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KEY TO THE PRONUNCIATION, 


I. CONSONANTS. 

b, d, f, k, 1, m, n, p, t, v ? z have their usual values* 


g as in go (gfl*). 
h ... ho ! (h<5«), 
r ... run (tot), terrier (te'riai). 
i ... her (hai), farther (fa*iSai). 
s ... ree (sz), cess (ses). 
w ... wen (wen), 
hw , . . when (hwen). 
y ... yes (yes). 


]> as in thin (J>in), bath (baj>). 
t$ ... then ($en), bathe (b/*5 ) 0 
J ... shop (Jpp), dish (dij). 
tf ... chop (tji?p), ditch (ditj). 

,5 ... virzon (vrgsn), dejeuner (depone). 

d,5 ... judge (dj^ds). 

9 ... singing (srgig), thiwk (p^k). 

9 & ... finger (fiqgpx)* 


(FOREIGN.) 

n as in French nasal, environ (ahv/roS). 
ly ... It. seraglio (s^radV). 
n't ... It. signore (sin*&-re). 

X ... Ger. ach (ax), Sc. lo ch (1 &Xr *°X W )- 
X y ... Ger. i ch (ix Y ), Sc. nicht (nex y t), 

7 ... Ger. sa^en (za-yen). 

7 y ... Ger. le^en, rqgnen Qi*yfgn 3 r^ 7 y nen). 


IL VOWELS. 


ORDINARY. 

a as in Fr. a la mode (a ia m<?d*). 
ai ... aye **yes (ai), Isaiah (aizara). 
man (msen). 

pass (pas), chant (tjant). 
hud (laud), now (nan). 

CUt (Ic2?t), SOT (SOT). 
yet (yet), ten (ten), 
survey sb. (sfrjve), Fr. attach/ (ataj/)* 
Fr.chrf(f s f). 

ever (evai), nation (ne u fim% 

/, eye, (si), bind (baind). 

Fr, eau de vie (b do vz*). 
szt (sit), mystic (mistik). 

Psyche (ssrki), react (rzjse*kt). 
achor (/i*koi), morality (morae'lTti). 
oil (oil), boy (boi). 
hero (hI®*ro), zoology (zo t pl5d3i). 
what (hwpt), watch (w$tj). 
got (gpt), soft (s£ft). 

Ger. Koln (kola). 
o ... Fr. feu (pd). 
n ... fall (ful), book (buk). 
iu ... deration (diure^Jbn). 
u ... unto (z?*nt«), frugality (fra-). 
iu ... Matthew (mse*}>i«), virtae (va'itia). 
u ... Ger. M/dler (mirier). 
it ... Fr. dane (dan). 

» (see I®, e», o», u*) > , _ 

*, a (see /*, *») f 566 VoL P* XXX1V * notc 3- 

’ as in able (/‘bl), eaten (Jt/n) * voice-glide. 
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LONG. 

a as in alms (amz), bar (bar). 


v ... carl (kozl), fur (foi). 

e (e®)... thrre (*5e»i), p?ar, pare (pe»r). 
/(Z 1 )... rah, raz'n (r/*n), ttury (S/*). 
g ... Fr. faire (ffr ? ). 

5 ... fzr (f5i), torn (fwn), earth (5ij>). 


I ( i J )... bzVr ckar (klf®i). 

i ... thzhf (j>tf), sec (si). 

o(o®)... boar, bore (bo®i), glory (glo»'ri)« 

^(d“)... s^, (so®), saal (s/ul). 

§ ... wa/k (w§k), wart (wpit). 

p ... shtfrt (Jprt), tharn (>pm). 

II o ... Fr. coeur (kor). 

|| o ... Ger. G<?the (gate), Fr. j^ne (^ot). 
u(u») .. ptfar (pu*i), maaiish (mu®*nj). 
iu, J u ... pzire (piu®i), lare (Pu*^)* 
u ... twa mz?OTS (tii mzznz). 
iz7, hi... f?w (fi/7), late (Pat). 

|| u ... Ger, gran (gran), Fr. j«s (^zz). 


OBSCURE. 

a as in amceba (amrba). 

se ... accept (sekse'pt), maniac (m/ f ml«k)« 

& ... datam. (d/^’t^m). 
e ... moment (mao -meat), sev<ffa! (se*v«?rSl). 
/ ... separate {adjl) (se'par/t). 

e ... added (x*ded), estate ( M/H). 


l ... vanity (vaemiti). 
t ... remain (ri'm/^n), believe (b£U*v). 
o ... theery (J>rori). 

8 ... vielet (vai*<?l6t), parody (pjrrJffi). 

§ ... authority (§J?e*rIti). 

/ ... connect (k/ne’kt), amazon (as'maz^h). 


iu, 5 u verdare (v»*adiui), measure (me^ui). 
it ... altogether (gltjTge*$ai), 
iz2 ... circular (s5*ikiz71a^). 


* P the o in soft, of medial or doubtful length. 0 Only in foreign (or earlier English) words 


In the Etymology, 

OE. e, o, representing an earlier a, are distinguished as g, p (having the phonetic value of § and p y or 9 , above) ; as in ptde from andi (OHG. cmti» 

Goth, andei-s), mpnn from mann, pn from an. 



LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS, SIGNS, &c. 


a. [in Etymol.] ... * adoption of, adopted from. 

a (as a 1 300) ** ante, before. 

a.y adj., adj * adjective. 

absol, absol «* absolutely. 

abst ** abstract. 

acc * accusative. 

ad. [in Etymol.],.. = adaptation o£» 

adv., adv. ** adverb, 

advb. adverbial, ~ly. 

AF., AFr » Anglo-Frenchs 

Anat. * in Anatomy. 

Antiq ® in Antiquities,. 

aphet ** aphetic, aphetized* 

app apparently. 

Arab. =» Arabic. 

Arch. * ** in Architecture. 

arch = archaic. 

Arckmol « in Archaeology. 

assoc «® association. 

Astr . « in Astronomy. 

Astrol « in Astrology. 

attrib * attributive, -ly. 

bef. — before. 

Biol ** in Biology. 

Boh. = Bohemian. 

Bot » in Botany. 

Build...... * in Building. 

c (as c 1300) ...... **» circa, about. 

c. (as 13th c.) * century. 

Cat *= Catalan. 

catackr. =» catachrestically. 

Cf., cf., * confer , compare. 

Chem * in Chemistry. 

cl. L. =* classical Latin* 

cogn. w, ............ “=* cognate with. 

colled - collective, -ly. 

colloq. *» colloquially. 

comb ** combined, -ing. 

Comb « Combinations. 

Comm, * in commercial usage. 

comp. ** compound, composition. 

compl. ............ ** complement. 

Conch * in Conchology. 

concr. ... » concretely. 

conj. m conjunction. 

cons. « consonant 

Const, Const ... * Construction, construed 
with. 

Cryst. m in Crystallography. 

(D.) ............... ** in Davies (Sapp. Eng. 

Glossary). 

Da. » Danish. 

dat * dative. 

def, ** definite. 

deriv. «• derivative, -atioru 

dial., dial. « dialect, -al. 

Diet «* Dictionary* 

dim. ** diminutive 

Du. ** Dutch. 

Eccl. ** in ecclesiastical usages. 

cllipt *“ elliptical, -ly. 

e. midi.. ** east midland (dialect)* 

Eng. ** English. 

Ent. * in Entomology. 

erron. ** erroneous, -ly. 

esp.y esp. ............ — especially. 

etym. » etymology. 

euphem. * euphemistically* 

exc. ** except 

f. [in Etymol.] ... » formed on. 

£ (in subordinate. 

entries) * form of. 

fern, {rarely f.) ... ** feminine. 

jig. ■» figurative, -ly. 

F., Fr * French. 

freq. frequently. 

Fris. Frisian." 

' G., Ger. * German. 

Gael. «««**.,, ««*•<»« Gaelic. 


gen « genitive. 

gen = general, -ly. # 

gen. sign = general signification. 

Geol « in Geology. 

Geom « in Geometry. 

Goth = Gothic ( * Moeso-Gothic). 

Gr « Greek. 

Grain * in Grammar. 

Heb 53 Hebrew. 

Her. — in Heraldry. 

Herb. ... * with herbalists. 

Hart * in Horticulture. 

imp ** Imperative. 

impers *= impersonal. 

impf. .. ** imperfect. 

ind. » Indicative. 

indef. ............... ® indefinite. 

inf. 318 Infinitive. 

infl *» influenced. 

ini. « interjection. 

intr * intransitive. 

It. « Italian. 

J., (J.) = Johnson (quotation from), 

(Jam.), ss: in Jamieson, Scottish Diet 

(Jod.).. » Jodreil (quoted from), 

L, - Latin. 

(L.) (in quotations) *® Latham’s edn. of Todd’s 

lang «= language. [Johnson. 

LG = Low German. 

lit. » literal, -ly. 

Li-th. Lithuanian. 

LXX 381 Septuagint. 

Mai => Malay. 

masc. ( rarely m.) » masculine. 

Math = in Mathematics. 

ME *= Middle English, 

Med. * in Medicine. 

med.L « mediae vai Latin. 

Meek « in Mechanics. 

Meiaph. * in Metaphysics. 

MHO ® Middle High German. 

midi * midland (dialect). 

Mil. * in military usage. 

Min « in Mineralogy. 

mod. *« modern. 

Mus. « in Music. 

(N.) * Narea (quoted from). 

n. of action...,,.... noun of action. 

n. of agent ......... ** noun of agent 

Nat Hist ......... m in Natural History, 

Naut. ** in nautical language. 

neat. ( rarely n.) «* neuter. 

NF„ NFr. ......... - Northern French. 

N. O » Natural Order. 

nom. ............... ** nominative. 

north. «* northern (dialect). 

N. T. m New Testament. 

Numism « In Numismatics. 

obj * object 

Obs., obs.. obs. ... « obsolete, 
occas. ............... »» occasional, -ly. 

OE. » Old English (» Anglo- 

Saxon). 

OF. , OFr. ......... m Old French. 

OFris. » Old Frisian. 

OHG « Old High German. 

OIr. *» Old Irish, 

ON. * Old Norse (Old Icelandic). 

ONF. « Old Northern French. 

Opt *» in Optics, 

Omith. — In Ornithology* 

OS. ** Old Saxon. 

OSL «*= Old Slavonic, 

O. T. » Old Testament 

OTeut. ............ * Original Teutonic* 

orig. « original, -ly, 

Balmont., «■ in Palaeontology. 

pa. pple. » passive or past participle. 

pass. **.,.*„. * passive, -ly. 


pa. t 
Path. 
perh. 
rers. 
pers . 
pf. ... 


Eg 

PhiloL .......... 

phonet .......... 

pkr 

Pkren. .......... 

Phys. 

V x -’P l - 

poet 

pop — 

ppl a. t ppt adj,, 

8 “..:::::::::::: 


prec. 

Pref 

prep . ........ 

pres. ........ 

Prim. sign. 

priv. 

prob. ........ 

pron. 

pronunc...... 

prop. ........ 

Pros. ........ 

pr* pple. ..... 

Psych 

T v * 

(R.) ........ 

R, C. Ch. . 

re fash 

reft.) refi 
reg 

repr. 

Rhet 

Rom. ....... 

sb. , sb. .... 
Sc. .......... 

sc, .......... 

sing, ....... 

Skr...... 

Slav. ....... 

Sp. 


sp. 

spec. * * 1 

sub], ............... 

sub&rd cl ......... ■ 

sul>seq. ; 

subst j 

sutT 

superb 

Surg. ............... 

Sw. 

8.W. 

T. (T.) 

iechn. 

Theol. 

tr, 

tram. 

transf, 

Trig. ............... 

Typog- 

ult .................. 

unkn. 

U. S 

v. % vb.. 

v. s(r, t or w. ...... 

vbl sb. 

var. 

wd* 

WGer. 

w. midl. 

wa 

(V.) 

Zoo!. ***#**#**#«**#* 


past tense* 
in Pathology, 
perhaps. 

Persian, 
person, -at 

■ perfect 
Portuguese, 
in Philology. 

: phonetic, -ally* 
i phrase. 

: in Phrenology, 

1 in Physiology* 
e plural, 

> poetic. 

* popular, -ly, 

s participial adjective. 

* participle, 
r Proven v&L 

a preceding (word or article), 
s prefix, 

« preposition. 

* present, 

* Primary signification, 
s privative* 

* probably, 
t pronoun. 

* pronunciation* 

« properly, 

* m Prosody, 

a present participle. 
b in Psychology, 

* fuod vide, which see* 

* in Richardson's Diet 

* Roman Catholic Church. 

« refashioned, -ing* 

* reflexive* 

® regular. 

» representative, representing, 

* in Rhetoric. 

« Romanic. Romance. 

■ substantive. 

■ Scotch. 

« scilicet , umlci stand or su ppljr* 
» singular, 

= Sanskrit 

■ Slavonic. 

■ Spanish* 

* spelling, 

* specifically* 

a subject, subjunctive, 

« subordinate clause, 

* subsequently. 

« substantively. 

» suffix, 

* superlative* 

» in Surgery. 

« Swedish, 

■ smith western {dialect}. 

« in Todd's Johnson. 

« technical, -ly, 
m In Theology* 

« translation o£ 

* transitive* 

m transferred sense. 

» In Trigonometry. 

* in Typography* 

* ultimate* -ly, 

« unknown. 

* United Stalest 
m verb, 

* verb strong, or: weal# 
m verbal substantive* 

«* variant o C 
m word 

** West Germanic. 

west midland (dialect), 
ws . Weft Saxon* 

— in Col* Yule’s Glowiurf. 
m la Zoology* 


Before a word or sense* 

f sw obsolete. 

1 « not naturalized. 

In the quotations. 

* sometimes points ont the word illustrated. 


In the list of Forms. 

1 w before 1 100. 

2 x* 1 2th c. (1 too to 1200). 

3 » 13th c. (1200 to 1300). 

5-7 * 15th to 17th century. 

ations, VoL I, p, xxx.) 


(See General Explan- 


In the Etymol. 

* indicates a word or form not actually found* bat 
of which the existence Is inferred, 
i— m extant representative, or regular phonetic 
descendant of, 


The printing of a word in Small Capitals indicates that further information will be found under the word so referred to* 


D («ia the fourth letter of the 'Roman alphabet, 
corresponding in position and power to the 
Phoenician and Hebrew JJaletk, and Greek Delta, 
A, whence also its form was derived by rounding one 
angle of the triangular form. It represents the 
sonant dental mute, or point-voice stop consonant, 
which in English is alveolar rather than dental. 
The plural has ten written TPs, Ds, tie’s. 

The phonetic value of .0 in English is constant, except 
that in past participles the earlier lull spelling -ed is retained 
where the pronunciation after a breath-consonant is now /, 
as in looked, dipped, ftshea, passed, The spelling -ed is now 
even extended to words in which OB* had t, as in wished, 
puffed, kissed, OE. w\ scte,fvfte, cyste. 

c xooo jElfric drain, iii. (Z . » 6 It, c, d, g,p, f, yeendta^ on e. 
1673 Wycherley Grntl Dane mg- Master v. i, His desperate 
deadly daunting dagger :~ there are your d‘s for you I 17*6 
Lkoni Alberti's A n/iit. I. 67 b, The Walls .. of Memphis 
{werej built in the shape of a D. *879 Miss Braodon Vixm 
III. 168 This, .must end in darkness, desolation, despair — 
everything dreadful beginning with d. 

2 . Used in reference to the shape of the letter, 
as D- shaped ; so D Mock , D trap , D valve , etc. 
See also Dee. 

3:794 Rigging 4 Seamanship I. 156 D-B locks are lumps of 
oak in the shape of a I) . . bolted to the ship's side, in the 
channels, 1827 Far by Steam Eng. 707 Sliding valves., 
called D valves. 1840 E. E. Napier Ex curs. S. Africa I, 
161 The saddle,. should be abundantly studded.. with iron 
h ops : or as they are— -from their shape •• termed in Colonial 
phraseology, D’s, iSee Dee.] Ibid. 163 Append to one of 
the D'ltof the said saddle, a leathern bottle. 289a T, B. F* 
Emerson Epid. Pneumonia 11 The catch-pit was covered in 
by a D trap. 

8. Used euphemistically for damn (often printed 
d — \ etc. Cf. Dee v. 

*86* Dickens Gi. Expect, xi, He flung out in his violent 
way, and said, with a D, ‘Then, do as you like * *877 

Gilbert Com, Opera, H.M.S. Pinafore 1, Though ' bother 
it * I may Occasionally say, I never use a big, big D— . 

II. 1 . Used like the other letters of tlie alphabe t 
to denote serial order, with the value of fourth ; 
applied, e g, to the fourth quire or sheet of a book, 
a group or section in classification, etc. 

*886 Oxford Uniti. Statutes fxBooi S09 The examination 
In the aWve-mentioned Group I> shall lie under the direc- 
tion of the Board of the Faculty of Theology. 

h. In typical or hypothetical examples of any 
argumentation, D is put for a fourth person or 
thing. (Cf. A, II. 4.) 

*85$ Kingsley Let, to % Ludlow in Life xvii. (187^ II. 
78 How worthies,* opinions of the Press are. For if A, B, 
C, ,D, flatly contradict each other, one or more must be 
wrong, eh I *864 Bowen Logic 308 If A h B, C is IX *887 
Times (Weekly Ed.) ax Oct, 3/3 This or that understand- 
ing between Mr. A, Mr. IS, Mr. C, and Mr, D, 

2 . spec, in Music, The name of the second note 
of the 4 natural 1 major scale. (In Italy and France 
called lie.) Also, the scale or key which has that 
note for its tonic, 

x $0 Siia.es, Tam,. Sin in. I, 77 D sol re, one CHflc, two 
notes hatte I. ■ *880 Grove DL t. Mm* 1 1 . 269/3 A Concerto 
of Bad* in I) minor, 

3 . I n Algebra 1 see A, II, 5, In the higher mathe- 
matics, d is the sign of differentiation, and D of 
derivation ; 1 ) is also used to denote the deficiency 
of a curve, 

s%a Salmon Higher Pimm Curves.. ti. 11879! ,|o We call 
the deficiency of a curve the number D, by which its number 
of double .points k short of the maximum, *873,8. Willi am- 
mn.D'iff', Calc. led. aif 5 When the increment »' supposed 
■Infinitely small, it 1 $ called a. 4 prwfjW, and' represented 
byif,r* 

III, Abbreviations, etc. 

I. d standi for L denarius and so for * penny % 
* pence * ; as id* — one penny, £. 1. d, m pounds* 


D. 


shillings and pence, f Formerly also, d. * one 
half (L. dimidium, also contracted dt., dim.) ; D. 
» dollar (in U. S. ; now $X 

*387 E. £. Wills 2 Y be-quethe to the werkes of poulys 
v) s. viij d. 2488 Nottingham Rec. Ill, 269 Ford, a quarter 
of pepur. czgoo Debate Carpenter’s Tools in H alii we 11 
Nugae Poet. 15 Fore some dey he wyll vij.<‘ drynke. 2588 
Shake, L. L. L . hi. i. 140 What’s the price of this ynde ? i. d, 
1792 J kefkhson in Harper's Mag , 18851 Mar, 535, 2 A pound 
of tea . . costs a D. 2866 Crump Banking 233 Fence or half- 
pence are not legal tender for more than tad., or farthings 
for more than (ui 

2 . I), the sign for 500 in Roman numerals, as 
udcccxouz *» 1893. [Understood to be the half of 
do, earlier form of m - 1,000.] 

(Formerly occasionally written IX) 

2459 !nv in Paston Lett I 469 Summa, DCCCCIxv. 
um.es. Ibid. 471 Summa, D c unces, 2569 Grafton Citron. 

1 6 This Thurston obteyned the rule of the Abbey agnine lor 
the price of D. pound. 

3 . IX « various proper names, as Daniel, David ; 
t D. *» Duke ; d., d. (usually before a date) * died ; 
t d. = degree (of angular measure); d (in dental 
formulae) -deciduous, as dc ., deciduous canine, di. f 
deciduous incisor; d or D [Anat.) - dorsal ; I), 

‘ in the Complete Book , means dead or deserted ’ 
(Adm. Smyth); d. (in a ship’s log) s» drizzling. 
In Academical degrees D* « Doctor (as a Lat. word 
following, and as English preceding, other initials ', 
as IX D. (Divinitatis Doctor), Doctor of Divinity, 
IX. D* (Begum Doctor ), Doctor of Laws, M.D., 
Doctor of Medicine, Ph. D., Doctor of Philosophy, 
DC. L., Doctor of Civil Law, D.Lit., Lit IX, 
Doctor of Literature, D Sc., Doctor of Science. 
D.C. (Music) = Da Capo (q.v.). D.G. - L. Dei 
gratia, by the grace of God, Deo graiias, thanks to 
God. D L, Deputy Lieutenant. D.T., vulgar 
abbrev. of delirium tremens. D.V, * JL Deo 
volente , God willing. 

*6ox R. Johnson Kingd. 4- Commw. ( 2603' 75 Betwixt the 
Emp. then living am! the last D. | ** Duke] great ge lories 
underhand. 2606 Coke in 7 rue 4 Perf. Re lat. Tjb, A 
Doctor of fine Dd , as Dissimulation, Deposing of Princes 
..Destruction. *630 Wadsworth Pilgr. vii. 64 This North 
was created IX D. in Paris, 2635 J. Wells Seiogr. 4 Let 
60 d. of the chorde, be equal to 30 d. of the Sines. 27x0 
Sachkvkrell Sp. on Impeach, 51 This argues a scandalous 
Ignorance . . in a D.D. a 1866 Keiile Lett. Spin Counsel 
(2870) 286 My dear wife »D.G.) bore up well through the 
nursing. 2870 Lowell Study Wind, (28861 62 His cousin, 
the Ph. D. 2872 O W. Holmes Poet Breakf.-t. v. < 2885s > 19 
The D. D.V used to he the leaders. 2873 H. Spencer Study 
Social, it, 30 The 4 D.V/ of a missionary-meeting placard. 

ni, formative of pa. ppie. as in heard, paid \ dead : 
see -Ei> suffix. 

Da (da). Nursery and homely abbrev. of Datu. 

2852 Lady Duff Gordon Let. in Three Gsmr, 'English- 
women uSSSj'XL aid Whether Da and my mother will .stay 
at Weybridge, I know not. Ibid. 3117 Da u gloomy, I f«wr 
'tis his normal state. 

Da, obs. form iTDaw, Day, Doe. 

Dab (dsefob shf In 3-4 dabba. ££, Dab vJ, 
both being found c, 1 302.] 

1 . A blow of somewhat sharp and abrupt char- 
acter. b. A blow from a bmrs beak, or with the 
corner or point of anything which scarcely or only 
slightly penetrates; a thrust as if aiming to strike 
or stab ; an aimed blow, e, dial . A slight blow 
with the back of the hand or the like, a box, a slap. 

2300 g. A I is. 2306 Phifot him gmf another dabba* 'That' *a 
the seheld the gysarme Bykfte hongyiig, and «k« the mat*. 
Mid, mm They taught® dediy dabbe. Ibid, 7304 Bytweou® 
'-ym delith hit with dabbe. And. with- spore, and sweordis 
duet. 2706 Phillies (ed Kerseyl, Dab . . stl*o a light blow 
■■ on the Chaps, 02 hm. on the 'Ear* 2731 $*smr ilfoH* Copt* 


Cr nekton Wks. 1768X1. i6t, I gave him a dab In the mouth 
with my broken sword, which very much hurt him. 2748 
Smollett Rod. Rand. 118121 I. 69. Giving us several dabs 
with its beak 2863 Dickens Mut. Fr. 11. xi, Making two 
dabs at him in the air with her needle. 2875 A. R. Hop* 
My Schoot-boy Fr. 225 She made furious ■ dabs at him. 
2879 Miss Jackson Skropsh. U'ord-bk., Dab, a slight blow, 
generally with the back of the hand. [So in N. W. Line • 
and Cheshire Gloss. J 

d. Jig. (cf, rap, poke, thrust.) 

2703 in Perry Hist, Coll. A men Col. Ch. I, 260 Here’s 
another dab upon Gov* Nicholson. 2748 Richardson 
Clarissa (2822) II xx. 140 At our alighting, I gave him 
another dab. x8xo Btackw, Mag. VL 392 u l*» now an age 
. .Since we have had a dab at any body. 

2 . A gentle blow or up with a soft substance, 
which is pressed slightly on the object and then 
quickly withdrawn ; a stroke with a dabber* 

*755 in Johnson 

3 . A flattish mass of some soft or moist sub- 
stance dabbed or dropped on anything, 

2749 in Doran Mann 4 Manners 118761 L xiit. 293 Putting 
a large dab of hot wax under the arms, 2768-74 Tucker Lt, 
Nat. (28 ,2) 1 L 596 We* .garnish the rim of our dishes with 
dabe of chewed greens. 1770 Mad D'Akblay Diary 3 Nov*, 
How can two or three dabs of paint ever be worth such 
a stun as that? 2874 Mm, H. Wood Mast. Croplands ill, 3a 
Fifteen dishes be wanted for his dinner, if be wanted one. 
And all of ’em dabs and menses, 

4 . fig. Applied slightingly to (a) a small or 
trifling amount, as of money given ; (b) a slight 
effort of the pen, etc. 

*7»9 Mas. Dklany Life 4 Corn L.453, 1 had yoor hasty 
dab as you call it. .your dabs are of more worth to mt than 
folios of letters from anyone else. ■ xjm, Hskvby Mem II, 
13* 3»oof. ever since he was King, besides several little dabs 
of money. 276a H. Waltoll L&tt.T/, Mann 12833* H* 337 
(D ) A new dab called Anecdotes of Polite Literature* 1788 
Mad, D'Arhlay Lett. 29 Jan., 1 actually asked for' this dab 
of preferment, 

6 . a. A wet or dirty clout, b. A pinafore, dial. 

2714 Swift Hue 4 Cry , Reckon'' with my Washerwoman ; 
making her allow for old Shirts, Socks, Dabbs and Markces, 
which she bought of me, . *7** Bailey, Dab, .a dirty clout. 
1837 Thackeray Yellawplmk i, Wet dabs of dishcloms 
flapped in your face. *877 N • ' W, L im,Gims , , Dab, m child's 
pinafore. > 

6 . Applied to persons; a. An untidy woman, 
a <!mb. b. A small child, a chit* 

*730-6 Bailey f folio , Dab.. dim a word, of Contempt for 
a Woman. 2797 M *&, Bennett Beggar Girt \ 2823) X* 92 It 
f Betty] is such an engigiog, good-hearted little dab. 1879 
Miss Jackson Shropshire Word bk,, Dab% an untidy, thritt- 
kss woman. ISo Cheshire Gloss.} 2833 Sts F. Head Bubbles 
of Brunmn, A little bare-headed,, bsare-footed' 'dab of a child* 
*864 CAtsRM DmmPrm nm** Dab, acMt." 

7. See quote. 

tfo& fhtmut Diet, likewise a mangled piece 1 of fat 
meat goes ' by this name. ; *836' . .Dickens Sh Mem 12877). 38; 
Dabs, of dingy, bacon, 

8 . pi. The refuse or sediment of sugar. 

*858 SiMMONWf Diet* Trade . Dabs, ydfuae foote of sugar. 
*88* Daily News 7 Sept. 3/4 Barbadoes 'dabs, aos. touts#*. 
Grenada dabs,- 17s,' to *91.' 6d* 

9 . Type-founding, See qnots. 

*874 Kmigbt Diet. Aleck., Dab, an impression in type-, 
ntetaf of a die in course <A sinking. *889 T. B* Reed (in 
letter^ The common process of producing '.cast' 'ornaments 
for .prmti'ftg befo^re the ■ introduction • of' riectrotypinf was 
known in ''English, type-foundries as* dabbing *. 'The unpaid" 
woodblock is d»pped sharply into a bed of aolten lead rnt 
the point' . A mould m matrix.', of the design' Is 
thus .produced.' ' To' '.produce 'replicas :©f. 'the design, the 
operator strike* this matrix'into lead. 'The'mult Isa* cast * 
; or * dab* 1 in" relief,' which when inounted. catv be ■ used'' to ' 
print al:0ng with type, ■ ' 

10 . A printer % dabber. 

*86* W. F. Collier Hist Mmg, Lit 75 The worker of the 
p*e» has found the. .dabbers. .unfit for use. # He site down 
with raw sheep-skin and carded wool, to stuff the balls and 
tie it' sound 'the handle ofthedab, .. 


DAB, 


DABBLED, 


11. Comb., as dab-pot ; f dab-stone, a game with 
stones; cf. dabbers and dib-stone ; dab-wash (dial,), 
a wash of a few small articles, as distinct from the 
usual household wash; hence dab-wash vb. 

1876 Browning Pacchiarotto 410 Stick thou, Son, to paint- 
brush and *dab-pot ! 1 652 J. Donne Ep, Ded. in Donne’s 
Paradoxes , Leliusand Scipio are presented to us as playing 
at *Dabstone before they fought against Hanniball. axBxz 
Malone (cited for * Dab-wash by Todd s.v. Dab). 1863 
Mrs. Gas kell Sylvia's L. vi, Having had what is called 
in the district a ‘ dab-wash ' of a few articles, forgotten 
on the regular day. x88x Richardson in €d. Words 
51 A few clothes that had just gone through a * dab-wash’. 

U 12 . Dab is frequently written instead of Daub 
= rough mortar, clay used in plastering, esp. in 
wattle and dab (daub). 

1839 Loudon Encycl Arch. 840 Instead of brick nagging 
for partitions, cob is used for filling in the framework, .This 
sort of work is called rah and dab. 18S1 Miss Bkaijdon 
Asphodel vi. 70 Cottages, with walls of wattle and dab. 

Dal) (dseb), sb.'i [Etymology unknown: cf. 
however Dab sbP 3 .] A species of small flat-fish, 
Pleuronedes Umanda , nearly resembling the floun- 
der, common on the sandy parts of the British coast ; 
also used as a ‘street term for small flat fish of any 
kind ’ {Slang Diet,). 

1577 Harrison England in. in. (1878)11. 20 The plaice, the 
but, the turbut, dorreie, dab, &c. 1620 Vksnkr Via Recta 

i v. 72 The Dabbe or little Plaice is of the same nature. 
1778 Pennant Tour in Wales {1883)1. 29 Dabs visit us in 
^November. 1851 Mavhkw Land. Labour I. 165 The fish 
fried by street dealers is known as ‘plaice dabs* and ‘sole 
dabs which are. merely plaice and soles, ‘dab' being 
& common word fur any Hat fish. x88 6 R. C. Leslie Sea- 
painters Log x, 194 A dab or plaice soon getting pale- 
coloured when lying upon a white surface. 

b. Comb., as dab-darter, one who spears flat- 
fish ; dab-fish, flat-fish, 

1883 G. C. Davies Norfolk Broads xxvL (1884’' 203 In the 
deeper water the dab-darters are often hard at work., the 
* dart*, .is like. the head of a large rake with the teeth set 
vertically. 1876 Robinson Whitby Class ., . Dab-fish, all 
kinds of flat fish. 

Dab (dceb% $b$ [Appears before 1700; fre- 
quently referred to. as school slang : origin unknown. 

Conjectures have been offered as to its being a corruption 
of adept, and of dapper, but without any. other evidence 
than appears in the general likeness and u-e of the words. 

It is possible that it is a derivative of Dai* nj 
One skilful or proficient at (f of, in) anything ; 
an expert, an adept. 

1691 Athenian Mercury IV. No. 3 Qu. 8 [Love is] such 
a Dab at his Bow and Arrows, a 1700 B. K. Diet. Cant. 
Crew, Dab , expert, exquisite in Roguery. .He is a Dab at 
if, He. is well vers’d in it, 1711 Find. Sachstrersll 83 'Hie 
Dr. is charg’d with being a great Dab, as the Boys say, for 
he plays on Sundays, a 1754 Fielding Ess. Cmmrsatim 
Wks. 11840) 642 (To fetch a phrase from school..) great 
dabs of this kind of faceuouaiess. 1759 Golds®*. Bee No. % 

A third [writer] is a dab at an index. 1845 Thackeray 
Punch in the .East iv # I wish to show I am a dab in history, 
1874 Helps Sat* Press, v. (1875) 69, I ant ‘a dab \ as we 
used to say at Eton, at suggesting subjects for essays, 
b. attrib. or Comb., as dab hand , 

1.828 Craven Dialect* Dab-hand, expert at any thing, 
J 8 ? 0 . Hiss Bkiogmak k®> Lynne I L fit, 67 He was a dab I 
hand at water-colours, : ■ [The comb, occurs in many dialect 
glossaries from Lomdode and Holdsruess to W. Somerset.} 

Dab, sbA ■sMng, ■ A feed. 
x8zs- -Sporting . ' Mag. ■ XXX IX. v 16 Those 'who had been 
.ac : customed, to a .'downy dab. 1812 J, If . V avx Flash Diet , , 
Dab, a bed. 1823 W. T, Mow ifilKFF Tom 4- Jerry m.iii. 
(Farmer), Vhen ve’ve had the liquor, veil , . all go to our 
dabs."" 

Dal) (dab), vJ In 4 dabbert, 6 dabbe. In- 
flected dabbed, dabbing. [This and the accom- 
panying sb. Dab 1 appear about 1300; there is 
nothing similar in OK. 

M iddle and early modern Dutch had a verb daFben, accord- 
ing to Oudematis,. * to pinch, knead, fumble, dabble ’ : cf. 
Ger, tappen to grope, fumble iwifch the hands, as in the 
dark); but it Is not clear that there is any com texkm between 
this and' the English .word. . Rather does. the latter appear 
to be of independent : omomopmc origin, 'being, primarily, 
the. expression of^ tte^ mechanical 'action' in'.' question by 
analogous oral aLtion, including'' »but only ja '-n secondary 
way), the representation of tire sound. Cf. Du» w,, which 
In some of its. senses appears xo be of kindred fortaatiou.'] 

X. To strike, peek, -stick, etc, 

, • • 1 . tram. To strike somewhat sharply and abruptly* 
(The ME. sense -is not quite clear,) b. To strike 
so as slightly to pierce or indent ; to peck as a bird 
with its. bill ; to pick the surface of a stone (see 
quot, 1876) f to stick or thrust' Now chiefly Sc. 
e. in mod. dial, ■ To strike with a slight blow, as 
with the back of the hand, + To dab mbs ; to kiss, 

.- a 1307 Pol Songs tGamdeu) 192 This 'Frenshe.coiw to 
Flaundres .» The Flemmi«he''hem dabbeth o' the hot "hare, 
*53* 'More Tindah^Wks. $$th The prick* of the 

ffeshe, to. dabbe him. in the uecke, 1630 BgKkKrt snd.Pt. 
'Pirn, Whore tv, ii, Let' me alone' "for dabbing them o’ th’ . 
neefo 1730-d 'Bailey (folio'. Dab, .to cuff or .bang ; . to .slap 
or -strike. 17. . in. Jamieson Pop, 87 

0 am.) The" thorn that dabsTIl cut it down,. Though fair. the - 
rose may. be.;' ' *786'- Vng. Coalman*# CmrtsMp fed. 20.) 5 
¥ou may. .dab nebs' wi’ her now an* then, xfbo.GwtLT 
ArehiL Class., Dabbing, Daubing 1 . . working. • the ' face - of 
a stone, .with a pick-shaped, tool . '. so 'as to- form a series of 
minute holes. 1885 Rtf Net man Skippers <4 FA 8® One chap 
dabbed his sticker through my arm here. ' tWffy ■Cheshire 


2 

Gloss., Dab, to give a slight blow to. ' Dost want dubbin i 
th’ maith' [- mouth]. 

d. intr. Of a bird : To peck with the bill. ©. 
To aim at in order to strike, as in playing at mar- 
bles, or throwing a stone at a bird, etc. «V c. 

1803 J, Nicol Poems 1 . 43 (Jam) Weel claubit, Robin! 
there's some mair, Beath groats an’ barley, dmna spare, 
2826 Wilson Nod. Ambr. Wks. 1855 I. 25 Chuckles., 
dabbing at daigh and drummock. Mod. Sc. If you go near 
the nest, the hen will dab at you. Which marble shall I dab 
at ? Some boys dabbing at a cat on the roof of the shed. 

2. To strike or cause to strike (usually with 
something soft and of broadish surface) so as to 
exert a slight momentary pressure, and then with- 
draw quickly. The object may be a. the brash, 
clabber, etc. used; b. the moist or sticky substance 
applied ; e. the surface to which it is applied. 

a. 1594 Nashk P. Penilesse eel 2^13 fo A Painter, .needs 
no more but wethispencill, and dab it on their clieeke.s. and 
he shall haue vermillion and white enough. 2823 J. dad- 
cock Dorn. Anmsem . 143 A common printer s ball, is now 
to be dabbed on the whole surface. _ 1863 1 ynd.m.l Heat 
viiL § 313, i dip my brush, .and dab it against the paper. 

b. 1562 Turner Herbal n. 31a, Laser, .is dabbed about 
the stynginges of scorpiones with ovle well menged or tem- 
pered. 1750 E. Smith Campt. Housewife lys Dab it on with 
a fine rag. 1833 Hr, Martinkau Tale of Tyne 1. 8 One who 
dabs brick-clay into a mould. 2853 Rkadk Chr. Johnston* 
109 [It] dabbed glue on his gauzy wings. 

c. 1747 Wesley Prim. Physic ( 176a) 63 Dip a sob rag m 
dead small Beer, new Milk warm, amt dabb each eye, 
a dozen times gently. 17., S, Sharp »J.l, A sore should 
never be wiped by drawing a piece of tow or rag over it, 
but only by dabbing it with fine lint. 1879 Newspaper, If 
the bleeding be too copious, dab the part with a rag wetted 
with creasotc. 

d. spec, in Printing, Plating, etc. ; 1 0 strike 
or pat with a dabher for various purposes, as c.g. 
in order to spread colour evenly over a surface, 

1759 Mrs. Dr lan y Life Corn. uSfiit III 573, l found 
one painting and another dabbing. 1799 O. Smith Labora- 
tory I, 339 The interstices may be dabbed over with the 
tincture of that colour which you would have for the general 
ground-work. 1832 G. K. Porter Porcelain 4 67 . 300 
Holding the brash perpendicular to the glass, every part of 
the latter must be dabbed so that the surface will be dimmed 
by the oil. 1874 Knight Diet. Meek. 1 . 673/ El be insinuation 
fin stereotyping] of the damp paper into the interstices of the 
letters by dabbing the back of the paper with a hair brush. 

3. To set or put down with a sharp, abrupt 
motion (cf. to slick down ; to throw or fling down 
in a rough, carele&s, unfitly maimer. 

1772 G, Washington in Mag. Amer. I list. May 6884)7* 
They [clothes) will lie ..dabbed about, in every hole ami 
corner. *877 Holderness Gloss., Dab, 'Dalmlom.Au fling 
down with violence. ^884 Chester Gloss,, Ded>, to set things 
down carelessly, not in their right place, 

II. Specific senses of doubtful history, or in- 
direct connexion with prec. 

f 4. Fishing. To fish by dipping the bait gently 
and lightly in the water ; to dap, dib. Ohs. 

1676 Cotton Angler 11. v. 393 lids way of fishing we call 
dapnig, dabbing, or (libbing. 

$. To dibble, dial. 

1787 W. Marshall East Nmf. Gloss., Dabbing, dibbling, 
1847 in Hallwkll. 

0. 7 ype founding. To produce a * dab * in. the 
process 01 making matrices, etc. 
xS 8 q, .[see Das sb.} gj, 
f 7. ? To deceive, jape, Ohs. 
v6*6 R. €. Times' Whistle vi, 940* Like the parish foil! he 
serves them still ' And dabbe* their husbande* clean against 
their will. 

8. A modification of Daub v ., to plaster, 

1577 Ludlow Ckurchw. nr, t Camden) 164 Item, to Hum- 
frets for dabinge the churche house . . vj d. *730 A, Gowxin 
Maffeis A mpkitk 37 2 The Stepsare . . dabbed over with Lime 
and Mortar, Ibid. 374 Those who in various ways t ratudbrm 
and dab over those parts of the Building. > 1855 Browning 
Grammarmn's Funeral 72 Fancy the fabric Quite, ere you 
build .Ere mortardab brick ! 

Hence Dabbed ^dsebd) fpLu., Da bbing vhl. sk 
and ppl. a, 

1885 W. JR 'hinds Trade Citcuiar, A beautiful smooth 

S round, which . , will stand the arid bath tetter .than any 
abhed ground. 1843 Penny Cyd. XXVII, 577/a The 
wound itself does not require . . washing and sponging and 
dabbing, 1874 K night Diet, Meek, lhtbbiug.mmMme, the 
machine employed in easting large metal type, 
t Dab, Ohs, [Cf. Dabby ami Dabble.] 
? To be wet and dabbled, to hang like wet dollies. 

. *55 ® Pham Mmid vi. fR.\ I crepmf belt! with crokki 
hands the mountaynes topp, Eucomb* id in mydotlms that 
dabbing down from me did drappe. 

Dab, a,dv. [The verb-stem or sb, used ellipti- 
cally ] With a dab, or imdden contact 
1608 Armin Nest Ninn. 2 He dropt downe,.as heauy 
as if. a leaden plummet .. bad fallen on the earth dab, 
1884 Ruskin in Pail Mall G, x« Dec. u/x One, who 
sharpen his pend! point, instead of seizing Bis biggest brush 
and going dab at die mountains with splotches of colour, 
Bafolber (dne bau c [£ Dab v. ! + -be C] 

L One who or that which dabs. b. spec. A 
rounded mass of some elastic material, enclosed 
in leather or silk, used to apply ink, colour, etc., 
evenly to a surface; employed in printing from 
type, wood-blocks, or engraved plates, in painting 
on china, etc ; in Printings Ball sbJ 13 . e. A 
brash used in stereotyping for pressing the damped 


paper into the interstices of the type, or for various 
purposes in gilding, photography, etc. 

c 1790 Artist’s Assistant Meek Sc. J03 The ground . .is to 
be laid on thinly and dabbed all over with the dabber. 1799 
G. Smith Laboratory 11 . 419 Have ready a dabher made of 
a round piece of white glove leather . . filled with cotton, or 
wool, and tied dose into a ball. x8as Craig Drawing 
vii. 397 Taking the dabter, on which some portion of the 
etching ground has been left, 1854 tr. Lamartines Cekbr, 
Char. 1 1 ". 333 Dabfers to spread the ink on the letters, xiyo 
Eng. Meek 28 Jan, 487 y Gilding j, Go over gently with 
a dabter [brush]. 

2 . (See quot) 

2881 Oxforish. Clou. Supp,, Dabbers, $. game played by 
children with small round flint stones Dabbit, a stone 
with which the game of Dabbers is played. 

Dabble (cbe*bTj» v. [Appears late in 16th c. 
Agrees in form, and in sen-e 2, with Du. dabbe lets ^ 
var. of dabbrn, ex pi. by Plantijn as * paitrouilkr, 
on patteler de mains* 'to dabble with the feet or 
hands, met de, vast ini slijrk dahbeim, * irepiner des 
piedz eit la fange *, to trample with the Ret irt the 
miui. In form Du* dalheim is the frequentative of 
dabbe n : the relation of dabble and dab in Eng, is 
less clear.] 

1 . trans. To wet by ■ splashing, as in running 
through a puddle or wading about in shallow water, 
or by pressing again*! wet shrubs, or rite like ; 
to move anything to and fro in water; hence to 
..wet in a casual ' way ; to disfigure or soi 1 with 
splashes of any liquid ; to bespatter, lespr inkle, 
bedabble. Said of the personal ag*nt, or the 
liquid medium. 

*557 Thhrrr hx* Points Husk axvii, Set 'luitreri ulorw, lay 
the tew ghe» from 'the hlockes; the drier, the I«s iw»ii;!ct» 
dabUth their dock** (skirts tehiticif* 1-594. HuAXM.E’ich, Hi, 
t. ' iv. 54 A Shadow, like an Angell, with bright Iwyre 
Ifobtefd in hiood,. t 1604 M iiini.iaoN Witch it, hi. 3 w* 
must take heed we ride through all the puddle* , ..tlmt your 
safeguard there May te most probably dabbled. #16316 
UsxitRR Amt. vi* f 16381 570 The Country being mmdy they 
were dally dabled with the foil of snow from the tree*. - 
WtnmmSwx. tj. \ 1 scarified, and dabbled the wcmml with 
oil of turpentine* i860 dun. P, Thokmon Audi Alt. Ill, 
exxi. 66 The men who are dabbling the Queen** rote in 
blood. *887 T. A, 1 'Bpi.UiM What / remember 'll. y, 85, 
I dabbled a handkerchief in a neighbouring fountain fur her 
to wash her streaked fact, 
b. causal. 

1847 Tvnny»ok Princess m. mj Or in the. holy set; felt of 
this tnforocosm, Dabbling a shaintles* la, nil 

2 , intr. To move (with feet or hands, or the bill) 
in shallow water, liquid mud, etc,, »o m to . cause 
some splashing ; to play about in ihallow waTT, 
to paddle. 

s6xx Cotgul, Pmtimtlfer . . to padk, m (table In with tb« 
feet,' *6*6 J. my in Ellis Orig, Lett. 1, 331 They . made 
ter to dable in the ciiirte on a foul morning from Sotnemtl 
House to St, James, ai66t Wuu.uuWarfhm Mt|oi 111 , 
135 Ducklings,, which . . naturally delight to dabble 'in 'the 
water, '*7% Woeimw, Epmmg Walk , Where the duck 
dabbles hnid the rustling i#«!ge, xfttx Ci,a«» VHl, Mtmtr, 
Ii. 118 The long wet pastwe grass she ilaldile* through. 
*858 Froiioi /AT/ Fttf, HI. xv«. 48IITbe miuoirr who,, 
had stooped to dabble in these muddy wctei* of tuingue 

2 . fig. To employ oneself in a dilettante way in 
(any business or pursuit) without going deeply or 
seriously into it ; to work off and on at, mm matter 
of whim or fancy. , Const, in (with, at. etc.b 

*6*5 11. Jomsow Staple af N. **. *„ -. I.,et him stiff dsJhbit is 
poetry, idyd Marvkix Mr, Smirks 14 .Some Voim|«.ster 
that had teen Dabbling amongst the Suaimin Wi.wa 
X768-74 Tcckkk Lt.-Nat. (x8$s) t. 120 One of tiiOM 
of t dispttta|ioti which limit not be dabbled wish ; we inttst 
drink deep, or lew! tetter not taste at ilk *79* T» J 1 1 1 mom ,« 
Writ , . *830) I V. 4/15 Examining how for their own iw*mfor» 
. .bad been dabbling in »to« kn. 184® Ite hi hm i KM { , Shop 
xxviii, li% tbe ddiglit of xuy lib* to bmc dabbled in port! y, 
*8« G, hUcDONALti P, Faber III, I, 14 ’Hie man who 
dabble* at eavlng the world by icwti«# eduausotb bygetan 
and otter economics, 

t b. To meddle, tamper with ; to interfere in. 

%66o R, ( Gokk Justice Vimd, 7 He ha* bmmd hiimwlf wp 
from dabling with the Ground;, of Obedience *11 4 Govern* 
mens* 1117318 ArraaauKy To 'Pef* • j,i» Yew*, I think, !»%•§ 
teen dabbling here -and there with tlw tesl, tfyb Itewi 
Com. Sense, Aster. Quakers txygti Bo. Dabbling in *twiti*r», 
which the profiuoMed quietude <4 v ««rp?iw iplrsiii'ktrtict yoti 
nos to maddk with. *794 Stts F, M, Emm in /#/, Amk» 
iamfs Cam uBte) 111 , wjd A* be loves to 1 a* ilaliWhig, Iw 
may perhaps' go, 

t 4 . To move up and clown lit a plavful, trilling 
manner, like one dabbling in wafer. Oh, 

a *d®SV*t.i.ntas |I>k, Bitekhmd itaravtr 1.1775)1% I'll itlifeli 
»p and down,, and take t lw air, ■ ■ 


Da,*bbl©» sk [f, prec, verb,*] The act of tkb- 
Wing ; that which dabbles. 

*871 R, '.Ellis Cmimiims tanu 7 While stiff the gory dabble 
did anew the soil poltata. 

Dabbled, ppl. a. [f. Babble », + -«>.] Wetted 
bysplashing; casually or irregularly wettett; staumd 
or soiled with water, blood, nmd, etc, 

*S»* SYLvamrm Du Bartm 1. iv, inf 1 lie lively Lkjsmr 
Goa With dabbled heel* hash ttwelUng clw »!«rn trod. *7*7 .. 
Swift Pmm$, City Skewer,. Rising with "dabbled wings. 
*887 SrsvaMOOM Undermmts 1. ix. xi The- aaldeit jewels' of 
the rain Sk nryotur dabbled lodss again. - 
Babblement* mwa-wd. [See Dab- 

bling (in seml-cosanete «msc}* 


BABBLER. 


3 


DACRYOLITH, 


*866 Carlyle Return. J188D II. 236, 1 . . alas, was met by 
a foul clabblement of paint oozing downstairs. 

Babbler (dseblaj). [f. Dabble v . + -erL] 

1 . One who dabbles, esp. in any business or pursuit. 

261 r Cotgr., Patouillard , a padkr, dabler, slabberer ; 
one that tramples with his feet in plashes of durtie water. 
<22625 Fletcher Elder Bro. 11. ii, A little unbaked poetry 
Such as the dabblers of our time contrive. 1768-74 Tucker 
Lt. Nat. (2852) L 7 Your dabblers in metaphysics are the 
most dangerous creatures breathing. 1869 Freeman Norm . 
Conq. (1876) III. xi. 72 A dabbler in arts and sciences. 

1 2 . (See quot.) Ohs. 

1611 Cotgr., Papefif, the maine course; that part of the 
maine-sayle whereto the bonnets, or dabiers be fastened. 

Da-b blesome, a. nonce wd. [See -some.] Given 
to dabbling. 

*866 Rlackmore C radock Nowell liii. (*883) 370 Babble- 
some interferences with ancient institutions. 

Babbling (dorbliq), vbl. sb. [-ing 1 .] The 
action of the verb Dabble ; an instance or result 
of such action. 

*677 H u board Narrative. 109 Many of the rest were sorely 
wounded, as appeared, by the dabbling of the Rushes with 
blood. 1712 Swift jfrtil. Stella 19 Dec., We are full of 
snow and dabbling. 1856 Fronde Hist. Eng. {18581 I. iv. 
361 Some further paltry dabbling was also attempted with 
the phraseology. 1884 Chr. Treasury Feb. 92/* The dis- 
connected dabblings of, .untrained forgers. 

Ba'bbling, ppl- a. [-ing That dabbles. 

*661 Lovell Hist. Anim. ft Min, 518 In dabhlcing 
weather and autumne. *816 J, Gilchrist Philos, Etym. 
178 Superficial, dabbling authors, a 1845 Hood Mermaid 
of Margate x ii, A scaly tail,' of a dolphin's growth, In the 
dabbling brine did soak. 

Hence Ba-bblingly adv. 

*8x1 W. Taylor in Monthly Rev. LXV 134 'Hie first 
number is written by the editor, and treats dabbliugly of 
‘dabblers’. 

Babby (da*bi\ a. [f. Dab v.~. Dab sbA ft.] 
Damp, moist : (of clothes) wet and clinging to the 
body; flabby; flaccid. 

*58* J. Stud ley Seneca's Medea 13th, When the stormy 
southerns winde with dankish dabby face Of hoary winter 
sendeth out the gushing showres apace. x8xa Sporting 
Mag. XL. 167 All very greasy, Mousy, dabby, dusty, salt- 
watery, and so on. a 1825 For by Koc. E. Anglia, Dabby, 
moist, and somewhat adhesive; sticking to the skin like wet 
linen. *844 j. 1’. Hewlett Parsons 4- IK v. Your, .overalls, 
which hang dabby and flabby about your legs, a 1845 Hood 
Domestic Asides iv, 1 should have loved to kiss her so,— » 
(A flabby, dabby bahby K 

Babciliclc (<fai*h|tpk’h Forms ; a. 6 dapchicke, 
dopehicken, 6-7 dopchick(e ; ( 1 . 7 dip-chicke, 
9 diboMek; 7. 6 dobchiokin, 7-8 dobchick ; 

o. 7-9 dab-chick, 8- dabchick. [The early 
forms dap-, dap- chick, with the later dip-chit 1 % ami 
synonym Dcmter, appear to connect the first part 
of the word with the ablaut stem deup , dup-, dop- 
of Du?, Deep; but the forms in dob-, dab-, stem 
to be associated with some senses of Dab »,] 

The Little Grebe, Podiaps minor, a small water- 
bird, found in rivers and other fresh waters, and 
noted for its diving; in U.S. the name is applied 
to. another species of Grebe, Pod ily mints podiaps. 

а. *575 Tukbkrv. Fmulamrie 150 Small fowl®, as the dap- 
chicke, or suche like. *583 Golding Calvin on Dent, xc, 
55/Fhe Swanne the Cormorant the pellicane, the Dopehicken 
the storke, *6x5. Charm an Od}ss. xv. 636 She. .Shot dead 
the woman, who into the pump Like to a dop-chiek dived. 
273 a Mortimer in Phil. Trans, XXXV II. 449 Pod Pipes 
minor rostra trnrio, The 'Pied Bill Dopchick. *888 IK. 
Somerset Word-bk., Dapehick. (Always. I _ 

8. 1602 Carbw Cornwall 3.5 a, The Dip-chicke (so named 
«f his diving and IittSenes.se ). *8*7 T. Arrwooo in C. M. 
Wakefield Life viii. (1885; *09, l am glad Bosco has got the 
clibchicks. 

7. *5 ..Pari Byrdes 88 in Had. E, P P. III. xtx The 
Cote, the Dobchick, and the water Hen. *598 Florid, 
Piombrim . . a bird called a kingfisher. Some take it for 
a dobchick in. 1670 Narborouch pml. in Ace. Set*. Late 
Koy. 1, (1694) '59 white-breasted Divers, and Dobchtcks, . 
*678 Rav Wilbtghhy's Ornitk. 340 The Didapper, or Diaper, 
or Dobchick, or small Doucker. 1766 .Pennant Zeal. (1768? 

1 1 . 397. *70 Morse A men Geog, 1.9*4. Dobchick. 

б, . *610 {see c]. *728 Pope Dune. u. 63 As when a dab- 
cluck waddles thro' the copse, On feet and wings, and. flies, 
and wades, and hops* *789 CL White Selborne 1*853) H* 
xii. 2.73 Dabehkks and coots fly erect. ^ 1870 Thqrnbuky 
Tour Eng.. I, i 7 Brentford again dived v to reappear 
suddenly,* like a dab chick on the surface of history. 

b. dial. Applied to the Moor-hen or Water-hen. 

*$77 'AC IK. Line. Class., Dab-thick, the water-hen. *879 

SA'rofsk, Ward bk., Dab-thick, the Water-hen.’ 

c. fig. Of a girl. 

*610" Ii. Jomsom AUH. iv, ii, ’Fore God, She k a delicate 
Dab-chick S 1 must have her. ■ 

<f Ash s explanation ‘ A chicken newly hatched * 
(to which the Cenlmy Dictionary refers the quot. 
from Pope in a 5) is merely an amusing blunder, 
t Bablet. Ohs, In 4 deblet, 7 Sc. dab let, 
daiblefc. fa. OF. deablot (14th c. Godefr.), dim. 
of doable, diaide Devil.] A little devil, an imp. 

4*1380 Wycuf Serum-, Sel. Wks. II, 3*8 JJe fond moveb pes 
debietk to. fere Crtatene men fro treu)«t. < a 1605 Momt- 
oomriir Fly ting 379' When the Weird 'Sisters had this 
voted, ail in an voyce, The deid of libel d&blct, Hid. 5x3 
For the din of thir claibkts raise! all the deils. 

1! Baboya (dlixd'I, da* buy a *, Also daboia. 
[Hindi daboya that lies hid, the lurker, f, dabnd to 
lurk,] The large viper of the East Indies. 


1872 W. Aitkin Set. 4 Pract. Med, (ed. 6) I. 387 A horse 
bitten by a daboia. 1889 Century Mag. Aug. 505 Among 
the vipers the daboya is entitled to rank as a poisoner dose 
to the cobra. 

Dabster (darbstsr). [In sense 3 f. Dab $b .'> : 
see -stee.] 

1 . One skilled at anything ; an expert or dab. 
Chiefly dial. 

1708 Brit. Apollo No. 03, 3/9 Ye Dabsters at Rhime. 
1770-86 P. Skelton Wks, V. 203 The right dabsters at asly, 
or a dry joke. 1824 Hist. Gaming 29 Her . . luck at play 
(for she was a dabster). 1842 Akerman Wiltshire Gloss., 
Dabster, a proficient. x888 Berksh. Gloss., Dabster, one 
who excels greatly. [So in many dialect Glossaries.] 

2 . Applied depreciativeiy ; ef. Daubster, 
Dabbler. 

1871 Browning Pr. Hohettst. 389 Lines Which every 
dabster felt in duty bound To signalize his power of pen and 
ink By adding to a plan once plain enough. 1892 Idler 
Sept. 203, I am a very indifferent amateur, a slouchy dabster, 
a mere artistic sarcasm. 

II BabuJi. [Arab. pabitc. hyaena « Heb. 

sms tsdbuao. Jcr. xii. 9.] The Arab name of the 
Striped Hyaena, retained by some early naturalists. 

x6oo J. Pory tr. Leo's Africa II. 342 Of the Beast called 
Dabuh . . It,, will rake the carkeises of men out of their 
graves, and will devour them. 1607 Torsi; ll Four-f. Beasts 
439 The second kind of hyena, called Papio or Dabuh 
JDab-wash: see Dab sbj 1 1. 

|| Da capo Ida ka*p<?). Mus. [It. da from capo 
head, beginning.] A direction at the end of a piece 
of music to repeat from the beginning ; the end of 
the repeat being usually marked with a pause or the 
word Fine, (Abbreviated D. C.) Also Jig. 

1724 Short Exp tic. For. IVds. in Mas. Bks. <Stanf.), Da 
capo, or by way of Abbreviation D C. 1740 Dvche Si 
Pardon, D. C. in Musick signifies Da Capo, that is, give or 
play the whole or some particular part pf an air again. 1855 
Thackeray Newsomes i, And then will wake Morrow and 
the eyes that look on it ; arid so da capo. 

Hence Da capo v. {nonce~wd.), to repeat (musicL 
1764 Poetry in Ann. Reg. 240 Say, will my song, da 
capo d o’er, Piano soft. Andante roar X803 in Spir. Pub. 
pruts. (1804* VI L 2x Thus you may da capo this musical 
entrd. 

Dace (dF l s). Also 5 darco, darse, 6 da.se. 
[ME. darse, etc., a. OF. darz,dars, nom. (and pi.) 
of dart, from 15th c. dard Dart, dace; cf. Cotgr., 

4 Dard ", a Dart ; also, a Dace or Dare fish 1 ; so 
called from its darting motion t cf. Dare.] 

1 . A small fresh-water eyprinoid fish, Lcuciscus 
vulgaris. 

c 1430 Two Cookery-bks. 20 Take Dace, Trout ys, and 
Roche. <? 1460 J. RusKEt.L Bk. Nurture 575 Perche, rooche, 
darce. 1496 Bk. St Alban's, Fishing u8xo< 36 Another 
{bayte] for darse & roche Kc bleke, 1538 Lei, and I tin. 
V. 90 Bremes, Pikes, Tenches, Perches and Daces. 1655 
Mot* fry & Bhnnkt Health's Jm/nm. (1746) 27.* Daces or 
Darts, or Dares, be of a sweet 'Paste, a soft Flesh and 
good Nourishment. 1802 Binclky Anim. Miog. (1813) 
III. 84 Dace afford great amusement to the angler. 
1833 Lamm Elia , Old Margate Hoy, With no more relish 
for the sea, than, a pond-perch or a dace might be supposed 
to have. 

b. U. S. Applied locally to other fishes resem- 
bling or allied to this : as the genus Nhinichthys, 
and the red fin, Minnitus cornutus. {Cent, Diet.) 

2 . Comb., as dace-like. 

1838 Lytton Alice vi. iv, Stopping Mr. Douce's little,, 
dace-like mouth. 

II Bacey (de»*si). Anglo-Ind. [ad. Hindi dcsi, 
f. des country.] Of or belonging to the country 
(i. e. India), native ; Country 13 b, as in dacey- 
cotton, silk, manufacture , etc. 

1876 L, P, B rockett Silk weaving i. 13 (Cent. Dict.\ 

II Bacbshtmd (da-ksjhundu Also in partly 
anglicised form dachs -hound, [Ger. *» badger- 
dog.] One of a German breed of short-legged long- 
bodied dogs, used to draw badgers ; a badger-dog, 
c x88x M. Arnold Later Poems , Poor Matthias, Max, 
a dachshound without blot. 188S Mrs, H. Ward R. FJs- 
mcrejx$cjc>)s 8 s The sleek dachshund .. sat blinking besido 
its mistress. 

Dacite (d^'soit). Ceol. [Named 3863 from 
Dacia, the liomm province including Transylvania 
4* -ms,] A name for . varieties of greenstone or 
trachyte rock containing ouartz. 

. D878 Lawrence Cotta's Rocks Class. 1 85 Stack® has given 
the name of Back to a quart scose trachyte.) 1879 Rutley 
Stud, Rocks xii. 2 33 The chemical composition of thedaeites 
varies considerably, 

Bacity fdarslti). dial. Also (s.w.1 docity. 
[An aphetic form of audacity : so in local dialects 
dadous.) Capacity, ability; activity, energy. 

*636 W, Sam i son Koto Breaker v, I have piai'd a Major 
in my time with as good dacity as e're a hobby- Howe on 'em 
a! 1 , 1746 Exmoor Scolding* 1879) ®°9 Tha hast no Stroll tier 
Docity, no Vittinesa in.emiy keendest Theng, *835 Robin-, 
son Whitby Gloss., Dacity, fitness, capacity, suitable address 
'■ in a matter. 

Backer, darker (dtc'k^J, drknr), v. Sc, and 
north, dial. Also daker. [app. t in sense 1, the 
same as MFlem, imchsrm * vofitare, motari, mo* 
bilitari ; et vibrate, coruscare r iK Ilian, 1509), But 
sense 7 is not dearly connected with the others, and 
may be a separate word.] 


I. 1 . intt. To shake to and fro, waver, totter, 
stagger, ling. dial. 

x668 Skinner Etym. Docker, vox in agro Lincoln, 

usitata : significat autem Vacillare, N utare. 1674 Ray N. C. 
Words 13 Docker, to waver, stagger or totter, a w ord used 
in Lincolnshire. 1876 Whitby Gloss., Daikering . . also 
quavering with the limbs ; ‘ a daikering- sort of a body 
a paralysed person. 1877-89 A'. W. Line . Gloss, an!, a), 
Dacker, to waver, to shake fitfully. / I could see the chimla 
dacker tvry gust that came ’. 

2 . To walk tolteiingly as from feebleness or in- 
firmity ; to toddle; to go about slowly, idly or 
carelessly ; to saunter, dander. 

tSi8 Scott Rob Roy xxiii, Gin yell .. just daiker up the 
gate with this Sassenach. — II rt. Midi viii, Wha wad 
hae thought o‘ his daikering out this length? ' 1825 Jamie- 
son, Dacker , duiker . . (7) 'l'o go ahout in a feeble or infirm 
state. Ft trick Forest, 1851 Cumbrld. Glass , Dakeriu, 
walking carelessly, 

S. To work in an irregular or pottering way. 

1703 Thoresbv Let. to Ray t E. IX S. , Daker, to work for 
hire after the common days work is over, at 2 d an hour. 
*808 Jamieson, Dacker , daker , duiker. .3, To toil as in job 
work, to labour. .5. To be engaged about any piece of work 
in which one does not make great ' exertion J .to be slightly 
employed. 

4 . jig. To remain or hang on in a state of irreso- 
lution ; to vacillate, equivocate, waver ; be irregular 
in one’s ways. Also, to have relapses in sickness. 

*8*8 Scott Rob Roy vi, Sae I Can duiker on with the 
family frae year's end to year's end. 1877 in N. IF, Line . 
Gloss, , * 1 knew he was ikin', be dicker'd.. in his talk.' 

5 . To truck, to traffic (Lothian), 

* It properly signifies to deal in it puddling and loose sort 
of way ; as allied in sense to E. higgle* f Jamieson v 

6. To have dealings, engage, grapple with . 

*785 Poems Buchan. Dialed 10 1 Jam.), 1 flacker'd wt' him 

by mysel’. x88a in Edwards Mod. Sc. .Poets ber. iv. 19 3 
"i'were well wi folk they oft would think Afore they daiker 
long wi drink. 

II. 7 . To search ( intr. and t ran si). 

*634 Burgh Rcc. in Cramcmd Ann. Banff. 1x893! II. %yt 
The baiivk, haiffing can sit seonrbe, seik, and flacker the 
duelling housis. 17x7 Kirk Session Rec, in Gordon Ckrmt. 
Keith fx88o,J 00 Warrant for flackering for the said -meat 
1768 Ross Ihlenare 91 (jam.) To dacker for her as for 
robbed gear. 

!! Bacoit fdakoi’t), sb. Also d&koit, deceit. 
[Hindi dakait, orig, dakait, f. ditkd gang-robbery, 
i. Skr. dash taka com p ressed , crowded.] 

A member of a class of robbers in India and 
Burmah, who plunder in armed 'bands. 

Also applied to pirates who formerly infested the Canges 
between Calcutta and Burhaitipore ; see quot. 3810. 

x8xo T, Williamson E. India: Fade M, II, 396 tY,} Decent*, 
or water-robbers, 1844 H. H. Wilson Brit. India I. 399 
The Dak oits did not commonly proceed to murder; but 
they perpetrated atrocious cruelties. x888 Pall Mall G. 
t Feb. 3/a ■ The whole of Lower Burmah was ravaged by 
bands of daeoits, who defied and defeated the local authorities 
and robbed whole villages... 

Hence Bacoi-t v. 7 to plunder as a dacoxt ; Ba- 
coi taffe, Bacoi-ting’, the practice of a dacoit, 
Dacoity ; Bacoitee% one robbed by a clacoit. 

x886 A thcnmtm t May 578 The only choice left him is that 
of dacoiting or of being dacoited. 1890 'Times. 26 Dec. 3/t, 
2000 ^ rupees and other property belonging to, them were 
d&coitecL *887 New York Examiner. 12 May {Cent. Diet* 
We may expect soon to bear that Daeoitage hk» : begun with 
as much vigor as ever. : 1887 Edits- Rev. Apr, 409-.lt may be 
a pleasanter . game to play the dacoxt than the dacoitee, 
x8% Munch. Courier to Dec.,' It is stated that dacoiting'..- 
has taken place at Bhamo. 

ii Bacoity (dakorti). Also de-, dacoitee, 4 ©. 
[a. Hindi dakaifi, abstr. sb. £ fakait.) 

The system of robbery practised by the dacoits ; 
grng-robbexy ; an act' of robbery with violence 
committed by an armed band '(now, according to 
the Indian penal code, of not less than five i»ea\ 
38x8 j as. M ill Brit. Indus 1.3840) V. 466 (' Y.) The crime -of 
dacoity ' | that is, robbery by gangsb s$L$. Stogq4i*ijkr 
I/amwk, Brit, India (1854) 223 Not less than one hundred 
Dacoities. .are annually reported, ' *893: Times *-% Jm* tyd 
A dacoity did occur, .and property was carried, off. 

Erroneously for Daooit. 

18(49 E. E. Nahkr Excun, S. Africa II. 7 Once the 
property of a renowned -Decoitee,-.. or river-pirate. ■ 
Baere, obs. form of Dicker (of hides). 
Bacryd t dtckridb BoL [£ motlL. Dacrydium, 
a. Gr. hanpvdwv, dim, of Z/mpv tear, in allusion to 
resinous- drops exuded by these trees.} • A tree 
or shrub of.gtmm.Dairydmm t allied to : the: Yew.' ■■ 
*846 Lmw.iv Kgg.Kingd. asS la New- Zealand tlxe Dacryds 
are sometime* no bigger than-.. Mosses. . 

Bacryoliii (djrkririin)* C/um. ■ [mod. 1 Gr, 
5 xtpv tear + -ol + -in.] The form of albumin found 
in the tears, 

387s A* Flint: - Physiol, i Man, V. 14.5; The albumen is 
called by some authors, laehrymir 3 e».or dacryoliae. 
Syd.Soe, Lex, f . DmryoUn , . is converted by «o.W'evaposra- 
■' tioa into a yellow hisolubte substance..:-' 

Bacryolitli, -lit© (thrkii^UE -bit}. Path. 
[f. -as pvec. + 'RBm- stone ] .A calculuS'-or 'concretion 
occurring in thelacrynial -passages* . . 

: *847-9 Todd Cycl, A mat, TV* ftet/i Calculous forwatfonsin 
the : Derymal organs , , may be known by-t.he'ge»eric »«ae' 
flacryolith, '.*875 Ii. Walton Pis. Eye ..*009 Cdnitmctival 
flacryoliths Rave been, described,. ■ *8 Syd* 'Sas* Lix*» 
BcuryolUk % same as DmryoMie ,. . . 


DACRYOMA, 


PADDOCK, 


|| Dacrycrma. Path, [f. as prec. after such 
sbs. as carcinoma .] An impervious state of one or 
both of the puncta lachrymal ia, preventing the tears 
from passing into the lachrymal sac. 

1830 m S. Cooper Did . Surg . 373. 1857 in Dunglison. 

[1 Da*cryops. Path. [ft as prec. + &ip eye, face.] 
a. An affection of the eyelid : a clear cyst due to 
distension of one of the lachrymal ducts, b. A 


watery eye. 

1857 in Dunglison, 1859 Hulke in Opthahn. Hosp. Repts. 
1 , 287. 

Dactalomaney, error for Dactyliomancy. 

t Da*etile. Ohs. fVf. Dactyl sb.] 1 v. intr. To 
run quickly and nimbly. (If not a misprint for 
ductile adj., as treated by Gifford, or for tactile.) 

a 1637 B. Jonson Mortimer's Fall, Thy form doth feast 
mine eye, thy voice mine ear. .And softness of thy skin my 
very touch, As if 1 felt it ductile through my blood. 

Dactyl (dsedml), sb. Also 5 -ylle, 5-6 -ile, 6 
-il, -ill, 7-9 -yle. [ad. (perh. through F. dactyle) L. 
dactylus , a. Gr. SaxrvXos, a finger, a date, a dactyl 
(from its 3 joints!,] 

+1. The fruit of the date-palm ; a date. Ohs. 

[1398 T revisa Barth. De P. R. xvit. cxvi. (1495) 678 The 
fi ute of the pal me is callyd Dactulusd 1483 Ca tk. A ngl 88 
A Dactyl le fute (fruytt A.', dactitis. *541 R. Copland 
Guydon's Formularye X ij b, Powdre of dae tiles, 1644 
Rulwer Chiral. Aiij, Thus while the gratefull Age offer 
whole springs Of Palme, my zeale an humble Dactyle brings. 
1656 in Blount Giossogr. 

2 . Prosody. A metrical foot consisting of a long 
syllable followed by two short (or, in modern 
verse, of an accented syllable and two unaccented!. 

0x420 Wyclif Bible, Job Prol. (1850) IL 671 Vers of sixe 
feet, rennende with ductile and sponde feet, 1581 Sidney 
A Pol. Poetrie (Arb.i 71 The French., hath not one word, 
that hath his accent in . . Antepenultima, and little more 
hath the Spanish : and therefore, verie gracelesly may they 
vse Dactiies. *589 Puttenham Eng, Poesie 11. xiv. tArb.j 
140 This distique . . standing all vpon 'perfect dactils v 1670 
Eachard Cant. Clergy 13 if., upon the first, scanning, lie 
knows a sponde from a dactyl . . A' forward boy ! cries the ■ 
school-master. 1779 Burney in Phil Trans. LX IX. 196 If 
he discovers a partiality for any particular measure, it is for 
dactyls of one long and two snort notes. 1838^9 Hall am 
Hist. Lit . 11,. v. § 92 The first foot of each verse is generally, 
a dactyle. 1848 Macaulay Hist. Eng, I. 30. 

3 . A mollusc, the piddoek (P/tolas dactylus). 

2802 Bincley Anim. Biog. (1813! III. 442 The Dactyle 

Pholas. 

f Da # ctylar, a. Ohs. rare, [f, L. type dotty* 
lards, £ mdyl-us : see prec,] Pertaining to a 
dactyl ; dactylic. 

{c 2400 Lan franc' s Cirurg. 307 The .vj. is doped dactilare 
for it is schape as. it 'were pe.stooa of a date.! x8»8 in 
Webster. 

f Bactyleib Ohs. nonce-wd. [f. Dactyl + 
-IT, dim suffix,] A little dactyl. 

*597 Bp, Hall Sat, *, vi. 14 How 'handsomely besets 
Dull spondees with the English dactilets. 


Dactylic (dmkfcrlik \ .a. and' sb. [ad. L. dotty* 
lie- us, a. Gr. $atcTv\txu$ f ft LiucrvXm ; gee *XC.] 

A. adj. Of, pertaining to, or of the nature of, a 
dactyl ; consisting of or characterized by dactyls. 

x-gBp 'Puttenham Eng* PmsUaiAhthb tjo That which’ 

.. Staxuhurst;.. first toofe«-*n hand by. his exameters'dswtilicke 
' and .spoadaieke in" the translation of Virgilt Enetdos. xygr ' 
; Johnson Rambler' 94' "r 9: 'The power ,' of the'eponditck 
" and dactylick ' harmony. ■ x%$ ILqwftix. 'M'&msksad JrmL, 
Prose Wks. 1800 L is The dactylic 'beat of. the horses' hoofs. 
2871 Publ. Sch* Lai. Gram, § t « 5 The Dactylic Hexameter 
occupies as large a '.space sti' Latin poetry.asa.it otiier'Veims 
together. , 

R. sb. A dactylic verse. 

*795 'Southey { title ), , The Soldier's: Wife. ■ Dactylics. 
1797 Canning & Gifford Parody' in AmtLJacobln No. 6 
Near talk of 'ears again ! .look at thy spelling-book ; Dacty- 
lics, call'st thou .'em?— -''God help thee, silly one !'. 187a 
M. Collins Two PimgesA, v, 103 She' got bold of a Mind 
poet, .and made him tell the story in dactylics*. 


Dactylic*, combining form of Gr. SaxrvXws 
Unger-ring [f. SaurvXos fmger ; sec Dactyl], as in 
DactyliogrlypL [Gr. an en- 

graver of gems for finger-rings ; also, according to 
Brande, * the inscription of the name of the artist 
on a gem * ; hence Dactydiogly phic a. ; 2>aety~ 
lio*glypMst *■ Dactylioglyph ; Dactylio-glypliy 
[Gr. baKTvktti'yAvfm}, the art of engraving' gems : 
(Webster 1864). , DactyHo'grapiter, one who 
describes- finger-rings, engraved . seals, etc, ; hence 
»acty:liogra*pMc a. ; Dactylio-gxapliy, the de- 
scription of. finger-rings,' 4 the science' of. gem- 
engraving ’(Braude). DactylioTogy, the study of 
finger-rings. 

.. 1850 Leitcii MMlleds Am, Art § tat, *09. The' luxury of 
ring- wearing . .. raised the art, of' the . dactyBc^lyphist to ' the 
height which it was capable of attaining, ■ 187a C, W» Kino 
Antique Gems 4 Rings Index, Dady biology. 


Dactyliomancy fdaekti*lmm»ms!), • erron. 
dactylo-. [f. Or, 

Divination by means of a finger-ring. 

: {For methods see E. B/Tylor, Trim. Culture t. it s.) ' 

; 16x3 Furchas Pilgrimage L iw v»3io Dactylioemnae was 
a divination with 'Rings* ■ '*552,'' Gaule. ■ MOgatrfrom* ifig 
Dactylomancy. ' 1871 Tylor PHm.'',Cmit. . 1 ,' ts 5 'These 
mystic mts. .are rude forms ofthe classhal 'dactylicwaa-cy. 


4 

3877 W. Jones Finger-ring L. xia Another method of prac- 
tising Dactylomancy. _ 

f Da‘ctylist» Ohs. rare , [f. Dactyl + -ist.] 
A writer of dactylic verse. 

2785 Warton Pref. Milton's Min. Poems (T.), May beer- 
tainly a sonorous dactylist. 

|| Dactylitis {dtektibi-tis). Path, Inflamma- 
tion of a finger or toe. Hence Dactylitic (-i'tik) 
a. y pertaining to dactylitis, 
x 86 s Bumstkad Feu. Dis. (1879) 671 Tins affection . . was 
formerly culled syphilitic panaris. We use the term dacty- 
litis. ibid. 772 Dactylitic swellings. 

Dactylo- (darktifo, chektilp’), combining form 
of Gr, bdxrvXos finger, as in 3DamtyIodeI*fctou8 a. 
(nonce -ml.) [Gr, Sa/rrvAdSereTO?], pointed at with 
the finger. Dactylo'grapfcy * Dactylolocy. 
Dactylo-nomy [-nomy], the art of counting on 
th e fingers. Dactylo’podite (Z00L ), [Gr. xroS- foot] , 
the terminal joint of a limb in Crustacea. Da*cty- 
lopoire (see quot.) ; hence Dactylopo*rio a. 
Dactylo-pterous a., having the characters of the 
genus Dactyloptcrus of fishes, in which the pectoral 
fins are greatly enlarged and wing-like ; so Dacty- 
lo’pteroid a, Daictylozo oid, -zo'id, a mouthless 
cylindrical zooid in some Hydrozoa. 

1852 Times 27 May 5/6 Oxford must . . be - represented in 
politics, .by an universally dactyfodeiktous personage. . 2884 
J. C. Gordon Deaf Mutes in Amer. Annals Apr. (1885- *s8 
note, A much simpler system ■ of ‘dactylography ' based 
upon the Dalgarno alphabet. ' vnt Bailey, Daclylonomy, 
the Art. of Numbering on the Fingers. 2870 Rollkston 
Anim. Life 92 Appendages which are' known as the 
* propodite ' and * dactylopoaite \ x88o Huxley Crayfish 
iv, 219 The dactylopodites of the two posterior thoracic 
limbs. x88a Syd, Foe, Lex., Daetybpore, a name given to 
the pores in the corallum of HydrocoralHnse, from which the 
dactylozoids protrude, *888 Rolliston & Jackson Anim. 
Life 75,8 The hydramh is sometimes modified for special 
functions, and the following must be regarded as polymor- 
phic forms of it. .The Daciylozmnd, a mouthless hydmnth, 
modified for solely defensive and offensive purposes. Such 
zooids are universal among Hydroeorallma, 

Dactyloid (darktiloid), a. tare^\ [ad, Gr. 
daicrvkouMp finger- like ; see -oil*,] . ■ 'Resembling 
a finger. x88a in Syd, Sec. Lex. 

Dactylology (dxkttlpi&%i). Also 7 d&cty- 
logie. [f. Gr, bcucTvkm finger + -\oyia discourse ; 
see -logy,] * Finger-speech * ; the art of * speak- 
ing ’ or communicating ideas by signs made with 
the fingers, as in the deaf-and-dumb alphabet. 
(Formerly €11 1 kology.) 

*$51$ • Blount Glmogr,, Dmtyfogic * . finger-talk, speech 
made with the fingers, X680 Dalgarno Dm/ it Dumb 
Mads Tutor Introd., Cheirology, or dactylology. , m inter- 
pretation 'by the tranaient inottons of the linger*. *86® 
Gmrdiom 34 Oct. 927/1 The ceremony 'was performed In the 
finger language, or, as it Is grandiloquently termed, 'dactyl-' 
oiogy. x&5 G. Mrriwth Diana If. xii, 303 Thty pressed 
hands at parting, .not for the ordinary dactylology of Jovtrs, 
but in -iign of the treaty of. amity. 

Bactylose .ckekrihfo s% a. rare-*, [f. Dactyl 
( or its source) + - 08 ®.] 4 Having fingers, or finger* 
shaped > {Syd. Soc. Lex.). 

Dad (dsed),' sbf colloq. Also 6-7 dadd'o. 
[Occurs from the 16th c. (or possibly 15th cA, in 
representations of rustic, humble,or childish speech, 
in which it may of course have been in tm much 
earlier, though it is not given in the Prmtfi&rmm 
or Catkolkm, where words of. this class' occur. 

■Of. the actual origin we have .noevltlenot ; but the forms : 
dada } lata, meaning 4 father *, oriaitmting in infantile or 
childish speech, occur independently in many language*. 
It has been assumed that our. word is taken from Welsh 
tad. mutated dad, but this *r very' doubtful ; the Welsh » 
itself merely a word of the same class, which' has displaced ' 
the original Celtic' word for ' 1 father * * Ir. ’ aihedr .) : 

A. childish or familiar word for father : originally 
ranking with mam for mother, but now less typi- 
cally childish. Cf. Daddy. 

ha t^oo Chester PI ' (Shales. 'Soc.) !.■ 43 Cayme . ' I will. » 
Speaku with, my dadde arid miun’ also. . Mamma ami dadd, 
reste you well I {Of uncertain date the' MS, in only of *593. 

■ Hart ,M.S*of'ido7reads fit 6781 ‘sire, and dam*, da 68xd father 
and mother*,} *553 Wilson Rkel 3*' Brmgym fortlie.' 
a fains child .unto you . , suche a. one as shall ■ call you dad with ' 
"his mem -Isspyng wotdei, ip.GngHi Awr 1* tats 
"(xfiool S3 'The boy'.' styes*. Mam, when# is ttiyDaci^wlien will, 
he come .'hornet *595 SnAata, John 11/1.4^7 Since T first 
add my brothers father Dad, ' x&*5 GiLL.-fncr. Philos, i» 95, 
I haye not 'read.' .so tmte In. 'heraldry, as to tell you who was 
his '.Dad, nor. of what- house fils mother 'came." tyoll Mm* 
Centlivre Bnsie Body 1 i» An Duck, who , , tho'he 'made 
me- his Heir, lefo.Dad ray Guardian, . t%t$ Grand 

Master Argh, 'Leaving Mi'dati and m»a 'la tears, ' * 8#$' 
Bwant Childr. of Gthm it. viii. Poor old dad 1 
■ fig* 'sfiofi T# Moatwt Dream* 'Emmmnler 93. It it baiter to'' 
be a lad then (that I may so say) a dad in falshood, x68a 
N. O.&mUmts Lmirim t, m "For be ws Dad of all the ring-, 
ing Tribe. t ABCrmm Gio$M,,.Dad is also 'used for one 
that excels in .any, thing, but chiefly in a 'bad sense, * He 'st 
'dad of an .for. mischief**'' 

Dad. sbf Sc. and north, dial Also daud, dawd. 
[f. Dad zt.J 

1 * A firm -and shaking blow, a knock or thump 
(e.g. on the back of a man or 'beast, or on any body 
with dull resonance), 

17x8 Ramsay 'Christ's Mirk tit.xiit, He, .FtsyM dad, and 
dang the bark Aff 's shins that day. *7% IX Davimom 


Seasons (Jam.) Whoe’er did slight him gat a daud. *827 
J. Wilson Nod. Ambr, Wks, 11855} I. 277 The snaw w m 
, .giein them satr fluffs and dads on their faces, 

2 . A large piece knocked oil, a 1 thumping 5 piece, 
a lump (oi bread or other solid matter;. 

1785 Burns Holv Fairxx hi, Cheese an’ bread , .dealt about 
In. .dawds that day. 1837 R. Nuoll Poems n%w 89 Daud* 
o’ counsel ye would git*. ' *849 in Robson Bards of Tyne 
77 Lumps o’ beef an* dads o’ duff, *879 Cumbria. Gloss* 
SnppL, Daud, h Hake ol’snow. 

Dad, a de Ion no turn of God, in asseverations : 
now dial -CL Ah ad, Bisdaji; also Dod.) 

1678 Otway Friendship in F. in. t, But by Dad he’» pure 
company, x68x N. N. Rome's Follies 30 Say’st thou w. 
Neighbour f dad, you have very much reviv’d my heart, 
x&p# S, Lover Handy Andy hi, By < dad I Araiy, yc^i’ve 
nracle a mistake this time that 1*11 forgive you, *890 Ddiift 
Notes (Lost*, n U.S.), Kentucky Words n. 64 Dmi, dmi , for 
God, in certain curses. / Dad drat your hide ** 

Dady Clftud (dmd, dad), v. Sc. and north, dial 
[Onomatopoeic ; expressing orally the action in 
question, and its abrupt and somewhat dulled 
sound. The occasional Sc* . spelling daud clc«s 
not imply a long vowel*' but merely the low back 
wide (a), often approaching (§).] 

1, tram. To strike with a blow that shakes or 
sends a shock through ; to knock t 'beat; to shake 
with knocking or beating. 

a *S7» Kmox hist. Ref, Wks._18.46_ I »6o One took him flbe 
Gdub*’] < y the hdllis, msd dadding Ids head to tl« aih left 
Ikimm without head or lianclis.* iyt$ Ramsay Christ's h'irk 
11. id, Then tt»k his baniiet 1.0 the bent Ami iladiiit. all' the 

ghtr. ' *722 - Three Bonnets iv> Thin «iid» he dadifod to the 

yate, tflxfi J Wilson Next, Ambr, Wks, 18,55 1 , *;|8 Twa 
stout; yuun.', follows daitdm aue anither afoiut. ,Wi’ 
neives. X833 Mom Mamie Wamh xvii, 1849)1*3 Datiditig 
the end of las staff on the grount!, 1849 Ckmxut. let* in 
Fronde Life II. it Nervous system, ail * dacldeti about * by 
coach travel, 

2 . intr * ■ 

X719 "Ramsay md Anew. Hamilton Iv, Did down 11 grtnif, 
anti Lik a drink,. tB 6 $ Mas, Ca'.slvi,e Lett, III. The 
shock it mm to me to find, .all thewe mm k f wroicfwrdi lellesrt 
. .‘cladding about * {knocking about} In the dining room* 
Dacia (dtrda, dffdfi" > Also dadda, da-da, [Cf, 
I) Air sb. J A child's word for father \ cf papa, 
(In mint parts pronounced dudu, like papa\ and 
used instead of that word.) 

*681 yrd Colt, Poems, Loyal Litany Jtvt, Or if the 
and I'ikcla fails Ad; pt a l-rste of Neddy lliylct, 16% 
Fakqwhak Lobe A Bottle *, I'Wr child '! lie *»•« bke hi* own 
claclda, as If he were spit out of his mouth. *77$ Mail 
1 /AftKUiY Early Diary (18891 II* 1*7 . Hail*., J have 

this moment received vour letter. 184* in Roli«r> Lards 
of Tyne ' 18631 any A, if* A* my kitwy bairn , *A» U, A —thou 
suin may learn To wy clacSa m array, Hi** Voittiit 
Prince 4 «*• 5« 1 he child will cried for her «J* dU 

t Da da, ml Ohs* [app, o( nursery origin ; 
but the history is unknown,] A childish and 
L miliar expression for 4 Good-bye I * j the earlier 
form of Ta-ta. 

xfi#* Otway SoMieft Fori, in* i* Well, eli, da, da , . prlthtw 
don’t be troubled, da* da. *733 Hnmptm ’ (. 'onrt miu, 10 
Wffe* ..Da, Da y Monster fe*it laughing), it mb. Farewtb 
Tormentor. 

t Da*dder, v. Ok. exc, dial In 5 dadir, 
[Cf. Dodukk, DiDW.ft, Dithie; the form is that 
of a frequentative, as in patter, shiver, t&iter\ etc. s 
but the etymology of the stem, dmh, elkl, dml* t is 
obscure; eft Dam,] intr. To quake, tremble, 
1483 C»th, A ngl, 18 V To Dadir, frigmio, * $. , ’If ye Way 
toSpyt tit Horn 1x8 in Haul. M, A P. IV, at ffoyti, gyrie% 
and Juskysh strong ki»u«»,» Dydderyng and <dadd«ryn|, 
leaning on their utanes, ^ *570 Levins Mmtp. 77/47 To 
Dadder, trepidar*. 1878 Cnmbrld* Gims,, Dander, Dtdder $ 
Dodder, to shiver; to tremble. 

Hence ©adder-, Dodder-grass, Pri.a media, 
1878 C'umbrM* Close., Dodder grass, DetkeHn grata, 
quaking gtms.' 

Baddie, var. of Daddy* 

Daddle (clardT), sb* 'dm!. The land or fist, 
*784 in Gross Diet, Fnig* Tongue* *$xa Sporting Mag* 
XX a IX,. 47 His daddies, fi® us’d with such skill iwm! c!«x*« 

■. ferity. t xBay Scott Turn Drmmn if* * Ad rook* l* ; fscialwal 
U-e hnlliJi -’sure. ,mc» forget the tn*« of their tlad»Ur4'« 
x8S* 'M«s Jackson Shropshire Wordhk* SnppL. av* * Tip 
usyer daddle* fo art' invitation to shake Iwnttls* . ■ 

Da ddle, «•> dial* fapp- ft same root ni I>aiw 
djbh, with dim. aiding -lb; eft imidk. ] intr. To 
walk totteringly or unsteadily, like a cnihl ; to It 
■slow in motion or. action ; to dawdle, saunter, trifife* 
Cf. Daidli, Dawdlb. 

17% Gaoia From, 'Cbm*, Daddk, to - walk unsteadily like 
a : cliild' ; 40.. waddle. '*821 Bkockitt . North C* .If-iA,* 
Doddle, ts 'walk' : uttiteadily t .. to' saunter or trifle,' ■ xiyt 
CmmbrM. Clots,, Daddle, to walk 'or work slowly ; to iriife 
xiS* Mias lmM.mM'Skmp$kimlFori*bk, Siifipt* Doddle* t# 
trifle;' to loiter ; to dawdle. 

Da*ddle, n.- dial, » Diddle, 

'iWft SreviNscm' Tmmmre l»L 1... ill *1 4 II! ■ trick them 
again , » I’ll shake out another reef, matey, and daddle ‘tea 
again.* 

Daddoelc (d«*d»k), dial Also 7 duriooke, 
[Stem dad* of uncertain etymology ; but cf, Dof>* 
dee: the suffix appeal# to be dim. -otic, mi in 
bullock, kiilmkil kotten or decayed wood ; alio 
f daddmk*wmd, 

' a X624 Bi*. M, Smith Serm. (163s) tab How long, would It 
be before you could, .make «ori« of saod, or make a (dec* 
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of dadocke-wood to flame ? 1674 Blount Glossogr. fed. 4), 
Daddock, when the heart or body of a Tree is throughly 
rotten, it is called Daddock , quasi, dead Oak. 3:787 Grose 
Prov. Gloss. , Daddock, rotten wood, touch-wood. Clone. 
1845 S. Judd Margaret n. i, The great red daddoeks lay in 
the green pastures where they had lain year after year, 
crumbling away. 1884 Upton-onS event Gloss., Daddock , 
decayed wood, touchwood, 
lienee Da*ddocfcy a., decayed, rotten. 

3825 Britton Meant Wiltshire , Daddicky, dry, decayed. 
*884 _ UpUm-on-Severn Gloss,, Daddocky , flimsy, unsub- 
stantial, soft with decay. 

Daddy (dse-di). colloq. Also 6 daddye, 6-8 
dady, 8-9 d&ddie. [dim. of Dad : see -y.j 
A diminutive and endearing form of Dad, father. 

? a 1500 Chester PI, tShaks. SocA I, 38 As my daddye 
hath taughte yt me, I will fulfill his lore. [MS. of 1 592 : 
Harl, MS, reads 4 father a 3529 Skelton Image ipocr. 
158 Now God save these dadyes And all ther yong 
feabyes. 1552 Huloet, Dadde or daddy, as infantes cal 
their fathers. 1673 R, Leigh Trausproser Kelt. 8 Every 
Nurse can readily point to Daddy's Eyes, 1794 J. Wolcott 
IF. Pindar) Row!., far Oliver Wks. II, 413 So [1) ask’d my 
daddy’s leave to study Painting. 1880 Miss Braddon Just 
as l am xl, She could not believe that there was a fault in 
daddy. 

b. irreverently. 

3749 C u Esi erf. Left. II. cxciii. 220 All day long afraid of 
old Daddy in England. 1892 .Spectator 24 Dec. 927/2 In 
other respects, he is an Old Daddy ! 

Hence Dad&yism nonce-wd., the characteristics 
of an * old. daddy ’ (of. prec. h) ; in IZ.S. boast of 
or respect for ancestry, 

xSyx Kate Field in Harper's Bazaar Aug, (Farmer), 

* His grandfather was a distinguished man.’ “‘Was he?’ 
replied the man of Chicago. 4 That’s of no account with us. 
There ’s less dftddyism here than any part of the United 
States. What’s he himself? ’ 1892 .Spectator 24 Dec 927/2 

If this great truth had broken upon Carlyle’s biographer, how 
much daddyism had we been spared I 

Ba.&dy-lo*ng-leg3. [From its very long 
slender legs, J a. A popular name for the Crane- 
fly. (Called also father - and Barry Hong legs.) 
b. A name for Arachnids or spiders of similar 
appearance, such as those of the genus Phalattgium. 

a 38x4 Diboin Quanki Fottgo in Univ. Songster II. 58/1 
Old daddy longlegs, when 1 e drank his congo. 1840 West- 
wood tr. Cuvier's A nim. L’ingd. 619 These insects are well 
known under the names of Daddy long-legs, Tailors, &c. 
1884 F. J. Lloyd Science Agric. 279 Next to the wire worm 
the crane fly or daddy-longlegs, .is probably most hurtful. 
Dade id^kl , V. Cbs. exc. dial. Also dial, dad, 
dawd. [perh. the same as the root of Daddkil] 

1. intr. To move slowly or with uncertain steps, 
to toddle, like a child just learning to walk. 

xSxz Drayton Poly-olb. i. 8 Which nourish/ and bred up 
..No sooner taught to dad**, but from their mother trip. 
Ibid, xiv, But eas'Iy from her source as Isis gently dades. 

2. trans. To lead and support (one who totters, 
esp. a child learning to walk). Also fig. 

1598 Drayton Heroic, Ep. xxi xo8 The little children 
when they tearne to goe. By paint-full Mothers daded to and 
fro. 3603 Holland Plutarch's Mor. 18 A guide .. to stay 
and dade them when they learned to go. Ibid. 399 Such he 
ought to enforrne, to direct, to dade and leade by the hand. 
1839 E. Waugh Lane. Songs 72 (Lane. Gloss.), Dost think 
thae could doff me an’ dad me to bed V > 1879 Miss Jackson 
Shropshire Word-bk ,, Dade, to lead children when learning 
to walk. x83x Leicestershire Gloss. , Dade, to help to walk 
I shouldn’ hr* got home, if they hatin’ daded me along 
Hence Da-ding vhl. sb , as in f dading-slceves, 
-strings (dial.\ leading-strings. 

1675 'Prong E Diary 1 1825* 13 His sonn. .with his mayd to 
leade him by his dueling sleeves, 1865 Ben Brinkley I rk- 
dale L 259 He’s nobbut like a chilt in its dad ins. 1879 
Miss Jackson Shropshire IVord-hk,, Dading-strings, by 
which a child is held up when learning 10 walk. 

t Dade, sb, Ohs, Name of some wading bird. 

3686 Loyal Garland xx. n, There's neither swallow, dove, 
nor dade," Can soar more high, or deeper wade. 

Dade, early form of Deed. 

Da*dIeS 8 , a. ran - K [f. Dad 4 - -less ] 

Fatherless. : 

2606 Warner Alb. Eng, xiv. xci, 369 So many dadlesse 

Babes, 

Dado Cd^'dF 4 . Arch, [a. It. dado die, cube 
(«• Pr. dat, OF. del, de) :—L. datum : see Die.] 

1, The block or cube, with plane faces, forming 
the body of a' pedestal, between the base mouldings 
and the cornice ; the die. 

•' 1664' Evelyn tr. Erearfs Arch it. 124 [The Pedestal! is 
likewise called Truncws the Trunk., also Abacus, Dado, 
■Zocco, Ike, X'tSSSR. Holme A rmmry in. tmfx Dado or Dye 
is’ a flat in a Cornice or Pedestal, x8x6 J. Smith Panorama 
Sc, Art I. .173 .Each central {ration, as dado of pedestal, 
shaft of column. 1820 T . Cromwell Exeunt. I reload ii. Sx 
.The dado of the {pedestal, above the entablature. 

2. The finishing of wood running along the lower 
part of the walls of a mom, made to represent 
a continuous pedestal ; strictly applied only to foe 
flat surface between the plinth and the capping. 
Hence, b. Any lining, painting, or papering of the 
Tower part ; of an interior, wall,', of a ;, different 
material or colour from that of the upper part 

3787 Bmhiers .Pmce-ffk* 39 Dado, f inch dado, level, 
..skirted, and caped, x.794 ibid. .41 Whole deal dove-tailed 
dado and keyed. 3837' Fenny Cycl V I II. ; #84/5* 'The dado 
■employed in the inferiors : of building's is a continuous 
pedestal , . constructed of wood, and is usually, about' the 
height of a chair-back. Its .present use is to protect the 


stucco-work or paper of the walls. 3854 Ecclesiologist XV, 
357 A dado of oak-panelling. 3858 Household Words N 0. 456. 
66 (The Alhambra) The dados, or low wainscotings, are of 
square glazed tiles, which form a glittering breast-high coat 
of mail. 

b- X877 Black Green Past. xl. (1878) 323 Oh, by the way, 
Lady Sylvia, how did your dado'of Indian matting look? 
3879 Miss Braddon vixen III. 249 Mabel insisted upon 
having . . a sage-green wall with a chocolate dado— did you 
ever hear of a dado ? — in the new morning-room. 

3. attrib as dado -moulding, 

1837 Penny Cycl. VIII. 284 A cornice or dado moulding 
surmounting the die. 1852-61 Arckit. Publ Soc. Diet. 
s. v., The capping or surbase, sometimes called the dado 
molding. 

Dadoed (d/HDcD, ppl. a. [f. Dado sb. + -ed.] 
Furnished with a dado. 

x88x Miss Braddon Asph, xiv. 259 The old oak-dadoed 
drawing-room. 3890 Pall Mall G. 13 Aug, 2/3 A pretty 
morning-room, .with dadoed wails. 

Dae, Sc. form of Doe. 

tDsa dal, sb. Obs. In 7 Dsedale, Dedal(l. 
[ad. L. Djsdal-ub: see below. Of. F. JJedale maze.] 

1. An anglicized form of the proper name Daeda- 
lus ; a skilful artificer or fabricator like Daedalus. 

1*619 H. Hutton Foil. Anat, A va (Stanford), My lame- 
legd Muse . Yet doth aspire with Dedall’s wings. J C1630 
Drumm. of Hawth. Poems Wks. 11711} 18 The Silk-worm 
of Love. A Diedale of my death. 

2. A maze or labyrinth. 

1699 Evelyn Acetaria (1729) 319 Groves, Labyrinths, 
Dedals. .Close-Walks, .and other Relievo’s of Topiary and 
Hortulan architecture. 

Daedal (dr dal), a. Chiefly poetical. Also 6 - 7 
(t)) dsedale, 7 dedall, 7-9 dedal, [ad. h. disdai- 
ns, a. Gr. ScuSaAoy skilful, cunningly wrought, 
variegated, etc. : see prec.] 

1. Skilful, cunning to invent or fashion. 

3590 Spenser F. Q. m. Pro!. ii. All were it Zeuxis or 
Praxiteles, His dsedale hand would faile and greatly faynt. 
c 1630 Drumm. of Hawth. Poems Wks. (1711) 36 Out-run 
the wiud-out-running dtedale hare. 2828 Blackw. Mag. 
XXIV. 346 Here the dashing Blind Harry the Harper had 
hung up his daedal harp. 187a Black ik Lays /light. 33 By 
the dmdal hand of Titan Nature piled. 

2. Displaying artistic cunning or fertility of in- 
vention ; maze-like ; = Daedalian i. 

c 1630 Drumm, of Hawth. Poems Wks. (17x3) 42 Ye, who 
with curious numbers, sweetest art, Frame dedal nets our 
beauty to surprise. 1746 J. Warton Ode iii. (R.), Here 
ancient art her daedal fancies play’d In the quaint mazes 
of the crisped roof. 2836 Landor Pericles fy A. Wks. 2846 
1 1. 372 The dedal dance is spun and woven. 

8 . Uf the earth, etc. ; * Manifold in works * ; 
hence, varied, variously adorned. 

A vague poetic use after Lucretius <1. 7 ‘ dredala tellus * ; 
v. 234 4 natura dtedala rerum \ 

3596 Si'KNSER F. Q. \n. x. 45 Then doth the dxdale earth 
throw forth to thee Out of her fruitfull lap abundant 
flowres. 2745 T. Warton Pleas. Melanch. 248 What daedal 
landscapes smile 1 2817 Wordsw. Sequel to 4 Beggars', 

For whose free range the daedal earth Was filled with animated 
toys. 1834 D’Israku Rev. Epick 1, xv, The daedal faith of 
the old world had died. 1864 Skeat Ukland's Poems 28 
With what daedal fulness Thy beds their blossoms shew I 

t4. ? Mazy, labyrinthine; ? changeful. Obs. 

2818 Keats Endym. xv. 459 Search my most hidden 
breast 1 By truth’s own tongue, I have no da-dale heart 1 

1 5. Hot. k; DjEDalbous, Dajdaloub. Ohs. 

*793 T. Martyn Lang . of Bot., Dmdaleum folium , a 
Daedal leaf. 

DesdaTeous, a. Bot. [f. ns next + -ous.] 

1835 Lindley Introd. Bot. (18481 II. 357 Dsedaleous ; when 
the point has a large circuit, but is truncated and rugged. 

Daedalian, -ean (dfd^Tian), a. Also Be-, 
[f. L, Dxdale-us relating to Dscdalus, Gr. SatSnAfos 
cunningly wrought + -an ; or f. Dmial-us + -ian.] 

X. Of or after foe style of 1 ) axial us ; skilful, in- 
genious, formed with art ; resembling the labyrinth 
of Daedalus, intricate, maze-like. 

3607 Wax. Kington Opt. Glass xtt The Dtedalian . . Laby- 
rinths wherein hee takes his turnes. a 2,634 C harman ( W. ), 
Our bodies decked in our dteclalian arms. 1757 J, Brown 
in Pope's Wks. *757 III. p. xv. (Stanford Dmdahan argu- 
ments but few can trace. 2776 Adam Smith IV. N. h. ii. 
(iZ6q> I. 322 Suspended uj>on the Daedalian wings of paper 
money. 2880 Contemp. Rev. XXXVII. 475 note. Beauty 
of contrivance, adaptation, or mechanism . .we have called 
Daedalian beauty. 

1636 Raleigh's Tubus Hist. Pref, B, Contrived by a Das- 
dalean H and. 1697 J. Sergeant Solid Philos, 41 To please 
the Dasdaiean Fancies of the ingenious Contrivers, 3850 
Carlyle Latter d. Pamph. iii. 24 Such, creatures, like 
motes, are' safe only underground, and their engineerings 
there become very daedatean. 1854 Badham Halient. 512 
Unable to wind his way through foe Daadalean mazes of a 
modem bill of fare. 

1 2. =D,koal a, 3 . Ohs. 

2598 Sylvester Du Bart as n. it. Arke 425 In various 
sort Dedalian Nature seems her to disport. 

3. (See quot.) 

1S48 Wornum Led, Painting 3-3 note, The Mack vases, 
or those with the black figures « skiagrams! or . the "stained 
reddish-yellow terra cotta, are the most ancient , .The style 
of design of these black figures has been termed foe- Egyptian 
or Ikedalian style. 

Daedalist fdrdalist], nonce-wd. [See -ist.] 
An imitator of Daedalus, 

37x3 Addison Guardian No. 312 r 3, I have fully con- 
sidered the project of those our modem Daedalists, and am 
resolved so far to discourage it, as to jaevent any person 
from flying'- In my time. 


i Dss'dalisse, V. Ohs. nonce-wd. [f. D^dal a. 

+ -IZE.] trans. To make intricate or maze-like. 
a x6x8 Sylvester Du Bartas, La cry mag 89 Wee Lawyers 
then, who dedalizing Law, And deading Conscience, like 
the Horse-leach drawe. 

D^dalous (drdahs), a. Bot. Also dedalous. 
[f. L. dvedal-us cunningly-wrought + -ous ] 

Of leaves : * Having a margin with various wind- 
ings and turnings ; of a beautiful and delicate tex- 
ture* (Webster 1828 , citing Martyn, and Lee). 

II D&dalus (dfdal#s). See also Daedal sb. [L., 
a. Gr. AatdaXos 1 the cunning one \ name of foe 
workman who constructed the Cretan labyrinth, 
and made wings for himself and his son Icarus.] 
A skilful or cunning artificer (like Daedalus). 

CX630 Drumm. of' Hawth. Poems Wks. (1721) 50 .Gone, Is 
my sparrow, . A Dedalus he was to catch a fly. 3633 Hey*, 
wood Eng. £7/3.(1641) 123 Gardiner was the onely Dedalus 
and inventour of the engine. 

DsbI, early form of Deal. 

Daemon, Daemonic, etc. : see Demon, etc. 
Daer-stock (davr-sfpk). Irish Antiq. [f, 
Mir. dder, Oir. d6ir, doer base, ignoble, unfrte, 
servile, mod.Ir. daor captive, condemned, guilty + 
Stock*] Stock or cattle belonging to the landlord 
of which the tenant or vassrl has the use ; used 
attrib. in daer-sto k tenant , tenancy . 

2875 Maine Hist. Inst. vi. 259 The Baer-stock tenant had 
unquestionably parted with some portion of his freedom. 
Ibid., The relation between vassal and chief called, Daer- 
stock tenancy. 

Dassman, var, of Desman. 

Daff (daf ), sb* Obs. exc. north, dial. Also 4-5 
daf, 4-6 daffe* [Etymology uncertain : cf. Daft. 

It has been conjecturally referred, to ON. dauf deaf, 
dull, savourless, which survives in Sc. dmvf, dauf dun, spirit- 
less, but this is phonetically inadmissible.] 

One deficient in, sense or in proper spirit ; a sim- 
pleton, a fool ; a coward. 

C1325 Poem Times Edw. II, 99 in Pol. Songs < Camden) 
328 If the parsoun have a prest of a dene lyf . . Shai content 
a daffe and putte him out . .That can noht a ferthing worth 
of god. 236a Langl. jP. Pt. A. 1. 229 ‘ }>ou dotest daffe' 
quaj? heo 4 Dulle are fli wittes ’ c 13 86 Chaucer Reeve's T. 
288 And when this I ape is tald another day l sal . been 
halde a daf, a cokenay. C2440 Promp, Pars’. 1x1/2 Daffe, 
or dastard, or he pat spekythe not yn tyme, arid urns. 
X587 Harrison England n. ii. > 1877') 1. 58 Ceites it (I-andaffel 
is a poore bishoprike. .the late incumbent thereof being called 
for. .in open court made answer: The daffe is here, but the 
land is gone’. 2616 Kui.lokar, Daffe, a dastard. 1876 
Whitby Gloss , Daff, a half-wit ; a coward, 

Daif (daf), vJ Chiefly Sc. [f. Daff sb. 

Cf, the dial, daffe to become stupid, grow imbecile ; also 
to dumbfounder, confuse the faculties; daffy imbecile, 
stupid from failure of the faculties. Whitby Gloss.) 

1. intr. To play the fool ; to make sport, toy, 
dally, talk or behave sportively. 

1535 Stewart Cron. Scot. III. 3,42 Quh&t do 30 now ¥ I se 
3e do bot daf. a 2605 Pol wart Fly ting w. Mmtg, 66 2 
Dastard, thou dafifes, that with such divilrie rnels. 2813 
Pic ken Poems I, 175 (Jam.) Come yont the green an’ daff 
wi* me, My charming dainty Davy* 1876 Whitby Gloss,, 
Daff, to chat in a dandling way ; to loiter. Also to falter 
in memory; ‘beginning to daff’. x886 Stevenson Kid- 
napped iv. 3a Gentlemen daffing at their wine. ; 

1 2. trans . To daunt, north, dial.' Obs. 

2674 Ray H, C» Words 13 Daffe, to Daunt, 

Daff idaf), zt.si [A variant of Doff to do off, 
put off. 

{Johnson, misunderstanding the pa. t., as in quot 2596, 
made the present stem daft .) J 
1 1. trans. To put off (as clothes) ; to throw off, 
divest oneself of. Obs. 

*597 Shaes. Lever's CompL 29,7 There my^ white stole of 
chastity I daff’d, 1606 — Ant. 4* CL tv. Iv. 13 He that 
vnhueklet* this, till we do pleassc To daft [-dafrt] for our 
Repose, shall heare a storme. 

2. To put or turn aside, to thrust aside ; esp, in 
the Shaksperian phrase to daff the world aside ( — to 
Mel or make it get .out of ones way), and imitations 
of this- (sometimes vaguely or erroneously applied), 

2596 Shaks. 1 Hen. IV, iv. i. 96 The Mad-Cap, Prince 
of WaIes,And his Comrades, .that daft' the. World 'aside. 
And bid it passe., 1599 '—-.Muck Adt>% 1,78 Claud. Away,: 
I will not bane to do with you.", ".Am. Canst thou 'so ■ daffe 
.met 2599 — Pass, Pilgr. 283' "She .'bade good . night, that', 
kept my rest, away; :And;da.frd;me ton' cabin hangkiwith 
care, ' . xfiox Weever Mirr. -Mart. A vij, We daft the world 
with 'time ounteUm '.beguiled.' *'8ao '■Kmrst' Lamia it. 160 
Some knotty problem., that had . daft . His patient thought. 
2880 G0LDW. Smith in ri/ 7 . Monthly No. t ®68. -20a ’WeFave. 
no right to daff a. pessimist’s argument aside merely because 
{etc.}. ■ tB&4'Sai. Rev. *4' June' 787/1 Its. pleasant fashion of 
daffing the world aside, 

t b. To put off (with an excuse, etc.). Ohs. 

X604. Shako... Oth.- tv* ii 276 Baery -day thou dafts' iv.y* 

' doffisstj me with some deuise lago.' 
Daffadowndilly, daffydowndilly. Also 
daffe-. [A playful expansion of Daffodilly.] 
'■A. ' daffodil u.sed ■ at .first : . in foe . generic ; sense*'. 
■'Still, a widespread.' popular' name.' of the. 'Yellow: 
Daffodil, under', the d ialect forms daffadowm* $ ~dom- $ 
daffkimm*, daffmiemndiliy. 

.■ *573.' Tusser Hmk xliii. {x'878)'95 Herbes, .bra.«chea,' and 
flowers, for w|ndoweS'"and pots . , 7 :DaffadoadilIies. 
Spenser Sheph, Cal Apr. ''240 Stowe meethe grouodewitl. 
daffadowndillies. ' 2708 Kotteux:, M.abe.hi$ Iv, Ik ,Thete ; 


DAFFING. 


DAG. 


Hair . . stuck with Roses, Gilly-flowers , . Daffidown-dillies. 
*840 Barham Ingol. Leg., Barney Maguire ii, With roses 
and lillies, and daffy-down-diilies. 

2 . A shrub : prob. the Mezereon, which is still 
so called in Yorkshire ‘ from the slight similarity 
of the Greek name Daphne with Daffodil ’ (Britten, 
and Holland). 

1591 Percivall Sp. Diet., Adel/a, a daffadoundilly, or 
rather rose bay tree, Rhododaphne, 1611 Florio, Oledndro, 
the weede Oleander. Also a DafTadounedillie. 

Tl a.ffl n gr (da ), vbl $b. [f. Daff vJ + -ing h] 

1 . Fooling, folly; sportive behaviour or talk; 
frolicking, toying, merriment. 

*535 Stewart Cron. Scot. I. 449 Into sic daffing putting 
jour deiyte, As brutell beist that followis appetyte. 1686 
G. Stuart Joco-ser. Disc. 39 You would have burst your 
heart with laughing IV ve seen the gang so full of daffing. 
1787 Burns Two. Dogs 43 Until wi' daffin weary grown, 
Upon a knowe they sat them down. 1823 Lockhart Reg. 
Dalton vii, v. (1842) 416 They're young folk ; daffin’s natural 
to them. 1886 Stevenson Kidnapped xxiii. 232 It was all 
daffing ; it’s all nonsense, 

2 . Mental derangement, insanity. 

a 1614 J. Melviix MS. 58 (Jam.) There he falls into 
a phrenzie and daffine which keeped him to his death. 1857 
Dunglison Diet. Med. 274 Daffing, insanity. 

Ba'ffisli, a. Ohs. exc. north, dial. [f. Daff sb. 
+ -ISH.J Spiritless; stupid.^ 

1470-85 Malory Arthur ix, xlii, This is but a daffyssh 
knyght. (1869 Lemsdale Gloss., Daffish, shy, modest.] 

Daffodil (dse-Ddil). Also <5 daffodyll, 6-7 
daffo-, daffadill, 7-8 daffadil, (9 dafibdel) : see 
also Daffodilly, and Daffadowndilly, [A 
variant of Affodill, q. v. The initial d has not 
been satisfactorily accounted for. 

It has been variously suggested as due to childish or playful 
distortion, as in Ted for Edward, tnnte for aunt ; to union 
of the article til (cf. Cotgr., Affirodille, 771 Affodill, and 
north. Eng. t* affadil ) ; to final d of and, in le.g.) ‘fennel 1 
zn-d affodil' ; to union of the Dutch or Flemish article, as de 
affodil =-th<s affodil ; and to Fr. prep, cT as in ffeur d'aphro- 
dilie. It is noteworthy that as in Eng. the word has gained 
a letter, in 16th c. Fr. it sometimes lost one : Littre (s. v. 
asphoddlc) quotes from De Serres (16th c.), ‘ Des racines 
d' afrodille\ and also ‘ Decoction de lapace, defrodilles 
A third form dafrodille is quite conceivable. 

Affodill and its popular variants daffodil, daff ad illy, were 
originally and properly the Asphodel ; then by popular 
misconception, due apparently to the application to both 
plants, at their first introduction to England, of the fanciful 
name < Laus tibi (see Turner Libellus B 3 b 1 , it was applied, 
especially in the popular variations, to species of Narcissus, 
etc. Botanists, after resisting this misapplication, com- 
promised the matter by retaining affodil for the Asphodel, 
and accepting the more popular daffodil for Narcissus. 
Finally affodil was ‘rectified' to asfodyl and asphodel, 
and daffodil restricted in popular use to the Yellow Narcis- 
sus or Yellow Daffodil of Eng. fields and gardens.] 


f 1 . The same as Affodill; the genus Aspho- 
delus (formerly including some allied plants). Ohs. 

{ 1538 see Affodill,] 1548 Turner Names 0/ Herhes s. v. 
Albucus, Asphodillus groweth .. in gardines in Anwerp, It 
raaye be named in englishe whyte affodil or duche daffodil. 
1567 Maplet Gr. Forest 40 Daffadill, some call Antheri* 
con, the Romanes Kings spare. 1578 Lyte Dodoens v. Ixxtx. 
649 This herbe [AspAodelus in 3 species] is called., in 
English also Affodyb and Daffodyll. 1607 Topseix Four./. 
Beasts (1673) 304 Asphodelus (englisbed by some daffodil ), 

1 2 . The genus Narcissus, of which it is the 
common Eng. name in the Catalogue of Gerard Vs 
Garden 1599, where twelve Daffodils or Nar- 
cissuses are distinguished, the White Daffodil being 
the common White Narcissus or Poets Lily (N. 
posticus ) of Eng. gardens, the * White Lily* of 
Scotland; the Yellow Daffodil (N. pseudo- Nar- 
cissus') the plant to which the name is now restricted. 

■1,548 Tvmtxz Names of Hcrbes (E. D. S.) to This that we 
take for daffodil is a Hnde of Narcissus. *578 Lyte Dodoens 
n. I. 211 These pleasant flowers are called.. in Englishe 
Narcissus, white Daffodil!, and Priinerose pierelesse {In 
Lyte’s own annotated copy in the Brit. Mus. Libr. he has 
written, over the figure of N, poeiicus on. p. 2 so ‘White 
primrose pyerles, Laus tibi, and of some Daffodil!© *J. , 1597 
Gkrarde Herbal 1. lxxxiv. xxx The double white Daffodil l 
of Constantinople [N. orientalis] was' sent into England 
vii to the right Honorable the 'Lord Treasurer, among other' 
..bulbed flowers., *629 Parkinson Parodist' in Soleiv, (i 6 $&) 
8 Many idle and ignorant Gardiners, .do call some of .these 
Daffodils, Harasses, when as all know that know any Latine, 
that Narcissus is the'', Latine' name, and. Daffodil' the, 
English of one and the same: thing. . 

■ 3 . Now restricted to Narcissus pseudo- Narcissus 
(als0"<»lled''Leal lily), found wild in various .parts 
of England and cultivated as an early spring flower. 
: ’''fT56a.'TuRNttR':jY^fe/ii. 62 a, Our cornea daffadil is one 
kynde of Narcissus.]:, 159*. Greene tfpsi.Codrtisr (187212 
'The' yellow daffodil, .a flower.' fit ' for jealous dotterels. ' 1611 
Shaks. Winl. T.'w,.'iu.'T.''Wheii Daffadils begin to peere, 

, With heigh the Doxy ouer the dale. *648 Herrick ffesper.. 
To Daffodils, Faire Daffadills, we weep to see You haste 
away so soone. *746-7 Heryey Medit. {18181 129 Who 
emboldens' the ■ daffodil,, to trust 'her flowering gold with 
inclement and treacherous' skies ? *855 Tennyson Maud 
in. 6' When the face of night is fair on the. 'dewy downs, And 
the shining daffodil dies. 

4 . Chequered Daffodil ; the Fritillary or Snake’s 
bead, Fritillaria Mdeagris. ."Still known' as the 
Daffodil in Hants. (Britten and Holland). 

1507 Gerardk Herbal 1. Ixxxix, The checquered 'Daffodil 
or jinny hen floure. .checquered most strangely. *599 — 
Gated., FrittiUaria, Checkerd Daffodil!, ■' 
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5. The colour of the daffodil; a pale yellow. 
Also attrib. or as adj. 

1855 Tennyson Maud 1. xxrr. ii, On a bed of daffodil sky. 
1884 Pall Mall G. 21 Sept. 1/2 A belt of daffodil in the east 
announced the approach of dawn. 2SS6 St. Stephens Rev. 
13 Mar. 14/1 A primrose, a daffodil, or an orange- col cured 
gown. 

Daffodilly, daffadilly (darkdilD, sb. [f. 
prec. : perh. influenced by lily.] The same as 
Daffodil : a poetic (and dialect) form. 

3538 [see Affodill], 2579 Spenser Sheph. Cal. Jan. 22 Thy 
sommer prowde, with Daffadillies dight. 1593 Drayton 
Eclogues iii. 81 See that there be store of Lillyes, (Cali d ot 
Shepheards Daffadillyes). 1637 Milton Lycidas 150 Bid 
amaranthus all his beauty shed, And daffadillies fill their 
cups with tears. 1847 Mary Howitt Ballads 7 He cut the 
leaves of the snow-drop down, And tied up the daffodilly. 

Da*£fodilly, a. rare . [f. Daffodil + -¥.] Full 
of or furnished with daffodils. 

1892 Temple Bar Mag. Sept. 125 An exceedingly unpre- 
tentious, yet palm-y and daffodilly drawing-room. 

Daft (daft), a. Now chiefly Sc. and north. 
[In early ME. daffte, corresp. to OE .geiktfle mild, 
gentle, meek :~OTeut. *gadaftjo-z, f. gadafti vbL 
sb. from stem dab-, in Gothic gadaban to become, 
be fit, OE. pa. ppie. gedafen becoming, fit, suitable. 
The set here is app. for umlaut g before ft, st , which 
explains the two-fold ME. development daft and 
deft. The primary meaning of the adj. must have 
been becoming, fit'; cf. the adv. gtdwflltce fitly, 
suitably, seasonably, and the vb. gedaftan to make 
fit or ready, to prepare; from ‘fit, ready, apt’ 
came the general later sense of dtft ; from ‘be- 
coming, deceits' as said of persons, came that of 
‘meek, mild, innocent and from ‘innodent, in- 
offensive’ app. that of ‘ irrational ’ said of beasts, 
and of ‘silly, foolish, deficient in sense’ as said of 
persons : efi a common sense of ‘ innocent and 
the sense-history of Silly. See also Deft. 

Daffk, ‘a fool,' is found r 1325 ; Its relationship to daft is 
uncertain ; if originally distinct, it may have contributed to 
the development of the sense ‘foolish’ here.] 

+1. Mild, gentle, meek, humble. Obs. 
c 1000 Ags. Gasp. Matt. xxi. 5 Nu cyning )>e cym <5 to 
be xedtefte. c xzoo Ohm w 2175 Shammfasst, and daffte, and 
sedefuH. Ibid. 4610 And meoc, and daffte, and sedefult 

2. Silly, foolish, stupid. Cf. Iknockkt, Silly. 
a. Said of beasts. 

c 1325 Body Sf Soul 302 in Map's Poems 343 Ne waste 
what was good or il. But as a beest, iloumbe and daft. 
c 1450 Henuvson Mor. Fab. 81 Who sayes ane sheep# is 
daft, they lie of it. 

b. Of persons : Wanting in intelligence, stupid, 
foolish. 

c 1450 Si. Cutkbert (Surtees) 443 Bot to make it I am daft. 
For 1 can no}t of potter craft, 1535 Lyndesay Satyre 2008 
Thou art the daftest fail! that est-r I saw. 1570 Levins 
Manip . 9/33 Dafte, doltishe, stupid us. 1637-52 Row Hist. 
Kirk 118421 462 Gast away these daft conceits, and.. take 
you seriouslle to your hoolce and studies. 1674 Ray N. C. 
Words 13 Daft, stupid, blockish, daunted, a verb© Daff©. 
1855 Robinson Whitby Gloss., Daft , dull of apprehension. 

3. Of unsound mind, crazy, insane, mad. 

1536 Beu.knden Cron. Scot. (1821) I. viii. He that was 
trttlilit with the falling evil, or fallin daft or wod. *540 
Ld. Treses . A cels. Scot., Makand him Curatour to P. N. 

S uhilk is daft, and hes na wit to gyde him selff* 18x6 
corr Old Mort. vii, ‘The woman would drive ony reason- 
able being daft.’ 1829 Arnold Let. in Stanley Life Corr, 
(1S44) I. v. 254, 1 hope you will not think I ought to. .adjourn 
to the next asylum for daft people. 1880 R. G; White Every- 
Day Eng, 12a We have preserved our common sense, and 
have not gone clean daft. 

4. Thoughtless or giddy in one’s mirth ; madly 
gay or frolicsome. Daft days : the days of merri- 
ment at Christmas. 

c 1575 Dial. betw. Clerk «$• Courtier (Jam.\ Quhen ye 
your selfis ar daft and young. 1768 Ross I/elemre 1x7 
(Jam.) Awa, she says, Whaever’s daft to day, it setsoa you, 
2787 Burns Twa Dogs 155 In a frolic daft, a 1774 .Fergus- 
son Poems (1789) II. so (title) The Daft Days, 18x6 Scott 
Antiq. xxi, * Ay, ay— they were daft days thae— but they 
were a’ vanity and waur/ 1832-53 Whist lc-binkie t Sc. Songs) 
Ser. m. 8 t At Yule, when the daft-days are fairly set m, 
A ploy without him wadna be worth a pin, 

f5. « Deft, skilful, Obs. 

Inxsoo Chester PL (Shaks. Soc.) 134 (MS. *592) For 
semlye he was and wouuder dafte CMC HarL, (J607) 2x24 
wondrous defte]. 

Hence f Baftelijk, dafftele38c [ON. -Idler suffix 
of action or condition], gentleness, meekness. 
Da'ftie {colloql), a daft person. Da-ftisit a., some- 
what daft. 33&‘ftliRa a., having an .appearance of 
folly or craziness. Da*ffcly "adv., fa. mildly, 
meekly \obsl ) ; b. foolishly. Da-ftness, foolish- 
ness, madness. 

c 1200 Ormin 2x88 Forr kaggerrle^^c shall don putt jho 
Shall dafftelej^c forrwerrpenn. 2872 C. Gibson For the 
King i. The daftm still maintained his position. 2825 
Jamieson, DafUsk, in some degree deranged. 1855 Robin- 
son Whitby Gloss., A daftish dizzy sort of a body. 1725 
■'Ramsay Great. Sheph. iv. i, "fis sae daftlike. 18x6 'Scott 
Antiq. br, 'Never think you . . that his honour . . would hae 
done, sic 'a daft-like thing, c 1200 Ormin 1215 And ha^herr- 
iike ledesst te And daffeelike and fa^re. ' 2724 Ramsay 
Tea-t. Mm. <1733) J. 34 We -daftly thought to row in 
rowth. 1552 Abp. Hamilton Catcch. x$t The word of the 
crosse semis to be daftnes and fofie to thame that perischk. 


Daft, pa. t. of Daff 

Bag (clisg), sbd In 4-5 dagge. [Of uncertain 
origin : the same senses are partly expressed by 
Tag.] 

f 1 . A pendant pointed portion of anything ; one 
of the pointed or laciniated divisions made by 
deeply slashing or cutting the lower margin of a 
cloak, gown, or other garment, as was done for 
ornament in the 15th c. Obs. 

X399 Langl. Rich. Redeles 193 Dryue out |>e dagges and 
all pe duche cotis. ©1440 Promp. Pan*, xu Dagge of 
clothe, fractillus. 16x7 Minsh&u I) tu tor, Dagge or »gg« 
of cloth, 

4 2 . A tag or aglet of a lace, shoe-latchet, or the 
like; = Aglet i, 2. Obs . 

C1400 Rom. Rose 7262 Grey clot his. .fretted full© of tutar* 
wagges C=dags, senses] And high shoos kmppttd with 
dagges. *6*6 Bullokar, Detgges, latchets cut out of leather. 

3. One of the locks of wool clotted with dirt 
about the hinder parts of a sheep ; a * clag * ; «* 
Bagging, Dag-lock. 

(The relationship of this to the prec, sensei, Mid to Dm 
v. 1 , is not clear.] 

*73* Bailey, Dagges. .the Skirts of a Fleece cut off. *88y 
Kentish Gloss., Dag, a lock of wool that hangs at the tail, 
of a sheep and draggles in the dirt. Dag-wool, refuse wool; 
cut off in trimming the sheep, 
f Bag, sbA Obs. [Derivation unknown. 

Referred by some to F. dagug a dagger; hut no trace has 
been found of any connexion between the two words.] 

1 . A kind of heavy pistol or hand-gun formerly 
in use. 

*56* Dium. Qccnrrents l Bannatyne Club) 66 'limy . .schist 
furth at the said servandis ane dag. *587 Harrison Eng- 
land 11. xvi, (1877) l 283 To rid© with a can© of dates at h«$ 
sadle bow. *59^8 Bakckley Fetic. Man (163*1 252 Ikcause 
the dagge being overcharged brake.. he draweth his dagger 
to stabbe him. ' x6m Warner A then's Eng, tx. xliv. t*6*aS 
2ir By wars, wiles, witchcrafts, daggers, dags, x&sa I. ,,aui> 
Whs. 11853.1 III. 461, I heard a great crack, as lotwl as' the 
report of a small dag. *725 New Cant. Diet., Dag, a. Gun, 
1849 Grant Ktrhaldy of G, xxiv. 283 The captain rushed 
upon Lennox and shot him through the back with a dag. 
x8'8x Greener Gun (n A chiselled Italian digg ' mantt* 
factored by one of the Comminawo family about *630, 

2 . attrib. and Comb. 

42x568 Def. Crissell Sarnie land is 53 in Sempiii Bulimies 
{1872; 234 Snapwark, adew, fra dagmen dow ncclit stand* 
X587 Fleming Cantu. Holinshtd III. 1 409/a Tht dag *11 
bought, .of one Adrian Muhin a dag-mufeer dwelling m 
Smithfield. *589 R. Harvey Pi, 'Pert. (1860^33 A: 'Dag 
case may be as good now and then as a caw of Dag% 
Wodkow Hist. Ch. Scot . 11829* II, it, ix. a$t» Aiex»nd«f 
Logan, Dagmaker in Leith Wynd. 

(The sense ‘dagger' given by Johnson (without tmotitfenh 
anti repeated in later dictionaries dm Century But, with 
erroneous quotation), appears to hi: 11 mere mistake, due to 
misapprehension of the frequent i6-i7th c cdl location 4 dag 
and dagger' in descriptions of personal accoutrement., .Stmt 
3 in Century Diet, ‘a stab or thrust with a dagger l4 # xa a 
blunder due to misreading of MbwfteiLj 

Bag (dasR), sbA [a, F, dagug dagger, also the 
first horn of a young stag, and in some technical 
senses. Sense 2 is not found in French.] 

1 . The simple straight pointed horn of a young 
stag. 

# 51859 Todd Cyd. A mat. V. 3*7/* The* pr&mmm acquire 
in the second year the form of.-dagi, x86x Hulmk t,r# 
Moqnin- T andon n. in. xSt At firet the new horn* {of the 
stag! are Rimplft promberancei., and litre known hf. the 
name of ‘ dags 

2 . A pointed piece of metal, etc. ; a pin or bolt, 

1727 Bradley Fam. Diet. s» v. Bridge, You tiitisrt to Joint 

the Timber, as , . to resemble an Arch of Stone . , the !<a**ts 
ought to be. .strongly shut together with Cramp# amfllig* 
of Iron, x8o§ JR. w. Dtatmm Prod. Agmk, II, $98 
The upper pair [of rollers] being studs with cogs* arid .dags, 

3 . dial. - (See quota.) 

a- 1863 Barnes Dorset Dialect. Dag, a small projActipf 
stump of a branch, 

b. x88o W. Cornwall Glm$», Dag, '* mining tod ; an sue. 
Bag (dieg), sbA dial [app, of None origin 1 
cf. ON. dogg, gen. dagger, pi daggir, dew, Sw-eti 
dagg (Norw. dogg. Da, dug) « Goth, *daggtm- f 
OTeut. *dcmw& , OLG. daunt, OE, dmt& f dew,] 

1 , Dew. 

1674-9 1 Ray S, q F. C. Words 95 Dag, Dew upon the 
Grass. . X876 S.Warm'cksh* &mx, $ Dag, 'dew, *T!iew*'» 
been a mice flop of dag.* 

2 . a. A thin or gentle rain. lb. A wet fog, 11 
mist, c. A heavy shower (Ayrshire), 

x8o8 in. Jamasou* ' *8#s Biockstt. H c. Words, Pag, 
a drizzling rain. ■ 


Bag, vd [Connected with Dag sbO The tenses 
have no connexion with each other,] 

1 1. tram. To cut the edge of (a garment) Into 
long pointed jags ; to slash, Vandyke. Obs. 

CX386 Chaucer Pars,T. F344 Comfiewe fairing tn-hwe 

I m «h* 5 tii 8 * ' ' # *" 4 * 


gownes. .«o madhiv 'daggyrng 
pomised and daggld . dqthmg. 


Ibid, r 347 Swell# 
La«il* ' P.Pl xxmu 


.143 Let dagge bus clones, c '*440 Prmtf, Pam. xia Dag. 
gvn, fractiiio. 14 80 Caxton Ckrm , Eng. ccxxvfi, #33 Short 
clothes and streyte wastyd flagged and kyt, zjaj Bxst-Vow 
GarL Lmmrwi : 6 ^ Raggii caftoyngty eat, 

2 , To dog with dirt, bemire, daggle, bedraggle, 
Obs. exc. died, (Cl Dag sbj 3.) 

*484 Caxton ASmp m. xvii, A1 to-fowlefl mi digged. 

Rwmmjmg my Wyth tlieyr Iwte* 


a %$*9 Skrltoh Bi. 
flagged, Tfeep* kyittlles all to-tagged,' 


»J3© Falsscil 445^ 


DAG*. 
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DAGGLE, 


Itidede, damoyscll, you be dagged. .vans estes crottee. iStt 
Cotgr. s. v. A rchediacre » Crotie en A rchediacre, dagd vp 
to the hard, heeles (for so were the Archdeacons in old time 
euer woont to be, by reason of their frequent. .Visitations'. 
<i x 66 i Holyday Juvenal 136 Vexing the baths with his 
dagg’d rout. *869 Lonsdale Gloss., Dag ... (a) To trail or 
dirty in the mire, to bedaub, to daggle. 1879 Miss Jackson 
Shropsh. Word-bk Dag. . to trail in the wet or dirt, 
b. intr. To daggle or trail in the dirt or wet. 
1869 Lonsdale Gloss., Dag v. i. *88o W. Cornwall Gloss. 
s. v. Dagging, * That tree is dagging with fruit.* * Her dress 
is dagging in the mud.’ 

3. Farming* To cut off the 'dags’ or locks of 
dirty wool from (sheep). (Cf. Dag sb. 1 3 .) 

xyo 6 Phillips (ed. Kersey', To Dag sheep, to cut off the 
Skirts of the Fleece. 1887 Kentish Gloss., Dag, to remove 
the dags or dots of wool, dirt, etc. from between the hind 
legs of sheep. 

t Bag, vA Obs. [Related to F. dague dagger 
( 13 th c. in Littre) : cf. also 1 6 th c. F. dagucr to 
strike with a dague or dagger ; but the latter is not 
the source of the Eng. verb. See also Dagger.] 
tram . To pierce,. or stab, with or as with a pointed 
weapon. 

*ia 1400 Marie A rth. area Partes the Duche-mene daltene 
a^ay ties, With derfe dynttez of dede,daggcsthurghe scheldez* 
ibid . 3750 Derfe dynttys they dal te with daggande sperys. 
1639 Horn & Rob. Gate Lang. Uni. lxiv. §668 Remorse. . 
pierceth and daggeth guilty persons with the anguish of 
a galled conscience. 1794 A. Gallatin in J. A. Stevens 
Life iv. {3884) 95 One Ross of Lancaster, .half drew a dag- 
ger he wore . . and swore any man who uttered such senti- 
ments ought to be dagged. 

+ Bag, vX> Obs. [f. Dag sb/] tram, and intr. 
To shoot with a dag or hand-gun. 

rtigya Knox Hist. Ref. Wks. (1846* I. 87 Thei schote 
spearis and dagged arrowis, whare the cum pan yes war 
thikest. risSo j. Hooker Life Sir P. Carat/, They soe 
dagged at these loopes, that sundrye of theyme within were 
slayne. 

Dag* (dteg), vA dial. [app. of Norse origin : 
cf. Dag sbA and ON. ddggva , Swed. dagga to be- 
dew. See also Deg.] 

1. irons. To sprinkle, to wet with sprinkling. 

3855 Robinson Whitby Gloss., Dag, to sprinkle with water. 

1877 Holderness Gloss., Dag, to sprinkle. ‘Dag cawsey 
afoor thoo sweeps it ! ’ 1879 Miss Jackson Shropsh. Word- 
bk., Dag, to sprinkle clothes with water preparatory to 
mangling or ironing. 

2. intr. To drizzle. 

1835 B rockktt N. C. Words, Dag, to drizzle, 

Dagar, -ard, -are, obs. forms of Dagger, 
li Dagesk, daghesh. (da*gej), sb. Heb. Gram . 
[med.Heb. vni ddghesh , f. Syriac .je^ dghash to 
prick.] A point or dot placed within a Hebrew 
letter, denoting either that it is doubled ( dagesh 
forte\, or that it is not aspirated {dagesk lene). 

15 9* Percivall Sp. Diet. Bj, A’. .very often.. Is sounded 
like the Hebrew 2 when it is in the middest of a word 
without daggesh, 1749 B. Martin Diet. Introd. Ping. 
Tongue 9 If any of the aspirated letters has the point 
(call’d Dagesh) in them, they are then pronounced without 
the H. 1834 A. Willis Hebr. Gram. 5 A point is some- 
times inserted in the middle of a consonant affecting the 
pronunciation, and called Dagesh or Mappik. 

Hence Da'goiih, v. irans., to mark with a dagesh. 
Also Da-geasate v. f Da’gessate, -ated pa. pple. 

2751 Wesley Wks. (18.7a* XIV. 156 In some Verbs,, the 
middle Radical .is dageshed. 1872 Bolton . tr, DelitsscKs 
Psalms II, 059 note, The dageshing of the opening mute of 
the following word. 

Da*ggar. dial. f An old term for a dog-fish * 
(Smyth, Sailor's Word-biz. 1867 ). 
a 1738 Krnnrtt cited by Haluwell, 
t Dagged, ppL a. 1 Obs. [f, Dag zl 1 ] 

1. Of a garment ; ■ Having the margin ait into 
long pointed projections ; jagged, slashed. 

e 1386 [see Dag v . 1 x% c 2430 Lydg. Min . Poems (Percy 
Soc.) '200 Undlr hire daygyd hood of green. *5183 (see Dag 
tG x]. [1884 Pall Mall G. 'Extra* 24 July 28/3 The 

costume is ail dagged and slashed .into the shape of leaves 
and dowers.] 

2. Clogged with dirt, daggled, 

*484, a x$*p, s 66 x [see Dag vJ a], 

Dagged, ppl* of Obs. exc, dial. [f. Dag vA] 
Wet with dew, drizzling rain, or a sprinkling of 
anything, b. slang. Drunk. 

■ a ' " Montcwhew e Some. Ixviii. ix My .'Bee’s aloft, and 

« : full of. skill I 'If getts corn drink, sen Grissatl toke 
d. ■ '*745 Franklin Drinkedt Diet. Wks, 2887 II. 23 
He’s dagg’o, ■ *847-78 Haluwell, Dagged, tipsy,. North. 

Dagger (dse’gai), sb. Forms: 4 - dagger; 
also 4-5 dagger©, Sc. dagare, 5 daggare, 5-6 
dager, dagar, daggar, 6 dagard. [Related to 
F. dague (Sp., It. daga) dagger, and to Dag vf 
No such form 'Is known In' Owl French. ' MedX» shows 
Maggartm % -minm, - trim , ' -ardrnm Csee . Du. Cange), app. 
from English, so that the form dogger appears to be really 
of English formation if f. Dag .*>,*, ' of winch however only 
later instances are known' 1 . If the farm daggard could he 
ammedas the 'Original, the word might be m augmentative 
hi --ard of F. dagme ; but, though extract* cultetlo daggardo 
occurs in' Wafeinglaiit. l ''x 5 th'C. (Du Gange\ the ■ forms dag- 
garwM.md dagger are m^pexmMz. and better 

wpportei.l 

1* A short stout edged and pointed weapon, Ike 
a small sword, used for thrusting and stabbing. 

■t** 37 $ Fragmr Vetmta wtiv. in Sc. AM* (*8441 ** 3^8 
'Habeat equum, hauberkfaa, capiHam de ferro* eusem, et 


cultellum qui dicitur dagare. Ibid, Habeat archum et 
sagittas, et daggarium et cultellum.] c 1386 Chaucer Frol. 
1x3 He baar. .on that oother syde a gay daggere [rime spere], 
— Pant. T. 502 And with thy daggere [.w> 4 MSS., 3 dagger] 
looke thou do the same. *440 Promp. Pant, six Daggare, 
to steke wythe men, pngio. 1463 Paston Lett. No. 466 II. 
126 The same dager he slewe hyrn with. *535 Bury Wills 
(1850) 127 W* my dagard. i6ox Shaks. JuL C. hi. ii. 157, 

1 feare I wrong the Honourable men, Whose Daggers haue 
stabb’d Csesar. x6o$ — Mach. 1. iii. 33 Is this a Dagger 
which I see before me? 2719 Young Bnsiris iv. I, Loose 
thy hold, Or I will plant my dagger in thy breast. x865 
Kingsley if ere ward iii. 88 ‘You have a dagger in your 
hand !’ said he. 

t b. Ale dagger, alehouse dagger : see Ale, B. 31. 
Dagger of lath\ the weapon worn by the * Vice’ 
in the old ’‘Moralities h Obs. 

*593 Masiie P. Penilesse (Shaks. Soc.) 40 All you that will 
not . , weare ale-house daggers at your backes. *596 Shaks. 
x Hen. IV, 11. iv. 151 A Kings Sonne? IF I do not beate 
thee out of thy Kingdome with a dagger of Lath . .He neuer 
weare haire on my face more. *6ox — • Twel. N. iv. Ji. 136 
Like to the old vice . . Who with dagger of lath, in his rage 
arid his wrath, Cries ah ha, to the diuell. 

2. Phr. Daggers" drawing (fig.) ; the commence- 
ment of open hostilities. At (or to) daggers' 
drawing , now at daggers drawn: on (or to) the 
point of fighting or quarrelling; in a state of open 
hostility. Also (rarely ) at daggers' points. 

m A t daggers drawn is found in 1668, but becomes usual only 
in xgth c. 

*553 Grim aloe Cicero's Offices 12 a, They . , among them- 
selues are wont to bee at daggers drawing. 1578 Fleming 
Panopl. Bpist. 267^ That countrie was at defi aunce and 
daggers drawing with the lande of Graecia. 165a J. Wads- 
worth tr. Sandoval s Czv. Wars Sp. 19 The Grandees of 
the Court were com almost to daggers drawing. *888 R. 
L’Estrange Vis. Quev. (1708} 2x4 Upon this Point, were 
they at Daggers-drawn with the Emperor, a 1725 Swift 
D rapier's Lett . vii, A quarrel in a tavern, where alt were at 
dag ge rs~d rawing. *8ox Mar. Edgeworth Castle Rackrent , 
Three ladies, .talked of for his second wife, all at daggers 
drawn with each other. 1837 Lady L. Stuart in Lady M. W. 
Montagu's Lett . (1893) L 104 Both these ladies inherited such 
. . imperial spirit, as to . . insure daggers drawing as soon as it 
should find . .opportunity to display itself. 1847 Mrs. Sher- 
wood Lady of Manor III. xvih. 36 You will be at daggers* 
drawing , . with every order . . of persons in the town. 1855 
Dickens Dorrit {Bouseh. ed.) 395/1 Five minutes hence we 
may be at daggers’ points. 1870 R. B. Brough Marston 
Lync/t xxiv. 257 Was Marston still at daggers drawn with 
his rich uncle f 

3. fig. Something that wounds or afflicts grievously. 
1596 Shaks. Merck, V. in. i. 1x5 Thou stick’st a dagger 

in me, I shall neuer see my gold againe. *605 — Mach. 11, 

iii. 45 Where we are there’s Daggers in mens Smiles. 1704 
Steele Lying Lover n, This was to me Daggers. *800 
Mrs. Hervky M our tray Fam. III. 240 Every word he 
spoke was a dagger to her heart, 

b. 7'o speak or look daggers : to speak so as to 
wound, to speak or look fiercely, savagely, or 
angrily. 

1803 Shaks. Ham. in. ii. 4x4, I will speake Daggers to 
her, but vse none. x6zx Mass. & Dekkkr Virg. Mart. iv. i. 
And do thine eyes shoot daggers at that man That brings 
thee health? 1833 Marryat P. Simple Iii, Lord Privilege 
; .looked daggers at me, *839 H. Ainsworth Jack Shep. 

iv, A glance, .which was meant to speak daggers. 

1 4. fig. {contempt.) A bravo, braggadocio. Obs. 

*597 1st Pt. Return fr. Parnass. 1. 1. 289 Soothe upp this 

. .ingrosser of cringers. .this great hiked dagger t Ibid. iv. 

i. *236 This bracchidochio .. this meere rapier and dagger. 

1 5. A bayonet. (See Bayonet x, 2 .) Obs. 

*688 Capt. J. S. Art of War 27 Draw your Daggers, 
Fix them in your M usque t. 

6 , a. The upright piece of wood Bailed to the 
bars in the middle of a rail or gate. b. Natit. 
(See quot) 

1641 Best Barm. Bks. (Surtees) *5 A dagger, which goeth 
straight dowue the middle of the spelles, and is nayied to 
each spell cx&$o Ruditn. Navig. 1 Wealei 1x3 Dagger, a 
piece of timber that faces on to the poppets of the bilge-ways, 
and crosses them diagonally, to keep them together. The 
plank that secures the heads, of the poppets is. called the 
dagger plank. The word * dagger ’ seems to apply to any- 
thing that stands diagonally or aslant, 
f 7. The horn of a young stag; «Dag sbf 1. Obs. 
1616 Sum. 8c Markil Country Farme 684 The ; second, 
yeare they haue their first homes, which are called daggers. 

8 . Printing. A mark resembling a dagger (f), 
used for marginal references, etc, ; also called 
obelisk. Double dagger : a mark having each end 
like the hilt of a dagger (£), similarly used. 

1706 Phillips (ed. Kersey), Dagger. ,a. . Mark in Printing 
, .(?). tjya Hist. Printing 259 The Obelisk, or long Cross, 
erroneously called the single Dagger. .The JDouMe Dagger, 
*8 $z Anstkd Channel 1 st. u. viii. led. si x66 Those that am 
certainly not indigenous being indicated by A" .little dagger 
(f t placed before the name. 

9. A collectors name of moths of the genus 
A crony eta having a black dagger-like or ^-like 
mark near the anal angle of the fore wings. 

*832 J. Rennie Conspectus Butter/. A- Moths jq The Dark 
Dagger appears in June. 2862 E. Newman Brit. Moths 
24ml do not know why this insect {Acrmycta tridens} is 
called the * Dark Dagger’ ; it is no darker than 'the 4 Gray 
Dagger* [A, Psil 

10. pi. Applied locally to various plants with 
long sword-like leaves, as Sword-grass {Pom aqtw- 
tica ), Water-flag {Iris Pseudacorus) f etc, 

2847-78 Haluwell, Daggers, sword-grass. Somermi. 
2883 Dme&sk. Plant-n. iILD.S 4 * Daggers, Ink- Ptmdoh' 


corns, and /. feeiidzssima. The name evidently has refer- 
ence to the sword-like flags or leaves. 

til. The name of a celebrated tavern in Hol- 
born ci6oo (Nares) ; hence attrib. as in dagger- 
ale j frumety, -pie. Obs , 

*576 Gascoigne Diet Droonkardes (N.), But we must have 
March beere, double' dooble beere, dagger-ale, Rhenish, 

*6 02 Dekkkr Saiiromastix in Hawkins Grig. Eng. Drama . ; 
III. 1x5 (N.) Good den, good coosen .. When shall we eat ' 
another Dagger-pie. 16x0 B. Jonson A Ich, i.i, My lawyer’s ; 
clerk, I flighted on last night. In Hoi born, at the Dagger. 

I bid. v. ii, Her grace would have you eat no more Woolsack 
pies, Nor Dagger frumety. 

12 . Comb., as dagger-blade , -hilt, stab, -work ; 
dagger-like , -proof adjs. ; f dagger-ale (see 11); 
f dagger-cheap very cheap, f dirt-cheap ’ ; 
t dagger-frumety (see 11) ; dagger-grass, ? « 
sword-grass (see 10) ; dagger-knee {Naut.) f see 
quot, ; f dagger-man, a man who carries a dagger, ; 
a bravo ; f dagger-money, 4 a sum of money for- 
merly paid 'to the justices of assize on 'the northern : 
circuit to provide arms against ma^auders , (Ogilvie); 
f dagger-pie (see 21); dagger-piece' {Nauti) — 
sense 6 b; dagger-plank {Nautf), see quot, under 
6 b ; dagger-plant, a plant of the genus Yucca , ; 
also called Adam's needle , having sharp-edged and 
pointed leaves; dagger-wood {Naut.) =- sense 6b. .: 

1563 Act 5 Eliz. c. 7 § 3 ^Dagger-blades, Handles, Scab- ’ 
bards. ■ 1592 Bt. Andrkwes Semn. Christ's Tempt, vi. Ci 843> ; 
V. 546 We set our wares at a very easy price, he (the devil] 
may buy us even # tlagger-cheap, as we say, 2834 M edwin | 
Angler in Wales l. 262 These tracks were sometimes lost in 
high *dagger-grass. *676 Gumv Anat. Plants Lect. iv. ii. ; 

§ 1 8 Crystals . . figur’d crossways like a. ^Dagger-Hilt, e *83® 
Rrniim. Navig. (Weate) 1x4 Any straight hanging Icnees, | 
not perpendicular to the side of the beam, are in general ' 
termed * dagger-knees. x$oj Shaks, Meets, for M. tv. iii 16 
M r Starue-Lackey the Rapier and * dagger man, i 3 Gf ; 
Smyth Sailor's Word-bk., * Dagger-piece, or Dagger-wood, ! 
a timber or plank that faces on to the poppets' of the bilge- 
ways, and crosses them diagonally, to keep them, together. 
*866 Treas. Bat., * Dagger plant, a name for Yucca. 2883 
Lady Brassey The Trades 220 The road was bordered by 
hedges of cactus and dagger-plants. 189a Baring-Gould 
Roar of Sea 1 1 , xxix. 141 MissTravisa. .cast a glance at her 
niece luce a ^dagger-stab. *890 Michael Field Tragic Mary ; 
i.i. 7, I never saw such *d agger-work. .As that which pierced 
him. Six and fifty wounds J 
Dagger, [f. prec. sb.] 

1 . irans. To stab with a dagger. 

1658 R. Franck North. Mem. (1 Bat) 36 Wheat Deraocra- ; 
sians dagger the crown. ' 1806 Nmm Clmm. XV. 453 
Rackstraw was daggered, and died immediately. x8.. 

A. Sutherland Tales of Pilgrim, Brigand &f Loire, He 
was in no danger of being daggered. 

2 . Printing. To mark with a dagger (fj. 

1875 Furntvall in Tkyrmds Animadv. Introd. 37 note, ' 
The dishes chang'd In the list am daggerd. 

Hence Daggering vbl. sb . , stabbing withadaggor; 
ppl. a., stabbing, fatal. 

2604 Wkstmacott Script. Herb. (xiSgd 2x4 Every Month 
produces sad and fatal Instances of its {Brandy’s] daggering j 
force. *830 Blache . Mag. XXVI L 55 The screaming and 
daggering and death-rattling. 

Bagger ed (tkc-goid*, a. [f. Dagger + -ep.] I 

1 . Armed with a dagger. | 

^1400 Mhvmmv. (1839) -xlh *37 Now swerded, now -da^- | 

gered, and in alle man ere gyses. 1794 Coleridge Melig, ] 
Minings, .The dagger’d ■Envy, c *830 Beddoes Poems, ] 
Boding Dreams, A daggered hand beside the bed, ' 

2 . Stabbed or wounded with a dagger. . I 

*604 Dekkkr Hon. Whore Wks, 1 1 . 38 How many Gallants | 

have drunke healths to me, Out of their dagger’d armes* 

3 . Printing. Marked with a dagger. 
Baggeswayne, var. Dag swain Obs. 

Bagging (dse-girj), vbt. sb. Now dial. [f. Dag ! 

vi + -in a LI The action of the verb Dag ; clog- j 
ging with dirt, esp. of the wool about the hinder 
parts of a sheep ; in pi, (concr.) «= Dag-locks, ■ 

1547 Salrsbury Welsh' Diet., Dihyl, daggytvg. ■ tgfa, \ 
Mascall Govt. Cattle (1607] 197 Keeping Ahem from cold | 
in Winter, dagging. In Summer. *890' F. T. Elworthy <vi \ 
letter), In Kent these clots' of dung which are apt to. .'stick. ! 
to the wool around the tails of sheep, with the wool attached, ' r 
are called 4 flaggings *„ 

Baggie (dse-g’l), v. Also 6 daggyll, 6-7 dagle. ; 
[Frequentative of Dag vJ sense 2 ; associated in . ; 
its sense-development with Dabble and Deagglk j 
and perhaps with Dag zl*] . . 

1 . Irons. To clog with wet mud ; to wet and soil a ! 
garment , etc. , by trailin git through mud orwet grass. | 

*530 Palsgr. You '■..shall j; 

' crwtiereS'Vos hamllemem. Vmus n. [ 

■■ . 566 Daglit in .wsk *icht clagpt: wm bm .weid. «S*x Cowsr.,' : . f 
Cmtier, .to dagla, bed.tw*ii«. ■ ' ■ i : 66o^ T. Good® Chr. Dirmtim * , ' 
■xv. (1831) 85 As along oast Is ln:-gw^<r dahawfabe daeglod . i 
than a^ short one. 18*5 Brockett N. C. Words, Dag 0 e *. [ 
tofewiwf. : 

b. In later use, chiefly said of the effect of wet ; ;' 
To wet by splashing or sprinkling. See Dag vA 
JMinst, 1. xxbc, Thai warrior’s very |Iaine' 

. .Was ' daggled ■ by : the dodihig sjawyv -xSfa- ' Miss. Y ovmhb. 
Cmmim. Mate m (x88o) . St. .The ptotty; »&' 'featlwr 'had 
beemdaggled In theuraL ■ ■ ■ 

2 . To drag or trail about (through the mire). , 
x68x 'Otway SoidieVwPerl* v. %, Affor you. have,' ;het*i 

■dagfltog yo-mr»lfafc*«I for ffty. .3W*xmes®^^ 

for a crust, do you? x&aa Scorr Nigel vhi, I have been 

daggled to and fro the whole day. . ■ ■ 


DAGGLE, 


DAIDLE. 


3 . intr. To walk in a slovenly way (through mud 
or mire) ; to drag or trail about. Cf. Draggle. 

1:705 Vanbrugh Confed. t. ii, Then, like a dutiful son, you 
may daggle about with your mother, and sell paint. 1735 
Pope ProL Sat. 225 , 1 ne’er, .like a puppy daggled through 
the town To fetch and carry sing-song up ana down. 1869 
Lonsdale Gloss . , Daggle v i., to trail in the dirt. 1876 
Whitby Gloss. s,v. Daggling, ‘Trailing and daggling’, 
said of a person walking in a shower. 

f 3 D&*gfgXe, sb. Obs. rare. [f. prec. vb.] A clot 
or spot of wet mud, as on a daggled garment. 

1591 Percivall Sj>. Diet., Carpets, daggles of durt, spots 
of durt. 

Daggled (dae*g’ld\ ppl. a. [f. Daggle v. + 
-ED 1 .J Having the skirts clogged or splashed with 
dirt or wet ; bespattered, bem i red. 

1607 Barley-Breake (1877) 21 What . . dagled tnayd with 
payle. 1638 Songs Costume (Percy Soc.) 140 Fringe with 
gold your daggl’d tails. *727 Swift Poems , City Shower, 
To shops in crowds the daggled females fly. 1742 Mrs. 
Df.lany Life § Carr. (1861) II. 193 Caught in a smart 
shower of rain, [we] came home in a fine daggled condition, 
b. Comb. T Daggled-tail a. = Daggle-tailed. 
1708 Swift Agst, Abol. Christianity, Shocked at the sight 
of so many daggled-tail parsons. 

Daggle-tail (d£e*g 5 l|b? i l') J $b. Obs. exc. dial. 
A person [esp, a woman) whose garments are be- 
mired by being trailed over wet ground ; an untidy 
woman, slut, slattern. Now Draggle-tail.^ 
1577-87 Holinshed Chrcti, III. 1098/2 Vpon their ioining 
with the queens soldiors, the one part could not be discerned 
from the other, but onelie by the mire and durt .. which 
stacke vpon their garments . . wherefore the crie on the 
queen es part, .was ; Downe with the daggle tailes. 1674-91 
Ray S. § E. C. Wards 94, Daggle-iail. .a Woman that hath 
dabbled her Coats with Dew, Wet or Dirt, x88i Leicestersh. 
Gloss., Daggle-tail, a slut. .‘Doll Daggle-teel ’♦ 

Daggle-tailed (dse'g’ljti^ld), a. Obs. exc. dial. 
Having the skirts splashed by being trailed over 
wet ground ; untidy, slatternly. (Usually of a 
woman.) Now Draggle-tailed. 

1573 G. Harvey Letier-bk. (Camden) 125 A nobeler witt 
Then that daggiltayld skitt. 18*4 Scott St. R man's xxxiii. 
To make love to. .some daggletailed soubrette. 

Daggling (dae-gliq), vbl sb. [-ingT] a. The 
action of the verb Daggle, q. v. fb. concr. * 
Dagging (obs.). 

1580 Hollyband Treas. Fr. Tong, Crottes, daglings. 
1650 Fuller Fisgak iv. vi. xoo To prevent the dangling 
down, and dagiing of so long garments. 

Da'ggling, ppl a. [-ing - j That daggles : 
see the verb. 

156a Phaer Mneid. vm. Ziij b, A she wolfe downe was 
layed, and next her dugs two goodly twins, Two daggling 
sucking boies, x6xx Cotgr., Crottes , durt, filth, mire; 
dagiing stuffe, etc. 1705 Vanbrugh Confed. 1. ii, Who is 
this good woman, Flippanta?. .An old dangling cheat* who 
hobbles about, , to bubble the ladies of their money. 
Da*ggly, a. dial [f. Daggle + -Y,] 

1869 Lonsdale Gloss., Daggly, wet, showery, 1887 S. 
Cheshire Gloss., Daggly, wet, dewy. * It was daggly 1’ th’ 
morn in’.* 

Daggysweyne, var. Dags wain, Obs. 

Dagh(e, obs. form of Dough. 

Daghesh, Dagbyng : see Dagesh, Dawing. 
Dag-lock. [I Dag sb.l 3 + Lock.] pi Locks 
of wool clotted with dirt about the hinder parts of 
a sheep. 

1623 AUltorp MS. in Simpkinson Washingtons Qe86o) 
p. xlv, To 12 women, .a dales washing dag-loakes. 1724 
/Land. Gas. No. 6264/2 Frauds, .are. .committed, .by wind- 
ing in Fleeces,' Locks,' Tail-Locks, Sheer- Locks, Dagg- 
Locks. X790 W. Pirr in Commun. Board Agric. II. 464 
A very small proportion of breechings or daglocks. 1805 
Luccock Nat. Wool 223 The bundles contained, .a quantity 
of dag-locks, of wool . from dead sheep. x88x Leicestersh. 
Gloss., Dagdocks, the long locks of wool about' a sheep 
which dag m the dirt when the animal lies down, etc. 
Dagman i see Dag sbf 2. 

Dago (de l 'go). U. S. [Supposed to be a cor- 
ruption ' of Diego a Spanish equivalent of James ; 
applied as a generic proper name to Spaniards.] 
A name originally given in the south-western sec- 
tion of the United States to a man of' Spanish 
parentage; now extended to include Spaniards* 
Portuguese, and Italians in general. 

. x 838 American 18 July .'(Farmer)* The 'shrimps .. are 
" caught by Dagos.;' 1890 jv. Y . Nation '(35. Sept.) Li. 237/1 
'Mr, Reed makes no effort to conceal his contempt for this 
proposition to trade with a lot of ‘ Dagoes as he calls them. 

Ii Dagoba (da*gi?ba). ■ ; [ad, Singhalese ddgaba 
■ Pali dhdtugabbho Skr. dkdtu-garbha relic-recep- 
tacle (Yule). Also adopted as dhagope, dagkope, 
dhagob, dagop, from the form of, the name in 'the 
Mogadhi dialect of south Behar.] 

;■ In 'Buddhist; countries,, a. tope or dome-shaped 
monumental structure containing relics of Buddha 
or of some Buddhist saint. 

. *806 Salt Caves of Salsette in ■ Trans. Lit Sec , » Bombay 
(1819) I. 47'(V.)In this 'irregular ...excavation 'are left two 
dhagopes, or '.solid 'masses': of stone-' bearing the form of 
a cupola. 1855 Yule Mission to Ava (1858) 35 (Y.) The 
bluff ; knob-like dome; of the Ceylon dagobas. 2892 Pall 
Mall G. 28 Sept. 6/x .'Mdme. Blavatsky’s dagoba .is to be 
built of pink sandstone from. Rajpootanah. , 
t Da'gou K Obs. Also dagonm [? related to 
Dag sbd] A piece (of cloth). 
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c 1386 Chaucer Sompn. Tale 43 Or gif us. .A dagoun of 
your blanket, leeve dame. 2486 Bk. St. A Ibans B v a, i ake 
a dagon or pece of Rough blanket vnshorn, 

II Dagon 2 (d?-gSi). [a. L Dagon a. Gr. 

A ayduv, a. Heb. pn dagon ‘little fish, dear little 
fish f. m dag fish.] # . 

The national deity of the ancient Philistines; 
represented with the head, chest, and arms of a 
man, and the tail of a fish. b. transf An idol, 
or object of idolatrous devotion, _ 

1382 Wycljf Judg. xvi, 23 The princis of Phihstiens 
camen to gidie in oon, for to offre oostis of greet worship 
to Dagon, her god a 1572 [see Dad v. x]. 1667 Milton 

P. L . 1. 462 Dagon his Marne, Sea Monster, upward Man 
And downward Fish. X677 Gilpin Deenionol, (1867J 440 
Though the Roman synagogue join force to subtlety in the 
advancement of their dagon. 2868 Stanley Script. I ortr. 
89 The head was deposited (probably at Ashdod) in the 
temple of Dagon, 

e. A term of reproach to a man. 

1500-20 Dunbar Flyting 66 3 e » dagone, dowbart. [Cf. 
Dogone in Tua Mariit Women 457.] 

Hence Da-gonals sb. pi. nouce-wd. (after baccha- 
nal, rites or orgies in honour of Dagon. 

1614 T Adams Devils Banquet 5 A Banket worse then 
Jobs childrens ; or the Dagonals,of the Philistine ; dike the 
Bacchanals of the Moenades). 

T Ba’gswain, Obs. Forms : 5 dagsw&ynne, 
daggysweyne, 6 daggeswayne, -swann©, dag- 
sway ne, -swain. [Etymology obscure : the first 
part has been associated with Dag sb . 1 (cf. descrip- 
tion in quot. 1519) : cf. also Dagon L] A coarse 
coverlet of rough shaggy material. 

?ax 400 Morte Arth . 3610 Dubbyde with dagswaynnes 
dowblede they seme, c 1440 Promp. Parv. 1 12 Daggysweyne. 
lodix. 15x9 Horman Vulg. 167 b, My bedde is cowered 
with a daggeswayne: and a quylte.. Some dagswaynys 
haue longe thrummys and iaggsc on bothe sydes : some but 
on one. *547 Bookdk Inirad. Krurwl. v. (18701 139 Symple 
rayment doth serue us full well ; Wyth dagswaynes and 
roudges we be content. *577 Harrison England n. xii. 
(1877) L a 4 ° Our fathers . . and we . . haue lien full oft vpon 
straw pallets . . vnder couei lets made of dagswain . . or hop- 
harlots (I vse their owne termesh 

Ba*g-taile& ? a. [f. Dag sb.' 1 ’] Having the 
wool about the tail clotted with dirt (Cf, Dag 
sb . I 3, Dag-lock.) 

1597-8 Bp. Hall Sat. v. i. xx6 To see the dunged foldes of 
dag-tayled sheepe. 

Dague, var. of Dag sb . 3 
Daguerreotype (dage-r^toip), sb. Also da- 
guerrotype. [a, F. daguerreotype, f. Daguerre 
name of the inventor + Type.] 

1 . One of the earliest photographic processes, first 
published by Daguerre of Paris in 1839, in which 
the impression was taken upon a silver plate sen- 
sitized by iodine, and then developed by exposure 
to the vapour of mercury, fb. The apparatus 
used for this process (obs.). a A portrait produced 
by this process. 

1830 Athenaeum 26 Ian. 69 The newly invented machine, 
which is to be called the Daguerotype % 1839 E. Fitzgerald 
Lett. I. 53 Perhaps you are not civilised enough to know 
what Daguerreotype is, *849 Thackeray A///. 14 Sept., X am 
going . , to give you a daguerreotype of myself. X875 Vogel s 
Ckem . Light 11. 14 The little pictures that were called 
daguerreotypes from their inventor, 
f 2 . Jig. An exact representation or description, 
Obs. (since the daguerreotype itself has yielded to 
improved photographic processes 1 !, 

1850 Whiffle Ess. Rev. II. 351 The masquerade at 
Ranelagh, and the scene at Vauxhall . . are daguerreotypes 
of manners. 1866 Doolittle (title\ Social Life of the 
Chinese : a Daguerreotype of Daily Life in China, 

3 . aitrib. 

1841 Carlyle Misc. f 1872) VI. 212 Contemporary Daguer- 
reotype delineator. 1845 A thenmnm 22 Feb. 202 Daguerreo- 
type plates. 1858 J. Martineau Stud. Chr 334 From which 
it must be copied* with daguerreotype exactitude, into every 
disciple's mind. 

Dagwrreotype, v. [f. prec. sb.] 

1 . trans. To photograph by the daguerreotype 
process. 

1849 C. Bronte Shirley vu. 80 A head* that daguerreo- 
typea in that attitude., would have been lovely. *867-77 
G. F. Chambers A stron. vn. vii. 707 The sensitive stiver 
compounds used in Daguerreotyping. 
f 2 . Jig, To represent or describe with minute 
exactitude. Obs. 

X839 JL Fitzgerald Lett. (1889- 1. 53 All Daguerreotyped 
into the mind’s eye. ■ x86x J. G. Shefeard Fall Rome xiii 
706' That daguerreotyping power which he possesses, beyond 
any other writer of the time. 


So Dague*rxeotyper, » dagmrreotypist Ba- 
gnerreotypic (-ti^pik), -typical adjs., relating 
to the daguerreotype process, B&gue'rxeotypism 
(nonce-wtf.), minute exactness as of a daguerreotype. 
Bagne-rreotypy (-taipi)* the daguerreotype pro- 
cess, the art of taking daguerreotypes. B&gmrr- 
reotypist (-taipist), a photographer who uses this. 

1864 Webster, Daguerreotyper. 1840 Thackeray Crit. 
Rev. Wks. 1886 XX I II, 156 Mr. Maclirse has a daguerrfio- 
typtC eye, 1854. J. Scoffbrn in Orr's Cite. Sc. Chem. 91 
The language of Daguerreotypic art. 1840 , Fraud's Mag. 
XXL . 729 Fainted with a daguerreotypical minuteness. 
1846 Ruskin Mod. Paint. 1 . ti. 1. vii. | 30 He professes 
nothing but coloured Daguarreotypekm. 1841 Emerson 


Led., Times Wks. (Bohm II. 251 Whilst the Daguerreo. 
typist, with camera-obscura and silver plate, begins now to 
traverse the land. ' 1853 Chamb. JnU. XX. 79 There is 
something new in daguerreotypy. 

Ii DahabeeyahL, -bxah (tlahahFySL Also 
-beeah, -bieh, -beiah. [Arab. iHLobo bahabiyah 
lit. 4 the golden’, f. bahab gold ; name of the 
gilded state barge of the Moslem rulers of Egypt*] 
A large sailing-boat, used by tiavellers on the Nile, 
1877 A. B. Edwards Up Nile Pref. 12 The Dalmbeeyah 
hired by the European traveller, reproduces in all essential 
features the painted galleys represented in the tombs of the 
kings. 1890 Sayck in Trans. Lane. «f * Cheshire Ant iq, Soc. 
VII. 4 Coming down the Mile in a dahabiah. 
t Dahet, dathet. Obs . Forms: 3-4 d&het, 
dapet, (dayet), dapeit, dathait* dapoheit, 
daipat, dait, dai. [a. OF. dahet, dchet, usually 
dehi, dahe, dai, del \ also dehait, dahait ; in pi. di» 
hez dahez , daez, dehaiz , 1 misfortune, mischief, evil, 
curse’, used only in imprecations. 

As to the OP, word, see M, Gaston. Paris in Rememm 
(1889') 469, Tie shows it to be distinct from OF. desk ait 
evil disposition. or condition* sorrow, woe, etc., and suggests 
the meaning * God’s hate’, in primitive Merovingian French 
*deu hat. In English, the primary dahd is very rare; the 
usual dapeit, datheit , dathet are difficult to ■ account for, 
unless they represent tire OF. pb rase daippft a it, dtmtait, 
or in pi. dahez, daez, datiz ait, just as in OF, itself M. Paris 
explains dehait, dahait , from 'the. running together of d*hi 
ait. Apparently, the phrase being thus taken for th* simple 
word, trie' verb had to be added 'anew, as in OF. dehait ait ! 
M E. dapeit haue ! In Robert of Brunne written da/ei with 
dotted p, printed by Hearne as dotted y.] 

[ * OF. dehet ait , dehait ait . ] a, In the construc- 
tion dahet have, dathet have : « May he, etc.) have 
misfortunej a mischief, curse, damnation Ire to . , , 
a xago Owl 4* Night. 99 Dahet habbe that, tike I, test. That 
fuleth his owe nest, exzgo S» Eng. Leg. 1. Meket 1884 
Dapeheit habbe hat so atstonde so foUiche, c tym Senyn 
Sag. -W.'t 2395 Datheit haue thou .. Ai to loude thou spa It 
thi I-atin 1 ^1330 R. Brunnx Chrm. ii8*o) *43 I)ay«t hai 
his lip, & his nose perby, 

b. without have [so OF. dehait, dahait] : A curse 
upon 1 

c xmoo S. Eng. Leg, I. Beket 2036 Dapeit all* |*at It wide I 
c 1308 Sat, People Kildare xiv. in E. E, P. (*l6a> 15$ 
Dapeit jur curtetsie* 3c stinkep al pe atreta* r *330 K. 
Brunnk Chrm. (18x01 95 A Breton (dayct his note; for 
Rolrerd pider sent. 

C, followed by relative clauve [so OF, daha ait 
pci, dahait qui\. 

c 1300 Beket > Percy Soc.} 2072 Dait, hut hit «o seile. e tpm 
llavelok 300 Dapeit hwo it hire yeti*. 1x300 Seym Jntmn 
ao« Dait pat him wold* bymene. ibid. 1 34 Dai wold* 
. . him biseche. e 1330 R. Brunnk Chrm* 167 Bajttt 
Fat berof souht, his was a!le gilt, 
r The following is prob. a mere coincidence s cf, dash it t 
1875 L nne. Gloss., Dathii mierf a mild curse 

on making a mishap. 

Hablxa properly da*li;t). [Named 1791 

in honour of Dahl a Swedish botanist'] 

1 . A genus of Composite plants, natives of Mexico, 
introduced into Europe in 1 789, ' and commonly 
cultivated to gardens. 

In the wild plant the flowers are 1 single * with a dull 
scarlet rav and yellow disk ; in the cultivated forms the varie- 
ties of colour' ar* very numerous* and the ‘double'* varieties 
are distinguished by the remarkable regularity of their 
flowers, in which florets of the ray completely cover the 
disk, 

*804 CurtiYs Rot Mag. XIX. 76a Of the ; genus' Dahlia 
there are three species described by'CavaniUes* *840 Hoop 
Kilmansegg, Her Honeymoon is, A double dahlia delights 
the eye. *863 Loncf. Wayside Inn, Stmicmfi Tate iSa 
Among the dahlias in the garden walk, 

b. Blue dahlia: Jig, something impossible or 
unattainable (no blue variety of the dahlia having 
been produced by cultivation L 
*880 Daily News 17' Dec. 5/4 Whether the. coloaisatiou of 
Gilead he a blue dahlia or riot. 

2 , Name for a particular shade of red* 

*846 Art Union 7 ml Jan. 96 Their M Marine blue, their 
puce, their dahlia, their Turkey red, or their astir*.'. *■%» 
Tall Mall G. 29 Sept,, s/3- One of., the mmy ugly ’shstdes 
that are to he worn this season is dahlia. 

PaMin (da*lin). Ckem* [f. Dahlia + -in.] A 
name for Incur from the tubers of the dahlia. 

1826 Mhm, Chem * II. 326 MMMm.ThmKAmtmm' 
was extracted by: Layen. "from the bulbs of the .palhisk ' "ftt# 
Syd, Soc. Lex., Dahlia , .The roots of the several species art 
eaten ' when, cooked, and supply Dahlia,. 

Dai, Daiblet : see Day, Dablet. 

Baidle (d^ l *clT), sb. Sc. A pinafore. Hence 
DaFdXio, -ey (diminutive), 

X7.» Jau-oldte R elite ii 8*91 I. 7 Jenny [shall have) the 
»rk of' God ' For— petticoat* ■ ■dishekmt* . and didclk. xia 
Mom Mamie Wamek v, (1849.) 23, ' I was a wee chap, wit* 
adaidley.' 

Baidle Cd#i*d’l), p. Sc. and north, dial [app. 
Sc. form of Daddlk v,] intr. To move or act 
slowly or in a slovenly manner ; to saunter* loiter. 
Chiefly in pres.pple. * loafing idling, laxy, slovenly, 
(Cl Dawdle.) 

x8o8 in Jamieson. x8xfi Scott Old Marl, xvii* He’s but 
a datdling coward body. Sc* Prmerb, A pri*tw» dn.s»I 
mate acuutUm* dame. 

Bade, obs. form of Bat, 

Baigh, Sc, form of Dough. 


BAIKER, 


DAOTTXVE, 


Daign, obs. form of Deign, 

Baiker (drkor), v. Sc. [? a, F. dccorer to 
decorate, adorn.] tram. To set in order. 

2820 Blackw , Mag. Sept. 652 (Jam. s.v, Daiker) Say 
Madge Mackittrick's skill has failed her in daikering out 
a dead dame's flesh. 2880 Mrs. L. B. W alford Troubl. Dau. 
I. ii. 31 Your room will be daikert by the time it's wanted. 

Daiker; see D acker. 

Dail(e, obs. form of Dale, Deal, 

Dailiness. rare. [f. Daily a. + -ness ] The 
quality of being daily; daily occurrence, etc. 

1607 Hierow ivies.. I. 135 There are very few duties of 
religion, but the scripture speaksof the dfiilines of them. 
a 1670 Backet Chr. Consolations ii. (1840) 19 The dailiness 
of sin must be bewailed with the dailiness of sorrow. 

Daill, obs. Sc. form of Dale, 

Baily (dtfWi), a. (sb.) Forms : 5-8 dayly, 6 
daylie, dailie, (Sc. dalle), 6- daily. [OE. dsegllc 
(in the compounds twadsegUc,pr$odwgllc, happening 
once in two or three days) =OHG. tagaWi, dagalih , 
ON. dagligr, an ancient derivative of WGer. dag, 
OE. dnag day: see -LY *, The ordinary OE. word 
was dteg/mamllc, in 1 2th c. deihwanlichl\ 

1 . Of or belonging to each day; occurring or 
done every day; issued or published every day 
(or every week-day). 

C1470 Henry Wallace xt. 1292 For dayly mess, and 
heryng off confessioun. igafi Tindale Matt. vi. 1 r Geve 
vs this daye cure dayly breade. 2553 Eden Treat . Newe 
hid . (Arb.) 7 Proued . . by dayly experience, 2612 Bible Ex. 
v. 13 Fulfill your workes, your dayly taskes. 2712 Hearne 
Collect. (Oxf. Hist. Soc.) III. 153 A Daily paper comes out 
call'd The Spectator. 1863 Ld. Brougham Brit. Const, iv. 
62 The daily labour to gain their daily bread. 

b. with agent-nouns, as in daily waller, one who 
waits daily (a title of certain officers of the Royal 
household'. 

2568 E. Tilney Disc. Mariage Cj, A daylie gamester, 
a common blasphemer. 2643 Brass in Wey bridge Church 
(JSf. & Q. 1 Oct. 1892), Here lieth the body of Humphry 
Dethick Esq. who was one of his Ma fci 8 Gent. Vshers 
(dayly Waiter).^ 2725 Lond. Gas. No. 5300/4 Sir William 
Oldes, to be his Majesty's first Gentleman Usher, Daily 
Waiter and Black Rod. Mod. A daily visitor to the well, 
f 2 . Of the present day ; belonging to the present 
time. Obs. rare. 

1663 Gbrbier Counsel 8 Why modem and daily Buildings 
are so exceedingly Defective. 

B, sb. ( ellipt .) A daily newspaper, 

2858 Times 29 Nov. 6/3 Clever weeklies and less clever 
dailies. 1881 Academy 26 Mar. 234 The foreign corre- 
spondent of one of the great dailies. 

Daily (<\e l *li), adv. Forms : 5-7 dayly, (6 Sc. 
dalie, -y), 6 dailie, 6-7 daylie, 7 - daily, [£ Day 
+ -ly 2 . The OE. word was daghwamHce/\ Every 
day, day by day. Often in a looser sense : Con- 
stantly, always, habitually. 

c 1440 York My si. xxvi, 9 My desire muste dayly he done. 
1536 Pilgr.Perf. 1 W. de W. 153111b, Wherin . .dayly & hourly 
1 myght loke, as in a myrour. 2635 A. Stafford Fcm. 
G ; ory\ 1869! 79 With bended knees I dayly beseech God. 
271a Addison Sped. No. 265 1*6, I am informed that this 
Fashion spreads daily. 1747 Wesley Prim . Physic (176a) 
97 Drink daily half a Pint. 2848 Macaulay Hist. Eng. II. 
y He continued to offer his advice daily, and had the mor- 
tification to find it daily rejected. 2885 R % Buchanan 
Annan Water v,The public waggonette ran dally between 
Dumfries and Annanmouth. 

Bad ‘men, CL. Sc. Also 9 demmin. [Origin 
unknown. In Ayrshire pronounced as demmin . 
(Perh. a pple. : cf. Whitby dawn'd out, dealt out sparingly.)] 
‘Rare, occasional* (Jam.), 

2785 Burns To a Mouse, A daimen-icker in a. thrave ’S 
a sma* request. 2822 Edin. Mag. Apr. 352 (Jam.) At 
a demmin time I see the Scotchman. [Still in use in Ayr- 
shire, as in ‘a daimen ane here and there'.] 

Daiment, var. Dayment, Obs. 

|| Baimio (dai*m ( yt>). [Japanese, £ Chinese dai 
great 4- mio, myo name.] The title of the chief 
territorial nobles of Japan, vassals of the mikado ; 
now abolished. 

2839 Penny Cycl XIII* 94/r The nobility or hereditary 
'governors of the provinces and districts are called Daimio, 
or High-named, and Siomio , or Well-named. 2875 N.Amer. 
Rev. CXX. 2S3 The writer, .has lived in a daimio's capital 
■before, during, and after the abolition of feudalism. 

Hence Bad/miate, Badmioate, Dai*miote, the 
territory or office of a daimio, 

■ 2870 Pall Mall G. 26 Aug. 4 Japanese students, .from all 
parts of the .empire,, from 'the inland daimiotes as well as 
from the. sea-coasts, 288a Athenaeum 10 June 730/1 The 
abolition of the Dalmioates has elevated the masses of the 
people [of Japan]' from a state of -feudal servitude to 'the 
condition, of free ''citizens* . 2889 Ibid. 6' Apr. 436/1 Old 
Japanese. tenures (of Jand],. no doubt differed -considerably 
m the different daimiate.% . . 

11 Daimon (darraff«n), a direct transliteration of 
Gr. Saifxwy divinity, one's genius or Demon, 

285a Thors au Lett. (2865! 73 It is the same daimon, here 
lurking under a. human - eyelid.. . *875- E. €. Strom an 
Victorian Poets (1876) x 54 The laureate, .is his -own daimon, 
— the inspirer and. controller of his own utterances, 
t Bain, sb. Obs , Also 5 deyne, dene, 6 daine, 
dayne,deane. Syncopated from dedam, Disdain sb. 
1. Disdain, dislike, distrust 
a *400-50' Alexander 2883 .|>*t ay 'has deyne {Dublin MS . 
dene] & dispite at dedis bf 'litili. 1591 ■ taut Sappho v. i. 
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207 m Which striketh a deepe daine of that which wee most 
desire. 

2 . The suffering or incurring of disdain; con- 
tumely, ignominy, reproach. 

? a 2500 MS. St. Johns Colt. Oxon, No. 217 fol. 223b (in 
Masked Mon. Rit. III. 356), Thi beginning of thi hf, care 
and sorwe ; thi fofrjthliving, trauail, and dene, and clisese. 
15 . Merlins in Percy Folio 1 . 444 * Nay, cerLine,' said the 
old queane, *yee may it doe without deune.' 

3 . Repulsivehess of smell ; ‘ stink, noisome 
effluvia. Still used in this sense in the west of 
England * (Nares). 

(Quot. 1575 taken in this sense by Nares and Halliwell 
may belong to 2 ; 1601 may belong to Dain adj.) 

1575 Mirr. Mag.,Cordila , From bowres ofheauenly hewe, 
to dennes of dayne. 1601 Holland Pliny xi. liii, The 
breath of Lions hath a very strong deane and stinking smell 
with it {anintae leonis virus grave]. 2825 Britton Prov. 
Words in Beauties of Wit. sh. t E. D. S.), Dain, infectious 
effluvia. ^ 2847- in Halliwell (Wills), 
t Bain,, a. Obs. or dial. rare. Also 6 daine, 
dane. [a. OF. *deigm ?, Burg, doigne -• F. digne 
worthy : cf. Chaucers deyn under Digne a.] 

1 . Haughty ; reserved, distant ; repellent. Sc. 

c 2500 Dunbar Tna mar til Women 232 Than any I dan- 
gerus and dane and dour of my will. Ibid. 253 Thought 
1 dour wes and dane, dispitois and bald, c 2540 Lyndesay 
K itteis Conf. 6 Bot 3it ane countenance he bure, Degeist, 
deuote, daine, and demure. 

2 . Repulsive, esp. in smell ; stinking. Cf. Digne a. 
[Cf. Dain sb. quot. i6or.j 1888 Berkshire Gloss., Dain, 

tainted, putrid, bad-smelling. 

1 ' Bain, v. Obs. Also 5 deyne, 6 dayne. 
Syncopated form of dedain . Disdain v. 

a 1400-50 Alexander 4579 Ow)ur 30 gesse at 3c be gods . . 
Or deynes with oure drains for hat we j>am dere hald. 1514 
Barclay Cyt. l/plondyshm. (ftrey Soc.) 6 Youthedayneth 
counsayle, scornynge dyscrecyon. a 2593 GreknbH Iphonsus 
1. Wks. 226/1 She shall have scholars which will dain to be 
In any other Muse's company. Ibid, m. 237/2 ; iv. 240/2. 
Dain(e, obs. forms of Deign. 
t Barnful, a. Obs. Also 6 deignfull. Syn- 
copated form of dedainful , Disdainful, 

4-1530 H. Rhodes Bk. Nurture 672 in Babees Bk. (1868) 
too A busy tongue makes of his friend oft tymes his daynfull 
Foe. 2578 T. Proctor Gorg. Gallery in Hdiconia I. 92 
Cipres well, with dainful chaung of fraight, Gave thee to 
drinke infected poyson colde. 1600 Fairfax Tasso iv. 
Ixxxix, Yet tempred so her deignfull lookes alway. 

T Daint, a. and sb. Obs. Also 6 daynt, deint. 
= Dainty (of which it appears to be merely a 
shortened form, or perh. a misreading of the old 
spelling dainte, dey?ite , etc.). 

A. adj. 

2590 Spenser F. Q. 1. x. 2 To cherish him with diets 
daint. Ibid. u. xii. 42 Whatever . , may dayntest fantasy 
aggrate, 2596 /bid. iv. i. 5 Demeanour daint. 

B. sb. 

2633 P. Fletcher Pise. Eel, The Prize xxxvii, Excesse 
or damts my lowly roof maintain not. 

Hence f Bai ntly adv., daintily. 

2363 Sackville Mirr, Mag., Induct, xxxviii, As on the 
which full dayntlye would he fare. 2592 Percivall Sp. 
Diet., Regaladamente, gentelie, curteouslie, deintlie. 

t Barnteons, a. Obs . Forms : a. 4-5 deyn-, 
dein-, (den-), daynteuous, -vous, (-uos, denty- 
uous) ; R. 4-6 deyn-, 6 da yn-, deintoons. [app. 
orig. dayntivous , f. dayntive Daintivje + -ous ; 
afterwards altered so as to appear f, daynte. 
Dainty + -ous. Cf. Bounteous, Plenteous*] 
—Dainty a. 

c 2386 Chaucer Merck , T. 470 Fut of mstrumentz and of 
vitaille The moste deynteuous of all Ytaiile. 2387 Trevisa 
Higden (Rolls) III. 323 Wij> gret plente of deynteous mete 
and drinlc, “ta 2400 Morte A rth. 4196 Itt was my derlynge 
daynteuous, and fulle dere holdene. c 2510 Barclay Mirr. 
Gd. Manners (1570) D v. The sou re sauce is serued before 
meat deynteous. 1548 Udall, etc, Erasm. Par. Matt. x. 
64 This is no daynteouse and delycate profession. 

Hence f Bai'nteously adv., daintily. 
c 1380 W yclif Sel. Wks. Ill, 157 Somme men deynteuously 
norischen hor body. 1393 Langl. P. PI. C. ix . 324 Thenne 
was ]>i s folke feyn and fedde hunger deynteuosliche \v.r. 
denteuous , deyntifiiche]. ax$$6 Cranmer Wks. (Parker 
Soc.) II. 194 Yet will they, .fare daintiously, and lie softly, 
Dainteril, var. of Daintekl Obs., a dainty. 
Baiatetli, -itB. (d? l *ntej>% sb. and a. Now- 
only Sc. Forms : 4-5 dein-, deyn-, dain-, dayn- 
t©th(e, rarely -ith(o, -yth, (also den-, dan-, 
dayen-, dayne-% 8-9 Sc. daintith, -eth. [a, 
OF. dainiiet, demliel :—L. dignitat-em, £ dignus 
worthy : see Dainty sb . J A. *= Dainty sb. 

c 2290 S. Eng. Leg. I. Beket 2190 Heo bi-gan to serai |»is 
holi man and deintehes {Percy Soc. 1 . 2202 aeyntes] to him-' 
brou^te a 2340 Iiampole Psalter Ixxv. 20 With other* .he 
has litill daynteth to dwell.: c 2400 Des.tr, Troy 463 Sho 
hade no deintlthe to dele with no deire incite, c 245a Bk. 
Curtasye 527 in Babees Bk. 1 2868) 316 Yf any deyntethe in 
countre be, Ro stuarde schewes hit to )x> lorde so fire, a 2774 
Fergusson Drink Eclogue Poems C2845) 52 On b'ien-claa 
tables Bouden vn' a*' the daintiths o' the land. 2820 
Biackm. Mag. VII. 520 Sic daintiths are rare, ' 
t B. = Dainty a. Obs. 

C2430 Lydg. Chorle <5* Byrde lx, A dunghyll Douke as 
deyntieth as a Snyte. C1440 Gesta Rom. hiii. 374 (Add* 
MS.) He myght not take of the noble and deynteth metes* 
Hence + Baintethly adv., f Baimtetlmess. 
c 1440 Gesta Rom . !. 370 (Add. .MS.) Riche men,. hat*, 
etyn and dryakyn deyatethly. c 2440 York Myst. 1. 78 Thi 


dale, lord, es ay daynetethly delande. 2548 Thomas If at, 
Gram., Dilicatezza, daintethnesse, or deiicacie. 

BaixLti£ca*tion. nonce- wd. [f, Daintify : 

see -FiCATioN.] Daintified condition. 

2780 Mad. D'Arblay Diary Apr., A mighty delicate 
gentleman, .all damnification in manner, speech, and dress. 

t Bai’ntiful, a. Obs. [£ Dainty sb. + -ful.] 

— Dainty a. 

1393 Gower Conf. I. 28 There is no lust so deintefull. 
a 2400-50 A lexander 4274 A dayntefull diete. c 2440 Gesta 
Rom. xlvi. 184 (Harl. MS.i How that he made so gret 
festes, and hadde so deyntefulle metis. 

Hence f BaimtiftOly adv., daintily. 

2393 Langl. P. PI. C. ix. 324 (MS. G.) pis folke .. fedde 
hunger deyntfuliiche [v.r. deynteuosliche, deyntifiiche]. 
Bamti^ (cl^ntifsi), V. nonce-wd. [See -fy.] 
traits. To make dainty. Hence Dar&tified ppl. a . 

2780 Mad. D'Arblay Lett. July, My father charges me to ; 
give you his kindest love, and not to daintify his affection 
into respects or compliments. 2834 New Monthly Mag. 
XLI. 317 A silken cushion — which .. the daintified animal 
did nojt hurt. 

Baiatiliood (d^-ntihud), rare. Daintiness. 

1780 Mad. D'Arblay Diary May, Shocking her by too 
obvious an inferiority in daintihood and ton. 2890 'Temple 
Bar Mag. Jan. 146 Her youth, her daintihood. 

Daintily (d^'ntili), adv. [£ Dainty a. + -ly 2 .] 
f 1 . Excellently, finely, handsomely, delightfully. 

? a 2400 Morte A rth, 723 Dukkes and duzseperes dayntte- : 
hely rydes. c 1425 Wyntoun Cron. ix. xxvii. 8 Rycht wele 
arayt and dayntely. 1625 Bacon Ess. 'Truth (Arb.) 499 
A naked, .day-light, that doth not show the masques . . of 
the world halfe so Stately, and daintily, as Candlelights. 
2640 Howell Dodonds Gr. 2 There is no Forrest on Earth 
so daintily watered, with such great navigable Rivers. 

2 . In a dainty manner; with delicate attention to 
the palate, personal comfort, etc. 

C2340 Cursor M. 3655 {Trin.) Venisoun . . Deyntily dhte 
to his pay. C2440 Gesta Rom, xxxvi. 245 (Hart MS. sine 
fleshe h l-fed deyntili. 2549 Latimer 2nd Berm. bef. Edw. 

V I (Arb.) 52 The rich . . gloton whycli fared well and deyntely 
euery day. ' 2588 Shaks. Tit. A. v. in. 61 Baked, in that 
Pie, Whereof their Mother dantily hath fed. 2647 Cowley 
Mistress, Love's Ingratitude ii, And daintily I nourish'd 
Thee With Idle Thoughts and Poetry. 17.. Broome 
View Epick Poems (J.), To sleep well and fare daintily. 

3 . Delicately, nicely, etc, ; elegantly, gracefully, 
neatly, deftly, 

1562 l 1 , Norton Calvin's Inst. m. vi ii. § 2 He was not 
tenderly & deintily handled. 259a Greene Disput. 2 You 
tread so daintily on your typtoes. 2654 Trapp Comm. Ps. 
xxiii, So daintily hath he struck upon the whole string. 
2860 G. H. K. Vac. Tour. 117 The daintily tripping roe. 
i 85 o Motley Netherl. (2868* vii. 443 The envoy performed ; 
his ungracious task as daintily as he could. 
f 4 . Rarely, sparingly. Obs. (Cf. Dainty a. 2.) 
2494 Fabyan Chr on. vh. ccxxi. 242 To be kept there as; 
a prysoner, where he was so dayntely fed that he ' dyed ! 
for hunger, 2582 Sidney A pol. Poetrie (Arb.) 65 The 
Auncients haue one or two examples of Tragy-comedies. . ! 
But. .we shall find, that they neuer, or very daintily, match 
Hora-pypes and B'uneralls. 

Daintiness (d^-ntines). [£ Dainty a. .+ ; 
-NESS.] The quality of being dainty. 

1 . + a* The quality of being fine, handsome, de- 
lightful, etc. Obs. in general sense, b. Of food 1 
Choiceness, deliciousness. 

. *55a Hulokt, Peyntines of meates at a banquet, lau- 
iitia. - 1577 B. Googe I/eresbac/is Husb. ly, (1586; 167 In ; 
datntines.se and goodnesse of meat, the Hennes may.com- 1 
par© with, .the goose [etc.]. 1627 Hakewill Apol. if). 
It was more notorious for the daintiness of the provision ■ 
which he served in it, than for the mossiness of the dish. ' j 

2 . Delicate beauty, elegance, gracefulness ; neat- | 
ness, deftness. 

2580 Sidney Arcadia 1. (2725) 206 Leucippe was of a fine ; 
daintiness of- beauty. 2669 A*. Browne Ars Piet. (1675) 
29 The grossness, slenderness, clownishness, and dainty ness 
of Bodies.. 2878 J, W. Ebsworth Bratkwait’s Strappado l 
Introd. 28 There is poetic -grace and daintiness of expres- ; 
sion in the charming little lyric. . 2884 Black Jud. Shaks. 
xxx. The pretty, daintinesses of her coaxing* 

3 . Niceness, fastidiousness, delicacy* scrupulous- i 
ness (of taste, sensibility, etc.). 

1579 Tomson Calvins Serm. Tim. xxt. 250/2 What greter f 
.daintiness© doe 'we make' at blasphemies? " .2593 . 'Shaks. i 
■Rick. //, v, v. 45 Daintinesse ofeare... 2624 Wo'n’ON A rckit. \ 
1, Of' sand," Lyme, and clay,.-,. Vitruvius hath, discoursed. ! 
without any daintiness. ■ 289a Speaker 3' Sept. 299/1 A cer- j- 
tain discrimination, -a certain daintiness of -choice. # .. i 

4 . Niceness of appetite ; fastidiousness with re- . 
gard :' to food , personal . comfort, tic . ; 'softness, . - - ; . ; ■ I 

1530 Palsgr. 212/2 Deyi!tinesse,yrftr««/rir. 2598 '- Hakluyt [ 
Voy. I. 250 (R.) How lastly 'may this barbarous and rude i 
Russe -condemn©, the ■ daintintese ■'and < nicenesse of' our cap- ' ! 
taints. 1670 Milton- Hist. Eng.v* (*851) 232 The '-People' | 
. . learnt , . of the ' Flemish, 'daintiness 'ana ; softness, 1836 j: 
W. Irving Astoria X 78 What especially^ irritated the .! 
Captain was. the daiatmes® of some orhis cabin!',' passengers.' . 1 
They were loud' -in their- 'complaints of the ship’s fare. : 

1 0, Physical delicacy or tenderness. Obs. 

2575 Turberv. Femkmrk f 229 ' In • these cures of diseases 
that "grow in the eyes'! there' must be .great-' care .used., 
bicause -of the dayntinesse' of the' place. '■ 

Daintith: see Dainteth. 
f Barntive, sb. aud-tx . Obs.- rare , : -;In 6 d©yn- 
tyne. [app. a. Anglo* Fr. *daintif \ -ive, i. daintii 
cf. OF. - bontif, -ive , ' £ bontSI\ , m Dainty sb. sand a. 

23.. '[see. adv. below]. '■ xsafi Pilgr.Perf (W,'de W. 1531) 
70b To. taste of 'his -deynt-yue delycates* ' Ibid. 71 [He]- 
. tedeth vs with the deyntyues of .his own© delycate dysshe. .' ■ 
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Hence + Bai'ntively adv. (in 4 deyntijhche). 

13. . Cursor M. 27904 (Cotton Galba) To 3 ern . metes 
iayntyuely. 1393 Langl. P.Pl C. ix. 324 (MS. I) J>is folke 
. .fedde hunger aeyntifiiche. 

4 BarntreL Oh. Also 6 deinfrelle, 7 dain- 
teril, -trill. [Cf. OF, daintier a tit -bit, a delicacy. 
The formation is obscure.] A dainty, delicacy. 

1575 J. Still Gcwim . Gurion n. i, But by thy words, as 
I them smelled, thy daintrels be not many. *577 H* Buil : 
ingcr's Decades (1592) 240 Neither glut thy selle with 
present delicates, nor long after deintrelles hard to be 
come bye. 31615 Sir E.-Boby Curry-combe i. 7 These 
dainterils haue layen so long vpon his hands, that 1 feare 
me they are scarce sweete, *640 Brome Spar, Garden m. 
vii, You say l shall fill my belly with this new Daintnll. 
Dainty (d^'nti), sb. Forms : 3-6 dein-, deyn-, 
dain-, daynte, -ee, (4-5 dayn-, deyntta^ 4-6 
dein-, deyn tie, -y(e, 4-6 Sc. dante(e, 6 -ie, 5 
dente, 6 denty, -ie, 4-7 daynty(e, -ie, 6-7 
dain tie, -ye, 4- dainty, fa. OF, deintie, dainti 
dainti pleasure, tit-bit L. dignitatem worthiness, 
worth, beauty, f. dignus worthy. The earlier OF. 
form was in -et, whence Dainteth.] 

1 2 .- Estimation, honour, favour (in which any- 
thing is held) ; esteem, regard ; affection, love. 

a 1225 Ancr. R. 412 Me let lesse deinte to ]nnge J>et me 
haueS ofte. c 1305 St Dunstan 35 in E. E. P. ( 1862) 35, For 
deynte J?at he hadde of him : he let him sone bring© Bifore 
>e prince of Engelond. 1375 Barbour Bruce xiii. 475 Schir 
eduard. .Lufit (him}, and held in sic dante. 1377 Langl.. 
P. PL B. xi. 47 Of dowel ne dobet no deyntee me ne 
Jxni^te. c 1430 Lydg. Bochas Prol. 52 These Poetes ..Were 
by olde time bad in great deintye With Kinges. 1513 
Douglas Mneh iv. viii. 28 Sen }onne. .man, deir sister, the 
Waswount to cherise, and bald in gret dantie. 

f 2 . Liking or fondness to do or see anything; 
delight, pleasure, joy. Oh. 

c 1325 Song of Yesterday' 5 in E. E. P. (1862) 133 pel 
haue no deynte forte dele with |»i n £ es bat bene deuotly 
made. 1375 Barbour Bruce xih 159 Than all ran in-to 
gret dantee The Erll of MurrefF for till se. c 1386 Chaucer 
Man of Law's T. 41 Euery wight hath deyntee to chaffare 
With hem. c 1449 Pecock Repr. 1. xiii. 66 The reeding in 
the Bible, .drawith the reders..fro loue and deinte of the 
world. 2508 Dunbar Turn maryit women 415 Adew 
dolour, adew ! my daynte now begynis. a 1529 Skelton 
Bouge of Conrie 337 Trowest thou.. That I haue deynte 
to see thee cherysshed thus? 

f 3 . Delightful or choice quality; sumptuous- 
ness. 

a 1300 Cursor M. 3655 «Cott) Venison b ou has him 
nommen, Wit dainte dight til his be-boue. c 2300 K. A Us. 
7070 They haven seolk# gret plente, And maken doth is of 
gret deynte. CS440 Promp. Pam. 1x7/1 Dente (K. II, P. 
deynte), Lauticia. 

f 4 . Daintiness ; fastidiousness. Oh. 

1500 Spencer F. Q. 1. il. 27 He feining seemely merth, 
And shee coy lookes : so dainty, they say t rnaketh derth. 
1597 Shaks. s Ben. IP, iv. L 198 Note this: the King is 
wearie Of dahatie, and such picking grievances. 

•f 5 . concr. Anything estimable, choice, fine, pleas- 
ing or delightful ; hence occas,, a luxury, rarity 
(ct. Dainty a. 2). Oh. exc. as in 6. 

2340 Hampole Pr. Come , * 7850 pare es plente of daynfces 
and delice, a 1400-50 A kxemder 5208 Ware alike a won- 
dire In. cure march© of Messedone, .It w are a daynte to 
deme. 156a J. Hey wood Prov. 4 Eplgr, (1867) 51 Plenty is 
no dainty. 16x7 Rich Jtrm I HuMmL w It was a great, dainties 
. . euen amongst their greatest nobility, . to see a cloake 
lined thorow with Veluet. <zx66x Fuller Worthies (1840) 
II. 439 f'ffej wm&t such a vent for Welch cottons, that what 
he found 'drugs at home, he left dainties beyond the sea. 
1798 Ferriak Illmtr, Sterne, Eng. ATM 227 Those who 
can only be .allured by the dainties of ksowletfge, 

+b. As a term of endearment. (Cf* sweet.) 
t 6 xt ' B. . Jonson CmiMim ■ il % There is a fortune comming 
Towards you, Daiufcie, ■■ 

6. esp. Anything pleasing or delicious to the 
palate; a choice viand, a delicacy. ' 
c 1300 Bekei 1202 Heo served© this fell man and of deyntes 
him.br0.3te. X393 Dower Cmf. II. 255 Tho was there 
many a deinte fet And set to*fore hem on the herd, ■ c 1440 
Promp, Pam, 117 Delyce, or deyntes, dilme. 1576 
Fleming Panopl. Epist. 291 Some whet their teethe, upon 
sugred demties. . ' x6xx Bible Ps, cxlL 4 .Let me© not ease of 
■their .dainties. 1794 Southey Wat Tykr m* il. Your 
larders hung with .dainties,', a 1839 Praed Pm jnv(i8&p I. 305 
The .cunning eatener still must share The. dainties which his 
toilspiepare.,';; 

' . X. 39 T 0 OWER Cmf III..i*6 Such© .deiattes, , Wh.erof thou 

takesi tSn.herteTodld. . ■ *6x4.'. Be,... 'H all Retail, Treat. 59 
■ There be' 'some. . .to whoa . sin , is both food' and' dainties, ' . 

1 7 . Phrase. . To make dainty of (anything ) ; to 
set great store by ; hence, to be sparing or chary 
of 1 iff make dainty to do (or of doing ; al so absol), 
to be chary or loth, to scrapie. Oh. 

. ' *555 Watkman FmmHFmhm t* in. 37. The aostenobie 
Citrus," wbfttdf the': Riwalnes , made' ' great© deintle. *579 
Tompn Cahids Serm , Tim* ix. wy/t They will. net^mak;® 
'daintie of. filename of.ohr ;lx>rdJesusCIiriste,fo wwke. their 
subtill and mischeevous; practises. xgSx ' Savilss Tadim*' 
'Some, .made noe dainty to 'hear© any 
burden. 1592 Shaks. Rom. 4 Jul 1. v. 21 Which of you 
all Willnow deny to: dance? She "that makes dainty, She 
Ileweare hath 'comes, a%tm Hierom Whs, II. 492 She© 

.. ranne home and made, so' daintie© 'ofvit; ■ 'idl her .. neighbours 
were the ; better.' for her store. . ©!.«Sa0.:.PftxsTtmt HtmCm. -, 
(1634) : : 410 ' "Defer; not, ; make not ; dainty of applying' the 
promises, ■, X633 Bp. Hall Hard Texts Matt x. 39 ' Hee 
that makes so' dainty of'hlc life a* that'. ,he wii not expose 
It" to 'danger, *638 Fhatl'iv Strife*,- -ZymUm. n. *22 We 
have 'all reason to mak©' great, daintie®, of : the •»!»!■.©'. cm* 


fessxon of. .our Romish adversaries. 1649 Milton Eikott. 
43 If. .he made so dainty and were so loath to bestow Letc.j. 

f 8. As an asseveration : ? —By God’s dignity, 
or honour. Oh. 

i6t% Touunkur A th. Trag. 11. v, S’daintie, I mistooke the 
place, I miss’d thine eare and hit thy lip. 

Dainty (d^-nti), a. [from prec. sb.] 

1 1. Valuable, fine, handsome ; choice, excellent ; 
pleasant, delightful. Oh. or dial, in general sense. 

r 1340 Gaio. y Gr. Knt. 1253 To duly with derely your 
daynte wordez, c 1386 Ciiaucer Prol. x68 Full many a 
deynte hors hadde he in stable. 1536 Tindalk Rev, xviii, 
14 All thynges which were deyntie and had in pryce. X573 
Tusser Husk xxxv. (1878) 81 More daintie the lambe, 
the more woorth to be sold. 1626 Bacon Sylva § 389 The 
daintiest Smells of Flowers, are out of those plants, whose 
Leaves smell not. 17x2 bri;F.LE Sped. No. 354 r x To 
hear Country Squires, .cry, Madam, this is dainty Weather. 
18x6 Scott Old Mart, vi, ‘ Ay? indeed? a scheme o' yours / 
that must be a denty ane ! * 2855 Robinson Whitby Gloss., 
Denty or Denty is/t, a weather term, genial, cheering, 
f 2. Precious ; lienee, rare, scarce. Oh. 
i la 1500 Item) Plowman 1 timed Pater- Nosier 28 in Had. 
E. P. P. (1864} I. 2ii Make had he plenty©; And Marty}- 
mas befe to hym was not deyntye. 157 s Lvt* Dodoem vi. 
xi. 671 The blacke [whorts] are very common, .but the ml 
are dayn tie, and founde but in fewe places, 16x6 Hieron 
Whs. I, 584 If sermons were dainty.. they would he more 
esteemed. 1677 Lady Chawortk in xstth Rep. Hist. MSS. 
Comm, App. v. 37 A rare muffe, but judged to be some 
dainty squirell skin, 

3. Pleasing to the palate, choice, delicate. 

1382 Wycuf Pm), xxi. 17 Who looueth deynte metis. 
c 1386 Chaucer Pard. T. 58 To gete a glotoun deyntee 
mete and drinks. 154* Barnes Wk$ % (1573) 299/1 To ©ate 
..costly fishes, and that of the dentiest fashion dressed. 
X5S8 Shaks. L, L. L. 1. I. 26 Dainty bits Make rich the 
ribs. 1627 Milton Vac. Exerc. 14 The daintiest dishes 
shall be serv’d up last. 1758 Johnson Idler No. xoo l* 12 
Her house is elegant and her table, dainty. 1892 Stevenson 
Wrecker u, Fine wines and dainty dishes. 

4. Of delicate or tender beauty or grace ; delicately 
pretty ; made with delicate taste. 

<7 1400 Destr. Troy 3060 Her chyn.,With a dympull full 
deme, daynte to se. 1555 Wat reman Fardte Teutons L v. 
77 She is estemed, as a deinty derling, beloued of many. 
X579 Spenser Sheph. Cat. June 6 'The grassy© ground with 
damtye Daysies dight. 1609 B. Jonson Sit. Worn, xv. i, 
Let your gifts be slight and dainty, rather than precious. 
c 1645 Howell Lett, l xxviii. 54 Such a tliaplionous pel- 
lucid dainty body as you see a Crystall-glasse is. 1877 
M. M. Grant Sun-Maid vii, There stood waiting for her 
the daintiest of little broughams. 

5. Of persons, etc. : Possessing or displaying deli- 
cate taste, perception, or -sensibility; nice, fastidious, 
particular; sometimes, over-nice. 

1576 Fleming Panopl Epist. 357 Fine feUowes, that bee 
verie deintic and circumspect in speaking. 1581 Lamisarde 
Eiren, iv. v. 1 1.5881 497 Sundry other daintie and nice 
differences doth M. Marrow make. 159.1 Shaks. t Hen. 
VI, v. iii. 38 No shape but his can please your dainty eye. 
xfioa — Ham. v. i. 78 The hand of little Imployment hath 
the daintier sense. 1700 Cosgkevk Way of World in. xv, 
I am somewhat dainty in making a resolution— because 
when I make it I keep it. 184* Lytton Nt, $ Morn. *11. ii, 
You must take me as you take the world, without being 
over-scrupulous and dainty, 1855 H. Rkf.d Led. Eng, 
Lit. iii. xoi From being too dainty in our choice of words. 

f b, with of Particular or scrupulous about 
(anything) ; careful, chary, or sparing of. Oh. 

^ 357*6 Fleming Pampl. Epist, 25 1 F riendes . , garnished w* 
learning, & not deintle of their travel!. 1605 Shaks* Mack 
11. Iii. X50 Let vs not lie daintie of leuue-taking, But shift 
away, 164* Fuller Holy 4 Prof. St. v. iii 367 The devil 
not being dainty of his company where he finds welcome, 
tc, "with infm . : Disinclined or reluctant {to do). 
*533 B* Gilpin la Strype, Bed. Mem. II. xxiii. 440 Such 
a® be dainty to hear the poor. x6xs Sir R, Duutmr In 
Fort esc. Papers 7 note, I will not be© dainty to make you 
a parti© to my dcsignes. 

0. Nice or particular as to- the. quality of food, 
comforts, etc. ; f luxurious* 

a 1533 La Berners Gold, Bk M, Aunt. C1546) Kj b, 
The heart of a woman is deyntee. 16x4 Be, Hall Recoil, 
Treat . 85 As.. some daintie guest knowing there is m 
pleasant fare to com, 1683 Tryom Way to Health x8* You 
dainty Dames that are so nice, that you. will not endure this 
pleasant Element .to blow upon you. 1855 Motley Dutch 
Rep, 1 1 1 , vi. v. 521 When men were starving they could not 
afford to be dainty. 189a Stevenson Wrecker ii, I was 
born with a dainty tooth -and a palate for wine. 

1 1. Delicate (in health or constitution). Oh, 

■ ijSfr* Bullbyw Campowedes 46 a, Tbei- mate lie giuen to 
drink© to them that are weak© or feable, or as thm' call it 
deintie, 1581 Moix aster Positions xxii. (18-871 94 Whose 
mother was Matte, daintie, tender, netier stirring. 

8, quasi -a A*. Daintily, (ram) 
t$%4' Br/ B all Recoil ' Trmt. 726 You quote Scriptures, 
tho' ito your prays©) .more dainty ' indeede then your 
Mtomm, ttSfx H. M, tr, Ermm, Cdlm. 72 If rich wen 
shall fare somewhat dainty, *873 Miss 
III x 44 So mmdmgfy fair ana dam try wrougbL 
0. Comb . » m daintynhapped, -eared, fingered^ 
•mouthed, dmgrnd,, -toothed atljs. 

1725 Bailey Ermm. Cotloq, (1877) 4a (D.) You *damty- 
chapped fellow, you ought to be fed with hay. 1549 Day** 
mer wd Serm. bef Edw. VI (Arb.) 90 marg. t How tender 
and . *deynety eared men . of these days be. xyrj Rows 
feme Shore 1. 1 , This tough impracticable Heart xs govern'd 
by a ^dainty-finger'd Girl, 1530 Palscr. 309/a *Dwsty 
mouthed, /riant a 1633 Austin Medit. (2635) 233' They 
are so *'daintie-Tonpied that their Company 1 » too costly.' 
*Sfy ft* Mmliinmr Decades nypA *54 Let euery young man 
bee. .not licorish lipped, nor '^dainty toothed. 


t Dainty (d^-nti), ®. Oh. rare , [f. prec. sb. 

or aelj.] tram. With up ; To pamper or indulge 
with dainties, 

x6a* H. Sydenham Serm. Sol. Ore. ( 1637) 108 So shat 
they would, .nourish, not daintie 'up the body. 1778 Mis, 
Thrale in Mad. D'Arhlaf s Diary Sept. 1 , 68 She dainties 
us up with all the meekness in the world. 

Bair, Bairfc, obs. forms of Dark, Dart. 
Bairawe, Baired : see Day-. 

|| Dairi (<lai*r/' Also 7 dayro. [Japanese, f. 
Chinese dai great + ri within.] In Japan, properly 
the palace or court of the Mikado ; also a respect* 
ful mode of speaking of the mikado or emperor. 
Hence Dalri-sama, lit, lord of the dairi or 
palace, an appellation of the Mikado. 

x66* J. Davies tr. Mandehldt TrmK-ILI.mil 1S4 1 ‘liat 
great State hath always been govern’d by a Monarch, 
whom, in their 'language they call Ifayre, lySo Phil 
Tram. LXX, App. 7 We were not allowed to m* th# 
Dairi, or ecclesiastical emperor* . 

Dairy (dc^ri;, sb. Forms: 7,deierie, 4 dajrerio, 
dayry, 5 deyery, deyry, 6 deirle, clary, //. 
deyr i«, day res, f> 7 deyrie, dayery(e» dcry, 
dayrie, dairie, 7 daery, darie, dayry, 7- dairy, 
[ME. deierie, etc., f. deie, deye, I ) f.y leimik* servant* 
dairy-maid + -mV, -.buy 2, suffix of Komanic origin* 
The dafry is thus the place where the function of 
the dey is performed ; cf, dey-woman, •home . ] 

1 , A room or building in which niilk and cream 
are kept, ami made into butter and cheese, b* 
Sometimes in towns the name is assumed by a shop 
In which milk, cream, etc. are sold. 

c 1290 S, Eng, Leg, I. ip/14 Hire dwrk w»« mere of 
ch«w and hotere bar and swipe lone. lin'd., For Rir« ra* 
in |>e deieri© nou^t add of none 3 wit#, c ijfltt CiiAii-om 
Wipe's T. *s 'Thropes, beernyn, snipntx, dayry*, 411,44© 
Promp, Pan?. 117 Dey rye, tmcctirm, 1577 B. CtXiH.R 
llereshacht* Hush, 1. (15.86} 3 As my Foftle*. ur my I'layrit 
and Fishpond#* wyl ycridr* xmt B. Jmmm Gipsies 
Metamorph, W'ka* (Rtldg.) 624/1 To-. Roger or Maty Or 
Peg of the dairy. 1727 46 Thomson Summer arfu Poiue 
iuiMrcts] to tlit house, The fold, and dairy# hungry, bend 
their dight. 1837 Ifown 1 Bur. Li/e vi. i ««t ©l*g»M 
dairy for the supply of milk am! cream, curd* and baiter, 

2 . That department of farming, or of a particular 
farm, which is concerned with the production of 
milk, butter, and cheese. Hence, sometimes ap- 
plied to the milch cows cm a farm collectively, 

€ *386 Chaucer Prat 597 His 'lord** scbeei*, hi* inert, 
and his dayeric, Ilia swyn, hii hors, his .««, »nd hi* 
pultrie. Was holly in this reeve* governing©, 1673 Ttam.K 
Trade in inland Wk*. 1773 I II. 22 Grouads^cr# turned 
much in England from hm-ifin^ either to fr tiding or dairy, 
*779 H. SwiNUifiNK Spain xxxvtii,'<RA The larit dairy dt 
cows established here by the present king. *814 j am* Wmt 
A. de Lacy III, 238 Tins. .tnmpm , , dtove 11# oi» good 
cow-dairy* . *88* Somerset Co. Cm, tS Mar., Dairy of -i a w 
16 cows to he let. *888 FIlwokthv IF, Somerset Werd'*hk. t 
Dairy, the Bulking cows belonging 10 any fmm or hernse, 

2 * A dairy-farm, 

ig&i Fhark AEmeid.' tx. A a ij % Stormy shownm awl 
winds about mens deirie* houilng. *394 Noiow ■Spec, 
Brit, Essex (Camdenl 8- In Tendritig hundred wbtr «« 
mania wickei or dawi*#, a t 66 i Worthies 11. 144 

The Goodness© of trie Earth, abounding with ’Darks awl 
Pasture. *769 De Fee's Tmr Gl Brit* II, 4* AH the lower 
Part of this County, .is full of large feeding Farm** which 
we call Dairies; and the Cheese they .nuke’ » .exceUeiu, 

4. attrib, and Comb., as dairy-mimt -emniry, 
•damsel, fail, -society, -tea to, •twmh, •wifi, -work, 
etc.; dairy-fed adj. ; dairy* -farm, a farm chiefly 
devoted to the production of milk# butter, and 
cheese so dairy-farmer, -farming'; dairy* 
grounds, cow-pastures ; dairy-school, a technical 
school, for teaching dairy- work' or dairy-farming p 
dairy-woman, a woman who manages a, dairy, 
*797 Mu*. EAncurva Itahm xiii, It w&% % *Pmey.»twMn 
belonging^ to som© t shepherd** S'-iarS Ikt’OM Syhm ’ | 354 
Children ' in , *I')tyrie Countries dor wax© more tall, tfmn 
where they Iked more upon Lrewl, and I Irxh, *8*S Scoff 
Hrt Midi xli, The yet more considerate . M dairy.alatmik 
Mid . ix, To employ them as a •cliilry-fcirmer, or eowfeeder, 
as they are called in Scotland, i8^x S. htmwM Handy 
Andy x, iVe'seen them in England killing your *dairy*fel 
pork, a Hymn if Alms %%% Ills tloass with 

Sheep, bis *daery-grou««k w ite N eat. *8«$ Kkats Rudy m, 
a 44 -Th*. f dairy pailn Bring host* inctwuw of mtlk, «|© 
pAMtoR »ia h JPayrit place* meterie. i%| «.l hlan 

tji/a They will, .establish *da*ry schools all w%«r Ktiglami 
*890 Farmed* Cm. 4 Jan, $h The «tsr»r««% *«hwrv umir. 
ties in America. *7*17 Philip tQmmrii (1816) fes Havifiig 
a store of # clsury ware* Im re wived t» make a place to krrp 
It In : th« IdtchMi. .not bring a promt plarw Iwr mid 
milk, ifii# Otway Atheist v, *» The •Dairy-Wench or 
Ch»al»«#ii.' ,1798 Bsooiintus FmmmF* -Mey t Spring 
®Si Suffolk ^dairy-wives ran mud lor *t# **n. *#©9 Arc 
Woman im Hum. i. in Kulien O. PI IV# I *huU go# to 
omirt-' now#: and attirwl Ilk© -an old *.Dtri« wonmn.- r&|*. 
M. L, Hawthorns in Hmvthorm A Wyfe » t I. ® Bring 
us home a bos of fcwtter, if your da»ry*wuman in very pint. 
*7^8 lUelSASMCkS Clarissa (i8u> HI. It. 67, I have . . mb 
mired them in their •'dairy-work#, stop* Farmer's Gas. 
4 Jan. 5/2 As a «|«€iall»i: in dairy work. 

Barry, v, ram # [f* Datbt tA] irms. To 
keep or Iced (cows) for the dairy, 

*780 A. Young Tour feel II, 142 The cat tie svstem h 

f ederally dairying Cows. x8©$ Lcccocs Nat. HEM 243 
host Bands) of a softer quality are employed in the 
dairying of cows. 
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Darry-liouse. A house or building used as 
a dairy ; = Dairy sk i ; the house of a dairy-man. 

1530 Pai.sor. 2x2/2 Deyrie house, meterie . x6x6 Surkl. 
& Makkh. Country Farms 16 You shall haue a Dairie- 
house or small vaulted Roome patied, and lying slope- wise 
...to serue for the huswifes Dairie. 1741 Richardson 
Pamela. III. xox You'd better see her now-and-then at the 
Dairy- house or at School. 

Dairying (de<»Ti|ig), [f. Dairy v. + -ingL] 
The business or management of a dairy ; the pro- 
duction of milk and manufacture of butter and 
cheese ; dairy-farming. 

1649 Blithe Eng, Imfirov. Imfr. To Rdr., To shew the 
way of Cow-keeping, Dayryiug, or raising most Cheese and 
Butter. . 1893 Queen 25 Mar. 478/2 They have the subject of 
dairying and dairy schools very much at heart, 
b. attrib. 

1784 Twamlky Dairying 8 In a considerable .Dairying 
Country. *890 Times 22^ Feb. 7/3 The improvement and 
extension of the dairying industry, 

Dairymaid. (de*Tim<F*d). A female servant 
employed in a dairy. 

1599 B. Jonson Cynthia's Rem iv. i, Now I would be an 
empresse; and by and by a duchess; then a great lady., 
then a deyrie mnh.Ua 17x2 Addison Sheet. No. 53.0 i» 2 
He has married a dairy-maid, 1879 J. YVrightson Dairy 
Hush* in Cassell’s Techn. Educ. IV. 246/2 When the butter 
falls from side to side in a compact lump the dairy-maid 
knows that her work approaches completion. 

Dairyman (de«^rim&n). A man who manages, 
or is employed in, a dairy, b. A man engaged in 
the sale of milk and other dairy produce. 

vflfy Twamlky Dairying 58 An object not unworthy 
a Dairy-man’s notice. 18x3 L. Richmond (ri 7 /<rt» The Dairy- 
man’s daughter. x88» Somerset Co. Gas. x8 Mar., Wanted, 
a steady young man as Dairyman. 

Dairy- woman : see Dairy 4. 

Dais (cle% d^'is). Forms; 3-5 days, 3-6 
deis, 4-5 des, 4 6 dese, dec©, deyse, dees, 5 
deise, deesse, 5-6 dess(e, deas(e, 6 deasse, 
dysse, Sc. deiss, deische, 8-9 Sc. deas, 4, 8-9 
dais. [a. OF. dels (later do is), mod.F. (from 
1 heard dial.) dais = Pr. des, It. desco :—L. disc tern 
(nova, discus) quoit, disk, dish, in late L. table. 

The sense-development has been ‘table, high table (In- 
cluding its platform 1 , the raised end of the hall occupied by 
the high table and used for other purposes of distinction, 
the canopy covering this* : the latter being only in modem 
French, and thence in Eng. The word died out in Eng. 
about 1600, but was retained in Sc. in sense 3 ; its recent 
revival, chiefly since x8oo, in sense 2, is due to historical and 
antiquarian writers ; it appears in no Eng. diets, until 
Worcester 1846, Craig *847. Always a monosyllable in Fr., 
and in Eng. where retained as a living word ; the dissyllabic 
pronunciation is a 1 shot ’ at the word from the spelling.! 

1. t A raised table in a hall, at which dis- 
tinguished persons sat at feasts, etc.; the high 
table. (Often including the platform on which it 
was raised ; see next sense.) Obs. since 1600. 

a 1259 Matt. Paris Vitae Abba turn S. Alb. in Walsingham 
(Roils; I. 521 Prior© pramleute ad magnam mensara quam 
* Deis’ yulgariter appellamus. 1297 R. Gi.ot’c. (Rolls) 1 1073 
Vort Hi come vp to pe dels, a X3O0 Cursor M. 12560 (Cott.) 
Ne brek Jmir brede, ne last hair mes, Til he war cummen til 
fair des. c 1350 H 111. Pale rue 4564 pe semli segges were 
setle in balk, Re real rinkes bi reson at pe heije dese, and 
all© ober afterward on be side benches. C1450 Henrysgn 
Mar. Fab. 10 So that Good-will bee earner at the Dease. 
CX500 in Arnold© C/tron. (x8xx< 241 Syttyng at the hygh 
dees : My Lord of Ely In the myddes. *535 Stewart Cron. 
Scot, II, 395 Quh&ir that he sat into his sta.it royal i, With 
xnony ding lord sittand at his deische. a 1575 Wife lapped 
in Morrelles Skin 3x2 in Haul. it. P. P. IV. 193 The Bride 
was set. at the hye dysse, 

t b. 7 b begin the ■ dais ; to take the chief seat, 
or preside, at a least ; see Beg IK vf 5. Also to 
hold the dais in same sense, Obs. 

1297 R. Glouc. (Rolls) 7166 He her J>« croune &. huh! f>e 
<kis mid o|>er atil also. 4x330 Sir Ernies 2 123 j>ow schclt 
|,ns dai be prtour And be-ginne oure dels, c *430 Syr Try am. 
1636 Queue Margaret began the deyse, Kyng Ardus, wyth 
'owtyn kes, Be bur was he sett, 0x440 Partompe App. 
721.0 (Roxb.) Next the Queue he began the deyse. 

2. The raised platform at one end of a hall far 
the high table, or for seats of honour, a throne, or 
the like ; often surmounted by a canopy. Obs. since 
c 1600, until revived c 1800 in historical and sub- 
sequently in current use. 

In earlier times sometimes am, meaning a bench or seat 
of honour upon the raised platform : cf. sense 3. 

exseya 'S*. Eng, Leg. 1 . 361/71 On Jki heipe dels him sette, 
mete and drinke he him gaf. c *300 K, Alt's. 1039 Spoused 
scheois, and set ondeys. '..CX335 £. E. A Hit. P. B. 38 He 
were sette solempnely in a sete rye he, Abof dukes on dece, 
with dayatys Rented, <”1386' Chaucbi * Merck, T. 467' And 
aue feat sktith he and sche With, erthir worthy folk, upon 
the deys. ■ c 1450' St, CutkbeM 3049 He salt doune opon fro 
dese, xgox Douglas Pal. If on. it, • xlv, Tho I saw our 
lad y is twa and twa Sittand on debris. "xexj Bradshaw 
St. W.grburgi 1, x6.a$ Ouer the hye desse. .Where the sayd 
thre kynges sate crowned" all *575 Laneham Let, (1S71) 
41 A doouty Dwarf too the vpjpermost^eas Right peswtly 
gan prik, anti, .kneeling .on knee.. Said ‘hail, syr king , 
*778 .Pennant Tour in Wales (18831 L 13 The great.,. hall 
is. .furnished with the high Pais, or ^ elevated upper ©tod, 
and' its long table for jbe lord 'and his jovial companions. 
x8ao Scott Humhoe iil, For about one quarter of the length 
•' of. the apartment, the floor was raised by a step, and this 
space, which was called the dak,. was occupied only fay the 

r rindpal members of the family. 1840 Arnold Hut, Marne 
I, 439 Like tltt dak' or. upper part. of 'our old castle' and 
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college halls. x86o Emerson Card. Life , Behaviour Wits. 
(Bohn) II. 386 The grandee took his place on the dais. 

b. By extension : The platform of a lecture 
hall ; the raised floor on which the pulpit and 
communion table stand in some places of worship. 

3888 Nature 26 Jan. 299/1 As a lecturer he was not 
brilliant ; he appeared shy and nervous when on the dais. 
1893 Newspr. A Flower Service was held in the church ; 
the pulpit and dais were tastefully decorated. 

3 . In some early examples (chiefly northern) it 
appears to have the sense * seat, bench *; so in Sc. 

a. 4 A long board, seat, or bench, erected against 
a wall’, a settle; also, <a seat on the outer side of 
a country house or cottage’, b. A seat, bench, or 
pew in a church, (Jamieson.) Chamber of dais ; 
see Chamber sk 11. 

a 1330 Syr Degarre 765 Amidde the lialle fibre A fir was 
bet stark and store: He sat adoun upon the dais, And 
warmed him wel eche wais. 

<2x774 Fergusson Farmed s Ingle (1 845I 38 In its auld 
lerroch yet the deas remains, Where the guidman aft streeks 
him at Ms ease. xy.. Jamieson Pop. Ball. (1806! I, six 
(Jam. i The priest afore the altar stood,— -The Mer-xnan he 
slept o’er ae deas. And he has steppit over three. x8x3 
Scott IJrt. Midi, xviii, The old man was seated on the 
deas, or turf-seat, at the end of his cottage. 1832 53 
IVhhtle-binlde i$c. Songs) Ser. m. 73 Last Sunday, in your 
faither’s dais, I saw thy bloomin’ May-morn face. 1872 
E. W. Robertson Hist. Ess. X07 The chamber of Deese, 
the best room in the farmhouse of a certain class. 

4 . transf. (from 2 ) A raised platform or terrace 
of any kind; e.g . in the open air. 

x86x N. A. Woods Prince of Wales in Canada 341 
A noble and lofty flight of steps — those daises of architecture 
which ..add .. to the grand and imposing effect of lofty 
facades. 1884 C. Rogers Sac. Life Scot . L ix. 378 On the 
slopes of ancient daisses or hill terraces. 

5 . [after mod.Fr. — not an Eng. sense.] The 
canopy over a throne or chair of state. 

1863 Thornbuky True as Steel I. 147 The Bishop, .occu- 
pied with bland dignity the chief throne under the dais. 
1866 Village on Cliff i ii. An old dais of Queen Anne’s time 
still hung over his doorway. 

Dais, Sc. pi. of Daw, Doe. 

Dais©, obs. form of Daze. 

Daisied (d£>zid), a. Also 7 dazied. [f. Daisy 
+ -ED -.] Adorned with or abounding in daisies. 
(Chiefly foe lie.) 

x6xx Suaks. Cytnb. iv. ii, 398 Let vs Flnde out the prettiest 
Dazied Plot we can. c xjzo Gay Diane 1. iv, Daisy ’d lawns. 
1883 Content!. Rev. June 862 Beneath the daisied turf. 
Daisle, Daisterre, obs. ff. Dazzle, Day-star. 
Daisy (d<B*zi). Forms: 1 dsesosess, -eas«, 
3-4 dayes-e^e, -eghe, 4 dayesye, -eye, 4-5 
daysye, 4-7 daysie, daisie, (5 pi. dayses), 5-6 
daysy, 6 deysy, dasye, dasey, dayzie, 6-7 dasy, 
7 days-eye, dazy, -ie, {pi. dayzes, Sc. denie, 
deasie), 7-8 daizy, 6- daisy. [OK. dirges cage 
day’s eye, eve of day, in allusion to the appearance 
of the flower, and to its dosing the ray, so as to 
conceal the yellow disk, in the evening, and open- 
ing again in the morning.] 

1 . The common name of Beilis perenms, N.O. 
Compositor, a familiar and favourite flower of the 
British Isles and Europe generally, having small 
fiat flower-heads with yellow disk and white ray 
(often tinged with pink), which close in the evening; 
it grows abundantly on grassy hills, in meadows, 
by roadsides, etc. , and blossoms nearly all the year 
round ; many varieties are cultivated in gardens. 

c 1000 tEleric Glass, in Wr. -Whicker 135/22 Comoldct, 
d:ea;esej;e,. c xooo Sax. Leechd. III. 292 fcearwe, and fif- 
leafe, dm^esege, and synnfulle. a *310 in Wright Lyric P. 
Mix. 43 Dayes-ejes in thio dales, c *384 Chaucer L. G. W. 
Prol. 43 Of al the floures. in the mede, Thanne love I most 
these fioures white and retie, Suche as. men cal'kn daysyes. 
Ibid, 184 Welc by reson men it calk may The dayeseye, or 
ellis the eye of day. c 1450 Crt. of Lam xv, Dejwsinted won- 
derly, With many a thousand daisies, rede tts rose. And 
white also. XS79 Spenser Sheph. Cal. June 6 M'he grassye 
ground with dainty© Daysies dight. 1588 Suaks. L, L. L, 
v. ii. 904 Daisies pied and Violets blew, *625 . Bacon 
Ess. Gardens tArb.) 556 For March, There come Violets,. 
The Yellow Daffadill ; The Dane, xyxo Addison fatter 
No. 218 r 9 Visits to a Spot of Dairies, or a Bank of Violets. 
1803 Leyden Scenes of Inf, 1 . 291 When evening brings the 
merry folding hours. And sun-eyed daisies close their winking 
flowers. 1833 Marryat P, Simple xxxv, She was as fresh 
as a daisy, x86x He lamer FI. Card, 8* There are 
Quilled, Double, and Proliferous or Hen - and - Chicken 
Daisies. 

b. Cf. Daisy-cutter i. 

XS47 W. Irving Life f Lett, (1864) IV, sE My horse* now 
and then cuts daisies with me when I am on his back, 

2 . Applied to other plants with similar flowers 
or growing in similar situations, a. simply. In 
N. America, the Ox eye Daisy, Chrysanthemum 
Leucanthemum ' (see b) ; in Australia, various 

' Composite-* esp. Vitadenia and Brachycmm iberidi- 
folia ; in New Zealand, the genus Lagmoph&m. 

b. With qualifications, as African Daisy, Aihan- 
asm annua ; Blue Daisy, (a) the Sea Starwort ; 
(b) the genus Global aria ; Bull D. * Ox-eye D . ; 
Butter D., locally applied to the Buttercup, and 
to the Ox-eye Daisy; Christmas B,, several 
specks of Aster j esp. A. grandiforus ; Bog B. m 
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Ox-eye D . ; Globe B., the genus Globularia ; 
G-reat B., Horse B., Midsummer B., Moon D. 
= Ox-eye 7J . ; Marsh. B. = Sea D. ; Michaelmas 
B., various cultivated species of Aster which 
blossom about Michaelmas; also applied to the 
wild Aster Tripolium ; Ox-eye Baisy, Chrysan- 
themum Leucanthemum „ a common plant in 
meadows, with flowers resembling those of the 
common daisy but much larger, on tall stiff stalks ; 
Sea Baisy, Thrift, Armcria maritima. (See Treas . 
Bot. , and Britten & Holland Eng. Plant- n.) 

a 1387 Sinon, Barthol. (Anecd. Oxon.i 16 Consolida media* 
grete dayeseghe. 1578 Lyte D adorns 11. xix. 169 There be 
two kindes of Daysies, the great and the .small. Ibid. nr. 
xxxiii. ,64 Some call it blew Camomil or blew Basies. 1794 
Martvn Rousseau's Bot. xxvi. 396 The Ox-eye Daisy, 
a plant common among standing grass in meadows* 1838 
Scrope Deerstalking 388 Even the highest hills., - are, scat- 
tered over with the sea daisy and other plants. x 8 < 5 x . Miss 
Pratt Flower. PI. III. 286 (Sea-Starwort). .Country. people 
call it Blue Daisy. 

8 . A species of sea-anemone (Actinia belli s'). 

1859 Lewi: s Seaside Stud. Index, 
f 4. As a term of admiration. Obs. 
c 1485 Dig by Myst. (1882) m. 5x5 A dere dewchesse, my 
daysyys lee ! a 16*0$ Montgomerie Misc. Poems (1887) 
xxxix. x, Aden, O desk of delyt. 

5. slang \ (chiefly U.S. . A first-rate thing or 
person ; also as adj. First-rate, charming. 

x 757 Foote Author n. Whs. 1799 I,. 148 Oh daisy that’s 
charming. x886 Mrs, Burnett Little Ld .. Fmmtleray 
xv. (1887; 263 ‘She’s the daisies t ga! I ever saw S She’s* — 
well, she’s just a daisy, that’s what she is/ x888 Denver. 
Republican May (Farmer), Beyond compare a pugilistic 
daisy, 1889 Boston, (Mass.) frut. 22 Mar. a/3 In a new 
book upon ‘Americanisms/ some of the less familiar are .. 
daisy, for anything first-rate, 

0. attrib. or as adj. Resembling a daisy. 

«x<k>5 Montgomerie Well of Love 41 Hit deasie colour, 
rid and vhyte. x6xx Barksteu // iren (3876) 83, 1 sweare 
by this, diuine white dairy-hand. 1854-6 Patmore Angelin 
Flo. 1. 11. iv, She Whose daisy eyes lad learned to droop, 

7. Comb., as daisy- bud, -fewer, -head, -lawn, 
-root ; daisy-dappled, -diapered, -dimpled, -painted, 
spangled adj& ; daisy-life adj. ; daisy anemone 
as sense 3 ; daisy-busb, a New Zealand shrub of 
the genus Clearia ; daisy -chain, a chain of daisies 
sewed or fastened together, made by children in 
play ; daisy-leaved a., having leaves like those 
of the daisy. 

1857 Wood Comm. Obj. Sea Share vs. 114 A bad-tempered 
•Daisy Anemone {Actinia, be His ), , which lived in a cave »„ 
and did not approve of jmru.sion. 1841 Lytton Alt. $ Mom. 

I. ix, I never walk out in the fields, nor make * daisy-chains. 
x$g6 Fm-CiEFEREY Sir F. Drake ixB'Si) 8x The "dayttte* 
diap’red baakes. 1845 Hirst Poems 54 Over # daisy»diropled 
meadows, .1887 Sir W. G, Simpson Art of Golf 91 One 
sweeps off * daisy heads with a walking - stick. *796 
Withering Brit . Plants fed. 3) III. 577 ’“Daisie-leaved 
Lady smock. 1796 T. Townshknd Poems 20 The '’‘daisy- 
painted green. 1626 Bacon Syhm | 354 Boy line, of *Dasie- 
Roots in Milk, 28x3 Shelley Q. Mao vm. 82 The *daisy- 
spanglcd lawn, 

Dai'sy, v. rare. [f. prcc. sb.] trams * To covet: 
or adorn with daisies. ■ 

1767 G. S. Carey Mills of Jfybla 8 When fertile, nature 
dasy a ev’ry hill. 183% E, Taylor Remembrance 29 The 
earth we tread shall be daisied o'er. 

Dai* sy-cutter. [///• i cutter, of daisies*; .see 
Daisy s!k 1 b.] 

1. A horse that in trotting lifts its feet only very 
slightly from... the ground. 

X79X * G. Gambado *'Aun. Morsem. xvi. (1E091 129 , 1 luckily 
picked tip a Daisy-cutter, by his throwing me down on the 
smoothest part of the. .grass. 1847 Youatt Morse iv. 87: 
The careless daisy-cutter, however pleasant on. the turf, 
should., he avoided. 1867 Reade Griffith Gaunt (1889I 5 
•Daisy-cutters were few' in those days. ' 

2. Cricket and Base- ball. A ball so bowled or 
batted .as to skim along. the surface of the ground. 

1889 4 Mark 'Twain * 'Yankee at Crt . N. A -rthur flauchn.) 

II. 226 Eve seen him catch a daisy-cutter in bis teeth. 189s 
Farmer Slang Dict. t Daisy-cutter* a. kill'.' which travels 
more than half the * pitch 'along the ground without rising ; 
a:* sneak T 

So Bai*sy-cttttilig , vbl. sb. and ppL a. 

3827 Hone .Everyday ,Bk. II. 461 Nimble daisy-cutting 
nags. ■■ 1837. T. Hook Jmk Brag 1, None of ymr howling*' 

S een, daisy - cutting work for us. *875 * Stonebewcs'* 
rit. Sports 11. 11, i. § 3, 50s The',. low daisy-cutting form 
which. s«its : the smooth turf -of our 1 ' ■ 

Bait, obs, form of Date. 

Dak : see Dawk. ' 

Dakar. Also daiker, dakxr. [a. OF. dacre, 
dakere, med.L. dacron see Dickeu.] Variant of 
Dicker, a set of ten. 

*53* Aberdeen Burgh Ret. aom 248 The dalir of bM&» 
1597 S»:n«'D# Verb. Sign. Serf imth* Te»' hides makes 

ane daiker, and twentie daiker mukis ane last. *753 Mait- 
. Mist. Mdin. sit. 248' For every Baker of Hides landed' 
at leith-f pennies* . x866 Rogers Affidc. 4 -.Prices . 1 , if% 
.The dicker ordaker was, .a' measure 'hides and gloves.' ' 
Daker, var. of X) acker. 

"dial* ■ [Connexion:' has',' been .wg- ■ 
gested with Daiker v,, and with Flcm. daeckeren 
* volitare, motari. mobiiitare, et coruscare ? (Kilian). 
But no such name appears to be applied, to the 
bird in Flanders,] The Corn-crake or Land-rail. 
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155a Elyqt Bihl., Crex, a certaine bird©, whiche semelh 
"by Aristotle to be that whiche in some places is called 
a Daker hen. 1678 Ray Willughby's Omith, 170 The Rail 
or Daker-hen. 1766 Pennant Zoo l (1768 XL 387. 178c) G. 
White Sdbome 1 31853) 347 A man brought me a land-rail or 
daker-hen. 1809 Lonsdale Gloss,, Daker-hen , the corn-crake. 

Dakoit, etc. : see Dacoit, etc. 

II Dal (dal). Anglo-Ind. Forms : 7-9 dol(l, 9 
dhal, dhol(l, dai(l. [Hindi dal split pulse:— 
Skr. data, f. dal to split.] The pulse obtained 
from some leguminous plants, chiefly from the 
Cajan, Cajanus indicus , extensively used as an 
article of food in the East Indies. 

1698 Fryer Ace. R. India ior <Y.) At their coming up 
out of the Water they bestow the largess of Rice or Doll 
(an Indian Bean), 1:727 Hamilton New Acc . E. Ind. I. xiv. 
161 Doll and Rice being mingled together and boyled, make 
Kitcheree, the common Food of the Country. _ 1866 Trens . 
Bot, 189 Cajanus indicus. .In India the pulse is called Dhai 
or Dhol or Urhur, and (is] ranked as third in value among 
the pulses. 1883 F. M. Crawford Mr. Isaacs v. 87 
A mouthful of dal to keep his wretched old body alive. 
Dill : see Dam, Deal, Dole. 

|( Dalai, Dalai-lama ; see Lama. 

Dalder, obs. form of Dollar. 

Dale 1 (deUb Forms: 1-3 dsel, 1-4 dal, 3- 
dale ; also 3 deale, 4 dalle, 5 dull, daile, claylle, 
6 daill. [OE. duel, gen. deles, cl at.- dude, pi. dalu, 
dalo , neuter; Com. Tent. — OS. dal » OFris. del , 
dell , MDu. and Du. dal, all neuter, OHG., MHG. 
tal, masc. and n., Ger. Ikalii LG. dal, ddl, Goth. 
daln., ON. dalr m. (Sw., Da. dal) OTeut. dalo-m, 
dalo-z , of which the root-meaning appears to be 
‘ deep or low place ’ : cf. Goth, dalap down, dalapa 
below. As used in ME. the native word appears 
to have been reinforced from Norse, for it is in 
the north that the word is a living geographical 
name. 

As to the final e in Ormin's ddl", see Sachse Unorgantsche 
E im Qrrm. 22, The form deales pi. in Ancren Kiwi* is 
difficult to explain.) 

1 . A valley. In the northern counties, the usual 
name of a river- valley between its enclosing ranges 
of hills or high land. In geographical names, 
e.g. Clydesdale, Annan dale, Borrowdale, Dovedale, 
it extends from Lanarkshire to Derbyshire, and even 
farther south, but as an appellative it is more or 
less confined to the district from Cumberland to 
Yorkshire. In literary English chiefly poetical, 
an 1 in the phrases kill and dale , dale and down. 

€ 893 K. Alfred Oros. x. iii, pms decks se ddbl se fast flod 
ne grcttc ys gyt to-dueg wmstmberende on aclces cynnes 
blasdum. cxzoo Trim Coll. Horn. 37 Hwile uppen cliues 
and hwile in he dales, cxaoo Ormtn 9203 Nu sket shall illc 
an dale heon all hc^edd upp & filledd. — ibid. 14568, 
& coude & feld, & dale & dun. 0205 Lay. 26034 Heo comen 
..in ane dale deope. a 1225 Ancr, R . 282, f pe deales. .\>n 
makest wellea uorto springen. a 1300 Cursor M. 22532-4 
(Cott.) AI his werld bath dale and dune, .pe dais up-rise, he 
fells dun fall, c 1386 Chaucer Sir Thopas 85 By dak and 
eek by doune. if 1440 Promp, Parv. 112 Dale, or vale, 
vallis. <2x533 Ld. Berners l I non xxi. 60 They., rode by 
hylles and dales. X560-X Bk. Discipl. Ch. Scotl. v. ii. § to 
Galloway, Garrick, Niddisdaill, Annanderdaili, with the rest 
of the Daillis in- the .West. x6xx Bible Gen. xiv. xj The 
valley of Shaveh, which is the Kings dale ( 1885 R. V. vale], 
1727-46 T homson Summer rzjt Where, winded into- pleasing 
/ solitudes. Runs out the rambling dale. x8o S Gazetteer Scot. 
(ed. 2) 343 Linlithgcnmkire . . Its surface is finely diversified 
with hill and' dale. 1820 Wordsw. Scenery of Lakes (1822) 
62 That part .of these Dales which runs up far into the 
■■ mountains. 1847 Tennyson In Mem. Concl, Till over 
down and. over dale All night the shining vapour sail. 2876 
Whitby Gloss. 50 2 Around Whitby all the valleys are 
Maks*,, There- are many', smaller ' dales into which, the 
-'-iarger are. divided. * Deealheead ’ is the upper portion of 
the vale ; ■ * Decal -end * being the lower part. 

b .fig. 

c 1250 Gen. 4 Ex. 19 Dan man hem telkd so$e tale . . Of 
blisses dune, of sorwes dale, a 1340 H am pole Psalter xxiii, 
: 3 Falland do'wn'agayn til pe dale of synn. — Pr. Come. 
1044 Twa worldes ..An es Jus dale, whar.we er wonnand. 
a s 65 x' -.F uller in Spurgeon Treas. Dav. Rs» exxi. x -Viewing 
the deep dale of thy own unwor-thiness, ; 
f 2 . A hole in the ground, a hollow, pit, gulf 
Cf Dell x. Obs. 

. a 800 Corpus Gloss , 274^ Barairum, dad [Leiden dal].., 
mom Caedmon’s Gen. 421 On 5 mt deope dad deofoi sefeallap, 
ettpo Ballad. on Husb. xl 48iTherthay stonde 'a dale Do.. 1 
make, and drenche hem therm. 1489 Caxton Pay Us <f A , 
I. xxv. 78 Dyches or daks or euyll pathes. 

3 . - allrib . and - Comb. f as . dale furze .; dale-end, 
the lower-,, end. of: a dale ; ■ dale-head, ' the ' head of . 
a dale or valley ; dale-land, ‘ the lower and arable 
ground of a district * (Jamieson); dale-lander, 
-man, * an inhabitant of the lower ground ’ (Jam.) ; 
dale-backed a., hollow in the back (as a horse). 

*676 Loud, Gum, ..Now . X07Q4 Lost, , a brown, bay. Nag, . 
a little dale backt. 1807 Vancouver Agrk, Devon (18x3) 
250 The'.', dwarf -or .dale' £ur» blooming in the autumn* 

' iSyfilsee'. sense xj. 

Dal© 51 (d*U). Also Sc. dailft [The northern 
phonetic variant of Dole s— OE. dal part, portion, 
division, allotment, dealing, dole; cf northern kale, 
slam ** standard Eng, whole, stone. Used esp. in 
the following 'senses ; for .others. '-see Dole.] . 

L A portion or share of land ; spec, a share of a 


common field, or portion of an undivided field in- 
dicated by landmarks but not divided off. 

c 1241 Newminster Cartul. (1873) 87, j acram et j rodam 
in campo del West in duas ntikel dales quas Rob. nl. 
Stephani et Sywardus quondam teuuertmt. 2531 Dial, on 
Laws Eng. 1. xxx. (1638/ 53 The grantee suflereth a recovery 
. .by the name of a rent in Dale of a like sum as, etc. *735 
N. Riding Rec. IX. 157 AH the.. closes, inclosures, dales 
and parcels of airable land meadow and pasture ground 
thereto belonging. 2820 Wordsw. Scenery of Lakes ii. ( 182 v) 
43-4 The arable and meadow land of the vales is possessed 
in common fields; the several portions being marked out by 
stones, bushes, or trees ; which portions . . to this day are 
called Dales. *875 Lane. Gloss. , Dale (local], an unseparated 
portion of a field, .often unmarked, or only shown by stakes 
in the hedge and stones at the corners of the dale. ‘A dale 
of about a quarter of an acre on Black Moss belongs to this 
farm.* , 

t 2. Dealing ; having to do with ; business. Sc. 
Obs. 

c 1375 Barbour Troy-bk. 11.2839 Cume and lyiieire besyde 
me now, So |>at I may haf dale with he. *469 Act. A udit. 
9 tjam.) He sail hafe na dale nor entermeting tharwith m 
tyme to cum. 15x3 Douglas /Ends xn. iv, i6t All to 3yng 
wyth sic ane to haue daill (xs 53 dale]. 1535 Stewart Cron . 
Scot. III. 302 That he wald get the best part of the dull. 
1592 Sc. Acts fas. £ 7 11814) 544 The successioun proceding 
of that pretendit mariage or carnall daill. 

Dale (tl^ij. Also 7 daile, 8 , 9 daily (dill). 
[Corresponds in sense 1 to LGer, and Du. daal ; 
also to F. dalle , which is also used for a conduit-tube 
of wood or metal used in various technical pro- 
cesses, Sp., Pg., It. da/a, Sp. also adala. Accord- 
ii g to Littre dalle in Picard is also a kitchen-sink ; 
and Cotgr. has c dalle , a sewer or pit whereinto the 
washings, dish water, and other such ordure of houses 
are conueyed See Littre and Diez.] 

1. A wooden tube or trough for carrying off water, 
as from a ship’s pump; a pump-dale. 

tfiix Cotgr., EscoursouSr, the dak of a (si lips’) pumpe, 
whereby the water is passed out. 1627 Capt. Smith Sea- 
mads Gram, ii. $ The daile is a trough wherein the water 
doth runne ouer the Deckes. x8oo S. Stani>ii>gk in Naval 
Chron. III. 472 They pumping the water into a pump dill. 
ci8$q Rudim. Navig. (Weale) 139 Pump dales, pipes fitted 
to the cisterns, to convey, .water . .through the ship's sides. 

2. An outlet drain in the Feu district. 

*851 jfml. R. Agric. Sec. XII. n. 304 When those fens 
were first embanked and drained, narrow tracts, called 
‘ dales*, or washes, were left open to the river » . Every dis- 
trict, with its frontage of dales, is tolerably well drained. 
Dal©: see Deal. 

Dal© v., northern form of Dole v. 

Daleir, obs. form of Dollar. 

Dalesman (d<?i*lzm$n). [ - dales man from 
Dale b] A native or inhabitant of a dale; esp. 
of the dales of Cumberland, Westmorland, York- 
shire, and adjacent northern counties of England. 

1769 Gray Jrnt. in Lakes Wks. 1884 1 . 257 A little path. . 
passable to the DaleVmen. 18x3 Scorr Rokeby 111. ii, In 
Kedesdale his youth had heard Each art her wily dalesmen 
dared. 1848 Macaulay Hist, Eng* I. 285 Even after the 
accession of George the Third, the path over the fells from 
Borrowdale to Ravenglas was still a secret carefully kept by 
the dalesmen. 

So BaTesfoIk, Salespeople, Baleswomn. 
2863 Mary Howxtt F. RrcmePs Greece I. 224 Our dales* 
folk of Mora. x886 Hall Caine Son tf I I agar 1, ii, There 
is a tough bit of Toryism in the grain of these Northern 
dalesfolk. 2883 F. A, Malles n . Wordsw. Dnddon in 
Gd Words, The dreary wastes of Wry none, which the 
dakspeople call Wrevness. xSga Mrs. H. Ward David 
Grieve I. v. 362 Her saleswoman's self-respect -could put up 
with him no longer. 

Dalf v e, obi. pa. t. of Delve. 

Dalianee, dalie, obs. ff. Dalliance, Dally. 
f Balk \ Obs . [OE, dale, dole, in ON. ddlkr.} 
A pin, brooch, clasp, buckle. 

c 1000 /Elpric Josh, vii. ax Ic jte?eah stunne gildenne dale 
on fiftijum entsum. c xooo Mimic Vac, in Wr.-Wulcker 153 
Fibula, preon, uel oferfeng, uel dale, a x too A ngl&Sax. 
Foe, ibid. 313/22 Spintker, dole, obfie preon. 1483 Cath. 
Angl. 89 A Dalke (or a tache), ftrtnamlum, firma orinm, 
men lie. 1488 Will in Ripen Ch. Acts 286 Unum portiferium 
cum a daik cum ymagine B. Marias, 
t Dalk“, deli. Obs. exc. dial [?dim. of 
Dale, Dell: cf. E.Fris.^7^ small hollow, dimple, 
dim. of dole excavation, hollow; see Kluge 
Nominah Stammbild. 29 .] A hole, hollow, de- 
pression, 

UX325 Gloss. W, de Biblesw in Wright Foe. *46 Am cool 
troveret lafosset, a dalk in the nekke. 1340 H amtole Pr, 
Come. 6447 For als a daik es even Imydward fk yholke of 
be egge, when it es hard, Ryght swa es belle pitte. .Ymyddes 
jpe erthe, c 1420 Ballad, on Husk iv.607 Or brason sempes 
oute of everie dalke Hem scrape. <7x440 Promp, Parv, 1 m 
Dalke, vallis, x <588 R. Holme Armoury n, 85 *1 The daulk 
■; •»» .the Crown* top, or head of an apple, where the blossom 
■is. axSx$ Fo«by Foe. A. Anglia, Delk, a small cavity,, in 
the soil, in the flesh of the body, or in any surface which 
ought to be quite level. 

Balk, in mining : see Dapk. 

Dali, obs. Sc, spelling of Daw v. 

Ballastyp© (dsedastsip). [f. proper name 
Dallas + Type.] (See quot) 

■ D. ■ C. Dallas Circular, l have . . perfected the method 

known as DaHastypo— a process of Photographic Engraving 
by which can be produced as Blocks for Surface Printing . . 
copies of Wood-cuts* Type or MS. Matter. 1884 Academy 
9 Feb. 94 The photographic process known as Dallasiype, 


f Dalle 1 . Obs. rare— 1 , [app. an infantile word. 
Cf. D addle. ] The hand. 

c 1460 Towneley Myst. (Surtees) xi3 Haylle ! put furthe 
thy dalle, I bryng the bot a balk. 

Ji Dalle 2 (dal). [Fr., in both senses. ^ 

1 1 is probable that the two senses are really distinct words ; 
In sense 2, the If. word is the same as Dale - ; in sense t 
Hatzfeld suggests connexion with Ger. diele, hoard, Deal.'J 

1 . A flat slab of stone, marble, or terra cotta, used 
for flooring; spec, an . ornamental or coloured slab 
for pavements in churches, etc. 

X855 Rcclesiohgist XVI. 200 The choir* the chapels., were 
paved with these dalles. 

2 . pi. The name given (originally by French 
employes of the Hudson’s Bay Company) in the 
Western U.S. to rapids where the rivers are com- 
pressed into long narrow trough-like channels. 

1884 Harpers Mag, Feb, 364/1 The Columbia River is 
there . . compressed into * dalles *, -or long, narrow, and broken 
troughs. *890 M. Townsend U. S, 1 37 The Dalles -of. the 
Columbia, Oregon ; the Dalles of the Wisconsin, Minnesota, 
Hence railage j Fr.], flooring with dalles, 

1856 Ecclesiologist XVII. 57 In the daliage the treatment: 
is archaic. 

Bailor, obs, form of Dollar. 

Dalliance (dteflians). Forms: 4-6 dmtjmmm, 
daliaunee, 4-7 dalianee, (5 -suns, -anate), 5 6 
dalyance, 6 dally-, dalliaunce, 6- dalliance. 
[f» Dally v. + -anck: prob. formed in OFr, or 
Anglo Fr., though not yet recorded.] 
fl. Talk, confabulation, converse, chat ; usually 
of a light or familiar kind,, but also used of serious 
conversation or discussion. Obs. 

c 1340 Gaw. 4 Or. Nut. jom Ibirj her dere clalyaunos of 
her dernc wordez. 4x440 Promp, Part), tint DaSya'unc-e*. 
confaimlacio, collocmio , colloquium. 1447 Rokkmmam 
Seyntys (Roxba x6a Marthe fyrst met hynilChriit] .. Arid 
hadde wyth hyra a long dalyaunce. X496 Diva 4 Pmup * 
{ W. de W, 1 vi. x v, 259/ x Redyuge & dalyaunce of holy wry * 
& of holy men ties Jyues. 

2 . Sport, play ( with a companion or companions) ; 
esp. amorous toying or caressing, flirtation ; often, 
in bad sense, wanton toying. 

<7x3815 Chaucer L. G. W. Frol. 333 (Camhr. MS) For to 
him with 30U sum datyeuace* c xv8b — Doctor* s 7 \ 66 At 
Tentes, reticles, anti at dauuceft, That ben -occaidoune of 
daltaunces* <7x400 M Aim t«v,(Roxb. xxvi. *34 |»ai ft;:ha!I. . 
etc and drinke and hafe dalyaunce with wyinmen. 0 x$5$ 
Uoaix Royster IX w. vi. tArh.) 70 Dyd not I for the nonce 
..Read Ins letter in a wrong sow for dalianee? them 
Stuns. limn, 1, iii, 50 Whilst like a puft and reckl-i-we 
Libertine liimsetfe the Primrose path of dalimn« tread*. 
*725 For* Odyss. viii. 348 'fhc lewd dalliance of the queen 
of love. 174a Fielding % Andrews 111, vi, He*, taking her 
by the hand, began 11 dalliance. xSato Scott mmmt. tx iv, 
Julian . . went on with his dalliance with hi* feathered 
favourite. 1860 M oriKt Nether/, ( »868» I, vi, 346 The Earfa 
courtship of Elixabeth was anything, . hut a gentle dalliance. 
8 . Idle or frivolous action, trifling ; playing or 
trifling with a matter. 

*548 Bacon Solace of Send Catechism (1844) 57* In health 
and prosperity Satan's assaults seem to lie but trifle* and 
thing* of dalliance. xg6t T. Norton CahitPs imi • tit, xii, 
§ t when they come into the sight of God, inch dalliances 
m«*t auoide, bicause there is .. »o trifling strife about* 
wordes. *6*7 F. E. Hist. Edw. II (x68o) 16 Divine Justice, 
who admits no dalliance with Oaths, *641, Lott, in Sir j. 
Temple Irish Rebelt, ti* 47 Now there » no da.Uianot with 
them; who. .declare themselves again** the- State. xf*4 
Woanaw. Excursion 1. Wks. (18881423/3 Men whose hearts 
Could. hold vain dalliance with the misery Even of the dead, 
*843 Prescott Mexico (1850) I. 63 He 'continued to live la 
idle dalliance. 

t 4 . Waste of time In trifling, idle delay. Obs. 
The first quot. prob. does not- belong here; see Delay- 

A MCE. 

(<7x340 Cursor M, 26x34- {Fairfd, -& for*|ntilc lit* lan^e 
daliaunce {Cott, clelaiance] Fat he for»ci mwen has bit 
penance.] *547^64 Bauldwin Mor. PhUm. (Palfr.)- v. vi, 
Death deadly woundeth without dread or dalianee, x»o 
Smaks. Com, Err, tv. i, 59 My .b-usinewe -cannot btooke this 
dalliance. 

Dallier (dse-lbr). Also 6 dalier. [f. Dally 
v. + -Kit hi One who dailies: see the verb, 

'*563.-87 roxa A. * M, (15961 *553/3 To b«,m> dallier* in 
Gods matters, but to lie. .earnest, ' a *5® Asomm Scholem* 
sr. sArb, 1 85 Tm greatest makers of tone, the dayiio daliers. 
*86x CJsn. , 1 *. TkomhiuN in Bradford A dverther 19 Oct, 6/x, 
* I will go' so far*, ays- the dallier with evil ; ■ and' everybody 

knows where the dallier comes to. 

Dallop, var, of Dollop. 

Dally (da: li Forms : 4*6 dayly-fo, 

(5 dally n\ 6 dali©, daily©, 0-7 daliie, 6- dally, 
[a. OF, dalier to converse, chat, pass one’s time in 
light social converse, etc.; common in AngioFr. ; 
see Glossary to Dozen (ed. P. Meyer)* Godef. hat 
an Instance of dallier trans, to * chaff*,] 
f L intr. To talk or converse lightly or Idly; to 
chat, Obs. 

" e *300 A”. Alls, 699 x D'pe-rs daly®, relionu craken. e X3441 
Gaw, «§* Gr. JRml X114 Pay drcwxkan & dayly«d-ta r '& daltea 
vnty|iel Ibid. *253 To duly with drnly your daynm 
womm * ; <? ,344a Promp, Pam.tm Balyynw 
cmfabuh r, colteq mr, ; \ 

% To act or speak sportively* make sport, amuse 
oneself ; to toy^ sport, play with, esp, in the way 
of amorous caresses ; to flirt, wanton. 

CX440 Promp*, Pant. *» Dallyn, or hallesyis, m mptotior, 
*573 G. ' Harv iv Lelter 4 k CCaiadea) *05 Did you novae m 


DALLYING-. 

a fiye in y« nighte Dally so longe with y" candle 1 Ighte. 1594 
Shaks. Rick. ///, !. iii. 265 Our Ayerie buildeth in the Cedars 
top. And dallies with the winde, 1621-51 Burton Anat. Mel. 
ji. ii. iv. 274 Little else, .but to dally with their cats. xC8 5 
It exit. Ball. VIL 473, I have a Chamber here of my own, 
Where we may kiss and dally alone. 1843 Tennyson Day 
Dream , Revival iv, The chancellor, dallied with his golden 
chain. 1O83 R. Noel in Academy No. 577. 365/3 Leaping 
lambs and lovers dallying. 

b. To play with a thing or subject which one 
does not intend to take seriously ; to coquet, flirt, 
esp. with temptation and the like. 

1548 Udai.Lj etc. Erasm. Par. Pref, 18 The auncient doc- 
toures . . doe in expounyng the allegories, seme oft tymes to 
playe and dalie with it. 1637 Milton Lycidas 153 For, so 
to interpose a little ease Let our frail thoughts dally with 
false surmise, _ 164a Rogers Naatnan 167 Dally not with 
her, as Eve with the serpent. 1774 Fletcher Fid . 4 * Gen. 
Creed viii. Wks. 1795 III. 343 When we dally with tempta- 
tion. 1780 Cow per Tabled. 544 To dally much with subjects 
mean and low. 1855 Prescott Philip II, I. n. xiii. ago Men 
..who,, had been led to dally with the revolution in its 
infancy, .now turned coldly away. 

3 . To trifle with a person or thing under the 
guise of serious action ; to play with mockingly. 

1548 Hall Ckron . 225 But the Duke of Burgoyne dalied 
and dksimuled with all parties, gevyng them faire wordes. 
r 579 'Tom son Calvin's Serin. Tim . 440/1 We See a great 
number yt wold dallie thus with God. 1600 Holland Livy 
il xxiii.59 a, 'Then thou ht the people, they were mocked 
and dallied withall f eludi). 1614 Bp. Hall Recoil. Treat. 
697 If wee feared the Lord, durst wee dally with his name? 
1706 Addison Rosamond m. iii, Why will you dally with my 
pain? _ 172a De Foe Reltg. Courtsk, 1. i. • 18,101 17 Why do 
you trifle and dally so long with a thing of such conse- 
quence ?. 

f b. Irans. To dally out : to trifle with, elude. 
1548 Hall Citron. 146 The matter was wynked at, and 
dalyed out, 2563 87 Foxe A.fy M. (1684) I. 173/1 He would 
suffer no man. to dally out [eludere] his laws without con- 
dign punishment. x6xx Speed Hist. Gt. Brit. ix. xvii. 112 
But Lewis, dallied out Edward with shewesof firme faith, 
till hee had effected the thing hee went about. 1618 Bolton 
Floras n ii, Skill to shift aside Oares, and to dally out the 
strokes of beake-heads, by yare and ready turning. 

4 . hitr. To spend time idly or frivolously ; to 
linger, loiter ; to delay. 

*538 Bale Thre Lawes 241 Ye are disposed to dal lye. 
1594 Willobie A visa 1 1605' 28 The poesie. .bids you doe, 
but dallie not. Doe so, sweete heart, and doe not stray, 
For dangers grow from fond delay. 1600 Heywood i Edw. 
IV, Wks. 1874 I. 32 We dallied not, but made all haste we 
could. 1647 R. Stapylton Juvenal xvi. 285 If, being my 
debtour, he . . stand Dallying to pay me. 1822 W. Irving 
Braced. II alii. 6 Lest when be find me dallying along, .he 
may hurry ahead., i860 Maury Phys. Geog. Sea xv. §651 
One vessel . .dallying in the Doldrums for days. 

+ 5 . tram. To put off or defer by trifling. In 
earlier use to dally off ; cf. dally out in 3 b. Obs. 

1574 Whit-gift Def.Answ. i. Wks, (1851) I. 165 This is but 
a shift to dally off a matter which you cannot answer. 1589 
Greene Me nap ho n \ Arb. > 50 Fates and Fortune dallying 
a dolefull Catastrophe. 16x1 Speed Hist. Gt. Brit. ix. xxu 
to The Councell of Flanders . . dallied him off with many 
Excuses. 1616 Mar drive's Faust. Wks. (Rtldg.) 126/1 But 
wherefore do I dally my revenge? 1633 T. Adams Exp. 

2 Peter ii. 2 Neither dally this execution. xBzt Clare 
Fill. Minstr. I. 34 Some long, long dallied promise to 
fulfil. 

+ 6. To play or toy with. ; to influence or move 
by dalliance. Obs. 

1597 Daniel Civ. Wars n. xix, Pleas’d with vain shewes, 
and dallied with delyt. 1627-77 Feltham Resolves 1. xxv, 
44 Like a cunning Courtizan, that dallies the Ruffian to 
undo himself. 1677 Gilpin Dmnmtol. {1867) 70 Mark 
Antony by this means became a slave to Cleopatra, .and so 
dallied himself into his ruin. 

7 . To dally away : to consume or spend (time) 
in dalliance or by dallying. 

1685 Roxfi. Ball . VII, 473 Now when the night was dalli’d 
away. .She ’rose and left me snoring in bed. c 1765 Flloyd 
Tartarian T- 1.17851 90/t They had dallied away a part of 
the night. 1828 Scott F. M. Perth viii, . He asked them 
what they meant by dallying away precious time. 

Dallying (dasTijiq), vbl. sb. [-ingL] The 
action of the verb Dally, q.v. : toying, trifling, 
etc. ; dalliance. 

c 1440 Promp. Parv. txs Ballynge, orhalsynge, ampUxus . 
2545 Brink low Contpl 53 Cardys, dalyeng with women, 
darning, and such like, <.*1680 Beveridge Serm. H729) I, 
470 There is no dallying with Omnipotence. # 1828 Scott 
, F. M. Perth xxxiii. Speak out at once. . I am in no humour 
for dallying. s *889 Atkittmtm *4 Dec. 816/3 The pleasant 
enough dallying and ‘daffing.’ of her young people. 
DaTLyingf, ppl a, [-ing T hat dallies; 
toying, trifling, etc. : see the verb. 

*548 Hall Carom 234 b, A Cfaaplayne mete Tor such 
a dalyeng pastyme, tgio Bakst A tv. F 662 A flatterer or 
dallying decehrer, adulator. 165a Crashaw Delights 0/ 
Mimes Poems 89 A warbling doubt Of dallying sweetness. 
Hence Baliyiaxgty mv. 

1550 Bale Image both Ck, 11, (R.\ Wher as he doth but 
dalhengly perswade, they may enforce and compel. 1563- 
87 Foxe A.- A Af, (1596) 1459 :, ‘x What an arrogant,. boy 
*.s' this (John Bradford 1 , that 'thus stoutly and dallyinglie 
heh&uetn himselfe ' before the Queen.es Counsel! ? *637 

'Bastwick Litany r. 3. . 

Dalmatian. dairn^-Jan 1 ), a . and sb. Of Dal- 
matia, the Austrian province on the eastern coast 
of the Adriatic; whence Dalmatian dog, the 
spotted coach-dog. sometimes called * smaller 
Danish dog \ Hence jr&, A native of Dalmatia; 
a Dalmatian -dog. 
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2824 Bewick Quadrupeds (ed. 8) 339 The Dalmatian, or 
Coach Dog. .has been erroneously called the Danish Dog. . 
It is frequently kept in genteel houses, as an elegant atten- 
dant on a carriage* 1893 H. Dalziel Diseases of Dogs (p d. 3) 
58 Dogs that travel much on hard dry roads, as Dalmatians 
often do. 

Dalmatic (dselirse'lik), a and sb. [The sb. 
occurs earliest, being a. F. dal matt que (15th c. in 
Littre), ad. L. dalmatic a, subst. use (sc. vestis) of 
Dabmticus adj. of Dalmatia. (Thence L. dalma - 
iiedtus attired in a dalmatic.) The adj. is of later 
adaptation from L.] 

A. adj. Belonging to Dalmatia, Dalmatian. 
Dalmatic robe: a dalmatic, or a garment resem- 
bling it ; so dalmatic vestment . 

2604 E. G. D’ A costa’s Hist. Indies v. xx. 384 Their 
habite and robe was a red curtin after the Dalmatike 
fashion, _ with tasselles belovve . .They were attired in a 
Dalmatike robe of white wroght with blacke, 2634 Sir 
T. Herbert Treat. (1638) 38 Their habit, a lung coat or vest 
of white quilted Cnllico of the Dalmatick sort. 2722 Loud. 
Gas. No. 6080/3 The King's Regal Mantle, and Dalmatick 
Vestment. 1804 Ann. Rev. II. 83 '2 The deacon, standing, 
in the dalmatic vestment, bears the chalice. 1838 Rubric 
Coran. Q. Viet . in Maskell Mon. Rit. (1847)111. 114 Then 
..the Imperial Mantle, or Dalmatic Robe, of Cloth of Gold, 
lined or furred with Ermins, is . . delivered to the Dean of 
Westminster, and by him put upon the Queen, standing. 

B. sb. An cedes* astical vestment, with a slit on 
each side of the skirt, and wide sleeves, and marked 
with two stripes, worn in the Western Church by 
deacons and bishops on certain occasions, b. A 
similar robe worn by kings and emperors at 
coronation and other solemnities. 

Cf. Isidore Ortg. xix. xxii. 9 Dalmatica vestis primum in 
Dalmatia provincia Graecke texta est, tunica sacerdotalis 
Candida cum clavis ex purpura. 

c 1425 Wyntoun Cron. ix. vi. 153 Wyth a prestis vestment 
hale Wyth twynykil and Dalmatyk. 1483 Caxton Gold. 
Leg. 350/1 The byere was couerd with a clothe named 
dalmatyke. 1782 Priestley Corrupt. Chr. II. vm. 118 
Mention is mace of Dalmatics for the deacons, 1844 Lin- 
card Anglo-Sax. Ch. (1858} II. ix. 69 The usual episcopal 
vestments, the amice. . tunic and dalmatic. 2855 Browning 
Misconceptions ii, The true bosom . . Meet for love’s regal 
dalmatic. 

t Dalma*tical, a. Obs. ~Dalmatio a. 

1599 Thynnk Anhttadv. (1L65) 35 The kinges dalmatieall 
garmente. .was crymsone. 

Dalt (d§lt). Sc. Also dault. [ad. Gael, dalta 
in same sense ] A foster-child. 

2775 Johnson Western Isl. Wks, X. 485 When he dis- 
misses his dalt, for that is the name for a fostered child, 
1828 Scott F. M, Perth xxix , It is false of thy father’s 
child, .falsest of my dault 1 
Dalt(e, obs. pa. t. and pple. of Deal v. 
Daltonian (d§ltJ«*nian), a. and sb. [f. the 
name of John Daiton, a famous English chemist 
(1766-1844), who was affected with colour-blind- 
ness : see Daltonism.] 

A. adj. Relating to John Dalton, or the atomic 
theory first enunciated by him. 

2850 Daubeny Atom. Th. iii. (ed. a) xoS The Daltonian 
method of notation may still be of use, just as pictorial 
representation often comes in aid of verbal description. 

B. sb. A person affected with colour-blindness. 
[First used in Fr., daltonien . ] 

[1827 P. Prevost in Bihl. Univ. Sciences et A rts XXXV. 
321 De ceux qui j’ai coutume d’appeler daltoniens. ] 284s 

E, Wartmann in Rep. Brit. Assoc , 11. 40 There are two 
classes of Daltonians. 1881 Times to Jan. 4/2 Daltonians 
of the same nature [not perceiving red]. 

Daltonism (dg Iteni zm). [ad. F. daltonisms, 
f. as prec. 

Introduced by Prof. Pierre Prevost of Geneva, but objected 
to by English authors on the ground that It associated 
a great name with a physical defect. See Wartmann’s 
papers cm * Dakonisme* in Mem. Soc. Phys. de Genfote 
(1843) X. 273; and (2849) XII. 183) 

A name for colour-blindness; esp. inability to 
distinguish between red and green. 

2841 E. Wartmann in Rep. Brit . Assoc, n. 40 An incom- 
plete vision ol colours which has been called Daltonism. 
2855 J . Dixon Praci. Study Vis. Eye 261 Of all the un- 
fortunate inventions of pathological nomenclature the word 
Daltonism, .seems to me the worst. 1882 Nature 23 Mar* 
403 This case of temporary daltonism for red is attributed to 
the fatigue of the retina for red. 

Hence Baltonlst » Daltonian sb. 

2879 H. T. Finck in Macm . Mag. XLI. 128/2 The 
authorities last mentioned class those only among the 
Daltonists who show , , that they cannot .physically dis- 
tinguish between certain colours, 

Dalve, obs. pa. t. of Delve. 
t DaTy, s &. Obs. Also dayly ; pi. dalles, dalys, 
daleys. [Derivation unknown.] A die, or a 
knuckle*bone used as a die ; also a cubical piece 
of anything, a cube. 

<£•1440 Promp. Parv. xx a Dayly, or pley (K. P. daly), 
tessura, C. F . aim, decius, K. \ 2529 Horman Vnig. xxxit, 
280 Men play with ill dice: and children with iiij dalles 
[mtragaiis vet tails). Cutte this flesh into daleys ltessetias% 
Daly ,dF‘ li), a. rare. ? Obs. [f. Dale sb . 1 + -Y.j 
Abounding in dales ; of the nature of a dale, 

2.523 Fitzherb. Surv. iii. 3 ' Groundes ' that is both®' hyfly 
and ' dalye. 2606 J, Raynolds Dotameys Prim. ti88o) 61 
The duly 'grounds in garments greene were clad. 

Baly.e, Dalyanc©, obs. ff* Dally, Dalli^ 
arcs. 


DAM. 

Dam (dnsm), sb. 1 Forms : 4- dam, 4-7 damme, 
5-6 dame, (6 dampne, 7 damn(e, damp, damb), 
7-8 damm. [Common Teut. = OFris. dam, dom, 
MDu. dam(m ), MLG. and Du. dam , MHG. tarn, 
mod.G. datum (from LG.\ Norse dammr (14- 
1 5th c.), Sw., Da. dam. The earlier exhtence of 
the word is proved by the derivative vbs,. Goth. 
faurdammjan to stop up, OE. d%mman, OFris. d%m- 
men , MHG. temmen , Ger. diimmen : see Dem v.] 

1 . A bank or barrier of earth, masonry, etc., con- 
structed across a stream to obstruct its flow and 
raise its level, so as to make it available for turning 
a mill-wheel or for other purposes ; a similar work 
constructed to confine water so as Lo form a pond 
or reservoir, or to protect land from being flooded. 

c 1440 Promp. Parv. 113 Dame, or bye bankys (K. dam or 
heybanek), agger, 1530 Palsgr. 222/1 Damme of a myll, 
escluse. 1626 T. H[awkins] Caussin's Holy Crt. 525 As a 
Torrent, which after it hath a long tyme been restrayned, 
breaketh the forced dammes, and . . drowneth the fields. 
0x630 R is don Surv. Devon (1714) IL 152 Whose House 
was called Hemeanton, now Weare, by Reason of certain 
Damps, which we call Weares. 2630 H. Brooke Consent. 
Health 93 Banks and Dambs. 1632 Tennyson Miller's D. 
99 1'he sleepy pool above the dam, The pool beneath it 
never still. 1841 Elphjnstonr Hist. 2nd. II. 71, 50 dams 
across rivers, to promote irrigation. 

b. The barrier constructed in a stream by beavers. 
2748 F. Smith Voy. Disc. N.-W. Pass. 130 The Plenty of 

Water was owing to its being kept up by Dams, the work 
of the Beavers; which, .had also built a House on the side 
of this Creek. 2834 M Murtrie Cuvier s Anim. Kingd. 
89 Beavers . . keep the water at an equal height, by dams 
composed of branches of trees, mixed with clay and stones, 
2875 Whitney Life Lang, xiv 290 Building a particular 
style of shelter, as the beaver Its dam. 

c, A causeway through fens. 

1809 Crabbb 'Tales, Lover's Journey, When next appear’d 
a dam, — so call the place, —Where lies a road confined in 
narrow space, .on either side Is level fen. 

160a Marston Antonids Rat. v. til. The States of .Venice 
Like high-swoln floods drive down the muddie dammes of 
pent allegeance. _ 2642 Rogers Naam&n 528 To keep up 
the damme of their owne consciences from breaking in upon, 
them, ax 71* Ken Hymnotheo Poet. Wks. 1721 III. 138 
Thou down the sensual Dam dost throw, Which made me 
stagnate here below. 

2 . The body of water confined by a dam or 
embankment. (Now local, Yorkshire, etc.) 

cx 325 E. E. A Hit. P. C. 31- j?y stryuande stremez..In on 
dasenande dam, dryuez me oner, a 2340 H ampuls Psalter 
509 dam of waters [gurges aquarum } 1392 Selby Car - 

tulary (Yorks. Archacol, Soc.) I. 4 Indentura de Stagno 
vocal o le Damme (Selby Dam]. 24.. Norn, in Wr.- 
W flicker 736/29 Hoc stangnum, a dame, c 2530 Remedy of 
Love xxxv, Wer. .All water ynke in damme or in flood. 
1621-51 Burton Anat. Mel. in iv. 1. i 642 As a damme of 
water stopt in one place breaks out into another, c 1869 
Gatty Hunter's Hal lam shire ix. 186 note, Several of the 
smaller dams at Crock’s Moor [Sheffield] were filled up in 
1839.. The large dams are still made use of by the company. 
x888 Sheffield Glass., Dam , a piece of water impounded by 
damming up a stream. 1892 Lkntznkr A tistralian Word- 
bk. 19 Dam (up-country), a pond for watering cattle .. made 
by throwing up a bank across a hollow or little gully. 

b. In south of Scotland, the stream of watt r from 
a weir or pond, which drives a mill; a mill-race ; 
tail-dam, a tail-race. (The dam in sense. 1 Is 
a * cauld \) 

3 . A flat land from which water is drained off and 
excluded, local 

2629 S’hertogenlmh 13 It lyeth as It were in" a Myre, 
hauing on the one side a small moore or damp. 1800 in 
G. C. Davies Norfolk Broads xv (1884) 107 Tame and 
meadowed flats, here called dams, between. Yarmouth and 
Norwich, producing turf, peat, furze, flag and sedge. ■ 

4 . a. Mining. A partition of. boards, masonry, 
etc. in 'a mine to. keep out water, fire, or gas. ■ b. 
Smelting. (Seequot. 1881.) G, Floating dam: f (a) 
« Camel % ; ■ (b) * a caisson used, instead of gates 
for a dry-dock * (Smyth Sailor's Word bk ). 

1706 Land. Gas, No, 4262/3 A Machine, Jermed a Float* 
ing-Damm, whereby he is capable of carrying Barges, .over 
, , Shallows, 1881 ■ K aymoni) Mining Gloss., Dam . ' . the wall 
of refractory material, forming the front of ;the ' fore-hearth 
of a blast furnace. It .is built on the. inside of a supporting 
iron plate (dam-plate)., / 

6. Comb., as dam-like adj. ; 'dam-head .(Sr.), 
a weir or cauld. on a', river -Cor diverting the water 
Into a mill-race pdath-plate, ,dana-ston# : yseequot* 
and sense 4 b) ; t dam-shed {Sc.\ ‘a portion of 
land . bordering -on a data 9 ( J am. ). ' See alao CoFl’iB- 
dam, Mill-dam. ' ■ 

1540 Sc. Acts ■ Jets* V <181:4) 37 The dene ^ of Logy,,.. dame' 
and damsched'fliarof, 'and thair pertinentis. *760 Warr 
in Phil Trans. LI I. a .'Locks and dam-headami^ht be rake*! 

. . by the help of furze. : *776 Adam Smith W. N. 1 1869) 
II, 86 .As .much water must run over the darnrheadas .if 
there was no dam' at all. .,1820 Scott M&mast. v, A '.strong 
wear or damhead, running'' across 'the river. . .*881 Raymond 
Muting Glass., Dam-plate, the plate upon the dam-stone or 
front. stone of the bottom of a blast furnace, 

Dam (deem), sb 2 Forms : 3- dam, 4-7 damme, 
6 damb©, ' [A variant of Damb, i l >o 

.written, from T : 4th :c.. damme, retaining'' the. short 
sound of F. a ; originally used in'' all ■ the-sensesj'' 
but from about the 16th c. differentiated.] 
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+ 1 . -Dame. Obs. 

2207 R. Glouc (Rolls') 1x732 Dam Maud |e Mortimer. 
« xooo Cursor M. \ 23x2 (Cott.) Melche, loth, and dam sarra. 
X340 Hami'ole Pr. Cause. 1273 Dam fortone. .turnes about 
ay hir whele. 6’ 1382 VVycuf Pref Epist. vi. 67/1 l he olde 
chaterynge damme. c 1430 Hymns Virg, 3 tMatz.) pou 
deiutiest damme. 

2 . A female parent (of animals, now usually of 
quadrupeds'!. Correlative to sire. 

1320 [see Dame 8 b]. 1486 lik . St.Albcins E Iv a, A fawne 

sowkyng on his dam. 1523 Fitziiekb. Hush. § 68 Arsandy 
colte . . neyther lyke syre nor damme. 1607 Tofsei x I our-/. 
Beasts I1673) 363 The duckling, the first day [can] swim m 
the water with his dam. 1665 Hooke Microgr. 216, I have 
observed the young ones of some Spiders have almost kept 
the same proportion to their Dam. 1697 Dkydrn V irg. 
Eelog. 1. 32 So Kids and Whelps their Sires and Dams 
express. 1774 Goldsm. Nat. Hist. (17761 III. 25 Calves., 
taken from the dam in a savage state. 1834 Mudie Brit . 
Birds (1841 > 1 . 30: And when the dam [robin] leaves her 
eggs. 1870 Bkyant Iliad I. v. 162 Two young lions, 
nourished by their dam. _ 

ffo. Phr. The devil and his dam ; the devils 
dam , applied opprobriously to a woman. Obs. 

1393 Lang 1.. P. PL C. xxi. 284 Rys vp ragamoffyn arid 
reche me alle pe barres, That belial py bel-syre boot with 
hy damme. 1538 Balk Thre Lawcs 1070 The deujll or 
hys dam. 1588 Shaks. Com. Err. iv, iii. 51 Ant. It is 
the diuell. S. Pro. Nay, she is worse, she is the diuels 
dam. *707 J. STKVENS.tr. Quevedo's Com. Wksdryocp 350 
Such .. Sayings are a Discredit to your self. As for In- 
stance. .the Devil and his Dam. 1783 Ainsworth Lat. 
Piet, ii, Trivenefica , a great witch, a devil’s dam. 

3. = Mother (human) : usually in contempt 

a 1547 Surrey Aeneidiv. 477 Me Goddesse was thy dam 
\nec tiin Diva parens]. 1606 Choice, Chance, etc. ( i88ri 66 
His Dad a Tinker, and his Dam a Tit. 2622 Shaks . \VinU 
T, 11. iii. 94 This Brat is none of mine. . Hence with it, and 
together with the Dam, Commit them to the fire. xSot 
Wolcott (P. Pindar) Tears «$• Sm. Wks. 1812 V. 55 And said, 
that George allowed his dam But thirty pounds a year. 

4 . jig. 

c 1540 Pilgr. T. in Thynne Animodv. App. i. 8 > As we 
be taught of the church* our dam. 1594 Bakxkiei.d Aff. 
Sheph. 11. liv. Ignorance, the Dainme of Err our. x6zx-5i 
Burton Anat. Mel. in. iv. 1. ii. 648 That high Priest of 
Rome, the dam of that monstrous and superstitious breed. 
1892 R. Kipling Bar rack- r. Ballads (ed. 2) 80 What dam 
of lances brought thee forth to jest, .with Death t 

5 . Comb . 

1605 Sylvester Du Bart as it. iii. iv. Captains 1237 Dam- 
Murdering Vipers, Monsters in-humane, t&zz Bovs Whs, 
936 As the careful! Dam-bird [loves] her unfeathered brood. 

Bam, sb.* Chiefly Sc, Forms : 6 damme, 7 
dame, 9 dam. [a. F. dame lady (Dam-, Dame), 
the name of each piece in the jcu de dames or 
draughts, esp. of the crowned pieces which can 
move forwards or backwards ; in Ger. dame (damen- 


spiel \ damspiel draughts), Du. dam (« damspd 
draughts) : cf. Dambeod.] 

Each of the pieces in the game of draughts or 
checkers (obs.) ; pi' the game itself. 

App. in early times a piece, pawn, or ‘ man * In various 
games. -Dame is given by Cotgrave 2611 as * also, a man at 
Tables or Draughts and dames is the name of Draughts 
in Rabelais; Elorio 1598 has I tab * dame , men to play at 
tables or chesse with ■ 

1580 Holi.ybano Treas. Fr. Tang, Le jcu des Mtrelies , 
the playe ©rdammef. ■ [Cotgr. *1.2 Jen des mcrelks, the 
'boyish, game called Merills, or fme-peimie Morris ; played 
here most commonly ’ with stones, but in France with 
pawnes, or men made of purpose, and teamed Mereltes/j 
1653 U RQOHART Rabelais 94 (jam,) There, he played at the 
Dames or draughts, . *814 Saxon Gael l. 94 (Jam.) After 
playing twa or three games at the dams. x8a8 Webster, 
Pam , , 3- a crowned man in the game of draughts. *870 
Ramsay Remin. vi. ied* iB) 246 Dams were the pieces with 
which the .game of draughts was played, 
f Bam, sbA y damp. Obs. Also 6 dame. [a. 
OF, dam (also, dan, damp, dant, in nom, dans, 
dam) :—L. dominus lord, used in OF. .as a feudal 
title (ranking between comic and baron), bat com- 
monly prefixed to. the name .of. a person by way of 
honour.] .Lord; as a prefix = Sir, Master. CL 
Dak, 

■ c 1300 Havdoh 2468 He knew, he swike dam, Etierildet 
■god ■ was 'him gram. crgfc. Lay Falks Mast Bk. (M'S, B.» 
18 Dam Jeremy \p.rr. Dane leremi, Saynte Ierorne] was 
his name. .*s°$ 'Bury Wills (Camden) xo& Dame 'John 
Barkyng, pytauncer cf the monastery in .Bury,' 

■ c *386; Chaucer " Muds -pr, ■ Pnd, 26 (Hari) Wherfor ■ sir' 
■monk,"." : daiap' Pieres by sour name, ' c 14% Caxton Bonnes. 
o/Aymm ix. 199 They met wyth .damp Rarabault, the free 
knygftt ^ Ibid, ix- sot Damp bysshojv ye- be welcom. ' ibid. 
xvi. 382': f Damp emiperour.^ «yd thenne the duke mymes, 

Dam (dsem \ v. 1 Forms : 6-7 damme, (damn, 
7 dambe), 7-8 damm, 6- dam. [f. Dam sbj ; 
taking the place of the etymological Dim, OE. 
dqmman, found in early ME. and existing dialects.] 
1 . Irans. To furnish with a dam; to obstruct or 
confine (a stream, or water) by means of a dam. 
Usually with up ; also (rarely), with back, out, etc. 

.1563 W. Fir lee Meteors {16405 57 Wells that haver been* 
dammed up. *650 B. Harris Pa rivals Iron Age xu6 He 
had dammed up the Rivers.. 1697 Dryoen Virg. Past. m« 
"X71 '.Now dam the Ditches' .and the Floods mmmm, *850 
Dyell mdFisij U. S, II. 253 The: Mississippi, forms long 
hars;of «ad,' which .frequeudy unite with .some part of the 
coast, sO' as .to. dam out the' sea. and .form lagoons, 1867 
Parkman Jesuits N. Amur. xxh{x%f$) 3x4 The beavmhad 
dammed a brook and formed a pond. 


2 . transf. and fig. To stop up, block, obstruct ; 
to shut up, confine ; a. things material, 

1553 Bkende Q. Curtins vu. iv. 132 The sand in the 
plaines is bio wen together, .wherby the accustomed wayes 
be damned. 1590 Greene Never too late (1600) 90 Hauing 
the Ouen the hotter within for that it was damd vp. 1603 
Florio Montaigne 1. xxiv. (1632) 61 Lamps dammed with 
too much oyie. 2652 Wadsworth tr. Sandoval's Civ. Wars 
Spain 351 Don Hernande.. dammed up siU the doors but 
one. 1794 Sullivan View Nat. I. 347 When a ridge of 
mountains thus dams the cloud. 

Tb. things immaterial, 

3582 Bentley Mon, Matrones iii. 261 V nthankfulnesse . . 
dammeth vp the fountaine of thy godlie mereie. 2632 
Sanderson 12 Serm. 522 He doth also dambe vp the mercy 
of God by his contempt. 187$ M' Laren Serm. Ser. ir. iv. 
66 His love [is] too divine for us to dam it back, a 1876 
G. Dawson Improvers of Shaks , They dammed up all 
human energy into two chan nets — the chapel and the shop. 
*t Bam, vT Obs. rare. [f. Dam sb.~ ] To give 
birth to (young) : said of animals. 

2577 B. Googe Here slack's Hush. in. (1386) 139 Such 
[lambs] as are afterwarde dammed, are feeble and weake. 

Dam, obs. form of Damn. 

Damacene, -yne, obs, ff. damascene. Damson. 

Damage (drcmtda;), sb, Forms; a. 4- dam- 
age ; 5-tt dammage, (6 damp n age, 7 dam- 
nage, 7 damadge*. 0 . 4-7 dommage, 5-7 
domage. [a. OF. damage (nth c. in Littrd), also 
damage, damn age, damage, since 15 th e. dommage 
=aOSp. domage, f. OF. dam, damage, prejudice, 
loss ( « Pr. dam. It. danno loss), ad. L. damnum 
loss, hurt, damage + -age. Cf. Pr. damnatge and 
It. dannatico on L. type *damnaticum. The ME. 
form domage, dommage is alter later French ; 
dam( p giage after med L. ]. 

1. Loss or detriment caused by hurt or injury 
affecting estate, condition, or circumstances, arch. 

a. [2292 Britton i. v, | 1 En despit et damage de nous 
et de noster poeple.] 1300 K. Alts. 959 The scoumfyt, and 
the damage, Feol on heom of Cartage. 2*2386 Chaucer 
Pars. T. r 383 As moche to oure dan age as to oure profit. 
1535 Coveroai.k Luke ix. 25 Though he watme the whole 
worlde and loseth himself or runneth in dammage of himself. 
2609 Skene Reg. Maj 89 The danniage and skaiths, 
qululks he hes susteined be the defender, sail be taxed, 
x6ix Bible Dan. vi. 2 That., the king should haue no 
damage. 1778 C. Jones Hoyle's Games l in Or. 22 You could 
receive no Damage by playing the King the third Round. 
2852 Hussey Papal Power ii. 86 The corrupting by bribes 
of the late Legate, .to the damage of S' Peter. 2877 J. 1 >. 
Chambers Div. Worship 242 These .. Anthems have been 
wholly omitted, to our great damage. 

jB. 1481 Caxton Myrr, 1. xiv. 45 [It] tarneth contrary© to 
them & to their dommage. 2508 Fisher Wks. (18761 103 
The great domage which® we suffre by the absence of many 
of them, a x6xs Donne Bte/imwiTov (16441 124 If a pub- 
lique profit recompeace my private Domage. 

2 . Injury, barm ; esp. physical injury to a tiling, 
such as impairs its value or usefulness. 

c 1374 Chaucer Booth 1. v. 25 pou. hast wepen for ]»e 
damage [ed. x$6o dommage] of J?i renoune k aE is appaired, 
1430 Juyug. Citron. Troy u vi, He was enoynted with an 
oyntment On his body that kept him from damage. 0440 
Promp. Pan*. 113 Damage, or harme, dampmtm, 2577 lr * 
I'm l Unger's Decades Introd., He. .suffered all the damages 
of the body. 1637 Gilleshe Eng. Pop. Cerent, n, ix. 50 
His answere bringeth great damnage to his own* cause. 
2639 T. i>e: Gray Compl. Horsem. 9. -Lest in foUng, the colt 
receive domage, X719 De Foe Crusoe (18581 353 She was 
leaky, and haddamage in her hold. 2869 Hook LkmAbps. 
II. ii 94 To repair the damage done to the monastery, 
b. (with a and pi.) A loss, an injury. 

34.70-85 Malory Arthur 1. xv, Kyng Lott made gr«rte 
dool for his dommagis Sc his felawes. 2577-87 Hounsheix 
Scot. Chrm , x 38 Tim damages & skathes committed by 
theeues and robbers. 2593 T. Watson^ Tears e/Fttmk xxiv. 
Poems (Arb. » 190 That I , . brought Dire beauty to m fowl*: 
a domage, x6oo j. Bossy tr. Teds. Africa 11. 5$. They paid 
the sak(owners for a!! dsn® mage* committed. ’277* Gorman 
Hist. Eng. I.79 Repairing the damages which the king- 
dom had sustained by war 

1 3 . a. A disadvantage, inconvenience, trouble, 
b. A matter fur regret, a misfortune, * a pity \ 

&. 2398 Turns* Barth, de P. R, vi. *, (T’ollem. MS.), Age 
ha|> with him many damagis, 2637 R- Huhi hrhy tr. .VA 
Ambrose i, x$ They hokf profit to consist in the goods 
secular, wee reckon these for datnmagea. tptx Dx Fa®- 
Col Jctck(x$^ 33 T’is an unspeakable damage to Mm for 
want of his money. 

b. CX385 Chaucer L. G. W. 578 Cleopatra, And of hm 
deth it was ful gret damage, c *489 Carton Bltmdmnlyn 
xxti. 74 It were domage yf suche a lady . , sholde peryssFua. 
1524 l.osse of Rkodes m Hakluyt Vov. II. 1. 84 Sir ' Frantis 
de Frenolx. .it was great dammage of his death, for he was 
a worthy man. 16 ia Skelton Qmix, I. *, iv. 35 The Damage 
is, .that I have no money here about me. 

4 . Law. (Kow always in pi.) Hie value, 
estimated m money, of something lost or withheld ; 
the sum of money claimed or adjudged to be paid, 
in compensation for loss or injury sustained. 

(1430 AH 8 Hen. VI, c. 9. Le pleyntif reeovera "Bes 
.damages au treble vers le defendant. 2538 Starkey. Eng- 
land tnM, 1 90 The party cfmdemnyd . . schcMeuerlws awardyd 
to ■ pay coscys and al ■ other dammage mmmg to : hys 
aduersary by the reson of the vniust sure and vexatioa.] 
X543S-3 Act 34-5 Hen. VIII, c. 27 §36 Actions personal!, 
whereof the dette, and domage amoumeth to the'summe of 
: fouitie shillings. X548 Hall Citron. 31 For recoveryng 'of' 
•damages' 1 for injuries to them wrongfully done. - 
Chamb. CmesiCrnirkitiS 168 He shall therefore pay 500** to 
the King and 200'* Dammage to M f Deane and make wecog- 


PAMAGEMENT. 

nition of his fault and wrong. 1767 Blackstonk Comm. IT. 
438 When the jury has assessed his damages. *858 La Sr. 
Leonards Handy Bh\ Prop. Law ii. s An action . , for the 
recovery of damages for breach of contract. 

5 . slang. Cost, expense. 

1755 Connoisseur No. 68 F 20 ‘There*, says he, * there's 
your damage — thirteen and two-pence.' x8xs Byron Wks. 
(1832) II. 279, I must pay the damage, arid will thank 
you to tell me the amount of the engraving. t$$x Mas. 
■Stowe Uncle Tam's C. xiv, What's the damage, as they wy 
in Kentucky. . what’s to be paid out fi tr this business V 2855 
Dickens Lett. 1 . 409 Excellent .stowage for the whole family- 
, . Damage for. the whole, seven hundred francs a month. 

Ii Erroneously for Danger. 

1464 Plumpton Corn (Camden) xj Now you bee utterly 
out of his dammage. 

Damage, V. Forms.: see the sb, [a. OF* 
damagier, -tr, domage r, f, damages, see pree. sb.] 

1 . irans. To do or cause damage to; to' hurt, 
harm, injure; now commonly to injure (a thing) 
so as to lessen or destroy its value, 

*3. , .{see Damaging vbl sk], 1477 Karl Rivers *'C ax ton). 
Hides 106 A king in his kyn^dome may lie dommitged amt 
hurte,and specially byfyue thutges. >548 Hu,t,C 7 mw. : j 55a) 
24 The English studied all the widen possible to dammage 
their enemies £ some shot amoves, some .cast stoma, 1594 
Shaks, Rich. ///, iv. ii. 60 To stop all horna, whose growth 
may dammage me. 0*674 Clarendon Hist, Reb. III. 459 
«R.) He ..gave him a broadside, with which be . . damaged 
the ship. *794 Nelson in Nicolas Pup. I. 492 Not any 
notice having been taken . . of my eye being damaged. 
tt 2859 Macaulay Hist. Eng. V. tjo Be missed no oppor- 
tunity of thwarting and damaging the Government, x%a 
Law Times* Rep, LXVIl. 251/1 The Merchant Prime. . ' 
ran into and damaged the Cntalmin * 

2 . inlr. To suffer damage or injury, rare . 

x8ax Clare Vill Minst r. I. ,37 Her Sumfay dollies might 
damage with the dew. 

Damageable (da'mudg&bl), a. For forms cf, 
Dama<»k sb. ; also 5 dommege&ble, 6 cloiamagf- 
able, domagablo, 6-y damagable. {a. OF, 
damageable, dem-, causing or bringing damage, 
1 damagier : see pree. and -ABLE,] 
f L Causing lessor injury; liurtfitl, injurious, 
*474 Canton Chesse it, iii. 11860 Ci, ' 1 ‘he ttmge« td advo* 
cates and men ofUtwe ben perilous it dommegeabte. *570 
Pm, Math. Prstf. 45 Neither by worde, cleeck, or thought, 

, .damageable, or irnuriom to you, ^004 Dm in 1 1 came 
("oiled, 3 Nov, 170.5, That, .most grievous anti damiHugc* 
able Sclaunder, 2636 K. Dalkeh tr, Meuhiavets Disc. Livy 
I. 166 Many faults, .dommageable to that tyrannie. *674 
Ceft.' Tongue xi*. 1*6841 164 Immodest talk. , damagable 
and infectious to 'the innocence of our neighbors. 1796 
Burke Regie. Pence i. Wks, 180* IV. 437 Before it is.. clearly 
known whether the innovation dautagettlde or not, the 
judge is amtpeteiit to issue tt prohibttims' to innovate until 
the jw>int can be determined, 

2 , Liable* to be damaged, 

»7$jj Mage ns Insurances II. 975 If Goods easily damage- 
able \*& in a Ship, *88* J. F. Kvahk Six Months in Mnmh 
vit. 183 Much destruction . .to all damageable property* 
Hence t Da-magmMy adv., injwioitslf, 

*660 Hexham, Kommerlbck .. Dimtmageabiy, or with 
Molestation, 

t Damage-cleere. law. Obs. [ad, Anglo 
Fr, damage tiers far damage des tiers, in inetl.L. 
dam nu ele Hear urn * clerks 1 ' costs \J 
A foe formerly paid in the courts of Common 
Pleas, King's Bench, and Exchequer, in eases where 
damages were recovered; abolished in 1665, 

*665 Marvell Core, xlviii Wks. iSy^s'II, iS;t 'There mo 
several other Bilk in hand ; . ns., the taking away of I)w»»u*r 
deore. 

Damaged, {dtrmed#!),///, a. [f. Daica m v. 
+ -*» L) That has suffered damage ; injured (esp, 
physically). 

*77* Smollett Humph. Cl 10 July an, :176s, Clinker. , 
unscrewed the damaged, iron, *89* Daily News tj June 
V 3 ff any ' sovereign or half-sovt*r*d|ia is more than three 
grains below the standard weight, » shall be contideOMi 
a damaged coin. 

Damage-feasant. Law. Aim 7 -fetasatmt, 
-faisimfc, 7-S-fe.sant. [OF. damage faun f, l\ dam* 
mage faisant, doing damage, causing ioii,|. 

Said' of a stranger's beasts, etc., found trcspMting 
on a man’s ground without his leave, and there 
doing him damage, as by feeding or otherwise. 
(Properly adj, phr, ; also user! m sb.) 

*#aj : *. t 'R. 'BaLfm.S'tmi, IrH. if t (33 Hen,. VIIIX.fi* 
replegiar® or weeund deliwratice for rertita, lanitom#** 
services or for dmmgm hmmmi or other rern m rent*. 
Chatham Angler's Vadc-m. xl. $18 If I leave my Angle* 
rod behind in another's ground he may take it Damage 
feasant,"' *7*4 Scwxkm Cmrtsdmt fed, p Any T!ii»g 
distrained for Daiiiage»fca f ««t cama»t lie dNtnened for 
Rent. *768 Blackstonk Comm. *». t. I1L6. %B 9 f jRdm. 
Mm.' Jm 77 The AmM of dirtmlairig Miiniid* 
and m we now say * dainage*fea»tit k ' . 

f Da*magefal, a. Obs . [f» Dakaov sb. + -rot.] 
Injurious, hurtful 

■ «449 Pxc©c« Mefn 11. vi*. iSa'It were fa! i*aprolt»M« 
and d«ma|rf»I to alle Cristem ■ '16** Si*«to Hist, Brit, 
ix, xiii, *07 fils warre. in. Ireland wa* isoce diaiiaiiigefuli, 

. T* ' Cb.LW^,AH. Hope*- Deferred *5 Tliite 'ptirfiwei ©f 

mischief* are either lawless, or damagefoll, or dmgtsrow. 
Damagement rare, [a. 

OF. damagemmt , ' £ damagier to Damacsi,] The 
action of damaging, or fact of being damaged, 

3^93. J. 'X>avi«s Miermmmm Wks, |*®f6» 44{X>*> Tit maim 
vVd they f pleasures! are uxceMitiely, Tha mow’s *1* «»1# 


DAMAGEOITS. 


15 


DAMASK 


and bodie’s damageinent. 1885 PetU Mali G. 20 May 5/1 If 
war lias any raison d'etre at all, that must lie in the effective 
damageinent of your enemy. 

t Damageous, a. Oh. For forms cf. Damage 
sb. ; also 5 damegeous, 6 dammagious, -ius. 
fa. OF. da mage us, - gious , -jos, f. damage : see 
Damage sb. and -ous.J Fraught with damage, 
hurtful, injurious ; causing loss or disadvantage. 

C1386 Chaucer Pars. T. > 364 Whan hat meynee is 
felonous and damageous to he peple. 1474 Caxton Chesse 
hi. vi, (i860) Hiij b, What synne is fowler than this synne. . 
ne more dommageous, 1477 Fare Rivers (Caxton 1 Dictcs 
48 Lakking of thy lore is to vs a damegeous thing. 16 11 
Cotgr. s, v. Vimaires , Fearefull or dommageous accidents. 
1637 If t«:y wood Roy all Ship 32 All the rauenous and dam- 
mageous beasts to be destroyed through his land. 

Damaging (dse'medgig), vbl. sb. [-ingE] 
'I'he action oi the verb D \ mage, q. v. 

23. . Childh. Jesus 1344 (Miitz.) Of ]>e Hones he made 
a semblingue bifore heom without© damagingue. 1568 
Grafton Citron. II. 93 The French king.. in dammagyng 
of king Richard, layde siege to the Casteli of Aubevyle. 

Da*maging, ppl, a. [-ing K] That damages ; 
causing damage or injury, injurious, hurtful. 

1856 Emerson Eng. Traits , Retig. Wks. (Bohn) II. xoi The 
modes of initiation are more damaging than custom-house 
oaths. 1885 A thenteum 5 Sept. 299/2 {.The hedgehog’s] 
moral character, .is the subject of damaging criticism. 

Hence Damiagingrly adv., h artfully. 

1854 Kitto Bible Illustr. (1867! VIII. 427 The stroke is 
usually, .inflicted damaging-ly to the mouth, with the heel of 
a shoe. x858 Daily News 7 Sept., Mr. McCarthy thinks 
the defence unassailable. To us it appears very easily and 
very damagingly assailable. 

Damaisele, obs. form of Damsel. 

Bamalic (damarlik), damolic (damp-lik% a. 
Client. [£ Gr. da.jj.aXis, SajjaXi] heifer + ic. The 
second form is perh. short for damal-dlc.} In 
damalic or damolic acid, an add (C 7 II 8 O) dis- 
covered by Stiideler in cows' urine. Hence 
Da*moIate [-ate 4], a salt of damolic acid. 
Xtamsdtt’xie [Uric] acid, an acid (C* II l0 0 2 ) akin 
to damolic, and of the same origin ; its salts are 
Bamalxrrates. 

1858 Thudichum Urine 343 Damaluric add produces 
a precipitate in a solution of basic acetate of lead. 1863-7* 
watts Diet. Ckem. II. 30 x Damaluric and Damolic acids, 
two volatile acids said to exist in cows' and horses’ urine. 
1879 Ibid. VI. 541 The filtered solution deposits, first 
crystals of barium damolate, then the dama! urate. 

|| Daman (dayman). [From the Arabic name 
daman is rail, sheep or lamb of Israel.] 

The Syrian rock-badger or ‘cony* of Scripture 
QJyrax Syriacus) ; the name is also extended to 
the species found at the Cape (//. C a pens is). 

1738 T. Shaw Trav. Barb. ft Levant. 336 The Daman 
Israel is an Animal likewise of Mount Libanus, though 
common in other places of this Country.. We have .. pre- 
sumptive Proof that this Creature is the Saphan of the 
Scriptures. 1790 Bruce Trav. I, x, 241, I went ashore 
here [Cape Mahomet] and shot a small animal among the 
rocks, called Daman Israel or Israel’s Lamb ; I do not 
know why, for it has no resemblance to the sheep kind. 
2825 Gore tr. Blumenbach' s Man. Nat. Hist. xv. 47 The 
Daman, Cape Hyrax. 1835 Kirby Hah. «$* Inst. Anim. 
II, xxiv. 497 The skin, .is nearly naked, except in the case 
of the swine, the daman, the mammoth and some others. 

Damar: see Dammaii. 

Damas, obs. form of Damask, 

Damascene (dsemasfn), a. and sb. Also 4 
damyssene, -assene, 4-7 damasene, 6-7 dama* 
seen, -sine : see also Damson, [ad. L. Dama - 
scen-us, Gr. Aaficurmph of Damascus- Cf. Ger. 
damascen.J A, adj. 

L Of or pertaining to the city of Damascus. 

[c 1386 Chaucer Monk's T. 17 Loo Adam in the feeld of 
Damyssene [ -- in agro Damascene] With goddes owene 
fynger wroght was he.] 1543 Tea heron Vigo's Ghirurg. 
vi. i. Gloss., Another kynde [of viseum] is called Damascene, 
and commeth from Damasco. x6ix Cotgr. s.v ; Damas , 
Unite de Damas, oyle Damascene. 2875 Scrivener 
Let t. Text N. Test. 1 7 About the ninth century, a rough, 
■brown, unsightly paper, ''made of cotton'' rags, and some- 
times called Damascene from the place 'where it was 
invented, crept gradually into use. 

2. Of or pertaining to damask (fabrics), or to 
the art of damascening metal ; as damascene work. 

1542 Ord. '33 Hen. VII 7 in N Scholls Househ. Ord. (1790) 
.«$' In fine. Diaper, m .Damas cm worke. 2550 in Athenaeum 
ax Oct, (1871) 520/3, 4 damascene buttons were cut off my 
" lord’s gown in the privy-chamber. 2883 C. C. Perkins Ital. 
Sculpt, too (Stanford) The damascene work and the foliated 
ornaments challenge comparison with bronzes of any 
period. 

8. Damascene plum 1 see Damson 1 c. 

B. sb. 1, A native of Damascus. 

238a Wycuf a Cor , xi. 32 The cite, of Damascenes. 

2. Damascene work ; formerly applied to damask, 

xft&t'-yc* Il&imrd Mmmk.Bkx. (Reach.) 285 For brynging 

of damysens from Colchester, *553. in Rogers Agric. ft 
Prices III, 48.9/3 1 Damascene,, fielbt Ur 3/.]* *844 Meek. Mag. 
XL, 343 The damascene/ 'which appears upon 'the surface of 
steel is very various, ' 2873 Dtxotc 7W Querns .1. v, L 333 
A Spanish silversmith ©opted aratoques and damascoses, 

3. See Damson. 

Bamasceue (dtemasrn), v. Also 9 -ine. [f. 
prec. adj. ; cf. Damaskeen zr.] tram. a. To orna- 
ment (metal-work, esp. steel) with designs incised in 


the surface and filled in with gold or silver, b. To 
ornament (steel) with a watered pattern, as in 
Damascus blades. 

.. 2585-16x3 [see Damaskeen v.\ 1848 Lytton Harold m. 

n, His arms were damascened with silver. 2880 Sal. Rev. 
Ho. 1302, 461 Swords beautifully damascened in gold. 

C. transf. nndfig. 

2878 Examiner 2 Mar. 283/1 These essential elements. . 
are damascened upon a ground of really good story. 
2891 G. Meredith One of our Conq. xix, M. Falarique 
damascenes his sharpest smile. 

Damascened (dsemasrnd), ppl. a . [f. prec. 
+ -ED.] Of steel and other metal- work ; a. 
Inlaid with ornamental designs, gold or silver ; b. 
Having the watered pattern of dark lines charac- 
teristic of Damascus blades. 

286a J. Grant Capt. of Guard li, The earl’s cuirass was 
of Milan steel, magnificently damascened, 2888 Athenaeum 
27 Mar. 344/3 Swords. . with splendid damascened hilts. 

C. transf. 

2879 Rutley Stud. Rocks xi. 181 Damascened . — The 
author suggests this term as a convenient one by which to 
describe the structure shown in some obsidians, in which 
streaks or threads of glass are contorted in a confused 
manner, which somewhat resembles the markings on 
Damascus sword-blades, or the damascening on gun-barrels. 

Damascener (cljemasrnar), [f. as prec. f- 
-Eli.] One who damascenes metal. 

2855 tr. Labartes Arts Mid. Ages x. 361 The damas- 
cener and the goldsmith. 2883 Harper's Mag. June 57/2 
Damascenes, .and gun -makers are Mohammedan. 
r Damascening (dmmasrnir)) , vbl. sb. [-ing L] 
The action of the vb. Damascene ; also the design 
or figured surface so produced. 

2860 Cornh. Mag. No. 3. 272 Delightful arabesques and 
damascenings. 2880 Bird wood Did. Art I. 163 Damas- 
cening is the art of encrusting one metal with another . . in 
the form of wire, which by undercutting and hammering is 
thoroughly incorporated with the metal which it is intended 
to ornament. 

Damascus (damarsktfs). Formerly also in 
the Ital. form Damasco. [L. Damascus , Gr. 
Aajjaauh, from Semitic; cf. Heb. Dam - 

meseq , Arab. jpAo Dimashq , Dimeshq ; thence 
Heb. pren d'mescq or d'mesheq, transl. { silken * 
in Amos iii, 12 (Rev. V,).] An ancient city, the 
capital of Ccele-Syria, famous for its steel and 
its silk fabrics. Often used attrib., as Damascus 
blade (see quot. 1875), etc. ; also absol . « Damascus 
steel, etc. 

Damascus iron ; a combination of pieces of iron and 
steel welded together and rolled out, in imitation of the 
steel of Damascus. Damascus-twlsl : see quot. 

a 1635 Fletcher Elder Bro. v. i, A Milan hilt, and 
a Damasco blade. 2665 Sir T. Herbert Trav. (1677) 249 
A Sword not so hooked as the Damasco. 1727-51 Cham- 
bers Cycl., Damascus-steel . . remarkable for its excellent 
temper, 2830 Meek. Mag. XIV. 32 By filing semicir- 
cular grooves into both sides of the blade, and again 
subjecting it to the hammer, a beautiful roset-shaped 
Damascus is obtained. 1846 Greener Sc. Gunnery 
1x3 On examination of . . real Damascus barrels. 1874 
Knight Diet. Meek. s.v. Damascus-iron, The fineness of 
the Damascus depends upon the number and thickness of 
the alternations [of iron and steel]. _ Ibid., Damascus-tiuist, 
a kind of gun-barrel made of a ribbon of Damascus-iron 
coiled around a mandrel and welded, 
t Damasee*. Oh. Also -yse, -ese. [A cor- 
ruption or abbreviation of damasene Damson ; cf. 
first quot. there.] = Damson. 

14,. T. of Erceldoune 180 {Thornton MS.) Whare frwte 
was growande gret plentee The date and als the damasee 
{v.rr. damese, damyse), ? c 2475 Squyr tenoe Degre 36 
The date, also the damyse {rime larel-trej. 

Damasin, obs, form of Damson. 

*f Damasine, & Oh. »» Damascene. Dama - 
sine-rose : = damask rose. 

2607 Topsell Eour-f. Beasts (2673) 43 ° Herbs which 
smell sweet like musk: as., the damasixie-rose. 

Damask (dae*mask\ sb. and a. Forms: 4-7 
damaske, -asc, 4- damask; also 5 dameske, 

5-6 dammask(e, 7 damasque, -ast ; Sc. 5 6 

dammas, -es, -ys, 6 domas, 7 damas, -es. 
[ITob. originally a. AngloFr. *Dama$c « It. Da- 
masco, L* Damascus proper name of the city ; Littre 
and Hatzfeld have an OF. Damas of 14th c., 
whence the Sc. forms above. The French text of 
Mandeville (Roxb. Club) ch. xiv. has Damasee.} 

I. f 1 . The city of Damascus. Obs. 
c 2*50 Gen. .4 Ex. f 6 t At damaske Is Se Sridde stede, 
Quer abram is biggi ng dede. 2377 1 .angl. P. PI B. xv. 
486 $0 many prelates . . Of Nazareth, of Nynyue, of Nep- 
talim, and damaske. c 2485 Digby MysL.Ai 882) 11. 32 
Thorow all dammask and liba. 2539 Inventories 49 (J am -) 
Tapestryis. — Item, vi pece of the cietie of Dammys. 

2 , attrib. = Made at or brought from Damascus, 
as damask blade, sword, etc. (see 7 below) ; damask 
doth , silk (see 3 and 6 below) ; also the following : 
t Damask plum, prune * Damson. Obs. 

1543 Tr a heron Vigo's Chirurg. 268 b/x (Stanford) Take 
•of rvysons . .of damaske prunes, 26x6 Sum- & Markk. 
Country Famu 393 Damaske Plums . . are of three sorts, 
the black, red, and violet colour. 2664 Evelyn 
(2729S 210 Plums. . Dairsasc, Denny Damasc. 
t Damask powder, ?a toilet-powder scented with 
damask roses. Obs. 


c 1540 [cf. Damask rose below]. 2634 A UJwrp MS. In 
Simpkinson Washingtons Ixviii, For 4 h of damaske powder 
for Gooddy Webb, 2637 H eywood Roy all King iv. Wks. 
1374 VI. 70 Now farewell Gun-powder, I must change thee 
into Damask -powder. 

Damask rose, a species or variety of rose, sup- 
posed to have been originally brought from Da- 
mascus. 

Apparently, originally the Rosa gallica var. dantascena, 
a tail shrub with semi-double pink or light-red (rarely white) 
flowers, cultivated in the East For attar of roses; but this 
underwent many changes under cultivat ion in the West, and 
the name has been very variously applied by English authors. 
According to Miller (17681 the monthly rose , striped monthly, 
and York-and-Lancastcr , were supposed to be varieties of 
the Damask rose. According to Fiiickiger and Han bury, 
Pharmacographia, the name is now applied at Mitcham to 
a variety of R. gallica with very deep-coloured flowers. 

c 2540 Recipe in deary's A it at. (x836» App. 224 Putt therto 
half an vnee of fync pouldre of redde dammaske rosys. 2578 
Lytk Dodoens vi. i. 655 We cal them in English, Roses of 
Prouince, and Damaske Roses. lin'd. 654 The flowers, .be 
neither redde nor white, but of a nrixt colour betwixt red 
and white, almost carnation colour. 2582 Hakluyt Memo- 
randa in Voy. II. i. 165 The Damaske rose [brought in] by 
Doctour Linaker, King Henry the seuenth and King 
Henry the eights Physician, 2646 J. Hall Poems 45 
Damast-roses yet unblown. 1744 C. Thompson's Trav. 
III. 13 Rose-Water made of the Damask Roses which grow 
here plentifully, 1869 Hole Bk. about Roses xi, The 
Damask [rase] with its few rich velvety-crimson petals, 
is a memory, and that is all. 

Damask violet = Dame’s Violet. (In Ger. 
Damastblumd) 

1578 Lytic tr. Dodoens 153 In English Damaske violets, 
Dames violets or Gillofers* 2597 Geharde Herball it. 
cxvi. 377 Dames Violets is called.. in English Damaske 
Violets [etc.], 2862 Pratt Flower. Plants I. 154. 

f Damask water, rose-water distilled from Da- 
mask roses. Obs. 

[1306 N. de Tjngewick in Archied. Jrnl. XIV. 271 Item 
pro aqua rosata de Damasco.] 2529 Four Elements m Had. 
Dotisley I. 44 With damask water made so well. That all 
the house thereof shall smell. As it were, paradise. 2555 
Eden Decades 224 The Capitayne sprinkeled the Kynges 
with damaske water. 2622 Cotgr. s.v, Damas , Eau 'de 
Damas, Damaske, or sweet, water (distilled from all sorts 
of odoriferous hearbs). 

II. As a name of substances originally produced 
at Damascus. 

3 . A rich silk fabric woven with elaborate designs 
and figures, often of a variety of colours. 

Also applied to figured materials of silk and wool, silk and 
cotton, or worsted or cotton only, used for furniture- 
covering, curtains, etc. * True damasks are wholly of silk, 
but the term is now applied to any fabric of wool, linen, or 
cotton, woven in the maimer of the first damasks* (Beck, 
Draper's Diet.), 

c 2430 Lydg. Storie of Thebes m. vi. Clothes of vcluet* 
Damaske and of gold©. 2473 Fasten Lett. No. 725 HI. 92 
A newe vestment off whyght damaske ffor a dekyne. 2532-3 
Act 24 Hen. VIII , c. 23 No man, vnder the saide 
estates, .shall, .weare any saten, damaske, silke, chamblet, 
or taffata. 2577 tr. But Unger's Decades it, x. 239 A littnen 
or wollen garment docth as well cower and become the 
bodie, as damaskes and veluets, 2689 Lend. Cm, No. 
2425/4, 3 Pieces of Crimson Missena Damasks, of a large 
Flower, commonly used for Beds, and Hangings of Rooms. 
c 27x0 C. Fiennes Diary 1888) 290 All ye bed and. hangings 
are of fine damaske made of worsted* 2725 De Foe Voy. 
round World (1840) 2 x A. quantity of China damasks, and 
other wrought silks. *'842 Bischorf Woollen Mannf. II, 
4rs The draw-loom is now used to a very considerable 
extent in weaving carpets and figured damasks. 

b. A twilled linen fabric richly figured in the 
weaving with designs which show up by opposite 
reflexions of light from the surface.; used chiefly 
for table-linen. 

2542 in Rogers Agric. ft Prices III. 487/3 Damask diaper 
1 yd.. .2/2, . 2624 Wilt in Ripon Ch. Acts 364 One suite of 
damaske. .for his table. 2696' J. ■ F. Merchants' Ware-ko. 
23 Damask ..is a very ine sort of Linnen, and is 
wrought into several sorts of ■ fine Imagery, and Figures, .it 
is for few uses except for Table- Linnen. *759 Goldsm, Bee 
No. 3 He looked at' the tablecloth, and praised the figure 
of the damask, 2877 Mas. Forrester Miguon I. 33.. The . 
table is laid, .damask, plate, glass, is perfect, 

4 . a. Steel manufactured at Damascus ; also steel 
or a combination'' of iron .and' steel' exhibiting a 
similar variegated surface' s' ' more folly damask stub.: 
b. The wavy pattern oir "the .surface of Damascus', 
steel, or of iron and steel welded together and cor- 
roded with weak add. 

2603 Knoli.es Hist. Turks (2622)' 2*97 'Two 'knives '.of 
damaske, with hafts of Jasper, 2844 Meek. Mag. XL 34* 
All steel which exhibits. a surface 'figured' with dark iiaev. 
I* called dwiadc, ''',*874 Knight Did.. Meek, Dammk- r 
Mlmbt ..»■ laminated, wetal of ■ pure iron ' and: .steel, .of . peculiar 
quality, produced by careful heating, laborious forging, 
doubling, ■' md 'twisting. " 2882 Biackm. Mag. . May" y&r 
I'he curious product called, damask-steel posawse* both 
edge and elasricit| , # and. ail the great, 'Eastern swords owe 
to it their celebrity. _ IMd. 568 He made some swords 
which would bend till; the point touched. The hilt, and 
Which would also' cut. through iron bar., the 'same two' 
faculties have "never been conjoined in any other steel than . 
damask. 

2828 Faraday fxp. Res. xvi, 'fxSao) 59 The .damaak..'i.melf 
is.morelyan exblfoirion of crys.''fcaHisat»n». . xB&M&ck, Meg. 
XL 342 Common steed .acquires no visible', damask ■ by 
.gradual rrfrigenrtion. 

5 * The'-cd'cmr of tbe'dmAskTose; csphnsscenii* 
the face of a woman. 
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xfioo Shaks. A. Y. L. in. v. 123 There was a # pretty 
rednesse in his lip . . 'twas iust the difference Betwixt the 
constant red and mingled Damaske. 1607 — Cor. 11. i. 
232 The Warre of Wh.te and Damaske in Their nicely 
gawded Cheekes. 1600 Fairfax Tasso n. xxvi,^ Her 
damaske late, now chang’d to_ purest white. 1820 Keats 
Lamia. 1. 116 She, .Blush’d a live damask. 

III. attrik and adj. from senses under II. But 
early examples of damask clothe blade, etc., mean 
literally * of Damascus \ and so belong to 2 above. 

0 . Made of damask (silk or cloth) ; furnished 
with damask. 

c 1489 Caxton Blanckardyn. xix. (1890) 61 A fayre whyte 
coueryng of damaske clothe. 1609 B. Jonson Sil. Woman 
m. i, A Damask table cloth, cost me eighteen pound. 1682 
Vestry Bks. Surtees) 340 One fair damask linen cloth and 
a damask napkin. 1755 Mrs, Delany Let. to Mrs. Dewes 
17 Nov., Lady Anson began the last ball in a green damask 
sack. 1814 Hist. Univ. Oxford II. 261 The dress of the 
Chancellor is of black damask silk. 1842 Tennyson A mi ley 
Court 20 A damask napkin wrought with horse and hound. 

7 . Made of Damascus steel; having the fine 
temper and watered surface of Damascus steel. 

cxSxx Chapman Iliad x. 63 By him his damask curets 
[tV«a TTOtKtA ] hung. 1632 J. Hayward tr. Biondis 
Eromena 78 The fine edge of his damaske blade. 1820 
Faraday Exp. Res. xvi. 11859) 59 The wootz . . retains .. a 
damask surface when forged, polished, and acted upon by 
dilute acid. 

8, Of the colour of the damask rose ; blush- 
coloured. 

1588 Shaks. L. L. L. v. i:. 296 Faire Ladies . . Dismaskt, 
their damaske sweet commixture showne. 1601 - 7 ' wet. 
N. n. iv. 115 She neuer told her loue, But let concealment 
like a worme F th budde Feede on her damaske cheeke. 
184a Tennyson Day Dream Pro!., While, dreaming on 
your damask cheek, The dewy sister-eyelids lay. x 85 x 
Mrs. H. Wood East Lynne xvi, Her pretty cheeks were 
damask with her mind’s excitement. 
f 9 . * Damasked 3 Da misprint 1 ). 

1648 Herrick Hesper Country Life 42 (MS. version, ed. 
Had. p, 457) The damaske [v. r. damaskt] mrddowes, and 
the crawling streames. 

IV. 10 . Comb., as damask-coated , - coloured \ 
-gowned ppl. adjs. ; damask-wise adv. ; f damask 
branch, a figured pattern like that of damask or 
damask- work ; so f damask-branched ppl. a . ; 
damask carpet (see quot.) ; damask loom, a 
loom for weaving figured fabrics ; damask steel 
(see 4) ; damask-stitch (see quot.) ; damask- 
work, the veining on Damascus- blades; incised 
ornamentation inlaid with gold or silver. 

1634 Peach am Genii. Rxerc. 1, xiv. 46 Diapering . . (in 
♦Damaske branches, and such like ..it chiefly serveth to 
counterfeit cloath of Gold, Silver, * Damask braneht, "Velvet, 
Chainlet, &c., with what branch, and in what fashion you 
list. 1874 Knight Diet. Meek , Damask-carpet . .a variety 
of carpet resembling the Kidderminster in the mode of 
weaving, but exposing the warp instead of the weft. x6o6 
Dekker Set). Sins ill. (Arb.) 25 The ♦damask -coated Cittizen. 
<*1631 Drayton Noah’s Flood, The *damask-colour'd dove 
. . His sundry colour’d feathers, x86x W. F. Collier Hist. 
Eng. Lit . 135 A magnificent array of satin and *damask- 

f owned priests. 1846 M c Cullocb Acc, Brit. Empire (1854) 

. 708 The "’damask loom is capable of producing any figure, 
however complicated. x88a Caui.feild & Sawaro Did. 
Needlework , * Damask Stitch. A name given to Satin Stitch 
when worked upon, a linen foundation, x.580 Hollyband 
Treas. French Tong, Taitler quelque chose a la Damas- 
quine, to cut some thing ♦damaske wise. ' x6tx Cotgr., 
Dammquiner . . to flourish, carue, or ingraue Damaske- wise, 
1598 Florio, Damaschino, ♦damaske worke vpon blades. 
1830 Tennyson Recoil. A rob. Nts. iii, All . . The sloping of 
the^ moon-lit sward Was damask-work, and deep inlay Of 
braided blooms unmown. 

Damask (darmask), v. [f. prec. sb. By Mil- 
ton and' I’hineas Fletcher stressed dama'sk,] 

■ 1. trams . ' To weave with richly-figured designs. 
[1599, etc. see Damasked i.J 1706 Philuts fed. Kersey', 
Damask or Damasquinc . . to imprint the Figures of Blowers 
■on Silk, or Scuflf. X755 Johnson, Damask, x. to form flowers 
upon stuffs. 

2 . = Damascene v. 

■■■ 1585 T. Washington tr. Ntcholafs Voy . ' Turkic B. it 
•xxi. 584 b, A fake, baser* of 'Copper damasked, 1653 H, 
CpGAN.tr, Pint&*sVoy.i$g, Artned-with. .Partisans damasked 
withhold and silver. X673 Ray yourn,.. Lose €.■(%? 38) II, 
.,354' They damask their cymeters with a blewish colour, 

: 1877 W. Jones Finger-ring L. 247' The ' wooden sides we, re 
plated with'gold, and damasked ..with, gold, wire.' 

3 . transf. and fig. To ornament with or as with 
a variegated pattern or design ; to diaper. 

xdxo '..Fletcher Christ's 'V£d. t There pinks eblazed 
wide. And . damaskt .all the earth. . ' .*633 P, . F letcher Purple 
M xn. i, Where various flowers damask" the fragrant seat. 
x&$7 : Milton P, L. tv# 334 "As 'they ; sat '.recline On the soft 
downie Bank damaskt with’ flours. . 1744 Sh»nstone>S>«»* i 
■ * O'er desert P Inins ’ 5 Tho’ my path, were damask’d o’er With 
beauties e’er so flue. " 1872 O. W. Holmes Poet Break/. 7 \ 
i* (*%0 34 Fair pictures damasked on a vapor’s fold. 

4 . To make red or blush-coloured like a damask- 
rose. 

1863 Mrs. .Marsh Heath side Farm I, 58 Cathie’s peach- 
like cheek was damasked by heat and laughter. 

■ 5 . To deface; or destroy, by stamping' or marking 
•with lines and figures,"'"',' 

, 1673 in Statimerd Rec, Crderof Bishop of London 

to damask * The. Leviathan’, '"%$?$ Ibid., Order.of Bishop of 
London to damask Seditious books sdwsa at- Frances Smith’s, ■ 
and to burn in 'the Company's garden 'adjoining their Hall 
the Books not fitt for damasking. 1706 Phillips ed. Kersey), ■ 
Damask or Damasquine, to stamp, rude Draughts on Waste 


Paper, etc. X709 Ad. 8 Ann c. 21 Such offender or offenders 
shall forfeit such Book or Books . , to the proprietor or pro- 
prietors of the Copy thereof, who shall forthwith damask 
and make wast Paper of them. 1845 Campbell Chancellors 
1x856.1 1 . 23 The ceremony of breaking or 'damasking* of 
the old Great Seal consists in the Sovereign giving it a gentle 
blow with a hammer, after which it is supposed to be broken, 
and has lost all its virtue. 

t G. To warm (wine) : see quot. 1706. slang. 

3 699 B. E. Diet. Cant. Crew , Damask the Claret , Put 
a roasted Orange siasht smoking hot in it. 1706 Phillips 
( ed. Kersey), To Damask Wine, is to warm it a little, in 
order to lake off the edge of the Cold and make it mantle. 
1778 Cumberland in Goldsmith's Wks. < 1881) 1 . xoi Wilt 
have it steep’d in Alpine snows, Or damask’d at Silenua’ 
nose? 

Damasked (dce*maskt\ ppl. a. ff. prec. ] 

1 . Of silk, fine linen, mid other fabrics: Woven 
with richly-figured designs. 

1599 Middleton Micro-Cynic on iii. Wks. (1886) VIII. 124 
Sitting at table. .All covered with damask’d napery. 2607 
Topsell Four-f. Beasts (1673)206 The outward appearance 
of the said skin is like to a damaskt garment x8j<$ Pall 
Mall G. 24 Oct. 4 The exports in damasked silk. 

2 . Of steel or other metal ; *= Damascened. 

rxfixr Chapman Iliad in, 34s His sword he took, and 

fasten’d it, All damask’d, underneath his arm. 1631 Whever 
Auc. Fun. Mon. 202 The out side was, damasked and 
embossed with wires of gold. 1830 Faraday Exp Res . xvi. 
(18591 59 It is certainty true that a damasked surface may 
be produced by welding together wires of iron and steel. 
1832 Babbage Econ. Mannf. xviii. ed. 31 167 Barrels of 
dotvbie-barrel guns, twisted and damasked. 

S. transf. Variegate* 1 ; diapered. 

1648 Earl of Westmld. Oita Sacra ( 1879 88 The Crimson 
streaks behtce the Damaskt West. 1855 Singleton Virgil 
1 . 360 Blooming be the gates with damasked wreaths, 

4 . Having the hue of the damask rose. 

C1600 Shaks. Sonn. exxx, I haue scene Rosts damaskt, red 
and white, But no such Roses see 1 in her cheekes 16. . 
Wotton Farewell to Vanities, Beauty, th* eye’s idol, Its] 
but a damask’d skin. 1652 Beni .owe Tkeopk. m. x xviii, 
So Roses damaskt robe, prank t wiih green ribbons, seats. 

15 . Furnished or hung with damask. 

x86x Our English Home 134 The damasked chambers. 

t Bamaskee*n, -kin, a. and sb. Ohs . Also 
6 -en, ~yne. fa. F. damasquin, -ine damascene, 
ad. It. damaschino , f. Damasco , Damascus.] 

A, adj. ~ Damascene a 

155* in Strype Reel. Mem, II. M. ix. 319 Under a baron, 
no man to wear . . any embroidery of gold or silver, or 
damasken work or goldsmiths work. 1585 T. Washington 
tr. Nickolafs Voy , 'Turkic n xxiii. 62 b, Vessels of gold 
. .fair© painted after the Damask n fashion. 

B. sb. A Damascus blade. 

1562 J. Shuts Two Comm. ii. Cej a (Stanford), A Scimitar 
bending tyke vnto a falchion, he was a right* damask yne. 
1625 Pure has Pilgrims I. iv. i. Fa. 346 A Damaskeen, or 
Turkish Sword, richly garnished with bihur and Gilt, c 1645 
Howell Lett. Chas. /( 1753) x»4 No old Toledo Blades, or 
Damaskins. 

Damaskeen (daem&sltPn), v. In 6 -Rnne, 6 7 
-kino, 8~t> -quin©, -keen, [a. F. damasquiner, f. 
damasquin adj. : see prec.] * Damascene v, 

1585 T. Washington tr. Nick&la/s Voy, Turkic in, ix. 
84 b, A title hatchet damask ined. 16*3 Purchas Pilgrim- 
age in, xiii, (1626' 315 Cups of fine Corinthian Batten, gilded 
and damaskined. 1848 Lytton Harold ix. iii, His axe., 
was so richly gilt and damasquined. 1863 — Caxtmiana I. 
15a Only on 'their hardest steel did the smiths of Milan 
damaskeen the gracious phantasies. 

Henje Bamaslree aed ppl. a. f Bamaskee'ning 1 
vbl. sb. 

1676 Phil. Trans. XL 715 The Persians are exquisitely 
skilful in damabkining with Vitriol 3727-5* Chambers 
CycL, Damaskeening^ the art, or act, of adorning iron, 
steel, etc. by making incisions therein, and filling them up 
with gold or silver wire. 1882 Comk , Mag. Feb. 17 x His 
drawn sword with its beautiful damasquined blade. 

Ba*masker. rare- 1 , [f. Damask v. + -eh.] 
« Damascknkh. 

1621 Canterbury Marriage Licences (MS.), Robert Worse 
ley of St* Marys in Sandw’cb, damasker. 

Damaskmg’ (dse-maskirj), vbl. sb. [-inoI,] 
The action of the verb Damask ; esp. the damas- 
cening of metal. 

*591 Percivall Sp. Did., Atauxla. damasking of a knife 
or sword. 1677 j. .Phillips Tavernier's Truv. v. xiiY The 
Persians are excellent artists at Damasquing with vitriol or 
engraving Damask- wise upon Swords. x 83 x Blackw. Mag. 
May 567 The an of dama king (which is a very different 
matter from the damaskeening alluded to just now) has lost ' 
its use since swords have ceased their service. 

b, transf, (In quot 1660 applied to the natural 
veining or * marbling * of wood.) 

x6xx Speed Hist. Ct , Bri/.v. vn. 40 Their painting and 
damasking of their Bodies. - x66o Evelyn To Dr. Welkins 
17, .Feb., Above all conspicuous for these workes and 
damasking®, is the Maple. 

Daraasquee*nery. rare- 0 , [a. F. damasmd - 
neriel] The art of damascening ; damask- work, 
1730- 6 Bailey (folio , Dammqumery, Steel work damas- 
keened, or the Art itself. 1775 Ash, Dammqnemery. 

1 Bamasqtirne C-skf*n). * Damaskeen sb. 

1849 In Wsal % Diet. ’ Terms. 

I| Damasse (dama*SE), fF. damassS « lings 
damassi Hatzfeld.] A kind of linen manufactured 
in Flanders, woven with flowers and figures like 
damask. *864 in. Webster* 

Bamassen, -syn, -seen©, -zine, obs. forms of 

Damson, 


Damassin (dsemiasin). [Deriv. of F. damas , 
Da mask.] 1 A species of woven .damask wii h gob] 
and silver flowers 7 (Braude JJut. Arts i>42) ; see 
also quot 1882. ^ _ 

1839 Ukk Did. Arts , Damassin is a kind of damask, 
with gold and silver flowers, woven in the warp and wuof ; 
or occasionally with silk organxine. < *88* Be* k Drapers 
Did., Damassin, Dama&qnitte , an ingenious, iiiutlificatitm 
of brocade invented by the Venetians in the 17th eenttny, 
which by being subjected. after bein 4 woven to great pres- 
sure between rollers, caused the metal wires which formed 
part of the fabric to appear in one unbroken and brilliant 
plate of gold or silver, 

Bamaysele, -ell©, obs. forms of Damsel. 
Damb(e, obs. (erron.) form of Dam, Damn. 
BamBonit© (da^mbSuDit). them, [f. dambo 
native Airicaa name + -itk ] 

A sweet, white crystalline substance (C* HD'Vl 
found in a kind of caoutchouc obtained from a 
plant growing near the Gaboon in Western Africa. 

fi86x Do Chaillu Equal. Afr. x, lai The caoutchouc of 
Africa is obtained from a vine (caWr& dambe by the iiaiive^,] 
2879 Watts Did Chem. VI. ^4* 'I 'he exuded juke, coagu- 
lated by .exposure to the air, is kneaded' into loaves called 
by the natives n’dambo. . Dambonite is white, easily soluble 
in water and in alcohol of ordinary strength, sparingly 
soluble in absolute alcohol. 

Dambose {dsirrabd's). Chem. [f. prec. 4 -list,] 
A civstnllizable sugar (C 3 ll«O a ) obtained fiom 
dambonite. 

xSyp Watts Did , Chem. NX. 541 f embwe is a poly- 
atomic alcohol, and dambonite its melhylic ether, 
Bambre : s e Dammak. 

Bam-brod, dam-board* Se. ff. Dam j A 3 
+ 'Boaed: « Du, dambml, Cier,. l)&, 

damhret , Sw, dambrtide , . the boaici cm which the 
dams or jeU tte dames is played.] A draught- buarti 
b. attrib. Checkered. 

1779 Inv. Goods of D, Steuart, Mart of Buchan (MS,), 8 
Damboard Tfabte) Cloths* x8»6 J. Wilson Nod. Amir, 
Wks. ,1855 L *34 Baitli at gammon arid the dambrod, *170 
Ramsay Re win, v. led. *8) 113 |S 1«1 avked to be shown 
table-linen, a damdrM pattern. 

Dame (/Dm L Also 5 Sc. df ym(e, 5- Sc drmft, 
9 north, dial, deame, doeam, [a. OF* dame 
(nth c. in Littr 4 ) earlier damme *>« Pr. damn, 
donum, It donna:— L, domhm lady, mill rest, fern* 
of do min ns lord, master. A variant now differen- 
tiated is Dam --.] 

I* Expressing relation or function. 

+ 1 . A female ruler, superior or herd : ■* ‘ lady 
as fem. of lord (‘ our most gracious Sovereign 
Lady, Queen Victoria’) ; the sujrrrtor of a. mitniery, 
an abbess, prioress, etc, ADo Jig. or trnmf Obs, 
a X225 Auer, R. 4,8 Almihti God . . $uie t»« tiaitte hi* 
grace, so tenfipe so more, c *4*0 Chtym* Vi'imi, 774 When 
lie fas she] was. hurr' Abbas and burr* Dame, c *490 Promp, 
Part*. U3(MS. K) Dame, domino. *594 T» B, /.«* / ’rhmiud, 
Fr. A am* 11. 440 Reason, which is the principal faculty 
and power of the sottle, J* called of them the Queer**, Dame, 
and Mistress, t 66 q Mm, .ton P. L, ix, 6* a Sovran of 
Creatures, universal Dame. *677 Gale C*t Gemdn II. 
in. 139 Zenobia Queen of Arabia, and Dame of Antioch* 1 

2 . The ' lady * of the bouse, the mistress of a 
household, a housewife. . Now archaic or dial 
\my dame - my wife, my 4 missus ’j* or humorously 
applied to an aged housewife, 

c 1339 R, Brunhr Chrm, Wme 151310 At Dondnrte anoher 
kyng 'gait won* .. Saberk' f an was hm name, Dame Rytiilt 
bighte his dame. fx&86 Chavcuh Shipm. 7 . 356 , 1 take vnto 
our dame |our« wif at home he same gold a^ern* *483 Coth. 

AngL 80' Dame; vbi a huswyfe. X53$Covaat*At a ,/m, ax iv, 

2 l*he Master as -the Mruant, the dam* like the /mayd*, 
XS48-9. (Mar.) Bh. Com. Prayer, Catechism- Ruhr., Father*, 
mothers, maisters, and dames. Hilmm Gmt Ckrifs 

Ch. 58 Every poor woman that hash cither maid, or ap- 
prenttse is called Dome : and yet Dame is m much a* 
Demina a ncl used to ladb&wf greatest: account, as Dame 
Isabel and Madam, xfixx Shake, Wint, T. »v, iv, 57 Upon 
This day, the was. - Both Dam* and Stniant ; Welcom’d all, 
Mru*d ' all. *74* RiatARtmon Pamela- ill, Ivii. 447 The 
Gentry love botn him and my Dame, and tire poor -reopk 
adore them, " *833 Carlyle in Emerson ■ Eng. Traits Vim, 
(Bohn) II. 7 My dame .makes it a rule to give to every son 
of Adam bread to eat. 1855 Robinson Whitby Gloss, n. v , 
My dream, mj mistresi, ' my 'wife , A » md'dmmn 1 an eld 
woman, , 
b. transf 

Milton MAlkgm 5 a 'The eock .* stoutly »tnit» l»k 
dames before. 

3 . The. mistress of a private elementary school for 
children. (Usually an old woman or widow.) Now 
almost Obs, 

a x^9 WiNTit»OP' l i%ttf Eng, itlad) If, 30 ■ He bewaitid 
his dbot edience to hi» parent*, hii flighting and «I«»pi. g 
their initrticrions and the instructions of hit cisitrw, 

W. Irving Goldsmith i, Tltbse g«xl old motherly dames, 
'found in every village, who cluck'.' together the whole callow 
■biood''.. to teach them their 'letters. 

4 . At Eton : A matron who keeps a boarding- 
house for boys at the school (Also applied to & 
man who does the same.) 

C 1737 H, Wautilk Id. t* Montagu 15 A dame 
over the way, that has just licked in her hoarders. *8*5 

C. M. WaantACorr Eng. Spy 1 . 5 s Do you bid the .Dailies 
of old^Eton apfjear,' x%4. Disraeli Cmingsby. %, ii, The 
room in the 'DameT house where wetet order our ow» 
breakfast. x8S6 Dowukn Life RksBty I* aa Heater , , being, 
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not only an Eton writing-master and a * dame but also 
a magistrate of tire county, 

II, Expressing rank or honour. 

5 . A form of address originally used to a lady of 
rank, or a woman of position ; the feminine corre- 
sponding to Sire ; « My lady, Madam : gradually 
extended to women of lower rank, and, after the 
1 6th c., left to these (cf. senses 2, 6 e). 

a xxz$ Leg. Rath. 2080 Hu nu, dame, dotestu? Cwen, 
acangestu nu ? a 1300 Cursor M. 8349 (Cott.j Dame, 1 did 
J»e hider call, AIs mi wedded wijf 01 all, <*1300 Floriz 
4 - Bl. 56^ Dame, he sede, bis hail is l ira <7x386 Chaucer 
Reeve's T. 36 per durst no wigt clepe hurbut dame, a 1440 
Sir Eg lam. 871 ‘ Dame/ he seyde to the qwene, * Mekylle 
of solas have we sene.' ex 46a Wright's Chaste Wife 139 
Thus seyd the wyfe of the hows, ‘Syr, how faryth my 
swete spouse. . ?' ‘ Sertes, dame/ he seyd, ‘ wele '• <7x470 

Henry Wallace v. 330 A wedow char duelt. Fayr deyme 
he said, * go get sum meit for me x6o6 Shaks. A nl. 4- CL 

iv. iv. 29 Fare thee well Dame, what ere becomes of me, 
This is a Soldiers Kisse, 1669 Penn No Cross x. § 5 Now . 
men of ordinary Trades m England [are called J Sir, and their 
Wives, Dame; (which is the legal Title of a Lady), or else 
Mistress, 172a De Foe Col. yack (1840) 90 How much was 
it, dame ? 

f 8. Prefixed as a title to the name of a lady or 
woman of rank ; *= Lady, Mistress, Miss. Now 
only fig. in personifications, as Dame Fortune , 
Dame Nature. 

a 1300 Cursor M. 337x9. iCo tt.) Dame [ v.r . Dam] fortune 
turnes pan hir quele, c 1303 Saints' Lives in R. E. P. 
(1862 71 'fuei maidenes dene ynou hire dougtren were also 
Dame Margerie and dame Alice . , Dame Mabille pe gode 
moder \>U children louede ynou. c 1386 Chaucer Man 0/ 
Law's T. 151 The Emperours doghter dame Custance. 
14x3 Lyijg. Pilgr. Sowle 1. i. ‘18591 1 The noble worthy 
lady dame Misericord. 1500-20 Dunbar Lucina Schynnyng 
ii Me thocht Deme Fot toun , , Stude me beforne. 1568 
Grafton Citron. II. 119 Alexander king of Scottes maryed 
dame jane the sister of king Henry. 1593 [see 2]. x6oo 
Thynne Emblems xiii, Dame Lais is a puritane, 1669 
A. Browne Ars Piet . (1675) 14 Dame Nature is extremely 
Various in her Representations. 

b. The legal title prefixed to the name and sur- 
name of the wife of a knight or baronet, for which. 
Lady prefixed to the su rname is in common use. 

x6ix Patents creating baronets i 1 Selden Titles lion, n, 

v, § 46 Quod uxores . . gaudeant hae appellatione, videlicet 
Anglice, Lady, Madame , et Dame respective, secundum 
usum loquendi. 1614 Ibid. it. ix. § 2 By custom , . the Lad es 
that are Knights* wives are in conveyance for the most part 
stiled Dames, and other Ladies only of greater honor, 
Ladies; which we see is a title much more frequently given 
to this sex than Lord to males. 1648 Prynnk Plea for Lords 
42 Dame Alice Piers was brought before the lords. x66x 
Protests Lords I. 19 Sir Edward Powell Knt. and Brt., 
and Dame Mary his wife. 1793 in J. L. Chester Westm. 
Abbey Reg. (1S76) 452 Dame Sidney Hawkins [relict of 
a knight] died the 18th. 

c. Prefixed to the surname of a housewife, an 
elderly matron or schoolmistress, arch, or dial. 

<72300 Havelok 558 [Grim] bar him horn to hise cleue, 
And bi-tauete him dame leue [his wife]. 1575 J, Still 
Gamm.Gurton Prol., Dame Chat herdeare gossyp. [Also 
called ‘ Goodwife Chat*, ‘Mother Chat'.] 1791 Boswell 
Johnson, He was first taught to read English, by Dame 
Oliver, a widow, who kept a school for young children in 
Lichfield. Chapbook title . The History of Dame Trot and 
her Cat. 

7 . The wife or daughter of a lord ; a woman of 
rank, a lady. Now historical or poetic. 

1530 Palsgr. 212/r Dame, a lady, dame. <*2562 G. 
Cavendish Life of Wolsey, Your . . banquette, where was 
assembled such a number of excellent fair dames, xggo 
Shaks. Mids. N.v.i. 298 [Thisbe] the fairest Dame That liu’d, 
that lou’d, that lik’d, that look’d with cheere. x6o6 — Tr. 
fy Cr. 1 iii, 282 Hee’l say in Troy . . The Grecian Dames 
are sun-burnt, 1630 Wadsworth Pilgr. vii. 73 They., 
imice likewise the young Dames. ^ 1702 Pope Sappho 17, No 
more the Lesbian dames my passion move. 1764 Goldsm. 
Trav. 252 Dames of ancient days Have led their children 
through the mirthful mare. 1848 Macaulay Hist. Eng. I. 
383 Dames of high rank visited him [Claude Duv.iT] in 
prison. 1856 Mrs. Browning A ur. Leigh nu 345 She had 
the low voice of your English dames. 

b. A woman in rank next below a lady ; the wife 
of a knight, squire, citizen, yeoman, arch or dial. 

*574 Hellowes Gieettara’s.Fam, Ep,(t 577) 20 The Ladyes 
and dames that seme you, and the gallants and Courtiers 
that a* tend e vppon you, 1752 Johnson Rambler No, 289 
F 7 The city dame who talks of her visits at great houses, 
where she happens to. know the cook-maid. 1864 Capern 
Devon / 'rovtnt ialism. Dame, an appellation bestowed on 
yeomen’s wives. 

0. The title' of female members of the Primrose 
'League of .the same, rank as the * knights \ 
xSbo G. S. Lane Fox Primrose League 13 The members 
of' the' League consist of Knights, Dames, and Associates 
. [men and women}. 

III. A mother ; » Dam sb 2 
•f* 8, ' A .mother. Ohs. a, of human beings, 
a xzz< Auer. R. 230 Asebe moder mid hire gunge deor- 
Huge vlihS from him , . & let hit sitten one, & loken geome 
ahuten, & cleopien, Dame I dame 1 & weopen._ <7x273 in 
0 . A. Mm, 190 Hire sire and. hire dame hire to pete. 
'<7x386' Chaucer Manciple's TV. 3x3 Thus taught© .me my 
dame; My sone fete.]. . <7 1400 Test. Love' Prol < 1560) 

■ 2 7»/x In such wordes as wee learneden of our dame® 
tongue, t e 1475 ' Sqr , . lovm Degre 62a To bydde this 
chyide .go sucke his dame. *393 Shaks. Lucr. 1477 The 
sire, the sonne, the dame and daughter die. 

b. of animals ; **■ Dam shy 2 . 

■ cxp» R, .Bkunnjk Medit, a86 As.ch-ekenes crepyn vndyr 


he dame wyng. <7x400 Maundev. (1839) xxx. 302 pei 
putten forth anon the gonge foies and maken hem to nygen 
aiter hire dames. 2348 Udall, etc. Erasm. Par. Matt. 
xxi. x 00 This she asse is the dame of the foie. 2598 Yong 
Diana 219 Despoyling the harmless© Nightingale of her 
deerest pretie ones, and the sorrowfull Dame fluttering vp 
and downe ouer their heads, 2709 Blair in Phil. Trans. 
XXVI I. 63 They quit their Dame at 6 Months. 

IV. to. The queen at chess. F — F. darnel] 
Ohs. rare . 

x$74 Hei.lowes Gueuara's Fam. Ep.{x$%jp 231 Somtimes 
we were wont to play at the chesse . . and [I] cannot advise 
me that you gave me the dame. 

V. i 0. Comb., as dame-errant ( nonce-wd . after 
knight errant ) ; dame-school, an elementary 
school for children kept by a dame. 

2832 Miss Yonge Cameos (1877) II. xxxiii. 338 Henry 
received her with the courtesy due to a distressed dame- 
errant. 1821 Mar. Edgeworth Sequel to Rosamond ll. 
65 The name of this ‘tiny play’ ‘The Dame-school 
Holiday/ 1876 Grant Burgh Sch. Scotl. 11. xvi. 527 
Dame schools . .have, .ceased to exist in Scotland, 

Dame, obs. f. Dam sb • and 4, and Damn. 
Damegeous, var. Damageous Obs., injurious. 
Dameisele, damesel^le, obs. ff. Damsel. 
Dames, obs, form of Damask. 

Damesd, var. of Damaski? Obs., damson. 
Damesene, obs. form of Damson. 

Dameship (dF>*mJip). nonce-wd. [f. Dame sb. 

+ -ship.] The office or position of a dame. 

1837 Carlyle Fr. Rev. 1. in, viii. He shall have., a 
Dameship of the Palace for his niece. 

Bameson, -yn, obs forms of Damson*. 

Dame’s -violet. [A transl. of the Latin name 
in the old herb ilists, Viola matronalis , or of its 
equivalents. The form damas or damask violet 
appears to have been a corruption.] A popular 
name of the common Garden Rocket, Heferis 
matronalis ; by Lyte called also Dame's Cilli flower. 

2578 Lyib Dodoens n, v. 153 Of Dames violets or G1I0- 
floures . . These fioures he now called in Latine Violse 
Matranales [so in Turner 1562]: in English Damaske 
violets, Dames violets or Gillofers, and Rogues giliofers; 
in French Violeties de Dames*, in base Almaigne Mast- 
blqemen, and after the Latine name they call it Joncfrouwen 
yilieren, which may be Englished Dames violets. 1597 
Gerarue Herbal 11. cxvi. § r. 376 Dames Violets or 
Oueenes Gilloflowers, . 1688 R. Holme Armoury it 74/ r 
The double Dame Violet groweth many together in a 
knot. 1886 Pall MallG. 8 Oct. 5/1 The sweet smell of the 
purple dame’s-violeL 

B ami cel, obs. form of Damsel, 

Bamie ^dFhni). Sc. [f. Dame + -if,, -y dim. 
suffix ] A diminutive or pet form of Dame. 

1789 Burns To Dr. Blacklock v, Ye gluiket, gieesome, 
dainty dainies [the Muses]. 

Bamisel, -en, obs. ff. Damsel, Damson. 

Ii Dammar (dse-mai). Also (? 3 dambre), 7-9 
damar, 8-9 dammer. [a. Malay damar resin, 
whence the botanical genus Dammara (N.G. Coni- 
ferse), the typical species of which, D, oriental is, 
yields the resin in Amboyna and the Moluccas.] 
The name of various resins obtained from different 
trees growing in the East Indies, New Guinea, and 
New Zealand ; esp. the cat’s-eye resin {E. India 
Dammar ) from Dammara orientalis, used instead 
of pitch for caulking ships, etc., and the Kauri-gum 
from D. australis of New Zealand ; both these are 
used for making varnish. White Dammar , or 
Dammar Pitch , is obtained from Valeria indica ; 
Black Dammar from Canarium strictum. (Also 
Dammar-gum , Dammar-resin , Gum Dammar f 
[<7 1440 Secrees 165 A dragme and a half of good xrnxske, 
& a dragme of dambre, and hr e dragmes of fe tree of 
aloes.] 1698 Fryfr Acc. E. India P. 37 The., Planks 
are sowed together and calked with Dammar (a sort 
of Rosin taken out of the sea). 1727 A. Hamilton 
New Acc. B. Did. II. xxxviii. 73 Damar, a Gum that 
is used for making Pitch and Tar for the Use of Shipping. 
x8o5 Trans. Soc. Enron rag. Arts XXIII. 4x2^ Resins . . 
called dammer in India . . the produce of various trees. 
1892 R. Kipling Barrack-r. Ballads 130 He has taken 
my bale of dammer and spice I won beyond the seas. 

ii Da’mmara. Bot. [See prec,] A genus of 
trees yielding dammar. Also attrib., as dammara 
resin . Hence in Chem * Ba*mmaran, a neutral 
resin, and Damma’ric acid, constituents of dam- 
mar. Ba'mmarin, Da*mmarol, Da'mmaroae, 
Da mmaryl, chemical derivatives of dammar. 

1863-72 Watts Diet. Chem. II. 301 Dammara resin, 
Australian, .consist® of an acid resin, dammaric acid, ana 
: a neutral resin, dammaran. 

f Ba*mmaret, Obs. Also damour^t, [ad. F. 

| damcret * an effeminate fondling or fond carpet 
knight’ (Cotgr.) * deriv. of dame lady.] A ladies’ 
man : 1 one that spends his whole time in the 
entertaining or courting of women * (Cotgr.). 

1635 Drumm. of Hawth. Commend. Verses', to 'Person's' 
Varieties, The Lawyer here may learne Divinity The' 
Divine, Lawes . , The Dam mare t respectivelytofight, 'I’he 
Duellist to. court a Mistresse right, a 1649 — Fa m. Efist 
Wks, (17x1) 145 Place me with a damouret . . if I praise him 
in the presence of his mistress, he will be ready to. perform.' 
like duties to me. 

Dammas, -a&ke, obs. forms of Damask. 


Bammasin, obs. form of Damson. 

Bamine (danni). Also 7 dammee, 7-9 
dammy. 

1 . ini. Shortened form of Damn met used as a 
profane imprecation. 

c 1643 Howell Lett. (1650) I. 237 My Lord Powis . . 
said, dammy if ever he come to be King of England, I 
will turn rebel. 1652 Total Rout in Commie. Ballads 
(Percy Soc.} 132 Hee's not a gentleman that wears a sword, 
And fears to swear dammee at every word. 1791 Wolcott 
(P. Pindar ) Magpie <$• Robin Wks. 1812 II. 476 Damme is it 
you ? 1848 Thackeray Van. Pair Iv, Tandyman wouldn't 
pay : no, dammy, he wouldn’t pay. 

2 . as sb. a. The oath itself, or its utterance. 

1775 Sheridan Rivals in. iv, Let me begin with a damme. 

1823 Byron Juan xi. xliii, And yet the British * Damme V 
rather Attic. 

f b. transf. A person addicted to using this 
oath ; a profane s wen re r. Also t damme- boy. Obs. 

x6x8 Mynshul Ess. Prison 45 Though he steale his 
band of tenne thousand Dam-mees. <2x658 Cleveland N.', 
Punks and dammy-boys. x66 2 N ewcome Diary 1 Chetham 
Soc.) 52 The ranting dammees of y" nation. 1674 Cotton 
Compl. Gamester in Singer Hist. Cards 335 A grand-jury 
of dammees. 

f 3 . attrib. or adj. Obs. 

x 65 o H. Ams P'annaticks Mile * iij b, That multitude of 
dammy and debauched Baudy-houses. 

Damme, obs. form of Dam, Damn, 

Bammed (clsemd), ppl. a. [f. Dam v . 1 + -etl] 
Furnished with a dam; obstructed or confined by 
a dam (usually with up). 

1664 Dryden Did. Queen iv. i. Like dammed -up streams. 
1879 Atcherley Boerland 97 This race was intended to 
bring water from a dammed creek, 

Dammer (dse*moii, sb. [f. Dam vj + -er 1 ] 
One who constructs clams. 

1816 Scorr Antiq . xxiii, Auld George Glen the dammer 
and sinker. 

f Da*mmer, v. Obs. rare . [Cf. Ger. diimmern 
to become dim, to dim.] To make dim or dark. 

x6xo Holland Camden's Brit. (1637) 649 So great© a 
mercate towne and faire withal! that . . it damniereth and 
dimmeth the light in some sort of Radnor. 

Dammer, var. Dammar, resin. 

Dammes, -ys, obs. Sc. ff. Damask. 

Damming tdae-miq), vbl. sb. [-ingL] The 
action of the verb Dam 1 ; obstructing or confining 
by a dam. (Also with up.) 

xSax Playfair lllustr Hutton. Tk. 353 The damming 
up of those rivers. *86x Hughes Tom Brown at Oaf. 
xvii. 11889) 162 A small brook., with careful damming is 
made to turn a mill. 

Bammisel, obs. form of Damsel. 

Ba’mmislis, v. Sc. Also daimisli. [Possibly 
a variant of Damage ; OF. had damachier beside 
damagier. But cf. Ger. ddmisch stupid.] 

1 1 . trans. To stun, stupefy. Obs. 

<2x398 Bollock On the Passion 16x6) 38 fjamd As 
a man who falls downe from an high place . lyes without 
sense, and is dammished with the fall, 1722 Wodrow Hist. 
SuJL Ch , Scot. II. 25 He was perfectly dammished with' 
the stroke. 

2 . To bruise the surface of (an apple or similar 
fruit) by a knock. 

In south of Scotland (daimish). 

Dammosen, obs, form of Damson, 

Damn (deem', v. Forms: 3-6 dampne, (4 
dempne, damp), 4 7 damn©, (5 dame, 5-6 
damme, 5-7 dam, 7 darnb), 7- damn. [a. OF. 
dampne -r, damne-r, ad. L. damnare, dampndrz, 
orig, to inflict damage or loss upon, to condemn, 
'"doom to punishment ; taken 'early- into:- F. in legal 
and theological use. Cf. .Fr. dampnar. It. damnare l\ 
f I. trans. To pronounce adverse judgement on, 
affirm to be guilty ; to give judicial sentence 
against ; ^ Condemn i (in part\ 2. Obs . 

a 1300 Cursor M. *3756 (Colt. ), I damp f>e not quar-so |x>u 
far, .But go mi forth and sin na mar." 1382 Wy< lif John 
viii, xo Worn man, wher: ben thei that accusiden thee? no 
man dampnede thee, c 1385 Chaucer X. G. 'IF. .Prol 387. 
It is no maysterye for a- lord To dampne. a man wuh-oute 
answere. 1440 J. Shirley Dethe K. James 1x8x8) 23 This 
..same Erie of Athetelles was endited, arreyhed, and dampned. 
1483 Caxton G, de la Tour N iij, Ye hadde .made hym to' 
he dampned and-. destroyed without© cause. ^ *493,'X5s.x.£«e 
Damned x}. 

f b. To condemn to a particular penalty or fate ; 

I to doom ; Condemn % 6. Obs. 

. a 1300 Cursor M. (Gdtt.) Bat. ananias ' and' his ' wijf 
1 For su'ilk he' dampned ■ kai®' 'of fijf. 0x320 R. Brunne 
[ Medit* 336 .'Pylat, .dampnede his . Lorde to dye on the croys. 
c 1460 Tmmeiey'.MysLaog Pylate, do .after us. And 'dam to-, 
deth Jesus. x<fe Caxton Geld, Leg, 38 2/®, ii. 'thousand 
peplecristen which had been, long© there dampned for to; 
hewe the mar We, xggy N.' Arthur (Copland) viii, ii, So 
she 'was dampned by the assent of the barons to_be brent e, 
1559 Mirr, Mag*, Tresilian xvii, 'I. poore TresUyao .was 
'. dampned to the 'galowes. • . x6xi Steed Hist. Gt. Brit. vi. 
xlviu. x68 Let the 'Edict be dambd to eternal silence.'': 1734 
■"■Pot* Mm. Mem tv, 284 See Cromwell damned to everlasting 
fame. xBps ' Bi.ackmork Maid, of Sk. 1x881 * 69, ; l will . take 
■ it as a-separate case, ' and' damn the country' in the fees.: ' ' 

f 2 . To adjudge and pronounce (a thing, practice, 
■.'etc,) to be bad ; . to adjudge'- or . declare forfeited, 
unfit for use, invalid, or illegal; to denounce or 


BAME*. 


DAMHATORX 


annul authoritatively ; to Condemn. Obs. exc. as 
in b, or as associated with other senses. 

c 1386 Chaucer Wife's Prol. 70 For hadde God co 
maundid maydenhede, Than had he dampnyd weddyng 
with the dede. 1387 Tkevisa Higden (Rolls) VIII. 289 
Kyng Edward dampned sodeynliche fals_ money Jjat was 
slyliche i-brougt up. 1483 Rich. Ill in Ellis Ong. Lett « in. 
xlii. 1. 105 Damnyng and utterly destroying all the stamps 
and Irons. 1556 Chron. Grey Friars (Camden ) 20 And 
also there [Paul’s Cross} . . ware many bokes of eryses.. 
damnydand brent before hysface. 1635 Pag rrr Ch ristianogr. 
m. (1636) 40 A Councell, in which Image-worshippe was 
damned. 1676 Wycherley Ft. Dealer Prol., And with 
faint praises one another damn [cf. Pope Prol. Sat 200]. 
1700 Welwood Mem . <ed. 31 231 All the Charters in the 
Kingdom were damn d in the space of a Term or two. 1797 
Godwin Enquirer n. vii. 266 We should [not] totally damn 
a man’s character for a few faults. 1868 G. Duff Pol. 
Surv. 9 An assembly . .gathered^ together for the express 
purpose of damning modern civilization. 

b. spec. To condemn (a literary work, usually 
a play) as a failure ; to condemn by public expres- 
sion of disapproval. 

1654 Whitlock Zootomnx 254 We gloss* him with I nvec- 
tives, or damne the whole Rook for Erratas. 1696 tr. Du 
Mont's Voy. Levant Avij, The Book must be damn’d for 
the Clownishness of the Author. 1749 Fielding Tom Jones 
xiil xi, A new play, at which two large parties met, the one 
to damn, and the other to applaud, 1791 Boswell Johnson 

an. 1777, A comedy by Mr. Hugh Kelly, which, .in the 
play-house phrase, was damned, i860 J. P, Kennedy IV. 
Wirt I, xx. 309 The ordeal of facing the authorship of a play 
that has been damned. 

+ C. Used by C overdale as a rendering of Heb, 
Dn-H to devote to destruction. Obs. 

1535 Coverdale Josh. vi. xS Howbeit this cite, & all 
that is therm, shalbe damned vnto the Lorde. .Onely be- 
warreof it that is damned, lest ye damne you re sdues yf ye 
take ought of it which is damned), ibid, xi, n • He. .smote 
all the souks that were therin with the edge of the swerde, 
and damned it. .& damned Hasor with fyre. 

8. tran.f. To bring condemnation upon ; to prove 
a curse to, be the ruin of, 

1477 Earl Rivers tCaxton) Dictes 68 The wikked werkes 
dampne and distroye the good. 1611 Shaks. Cymb. in. iv. 
76 Hence vile Instrument, Thou shalt not damne my band. 
1007 — Timott iv. iii. 165, 1691 T, H’ale] New Invent. 

p. lxxxiii, He would damn all Patents that damned the 
River. 1728 Young Love Fame iii, (1757* 101 Who borrow 
much. .And damn it with improvements of their own. 1848 
Lev G. Bkntinck in Broker Pafiers III. xxv. 165 The 
Budget has damned the Whig Government in the country. 
1893 Publishers* Circular 3 June 623/1 Chapman’s . .remark- 
able preface, .if written by a modern author would at once 
damn his book 

4. 7'heol. To doom to eternal punishment in the 
world to come ; to condemn to hell. 

c 1325 Metr. Horn. 112 Sain Jon hafd gret pile That silo 
a child suld dampned be. <*1340 Ham pole Psalter j. 6 
Wicked sail noght rise., for to dime, hot for to be denied 
and dampned. 1483 Canton G. tie la Tour E ij, He 
wold pray god for hym that he myght know* whether she 
was dampned or sawed. *1x533 Jub. Burners Muon xlv. 
351 Haue pyte of your own* soule, the whiche shal be 
dampnyd in hell. 1638 Chilling w. Relig. Prat 1, ii. $ 101 
You 'damn* all to the fire, and' to Hell, that any way differ 
from yon. 1727 Swift To Very Young Lady, Some people 
..take more pains to be damned, than it would cost them to 

be. saved. 1870 M. Conway ii arthw, Pilgr. xxiti. 270 He 
had rather be damned with Plato than saved with those 
who anathematised him. 

b. tram/. ■ To cause 'or occasion' the eternal 
damn niton of. 

1340 Ayenh. 115 He is manslaytearid him-zelue dam neb m e 
*ayp he wry tinge. 1377 Lance. . P. PC B, xii. 92 Rigt so 
gothics body bretheren but it. be worthily taken, Dampneth 
vs atte .daye of dome, c X440 York Myst xlviii 161 pe 
dedis f;»t vs schall dame be dene. 1547 Bauldwin Mon 
Philos, n* iii, The justice of God. and. their owne desert ea 
damn* them vnto everlasting death, .1658 Whole Duty Man 
'am, § 1. 127 Some,. make it their only comfort, that their 
'■ enemies will damn themselves by it. ' a 1703 JiwRKwr On 
N. T., Luke i, 66 ’Tis. . the -contempt and neglect of the 
acrament that damns, 1837 J. H, Newman. Par. Serrn , 
(ed. 2) III. xv. 235 You have the power to damn yourself. 

. ' f e. In .passive sense' ■: * be damned, ■ Obs. rare. 

' x6ix Beau.m. & Fl. Philaster iv. ii, Cle, Sir,' shall I He? 

. King. Yes, He and damn, rather than tell me that. 1625 
Massinger New Way u, i, So 'he serve My' purpose, let 
• him. hang :©rdamn,T care not. ■ 

;5,. Used '.profanely "(chieilyin optative, and often, 
with', no subject expressed) in imprecations and'', 
exclamations, expressing emphatic objurgation or 
reprehension -of' a person" or thing, or ..sometimes, 
merely'.' an outburst 'of .irritation or impatience, 
(Now. very often ' printed' * d — ~ n ’ or. 'd- — - \ in.: 
■pa. pple. Vd— - d l) 

1x431 Joan of Arc' in De-Bamute Dues, de Bmtrgmm'vu 
31.6 'Maisy fussent-ils pies apgkis] cent ttiifle Godtfem de 
pirn quit pp&erit, ils^n’rturont pm ce rdyaumed " *5%» Papist 
»*. IfatfketXxBii) 16 Hang’ a spawn® f • drowofe it; alls one, 
danme.it!. x&s Shaks. wacky. Hi it The diueli damne' 
thee' blacke, thou^ream-fec'd Loone,.. '.1633 T, Stafford 
.I’ac, lid, vi. (x 8 m Japs His owne manifold Tetter*. ..(full of 
God damne himb 1709 Steele Toiler : No. .*3 r 1, . Call the 
Chairmen ; Damn km, I warrant they are at the. Ale-house'" 
already 1 : xyst Smollett Per. ■Pick! mm, ITI-: bee ; — «—-dl ■ ir. 
ever 'I'Cross the ;back 'Of a horse' again. *8*5 Scott Guy if. 
xxxvi, Then take 'broadswords, and be d-— — d' to you, 2859 
Dickens T. two Citiescii, One. pull more and' you’re at the 
top, and, be damned. to you, '• X849 Thackeray' Psadatmi* 
xx vii, D— — it, ; I love' you : I am your Old. father* 

6. To- imprecate damnation upon j to .curse, swear 
at (using the word * damn J ). XI m absal 
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1624 Massinger Pari. Love i. v, If you have travelled 
Italy, and brought home Some remnants of the language, 
and can . . Protest, and swear, and damn. 5665 Duydk.v 
Indian Emj>. Epil., Their proper business is to damn the 
Dutch. 1796 Stedman Surinam I. vii. 135 Insulted by 
a row-boat, which damned him, and spoke of the whole crew 
in the most opprobrious terms. 1848 Macaulay* Hist. 
Eng . (1871) Il.xiii. 49 The dragoons.. cursing and damning 
him, themselves, and each other, at every second word. 
Damn (dsem), sb. [f. prec. vb. 

(The conjecture that, in sense 2, the word is the Hinds dam, 
dawm, an ancient copper coin, of which x6oo went to a rupee 
(see Yule), is ingenious, but has no basis in fact.)] 

1. The utterance of the word ‘ damn ’ as a profane 
imprecation. 

1619 Fletcher M. Thomas 11. ii. Rack a maids tender 
ears, with dam’s and Devils. 17x9 De Fob Crusoe 1 1850) 
II. 460 ‘ What 1 he no hear you curse, swear, speak de great 
damn V X775 Sheridan R ivals n. i, Ay, ay, the best terms 
will grow obsolete. Damns have had their day. 2849 
Thackeray Pendennis Ixvii, How many damns and curses 
have you given me, along with my wages? 1877 Besant & 
Rice Son of Vide. 1. xii, That [oath] once discharged, he 
relapsed, .into numerous commonplace damns, 

2. Used vaguely (in unconventional speech) m 
phrases not worth a damn , not to rare a damn. 
(Cf. Curbs sb. 2 lb) 

1760 Goldsm. Cit. W. xlvi, Not that I care three damns 
what figure I may cut. 18x7 Byron Diary Wks. (1846) 
423/1 A wrong ,. system, not worth a damn. 1827 Scott 
Jrnl. (1890) II. 2a Boring some one who did not care a d — 
about the matter, so to speak. 1849 Macaulay Life if Lett. 
(1883) II. 257 How they settle the matter 1 care not, as the 
Duke [of Wellington] says, one twopenny damn. 
Damn(e, obs. perron.) form of Dae. 
Bamnability (daminabiditi ’ . jTnext] Quality 
of being damnable; liability to damnation. 

1332 More Confut. T indale Wks. 438/1 The damnabilitie 
belonging to the monall offence. 1648 III*. Duwa Angels 
Rejoic. 10 It may bring a dnmnabilit y (as the School* speakes 1 , 
but not damnation. 1845 Carlyle Cromwell I, iv. 72 Which 
in that time meant temporal and eternal Damriahility. 

Banmabl© (darmnabT), a. Also 4-6 darnp- 
nable. [a. K. damnable, in 12 -13th c. dampnahle, 
ad. L. dam{p)ndbilis, f. damnare : see Damn.] 
f 1. Worthy of condemnation ; to be reprobated ; 
highly reprehensible. Obs. (or merged in 2,4) 
rx33o Wycuf Sel. Wks. III. 341 Myche more ben Jwd 
dampnahle }rat Ietten G oddis. Jawe toshyne. 1509 Barclay 
Shv} of Polys 123 Than it [dauusyngt*] in erth no game is 
more damnable. 1634 I’rynnk Documents agst. Prynne 
(Camden) 21 For a man to endeavour to defraud* the King* 
of this treasure is a most damnable offence. 1841 Emerson 
Led, Conservative Wks. (Bohn* II 268, 1 observe that there 
is a jealousy of the newest, and that the seceder from the 
seeeder is as damnable as the po{>e himself. 

f b. Liable to judicial condemnation. Obs. rare. 
<•1460 Toumeley Myst. 193 Sir Cayphas, hi my wytt, he 
shuld be dampnabiile. 

2. Subject to divine condemnation ; liable to or 
worthy of damnation. 

1303 R. Brunnk Handl. Synne 3768 pys synne yss nat 
dampnahle But hy t be seyde custummable. a *340 Ham folk 
Psalter xvii. s$ y« pynes of dampnaln! mem 1532 More 
Confut. Tindaie Wks. 475/a The contrarye belief* per* 
tayneth to the damnaaon of .our souks, if heresy* he 
damnable. 16x4 H. Greenwood Jayle Delivery 468 O what 
must poore lamentable damnable I doe to be aaved. *751 
Smollett Per. Pie- xxxvi. Those enthusiasts who look 
upon every schism from the established articles of faith as 
damnable. 1882-3 Schaff Encyti. Relit, Knowl I I. 1366 
Who makes us damnable . .of his own will. 

T 8, Causing .loss or harm ; hurtful, pernicious. 
Obs. ram. 

<1x420 Pa Had. on Husk 1. *8t Yf thi wey lie fouk, it is 
dampnahle. __ 1659 B. Harris Parivais iron Age 108 A most 
damnable Victory to the House of Austria, 
t b. Causing damnation. Obs. rare, 
a x6tf Hikron Serrn, (16^4) The mercy of God, if it 
bee rightly applyed, there is nothing more comfortable ; if 
it be abused, .there is nothing more damnable. 

L As a strong expression of angry dislike for 
merely as a strong intensive) : Fit to be ‘damned * ; 
‘damned*, ‘confounded \ (Now regarded as vulgar 
or profane.) 

1594 Sir J. Harington In Nugm Antiq. (1804) 1, 167, 1 will 

whw a damnable storie, and put it in goodlie verse, about 

Lord* ^ 1596 Shaks. t Hen, I V, 1, ii. 101 0, thou bast damn* 

. able iteration, x6od— • Tr. 4 Cr. v, i 29 Thou damnable box 
of ermy thou. 171a H earne Collect (Oxf, Hist. Sot:. ) 1 II. 347 
This isa damnable Shame. : 1843 Lytton Last Barons x. vi* 
'1'hat diumiable wizard and lus witch child, 18B0 Mrs, 
Forrester Roy if - V, II. J43 . That blackguard has been 
telling his damnable lies to you. . 

fB. as ad®. Damnably, execrably; also as 
a strong intensive. Obs. 

i6tx Shaks. Wint T, w. H. x8S That did but shew thee 
..inconstant, .And damnable tngratefulh 1608 Davenant 
Man's the Mmter Wks. 1x673) 352' She’s damnable hand* 
»» I *678 Btm yam Pilgr. 1. 152 After he went to the iron 
gate [of Doubting Castle] . . but that lock went daamable 
hard, yet the key did open it. . 17x2-33 Arkuthnot John 
Bull 1. xv, (1755)29 They are damnable greedy of the pence. 

Ba’mnableness. [f. prec. + -kess.] The 
quality of being damnable. 

1638 ' Ckillingw. Relig, Prot. Answ. to Pref. ' 1 519 The 
question being of the Damnableness, of Error. 
Damnably (dse*mnabli), adv, [f* as prec. 4 - 
~ly 2,] Iu a damnable manner, 
f 1. So as to deserve or incur damnation. Obs, 
e *386 Chaucer Meld. i»86o Cu.rsed.ly and dampnably we' 


ban ygilt ageinst goure gret lordship. 155a Act 5/ Edw. 
VI, c. x § r A great* nomine of People, do wiliullye ami 
dampnably* . . a'bstayne and refuse to come to their ramhe 
Churches. *651 C. Cartwright Cert Relig. 1. 149 it is 
granted, that the invisible Church cannot err* damnably, 
x 768-74 Tucker Lt Nat. 1,1852) II. 64 He should make 
himself damnably wicked as fast as lie can. 

2. Ik a ‘ damnable’ way, execrably, confoundedly; 
sometimes merely as a strong intensive. (Now con- 
sidered vulgar or profane.) 

1596 Shaks. x Hen. IV, iv, ii. .14, I haue mis-vs’d the 
Kings Press* damnably. *667 Dryoen Wild Gallant 1. i, 

I was drunk; -damnably drunk with ale. 2:687 Congreve 
Old Bach . 1. i, I find 1 am damnably in. love, c xySS hi 
Hanway 7 rav. (1762*417, I hate the dutch most damnably. 
2843 Dickens Lett (1880) 1 . 87 The bitterness of hearing 
those infernally and damnably good old times extolled. 

Bamnage, obs. form of Damagk. 

Damnation (daemu^’Jaa). Also 3-6 damp- 
naeion, -ouxt, etc.' ■ [a* F. damnation, in 121I1 c, 
datnfnaUon , -adon, ad. L. damipftaii&wim, n, of 
action i damnare ; see 'Damn v.j 
1 1 . The action of condemning, or fact of being 
condemned (by judicial sentence, etc.); comlcmna* 
tion. Obs. exc. as in b. 

a xjoo Cursor M. .x^atCott. ) JHh traitur. Ftw lib tnett 
lauerd soght vn-to dampnacioti. xjta Wvcup Luke Jodis* 
40 Kethir thou dredist Cod, that thou art in the tmtm 
dampuaciotm ? 1534 More On the Passion t Wkt. r 15176, > 

Her offspring, .hac not fallen in dampnacion of death, 
1639 Lau» Wks. 1x849) D* bi a eoundl Pope Ale*.* 
ander ill condemned Peter Lombard of heresy, mid he lay 
under that damnation for thirty and iix years, 

b. The damning of a play, etc. by publicly ex- 
pressed disapproval. 

*74* Fielding J, Andrews 111 x. Don’t lay the dmimthn 
of your play to my account. xBao 1 ,,am» Let. to Manning 
26 Dec., I met him in the lobby immediately after the daittsia* 
tion of the Professor 'a play, 1806 H. Siddone Maid, Wife, 
etc. I I. 147 The fatal cough, well known to author* m the 
sure forerunner of dramatic damnation. 

2. Thtol, Condemnation . to eternal ptmisbmrnt 
in the world to come ; the fact of being damned, or 
doomed to hell ; spiritual ruin ; perdition, (i)]>- 
posed to sahmtim,) 

a X300 Cursor M. 16455 tCott.) pal die* F«ir)fi**tlf dampna* 
cion . . And brocht vs til .naluacion. <r *340 Hahvouu Pmm 
Tr. (1866) 7 Sentence of dampnacyeme idle one me. e 14m 
Chnm, Ptiod, 193 pal Ids *owle was sattyd from dampna* 
cyon, xS4* Barnes Wks. <'1573) Hee would® haue hell 
or cue Hasting danipnation to hy* .reward*, x6»6 H. C 
Times Whistlt vi. 348* Whose toricupiiwrence, Like thine, 
deservde black belles damnation, twj Milton P, L. i, vis 
T hat with reiterated crimes lie might Heap on hii»»«lf 
damnation. 27x9 Young Rmmgt v. ii, So Lucifer broke 
into Paradise, And soon damtmtmn fulbw’d. *869 W, lb 
Mackav Graet 4- Truth (18751 *43 You are, Q wriner, on 
the edge of eternal damnation. 

b. Cause or occasion of damnation or ruin ; tin 
incurring or destTving damnation. 

X377 Lamgl. /*. PI II. xii, 89 Goclde* body, -.detl* and. 
dampnaciouti to hem |»i*t dyeth yuel, 1 1386 Lmaicsi 
Wife's T. an ‘My love?’ quod he, * *my, my, ntydampttn* 
cioun 1596 Shake. Merck. V, *1, vii. 49 T were damnattoa 

To thinke so base -a thought, 1605 Mmk 1, vii. so 

H» Verities Will pleade like Angels, 'YmmimCitmgn'd 
against The deep* damnation of his taking off. tf m SWirv 
T» Dr. Sheridan, ’Pell me .. What name far it iiiaM, watt 
the first loan’s dManathmf 

3 . In profane use : a. as an imprecation, or ex* 
clamaiion of emphatic, objurgation. 

*604 Shaks. 0th. in, iii. 396 Death, and damnation, Oh ! 
1709 Stiilk Taller No, "137 r* | tie] invokes Hell and 
Damnation at the Breaking of x&ltm. 1747 GmtL Mag, 
XVII. 46 The ensign more than once drank * Damnation to- 
aU Scotchmen *836 &l asrvat Mid * 4 Emy xii. 39 
4 Damnation I ’ cried the master, who was, maxi with rage.' 
b. as adj. or adv. « * Damned 
tf&f Lloyd Satyr 4 .Pedlar I’oei, 'Wks. f, 57, The wit 
with metaphors makes bold, And tell** you fee's mmmmtkm 
cold ; Perhaps that metaphor forgot, the selfsame witS dam* 
tm tion hot. *77* Atm. Reg. Tp Hail hopeful Cambridge! 
once did all thy sons O’er tea damnaiim . hot, mukt damn'd 
odd pirns *843 Marry at M. Violet xxxvi, He would have 
the live* of the damned Krem hinimmtd hi 1 * danmation lioi *e, 

1 4 . jReman Lam, (tr, L. dammtba^ wtlli" -reference 
to damms condemned, sentenced, licmiu! to make 
a gift or contribution.] (See cptoL) 
xMo Muwhkad Ulpimt xxiv, lira, Dm mwt advantageotis 
fur in of legai y 1* that hy damnation, *880 Gaim Digest 
£»8 A legacy by damnation, ,wm one in which th* teamtor 
imposed an obligation on his heir to give, to |.he legatee tht’ 
thing bequeathed, ami wh ch afforded the latter a petaona) 
.claim 'again* the lielr, but no real right in tire- object of 
bequest. 

Hence f Damna*tionly adv. « prec, | b. 
kyhm.Opumm, Life of Nash (Globe «!. 1 549/*, I knew him 
when he and I. were students -at Oxford, when* w« kiili 
studied daiimatbnly hard. 

Damnatory (cte*msteri\ a, fad I,, damnd- 
tdri-us, "t tge»t*n, from' dam-mire > ; 

see -Damn z\] 

1, Conveying condemnation ; condemnatory, 

-Cam- Pr*L Mmg.f The Smimvet . , it ®st pretieiiifcd 
to be danoatpry, xtxy Couatucs Biop Lit IL xxi. nS, 
* d© not arraign the keroiiesfi or asperity of its damnaswry 
style, '*884 PmHMmHG. 12 .Dee, 3/1 Mo one who toowi 
Dean Borgon will fee sarpmed to tad t-liat hi* vmw of thorn 
changes i»'entirri 3 r:'«lR»»S-tom' 
b. Occasioning condensation ; damning or 
txxmom in effect. 
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DAMP, 


1858 j. B. Norton Topics 157 It was either a sneer or 
a most damnatory admission. 2862 W. M. Rossetti in 
Fraser's Mag. July 70 It is a fatal weakness in art, more 
damnatory by far than even the tendency to ungainliness. 

2 . Theol. Containing or uttering a sentence of 
damnation ; consigning to damnation ; damning. 

1738 Neal Hist. Purit. IV. 617 Athanasius’s creed being 
disliked by reason of the damnatory clauses, 1838 Arnold 
Let. in Stanley Life # Carr. ( 1844) II. viii. 122, I do not 
believe the damnatory clauses in the Athanasian Creed 
under any qualification given of them, 1882-3 Schaff 
Encycl. K dig. Know l . I. 204/2 Nor was the absence of 
baptism damnatory. 

Hence Ba’mnatorily adv. 

*892 J. Barlow Irish Idylls iv. 79 Somewhat damnatorily 
faint praise. ’ 

Damned (dsemd, poet, dsemned), ppl. a. [f. 
Damn v. + -ed 1 ,] 

f I. Condemned, judicially sentenced. Ohs. 

c 1440 Promp. Pant, 113 Dampnyd, dampnatus. 149s 
Act xx Hen., VI I, c. 48 § 2 Felons, fugitif, outlawed, convicts 
and dampned persones. 2551 Robinson tr. More's Utop. 

1, (Arb.l 49 Condempned to be common laborers.. In some 
partes, .these seruing men > for so be these dampned persons 
called 1 do no common worke. 2626 Brent tr. Sarpis Hist . 
Counc. Trent 1 1676) 442 To shew what Books did contain 
damned or Apocryphal Doctrine. 1821 Lamb Elia Ser. 1. 
Witches , The reveries of the cell-damned murderer. 

b. Condemned by publicly expressed disapproval, 
as a play, etc. : also l runs/. of an author. 

2708 Pope Let. to Cromwell 10 May, Damnation follows 
death in other men, But your damn’d Poet lives and writes 
agen. 1710 Hid. 17 May, I am, it must be own’d, .dead in 
a poetical Capacity, as a damn’d Author. 

2 . Theol. Doomed to or undergoing eternal pun- 
ishment; condemned or consigned to hell. 

2393 Gower Con/. 1 . 189 O dampned man to belle. 2508 
Fisher Whs. (1876) 20 The dampned spyrytes. 2390 Shaks. 
M ids. N. m. ii. 382 Damned spirits all, That in crosse- waies 
and fiouds haue burial!. 1667 Milton P. L. n. 482 For 
neither do the spirits damn’d Lose ail their virtue. 1882 
Rossetti Ballads <f* Sonn., Rose Mary 11. 43 Full well hath 
thy treason found its goal, O thou dead body and damned 
soul. 

b. absol. as sh. pi, The souls in hell, * the lost J . 

? 2507 Commnnyc. C ij. The payne . . That dampned haue 

in hell. *610 Shaks. Temp , *, it, It was a torment To lay 
upon the damn'd. 2652 Hobbes Leviath. m. xxxviii. 242 
The place of the Damned. 1827 Pullok ( curse T. v, In 
dreadful apparition, saw before His vision pass the shadows 
of the damned. 

c. .See quot. (Cf. F. Arne dam nee.) 

a 1792 Grose Olio, Grumblerv iii. (17961 30 Men who attend 
at the Custom house, under the denomination of Damned 
Souls, in order, for a certain fee, to swore out any goods 
whatsoever for the merchants, 
f 8. Lying under, or worthy of, a curse ; accursed, 
damnable, execrable. Obs. exc. as in 4, or as a con- 
scious extension of 2. 

2363 Nowell in Liturg. Sent. Q. Flint. (1847) 493 Filthy 
and dampned Mahomet, the deceiver of the world. 2603 
Knolles Hist. Turks (1621) 48 A damned writing was 
subscribed by the young emperour her son. 2603 Shaks. 
Mach. v. i. 39 Out damned spot : out I say. 1667 SnqR. 
Moray in Lauderdale Papers (1885) If. Iv. 88 There is a 
Damned book come hither from beyond sea called Naphtali, 
or the Wrestlings of the Church of Scotland. 2792 Wol- 
cott (P. Pindar 5 Ode to Burke Wks. 1812 III. 35 \V hat Bat- 
like Demon, with the damn’dest spite, Springs on thy fame. 
2872 B. Taylor Faust (1875) I. xix. 174 And so, though 
even God forgive, On earth a damned existence live. 

4 . Used profanely as a strong expression of repre- 
hension or dislike, or as a mere intensive. Now 
usually printed * d — . d 

2396 Shaks. Tam. Shr. v. i. 122 Where is that damned 
villaine Tranio? 1664 Butler Hud. 11, ii. 832 And streight 
another with hi* Flambeaux, Gave Ralpho’s o’er the eyes 
a damn’d blow. 1749 Fielding Tom Jones xvi. ii, It is 

a d d lie, I never offered him anything. ^ 2830 Galt 

Lawrie T, 11849' **• i« 4 2 The pigs' may do their damnedst 
with me. ' 1848 Thackeray Van, Fair Iv, You would be 

a d fool not' to take the place. 

b. as adv. Damnably. 

*757 I. Loyd Satyr 4 Pedlar Poet. Wks. I. 57 Damn'd V 
the superlative degree ; Means that alone and nothing more 
..Examples we may find enough, Damn’d high, damn’d 
low, damn’d fine, damn'd stuff* . 1768 Foote Devil on 
2 Sticks 1, Wks. 2799 1 1. 251 .How damn’d hot it is ! 1848 

Thackeray Van. Fdirx iii, I believe she’s d d fond of me. 

Hence f Ba'mnedly adv. 

2607 Tourneur Rev. Trmg. hi. vi, Sup. Fell it out so 
accursedly I Amk So damhedlyt 1675 R, Head Art of 
Wheedling x86 He mortgages his Soul to tire Devil, by 
swearing danynedly there- b not a cleaner, piece, of Wine 
between Aidgate and Westminster, 
f Damnement, dampne-. Obs. rare. [a. OF. 
dam{p nement, f. dam{ppta\') Damnation. 

2480 Caxton. Ovid's Met. xv, x, Cleopatra. .shal be., 
deceyvedof herfolysshe eropryse unto shame and to dumpne- 
nient. 

Bamner (else* moi). [f. Damn v. + -ee i .] One 
who damns ; see the verb. 

2647 : Power -of Keys r. xao Hlndretl from being damners 
of other men. ■ 269$ Hjckrringill Wks. (271611, 337 Fewer 
Swearers and Cursers and' .Damners, . 2743; Garrick Lethe 
i, I was a great dmtmt fof plays] myself, before I was damn’d. 
.xS$» T. Parker in Life Com I. 130- Damnation is of no 
advantage to the damned, only to the damner,. 
t Ba’nmifi&Me, «. Obs. rare. [f. Damnify 4* 
-able -(here' in active "sense).]- - Injurious, hurtful, 
detrimental. 

x$k»4 T.. Weight Passims t. w. m To provide' for tltem- 


selues all those thinges that are profitable, and to avoyde all 
those things which are damnifieable. 

t Daaimrfic, a. Obs.~ 0 [ad. L. danrnifu-us, 
obs. F. damnifique , f. damnum loss, injury + -ficus 
-making, -doing : see -Fie.] Causing damage or 
loss ; injurious. 

1737 Bailey vol. II, Damnipick , that bringeth damage . . 
endamaging. [Hence in Johnson and mod. Diets.] 

Damnification (dse:mnifik^*jbn), [n. of a ction 1 
from Damnify ; see -ation.] The action of damni- j 
fying; infliction of injury or loss. (Now only in 
legal use.) 

1628 Donne Serm. John xiv. 26 Not onely disestimation ; 
in this world, and damnification here, but damnation in the i 
next world. 2798 Dallas Amer. Law Rep. II. 167 Putting 
the obligee in danger of being arrested is a damnification. 
1875 Poste Gains iv. Comm. led. 2) 623 Grievous damnifica- 
tion (laesio'l occasioned by some exceptional condition. 

Damnify (dse*mnifoi), v. Also 6-8 dampn-. 
[a. OF. damnijier (in 14th c. damnefier, dampni-) y 
ad. L. damnijudre (in I tala), to i. jure, i.damni- 
fic-us hurtful, injurious : see Damnific and -fy.] 

1 . trans. To cause injury, loss, or inconvenience 
to ; to injure, damage, hurt; to inflict injury upon, 
to wrong. (Very common in 17th c. ; now rare.) 
a. in estate, condition, or circumstances. (Now 
chiefly in legal use.) 

15x3 Act 4 Hen. VIM, c. 19 § 10 That no persone be. .in 
any wyse graved or dampnifyed by reason of any certificate. . 
excepte onely for rate and taxe beforeseid. 2374 Hkllowes 
Gueuara’s Fam. Up. 11584) 225^ The Judge is more damni- 
fied in his fame, than the suiter in his goods. 2614 T. 
Adams in Spurgeon Treas. Dav. Ps. x. 9 A money-man 
may not be damnified, but he may be damned. 2634 Gay- 
ton Pleas. Hires xv, ii. x8x Who could damnify her, who 
had nothing to lose, not so much as credit? 2737 Whiston 
Josephus' Ant iq. xi, vi. § 5 That the King might not be 
damnified by the loss of the tributes. 2891 Law limes XC. 
460/2 Induced by a fraudulent prospectus to make con- 
tracts whereby he was damnified. 

T b. To injure physically or bodilv. Obs. 

a 2362 G. Cavendish Wolsey (1893I 229 The cross., fa.ll- 
yng uppon Mayster Bonner’s hed. . whicne was dampnefied 
by the overthroweng of the crosse ^ 261s Woodall Snrg. 
Mate Wks. {1653) 11 You are sure either to bre->k them (the 
teeth] or to damnific the jaw bone. 27x3 M. Rogers Voy. 

3 oo Their Masts and Rigging being much damnified. 1812 
.Smyth Tract. Cast ims (xSai) 208 Hemp-seed and lin- 
seed, bad, mixed, or damnified. 

t c. To inflict injury upon in war, Obs. 

2398 Barret Theor. War res v. i. 223 Forts., placed, .in 
such partes as may most damnific the enemy, 2633 H. 
Cogan tr. Pinto's 7 ram Ixiv. 261 The besieged were there- 
with mightily damnified. 

f 2 . With double object : To subject (a person, 
etc.) to the loss of (so much money or property) ; 
to injure to a specified extent. Obs. 

2578 A. Parckhurst in Hakluyt Voy. Ill, 134 Togrant me 
leave to stay here so much of their goods as they haue damni- 
fied mee. 2632 Star Chamb. Cases \ Camden 1 63 S ' Cornelius 
hath been damnifyed hereby more than aooo’ 1 . 2721 St. 
German's Doctor 4 Stmt. 188, I think him bound to give 
restitution, .of all that they be damnified by it 
f 3 . To cause the loss of, bring to destruction or 
ruin. Obs. 

26x2 T. Taylor Comm. Titus i. 9 Satan s kingdome shall 
be destroyed and damnified. *'2045 Howell Lett, xv, iv. 
(1892^ 561 A most mischievous design that would have 
damnified not only his own soul, but destroyed the Party 
against whom it wits intended. 2693 Luttrki.l Brief Eel. 
(1857V III. 232 The privateers and other ships were haled 
a shore within the land, and were diuunifyed. 
t 4 . absol. l*o do injury. Obs. 

2621 Ainsworth Annot. Pentat. Ex. xxi. 28 Every living 
creature which is in the power of man, if it shall damnific, 
the owners are bound to pay for it. 
f 5 . intr. (in passive sense) : To become dam- 
aged ; to spoil. Obs. 

2722 E. Cooke Voy. S. Sea 312 Our Goods . - would 
damnify staying so long. 

Hence Da*rxmificd ppl. a Damanifying vbl. sb . 
and ppl a. 

[ 2543 Act 37 Hen. VIII , c. 6 § 1 A newe. .kind of Vice, 

| Displeasure, and dainpnifienge of the Kings true Subjects. 
2626 Surfl. & Markb. Country Fame 292 They that 
would haue them [Melons] grow vpon beds, as lesse damni- 
fying. 1690 Locke Govt. n. ii. § 2 The damnified Person 
has this Power of appropriating to himself the Goods or 
Service of the Offender. 2780 Banff Burgh Rec. in Cra- 
mond Ann. Banff it 843) if, 333, 1400 pounds of damni- 
fied teas. 1893 Ed in. Rev. July 61 Our author discredits 
alt stories concerning him.. which would be damnifying. 
Damning (darning), vbl, sb. [«ingL] 

1 . The action of the verb Damn, q. v. ; condemna- 
tion ; damnation. 

c 1400 Apol. Loll. iii. 17 To tak |>e sentence of daining. 
Ibid. xvfi. 61 Vndur syn, bondage, nor damping. C2400 
Rom. Rose 6645 He etith his ownc dampnyng. 2707 
Wycherley in Pope's Leii.i 1735) L 3a Tis my Infallible 
Pope has, or would redeem me from a poetical Damning. 

■ 2 . Profane swearing : cf. Damn v. 6 . ' 

> 2679 T. Siuen Hist. Sev antes 11. 26 Take heed of swear- 
ing, cursing, or 'damning, vpn B« Fog Col. Jack (1840) 
198, I heard a. great deal of swearing and damning, 
f 3 . A ‘ company ’ of jurors. Obs. 

2486 Bk, St. Album F y| b, A Dampnyng ofjtxmmris. ' 
Damning (dse-mhj, dse* nrnirj ),ppl a. J-IN0 2 .] 
1 . That damns ; that brings damnation, 
t **99 Marston See. Villame 1. iii. 185 T0 take a damning 
: periured oatla 2795 Southey Joan ef Arc in. 508 Such 


a look . .As shall one day, with damning eloquence, Against 
the oppressor plead 1 2803 1 '. Beddoes Hygeia x. 78 A re- 
ligion full of damning dogmas. 2882 A. B. Bruce Pared. 
Teaching of Christ n. viii. (1891 > 384 That the supreme virtue 
is love, and that the damning sin is selfish inhumanity. 

t b. In passive sense : Incurring damnation. 
Obs. rare. (Cf. Damn v. 4 c.) 

2633 G urn a it. Chr, in Arm. 11669) 283/2 [They] are so 
cruell to their dying damning souls, that they turn Christ 
their Physician out of doors, 

2 . That leads to or occasions condemnation or 
ruin. (Cf. Damn v. 3.) 

1798 Cooke in Ld. Auckland's Carr. H862) III. 422 We 
took up the two Shears to-day, with damning papers, 1844 
Disraeli Coningsbv vi. i, Without which, the statesman, 
the orator, the author, all alike feel the damning conscious- 
ness of being charlatans. 

3 . Addicted to profane swearing. 

2667 Pkfys Diary 14 June, The most debauched, damning, 
swearing rogues that ever were in the Navy. 

Hence Ba'innimgly adv., Bammingxiess. 

2709 Chandler Effort agst. Bigotry 32 No Party of 
Protestants is so in the Right that the other be charm- 
ingly wrong. 2643 Hammond Pract. C a tech. 1. § 3. 85 For 
the emptiriesse and damningnesse of them [sins]. 

+ Dauino’Se, a. Obs — ° [ad. L. damnos-us : 
see next.] Hurtful. So + Bamno'sity, h artful- 
ness. 1727 Bailey vol, II. 

Bamaons (dae-mnas), a. Maw. [ad. L. dam- 
71 os -ns, f. damnum hurt, harm, damage: see -ouft.j 
Of the nature of a damnum , i.e. causing loss or 
damage of any kind, whether involving a legal 
wrong (injury) or not. . Iier.ce Ba-xaaously adv. 

2870 Sir J. Mellor in Law Rep. 5 Ex eh. 249 All the 
injurious or damnous consequences . . resulted from an act 
done on the land of the owner. 1884 Ld. Blackburn in 
Law 7 'imes Rep. LI I. 146/1 They have injuriously, as. 
distinguished from damnously, affected the plaintiff’s rights. 

Damocles (dae’nwkl/zb [L. from Gr.] .Proper 
name, occurring in the expression sivord of Damo- 
cles, Damocles' sword, used by simile of tin imminent 
clanger, which may at any moment descend upon one. 

Damocles, a flatterer, having extolled the happiness of 
Dionysius tyrant of Syracuse,, was placed by him at a ban- 
quet with a sword suspended over his head by a hair, to 
impress upon him the perilous nature of that happiness. 
Hence Bamocle*axt a,, of or as of Damocles 
{erron. Damoclesian). 

2747 Scheme Equip, Men of War 58 Hanging over our 
Hi ads, like Damocles Sword. 2892 Law Times ' XC! L 
213/1 .Little do directors and their companies know of this 
sword of Damocles that hangs over them. 

1888 Voice iN. Y.) 12 Apr., This curse hangs over their 
homes, like a Damoclesian sword. 

!i Damoiseau (dm-mizdj. Obs. or arch. [a. OF. 
damoiseau, earlier damei dami-, damoisel :*-H 
dominicellus ; the masculine eorresp. to damoisel. 
Damsel.] A young man of gentle birth, not yet 
made a knight. (Occurring in 15th c. translations 
from French, and in modern archaists.1 
c 1477 Caxton Jason 5 The damoiseau Jason, <*2500 
M elusive 125 Two yang & fay. re damoyseauix brethren . . 

* Frende said the damoyselie, ‘be they so fayre damoy- 
seaux as ye say?’ 1870 Morris Earthly Par. 1 . 1* 194 Bo 
thou, O damoiseau, must wait; Tie up thine horse anigh. 
tlie gate. 2872 E. W. Robertson /list. Ess. * 290 .'.'The 
aspirant far knighthood was '.supposed Jo pass his life' be- 
tween 7 and 14 ns a page . . figuring during the next 7 years 
as a Damoiseau or Esquire. 

Damoisel, -elle, etc., obs, forms of Damsel. 
Damolic, see Damalic (acid), 

Damosel, -zel: see Damsel. 

Damosin, -zin, obs. forms of Damsor. 
Damouret, var. of Dammahet. 

Damourite Min. [Named by 

Delesse 1845 after The F. chemist Damour,]..' A 
hydrous potash mica, with pearly lustre, occurring 
in small yellowish scales. 

1846 Amer. Jml. Sc. Ser* n. I. xao Damourite, anew 
mineral.'' 2879 Rutley Stud. Rocks x. 134 Damourite and 
Seriate are hydrous potash .micas usually occurring' in scaly, 
aggregates. ' ■ 

Damp (daemp), 'sbX- In 5 domp. [Corresponds 
with .MjLG. and mod. D u. and 'Da. ffdmp' vapoorj. 

’ ' steam, ' ■ ■ smoke, ■ modJcel. damfr steam, ■. MHO. 

damp/, lamp f, mod.Ger. dainpf vapour, steam ; 

I- cf, also' Sw . . The... word is not.. known. 

| in the earlier stages: of -the" languages, •'■■and.- its 
| '.'history in Eng* before, its appearance "in' '1480 is 
! unknown ; it is difficult to conceive of its having 
| come down from OE. times without appearing ia 
j writing. See Damp zt.J 

! f 1 . An exhalation, a vapour or gas, of a noxious 
| kind. Obs. exc. as in h. '.' 

I 2480 Caxton Chron. Eug.lxxv. 58 After this dragon «hal 
opine, a goot and ther shal come oute of his iio&trel a domp 

■ that shal be token hunger and grete deth of peple. ' 

II.: Qoggs Hetes&mFs H u$b . 1. (*586* E b, The ' Fennes^aft'd 
Marshes, in the beate. of the yeere.doo send foortb pestitent' 
.'and deadly datapes.' Cogan H-adeu, He&ltka^xTke 

■ Plague) All infected lira manner' at one .instant by reason 
of a dampe or miste, which, arose within the '.Castle' yearcb 

Dekker ■, SetK ■ S femes mu ■■' lArkl. .4 f .''-What ■ rotteit 
stenches, and' contagious damps would strike :vp' into . thy 
| aosthrils? 266a 1 , Bargrave Pope Alex. 'VII {1S67) 12 r 
[ It '[the Catacombs] is a horrid place to 'go. into and" 
|. dangerous, for fear cf damps, 2744 Berkeley Siris § 144 
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In poisonous damps or steams, wherein flame cannot he 
kindled, as is evident in the Grotto del Cane near Naples. 
1774 Goldsm. Nat. Hist. ('17761 VIII. 31 Exposed . . to the 
damps and exhalations of the earth. 1824 W. Irving T. 
Trav. I. 52 The mode of keeping out the damps of ditch- 
water by burnt brandy, 

b. spec, in coal mines: (a) = Choke-damp; 
also called black damp, and suffocating damp . (b) 
« Fire-damp, formerly fulminating damp. 

2626 Bacon Syiva § 375 We see Lights will go out in the 
Damps of Mines. 1665 Phil. Trans. I. 44 The Colliers .. 
retired immediately and saved themselves from the erup- 
tions of the Damp. *670 W, Simpson Hydrol. Ess. 97 
A sulphureous damp.. which by the flame of a candle., 
might very probably take fire. 1695 Woodward Nat . Hist . 
Earth iv. (1723) 227 One is called the Suffocating, the other 
the Fulminating Damp. 1774 Pennant Tour Scat L in 1772, 
50 The damp or fiery vapour was conveyed through pipes to 
the open air, and formed a terrible illumination. <7x790 
Imison Sch. Art\. 106 Air that has lost its vivifying spirit 
is called damp. .The dreadful effects of damps are known 
to such as work in mines. 1836 Scenes of Commerce 
334 The miners, .also meet with foul air, _ called by them 
the black damp .. which suffocates the instant it is in- 
haled. 

jig. ax$gz H. Smith Whs, (2866! 1. 367 The remembrance 
of death is like a damp, which puts out all the lights of 
pleasure. 264a Vind. King i, An open Press® to clecre 
every imagination which is not stifled in this Dainpe. 

*f*2. Visible vapour ; fog, mist. Obs. 

(This being usually humid gives rise to the sense of 
‘moisture’ in 3.) 

i6ox Shaks. All's Well it. i. 166 Ere twice in murke and 
occidental! dampe Moist Hesperus hath quench'd her 
sleepy Lampe. 1739 Lady M. W. Montagu Lett. III. 8, 

I have lost all my bad symptoms, and am ready to think I 
could even bear the damps of London. 274a Young Nt,- 
Th. ii. 688 While rising vapours, and descending shades, 
With damps and darkness drown the spacious vale. i8o3 
J. Barlow Columb. in. 654 Thou darkening sky Deepen 
thy damps, the fiend of death is nigh. 
fig. 2635 Donne %rd Strut. John i. 8 Yet there is a damp 
or a cloud of uncharitahleness. 1752 Smollett Per. Pic. 
(1779) III. Ixxxi. 182 He hangs like a damp upon society, 
and may be properly called kill-joy. 2827 Pollok Course 
T. in, Sin, with cold, consumptive breath, Involved it still 
In clouds of mortal damp. 

3 . Moisture (diffused through the air as vapour, j 
or through a solid substance, or condensed upon 
a surface); dampness, humidity. (The ordinary 
current sense.) 

[1586' Cogam II avert Health ccxli, The coldness® of stones 
and the dampe of the earth are both verie hurtful! to our 
bodies.] 1706 Phillii'S fed. Kersey), Damp, Moisture, Wet- 
ness. 2758 Johnson Idler No. nr 10 He. .may set at de- 
fiance the morning mist and the evening damp. 1806 Sunk 
Winter in Land. fed. 3) III. 66 We keep fires in all the 
rooms by turns, so tlmt^ no damp has come to the tapestry. 
2838 Lytton Alice 1. vi, Mrs. Merton, who mini, afraid of 
the damp, preferred . staying within. 2875 J evons Money 
xi. 229 To corrode by exposure to air or damp. 

b. with pi. 1 Usually more concrete in sense.) 

I2S77 Ooock Here shocks Hush. 1, ((1586) 42 b, Howe so 
ever the Barne be, you must place it as hie as you may, 
least ye corne be spoyled with meysture or dampen.] 
*721 K. Bradley Whs. Nat. 266 An Hygrometer in the 
. , Conservatory, by^ which we might regulate the over 
■Moisture or Damps in the Air of the House. 1797 Mrs, 
Radcliffe Italian xxvi, Cold damps which hung upon his 
forehead betrayed the agony of fei» mind. 2839 Long**. 
Voices of Nr., V Emm., Amid the chills ami damps Of the 
vast plain where death encamps, .2858 Hawthorns />. k 
■Jic jmli r. I, lao Covered with damps, which collected and 
fell upon trn in occasional drops, 

C. slang. A drink, a ‘wetting’. (Damp v. 5 hP 
1837' Dickens Pkkw. xxvis, Welt Just give ourselves a 
■damp, Sammy. 

H A dazed or stupefied condition ; loss of con- 
sciousness or vitality, stupor, Obs. (Cf. Damps*. 2.) 

254a Becon Davids Harp 250 b, He was in a traum, 
that is to say in a dampe, .a stupoor, ' a l msheinent, and 
soden privadun of sence or fe&lyng. 255s H ulchrt, Trounce 
-or dampe, ec stasis. x66j^ Wood Lifts { Oxf, Hist, Soc.t II, 
240 'fit 'did! strike him into a damp, and being '.carried 
thence in a chaire to his. chamber, died the next day. 
*667 Milton P, L, xi. '293 ' Adam by thk from the cold 
sudden damp Recovering, and his scatterd spirits mtumd. 

f xx Vind. Sackmwreii 94 He..struck a damp upon 
i.hig}g0|sm, and laid, it i» a State, of Death, tytz Ao- 
djson Sped. Mo. 538 r 3, 'I 'felt a general Damp 'and 
a Faintness all over me. 

3 . A state of dejection ; depression of spirits. 

2606 G. W[omw;ocke 1 tr» Justin 22 a, Their heartes were 
stricken , into a great dampe, and; were so discouraged* that j 
fetc,|». ifi|7 Clarendon Hist. KM. v» « tjem) I, 550 He found ' I 
"a: great damp upon the spirit ■ of the ; Goveri»ur, "269a ! 
. JL ; . D'JEstra^g*. JosepJmf Antif,. x. xife (1733). 275 The . 1 
Dread^of this' Decree, putvall 'PeopleTnto a general Damp . : 
and 'SilemNt., > 2760' .'/D/ectef I. 13 [This]' put ; 
a, sudden d.ainp to their *eah , xB^PnmcerttBml, f Is* - ; 
(1846) I. ix. 398 This news struck a damp into the hearts of j 
the Castilians. '"2840 Bmwmm Sorde-m ¥,'433' This idle' ; 
damp 'Befits" not I 
8. A check, discouragement. 

*587 Greene Card*- of Emcie Wk%* *81® IV# -30 To | 
driue him more into doleful dumps .she© wtonwd Min this ! 
damp. t$j»\ Cm&s, Doctor. ra Aug# 18 'Smh a.' dampe j 
of .Trade in the ■. Cities. ■ *6^-90 , Tk.mfi.i,.A«.' Pop. ZH$* 
emtmts Wks,.273* I* , »6B Some .iitife ; ' Damps, would fee : 
given to that'' pestilent - Humour' ..and general: Mistake, ; 
2769:. B nmk Okserv. Hate Ktate Naiim : 'KKb&* 1842 L'«a ' 
Those accidents that cast an oc'oiskmal'' damp upon trade, ; 
283a ' Hr. M A-btinrav Life in Wilds vi . 70, A sudden damp j 
•eemed 'to be 'cast .over all the plans.' : 

7 . Ccmb.y as + damp’ hole (sense i\ -sheet (see 
quot. 1881); damp- proof -worn (sense 3) adjs. ; 


damp-course, prof. damp-proof course, e a 
course of some impermeable material laid on the 
foundation walls of a building a short distance 
above the level of the outside soil, to prevent the 
damp from rising up the walls * (Gwilt). 

s6ox Holland Pliny I. 4* Which dampe holes breathing 
out a deadly aire. 285a Dickens Bleak Ho. II. xvm. 5 
The time and damp-worn monuments, 2882 Raymond 
Mining Gloss., Damp sheet , a large sheet, placed as 
a curtain or partition across a gate-road to stop and turn 
an air-current. 2884 Health Exhib * Catal. 50/2 Sanitary 
Stoneware of every description, including . , air-bricks, 
damp-proof course. 2890 A. Whitlegge Hygiene v*. 250 
A ‘ damp-course ’ must be provided, that is a continuous 
horizontal course of glazed earthenware, slate, or other 
impervious material. 

Damp, sb % Variant of Dam sbA 
Damp (d temp), a. [f. Damp sbl] 
f i. Of the nature of, or belonging to, a * damp * 
or noxious exhalation ; see Damp sb. 1. Obs. 

1634 Milton Comus 470 Such are those thick and gloomy 
shadows damp Oft seen in charnel vaults and sepulchres. 
2672 — Samson 8 The air, imprison’d also, close and 
damp, Unwholesome draught. 2733 Sir J. I.owtiier Damp 
Air in Coal-pit in Phil. Trans. XXXVII I. 12a It is to 
be observed that this sort of Vapour, or damp Air, will 
not take Fire except by Flame, 

1 2 . Affected with or showing stupefaction or de- 
pression of spirits; dazed, stupefied. Obs. or arch. 

2590 Greene Neuter too late Canzone, An object twice 
as bright, So gorgeous as my senses all were damp 
{rime lamp 1 . 2667 Milton P. L. 1,5*3 With look* Down 
cast and damp. Ibid. v. 63 Mee damp horror chi! d, 
1697 Dkyden l ’irg. Aineid vi» 85 The trembling Trojans 
hear, O’re-spread with a damp sweat and holy fear. 1843 
J. Marti neau Chr. IJ/e {18671 473 Murky doubts and 
damp short-sightedness. 2855 Thackeray Ncwawws hv, 
The dinner was rather a damp entertainment. 

3 . Slightly wet as with steam, suspended vapour, 
dew, or mist; holdingwater in suspension or absorp- 
tion; moist, humid. (The ordinary current sense.) 

*706. Phillips fed. Kersey*, To Damp \ to make damp, 
or moist, 2735 Berkeley Querist I 42a A cold, damp, 
sordid habitation, in the midst of a bleak country. 2748 
F. Smith Voy. Disc. N. W. Pass. I. a 2 The Weather., 
disagreeably "damp from the great Wetting of the Fog, 
2874' Kingsley Lett. (187S) II. 429 We have come out of 
intense winter into damp spring. Mod. A cold caught fey 
sleeping in a damp bed. 

Damp (tlaemph v, ff. T) amt sb, ; frequent from 
c 1550. Ger. dampfen, Du dampen, also go back 
to the 1 6th c. ; in Ger. a causal dempfen appears to 
go back to OHG. {demphan i~*dampian), For j 
dampped in Alt it. Poems ii 989, see Dump.] 

1 . tnms. To affect with ‘damp*, to stifle, choke, 
extinguish; to dull, deaden (fire, sound, etc,}, 
AhoJIg. 

1564.tr. Jewel's A pot. Ch. Eng. Iv. (Parker Sue,). 8a 
Their own matter is damped, and destroyed in the word 
of God as if it were in poison (in veneno extingui vhient 
et mffactiriX 2597 Hooker Med. Pol, v. Ixni. | a An 
enili moral disposition, .dam peth the very light of heauenly 
illumination,. 1626 Bacon Syiva §147 All shutting in of 
Air, where there is no competent vent, damped) the 
Sound. 1637 Shirley Lady of Pleas, tv, i, Her phlegm 
would quench a furnace, and her breath Would dump 
a musket ball 2705 LEywENiioEH in PAH, Tram. XX V, 
a.159 If we take a piece of Wood -coal, that has been damp'd 
or- extinguished. 28x8 Bfockw. a. mg. II. «8 Having 
damped ids own appetite with a couple of them Mod. 
To damp a fire with small coal* 

b. To damp down (a fire or furnace); to cover 
or fill it with small coal, ashes, or coke, so as to 
check combustion and prevent its going out, when 
not required for some time. Also Jjyf, 

1869 j. Martini A ti Ess* II. *78. Fire which must not 
fee permitted to damp itself down. 2884 Pall Mali G. 
so Feb. a/x The notices terminate at the end of the 
month, .and the furnaces will he damped down. Ibid. *8 
Aug. r/x Mr. Gladstone’s speeches may tend to dump down 
the agitation. 

c. Acoustics » Music, etc To stop the vibrations 
of a string or the like ; to furnish (the strings of 
a pianoforte' with dampen, 

2840 Penny CycL XVI TI. 240 A piece of doth . . to damp 
or stop the string, fin a davicfiordf. 2883 A* j. Hintimi in' 
Grove Diet. Mm. III. 636 The higher .treble of the piano 
is not new damped, 

cl. Magnetism, To stop the oscillations of a 
magnetic needle by placing a mass of conducting 
metal near it 

2879 Thomson h Tait Nat. PM. I. -j. | 379 Hie oneil- 
Jations of a magnetized needle about its pmdtfoii of equi- 
librium are ‘damped’ fey placing a plate of copper fetbw it, 

1 2„ To stifle (the faculties) ' with noxious 
1 fumes 51 ; to stupefy, benumb, daze. Obs, 

*37» Be* Math, Pref. 1 The ■ fantasies of those heawsrs 
were damph xfip T. Adams Exp. 3 Pet. ii. »lil%>550 
I h« mm m the flesh, like the vapours of a replete tmmm 
nsmg up and damping the brain. 2726 Bentley Serm, 
xi, 375 We may damp or stifle them four Faculties) fey 
Sloth and Hegfect, ^ 272:6 Leon* tr. Albertis Archit, L 
'< a, .The Vademtmimi can .never fee clear, the Spirits 
.feeing damjpt and sttipify’d. 

.3, To deaden or restrain the -ardour or energy 
of; to depress, deject, discourage, check, 
a, persons, their spirits, zeal, hopes etc. 

*548 Udaix, etc Brasm. Par. Matt HI (R.% That., 
they that wm puffed vp before, .should daa'ped, tad 
be brought lowe. 2654 Team Comm. Job xiife 25 As tlmt 


woman of Canaan , . who would not fee damped or dis- 
couraged with Christs, .silence- 2634 Wurrt ock Atnmmia 
»4 Nor shall their scome spoyle good purposes, fey dumping 
my resolutions, 274® A mods Voy* 1. 1 it Our hopes of 
a speedy departure were even now somewhat damped, 2766 
Golosh. Vie. W, v, This h the way you alwaj-s damp my 
girls and me when we are in spirits. *8** Clare Vifi. 
Minstr. 1 . 166 Sorrow damps my lays. *876 J * H , N EWMAN 
Hist. 8 k. II. 11. ii- 34a How little his personal troubles had 
damped his evangelical zeal *887 Frith An tobies , I, xxiih 
329 Damped fey tne indifference of my artist -friends, 
b, actions,, projects, trade, etc, '-Now rare. 

2548 IJdall, etc. Erasm. Par* Luke xv*. sM.fe I'd damps?' 
v" taunting mockes of such persortes* 26*# Bacon Hen, 
VII, 75 To stop and dampe Informations upon P«n»U 
Iaiwes. fey procuring Informations fey collusion. 1689 C 
Mather in Andres Tracts (2869* 23 The Courses imme- 
diately taken, to damp and sspoyl our ■ Trade, 17% T, 
Jrpecrson Writ. (1859 II. 89 To damp that freedom pi 
communication which the reabfution of Congres*. .was in- 
tended to re-establish- - x%* Austin . Jurisfr* (1879) 1 * 

30* If they think., that a political institution daiap» pro- 
duction and accumulation, 
f 4 . To envelop in fog or mist ; also^f. 

26*9. Donne Perm. Matt, x L6 If my religion did wrap 
me in a continual cloud , damp me in a continual vapour, 
smoke me in it continual sourness, ^ 

5. To make moist or humid, to wet ai *tc&m, 
vapour, mid, or dew does ; to moist* m 
2671 K. iksfiuti IVind 24 They f winds from Setttli! damp 
iniieii ami paper, though never m carefully guardetl from 
the Air. *789 w, Buchan Dam. Med. fed, tv lap That 
baneful custom said u» iv* pra*. In many s tins of damp, 

ing sheets, and pressing them in order to save washing, 
xffSS H awtmornk Amen No-edih, « 18701 L *80 The dew 
damped the road. 2875 Ore Diet Arts III 648 ‘I fee paper 
uvd in priming is always damped t»efore being sent t*.< the 
press, wet patier taking the ink considerably better than dry. 

b, reft. To take a think, *'Wt;t one's whistle # 
slang. 

iS6» Dwell Pighm P, Poems iB>e> If. efli A tent.. 
Where you could go, ef you w«* dry, mt* .damp in 
a minute. 

G, Gardening. To damp off (iutr/ : Of plants; 
To rot or go off from damp; to fog off, 

1846 Mrs- Ixnmoii Gardening for Lent in 90 Cuttings 
when thus treated are very apt to damp off, ’ *iSs Gmd, 
Ckren. XVI, 690 See t- at none of the spikes touch the 
glass or they may speedily damp off. 

Damp, obs. var. Dam sbj ; obs* (enron.) form 
of Damn, 

Dampen (d«emp*n), v. (Now chiefly US.) 
[f. Damp a. + -KN, or derivative form of I, Iamb v.J 
X. tram. To dull, deaden, diminish the force or 
ardour of, depress, deject ; * Dash* v, 1,3, 
c t%» Jackscsn Creed vi, i Wfes, VI, 36 By wfekfe tint 
fervency of better spirits devotion 11 so much dampened,. 
*633 P. Flet*;h«r Purple hh vn. xxxitt, Himself damtems 
the smiling day, *823 W, Jsvdmi Lyf* # Lett* UE64) 
I. xviii. Tne ttifeerafelf accounts from the frontier 
dampened in some measure the public «•»!. *S§4 1 , -shoos 
I mag. Cmv. vii Wka. 1846 L ai II i» genius hath been 
dampened fey his advendttes. *8% Century Mag, 4*7/1 
This advend y seemed to dampen the ardor m the crew* " 

2 , Magnetism. *I)ampp. id, 

*070 CdFuseorr Sp, Tetepkm* 36 The object in using, 
the rubber is to dampen the mowement of the disk, 

3 , To make damp, moisten i »« Damp v. 5. 

200$ G. H. B«fGHTo» Sk* Rambles HaUmmt v, 77 The 
high thle mtuu ioacwliat dampen the poor departed fen 
a churchyurtll. 

4, inir* 1 o become dull or damp- 

*606 Goan Ceksi. Boa in it, xh 30$ Fog, d<j*e, dampninx^ 
w.ndy. i0$7 I owrjll Poems, CaPtetw, Yet he witie not» 
and the stillness Dampened round iter like a tomb, 

Hence Bampmlagf vbt* sh mid ppl a . ; B*'»» 
pener | if, S.) t a contrivance for damping linen, 
etc, 

*0*4 Byhok Lam t, xaviife And oVr bis ferow the damp 
ening heart -drops threw The sakrning kiness t-f that uJtl 
dew, *836 New Monthly ■ Mag, XLVL m** 'The. gallant ry. 
and beauty of 1’uscany sped tlirougli the dammmtug ai r, 
*864: I.*owii.L Lincoln wk». 1890 V, .178 T'o withstand the 
inevitable diunpening of check** mvetm*. delava tiff AW* 
Amen Mur. aoa « A »«*m dampener has keen patented 

* ,fcHT. tt§® in humdriesy etc.' • 

Daaaper (c*oe*miK»4), [f Damp?*. + -eh] That 
which damps* in snurionv senseg of the vb. 

L Sometlring that damps or depresses the spirits, 
etc.’; '4tl» r ft person '’who Am s the same*- 
*740 Rir«A»i»LN Clarissa Wks. *llj VJI. I very- 
early dm-harged abame* that t»M water dai«i|«r to an 
enterprising spirit *749 H. Wamsm « in !Iiv.ey HAM ay 
m Mead <1887* *40 Bu-wex H a gr*«* dutu;wrof tuotMity, 
*8i0 Blmekm. Mag, 1 L %t| Out of sir tern ine 

*l««ii*rr>* ftreiumt. *8j:a Ha/lut Tailed, f-cr. is \i% 
{»lkk| »40 TTii* st a dumper m waitguttte and ft* rid temjwra, 
meats, x8$$ Discitaaa'Y Mmmmm xari, I fed myself very 
'oBeaimmddamp«r in yotirctHspany.' 

b. Something that takes off the edge of appetite, 
*®a| Mar, Eockworth Pop. Tm/m, Limtriek ' &mm 9 
In . the kitchen* taking hri sr® k by way of a damper. 
*0« Lana Sdase- m Afyefii* * 1 ondeavmir to make up by 
a damper* is I call It* m home feefeoe I go out, 

% a, A r.iece of mcchankm in t f'iiwiofofte for 

* damping f or stopping the vibration* of the strings, 
conriflting of a «mil piece of wood or wire covered 
with .cloth or felt* which rest* against the strings 
corresponding to each key, and Is raised or with- 
drawn from them when the key Ii pressed down* 
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the dampers, which also is fixt under the strings. 3856 
Mrs C Clarke tr. Berlioz ' Instrument. 72 The sign 
indicates that the dampers must be replaced by quitting the 
pedal. 

b. ‘ The mute of a horn and other brass wind 
instruments’ (Stainer & Barrett Diet. A/us. Terms ' , 
8 . A metal plate made to turn or slide in a flue 
or chimney, so as to control the combustion by 
regulating or stopping the draught. 

1788 SfHcif. Gardner's Patent No. ' 1642 These registers 
or dampers are enclosed in the chimney. 1791 Bkddoks 
in l' hit. Trans. LX XX I. 174 He first turned the flame 
from off the me a!, which is done by letting down a damper 
upon the chimney. ^ 1823 Moore Fables % Holy Alliance 
86 Those trusty, blind machines, -by a change as odd as 
cruel, Instead of dampers, served for fuel ! 1829 R. Stuart 
A need. Steam Engines I. 269 The heat of the furnace 
under the boiler was rudely regulated in both machines by 
a damper. 

4. Magnetism. (See quot., and cf. Damp v. r d.) 

*88* Maxwell Electr. 4* Magn, IL 344-5 A metallic 

surface, called a Damper, is sometimes placed near a magnet 
for the express purpose of damping or deadening its vibra- 
tions. We shall therefore sp. alt of this kind of resistance 
as Damping 1 , 

5. A -y contrivance for damping or moistening, 

e.g. An appliance' fur moistening t e gummed back of 

postage st amps *, one for damping paper for a copying-press, 
for cleaning slates, etc, 

1845 Mem. Mag. XLIL 285 Postage stamp, wafer, and 
label damper. 1854 Ibid. LXb 86 The damper may be left 
in any position when not in use, as the water will not of 
itself run out, 

6 . Australia, A simple kind of unleavened cake 
or bread made, for the occasion, of flour and water 
and' baked in hot ashes. 

3833 Sturt Two Exped, S, Australia II. 203 While 
drinking their tea and eating their damper, 1853 Mundy 
A ntipmhs v L (1855) 140 The Australian bush-bread, a baked 
unleavened dough, called damper— a damper, sure enough, 
to the stoutest appetite, 1891 Melbourne Argus 7 Nov. 
13/5 When yotfve boiled your billy and cooked your damper 
you put out. the fire and move, .on to camp, 

7. Comb. a. in sense 2 a, ba damper crank, -rail, 
*stuk, f -slop ; damper-pedal, that pedal in a 
pianoforte which raises alt the dampers, the * loud 
pedal*, b. in sense 3 , as damper-rogulator, a 
contrivance by which the heat of the furnace or 
the pressure of steam is made to control the 
damper. 

1840 Penny Cvcl. XV III. 140 Fig. 2, *% Damper stick. 
Ibid. 141 The damper-stop raised the dampers I ram the 
strings. //;/*/.,, Fig. 10, k, Damper Crank. Ibid. 142 
Fig. it, g, Damper rail. 1874 Knight Diet. Meek. 676 
The damper-regulator*, which act by the pressure of steam 
are of three or more kinds, 

Ba’mpiness. rare. ff. Damft a, + -nebs.] 

The slate of being 1 dampy * or somewhat damp. 

1830 Blackw. Mag. XX VII f, 886 You know not whether 
k be rain, snow, or sleet, that drenches your clothes in 
dumpiness. 

Damping (dsrmphj), vhl. sb. [*iko k] The 
action of the verb Damp, q.v. Also attrib. , as in 
Earn ping- mat him, dam ping- plate ( m.\) ampbb 
1756 Toi.oRavv Turn Orphans III. 17a The flames, by 
slight damping, soon .became the more violent. 18x6 
J. Smith Panorama Sc, 4* Art IL 31a The bottom 
of the furnace ,, the. holes of the damping plate. 2874 
Knight Did. Meek., - Dampinr-mackme* 1. {Printing.) 
A machine 'Dr damping sheets of paper previous to print- 
ing. .2. A machine in which starched goods are moistened 
previous to running them through the calendering-machine, 
x88x pee Damper. 4]. 1883 Atkinson* tr. Gemot's Physics 
fed. u - 832 The greater the masses of metal, and the more 
closely they surround the magnet, the stronger is the 
damping. 

Damping (darrapiq), fpl a. [-ino KJ That 
damps, in various senses: see D v mp v. 

*607 Washington Opt. Glass 28 The damping fumes 
that the Sun elevates from bogg«, 1691-8 Norris Pract, 
Disc, js* What a damping Thought must it be for such 
a Man to consider {etc.J, 1844 Dickens Mart. Chut, xiii, 
It was somewhat of a damping circumstance to ' find the 
room full of smoke. . *878 M, C. Jackson Chaperons Cares 
I, xi. 153 Clarissa’s presence generally has a slightly damp- 
ing effect upon Forster, 

Dampish (darmpif ,a. [orig. LDamejA 4 - -ibh 
( cf. boyish ) ; subsequently treated as if f. Damp ai] 
f 1. Of the nature of, or infested with, exhalations 
or (noxious) vapours ; vaporous, foggy, misty. Oh. 

*577 'B, Goods Hotrsbaeh’s Husk 1. (158618 b, All water* 
commonly with damplshe vapour* in Summer , . doo infect 
both mm and beast with pestilence..; . *596 Skwbx Hymn 
Meow. Bemmt, . 1.65 The darkt And' dampish aire. . — /*’. Q, 
tv. viii. 34' The drowxie humour of the dampish night. 
s *649 Day mm. aw Hawth. Poems Vi ks. U7*t) *3 Hi* cave* 
and dampish bowVs* 

+ 2. fig. a. Of stiffing or extinguishing nature 
(cf. Damp v. i). b. ? Stifled, choked. Oh. 

*603 H. Crosse P’erims Commm. (*878 » 123 LampM.. 
which with' dampish idleness* are « tone put out.' *604 
T. M, Bimk Bk. Middleton’s Wk*. (li dlenlYIIL 33 With 
a whey .countenance, short stc>§», and earthen dampish voice, 
4iie trttt counterfeits of a dying Cfilliois, 

3, Somewhat damp or moist. 

1*577 Googk NermbmchPs Hmb, tv. (15S6) s§® b» Set theta 
up. m some' moist and dampish place. | *64* BmrFmrm. 
Am, Surtees* .24' Stone floores arc allwayes^ moist and 
dampish, *7*7 Bailey vol, 1 1, Dampish, something damp or 
moist or. wet. *803 'Emm, Sat, Mmoumg, Arts XXL 3©® 
Wood placed in dampish' Mtuailotm. 


Hence Ba’mpisMy adv,, X»a*mpislmess. j 

*6*5 Markham Eng. Housew. n. |ii. <1668) 109 Let them 
be clampishly moistened with Damask Rose-water. 1617 ! 
— Caved, vi. 24 It shall defend him from the colde dampish- 
nes of the earth. x6z6 Bacon Sylva. § 937 To put a Lay of 
Chalke between the Bricks, to take away all Dampishnesse. 
*727 Bailey vol. 1 1 , Dampishness , moistuess, wetness. 

Damply (darmpli), adv. rare . [f. Damp a. + 
-LY In a damp manner. 

1887 American XIV. 234 'The house was damply cold. 
*89* C* Dunstan Quito II. n. v. 115 It was damply, foggily 
cod. 

Dampnacion, dampne, etc., obs. ff. Damna- 
tion, Damn, etc. 

Dampnage, obs. form of Damage. 

Dampness (darmpnes). [f. Damp a. 4* -ness.] 
The condition or quality of being damp; moist- 
ness, humidity ; moisture. 

1665 Manley Grot ins' Law C. Warres 423 The dampness 
of the field-. *687 Dkyden llind.ty P. m. 508 N or need they 
fear the dampness of the sky. .’Twas only water thrown on 
sails too dry. 1765 A. Dickson Treat. Agric. a&.s >55 A care- 
ful observer, in a night when there is a great dew, will per- 
ceive a dampness upon every surface. 1848 Thackeray 
/ an. Fair xxii, The valet, .cursing the rain and the damp- 
ness of the coachman who was steaming bes.de him. 
Dampson, obs. fo m of Damson. 

Dampy (dse’mpik a. [f. Damp sb. + -y.) 
t X. Full of, or of the nature of (noisome or 
gloomy) vapour or mist ; foggy. Obs. 

x6oo Tourneur Tramp. Me tumor ph. v, O see how dampy 
shewes yond* torches flame. Ibid , lxxx, How like biaclte 
Orcus lookes this dumpy cave. 1605 Drayton Plan vt 
Moon 363 The dampy Mist, From earth arising, 1729 
Savage Wanderer 111. 284 Dispers’d, the dark and dampy 
vapours fly. 

Jig. a 1627 Hayward Edw. VI (1630! *41 To dispell any 
dam pie thought* which the remembrance of his unkle 
might raise. 

b. Of a mine : Infested with f damps * or noxious 
gases. 

*8, , Whale (cited in Encycl. Dilt.\ When foul gases do 
not move freely by the ordinary natural ventilation in 
a colliery, it is said to be dampy. 

2 . A fleeted with moisture ; somewhat damp. 
a 1691 Boyle Whs. VI. 397 (R, 1 Very dampy vapours 
about the mouth of the baroscope. *710 Philips Pastorals 
iii. 42 His beauteous Limbs upon the dampy Clay. 1820 
Black w. Mag. VIL 677 The clay-hole you live in, cold, 
dirty and dumpy. 

Damsax: see Danish ax. 

Damsel (dce-mzel), damosel (dse-mozelb 
Forms : a . 3 dameisele, 3-4 damaisele, 4 dam- 
maisele, 3-5 damaysele, 5 -ell 3 ; 0 . 4-6 dame- 
sel, -ele, -elle, damysel, -ele, -ell©, damisel, 
-ell©, s dammisel. Sc. damyseill, 6 Sc. damicel, 
-©II ; 7. 5-7 dam sell, 6- damsel ; 5 , 4-6 damoy- 
sol©, -el, damoisele, -©1, (9 damoiselle); e. 

6 7 19) damosel, -elle, damosel '1, -©lie, (6 damn- 
sd) ; f 7 d&m’zeli, 7-8 dam’sel. [Early ME. 
damdsele , damaisele, a. OF. dameisele t, damisele ) 
(i2thc,), later damoisele - elle (the only form in 
Cotgrave), demoiselle { 14th c.L The OF. damdsele 
was a new formation from dame, instead of the 
popular danzele,dausde, donee le * Pr. and It. don- 
Bella, Sp, donee l la :—late L. *dominieella r med.L. 
domnicdla , domieella , dim. of domina mistress, 
lady, fem. of dominus lord. (There is a icth c. F. 
instance of the learned form domniulle . ) In 
Eng, the middle syllable was reduced from ei (ai), 
to i, A, and finally disappeared. The variant 
damoiselle \\ as introduced in 1 5th c. from Parisian 
F. (by Lydgate, Caxton, etc.), and gave rise here 
to damosel , damazel, so frequent in 16-1 7th c , and 
affected in 19th c, in sense 1. See also Donzel.] 

1 . A young unmarried lady; originally one of 
noble or gentle birth, but gradually extended as a 
respectful appellation to those of lower rank. Now 
merged in sense 2 ; but modern poets and romantic 
writers (led by Sir W. Scott) have recalled the 
1 6- 17th c. damosel \ damozd, to express a more 
stately notion than is now conveyed by damsel. 

a . , 1**92 Britton l xix, § 5 Des enfaunez aiadles, dam- 
ay»ds tt vedues.1 cxzqoS, Eng. Leg, 1. 84/37 pc lust is* 
bi-heold |>at maide. . * Dameisele, he scale, * ^wat art Jxm V ’ 
*297 R. Gi.ouc. ( Rolls *492 be. noblest© damaisele J>at was 
in cni londe. a 1450 lint, m la Tour cxx. *66 The yonge 
damayselte, the whicbe the knight hadde refused, 
p. *300-40 Cursor M, 3837 iCott.) Jacob lifted, vp fm 
sten, And spak \>&n wit pe damisel. e 1380 Sir Font mb, 
2*03 pan hym spak disk Roland ..Tak thys damesele by 
be hand as bow iouest me. c *386 Chaucer Nun's Pr, T, 50 
The fairest hiewed Was doped fayre damysel Pertilote, 
a *440 Sir Degress. 6a 3 To chyrehe the gay dammisel 
Buskede hyr 3®re. c *500 Lancelot . 2351 Sche had bo 
knycht, sc he had no damyseill, 
y. 0x400 fJeslr, Troy 7887 A damsell fatre, pat "bright 
was of ble, and Breimd she bight, *649 Milton Mikm, 
xxi. The Damsel! jq$ Burg undie [the DuchessJ, vstt ‘J, 
Distaff * Char, Don Sacksmrtllio 9 [He! took, .the very 
Scrub* of both Sexes -for Knights and Damsels,' *848 
Macaulay Hist. Engl I. 586 Damsels of the beat families 
in the town wove colour* for the insurgents. 

8 . e *400 Mom, Ease *622 These damoysels 8k bacbelers, 

■ c Z477 Caxton Jason 6 Barounes and kmghtes, ladies and 
damoiselles, ete i« the halle. *549 Chalonpr ^miMrinyr m 

■ Folly O i|| b, Amonges the damoyseis and Madames of the 


court. 1557 K. Arthur (Copland jr. xvii, There came 
a damoyseli . . a passyng fayre damisel. (*841 DTsraeli 
Amen. Lit. (xS6y 223 Those romances of chivalry . . long 
formed the favourite reading of the uoble, the dame and 
the damoiselle.J 

«. c 1300 II. A Its. 17* Ladies and damoselis Maken heom 
redy. *523 Ld, Berners Froiss. I. ix. 9 All knyghies ought 
to ayd to theyr powers all ladyes and damozels. Ibid. 
ccxiii. 264 They rode about the countrey, and vysited the 
ladies nad dumasels [ elsewhere damozelles, daimnusellei ]. 
1548 Hall Chron. 240 The yonge Princes and Damosell 
of Burgoyne. 1590 S denser F. Q. u. i. 19 Th' adventure 
of the errant dainozeli. 16*5 G. Sandys Trav. 215 Her- 
cules walking along the shore with a Damosel, whom he 
loued. 1813 Scott Trierm. In trod, viii, Of errant knight 
and damozelle. *87* Rossetti Blessed Dmno&el i, The 
blessed damozet leaned out From the gold bar of Heaven. 
*884 F. M. Crawford Rom . Singer 1, 256 Your boy wants 
to marry a noble damosel. ^ 

2 . A young unmarried woman (without any 
connotation of rank or respect— sometimes even 
slightingly) ; a maid, maiden, girl, country lass. 

Since 17th c., archaic and literary or playful ; not in ordi- 
nary spoken use. 

ft. c 1380 Wycuf Whs, (1880 9 To geten be stynkyng 
loue < f dam yselis. *483 Catk. A ugl. 89 Dam esselle ttimpha. 
a 1550 Clu is t is Kirke Gr. ii, To dans thir damysellis 
th.tme dicht, thir lassis licht of lattis. 1358 Knox First 
Blast (Arb. 52 Aged fathers and tend re damiseltes. 

v. *533 Coverdalk Zixh. viii. 5 Yonge hoyes and dam- 
selles, piaynge vpon the stretes, 1687 Congreve Old Back, 
nu vi, Good, words, damsel, or I shall — — . 171a Steels 
Sped. No. 278 f a You will not deny your Advice to 
a distressed Damsel. *832 W. Irving Alhambra IL 139 
Awed and abashed in the presence of a simple damsel of 
fifteen. 1870 Dickens &, Drood viii, The two young men 
saw the damsels enter the court-yard of the Nuns’ House. 

e . *5*2 Skelton Why not to Court 209 With Dulyda 
to mall. That wanton damozetl. *376 Act *8 Fiiz. c. 7 
§ 1 Of Women, Maids, Wives and Damosels. *611 Bible 
Mark v 30,4* The damosell _ is not dead, but skepeth.. 
Damosel! (1 say vnto thee), arise, 1643 Rogers Naaman 7 
A poore damosell and capt ve. *704 j. Pitts Aee Me* 
kammetaus .*7 The Father of the Damosel usually makes 
up tiie Match. 

<f. *632 Quarles Div. Fancies 1 it. vii, Dam’sel arise ? 
When death had dos’d her eyes, What power had the 
Dam’sel to arise? 17x8 Prior Solomon n. 30* And one 
mad Dam’sel dares dispute my pow’r. 

1 8. A maid in waiting, a female attendant 
Originally a young lady of gentle b'rth, as maid 
of honour or waiting- woman to a lady of rank; 
but gradually extended downward. Now Obs. exe. 
as merged in 2, 

(1x99 Rot. (. 'hart arum 25/2 Beatridae et Aeliciae domi- 
cellis praedictae reginae sororis nostrat*.] c i^s^GuyWstrw. 
(A.) 6*8 Felice be feir answerd bo [to her maid), tJamotl, 
sche seyd, whi seistow sot 1377 I.angl. P. }'t. B. ix 12 
Dobet is Shir damoisele [C. xi. 138 damesele] sire dowries 
doubter To serue 14- lady drily, ex 489 i 'axton Binnchardyn 
ix. 39 A goode auncyent damoysell whiche dyde nuriashe ■■ 
her of her brestys . . called her nouryce and maystrtsse. 
*394 Carew Duarte's Exam. Wits x. (1596) 130 He sent 
bis damsels \ancillas sms) to call to the Castle ' 1649 
Roberts Clams Mild. 3S7 His friends and her Dauiosefs, 
bring the foure speakers. *664 Butler Hud, it. i, .4)8 
A slender Young waiting damsel to attend her. 1833 Hr, 
Martjnkau Loom fy lugger 11, v. *oo The terrified kitchen 
damsels. 

XX. iransf. 

4 . A hot iron for warming a bed. 

App. a humorous allusion to x Kings t. j-4. 

1727-3* Chambers Cytl, Damsel a kind of utensil put in 
beds, to warm o'd mens feet withal. ^ It consists of a hot . 
iron inclosed in a hollow cylinder, which is wrapped, round 
with linen cto;h .. Some .call it a nun. *848-9 Southey 
Common- pi Bk, IV. 434. 

5 . A projection on the spindle of a mill-stone for 
shaking the shoot, 

x88o Antrim <4 Down Gloss., Damsel an iron rod with 
projecting pins, that shakes the shoot of the hopper in 
a corn mill, ^*8So Jefferies Gt. Estate *67 Tibhald, of 
course, had Ids joke about that part' of the [mill) machinery 
which is called the * damsel 

XXI, 6, atlrib ,, as damsel train , etc. Comb. 
damsel- errant, feminine of. knight-errant. [Scott, 
■after Spenser’s ‘errant Damozell * in 1 <) ; damsel- 
fly, the slender dragon-fly Agi ion Virgo t and 
kindred species, called in French demoiselle 

<2x398 Greene & Lodge Looking Glass * i, fi.B6i) tt 8 
He 'scud for all the. damoxel! ■ Queenes. . . To wait/ as. hand 
miude* to Remeita.. 167:* ''Milton. Samson yax Her har- 
binger, a damsel train behind. . ■vp*& Pore Odyss, xxiii* 
46 At bis' nod the 'damsel •train descends, ' *8x5' : Moors 
Lptiia M. t Pmmd* f -Peri, The beautiful ..blue.. damsel 
flies* xSex Scott Komhto . ' xxv, IT .any man shall, find, nth 
playing, squire "of the body to a damosel-errant. *840 
Browning Sordeilo; t. a$4' Flittered In ' the .cool ■ some, ' azure 
damsel-fly. 

Hence Da*mseDto©d, the condition or age, of a 
damsel, young-womanhood, Ba’mselislL a , of 
or proper to a damsel {n&me-wds.) 

tmy Contemp. Rett, VI* ■ 363 ‘One of the ■queene's' 
damsdllea ' is set forth as riding about scertainly in' a very 
damsel kh way - at random''., to find the desired 'champion,' 
2880 Daily News .1 July, The g.reat majority. Jmd not reached 
the, glory : of damsrihoodl, they were rimply children. 

Damson (d^mzn). Forms; 4-9 damascene, 
4-5 darnaoene, -yne, 4 d&mesene, 5 damesyn, 
-ys(s)yn, 5-6 -asyn, 6 dames on, -ysen, risen, 
-ocin, dammosen, damasson, -en, 6- 7 dam- 
(m)asm, 6-9 darnasoen, 7 -asine, -asseene, -osin; 
5 daxosyn, 6 dampson, damsine, -ing, 6-7 


DAH. 
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damsen, 7 -zin, 7-8 damsiu, 5- damson. [ME. 
(or ? Anglo Fr.) damascene , ad. L. Damascenum for 
Prunum Damascenum plum of Damascus (Isidore 
xvii. vii. 10 Damascena a Damasco oppido). The 
various weakenings, damesene , damesen, damsen , 
damson, appear to be all of English development.]: 

1 . A small plum, black or dark purple, the fruit 
of Primus communis or dom&stica , variety damas- 
cena, which was introduced in very early times into 
Greece and Italy from Syria. 

a 1400 Pktill of Susan 89 per weore growyng so greae 
pe Date wip pe Damesene. c 1400 Lanf rune's Cirurg. 
192 Take xx, damascenes & xii. figis, C1460 J. Russian 
Bk. Nurture 77 in Babees Bk. 122 Serve fastynge, plom- 
mys, damsons, cheries. Ibid. 668 Damesyns. 1542 Boords 
Dyetary xxi. (1870)235, -vi. or .vii. dam y sens eaten before 
dyner, be good to prouoke a mans appetyde. 1573 Tusser 
Hush, (1878) 76 Damsens, white and black. 1626 Bacon 
Sylva. § 509 In. Fruits, the white commonly is meaner, as 
in Pear-plumbs, Damosins, etc. • 1657 R. Austen Fruit 
Trees 1. 57 The Dsutmeene ' also is an excellent fruit. 
1747 Mrs. Gi.asse Cookery xviii. heading, To preserve 
damsons whole. 1750 Johnson Rambler No. 51 t 14 The 
art of scalding damascenes without bursting them, 18x8 
Mrs, Sherwood Fairchild Fam , (1829) 1. xiv, 1x5 Mrs. 
Fairchild and Betty boiled up a great many damascenes in 
sugar. x856 Y teas. Bai., Primus Justitia, the Bullace. . 
A variety occurs with yellowish fruit, which Latter are sold 
in London as White Damsons. 

b. Locally, a distinction is sometimes made 
between damson and damascene, the latter being 
applied to the so-called damson- plum : see c. 

18x8 'Food Suppl . , Damascene. This and the damson 
are distinct sorts of plums: the damascene is the larger of 
the two, and not at all bitter; the damson is smaller, and 
' has a peculiar bitter , or roughness. 1891 Daily News 17 
Nov. 5/2 In Nottinghamshire there is, it seems, a recognised 
distinction between’ fc damsons ’ or ‘ danmons " and * damas- 
cenes*... in the. Newark County Court.. a greengrocer., 
complained that whereas he had ordered damsons he was 
supplied with damascenes. 

C. Damson plum : formerly * damson ; but now 
applied to a sub-variety of plum somewhat like the 
damson: ■ see. quot. 18.92. 

1586 Cogam //awn Health (16361 104 The Damarin 
Piummes are woont to be dried and preserved as figges, 
%6it Cotgr., Damaidue, a Damascene, or Damsen plum. 
1770 Foote Lame Dn*er in. Wks. 1799 II. 85 It was., 
the best of plum-trees, it was a damasceu plum. xSpa Daily 
News 13 Sept. 3/2 'I ‘hi damson plum . . is quite as good for 
most purposes as the damson, and has not its acridity or 
roughness, 

2 . The tree which bears tins: also damson tree. 
1398 Trkvisa Barth, de P. R. xvti. •cxxxv, (1405' 686 Of 

plumme tree is many manere of kynde but the Damacene 
is the best*, 14. . T. of Ercddoum 180 *Cambr. MSh pe 
darte and also pe damsyn tre. 1575 A rt of Planting 1 t To 
set Damsons or Plum trees. 1633 Bacon Ess., Gardens 
(Arb.) 556 In April! follow.. The 'Darnm&rin, and Plum- 
Trees tn Blossotne, *860 Dhlamer Kitck. Gant. 158 In 
shallow or wet soils it is better to bud Ipeaclies] on plum 
stocks, such as damsons, St. J aliens, &c. 

3 . Applied to Chrysetphylhim oUviferum of the 
W. Indies {Damson- plum, quot. 1756) ;■ /Utter or 
Mountain Damson, .a name for Srmarmlm amara. 

*756 P. Browne Jamaica 171 jrhe Dairjwn-phimb , . is 
found - wild in many parts of Jamaica. xSxx A. X. Thomson 
Laud. D.kp.{ i8t8'. .327 The Siraantba quassia, or . mountain 
damson, as It is called : in Jamaica. 1858 R, Hogg Vtgg 
Kingdom 224 Sinmruba offkimik . . attains the height of 
sixty feet, and is, called 'Bitter Damson, Mountain Damson, 
.Sad Slme; Wood,. 

4 . a, attrib. or mif Of the colour of the damson. 
Also damson brown. 

*<56x Lovku. Hist ; A mm. $ Jntrod, Partridge, 

f edan, reddish, cinereous, white, and dainascert. 1684 
end. Goa.- No- 1963/4 A Damson brown Mure, xyjsx 
Hamilton Her i holier s Dyeing II. ii.vi. iv. 347 Damascene ■ 
colours, And other shades of browns of the common dye, 

/ , b. attrib. damson dumpling, etc, ; 
damson-cheese* an; inspissated conserve' of dam-' 
sons and sugar ; - damson-pie, -fcarfc {slmtg, after 
damn), profane language j. damson-plum (see 
* C, 3)- ■ 

X769 Mrs.' Raffald Eng. Homelpr, (1778) . 183 To make 
- Damson Dumpling.' - e *803 C. ; K. : Shame New- Oxford 
■ Guide ‘Min Mem. (1888) I. 15 Cakes, ra&kins, ' nranefloe*, 
and .sweet damson cheese xflly J assort* Arcady 2*3 Hb 
language k profane from long habit—* given'' over to damson’ 
tart like as they, say tn. Areadvv ■ . x888 W. : Black Strange 
Adv. 1 Farmer), "Even. if'' you' were. to. .hear 

some of the Birmingham 'lads giving each other a dose of 
damson-pie. .you wouldn't understand a single sentence. 
Damys6, var of D.uuhkk Vh. f damson. 
Bataysel, Damysen, ofcs. ff. Damsel, Damsoh. 
tDan K Oh. Also 4-5 damn danz. daunz, 4- 6 
darte, 5 dann ; see also Sc.' dene, Dw. ■ [a. OF. 
dan '(also danl, dam, damp , in itom. dans, dam) 
« mod.F. dam, Pr. dm, dmnfn, Sp.» Pg. don, It, 
donna i— L. damlnus lord. Cl, Dam, jA 4 ] 

An honourable title » Master, Sir : a. wed in 
addressing or speaking of members of the religious 
orders'; el 7 Dose b, applied to distinguished men,'- 
knights,; scholars, .'poets, deities, ' etc, ; . its modern 
affected applica'ion to poets appears to be after 
■Spenser’s J Dan Chaucer \ ■ ; ' 

1303' R. -Rktone Hamit, Spine 73 Dane Fhelyp was 
MAynter J»*t -tyme. *-*330 — Ckrm. -Wmei Rolls# 88*9 
With hem wait© dating Merlyn (for )>o atones to make 
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engyn. 1340 Ayenb. 1 pis hoc is dan Michelis of North- 
gate. <1x386 Chaucer Monk's Frol, 41 My lorde the 
Monk quod he. .Wher shal I calle yow my lord daun Iohn, 
Or daun Thomas, or elles daun Albon? Of what hous be 
ye? X393 Gower Conf. III. 86 Lo, thus Danz Aristoteles 
These thre sciences hath devided. 1483 Cat A. AngL 89 
A Dan ; sicut monachi vacant itr. *523 Skelton Carl. 
Laurel 391 The monke of Bury, . Dane Johnn Lydgate. 
1587 Turberv. Drag. T. 11837) 9, I undertook Dan Lucans 
verse, 1596 Spenser P. Q. iv. «. 32 Dan Chancer, well of 
English undefyld. 17x4 Pope Imit. Han, Sat. 11. vi. 153 Dur 
friend Dan Prior, 1717 Prior Alma 11. xao Pray thank 
Dan Pope who told it me. 183a Tennyson Dream lair 
Women 5 Dan Chaucer, the first warbler. 

Ban^ (clam). Also 8 dann. A small buoy, 
made of wood or inflated sheepskin, supporting 
a stout pole which bears a flag by day and lamp 
by night, used either to mark the position of deep- 
sea lines, or as a centre round which a steam - 
trawler is worked. 

Hence attrib. dan-tow, the rope fastening the dan to the 
lines or, in steam-trawling, to a small anchor or anchors. 

1687 Loud. Gas. No. 2298/4 They will . , forthwith cause 
to he laid a White Buoy, having a Dann thereupon, till 
they may he able to erect another Beacon. 1883 Fisheries 
Exhib. Catal. 7 Fleet of Cod Lines, .muly for Baiting, with 
Dans, Dan tows, and Anchors complete. 189a Whitby 
Gas. xi Nov. 3 x The vessel then drifts slowly on until 
a distance of about two miles separates it from the dan. 

Ban Caa/mimnif. local. A small track or 
sledge on which coal is drawn from the workings 
to the main road or shaft, l ienee Dan. v. 

1852 Bra nor Diet. Sc. ted. 2, Dans, small trucks or 
sledges used in coal, mines. 1871 Trans . A men Inst. 
Mining Eng. I. 305 The coals were brought along the face 
to the hill, on a ‘ dan ’. . there reloaded and hauled to the. 
shaft. 1879 Miss Jackson Shropsk. WanLhk., Dan , 
a small tub used f ir drawing coals from the workings to the 
main road where the skips are loaded. Panning is drawing 
the coals in the dans, which is done by hoys. 

Danaid (darmriidj. [In Fr. Dcmauk , ad. Or, 
Aavak, pi. Aavaihs, the Danatdes or daughters of 
Danaus king, of Argos, who, having murdered 
their husbands on the wedding-night, were con- 
demned eternally to pour water into bottomless 
or sieve-like vessels.] 

A daughter of Danaus ; used attrib. in reference 
to the labour of. the Danaides : endless and I utile. • 
So Danaide’au a . ; and Damans used alt it*. 

<1x628 F. t»Ri-;vm.K Sidney 1*652* 62 A Datums mv** of 
prudtyality 1884 Century Mag. 'Mar. 704' The'' crew are 
worn out with their Datutidc&n task. 

BaDaide p’se'nnr*aid), ' fa. mod.F. danduk (see 
pree. ) : so named in 1813 by a committee of ...the' 
French Academy of Sciences, to whom it was sub- 
mitted by the inventor Mannoury d’Ectot* from a 
fancied analogy to the vessels which the Danairies 
were required to fill,] 

A kind of hori/ontal water wheel, consisting of a 
vertical axis to which is attached a conical drum 
and case, with radial spiral floats: the water is 
directed against the floats by a chute nml escapes 
at the bottom: also called ‘tub-wheel h 

*8®S Mich. Mag. IV. 41 De-scriptiou of the Danaide. *%S 
Cway Kntyei. Civ . Eng. 959 Dananle.Wlm machine may 
be classed among hydraulic wheels. 

Bauaite CdF J *n 5 jait). Min. [Named 1833 after 
j. F. Dana, an American chemist.] A variety of 
arsenopyrite or mispickel, containing cobalt. 

1833 A men Jml. Si. XXIV. 386 Dmmiie, a new ere of 
cobalf and iron, 

Banalite (demabit), Min. [Named 1866 
after j. IX Dana, an American minc ah^ist : i-ce 
-um] A silicate of iron, gUtcintm, etc, with 
sulphide of line, occurring in reddish octahedron* 
in granite, 

t&6& Amen Jml. Sc. See. 1*. XLIL 7a Ob Daualite, a new ' 
Mineral Species, 

Banburite Mm. [Named 1839 

from Danbury, Ct.» U.S., where it occurs.] A 
boro-silicate of lime, brittle, translucent, and of a 
yellowish or whitish colour. 

*839 Amen Jrni. Se. XXXV. *37' Diinburiie, a new 
Mineral Species. ' x886 Kmt.Min, Th* 'presence' of. 
L<racic acwi in danburiie. 

Bailee (dans), sk Forms : 4-7 datmee, (4 -5 
daunrFe, 5." 6 da nee, 6 danafa")., 5 - danes. [a, 
OF, dmm. dctme, t 1 lie vb. demur, demur. 80 
Fr., Cat. drtnsa, bp. thmu, ■ Fg/ glanpt, d;mm, it, 

.■ dtsttm \ also thr.lms, Du. dam.] 

1 . A rhythmical skipping ■ ami stepping, with 
regular tamings and movements of the limb* and 
body, ti'Sttally to the accompaniment of. music ; 
either as an expression of joy, exultation, and the 
like, or as an amusement or entertainment ; the 
. action or an act' or round of dancing. ; ■ 

. c X300 A”. Alls, %-© Miirye they *>yegfn, and '' daunces 
maken, : x^>3 R, B runne 1 1 and L Synne 468^ Da u mm, k arol% 
tosiiotir. games, c *340 Cursor M. ySox iTrm,* lu her claunse 
P'-r. di«inchif r fearoll bkwas pesortg. c 14100. Earn. Rose. 808 
. k 10 me liked right welt, That Courterie me cleped m, And 
lade me on the dauxxce go,. *S3S Cciverj>alk Ps. extix. 3 
Let them pmyw» his name in the daunce, x^o S»aks. 
Mils. N, it. L 254 Lul’d in. these flowers with dance* and 
delight, .xdatx "Biets fudg. xxi. 21 If the daughtem of 


Shiloh come out to daunee in daunces. *667 Milton P. /,, 
v. 619 That day.. they spent In song and dance about the 
sacred Hill. *730-4^ Thomson Autumn *225 I^apswildiy 
graceful in the lively dance, H. Wai.i-oi.k Virtues 

A need. Paint. (1 786- IL 157 The holy family with a dance 
of Angels, .is a capital picture, 1841 Lever C. O' Mali y 
cxviii, Walters whirled past in the wild excitement of the 
dance. Mod. He. partner tor the next dance. 

2 . A definite suu»'&»iou or arrangement of step* 
and rhythmical movements constituting one parti- 
ticular form or method of dancing. 

X393 Gower Conf. III. 365 The hove daunee ami the 
carole. 15a* R. Copland Utile k Maner of .Dauncynge of 
base daunee* after the vm of Fraunce. t$m Smak*. lieu. V, 
u. iv, 25 If we heard that England Were buried with 
a Whitson Morris-dance, xfleo j. Porv tr. Beds Afrka 1. 

1 55 A kinde of dunce which they use also in Spaine . . called 
The Canaries, tjn Bmmuu. Spirt. No. 67 r » Fyrrhiw 
..Inventing the Dance which it called after His Name. 

II. N. Kib*at.EV Nat. on Challenger u* Jllie ino»t. m 
terming dance.'* were a Club Dance mid a Fan iHt ce. 

b. A tune or musical com{>oritioa lor regulating 
the movement* of a dance, or eompos*il in it dan a? 
rhythm, 

xgDg Hawes Past. Pleas, xvt. xix, She cotmnaunded her 
myiJHtrdlcs right a >on« to play.- the geraill daunee, 
Moki.xv Itttr ul, Aim. 1S0 Bailie or daunee». . *orig«i, which 
being song to n dittie may likewise l« tlfitmcrd, ijit 
Briarnu. Sped, No. 67 ¥ 9 1 He 1 Hid the Fidler^phiya D»n<:« 
called Mol Badey, xMo Grove Diet, Mas. I, 350.'"! fli* 
{Chopin *1 hist , t:ampoi«itiati* were dauve* ; I’cilonaF® , 
Mararkas, ami Vahes. 

S. A social ga.theiing fur the purprme of dancing ; 

a dancing paity. 

CttAt/CEK L. G. IV, *269 Dido, Ain! waytyn hire at 
fcsiw and at dauncis. *790 . Burns Tam t/Slumte* y 78 Alt ! 
little* kenn'd thy reverend grannie. That «ark’rii« cof't for her 
w«e Nannie. . Wad ever graced a dance of witebe* ! a 1SI45 
Barham Ingald, Leg,, Wedding day,Whm asked to ayMiiy, 
a dance, or a dinner. Mod. Mr% S. *.* giving 11 dance 
in*teacl of a garden parly this year. 

4 . irons/, nwlfig. 

*75* Rambler Net, P5 4 Tl»f dance of 

the Wind of vigour, *t»c reset ed f <t him tluit liracvA Ins 
nerves, ( 1879 SrAtKRM Mmk of Bible 3 On*! 'rt.kriil say that 
rhythm ts the damx of MHinii. lil* Daily, lei. «S Jan.., 
The dance o!" the waters, especially to windward, wa» virihle 
for oyer a niile.amtnid, 

f 5 . jig* Course 'of Action ; mode of proctdtm*, 
play,. game. To kmw the old damn ef, I*’. * cPe 

s pt if assn de la vieillt dame, trite knowe*. well 
enough what belongs* to the Game* (i’ulgr , \ 
a 135* Miw«*t Poems 1. 66 At Doncle now e* done 
dauttce, And wend j»ui most it noher way.' Mud. v, t.| Sar-e 
it {mm nmerted |«»t ford out of France, Fare tired LoJ v 
■ men J>.«m a new daunee. 41386 Oiaucwr Pud. 476 Ilf 
rennsiics of lone rite knew f er ebaume For *he ktnule 
of that An l lie aide dmutcc 14*3 Jas. I Ringmpl, cl*»,xv, 
Thani. that ar no , ht entril imie 1 ne danre of htf’e. c *449 
lb cock A’efr. 1. xvi. 116 trod ( for Inn tinrtt and pile# lc) it 
Yngfoml, Inal h« 'wmt not into iijk daunt:*, ■ 1513 Mm a 
Rick, III, Wk*. S3 The ford Stanley and he bail dr(tarir«l 
wsilt diner ms other ford**, and 'broken all the clan net. lijp 
B. Ha cion Park ais Iron. Age wii 'Jim Kmj*t#«»r , , 
troubled, at this loo long and loo blonly darnx. 1731 
W«.N»m in Worley Life vlii. 41889) 1 74 Tht* dance , , will 
no for* her go. I meant well, but 7, tins Art cwikl not l,« 
aurriid into «a«a>llon witliotit art nr met) force,, ' 

0. Phrases : a. 'Jo hyitt, lead the dame ; jy, to 
Like the lead in any course of action, 

Coer de L* 3739 Tltt damyw.le* led* daun*c» 
1 1374 CtiAurtiM Troy Ban. 504 Vet mad* It* ' o .»% f e»»»!i 
a cxmamautHce* At {rough he s*.htdd« Isawf , led |»« ii«w« 
daunee. 'C,*3$te Wvclip Set, Sf r 4v». IL 3C0 taia |wt IriJib 
|y; daunee of love. .15*6 Skelton Mttgnj f 1348 Foly 
fotetl* it properly, Faney kdetli the dawnce, * 1579 Trmwx 
Calvin's Serin. Pim, 523/a l.liey begin the dance to 
lie punbhed, a x<5x6 lh um, K Fi, < it r * «< it, t, 
'I’hey • heard -yottr fordsliip Wa*. by th* Jadirri chotcr, in 
lead the dance, 17411 K! mn Ixiftoli. B dipole »j Svpt.,» 
M« de Gage* L now the m,>u who tegin * the dmn 

b. n lead, rarely give a ye mm a dance ; jj 
lo lead Jam) tit a wearying, perplexing* or rlov 
appointing course \ to cause him to undergo exertion 
or worry with no adecitiale 
h x§t9 Skelton Edit* H\ ^ Sin* f Imu turn J »nk« me l*y 
the hand and led me u daunee. *599 Foe n-n Aug ry I# Pm, 
Ahingd to, ii, I pray God, th* y u ay . L th l*e led a »kuk 
dance m the night I 168* jfiiira kinchu. Jl 4 ** (17161 II 
I think he las** led ne* a fow dance, I *«su n» tv ml, i/u» 
,S. L, t,r. C Ft vine's I \y, E. /ml. 4K !A ntdn'k* y J led »>«•* %ti h 
a dam:*?, that I had ufomra 'stuck tit t!»r Sk tipi, 1798 W, 
Hurr cm AMoking. 65, S riuudd fotve I d tfmu* 1 dame 
of twenty mike* tn hrtMkf.«*4 at Kidd* ramtot* r, 1H74 
At.nutx m / rad, Falrrr? u m It vra * M-u m ii,« 
the J*me had led Mr, Uiggitw c* uo ,htu f ; «:#f 

at dance in tltM.l’fe, . 

e. Dmm ef Death 1 an alb goricnl reitresto talton 
of Death leatMttg men of all rank* ami codditiom 
lit the ilame to ihe grave.: a very common sulifti t 
of pictorial rcpresentatifjr* during Ihe noddh* mp4. 
Also called dame F. dmm mmahre : 

sec liltrtb 

r*430 Doe, Panmt of Mocked roe Frol,, ’I hr whMi 
dawortt at Portfavtd 1% with ail the 

aumlusage, Hid,, Ifomh fvrd p*ak«th veto Ibr $v .5 # * 
and afti r to finny degree m Inlow oils, 1480 Rail, l >> , *» if 
»6 For and we now* in deathes daunee wntk lu foil 
»houkle wvi go, with hi*rr!Me vengeaume. 1494 I vitvt 
limn. vt. clvi, *4^ But ilrth y* h tu all prr^oiit.i ruill, 
fotflye took* h>m in his dyw me datinre, wIehs hr had fern 
. kyng .xlvil, yercR, 1631: Wkkv» * Am, Pun. ULm, j? 4 ! 
The 4 mm of Death the Ptcttit*- of death .leading *1 
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DANCING. 


estates. *833 J. Ballaway Archit. Eng \ 237 (Stanford) 
The Dance of Macabre (Holbein’s Dance of Death) was 
painted on the walls. 

d. St. Vitus's dance --Vwmv.k, q.v. ; also jig. 
Also St. John's, St. Guy's dance, terms applied to the 
dancing- mania of the middle ages. 

1621 Burton A nut. Mel. 1. i. 1. iv, Chorus Snncti Fill, or 
S. Vitus Dance, .they that are taken with it can do nothing 
but dance till they be dead, or cured. 1721 Bailey, Chorea. 
Santi Fill, St. Vitus’s Dance. 2746 J. Andree (title), 
Cases of Epilepsy, Hysteric Fits, and St. Vitus’s Dance, 
with the Process and Cure* 1804 Southey in H. D. Traill 
Coleridge (1884) 106 His [Coleridge’s] mind is in a perpetual- 
St. Vitus's dance— eternal activity without action. 2840 
Twkedik Pract. Med. XL 205 In St. John's dance, as well 
as in that of St. Vitus., a tympanic state of the abdomen was 
a frequent symptom, 

6. Dance upon nothing: an ironical expression 
for hanging (of. Dance v . 3 b). 

1840 Hoot) K ilmansegg, Her Death ix, Just as the felon 
condemned to die . .F*rom his gloomy cell in a vision elopes, 
To caper on sunny greens and slopes, Instead of the dance 
upon nothing. a 1845 *— An Open Question , note. If 
a dance upon Sunday led so inevitably to a dance upon 
nothing ! 

7. ait rib . and Comb as dame-leader , - lover , 
-tune ; dance-loving adj. ; dance-hall, -house, a 
public dancing saloon (U. S.) ; dance-music, 

‘ music designed as an accompaniment to dancing; 
also, music written in dance rhythm though not 
for dancing purposes* (Grove Diet. MusX 

x%x Scribners J fag. Sept. 276 r Port Said, abounds in 
French cafes and dance-halls, 2889 Boston (Mass.) Jrnl. 
24 Apr, 1/8 To run a dance-house and gambling-den. 
c 2440 Protnp, Parv. 214 Dawnceledere, eoraltes. 2860 
<*. H. K, Vac. Tour. 152 Very popular ..as a means of 
producing dance music. 

Bailee (duns', v. Forms: 4 6 daunse, 4-7 
daunce, (5 dawnco, 6 dans s, danse), 5- dance, 
fa. OF. dance -r, danse- r ~ IT. dansar , Sp. danzar, 
Pg. dansar, dansar , It. danzare . 

The origin of the Romanic word is obscure ; it is generally 
held (after Dies) to be art adoption of OHG. dansott to 
draw, to stretch out, from which is supposed to have arisen 
the sense 4 to form a file or chain in dancing'. From 
Romanic the word has been taken (back) in the sense 
* dance* into German : M JIG. tmizen / 1 sth c , M Du dansen. 
(OHG. dans&n was a derivative form from dim* in * Goth. 
pinsan in at- /Smart to draw towards one.)] 

1, intr. To leap, skip, hop, or glide with 
measured steps and rhythmical movements of the 
body, usually to the accompaniment of music, either 
by oneself, or with a partner or in a set. 

c 2300 K. Alls. 5213 Mery time it is in May. .Haydens so 
dauncen and thay play. 1388 Wycuf 2 Saw. vi, 14 Dauid 
. . datmside with all strength is bifur the Lord. 1483 Can- 
ton Gold. Leg. 147/3 He . . sente them into the gardyn to 
daunse & to carol le. 1530 Palsgr. 361 After dynner men 
avaunced them to daunce eclat* man with eche woman. 2632 
Milton //Allegro 96 Many a youth and many a maid 
Dancing in the chequer'd shade. 171a Steele Sped, No. 
466 J* 3 You shall see her dance,. or, if you will do her that 
Honour, dance with her. 2884 Miss Bradpom hhrnael ix, 

I never danced with any one in my life until to-day. I have 
danced by myself in the yard sometimes when there was an 
organ. 

t b. To dance barefoot : said of an elder sister 
when 11 'younger one was married before her. Ohs. 

2396 Shaks, Taw. She . n i. 33 Sim must haue a husband ; 
X. must dance bare-foot^on her wedding day. And for your 
lone to her lea.de Apes in hell. 174® Mrs. Dklany IJfef 
Corr. uStS'D XL 288 The eldest daughter was much dis- 
appointed that she should dance barefoot, and desired her 
father to find out a match for her,' 

c. Of animals taught to perform certain regular 
movements, 

1x530 ' ll ickscormr in Haul. Beds ley X. 184 Then should 
ye dance as a bear. 1854 Woo nAmim. Li/entaThc educa- 
tion of most bears' seldom aspires beyond teaching trie 
animal to stand on. its hind kgs, and raise each foot alter- 
nately,, ft performance popularly entitled ‘dancing'. 

d. transf and fig, 

2*2430 Lydg, Bothas 1, viii. (1544' 12 a, Beware afore or 
ye daunce in the rowe Of such as Fortune. hath from her 
whde ithrow. 2623 Shaks. Hen. VI//, v, iv. 68, I haue 
some of ’em in Limbo Pat rum, and there they are like to 
dance these three dayes, 

e. To dame to or after (a person's) pipe, whistle, 
etc. ; fig. to follow his lead, act after his desire or 
instigation.. 

156* J. Hkywood Prm*. % Epigr. (1867) dr To : daunce 
after her pipe, I am nv led. 2604. Middleton Father 
timbh.: Tales Wks, 1886 VIII, 65 Till the old devourer .. 
death, had made our landlord dance after his pipe, 2707 
Wmms Treat. // mniiity m. 98 When a man dances to 
the tune of the age wherein lie lives. # 28*3. Scott Peturil 
vii, I thought 1 had the prettiest girl in the Castle dancing 
after my whistle, 2845 S. Austin Remhds Hist , Ref. 1 . 523 
That most, of . these councillors . . will 'dance to Rome’s 
piping % if they do but see her gold. 

2. ' To leap, skip, spring, or move, tip and 'down, 
with continuously recurring, movement, from excite- 
ment or strong emotion. Said also of the lively 
skipping orprancing'-of animals* «bc! the heart, 
the blood. in the 'veins, etc. . ' 

■fi3*3 S/M. A Hit, /V A, 345 poj - hod datimee » any 
do, Bmundysch, .ft krais fry brake* brem-e. e 1400-^0 
Alexander. #618 For fes dtiwt of be dyn dauuced stalls. 
x5»fi Piigr. Per/. (W, de W. 2532) »$i Some. were con- 
mmfmd to leap* anti 'daunce for ioye* 2553' E m.m Treat. 
Memo Aph.) at The woman; 'runneth vp and clown, 
dftutndng. continually like a fraatilce 'bodies. *®tx Shaks, 


Wint. T. 1. ll no, I haue Tremor Cordis on me: my I 
heart daunces, But not for ioy, a 2720 Sheffield (Dk. 
Buckhm.) Whs. (1753) I. 160 The blood more lively danc’d j 
within our veins. 1792 S, Rogers Pleas. Mem. 1. 142 When 
the heart danced, and life was in its spring. 1821 I„akib 
Elia, Valentine's Day , He saw, unseen, the happy girl un- 
fold the Valentine, dance about, clap her hands. 2859 
Tennyson Enid 505 Y mol's heart Danced in his bosom, 
seeing better days. 

h. To run, go, or move on with dancing or 
tripping morion. 

2712 Arbuthnot John Bull 1. x, How you have danced 
the round of all the Courts. 2830 Scott Abbot xxiv. The 
moments . . danced so rapidly away. Ibid, xxxiv, Some 
sprightly damsel, who thinks to dance through life as through 
a French galliard. 1872 Black Adv. Phaeton ii. 20 These 
boys of twenty-five will dance over the world’s edge in 
pursuit of a theory. 

3. Of things inanimate : To bob up and down on 
the ground, on the surface of water, in the air, etc. 
Often with personification or figurative reference 
to gay and sprightly motion. 

2563 W, Fu lkk M dears ( 1 640) 7 b. The flame appeareth 
to leape or daunce from one part to the other, much like as 
bals of wild fire daunce up and downe in the water. 2567 
Drant Horace’s Epist, xviii. F vj, Whilst thy ship doth 
kepe a flote, ydauncinge on the plaine. 1665 Hookk 
Mit rogr. 231 Why the luub of the Sun, Moon, Jupiter .. 
and Venus, appear to move or dance, 2703 Moxon Meek. 
Exerc. 135 Care must be taken that the Bressunnners and 
Girders be not weakned more than needs, lest the whole 
Floor dance. 2812 H. & J. Smith Rej. Addr„ Cut bow ? 
iv, Light as the mote that daunceth in the beam. 1884 
Q. Victoria More Leaves 138 The little boat rolled and 
danced. 

b. Grimly applied to the movements of the body 
in or after death by hanging ; to i.ame upon 
nothing , to be hanged. 

2837 Major Richardson Brit. Legion vni. ed. 2' 210 
To see a fellow-being dancing in air after death, in the 
manner practised in England. 2839 H. Ainsworth Jack 
Sheppard xxxi. {Farmer , * You’ll dance upon nothing, 
presently*, rejoined Jonathan, brutally. x86a Carlyle 
Fredk. Gt . (1865) III. pm. iv. 21 This poor soldier, six feet 
three, your Majesty, is to dance on the top of nothing for 
a three -halfpenny matter 1 

4. irons, with the name or description of a dance 
| or measure as cognate object. 

c 1385 Chaucer L. G. IV. Prol. 200 (MS. Ggi Daunsynge 
aboute this flour an esy pas, 1509 Hawes Past. Pleas. 
xvi. xix. To daunce true mesures without varyaunce. 2599 
Porter Angry Worn. A bhtgd, m. ii, They have danced 
a galliard at beggars’-bush for it. a 1627 Middleton Chaste 
j Maui iv. iii, As if they’d dance the sword-dance on the 
stage. 2762 ( Joldsm. Life of Nash Wks. 1881 IV. 69 
i A minuet, danced by two persons. 1844 K. Fitzgerald 
j Lett. <18%* I. 142 If you could see the little girl dance the 
[ Polka with her sister ! 

f b. To dance Burnaby: to dance to a quick 
movement, move expeditiously. To dance the 
Tyburn jig : to be hanged : cf. 5 b. Obs. 

1664 Cotton Scarron. 25 Bounce cries the Port-hole, out 
they Hy And make the world dance Burnaby. 2664 Ether- 
edge Com. Revenge v. ii, Widow, here is music ; send for 
a parson, and we will dance I’arnaby within this half hour. 
2697 Vanbrugh Relapse Epil., Did ever one yet dance the 
Tyburn jig With a free air, or a well-pawdered wig ? 

5. To dance attendance : to wait (upon a person) 
with assiduous attention and ready obsequiousness ; 
orig. to stand waiting or 4 kicking one’s heels * hi 
an antechamber. See also Attendance 5 , 

252a Skelton Why not to Court 626 And Syr ye must 
daunce attendance, And take patient sufferatmee, For my 
Lords Grace, Hath now no time or space, To speke with you 
as yet. 26x3 Shaks. Hen. V/II, v. xi. 31 To suffer A man of 
Place . . To dance attendance on their Lordships pleasures, 
And at the dore too, like a l J o.st with Packets. 1673TKAHKRNK 
Ckr. Ethics xxv. 380 Few have observed that the sun and 
moon and stars dance attendance to It (the earth}, and 
cherish it with their influences. 1768 Gray in Corr. w, 
Nicholls (1842) 75 Here are a pair of your stray shoes, 
dancing attendance, till you send for them. 2883 Gilmour 
Mongols xxxi. 362 After dancing attendance on the court 
for a month or two they receive their dismission. 

0. causal, a. To lead in a dance, cause to dance. 
2665 Pepys Diary xx Oct., Having danced mv people as 
long as I saw fit to sit up, I to bed. 276s Sterne Tr. 
Shandy VI. ii. When my father had danced his white bear 
backwards and forwards, through half-a-dozen pages. 2773 
Goldsm. Stoops to Cong. 1, Though I am obligated to dance 
a bear, a man may be a gentleman for all that. 

b. To move or toss up and down with a dancing 
jerky motion ; to dandle. 

Wycuf /sa. Ixvi. xa Vp on the knes men shut daunt© 

.. [MS. //. a 1450 daunsen] yuu.^ 1546 H e ywood Proverbs 11. 
x, In hope. .In hir dotyng dales to be daunst on the lappe. 
1622 Fletcher Sp. Curate 11. i, I have dandled you, and, 
kissed yon, anti played with you.-and danced you. x6ftx 
W. Robertson P*hraseol. Gen. <1693! 41S To dance a child 
in one’s arms. 2773 Mad. D'Arblay Early Diary July. It 
.was. no sport to me to be danced up and down, and to find" 
the waves .. rougher every instant. 2850 Tennyson In 
Mem. Epil, I that danced her on my knee. 

7, With comp l, : To remove, put, bring, impel, 

; etc., off, away, out, in, etc,, by dancing, 

a 2633 Austin Med it, (1635) 208 So' was; the blessed .head 
of John. danced off his shoulders by a Harlot. ^ '*'7%' 
Gmerom Attachment 1 . 200, X danced a way. the recollection 
of it. tSijs Byron Watts vii. Her. nimble feet danced off 
another’s head. 1862 Merivale Rom. Emp. D865> VI. 1 269 
: That an obscure player . . should dance ■ himself Into the 
chamber of the empress. 2880 G. Meredith Trag.Com. 
iv, <**$02)29 like' a lady danced off her sense of fixity. Mod, 
1 fear- he lias danced 'away his chance. 


Danceable (da-nsabl), a. colloq. [f. Dance v. 

4 - -able ; cf. F. dansable . } Suitable for dancing ; 
fit to dance with. 

2860 W. Collins Worn. White 1. vi. 22 A flirtable, 
danceable, small -talk able creature of the male sex. 1891 
I Sut. Rev. 25 July 123/2 ‘The Shaking Polka’ . . is a very 
bright and danceable specimen. 

Bancer (dcrnsai). [f. Dance v. + -eh.] 

1. One who dances ; spec, one who dances pro- 
fessionally in public. 

C1440 Promp. Parv. 114 Dawncere. tripudiator, tripudi- 
atrix. 1399 Shaks. Much Ado 11. 1. m God match me 
with a good dauncer. 1688 Loud. Gaz. No. 2318/4 Stage* 
Plays, Dancers of the Ropes, and other Pubiick Shews, 
1790 Burns Tam O* Shunter 146 The dancers quick and 
quicker flew. 2858 Thackeray Virginians xxviii, She is 
a dancer, and. .no better or worse than her neighbours. 

rib. A dancing-master. Obs. 

2599-26. . Middleton, etc. Old Law m. ii, His' dancer 
now came in as I met you. a 1627 Middleton Chaste 
Maid 1. i, I hold my life you have forgot your dancing : 
when was the dancer with you? 

ric. transf. A dancing- dog. Obs. 

1576 Fleming tr. 'Cains* Dogs in Arb. Garner HI. 261 
The dog called the Dancer. . f They 1 are taught ami exercised 
to dance in measure, 2688 R. Holme Armoury n, 184/1, 

2. (pi.) A sect of enthusiasts who arose in 1374, 
chiefly in parts of Flanders, and were noted for 
their wild dancing; in Bat hoi, those affected with 
the dancing-mania (St. Vitus', St.John's dance, etc.) 
of the middle ages. 

2764 Maclaine tr. Mask elm's Ch. Hist, xiv* n, v. § 8 
Directly the reverse of this melancholy sect was the merry 
one of the Dancers, which . . arose at Aix la-Chapelle. 

1 2844 Babington tr, HeckePs Epidemics Mid. Ages j. 88 
vote. According to the Chronicle of Cologne, the St. John’s 
dancers sang during . their paroxysms. x88x 3 Sciiafe 
Encycl , Re tig. KnowL I. 602 The sect of the .Dancers, 
who were enthusiasts, first appeared in *374, on the Lower 
Rhine, dancing in honor of St, John. 

3. ~ Dandy-roller, q.v. 

4. pi. Stairs, slang. 

1671 R. Head Eng. Rogue t v. D874) 5a (Farmer) Track 
up the dancers, go up the stayres. 1725 in Acw Cant, 
Did. 2822 J. H. Vaox Flash Did., Dancers, stairs. *829 
I.vrroN Dwrwned 65 Come, track up the dancers, ana. 
dowse; 1 he glim 1858 — What will he do t xvi. D. », Come, 
my Hebe, track the dancers, that is, go up the stairs. 

6, pi. A local name for the aurora borealis or 
northern lights. Afro Merry dancers. 

c 2727 Lett.fr. Mist's JrnL /1722’S I. 99 In the' North of 
Scotland . . they are seen continually every Summer in the 
Evening ... they call them Dancers, 1727 Phil, Tram. 
XXXV . 304 The M eteor call'd by our Sailors, Merry Dancers, 
was visible, and very bright, 1863 C Sr. John Nat. Hist, 
Moray S6 April 7th (1847). .we saw a very brilliant aurora 
borealis, or as they term it here, * The Merry Dancers *, 
t Banceress. Obs., exe. as nonce-wd. [a. OF. 
danceresse , danseresse, now supplanted by danseuse : . 
see -FKs.] A lemale dancer. 

2388 Wycuf Rctius. ix. 4 Be thou not customable with 
a daunserchse [2382 a leperes&e or tumbler}, neither hem 
thou hir. 1491 Caxtom Vitas Pair. (W. dew. 24951 1 xli. 
62 h/i The moost excellent Jongleresse or Dawncere? ne that 
was in the cytee of Anthyoche. ■ 2633 Prynnk MistBe- 
Ma&tix v. viii.' 260 What doth a Danceresse doe? She. im- 
pudently uncovers her bead. 2855 House/:. Words XL 57 
A cavalier may. .offer, .a glass now.and then tohisdanceress. 
t Da*ncery. Obs. rare *“ J . [a. OF. danserie, 
dancing, ball: see -EHV.j Dancing. 

26x5 Chapman Odyss. viii. 504 : Two, with whom none 
would strive in dancery. 

Bancette (dansc - t),xA ■ [app. a modem form- 
ation, inferred from next.]; 

1. Her, A fesse with three indentations, 

1864 Boutell Heraldry Hist. 4* Pop. xiv, § x (ed. 3) 160 
The ‘daunces' 1 are equivalent to a group of fusils conjoined 
in fesse across the shield, which is sometimes Lktssanedas 
a ‘dancette ’ or a fesse duncettce. 

2. Arch. A zigxag or chevron moulding. 

2838 Britton Did. Archit. 249 The chevron moulding, 
or dancette. 1876 Givilt Encyd. Arckit. Gloss. 

Baacette, ~ee (dtmset^ -ti), a. Her, "Also 
-ty. [app,; a, corruption- of F . dtmdtJ, dmchp.m 
OF. also damti . v:— late L. dmiicMus, f. dent* 
tooth » .tised in .same .sense. 

Dancette or. ' dance tt may . have' originated' in a - sc.ri.bal 
error, for. dancM'. or damm ■ OF. had also the 'phrase 
a danst'stzdanchL ] - 

■■ Of .a line, the 'edges of a.'fe$$e,.et.e» : Having large 
and deeply marked indentations, usually three' in 
number; -Dancy. . 

x6io Geillim Hemhiry il iii. (1660) 55 These 'two ■ iasst 
mentioned sorts of lines via. -Indented' and Dattnseftc are 
both one. .their fornie is all one, but in quantity they differ 
much in that the. one is much wider 'and deeper Chau the' 
other. ■ . 2662 'Morgan Spk. Gentry i.'iL 25 Dancette differs 
from Indented, -by reason it consists but of three teeth, only. 
2864 Bootill Heraldry Hist, 4 '-/V/.- xiii. fed, 3) .*15' 
A chief dance tiee. . 2882 Cussaks HeraMry ii 47 'Ihe lines 
• by which' a shield is divided . . mayassame any of the follow- 
ing form. .ln 4 ented t .Dftm»tt^ ‘but 3 'indentaffemt iv. 59. 
A^ent;...a Bend vert, between Corises' dancetfd-.guk*. ; 
Bancing’ (damsiq), vbl, $b, [-ing *.] The 
action of the verb Dance, 

■m *300 Cmw M. 7602 ' (Gfftt.) In- hair dauuemg. |us-:. was : 
-hair 'sang, a 2340 H ampuls Psalter xxxix. 6 Xf^py«-g«' 
■ffc. daunceynge.. of 'tumblers .& herlotes. 2530 TiNDALS- 
Pmef. ;Pneimfe$ Wks. It 5731375 As who -sbcnild say, ■ we 
- payd '.for 'all mens .daunsing. *1633 P. .Fl*t€h*i PmptelsL 


DANCING, 


vn. xxx. 92 With dancings, gifts and songs. 1670 Cotton 
Espernojt u, vi. 244 One night that the King had appointed 
a great Dancing at Court. 1766 Fordyce Semi.- Vug. 
Women 'ed. 4' I. vi. 236^ What is dancing, in the best sense, 
but the harmony of motion rendered more palpable? 1855 
Thackeray Newcomes xxiv, They had no dancing at Grand- 
mamma’s : but she adores dancing. 

b. alt rib, and Comb., as dancing -assembly, 
-chamber, -days, -dress, -Jloor, -kail, -house, -match, 

- pipe , -pump, - shoe , etc. ; dancing-malady, 
-mania, -plague ~ Chorea ; dancing-mi stress , 
a female teacher of dancing ; f dancing rapier, 
a sword worn only for ornament in dancing; 
dancing-room, a room for dancing ; spec, one for 
public dancing. Also Dancing-master, -school. 

176s Cowpbk Let. to J. Hill 3 July, Mere is a card- 
assembly, and a ^dancing-assembly, c 1383 Chaucer L.G. IV, 
1106 Dido, To *daunsyng-chauiuberys , .This Enyas is led. 
1592 S.'tArcs. Rom, d* Jut. 1. v. 33 Nay sit. . For you and I are 
past our *dauncing daies. 1724 Swift Stella's Birthday , 
As when a beauteous nymph decays, We say, she's past 
her dancing-days, 1843 Long;--. Sp. Student n. i, Now 
bring me. .my *dancing dress And my most precious jewels ! 
1839 — Hyperion m, iii, Used as a *dancing-floor. 1753 
Goldsm. Let. Wks. x38i IV, 474 When a stranger enters the 
^dancing-hall he sees one end of the room taken up with the 
ladies. 1818 Scott lirt. Midi, ix, Nae frequenter of play- 
house, or music-house, or *dancing-house. 1878 tr. Ziemssm's 
Cycl. Med, XIV. 416 As a pandemic disease, the “dancing- 
mania died out in the fifteenth century. 1741 Richardson 
Pamela. II. 145 All the Ladies could prevail upon my Master 
for, was a “Dancing-match. 1852 D.ckens Bleak If, II. vii, 
“Dancing-mistress though in her limited ambhion she 
aspired to be. c 1440 I 'romp. Parr. *14 “Pawncynge pvpe, 
carola. 1847 Alb. Smith Chr. Tadpole x ix. {18791 167 They 
all wear jackets and trowsers, and trodden out “dancing- 
pumps. 1788 Wolcott < 1\ Pindar) Peter's Pension Wks. 
1812 II. 17 T illume The goodly Company and “Dancing- 
room. 1836 M\ rray s Ilandbk. N. Germ. 271 Occupied by 
low taverns and dancing- rooms. 1709 Steele Taller No, 180 
f 8 “Dancing-Shoes not exceeding Four Inches H eight in the 
Heel. 

Da*2icing‘, ///• a. [-ing 2 .] That dances, In 
various senses of the verb. 

[t* 1386 Chaucer Knt's T. 1343 What ladies fairest bene or 
best daunceinge. 3 1568 Fui.wel Like Will to Like in Had. 
Dodsl. y III. 310 Whom have we here? Tom Tumbler, or 
else some dancing bear? < 1383 Stubbks Aunt. Alms . 11. 
{1882) 33 Their dansing minions, that rninse it fid gingerlie. 
1697 Dryden Virg, Georg, 1. 506 Chaff with eddy Winds is 
whirl’d around, And dancing Leaves are lifted from the 
ground. ' *701 Dk Foe True-born ' Eng. 8 A Dansing 
Nation, Fickle and Untrue. x8$ 7 J. Ball Nat. in S. 
Arnvr. 1 5 The irregular surface of the little dancing waves. 

b. f Dancing-goats [Lai taprm sail antes'], a 
species of meteor or aurora; d meing-damsel, 
-wench, -woman «« Dancing -girl. 

1563 W. Folk* Meteors (1640) 6b, Of fiery meteors., 
they nave divers names: for they are called burning stubbie, 
torches, damming or leaping Goaies. Ibid. 7 b, Dansing 
Goats are, .as when two torches be scene together, and the 
flame appeareth to leape . or dauuce from one part to the 
other, . x6o5 G. WJootKOCKBj tr, Justin 42 b, He begat 
Larissa, a dauncing damsel *698 Fryer Acc. E, India $ 
P. 160 The Dancing Wenches stinging with Bella at their 
Wrists and Heels. . jt8xo T. Williams E. India Fade M, 
I.3861Y,) The dancing- women are of different kinds. 

Da*neing-girl. [Dancing///, a,] 

1. A girl who dances in public; a. female pro- 
fessional dancer ; esp. in India, a nautch-girl 
(in Pg. bailadcira, Bayadere). 

*766 Golds u. Cit. W. xlv, 'Pleased with the postures as 
well as the condescension of our dancing girls. *782 Ann. 
Reg. 43 A company of strolling dancing girls from Surat 
appeared on a platform.. . 184a Longf, Sp. Stud. 1. i, A mere 
dancing-girl, who shows herself Nightly, half-naked, on the 
stage,' for money. 1848' Hr. Martineaw East, Life 11850) 
283 There was a booth with dancing-girls, a horrid sight. 

2. Dancing- girlsi a; plant, Mcmitsia sanatoria, 
cultivated " in . green-houses for • the beauty and 
singularity of its 'purple, and yellow flowers, 

1866 Treas. Bet. 719/1 "Its flowers.'. present some resem- 
blance to a ballet-dancer; hence the popular' name, Dancing 
Girls, applied to the plant, 

Dancingly (dcrnsirjli), adv. ff. Dancing ppl. a. 
+ -LT a .] ;in a dancing or capering manner, 

.1667 H. More Dm, ■ Dial . . m, xxxvi. L713) 283 If you be; 
so dancingly merry* ^xfiar Chamb. JmL 27 Aug, 552/2 
A chill gleam . . lit dancingly on Miss Mattie’s fate, 
Ba’ncing-matster. [Dancing vld. sb.] A 
professional ■ teacher ' of cl a n cing. . ■ ' 

1651 ditte I,. The. English Dancing-Master. 16S* Otway 
Soldier's Fort, v. v,Odd, they’ll make an old fellow of sixty- 
five cut a caper like a dancing-master," xfxx Ammson S/ect, 
No, 2'9'F.n -Tht .Shepherds-. » acquit themselves, in. a' Ball" 
better titan our 'English Dancing-Masters* xBm 'Emerson 
Cond, Life, Culture (Bohn' II, 37 x In town, he can find 
the swimming-school, the/gymnasium,' the 'dancing-master. 

BaT3.cing-SCli.ool* [L as' pree.] A school 
for instruction in. dancing. 

1580 Ra ret A Ltu .1) ixS'A. daunsing schools^ xmg Shahs. 
Hen, V, titv'. v, 3#. They bid' vs. to the ''English Dancing-' 
Schooled. : tbpB ward Simp, Cebkr-o The Church will 
sooner ; become' ■ the Devils .dancIngSchode, ■' then Gods 
■ Temple, 1837 Hr. Mautineau Sec. Amer II, 356 A warn- 
ing, that. no young lady: who attended dancing-school that 
winter, should be. employed.' 

f Ba*ncitxve, a. Obs. mncc-wd. ff. Dance v., 
on the analogy of sensitive ; cf. talkative.] Inclined 
or given to dancing, 

x6o6 SirG. Gomecappe it* 'in Bullet* G*PL III, 3* Your 
. lA>rd is very daacitive' me thiakes*..- • 
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DAHDIPKAT. 


t llanoy, a. Her. Obs . rare. [a. OF. dansie, 
danchi late L. denticatas toothed, f. dent- tooth.] 
Toothed, indented. 

x6xx Cotgr., Danchi, indented ; or (as in tenues of 
blazon) dancy. 1706 Phillips, Dancette or Dancy . 

Band, slang or dial, abbreviation of Dandy, 

18S6 T. Hardy Mayor of Cast, xxvii, Farfrae, being 
a young dand. 2891 ■ — Tess I. 89 You will never set out 
. .without dressing up more the dand than that? 
Bandelion (dEe'ndffoten). Forms : 6 dent de 
lion, dentdelyon, dantdelyon, 6-7 dan-, danfce- 
delyon, 7 dent-, dendelion, 6- dandelion, 
[a, F. dent de lion, in mecl.L. dens leonis, * lion’s 
tooth’, f.om the toothed outline of the leaves.] 

1 . A well-known Composite plant ( Taraxacum 
Dcns-leonis or Leontodon Taraxacuni), abundant 
in meadows and waste ground throughout Europe, 
Central and Northern Asia, and North America, 
with widely toothed leaves, and a large bright 
yellow flower upon a naked hollow stalk, suc- 
ceeded by a globular head of pappose seeds ; the 
leaves, stalk, and root contain a bitter milky juice. 

25x3 Douglas JEneis xu Frol. 1x9 Seyr downy* smaiil on 
dent de Hon sprang, 1578 Lytb Dodoens v. xyi, 568 Dan- 
delion flowreth in April and August. Ibid. 569 The second© 
kind© is called . . in shoppes Dens leonis , m French Piste* 
end id . , in Englishe Dandelyori. 1655 Hartlir Ref. Silk- 
worm 3s They wil also eate the heart* called Dan tedel yon. 
169a Tryon Good Honse-w. xxii. (ed. a) 216 Our Herb 
called Dandelion ■ that is in English, Lyons Tooth, lieeauseof 
the similitude of its Leaf). 173® hunmimon Rules of Diet 

I. 249 The Juice of the Dandelion is a remedy in intermit- 
ting Fevers. *805 Words vv. Vaudracour 4* Julia, A tuft 
of winged seed , .from the dandelion's naked stalk . , Driven 
by the autumnal w hirlwind. *87* Oliver /Clem. Bat. 11. 195 
In Dandelion, all the florets are. .ligulate and yellow, 

2 . Applied, with qualifying words, to other 
Composites : as Autumnal I)., Apargia autum - 
nalis ; Blue D., a species of lettuce (Lactuca 
sonchifolia\ with toothed leaves ; Dwarf D. (U.S.), 
Krigia virginica ; False D ., 1 a branching compo- 
site of the southern U n ited St n tes, Pyrrhopappus Ca - 
rolinianus, with dandclion-likeheads’ {Cent. Diet.). 

3. attrib. 

1656 M ennis & Smith Mnsarum Del, (Huron's Apparel, 
His lOberonV} breeches, dined with d.tndelyon plusn. *821 
Clark Fill Minstr. I, 1 14 The dandelion flowers. 1883 
Miss Bradddn Gold. Calfvn. 83 A$ light and airy as that 
dandelion seed. 

Bander darmbD, sbf Sc. [Origin unknown], 
A piece of the vitrified refuse of a smith’s fire or 
a furnace; a calcined cinder or piece of slag. 

# 179s Newt® Tour king, if Scot. 2 30 These fpeatsl burnt 
in kiln-pots leave a plate of yetlin amongst the ashes, which 
the country people call a dander. x8a8 Scott E. M, Perth 
iii, * Nay, father/ said the Smith, * you cannot suppose that 
Harry Cow cares the value of a smithy-dander for such 
a cub/ 1828 Specif. T. Stirling's patent No. 5685. 3 
A layer of dander or the scoriae obtained . from the Carron 
Ironworks in Scotland, *888 Cycl. Tour. Club Gas. Mar. 
98 1 The horse sprained the fetlock joint in the near fore- 
foot . . in consequence of a number of. lumps of ashes or 

* danders * having been left on the road. 

Bander (danubi), sbA [Origin uncertain : 
app. West Indian or American.] (See quot.) Now 
commonly Dundee, q.v. 

He 1796 Sir j. Dalrymtlk Qfaent, Veasi-cake x Tlie season 
for working moituises lasts five months, of which three weeks 
are lost in making up the dander, that is, the ferment. 
Balder, sbA * Dandruff, q.v. 

Bander (d? emcloD, sbA. U. S. collet/, and dial. 
[Conjectured by some to be a fig. use of Dander *1, 
dandruff, scurf; but possibly fig. of Dander 2, 
ferment.] Ruffled or angry temper; in phr. to get 
ones dander up, etc. 

X837-40 H a URUKTON Clockm, ( *86»> 3 r He was fairly ryled, 
and got his dander up, 1848 Ixsweu* Biglow P, Poems 1890 

II. 49 Wist ’ll git your dander rise ? 1849 Thackeray /V«- 
demise xliii, when my dander is up it’s the very thing to 
urge .me on* 1884 Cheshire Gloss. % v„ * I got fib dander 
up’ means! put him out of temper. flnDiakct Glossaries of 
L umbrtd,, Sheffield, Berkshire, \ 

Bander (dae nd»j), sbA $c. md dial. Also 
daunder, dauner. [f. Dander v.J 
1 * Sc. A stroll, a saunter. 

tSax Joseph ' the Book-Man 17 He*d from Edina take 
a dander To. Glasgow, *883 Hashyth; Antobim. xxL 37a 
We had a long dander together through the Old 'Town, 

2 . dial. A fit of shivering. 

*877 in Holdermss Gloss* 

Bander (dsento), V. Sc. and dial Also 
daunder, damn r, dawner. [A frequentative 
form like blunder, wander. Conjectured by some 
to -be aklk to .Dandle : cf, dadder and doddle!] 

1 , intr . To walk idly or purpc^elessly ; to stroll, 
saunter. (Sc. and north, dial) 
ax6oo Bur el hi Watson Colled. 117061 II, 19 0am*! 
Quhilea wandring, uuhilcs dandring. 1724 Ramsay lead. 
Misc. 1*733! I. ys.Alane through flowVy hows, I dander* 
*808 Anderson Lumbrld, Ball. 57 The wearied, auld fwok 
dsuider’d heame. . 1830 Galt Lawrie TV ol viil (1849) 4 .34 
I . would, just dauner about and dwine .away, i 8«6 M«s. 
Carlyle Lett. II, 288 To see poor Jess Donaldson daunder* 
■■*»£ about, opening drawers and presses, 1889 Barrie 
Wirntmo in 7 Arums xvb * 53 Hendry daxidcred la to change 
Ms coat deliberately. 


2 . dial a. To ‘wander’ or < ramble * in talk, 
to talk incoherently, b. To tremble, to vibrate ; 
applied also to the rolling sound of a chum. In 
this sense akin to dunder , dunner . 

at 724 Battle of Har law xvhi. in Evergreen I. 8*$ l he 
Armies met, the Trumpet sounds, The danariug Drums 
allonddid touk, 1847 78 Haluweu,, Dander, .to tal*; in- 
coherently. Chesh. 1855 Robinson li 7n thy Gloss, , Gamier, 
to tremble as a house seems to do from the w*ide when 
a carriage passes heavily in the street. 1876 Mid, i prksk. 
Gloss., ‘ Thou danders like an old weathercock— hold stdl 
with thee/ - 

Hence Ba'nderer, one who ‘danders ; Da*nder- 
ing 'ppl tt*, that ‘danders*. 

*8ax Dlackw. Mag. Jam 407 (Jam.) Thou art but a datm- 
dcrer a-down the tlyke-sides. « 1774 Fumtymu Poems, 
C aider Oysters, We ueedira ' gie a jdack I' or dand r»n 
mountebank or quack. *849 Mrs. Carlyle Lilt II, 8$ 
There are always some ‘ dauderiug individuals dropping in* 
Bau&iacal (dmuDiakal), a. [A Carlikan 
derivative of Dandy, after hypochomh mnJ and 
the like.] Of the nature of, or characteristic of, 
a dandy ; dandified. 

tZxx Carlyle Sart. Bes. ut, x. (heading The Dandiacal 
Body*. It appears as if this 1 >andUaad w«*ir* but *t new 
modification . . of that primeval Buperatititm,' Self worship. 
*845 Mrs. Carlyle Lett. I. j»* How wanh*d out the bean- 
thuT dandiacal face looked. *886 Sai,A' iii lllmtr. 

News 7 Aug 138 Arrayed in the most dandiacal manner. 
Bwidificatioii (dse-'tidifikr 1 Js>n), c allot/, [f. 

Dandify v»] The action of dandifying or fact of 
being dandified ; concr. a dandified adorn »Knt. 

x8*7 Black w. Plus;. XXL There is no <1 ndification 
about it, no cockneyism. *856 Thackeray Christ mm M$. 
<1872)137 j Hej surveys lus'Miining little .. hia gloves 
and other daudificationt with a pleased wonder. 


Ban&ifLed, ppl tolhq. [f. next + -rn.] 
Made or adorned in the style of a dandy; 
foppish. 

x8*6 Disraeli Vh\ Grey tv. I, He was' dressed . - in the 
most dandified style that you can conceive. 1856 U, A* 
Vaughan Mystics 118 60) 1 . vi. i. *50 A rainbow .colowed, 
dandified puppy,, a secretary of the bishop'**. 

Baxtdify d»*nc!ifi>»), v. cello,/. AI?o clandyfy* 
[set* -fy.J tram. To give the character or style of 
a dandy to ; to make trim or smart like a dandy. 

x8»3 Mirror I. 365/a DandYfying in the first style for the 
occasion. 18*4 Atw Monthly Mag. XI. *50 'The male b 
dsndyfying his plumage. *859 W. 21 . Egypt II. 

134 For fcar, if' smartened up and diwidified, 2 m dtmtld 
become the object of envy. 

Bamdilly, <*. and sk Sc * Also daadily. [app, 
a deriv. of Dandle v.] A. mlj. Pelted, Sfxdled 
by being made too much of. Jamieson alto gives 
the meaning ‘ Celebrated B. sk A jset,. a 
darling, 

*S*»' m Dvmkar Schir, $il rmtemhir 69, I we* in )owth 

on nurebs kn«. fealdl Dandely,. bisebop, dandaly. 

Ctn la nii Poems 76 (jam.) The fate of torn® »«« 

once DamitlSies, Might teach the younger stags and fillies, 
Not for to trample 'poor aut-htwree. *7.. in R. Jainiews 
Pop. SmgntMt I. 334 (Jam. 1 And he has married 1 dandify 
wife. She w&dna shape, nor yet wad site sew, a 1808 K«ms 
Songs X4S (jam.) The dimcSiily toast of the parish Is woo'd 
and married and a*. *8*8 Sam Br, Lamm, xxxiv* Yon 
dandiUy maiden, .a* glistenin' wF'goud and jewels, 
Baadily, Handiness : sec Dandy. 
Bandiprat (dse*adip)8et% Obs. m arch. Aim 
6 dand©-, dandy-, dftndip*stt(e, daniy-, 6 8 
dandy-, 7 dantiprafc, (dand-prat). ^ [Etymology 
unknown ; as the sense-development is also uncep* 
t tin, the senses are here arranged chronologi- 
cal y.] 

t L Applied to a small co’n, worth three half- 
pence, current in England in the ifilh e. ( h, 
et$m T. Nc*iieoi..k in Ellin prig, left, Srr, in, I. |i* 
Suv he a Coyne might l e dwisccl. a were * lie dandipatH* 
*530 Palhgr, 4- jB 3 Coyle mn the eland ypfiiti*, % and \ ri* die 
pence. xs4» Rrcordr G>. Arles *1575) *98 A DwMliprjii, 
worth 3- half® pens. *$74 H«* umm tluimr.dl* Earn, if. 
11.77)253 if they scAe an h;tff}»rnie U*r sptce, 1* janie Dr 
oindels, a damliprat for an . earthen, pot. 1605 Cam op* 
Rem. (j' 6|7* 188 K, Henry the 7th stamped ,1 iiiiiiil^coiti* 
called' claudyprats* *64* Vmm&A mtip. A pmm ICuttve, 
scant' worth « dundyprat. ' 

■ 2 . A. small « insignificant, or contemptible fellow; 
a dwarf, pygmy. Also atirik Obs, or arch. 

*SS& J* H«yw<»» Spider # /% h. 15S Yet '«»' the giantes 
3«wes pat' down# datidipratti, Soahaii we jmt downe these 
dandiprst l-rag bruits, ■' . *606 SYLvitiTKa Du Surtax ih m, 
i i"i64*jr Am 1 R'.Dog, tiiciti '.Dwarf®, thon Datiili* 
prat? *659 1 'mmAm, Sipiikamil, ptgmeis, m datuly-prAW 
that be but three spans long;, xyxS mom use ikat 1173.3) 
I. an, I mw & little Dandipral riding about, who, they 
said, was « hugeous great 1 4 ink *84* Ore. I*. Thosihhum 
£xrm <’ 1.64a). VI. 133 The- dandiprais of . St. Stephen** 
,.todk thentmlvee for patrictan* of old Rome. 

b. Said of a young lad, little boy, urchin ; tarely 
(qttot, 1638) a yoLRg girl, Obs. ox arch, 
x $ 83 Stamyhuelt Maris 1. lArb. • 41 On father his 

neck thee datwlsprat hjwgctlx, *<hj8 HKVW*»m* I# n«* Woumn 
1. Wks. 1874 V. Her tram® Is Lm,e. With thk J fit? di- 
prat, thR pretty little Atwv fane, if* yon blunt frit* twin love, 
tSjwd JCaroouvT Fair \MxmmA in. i, ' Boy. A Candle, Sift 
Tts brawl. Daylight yet. whim*. Whet then," little 
Dendymrat? : *&* -Soott Kmtim. xavi, '"It h even *0, my 
M«le dawlleprat,. gfag CALvxnuev Fty*Lmms t Cock # 
Bull, It s a thittgi botightOf.a bit of m chit of a boy » / Chef * 
tw ray sotckeriog dsusdiprxtfs own tenas 
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Dandiz 9 tte (daendizet). Also dandisette, 
dandysstto, -zette. [f. Dandy ; app. after French 
words like grisetle,'] A female dandy. 

182* New Monthly Mag, I. 409 The city dandy and 
dandiseite. 1825 Blackw. Mag. XVII. 336 Lord Fopping- 
ton was a dandy, and Lady Fanciful a dandyzette. 1890 
Bally News 16 Sept. 4/7 The humours of the Dandies and 
the Dandizettes are shown up. .in these pleasant pages. 

Dandle (dse*ndl), v. Also 6 dandil 1, -yll. 
[Not known before 1 'th c. To be compared with 
It. dandola , var. of dondola , * a childes baby [ — 
doll] ; also a dandling” ; dandolare , var. of dondo- 
lare, 1 to dandle the baby’ (Florioh to swing, toss, 
shake to and fro ; dally, loiter, idle, play, sport, 
toy. But actual evidence of the derivation of the 
Eng. word from the Italian has not been found. 
Another suggestion is that the word may be 
cognate with Ger. tiindcln intr. * to dawdle, toy, 
trifle, dally, play, dandle ”, dim. of MHO. tiinden to 
make sport i, with), play ; but no word of this family 
is known in Old or Mid. Eng., and the sense is not 
so close to the English as in the Italian word.] 

1. tram. To move (a child, etc.) lightly up and 
down in the arms or on the knee. Also Jig. 

1530 Palsgh. 506/2, I dandyll, as a mother or nourryee 
dotn a chiide upon their lappe. 1614 Bp. Hall. Recoil. 
Treat. 804 Your Church, in whose lappe the vilest mis- 
creants are dandled, c 1672 Wood Life (Oxf. Hist. Soc. * I. 
79 f He] would often take her out of the cradle, dandle her 
in his armes. xj6z Goldsm. Nash 93 Dandling two of 
Mr. Wood’s children on her knee-. 1847 J, Wilson Chr. 
North (1837) I* 146 He sits dandling his child on his knee. 
*88* F. P. V ernky in Content/*. Rev. XLII.961 The nurse 
took up a child and dandled it kindly. 

b. tram/. To move (anything) up and down 
playfully in the hand. 

a 1678 Marvell Poems, Checker Inn, Thou’kken him out 
by a white wand He dandles always in his hand. 18 63 
Tylor Early Hist , Man, ii. 20 In the sign .. for ‘child’, 
the right elbow is dandled upon the left hand. 

2 . fig To make much of, pet, font lie pamper. 

1575 Gascoigne Pr. Pleas. Kenilm. Wk«. (1587' 12, 

I would coufesse that fortune then, full freendly dyd me 
dandle 159a Wyrley Armorie 143 She dandies him, and 
then on him she frowns. 1603 Z. Jones Layers Specters x6 
Which did entertain and dandle him with all manner of de- 
lights. 174a Young Nt. Th. i. 3x5 By blindness thou a-t 
blest ; By dotage dandled to perpetual smiles. x88x Gqldwin 
Smith Lectures Ess. 42 No man or nation ever was 
dandled into greatness. 

1 3 . To trifle, play, or toy with. Qbs. 

1569 E. Fenton Seer. Nature 66 a, Noble men, whome 
she courted and dandled with such dissimuled sleightes in 
lone. 1596 Spenser State trel. Wks. : Globe* 648/1 They 
doe soe dandle theyr doinges, and dal lye in the service to 
them committed, as yf they would not have the Enemye 
subdued. x6ix Speed Hist. Gt. Brit. jx. xx. (1632) 970 
King Henries Ambassadors . . haning been dandled by the 
French during these illustue practises. *646 J. Hall Horse 
Vac. 83 Some studies would behug’d as imploymeuts, others 
onely dandled as sports. 

4 , intr. To play, or toy (wit ft), rare. 

1829 West /ft. Rev. XL 207 That sort of dandling with 
Irish history. x86< Carlyle Fredk. Gt. VI, xvi. xx. 256 
While dandling with the flute. 
fS. * Dangle. Qbs. (? erroneous.) 

16x4 R. Tailor Hog hath lost Pearl iv. in Hazk Dods/ey 
XL 480 A holy spring, about encompassed By dandling 
■sycamores and violets. ' *636 W. D. tr. Comenius Gate Lot. 
uni. § r 47 The wild Swan, .in his crop, < dandling just below 
his beak 1 insatiable, ■ 1687 A, Lovell tr. Bergerac's Cow. 
Hist, !, 33 Having more shaggy Rags dandling about me 
than the errantest Tatterdemaihon. 

1 0. * Dander i. Sc Qbs. 

a x6oo Bur el in Watson Collect. (1706) IT, 39 (Tam.) Euin 
as the blind man gtangs lie ges, In houering iar behynd, Bo 
dois thou daudill in distres. ' ■ 

Dandler [dsemdloib [f. Dandle + -br *.] One 
who dandles : see' the verb. 

1598 Florid, Trescatore, a jester, a dallier, a dandler. 
x6xt Cotgr., Mighardeur. , a luller. dandler, cherisher. 1830 
Cunningham. Brit. Paint . 1 . 269 Poor Miss Morris was no 
dandler of babes, 

t Damdling’, sb. Qbs , (or dial.) [f. Dandle v. 
+ -1NQ.] A dandled child; a fondling, a pet. 
x6ri Cotgr.. Alignot, a wanton, feddle, fauorite ; a dilling, 
dandling, darling. 1695 Kennett Par, A nth/. Arp. 695 
Fortune, .before made him her a dandling, [1847-78 Hal- 
MWell,. Dandling, a fondling child.) 

Dandling (dse-ndlir)), vbL sb. [-ing- F] The 
action of the verb Dandle, q.v. 

1591 W, Were Let. toR. Wilmott in Tancred «S; Gismund, 
Let it run abroade 'as many parenteedoe their children once 
past dandling), *592 Shake. Ven. fyAd. 562. x6oz Masston 
Ant. A Mil in. wks. 1856 I. 39 That wanton dandling of 
your fan* ■ . *836 Sir W, H a miltdn Discuss. 1 185.2) 260 [He] 
has long out-grown the need of any critical dandling. 

Bamdlmg, ///. a. [-INO That dandles : 
see the verb. Hence Ba'mlliagXy adv. 

*30 Fi.orio, Vmmsmminte, wantonly, dandlinglie,. 
Dandruff, daudriff (danidrfff, -if). Forms ; 
6 dandrif, 6 7 -ruffe, -raff(e, 7 -ruf, -riff©, 7- 
-ruff, -riff; also 6-7 dandro, 8-9 dander. [Of 
unknown' origin. 

For conjectures, see Wedgwood, Edward 'Miller, ' Skeat ; 
nothing satisfactory has been suggested.) ' 

Dead scarf-skin separating in small scales and 
entangled in the hair ; seuri 


2545 Raynold Byrth Mankymle iv. vi. ^634'' 198 They 
that haue bkeke hayre luiue more store of DandruiTe then 
others. i6ox Holland Pliny xx, vi, The iuice of Garlick 
being taken in drink clenseth the head from dandrufie. x6x x 
Cotgr., C'rasse tie la teste , Dandrilf *, the skale.s that fall 
from the head, etc. in combing. 1730 Swift Poems , Lady's 
Dressing-Room, Combs. . Fill’d up with Dirt .Sweat, Dand- 
rifif, Powder, Lead and Hair. x 856 Youatt Horse xv. 342 
The scales which fall off in the shape of dandriff. 

ft. 1391 Perci v all Sp. Diet., Caspa de cabtqa, Dandro, 
Furfures capitis. 1630 Bui.wer A nthropomet. 53 To breed 
Lice and Dandro, alter the manner of .your Irish. *786 
Sportsman s Diet. G g viij. Some horses have neither scales, 
dander, or scabs. 1876 Whitby Gloss., Dander, a slight scurf 
on the skin. 

attrib. 2668 Dryden Evening's Love iv. iii, There ”s the 
dandriff comb you lent me. 

Hence Dandruff? a., scurfy, 

1858 Mayne Reid in Chantb. Jrnl. IX. 333 A white 
dandruffy surface was exhibited. 

Dandy ^darncli), sb . 1 (and aX [Origin un- 
known. In use on the Scottish Border in the end 
of the 1 8th c. ; and about is 13-181 9 in vogue in 
London, for the ‘exquisite” or ‘swell’ of the period. 

Perhaps the full form was Jack-a-dandy, which occurs from 
3659, and in x8th c. had a sense which might pass into that 
of ‘dandy’. Connexion with dandiprat or with F. d and in 
has been guessed, but without any apparent ground. It is 
worthy of notice also that Dandy = Andrew in Sc. See 
Rev. C. B. Mount in N. $ Q. 8th Ser. IV. 8x.) 

I. 1 . One who studies above everything to 
dress elegantly and fashionably; a beau, fop, 
‘exquisite’. 

C1780 Sc. Songf see N. <$■ Q. 8th Ser. IV. 81', I’ve heard my 
granny crack <)’ sixty twa years back When there were sic 
a stock of Dandies O ; Oh they gaed to Kirk and Fair, Wi’ 
their ribbons round their hair, And their stumpie drugget 
coats, quite the Dandy O. 1783 R. Galloway Poems Jam.), 
They., laugh at ilka dandy at that fair day. 18x8 Moore 
Fudge Fam. Paris i 48Tbey*ve made him a Dandy, A tiling, 
you know, whiskered, great-coated, and laced, Like an hour- 
glass, exceeding y small in the waist. 1819 Anderson 
Dumb rid. Ball. 18231 148, I. .went owre to see Card Fair; 
I’d heard monie teales o’ thur dandies-— Odswinge ! how 
they rack the fwok stare ! 1831 Carlyle Sort. Res. m. x, 
A Dandy is a Clothes-wearing Man, a Man whose trade, 
office, and existence consists in the wearing of Clothes 1874 
Dasent Haifa Life II. 65 Like the cabriolets which some 
dandies still drive. 

b. Said of animals and things. 

3833 Sir G. Stephen Adv. Search Horse ii. 18, I mounted 
many a slug and many another dandy before I again ventured 
to buy. 1883 Runciman Shippers Sh. 34 The barque 
looked a real dandy. 

2 . slang or colloq. Anything superlatively fine, 
neat, or dainty ; esp. in phr. the dandy , ‘ the correct 
tiling * the ticket’. 

3784 G Oilman Song in Two to One, Her breath is like 
the rose, and the pretty little mouth Of pretty little Tippet 
is the Dandy O 1 18x4 Apollo (m N. # (b 6th Ser. IX. 136 , 
For marriage to old maids is the dandy, O. 1832 W. 
Stephenson Gateshead Local Poems xo$ A cure for coughs 
I know, It will prove the dandy 1837-40 Haijburton 
Clockm, 1862* 340 The new railroad willbejist the dandy 
for you. 1887 A mer. Angler XII. 3612, 1 had the largest, 
the dandy, and was satisfied. 

XI. Technical and other senses ; app. transferred 
applications of prec. to things considered neat, 
trim, or * tidy * in form or action. 

3 . Naut . * A sloop or cutter with a jigger-mast 
abaft, on which a mizen-Iug-sail is set ’ (Smyth, 
Sailor's IVordbk.). Hence dandy-rig , -rigged adjs. 

1838 Mere. Marine Mag. V. 134 Dandy 3, Fiats 4. xS8o 
Daily News x» Nov, 3/7 Busy Bee, fishing dandy, of Lowes- 
toft, struck on a wreck and foundered. 1886 Times 2 Jan. 

L The lifeboats. - dandy Snowdrop, of Ramsgate, dandy 
dy’s Page, of Scarborough ..dandy Seabird, of Yar- 
mouth, saved vessel and six. 

*858 Simmonds Did. Trade, Dandy-rigged-cuttcr. 1883 
Fisheries Exhib. Catal. fed. 41 132 An elliptical stern 
Dandy-rig Fishing-boat. 1891 Daily News 15 Dec, 5/6 His 
smack . , dandy-rigged, and of only thirty-seven tons, was 
again overtaken by a storm. 

4 . Naut. A piece of mechanism, resembling a 
small capstan, used for hoisting the trawl. Hence 
dandy-span, the handle-bar by which a dandy 
is worked. 

1883 Fisheries Exhib. . Catal. 30 Bridles, Dandies . . 
Hauling Lines, and Running Gear. Ibid, xa Manilla Bridles 
♦ .Dandy Span. 

&. dial. A bantam fowl. ( Dandy-cock , dandy-hen.') 
2828 Craven Dialect, Dandy-cock, a bantam cock, a diminu- 
tive aperies of poultry. 3884 Cheshire Gloss., Dandy, 
a bantam. The sexes are specified as dandy-cock and 
dandy-hen. 3887 S. Cheshire Gloss. 167 * Hey stmts abowt 
like a dandy-eovk.' 

0 . Nish. A. small jug-; a small glass (of whiskyT 
3838 Blackw. AT ag. May (Farmer, ‘ Father Tom and' the 
Pope \ Dimidium cyathi vero apud Metropolitanos Hiber- 
nicos dicitur dandy. 1839 All Year Round No, xa. 285 
Take 'a' dandy — there ’s no headache in I rish whisky. 

7 . In various other technical applications ; e.g. 
a handy accessory to various machines .or '.struc- 
tures; a running out fire for melting pig-iron in 
tin-plate manufacture; a small false grate "fitted 
for purposes of economy into an ordinary grate or 
fireplace ; a light iron hand-cart used to carry coke 
to a blast furnace ; also short for Dandy-cart, 
-•ROLLlSRi. 

1850 Mrs. ' P. Trollope Petticoat Govt 13 She Few 
a small dandy-ful of shavings and cinders into warmth.: for 


the purpose of causing the water in her diminutive kettleto 
boil. 1851 Rep. furies of Exhibition 428 A channelled and 
perforated roller technically called a ‘dandy’, to remove 
part of the water from the pulp. 1875 Ure Did. Arts III. 
490 The two rollers following the dandy , . are termed 
couching-roilers. 1884 W. H. Greenwood Steel <$• Iron 
276 Price’s puddling furnace . . consists of a bed or hearth 
at one end of which is a chamber or dandy in which the pig- 
iron is first placed for preliminary heating. 189a [see 
Dandy-cart]. 

Hence (rionce-wdsP, Ba'udyliood, the state or 
style of a dandy. Ba'n&yictf., dandyish. Ba’udy- 
ize v. intr., to play the dandy. Ba-ucLy-jack v ,, 
to play the jack-a-dandy. Ba ndy-land [c (.fairy- 
land \, the (imaginary) land of dandies. Ba*ndy- 
ling, a diminutive or petty dandy. 

1823 New Monthly Mag. VII. 220 Prank’d out in dandi- 
hood withal To the top pitch of fashions folly. *832 
Fraser's Mag V. 171 Done.. not with philosophic, perma- 
nent colours, but with mere dandy ic ochre and japan. 3830 
Ibid. II. 200 We have dandy ised in our time with the .. 
turbaned exquisites of . . Stamboul. 1831 Carlyle hart. 
Res. m. x, Those Dandiacal Manicheans, with the host of 
Dandyising Christ, aps. will form one body, 3887 Fenn 
Master of Cerem. xi, ‘ My, he do go dandy-jacking along 
the cliff.' 1831 Moore Summer Fite 498 Two Exquisites, 
a lie and she, Just brought from Dandy land, and meant For 
Fashion's grand Menagerie. 1846 Worcester, Dandyling, 
a little dandy ; a ridiculous fop. Qu. Rev. 

B. attrib and adj. Of, belonging to, or charac- 
teristic of a dandy or dandies ; of the nature of a 
dandy ; affectedly neat, trim, or smart, 

1813 Byron Let, to Moore 25 July, The season has dosed 
with a Dandy Ball. 1821 — Juan v. cxliii, Even a Dandy’s 
dandiest chatter. 1824 Miss Mitford Village Ser. 1. (1863) 
372 The stiff cravat, the pinched-in waist, the dandy-walk. 
1848 Thackeray Van, Fair lx, A dandy little hand in 
a kid-glove. 1887 J rssopp A ready 394 They ..had the 
dandy youths taught how to ride. 

Hence Ba'udily adv., Damdiuess. 

1834 F rased s A lag. IX. 147 We were not so dandify 
dressed. 3:825 Southey Lett. (-.8 6) III. 473 The first two 
mum he s .. displeased me as much by their dandiness as 
\s does by its blackguardism. 

Bandy, sb - Also dandy-fever. [St e Bkkoub.J 
Tlie popular name in the West Indies of Djengue 
fever, on its first appearance there in 1827. 

3828 Sterman in Edin. Med, Jrnl. XXX. 227 As it was 
unknown to the faculty, the vulgar, as commonly haj pens, 
gave it names of their own; and ridiculous as they may 
sound, they soon became the only appellations of the new 
malady. T..e English negroes in St Thomas called it the 
Dandy Fever, while the 1 * reach vulgar called it the Bouquet, 
which again was corrupted into the Bucket. — ibid. 239 
The contagion was supposed to lie brought by a vessel front 
the coast of Africa which touched at St. Thomas. 1830 
Furlonge Ibid, XXXIII 51 {title- A few remarks on the 
Dandy which prevailed in the West Indies towards the close 
of 1827 and beginning of 1828. 1869 K. A. Parkks Pract. 

Hygiene ed, 31 573 * Dandy fever - * or break-bone t Dengue), 
has prevailed several times. 1880 Fagg & Pyk Smith Text-. 
6k. Med , The negroes called the new disease * Dandy-fever V 
apparently in ridicule of the attitude and gait of the patient. 

II Dandy, dandi (riarnriD, sbf Anglo- Ind. 
A Iso danciae. [ H indl dam/, • deriv. of fdmf fauf 
staff, oar (Yule).] 

1. A boatman of the Ganges. 

1685 Hedges Diary 6 Jan. {Y.)„ Our Dandees for Boat- 
men ; boy led their rice. 1763 W. Hastings in Long Select . . 
Rec. (> 8091 347 (Y.) They. . plundered and seized the Dandles 
and Mangles’ vessel cxStg Mrs. Sherwood Ayah 4* 
Lady ix. 51 To make sport for the., dandies* and other 
people in the boat. 3867 Smyth Sailor* $ Word-bk,, Dandies, 
rowers of the budgerow boats on the Ganges, 

2 . (Dandi.\ A S’aiva mendicant who carries a 
small wand (F. Hall). 

3832 H. H. t Wilson in A static Res. XVII. .173 The 
Dewdi is distinguished by carrying a small dm’Cd, or wand, 
with several processes or projections. x8da Beveridge Hist. 
India II. tv. ix. 74 The Dandis, distinguished by carrying 
a small dand or wand. 

3 . * A kind of vehicle used' in the Himalaya, con- 
sisting of a strong' doth slung like .a hammock to 
a bamboo staff, and. carried by. two (or more) men 
(dandy -wallahs') ’ (Yu le b 

1870 C. F, Gorton Cumming in Gd. Words T35/1 As the 
darkness closed in, my dandy- wallahs stumbled, .so . that 
I had to give up the attempt- to use the dandy, and struggle 
on on foot, ■ x888 Times »■ July 5 2 Major- Bat t ye and 
■.Captain Urmston joined- the rear and placed 1 the wounded 
man in a dandy, ■ 

Ba’ttdy-brusii. [app. f. Dandy sbP] A stiff 
brush used 'in- cleaning’ horses, made of split whale- 
bone or vegetable' fibre, as' the stiff 'root'-' fibres -of 
ChrysopQgtm Gryllus, - the : Venetian''' or. ■ French 
Whisk. 

*845 Jrnl. R. Agrlc, Soc. VI. i„" 77 ..Then- have every 
.bullock -well brushed, with what, is called.'* dandy. brum 
ibexnig a "brush' made with whale-bone, for taking the rough- 
dirt off horses), 1879 Miss Bradton Fiaww-xxacii. 249 Poor 
Bates, .brushed, away mows than one silent tear with the 
■back of the. dandy brush, ■ 

Da ndj-cart. .. A kind of spring-cart, 'used by: 
milkmen, etc. '. . . 

x86x Ramsay Re min, Ser; 11. 105 Maybe some 0’ ye wad- be. 
sue 'kin* as. to gie me- a cast out in a.. dandy-cart '■- 189* 
'Melbourne. Age $x Dec. 30/1 Advt., Milk 'dandy* good, high' 
wheels) half cost. 

Dandy-coolf, -hen : see Dandy 1 5. 
Dandy-fever: sec Dandy 


BAISTDY-HOBSE. 

Dandy-horse. A kind of velocipede, an 
early form of the bicycle, in which the rider sat on 
a bar between the two wheels, and propelled him- 
self by pushing the ground with each foot alter- 
nately. 

1819 J. Hodgson in J. Raine Mem. (1837! I. 247 The 
little boys about London are all getting dandy-horses, for 
such seems at present the name of the Velocipede, 1893 
Strand Mag. IV, 30 ( Evolution of Cycle) Mr. Dennis 
Johnson, .a coachmaker at 73 Long-acre took out a patent 
for this dandy or hobby-horse in 1S18. 

Dandyish, (darndiiij),#. {f. Dandy 1 + -ish.] 
Somewhat characteristic of a dandy; foppish, 

1826 Disraeu Viv. Grey iv. v, Pacing Bond Street.. with 
an air at once dandyish and heroieal. 1883 F. H. Burnett 
Through one Admin. L vii, 70 His rather dandyish light 
overcoat. 

Dandyism (djemdipz’m). [f. as prec. + -ism.] 
The character, style, or manners of a dandy. 

1819 Black™. Mag. IV, 563 The affectation of Dandyism 
on the part of some.. . of our day, 1883 V. Stuart Egypt 
32 A house, .with some attempt at architectural dandyism. 

Da*ndy-line. [Cf. Dandy s/D 4.] A kind 
of line used in herring fishing : see quot. 

1882 Day Flakes Gt. Brit. 215 The ‘ dandy-line 1 is used In 
herring fishery at Peterhead. .A piece of lead about lb. 
in weight is attached to a line, which carries at short 
intervals transverse pieces of whalebone or cane, having 
tin baited hooks at either end. Herrings are such hungry j 
fish that they ily at the naked hooks, and are easily caught 
in this manner. 

Da*ndy-loom. A name given to a loom in- 
vented by William Radcliffe and patented in 1805 
by Thomas Johnson, 

1823 Meek. Mag. I. 45 A hand loom on a new construction 
has been recently introduced which has received the appella- 
tion of the Dandy Loom. 1878 A. Barrow Weaving 243 
Radcliffe’s loom was long known as the ‘ Dandy loom . 

Dandy-mote. A document used in the 
British Customs for giving the export officer par- 
ticulars of the bonded goods delivered from a ware- 
house for shipment at his station. 

(The name is generally held,, by those who have to do 
with the matter, to be a corruption of Addenda note, these 
documents being of the nature of addenda to the Pricking 
Motes, used to advise the export officer* of bonded goods 
intended for shipment.] 

Da'ndy-roller. Also dandy-roll. Paper- 
making. A perforated roller for solidifying the 
partly-formed web of paper, and for impressing the 
water mark. 

(Patented by John Wilks in 1830, No. 3934, hut the 
word does not occur in his specification.) 

# 1839 Specif Joynson’s Patent No. 7977. 2 (The] said roller 
is commonly known by the name of a dandy roller, a dancer, 
or a top roller. 1875 Urk Diet. .Arts I I I, 491 The pulp. , 
.receiving any desired marks by means of the dandy -roller. 
1879 Friut. Trades JmL xxvi. 9 Dandy-roll, .for pro- 
ducing water-marks on writing papers. 

Dandysette, -zette : see Dandizette. 

Dane (dF ! n). [Corresponds to Da. Darter. ON. 
Dam’r:— OTeut. Dani-z pi,, Danes, h* Demi pk 
The OE. form was D%ne pi* (with umlaut), which 
would have given Date in ME,: ef. OE. Dem- 
mearc in nth c., later Denmmrc, Den mare, in 
ON. Danmark (>-marku\ Da . Dannemark, Dan- 
mark, the Danish mark, or country, D nmark.J 
. 1 . A native or subject of Denmark ; • in older usage 
including all the 'Northmen who invaded. England 
from the 9th to the 1 1 th c. 

901 0 . E. Chron , Satan Sam dsete J>e under Dena onwahle 
wjus. a 1030 Ibid, an, 2018 (Laud MS.) And Dene and j 
Engle; wurdon «am made at Oxnaforda, a xyoo Cursor M. j 
24772 (Cott.) Harald. .pat born waso j»e dawls (re r, claims 
danes] biod. 1483 Calk. Angl. 89 A Dan, dacus, quidetm 1 
populus. ' 1596 S tenser State /rtf/, Wks, { Globe) 642/3 The j 
others (hills] t hat are rounde : were cast tip by the Danes. . for 
they are called Dane-rathes, that is, lulls of the Danes, 1602 ■ | 
’.SiiAKs. .Ham. v.- it 352 , 1 am more an Antiice Roman than j 
a Dane. x68a Evelyn Let to Pepys 19 Sept., If euer there 
were a real dominion (of the .seas] in the world, the Danes 
must he yielded to haue had it,. 1863 Tennyson Welcome 
to Alexandra, Saxon. and Norman and' Dane are we, 
But all of us Danes in our welcome of thee. 

2 . ^ Applied to a breed or breeds of -dogs, 

.'Great Dane (also simply Dane) : a large, powerful, short-' 
■haired breed -of dog, 'between . the mastiff and greyhound 
types. Lesser. Dane*, the Dalmatian, or coach-dog,. : 

• {1730 B'uffon Hist. Nat . . R. y. Chien, I .e grand danols.] 
X774 Golosm. Nat. Hist. Ill, viiL 286 The,- Bull-dog, as 
.Mr,;Buffon' stipposegs^'k a breed, -between .'the small Dane-' 
and the. English mastiff, . The large" Dane; is the tallest' dog 
that'. is. generally. bred . in' England. • — ibid, 999 The great 
Dane,' ..*800 -' Sydenham 'Edwards Cymgr. Brit, s,v.. A 
beautiful variety, '.called the ’Harlequin Dane, has a finely 
marbled coat. .1870. Blaine Encycl. Run Sports 394 The 
^reat ■ Dane’ is- rather'' pied •■'or ..patched' than -spotted...: 
a he- lesser Dane dog, Dalmatian, or coach dog. 1883 
Great pane Club Ernies {Standard of Points), 'Phe Great . 
Dane is. not so heavy as the -'Mastiff, 'nor 'should- he too 
nearly approach the Greyhound _ in type, 1891 Times 
28 Oct. 1 1/5 Great Danes have certainly 'become very popular 
during the last few years. ■ 

3 . at Nib. or as adj. = Danish. 

. 1873 Stubbs Const. Hist. I. 199' The amalgamation of the 
Dane and Angle population began from-' the moment of the 
conversion. ■ 

Dane, obs. form of ' 

Danebrog ; see Dannjkbrog. 
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Bamegeld, -gelt (d^-ngeld, -gelt). Eng. 
Hist. Also 4 Dangilde, 4-6 Danegilt, Dan© 
gilt, 5-7 Dane ghelte, Daneghelt, 6 Dane gelt, 
7 Daimgeld, 7-9 Danegelt. [Corresponds to 
ON. * Dana-giahi, in ODa, Danegjcld, mod. Da, 
J)anegmld , f. Dana-, Dane- +gjald,gjeld, payment, 
tribute, corr. to OK. pelf gild, geld, whence ME. 
$eld, $ild, Veld. Cf. med.L, Danigeldum .] 

An annual tax imposed at the end of the 10th c. 
or in the nth c., originally (as is supposed) to 
provide funds for the protection of England from 
the Danes, and continued after the Norman Con- 
quest as a land-tax. 

The name is not known to occur in OE., and the actual 
contemporary notices, beginning with Domesday, are 
mainly of fiscal character. Bromton (14th c.) calls it ‘ talla- 
gium datum Danis apparently identifying it with the gafbl 
or tribute paid to tl.e Danes 10991, and on two subsequent oc- 
casions, to buy them off. In the so-called * Laws of Eadweard 1 
(Schmid 496) it is descril ed as an annual tax to hire mer- 
cenaries to resist and put down pirates. This might identify 
it with the heregyld ‘ army-tax ’ levied by the Danish kings 
to maintain their army and navy (see O.E. Citron. 2039- 40?, 
and said to have been afterwards remitted by Edward the 
Confessor. Mr. Freeman suggests 'Norm. Conq. H. App. 
Q> ‘that Denageld was a popular name of dislike, originally 
applied to the payments made to buy off the Danes, and 
thence transferred to these other payments made to Danish 
and other mercenary troops, from the time of Thurktll 
onwards’. The Danegeld was levied ns a land-tax by the 
Norman kings; it disappears under that name after 2163, 
but in fact continued under the name of tallage, 

(gox O. E. Citron., On Dun scare man fteimide j»a?t man 
scald serest gafol Deniscan manmmi, for bam mytcUm 
brogan fe Id worhtan be (am sie riman.J xo86 Domesday 
Bk. (i8t6i 336 Stanford, .dedit geldum T. R. E. pro. XI I. 
hundrex & dimidio, In e.xercitu & nauigio & in Danegeld, 
2x00-35 Charter to* London in Stubbs Set. Ch, in. 103 
Et [cives] sint quiet! de sdiot et tie loth, de Dancgihlo ft 
de murdro. c 1250 Gloss. Law Terms in Eel. Ant. I. 33 
Danegeld, Tallage de Danais * c 2330 R. Bk’JNN*: Chron , 
(1810) 57 Edward him granted. fxU twuer K‘ Dangilde.. 
Suld be chaianged for man of Danes fond. *483 Caxton 
Gold. Leg. 324/3 An ayde was thenne cieped the dane 
ghelte. *1577 Hounshko Citron. I. 239 an, 991 This 
money was called Danegylt or Dane ino ty, and was 
Ievyetl of the people. Although others take that to be 
Danegylte, whtche was gyueti unto such Danes as king 
Egelrea afterwards reteyned in his service, to defemlc the 
lande from other Danes and enimyes. 1644 M ij.ton A reop. 
(ArbJ 73 Not he who takes up armes for cote and conduct, 
and his four nobles of Danegelt. 2756 P. C. We mb Short 
Ace. Danegeld 2 It was called Danegeld as being originally 
agreed to be paid to the Danes, and, .like many other 
things, continued to retain the name long after it became 
appropriated to uses entirely different. 1873 SruBBHC'Vw/. . 
/list. I. 105 It may be questioned whether any money 
taxation properly. so called ever existed before the imposi- 
tion of Danegeld by Kthelred the Unready. Ibid, 1. 279 
The Conqueror, .impost d the Danegeld anew. Hid I. 462 
The Danegeld from this very year x 162 censes to appear as 
a distinct item of account in the Pipe Rolls. 

Bane-law (d^-nlg}. Also 1 Dena law, 3 
Denela^a, Dene laws. 6 Dim© law©, 8 Dane* 
lage, (-lege), 9 Dane-lagh. Latinized 2 Dene- 
laga, 2-9 Dan e lag a. [OE. Dfm lagu Danes 
law, of which Danedaw is- a modern equivalent.] 

1 . The Danish law anciently in force over that 
part of England which was occupied or held by 
the Danes, . 

_ c xogo Laws ofAEdw, 4- Guthr. 7 ■( Bos w.1 Gylde lihslthte 
inm: on Dena kxe and wite mid Knglum, a 1x35 Leges 
Hen. /, vi, a iStuhfat Set. Chart, in. xoo> Legis ctutm 
Anglicae trina est yrartitio . , alia enim Wcstsexiae, alia 
Mircena, alia Denelaga est. a *300 Shires of Eng, in O.E, 
Mdse . 146 pes .xxxij. schire syndon to deletle <m hreo la wan. 
On is west-sexene lawe. ojwr Dene lawc, be hrvdde Merueua 
la we , .To Dent* lawe bily mpe|» ,xv. schire. 2576 1 .am KARnxt 
Peramh, Kent (*826) p. xvi.-'The Dane lawe,- Weat-Saxon 
lawe, and Merchen lawe : The first of which was brought in 
by the Danes, xy 6 $ Blackstonb Comm. tt8jo» I. Irttrod. 66 
The. Dane* large, or Dan sh law, the very name of which 
speaks its original' and composition, 

2 . Hence* The part of England over which this 
law prevailed* being the district north-east of 
Watling Street, ceded by the Treaty of Wedmore, 
878, or perhaps the Northumbrian territory in 
Danish occupation. 

This use appears explicitly only in modem historians 
(chiefly under the barbarous forms Danedage, Dtmedagk, 
which are neither Old nor modern English 1 , though founded 
on ancient passages, such as those of quots. 1050, x-300, in x. 
f In' Icelandic DgH aw’ had, according to, Vlgfuwoa, the 
sense '* law-district ' almost m a local name ’ in GwiapMgs* 
Dg, }rtmdaddg, etc 1 

2837 Penny CycL VI II, -299/2 The eastern part of 'England 
retained long after the name of Danels^gh, or Danish law, 
1874 Uvcmn Short Hist. i. 50 'The Danelagh, as the district 
occupied by the "Danes began to be called. 2877 Fswswtt 
Norm. Cm?, ted. 3); II. 663 Danes in the seme of being 
inhabitants of the Dena lagu. 1886 F. York Powei.l Hist. 
Eng. to 2509, 1, vi. 37 He' (It, Eadmund) got the whole 
Danelaw south of Humber Into his hands, 
t Ba*n©-money. Ohs. ^ Dankoeld. 

2563 87 Fg xv. A. $ M. (1684* I. ,679/x Widiout paying of 
any rmumer of 'tatposkfon or Daite-txtottey . 

Bane s’-blood. [Of the same origin Danr- 
wort, q.v.j A local name for yd ants abundant on 
sites noted for the slaughter of Danes, 
a. The Banewort or Dwarf Elder, 

*£07 Cam-dih Brit, 326 Ebulum enim quod sangutuexs 


BAHGB R, 

baccis hie (at Bartlow] circumquaque copiose protienit, non 
alio nomine quam Danmddmm, id est Dank urn sang umrm, 
etiaranum appellitant, oh mtiltitudincm Danorum qut 
ibidem ceciderunt. x6 3* Wkevkk Am. Fun. Mon. 71.17 
Bane-wort, which, with cloud -red berries, coimiselli vp here 
plenteously, they still call by no other name, then Duties* 
blond, of the number of Danes that there were rittine, 
1656-85 Aubrey Nat. Hist. Wilts (1847* 50 Daws* blood 
\ehnltis ) about Slaughtonford k plenty. There was hereto, 
fore a great fight with the Danes, which made the inhahi. 
tants give it that name, .1875 Gardener's Chron. IV. 515.. 

{Note.*- 'The berries of this plant are not red, but black 
or reddish black, yielding a violet dyef. 

b. Clustered Jlell-nower, Campanula gkmumta. 

x86x Miss .Pratt Firmer, PI III, 34a 'The author. , found 

this clustered bell-flower (at Bartlow, Cauibf. } largely 
scattered about these mounds, .and was told that it was 
‘ Danes- blood \ . 

c. 'The Pasque-flower, Anemone Pulmtiiki. 

■ So called in East Anglia, . Essex, Cattihs. , Herts, iliiiiteti 
. & Holland.) 

Ba’nesMlower. lowl. »- Danes** r.Dioii c, 

2878-86 Brittih & Hollamo cite the name Crum Cam* 
br’r’geshire. 

BaU6We©dr '«I^ l 'Rwfd’V [See next,] 
t a, A local name for Iiryngium eamptslre. Oh, 
b. Banewort, s Prior Plant n.) ■ 

2748 De Foe's Tour Gt. Brit , II, 416 ilbl Everything 
hereabouts is attributed to t In* Iliuitt, bocause *1 the 
neighbouring Dstvcntryy which they siijipawe t»>- have -leett 
ImtTt by them. The r« 4 «l hereafoxuis . . Imn# overgrown with 
Daneweed {/ rrng.um), thry Luisy 1? sprung fiom the loo* d 
of the Danes slain, in battle. ' X737 W. Srtm*i,r¥ Mem, 
iSmittf III, 56 Much daneweetf sriti grows' upon the 
Roman road in Castor- fields. 

Banewort ul/^nwwt). Forms: 6 dtanwoort, 
danewtirt, data©-, dayaworla, 6 -y dan wort 
danewoort, 7- daaeworfc. [f. Dane 4 Wort, 
in accordance with a popular notion that the plant 
sprang up in. places where Danes ilatighterccl 
Englishmen or were slaughtered, by them,] 

A name for the Dwarf Elder, SmnimcMs ifmim, 
iThe name is found in Turner x.538, but only the earlier 
name Wall wort or Welle wort, OE. twakeyrt, it* given in 
Simm. BarthoL of 14th c, and Alphitm c X4$o; Rous .iImi, 
who died 1491, in relating the legend, haa only the 
name U ' alttmri ; m that the names Dametmrt, ihmetmtd, 
Dane's Idmd, etc, can hardly have belonged to early 
tradition. While suggested in part by the abundance of 
the plant at certain spot* hisioricuilf or tmditiotmlly 
aaeneiated with slaughter, there w#t» mm an. element m 
fanciful etymology in eapkintrijg - the I atm name Jiimimi 
from ebuB ire to bubble forth, with reference to tilt flowing’ 
t.f blood. See also Wau-wow. * 
a X'49'* J. Rossi IRousJ Hut, Reg. Angi, npfr 10$ Berkun 
ffibule, id est Wnhmrt, , , tjuas ex «'l»i»Sbtioi'« 
humani naturaliter originrm tmliu, *548 Timni k I rtl in, 

Itanwort, ehamtmte. tmi /ferial 1. -i^6E| .0 v'i% 

Walwurt,. named in englyww also dwiewtirt, .hath a wpmy 
or busahy top, ».» elder hath, 1578 Lvta Ifedknm mi, alv, 
380 Thia harbt is called, .in English* Walwort, X.lanew ; ort t 
and Blood wort, *640 Tbmtr, Bet* a*o It. "m 

«'ipp»s«l it tooke the 1 Daneworf from' the strong 
purging quality it hath, many titties bringing them ’ that 
live it unto a fluae, which then we say they arc tioubfcti 
with the Danes, .*86« M'»§» F».att FUwtr, PI. "Ill, 131.' 
Dwarf Elder, or Banewort, Js. .an herb and not a tree. 
Bang, v, A euphemistic *u!»$itUitc for Damn, 
x 793- 7 Spirit Pub. Jrnis, .(*7991 J, 146 | Kentish win 
nays) Dang me, if I mimetbnes know how to answer them. 
xSoe li. kumamm . Cumhrtd. "Ba finds, Bark-try Beil, 
\Wty f daiig it!* say* I, * but 'thi»' » nit' fair V »i|l' 
Dickems Akk. Nkk , ix* * Dang *«y b mm and buddy if I 
stan* this ony longer *. *8 84 j. f’cuvii to Gd, Words Mm 
jjo/at ‘ Dang me if I can make out what they mean to !« at , 
tsW M«s. Manwiwm Mostly Foots II. V, 1431 * Dunged 
shady lot V •' 

Bang, pa. t. of Dikci v. ; nho its dial, equivalent 
mto drive, push, knock, or flash. ' 

*877 lieiderwit Gloss., Ikmg, to throw anything with 
vehetuency, ( or passion. *87! CumMd, Gtms., Fhmg, in 
push, to strike, 1887 Ckes/urs Gloss., Dang, to dash down 
or about, . 

Banger (<V»*n Forms*. 3-6 clawag-er, 

4 5 daungere, dawngeri 0, d»ag«r#, 5 daaagiiii.r, 

dangeour, 5-6 daungeouv v e, 6 dAUAgier, daen* 
gier, Sc. dangefr, -gier, -ge«», denger, 4“* 
clanger. fa. OF. dangler, danger late L, 
*£fmtmtirmm, dertv. of .. damimum ■ lordthip, 
sovereignty, f. domsntts lord, maifler. The sense* 
development took place in OK. s set* Gmfefroy, 
For the a cf. IEvn 1 J 

fl. Power of a lord or master, joiFtltction, 
dominion ; power 'to dispose of, or to hurt .or' 
harm;, tip, in phr. in {a fersm's ) , danger t 
within his power or at his mercy ; sometimes 
meaning spec, in his debt, or under obligation to 
'him. Oh. or arch, -' 

a Amor,. E, 356, '-ft ©fte 'da»n.f«r of swttcfM 

ootrwhuk* Wt mtilite bnm «wer Iwl. *1197 R, Gcncc. 
{Ralte xysvjhit be w«k!« Iw»i aS out briugtof f* datmger of 
rqift*. c *386 C«Atic*:i PmlM$ In diiwnptr* 'had be tut 
h» ©w©» giw The ipcige girle* of be 1440 j. 

Bhiki.ky Deihe A*. % mms D81S) *9 'Diau ««* ft 

mercy of Itwdes. me of mm other geifoluum, that curne ysi 
thy dswngrr. 146 x Eastern l.ett. No. ^ II. ;mj, 1 ,mii 
gretly yn your dunger awl dette fur itty pru-Pm. xg^ -. 
Jtidfey's Wks. fxl«i xoi They put thewscRe* in rite 
duager of King Almb, tayitsf, BelwM.- mm hmm bwMrd- that 
th«.lc!itg» of tlw bouse ' of ..Itrael 'are pitifui and- inercifelb 
x<^6 Suaks. Memk,. K nr, .R-iBo You «»ad within hk 
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DANGEROUS. 


danger, do you not? 1603 Knou.es Hist Turks (1621! 
408 He.. having got him within his danger, cruelly put 
him to death, a 1679 Hobbes Rhet. 1. xiii. (1681) 33 Per- 
sons obnoxious to Injury are. .Such as are in our danger. 
1825 Scott Betrothed xxx, If the Constable were once 
within his danger. 

f b. Power (of a person, weapon, or missile) to 
inflict physical injury; reach or range. Also fig. 

1375 Bab bock Bruce at. 43 To withdraw ws. .Till we 
cum owt off that* daunger. 1523 Ld. Berners Froiss . I. 
clxii. 199 The archers shotte so holly togyder, that 
none durst come in their dangers. t$j6 Newton Lemnie's 
Complex. (1633) 39 Within the levill and danger of this 
■vice, are all they. 160a Shaks. Ham. 1. Hi. 35 Keepe 
within the rear© of your Affection ; Out of the shot and 
danger of Desire. . 1603 Knoli.es Hist. Turks (2621) 679 
If he should show himself by troups within the danger of the 
shot. _ 1618 Latham 2nd Bk . Falconry { 1633) *42 Your 
Spaniels will hunt, .so neere you and your Hawke, as they 
shall newer spring anything out of her danger. 167 6 Doctr. 
of -Devils aoo This draws the Birds into their Dangers. 

■f 0. Power of another as it affects one under it ; 
a state of subjection, bondage, or captivity. Ohs , 

rx.350 Will. Pale me 4227 Route daunger or duresse or any 
despit elles. c x'400 Destr. Troy 6384 Troilus was . . turnyt 
forth louse, And don out of daunger for the due tyme. c 2420 
Aniurs of Arth, xxv, Thynkeone f?e dawngere and the dole 
hat I in duelle [in hdlf. 1526 Pitgr. Perf.iRf. de W. 1531 > 4 
Free from all captiuite and daunger. 1533 Covkrdale Isa. 
lviii. 6 Til! . . thou lows© him out of bondage, that is in thy 
daunger, 

+ a. Liability .(to ■ loss, punishment, etc.).' In 
danger to or of: liable to. Ohs. 

, *377 Lange. P. Pt. B. xii. m6 For he pat is ones a thef 
is euennore in dawngere, And as Itfwe lyketh to lyue or to 
deye, 2465 Boston Lett No. 508 II. aoo Thei say that 
I. am sufficient to here the hole daunger. 2526 Tin-date 
Fctthw.- Holy Scrip. WJb. I. 9 The wretched man (that 
k no wet h himself to be. .in danger to death and hells. 1612 
BiBi.it Matt v. 33 In danger of the iudgment. 2689 Wood 
/./ ft Aug. 31 (Dxt Hist. Hoc.) A Cent, threatned to bring 
him into danger, 

©. The phrase out of debt out of danger perh. 
originally belonged here ; but is now taken in 
sense 4, 

*730-6 in Bailey rfohV, s.v. Debt. 2-804 Mar. Edge* 
worth Pop. Tales , Out 0/ Debt Out of Danger. 

1 2. I hfficuky (made or raised) ; hesitation, re- 
luctance,, chariness, stint, ' grudging ; coyness. To 
make danger [OF .fairs dangier (/&)] ; to make 
a difficulty (about doing anything**. Ohs. 

e 2*90 S. : Fur. Leg. I. 397/153 Sent eustas made gret 
daunger natheles ate name to |as. emperour. .he gam 
wemte % 2375 Bar hour Bruce v. 283 He but danger till 
liiingaa. 1*2386 Chaucer Wife's Pro/. 521 With danger 
uttrea we all our chaffare. c 1400 Rom. Rose 1147 Gold 
and silver fur to dispend Whhoiuen lacking or dawngere. 
c 2440 Hylton Simla Perf <W. de W. 2494,1 il x, And our 
lord® made fyrs-te daungeottr by cause she was an alyene. 
e 2500 Melusine 219 They of Cofoyne made grete daunger 
to let© passe the omt thrughe the Cite at brydge, 2526 
Da lab tut in^Foxe A. if M * (15831 11-96, I made danger of it 
si while at first: but afterward© being perswaded by them 
. . I promised to do as they wold haue me. 

t b. 'Untowardness; imgracions, uncompliant, 
or fractions- conduct. Oh. 

a 1300 Cursor ML <Cott.) 6299 Wit jmlr danger, sir moyses 
(nr. griicchyiige on moysts]., Oft pai did him haue malees. 
c*374 Chaucer And. rirr.T'86 Hir daunger made him 
boo,»e bo we and beende And as Mr, lyste made him tourn© 
and wende, 

1*8. A place 'where one is at the mercy of an 
enemy j. a narrow pass ; a strait. Ohs. 
r 2393 Gower Com/, JILL sso8 In the daunger of a pas, 
Through which this tirauni shuffle pas She shop© his power 
to compast, c 2440 Promp, Pars 1 . 114 Daunger, or grete 
(1 'ynsom streytej. passage, art a via. 

4 . Liability .or exposure to harm or injury; the 
condition of being .exposed to the chance of evil ; 
risk, peril. (Directly from sense 1 ; see esp. 1 d. 
Now the main sense.) 

c 2489 Canton Sonnes of Ay man xiv. 352 There is dan* 

f 'eour by cause of the nyghte. <*2533 Ld, Berners Hum 
xx xii. «53' Ksclarainomle saw Hnon her housebende in 
that clauuRer, 255a Bk. Common Prayer , Communion , So 
is the datmger great, if we receyue the same vnworthely. 
xSso Shelton Quit. ILL. xii. «8o ’Tis ordinarily said that 
Delay breeds Danger. 2789 A, ( Duncan Mtarinefs Chron. 
(*8(»5" lV* a 44 'The sta runnmg. immensely .high, it brought 
.them again into great danger, x&sa . Hazutt.- T abled. L 
i-K.'iS; Danger is a good teacher, and makes apt .scholars, 
2874 Micklethwaitk Mod. ^ Par. Churches- im- It is also 
* source of danger to die building. 

b. Const. Ui) of that which is exposed to peril. 
(Now rare or arch. exc. with life.) (h ofthz evil 
that threatens' or impends, -(.Now the 'ordinary 
const) f(c! to with inf Oh, 
e 2489 Canton Somes of A ymon xxii. 479 Elies they ben 
in dautigeur of their lives. *535 Kokh Decades Href. to 
Ktlr. lArlu 5* The Moore , , possessed a great© parte of 
Spayrm ' to .no stiiatife daungeoure of the ( hole Christian 
Empire, c*6f6 Lady Chaworth in vsth.Rep, Hist. MSS. 
Comm. AppcY- 'Lord Mohun, .was four days in danger of 
lyfe but 'now .is upon recovery,, j 273*6 Lboni- Albert Is 
A re kit, I!.- 105 b, In gravel., there k no ganger of finding 
water. 'Mod* lie govs, tit danger of his life, 
x.490 Caxton Eneydm vi -29. lit diingeour. of mjmbfe 
itfth. 2690 Locke Cwd.n. xiv, 1 168 This, .wise Princes never 
-need coin# in the Danger of. ■' -*7*5 j. Richard*** Tk. 
Painting * 28 There was no dinger of .that in - Rafaille. *8148 
Macaulay Hist. Rng, l. 373 They lost' their w»y.,at»d 
were- in danger of having to' pass the night on the' plain. 
*580 Noai h Plutarch, Theseus i 33 In danger to die. 26*2 


Bible Transl. Pref. 2 Sure to be misconstrued, and In 
danger to be condemned. 1695 Bp. Patrick Comm . Gen . 293 
It might have been in danger to have been neglected. 

e. spec, on Railways. Risk in a train’s proceed- 
ing owing to an obstruction, etc. on the line ; the 
position of a signal indicating this. 

2842 Committee on Railways Q. 467 You think it would 
be desirable that on all railways red should indicate danger ? 

1874 Proc.lnst. Civ. Eng. XXXVIII. 149 A signal is said 
to be * on when it is at danger. 

5 . (with a and pi.) An instance or cause of 
danger ; pi. perils, risks. 

2538 Starkey England 1. u. 42 Ful of manyfold peryllys 
and daungerys. 2568 Grafton Chron. II. 25 To commit 
themselves unto the daungers of the sea. 1859 Helps 
Friends in C. Ser. n. I. Addr. to Rdr. 3 Blind to the 
dangers of their country. 1884 Times (Weekly Ed.) 5 Sept. 
3/2 Two territorial questions . . unsettled . . each of which was 
a positive danger to the peace of Europe. 

b. Nani. A submerged rock, or the like, causing 
danger to vessels. 

*699 Hacke Coll. Voy. in. 59 At three quarters Ebb, you 
may see all the Dangers going in . . But I would not advise 
any Man to go in till he has viewed the Harbour at low 
Water. 2858 Merc. Marine Mfag. V. 347 It appeared to 
him to he a detached danger, 6 or 9 feet under the surface. 

1875 Bedford Sailors Pock. Bk. v. (ed, 2) 237 Buoys 
painted red and black are placed on detached dangers. 

1 8. Mischief, harm, damage. Ohs. 
c 1400 Dcstr. Troy 146 And he no daunger nor deire for pat 
dede haue. 2530 Palscjr. 212/1 Daunger on the see, nav- 
fraige. 2368 Grafton Chron. II. 277 Then the king of his 
mere pity, .suffered them to passe through his hoste with- 
out daunger. 2596 Shaks. Merck. P. iv. i. 38. 1602 — 
ful. C, h. i. 27 We put a Sting in him, That at his will 
he may doe danger with. 

f 7 . The lordship over a forest ; the rent paid in 
acknowledgement of this (so OF. dangier). 1 In 
the Forest- Law, a duty paid by the Tenants to the 
Lord for leave to plough and sow in the time of 
Pannage, or Mast-feeding’ (Phillips 1706). Ohs, 
2693 Phil. Trans. XVII. 691 He ends this Treatise with 
an Enumeration of the Quit-rents formerly paid out of the 
Weald, as Gavel-swine, Scot-ale, Corredy , and Danger. 

k 8. 'To make danger : in 17th c. used in sense 
of L, periatlum facere, to make trial or experiment ; 
to venture, * risk it Ohs. 

(Perhaps the phrase in 2 taken in a new sense.) 

*618 Fletcher Legal Suhj. in. iv, Make danger, Trie 
what they are, trie, x 6 zx — Wild Goose Chase 1. ii, I shall 
make danger, a 1625 — Hum. Lieut, xv. jii, Leon. Art 
thou so valiant? Lieut , Not absolutely so neither — yet I’ll 
make danger, Colonel. 

f R. V as adj. Dangerous, perilous. Ohs. rare, 
c *470 Henry Wallace vm. 203 We ar our ner, sic purpos 
for to tak ; A danger chaee thai mycht vpon ws rnak. 

C. Comb., usually attrib. (cf, sense 4), as danger- 
board, - chuckle (see quot.), flag, -whistle ; danger- 
signal, a signal indicating danger ; spec, on Rail- 
ways, a signal (usually the extended arm of a 
signal-post painted red, or a red light) indicating 
an obstruction, etc, ahead ; also danger free, 
-teaching adjs. 

x8ox Cycling ar Feb. 86 The local centre is about to erect 
a *<fanger-board on MaurTor Hill. 2859 Darwin Orig. 
Spec. vii. {2860) 292 If a hen gives the ^danger- chuckle. 
x86a A thenaeum- 31 May 717 The *danger-flag held out to 
warn their children off the road. 1640 Shirley St Patrick 
for Iret. v. hi, And make thy person ^danger-free. 2848 
Rep. Railway Commissioners App. 84 The pointsman had 
not then turned the Manger signal. 1888 J. Shallow 
Templars Trials 71 A danger-signal to Christendom. *616 
Lane St/rls T. 120/47 Fames highe *claunger-teachinge 
schools. 2872 Ruskin Eagle's N. 61 The *danger-whistle 
of the engines on the bridge. 

t Ba'nger, V. Ohs. [a. OF. dangerer , f. 
dangier, danger. Danger.] 

1 . To render liable. 

a 1400 $0 Alexander ix 76 And all ]>e trouage. .pat he to 
Darius of dewe was dangird to paye. 1544 Four Supplic. 
(2872) 52 They be compelled to sell theyr landes. .or els to 
daunger them self# in dette to many. *633 T. Adams Exp. 
2 Peter ii. 1 If it [libel] be liked, they know the authors ; if 
it be dangered to penalty, it is none of theirs. 

2 . To bring into or expose to danger ; to en- 
danger, imperil, risk. 

1470 [see Dancering], 1544 Bale Chron, Sir f. Oldens- 
tell in Hart, Misc, (Malh.j L 247 They whyche . . haue 
daungered theyr Hues for a common writhe. *579 Lyly 
Euprnes (Arb.) *33. The heedelesse practiser, which daun- 
gereth the patient. 1590 Marlowe Edw. II, v. iii, There- 
fore* come ; dalliance dangereth our lives. 1606 Siiaks. Ant. 
4 - CL 1, ib 199. ■ 2663 Pepys Diary t May, My stone-horse 
was very troublesome, and begun to fight with other horses, 
to the dangering him and myself. 

b. (with inf) To run the risk ; to be in danger. 
2672-3 Marvell Reh. Tramp . II. 238 Should the Legis- 
lator persist . . he would danger to be left in the field very 
single. 

3 . ? To damage, harm, injure. (Cf. Danger sb. 6.) 

2338 Bale Gods Promises t. In Hazl. Dodsley I. 288 He 
: must needs but fall.. And danger himself, 2592 Harington 
I . Orl. Fur. 1, Ix, He would . . bestow The damsel! fair# on him 
| that in that fight . , should- . danger most the. Pagans with his- 
| might. 2-6*4 Markham Cheap Hush, xu, i. (1668)86 The 
| dodder sheep is the best breeder, and his Issue, never "darir 
[ gereth the Dam in yeaning. 

[ Hence Daggered ppl. a., Daggering, vbl. sb, 
a 1400-50 [see 1]. c 2470 Henry Wallace vm. 547 lt Is 
my dett to do all that I can To fend our kynrik out 
[ off dangeryng. x 6 oo Distracted Emp. 1, i m Bullen 


0. PL III. 172 A long daungered seaman in a storme. 162a 
T. Taylor Comm. "Titus iii. 2 To the present dangering and 
drowning of both. *645 Quarles Sol. Recant. 34 why 
should thy too much righteousnesse betray Thy danger’d 
life? 

t Ba*nger£o 2 , a. Obs. [f. Danger sb. +-fol.] 
Full of danger, dangerous. 

1548 [see Dangeufully]. 2607 Walkington Opt Glasse 
54 Much eating is also dangerful for this humour. 262a 
Peach am Compl. Genti. viiL 11634) 67 The Atlanticke or 
Western Ocean is most rough and dangerfull. a 2708 
T. Ward Eng. Ref. n. 172 (D.j As Lion, Scorpion, Bear, and 
Bull, And other things less dangerful. 

Hence + B&’ng’erfolly adv., dangerously. 

2548 Udall, etc. Erasm. Par. Luke xi. 107 a, Certain 
Jewes. .whose solles y- spirite of Satan did more daungier- 
fully possesse. 

Bangerless (d^^ndgoiles), a. (and adv.). 
Now rare. [f. as prec. + -less.] Without danger ; 
free from danger. 

<521568 Coverdale Carrying Christ's Cross iii, We., shall 
be dangerles in such felicite and ioy. 1581 Mulcaster 
Positions xv. (1887) 69 For the better and more daungerlesse 
performing therof. 1660 S. Fisher Rusticks Alarm Wks. 
(1679) 379 One of his wonted Fits of dangerless fear. 1795 
Southey Joan of Arc viil 371 Nor dangerless To the Eng- 
lish was the fight. 2883 Woolson Anne 361 It is the long 
monotony of dangerless days that tries the spirit hardest. 

b. as adv. Without danger ; t without damage 
or harm {obs.). 

cx 440 Generydes 4567 For all that he skapid daungerles. 
1602 Warner Alb. Eng. xi. Ixvb (1612) 282 Howbeit Bur- 
rough did therein, not Dangerles, preuaile. 2633 L. 
Roberts Prelim. P. to P. Fletcher’s Purple hi., where 
all may dangerlesse obtain, .cheapest, greatest gain. 

Hence Bamgrexlessness, freedom from danger. 
2828 Coleridge in Rem. {1836) I, 233. The. dangerlessness 

— t 6 a.Kti>SvPOV. 

Banger OHS (d^i-nd^orss), a. Also 3, 6 dan- 
gems, (3 dauncherous), 4-6 daungerous, (5 
dawngerowse, 5 -6 daungerouse. [a. AF. dan- 
gerous — OF. dangeros , -eus, mod.F. dangereux, f. 
danger : see -ous.] 

f I. Difficult or awkward to deal with ; haughty, 
arrogant ; rigorous, hard, severe ; the opposite of 
affable. Obs. 

axzz$ Ancr. R. 108 Heo is a grucchild, & ful itowen, 
dangerus, & erue6 for te paien. CX290 S. Eng, Leg. I. 
280/83 pc pope makede him dauncherous and nofde ensenti 
per-to, c 1386 Chaucer Frol. 517 He was to synful man 
nought despitous Ne of his speche daungerous ne digne. 
c 1400 Rom. Rose 591 And she to me was nought unmeke, 
Ne of hir answer daungerous. Ibid. 2483 So fiers & 
daungerous was he. That he nolde graunte hir askyng. 

tb. Difficult to please; particular, ticklish; 
fastidious, nice, dainty, delicate. Obs. 

c 2386 Chaucer Melib. Prol. 21, I wol yaw telle a litel 
thing in prose, That oughte like yow. .Or dies certes ye be 
to daungerous. c 1430 Tilgr. Lyf Manhode 1. cxx. (1869) 63 
Of pi mete and of pi drink be pou neuere more daungerous. 
What J>ou fypdest take it gladliche. *568 E. Tilney Disc. 
Mariage C ij b, Daungerous, and circumspect in matters 
touching his honesty, a 1568 Ascham Sckolem, 1. (Arb.) 65 
Great shippes require costlie tackling, and also afterward 
dangerous gouernment. 2577 B. Googe II eresbach's II mb , 

1. (2 586) 31 l'he Gate is not daungerous In the choyse of his 
grounde, but groweth lyke a good fellowe in every place. 

k c. Reluctant to give, accede or comply ; chary 
of. Obs. 

c 2386 Chaucer Wife's Prol. 514 For that he Was of his 
lone daungerous tome. 14. . Pol. Rel. 4* L. Poems 255 Ifshe 
he dawngerowse, I will hyr pray. *494 Fabyan Chron, civ. 
144 And requyryd hym of his comfort© and ayde, wherof 
he was not daungerous. 2556 Robinson tr. More's Utopia 
(Arb.) 166 As myne I am nothing© daungerous to impart e, 
So better to receaue I am readie. 1598 W. Phillips' Lins- 
cholen (1864) 200 They are so dangerous of eating and 
drinking with -other men which are not their Countrimen. 

2 . Fraught with danger or risk-; 'causing' or- 
occasioning danger; perilous, hazardous, risky, 
unsafe. (The current sense.) . ' 

2490 Canton Eneydos xxi. 78 Atte this tyme 'which© is so 
daungerouse. . *540'- Act 32 Hen. PHI , c, -29. Some houses 
be .. redy to fal.downe, and therfore dangerus to passe by. 
1577 h- Googe II eresbach's II tab. 1. (2586) 40 b, Delay herein 
is daungerous. *599 S andys Europx Spec, (163a)'. 248 The 
daungeroust enemie Spain© had in the world. 2-670 Milton 
Hist. Eng. iv. Wks. ( 2847 ) 516 "They who : pray against 'us, . 
are ourdangerousest Enemies. 1748 Smoli.ett A'. Rand, xii 
His wife '..seeing- her husband in ..these dangerous circum- 
.. stances, uttered, a dreadful scream. ' '*779-8* Johnson L. P., 
Milton Wks, I L *42. To. be of no church is dangerous. . 1859 
Helps Friends In C. Ser. it, I.ii. 232 In » : ost of the European 
nations there are dangerous classes, dangerous, because un- 
cared .- for and . uneducated, , " ' *893 . S ir ' J. W. Chitity - in Law 
Times * Rep. LX VI II. 430/x ,A"iaos.t dangts:rous 'doctrine,'- ' 
t &* Ready to run into or meet danger ; venture- 
some. Obs, rare, " . 

■ xfix* Tourneur Aik. Trag. iv. ii, And I doubt bis -life,' 

' His spirit Is so boldly dangerous. . 264a f see Dangerously, 3 J, 
4 . In danger, as '-.from ' illness;; dangerously ill. 
Now dial, and U.S. colloq. 

a *6x6 Beaum. Sc Fl. Bonduca iv. iii,; Reg. Sure Hi* 
mind is - dangerousv. . Drug. ■ The good gods cure it f ■ 2629 
: "Fletcher. M- Thomas ir. £, Which will "as' well .restore To 
I health again ..the" affected -.body . , As. leave it dangerous, 2620 
I Melton Asirolog. 1.4 A Spirit that will, frigh-t .any disease 
from the most dangerous ' and ouer-spent .Patient a *824 
For by Poc. E. Anglia, Dangerous, endangered. *M.n Smith 
} is. sadly-badly; quite dangerous.* 2864 Barnes Dorset 
\ Gloss . , ' Dangerous . in danger. ■ . *884 Bread-winners (XL S.) 
I ' 244' Pie 's dangerous; ' they don’t think he ’ll .live. ■ 
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DANGEROUSLY. 

+ 5 . Hurtful, injurious. Obs. (Cf. Danger sb. 6,) 
154,8 Halle Chron. 17 b, The encounter was sharps, the 
fight was dangerous. 1576 Fleming PanopL Epist, 400 
Two vices, very daungevous and noysome among men. 
ta. as adv. Dangerously. Ohs. rare . 

1593 Shaks. 3 Hen. VI , 1. i. zi Either slaine or wounded 
dangerous. . 

Dangerously (dJf'ndsorssli), adv. [f. prec. 
+ -ly 2 .J In a dangerous manner, 
f 1 . With reserve ; shyly; charily. Ohs. 
a 1577 Gascoigne Fable of leronimi, 1 . .alwayes danger- 
ouslye behaued my selfe towards him. 1647 Clarendon 
Hist. Feb. vu. (1703) II. 304 He was so sottishly and dan- 
gerously wary of his own Security . . that he would not pro- 
ceed. • 

2 . In a way involving danger or risk ; perilously. 
c 1540 Four P. P. in Hazl. Dodsley I. 372 To die so dan- 
gerously, For her soul-health especially. 1603 Knolles 
Hist. Turkes (1638)101 Hee fell dangerously sieke. 176S 
Goldsm. Vic. IV. xxxi, One of ray servants has been 
wounded dangerously. x86o Tyndall Glaciers 1. § 21. 78 
The slope, .was most dangerously steep. 

f 3 . Venturesomely. (Cf. prec. 3 ) Ohs. rare. 
164a Milton Apol. Smect. (1851) 293 A Satyr . . ought. . 
to strike high, and adventure dangerously at the most 
eminent vices among the greatest persons. 

Bangeroiisness (d^nd^resnes). [f. as prec. 
+ -ness.] The quality of being dangerous. 

+ 1 . Chariness, grudgingness. Ohs. 

1548 Udall, etc. Erasm. Par. Mark vi. 49 a, It came not 
of any daungerousnes, or difficultie on his behalf. 

2. reriloiisness. 

*530 Palsgr. 212/1 Dangerousn esse, dangeres>seU, dangler. 
260a Carew Cornwall ib, The dangerousnesse of the 
passages laid them open to prime inuasions, 1736 Carte 
Ormonde I, 99 The ill circumstances of his ladys health 
and the dangerousness of her condition. 1881 J. Simon in 
Nature No. 616. 372 Experiments which illustrated the 
dangerousness of sewage-polluted water-supplies. 

Dangersome (d£'*nd:p.is#m), a. Ohs. exc. dial. 
[f. Danger sb. + -some.] Fraught with danger. 

1567 Maplet Gr. Forest 96 The sluggish owle hath bene 
to man Most often daungersome. 1651 Reliq. Wot ton. 8 
The dangersome marks. 1885 Century Mag. XXIX. 549/1 
How to run in daylight without it being dangersome for 
Tim. 

Dangl© (dse‘gg' 1 ), V. [Appears at end of 1 6th c. ; 
corresponds to Da. dangle , Norw. and Sw. dial. 
dangla , North Fris. dangeln, ablaut-derivs. of Da, 
dingle , Norw., Sw., Ieel. dingla to dangle. In 
form these seem to belong to the stem ding-, dang- 
(Ding v.), but the connexion of sense is not clear.] 

1 . intr. To hang loosely swaying to and fro. 

c 2590 Sir T. More (Shaks. Soc. 1844) 46 How long Hath 
this shagg fleece hung dangling on thy head ? 1598 Ygng 
Diana 228 Her dissniueled hair.. in curled lockes hung 
dangling about her snow-white forehead. 1633P. Fletcher 
Pise. Eel. 1. vi, Our thinne nets dangling in the winde, 
2678 Norris Misc. u 699) 37 Ripe Apples now hang dang- 
ling on the Tree. 1782 Cowper Gilpin 132 For all might 
see the bottle-necks Still dangling at his waist. 1877 
Black Green Past xxxvi, Mr. Bolitho was seated on a 
table, his legs dangling in the air. 

b. To hang from the gallows ; to be hanged. 

1678 Butler Hud. hi, i. 641 And men [have] as often 
dangled for’t, And yet will never leave the sport. 1748 
Smollett Rod. Rand, xxx, Let the rascal be carried back 
to his confinement. I ^ find he must dangle. 1841 James 
Brigand xxxviii, Set him dangling from the battlements. 

2 . trans. To make (a thing) hang and sway to 
and fro ; to hold or carry (it) suspended loosely. 

162a Two Noble K. 1. ii 57 What canon is there That does 
command my rapier from my hip, To dangle *t in ray band? 
1748 Smollett Rod. Rand, xlv, I . . dangled my cane 
aha adjusted my sword knot, x8o8 Scott Mann. v. xii, 
The bridegroom stood dangling his bonnet and plume. 
1873 Symonds Grk. Poets x. 314 Lazy fishermen, .dangling 
their rods like figures in Pompeian frescoes, 

b. Jig. To keep (hopes, anticipations, etc.) 
hanging uncertainly before any one. 

1863 Kinglake ■ Crimea (1877) II. ii. 31 The mighty 
temptation which seemed to be dangled before him. 2872 
Freeman Norm. Cotiq. (1S76) IV. xviit 193 The hopes of 
a royal marriage were again dangled before the eyes of 
Eadwine. 

c. To hang (any one) on a gallows. 

1887 W. C. Russell Frozen Pirate II, iv, 92 This is 
evidence to dangle even an honester man than you. 

3 . fig. {intr.) To bang after or about any one, 
especially as a loosely attached follower to follow 
in a dallying way, without being- a formally recog- 
nized attendant. 

1607 Dekker Sir T, Wyatt Wks, 1873 HI. 2x5 Wyat». 
■rising' thus in armes, with, the Kentish men 'dangling at his 
taile. 1727 Swift Past. Diaf Marble Hill f Richmond 
Dodge, Plump Johnny Gay will now elope; And here no 
more will dangle Pope.;. *734 Fielding Univ. Gallant 1, 
Tray take, her, I /dangled after her long, enough, too. *760 
Foote Minor 1 . Wks. 1799 I, ass The sleek. Tprentice us’d 
to dangle after his mistress, with the "great Bible under' his 
arm. a 2859 Macaulay Hist. Eng. V. 5 Heirs of noble 
houses, .dangling after actresses. 1862 Merivale Rom. 
Emp. (1865' IV. xxxvii. 271 The exquisites of the day were 
men who dangled in the tram of ladies. 

t b. To stroll idly, or with lounging steps : cf. 
1607, 1760 above, Obs. 

vjyB Learning at a Loss II. 76 They quitted, or, to use 
their own expression, dangled out of the Room. 

4 . trans. To lead about in one’s train, or as an 
appendage. 
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a 1723 Gay Distressed Wife ii, I am not to be dandled 
about whenever and wherever his odious business calls nun. 

5 . To while away or cause to pass in dangling. 

2727 Bqlingbrokb in Swift's Lett % (1766) II. 77 Hie 
noble pretension of dangling away life m an ante-chamber. 

0 . Comb, (of the verb stem) dangle-berry, Blue 
Tangle, Gaylussaciafrondosa, an American shrub, 
N.O. Vacciniacem ; dangls-jack (see quot.)^ 

1881 Leicestersh. Gloss., Dangle-jack, the primitive 
roasting-jack, generally a stout bit of worsted with a hook 
at the end, turned by giving it a twist irom time to time 
with the fingers. 

Bangles sb. rare. [f. Dangle v.J Act or 
manner of dangling ; something that dangles. 

2756 Connoisseur No. 122 Seeming ravished with the gen- 
teel dangle of his sword-knot. 1888 0 . Crawfukd Sylvia 
Arden ii. 21 He lay there in a swound till they got him up 
the ladder, with just a dangle of life in him. 

Ba-ngle, a. rare. [f. Dangle v.] Dangling. 

1600 J. Poky tr, Leo's Africa n. 341 A tame beast., 
having long and dangle eares. 2889 Braithwaite Retrosp. 
Med. C. 242 In many cases the leg is a mere ‘dangle limb' 
of no service whatever. 

Ba’ngled, ppl a, [f. Dangle v. f -fix] 1 1 ung 
dangling, or furnished with dangling appendages. 

2593 N ashe Christ's T. (2613) 148 For thy flaring frounml 
Periwigs, lowe dangled downe with loue-lockes, shaft thou 
haue thy head side, dangled downe with more Snakes than 
euer it had hayres, a 2688 Viluers (Ok. Buckhin. > Poems 
‘1775) 141 Nor is it wit that makes the lawyer prize His 
dangled gown : ’tis knavery in disguise. 

Danglement (dje'ijg’lment). [f, Dangle v. 

+ -ment.] 1 . Dangling. 

1834 Beck ford Italy II. 75 He. .passes the flower of his 
days in this singular species of danglement, 1849 Lytton 
Caxlons vu. i, The, .suspension and danglement of any pud- 
dings whatsoever right over his ingle-nook, 

2 . cotter, {pi.) Dangling appendages, dial. 

2855 Robinson Whitby Gloss., Danglcments, tassels and 
such like appendants. 

Dangler (dtrqglai). [f. as prec, + «er K] 

1 . One who dangles ; one who hangs or hovers 
about a woman ; a dallying follower. 

2727 Fielding Love in Sev. Mast 7, Wks. 1773 1 * 37 The 
dangler after a woman, 2730 6 Bailey (folio •, Dangler, so 
the Women in Contempt call a Man, who is always hang- 
ing after them, but never puts the Question home. 1770 
Mad. D’Arblay Early Diary 20 fun., * You see', she 
cried, ‘ what a herd of danglers flutter around you,’ x8»S 
Carlyle Misc. (1857) 1 . 228 Fashionable danglers after 
literature. 288a Bksant All Sorts xix. 239 Dick Coppin 
was not, .a dangler after girls’ apron-strings. 

2 . A dangling appendage or part. 

2732-7 Miller Card. Diet, ed, 3* s. v. Fitts, You must 
go over the Vines again, .rubbing off 1 all Danglers, as before, 
and training in the leading Shoots. 2870 Miss Broughton 
Red as Rose iv, The long red pendant to bis [a turkey- 
cock’s] nose : I confess to being ignorant as to what function 
that long flabby dangler has to fulfil. 

Dangling (danjgliqh vbl sb, [-ingEJ The 
action of the verb Dangle, q.v. ; f concr. {pi.) 
dangling appendages. 

1611 Cotgr., Penduoches, jags, danglings, or things that 
hang danglingjy. 26150 Fuller Pisgah iv. vi. 200 To pre- 
vent the dangling down and dagling of so long garments, 
2678 Butler Hud. in. ii. 202 The Royalists. .To leave off 
Loyalty and Dangling, 2855 Smedley //. Caverdale 1 5 
I've given up flirting and dangling. 

Da*ngling, ppl. a. [-ing ‘A] That dangles. 

*593 Shake. Kick. If, in. iv. 29 Coe binde thou vp yemd 
dangling Apricocks. 2635 Quarles Emblems 1. Imoc, 
■Cast on these dangling plummets. 2750 Mrs. Delany Lye 
<4 Corr. {2862) If. 602, I am very Imppy that 1 have no 
dangling neighbours. 2856 Mas. Browning Aur. Leigh 
jil 767 Thin dangling locks. 

Hence Ba'uglingly adv. 

2622 Cotgr., Pendilkr, to hang danglingly, loosely, or 
but by halves. 

t Ba*nic, a. Obs . [ad. med.L. Damc-us, £ 
Dania Denmark,] «= Danish. 

2623-8 Daniel Coll. Hist Eng. 22 During this Danicq 
warre. 1692 Ray Dissol. World in. v. (2732) 363 hi the 
Baltick Dauick and Holland shores. 

Hence Banicism, a Danish' idiom or expression, 

2882 F. York Powell in Encyd. Brit . XII. 628 The 
intercourse [of Iceland) with Denmark begun to leave its. 
mark in ban-words and Danicisms. 

Danisht ( d?‘ *ntj ) , a and sb. In OE. Denise; 3-4 
Denshe, Dench, Danshe ; 6 Sc. Bence, Bene, 
Densch. Also ME. Danais, Banoys, and 6-7 
Danse, q. v. [OE. Iftnisc OTeut. *danisk- 9 
whence ON. Danskr , £ Dam*, B$m, Danes + -hues. 
Thence ME. Densh, etc. In Danish, the vowel is 
changed^as in Dane. The ME, Danais was i mined, 
from OF. daneis, damys (:—L. Danensis) j and the 
late Dansk directly from Danish.] 

Of or belonging to the Danes and to Denmark, 
subst. The language of Denmark. Danish ax 1 a 
kind of battle-ax with very long blade, and usually 
without a spike on the hack, Danish dag: see 
Dane, Danish embroidery *. see quot. 188 a, 

833 O.E. Ckrm., pa Denesc&n ahton waristowe ^ ftewald, 
845 Ibid. | Hi,} jtefuhton at Pedridan muhan wij> Benfecfte' 
here. 2207 R. Glouc. (2734)' 299 Atte laste myd a denehax 
me smot hym to grou nde. r 1300 Havelok 2403 Ml 'fader 
was king of denshe loud. C1314 Guy Wane. A. 35S5 
A danisax [ed. damsax! he bar on his bond, r 1340 Gaw. 
6* Gr. Knt. ■ 2223 A fell© weppen A denez .ax awe dyat, 
2^8 Trevisa Barth, de P . R. xv. Ixi, (24951 5*0 Frisia . . 


endyth atte Banysshe see. 2500-30 Kennedy Ffyimg m 
Dunbar 356 Benstnen of Denmark &r of the kingis kya. 
1545 Aberdeen Reg. V. 19 (Jam.) Anc densh asx. a 2578 
Gude fy Godly hail , <i86b) 159 liiglis prelatis Dtiche and 
Bence For thair abuse ar ruiit out. 160® Shaks. Ham. 
iv. iv. 1 Go Captaiue, from me greet the Danish King. 
2643 in Statist. Air, Moray V. 16 note, Furnished with 
..halberds, densaixe*, or Lochaber aiates. 2774 Gomwn. 
Nat. Nisi. III. via. £84 'The Grey Matin Hound .. trans- 
ported to the north, becomes the great DaviLh clog ..The 
Mastiff transported into Denmark, becomes the little 
Danish dog. 2825 Scott Note in Jamieson (Suppl ) s.v. 
Deusahres, A Danish axe was the proper name of a Locb&ber- 
axe; and from the Danes the Isles- men got them. *870 
Blaine Encyd. Rur. Sports 394 The Danish 'dog is con- 
sidered as the largest dog known ; probably it would be 
more correct to call it the tallest. x88s Caulrield Us Sawaki» 
Diet* Needlework, Danish Embroidery, this is mt embroi- 
dery on cambric, muslin, or batiste, and is suitable for hand- 
kerchief borders, .necktie ends, and cap lappets. , f Also] a 
variety of" the work only useful for filling in spaces left in 
Crochet, Tatting, and Embroidery, 
f/L Banais, Bauoyn, 

a 2300 Cursor Af. 34796 >,Cott.) To spek a*b«te stun pai«, 
bituix him and danais, e 2450 Merlin 42 The Danoys, 
that Vortiger. hadde brought in to' the loride. 2480 Cnxnm 
Chron. Eng, xei. 73 Kyng Adelbrtght that was* a danoys 
hclde the couuue of norfolk and southfolk. 

Hence Da-nisbrj tbs. exc. Hist. [cf. Irish ry , 
etc,], the people of Danish race (in Britain), 
c 2470 Harding Chron. cvm. x, Where Altire.de bad the 
vktorie, And slewe that daye a! the Jismyshrye. Ibid. 
cxix. xt», A duke of the Danlshrie. 2857 Fraser's Mag, 
LV I. 27 i‘he Danish ry rose en masse* 

Danisk: sec Dansk. 

Danism 1 (dchtiz m). [f, Dank + -ism.] A 
Danish idiom or expression, a Dartidsm. 

*886 Encyd. Brit, XXL 369/a Many Dun bins and ® few 
Succism* were imported into the language J,of NorwiiyJ. 
tDa*nism Obsr *> [ad. Hr. money- 

lending, L. danhta money - lender, 

laruoraebs, L, damsticus usurious.] Monty daitUug 
on usury. So Bam. 1st, Baal stlc a. 

2623 Cock cram, Danisme, Vsiitie, ' Daunt, a v«irer. 
1656 tit Blount Htossogr, {who add?-.} iMnhthk, pertaining 
to usury, 269® in Colls, 1775 in Ash. 2I.4S Wnmsm Law 
Lex., Danism, the act of lending money on utury. 
t Bank, sb. Obs, Forms: ate set j, [app, f. 

D.vnk a.} L Wetness, humidity, damp. 

*iet 2400 Mortt Art A . 3751 One hi d*mke of | »« dew# 
many dede lyggys, i6a» Mmmm Anton, wt Rrp. Brwi, 
The rawidi dank# of cltimik winter I'lw Iluttrt 

summers rain#, |Cf. Clumsy,] ■ 

2 , A wet place, marsh, mere. 

*513 Douglas AE net's vtt. Biol 60 • liedovlit in Bmkh 

deyp was every *yk. 1560 Kollamu C "n.Vmm % t Kolut 

out ouir thir rukkis rung, lie donk and dstill, , *66f Miltom 
/*, /„. vu. 441 Vet oft they quit The Dank, and rising «n 
stiff Pennons, towre The mid Atrnl Skit, 

Baal: (dgeijk), a. Forms; 5 dannk#, 5*7 
danke, 6 dancke, 6- dank ; also 6 dottle, 7 
donk©, 8 9 dial. donk. [J he adj. anti sit, are 
known from tr 1400, the vb. iwlikli we ihould 
expect to be formed from the adj.) appear# nearly 
a century earlier ; the early quo!*, for both vii. mid 
adj. refer to clew. The etymology Is titicerttin. 

The only words allied in form, and pcasidbly in i«ri.t+e, are 
Swedish dank * moist place in a field, marshy spot*, I cel 
d#hh (: -dattkn,) pit, pool These inu»t evidently be tepa* 
rated from the ■Germanic stem dink; dank*, dam-, whence 
ON, ddkkr dark, Ger, dnnkeL llitw k m original can* 
flexion, either of form or. sense, between dank md damp, 
but in recent times damp has acquired the senta of Awk 
and largely taken its place. .i 

f 1 . Wet, watery, wetting; a. said of dew, rain, 
clouds, water, etc, Obs. 

fa 1400 Marti Arth. 3* f tv dew# hat cforiiik#, when® 
{wt it count fell«, e 2400 Dmr. i my vAH Umph m ck*w 
or a danke myne. *5*3 Ikw&M Mum lit. lx, 3 Aurora 
the wak nycht dyd. .cliiiyi fra hevin with for dytti skyk 
donk. 2549 Compl, Scot, vi, |S'l‘I«s dro{» of the fresch# 
deu, ciuhilk of befor bed maid dikk ancle dni'Sj* verray th. tic. 
x6ox Wksvr h Mirr. Mari, Bij, Fruits,, Which the dank#, 
moisture of the. ayre doth clwridi, 

b. said of marshes, fcim, 'Soaking. groutKl, humid 
tropical forests, and the like, 

{*667 Milton P, L, «. >79 'Through each' Thicket Dificlc 
or Dried 1733 Somerville Chan" t, . 340 O'er the dank 
Marsh, bleak Hill, and sandy Plain. 2799 .Stotfaml 
deserimd {t&. ■ m 14 A pool in. the midst of a wk!#, dead, 
and d««k wr»' *■%» Sit F. flAmmvu : Norm* $ Eng. 
I. 163 On the dank inari»hy inhore* of the *»iy Vint. 2857 
S.'.Oi»o«N Qumiah %.%i% 351 In those dank and hot forests 
reptiles abound. 

2. Damp: with the connotation that this in an 
injurious or disagreeable quality, ft, of fog, vapour, 
the air, weather; etc, 

*#©*.! Mars row Pmfmil 4*. jfCmfh, v, 70 Tt»« euenlng*# raw 
and dank# ; J shaH' taka ■' cold, kysy Dvi* Fleet* t, 365, 
Dank or frosty day,*.' 2784 Cowraa Task 1. 437. Vapours, 
dank arid clammy. *w Kaiuit TaMe*i, Scr. ti, aiv. 
C*"8%I #SS A dank, cold encircling all ci!i)«cti, s80m 
. TYasiAtx' G£m. i. v, 41 .Dull . dank fog" choked tlw vml'lty, 
b. of substances or surfaces. 

■ lO'Chk ■»!»«» »». Oh* after 1650,' etc In mm hem dialect 5 
; but revived, by tie romantic writara.in end of iStii c, : ' 

' t®3Tiisiw Hmk.xx ii |i%i) 6oTMnk ling forgot will 
qmckly rot xfioo Shake. Mats, M. 11. ii, 75 Sk#pi**g 
sound On tie dank# and', durt'y mrouiid. tSm$ Hacom 
Sybom | 3p In. a Cellar m Dm.nl' room, x&pt Roosai 
.Nammm -6tZ Oh that out powder were n«. danka* tfkf 
Oaow Pfm,Gkm., D<mk, m little wettMt, A&mp, Mimthl 
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,1813 Scott Rokeby n. ix, The dank and sable earth receives 
Its only carpet from the leaves. 1855 Robinson Whitby 
Gloss., * As donk asa dungeon.’ 1876 Humphreys Coin-Coil. 
Man. xxvi, 400 Pages of vellum that served as knee-rests 
to the monks on the dank stone pavements. 

3 . In 19th c., often said, of rank grass or weeds 
growing in damp places, [perh. associated with 
rank."] 

1820 Shelley Sensit. Plant in. 55 And thistles, and nettles, 
and darnels rank. And the dock, and henbane, and hemlock 
dank. *827 Keble Chr. Y. 1st Sunday after Trin ., Here 
over shatter’d walls dank weeds are growing. 1853 Geo. 
Eliot Romola 1. xviii, That dank luxuriance [of the 
garden] had begun to penetrate even within the walls of 
the. .room. 

Dank (dserjk), v. Obs . exc. dial. Forms: 4-5 
donk(e, 5 downk(e, 5-6 danko, 6 dounk, 7- 
dank, 9 dial. donk. [See Dank #.] 
fl. tram. To wet, damp, moisten; originally 
said of dew, mist, drizzling rain, etc. Obs. 

a 1310 in Wright Lyric P. xiii, 44 Deowes donketh the 
dounes. _ c 1400 Destr. Troy 7997 The droupes, as a dew, 
dank it his fas, Ibid. 9639 A myste..All donkyt the dales 
with the clym showris. 1552 Lyndksay Monarche 6309 The 
dew now dounkis the rossis redolent, 1634 W. Wood New 
Eng. Pros/. 11. vii, 'i’he water having dank’t his pistoles. 

b. fig. To damp (the spirits or aspirations) ; to 
depress. Still dial. 

1555 Abp. Parker Ps. viii. Ijb, Thy foes to blanke : 
their threates to danke. a 2575 — Core. 22,7, I am . . not 
amazed nor danked. 1864 Bam ford Homely Rhymes 135 
{Lane. Gloss.) Put th’ Kurn-bill i’ the divel’s hous ’At it no 
moor may dank us. 

f 2 . intr . To become damp. Obs. 

3:590 Sir J. Smyth Disc. Weapons 21 The ayre of some 
moyst weather hath., caused the powder to give and danke. 
b. To be a fine rain or mist ; to drizzle, dial. 

* 1866 Gent/. Mag. I. 546 They have a peculiar expression 
in Lancashire, to convey the description of a hazy showery 
day : * it donkes and it dozzles \ 1869 Lonsdale Gloss. s.v., 

* It donks and it dozzles ' ~ It damps and drizzles. 

Hence I)a*nking vbl. sb. and ppl. a. 

c 1340 Gaio. «§• G?\ Knt. 519 When j?e donkande dewe 
dropez of the leuez. ? a 1400 Morte Arth. 3248 Was thare 
no downkynge of dewe that oghte dere scholde. 
DauMsii (cUe'rjkiJ), a. [f. Dank sb. and a ] 

1 1 . » Dank a . : wet, humid. Obs. 

1545 Ray noli) Byrth Mankynde iv. ii. (1634) 187 The 
earth may be ouer waterish, dankish, or ouerhot and dry. 
1545 Ascham Toxoph. n. ( Arb. ) 118 Take heed also of 
mistie and dankyshe cl a yes. 1590 Shaks. Com. Err. v. i. 
247 In a darke and dankish vault at home, There left me and 
my man. 1626 Bacon Sylva § 6,6 'I’he Moath breedeth 
upon Cloth. .Especially if. .laid up dankish and wet. *644 
Nye Gunnery 1. (1647) 13 You must suffer the said water 
to settle, .and congeal in a dankish room. 

2 . Somewhat dank; inclined to be wet or moist. 
2737 Bailey vol. II, Dankish, a little Moist or Wet. 
1886 Pall Mall G. 21 July 6/x Butts and tubs, .stood close 
packed and cumbersome upon its dankish floor. 

Hence Da'nkisJmess, dankish quality, humidity. 
1576 T. Newton Lemnie's Complex, n. 112a, A fustic 
dankishnesse . , ynder the skin. xSix Cotgr., Relant , 
mustines.se, fustinesse, ranknesse, dankishnesse. 1630 in 
J. S. Burn Hist. Parish Reg. Eng. 11862 • 68 This place is 
very much subject to dankishness. 1727 Bailey vol. II, 
Dankishness, moistness. 

Dankly (djenjkli), adv. [f. Dank a. + -ly 2.] 
In a dank or humid manner, 

3818 Shelley Rev. Islam vi. 4 The dew is rising dankly 
from the dell. *870 Miss Broughton Red as a Rose xxvii. 
Upon the broken headstones the lichens flourish dankly. 

Bankness (danjknes). [f. Dank a. + -ness.] 
The quality of being dank; humidity, dampness. 

xSox Holland Pliny II. 476 The natural! moisture aftd 
dankencssey hat commeth from thence. 1651 tr. Bacon's Life 
f Death 5 To save them from the Dankness of the Vault. 
Banky (darijki) , a. Also dial, donkey, -ky. 
[f. Dank + -y L] Somewhat dank, dampish. 

2796 W. Marshall Midi. Counties Gloss., Donkey , 
dampish, danL 1820 Mom in Blackw. Mag. VIII. 176 I’he 
sward is dim with moss and danky weeds. 1821 Ibid. IX. 
271 The owl sends forth her whoop from danky vaults. x 36 p 
Lonsdale GL, Donky, damp, moist, humid: ‘a donky day V 
Bazin, ■ obs,. form, of Dan K 
il Daunebrog (dsen/br^g). Also Dane-. [Da. 
Dan{n)ebrog, f, Danne-, Dam-, Danish + brag sup- 
posed to be ODa, brag, breech, cloth.] The Danish 
national flag; hence, a Danish order of knighthood, 
founded in 12 19, revived in 1671, and regulated by 
various later statutes; it is sometimes bestowed 
upon foreigners. 

3708 Land. Gas. No. 4434/2 His Majesty conferred, .three 
white Ribbons,' the Order . of Dannebrog on Monsieur 
Plessen [etc.]. *7x4 Ibid. No. 5269/2 His. .Majesty. . made 
a Promotion of seven Knights of the Order of Dannebrog. 

Penny Cycl. VIII, 401/a The orders of knighthood' are 
the order of the. Elephant, .the Danebrog order, founded in 
3219, and now bestowed for eminent services. 

Dannemorite (darn^mornit). Min. [Named 
from' Dannemoia in Sweden,, where found: see 
-ITR] ■ A variety of hornblende. 

x'857 Amor. Jrnl. Sc, Ser. il XXIV, 120 A columnar or 
fibrous mineral, .named Dannemorite. 

Danner, var. of Dan&ie v. Sc., to saunter, 
Ba'imocks, sb.pl. local. [Forby. prefers the form 
darnocks, and says 'it is a corruption of Dorneck, 
Dornick, Flemish name of Tournaii] (Scequots.) 
a 1825 .Forby Yoc. E. Anglia, Darnocks. Bannocks, 


hedger’s gloves. 2854 N. <?• Q. 1st Ser. IX. 273/1 Gloves 
made of Wh.t-leather (untanned leather) and used by work- 
men in cutting and trimming fences are called in this part 
of Norfolk dannocks. 1833 Beck Glover 233 The dannocks, 
or hedging gloves of labourers in our time. 

11 Hansens© (dans^z). [br., fem. of danseur 
dancer.] A female dancer, a ballet-dancer. 

1845 A thenmim 8 Mar. 236 A danseuse to whose notice 
he had been recommended. 1878 H. S. Edwards in Grove 
Diet . Mas. I. 131 Three other danseuses and a befitting 
number of male dancers. 

f Bansk, a . (sb.) Obs. Also 6 Danish, [a. Da., 
Sw., I cel. Dansk : see Danish. Spenser’s Danis/e 
unites Dansk and Danish .] = Danish. 

1569 Wills # Inv. A. C’, (Surtees) 302 A danske chiste that 
was his sisters. 1596 Spenser E. Q. iv. x. 31 On her head 
a crowne She wore, much like unto a Danisk hood. 1620 
Markham Master -p. u. xcvii. 387 Our English [Iron] is 
best, the Spanish next, and the Danske worst, 
b. sb. Denmark. 

1568 Turner Herbal hi. 5 The rootes are now condiled in 
Danske. 

11 Da*zisker. Obs. [ Da. Dansher Dane, f. Dansk 
Danish.] A Dane. 

2603 Shaics, Uam.u. i. 7 Enquire me first what Danskers 
are in Paris, 

f Bant 1 . Obs. [Cf. obs. Du. dante t ambubaia, 
mulier ignava ’.] # A profligate woman ■ (Halliwell). 

a 2539 Skelton Elynor Ruimn. 515 In came another daat 
She had a wide wesant. 

Bant Obs. or local. [Derivation unknown : 
perh. more than one word.] (See quots.l 

1688 R. Holme Armoury ir. 24/1 bants or Sulphury 
Damps, .all proceed from dry and hot slimy Vapours. Ibid. 
in. 97/2 Down, is the Dant, or pure soft airy Feathers 
which have no Quills. Ibid. in. 316/2 The Bolted Meal 
was put to fall into the Wheel, .and the pure Dant, or second 
sort of Meal to fall into the Ark. x 883 Greenwell Coal- 
trade Terms Northumb. 4- Durh., Dant , soft sooty coal 
found at backs, arid at the leaders of hitches and troubles. 

Dant, -ar, obs. or Sc. forms of Daunt, -Kit. 

Bante. Also 6 dant, 8-9 danta. [Cf. It. dante , 

* a kind of great wilde beast in AfFrike hauing 
a very hard skin * (Florio 1598) : see Ante. In the 
second sense app. a transferred use of the same word 
by the Spanish settlers in S. America.] 

1 1 . (Abo dant.) Some African quadruped : the 
same as Antis sb. q.v. Obs. 

2600 J. Pory tr .Leo’s Africa 1. 39 Buffles . . and Dantes 
(of whose hard skins they make all their targets) range in 
beards up and down the woods. Ibid. it. 340 The beast 
called LantorDant ..in shape resembleth an oxe, saving 
that he hath smaller le^s and comelier horns. 

2 . (Also danta.) The American tapir, 

(The early accounts are often exaggerated and erroneous.) 

1601 Hakluyt tr. Galvano's Discern. World (1862) 206 
Many hoards of swine, many dantes. 271a E. Cooke Voy. 
S. Sea 392 This Country [Verapaz] . . has abundance of 
Lyons, Tygers, and Dantas, 1760 72 tr, fuan 4« UUoa's 
Voy. (ed. 3) I. 362 Peru, infested with bastard lions, bears, 
dantas or grand bestias, (an animal of the bigness of a bul- 
lock, and very swift, its colour generally white, and its skin 
very much valued for making Jbuff leather ; in the middle of 
its head t. a horn bending inward . 2796 Morse Amer. 
Geog. I. 83 American beasts, .averse to cold; such are apes, 
dantes, crocodiles, 1887 W. T. Brigham Guatemala 370, 
1 have seen the tracks of the danta (Tapir us Ameruanus) 
in the Chacon forests. 

Dante, e, -ia, Dantelj, obs. ff. Dainty, -ily. 

Dantean (dm-nt/^aa), a. [See -an.] Of or 
relating to Dante or his writings; resembling 
Dante’s style or descriptions. Also sb. A student 
or admirer of Dante. 

a 2850 Rossetti Dante 4- Circ. t. (2874) 20 Among our 
Danteans. 1873 C. King Mountain Sierra Aev. ix. 293 
It was no small satisfaction to climb out of this Dantean 

f ull. 1879 J. Cook Marriage 93,1 do not adopt the 
>antean view of the state of the lost in another life. 

So Dante ’squ© a. [see -ESQUK] =prec. Barn-feist, 
a Dante scholar. Damtize v., to imitate the style 
of Dante. Danto-pMlist, an admirer of Dante. 
2833 Rdin. Rev. LVII, 427 A poem thoroughly Dantesque. 
1844 Disraeli Coningshy iv. xi, * Too insipid \ said the 
Princess. * I wish that life were a little more Dantesque.* 
1889 W. W. Vernon Readings ops Dante's Ptorg. I Prefl, 
One of the greatest Dantists of his time— the late Duke of 
Sermoncta. 2764 Acct. of Bks. in A nn. Reg. 272/2 Michael 
Angelo, .is not ashamed, in some of his compositions, t# 
dantize . 2872 Lowell Dante Prose Wks. lv. 247 The 

veneration of Dantophilists for their master is that of 
disciples for their saint. 

Dantiprat, obs. var. of Dandiprat. 

Danton: see Daunton. Danz, obs. f. Dan*. 
Daou, var. of Dhow. 

+ Baourite, Min. Also daurite. [Named 
from IJaouria in Siberia, where found.] An obso- 
lete synonym of ruheiiite or red tourmaline. 

2803 Bournon in Phil. Trans. XCII. 316 The tourmalin 
. .of Siberia, to which the names of rubdliie, of daourite, 
and of Siberiie , have been successively ■ given. 2804 R. 
Jameson Min. I. T30 Daurite. 

Ba^ * dsep), sb. Obs. exc. dial. [perh. f. Dap v., 
in which case sense 2 (as held by Halliwell) would 
be. the original.] 

1 . pi. Ways, modes of action ; hence dial, like- 
ness, image (in ways and appearance)* 

1583 Stanyhurst rEneis iv. <Arb.) ixo ' His ' daps and 
sweetening good moods to the soalye [thee solely] were 


opned. 2622 Mabbe tr. Aleman's Guzman ePAlf. ri. 239 
He. -knew the Dapps of the world. 1746 Exmoor Scolding 
230 (E. D. S.) Tha hast tha very Daps 0’ thy old Ount 
Sybyi. 2787 Grose Prov. Gloss., Dapse, likeness. The 
very dapse of one, the exact likeness in shape and manner. 
2888 W. Somerset Word-bk., Daps, 1. habits or ways. 2. 
Likeness ; image, 

2 . A bounce of a ball ; a hop of a stone on the 
water. 

*835 (Said at Rugby School). He caught the ball first dap. 
2847-78 Halliwell, Dap, a hop, a turn. West. 1888 m 
West Somerset Word-bk. 

Bap ALsodape. [Known only from 17th 

c. : app. a parallel formation to Dab, a lighter or 
slighter touch being expressed by the final/. In its 
use possibly also associated with Dip. Cl. also Dop.] 

1. intr. (rarely tram.) To fish by letting the bait 
dip and bob lightly on the water ; to dib, dibble. 

2653 Walton Angler 70, I have taught him how to catch 
a Chub with daping a Grashopper. Ibid. 118 With these 
[flies] and a short line, .you may dap or dop. 1676 Cotton 
Angler T. ■, The stone-fly we dape or dibble with, as with 
the drake. 2799 G. Smith Laboratory IL 271 The larger 
trout are to be taken, .with a stout rod - .dapping therewith 
(which term you will find used by eel-fishers > on the surface 
of the water. 1888 W. Somerset Word-bk., Dap . . to 
fish with a rod in a peculiar manner. When the stream 
is flooded and the water muddy, the bait, whether fly or 
grub, is kept close to the top of the rod, with only an inch 
or two of fine, and is made to bob up and down very quickly 
on the surface of the water. 

b. gen. To clip lightly or suddenly into water. 
1886 R. C. Leslie Sea-painter's Log 70 The ‘dapping* of 
the kittywake gulls tell|s] where a shoal of mackerel lies. 
2892 H. Hutchinson Fairway Island 229 In a few hours 
came a dapping of the lead line. 

2 . To rebound, bounce; to hop or skip (as a stone 
along the surface of water). 

2852 Coy. Mauritius vi. 204 A shot fired over the smooth 
sea astonished them much, as they watched the ball dapping 
along the surface. 2880 Boy's own Bk. 148 The other 
player then strikes it . , before it has . . dapped ti. e. hopped 
from the ground) more than once. 

Hence Da-pping’ vbl. sb, 

2799 E. Smith Laboratory II. 272 The few which you 
may , take, by dipping or dapping, will scarcely be eatable, 
2867 F. Francis Angling 18761263 Daping is in.some places 
called * shade- fishing 1880 92 [see 2 b above]. 

t Bapa*tical, a. Obs.-° [f. late L. dapdtic-m 
sumptuous, f. dap em feast : cf, also Gr. buiravi] 
cost, expense.] Sumptuous, costly. 

2623 Cockeram, Dapaiical meates, daintie meates. 2656 
Blount Glossogr., Dapaiical, sumptuous,^ costly, magnifi- 
cent. 1721 in Bailey, [Hence in mod. Diets.] 

Dapehiek(e : see Dabchick. 

Dape : see Dap v. 

Bapimad (dse'fnad). Dot. Lindley’s name 
for plants of the order 7 'hymdacem, including 
Daphne. So Da*p 2 uutl alliance, that containing 
the Daphnads and Laurels. 

1847 Findley Veg. Kingd. 530. 2876 Harley Mat. Med. 
(ed. 6) 448 Daphnal Exogens, apetalous, or polypetalous. 

BapJme (darfm). [Gr. hatpUT) the laurel or 
bay-tree : in JMythol, a nymph fabled to have been 
metamorphosed into a laurel.] 

1 . a. The laurel, b. in Dot. The name of a genus 
of flowering shrubs containing the Spurge Laurel 
and Mezereon. 

c 2430 Lydg. Compl. Bl. Knt. x, I sawe the Daphene 
closed under ryncle, Grene laurer and the holsome pyne. 
1634 Habington C as tar a (Arb.t 19 Climbe yonder forked 
hill, and see if there Ith’ barke of every Daphne, not appear© 
Castara written, 2863 Ansted Channel 1 st, iv. xxi. ted. 2) 
497 Daphnes flourish marvellously and remain in flower 
a long time, 

2 . Asiron. The name of the 41st of the Asteroids. 
Hence Da’plmean. a. [Gr.. Aeuppaias, L. Daph- 

nseus ], of or pertaining to Daphne; tram/, of or 
pertaining to virgin timidity and shyness, f Daph- 
ne*on, a: grove of laurels or-.' bays. 

2606 Sir G. Goosecappe in. ii. in Builen O. PL III,. Nor 
Northren coldnesse nyppe .her Daphnean Flower. ..1887 T. 
Hardy Woodlanders xl,/rhe Daphnean instinct, exception- 
ally strong in her as 'a girl.- 1664 Evelyn ■■Sylva (1716) 398 
They. [Bays] ..grow .upright 'and would make, a' noble 
Daphneon. 

ijDapimia (cke-fnia). Zool. [modX. (Muller 
Dntomostraca, 1785) f. Daphne.] 

A -genus- of minute fresh-water entomostracous 
cmstacea ; a water-flea, Hence- B.'»plmi» fc eeo-uS' a. 
Dapknlad, a member of the order containing 
the water-fleas. Ba f phmioid a., allied, in'" structure- 
to Daphnia ; sb. a daphniad. 

1847 Carpenter Zool. | 805 After the third or fourth 
moulting, the young Daphnia begins to. deposit, its 'eggs in 
the cavity 'of Its back. •, 185a Dana Crust, it. Daph- 

niotds. .have been yet reported -from the Torrid Zone. ' 
Daphnin (dre-fnin). Chem. [f. Daphne + -in.] 
A bitter glucoside obtained from two species 'of 
Daphne. So Da*plmetiai, a product of the de- 
composition of dnphnin. 

18x9 Children ■ Ckent. Anal . ' 289 Daphnin is ; the,. bitter' 
principle of the - daphne ' alpina. 2847 ''E. '■ Turner ■Elem.- 
■Chem., (ed. 8) 1165 Daphnme, front, the 'bark" of Daphne 
mezereum and other species. 1 1 is cr> T stal itzable, 2873 Watts 
Diet. Chem,, Daphnerin, 2876 Harley Mat. Med. (ed. 6) 
449 Colourless prisms of daphnetin, 1 
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t Ba'plmomancy. Obs - 0 ff. Gr. 
laurel, Daphne + -mangy.] ‘Divination by a 
Lawrel Tree* (Blount Glossogr. 1656). 

I! Dapifer (dm*pifu.i). [L., f. dapi- food, 
feast + for- bearing.] One who brings meat to 
table ; hence, the official title of the steward of 
a king’s or nobleman’s household. 

1636 Brathwait Roman Emp. 308 This Emperour also ap- 
pointed divers Offices in the Empire, as Chancellor, Dapifer, 
etc. 1657 Reeve God's Pina (T . \ Thou art the dapifer of 
thy palate, 1706 Phillips f ,ecL Kersey), Dapifer, he that 
carries up a Dish at a Feast, a Server . . Afterwards the 
Title was given to any trusty Servant, especially the chief 
Steward, or Head Bailiff of an Honour, etc. 1845 C. Mac- 
farlane Hist, Eng. 1 . 163 The royal cup-bearer or dapifer 
ordered him to withdraw. 

t Bapinate, v. Obs - 0 [f. L. dapindt ppl. 
stem ol dapindre to serve up (food), f. daps (cf. 
prec.).] ‘To prouide daintie meates’ (Cockeram). 
Daply, var. of D apply a. 

+ Dapoca-ginous, a. Obs . 

1674 Blount Glossogr. (ed, 4), Dapocaginous (from the 
Ital. dapocc ), that has a little or narrow heart, low-spirited, 
of little worth. 

Bapper (dse*poi), a. Also 5 dapyr, 6 daper ; 
6 err on. dappard, -art. [Not found in OE. or 
ME. App. adopted in the end of the ME. period 
from Flemish or other LG. dialect (with modi- 
fication of sense, peril, ironical or humorous) : 
cf. MDu. dapper powerful, strong, stout, energetic, 
in mod. Du., valiant, brave, bold, MLG. dapper 
heavy, weighty, steady, stout, persevering, un- 
daunted, QHG. tapfar , MHG. tapper heavy, 
weighty, firm, in late MHG. and mod.G., warlike, 
brave. The sense of ON. dapr ‘ sad, downcast ’ 
appears to be developed from that of ‘heavy’* 
Possibly cognate with OSlav. dobni good.] 

1 . Of persons : Neat, trim, smart, spruce in dress 
or appearance. (Formerly appreciative ; now more 
or less deprecative, with associations of littleness 
or pettyness ; cf. b.) 

C1440 Promp. Pwrih 2x3 Dapyr, or praty, slogans, a X529 
Skelton Image Hypocr. 95 As dapper as any crowe And 
perteas any pie. 1530 Palsgr. 309/1 Paper, proper, mignon, 
godin. 1504 Nashe Unfort. 'Troth x The dapper Mounsier 
Pages of the Court. 1648 Herrick Hesper., The Temple , 
Their many mumbling masse-priests here, And many 
a dapper chorister. 1673 R. Leigh Transproser Reh . 9 As 
if the dapper Stripling were to be heir to all the Fathers 
features. 1749 Fielding Tom fanes t. xi, The idle and 
childish liking of a girl to a boy. .is often fixed on. .flowing 
locks, downy chins, dapper shapes. x8ss8 Scott F. M. Perth 
viii, The spruce and dapper importance of his ordinary 
appearance. x 36 x Sat. Rev. Dec. 605 Our dapper curates, 
who only open their mouths to say ‘ L’Eglise, c’est moi 1 1 
1885 Miss Braddon Wyllards Weird I. 89 A good-looking 
man.. well set up, neat without being dapper or priggish. 

b. e sp. Applied to a little person who is trim or 
smart in his ways and movements: ‘little and 
active, lively without bulk’ (J). 

1606 Wily Beguiled in Hazl. Dodsley IX. 229 Pretty Peg 
. ."fis the dapp rest wench that ever danced after a tabor 
and pipe. 1634 Milton Camus xi8 Trip the pert fairies 
and the dapper elves. 179a Wolcott (P. Pindar) Ode to 
Ld. Lonsdale, Much like great Doctor Johnson .. With 
dapper Jemmy Boswell on his back. 1823 Scott Pevertl 
xxxv, The clean, tight, dapper little fellow, hath proved an 
overmatch' for bis bulky .antagonist. 1840 Hood Up the 
Rhine -66 A smart, dapper, brisk, well-favoured little fellow. 
1870 Emerson Soc.fy Sold., Civilization Wks. (Bohn) III. 
12 We are dapper little busybodies, and run this way and 
that way superserviceably. . 

2 . transf. Of animals and things. 

*579 Spenser Skepk. Cal. Oct. 13, The dapper ditties, 
that I wont devise, To feede youthex fansie. {Gloss., Dap- 
per, pretye,] 2589 Tri. Love <4 Fort, tv, in Hazl Dodsley 
VI. 198 .There was a little dappard ass with her. xeoa 
Greene Upst. Courtier. in Hart. Misc. (Malh.) II. 218 
A little daper flowre like a ground hunnisuckle. 167a 
Wood Life (1772)48 Mounting my dapper nagg, Pegasus. 
1704 Mode rat. Dtspl. vl 23 A Dapper Animal, whose Pigmy 
Size Provokes the Indies Scorn, .and mocks their Eyes. 
1802 G. Colman Br. Grins, London Rurality i, Would-be 
villas, ranged in dapper pride. 1870 Em erson Sec. A SoliL, 
Work fy Days Wks. (Bohn) III. 65 What. of. this. dapper 
caoutchouc and gutta-percha, which makes water-pipes and 
stomach-pumps ? 

i* 3 . as sb. A dapper fellow. Obs. 

■ 1709 T oiler No. 85 r x A distant. , Imitation of . a forward 
Fop, and a Resolution" to over-top him in his Way, are the 
distinguishing Marks of a Dapper. Ibid. No. 96 r 4. 1747 
W. Horsley Fool No. 68 The well-dressed Beaus, the Dap- 
pers, the Smarts. 

4 . Comb., as dapper-looking. 

*874 Burnand My Time ul 28 [The] dapper-looking, 
.though 'common chairs,. 

Ba*pperism. nonce-wd. [-ism.] The style, 
manners, etc. of a dapper person, 

*830 Carlyle Richter Misc. (x888) III. 33 A degree of 
Dapperism and Dilettantism * . unexampled in the History 
of Literature. . ■ 

Bapperlmg (darpmlm). [f. Dapper a. -t 
-LING : cf, weal ting. 1 A little dapper fellow. 

x 6 xx pOTGR., Nambot, a clwarfe; elfe, little starueling ; 
a dandiprat, or low dapperling. 1829 Carlyle Signs of 
Piffles Misc, (1888) II, .246 An intellectual dapperling of 
these times. 1881 P. Bayne in Lit. World 14 Jan, 26/x 
She loves Anthony, a dapperling in person. 


Dapperly (dse-psili), adv. [-LY 2.] In a dapper 
manner ; neatly, trimly, sprucely. 

1858 Ld. Malmesbury in Times 1 Oct. (1884) 4/4 A slight 
figure . . always with spurs and dapperly dressed, xBoz 
Temple Bar Mag. V. 290 Horns set dapperly upon the 
head. 

Bapperness (dse’po.mes). [-ness.] ihc 
quality of being dapper ; spniceness, trimness. 

1530 Palsgr, 2x2/1 Dapyrnes.se, propernesse, mignotterie. 
1841 Emerson Led., Man the Reformer Wks. (Bohn) IL 
238 Each requires of the practitioner, .a certain dapperness 
and compliance, an acceptance of customs. x88x Athenaeum 
12 Feb. 242 ^2 Dapperness rather than assumed dignity 
being the chief characteristic. 

Bapple (doe p’l), sb. Also 6 dappell. [Unless 
this is the first element in dapple-grey (q.v.), it is 
not known until late in the 16th c., being preceded 
somewhat by examples of the adj. of the same form, 
and followed by those of the vb. in the simple 
tenses; the (?ppl.) adj. dappled however appears 
two centuries earlier. The mutual relations of these 
and the derivation and etymological development 
of the whole group are, from the want of data, 
still uncertain. The primary meaning of dappled 
was ‘spotted, specked, blotched’, which might 
arise either from a vb. ‘to spot’ ora sb. -• * spot, 
blotch A possible connexion is the leek depill 
(found in 13th c.) * spot, dot’; according to \ ig- 
fusson ‘ a dog with spots over the eyes is also called 
depill\ This is app. a dim. of da pi pool : cf. mod. 
Norw. dape, depel muddy pool, pond, dub; MLG, 
dope, dobbe. Thus dapple might perhaps originally 
mean a ‘ splash and, hence, a small blotch or 
speck of colour.] 

f 1 . One of many roundish spots or small blotches 
of colouring by which a surface is diversified, Obs, 

x$8o Sidney Arcadia 11. 271 (R.) As many eyes upon his 
body, as my gray mare hath dapples, xfixx Cotcil, Place 
. .a spot or dapple on a horse. 

2 . (Without pi.) .Spotting, clouding ; mottled 
marking of a surface; dappled condition, dappling. 

2591 Horsey Trav. (Hakluyt Soc.) 220 A goodly fare 
white bull, all spotted over with black natural! dappell. 
X648 Earl of Wlstm, Otia Sacra (1879)88 Thy Crimson 
streaks belace the Damaskt West . . And cast so fair a Dapple 
o’r the Skies. 17x3 Land. Gas. No. 5x76/4 A Grey Mare. . 
a little Fleabitten. .on the Dapple behind. t 8 mj. Hodgson 
in J. Raine Mem. (1857) L 391 The whole sky has & harsh 
and unnatural dapple, 

3 . An animal, as a horse or ass, with a mottled 
coat. (app. subst. use of Dapple <?.] 

a 1635 Corbet Poems (1807) a 6 The king . .rides upon 
his brave gray dapple. 1733 Fielding Quix, 1. . i, Thou art 
just such another squat bag of guts as thv Dapple, a x8oo 
Cowfkr Needless A harm 1x5 Be it Dapple’s bray, Or lie it 
not, or be it whose it map x86x Tiniest Oct. 8/1 The pure- 
blooded dapple, shaking Ins long ears over that manger. 

Bapple (darp’D, a. Also 6 daplo. [See 
Dapple sb., and Dappled, The simple ad], is 
known ^1550 : its relation to the sb. and vb. is un- 
certain, According to analogy, it might be the 
source of either or both of these] but its date would 
suggest that it may itself have been worn down 
from dappled . or short for dappkgrejt.] m Dappled. 

155% T. Wilson Logike 79 All horns bee not of one 
colour, but, .some hay e, somedaple. 1735 Somf.rvii.ls Chau 
iv. 240 With his Hand Stroke, thy. soft dapple Sides, as he 
each Day Visits thy Stall. _ 1841 Lane Arab. Nts. I. 46 
There approached them a third sheykh, with a dapple mule. 
[Dapple cited by Imperial and Century Diets, from Scott* 
is an error for dappled : see Guy Ml. xxv. 

Hence f Da'ppleness, dappled Mate, 

x6xx Cotor. , Pommdure, plumpeuesse, roundnesse ; also 
daplenesse, 

Bapple (dceqfl), v. Also 7 daple, dappel. 
[The (? ppl.) adj. Dappled (q, v.) occurs from the 
end of the 14th c. ; but the .simple vb. is first 
known two centuries later, and might have been 
inferred from the ppl, adj., or formed directly on 
the sb. or adj. of same form ; see Dapple sb.] 

1. trams. To mark or variegate with rounded spots 
or cloudy patches of different colour or shade, 

3590 Shaks. Much Ado v. hi, 27 The gentle day, . Dapples 
the drowsie east with, spots of grey, c %6sa Fletcher & 
Mass. 7 rag. Barnavclt iv. i. They should have d&pkd ore 
yon bay with forne, Sir. a 1658 Cleveland Wks . 6x687 * 14 
i’he trembling Leaves . . Dappling the Walk with light and 
shade. 1697 Phil. Tram. XIX. 781 A Negm-Boy that Is 
dappel’d in several Places of his Body with White Spots, 
* 79 * Cowper Odyss. xx. 427, I see the walk aad.Mclkc* 
dappled thick with gore, 1799 G, Smith Laboratory ■ I. 
320 Howto dapple ahorse, 1824 Muss Mitford Village 
Ser, 1. ((1863) 79 An adjoining meadow, where the sheep are 
lying, dappling its sloping surface like the small clouds on 
the summer heaven. 1870 .Lowell Among my.Mks, Ser. 1, 
'(1873) 240 The flickering shadows of forest-leaves dapple the 
roof of the little porch. 

b. fg - 

1647 Ward Simp. Colder 76 It is in fashion with you to. , 
dapple your speeches, with new quod led words, x68a N, CL 
Boileau's Butrin 1. 41 Discord 'dappled o’re with thouiamd 
Crimes. 

2 . intr. To become dappled or speckled. 

1678 Land. Gas. No. 1266/4 An iron gmy Gelding, . 'begin- 
nmg to dapple,'. x8x8 Bvron Mazeppa xvi, Methought - 3 m t- 
mist -of dawning gray Would, never dapple iato day. *883 


D. C. hluRRAY Hearts I. vi. 138 The green flooring of die 
dell t began] to dapple with light and shadow. 

Hence Da-ppling vbl. sb. and ppl a. 

X830 Wordsw. Russian Fugitive 1, ii, In the dappling 
east Appeared unwelcome dawn. 1870 Runkim Led. Art 
vi. (1873) 372 The dappling of one wood glade with flowers 
and sunshine, 2883 G. Allen in Knowledge 3 Aug, 66/* 
The. .colour and dappling [of orchids]. 

Da-pple-bay, Si. [Alter dapple-gny. see 
Bay a.] A dappled bay (horseb 
183s D. Booth Analyt . Diet. 305 The colours of Horses 
are various. .There are also Dapple-bays. ' 

Bap-plecl (d«*p*ld ), «. A Iso 5 dappeld, 6 d aplit y 
6-7 clap led, [In form, the pa. pple. of Dawlb 
v. t which however it precedes in recorded use* by 
two centuries. If Dapple sb. occurred early 
enough, an. adj. from it in *«/ ** ‘ spotted \ would 
be possible ; cf. F. pommdi, OF. fmueli \ dappled, 
which similarly occurs long Ixifoie the vb. pmn- 
meter, and was perh. immediately f. fommelk , or 
OF. pomel, dim. of pom me apple; also OK, xfpled 
in afp/ede gold, 1 formed into apples or talk’, 
from nppet sb.] 

Marked with roundish spots, patches, or blotches 
of a diffen. nt colour or shade ; spotted, speckled. 

ex 400 Mmimdi'-v. (R oxb.) *xxi. *42 It IGiutfh I t% a fiiire 
bestf, welt* dappled | (fit, MS. a wu pemclee or spotiiMl, 
Fr, nne bate teehekele, 1 . Ibid. 143 per tr tdm m tide Muync 
. .dappeld and spuur<t [Colt, MS. all squilied, Fr, t 7*/.; 
teutonics, j. 153s Stew ah i Cron. # 1 . -j Thr diiplit 

.sky wa lyke the atstell cleir. *590 St i;nsi u P it. i. *4 
A gray *tecde. .-.Whose sides, with duplrti riulM werrn 
flight, 16*0 Flitcher Faithful Sheph. ii. iii, Only the 
dappled deer, . D wel k i n t h » * fast ties . 163a Milton id A t/egm 
41 Till the dappled dawn doth rise. xyxi/Pmrw Poems, ' 
The Garland I, The dappl'd .Fink, and blushing Rums, il£o 
R usx m Mod. Paint. V. i» i, 1 6 Beeehp anit their dappled 
shade. x868 Darwin Anim. 4 PI, I, it, 51 ilormtA of every 
colour, .are all occasionally dappled. 

b. C omb. dappled grey -■* 1 Iafple-ohet { horn*). 
1590 Spenser A. (Liu, vii, 37 Fast flying,. or* t a C : ’c«ir»er 
dapfed gray. *8*0 Scott Lady of .1, *« xnih. He mw 
your steed, a dappled .grey. X84JK Ti;«wmi» 'talking th 
xs2 Her mother trundled to the g.itt Behind the dappled 
grays. 

Dapple-grey (dar}>1,gr<*)i C^.) Vomw: 

4 5 dappel-, -ui 1-,-iL.i-, I- 7 daplt-, 5- dapple* 

grey, -gray. [See Dapple sb, t a., ti and Giikt, 
Since dapple-grey occurs* nearly, two centuri#* lie-fore 
dapple itself is exemplified i» any grammatical capacity 
(the only form known to be of equal age lieing the ppl, ad/, 
dappled, it is ditienk to conjecture whetw:e c»r how; the 
compound was formed. In »«cii combirtation*, the ftwi 
element h usually a »li. : e*g, in mppie-gref, irm-grey r tJty* 
blue, etc.; but it Ii difhciili to-.attat:fi any 

analogous mtMxrtg to # »fM'*grey *, if wr dapple 

here to I* the «b. lire Gcrtntitic language# generally mm 
a combination meaning *»ppl»*|r«f * 1 w. ON. mfmlgtAr 
* dapple-grey, i. t» apple-grey, having .the mtmky cokmr «f 
sir* apple 1 (Vigfomont, Sw, .ajpei-grd, Fiona. aptd"grmM f Da, 
ahiagrm, pied , piebald ; O If G , apheig rd * g la’ucu » \ C r imm \ 
M HG. ap/eignifjw, apfoigmm * dappk.grey * (Fldgel), ‘ap- 
plied to the a|»ple*rouml a-pot« which *li«w ilit;in«:l%-es» on- 
grey horses. * (t irinim), Du appelgiaamo * dapple^re y *. No 
F. pom molt (f .pommo apple) narked with rwumhdi %pn\* 
(of any colour), grmpomtmD grey dappled with darker 
spots, dapple-grey , grey in Otait«ir/C 7 , Frol. 6*6; 
with which cf, Russft, Jillfi.lOTilUSi yaiAuhnyi dappled# 
f yabioko apple ; all mid «up, of the « mu cf liorwn. It In 
not easy to he.Ueve that. *dftpph>grey * whith remlm 
words, has no connexion wtitr * apple.grey.* r their actual 
translation *« the explanation may be that dapple 'gny wm* a 
mixture of iiArn.Ed' spotted, taken as ih«s mtim-eqatvalent 
of F» pommtU, with apple g re %• the formal t repr«w*etitattve 
of Korm apkLgrd * , and m Teutonic ecpiivAietii*-. This 
would account at om t for the difficulty in aitalyring do/ps- 
in this combination, and for its preset tot f»*rt« before its 
appearance os an independem word .] 
i irey variegated with rounded spot* or pat chef of a 
darker shade mM of bones,. 

<’ 2386 Chaucer Sir Thopas 171 His *tm!« was a! dsppult 
gray Derr, clappel- I3 », dajpuil, eiapib, dappl«»gr«) b 
24* « T. of Rrceldemm t. 41 Ills' palfraye w.#*» it d»p|«il 
grays {re rr, CotL duppylb Lntnd. ibply, t \twb * . tUppull 
pmyi *377 Ii Googr ihresbmk** Jlusb. m, Tis86 : 11ft' 
The bay, the wrrell, the dutme, the dapin gray, t$w 1’, 
M[ourarj Sdkwrmes 72 Hew they color * Image . , 1 hen 
to an yr on, then to a dapple gray. Kimvit S)ha 
( 1 679 » 09, . 1 rend, .That an iiaiwlfiil or . two of small Oak 
bottom, mingled with Oats, given to Il«n »,t* w hit h nrr I4a» k 
of colour, will in few days eating alter it tontine Hippie* 
grey. x6S8 R. Holme Armoury 11. 154m Daiile<<tmy « 
a light (»ray spotted# or ilmdecl w ith a «foe|wr ( #ray, tfm 
Land. Gas, JNo. do %*ih The other wprns a Dujtj4#*-g;ry 
Hcwfse. 1803 Scott ' Last . Mimtr* t, aw, '€F swmly caa 
speed diipple-grey Mml, 

.immf, t$m MAtmii City 'Mmitk v. v, m Haul, Dmtiiey 
XH1, uof tliret Qiildwn living; m-m dapplssg wty* 

Half Moor, half Kngiish, 
b. etbsol A harm of thia colour, 

DstJiiii. of Hswnt. Chmllmge of Knight* Mrr, Wks, 
(17*1* Christiontts. ,siou«t«d on a "dapple gray, had Ids 
mmmt 

Ba**|iply, *. ran, [f. Dapwe sk +*tJ » Baf- 
fle a. JJappiy-grey ** Daffi. g-c e kt, 

*7*» Swu*? Om JRawr, Maks of li«ram«it» divln# 

Daplf fciaak i|woiels shine, *744 j, Duo too** SUph, 
Banbury 9 Rules $ Clouds pindl anti round# like a dapplcy- 
grey witb » No«li* w»4 . 

Daps t see Dai* sb. 

Bar, obs, form of Daei sk\ Babe zk^ 

Dar, var. of/ar, Thau aeed, seedg. 
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DABB, 


Darapti (darge-ptai). Logic. A mnemonic term 
designating the first mood of the third figure of 
syllogisms, in which both premises are universal 
affirmatives [a, a ), and the conclusion a particular 
affirmative (I). 

The initial d indicates that the mood may be reduced to 
Da.ru of the first figure ; the p following the second vowel 
that there must be conversion per accidens of the minor 
premiss. 

1551 T. Wilson Logike (1580) 30 The thirde figure. .Da rap 
ti. 1654 Z. Coke A rt Logick (1657) I 3 6 The third Figure 
..The Modes of this Figure are six. Called, Darapti , 
Felapton , Disarms , Datisi, Bo car do, Ferison. 1727-51 
Chambers CycL s. v. Darapti . . e. g., dA . Every truly 
religious man is virtuous ; rAp. Every truly religious man 
is hated by the world : ti. Therefore, some virtuous men 
are hated by the world. 1827 Whatf.ly Logic { 1848) toi 
T hird, Darapti, v xz. (dA) Every Y is X ; (rAp) Every Y is 
Z ; therefore t ti) some Z is X. 

Darayne, var. of Debaign Obs. 

Dai’bar : see Dubbab. 

Darby (daubi). A southern (not the local) 
pronunciation of Derby , the name of an English 
town and shire, which was formerly also some- 
times so spelt. Hence an English personal sur- 
name, and an appellation of various things named 
after the place or some person of that surname. 

1575 Lankiiam Let. (18711 4 Chester, .Darby, and Stafibord, 
1654 Trapp Comm. Ps . iii. Introd., Summerset, Notting- 
ham, Darby. 

1 . Father Derby's or Darby's bands : app. Some 
rigid form of bond by which a debtor was bound 
and put within the power of a money-lender. 
(It has been suggested that the term was de- 
rived from the name of some noted usurer of the 
16th c.) 

*576 Gascoigne Steele Gl. (Arb.) 71 To mabe their coyne* 
a net to catch yong frye. To binue such babes in father 
Derbies bands, To stay their steps by statute Staples stafie, 
1592 Greene Upst, Courtier in Harl, Misc. (Malh.) II. 
229 Then hath my broker an usurer at hand, .and he brings 
the money, but they tie the poore snule in such Darbies 
bands. 2602 Cakew Cornwall 15 b,_ Hee deliuers him so 
much ware as shall amount to fortie shillings. . for which 
thee poore wretch is bound in Darbyes bonds, to deliuer him. 
two hundred waight of Tynne. 

2 pi. Handcuffs : sometimes also, fetters, slang. 
1673 R. Head Canting Acad. 13 Darbies, irons, or 
Shackles or fetters for Feltons. 1815 Scott Guy M, 
xxxiii, ‘ But the darbies said Hatteraick, looking upon 
his fetters. 1889 D. C. Murray Dang. Catspaw 301 Better 
get the darbies on him while he’s quiet, 

f 3 . Ready money. Obs . slang. 

168a Hickkringill JF/n. (1716) II. 20 Except they, .down 
with their Dust, and ready Darby. 1688 Shadwkli. Syr. 
Alsatia 1. i, The ready, the Darby, 1692 Miracles per- 
formed by Money Ep. Ded., Till with Darby’s and Smelts 
thou thy Purse hast well stored, c 1712 Estcqurt Prunella 

1. 4 (Farmer) Come, nimbly lay down Darby; Come, pray 
sir, don’t be tardy. 1785 in Grose Diet. Vnlg. Tongue. 

4 . Short for Derby ale ; ale from that town being 
famous in the 17th c. 

[1614 J. Cooke Greene's Tu Quoque in Hazl. Dodsley XI. 
234 , 1 have sent my daughter tins morning as far as Pimlico, 
to fetch a draught of Derby ale.] a 1704 T. Brown Wks. 
(1760) II. 162 tD.i Can’t their Darby go down but with 
a tune? 1719 D’Ukfey Pills IV. 203 He.. Did for a 
. .Draught of Darby call. 

5 . Plastering. A plasterer’s tool, consisting of a 
narrow strip of wood two or three feet long, with 
two handles at the back, used in * floating ’ or 
levelling a surface of plaster ; also applied to a 
plasterer’s trowel with one handle, similarly used : 
see quot. *88 r* (Formerly also Derby.) 

18x9 Rees CycL s, v. Stucco , The first coat . . is to be laid 
on with a trowel!, and floated to an even surface with 
a darby (/. e. a handle-float), 1823 P, Nicholson Tract. 
Build. 390 The Derby is a two-handed float. 1842 Owner 
Archil. s 1 876) 673 The Derby , . is of such, a length as to 
require two men to use it. 1881 Every hi an his own 
Mechanic §1379 For laying on fine stuff, and smoothing 
the finishing surface of a wall, a trowel of peculiar form and 
make, with the handle springing from and parallel to the 
blade . . is required . . This trowel is technically called a 
‘darby'. 

6.. Darby and Joan, A. jocose appellation for 
an attached husband and wife who are 4 all in all 
to each other’, especially - in advanced years and 
. in humble life. ' Hence dial., a pair of china figures, 
male and female, for the chimney-piece. Hence 
Barby-and-Joan. v., -Joaiiisli a. 

_ The Gentl. Mag. > 27351V. 153 has under the title ‘ The 
joys of love never forgot ; a song’, a mediocre copy of 
verses, beginning ‘Dear Chloe, while thus beyond measure, 
You treat me with doubt and disdain’, and continuing in 
the third stanza ‘ Old Darby, with Joan by hts side, You’ve 
often regarded with wonder : H e's dropsical, she is sore-eyed. 
Yet. they’re never happy asunder.*, 'This has usually been con- 
sidered the source of the names, .and various conjectures 
have _ been made, both as to the author, and as to the 
identity of ‘ Darby and Joan *, but with no valid results, 1 1 
is possible that the. names go back to some -earlier piece, 
" and .as (Darby: is not a common English, surname, it may 
have originated in a real person. There is also a well-known 
■19th c. song of the name. ( 

. 2773 Goldsm. Stoops to Conq. 1, 5, You may be a Darby, 
but I’ll be no Joan, I promise you. 1857 Mrs. Mathews 
Tea-Table Talk I. 50- They furnished . .a high-life illustra- 
tion . of Derby and Joan. 1869 Trollops lie Knew xc, 
(1878) 500. When we travel together we must go Darby and 


oan fashion, as man and wife. 2882 Miss Braddon Asph. 

II.251 Daphne . . sat by Edgar’s side in a thoroughly Darby- 
and-Joanish manner. 2SS7 Punch x 8 June 294 Both their 
Graces were present, Darby-and-Joaning it all over the 
shop. 

BarTbyism (da Ibipz’m). [f. the name of Rev. 
John N. Darby, their first leader.] The principles 
of a sect of Christians (founded c 1830), also called 
Plymouth Brethren, or of a branch of these called 
Exclusive Brethren. So Ba'rfoyite, one who holds 
these principles. 

2876 Spurgeon Commenting 62 Good, as they are, their 
Darbyism gives them an unpleasant and unhealthy savour. 
2882-3 E. E. Whiteeikld in Sehaflf Encycl. Relig. KnxnvL 

III. 2856 Plymouth Brethren, .upon the European Continent 
generally named * Darhyites’. 2890 J. Wood Brown Ital. 
Campaign 11. ii. 148 Darbyite views. 

Darce, obs. var. Dace, a fish. 

Dardan (daudan), a.&ndsb. [ad. L. Dardanus, 
Dardanius (poet.) Trojan,] adj. Trojan, of Troy. 
sb. A Trojan. So Darda-nian. a. and sb . ; (| Dar- 
damiiim [Pliny N. //. XXXIII. iii. 1 2 Dardanium , 
vel Dardamtm , sc. aurum, ornamentum aureum], 
a golden bracelet. 

2606 Shaks. Tr. <$* Cr. Prol. 13 On Dardan Plaines. 2813 
Byron Br. Abydos u. iv, Of him who felt the Dardan’s 
arrow. 1818 — C/t. liar. iv. i, The Dardan Shepherd's 
prize. 1596 Shaks. Merck. F. in. ii. 58 The Dardanian 
wiues. 1623 Cockeram, Dardanean A rt. Witchcraft. 1648 
Herrick Hesper., To Julia, About thy wrist the rich Dar- 
danium, 

Dard(e, obs. f. Dart, and dared (see Dare v.). 
[Barely -line : see List of Spurious Words."] 
Bare (de-u), vf Pa. t. durst (d£»isD, dared 
(de»rd) ; pa. pple. dared. Forms: see below. 
[One of the interesting group of Teutonic preterite- 
present verbs, of which the extant present is an 
original preterite tense : see Can, Dow, etc. OE. 
durran, pres, dcarr, durron, pa. dors/e, = OS. gi- 
durran , -dar, - durrun , - dorsta , 1V1JLG. doren, dar , 
dorm , dorste , OFris, dhra, (dilr or dor 1, dorste , 
OHO. gi-turran , -tar. -fur run, -torsta, pa. pple. 
git or ran, MHG. turren, tar . turren , torste , subj. 
torsi e, Goth, ga-daursan, - dars , - daursun , subj. 
daursjau , - daur si a : belonging originally to the 
third ablaut series tiers-, dars-, durs Aryan dhers-, 
dhars dkrs- : cf. Skr. dkrsh perf. dadharsha , to 
be bold, Or. Qaptr ~ 7 9 paa~ in Bpaovs bold, Bapcuv 
to be bold, OSlav. druzate to be bold, dare. In 
ON., the word is wanting, its sense being supplied 
by the weak verb para. It is also lost in mod.Ger. 
and Du. ; in MI Hi. it appears to have run together 
with the verb dorven, = OE, purfan to need (see 
Thar); hence in Du., durum is to dare; and 
Ger. diirfen in some of its uses approaches the 
sense ‘dare*. These two verbs have also fallen 
together under a d form in some Frisian dialects ; 
and in ME. there was some confusion between them, 
dar being sometimes written for thar, while, on the 
other hand, th- forms (some of them at least from 
Norse) appear with the sense of dar : see A. 9 below. 

The original 3rd sing, pres, he dare , and pa. t. durst, re- 
mained undisturbed to the modern period, in which the 
transitive senses t B. II,') were developed ; but early in the 
x6(h c. the new f >rms dares, dared, appeared in the south, 
and are always used in the transitive senses, and now also 
in the intransitive sense when followed by to. In the ori- 
ginal construction,^ followed by the infinitive without to, 
dare, durst are still in common use (esp. in the negative 
* he dare not*, ‘he durst not’); and most writers prefer ‘he 
dare go’, or ‘he dares to go’, to ‘le dares go*. The 
northern dialects generally retain ‘he dare, he durst ’, and 
writers of northern extraction favour their retention in 
literary English when followed by the simple infinitive 
without to. j 

A. Inflexions. 

1 . Pres. Indie, a. 1st sing. 1 dearfr, north. 
darr, 1-3 dear, 2-4 dar, 3 Orm. darr, 3 -6 dar, 
5 - dare, (Sc. 7 dar, 8-9 daur), 

.'950 Limits/. Gasp., Jerome's Prol. T2 ]>e ich darrhuelc 
hwoego, .to eceanne. c 1000 /Ei.fkic Gen. xliv. 34 Ne dear 
ic ham faran. c 2200 Ormin 10659 Ne darr 1 ]>e nohht 
fullhtnenn. erz 05 Bay, 6630 Ne der ich noht kennen. 
4x225 St. Marker. 26 Speoken i ne dar nawt. a 1240 
Ureixun in Catt. Horn. 285 Mi leofman dear ich swa clipien. 
42350 IF Hi. Paler ne 938 Y dar noiujt for schame. Ibid. 
2x69,1 der leye mi lif. <7x420 Avow. A rtk. xxxviii, 1 dar 
lay. 1^23 More in Grafton Citron. II. 770, I dare well 
avovve it 1605 Shaks. Macb. 1. vii. 44 Letting I dare not 
wait ypon I would, 2721 Addison Sjfect. No, 58 t i, I dare 
promise my self. 2725 Ramsay Gent. Sheph. n. iv, 1 daurna 
stay, 28, . [see examples in B]. 

b. 2 nd sing. 1 dearst, (north. *darst), 2-3 
dmrst, 2 4 derst, 3 Orm . darrst, 3-d darst, 
darryst, daryst, 4-5 d&rist, 5 darate, 5- darest, 

■ (7 dar at, 7- dar a st). ■ ■; &. north. 4- 6 dar, 4- dare, 

Beowulf 2059 Gif Su . . dearst . .bidan. c 1 275 Lamb . Mom. 
27 bu ne derst cumen bi-foren him. c 2200. Ormin 5614 patt 
tu be darrst nohht Drihhtin wra}?hvnn. c xzo$ Lay. 20375 
pu ne d;;erst fc 1275 darst] . . abiden . c 2385 . Chaucer L . G, ' IF. 
1450 Hypsip. 4- Medea, Now daryst thow [v.r. darstouj take 
this vinge. c 2400 Rom. Rose 2532 That thou resoun derst 
bigynne. c 2400 Lanfrands Cirurg. 302 Whanne }x>u. .ne 

■ darist not 'do it. 2470-85 M a i.ory Arthur x. Iv, Arte, thou 
a knygte and darste not telle thy name? 2626 R, C Times' 


Whistle v. 2143 [Thou] darst repaire. 1667 Milton P. L . 

11. 6S2 Thou . . That dar’st . . advance. 

/ 3 . a 2300 Cursor M. 5668 (Cott.) How dare [v.r. dar] jjoti 
sua >1 hrof>er smite l c 1470 Henry Wallace in. 361 Quhi, 
Scot, dar thou nocht preiff? 1578 Gude 4* Godlie Ballot es 
(1868) 116 How dar thow for mercy cry? 

C. 3 rd sing. a. I dear(r, north, darr, 13 
dear, 2-3 der, 3 Orm. darr, 3-6 dar, 5- dare, 
(8-9 Sc. daur). 0 . 6 daretb, -ytb, 6- dares. 

Beowulf 1373 Gif he fceseeean dear, c 2275 Lamb. 
Horn. 2X2 He his men eisian ne der. C2275 11 Pains of 
Hell 231 in O. E. Misc. 253 Ne dar no seynt heom bidde 
fore. 1340 Ayeub. 32 pet ne dar na^t guo ine J>e pebe. 1382 
Wyclif Rom. x. 20 Y.saie dar, and seith. c 1400 Maundkv. 
(Roxb.) xii. 52 Nere pis see dare na man dwell. 2483 
Caxton G . de la Tour F viij, A coney tous herte dar well 
Saye. 1549 Coutpl. Scoil. 24 3 it he dar be sa bold. 2599 
Shaks, Much Ado 111. i. 74 Who dare tell her so? 2603 -~- 
Meas.for M. v. i, 315 The Duke dare No more stretch this 
finger of mine, then he Dare racke hisowne. 1630 Day en ant 
Cruel Era. t, A pretty curr ! Dare it bite as well as barke ? 
2826 Scott Antiq. xxvi, ‘Shew me a word my Saunders 
daur speak, or a turn be daur do.’ 2850 Tennyson In Mem. 
xlviii. Nor dare she trust a larger lay. 

2533 J, II ey wood Mery Play betw. Johan, Tib, etc.. 
The kokold. .for his Iyfe daryth not Joke hether ward. 2605 
Shaks. Macb. 1. vii, 46-7, I dare do all that may become 
a man, Who dares do more, is none. 2697 Dryden Virg. 
Georg, m, 418 The fearful Stag dares for his Hind engage. 
2798 Frf.ue & Hammond in A nil- Jacobin No. 28(2852) 140 
The man who dares to die, 2812 j. Wilson Isle of Palms 

II. 241 Poor wretch ! he dares not open his eye ; 2856 Emer- 
son Eng. Traits , Lit. Wks. (Bohn) II. 213 No priest dares 
hint at a Providence which does not respect English utility* 

% The present dare has been carelessly used for 
the past dared or durst, 

2760 Impostors Detected I. 232 He pretended that the 
marquis dare not appear abroad by day, 1812 A. Bell in 
Southey Life (1844) II. 651 1 wish I dare [s= durst) put them 
down among our books. 1847 Marry at Childr. N. Forest 
vii, He told me he dare not speak to you on the subject. 
2857 Kingsley Two Y. Ago I. 214 She was silent ; for to 
rouse her tyrant was more than she dare do. Ibid. 298 But 
she went into no trance ; she dare not. 

2 . Pres Indie, plural, a. 1 durron; -e), 2-3 dur- 
re*n, 3-4 duren, dorre (11,4-5 durn -e;, dore(n, 
-un, 4 5 dur, dor. 0 . 3-6 north, der, 4-5 dar, 
(5 -6 dame), 5- dare, (.SY. 7 dar, 8-9 daur). 

c 900 Tania's Hist. 1. xxvii. Resp. 5 (1890) 72 J>;et he© 
nowiht swelces ne durron jjefremman. c 1205 Lay. 25705 
J>is loncl cnihtes ne durron wit) him mare mi fehten [c 2275 i.e 
dorre }>is lend cnihtes). a 2225 Juliana 47 Hu durre 30? 
c 1250 Gen, 4 Ex. 2239 He ne duren be weie cumen 'in. 
c 2290 S. Eng. Leg. I. 244/133 J>at ne dorre we nou^t. 2340 
Ayeub. 38 pet. .nolle}* of*er in; dorre ri^t do. 238s 'Wyclif 
Gen. xliv. 26 We dorun [1388 doren] not se the face of the 
lord, c 1386 Chaucer Can. Yeom. Prol. 4 T. 108 (Hark 
MS.) As pay fiat dor [v.r. dore, dur, dar i» MSS.-, dare] 
noujt schewen her presence. < 2400 in Wyclif s Set. Wks. 

III. 476 Nowdurne worldly prestis take so grete lordschi^ 
upon hem. c 1400 Maundkv. 11839) xxvii. 272 The r fore dur 
not the marchauntes passen there. 2402 Pot. Poems (Rolls) 
II. 107 Privy ly as $e doren. 

jB. a 2300 Cursor M , 27425 >Cott.) pan dar we sab 2377 
Lang 1.. P. PI. B. Prol. 252 We dar noujte'wel loke, 2393 
Ibid. C. iv. 224 Pore men der nat pleyne, C2400 Maundkv, 
(1839) vi, 64 Thei dar wel werre with hem. <.1400 Test. 
Love n. (2560) 281/2 Lowe's servaums . . in no place dnrne 
appeare. 15, . Sir A mtrew Barton in Surtees Misc, 1890) 
64 To France nor Flanders we der not goe. 256a WinJet 
Tractates i. Wks. 2888 1 . 4 We dar not contemne. 2582 
Mulcastkr Positions xxxviii. (2887) 268 Ladies who. dare 
write themselues. 1664 Evelyn KaL /tort. 11729 186 We 
dare boldly pronounce it. 2862 Dickens Gt. Expect, xxiii. 
How dare you tell me so? 

3 . Pres. Subj, a. sing. 1 dyrre, 1-5 durre, 3-4 
dure, 4 derre, 4-5 dorre; pt. 3-5 durren, 4-5 
durre. 0 . 4- dare, 5 dair, (8-9 S'c. daur), 

Beowulf 2763 iZ. ) 3 380 Sec gif 3 u dyrre. 4:888 K. Alfred 
Booth, xiv. § 1 H wiener $u durre rilpan, etz ao Bestiary 
187 No^ttJ wurdi, Sat tu dure loken up. . a 2250 Owl 4* 
Eight. 1704 Non so kene, That durre. abide mine onsene. 
c 23.80- Sir Ferumh. 451. Com. on ^if Jjov derre. c 2430 Pilgr. 
Lyf Man hod e iv. xix, Soo site durre no more he so 
proud. Ibid. xxix. 191 If }*ou dorre eutre. ,|>er in. 

0 . a 2340 Hamrole Psalter xvii. 1 pof a wreche dare thynke 
god is noght. 1380 [see B. 1 b],. 2526 Skelton Magnyf. 

2.205 Here is my glotte ; fake it vp, and thou dare, - 1592 
Davies I m mart. Soul viii.. ii, If we dare 'to- judge our 
Makers Will. . Mod. Bo It if you dare 1 
■ 4 . Past Indie, a. sing*. 1 .dorste, north, darste, 
2-6 dorste, 1-6 durste, 3 Orm. -durrste, .4-0 
dorst, 4- durst, (5 darste, derste, drust, 5-7 
dirsfc) ; pi. 1 dorston, 2-5 dorste 3a, -durste (n, 
(4 draste), 4-6 dorst, 4- durst. 0. 6- dared, 
(8 ~9 Sc. daur’d). 

c8 93 K. /Elfred Ores. iv. xi, HwmSer he w\<$ Romanum 
winnan dorste. 918 O. E. Citron. (Earle 4 , Hie ne 
.dorston Jxet' laud 'nawer -xesecan. Ibid,:. mi, 1235'. 

Durste. nan man nnsdon wio oSer'on bis. tune, cttqsLamk 
Horn,- w Da apostias'ne dursten bodian, exam 'Ormin. 
'2098 Forr}*i durrste he si}?K*nn Don hise'^eoww«i»s talcenn 
Crist. 'C2»o© Trm. Coil. Horn. 139 He ne dorste for godes 
eie forleten c 2250 Gen. d* E.v. 2593 Durste }he non lengere 
him for-hden. <22300 Cursor M. 2928 (Cott.} Par again 
durst he not spek. c 1300 Havelok 3866 Bm dursten he 
[= they] newhen him no move. 2340 Ayenb. 73 ]>e ra}*re . . 
ban it e }>nu dors test, .consent!. <2x340 Hash ole Psalter 
xxi. 18 His kirtil ]>e whilke ]>ai durst noght shore. 1380 [see 
B. 2]. 1393 Gower Conf. II. 274 He his mother derste love. 
C1440 Partonope. 1075 And the hethen drust not abyde. 
c 1440 York Myst.- -xxiv, 14 How durst. J*qu. stele, so- stifle 
away 1 -.*535 Jove Apol. Tindale 32 He stretched forth- 'bis' 
penne , .as- farre as . he dirst. . 2583- Hollyband Campo -di 
.- Fior 229 Wentest thou. to. see! I durst not,. 2642 R. Brooke 


DABE, 


DARE, 




Episc. 39 As Mercury once spared Jupiter's thunder-bolts 
which he dirst not steale. 2752 Johnson Rambler No. 204 
p 11 They durst not speak. 1849 Mrs. Carlyle Lett. II. 88, 
I durst not let myself talk to you at Scotsbrig. 

/3 . 41590 Greene Fr. Baton iv. 10 Lovely Eleonor, Who 
darde for Edwards sake cut through the seas. Ibid. iv. 18 
She darde to brooke Neptunus haughty pride. 1641 Bur- 
roughs Sion-s Joy 26 They dared hot doe as others did. 
1650 Fuller Pisgak I. 145 They dared not to stay him. 
1790 Co wper Lei. to Mrs. Bodham 21 N ov., Such as I dared 
not have given. 1821 Southey in Q. Rev. XXV. 345 He 
dared not take the crown himself. 1848 Dickens Dombey 
xxx, Florence hardly dared to raise her eyes. 1864 J. H. 
Newman Apologia 288, I dared not tell why. 1883 Froude 
Short Stud. IV. 1. iv. 48 Any one who dared to lay hands 
on him. 

5 . Past Subj. sing . as in Past Indie, pi. 1 dor- 
sten, 2— as in Indie. 

a 1000 Boeth . Metr. i. 54 Gif hi leodfruman Irestan dorsten. 
ct 374 Chaucer Troylus 1. 906 Yn loue I dorst [v.r. durst] 
haue sworn, 1377 Langl. P. PL B. Prol, 178 |>ere ne was 
ratoun . , feat dorst haue ybounden be belle aboute }>e cattis 
nekke. 1556 Aurelia I sab. ti6o8) Cviij, What man., that 
dorste haue tolde me. 

* 11 , This Past Snbj. or Conditional durst ( = would 
dare) is often (like the analogous could, would \ 
should, ought) used indefinitely of present time. 

c 1400-50 A lexander 1673 Sire, pis I depely disire, durst I 
it neuyn. 1606 W. Crashaw Rom. Forgeries 16 1 Do but 
promise that you will iudge without partialltie, and I durst 
make you iudges in this case. 1662 Glanvill Lux Orient. 
(1682) 83, I confess, I’m so timorous that I durst not follow 
their example. 1761 Sterne Tr. Shandy III. xx, I have 
no desire, and besides if I had, I durst not. 1793 Mrs. 
Inchbald Midn. Nauru, i, I hear his vessel is just arrived, 

I durst not leave my house. 2881 Private Secretary L 132 
My mother does not drink wine and my father durstn't. 

6 . Pres. Inf. a. 1 *durran, 2-5 durre(n, 3-4 
dur, 5 dura, doren, flora, dor 9. 0 . 5 daren, 
•un, darn, (derre), 5- dare, (8-9 Sc. daur). 

a 1300 Cursor M. 22603 (Cott.) He a word ne sal dur 
speke. 1340 Hampole Pr. Cause 4548 Na man sal barn dur 
biry. c 1430 Pilgr. Lyf Manhode 1. Ixxxi, per shuide noon 
dore resceyue it. 41440 Promp. Pant. 114 Darn, or durn 
(Pynson tlarun, daren, or dorn , audeo. 4x450 Lonehch 
Grail x Hi. 538 They scholen not doren lyen. 1481 Caxton 
Reynard (Arb.) 72 To dore to me doo suche a shame. 

41400 MAUNDEV,(Roxb.)iv. 12 So hardy J>at he sail dare 
ga to hir, 1488 Cath. Angl. 89 Dare, at at ere, presumere , 
vsnrpare . Ibid. 97 Derre, vsurpare, presumere , audere . 
1715 De Foe Pam. Instruct. 1. lii. < 1841} I. 64 They shall 
not dare to despise it. 1816 Scott 01 1 Mart, viii, * They’ll 
no daur open a door to us.’ 1841-4 Emerson Ess., Self 
Reliance Wks. iBohm I. 35 You cannot hope too much, or 
dare too much. 2871 Macduff Mem, Patinos xi. 153 We 
cannot dare read the times and seasons of prophecy. 

7 . Pres. pple. and vbl. sb. 6 - daring. 

258 6 A. Day Eng. Secretary it. (1625) 29 None now daring 
to take the same from you. 1889 Spectator 19 Oct., Power 
, . held on the tenure of daring to do, as well as daring to 
decide. 

8 . Pa. pple. a. 5 ?dorren !"cf. OIIG. gitorraiD, 
dorre; 6 dare. 0 . 6-7, dial. 8-9 durst. 7. 6- 
dared. 

a. c 1430 Pilgr. Lyf Manhode if. v (1869) 78 How hast 
thou dorre be so hardi? 41500 Mdusine xhx. 324 How 
one knyght alone had the hardynes to haue dare come. 

0 . 1509 Barclay ShyP of Polys (1874' I. 207 They shotde 
not have durst the peoples vyce to blame. 1605 Sylvester 
Du Bartas n, ii i. Law, But Ioehebed would fame if she 
had durst) Her deere sonne Moses secretly have nource’t. 
1665 Pepys Diary ■; 1875-79) III. 315 A hackney-coach, the 
first I have durst to go in many a day. 2691 tr. Emilianne's 
Obs. Joum. Naples 217 They had not durst so much as to 
take one step. Mod. Sc. If I had durst do it. 

y. 2529 in W. H. Turner Select. Rec. Oxford 65 They 
have dared to break out so audaciously. 1603 Shaks. 
Meets, far M. n. ii. 91 Those many had not dar’d to doe that 
euill. 2883 Daily Tel. 10 Nov. 4/8 A simple monk had 
dared to consign a Papal decree to the (lames. 

9 . Forms with initial /, th [partly from Norse 
fora, porBi (Sw, torde, Da, titrde\ y partly confused 
with Thar to need] : Pres. Indie. 2 sing. 3-4 
therstou, pi. 3-4 we thore, 5 they ther(not) ; Pa, 
Indie, 3 purte, 3-4 therste, 4 thersfc, 5 thorst. 

. 41300 Havelok 10 j?e wicteste man . .'That purte riden on 
am stede. .42300 St. B randan 581. We' ne thore on re 
maister i-seo. Ibid. 585 Hou therstou bifore him 
nemne his name?. 42300 Beket 255c Hi ne therste 03c 
the Kinges wills nomore holde him so. f Also 895, usd.] 
41380 Sir Fermnb. 2663 Was her ban no man pat m wraphe. 
Ferst sen ys fas, 1460 Ly beaus Disc. 1155 .The four gonne 
to fie, And thorst naght nyghhe hym nere. 1465 Marc;, 
PXsTONjn Poston- Lett. ISq, 506 II. 195 They say that they 
thernot take it uppon hem. 

■' ' .. 33 .- 'Signification,'.' 

I. intr. (Inflected, dare , .. durst (also dares, 
dared.) 

X. To have boldness or cou rage (to do something) ; 
to be 'So. bold;, as. ' ■ a. followed by inf without to 
.(the 'original .const*),.''" 

■ a xooo [see examples- in- A, above], x 154 ' 0 . ' E. Citron., Ne 
durste nan' -man don' oper kite god*' a 1225 Juliana 43 
Fenne darie we & ne durren neuer cumen biuoren him. 
a 1300 Cursor. M. 3586 1 Cott.) Baldlik bat dar-tsal 14. . 
[see examples in A. above], ' 1568 Grafton Owl II. 395. 
Whatsoever the -king did, no man durst speaks a' worde, 
x6xt Bible John xxi. 12 : None of the disciples durst aske 
him, Who art thou?. 1743 Johnson Debates in Farit. ■ 1,787)' 
II..442 No man dared afterwards .. expose himself to-' the 
fury of the people. 1759 H. .Walpole Com red, 3* HI. 
cccxxxv. 302 Two hundred' and sixty-eight Sequins are more 
than I '.dare layout. 1848 Macaulay Hist. Eng. XI, 74 
Nature -has. caprices' which art dares' not imitate, ' 2862 
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Hislop Sc. Prov. 5 Ae man may steal a horse where anither 
daurna look ower the hedge. 

b. The inf. is often unexpressed. 
ax 225 Ancr. R. 128, Sc 3elpeS of hore god, hwar se heo 
durren & muwen. c 2350 Will. Palerne 2040, [I] missaide 
hire as i durst. 42380 Wyclif Serin. Sel. Wks. I, 222 He 
mai be martyr if he dair. 2535-83 [see A. 4]. _ 2652 Cul- 
pepper Eng. Physician <1809) 343, I have delivered it as 
plain as I durst. X725 De Foe Voy. round World (1840) 
344 [They] brought them as near the place as they durst. 
1820 Scott Lady of L. t. xxi, The will to do, the soul to 
dare, 1852 Miss Yonge Cameos II. xxii. 238 John of Gaunt 
had favoured the reformer as far as he durst. 

C. with to and inf 

In this construction the 3rd sing, is now dares and the 


pa. t. dared; but durst to was formerly used. ‘None 
dared to speak is more emphatic than * none durst 
speak \ 


41555 Harps field Divorce f l en. VIII [ 1878) 260 The 
Counsell, .neither durst to abridge or diminish any of them. 
1611 Bible Transl. Pref 9 It were to be wished, that they 
had dared to tell it. 1619 Brent tr. SarpPs Comic. Trent 
<1676' 35 A Spanish Notary dared to appear pubiickly m 
the Rota. 1625 Burges Pen. Tithes 6 No intelligent man 
durst absolutely to deny any of these Conclusions. 2677 
Gale Crt. Gentiles II. iv, 5 No one durst to breathe other- 
wise than according to ihe Dictates of her Law. 2836 W. 
Irving Astoria I. 239 No one would dare to desert. 2870 
E. Peacock Half Skirl. III. 218 He did not dare to meet 
his unde. 2848, 1883 [see A. 4]. 

2 . ! ellipt.) To dare to go, to venture. 

c 1380 Sir Ferumb. 3726 Ferrer ne draste pay no^fc for fere. 
2660 Gauden Browmig 251 There is nothing so audacious 
which wit unsanctified will not. .dare at in Heaven or Hell. 
2697 Dryden Virg. Past. vi. 6 Apollo .. bade me feed My 
fatning Flocks, nor dare beyond the Reed. 

II. trans. (Inflected dares, dared.) 

3 . To dare to undertake or do; to venture upon, 
have courage for, face. 

2631 May tr. Barclay's Min, Mtndes it. 235 To dare all 
things, but nothing too much. 2704 Swift T, Tub xi, 
Should some sourer mongrel dare too near an approach. 
2827 Hebkr xst Olympic Ode 145, I will dare the course. 
2867 Lady Herbert Cradle L, i 1. no To teach them forti- 
tude that they might dare all things, and bear all things for 
their Lord. 

4 . To dare or venture to meet or expose oneself 
to, to run the risk of meeting ; to meet defiantly, 
defy (a thing). 

260a Shaks. Ham. iv. v. 233, I dare Damnation, .onely 
lie be reueng’d, 2622 Hkywood Gold. Age 1. Wks. 1874 
III, 7 A Crown ’s worth tugging for, and I wtl ha ’t Though 
in pursute I dare my ominous Fate. 2645 Quarles Sol. 
Recant, 23 O why shouM’st thou provoke thy God, and dare 
His curse upon thy practise? 2702 Rowe A mb. StepAfeth. 
iv, i. 1738 If thou still persist to dare my Power, 1727-38 
Gay Fables 1. xx. 36.. I stand resolv’d, and dare the event, 
2844 Lingard Augio-Sax. Ch. 1858) II. xiii. »6o He hesi- 
tated not to dare the resentment of the pontiff. 2853 
C. BbontI Gillette vi, I saw and felt London at last., 
I dared the perils of the crossings. 


5 . To challenge or defy a person). 

1580 Lyly Enpkues (Arb.) 3 16 An English man. .[cannot] 
suffer, .to be dared by any. 1589 Hay any Work 37 What 
wisedome is this in you to dare your betters ? c 1620 Z. Boyd 
Zion's Flenvers - 2855) 138 A gyant tall, who darr’d him to 
his face. 2703 Rowe illyss. 1 i. 270 The Slave Who fondly 
dares us with his vain defiance, 2748 Richardson Chrism 
(iSuiVTIL 395 Woman confiding in and daring woman, 
1813 Hogg Queen’s Wake 190 To range the savage haunts, 
and dare In his dark home the sullen hear. 

b. With various const., e.g, to dare (a person) 
to do something, to the fight, etc., f to dare out. 

2590 Greene Qrl Fur. (1862)92 With' haughty menaces 
To dare me out within my palace gates. 2603 Knoli.es 
Hist. Turks 12638 148 He would . . meet the Rrhell in the 
heart of Lydia, and there dare him battel!. 1606 Shaks. 
Ant. 4- Cl. in. xiii. 25 , 1 dare him therefore To lay his gay 
Comparisons a-part 263a Randolph Jeal. Lovers v. viii, 
I dare him to th' encounter. 2673 Baxter Bags haw's Stand, 
it As children dare one another into the dirt. 2785 Burns 
Halloween xiv, I daur you try sic sport in. 2847 Maury at 
Childr. A r . Forest xvii, You wish to dare me to it— well, I 
won't be dared to anything. 2873 Black Pr. Thule xxvii. 
451 He knew she was daring, him to contradict her, 

III. Daresay. [From settle x.] a .properly. 
To be as bold as to say (because one is prepared 
to affirm it) ; to venture to assert or affirm. 

a 2300 Cursor M , -4509 Cott.) Bot i dar sai, and god.it wat, 
‘ Qua leli iuues for-gettes lat*. 41350 Will, Palerne 1452, 
1 dar aeie & spHiche do proue, sche schal welt! at will® mom 
gold ban 8® siluer. 4.1460 Play Sacrum. 31 > Neyther mor 
or lesse Of dokettis good I dar well saye. 2540-54 Choke 
23^ Ps, (Percy Soc.) 7 My sute is heard ... I dare well .sutye, 
1579-6 Lakbawde Peramb. Kent (1862 ijri NoTowne nor 
Citie is there (I dare say) in this whole Shire comparable . , 
with this one Fleet©, 2614 Bp, Hall Recoil. Treat, 759 
Who devised your Office of Mmhtery? . I. darns say, not 
■Christ,- 2699 Bentley PkaL 120 This I dare sayis the best 
and -neatest Explication . . and , . I believe it th© truest, 
b. trmsf To venture to .*ay [ because one thinks 
it likely) ; to assume as probable, presume. Al- 
most exclusively in the parenthetic £ I dare say*; 
rarely in oblique narration, *he dared say k (In 
this use now sometimes written as. one wordy with 
stress on the first syllable.) 

Some dialects- make the past daresaid, darsayed, desmyed. 

2749 Fielding Tom Jones vn. xi*. You give your friend 
a veiy good character. . and a very deserved one, I dwesay, 
2768 Sterne Sent. 54 (The Letter), La Fleur,, 

told me he had a letter in his pocket . . which, he dur* say, 
w 1 suit the occasion. 2807 Anna Porter Hungar, Bro. v, 
‘ Other women have admired you as much . . I dare *ayV,*0 ! 
if it's- only a “ dare say”* cried Demetrius, shrugging uph;s 


shoulders, *853 Mrs. Carlyle Lett. II. sat, I daresay you 
have thought me very neglectful, x88$ Sir C. S. C. Bowen 
Law Rep. 14 Q. B. IX 872, I daresay the rule was drafted 
without reference to the practice at common law. 

Dare <ieu u vA Oh. or dial. Also 3 doare, 
4 dere, [OE, darian, app. in sense 3 ; to fstm senefe 
jiter J> a wi’ffersacan irme dariaft -behyclde (/I^lfric 
Saints* Lives xxiii. 322). Perh. identical with t lie stem 
of MDu. and LG. bedaren to appease, abate, com- 
pose, calm, Flemish verdaren , veniarien to astonish, 
amaze; but the word has not been found in the earlier 
stages of the Teutonic langs., and the primary 
signification and sense-development are uncertain.] 

I. intr. 

+ I. To gaze fixedly or stupidly ; to stare as one 
terrified, amazed, or fascinated. Obs. 

a xs*£ 'Leg. Hath. 2048 |*e keiser. .cltafctle it! aclrailet, 
druiemnde « dreort ■ *2350 Owl # fight. ^84 Id* ami 
i.son so w«! so on hare, Thcj ich hi dale sin© at* dare, 
41350 Will. Paterae 4055 |»e king was feast in gre* ; 
he dared as doted man for jh* be 4 t% dedes. 1444 Pol, Poems 
< Rolls) II, a*8 The snayl goth low© clown, Darythe in Ids 
shell©, ylt may he se *u» sight, xjpd Skultow M&gmf, 
1358, I have an hohy can* -make lark ys to dare. " 
Palngr. 506/2, I dare, I j»rye or bit© almui me, je mi* he 
a lent our. What darcst thou on this facyort! me tl'cyiiketii 
thou ' woklest catch© lark©«. ■ 2549 ‘fit om as 1 1 hi, Itaih 96 
The einperotir. .ctmMreigncd Henry Damln-b , . to fttande m 
lunge dairy ng in an hone baser*, that he lost id» night, 
t 2 . fig. To be in dismay, tremble wiili tear, lose 
fu art. dread, Obs, 

e rpo ( 'u rum A/, a 1870 Edin 1 For I e m tide rise and rate, 
man* man sal tier© and dute. 034060m # t*n h ut* 

For drede lie wold© not dare, c 244c York Afyst, xxvii t, a 
My fletbh© dyderis and dark for cfuute of my dwJe, *513. 
Bradshaw .V t, Werburge 1. 2654 IhaJefuliy daryng© c men 
now they be, Theyr wynget triiylyiige ©Hired into the bail 
1*3. To he - motion less (generally with the wmse 
of fear), to lie appalled ; to crouch, Also JSg,, 
e«p. in droop and dare. Oh, 

4 i*ao Bestiary 4 eS Ne *tereft fox] no|l stede 

. ,oc dared so 3© d«d were, m 2**5 Jniimm. 43 penne derit 
w«& ne durren ueuer cumen Iduoreti him, r 
Shipman's 7 *. *03 Thi«t wedded own jut lye and dare As 
in a fourme sit a wery hare, 424*0 A utters of Art k, iv, 
The dere in the deUuif 1 hay droupim arid damn « 1450 
Le Morte Arth, 2575 Knyghtis id kynget blode« *1 Lit hinge 
wylle not drmipe'ahd dare, f« t|$oo Chester Pi, -< Shaks 
Socj II. *48! Date of MS. 15933 Budded thinget 10 giminde 
shall fall©. , And men in grave* dare, 

1*4. To be hid, lie hid, lurk. ( h, 
a x«$ Leg, Hath. *1.35 ?ef drihtin, !*e dared© in ««? men- 
nesse, wrahie wunores. WvcMr Mark vii 24 And 
Jhesu* . . might© nut dare or be priuy 1*38# W hid|, 14. . 
Epiph. in Tundute's Vis, 107 The worm Dareih lull oft 
and kepeth hym covertly, 4*430 Lvim, Brnkm^w, xtii 
tt554 ! *17 b, Under flour©#. Syke 11 serpei*! dare 1"il he may 
styng. t 4 2440 Hylton Realm Per/, (w, de W. *494) t, Ixtu, 
’flier© Is mo© he pryde hydde in the ground* off thy 11© lieit-e, 
m the torn dareth in his denne ■ e 144© Promp, Pam*. 1*3 
Daryn, or drowpyn or prively to be hydde, imiito t . taieo, 
t b. with indirect obj. (dative} : To b« hid from* 
eseftpe, be unknown to. 

238a Wvcuv 2 Pet. ill 5 ft doariih here fxjVI it *« hid fro 
hern] willing© this thing. Ibid, ill 8 Oo thing daate loti not 
or be not mtknmmm, — Acts xxvi. I detne no tiling of 
these for to dare httu. 

II. Pans. 

f 6. To dure, paralyse, or rentier helplew, with 
the sight of something ; to danle and fascinate. 
To dare larks , to fascinate and daze them, in order 
to catch them, (CL sense 1, quota. 1536-30,. and 
Dari no vbl. sb. 2 ) Oh. 

2547 Hoorn* Amw. Bp, Winchester** Bk. Wlti (Parker 
■Soc.) aoj Virtuous councillors, wlitae eye* cafinot be dared 
with these manifest and open itlxHiiirmtioiw. m 15^ Ca*N- 
mee Wks, I. toy. Like unto men that dar© tark», which fwld 
up an hohy, that the larks’ eyes bring ever tif»» the hohy, 
should not bee the -net that **1 laid on their .heads,, ife* 
Warner Alb, Eng. x. xxxtK. (thv) ^56 ’1 he Spirit that l«r 
God himself© was made, Was dared by th© Fir* Is, titt 
Shane. Hen VII L ns, ii, ala 1 ,et hit. Gnu © go forward, Aon 
dare v% with his Cap, like Lai fee*. s6« FIntckie I 'tig dm 

I, l Some cmtreU That huvem over her am! darei her deily, 
%6jt Temvlk b ss. Const, Empin Wks. *7 \t I, ^ They 
think France, will he dared, and never take Winy, white 
they see such a Naval Power a* mir* and th© Dutch hmw» 
irtg about all their Coasts. , Saul in Comb. Mag, 

II. a 19 A * dare * for Ism lit or circular tewnl will* pint t * uf 

looking glass irm-rtod, ws.«*d in aundiiny tlayv* fu» the } ut« 
pone ot during or dazing lurks from their high Honring flndit 
to within a distance cottvenienl for -. sitodting or netting 
them, . . 

f 8. To flaunt, terrify , t paralyse with fear. Now 
dial. 

*&** Bisa'w, '-& Ft, Maids Tnm, tv, i f For.l hive done 
those;' follies, tticp© mad tr»isch»« l Woulcl daw a »««.», 
Drayton Aginemrt 97 Clifford whom ' m danger- ytt. 
could dam. *778 ti loss, Exmoor Scolding { d. tA to 
hurry,, frighten, or astonbh % Child. ».v. Tmr t liter#, 
a Word commonly uwrd by Ntirsrs in I>«vondurr. dgnifyiog 
to frighten or hurry a Child out of his x8$4 f htmit 

Doom P : rmim„ To dam, to frighten. //# timid m\ t« 
stir|sri»i me... . / was darPd t I mm turprifc-ti. 

Hence Haared ///, a. 

«. *400 AJexmmter 30-44 Sefctitlt 'fe.i*i|tii ( Sam darid 
{ DuU. MS* datydfe. »m sum dept w»did, .*5% 
Homilies 11, Tdomiry hi. (.1859) ag? They' Ittcome m wim m 
the blocks themselve# which, titty ttttrt on, end *0 fall down' 
m dared larks in that cue. 1&7S llevum iEdipus t. i, Then 
cowered, like » dwmd lark. 


DAKE* 


S3 


DARK 


Dare, vf> obs. var. Dere, to injure, hurt. 

Dare (deer), sbd Also 6 darre. [f. Dare zl 1 ] 
X. An act of daring or defying ; a defiance, chal- 
lenge. Now colloq. 

1594 First Ft. Contention v, Card. Euen when thou 
darest. Hu. Dare. I tell thee Priest, Plantagenets could 
neuerbrooke the dare. 1600 Heywood 2 Edw. IV Wks. 
1874 I. 96 His defiance and his dare to warre. 1606 Shaks. 
A ut. <$• Ct. 1. ii. 191 Sextus Pompeius Hath giuen the dare 
to Cresar. 1688 Bunyan Dying Sayings Wks. 1767 I. 48 
Sin is the dare of God’s justice. 1S92 R, H. Davis Van 
Bibber 87, ‘ I didn’t suppose you’d take a dare like that, Van 
Bibber’, said one of the men. 

+ 2 . Daring, boldness. Obs. 

2395 Markham SirR. Gr invite lxxvii, And yet, then these 
my darre shall be no lesse. 1396 Shaks. i Hen. I V, tv. i. 78 
It lends. .A larger Dare to your great Enterprize. 

Dare (deoil, sbf ( f. Darezl-] A contrivance 
for ‘daring’ or fascinating larks. 

i85o Sala Hogarth in Corn/t. Mag. IT. 23 g note, The 
* dare ’ I have seen resembles a cocked hat, or chapeau 
bras , in form, and is studded, with bits of looking-glass, 
not convex, but cut in facets inwards, like the theatrical 
ornament cast in zinc, and called a * logic \ m The setting is 
painted bright red, and the facets turn on pivots, and being 
set in motion by a string attached to the foot, the larks are 
sufficiently ‘ dared 1 and come quite over the fascinating toy. 
1888 Athenaeum 28 Jan. 122/1 The dare for larks, or mirror 
surrounded by smaller ones, over the mantel-piece, which 
exercised many commentators [ Hogarth’s Distressed Poet ]. 
+ Dare, sb.% Obs . Also 5 dar. [A singular 
formed on dars, OF. dars, darz, pi. of dart , dard 
dart, dace. The OF. pi. dars and nom. sing, dars 
became in Eng. da"se, dares, Dace.] —Dace. 

[1214 in Wardrobe A cc. 8 Edw. II, 21/12 Dars roches et 
pik as. Bd. ] c 1475 Piet. Vocab. in Wr.-WMtker 763(3 6 
Hie capita , a dar. *522 Drayton Poly-olb.xxv i, The pretty 
slender dare, of many call’d the dace. 1708 Mottkux 
Babe la is 1. iii, As large as a Dare-Fish of Loire. *740 
R. Brookes A rt of A ngling 1. xxiii. 60 The Dace or Dare . . 
is not unlike a Chub. 

t Dare, darre, sb 4 Obs. [Cf. F. dare , 4 a 
huge big beliie ; also, Dole 9 (Cotgr.).] ? A por- 
tion (or some definite portion). 

*328 Papers of Earls of Cumbrld. in Whitaker Hist. 
Craven (1811) 308 Item, Or herbes five dares.. for yeast, 
five dares. *5o* F. Tate Honsek. Ord. Edw. II, § 2(1876) 
6 His Iivere. .shalbe a darre of bredde. Ibul. § 9 He may 
take two darres of bred. 

Dare (=?dar), cl aril, var. of Tha'* v., need. 
Da*re-all. [f. Dare v . 1 4- Ai.i* : cf. dare-devil.] 
One who or that which dares all ; a covering that 
braves all weather, a ‘ dread-nought ’. 

*840 T. Hook Fitzherbert I. xi. 120 Enveloped in mackin- 
toshes, greatcoats, dare-alls, boas and oilskins. 

Dared, ppl. a . : see Dare vd 
Dare-devil_(de >*iide vil), sb and a. [f. Dare 
vJ + Devil : cf. cutthroat , scarecrow.] 

A. sb. One ready to dare the devil ; one who is 
recklessly daring. 

1794 Wo< cott(P Pindar) Odes to Mr. Paine ii, I deemed 
myself a dare-devil in rhime. 1841 Lytton Pit Sr Morn. 
(1851) 152 A dangerous, desperate, reckless dare-devil. 1874 
Green Short Hist. x. § 1 Robert Clive . . an idle dare-devil 
of a boy whom his friends had been glad to get rid of. 

B. adj. Of or pertaining to a dare-devil ; reck- 
lessly daring. 

1832 W. I rving A Ihavibra T I. 191 A certain dare-devil cast 
of countenance, i860 Motley Netherl. 1. 1 59 Plenty of dare- 
devil skippers ready to br.ng cargoes. 

Hence X a're-de^vilisli a., 2> a-r e-de = vilism, 
Da*re-de;vilry, -deviltry (U.S.). 

*885 B lac lew. Mag. CXL, 737 His faults were dare-devilism 
and recklessness. *859 Sat. Rev. VIII. 24/2 The dare- 
devilry which prompts a respectable girl to make her way 
into the haunts of vice. *836 Mrs C. Prakd Miss Jacobsens 
Chance I, vi. in The spice of dare-devilry in him was in 
piquant contrast to, etc. 1881 A’. V. Nation' XXX II, 369 
No city has for courage and dare-deviltry surpassed Milan, 

Dare-fish ; see Dare sbi* 
f Da*reful, a. Obs. rare , [f. Dare sbJ or v . 1 

-f - pul.] Full of dating or defiance. 

*6o< Shaks. Mach. v. v. 6 We might liaue met them dare- 
full, beard to beard, *6x4 Sylvester Pari. Verities Roy all 
994 Not by the Prowess© . .Of his owns darefull hand. 
Barer ( de**mi " . [f. Dare v. 1 + -ER.] One who 
dares or ventures ; one who challenges or defies. 
1*5x4 Raleigh Hist. World II. v. iii, § 16. 454 The best, 
and most' fortunate of these Great Darers. *024 Fletcher 
Rule a Wife m. v, An©* her darer come ? *748 1 * jchardson 
Clarissa (18x1) V. 348 Women to women, thou k newest, are 
great darers and incentives, *884 A. Forbes in Eng. I l lust. 
Mag. Dec. 150 Of such men as Cavagnari is our empire of 
India— a thinker, a' doer, a darer. 

Da*re3ome, a. dial [See -some.] Venture- 
some,. foolhardy. ' " ■ ■ 

"*354 L. N. Comvn A liters tone Priory I. 101, I don’t like 
to see her so. careless and daresome-like. 

Barf, var. of Deep a. Obs., keen, and Tharp v. 
Obs., to need. 

: Darg 1 ( dargX Sc . ' and north . dial ■ A 1 so 5 dawerk , 
dawark, 8 daurk, 9 daark, dark, darrak.darroeh, 
dargute, daurg. [A syncopated form of daywerh, 
or daywork. Daywork, through the series of forms 
dawark, * daark, dark, darg, the latter being now 
the common form in Scotland.] A day’s work, the 
■task ■ of a' day ; also, a' defined quantity or amount 


Of work, or of the product of work, done in a cer- 
tain time or at a certain rate of payment ; a task. 

C1425 Wyntoun Chron. ix. xiv. 44 (Jam.) That duleful 
dawerk that tyme wes done. 2489 Act. Audit. 347 (Jam.) 
Ffor the spoliatioune of vi dawarkis of hay. *535 Stewart 
Cron. Scot. II. 596 For that same darg and deid. ^ 1605 in 
Pitcairn Crim. Trials Scot. II 451 Fourseoir dargis of hay. 
3787 Burns Auld Parmer's Saint, xvi, Monieasairdaurk 
we twa hae wrought. 1794 Statist. Acc. Scot. X II. 300 
A darg of marl, i. e, as much as could be cast up by the spade 
in one day. *8x8 Scott Ii rt. Midi, xxvi, I have alang day’s 
darg afore me. 2832-4 De Quincey Caesars Wks. 1862 IX, 

51 You did what in Westmoreland they call a good darroch. 
*85* Green well Coal-tr. Terms Northumb. # Durlt. 21 | 
Darg, a fixed quantity of coal to be worked for a certain 
price, .the general term in use about Berwick. *878 Cum- 
brld, Gloss. , Darrak (Centre), dark (S. W ), darg (North C.), 
day’s work, 2875 Ruskjn Ears ClavigeraVl. 8 Lett. 61 
And goes out himself to his day’s darg. 

Hence DaTg-days, days of work done in lieu of 
rent or due to the feudal lord. Darger, da*rker, 
Ba’rgsman, day labourer. Ba*rgixLg*, working 
as a day-labourer. 

2803 Jamieson Water-Kelpie iv. in Scott Minstr. Sc. 
Bard., The darger left his thrift. 1807 J. Stagg Poems 64 
The laird and dar’ker cheek by chowle, Wad sit and crack 
of auld lang seyne. 1788 R. Galloway Poems 119 (Jam.) 
Glad to fa" to wark that’s killing, To common darguing. 
*885 in D. H. Edwards Mod. Sc. Poets Ser. vm. 44 A bar- 
gain . .for drainin’ or for dargin*. *845 WhistU-binkie Ser. m. 
(1890) 1. 4x8 Warnin dargsmen to put on their claes. 

Dari, ** Durra, Indian millet or Guinea corn. 

1892 Daily News 23 June 2/8 Buckwheat, dari, and millet 
firm. Ibid. ay Oct. 7/4 Linseed, buckwheat, dari, and millet. 

Darial, dariel(le, var. of Dariole Obs., pasty. 
Daric (darrik), Also 6-7 daricke, dari(c)que, 
7-9 darick. [ad. Gr. Aa pettc-os (properly an adj. 
agreeing with crarr*p stater).] A gold coin of 
ancient Persia, said to have been named from the 
first Darius. Also a Persian silver coin of the 
same design, specifically called siglos. 

*566 Painter Pal. Pleas. I. 40 The King, .sent to the man 
. .a cuppe of golde and a thousand dariees. *586 T, B. La 
Primaud. Fr. Acad. 336 Two cups. . full, the one of Dariques 
of gold, the other of silver Dariques. 1665 Sir T. Herbert 
Trav. (1677) 2 43 Timagoras . . had received a bribe of ten 
thousand Dariques or Sagittaries. 1767 Swinton in Phil. 
'Pratts. LVH. 273 note. The bow and arrow, .visible ,. on 
a very curious Daric. 2879 H. Phillips Notes Coins 5 The 
Persian Daric, of which an example in silver is shown. 

Darie, obs form of Dairy. 

Da*rii. Logic. A mnemonic word designating 
the third mood of the first figure of syllogisms, in 
which, the major premiss is a universal affirmative 
(<*■>, and the minor premiss and the conclusion par- 
ticular affirmatives (i ) ; thus, All A are B ; Some 
C are A : therefore, Some C are B. 

235* T. Wilson Log ike (15S0) 27 Vnto the firste figure 
belong fower Modes . . Barbara , Celarent , Darii, Ferio . . 
whereby every Proposition is knowne, either to be universall 
or particular, affirmative or negative. 17x7 Prior Alma 
hi. 383, I could . . With learned skill, now push, now parry. 
From Darii to Bocardo vary. 1869 Fowler Ded. Logic 
(ed 3) 99 Thus Disamis, when reduced, will become Dani. 
Daring ide>*riij), vhl. sb A [f. Dare vf + 

-1EG K] The action of the verb Dare 1 ; adven- 
turous courage, boldness, hardihood. 

x5xx Speed Hist. Gt. Brit. tx. ix. (1632) 506 Incredible 
darings, .were not wanting. *65* Hobbes Leviatk. 1. xv. 80 
As if not the Cause, hut the Degree of daring, made Forti- 
tude. *874 Green Short Hist, vii, § 6. 406 The whole people 
had soon caught the self-confidence and daring of their 
Queen, 

+ Da'ring, vbl. sb. 2 Obs. [f. Dare v. r ] The 
action of the verb Dare ~ ; esp. the catching of 
larks by dazing or fascinating them (see Darezl- 5). 

c 1440 Promp. Pan*. 1 13 Darynge,or dr<'wpynge, Ucitacio, 
latitat io. xCoa Carew Cornwall (i8u) 96 Little round 
nets fastened to a stall, not much unlike that which is used 
for daring of larks. 1704 Diet. R ust.^ Clap-net and Look- 
ing-glass ; this is otherwise called Donng or Daring, *766 
Pennant Zool. I. 150 What was called daring of larks, 
b. attrih. and Comb., as daring glass, -net. 

2590 Greene Nener too latejx6oo* 8 They set out their 
faces as Poolers doe their daring glasses, that the Larkes 
that scare highest, may stoope soonest. x6x5 Surpl. & 
Marks. Country Farmey 12 You. . shall with your horse and 
Hawke ride about her, .till you come so neere her that you 
may lav your daring-net over her. *659 Gauden Tears of 
Church 197 New notions.. are many times., the daring- 
glasses or decoycs to bring men into the snares of their . . 
damnal le doctrines. 

Da-ring, ppl aJ [f. Dare vk + -ing 2.] 

1 . Of persons or their attributes : Bold, adven- 
turous ; hardy, audacious. 

1582 Stanyhuhst AEneis, etc. (Arb.) 143 A loftye Thrasoni- 
cal huf snuflfe, .in phisnomye daring. 2596 Shaks. i Hen. IV, 
v. i. 91, 1 do not thinke a bratier Gentleman. .More during, 
or more bold, is now aliue. *667 Milton P. Z. vi. 129 Half 
way he met His daring loe. *758 S. Hayward Serin, xvii. 
539 'I he daring insolence . . of prophane Sinners. x8*js 
Macaulay Hist. Eng IV. 325 Montague, the most daring 
and inventive of financiers. ■. 

2. iransf. and fig. 

*5*7 Middleton be Rowley Fair Quarrel 1. t 3*4 To 
walk nnmufiPd .. Even in the daring’st streets through all 
the city, a x£6x Fuller Worthies <2840) IIL 302 Witness 
Wimbleton in this county, a daring structure. *697 Addison 
Ess. on Georgies, The last Georgia has indeed as many meta- 
phors, ' but . not. so daring as this. *876 Freeman Norm . 
Cong. V. 39 This daring legal fiction. 


f 3. In qnasi-u^A comb, with another adj., as 
daring-hardy. Obs. 

2593 Shaks. Rich. If 1, iii. 43 On paine of death, no person 
be so bold Or daring hardie as to touch the Listes. 

Da’ri&g, ppl a> 2 Obs. Also 4 dareand. [f. 
Dare vfj Staring, trembling, or crouching with 
fear, etc. : see the vb. 

X333 Minot Poems, Halidon Hill 39 Now er J>ai dareand 
all for drede, Pat war bifore so stout and gay, xfixx Cotgr,, 
Blotir, to . . lye close to the ground, like a daring Larke, or 
affrighted fowle. 

Daringly (de^’riqli), adv. [f. Daring ppl. aJ- 
+ -ly is.] In a daring manner. 

*605 Chapman, etc. Eastw. Hoe 1, i. (R.), Prouder hopes 
which daringly o’erstrike Their place and means, 177* 
Junius Lett . xlii, 220 The civil rights of the people are 
daringly invaded. *848 Macaulay Hist. Eng. II. 533 Men 
asked , . what impostor had so daringly and so successfully 
personated his highness. 

Baringness (de»*riqnes). [f. as prec. + -ness.] 
Daring quality or character. 

1622 Mabbb tr. Aleman’s Guzman dAlf. ir. 70 Full of 
Daringnesse and of Lying. 1647 Clarendon Hist. Reb. 
vii. (1703) If. 276 {Falkland], The daringness of his Spirit, 
*795 Coleridge Plot Discos*. 49 The frequency and daring- 
ness of their perjuries. x83o M. Betham-Edwards Fore- 
stalled I. 1. ix. 140 The daringness of. .youth, 

II Dariole. Obs. Also 5 daryoI(e, -iolle, -ial, 
-yal, -eal, -iel(le, -yel. [a. F. dariole (14th c.) 
a small pasty ( filled with flesh, hearbes, and spices, 
mingled and minced together’ (Cotgr.), now a 
cream-tart.] = Gust art i a, 

?« 1400 Morte Arth. 299 With dandles endordide, and 
daynteez ynewe. c 2420 Liber Cocorum 12862) 38 For darials, 
lake creme of almonde mylke {etc.}, c *430 Two Cookery - 
bks. 47 Daryoles. — Take wyne & fressche bro*>e, Clowes, 
Maces, & Marow . . & put per-to creme . .& ^olkys of Eyroun. 
Ibid . 53 Darbies, c 2440 A nc. Cookery in Housek. Ord. 
(1790)443 Darvalys. 1664 EtherbdgeGsw. Revenge iii. iv, 

I . .did buy a dancle, lit tel custard e. [1823 Scott Quentin 
D. iv. Ordering confections, darie les, and any other light 
dainties he could think of.] 

Dark (clajk), a. Forms : 1-2 deorc, 3 deare, 
derc, dorc, dorck, dare, darck, deork, dure, 
3-6 derk, 4 deorke, durke, 4-6 derke, dirk(e, 
dyrk, 5 derck, dyrke, dork, 4-7 darke, 6 darck, 
dearcke, 6- dark. [OE. deorc (repr. earlier *derk, 
with fracture of e before r + cons.) ; there is no 
corresponding adj. in the other Teutonic langs., but 
the OHG. wk. vb. tarchaujan, tarhmn , terchinen 
to conceal, hide, of which the WGer. form would 
be darktijan , appears to contain the same stem 
derk „ dark. In ME. there is a notable variant 
therkye, bherke, thyrke, with the rare substitution, 
of initial p, th , for d, for which see There.] 

I. literal 

1. Characterized by (absolute or relative) absence 
oflight; devoid of or deficient in light ; unillumi- 
nated ; said esp. of night. 

Beowulf 3584 Niht-helm ^eswearc deorc ofer dryht- 
gumum. c xooo Ags. Ps. Ixxiiifi]. 26 ]?u settest and 
decree niht. a *225 Juliana 30 Dreihen hire into dare 
[v.r. dorc] bus. £*275 Lay. 7563 Hit were dorcke ni}>t. 
c 1340 Cursor M. 16783 (Trin.) pe day wex derker pe 
ny^t, *470-85 Malory Arthur xvl xvii. Hit. was soone 
derke soo that he myght knowe no man, *548 H all Chron. 
2x3 A very darke night, 1568 Grafton Chron. II. 275 The 
gate was closed, because it was at that time darke. *697 
Dryden Virg. Georg, iv. 354 Lizards shunning Light, a dark 
Retreat Have found. *752 Johnson Rambler No. 198 F 10 
The room was kept dark. *85x Flo. N ightjngale Bur sing 
24 People lose their health in a dark house. *875 J. C. 
WiLCOCKS Sea Fisherman 290 They will bite when it is so 
pitchy dark that you cannot see to bait your hook. 

f b. A dark house or toom was formerly con- 
sidered a proper place of confinement for a mad- 
man ; hence to keep (a person) dark , to keep him 
confined in a dark room. Obs. 

*590 Shaks. Com. Err. iv, iv. 97 Both Man and Master is 
possest . . They must be bound and laide in some, darke 
roome. 1600 — A, V. L. m. ii. 421 Loue is meerely a mad- 
nesse, and. .de^erues as wel a 'darke house, 'and a' whip, as 
madmen do. x6ox — Alls Well iv. i. 206 Till then lie 
keepe him darke and safely lockt. ■ 1630 Massinger Rene- 
gade tv. i, He. .charged me l'o keep him fa madman}' dark,'.' 
and to admit no visitants. *687 Jefferies in Magd. Coll 
■ (Oxf. Hist. Soc. * 61 This man ought to be kept in a dark 
room,' Why do you suffer hint without a'guardianf '■ 

■0. Of luminous bodies ■ Dim ; , invisible,. ' . Dark 
moon ® dark of the moon ; J dark star (see 1594L 
' a 1123 O, E. Chron. an..xxo6 Se ; steorra atywde snnon 
su&we>t he wars lit el gejmht and deorc. 155* RecordE' 
Cast. Know! (15561 273 They .. that be .called Cloudy 
starres : and a lesser sort© yet named Darke .stances, ■ ■ *594 ■ 
Blundevil Exerc, in. 1 xxiii. (ed. 7)328 Besides these, there 
be fourteene others [stars], whereof five be called cloudy, and 
the other darke, because they are not to 'be scene but of 
a very quick and sharp© ' sight. . *6 53 in Picton L'peel 
Mimic. Rec. (18S3) L *93 Two lanthorns . . everie night in 
y* dark moone be sett out. at the High Crosse. ' 1B60 Bart- 
lett Diet. Amer., Dark moon, the interval between' the old ' 
and the new moon.' 

2. 'Of clouds,. the sky, etc. : Reflecting or 'trans- 
mitting little light ; gloomy from lack of light, 
sombre, 

c xooo Ags. Ps. Ixviii, fbeix.] 24 Ado me of deope deorces 
waeteres. ' c 1290 S. Eng. Leg, I. 441/365 . pat lodlokeste 
weder pat mrjhte beo . .'Swart and deork and gririich. ' c'xgas 
£. E. A Hit. P. B. 1020' J?e derk dede see hit is demed euer 
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more. 1460 Capgrave Chron, 152 A wedyr so dirk and so 
lovvd, that men supposed the Cherch should falle. 1658 
Willskord Natures Secrets 100 Cloudy and dark weather. 
.*7« Addison Sped. No. 159 P 8 Those dark Clouds which 
cover the Ocean. 1870 C. F. Gordqm-Cvmming in Gd. 
IVords 133/a A deep valley, with dark hills on every side. 

8. Of the ordinary colour of an object ; Approach- 
ing black in hue. 

1382 Wyclif Lev. xiii. 6 If more derker were the lepre, 
and not waxed in the skynne . . it is a scab, c 1400 Lan- 
f rands Ciritrg. 181 If he colour of his bodi be derk ou>er 
blac, 1606 Shaks. Tr. # Cm. i. 41 And her haire were not 
somewhat darker than Helens. 1795 Southey Joan 0 f 
Arcv. 27 Her dark hair floating on the morning gale. 1800 
tr. Lagrange's Cheat. II. S 3 Two liquors, one of which has 
a dark and almost black colour. 1873 Act 36-7 Viet. c. 85 
§ 3 Her name.. shall be marked on her stern, on a dark 
ground in white or yellow letters. 

b. Of the complexion : The opposite of fair. 

C1400 Rom. Rose 1009 This ladie called was Beaute. .Ne 

she was derk ne broun, bu t bright, 1784 Cook Third Voy. 
v. Hi, (R.), Their complexion is rather darker than that of 
the Otaheiteans. 1870 Dickens E. Brood ii, Mr. Jasper is 
a dark man of some six-and- twenty. 

c. Prefixed, as a qualification, to adjectives of 
colour; Deep in shade, absorbing more light 
than it reflects ; the opposite of light. (Usually 
hyphened with the adj, when the latter is used 
attributively.) 

c. 2532 Devvks Introd. Fr. in Palsgr. 909 The rede darke. 
1727-46 Thomson Summer 11 On the dark green grass. 
1776 Withering Brit. Plants (179 6) 17 . 148 Stem hollow,, 
dark mouse or almost black below. 1810 Scott Lady of L. 

II. xxv, The bound of dark-brown doe. 1846 M c Cui.r.ocif 
Acc. Brit. Empire (1854) I. 223 The sheep, .many are grey, 
some black, and a few of a peculiar dark buff colour. 1863 
M. L. Whately Ragged Life Egypt xvii. 163 Clad in the 
ordinary dark-blue drapery. 

ii- /r- 

4. Characterized by absence of moral or spiritual 
light ; evil, wicked ; also, in a stronger sense, char- 
acterized by a turpitude or wickedness of sombre 
or unrelieved nature ; foul, iniquitous, atrocious. 

a 1000 Satan 103 (Gr.) F.eond seen don _re$e, dimme, and 
decree, cioao Ags. Gosp. Luke xi. 34 Jif )»in eage . . by 5 
deorc eall Jrin lichaina hyS pystre. 1377 Dangl. P. PI B, 
xix, 21 Alle derke deuelles aren adradde to heren it name 

of ihesus]. 1393 Cower Conf 1 . 63 Semende of light 
they werke The dedes, whiehe are inward derke. 1593 
Shaks. Rich. II, 1. i. 169 My faire name .. To darke dis- 
honours vse, thou sbalt not haue. Ibid. v. ii, 96 Thou fond 
mad woman Wilt thou conceals this darke Conspiracy? 
1663 J. Si ENCER Prodigies (1665) 335 We shall find these 
consecrated weapons of infinite more force against the 
powers of the Dark Kingdom. 1732 Pope Ep. Bathurst s 3 
It [gold] serves what life requires, But, dreadful too, the 
dark Assassin hires. 1792 Mary Wollstonecr. Rights \ 
Worn. v. 239 Sometimes displaying the light and sometimes j 
the dark side of their character. 1848 M acaulay Hist. Eng. 

I. 166 Associated in the public mind with the darkest and 
meanest vices. 1852 Miss Yongk Cameos II. xx. 216 A dark 
tragedy was preparing in the family of King Robert. 

5. Devoid of that which brightens or cheers; 
gloomy, cheerless, dismal, sad. 

a xooo Wanderer 89 (Gr.) Se 3 is decree Iif deope seond- 
fence]?. 1592 Shaks. Rom. Jut. hi. v, 36 More darke & 
darke our woes, 1636 Hkylin Sabbath n, 141 Then the 
times were at the darkest, 1715 De Foe Fain. Instruct. 

1. i, (1841) II. 5 We don't see the house is the darker for it. 
1818 Sheu.ev Rosalind Helen 171 So much of sympathy 
to borrow As soothed her own dark lot. 1849 Robertson 
Serin. Ser, 1, iv.fi866) 76 To look on the dark side of things. 
i 388 Bryce A mer. Comm. II. xh 90 The prospect for such 
an .aspirant is a dark one. ' 

b. Of a person’s disposition, etc. ; Gloomy, 
sullen.' sad. 

1596 Shaks. Merck K v. i. 87 The motions of his spirit 
are dull as night And his affections darke as Erebus. 1703 
Addison Italy (j.)> Men of dark tempers. 1735 Somerville 
Chase 1. 200 If m dark sullen Mood The glouting Hound 
refuse his wonted Meal' 1862 Carlyle Fredk.&t. (1865) 

I II. ix. x. 178 Ah, ah, you' are in low spirits, I see. We roust 
dissipate that dark humour. 

e. Of the countenance ; Clouded with anger or 
dislike, frowning, 

' 1599, Shaks. Vert. # Ad. 182 Adonis, .with a heavy, dark, 
disliking eye. .cries * Fie, no more of love ! * 1S21 Shelley 
Epipsych. 62 Art thou not. .A smile. amid dark frowns! 
185a \Mrs. Stowe Uncle Tom's C. iii. 14 The brow of the 
; young man : grew dark. 

"' 6. Obscure'' in meaning, hard to" understand. 

01320 Cast. Love 71 pauh hit on Englisch he' dim and. 
derk. c 1380 Wyclif Serm. Se!. Wks. I. '105 "Men ben 
blyndld bi derke speehe. ■ . 1387 Trevisa Higdon (Rolls) V. 
279 ; 'Hisprophesie > p : .it is '.'so derk. 1495 Act it' Hen. VI /,■ 
e. 8 ' Which' actev,. is ao. obscure derke and diffuse that [etc.]. 
*535 Coverdai.e 2 Chron. ix. x The .queue of rich. .Arabia . . 
'came, .to prone' Salomon with 'darke Sentences. 2559 Scot 
in Strype Ann. Ref. 'I. App. x. 30 This matter ■ is . , darke, 
and of great'' difficult^ to ; he , , play nlye " discussed . %6z6 
Bacon '' 5V/rw§.,to3'"'The. Cause is dark, and hath not been 
'. rendred by any; ■' 2687 R.L’Estrange Anno. Dissenter 44 
He's a little Dark in this Paragraph ; but the Change of 
One Word' will make him . . Clear. x866 Argyll Reign Lam 
vi« (2872) 299 These may '.seem far-fetched illustrations, and' 
of slight value in so dark a subject. 

fb. Obscure in name or fame; little known or 
regarded, Ohs. ■ 

■ c 1374 Ghaucer' Boeth. . in. ix, 83 What' demest pou . . is pat ; 
a'dirke Jnng and nat noble J?at is suflisaunt reuerent and 
myjty. ' 2351 Turner Herbal 1. Proh A iij a, I darker in 
name, ;' and farr vnder these -men in knowledge. 2577-87 
Holinshed Chron. III. 1221/1 She hath made hir councell 
of poore, darke, beggerlie fellows. 


< 3 . Obscure to ‘ the mind’s eye % or to memory ; 
indistinct, indiscernible. 

259a Shaks. Ven. $ Ad, 760 If thou destroy them not in 
dark obscurity. 2610 — i emp. i. ii. 5 ° What sees t thou els 
In the dark-backward and Abisme of Time? a x8oo 
Cowper On Biogr. Brit. 8 Names ignoble, horn Jo be forgot 
. .dark oblivion soon absorbs them all. 18x0 Scott Lady 
off*, in. i, The verge of dark eternity, 

7. Hidden from view or knowledge; concealed, 
secret. To keep dark : to keep secret ( colloq .). 

2605 Shaks. Lear 1. i. 37 We shal expresse our darker pur- 
pose. .Know, that we haue diuided In three our Kingdoms. 
168 r Crownk Hen. VI, n. 14 By your passions I read all 
your natures, Though you at other timescan keep emdark. 
1861 Dickens Gt. Expect. 1 , He hid himself., kept himself 
dark. 2888 J. Payn Myst. Mirbridge xxiit, She kept it 
dark about the young lady who was staying with her, 
b. Of a person : Secret ; silent as to any matter ; 
reticent, not open, that conceals his thoughts and 
designs. 

1675 Otway Ahibiades n. i, But use such secrecy as 
stolen Loves should have, Be dark as the hush'd silence of 
the grave, 2706 J. Logan in Pa, Hist. Sac. Mem . X. 145 
He is exceedingly dark and hidden, and thought* work in 
his mind deeply without communicating, *738 Topic I. pit. 
Sat. ir. 131 And Lyttelton a dark, designing knave. 2846 
Prescott Ferd. S? I sab. 1 . ii. 125 The dark, ambiguous 
character of Ferdinand. 2885 Century Mag, XXX. 380/2 
Of course, I '11 keep as dark about it as possible. 

8. Of whom or which nothing is generally known ; 
about whose powers, etc., the public are ‘ in the 
dark’. 

Dark horse ( Racing slang), a horse about whose racing 
powers little is known ; henceylg. a candidate or competitor 
of whom little is known or heard, hut who unexpectedly 
comes to the front. In CIS. Polities , a person not named 
as a candidate before a convention, who unexpectedly 
receives the nomination, when the convention has failed to 
agree upon any of the leading candidate*. 

1832 Disraeli Yng. Duke v. (Fanner), A dark horse, 
which had never been thought of. . rushed past the grand 
stand in sweeping triumph. 2860 Sat, Ran IX. 593/1 
A Headship, .often given by the College conclaves to a man 
who ha* judiciously kept himself dark. 1865 Sketches 
from Cantb. 36 (Hoppe) Every now and then a dark horse 
is heard of, who is supposed to have done wonders at some 
obscure small college. 2884 in Harper's Mag. Aug. 472/1 
A simultaneous turning toward a ‘dark horse ", *88$ Bkrksf, 
Hope in Pall Mall G, 19 Mar, 10/1 Two millions of dark 
men . .whose ignorance and stupidity could hardly he grasped. 
x888 Boston (Mass.) JrnL 19 June 5/4 That a dark horse is 
likely to come out of such a complicated situation m this is 
most probable. 2891 N. Gould Double .Event 8 When he 
won the Regimental Cup with Rioter, a dark horse he had 
specially reserved to discomfort, them. 1893 Standard 
17 Apr. 6/6 Irish Wake, a ‘dark ’ son of Master Kildare, 

9. Not able to see; partially or totally blind ; 
sightless. Ohs. exc. dial. 

2382 Wyclif Gen. xiviii xo The eyen fbrxothe of Yracl 
wereu derke for greet eekie, and eteerli he nmte not se, 
24.. Stacyons of Rome 321 in Pol. Ret, 6* L, Poems (186 6) 
124, I may se now- fat ere was derke. 2576 F i.KxnwJ’anopf. 
Ep/st, 242 So farm foorth as my dimme and darke eyesight 
is able to pearee. 1658 Rowland MmjJ, ’The at, ins. 2o>>8 
Some there are, that cure dark, sights by reason of a Cata- 
ract. 1768 Chron. in Ann. Reg. 203/1 Mr. Bat bom has been 
totally dark for seven yean. 2806 Med. Jrnl. XV. 25a His 
other eye was nearly quite dark. 1875 Lane, (doss , Dark, 
blind. 4 Help biro o ter th‘ road, poor lad, he's dark/ 

ID. Void of intellectual light, mentally or spirit- 
ually blind; unenlightened, uninformed, destitute 
of knowledge, ignorant. 

52374 Chaucer Booth, m. ii. 67 Of whiehe men |>« corage 
alwey. .seeke}* Jws souereyne goode of alle he it so S at it be 
wib a derke memorie. 2523 Bradshaw $(> Herb urge 
cclxxxviii. Batude i. To be examined by my rudemrs all 
derke. a 1668 Denham (J.), 'The age wherein he liv'd 
was dark, 2 667 Milton P. L. 1. aa What in me is dark 
Illumine, what is low raise and support, 2688 B ha dwell 
Sqr. A Isa tin iv, I am not so dark neither; I. am sharp, sharp 
as a needle. 277^ Fletcher Hist. Ess. Wks. 1795 I v, 23 If 
you oppose his principles. . . he supposes that you are quite 
dark. 2837 J. H. Newman PropL Office Ch, 284 Anglican 
divines will consider him still dark on certain other points of 
Scripture doctrine. (See also Dark Ages in 13 c,J 
If 11. Sometimes two or more fig, senses are 
combined, as in- the Dark Continent = Africa. 

1878 H. M. Stanley {title). Through the Dark Continent, 
2890 — {title). Through Darkest Africa. 1892 Booth (tide), 
In Darkest England, and the way out, 

12. qmsladp. a. In a dark manner, darkly. 

2600 Shake. A. F, L. m, v. 39 Beauty . . I see no more in 
you Then without Candle may foe dark© to bed. 18% x 
Joanna BMLunMef. Leg., Ld. John xv. Then dark lower’d 
the baron’s eye, 2865 Sketches from Camb. 36 A man may 
choose to run dark, and may astonish his friends in the 
final contest of the mathematical tripos, |Cf, dark Morse 
in 8.1 


<*. muiwiuwi, tmeu, «*« 

browned, : flowing \ -glancing, -rolling, -w&rkm 
b. parasynthetic, as dark-bosomed, -brow, 
^coloured, - complexianed , -eyed, -haired, -hear 
(hence -heartedness), -leaved, -minded, -shim 
-stemmed, -veiled. - mined. \ etc. 
r 1594 .Daniel CtfopatraWk*. (i 7 tS\ 278 Thou fNeme 
from “dark -clos'd Eternity . . The World's Disorders <] 
dpery. 27*6-46 Thomson Winter 813 Sables, of g!o 
b^ Sack ; and Mark-embrowned. 2868 Lr>. Houghton Sei 
80 I. he ' R dark.flowing hours I breast in fear. 281a Bn 
CM. Han i.Jix, Match me those Houries. .With Spa 
Mark-glancing daughters. ^ 1835 Mm. Hrmans Poe. 
Guerilla Leader s Veto, Through the Mark-rolling m 
they shine, 1853 Hickie tr. Aristopk (2872) fl. 


0, Mark-sinning dusk of night. 1859, Tennyson Lancelot 4 
Elaine 337 The face before her lived, * Dark-splendid. 2590 
Shaks. Com. Err, 1. ii. 99 * Darke working Sorcerer*. 

2863 I, Williams Baptistery if. xxvii, - IJark-iiowmi d, 
glorious sea! 2845 Mrs. Norton Child of Island (1846) 
288 • Dark-browed ami beautiful he stood. *768 ■ 74 'I ‘uc : err 
Lt. Nat . (185a) II. 369 Whether I shall put on. .my •dark- 
coloured suit, 1840 R. H. Dana Bef. Mast x, 24 A delicate, 
Mark-coni plcxioned young woman. *605 Sham. Lear 11, 1. 
222 Out of season, thrcdding Mark© ey'd night. 28*4 »¥»o» 
Corsair in. xvii, And now he turned him to that clarkkl- 
eyed slave. 1823 Scott Trierm. 11, xxvii, Slow the •dark., 
fringed eyelids fall, x 88 x Laly Hmitmt Etiith 3 A bright, 
Mark-haired young lady. *B6» M. Hocking Hawaii ‘pf 
In the time of our Mark-heartednes«. *870 Bryant Homer 

1. h. 61 Forty Mark-hulled Loerian Barks. »S§* Miss 

Pratt Flower. Plants V. m$ The * Dark -leaved Sallow. 
2795 Southey Joan of Arc vui. 6*8 •Dark minded man S 
274a Young Nt. Th, ii. 34 4 tyuite wing k our de dm, 
In sen « *dark*prison'ci at&oo Hwmm keel Pel Pref. 
$ 3 The Mark-sighted man is dire* b *1 l y the t ’* *, tr alwtrt 
things visible. 270* Lend. ( V# % % 3 Missing,, 

Elizabeth Benson . ,dark*brown Hair'd, .a filth dark 

2885 Mabel Collins Prettiest Woman ix, The Mark* 
skinned Russian women had made a hero of hint, _ 1634 
Milton Conus tagr Goddess of' ncxiurnal 
veiled Cotyt to, EjoNTsin famni Palladio' , tr hit. 

(174a) II. 50 Eight «veui*d Marble. . # d»rk"Vein'd, tliilo. 

0 . Specialized comb, or phraas : dark age#, a 
term sometimes applied to the period af tlie Mid- 
dle Ages to mark the intellectual darknm dnimc- 
teristic of the time; dark box [thotogrd, a box 
totally excluding light, used for storir-g platw, etc. ; 
d ark " chamber, f \tt) a cn mem oh h: is r a ■ oh . ) * 
(b) Thotogr. «-* dark-room; f dark-clooet, dark 
glaHHCsu (see quotft.) » dark-houno ( see l !») ; i dark 
light I Mao-light i; dark-room {Photogr,), 
a room from which all aclinic rays of light ire 
excluded, used by photographer* when dealing 
with their sensitized plates ; we also 1 b ; dark 
slide {Dlwtogr. , the holder for the tcriMtweil 
plate ; fdark teat, a camera o'lisaiMi.; dark- 
well, an arrangement in a imm.wcope for forming 
a dark backgmunc! to a traimpiirtiit object when 
illuminated from stove, 

{2687 Burnet Tray, mv* * Them h m infinite number of 
the Writer* of flic “darker A.jje*.f *73© A, Vmnmn Maffirf 1 
Amphith. 398 A Theatre, .called m in the dark A gen, when 
Wien Name* were given « riuidoin. *837 Hall. am Hist. 
Lit. 1. | 5 Gregory 1. .the chief authority 111 the dark 
2857 Buckle Cmlm> I. ix, 55I During tSse*>«, whult are 
rightly called the Dark Age*, the ckmy w-rre nupreme, 
2887 Brit. Jrnl. Photogr, it Nov, 713/5* wind them m la 
rollers to be put into journal imiirigslti a' Mark kw, yyagi 
Ekomi Designs 3 is, Ward* robes or CdfclsMrds, which by 
a new name in the Art are called *Dark-ckt»et*. 1867 
Smyth Sailed* IVord-b* l,, t % Dark glam*, slmdr*. fitted to 
instruments of reflection ■ for preventing the bright ray* of 
the sun from hurting the eye of the ©b*emtf, ifij Robin 
i 'oust tense «?8 in Seng* land, Prml. f Perey | fc> lint, when 
the NhoiSfdik me did spy, They drew timr "*dark tight 
instantly, xfao Scoeksav 'Ace. A ft Ik K*$. II, 45a W'e , • 
caulked the dark -lights. *842 Specif, Clmmefi Patent No, 
9193. .3 1 Red light! allows the operator to see how to|wrform 
the work without king obliged , . to rvniAiit in u *tlatk 
room. ^ 28511 Specif Nmvtm's Patent No. 179 'Appirmii* 
for taking photographic pictures without the of a dark 
room. *883 W. K. Ilurrot# Mod. Photogr, fi%») To 
purchase a * dark-room lamp’ from a phoiogtaphh, apparatus 
dealer. 2887 Brit, Jrnl, Phetogr. it Nov. .717/1 Professor 
Siebbing exhibited a metis! _ Mark ' vyefo IMiujiii 

(ed. Kerwivb *Dark Tent, a Bog made alwcuu like « f itak« 
with Opthfk Glasses, to take the Fimpect of any Building* 
Fortification* LandMtip* etc. , 18S7 J. n&m Mkrmc, t. ii, ij 
The use. of a set of * dark* wells. 

Hark Mark), sk Fwms; 4*5 ci«rkt«h 5 dirk, 
6 daroke, 6-7 darke, 6- dark, [f. Daws*##, ; cf, 
the analogy of light tb, and adj„] 

1 . Absence of light; dark tut to’ or condition.; 
darkness, esp. that of night. 

1 Dark of ihe % mmn : the time near new moon when 
them is no moonlight: cf. dark mmm sl.v. Dang m 1 c, 
«.*300' A“. Hem 14*1 He iadde hiir«* 14 he clerk* Im » his 
nywc werke. <* 2450 "Minmr M/mt imm tyP '1 o # * rki 

in the derke with Lantemei and with fire brand %. *553 
T. WiiHtHi RAet, (i/Hi#) xtfoGrupyng in she d,uG»*\ *spl 
Row lan ik Betraymg of t Arid w D*. * S 4 '1 he Stun 1? v* m but* 
night!* darke upprm lit apace. xfiwS> II a*, i # M it a f u'jft I f } »m 
come suddenly . , out of the Dark into a t >Utm$ I Vafit, the 
eye is dit/drcl for a time. 26-5* HnrtiiPt i ego, 1 f d % t j * « /* 
Oardinera and Iludatidroni tnlking of llw u»«ik A tl,« 
Moon. 1760C. J a o>igSTogfTrvw/(iHuj) III, 1 ifi He ilirn * 
not to deep by himself or be u im finmi al*me in dn* *S,«k, 
*80* tr. C. F. l>AvrauRC,t>K*a 7 'mp. Apia vs* If a !n*y n 
bom., In die dark of the mmm. *830 ’ItwimviM Hue to 
Memory iv, To dimple I*i the dark of rtithy coves, 
b. the dark lime ; night ; tiightlall 
e% 4 SM DesirNP$vyt 1079 The derk*'". wax done 1; tit# day 
spranw, a i4oo»5o Atgmndcr 477 1 It 1 1 fink**. 
2728 Lai»y M. W. SUmtmxk Lett, Hi II. 7 * Brfoie Hr got 
to the foot of the n»ount«tii* which was u«t till afier dark,. 
*77* Ensot Trial of Deg * Porter*. Oar evening asmr 
dark. 2833 Hr. Makiinkau Tale of 7 pm i. jt ID ipuitvd 
the ^ktel . . , J'lift *t dark, ■■iW®' Moststs Fartmy Pmr, 1, 93' 
White clay «td dark,ai*cl dark and day wtm by, 
e* A dark place ; a place of tiarkneea. 
ci 4 &> Destn fmy»Sx Sol wilt in the wml, .Til! I ihnfh 
fin a derke, and the d«*re b*,t, 25% Mire Mag., J.lmide 
pike m you %m in ilarke*, if light apt**** Straight way 
to that *ch man directs hit ey«. *706 l»r v Fog J*nrt §Ht\ 
i» 8 Above the Skyes they lk , «i hht btest ate4*% ’Amt from 
the Darks of Hell fetch’d up the God, 2883 S. Eanlts 
&*$• Lmyl 47 (Cent. DPI.) Ilwise vinall darks which art 
enclosed by caves and crumbling dungeons. 


BARK. 
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BARK- LANTERN. 


2. fig. (A leap in the dark : see Leap.) 

ct 369 Chaucer Deihe Blannche 609 To derke is turned 
all my lighte. a 1541 Wyatt Penit. Psalms li. The A uthor 
iv, Light of Grace that dark of sin did hide. 

3. Dark colour or shade ; spec, in Art , a part of 
a picture in shadow, as opposed to a light. 

1675 A. Browne Ars Piet. 90 Ever place light against 
dark, and dark against light. 1715 J. Richardson Th , 
Painting 112 A Picture sometimes consists of a Mass of 
Light . . sometimes . . of a Mass of Dark at the bottom, 
another Lighter above that. *821 Craig Led. Drawing 
lii. 153 A light is made brighter by being opposed to a dark. 
1855 M. Arnold Poems, Mycerinus 3 19 The palm-tree plumes 
that roof d With their mild dark his grassy banquet hall. 
i860 Ruskin Mod. Paint. V. ix. viii. 287 His lights are not 
the spots, but his darks. 

b. fig. A dark spot, a blot. 

1637 Shirley Lady of Pleas. 1. i, Had not the poet been 
bribed to a modest Expression of your antic gambols in % 
Some darks had been discovered. 

4. The condition of being hidden from view, ob- 
scure, or unknown ; obscurity. In the dark : in 
concealment or secrecy. 

1628 Fhltham Resolves 1, xlii. 127 Vice . . ever thinks in 
this darke, to hide her abhorred foulnesse. 1643 Sir T. 
Browne Relig. Med. n. § 4, I am in the dark to all the 
world, and my nearest friends behold me but in a cloud. 
a 1732 Atterbury (J.), All he says of himself is, that he is 
an obscure person ; one, I suppose, .that is in the dark. 1888 
Bryce Amer. Commit). III. xevi. 342 note, Such legislation 
. .is usually procured in the dark ana by questionable means. 
+ b. Obscurity of meaning, Ohs. 

1699 Bentley Pkal. 175 The Threat had something of 
dark in it. 

5. In the dark: in a state of ignorance ; without 
knowledge as regards some particular fact. 

1677 W. Hubbard Narrative 11. 47 As to what hapned 
afterward, we are yet much in the dark. 1690 Locke 
Hum. Und. n. xxiii. § 28 If here again we enquire how 
this is done, we are equally in the dark. 1783 Cowfer 
Mutual Forbearance 9 Sir Humphrey, shooting in the 
dark, Makes answer quite beside the mark. 1791 Burke 
Corr. (1844) III. 185, I am entirely in the dark about the 
designs . . of the powers of Europe. 1802 M. Edgeworth 
Moral T. (1816) I. xix. 165, I hope you will no longer keep 
me in the dark. 1876 Gladstone in Con temp. Rev., June a 
We seem to be.. in the dark on these, .questions. 

Bark (cla-ik), v. arch, or dial. Forms : 4 durk, 
4-6 derke, 4-7 darke, 5-6 dirke, 6 dirk, 6 - 
dark. [f. Dark a.] 

f 1. intr. To become dark; « Darken 1 . Of 
the sun or moon : To suffer eclipse. Ohs. 

[c 1050 Suppl. AElfric's Voc. in Wr.-Wulcker 175 Crepus - 
culum, tweoneleoht, deorcung.] CX340 Cursor M. 
36749 (Trin.) Fro henne hit derked til pe mone : ouer al the 
world wide. 1430 Lydg. Chron. Troy 1. vi, The euening 
begon for to dirke. 1485 Caxton Chas. Gi. 21 x In the 
same yere the mone derked thre tymes. <21529 Skelton 
Col. Clout e 196 When the nyght darkes. 1596 H. Clap- 
ham Brie/e Bible n. 172 Sun darks, Starres fall, the Moone 
doth change her hue. 1606 Shaks. Tr. Cr. v. viii. 7 With 
the vaile and darking of the Sunne. 

pig.' 2400 Pol. Rvl. # L. Poems (1866) 236 Vnder sleuj?e 
darkit pe Ioue of holinesse. 

f 2. trans. To make dark; —Darken 6 . Ohs. 
c 1300 Beket 1417 Overcast heo is with the clouden.. 
Whar thurf the churchen of Engelonde idurked beoth 
echon. 1383 Wycuf i Kings xviii. 45 Heuenes ben derkid. 
ct 477 Caxton Jason 29b, The ayer was derked and 
obscured with the quarels and arowes and stones, c 1500 
Nof-Browm Maya 32 My somers day in lusty may is 
derked before the none. 2530 Palsgr. 506/2 What thyng 
hath darked this house . .me thynke they have dosed up 
dyvers wyndowes. 1634 Milton Comus 730 The winged 
air darked with plumes. 2725 Ramsay Eclipse of Sun ii, 
No cloud may hover in the air, To dark the medium, 
b. To cloud, dim, obscure, hide (something 
luminous), 

c 2380 Wyclif Sd. JVks. II. 406 J?e sunne mai be derkkid 
heter bi fumes shal deer f?e er^e. c 2489 Caxton 
Blanchardyn xx. 62 That derked the lyght of the sonne. 
2557 Toitelfs Misc. (Arb.) 269 The golden sunne doth 
druke eeh starre. 1592 Constable Sonn. 111. viii, The 
shadie woods seeme now my sunne to darke. 28.. Mrs. 
Browning Soul’s Trav. xra Though we wear no visor down 
To dark our countenance. 1850 — Poems II. 5 The up- 
lands will not let it stay To dark the western sun, 

*t* 3. To darken in shade or colour. Ohs. 
c 2374 Chaucer Booth. 1. i. 5 The wiche clones a derkenes 
of a forleten and dispised elde had duskid and dirk id. 
*573 Art of Limning 5 Orpyment may be. .darked. with 
Ofcer.de Luke, 

f 4. To darken (the eyes or vision) ; to blind, 
lit . and fig. Ohs. 

m c 1374 Chaucer Booth. 1. i. 7, I. of whom J?e sy^t plonged 
in teres was derked. c 2450 tr. De Imitatione m. xxxviii, 
In many f> e eye of intencion is dirked. 1508 Fisher Wks. 
(3370) 305 Her syght should haue be derked. 2526 Pilgr. 
Perf,{ W. de W, 2531) sob, He wyll blynde thy reason Sc 
derke thy conscyence. 2653 T. Whitfield Tread. Sinf, 
Men ix* 40 The Sun . .darkes weake eyes. 

t b. intr. To be or become' blind. Ohs. 

' a 2440 Wycuf 2 Sam. iv. 15 IMS. Bodl. 277} HelL.hise 
ijen derkeden [v.r. dasweden], and' he' ray^te not se. 

5. fig. To obscure, eclipse, cloud, dim, sully,' 

c 2374 Chaucer Boeth. 1. iv. 20 pe wiche dignite, for f«I 
wolue derken it wif> • medelyng of . some . felonye. ' c 2430 
Lydg, Rochas . 1. iv. (2.544,) /6 b, Process of yeres .. hath 
. . Derked their . renoune by forgetf nines. *559 Bp, Cox 
in Strype Ann. Ref. I. vi. 100 And shortly [shall] Christ 
Jesus be utterly forgotten, and darked as much, .as in the 
time of Papistry. 2579 %?%mst,%-$heph..C(tL Feb. 234 Thy 
wast bigneS' but cumbers the ground, And dirks" the beauty 
of my. blossomes rownd. • xooS Shaks. Per. iv. Proi. ..35 


Marina gets all praises. .This, .darks In Philoten ah grace- 
ful marks. 1647 H. More Song of Soul Ded. 4 Not can 
ever that thick cloud .. dark the remembrance of youi 
pristine Lustre. 1818 Scott Hrt. of Midi, xviii, One woman 
is enough to dark the fairest plot that ever was planned. 

T 0. intr. To lie in the dark, to lie hid or unseen. 

a 2300 Cursor M. 25444 (Cott.) In hope i durk and dare. 
C1350 Will. Palerne 17 pe child pan darked in his den 
dernly him one. 2398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. xvn. clii. 
(1495) 704 Abowte hegges lurkyth and derkyth venemouse 
wormes. c 2400 Destr. Troy 13285 Folis .. pat heron the 
melody [of the Sirens] . . derkon euon down on a depe slomur. 
2447 Bokenham Seyntys (Roxb.)2i8 Darkyng in kavys and 
gravys. 

7. intr. To listen privily and insidiously, dial. 

2781 J. Hutton Tour Caves Gloss., To dark for beds, 
to hearken silently which side the opinion is of. 2825 
Brocket N. Country IVds., Dark , to listen with an in- 
sidious attention. 2855 Robinson Whitby Gloss., Dark , 
to listen, to pry into. ‘They dark and gep for all they 
can catch.’ [Also in Glossaries of Holderness, Mid-Yorks ,, 
Cumbrld Lonsdale . ] 

Hence Darked />/>/. a., Darking vhl. sb . 

<•2050 [see r], c 1430 Lydg. Chron. Troy Prol., Dyrked 
age. a 2542 Wyatt Compl . A hseuce of his L ove. My darked 
pangs of cloudy thoughts. 

Barken (dauk’n), v. Forms: 4 derkn-en, 
darkn-en, derkin, 4-5 darken, 5 dyrkyn, 6 
dirken, -in, darcken, 6 - darken, [f. Dark a. : 
see -en suffix 5. Cf. OHG. tarchanjcm under 
Dark a. Not very common in ME. ; in later 
times it has taken the place of Dark vi] 

I . intransitive. 

1. To grow or become dark, said esp. of the 
coming on of night. (Sometimes with down.) 

a 2300 Cursor M. 24424 (Cott.) pe aier gun durken [v.r, to 
derkin] and to blak. 23.. Thrush § Night. 4 in Reliq. 
Antiq. I. 241 The dewes darkneth in the dale. 2732 Pope 
Ep, Burlington 80 Behold Villario’s ten years’ toil complete, 
His Quincunx darkens, his Espaliers meet.. And strength 
of Shade contends with strength of Light. 2822 Shelley 
Prometh. Unb. 1. 257 The Heaven Darkens above. 2863 
Hawthorne Old Home, London Suburb (1879) 239, The 
chill, .twilight of an Autumn day darkening down, 
b. To become obscure. (With upon, from.) 

2722 Wollaston Relig. Nat. ix. 209 When yonder blue 
regions and all this scene darken upon me and go out. 2848 
Lytton Harold 1. i, The vision darkens from me. 

f 2. To lie dark, lie concealed ; to lurk privily 
after. Cf. Dark v. 6 . Ohs. 

c 2420 Anturs of Arth . v, Alle dyrkyns |>. rr. durkene, 
darkisj the dere, in the dym scoghes. 2508 Dunbar Mari it 
Went. 4 Wedo 9, I drew in derne to the dyk to dirkin eftir 
myrthis. 

3. To become blind, lit . and fig. 

1580 Hqllybanp Treas. Fr. Totig s. v. Enirecharger, 
My sight diminisheth, darkneth, or waxeth darke, 2823 
Shelley Q. Mab 249 Man ..Shrank with, the plants and 
darkened with the night. 

4. To become dark in shade or colour. 

2774 Goldsm. Nat. Hist. (1776) II. 234 The complexions 
of different countries . . darken in proportion to the heat of 
their climate. 2858 Hawthorne Fr, § It, Jrnls. II. 39 
A bright angel darkening into what looks quite as much like 
the Devil. 2883 Hardwick* s Pkotogr. Ckeni. (ed. Taylor) 
248 Such papers darken in the sun. 

5. To grow clouded, gloomy, sad; esp. of the 
countenance: to become clouded with anger or 
other emotion. 

274a Young Nt. Th. viii, 97 Where gay delusion darkens 
to despair ! 2797 Mrs. Radcuffe Italian xii, * Do you 
menace me?’ replied the brother, his countenance darkening. 
2824 Scott Redgauntlet eh. xvii, His displeasure seemed to 
increase, his brow darkened. 2850 Hawthorne Scarlet L. 
iii, His face darkened with some powerful emotion. 

II. transitive. 

0. To make dark, to deprive of light ; to shut 
out or obstruct the light of. Also 

2382 Wycuf Isa. xiii. 20 Al to-derkned is the sunne in 
his rising. C2535 Dewes Introd. Fr. (in Palsgr. 951), To 
darken, obscurer. 2555 Eden Decades 245 The heauen 
is seldome darkened with elowdes. 2623 Shaks. Hen. 
VIII, 1. i. 226 Whose Figure euen this instant Clowd puts 
on, By Darkning my cleere Sunne. 2667 Milton P. L . 1. 
501 When Night darkens the Streets. ^ 2768 Sterne Sent, 
j'ourn. (1775) I. 15 (Calais), I perceived that something 
darken’d the passage more than myself. . it was effectually 
_Mons. Dessein. 2847 Tennyson Princess iv. 295 You stood 
in your own light and darken’d mine. 2862 — Idylls Ded. 
17 Like eclipse ? Darkening the world. 2864 — Aylmer f s F. 
416 The tall pines That darken'd all the northward of her 
Hall. 1874 Lowell Agassiz 1. i, The veil that darkened 
from our sidelong glance The inexorable face. 

b. To darken ( a person* s) door or doors : emphatic 
for to appear on the threshold (as a visitor); usually 
with negative (expressed or implied). 

2729 Franklin Busy-Body Wks. 2887 I. 341, I am afraid 
she would resent it so as never to darken my door again, 
2748 Richardson Clarissa Wks. 2883 VIII. 237 If ever my 
sister Clary darkens these doors again, I never will, 1826 
Blackw. Mag. XIX. xx/ 1 You are the first minister that 
ever darkened these doors. 184.2 Tennyson. Dora 30 You 
shall pack And never more darken my doors again. 

7. To deprive of sight, to make blind; fig. to 
deprive of intellectual or spiritual light. 

2548 Udall, etc. Erasm. Par. Matt. Iii. 30 That he 
might obscure and darken all men. 158a N. T. (Rhem.) 
Rom. i. ax Their folish hart hath been darkened. .2622 
Bible Ps. Ixix, 23 Let their eyes be darkened, that they see 
not. 2758 S. Hayward Serm. 41 We shall find the under- 
standing awfully darkned. 2843 Carlyle . Past <£* . Pr. 
(1858] 2x5 His eyes were somewhat darkened. 


8 . fig. To make dark or obscure in meaning or 
intelligibility ; to destroy the clearness of. 

2548-9 (Mar. ) Bk, Com. Prayer, Of Cerem. 35 b, They dyd 
more confounde, and darken, then declare .. Christes bene- 
fites. 2622 Bible Job xxxviii. 2 Who is this that darkened*, 
counsel by words without knowledge ? 1674 Allen Danger 

Enthus. 20 You confound things together which are distinct, 
to the darkning of them in your understandings. 2781 
Covvper Hope 769 They speak the wisdom of the skies, 
Which art can only darken and disguise. 2865 Kingsley 
Herein, viii, This belief was confused and darkened by 
a cross-belief. 

9. fig. To cloud with something evil, painful, or 
sad ; to cast a gloom or shadow over, 

*553 T. Wilson Rhet. (1580) 119 He.. that polsoneth. .and 
seeketh to obscure and_ darken his estimation. 1606 Shaks, 
Ant. ty Cl. 1. iv. 21 Euils enow to darken all his goodness. 
2611 — Wint. T. iv. iv. 41 With these forc’d thoughts, 

I pretbee darken not The Mirth o’ th’ Feast, 2782 Gibbon 
I) eel. 4- F. Ill, 96 The fame of the apostles . . was darkened by 
religious fiction. 2829 Lytton Disowned 41 No, I will not 
darken your fair hopes. 2883 S. C. Hall Retrospect II. 
238 Domestic affliction . . darkened the later years of his life. 

f b. To deprive (a person) of lustre or renown, to 
eclipse. Ohs. 

2606 Shaks. Ant. fy Cl. in. i. 24 Ambition (The Souldiers 
vertue) rather makes choice of losse, Then game which 
darkens him. 2607 — Cor. iv. vii, 5 And you are darkned 
in this action Sir, Euen by your owne. 

10. To make dark in shade or colour. 

27x7 Pope Eloisct 168 Her gloomy presence Shades ev’ry 
flow’r, and darkens ev’ry green. 2822 Shelley Ginevra 16 
The bridal veil Which . . darkened her dark locks. 2869 
E. A. Pakkks Pract. Hygiene (ed. 3) 00 Organic matter 
from the lungs, when drawn through sulphuric add, 
darkens it. 

Barkened (daak’nd), ppl. a. [f. prec. + -ed.] 
Made dark, deprived of light, lit, and fig. 

2733 Pope Hor. Sat. u. j. 97 The darken'd room. 2856 
Dove Logic Chr. Faith v. I. % 2. 268 Darkened and deluded 
as I am. 2872 M or ley Voltaire <(1886) 24 2 A generation of 
cruel and unjust and darkened spirits, 

Barkener (daak’noi). [-eil] One who or 
that which darkens. 

2622 Cotgr., Noircisseur , a blacker, .darkener, obscurer. 
2630 Brathwait Eng. Gentlem. (2642) 5 A great darken er 
and blemisher of the . . beauty of the mind. 2776 G. Camp- 
bell Philos. Rhet. (1800) 1 . 1. ii. 47 A sophister or darkener 
of the understanding, 2866 Geo. Eliot F. Holt I II . xxxviL 
48 That feminine darkener of counsel. 

Barkening (dauk’nig), vhl. sb. [-ing b] 

1. The action of making or becoming dark. 

2584 Bag ford Coll. No. 81 If. 20 A great and total! Eclipse, 
or darkenyng of the Moone vrito xvi, poyntes. 2677 Gilpin 
Dmnonol. (2 867} 348 N ecessity can do much to the darkening 
of the understanding- 2875 Darwin Inseciiv. PL via 244 
The . . darkening or blackening of the glands. 

% Nightfall, dusk. Sc. 

x8r4 Scott Wav. Ixiii, It’s near the darkening, sir. 2865 
Mrs. Carlyle Lett. III. 296 The cock is shut up. .from 
darkening till after our breakfast. 

Darkening* ppl, a. [-ing 2 ,] . Becoming or 
making dark. 

1725 Pope Odyss. ix. 2x3 A lonely cave . . with dark’ning 
lawrels covered o’er. 2800 Hbrschel in Phil. Trans. XC. 
280 Id try an application of the darkening apparatus to 
another part of the telescope. 2873 Black Pr. 'Thule 6 
Peaks . . still darker than the darkening sky. 

Darkey : see Darky. 

Barkfal (da-ukful), a. rare. [OE. deorcfull, 
f. deorc adj. Dark : see -pul,] Full of darkness. 

<*2050 Liber Scintill. \xx. (1889) 187 Ball Bahama. . jm* 
deorcfull by& 238a Wycuf Matt. vi. 23 Jif thyn erje be 
weyward, al tbi body shal be derkful. c 2470 Henry 
Wallace vixr. 2182 The nycht was myrfc, our drayff the 
dyrkfull chance. 2633 T. Adams Exp. 2 Peter L 20 Pagans 
have a darkful night. 1875 McClellan New . Test. 390 
The horrible degradation of mankind to a' darkful existence, 

t Ba*rkkede, derkke&e. Ohs. Also dure- 
hede. [f. Dark a. + -kede, -head.] Darkness. 

2297 K. Gi.ouc. (2724) 560 poru al |>« miadelerd derkhede 
J>er was inou. c 2300 St. B randan 37 Al 0 tide of the dai we 
were in durchede. 

BarMsk (da-jkiJ), a. [f. Dark a. 4 - -ish.] 
Somewhat dark : a, through absence of' light. 

2557 Sackville Mirr. Mag., Induct , ii,:The ; dayes more 
darkishe are. 1659-60 Pepys Diary (1879) I. 56 We drank 
pretty hard'., till it began to be darkish. . 2777 Howard 
Prisons Eng, (2780) 178 .Die passages 'are 'narrow':.', and 
darkish. 2858 Gen, _P. Thompson Audi Alt. II. Ixxvi. 29 
A 'State 'of' darkish, twilight, 
b.' in shade or colour. 

2398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R, xix. xxiii. (1495') 877 Matere 
that. is dymme^and derkysshe and vnpure. 2538 Leland. 
I tin, IV. 224 The . . Colour . . is of a darkish deepe redde. 
jqqSfiDhm Amer. Ind. 6 Their hair is' lank, coarse, 'and 
darkish, 2882 C. A. Young Sun 297’ A scarlet" ribbon, with ■ 
a darkish band across it. 

Hence Da'rkislmessi,' darkish. quality or state,.'. : 

2583; Golding Calvin on. Dent, xc, 556 'God held than ' in 
darkishnes, gluing them but a small tast o f his' Grace, 
Ba‘rk-la*3item. A lantern with a slide or 
arrangement by which the .light -'can- be. concealed. 

1650. Fuller Pisgah iv. iii. 45 The pillar. of the cloud,' the 
'first and perfect .pattern of a dark-lantern, ' ■ 2680 Hickerin- 
GILL Meroz 27 Vaux is Vaux though he carry a Dark- 
lanthorn and .wear.*' Vizard.''' 2828 Scott F. M. Perth ■% 
Simon 'Glover, . now came to the door with a dark*iantem in 
his. hand. ... 

b, slang. (See quot.) 

a 2700 B. E. Diet. Cant, Crew*. A Dark-Lanikom^. the 
Servant or Agent that. Receives "the Bribe (at Court),'' • 


DARKLE, 


DARLING*. 


Darkle (dauk’lb v. [A modern word, evolved 
out of the adverb darkling analysed as a pple. 
Probably some parallelism to sparkling has been 
supposed. See next] 

1. intr. To lie darkling; to show itself darkly. 

18x9 Byron Juan n. xlix, The night . . darkled o’er the 

faces pale And the dim desolate deep. 1855 Thackeray 
Newcomes Ixxv, The . . Founder’sTomb . . darkles and shines 
with the most wonderful shadows and lights. 2885 Century 
Mag. 539 The .. fountain ..whose statues and bas-reliefs 
darkled above and around a silent pool. 

b. To He in the dark, conceal oneself. 

1864 Thackeray D. Duval via, I remember half-a-dozen 
men darkling in an alley. 

2. To grow dark. 

x8»3 Byron Juan vi, ci, Her cheek began to flush, her 
eyes to sparkle, And her proud brow's blue veins to swell 
and darkle, 1870 Morris Earthly Par. II. in. 330 Cold 
and grey, And darkling fast, the waste before her lay. 2880 
Howells Undisc. Country ix. 129 The houses darkled away 
into the gloom of the country. 

b. Of the countenance, etc. : To become dark 
with anger, scorn, etc. 

1800 Moore Ode to Anacreon xv ii. Notey Now with angry 
scorn you darkle, Now with tender anguish sparkle. 1855 
Thackeray Newcomes lxvi, (D.), His honest brows darkling 
as he looked towards me. 1886 Illust, Land. News Summer 
No, 19 2 Peltzer darkling at him with a wicked grin. 

3. trans . To render dark or obscure, 

1884 [see Darkling B. 3]. 1893 National Observer 25 
Feb. 370/2 The dramatist . . whose province it is to darkle 
and obscure. 

Da*rkless, a. nonce-wd. Free from darkness. 
1888 Daily News 29 Sept. 5/1 In summer time the * darkless 
nights ’ are enchanting. 

Darkling (dauklig), adv. and a, [ME. darke- 
ling, f. Dark a. 4 - -ling, adverbial formative : cf. 
back-ling ; plat- ling, grove-ling, half-ling .] 

A. adv. In the dark ; in darkness, lit. and Jig. 
a 2450 Knt. de la Tour 2r She wolde not come in mennis 
chaumbres bi night derkelyng withoute candelle. 1580 
Sidney Arcadia (1662) 379 He came darkeiing into his 
chamber. 1590 Shaks. Muis. N. n. ii. 86 O wilt thou 
darkling leaue me ? 1633 T. Adams Exp. 2 Peter ii. 1 Our 
lamps, .at last go out, and leave us darkling. 2667 M ilton 
P. L. in. 30 The wakeful Bird Sings darkling, and in shadiest 
Covert hid Tunes her nocturnal Note. 171a Steele Sped. 
No. 406 T 7 Darkling and tir’d we shall the Marshes tread. 
1813 Scott Rokeby i.xxvi, Wilfrid is . .destined, darkling, to 
pursue Ambition’s maze by Oswald’s clue. 1859 Tennyson 
Vivien 732 He. .darkling felt the sculptured ornament. 

33. pres, pple . and a. [the ending being con- 
founded with the -mg of participles.] 

1. Being, taking place, going on, proceeding, etc. 
in the dark. 

a 1763 Shenstone Upon Riddles in Dodsley Coll. Poems 
(1782) V. 64 Ye writers.. O spare vour darkling labours t 
1794 Hurdis Tears Aped. 58 Which soars aloft In the first 
glimpse of morning, and performs A darkling anthem at the 
gates of Heav’n. 28x4 Chalmers Evid. Chr. Revel, x. 285 
A single word from God .. is worth a world of darkling 
speculations. 2859 G. Meredith R. Feverel xx. Here like 
darkling nightingales they sit. 1863 Mrs. Ouphant Salem 
Ch. xvi. 286 The mother and son hurried on upon their 
darkling journey. 

2. Characterized by darkness ; lying in darkness ; 
showing itself darkly ; darksome, obscure. 

1739 P* Whitehead Manners 3 A doleful tenant of the 
darkling Cell. 2855 M. Arnold Balder Dead ii, And by 
the darkling forest-paths the Gods Follow’d. 1865 Gosse 
Land $ Sea (1874) 20 Another, .brook that breaks out from 
its darkling bed beneath dwarf willows. 
fig. 1795 G. Wakefield Reply to Age of Reason, Part II , 
24 Tojet the sun of your intellect shine out . , for the illu- 
mination of us darkling mortals. 18x3 Scott Rokeby vi. xiv, 
Darkling was the sense ; the phrase And language those of 
other days. i8y8 White Life in Christ in. xix. 257 Some 
darkling sensation of pleasure or pain. 

8. Darkening; obscuring. 

2884 Lowell Poems, To Holmes, As many poets with 
their rhymes Oblivion’s darkling dust o’erwhelms. 

4. Darkling-beetle, a black beetle, Blaps mor- 
iisaga, living in dark places, as cellars, etc. 

1816 Kirby & Sp. Entomol. (1843) I. 335 Mr. Baker, .kept 
a darkling beetle {Blaps mortisaga) alive for three years 
without food of any kind. 2836-9 Todd Cycl. Anat. II. 
863/2 The fifth section, .includes, .the darkling- beetles. 
DawMing, sb. nonce-wd. [See -ling,] A child 
of darkness ; one dark in nature or character. 

2773 J. "Ross Fratricide 1. 629 (MS.) Ill catch Th’ 
impetuous darkling [i.e. Cain] at his first recoil, And tem- 
orize his hatred to my wish ! Ibid. 1 . 175 The morning . . 
rought his darkling to the field. 

Ba'rklings, adv. rare. [f. Darkling adv., with 
adverbial genitive : cf. backward, - wards , etc.] In 
the dark ; = Darkling adv. 

a 2636 Bp. Hall JVks . (1837-9) VII. 344 (D.) Idle wanton 
servants, who play and talk out their candle-light, and then 

f o darklings to bed. 2785 Burns Halloween xi. To the 
iln she goes then. An* darklins grapit for the bauks. 2847 
Tail’s Mag. XIV. 21 A kind of pantomime.. done dark- 
lings in a lawyer’s back shop. 

lb. At darklins is used dialectally. 

2870 E. Peacock Ralf Skirl. I, 282, I wonder you’re 
not scared to be with her by your sen at darklins. 
t Da*r 3 dong, adv., cbs. variant of Darkling. 
[Ci. headlong, sidelong,] 

1562 T. Hoby tr. Casti^ Hone’s Courtyer (1577) M vj a, The 
two arose and wente to bed darkelong. 1577 Eden Sc 
Willes Hist. Trav. 258 b, Darkelong without at pompe and 
ceremonies, buryed in a dunghil. 2620 Shelton Quix. 
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IY, xiv. 112 Sometimes he went dark-long and without 
Light. . 

Darkly (daukli), adv. [f. Dark a. + -ly 2 . 
OE. had deorcllce ; but the word appears to have 
been formed anew in ME.] In a dark manner or 
way. In OE. known only in the Jg- sense ‘darkly 
in a moral sense, horridly, foully \ 
c 2000 Gloss. Prudent. 242 Tetrujn, deorclice. 

1. In the dark ; in secrecy, secretly. _ 

c 2600 Shaks. Sonn. xliii, When I sleep, in dreams they 
[my eyes] look on thee, And darkly bright are. bright in 
dark directed. 2602 — Alls Well iv. iii. 23,! will tell you 
a thing, but you shall let it dwell darkly with you.. 2632 
Weever Anc. Fun. Mon. 223 Bradwardin lieth buried in 
the South wall, somewhat darkly, a 2845 Hood Irish 
Schoolmaster vi, Tame familiar fowls, .sit darkly squatting. 

2. With a dark or sombre hue. 

1509 Hawes Past. Pleas, xliv. ii, On his noddle darkely 
flamyng Was set Saturne. . 2642 French Distill, v. 1x651} 
139 Melt it not, one!/ let it darkly glow. X794 Southey 
Sonn. viii, How darkly o’er yon far-off mountain frowns The 
gather’d tempest! <21835 Mrs. Hemans Poems , Modern 
Greece, The river’s darkly-rolling wave, 2843 Mrs. Brown- 
ing To Flush iii, Darkly brown thy body is. 

3. In a gloomy, frowning, ominous manner. 

1594 Shaks. Rich. Ill, i. iv. 175 How darkly, and how 

deadly dost thou speake ! x6ox — • Twel. N. 11. i. 4 My 
starres shine darkely ouer me- 1824 Byron Corsair 1. ix, 
His frown of hatred darkly fell. 1837 Hawthorne Twice 
Told T. (2851) I. v. 76 The men of iron shook their heads 
and frowned so darkly, that the revellers looked up. 

4. In an obscure, vague, or mysterious manner. 

2377 Langl. P. PL B. x. 372 Where dowel is, or dobet 

derkelich je shewen. c 1450 Merlin 53, I - . will speke . . so 
derkly that they shul not vndirstonde what I sey. 2576 
Fleming Panopl. Epist . 213 This booke was . . written of 
sett purpose very darkely. 1840 Mrs. Norton Dream i 51 
Darkly-worded spells. 1889 Jessopp Coming of Friars i. 3 
Because he spoke so darkly, men listened all the "more eagerly. 

5. With obscure vision ; dimly, blindly. 

c 2430 Pilgr. Lyf Manhode 11. lvii. (1869] 98 Sum time 
thou shalt se me thikkeliehe and derkliciie. 1526 Pilgr. 
Per f. (W. de W. 1531) 185 In this lyfe we se and knowe 
god but confusely or derkly, as it were by a glasse. 2732 
Pope Ess. Man 11. 4 A being darkly wise, and ruddy great. 
2875 Jowett Plato (ed. 2) I. 427 Are not we.. seeking to 
discover that which Socrates in a glass darkly foresaw? 
Da*rkly, a. rare . [-LY 1 : cf. sickly.] Dark- 
looking, somewhat dark. 

2832 Clare Vill. Minstr. II. 52 Sweet tiny flower of 
darkly hue. 

Da-rkmans. Thieves' cant. [f. Dark a. ; the 
second element occurs also in trackmans a hedge, 
lightmans the day, etc.] The night. 

2567 Harman Caveat 85, I couched a hogshead in a 
Skypper this darkemans. 1611 Dekker Roaring Girle 
Wks. 1873 III. 216 With all whom I’le tumble this next 
darkmans in the strommel, a 2700 B.JE, Diet. Cant. Crew, 
Darkmans- Budge . . one that slides into a House in the 
Dusk, to let in.. Rogues to rob. 2737 Bacchus 4 Venus, 
Each Darkmans I pass in an old shady Grove. 1815 Scott 
Guy M. xxviii, Men were men then, and fought other in the 
open field, and there was nae milling in the darkmans. 

Darkness (darkms). [OE. deorenes, - nys , f. 
de.orc Dark a. + -nes, - ms , -nys, -ness.] The 
quality or state of being dark. 

1. Absence or want of light (total or partial). 

a 1050 De Vitiis in Liber Scvitill. (1889) 228 On hyssere swa 
micelre deorenysse. c 1320 Cast. Love 1706 Another peyne 
they shull have of derknes. c 1385 Chaucer L. G. W, Prol. 
95 MS. Gg) And clothede was the flour . . ffor derknesse of the 
nyht. c 1440 Promp. Parv. 121 Dyrkenesse, obscuriias. 
2508 Fisher Wks. (1876) 50 Bytwene the shvnynge lyght 
and black derknes. 1667 Milton P. L. i. 63 No light, but 
rather darkness visible Serv’d only to discover sights of woe. 
2860 Tyndall Glac. 1. xxv. 188 An aperture through which 
the darkness of the chasm was rendered visible. 

2. The quality of being dark in shade or colour. 
C 1374 Chaucer Booth. 1 . i. 5 pe wiche clones a darkenes of 

a forleten and disposed elde had[del duskid and dirked. 
1413 Lydg. Pilgr. Sowle n. Hx. (1859^ 57 The fyre taketh 
smoke and derkenesse of the mater to whichehe is conioyned. 
2828 Shelley Laon xu, xxxii. 7 The glossy darkness of 
her streaming hair. 1856 Rukkin Mod. Paint . IV. v. xviii. 
§3 Darkness mingled with colour gives the delight of its 
depth and power, 

3. Want of sight ; blindness. 

C1374 Chaucer Troy Ins iv. 272 Ende I wil as Edlppe in 
derknesse My sorowfull lifF. 2568 Turner Herbal hi. 6 
The Ii tie filmes that go over the eyes, wherof darknes doth 
rise. 2842 Tennyson Godiva 70 His eyes, before they had 
their will, Were shriveU’d into darkness in his head. 

4. Jg, a. The want of spiritual or intellectual 
light; esp. common in biblical imagery. 

Kingdom, power of darkness : the empire of evil. Prince 
of darkness : Satan. 

c 2340 Cursor M. 17881 (Trin.’i po folk in dedly derkenes 
stad pis jrete lr 5 t made hem glad. 2382 Wyclif Col. 1 13 
The which delyuerde vs fro the power of derknisses. 2526 
Pilgr, Perf. (W. de W. 2531} 4 The prynce of derknes,. 
ourgoostly ennemy the deuytl. 2532 Tindale Exp. 1 John 1 5 
All that lyue m ignoraunce are called darknesse. 2654 
Whitlock Zootomia 240 A second famous Leader under the 
Prince of Darknesse. 1722 Addison Sped. No. 419 ? 5 The 
Darkness and Superstition of later Ages. 2766 Forpyck 
Serm. Yng. Worn. (1767) II. viii. 6 The powers of darkness 
. .concur. . in misleading. 2871 Morlky Voltaire (1886) 229 
They [the clergy] were. . the incarnation of the average dark- 
ness of the hour* 

b. Absence of the ‘light’ of life; death. 

1388/ Wyclif Job x. 21 Befor that Y go. .to the derk lend, 
and hind with the derkness of deth. 2535 Coverd. Job x. 
22 To that londe of dareknesse & shadowe of death. 2603 
Shaks. Meas.for M. ut. i. 14 If I must die, I will encounter 


darknesse as a bride, And hugge it in mine armes. Mod. 
The darkness of tlie tomb. 

5. Gloom of sorrow, trouble, or distress. 

*1645 Howell Lett. (2650) I. 242 There is some dark- 
ness happened betwixt the two favourites. 2822 Shelley 
Bigotry’s Victim iii. 7 The darkness of deepest dismay. 

0. A condition or environment which conceals 
from sight, observation, or knowledge ; obscurity ; 
concealment, secrecy. 

1382 Wyclif Matt.x. 27 That thing that Y say to 3011 in 
derenessis, saye ^ee in the ligt. 1543-4 Act 35 Hen, VIII, 
c 1 The vaile of darcknes of the vsurped power, .of the see 
and bishoppes of Rome. 1601 Shaks. Twel. A . v. i. 156 To 
vnfold, though lately we intended To keepe in darkenesse, 
what occasion now Reueales. 1692 E. Walker Epictetus * 
Mor. (2737) ‘To the Author’, Truth’s still in darkness un- 
discovered, 2869 Freeman A arm. Conq . s 1876) 1 1 L xii. 253, 

I found the question wrapped in darkness. *889 J . Corbett 
Monk xiii. 191 This formidable figure that had arisen so 
suddenly and with such mystery, this man of darkness 
[Monk]. 

7 . Obscurity of meaning. 

2553 T. Wilson Rhet. (1580) 165 Poetical! Clerkes .. de- 
lightyng muche in their owne darckenesse. a 1568 Ascham 
Scholem. (Arbh 156 l‘he vse of old wordes is not the greatest 
cause of Salustes rouchnes and darknesse. 1666 Boyle 
Orig. Formes QuaL, Apt to occasion much darknesse 
and difficulty in our enquiries into the things themselves, 
<22715 Burnet Own Time (18231 I. 279 He preached and 
prayed often himself, but with so peculiar a darkness. 

f Da*rksbip. Obs. nonce-wd. [Sec -shir.] The 
personality of one who is dark. 

2707 E. Ward Hud. Rediv, (1715)11. 7 That Ids Darksltlp 
[i.e. a devil] was unable To terrify an English Rabble.. 
Darksome (da\tks#m), a. [f. Dark sb. f 
-some : cf. toilsome .] 

1 . Characterized (more or less’ by darkness ; 
somewhat dark or gloomy. Now chiefly a poetic 
synonym of dark, of vaguer connotation. 

1530 P ai.sc; r. 309/2 Darkesorne, tenebreux. 2549 6z Stern- 
hold & H. Ps. cxxxvi. 9 And Starres that doe appeare l'o 
guide the darksome night. 1667 Milton P. I. tt, 973 By 
constraint Wandring this darksome desart. 2728 Rowe tr, 
Lucan 357 She seeks the Sh p’s deep darksom Hold below. 
2848 M. Arnold Sick King Bokhara, Alone and in a dark* 
some place Under some mulberry-trees 1 found A little pool 

2 . Somewhat dark in shade or colour ; sombre. 
1615 G. Sandys Trav . 73 He hath a little haire on his 

vpper lip . . of a darksom color. 1667 Milton P. L. xii. 185 
A darksom Cloud of Locusts swarming down. 1807 
Wordsw, White Doe iv. 56 With pine and cedar spreading 
wide Their darksome boughs on every side. 2879 Dixon 
Windsor I. i. 2 Darksome clump, and antique lower. 

3 . Jg. a. Characterized by obscurity of meaning. 
1574 tr. Marlorat's Apocalips 1 To the Fathers of old® 

tyme, Daniels vision seemed moste darkesorne. *597-8 III*. 
Hai.l Sat. m. Prol., Whose words were short, and darksome 
was their sense. x6*6 Bacon Sylva § 900 Paracelsus and some 
darksome authors of Magic. *2838 C, Sumner Mem. Left, 
{1878) L 379 The darksome notes and memoranda which h t 
made on the margin of the volumes he read. 

b. Characterized by gloom, sadness, or cheerless* 
ness. 

1649 Roberts Claris Bibl. ii. 24 All my darksome doublings 
fled away. 27x9 D’Urfey Pills [ityudY. 109 It is a darksome 
Passion. 2828 Carlyle Mise. (1857) I. *99 His darksome, 
drudging childhood and youth., a 1845 BmnCftm'Swam 
iv. In darksome fears They weep and pine away* 

C. Morally of dark character. 

1880 M Cakthy Own Times IV. Ixvii, 53a Some' rather 
darksome vices, .prove their existence in the character. 
Hence Ua*r ksomcness , darkness, obscurity* 

1572 Golding Calvin on Ps, xviii 12 Darksomness* of. 
water. 2583 — Calvin on Dent, xiii* 248 ' Let vs not charge 
it [God’s truth] with darksomenesse. a 164® Sir W. Mon- 
son Naval Tracts v. 495/2 The Darksomness of the Night. 

Bar&y, darkey (dauki). [f. Dark a. + -y, 
dim. and appellative ; cf. Blacky,] 

1 . The night, slang. 

2789 G. Parker Life’s Painter 124 (Farmer* Bless your, 
■eyes and limbs.. I don’t come here every darkey. 

'R. Bur rowks Death of Socrates in Re/. Father Promt 
(i860) 269 Then at darkey we waked 1 dm in clover. 

2. A dark-lantern, slang. 

281a J. H. Vaux Flash Did., Darky, 'a dark lanthorn. 
1838 Dickens O. 'Twist xxii, .‘Crape,, keys, centre-bits* 
darkies— nothing forgotten? * inquired Toby, 

3 . A negro, a blacky, colloq. Abo at t rib. 

1840 R. H. Dana Befi Mast xxxiii xao The darkey tried 
to butt him, 2883 Century Mag. XX VI 1 . 13a 'The manners 
■ of a corn-field, darky, . 18R1 t$tk Cent. Feb.” 246 A coffin . of 
curious darkey workmanship. • 

4 . A blind man. dial. 

2807 J. Stagc Poems 244 A darky glaum’d her hy the hip. 
Darling (daulirj), sb, and a. Forms: 1-3 
deorling, (1 dior-, dir-, dyrling), 1-6 derliog, 
(4-6 derlinge, -yng(e), 2-4 durling, -yng, 5-6 
darlyng(e, 6 darlinge, 6- darling ; also 3 deore- 
ling, 3-6 dereling, -yng, 4 -6 deer(e)ling, -yng, 
6-8 dearling, (6 -inge, -yng(e). [DE. deoriing, 
dierling, deriv. of dear Dear : see -ling. Thence 
ME. dereling, derling, which subset], became dar- 
ling, as usual with er followed by a consonant 5 but 
the analytical dere-ling, dear-ling also continued 
in partial use till the iSth c. or later, as a dialectal 
or nonce-form,] 

1- A person who is very dear to another; the 
object of a person's love ; one clearly loved* Com- 
monly used as a term of endearing address. 
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DART, 


c 888 K. jElfred Boeth. xxxix. § io Se godcunda anweald 
^efri}>ode his diorlingas [w. r. deorlingas]. C897 — Gregory's 
Past. 1 . 393 Bi Dauide oaem Godes dirlinge. c 1000 vElfric 
Horn. (Thorpe) I. 58 (Bosw.) Johannes se Godspellere, 
Cristes dyrling. a 1200 Moral Ode 385 Crist seal one beon 
inou alle his durlinges. c 1350 Will. Palerne 1538 Sweting 
welcome ! Mi derwor^e derling. 1388 Wyclif Song Sol. i. 
13 My derlyng is to me a duster of cipre tre. ? a 1400 
Chester Plays m. 372 And now farewell my darling deere. 
1562 J. Heywood Prov. $ Epigr. (1867) 65 It is better to be 
An olde mans derlyng, than a yong mans werlyng. 2583 
Stanyhurst Mneis ii. < Arb.) 63 Flee, fle, my sweet darling. 
1714 Gay Sheph. Week v. no While on her Dealing’s Bed 
her Mother sate. 2842 Tennyson Gardener's Dau. 272 
The idol of my youth, The darling of my manhood. 1859 
— Merlin fy V. 395 Answer, darling, answer, no. 

+ b. A favourite, a minion. Obs. 
c 888 K. Alfred Boeth. xxvii. § 2 3 if Se licodehis dysfo. . 
swa wel swa his dysegum deorlingum dyde. a 1400-50 
Alexander 3442 An aid derling of Darius was duke made 
of pers. 1530 Palsgr. 213 1 Derlyng, a man, mignon. 
1548 Hall Chron. (1809) 219 The Quenes dearlynge 
William Duke of Suflfolke. 1579 J. Stubbes Gaping Gulf 
E viij, The king, .had like to haue marred al, by lauishing 
out a word hereof to one of hys deerelyngs. a 1719 
Addison (J.), She became the darling of the princess. 

c. The favourite in a family, etc. 

c 1330 R. Brunne Chron , (1810) 50 Knoute of his body gate 
sonnes )>re. .Knoute lufed [Harald] best, he was his derlyng. 
2675 Art Contentm. iv, § 9 The most discountenanc'd 
child oft makes better proof, than the dearling. 1722 
Arbuthnot John Bull in, ii, John was the darling! He 
had all the good bits, 

d. One meet to be much loved, a lovable 
creature, a 1 pet’. 

1799 Southey King- of Crocodiles n, Six young Princes, 
darlings all, Were missing. 2863 Miss Braddon Eleanor's 
Viet. (1878) iii. 23 His duty towards those innocent darlings. 
2864 Kingsley in Lifexxi. (1879) II. 173 With every flock 
of sheep and girls are one or two enormous mastiffs . . They 
are great darlings, and necessary against bear and wolf. 

2. transf. and fig. a. of persons, as the darling 
of the people, etc. 

c 1205 Lay. 6316 Alfred he king, Englelondes deorling. Ibid. 
25576 pa spac Angel he king, Scottene deorling. 1548 Udall, 
etc. Erasm. Par. Luke Pref. 8 Wantons and derelynges 
of fortune. *6x5 Bacon Adv, Learn. 11. xxiii. § 36 Augustus 
Caesar. . when he was a dearling of the Senate. 1639 Fuller 
Holy War (1640) 2 A prince so good, that he was styled 
the Darling of mankind. 1702 Eng. Theophrast. 193 
Fortune turns.. every thing to the advantage of her Dar- 
lings. 1875 Stubbs Const. Hist. III. xxi. 508 Henry V was, 
as he deserved to be, the darling of the nation, 
b. of things. 

c 2430 Hymns Virg. (1867) 25 Loue is goddis owne der- 
linge. 1577 tr, BtUlingers Decades (15921 303 Where God 
is, there also is Patience his derling which he nourisheth, 
2604 Shaks. Oth. in. iv. 66 Take heede on't, Make it a 
Darling, 1 ike your precious eye. 2750 G. H ughes Barbadoes 
Pref. 1 'Then Oratory became their darling. 2870 Emerson 
Soe. < 5 -Soli*,, Work * Days Wks. (Bohn) III. 67 Trade, 
that pride and darling of our Ocean. 

, t 3 . A name for a variety of apple. Ohs. 

2586 Cogan Haven Health (1636} 101 The best Apples 
..are Pepins, Costards. .Darlings, and such other. 

4 . Comb , as darling-like adj. (nonce-wdi). 

2873 Browning Red Cott. Nt.-cap 835 Her figure? some- 
what small and darlinglike. 

B. adj. [attrib. use of sbi] Dearly loved, very 
dear ; best-loved, favourite, a. of persons. 

[1509 Hawes Past. Pleas, xvi. lxxii, Dyane derlyng pale 
as any leaded 2596 Spenser P. Q. iv. Frol, v, Bred infant, 
Venus dearling dove. 2667 Milton P. L. ii, 373 His 
darling Sons, 1736 W. Thompson Epithalamium xiv. 9 
Our dearling prince. 2819 Shelley Cyclops 246 My darling 
little Cyclops. 2849 Dickens Dav. Copp. xxxii, My un- 
changed love is with my darling child, 
b. of things. 

c 1600 Shaks. Bonn, xviii. 3 Rough winds do shake the 
darling buds of May. 2645 Fuller Good Th. in Bad T. 

. <1841; 64 To acknowledge my darling faults. 2701 W.Wotton 
Hist, Rome , Marcus i. 7 Philosophy was his darling Study, 
1799 Coleridge Devil's Thoughts vi, The Devil did grin, 
for his darling . sin . Is pride that . apes ' humility. 2848 
Macaulay Hist. Eng. I. xoi A. few. enthusiasts.. were bent 
on pursuing, .their.. darling phantom of a republic. 

Hence \nonce-wdsi) BaTling* v. trans., to address 
as * darling’ ; Da*rlingly adv . ; DaTlingness. 

. 2888 Lady V. Sandars Bitter Repent. Ill, ii. 25 They 
still darlinged and deared each other as heretofore, especially 
in the presence of others. 2873 Browning Red Cott. Nt.- 
cap x6co Writing letters; daily,.' duly read As darlingly she 
hands them to myself. 2875 — A ristopk. A pol. Wks. XIII, 

' .30. Right they named you .. some, rich name .. Kallistion ? 
Phabion for the darlingness ? . ' 

Darloch, var. of Doelach. 

' Darn ((Iain's, v. Forms:. 7-8 dem, deam, 7- 

■ darn ; ■ 9 Sc. dem, .{Derivation unknown. 

Tbe : verb appears about 1600, and becomes at once quite 
common : it may be that this particular way of 'repairing 
a hole or rent was then introduced. ' The ■ form suggests 
relationship to 'B ern (later darn\ secret, hidden, and its 
verb dem, darn to conceal, put out of. sight; but satis- 
factory connecting links between the two have not yet 
been found. On the other hand the Celtic derivation sug- 

■ gested by Wedgwood .is absolutely inadmissible. Welsh 
darn 1 piece, fragment'" has no association with' darning or 
mending m any' way, and the sense * patch * given by Owen 
.'Pughe is correct only in the sense that a "piece.'' may be 
used to patch. . .The Welsh damio Mason would mean 1 to 
cut. a stocking to pieces" with a knife i? "to 'dam a stocking" 
is creithio hosan. ■ (D. Silvan Evans, and Prof, Rhfs.) ' ' 

tram. To mend (clothes, etc,, esp. stockings) by 
filling-in a hole or rent with yam or thread inter- 


woven so as to form a kind of texture. (This is 
done with a darning-needle j) 
c 1600 Q. Eliz. Househ. Bk. in Housek, Ord. (1790) 294 
The Serjant hath for his fee, all the coverpannes, drinking 
towells, and other linen clothe . . that are darned. 2603 
Holland Plutarch's Mor. 783 (R.j For spinning, weaving, 
derning and drawing up a rent. 26x1 Cotgr., Rentraire 
. . to draw, dearne, or sow vp a rent in a garment. 1697 
Lond. Gaz, No. 3303/4 Breeches darned with Worsted at 
the Knees. 27x0 Steele Tailer No. 245 r 2 Four Pair 
of Silk-Stockings curiously derned. 1836 Mrs. Carlyle 
Lett. I. 63 The holes in the stair-carpet all darned. 2881 
Besant & Rice Chapl. of Fleet 11. iii. (1883) 135 His grey 
stockings were darned with blue worsted. 

absol. 2720 Gay Poents (1745^ I. 233, I can sow plain- 
work, I can dam and stitch. 2875 Plain Needlework 18 
The machine is not yet invented which can patch or darn. 
fig. 1642 Milton Church Govt. vi. (1851) 128 To dearn up 
the rents of schisme by calling a councell. 

b. To thread one’s way in and out between 
obstacles. 

2890 Blackw. Mag. No. 897. 9/1 Lithe bodies ., darning 
themselves out and in of the many-coloured seething crowd. 
Darn, sb. [f. Darn vi\ The act or result of 
darning ; a hole or rent mended by darning. 

1720 Lond. Gaz. No. 5868/9, 2.. Muslin Apron, with a 
large Darn in the Bottom. 2852 Beck’s Florist 40 Then 
shed, .wash my linen, or put a patch here and a darn there. 
2879 Miss Bird Rocky Mount . L 245 One pair of stockings, 
such a mass of darns that hardly a trace of the original 
wool remains. 

Darn, var. of Dern a. and v. 

Darn, Dar nation, Darned, perversions of 
Damn, Damnation, Damned, in profane use. 
(Chiefly U.S .) 

1837-40 Hauburton Clockm. (1862^ 29, I guess they are 
pretty considerable superfine darned fools. Ibid. (1872) 02 
Darn it all, jit fairly makes my dander rise. 1844 John 
Chawbacon ii. in Halliwell Diet. (1865) I. p. xv, I’ll be 
darn’d if I know. 2848 Lowell Biglcnv P. 1. xiii, Ef you’re 
arter folks o’ gumption, You’ve a darned long row to hoe. 
2862 H. Kingsley Ravenskoe vi. (D. , My boy.. was lost 
in a typhoon in the China sea; dam they lousy typhoons ! 

Darned (damd), ppl. a. [f. Darn vX\ Mended 
by darning. 

2628 Wither Brit. Rememb. v. 1019 Peec’d, and neatly 
dearned. 2838 Dickens O. Twist iv, A suit of thread-bare 
black, with darned cotton stockings. 2847 Ld. Lindsay 
Chr. Art l. 137 A piece of darned and faded tapestry. 

Darnel (daunel). Forms: 4-5 dernel, 5 
dernal, -eil, darnelle, -ylle, -ail, 6 dern ell, (der- 
nolde), 6-7 darnell, -all, 4-- darnel. [Occurs also 
in the Walloon dialect of Rouchy, * darnelle, ivraie, 
lolium temulentum ’ ; ulterior history unknown.] 

1 . A deleterious grass, Lolium temulentum, which 
in some countries grows as a weed among corn. 

Known first as the English name for the lolium of the 
Vulgate : see Cockle sb. 1 2. The grass is now rare in Eng- 
land, but appears to have been much more common formerly 
when seed-corn was largely imported from the Mediter- 
ranean regions, where the weed abounds. It is now held to 
be deleterious only when infested by ergot, to which it is 
particularly liable. 

c 2325 Metr. Horn. 145 Than com his fa, and seu riht thare 
Darnel, that esan iuel wede. c 2340 Cursor M. 1138 (Fairfl) 
hi quete darnel [Cott . , GSH. zizanny, Trin. cokul] sal hit 
be. 1382 Wyclif Matt. xiii. 25. c 1440 Promp. PartK 119 
Dernel, a wede, zizania , lollium . 1523 Fitzherb. Hush. 

1 20 Demolde groweth vp streyght lyke an hye grasse, and 
hath longe sedes on eyther syde the stert. . 257a J. Jones 
Bathes Bucks tone 5 b, Some darnell is crepte in amongest the 

f ood come. 2605 Shaks. Lear iv. iv. 5. 1697 Dkyijen Virg. 

y ast. v. 56 Oats and Darnel choak the rising Corn. 274a 
Lond. Country Brew. 1. (ed, 4) 10 Darnel is a rampant 
Weed and grows much among some Barley, especially in 
the bad Husbandman's Ground. 1799 Med. Jrnl. II. 106 
Externally applied, darnel is said to produce anodyne 
properties. . 2833 Tennyson Poems 3 Then let wise Nature 
work her will And on mv clay her darnels grow, 

b. Sometimes used as a book-name of fbe genus 
Lolium . Red darnel : Rye-grass, L. perenne. 

2647 Fuller Good Th. in Worse 71(1841) 209 There is 
a kind of darnel, called lolium murinnm, 1794 Martyn 
Rousseau's Bot. xiii. 143 Lolium or Darnel, has a one- 
leaved involucre containing one flower only. 

2 . Loosely * applied to Papaver khceas, or some 
other corn-field poppy * (Britten & Holland). 

2612 Drayton Poly-olk xv. (R.), The crimson darnel 
flower, the blue-bottle and gold. 

3 . fig. Cf. Cockle, Tares. 

2444 Pol. Poems (Rolls) II. 2x6 Nor of thy lounge be nat 
rekkelees, Uttre nevir no darnel, with good corn. 1563-87 
Foxe A . <$* M. (1684) III. 501 The detestable darnel of 
desperation. 2590 H. Barrow Brief Discern. 3 [Satan] 
sowing bis darnel of errors and tares of discord amongst 
them. . a 1640 J. Ball Answ. to Can ii, (2642} 12 A gratae 
of good corne in a great deale of darnell. 

attrib. 2868 Lowell Under Willems vi. No darnel fancy 
Might choke one useful blade in .Puritan fields. 

4 . attrib and Comb., as darnel-like adj. 

2602 Holland Pliny II. 144 Darnell flo-ure laid too, with 
Oxymell, cureth the gout c 2620 Z. Boyd Zion's Flowers 
(1855) 73 , 1 dizzy am as fed with Damall seed©. 2834 Brit. 
Husk L 51 x Festuca loliacea , or darnel-like fescue. 

Darner (da-mar), [-kr.] 

1 . One who darns. 

'■ ^ 2622 Cotgr,, Reatmimr, a Seamster. .or Dearner. 2837 
Hr, Martineau Soc. Amer. Ill, x 49 The humble stocking- 
darner. 2842 Lane Arab. Nis. III. 277. He took [the veui 
forth from the shop, and gave it to the darner. 

2 . A darning-needle. 

2882 in Caulfield & Sawakd Diet. Needlework. 


Darn ex, darnick, obs. forms of Dornick. 
Daming (dauniq), vbl. sb. [-ing L] 

1 . The action or process of filling up a hole in a 
fabric with thread or yam in interwoven stitches ; 
the result of such mending. 

2621 Cotgr., Rentraicture. .adearning. 2720 Lond. Gaz. 
No. 5868/9, 2 long Muslin Apron ... the middle flourished 
with Sprigs of true Darning. 1883 Mrs. Raven's Tempt. 

I. 212 Charity usually dkl her darnings and mendings in 
her own apartment. 2886 B. C. Saward in Honsetvife 1. iv, 
209/1 To understand grafting, patching, Swiss darning, 
ladder darning, and corner darning, as well as plain darning. 

b. fig. ( — 1 Threading ’ one’s way in and out.) 

2882 Mrs. Holman Hunt Childr. Jerus, 114 Phoebe, .made 
her way by a darning process up to. .the official dignitary. 

2 . Articles darned or to be darned. 

Mod. The week’s darning lay on the table. 

3 . Comb., as darning work ; darning-ball, -last, 
an egg-shaped or spherical piece of wood, ivory or 
other hard substance, over which a fabric is 
stretched while being darned ; darning-needle, 
a long and stout needle used in darning ; darning- 
stitch, a stitch used in darning which imitates the 
texture of the fabric darned, 

2722 Shaftesb. Ckarac. (2737) I II. 265 The gouty joints 
and darning-work . . by which, complicated periods are so 
curiously strung, or hook'd on, one to another. 2848 Hor. 
Smith Idler upon town 54 This case . . containing two 
bodkins and a darning needle, 

Darnix, darnock, obs. forms of Dornick. 
Baroga* darogha (darffwga). Anglo- Ind. 
Also 7 daruga, derega, droga, droger, 7-8 de~ 
roga, 8 daronga. [a. Pers. and Urdu 
ddroghah , contr. tkjfi drogliah governor, overseer.] 

A governor, superintendent, chief officer, head of 
police or excise. Under the Mongols, the Governor 
of a province or city, but in later times gradually 
degraded. 

1634 Sir T. Herbert Trav. (2638) 132 The Daraguad in 
person came. 266a J. Davies tr. Olearind Voy. A mbass. 
232 The Baily, or Judge of the City, whom they call 
Daroga. 2753 Hanway Trav. (17621 II. xv. ii. 4x3 Orders 
being given to the darougas. .not to let any one pass. 181$ 
JElphinstone Caubul (1842) II, 265 The Darogha of the 
Bazars fixed prices, and superintends weights and measures. 
189a Daily News 19 July 7/3 The official .. sent it off to 
Gwalior by a daroga. 

Darr, obs. form of Dare vP 
Darraign, -rain e, -rayne, -reinfe, -reyne, 
etc., var. of Deraign Obs. 

t Darrein, a. Old Law. [a. OF. darrain, 
derrein (still in various F, dialects dcrain. darain , 
etc. ~ F. dertiier) late L, *de-retrdnus hinder, L 
de retro (whence F. derriere) behind.] 

Last, ultimate, final ; = Dernieil Darrein pre- 
sentment : the last presentation to an ecclesiastical 
benefice (as a proof of the right to present) : see 
quot. 3 760. Darrein resort ; = dernier ressort. 

[tzc/pt Britton iv. i, De assise .de Dreyn Present. ■ Ibid. 
iv. xii. § 5 Si le derreyn verdit soit contrarie al premer.] 
1*55 Act 1 Mary and Sess. c. 5 Any writ of assise of darren 
presentment. 2672 W. de Biiitaink Interest Eng, Dutch 
War 9 War is the darrein resort of every wise and good 
Prince. 2760 Burn EccL Law I. 26 Darrein presentment 
is a writ which lieth, where a man or his ancestor hath? 
presented a clerk to a church, and afterwards (the church be- 
coming void by the death of the said • clerk or 1 otherwise) ' 
a stranger presen teth his clerk to the same church, in dis- 
turbance of him who had last . . presented, 2833 Act 3-4 
Will. IV, c. 27 § 36 And be it further enacted, That no.'. . 
Writ of Assize of novel disseisin. .Darrein-presentment, .or 
Mort d’ancestor. .shall lie brought after the Thirty-first Day 
of December One thousand eight hundred 'and thirty-four. . 
Darse, obs. var. of Dace, a fish, 

Darst(e, obs. pa. indie, of Dare vJ 
Dart (dart), sb Also 4-6 darfce, 7 Sc. dairt. 
[a. OF. dart, accus of darz, dars. in 35th c. dard 
*= Pr. dart, Sp. and It. dar do . 1 
1 . A pointed missile weapon thrown by the band ; 
a light spear or javelin'; also applied to pointed 
missiles m general, including' arrows, etc.".' 

c 2324 Guy IVartv. iA.) 3488 Launces, swerdes, anddartes. 
C2330 R» Brunne Chr on. (2810) 278 A darte was schot to. 
hem, bot non wist who Rschete, c 1400 Desir. Troy 10548 
Parys cast at the kyng . . pre dwttes, . not Coverdale 
Prov. xxvi. 18 As one.'Shuteth deadly arowes and dartes, •. 
*66 « J. Davies tr. ■MemdeMds Trav » 11, 256 They ".use:- no ■ 
other Arms than the Dart,' (which they cast, .dexterousiy 1 *. 
*718 Pore Iliad tv. six. 'The '.'sounding ..darts., in iron, tem- 
pests flew. 1840 Thirlwall ' Greece' vll. 7 After a ■'■.short 
siege, he ■ was killed by' a dart from an' engine. ■' 

*>. fig. 

2382 Wycijf Mpk»M. 1 6 -'The firy dartis of. thev wowte 
enmye. *509 , Hawes Past. ' Pleas. ■ xu. i, Beth with - his 
darte arest me sodenly. ■ *664 Evelyn Kal. H'orL (2729) 
201 The too- parching Darts of the Sun, ■ 2764 Goldsm, 
Tmv.mx Love’s and friendship’s finely pointed dart.'' a 1839 
Pa aid Poems (*864)' II. 259 The lightning’s vivid dart, ■ 
c. transf. A kind of eel-spear (see quot. 1883) > 
a. needle-shaped -piece;, of caustic /used in siugery; 
•f* a representation of a dart or arrow usedTo^/mark 
direction on a drawing, etc, (obs,) ; 'the tongue, or 
spear of fiame produced bv a blowpipe. ' 

2784 Specif Waifs Patent ko. 243a, 9 Die direction of 
motion of these, .wheels Is shown by the darts, ; xSxdAcou'Hl 


DABT, 


Ckem. Tests (18x8) 174 Expose it to the flame of a blowpipe 
dart. 1876 tr. Ziemssen's Cycl , Med. IV. 80 Darts of equal 
parts of iodine and iodide of potassium prepared with 
dextrine and made as fine as Carlsbad needles, are used^ . . 
with success in the treatment of. .hypertrophied tonsils. 
1883 G. C. Davies Norfolk Broads xxxi. (1884) 244 The 
spear in use on the Ant and Thurne is the dart, and is made 
with a cross-piece, with barbed spikes set in it like the 
teeth of a rake. 

2. Zool. An organ resembling a dart : spec. a. 
The sting of a venomous insect, scorpion, etc., or 
that part which pierces the skin, b. A dart-like 
organ in some gastropods, having an excitatory 
function (see dart-sac in $>. 

1665 Hooke Microgr. 163 The Sting* of a Bee.. I could 
most plainly perceive. ,to_ contain in it, both a Sword or 
Dart, and the poisonous liquor that causes the pain, 1768 
Beattie Minstr. 1. x, It poisons like a scorpion's dart, i860 
Hawthorne Mark Faun xx, His [a. demon’s] scaly tail, 
with a poisonous dart at the end of it ! 1861 Hulme tr. 
Moquin-Tandon ir. hi. ii._ 84 Their [snails'] generative 
organs . . contain a copulative pouch, the dart enclosed in 
a sac. 1888 Rollestqn & Jackson Anim. Life 128. Ibid. 
48r Some Pulmonata and certain species of Doris possess 
a dart, attached in the former to the female, in the latter to 
the male, duct. 

3. Dress-making. A seam joining the two edges 
left by cutting a gore in any stuff. 

1884 Dress Cutting Assoc. Circular, To sew the Darts for 
Breast Plaits) commence at the top, holding both edges 
even for one inch. 1893 _ Weldon’s Ladies' Jml. XIV. 
252/3 The shape is fitted with hip darts. 

4. A name for the snake-like lizards of the genus 
Acontias (formerly supposed to be venomous 
serpents) from their habit of darting upon their 
prey ; « dart-serpent , -snake (see 8 ). 

1591 Percivall Sp. Diet., Tiro , a caste, dart, also a ser- 
pent called a dart . . Acontias. 1607 Topsell Serpents 
(1608) 696. 1635 Swan Spec. M. <1670) 440 The Dart taketh 
his name from his swift darting or leaping upon a man to 
wound and kill him, 

f 5. The fish otherwise called Dace or Dare. 

1655 Moufet & Bennet Health's Improv. (174 6) 271 
Daces or Darts, or Dares, be of. - good Nourishment, 
b. Short for dart-moth : see 8 . 

0 . [f. the vb.] The act of darting; a sudden 
rapid motion. 

1731 R. Bradley Whs. Hat. 71 The first Dart they make 
at any thing, c 1850 Arab. Nts. (Rtldg.) 306 A bird made 
a sudden dart from the air upon it. 1867 Trollope Chron, 
Barset II. It. 87 She rose quickly, .and prepared herself for 
a dart at the door. 

b. The act of casting a dart or pointed missile ; 
the range within which it may be thrown. 

1839 T, Beale Spe>m Whale 180 With their harpoons 
held above their heads ready for the dart. ibid. 182 The 
whale continuing to descend the moment either of the boats 
got within dart of him. 

7. Australian slang. Flan, aim, scheme. 

1887 Farrell How he died 20 Whose * dart’ was to ap- 
pear the justest steward that ever hiked a plate round. 
1889 Boldrewood Robbery under Arms (1890) 29 The 
great dart is to keep the young stock away from their 
mothers until they forget one another. 1890 Melbourne 
Argus 9 Aug. 4/2 When I told them of my ‘dart’ some 
were contemptuous. 

8 , Comb., as dart-caster; dart-holding ; -shaped , 
-wounded adjs. ; dart-moth, a moth of the genus 
Agrolis, so called from a mark on the fore wing ; 
dart-sac, a hollow structure connected with the 
generative organs of some gastropods, from which 
the darts (2 b) are ejected ; dart-serpent, dart- 
snake, a snake-like lizard of the genus Acontias 
( = Dart 4 ). 

1550 N 1 colls Thucyd. 118 (R.) A certaine nomber of 
slingers^and *dart-casters. 1647 H. More Song of Soul 
hi. ixviil, No fear of Death’s *dart-holding hand. 1819 
G. Samouelle Entomol. Compend. Index, *Dart-rnoths. 1848 
Froc. Beriv. Nat. Club II. 329 A gratis segetum (the Dart 
Moth), and Agrotis exclamationis (the Heart and Dart 
Moth;. 1870 Rollf.ston Anim. Life 49 A cylindrical hollow 
muscular organ, the *dart-sac. 1607 Topsell Serpents 
(1653) 697 Suddenly there came one of these * Dart-serpents 
out of the tree, and wounded him. 1745 P. Thomas Jml. 
Anson's Voy. 338 (C. Good Hope) The Eye-Serpent ..is 
also call’d sometimes the Dart-Serpent, from its darting 
or shooting himself forward with great swiftness. 1835-6 
Todd Cycl. A nut. I. 203/1 *Dart-shaped mandibles. 1688 
J. Clayton in Phil. Frans. XVIII. 135 This I think 
may. . be referred to the ^Dart-Snakes. 1843 J. Dayman 
tr. Dante's Inferno xxiv. 154 Though punsnake, dart- 
snake, waters nake, she [Libya] boast, a 1400-50 Alexander 
225 Hire bewte bit is in his Brest., as he ware *dart-wondid. 

Dart (clait\ v. [f. Dart ski cf. F. darder 
(15 th c.) from dard.~\ 

+ 1. trans. To pierce with a dart or other pointed 
weapon ; to spear, transfix. Also fig. Obs. 

c 1374 ; Chaucer ■ Troylus • tv. ■■mo. , As the , wilde . bole , . . 
y darted to,theherte.. ; ' 1557 Totteil’s Misc , (Arb.) 234 Till 
death shall darte him for to dye*;' 1624 Capt. Suite 
Virginia, n. 32 Staues like' vnto Iauelins headed with bone. 
With these' they 'dart -fish '.swimming in the water. *632 
Lithgow Trav. x, 489 When death, .had darted King lames 
of matchles.se memory. 1748 Richardson Clarissa Wks. 
1883 VI. 159 She . . darts dead at once even the embryo hopes 
of an encroaching lover. 1752 'Bond in Phil. Trans. XLVII. 
431 [They] are 'never sure of darting a whale, till they are 
within a yard. 

2. To throw, cast, shoot (a dart or other missile). 

, '■ 1580 North Plutarch (1676) 770 'Such other Iauelins 'as 
the Romans darted at them, 1662 J. Davies tr. Mandelslds 


38 

Trav, 51 A kind of long headed Pike, which they dart with 
great exactness, 1770 Langhorne Plutarch (1879) 426/1 

He bound it fast to a javelin, and darted it over. 1839 
T. Beale Sperm Whale 161 They . . sometimes get near 
enough to dart the harpoon. 

3. transfi. and fig. To send forth, or emit, sud- 
denly and sharply ; to shoot out ; to cast (a glance) 
quickly and keenly. 

1592 Shaks. Ven. # Ad. 196 Thine eye darts forth the 
fire that burneth me. 1596 — : Tam. Shr.v. ii. 137 Dart not 
scornefull glances from those eies. 1634 Sir T. Herbert 
Trav. (1638) 1 71 The Sunne darted his outragious beames 
so full upon us. 1676 Phil. Trans. XI. 680 {Fire engine') 
The water issuing out of the tube that darts it. 1705 
Bosman Guinea (1721) 246 The Camelkm .. when a Fly 
comes in his way. .darts out his Tongue with utmost Swift- 
ness. 1:784 Cowper Task 11. 720 His gentle eye Grew 
stern, and darted a severe rebuke. 1835-6 Todd Cycl. 
Anal. I. 272/1 Darting the bill with sudden velocity into 
the water. 1852 Thackeray Esmond 1. viii, Her eyes . . 
darted flashes of anger as she spoke. # ; > 

4. intr. To throw a dart or other missile. ' ; 

2530 Palsgr. 506/2 These Yrisshe men darte best, or 

throwe a darte best of all men. 1614 Raleigh H ist. World 
n. 370 One Laodocus in darting. x66z J. Davies tr. 
Olearius* Voy. A mbass, 72 They pursue her [the whale] and 
dart two or three times more at her. 

5. To move like a dart ; to spring or start with 
a sudden rapid motion ; to shoot Also fig. 

1619 Fletcher False One 11. i. Destructions darting from 
their looks. 1782 Gibbon Deal. # F. III. 1 . 219 They dart 
away with the swiftness of the wind. 2794 Mrs. Radcliffe 
Myst, Udolpho xxvi , A thousand vague fears darted athwart 
her mind. 2852 Mrs. Stowe Uncle Tom's C. xiii, ‘ No, no 
said little Ruth, darting up. 1885 Spectator 18 July 950/1 
A deer darts out of the copse. 28 86 Rusicin Prseterita 1 . 296 
The road got level again as it darted away towards Geneva, 
t Dartars. Obs. Also darters. [Corruption 
of F. dartre : see Dartre.] A disease of sheep : 
see quots. 

2580 Well of Woman Hill, Aberdeen Aiva, It perfytlie 
curis the exteriour scabbis, wyldefyre, darteris, and vther 
filthines of the skyn. 2587 Mascall Govt. Cattle , Sheepe 
(1627)221 There is. .a certaine scab that runnes on the chinne 
which is commonly called of the shepheards the dartars. 
2726 Diet. R ust. ied. 3', Chin-scab , a Scabby Disease in 
Sheep.. commonly call’d The Darters. 2742 Compl, Fam. 
Piece in. 496 There is a certain Scab on the Chin of Lambs 
at some Seasons, occasioned by their feeding on Grass 
covered with Dew ; it is called by the Shepherds the Dartars ; 
which will kill a Lamb if not stopt. 

Darted (dauted), ppl. a. [f. Dart v. + -ED L] 
f X, Pierced with, or as with, a dart ; punctured. 
c 1374 [see Dart v. i], 1622 H . Sydenham Serm. Sol. Occ. 
11. (1037) i6r With darted bosomes and imbalmed hearts. 
2763 Collinson in Phil. Trans. LIV. 67 Several darted 
twigs [i. e. pierced by insects] were . . carefully examined, 
and opened, 

2. Thrown or shot as a dart ; sent or put forth 
suddenly and rapidly. 

2669 Dryden Tyran, Love iv. 1, A darted Mandate came 
From that great Will which moves this mighty Frame. 
X672 — Conq. Gran. 1. i, The darted Cane. <2x711 Ken 
Edmund Poet. Wks. 1721 II. 314 Darted Pray’r returns for 
darted Spight. 2859 Tennyson Vivien 935 With darted 
spikes and splinters. 

Darter (dautoj), [f. Dart v. +-er V) 

1. One who throws or shoots darts; a soldier 
armed with a dart. 

2565-73 Cooper Thesaurus s. v. Cerlus, Iaculis certus, a 
sure and cunning darter, 2580 North Plutarch (1676) 391 
Appointing his Archers and Darters to hurt, .their Darts., 
to the tops of the Houses, a 2656 Ussiier Ann. (2658) 730 
Having a strong guard of darters and stingers. 1820 Edge- 
worth Mem. I. 299 He was called Jack the Darter. He 
threw his darts. . to an amazing height. 1849 Grotb Greece 
11. iiii. VL 520 To organise either darters or ^lingers, 
fb. A harpooner. Obs. 

1724 R. Falconer Voy. (276918 The wounded Fish [dolphin] 
immediately flounces .. which the Darter observes, giving 
him Rope and Play. 

2. A person or animal that darts or moves swiftly. 
28x8 Byron Ch. Har. iv„ lxvii, The finny darter with the 

glittering scales. 

f 3. - Dart sb . 4 , dart-snake. Obs. 

2607 Topsell Serpents (1608) 696 Certain, [serpents] in 
Hungary . . do leap upon men, as these darters do. 1820 
W. Tooke tr. Lucian I. 96 Innumerable asps darters, 
cow-suckers and toads. 

4. a. English name of the genus Plotus or family 
Plotid. x of weh-footed birds of the pelican tribe, 
with long neck and small head, found in parts of 
tropical Africa and America, and in Australia ; so 
called from their way of darting on their prey. 

2825 Gore tr. Blumenbach's Nat. Hist. v. 126 Anfunga, 
the Darter. P. ventre alba 2882 Manvillk Fenn Off to 
Wilds xxx. (1888/ 210 That curious water-bird, the darter, 
swimming with its body pearly submerged, and its long, 
snaky neck, ready to dart its keen bill with almost lightning 
rapidity at the tiny fish upon which' it fed. 

h. pi. The order Jaculatores in Macgillivray’s 
classification of birds, comprising the kingfishers, 
bee-eaters, and jacamars ; from their habit of dart- 
ing upon their prey. 

5. A name for various fishes; esp. the small 
fresh-water fishes constituting the N. American 
subfamily Ethcostominx of the family Percidx, 
which dart from their retreats when disturbed. 

2884 Goode Fisheries of If. S. 427 Darters are found in all 
fresh waters of the United States east of the Rocky Moun- 
tains. 2887 C. C. Abbott Waste-Land Wand. vii. 210 There 
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was a goodly company of little darters or etheostomoxds . . 
all of one species— the common tessellated darter. 

Darting (dautig),^/. sb. [-ing L] The action 
of the verb Dart, q.v. ; throwing or shooting of 
darts, etc. ; rapid movement as of a dart, etc. 

2565-73 Cooper Thesaurus , Campus iaculatorius , a fielde 
where men exercise darting. 1626 Bacon Sylva § 944 Sudden 
Glances, and Dartings of the Eye. 1694 Acc. Sev. Late 
Voy. 11. 1x7x1) 220 Their Fishing ordinarily is darting, their 
Darts are long, strongly barbed. 1756 Mounsey in Phil. 
Trans, I. 21 Pain on the stomach, .with dartings inwardly. 
2839 T. Beale Sperm. Whale x6i They then make use of 
the lance either by darting or thrusting. 

Da’rtmg, ppl* a, [-ing -,] That darts (see 
the verb). 

1. trans. Shooting darts; shooting or casting 
forth like a dart 

2606 Shaks, Ant. 6- Cl. in. i. 1 Now darting Parthya art 
thou stroke. 2634 Milton Counts 753^ Love-darting eyes. 
C1825 Longp. Burial of Minnisink vii, With darting eye 
and nostril spread. < ^ 

2. intr. Moving or shooting swiftly like a dart. 

1664 Evelyn Kal. Hart. (1729) 297 The sudden darting 

Pleat of the Sun. 2859 Tennyson AmV/2318 They vanish’d 
panic-stricken, like a shoal Of darting fish. 

Hence Da rtingly adv. t Da'rtingmess. 

2674 N. Fairfax Bulk <$• Sdv. 129 When we give a darting- 
ness to outcasts [i. e. missiles]. 2846 W orcestkr, Dartingly ■. 

Dartle idaut’l), v. rare. [A modern dim. and 
iterative of Dart v. : cf. sparkle.] To dart or 
shoot forth repeatedly {trans. and intr.), 

1855 Browning My Star , My star that dartles the red 
and the blue. 1893 Athenaeum 18 Mar. 346/2 He. .showed 
me the chestnut logs which spit and dartle, the birch logs 
which smoke and moulder. 

Dartless, a. Without a dart. *" , 

1769 S. Paterson Another 'Trav. II. 184. 

Da*rtman. A soldier armed with a dart. 

1605 Sylvester Du Bartas n. iii. Vocation 304 Without 
an aime the Dart-man darts his speare. 2838 Thirlwall 
Greece III. xix. 98 Archers and dartmen. 

Dartoid (dautoid), a. Anal. [mod. f. Gr. 
dapr~6s Dartosp-oid.] Like or of the nature of 
the dartos. 

1872 F. G. Thomas Dis. Women fed. 3] 635 The dartoid 
sacs of the. labia majora. 2890 Thane Ellis’ Anat * led, **) 
445 The subcutaneous layer in the scrotum . . is named the 
dartoid tissue. 

j| Dartos (dautps). Anat. [mod. a. Gr. laprtn 
flayed, excoriated, verbal adj. of tupuv to flay.] 
The layer of connective and unstriped muscular 
tissue immediately beneath the skin of the scrotum. 

2634 T. Johnson Party's Ckirurg, 119 The epididymis or 
dartos. 2875 Flint Pays. Man V, 314 A loose, reddish, 
contractile tissue, called the dartos, which forms two distinct 
sacs, one enveloping each testicle. 

Dartre (dautai). [F. dartre , of doubtful ety- 
mology : see Diez, Liu re, and Diet, des Sciences 
Med. XXV. 648 . For an earlier adoption of the 
word into Eng., see Dartars.] A vague generic 
name for various skin diseases, esp. herpes ; also, 
a scab or the like formed in such diseases. 

2829 Bateman Synops. Cut an. Dis. (ed. 7) Prof. 25 The 
dartres., are said to be of seven kinds, 2834 Good Study 
Med. (ed.4) IV* 481 The proper meaning of dartre, or tetter, 
is herpes. 2843 Sir 0 . Scudamore Med, Visit GrSfinktrg 
72 Boils and 1 dartres ' formed near the seat of pain. 

Dartrcms (dautras), a. [ad. F. dartreux, f. 
dartre : see prec.] Pertaining to or of the nature 
of dartre : applied to a peculiar diathesis. 

2839-47 Todd Cycl. Anat. III. 190/2 Dartrous diseases of 
the skin. x88x Piffahd Tkerap. Skin 126/I‘he rheumic or 
dartrous diathesis, an it is called in France, is the predispos- 
ing cause, I believe, of eczema, psoriasis, and pityriasis. 
I)a*rtsman. [f. dart's,] * Dartman. 

2770 J. Ross Epitaph on Friend si (MS.) Death— dread 
dartsman l . . May strike thee sudden in life’s blooming May. 
Darvis, darvish, obs. forms of Dkrvikh. 
Darwinian (darwhrian), a. {sb.) [f. proper 

name Darwin + -ian.] 

fl. Of or pertaining to Erasmus Darwin (1731- 
1802 h and to his speculations or poetical style. ^ 
2804 Edits. Rev. July 297 One 'objection-, .to the Darwinian 
modulation with which Mr. Sotrieby’a versification k in- 
fected. 284® Mrs. Browning Bk. of Poets Wks. *8c> oV. 
.279 A broad guff between "his [Wordsworth**! . descriptive 
poet.ry and that of the 'Darwinian painter-poet school. 

% Of or -.''pertaining to the, celebrated' naturalist 
Charles Darwin (grandson of Erasmus Darwin, 
1809-1882', and to his scientific views or observa- 
tions, esp. his theory of the evolution of species ; 
see Darwinism' a. 

1867 1 title) The Darwinian Theory of the Transmutation 
of Species.' 1881 Emmotedgw .9 Dee. 12 S/% The. principlea 
• which will guide us'tn the choice of subjects will be Ditrwiiiiat 
— to wit, natural 'selection and the .survival 'of the til test 
b. as sb. A follower of Charles Darwin; one 
who accepts the Darwinian theory. 

1872 Huxlry Crit, § Addresses (1873) 2 5 T Mr, Mtvart it 
less of a 'Darwinian than Mr. Wallace, for he has less, faith 
in. the power of natural selection, 2881 'AtAmmiwity Oct. 
566/2 Mr. Balfour is a practical Darwinian. 

Darwi-snaaaism, [f. prec. + -usk.] 
f 1, Imitation of the style of Erasmus Darwin 
(see prec. 1 ). Obs. {nonce- use.) 

1804 Ed in. Rev., July 297 We can suhetatniate our'diarge 
of I>arwiniaiiIsj2L 
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2 . The Darwinian theory of evolution ; — Dar- 
winism 2 ; also, a Darwinian idiom or phrase. 

1883 E. M. Underdown in N. Q. 13 Oct. 284/2, I know 
not if any one. .has noticed a literary ancestor, to use a Dar- 
winianism, for that of Francis I after Pavia. 1893 J. H. 
Stirling [title), Darwinianism : Workmen and Work. 
Barwrnieal, a. rare ~ °. *= Darwinian 2, 

Hence Barwimically adv. 

1864 Huxley Lay Serm. (1870) 334 It is one thing to say, 
Darwinically, that every detail observed in an animals 
structure is of use to it [etc.], 

Darwinism (dauwiniz’m). [-ism.] 

1 1 . The doctrine or hypothesis of Erasmus 
Darwin. Ohs. ( nonce-use A 
1856 B. W. Richardson Life T. Sopwith [1891) 256 Mr. 
Sopwith described the hypothesis of the development of 
living things from a primordial centre. That, said Reade, 
is rank Darwinism. It was the first time I had heard that 
word used, .it had reference to Erasmus Darwin. 

2 . The biological theory of Charles Darwin con- 
cerning the evolution of species, etc., set forth 
especially in his works entitled. ‘The Origin of 
Species "by means of Natural Selection, or the pre- 
servation of favoured races in the struggle for life’ 
(1859), and 4 The Descent of Man and Selection in 
relation to Sex' (1871). 

1871 Athenaeum 15 July 84 It is impossible to reconcile the 
Doctors of the Church with the Doctors of Darwinism. 
1876 Ray Lankester tr. Haeckel’s Hist. Creation I, 1 The 
scientific theory. . commonly called . . Darwinism, is only a 
small fragment of a far more comprehensive doctrine. 1889 

A. R. Wallace (title), Darwinism, Am exposition of the 
theory of Natural Selection with some of its applications. 

So Darwinist, a follower of Darwin, a Dar- 
winian. DarwinPstic a of or pertaining to 
Darwinism. Ba'rwinize z/.,to speculate or theorize 
after the manner of (Erasmus or Charles) Darwin. 

1883 Sci . <5- Lit Gossip I. 79 Interesting to every sincere 
Darwinist. 1875 tr. Schmidts Desc. $ Darw. 292 Decisive 
in favour of Darwinistic views. 1882 Athenaeum 27 May 
663/2 In connexion with Darwinistic explanations of ends. 
2880 Nature XXL 246 Coleridge invented the term 4 Dar- 
winising ’ to express his contempt for the speculations of the 
elder Darwin. 1886 Coniemp. Rev. Sept. 435 Darwinizing 
sociologists. 

Barwinite (djrjwinoit), sbf (a.) [-ite.] 

A. sh. A follower of Charles Darwin; a Dar- 
winian. 

2862 Hlust. Loud. News XL I. 41/1 Here are Darwinites 
..reviving the doctrine of Lord Monboddo that men and 
monkeys are of the same stock. 2885 A thenaeum 8 Aug. 
172/2 A wave of reaction against what we may term the 
ultra-Darwinism of the Darwinites. 

B. adj. « Dakwinian 2. 

2867 Kingsley Let. In Life xxit. ''1883) 280 Can you tell 
me where I can find any Darwinite lore about the develop- 
ment of birds? 

Da'rwinite, sbf Min. [Named by Forbes 
1861 after Chas. Darwin : see -ite.] A synonym 
of WHITNEYITE. 1862 in Bristow Gloss. Min. 104. 
Bary, obs. form of Dairy. 

I! Bas (das). Also dasse. [Du. das = Ger. dachs, 
OHG. da/is WGer. *J>ahs t whence also med.L. 
taxus badger. In sense I retained by Caxton in 
his English version of Reynard ; in sense 2 belong- 
ing to the Dutch of South Africa.] 
fl. A badger. Obs. 

2481 Caxton Reynard hr. (Arh.) 7 Tho spack Grymbart 
the dasse. Ibid. xviL 39 The beres, the foxes, the eattes 
and the dassen. 

2 . The daman or rock-badger of the Cape. 

2786 Sparkman Voy. Cape G. //. 309 Those little animals 
which, .by the colonists are called dasses or badgers. 1838 
W. H. R. Read in Penny Cycl, XII. 419 (s.v. Hyrax) fits 
name at the Cape is the Dasse, which is, I believe, the 
Dutch for a badger. 1884 Wood in Sunday Mag. Nov. 719/r 
The most successful Das hunter, 
t Basart. Obs. rare. [f. dase, Daze v. + -ard : 
cf. MDu, dasaert (Oudemans), in Kilian daesaerd 
a fool.] A dazed, stupefied, or inert person; a 
dullard; = Dasiberd, Dastard 1, 

<22400 Minor Poems Vernon MS. 333 Ouur-al maitjt fx>u 
comen and go, Whon a Moppe dasart schal iot so. 

t Bascan, v. Sc. Obs. Also daskan, dascon. 
[perh. for Descant.] To ponder, consider. 

C1579 Montgomerie' Navigatioun. 227 They daskand 
farther: — What if the Queue war deid? <22600 Burel in 
Watson Coll. Sc. ■■Poems II. 45 (Jam.) Than did I dascan 
■with my sell, Quhxdder to- heuin or unto hell, Thir persouns 
suld pertene. 2632 Lithgow Pmv , vji. 328 To dascon this, 
remarlce, . when they set • land, . Some' this, some that* doe 
gesse, this Hill, that. Cape. 

Base, obs. form o i Dace, Daze. 

Basel(I, obs. form of Dazzle, 

Basewe : see Daswen v. Obs. 

Basey, obs, form of Daisy. 

Basil (dsej),zi.l Forms: 3-4 dasse, 3-5 dasche, 
4 dassche, 4-6 dasshe, 4-7 dash.©, 6- dash. 
[ME, daschen, dassen,' found a 1300, perh.' from 
Norse : cf. Sw. daska to drub, Sw. dial, to slap with 
open hand, Da. daske to beat, strike ; but an ON. 
*daska is not recorded, and the 'word is not known 
in WGer. . It may be a comparatively recent 
onomatopoeic word, expressing the action and 
sound of striking or driving with violence and 


smashing effect : cf. clash, crash, bash, pash, smash, 
etc. The brans, and intr. uses are exemplified 
almost equally early, and there is no definite 
evidence as to their actual order : cf. DtrsH vl\ 

I. Transitive senses. 

1 . To strike with violence so as to break into 
fragments ; to break in pieces by a violent stroke 
or collision ; to smash. Now generally with com- 
plement, as to dash to pieces ; but the simple dash 
is still said of the action of wind or rain in beating, 
bruising, and disfiguring flowers or plants. 

2297 R. Glouc. (1724) 51 pe pykes smyte hem porn out . . 
And daschte and a dreynte fourty schippes. Ibid, 540 [Thei] 
with axes thuder come, & that }at to hewe, & to dasse. c 2330 
A rth. Sf Merl. 9052 (Matz. > The hors chine he classed a-to. 
3:387 Trkvisa Higden (Rolls) III. 63 [He was] al to dasshed 
so hat no H n £ of his body my$te be founde. 2503 Shaks. 

2 Hen. VI, m. ii. 98 The splitting Rockes. .would not dash 
me with their ragged sides. 2620 — Temp. 1. ii. 8 A braue 
vessel! . . Dash’d all to peeces. 1642 Rogers Naaman 142 
As if one should with his foote dash a little childs house of 
oystershels. 1748 Anson's Voy. n. i. xx6 He fell amongst 
the rocks, and was dashed to pieces. 2847 Tennyson Princ. 
v. 132 Altho’ we dash’d Your cities into shards with catapults. 
1892 GxRmviZRStudent’s Hist. Eng. 11 The waves had dashed 
to pieces a large number of his ships. Mod. The roses were 
beautiful, before they were so dashed by the wind and rain, 
b. To strike violently against. 

(Without implication of smashing.) 

i6ix Cotgr., Talemouscr, to cuffe, or dash on the lips. 
1624 Aphor. of State in Hart. Misc. (Malh.) III. 495 With 
the like thunderbolt, to dash the heads of the sacred Empire. 
1776 Gibbon Decl. Sf F. I. xxv. 746 The oars of Theodosius 
dashed the waves of the Hyperborean ocean. 2843 J. Mar- 
tineau Chr. Life (1866) 349 Like brilliant islands .. vainly 
dashed by the dark waters of human history. 

2 . To knock, drive, throw, or thrust (away, 
down, out, etc.) with a violent stroke or collision. 

c 2290 .S’. Eng. Leg. L 344/147 And daschte pe tiez [= teeth] 
out of is heued. a 2400-50 Alexander 3882 A brand and a 
bri}t schild bremely he hentis . . Dasches dragons doun. 
2592 Shaks. Rom. 4* Jul. iv. iii. 54 Shall I not . . dash out 
my desperate braines. 2664 H. Morns, ffyst, Iniq. 268 It 
[rain] is naturally drunk in, not dash’d in by force, a 2700 
Drvden (J.), The brushing oars and brazen prow Dash up 
the sandy waves. 2828 Scorr F. M. Perth ii, Dashing from 
him the snake which was about to sting him, 1833 Hr. 
Martineau Manck. Strike x. 112 While she, dashing away 
her tears, looked for something to do. 

+ b. To drive impetuously forth or out, cause to 
rash together. Obs. 

2533 Ld. Berners Froiss. I. clvii. 191 Then thenglyshmen 
dashed forthe their horses after the frenchmen. Ibid. I, 
cccxlii. 538 Lords Langurant. .couched his speare . . and so 
dyde Bernarde, and dasshed to their horses. 2577-87 Holin- 
shed Chron. III. 922/2 The king . . pulled downe nis visar 
..and dashed out such a pleasant countenance and cheere, 
that all . . reioised verie much. 

3 . To throw, thrust, drive, or impel (something) 
against, upon, into (something else) with a vio- 
lence that breaks or smashes ; to impel (a thing) 
into violent and destructive contact with something: 
a. a solid body. (Also fig.) 

1530 Palsgr. 507/2 He dasshed my heed agavnst the 
postes. 2568 Grafton Chron. II. 24 He foorthwith dashed 
his spurres into his horse and fled. 1624 Raleigh Hist. 
World 11. 376 In so doing he dasheth himself against a 
notable Text. 2724 R. Falconer Voy. (1769)62 Lest another 
Wave should dash me against it [the rock]. 2820 Scoresby 
Acc. Arctic Reg. I, 401 A violent storm of wind dashed her 
. . stern first, against a floe of ice. x86x Hughes Tom Brmott 
at Oxf. vil (1889) 61 [He] dashed his right fist full against 
one of the panels. 

b. To splash (water or other liquid) violently 
upon or against something. 

1697 Drydkn Virg. Georg. 1. 457 The Waves on heaps a re 
dash d against the Shoar. 1839 T. Beale Sperm Whale 
350 Dashing the salt water in our faces. 

f C. With reversed construction : To dash one 
in the teeth with (something) : to * cast it in one's 
teeth \ Obs. (Cf. Cart v. 65,) 

2530 Palsgr. 507/r, I dasshe one in the tethe with a lye or 
a glpsynge tale, Jembouche . .What nedest thou to dasshe 
me in the tethe with the monaye thou haste lente me. 

4 . To bespatter or splash (a thing] with anything 
(e. g. water or mud) cast with force or violence 
upon or against it. 

2530 Palsgr. 507/2 , 1 dasshe, I araye with myer, *fe crotte. 
Your horse hath all to dasshed me. 1670 Milton Hist. Eng, 
Wks, VI, (2852)268 The Sea. .came rowling on, and without 
reverence both wet and dash’d him. 2694 Acc. Sev. Late Voy. 
ii. (17x1) 266 Some Whales blow Blood to the very last, .and 
these dash the Men in the Long-boats most filthily. 2785 H. 
Walpole Mod. Gardening RAVast basins of marble dashed 
with perpetual cascades. 1875 Bedford Sailods Pocket Bk. 
viii. (2877} 307 The face may be dashed with cold water. 
fig. 1622 Bk. Discipl Ch. Scot. Prefl, Some will dash you 
by the odious name of Puritan. 1633 G. Herbert Temple , 
Marie Magd. iii, Her sinnes did dash Ev’n God himself, 

b. To put out (fire) by dashing water upon it. 
1620 Shaks. Temp, 1. ii. 5 But that the Sea . . Dashes the 

fire out. 2844 Dickens Mart. Chus. xxvii, Rows of fire- 
buckets for dashing out a conflagration. 

c. pa. pple. Marked as with splashes. 

2578 Lyte Dodoens n, xliv, 202 Floures . . poudered or 
dashte with small spottes. 2797-2804 Bewick Brit. Birds 
(1847) I. 1x9 The top of the head, the back, and the tail 
black: the rump is dashed with ash. 2850 Tennyson I'm 
Mem. Ixxxul 11 Deep tulips dash'd with fiery dew, 1873, 
Black Pr. Thule xxvii. 452 The sea was dashed, with a wild 
glare of crimson. 


5. To affect or qualify (anything) with an ele- 
ment of a different strain thrown into it to mingle, 
temper, qualify, dilute with some (usually inferior) 
admixture. Also fig. 

2546 Confut. N. Shaxhvi A. iii. (R.), Yotire sermons dashed 
ful of sorowful teares and depe sighings. _ 2586 Cogan Haven 
Health cvii. (2636) 108 Boyle them [fruit] againe with suf- 
ficient sugar, to dash them with sweet water. 2682 Sir T. 
Browne Chr. Mor. (2756) 40 Notable virtues are sometimes 
dashed with notorious vices. 1684 tr. Bonefs Merc. Comfit ; 
v. 137 Vinegar, .dashed with water, .is an Antidote against 
drunkenness. 2712 Addison Sped. No, 267 |»8 To dash the 
Truth with Fiction. 2843 Lever J- Hinton vi. Dash the 
lemonade with a little maraschino. 1853 Trench Proverbs 
141 The pleasures of sin. .are largely dashed with its pains, 
b. Coal-mining. To mix (fire-damp) with air 
till the mixture ceases to be inflammable, 

2852 Green well Coal-trade Terms Northunih. 6* Durh. 
21 Dashing A ir . — Mixing air and gas together, until .» the 
mixture ceases to be inflammable. 

6 . fig. To destroy, ruin, confound, bring to 
nothing, frustrate, spoil (a design, enterprise, hope, 
etc.) cf. to smash. In 1 6-1 7 th c. the usual word 
for the rejection of a bill in Parliament, and fre- 
quent in various applications ; now Obs. exc. in 
to dash (any one's) hopes. (Cf. next.) 

2528 Beggar's Petit, agst. Popery in Select Hart. Misc. 
(1793) 153 He shall be excommunicated, and then be all his 
actions dashed ! 2563-87 Foxe A. <§* M. (1596) 169 All the 
hope of Anselme was dasnt. <2 2577 Sir T. Smith Commvo. 
Eng. (2633) 92 As the cry of yea or no is bigger .so the Bill 
is allowed or dashed. 2627 Drayton Agineourt 4 A warre 
with France, must be the way To dash this Bill a 2656 Br. 
Hall Rem. Whs. (1660) 59 Those hopes were no sooner con- 
ceived than dasht. 2697 Dampier Voy. (1698) I. 257 So the 
design was wholly dashed. 1720 Pridkaux Grig. Tithes iv. 
214 To dash what arguments may be brought from hence. 
2840 Chartist Circular No. 5. 225 This dashes the bit-by-bit 
system [of reform]. i86x Pearson Early 4- Mid, A ges Eng. 
143 Dunstan's hopes were again dashed by the news of 
Edward’s death. 

7. To cast down, depress ; to daunt, dispirit, dis- 
courage. 

2550 Coverdalk Spir. Perle v, How small soever their 
temptation or plague is, their heart is dashed. 2579 L. Tom- 
son Calvin' s Serm. Tim. 466/1 We shaihe all dasnt that our 
prayers do but soare in the ay re. 2604 Shaks. Oth. in. iii. 
214 , 1 see, this hath a little dash’d your Spirits. 2676 Dryden 
A. urengz. u. i. 524 Why did you speak? you’ve dash'd my 
Fancy quite. 1791 Cowter Qdyss, ix. 295 We, dash'd with 
terror, heard the prowl Of his big voice. 2840 Dickens Old 

C. Shop xxvii, This discouraging information a little dashed 
the child. 2892 Miss Dowie Girl in Karp, x 67 Somewhat 
dashed, we went down . . to the spot where my horse had 
fallen with me. 

b. To confound, put to shame, abash, 

2563-87 Foxe A. <$• M. (1596) 1574/2 Frier Rucknham. .was 
so dashed, that netier after hee durst peepe out of the pulpit 
against M. Latimer, 158E Shaks, L. L. L. v. ii 585 An 
honest man, looke you, and soon dasht. 2634 Milton Comm 
447 Chaste austerity . . that dashed brute violence With 
sudden adoration and blank awe. 1738 Vanbr. & Cm. Frov. 
Husb . 11. i, The Girl .. has Tongue enough: she woa'nt be 
dasht. 2766 Fordyce Serm. Vng. Worn. (1767) II.xiiL 346 
From her a.. look.. will dash the boldest offender. 2860 
Trench Serm. Westm. Abbey x. 208 Dashed and abashed as 
no doubt for a moment she was. 

t e* Phr. To dash (a person) out of countenance 
(conceit, courage). Obs. 

XS30 Palsgr. 507/2, I dasshe out of countenaunce or out 
of conceyte, Je rens conf us. 1576 Fleming Pan apt Epist. 
262 Your decrest friends . . damnified, and dashed out ol 
courage. 2398 Grenewey Taciiuf Ann. nr, xiv. (1622) 85 
Cause sufficient, to haue dasht the best practised out of 
matter 1627 Hieron Whs. (1629-20) II. 408 It would dash 
him quite out of countenance. 2754 Richardson Grandison 
I. xi. 62 In order to dash an opponent out of countenance 
by getting the laugh instead of the argument on his side. 

8 . To put down on paper, throw 1 ' ' off, write, or 
sketch, with hasty and unpremeditated vigour. . ' 

1726 Wodrow Corr. .{1843) III. 234' Please dash down any- 
thing- that is proper for me to help. 1728 Pore Dune. u. 47 
Never was dash'd out, at one lucky hit, A fool, so just a copy 
of a wit.- 2772 Foote Maid of B. Epil. Wks. 1709 1 1 . 201 His 
ready pen he drew, And dash'd the glowing satire as he flew. 
284? Tennyson Princ. tv. mx Ourself .. junto rhythm have 
dash’d The passion of the prophetess.’" Ibid. v. 424 Then 
came a postscript dash'd across the 'rest 2859 Kingsley 
Misc. (2860) II. 25 The Impressions of the, moment,, dashed 
off with a careless but graceful pen. 

9. To draw a clash through (writing) ; to strike 
out, cancel, erase, efface. Now rare or Obs. 

2549-62 Sternhold & H. Ps,, Ixix, 29- And hash' them 
clean© out of the booke of hope. '' -2576 -- . Fleming PamopL 
Epist. So A fault© in writing' is : dashed out with a race. ol the ; 
penne. , 158* . Sidney A sir. Stella !, in Arb, Gamer L 528 
And now my 'pea these’ line* had. dashed quite. ■ 1607 Tor- 
sell Faurf . Beasts (1673) 212 Before the'snow, be melt, and 
the footings dashed, ’ *©70 Wood Life (Oxf. -Hist. Sba)-IL 
'■ 209 He would correct, alter, dash’. out "or 'put in wjbat 
pleased’ 2856 Froude Hist. Eng, X, 454 She took a pen 
and"dashed out thewords.- 

b. To draw (a pen) vigorously through writing 
so as to erase-lt’ 

1780 Coweer Table T. 769 To dash .-the. pent .through all' 
that you. proscribe, ' . 

10. To mark with a dash, to underline. 

2836 T. Hook G. Gurney l. 17 The infinite pains 'I took to 
dash and underline - the points. *871 Atketmum 13 May 583 
He did' so dash' his initials at the end of letters. ■ 

11. slang, or colloq. Used as a euphemism for 
* damn or as a kind of veiled imprecation. 
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181a H. & J. Smith Rej. Addr., G. Barnwell \ Dash my 
wigs, Quoth he, I would pummel and lam her well. 1844 
John Chawbacon ii. in H alii we 11 Diet. (1865) I. p. xv, Dash 
my buttons, Moll— I’ll be darn'd if I know. 185a Dickens 
Bleak Ho. III. i. 7 Dash it, Tony . . you really ought to be 
careful. 1865 — Mut. Fr. 11. viii, Dashed if I know. 

II. Intransitive senses. 

12. To move, fall, or throw itself with violence or 
smashing effect; to strike in violent collision 
against (upon, etc.) something else. 

c 2305 Saints' Lines in E. E. P. (1862) 80 pat wefeer bigan 
to glide . . }?er hit gan dasche adoun . . Ac in j >e norj? half of 
he churche , .J?er ne ful nogt a reynes drope. c 1400 Melayne 
964 Dede he daschede to the grounde. 1638 Baker tr. 
Balzac's Lett. II. 43 In my way there are. . many stones to 
dash against, 1694 Acc. Sen. late Fey. 11. U7.11) 168 The 
Whale, .doth strike about with his Tail and Finns, that the 
Water dasheth up like Dust. 1724 R. Falconer Voy. 
(1769) 62 The Tempest was very much abated, and the 
Waves not dashing so often. 1842 Tennyson Day-dream, 
The Revival ii, And all the long-pent stream of life Dash’d 
downward in a cataract. 1891 E. Peacock N. Brendon II. 
418 The full force of the Atlantic is dashing on the cliffs. 
jig. 1638 D. Featley Strict. Lyndom. 1. 102 Lyes dash 
one with the other, and truth breakes out of the mouth of 
the lyar, 

13. Of persons : To throw oneself with violence, 
such as would overthrow obstacles or resistance ; 
to go, run, or rush with sudden impetuosity, or 
with spirited or brilliant action. Also fig. (Const, 
with var. preps, and advbs.) 

c 7:300 K. Alt’s. 2837 The gate, .up he brak ; In to the citd 
he con dassche. C1330 Arth. $ Merl. 6293 (Mate.) Forth 
dassed the king, a 1333 Ld. Berners Btion lviii. 200 Y° 
sarazyns dasshed in to the prese to haue rescued Huon. 
1596 Pleas. Quippes Upstart Gent ho. in Hazl. E. E. P. 
IV. 258 Our wantons now in coaches dash, From house to 
house, from street to street. 1682 Dryden A is. # Achit. 
11. 414 Doeg. , Spurred boldly on, and dashed through thick 
and thin, Through sense and nonsense. 1794 Mrs. Radcliffe 
Myst. Udoipho xviii, Dashing at the steps below. 1823 
Byron Juan vm. liv, [He] Dash'd on like a spurr’d blood- 
horse inarace. 1870 Morris Earthly Par. Ill, iv. 377 [He] 
rode on madly. .Dashed through the stream and up the 
other bank. 1886 Ruskin Prxterita I. vii, 230 To leave 
her card on foot at the doors of ladies who dashed up to 
hers in their barouche. 1802 Gardiner Student's Hist, 
Eng. 11 Caesar, .dashed at his stockade and carried it by 
storm. 

b. Said of action with pen or pencil. 
a 1680 Rochester An Allusion to Horace (R.), With just 
bold strokes he dashes here and there, Showing great 
mastery with little care. 

+ 14. To clash. Obs. 

c 1325 Coer de L. 4615 Trumpes blewen, tabours dashen. 

15. colloq. To make a display, ‘cut a dash*; 
dash off, out , to burst off, come out, with a dash. 

1786 Francis , the Philanihr. 1 . 159 Bidding fair to dash 
out, when he was qualified by manhood and experience. 
1800 Helena Wells Const. Neville III. 68 He intended to 
dash off as a star of the first magnitude in the circles of 
fashion. 1806 Sure Winter in Lond. led, 3I III. 2x5 That 
blade dashes most confoundedly . .he is a princely fellow, to 
be sure. 1807-8 W. Irving Salmag. (1824) 290 Every lady 
» . dresses and dashes. 

III. 16. Comb. a. with verb + object, as 
f dash-buckler, a swaggering fellow, swash- 
buckler; b. with the verb-stem used attrib., as 
dash-pot, a contrivance for producing gradual 
descent in a piece of mechanism, consisting of a 
cylinder or chamber containing liquid in which 
a piston moves; a hydraulic buffer ; dash-wheel 
(see quot.), See also Dash-board, 

1567 Fenton Trag. Disc. 123 b, A traine of *dashbucklers 
or squaring tospottes. 1861 Sci. Amer. 30 Mar. 196/2 The 
dash pot * which Watt invented to graduate the descent of 
the puppet valve into its seat. 1874 Knight Diet , Meek. 666 
s.v. Cut-off, To seat them without slamming, the valve-stems 
are provided with dash-pots. Ibid.ff Dash-wheel. {Bleach- 
ing?) A wheel with compartments revolving partially in 
a cistern, to wash and rinse calico in the piece, by alter- 
nately dipping it in the water and then dashing it from side 
to side of the compartments. 

Bash, vj : see after Dash sb P 

Bash (d;cj\ rA 1 Forms: 4 dasch, 5 - 6 dasshe, 

6 dasche, dashe, 6 - dash. [f. Dash v.] 

1. A violent blow, stroke, impact, or collision, 
such as smashes or might smash. 

[With quot. 1577 cf. Dash v. 2.) 

a *375 Lay-Folks Mass-Bk. App. iv. 351 Wip his bed he 
yaf a dasch Ageyn |>e Marbelston. 1470-85 Malory Arthur ■ 
x. lxxix, Syr Ector. , gaf sire Palomydes suehe a dasshe with 
aswerd. 1577-87 Holinshfd C /iron. III. 1 153/2 He offered 
to hir his cloke, which she (putting it backe with hir hand 
with a good dash) refused. 1690 W. Walker Idiomat. 
Anglo-Lat. 22 Let me alone, or I will give you a dash on 
the teeth. ^ 1725 De Foe Voy. round World (1840) 258 The 
water, falling from a height . . and meeting in the passage 
with ^ many dashes ■ and interruptions. ' 1727-46 Thomson 
Summer The dash of clouds, or .irritating -war Of fight- 

ing winds. ' 1858 Lytton What will he do 1 1, v, Whistling 
. .in time to the dash of the oars. 

f 2. fig. in phrases at (the) first dash, at one (or 
a) dash : cf. stroke, blow (F. coup\ Obs. 

1550 Bale ApoL 37 (R.) He heaneth me in, an whole halfe 
leafe at a dash, out of Saynt Augustyne. 1591 Shaks. : 
j Hen. FT, l. Ii,' 71 She takes vpon her brauelyat first dash. 
'■*627 H. Lesly Serm. be/. Majesty 4. Wee .'are' not made 
absolute entire Christians at the first dash. x68x W. Robert- 
son Phraseol. 1693! 753 What?. At first dash sotojear 
and frump your friend ? 1699 W. Hacke Voy. n. 9 In 

danger, to lose both our Lives and all our substance at one 
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dash. 1720 Acc. Last Distemp. Tom Whigg H. 48 De- 
signing to immortalize himself and his Patron at a Dash. 

3. fig- A sudden blow or stroke that casts do wn, 
confounds, depresses, dispirits, etc. ; an affliction, 
discouragement. Obs. 

1580 ApoL Prince of Orange in Phoenix (1721)!. 450 That 
the Course of his Life be found blessed., without any dash, 
blow, stumbling. 2620 Rutherford Lett. v. (1862) I. 48, 
I have received many, .dashes and heavy strokes, since the 
Lord called me to the ministry. 1637 Ibid. I. 287 The glory 
of manifested justice in giving of His foes a dash. 1730 T. 
Boston Mem. vii. 134 This gave me a sore dash. 

4. The violent throwing and breaking of water 
(or other liquid) upon or against anything; a splash; 
a sudden heavy fall of rain ; + concr. a portion of 
water splashed up. 

1570 Levins 35/5 A dashe, tabes, aspersio. x6 22 T. Taylor 
Comm. Titus i. 8 To giue her harbour . . till the dash ana 
sterme be ouer. 1677 W. H arris tr. Lemery's Chym. led. 3) 
602 During the ebullition .. a great many little dashes of 
water do fly about, a 1700 B. E. Diet. Cant. Crew s.v. 
Gust, We say a Dash of Rain, for a sudden, short, impetuous 
Beat of Rain. 1804 Med. frtiL XII. 247 Dr. Macneil 
seems, .to think the sponging is better than the dash. 1848 
Mrs. Gaskell M. Barton (1882) 12/1 ‘He "s coming round 
finely, now he ’s had a dash of cowd water.’ 

b. The sound of dashing; esp. the splashing 
sound of water striking or being struck. 

1784 Cowper Task 1. 186 Music not unlike The dash of 
Ocean on his winding shore. 1820 Scott A bbot xxxv, Why 
did ye not muffle the oars ? . . the dash must awaken the 
sentinel. 

5. a. A small portion (of colour, etc.) as it were 
dashed or thrown carelessly upon a surface. 

1713 Berkeley Ess. in Guardian v. Wks. III. 161 The 
rosy dashes of light which adorn the clouds of the morning 
and evening. 1884 J. T. Bent in Macm. Mag. Oct. 426/1 
Syra is almost entirely a white town, relieved now and again 
by a dash of yellow wash. 

b. A small quantity (of something) thrown into 
or mingled as a qualifying admixture with some- 
thing else ; an infusion, touch, tinge. Usually fig. 

x6xx Shaks. Wint. T. v. ii. 122 Now (had I not the dash 
of my former life in me) would Preferment drop on my head. 
1678 Cudworth Intell. Syst. 802 A thing . . not sincerely 
good, but such as hath a great dash or dose of evil blended 
with it. 1697 Dampier Fey. (1698) I. 293 It makes most 
delicate Punch; but it must have a dash of Brandy to 
hearten it. 1712 Addison Spect. No. 2991*2, I .. resolved 
that my Descendents should have a Dash of good Blood in 
their Veins. 1820 W. Irving Skejch-Bk. I. 335 There was 
a dash of eccentricity and enterprize in his character, 
fc. A slight specimen, a touch; *=CastjA 9 . Obs. 
a 1672 Wood Life (1848) 161 He gave A. W. a dash of his 
office. 

6 . A hasty stroke of the pen. 

16x5 Stephens Satyr. Ess . (ed. 2) 414 And thus by meere 
chaynce with a little dash I have drawne the picture of 
a Pigmey. a x 6$6 Bp. Hall Rem. Wks. (1660 v 310 With one 
dash to blot it out of the holy Calender. 1691 Ray Creation 
1. (1704) 41 That this was done by the temerarious dashes of 
an imguided Pen, 1803 Mackintosh Def Peltier Wks. 1846 
III. 246 Fifty Imperial towns have been erased from the list 
of independent states, by one dash of the pen. 

7. A stroke or line (usually short and straight) 
made with a pen or the like, or resembling one so 
made : spec . a. Such a mark drawn through writ- 
ing for erasure, b. A stroke forming part of a 
letter or other written or printed character, or used 
as a flourish in writing, c. A horizontal stroke of 

varying length ( — , , ) used in writing 

or printing to mark a pause or break in a sentence, 
a parenthetic clause, an omission of words or letters 
or of the intermediate terms of a series, to separate 
distinct portions of matter, or for other purposes, 
d. Mus. A short vertical mark (J) placed above 
or beneath a note to indicate that it is to be per- 
formed staccato, e. A linear marking, as if made 
with a pen, on the wings of insects, etc. 

155a Hulqet, Dashe or stryke with a penne, Utura. 1594 
Blundevil Exerc. t. iv* led. 7) 12 Having cancelled the first 
figure of the multiplyer, by making a dash thorow it with 
your Pen. 1607 Bekker IFestw. Hoe 11. Wks. 1873 II. 297 
Marke her dashes, and her strokes, and her breakings, and 
her bendings. 1612 Brinsley Ludus Lit. xiii. 11627) 177 
Making a dash with a pen under every fault, 171a Addison 
Spect. No. 470 T* 10 The Transcriber, who probably mistook 
the Dash of the I for a T. 1733 Swift Poems, On Poetry, In 
modern wit all printed trash is Set off with num’rous breaks 

and dashes . 1824 L. Murray Eng. Gram. (ed. 5) 

I. 406 The Dash, though often used improperly . . may fee 
introduced with propriety, where the sentence breaks off 
abruptly.. A dash following a stop, denotes that the pause 
is to be greater than if the stop were alone. 1848 Rimbault 
First Bk. Piano 63 The Dash requires a more separate and 
distinct manner of performance than the Point. 1880 Muir- 
head Gains Intend. 13 Passages that are illegible in the MS. 

. .are indicated by dashes, thus . 

8 . A sudden impetuous movement, a rush ; a 
sudden vigorous attack or onset. Also fig. 

1809 Adm. Cochrane in Naval Chron. XXVI. 164 Our 
loss in this little dash has . . been severe 1861 Hughes Tom 
Brown at Oxf. v. f 1889 ) 36 He . . made up his mind . . to make 
a dash ..for something more than a mere speaking acquaint- 
ance. 2885 Manch. Exam, 25 Feb. 5/2 The dash was suc- 
cessfully made across the desert to Metammeh. 

9. Spirited vigour of action ; capacity for prompt 
and vigorous action. 

1796 Mod. Gulliver's Trav. 50, I began now to suspect 
I' was with sharpers .. and correcting my dash, betted 
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cautiously. 1808 Wellington in Gurw. Desp. IV. 95 The 
affair . . was occasioned . . by the imprudence of the officer, 
and the dash and eagerness of the men. x866 Livingstone 
jfrnl. I. v. 120 In dash and courage they are deficient. 

10. A gay or showy appearance, display, parade : 
usually in phr. to cut a dash , to make a display 
(see Cut v. 25 ), in Sc. to cast a dash. 

1715 Pennecuik Tweeddale 16 (Jam.) Large orderly 
terrace- walks, which in their summer verdure cast a l ormy 
dash at a distance. 1771 Foote Maid of B. 1. Wks. 1799 II. 
213 The squire does not intend to cut a dash till the spring. 
a 1774 Fergusson Poems (1789) II. 32-33 (Jam.) Daft gowk, 

. . Are ye come here . , To cast a dash at Reikie s cross ? 1842 
P. Parley's Ann. III. 246 Mrs. doff was for cutting a dash, 
giving large dinner-parties. 1887 Punch 12 Mar. 125/1 My 
wife and girls will wish to cut a dash. 

11. Sporting. A race run in one heat. ( U. S.) 

2881 Standard 7 Sept, 5/2 They have certainly coined .. 

the word ‘ dash to signify a race run in one heat. 

12. = Dash-board i. 

1874 in > Knight Diet. Mech. 1893 (used by an Oxford 
coach-builder in letter). 

13. The Dasher of a churn, esp. the plunger of 
the old upright or dash-churn ; hence dash-boards , 
the fixed beaters in a barrel-churn, 

1847 in Haluwell. *877 in N. IV. Line. Gloss. 

14. Comb, dash-guard, the metal plate which 
protects the platform of a tram-car from being 
splashed by the horses ; dash -lamp, a carriage 
lamp fixed in the centre of the dash-board or 
* dash * ; f dash-line * Dash sb. 7 ; dash-rule 
(Printing), a ‘ rule* or strip of metal for printing 
a dash across a column or page. Also Dasii-board. 

X684 R. H. School Recreat. 120 The dash Lines .. above 
and below, are added only when the Notes ascend above the 
Staff, or descend below it, 1874 Knight Diet. Mech., Dash- 
rule. 

11 Basil, sb. 2 [Corruption of Dash kb, through 
taking the pi. dashees as dashes.} A gift, present, 
gratuity; *=Dabbee. 

2788 Falconbhidge Afr. Slave Tr. 7 The Kings of Bonny 
to whom .. they usually make presents (in that country 
termed dashes). 1867 Smyth Sailor's Word -Ik,, Dash, the 
present with which bargains are sealed on the coast of 
Africa, xSSx Mem. Geo. Thomson ix. 119 We called in the 
head man and gave him a. dash proportioned to the kindness 
with which he had received us. 

Hence Dash v., to give a present to, to * tip \ 
s86x Du Chaillu Equat. Afr. xiii. 191, X. .offered to dash 
him (give him some presents). 1881 Mem. Geo. Thomson 

x, 139 The head man had dashed him a hog. 

Basil, adv. [The stem of Dash v. used ad- 
verbially : cf. bang, crash , etc.] With a dash ; see 
the various senses of the sb. and vb. 

167a VlLUERS (Dk. Buckh m .) Rehearsal m. j. (Arfe.) 67 
T’other’s. .at him again, dash with a new conceipt. a 1700 
Dryden »J.), The waters ..with a murmuring sound,' Dash, 
dash, upon the ground, To gentle slumbers call. 1787 
‘ G. Gambado’ Acad. Horsemen (iSc* ) star Fall in with 
a hackney coach, and he [a horse] will carry you slap dash 
against it. Mod. The boat went dash against the rocks. 

Ba’sh-board. [f. Dash v. and sb. + Boald,] 

1. A board or leathern apron in the front of a 
vehicle, to prevent mud from being splashed by 
the heels of the horses upon the interior of the 
vehicle. Also, movable sides to a cart for the 
same purpose (HalliwcH). 

X859 Lang Wand. India 172 He fell asleep, his feet over 
the dashboard, and his head resting cm my shoulder, *88* 
Miss Braddon Mut. Royal I. hi. j7 If you fasten the reins 
to the dashboard, you may trust Felix, 

2. The spray- board of a paddle-wheel. 

3. Arch, A sloping board to carry off .rain-water 
from the face of a wail, 

x8$x Every Man his mm Mechanic f 1298 A piece of 
wood attached to the face of the wall at an angle and called 
& dash-board. 

4. In a chum t see Dash sbj 1 3 . 
Bash-buckler; see Dash v. Ill, 

Bashed (daeft \pfL a. [f. Dash v. + -edL] 

1. Struck violently against or. by something; 
splashed ; mingled, tempered, etc. ; see the verb, 

1646 Cxashaw Steps. U Temple Poems 53 Tom skulk, and 
dash’d out brains,. i4|7 H. More Song of Soul m, App. 
Ixvii, Their dashed Inxlies welter in the weedy scum. *772 
Town Country Man?. 88 Half a dozen gkivws of da feed 
■wine. 1879 Spectator^ Sept. 1126/2 Seeing it {the garden) 
present a more or le» dashed appearance. ■ 

2. Marked with a dash, underlined. 

^859 Darwin in Life Lett. (1887) II. 154 Your dashed 
^induce * gives the 'idea that Lyeil had unfairly urged' 
Murray. 

3. slang or colloq. A euphemism for * damned * 
(see Dash v. 1 1 ), Hence Darslie&ly adv. 

x88x W. E„ Norris Matrimony II L 300 A dashed pack 
of quacks and swindlers, xBBB J. Pavm Prince ef Blood L 

xi. 187' He would find himself dashed! y mistaken. 

II Ba’siiee, sb. Also 8 dasje. [Given by Atkins, 
3723, in a List of * Negrish words* used on the 
Guinea Coast] - : 'A. gift, present, gratuity. . 

Hence Dasb.ee v., to bestow a tlashee on, to Hip \ 
*705 'Busman Guinea iijcsV 450 After giving them their 
'Dasje or Present, I dealt with them for the Ivory, *7*3. 
J, Atkins Voy. Guinea (1735) 60 The Negrkh ’Ij&nguage 
alters a little in saiiUnf; . . Some Negrbh words . .A ties 
how do you dot Dashe*, a Present .. .Trnsu, fee' gone, 
Yarra, sick, etc, ■ Ibid. '64 There is a Dashe® expected before 
Ships can wood and water here. Ibid, 100 'The Fetish. . wlwa 
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DASYPHYLLOUS. 


they constantly Dashee for Health and Safety. Ibid. 169 
That Captain, .had. .dashee’d his Negro Friends to go on 

board and back it. 

t Ba'Sliel. Obs. In 6 dasshel(l. [£. Pash v. 
+ -EL l , -LE inslrumental, as in threshel , handle.] 
A brush for sprinkling holy water ; an aspergillum. 

150a Will off. Moore (Somerset Ho.', A Holy Water pott 
cum le dashed. 1540 Inv. of Plate in Greene Hist. Worcester 
II. App. 5 A holy water tynnell of selver and gylte, and 
a dasshel to the same, selver and gylte. 

Dasher (che-jhi). [-erL] 

1. A person who dashes ; spec, one who ‘cuts 
a clash ’ ; a dashing person ; a 4 fast ’ young woman 
(colloq.). 

1790 Dibdim Sea Songs, Old Cunwell (Farmeri, My Poll, 
once a dasher, now turned to a nurse. ^ 1803 Mar. Edge- 
worth A Imeria (1 832) 292 She was astonished to find in high 
life a degree of vulgarity of which her country companions 
would have been ashamed; but all such things in high life 
go under the general term of dashing. These young ladies 
were dashers. 1807 W. Irving Sat mag. (1824' 361 To charter 
a curricle for apnonth, and have my cypher put on it, as is 
done by certain dashers of my acquaintance. 1887 Pall 
Mall G. 23 Nov. 3/2 The fast married woman of fashion,, 
the unmarried dasher of the same species. 

2. That which clashes ; spec, the contrivance for 
agitating the cream in a churn. 

1853 Jrnl. R. Agric. Soc. XIV. 1. 74 The old-fashioned 
barrel-churn, the dashers^ of which are fixed. 1872 O. W. 
Holmes Poet Break/. -t, i. (1885) 26 The empty churn with 
its idle dasher. 

3. = Dash-board i. US. 

1858 O. W. Holmes One-koss Shay , Boot, top, dasher, 
from tough old hide. 1839 — Prof. Break/. -t. i. (1891) 14 
By no means . . to put their heels through the dasher. 

4. Applied to a hunting-cap. 

1803 Sporting Mag. XX. 314 Two new pair of Cordovan 
boots, .and a black velvet dasher from the cap-maker. 

5. A clashing attempt, movement, etc. colloq. 

1884 Punch x8 Oct. 18 6/z Drop your curb, pluck up heart, 

And go at it a dasher 1 

Basiling (darjig), vbl sb. [-ing L] 

1 . The action of the verb Dash (q.v.), in various 
senses. 

1580 Hollyband Treas, Fr. Tong , Heurtemeni, a dash- 
ing, a striking. 1694 Acc. Sev. Late Voy. it. (v/11) 47 This 
Ice becometh very spungy by the dashing of the Sea. 1805 
South ky Madoc in IV. xvii, The dashing of the oars 
awaken’d her. 1820 Hazutt Led. Dram. Lit. 15 The roar 
and dashing of opinions. 

2. Splashing; concr. a dash or splash (of mud, 
etc.) ; plaster clashed or laid roughly upon a wall ; 
Jig. aspersion. 

1591 Percivall Sp. Did., Salpicaduras , dashings, con * 
spers tones. 1598 Florio, Zaccarelle. .dashings or spots of 
durt or mire. 1655 Fuller Ch. Hist, v. iv. § 24 There is no 
dashing on the credit of the Lady”, nor any the least insinua- 
tions of inchastity. 1809-12 Mar. Edgeworth Absentee ix, 
The dashing was off the walls, no glass in the windows. 

3. colloq. The action of * cutting a dash ’ ; showy 
liveliness in dress, manners, etc. 

iSoa [see Dasher x]. 1806 Surr Winter in Land. II, it Mere 
pips of popularity— mere dots of dashing. 421847 Mrs. 
Sherwood Lady of Manor I. ix. 381 That most tasteless and 
disgusting style of manners which for some years past has 
obtained the name of dashing ; by which term is generally 
understood all that is ungracious, ungenteel, and repulsive. 

4. Comb, dashing-iron, the iron frame by which 
the dash-board is fixed to the carriage ; dashing- 
leather, a leathern dash-board. 

a 1841 Hook Martha , They slipped over the dashing iron 
between the horses. 1794 W. Felton Carriages (1801) 
1. 206 A dashing leather is fixed on the fore part of a Carriage, 
to prevent the dirt splashing against the passenger. 

Ba-siiing, ppl a. [-ing *.] 

1. That dashes ; that beats violently against some- 
thing ; splashing. 

c 1325 E. E. A Hit, P. C 312 ]>y stryuande stremez. . In on 
dasehande dam, dryuez me' otter,. 1628 Earle Microcosm,, 
Tauerne (Arb.) 34 Like a street. in a dashing showre. 1839 
T. Beale Sperm Whale 391 The howling winds and dash- 
ing waves. 

2 . Characterized by prompt vigour of action; 
spirited, lively, impetuous. 

1796 Bp. Watson Apol. Bible 271 Even your dashing 
Matthew could not be guilty of such a blunder. 1796 Burke 
Lett, noble Ld. Wks. 1842 1 1. 267 In the dashing style of 
some of the old declaimers. 1874 Green Short Hist , ii. § 7. 
05 A bold, dashing soldier. 1891 E. Peacock N. Brendon 

I. 8 H.e drove away at a" dashing pace. 

3. Given to fashionable and striking display in 
manners and dress ; that is a * dasher \ 

2802 _ Mar. Edgeworth Belinda xix, Mrs. Freke. .was 
a dashing, fashionable woman. 2834 w. Irving T. Trent , 

II. 39 She had two dashing 'daughters, who dressed as fine 
as dragons, ... 

b. transf. Of things: Fashionably showy; 
stylish, * swell 

■ *8x6 J, Scott Vis. Paris (ed. 5)75 The dashing colonnade 
of the Garde Meuble. ^ 1847 Be Quincey Sp. Mil Nun vL 
(1853) 12 A dashing, pair of Wellington trousers, 
BasMngly (darjirjli), adv. £-ly 2 ,] In a 
dashing manner or style. 

1803 Chalmers Let. in Life(xB 51) 1. 476 They were deter- 
mined to go dashingly to work. ■ 1837 Hawthorne Twice 
Told Tales (1851) I. xvL 23 In a smart chaise, a dashingly 
dressed gentleman and lady, . 2870 Dasent Ann. Eventful 
Life (ed, .4) iii. 69 None of that dashingly destructive 
Work. 


f Da'Shism. Obs. nonce-wd. The character of 
having dash, or being a * dasher'. 

X78S V. Knox Winter Even, xxviii. (R.\ He must fight 
a duel, before his claim to complete heroism, or dashism, can. 
be universally allowed. 

Dash-pot, Dash-wheel : see Dash v . III. 
Bashy (clse’Ji), a. [f. Dash v. and sb, + ~y.] 

1. Showy, ostentatiously fashionable, stylish ; 
— Dashing ppl a. 3, 3 b. colloq. 

1823 Blackw. Mag. XT. 399 New rugs, with swans and 
leopards, all so dashy. 183$ Eraser's Mag. XII. 186 Dashy 
suburban congregations. 

2. Characterized by hastiness of execution. 

1844 Ld. Brougham A. Lunel III. v. 147 The style was., 
somewhat dashy, and here and there a little indistinct. 

3. Marked with dashes or strokes, nonce-use. 

2856 Dickens Lett. (x88o) I. 425 Many a hand[writing] 

have I seen.. some loopy, some dashy, some large, some 
small. 

t Dasiberd. Obs. Also dasy-, daysy-, 
dasa-, dose-, dosa-, dossi-, doziberd(e, dose- 
beirde. [The better form is prob. dasy herd - 
dazy -beard \ see Dazy a. inert, dull. Matzner 
compares LG. dosh&rt, and the same notion ap- 
pears in Lowland Sc. dulbart, dulbert — dull-beard, 
dullard.] A stupid fellow, dullard, simpleton. 

c 1400 S outdone Bab. 1707 Trusse the forth eke, sir Dasa* 
berde. 34 . Now. in Wr.-Wiilcker 694/22 Hie duribuccus, 
a dasyberd. 1468 Medulla Gram, in Promp. Part/. 114 
Duribnccus , hat neuer opened his mouj?, a dasiberd e. tax 500 
Chester PI. xii. 5 (MS. of 1592) There is a Doseberd [v. r. 
Dosseberde] I wolde dear, That walkes about wyde-where. 
Ibid, 94 Some other sleight I must espie This Dosaberd [v.r. 
Doziberde] for to destroy. 

Dasill, dasle, obs. forms of Dazzle. 

Dasje, Daskand : see Dashee, Dascan. 

Daso meter, bad form for Dasymeter, 

Dass, Sc. var. of Dess, layer, stratum, ledge. 
Dasse, var. Das; obs. form of Dash. 

Dassel(l, obs. form of Dazzle. 

|| Ba*ssy. [ad. Du. dasje, dim. of das. Das.] 
The Cape daman, Hyrax capensis ; —Das 2. 

1882 Mrs. Hickford Lady Trader 106 A dassy, or rock 
rabbit. 

Bastard (dcrstaid), sb. and a. Also 6 daster. 
[Known only from 15th c. Notwithstanding its 
French aspect (cf. bastard) it appears to be of Eng. 
formation. The Prom ptorium identifies it in sense 
with dasiberde ; cf. also dasart , of kindred deriva- 
tion and meaning; these make it probable that the 
element dost is — dosed dull, stupid, inert, f. dase, 
Daze; cf. other native formations with the suffix 
-ard, as dasart , drunkard, dullard, laggard , slug- 
gard.] A. sb. 

f 1. One inert or dull of wit, a dullard ; a sot. Obs. 
c 1440 Promp. Partt. xix Daffe, or dastard, or be fiat 
spekythe not yn tyme, oridurus. Ibid. 114 Dastard, or 
dtillarde, duribuctius (P. vel duribuccus). c 1440 York 
Myst. xxxii. 88 What dastardis 1 wene ye be wiser ban we? 
1509 Barclay Shyp o/Folys {1570' 192 These drunken das* 
tardes . . drinke till they be blinde. 1330 Palsgr. 212/r 
Dastarde, estoztrdy, butarin. 1353 Huloet, Dastard, 
excors. .socors, vecors. 

2. One who meanly or basely shrinks from danger ; 
a mean, base, or despicable coward ; in modern use, 
esp. one who does malicious acts in a cowardly, 
skulking way, so as not to expose himself to risk. 

[1470- 85 Malory Arthur ix. iv, As a foole and a dastard 
to alle knyghthode.] 1526 Skelton Magnyf. 2220 Thou 
false harted dastarde, thou dare not abyde. c 1537 Thersites 
in Hazl. Dodsley 1. 395, I shall make the dasters to renne 
into a bag, To hide them fro me. *593 Shaks. Rich. It, 1. 
i. 190 Before this out-dar’d dastard, a x66x Fuller Worthies 
(1840) III. 41 He was, though a dwarf, no dastard. 17x5 Pope 
Iliad h. 427 And die the dastard first, who dreads to die. 
3770 Langhorne Plutarch (1879) II. 602/2 The greatest 
dastard and the meanest wretch m the world. x8o8 Scott 
Marm Lochinvar, A laggard in love and a dastard in 
war. 1870 Bryant Iliad f. n. 52 What chief or soldier 
bears a valiant heart, And who are dastards. 

B. adj. Characterized by mean shrinking from 
danger ; showing base cowardice ; dastardly. 

c 1489 Caxton Blanchardyn liv. 2x9 Casting away his 
dastard feare. 2393 Nobody <$• Someb. (1878) 292 The 
dastardst coward in the world. 2602 2nd PL Return fr. 
Pamass. in. v. (Arb.) 48 To waile thy haps, argues a das- 
tard minde. 1723 Pope Odyss. iv. 447 A soft, inglorious, 
dastard train, x866 Neale Sequences <§* Hymns 125 We 
fling the dastard question from us 1 

O. Comb., as dastard-like adj. or adv. 

2835; Lytton Ricnzi 1. iii. The clients of the Colonna, now 
pressing, dastard-like, round the disarmed and disabled smith. 

t Da’stard, v. Obs. [f.prec. : cf. Coward v.] 
trans. To make a dastard of ; to cow, terrify. 

1593 Nashe Christs T. (16x3) 73 My womanish stomacke 
hath serued me to that, which your man-like stomackes are 
dastarded with. 2620 Shelton Quix. III. xxvi. 186 The 
Scholar was frighted, the Page clean dastarded. *665 Dryden 
Ind. Empr. u, i. Pm weary of this Flesh, which holds us 
here, And dastards manly Souls with Hope and Fear. 

+ Da-star dice, -ise. Obs . [f. Dastard sb. 
+ -ise, -ice, after Cowardice.] Mean or base 
cowardice. 

1603 Florio Montaigne in. v. (1634) 498 His faintnesse, 
dastardise, and impertmencie. 1748 Richardson Clarissa 
Wks. 1883 VII. 143, I was upbraided with ingratitude, 
dastardice, and [etc,]. 


Ba*stardize f v. [f. Dastard sb. + -ize ; cf. 
Cowardize (of same age).] ■»» Dastard v. 

c 1643 Howell Lett. (1650) II. x6 To dastardize or cowe 
your spirits, a 1700 Dryden (J . ), Such things. .As. .would 
dastardize my courage. 1748 Richardson Clarissa (x8n) 
IV. 208 The moment I beheld her, my heart was dastard- 
ized. 1841 Tails Mag, 561 To lie . . dastardized in the 
dust. 

Bastardlixiess (da-staidlines) . [f. D h stardly 
a. + -ness.] The quality of being dastardly. 

+1. Inertness or dullness of wit ; stupidity. Obs. 
*353 Grimalde Cicero's Offices t. (1538) 45 That our appe- 
tites obaye reason : and neyther runne before it, nether for 
slouth or dastardlinesse dragge behind it. 1537 Recorde 
W heist. Y iij, But for euery mater to require aied. .it might 
seme mere dastardlinesse. 

2 , Mean or base cowardliness. 

1361 T. Hoby tr. Castiglione’s Couvtyer 1. Civ b. Das- 
tardlines or any other reproehe. *6xz T. Taylor Comm. 
Titus i. 14 Alas, our dasterdlines, and timiditie, that faint 
before daies of triall. 1684 M anton Exp. Lord's Pr. Wks. 
1S70 I. 223 Observe Peter's dastardliness, .a question of the 
damsel’s overturns him. 2807 F. Wrangham Serm. 'If ansi 
Script, to Their proverbial dastardliness of character, 
X)a*star riling, nonce-wd, [f. Dastard sb. + 
-ling, dim, suffix.] A contemptible dastard. 

xSoo Coleridge Piccolom. iv. iii. 53 Will he, that dastard- 
ling, have strength enough [etc.] ? 

Bastardly (dcrstaidli), a. [f. Dastard sb. 4- 

-LY b] 

fl. Inert of mind or action : stupid, dull Obs. 
2567 Maplf.t Gr. Forest 96 b, The Owle is called the 
dastardly Bird : she is of such slouth and sluggishnesse. 

2 . Like or characteristic of a dastard ; showing 
mean or despicable cowardice. 

2376 Fleming Panopl Epist. 251 A fcareful, cowardly, 
and dastardly loute. 1603 Knolles H 1 st. Turks (1638* 333 
Losing courage continually, and daily growing^ more base 
and dastardly. 1762 Hume Hist. Eng. II. xxix. 157 The 
Swiss infantry, .behaved in a dastardly manner and deserted 
their post. 2835 Macaulay Hist. Eng. XV. 207 The most 
dastardly and perfidious form of assassination. 287a Spur- 
geon Treas. Day. Ps. lv. 12 III. 19 The slanders of an 
avowed antagonist are seldom so mean and dastardly as 
those of a traitor. Mod, A dastardly outrage, 
t Ba*star&ly, adv. Obs. [-LY *.] Like a 
dastard ; in a cowardly manner. 

2333 Huloet, Dastardly, or lyke a dastarde, pusillani- 
miter, a 1649 Drumm. of Hawth. Skiamachia Wks. <2711) 
aox And the brave men of Scotland all the while shall ly still 
quiet, .calling dastardly upon a parliament 

t Ba*stardness« Obs. [-ness.] 

1. Inertness of understanding, stupidity, dullness. 

2333 Huloet, Dastardnes, socordia. 1563 Turner 

Herbal 11. N iij b, By dastardnes and weiknes of mynde, 

2 . Base cowardice, dastardliness. 

25x9 Horman Vulg. 55 He rebuked him of his dastardnes 
and pekishnes. 1639 Fuller Holy War iv. xix. (1840)2x1 
The dastardness of the Egyptians made these mamalukes 
more daring. 

Bastardy (da*staidi). arch . Also 6-7 -ie. 
[f. Dastard sb. + -Y, after cowardy, bastardy.] 
The quality of a dastard ; base or mean cowardice. 

2588 Allen Admon. 19 The whole world deriding our 
effeminate dastardie. x6it Speed Hist. Gt. Brit. ix. viii. 
22 Farre from any suspition of dastard y. <22640 Jackson 
Creed xi. xxiv. Wks. X. 461 Which did especially aggravate 
the Israelites dastardy. 2706 Collier Ref. . Ridic. 298 We 
must bear with those that are above us . .without dastardy 
and baseness. 2830 Blackik /Esckylus II. 168 Why run 
ye thus, .into the hearts of men Scattering dastardy ? 

Daster, -liness, obs. var. Dastard, -liness. 

+ Baswen, v. Obs. Also 4-5 dasewefn. 
[Closely related to dase-n, to Daze. The suffix 
may be as in herwen, harwen , harewen , occurring 
beside kerijen, heriett, mod. harrow and harry, 
from OE. hergian. The word would thus be 
a parallel form to *dasijen, *dasien, from dusty 
adj. : see Dazy.] intr. Of the eyes or sight : To 
be or become dim. 

2383 Wyclif Dent, xxxiv. 7 The eyse of hym [Moses] 
daswed not. '-7- 2 Sam. iii 2 Heli leye in his place, .and 
his eyen daswiden. c 1386 Chaucer Manciple's Prol 31 
Thyn eyen daswen eek iv. rr. dasewen, dasen, dasowej>e]. 
c 2430 Hymns Virg. (1867) 68' Myn ijen daswen,' myn heer 
is hoore. c 2440 Promp. Parv. x 14 Daswyn’ [printed 
Dasmyn’], or messen as eyys (H-, P. dasyn, or myssyn as 
eyne), caligo. 2496 Dives 4- Paul. (W. de W.)' vm. xvi. 
343 Age . .feblenesse, dasewynge of syght* 
b. pa. pple. ■ . 

c 2384 Chaucer II. Fame 11. 230 Thou sittest at another 
booke Tyl fully dasewyd ys thy iooke. 24. . Hocclkve To 
D k, Bedford 9, Myn yen hath custumed bysynesse So 
daswed, 1483 Caxton G. de la four F j b, Ye be dasewed. 
and sore dyseased of your syght and wytte. , 

Dasy(e, obs. form of Daisy, Dazy. 

Dasyll, obs. form of Dazzle. 

Basymeter (d«si*mftoi). Improperly daso-. 
[mod. f. Gr. . dturfat ' dense + ; ixirpov measure,']' , ■ An 
instrument for measuring the density of gases. 

287a. Yeats Teclm. Hist, Comm , 404 The manometer, or 
dasometer, forfinding the density or rarity of the atmosphere, 
1874 Knight Diet. Mech., Dasymeter . . consists of a thin 
glass'- globe, ''Which'' is weighed in the gas and then kuan 
atmosphere of known density. : 

BasypkyllotlS (dsesifi-los), a. Sot. [f. Gr. 
Sacrv-r rough, hairy + <pvXX-ov leaf + ous.] 4 Having 
hairy or woolly leaves*' {Syd. Soc. Lex .). . 
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Dasypod (dse'sip^xl). Zool. [f. generic name 
Dasypus , ad. Gr. Sacrvrrovs , da&vrrod-, hairy or rough- 
footed.] Of or pertaining to Dasypus , a genus of 
armadillos ; an animal of this genus. Hence 
Dasy podid sb., Dasypodi nea. 

|| Dasyprocta (daesipr?*kta). Zool. [mod.L., 
f. Gr. 5 aomrpcufcr-os having hairy buttocks (f. 8 a<rv-s 
hairy + 1 rpa/cros buttocks).] A genus of South and 
Central American rodents, the agoutis. Hence 
Dasypro-ctid a, (sb.\ Dasypro'ctine a. 

1875 Blake Zool. 67 Hares are rarest in South America, 
where their place is occupied by the Cavies and dasyproctine 
Rodents. 

Dasypygal (dtesipoi-gal), a. Zool [mod. f. 
Gr. Zaovtrvy-os (f. Scurv-s hairy + irvyj rump, but- 
tocks).] Having hairy buttocks, rough-bottomed. 

1875 Blake Zool 17 The higher dasypygal or anthropoid 
Apes. 

Dasynre (dnrsipiDi). Zool [ad. mod.L. 
dasyurus , f. Gr, Saav-s rough, hairy + ovpct tail.] 
An animal of the genus Dasyurus or subfamily 
Dasyurims, comprising the small carnivorous 
marsupials of Australia and Tasmania, also called 
* brush-tailed opossums ’ or * native cats \ 

1839-47 Todd Cycl. Anat. III. 261/2 The Opossums re- 
semble m their dentition the Bandicoots more than the 
Dasyures. 1881 Times 28 Jan. 3/4 The smaller pouched 
herbivores have their slayers in the ‘native devil ( sarco - 
pkilus), and in the dasyures or native cats. 

Hence Dasyxrrine a . Zool, belonging to the 
subfamily Dasyurinzu . 

1839-47 Todd Cycl. Anal. III. 260/1 In . .its hinder feet 
Myrmecobius resembles the Dasyurine family. 

Bat, obs. form of Daut v., Sc. to fondle. 

Data (d* Ha), pi. of Datum, q.v. 

Datable, dateable (dFHab’l), a. [f. Date 
v. + -able.] Capable of being dated. 

1837 Fraser's Mag. XVI. 401 Dateable contemporary 
inscriptions. 1884 Athenaeum 19 Jan. 94/1 The oldest datable 
Reynolds in the gallery. 

Batal (dFHal), a. rare. [f. L. datum Date + 
-al.] Of or pertaining to date ; chronological. 

1882 Bradshaw's Railw. Manual ’, The Parliamentary 
Intelligence.. first appears in datal order. 

Batal, dataller : see Daytale, Daytaler. 
Batary 1 (difi’tari). [ad. mod.L. datdrius , It. 
datario , f. L. dat-um , It. daio, Date : ancient L. 
had datdrius adj. in sense f to be given away \] 

1 . An officer of the Papal Court at Rome, charged 
with the duty of registering and dating all bulls 
and other documents issued by the Pope, and re- 
presenting the Pope in matters relating to grants, 
dispensations, etc. 

*527 Knight in Pocock Rec. Rtf. I. xxviix. 58 The datary 
hath clean forsaken the court. 1533 Bonner Let. to Hen. 
VIII in Frou da Hist. II, 145, I desired the datary to adver- 
tise his Holiness that I would speak with him. 1691 W (> B. 
Hist. Roman Conclave i. 2 The Datary, the Secretaries, 
and all such as have in their keeping the Seals of the 
deceased Pope, are obliged to surrender them. 1823 C. 
Butler Bk. R. C. Church 112 The lips of a Roman datary 
would water at the sight pf a bill of an English proctor, 
f 2 . An expert in dates ; a chronologer. Ohs. rare. 
1655 Fuller Ch. Hist. in. v. § 7 Die quinto Eiphegi. I am 
not Datary enough to understand this, a 1661 — - Worthies 
1. (1662) 329 Let me onely be a Datary, to tell the Reader, 
that this Lord was created Earl of Portland, February 17 
[1632]. 

Da'tary 2 . [ad. mod.L. dataria ; see prec.] 
The office or function of dating Papal bulls and 
other documents ; a branch of the Apostolic 
Chancery at Rome separately organized in the 
13th c. for this and other purposes : see prec. 
c 1643 Howell Lett. (1650) I. 55 Besides the temporal 
dominions, he hath . . the datary or dispatching of bulls. 
1667 Load. Gaz. No. 146/1 The next day. . the Datary was 
kept open, and several businesses dispatcht. 1838 J . R. 
Hope Scott Let. in Mem. (1884)1. ix. 168 It is supposed to 
be in the Datary, 
b. attrib. or adj. 

^ 1688 Burnet Lett. Pres. State of Italy 1x3 It may bring 
in more profit into the Datary Court. 

Date (d^t), sb . 1 [a. OF. date (13th c. in Littre), 
now datte L. dactyl-us , a. Gr. 5 cucrvXos date, orig. 
linger. The OF. came through intermediate forms 
*dactele, dacte; cf. Pr. ddctil, datil, Sp. datil, Olt. 
dattilo (whence Ger. dait el, etc.), mod.lt. dattero.] 
1 . The fruit of the date-palm {Phoenix dacty li- 
fer a), an oblong drupe, growing in large clusters, 
with a single hard seed or stone, and sweet pulp ; 
it forms an important article of food in Western 
Asia and Northern Africa, and is also dried and 
exported to other countries. 
cxzgaS. Eng. Leg. I. 380/115 A ^eord of palm cam in is 
bond , .]>e jeora was ful of Dates, c 1400 Lanfranc's Cirurg. 
307 It is schape as Jt were pe stoon of a date, c 1400 
Maundev. (Roxb.) via. 30 Palme treesse berand dates. 1553 
Eden Treat. Nave Ind. (Arb.) 19 A tree ..which bringetn. 
foorth dates lyke vnto the Palme tree, 1635 Moufet & 
Bennet Health's Improv. (1746) 297 Dates are usually put 
into stew’d Broths . . and restorative Cullices. 1712 tr. 
Pome t's Hist. Drugs 1 . 136 Dates, .serve for the Subsistence : 
of more than an hundred Millions of Souls. 1870 Yeats 
Hat. Hist. Comm. 183 The best dates come to us from 
Tunis, via Marseilles. 


2 . The tree which bears dates, the date-palm 
(, Phoenix dactylifera). Wild Dale : an Indian 
species, P. sylvestns. 

a 1400 Pistilt of Susan 89 per weore growyng so grene Re 
Date wi{? J? e Damesene. ?c 1475 Sqr. lowe Degre 36 I lie 
boxe, the beche, and the lareltre, The date, also the 
damysc. 1743 Collier Orient. Ed. iv. 51 The date, with 
snowy blossoms crown’d I 18 66 Trcas. Bot. 878 T{hcemx\ 
sylvestris , called the Wild Date, is supposed by some 
authors to be the parent of the cultivated date. 

f 3 . Name ot a variety of plum. Ohs. 

1664 Evelyn Hal. Hort. (1729) 214 Plums, Imperial, Blue, 
White Dates. 

4 . Comb., as date-fruit , - grove , - stone , - tree ; 
date-bearer, a date-tree bearing fruit ; date- 
brandy, an intoxicating liquor from the fermented 
sap of the date-tree ; data-disease, a distemper 
also called Aleppo boil ; date-fever = Dengue 
( see quot.) ; date-palm — sense 2 ; date-plum, 
the fruit of species of Diospyros (N.O. Ebenacese ), 
having a flavour like that ol a plum ; also the tree 
itself; date-shell, a mollusc of the genus Litho- 
domus, which burrows in stone or rock; so called 
from its shape ; cf. It. datiero, dattilo 1 also a kinde 
of hard shell fish* (Florio 1598); date-sugar, 
sugar from the sap of the wild date-tree of India; 
date-wine, wine made by fermenting the sap of 
the Phoenix dactylifera and other species. 

i 38 o L. Wallace Ben-Hvria$T\)& sky palely blue through 
the groinery of countless ^date-bearers. 1827 Maginn Red- 
nosed Lieut, in Forgei-me-not, * Date-brandy was not to his 
taste. 1875 tr. Ziemssen's Cycl. Med. If. 508 At Port 
Said., it [dengue] was epidemic every year at the season 
of the date-harvest, and thus acquired the name of ^date- 
fever. 1884 J. Colborne Hicks Pasha 85 The river., is 
lined with stately *date-groves. _ 1837 M. Donovan Dow. 
Econ. II. 347 The phoenix dactylifera or *date-palm. 1877 
A. B. Edwards Up Nile iii. 57 A dense, wide-spreading 
forest of stately date-palms. 1866 Treas.Bot. 411 The fruit 
of the Chinese *Date Plum, D[iospyros] Kali, is as large as 
an ordinary apple . . D. virgiuiana is the Virginian Date 
Plum or Persimon. .The fruit., is an inch or more in dia- 
meter. 1882 Syd, Soc. Lex., Date plum, Indian, common 
name for the fruit of the Diospyros lotus. 1831 Woodward 
Mollusca 266 The ‘ ^date-shell ’ bores into corals, shells, and 
the hardest limestone rocks. 1696 Aubrey Misc. (1721) 60 
Take 6 or 10 ^Date-stones, dry. .pulverize, and searce them. 
1840 Penny Cycl, XVIII. 104 ^Date-sugar is not so much 
esteemed in India as that of the cane, c 1400 Rom. Rose 
1364 Fyges, and many a, *date tree There wexen. 1533 
Coverdale Song Sol vii. 7 Thy stature is like a date ti e. 
1601 Holland Pliny xm. iv. (R.), Date-trees love a light 
and sandle ground, 1832 Groth O recce u. lxix. IX. 47 The 
soldiers, .procured plentiful supplies, .of *d at e-wine. 

Date (d^t), sh . 2 Also 5-6 Sc. dait. [a. F. 
date, OF. also datte (13th c. in Littrd) = Pr., Sp., 
It. data fern. :~~L. data fem. sing, (or neuter) of 
datus given. In ancient L., the date of a letter 
was expressed thus ‘ Dabam Romm prld, Kal. Apr. \ 
i. e. ‘I gave or delivered (this) at Rome on the 
31st March’, for which the later formula was 
‘ Data Romm, given at Rome etc. Hence data the 
first word of the formula was used as a term for the 
time and place therein stated. Cf. postscript, etc.] 

1. The specification of the time (and ofien the 
place) of execution of a writing or inscription, 
affixed to it, usually at the end or the beginning. 

c 1430 Stans Piter 97 in Bahees Bk. 33 In j?is writynge, 
Jjoujj per be no date, 1513 Act 4 Hen. y III, c. 10 A paire 
of Indentures, .the date wherof is the xij u> daie of Apnll in 
the secound yere of your . . reigne. 1630 Ld. Dorchester 
in Ellis Orig. Lett, 11 . 267 III. 259, I have received your 
Letters of severall dates. 17x2 Steele Spect No. 320 y 4 
A long Letter bearing Date the fourth Instant. 18x7 \V. 
Selwyn Law Nisi Prius (ed. 4) II. 883 The policy should 
be dated, .The insertion of a date may tend to the discovery 
of fraud. ^ 1837 Macaulay Bacon Ess. 1854 1 . 353/2 A public 
letter which bears date just a month after the admission of 
Francis Bacon. 1837 Penny Cycl. VII. 330 A three-halfpenny 
piece . .bearing the date of 1599. 

2 . The precise time at which anything takes 
place or is to take place ; the time denoted by the 
date of a document (in sensed). 

c 1330 R, Brunne Chron, {1810) 47 pat tyme he died . . J>e 
date was a bousand & sextene mo. 1377 Lancl. P, PI B. xuu 
269 In be date of owre dry^te, in a drye apprile, A bousande 
and tbre hondreth tweis thretty and ten. c 1400 Maundev, 
(Roxb.) iii. 9 pe date when bis was writen. .was ii m acre 
before be incarnacion of Criste. 1607 Shaks. Timon n. I 22 
His days and times are past. And my reliances on his fracted 
dates Haue smit my credit. 1776 Trial of Kundocomar 
74/2 When was it?— I only remember the sum: I do not 
remember the date. 1838 Lytton Leila 11. i, lliat within 
two weeks of this date thou bringest me . . the keys of the 
city. 1893 Weekly Notes 68/2 Up to the date at which he 
received notice, 

b. More vaguely : The time at which something 
happened or is to happen ; season, period. 

c l 32S Z. E. A Hit. P. A. 540 pe date of b« daye pe lorde 
con knaw. __ c 1400 Maundev, (1839) iii. 18 The Date whan 
it was leyd in the Erthe. 1639 tr. Du Bosq'sCompl Woman 
H. 32, 1 would faine know . . of what date they would have 
their Habits. 1647 Clarendon Hist. Reb. 1. (*843) 17/x 
From these - . circumstances, .the duke’s ruin took its date. 
1764 Goldsm. Trav. 133 Not far remov’d the date, When 
commerce proudly flourish’d through the state. x8a8 
Carlyle Misc. I. 222 Up to this date Burns was happy. 

8. The period to which something ancient 
belongs ; the age (of a thing or person). 


our common wealth, last in date, but first m price. 1699 
Ep. Nicolson To Ralph Tharesby (T.\ 'J’he best rules for 
distinguishing the date of manuscripts. 1832 W. Irving 
Alhambra I. 50 The Torres Vermejos, or vermilion towers 
..are of a date much anterior to the Alhambra. XC64 
Tennyson Aylmer's F. 80 When his date Doubled her own. 
1869 Freeman Norm. Conq. (1876) III. xiii. 291 Rich in 
antiquities of Roman date. 

4. The time during which something lasts; 
period, season; duration ; term of life or existence. 

13.. Citron. Eng. 972 in Ritson Met. Rom. II. 310 1 ’hah 
the sone croune here The fader hneld is date here, c 3:386 
Chaucer Can. Yeom. Prol. § T. 858 Neuere to thryue were 
to long a date. CX440 Lydc. Decrees 421 So to perseuere 
and lastyn a long date. ^1334 tr. Pol. Verg . Eng. Hist. 
(Camden) 1 . 153 Miserable fimshinge the date of her dayse. 
1667 Milton P. L. xmi. 349 Ages of endless date Founded 
in righteousness. 1676 Bbyden . A ttrengz. iv. i. 1725 To 
lengthen out his Date .A Day. 1783 Gowper Lett , 7 x Nov., 
When the date of youth is once expired. ^ 1890 R. Bridges 
Shorter Poems in. vi, Her [a flower's} brief date. 

5. The limit, term, or end of a period of time, or 
of the duration of something. Ohs. or arch. 

4-1333 E. E. A Hit. P. A. 492 per is no date of hys god- 
nesse. 1447 Bokeniiam Seyntys (Roxb.) 41 Fer in age 1 am 
runne and my lyves date Aprochith faste. 1357 Tot tells 
Misc. (Arb.) 129 The dolefull dayes draw slowly to _ they r 
date, a 1600 Raleigh Poems, Reply to Marlowe vi. But 
could youth last, and love stil breed, Had joyes no date, nor 
age no need, c 16 00 Shaks. Sotm. xlv, Thy end is Truthes 
and Beauties doome arid date. 17x2-4 Ports Rape Lock m. 

17 1 What Time would spare, from Steel receives its date. 
2784 Cowper Task v. 529 All has its date below ; the fatal 
hour Was registered in Heaven ere time began. 

f 6. ? A fixed decree. Ohs. [Cf. med.L, datum 
‘statutum, decretum ’ (Du Cange).] 

c 1470 Henry Wallace 11. 195 Is this tin dait, sail thai our 
cum nkane ? On our kyna-nt, deyr God, quhen wall thow 
rew ? Ibid, vi, 97 What is fortoune, quha dryffis the dett so 
fast? [u. r. drawis the dait]. 

7. Phr. Out of date (attrib. out-of date ) : out of 
season ; no longer in vogue or fashion, or suitable 
to the time; obsolete, antiquated ; also advh,, as 
in to go out of date, to become obsolete or old- 
fashioned. ( Brought , written, posted up to date : 
said in book-keeper’s phrase of accounts, a journal, 
ledger, etc. ; hence, fg. up to the knowledge, re- 
quirements, or standard of the time {col lop). 

x6o 8 Rowlands Hum. Looking 67 . 10 Cholkr \% past, my 
anger’s out of date. 1707 Collier Rejl Ruiic. apt 'till 
she’s out of Date for Matrimony. _ a X734 North Exam, 
ni. vi. § 13 (1740) 432 With his wire-drawn Slanders and 
out-of-date Reflections. 1824 Mhdwin Convert, Byron 
(1830) I. 124 Shakespeare’s Comedies are quite out of date ; 
many of them are insufferable to read. x86S Freeman 
Norm. Couq.( 1876) II. App. 538 An idea which had alto- 
gether gone out of date. 1890 Dilke Prohl. On Bril. I, 
p. vii, I , . tried to bring my volumes up to date. x% 3 
Westm. Gaz. 9 Mar, $/3 The two gentlemen . . who invented 
the Gaiety burlesque* up to date’ — and gave this detestable 
phrase to the language. 

8. Comb., as date-stamping-; date-line, a line 
relating to dates ; spec, the line in the Pacific Ocean 
(theoretically coincident with the meridian of 1 S 0 0 
from Greenwich) at which the calendar day is 
reckoned to begin and end, so that at places east 
and west of it the date differs by one clay ; date- 
mark sb., a mark showing the date ; spec, a letter 
stamped upon gold or silver plate, denoting the 
year of manufacture ; hence as vb. inonce-wd), to 
mark with something that shows the date or age. 

x88o Libr. Univ. Know! VIII. 80 * Date-Hues . . occur in 
the Pacific Ocean between islands that have received dates 
by eastward, and . . by westward communication. x8§« 
N. Y. Nation 21 Apr. 304/1. He has provided an index, but 
. . so simple a device as the running date-line should not 
have been neglected. 1850 Eedesialogist X. 18 1 1 1 is devoid 
of distinctive " x date-mark^, except the vague pointed vault- 
ing. 1890 Whitaker** A Imanack 636 By the following table 
of date-marks the age of any piece of plate manufactured in 
London and assayed at Goldsmiths* Hall may he ascer- 
tained. 1891 Times xa Oct. 9/5 .Each one [guess] has been 
date-marked, so to speak, by the peculiar beliefs . . of tie 
time or of the place, x886 Pail Mall G. 12 Aug, 5/a The 
# date-stamp‘mg. apparatus on the counter [of a ticltet-officek 
Bate (d£it), v. [f. Date shA ; cf, F. dater, Sp* 
datar to- elate.] 

1. trans. To affix the date to (a writing, etc.) ; to 
furnish or mark with a date. A letter is said to 
be dated from the place of writing named in it, 

*433 A. E. Wills (x88a) 94 Dated, gere & day abovmswjyd, 
1530 Palscr. 307/1 Bycause you use mat to date them 
[letters], I wotte nat whyther to sende to you* *6®» Seal- 
■Lett Exchanges . too A Bill dated the 30th of January. 

■ *7*a •. S tr*l* 'Sped. No, 308 F 5 The following letter',, 
dated from York, 1796 Jane Austen Pride 4* Prej, (183 ,) 

172 Elizabeth opened the letter. .It was dated from Rosihis 
at eight o’clock in the. morning. ..X.B93 Law 'Timm XCv. 
33/2 A 'blank transfer . . neither dated nor executed by the 
bank nor stamped, 

2. To ascertain or fix the date or time of (ait 
event, etc.) ; to refer or assign to a certain date, to 
reckon as beginning from (some time or' event). 

1430 Lydg. Chrm. Trny Y rob,. Of theyr death be dateth 
not the yeare. ■ *654 Whitlock' Zookmrn 297 That the 
yeare of their Mayoralty may date, the building,' cn^ repaint 
of some Conduit, *694 Ymm' Hywm to Sum n, From "the 
blessings they bestow, Our times are dated, and our eras 
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move. 1720 Swift Mod. Education , I date from this sera 
the corrupt method of education among us. 1844 Lingard 
A nglo-S ax. Ch. (1858) II. ix. 52 Every Christian Church 
which dates its origin from any period before the Reforma- 
tion. x86S Tylor Early Hist. Man. v. 91 The art of dating 
events. 

to. To reckon chronologically or by dates. 

£82 . Byron To Ctess Blessington iv, My life is not dated 
by years — There are moments which act as a plough. 1837 
Disraeli Venetia 11. i, Life is not dated merely by years, 
c. absol . To count the time, reckon. 

a 1742 Bentley fj.\ Whether we begin the world so many 
millions of ages ago, or date from the late sera of about six 
thousand years. 1807 Med. Jr til. XVII. 27 Six full days 
had, .passed, .dating from the time when the eruption ap- 
peared. 

1 3. To put an end or period to. Ohs. 

1589 Greene Menaphon (Arb.) 25 Alledging how death at 
the least may date his miserie. 1612 T. Taylor Comm . 
Titus iii, 2 The precept is neuer dated, but in full force. 
ax6iS Sylvester Epist. y. xi His matchlesse Art, that 
never age shall date. 

f 4. To assign a time or duration to. Ohs . rare. 

£676 Hale Contempt . 1. 67 The studies of Policy, Methods 
of War. .are all dated for the convenience and use of this life. 

f 5. To give (oneself) out as. Ohs. rare. 

z 6x2 Chapman Widowes T. Plays 1873 III. xi A Spartan 
Lord, dating himselfe our great Viceroies Kinsman. 

f 6. To date from : to refer or ascribe to (a par- 
ticular origin). Ohs. rare. 

1725 N. Robinson Th. Pkysick T50 As we have dated the 
immediate Cause of all Acute Diseases, especially Fevers, 
from the Contraction of the Solids. 

7. intr. (for reft.) To bear date, be dated ; to be 
written or addressed from (a specified place). 

n:x8so Rossetti Dante $ Circ. 1. (1874) 27 Dante’s sonnet 
probably dates from Ravenna. 1874 Deutsch Rem. 363 
A recent . . edition dates Wilna 1852. Mod. The letter dates 
from London. 

8. To assign itself or be assigned to a specified 
time or period ; to have its origin, take its rise 
from a particular time or epoch. 

<21828 E. Everett (Webster), The Batavian republic dates 
from the successes of the French arms. 1846 Grote Greece 
1. i. I. 68 The worship of the Sminthian Apollo dates before 
the earliest periods of AColic colonization. 1856 Kane A ret. 
Expl. I. xi. 27 We learned that the house dated back as far 
as the days of Matthew Stach. 1868 Freeman Norm. Conq. 
(1876) II viii. 17 7 Two stately parish churches, one of them 
dating from the days of Norman independence. 

to. To rank in point of date or standing with. 

1827 Hood Plea mids. Fairies xxviii, For we are very 
kindly creatures, dating With Nature s charities. 

Bate, obs. form of Daut v. Sc., to fondle. 

Bateatole : see Datable. 

Bated (diffited), ppl. a. [f. Date v. (and sh. 2 ) 

+ -ED.] 

1. Marked or inscribed with a date. 

1731 Pope Ep. Burlington 135 To all their dated Backs 
he turns you round ; These Aldus primed, those Du Sfieil 
has hound. _ 1881 Ii. B. Wheatley Gath. Angl. Prof. p. ix, 
The Catholicon is specially valuable as a dated Dictionary. 

f 2. Having a fixed date or term. Obs. 

1586 Marlowe 1st Pt. Tamburl. n. vi, The loathsome 
circle of my dated life, 1592 Nasiie P. Penilessefed. 2)18 b, 
That can endow your names with neuer dated glory. 17x8 
D’Urfey Grecian Heroine m. ii. in New Operas (1721) 
122 His dated time comes on. 

Dateless (duties), a . [-less.] 

1. Without a date, bearing no date, undated. 

1644 Peynne & Walker Fiennes's Trial s A Note, .with- 
out name or date, with a datelesse, namelesse Paper in- 
closed. 1798 W. Taylor in Monthly Rev. XXVI I. 514 
A dateless account, .inserted after the edict for its abolition. 
i8qx Spectator 4 Apr., Here is a dateless letter. 

2. Having no limit or fixed term ; endless. 

%593 Shaks. Rich. II, 1. iii. 151 The datelesse limit of thy 
deere exile. 1624 Dakcie Birth of Heresies xoS Thy date- 
lesse fame. x8xx Shelley St. irttyne Prose Wks. 1888 1 . 2x9 
A dateless and hopeless eternity of horror. 1870 Lowell 
Study Wind . t,x886j 164 Immortal as that dateless substance 
of the soul. 

3. Of indefinite duration in the past ; so ancient 
that its date or age cannot be determined ; im- 
memorial. 

1794 Coleridgf. Poems, Retig. M usings, In the primeval 
age a dateless while The vacant shepherd wandered with, his 
flock. 18x4 Wordsw. Excursion vi. Wks, 1 1888 493/2 From 
dateless usage which our peasants hold Of giving welcome 
to the first of May, 1849 Rusk in Sev. Lamps iii. § 4. 66 
The dateless hills, which it needed earthquakes to lift, and 
deluges to mould. 

4. dial. Out of one’s senses, crazed ; Insensible. 

1863 Mrs.' Cask ell Sylvia's L. II. 263 Mother' is gone 

dateless wi’ sorrow, . 1867 K. Waugh Dead Man's Dinner 
39 {Lane. Gloss.) They , . laid her upo’ th” couch cheer, as 
dateless as a stone. 

Hence Baselessness, the quality of being date- 
less ; the absence of a fixed limit of time. 

• x66o T. M. Hist. Independ. iv. 91 The Officers of his 
[Monk's} Army, .agreed, .that the Parliament intended, .to 
perpetuate the Nations slavery by their datelesness. 

Hater (d^-tar), [-KR 1 ,] a. One who dates, 
lb,. An' apparatus.. for date-stamping, 

."x6xx Cotgr., Dataire. a dater of writings , , the dater, or 
dispatcher, of the Pope’s Bulls ; an ordinarie Officer in the 
Court of Rome. .■ 1887 R ich ford's Circular, Perpetual hand 
daters. ' 

Da'S©, obs. form of Death. 

Dapeit^ dapet, etc. ; see Dahet. 

Bathollte, erron, var. of Datolite. 


Dating vbl. sh. [-ing L] The action 

of the verb Date, q.v. 

3678 Trials of Ireland $c. 19 He was then in London . . 
as I suppose by the dateing of his Letters. 1891 B. Nichol- 
son in A theneeum 10 Jan. 61 2 As other datings of his are 
apparently advanced one year, his dating requires to be in- 
quired into. 

nation (dJ 5 jbn). [ad. L. datim-em, n. of action 
from dare to give.] The action of giving, t 
Med. A dose. to. Civil Law. A rendering of L. 
datio, F. dation , the legal act of giving or con- 
ferring, e.g. of an office; esp, as distinct from 
donation . 

£656 Blount Glossogr . , Dation. a giving, a gift, a dole. 
2657 Tomlinson Reuou's Disp. 163 That . . quantity of 
a medicament which is prescribed . . is a Dosis, for Dosis is 
Dation. — Gloss., Dation , the quantity or dosis of any 
medicament that is administred to the patient at once. 1889 
in Century Diet, (in sense b). 

|| Batisca (dati*ska). Bat. [mod L. (Linnmus 
gives no source).] The name of a genus of mono- 
chlamydeous exogens (N.O. Datiscacem ) ; D. can- 
nahina , the Cretan or Bastard Hemp-plant, is 
indigenous to Nepaul and the Levant; its leaves 
contain a colouring matter known as datisca-yellow , 
used in dyeing silk, etc. Hence Batrscin, a gluco- 
side, C 21 H 2a O, 2 , allied to salicin, obtained from 
the leaves and root of Datisca. Datrscetin, 
C 15 H, 0 0 6 , a crystalline product of the decomposi- 
tion of datiscin. 

1863-72 Watts Diet. Chem. II. 306 The leaves contain a 
peculiar colouring matter , datisca-yellow. Ibid. 307 Pure 
datiscin forms colourless silky needles . . By boiling with 
strong potash-ley, it is decomposed with formation of datis* 
cetin. 

Batisi (datorsoi). Logic. The mnemonic term 
designating the mood of the third figure of syllo- 
gisms in which the major premiss is a universal 
affirmative (a‘, and the minor premiss and con- 
clusion particular affirmatives (i, i). 

The initial d indicates that the mood may be reduced to 
Darii of the first figure ; the s following the second vowel, 
that this is done by simple conversion of the minor premiss. 

1551 T. Wilson Logike{ 1580} 30 The third figure. Da. AH 
hipocrites count will workes hie holines. ti. Some hypo- 
crites have been Bishoppes, si. Therefore some Bishoppes 
have coumpted will workes hie holinesse. 1654 Z, Coke A rt 
Logick (1657) 136 The Modes of this Figure are six. Called, 
Darapti , Felapton , Disamis, Datisi, Bocardo , Ferisou . 
1864 Bowen Logic vii. 20a 

Batism (jhFl'tiz’m). rare . [ad. Gr. Adrurytos 
‘ a speaking like Datis (the Median commander at 
Marathon), i. e. speaking broken Greek’ (Liddell 
& Scott).] Broken or barbarous speech ; a fault 
in speaking such as would be made by one not fully 
acquainted with the language. 

16x7 Minsheu Duct or, Datisme, when by a heape of 
Synonimaes wee rehearse the same things. 1891 Sat. Rev. 
14 Nov, 554/2 We can understand that a small Athenian boy 
should commit a Datism in Latin : but we cannot see why 
the Roman boy should make a neuter verb transitive. 

Bativai (d^tsrval), a. Gram. [f. L. dativ-us 
(see next) + -XL.] Belonging to the dative case. 

xSx8 Monthly Mag. XLVI. 322 Instead of the genitival 
and datival terminations. 

Dative (dJ**tiv), a. and sh. [ad. L, dativ-us of 
or belonging to giving, f. dat-us given ; in grammar 
rendering Gr. hoTitcrj^rwaW), from dor mbs: of giving 
nature, f. dor-bs given.] A. adj. 

1. Cram. The name of that case of nouns in 
Aryan and some other languages which commonly 
denotes the indirect or more remote object of the 
action of a verb, that to or for whom or which we 
do a thing, or to whom we give a thing. 

c 1440 Gtsta Rom. xci. 416 (Add. MS.) The thrid Falle is 
datif case, for there are some that are prowde for they mow 
gyve. 1580 Hollyband Precis. Fr. Tong, A. .serueth many 
times to expresse the Datiue case : as je Toy donne a man 
pere, I gaue it to my father. 1668 Wilkins Real Char. 352 
The Dative Case is expressed by the Preposition (To). 1879 
Roby Lat. Gram , iv. ix. § 1x30 The Dative case is used m 
two senses only : (A > It expresses th a indirect object. .(B) It 
is used predicatively in a quasi-adjectival sense Mod. The 
pronouns me, thee, him, her, us, you, them, which we now 
use both as direct and indirect objectives, were originally 
dative forms ; the original accusatives are disused. 

f 2. Disposed to give ; having the right to give. 
Ohs. rare. (In first quot. with play on sense 1.) 

14.. Piers of Fullham 368 in Hazl. E. P. P, II. 15 To 
knowen folke that ben datyff : Theirpurches be called ablatif : 
They haue their i^en vocatif. 1656 Blount Glossog r.. Dative, 
that giveth, or is of power to give. 

f 3. Of the nature of a gift; conferred or be- 
stowed as a gift. (Frcq. opposed to native.) Ohs. 

1570-6 Lambarde Peramb. Kent (1826) 453 All Nobilitie 
and Centric is either. Native, or Dative, that is to say, 
commeth either by Discent, or by Purchase [i. e. acquisi- 
tion]. x66x Morgan Sph. Gentry m. iii. 28 The first Native 
..the second Dative,being given in rewards. . ■ 

4. Law , a. That may be given, or disposed of at 
pleasure; in one’s gift. b. Of an officer; Ap- 
pointed $0 as to be removable at pleasure ; opposed 
to perpetual , c. Sc. Law . Given or appointed by 
a magistrate or a court of justice, not by a testator 
or by the mere disposition of law ; pertaining to 


such appointment: as in executor dative, an exe- 
cutor appointed by decree of the commissary when 
none has been appointed by the deceased, an ad- 
ministrator ; decree dative , a decree appointing an 
executor dative ; testament dative , the decree 
confirming and conferring full title on an executor 
dative ; tutor dative, a tutor appointed by the Court 
on the failure of tutors-nominate and tutors-at- 
law; tutory dative , the office of a tutor dative, 
d. Tutor dative, in Rom. L^aw, one appointed by 
the testator, as distinguished from tutor opiive. 

1535-6 Act 27 Hen. VIII , c. 28 § 15 Pryours or governours 
datyff & removable from tyme to tyme. 1575 T. Huntar v. 
D. Hunter in Balfour Practicks 3x5 Sum tutoris _ar testa- 
men taris sum tutoiisof law, and sum ar tutoris dative The 
tutor dative is maid and gevin be the King. 1653 N. Bacon 
Disc. Govt. Eng. 11. vi. (1739) 2 9 They shall certify, .whether 
a Prior be perpetual, or dative. £726 Ayliffe Parergon 265 
Those are term’d Dative Executors who are appointed such 
by the Judges Decree, as Administrators with us here in 
England. 1754 Erskine Princ. Sc. Law (1809) 85 If no 
tutor of law demands the office, any person, .may apply for 
a tutory-dative. 1796 (title'. The Testament Dative, and 
Inventory of the debts . . justly owing to umquhile Robert 
Burns, .at the time of his decease, .faithfully made out and 
given up by Jean Armour, widow of the said defunct, and 
executrix qua relict, decerned to him by decreet dative of the 
Commissary of Dumfries. 1848 Wharton Law Lex., 
Dative, .that which maybe given or disposed of at will and 
pleasure. x86x Sat. Rev. 25 May 542 In the fourth year of 
Henry V, all the dative alien priories were dissolved and 
granted to the Crown. £880 Muirhead Gains i.. § 154 
Tutors appointed in a testament by express nomination are 
called tutors dative ; those selected in virtue of a power of 
option, tutors optive. 

B. sh. (ellipt. use of the adj.) 

1. Cram. Short for dative case : see A. 

1520^ Whitinton Vulg. 1x527) 11 Somtynie in the stede of 
genytiue case hewyll haue adatyue. 1751 Harris Hermes 
u. iv. 11786) 287 The Dative, as it implies Tendency to, is 
employed, .to denote the Final Cause. 1861 Max Muller. 
Sc. Lang, vi, 208 The locative may well convey the mean- 
ing of the dative. 

attrib. x868 G. Stephens Runic Mon. I. 260 Other 
examples of this, .dative-ending. 

f 2. Sc. Law. A decree dative ; see A. 4 c. Ohs. 

1564 Act of Sederunt 24 July 1 Jam. \ We half given .. 
power to our saids Commissaries of ^ Edinburgh, to give 
datives, and constitute, .executors-datives. x666 Instruct. 
Commissaries in A ctsSedt. 1553- 1790 p. 95 If neither nearest 
of kin, executor or creditor shall desire to be confirmed, .ye 
shall confirm your procurator fiscal, datives always being 
duly given thereto before. .After the said datives (but before 
confirmation). 

Datively (d^livli), adv. [f. prec. + -LY A] 
Gram. In the dative case ; as a dative. 

1886 Century Mag. XXXII. 898 The pronoun of the first 
or second person, used datively. 

Dativo~(d/taiw 0 ), combining form of L. datlvus, 
Dative, used in adverbial comb, with other ad- 
jectives. 

1882 F. Hall in A mer. Jml. Phihl. III. 17 Our infini- 
tive, where to precedes it, having been generally, of old, 
dativo-gerundial [i.e. of the nature of a dative gerund}. 

Datolite (dae-tMoit). Min. Also erron. datho- 
lit© {Werner). [Named by Esmark 1806; irreg. 
f. initial part of Gr. Sarciotfat to divide + 
stone : see -lite.] 

A borosilicate of calcium, occurring in glassy 
crystals of various colours, in white opaque com- 
pact masses, or in botryoidal masses ( hotryo/i/e 

1808 T. Allan Names of Min. 26 Datholite. x868 Dana 
Min. 382 Datolite is found in trappean rocks. 

|| Dattock (dartre ). [Native name in W. 
Africa.] The hard mahogany-like wood of a West 
African tree, Detarium senegalense, N.O, Legitmi- 
nosm ; aho the tree itself. 

1884 Miller Plant -n., 1 Dattock*, of W. Tropical Africa. 

II Datum (d^-ti?m) : IT. data (df-lai. [L. 
datum given, that which is given, netit. pa. pple, 
of dare to give.] A thing given or granted ; some- 
thing known or. assumed as fact, and made'. the 
basis of. reasoning or calculation; an ' assumption 
or premiss from which inferences are drawn. 

1646 Hammond Wks. (1674* I. 248 iStanf.) From ail this 
heap of data it would not follow that it was necessary. 
1691 T. Acc, New Invent. 128 Out of : what Data 

arises the knowledge, 1737 Fielding Hist. Register Ded., 
All. .will grant me this datum, that the said, .person is a man, 
of an ordinary capacity, 1777 Priestley Matt. $ Sfiir. 
(1782) 1 . xii. *46.We have, no data to 'go upon. 1807 Hutton 
Course Math, ll,- 350. The omission of a material' datum, la- 
the calculation, .namely, the weight of the charge: of .pow- 
der, x888 Bryce A mer, Commcv. Ill, Ixxvi. 9 The his- 
torical and scientific data on which the solution, .depends,. 

to. Comb. , as datum-line, * plane . 

1855 H. Spencer Princ, PsychoL (187a) II. vt, viii, Moun- 
tains . . can have their relative heights, determined: only by 
reference to some common datum-line, tis the level of the sea, 
£869 R, B. Smyth Goldfields Victoria '609 . Datum Water- 
Level, the level at.which water was .first struck in' a shaft 
sunk on a reef or gutter. ■ . x88a. Geikie". Text-bk. Geol. vn. 
(1885) 925 The lines, of stratification may be used as. datum- 
lines- to measure, approximately the amount, of' rock which: 
has been’ worn.. away. 1885 Science 19 June’, 499.' The' hori- 
zontal datum-plane adopted by 'German cranio logists. 

| Daibura (dadu^Ta). Bat . ' [mod.L. ad. Hindi 
dhatura, native name of D.fastuosa and D. Metd, 
common Indian species used to stupefy and poison.] 
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A genus of poisonous plants (N.O. Solanacese), of 
■which D. Stramonium is the Strammony or Thorn- 
apple, supposed to be a native of Western Asia, 
but now half naturalized over the warmer temperate 
regions of the world ; it is a powerful narcotic. 

1662 J. Davies tr. M andeldo's Tran. 104 A drug which. . 
stupefies his senses. .The Indians call this herb Doutro » 
Dim try, at Datura, and the Turks and Persians, Datnla. 
x 85 a Beveridge Hist. India II. iv. iv. 126 From Hindoos 
was first learned, .the benefit of smoking datura in asthma. 

attrib. 1883 Century Mag. XXVII. 205 Large white 
datura blossoms. 

Hence Datu'rine (also Datnrria), the poisonous 
alkaloid found in the Thorn-apple and other 
species; —Atropine. 

1832 R, Christison Poisons fed. 2^ 726 A peculiar alkaloid, 
which has been named Daturine or Daturia. 

Dau, var. of Dauw. 

Dau f Cursor M. 5 108, etc.) : see Dawe and Bay. 
Baub (dgb), v. Forms : 4-7 daube, dawbe, 
4-5 dobe, 5 doybe, 5-6 don.be, 6-9 dawb, 7- 
daub. [a. OF. daube-r L. dealbare to whiten 
over, whitewash, plaster, f. de- down, etc. + albdre 
to whiten, f. albus white. The word had in OF. 
the senses ‘clothe in white, clothe, furnish, white- 
wash, plaster’; in later F. ‘to beat, swinge, 
lamme '* (Cotgr.) ; cf. curry , anoint, tic, All the 
English uses appear to come through that of 
‘plaster’.] 

1 . trans. In building, etc. : To coat or cover (a 
wall or building) with a layer of plaster, moitar, 
clay, or the like ; to cover (laths or wattle) with 
a composition of clay or mud, and straw or hay, 
so as to form walls. (Cf. Dab v. 8.) 

c 1323 E. E. A Hit. P. B. 313 Cleme hit [the ark] with clay 
comfy with-inne, & alle endentur dryuen daube with- 
outen. 1383 Wvcr.tF Lev. xiv. 42 With other cley thehows 
to be daw bid. 1483 Cath, A ngl. 102 Dobe, linere , illinere. 
1489 Caxton Faytes of A. 11. xxxiv. 145 Thys bastylle muste 
be aduiranned with hirdels ahoute and dawbed thykke with 
erthe and clay thereupon. 1315 Barclay Egloges iv. (1570) 

C iv/i Of his shepecote dawbe the walles round about. 1530 
Palsgr. 507/2 Daube up this wall a pace with plaster .. 

I daube with lome that is tempered with heare or strawe. 
x 5 oS Shaks. Learn, ii. 71, I will tread this vnboulted 
villaine into morter, and daube the wall of a lakes with him. 
C1710 C. Fiennes Diary < 1888) 169 Little hurts and hovels 
the poor Live in Like Barnes .. daub’d with mud-wall. 
1877 N, W. Line. Gtoss. 243 Stud and mud walling , build- 
ing without bricks or stones, with posts and wattles, or laths 
daubed over with road-mud. 

absol. 1523 Fitzherb. Sum. 37 He shall bothe thacke 
& daube at his owne cost and charge. 1642 Rogers Naa- 
man 534 He falls to dawbing with untempered mortar. 

Jig. 16x2-5 Bp. Hall Contempt., 0 . T. xu. vi, He.. is 
faine to dawbe up a rotten peace with the basest conditions. 

2 . To plaster, close up, cover over, coat with some 
sticky or greasy substance, smea-. 

1597-8 Bp. Hall Sat. vi. i. (R.), Whose wrinkled furrows 
..Are daubed full of Venice chalk. 1614 — Recoil. , Treat. 
174 Take away this clay from mine eyes, wherewith alas 
they are so dawbed up. 1658 A. Fox tr. Wurtz' Surg. 
u. xxviii. igo She had been plaistered and dawbed with 
Salves a long time. 1719 De Foe Crusoe {1840) II. xv. 309 
We daubed ^ him all over., with tar. *832 Lander A ay. 
Niger II. vui, 2 6 The women daub their hair with red clay. 
Jig. 1784 Coy per Task v. 360, I would not be a king to 
be. . daubed with undiscerning praise. 

b. To smear or lay on (a moist or sticky sub- 
stance). Also Jig. 

1646 Fuller Wounded Consc. (1841) 289 For comfort 
daubed on will not stick long upon it. 1750 E. Smith 
Compl. Housewife 309 With a fine rag daub it often on the 
face and hands. 

c. To bribe, ‘ grease slang. (Cf. quot. 1 876 in 
Daub sb. 2.) 

ax 700 B, E. Diet. Cant. Crew, Dawbing, bribing. 1785 
Grose Diet. Vulg. Tongue, The cull was scragged [hanged] 
because he could not dawb. 

3 . To coat or cover with adhering dirt ; to soil, 
bedaub. Also fig. 

a 1450 Knt. de ta Tour (1868) 31 Her heles, the whiche is 
doubed with filthe. 1535 Jove Apol. Tin-dale 50 Dawbing 
eche other with dirte and myer. 1651 C. Cartwright Cert, 
Re tig. 1. 5 Such . . verities, as would have adorned, and not 
dawb’d the Gospel. x66x Pepys Diary 30 Sept., Having 
been very much daubed with dirt, I got a coach and home. 
1721 De Foe Mem. Cavalier (1840) 197 The fall plunged 
me in a puddle . . and daubed me. 1768-74 Tucker Li. 
Nat. (1852) II. 596 Filthy metal that one could not touch, 
without daubing one's fingers. 1840 Dickens Old C. Shop 
hi, To daub himself with ink up to the roots of his hair. 
xBSx Besant & Rice Chajl. of Fleet r. xi. (18831 89 My name 
is too deeply daubed with the Fleet mud ; it cannot be 
cleansed.' ' 

f 4 . To soil (paper) with ink, or with bad or 
worthless writing. Obs. 

1589 Marprel. Spit, (1843! 6 When men have a gift in 
writing, howe easie it is for them to daube paper, a 26x8 
Bradshaw (/ureas. Separation (1640) 8t In the proofe of 
the Assumption he daubs sixe pages. *792 Southey Lett. 
(1856' I, 7 The latter loss, to one who daubs so much, Is 
nothing, 

5 . In painting : To lay on (colours) in a crude or 
clumsy fashion ; to paint coarsely and inartistically. 
Also absol 

1630 [see Daubed], 1642 Fuller Holy % prof St. v. x, 
394 A trovell will serve as well as a penciil to daub on such 
thick course colours. 1695 Dryden tr. Du Fresno fs Art 


of Painting (L.), A lame, imperfect piece, rudely daubed 
over with too little reflection, and too much haste. 2790 
Burke Regie. Peace i. Wks. VIII. 147 The falsehood of the 
colours which [Walpole] suffered to be daubed over that 
measure. 2840 Hood Up the Rhine Introd, 4 It had been 
so often painted, not to say daubed, already. 1867 Trollope 
Chron. Barset II. li.77 He leaned upon his stick, and daubed 
away briskly at the background, 
f 0 . To cover (the person or dress) with finery or 
ornaments in a coarse, tasteless manner ; to bedizen. 
Obs. ox dial. 

<1x593 Greene & Lodge Looking Glass Wks. (Rtldg.) 
124/2 My wife’s best gown, .how handsomely it was daubed 
with statute-lace. 2639 tr. Du Bosq's Compl. Woman 11. 
32 They dawb their habits with gold lace. 2760 Wesley 
Wks. 1 1872) III. 13 A person hugely daubed with gold. 
3876 Whitby Gloss, s. v., Daub'd out, fantastically dressed. 

1 7 . fig. To cover with a specious exterior ; to 
whitewash, cloak, gloss. Obs. 

1543 Becon Agst. Swearing Early Wks. (1843) 375 Perjury 
cannot escape unpunished, be it never so secretly handled 
and craftily daubed. X594 Shaks. Rich. Ill , m. v. 29 So 
smooth he dawb’d his Vice with shew of Vertue. 1678 
Young Serin, at Whitehall 29 Dec. 31 To dawb and palliate 
our faults, is but like keeping our selves in the dark. 2683 tr, 
Erasmus' M arise Enc. 114 They dawb over their oppression 
with a submissive flattering carriage. 1785 [see Daubed]. 

fib. absol. or intr. To put on a false show; to 
dissemble so as to give a favourable impression. 
C. To pay court with flattery. Obs. or dial. 

1605 Shaks. Lear iv, i. 53 Poore Tom’s a cold. _ I cannot 
daub it further. 1619 W. Whately God's Hush. ii. (2622) 52 
What auailed it Ananias and Saphira, to dawbe and counter- 
feit? 16x9 W. Sclater Exp. 1 Thess. (1630) 288 With 
such idle distinctions doe they dawbe with conscience. 
1650 Baxter Saints' R. hi. xiii. (1662) 508 Do not daub 
with men, and hide from them their misery or danger. 
a x7i6 South (J.), Let everyone, therefore, attend the sentence 
of ms conscience ; for, he may be sure, it will not daub, nor 
flatter. 1876 Whitby Gloss., Daubing. . paying court for the 
sake of advantage. 1877 Holdemess Gloss., Daub , to 
flatter, or besmear with false compliment, with the object of 
gaining some advantage. 

Bau'bldgb),^. [f. Daubz>. In some dialects (dpb, 
dab), whence the spelling dab : cf. Dab sb. 1 12.] 

1 . Material for daubing walls, etc. ; plaster, rough 
mortar ; clay or mud mixed with stubble or chaff, 
used with laths or wattle to form the walls of cot- 
tages, huts, etc. Hence wattle and daub (also dab). 

1446 Yatton Churchw . Ace. ( Somerset Record Soc . 821, 
Item for ryses for the dawbes .. ijd. 1481-90 Howard 
Househ. Bks. (Roxb.) 5x4 Payd.. for bryngyng of dawbe 
and cley in to the said castell. 1587 Manch. Crt. Leet 
Rec. {18851 II. x8 For y ’ cariage of any mucke, dunge, 
dawbe, clay. 1622 R. Hawkins Voy. S. Sea (1847) XI 3 The 
soyle. .which, with water, .they make into clay, or a cer- 
taine dawbe. 1857 Livingstone Trav, xix. 369 Traders’ 
houses, .built of wattle and daub. 1876 R. F. Burton Gorilla 
L. II. 22 Heaps of filthy hovels, wattle and daub and dingy 
thatch. 1884 Cheshire Gloss. 279 A raddle and dobe house. 

b. Anything that is daubed or smeared on. c. 
fig. Insincere compliments, flattery, dial. 

1602 Narcissus 209 {1893) Though with the dawbe of 
prayse I am loath to lome her. 1693 Dryden Juvenal's 
Sat. vi. (R.), She duely, once a month, renews her face; 
Mean time, it lies in daub, and hid in grease. 1877 Holder * 
ness Gloss., Daub, hypocritical affection. 

2 . An act or instance of daubing. 

1669 A. Browne Ars Piet. (1675) 82 And with two or 
three dawbes of your great Pencil, lay it on in an instant. 
xqzx Kelly Sc. Prov. 256 (Jam.) Many a time have I gotten 
a wipe with a towel ; but never a daub with a dishdout before. 
1876 Whitby Gloss., Daub o' V hand, a bribe ; compensa- 
tion. ‘ They got a daub o’ t’ hand for ’t. * 

3 . A patch or smear of some moist substance, 
grease, colouring, etc, 

173X Swift Poems, Beautiful Young Nymph, [She] must, 
before she goes to Bed, Rub off theDawbsof White and 
Red. 3881 Tylor Anthropol. 418 Their bodies painted with 
black daubs. 

4 . A coarsely executed, inartistic painting. 

X76X Sterne Tr. Shandy III. xii, And did you step in, 
to take a look at the grand picture? ..’Tis a melancholy 
daub, my lord t 1784 Cowper Task vi. 285 That he dis- 
cerns The diffrence of a Guido from a daub. 1839 Marryat 
Diary in A mer. xst Ser. I. 292 A large collection of daubs, 
called portraits of eminent personages. x88o A. H. IIuth 
Buckle I. i. 15 A coarse daub of a picture. 

5 . attrib . or Comb., as daub hole. 

1848 S. Bamford Early Days i. (1850) 13 An old timber 
and daub house. 1875 Lane. Gloss., Daub-hoil, daub-hole, 
a clay or marl pit. 

Baubed (dgbd), ppl. a. [f. Daub v . + -i;d.] 
Plastered or coated with clay, paint, or sticky 
matter ; fig. bedizened, bearing a specious exterior. 

c 1325 E. E. A Hit. P. B. 492 In pat cofer }>at watz clay 
daubed, c 1420 Pallad. on Husb. 1. 785 Hym liketh best 
a daubed wough, 1581 Pettie Guazzo's Civ. Conv. m. 
(1586) 125 b, Those dawbed, pargetted, and vermilion died 
faces. 1598 Marston Pygmal, 135 Glittering in dawbed 
lac’d accoutrements. 1630 Sir S. D’Ewf.s Jrnls. (1783) 67 
This daubed piece . .the face hath no similitude. 1785 Sarah 
Fielding Ophelia I. xxv. The painted canvas is most 
innocent ; but the daubed hypocrite most criminal 
Dauber (dp bar), [f. Daub v . + -er i. In 
sense 1 prob. going back to AFr, daubour, in med. 
L. daubator whitewashes plasterer.] One who or 
that which daubs. 

f 1 . One who plasters or covers walls with mortar, 
clay, etc ; a plasterer; one who builds with 
daub. Obs. 


[ct 300 Lib. Cust. Edw. /, I. 99 (Godef.) De plastrers, de 
dau hours, de teulers.] 1382 Wyclif Isa. xli. 25 Asadaubere, 
or a pottere to-tredende the lowe erthe. 1398 Trevisa 
Barth. De P. R.xvi. ii. (1495) 553 Claye is tough erthe.. 
and ablet h to dyuers werkes of dawbers. 14x9 Liber A li/us 
(Rolls Ser.) I. 289 Carpenters, masouns, plastrers, daubers, 
teulers. ^1515 Cocke Lorells B. (Percy Soc. » 10 Parys 
plasterers, daubers, and lyme borners. 1535 Coverdale 
2 Kings xii. 12 To them that buylded and wroughte in the 
house of the Lorde, namely, to the dawbers and masons. 
x6ox Cornwallyes Ess. xi, Straw, and durfc good only for 
Thatchers, and Dawbers. 1641 Milton Animadv. vi. < 1851 > 
240 Yet this Dauber would daub still with his untempered 
Mortar. x8x6 in Peel Spen Valley (1893) 288 [A plasterer 
who] under the sobriquet of Dick Dawber was known far 
and near, a 1825 Forby Voc. E. Anglia, Dauber, a builder 
of walls with clay or mud, mixed with stubble or short 
straw, .In Norfolk it is now difficult to find a good dauber. 

1 2. One who puts a false show on things ; a hypo- 
critical flatterer. Obs. 

1642 Rogers Naaman 425 Put case, thou wert under the 
Ministery of a dawber and flatterer. 1653 Baxter Noth. 
Peace Come , 388 Meddle not with men-pleasers and daubers. 
1692 E. Walker Epictetus' Mar. Ixxi, If praised, he can 
despise The fulsome Dawber, and his Flatteries. 

3. A coarse or unskilful painter. 

1655 Fuller Ch. Hist, u i. ? x They were not Artists in 
that Mystery . . being rather Dawbers then Drawers. 2697 
Dryden Virg. (1806) II. 150 It hath been copied by so 
many sign-post daubers. 2751 . Smollett Per. Pic . (1.779) 
II. xlii. 55 What is the name of the dauber who painted 
that? 2880 Manch. Guard. 31 Dec., They will see., in 
David Cox something more than a dauber. 

4. U. S. A species of sand-wasp : from the way 
in which it daubs mud in forming its nest. 

1844 Gosse in Zoologist IL 582 The little boys, .informed 
me that these were the nests of dirt-daubers. *889 in Far- 
mer Americanisms* 

5. Anything used to daub with ; e.g. a rag-brush 
or stump used to put blacking upon boots, where 
it is spread by the blacking-brush. 

0. ~ Dabbeb 1 b (Ogilvie). 

Daubery, daubry (clg'bwi, dg’bri). [f. 
Dauber : see -kry.] The practice of daubing; 
the specious or coarse work of a dauber. 

1546 Bale Eng. Votaries 1. (1550-- 9 To patch up that 
dauberye of the deuyli, their vowed # wyuekw e and hus- 
band les chastite. Ibid. 89 Thys dyviaite of yours is but 
dongyshe daubry. 2598 Shaks. Merry W, iv. ii. x86 She 
workes by Charmes, bySpels, by th’ Figure, 81 such dawbry 
as this is. 2693 W. Frekk Set. Ess. xxil 123 We should 
have a graceful embroidery, not a daubery in expression. 
1830 Fraser's Mag. II. 1x4 He. .could colour either side of 
any question brought before him with gay daubery. 1876 
Whitby Gloss., Daubery . . applause doubtfully deserved ; 
cajolery; the purport of an inflated announcement, 

DanMugf (t § big b vbl sb. [-i.no j .] 

X. The action of the vb. Daub in various senses. 

Chinking and daubing: see Chinking vbl. sb. 1 a. 

2393 Langl. P. PI C. ix. ro8 Peers , . putte hem alia to 
werke, In daubyng and in deluyng. 2486 Nottingham 
Rec. ill. 241 Temperyng of morter, and lattyng and dawb- 
y ng at Jns hous. 1544 Churchw . Ace. St. Giles, Reading yo 
To a mason, for lathyng [an]d dawbyng i-ij' 5 . 1636 Amif 
Handsom. 21.5 [They] used such .. dawbing# of black, red, 
and white, as wholly changed the very naturall looks. 2658 
A. Fox Wurtz' Surg. in. xv. s6p To prevent this swelling 
. . much salving, dawbing, annomting, &c. they have ustfi 
2743 Lend. $ Country Brew, 112. (edL a> 1 86 u Corrupt and 
foul Puddles, whose ill Scents and nasty Daubing* are 
always ready to affect and damage the "Utensils and Worts, 
2848 Macaulay Hist. Eng. II. 432 note, Blackening a 
character which was black enough without such daubing, 

b. The putting a false show oti anything {obs.) ; 
hypocritical flattery. 

2655 Sanderson Serm. II. Pref., That all court chaplain# 
were parasites, and their preaching little other than daub- 
ing. x68x~6 J. Scott Chr. Life hi, (1606} 390 God . . sees 
through all the Dawbings and Fucu\ of Hy|w»crisk. 1766 
Smollett Trav. ll. xxix, (Jodr.l, Without any daubing at 
all, I am very sincerely your very .affectionate humble 
servant. 2803 Scott Let. Miss Seward in ' Lockhart xi , 
Such exaggerated daubing m Mr. Hayley has bestowed 
upon poor Cowper. 

c. Painting coarsely or inartistically ; lienee, a 
coarsely or badly executed painting, 

2654 Whitlock Zootomia 49.1 No such. . offensive Sight. as 
PenctU-dawbing. x68o Otway Orphan Peel, Hasty dawb- 
ing wiU but spoil the picture. ' xqx% Pore Guardian No. ft, 
I knew a painter. , make Ids dawbing# to be thought original# 
by setting them in the smoak. 175a Foote 'Baste 1. Wks. 
2799 I. 9 IIow high did your genius soar 1 To the "daubing 
diabolical .angels for ale-houses. ■ *870. E. Peacock Mutfi 
Skirl, HI. 1.94. Worth a houseful! of verrfe's daubings, 

2. Material with which anything is daubed; 
esp. mortar or day used in daubing walls ; rough- 
cast. 

238* Wyclif. Ezek. xiii. 1% Wher is the dawliynge, that |e 
dawbiden [i6xx the dawbing wherwtth ye haue dawbed itjf 
2598 Florio, Bmpiastm, a plakter, a daubing, *6 $ o llutwit 
Antkropomei. 158 To force and wrong Nature with Birth 
lime, Chaulk, Dawbing, and such trash, *726 Lkoni A fbtrtfs 
A rchit. I. 49 b, They . . are not too hasty to by the second 
dawbing over this. 2806-7 A. Young Agrie. Essex (1:813) 
I. 49 The old cottages are generally of clay daubing, a 2848 
Carlton N no Purchase I. 6t > Bartlett) The interstices of 
the log wall were * chinked —the chinking Wing large 
chips and small stabs . . and the daubing, yellow clay . . 
splashed in soft, 

b. According to Knight, Diet. Meek. (U. $.), 
a synonym of Dubbing for leather. 

3. attrib. and Comb. 

X540 MS.Acc. St. John's flosp., Canterb,. Fora dawbyng 
forke j d. x66o Fisher R us ticks Alarm Wks. (1679) 4>3 
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Such .. shifting and canvesing, and daubing doings in 
a business of such moment. 1663 Gerbier Counsel D j a, The 
old Norman gotish Lime and Haire-like daubing custome. 

Dau*bing,///. a. [-ing ^.] That dan I s ; esp. 
that bedaubs with flattery {obs ). Hence Ban b- 
ingly adv ., in a daubing manner. 

165s Gurnall Chr. in Arm. v. § 3 (166(f) 84 He hath his 
daubing Preachers, .with theirsoul-fiattermg. 1676WVCHER- 
ley PI. Dealer r, She . . hates the lying, masking, daubing 
world. 1682 S. Pordage Medal Rev, Ep. 2 As much to the 
life, as the pretended Whiggs Heroe most daubingly was 
lately aimed at, by the Author of the Medal. 1710 W. 
Buncombe in J. Dtmcombe's Lett. (1773) I. 239 The daub- 
ing sycophant. 

Baiibre elite (dg-br/foith Min. [f. as next + 
-Lite J A black sulphide of chromium, found in 
meteoric iron. 

189a Pall Mall G. 17 Sept. 7/2 The. .constituent parts of 
meteoric iron are. .numerous compounds, such as ferrous 
sulphide (trohite), sulphide of chromium (daubreellte), 
calcium sulphide (oldbamite), 

Daubreite ^Ip’biAait). Min. [Named 1867 
after M, Daubree, a French mineralogist : see-iTE.J 
A native oxy-chloride of bismuth. 

1876 Amer. Jrnl, Sc. Ser. hi. XII. 396. 

Baubry : see Daubery. 

Daubster (dp-bstar). [f. Daub, Dauber : see 
-ster.] A clumsy painter ; a dauber. 

1833 Reads Chr. Johnstone v i. 63 The young artist laughed 
the old daubster a merry defiance. 

Dauby (V 'g’bil, a. [f. Daub sb. + -y.] 

1. Of the nature of or resembling daub; sticky. 

1697 Dryden Virg. Georg, iv. 54 Th’ industrious Kind 

With dawby Wax and Flow’rs the Chinks have lin’d. 1787 
Marshall R . ur. Econ . East Norfolk Gloss., Dauby, clammy, 
sticky ; spoken of land when wet. 1884 Vpton-on-S event 
Gloss., Dauby, damp and sticky ; used of bread made from 
* grown ‘ wheat. 

2 . Given to daubing : dirty, etc. (seequots.). dial. 

1855 Robinson Whitby Gloss., Dauby, untidy, dirty. 

Dauby folks, slovenly people in household matters. 1877 
N, W. Line. Gloss., Dauby, dirty. ‘What a dauby bairn 
thoo art’. 1877 /folder ness Gloss., Dauby.. (2) feignedly 
affectionate ; (3) gaudily dressed, without taste. 

3 . Of the nature of a daub. 

1829 Blackw . Mag. XXVI. 962 The painter’s work — be it 
dawby or divine. 1878 JMozlcy s Ess. I. Introd. 43 A slovenly, 
and, to use his own expression, dauby style of writing. 
Baud : see Dad sb .- and v. 

Dandle, var. of Dawdle. 

Baugh, daneh (dax, dax w ). Sc. Mining.. 
[Ely mol. uncertain : the form points to an earlier 
dalgh, dal$ ; cf. Dauk ] See quots. 

1793 Ure Hist. Rutherglen 289 Daugh, a soft and black 
substance, chiefly of clay, mica, and what resembles coal- 
dust. 1807 Headrick A rran 217 The dauch which separates 
the two seams of coal. . 1859-65 Page Geol. Terms, Douk , 
Dauk, or Daugh, applied in mining to beds or bands of 
hard, tough clay or clayey admixture ; generally without 
lamination, and more or less compact and homogeneous. 
Hence Bau*cliy a., of the character of daugh. 

1807 Headrick Arran 217, 8 or 10 inches of a dauchy 
till. 1845 Whistlebinkie (Sc. Songs) (1890) I. 373 The ice is 
dauchie. 

Daughter (dp-toi). Forms : a. 1 dohtor, -ur, 
1-3 dohter, 3-4 doubter, -ir, 3-5 defter, -ir, 
-ur, 3-6 (9 dial.) dowter, 4 dohuter, -ir, -yr, 
dow^ghtur, douther, 4-5 doghtir, -ur, d outer, 
4-5 (8 . 5 V.) doghtter, 4-6 doughter (dowghter, 
5 dough tur, dughter, dowtir, -yr, pow^tur, 
tb owghter, 5-6 Sc. dochtir, 5-9 Sc dochter, 6 
doughtour. Sc. douchter). / 3 . (6 dial dahtorr, 
dofffcer, 6-7 daffcer), 6- daughter (riming with 
after in Pilgr. Prog., etc.). Plural : see below. 
[A Cora. Teutonic and Common Aryan word of 
relationship, OIL dohtor (-ur,-er) — OFris. dochter , 
OS. dohtar (MDu., Du., LG. dochter ), OHG. tohter 
(MUG. tohter, Ger. toe liter), ON. dotter {‘.—dohter), 
(Sw., Norw. dot ter, Da. dattef), Goth, dauhtar 
OTeuiSdohter; corresp. to pre-Germanic "dhukte'r 
from original *dhughoie , r, whence Skr. duhitar 
Zend duy&ar, Armen. du$tr, OSlav. ditsli, Lith. 
dukte : cf. also Gr. Ovyaryp. Generally referred to 
the verbal root *dhugk-, Skr. duh- to milk. 

The normal modern repr. of OIL dohtor , ME, dof 
ter, is daughter, still used in 16th c., and now repre- 
sented by Sc. dochter , dowch/er, north. Eng. dowter. 
The form daughter appeared in the 16th c. (substi- 
tuted in Cranmers ed. of the Bible for Tindale’s 
and Coverdale’s daughter, whence in all later ver- 
sions, and always in Shakspere and later writers). 
It appears to be of southern origin, and analogous 
to the southern phonetic development of bought, 
sought, thought : a Wells will of 1531 has dahtorrs : 
cf. the mod. Somerset and Devon* (daiai). 

In OE. the dative sing, was. de liter; genitive dohtor 
(sometimes tighten ; the uninflected genitive continued in 
use to. the 16th c. . The plural shows a variety of forms, via. 
OE. dohtor , -ur, -er (like the sing. 1, dohtru, dohtra, Nor th- 
umb. dohter, dohtero ; The first of these app. did not survive 
the .OE. 'Stage; the form in -u, -a, is represented in early 
ME. by Layamon's dohtere, dahtre ; but Layamon has 
also dohtren, which survived in S.W. dialect to 1500. Ormin 
has doh/t tress, and the later text of Layamon dohtrts, which 
is always found in northern ME., and became the standard 


form. An umlaut plural defter appears in the West Mid- 
land Alliterative Poems of 14th c. and the Troy book of 
c 1400 ; it occurs elsewhere with inflexional endings, dehtren , 
de feres : cf. brother, brethren. # The unfixedness of the 
form is seen in this, that the earlier text of Layamon has 
both dohtere and dohtren , the later both dohtren and 
dohtres ; the MSS. of Chaucer also show both doughtres 
and doughtren , Hali Meidenhad has dohtren and dehtren, 
the A Uiterative Poems defer and de feres. 

With the OE. plural forms, cf. OFris. dohtera and doh- 
ter en, OHG. tohter, tohtenl, tohteriln, MHG., with umlaut, 
tohter, Ger. tochter, LG. deckier. The original Teutonic 
nom. pi. was *dohtriz , in, early Norse runes dohtriR, whence 
regularly Norse deetr, dbettr ; a corresponding OE. *dcehier, 
*dehter is not found, but the ME. West Midland defer 
may be its descendant. The other forms in the various 
languages are later, and analogical. For OE. dohtor, 
dohtru , -ret, see the similar forms under Brother: it is 
possible that those in -ru, - ra , northern -ero, are assimilated 
to -os, stems like lombru, -ra, -ero. ME. dofren , defren 
exemplify the usual passage of vowel plurals in early 
southern ME. into the -en type, and Ormm's dohtress the 
early ascendancy of -es plurals in the north and midlands. ] 

A. Illustration of the plural forms. 

t a. OE. dohtor, -ur, -er ; dohtra, -ru, -ero ; 
ME. 2-3 dohtere, -tre. 

c 1000 Ags. Ps . xliv. 10 Cynincga dohtor [filise regmn\. 
Ibid, cxliii. 15 Heora dohtru [f lits eorum ]. cxooo Ags. 
Gosp. Luke xxiii. 28 Eala dohtra hierusalem (V 950 Lindisf. 
dohtero, eg 75 Ruskw. dohter, c 1160 Hatton dohter]. 
c 1205 Lay. 24509 Comen. .)>ere hehere monnen dohtere. 

t #. 4 deljter, 4-5 deghter. 
c 2325 E. E. A Hit. P , B. 939 Loth & his lef, hys lufiyehe 
defter, c 1400 Destr. Troy 3474 Sonnes . . ffyue . . and Jue 
deghter. Ibid. 1489 Of his Deghter by dene , . One Creusa 
was cald. 

f 7. 2 doehtren, 3 dohteren, -tren, do3tren, 

4 douh-, dou3~, doghtren, 4-5 doughtren. 

a 1175 Cott. Horn. 225 ^edeir sunen and doehtren. c 120$ 
Lay. 2924 pe king hefde preo dohtren [c 1275 dohtres]. 
c 1230 Mali Meid. 41 pu schalt . . teamen dohtren & sunen. 
1297 R.Glouc. (1724' 509 Hor wiues & hor dohtren. t'1320 
Cast. Love 289 Foure douhtren hedde pe kyng. cx 374 
Chaucer Trovlus iv. Prol. 22 Oye herynes nyghttes dougn- 
tren thre. 1480 Caxton Ckron. Eng. xiii. 15 Tho ii eldest 
doughtren wolde not abide till Leyr hir fadre was deede. 

1 5. deghtren ; 3-5 dehtren, 5 deytron. 
c 1230 Hali Meid. 19 Alle hise sunnen and alle hise dehtren. 
14. . Chron. Eng. 543-5 in Ritson Anc. Metr. Rom. (1802) 
II. (Matz ), Edward hade . . Nine dehtren ant five sones. 
c 1420 Chron. Vilod. 367 pe Bysshop. .sayde deytron ycham 
fulle hevy. 

€. f dohtres, f doughters, etc. ; daughters. 
cxzoo Trin. Coll. Horn. 19 To sunes and to dohtres. 
c 1250 Gen. <$- Ex. 1092 Loth and his dohtres two. c 1300 
Havelok ; 17 Hauelok . . And hise two doutres. c 1325 E. E. 
Allii. P. B. 814 His two dere do^terez. c 1340 Cursor M. 
38983 (Fairf ) ^oure sones and pure doupris. c 1386 Chaucer 
NutPs Pr. T. 555 Eek hir doghtres two [v.rr. doughtres, 
doubters, dowhters, doughteryn!. c 1450 Merlin 3 He had 
thre doughters and a sone. 1535 Coverdat.e Acts ii. 17 
Youre sonnes and youre doughters. 1539 Cranmer ibid. 
Youre sonnes and youre daughters. 

t f. 4 deghteres, -tres, de^teres, de^tters. 
a 1300 Cursor M. 9623 Sir, o pi deghteres am 1 an. c 1325 
E. E. Allit. P. B. 890 py wvf St J?y wypz St by wlone 
de^tters. _ Ibid, B. 933 His wyf & his wlonk de3teres. 

B. Signification. 

1. prop. Tne word expressing the relation of 
a female to her parents; female child or offspring. 
The feminine term corresponding to Son. 

a. Form daughter. Obs. exc. dial. 

c 2000 Ags. Gosp. Matt. xx. 37 Se <5e lufa<5 sunu oSfte 
dohtor [v. r. dohtur) swypur ponne me. c ix6o Hatton G. 
ibid., Se pe lufeb sune oo?ie dohtor. cxz 00 Trin. Coll Ham. 
197 His seuen sunes and prie dochtres. ^1340 Cursor M. 
155 (Trin.) Mary also hir doubter mylde l v.r. doghter, 
doutherj. 14. . Nominale in Wr.-Wuleker 691/17 Hie getter, 
a dowghter husband, c 3449 Pecock Repr. v. iii. 500 Marie 
. .bare sones and doustris after that sche. . bare Crist. 2535 
Coverdale Ezek. xvi. 44 Soch a mother, soch a doughter. 
[5V. and dial. 1609 Skene Reg. Maj. 33 Gif there be moe 
dochters nor ane, the here age sail be divided amonst them. 
3724 Ramsay Tea^i. Misc.(\ 733) I. 8 I’m come your doghter’s 
love to win. 1793 Burns Let. to Cunningham 3 Mar., Do 
you know the. .old Highland air called ‘The Sutor’s Doch- 
ter ’? 1863 Tyneside Songs 24 For he a dowter had.) 
ft. Form daughter. 

1531 W. Babe in Wells Wills (3890) 1 34 To_my to dahtorrs 
a kow. 1532 T. Budd ibid. ( 1890 1 83 To their eldest daf ters. 
*539 Cranmer Matt. Lx. 18 My daughter is even now 
diseased. 1596 Shaks.^ Tam. Shr. 1, i. 245 So could I ’faith 
boy, to haue the next wish after, That Lucentio indeede had 
Bapttstas yongest daughter. 1684 Bunyan Pilgr. 11. (Han- 
serd Knollys ed.) 339 Dispondende, good-man, is coming 
after, And so also is Much-afraid^ his Daughter. 1749 
Fielding Tom Jones vi. vii. The misery of all fathers who 
are so unfortunate as to have daughters. 1847 Tennyson 
Princ. v. 319 ‘Boys!’ shriek’d the old king, but vainlier 
than a hen To her false daughters in the pool, [dial. 1864 
Capern Devon Provinc , Darter, daughter. 1837 Dickens 
Pickvt. viii, ‘ My da’ater.’J 

2. transf. A female descendant ; a female mem- 
ber of a family, race, etc.; a woman in relation 
to her native country or place. (Cf. Child 9.) 

c 1000 Ags. Gosp. J ohn xii. 15 Ne ondrsed j-u Slones dohtor. 
c xx6o Hatton G, ibid., Ne on-drsed pu pe Syones dohter. 
1382 Wyclif jfudg. xiv. 1 A womman of the dou^tris of 
Philistien. — Luke xiii. j 6 This dou^tre of Abraham, : 
xxiii. 28 Dou^tris of Jerusalem. 1667 Milton P. L. 1. 453 
The I.ove-tale Infected Sions^ daughters with like heat. 
1812 Byron Ck. liar. it. Ixxxi, Danced on the shore the 
daughters of the land. 1833 Tennyson Lady Clara i, The 
daughter of a hundred Earls. 1850 — In Mem. Concl. ii, 
A daughter of our house. 2855 — The Brook 69 A daughter 
: ©four meadows. 


3 . Used as a term of affectionate address to a 
woman or gill by an older person or one in a su- 
perior relation. Obs. or arch. 

c xooo Ags, Gosp, Matt. ix. 22 Gelyf dohtor, pin geleafa pe 
gehaelde. c 1230 Hali Meid. 3 Jher me dohter he sei'd. 
X382 Wyclif Matt, ix. 22 And jhesus . . saide, Doubter, 
haue thou trust ; thi faith hath made thee saaf. 1534 
Tindale ibid., Doughter, be of good confort. [So 1535 
Coverdale, 1539 Cranmer, 1557 Geneva, 1582 Rheims; 
x6ix, daughter.] 1592 Shaks. Rom. f Jul. iv. i. 39 Are 
you at leisure, Holy Father, now ? . . Fri. My leisure serues 
me, pensiue daughter, now. 1790 Cowfer Odyssey xxiii. 79 
To whom thus Euryclea, nurse belov’d, What word, my 
daughter, hath escaped thy lips? 

4 . A girl, maiden, young woman (with no express 
reference to relationship). Obs or arch. 

1382 Wyclif Song Sol. ii 2 As a lilie among thomes, so 
my leef among dohtres. 1483 Caxton Cato E viij b. If 
a doughter drynke of the water., yf she be a mayde she 
shal crye. x6xx Bible Proa. xxxi. 29 Many daughters haue 
done virtuously, but thou excellest them all. x8x8 Shelley 
Revolt of Islam viii. ii. q She is some bride, Or daughter 
of high birth. 

5 . fig. A woman viewed in relation to some one 
whose spirit she inherits, or to some characteristic 
quality, pursuit, or other circumstance. (A He- 
braism of Scripture.) (Cf. Child 12, 13.) 

1382 Wyclif Eccl. xii, 4 And alle the dogtris of the song 
shul become doumb. — 1 Pet. iii. 6 As bare obeschide to 
Abraham . . of whom $e ben dou^tres wel doynge. 1738 
Wesley Wks. (1872) I. 158 A daughter of affliction came to 
see me. 1847 Tennyson Princ. iv. 259 Eight daughters of 
the plough, stronger than men. 1859 in Aliibone Diet. Eng, 
Lit. I. 266 We .. claim her [Mrs. Bi owning] as Sbakspere’s 
daughter 1 

6. fig. Anything (personified as female) con- 
sidered in relation to its origin or source. 

c 1230 Hali Meid. 15 Vre wit is godes dohter. 1340 Ayenb. 
26 Foie ssame. .is. .dorter of prede. x 667 Milton P. L. ix. 
653 God. . left that Command Sole Daughter of his voice. 
1728 Pope Dune. 1. 12 Du Iness. .Daughter of Chaos and 
eternal Night. 1805 Wordsw. Ode to Ditty 1 Stern Daughter 
of the Voice of God ! O Duty 1 xSzo Shelley The Cloud 
vi, I am the daughter of earth and water. Mod. Italian, 
the eldest daughter of ancient Latin. 

b. Applied to the relation of cities to their 
metropolis or mother-city; in Scripture to the 
smaller towns dependent on a chief city. 

*535 Coverdale Josh. xv. 47 Asdod with the doughters 
[x6xx towns] and vyllages therof. Mod. Carthage the 
famous daughter of Tyre. 

c. Duke of Exeter $ daughter. Scavengers [cor- 
ruption of Skevington s] daughter : names given to 
instruments of torture of which the invention is 
attributed to the Duke of Exeter and Sir W. 
Skevington, Lieutenant of the Tower of London, 
respectively. So gunner's daughter , the gun to 
which seamen were lashed to be flogged. See 
Gunner, Scavenger. 

[1642 Fuller Holy <§* Prof. St. iv. xiii. 301 A daughter of 
the Duke of Exeter invented a brake or cruel rack.) a 1700 
B. E. Diet. Cant. Crew , Duke of Exeter's Daughter, 
a Rack in the Tower of London, to torture and force Con- 
fession; supposed to be introduced by him. 1720 Stow's 
Surv. (ed. Strype 1754) I. l. xiv. 66/3 The Brake or rack, 
commonly called the Duke of Exeter’s daughter because he 
was the deviser of that torture. 1878 J. Gairdner Rich. Ill, 
iv. 125 Being, .a prisoner in the Tower, in the severe embrace 
of ‘ the Duke of Exeter’s daughter ’. 

7 . attrib. and Comb, (usually fg), as daughter- 
branch, -bud, -city, - house , -island, -language, 
-state; daughter- like adj. ; daughter-cell ( 2 >iol .) 7 
one of two or more cells produced by the fission 
of an original or mother-cell. 

1586 T. B. LaPrimaud. Er. Acad. 5 to The rare example 
of daughter-like pietie. 16x4 Raleigh Hist. World n. ix. 

§ x (R.) A fruitful vine planted by the well side, and spread 
her daughter-branches along the wall. 1641 Milton Reform. 
Wks. 11847)21 This Britannic empire, .with all her daughter- 
islands about her. a 1721 Prior Celia to Damon 104 And 
when the parent rose decays and dies . . the daughter-buds 
arise. 1871 Marcus Dods tr. St. A ug. City of God I. 107 
Flow, then, could that be a glorious war which a daughter- 
state waged against its mother ? 1876 W agner's Gen, 

Pathol 92' 'The daughter-cells separate after complete diyi- 
. sian. , 1878 Bosw. Smith Carthage 5 The Phoenicians alike 
j of the parent country and daughter ' cities ■ ; x88a' Vines 
i Sacks' Bet. *39 One of the two daughter-cells ' .(the'' Apical 
Cell) remains, .similar to the mother-cell. ■ x886 A bp. Benson 
Prayer at opening Col & htd. Exhib, May 4, That all the 
daughter-lands of her Realms and Empire may be knit 
together in perfect unity. 

Hence ■ a. (nonce- wd.), full of 

daughters. Daughter Flood, (a) the condition of 
being a daughter.; ' (b) daughters collectively (cf* 
sisterhood :>* , Dau’ghterMn ftonce-wd. ■ after' ! Ger. 
tochterchen), little daughter." • Bau*gMerless a., 
without a daughter. Dau'gliterling (nonce- wd.), 
little daughter. BawgMersMp (nonce-wdi), the 
condition or relation of a daughter, 

1830 Carlyle in. For. Rev* Coni. Misc. V. 45 In a 
daughter-full house. 1835 T ait's Mag. II. \ior The 
motherhood of Great Britain and the unportioned daugh- 
terhood. 1890 J. Pulsford Loyalty to Christ I. 250 
Daughter,' thou hast, lost . thy' divine daughterhood. ■■ ■ 1858: 
Carlyle Fredk. Gt. II. x. i. 571, His poor little Daughter-', 
kin, 'X393 Gower Cotip. ill,' 305 Ye shull for me be 
doughterfes.' 1887 Cernhill Mag. Oct. 434 Wifeless .and, 
dau -hterless. 1853 C. Bronte Villette xxv. (D.y Wiiat 
am! to do with this : daughter or daughterling of mine? 


DAUGHTER-IN- LAW. 

x8o8 Southey Lett. (1856) II, 65, I shall not condole with 
you on the daughtership. 

DaTrg&ter-in-law’. [See Brother-in-law.] 

1 . The wife of one's son. 

1382 Wyclif Ruth i. 22 Thanne cam Noemy with Ruth 
Moabite, hir doujter in iawe. C1440 Promp. Parv. 129 
I)o3tyr in lawe, mints. 16x1 Bible Matt. x. 35 The 
daughter in law against her mother in law. x886 Besant 
Childr. Gibe ami. xxxii, < A mother is difficult to please in 
the matter of daughters-in-law. 

2 . = Stepdaughter. (Now considered incorrect. 
Cf. Father-in-law 2.) 

[1530 Palsgr. 215/1 Doughter in lawe, belle file . 1 184s 
Gentl. Mag. I. 312 Isabella, daughter of the late Lieut. 
|ohn Raleigh Elwes.. and daughter-in-law to J, Brown, 

Daug3iter-law. N ow dial. - Daughter-in-law. 
1526-34 Tindale Matt. x. 25 The doughterlawe ageynst 
her motherlawe. 1567 Turberville Ovid’s Ep, si. 36 
(Hallxw.) Thy father would not entertaine In Greece a 
daughter-lawe. x888 Elworthy IV. Somerset Word-bit 
Darter-law, (always) daughter-in-law. 

IJaugliterly (dgtoiliv [f. Daughter + 
-ly l.J Pertaining to or characteristic of a daugh- 
ter; such as becomes a daughter; filial. 

#1535 More Whs. 1449 (R.) Youre very daughterly dealing. 
1562 Leigh A nnorie (1597) 96 b, Mooued to knowe their 
seuerall actions and daughterly loue. X794 Hurdis Tears 
Affect. 45 To relate ... the soft tale Of daughterly affection. 
1871 H. B. Forman Our Living Poets 231 The mere fear 
lest our wives and daughters should . . become less wifely 
and daughterly. 

Hence Batt* gMerliness. 

1664 H. More Exp. 7 Epist. B ij b, The Womanishnesse or 
Daughterlinesse, if I may so speak, of the Church of Rome. 
188a Argosy XXXIV. 280 She cared for her with a tender 
daughterliness. 

Dank (dpk). Mining. Also (Sc.) dalk, dawk, 
(north Eng.) dowk. [The earlier Sc. form was 
evidently dalk, but the north Eng. points to dolk : 
the etymology is obscure ; cf. D augh.] See quots. 

1795 Statist ( Acc. Stirlings. XV. 329 (Jam.) Below the 
coal, there is eighteen inches of a stuff, which the workmen 
term dalk. 1829 Sopwith Mines Alston Moor xo8 In Alston 
the contents of the unproductive parts of veins are chiefly 
described as dowk and rider. The former is a brown, friable, 
and. soft soil, 1859 65 Page Geol. Terms , Dank or Dawk , 
a mining or quarry term for bands and beds of tough, com- 
pact, sandy, clay. 1873 Swaledale Gloss., Dowk , tenacious 
black clay in a lead vein. 1876 Mid-Yorks. Gloss., Dowk, 
a mine-working of a stiff clayey nature. Nidderdale. 

Da.uk, daukin : see Dawk, D.\wkin. 

+ Dauke. Ohs. rare. [ad. L. daucus , d attaint 
carrot.] The wild carrot, Daucus Caroia. 

c 1450 Alpkita (Anecd. Oxon.) 47 Daucus creticus . . gall, 
dauk. 1688 R. Holme Armoury n. 73/1 The Dauke, or I 
wild Carrot [hath] flower white. I 

Daulk, obs. form of Dalk 2. 

Da nip hiii, obs. form of Dauphin. 

Dault, var. Dalt ; obs. pa. pple. of Deal v. 
Daun, obs. form of Dan K 
tDatmck, a. Obs. Fastidious. 

CX460 Towneley Myst. xviL 509 Begyn I to rekyn I thynk 
alle dysdayn For daunche. x8 88 Sheffield Gloss., Daunch y 
adj. fastidious, over nice, squeamish. 

Dauneheroiis, obs. form of Dangerous. 
Daunder, Dauner, Daunger : see Dander, 
Danger. 

f Damisel, v. Ohs. [a. OF. daunceler, dan - 
zeler to caress, dandle, f. danzele, dansele damsel, 
girl] To caress, make much of, coax. 

1362 Langl. P. PI. A. xr. 30 Luytel is he Ioued or leten bi 
J>at such a lessun rede]?, Or daunseled [v. r. dauntid] or 
drawen for]?. 1393 Ibid. C. vil 20 (MS. F.) Demed for her 
doyngus & daunselde {other MSS . excited] many oj?ure. 

Daunt (d§nt), v. Also 4-6 daunte, dawnt(e, 
4-7 (4-6 Sc.) dant. [a. OF. dante-r (i2-i4th c. 
in Littre), var. of donter (mod.F. dompter) - Pr. 
domtari—L. domitare, freq. of domdre to tame, 
subdue. (For the a of danter, cf. Dan t£. 1 )] 

I. f 1 . irons. To overcome, subdue, vanquish. 
CX300 K. Alls. 1312 Sone he wol daunte thy maignel 
X375 Barbour Bruce iv. 602 The lord persy. .Dantit suagat 
all the land, 1391 Chaucer Boeth. iv. vix. 147 Hercules . . 
dawntede be proude Centauris. 1509 Hawes Past. Pleas. 
rv. xii, He mette an hydeous gyaunt. .With his great strokes 
he did hym daunt. 1549 Compl. Scot. i. zx The riche 
monarche of rome, quhilk dantit ande subdeuit al the 
varld ? x6xo Holland Camden's Brit. (1637) 256 Being 
now daunted by time, there remained! an heape of rammell 
and rubbish, witnessing the ruines thereof. 

•f* 2 . To tame, break in (an animal). Ohs. 

1377 Langl. P. PI. B.' xv. 393 Makometh . . Daunted 
a dovvue, and day and ny}te hir fedde. 1481 Caxton 
Myrr. n. vi. 72 Bullys whiche..haue homes that remeue 
about hym so that noman may tame ne daunte them. 1549 
Compl. Scot. xvii. 145 Sum of them began to plant treis, 
sum to dant beystis. ' 1569 Newton Cicero's Olde Age 43 a. 
To dauire fierce horses. 

t 3 .Jig. To bring into subjection, subdue, tame ; 
to hold in subjection, control. Obs. 

1303 R. Brunne Handl. Synne 8420 ]>at ]»ou mayst nat ]?y 
flesshe daunte Be not |?arfor yn wanhope. c X390 Chaucer 
Truth 13 Daunt thi self that dauntest otheres dede. c 1425 
Jas. I (Scotl ) Good Counsel in Hingis Q. (1884) 51 Sen 
word is thrall and thocht is only free, Thow dant thi twnge, 
that pouer has and may. 1533 Oau Richt Fay (1888) 14 
Thay quhilk wil nocht suffer god to dant and rewl tbayme 
. .efeer his halie wil. 1621 Burton A nat. Mel. l ii, iv. vii, 
(1651) 163 It daunts whole kingdoms and cities. 
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f b. To cast down, put down, quell. Obs. 

? <2x400 Arthur 113 He daunted ]>e proude & hawted pe 
poure. 1513 -75 Drum. Occurrents (1833) 144 dant tne 
insolence of George erle Huntlie. 1594 G. W. Senior Pref. 
Verses Spenser's A morelti, Dawnting thereby our neigh- 
boures auncient pride. 1709 Strype Ann. Ref. I. xlvu. 51 1 
The secretary in a letter . . trusted the Queen s Majesty 
would proceed here in such sort, as both these misemets 
would be daunted. # .... 

4 . To abate the courage of, discourage, dispirit ; 
to put in awe, abash ; to overcome with fear, in- 
timidate, cause to quail. (The current sense.) 

c 1475 Rauf Coil^ear 600, I dreid me, sa he dantit the, 
thow durst not with him deill. 1568 Grafton Citron. 11 . 
615 This discomfiture, .daunted the hartesof the. .Gascons. 
1596 Shaks. Tam. Shr. 1. ii. 200 Thinke you a little dinne 
can daunt mine eares ? 16x4 Bp. Hall Recoil. J real. X003 
True Christian fortitude . . may be overborne, but it cannot 
be daunted. 2781 Gibbon Decl. $ E. II. xxxii. 227 The 
spirit of their chief was not daunted by misfortune. 1863 
Geo. Eliot Romola 11. iv. She was not daunted by the 
practical difficulties in the way. 

f 5 . To daze, stupefy. Ohs. exc. dial. 

1581 Mulcaster Positions xiii. (1887) 62 Such as . . haue 
their senses daunted, either thorough dreaming melancholic, 
or dulling phleame. 159° Spenser A. Q. 1. i. x 8 Much 
daunted with that dint her^ sence was dazd. 1847-78 
Halhw., Daunt . An the provinces, to stun, to knock down. 
f II. 6. To dandle, fondle, caress. Ohs. 

1303 R. Brunne Handl. Synne 4880 pc fadyr . . be chylde 
dauntede on hys kne. 1382 Wyclif Isa. Ixvi. 12 yp on the 
knes men shul daunte 30U. 14. . Prose Legends in Anglia 

VIII. 132 Wif? siche woordes 8 c cosses dauntynge hir 
body. 1483 Cath. Angl. 92 To Dawnte (A. or to cherys), 
blanditractare. 

f b. absol. To toy. Obs. rare, 
a 1529 Skelton Image Ij>ocr. 225 Some daunte and daly 
. .in the blak ally Wheras it ever darke is. 

III. 7 . Herring Fishery. To press salted 
herrings into the barrel with a 'daunt % 

*733 P» Lindsay Interest Scot. 201 The largest Herrings 
. .repackt by themselves, and sufficiently served with fresh 
Salt, daunted and well oyled. 1891 Rep. Deputation Fishery 
Board Scot, to Continent 7 No daunting should be used, 
when the barrel is fully filled up, but it is most desirable on 
the first filling up. 

Daunt, sb. [f. Daunt v.] 
f L The act of daunting ; dispiriting, intimida- 
tion ; a check. Obs. 

a 1400 in Leg. Rood 139 pc deuel . . Mony folk In-to heile he 
clihte, Til j?e crosses dunt }af him a daunt. 1573 'Lwyne 
AEndd. xi. Ii iv b, O Tyrrhene dastardes still ? What daunt 
within youre hartes doth light ? 1640 Bp. Reynolds Passions 
xxvii. 279 Ina sudden datmtand onset of an unexpected evill. 
f 2 . Dandling, caress. Obs. 

a 1548 Thrie Priests Pebtis in Pinkerton Sc. Poems I. 43 
(Jam.) Of me altyme thow gave but lytil tail ; Na of me 
wald have dant nor dail. 

3 . Herring Fishery. A disc of wood, usually 
made of two barrel heads nailed together cross- wise, 
used to press down salted herrings in the barrels. 

1890 Regul. Branding Herrings (Sc. Fishery Board) 5 
The daunt must be used with all repacked herrings, I bui. 6 
The. .herrings then left in the barrel, .shall be pressed down 
. .steadily and uniformly, by daunt or otherwise. 
Daunted (dented), Ppl. a. Also 4-6 Sc. 
dantit, -yt. [f. Daunt v. + -ed k] 
fl. Tamed, subdued, brought under control ; 
trained (quot. 1 530). Obs. 

c 1375 . 5 V. Leg. Saints, Jacobus 350 pe oxine fookkit] to f>e 
wane mekly As ]?ai had bene wel-dantyt ky. 1487 Sc. Acts 
Jas. III. c. xS Davntit hors depute to werk 8 c nocht to J?e 
sadill. 1530 Lyndesay Test. Papyngo 277 Maisteris of 
Museik, to recreat thy spreit With dantit voce and plesaride 
Instrument. ' 2560 Rou^nd Crt. Venus l* rot. 229 Be dantit 
refrenatioun, A man may. .alter his Indinatioun. 

2 . Dispirited ; overcome with fear. 

2577-87 Holinshed Citron. I. 176/2 The forepart of his 
dawnted host. 1771 Mrs. Griffith tr. Viands Shipwreck 
143 The daunted look with which he eyed us. X867 Jean 
Ingelow Poems , Story Doom vil 46 The daunted mighty 
ones kept silent watch. 

Hence Daumte&ness. 

1660 G. Fox Saint, to Chas. II, 6 God struck thy Fathers 
Party with dauntedness of spirit. 

Daunten : see Daunton v. Sc. 

Daxmter (d§*nt9j). Also 6 Sc* danter, -ar. 
[f. Daunt v. + -er 1 .] 

1 . One who daunts ; + a subduer, vanquisher. 

15x3 Douglas sEneis iv. Prol. 226 Danter of Affrik, Queue 
fundar of Cartage. 1552 Lyndesay Monarche 4183 The 
danter of the Romanis pompe and glorye. 1586 Warner 
Alb. Eng. 1. vi. (R.), The danter then of trespassers. 

+ 2. A tamer (of horses), horse-breaker. Obs . 

15x3 Douglas JEneis vn. iv. 84 Kyng Ficus, Dantar of 
horss. 1549 Compl. Scot. xvii. 15 1 The maist perfyit Indus- 
treus horse dantars of macedon. 

Daunting (dg ntig), vbl. sb. [-iNGb] The 
action of the verb Daunt ; vanquishing ; taming ; 
caressing; discouragement, intimidation. 

c 1400 Rom. Rose 4032 Man may for no dauntyng Make 
a sperhauke of a bosarde, c 1440 Promp . Parv. 1x5 Dawnt- 
ynge, or grete chersynge,yW/V. 1581 Mulcaster Positions 
xli. (1887) 235 It is a great daunting to the best able man. 
1654 E. Johnson Wond. Work. Provid. 1x7 Tothedanting 
of every proud heart. 

Daxrnting, ppl a. [-ing 2 .] That daunts; 
intimidating, etc. ; see the verb. 

a 1300 Cursor M. 21343 (CotL) Leon dantand harsk and 
herd. C1585 Faire Mm m. 1052 As for his menacing 
and daunting threats. 2677 Gilpin Demonol. 1x867) 467 


DAUPHINESS. 

[ A daunting and commanding authority over the consciences 
! of men. 1847 Emerson Poems , Monadnoc Wks. (Bohn) I. 
439 Open the daunting map beneath. 

Hence Daumtingly adv.. Dan-ntingness. 

2794 Burns M'Pherson's Farewell, Sae daunting ly gaed 
he. 1613-18 Daniel Coll. Hist. Eng. 4 (D.j As one who 
well knew. . how the first euents are those which xncusse 
a daungtingnesse or daring. 

Dauntless (d^ritles), a. [f. Daunt v. (hardly 
from the sb.) + -less.] Not to be daunted ; fear- 
less, intrepid, bold, undaunted. 

2593 Shaks. 3 Hen. VI, m. iii. 17 Let thy dauntless® 
minde still ride in triumph, Oner all mischance, 1667 
Milton P. L. 1. 603 Browes Of dauntless courage. xy6x 
Gray Fatal Sisters 41 Low the dauntless Earl is laid. 
1817 Scott (title), Harold the Dauntless, 1874 Green 
Short Hist. viii. § 5. 514 Laud was as dauntless as ever. 
Hence Bau-ntlessly adv., Daxmtlessness. 

18x3 Shelley Q. Mab vil x 96 Therefore I rose, and 
dauntlessly began My lonely, . pilgrimage. 1730*6 Bailey 
( folio). Daunt Lsness, a being without Fear or Discourage- 
ment. 1876 Bancroft Hist. U. S. VI. xiviii. 292 Shelby., 
among the dauntless singled out for dauntlessness. 

Daunton, daaitoax (rip nton , Sc. Forms; 
6-7 dantoun, 5-9 danton, 7-9 dannten, 8-9 
daunton. [A derivative form of Daunt v. ; perh. 
a mistaken form of daunlen pres. inf. (in Chaucer, 
etc.). Always spelt danton , -oun in earlier Sc., as 
dant was then regularly used for daunt. \ * Daunt 
v . : To subdue, tame, intimidate, etc. 

1535 Stewart Cron, Scot. II, 8 How the Km^riosire 
Theodocius send ane Annie. .to dantoun this folmid Ck- 
taueus. a 1572 Knox Hist Ref Wks. 1846 I. »t This 
wonderotise wark of God. .audit to have dantoned hir furie. 
1599 Jas. I Btt/nA. Awpov m. xzt Use. .to rick* and danton. . 
couragious horses, 1609 Bp. W. Barlow Answ. blameless 
Cath. 121 To enforce a grant, or daunten the Prince. x68x 
Colvil Whigs Supp lie. (1751) 128 Who once at Rome, his 
pride to danton, His nose saluted with a pan ton. c 1794 
Burns Song, Elude red Rose , An mild man shall never 
daunton me. 1837 R. Njcoll Poems (1842.) x6a Its sadness 
shall never danton me. 

Hence Dau’ntoned ppl. a., tamed, broken in. 

1597 Skene Quon. Attach, c. 48 § n Bot it is otherwise of 
a tame and dantoned horse (de equo domito\. 

DaUBis, obs. form of Dan 5 . 

DaupMn (dp* fin). Fr. Hist. Forms ; a. 5*6 
dolphyn., 6 dolphyne, dolphin©, doulphyn, 

6- 8 dolphin; 0 . 5 daulphyn, 6-7 daulphin, 

7- dauphin, [a, F. dauphin (earlier daulphin, 
in 15th c. also doffin') *=* Pr, dalfin pop. L. *dal 
phintis, for L, delphin-us (ad. Gr. toksph dolphin)., 
whence Sp. dcljin. It. delfino. In earlier use Eng* 
had daulphin , also dolphyn , -in, the same as the 
name of the fish ; dauphin is after mod, F., since the 
17th c. See Dolphin.] The title of the eldest 
son of the King of France, from 1349 to 1830. 

Originally a title attached to certain setgneurieM i Dauphin 
of the Viennois, Dauphin of Auvergne. According to Li mi, 
the name Dauphin, borne by the lords of the Viennots, 
was a proper name Delphinm (the same word as the name 
of the fish 1, whence the province subject to them wan called 
Dauphin A Humbert II I, . the Iasi lord of Dauphlnd, op 
ceding the province to Philip of Valois in 1340, matte it 
a condition that the title should be perpetuated 'by being, 
borne by the eldest son of the French king, 
a. Form' daulphin , dauphin . 

1485 Caxton Paris 4* V. A ryehe baron daulphyn am! 
lord of the loud, a 1577 Sir T, Smith Comrmit. Mng*i *633* 

f 4 In France the Kings eldest . Sonne, hath the 'title of 
laulphin. 16x4 Seldkn Titles Hon. 172 The sonne .and 
heire apparant of the French King is known to all by. the 
name of Daulphin. * x68x Nevjle Plato Rediv. 107 The 
Barons call'd in Lewis the Dauphin, x%x Morley Voltaire 
(1880) 159 To celebrate the marriage of the dauphin. 

0 . Form dolphin , dolphyn , doulphyn. (Rare 
after 1670.) 

X494 Fabyan Citron, vh. soo t Kyng lohn. .sent sir Chnrly* 
his sone, dolphyn of Vyenne, into Normandy. 1530 Palsgr, 
a 14/2 Doulphyn, the frenche kynges eldest soime, 1559 
Mirr. Mag., Salisbury xxiit, Charles the Dulpliyu our chuff 
enemy. 1591 Shaks. x Hen , VI, 1. i. 93 The Dolphin Chailes 
is crowned King in Rheimes. 1670 Cotton lisptmon u, v. 
216 The Joy all good Frenchmen were full of, for the Birth 
of the young Dolphin. . 1708 T. Waro Eng. Ref. C1716) x$t» 
The Scottish Queen Had to the. Dolphin married been, 
f % attrib. or adj. « Delphi N, q.v. Obs. 
1705'Hearne Collect* {Oxf. Hist Soc.) I* 14 The Dauphin 
Edition, of this Author. 

Hence f DattpMuag© (dolphynage), Danplimate, 
the rule or jurisdiction of a dauphin (of Viennois). 

1494 Fabyan C/mm. vn. 498 .In tins yere the dolphyn of 
Vyea. . . aotde his dolphynage vnto the . Frenslie kynge* 
x»4 j. Woodward in M # 16 Aug. 137 The dauplrinate 

of Viennois was then vested, m the Crown, 

DaupMness (<!§■ finis), Forms; a. 6 dol- 
plrines, doIpEynease, etc,; 0 . 6 datilpli-, 7- 
dauphiness. ff, Daufkin + -kss ; the F. title 
is dauphins . .] The wife of the dauphin, 

1548 Hall Ckrcm. 230 b, The dolphin & his dolpMne*.' 
Ibid. 24O' b, Tfee Ladye Ellabeth, entiteled Dolphynesie of 
Vyen. 1596 Dawtt tr. Cmmrm aoaThe .'Lady Dautphi : ii»«, 
1685 Lorn. Cm, No, 3048/3. The King acctmijpanied with 
the Dauphin and Datipalnesi, ' xyt* 'Swift fmi. Stella 
■it r Feb., It is very surprising, this news to-day , of the daiipliin 
and datiphiness both dying within six days* ■ *86e 
; Hist. Eng. VI, 364 The^' dangerous competkion of the 
Queen of Scots and Dauphin-ess of France, 

Daur, Sc. f. Dark. Daurg, var. of Da eg Sc. 
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Daut, dawt (dpt), v. Sc. Also 6-8 date. 
[Etymology unknown. 

If daut, dawt) is, as it appears to be, the proper form, it 
ought to represent an original dalt : cf. Sc. faut, inaut, 
saut, etc. ; but the two i6-i7th c. examples of date from 
Scotch writers of English make even this doubtful. Dali 
suggests Gael, dalt a foster-child ; but, though the word 
appears to be exclusively Scotch, there is no evidence 
pointing to a Gaelic origin. Connexion with Dote, doat 
is excluded by the fact that Sc. ait, aw, does not answer 
to Eng. d from any source. Cf. also Daunt v. 6.] 

trans. To pet, fondle, caress, make much of. Also 
absol. 

1500-20 Dunbar Petit. Gray Horse 49, I was nevir dautit 
into stabell, My lyf hes bene so miserable. 1573 Commend. 
Vprichtnes * 228 in Sat. Poems Ref. (1891) I. 285 Quha 
preissis vprichtlie To serue the Lord man . . na wayis dres to 
daut thame daintelie. a 1598 Rollocke Passion 491-2 
Qam.) The father will make much of his sonne, and allure 
him.. so the Lord dates and allures us. 1633 W. Struther 
True Happiness 123 Though he datted the Patriarchs by 
the famiharitie of his divine presence. 1637 Rutherford 
Lett. (1862) I. 461, I am dawted now and then with pieces 
of Christ's love and comforts. 1786 Burns Poet's Welcome 
to Child ii, I, fatherly, will kiss and daut thee. 1853 J. 
Milne Jrnl. in Life xiii. (1868; 203 My Lord surely dawts 
his weak foolish child. 

Hence Dauted, Dawted/// a., petted, fondled. 

1636 Rutherford Lett. (1862) I. 193, I am handled as 
softly and delicately as a dawted child. 1692 Scot. Presbyt . 
Eloq.(jjjZ) 105 Will not a Father take his little dated Davie 
injhis Arms. 1796 Macneill Will 4- Jean lvii, The tenderest 
mither, Fond of ilk dear dauted wean. 1851 Cumbrld. 
Gloss., Dawtet , caressed, fondled. 

Bautie, dawtie (dp*ti). Sc. Also dawty. 
[f. prec. or its source : but a formation with the dim. 
and appellative -ie, -Y, from a verb, is unusual.] A 
person caressed or indulged ; a darling, pet, 
favourite. 

1676 J. Fraser Autobiog . in Select. Biog. (Wodrow Soc.) 
II. 89 , 1 was no dawty. 1727 P. Walker Remark. Passages 
122 (JamJ Giving an account of old Quintin Dick, one of 
his Dawties. 1823 Galt Entail I. xix. 156, ‘ 1 hae thought 
o’ that, Girzy, my dawty ', said he. 

II Banv (dau), Also dan, dow. [South African 
Dutch form of the native name.] A South African 
species of zebra, Equus Burchellii , approaching 
the quagga in character. 

1802 sporting Mag. XX. 240 Two sorts of wild horses, the 
Dau and the Kwagga. 1847 Nat. Encycl. I. 265 The 
indigenous Pachydermata are . . the zebra, the dauw, the 
quagga. 

t Bavach., -ocll. Sc. Hist. In 7 dawach(e. 
[OIr. dabach , dab hack vat, tub (perhaps as a corn- 
measure) ; cf. the similar uses of pint , pottle , and 
gallon, as measures of land in Anglo-Irish. In 
medL. davaca (erron. -at a). 

A conjectured derivation from damh ox, is erroneous. 
Dabach occurs as a land-measure in the ‘ Book of Deir 
(Goidelica ( ed. 21.2x7.'] 

An ancient Scottish measure of land, consisting 
in the east of Scotland of 4 ploughgates, each of 8 
oxgangs ; in the west divided into twenty penny- 
lands. It is said to have averaged 4 1 6 acres, but its 
extent probably varied with the quality of the land. 

1609 Skene tr. Quon. Attach, xxiii. § xx Provyding that 
the husband man did haue of him the aucht parte of ane 
dawache of land [ marg ; of ane oxgait of land], or mair 
[unius dauace ter re vel plus]. 1794 Statist. Acc. Scot. 
XIII. 509 There is a davoch of land belonging to this parish. 
1797 ibid. XIX. 290 A davoch contains 32 oxen-gates of 13 
acres each, or 416 acres of arable land, c 1817 Hogg Tales 
4* Sk. VI. 269 Heir to seven ploughgates of land, and five half 
davochs. 1854 C. Innes Orig. Paroch. Scot. II. 335 By an 
ordinance of King John BaTiiol in 1292 eight davachs of 
land, including the islands of Egge and Rume, were among 
the lands then erected into the Sheriffdom of Skey. 1872 
E, W. Robertson Hist. Ess. 127 Davoch, a large pastoral 
measure at one time answering to the plough-gate, though 
in actual extent 4 times as large. 

Davenport (dse-v’np 5 »Jt). Also devonport. 
[Said to be from the maker’s name.] A kind of 
small ornamental writing-table or escritoire fitted 
with drawers, etc. 

(Remembered in 1845.) 1853 Pract. Mechanic's Jrnl. VI. 
212 This very elegant and convenient desk is similar to an 
ordinary Devonport. 1875 Argosy May 329 At her daven- 
port, pen in hand, sat her ladyship. 

atirib. ' . 1883 Harper's Mag. Jan. 235/1 An inlaid daven- 
port desk. 

Daver (d^-vai), v. dial [Of unknown etymo- 
logy ; possibly I and II are different words,] 

I. Scotch and north. Eng. intr. To move or 
walk as if dazed or stupefied, to stagger ; also to 
be 'benumbed, trans. To stupefy,, stun, benumb. 

c x( 5 oo Burel in Watson Collect, ii. (1706* 30 (Jam.) Bot 
tauren and dauren, Like ane daft doitit fule. 1785 Jrnl. 
fr. Lond. 6 in Poems Buchan Dial. (Jam,), We bein wat 
wqu d soon grow davert to stand, .i* the cauld that time o’ 
night. 1796 Macneill Will 4- Jean Ixiii, See them now- 
how changed wi’ drinking ! . . Davered, doited, daized and 
blinking, . 1820 St. Kathleen III. 115 0 am . ) ‘.Here’s the 
bed, man 1 Whare. .are ye davering to?’ 1824 E. Swinburne 
m J. Raine Mem. J. Hodgson (1858) II. 45 , 1 am somewhat 
davered about the vignettes. . 

II. south-west. dial. intr. To fade, wither. 
Also Jig. ■ '(In first quot. causative or trans.) 

*<»x 0 . Reynolds God’s Revenge agst. Murder 1. v. 154' 
As if time and age had not 'power to. wither the blossomes of 
our youth, as the Sunne hath to dauer the freshest Roses 


and Lillies. 2622 W. Yonge Diary 63 [The] hedges . , 
davered as if they had been scorched with lightning. 1654 
Vilvain Epit. Ess. viL 54 My Piety ’gan to daver [L. tube- 
facta cadebai]. 1787 Grose Prov. Gloss., Daver, to fade 
like a flower. Devon. 2864 Capern Devon Provinc. , Thy 
heart is like the daver’d rose. x88o W. Cornwall Gloss., 
Daver, to soil ; to fade as a flower. 

Davey: see Davy. David, obs. form of Davit. 

Davrdian : = Davidist. 

X885 R. W. Dixon Hist. Ch. Eng. Ill, 472 The rising 
Davidians, Davists, Georgists, or Family of Love, which ... 
gave trouble in the reign of Elizabeth. 

Ba’vidist* [f. personal name David + -ist.] 

1 . One of a fanatical sect founded by David 
George or Jores, a Dutch Anabaptist of the 16th 
century. Also David- Georgian , -jorian, -j or ist. 

1657 Baxter Agst. Quakers 13 Down to the David- 
Georgians, Wegelians, Familists, and the like of late. 
1727-51 Chambers Cycl, Davidist s . . a sect of heretics. 
1882-3 Schaff Encycl. Relig. Knowl. II. 1471 The ‘David- 
jorists and other uproarious Anabaptists. 

2 . A follower of David of Dinant. 

DavidS0B.it e (d^-vidsancit). Min. [Named 

1836 after Dr. Davidson of Aberdeen : see -ite.] 
A variety of beryl found near Aberdeen. 

2836 T. Thomson Min. I. 247. 

[David’s quadrant or staff, error for Davis's 
quadrant : see Quadrant, Staff, and List of 
Spurious Words. ] 

Davie: see Davy. 

Da*viely, adv. Sc. Spiritlessly, listlessly. 

2789 Burns Elegy on 1788, Observe the vera nowte an* 
sheep, How dowf and daviely they creep. 1825 in J amikson. 

Davina {Min.) : see Davyne. 

Da*vist: « Davidist. 

1885 R. W. Dixon H ist. Ch. Eng. III. 201. 

Davit (dse-vit, d^*vit). Naut. Forms: 4 daviot, 
7 dauid, -yd, -ed, 7- davit. [Formerly also 
David, and app. an application of that Christian 
name, as in the case of other machines and tools. 
Cf. F. davier, the name of several tools, etc., altered 
from daviet (Rabelais) — Daviet, dim. of OF. Davi 
David ; the tool was still called david by joiners in 
the 1 7th c. (Hatzfeld and Darmesteter),] 

1 . a. A curved piece of timber or iron with 
a roller or sheave at the end, projecting from a 
ship’s bow, and used as a crane to hoist the flukes 
of the anchor without injuring the side of the vessel ; 
a fish-davit, b. One of a pair of cranes on the 
side or stern of a ship, fitted with sheaves and 
pulleys for suspending or lowering a boat. 

[1373 in Norman-Fr. Indenture in Riley Lond. Mem. 370 
{transit, 30 ores, x daviot, for the same boat.] 1622 K. 
Hawkins Voy. S. Sea (18471 188 His boate fitted with .. 
tholes, dauyd, windles, and other. 1626 Capt. Smith Accid. 
Vng. Seamen 12 The forecastle, or prow . . the fish-hooke, 
a loufe-hooke, and the blocke at the Dauids ende. 2627 — 
Seaman's Grain, ii. 20 The Dauid. .is put out betwixt the 
Cat and the Loufe, and to be remoued when you please, 
1691 T. H[ale] Acc. New Invent. 225 Bitts, Catheads and 
Davits. 2769 Falconer Diet. Marine (1776! s. v., The davit 
..is employed to fish the anchor. x8ao Scoresby Acc. 
Arctic Reg. II. 196 The boats are .. suspended from davits or 
cranes fixed on the sides of the ship, 2875 J. C. Wilcocks 
Sea Fisherman 48 Crane-davits of galvanised iron, in shape 
of the ordinary boat-davits. 

2 . Comb, davit-cast, a heavy spar used as a crane 
on board ship ; davit-guy, a rope used to steady 
a davit ; davit-roll, the roller or sheave of a davit ; 
davit-rope, the lashing which secures the davit to 
the shrouds when out of use. 

2794 Nelson in Nicolas Disp. I. 434 Our ■"davit-cast 
unfortunately has broke it’s windlass. 2893 R. Kipling 
M any I nvent. 364 Stop, seize and fish, and easy on the *davit- 
guy. 1793 Smkaton Edystone L. § 143 A strong hawser . . 
being passed . . over the *davit-ro!l . . the anchor and chain 
were then let down. 

Bavite (d^ voit). Min. [See quot.] A variety 
of Alunogen or native sulphate of alumina. 

1828 Mill in Brandt's Q. Jrnl . 379, I shall therefore take 
leave to call it Davite in honor of Sir Humphry Davy. 

Davoch : see Davaoh. 

Davreuxite (dawzsit). Min. [Named 1878 
after the Belgian chemist Ch. Davreux : see -its.] 
A hydrous silicate of alumina and manganese found 
in Belgium. ^ 2882 in Dana Min. App. iii. 35. 

Davy 1 (cl£i*vi). In full Davy lamp, Davy’s 
lamp. [Named after the inventor.] The miners’ 
safety-lamp invented by Sir Humphry Davy, in 
which the flame is surrounded with wire-gauze, so 
as to prevent its communication to explosive gases 
outside the lamp. 

18x7 Faraday in B. Jones Life I. 242 The great desidera- 
tum of a lamp to afford light with safety . merely to refer to 
that which alone has been found efficacious, the Davy. 
1880 C. M. Mason Forty Shires 15 The men find fault with 
the Davy. 

Davy 2 (d£i*vi). slang. A vulgar shortening of 
Affidavit, esp. in phr. to take one's davy ( = 4 to 
take one’s oath*). 

2764 O’Hara Midas n. iv. (Farmer), And I with my 'davy 
will back it, I’ll swear. 2785 Cart. Grose Diet. Vulgar 
Tongue, PII take my davy of it, 1871 M. Collins Mrq. 4* 
Merch. I. vi. 210 [They] take their solemn oath and davy 
that they didn’t do it. 


Davy Jones (d<?'*vi d3<?u*nz), Also simply 
Davy. In nautical slang : The spirit of the sea ; 
the sailors’ devil. Davy Jones's (or Davy's) locker : 
the ocean, the deep, esp. as the grave of those who 
perish at sea. 

1751 Smollett Per. Pic. xiii. (Brewer), This same Davy 
Jones, accordin'?: to the mythology of sailors, is the fiend that 
presides over all the evil spirits of the deep. 1790 Dibdin 
Poor Jack iii, And if to old Davy I should go, friend Poll, 
Why you will ne’er hear of me more, c 1790 J. Willock 
Voy. 12 The great bugbear of the ocean is Davie Jones. .At 
the crossing of the line . . [they call] out that Davie Jones 
and his wife are coming on board and that every thing must 
be made ready. 2803 Naval Citron. X. 5x0 The . . seamen 
would have met a watery grave; or, to use a seaman’s 
phrase, gone to Davy Jones’s locker. 2839 M a rr yat Plumt. 
Ship xli, I thought you had gone to Davy’s lacker. 

Davyne (d^-vin). Min. [ad. Ital. davina , 
named 1825 after Sir Humphry Davy.] A variety 
of nephelite, from Vesuvius. 

2826 Amer. Jrnl. Sc. XI. 257 Davina (Davyne), # 1869 
Phillips Vesuv. x. 292 Davyne, a hydrous nepheline, is 
found in cavities of ejected blocks of gray lava on Somma. 

Bavynm Chem . [Named after Sir 

Humphry Davy, with termination -um as in pla- 
tinum, etc.] The name given by Kern in 1877 to a 
supposed metal of the platinum group, announced 
by him as discovered in Russian platinum ore. 

2879 Watts Diet. Chem. VIII. 626. 

Daw (dp), sb. Also 5-8 dawe, 6-8 Sc. da. 
[Known only from the 1 5th c. (so the compound 
ca-daw, Caddo w) : its form points to an OE. *dawt 
(:— dawd' from dagwd'), in ablaut relation to OHG. 
Idka, MHG. Id he (Gothic type *d$hwd, OTeut. 
*d$hw& i—de’hwd). Mod. HG. dialects have dahi, 
ddche, dacha ; MHG. shows a dim. form tdhele 
(OHG. *tdhala), mod.G. dahle . since 3 8th c. dohle ; 
whence med.L. tacula , It. laccola.] 

1 . A small bird of the crow kind (Corvus mom- 
duld) j now commonly called Jackdaw. 

1432-50 tr. Higden (Rolls) IV. 307 A poore sowter m- 
formede a dawe to speke. 1530 Palsgr. 2x2/1 Dawe, a foule, 
comeille. 2604 Drayton Owle 288 The theevish Daw, and 
the dissembling Pye. 17x3 Swift Poems , Salamander, 
Pyes and daws are often stil’d With Christian nick-names 
like a child. 2852 Carlyle Sterling 1. iii. (1872) 24 Old 
ruinous castles with their ivy and their daws. 

2 . fig. Applied contemptuously to persons, f a. 
A silly fellow, simpleton, noodle, fool. Obs. 

c 2500 Vng. Children's Bk . 140 in Babees Bk. (x 868) 25 At 
thi tabull nol?er crache ne claw, Than men wylle sey l>ou 
arte A daw. 1560 Ingelend Disob. Child in Hazl. Dodsley 
II. 285, I never saw One . . in so easy a matter . . thus play 
the daw. 1563 Homilies n. Idolatry in. (2859 236 O seely, 
foolish, and dastardly daws. 2608 J. Day Law Trickesi. L 
How the daw Scoures ore his rustie phrases. 

b. A lazy person, sluggard; C. An untidy woman, 
slut, slattern. Sc. 

c 2460 Tcnvneley Myst. 26 Bot if God help amang I may 
sit downe daw to ken. 2500-20 Dunbar Dance 7 deidly 
Synnis 71 Mony slute daw and slepy duddroun. 1513 
Douglas VEneis xiii. Prol. 184, I wilt my cunnand kepe, 

1 will nocht be a daw, I will nocht slepe. 1598 Fergusson 
Sc. Prov., A year a nurish, seven year a da, 2768 Ross 
Helenore 135 (Jam.) But I see that but spinning I’ll never 
be braw. But gae by the name of a dilp or a da. x86a 
A. Hislop Pro 7 >. Scot. 16 A morning’s sleep Is worth a fauld 
o’ sheep To a hudderin-dudderin daw. 

c. With reference to the fable of the jay in pea- 
cock’s plumes. 

1731 Fielding Mod. Hush. n. ii. That ever Heav’n shou’d 
make me father to such a drest up daw 1 

3 . Comb., as f daweock, lit. a male jackdaw; 
fig. ~ sense 2 a ; + dawpate = sense 2 a. 

1556 J. Heywood Spider 4* F. xcii, Where *dawcocks in 
doctrine have dominacioun. 1681 W, Robertson Pkraseol. 
Gen. (1693) 621 Who brought hither this fool in a play; this 
very daw-cock to lead the dance, a 2529 Skelton Agst. 
Garnesche 94 Lyke a doctor *dawpate. 256a J. Heywood 
Prov. 4* F.pig. (1867) 187 Thou arte a very' dawe pate,.; ' 

Daw, ^.,obs. form of Dew ; see also Dawe, Day. 

+ Daw (dg), v.l Obs . exc. Sc. Forms: 1 dagian, 

2 -3 dajen, 3-5 dawe(n, 6- daw. [OE. dagian, 
corresp. to MDu. dagken, Du. and LG. dagen, 
OHG. iaghn, G. tagen, to become day, f. WGer. 
dag- Day. Since the OE, change of a to m did not 
take place in the vb., the latter is daw, against the 
sb. day : cf. draw, dray, saw, say, etc. In northern 
dial, sometimes inflected dew, dawen, after the 
strong verbs blow, snow, etc. In 16th c. Sc* erro- 
neously spelt dall after fall, fid, etc,]'... 

. 1 . intr. To dawn. , a.' with it as subject, 

c 900 B seda's Eccl. Hist. iv. x, Donne hit da^ian ongynnej>, 
c 2205 l-A-Y, 1694 A-marwen po it dawede* C1350 Will. 
Palerne 279.x 'Til It da wed : to day, c 2375 Sc, Leg, Saints, 
Ntnian 1417 One pe morne, as It dew day,' 1470-B5 
Malory Arthur xvnAi, .Within a whyle it dawyd, 
b. with day (or morning) as subject. 

, ■ c 1200 Trim. Coll. Horn. 203. Ac.alsewat swo Jxt Jridde dai 
daged. .' c 1375 Barbour Troy-bk. n. 797 And whene he day 
was dawyne lyght. 1393 ' Langl. P. PL C. xxi. .471. Tyl ' 

. day dawede' these, damsdes daunsede. c 1475 RmifCoilyar 
365 Vpon the morne airlie, quhen the day ; dew. ■ 1513 
Douglas J&mis xiil Prol. 182 As menstralis playng The 
joly dap 'now dawis. ■ a 1603 Montgomerie Poems, The 
■ Night is neirgone 1 Hay 1 ■ non ' the day dams, . .26x2 Dray- 
ton Poly-olb. x* (N.), The other side.' from whence the 
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morning daws. *789 Burns Happy Trio, The cock may 
craw* the day may daw. 1837 R. Nicoll Poems (,1842) 97 
Nor hamewith steers till morning daw. 

e. fig. 

a 1225 Ancr. R. 352 Hwon he J>et is ower lif dawetS and 
springeS ase dawunge efter nihtes psosternesse. 1377 
Langl. P. PL B. xvni. 179 loye bygynneth dawe. 

2 . To recover from a swoon, ‘come to * ; to awake 
from sleep; “Adaw v . 1 1. 

c 1314 Guy Wano (A.) 558 Adoun he fel a-swounie, & when 
he gan to dawei [etc.]. 1674-91 Ray N. C. Words 19 To 

Pan), in common speech is to awaken : io be domed , to 
have shaken off sleep, to be fully awakened. 

3 . trans . To rouse or awaken from sleep or a 
swoon ; to revive, ‘ bring to *; ~ Adaw v, < 2. 

1470-85 Malory Arthur xi. x, The Quene . .Telle to the 
erthe in a dede swoune, and thenne syr Bors took her vp, 
and dawed her. 1530 Palsgr. 507/2, I dawe from swoun- 
yng, Je rettiue, je resuscite. 1562 A. Broke R omens $ 
JuL in Had. Shaks. Li bn (1875) I. 179 She thought to 
breake her slepe. .She thought to daw her now as she had 
done of olde. 1612 Drayton Poly-olb, vL 90 Thinking her to 
daw Whom they supposed fain in some inchanted swound. 

4 Daw, v. 2 Ohs. rare* [f. Daw jA] intr. ? To 
play the ‘daw’ or fool. 

1596 Sir J. Smythe in Lett. Lit. Men f Camden) 92 That 
I would, .ryde lobbinge and dawinge to rayle at your Lord- 
ship. 

t Daw, # 3 Ohs. rare . [Aphetic f. Adaw v. 2 , 
q.v.] trans. To daunt, subdue, frighten. 

1616 B. Jonson Devil an. Ass iv. iv, You daw him too 
much, in troth, Sir. 1664 H. More MvsL Iniq. 545 Ex- 
ternal force imprints Truth and Falshood, Superstition and 
Religion alike upon the dawed spirits of men. 

Dawaclie: seeDAVACH. Dawcoek ; Daw sh, 
Dawd, var. of Dad sh 2 

Dawdle (dg'd'l), v . Also daudle, [Not in 
Bailey; nor in Johnson’s Diet, (though used by 
himself in 1781). It apparently became common 
about 1775 (at first chiefly in feminine use). 
Ussher’s example {a 1656) was prob, local or dia- 
lectal. Supposed to be a local variant of Daddlb, 
but used in a more reprehensory sense, perh. by 
some association with Daw sh. sense 2 b.] 

1 . intr. To idle, waste time ; to be sluggish or 
lazy ; to loiter, linger, dally. 

a 1656 Ussher Ann. vL (1658)382 While he stood dawdling 
was taken short in his undertakings. 1781 Johnson 3 June 
in Boswell , If he’ll call on me, and dawdle over a dish of tea 
in an afternoon. 1796 Jane Austen Pride <§■ Prej. xx. 97 
Mrs. Bennet, having dawdled about in the vestibule to 
watch for the end of the conference. 1819 Scott Let. to 
D. Terry 18 Apr. in Lockhart , A propensity which ..the 
women very expressively call dawdling. 1866 Ruskin Eth. 
Dust v. (1883) 90 You all know when you learn with a will 
and when you dawdle. 1872 Black Adv. Phaeton xxii. 307 
The rest of us dawdled along the road. 

2, oyL2.$i- trans. (usually with away). 

1768 Mad. D’Arblay Early Diary July, I could not . . 
ask for it. .and so dawdled and fretted the time away until 
Tuesday evening. 1873 Browning Red Cott. Nt.-Cap 230 
Dawdle out my days In exile here at Clairvaux. 1887 
Spectator 21 May 696 '2 To employ with profit many hours 
that might otherwise be dawdled away. 

Dawdle (dg'd’l), sh. Also 8 daudle. [f. prec.] 

1 . One who is the personification of dawdling; 
esp. a dawdling girl or woman. 

a 1764 Lloyd Chit-Chat Poet. Wks. 1774 1 . 185 Be quick 
— why sure the gipsy sleeps 1 Look how the drawling daudle 
creeps. 1800 Mrs. Hervey Mourtray Pam, III. 141 Mrs. 
Thomley was rather too much of, what she {Mrs. M.] called, 
a dawdle, to please her. 1843 F. E, Paget Pageant 118 
His wife. .was. .one of those helpless, indolent dawdles that 
are fit to be nothing but fine ladies. 1879 Baring-Gould 
Germany 1 . 392 The sharp clever boy goes into business, the 
dunce or dawdle into the army. 

2. The act of dawdling. 

1813 Lady Burghersh Lett. (1893) 38 What with dawdles 
and delays of the German post-boys. 1876 Green Stray 
Stud. 70 The evenings are . . a dawdle indoors as the day 
has been a dawdle out. 

Dawdler (d§ dlai). [-ER I,] One who dawdles; 
an idler, loiterer. 

1818 Todd, Dawdle , or Dawdler, a trifler ; a dalHer ; one 
who proceeds slowly or unskilfully in any business. A low 
word. 1849 Thackeray Pendennis{i 8 $o) 1 . 280, I have been 
a boy and a dawdler as yet. 1888 J. Payn Myst. Mirbridge 
xv, Your habitual dawdler— the man who never keeps his 
appointments by any chance. 

Dawdling' (d^'dlig), vht. sh. [-ING L] The 
action of the verb Dawdle. 

1819 [see Dawdle v. x], 1849 Thackeray Lett. 13 July, 
Ryde. .would be as nice a place as any.. for dawdling, and 
getting health. 1875 B’ness Bunsen m Hare Life II. viii. 
457 With old age comes dawdling, that is, doing everything 
too slowly. 

Dawdling’, ppl. a. [-ing 2 ] That dawdles ; 

characterized by dawdling. 

1773 Mad. D'Arblay Early Diary 3 May, The mother is 
a slow, dawdling, sleepy kind of dame. 178a — Diary 
8 Dec., With whom I had a dawdling conversation upon 
dawdling subjects. 1843 Mrs % Carlyle Lett. I. 265 The 
dreaming, reading, dawdling existence which best suits me. 

Hence Daw'dlia.g’Iy 

i860 Sat. Rev. IX. 145/1 Some very important Bill which 
* . has been dawdlingly postponed from day to day. 

Bawdy, Sc. dial. f. Dowdy. 

Dawe (daue, daw), dawen, dawes, obs, 
forms or inflexions of Day. Dawes was the early form 
of the pi. * days ; dawen was originally dative pi., but 


I when reduced to dawe, daw , daue, dau, came some- 
times to be treated as sing. : see Day 1 3 a /3, and 17* 
Dawen, obs. f. Down sh. 

| Dawen yng.e, obs. form of Dawning. 

1 Bawerke, obs. form of Daywork. 

Dawing (dp igl, vbl. sh. Ohs. exc. Sc. Forms : 
1 da3ung, 3 dawung, 4 daghyng(e, 3-6 dawyng, 
4- dawing, (5 dayng, 7 dauing, 8 dawin), [OK. 
dagung, from dagian to become day, to Daw. 
Alter 1400, northern and chiefly Scotch, being 
displaced in Eng. by Dawning.] 

1 . Dawn, daybreak ; mormng twilight. 
c goo tr. B seda's Eccl. Hist. 111 xix. (xxvii,)242 pa eodefhe] 
ut m dawunge of pam huse. a 1000 Q.E. Citron. (Laud MS.) 
an. 795 Betwux hancred and darunge. a 1225 Ancr.R. 
20 Bi nihte ine winter, ine sumer tye dawunge. 1375 Bar- 
bour Bruce vn. 318 [Thai] Com on thame in the dawyng, 
Ricbt as the day begouth to spryng. c 1420 Avow. Arth. 
Iv, Erly in the dawyng Come thay home from hunting. 
1513 Douglas AEneis ni. viii. 29 The dawing gan . . wax reid, 
And chasit away the sterns, a 1605 Montgomerie Misc. 
Poems, Solsequinm 40 The dauing of my Jong desyrit day. 
c 1794 Burns As I was a wandering lii, I could na get 
sleeping till dawin* for greetin’. 

4 2 . Recovery from swoon, ‘coming-to . Ohs. 
(See Daw v. 2, 3.) 

1530 Palsgr. 212 Dawyng, gettyng of lyfe, resuscitation. 
+ Dawing, ppl. a. Obs. exc. AY. Also 4 north. 
dawande. [f. Daw vJ + -ING 2 .] Dawning. 
c 1325 E. E. A Hit. P. C. 445 pe dawande day. 

t Dawisk (dp*ij), a. Obs. [f. Daw sh. + -ish.] 
Like or characteristic of a daw ; silly, sluttish. 

1340 Hyrde tr. Vives 1 Jnstr. Chr. Worn. (1592) M nj, 
Dawish, and brainlesse, cruell, and murderers. 1543 Bale 
Yet a Course, %c. 59 <T.) Such dawishe dodypols. 1605 
Chapman All Foots in Dodsley (1780) IV. 167 If he [a jack- 
daw] fed without his dawish noise He might fare better. 

Dawk (d§k shP dial. [app. the same as 
Dalk 2 .] A hollow in a surface; a depression, 
furrow, incision. 

1703 Moxon Mech. Exerc. 66 This Iron, .would not make 
Gutters on the Surface of the Stuff, but fat the most) little 
hollow dawks. Ibid. 82 The Iron of the Fore-plane . . makes 
great Dawks in the Stuff . . The Iron . . will yet leave some 
Dawks in the Stuff for the Jointer, .to work out. 

Hence Dawk v., to make a hollow or incision in. 
1703 Moxon Mech, Exerc. 203 The Chissel . . might run 
too fast into the Work, and dawk it. 184,7-78 Halliwell, 
Dauk , to incise with a jerk, or insert a pointed weapon with 
rapidity. 

|| Dawk, sh. 2 , dak (d§k, dak). Anglo- End. Also 
8 dog, dock, 9 dork, dauk. [Hindi and Marathi 
4 dk> perh. related to Skr. drak quickly.] Post or 
transport by relays of men or horses stationed at 
intervals; a relay of men or horses for carrying 
mails, etc., or passengers in palanquins. 

To travel dak : to travel in this way. To lay a dak : to 
arrange for relays of bearers or horses on a route. 

1727 [see b]. 2780 H. F. Thompson Intrigues of Nabob 76 
(Y.), I wrote . for permission to visit Calcutta by the Dawks. 
1781 Micky's Bengal Gas. 24 Mar. (Y.), Suffering People to 
paw over their Neighbour's Letters at the Dock. 1809 
Viscount Valentia Trav. India , etc. (iSir I. ii. 49 My 
arrangements had been made for quitting Burhampore., 
not only had the dawk been laid, but [etc.j. a 1826 Meber 
Narr. Journey Ind. (1828)1.328 In the line of road I am most 
likely to follow.. I am not certain that any Dak exists. 
1840 E. E. Napier Scenes For. Lands 1 1 , vi. 193 By having 
bearers posted at stated distances, which is called travelling 
* dawk , long journeys are made in a comparatively brief 
space of time. 1861 Hughes Tom Brown at Qxf, xhv.fD.), 
After the sea voyage there isn’t much above 1000 miles to 
come by dauk. 

b. attrih., as dawk- ox dak-hearer 7 choky, journey 9 
traveller , etc. ; dak bungalow (rarely bouse), 
a house for the accommodation of travellers at 
a station on a dak route. 

1727 A. Hamilton New Acc. R, 2 nd. I. 149 fY.) Those 
Curriers are called Dog Chouckies. 1796 in Scton-Karr 
Select. Calcutta Gaz. II. 185 The re-establishment of Dawk 
Bearers upon the new road, a x8z6 IIeber Narr. Journey 
Ind. (1828) I, 277 , 1 will . . bring it safe on to the next dak- 
house. 1853 Calcutta Rev. Jufy-Dec, 175 The d&k bunga- 
lows, the modern form of the Mogul Serais. 1866 Trevelyan 
(title). The Dawk Bungalow. Ibid. (1869) 98 Too old 
travellers to expect solitude in a dawk bungalow. 

Dawk, var, of Dauk. 

Baw’Mn. dial. [? dim. of Daw.] a. A fool 
b. A slattern. Hence Baw kinly adv., foolishly. 

^56$ Calfhill Answ. Treat. Crosse (1846) 236 (D.) Then 
Martiall and Maukin, a dolt with a daukin, might marry 
together. 1674 Ray N. C. Words 13 Dawgos or Dawkin, 
a dirty, slattenng woman, c 1746 Collier (Tim Bobbin) 
View Lane. Dial. Wks. (1862) 52 After looking dawkinly- 
wise a bit. 1875 Lane. Gloss., Dawkin, a dull, stupid per- 
son. Dawkinly, stupidly, foolishly* 

Bawly, obs. form of Dowly a. and adv. 

Dawn (dpn), sh. [Appears late in 16th c.» the 
earlier equivalents being Dawing, Dawning, App. 
f. the verb-stem (see next) ; efi break in * break of 
day* (quoted 1584). ON* had dagan,ddgun dawn, 
f. daga to dawn, t dagan , at dagan at dawn : but, 
notwithstanding the likeness of form, there is no 
evidence that this is the original of the Eng. word.] 
1 , The first appearance of light in the sky before 
snnrise, or the time when it appears ; the beginning 
of daylight; daybreak. 


High dawn , dawn appearing above a bank of clouds on 
the horizon ; low dawn, dawn appearing on or close to the 
horizon. . ~ _ , , , 

2599 Shaks. Hen, V, iv. 1. 291 Next day after dawne. 
1603 — Meas. for M. iv. ii. 226 Come away, it is almost 
cleere dawne. 1697 Dampier Toy. I. 498 With such dark 
black Clouds near the Horizon, that the first glimpse of the 
Dawn appeared 30 or 40 degrees high , . it is a common saying 
among Sea-men . . that a high dawn will have high winds, 
and a low dawn, small winds. 1778 Bp. Lowth Transl. 
Isaiah xxvi. 19 Thy dew is as the dew of the dawn. 283a 
Tennyson Death Old Year ii, He will not see the dawn of 
day. x8ga Miss Yonge Cameos II. viii. 201 The assault had 
begun at early dawn. 

2. fig. The beginning, commencement, rise, first 
gleam or appearance (of something compared to 
light) ; an incipient gleam (of anything!. 

1633 P. Fletcher Pwple l si. xn, xivi, So spring some 
dawns of* joy, so sets the night of sorrow, 1752 Johnson 
Rambler No. 196 V 2 From the dawn of manhood to its de- 
cline. 2767 Balder II. 100 If he possesses but a dawn of 
spirit. 2823 Lamb Elia Ser. 1 Old Actors , You could see 
the first dawn of an idea stealing slowly over Iris counten- 
ance. 1878 Stewart & Tait Unseen Univ. ii. § 50. 69 
From the earliest dawn of history to the present day 
S. attrih. and Comb., as dawn animal , - animal- 
cule (see quots.), -dew, -geddess, -light, -streak ; 
dawn-illumined, -tinted adjs. ; downward adv. 

1873 Dawson Earth 4 Man ii 23 Eozoim Canademe . , 
its name of **Dawn-ananal ' having reference to Us 'great 
antiquity and possible connection with tire dawn of libs on 
our planet. 1876 Page Adv. Text-bk. Geoi.x. 189 The 
organism, Eozoiin Canademe , or *l>awn- animalcule of 
Canada. 2836 Mrs. Browning A nr. Leigh 1. Poems VL 24 
A dash of *dawn-dew from the honeysuckle. 2877 J, E, 
Carpenter tr. Tiele's Hist, ReHg. 107 The Bun-god - • and 
the ^dawn-goddess. 2820 Shelley Ode to Liberty xi, As on 
a 'dawn-illumined mountain, 2850 Mrs. Browning Poems 
II. 326, I oft had seen the # dawnlight run As red _ wine, 
through the hills. 1873 Lowell Among my'Bks. Ser. 11, 
22X The ^dawn-streaks of a new day. x8aa Shelley Hellas 
963 * Dawn-tinted deluges of fire. x88s W. Wilkins Songs 
of Study 44 In joyful praises * dawn ward rolled. 

Dawn (d§n), v. Also 6 clause, dawne. 
[Known only from end of 15 th e., since which it 
has displaced the earlier verb Daw. App, deduced 
from Dawning, q.v. Cf. also Dayn v 1 

I. 1 . intr. To begin to grow daylight : said of 
the day, morning, light ; also simply with lA 
2499 Pynsox Promp. Pam., Dawnyn or diiyen (0x440 
dawynl, aurora. z $»6 Tindajje Matt, xxviii. 1 The Sahboth 
daye at even which dauneth the morowe after the SabbiMh 
[VVyclif bigynneth to schyne, Geneva Si 2612 began to 
dawne]. — 2 Pet. i. 20 Vntiil the daye dawne. c t 53* 
Dewks Introd, Fr, in Palsgr. 938 l*o dawne, mourner. 
2612 Bible Matt, xxviii. 1 In the ernle of the Sabbath, m 
it began to dawne towards the first day of the weeke. tftt 
Steele Sped. No, 142 p 5 Before the Light this Morning 
dawned upon the Earth. 2726 Adv, Copt, R. Boyle 23 As 
soon as ever the Morning down’d. 2860 Tyntmu. Glut, t. 
xxi. 150 Day at length dawned and gradually brightened. 

b. trans/. To begin to shine, as the suu or 
any luminary. 

2702 Rows? TanterL v. i. 2017 Women, like Summer 
Storms are Cloudy But strait the Sun ot Beauty dawns 
abroad. 28x1 Heber Hymn , Brightest and best of the torn 
of the morning. Dawn on our darkness. 1833 Tknmvwoh 
Margaret v, Look down, and let your blue tyeidawu Upon 
me thro’ the jasmine-leaves. 

2. jig. To begin to develop, expand, or brighten, 
like the daylight at dawn. 

27x7 Pope Epist. to Jerrms 4 Where Life awakes, and 
dawns at evVy line. 2848 Macaulay Hist, Eng, 1 , gn lit 
the year 2685 bis fame.. was only dawning. i%» Miss 
Yonge Cameos I. xxviii. 234 When prosperity dawned on the 
elder brother, 

3. To begin to brighten, with or as with the light 
of dawn. 

' 2647 Crash aw Poems 165 When the dark world dawn'd 
into Christian .day,. 2652 Fuller's, AbelMediv., dmtekim 
300 Zanchius.. became such a light,, that many parts ’ in 
Christendome dawned with the luster of his writings, 283# 
Tennyson CEnom 46, 1 -waited underneath the dawning 
hills. 

b. trans/. To begin to appear, become visible. 

2744 Akensidk Pleas. I mag, 1. 246, I see them dawn! 
I see the radiant visions, where they rise. xS m j. Wit, toy* 
Isle of Palms m. 307 Its porch, and roof of mm* dawn 
Through arching- trees. 

4. Jig. Of ideas, facts, etc. : To begin to become 
evident to the mind ; to begin to be muiefttood, 
felt, or perceived. Const, on, upon, 

285*1. Mm, . Stow* Umle Tern's C m, ia9"Th« Idea that 
they .had either feelings or'.' right* had never dawned upon 
her, *866 -G* -Macdonald Ante. Q, Ntigkb, lx, 137 It 
davraed on- my recollection that I had heard Judy mention 
her Uncle. 2875 Jowktt Plato (td, a) V# 66 The distinc- 
tbn between etrn-cs -and. .-politics has not yet dawned upon" 
Pluto’s mind. 

IL +5. trans. To bring to life; to arouse 
or awake from a swoon, resuscitate ; » Daw v 3 , 

# t.530 PAtsoa, 1^07/9 , 1 "dawne' or get life in mt that isfelleti 
in a swoune, je rtuisyre ... I can nat dawne him, 155* 
T. Wilson Lagihe te 580) .33 If Alexander dawned a weak® 
Soldtour when he was' almoete frosen for cold. t ' 159:5 Mi in* 
DefCmtmrim 71 After he had dawned him to remem* 
hrance by th-e-helpe ! of vintager and cold# water, 

Dawne, obs. form of Down sh. 

Dawned (djnd, c§-iwd), ppl a. mm. [f. 
Dawn v. + ~m L] That has begun to brighten, 
2818 Eeats Emfym, t. ^4 The dawned light* 

Bawner, var, of Dandeb v. Sc. 
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Bawnger(e, etc., obs, forms of Danger, etc. 
Daw nin g (clo-niq), •vbl.sb . Also 4 dawynyng, 
4-5 daweny ng(e, 4-6 dawnyng(e, 5-6 daun- 
yng(e. [Known before 1300, when it appears 
beside the earlier D awing (from Daw v., OE. 
dagung , dag-ian ), which it gradually superseded. 
The corresponding verb to dawn , which has simi- 
larly displaced daw, is not exemplified till the 15th 
c., and appears to have been deduced from daw 7 i- 
ing ; the sb. daw 7 i appeared still later, app. from 
the vb. As ME. daw-e/z had also an early doublet 
form dai yen, day -ym (see Day vA), so beside dawm~ 
pig is found daip 7 i-ing, daien-ing, dain-ing (sc e 
Dayn v.). No form corresponding to dawening , 
dawning is recorded in OE., and it was probably 
from Norse; Sw. and Da. have a form dagning 
(OSw. daglming c 1300), either from daga to dawn, 
with suffix -71-mg, as in kvad-n-ing, sab-n-ing, tal- 
n-ing, etc. (Vigf. Introd. xxxi), or from a deriv. 
vb. *dagnai\ 

1. The beginning of daylight ; dawn, daybreak. 
In reference to time, now poetic or rhetorical. 

2297 R. Glouc. f 1724) 557 To Keningwurpe hii come in 
pe dawmnge. cx 385 Chaucer L. G. IV. 1188 Dido, The 
dawenyng vp rist out of the se. 1337 Trevisa Higden 
(Rolls) VI. 439 Chasede his enemyes al hat dawenynge [v.r. 
dawyng]. 1470 -83 Malory A rthur x. Ixxxvi, Vppon a day 
in the daunynge. 1480 Caxton Chron. Eng. ccvii. 189 
Erly in the dawenynge of the day,^ 2586 Coga'n Haven 
Health ccxliii. (1636) 311 Drinke it in the ^morning at the 
dawning of the day. x6oa Shaks. Ham, 1. i. 160 The Bird 
of Dawning. 1713 W. Rogers Voy. 104 So we ran North 
till Dawning. 1810 Scott Lady of L. 1. xxxii, At dawning 
to assail ye, Here no bugles sound reveilld. 1858 Kingsley 
Poems, Night Bird 13 Oh sing, and wake the dawning, 
b. tra 7 isf The east, the * orient \ 

3:879 Butcher & Lang Odyssey 215 Those who dwell ! 
toward the dawning. 

2 Jig. The first gleam or appearance, earliest 
beginning (of something compared to light). 

a 1612 Donne Btatfavaros (1644) 17 A man as. . illustrious, 
in the full glory and Noone of Learning, as others were in 
the dawning, and Morning. 1607 Dry den Virg. Georg. 1.68 
In this early Dawning of the Year. 1781 Gibbon JDecL $F. 
III. liii. 314 In the ninth century, we trace the first dawn- 
ings of the restoration of science. 3843 Prescott Mexico 
(1850) I. 75 The dawnings of a literary culture. # 1856 Sir B. 
Brodie Psychol Inq. I. v. 198 That principle of intelligence, 
the dawning of which we observe in the lower animals. 

Dawning, ppl a. [f. Dawn zl + -ing 2 .] That 
dawns ; beginning to grow light, a. lit. 

1388 Shaks. Tit. A. n, ii. 10 Dawning day new comfort 
hath inspir’d. 1667 Milton P . L . xn. 423 Fresh as the 
dawning light. 1791 Cowper Iliad xi. 60 The dawning 
skies. 2843 Tennyson Two Voices 405 The light increased 
With freshness in the dawning east. 

b. Jig. Showing its early beginning, nascent. 
2697'DRYDEN Virg. AEneid (L.1, In dawning youth. 1751 
Johnson Rambler No. 165 t 5 Those who had paid honours 
to my dawning merit. 1879 Farrar St. Paul (1883) 765 The 
distinctive colour of the dawning heresy, 

Dawnt(e, obs. form of Daunt. 

Dawsonite (d^'sonsit). Min. [Named 1874, 
after Sir J. W. Dawson of Montreal : see -ite.] 
A hydrous carbonate of aluminium and sodium, in 
white transparent or translucent crystals. 

3875 A mer. Jrnl Sc, Ser. in. IX. 64 On Dawsonite, 
a new mineral, 

Dawt, Bawtie (-y) : see Daut, Dautie. 

Day (d?t) , sb. Forms : 1 dee^, 2 de:$, deLj, da^, 
2-3 deei, dei, da:j, 3 ( Orm .) da^, 3-5 dai, 3- day, 
(5-6 daie, day©, 6 Sc. da). PI. 3- days (3-5 
dawes ; dat.pl. 2-6 dawen, dawe ; daw, dau. ; 
see below). [A Com. Tent. sb. : OE. dug (dirges, 
pi. dagos , -a, -uni) = OFris. dei , dey, di, OS. dag 
(MDu. dach (gh), Du. dag, MLG., LG. dag). 
OHG., MHG. tac(g), G. tag, ON. dag-r (Sw., Da. 
dag\ Goth, dag-s OTeut. *dago-z. In no way 
related to L. dies ; usually referred to an Aryan vb. 
dhagh-, in Skr. dah to burn ; cf. Lith. dagos 
het season, OPruss. dagis summer. From the 
WGer. dag, OE. had regularly in the sing. d<rg, 
d-rges, dirge; in the plural dagas, daga (later -ena ), 
dagum. This phonetic exchange m\a survived in 
early ME., so that while in the sing, the final j 
was regularly palatal (see forms above ; gen. derides, 
disies, deies, dates , dayes, dat. dmp, daie, etc.), the 
pi. was (from dagas), daps, dakes , dashes, dawes, 
genit. (:—daga, -ena) daga , dawene , dahene, dapn, 
dat. (z—dagwn) dapn, -en, dagheti, dawen , dawe, 
daw, dau. The last survived longest in the phrase of 
dawe 1 from (life) days * (see 1 7 and Ada we), and in 
in his dawe, etc* (see 13 a 0 ). But soon after 1200 
plurals phonetically assimilated to the sing, {dseps, 
daises, dazes) occur, and at length superseded the 
earlier forms.] . . 

A. Illustration of early forms 
a. plural, nom. and accus. 

CXQO0 Ags. Gosp. Matt, xxviii. ao Ic beo mid eow ealle 
da^as. c 3260 H at ton G. ibid., leh beo mid eow ealle da^es. 
cxzoo Ormin 4356 Seffne dajhess. ciaog I, ay, 8796 Fif 


daei^es [c 1275 dawes]. a 2225 Leg. Rath. 1844 Al pe tweolf 
dahes. <22225 Ancr. E. 70 preo dawes. 2297 R. Glouc. 
(1724) 383 pre dawes & nan mo. _ 2399 Pol. Poems (Rolls > I. 
377 As it is said by elderne dawis. c 2430 Lydg. Bochas vi. 

1. (1554) 144 a, In thy last dawes. 

0 pi. gC 7 t. 

c 2000 Ags. Ps. ci. 2x On midle minre da^ena. c xooo Ags. 
Gosp. Matt. iv. 2 He fseste feowurtig daga [L indisf. feuortig 
daga, Hatton G. feorti^ dae^es], c 1275 Lamb Horn. 87 
Fram pam ester tid fifti da^a. c 2205 Lay. 3615 pe fora 
wuren agan feuwerti dahene 1275 da^es], Ibid. 4605 
Vnder fif dawene [£1275 dahene] geong heo cornea to pisse 
londe. a 1225 Leg. Kath, 2502 Twenti dahene Jong. 
y. pi. dat. : see also 1 3 a 0 . 
c sooo Ags. Gosp. Matt. xxvi. 61 vEfter prym dagum [xxvu. 
63 dagon], c 2160 HattonG. ibid., Alfter prem da3en. c 1275 
Lamb. Horn. 89 On moyses da^en. c 2205 Lay. 5961 Bi heore 
seldre dajwen [<.'1273 dawes]. c 2300 K.Alis. 5632 In twenty 
dawen. c 2300 St. Margarets 3 Bi olde dawe Patriarch he 
was wel he3. c 2320 Sir Tristr. 2480 Etenes II old dayn 
Had wrou3t it. c 1430 Ereer/zasonry 394 After the lawe That 
was y-fownded by olde dawe, 

5. In some places da$cn, dawe 7 t, may be nom. 
or acc. plural. 

C2275 Lamb. Horn. 119 Ic seolf beo mid eow alle da^en 
[OE. ealle dagas], 

e. The genitive sing. OE. dirges, early ME dales, 
etc., was formerly used adverbially, by day, on 
the day (Ger. des Tags) ; see 1 b ; it survived in 
ME. bi dales, a dales, A-days, mod. now-a-days. 

B. Signification. 

I. The time of sunlight. 

1. ‘ The time between the rising and setting of 
the sun * (J.) ; the interval of light between succes- 
sive periods of darkness or night ; in ordinary usage 
including the lighter part of morning and evening 
twilight, but, when strictly used, limited to the time 
when the sun is above the horizon, as in ( at the 
equinox day and night are equal Break of day : 
dawn : see Break, Daybreak. 

This is the artijicial day of astronomers : see Artificial. 
It is sometimes called the natztral day (Ger. natilrlicker 
tags, which however usually means sense 6. 

cxooo A£lfkic Gen . i. 5 God.. het peet leoht dse^ & pa 
J?eostra niht. c 2200 Trin. Coll. Horn. 258 pu 3ifst j?e sunne 
to pedab, )>e mane to)>e nichte. c 1290 .S'. Eng. Leg. 1. 97/173 
In pat prison pat Maide Iai twell dawes and twelf niijt. 
c 2340 Cursor M. 390 (Trin.) I'o parte pe day fro pe imt. 
c 1400 Lanfrands Cirurg. 41 Ofte tymes in pe dai & in pe 
ny3t. 2523 Ld. Berners Froiss. I.cxxviii. 255 It was then 
nype of the day. 2580 Baret Alv. B 2200 The Bi eake of the 
daie. 2502 D avies hmnort. Soul vi. (1742) 25 O Light, which 
mak’st the Light which makes the Day. 2635 N. Carpenter 
Geog. Del. 1. v. 106 The longest day is equal! to the longest 
nignt, 1770 Goldsm. Des. Vill. 25 How often have I bless'd 
the coming day. ' 2807 Robinson A rchzsol. Grseca m. xxv. 
331 The more ancient Greeks distinguished the natural day 
— that is, the time from the rising to the setting of the sun 
— into three parts. 2840 Penny Cycl. XVI. 326/r At North 
Cape . . the longest day lasts from the 15th of May to the 
29th of July, which is two months and a fortnight. 

b. Co?ist. The notion of time how long is ex- 
pressed by the uninflected word (repr. an original 
accus. or dative), as in day and night , all ( the ) 
day, this day , and the like ; the notion of time 
wimt (without respect to duration) was expressed 
in OE. by 071 drg, early ME. on, upport dai , o day , 
a-day ; also by the genitive dirges, esp. in the collo- 
cation dirges and iiihtes, and in far days, far forth 
days^'izx on in the day \ still used in 17th c. 
(see Far adv. 3 c); about 1200 we find bi daps, 
and soon after bi daie by day. See By pirp. 19 b. 

cxooo Ags. Gosp. Mark v. 5 Symle da^es St nihtes he wees 
on byr^enum. c 2200 Trin. Coll. Horn. 87 Swiche hertes 
fonde# pe fule gost deies and nihtes. cxzoo Ormin 11332 
Heold Crist hiss fasste . . Bi da3hess & bi nahhtess. a 2250 
Owl <V Night. 241 Bi daie pu art scare-blind, c 2250 Hymn 
to Virgin 257 Min hope is in pe dat} & nicht. a 2300 Cursor 
M. 25159 (Cott.) Ilk night of oliuete To pe mont he yode . . 
And euer on dai pe folk he gaf O godds word pe fode. 2386 
Rolls of Farit. III. 225/r [He] made dyverse enarmynges 
bi day and eke bi nyght. C1400 Lanf rands Cirurg. 34, 
I heeld pe wounde open aldai, a 2450 Knt. de la Tour 
(1868 ) 45 She happed to abide so longe on a sonday that it 
was fer dayes. 2513 More in Grafton Chron. II. 778 The 
pageauntes were a making day and night at Westminster. 
a 2563 Bale Sel. Wks. (Parker Soc.) 120 It is far days and 
ye have far to ride to night. 2600 Holland Livy xlv. xxxvi. 
2225 It was so far forth dayes as being the eighth hour© 
therof. 1697 Dryden Virg. Georg, in. 318 Untir’d at Night, 
and chearful all the Day. 2835 Thirlwall Greece I. 219 
He might prosecute his voyage as well as by day. 2848 
Macaulay Hist, Eng. (1880) L iii. 184 The bags were car- 
ried. .day and night at the rate of about five miles an hour. 

2. In hefoi-e day , at day^ daybreak, dawn, 

a 1300 Cursor M. 6106 iGdtt.) J?at pai Sould vte ofhous cum 
bi-for day. C1420 Avow. Arth. ix, To ride this forest or 
daye. 1576 Fleming Ptmopl, Epist. 39 A little before 
day. 2719 De Foe Crusoe <2840) I I. ii. 48 They got up in 
the morning before day. 2793 Nelson in Nicolas Disp. 
I, 309 This morning at day we fell in with a Spanish. .Ship. 
8. Daylight, the light of day. 
c 2340 Cursor M. 8676 * Fairf.), I hit knew quen hit was day. 
2383 Wyclif Rom. xiii. 23 As in day wand re we honestly. 
c 2489 Caxton Sonnes ofAymon ix. 223 Whan Reynavvcle 
sawe the day, he rose vp. 2580 North Plutarch (2676) 355 
Such as could see day at a little hole. 1662 J. Davies tr. 
Olearius* Voy. A mbass. 276 In his Conversion of the darkest 
■ Night' to bright Day. 2720 Steele Tatler No. 242 r x She 
had now found out, that it was Day before Nine in the 
Morning. 2729 De Foe Crusoe (1840) II. x, 228 It was 


broad day. 2883 Stevenson Treasure f si. m. xui, (1886) 
107 It was as plain as day. 

b. fig. A light like that of day; ‘daylight* in 
a difficult question. 

1667 Marvell Corr. lxxx. Wks. 2872-5 II. 225, I can not 
yet see day in the business©, betwixt the two Houses. 1702 
Rowe Tamerl. v. i. 2191 They cast a Day around ’em. 
f 4. One of the perpendicular divisions or * lights ” 
of a mullioned window, [F. jour , med .L, dies?) 

[2409 Will of Ware (Somerset Ho.), Lego vna fenestra 
trium clierum.] 2447 Will Hen. VI (Hare’s MSS. Cams 
Coll.), In the east ende of the s' 1 Quier shalbe sat a great 

f able window of vij dales. 1484 Will ofChocke (Somerset 
lo.), A wyndow .. of ilj dayes. £22490 Botoner I tin. 
(Nasmith 1778) 296 Et quaelibet fenestra, .continet tres dayes 
vitreatas. 2838 J. Britton Diet. Archit. 40 A part of 
a window between the mullions is often called a bay, or 
day. 1859 Archit . Dull. Soc. Diet., Day, the mediaeval 
term for each perpendicular division or light (fr.jour) of 
a mullioned window. 

5 . Mining. The surface of the ground over a 
mine. Hence day-coal , -drift, - hole (see also 24'u 
2665 Phil. Trans. I. 80 By letting down Shafts from the 
day (as Miners speak). 2676 Hodgson ibid. XI. 762 
According as the Day-coal heightens or deepens. 1708 
J. C. Compl. Collier (1845) 32 Draw your Coals to Bank <or 
Day) out of the Pit. 2747 Hooson Mined s Diet. N iij b, 
The Ore that is found on the Tops of Veins, especially near 
to the Day. 1881 Raymond Mining Gloss., Day , the surface 
of the ground over a mine. 

II. As a period, natural division, or unit of 
time. 

0 . The time occupied by the earth in one revolu- 
tion on its axis, in which the same terrestrial meri- 
dian returns to the sun ; the space of twenty-four 
hours, reckoned from a definite or given point. 
Const, during, in, formerly on, 0, a, retained in 
twice a day , etc. ; see A p 7 -ep A 8, 8 b. 

The solar or astronomical day is reckoned from noon to 
noon ; and, as the length of this time varies (within narrow 
limits* according to the time of the year, its mean or average 
length is the mean solar day. The civil day in civilized 
countries generally is the period from midnight to midnight, 
similarly adjusted to its mean length. Ancient nations 
variously reckoned their day to begin at sunrise, at noon, or 
at sunset. The sidereal day is the time between the succes- 
sive meridional transits of a star, or^ specifically of the first 
point of Aries, and is about four minutes shorter than the 
solar day. (The term natural day is sometimes used in 
this sense, sometimes in sense 1.) 

C950 Lindisf. Gosp. Matt. xv. 32 Brio dogor ^ee Serhuunas 
mee mi&. c 2000 /Elfric Gen. i. 5 pa was ?,eworpen asfett 
and moreen an das'*. Ibid. ii. 3 God &ebletsode pone seofe&an 
dax ana hine sehal^ade. c 2x75 Lamb. Horn. 87 Fram pan 
halie hester dei boo italde fifti da3a to pisse deie. c 12105 
Lay. 19216 preo dasies [C1375 da3es] wes pe king wuniende 
peve. 1207 R. Glouc. (1724 144 Aftur fyftene dawes . . To 
London he wende. 2382 Wyclif Acts ix. 9 He was tfare 
dales not seynge. 2562 T. Norton Calvin's hist. 1. 10 b, 
Symonides. .desired to haue a daies respite graunted him to 
study vpon it. a 2631 Donne Poems (2650) 6 Hours, daies, 
months, which are the rags of time. 182a Byron Werner 
1. i. 377 Twenty years Of age, if ’t is a day. 1832 Brewster 
Newton (1855) L xiii. 365 We may regard the length of the 
day as one of the most unchangeable elements in the system 
of the world. 

c 2386 Chaucer Sqr's. T. 108 In the space of o day 
natureel, (This is to seyn, in foure and twenty houres!. 
2398 Trevisa Barth. deP.R . ix, xxi. (1495) 358 Some daye 
is artyfycyall and some naturell . . a natural daye conteynyth 
xxiiij houres. 2551 Recorde Cast. Kn&wL (15561 244 The 
Naturall daye. .is commonly accompted from Sonne rising© 
one daye, to Sonne rising the nexte daye. 1764 Maskelyne 
in Phil. Trans, LIV. 344 The interval between the transit 
of the first of Aries across the meridian one day, and its 
return to it the next day, is called a sidereal day.. The 
interval between the transit of the sun across the meridian 
one day, and his transit the next day, is called an apparent 
solar day. 2812 Woodhouse Astroti. xxii. 222 The interval 
between two successive noons is a natural day, 1834 Nat. 
Philos., Astron. 1.13/2 (Useful Knowl. Soc. 1 Although, -the 
solar day is of variable length, we can . . ascertain its mean 
or average length ; and this quan tity is called a mean solar 
day. Ibid. 14/2 The length of the sidereal day is found to 
be uniformly 23 hours, 56 minutes, or more accurately 
23* 56 •“ 4* *092. 

tb. AU daysz always, forever. Obs. 
cxooo Ags. Gosp. Matt, xxviii, ao Ic beo mid eow ealle 
dagas [Lmdisj. allum dagum]. c 2260 Hatton G. ibid., Ich 
beo mid eow ealle da3es. 1480 Caxton Chron. Eng. cii, For 
that time forth losten Britons the royame for al dayes. 
f c, A day's travel ; a day's journey. Obs. 

1363 'Lange, P. PI, A, x. x 'Sire ■ Dowel dwelleb. . not a day 
henries. 2624 Capt. Smith Virginia 4 A Towne called 
Pomeiock, and six 'dayes higher, ' their. City Skieoak. 

7 . The same space of time, esp. the civil day, 
treated (without reference to its length) as a point 
or unit of time, on which anything happens, or 
which 'fixes a date. ■ Const, on, upon (ME. 0, a - : 
cf. A prep A 8, A adjA 4). 

r 1000 Ags, Gosp, Matt,. xx. 29 And pam-pryddan dse^e he 
arist. 2254 (?. A*. Chron. .Laud MS.) an. ixas-BEatfoper 
dei pa he lai an slep in scip. ' a 1400 Cursor M. 5208 Cott.) 
For-giue it vs, lauerd, fra pus dau. Ibid. .29045 (Cott,) Petre 
and lohn a dai at none Went to pe kirc. Ibid. iQ8io(Edin.) 
Apon a dai at tide of none, ' 0 2400 Lanfrcmds Cirurg. 343 
■ Sumtyme men . . weren hoof in pe .-'same dab." . *523. Lr>. 
Berners Froiss. I. cxL 167 Some day y^ one part lost, and 
some day, the other. x533~4 Act 25 Hen. VIII, e, at § 25 
Before the saide .xii. daie of : Marche, 2600-22 Rowlands 
Four Knaves (Percy Soc. 1-75 They say, ■ The bett er the day 
. the better" the. deede. 2704. Nelson Fest. 4- Fasts i. (1730) 

: 16 The first Day of the' Week called the Lord’s Day... 1726 
tr. Gregory's Astron . I. 26a You need, only .to know what 
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Bay of each Month the Sun enters a Sign of the Ecliptic, 
and compute one Degree for every Day from thence. 1799 
F. Leighton Let, to J. Boucher zx Sept. (MS.), Pray treat 
me with a letter on an early day as parliament folks say. 
1865 Trollope Beltm Est. x. rag She would return home 
on the day but one after the funeral. 

b. Phrase. One day : on a certain or particular 
day in the past ; on some day in the future. So 
of future time, some day ; and of the present or 
proximate future, one or some of these days. 

1535 Coverdale i Sam. xxvii. 1 One of these dayes shal 
I fall into the handes of Saul. 1586 A. Day Eng. Secretary 
11. ^1625) 66 His meaning is one of these daies to entreat© 
your paines hitherwards. 1594 Spenser Amorciti lxxv, 
One day I wrote her name upon the strand. 1613 Shahs. 
Jim. VIII, n. ii. 22 The King will know him one day. 
1659 B. Harris Pcirival's Iron Age 53 Had it not been, to 
revenge himself one day, upon the Spaniards. 1838 Dickens 
Q, Twist xxx vi, You will tell me a different tale one of 
these days. 1855 Smedley II . Coverdale xxxv. Some of 
these days I shall be obliged to give him a lesson. 

III. A specified or appointed day. 

8. A specific period of twenty-four hours, the 
whole or part of which is assigned to some parti- 
cular purpose, observance, or action, or which is 
the date or anniversary of some event, indicated by 
an attributive addition or by the context; e. g. 
saints' days , holy days, New Years day , Lady-day , 
Christmas-day , St. Swiihin' s-day , fay-day, rent- 
day , settling-day , birth-day, wedding-day , corona- 
tion-day , etc. (See the various defining words.) 

cxvj$ Lamb. Horn, xi Nu beoS icumen . . pa halie da$es 
uppen us. 1297 R. Glouc. (1724) 368 A Seyn Nycolas day 
he com. ©1450 St. Cuthbert (Surtees) 7007 Ilk 3 ere. .In pe 
day of bedisdeying. 1577. Holinshed Chron. IV. 504 To 
put us in mind how we violate the Sabboth daie. 1595 
Shaks. John v. i. 25 Is this Ascension day? 1600 J. Pory 
tr. Leo’s Africa Aij, At London this three and. fortieth 
most joifull Coronation-day of her sacred Majestie. 160a. 
1615 J. Stephens Satyr, Ess. <ed. 2) 222 Like a bookesellers 
shoppe on Bartholomew day. 1823 Wonv. Every-day Bk. I. 
300 In each term there is one day whereon the courts do not 
transact business. .These are termed Grand days in the inns 
of court ; and Gandy days at the two Universities. 1884 
Christian World 9 Oct. 764,/r Lord Bramwell. .had spoken 
of Saturday as * pay-day, drink-day, and crime-day \ 
b. Last day (OE. ytemesta dteg). Day of Judge- 
ment or of Doom, Doomsday, Judgement day , Day 
of the Lord , of Accounts, Retribution , Wrath, 
Great Day, etc.: the day on which the dead 
shall be raised to be * judged of the deeds done 
in the body \ See also the various qualifying 
words. 

971 Blickl. Horn. 57 Seo saul . . onfehp hire lichoman on 
jxcm ytmestan dcCge. a 1300 Cursor M. 27362 (Cott) |?e dai 
of wreth. 1382 Wyclif 2 Pet. hi. 10 Forsothe the day of 
the Lord shal come as a theef. c 1386 Chaucer Pars. T. 
I* 305 He schal gelde of hem account at pe day of doome. 
a 1400 Prymer{ 1891) 82 Haue mercy of me whan pow comest 
in j?e laste day. a 1533 Ld. Berners II non clviii. 606 Vnto 
the day of Iugemente. 1583 Stubbes Anat. Abus. n. (1882) 
86 The generall resurrection at the last day. Ibid. 11. 96 At 
y« gret day of the Lord. 1690 Locke Hum. Und, n. xxvii. 
(1695) 187 In the great Day, wherein the Secrets of all Hearts 
shall be laid open. 2746-7 Hervey Medit. (1818) 75 The 
severer doom, and more public infamy, of the great day. 
i860 Pusey Min. Profh. 109 The Day of Judgment or 
vengeance. 

f e. Hence in early versions of N. T. m Judge- 
ment : a literal rendering of Gr. ipxkpa in reference 
to the Judgement Day. Obs. 

138a Wycuf x Cor. iv. 3 To me it is for the leeste thing 
that I be demyd of 30U, or of mannis day [Tindale, JRhem, 
days, Cranmer, Geneva, 1611, 1881 judgement], a 1628 
Preston New Covt. 19 He would not regard to be judged 
by mans day, as long as he was not judged by the Lord. 

9. A day appointed, a fixed date, esp. for payment. 

c 1175 Lamb. Horn. 35 Ne beo he nefre swa riche for# he 

seal penne is dei cumeo. c 1290 S. Eng-. Leg. 1 . 250/334, 1387 
Trevisa Higden III. 189 (Matz.) pe dettoures my^te nouate 
pay here money al here day. c 1400 Gamely u 792 He wold. . 
Come afore pe Justice to kepen his day. c 1300 Merck. <$* 
Son in Halliwell Ntigee Poet, 21 In cas he faylyd hys day. 
i 335 Stewart Cron. Scot. I. 556 The king of Scottis. .come 
thair to keip his da. 1596 Shaks. Merck. V. 1, iii. 165 If he 
should breake his date, what should I gaine By the exaction 
of the forfeiture ? x 6 .. Dryden (J,), Or if my debtors do not 
keep their day. a 1883 in J. G. Butler Bible Work II. 343 
Christ, in the interval between the resurrection and ascension, 
keeps day with his disciples. 

b. A day in each week (or other period) fixed 
for receptions, etc. ; a day on which a hostess is 
‘ at home ’. 

1694 Congreve Double Dealer m. ix, You have been at my 
lady Whifier’s upon her ^ day, madam? i8or Lemaistre 
Rough Sk, Mad. Paris iv. 59 Each of the ministers has 
a day, to which all foreigners may be taken by their respec- 
tive ministers. 1888 Mrs. H. Ward R. Elsmere (1890) 307 
We found she was in town, and went on her * day **■■■ 

10. '«* Day of battle or contest ; day’s work on 
the field of battle: esp. in phrases to carry, get, 
win, lose the day. Cf. Field, and Cabby 15 c, etc. 

1 SS 7 Tusser 100 Points Hush, xci, The bat tell is fought, 
thou hast gotten the daye. 1600 E. Blount tr. Conesiaggio 
23 Without his aide the day would be perillous. *1642 
Rogers Naaman 492 Shew us how we may get the day of 
our adversary. _ 1659 B. Harris ParivaVs Iron Age 196 The 
Imperialists, thinking the Day was theirs. 1721 R. Bradley 
IVks. Nature 139 The Silk Worm at present carries the 
Day before all others of the Papilionaceous Tribe. 1848 
Macaulay Hist, Eng, II. 168 The bloody day of Seneff 


IV. A space of time, a period, 
f II. A space (of time). Its extent is usually de- 
fined by the accompanying words. Now Gbs. or Sc. 

1451 Paston Lett, No. 171 I. 227 They have be fals both 
to the Clyffordys and to me thys vij yeere day. c 1470 
Harding Chron. Proem xxii, Who laye afore Pans a moneth. 
daye. 1350 Crowley Epigr. 1462 You shall, .lende but for 
a monetises day. 2552 T. Gresham in Strype Elect. Mem. 
II. App. C. 148 No man convey out any parcel of lead five 
years day. 15 68 E. Tilney Disc. Mariage C j, I coind 
recite many examples . . if the time woulde suffer mee. You 
have yet clay ynough, quoth the Lady Julia, c 1670 Hobbes 
Dial. Com. Laws 145 Which Statute alloweth to these 
Provisors Six weeks Day to appear. 1823-79 , Jamieson, 
A month's day, the space of a month ; A year's day, the 
space of a year. 

f 12. Time allowed wherein to be ready, esp. for 
payment; delay, respite; credit. Obs. 

£■1386 Chaucer Frankl T. 847 And him bysecheth . .To 
graunte him dayes of the remenaunt. 1428 E. E. Wills 
(1882) 82 To have ther-of resonable daies of paiement. 1523 
Ld. Berners E'roiss. I. ccxiii. 263 The truce, .is nat expired, 
but hath day to endure vnto the first day of Maye next. 
c 1330 — Artk. Lyt. Bryt. (1814) 477, I giue her daye for 
a moneth, & truse in the meane season. *576 Gascoigne 
Steele G7.(Arb.) 80 When drapers draw no games by gluing 
day. 1614 Bp. Hall Recoil. Treat. 6x6 Ye Merchants .. 
make them pay deare for daies. 1644 Quarles Barnabas 
Sf B. 18 I’ll give no day.. I must have present money. 165 9 
Rushw. Hist. Coll. I. 640 That he might have day until the 
25 of October, to consider of the return. 

13. The time during which anything exists or 
takes place ; period, time, era. 

a. expressed more literally by the pi. : e. g. in 
the days of King Arthur, days of old, in those days, 
in days to come, men of other days, etc. Better 
days : times when one was better off : so evil days. 

<ri2oo Trin, Coll. Horn. 3 O'dre men he waren bi podases. 
a 1300 Cursor M. 17546 (Cott.) In aid dais. Ibid. 21712 
(Cott.) Nu in vr daies. 136a Langl, P. PL A. 1. 96 Dauid, 
in his dayes he Dubbede knihtes. 1470-83 M alory A rthnr 
x. Ixxxvi, Yet had I neuer reward .. of her the dayes of my 
lyf. 1513 Douglas AEneis xm. ix. 69 Twichyng the stait, 
quhilum be days gone, Of Latium. 1548 Hall Chron, 
239 b, Of no small authoritic in those dayes. 1576 Fleming 
Panopl. Epist. Aij, I know not where we shall finde one in 
these our dayes. 1614 Bp. Hall Recoil. Treat. 953 What 
sonne of Israel can hope for good daies, when hee heaves 
his Fathers were so evil! ? 1652 Culpepper Eng. Physic. 183 
An Herb of as great Use with us in these dayes. 1732 
Berkeley Alciphr. vi. § 26 The Jewish state in the days of 
Josephus. 1806 Forsyth Beauties Scotl. IV. 102 The whole 
town bears evident marks of having seen better days. 1848 
Lytton Harold 1. i, In the good old days before the Monk- 
king reigned. 1880 T. Fowler Locke i. 7 During his 
undergraduate and bachelor days. 

J* j3. In this sense, esp., ME. used dawen, dawe, 
from the OE. dat. pi. on pwm dagum. When dawe 
{daw') began to be viewed as sing., dawes was often 
used in the pi. 

c 1000 Ags. Gosp.yiyXX. iii. x On )>am dagum com Johannes. 
c xx6o Hatton. G . ibid.. On J>am da$en. £1200 Trin. Cott. 
Horn. 47 Swich peu wes bi pan dasen. c 1275 Lay. 397 After 
pan hepene lawe pat stot [ = stood) in ban like dawe. a X300 
Cursor M. 4082 (Cott.) Als it hitickl mtkel in }>aa datius 
[v.r. be aide dawes], £1314 Guy Warm. (A.) 3852 Non 
better nar bi pc dawe. £1386 Chaucer Frankl . T. 452 
Felawes, The which he had y-knowen in olde dawes, c 1430 
Lydg. Bochas in. xiii. 86 b, N euer . . in their dawes, c 1430 
Freemasonry 509 (Matz.) Suehe mawmetys he hade yn hys 
dawe. _ 150X Douglas Pal* Hon. in. xltv, Tullus Seruilliiis 
douchtie in his daw. 

b. expressed more fig. by the sing. Now esp. 
in phrases at or to this or that day , at the present 
day, in our own dap, at some future day , etc. 

1382 Wyclif Jfohn xxv. 20 In that day 3© schulen know©, 
for I am in myjadir, and 3ee in me. 1578 Timme Calvin, 
on Gen. 242 Which Men at this day call Cairum. x6xx 
Bible Ezek. xxx. 9 In that day shall messengers goe fourth 
from me in shippes. 1662 Stillingfl. Orig. Sacr . u vl. § 1 
To this day.. the Coptites and antlent Egyptians call the 
end of the year v«nri. 1771 .Smollett Humph. CL I. 23 
Apr., The inconveniences which I overlooked in the high 
day of health, 1803 Scott Last Minstr. Imrocl. 4 His 
wither’d cheek and tresses grey Seem’d to have known 
a better day. 1848 Macaulay Hist, Eng. I. 403 To this 
day Palamon and Arcite,.are the delight both of critics 
and of schoolboys. 187s Jowett Plato led. 2) V. 48 They 
were . . more just than the men of our day. 

(A) The day : the time under consideration, time 
(now or then) present. (Cf. the hour, the moment.) 
Order of the day : see Order, The day 1 Sc, for 
To-day, q.v. 

18x4 Scott Wav. xln, 4 But we maun a’ live the day, and 
have our dinner. 1839 Sir C. Napier in W. N. Bruce 
Life iv, (x8$sb I2 7 Funk is the order of the day. 1893 W. 
P. Courtney in Academy 13 May 4x3/1 The gardens were 
planned by the best landscape gardeners of the day* Mod. 
Men and women of the day. The book of the day* 

14. With personal pronoun : Period of a person’s 
rule, activity, career, or life; lifetime, a. in sing. 

1297 R. Glouc (1724) 376 Heye men ne derate by hys 
day wylde best nyme nott. a 1300 Cursor M, 83x5 (Cott.) 
Salamon . . sal be king efter U dai. £1300 Beket 649 Heo 
that was so free and he3 bi myn ancestres daye. £1400 
Gamelyn 65 Thus dalte the knight his lond by hts day* 
a 1500 Child* of Bristowe 360111 Hazh :E. P, P. I. X24 Yet 
dwel y stille in peyn. .tyl y haue fulfilled my day. 1793 
Southey Joan of A rc m. 203 Holy abbots honour’d in their 
day*. 1830 L. ■ Hunt A utoUog. (2860; 2 , 1 have had vanities 
enough in my day* 

b. in pi. Time of one’s life, span of existence. 
To end one's days ; to die. 


x 4 66 Paston Lett . No. 552 1 1 * 282 Bike as the said John 
Paston deceased had in any time of his daies. *48$ Caxton 
Curiall x That thou myghtest vse thy dayes in takyng 
companye wyth me. 1313 Moke in Grafton Chron. II. 756 
In his later dayes. .somewhat corpulent. 1326 Pilgr. Per/. 
(W. de W. 1531) 289 b, They had neuer feled suche before, 
in all theyr dayes, a 1533 Ld. Berners Hum Ixv. 222 
There myserably he shall encle his dayes. £ x6oo Shaks. 
Bonn, xcv, That tongue that tells the story of thy days*. 
x6oo E. Blount tr. Conesiaggio 304 The gride he conceived 
..hastened his daies. 1697 Dryden Virg. Georg, iv. 815, 

I at Naples pass my peaceful Days. 2867 !• iieeman Norm. 
Cony. (1876) I. App. 753 The kingdom of Burgundy was 
now in its last days. 

15. Time of action, period of power or influence. 
Proverb. A {every) dog has his (a) day. 

1550 Q. Eliz. in Strype liccl. Mem. 1 1 . xxviii. 234 Notwith- 
standing, as a dog hath a day, so may I perchance have 
time to declare it in deeds. 2562 j. Hey wood Prov. $ 
Epigr. (1867) 30 But as euery man saith, a dog hath a daie. 
1602 Shaks. Ham. v. i. 3x5 d'he Cat will Mew, and Dogge 
will haue his day. 1633 B. Jonson Talc Tub 11. i, A man 
has his hour, and a doghis day, 1703 Rowe Ulyss. 1. i. 7 1 
Suffer the Fools to laugh . . This is their Day. 2837 Ca rlyi.e 
Fr. Rev. I. i. a. Each dog has but his day. 1842 Miai.l 
Nonconf. I. 1 Diplomacy has had its day, and failed. 1850 
Tennyson In Mem. Prol. v, Our little systems have their 
day, They have their day and cease to be, 

V. Phrases. 

18 . A-day, A-days, q.v. (see also 1 b) ; By day, 
bi-day (see 1 and By prep. 19, 20) ; by ike day 
(By prep 24 c); To-day. 
f 17 . Of daw (e (OE. type *0/ dagum, ME. of da- 
Jen, of daje, of dawe, of dawes, of daw i,day\ a daw; 
corruptly on, to daw{c ) : in to bring, do of or out of 
dawe , life's dawe, to deprive of life, to kill ; to be of 
dawe , to be dead. Obs. See also Adawe adv* 

a X225 Juliana 31 He walde don hire .. tit of clahene, 
a 1300 Cursor M, 4168 (Gbtt.i pan wil na man of vs* rnak 
saue, pat we him [Joseph] suld haue done of daue [r.rr. on 
clan, of daghej. /bid. 78 08 i Fairf.) He mt , J stikle 

him bring© on lines' dawe f».m o dau, o daw, of dawe], 
£1300 Seyn Julian 193 pat heo of dawe be. *'*325 E. M, 
A tlit. P. A. 282 , 1 trawed my perk* don out of dawe*. Ha 1400 
Morte A rth. 2056 That cure soveraygne wuldc he distroyede, 
And alle done of dawez. £2420 Chron. Vilod, my ll ony 
a mon was day y do to dawe. c 2425 Wymtousw Cron. 
vm. xxxi. 119 Dc erfe puswesdwne of day, Douglas 

AEneis xi. iii. 58 He was siane, allace, ami broribt of daw. 

18. This or that day week (in Sc. eight Kays), 
twelve months, etc.; used, of measurement of time 
forward or backward ; the same day a week or 
a year after or before. 

1326 Tindale Acts x. 30 This daye nowe Jiij. dayes. 

I fasted. 2631 Cromwell Lett, 3 Scpt.'t€»r)yk\ The tliml 
of September, (remarkable for a mercy vouchsafed to vwir 
forces on this day twelvemonth . in Scotland), xfiox But* 
Helmf. St. Margaret's Cave 111 , 244 On the day month 
that he had made the dreadful avowal 18x5 By non 
Let, to Moore 10 Jan., I was married this day week. *865 
Kingsley Herew. xv. (1877'! 189. Let Harold see Jiow many 
. .he holds by this day twelve months. Mod, He h expected 
this day week (or, in Sc., this day eight days), 

19. Bay about, on alternate days in rotation, 
each on or for a day in his turn: cf. About, 
A. 5 b. Day by day, on each successive clay, 
daily, every day in its turn (without any notion 
of cessation) ; also alt rib. Bay after day, each 
day as a sequel to the preceding;, on every clay 
as it comes tout without intending future continu- 
ance). (From) day to day, continuously or with- 
out interruption from one day to another (said of 
a continuation of state or conditions) also aitrib . 

xg. . Moffat Wyf of Aucktirmmhty (Baimatyne MS,), 
Content am I To tak the -plische my day about. 

vgm Langl. P» PL A, vm, 177 what pou duciest clay bi 
day, £2385 Chaucer L. (?. W. Prol, 175 In whkhe me 
thought© J myghte, day by day, Dwellen alwey. ctmet 
Pnmp. Parv.iva Day be day, orouery day,f mtidie* iS4'8-9 
(Mar.i Bk. Com , Prayer 2 b, Te Dmm, Day by day we i«ag ; - 
nifie thee, 1771 ■ Mas', .G hiffith tr, Viaudh Shipwreck 178, 
1 cannot give you, day by clay, an account of thi»- Journey, 
1836 Kingsley Lett* (1878) I, 38, I am sickened by its day- 
by-day occurrence. *865 — ft grew, xv, 11877,1 *93 Paosing 
each other day by day, / 

*830 Tennyson Poems 33 A world of peace And confidence* 
day after day. * 

x»97 R. Glouc ,(17*4) 505 Fram daye to daye hit dude 
the mansinge, 14%$ Catk, Angl SB From Day to day, die 
in ditm t in dies, diet im* *s$$ A untie, 4 I mm, life!! I iij, 
From daye to daye you have Iwame worse, xfes Shakh, 
Mack.v.y, so To morrow* and to morrow, and to ’morrow* 
Creepes In this petty pace from day to day. xyxa AMiifcw 
Sped* No. 445 T 3 Whether 1 should still fimbt in laying 
my,' Speculations, from. Day to Day, before the Publick, 
*883 Mmeh* Exam* 8 Bee. 4/* ¥m c!ay*to 4 af lotini the 
' general charge ...was ' % to ar| per cent. 

20. All day: the whole day; f everyday; see 
1 b, and Alday. All days ; always, for ever : see 
6 b, Better days : see 13 a, Ev*ry»daY, Kirsitday, 
q.v. Good day : see Good, Late in the day : set* 
Late. Now-a-days, f mm bi-dawe : see Now and 
A-days, One day * one of time days*, see 7 k 7 At 
other day : two ;or a few \ da>s ago; see Or fib' it. 
Some day, some of these days ; see 7 b. Time of 
day: hour of the dock, period of the world's history, 
etc.: see Time, The day after (or before) the fair: 
too late (or too early); see Fair sbJ Days in 
Bank, Days of Grace, etc.; seeBAMK^ 3 * Grace, etc* 


DAY, 
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DAYBOOK* 


Also All Fools’ day, Ascension, Black-letter, 
Lawful day, etc. : see these words. 

VI. Attributive uses and Combinations. 

21 . The common use of the possessive genitive 
days (as in other nouns of time) somewhat restricts 
the simple attributive use of day. The genitive is 
used in, e.g., the day's duties , needs, sales , takings ; 
a days length, sunshine ; a day's fighting , journey , 
march , rest ; a day's allowance , fast , pay , provi- 
sions, victuals , wages, etc. So with the pi. /wa 
rthty/ journey , three days ’ pay, etc. See also 
Daysman, Day’s work. 

as 1250 <5* Night . 1588 That gode wif . . JHaveth dales 

kare and nijtes wake. 1388 Wyclif Zzdh? ii. 44 Thei.. 
camen a daies iourney [1382 the wey of a day], 1422 R. E. 
Wills (1882) 50 Myn eche daies gowne. 1548 Hall Citron. 
228 b, Ponderynge together yestardayes promise, and two- 
dayes doyng. 1784 Cow per Task xi. 6 My ear is pained . . 
with every day's report. 1859 Tennyson Enid 476 In next 
day’s tourney. Mod. ‘ He has neither night’s rest nor day's 
ease \ as the saying is. A distance of three days’ journey. 

22 . Such combinations as eight days when used 
attrib. may become eight-day. 

1836 [see Eight]. 1847 Nat. Encycl I. 413 Six-day 
licenses may be granted. Mod. An eight-day clock.. 

23 . General combinations : a. simple attrib. ‘ of 
the day, esp. as opposed to the night, the day’s ’, 
as day-beam, -blush, - glory , -god, - going \ -hours, 
-season, - spirit ; f of a day, as a period of time, a 
day’s’, as day-bill, -journey, -name, - respite , -sum, 
- ticket , -warning. 

1813 Hogg Queen’s Wake 265 The May-beam .. O’er 
Queensberry began to peep. 1825 I). L. Richardson 
Sonnets 60 The day-beams fade Along the crimson west. 
1824 Bykon yuan xv. Ixii, A single May-bill Of modern 
dinners. 1813 — Br. Abydos n. xxviii, When the May- 
blush bursts from high. 1827 Blackiu. Mag . XXL 81 Why, 
*Day-god, why so late? 1638 Jackson Creed ix xxiv. Wks. 
VIII. 353 Betwixt three of the clock and the *day-going, 
1669 Sturmy Mariner's Mag. n. 77 The upper half of the 
circle., is the *Day- Hours, and the lower., is the Night- 
Hours. 1483 Cam. Angl. 88 A *Day iornay, dieta. c 1489 
Caxton Sonnes of Aymon xix. 420 A May respvte is worthe 
moche. a 1568 Covf.rdale Bk. Death 1. xxi, Neither need 
to fear any inconvenience by night, neither swift arrow in 
the May-season, 1850 Mrs. Browning Poems II. 274 Thy 

* day-sum of delight. ^2530 Lu. Berners Arth. Lyt. Bryt. 
(1814) 443 To be redy at a May warning, 

b. attrib. * Pertaining to or characteristic of the 
day, existing by day, diurnal’; as day-bell, - bird , 
-breeze, - clothes , - guest , -haul, -moth, -shift, -task, 
-watch, - watchman , -wind. 

. Tale of Basyn 172 in Hazl. E. P. P. III. 51 Thei 
daunsyd all the ny*jt, till the son con ryse ; The clerke rang 
the Mav-bell, as it was his gise. 1774 White in Phil. 
Trans. LXV. 266 It does not withdraw to rest till a quarter 
before nine . . being the latest of all May-birds. 1808 J. 
Barlow Coin mb. 11. 540 The May-breeze fans the God. 
1644 A. Burgks.se Magistrates Commission 15 It ought to be 
your May-care and your night-care, and your morning-care. 
1856 Emerson Eng. Traits , Voy.to Eng. Wks. i Bohn) 1 1 . 
12 The master never slept but in his May-clothes whilst on 
board. 1654 Whitlock Zootomia 33 If griefe lodges with 
us over night, Joy shall be our *Day Guest. 1888 E. J. 
Mather Nor nr d of Dogger 103 The smacks had their gear 
down for a May-haul. 1831 Carlyle Sart. Res. (1858) 73 
Your very *Daymoth has capabilities in this kind. 1872 
Daily News .12 Oct., The people of the May-shift trooping 
in to relieve the night-workers. 1630 Bratiiwaxt Eng. 
Gentian Our Ordinary Gentleman, whose May-taske is 
this. 1837 Wheelwright tr. Aristophanes I. 263 Eluding 
our May-watch. 1722 De Foe Plague (1840) 51 Till the 
morning-man, or May-watchman, as they called him, came 
to relieve him. 1846 Keblb Lyra Innoc. (1873) 50 How 
soft the May- wind sighed. 

c. With agent-nouns and words expressing action, 

* (that acts or is done) by day, during the day, as 
distinguished from night’, as day-devourer, - drudge , 
-flier, -linker, -nurse. - seller , -sleeper ; day-drowsi- 
ness, -fishing, -journeying, - reflection , -slumber, 
-somnambulism y -vision ; also adjectives, as day- 
appearing, flying, -shining, etc. 

1821 Shelley Fragments , Wandering i, Like a May- 
appearing dream. 1725 Pope Odyss. xrx. §3 A May-devourer, 
and an evening spy! 1852 Meander iugs of Mem. I. 149 

* Day-drowsiness — and night’s arousing power. 1840 Car- 
lyle .Heroes (1858) 237 Show him the way of doing that, 
the dullest Maydrudge kindles into a hero. 1653 Walton 
A ngler 126 There is night as well as May-fishing for a Trout. 
1889 A, R. Wallace Darunutsm 248 ^Day-flying moths. 
1876 Geo. Eliot Dan. Der. IV, Ixiv. 274 In leisurely May- 
journeying from Genoa to London, 1657 Tomlinson Renou’s 
Disp. 4. Jugglers, *Day-Iurker$, and Deceivers. 2723 Pope 
Odyss. xv. 1062 The May-reflection, and the midnight- 
dream ! 2889 Tablet 3 Aug. 167 Two classes of flower-girl — 
the May-sellers and the night-sellers. 1580 Sidney Arcadia 
(1622) 2 The May-shining starres. 1549 Cheek Hurt Sedit. 
(1641 } 41 * Day -sleepers, pursse-picke vs. 1836-9 Toon Cycl. 
A nat. II. 767/2 The bat, .awoke from its deep May -slumber. 
*849 H. Mayo Truths in Pop. Supers t. vi. 86 Let me 
narrate some instances, .one of May-somnambulism. 1677 
Gale Crt. Gentiles II. in. 58 Their night-dreams and May- 
visions whereby they divined things. 

&. objective or objective genitive, as day-dis- 
pensing, -distracting, -loving adjs.; day- hater r -pro- 
longer ; ©, instrumental,,; as day- lit, day-wearied' 
adj. ; f. adverbial, as ' day-hired, -lasting, -lived 
adjs,';. g. simulative 'and parasynthetic, as day- 
bright, - dear » -eyed adjs.' 

.. .*590 T. Watson Poems (Arb.) 159 Virgo make fountains 


of thy Male-bright eine. a 1592 Greene & Lodge Looking 
Glasse (1861) 124 The day-bright eyes that made me see. 
1785 Burns 2 nd Ep.to J. Lapraik xvii. Some May-detest- 
ing owl. 1723 Pope Odyss. xx. 102 The May-distracting 
theme. 2796 T. Townshend Poems 49 *Day-eyed Fancy. 
1397 Daniel Civ. Wars n. c, The May-hater, Minerva’s 
bird. 1751 Female Foundling II. 159 *Day-hired Ser- 
vants. a 1649 Dkumm. of Hawth. Fam. Epist. Wks. (1711) 
139 *Day-lasting ornaments. 1885 R. L. Stevenson Dyna- 
miter 136 The broad, daylit unencumbered paths of uni- 
versal scepticism. 2839 Bailey Festus v. (1848) 48 Things 
born of vice or May-lived fashion. 1824 J. Bowring Bata- 
vian Anthol. 158 *Day-proionger — summer’s mate. 1395 
Shaks. John v. iv. 35 Feeble, and May- wearied Sunne. 

24 . Special combinations: + day-and-nrgM- 
shot, the name of some disease; day-befcrre 
attrib., of the previous day; day-boarder, see 
Boarder ; -f day-body, a person taken up with 
the things of the day ; day-boy, a school-boy (at 
a boarding-school) who attends the classes but goes 
home for the evening, as distinguished from a 
Boarder, q.v. ; day-clock, a clock which requires 
to be wound up daily ; day-coal (see 5) ; k day, 
day ! a childish expression for f good day’, { good- 
bye’ (cf. ta-ta ); day-degree (see quot.); day- 
drift, -hole (see quot. and 5) ; day-eye ( Coal- 
mining ), a working open to daylight ; day-gang 
t a. a day’s march or journey (obs.) ; b. a gang of 
miners, etc., forming the day-shift ; day-gown, 
a woman’s gown worn by day ; day -holding, the 
holding of an appointed day (for arbitration) ; day- 
hours (plfi those offices for the Canonical Hours 
which aresaid in the day-time; day-house (A stroll), 
a house in which a planet is said to be stronger 
by day than by night (Wilson Diet. Astral.) ; 
+ day-liver, one who lives for a day, or for the 
day ; dayman, one employed for the day, or for 
duty on a special day ; day -nettle : see Dead- 
nettle anciI)EA-NETTLE ; day-room, a room occu- 
pied by clay only ; + day-set, sun-set ; day-shine, 
day-light ; f day-shutting, close of day, sunset ; 
day-stone, a naturally detached block of stone 
found on the surface (see 5) ; day-streak, streak 
of dawn ; day-student, a student who comes to 
a college, etc. during the day for lectures or study, 
but does not reside there ; day-ticket, a railway or 
other ticket covering return on the same day; abo, 
a ticket covering all journeys or entrances made by 
the purchaser on the day of issue ; day-tide (poet.,) 
day-time ; day -wages, wages paid by the day ; 
f day -wait, a watcher or watchman by day ; 
day-wa*rd sb., ward kept by day; day* ward a. 
and adv., towards the day; day-water, surface 
water (see 5 ). 

1527 Andrew Brunswyke's Distyll. Waters Kijb, The 
same water is good agaynste a sore named the Maye and 
nyght shotte. 1828 Cobkett Serm., Drunkenness 45 No- 
body is so dull as the Maybefore drunkard. 1367-8 Abp. 
Parker Corr. 310, I trust, not so great a May -body, .but 
can consider both reason and godliness. 2848 Thackeray 
Van. Fair II. xxi, Georgy was, like some dozen other pupils, 
only a * day-boy. 1888 Burgon Lives 12 Gd. Men I. iii. 
302 The attempt was made to send [him] . . as a day-boy, to 
Rugby school. 1859 Geo. Eliot A. Bede 38 No sound . . 
but the loud ticking of the old May-clock. 2722 Arbuthnot 
John Bull iv. vii, Bye ! bye, Nic !.. Won’t you like to 
shake your * day-day, Nic? 2784 P. Oliver in T. Hutchin- 
son's Diary II. 213 Day, day ! Yrs, P. Oliver. 2886 Daily 
News 17 May 3/4 The result is expressed In May-degrees, 
a day-degree signifying one degree of excess or deficit of 
temperature above or below 42 deg. continued for 24 hours, 
or any other number of degrees for an inversely proportional 
number of hours. 1892 Labour Commission Gloss., *Day 
drifts or day holes , galleries or inclined planes driven from 
the. surface so that men Can walk underground to and from 
their work without descending and ascending a shaft. 1890 
H. T. Croftqn in Trans. Lane. 6* Cheshire A ntiq . Soc. 
VII. 27 Coal would probably be obtained first by * drifts’, 

* May-eyes or * breast-highs.’ a 1300 Cursor M. 5842 Vte 
of his land Mai-ganges thre. 2840 T. A. Trollope Summ. 
Britt. II. 163 When the day-gangs come up, and those for 
the night go down. 2889 Pall Mall G. 24 Nov. 1/3 Another 
May gown for a well-known society woman. 1365 in Child 
Marriages lE.E.T.S.) 44 Ther was diuerse Maie-holdinges 
to get them to abide together ; which they neuer cold bringe 
to passe. 2892 Pall Mall. G. ix Feb. 5/2 The coal is won by 
means of a May hole. 2835 P. Freeman Princ. Div. Service I. 
220 There is, however, attached to each of these ‘ May-hours' 
a ‘mid-hour’ Office, 2630 Drumm.gf Hawth. Hymn to Fairest 
Fair, *Day-livers, we rememberance do lose Of ages worn. 
2880 Times 8 Oct. 8.5 The Liberal secretaries . . mentioned 
the names of the chairmen, treasurers, executive * Maymen 
and captains of the respective wards. 2882 N a res Seaman- 
ship fed. 6) 98 Marines, Idlers or Daymen. 1823 Nicholson 
Tract. Builder 577 A Small County Prison . . A spacious 
May room on the ground floor, c 1386 Chaucer Clerk's T. 718 
At May set he on his way is goon, c 2822 Beddoes Pyg- 
malion Poems 154 By moon, or lamp, or sunless May shine 
white. 3872 Tennyson Gareth <4 L. 1065 Naked in open 
day shine. 2673 in Picton L’pool Mimic. Rec. (1883) I. 316 
That every publick house hangout lanthornes. .till 8 a clock 
at night, from May shutting. 2877 A. H. Green Phys. 
Geot. x. §3. 442 *Day-stones, 1830 Clough Dipsychus B^ 
The chilly May-streak signal. 2883 Durham llniv. Jrnl. 
27 Dec. 242 Sorry indeed to see the May-student system 
becoming the rule. 2846 Railway Reg, II L 248 * Day 
tickets— The charge is a fare and a half. 2828 Keats 
Eitdym. in. 365 At brim of May-tide. 2623 tr. Camden's 
Hist, Elis. 1. 11688) 49 Souldiers, Servants, and all that took 


*Day- Wages for their Labour, a 1392 Greene Orpharioit 
Wks. (Grosart) XII. 86 A labourer for day wages. 1496 
Dives <$* Paup. (W. de W.) v. xi. 220, I haue made the 
a Maye way te to the people of Israeli. 2397-1603 W. Riding 
Sessions Rolls 49 ( Yorks, Archseol. Assoc.), Vigilias suas in 
diebus anglice their Mayvvarde, 2876 Lanier Poems, Psalm 
of West 367 Whilst ever May ward thou art steadfast drawn. 
1698 Cay in Phil. Trans. XX. 369 A meer ^Day-Water .. 
immediately from the Clouds. 1808 Curwen Econ. Feeding 
Stock 198 A poor clay, .extremely retentive of day-water. 

f Day, v. 1 Obs. In 3 deepen, dai^en. [A 
form of Daw v., assimilated to detysh.] To dawn. 

c 2203 Lay. 21726 Lihten hit gon deepen [c 1275 cla3eie]. — 
22854 Faire hit gon da3i3en. — 26940 Hit agon daijen [c 2273 
da3e3e], c 2275 Ibid. 1694 A morwe \>o hit da^ede [c 2203 
dawede], c 2440 Promp. Parv. 222 Dayyn, or wexyn day. . 
diesco. Ibid. 2x4 Dawyn idem est, quod dayyn. [Pynson 
dayen ], aurora. 4*2460 Tcmmeley Myst.. Jacob 108 Fare- 
well now, the day dayes. 1483 Cath. Angl. 88 To Day, 
diere, diescere. 

Hence Baying* vbl. sb. — Dawing, Dawning. 

c 1420 Anturs of Arth. xxxvii, In Maying of he day. 
cx 332 Dewes Introd, Fr. in Palsgr. 927 At the dayeng, 
a Pixjoumer. 

t Bay, Obs . [f. Day sb . ; in several dis- 

connected senses.] 

1 . tram. To appoint a day to any one ; to cite or 
summon for an appointed day. [transl. Flem. 
daghen . ] 

1482 Caxton Reynard ( Arb.) 19 That he shold he sente 
fore and dayed ernestly agayn, for t[o] abyde suche luge, 
ment. 

2. To submit (a matter) to, or decide by, arbi- 
tration, Cf. Dayment, 

2484 [see Daying vbl. r/x]. *580 Lupton Sivqila 217 They 
haue bin enforced when all their money was, .spent, to haue 
their matter dayed, and ended by arbitrament. 

3 . To give (a person) time for pa) ment ; absol. 
to postpone payment. (Cf. Day sb. 1 2.) 

2566 Wager Cruell Debtor, The most part of my debitors 
have honestly payed, And they that were not redy I have 
gently dayed. 2373 Tusser Hush. ixii. (1878 139 III 
husbandrie daieth, or Ietteth it lie : Good husbandrie paieth, 
the cheaper to bie. 

4 . To appoint or fix as a date. 

2394 Carew Tasso (2S82) 114 So when the terme wa? 
present come, that dayd 'I he Captaine had. 

5. To measure by the day; to furnish with days, 

1600 Abp. Abbot Exp. Jonah 545 Is it nothing that their 

life is daved and houred, and inched out by a fearful God 
and terrible? 1616 Budden tr. Aerodius ’ Parent’s Hon. 268 
Naturall duty, can neither be dayde nor yeard, nor deter- 
mined by age, or eldership. 1839 Bailey Festus xiii. 11848) 
222 When earth was dayed— was morrowed. 

6. To year and day \ to subject to the statutory 
period of a year and a day. 

2323 Fitzhf.rb. Surv. 28 b, And put them in sauegarde to 
the lordes vse till they be yered and deyd. a 1626 W. Sclater 
Serm. Exper. 1 1638) 286 Whiles favours are new, we can . . 
say, God he thanked^ but, once year’d and day’d, they 
scarce ever come more into our thought. 

Day, var. of Dby, dnirywoman. 
t Bayage. Obs. [?f. Day sb. + -AGE ,] ? De- 
murrage. 

2392 in Picton L’pool Mimic. Rec. [2883)1. 70 [Various 
heads under which dues were claimed]. . Ferriage ; Daiage ; 
Lastage ; Wharfage; Keyage ; Cranage. 

t Day -bed. Obs. A bed to rest on in the day- 
time ; a sofa, couch, lounge ; transf (the using of) 
a l ied by day. 

1594 Shaks. Rich. Ill, iii. vii. 72 (Qo. t) He is not lulling 
on a lewd day bed. a 2623 Overbury Charac,, Ordinarie 
Fencer Wks. (1856) in A bench, which in the vacation of 
the afternoons he uses as his day-bed. — Distaster 127 
He is a day-bed for the Devill to slumber on. 2818 Scott 
Rob Roy xxxix, An old-fashioned day-bed, or settee. 2832 
Capt. Trelawxy Adv. Younger Son II. 193 Day-beds, feud 
air, nightly waltzes and quadrilles, rob her of youth. 

Day berry, local. (Comw.) Also deberry 
(Devon dab berry (Kent . A local name of the 
gooseberry, chiefly in its wild form. 

2736 Pegge Kentzcisms, Dabberries pi., gooseberries. 
2847-78 Haluwell, Deberries , gooseberries. Devon. 1880 
Cornwall Gloss. , Day-berry , the wild gooseberry. 

Day-blindness. A visual defect in which 
the eyes see indistinctly, or not at all, by daylight,, 
but tolerably well by artificial light. 

2834 Good Study Med. fed. 4' III. 245. 2838 Penny Cycl, 
XI f. 114/2 Nyctalopia, night-vision, or day-blindness, prob- 
ably never occurs as a .separate 'disease. 

Daybook, day-book. A book in which the 
occurrences or transactions of the day are; entered 
a. diary, journal ; f also, a. book for daily use or 
.reference"; Naut, a log-book (obs.). ' 

2380. Hollyband ■ Ire as. Fr . . . Tong, ■ Papier, ioumaf a 
day booke. : 2383 J, .Bigins tr. Junius’ N amend ator fN.», 
XPtmrinm. .Kegistre jomrnel.-* A date booke, containing such 
acts, deedes, and. matters as are clailie done.; 2603 Florio 
Montaigne (1634! rii The day booke of houshold affaires. 
2625' R. Bruch (tit lei Gerhard’s Soule’s Watch ; or a 
Day-booke for the., devout Soule, consisting of one and 
ftftie Heavenly Meditations. . 2654 Trapp Comm. Ps. v. 4 
The young Lord Harrington, and sundry others, .kept' 
Journals, or Day-books, arid oft read them over, for an help 
to Humiliation. 1709 Steele Taller No. to f 3, I see 
a Sentence of Latin in 'my Brother’s Day-Book of Wit. 
2866 Mrs. Gas kell Wives and. Dll. 328,. ‘I' don't like his 
looks \ thought Mr. Gibson to himself at night, as over, his 
daybooks he reviewed the events of the day.: 2867 Smyth 
Sailor's Word-bk., Day-book, an old. and better name Tor 
: the log-book, ■ 


DAYBREAK. 


DAY-HAWK 


b. Book-keep' ng. Originally, a book in which 
.the commercial transactions of the day, as sales, 
purchases, etc., are entered at once in the order in 
which they occur ; now, very generally restricted to 
a book containing the daily record of a particular 
class of transactions, as a Purchases Daybook , 
Sales Davbook, and more especially used of the 
latter, in which credit sales are recorded. 

In Book-keeping by Double Entry, often a synonym of 
the Wastebook, whence transactions are posted in the 
journal ; in the methods of Single Entry commonly uscd 
by tradesmen, the book in which goods sold on credit are 
entered to the debit of the purchaser, and whence they are 
posted into the Ledger, is called variously Daybook or 
journal. 

1660 T, Willsford Scales of Commerce 208 The Diary, or 
Day-book, ought to be in a large folio. 1682 Scarlett 
Exchanges 222 In. some Fairs they use only to note the 
Rescon ter in their Day-books, or Memorial, or Pocket- 
Books that can he blotted out again. 1727-51 Chambers 
Cycl. s, v. Book, The waste-book, .is in reality a journal or 
day-book; but that name being applied to another, the 
name waste book is given to this by way of distinction . . 
journal-book or day book , is that wherein the affairs of each 
day are entered orderly down, as they happen, from the 
waste-book. 1887 Westm. Rest. June 276 The ledgers and 
daybooks of every-day business life are nis guides. 

Day break. [Cf. Break v.yi and sb. 1 2 .] The 
first appearance of light in the morning; dawn. 

1530 Palsgr. 804/1 At daye breake, an jour creuer, 1683 
Burnet tr. blare's Utopia (1684)81 It is ordinary to have 
Publick Lectures every Morning before day-break. 1842 
Lane A rab. bits. I. 17 Between daybreak and sunrise. 

attrib . 182$ Waterton Wand. S. Amer. 1. i. 09 The 
crowing of the hannaquoi will sound in thine ears like the 
daybreak town-clock. 

Bo t Day-breakingr, the breaking of the clay. 

1598 Grenewey Tacitus' Ann . 1. xiv. 11622' 26 At day 
breaking, the legions .. abandoned their standings. 1647 
{title). The Day-breaking if not the Sun-rising of the Gospel 
with the Indians in New England. 

Day-daw. Sc. = next. 

Day-dawn. Chiefly poetic . The dawn of day, 
daybreak. 

1813 Coleridge Remorse iv. ii. 53 His tender smiles, love’s 
day-dawn on his lips. 1857 S. Osborn Qnedah ix. 109 The 
daydawn had already chased the stars away. 1887 Morris 
Odyssey iv. 192 Now doth the Day-dawn speed, And at hand 
is the mother of morning. 

Day-dream. A dream indulged in while 
awake, esp. one of happiness or gratified hope or 
ambition ; a reverie, castle in the air. 

2685 Dryden Lucret. (T.), And when awake, thy soul but 
nods at best, Day dreams and sickly thoughts revolving in 
thy breast 271* Steele Sped. No. 267 ? 3 The gay 
Phantoms that dance before my waking Eyes and compose 
my Day-Dreams. 1815 Scott Guy M. iv, We shall not 
pursue a lover’s day-dream any farther. 2864 C. Knight 
Passages Work. Life I. i. 122 The realities of life had cured 
me of many day-dreams. 

attrib. 1829 I. Taylor Entkus. ix. 232 The object of day- 
dream contemplation. 

So Day-dream v., to indulge in day-dreams ; 
Day-dreamer ; Day-dreaming' vbl. sb. ; Day- 
dreamy a., pertaining to day-dreams. 

1820 W. Irving Sketch-Bk. t The Voyage, One given to 
day-dreaming, and fond of losing himself in reveries. 1873 
Symonds Grk. Poets xi. 376 All day-dreamers and castle- 
builders. 1884 Athenaeum 6 Dec. 738/1 The girl . . who sits 
day-dreaming in a vignette. 

Dayerie, -ry, obs. forms of Dairy. 

Dayesie, dayesegh, obs. forms of Daisy. 
t Day-fever. Obs. A fever of a day’s dura- 
tion or coming on in the day-time ; the sweating- 
sickness, ephemera anglica pestilens of old authors. 

2602 Holland Pliny II. 155 Those who vpon the Suns 
heat haue gotten the headach or a day-feuer. 1610 — 
Camden's Brit. 1. 24 That pestilent day-fever in Britaine, 
which commonly wee call the British or English swet. 

Bay’-flower. A flower that opens by day ; 
spec, in U. S. the genus Commelyna or Spider- 
wort. 

1688 R. Holme Armoury n. 90/2 The Virginian Spider- 
wort. .may be called the Day Flower, for it opens in the 
day, and closes in the night. 2866 Treas. Bot., Day flower , 
an American name for Commelyna. 

Day-fly. An insect of the family Ephemernl 
which in the imago or perfect state lives only a tew 
hours or at most a few days ; an ephemerid. 

1601 Holland Pliny I. 330 A foure footed file . . it liueth 
not aboue one day, whereupon it is called Hemerobson 
ii. a day-fly . <*1722 Ken Preparatives Poet. Wks. 1721 
IV. 36 This Fly. Never lives longer than a single Day; 
’Tis therefore styl’d a Day-Fly. 2860 Gosse Rom. Nat. 
Hist. 15 The triple-tailed larva: of dayflies creep in and out, 

, Day-house: see Dey-housk, 
f Daying, vbl. sb. Obs. [f. Day vc) The 
action of the verb Day, esp, arbitration, settle- 
ment of a dispute by * daysman 
1484 Churckw, Ace. St. Du ns tan's, Canferb., Spent at the 
dayng betwene^ Baker and the paryshe. 2556 T. Heywood 
Spider # F. ..K iv, To hie at a nevve pryce Or brin.-e. .To an 
vneertentie by domvtfuil daying. Ibid. O iij. That wemaie 
name our daisemen to this daiyhg. 2565 Jewel Def. Apol * 
(tfiiil 42 Our Doctrine hath bin approued too long, to be 
put a daying in these dales. 2598 R. Bernard tr. Terence, 
A ndria in. ii, If I doe obtaine her, why should I make any 
more daying for the matter ? 2621 Speed Hist. Gi . Brit. ix. 
viii. § 16 Neither indeed did Philip thus put the matter to 
daying. 
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+ Bayisli, a. Obs. rare. [f. Day sb. + -ISH.] 
Of or pertaining to day ; diurnal. _ 

2398 Trevisa Barth, de P. R. vm. ix. (1 ollem. MS.), 
Dayische signis [di-urna ; 2535 d aye signesj. 

Dayl, obs. form of Dale sbP 
Day labour, day-la bour. Labour done as 
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the day. ^ . 

c 1449 Pecock Repr., His dai labour, c 1653 Milton 
Sonn. Blindness , ‘Doth God exact day labour, light denied i 
I fondly ask. 3659 B. Harris Parival's Iron Age 245 
Such as escaped, fled into Holland, to save their unhappy 
lives by Day-labour. 1749 Berkeley W ord to wise vv ks. 
III. 446 By pure dint of day-labour, frugality, and foresight. 
1793 Smeaton Edystone L. § 101 An expence . . as low, in 
regard to the value of day labour, as could. , be expected. 

Day:-la‘bourer. a labourer who is hired to 
work at a certain rale of wages per day ; one who 
earns his living by day labour. 

2548 Act 2-3 Edw. VI, c. 13 § 7 Other than 1 such as heene 
common day labourers. 2385 Abt, S andys Serm. 11841 104 
Should a king then prefer a mean artificer or a day- 
labourer before himself? 1632 Milton L' Allegro toq His 
shadowy flail hath threshed the corn That ten day-labourers 
could not end. 1699 Poor Alan's Plea 26 In the ^ Southern 
parts of England, where a Day-labourer can gain g s. per 
Week for his Labour. 2735 Smollett Quix. (1803) IV. 43 
It makes me sweat like a day-labourer, a 1833 Robertson 
Led. Cor. xxiii. (1878) 271 A nation may exist without an 
astronomer, or philosopher, but a day-labourer is essential 
to the existence of man. 

So Day'-Xa'bouring///, a., that works for daily 


wages. 

2739 Cibber Apol. (17561 I. 313 The day-labouring actors. 
1810 Sporting Mag. XXX V. 213 Simpson is a day-labouring 
man. 

Dayless (dixies), a. [f. Day sb. -f -less.] 

1 1. Without redress, resource, or result. Obs. 

t? Having lost his day, or the day.] 

C1380 Wyclif Wks. (1880- 92 f>es vanytes wasten pore 
mennus goodis & suffren hem goo dailes whanne Jx:i ban 
nedis to pursue. Ibid. 129 Pore men schullen stonde with 
oute & goo dailes but jif bei geten knockis. ^ 2387 Trevisa 
Higden ■ Rolls) V. 159 His enemy was bigiled and passed 
dayles [in vanum]. 2519 Horman Vulg. 247 b, He came 
ageyne daylesse, or nothynge done [re hifecta rediif}. 

2. Devoid of the light of day ; dark. 

2816 Byron Prisoner of Chilian Sonnet, To fetters and the 
damp vault’s dayless gloom. 1892 L». Lytton King 
Poppy Prol. 356 Gleaming thro’ a dayless world. 

3. Not divided into days. 

2839 Bailey Festus xix. (1848) 218 Deep in all dayless 
time, degreeless space. 

Daylight (d^-loit). 

1. The light of day. (Formerly also day's light l) 
t Bo burn daylight : see Burn v. i i b. 

-21300 Cursor At. 6195 (Cottj Drightin self )>am ledd |>air 
wai . . Wit cluden piler on dai light. Ibid. 17344 par he o 
naman suld ha sight, Ne nankins leme o dais light, c 2386 
Chaucer Can. Yeom. Prol, 4- T. 328 A bak to walke inne by 
day-light. 2484 Caxton Fables of Alfonse (1889) 1 He 
had shame by daye lyst to go in to the hows of his Frend. 
2592 Shaks. Rom. # Jul. u. 11, 20 The brightnesse of her 
cheeke would shame those starres As day-light doth a Lampe. 
2715 Load. Gaz. No. 5283/2 We.. resolved to pursue as long 
as we had Day-light. 2725 Pore Odyss. xvm. 353 The day- 
light fades. 1862 Darwin in Life Lett. (1887} I. 187 His 
Lectures on Botany were, .as clear as daylight 

b. Jig. The full light of knowledge and observa- 
tion ; openness, publicity. 

2690 Locke Hum. Und, iv. xiv, (2695) 374 God has set 
some, things in broad Day- light ; as he has given us some 
certain Knowledge. 1856 Emerson Eng. Traits, Character 
Wks. Bohn) 1 1. 58 They are good at . . any desperate service 
which has daylight and honour in it. 1892 Law Times 
417/1 A healthy condition of such [jury] lists is not to be 
relied upon unless they are kept in plenty of daylight. 

c. To let daylight into : to open up, make a 
hole in ; to stab or shoot a person, slang, 

2793 A. Young Example of France ltd. 3) 172 In the 
language of the streets, day-light is let into him. 2842 
Punch I. J01/2 (Farmer- With the, .intention of letting day- 
light into the wittling department. 2890 Ulustr. Land, 
News Christm. No. 2/1 Some., sharpshooter will ., let 
daylight into one of us, 

2. The time of daylight, the day-time ; spec , the 
time when daylight appears, day-break, as in before 
or at daylight, 

(In early use not clearly separable from r.) 

c 1205 Lay. 27337 pa J?as ferde wes al idiht ha wes hit dai- 
light, a 2230 Owl & Night. 332 From eve fort hit is dui-lijt. 
c 1400 Ywaiue $ Gaw 233 Alsone als it was dayes lyght. 
a 2333 Ld. Berners Hum Ixvt. 228 To departs or it be day 
lyght. 1670 Narborough Jrnl. in Acc. Set'. Late Voy. 1. 
11694) na At Daylight the Wind was at South-West. 2836 
Marryat Midsh. Easy xiv. 51 Mesty was up at. daylight. 
2885 E. Arnold Secret of Death 5 Ofttimes at daylight 
I would go To watch the sunlight flood the skies. 

3. A clear visible space or interval : a. between 
boats, etc, in a race; b. between the rim of a 
wine-glass and the surface of the liquor, which 
must bi filled up when a bumper is drunk ; c, 
between a rider and the saddle, etc. slang. 

2820 Sheeldev fMdipm Tyr. 11. ii. 35 Ail. A toast 1 

toast ! . . Dakry . No heel-taps— darken daylights I 2836 
E. Howard R. Reefer xliv, No heel-taps after, and no day- 
light before, # 2884 Camb. Rev, 10 Dec. 232 After about a 
quarter of a mile, daylight was visible between the two boats. 

4. pi. The eyes, slang. 

2732 Fielding 'Amelia t. x. D.), If the lady says such 
another word to me.. I will darken her daylights. 2822 


Blackw. Mag. X. 586 , 1 saw the storm . . through my half- 
bunged -up daylights. 

5. (See quot. ) 

2889 Century Did., Daylight , a name of the American 
spott- d turbot, Lophopsetta want lata, a fish so thin as to 
be almost transparent Also called window-pane. 

6. attrib. and Comb., as daylight colour, etc.; 
j daylight-gate, the going or close of the day. 

2613 T. Potts Disc. Witches (Chetham Soc.) B ij b, The 
sayd Spirit . . appeared at sundry times unto her . . about 
Daylight-gate. 2704 N ewton Op ticks (J . Their own day- 
light colours. 1753 Hogarth Anal. Beauty xii. 95 A day- 
light piece. 1842 G. S Faber Provine. Lett. (1844' II. 301 
Through darkling suggestions rather than through day-light 
assertions. 2830 Ht. Martineau Hist* Peace II, 705 True 
to broad daylight English life. 

Hence {nonce-uni l) BayTighty a., full of day- 
light, as a picture. 

2880 W. Severn in Afacm. Mag. No. 245.. 379 A truthful 
simple Miilier, or a daylighty Cox. 

Bay-lily, a lily, the flower of which lasts 
only for a day; a genus of liliaceous, plants, 
ITemerocallis, with large yellow or orange flowers. 

2397 G era rde Herbal 1. lxxtii. jed* 1633), .Day dilie. This 
plant bringeth forth in the morning his bud, which atnoone 
is full blowne, or spred abroad, and the same day in the 
evening it shuts itselfe. 2706 J, Gardiner tr. Rap in {1728) 
1. 48 1 Joel.) Thou . . Shalt of day lily the fair name receive, 
z 88a Garden 3 June 391/3 Bouquets are of yellow Day Lily. 
Daylle, obs. north, form of Dole. 

Daylong : d<? 5 ’tyq), a. and adv. [f. Day sb. + 
Long: cf. life-long .] a. adj. Lasting all day. 
b. adv. All through the dav. 

2855 Tennyson The Brook 53 His weary daylong chirping, 
1870 Morris Earthly Par. I. 1. 187 He mounted. .And 
daylong rode on from the north. Ibid. Ill iv. 195 As firm 
as rocks that stand The day-long beating of the sea* 
Daylyi^e, obs. forms of Daily, Dally. 
Day-mar©. [After night-mare .] A condition 
similar to night-mare occurring during wakefulness. 
Also attrib. 

1737 M. Green Spleen 39 The day-mare Spleen, hy whose 
false pleas Men prove mere suicides in ease. 2796 Coi.r.amtiE 
Biog.IJf. (1872) II. 744 , 1 necessarily have day ■■ mated reams 
that something will prevent it, 2872 Sir l*. Watson Print . 
Physic (ed. 51 I. 737 A lady,, subject to these attacks of 
imperfect catalepsy : which have.. been called whimsically, 
but expressively, attacks of day-mare. 2889 Lowell 
Atlantic Monthly LX IV. 147 Help me to tame these, wild 
day-mares That sudden on me unawares. 

tDay matlij, day’s math.* Obs. A day’s 

mowing ; the extent of meadow-land mown by a 
man in one day ; cf. Day-wohk 2 . 

1669 Will of R. Mayor m Lichfield Merc. (1889) srj'Aug. 

8 1 Also© all that parcell of meadow f round*, contayningeone 
acre or dayes math of ground for her natural! life* " And 
after her deceyse, the above three acres or daye 1 * worker of 
arralile land, and one day-math of meadow ground to my 
daughter, Ursula Mayor, 2804 Duncumb Htrtfmhk, f, 
Gloss. -Aj ip.i. Day's math , is. .about a statute acre 5 in, of her 
words, it is that quantity of grass usually mown by one man 
in one day, for the purpose of making hay. xB'64 Sit K 
Palgrave Norm. <§• Eng. IV. 61, 

1 * Bay'ment. Obs. Also daiment. [f. 

+ -siemt.J Arbitration. 

25x9 Horman Vulg. 204 b, Wylt thou lie tryad by the 
lawe : or by day merit 2362 J. Hrywood Prm% 4 BJpigr. 
(1867) 207 Many arbitterments without good daymens 23S0 
Lufton Stvqila 117 To spend® all., that money and put k 
to daymen! at last, 

tDayn, v. Obs. [By-form of Dawn, assimi- 
lated to day.) To dawn. So Tn $ 

daijen-, daien-, dain-, daning , dawning, dawn, 
<•1250 Gen. St Ex. 77 De dakc-mm* earn eft agon, lin'd. 
1E08 Til. de daning.^ Ibid. 1810 De dinning. Ibid, .3264 
Do sprung Ae damning, x$*<< Scot. Field 204 Son« after 
dayned the dale. Hud. 422 Then dayrwd the dare. 

Dayn, -e, obs. forms of Deion, 

Dayn-: see Dain-, 

f Day-net. Obs. A net used by day in daring 
larks or in catching small birds; a da j- net, ' 

1608 Mach in Dumb, Knt. n, 'Madam, 1 would not. have 
you with the., lark ■ Play 'yourself into a day net. ■ xi m 
Burton Anal. .Mel. Pemocr. to' Rdr. As Liuki 

come down to a day net, xQ6t Boyle Style of Si rip?, 27 
Some he catches with ii ht (as Larks with day-nets •. *760 
’Pennant ZmL. ay68v II. .330 These' net* ■ are "known " in 
most parts of' England by tint . name of day-nets or 
Dayn otis, vur. of Dlllnous a. Obs . 
Day*-owl. The diunial or Hawk-owl, which 
seeks its prey in the day-time, 

2840 Maccilmvray Hist. Brit, Birds I'll. 404 Syrma 
Eumret 1, the ’Hawk Day-owl. ' Ibid, 407 Symm Nyctm f 
the. Snowy -Day-owl 

Day-psep. .' .Peep of .day ; "earliest dawn,' 

12330- Palsgr. 804/1- At daye pype, a la pipe dm jour, \ 
x<k>& Wily Beguiled m liiui Dektsley IX. 230 Shell run 
o t o' nights o-dancing, and come no' mora home till day*' 
peep, 2642 Milton Anmwdth;m\%, (1851 » 23* The honest 
Gardener, that ever since the day»y«j.«, , had’ w rou - ht pain* 
'folly, 2:828 Scott F. M, Penh v, Good night, or : rather, 
good morrow, till day-peep, 

tDay-rawe, -rewe. Obs. [f. Day -l mw<\ 
rente. Row.] The first streak of day ; the dawn, 
cizoa 'frm. Coll, Ham. 255 )Xi aste?e so f« .remn# 
deleft from _ dai^ J»e deorke rucht, frays Ree £>AY»iiiJ 
C2325 E, M. Ami . P, B* .893 Etkldim of tlay-rawe vm 
vpon \3ten, az^Mr-gp Alexander '39s. ijwen day* raw 

■rase he rysis be-lyfe. 
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+ Day’-red. Obs. The red of the break of 
day ; the rosy dawn. 

c sooo Ags. Gosp . Luke xxiv. i On anum reste-dae^e 
swyjze aer on dsegered hi& comun to J>sere byrgene. c 2275 
Doomsday 17 in O, E. Misc. 162 (Cotton MS.) pe engles in 
J>e dai-red {Jesus MS. daye-rewe] bleweS heore benie. 
Dayri, -rie, -r j, obs. forms of Dairy. 
t Day-rim. Oh. In 1 -rima, 2-3 -rime. [f. 
Day + Rim.] The * rim 7 or border of the (coming) 
day; the dawn. 

c 1000 in Thorpe’s Horn. I. 442 (Bosw.) Hwaet is Seos Se 
astih)> swilce arisende daegrima ? c 1050 Voc. in Wr.-Wtilcker 
175 Aurora, dsegrima. <ri2oo Trin. Coll. Horn. 167 Hwat 
is j?is J?e astih3<5 alse dai rieme ? a 1250 Owl Night. 328 
Wone ich i-so arise verre Other dai-rim other dai-sterre. 

Day-rule. Formerly, * A rule or order of 
court, permitting a prisoner in custody in the 
King’s Bench prison, etc. to go without the bounds 
of his prison for one day' (Tomlins Law Diet.) ; 
also called day-writ. 

c 1750 W. Stroud Mem. 37, I effected an Escape from the 
Tipstaff's Man, who had me out by a Day-rule. 2802 
Sporting Mag. XVII. 139 An officer confined in the King’s 
Bench for debt, and a gentleman in the same situation in 
Newgate, having each obtained a day-rule, met, and 
quarrelled. 1808 Svd. Smith Wks. (1859) 1 . 127/ x Absenting 
themselves from their benefices by a kind of day-rule, like 
prisoners in the King's Bench. 1813 Lamb Prol. to Cole- 
ridge's Remorse , Could Quin come stalking from Elysian 
glades, Or Garrick get a day-rule from the shades. 
Day-schodar. A pupil who attends a board- 
ing-school for daily instruction without boarding 
there ; a day-boy (see Day sb. 24). 

*833 Ht. Martineau Berkeley the Banker 1. i. 5 The 
four elder ones, therefore, between four and nine years old, 
became day-scholars only. 1851 Mathew Loud. Labour 
(ed. 2) I. 284 (Hoppe) He resumed his studies as a day- 
scholar at the Charterhouse. 

Day-SChool. a. An elementary week-day 
school, as distinguished from a Sunday school', or 
one carried on in the day-time, as distinguished 
from an evening or night school, b. A school at 
which there is no provision for boarding pupils, as 
distinguished from a boarding school. 

a 1785 in Walpole Letters to Horace Mann (F. Hall). 
18x6 J. Haigh ( title , A practical Treatise on Day Schools ; 
exhibiting their detects, and suggesting Hints for their Im- 
provement. 1838 in Penny Cycl. XXI. 41 Headings : 
Number of Children of Working Classes attending. .Dame 
Schools and common Day Schools. .Number Uneducated in 
Week-day Schools. Ibid. 42 Number Attending Day or 
evening schools only . . Both day or evening and Sunday 
schools. 1841 Ibid. XXL 42/1 They found many thousands 
who went to neither day nor Sunday schools. 1840 Dick kns 
Old C. Shop viii, She maintained a very small day-school for 
young ladies of proportionate dimensions, 1889 R. Kipling 
Willie Wznkie 39 It. was decided that he should be sent to 
a day-school. Mod. {title) The Girls' Public Day-school 
Company. 

Days©, obs form of Daze. 

Day-sight. A visual defect in which the eyes 
see clearly only in the daylight. 

1834 Good Study Med. (ed. 4' III, 147 Day-sight is said to 
be endemic in some parts of France. 1851-bo in Mayne 
Expos. Lex. 

Daysman (d^-znrien). [f. Day sb. + Man. 
For sense 1, cf. Day vf 2, and Daymext.] 

1. An umpire or arbitrator; a mediator, arch. 

1489 Plumpton Corr. 82 Sir, the dayesmen cannot agre 

us, 1535 Coverdale Job ix. 33 Nether is there eny dayes 
man to reproue both the partes, or to lay e his honde be- 
twixte us. 1573 New Custom i. u. in Had. Dodsley III. 14 If 
neighbours were at variance, they ran not straight to law : 
Daysmen took up the matter, and cost them not a straw. 
1621 Burton A nat. Mel. Democr. to Rdr. (1657) 50 They had 
some common arbitrators, or dayesmen, in every towne, that 
made a friendly composition between man and man. 2682 
W. Robertson Phraseol. Gen. (1639) 427 A days man or um- 
pire, arbiter. 1746-7 Hervky Medit. (1818) 15 Death, 
like some able daysman, has laid his hand on the contending 
parties. 1844 Macaulay Barire Misc. Wks. i860 II. 128 
Spurning out of their way the daysman who strives to take 
his stand between them. 

2. A worker by the day ; a day-labourer. 

<*1639 Ward Semi. (1862) 105 (D.) He is a good days- 
man, or journeyman, or tasker. 1706 Phillips (ed. Kersey), 
Days-man, a Labourer that works by the Day, as a Thresher, 
Hedger, etc. 1750 Ellis Country H ousew. 16 (E. D. S.) 
A day's-man, as we call them m Hertfordshire. 1868 
Bushnell Serm. Living Subjects in We ..pile up what 
we think good acts on one another, as some day's man 
might the cents of his wages. 

1 3. Oh. nonce-uses, (See quots.) 

2598^ Bacon Sacred Medit. (Arb.) 109 For we ought to 
be daies-men, and not to-morrowes men, considering the 
shortnesse of our time, 1658 Rowland Moufet's Theat. Ins. 
951 We are in Pindars account but mmfiepoi, Daiesmen, i. e. 
of a daies continuance. 

Hence t BaysmansMp, the office of a days- 
man; reconciliation, 

1649 Lightfoot Battle w. Wasp’s Nest Wks. 1825 I. 407 
If you be so good a reconciler, I pray begin at home : the 
Evangelists need none of your day’smanship. 
Day-spring. Daybreak, early dawn. Now 
chiefly poet, or fig. 

c 1300 K.A Us. 4290 Day spryng is jolyf tide, 13 82 Wyclif 
Job xxxviii. 12 Whether . , thou . . hast shewid ' to the dai. 
spring his place.,'. .1526-34 Tindalk Luke i. 78 The daye 
springe from an. hye hath visited vs. .1555 Eden Decades 
264 The day sprynge or dawnynge of the daye gyueth 
; ' a certeyne Iyght before' the rysinge of the soonne. *671 


Milton Samson ix The breath of Heav'n fresh-blowing, 
pure and sweet, With day-spring born. 1791 Cowper Iliad 
1. 588 The day-spring’s daughter rosy palm’d, 1837 Hr. 
Martineau Soc. Amer. II. 181 The driver declared that he 
must wait for the day-spring, before he could proceed 
another step. 1875 Scrivener Led. Text N. Test. 4 The 
thousand years and more which separated the Council of 
Nice from the dayspring of the Reformation. 

Day-Star. Also 3 -stern, 5 -stem©, -starne. 

1 . The morning star. ^ 

cxooo jElfric Gen. xxxii. 26 Nu gse<$ daeg steorra up. 
c xooo Sax. Leechd. III. 270 Seo sunne & se mona & aefen 
steorra & dm3 steorra. <2x250 [see Day-rim]. <2x300 
E. E. Psalter cix. 3 Bifore dai-stern gat I be. 14. . Lydg. 
Temple ofGlas 1355 Fairest of sterres,.o Venus. .O nvjnjti 
goddes, daister after nyjt. 1483 Cath. Angl. 89 A Day- 
sterne, lutifer vel phosphoros. 1576 Fleming Panopl. 
Epist . 39 Early in the morning, so soone as the day starre 
appeared. 1845 R. W. Hamilton Pop. Educ. vii. (ed. 2) 
157 Such men are as day-stars, breaking the night and 
hastening the dawn. 

2 . The sun, as the orb of day. poet. 

1598 Sylvester Du Bartas n. ii. Babylon $77 m His Heav’n- 
tuned harp, which shall resound While the bright day-star 
rides his glorious Round. 1637 Milton Lycidas 268 So 
sinks the day-star in the ocean bed, And yet anon repairs 
his drooping head, And tricks his beams. 1789 Wgrdsw. 
Evening Walk 190 Sunk to a curve, the day-star lessens 
still, Gives one bright glance, and drops behind the hill. 

3. /.S'* 

1382 Wyclif 2 Pet. i. 19 Til the day bigynne for to 3me 
Ikjt, and the day sterre springe in ^oure herds. C1460 
Towne ley Myst. 118 Haylle lytylle tyne mop [the infant 
Jesus] Of oure crede thou art crop : I wold drynk on thy 
cop, Lytylle day starne. 1500-20 Dunbar Ballat of our 
Lady 2 6 Haile, bricht, be sicht, in hevyn on hicht t Haile, 
day sterne oriental e 1 1738 Wesley Hymns , ‘ We lift our 
Hearts’ i, We lift our Hearts to Thee, O Day-Star from on 
High 1 1876 Bancroft Hist. U. S. III. xiii. 466 The day- 
star of the American Union. 

t Bay “SHU. Obs. The sun. rhetorical and Jig. 
1571 Golding Calvin on Ps. xlix. 15 The chosen . . shall 
behold Christ the daysun. 2587 — De Mornay ix. 115 
God . . commaunded the daysunne to be, and it was don. 
2577 b'est, X2 Patriarchs (1604 ) 76 The day-sun of righteous- 
ness. 

Day^S-WOrk (dc l# z,wt?ik). (Also written as 
two words.) The work of a day, work done on or 
proper to a day. Also * Daywork 2 (oh.). 

2594 Shaks. Rich. Ilf 11. i. x Now haue I done a good daies 
work. 2610 W. Folkingham A rt of Survey n. vii. 59 Foure 
square Pearches make a _ Daies worke, xo Daie-workes 
a Roode. 1640 G. H, Witt’s Recreations Hij a, Your 
dayes work’s done, each morning as you rise, c 2836 Gen. 
P. Thompson Exerc. (18421 IV. 395 Paying him for more 
day’s- works, c 1850 JRudim. Navig. (Weale) 10 The log- 
board, the contents of which are termed ‘trie log',— the 
working it off, ‘ the day's work '. 

Bay-tale, daytal* datal (d^*t£U, d^-tel, 
d?i'tT). [f. Day + Tale reckoning, etc. In sense 1 
parallel to nighter-tale in Chaucer, etc., where the 
sense * reckoning 7 appears to pass into that of 4 the 
time counted or reckoned ’ (lo night or to day). 
There appears to be no direct connexion between 
this and sense 2.] 

1 1 - Day-time. A daye tale : by day. Oh. 

2530 Palscr. 690/2 A daye tale he scoulketh in comers 
and a nyghtes he gothe a thevyng. 

2 . The reckoning (of work, wages, etc.) by the 
day. Chiefly attnb., reckoned, paid, or engaged 
by the day, as in day- tale hand , labour , wages , 
work, etc.; day -tale man , a day-labourer; day- 
tale pace , ‘a slow pace 7 (Ilalliw.). 

2560 Summ. Certain Reasons in Harl. Misc . (Malh.) II. 
478 Men that tooke dayetall wages. 1641 Best Farm. Bks. 
(Surtees) 45 It shall bee accounted but for halfe a day with 
those that worke with yow by daytaile. 1762 Sterne TV. 
Shandy (1770) III. 143 (D.) Holla! you chairman, here’s 
sixpence; do step into that bookseller’s shop, and call me 
a day-tall critick. 1770 Holmesfield Crt. Rolls in Sheffield 
Gloss. Addenda, Being day tall- man to Mathias Webster. 
2788 W. Marshall Yorksh. Gloss. (E. D. S ), Daitle (that) 
(that is, day-ta/e\ adf. by the day ; as, * dairie-mnn a day- 
labourer ; ‘ daitle- work work done by the day. 2855 
Robinson Whitby Gloss., Daytal, tale or reckoning by the 
day. x888 W, Somerset Word-bk., Day-tale fellow. Day- 
tale man , a labourer hired by the day. Hence a term of 
reproach, meaning a lazy, slack workman whose only care 
is to have his wages, and to do as little as he can to earn 
them. 1892 Labour Commission Gloss., Datal hands, 
hands employed in cotton-mills at a fixed rate per week of 
56§ hours. 

Day-taler, dataller local, [f. 

prec. + -er L] A day-labourer, a workman en- 
gaged and paid by the day. 

1875 Lane. Gloss,, Dataller iS. Lane.), Dayial-labourer 
(Furness), a day labourer. x88x M catch . Guardian. 29 Jan. 
7/7 Hurst, dataller at Wharton Hall Collieries. 2886 
Engineer 13 Aug. 138/r The wages were paid to datallers 
for packing and putting the roads in repair. 

Day-time. The time of daylight, 

■ Coverdale Ps. xxi[i]. 2, I crie in the daye tyme . , 
j and m the night season. <2x626 Bacon Ess. Fame (Arb.) 
'579 In 'the day time she sittith in a Watch Tower, ana 
flyeth, most, by night. 1782 ■■ Prtestley ; . Corrupt . Chr, I L 
Vi. x8 Lights in the day-time were "usual. X856 ..K anr A ret. 
Expl. II. ix. 95 Implying that I never sleep o’ daytimes. 

Day- woman, dairy- woman ; see Du-, 
Daywork, day-work. [Cf. also Darg.] 
f 1 . The work of a day ; —Day’s work. Oh. or 
north, dial. 

a xooo ' Coedmon’s . Exod. 15.x . (Gr.) . paet he .■ fmt dsegweorc ' 


dreore ^ebohte. CX425 Wyntoun Cron. viii. xvi. 224 Na 
man . . evyr herd, or saw befor . . A Day werk to j?at Day werk 
lyk. 1535 Coverdale i Chron. xvii. [xvi.] 37 Euerydaye 
his daye worke. 1832 Specimens Yorkshire Dialect , Monny 
a daywark we ha* wrought togither. 
f 2. The amount of land that could be worked 
(ploughed, mown, etc.) in a day. Oh. 

[c 2270 Merton Coll. Rec. No. 1257 (Essex) Sex Day- 
wercatas terrae meae.] 2318-29 MS. (Sotheby’s Sale 
Catal. 7 Apr. (1892) 22), Grant from Richard de Twysdenne 
. .of a Garden of 13 Dayworks of Land in Gudhurst. 2492 
Will of Reede (Somerset Ho.), xj day werkes of land. 2534 
Inv. Sir L. Bagot in Lichfield Merc. (x88o) 23 Aug. 8/r, 
xxviij day-warke of pea . . xij daye-warke of barley . . xxiiij 
daye-warke of whet. 2641 Best Farm Bks. (Surtees) 38 The 
South Wandell close, with its bottomes, is 8 dayworkes, or 
will serve one mower 8 dayes. 

8 . Work done by the day and paid by daily 
wages ; day labour. 

1580 North Plutarch (2676) 950 With Masons^ thaFhad 
their day-work. 1702 Lond. Gaz. No. 3786/4 Committed 
by one who does Day-work in Deptford and Woolwich 
Yards. 1751 Labelye Westm. Br. 79 All the workmanship 
. .being suffered to be done by Day-Work, 2851 Ord. <$* 
Regul. R. Engineers § 16. 64 To state the weekly delivery 
of Materials and performance of Day-work, 
f Day ‘-writ. Obs. = Day-rule. 

2809 Tomlins Law Did. s.v., It is against law to grant 
liberty to prisoners in execution by other writs than day 
writs sor rules). 

Daze (d^z), v. Forms : 4-6 dase, (5 days©, 
6-9 daise), 6 - daze. [ME. dase-n, a. ON. *dasa, 
found in led. in the refl. dasa-sk to become weary 
and exhausted, e.g. from cold, Sw. dasa intr. to lie 
idle ; cf. Icel. dad a lazy fellow. Sense 3 was pos- 
sibly the earliest in Eng. N o cognate words appear 
in the other Teutonic langs.] 

I. trans. 1. To prostrate the mental faculties of 
(a person), as by a blow on the head, a violent 
shock, weariness, intoxicating drink, etc. ; to be- 
numb or confuse the senses; to stun, stupefy, 

<72325 [see Dazed i], a 1400-50 Alexander 3997 He was 
dased of dint & half dede him semyd. c 1400 Destr. 
Troy 7654 The deire of his dynt dasit hym but litle. a 1563 
Bale Set. U ks. (Parker Soc.) 443 I’hese things daseth their 
wits, and amazeth their minds. 1500 Spenser F. Q. m. vii, 

7 But shewd by outward signes that dread her sence did 
daze. 1669 Dryden Tyrannic Love iv, ii, Poor human 
kind, all dazed in open day, Err after bliss, and blindly 
miss their way. 1825 Jamieson s.v., He daises himself 
with drink. 1848 Mrs. Gaskell M. Barton xxiii, Jane 
Wilton was (to use her own word, so expressive to a Lanca- 
shire ear) ‘dazed’. 1877 Mrs. Olifhant Makers FTor. i. 
26 A man dazed and bewildered by such a calamity, 

2. esp. To confound or bewilder (the vision) 
with excess of light or brilliance; to dazzle, lit, 
and Jig. 

a 1529 Skelton Fh. Sparotve 2x03 She made, me sore 
amased Vpon her when I gased. .My eyne were so dased. 
2570 B. Googe Pop. Kingd. 1. (1880) ix They are but 
trumprye and deceytes, to daze the foolish, eies. ' 163.x Hey- 
wood Fair Maid of West 11. 1. Wks, 1874 II. 352 To daze 
all eyes that shall behold her state. 2847 Tennyson Print. 
v. xi The sudden light Dazed me half-blind, 2864 Skeat 
TJ bland! s Poems 152 Shall earthly splendour that strong 
eyesight daze? 

3. To benumb with cold; to blight or destroy 
with cold, north. E?ig, and Sc. 

2340 Ham pole Pr, Consc. 6647. For-j-n hat ]?ai Brynned 
ay here in ; j»e calde of malice, And ay was dased in charite. 
2523 Douglas Aineis vti. Prol. 88 The cailour air « . Dasing 
the blude in emery creature, 1696 Money masters all Things 
lxx. 52 1 ’hey [birds] stay not too long off, lest th’ Eggs be 
daz’d. 1876 Mid- Yorkshire Gloss., Dia&e, to blight, or 
cause to pine from cold, as when vegetables are frost-nipped, 
or chickens die in the shell for want of warmth. 1891 
Atkinson Moorland 336 He assumed that it [a water rad] 
was dazed with cold. 

II. intr. f 4. To be or become stupefied or 
bewildered ; to be benumbed with cold ; to remain 
inactive or torpid. Oh. 

<72325 E. E. A Hit. P. C. 383 per he [the. king of Nineveh]' 
dased in pat duste, with droppande teres, c 2460 Towtteley 
Myst. 28, I dase and I dedir For ferd of that taylle. 14. . 
Kyng ^ Hermit 418 in Hazl, E, P. P. I* 29 Hopys thou, 

: 1 wold ffr.a mase Stond in the my re there, and 'dase Nye 
hand halve a dey ? 2483 Cath. Angl, .90 To Days© (A. 
Dase), vbi to be. callde. ■ 2529 More. Sapp lie, Soulys Wks. 
331/2 Whan" his head first '.began'" to dase,. of that eviU 
drynke. ' ", 

1 5. Of the eyes or vision; To be or become 
dazzled.;' Oh. 

c 2386' [see DaswenJ.. ■ 2529 More Dyaloge iv. Wks. 252/1 
Which' law if.it were. laiea..' : . in 'their light, .wold, make .ai 
theyr eyen dase,; "2635 Quarles Embl. in. i. (1718) 125 
Whose morethan Eagle-eyes Can. .gaze On glitt’rmg 'beams 
of honour, and not daze,. ■. 

•. f b. To gaze stupidly, or with .bewildered vision 
{after, upon). Oh. 

2523. ''Skelton Garl, Laurel 641, I saw dyvers..Dasyng 
, after dottrellis. ■ 2535 Coverdale Beat, xxviii. 32 Thine 
eyes shal dase vpon 'them all the daye longe. : 

G. Of bread or meat ; To become Dazed (sense 
■ 3 ). . Now local, • . 

. '".2769' Mrs. Raffatd Eng. Hamekpr. (2778) 54 Observe ' 
always to have a brisk dear fire, it will prevent your meat 
" from dazing. 

7. ‘ To wither ; to become rotten or spoiled, 
from, keeping, dampness, 610 /.' (Jamieson).' Sc. andl 
north, Eng, 
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Daze (d^z), sb. [f. Daze w.j 

1. A dazed condition : a. of the mental facili- 
ties; b. A benumbed, deadened condition ; loss of 
virtue or freshness {north,, dial.'). 

2825 Jamieson, To get a douse, to receive such injury as to 
become rotten or spoiled, applied to clothes, wood, etc. 
1855 Mbs. Gaskell North <$'• S. xix, I’m all in abound- 
ing daze to day, 1870 Dickens E. Brood ii, A little time 
and a little water brought him out of his daze. . 

2. Min. An old name for mica (from its glitter'). 

2671 Phil Trans. VI. 2103 Daze is a kind of glittering 

stone, .some softer, some harder, of different colours. 2725 
Thoresby Leeds 467 A brown daze, full of the small sparks 
of the Mica. 1753 Chambers Cycl. Sup/., Tim word Daze 
takes in, with them [miners] every stone that is hard and 
glittering. 1788 Crons tedt's Min. 106 Glimmer, Daze, or 
Glist. 

Dazed (d<?*zd), ppl. a. [f. Daze v. + -ed. Cf. 
ON. dasaff exhausted.] 

1. Benumbed in the mental faculties; stupefied, 
bewildered. 

£•1325 E. E. Allit. P. A. 1084, I stod as stylle as dased 
quayle. ^2425 Wyntoun Cron. vi. iv, 56 He wes ban In 
hys Deyd bot a dasyd man. c 1440 Promp. Parv. 114 
Dasyd, or be-dasyd, vertiginosus. 1501 Douglas Pal. Hon. 

I. xxvi, My daisit heid fordullit disselie. 1587 Turberv. 
Trag. 2 \ etc. (1837) 317 It wil delight my dazed sprites. 
1789 Burns 2nd Ep . to Davie iv, Whyles daez’t wi J love, 
whyles daez’t wi’ drink. 1866 G. Macdonald Ann. Q. 
Neighb. xxii. (1878) 408 She looked dazed, perhaps from the 
effects of her fall. 

b. Dazzled with excess of light. 

1581 Marbeck Bk. of Notes 153 If for a while you fixe 
your sight thereon, dimuesse & darknesse doe follow your 
dazed eies. 1590 Spenser F. Q. i. viii. 2t As where th’ 
Almighties lightning brond does light, It dimmes the dazed 
eyen. 1870 Morris Earthly Par. I. n. 512 His troubled 
eyes and dazed He lifted from the glory of that gold. 

2. Benumbed or deadened with cold, north. 

1513 Douglas AEneis v. vii. 58 The dasyt bluid . . Walxis 
d'alf and dull throw myne unweildy age. 1674 Ray N. C. 
Words 14 Tze dazed, I am very cold. 1811 Will an W. 
Riding Gloss., Dazed, .benumbed with frost. 1873 Swale- 
dale Gloss . , Dazzed, chilled. 

8 . Spoiled in baking or roasting, by using a too 
strong or too slow heat, north, dial. 

1674 Ray N. C. Words, Dazed Bread ", dough-baked. 
Dazed Meat, ill roasted by reason of the badness of the 
fire. 1855 Robinson Whitby Gloss., A deazed loaf, the 
dough or paste ill baked, or when the leaven or yeast has 
failed in its work. 18 Mid-Yorkshire Gloss., Dtazed 
bread is overbaked outwardly, and not enough baked 
within. 

4. Applied to anything that has lost its freshness 
and strength, as to wood when it loses its proper 
colour and texture. Sc. and north. Eng. 

1823 Jamieson, Daised wud, rotten wood. 2892 Specifica- 
tion (Durham), No dazed wood to be used. 

Dazedly (d^'zedli), adv. [-LY 2 ,] In a dazed j 
way or manner; + inertly, torpidly (as from cold). 

23. . [see Dazedness], 2886 Miss Broughton Dr. Cupid 
III. iv. 90 An idea dazedly flashes across her brain. 1888 | 
Chatnb. Jrnl. July 462 They looked dazedly at the judge. 
Da’zedness. [-NESS.] Dazed condition ; fthe 
state of being numbed or deadened with cold. 

1340 Hampole Pr. Consc. 4906 Thurgh fire Jmt sal swa 
brinnand be, Agayn f>e dasednes [MS. Lansd, coldnes] of 
charite. 13. . MS. Tib. E. vii. fol. 24 Dasednes of hert als 
clerkes graves E$ when a man god dasedly loves, And 
slawly his luf in god settes. 1817 Blackw. Mag . I, 577 
What Dan [Chaucer] calls the dasedness of study. 

Dazed, -ell, -ile, obs. forms of Dazzle. 
Basement (d£ ! *zmenth rare. [mod. f. Daze 
v. + -ment.] The state of being dazed . 

2835 Robinson Whitby Gloss., Deeazement, a sensation of 
cold all over the body from checked perspiration. 1873 L 
Wallace Fair God vii. iv. 437 The king relapsed into his 
dazement. 

Bazie, dazied, obs. forms of Daisy, -ied. 
t Da’zmess. Obs. rare - \ [See Dazy a. and 
-neks.] Dazedness, dizziness, 

2354 Knox Godly Let . D iij, Oftentymes theyr posteritie 
are stryken with blindenes and dasynes of mynde. 

Dazing (d^-zig), vbl. sb. [-ING 1.] The action 
of the verb Daze ; benumbing, stupefaction, as a 
condition or influence. 

a *535 More De quat, Noviss. Wks. toi When the dasyng 
of death, shall kepe al swete slepe oute of their waterye eyes. 
2535 Coveroale Deui. xxviiL 65 The Lorde shal geue the 
there a fearfuli hert and dasynge of eyes. 2377 B. Googe 
Heresbach's Hush. iv. (2586) 292 It helpeth against the 
dosing, or giddinesse of the heade. 1877 liolderuess Gloss., 
Deeazins, a severe cold, especially in the head, 

+ b. A disease of sheep ; « Dazy sb. Obs . 

2799 Ess. Highl. Sac. II f . 404 (Jam.) Datsing or Vanquish. 
This disease, .is. .most severe upon young sheep, 

( Da*z ing,ppl*a, [-ING 2 .] That dazes; fthat 
is dazed. ■■ ■ ' . . 

c*3*S E* E. AUiL P. B. 1538 Such a dasande drede dusched 
to his herb 1331 Frith Judgment upon Tracy Pref. (1829) 
245 Whether of a godly zeal, or of a dasing brain, let other 
men judge. 

Dazle, obs. form of Dazzle. 

Dazy (de u zi), a. rare. [f. Daze v. or sb. + -y.] 
a. In a dazed condition, b. Chill, chilling, be- 
numbing with cold (dial.). 

1823 Jamieson s. v., A daisie day , a cold raw day, without ■ 
sunshine. 2880 Blackmoue Erema vi. 30 With.. a head 
still weak and dazy. 


f Da*sy, sb. Obs. rare ~ K [f. Da ze v. or from 
prec. adj.] The *gid’ or * sturdy’, a disease of 
sheep and young cattle. 

1377 B. Googe Heresbach's Hush. (2586) 134 If your 
Bullocke turne round, and have the Dasye, you shal. .tee le 
upon his forehead; and you shall feele it with your 
thumbe. 

Dazzle (darz’l), v. Forms; 5-7 dasel(l, 6 
dasill, -yll, dazile, dassel(l, 6-7 dazel(l, dasle, 
6-8 dazle, (7 daisie), 6 - dazzle. [In ifi-ifith c. 
dasel, dasle, freq. and dim. of dase, Daze v. (esp. in 
sense 2 ).] 

tl. intr. Of the eyes ; To lose the faculty of dis- 
tinct and steady vision, esp. from gazing at too bright 
light, {lit. and Jig.) Obs. 

2481 Caxton Reynard (Rvb.) Parauenture his eyen 
daselj’d as he loked from aboue doun. 2530 Palsgr. 5°7/*» 
I dasyll, as ones eyes do for lokyng agaynst the sonne or 
for eyeng any thyng to moche, etc. 2581 G. Pettie Jr. 
Guaszo’s Civ. Conv. in. (2586) 156 b, Her eyes dazell with 
the least beame thereof [the Sunne]. 1388 Shaks. Tit. A. 
ni. ii. 85. 2622 Fletcher Pilgrim v. vi, Ped. Ha? doe I 
dazell? Rod. Tis the faire Alinda. 1672 Marvell Reh. 
Transp. 1. 64 His Eyes dazied at the Precipice of his 
Stature. 

1 2. To be or become mentally confused or stupe- 
fied ; to become dizzy. Obs. 

2371 Golding Calvin on Ps. xxxiii. 5 How shamefully the 
most part of the world dazeleth at Gods righteousnesse. 

2621 Burton Anal. Mel. 1. ii. m IL (1651) 95 Many., 
tremble at such sights, dazel, and are sick, if they look but 
down from an high place. 

3. trans. To overpower, confuse, or dim (the 
vision), esp. with excess of brightness. (Also Jig.) 

2336 Starkey Let. to Cromwell in England (1878) p. xliii, 
Wyth a clere ye [=eye] not dasyllyd wyth the glyteryng of 
such thyngys as are present. 1563 Mirr. Mag., Jane Shore 
xiii, Doth not the sonne dasill the clearest eyes ? 2626 Bacon 
Sylva § 276 If you come.. out of the Dark into a Glaring 
Light, the eye is dazeled for a time. . a 1640 J. Ball Ansxv. 
to Can i. (1642) 88 You doe only raise a dust to daisie the 
eye. 1761 Hume Hist. Eng. II. xxviii. 235 He tried to 
dazzle the eyes of the populace by the splendour of his 
equipage. 1857 Mrs. Carlyle Lett. II. 334 The gas-light, 
which dazzles my eyes. 

absol 2732 Johnson Rambler No. 207 f 12 Light after 
a time ceases to dazzle. 

4. Jig. To overpower or confound (the mental 
faculties), esp. with brilliant or showy qualities ; 

* to strike or surprise with splendour J (J.). 

2362 T. Norton Calvin's Inst. r. xiv. 43 The excellence of 
the nature of Angels hath so dasclled the rnindes of many. 

2622 E. Elton Conipl. Sanct . Sinner (ed, 2) 04 Their vnruly 
passions . . dazeling and dimming their iudgements. 1643 
J. M. Soveraignt r Salve Pref., Rhetorick may dazle simple 
men. 2712 Addison S/ect. No. 112 P8 The ordinary People; 
who are so used to be dazzled with Riches. 1880 L. Stephen 
Pafe iv. 97 Pope seems to have been dazzled by the amazing 
vivacity of the man. 

b. absol. 

2649 Milton Eikm. xii. (1851) 434 If the whole Irishry of 
Rebels had feed some advocate to speak, .sophisticaily in 
their defence, he could have hardly dazl’d better. 1764 
Goldsm. Trav. 336 Thine are those charms that dazzle and 
endear. 1879 M. Arnold Fr. Critic on Milton Mixed Ess. 
238 A style to dazzle, to gain admirers everywhere. 

5. To outshine, dim, or eclipse with a brighter 
light* Const, f down , out. rare . 

1643 Burroughes Exp. Hosea v. (1652) 243 They can see 
..into the beauty of his wayes, so that it dazeleth all the 
glory of the world in their eies. 2647 Ward Simp. Colder 
60 It hath not ray's enough left, to dazle downe the height 
of my affections. 2838 Hawthorne Fr. It. Jmls. (1872) 
I. 47 This church was dazzled out of sight by the Cathedral. 

Dazzle (dse'z’l), sb. [f. prec.] 
i* 1. Dazzled state or condition. Obs. 

1627-77 Fkltham Resolves 1. xxvii. 47 We meet with 
nothing but the puzzle of the soul, and the dazle of the 
minds dim eyes. 

2. An act of dazzling ; a brightness or glitter that 
dazzles the vision. 

2651 N. Bacon Disc. Govt. 11. xl, (1739) 277 This was but 
a dazzle, an Eclipse ensues. 2752 Paltock P. Wilkins 
(1884) I. xiv. 144, I could see the lake very well by the 
dazzle of the water. 1821 Lockhart Valerius I. iv, 46 
Fatigued with the uniform flash and dazzle of the Medi- 
terranean waves. 1890 Spectator 13 Sept., One is taking 
precautions to avoid a draught or a dazzle. 

~b-fl.tr. 

2654 Whitlock Zootomia 338 Through whose red and 
white, .the Glory of the Maker shineth with more Dazle 
than through any part of the Creation. 1846 Rusk in Mod. 
Paint. I, 1. j, i. §5 Amidst the tumult and the dazzle of 
their busy life. 

Dazzled (dorz’ld), ppl. a. [f. Dazzle v.] 

1. Overpowered or confounded by too strong light 
or splendour. 

2581 J. Bell Had don's A nsro. Osar. 409 So forcible is the 
dazeled blindenes of selfe Love, a 2628 F. Grhvhae Sidney 
(1652) 89 [He] cleareth the daseled eyes of that army. 
a 2628 — Poems, Hum. Learning xvi, Those dazied 
notions. .Which our fraile understanding doth retaine. 2812 
Wordsw. Sonn. 1 Here pause, etc'.. An accursed thing it is 
to gaze On prosperous tyrants with a dazzled eye. 1856 R. 
A. Vaughan Mystics (i860) II. ix, ii. 131 'Phis indistinct 
and dazzled apprehension. 

2. Outshone or dimmed by a stronger light. 

. 2376 Fleming Pattopl. Epist. 292 As the bright beames of 
the Sunne passe the dimme and dazeled light of the Moone, 
1833 Tennyson Fatima iv, My spirit.. Faints like a dazzled 
morning moon. 


DE. 

Bazzlement (dge-z’Iment). [-ment.] 

1. The act of dazzling ; a cause of dazzling. 

1633 J. Done Hist. Septuagint 55 (T.) It beat back the 
sight with a dazlement. 1837 Carlyle Fr. Rev. 1. 11. vi, 
Confused darkness, broken by bewildering dazzlements. 
2882 Stevenson Virg. Puerisque 289 Many holes, drilled in 
the conical turret-roof of this vagabond Pharos, let up spouts 
of dazzlement into the bearer's eyes. 

2. The fact or condition of being dazzled. 

2840 Carlyle Heroes v, (1858) 324 The blinkard dazzle- 
ment and staggerings to and fro 01 a man sent on an errand 
he is too weak for. 

t Ba'zzleness. Obs. rare- 1 , [app. for daz- 
zledness.] Dazzled condition. 

2581 J. Bell Haddons Answ . Osor. 315 Overwhelmed 
with a perpetuall dazelines of sight. 

Dazzler (dse-zlai), [-kr.] 

1. One who dazzles: said e.g. of a 'showy* 
woman. Chiefly slang or colloq. 

a 2800 Cowpkr tr. A ndrcinVs Adam v. ix. Wks. 1837 X. 
383 Thou Lord immutable. . Thou dazzler and obscurer of the 
sun ! 2838 Dickens Nick. Nick . xxx vi, M r. Luni bey shook his 
head with great solemnity, as though to imply that he sup. 
posed she must have been rather a dazzler. 1889 Columbus 
{Qkio\ Dispatch 27 Sept., [He] appears to be one of these 
dazzlers. He succeeded in dazzling two of the jury. 

2. A dazzling blow, slang. 

1883 Reade Many a Slip in Harped s Mag. Dec. 132/1 
The carter, .received a dazzler with the left, followed by 
a heavy right-hander. 

Ba'zzlingV ^tl. sb. [~jng h] The action of the 
verb Dazzle; the condition of being dazzled. 

2579 Langham Gard. Health *1633) 672 To take away al! 
giddinesse and clasling of the head. 1581 Pettie Guazzds 
Civ. Const. 11. 11586) 95 If your eies bee able to behulde it 
without dazeling. 

Dazzling idarzliq), ppl. a. [-ing -.] 
j* 1. That is, or becomes, dazzled or dazed. 
(See Dazzle v. i, 2 .) Obs. 

2372 Golding Calvin on Ps. Ixviii, 4 His hoaree throt and 
dazeling eyes, a 1592 Greene A Ip/umsus <1861 227 Do my 
dazzling eyes Deceive me? 2641 Milton Reform. 11. (1S51 1 
67 Unlesse God have smitten us.. with a dazling giddinesse 
at noon day. 2634 H, I/Estrangk Chas. / -1655 3 This 
unexpected proposall put his CathoHque majesty into such 
a dazling demur. 

2. That dazzles the eyes (esp. with brightness) ; 
bright to a degree that dazzles. 

2382 J. Bell //addon's Answ. Osor. 216 b, Drivyng away 
the dazelyng darkened of the ugly night, 1667 Milton 
P. L. 1. 564 A horrid Front Of dreadful length and dazling 
Arms. 2792 Cowi’ER Odyss. xxiv. 246 Clad in dazzling 
brass. 2842 Borrow Zinc all I ix. 1. 155 In hot countries, 
where the sun and moon are particularly dazzling. 

3. Jig. That dazzles the mind of the observer ; 
brilliant or splendid to a degree that dazzles. 

1749 Smollett Regicide j. i, The fair one comes, In all the 
pride of dazzling charms array’d. 2839 Dk Qoincey Recoil. 
Lakes Wks. 2862 II. 213 A neighbourhood so dazzling in. its 
intellectual pretensions. 

4. quasi-tfrA'. 

1696 Tate & Brady Ps. cxxxix. 6 Too dazling bright for 
mortal Eye 1 2860 Tyndall Giac. 1. ii. 13 Its general surface 
was dazzling white. 

Bazzlingly * dee *zl iijli) , adv. [• ly -.] 
fl. In a dazzled manner. {See prec.' 1 .) Obs. 
1610 Mirr. Mag., A". Bladud 56 [They] blinded are, and 
dazelingly they iuoke. 

2. In a dazzling manner ; to a degree, that dazzles. 
a 2712 Ken Hymnotheo Poet. Wks. 1721 III. 322 His 
Scales the Sun-beams dazzlingly reflect. .2807 Southey 
Espriella's Lett. III. 99 Nothing was to be seen but what 
was perfectly and dazzlingly white. 2879 Proud tt Cxsar x. 
218 Pompcya success had been dazzlingly rapid. . 

De, obs. Sc. form of Die v. 

De, a dialectal (Kentish), foreign, or infantile 
representation of The. 

Sometimes in early MSS. a scribal error fur tie ^ the. 

11 De. I- (d/) A Latin preposition, meaning 
* down from, from, off, concerning occurring in 
some Latin phrases ' more or less used in English. 
The chief of these are the following ; . . . 

1, de bene esse (Law), as of * well-being *, as 
being good, of 'conditional allowance for ' the 
present. 

p ‘To take or do any thing: De bene esse, fa to accept or allow 
It, as well done for present,., but [on fuller examination] to 
be allowed or' disallowed, ; according .'to the Merit or Well- 
being of the thing in its own nature* (Blount, Law Did, 

1670 . 

2603' Egerton Papers (Camden V372 iStanf.V Wherefore, de 
bom esse, l have provisionally made a warrant redy for his 
signature. t6$6 Blount Glossogr. ■*. v« The ' Court , , 
often orders that Defendant to be examined De bene esse, 
i. that, his depositions are to-be allowed or suppressed at the 
hearing, m the 'Judge shall see cause. '*$&$' Law, Rep. 
#9 Ch. Div. 290 (Stanf.) I he Court ultimately determined 
that It should 'be read de kem esse, 

2, de congruo, of Conobihty. 

a PuiKetE Jmtf, { *6bq) 33."-When they -tell vs, 

that faith, merits justification de Congruo they intrap them*' 
selues in grosse contradiction ; seeing to deserve de Congruo 
is not to deserve at all. 2842, 1856 [see Coxg ki tty 5 a], 

3, de facto, in fact, in reality, in actual existence, 
force, or possession, as a matter of fact. Very 
frequently opposed to de jure . Used also as m 
adj. « ' actual, actually existing’, and then some- 
times, so far anglicized as* to "be prefixed to its sb. 

160a' W». Watson, QmdEJbeis 73 (Stanf.l That tiw Pope 
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erred de facto in the reconciliation of the French King. 
1638 Chillingw. Relig. Prot. 1. iii. § 30 He may doe. it de 
facto, but de iure he cannot. 1691 Norris Pract. Disc. 29 
It will appear, that de facto it is so. 1696 Growth Deism 12 
The Shiboleth of the Church now is King William’s de facto 
Title. 1765 Blackstone Comm. 1. 371 That temporary 
allegiance, which was due to him as king de facto. 1870 
[see de jure, below]. 1891 Law Rep. Weekly Notes 70/1 
The acts of the de facto directors might, .bind the company. 

Hence f Defa*eto-man (also defacto sb.), one 
who recognized William 111 as king de facto. 
f Defa-ctoship, a de facto standing, position, or 
title. 

1696 Growth Deism 15 For these de facto -men, and the 
Jacobites, were but lately the same sort of People. lin’d. 
13 And when the King had better Titles . . yet he must he 

made to pay . . Dr. S Sixteen Hundred Pounds a Year, 

for a Defactoship only. 1710 Managers' Pro Con 39 
The one allows the Defactoship of the Queen. 

4. de fide, of faith, to be held as an article of 
faith. 

3:638 Chillingw. Relig. Prot . t. hi. § 5 Some [hold] that 
the Popes indirect Power over Princes in Temporalities is 
de Fide ; Others the contrary, 

5. de jure, of right, by right, according to law. 
Nearly always opposed to de facto ; like that also 
(though less usually), treated as an adj. — ‘ legal 
and placed before the sb. 

1611 Court <5- Times fas. /(1848) I. 136 (Stanf.) Done de 
facto , and not de jure. 1638 [see de facto above]. 3694 
Poet Buffoon'd, etc. 7 (Stanf.) Husband or Gallant, either 
way, De facto or De jure sway. 1837 Ht. Martineau 
Cor. Amer. II. 81 States that are de facto independent, 
without having anything to do with the question de jure. 
1870 Lowell Study Wind. (1886) 74 It is a de jure , and 
not a de facto property that we have in it. 

6. de novo, anew, afresh, over again from the 
beginning. Rarely as adj. *= 1 new, fresh \ and 
prefixed to sb. 

1627 Court <5- Times Chas . 7 (1848) I. 304 (Stanf.) It is 
said they have opened de novo Calais to our English trade. 
3817 Peel in Edin. Rev. XXIX. 321 We cannot make a 
constitution de novo. 1847-9 Todd Cycl. Anat. IV. 143/2 
A de novo development of such texture. 1881 Med. 'Temp, 
frill. XLIX. 18 In which it is developed by circumstances 
de novo, 

7 . de profaxtdis, the first words of the Latin 
version of Psalm exxx (cxxix) =* t Out of the depths 
(have I cried) * ; hence subst a. the name of this 
psalm ; b. a psalm of penitence ; c. a cry from 
the depths of sorrow, misery, or degradation. 

3463 Bury Wills (Camden) 28 Saying De profundis for 
me, for my fader and my moder. 1500-20 Kennedie Fly ting 
w. Dunbar 447 With De profundis fend the, and that 
failye. 1589 Nashs Pref. Greene's Menaphon (Arb.) 17 Let 
subiects for all their insolence, dedicate a De profundis 
euerie morning to the presentation of their Caesar. 3890 
Open Court 10 Apr. 2204/2 (Stanf.) The Labor cry, the new 
De Profundis , the passionate psalm of the workers appeal- 
ing out of the depths of misery and degradation for more 
wages and less hours of daily toil. 

II. The French preposition de, cC (cb, anglicized 
dz, di*, de, do), meaning * of, from occurring 
in names of places, as Ashby de la Zouch , in terri- 
torial titles, as Earl Grey de Wilton , Lord Talbot de 
Malahuk , and in personal surnames, as De Lisle , 
j D y Israeli, De Quincey, also, in French phrases 
more or less in English use, as coup d'etat, coup 
de main , etc. (see Coop) ; de haut en has, from 
height to lowness, condescendingly as from a lofty 
position, with an air of affected superiority; de 
nouveau , anew, afresh ; de rigueur , of strictness, 
(a matter) strictly or rigorously obligatory, according 
to strict etiquette; de trop , too much, (one) too 
many, in the way. 

1697 Vanbrugh Relapse 1. ii, Not if you treat him de haul 
en bas , as you use to do. 3752 Chesterf. Lett. (17921 III. 
274, 1 know no company in which you are likely to be de 
trop. 3775 Gibbon in Life $ Lett. (18691 237 (Stanf.) The 
first chapter has been composed de nouveau three times. 
1848 Thackeray Van. Fair vi, * I should only be de trop \ 
said the Captain. 1849 — Pendennis xxix, All the young 
men go to Spratt’s after their balls. It is de rigueur, my 
dear. 1887 f least. Lond. News 5 Mar. 269/3 , 1 am decidedly 
de trop this morning. Mod. On such occasions evening 
dress xs de rigueur. 

Be-, prefix. The Latin adverb and preposition, 
used in combination with verbs, and their deriva- 
tives. A large number of verbs so formed lived on 
in French as popular words, or were taken over 
into that language in earlier' or later times as 
learned words, .and thence came into English, as 
decresc-Pre, dkreis-tre, decrease ; defend- ere, defend- 
re, defend ; deslderare, disire-r, desire. In later 
times English verbs, with their derivative adjec- 
tives and substantives, as also participial adjectives 
and substantives without any verbs, have been 
adapted directly from Latin, or formed from Latin 
elements, without the Intervention of French. The 
following are the chief uses in Lat. and Eng. 

I, As an etymological element In the senses : 

2. Down, down from, 'down to; as dlpendere to hang 
■down, Depend (Dependent, ■ -f.nce, etc.); dspdnere to lay 
■ down, Depone, '.'Depose ; dlprimire to .press' down, De- 
press ; descenders to climb clown, Descend; devordre to 
gulp down, Devour.' So of English ' formation, Debreak. 


2. Off, away, aside : as declindre to turn aside, Decline ; 
deducere to lead away. Deduce; defenders to ward off, 
Defend; deport are to carry off, Deport; designare to 
mark off, Designate ; desistere to stand off, Desist. 

b. Away from oneself : as delegare to make over, Dele- 
gate ; deprecdrl to pray away. Deprecate. 

3. Down to the bottom, completely ; hence thoroughly, 
on and on, away ; also methodically, formally : as decldmdre 
to shout away, Declaim ; decldrdre to make quite clear, 
Declare ; dendddre to strip quite bare, Denude ; deplbrdre 
to weep as lost, Deplore ; derelinquere to abandon com- 
pletely, Derelict ; despolidre to spoil utterly. Despoil. 

b. To exhaustion, to the dregs : as dccoquSre to boil 
down or away, Decoct; deliquescere to melt away, 
Deliquesce. 

4. In a bad sense, so as to put down or subject to some 
indignity: as decide re to take in, Deceive; deludbre to 
make game of, Delude ; dertdere to laugh to scorn. 
Deride ; detestdrl to abominate, Detest. 

5. In late L., decompositus was used by the grammarians 
in the sense * formed or derived from a compound (word) 
passing later into that of ‘compounded over again, doubly 
or further compounded ’ ; in this sense the word has in 
modern times been taken into chemistry, botany, etc. (see 
Decomposite, Decompound), and the prefix has been 
similarly used in other words, as Decomplex, Demixture. 

6. In Latin, de- had also the function of undoing or 
reversing the action of a verb, e.g. armdre to arm, de- 
ar mare to disarm, decorare to grace, dedecorare to disgrace, 
jungere to join, dejungere to unyoke, velare to veil, de- 
velare to unveil, and of forming verbs of similar type from 
substantives, as deartudre to dismember, from art us mem- 
ber, joint, decolldre to behead, from collum neck, decortic&re 
to deprive of hark, from corticem bark, dejlprdre to rob of 
its flowers, from jtdreni flower. A like notion was usually 
expressed in classical Latin by the prefix dis - ; e.g. cingere 
to gird, discingere to ungird, convent re to agree, disconvemre 
to disagree, jungere to join, disjungere to disjoin, diffibuldrc 
to unclasp, dildricare to uncorslet, discalcedtus unshod. In 
late L. , dis-, Romanic des-, became the favoured form ; and 
although some L. words in de - lived on, or were by scholars 
adopted into the Romanic kings., all new compounds^ were 
formed with des-, and many. even of the Latin words in de- 
were refashioned in Romanic with des - : thus I.. dearmdre , 
dec art tare, decoldrdre, decorticdre , dedignart, deform are, 
*decapitdre , Romanic desarmare, descar na re, descorticare, 
desdeguare , de- and des-formare, de-, des-capita re, OF. des- 
ar mer, descharncr, dcscorchier, desdaigner, de- and des- 
former , de-, descapiter. In later F. des- became, first in 
speech, and finally in writing, di-, in which form it was 
identical with the de- of learned words from L. de-. In 
English, early words taken from OF. with des- retained this 
form (now altered back under Latin influence to dt$-\ as in 
disarm , disband, disburse , discolour, disdain , disfrock , dis- 
join ^ , disrobe ; but later words have de-, which, although 
coming from F. de'-i-OF. des- L. dis-, is usually dewed 
and treated as identical with Latin de - ; e. g. debauch, le- 
bord, defy , defile , depeople, derange, develop. In some words 
both forms have passed into English, as disburse , t deburse , 
discard, t decard , disconcert, f deconcert, disfrock , defrock. 
In F rench the prefix des-, de-, has received an ever increasing 
extension as a privative, freely prefixed to verbs, as in 
dSarasser , d&brutaliser , decent raliser, diconstiper, etc. , or 
used to form verbs of the same type from nouns, as di- 
banqner, dibonder, dichaperonner , difroquer, etc. From 
the free adoption of these into English, de- has here also 
become a living privative element, freely prefixed to verbs 
(esp. in -ize, -ate, -fy), and forming verbs of a similar type 
from substantives or adjectives. Hence : 

II. As a living prefix, with, privative force. 

1 . Forming compound verbs ^ with their derivative 
sbs., adjs., etc.), having the sense of undoing the 
action of the simple verb, or of depriving (anything) 
of the thing or character therein expressed, e. g. ae- 
acidify to undo or reverse the acidifying process, 
to take away the acid character, deprive (a thing) 
of its acid ; hence de-acidifed , -fying, -ft cation ; 
de-anglicize to undo the anglicizing of, to divest of 
its English character, render no longer English. 
Some of these are formed by prefixing de- to the 
original verb, but others are more logically analysed 
as formed with de- + sb. or adj. + verbal suffix, the 
resulting form being the same in either case. In 
others, again, no corresponding simple verb is in 
use : e.g. dccephalize , decerehrhe, decolourize , de- 
fibrinate. The older and more important of these 
words are given in their places as main words: 
e.g. Dechristianize, Decompose, Demagnetize, 
Demoralize, etc. Of others of less importance, 
of recent use, and of obvious meaning, examples, 
nearly all of the 19th c. (but decanonize 1624, de- 
car dinalizc 1645), here follow. 

(The hyphen is conveniently used when the de- comes 
before a vowel, and sometimes elsewhere to emphasize the 
occasional nature of the combination, or draw special 
attention to its composition ; otherwise it is not required.) 

JJe-acrdify (fed, -f cation) , de- aerate fed, -ation), 
de-alcoholize (- ed , - nation , -isi) . de- alkalize i-ed), 
de-am 'ericani ze, de-ana ihemathe, de-a'nglicize 
fed), de-a ppetize {-mg'), de-arse' niche (- ing ), 
de-a'spirate {-ing, -at ion, -at or), debiiu'menize 
(-ation). debru'talize, debwnnianizer , deem' sar ize, 
deca'lvinize, deca'noitize {-at ion), decor m phorize, 
deca-rdinalize, decasualize {-at ion), decat he' dralize, 
dece'Lkize, deche'tnicalize ■ . '( -ation ), ' '. ' ■ decho-raUze, 
decrceronize, deci'tizenize, deda' seiche, decla'ssify, 
decle'ricalize {-ation), decli'tnatize, deconca’tenate, 
deco'ncentraie {-ation), deconve-ntiotialize, decop- 
perize {-hat ion), decttLiivate, dedo'ggerelize, dedo'g- 
matize {-ed), de-e'ducate, de-ele'ctnfy, de-ele etrize 


(-a'tion), defctrdalhe, dejte'xionhe {-ed, -ation), 
dcfo'rmalize, defo'rtify, dega'nglionate {-ed), de- 
ge'neralize, dege'ntilize {-ing), dege'rmanize, de- 
hea'thenize , dehe'llenhe {-ation) , dehisto' riche, 
de-ide'alhe {-ed, -ing, etc.), de-indivi'dualhe 
{-ation), de-indivi'duate , dc-i n du’ st rial he, de-i n- 
sularize, de-rntegrate, de-inteller dualize {-ed, -ing), 
de-it a' lionize, deja nsenize, deju'nkerhe , deladinhe 
{-ed, -ation), delvberalhe , delrmithe , dclo'calize, 
dema'rtiaihe, deme'ntholhe {-ed), deme'tallize, 
deme'tnche, dena'rcothe , denu'deate (-ed), de-o r- 
ganhe (-ation), de-orie’ntalhe , de-o ssify (; fication ), 
de-o'zonize (-ation), depagan he, depa'ntheonize (to 
put out of the pantheon), depa'rthanhe , dephilo'- 
sophize, dephyrsicalhe (to do away with physical 
development; -ation), depie dmonthe, depolrti- 
ealize , depriorhe (deprive of priority' 1 , deprofe's- 
sionalize, depro 'test ant he, deprovi 'ncialhe, dera'b- 
binhe (-ation). derelrgionhe (-ing), denr rathe, 
desa’xonhe „ desemrtiehe , desentime' nta l ize (-ed), 
desks- letonhe (to rid of its skeleton), deso'cialize 
(-ation), desupema'turalhe , detara'ntulhe (-ation), 
dethe'orhe (to divest of theories), devola' tithe. 

2786 Phil. Trans. LNXVI. 134 *Deacidified nitrous air. 
2791 Edin . New Dis j. 65 Calling them aerated and *de- 
aerated. 2878 U re Diet. A rts (ed. 8) IV 240 A flask, .filled 
up with hot de-aerated water. 2830 Westm. Rev. XII. 38 
The dirt and the stagnation, and the de-aeration of the 
water. 1866 Pall Mall G. 21 Sept, xx Like blank cartridge 
or *dealeoholized wine. 2873 Collins Sqr. Sitchesters 
III. xxi. 236 It is a capital dealcoholist. 1877 Roberts 
Handbk. Med. (ed. 3) I. 74 The substance consists of *de- 
alkalized fibrin. 1884 Tennyson Beckei v. ii. 276 Cm the 
King *de-anatbematise this York? 2883 F. Hall in N. V. 
Nation XXXVII. 435/1 ^Deanglicized Englishmen. 2890 
Sat. Rev. 15 Feb. 201/1 He even thinks we must de-anglicize 
our language. 2888 Academy 28 Jan, 56 A *de-appetising 
feast of dry bones. 1876 F. Douse Grimm's L. App. F. 210 
They both *deaspirated the initial. Ibid. § 12. 24 Similar 
deaspirating movements both in Greek and Sanskrit. Ibid. 

§ 22. 47, I have frequently observed, .that when a group of 
deaspirators are talking together, an h is rarely heard at all. 
2879 Whitney Sanskrit Gram. Index 478/2 Deaspiration of 
aspirate mutes. 286a Dana Man. Geol. 11. 410 The *de- 
bitumen ization of the coal. 2891 Chicago A dvance 30 Apr., 
Not merely to ** debrutalize ’ the police force, but to purify 
and ennoble it. 187a Dasent Three to One I. 250 An 
eminent chiropodist and *debimmonizer. 2882 Pall Mall G. 
20 May 3/2 The Republicans , . wish to decentralize, to 
*decaesarize France. 283a Southey in Q. Rev. XLVIII. 
280 He did not talk of ‘Meealviniring certain of our pro- 
vinces, nor of dejansenizing certain corporations. 2892 
Chicago Advance 4 June, That this committee intended to 
de-Calvinize the church. 2624 T. James in A bp. Ussher's 
Lett. (2686) 318 He hath .. inlarged his Book of BochePs 
* Decanonxzation. c 2645 Howell Lett. (2650) 3 . n. xix. 32 
He [the Cardinal of Guise] is but young, and they speak of 
a Bull that is to come from Rome to *decardinalize him. 
2892 T. H. Nunn in Toynbee Record 30 There is being 
effected . . a permanent *decasualization of labour at the 
Docks . . The casual (locker [must] lose his work. 2881 
Academy 28 May 388/3 Ireland is. .more *decelticised now 
than the Scottish Highlands. 2878 Scribner's Mag.. XVI. 
436/'! An aroma which no chemistry, or *dechemicalization 
is potent enough to retain. 2864 Reader 19 Mar, 374/1 
Handel meant his oratorios to be choral works. Tins 
*deeboralizes them. 2873 H. A. J. Munro Lucret. 473 One 
of the numerous artifices of Tacitus to *deciceromse the 
style of his annals. 2890 Columbus (Ohio) Dispatch 27 May, 
Any. .plan of *decitizenizing free Americans. 2848 Clough 
in Life & Lett. (1869) I. 225 The ‘jeunes filles '..were 
*declassicised by their use of parasols. 1865 Grote Plato 
II. xxiv. 246 Logical exposition proceeding by way of 
classifying and “declassifying. 2870 Sat, Rev. 32 Feb. 209/1 
Nor .. to allow its Bishops to “declericalize any of its 
priests and deacons by a penny post letter. Ibid., To 
accept . . a declericalization which was not degradation. 
1870 Lit. Churchman XVI. 452/2 Englishmen who have 
lived much abroad seem to become *de-climatised in this 
particular. 286a Mrs, Spei d Last Years hui. 157 So the 
whole concatenation “deconcatenated. 289^ Sat. Rev. 25 
Mar. 333/r The style of the great Mr. Smith . . greatly 
*deconventionalized. 2784 B. Franklin in Ann. Reg, 2817 
Chron. 381 The odious mixture of pride and beggary. . that 
have half depopulated and “decultivaced Spam. 2890 J. 
Davidson in Academy 25 Mar, 283/1 An example of the : 
failure of high literary ability to' 1 dedoggereH.se it thoroughly. 
1878 Gurney Tertium Quid (28S7) L 123 The joylessness 
and. dulness of the ‘ dereligionxsed ’ (more truly “dedog- 
mat ised) life.'' 2887 Parish Problems 36' Poverty,' care, 
work ...had slowly “decklucated the Man! 2882 Nature 
XXI V. 21 Method of “de-el ectrifying woollen yarn. ■ 2824 
. Mech : Mag. No. 62. 77 Might not .steam 'be further “de- 
electrized?.''' Ibid., 'By following up the 'means which 'pro- 
duced .it, namely, by de-elep taxation. 1871 Earle Phitol. 
Eng. Tongue § 44s “Deflect ionized languages are' said.. to"' he 
Analytic. ' 2880 .Grant White Every-Day Eng. ',275 .This, 
“deformalizing' of the. 'English' language. ■; *877 P. Thomson 
in Bible' Siudmis*- Aids' 1 46 Antiochus-, oefortifies.'"the 
Temple. ■ *885 Romanes felly-fish 280 The *deganglionated 
tissue. 1864 Rjader *3 Apr. 5x1/3 It may .be within, the 
compass of critical science to. V,?generalize portions of it 

■ into the suggesting particulars. *8351 New Monthly Mag. 

'■ LVI. 454 The *degentilmng distinction above 'mentioned.'' 
289a Pall 31 all G. 7 Sept. 6/1 His 'theory is "that Germany, 
is being fast *de-Gennanized. '"'1893 Chicago Advance 
.' .31 Aug., The vast student-world was being *de'heathenize<i 
3866 Pall Mall G. 8 Oct. .10 The urban population . . is 
either thoroughly *de-Hellenized, or is In the process of 
' de-Hellenization, 2865. W. Kay . Crisis ' Htffeldiana 27 
Their attempts to *de-historicize . . the oldest and most 

■ venerable ' : 'document. of human, history. '. 2865 J. Grote 
Treat. Mor. Ideas vii. (1876) 93 The notion,, was very .early. 
*de- idealized or positivized. ,'*'890 W.' S* 'Liuce Right fy 
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Wrong' 22 6 The fine arts, as they exist among us, bear 
witness, .tothedeidealising of life. <zx866 J. Grote Exam. 
Utilit. Philos . v. (1870) 94 Reason binds men together, and, 
if we may so speak, *deindividualizes_ them. Ibid., The 
growth of virtue is a gradual deindividualization of men. 
1880 Fairbairm Sind. Life of Christ xv. (i88r) 262 Men 
*deindividuated are almost dehumanised. 1882 B. Leighton 
in Standard 5 May, To *de-industriaiize the population. 

1882 Daily Tel 2 June, In the face of the tunnel that is to 
*de-insularise us. 1861 Bagehot Biog. Ess . (18811142 Years 
of acquiescing. . usually *de-intellectualise a parliamentary 
statesman before he comes to half his power. 1891 Abbott 
Philomythus 129 The de-intellectualising influence of this 
resolute faith in miracles. 1889 Pall MallG. 16 Oct, 2/2 
The possibility of first *de-Italianising the Sacred College. 
Ibid, 1 3 Nov. 2/2 The de-Italianizing of the Church. 1832 
*Dejansenizing [see deca lvlnizing\. 1866 Pail Mall G. 
13 Aug. 3 Willa junker be allowed to *dejunkerize himself. 

1883 Spectator 27 Jan. 126 A certain amount of *delatinisa- 
tion and some simplification of phraseological structure. 
1S35 Salt's Mag . II. 461 To *deliberalize the principles of 
the youthful patriot. 1887 Gurney Tertinm Quid'll. 194 
Further liberalising and *delimitising the conditions of 
poetic appreciation. 1881 Ohio State frill. 29 Jan.,W orthless 
*dementhoIized oil. 1754 Huxham in Phil. Trans. XLVIII. 
861 Tin and copper .. are reduced to ashes, and *demetal* 
lized. 1883 A thenseum 28 J uly 104/2 That passage . . should 
. . be forthwith *demetricized and turned into honest prose. 
1829 Togno, Durand, etc. Mat. Med. The *denarcotized 
opium. 1892 Poulton Sc Shipley tr. Weismann’s Heredity 

II. 92 Boveri. .succeeded in rearing such *denucleated eggs 
by the introduction of spermatozoa. 1864 Homeward Mail 
17 Oct. 901 The tendency . .isto*de-orient:alize the European 
mind in India. 1881 Athensenm 9 July 42 1/3 Glimpses of 
Anglo-Indian life before it became de-Orientalized. 1874 W. 
A. Miller Elem. Chem. (ed. 5) II. § 341 Ozonized airjs also 
Meozonized by transmission over cold manganese, dioxide. 
1873 C. B. Fox Ozone $ A nt ozone 95 The deozonisation of air 
passing over densely populated towns. 1847-8 De Quincky 
Protestantism Wks. VIII. 156 Rome, itwas found, could not 
be # depaganlsed. 1859 Lit. Churchman V. 332/1 Among t lie 
slowly depaganized people. 189a Harper's Mag. Sept. 
629/2 The bones of Mirabeau ..were carried in great pomp 
to the Pantheon in 1791 ; and were *depantheonized .. 
a year or two later. 1885 mericanTK . 198 To *departizanize 
the public service, 1862 Sat, Rev. XIII. 21/2 1 he work is 
resumed, .in the Italian language, .as a means for *depied- 
montizing the author’s style. 1872 Contemp. Rev. XX. 831 
To press philosophy into its service is Jo *dephilosophize it. 
1873 S. Butler Erewhon xi. 99 A time of universal *de- 
physicalisation would ensue. 1859 Sat. Rev. VIII, 573/2 
Dr. Cullen has really. .Me-politicalizedthe Irish priesthood. 
1866 De Morgan in Graves Life Sir IV. R. Hamilton f 1889) 

III. 562 You cannot.. let him Jake any licence which can 
damage or *de-priorise anything you choose to write on 

our own subject. 1884 St. fames' sGaz. 22 Mar. 4/1 _ It 
elps to some extent, .to * deprofessionalize ’ the English 
clergy. 1888 Mission Herald (Boston) Oct. 442 To *depro- 
testantize the nation. x8$i 0. W. Holmes Pages fr. Old 
Vol. Life (1891) 10 The camp is *deprovincializing us very 
fast. 1865 Lowell New Eng. t Two Cent . Ago Prose Wks. 
1890 II. 12 Commerce is deprovincializing the minds of those 
engaged in it. 1891 Review of Revienus 15 Sept. 267/1 The 
Jews must be Merabbinised and denationalised. Ibid., The 
derabbinisation is far advanced. 1878 *Dereligionized [see 
dedogmatizcd]. 1879 W. H. Mallock Is Life Worth 
Living t 64 To de-religionize life, then, it is not enough to 
condemn creeds and to abolish prayers. Ibid. 136 The 
gradual de-religion izing of life. 1888 H. F. Lf.ster Hartas 
Maturinl. i. 7 The gradual process of *deruralizing his 
town let. 1890 Daily News 19 Nov. 2^5 He hoped the 
Council would not entirely ‘ae-ruralise* the park. 1869 
Lowell Poems , Caihedr A brain *desaxonized. 1893 W. 
Watson in Bookman Oct. 23/1 Grotesque efforts to get 
inside the English character and *de-Semiticise his own, 
1882 Traill Sterne vi. 88 That thoroughly *desentimental- 
ized ‘ domestic interior x 836 Blackw. Mag. CX L. 747 She 
. .*deskeletonized the wretched closet with unsparing dex- 
terity. 1889 Harper's Mag. June 102/1 The way in which 
darkness isolates and Mesocializes the citizen. 1883MAUDS- 
ley Body ff Will in. iii. 258 Demoralization following de- 
serialization. 1885 Pall Mall G. 3 Sept. 5/2 He will steep 
himself to the lips in falsehood sooner than allow it to be 
*desupernaturahzed. 1836 Tail's Mag. III. 168 The singular 
ceremony of ‘ *de-tarantuIization' (since a word must needs 
be coined). 1883 A. B. Edwards in Academy 10 Nov. 300/2 
A *de-theorised American. 1868 Birm. fmi. Sept. 12 The 
oil. .has-been *de volatilised, so that all danger of explosion 
is annihilated. 

2 . Less frequently verbs (and their derivatives) 
are formed by prefixing de- to a noun (cf, L. de- 
f dinars, F. difroquer), with the sense : a. To de- 
prive, divest, free from, or rid of the thing in 
question: as Debowel (1375), deflesh, defoliage , 
deglaze , deglycerin , degrease , degum , dehandle , de- 
horn (-er), delawn, + demast, demiracle, demonas- 
tery, f depark, deprot&stant \ detenant, f detruth ; 
depetticoated, dereligioned ppl. adjs. (Some of 
these have forms in Dis-, which is the usual prefix 
for words of this type.) b. To turn out of, dis- 
lodge or expel from, as decent, f deparliament 
(1648) ; Deoourt, Dehusk. 

# i860 Russell Diary India (1863^ I. 299, I completed my 
journey, and was safely *decarted at the door of a substan- 
tial house, 1837-40 Haliburton Clockm. I, 76 He was 
teetotally 4 defleshed,a mere walking skeleton. 1831 Huish 
Mem. Geo. IV, 57 The lovely rosebud fell *defoliaged. 
1879 Scribner's Mag. July 402 They, .completely defoliage 
the trees. 1885 W. L. Carpenter Soap 4- Candles 151 The 
French process . , for *deglycerining neutral fats. 1887 
Encycl. Brit. XXII. 62/2 The fibres . . being now *de- 
gummed, are separated from each other. 1893 in Chicago 
Advance 9 Mar., She had broken the cover of a tureen, and 
*dehandled a china pitcher. 1888 Voice ( N. Y.) 12 Jan. 2 
The champion of ^dehorning cattle. Ibid. 23 Feb. 7 That 
enthusiastic champion of dehorning, ‘ Farmer Haaf/ will 
soon issue a book : * Every Man His own *Dehorner \ 1726 
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Amherst Terns Fit. xxxix. 215 The bishop ought to be 
*de-Iawn’d. x6S6 Lend. Gaz, No._ 89/4 Very little damage, 
besides the *demasting of one Fireship. 1884 Iennyson 
Bechet in. ill 137 For as to the fish, they *de-imracled the 
miraculous draught, and might have sunk a navy, c *800 
Byron Occas. Pieces xvi. note, Some, .monk of the abbey, 
about the time it was *demonasteried. a 1700 B. E. Diet. 
Cant. Crew, Whet-stones-park, a Lane .. fam’d for a Nest 
of Wenches, now *de-park’d. 2648 J. Goodwin Right <$* 
Might iQ The men *deparliamented by the Army, zcgz 
Chicago Advance 14 Jan., She is not a ^depetticoated 
virago, who wants to inaugurate a general swapping of sex. 
1890 Guardian 5 Nov. 1745/2 The result.. is, to use the 
phrase of The Times , the ‘ Meprotestanting ’ of the greater 
part of Ireland. 2835 Athcnsemn 443 The demoralized, 
*de-religioned invaders of privilege and property. 1883 
C. A. Cameron in Pall MallG. 4 Dec. 1/2 Many unsani- 
tary houses have been *de tenanted. 1647 Ward Simp. 
Cobier 67 He feares there is Truth in them : Could he 
*de-truth them all, he would defie them all. 

3 . By an extension of use de- is sometimes pre- 
fixed to adjectives or substantives, as in Debase, 
Decheer ful, Degallant, Dedoctok. (Cf. dis- in 
discontent, dissatisfied , etc.) 

De-acidify*, etc.: see De- II. 1. 

Beacon (drkon, -k’n), ^. Forms : a. 1 diacon, 
deacon ; £. 2 diacne, diakne, 4 dyakne, pi. 
diaknen ; 7. 2 dsecne, 2-4 deakne, 3-5 dekne, 
(Sgen.pL deknene); 3-6 deken (-in, -on, -un, 
-yn(e), 4 deeken {pi. deeknys), decoun, 4-6 
decon, decane, 5-6 daaken, deakon, 6 diacon(e, 
deacons, 5— deacon, [ad. L. diaconus, a. Gr. 
tiidfcovos servant, waiting man, messenger, whence 
spec, in Christian use, servant or minister of the 
church ; an order of ministers in the church. The 
OE. diacon (deacon) was a learned form immed. 
from the L. ; beside it there appears to have been 
a popular form *<r ixena [? from *disecna\ *desecna), 
whence 12th c. dsecne, deakne , and later dlikne, pi. 
deakn-en. From dekne , deakne , came deken , deaken , 
whence under L. influence deacon. The early ME. 
diacne, dyakne was perhaps immed. a. OF. diacne, 
dyacne (12th c. ; later diacre) ; it might also re- 
present a semi-popular OE. *diacna: cf. O.N. 
djdkn , djdkni. There were many intermediate forms 
of the word, from mixture of popular and learned 
types.] 

1 . Red. The name of an order of ministers or 
officers in the Christian church. 

a. In Apostolic times. 

_ Their first appointment is traditionally held to be recorded 
in Acts vi. 1-6, where however the title Suzkovos does not 
occur, but only the cognate words <Sta«omv (‘ serve ') and 
fitcwcofwi ministration 

c 1000 jElfric Homilies (Thorpe) I. 44 Da apostolus 
xehldodon seofon diaconas . . Diera diacona wees se forma 
Stephanus, a 1300 Cursor M. 19482 <Cott.) Steuen . . was 
o }>t seuen dekens an. 1382 Wyclif Phil. i. x Poul and 
Tymothe. .toalle the hooly men, .atFhilippis,with bischopls 
and dekenes, c 1450 Mirour Saluacioun 4442 Deken Steven 
be his name. 1597 Hooker Eccl. Pol. v. 419 Deacons were 
stewards of the Church, vnto whome at the first was com- 
mitted the distribution of Church-goods. x6n Bible i Tim. 
ii. 8 Likewise must the deacons bee graue, not double 
tongued. 1782 Priestley Corrupt. Ckr. II, vi. 30 The 
deacons generally administered the elements. 1875 Man- 
ning Mission H. Ghost xv. 417 The Apostles set apart 
a special order— the Sacred order of deacons— to be ministers 
of the charity of Jesus Christ to His poor, 

b. In Episcopal Churches, a member of the 
third order of the ministry, ranking below bishops 
and priests, and having the functions of assisting 
the priest in divine service, esp. in the celebration 
of the eucharist, and of visiting the sick, etc. 

<rgoo Safda’s Eccl. Hist. nr. xiv. [xx.j (J8 qx> 220 Honorius 
se aercebiscop. .gehalgode Thomam his diacon to biscope. 
1x22 O. E. Citron., Se dsecne ha:fde ongunnan f>one godspel. 
c 1x75 Lamb . H om . 81 NucumeS j?es diakne. c xzqo S. Eng. 
Leg. I, 392/49 Preostes he made and deknene al-so. X340 
Ay mb. 190 He acsede at onen of his diaknen. <75386 
Chaucer Pars. 7 '. 1*8x7 Folk that ben entred into ordre, as 
sub-dekin, or dekin, or prest. c 1450 St. Cuthbert (Surtees) 
6943 A preste sange at ane altere, And his dekyn hat stode 
him nere. 15x3 Bradshaw Si. Werburge 1. 2221 Whan the 
Deken redde the holy gospel! . 1647 N. Bacon Disc. Govt. 
Eng. 1. x. i 1739) 18 Deacons, .attending upon the Presbyters 
to bring the offerings to the Altar to read the Gospel, to 
Baptize, and Administer the Lord’s Supper, a 1771 Gray 
Remarks Lydgate's Poems Wks. 1843 V. 292 He was 
ordained a deacon in 1393, which is usually done in the 
twenty-third year of a man's age. 1844 Lingard Anglo- 
Sax. Ch. 11858/1. iv. 133 The three orders of bishops, priests, 
and deacons. 

c. In the Presbyterian system, one of an order of 
officers appointed to attend to the secular affairs of 
the congregation, as distinguished from the elders, 
whose province is the spiritual. (But they do not 
always exist, at least xmder this name, their func- 
tions, when they are absent, being performed by the 
elders.) d. In Congregational churches, one of 
a body of officers elected to advise and assist the 
pastor, distribute the elements at the communion, 
administer the charities of the church, and attend 
to its secular affairs, 

5560 -x Bk. Discipline viii. (heading). The Eyght Heid, 
tuiching the Electioun off Elderis and Deacoms, etc... The 
office of the Deaconis. .is to receave the rentis, and gadder 


the almous of the Churche, to keip and distribute the same, 
as by the ministerie of the Kirk shall be appointed. _ Thay 
may also assist in judgement with the Ministeris and 
Elderis. 1584 J. Melvill Diary { 1842) 183 Ther salba twa 
Deacones : an till attend upon the box . . to collect and dis- 
tribut to the outward pure . . ane uther to haiff the cair of 
our awin inward indigent or diseased. 1644 Owen Wks. 
XIX. 537-8. a 1647 T. Hooker Summe Ch. Disci/d. u i, 
This Deacon being the steward or Treasurer of the Church, 
the thing for which he is mainly to be imployed . . is for the 
husbanding of the estate and temporalis of the Church. 
1647 Resolutions, etc. Congreg. Ch. Canterbury 30 Mar. 
(MS.), The church . . did order that . . there bee 3 nomin- 
ated out of w ci * on shall bee chose to the office of a Deacon. 
2648 J. Cotton Way Congreg. Ch. 11. to It is an Ordinance 
of Christ to elect Officers (Deacons and Eld< rs), for this 
is the power and privilege of the Church of Brethren. 
<2x657 W. Bradford New Eng. Mem. 355 They had .. in 
our time four grave men for ruling elders, and three able and 
godly men for deacons. 1702 C. Mather Magn. Ckr. v. vii, 
The Office and Work of a Deacon is . . to keep the Treasury 
of the Church, and therewith to serve the Tables, which the 
Church is to provide for, as the Lord's Table, the Table of 
the Ministers, and of such as tire in Necessity, to whom 
they are to distribute in simplicity. 1884 R. W, Dale 
Congreg. Manual v. xx6 In some Congregational churches 
there are both * elders ' and ‘ deacons 

e. flg. 

1642 Milton A pot. SmecL xi. (1851) 3 ix Their office Is 
to pray for others, and not to be the lip- working deacons 
of other mens appointed words. 1796 C. Burney blent. 
Metastasio III. 170 As an old Deacon of Apollo. 1887 
Mission. Herald (Boston l Apr. 153 ,It [the African lakes 
Company] acts as deacon to the mission stations themselves, 
caring for them in secular things. 

f 2 . Applied to the Levites, as an order inferior 
to the priests in the Jewish Church: cf. Bishop 2. 

cioqo Ags. Gosp. John i. 19 ba ludeas sendon heora 
sacerdas and heora diaconas f; am I erusalem. e 1x7^ Lamb. 
Horn. 79 per com a prost In pe weie. .and wende tor' 5 , per 
com an diacne, a 1300 Cursor M. yooq (Cott 1 For hme of 
a deken wijf, — Mam man bar tint j»air lijf [cf. Judges xx. 4], 
5388 Wyclif Num. ii. gx The dekenes schulen do dottn the 
tabernacle, c 1449 Pecock Repr. m. i. 280 To the dekenis 
were ^ouun xlviij citees. 

3 . In Scotland, the president of an incorporated 
‘ craft ’ or trade in any town ; formerly ex officio 
a member of the town-council. 

1424 Sc. Acts fas. / 1 15975 § 39 like Craft suki bane ane 
Deakon. 1563 WinJet Four Scoir 7 'hre Quest, xxxix. 
Wks. 1888 I. X02 As thair is in euery craft almaist ane 
decane [J/.V. dekin], at 649 Drumm. of Hawtm, Hist, 
fas. V Wks. 1 x 7 1 j) 88 A deacon of the crafts is killed by the 
faction of the Hamiltons. 1771 Smollett Humph. CL Wks,. 
1806 VI. 260 The council [of the Edinburgh magistracy} is 
composed of deacons, one of whom is returned every year in 
rotation, as representative of every company of artificers 
or handicraftsmen. 1787 Burns Brigs of Ayr 154 Ye 
dainty Deacons, an 1 ye douce Convceners, ' *8*8 .Scott 
F. M. Perik xx, The presidents, or deacons, as they .were 
termed, of the working classes. ^ 

b. flg. A * master 1 of his craft ; a thoroughly 
capable man. 

28x4 Scorr Wav. xlvi, Yon man h not a deacon o’ hi* 
craft. *823 Galt Entail III. x. 98, I had got an inkling 
0’ the law frae my father, who was a deacon at a plea, 

4 . Freemasonry. Name of a particular inferior 
office in a lodge : see quot. 

18x3 J. Ashf. Masonic Manual (1825) 227 The Deacons 
are then named and invested; upon which the new Master 
addresses them as follows ‘ Brothers J. K., and L. M., 
I appoint you Deacons of this Lodge, It is your province 
to attend on the Master, and to assist the Wardens in the 
active duties of the lodge. 1 

f 5 . A set of eueharistic garments for a deacon, 
1534 in Peacock Engl. Ch. Furniture 701 A whole vest- 
ment forapreist w* deacon and subdeacon of white damask e. 
155a Trans. Essex Arch. Sac, N.S. I. 14 Two chesables, 
oth r ways cawlyd deakyn and subdenken, 1558 Wilts # 
Dtp. N C. 1. (Surtees 18351 171. One Cope, a vestment and, 
a deacon, all. .of red silk. 

0 . Comb „ as deacon-seat ( 17 , Si), a long settee 
in a log-cabin, cut from a single log. 

1864 Lowell Fireside Trap. 15a We sat down upon the 
dt aeon-seat before the fire. xSSp Farmer Americanisms, 
Deacon seat, a lumberer’s camp term, .why so called is diffi- 
cult' to say., unless, indeed, it is an allusion ' to the seats 
round .a pulpit, Taring the congregation, reserved for 
deacons. 


Uea*con, v- US . . colhq. or slang, [f, prec. sb.1 

1. trans. (usually to deacon off). To read 'aloud 
(a hymn) one or two lines at a time, the congrega- 
tion singing the lines as soon as read, according to 
the early practice of the Congregational Churches 
of New England. Hence flg, 

1845 T.. W. Coit Puritanism 23 a The insult . , wa given 
by deaconing out, m the phrase goes, .the following verses 
from the 52a Psalm, *848 Lowell Btglow P. &«r. 1. ix, 
'Without you deacon off the toon you want your folks should 
ring* x888 Heartsease 4* Rue sdd Well lie knew to 
deacon-off a hymn. 0<k>d«(ck Remin. I, 77 tBartlettJ 
The chorister deaconed the fir-t two lines. 

2. To pack (fruit, etc.) with the finest specimens 
on the top, 

1866 Imtzu. Bigiem P.Introd*, To. demem to 

put "the largest atop, . 1868 Miss Ai-cott Lit. IVtmtm xi. 
(Farmer), I he strawberries f were}' not ' m ripe at they looked, 
hav'ng been skilfully deaconed. 

b. In various uses connoting unfair or dishonest 
dealing or the like (cf. to doctor) : see quot$, 

. *8 60 Bartlett Diet. A mer.. To demon a mlfh to knock 
it in the head as soon as it is be : XQ89 
Farmer Americanisms, T&demon land, to. fitch land by 
gradually extending one’s fences or boundary Mi«*s into' the 
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highway or other common property. 1889 Century Diet, 
beacon, to sophisticate ; adulterate ; * doctor ’ : as } to deacon 
wine or other liquor, slang . 

JDea*conal a ., Dea*conatejA, forms sometimes 
used instead of the more correct Diaconal, -ate. 

1890 Chicago Advance 7 Aug., Clerical hospitality., 
deaconal hospitality. 1882-3 Schaff Encycl. Relig. Knowl. 
III. 2256 The subdeaconate [developed] from the deaconate. 
189a Daily News 2 Feb. 5/7 After a meeting of the 
deaconate. 

Deaconess (df kones). Forms: 6 decon-, 
diacon-, 6-7 deaconisse, 7 diacon-, deacon- 
ness, 8- deaconess, [f. Deacon + -ess, formed 
after med.L. diaconissa, fem. of didconus : cf. F. 
diaconisse (14-1 8 th c.), now usually diaconesse .] 

1. Eccl. a. The name of an order of women in 
the early church, t who appear to have undertaken 
duties in reference to their own sex analogous to 
those performed by the deacons among men ’ ( Diet, 
Chr . Antiq A. b. Also, in some modern churches, 
of an order of women having functions parallel to 
those of the deacons in the same, or intermediate 
between these and those of the women in sense 2. 

a 1336 Tindale Wks. 250 (R.) Phebe the deaconisse of the 
church of Cenchris. 1561 T. Norton Calvin's Inst . iv. Jig 
There were created deaconisses, not to delite God with 
singing and wyth mumbling not vnderstanded . . but that 
they should execute publike ministration towarde the poore. 
1685 Baxter Paraphr. N. 7 \ 1 Tim. iii. 11 The Deacon- 
nesses that then were appointed to some Care of Women, 
which Men were less fit for. 1709 J. Johnson Clergy m. 
Fade ill. 11. 100 The office of Deaconesses was . . especially 
to attend women in the Baptistery, undressing and dressing 
them again. 1847 Maskeli, Mon, Pit. III. p. xcv. note. 
The deaconesses of the primitive ages . . their functions 
being... limited to the performance of mere secular duties, 
such as visiting the sick, and catechizing women. 1885 
Catholic Diet. s. v., [Deaconesses] were employed in assist- 
ing at the baptism of women.. In the tenth century the 
office was extinct in the West. .At Constantinople the office 
survived till 1190. 

1617 F. Johnson Plea xx. 317 To the Elders, .that rule 
the Church ; and to the Deacons and Deaconesses that serve 
and minister therein, a 1657 W. Br adford New Eng. Mem. 
355 They had.. one ancient widow for a deaconess, .She 
usually sat. .in the congregation with a little birchen rod 
in her hand, and kept little children in great awe from dis- 
turbing the congregation. She did frequently visit the sick 
and weak, and especially women. 1892 Bk. Ck. ofScotl. 33 
Women who being able to make Christian work the chief 
object of their lives. . having passed through two years’ train- 
ing and service in connection with our Homes in Edinburgh 
or Glasgow, may apply to be set apart as Deaconesses by 
their kirk-sessions and presbyteries, and will then.. be ex- 
pected to go to any part of Scotland where they may be 
required, there to work under the supervision of minister 
and kirk-session, 1893 British Weekly 30 Nov 88/2 Miss 
Hargreave was a deaconess of Carr’s Lane Church, and has 
been of great service in many ways, 

2. The name taken by ceitain Protestant orders 
of women with aims similar to tho;-.e of Sisters 
of Mercy. 

1867 Lady Herbert Cradle L. in. 102 The Kai.serswerth 
Deaconesses . . have a school, hospital, and dispensary near 
the English Protestant Church. 1871 Daily News 4 Nov., 
The Deaconesses' Institute prides itself upon being * evan- 
gelically Protestant*. 1890 Whitaker's Almanack 276 
General Hospitals — (No. 7) Deaconesses’ Institution and 
Training Hospital, Tottenham. 

3. nonce-use. A deacon’s wife. 

1858 O. W. Holmes Ant. Break/. -t. (1883)221 Deacon and 
deaconess dropped away. 

4. Comb. 

3:884 Pall Mall G. 10 Sept. 2/1 A deaconess-house was 
opened. 1893 Ch, Times 27 Jan. 81/1 The deaconess-widows, 
and the widows of the higher clergy. 

t Bea conhead. Obs. [-head.] = next. 

c 1400 A pol. Loll. 32 pe minstri of presthed, & of dekurihed. 
3656 Burgh Rec. in J. Irving Hist. Dumbartonshire (i860) 
534 The crafts of the said burgh sould enjoy the lyke f redome 
piiviledge and deaconhead. 

Deaconhood (drkanhud). [-hood.] 

1. The office of a deacon : see Deacon sh. 1 b, 3. 

3383 Wycuf 1 Tim, Prol., The ordynaunce of byschop- 

hood, and of the dekenehood. £3449 Pecock Kept, m, ix. 
332 Dekenhode was profitable to his clergie. 

2. A body of deacons collectively. 

In mod. Diets. 

Deaconry (drkonri). [-by.] 

1. The office of a deacon ; deaconship, diaconate. 

1483 Cath. A ngl. 95 A Dekenry, diaconatus. 3560-3 Bk. 

Discipline v., Privilege of Unith, Tutorie, Curatorie, 
Dcaoonrie, or ony siclike. 3642 'Sir E. Bering Sp. on 
Relig. 133 S. Paul calleth his Apostleship but a Deaconry. 
3824 G. Chalmers Caledonia I i I. v. § 7. 474 An act annulling 
that incorporation for having a deaconry. 

b. A body of deacons collectively, ■ 

a 1679 T. Goodwin Wks. IV. iv. *88 tR. t The deacons of 
all those churches should make up a common deaconry, 

2. R.C.Ch. The chapel and charitable institution 
of a ‘ region' * of Rome, in charge of a cardinal or 
regiocary deacon. 

1670 G. W. Hist. Cardinah 1. 'in, 67 The Chapels, that 
were' ordinarily /united : to these Religious houses, being 
called Deacon 1 ies._ Ibid. 1, hi.. 68 Dcaconries, where the 
Cardinals had their 'Residence, and ..were call’d Cardinal 
Deacons, because of their residence in the Deaconry. 1753 
Chambers Cycl., Deaconry is also .a name still reserved to 
the chapels and oratories in Rome, under the direction of 
the several, deacons, in their respective regions ♦ . To the 
deacon ries were annexed 'a sort of hospitals . . governed 
.by /the regionary deacons, called cardinal deacons. 1855 


Milman Lat. Chr. (18 64) II. m vii. 117 The churches and 
monasteries, the hospitals, deaconries or ecclesiastical 
boards for the poor. 

DeaconsMp (drkonjip). [-ship.] The office 
or position of a deacon. 

1565 Harding in Jewel Def. Apol (1611)85 The Priest- 
hood & Deaconship.* 1610 J. Robinson Just, Separ. Church 
Wks. II. 364 The office of deacon-ship which Christ hath 
left by his apostles for the collection and distribution of 
the Church’s alms. 1615 Wadsworth in Bedell Lett. 13 
Priesthood is giuen by the deliuerie of the Patena . . and of 
the Chalice . . Deaconship by the deliuerie of the booke of 
the Gospels. 1681-6 J . Scott ( hr. Life (1 747 1 1 II. 400 That 
none shall be. . ordained an Elder, till after he had well 
acquitted himself in the Deaconship. 1849-53 Rock Ch. of 
Fathers IV. 53 In due time the Subdeacon was raised to the 
Deaconship. 

t Dea ction. Obs. [ad. L. deaction- em : De- 
1 * 3 .] 

1656 Blount Giossogr., Deaction , a finishing or perfecting. 

Dead (ded), a. {sb. } adv.) Forms: 1-3 ddad, 
2-3 dmd, (3 desed), 2-7 ded, (4 deede, deid, 
did, Ayenb. dyad, dyead), 4-0 deed, ded©, 5 
deyde, dyde, 6 dedde, 6-7 deade, (5- Sc. deid), 
6 ~ dead. [A common Teut. atlj. ; orig. pple. : 
OE. dead = OFris. dad (YVFris., N Kris, dead 1, 
OS. dod, MDu. dbt(d), Dn. dood, MLG. dbt, dod \ 
LG. dbd, OHG., MHG. t5t (Ger. iodt , tot), ON. 
d at dir (Sw., Da. dod), Goth. daufis OTeut* 
* dau-do-z, pre-Teut. % dhau-to's, pa. pple. from vb. 
s‘em dau- (pre-Teut. dhau-), presented in ON. deyja 
( '.—dau-jan )/ and in OS. dbian, OHS. touwen , to 
Die. The suffix is ^ L. -tus, Gr. -rds, Skr. -tar. 

The suffixal d in OTeut. * dau do- 3 , Eng. dead (pre-Teut. 
*dhajito's , as opposed to the p in dauju-z, death (pre-Teut. 
*dhaie'tus\ shows the influence of the position of the stress 
accent on the Teutonic representation of original breath 
mutes, as set forth in Verner s Law ] 

A. adj. I. Literally, and in senses directly con- 


nected. 

* Said of things that have been alive. 

X. That has ceased to live; deprived of life; in 
that state in which the vital functions and powers 
have come to an end, and are incapable of being 
restored : a. of men and animals. 


Beowulf 939 pa waes Heregar dead min yldra mseg. 
c 1000 Ags. Gasp. Matt. ix. 24 Nys pys maiden dead. 1154 
0 . E. Ckron. (Laud MS.) an. 1135 pat ilc 5am warth pe 
king ded. c 1205 Lay. 19229 Hire lauerd wes died [c 1275 
dead], a 1300 Cursor M. 6x30 (Cott.) Na hus. .pat Jar ne 
was ded [vim deed, dede] man ligand, a 1400 Poems 
Vernon MS. 534 Better is a quik and an hoi hounde pen 
a ded lyon. 3458 in Turner Dorn. Archit. III. 41 To drawe 
a deed body out of a lake. 1592 Shaks. Row. Jut. v. i. 
6 , I dreamt my Lady came and found me dead. 1606 — 
Tr. 6* (■ r. iv. v. 251 Where thou wil hit me dead. x66o 
Boyle New Exp. Phys. Mech. Digress. 360 The Bird . . 
within about a minute more would be stark dead. 1722 De 
Foe Col. Jack <1840) 233 He was shot dead. 3795 Burkf. 
Corr. IV. 239 Dead men, in their written opinions, are 
heard with patience. 1830 Tennyson In Mem. Ixxiv. 1 As 
s. metimes in a dead man’s face. .A likeness.. Comes out — 
to some one of Jus race. 


b. of plants. 

3382 Wyclif Jude 12 Heruest trees with outen fruyt, 
twies deede, drawun up bi the route. 1521 Fisher Wks. 
(1876) 326 As a deed stoke, a tree withouten lyfe. 3855 Ten- 
nyson Maud 1. iii. 34, I. .found The shining daffodil dead. 

c. of parts or organs of animals or plants, 
riooo zElfric Interrog. Sigewulf (A nglia VII. 30), Mid 

#am deadum fellum. 1398 T revisa Barth. De P. R. xvi. 
xciv. 1 1495) 386 Sake fretyth awaye deed flessh. 3484 Caxton 
sEsop v. x, He had kylte awey the dede braunehes fro the 
tre. 1561 Eden Arte Nauig. Pref. r u b, Vnsensate by 
reason of dead flesbe. 1643 J. Steer tr. Exp. Chyrurg. vh. 
27 If. the skin be burnt dead. 1787 C. B. Trye in Med. 
Comntun. II. 354 The absorbents will remove very little of 
dead bone. 1821 Shelley Adonais xvi. The young Spring 
, . threw down Her kindling buds, as if she Autumn were, 
Or they dead leaves. 

d. Specifically used of that which has died of 
itself, instead of being killed or cut down when 
alive, as in dead shell \of a mollusc), dead wood, etc. 

3877 Encycl. Brit . VI. 539 Dead shells appear in some 
cases to be thus employed, but . . in most . . the [Hermit] crab 
kills the mollusk in order to secure its shell. 

®ii To be dead was anciently used in the sense ‘ to 
die \ and later in that of ‘to have died’; also » 


‘ To die at the hands of anyone, to be put to death, 
Le killed’. 

c 1000 Ags. Gosp, Matt. xxii. 24 Gif hwa dead $y%, & beam 
mebbe. c 1205 Lav. 196 After pa feourfler 3ere he was dead. 
c 3340 Cursor At. 14269 (Trin.) Alle that lyuen (k. trow en 
me Deed si ml |»ei neuerbe. <. 3386 Chaucer Prol. 148 Score 
wepte she if any of hem were deed. 1388 Wycuf 2 Cor v. 
34 If oon died for alle, thanne alle weren deed [A’. V. then 
all died]. [1557 Tat ttlts Mi sc . (Arb.) 169, I will be dead at 
once To do my Lady good.] 

338® Wycuf Rom. v. 35 If thorw the gilt of oone many 
ben deed {iire&avm * : Rhem . & R. F. ‘many died*]. 15512 
Shaks. Rom. # Jul. v. iii 230 Alas my liege, my wife is 
dead to night. 1605 — Lears, iii. 292 Your eldest Daughters 
haue fore-done themselues. And desperately are dead, c 3676 
Lady Chawosth in 1 nth Rep. Hist. MSS. Comm. App v. 
34 Lord Chesterfields lady is de id in her child-bed month. 
1784 Johns n Lett. 1 1788) I I, 373 Macbean, after three days 
of illness, is dead of a suppression of urine. 1803 Bf.odoes 
HygHet xi. 75 note, I heard . . that he was dead of scarlet 
fever, 

a 3300 Cursor M. 6688 (Cott.) Qua smites his thain wit 
a wand, And he be deid vnder his hand, c 3375 Sc. Leg. 


Saints , Andreas 8 For one he cors bath ded hai were. 3460 
Cafgrave Chr on. 265 Condempned to be ded as a tretoure. 
c 1477 Caxton Jason 10 How many men and. . women haue 
ben slayn and ded by thy poysons. 

2. Bereft of sensation or vitality ; benumbed, 

insensible, a. Of parts of the body. (Also ftgi) 

See also Dead Palsy. 

a 1225 A ncr. R. 112 A lutel ihurt i J? en ®i e derueS more 
pen deo a muchei iSe hele : vor Jet fleschs is deadure pere. 
1398 1 ’revisa Barth. De P. A. iv. i. U495) 77 Thynges that 
be deed and dystroyed wyth colde. ( 3590 Spenser F. Q. 
j. vii. 21 The messenger of so unhappie newes Would faine 
have dyde : dead was his hart within, 3607 Topsell Ser- 
pentsix 658) 593 They take Serpents in the Winter time, when 
they grow dead and stifle through cold. 3806 Coleridge 
in Flagg Life W. A listen (1893) 77 My head felt like another 
man's head; so dead was it [etc.], 3893 J. Hutchinson 

A rchives Surg. No. 32 III. 311 The liability to ‘ dead fingers’. 
Ibid. 332 This pair of fingers on each hand had been liable 
fur at least two years to become ‘ dead ’ in the morning after 
washing. 

b. Of persons : Deathlike, insensible, in a swoon. 
Obs. Also of sleep, a faint. 

c 1369 Chaucer Dethe Blaunche 127 She. .Was wery, and 
thus the ded slepe Fil on bir. 1598 F i.orio, S 6 pore, a dead 
swoune, deepe sleepe or drousie sicknes. 1610 Shaks. 
Temp. v. i. 230 We were dead of sleepe. 3610 Barrough 
I 1 Ay sick (163,) 1. xx. 30 Coma, may be called in English 
dead sleep. 1666-7 Pefys Diary 7 Feb. (D.), He was fallen 
down all along upon the ground dead, he did presently 
Come to himself. 3753 Fielding Amelia in. ix. (Lb), We 
there beheld the most shocking sight in the world, Miss 
Bath lying dead on the floor.. Miss Bath was at_ length 
recovered. Mod. She fell on the floor in a dead faint. 

3. As good as dead in respect to ^something) ; 
insensible to. 

3340 Ayenb. 240 He ssel by dyead to pe wordle, and libbe 
to god. 1603 ? Makston Pasqnil $ Rath. 1.307 "You are 
dead to natiue pleasures life. 3647 N. Bacon Disc. Govt . 
Eng. 1. lix. (1739' 114 Pie that is in a Monastery is dead to 
all worldly affairs. 1726 Shelvocke Voy. round World 224 
Obstinate fellows who were dead to reason. 1813 Shelley 

Q. Alab v. 33 Sensual, and vile; Dead to all love. 3874 
Green Short Hist. viii. 550 Charles was equally dead to 
the moderation and to the wisdom of this great Act of 
Settlement. 

b. Hence, As good as dead, in some particular 
respect or capacity : spec . in J aw, cut off from civil 
rights and so legally reckoned as dead. 

1730 Pope Let. to Cromwell 17 May, Dead in a poetical 
Capacity, as a damn’d Author ; and dead in a civil Capacity, 
as a useless M ember 1 f the Common- wealth* 3828 W luster, 
Dead. .In law, cut off from the rights of a citizen . as one 
banished or becoming a monk is civilly dead. Blackstone. 

4. Destitute of spiritual life or eneigy. 

3382 Wycuf Epk. ii. 1 Whanne ^e weren deede in ^oure 
giltis and synnes. 3534 Tindale i Tim. v 6 She that 
liveth in pkasure, is deed even yet alive. 3651 Hobbes 
Leviatk. 1. viii. 35 To have no Desire, is to be Dead. 1668 
Howe Bless. Righteous 1825. 206 How often are men the 
deader for all endeavours to quicken them. 1793 Cowper 
Stanzas Yearly Bill of Mortality i, He lives, who lives to 
God alone. And all are dead beside. 3884 J. Parker 
Apost. Life III. iii There is no deader thing unburied. .in 
many places, than the professing Church of Christ. 

5* fig- Of things (practices, feelings, etc.) : No 
longer in existence, or in use ; extinct, obsolete, 
perished, past ; esp. of languages, no longer spoken. 
(See also Dead letter.) 

3591 Shaks. Two Gent . n. vi. 28 My Loue to her is dead. 
3641 J. Jackson True Evang, T. 1, 71 These are dead 
tenets and opinions. 371a Addison Sped. No. 285.1* 5 The 
Works of Ancient Authors, which are written in dead 
languages. 3847 Tennyson 'Prim, vii. 327 My doubts^ are 
dead. 3861 Beresf. Hope Eng. Cathedr 19 vi C. 167 The 
lapse from vernacular to dead tongue services. 3884 J. 
Sh arman Hist. Swearing vi. 102 Seeking to revive this 
dead past. 

** Said of things naturally without life . 

0. Not endowed with life ; inanimate. 

3430 E. E. Wills (1882) 85 AHe necessary's Iongynge to 
housold of dede store. 1534 More On the Passion Wks. 
1274/1 He made it haue a bey.ng, as bathe the dead stone. 
3636 Sanderson Serm. II. 57 Shooting sometimes at a 
dead mark. 371® Addison Sped. No. sip P 6 There are 
some living creatures which are raised but just above dead 
matter. 3857 H. Miller Test. Rocks iii. 156 The long 
ascending line from dead matter to man. 

b. Applied rhetorically, emphasizing the inert 
and negative qualities of mere mattej. 

(In the quot. there are also associations with branch III.) 
<'3380 Wycuf Wks. 11880 23 And Jms J> ese route renneris 
beren he kyngys gold out of oure lend, and bryngen a^en 
deed Led, and heresie and symonye and goddis curse / 

*** Transferred applications of the literal senses. 

7. Composed of dead plants, or of dead wood, as 
a dead hedge or fence (opposed to quickset). 

1563 Hyll A rt Garden. 11593) 7 A. . rude in closure. , made 
of. .bushes hauing no life, which xvee name a dead hedge.. 
3686 Plot Staffordsk. 357 'Fora dead-fence, none, .better 
. . than those heathy-turf walls. • 3728 '."/Douglas : '.in . Phil. 
Trans. XXXV, 567 The Fences consist/ /of. what they cal! 
dead Hedges, " ; or Hurdles to keep out ..'’Cattle. , 1805 
Forsyth Beauties Scot l. I. 524 A dead 'hedge is generally.’' 
placed on the top of the bank. 

8 . Of, pertaining or relating to a dead person, 
animal, plant, etc., or to some one’s death. 

(In some cases not easily separated from the attributive 
use in R. 6, or from dead, northern form of Death.) J 

3580 Sidney Arcadia ii, 11674) 130 (D.) The tomb., which 
they caused to be made for them wirh. notable workman* 
ship, j to preserve their dead lives, # 3595 Shaks. John v, vii. 
65 You breath .these dead newes. in’ as dead an eare. • . 366a 

R, Mathew Uni. AUh. § 89. 340 His water [was] shewn to 


BEAD. 

two Doctors, whose judgement was that it was a dead water ; 
and. -he would die that' night. 1712 J. James tr, Le Blond's 
Gardening 173 It is more difficult to make Plants grow in 
Gaps and dead Places, than in a new Spot. 1791 W. Coomre 
Devil upon Two Slicks (1817) IV. 1S2 It is what the medical 
people call a dead case, .a consultation . .to discover the dis- 
order of which their patient died. 1846 J. Baxter Libi\ 
Tract, Agric . (ed. 4) I. Hop-growing) When a dead hill 

occurs m a garden ., the following is the quickest mode of 
replacing it. 

f 9. Causing death, deadly, mortal. Ohs. 
c 1400 Destr . Troy 1339 In a ded hate. Ibid. 11017 
Pyrrus. . come . . pat doglity to dere with a dede stroke. 
i 6 o 5 Choice, Chance, $c. (xSSx) 72 Beares a dead wound but 
as a little stripe, 1611 Shaks. Wint. T. iv. iv. 445 Thou 
Churle, for this time ( Though full of our displeasure) yet we 
free thee From the dead blow of it. 

10. Devoid of ‘ life 9 or living organisms ; hence, 
barren, infertile, yielding nothing. (Cf. B. 4 .) 

1577 b. Googe Here shack's Flush. (1586) 1. 21 b (marg.\ 
Though the land be as riche as may be, yet yf you goe any 
deapth, you shall have it barren [margin Dead mould). 
1674 N. Fairfax Bulk § Seiv . 186 You cannot dig many 
spades in mold or growthsorn earth, before . you come at 
a dead soyl. 1747 Hooson Miner’s Did. G ij b. Dead [is] 
where there is no Ore . . Deads are the Gear or Work got in 
such dead Places. 1806 Forsyth Beauties Scotl. IV. 57 
A rich friable clay on a bottom of dead sand. 1820 Scoresby 
Acc, A ret, Reg. II. 211 The parallel of 77 0 to 771° is con- 
sidered a ‘dead latitude’ by the fishers, but occasionally it 
affords whales, 1874 Knight Diet Mech., Head-ground 
(Mining), a body of non-metalliferous rock dividing a vein, 
which passes on each side of it. 

II. Deprived of or wanting some ‘vital’ or 
characteristic physical quality. 

11. Without fire, flame, or glow ; extinguished, 
extinct. (Opposed to live , asm live coal.) 

1340 Ayenh. 205 A quic col berninde ope ane hyeape of 
dyade coles. 1530 Palsgr. 212/2 Deed cole, char bon, 16x1 
Shaks. Wint. T. v. i. 68 Starres, Starres, And all eyes else, 
dead coales. 1639 Horn & Rob. Gate Lang. Uni. v. §46 
Wood burning is called a fire-brand; being quenched., 
a dead brand. 1833 H. Coleridge Sonn. xviii, The crack- 
ling embers on the hearth are dead. 1884 Illust. Land. 
News 19 Jan. 66/3 Putting his dead cigar in his mouth and 
puffing as though it had been alight. 

12. Having lost its active quality or virtue. 

a. Of drink, etc. : That has lost its sharpness, | 
taste, or flavour ; flat, vapid, insipid. ? Ohs. 

155a PIuloet, Dead, pale, or vinewed to be, as wyne 
which hath lost his verdure, mnceo. 1580 Baret A tv. D 
132 Dead and vnsauorie salt. 1596 dhow's. Saffron Walden 
xi 5 A cup of dead beere, that had stood pawung by him in 
a pot three dayes. 1607 Topsell Four-/. Beasts (1673) 430 
If., it [Musk] lose the savour and be dead. 1664 Evelyn 
Pomona Advt., It will not ferment at all, and then the Cider 
will be dead, fiat, and soure. 1747 Wesley Prim. Physic 
(1765) 68 D’p a soft Rag in dead small Beer. 

b. Dead lime : opposed to quick-lime ; dead 
steam , exhausted steam. 

1831 Mech. Mar. XVI. 79 In certain circumstances 
carbonate of lime is changed by burning into lime which 
does not heat with water, and which is called dead lime, 
1874 Knight Did. Mech., Dead steam. 

13. Without colour or brightness: +a. Of the 
countenance, etc. : Deadly pale, wan. Ohs. 

C1386 Chaucer Doctor's T. 209 With a face deed as aisshen 
colde. r 1430 Lydg. Bockas m. xx. 91b, With pale and 
dead visage. 1500-20 Dunbar Tua Mariit Wemen 420, 

I dnip with a ded hike, in my dale habit. 1567 R. Edwards 
Damon <$* Pithias in Had. Dodsley IV. 98 Why is thy 
colour so dead? 1604 Shaks. Oth. 11. iii. 177 Honest lago, 
that lookes dead with greening. 1S68 Bryden Maiden 
Quern ir. i, The dead colour ©fiber face. 

b. Of colour, etc. : Without brightness, dull, 
lustreless. (See also Dead colour.) 

1640 Parkinson Theat. Bot. 483 Such like flowers, but of 
a sadder or deader colour. 1720 Be Foe Capt, Singleton 
viu. (1840) 138 A thick moss ., of a blackish dead colour. 
18015-X7 R. Jameson Char, Mm, 59 The principal colours are 
divided into two series, .bright colours, [and) dead colours; 
red, green, blue, and yellow belong to the first ; and white, 
grey, black, and brown, to the second. 1855 Brimley Ess. 

58 The deader green of ordinary foliage. 1874 Knight 
Diet. Mech., Dead-gold, the unburnished surface of gold or 
gold-leaf. .Parts of objects are frequently left unburnished 
as a foil to the. .burnished portions, 1883 J. Millington 
Are we to read backwards ? 93 Paper of a brown or yellow 
tint, with a dead or non-reflecting surface. 

14. Of sound : Without resonance, dull, muffled. 

CX530 Ld. Berners Artk. Lyt. Bryi. (1814) 289 The lady 

called them again, but . . very softely, for it. was with a dead 
voice. 1580 Baret A Iv. D1.31 Ones voice., neither dead in 
sowne, nor ouer shrill. 1660 Boyle New Exp. Phys. Mech. 
xxvii. 209 The Bell seem'd to sound more dead. 1675 Wood 
Life{ Ox f. Hist. Soc.) II. 332 They being so cast, several! 
were found to be ugly dead bells.: 371a F, T. Shorthand 5 
The sound of D being like a flat dead T. 1783 Blagden in 
Phil. Trans. LXXIlf. 332 A solid, .metallic mass, .yielding 
a dull dead sound like that metal [lead]. 1847 Mrs. Sher- 
wood Fairchild Pam. III. viii. no A dead sound of some 
heavy, though soft body, in the. .act of falling. 

15 . Not fulfilling the normal and ostensible pur- 
pose. (See also dead- door (ia D. 2), Dkad-eyb, 
Dead-ltght x, Dead WEbb 2.) 

1806 Forsyth Beauties Scotl. IV. 381 A , . bridge . . over 
the water of Bervie, the dead arches of which have been 
fitted up as a town-hall 1874 Knight Did. Mech., Dead 
. ,2. False ; as of imitation doors and windows, put in as 
architectural devices to balance parts. 

III. Without animation, vigour, or activity ; 
inactive, quiet, dull. 

10, Without vigour or animation, lifeless, 

axooo Seafarer 65 (Bosw.) Me hatran sind Dryhtnes 
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dreamas Sonne Sis deade iif. c r4za Hoccleve Learn to Die 
714 Where is your help now, where is your chiertee?. .al as 
deed is as a stoon ? 1579 Tomson Calvin's Serm. Tim. 691/1 
To shewe that wee are Gods true seruants we must not go to 
work with a dead hand (as the prouerb is'. 1646 H. Law- 
rence Comm. Angells i6j Patience without hope is the 
deadest thing in the world, c 1665 Mrs. Hutchinson Mem. 
Col, Hutchinson 24 Or can be gathered from a bare dead 
description, *217x9 Addison (J. 1 , How cold and dead does 
a prayer appear, .when it is not heightened by solemnity of 
phrase from the sacred writings. 1856 Emerson Eng. Traits , 
Race Wks, (Bohn) II. 22 Active intellect and dead con- 
servatism. ■ # , 

17. Without active force or practical effect ; in- 
effectual, inoperative. (See also Dead letter i.) 

c 1380 Wyclif Wks. (x88o) 22 3 if it be ded feij> as fendis han. 
c 1400 Apol. Loll. 3 Seynt Jam sei>, Fei> wij? outun werkis 
is deed. 1548 in Vicarys Anal. (1888) App. iii. 133 Good 
and necessarye ordres . .with-out the which, all lawes and 
ordenaunces . . ar butt baryn, ded, and vayne, 1647 N. 
Bacon Disc. Govt. Eng. 1. xvi, Nor was this a dead word ; 
for the people had formerly a trick of deposing their Kings. 
1843 J. H. Newman Par. Serm. VI. xii. 179 To have been 
so earnest for a dead ordinance. 

18. Characterized by absence of physical activity, 
motion, or sound; profoundly quiet or still. 
(Cf. B. 2 .) 

1548 Hall Citron. 107 In the dedde tyme of the night. 
1573 G. Harvey Leiter-bk. (Camden) 12 It was in the 
deadist time of winter. 1603 Shaks. Mens, for M. iv. ii. 67 
’Tis now dead midnight, a x6xo Knolles ij.), They came 
in the dead winter to Aleppo. 1863 Kinglake Crimea 
(1876) I, xiv. 294 The dead hours of the night. 

19. Without alertness or briskness, inert. 

1884 St. J allies' s Gas. 4 Apr. 6/1 His recovery [in rowing] 
is dead, but his work strong. 

20. Without commercial, social, or intellectual 
activity ; inactive, dull. (Of places, seasons, trade, 
etc.). 

1581 Riche Farewell (Shaks. Soc.) 11 Traffique is so dead 
by meanes of thes foraine broiles, that [etc.]. 16x5 Stephens 
Satyr. Ess. (ed. 2) 193 As much leasure . . in the most busie 
Terme, as in the deadest Vacation. 1665 Surv. Aff. Netherl. 
25 Complaints against dead Trade. 1676 Temple Let. to 
Sir IV. Godolphin Wks. 1731 II. 395 This Place is now as 
dead as I have seen any great Town. 1758 Johnson Idler 
No. 55 v* 10 Some [publishers] never had known such a dead 
time. 1774 Foote Cozeners 11. Wks. 1790 II. x6i The town 
is thin, and business begins to grow dead. 1883 Froudk in 
Mrs. Carlyle's Lett. I. 59 It was the dead season; but 
there were a few persons still in London. 

b. Of capital or stock : Dying commercially 
inactive or unemployed, unproductive. 

1 1570-1 Gresham Let. 7 Mar. in Burgon Life II. 421 There 
is yet in the Towre xxv or xxx M U. m Spannyshe monney ; 
which is great pity should lye there dead and put to no use, 
x6aa Malvnes Anc. Law-Merch, 325 They will not keep 
it by them as a dead stocke . . they must imploy it in trade. 
1691 Locke Lower. Interest 7 That so none of the money. , 
may lie dead. 1708 Lend. Gaz. No. 4419/6 A considerable 
quantity of Arms and Ammunition, which were the dead 
Stock of the African Company. 1729 Franklin Ess. Wks. 
(1840) II. 267 The money, which otherwise would have lain 
dead in their hands, is made to circulate again. 1813 Sir S. 
Romiu.y in Examiner 15 Feb, xor/a A fund, out of which 
part of this salary was proposed to be paid, was the Dead 
Fund, amounting to 9000/. x8i8 Jas, Mill Brit. India 
I. 1. iii. 44 The dead stock, as it is technically called. 

c. Of goods : Dying unsold, unsaleable, for 
which there is no market. 

1669-70 Dkyden Tyrannic Love v. i. And all your goods 
lie dead upon your hands. i68r R. Knox Hist. Ceylon in 
Arb. Garner I, 390 And now caps were become a very dead 
commodity, 1879 Hibbs in Cassells Techn. Educ. IV, 263/2 
A large quantity of finished articles lying as dead stock in 
the market. 

21. Of a ball in a game : Inactive (for the time 
being), out of play. 

1658 Osborn Adz/. Sou (1673) 104 A place that seems 
equally inclined to different Opinions, I would advise to 
count it as Bowlers do, for dead to the present understand- 
ing. 1828 Boy's Own Bk. Diversions i ed, 2*55 If any player 
shall stop the ball intentionally, .it shall then be considered 
dead. 1844 kaws °f Cricket xxxiii, If any fieldsman stop 
the ball with his hat, the ball shall be considered dead. 
1868 W. J, Whitmore Croquet Tact. 9 The term ‘ dead * 
ball is borrowed from cricket, and means the ball which, 
having just been played, has nothing actively to do for one 
turn. 

IV. Without motion (relatively or absolutely). 

22. Of water, air, etc, ; Without motion or cur- 
rent ; still, standing. (See also Dead water.) 

a 1000 Gnomica (Exon.l 79 (Gr„) Deop deada dyrnc biS 

lengest, a 1552 Leland Collect. (1774 > I I. 546 The Water of 
Forth beyond Banokesburne, a deade depe Water. x6ox 
Holland Pliny (1634) 1 . 55 The dead and slow finer Araris. 
1653 W alton A nglerox As he [the Trout] growes stronger, he 
gets from the dead, still water, into the sharp streames and 
•. the .gravel 1861 Hughes Tom Brown atOxf xxxvl (1880) 
357 The wind had fallen dead. 1867 Baker Nile I rib. n. 

2 The banks . . had evidently been overflowed during floods, 
ut at the present time the river was dead, 
b. Mining. Having no current of air, unventi- 
lated, 

1867 W. W. Smith Coal h Coalmining 27 It would leave 
the mass of the openings inside of the working * lords ’ dead 
or stagnant. 

28. Said of parts of machines or apparatus which 
do not themselves rotate or move. (Cf. also dead- 
rope (in D. 2), Dead-centre 2, -line i.) 

1807 Gregory Mechanics II. 474 One of these pulleys 
called the dead pulley is fixed to the axis and turns with it. 
*874 Knight Did. Meek ., Dead.. 3. Motionless; as the 
dead' spindle of & lathe, which does not rotate. ■ . 
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24 . Characterized by complete and abrupt cessa- 
tion of motion, action, or speech ; as a dead stop, a 
sudden complete stop. 

1647 Ward Simp. Colter 19 Others . . are at a dead stand. 
17 65 Sterne Tr. Shandy VII. xliii, My mule made a dead 
point. 1775 Mad. D’Arblay Early Diary, Lett. Dr. 
Burney Mar., My poor book— at a dead stop now. 1853 
Lytton My Novel r. xi, There was a dead pause. x86r 
Dickens Gt. Expect, ix, The answer spoilt his joke, and 
brought him to a dead stop. 

b. Characterized by abrupt stoppage of motion 
without recoil ; cf. Dead beat sh . 1 

1761 Hirst in Phil. Trans. LI I. 396 It did not stop in 
winding up, and scaped dead seconds. 1768 tr. P. Le Roy's 
A ttempis for finding Longitude a 9 [The escapement] of my 
watches is a dead one. 1874 Knight Did. 'Mech., Dead- 
stroke hammer, a power-hammer^ which delivers its blow 
without being affected by the recoil of the shaft. 

V, Unrelieved, unbroken ; absolute; complete; 
utmost. 

These senses arise out of several of the preceding (cf. x8» 
22, 241; and in some cases there is a blending of two or 
more notions. 

25 . Of a wall, level, etc. : Unbroken, unrelieved 
by breaks or interruptions ; absolutely uniform and 
continuous. 

In dead level there is at once the. sense 1 unrelieved un- 
varied, monotonous', and that of ‘having no fall or inclina- 
tion in any direction, absolute *. 

1597 Bacon Coalers Good Evil (ArbJ 143 It seemeth ,, 
a shorter distance . . if it be all dead and continued, then if 
it haue trees or buildings or any other markets whereby the 
eye may deuide it. 1670 Dkyden Cong, Granada 11. m, i, 
By the dead wall, you, Abdelmelech, wind. 174* Pork 
Dune. iv. 268 We bring to one dead level every nurn .1 x86o 
Tyndall Glac. 1. xxii. 153, I become more weary upon 
a dead level , . than on a steep mountain side. zB68 Yates 
Rock Ahead 11. i. On every hoarding and dead-wall 1887 
Lowell Democr. 19 To reduce all mankind to a dead level 
of mediocrity, 

f b. Flat. Ohs. 

1782 Specif. Conway's Patent No. 1310. 2 Tire oven, .has 
a dead or flat hearth. 

26 . Of calm or silence : Profound, deep (passing 
into the sense of ‘complete, absolute *; from 18), 

1673 Ln. Shafts bury m Coll, of Poems 248 That we may 
not be tossed with boisterous winds, nor overtaken by 
a sudden dead Calm. 1783 Blagden in Phil. Trans. 
LXXMD 354 A dead silence on the subject seems to have 
prevailed. 1839 T. Beale Sperm Whale 205 There was 
a ‘dead calm ’. . not a breath of wind stirring. 1847 'Fenny- 
son Princ, iv. 371 We heard In the dead hush the papers 
that she held Rustle. 

27 . Said of the lowest or stillest state of the tide, 
as dead low water, dead neap: cf. 31. 

1561 [see Dead-water 3]. 1589 Greene Menaphm I Arb.) 
29 The Ocean at las deadest ebbe return » to a full tide. x6ao 
Capt, Smith A aid. Vug. Seamen 17 A lows water, a dead 
lovvewater. a 1641 Sfelman Hist. Sacrilege (*698) 285 
Such a dead Neipe « as they call it as no Man living was 
known to have seen the like, the Sea fell so far back, from the' 
Land at Hunstanton. 1679 Dkyden Trail. <f* Cr, Pref., At 
high-flood of passion, even in the dead ebb, and lowest 
water-mark of the scene. 1724 Land. Cm. No, 6290/3 At dead 
Low-Water upon a Spring Tide. xSop Renhell in Phil. 
Trans. XCIX. 403 note, The .. accident; happened at dead 
neaps. 1857 Livingstone Tratu xxxii. 669, I crossed it at 
dead low- water, 

28 . In dead pull, dead si ram, applied to the ab- 
solute or utmost, exertion of strength to move art 
inert or resisting body; sheer; also, to such tension 
exerted without producing motion. See also Dead- 
lift. 

1812 6 Playfair Nat. Phil. (181:9) I. 109 line weight 
which the animal exerting itself to the utmost, or at a dead 
pull, is just able to overcome. 1855 Bain Smses Int. u. 
ii. § 12 This power taking the form of movement as dis- 
tinct from dead strain. *857 .Whewell Hist. Induct. Sc, 
I. 73 We may have pressure without motion^, or dead pull 
. . as at the : critical instant when two nicely-matched 
wrestlers are balanced by the exertion of the utmost strength 
of each. 1890 R. L, Gildersleeve Ess. St mi, 64 There 
are things that must be learned by a dead pull. 

29 . Pressing with its full or unrelieved weight 
like an inanimate or inert body ; see Dead-weight. 

*78* Cower*. Truth 354. But royalty, nobility, ami state, 
Are such a dead, preponderating weight. 

80 . Said of a charge, expense, loss ; Unrelieved, 
absolute, complete, utter ; also., of outlay, 'Unpro- 
ductive, without returns. Dead rent : a fixed rent 
which remains as a constant and unvarying charge 
upon a mining concession, etc. 

a 5715 Burnet Own Time (1883) I, 459 The. Intrinsic 
wealth of the .nation was very high when it could answer 
such a dead, charge. 3:757 Jos, Harris Coins 79 The defi- 
ciency upon the coins is so much dead tons to the public, 
1796 Burks Higic. Peace l Wks, VI ID 15,8 It required 
; a dead expence of three Millions sterling, 3,825 Scorr Let, 
25 May in Lockhart, I am a sharer to. the extent of £ *,§©0 
on a railroad, which will, .double, the rent, .but is dead out* 
lay in the mean 'time, .1826 Cobsett Rur, Rides (1885) II, 
.7 Those colonies are a dead expense to m without a po&tt- 
oilky 'of their ever being of any use, ■ *803; Sit J,"W, Cmrrv. 
in Law Timm. Rep, LX VI if. 428/2 'The .royalty reserved 
was fourpence a ton . .the dead rent wmi 30/,. a year. 

81 . Absolute, complete, entire, thorough, down- 
right .■ [Arising out of various earlier ie»«e§,] 

1660 Sharrock Vegetables 20 'fill the seed . . lie come to 
ft full and 'dead ripenesses. ■ *766' Golosh, Vic W. xii, I. had 
them a dead bargain. *805 Scott Let, to % Mailmym 
1 a Apr., This is a dead, secret., tiy®. Print, Trades frmi, 
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No. 25. 15 We know to a dead certainty tkat [etc.]. 1883 
Century Mag. XXV. 372/2, I am in dead earnest. 

lb. Quite certain, sure, unerring. (Cf. dead cer- 
tainty in prec. sense.) Dead shot , one whose aim 
Is certain death ; so dead on the bird. 

a 159a Greene Jas . IV, m. i. 203/1 , 1 am dead at a pocket 
sir.. I can..picke a purse as soone as any theefe in my 
countrie. 1681 Chetham Angler's Vade-m. x. §4 (1689) 104 
It’s a dead Bait for a Trout. 2776 F. Marion in Harper's 
Mag-. Sept. (1883) 547/2 It was so dead a shot they none of 
them said a word. 1826 Miss Mitfokd Village Ser. n. 
(1863) 330 A silent, stupid, and respectable country gentle- 
man, a dead vote on one side of the House. 1848 Thackeray 
Bk. Snobs vii, He is a dead hand at piquet. 1852 Dickens 
Bleak Ho. xxvi, With a gun in his hand, with much the air 
of a dead shot. 1874 Dasent Half a Life II. 227 Those 
who do so. .are almost always dead plucks. 

c. Exact. 

Mod. Iron bars cut to a dead length are charged a little 
more. 

d. Direct, straight. Dead wind (Naut.) : a wind 
directly opposed to the ship’s course. (Cf. C. 3.) 

1881 Daily Tel. 28 Jan., It was a dead head wind. _ 1888 
Harper's Mag. July 184 Keeping the sight of my rifle in 
a dead line for Gobo’s ribs. 

VI. 32 . Phrases, a. Dead and gone (usually 
in literal sense). 

1482 Monk of Evesham cArh.) 62 He fownde me ded and 
gonne. 1523 Skelton Carl. Laurel 1247 Cf one Adame all a 
knave, dede and gone. 1603 Shaks . Ham. iv. v, 29 He is 
dead and gone Lady, he is dead and gone. 1737 Pope Hot. 
Epist. n. 1. 34 Advocates for folly dead and gone. 1840 
Dickens Barn. Budge xix, When she was dead and gone, 
perhaps they would be sorry for it. 

b. Dead as a door-nail , dead as a herring: com- 
pletely or certainly dead. 

c 1350 Will. Paleme 628 For but ich haue bote of mi bale 
I am ded as_ dorenail. 1362 Langl, P. PL A. 1. 161 Fey 
withouten fait is febelore J?en noujjt, And ded as a dore-nayl. 
1593 Shaks. 2 Hen. VI, iv. x. 42 If I doe not leaue you all 
as dead as a doore naile. [1398 Shaks. Merry W. n. Hi. 
12 By gar, de herring is no dead, so as I vill kill him,] 1664 
Butler Hud . n. iii. 1148 Hudihras, to all appearing. 
Believ’d him to be dead as Herring. 1680 Otway Cains 
Marius 57 As dead as a Herring, Stock-fish, or Door-nail. 
1856 Reade Never too late lx, Ugh ! what, is he, is he — Dead 
as a herring. 1884 Pall Mall G. 29 May 5/2 The Congo 
treaty may now be regarded as being as dead as a doornail. 

c. Dead horse : see Horse. 

d. To wait for dead men's shoes : see Shoe. 

®H The compar. deader and superl. deadest are in 
use where the sense permits ; chiefly in transf and 
fg. senses (e.g. 4, 16, above). 

B. sbP (or absol.) 

1. a. sing. One who is dead, a dead person. 
Formerly with a , and with possessive dead’s (dedes, 
dedis). b. pi. The dead. 

c 1175 Lamb. Horn. 51 Al swa me deac 5 hi J>e deade. c 1340 
Cursor M. 18043 (Trim) pat dede [Lazarus] from dej? to lif 
be di^t. 1340 Ayenb. 258 Huanne me yAf> here ane byrie 
bet is tokne J?et ]>er is wypine a dyad. 1465 Past on Lett. 
No. 510 II. 202 Tochyng the savacyon of the dedys gode. 
1529 S. Fish Supplic. Beggers 2 Or elles they will accuse 
the dedes frcndes. 1601 Shaks. Jut. C. nr. ii. 131, I rather 
choose To wrong the dead . . Then I will wrong such 
Honourable men. 1691 tr. EmiUannP s Frauds Rom. 
Monks 32 The Dead, raising himself the third and last 
time. 1850 Tennyson In Mem. lxxxv, So hold I commerce 
with the dead ; Or so methinks the dead would say. 

c 1000 Ags. Gasp. Matt, viii. 22 And Imt deade bebyrijean 
hyra deadan. c 1200 Trin. Coll. Horn. 23 To demen pe quike 
and pe deade. 1426 Audelay Poems 7 V ysyte the seke . . And 
herd the ded. 1661 Cowley Disc. Govt . O. Cromwell, The 
Monuments of the Dead. 1776 Adam Smith IV. N. v. ii. 
(1869) II. 453 The transference of . . property from the dead 
to the living, 184a Tennyson Two Voices Ixix, Nor canst 
thou show the dead are dead. 

c. From the dead [orig. tr. Lat. a ?nortui$, Gr. 
(k ve/cpouv, airij tu>o vcicpwv in N. T.] ; from among 
those that are dead ; hence nearly - from death. 

C950 Lindisf. Gosp. John ii. 22 MiftSy uutudlice arise# 
from deadum. 1340 Ayenb. 263 pane pridde day a-ros urani 
pe dyade. . 1557 N. T. (Genev.) Rom. xi. 15' What shal the 
receauing of them be, buq lyfe from the dead ? 1652 

Gataker Antinom. 5 His rising from the ded. 1722 De 
Foe Col. Jack (1840) 299 This was a kind of life from the 
dead to us both. 186a Trollope Ortey F. xiii, Her voice 
sounded, .like a voice from the dead. 

2 . * Dead period, season, or stage. Dead of night, 
of winter : the time of intensest stillness, darkness, 
cold, etc. ; = ‘ depth’ (of winter), f Dead of neap , 
the extreme stage of neap tide. (Cf. A. 18, 27.) 

1548 'Hall Ckrom. 109 b, In the dedde of the night . . he 
Brake up 'his canape and fled, 1583 Stanyhukst Mneis iy. 
(Arb.i 1x3 N.eere toe dead of midnight yt drew. 2602 Shaks. 
Twel. N.i. v. 290 Euen in the dead of night. 1613 Sh&rley 
Truth Persia 4 My Journey was under-taken in the dead' of 
winter. 1793 : Sm baton Edystone L. § 266 At dead of neap, 
when the tides run. less rapid. ^ 1807-8 W. Irving Salmag. 
xx, (i860) 452 In the dead of winter, when nature is without 
charm. 1840 Macaulay Clive (1867)' 25 At dead of night, 
Clive marched out of the fort, 
t 3 . =s Dead heat, Obs. 

" '*$3$ Quarles Rmbl. x. &>,), Mammon well follow’d, Cupid, 
bravely led.;. Both touchers ; equal fortune makes a dead, 
4 . Mining. Deads . ; earth, or rock containing no 
ore (see A, to)-.; :esp.m thrown out or heaped to- 
gether in the course of working. 

1653 Manlove R hymed Ckron. 271 Deads, Meets, 'Groves, 
1671 Phil. Trans. VL 2102 By Deads here 'are meant, 
'that part of the Shelf which contains .no -metal, ''1757 


Borlase Ibid. L. 503 Noise, .as if a studdle had broke, and 
the deads were set a running {note, Loose rubbish and 
broken stones of the mine]. 2852 Kingsley Yeast xiii. (D.), 

A great furze-croft, full of deads (those are the earth-heaps 
they throw out of the shafts), 
f 5 . U. S. college slang. A complete failure in 
4 recitation Obs. 

a 2856 Harvard Reg. 378 in B. H. Hall College Wds. <$• 
Customs, One must stand up in the singleness of his ig- 
norance to understand all the mysterious feelings connected 
with a dead. 1857 Harvard Mag. Oct. 332, I had made 
a dead that day, and my Tutor’s rebuke had touched my 
pride. 

f 0 . The absolute sense is also used attrib as in 
dead money , money paid for saying masses for the 
dead ; dead list , list of the dead, etc. See various 
examples under D. 1, 2. 

Grammatically, these pass back again into the adjective 
uses in A, from which, in some cases, they are not easy to 
separate, as dead meat , the flesh of slaughtered animals, or 
flesh which is itself dead (in sense x) ; dead wool, the wool of 
dead or slaughtered sheep. 

2476 Churchw. Acc. Croscombe (Somerset Rec. Sec.) 5 
There is left of the ded money. .xIvt* j *. 1692 Luttrell 
Brief Ret. (1857) II, 544 Some in the dead list were 
not killed, but made prisoners, a 1845 Mrs. Bray Narleigh 
xtii. (1884) 304 Examined into by the ‘ dead jury’, for so 
was an inquest termed, at the date of our tale. 1851 May- 
hew Loud. Labour I. 177 ‘Dead salesmen’. .that is, the 
market salesmen of the meat sent . . ready slaughtered. 1867 
Smyth Sailor's Word-bk. s.v., Persons dying on board, .are 
cleared from the ship’s books by a dead-ticket, which must 
be filled up in a similar manner to the sick- ticket. 1880 
Victorian Rev. Feb. 664 Unlimited supplies of dead beef 
available for export from the United States. 

C. adv. 

1. In a manner, or to a degree, characteristic of or 
suggesting death ; with extreme inactivity, stillness, . 
etc.; utterly, profoundly, absolutely (as dead asleep, \ 
dead calm ) ; to extremity, * to death. ’ (as dead mm, 
dead tired). Cf. also dead sick (in D. 2), Dead 
drunk, etc. 

Often connected with the^ qualified word by a hyphen, and 
thus passing into combinations. 

[1393 Gower Conf. III. 250 Wherof she swouned in his 
honde, And as who saith lay dede oppressed.] 1396 R. 
L[inche} Diella (1877) 61 Leaden-footed griefe, Who 
neuer goes but with a cead-slowe pace, a 1631 Laud 
Serm. (1847) 125 Elias bid them cry iouder; their God was 
* asleep ’ , . Yes, dead asleep. 1637 Rutherford Lett. (1862) 

I. 267 Deferred hopes need not make me dead-sweir (as we 
used to say). 1727 Bradley Fam. Diet. s.v. Hart , Dead 
run deer have upon occasion taken very great leaps. 1818 
Keats Endynt. 1. 405 As dead-still as a marble man. 1840 
R. H. Dana Bef. Mast x. 24 In a few minutes it fell dead 
calm. 1842 Mrs. Carlyle Lett. I. 157 For all so dead- 
weary as l lay down. /bid. I. 160 Whether I fainted, or 
suddenly fell dead-asleep. 1861 Hughes Tom Brown at 
Oxford vi. (1889) 51 To drive into Farringdon. .both horses 
dead done up. 2881 Times 25 July 4/5 Her engines were 
going dead slow. 

b. With absolute or abrupt cessation of motion 
(or speech). (Cf. A. 24.) 

1856 Whyte Melville Kate Cans., My companion stopped 
dead short and concealed her blushes in a glass of champagne. 
1865 Dickens Mnt. Fr. u. iv, He stopped dead. 

c. With the full weight of an inert body. (Cf. 
A. 29.) 

1875 J. C. Wilcocks Sea Fisherman 83 What is this on 
my line which hauls as dead as if I had hooked a weed ? 

2 . Hence more generally : Utterly, entirely, abso- 
lutely, quite. (Cf. A. 31.) 

1589 N Ashe A httond for Parra 1 5 b, Oh he is olde dogge at 
expounding, and deade sure at a Catechisme. 1741 Richard- 
son Pamela (1824) I. 62 A dead- spiteful, grey, goggling eye. 
1826 Disraeli Viy. Grey 1. v, He cut the Doctor quite dead 
to-day. 1857 R. Tomes Amer. in Japan ix. 196 Before the 
rice is ‘dead ripe’, i860 Hook Lives A bps. (1862) II. ii. 
93 Only one horse ..which soon became dead lame. 1888 
Greenwkll Gloss. Coat Tr. Terms Norihumb. <$* Durh. 
(ed. 3) 2 The small coals . . are then passed over a second 
skreen, [to separate] the nuts . . and the dead small, or duff 
which falls through the skreen. 

3 . Directly, straight. Dead against : lit in 
a direction exactly opposite to one’s course (so 

I dead on end) ; fig. (in a way) directly or utterly 
opposed to. (Cf. A. 31 d.) 

1800 C. Sturt in Naval Chron. IV. 394 Carrying me dead 
upon the Shambles. 1840 Dickens Barn. Fudge xxxiii. 
The wind and rain being dead against me. 2840 R. H. 
Dana Bef Mast iv. 7 We continued running dead before 
the wind. 2851 Dixon IV. Penn ix, (1872)77 The council- 
lors were dead against his prayer. 1873 J. C. Wilcocks 
Sea Fisherman 109 Observing . . that . . the wind was dead 
on end, and the sail ‘would not be a ha’porth of good’, 

D. Combinations (of the adj. or sb.). 

1 . General combs, a. With other adjectives or 
participles (in adjectival or advb. const.) = ‘ so as to 
be or seem dead, as if dead, to death, etc/, as in 
dead-blanched » -cold, -drifting, -frozen , - grown , 
-heavy, -killing, - live (cf. Dead-alive), -living, 
-seeming, -set, -sounding, -speaking, - wounded ; 
b. parasynthetie, as dead-coloured \ -eyed, Dead- 
hearted ; c. attributive combs, of the sb. «* ‘ of 
the dead as f de&d-burier, dead-land. 

2879 Browning Halbert 4 Hob 42 Temples, late black, 
Mead-blanched. 1535 Coverdale Ezek. xxxix. 14 They 
shal ordene men also to be Meedburiers. 2622 Beaum. 
4 r Fl. Maid’s 'Brag, it. it, Two Mead-cold aspicks. 2622, 
Cotgr., Blaime, pale .. whitish, *dead coloured. 1828 
Keats Etidym. m. 412 A swoon Left me ’’dead-drifting to 


that fatal power. 2570 Ane Tragedie 16 in Sat. Poems 
Ref. (1890) I. 83 Paiil of the face. .*Deid eyit, dram lyke, 
disfigurat was he. 2594 Kyd Cornelia n. in Hazl. Dodslcy 
V. 290 My Mead-grown joys. 2829 Keats Sonn., Picture 
of Leandcr, See how his body dips *Dead-heavy. 2593 
Shaks. Lucr. 540 With a cockatrice Mead-killing eye, 2594 
— Rich. Ill, iv. i. 36 This dead-killing newes. 1871 Tylor 
Print. Cult. 1 1 . 281 Mictlanteuctli, ruler of the dismal ’’dead- 
land in the shades below. 2391 Sylvester Du Bartas 1, 
iii. 945 Th’admired Adamant, Whose ’’dead-live power my 
Reasons power doth dant. 2605 Ibid. 11. iii. Lawe 694 
(D.) He smot the sea with his Mead-liuing rod. 1598 Ibid. 
ir. i. Imposture 260 ’’Dead-seeming coals but quick. 2820 
Scott Monast. iii, Her quivering lip, and Mead-set eye. 
2726 Leoni Albertis Archil . L 42a, Of Stones, some, .are 
heavy and sonorous; others are. .light, and Mead sounding. 
2398 Sylvester Du Bartas n. ii. tv. Columnes 717 The 
Guide of supplest fingers On (living-dumb, Mead-speaking) 
sinnew-singers. c 2400 Dcstr. Troy 6528 All )>at met hym . . 
Auther dyet of his dynttes, or were Med wondit. 

2 . Special combs, dead angle (JFortif), * any 
angle of a fortification, the ground before which is 
unseen, and. therefore undefended from the parapet* 
(Stocqueler Mild. EncycV , ) ; f dead-birth. : see 
Birth 3 b ; dea*d-cart, a cart in which dead 
bodies are carried away (e.g. during pestilence) ; 
dea^d-clothes, the clothes in which the dead are 
dressed ; dead dipping, a process by which a 
4 dead 1 or dull surface is given to ornamental brass- 
work (Ure Diet. Arts 1875); also dead-dipped 
ppl. a. ; dead doors (Naut.), doors fitted to the out- 
side of the quarter-gallery doors, to keep out water 
in case the quarter-gallery should be carried away 
(Weale 1850) ; dead-dress 3= dead-clothes ; dead- 
end, a closed end of a water-pipe, passage, etc., 
through which there is no way ; also attrib. ; dead- 
file * dead-smooth file ; dead fin, name for the 
second dorsal fin of a salmon ; dea*d-fire, the lumi- 
nous appearance called St. Elmo's Fire, supersti- 
tiously believed to presagedeath; dead-flat (Naut .) , 
that timber or frame in a ship that has the greatest 
breadth; the midship-bend (Weale 1850) ; dead- 
freight, the amount paid for that part of a vessel 
not occupied by cargo, when the vessel is chartered 
for a lump sum ; dea-d-hole (see quots. and cf. 
Dead-well 1) ; dea*d- 3 iouse, a building or room 
in which dead bodies are kept for a time, a mor- 
tuary ; dead-latch, (see quot.) ; dead march, a 
piece of solemn music played at a funeral proces- 
sion, esp. at a military funeral ; a funeral march ; 
dea’d-ofllce, the office or service for the burial of 
the dead ; dead oil, a name given to those pro- 
ducts of the distillation of coal-tar which are heavier 
than water ; also called heavy oil ; dead-plate, an 
migrated iron plate at the mouth of a furnace, on 
which coal is coked before being pushed upon the 
grate; f dea*d-pledge = Mortgage ; dea-d-rrsmg 
(Naut.), 4 those parts of a ship's floor or bottom, 
throughout her whole length, where the floor-tim- 
ber is terminated upon the lower futtock * (Falconer, 
Mar. Diet. 1830) ; dea’d-room, a room in which 
dead bodies are kept ; dead rope, (a) a rope that 
does not run in a block or pulley (Phillips 1706) ; 
cf. A. 23 ; (b) a bell-rope working on a half- wheel, 
for chiming ; dead-share (see quot. 1867, and cf. 
Dead ray) ; dead sheave, 4 a scored aperture in 
the heel of a top-mast, through which a second 
top-tackle pendant can be rove' (Smyth, Sailor's 
Word-bk.) ; dead-shore (see quot.) ; dead-sick a., 
(a) as sick as one can be, prostrate with sickness ; 
t (b) sick unto death, death-sick (common in Cover- 
dale) ; t dea*d-slayer, one guilty of manslaughter ; 
dead-smooth a., said of the finest quality of file ; 
dead-space : see quot. ; dead-stroke (Billiards)^ 
see quot. ; dea*d-struck, *j* -strooken ppl. a., 
struck dead; fig. struck with horror, paralyzed, 
etc. ; f dead-sweat, the cold sweat of death : 
*= death-sweat ; dea*d-tops, a disease . of. trees ' (see 
quot.) ; hence dead-top attrib. ; dead- turn : see 
quot. ; f dead wed (Sc. wad) = Mortgage. See 
also following words. Dead-alive to Dead- work. 

16% Cooke Marrow Chirurg. vn. ii. 269 The round [Birth* 
wort] Is .. more "effectual in moving speedily the Menses,' 
”dead-Birth, and after-Birth. ; ' 27a* De Fob Plague (1840); 
35 Many- . . were carried away in the *dead-carts, ■ ' *887 
Pall M all G. 18 Mar, 2/2 In Monte Video . . the dead, cart* 
pass through the streets with dead and dying all mixed up. 
1862 Ramsay Remin. . Ser, ■ n. s' * Those are ■ fine ' linens : you 
have ''got there, Janet.* ■ * Troth, '.mem . . they ’re just the, 
gudeman’s Meed claes. 2888 Cmtemp, Rev, Mar. 409 The 
men set themselves to dig out .actual catacombs, while the 
women . made dead-clothes. 2866 Timmins Industr. Hist, 
Birmingham 300 Burnishing, .furnishes a contrast to other 
portions of Mead dipped work. I bid. 2m Dead dipping ..has 
now become 'the recognized mode of finish .where acid is 
employed, . 2879 ■ Cassells Techn. Educ. IV. , 299/2 Dead '* 

' dipping produces a beautiful frosted' appearance.'on' the work. 
2854 H. Miller Sch. -4- Schm. vii (1857) 138 like the pointed' 
tags that roughen a Mead-dress. • 2886 Pall Mall G. .22 'Oct* 
2/1 There' 'are, . of course, fire-cocks and valves on Mead-ends, 

, but these are not. efficient to thoroughly" free water-pipes 
from incrustations^ and deposits. ' 2889 G. Findlay Eng. 
Railway 199 This .is what, is termed' a * dead-end * warehouse 
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..the waggons come in and go out the same wajL and cannot 
be taken through the warehouse. 1S65 J. G. Bertram 
Harvest of Sea (1873) 88 About 1300 of these [salmon] were 
marked by cutting off the Mead or second dorsal fin . . 25 
were marked with a silver ring behind the dead fin. Ibid. 
338 Cutting off the dead fin is not thought a good plan of 
marking. 1854 H. Miller Sch. f^ Sehvi. (2858,1 15 We 
looked up, and saw a Mead-fire sticking to the cross-trees. 
* It's all over with us now, master,’ said L 1730-6 Bailey 
( folio 1 , *Dead Freight, the Freight a Ship looses for want of 
being full, or the Freight paid by the Merchant, by agree- 
ment, tbo’ he has not sent his full Compliment of Goods on 
board. 1880 Clause in Charter-parties, Captain or Owners 
to have an absolute lien on the Cargo for all Freight, Dead- 
freight, and Demurrage due to the ship under this Charter 
Party. 1856 Jml. R. Agric.Soc. XVII. 11. 504 For these 
■Mead-holes we would substitute cesspools . . The open cess- 
pools, or dead-holes, which are too frequently used. 1833 
Edin. Rev. LVII. 348 The keeper of the Mead-house. 
1850 Ecclesiologist X. 339 To the right of the lich-gate we 
have placed the * Dead-House \ 1874 Knight Did. Mech., 
*Dead-latch, a kind of latch whose bolt may be so locked by 
a detent that it cannot be opened from the inside by the 
handle or from the outside by the latch-key. 1603 Knolles 
Hist. Turks 827 The ensigns were. Jet fall, .a Mead march 
sounded, and heavy silence commanded to be kept through 
all the Campe. 1852 Dickens Bleak Ho. xxi, That’s the 
Dead March in Saul. They bury soldiers to it. 1858 Faber 
Life Xavier 446 Where there was no Christian burial 
ground, he dug the grave with his own hands, buried them, 
and then recited the ^Dead-Office on the spot. 1849 
Mansfield in Jml. Chew. Soc . I. 250 The heavy oil whose 
extrication forms the second period of the process, is techni- 
cally called ‘Mead oil'. 1854 Ronalds & Richardson 
Chem. Technol. (ed. 2) 1 . 135 More heat [is] applied, until 
the distillation of the dead oil is complete. 1875 Ure 
Diet. Arts III, 395 The dead oils . . are found in the very 
last portions that pass in the distillation of coal- tar. 1855 
Lardner Museum Sc. fy Art V, The fuel .. should be 
laid on that part of the grate nearest to the fire door, 
called the Mead plates. 1881 Raymond Mining Gloss . s. v., 
The gases evolved on the dead-plate pass over the grate 
and are burned. 1658 Phillips, *Dead /Hedge, land or 
moveables pawned for money, which is to be the Credi- 
tours for ever, if the money be not repaid at the time 
agreed on ; it is also called Mortgage. 1664 E. Bushnell 
Compi. Shipwright 10 Then I set off the *Dead Rising. 
2691 T. H[ale] Acc. New Invent. 120 The. .Stern-post, and 
Dead-rising up the Tuck, c 1850 in Rudim. Navig. (Weale) 
114. 1835 Willis Pencil rings I. i. 16 My friend proposed 
to me to look into the Mead-room. 1751 Chambers Cycl. 
Supp., *Dead ropes, in a ship, are such as are not running, 
i. e, do not run in any block. 1846-54 Oliver Monasticon 
Exon. 269 Rung with a half wheel, or dead rope. 1872 
Ellacombe Bells of Ch. x. 359 At this time . . the bells 
were altered from the dead rope pull to the sally. 15x7 
in Archxologia XLVII. 311 For xviij Medshares . . at 
v. s. a moneth— vj. li. vj. s. 1867 Smyth Sailor’s Word-bk., 
Dead-shares, an allowance formerly made to officers of the 
fleet, from fictitious numbers borne on the complement 
{temp. Henry VIID, varying .from fifty shares for an 
admiral, to half a share for the cook’s mate. 1857 J. G. 
Wilkinson Egyptians t. Pharaohs xxa A single square sail 
. .raised or lowered by lifts running in*dead-sheeve holes at 
the top of the mast. 1823 in P. Nicholson Pract. Build. 
584 *Dead-shoar. 1850 Weale Diet. Terms, Dead shore, 
a piece of timber worked up In brickwork to support a 
superincumbent mass until the brickwork which is to carry 
it has set or become hard. 2535 Coverdale 2 Kings xx. 1 
At that tyme was Ezecbias Meedsicke. [So Isa. xxxviii. x, 
John iv. 47, etc.] ex6xx S, Ward Life of Faith (2627) 88 
When thou . . (as in a Sea-sicknesse) art dead sicke for the 
present, remember thou shalt be the better.. after. 1535 
Coverdale Josh. xx. 2 Fre cities . . that a Meed sleyer 
which sleyeth a soule vnawarres .. may flye thither. 
1874 Knight Diet. Meek. s. v.» The grades [of files] are 
as follows : — Rough. Middle-cut. Bastard. Second-cut. 
Smooth. *Dead- smooth. 1884 F. T. Britten . Watch 4 
Clockm. 79 Dead Smooth.. the cut of the finest kind of file. 
1887 Brunton Pharmacology, etc. (ed. 3) xioo*Dead-space: 
this name has been given by O. Liebreich to the part of 
fluid in which no reaction occurs between substances 
dissolved in it. . . If the mixture be placed in horizontal 
capillary tubes the dead-space is at each end of the liquid, 
*873 Cavendish & Bennett Billiards 193 A Mead-stroke 
is played by striking the white gently in the centre, or, if 
anything, very slightly below it. a 1593 Marlowe Hero fy 
Leanderi. 121 With fear of death Mead-strooken. 1597-8 
Bp, Hall Sat. 1. Hi, (TJ, [To] appall The Mead-struck 
audience, 1839 Darley Introd. Beaum. FI. Wks. 1 , 31 
Shakspeare himself scrawls bytimes with a dead-struck 
hand. 1609 Holland A mm. Marcell. 390 Having a 
Mead sweat comming all over him, he died within a while 
after. 1706 Phillips (ed. Kersey), *Dead-tops, a Disease 
in Trees : For large Plants that upon their Removal have 
had their tops cut off, are apt to die from the Place they 
were cut off at, to the next Sprig, or Branch, a 1711 Ken 
Sion Poet. Wks. 1721 IV. 320 When they saw a dead-top 
Oak decline. x888 S. P. Thompson Dynamo-Electr. Mack. 
(ed. 3) 405 In every dynamo the current, .is proportional to 
the speed less a certain number of revolutions per second. 
The latter number is familiarly known as the Mead-turns. 
1340 Ayenb. 36 Hy betake)? hyre londes and hare eritage 
ine wed and Mead wed. 16091 Skene Reg. Map, 50 The 
secund. .ane deidwad. .is forbiddin in the Kings court to be 
made or vsed. Because it is esteemed to be ane kinde of 
ocker or vsurie. 

Dead, sb.' 2 Also 3-6 ded, dede, 4- deid. The 
northern form of the word Death, formerly in 
regular use with Northern writers (dede), and still 
dialectal in Scotch {deid, pronounced cit'd), esp. in 
certain locutions, e. g. tired to dead (deid), to be the 
dead (deid) of my one. Also in many combinations, 
as dead-bell, dead-candle, dead-rattle , dead-spoke, 
dead-thraw, etc. For examples of the simple word, 
see the B forms under the various senses of Death 
sb.; for the combinations see under the standard 
English forms Death-bell, Death-throe, etc. 


In some instances it is difficult to decide whether dead- in 
combination is the sb.= death, or the ordinary adj. And it 
is evident that later writers have often used phrases and 
combinations containing the sb., with the notion that it was 
the adj. Thus dead-bell could easily be understood as the 
bell of the dead, or rung for the dead, dead-sweat as the 
sweat characteristic of the dead. 

t Dead (ded), v. Ohs. exc. in local or nonce-use ; 
replaced by Deaden. Forms: 1 deadian, 4-5 
dede, 5-9 dead. [OE. diadian (also ad'adian ) to 
become dead (corresp. to a Gothic *dauddn ), f. 
dead, Dead a. Branch II corresponds in sense to 
OE. dlylan, dydan to hill (Gothic *daudjan , Ger. 
todten) ; but is app. only a transitive use of the 
original intr. vb.] 

I. intr. 1 . To become dead. a. lit. To die. 
coso Lindisf. Gosp. John vui. 21 And in synno iuero 
deadaxeS. [eg 75 Rushw. Gosp., In synnum lowrum *e 
deodi,*a 3 .] [c 1050 Gloss, in Wr.-Wulcker 408/6 F'atescit, 
adeadabJ c 1420 Pallad. on Husb. 1. 752 The seed of thorn 
in it wol dede and dote. 02425 Seven Sag. 623 (P.) The 
holds tre bygan to dede. 

b. fig. To lose vitality, force, or vigour ; to be- 
come numb ; to lose heat or glow. 

0 1384 Chaucer H. Fame n. 44 A 1 my felynge gan to dede. 
1626 Bacon Sylva § 774 Iron, as soon as it is out of the 
Fire, deadeth straight- ways. 1654 Fuller Ephemerh Pref. 

5 Their loyalty flatteth and deadeth by degrees. 

2 . US. college slang. * To be unable to recite ; 
to be ignorant of the lesson ; to declare one’s self 
unprepared to recite ’ (B. H. Flail College Wds. & 
Customs, 1856). 

1848 Oration before IT. L. of I. O. of 0 . F., Be ready, in 
fine, to cut, to drink, to smoke, to dead. 

XI. trans. 

3 . To make dead (lit. and fig.) ; to cause to die; 
to put to death, kill, slay, destroy. ^ 

<71340 Cursor M. 13070 (Fairf.) Herodias couet John to 
dede. c 1374 Chaucer Boeth. iv. iv. 127 Aftir fiat }>e hotly 
is dedid by ]>e de’»e. 1591 Spenser Teares of Muses 210 
Our pleasant Willy, .is dead . . With whom all joy and jolly 
merriment Is also deaded. 1594 Nashe Unfort. Trav. 52 
Tree rootes. .stubbed downe to the ground, yet were they 
not vtterly deaded. c 1624 Lushington Resurr. Serm . in 
Phenix (1708) II. 480 This would murder His divinity, and 
dead His immortality. 2677 Gale Crt. Gentries II. iv. 140 
By burning to set a marque, or to dead the flesh. 

4 . fig. To dtprive of some form of vitality ; to 
deaden : a. To deprive of sensation or conscious- 
ness ; to stupefy, benumb. 

1382 Wyclif i Sam. xxv. 37 And the herte of hym with yn 
forth is deed [v.r. deadyd ; deadid, dedid]. 1590 B. Jonson 
Ev. Man out of Hum. 1. iii, O my senses, Why lose you not 
your powers, and become Dull'd, if not deaded, with this 
spectacle ? 2641 F rench Distill, iv. (2651) 96 It . .quickens 
any deaded member, as in the palsie. 1692 K. L'Estrangb 
Josephus' Antiq. vii. x, His hearing was deaded and lost, 
b. To deprive of force or vigour. 

1586 Epit. Sidney Spenser’s Wks. (Globe) 572/2 Endlese 
griefe, which deads my life, yet knowes not how to kill. 
a 1631 Laud Serm. (1847) 13 Let nothing dead your spirits 
in God’s and your country's service. 1653 A. Wilson Jus. /, 
95 This, .deaded the matter so, that it lost the Cause. 2687 
Shadwell Juvenal Ded. Aiijb, In all Paraphrases upon 
the Greek and Roman Authors, .the Strength and Spirit of 
them is deaded, and in some quite lost. 

C. To render spiritually dead. 

1656 R. Robinson Christ all 108 Carnal security deads the 
heart, 1676 Hale Contempt 1,(1689) 281, I have been very 
jealous . . of wounding . . or deading my conscience, 
d. To make dead or insensible to something. 

1612 T. Taylor Comm. Titus i, 7 Drunkennes is.. an 
oppressing, and deading of it [the heart] unto dutie. 1655 
Gurnall Ckr. inArm.ii66g) 275/1 The sense of this Gospel- 
peace will dead the heart to the creature. 

5 . To deprive of its active or effective physical 
quality ; to deaden, make ‘dead extinguish. 

x6ix CoTGR., Buffett .. deaded, as wine that hath taken 
wind, or hath beene mingled with water. 1626 Bacon Syh>a 
§ 158 If a Bell hath Cloth or Silk wrapped about it, it 
deadeth the Sound more. 1652 J. Wright tr. Camus ’ 
Nature's Paradox xoo The Ashes of Love, whose coals 
were deaded on a sodain. 1657 W. Coles Adam in Eden i, 
[Walnut oil] is better for Painters' use to illustrate a white 
colour than Linseed Oyl, which deadeth it. 1719 D’ Ur fey 
Pills (1872I V. 263 Common Prey so deads her Dart, It 
scarce can wound a noble Game 1748 Thomson Cast. IndoL 
1. Ixvi, When .. thy toils.. Shall dead thy fire, and damp 
its heavenly spark. 

6. To check, retard (motion or force) ; to destroy 
the force or effect of (a missile, etc.). 

1602 Carew Cornwall 255 b, Great trasses of hay., to 
blench the defendants sight, and dead their shot 2626 
Bacon Sylva § 15 Yet it doth not dead the Motion, 1663 
Pepys Diary 15 Apr., Which . .in dry weather, turns to dust 
and deads the ball. 1670 Phil. 'Tram. V. 2067 The wind 
was at South-East ; which deads the Tydes there. 

7 . U. S. college slang. i To cause one to fail in 
reciting. Said of a teacher who puzzles a scholar 
with difficult questions, and thereby causes him to 
fail * (E H. Hall College Wds. dp Customs, 1856). 

1884 J- H a wthorne in Harped s Mag. Aug. 386/2 Whose . . 
enquiry, ‘ What is ethics?' had deaded so many a promising 
..student. 

Dead, obs. form of Deed. 

Dea'd-ali've, a. Also (chiefly U. SX dead- 
and-alive. Dead while yet alive ; alive, but with- 
out animation ; dull, inactive, spiritless. 

*59* Sylvester Du Bartas 1 . v. 953 Leaving a Post -hu me 
(dead-alive) seed behind her, 3627 Collins Def. Bp, Ely 


453 The Monke that Hues in pleasure, and delicacie, and 
idlenesse, is dead aliue. 1794 M iss Gunning Packet 1 1 , 103 
A dawdling, dead-alive . .drowsy subject. 3840 Hood Up 
the Rhine s A. .dead-alive, hypochondriacal old bachelor 
uncle, a x8 62 Thoreau Lett. 11865) 298, I have performed 
this journey in a very dead and alive manner. 2868 Holme 
Lee B. Godfrey xxvi. 138 This dreary . .dead-alive place. 
Hence Bead-alivism. 

1887 J essopp A ready 170 Dismal, dull, dead-alivism. 

Bead heat, dea*d~bea*t, sb. 1 (a.) Watch and 
Clock-making, etc. [Dead a. 24 b ] A beat or 
stroke which stops * dead ’ without recoil. Usually 
attrib, or adj., as in dead-beat escapement . 

1768 tr. P. Le Roy's A ttemp s finding Longitude 29 The 
dead beat is made upon a part that is unconcerned with the 
regulator. 2874 Knight Diet. Meek,, Dead-beat Escape- 
ment. This.. was invented by Graham about 1700. x88x 
Maxwell Electr. # Magn. II. 351 Galvanometers, in which 
the resistance is so great that the motion is of this kind, are 
called dead-beat galvanometers. 1882 J. Milne in Nature 
XXVI. 628 Pendulums, so far controlled by friction as to 
be ‘ dead-beat 

Bead beat, dea d-bea t, ppl. a. (sb%) [Dead 
adv. r, 2.] 

A. adj. (or pa. pplel) Completely * beat % utterly 
exhausted, collar/. 

1822 P. Egan Tom Sr Jerry (2890) 34 So dead-beat, as to 
be compelled to cry for quarter. 2836 Hook G . Gurney I. 
228, I never was so dead beat in my life. 2887 Sir R. H» 
Roberts In the. Shires ii. 30 His horse lay dead beat in 
a ditch beside him. 

B, sb. slang (U. S.). A worthless idler who 
sponges on his friends ; a sponger, loafer, 

2877 Black Green Past. xli. (1878) 325 A system of local 
government controlled by 30,000 bummers, loaieis, and dead- 
beats, x88a B. Harts Blip ii, Every tramp arid dead-beat 
you've met. 

Dead-bell ; see Death-bell. 

Bea'd-born, ppl. a . Now chiefly dial. Bom 
dead, still-born. 

c 2330 King of Tars 914 The child ded-Loren was. 1483 
Caw. Angl. 93 Dedeborne . . ubortiuus. 2613 Porcius 
Pilgrimage yin. xiii. 812 Children which were dead -borne. 
xnZt Bland in Phil. Trans. LXXI 357 The number of the 
children that were dead-born, 1840 R. Bremnem Exenrs, 
Denmark, etc. II. 396 The dead-born and those who long 
wielded the sceptre, are laid side by side, 
b. fig. 

a 1300 Cursor Af. a6*;oo sCott.) J>e dedis |>at forwit ded 
born ware, J?at mai > be vjuickend neiirr mare. 1725 Pope 
Odyss. xx. 354 A Samian Peer,, who teem’d with many 
a dead-born jest. 2738 — Epit, Sat. 11. u»6 All, till but 
Truth, drops dead-born from the Press. 2830. Macaulay 
Southey , Ess. (1848) I. 222 The History. . is .already dead : 
indeed, the second volume was dead born. 2837 Carlyle An 
Rev. 1 . v, viii, 247 Messieurs of the dead-bora Brogue- 
Ministry. 

Deadbote : see Dedbote. 

Dea*d-ce:ntre. Meek. 1 . « Dead-point, 

1874 in Sport's Diet, Engineering 261, 

2 . In a lathe, a centre which does not revolve; 
see Center 5. 

2879 Holtzafffel Turning iv. 44 The dead centre with 
loose pulley. Ibid. 45 The dead center lathe. 

Bea*d colour. Fainting. [Dead a. 13 b.] 
The first or preparatory layer of colour in a paint- 
ing, So Beard-coTour v. trans „ to paint in dead 
colour ; Bea d-coionringr vbl, sb. 

2658 W, Sanderson Graphite 63 First to speak of dead- 
colours. 167a in H, Walpoli Y«rlm*s Anted, Paint mg 
(1786) HI. 228, s June, Dr, Tiilohson «t . . "to Mr Lely for 
him to lay in a dead colour of his picture. . *788 Si« J. 
Reynolds Disc. xiv. (1876) 94 That lightness of hand which 
was in his dead colour, or first painting c *843 H . Gseenough 
in Flagg Life IK A list on (1893) 282 This, dead color I paint 
solidly, with a good body of color. 

1658 W. Sanderson Graphic* 64 Pictures by a good 
Master, begun, and dead-coloured only, *668 Mxtmmcy 
of Pen $ Pencil 8a In this Dead-colouring you need not be 
over curious .. the colours may toe mended' the second 
Operation, Ibid. 201 For a light-red Garment., first 'dead- 
colour it with Vermilion. . cvma Immm St A, Art II, <§8 
.After the student has covered over, or is artists, term It, 
has dead-coloured the head, 2859 Guluck & Ti»s Paint. 
230 The Ltead-colouring is the first or preparatory painting, 
and is so termed because the colours are laid cold and pale 
to admit of the after-paintings. 

Dead-day ; see Death-day. 

+ Bea*d-do*ingv ppl. a, Obs , 1 Doing to death*, 
killing, murderous. 

xggo Spenser F.jQ.xi, iii. 8 Hold 'your rktid-clofng hand, 
*594 -7* Amoretti i, Those Idly hand*, Which hold " my life 
m.their dead-doing . might *633 B. Jonson Tate Tub 11. i, 
Put up. .Your frightful black, and your dead-doing look. 
xjom L. Mather Magn. Ckr. u ii (28521 53 Such dead- 
doing things, as powder and .ihot .*778 wmswy Wh$* 
'(187a) XI. 250 These 'dead-doing men. 

Bead drunk, dea*d-drTrnk, a. [Dead 
adv, 1 ; cf. dead-sick in Dead I>, a.J ■ So drunk .« 
to Ire insensible or unable to move, in a state of 
prostration through intoxication. Hence Bead- 
dra.-nkenness. 

*599 Buttes Oyefa Dry D. .P vil They receive . , the 
smoak through a Cane, till they fall domic 3 ead-druuke. 
x6o$ Shake. Uth. 11, Hi, 85, 2667 Dmviwh Wild Gallant 
v * u* *7°9 Steele Taller No. .5 f. * Cupid is not only Wind 
at present, but Dead-drunk. *840 Mas. Carlyle tail, I. 
134. My penitent wm lying on the Boor, dead-drunk. 1.S37 
H author ne^ 'Wmce Told An awful lastaoce 

of dead drunkennes. 
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DEAD DIET, 


Dead©, obs. form of Dead, Deed. 

Deaded ppl. a. : see Dead v. 4. 

Deaden (de*d’n), v. [f. Dead a, + -en 5 : a 
comparatively recent formation, taking the place 
of the earlier Dead v] 

I. 1. intr. To become dead (lit. and Jig.) ; to 
lose vitality, force, vigour, brightness, etc. . 

1723 Lond. Gaz. No. 6171/3 The Wind deadmng . . we 
could not make the Way we expected. 1801 Southey 
Thalaba xn. viii, The dash Of the out-breakers deaden’d. 
*833 New Monthly Mag. XLIII. 157 The bells, which you 
hear loudly at first, begin to deaden. 1869 Lowell Pictures 
front Appledore vi, Yet they momently cool and dampen 
and deaden. 

II. trans. 

2. To deprive of life, kill (e.g the tissues). 

1807-26 S. Cooper First Lines Surg. (ed. 5) 145 By which 

. . some of the fibres around the track of the ball are dead- 
ened. Mod . To deaden the nerve of the tooth. 

b. spec. ( U. S. ) To kill (trees) by ‘girdling’, i.e. 
cutting out a section of the bark all round ; to clear 
(ground) by killing the trees in this manner. 

1775 Adair A mer. Ind. 405 They deadened the trees by 
cutting through the bark. 1835 W. Sargent Braddock's Ex- 
fed. 84 A good woodsman will soon deaden a number of acres, 
which by the next seed-time will be ready for cultivation. 

3. Jig. To deprive of vitality, force, or sensibility ; 
to benumb, to dull. 

1684-9 T. Burnet Th. Earth (J.), We will.. by a soft 
answer deaden their force by degrees. 1712 Addison Sped. 
No. 487 7*3 That Activity which is natural to the human 
Soul, and which is not in the power of Sleep to deaden or 
abate. 1798 T. Jefferson Writ. (1859! IV. 205 It deadens 
also the demand for wheat. 1863 Whyte Melville Gladia- 
tors II. 105 Any anodyne that could deaden or alleviate her 
pain. 1876 Mozley Univ. Serm. vi. (1877) 129 To benumb 
and deaden worship. 

b. To render dead or insensible to. 
a 1690 E. Hopkins Serm. Ads xxvi. 28 (R.) How deadned 
are they to those sinful ways, which before they much 
delighted in? 1874 Green Short Hist, viii. § r. 447 Its [the 
Bible's] words, .fell on ears which custom had not deadened 
to their force and beauty. 

4. To deprive of some effective physical quality : 
a. To deprive of lustre or brilliancy ; to make dull 
in colour or aspect ; to give a dull surface to (metal, 
glass, etc.) : see Dead a. 13 b. 

1666 Pepys Diary 24 Oct., He . . lays the fault of it upon 
the fire, which deadened . . the glory of his services. 1706 
Pope Let. to Walsh 2 July, In painting, a man may lay 
colours one upon another, till they stiffen and deaden the 
piece. 1799 G Smith Laboratory I. 185 How to deaden 
the glass and fit it to paint upon, 1835 Owen Anal Vertcbr. 
Anim. ii. (L.), [It] deadens the whiteness of the tissue. 

b. To deprive (liquor) of sharpness or flavour, to 
make vapid, e. To make (sound) dull or indistinct, 
d. To reduce (quicksilver) from the liquid to the 
granular state in the process of amalgamation. 

1683 Tryon Way to Health 208 Nothing, .does more 
deaden and flat the Spirits, especially in green Herbs, than 
slack Fires. 1725 [see Deadened], 1828 Webster, Deaden 
. , to make vapid or spiritless ; as, to deaden wine or beer. 
1828 Scott F. M. Perth xxvii, To shut out, or deaden at 
least, a sound so piercing. 1872 [see Deadened]. 1881 
Raymond Mining Gloss., Deadened Mercury. 

5. To destroy or reduce the energy of (motion). 

1665 Glanvill Seeps. Set. (].), This motion would be quickly 

deadened by countermotions. 1828 Webster, Deaden.. 3. 
To deaden the motion of a ship or of the wind. 1867 
Smyth Sailors Word-bk ., Deaden a ship's way , to retard 
a vessel’s progress by bracing in the yards. 

Deadened (de-d’nd), ppl. a. [f. prec. + -ed I.] 
Deprived of life or force; dulled, muffled, etc. 

1720 Welton Suff. Son of God l. x. 245 Obedience renews 
the Life of Deadened Love. 1725 Pope Odyss. xxn. 284 
With deaden’d sound, one on the threshold falls. 1789 T. 
Whately in Med. Commun. II. 393 The exfoliated or 
deadened part [of a bone], 1872 Black Adv. Phaeton ix. 
121 The deadened tolling of a bell. 

Beadener (de-d’nor). [-er 1 .] One who or 
that which deadens : see the verb. 

1846 Landor I mag. Conv. Wks. II. 60/2 Incumbrances and 
deadeners of the harmony. 1884 Goi.dvv. Smith in Contemp. 
Rev. Sept. 316 Unless they are strong. .Conservative insti- 
tutions are. .deadeners of responsibility, 

Bea&emng (de*d’niq), vbl $b. [-ingL] 

1. The action of the verb Deaden, q.v. 

1866 Timmins Indus fr. Hist. Birmingham 300 The [brass] 
work becomes speckled or irregular in the ‘deadening’. 
*875 Whitney Life Lang. vii. ir8 The deadening of the 
native processesof composition and derivation and inflection. 
1883 League yrml. 20 Oct, 657/3 Mental depression and 
moral deadening. 

b. cojicr. That which deadens sound, colour, etc. 
1874 Knight Diet. Meek., Deadening, 1, (Carpentry.) Pack- 
ing in a floor, ceiling, or wall, to prevent conduction of 
sound [cf. Deafen 33, 2, (Gildingi) A thin coat of glue 
..smeared over a surface that is gilded iu distemper, and 
is not to be burnished. 

■ 2. ; U.S. .The action of killing trees by * girdling * ; 
concr. a clearing in which the trees have been 
‘ girdled (See Deaden 2 b.) 

_ 1800 Addison A mer. Law. Rep, 306 There was a deaden- 
ing on C's land as 'early as 1769. ,..1835 W, Sargent 
Braddock’s Exped. 83 A deadening * . signifies the effect 
produced on the trees by girdling, or cutting a ring about 
their trunks. 

Bea’dening, ppl a. [-ing 2 .] That deadens : 
see the verb. 

2805 Southey Madoc in Azt. xviu, From his shield The 


deadening force communicated ran Up his stunn’d arm. 
1875 Hamerton Intell. Life xi. i. 402 The deadening in- 
fluences of routine. 

tBerfer 1 . Obs. [f. Dead v. 4* -eb h] — 
Deadener. 

a 2640 W. Fenner Christ's Alarm 11. (1657) 26 The giving 
way to sin. .which thing is an horrible deader of the heart. 

Deader 36 (de*dai). slang, [f. Dead a.+- er Vi.J 
A dead person, a corpse. 

1833 tin American Newspaper). 1887 A. C. Doyle Study 
in Scarlet n. i, Then mother’s a deader too. 1887 Cyclist 
13 Apr. 640/'% The half-dozen . . troopers would have been 
manufactured into deaders in the twinkling of an eye. 

Bead-ey® (de'd,9i). [Dead a. 15.] Naut. A 
round laterally flattened wooden block, pierced 
with three holes through which a lanyard is reeved, 
used for extending the shrouds. Also applied to 
the triangular blocks with one large hole, usually 
called hearts , similarly used for extending the 
stays. (Cf. Dead man’s eye.) 

1748 Anson's Voy. I. viii. 78 The main topsail split, and 
one of the straps of the main dead-eyes broke. 1835 Sir 
J. C. Ross Narr. <znd Voy. xxviii. 398 The dead eyes were 
preparing for the mainmast. *89^ Times 14 Oct. 6/5 The 
william Bateman has lost her main yard, and several of 
her chain plates and dead eyes are broken, 
b. Crowfoot dead-eye -Euphroe. 

1813 in Falconer Marine Diet. (ed. Burney). 1867 
Smyth Sailors Word-bk. s.v., The crtnvfcet dead-eyes are 
long cylindrical blocks with a number of small holes in 
them, to receive the legs or lines composing the crowfoot. 

Deadfall, dead-fall (de'dfgl). Chiefly U- S. 

1 . A kind of trap used esp. for large game, in 
which a weighted hoard or heavy log is arranged 
to fall upon and kill or disable the prey. 

16x1 Markham Countr. Content. 1. xvi. (1668) 78 Some do 
use to take them with hutches, or dead-falls, set in their 
haunts. 1877 Coues Fur Anim. vi. 175 In addition to our 
steel traps, we built numerous deadfalls. 

2 . a. A tangled mass of fallen trees. 

1883 Century Mag, XXIX. 195/1 Extensive ‘dead-falls* 
of trees thrown pell-mell over, under, and astraddle of each 
other by gales. 

b. (See quot.) 

1874 Knight Diet. Meek., Deadfall, a dumping-platform, 
at the mouth of a mine. 

c. * A low drinking or gaming-place. Western 
U. Si (Cent. Diet.). 

Bead-fallow. A complete year’s fallow, i.e. 
rest for the land for both a summer and a winter. 
Hence Bea*d-fa’How v. 

x88x Daily Nexvs 5 Sept. 2/3 Nearly the whole of the 
arable has been dead-fallowed this summer. 

Bea*d-iia:ad. *= Mortmain (of which it is a 
translation). 

[<7*380 Wyclif Wks.( 18801 131 pei wolle not cesse til alle 
be conquerid in-to here dede hondisj 1612 Bp. Hall 
Serm. v. 64 What liberal revenues . . were then put into 
Mortmain, the dead-hand of the Church l 1670 Blount 
Law Diet. s.v. Ad quod damnum, The Land so given, 
is said to fall into a Dead hand. For a Body Politick 
dies not, nor can perform personal service to the King, or 
their Mesne Lords, as single Persons may do. 1879 Morley 
Burke (1880) 162 Forty-thousand serfs in the gorges of the 
Jura, who were held in dead-hand by the Bishop of Saint- 
Claude. 1880 A. J. Wilson in Macm. Mag. 469 That bene- 
volence of the ‘ dead hand which corrupts and blights all 
its victims. 

Bea'dhead, dead-head, dead head- 

f 1 . Old C hem. = Caput mortuum 2. Obs. 

1576 Baker Jewell of Health 19s a, See whether the 
| deaaeheade be blacke. 1662 R. Mathew Uni. Alch. § 109. 
177 Take from the Dunghil at the Refiners, his dead head, 
commonly called, Caput mortuum. 1707 Curios, in H usb. 
^ Gard. 329, I made a Lixivium with clear Water, and 
filter’d it to take away the dead head of it. 

2 . Techn. a. Founding. The extra length or 
‘ head ’ of metal at the muzzle end of a gun-casting, 
which contains the dross formed on the molten 
metal, and which is cut off when cool ; see also 
quot. 1874. b. Meek. The tail-stock of a lathe, 
containing the dead spindle (see Dead a. 23), 

0. Naut. (See quot. 1 867.) 

1867 Smyth Sailors Word-bk Dead-head \ a kind of 
dolphin (a stout post on a quay head to make hawsers fast 
to)’, also, a rough block of wood used as an anchor-buoy. 
*869 Eng. Meek. 17 Dec. 320/1 When castings are required 
to be particularly solid, .they are generally made with what 
is termed a * dead head 1874 Knight Diet. Mech., Dead- 
head . . That piece on a casting which fills the ingate at 
which the metal entered the mold. A feeding-head. 

3 . colloq. (orig. U.S.) A person admitted with- 
out payment to a theatrical performance, a public 
conveyance, etc. 

1833 Lowell Moosehead Jrnl. Prose Wks. 1890 I. 19 
Those ‘attentive clerks' whose praises are sung by thankful 
deadheads. ^ 1864 Sala in Daily Telegraph 1 Nov., A 
friend of mine, a very eminent * dead-head ’ — that is to say, 
one who has free admissions everywhere and to everything. 
1892 Daily News 16 Sept. 5/6 The natural antipathy be- 
tween performers and what are known in the theatrical 
profession as ‘deadheads', .who do not pay for their enter- 
tainment. 

Hence (from sense 3) Dea-dhead v. trans., to 
admit as a * deadhead * without payment ; intr. to 
act the * deadhead’, obtain a privilege without pay- 
ment. Bea-dhaadism, the practice of admitting 
persons as ‘ deadheads \ (colloq,, chiefly U. S.) 


1854 Lowell in Atlantic Monthly Dec. (1892) 746/2, 

I will not be deadheaded, i860 O. W. Holmes Elsie V. 
ii. (1891) 13 He had been ‘dead-headed’ into the world 
some fifty years ago, and had sat with his hands in his 
pockets staring at the show ever since. 1883 J. Bigelow in 
Harper's Mag. Mar. 542/1 Mr. Jefferson was not in the 
habit of deadheading at hotels. 1887 Miss Bay le' s Romance 
III. 92, I mean to abolish dead-headism. 
Bea*d-liea*rted 9 a. Dead in feeling, callous, 
insensible. Hence D ead-1iea*r tedly adv. ; Bead- 
3iea*rtedness. 

1642 J. Eaton Honey-combe 378 Such dead-hearted, un- 
beleeving, and wrangling Sophisters, Ibid. 378 margin, 
(Zealous against dead-heartednesse and unbeliefe. 1670 T. 
Brooks Wks. (1867) VI. 351 God will deliver you from., 
security, .formality, dead-heartedness, lukewarmness. 1839 
Standard 6 July, The callous dead-hearted sensualist. 
Bead heat. Racing \ etc. [Cf. Dead a. 28, 31,] 

A ‘ heat ’ or race in which two (or more) competi- 
tors reach the goal at the same instant. 

1840 Hood Kilmansegg, Her Accident viii, She could ride 
a dead heat With the Dead who ride so fast and fleet. 
1878 Lever Jack H inton viii. 54 What year there was a dead 
heat for the St. Leger. 

Hence Bead-beat v. intr., to run a dead heat ; 
trans. to run a dead heat with (another competitor). 
Bead-beater, one who runs a dead heat. 

_ 1887 Cyclist 22 June, Ralph Temple. .Dead-heated Howell 
in the Quarter-mile Match. 189a Black Sr White 19 Mar. 
384/1 The two clubs who dead-heated , . express themselves 
as very anxious to decide the matter by a race. 1868 Daily 
Tel. 29 Apr., About four lengths in the rear of the dead- 
heaters was St. Ronan, third. 

t Beading 1 (de'dig), vbl. sb. Obs . [f. Dead v.J 
The action of the verb Dead ; deadening. 

c 1400 L an franc's Cirurg. 293 Cancrene . . come}? ol 
dedinge of }>e skyn. 1607 Hieron Wks. I. 219 To the (lead- 
ing of their hearts, like Nabals. 1645 Ussher Body Div. 
(1647) 430 A further deading of the old man, 
t Bea'ding, ppl . a. Obs. [-ing J4J Deadening. 
1647 H. More Song of Soul m. 1. ii, Deading liquor. 

Beadisb (de-dij), a. Now rare. [f. Dead a. 

+ -ISH.] Somewhat dead (in various senses). 
a 1450 Fysshynge with Angle (1^3) 11 The browne colour 
seruyth for that water that is blacke dedisshe in ryuers or 
in other waters. 1562 Bulleyn Dial. Soames # Ckir. 10 a, 
When thei seme to bee colde, pale, deddishe, or partelie not 
felte. x6xx A. Stafford Niobe 11. 186 (T.) The lips put on 
a deadish paleness. 1697 R. Peirce Bath Mem. 11. ii. 264 
His left Arm and Hand were numb’d and deadish. 1742 
Lond. Sr Country Brew. 1. led. 4) 55 To recover deadish Beer. 
1783 Phil. Trans. LXXIII. j}68 It beat out flat, yielded 
a deadish sound, and became fluid in less than a minute. 

Bead letter. 

1. a. orig. A writing, etc. taken in a bare literal 
sense without reference to its ‘spirit’, and hence 
useless or ineffective (cf. Rom. vii. 6, 2 Cor. iii. 6). 

1579 Fulke Heskin's Pari 6 The scriptures, which this 
dogge calleth the deade letters, 165a Sterry Eng. Deliv. 
North. Presb., 10 This . . taken singly by it selfe, is but 
a breathlesse Carkasse, or a Dead Letter. 1831 Carlyle 
Sari Res. ii. iii. First must the dead Letter of Religion own 
itself dead, .if the living Spirit of Religion . . is to arise on us. 

b. A writ, statute, ordinance, etc., which is or has 
become practically without force or inoperative, 
though not formally repealed or abolished. 

1663 Heath Flagellum (ed. 2) 6 To which all other dictates 
and Instructions were uselesse, and as a dead letter. 1726 
Amherst Terras Fil. xlii. 220 The best laws, when they 
become dead letters, are no laws. <*1754 Fielding Voy. 
Lisbon (1755)145 (Farmer) And to enact laws without doing 
this, is to fill our statute-books, .still fuller with dead letter, 
of no use but to the printer of the Acts of Parliament. 1848 
Macaulay Hist. Eng. II. 132 The few penal laws., which, 
had been made in Ireland against Protestant N onconformists, 
were a dead letter. 1869 Freeman Norm. Conq. (1876) III. 
xii, 249 Many a treaty of marriage became a dead letter 
almost as soon as it was signed. 

2. A letter which lies unclaimed for a certain 
I time at a post-office, or which cannot be delivered 
j through defect of address or other cause. Dead- 

letter Office : a department of a general post-office 
in which dead letters are examined, and returned 
to the writers, or destroyed after a certain time ; 
now officially styled Returned Letter Office. 

1771 P, Parsons Newmarket II, .126, I 'sent to 'the Post- 
house, and purchased a pacquet of dead letters. 1845 
McCulloch Taxation n. vii. (1852) 316 With these excep- 
tions, all packets above the weight of 16 oz. will be imme- 
diately forwarded to the Dead Letter Office. 1881 Standard 
1 Nov. 2/2 The old name, ‘Dead Letter Office'’, has had to 
be altered to the present appellation, ‘Returned Letter 
Office ’, partly in consequence of the fatuity of the public, 
who Would insist upon associating the' title ‘ Dead * letter" 
with the ‘land of the leal V 

Hence Bead-le*tterism (nonce-wdl), devotion to 
the ‘ dead letter ’ to the neglect of the ‘ spirit ’ (see 
1 a). 

1879 Baring-Gould Germany II. x86 Pietism ..is also 
a necessary revulsion from the dead-letterism into which 
German Protestantism had lapsed. 

Bead lift. [See Dead a. 28, and Lift sb.} 

1. The pull of a horse, etc., exerting his utmost 
strength at a dead weight beyond his power to 
move. ■ 

1531 R. Robinson tr. More's Utop. 11. (Arb.) 76 Oxen., 
they graunte to 'be not so good:" as horses' at a sodeyne 
brunte, and (as we save) at a deade lifte. 1888 Elworthy 
W * . Somerset ' Word-ok. 186 .When horses ' are ' attached to 
a weight beyond their strength ' to move, they ..frequently. 


DEAD-LIGHT. 


DEADLY. 


refuse to try a second time ; in such a case it is said * they 
■won’t pull at a dead lift \ On the other hand it is common 
to hear a seller say of a horse, ‘ I’ll warn un to puli twenty 
times following to a dead-lift 

% fig. A position or juncture in which one can 
do no more, an extremity, ‘a hopeless exigence’ 
(J„). Usually in phrase at a dead lift. (Very 
common in the 17th c. : now arch . or dial.) 

1567 Harman Caveat 34 And to these at a ded lyft, or 
last refuge, they maye. .repay re. 1588 J. Udall Diotrephes 
(Arb.) 25 You must helpe vs at that dead lift^or else we 
are vndone. 1635-6 Shirley Maid's Rev. in. u, Medicine 
he carried always in the pommel of his sword, for a dead 
lift ; a very active poison. 1641 J. Shute Sarah (5' Hagar 
{1649) 7 All-sufficient, he comes in at a dead lift, and he is 
able" to turn things in a moment. 1643 Fuller Holy Prof. 
St. n.xxi. 137 Then [in a shipwreck] they betook themselves 
to their prayers, the best lever at such a dead lift indeed. 
1754 Berthelson Eng. -Dan. Diet., He helped me at a 
dead lift, hand satte wig paa food igien . 1783 Ainsworth 

Lat. Did. (Morel!) iv. %.v. Nero, None would do the 
wretch [Nero] the favour to kill him; and.. he had not the 
heart to help himself at a dead lift. 18. . Mar. Edgeworth 
Stories of Ireland v, It’s only jockeying — fine sport— and 
very honourable, to help a friend, at a dead lift. 18x4 J. 
Gilchrist Reason 88, I would not slip off from a dead lift, 
forgetting to come back to it. 

3 . An effort in which the whole strength is 
applied to lift or move something; a sheer lift; 
a supreme effort rare* 

1883 Morris Hopes 4 Fears for Art i. 21 .It is such 
a heavy question by what effort, by what dead-lift, you can 
thrust this difficulty from you. 

Dea'd-light. [In sense 1, f. Dead a. 1 5 ; in 
3, f. Dead sb., or Sc. form of death-light. ] 

1 . Nant. A strong wooden or iron shutter fixed 
outside a cabin-window or port-hole in a storm, to 
prevent water from entering. 

1726 Shelvocke Voy. round World 3 A sea struck us .. 
and drove in one of our quarter and one of our stern dead 
lights.^ 1836 Marryat Midsh. Easy xxvi, The water, .had 
hurst into the cabin through the windows.. for the dead 
lights, .had not yet been shipped, a 1845 Barham. Ingot. 
Leg., Bros. Birchington , The dead-lights are letting the 
spray and the rain in. 

2. A skylight not made to open. 

1882 Trade Catalogue, Skylights for which we have no 
corresponding sizes of Deadlights. 

3 . A luminous appearance seen over putrescent 
bodies, in grave-yards, etc. ; a 1 corpse-light ’ or 
* corpse-candle \ Sc. 

1813 Hogg Queen's Wake Introd., Dead-lights glimmering 
through the night 1854 H. Miller Sck. Schm. ix. (i860) 
85/2 The many floating Highland stories of spectral dead- 
lights and wild supernatural sounds, seen and heard by 
nights in lonely places of sepulture, 
tBeadlihead. Obs.rare. [f. Deadly a. + 
-bead.] Dead condition ; the state of the dead. 

16x2 Ainsworth Annot. P$. xvii. xo By the Hebrew word 
Sheol. . we are to understand the place, estate, or depth of 
death, deadlihed. 1642 G. Hughes Embalming, Dead Saints 
19 Some kind of losse.. which this deadlyhed brings upon 
the soule. Ibid. 20 Deadly-head, 
t Bea’dlihocd, Ohs. rare- 1 . =prec. 

1659 Pearson Creed 476 In the state or condition of the 
dead ; in deadlyhood, as some have learn’t to speak. 
Beadlily (de-dlili), adv. rare. [f. as prec. + 
-ly 2 .] In a deadly manner; mortally, fatally; 
excessively; Deadly adv. 

x6*x Lady M. Wroth Urania xi6 Musing. .how bee 
should so farre and deadlily fall out with himselfe. 1662 
J. Chandler Van Helmonfs Oriat. 122 A young man, 
A Companion in the Duel, to the Earl.. being deadlily 
pricked, thrust Loniguius thorow. 1849 Southey Comm.-pl. 
Bk. Ser, 11. 257 Dull, dull— deadlily dull, i860 Pusky Min. 
Proph. 312 They hit, as serpents, treacherously, deadlily. 
1863 — Lent. Serm. 4 Deadlily delusive to the soul, 

Bea*d-line. 

1 . A line that does not move or run. [Dead 

a. 23.] 

i860 Chambers' Encycl Barbel, Angling.. with a dead- 
line, called a ledger. 1892 Pall Mall G. 5 Aug, 3/1 The 
scene is worked with miniature pulleys, * w’orking lines’, and 
'deadlines’. 

2 , Mil. A line drawn around a military prison, 
beyond which a prisoner is liable to be shot down. 

1868 Lossing Hist. Civ. War U.S. I ID 600 Seventeen 
feet from the inner stockade was the ‘dead-line’, over which 
no man could pass and live, 1888 Contemp. Review Mar. 
449 Should he some day escape alive across the dead-line of 
Winchesters, he will be hunted with bloodhounds. 

jdg. 1889 Bruce Plant. Negro 45 The instant he sought 
. . to cross the social dead-line. 

Deadliness (de'dlmts). [f. Deadly a. + 

-NE8S.] 

f 1 . The condition of being subject to death (see 
Deadly a. 1) ; mortality. Obs. 

a 1225 Auer. R. 383 We beoren in ure hodie Iesu Cristes 
deadlicnesse. <21340 Hampole Psalter Ixxxiii. 2' My hert 
..and my fleyss. .bof J>ai be brisel & heuy in dedlynes. 
1434 Misyn Mending of Life 123 J>e fettyr of dedelynes. 
cU4o Promp. Parv. 1x5 Dedelynesse, mortalitas. 

2 , The quality of being deadly or fatal. 
c 1450 Hour Salnacioun 518 Smyten with a sore woxtude 
of eendeles dedelynesse, 1532 More Confut. Find ale Wks, 
598/2 deadlynesse of the sinne. 1612-5 Bp. Hall Con- 
iempE tv.. (T.), The deadliness of Lazarus his sickness, 
1863 Geo. Eliot R omola hi. xii, That sharp edge might 
give deadliness to the thrust. 1870 Rogers Hist. Gleanings 
Ser, n. 13 Anew disease of astonishing deadliness. 
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Deadlock, dea-d-lock. [Cf. Dead a. 28, 31.] 

1 . A condition or situation in which it is impos- 
sible to proceed or act ; a complete stand-still, 

1779 Sheridan Critic m, I have them all at a dead lock ! 
for every one of" them is afraid to let go first. 1858 Haw- 
thorne Fr. 4 It. frills. (1872) L * In Newgate Street, 
there was such a number of market-carts, that we almost 
came to a dead-lock with some of them. 1888 Bryce A nter. 
Commix). I. v. 60 It often happens that one party has 
a majority in the Senate, another party in the House, and 
then, .a deadlock results. 

2 . An ordinary lock which opens and shuts only 
with a key, as opposed to a spring lock ; sometimes, 
locally, a padlock. [Dead a. 24 b.] 

x866 Timmins Indusir. Hist. Birmingham 87 Deadlocks 
are those which have only one large bolt, worked by the key. 
Hence Bea*&-Xo:ck v., to bring to a deadlock or 
stand-still ; Bea*dlo : clring vbl. sb. 

1880 Daily Tel. 17 Feb., An entire population is dead- 
locked through no fault of its own. 1892 N. Y . Nation 4 Aug. 
81/2 They, .have deadlocked the Legislature. 1882 N. h . 
Tribune 3 May, The disgraceful deadlocking which the 
session of 1882 has witnessed. 

Dea'dlong, a. Humorous nonce-formation after 
livelong (as if £ live adj.). 

1844 Dickens Mart. Chuz. xxiv, Through half the dead- 
long night. 

Deadly (de-dli), a. Forms; 1 ddadlfc, 3 
deedlich, diadlich, 3-4 deadlich, 3-5 dedlich, 
-lych, dedelik(e, 4 dedli, dedeli, deadli, dyad- 
lich, dyeadlich, 4-5 deedli, 4-6 dedly, dedely, 
5 deadlike, dedlyke, 5-6 deedly, 6 deadlie, 
-lye, deedely, dedlie, 6-7 Sc. deidly, deidlie, 
5- deadly. [OE. diadltc , f. dead Dead : see -ly 1 . 
Gf. OHG. miich, MD. doodlick.] 
f 1 . Subject to death, mortal. Obs. 
c 1000 Homilies (Thorpe) II. 186 (Bosw.) Bait an deadlie 
man mihte ealne middaneard oferseon. c 1230 Halt Aieid. 
13 IJris deadlich lif. a 1300 Cursor M. 1091.9 (Cott) Godd 
bicom man dedli. 1340 Ayenb. 244 Ne e$e dyeadlich ne may 
[bet] riaat ysy. CX400 Maundev. (Roxb.) vii, 24 , 1 am a crea- 
ture dedly. 1477 Earl Rivers (Caxton) Dictes 123 Thjnke 
thou art dedely. 1533 Gau Richt Vay\x 888) 67 This deidlie 
body sal be cled with immortalite. a 1563 Bale Sel. Whs. 
(Parker Soc.) 97 Many holy prophets that were deadly men 
were martyred. 1839 Bailey Festus xx. (1852) 351 Even 
man’s deadly life Can be there, by God’s leave. 

+ b- absol. A mortal; usually as pi. Mortals, 
human beings. Obs. 

c 1450 St.Cuthbert (Surtees) 2867 pare is nanc dedely. ,J>at 
suffice to serche ]>e domes of god. 1590 Jas, I Sp. Gen. As- 
sembly Aug., I . .shall Maintain the same against all deadly. 
1685 Loud. Cat. No, 2009/2 Whom we shall humbly Obey. . 
Maintain and Defend with our Lives and Fortunes, against 
all deadly, as our only Righteous King and Soveraigo. 
f 2 . In danger of death, like to die. Obs. 
a 1300 E. R. Psalter xliii. 22 iMUtz.) For id clai dedelik er 
we [ morte affidmur ] for c 1386 Chaucer Frankl. T. 

312 My lady hath my deeth y-sworn . . but thy benignytee 
Vpon my dedly herte haue some pitee. a 1 6x6 Beaum. & 
Fl. Cast. Country v. iv, How does the patient? Clod. You 
may inquire Of more than one ; for two are sick and deadly 
..her health’s despaired of, And in hers, his. 
f b. Of or belonging to death. Obs. 

1470-85 Malory Arthur xm. xi, Not longe after that 
Ioseph was layd in his dedely bed. 1483 Caxton G. de la 
Tour cxxxv. 191 She . . became seke, and laye in her dedely 
bedde. 

f 3 . Without life, inanimate ; — Dead a. 6. rare. 

a 1225 Juliana 22 To luten dedliche schaften as 30 schul- 
den to godd. 0x440 Seems 13 2 It is swilk a secre 
vnnethis mannys brest may it vnderstonde, how may it 
]?anne be wrete in dedly sky ns? 

4 . Causing death, or fatal injury ; mortal, fatal. 
C893 K. jElfred Oros. m. viii, § 3 Forbrsecon Romane 
heora a)?as . .and jxer deadlicne si^e ^eforan. 1297 R. Glocc. 
(1724) 223 Ac ouercome vas he mrjt, hey ys wounuen ded lych 
were, c 1377 Chaucer Anel. A re. 258 The cause. .Of my 
dedely adversitie. c 1430 Pilgr. Lyf Munhode 1. xxvii. 
(18691 19 per is no wounae so cruelle ; for with out remeclye 
it is ded lych. 1562 WinJet Certain Tractates Wks. (188S) 
1 . 3 Lyke. .to aneschip inane dedely storme. 1603 Knou.es 
Hist. Turks {1621) 48 Every houre expecting the deadly 
blow of the hangman. _ 1768 Beattie Minstr. 11. xii, Tho* 
Fortune aim her deadliest blow. 1874 Mosley Compromise 
(1886) 34 'The narrowing and deadly effect of the daily itera- 
tion of short-sighted commonplaces. 

b. As a quality of things ; Having the property 
or capacity of causing death or fatal injury ; 
poisonous, venomous, pestilential. 

e x 380 Wyclif Serm. Sel. Wits. I. 361 Dedli drynke, 31’f 
J>ei taken it. .anoieh hem not. 1567 Marlet Gr. Forest 57 b, 
The inhabitants . . doe set the whole Groue on fire, and by 
that meanes the deadly Serpents . . are driuen away. 1697 
Dkydf.n Virg. Georg, iii, 447 Dire Stepdames . . mix, for 
deadly Draugh ts, the pois’nous Juice. 1788 Gibbon Ded. 
$ F. 1.(1 846) V. 3 The winds..from the south-west, diffuse 
a noxious and even deadly vapour. 1845 Darwin Vey, Nat. 
x. (1879) 2®o Many savages . . have seen . .small animals killed 
by the musket, without being.. aware how deadly an instru- 
ment it is. 1866 Treas. Bot. 1140 To camels . . it. is a deadly 
poison. 

C. spec. In names of poisonous plants. 

Deadly Carrot , the genus Tkapsia of umbelliferous plants, 
natives . of Southern Europe. Deadly Nightshade, the 
A tropa Belladonna (N.O. SolanaceaA, a rare shrub with dark 
purple flowers and large round black berries.; the name is' 
often popularly misapplied ' to the common Woody Night- 
shade, Solatium Dulcamara, with ovoid scarlet berries. 

2:578 Lyte Dadoens m. xxi. 446 Of great Nightshade, or 
D wale,. This nougktie and deadly plant is taken forakinde 
of Solatium. .The . . fresh leaues of this deadly Nightshade 


may be applyed outwardly . . The finite of this Solarium is 
deadly. 1774 T. West A ntiq. Furness 94 There grows the 
Lethal Bekan, or deadly nightshade. 1842 Penny Cyd. 
XXI Y. 282/2 The species [of Thapsia] are mostly natives of 
the countries of the Mediterranean, and are known under 
the generic name Deadly Carrot. *885 Pall Mall G. 27 
Aug. 4/1 The plant, .popularly known as deadly nightshade 
in England is the woody nightshade or bitter-sweet . . The 
appearance of the deadly nightshade, a trap a belladonna of 
botany and medicine, is very different. 

5 . Theol. Of sin : Entailing spiritual death ; 
mortal (opposed to venial ) ; exp. applied to the 
seven chief or 1 cardinal’ sins : see Sin. 

axzz$ Auer. R. 56 He [David] dude }reo vtnurnmen 
heaued sunnen & deadliehe. 1340 Hampole Pr. Come, 3362 
Thir er tha hede syns that er dedely. *340 Ayenb . 9 
Lecherie. .is on of he zeiien dyatlliche /ennes. Ibid. 16 Hi 
bye)? heaued. .of alle zennes, and ginningeoi all*: kueade, he 
hy dyadliche, be by ueuiai. c *400 Maundev. « Roxb. ) iii. 10 
J>ai say also hat fornieacion es na dedly bot a kyndely thing. 
1483 Caxton G. tie da Tour H iij, By thxssynne of glotonye 
men falle in alle the other sixe dedely synnes, 1548-9 1 Mar. | 
Bk. Com. Prayer, Litany, Fornieacion, and all other deadlye 
synne. 1603 Shaks. Me as. for M. hi. L iii Sure it is no 
sinne, Or of the deadly seuen it is the least, ax 7** Ken 
Hymnotheo Poet. Wks. tyn III. 269 The Seven curs’d 
deadly Sins. . Pride, Envy, Sloth, In temp ranee, Av'nce, Ire, 
And Lust. 1819 Siikllky Genet iv. iii, 37 We do but that 
which ’twere a deadly crime To leave undone. 

f b. Dead/p sinner ; one who commits deadly 
sin. Obs. 

1622 Donne Serm. t. 5 He that comes alive out of that 
field [a. dual.] comes a dead man, because he comes a deadly 
sinner, and he that remains dead in the field is gone to an 
everlasting death. 

6. Aiming, or involving an aim, 'to kill or de- 
stroy; implacable, mortal, to the death. 

c X20< Lay. 8550 pine dasdiiche iuan. c *380 Sir Firnmh. 
600 A feyde to p« Sarsyn strokes srm. ru; rkjt als til his dedly 
fo. c 1430 Freemasonry 309 1 ’hrowghe envye, or dedly hate. 
*583 Stanyhurst A end's u [Arhd 17 jfunoes Jong tost red 
deadlye reuengement. a 1661 Fuller Worthies (*840) III. 
382 Betwixt whom and Sir Henry Berkeley was so deadly 
a quarrel, X703 Rows Fair Pen it. 1. i. 306 With deadly 
Imprecations on her Self. *8*3 By mm Hr. Ah dm it, xh, 
Although thy Sire 's my deadliest foe, 1845 JVi. Ha iti awN 
Ess. (1889* 1 . 4 The contest.. becomes sharp and deadly. 

7 . Resembling or suggestive of death, death-like, 
a. Of colour or aspect : Pale like that of a corpse. 

c 1385 Chaucer L. G. IF. 869 Thhbe„ Who koude wryle 
which a dedely chert Hath Tesbe now. c 1400 Borya 1337 
His coloure gau .to chaunge in*to a dedely hewc 156* 
Eden Arte Naulg. ii. ( xix, 50 If [1 lie Sun tic 1 shew yealowe 
or deadly, tempest is like to folow. 2590 Shaks, Com. Err, 
iv. iv. 96, 1 know it by their pale and deadly looks, *795 
Southey Joan of Are 989 By the flush'd cheek. .Arnihv the 
deadly paleness which ensued. X803 J fed, Jrnh %» 15a In 
consequence of the. .deadly look of the child. 

b. Death-like in unconseiott^neiS or physical 
prostration, 

1548 H all t 7 mw. 56 The Normans hearyng of the kynge* 
arrival wer sodenly striken' with a deadly feare, *562 
WinJet Cert. Tractates i, Wks. 1888 1 . 6 Qiinat deidly skip 
is this that lies oppremit 30W t xfot Salmon Sjm, A led. 111. 
xxii. 4*3 Narcotick, cau^injjp deadly sleep. .1853 Lyitor 
My Novel xr. vii, A deadly faintness seized her, 

c. Death- like in .darkness, gloom, dullness, 
silence, etc. 

a xxoo Cursor M. 1788* (Gflttri per foil: in dedeli mirknef 
stadd. t§z 9 More Cmf ami. *1 rib. 11, Wks. 1*71/1 Can- 
tinuall fatigacion wouldemake it ftlie yriirwl jcluil and dead lye, 
x6oo E. 'Blount tr. Cmestetggfo 29 There was Midi a 
deadlie silence in the porw, *605 SltAK«. Lear f, iii.. 290 
All's cheerless®, darkti, and deadly. 1638 Kou«r. Hmv, 
Univ. (170a) 166 Sitting in darkness and & deadly shadow, 

8. Excessive, ‘ terrible ‘awiuH. colimp 

x66o Piii-vs Diary % Nov., A deadly drinker he is. and 
grown exceedingly fat. *660 Ibid. 7 Dec,, So to the Privy 
Seale where I signed a deadly number of pardons, £745 
Mrs, .Dkjunv Lfeht Corr.iiB&t) 1 1 . 38* It has been a deadly 
while I have taken to answer your kind letter, *773 Golosh. ■ 
Stoops toCtnuj, 1, si, You're come a deadly deal wrong' S 
1843 Carlyle Past <§• Pr, <1858 ■ 381 Why %mh deadly Juste 
to make money? *847 J, Wilson Chr. North CsSj/f I, 146 
The quantity of corn that a few. sjarrows can eat , , cannot 
be very deadly. 

9 . Comb., as deadly-dinted ^ ■ dmmdmi, -headed* 
dike adjs. ; deadly-lively* a., combining dullness 
and liveliness, lively in a gloomy and depressing 
way {colloql) ; hence deadly- liveliness , . 

*593 Shaks, a llm, VI, v. ii « The deadly bawled Clifford 
slew .my Steed,.' Sir E, Drake 

An hundred dead J!e>din ted staves, *^30 Ummmrmit Leif, 
(1862) I. -55 She is in a most dangerous and deadly -like co«» 
dition. *838 Dickens Nit h. Nu h\ a Is, Even tier bltu k die a 
assumed something of a deadly-lively air from the jaunty 
style in which, it was worm, 1S81 Mrs, Oupiiastt in Macm. 
Mag* . X LI 1 1 . 49s -.He was taken 1.0 Mentone, .tut he dmtdly- 
Eveliness awl invalid surroimcliiigs of that sht lt«r * f the* 
suffering, 1891 .Spectator sa Dec I55 Th« dead!)' 
d flippant and forced' humour, ■ . ’ 

Bea&ly (dedli), adv* Forms s i diadlfo©, 
3-4 deadliehe, 4 dyadliche, dedly k, 4- 6 dedely, 
5 dedly, 6 deedly, Sc* deidly, 7 deadlie, &~ 
deadly. [OB. d. ddl/ce* f. dlad 1 H:m> 1 e -Lf 
f 1. la a way that causes death ; mortally, fatally ; 
to death, Obs. 

cxo$0 Close, Tn'.Wr.-Wfilcker 4^78 Lmtaliter, deadlict. 

R. . Brumhe Chrm, .« t&tat 33 He wended Kyof 
dedely fwlle sore. . e X440 Promp. Parp* 115 Dedely, mar- ■ 
taliter, ktaliier. .*56*' T, Norton Cmknm*s- Imi, 'tpxiv. 
<1634171 They are wounded, but not deadly . *6*7 Mat 

Lucan ixAx 431) m The snakes bite deadly, wall ure their 
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DEAD WATER. 


teeth. <71679 Foxb. Ball. VI. 147 Killing Beauty . . Be no 
more so deadly Cruel. 1816 Byron _ Ch. Har. ill. xxix, 
When shower’d The death-bolts deadliest. 

f b. Theol. In a way that entails spiritual death ; 
mortally : see Deadly a. 5. Obs. 

a tzz$ Ancr. R. 58 3 if he is ivonded so J>et he sunesiedead- 
liche. 1340 Ayenb. 223 Ine opre cas me may zene3i, _oj?er 
li3tliche, oj?er dyadliche. c 1400 Maundev. ( Roxb.j iii. 10 
pai say we synne dedly in pat we schaue oure berdes. 1503 
Hawes Examp. Virt. xiii, 273 A dongeon longe and wyde 
Made for theyrn that do synne dedely. 1570 Tomson Cal- 
vin's Serm. Tim. 112/2 To see those men, which were as it 
were Angels of God, fall : yea, Sc that deadly. 

4 2 . Implacably, mortally; to the death. Obs. 
c 1330 R. Brunne Chron. Wace (Rolls) 2644 Sheo louede 
mykel pe slayn broker, & dedlyk [v. r. dedelyj hated sche pat 
oper. 1393 Gower Conf. 1 . 332 Thus hate I dedely thilke vice. 
1579 Lyly E up hues i'Arb.) 95 , 1 haue heard that women either 
loue entirely or hate deadly. 1650 S. Clarke Ercl. Hist. 

1. (16541 44 The spitefull Devil deadly pursuing him. 

3 . In a manner resembling or suggesting death ; 
as if dead ; wi’hout animation. 

a 1300 Cursor M . 18155 1 Cott.) J?aa waful wras sa dedli dim, 
All lighted be lem pat come wit him. c 1430 Pilgr. Ly. 
Manhodei. Ixxxix. (1869) 50 A 1 dedliche [tout mornement ] 
he answerde hire. 1594 Shaks. Rich. Ill, hi. vii. 26 They 
. . Star’d each on other, and look’d deadly pale. 1633 P. 
Fletcher Purple 1 st vn. (R.j, How comes it then, that in 
so near decay We deadly sleep in deep security? 1865 
Dickens Mut.Fr. 1. i, Seeming to turn deadly faint. 

4 . To a fatal or extreme degree; ‘mortally’, 

1 to death 5 ; extremely, excessively, colloq. 

[#1300 Cursor M. 17225 (Cott.), I pat es sa dedli dill.] 
1589 Puttenham Eng. Pocsie in. xviii, (Arb.) 205 He . . did 
. .deadly belie the matter by his description. 1591 Spenser 
Virg. Gnat 446 Judgement seates, whose Iudge is deadlie 
dred. 1688 Miegb Ft. Diet, s.v. Slow, He is deadly slow, 
il est furieusenicnt long. 1703 Rowe Ulyss. Epil. 31 These 
Cups are pretty, but they’re deadly dear. 1809 Scott Let. 
to Southey 14 Jan. in Lockhart , In this deadly cold weather. 
1865 Trollope Belton Est. ix. 102 It is so deadly dull. 
1878 Mrs. Stowe Poganuc P. xiii, We were deadly tired. 

0. In a dead manner ; like a dead thing, rare. 
1581 G. Petti e tr. Guazzds Civ . Cony. 11. (1586) 50 To 

fall deadlie to the grounde, as a bodie without breath. 
1844 Mozley Ess. (1878) II. 126 There is a belief in the 
Bible which is mere Bibliolatry, and . . rests deadly in a mere 
book. 

f Dea'dmail. Obs. = Dead man: formerly 
written and pronounced as one word. (Cf. Blind- 
man.) Obs. exc. in names, as Deadmans Walk. 

a 1300 Cursor M, 11504 (Cott.) A smerl o selcuth bitturnes, 
pat dedman cors wit smerld es. c 1440 Gesta Rom. Jxx. 387 
(Add. MS.) Atte derige of a dedeman that laye on the here. 
2611 Shaks. Cymb. v. iii. 12 The strait passe was damm’d 
With dead men. 

Dead man is used in various fig. applications 
and combinations ; chiefly in pi. 

1. pi. {dead men.) Empty bottles (at a drinking- 
bout, etc.), slang or colloq. 

a 1700 B. E. Diet. Cant. Crew, Dead-men, empty Pots or 
bottles on a Tavern-table. 1738 Swift Polite Convers. 188 
Let him carry off the dead Men, as we say in the army 
{meaning the empty bottles). 1825 C. M. Westmacqtt 
Eng-. Spy 1 . 151 The wine bin surrounded by a regiment of 
dead men. 1851 Thackeray Eng. Hum. iii. <187 6) 244 Fresh 
bottles were brought ; the ‘dead men .removed. 

2 . slang. (See quot. 1873.) 

1764 Low Life 40 Journeymen Bakers . . are casting up 
what Dead-Men they cheated their Masters of the past 
Week. 1819 Moore Tom Crib's Mem. 16 » Farmer) Dead 
men are bakers, so called from the loaves falsely charged to 
their master’s customers. 1873 Slang Diet., Dead-man, 
a baker. Properly speaking, it is an extra loaf smuggled 
into the basket by the man who carries it out, £0 the loss of 
the master. Sometimes the dead-man is charged to a cus- 
tomer, though never delivered. 

3 . Cards. A dummy at whist, 

1786 Mackenzie in The Lounger No. 79 r 13 As if one 
Should,, sit down with three dead men at whist. 

4 - Naut. (pi.) ‘ The reef or gasket-ends care- 
lessly left dangling under the yard when the sail is 
furled, instead of being tacked in’ (Adm. Smyth )* 
Bead men’s bells. A local name in Scotland 
for the Foxglove, Digitalis purpurea. 

1848 W. Gardiner Flora Forfarshire 139 It is known to 
the peasantry by the name of 1 dead men’s bells 1853 G. 
Johnston Nat. Hist, E. Bord. 157. 

"p Bead man’s (men’s) eye(s. Naut. Obs. 
—Dead-eye. 

1466 Mann. <$* Househ. Ex/, 214 A bolt for the stemme, 
also the closynge of dedemen yen. 2598 Florio, Morto . . 
a pullie in a ship called the dead. man he, 1626 Capt. 
Smith Accid. Yng. Seamen. 15 Fullies, blockes, shiuers and 
■dead mens eyes. 1706' Phillips <ed. Kersey *, Dead-mens 
Eyes (in a Ship**, a kiiM of little. Blocks, or Pulleys, having 
.many Holes, 'but no Shivers ; wherein 'run. small Ropes, 

. Bead man’s (men’s) fiagerfs. 

- 1 . A local name for. various species of Orchis, 
properly those with palmate tubers, as 0. mamlata 
and latifolia ; in Shaks. prob. the Early Purple 
Orchis, 0 . mascula. Also applied to Arum ma - 
culaium f Lotus corniculatus, and Alopccurus pra- 
irnsis . (Britten 8c Holland.) 

2602 Shaks. Ham. iv. vii. 173 Long' Purples . . our cold 
Maids doe Dead Mens Fingers call them. 28530. Johnston 
Nat. Hist. E. Bord. 293 Orchis latifolia. The root, from 
its shape, is sometimes 'Called . , Dead-men’s-fingers. 

2 , The zoophyte A Icyonittm digi latum ■ ; .«* next . x . 
i860 Dallas Nat. Hist . Anim. Kingd* .54. . 2865 Gosse 
Year at Shore 73, ' *872 Dana Corals 83. , 


3. The finger-like divisions of the branchiae or 
gills in a lobster or crab. 

1806-7 J- Beresford Miseries Hum. Life ('1826') ix. xlv, 
In eating lobster — getting. . half a dozen of the dead man’s 
fingers into your mouth. 

Bead man’s band. 

1. A zoophyte, Alcyonium digit atuni, forming 
lobed fleshy masses : see Alcyonium. 

1755 J. Ellis Corallines 83 Dead Man’s Hand or Dead 
Man’s Toes. This extraordinary Sea-production is indebted 
for the English name to the Fishermen, who often take it 
up in their Nets, when they are trawling for flat Fish. 1756 
Schlosser in Phil. Trans. XLIX. 450 The alcyonium.. 
commonly called dead -man’s hand. 

2. a. A local name for Orchis maculata and 

0. mascula (cf. prec. 1 ). b. Also for i Nephr-odium 
Filix-mas , and some other ferns, from the appear- 
ance of he young fronds before they begin to open, 
resembling a closed fist c. Also for the seaweed 
Tangle, Laminaria digi lata. (Britten & Holl.) 

1853 G. Johnston Nat. Hist. E. Bord. 193 Orchis macu- 
lata . . Dead-man’s-hand. 

f Bead man’s liead. Obs. A ‘ death’s head ’ ; 
a skull or figure of a skull. 

1557 Fury Wills (Camden) 146 My ringe with the dead 
manes head. 1562 J. Heywood Prov.fy Epigr. (1867) 66, 

I neuer meete the at fleshe nor at fishe, But I haue sure 
a deade mans head in my dishe. 

Bead man’s thiim’b. 

1. A local name for Orchis mascula , from the 
shape of the tubers. (Cf. Dead man’s finger i.) 

1652 Roxb. Ballads (Britten & Holland), Each flower . . 
Such as within the meddowes grew. As dead man’s thumbs 
and harebell blew [v.r. an hearb all blew). 1853 G. J ohnston 
Nat. Hist. E. Bord . 193 From the colour ana shape of the 
tuber the plant is called Dead-man’s thumb; and children 
tell one another, with mysterious awe, that the root was 
once the thumb of some unburled murderer. 

2. =Dead man’s hand i. 

1863 G. Rowe in Put ell. Observ. Sept. 84 The swelling 
lobes of the dead man’s thumb. 

F Bead man’s toes. Obs. — prec. 2 . 

2755 [see Dead man’s hand x]. 2786 J. Ellis Nat. Hist . 
Zoophytes 83 Round white eggs, like those described in the 
Alcyonium digit atum or Dead Man’s Toes. 

Beadness (de’does). The condition or quality 
of being dead, in various senses: 1. lit. 

2607 Totsell Fonr-f. Beasts <1673) 4Z1 To Pluto and to 
the Earth, they sacrificed black Sheep or Lambs, in token 
of deadnesse. <21716 South Serm. VII. i. (R.), Cursing 
it [the barren fig-tree] to deadness with a word. 1764 Wool- 
comb in Phil. Trans. LX. 97 A numbness and deadness of 
his little . . finger. 188s Miss Yonge Lads <$• Lasses ii. 95 
The man that, .gets the creeping deadness in his bones. 

2 . fig. 

1611 Bible Rom. iv, 19 The deadnesse of Saraes wombe. 
c 1620 Z. Boyd Zion's Flowers (1855) 121 They Have blood- 
lesse eheekes, and deadnesse in their eyes, a 2628 Preston 
Saints Daily Exerc. (1629' 74 What is a man to doe when 
hee findes a great indisposition to prayer . . a dulnesse, and 
deadnesse in him. 1642 Petition in Clarendon Hist. Reb. 
iv. (28431 165/2 By the deadness of trade. 1738 Wesley 
Wks. (1872) I* 162 Hence my deadness and wanderings in 
public prayer. 1749 Bp. G. Lavington Enthus. Methodists 
(1754) II. 55 Spiritual Desertions, inward Deadnesses. 1883 
H. Drummond Nat. Law in Spir. IV. v. (1884) 160 The 
spiritual deadness of humanity. 

b. The state of being dead to something. 

1745 Wesley An$7v. Ch. 7 Your Deadness to the World. 
1786 Mad. D’Arblay Diary 17. Sept., The deadness of the 
whole Court to talents and genius. 1858 Bushnes l Nai.fy 
Supernal, xiv, Deadness to God and all holy things. 

3. Want of some characteristic physical quality; 
absence of lustre or colour, dullness j want of 
taste ; flatness, insipidity, etc. 

1707-16 J. Mortimer (J.\ Deadness or flatness in cyder. 
17% Sarah F ielding Ophelia I. xix, I had perceived . . dead- 
ness in the best complexions. 

Dead-nettle (de‘d,ne;tT). See also Dea- 
nettle. The English name for plants of the genus 
Lamium (N.O. Labiatoe), having leaves like those 
of a nettle, but which do not sting ; esp. L. album 
White Dead-nettle, and L. purpureum Red Dead- 
nettle ; also applied to L. Galeobdolon ( G. luicuni) 
Yellow Dead-nettle or Archangel, and occasionally 
to species of Sfarhys or other labiates. 

2398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. xvn. exciii. (1495) 730 Of 
netles Is dowble kynde, one brennyth and bytyth, and 
another manere hyghte the deed nettyfl or the blynde nettyll. 
2578 Lyte Dodoens 1. lxxxviii. 130 There be two kindes of 
Dead Nettel, The one. .smelleth but little, the other, .hath 
a strong and stinking sauour. 1794 Martyn Rousseau's 
Bet. iv. 43 The_ white dead-nettle . . has no affinity with 
nettles, .except in the shape of the leaves. 2879 Lubbock 
Sci. Led. i. r The Common White Deadnettle. 

Bead oil : see Dead D, 2 . 
f Bead palsy, dea’d-padsy. Obs. [Dead 
a. 2 a.] Palsy producing complete insensibility or 
immobility of the part affected. 

1592 Constable Sonn. m. vii Dead-palsey sicke of all my 
chiefest parts. 2642 Fuller Holy 6* Prof. State v. vi. 382 
Now our Atheist hath a dead p-dsey, is past all sense. 2697 
R. Peirce Bath Mem . i.iv.50 The’HjMTrAyjyfa, or half stroke 
(vulgarly call’d the Dead Palsie, or Palsie of one Side). 170* 
Pepys ' Corr. 405 About three weeks since,. Sir R Dutton 
was struck with the dead-palsy on his left side. He has re- 
covered the motion, though not the use, of his hand and foot. 
1712 Arbuthnot John Bull in. x. Frog was seized with 
a dead palsy in the tongue. 2762 Mrs. F. Sheridan Sidney 
Bidulph lit. 217, t 


t Bead pay. Obs. [Cf. F. morte-paye.J 

1. Pay continued to a soldier, etc. no longer in 
active service ; a soldier receiving such pay. 

1585 T. Washington tr. Nicholay's Voy. Turkie m.iv. 
76b, When these men. .can serve no longer in the warres. . 
they are sent as. .keepers of castles and towns, whom we do 
cal dead payes. 1611 Cotg r. , M orte- payes, Dead-payes ; 
Souldiers in ordinarie pay, for the gard of a fortresse, or 
frontier Towne, during their lines. 1685 F. Spence House 
of Medici 339 The citizens and Dead-payes nabb’d the 
French at unawares, 1686 Land. Gaz. Na 2x96/1 Januaries 
. .that being Superannuated, .receive a dead Pay of so much 
a day. 

2. Pay continued in the name of a soldier or 
sailor actually dead or discharged, and appropriated 
by the officer; a person in whose name such pay 
is drawn. (Cf. dead-share in Dead D. 2.) 

1565 Calfhill Attsw. Treat. Crosse (2846) 62 Like a cove- 
tous Captain will needs indent for a dead pay. 1627 Bp. 
Hall Gt. Impostor Wks. 507 Like to some vnfaithfull eap- 
taine that hath , filled his purse with dead payes, and made 
vp the number of his companies with borrowed men. 1639 
Massinger Unnat. Combat iv. ii, O you commanders That, 
like me, have no dead pays, nor can cozen The commissary 
at a muster. 1663 Pepys Diary 13 Oct., The King. .muster- 
ing the Guards the other day himself.. found reason to dis- 
like their condition . . finding so many absent men, or dead 
pays. 1867 Smyth Sailor's Word-bit., Dead-pay , that 
given formerly in shares, or for names borne, but for which 
no one appears. 

Bea’d-point, dead point;. Meek. [Dead a. 
IV.] That position of a crank at which it is in 
a direct line with the connecting-rod, and at which 
therefore the force exerted tends to thrust or pull 
instead of turning the crank. 

2830 Kater & Laron. Meek, xviii. 254 The cranks are so 
placed that when either is at its dead point, the other is in 
its most favourable position. 1875 R. F. Martin tr. Hawed 
Winding Mach. 72 One piston is on the dead point, and, 
therefore, the other one alone must turn the engine round. 

Bead reckoning. Naut. [Dead^z. V.] The 
estimation of a ship’s position from the distance 
rim by the log and the courses steered by the com- 
pass, with corrections for current, leeway, etc., but 
without astronomical observations. Hence dead 
latitude (q. v.), that computed by dead reckou- 
ing. 

16x3 M. Ridley Magn. Bodies 147 Keeping a true, not 
a dead reckoning of his course. 1760 Pemberton in Phil. 
Trans. LI. 911 The latitude exhibited by the dead reckon- 
ing of the ship. 2840 R. H. Dana Bef. Mastxxxn. 224 We 
had drifted too much to allow of our dead reckoning being 
anywhere near the^ mark. 1891 Nature 3 Sept., The log, 
■which for the first time enabled the mariner to carryout his 
dead-reckoning with confidence, is first described in Bourne’s 
‘Regiment for the Sea’, which wms published in 1577. 
fig. 2868 Lowell Witchcraft Prose Wks. 1890 II. 372 The 
mind, when it sails by dead reckoning, .will sometimes bring 
up in strange latitudes. 

Bead Sea. [transl. L. mare morltium , Gr. 
il verph OdXacraa (Aristotle). By the Greeks and 
Romans the same name was given also to the 
Arctic Ocean in the North of Europe : r as devoid 
of the presence of life, or of motion, currents, etc.] 
The lake or inland sea in the south of Palestine* 
into which the Jordan flows; it has no outlet, and 
its waters are intensely salt and bitter. 

c 1250 Genesis Exod, 1223 De swarte flum, 6e dede se. 
c 1325 E . E. A Hit. P. B.1020 per faure citees worn set, 
nov is a see called, J>at ay is drouy and dym, and ded in hit 
kynde, Bio, blubrande, and blak . . Forhy derk dede see 
hit is denied. 1387 Trevisa Higdon (Rolls) I. 205 (Matz.) 
ludea. .hah in he souJ?e side pe dede Se. 1559 W. Cunning- 
ham Cosmogr. Glasse 144 It is also called the dead sea, 
because the water moveth not., nether can.. any fishe live 
there. 1825 J. Neal Bro. Jonathan II. 350 Deader than 
the dead-sea itself. 

b. atirib as in Dead Sea apple, Dead Sea 
fruit = Apple of Sodom : see Apple 3. 

1868 Miss Braddon ‘title), Dead Sea Fruit. 1869 Eng. 
Fleck. 24 Dec. 354/1 Dead Sea apples, Sodom apples, or mad 
apples, .are occasionally imported from Bussorah. 1882 The 
Garden 1 Apr. 220/1 The Asclepks above alluded to is what 
has been called the Dead Sea Fruit, ' 1883 L. Wingfield 
A. Rowe III. vi, 1x9 The baked' meats were Dead Sea fruit, 
and stuck in her throat. 

Bead set : see Set sb. 

Bead-thraw (-throw), Sc, if. Death-thkoe. 
Bea*&-tongue. A name for the umbelliferous 
plant ' CEnanthe crocata, from its paralysing 'effect 
on the organs of speech. 

1688 T. Lawson Let in Ray's Corr. (1848) 205 CEnanthe 
Cicuteefacie . . about Kendal and Hiltondale, Westmoreland, 
,* where, it ■■ is commonly called Dead Tongue. 2746 
Watson in Phil. Trans. XL IV. 233 This Oenanthe m 
Cumberland, where' the' Country'- People, '.call It. 'Dead 
."Tongue. 1878 Cnmbrld, Gloss., Deed tongue, the water 
hemlock or dropwort plant* CEnanthe crocata. 

Bead water, dead-water, [Dead a. 22 ] 

1 . ' Water without any current' still water. : ' 

2602 Holland Pliny 1 , 240 A standing poole or dead water. 

2692 T. H[ale] Acc. New Invent. 222 Its broad side lying 
to the Wind in /lead water. ^ . 2874 Burnand My Time xxiu 
297 We pulled in . .and ■ made for a quiet, nook in' dead-water. 

aitrib. 1792 J. Phillips Hist Inland Navig. Add. (1795) 
29"The advantages of a dead-water navigation.' 1 . 

2. Natd. The eddy water just behind the stem of 
a ship, under way. 

*637 Capt. Smith Seaman's Gram. ix. 42 Dead water is 


BEAD WEIGHT, 


DEAF. 


the Eddie water followes the sterne of the ship, not passing 
away so quickly as that slides by her sides- c 1850 R udini. 
Navig. (Weale) 114 Vessels with a round buttock have but 
little or no dead-water. 

3 . The stillest state of the tide, when the rise 
and fall are at a minimum ; the neap tide. (Cf. 
Dead a. 27.) 

1362 Eden Arte Nauig. n. xviii. 50 Whiche the Mariners 
call nepe tydes. .dead waters, or lowe fluddes. 

Bead weight, dea-d-weight. [Dead a. 

I? The heavy unrelieved weight of an inert body. 
(lit, and fig.) 

1660 Boyle New Exp.Phys. Mech.xxxnx. 238 When the 
Sucker came to be moved onely with a dead weighty or 
pressure. 1703 Savery M bur's Friend 8t The Moving 
Cause, as Mens Hands, Horses, or Dead Weight. _ 1711 
Skaftesb. Charac. 1. iii. (1737) I. 67 Pedantry and Bigotry 
are Mill-stones able to sink the best Book which carries the 
least part of their dead weight. 1844 Dickens Mart. Chuz. 
xdvi, Mrs. Gamp, .forced him backwards down the stairs by 
the mere oppression of her dead-weight, 
b, techn, (See quots.) 

1838 Simmonds Diet, Trade, Dead Weight, heavy mer- 
chandise forming part of a ship’s cargo. 1867 Smyth 
Sailors Word-bk . , Dead weight, a vessel's lading when it 
consists of heavy goods, but particularly such as pay freight 
according to their weight and not their stowage. *874 
Knight Diet, Meek ., Dead-weight, the weight of the vehicle 
of any kind ; that which must be transported in addition to 
the load. 1881 Lubbock in Nature No. 6x8. 412 The saving 
in dead weight, by this improvement alone, is from 10 to 16 
per cent. 

2 . A heavy inert weight ; fig. a heavy weight or 
burden pressing with unrelieved force upon a per- 
son, institution, etc. 

1731 De Foe Mem. Cavalier (1840) 282 The Scots . .were 
always the dead weight upon the king's affairs. 178s C. 
Thomas in Med. Commun. II. 79 A lump or dead weight, 
as he termed it, in his inside, 1793 A. Young Trav. France 
113 His character is a dead weight upon him. 1823 Haz- 
litt Table-t., Convers. of Lords (1852) 242 We not only 
deter the student from the attempt, but lay a dead-weight 
upon the imagination. 1876 F. E. Trollope. Charming 
Fellow III. xviii, 229 It was extremely exhilarating, .to find 
himself free, .of the dead weight of debt. 
f 3 . ‘ A name given to an advance by the Bank 
of England to Government on account of the half- 
pay and pensions of the ret ired officers of the Army 
and Navy ’ (Simmonds Diet Trade). Obs. 

The debt was paid off by an annuity which ceased in 1867. 
1833 Cobbett Rut. Rides (1885) I. 320 The six hundred 
millions of Debt and the hundred and fifty millions of dead- 
weight 2826 J. Hume in Hansard XVI. 184-5 The year 
1822, when Mr. Vansittart brought before parliament the 
notable expedient to pay for the dead-weight. .The country 
were induced to believe, that in forty-four years the whole 
of the dead-weight would be annihilated by the gradual 
decrement, by death, of the persons to whom the allowances 
out of it were payable. 1837 Genii. Mag. XCVIL iu 13 
Placed on the superannuation or dead weight list. 

Bead well, dead-well. [Dead a. 15, 22.] 

1 . A well dug down into a porous stratum, to 
carry off surface or refuse water : called also absorb- 
ing well , dumb well. Cf. dead- hole (Dead a. D, 2). 

1832-61 Archil Publ. Soc. Diet. i. 5 In some parts of 
England absorbing wells are known under the name of 
dead wells. 1875 Ure Diet. Arts II. 10 Dead wells, wells 
which are made to carry off refuse waters. 

2. A y well ’ or excavation into which the weights 
of a large clock descend. 

1867 Musgrave Nooks <5- Corners Old Fr. I. 261 A * dead 
well ‘ of some twenty feet depth, which used to receive the 
descending weights cf a great clock. 

Bead wood, dea*d-wood. 

X. Wood dead upon the tree ; the dead branches 
of fruit-trees, or the like ; hence fig. 

To get, have, possess Du dead-wood (U.S. slang) ; to have 
one at a disadvantage, secure the advantage, 

1873 C. King Mountain Sierra Nev. x. 2x1 He considered 
himself to possess the ‘dead-wood’. 

2 . Naut. Solid blocks of timber fastened just 
above the keel at each end of the ship, to strengthen 
those parts. 

1727-52 Chambers Cycl. s.v. Skip (Plate), The rising or 
Dead Wood. 1769 Falconer Diet. Marine (1789b It de- 
termines the heighth of the dead-wood, afore and abaft. 
1879 Cassell's Techn. Educ. IV. 187/2 The deadwood, stem- 
son, and other strengthenings. 

attrib. 31793 Trans. Soc. Encourag. A rts X. 225 To draw 
the Kelson and dead-wood bolts out. 1867 Smyth Sailor's 
Word-bk., Deadwood knees, the upper foremost and after- 
most pieces of dead wood, 

Bea'd-work, dead work. 

+ 1. Naut. (See quots.) Obs. 

*653 H. Cogan tr. Pinto's Trav. xxi, 75 Together with 
all the dead works, as the cabins and galleries without. 
1769 Falconer Diet. Marine (1789), Dead work, all that 
part of a ship which is above water when she is laden. 
c 1850 Rudim. Navig. (Weale) 154 Supernatant part of the 
ship, that part which, when afloat, is above the water; 
anciently expressed by the name of dead-work. 

2 . Mining. Work not directly productive, but 
done in preparation for future work. 

1869 R. B. Smyth Goldfields of Victoria 609 Dead- 
work, the opening up or preparatory work for mining by 
sinking shafts and winzes, driving levels and cross-cuts. 
1872 Raymond Statist. Mines 60 They will, .save the ex- 
pense of timbering, and much ‘ dead work * in prospecting. 

3 . Work in hand, not finished. 

x888 Chicago Inter-Oeean (Farmer), To-night the joint 
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committee issued a circular commanding the men to quit 
everything but dead work. [2891 Daily News 23 May 6/5 
[Tailors' Strike ) Another man declared . . that they shoutd 
refuse to touch any of their ‘ dead * d- e -> work m hand) until 
the strike was over.] , r 

Beady (de - di). slang. A name for gm, or for 
a particular quality of gin. 

[So called app. from the name of the distiller. The London 
Directory for 1812 has D. Deady, Distiller and Brandy- 
merchant, Sol's Row, Tottenham Court Rd.] 

[x8ia Sporting Mag . XXXIX. 138 At a public house 
where Sam had been copiously sipping Deady s max.] 18x9 
T. Moore Tom Crib’s Mem. Congress App., I o quaff Uur 
Deady o'er some State Affairs, a 1843 Southey Doctor 
Interchapter xvi. (D.), Some of the whole-hoggery in the 
House of Commons he would designate by Deady, or Wet 
and Heavy ; some by weak tea, others by Blue-Rum. 

De-aerate: see De- II. 1. 

Beaf(def), a. Forms: 1-3 deaf, Orm. dmf, 
(2-3 fl. daaue), 3-6 def, (3-5 pi. deue, 4 Ayenb. 
dyaf, dyaue, dyeaue), 4-5 deef(f, (pi. deetie), 
4-6 defe, (deff(e, 5 deif, deyf(fe), 6 deefe, deaffe, 
(Sc. deiffi), 6-7 deafe, 7- deaf. [A Common 
Teutonic adj.: OE. diaf^QF ris. ^/(WFris. deaf), 
OS. dfi (MDu., Du., MLG. doof ,v), LG. def), 
OHG. toup (b), (MHG. ioup, Ger. taub), ON. 
daufr (Sw. dofi, TD&.dbv), Goth. daufs(b\ OTeut. 
*daub-oz, from an ablaut stem dcud-, daub-, dub, 
pre-Teut. dheubh to be dull or obtuse of percep- 
tion : cf. Goth, afdaubnan to grow dull or obtuse, 
also Gr. 7 vfkos (:~ 6 vp-) blind. The original 
diphthong remains in north, dial. ; in standard 
Eng. the vowel was long until the modern period, 
and so late as 1717-8 it was rimed with relief by 
Prior and Watts ; the pronunciation (dzf) is still 
widely diffused dialectally, and in the United States. 
In many Eng. dialects the ea is still diphthongal, deeaf ] 

1 . Lacking, or defective in, the sense of hearing. 
c 823 Vesp. Psalter xxxvii[i], 14 Swe swe deafic ne ge[berde]. 
ci2co Trin. Coll. Horn. 129 Also to deue men. rxaoo 
Ormin 15500 Dumbe menn & dmfe. a 1335 St. Marker, 20 
Nober dumbe ne deaf, c 1386 Chaucer Frol. 446 But she 
wassomdel deef [v.r, def, defe] and bat was scathe. 1398 
Trevisa Barth. De P. R. xvn. clxxxviii. (1495^ 729 Vynegre 
helpith deyf eeres. c 1440 Promp. Parv. 115 Deffe, surdus. 
X538 Starkey England 212 As you wold tel a tale to adeffe 
man. 1601 Shaks. pul. C. 1. iu 213 Come on my right hand, 
for this eare is deafe. vjx 7 Prior Alma n. 3 66 Till death 
shall bring the kind relief, We must be patient, or be deaf. 
17x8 Watts Ps, cxxxv. 7 Blind are their eyes, their ears are 
deaf [rime relief]. x8x8 Scott Hrt. Midi, xxxv, You know 
our good Lady Suffolk is a little deaf. 1871 B. Taylor 
Faust (1875' II* I * i* 5 Iu the rocks beneath the leaf, If it 
strikes you, you are deaf. 

b. absol., esp. in pi. the deaf, deaf people, 
irxooo Ags. Gosp. Matt. xi. 5 Blinde xeseoj>. .deafe ge- 
hyrap. c 1200 Vices 4 Virtues { 1888} 75 ^e blinde, 8 


^ . fit dumbe, 

fit deaue, 3 e hake. ' a X300 Cursor Kf 1 13x07 (Cott.) pe def 
has hering, blind has sight. x6xx Bible Isa . xxxv, 5 Then 
, . the eares of the deafe shalbe vnstopped. 1855 Browning 
Master Hugues xxvi, Who thinks Hugues wrote for the 
deaf?. . try again ; what’s the clef? 
e. fig. said of things. 

a 1000 Juliana 150 pint ic..dumbum and deafum deofol- 
Xieldum. .gaful onhate. 1605 Shaks. Macb. v. i, 81 Infected 
mindes To their deafe pillowes will discharge their secrets. 
1821 Shelley Prometh. Unb. 1. 29 Have its deaf waves not 
heard my agony ? 

d. Proverbial phrases. As deaf as an adder or a 
post (formerly and still dialectally as deaf as a door, 
door-post , door-nail , etc.) ; none so deaf as those who 
won't hear . (Deafness is attributed in the Bible, 
Ps. Iviii. 5, to the adder ( * pethen the asp) ; cf. 
the name deaf -adder in 7.) 

[a 1400-30 A lexander 4747 Dom as a dore-nayie & defe 
was he bathe.] 1551 Crowley Pleas, p Pain 93 Ye deafe 
dorepostis, coulde ye not heare ? 1563 J. Hkywood Prov. 
Epigr. (1867) X43 Who is so deafe, as he that will not heare. 
1606 Breton Mis. Mavillia Wks. (Grosart) 49 iD.) He is as 
deafe as a doore. x6xx Cqtgr., Sourd com me vn tapis, as 
deafe as a doore-nayle (say we', a 1693 ^ kquhart R abelais 
in, xxxiv, He was as deaf as a Door -nail. 1824 Bentham Bk. 
of Fallacies Wks. 1843 II. 412 None are so completely 
deaf as those who will not hear, a *845 Hood Tale of 
Trumpet iv, She was deaf as a post , . And as deaf as 
twenty similes more, Including the adder, that deafest of 
snakes. 

[C825 Vesp. Ps. lv». 4 (O Swe nedran deafe, 1333 
Coverd. ibid.. Like the deaf Adder that stoppeth hir eares.] 

e. Deaf and dumb : also used absol. ( m Deaf* 
mute) and thence attrib as ‘a deaf-and-dumb 
alphabet \ 

a 1225 Ancr. R. xo8 Ich heold me al stille .. . ase dumbe $c 
deaf de <5 pet naueS non onswere. c 1400 Destr. Troy 4281 
Pof it defe were & dourabe, dede as a ston. 1623 Sir J. 
Stradung Divine Poems m. xlvj, 96 The deaf-and-duinbe 
he made to heare and speake. 1669 Holder EUm. Speech 
App. x 14 Now as to the most general case of those who are 
deaf and dumb, I say they are dumb by consequence from 
their deafness. 1774 Johnson West. /si. Wks. X. 520 There 
is . . in Edinburgh .. a college of the deaf and dumb. 1863 
Tylor Early Hist, Man. iu 17 The real deaf-and-dumb 
language of signs, 

f. In restricted sense: Insensible ft? certain kinds 
of sounds, musical rhythm, etc. 

*784 Cowper Task VI. 646 Deaf as the dead to harmony, 
x86o Tyndall Glac. 1. xxiii. 167 A world of sounds to which 
I had been before quite deaf. 1870 Lowell Study Wind. 
(1886) 241 His remarks upon versification are . . instructive 
to whoever is not rhythm-deaf. 


2 fig. Not giving ear; unwilling to hear or heed, 
inattentive. Const, to (fat). Phrase, to turn a 

deaf ear (to). , 

1207 R. Glouc. (Rolls) 7220 Hit bej> deue & blinde iwys, 
bat hii nolle)/ non god Jzyng yhure ne yse. 1393 Langu / . 
PI. C. xu. 61 For god is def now a dayes and deynep nouht 
ous to huyre. 01440 Hylton Scala Perf. (W. de W. 1494) 
11 xxii. Make deef ere to hem as though t ou herdehem not. 
1548 Udall, etc. Erasm. Par. Matt, iii. 30 Mankinde was 
in a manner deaffe at the law of nature. 1607 Shaks* Timm 

1. ii 257 Oh that mens eares should be To Counsell deafe, 
but not to Flatterie. 1655 Jennings Else 100 1 ’he reason 
that hath caused.. your piity to be deaf at my prayers. 
17x0-11 Swift Jrnl. Stella 7 Feb., I was deaf to all jnfcrea- 
ties. C1780 Burns Duncan Gray , Duncan fleech’d and 
Duncan pray’d ; Meg was deaf as Ailsa Craig. X838 Thirl- 
wall Greece 1 1 . xiii. 167 They were deaf to his summons, 
2887 R. N. Carey Uncle Max xxvi, 207 , 1 prudently turned 
a deaf ear to this question, 

f 3. Dull, stupid ; absurd. Obs. 
cx 440 Promp. Parv. xi 6 Deffe, or dutle (K. defle, If. P. 
deft ■, obhtsus, agrestic. 1482 in Eng. Gilds 1870) 315 Tailors’, 
Exeter, Callenge hym knalle, or horson, or deffe, or any 
yoder mysname. 154% R. Copland Ga/yen's 7 'crapeutyke 
2 Biv b, Otherwyse it shulde be a deafe thynge that y« 
thynge whiche is no more beynge shulde requyre cu.aeyon. 
f 4. Numb, without sensation. Obs, rare , 

15.. L. Andrew Noble Lyfe m. xcil in Babers Bk. 239 
Torpido is a fisshe, but who-so handeieth hym shalbe lame 
& defe of iymmes, that he shall fele no thvng. 

f 5. Of sounds: So dull as to be hardly or indis- 
tinctly heard ; muffled. Obs. [Cf. F. bruit sourd.} 
x6xa Shelton Quix. I, in. vi. 156 The deaf and confused 
Trembling of these Trees. *647 W. Browne Polex. 11. 106 
Assoone as Almanzor had made an end, there, was a deafe 
noise among all the assembly, tfoo Dkyoen Fables, Mete- 
ager A tat. 221 A deaf murmur through the squadron 
went — Ovid's Met. xn. 72 Nor silence is within, nor 
voice express. But a deaf noise of sounds that never .cease, 
0 . Lacking its essential character or quality; 
hollow, empty, barren, unproductive ; insipid. 
Cf. deaf nettle in 7 . Now chiefly dial. 
cB an K. ASlfred Gregory's Past Iii. 41 x Unxefyncle com 
. .code deaf. 14.. Gloss, in Wr.-Wtik.ker 718/36 Her sunt 
par es fructuunt..lloc nauci. .defe. 1553 Mulokt, Deaffe 
or doted, as that whyche hath no stauoure, surdus. 1633 
D. Rogers Treat. Sacraments t, 189 Tremble yow for your 
sitting so h»ng upon the diveis deafe egges, X788 M arshall 
Vorksh. Gioss., Deaf, blasted, or barren ; as a deaf cm of 
corn, or a deaf nut. 1878 Cumbrid. Gloss., Deef Deeaf. . 
Applied to corn, it means light grain ; and to land, weak 
and unproductive. 1883 Standard 27 Aug. 6/4 The grain 
is bulky, the ears are large, .although a few here and there 
are ‘deaf’, 1S88 IV. Somerset Word-bk . , Deaf, .applied ta 
any kind of fruit or seed enclosed in a shell m husk, which 
when opened is barren. 

b. Deaf nut : one with no kernel ; used fig. for 
something hollow, worthless, or unsubstantial. 

16x3 Bp. Hall Serm. 1 Sam. xii. 24 He is but a deaf nut 
thereto! e, that hath outward service without inward fear. 
*637 Rutherford Lett. (1862) I, 331, 1 live upon no deaf ' 
nuts* as we use to speak. 1788 {see prec.J, site# Scott 
Let, to C. A’. Sharpe 30 Dec- in Lockhart, The appoint* 
ments . . are £300 a year— no deaf nuts. *858 Di QinNCKF 
A utobi&g. Sk. Wks. I. 88 A. blank day, yielding absolutely 
nothing — what children call a deaf nut, offering no kernel. 
i C. Deaf arch « blind arch. Obs. rare. 

1815 Ann. Reg Chron. 43 In one of the deaf Arches, im- 
mediately adjoining the middle arch of the bridge. 

7. Comb., etc*, as deaf-eared, f -minded adjs, ; 
deaf-adder [cf. 1 d], a local name in England for 
the slow-worm or blind-worm, in U.S. for certain 
snakes supposed to be venomous ; deaf- dumb * 
Deaf - mutjs ; deaf - dumbness, dumbness or 
aphonia arising from deafness; de&f-ear, inj « 
Auricle 3 ; t (fo a cotyledon or seed-leaf of some 
plants ; dmf-nettle » Dead-nkttu?, 
x8o6 PoLwitKLR /fist, Cornwall t VI L trnWt have a kind 
of viper, which we call the long-cripple : it is the slow* worm 
or *deaf«adder of authors, i860 Bartlett Diet, Amer,, 
/Mauser, the name given by the Dutch settlers to this hog- 
nosed snake . . Other popular names in New York are Dec if* 
Adder and Buckwheat-nosed Adder, jBm Goat* Study 
Med. led, 4) I. 423 . A Me&f-dumh boy. Ibid. 421 The extent 
of Knowledge . , which the deaf-dumb have occasionaily 
.exhibited, /bid. 4x8 ■ Aphonia Smrdomm,. * Deafduntb- 
ness. *883 R. W, Rich as won Field of Disease vi 
Deafness, resulting ... from actual disease, m from cleitf* 
dumbness. *613. Ckoorr Body of Mem 374 ■ .At the ■ Barit of 
the heart on either side hangeth an appemlixe ,, which is 
called the Eare," not from any profile,. action mvm it hath’ 
saytth Galen, .and therefore w«e in E'nglbh call it commonly 
"the # deaftws.are, but ■ for the similitude. Ibid, 375 The 
■hollow veine.. is receiutd by the right ■ deaf* -rare. *796 
M R8. Glasse Cookery v, S Wash a large beast** heart clean, 
and cut off the dealeam sya^'BsAlk.if lam. Diet, ». v. 
Melon, The two .first leaves, which are call’d the Deaf Ears, 
of the' plant, will twirl or. coffer. *877 M*. IK Line, Gims n 
DimP-ears r \b% auricles of the heart, X51S5 Goimm (hdds 
Met, ix, '<15931 aap And word* of comfort to her '•cleafeard 
mini they spake. 1#* Marpicx Bk. of Notes *49 Tii« 
which are / dumme and are *deafe minded. . 1440 Promp. 

Parw. i 16 '* Deffe nettyile, artk-angeim, sifip A. M, tr. 
Gapethouefs Bk, Pkyskke aoi/i Deafe Nettle*, *877 N* IK 
Line. Gbm., 

Peaf (def), v. arch . or dial. Forms : 5 deffe, 

6 Sc. fi-f 4an,f® f "4i«ff, 7 * dawt 

(f. Deaf a. ; or an assimilation of the earlier 
Deave v. to the form of the ad]..] 
f L intr. To become deal Oh. ran, 

X530 Palsgr. 509/a, I deefe, I begyn to wante «iy hearing. 

2. tram. To make deaf, to deafen. 


deafeh, 
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BEAL, 


c 1460 Towneley Myst 314 Then defies hym with dyn the 
bellys of the kyrke When thai clatter. 1530 Palsgr. 509/2 
Thou deeffest me with thy kryeng so loude. 1595 Shaks. 
John n. i. 147 What cracker is this same that deafes our 
eares With this abundance of superfluous breath ? 1697 
Dryden JEneid vii. 130 A swarm of thin aerial shapes 
appears, And, flutt’ring round his temples, deafs his ears. 
1728 Vanbr. & Cib. Prov. Hush. n. i, Lord I this Boy is 
enough to deaf People. 1877 Holderness Gloss Decaff to 
deafen with noise, 
b. fig. and transf. 

1596 Lodge Marg. Amer. 7 Then inarched forth ech 
squadron, deaffing the aire with their cries. 1615 T. Adams 
Blacks Dev ill 13 Yet still [he] deafes himselfe to the cry of 
his owne conscience. 1637 N abbes Microcosm, in Dodsley 
IX. 127 If she urge Those accusations, deaf thy under- 
standing To her suggestions. 1821 Byron Heav. <$* Earth 
iii. 283 No more .. Than their last cries shall shake the 
Almighty purpose, Or deaf obedient ocean, which fulfils it. 

3 . To drown (a sound) with a louder sound. 

1640 G. Abbott Job Paraphr. xxxix. 25T Dealing their 
noise . . with his loud and daring neighings. 1821 Clare 
VilL Minslr. II. 95 The birds. .Were often deafd to silence 
with her song. 

Hence Dea ling vbl. sb and ppl. a . 

1612 Two Noble Kinsm , v. iii. 9 'Gainst the which there 
is No dealing but to hear. 1647 H. More Poems, Oracle 
39 The dealing surges, that with rage do boyl. 

Deafen. (de*fn\®. Also 7 deafFen. [f. Deaf 
a . : see -bn suffix &. A later synonym of pree.] 

1 . tram . To make deaf, to deprive of the power 
of hearing ; to stun with noise. Also fig. 

1597 [see Deafening ppl a. x]. 16x1 Cotgr., Assonrdh ' 
to deafen, or make deafe. 1634 Habington Castara (Arb ) 
79 We beginne To live in silence, when the noyse oth’ 
Bench Not deafens Westminster. 1717 Lady M. W. 
Montagu Lett. 1 Jan., Hunting horns, .that almost deafen 
the Company. 1855 Macaulay Hist. Eng. IV. 269 Racine 
left the ground .. deafened, dazzled, and tired to death. 

2 . To render (a sound) inaudible ; to drown by 
a louder sound. 

1823 Chalmers Serm. X. v. 126 With whom the Voice of 
God is therefore deafened by the voice and testimony of men. 
1827 Cooper Prairie 1 . vii. 102, I tarried till the mouths of 
my hounds were deafened by the blows of the chopper. 

3 . Building. To make (a door or partition) im- 
pervious to sound by means of pugging. Hence 
Deafening vbl. sb ., material used for this purpose, 
pugging ; deafening- board, a board fixed between 
door-joints to prevent sound from passing through 
the door. 

02824 T. Somerville Life (1861) 337 Few of the floors 
were deafened or plastered. 1839 M. Lafever Mod. Arckit. 
nt Strips nailed on the sides of the beams, to support 
the deafening board. 1864 Glasgow Herald 9 Apr., The 
heavy load of earth which has been put in for deafening. 
f 4 . intr. To become deaf. Obs. rare . 

2680 [see Deafening 2). 

Hence Dea fened ppl. a. 

x 6 o 3 Shaks. Per. v. i. 47 She . . with her sweet harmonic 
, .would, .make a bat trie through his deafend parts. 1678 
Dryden & Lee CE dipus 11 . Wks. (1883) VI. 172 MethinRs 
my deafened ears Are burst. 

Deafening (de-fnig), ppl. a. [-ing 2.] 

1 . That deafens or stuns with noise. 

1597 Shaks. 2 Hen. IV, in. i. 24 With deafTning Clamors. 
1667 Milton P. L. ii. 520 All the host of Hell With deaf- 
ning shout return’d them loud acclaim. 1791 Cowper Iliad 
Yx. 714 The tumult and the deaf’ning ain of war. 1858 
Frgude Hist. Eng, III. 498 The deafening storm of de- 
nunciation which burst out. 
t 2 , B coming deaf. Obs. rare. 

2680 Earl Roscom. Poems (1780) 81 Music no more 
delights our deaf king ears. 

Hence Be afeningly adv. , in a deafening manner. 
28:7 Hare Guesses (185;) 326 And beat it they do deafen- 
ing! y, at every corner of a street. 

DeafFe, obs. form of Deaf. 

De-afforest (df,afp*n*st). v. [ad. med.L. de- 
afforest-are : see De- pref. II. 1 and Afforest v,] 
= Disafforest. 

1640 Act 16 Chas. 7 , c. 16 § 5 The grounds Territories or 
places which have beene or are Deafforrested. 1670 Blount 
Law Diet.) De-afforested, that is discharged from being 
Forest ; or, that is freed and exempted from the Forest- 
Laws. 1839 Bailey Festus xix, (18481 208 The paradise 
Initiate of the soul, .that pleasant place, Erst deaflorested. 
So Be-affo:resta*tion. = Disafforestation. 

. 1659. •ri nc - Land-Mark betw. Prince <f* People 15 [They] 

P rocured many deaffor restations for the people. 1671 F. 
'HiLLii s Reg. Nccess. 498 Their many deafforrestaiions. 

f Deaf head. Obs. [See head.] Deafness. 

0x33,0 in Archaeol. XXX. 351 For defhed of bed & for 
dul herynge. 

Deafish (de-fif), a. [f. Deaf a. + -ish.] Some- 
what deaf. 

xfixx Cotgr., Sourdastre, deafish, thick© of hearing. 2664 
Cotton Scarron. iv. (1741)85 For still thou deafish art to’t. 
*794”® E. Darwin Zoon. (1801) II. 443 Ether dropped into 
the ears of some deafish people. 

Deafly (defli), adv. [f. as prec. + -LY 2 .] In 
a deaf manner ; a. Without hearing {lit. and Jig.) ; 
b. Dully, indistinctly; ‘ obscurely to the ear' t J.V 
c 1330 R. Brunne Chron. Wace 5236 Bot lulus Cesar 
wold hym nought here; fiul defiike [v. r. defly } herde 
he his preyere. " 1552 ' Huloet, Deafiye, surde. 1626 T. 
H[awkins] Caussin’s Holy Crt . 36 Thev might (perhaps) 
deafly attend d ©notion in the silence of a little family, 1827 
Pollok Course T. m. xoas Blindly, deafly, obstinate, a xQ'x 
Clough ■ Misc . Poems , Uranus ax Deafly heard Were 
hauntings dim of old astrologies. 


IT Deafly deep. Of uncertain meaning. With quot. 
1400 cf. devely , Devil y a. 

c 1400 Sowdone Bab. 265 The Dikes were so develye depe, 
Thai helde hem selfe Chek-mate. 1605 Sylvester Du 
B artas iu iii. iv. (1641) 184/2 Rivers the most deafly-deep. 
Deafly, var. form of Deavely a. 

Deaf-mute, a., sb. [After F. sourd-muet.\ 
a. Deaf and dumb. b. One who is deaf and dumb. 

1837 Penny Cycl. VIII. 322/2 s. v. Deaf and Dumb , In 
all these conditions of deafness, the person is consequently 
mute , or dumb. Hence the expression Deaf-Mute, as used 
in the continental languages, and Deaf and Dumb , as used 
in England and America. 1865 New Syd. Soc. Year-Bk. 
for 1864. 479 A deaf-mute' child. 1882 H. Jamfs Portr. 
Lady xxv, He might as well address her in the deaf-mute’s 
alphabet. 

Hence Dea'f-mirteness, BeaT-murtism, the 
condition of a deaf-mute. 

1874 H. R. Reynolds John Bapt. ii. 109 The deaf-mute- 
ness of Zacharias. 2865 New Syd. Soc. Year-Bk. for 1864. 
318 Congenital, deaf-mutism. 1874 Roosa Dis. Ear 515 
Deaf-muteism is caused by diseases of the middle and in- 
ternal ears. .1884 A. J. Ellis in Athenaeum 12 Jan. 55/2 
This art [of lip-reading], the keystone of the modern bridge 
from deaf-mutism to deaf sociality. 

Deafness (de*fnes). P'or forms see Deaf a. 
[See -ness.] The state or condition of being deaf. 

1398 Trevisa Barth, de P. R. v. xii. (1495) 1x7 Yf colera be 
wasted in deyf men, defines is taken awaye. c 1440 Promp. 
Par v. 116 Deffenesse, surditas. x6xo Shaks. Temp, 1. ii. 
xc6 Your tale. Sir, would cure deafenesse. 1682 J. Norris 
H lerocles 138 The blindness and deafness of those Souls 
which fall into Vice, i860 Tyndall Glac. 1. xxiii. 167 The 
deafness was probably due to a strain of the tympanum. 

Deaken, -on, deakne, obs. ff. Deacon. 

Deal (dll), sb . 1 Forms; 1-3 dal, (1 dael), 
3-6 del, 4-5 deel, delle, 4-6 dell, 4-7 dele, 5 
deyll, 5-6 deele, deil!(e, 6 deyle, (daill), 5-7 
deale, 6 deall, 6- deal. [A common Teut. sb. : 
OE. deel) corresp. to OFris. del , OS. del (MDu., 
Du. deef MLG. del, deil, LG. deel, dH), OHG., 
MHG., mod G. teil , Goth, dail-s:— OTeut. *daili-z: 
cf. Lith. dal is, OSlav. dilzi part, delitt to divide. 
Beside the form duel (with (B umlaut of OTeut. 
at), OE. had also, without umlaut, ddl, whence 
Dole and Dale 2 .] 

I. A part, portion, amount, 
f 1 . A part or division of a whole ; a portion, 
fraction, section. Obs. 

a 800 Corpus Gloss. 548 Conpetentes portiunculas , jjelim- 
pliee daele. c 883 K. Alfred Booth, xxxi.i. § 2 Hi. .heora 
god on swa manige daelas todaelaj?. c xooo Ags. Gosp. Matt, 
xxvii. 51 Dies temples vvah-ryft wear <5 tosliten on twe^en 
daelas. 0x203 Lay. 21125 He a fif d«ele daelde his ferde. 
1340 A yenb. 164 pt filozofes . . to-delden ^ise uirtues ine zix 
deles. 1358 Trevisa Barth, de P. P. xiv, iii. (1495* 469 
Monteynes . . passe vpwarde aboue the other deale of the 
londe. c 1440 Promp. Parv. 1x7 Dele, or parte, porcio. 
*594 Carkw Tasso (1881) 9 He ceast, and vanisht flew to 
th' vpper deale, And purest portion of the heauenly seat. 

fb. With an ordinal number, expressing an 
aliquot part of the whole. See also Half-deal. 

97X Blickl. Horn. 35 We sceolan . . syllan }>one teo}?an dael 
ure worldspeda. c 1205 Lay. 30x9 pea pridde del of mine 
londe. c 1350 Will. Palerne 1284 pe furpe del of a furlong. 
1393 Gower Conf. II. 198 Be so that he the halve dele Hem 
graunt. c 1430 Two Cookery-bks. 21 lake pe to del 3©lkys 
of eyron, pe pridde dele Hony. 1534 Act 26 Hen . YU I, 
c. 3 § 23 The moitie and halfe deale of euery suche pension. 
153S Coverdale Lezu xiv. 10 Thre tenth deales of fyne 
floure. x6ox Holland Pliny vn. 1 , A good moity and halfe 
deale thereof. x6xx Bible Num. xv. 9, A meate ofiering of 
three tenth deales of flowre. X737 Whiston Josephus* 
Antiq. in. x. § 5 They, .bring one tenth deal to the altar. 

t c. With indefinite and distributive numerals, 
as a, each, every, never a, no, some, etc. See also 
Every-deal, Some-deal, etc. Obs. or arch. 

cx 200 Ormin 3720 All wass it filledd iwhille dael Purh 
Crist i Cristess time, a X300 Cursor M. 20276 (Cott.) O pine 
ne sal i thol na dele, c 1384 Chaucer H. Fame 1. 331 
Suche godelyhede In speche and neuer a dele of trout he. 
15.. Merline 896 in Furniv. Percy Folio 450 That this 
woman hath told eche deale, certez I beleeue itt weele. 
153* Elyot Gtm. i. xx. The straunge kynge . . understode 
euery dele of the mater. [1870 Magnusson & Morris 
Volsuuga Saga 67 Then Sigurd ate some deal of Fafnir’s 
heart. 1884 J. Payne iqoi Nights IX. x66 Moreover, they 
ate not anydele of tlie food that remained in the tray.] 
t d. With other, and comparative words, as 
more, most . less, better , and the like, distinguishing 
one of two parts, or a part from the remainder. 
The other deal ; the other part, the rest, the re- 
mainder. The better deal (fig.) : the superiority, 
the better. For the most deal ; for the most part, 
mostly, on most occasions. Obs. 

1258 Eng. Proclam . Hen. /// (Trans. Pkilol. Soc. 
1 868/0, 19), Vre raedesraen alle, oper pe moare dael of heom. 
x»97 R. Glouc. (Rolls) 7582 pe mestedel of heyemen . . Bep 
icome of pe Normans, cx 380 Sir Ferumb. 669 He. .ne 
a-3en no man ne tok querel. .pat he ne hadde pe betere 
deel. 1387 Trevisa Higdon (Rolls) II. 2x9 Now for pe 
most© deel he fleep mannys si^t. 2398 — Barth de P. K. 
v. i. (Tollem. MS.), pey hep greuous to oper dele of pe body 
[residuo corporis], a 1400-50 Alexander 5568 pe drejest 
deele of paim died of his dukis handis. 1447 Bokenham 
Seyntys (Roxh ) 164 Whan she hys feet anoyntyd had weel 
..Upon hys heed she poryd the tothir deel* 1481 Caxton 
Reynard xvl (Arb.) 35 He made it so that he had the beste 
dele, I gate not halfe my parte, c xsxx 1st Eng. Bk. Amer. 
(Arbri Introd. 30/1 Wherof ye moost deyle is. .kyt of of the 


holy Romes chyrche. 1572 Bossewell Armorie n. 53 b, 
All the other deale of his body hathe the fourme of a title 
hounde. 

*t e. By the tenth deal : ten-fold ; by a thousand 
deal ; a thousandfold. Apparently an erroneous 
use originating in negative expressions where it 
means ‘ not by the tenth or thousandth part J (see 
quot. 1400). 

c X330 R. Brunne Chron. (18x0) 261 If pel now powere 
had of vs, wite 3© wele, Streiter we suld be lad bi pe tend 
dele. C1384 Chaucer H. Fame iii. 405 Woxen on high.. 
Wei more be a thousand© dele Than hyt was erst, c 2400 
Rom. Rose 1074 In this world is noone it lyche, Ne by 
a thousand deelle so riche. 2402 Pol. Poems (Rolls) II. 31 
Then was it better doe than is nowe. .by a thousand dele. 

*t 2 . A part allowed or apportioned to any one ; 
a portion, share, dole. Obs. exc. dial. 

c8z 3' Yesp. Psalter cxli. 6 [cxlii. 5] Du ear# hyht min 
dael min in eorSan lif^endra. c xooo Ags. Gosp. Luke xv. 
12 Faeder, syle me minne dael rninre aehte. c 2325 Coer de 
L. 2220 Their tresour and their meles He toke to his own 
deles. 1387 Trevisa Higden (Rolls) I. 407 He delep his 
mete at pe me], And |euep eueriche manis del. 15. . Kyng 
Sf Hermyt 337 in Hazl. E. P. P. I. 25 Every man schall 
have his dele. 2535 Coverdale i Sam. I. 5 But vnto Anna 
he gaue one deale heuely for he loued Anna. 2647 Her- 
rick Noble Numbers , Widdowes Teares , The deale Of 
gentle paste and yeelding Dow That thou on widdowes 
didst bestow. 1806 Forsyth Beauties Scoil. IV. 132 The 
remainder [of the money] is divided into shares, called deals, 
according to the number of persons entitled to a portion 
of it. 

b. A portion or share of land ; cf. Dale 2 1 and 
Dole sb. * 

2600 , 5 V. Acts Jas. VI {x 8x4) IV. 241 The cottaris deallis, 
and aucht akeris of land occupyit be pe fischeris of Feme. 
1633 Sc. Acts Chas. I (1814* V. 125 The tua dealles of land 
lyand betuix the lands of Grainge and HaltounehilL 1852 
Cumbrld. Gloss., Dead, a narrow plot of ground in a com- 
mon-field, set out by land-marks. 

3 . A quantity, an amount ; qualified as good, 
great, vast, or the like; formerly, also, as poor, 
small, little) etc. A great deal ; a large part, 
portion, allowance, or amount (of anything), very 
much. A good deal ; a considerable amount. Cf. 
Lot (in a great lot, good lot, etc.). 

c 2000 Sax. Leechd. II. 202 Micel dael bewylledes wseteres 
on huni^es godum daele. c 2230 Halt Meid. 29 Ha. .^isceS 
pah after muchele deale mare, a 1300 Cursor M. 13493 
(Cott.) Hai par was a mikel dele, a 1400-50 Alexander 
3703 Coupis . . pai fande bot a fewe dele forged of siluir. 
c 1430 Two Cookery-bks. 15 Safroun, & a god e dele Salt. 
2570 Levins Marnp. 207/37 A lyttle deale, parum. 2596 
Shaks. x Hen. IY, n. iv. 592 But one halfepenny-worth of 
Bread to this intollerable deale of Sacke 1 2609 Bible 

(Douay) 2 Mace. iii. 6 The treasurie at Jerusalem was ful 
of innumerable deale of money. 2622 J. Mayer Eng. 
Catech. 207 Where ignorance preuaileth there can be but 
a poore deale of loue. 2673 Ray Joum. Lcnu C. 57 There 
being so vast a deal of room, that 40,000 people may shelter 
themselves in it. 2685 H. More Some Cursory Reft. A ij b, 
To make such a Tragical deal ado about it. 2721 Hearne 
Collect. (Oxf. Hist. Soc.) III. 223 A great Deal of Lead. 
1771 Franklin Autobiog. Wks. 1840 I. 6 He was also a 
good deal of a politician. 2790 Beatson Nav, _ «£• Mil. 
Mem. I. 183 A most violent hurricane, which did an in- 
credible deal of damage, 2874 C. Geikie Life in Woods vi. 
202 A good deal of ram having fallen. 1873 Jowett Plato 
(ed. 2) I. 103 There is a great deal of truth in what you say. 

b. absol. (the thing referred to being implied 
or understood). 

c 2450 St. Cutkl>ert (Surtees' 2971 Aftirwarde a litel dele, 
Cuthbert was prayde to karlele, Prestes to ordayne. 2659 
Burton's Diary (1828) IV. 451, I see no need of it. The 
danger is a great deal. 1712 Steele Sped. No. 51 Tr 2 
But there is a great deal to be said in Behalf of an Author. 
2720 De Foe Capt. Singleton xvi. (1840) 271 Our beef and 
hogs., being not yet all gone by a good, deal. 1765 A 
Dickson Treat. Agric . (ed. 2) 160 A great deal depends 
upon the just proportions of its several parts. 2872 B. 
Taylor Faust 1 . Prelude 3 They’ve read an awful deal. 
2891 in Law Times XCI. 233/2 Whatever may be thought 
of the, .propriety of a good deal that was done. 

4. A deal is used pregnantly for a good ox great 
deal, etc. ; an undefined, but considerable or large 
quantity ( rarely number) ; a 1 lot colloq. 

1$.. Mylner of Abyngton 50 in Hazl, E. P. P. II T, 102 Of 
each maunes come wolde he steak M ore than his toledish by 
a deale. 2397 Gerarde Herbal 1. xxxi. § 2. 42 Nothing' else 
but a deale 01 flocks set and thrust togither. 1602 Shaks. 
Twel, N. in. i. 157 O what a deale of scorne lookes beauti- 
ful! in the contempt and anger of his lip S 1627-77 Feltham 
Resolves 1. xxx. 52 What a deal of sweetness do we find 
in mild disposition? 1742 Richardson Pamela (2824) I. 
xxii. 34 He and Mrs. Jervis had' a deal of talk, as she told 
me. 1777 Johnson Let. 26 Oct., I have a deal to look 
after, 2780 Phil. ■ Trans. . LXX. 493 A tornado last night, 
with, a . deal of rain, . thunder, and lightning. "2832 Ht. 
Martineau Life 'in Wilds v. 62 Saving us a deal of trouble. 
2873 Jowett Plato I. 351 Talking a deal of nonsense. : ■ 
II. Adverbial 'Uses." 

f 5 , Connected with tbe notion of ; * part, bit, 
whit 9 : Any deal, to any extent, any '.whit : some 
deal, to some extent, somewhat ; each deal, each 
a deal, every 'deal, ilk a deal, every bit, every whit, 
entirely; half en deal, half ; mesten del, for the most 
part, mostly. See also Evekyleal, Halfendeal, 
Sgmedeal, etc. Obs. 

a 700 Epinal Gloss. 731 Partim, sume daeli [Erfurt sumse 
dteli], a 1225 St. Marker . 17 We luueS bi pe lufte aire 
mesten- del. <2x300-2440. [see. 'E ach i d]. a 1300 Cursor 
M. 17400 (Cott.) Your sagh.es kse, euer-ilk del. c 2340 
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Ibid. 23532 (Trim) Wipouten tariynge any dele. i 375 ~ I 7 I S 
[see Everydeal 2}. cx 400 Sowdone Bab. 20x6 i'ille he 
were rested to colis Ilkadele. 1471 Ripley Comp. Alck.n, 
in Ashin. (1652) 138 The whych unknowen thy Warke ys 
lost ech dele, 1513 Douglas ALueis u, iv. 33 As I sail 
schew the verite ilka deil. 1553 Grimalde Cicero's Offices 
106 a, Was hee any deale the richer ? 1590 Spenser F. Q. 
hi. ix, 53 The. .hevenly lampes were halfendeale ybrent. 
1710 Philips Pastorals iv. 25 Albeit some deal I pipe. 

+ b. In the negative Never a deal , no deal , not 
a deal: never a bit, not a whit, not at all. Obs. 

cxzgo Gen, & Ex. 230 It ne vvrocte him neuere a del. 
^1340 Cursor M. 23332 (Trim) Of hem shul j?ei re we no del. 
c 1433 Hoccleve Tale Jouathas 277 Hir conpaignie he 
nat a deel forsooke. c 1450 St. CuiJihert (Surtees) 4678 j?e 
pepill it lylced netter a dele. 1548 Uoall, etc. Erasm. Par. 
jfokn vii. 57 Neuer a deale moued to cum to better aduise- 
ment. 1569 Stocker Died. Sic . n. xliv, 100 His father was 
no deale contented with the league. 1579 Tomson Calvin's 
Serm. Tim. 392/1 They ..are neuer a deale more accept- 
able to God. a i6oq Captaine Care xxvi, in Child Ballads 
III. vi. clxxviii. 431/2 His harte was no dele Iighte. 

6. Connected with the notion of ‘ amount ’ or 
f extent ’ : A great deal, to a great extent or degree, 
greatly, very much ; a good deal , to a considerable 
extent or degree, considerably ; a vast deal, vastly; 
fmuch deal, etc. a. as verbal adjuncts. 

1362 WinJet Certain Tract, i. Wks. 1888 I. 3 To lat 
down ane grete dele thair hie sailis. 1572 Forrest Theo- 
ghilus 109 (in Anglia VII.) The iuste prayer much deale 
for to prevayle. 1719 De Foe Crusoe (1840) II. viii. 183, 

1 . .bled, .a great deal, a 1845 Hood Last Man xxvii, The 
beggar man grumbled a weary deal. 2887 Sala in Must. 
Loud. News 19 Mar., I had travelled a good deal in earth- 
quaking lands. 

fo. as adjuncts of adjectives or adverbs in the 
comparative or superlative, or their equivalents. 

1526 Tindale Mark in. 48 He cryed the moove a greate 
deale. 1578 Lyte Dodoens vi. xlii. 713 Wilde Peares.. 
do drie and stop a great deale more then the others. 
1381 G. Petite tr. Guazzo's Civ. Conv. (15861 n. 88 b, The 
kitchin was a greate deale too little. 1692 Locke Educ. 

§ t6o To have them [letters! a pretty deal bigger than he 
should ordinarily write. 1796 Jane Austen Pride <$* Prep. 
vi. (1813) 11 You are a great deal too apt. .to like people in 
general. 1870 Dickens E. Drood viii, You take a great ! 
deal too much upon yourself. 1875 Jowett Plato I. 493 At 
a point a good deal lower than that at which they rose. 

7. A deal : to an undefined but considerable 
amount or extent; much, colloq. 

1736 Toldervy Hist. Two Orphans III. 21 She talked a 
deal. i8n Lamb Guy Faux , The first part of this dilemma 
isadeal too shocking to think of. 1833 Mrs. Gaskell North. 

<| S. xvii, Beside, I shall be a deal here to make it more 
lively for thee. 1857 Hughes Tom Brown 1. iv, You boys 
of this generation are a deal tenderer fellows than we used 
to be. 

III. 8. Comb, fin OE. and early ME.), as 
■f i lei (dal) ncominde, -takand, participator, sharer; 

4 del-taking, participation ; f dealsman (Se.) } a 
partner, sharer. 

4:825 Vesp. Psalt. cxviii[i]. 63 Daelniomend ic earn alra 
ondredendra See. c 1173 Lamb. Horn. 47 Beo heo dal 
neominde of heofene riches blisse. <11300 E. E. Psalter 
cxviii. 63 Del-takand l am ofal j?e dredand. Ibid. cxxi[i]. 3 
Of wham in him self del-taking hisse. 1563 A berdeen Reg. 

V. 25 (Jam.) The awnaris and delismen of the said schip. 

Deal (dfl), sbf [f. Dealt/.] An act or the 
act of dealing. 

I. The act or system of dividing into parts for 
distribution ; sharing. 

1873 J. G. Bertram Harvest of Sea 331 At that time 
most of the herring boats of Shellbraes were managed on 
the sharing system, or by ‘the deal ’, as it was called. 
t 2 . Dealing; intercourse, Se. See Dale 2 2. 

1388 A. King tr. Canisius* Caiech. 6 To haue carnel deale 
with ane v^er mans vyffe, 1394 Willobie Avisa xix, Be- 
cause you love a secret deale. 

3 . Cards. The distribution to the players of the 
cards required for a game ; fa single round or 
game marked by one distribution of the cards (obs.). 

1607 Heywood Woman Killed with Kindness Wks. 1874 
II, 123 My minds not on my game ; Many a deale I haue 
lost. 1674 Cotton Compl. Gamester xi, At French Ruff you 
must lift for deal. 17 28 Swift Jrttl. of Mod. Lady, How 
can the muse, .in harmonious numbers put The deal, the 
shuffle, and the cut ? 1739 Gray Let. to Mother 21 June, 
You sit down, and play forty deals without/ intermission, 
1778 C. Jones Hoyle's Games Tmgr. 61 You risk the losing 
of three or four Tricks in that Deal to gain one only, i860 
Bohn's Handbk. Games n. 68 If a. card is faced in the deal, 
there must be a new deal, unless it is the last card, 

4 . An act of dealing or buying and selling ; a 
business transaction, bargain, vulgar or slang. 

" 1837-40 Hauburton ClackmAx 862) 305 Six dollars' apiece 
for the pictures is about the fair deal for the price, 1861 
Hughes Tom Brown at Oxf. vi. (1889) 52 He wanted, to 
have a deal with me for Jessy [mare], 1879 E. K. Bates' 
Egypt. Bonds l. iii. 51 He wants to make a deal for some 
chickens and vegetables in the morning. 

b. spec. A transaction of an underhand or ques- 
tionable nature ; a private or secret arrangement in 
commerce or politics entered into by parties for 
their mutual benefit ; a ‘job U. S. 

1881 N. V. Nation XXXI II. 487 [The party boss] his 
.power of making ‘deals’. 18 Bz Ibid. XXXV, 411/1 The 
shifts and expedients and “deals* which had illustrated his 
rise to political prominence. 1888 Bryce A mer. Common. II. 
in. lxiii. 461 The chiefs of opposite parties, .will even go the 
length of making (of course secretly) a joint ‘deal’, i.e. of 
arranging for a distribution of offices whereby some of the 
friends of one shall get places, the residue being left for the 
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friends of the other. 2891 Boston (Mass.) frill. 27 Nov. 6/4 
It is not known who are Deacon White’s heirs in this corn 
deal. 1892 Ibid. 5 Nov. 12/7 An alleged Deal between the 
Republicans and the Democrats. 

Deal (dfl), sb .3 Forms : 5 dele, 6 dell, deil, 
6-8 deale, 7 dale, 8 Sc. dail, 6- deal. [Intro- 
duced from Low German c 1400 : cf. MLG. dele fern, 
plank, floor (mod.Du. deel plank, dele, delle floor), 
corresp. to OHG. dil, dillo rn., dilla f., MHG. dil 
m. i., dille f. board, deal, boarding, mod.G. diele f. 
deal-board, fir-plank, in north Germany c floor r 
(see Grimm) ; ON '.filja fem. deal, plank, planking ; 
OE. fille stake, board, plank, Thill OTeut. 
*}eljdn- (whence fitjdn, fill] 6 , fills: cf. Finnish 
teljo from Teutonic). Another OE. derivative was 
)elu hewn wood, board, flooring : see Tmeal.] 

I. A slice sawn from a log of timber (now always 
of fir or pine), and usually understood to be more 
than seven inches wide, and not more than three 
thick ; a plank or board of pine or fir-wood. 

In the timber trade, in Great Britain, a deal is understood 
to be 9 inches wide, not more than 3 inches thick, and at 
least 6 feet long. If shorter, it is a deal-end ; if not more 
than 7 inches wide, it is a Batten. In N. America, the 
standard deal ito which other sizes are reduced in compu- 
tation) is 12 feet long, 11 inches wide, and 2) inches thick. 
By carpenters, deal of half this thickness (i\ inches) is 
called whole deal ; of half the latter (f inch) slit deal. 

The word was introduced with the importation of sawn 
boards from some Low German district, and, as these con- 
sisted usually of fir or pine, the word was from the first 
associated with these kinds of wood. 

1402 in C. Frost Early Hist. Hull (1827) App. 6 Mari 
Knyglit de Dansk. .xvj deles, iij m way n scots. Ibid. 18, iij 
dusen deles, a 1450 Rature (in Hull Trin. H ouse Records >, 
Item for euerie hundreth of firre deales, xij d. 1558 
Wills Sf Inv. N. C. (Surtees) I. 183 Ffyrdells of the biggest 
sorte.Jitle firdells . . doble firr sparrs. 1383-4 Bk. A ccts. 
Hull Charterhouse in N. # Q. 6th Ser. VIII. 21 7/1, 

7 deals to seale the windows. 1595 A. Duncan Appendix 
Etymol.,Asser , a deele or planke. 1604 Vestry Bks. (Surt.) 
283 For fortie firre dales, xxiijs. \\\}d. 1641 Best Farm. 
Bks. (Surtees) m Robert Bonwieke of Wansworth de- 
manded for everie deale a pennie, for bringing them from 
Hull to Parsonpooles, alledging that everie deale weighed 
three stone. 1762 Sterne Tr, Shandy V I. pixiii, A little 
model of a town . . to be run up together of slit deals. x8ao 
Scoresby Acc. Arctic Reg. I. 14 1 These huts, some con- 
structed of logs, others of deals two inches in thickness. 1886 
Law 'Times LX XX. 212/1 To there load a cargo of deals. 

b, (Without a or plural .) Wood in the form of 
deals. 

a 1618 Raleigh Obs. in Rem. fi66iY 180 The huge piles of 
Wainscot, Clapboard, Firdeal, Masts, and Timber . . in the 
Low-countries. 1627 Cart. Smith Seaman's* Gram. ii. 14 
Laying that Decke with spruce Deale of thirty foot long, 
the sap cut off. 1667 Primatt City If C. Builder 85, 
A handsoni Door, lyned with Slit-deal. 1794 Builder's 
Price-Bk. 41 Whole deal dove tailed dado. 1876 Gwilt 
Encycl. Archit. § 2365 The table shows that the value of 
x\ inch deal is 8</. per foot. Ibid. Gloss. 1196 Fir boards. . 
one inch and a quarter thick, are called whole deal, and 
those a full half inch thick, slit deal. 

2 . As a kind of timber : The wood of fir or pine, 
such as deals (in sense 1) are made from. 

White deal, the produce of the Norway Spruce (Abies 
excelsa > ; red deal , the produce of the Scotch Pine s Pinas 
sylvestris) ; yellow deal , the produce of the Yellow Pine 
(P. mitis ), or kindred American species. 

1601 Holland Pliny I. 476 Some.. haue their boughes 
disposed in good order, as the Pitch-tree, Firre, or Deale. 
Ibid. I. 488 For Mast-poles and crosse sailo-yards in ships, 
the Fir or Deale is commended. 1673-4 Grew 

A nat. Trunks 11. vii. § 2 Deal, especially the white Deal, if 
it be cut cross, it tears. Z765 Parsons in Phil. Trans, LV. 3 
What we call white deal, which is esteemed the lightest and 
tenderest of all the class of firs. 1833 Penny Cycl. I. 31/2 
The Norway Spruce Fir .. In the market Jits wood] is 
known under the name of white or Christiania deal. 1840 
Ibid. XVIII. 170/2 The Scotch Pine , , Its timber furnishes 
the red deal of the carpenters. 1877 Jait l)e Quincy I. vii. 
143 Preferring mahogany to deal for book-shelves. 

3 . attnb. and Comb., as f made of or consisting 
of deal 7 ), deal box, door , - shaving , table, etc.; 
(< engaged in the trade in deals’) deal-carrier, 

- merchant , -porter, -runner, etc.; deal-apple 
(dial.), a fir-cone ; deal- end (sec 1 note) ; deal- 
fish (see quots.) ; deal-frame, a gang-saw for 
cutting deals ; deal tree (dial.), a fir-tree ; deal- 
worker, a joiner who works up deal ; deal-yard, 
a yard where deals are stacked. Also T)KAr.-BOAiu>. 

a 1823 Fqeby Voc. E. A nglia , * Deal-apples, the conical 
fruit of the fir-tree. 1728 Vanbr. & Ob. Prov. If mb. 1. i, 
Four mail-trunks, besides the great # dea!-box. 1893 Daily 
News 26 Apr. 6/1 If the Union *deal-carriers did not ret urn 
to work their places would be filled by free labourers. 1886 
Ruskin Pmterita I. va. 232 Neatly brass- latched # deal 
doors.. 1813 J. Smyth Pract. Customs (1821) 285 What 
constitutes the difference between a Deal and a Batten, is 
the width : the former being above 7 inches wide, and the 
latter not above 7 inches wide. This distinction . , applies " 
also to *Deai Ends and Batten. Ends, 1845 in Yareell 
Brit. Fishes Suppl., * Deal-fish. 1856 J. Kichardson in 
■Encycl. Brit. XII, 303/2 .The Yaagmaer or Deal-fish- has 
also been, recorded by Dr. Fleming as a British species. 
186.3 Chambers'* Encycl. , Dcalfish. .a genus. of fishes of the 
ribbon-fish family, having the body much compressed, and 
so named from.' the resemblanee of the form to a piece of 
deal. 1706 Land. Cm. No. 4246/7 John Thomas, late of 
Lambeth. . UXmle- Merchant. 1883 Gd. Words Aug. 543/x 
Dock-labourers, ^deal-porters and coal-heavers. 1S89 Daily 
News 24 Oct. .6/6 Dock- labourers, wharfingers, *deal run- 


ners. 1693 Phil. Trans. XVII. 998 *Deal-shavings or 
brown Paper. <21825 Forby Voc. E. Anglia, * Deal-tree, 
a fir-tree. 1705 Land. Gaz. No. 4126/4 At the Cock in the 
hoop *L>eal-Yard . . are to be sold, Deal-Boards, Laths. 
1840 Evid. Hull Docks Comm. 9 There are no timber-yards 
. . they are deal-yards. Ibid. 12 A deal-yard is for sawn 
timber. „ 

t Beal sbA, deal-wine. Obs. ' Also dele- 
wine. Some unidentified kind of wine, supposed 
to have been of Rhenish origin. 

1613 in Rogers Agree. 4 ” Prices V. 449 [cf. also VI, 
416/3]. 1616 T. Adams Souls Diseases xvi, He.. cals for 
wine, that he may make knowne his rare vessel! of deale at. 
home not forgetting to [tell] you that a Dutch merchant 
sent it him. 1616 B. Jonson Masques, Mercury Find.. 
Paracelsus man . . that he promised you out of white bread 
and Dele-wine. 1635 Shirley Lady of Pleas, v. i, To the 
Dutch magazine of sauce, the Stiflyardj Where deal and 
backrag, and what strange wine else . . Shall How into our 
room. 

Beal (dll), v. Pa. t. and pple. dealt (delt). 
Forms : Inf. 1 deelan, 2- 3 dealen, 3 deelen, 
deale(n, 3-5 delen, . 3-6 del©, (4 del, 4 dalle, 
4-6 Sc. deili, 5 delyn, deele), 6 -7 deale, 6- deal. 
Pa. t ., 1-3 d^lde, 3 delet, 3-4 deld(e, 3-6 dell, 
3-5 dalle, 4 dalt, delle, debt, 4-6 deled, -id, 
-yd, 5 dolly d, 3-6 dealed, -id, -yd, 6 dealt©, 6- 
dealt. Pa.pple., 1 deeded, 3-4 i-deld. 4i.deled, 3-7 
dell, 4-6 dalt, 6 dault,4~ as pa. t . [A common Tout, 
verb: OE. tfielan dila, OS. diljan, MDu., 

Du., MLG. deelen , OHG. teilan, Ger. tdlen , ON, 
della (Sw. de/a, Da. dele', Goth, dailjan, derivative 
of *daili-z, OE. dml Deal $&}, part, division.} 

I. To divide, distribute, share. Mainly tram, 

•f 1 . Irans. To divide. Obs. 

c 950 Lindiffi. Gosg. xxiv. 51 Dhidet turn <!«!« bine 
[c 1000 A gs. Gosp. todmlb hyn«J. c 1205 Lav, 21135 
And he a fif diele dxlde his ferde. ctxgo S. Fug, Leg. 
I. 239/715 pis watur , . delez bis world n-two. a 1300 Cur- 
sor M. 6883 (Cott) Pe folk j?at delt | Trin dalt] war in 
kin rede luelue. 1387 Trkvisa liigdm (Rolls) I. 4,5 5 |if we 
deleb fie somme on fire and Jwt seuenpe parte of be firidde. 
1480 Caxton Descr. Brit, 24 This kyngdome of Northum- 
berland was first deled in two prouynces. .1535 Covebmale 
Dan. v. 28 Thy kyngdome is delt in partes. 1570 Sat. 
Poems Reform. (1890) L 128 Our Lords are nowddt in twa 
sydis, 

f 2 . To separate, sever. Obs. 
a 1000 Daniel 2 1 (Gr.) Swa no man scyle his tastes ftifeo 
wift gode dmlam c 1200 Trim Coil Horn. 7 lie deleft he 
sowle and by iicbame. <1x300 Earth 13 in ii, E . P, «iB6as 
152 He. .delihb® dai from 11151. ■ c X325 Poem Times Edm ,// 
205 in Pol. Songs (Camden) 333 1 -deled from a hi* riht 
spous. a 1400 Poems Vernon ME. 358 He jaf him witte* 
fyue, To delen J>at vuel from he good. 

t b. intr. (for ref!.) To separate oneself, go 
away, part (from). Obs . ; are. 

c 1 000 Ags. Es, liv. 7 [iv. yl.Efrie Ic fear ^ewite, fletwte 
dale. <rx»o5 Lav. 7566 Julius J?e kaiwsrt mtU a)le |kmi 
R omanisee here dalaen from |>au fihte. Ibid, *8897 per 
heo gunmen dalen. Merlin ferde riht snft. 
f 3 . trans. To divide (pro]x:rtv, etc.) among a 
number so that each may have his due share ; to 
distribute in shares ; to portion out, apportion. Oh, 
c 1000 Ags. Gasp, Luke xxii. 17 Onfoft and dacliS betwux 
eow, xooa Will of Wnlfrk in Cod. Dipl VI. 147 Bxt beo 
big dmlan him betweeman. c xxo 5 Lay. 4053 Heo wuokten 
al pis load dalen heom bi-twenen- ^ a 1300 Cursor M, 3395 
(Cott,) BRuue his childer he delt his tight, c *460 Emdre 
42 He was curtays i« till thyng ...And well kmvth dele and 
dyght. ^ 1535 CovERDALg Josh, viii a Ye ahftl tleale ainonga 
you their sixiyle & catdh 

f b. To share' « property, etc.) with others, Oh. 
a tom Csedntm's Gen, 2788 -Gr.) Ntefre Ismsttl wtft I«:t 
wiS min agen beam yrfe dasleS. a 1175 Cott. Horn, srta Hu 
he mihte ' delen rice wift god. a xm$ Ancr, R. ’3r<*8 tlorto 
sechen feokwes,& delen mid ham fiet god, a 1536 Tmmifr 
Exp, Matt. Wks. Ii. 83, If thou give m abundance, .give. us 
an heart to use it., and to deal with our neighbours. " 

4 . To distribute or bestow among 11 number of 
recipients ; esp. to distribute in the form of gifts 
or aims. Now mostly fg. t or with mti see b. 

■ (In 3 the main notion in the. division into shares ; here it it 
the giving away or bestowing,) 
a 1000 Arndrem 548' (Gr.) T.'l.u. hrymlice . . fhu) |»inc xife 
diciest. csaooAgs. Gosp. Mark v. «6 yxt wiffte. Tram mane- 
Rum hecuin fi la }>mga jM_CK.it anti dadtle call h i x heo able. 
c tiy$ Lamb, Horn, tog pe ha deleft elmessa'n for hb drihtnest 
luuan. a xa»5 Amr. A%.»94 To dealen tm feder chetel to 
neodfok and to. pour®, <.*11300 BekH 33a' A sum of' pans I 
deld on edit side. •' *393': 1 <awu P, PEC, tv. 76 Let mtfytf 
lyft half. . Y wile whstj |»ow driest with by" ryht .syd® , c »4«> 
Mavmokv. (R oxb.) xxii. 102 He. ..driex hum h** 1 relefc hi 
fair® siluer ■ vessell, <r 1450 St. Cnthbert (Snrtern 4151 
Thurgh # ttiyght .of god bat. all glide deriyutr 1,58! A. Kim* 
tr. Ctmisius' Catuh. 1a He d ti)i- his sintlrie gifrss of 
graces, *645 Evelyn Diary 25. Feb,, There" tire many 
charities dealt, publicly here, xfij W, II* I« w.ani» Scribble* 
ommia »2f In comments they deal to the public dull diet. 

b. To deal mt *. t formerly also abroad , . away, 
forth, etc. 

1382 Wvcur Luke .x i sa Her sdml . . dde ahrood "Ms 
spuylis, :ex 43 f> HymmVirg, (1867155, ! sclial news turtgis 
in 30U frame All® matter of langagii fork to deele, *§« 
Coyeroal.! a Sam. vi.. 19 He.'.dealte mt mto all the 
people ,, vnto entry"' oi» a 'rake of - bred. 1795 Southey' 
foam gf Are V* 447 The provident hand deals ml it - scanty 
dole, tSS 6 Roeias Agric. ty Prices I, xxiv, 609. To deal 
out a certain number of herrings to thrir mwvmm. 

f c. absol or intr. To make ciistribnt ion of. Oh. 
Also with the recipients as indirect obj. fdalivej or with M 
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. 2297 R. Glouc. (Rolls) 7866 Of his fader tresorie . . He delde 
nor his soule. 1362 Langl. P. PI A. xi. 237 We shuln 
§iue & dele oure enemys And alle men ]?at arn nedy as pore 
men & suche. 2436 How Wise Man taught Son 154 in 
Hazl. E. P. P. I. 175 And pore men of thy gode thou dele. 
5 . To deliver or give {to a person) as his share ; 
to apportion. Also with out. 

c 1340 Gaw . 4 ' Or. Knt. 2285 Dele to me my destine, & do 
hit out of honde. c 2400-50 A lexander 3475 Drijtin deyne 
him to dele a dele of his blis. 1563 B. Gogge Egtogs ii. 
(Arb.' 36 For she thy seruyce nought estemes, but deales 
the gnefe for gayne. 2667 Milton P. L. iv. 70 To me 
. . it deals eternal woe. 2704 Swift Meek. Operat. 
Spirit , This Grain of Enthusiasm, dealt into every Compo- 
sition. 2766 Goldsm. Vic. W. iv, The hard measure that 
was dealt me. 2849 M. Arnold Mod. Sappho , Hast thou 
yet dealt him, O life, thy full measure?^ 2852 Ht. Mar. 
tineau Hist. Peace (1877) III. iv. xiii. 115 The same 
measure was dealt out to the family of Napoleon. 

t 6. To bestow, give forth, render, deliver. Obs. 
exc. as in b, c. 

a 2250 Owl fy Night. 952 He mihte bet speken a sele, pan 
mid wraj>fie wordes dele [v. r. deale], c 1325 E, E. A Hit . 
P. B. 344 penne con dry3ttyn hym [Noe] dele dryjly fiyse 
wordez. c 1330 R. Brunne Chron. Wace (Rolls) 11890 
Ffaire folden, and wel enseled, And to |?er maister was hit 
[a letter] deled, c 2400 Destr. Troy 5646 And the dom pat 
he dulte [?dalte] duly was kept. 0x400 Apol Loll, xxvii. 
200 So may God delen it til an ofier. 

b. esp. To deliver blows. 

(The earlier notion was that of distributing' them (as in 
sense 4) among several opponents or in various quarters, 
in all directions, now more definitely expressed by deal 
about ; later, the sense becomes either ‘ to give one as his 
portion’ (as in 5 ) , or simply * to deliver ’.) 

c 1314 Guy Warw. (A.) 2219 Strokes hi! togider delden, 
ywis, On helmes & on brhjt scheldes.. 1375 Barbour Bruce 
in. 32 [He] saw thaim swa gret dyntis deill. 4:2400 Destr. 
Troy 6547 Mony dedly dint delt hom amonge. 2470-85 
Malory Arthur xi. xi, Syr percyuale delt soo his strokes. . 
that there durste no man abyde hym. 2640 Rawlins Rebel- 
lion 11. i, He’s no true souldier that deales heedlesse blowes. 
1700 Dryden Pal. <S* Arc. in. 612 One with a broken 
truncheon deals his blows, a 2732 Gay (J.), The nightly 
mallet deals resounding blows. 2810 Southey Keharna 1. v, 
Rejoiced they see.. That Nature in his pride hath dealt the 
blow. 2878 Bosw. Smith Carthage 337 Fortune or fraud 
soon gave Scipio the chance of dealing a decisive blow, 

c. Hence in various expressions, apparently 
arising out of prec. 

1642 Fuller Holy 4- Prof. St. v. vii. 385 He was perfect 
in the devilish art of dealing an ill turn. 2697 Dryden 
Virg. Georg . 1. 447 By fits he deals his fiery bolts about. 
1700 — Pat. <5- Arc. 111 . 222 When hissing through the skies 
the feathered deaths were dealt. 2702 Rowe Tamer l. 1. ii. 
671, I would . . deal like Alba My angry Thunder on the 
frighted World. 2822 Lamb Elia Ser. 11. Confess. Drunkard , 
We dealt about the wit, or what passes for it after midnight, 
jovially. 

7. Cards. To distribute (the cards to be used in 
a game) to the various players ; to give a player 
(such or so many cards) in distributing. Also with 
out, and absol. 

2529 Latimer Serm. at Comb, in Foxe A. fy M. (1583) 
2142, I purpose againe to deale vnto you another carde 
almost of the same sute. 2562 J. Heywood Prov. <$■ Epigr. 
(1867) 274 Were it as parellous to deale cardes at play. 
c 1592 Marlowe Mass. Paris 1. ii, Take this as surest thing, 
That, right or wrong, thou deal thyself a king. 2673 Cotton 
Compl. Gamester in Singer Hist. Cards 345 He that deals 
hath the advantage of this game. 2709 Brit. Apollo II. 2 2 
D, deals T. thirteen Cards. 2878 H. H. Gibbs Ombre 28 
The Dealer’s office is to deal and to see that there is no 
mistake in the cards dealt. 1892 Speaker 2 May 534/2 At 
baccarat, .the stakes are made before the cards are dealt, 

8 . fa. In Hurling, etc. : To deliver or throw 
(the ball). Obs. 

1602 Carew Cornwall 74 a, Then must hee cast the ball 
(named Dealing) to some one of his fellowes. 2603 Owen 
Pembrokeshire (18911 277 The horsemen, .will alsoe assault 
anye..that hath not the Knappan. .or cudgell him after he 
hath delt the same from him. 1827 Hone Every-day Bk. 

II. 2008 (Cornish hurling ;s, The ball [is] thrown up, or dealt. 

b. Of a horse. 

2737 Bracken Farriery (2757) II. 34 His Carriage, and 
way of dealing his Legs. Ibid. II. 77 There are Horses 
that lead, or deal their Legs well. 

II. To take part in, have to do with, occupy 
oneself, do business, act. Mainly intr. 
f 0. intr. To take part in, share or participate in 
or with, be a partaker of. Obs. 

c 2275 Pater Nosier 225 in Lamb. Hom. 67 Jhi a^est to 
hatien wel his sunne, pet 3 u ne dele noht per inne. a 1240 
Ureisun in Cott. Hom. 287 Hwa se euer wule habbe lot wip 
be of pi blisse, he mot deale wifi fie of pine pine, c 2330 R. 
Brunne Chron. (1810) 109 Of o side ne of other no ping deles 
he.. 2482 Caxton Reynard (Arb.) 46 Ye shal be partener of 
my pylgremage, and dele of the pardon that I shal. .fecche 
ouer the see. 

1 10. To engage with in ''Conflict ; to contend. 

[Of. O'N. deila viet to be at feud or quarrel with, to contend.} 

993 Byrhtnoth 33 Betere . . Sonne we swa hearde hilde 
d.xlon. 4:1205 Lay, 30418 pus heo gunnen delen fiene daei 
longe. C2330 R» Brunne Chron, (28101 113 Steuen stoutly 
deles, c 2400 Destr „ Troy 1x027 Wold haue dongyn hym 
■to dethe, hade pai delt long, 1577 Hanmer A tic. Eccl . Hist. 
(1619) 3S5 How Areobindus slue a mighty' Persian 'after 
■dealing '.with him hand to hand, 1 2596 Harington Met am. 
Ajax (18141 14 To deal with him at' his own weapon. 1667 
M ilton P. L. vi. 225 ' Brutish that contest and foule, When 
Reason hath to deal with force, 

+ b. trans. To contend or fight about. Obs, 

. c 2205 Lay. 26042 Nu wit scullen delen 'pen d aed of mire 
ma^en. 


11 . intr. To have to do with (a person) ; to 
have intercourse or dealings with ; to associate 
with, arch . (and now associated with 13), 

a 1300 Cursor M. 12249 (Cott.) Sum angels wit him deles 
To lede his wordes pat he meles. 4:1380 Wyclif Set Wks. 
II.404 pei delen not wip pes newe ardris,but supposen hem 
heretikes. 0x400 Rom. Rose 3265 Thou delest with angry 
folk, ywis. 2514 Barclay Cyt. <§* Uplondyshm. (Percy Soc.) 
26 Her name was wanton Besse, Who leest with her delt he 
thryved not the lesse! 2586 A. Day Eng. Secretarie Ii. 
(1625) 36 With a resolute vow never to deale with him, I 
then had cast him [his son] off. 2721 Steele Sped. No. 27 
r 6 The Noble Principle . . of Benevolence to all I have to 
deal with. 2869 Freeman Norm. Conq. (1876) III. xii. 98 
One of the charges against him was that of dealing with 
a familiar spirit. 

t b. Of sexual intercourse. Obs. 

4:2340 Cursor M. 2297 (Fairf.) Our lorde .. bad he salde 
wip his wyf dele. 2387 Trevisa Higden (Rolls) VI. 37 pey 
etep nou3t, noper delefi wip hir wifes. a 2450 Knt. de la 
Tour 49 An ye loue ani other than youre husbonde, or ani 
other dele withe you, sauf he only. 2662 J. Davies tr. 
Olearins ’ Voy. A mbass. 94 They go not to Church the day 
they have dealt with a woman, till they have wash’d them- 
selves. 

12 . To have business communications with ; to 
carry on negotiations, negotiate, treat with ; some’ 
times implying secret or sinister dealings, arch. 
(and now associated with 13). 

a 1300 Cursor M. 5848 (Gott.) Wid pe eldest folk of israel, 
wid pharao pai went to dele. 2393 Gower Coitf. 1 . 267 The 
grete clerken. .com. .To tret upon this Iordes hele, So longe 
they to-gider dele [etc.]. 2597 Bacon Ess. Negotiating (Arb.) 
86 It is generally better to deale by speech, then by letter, and 
by the mediation of a thirde then by a mans selfe. idox 
B. Jonson Poetaster iv. ii, Now have they dealt with my 
pothecary to poison me. 2625 Camden s Hist. Eliz. 1. (1688) 
127 The Bishop of Rosse dealt with the Duke, as they were 
Hawking, about the Marriage. 2625 Ussher in Lett. Lit . 
Men (Camden) 232, I doubt not, but before this time you 
have dealt with Sir Peter Vanlore for obtaining Erpinus his 
.. Persian books. 42 1725 Burnet Own Time (1823) II. 285 
Wilkinson, a prisoner for debt . . was dealt with to accuse 
him. 

13 . To carry on commercial transactions ; to do 
business, trade, traffic ( with a person, in an article). 

[1523 Ld. Berners Froiss. I. cclxvii. 395 People, suche as 
I haue dault with all in their marchaundyse. 1599 Minsheu 
Sp. Diet., Negociar, to deale in businesse, to follow a trade. 
1612 Cotgr., Trafiqner, to traffieke, trade, . . commerce, 
deale in marchandise.] 422627 Middleton Mayor Quinb. 
in. ii, I deal in dog’s leather. 2667 Decay C hr. Piety (J.), 
This is to drive a wholesale trade, when all other petty 
merchants deal but for parcels. 1699 Dampier Voy. II. 1. 
iii. 65 Merchants care not to deal with him. 2735 Pore 
Donne Sat. iv. 140 Who in the secret, deals in Stocks secure, 
And cheats th* unknowing Widow and the Poor. 1833 Hr. 
Martineau Munch. Strike vii. 82 A traveller who deals 
. . with several firms in this place. 1866 Rogers Agric. <$■ 
Prices I. xxi. 530 Such persons dealt in finished goods. 

+ b. trans. To offer for sale. Obs. rare. 

2760 Foote Minor 11. Wks. 1799 1 . 252 You would not have 
. . the flints ? . . Every pebble of ’em . . He shall deal them as 
new pavement. 

14 . To have to do with (a thing) In any way ; to 
busy or occupy oneself, to concern oneself with. 

421300 Cursor M. 2517 JobaL.Was first loger, and fee 
delt J y.r, dalt] wit. c 2400 Maundev. (Roxb.) acvii. 80 Any 
man pat deles with sorcery or enehauntementz. 1477 Fasten 
Lett. 807 III. an, Ther is no man wyllyng to del with your 
swanes. 1535 Coverdale Ps. Ivii. 2 Youre handes deale 
with wickednesse. 2586 A. Day Eng. Secretarie n. (1625) 
112 Speaking of Friendship, I onely deale with such, whose 
actions [etc.]. 1845-60 Abp. Thomson Laws of Thought 

Introd. 5 The mind deals with truth. 1869 Huxley in Set, 
Opinion 21 Apr. 464 The first question with which I propose 
to deal. _ 2893 Law Times XCV. 26/2 That part of the 
Companies Act 2862 which deals with guarantee companies. 

15 . with in: To occupy, employ, or exercise 
oneself in (a thing) ; to have to do with, to make 
use of. (Now often approaching a fig. use of 13.) 

2581 Mulcaster_ Positions ix, (1887)54 Among the best 
writers that deale In_ this kinde. 2597 Bacon Ess. Suitors 
(Arb.) 44 Plaine dealing, in denying to deale in Sutes at first, 
is grown . .honourable. 1724 Watts Logic Ded.» True Logic 
is not that noisy thingthat deals all in dispute and wrangling. 
1748 Chester f. Lett. II. clviii. 65 All malt liquors fatten, 
or at least bloat; and I hope you do not deal much in them. 
1770 jfuni us Lett, xxxix. 200 A poor contracted understanding 
deals in little schemes. 2885 Munch, Exam. 6 July 5/2 

Lord E.F . .deals in vague outlines, as if afraid of being 

too specific. 

16 . To deal with : to act in regard to, administer, 
handle, dispose in any way of (a thing) ; b. to 
handle effectively; to grapple with; to take suc- 
cessful action in regard to. 

2469 Plmnpton Corr. (Camden) 23 He said that . . he wold 
deeie with you & yours, both be the law & besides the 
law, 422586 Sidney (J.), If she hated me, I should know 
what passion to deal with. 266s Bramhall fust Find, vi, 
153 He so abated their power . . that a Dean and Chapter 
were able to deal with them. 2737 Bracken Farriery 
Impr. (2757) II. 220 The Lungs are formed accordingly, so 
that ^they may the better deal with the Air admitted in 
Inspiration. 1848 Macaulay Hist. Eng. I. 142 A power 
more than sufficient to deal with Protector and Parliament 
together. 42x859 ibid. V, 33 The Long Parliament did not 
.. propose to restrain him from dealing according to his 
leasure with his parks and his castles, his fisheries and 
is mines. 2874 Green Short Hist. in. § 5 (1882) 237 It 
was with the general anarchy that Hubert had first to deal. 
1892 Law Times XC. 462/2 Mrs. Headley . . swore that she 
had never knowingly transferred or dealt with the mortgage. 
Ibid. XCII. 93/2 Restraining the defendants from selling or 
otherwise dealing with the shares. 


17. To deal with : to act towards (any one), to 
treat (in some specified way). 

422300 Cursor M. 16461 (Cott.) ludas. .be-hakl and se Hu 
vile fiat fiai wit him delt. c 1340 Gaw . <§• Gr. Knt. 1661 He 
. .dalt with hir al in daynte. 2494 Fabyan Chron.vi. cxlvii. 
133 In lyke maner as they had dalt with Burdeaux. 2535 
Coverdale Ps. cii[i], 10 He bath not dealt with vs after 
our synnes. 2568 Grafton Chron. II. 360 Sore displeased, 
that they were so hardly delt withall. 26x2 Bible 2 Sam. 
xviii. 5 Deale gently for my sake with . . Absalom. 2729 
Butler Serm. ix. Wks. 1874 II. 116 We ourselves shall one 
time or other be dealt with as we deal with others. 2874 
Green Short Hist. via. § 6. 521 The Commons were dealing 
roughly with the agents of the Royal system. 

b. with by ( = in regard to) in same sense. 

2573 G. Harvey Letter-bk. (Camden) 3 That he wuld not 
deale so hardly hi me. 2675 tr. Mackiavellfs Prince (1883) 
305 The V enetians . . have. . dealt , , honourably by him. 2754 
Chatham Lett. Nephew vi. 43 If we would deal fairly by 
ourselves. 2877 Miss Braddon Weavers Weft 324 It will 
not be found that I have dealt unjustly by any one. 

18. To deal on , upon : to set to work upon. 
arch. 

2594 Shaks . Rich, III , iv. ii. 76 Two deep enemies, Foes 
to my Rest . . Are they that I would haue thee deale vpon. 
1599 B. Jonson Ev. Man out of Hum. v. iv, MU. What, 
will he deal upon such quantities of wine,_ alone ? 2826 
Byron Ck. Har. hi. lxxxiii, Allured By their new vigour, 
sternly have they dealt On one another. 2828 Scott P. M. 
Perth xv, ‘There is a man thou must deal upon, Bontbron,’ 
said the knight. 

19. To act towards people generally (in some 
specified way) ; to conduct oneself, behave, act. 

4:2340 Gaw. Gr. Knt. 1124 J>ay dronken & daylyeden, 
& dalten vntyjtel, fiese lortlez & ladyez. Ibid. 1668 per fiay 
dronken & daltem 2535 Coverdale Josh. i. 7 Y l thou mayest 
deale wysely whither so euer thou goest. 1593 Shaks. a 
Hen. VI, iv. ix. 46, I . . doubt not so to deale, As all things 
shall redound vnto your good. 2602 — Lear in. vi. 42 Let 
us deal justly. 2652 Needham Selden’s Mare Cl. 1-2 
Michael Attaliates truly did ill Nor indeed hath that 
eminent man dealt any better, who [etc.], c 1680 Beveridge 
Serm. (1729I I. 446 0 l ord I have.. dealt falsly before thee. 
1722 Swift Jml. to Stella 17 Dec., They had better give 
up now, if she will not deal openly. 

t 20. To take action, act, proceed (usually in 
some matter or affair). Obs. 

2470-85 Malory Arthur iv. xiii, Wel said syr V wayne go 
on your waye and lete me dele. 2568 Grafton Chron. Ii. 
188 To the which the French King aunswered, that without 
the presence of the .xn. peeres he could not deale in so 
weigh tie a matter. 2577 Hanmer Ane. Eccl. Hist. (1619) 
244 To deale in matters of religion both by word and deed. 
2586 J. Hooker Girald. Irel , in Holinshed II. 44/1 No 
man would medle or deale to carrie the same awaie. 2599 
Shaks. Much Ado v. i. xoi Do not you meddle, let me deale 
in this. 

f 21. trans. To treat. Obs. rare. 

2586 Let. Earle Leycester 1 A late and weightie cause 
dealt in this Parliament. 

Bealable (drlabT, a. [f. Deal v. + -able.] 
Capable of being dealt with ; suitable for dealing. 

1667 Waterhouse Fire Lond. 91 Fled before the Fire, 
leaving it to its forradge, and not checquing it while deal- 
able with. 2890 Daily News 11 Sept. 3/3 [It] did not vary 
much in the quotations— 7 to 1 being a dealable rate. 

Bealbate (dz’imibt’t), a. [ad. L. dealbai-us, 
pa. pple. of deal bare (see next).] Presenting a 
whitened surface ; esp. in Hot. 1 covered with a very 
opaque white powder’ ( Trcas. Bot. 1S66). 
t Bealbate, V- Obs. [f. ppl. stem of dealbare , 
to whiten over, whitewash, f. de- + albdre to whiten, 
f. albas white; cf. Daub v.J trans. To whiten. 

1623 Cockeram, Dealbate, to whitelime a thing. 1638 T. 
Whitaker Blood of Grape 30 Milke is bloud dealbated or 
thrice concocted. 2657 Tomlinson Renou’s Disp., This 
dentifrice also will dealbate the teeth. 

Dealbation (dljselb^’Jbn). [ad. L. dealbdtion- 
em, n. of action f. dealbare (see prec.) ; cf. F. 
dealbation (Iittie).] The action of whitening; 
blanching, bleaching. 

2607 Topsell Serpents (1653) 646 The dealbation of the 
hair, a 2634 Randolph Muses Looking-glasse iv. i. She 
. . hath forgot to' whiten. The naturall rednesse of my nose, she 
knowes not What ’tis wants dealbation ! 2678 R. R[ussell] 
Geber 11. 1. ir. x. 59 Therefor they cannot whiten [lead] with 
good Dealbation. 2882 Syd. Soc. Lex., Dealbation, the art 
of making white .the skin and teeth ; also of whitening bones 
for the purposes of. anatomy, 

b. The 4 blanching V or reduction: to Its. assay 
value, of silver coin containing alloy. 

1888 W. Rye Records <$• Record-searching 29 The deal-' 
bation Is "always specially mentioned, and the 'only: mention 
of blanched silver is in the statement of the farm [etc.]. 

Deal-boa*rcL [f. Deal sb$ + Boaed.] » 
Deal sb.% i ; a thin board of fir or pine, 

*568-9 in Burgon Life Gresham' IL 284 One. .shippe 'of 
Brydges [Bruges], in Flanders, in the"' which is mastes, clappe- 
borde, deel-bordes. 2583 in Northern N. <$• Q. I. 77 A new 
cheste of Deal-bourd. '.Prim att City 4* C. Build. 146 
Deal-Boards from' ten to twelve inches'' broad, "and about ten 
foot long. . 1722 De Foe Plague (1884) 99 Doors , having 
Deal-Boards nail’d over them.' 1883 Reade in Harper's 
Mag. J uly 208/2 He could see through a deal board. 

De-alcoholize, -izer, -ist, etc. ; see De- II. 1. 
t Beale, dele. Obs. Of uncertain meaning. 

It seems to' be used for the purpose of calling, attention, 
and 'may be an interjection, ora verb In the 'imperative, with' 
the force of t See 1 ’ ‘ mark 1 ’ or‘ note !’ 

a 2225 A ncr. R. ■ 276 KumeS fierof smel of ' aromaz, oSer of 
swote healewi ? Deale. [v. r. Dele], : Ofte : druie sprintles 
bereo winberien? Ibid. 362 : Crist '[incite]' fiolien pine & 
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passiun, & so habben ingong into his riche. Lo, deale hwat 
he seiS, — so habben ingong into his riche. Ibid, 286. 1350 
R. Brunne Chron. (x8 10) 167 O dele, said pe kyng, pis is 
a foie Briton. , „ ^ 

Dealer (drtoi). [f. Deal v . + -er L] One who 
deals tin various senses of the verb). 

1 . One who divides, distributes, delivers. 

c 1000 ^Elfrig Voc. in Wr.-Wulcker 129 Diuisor, daelere. 
£•1440 Promp. Parv . 117 Delare, or he pat delythe, distri- 
but or, partitor . Delare, or grete almysse yevere, rogatorius. 
16x1 Cotgr., Distributeur ; a distributor, dealer, diuider. 
1879 Farrar St. Panl{ 188313 The dealer of the death-wound 
to the spirit of Pharisaism was a Pharisee. 

b. spec. The player who distributes the cards. ^ 
*600 Rowlands Let. Humours Blood iii. 58 Make him 
but dealer . . If you do finde good dealing, take his eares. 
1673 Cotton CompL Gamester in Singer Hist. Cards 345 
Then the dealer .. shuffling them, after cutting, deals to 
every one three apiece. 1878 H. H. Gibbs Ombre 19 The 
Dealer then deals nine cards to each player, 

2. One who has dealings with a person ; one 
who deals in (a thing) ; + an agent, negotiator. 
Obs. in general sense except as transf from next. 

c xoQo tElfric Dent. v. 5 Ic wees duelere betwix Gode and 
eow. 1386 St. Trials , Q. Mary (R-), I was acquainted, 

I confess, with their practices, but I never did intend to be 
a dealer in them, c 16x0 Sir }. Melvil Mem. (1735! 396 He 
was accused to have been a Dealer with the Earl of Roth- 
well. i6ix Cotgr., Agent , an Agent, a dealer, negotiator. 
1727 De Foe Syst. Magic 1. iv. (1840) 112 A sorcerer and 
enchanter, a witch, or dealer with the Devil, a 1745 Swift 
(J.), These small dealers in wit and learning. 

3. One who deals in merchandise, a trader ; spec. 
one who sells articles in the same condition in 
which he has bought them ; often in combination, 
as cattle corn-, horse-, money-dealer, 

16x1 Cotgr., Trafqueur, a trafficker, trader, marchant, 
occupier, dealer in the world. 1651 Davenant Gondibert 1. 
iii. (K.), Such small money (though the people's gold With 
which they trade) great dealers skorne to take. 174s -Be 
Foe's Eng. Tradesman Introd. ( 1841) 1. 2 Avery great number 
of considerable dealers, whom we call tradesmen. 1793 
Capt. Bentinck in Ld. Auckland's Corr. (1862) III. 48 He 
is supplied with horses by some dealer in Town. 1848 Mill 
Pol. Peon. (18761 III. xi. § 5. 315 Dealers in money fas lenders 
by profession are improperly called). 1891 Pall Mall G. 
29 Oct. 2/1 Costers and hucksters and those not too particular 
buyers who are euphemistically known as * general dealers ’. 

1 4. One who acts (in some specified manner) in 
his relation to others. Obs. 

1547-64 Bauldwin Mar. Philos . (Palfr.) vm. i, Hypocrites 
and double dealers. 1561 T. Hoby tr. Castiglione's Courtyer 
r. H iij, An vntrue dealer, and a despiser of men. i6xx Bible 
Isa. xxi. 2 The treacherous dealer. X677 Wycherley (title), 
The Plain Dealer. 1840 Thackeray Catherine i, What 1 
call Peter Brock a double-dealer? 

Deal-fish : see Deal sb£ 3. 

Dealing* (dflig), vU. sb. [-ing L] The action 
of the verb Deal. 

1. Division ; distribution (of gifts, blows, cards, 
etc.) ; sharing. 

X377 Langl. P. PI. B. xix. 374 |>orw bedes-byddynge and 
. . ]?orw penyes delynge, 1382 Wyclif Num. xxxvi. 4 The 
delynge [1388 departyng] of lottis. 1382 — 1 Cor. x. 16 The 
delynge or part takynge of the body of the Lord, a 1400-30 
Alexander 451 In delingis of dyntis, a 1333 Frith Disput. 
Purgatory § 27 All thyne Executours dealyng, and offeryng 
of masse pence, help thee not a myte. a 1602 W. Perkins 
Cases of Come. (1619) 347 Others that fudge the very 
dealing of the cardes to bee a lotte. 1885 J. Martineau 
Types Eth. Th. 1. 1. ii. § 3. 161 If this dealing out of ideas 
by exigency is assigned to God. 
attrib. *577-87 Holins mx> Chron. III. 1257/2 His feeding 
. .all commers thrise a weeke appointed for his dealing daies. 
f b. toner , . A part, division. Obs. 
a 1300 E. E. Psalter cxxxv. 13 pat delt the Rede See in 
delinges wele. 

2. Intercourse, friendly or business communica- 
tion, connexion. Now usually//. 

1538 Starkey England 1. ii. 38 To loue euery man iche 
other, wyth al ryghtwyse and just delyng togyddur. 1386 
A. Day Eng. Secretarie 1. (162^) 02 About two moneths 
since, he had dealings with a neighbour of yours, touching 
a Farme. x6xi Bible John iv. 9 The lewes haue no dealings 
with the Samaritanes. 1674 N. Fairfax Bulk Selv. 55 
The dealing or business that is between body and body, 
being as real as that between body and ghost. 17x2 Arbuth- 
not John Bull 1. viii, Hocus had dealings with John’s wife. 
1833 Macaulay Hist. Eng. III. 678 It was rumoured .. he 
had dealings with St. Germains. 

3. Trading, trafficking ; buying and selling. 

1664 Evelyn Kal. Hort. (1720) 234 Such as would not be 

impos’d upon, will find the best Ware and Dealing at 
Brampton- Park. 1868 Rogers Pol. Econ. iii. (ed. 3) 22 
Where dealings are transacted on a large scale, it is not 
difficult for commodities to be exchanged against com- 
modities. 

4. Acting (in some specified way) towards others ; 
way of acting, conduct, behaviour. 

*483 Caxton G. de la TourEvlj b, For of good delyng 
and of good guydynge cam neuer but worship and honoure. 
c 1300 Melustne 310 His vnkynd & abhomynable deelyng, 
1523 Ln. Berners Froiss. I. cxxvii. 154 To ryde out to se 
the dealyng of thenglysshmen. 1373 O. Harvey Lett.-bk. 
(Camden) x A present redres of so wrongful delings. 1674 
in Essex Papers (Camden) I. 176 The unworthy dealing 
of Sir Rob 1 Howard. 1874 Morley Compromise (1886) 37 
Want of faithful dealing in the highest matters, 
b. with ivith : Acting towards, treatment of. 
a 1679 T. Goodwin Wks. (x86t) III. 288 What if God will 
use his absoluteness . . in this his dealing with his children, 
1718 Hickes & Nelson J. Kettlenuell 11. Ivi 175 Such a 
Dealing with their Soveraign as they , . would not have j 
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! allowed in any of their own . . Servants. _ 1885 Spectator 
8 Aug. 104 3/x The fluctuations of policy which have marked 
England’s dealings with the Soudan. r 

f Dealth. Obs. nonce-wd. [f. Deal v., after 
wealth, growth."] Portion dealt. 

1637 N. Whiting Hist. Albino B. (N.), Then know, 
Bellama, since thou aimst at wealth, Where Fortune has 
bestowed her largest dealth. 

f Dea-mbulate, v. Obs . [f. L. deambulare to 
walk abroad : see De- I. 3.] 

1623 Cockeram, Deambulate, to walke abroad. _ . 

Deambnlatioa (d/^mbiuLF-Jbn). [ad. L. 
deambulatidn-em, n. of action f. deambulare .] 
The action of walking abroad or taking a walk. 

<2x329 Skelton Image Hypocr, 148 They make deambula- 
tions With great ostentations. 1331 E lyot Gov. 1. xvi, Suche 
exercises, as may be used within the house, or in the 
shadowe..as deambulations or moderate walkynges. 2545 
Joye Exp. Dan. iv. H ij b, In this kinges ydle deambu- 
lacion. 2648 W. Sclater Jun. in W . Sclaters Malachi 
(1650) Ep. Ded., At your refections, deambulations, confer- 
ences. 2843 Neale & Webb Durandus's Symbol. Ch. p. 
Ixvii, They had void spaces for deambulation. 1849 Lytton 
Caxtonsi. 11. ix, Book in hand, he would, on fine days, pace 
to and fro . . In these deambulations, as he called them, he 
had generally a companion. 

t Dea’mbula-.tor. Obs. [L. deambulator , 
agent-n. f. dcambtdare (see above).] One who 
walks abroad. 

2630 J. Taylor (Water P.) Trav. Wks. m. 76 The Od- 
combyan Deambulator, Perambulator, Ambler, Trotter, or 
vntyred Traueller, Sir Tho, Coriat. 

Dea*mbnlatory, a. and sb. [ad. L. deambu- 
latori-us fit for walking in, etc., whence -atorium 
sb , place to walk in.] 

A, adj. Moving about from place to place; 
movable, shifting. 

1607 Cowell Interpr. s. v. Eschequer, In Scotland the 
Eschequer was stable, but the other session was deambula- 
torie. <22633 Lennard tr. Charron's IVisd. u. iii. § 3 (1670) 
238 In it seif unequal, wavering, deambulatory. a 1639 Bp. 
Morton Episc, Justified 142 The deambulatory actors used 
to have their quietus est. 

B. sb. A place to walk in for exercise ; esp. a 
covered walk or cloister, 

1430 Lydg. Chron. Troy ii.xj, Fresche alures. .That called 
were deambulatoryes, Men to walke to geder t wayne & 
twayne, To kepe them drye when it dyde rayne, 2447 Will 
Hen. VI in T. J. Carter King's Colt. Chapel 23 Of the 
which [cloistre square] the deambulatorie xiiij fete wide. 
1834 Gentl. Mag. CIV. 1. 55 An inscription in a Roman 
garden informed the walker, that when he had made five 
turns of the deambulatory he had completed a mile, 
f DeamMlatou'r. Sc. Obs. [Suffix repr. F. 
-atoirlj = prec. sb. 

1513 Douglas JEneis vn. iv. 62 Wythin the cheif deam- 
bulatour on raw Of forfaderis gret ymagis did stand, > a 1572 
Knox Hist. Kef Wks. 1846 I. 392 Thair suldiouris in greit 
cumpaneis . . resortic to Sanct Geillis Kirk in Edinburgh, 
and maid thair commune deambulatour thairin. 

Deame, obs, form of Deem, Dime. 
De-americanize : see De- II. 1 . 
t Be-a*mple, V, Obs . nonce-wd. [f. De- II. 2 
+ Ample.] To deprive of amplitude, belittle, 

2637 Reeve God's Plea 207 It doth grieve me to see how 
great things are deampled and dismagned amongst you. 
Dean 1 (dm). Forms : 4-5 dene, deen(e, den, 
5 deyn(e, (dyen), 6 Sc. dane, 5-7 deane, 7 - 
dean. [ME. deen, den, a. OF. deim, dien. mod.F. 
doyen =Sp. and It. decano , Pg. deao. Cat. degd L. 
deedn-um one set over tea (cf. Exod. xviii. 21 Vulg.), 
also Gr. 8cko.v6$, explained from 81m, dec-em ten. 

Whether viewed as Gr, or L., the form of the word offers 
difficulties. In both languages, it had also an early astro- 
logical sense, ‘ the chief of ten parts, or of ten degrees, of a 
zodiacal sign': see Decan. Salmasius, De annis climac- 
iericis et antiques Astrologia (Leyden, 1648), considers this 
the original sense, and holds it to be a term of oriental 
astrology, which was merely assimilated to £«xa, deceit t, in 
Gr. ana L. As a military term, the Gr. derivative Sexavia. 
occurs =L. decuria, in the Tactica of /Elian and of Arrian 
(both c. 120); the L, decamts occurs in Vegetius De Re 
M Hilar i c. 386. The word is then used by Jerome c 400 
in his translation of Exodus xviii. 21, 25, where the Old 
Latin had decurio ; and about the same time the monastic 
use (sense 3 below) appears in Cod. Theodos, xvi. 5. 30, and 
Cassian’s Instit. iv. to. In later times of the empire it was 
applied to various civil functionaries. From these monastic 
and civil uses come all the modern senses of dean.] 

1 1, Representing various uses of late L. decanus ; 
A head, chief, or commander of a division of ten, 

1388 Wyclif Ex. xviii 21 Ordeyne thou of hem tribunes, 
ana centuriouns, and quinquagenaries, and deenys [2382 
rewlers vpon ten, Vulg. decanos]. c 1440 Secrees i$ 7 Ffohve 
}?anne vche comandour ffoure vicaires, & vche vicaire tene 
lederes, & vche Iedere tene denys, & vche deyn ten men. 
Ibid,, With vche a Iedere tene dyens, and with vche a dyen 
ten men. 2483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 59/2 Ordeyne of them 
tryhunes & centuriones & denes that may in all tymes 
juge the peple. 

1 2. As a translation of med.L. decanus, applied 
in the ‘Laws of Edward the Confessor* to the 
teod ing-ealdor, borsholder, head borough, or tithing- 
man, the headman of a fritiborh or tenmannetale. 
(See Stubbs, Const. Hist. I. v, 87 .) Obs. 

* {a 1200 Laws of Edvo. Canf. xxviii, Sic imporaerant 
justitiarios super quosque x fri?borgos, quos decanos possu- 
mus dicere, Anglice autem tyenpe heued vocati sunt, hoc est 
Caput x,] 2647 N, Bacon Disc. Govt, Eng. 1. xxvi. (1739)' 

44 If any controversy arose between the pledges, the chief 


pledge by them chosen, called also the Dean or Headbur- 
rough, might determine the same. 2693 Kennett Par. 
Antiq . (x8x8< II. 338 Which justices, or civil deans, were to 
examine and determine ali lesser causes between villages 
and neighbours. 

3. As a translation of Eccl L. decanus , applied 
to a head or president of ten monks in a monastery. 

In the DE. transl. of the Rule of St. Benedict, c. xxi, 
rendered ieopmgealdor ‘ tithing-elder *. 

[<*430 Augustine De Moribns Eccl. Cath. I 31 F.is quo* 
decanos vocant eo quod sint denis propositi.] a 2641 lip. 
Mountagu Ads <v Mon. 43 7 Only the Deanes, or Tenth men, 
goe from Cell to Cell to minister consolation. 2693 Kennett 
Par. Antiq. (1818) II. 339-34° The like office of deans 
began very early in the greater monasteries, especially in 
those of the Benedictine order ; where the whole convent 
was divided into decuries, in which the dean or tenth 
erson did preside over the other nine . . And in the larger 
ouses, where the numbers amounted to several decuries, 
the senior dean had a special preeminence, and had some- 
times the care of ail the other devolved upon him alone. 
And therefore the institution of cathedral deans was cer- 
tainly owing to this practice. 1883 Catholic Did, s.v.. The 
senior dean, in the absence of the abbot and provost, 
governed the monastery. 

4. The head of the chapter or body of canons of 
a collegiate or cathedral church. 

: Arising out of the monastic use. ‘ As a cathedral officer, 
the decanus dates from the 8th c., when he is found, after 
the monastic pattern, as subordinate to the praepantus , or 
provost, who was the bishop’s vicegerent as head of the 
chapter But ‘ the office in its full development dates only 
from the xotfi or nth c. . .the. Dean of St. rant s, a. d. xoStS, 
being the first English dean ’. Did. Chr. Ando. 

c 1330 R. Brunnk Chron. (x8xo> 337 Sir Alisander was hie 
dene of Glascow, 1377 Langl. P. PL B. xxu. 65 pis Crete 
bifor pe den. of poules Preched of penaunces. 2494 Faijyan 
Chron. vn. 327 V-’ great deaue of Pawlis, Mayster Richarde 
Wethyrshed. 1577 Harrison England it, L (1S77) 1. 
14 Cathedral! churches, wherein the dearies fa calling 
not knowne in England before the Conquest) doo heave 
the cheefe rule. 1642 Tenues de la Ley 101 .Deane and 
Chapter is a body Corporate spiritual!, consisting of . . 
the Deane (who is chiefe)^ and his PnbavA% t mui they 
together make this Corporation. 1689 Wonn Life 17 June, 
Dr. Aldridge, canon of Ch. Ch. [was] installed dearie. *714 
Swift Imit. Her, Sat. 11. vi.43 Good Mr. Dean, go change 
your gown. 2846 M' Ciuxock Au\ Brii, Empire (18541 H* 
263 There may be a chapter without any dean, as the 
chapter of the collegiate church of Southwell. . 'Every clean 
must be resident in his cathedral church four score and ten 
days. . in every year. x86a Mrs. II. Wood Mrs. llatiih 
xxviii, 1 Will you pardon ray intruding upon you here, Mr, 
Dean ? * lie began. 

6 . A presbyter Invested with jurisdiction or pre- 
cedence (under the bishop or archdeacon) over a 
division of an archdeaconry; more fully called rural 
dean ; formerly (in some cases) dean of Christi- 
anity*, ste Christianity 4. (There were also 
urban deans (decani urbani ) : see Kennett Par . 
Antiq, II. 339 .) 

The rural dean had, in England till the Reformation, and 
ii^ France till the Revolution, large powers of vis tat ion, ad- 
ministration, and jurisdiction, which ^ are still retained in 
some Roman Catholic countries. In England the office and 
title became almost obsolete from the 3 fit h c.» but have, 
since 1835, been generally revived for purposes of diocesan 
organization. See Danse?, Horn Deemicm Ru rates, 1835. 

(Kennett, Du Cange, etc., have cited demnu $ epmopi it* 
this sense from the * Laws of Edward the Confessor ’ xxvi* ; 
but episcopi is an interpolation not ' in the original text, 
the decanus spoken of being really in sense 2 above , ) 
a *330 Cursor M. 29539 (, Cotton Galha MS.i Arid of a prmt 
assoylid be, bat power lias to vnbind |wt, l>at m he hat it first, 
furth sent, Als dene or official! by e i$mWvcw 

lVks.(iZm) 249 Whanne bei ben rnlsly amendid by officialise; 
denes, c 1450 Holland Ihmlat 2 1 5 The Ra vyne . . W m dene 
rtirale to reid. 2456 Pot. Poems ( Rolls) 1 1 .agfiwhh offyeyai nor 
den no favour therys, But if sir tymony tihewe them syiver 
rounde. 248a Monk of Evesham (Arb.'l 80 Of the negli# 

f ens of denys of archedekons and of other officers. *3x4 
’itzhsrb. Jmt. /Vauri 1538)3 Jt shall* left*! to al Arche* 
decons,. Deanes, &c.. .to wear* Sarcenet in theyr lyttynges 
of theyr gownes. 2697 Br, <JAft»tN8tt Advice Cfcrgy Lin* 
coin 6 'lhe Assistance of Rural Deans, which Office is.* 
yet exercised in some Dioceses, .but has unhappily been 
disused in this, (for how long time I 'know nor.' xyta 
Prideaux Direct, Ck.*nmnlms (ed. 4? *04 Bishop Lloyd 
went so far.. as to name Rural Deans in every Dcamry of 
the Diocese. *76 $ ^Blackstonk' Comm . I- 38a The rural 
deans are very antient officers of the church, but almost 
grown out of use; though their deaneries si ill sub'- 1st m an 
ecclesiastical division of the diocese, or archdeaconry, xiafi 
Bolwhele Trad. Pe RtcolL 1 1 , 610 On visiting the church 
at K"St. : Columb as Dean-rural, 
b. In the American Episcopal Church, the 
president of a Convocation (q.v. # 3 b). 

0, In other ecclesiastical uses; 

Deem ef Peculiar* ' one Invented with' the charge of 
a peculiar, T. e. a particular church, parish, or group of 
parishes, which is exempt from the jurisdiction of the bishop 
of the diocese within which it is situated, e.g. the Dean of 
Battle in Sussex. Such k also the' Deem if the Chapels 
Royal in England (St. James’s and Whitehall} { ■ in Scotland 
the Dmns ef ike Chapel Keyed are six ..clergymen of the 
Ch. of Scad.* who' receive a portion of the revenues formerly 
belonging to the, Chapel Royal of if olyrood. , " ' ■ 

.Dmw. $f. the, Arches t the lay' judge of the.Ourt' of 
Arches, who has peculiar jurisdiction over thirteen London 
parishes called' m.aeameryi ■ and 'exempt ; from the oiuhority.of 
the bishop of London. 

_ Dean 'qf th*. Prmnme-'ef Cemterbrney* the Bishop of 
London, who, under a mandate from the archbishop, sum* 
mons. the bishops of the province to meet. in C«i vocation. 

«« Decan 3,1 "*-647 CLAUtKoou Mmi, Rek 1. 1x843) 
33/2 The then Bishop of London, Dr, Laud,. attended m 
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his majesty, throughout that whole journey [into Scotland] 
which, as he was dean of the chappel, he was not obliged 
to do. 1660 R. Coke Power $ Subj. 203 The King shall 
present to his free chappels (in default of the Dean). # 17 26 
Ayliffe Parergon 192 The Judge of this Court.. is dis- 
tinguished by the title of Dean or Official of the Court of 
Arches. Ibid. 2 05 There are al.-o some Deans in England 
without any Jurisdiction; only for Honour so stiled ; as 
the Dean of the Royal Chapel, the Dean of the Chapel of 
St. George at Windsor. 1846 M c Culloch Acc. Brit. Empire 
(1854) 11 . 265 The third species of Deans are those of 
peculiars. . Deans of peculiars have sometimes jurisdiction 
and cure of souls, as the Dean of Battle, in Sussex, and 
sometimes jurisdiction only, ,as the Dean of the Arches, 
London. 1893 Whitaker's A Imanack, Dean of the Chapels 
Royal, The Bishop of London. 

7. In the colleges of Oxford and Cambridge: 
The title of one or more resident fellows appointed 
to supervise the conduct and studies of the junior 
members and to maintain discipline among them, 
to present them for graduation, etc. 

The office came originally from that of the monastic dean, 
and was disciplinary ; one important function of the dean 
in early times was to preside at the disputations of the 
scholars, and in the Oxford colleges of the new foundation 
deans were appointed in the different faculties, e.g. at New 
College, two in Arts, one in Canon Law, one Jn Civil Law, 
and one in Theology, who presided at the disputations of 
the students in these faculties; from the end of the 16th 
c., it became customary also in most colleges for the dean 
to present for degrees. At present the functions pertaining 
to disciplinej attendance at chapel, graduation, etc., are 
sometimes discharged by a single dean, alone or in con- 
junction with a sub- warden, vice-president, or other vice- 
gerent, sometimes distributed among two or three deans ; 
hence the offices of senior and junior dean, or sub-dean, 
dean of arts, dean of divinity , dean of degrees, existing 
in some colleges. 

[In the Statutes of Merton Coll., 1267-74, such officers are 
appointed ‘ numero cuilibet vicenario vel etiam decenario,’ 
but the title decanus is not used. 1383 S tat. New Coll. 
Qxon. xiv, Quinque socii..qui sub dicto custode tanquam 
ejus coadjutores Scholarium et Sociorum ipsorum curam et 
regimen habeant, qualiter scilicet in studio scholastico et 
morum honestate proficiant . . Quos omnes sic pncfectos 
Decanos volumus nuncupari. Permitfentes quod illi ambo 
Decani facultatum Juris Canonici et Civilis eligi poterunt, 
etc.] 1577 Harrison England n. in, (1877) 1. 81 There is 
moreouer in euerie house' a maister or prouost, who hath 
vnder him a president, and certeine censors or deanes, 
appointed to looke to the behavour and maners of the 
students there. 1847 Tennyson Princ. Prol. 161 At college 
. .They lost their weeks : they vext the souls of deans. 1853 
C. Bede Verdant Green iv, He had been Proctor and. 
College Dean there. 18511 Rashdall in Clark Coll. Oxford 
157 (New ColE The discipline was mainly in the hands of 
the Sub-Warden and the five deans — two Artists, a Canonist, 
a Civilian, and a Theologian —who presided over the dis- 
putations of their respective Faculties. 

3. The president of a faculty or department of 
study in a University, as in the ancient continental 
and Scotch Universities, and in the colleges affiliated 
to the modern Universities of London, Victoria, etc. 
In U. S., the dean is now a registrar or secretary. 

[1271 Chartul. Univ. Paris, I, 488 _ Magistro J. de 
Racneroles tunc existente decano facuitatis medicine. 1382 
Ibid. I. 595 Canonicus Parisiensis et decanus theologice 
facuitatis, 1413 fur amentum Backalariorum, St. An- 
drews, Ego juro quod ero obediens facultati arcium et 
decano eiusdem, 1453 Jas. II, Letter in Munim. Univ . 
Glasg . I. 6 Facultatum decanos procurators nacionum 
regentes magistros et scholars in prelibata Universitate.] 
1524 Jas. V Letter to St. Andrews 19 Nov., Maister 
Mertyne Balfour vicar of Monymeil, den of faculte of art of 
the said universite. 1535 Ibid. 28 Feb., Dean of facultie 
of Theologie of the said university. 1578 Contract in 
Munim. Univ. Glasg, I. 119 Maister Thomas ^ Smeitoun 
minister of Paslay and dean of facultie of the said Univer- 
sitie. 1708 J. Chamberlayne St. Gt. Brit. 11. m. {1743) 438 
The University of Glasgow.. had originally considerable 
Revenues for the Maintenance of a Rector, a Dean of 
Faculty, a Principal or Warden, etc. 1875 Edin. Univ. Cal. 
37 The affairs of each Faculty are presided over by a Dean, 
who is elected from among Professors of the Faculty. 1893 
tr. CompayrPs Abelard 135 The deans,, were the real 
administrators of their respective Faculties, They presided 
in the assemblies of their company, and were members of 
the council of the University. 

b. Dean of Faculty : the president of the 
Faculty of Advocates in Scotland. 

1664 Minutes Faculty of Advocates 4 June {MS. in Adv, 
Libr.), Motione being made anent the electione of ane 
deane of faculty, 1826 Scott Diary 7 June in Lockhart , 
I went to the Dean of Faculty’s to a consultation about 
Constable. 

c. Also the usual title of the head of a school 
of medicine attached to a hospital. 

1849 Minutes of Committee St. Thomas's Hasp. 23 May, 
The Committee having been summoned for the purpose of 
taking into consideration the appointment of a Dean . . it 
was agreed . . that some one member of the Medical School 
shall for each year act in ■ the capacity and with the title of 
‘ Dean of the Medical School’. 1893-4 Prospectus St. 
Thomas's Med, Sch. 16 Dean of the 'School, G. H. Makins, 
F.R.C.S. 

9. Dean of guild : a. in the medimval guilds, an 
officer who summoned the members to attend 
meetings, etc. ; b. in Scotland, the head of the 
guild or merchant-company of a royal burgh, who 
. is 'a magistrate charged with, the supervision of all 
buildings within the burgh. 

Except in the four cities of Edinburgh, 'Glasgow, 'Perth, 
■and. Aberdeen, where he is still elected by the guildry, this 
officer is now chosen by' the town-councillors from', among 
their own number. 


2389 in Eng. Gilds 46 On Dene, for to wamyn alle h® gild 
brepren and sistren, 2469 Sc. Acts fas. III (1597) § 29 
A 1 Officiares perteining to the towne : As Alderman, 
Baillies, Deane of Gild, and vther officiares. 1754 Erskine 
Princ. Sc. Law (1809) 43 The Dean of Guild is that magis- 
trate of a royal borough, who is head of the merchant- 
company; he has the cognisance of mercantile causes 
within borough . . and the inspection of buildings. 1806 
Gazetteer Scotl. (ed. 2)506 Selkirk is a royal borough, .It is 
governed by 2 bailies, a dean of guild, treasurer, and 10 
counsellors. 1864 Kirk Chas. Bold I. n. i. 451 The deans 
of the guilds and the principal citizens, who had come out 
to meet him. 

10. The president, chief, or senior member of any 
body. [ — F. doyen.’] 

1687 Lond. Gaz. No. 2215/2 At the Boots of the Coach 
went the Pages.. and by them the Dean or chief of the 
Footmen in black Velvet. 2827 Hardman Battle of Water- 
loo 15 Ah l ah ! Boney,must you, or our Duke., be the chief 
dean ? 1889 Times 25 Nov. 6 The Diplomatic Agents at 
Cairo, .met at the residence of the dean, the Consul-General 
of Spain, Senor de Ortega. 

b. Dean of the Sacred College : see quot. 1885. 
1703 Land. Gaz. No. 3921/xThe Cardinal de Bouillon will 
return hither .. to exercise his Function of Dean of the 
College of Cardinals. 2885 Catholic Diet. s.v.^The Cardinal 
Dean is the chief of the sacred college ; he is usually the 
oldest of the Cardinal Bishops. . He presides in the consistory 
in the absence of the Pope. 

11. Comb. 

z86z Sat. Rev. XIV. 706/1 If Lord Shaftesbury is to be 
a Dean-maker. Ibid., The whole system of Dean-making 
needs reform. __ 

Bean 2 , dene (dm). Forms: 1 derm, i~ 
done, 2-4 dan©, 5 deyne, 6 Sc. dyne, 8-9 dean. 
[OE. denu, acc. dene , valley OTeut. *dani-, 
from the same root as OE. den.n, Den (:— OTeut. 
danfow), q.v.] A vale : a. formerly the ordinary 
word, literal and figurative (as in OE. dJaJ>-denu 
valley of death, ME. dene of teres), and still occur- 
ring in the general sense in some local names, as 
the Dean , Edinburgh, Taunton Dean, the wide 
valley of the Tone above Taunton, and perh. Dean 
Forest ; b. now, usually, the deep, narrow, and 
wooded vale of a rivulet. 

As a common appellative, used in Durham, Northumber- 
land, and adjacent parts of Scotland and England ; as part 
of a proper name, separate or in composition, occurring 
much more widely, e. g. Denholm Dean in Roxburghshire, 
Jesmond Dean or Dene near Newcastle, Castle Eden Dean 
or Dene and II awthomdene in Durham, Chellow Dene 
near Bradford, North Dean near H al i fax H epwortk Dene 
near Huddersfield, Deepdene near Dorking, East Dean, 
West Dean, Ovingdean, Rottingdean , in deep wooded vales 
in the chalk downs jiear Brighton. The spelling dene is 
that now prevalent in Durham and Northumberland. In 
composition often shortened to den, as Marden, S warden, 
Biddenden , etc. in Kent. 

C825 Vesp. Psalter Ixxxiii. 7 In dene teara [in com) alle 
lacrimarum]. Ibid. ciii. 10 In deanum. c 1000 jElfric 
Gram. (Z.) 56 Uallis , dene, c 1000 Ags. Gasp. Luke iii 5 
TElc denu [. Lindisf dene, Hatton dane] biS getylled, a 1300 
E. E. Psalter Ixxxiii. 7 (Matz.‘, In dene of teres, c 2325 
E. E. Allit. P. A. 295 pou says )>ou trawez me in J?is dene. 
1340 Ayenb. 59 Ich wille maki pe helles and jut danes. 
a 1400-50 Alexander 5421 pan dryues hefurth. .into a deyne 
entris, A vale full of vermyn. 1594 Bait. Balrinness in Sc. 
Poems 16th C. II. 355 Now must I flie, or els be slaine. . With 
that he ran ouer ane dyne Endlongis ane lytill burne. 1612 
Drayton Polyolb. iii. 418 Tauntons fruitfull Deane. 1794 
W. Hutchinson Hist. Durham III. t There are some deep 
and woody vales or deans near this mansion [at Castle 
Eden], 2806 Hull Advertiser 1 r Jan. 2/2 The Estate offers 
. .deans for plantations, sheltered from the sea. 1826 Sur- 
tees Hist. Durham I. n. 44 The wild beauties of the Dene 
[at Castle Eden]. 1875 Murray Handbk. Durham 23 The 
deep wooded denes which d^bouche upon the coast. 

Bean 3 . As a Cornish mining term : The end 
of a level. 

2874 in Knight Diet. Mech. 1882 in Raymond Mining 
Gloss. 

De-anathematize, v . : see De- II. 1. 

Deand, obs. north, form of Dying. 

Deane, obs. form of Din ; var. of Dain sb. 
Deanery (drnsri), Also 5 denerye, deyn- 
rye, 6 denry, 6-9 deanry. [f. Dean 1 + -ery : 
the AFr. form denrie was prob. from Eng.] 

1. The office or position of a dean. 

[2292 Britton it. xvii, § 6 Dend [v.rr. denee, denrie], ou 
tliresorie, ou chaunterie, ] c 1440 Promp. Parv. 1 x8 Denerye, 
decanatus. 2483 Cath. Angl. 95 A Deynrye, decania. 
2534 Act 26 Hen. VIII, c. 3 § 9 Any * . Priorie, Arch- 
deaconry, Deanry.. or any other benefice or promocion 
spiritually 1588 J, Udall Diotrephes (Arb.) 26 To beg the 
Byshoppricks, Deanries, and such great places. 1647 
Clarendon Hist, Reb. 1, (1843) 37/2 When he could no 
longer keep the deanery of the chappel royal. 1706 Hearne 
Collect. 25 Dec,, Upon quitting his Deanery in the College 
[St. John’s, Oxford]. 2724 .Swift Drapiers Lett . vii. The 
deanries ail .. are in the donation of the crown. 2848 
Macaulay Hist. Eng. II, vi. 87 The Deanery of Christ- 
church became vacant. 

2. The group of parishes, forming a division of 
a diocese, over which a rural dean presides; for- 
merly, also, the jurisdiction of a dean. 

a 1440 Found. St. Bartholotnew's xii. 47 A Preiste .. that 
gouerynd the Chirche of seynt Martyn . . had receyuyd one 
hym. .the deynrye of nygh chirches for maters ecclesiastical! 
to discusse. 2587 Harrison Engl. n. 1.(2877) x. 15 Vnto 
these deanerie churches also the cieargie in old time of the 
same deanrie were appointed to repaire at sundrie seasons, 
there to receiue wholesome ordinances, and to consult. 


2643 Sir E. Bering Sp. on Relig. 91 Appeale maybe to the 
rurall Deanery. ^ 2693 Kennett Par. Antiq. (1818: II. 338 
The bishops divided each diocese into deaneries or ti things, 
each of which was the district of ten parishes or churches. 
2727-52 Chambers Cycl. s.v. Arches, The judge of the 
court of arches, is called the dean of the arches, .with which 
officially is commonly joined a peculiar jurisdiction over 
thirteen parishes in London, termed a deanry. 2835 
Dansey Horse Dec. Rur. I. 19 The division of dioceses at 
that time into decennaries or deanries. 2837 Penny Cycl. 
VIII. 340/2 The report of the Ecclesiastical Commissioners, 
1835, recommends that each parish shall be assigned to 
a deanery, and each deanery to an archdeaconry. 2890 Bp, 
W estcott in Durham Dioc. Gaz. IV. 34 Some improvements 
will, I trust, be made in the assignment of parishes to the 
several Deaneries. 

3. The official residence of a clean. 

1598 Shaks. Merry W. iv. vi. 31 And at the Deanry, 
where a. Priest attends, Strait marry her. 1727 Earl of 
Oxford in Swift's Lett, 12 Oct., I was in hopes, .that you. 
would not have gone to your deanery till the Spring. 1855 
Macaulay Hist . Eng. IV. 252 Late at night he was brought 
to Westminster, and was suffered to sleep at his deanery. 

4. Comb.., as f deanery church (the church of a 
rural dean), deanery house. 

1587 Harrison/ England 11. i. (1877) 1. 25 But as the 
number of Christians increased, so first monasteries, then 
finallie parish churches, were builded in euery Jurisdiction ; 
from whence I take our deanerie churches to haue their 
origin ale, now called mother churches, and their incumbents 
archpreests. 2720 Swift Poems, Apollo to Dean , That 
traitor Delany. .seditiously came. .To the deanery house. 

Deaness (dimes), [f. Dean 1 + -ess.] 

1. A woman who is head of a female chapter. 
[L. deedna, F. doyenne . ) 

2759 Sterne TV. Shandy u. xxxv, The Abbess of Qued- 
lingberg . . with the four great dignitaries of her Chapter, 
the prioress, the deaness, the sub-chantress, and senior 
canoness. 1878 Seeley Stein II. 347 Abbess v. Gilsa, 
Deaness vom Stein, and Canoness v. Metzsch. 

2. humorous. The wife of a dean. 

1884 G. Allen Philistia 1 . 123 Fancy little Miss Butterfly 
a rural deaness ! 

Bea* -nettle. Obs. exc. dial. Forms: 6- dee-, 
8- day-, 9 dea~, deea-, deye-, dae-„ [Generally 
held to be a reduction of dead-nettle (in Trevisa 
deed-nettyll ) ; but the phonology is not clear.] 
A name given to the species of Lamium (Dead- 
nettle) and other Labiates having nettle-like 
leaves ; but in Scotland and the North of England 
more especially to the Hemp-nettle, Galeopsis 
7'eirahit,\he acute calyx-segments of which, when 
dry and rigid, often wound the hands of reapers. 

2523 Fitzherb. Hush. § 20 There be other wedes not spoken 
of, as dee-nettylles, dodder, and suche other, that doo moche 
harme. 1788 Marshall Rur. Econ . E. Yorksh. Gloss., 
Dea-nettle, galeopsis tetrahit , wild hemp. 2853 G. J ohnston 
Nat. Hist. E. Lord. 162 Labourers m harvest are some- 
times affected with whitlow, and they ascribe the disease 
invariably to the sting of the Deye-nettle. 2878 Cumbrld. 
Gloss., Deaa, Deea , Dee nettle, the dead nettle — Lamium 
album. 

De- anglicize, v . : see De- II. i. 
Dc-a- mmaliz e, v. [De- II. i.] trans. To 
deprive of its animal character. 

2865 Intell. Observer XXXV 1 1 1 . 96 The negative evidence 
..does not deanimalise it. 2887 E. P. Powell Heredity 
from God 155 The tendency is to deanimalize the organs, 
and to create an, intellectual type. 

BeansMp (drnjip). [f. Dean 1 + -ship.] 

1. The office, position, or rank of a dean ; the 
tenure of this office. 

2622 Cotgr., DoyennI, a Deanerie, or Deaneship. 2762 
Warton Life Bathurst 214 (T.) Those [chapter-acts] that 
were made during his deanship. 2827 Corbett Protestant 
Reform . 11. § 47 The Bishopricks, the Parish-livings, the 
Deanships . . are in fact all m their gift. 1882 New Eng, 
fml. Educ. XXIV. 347 Prof. P. J. Williams to the dean- 
ship of the Normal department. 

2. The personality of a dean : used humorously 
as a title. 

1588 Marprcl. Epist. (Arb.) 3 May it please you.. to ride 
to Sarum and thanke his Deanship for it. 2729 Swift 
Poems, Grand Question xxxiii, I then shall not value his 
Deanship a straw. 281a Parr Let. Dec. 12 Wks. (1828) VII. 
470 His Deanship perhaps has brought from his escrutoire 
his old Concio for the Doctorate. 

Be-aut]h.ropomo*rpMze» v. [De- II. i.] 

trans . To deprive of its anthropomorphic cha- 
racter; to divest of its (attributed) human form. 
So De-antliropomorpla-iza'tioxL, -ized, -izing, 
-ism. 

■ 2874 Fiske Cosmic Philos. I. 276 A continuous process of 
deanthropomorphization. 2879 ^ J. Jacobs in iyth Cent * 
Sept. 499 The deanthropomorphised Deity of Maimomdes. 
2884 .Pall flail G. 4 Jan. 4/2 The* de-anthropomorphising* 
process, will continue, says' Mr,. Spencer. ' 1886 Romanes m 
Contemp. Rev. July 52 A continuous growth of * deanthrqpo- 
morphism . passing through .."polytheism' into monotheism 
. .a progressive * purification ’ of theism. 

De-appetize, -mg : see De- II. 1. 
t Dear, sb. 1 Ohs. In dere. [app. repr. an 
unrecorded OE. *dle? A u, *d£oru = OHG. Hurt, 
MHG. Hurt t, OLG. diuri fem. preciousness, glory, 
high value, dearness, dearth, Cf. Dbar #, 1 ] . ; 
Dearness, dearth. 

.2297 R. Glouc. (2724) 4i6 ; Gret. .dere of kyug h e seuene 3er 
me say. c 2300 Havelok 824 A 'strong dere Biganto rise of' 
korn of bred,.' Ibid. 841, I wene that we deye mone For 
hunger,. J?Is dere is so' strong*. C1330 R. Brunne Chron. 


BEAU. 


DEAR, 


Wace (Rolls) 16419 In his tyme failled f> e com.. Of J>at 
definite cam gret dere [et en aprlsfu la cherte\ . 

Bear (d!«i },aJ and sb. J F orms : 1 diore , dSore, 
dfre, 2-3 deore, 2 deere, 3-6 dere , (3 dure, 
d^ere, 4 dir, diere, dyere), 4-5 der, 4-7 deere, 
(4 duere, 5 deure), 5-6 deyr, 5-7 deir, 6-7 
deare, 6 - dear; 5- 6 Ate compar. darrer, super iat. 
darrest;. [OK. earlier diore ; in early 

WS .diere, late WS. dyre (but also diore as in 
non-WS.) ; a Com. Tent, adj., * OFris. diore diure 
(WFris. djoer, EFris. dfir), MDu. diere, d&re 
(Du. dier beloved, diuer high-priced), OS. diuri 
(MLG. diire, LG. diir), OliG. tiuri glorious, dis- 
tinguished, worthy, costly (MHG. tiure , titer, MG. 
Hire , Ger. tetter ), ON. dyrr worthy, precious, 
costly (Sw„ Da. dyr) ; Goth, not recorded. These 
forms point to OTeut. type % deur~jo-, *diur~jo-l\ 

I. Of persons : 

fl. Glorious, noble, honourable, worthy. Obs. 
a 1000 Riddles xxxiv. (Gr.), Is min modor msegjm cynnes 
|>cEs deorestan. c 1000 Ags. Ps. cxvii. xo Og Dryhtnes 
naman deorum. c 1340 Gaw. Gr. Knt . 445 Toward f? e 
derrest on J> e dece he dressez be face. 1375 Cant . de 
Creations 701 in Anglia I, I am Michel, fie angel dere 
Ordeyned abouen man. ? a 1400 Morte Arth . 1601 pe dere 
kynge hyme Selfene Comaundyd syr Cadore with h s dere 
knyghttes . . To ryde with he Romaynes. a 1400-30 
Alexander 4644, I, sir Dyndyn he derrest at duells in bis 
lie, pe best of pe bragmeyns. c 1450 Holland Hemlat 281 
With dukis and with digne lorcHs, darrest in dale. 159S T. 
Edwardes Cephalus P., & Envoy (1878)61-2 Oh deere 
sonnes of stately kings. 1596 Shaks. x Hen. IP, iv. iv. 31 
Corriuals and deare men Of estimation and command. x6o6 
— Tr. 4* Cr. v. iii. 27 Life euery man holds deere, but the 
deere man Holds honor farre more precious, deere, then life, 
f lb. Often used absol. 

e 1325 E. E. A Hit. P. B. 1394 Dere dreqen ber-to & vpon 
des metten. c 142a Anturs of A rib. i, Wythe dukys, and 
with dosiperus, that with the deure dwellus. 

2 . Regarded with personal feelings of high esti- 
mation and affection; held in deep and tender 
esteem ; beloved, loved. 

f To have dear , hold dear', to love [ = Ger. lieb haben, 
Du. liefhebben ]. 

The earlier sense was that of ‘esteemed, valued * rather 
than ' loved’ ( = Ger. tetter : not lieb), but the passage of the 
one notion into the other is too gradual to admit of their 
separation. 

a 1000 Juliana 725 (Gr.) Feeder frofre gasst. .and se deora 
sunu. c 1000 Ags. Gasp. Luke vii. 2 Sum.es hundred -mannes 
beowa. .se waes him dyre. c 1205 Lay. 4377 l>e king haueS 
ane dohter b e him is swu#e dure [c 1275 pat he loueth 
swibe], a 1300 Cursor M. 3626 (Cott.) Mi leue sone 
bou ert mi derest barn. Ibid. 20133 (Cote.) Saint iohn 
hir keped & had ful dere. c X386 Chaucer Knits T. 590 
Ther nas no man that Theseus hath so derre. C1435 
Torr. Portugal 931, I have a dowghttyr that ys me dere. 
1526 Pilgr. Per/. (W. de W. 1531) 291 His dere darlynges 
and well beloved frendes. 1535 Stewart Cron. Scot. II. 
174 He that wes his darrest sone in law. 1644 Milton 
Educ. Wks. (1847) 100/1 Dear to God, and famous to all 
Ages. 1650 W. Brough Sacr. Prittc. (16591 138 All those 
Thou hast made near and dear unto me, 1797 Mrs. Rad- 
cliffe Italian xiii, Ellena, you have long witnessed how 
dear you are to me. 1891 E. Peacock H. Brendon 1 . 225 
He was a very dear friend of mine. 

b. Used in addressing a person, in affection or 
regard. 

c 1250 Gen. 4 Ex. 1569 Fader dere, bidde ic Se, Bat sum 
bliscing gif 8« me. <11314 Guy Warm, (A.) 3375 Mi dere 
frende Gij. c 1340 Cursor M. 10483 (Trim) Dere god here 
preyere myne. c 1489 Caxton Sonnes o/Aymon xxii. 470 
‘Dere syre’, sayd the duke Naymes, ‘ye sende vs for 
noughte/ 1641 Move's Edzir. V, 1-2 My Lords, my deare 
kinsmen and allies. 1737 Pope Hor. Ef>. 1. vi. 3 Plain 
truth, dear Murray, needs no flow’rs of speech. 1820 
Shelley CEdipns 1. 102 Why what’s the matter, my dear 
fellow, now? 1875 Jowett Plato (ed. 2) I. 277 Do not all 
men, my dear sir, desire good ? 

C. In the introductory address or subscription of 
a letter. 

Dear Father, Brother, Friend, Dear John, and the 
like, are still affectionate and intimate, and made more so 
by prefixing My ; but Dear Sir (or Dear Mr. A.) has be- 
come since the 17th c. the ordinary polite form of addressing 
an equal. 

1450 Q. Margt. in Four C. Eng. Lett. 7 Right dere 
and welbeloved. 1503-4 Q. Margt. (of ScotL) to Hen. VII 
in Ellis Orig. Lett. L 41 My most dere lorde and fader. 
1516 — to Hen. VIII, ibid, I. 129 Derest broder, Ashartly 
as I can I recomend me onto you. a%6io Meriel Little- 
ton to Mrs. Barnaby, ibid. u. HI. 218 Deare Aunt, I arae 
as willinc-e [etc.]. 1623 Die. Buckingham to Jos. I, ibid. 
HI. 146 Dere Dad, Gossope, and Steward. 1628 Abp. Usher 
Let to Sir R. Cotton in Lett. Emin. Lit. Men (Camden) 138 
Deare Sir, I know not who should beginne first [etc.]. 1656 
Jer. Taylor Let. in Evelyn's Mem. 1x857) I II. 72 Believe that 
I am, in great heartiness and dearness of affection, Dear 
Sir, your obliged and most affectionate friend and servant 
J. Taylor. ; ■ 1665 Pepys to Lady Carteret 4 Sept., Dear 
Madam, Your Ladyship will not (I hope! imagine [etc.]. 
1690 Harrison to Strype in Ellis Orig. Lett. n. IV. 209 
Dear Sir, after some few days stay at Liverpool for a wind 
[etc.}. 1757 R. Symmkr V* A. Mitchell ibid. IV. 392 Dear 
Mitchell, I write a few lines [etc.]. 

d. The adj. is often used absol. - ‘ dear one \ 
especially in * dear ’ or ‘ my dear ’ addressed to a 
person ; also in the superlative degree, ‘ dearest 
‘ my dearest L Its use otherwise than in address, 
as in ‘his dear 5 , leads to its treatment as a sb., 
for which see B. 
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a 1225 Ancr. R. 98 Hwo haueS ihurt te, mi deore ? 1362 
Langl. P. PI. A. vii. 241 Lere hit me, my deore. 1590 Shaks. 
Mids. N. v. 286 O dainty Ducke : O Deere 1 161 1 Wtnt 1 . 
1. ii. 88 Hermione (my dearest). Ibid. iv. m. 15 Shall I go 
mourne for that (my deere) ? a 1631 Donne Poems (1650) 
14 And, Deare, 1 die As often as from thee I goe. xyia 
Tickell Sped. No. 410 r 6, I therefore came abroad to 
meet my Dear, And lo, in happy Hour I find thee here. 
iSx 3 Mar. Edgeworth Patron. II. xxii i, 57 Really, my 
dear’, answered she, ‘I can’t say/ 1833 Ht, Martineau 
Berkeley 1. vii. 143 Do not exhaust yourself at once, 
dearest, 2879 Miss Br addon C lav. Foot xxxviii, 1 1 am not 
in the clouds, dear; I am only anxious.’ 

e. Dearest friend may have suggested dearest 
enemy gx foe \ but see also Dear a A 2. 

1596 Shaks. i Hen. IV, hi. ii. 123 Which art my neer’st 
and dearest Enemie. 2602 — Ham. 1. ii, 180 Would I had 
met my dearest foe in heauen Ere I had [etc.]. x8x8 
I Shelley Rev. Islam xi. xv, 0 that I. .could set my dearest 
enemy free From pain and fear ! _ _ 

f 3 . The attribute is sometimes transferred to the 
! subject of the feeling : Affectionate, loving, fond. 
2602 Siiaks. Ham. 1. ii. iii With no Iesse Nobility of 
Loue, Then that which deerest Father beares his Sonne. 
1610 — Temp. 1. ii. 179 Bountifiill Fortune (Now mv deere 
Lady). 1653 Walton Angler Ep. Ded., Sir Henry Wotton, 
a dear lover of this Art. 

II. Of things. 

f 4 . Of high estimation, of great worth or value; 
precious, valuable. Obs. 

c 888 K. zElfred Booth, xiii, God word and god hlisa 
aelces monnes bib betera & deorra bonne cenig wela. c 893 
Oros. v. ii. (Sw.) 216/5 Corrinthisce fatu..sint fesr an & 
dierran bonne senegu obru. c 1200 Ormin 6732 Rihht all 
swa summ hord off gold Mang menn iss horde deresst. 
c 1325 E. E. A Hit. P. B. 1792 Now is a dogge also dere bat 
in a dych lygges. c 1400 Destr. Troy 1683 Dubbed ouer 
with dyamondes, bat were dereholdjm. 1470 85 Malory 
Arthur 1. xvii, There may no rychesse be to dere for them. 
1500-20 Dunbar Thistle <$• Rose iox And crowntt him with 
dyademe full deir. 1596 Shaks. Merck. V. 1. i. 62 Your 
worth is very deere in my regard, c 1600 — Sonn. xxx, 
And with old woes new wail my dear time’s waste. 

T b. Precious in import or significance; im- 
portant. Obs. 

1592 Shaks. Rom. <$• Jttl. v. ii. 19 The Letter was not 
nice, but full of charge, Of deare import, and the neglecting 
it May do much danger. 1596 — 1 Hen. IV, iv. u 34 So 
dangerous and deare a trust. 1605 — Lear in, i. 19 Sir, 
I do know you, And dare .. commend a deere thing to you. 

+ e. In weakened sense of ‘precious*. Obs. 

1530 Palsgr. 539 You have erred many a dere daye. .maynt 
jour. 15, , Tournam. Tottenham 10 It befel in Totenham on 
a dere day, Ther was mad a shurtyng be the by-way. 2596 
Shaks. Merck. V. m. v. 70 O deare discretion, how his words 
are suted. 

5 . The preceding passed gradually into a sense in 
which personal affection or attachment became the 
predominant notion as in 2 above : Precious in 
one’s regard, of which one is fond, to which one 
is greatly attached. 

CX175 Pater Hosier 34 in Lamb. Ham. 57 }>is is b 6 furste 
bode here, bet we a3en to habben deore. c 1250 Gen. <f* Ex. 
3483 His word 311 wurSe di^ere al-so lif, Di^ere or eifter child 
or wif. C1450 St. Cuthbert 1 Surtees) 3703 Our haly faders 
statutes dere. 1535 Coverdalr Ps. cxv. 3 Right deare in 
the sight of y* Lorde is the death of his sayntes. 1593 
Shaks. Rich. II, it. i. 57 This Land of such deere souies, 
this deere-deere I^and, Deere for her reputation through the 
world. x6gx Hobbes Leviath. n. xxx. 179 Those that are 
dearest to a man are his own life and limbs. 1742 Fielding 
J. A ndrews n. iv, Bellarmine, in the dear coach and six, 
came to wait on her. 1746 Hervey Medzf. t x8i8) 209 Liberty, 
that dearest of names ; and property, that best of charters. 
1848 Macaulay Hist. Eng. II. 306 Those ties, once so dose 
and dear, which had bound the Church of England to the 
House of Stuart. x866 Pr. Alice Mem. (1884 ) x 58 How dear 
of you to have written to me on the 14th, 1891 A nti- Jacobin 
17 Oct 903/2 Clad in the black surtuut dear to bourgeois 
taste. 

Tb. Affectionate, fond, loving. Obs, or rare. 

1591 Shaks. Two Gent. iv. iii, 14 Thou art not ignorant 
what deere good will I bearevnto the banish’d Valentine. 
c 1600 — Sonn. cxxxi, For well thou know’st to my dear 
doting heart Thou art the fairest and most precious jewel, 
1683 Pemisylv. Archives I. 70 With dear Love in ye lasting 
truth I salute thee, a x8 66 Keble Lett. Spin Counsel {j 870) 
35 My dear love to — and — . 

c. Often as an attribute of life, heart, heart's 
blood, etc., as things dear to one. To fide (etc.) 
for dear life : to ride for one’s life, as a thing dear 
to one; to ride as though life were at stake. Cf. 
next 

1591 Shaks. t Hen. VI, iii. iv. 40 Or else this Blow 
should broach thy dearest Bloud. 1602 — Ham. m. ii. 68 
Since my deere Soule was Mistris of my choy.se. 1604 
Oth. in. iii. 26 x Though' that -her Jesses were my deere 
heart-strings, 1703 Rowe Fair Pen it, tu i. 4x3 My dear 
Peace of Mind is lost for ever. 1793 Burns * Scots whet km * 
v, We will drain our dearest veins .But. .they shall be free, 
1887 Frith Autobiog. I. xxi. 279. Never so happy as when 
galloping for dear life after a pack of. hounds. *892 Bay's 
Own Paper Nov. 58/3 The men were working for ‘dear 
life ’ to get her [the cutter] ready for sail. 

8 . Of a high price, high-priced, absolutely or re- 
latively ; costly, expensive ; the opposite of cheap. 

1044 O.E. Chron., On 3 i.sum gere was swytfc rayed hunger 
ofer call Englaland and -corn swa dyre , . swa b«t se 'sester 
hwmtes eode 'to .LX pen. 1x54 ibid, an. 1137 § 3 J>a was 
corn daere. c 1320 Seuyn Sag. 3724 tW. » Ilian so bifdl that 
com was dere. 1375 Barbour Bruce xvm. 283 This is the 
derrest ' beiff that I Saw euir jeit ; for sekirly It ccat ane 
thousand pund and mar. 1509 Hawes Past . Pleas, tv, xix, 

■ Nothynge I wanted, were, it chepe or dere. 1595 Shaks, 


John 1. 1*. 153 Sell your face for fiue pence and tis deer®, 
x 668 Rolle Abridgment 40 He swore, that the Wood was 
worth 40s. where it was dear of 13s. 4d. 1745 £>e /• Eng. 

Tradesman (1841! XL xxxviii. 109 Our manufactures, .may 
be dear, though low-priced, if they are mean m their value. 
1857 Ruskin Pol. Eeon. Arth. 118681 8 9 Pictures ought not 
to be too dear, that is to say, not as dear as they are. 

b. Said of prices, ? ales : = High. Mow leas usual. 
c xzSo Gen. 6' hCx. 2247 Fruit and spices of dere pris. 2502 

Aknolde Chron. (1811) 128 He bought the said peper at 
derrar price. 1582-8 Hist. James VI (1804? 169 And pat 
the timber to the mercat to be sauld at the darrest price be 
the weyght. 1654 tr. Martinis Cmtq. China 37 Considering 
at how dear a rate he had bought the mastering of that 
City. 1750 Johnson Rambler No. 46 s» 3 Privileges, which 
I have purchased at so dear a rate. 1891: Law Times XCL 
33/1 Economy is a good thing, but you may pay for it . . at 
far too dear a price. . ... . 

c. Said of a time or place in which prices for 
provisions, etc. are high ; dear year, a year of 
dearth ; also of a dealer who charges high prices, 

C1290 S. Eng. Leg. 278/25 A deore £er {rare cam. c *400 
Maundkv. (1839) v. 44 'i'herfore is ( there dere Tyme m that 
Contree, 1535 Covkrdai.e Ps. xxxii. 19 To fede them in the 
deare tyme. 1596 Shaks. x Hen. IV, in. iii. 5a The clearest 
Chandlers in Europe. 1637 Rutherford Lett. f*86*»T. 216 
The hard fare of the dear inn, at&it Fuller Worthies 
(1840) II. 501 It is the dearest town in England for fuel. 
1765 Mrs. Harris in Priv. Lett. IaL Malmesbury I, 122, 

1 have myself paid Mademoiselle Peignerelle . . In^my life 
I never saw so dear a woman. x888 Bryce A tner. Commw. 
III. cxiv. 640 To .. send it ..by the cheapest routes to the 
dearest markets. 

d. fig. Costly in other than a pecuniary sense ; 
difficult to procure ; scarce, 

a 1330 Otuel 1680 ]>o alle foure weren ifere, There nere 
none strokes dere. <21533 Ld. Berners > Gold. - Jtk. M. 
Aurel , (1546) Kvjb, Thou art so dere in verities, and 
makeste vyces good chepe. 1535 Covkrdai.e t Sam. iii. t 
The worde of y- Lorde was deare at the same tyme.- *553 
Kennedy Compend. Tract, in Wodr. Sac. Misc.J 1844} 1.^9 
And therefore is deir of the rehersing, because . it wes tvtr 
misknawin to the Kirk of God, 1576 Tvhpkkv, Venerit 248 
The experience which hath bene dearer unto me panicultrly 
than it is meets to be published generally, 

1 7 , Senses vaguely connected with the pree. Obs. 
It is possible that a was influenced by Dear aS 

a. ‘Heartfelt; hearty; hence earnest '(Schmidt). 

1588 Shaks. L, L. L, it* L 1 Now Mttdam summon vp 

your dearest spirits, 1596 — t Hen, IV, v, v. 3.6 You Sonne 
John ..Towards Yorke shall bend you, with your deerest 
speed. *606 — • Tr. 4* Cr v. iii. p Consort with, tne in loud 
and deere petition : Pursue we him on knees. 

b, ? Rare, unusual, or ? loving, kind, 

159a Shaks. Rom. 4- JuL m. iii, aS This is deare [Q». * 
ineare] mercy, and thou seest it not, 
t 8. To think dear: to seem right or proper; to' 
seem good. Const, with dative as in metkinks, 
1340-70 Alex. 4- Dind. 1133 Whan \m maktlexe man., 
Hadde . . lettrus . . Emitted to dindimu* as. him de» e houte. 
c 1400 Destr. 'Troy 2391 To deme a*t |w derr thinke, 
a 1400 50 Alexander 1638 To do with Darius , , how no me 
dee thinke, 

B. as sb. mm Dear one, darling. 

This comes from A. ad, through Intermediate ti««s like 
*1 met my dear', ‘he found his dear', in which the adj,, 
although capable of being compared f‘ his dearest *), can 
also he treated as a sb. with plural dears. 

c X400 Derr. Troy 9225 On troche couenatind to kepe, yf 
hat dere wold. 0x460 Tmmetey Afytt. »B* Waloway ! my 
tefe (teres, there I stand in this sted. *590^8 wmotir K Q. 
t. vii, 16 From that day forth Dtienwa was his deare, x6h 
Shaks, Wint, T. iv.iv. 3*47 Golden Quoifes, and Stomachers 
For my Lads, to giue their deers. *709 Priox Epil to 
Phaedra, Hie Spouse alone, impatient fur her Dear. 
2178a Cowpek Gilpin 19' . You are she, my dearest dear* 
Therefore it shall be 'done, 1824 Byron Jam xvitxmi. 
Things Are. somehow echoed, to tie pretty (tears* 1856 
Whyte Melville Kate Cm, xi, Come on, there’s a dear! 
3880 Miss Bra»ix>n Just as / am xlv, Yon are. such it 
devoted old dear. 

C. Used interjectionally. Dear f, 0 /e dear l, 
Dear , dear!. Dear molt exclamations expressing 
surprise, astonishment, anxiety, distress, regret, 
sympathy, or other emotion. Dear bins, help, 
love, save ns ( you ) ; 'ejaculations of astonishment, 
usually implying an appeal for higher help (obs. 
or dial.). Dear knows l goodness knows, Heaven 
knows (/do not), 

# lliese uses with a v«rb that dear r*pr«vr»t* or 

implies a fuller dear Lord ! Thus dear kmnm / is rxa* tly 
equivalent: to the Lord or G&d kmmmt \ cf also the elliptical 
Save us l Help m l Keep m t and the like; but the his- 
torical evidence ii.net cooriuiive. \h derivation Iroin it. 

■ die, God* m conjectured by some, resting upon moth .Eng. 
pronttucktion of finds no sup$mn in the history of the 
word.) 

s6m Cohorevk Double Dealer v. xirii, O dear, pin make 
■■me blush, 17*9 A. Ramsay Ep, J Aria, hie a*/ 'liken did 
ideas dance (dear mh us l ! Ah they d I tv it daft. *7% M ah. 
D’Akblay Early Diary tt8fio) I. 3(1 O tte.u ! O de,.r ! low 
melancholy has been to us this last week, tbid * O dear ? I 
shall die, ■3773 Oolosm, Stoops to Omq . tv, Dear me ! dear 
me I I’m sure there b nothing in my behaviour to put me era 
a level with one of that siamp, 12x8x3 Mas. Stttiwooo Storm 
Ck. Catech xx. 65 1 0 , dear F say« Ma links * do you think 
I am like your fine folks t" :■ Fairchild Fmm.'xm 

(2829)08 ‘ Dear ! how tiresome it must U* tu be vorrlighatfi l* 
3838 Dickens O. Twist iv. Dear me!,. hr\ very small. 
1844 — Mart. CAm, xlv, Hem was not a flinty heart. Oh 
dear no ! *839 Catii, Sinclair Holiday H»m» r ill 40 ‘ Oh 
dear! oh dear ! what steal ! dot’ cried Harry. 2849 
Lyttm Caxtms 17 ‘Dear, dear’, cried my mother * . * niy 
poor flower pot that I prised m much.* xSyd II 'kit* Crms 
xxxvii 236 ‘Dear knows V said Catharine* * when we sbaii 
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see them back.' 1880 Antrim <$• Down Gloss., Dear Hess 
you! . . Dear help you t.. Dear blows , a common rejoinder, 
meaning ‘ who knows ’ or ‘ nobody knows probably meant 
originally, ‘God only knows*. Dear love you! God love 
you, an exclamation. Mod. Sc. He has had dear knows 
how many places, and lost them a’, ane after another. 

■f Bear, dere, a A poetic. Qbs. or arch. Forms : 

1 dior, deor, 3-5 dere, 6-7 deere, deare, 7- dear. 
[OE. deor ; not known in the cognate langs., and of 
uncertain etymology. 

By some held to be intimately related to OE. deor animal 
(see Deer). By others thought to contain the same radical 
form as Dear a. , and to differ only in the stem-suffix 
(pdeur-o-). In OE., from the levelling of 0- stems and jo- 
stems , dear was formally distinguishable from deore only 
in the nom. sing, (of alb genders), the acc. sing, neuter, and 
nom. acc. pi. neuter, which had deor , as against deore, dioru 
(-0). Hence, when the final -e was lost or mute in ME., the 
two words became entirely identical in form. But in OE., 
their senses appear to have been quite distinct; and, in later 
times, the sense of dere, dear, from deor was highly incon- 
gruous with those developed from dSore (though intermediate 
or connecting links of meaning also arose). This difference 
of sense is a serious objection to the view that the two words 
are merely different formations from the same base, as in 
the pairs strong" strenge , wear! wierbe, etc., where the two 
forms agree in sense. The ultimate etymology has been 
discussed by Karsten, Mod. Lang. Notes, 1892, 345.3 

Common in OE. poetry, but found in no prose writing. In 
ME. poetry, not known in southern writers, but in the East- 
Midland Genesis fy Exodus, the West Midland A Hit. Poems , 
Gawain § Green Knight, Piers Plowman , and the metrical 
Destruction of Troy (all these except the first being alli- 
terative) ; it then appears in Spenser (by whom it was 
perhaps revived), occurs frequently in Shakspere, in 17th c. 
poets, and archaically in Shelley. By these later writers it 
was probably conceived of only as a peculiar poetical sense 
of Dear a . 1 , and there are uses in Shakspere evidently 
associated with both sense-groups, 
fl. Brave, bold, strenuous, hardy. Ohs. 

a 1000 Andreas 1310 (Gr.) Se halga wses to hofe laeded, deor 
and dom^eorn. — Caedmon's Satan 543 ©set wxs se 
deora, Didimus was haten. — Sal. # Sat. 387 For hwam 
nele mon..georne jewyrcan deores dryhtscipes. — Sea - 
man's Lament 41 Nis mon in his daedum to &es deor. 
Ibid. 76 Dearum dsedum. [c 1450 Golagros <$- Gaw . 1 . 9 
Dukis and digne lordis, douchty and deir.] 

2 . Hard, severe, heavy, grievous ; fell, dire. arch. 

Beowulf (Th.) 4186 Dior dmdfruma, a xooo Caedmon! s 
Daniel (Gr.) 372 Deor scur. a 1000 Sal. <§• Sat. 122 S wenga 
ne wyrna}> deorra dynta. Ibid. 361 Ne ma eg man foryldan 
|>one deoran sij?. c 1250 Gen. <$- Ex. 3742 He ben smiten 
in sorwes dere. c 1325 E. E. A Hit. P. B. 214 Dry3tyn 
with his dere dom hym drof to be abyme. c 1340 Gaw. <$* 
Gr. Knt. 564 Of destines derf & dere, What may mon do 
bot fonde. 1377 Langl. P. PI. B. xiv. 171 May no derth 
ben hem [riche men] dere, drouth, ne wete. c 1400 
Destr. Troy 920 With-droghe the deire of his dere attur. 
1590 Spenser F. Q. ii. v. 38 On him that did Pyrochles 
deare dismay. Ibid, n, xi. 34 To seize upon his foe . . 
Which now him turnd to disadvantage deare. 1593 Shaks. 
Kick. II, 1. iii. 15 x The datelesse limit of thy deere exile. 
4:1600 — Sonn. xxxvii, I, made lame by Fortunes dearest 
spight. 1607 — Timony. i. 231 What other meanes is left 
vnto vs In our deere perill. ^ 1607 Deloney Strange Hist. 
(1841) 14 But this their meriment did turne to deare annoy. 
4*1626 Middleton Mayor of Q. iv, ii, Here's no dear 
villainy. 1637^1 ilton Lycidas 6 Bitter constraint and sad 
■occasion dear Compels me to disturb your season due. x8xg 
Shelley Cenciv. iv. 32 Now I forget them at my dearest need, 
f 3 . Hard, difficult. Ohs. _ 

a 1225 Leg. Hath. 948 For nis him no derure for to 
adweschen feole }?en fewe. c 1230 Mali Meid. 21 Eauer se 
deore jffng se is derure to biwitene. 1340 Hampole Pr. 
Cause. 1469 Now eese us a thyng, now fele we it dere. 
Bear adv. F or forms see Dear a. 1 [OE. 
diore, deore — OHG. tiuro, MHG. tiure, turner, 
G. teuer\ in OE., through the reduction of the 
termination to e , not distinct in form from Dear a . 1 
in Anglian.] 

1 . At a high price ; at great cost ; usually with 
such verbs as buy, cost , pay, self etc. (See also 
Aby v Buy v. 3, Cost v. 2 b, etc.) 

a xooo Boeth. Metr. xxvi. 37 Diore ftecepte drihten Creca 
Troia burh. c xooo /Ei.fric Voc. in Wr.-Wulcker 130 Care 
nendidit, deore he hit bohte vel sealde. c xzoo Trm. Coll. 
Horn. 2x3 pe sullere loueS his ping dere and sei<$ pat it is wel 
wur <5 ofter betere. a 1225 Ancr. R. 392 Ure ltiue 
kostnede him so deorre. <7x374 Chaucer And. fy Arc. 
2x55 Ellas youre love I Me it ail to dere. . c 1400 Maundev. 
(Roxb.) viii. 29 It es salde wonder dere. c X440 Bone Flor. 
1479 Be god, he seyde, that boght me dere. 1574 tr * 
Littleton's Tenures 82 b, To have solde the. tenementes 
more deerer to some other. x6oo J.Pory tr. Led 's Africa 
n. 127 Each pretious. .thing, though it costeth deere, yet if 
it ■ be beautifull it . . be good cheape. 1677 Yarranton Eng. 
hnprov. 7 The. people there [Holland] pay great Taxes, and 
eat dear. 1774 Goldsm. Nat. Hist. (1776) II. 350 Horses, . 
are sold extremely dear, 1822 Scott Pirate xix. That 
knowledge, which was to cost us both so dear. 1833 Hr. 
Martineau Cinnamon 4 P. vii. 124 It must do without 
.some articles, .or pay dear for them. 

2 . « Dearly adv. 2. (In quots 1601, 1606, perh. 
associated with Dear af) 

c 1314 Guy IFarw. (A.) X52 perl him loued swipe dere, 
Ouer at oper pat per were, c 1400 Destr. Troy 583 If destyny 
me demys, hit is dere weleum. a 1400-50' Alexander 5143 
All was done as scho domed & he hire dere thankis. 2485 
Caxton Chas.GL 30 He was by loued & dere reputed of 

euery body. ' 1548 9 i Mar.) Bk. Com , Prayer 127 Through 

thy most dere beloued sonne. 2592 Shaks. Rom. & ful *1, 
hi. 66 Is Rosaline that, thou didst lone so deare So soone 
forsaken ? x6ox — * ful C. in, 1. 196 Shall it not greeue thee 
deerer then thy death. x6o6 Sylvester Du Barf as 11, iv* 
'248 Let that All-PowerfuU dear-drad Prince descend. 
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1807 Byron Ho. Idleness, ToE.N. Longgg The dear-loved 
peaceful seat. 

Bear v. [f. Dear ad] 

1 1 . trans. To make dear or expensive ; to raise 
the price of. Sc. Ohs. rare . 

1424 Sc. Acts fas. I (1814) 7 (Jam.) That na vittalis.. 
be deryt apon our lorde the kyngis men in ony place. 14. . 
Chalmerlan Ayr in Sc. Stat. I. 700/2 pai deir pe kingis 
mercate and pe cuntre of eggis hying. 146a Edinb . Rec. 
(1870) 7 Oct. (Jam. Supp.), That na neichtbour tak in hand 
to by the saidis victualis or tymmer to regrait and deir 
agane upoun the nychfcbouris. 
t 2 . To endear. Ohs. rare. 

1603 J. Davies Microcosmos Wks. (1876) 64 (D.) He is his 
Sire, in nature dear’d. 

3 . To address (a person) as ‘dear’; so to dear 
sir , dear cousin, nonce-use. 

x8x6 Scott A ntiq. v, I have no leisure to be Dear Sirring 
myself. Ibid, xli, He dears me too, you see. _ 1829 Marry at 
F. Mildmay xxiv, Don’t dear me. Sir Hurricane, I am not 
one of your dears. 1875 Tennyson Q. Mary ni. iv, Their 
two graces Do so dear-cousin and royal-cousin him. 

Dear, obs. form of Deer, Dere. 

Dearborn (dl®*abzun). U.S. [From the name 
of the inventor.] A vehicle, a kind of light four- 
wheeled wagon used in country districts in parts 
of the United States. 

1841 Gatlin N. Amer. Ind. (1844) II. xlv. 81 He had pur- 
chased at St. Louis a very comfortable dearborn waggon. 
1844 Blackw. Mag. LVI. 641, I resolved to leave my gig at 
New Orleans, procuring in its stead a sort of dearborn or 
railed cart. i88x Harper's Mag. 181 The country people 
bring their produce to town in carts, dearborns, and market- 
wagons. 

Bea'r-boiVgllt, a. [Dear adv.] Bought at 
a high price, obtained at great cost. 

c 1384 Chaucer H. Fame in. 662 For that is dere boghte 
honour. 1562 J. Hey wood Prov. # Epigr. (1867) 31 Dere 
bought and far fet Are deinties for Ladies. 1591 Shaks. 
1 Hen, FI, 1. i. 252 Englatids deere bought Queen. ^ 17x9 
De Foe Crusoe (1840) I. xiv. 232 Dear-bought experience. 
18x3 Scott Rokeby m. xxii. Our dear-bought victory. 

f Dearch, derch, Sc.var. duergh , obs. f. Dwarf. 

c 1500 Kennedie in Flyting w. Dunbar 33 Dreid, dirtfast 
dearch. Ibid. 395 Duerch [v.r. derch] I sail ding the. 

Dear©, obs. f. Dare vp, Dear, Deer, Dere. 
Dearfe, var. of Derf Obs. 
t Beargenta*tion. Obs. rare.— 0 [f. L. dear- 

gentdre to plate with silver, f. de- (De- I. 3) + ar- 
gentum silver.] ‘ A laying over with silver * 
(Bailey, vol. II. 1727). 

tBea*ring. Obs.‘lnonce-wd. [f. DearjA 2 + ~ing 
(? for the sake of the rime).] Darling. 

x6ox J. Weever Mtrr. Martyrs B vii b, The seauenth not 
appearing. .Venus white doue, and Mars his onely dearing. 
t Bear joy. Obs. A familiar appellation for 
an Irishman. 

x688 Vox Cleri pro Rege 47 It seems his Power is absolute, 
but, not arbitrary, which is, like a Dear-Toy’s Witticism, a 
distinction without a difference. 1698 Farquhar Love 
Bottle v. iii, Oh my dear Roebuck ! — And faith is it you, 
dear joy. 1699 B. E. Diet. Cant. Crew , Dear foies. Irish- 
men. 17x0 Brit. Apollo II. Quarterly No. 3.7/2 A Dear Joy, 
by Shaint Patrick's Shoe-Buckle . . With Usquebaugh warm’d, 
Dearling, obs. form of Darling. 

Dearly (di*uli), adv. Forms: see Dear a .1 
[OE. deor l ice, — OS. diurlico, OHG. tiurUhho , f. 
OE. dior lie glorious, precious, OS. diurlic , OHG. 
tiurlih , f. Dear ad : see -ly 2.] 

T 1 . In a precious, worthy, or excellent manner ; 
worthily, choicely, finely, richly. Obs. 

a xooo Cynewulf Elene 1x59 (Z.) To hwam hio pa naeglas 
[i. e. of the cross] selost and deorlicost jedon meahte. c 1325 
E. E. AUit. P . A. 994 As derely deuysez pis ilk toun, In 
apocalyppez pe apostel Iohan. 1377 Langl. P. PI. B. xix. 2, 
I..di3te me derely & dede me to cherche. <7x400 Destr. 
Troy 3463 And double fest pat day derely was holdyn. 
With all pe reuell & riolte pat Renkes couthe deuise. 1483 
Caxton G. de la Tour H j b, The lady, .made him [Mosesj 
to be nouryshed in her wardrobe more derely. 1606 Shaks. 
Tr. <5* Cr. m. iii. 96 Man, how dearely euer parted, .Cannot 
make boast to haue that which he hath, .but by reflection. 

2 , As one who is held dear; with feelings of 
tender affection ; affectionately, fondly. (Now 
used only with the vb. love or its equivalents.) 

jrxzos Lay. 18896 pae mremite gon to weopen, deorliche be 
hine custe. <7x350 Will. Paleme 4374 Ne to hire do no 
duresse, as pou me derli louest. 1488 Caxton Chast. Goddes 
Chyld. 14 Loth she is to forgoo her chylde the whiche she 
derely louvth. . X570 T. Norton tr. NozveTs Catech, (1853) 
132 The dearlier that any man is beloved of God. xGxx 
Tourneur A th. Trag. n. iv, So deerely pittifull that ere the 

S )ore Could aske his charity with dry eyes he gaue ’em 
eliefe wi’ teares. 1650 W. Brough Sacr. Princ. ufisp 1 ) 42 
All whom Thou hast made more nearly and dearly mine. 
1789 Mrs. Piozzi fourn. France I. 6 Poor Dr. James. . 
loved profligate conversation dearly. 1856 Emerson Eng. 
Traits, Manners Wks. (Bohn) II. 48 Bom in a harsh and 
wet climate, .be dearly loves his house. 

b. with ppl. adj. ; often hyphened as in 4. 

1526-34 Tindalk Rom. xii. 19 Derly beloued, avenge not 
youre selves. 1625 Milton Death Fair Infant iv. His 
dearly-loved mate. 1838 Dickens O. Twist II. xii. 200 
Dearly-attached companion. 2878 Q. Victoria Let. in 
Land. Gas. 27 Dec., To call away from this world her 
dearly-beloved daughter, the Princess Alice, 
f 3 . With reference to other feelings than love 
or affection; a. From the heart, heartily, ear- 
nestly. Obs. 


a 13x0 in Wright Lyric P. xxxlx, Drynke to hym deorly 
of fol god bous. c 1340 Gaw. <§• Gr. Knt . 1031 He . .derely 
hym ponkkez. _ a 1400-50 Alexander 2352 A doctottr, ane 
Domystyne );ai derely beseke To consaile palm. 2485 Cax- 
ton Paris <5* V. 24 Prayed hir moche derly that she shold 
not open it. 1606 Shaks. Tr. 4* Cr. iv. v. x8 Most deerely 
welcome to the Greekes, sweete Lady. 

f b. Carefully. Obs. 

c i 400 Maundev. (1839) x. 212 The Sarrazines kepen that 
place fulle derely. 

t e. Deeply, keenly. Obs. Cf. Dear cr. 2 

1590 Shaks. Com. Err. n. ii. 132 How deerely would it 
touch thee to the quicke Shouldst thou but heare I were 
licencious. x6oo — A. Y. L. 1. iii. 35 My father hated his 
father dearly. 1602 — Ha?n. iv. iii. 43 We deerely greeue 
For that which thou hast done. 

4 . At a high price ; at great cost ; = Dear adv. 1. 
Now usually fig. When modifying an adj*. used 
attributively it is usually hyphened, as ‘ a dearly- 
bought advantage*. 

<7 1489 Caxton Sonnes of Ay mon xx. 454 For suche dyde 
folowe. .that payd derely for it. a *533 Ld. Berners Huon 
xciv. 305 He shal derely abye it, 1550 Crowley Epigr. 
1324 Suche maner stones as are most clearlye solde. 1568 
CJrafton Chron, II. 264 Such hurtes and dammages. .should 
be deerely revenged. 1671 Milton Samson 1660 Oh 
dearly-bought revenge, yet glorious [ 1797 G. Colman Br. 
Grins, Lodgings for Single Gent. 1 , Some [lodgings] are 
good and let dearly. 1848 Macaulay Hist. Eng. 1 . 6xx The 
Mendip miners stood bravely to their arms, and sold their 
lives dearly. 1856 Kane A ret. Expl. II. xxiv, 237 All the 
dearly-earned documents of the expedition. 

f Bea*rly, a . Obs. [OE. had diorlic illus- 
trious, splendid, brave : but the later examples are 
app. nonce-formations from Dear ad + -ly k] 
Dear. 

Beowulf (Th.) 1174 Swa deorlice dmd. a 1300 Cursor M. 
3700 (Cott.) Bot hend and hais es als i tru Mi dereli suns 
child esau \_F. my derly sone hit ys esaw, G.jfr Tr. dere 
son]. x8 . . Ballad, * famie Douglas * vi. in Child Ballads 
vn. cciv. 98 ft She was a dearly nurse to me. 

f Dea*rm, v. Obs. rare — °, [ad, L. dearmdre 
to disarm : see De- I. 5.] * To disarm ’ (Bailey, 
vol. II. 1727). 

Deamfe, -ful, -ly : see Dern, -ful, -ly. 

Bearn, obs. form of Darn v. 

Dearness (di®unes). [f. Dear ad + -ness.] 

1 , The quality of being dear; a. of being held 
in esteem and affection ; hence b. Intimacy, mutual 
affection ; c. Affection, fondness. 

c 1320 Seuyn Sag. (W.) 3144 Dame, said the erl ful sone, 
F or grete derenes es y t done, a 1440 Sir Eglam., MS. Lin- 
coln A. i. 17 f. 138 (Halliw.) With the erle es he lent In 
derenes nyghte and daye. 1599 Shaks. Much Ado in. ii. 
xox, I thinke, he holds you well, and in dearenesse of heait. 
1624 Bedell Lett. i. 40 Neither soothing vntruth for the 
dearnesse of your person, nor breaking charitie. 1656 Jer. 
Taylor in Evelyn's Mem . (1857)^ III. 72, I am, in great 
heartiness and dearness of affection . . your . . most affec- 
tionate friend, a 1715 Burnet Own Time (1766) II. 185 The 
dearness that was between them, was now turned . . to a most 
violent enmity. 1842 Tennyson Locksley Hall 91 The child 
too clothes the father with a dearness not his due. 2871 T. 
Erskine Spirit. Order (187 6) 20 The nearness and dearness 
of my relation to Him. 

t b. coJicr. An expression or token of affection. 

1641 Milton Ch. Govt. vi. (1851) 132 All the duties and 
dearnesses which ye owe to God. 1721 Strype Eccl. Mem, 
I. ii. 26 The peace between the two kings, whatever mutual 
dearnesses there had appeared, was but short. 

2 . The quality of being dear in price ; expensive- 
ness, costliness. 

1530 Palsgr. 213/x Derenesse, chierti. 2599 Hakluyt 
Voy. III. 269 (R.) The want of wood and deerenesse thereof 
in England. 1631 Gouge God's A rrows ii. § 26. 171 Scarcity 
and dearenesse of come. 1699 Bentley Phal Pref. 63 The 
dearness of Paper, and the want of good Types. 1796 
Morse Amer, Geog. I. 258 The impracticability of success, 
arising from scarcity of hands, dearness of labour. 1891 
Leeds Mercury 28 May 4/5 The withdrawal of the Trea- 
sury bills . . was due solely to the temporary dearness of 
money. 

t Be-arre*st, v. Obs. rare- 1 . [De- II. 1.] 
To release from arrest ; =Dis arrest. 

1791 J. Brf.e Cursory Sketch 231 A -ship dearrested or 
released by order of Council. 

De-arsenieize : see De- II. 1. 

Be artb. (d 5 i> ) , sb. Forms; 3-4 derpe, (4 cLierpe ), 
4-5 derthe, 4-6 (7 Sc.) derth., 6 darth, deerth, 
6- dearth. [ME. derpe, not recorded in OK 
(where the expected form would be dlerthi, dierS, 
dyrd : cf. 14th c dzerfe in Ayenb.) ; but corresp. 
formally to ON. dyrd with sense ‘ glory 1 , OS. 
diurifta, OHG. tiurida, MHG. tiler de, MG, ttlrde 
glory, honour, value,: costliness ; ; abstr. sb. f. WGer; 
diuri, OE. diere, deore, Dear ad ; see -TH. 

The form . derke in Gen. $ Exod. (bis) and Promf. Pare, 
seems to be a scribal error .for derpe, derbe ; butits repeated 
occurrence is remarkable.] 

f 1 . Glory, splendour. Obs. rare. [ = ON. dyBS.] 

c 1325 E. E. A Hit. P. A. 99 pe derjw j?erof for ' to ■ deuyse 
Nis no wy3 worJ?e that tonge berez. 

; T 2 . Dearness, costliness, high price. Obs. 

(This sense, though etymologically the source of those that 
follow, is not exemplified very early, and not frequent. 
In some of the following instances it is doubtful) ■ 

[1480 Caxton Chron. Eng. cii. 82 Ther felle grete derth 
and scarsyte of come and' other vy tallies in that land.. 2596 
Bp., Barlow Three Sernu L 5 Dearth 'is 'that, when '"all 
those things which belong: to' the life 'of man - . are rated at 


DEATH. 


DEARTH. 

a high price.) 163a in Cramond Ann. Banff (1891) I. 67 
Compleming of. .the dearthe of the pryce thairof. 1644 R» 
Baillie Lett. $ Jrnls. (1841) II. 175* I cannot help the ex- 
traordinarie dearth: they say the great soume the author 
putts on his copie, is the cause of it 1793 Bentham Emanc, 
Colonies Wks. 1843 IV. 413 When an article is dear, it is . . 
made so by freedom or by force. Dearth which is natural 
is a misfortune : dearth which is created is a grievance. 
fig, 1602 Shaks. Ham. v. ii. 123 His infusion of such 
dearth and rareness. 

3. A condition in which food is scarce and dear ; 
often, in earlier use, a time of scarcity with its ac- 
companying privations, a famine; now mostly re- 
stricted to the condition, as in time of dearth. 

c tz&o Gen. $ Ex. 2237 Wex derke [?derf>e], Sis coren is 
gon. Ibid. 2345. a 1300 Cursor M. 4700 (Cott.) Sua bigan 
f?e derth to grete. 0x400 Maundev. {Roxb.) vi. 20 If any 
derth com in pe cuntree {quant il fait ckier temps}. c 1440 
Promp. Parv. 1x9 Derthe (P. or derke), cariscia. 1526 Tin- 
dale Luke xv. 14 There rose a greate derth thorow out all 
that same londe. 1552 Bk. Com. Prayer , Litany , In the 

g me of dearth and famine. 1590 Spenser F. Q. i. ii. 27 
ainty they say maketh derth. 1606 Shaks. Ant. fy Cl 
n, vii. 22 They know . . If dearth Or Foizon follow. 2625 
Bacon Ess. Seditions (Arb.) 403 The Causes and Motiues 
of Seditions are .. Dearths : Disbanded Souldiers.^ a 1687 
Petty Pol. Arith . (16901 80 The same causes which make 
Dearth in one place do often cause plenty in another. 2781 
Gibbon Decl. <$• F. III. Ii. 2x7 The fertility of Egypt sup- 
plied the dearth of Arabia. 1842 W. Spalding Italy fy It. 
1 st. I. 361 Augustus, in a dearth, gave freedom to twenty 
thousand slaves. 2848 Mill Pol Econ. (1857) D. IV * a 7 ° 
In modern times, therefore, there is only dearth, where there 
formerly would have been famine, 
to. of (f for) corn, victuals „ etc. 
c 1400 Maundev, (Roxb.) vi. 23 J>er falles oft sithes grete 
derth of come [chier temps}. 2538 Starkey England 11. i. 
174 The darth of al such thyngys as for fode ys necessary. 
2556 Ckron. Gr. Friars (Camden) 33 This yere [1527! was 
a gret derth in London for brede. Ibid. 45 This yere was 
agret derth forwode and colies. 2720 Gay Poems (1745) 
I. 139 At the dearth of coals the poor repine, 2722 Swift 
Let. fr. Lady cone. Bank Wks. (1841) 1 1 . 67 The South- 
Sea had occasioned such a dearth of money in the kingdom. 
4s. fig. and transfi Scarcity of anything, material 
or immaterial ; scanty supply; practical deficiency, 
want or lack of a quality, etc. 

1340 Ayenb. 2 56 J>e meste dierpe h et is aboute ham Is of 
zojmesse an of trewj>e. c 1386 Chaucer Pars. T. r 340 Pre- 
cious clothyng is cowpable for the derthe of it. ct 477 
Caxton Jason 42 b, Ther is no grete derthe ne scarcete of 
women. 1596 Drayton Legends iv. 45 A time when never 
lesse the Dearth Of happie Wits. 1667 Drydkn Ess, Dram . 
Poesie Wks. 1725 I. 55 That dearth 01 plot and narrowness 
of Imagination, which may be observed in all their Plays. 
1672 C. Hatton in Hatton Corr. (1878' 60 The absence of 
y« Court occasions a great dirth of news here. 2754 Richard- 
son Grandison IV. xvii. 130 We live in an age in which 
there is a great dearth of good men. 1815 Wordsw. White 
Doe n. 8 Her last companion in a dearth Of love, 1875 
J. Curtis Hist. Eng. 151 The great pestilence of 1349 led to 
such a dearth of labourers. 

t Beartll, v. Obs. [f. prec. sb.] trans. To 
make dear in price ; to cause or produce a scarcity 
of or in anything ; to beggar. 

cz 440 Promp . Parv. 119 Derthyn or make dere, carisco, 
carioro. 2594 Zepheria ii. in Arb. Garner V. 66 Thy 
Worth hath aearthed his Words, for thy true praise 1 2743 
in Cramond Ann. Banff (iZqx) 1 , 153 Thomas Murray having 
dearthed the flesh Mercat by buying up some pork. 

Hence + Dea*rthing vbl, sb. and ppl. a. 
a 1572 Knox Hist. Ref. Wks, 1846 I. 404 To susteane 
thowsandis of strangeris,. to the derthing of all viweris 
[srvivres]. 2593 Nashe Christ’s T. (1613) 64 This huge 
word-dearthing taske. 

i Bea'rtker. Obs. [f. Dearth v. + ~er.] One 
wbo causes a dearth or scarcity in commodities. 

2622 Malynes A no. Law- Merck. 445 Against Forestalled, 
Regraters, and dearthers of come and victualls. 2708 
J. Chamberlayne St. Gt. Brit. ir. 11. vi. (1743) 389 Punish- 
ing forestallers, regraters, and dearthers of corn, 
t DeaTthfal. Obs. nonce-wd. [f. Dearth sb. 
+ -pul.] Costly, expensive* 

2786 Burns Sc. Drink xvi, It sets you ill, Wi’ bitter, 
dearthfu’ wines to mell, Of foreign gill, 
t Be-artrcnlate, a. Obs. [Cf. next, and Ar- 
ticulate a,] Divided by joints ; freely articulated. 
Also De-arti cnlated a. 

*650 Bulwer Anihropomet. vii. 87 His Ears not too big 
nqr too little, well engraved, de-articulate. 16x5 Crooke 
Body of Man v. (x6x6j 286 It hath bin observed that the 
gemture yssuing from a woman . .hath bin dearticulated. 

Be:-articula*tion. Anat, [ad, med.L. de- 
ar ticulatio, used to translate Stapdpoocrts in Aristotle 
and Galen,] a. Division by joints ; b. f Articu- 
lation admitting of movement in several directions; 
« Diarthrosis ' (Syd. Soc. Lex.); c. Distinct arti- 
culation (of the voice). 

1625 Crooke Body of Man 333 A dearticulation of the 
parts. ^ 1634 T. Johnson Parey's Ckirurg. vi. xlii. (1678 165 
De-articulation is a composition of the bones with a manifest 
and visible motion. 2650 Bulwer A nthropomet. 144 There 
would be much of the voice lost in dearticulation. 2651 
Biggs New Disp. f 98 The dearticulation of the operations 
of nature. 

t Be I actuate, V- Obs. rare . [f. L. deartudre , 

i. arfm joint, member ; see De- I. 6.] trans. 
To dismember. So t Deartuation, dismember- 
ment. 

2623 Cockeram, Deartuate, 2653 Gataker Find. Annot 
Jfr.x 75 Framing a very maimed and mangled dismembra- 
tion and deartuation. .of it. 


7 2 

t Bea'rworti., derworth, a. Obs. Forms : 
I ddorwurpe, dyrwurpe, 2 derwiirtSe, der - 
wur^, dierewurd, 2-3 deor-, deore-, dere- 
wm'Se, 3 durewur^e, 3-5 dere-, derworpe, 
derworp, -worth, 4 derwurp, direwerpe, 4-5 
darworth., 5 derwurthe, dirworthe, dyrworth, 
derwarde, 4-6 dere worth, 6 dearworth. [OE. 
deor-, dyrwnrfie, app. f. dieru, ddoni Dear sb . 1 + 
wyfie worthy.] 

1. Worthy of high estimation, highly valuable, 
precious, costly. 

c 888 K. Alfred Booth, x. 28 Dmt is git deorwyrJ>re Sonne 
monnes lif. 972 Blickl. Horn. 32 ge on S 0 ^ S®., on ^ e 5 t r " 
wyrjmtn hrasglum, c 1000 Ags. Gosp. Matt. xiu. 46 He 
funde pact an deorwyrSe [c 2x60 Hatton derwuroe] meregrot. 
c 1x75 Lamb, Horn, 19 He . . alesde us. .mid his derewuroe 
flesse and mid his blode. c 2200 Trin. Coll. Horn. 145. bhe 
nam ane box . , and bine fulde mid derewuroe smeneles. 
a x 3 oo Ten Command m. 1 in E. E. P. '1862) 15 l>i derworj? 
blode pat f?ou schaddistfor manky n. c 2374 Chaucer Booth. 
11. iv. 41 pat pei ne ben more derworpe to pe pen pme owen 
lijf. c 1400 Lanf rands Cirurg. 26 bat pat is wipynne pe 
arterye is ful derwarde & nedij* gret kepynge. c 1422 Hoc- 
cleve Learn to Die 448 Of satisfaccioun the leeste deede 
Right dereworthe were it in this neede. 

2 . Worthy, honourable, noble, glorious. 

c 2175 Lamb. Horn. 79 pet he alihte . . from derewurS 
wuninge. <22175 Cott. Horn. 231 Se hlaford into par Halle 
come mid his dierewurd geferede. 2340-70 Alex. «$• Dznd. 
243 Whan dereworpe dindimus pe enditinge^ hurde. a 2400- 
50 Alexander 2679 Now dose him fra Darius, a dereworth 
[v.r. darworth) prince, c 1420 Avow . Artk. xxii, Bidus me 
Sir Gauan, Is derwurthe on dese l 

3 . Of persons : Dearly esteemed, dear, beloved. 

<2x225 Ancr. R. 2 Louerd 1 seiS Godes Spu.se to hire 

deorewurfte Spus. 1382 Wyclif 2 Cor. vii. x Moost dere- 
worthe britheren. c 2400 Sotudone Bab. 15x2 My fader so 
dereworth and der. c 1422 Hoccleve Learn to Die 498 Of 
alle freendes thow, the derwortheste. 2557 TottelVs Misc. 
(Arb.) 1 17 A dearworth dame. 

t Be a*r worthily, adv. Obs. [f. Dear worthy 
+ -ly 2 .] Worthily, honourably; preciously, 
richly ; affectionately. 

a 1300 Cursor M. 23669 (Gfltt.) Ful derworthili his lauerd 
he gret. ? a 1400 Morte A rth . 3252 A duches dere-worthily 
dyghte in dyaperde wedis. c 14x0 Love Bonavent. Mirr iv. 
(Gibbs MS. >, tSche] roos uppe and clypped hire derworthyly 
Led. 2530 worthily) and tenderly. Ibid, xiv, Sche . . clypp- 
ynge hym derworthyly [v.r. derworthely; ed. 1530 lou- 
yngely] in hyre armes. 

t Bea-rwortbiness. Obs. [f. as prec, + 
-ness. OE. had dJorwyrfines.] Preciousness, 
worthiness, valuableness ; pi. (in OE.), valuables, 
treasures. 

[c 888 K. ASlfred Booth, vii. § 4 Mid golde, mid seolfre, 

xe mid eallum deorwyrfmessum. ) c 2325 Metr. Horn, xx 
Than e$ the gret derworthines Of precheours that bers 
witnes. Ibid. 73 Wit lovely worde and dereworthy nes. 
t Bea*rworthly, adv. Obs. In 3-4 -liehe, 
4 -lye, -II, -ly, (derwurly). [Early ME. f. Dear- 
worth a. + -liehe, -ly 2,] = Dearworthily. 

c 2205 Lay. 15251 Twa hundred cmhten, .pe sculen biwiten 
pene king, durewurSliche purh alle ping, a 1225 A tu r. R. 
4x0 peas beon deoruwurSliche i-wust. a 2300 Cursor M. 
5322 (Cott.) He, . mensked him derworthli [v.rr. derewor thl y, 
-worpely). 0x320 R. Brunne Medit. x8o How derwurly, 
afore hys ende, A derwurp tjyfte he wulde with pe lete. 
c 1325 Metr. Horn. 84 Wei birs us blU the derworthelye. 
2413 Lyimt. Pilgr. Semle 11, lxiit. <18591 59 Thou . . keptest 
me ful derworthly, that I went nought from the. 

f Bea*rwortliy, derwortky, a. Obs. [A 
ME. formation from Dearworth, with assimila- 
tion of the second element to Worthy.] ■* Dear- 
worth. 

a 2300 Cursor M. 4731 (Cott.) Ml stiward Joseph al fades 
me, For darworthi par-til es he. c 2374 Chaucer Booth* 
n. 1. 31 Is present fortune derworpi to pe, 2424 Brampton 
Pettit. Ps. vii. Helde no^t thi wretthe on my frea!nes«e,Thi 
derworthi childeryn whan thou schalt blesse. c 2430 Hymns 
Virg. (1867) 52 pe derworpiest oile pat euere was. ^2485 
Dtgby Myst. (288a) m. xo8o 0 , pou dere worthy emperowere J 

Be ary, -rie (dl^*ri), sb. and a. Also 7-8 dearee. 
[f. Dear aP + -is, -y <] Diminutive of dear. 

A. sb. A little dear ; a darling : a familiar term 
of amatory and conjugal endearment. 

2682 Otway Soldier's Fort, in, i, Lose thee, poor Love, 
poor Dearee, poor Baby. 2705 Vanbrugh Confed. v. ii. 301 
[To their husbands) Bye, dearies ! 1739 R. Bull tr. Dede* 

kindus' Grobianus 151 You'll be her Love, her Dearee, what 
you will 2705 Wolcott (P. Pindar) Pindar iana Wks. 
1812 IV. He hugs and kisses his old Deary, 2870 
Dickens E. Drood i, Here's another ready for ye, deary, 
1890 W. A. Wallace Only a Sister ! 88 A Mapleton in love 
is a Mapleton still, for all your pretty ways, dearie. 

B. adj. dial. See quots. 

2692 Ray N. C. Words , Deary, little. 2828 Craven Dial., 
Deary , an adjunct to little and equivalent to very ; * This is 
a deary little bit*. 1877 N. W. Line. Gloss. s.v., ‘ I never 
seed such deary little apples in all my life,* 2888 El- 
worthy W. Somerset Word-bk. s.v., * There is a deary little 
gibby lamb. * 

O. inter]. Deary me f an extension of Dear me l 
usually more sorrowful in its tone. 

2785 Hutton Bran New Wark 343 (E. D. S.) Deary me 1 
deary me 1 forgive me good Sir. Til steal naa maar 
My mother, my brothers and sisters, and ■ my aid. neam, 
0 deary me S 2815 Jan® Taylor Display xi. (ed. a) 
132 * Deary me 1 * said she. 2833 Marry at P. Simple i, 
O deary me 1 he must have lost a mint of money. 
Deas(e, deasse, obs, forms of Dais. 


II Beasil, deiseal (tlye-Jol, de-sol), adv., sb. 
[Gaelic deiseil {deiseal, deasal) adj. and adv., right- 
handwise, turned toward the right, dextrorsum , f. 
deas right hand, south, in OIr. dess, des , Welsh 
dchau, cognate with Lat. dex-ter, Gr. 6e£-ibs. 
(The meaning of the latter part is unknown.)] 
Rightkandwise, towards the right ; motion with 
continuous turning to the right, as in going round 
an object with the right hand towards it, or in the 
same direction as the hands of a clock, or the^ap- 
parent course of the sun (a practice held auspicious 
by the Celts). 

2771 Pennant Tour Scotl. in 2769, 309 (Jam. s v. Widder • 
sinnis) At marriages and baptisms they make a procession 
round the church, Deasoil, i.e., sun ways. 1774-5 -3- Tour 
Scotl. in 1772, II. 15 (Jam.) The unhappy lunatics are 
brought here by their friends, who first perform the cere- 
mony of the Deasil thrice round a neighbouring cairn. 
2794 Statist, Ace. Perthshire XI. 6at (Tam.) If a person’s 
meat or drink were to., come against his breath, they in- 
stantly cry out, Deisheal 1 which is an ejaculation praying 
that it may go the right way. 2824 Scott Wav, xxiv, The 
surgeon, .perambulated his couch three times, moving from 
east to west, according to the course of the sun, .which was 
called making the deasil 187s Lubbock Orig. Civjliz, vi. 
300 There was a sacred stone in Jura round which the 
people used to move ‘deasil i. e, sunwise. 

De-aspirate, -ation, -ator: see De- II. 1, 
Beath (de]?). F onus : ' a. 1 -4 d<§aj>, 2 da]?, 
diep, 2-3 deep, 2-4 de}?, 3 death, dia|>, diath, 
dip, 4 de©}>, dyap, dyea}>, 4-5 deythe, 4-6 
deth, defche, 5 deeth, 6 Sc. deith, 6- death. 
Also 0 . 3 dead, dmd, 3 6 dod, dede, (4 dedd, 
did), 4-5 (6-8 Sc.) deed, 5 6 deyd, 6 9 (chiefly 
Sc.) dead, 4-9 Se. deid . [A Common Teul. sli. ; 
OE. diet} ~ OFris. diith, dad (WFris. dead , OS. 
dSS, did (MDu. and MEG. dbt[d - ), Thhtfmi), OHG. 
tSd, MUG. tot (Ger. led), ON. orig. dattdr, usually 
dated i (Sw., Da. dod), Goth. dtw}us, an OTeut. 
deriv. in -}u-& { « I,, -iu-s) of tire verbal stem date* 
(pre-Teut. type dhau whence ON. 
deyja to Die. (Cf. also Dead.) Of the MIC form 
ded, dede , usual in the northern dial, (but not 
confined to it), Sc. 4- deid (did), also spelt 6- 
dead, the history is not quite clear;, the final cl 
agrees with Sw. and Da., and suggests Norse in- 
fluence, but the vowel regularly represents OE. /a ; 
cf. Sc. breid, held , stcid (hi id, etc,).] 

I. 1 , The act or fact of dying ; the end of life ; the 
final cessation of the vital functions of an animal 
or plai t a. of an individual, 

972 Blickl. Horn, yx He mid his cost tinge tire cewtung* 
cforswikk*, and muf his dea|?e time deap. . riago Old 
Kentish Ser/n. in O. E, Misc, 36 Non ne wot jmne dai of 
his diaj?e. a 2300 AT Horn 58 So fele mhten y}m Bringe 
hem bre to dike, e 2449 Pkcock Re fir. 376 'The worn men. . 
whiche after hir husbondis deeth ti wolden . . Syne chaast, 
2590 Shake, Mtds. N. v, i an Hie death of a clcare friend. 
2667 Milton P, L, tx, 83a With him all deaths 1 could 
endure, without him live no life 2887 j. A, Mamjjtph in 
Diet. Nat, Biog. IX. 370/a He bore the tear to his death, 

0 . ctm 05 Lay. 8494-0 Herkal , . nweor, J»*st Etieltn i tmn 
diet Daed sculde holien. Euelm wes mim For me 

him dead J>»*ha*nte. a 2300 Cursor M. 905 putt »S 

be slan wit Cubit dedd, C2400 Maunuxv. i.Ro*b,» Pr«f» x 
He wakl, .suffer hard {Mtsstoun and deck. € X450 St. Cmth* 
hurt (Surtees) 957^ Sho saw hir deed seated were at handle. 
2533 Gau Rkht Fay riESSi 23 Sayand to »m oder god giff 
the ane ewil deid. *570 Buchanan Am Admmitimm 
Wks, 23 To revenge his faderis deid. ■ a *605 'Mmrmmm » 
Misc. Poems xxii. 41 Then wer I out of dout of deed, 
b. in the abstract, 

c888 K. /Etvmo Booth, yt ii. 26 Se deaf* hit huni afirrefr, 
* xaoo Moral Ode xcvi.i in A’. E. P. i*8hai 98 liieft cunt in 
pis middenerd j»urh ealdedeofiesonde, . 1 2340 Cursor M, 
835 (Trin, ) Fro pat tynie fu» ml coom def> to man. . 23^8 Tr®- 
visa Barm. De P.R. vi. ii. I *495) 187 Deth is cal lyd tmmJor it 
h bitter. ^1583 Harsnft Serm. Each. < rS Here are 
no two things so opposite tm life am! Death. %$$f M n,nm 
P.;L, 1, 3 The Fruit Of that Forbidden Tree, whose mortal 
taut Brought t Death imd tlie World, ■ *789 CowwBfi Lett, m 
Jan., Death is either the. most formidable, or. the most com* 
fortabie thing' we have in .prospect, *$*9 Sl«u:.¥ Em 
Homo iv. (ed. 8) 35 The Greek did not believe death to 1 * 
annihilation, . 

0 , 1*2300 Cursor M. 20841 (Gatt.) fw. lijf, ne dede, m 
wele*ne wa, Mai newer turn mi hen }« fra. , imoHamkili 
Pr. Com iw. 2666 Ded e» |*e mast. died tiling pat «i, *375 
Barbour ■ Bruce .t afio Thryklo-me is welll war than dthl 
0x4m Sir A mttdm. (Weber). 159 Then corn deyd ... And 
partyd my dere, husbotid and me, ■ 2^3 Gau Rkht Fay 
(2888)45 As S» Fan! sate,. Deid is swont threw wictore. 

c* as a personified agerst. (Usually figured as 
a skeleton 5 see also DrathVhicaX),) 

97 * m iw Cursor M. 28 * 16 (Cott.) To ded I 

f qunr « J»* stang T . 2504 Busy Wids * Camden - 1. 5 A bkk 
clothe steynyd w 4 an image of deth* *596 Shaks, Mirth, V* 
IL vii, 63, O hell ^ what haoe we here! A carrion death, 
■within whose emptie eye 1‘hcrc in a written wer ,ul*r. 2667 
Milton . jP. L. xi. 490 Over them, triumphant Heath hit. 
Dart Shook; but demid to strike, 2839 Dnwor, Reaper 4* 
Flowers i, There k a Reaper, whtne name D I 1874 

T. Fowlrr in' Pr§c , 'Soc, Amiif, 19 Feb, 143 A figure.. of' 
Death, represented as a skeleton with mattoi k anti spade, 
% The state of being dead ; the stare or con- 
dition of being without life, animation, or activity. 

a worn Andreas 583 (Gr.) He.. m«-» of cknikf wow 
awehte. c * 175 Lamb. I lorn. 9* (Vint liras of cIcjAl 
e r*jy> Goh. $ Lx, a6$ Quan at man-kimle, .Sal l»a fro dede 
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to Hue bro3t. 1340 Ay mb. 7 Oure Ihord aros uram dyape 
to lyue. c 1450 St. Cuthbert (Surtees ) 871 Rays J?is bryd to 
lyfe fra deed. 1827 Pollok Course T. in. 1000 This wilder- 
ness of intellectual death. 1864 Tennyson En . Ard. 561 
One .. Lay lingering out a five-years’ death-in-life. Mod. 
His eyes were closed in death. 

If In preceding senses the death was frequent in 
Old and Middle English, and down to the 16 th c. 
See also 7 , 12 c, 13 ; To die the death : see Die. 

c888 K. Alfred Boeth. viii. 26 Se deap ne cymcS to nanum 
oSrum Jringum. CI175 Lamb. Horn. 109 J?e aide met him 
witan iwis )>one deS. a 1225 After. R. 52 pus eode sih< 5 e 
biuoren . . & com pe dea <5 per^ efter. 1340 Hampole Pr. 
Consc , 355 Of pe dede and whi it es to drede. a 1400 Relig. 
Pieces fr. Thornton MS. (1867) 3 When j?e dede has sun- 
dyrde oure bodyes and oure saules. c 1430 Syr Try am. 104 
Tylle thou be broght to the dedd. 1513 Douglas AEneis 
1. i. 54 Quhilk hed the deideschapk, a 1555 Latimer Serm. 

t Rem. (1845) 3 He . . rose again from the death. 1594. 

haks. Rich. Ill , i. ii. 179, I lay it [his breast] naked to 
the deadly stroke, And humbly begge the death. 1599 — 
Hen. V \ iv. i. 181 Where they teared the death, theyhaue 
borne life away. 

3. transf. The loss or cessation of life in a parti- 
cular part or tissue of a living being. 

1800 Med. Jrnl. III. 543 So great a torpor, as to produce 
4 the death or mortification of the parts ’. 1869 Huxley 

Physiol, i. 23 When death takes place, the body, as a whole, 
dies first, the death of the tissues not occurring until after 
a considerable interval. 

f 4. Loss of sensation or vitality, state of uncon- 
sciousness, swoon. Ohs. rare. (Cf. Dead a. 2 .) 

1596 Sir j. Smythe in Lett. Lit. Men (Camden) 97 It 
brought sodeyne death itself upon me for three quarters of 
an houre. 

5. Jig. The loss or want of spiritual life ; the 
being or becoming spiritually dead. The second 
death : the punishment or destruction of lost souls 
after physical death. 

c 1000 Ags. Gosp. John v. 24 Ic seege eow past se pe min 
word gehyrcS. .ferS fram deaoe to life, c 1175 Lamb. Horn. 
39 penne hugest pu here saule . . from pan ufele dea<5e. 
c 1200 Ormin 19052 piss lif niss nohht rihht nemmnedd lif 
Acc da;p itt ma^^ ben nemmnedd. £2325^?. E. A Hit. P. 
A. 651 [He] delyuered vus of pe deth secounde. 1382 
Wyclif Rev. xxi, 8 The pool brennynge with fijr and brun- 
ston, that is the secounde deeth. c 1400 Maundev. (Roxb.) 
Pref. 1 To by and delyuervs fra deed withouten end. 1483 
Caxton G. de la Tour D vj, The penile of the deth of helle. 
1534 Tindale Rom. viii. 6 To be carnally mynded, is deeth. 
1885 S. Cox Expositions I. xx, The want of this [eternal] 
life is eternal death, 

b. Loss or deprivation of civil life ; the fact or 
state of being cut off from society, or from certain 
rights and privileges, as by banishment, imprison- 
ment for life, etc. (Usually civil death.) 

1622 Fletcher Sp. Curate iv. i, This banishment is a kind 
of civil death. 1765 Blackstone Comm. 1 . 1. ii. 145 A disso- 
lution is the civil death of the parliament. 1767 Ibid. II. 
121 It may also determine by his civil death ; as if he enters 
into a monastery, whereby he is dead in law. 177a Fletcher 
Appeal Wks. 1795 I. 100 Does not the spirit of persecution 
..inflict at least academic death upon [them]? 1871 
Markby Elem. Lazv § 120 A sort of conventional death, or, 
as it is sometimes called, a civil death. 

C. Of a thing : Cessation of being, end, extinc- 
tion, destruction. 

14x3 Lydg. Pilgr. S ovule m. x. (1483) 56 And oure deth is 
withouten deth for it hath none ende. 2718 Watts Hymns 
Hi. xxiii, Our faith beholds the dying Lord, And (looms 
our sins to death. 2822 Shelley Boat on Serchio 29 From 
the lamp's death to the morning ray. 1884 W. C. Smith 
Kildrostan 48 Suspicion murders love, and from its death 
Come anguish and remorse. 

0. Bloodshed, slaughter, murder. 
a 1626 Bacon (J.), Not to suffer a man of death to live. 
2822 Shelley Hellas 431 The dew is foul with death. 
1883 Church & Brodribb tr. Lwyxxu. 1 L 118 Some were 
cut down by the foe as they rose covered with blood from 
the field of death. 

7. Cause or occasion of death, as in to be the death 
of; something that kills, or renders liable to death; 
poet, a deadly weapon, poison, etc. 

971 Blickl. Horn. 67 He cwmp, ‘ Eala deap, ic beo pin 
deap’. 1382 Wyclif 2 Kings iv. 40 Thei crieden oute, 
seyinge, Deth in the pott ! deth in the pott ! 2596 Shaks. 
x Hen. IP" , 11. i. 14 Poore fellow neuer ioy'd since the price 
of oats rose, it was the death of him. 1599 — Much Ado 
11, ii. 19 What life is in that, to be the death of this mar- 
riage ? 26.. Dryden (J.\ Swiftly flies The feather’d death, 
and hisses through the skies, 2704 Pope Windsor Tor. 132 
The clam’rous lapwings feel the leaden death. 2773 Goldsm. 
Stoops to Conq. 1, A school would be his death, 1842 Miall 
Nonconf. il. 49 These churchmen magistrates will be the 
death of, us, , . 2847 Tennyson Princ. vi. 260 You might mix 
his draught with death. 

c * 3*4 Guy Wane. (Ah 365 pou art mi liif, mi ded 
y-wis . . Y dye for pe loue of pe. c 2500 Melusine 26 He 
thenne pulled out of hys brest the piece of the swerd, and 
knew that it was hys dede, '2725 Ramsay Gent. Sheph. 11 , 
u, Her cheeks, her mouth, her een, Will be my dead. 
179a Burns A uld Rob Morris in, The wounds I must hide 
that will soon be my dead. Mod. Sc. You have been the 
deid o’ him. 

1 8. A general mortality caused by an epidemic 
; disease ; a. pestilence, ■ Ohs. ■ exc. ■ as' in b* 

[(•2358 Ed w. III. Let. to Pope Innocent VI in Hist. Lett. 
N. Registers (Rolls' 405 Quodara morbo incurabili in tibia, 
mala mors vulgariter nuncupatp, percussus.] e 1400 Knigh- 
ton Citron, iv. an. 1348, Scoti . . sumpserunt in juramen- 
tum. .sub hac forma quando jurare volebant, Per fmdam 
mortem Anglorum, anglice be the foul dethe of Engelond. 

Caxton j loser. Brit. 35 This was moche vsed to-for y 3 
grete deth [Trevisa 'pe furste moreynj*. 2480-90 Chron. 


Scots in Pinkerton Hist. Scot. I. App. 502 (an. 2482) Thar 
was ane gret hungyr and deid in Scotland. 2556 Chron. 
Gr. Friars (Camden) 29 Thys yere was a gret deth at the 
Menerys. 2577-87 Holinshed Chron. III. 962/1 In this 
yeare a great death of the pestilence reigned in London. 

b. Black Death, the name now commonly 
given to the Great Pestilence or visitation of the 
Oriental Plague, which devastated most countries of 
Europe near the middle of the 14th c., and caused 
great mortality in England in 1 348-9 ; sometimes 
also including the recurrences of the epidemic in 
1360 and 1379. 

The name 4 black death * is modern, and was app. intro- 
duced into English history hy Mrs. Penrose (Mrs. Markham) 
in 1823, and into medical literature by Babington’s transl. of 
Hecker’s Der Schwarze Tod in 2833. In earlier writers 
we find the pestilence , the plague , great pestilence , great 
death , or in distinction from later visitations the furste 
moreyn , the first pestilence ; Latin chroniclers have pest is, 
pestilentia., epidemia . mortalitas. The distinctive magna 
mortalitas , * great mortality ’ or 4 death and its equivalents, 
prevailed in many languages : Ger. das grosse sterben. 
LGer. de grote dot , Flem. degroete doet. Da. den store dbd 
or manddSth. Swed. (1402) store d&dhin . later stordffden , 
digerdbden (thick or frequent mortality), Norweg. (14th 
c.) manndaucli hinn tttikli ; cf. It. mortalega grande. F. 
la grande peste , etc. The epithet 4 black ’ is of uncertain 
origin, and not known to be contemporary anywhere. It 
is first found in Swedish and Danish 26th c. chroniclers 
(swarta dSdhen , den sorte dSd ). Hence, in German, Schlozer 
in 1773 used der schwarze Tod in reference to Iceland, and 
Sprengel in 2794 took it as a general appellation. From 
modern German the name has passed into Dutch (dezwaarte 
dood) and English, and has influenced B’reneh (la peste 
noire). The quots. 2758 and 2780 below are translations 
from Danish and Swedish through German, and refer not 
to the pestilence of 1348, which did not reach Iceland, but 
to a later visitation in 1402-3, known at the time as plagan 
mikli (the great plague), but called by modern Icelandic 
historians, from 27th c., svarti dautfi (black death). 

[c 2440 Walsingham Chron. Title of chap., De magna 
mortalitate in anglia, quae a modernis vocatur prima pesti- 
lentia. 2758 tr. Horrehow's Nat. Hist. Iceland in Gentl. 
Mag. XXVIII. 79 In the 24th century a disease called the 
Sorte db‘d, ox black death, destroyed almost all the inhabi- 
tants in the place [Iceland], 2780 tr. Lett, from Ihre(irj6) 
in Von Trolls Lett. Iceland 305 Schlozer divides the Ice- 
landic literature into three periods, .the golden period, from 
the introduction of Christianity to the close of the thirteenth 
[sic — should be fourteenth] century, when the black death 
or the great plague, .checked the progress of poetry. 1800 
Med. c jrnl. IV. 365 He [Cit. Papon] speaks of the plague. . 
in 1347, otherwise called the black plague.] 

1823 Mrs. Markham [Eliz, Penrose] Hist. Eng.xvvCx , Ed- 
ward’s successes in France were interrupted during the next 
six years by a most terrible pestilence — so terrible as to be 
called the black death. 2833 B. G. Babington [title) The 
Black Death in the Fourteenth Century. From the German 
of J. F. E. Hecker, M.D. 2874 Green Short Hist. v. § 4. 
an. 1349, The Black Death fell on the village almost as 
fiercely as on the town. 2885 Encycl. Brit. XIX. 264/2 s.v. 
Plague , The mortality of the black death was. .enormous. 
It is estimated in various parts of Europe at two-thirds or 
three-fourths of the population in the first pestilence, in 
England even higher. 2893 F. A. Gasquet (title) The 
Great Pestilence (a.d. 1348-9), now commonly known as the 
Black Death. 

f 9 . Hunting. A blast sounded at the death of 
the game ; = Mort. Ohs . 

1741 Contpl. Tam. Piece n. i. 293 He that first gets in 
cries H oo-up. .and blows a Death. 

10 . As a vehement exclamation or imprecation. 
See also ’Sheath. 

1604SHAKS. Oih. m. Hi. 396 Death and damnation ! Oh 1 
2668 Dryden Evening s Love iv. ii } Death, you make me 
mad, sir 1 1766 Goldsm. Vic. W. xi, Death ! to be seen by 
ladies, .in such vulgar attitudes 1 

II. Phrases. 

fll. In ME. the genitive was occasionally (as in 
nouns of time) used adverbially — la the condition 
of death, dead ; so lives (gen. of life) — alive. Ohs. 

a 2250 Owl <$• Night. 1630 Ah thu nevre mon to gode 
Lives ne death es, stal ne stode. c 2324 Guy Wanw, (A.) 
5459 Ni3t no day swiken y nille Liues or depes that ich 
him se. 

12 . To death (Sc. to deid \ occas. in Eng. to 
dead ) : a. lit. following verbs as an adverbial 
extension expressing result, as to f slay, heat , stone , 
etc. to death ; hence to do to (the) death (arch.), to 
kill, slay ; to put to death , to kill, esp. in the exe- 
cution of justice, to execute. 

c 2000 Ags. Gosp. Matt. xx. 28 Hi$ xe-nyJ>eriaS hyne to 
deaj>e. a 1225 Juliana 62 He sloh him wiS a Stan to 
deab'e. a 1300 Cursor M. 6711 (Cott.) To ded [v.r. clej>e] 
}>at beist man sal stan. c 2330 R. Brunne Chron. (1810) 
127 J>e date, .pat Steuen to dede was dight. c 2400 Destr. 
Troy 9533 The Troiens ., dong horn to dethe. c 1489 
Caxton Blanchardyn v. (1890) 21 Wounded to deth. 2560-2 
Bk. Discipl. Ch . Scot. vii. § 2 For suche. . the Civil! swearde 
aught to punische to death. <rx6oo Shaks. Sonn. xeix. 
A vengeful canker eat him up to death. 2622 — Cymb. 
v. v. 235 The Gods do meane to strike me To death with 
mortal! ioy. 1734 tr. Rollin' s Anc. Hist . (1827) II, nr. 180 
Shot to death with darts. 2832 Mrs. Stowe Uncle Tom's C. 
xix, The slave-owner can whip his refractory slave to death. 

c 2324 Guy Warw. (A.) 3581 So mani to ded ther he dede. 
c 2400 Destr. Troy 22932 The kaightes .. The pepull with 
pyne puttyn to aethe. a 1400 Sir Fere, 930 Ther he was 
done to the dede. 2503-4 Act 19 Hen. VII. c. 34 Preamb., 
Dyvers [were] put to deth. 2570-6 Lambardk Peramb. 
Rent (2826) 391 lack Cade, .did to death the Lord Say, and 
others. 2599 Shaks. Much Adov. iii. 3 Done to death by 
slanderous tongues. 1632 Gouge God's Arrows lit. § 60. 
295 Ministers of Justice in putting capitail malefactors to 


death. 2847 Grote Greece (1862) III. xxxiv.225 They were 
all put to death. 1858 Gen. P. Thompson Audi Alt. II. 
lxXx. 36 Haunted by pictures of some he had done to death. 

b. intensifying verbs of feeling, as hate, resent , 
or adjs., as sick , wearied : to the last extremity, to 
the uttermost, to the point of physical or nervous 
exhaustion, beyond endurance. 

<*2300 Cursor M. 13070 (Cott.) Herodias him hated to 
ded. 2583 Hollyband Campo di Fior 242 Clodius is in- 
amoured to dead of a certaine yong woman. 1613 Shaks. 
Hen. VI II. iv. ii. 1 Grif. How do’s your Grace? Hath. 

O Griffith, sicke to death. 2670 G. H. Hist. Cardinals 1. 
n. 58 The Hereticks abhor me to death. 2670 Dryden 
Conq. Granada Pt. 11. in. iii, I’m sad to death, that I must 
be your foe. 1773 Mrs. Chapone Improv. Mind (2774) II, 

80 A gentleman who would resent to death an imputation 
of falsehood. 2806 Bloomfield Wild F leavers Poems ( 2845) 
220 Some almost laugh’d themselves to dead, 2840 Dickens 
Barn. Rudgexxxx. My stars, Simmun !. .You frighten me to 
death ! 1850 Mrs. Carlyle Lett. II. 142 , 1 have also been 
bothered to death with servants. 

c. To the death formerly interchanged with to 
death in all senses ; it is now used only in certain 
expressions, as to pursue , persecute, wage war to 
the death. 

1382 Wyclif Matt. xxvi. 38 My soule is sorowful til to 
the deth. c 1400 'Three Kings Cologne iv. 12 Ezechias was 
syke to j?e dethe. £2450 Merlin 122 These shull the 
[ = thee] love and seme euerto the deth. 2563 WinJet Four 
Scoir Thre Quest. Wks. 2888 I. 05 To baneis Christian is., 
and condemne thame to the dethe. 1568 Grafton Chron. 
II. 217 The which Castell the king hated to the death. 
2586 T. B. La Primaud. Fr. Acad. (1589) 261 With such 
speeches he fought unto the death. 2599 Shaks. Much Ado 
1. iii. 73 You are both sure, and will assist mee ? Conr. To 
the death my Lord. 1673 Dryden Marr. a la Mode v. i, 
And she takes it to the death, 1842 S. Lover Handy Andy 
ii. When he [an attorney] was obliged . . to hunt his man 
to the death. 1848 Macaulay Hist. Eng. II. 207 Four 
generations of Stuarts had waged a war to the death with 
four generations of Puritans. 

10 . f To have or take the death : to meet one’s 
death, to die. Ohs. So To catch one's death : see 
Catch v. 30 . To he the death of: see sense 7 . 
To be (or make it) death (for) : i.e. to be (or make 
it) a matter of death or capital punishment. 

c 1435 Torr. Portugal 2220 The kyng had wend he had 
the dede. c 1470 Henry Wallace xi. 837 Throuch cowa- 
tice, gud Ector tuk the ded. 1652 H. Bell Luther's Colloq. 
(Cassell’s Ed.) 23 It should be death for any person to have 
. .a copy thereof, 2847 Tennyson Princ. Pro!. 150 , 1 would 
make it death For any male thing but to peep at us- 

14. Death's door, the gates or jaws of death : 
figurative phrases denoting a near approach to, or 
great danger of, death. 

2382 Wyclif Ps. cvi[i]. 18 And they ne^heden to the 3atis 
of deth. 2550 Coverdale Spir. Perle xviii, To bring unto 
deaths door, that he may restore unto lire again. 2646 
P. Bulkeley Gospel Covt. To Rdr. 1 When death comes 
to our dores, and we are at deaths-dore. 2746 Berkeley 
2nd Let. Tar-water § 22 Many patients might thereby be 
rescued from the jaws of death. 1855 Tennyson Charge 
Lt. Brigade , Into the jaws of Death, Into the mouth of 
Hell, Rode the six hundred. 2860 Trollope Framley P. 
xliii, Poor Mrs. Crawley had been at death's door. 

15. To he in at the death (in Fox-hunting ) ; to 
be present when the game is killed by the hounds. 
Also fig. 

2800 Windham Speeches Pari. (1812) I. 337 For the empty 
fame of being in at the death. 2842 Lytton Nt. Morn. 
v. ix, A skilful huntsman, .who generally contrived to be in. 
at the death. 

10. To be death on (slang) : to be eminently 
capable of doing execution on, or a very good hand 
at dealing with ; to be very fond of. 

2855 Haliburton Nat. 4 " Hum. Nat. 225 (Bartlett) 
Women, .are born with certain natural tastes. Sally was 
death on lace. 2860 Bartlett Diet. Amer * s.v., To be 
death on a thing, is to be .. a capital hand at it, like the 
quack doctor who could not manage the whooping-cough, 
but was, as he expressed it, ‘death on fits *. Vulgar. 2884 
E, Fawcett Gentl. of Leisure i. 9 Fanny hasn't forgotten 
you . . she was always death on you English chaps. 289a 
Lentzner Australian Word-bk. 19 Death on. good at.. 

4 Death on rabbits', would mean a very good rabbit shot. 

17. In various other phraseological expressions ; 
as as pale as death (see Pale) ; and colloq. as sure 
as death , to ride, come on, hang on, etc., like dealk t 
or like grim death. 

1786 Burns Scotch Drink x, Then Burnewin comes on 
like death, At every chaup. 1893 Tit Bits 23 Dec, 212/3 
; The baby , .holds on to that finger like grim' "death,. ■ 

III. Combinations. . 

*11 The genitive, now used (as a possessive) only 
in poetry or when death is personified, was for- 
merly freely used where we should now use of, 
or death- in combination, as in death's evil, sorrow, 
sting; death's bed , day, wound (see Death-bed, 
etc,). See also Death’s-face, -head, -herb, -ring. 

' a 1000 Guthlac 350 (Gr.) Nis me ]>ass deaj»es- sor$, c 2200 
Ormin 1374. par Cristess mennlsscnesse Drannc^daJ?ess 
drinneh. ' ct 230 Halt Meid. 27 }?at dreori dede ..^iueo jrnt. 
■ deaft'es dunt. ' c 242a' ViocctKy^Dearn- to Die 538 Thogh 
thow seeke in thy bed now lye, Be nat agast, no •aetjfa.es cue! 
haast thow,_ 2847 Lyte Hymn, 1 Abide with me ' vi, Where 
is death's sting ? Where, grave, thy victory ? 

18. General combinations of obvious meaning. 

These may be formed . at will, and to : any extent ' : examples. 

are here given. /The use of the hyphen is mainly syntac- 
tical ; it usually implies also a. main stress' on, death-, as in 
dea^fk-grctsp, dea 'th-si'.ckness, dea ' th -pollw. ted. ' 


DEATH. 


DEATHEUL, 


a. attributive. [As with other names of things, 
employed instead of the genitive death's. In this 
construction already freely used in OE., as in diap- 
beam, -bedd, -ewe aim, -dstg, - cknu , -spere, -slede, 
etc.] Of death ; belonging or pertaining to death ; 
as death-agony , -angel, - chamber , -chime, -cry, 
-dew, -dirge, + -door, df-fall, -fever , -grapple, 
-groan, -hour, -hull, -pang, -sentence, -shot, -shriek, 
-sleep, - song , ; -stab, -stiffening, -token, -vacancy, 
-wraith, etc., etc. 

6' 1440 Cafgrave Life St. Katk. v. 1751 Soo sodeynly 
on-to deth for to falle. Som men wane that deth-fal were 
myserye. 1601 Chester Love’s Mart. (1878) 39 Many 
Death-doore-knocking Soules complaine. 1606 Shaks. 
Tr. # Cr. u. tii. 187 He is so plaguy proud, that the death 
tokens of it Cry no recouery. 1635 Cowley Davideis iv. 972 
One would have thought. .That Nature’s self in her Death- 
pangs had been, a 1780 J. Carver Trav. 334 The number of 
the death-cries they give, declares how many of their own 
party are lost. Ibid. 337 They are then bound to a stake. . 
and obliged for the last time to sing their death-song. 1792 
R. Cumberland Calvary Poems 1803 II. 67 Christ’s death- 
hour. 179s Southey Joan of Arc iv. 262 He; knew That 
this was the Death-Angel Azrael, And that his hour was 
come. 1798 Sotheby tr. Wieland's Oberon (1826) II. 25 
Pale as the cheek with death-dew icy cold. 1799 Nelson 
in Nicolas Disp. IV. 82 To name Sidney Smith’s First 
Lieutenant to the Death-vacancy of Captain Miller. 1811 
W. R. Spencer Poems 96 And our death-sentence ends the 
book. 1813 Byron Giaour xxiii, The deathshot hissing 
from afar. 1813 Shelley Q. Mab vn. 14 Nature confirms the 
faith his death-groan sealed. Ibid. ix. 104 The melancholy 
winds a death-dirge sung. 1814 Scorr Id. of I sles vi. xviii, 

I must not Moray’s death-knell hear 1 1829 Carlyle Misc. 
(1837) 11 - 55 He gave the death-stab to modern Superstition. 
1834 Ht. Martineau Demerara ix. 128 The animal was not 
to be restrained . . till the long death-grapple was over. 1838 
Lytton Leila 1. v, The death-shriek of his agonised father. 
184a Pusey Crisis Eng. Ch. 100 From this deathsleep.. 
Protestant Germany was awakened by another battle-cry. 
1851 Carpenter Man. Pkys. (ed. 2) 221 The Rigor Mortis , 
or death-stiffening of the muscles. 1882 J. H. Blunt Ref. 
Ch. Eng. II. 3 The gallery out of which the death-chamber 
opened. 1883 A. I. Menken Infelicia 22 The last tremble 
of the conscious death-agony. 1884 Gurney & Myers in 
29 th Cent . May 792 Alleged apparitions of living persons, 
the commonest of which are death-wraiths. 

b. objective, with pres, pples. [already in OE., 
as dia}-berende], as death-bearing \ -boding, -brav- 
ing, - bringing, , -counterfeiting, -darting, -dealing, 
-subduing, -threatening, etc., adjs. 

1580 Sidney Arcadia (1622) 269 The .. summons of the 
death-threatning trumpet. 1581 — Apol Poetrie (Arb.) 27 
Death-bringing sinnes. 1390 Shaks. Mids. N. hi. ii ; 364 
Death-counterfeiting sleepe. 1592 — - Rom. <$• Jul. in. ii. 47 
The death-darting eye of Cockatrice. 1393 — L-ucr. 165 
No noise but Owles & wolues death-boding cries. 1633 
Ford Broken H. 1. ii, Death-braving Ithocles.^ avjtx Ken 
Hymns Evang . Poet. Wks. 1721 I. 171 Their Death- 
subduing King. 1774 Goldsm. Nat. Hist . (1776) VII. 156 
This death-dealing creature. 1821 Shelley Fugitives iv. 7 
As a death-boding spirit, i860 Sat. Rev. X. 574/1 When 
these death-dealing missiles fell among them. 

C. instrumental , with pa. pples., and parasyn- 
thetic, as death-begirt, -dewed, -divided, -laden, 
-marked, -polluted, - shadowed -sheeted, -slain, 
-winged, -wounded, etc., adjs. 

1592 Shaks. Rom. $ Jul. Prol. 9 The fearful passage of 
their death-mark’d love. ? c 1600 Distracted Entf . h. i. in 
Bullen 0 . PI. III. 192 Having his dcathe-slayne mistres in 
his armes. 1623 Massinger Dk. Milan v. ii, Secrets that 
restore To life death-wounded men l 1647 H. More Song 
of Soul 1. Hi. xxi, Through the death-shadowed wood. 1787 
Mary Wollstonecr. Wks. (1798) IV. 139 Those mansions, 
where death-divided friends should meet. 1800 Byron To 
Florence viii, The death-wing’d tempest’s blast. 1818 
Shelley Rev. Islam x . xiii. The death-polluted land, 1832 
Motherwell Poet. Wks. (1847) 4 The dark death-laden 
"banner, a 1839 Milman Good Friday Wks. II. 336 By thy 
drooping death-dew’d brow. 1871 G. Macdonald Songs 
Winter Days hi. iv, Death-sheeted figures, long and white. 
1879 Browning Ivan Ivanov . 30 Each village death-begirt. 

d. adverbial relations of various kinds, with 
adjs. and pples., rarely verbs. [With adjs. already 
In OE., as deapffege, -scyldig, -wirigl] In, to, unto, 
of, like, as death ; as death-black, -cold, - deaf, -deep, 
-devoted, -doomed, -due, - great , -pale, - weary , 
-worthy, etc., adjs. ; death-doom vb. See also 
Death-sick. 

2624 Sylvester BethulieCs Rescue vi. 2x0 So, the Saint- 
Thief, which suffered with our Saviour Was led to Life by 
his Death-due Behaviour, 1742 Francis Horace iv.xiv.(J od. 1 , 
The death-devoted breast. 1742 Young Nt, Th. y. 75 This 
Death-deep Silence, and incumbent Shade. X77 6 Mickle 
tx.Camoens > Lusiad 350 Death-doom’d man. 1795 Southey 
Joan ofAre x. $ 96 The death-pale face. 1796 T.townshend 
Poems jo s What tho’ the sigh or wailing voice Can’t soothe 
the death-cold ear. •. 1829 E. Elliott Village Patriarch 
Pref., With only one star .. In the death-black firmament . 
*839 Bailey Festns ii. (1848) xi Like Asshur’s death-great 
monarch. 1863 Baring-Gould Iceland 259, I can death- 
doom him as I please. 1864 Lowell Fireside Trav. 242 
To death-deaf Carthage shout in vain. x866 Howells 
VeneL Life iii. 34 All the floors, .are death-cold in winter. 
19. Special combs. : deatli-adder, a name for 
the genus Acanthophis of venomous serpents, esp. 
A. antarclica of Australia; also erron. f. deaf-adder, 
deaf adder: see Deaf a. 1 d, 7 ; death-baby (U'.Sl), 
see quot. ; death-bill (Feel), a list of dead for 
whom prayers were to be said (see quot.) ; death- 
blast, (d) a blast of a horn, etc. announcing or 
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presaging death ; (li) a storm or wind of destructive 
or deadly character ; death-cord, the rope used for 
hanging, the gallows- rope; death-dance, a dance 
at or in connexion with death ; the Dance of Death ; 
death-doing a., doing to death, killing, murderous 
(see also Dead-doing) ; death-drake {Angling ), 
a kind of artificial fly (see Drake) ; death-duty, 
a duty levied on the devolution of property m con- 
sequence of the owner’s death; legacy, and probate 
and succession duties ; 1' death-evil (dede- , deed-), 
a mortal disease ; also, the name of a specific 
disease (quot. 1559) ; death-feud, a feud prose- 
cuted to the death ; death-flame ** Death-fire i ; 
death -flurry ( Whale-fishery ), the convulsive 
struggles of a dying whale after being harpooned 
(see Flurry) ; also fig. ; f death-head = Death s- 
head ; f death- ill (Sc. ■f dede-ill), mortal illness; 
death-mask, a cast of plaster or the like, taken 
from a person’s face after death ; death-moss (see 
quot.); death-moth, the Death’s-head Moth; 
death-penalty, the penalty of death, capital 
punishment ; death-penny, the obolus placed m 
the mouth of a corpse, with which to pay the ferry- 
man in Hades; death-pile, a funeral pile ; death- 
rate, the proportion of the number of deaths to 
the population of a country, town, etc., usually 
reckoned at so much per thousand per annum ; 
death-rattle, a rattling sound in the throat of 
a dying person, caused by the partial stoppage of 
the air-passage by mucus ; death-ring, . a finger- 
ring constructed to convey poison in shaking hands 
(W. Jones , Finger-rings 1877, 435 ) 5 death-rope, 
a gallows-rope ; death-ruckle, -ruttle (Sc.) = 
death-rattle ; death-sough (Sc.), ‘the last inspira- 
tion of a dying person’ (Jam.); death- tick **= 
Death-watch i ; death-trance, a trance in which 
the action of the heart, lungs, etc. is so reduced as 
to produce the semblance of death (Syd. Soc. Lex. 
1882) ; death-trap, applied to any place or struc- 
ture which is unhealthy or dangerous without its 
being suspected, and is thus a trap for the lives of 
the unwary; death- wave (see quots.) ; death- 
weight, a small weight placed on the eyelids of 
a corpse to keep them closed. 

3860 Chambers' Encycl. s.v. Adder, A very venomous ser- 
pent of New South Wales (A cantkophis lortor) is sometimes 
called the *death-adder, 1613 Sir E. Hour Curry-combe 
39 The gracelesse people, who stopped their eares like the 
death Adder. 2882 A Chequered Career 321 'The deaf 
adder, or death adder, as some people miscall it. 3892 N. Y. 
Nation %x Aug. 107/x A certain fungus called * Meath- 
baby’ .. fabled to foretell death in the family. 2849 Rock 
Ch. of Fathers II. 383 note , Abp. Lanfranc . . allotted the 
office of drawing up and sending off these ^death-bills to 
the precentor. 1820 Scott Abbot xxxviii, A bugle sounded 
loudly.. ‘It is the ^death-blast to Queen Mary s royalty’, 
said Ambrosius, 1873 tr. Comte de Paris' Hist. Civ. 
War Anter. I. 456 The storm which in consequence of 
its periodical return in the beginning of November, 
sailors call the death-blast, 1820 St. Kathleen IV. 23 
(Jam.) She had for three nights successively seen a *death- 
candle flitting, .along the cliffs. <2x851 Joanna Baillie 
(Ogilvie), Have I done well to give this hoary vet’ran 
..To the *death-cord, unheard? 1863-8 F. Fakkman 
France # Eng. in Amen (1880) 275 The ghostly '‘death- 
dance of the breakers, a 1632 Brome New Acad, 1, Wks. 
3873 II. 9 Here's the ^death-doing point. X795 Southey 
Joan of Arc vn. 362 That death-doing foe. 1799 G. Smith 
Laboratory II. 298 i Angling) *Death-drake. .taken chiefly 
in an evening, when the May-fly is almost gone. x88x 
Gladstone in Daily News 5 Apr. a/6 My attention has 
been turned to a much larger subject — the subject of Meath 
duties, c 1330 R. Brunnb Chron. <i8io) 32 Si^en at 
Gloucestre *aede euelle him toke. 1539 Morwyng Evonym . 
256 Angry byks, such as in some mens legges the late 
wrytars call the deed evill. 3820 Scorr A bbot xi, They have 
threatened a *death-feudif anyone touches us. 18x3 Hogg 
Queen’s Wake 65 That fays and spectres . .spread the *death- 
fiame on the wold. 1860 Gen. P. Thompson A udi Alt. III. 
ci. 2 The convulsive effort, — ‘ *death-fiurry ’ as the whalers 
call it,— -which is taking place in America on the subject of 
slavery, xvyx Wesley Wks. (1872) V. 287 They are mere 
^death-heads ; they kill innocent mirth. 1851 Loncf. Gold. 
Leg. iv. Refectory, None of your death-heads carved in 
wood, c 1423 Wyntoun Cron, vn, x. 230 In-til hys*Dede-ill 
quhen he lay. 1675 Durham Exp. Commandm. To Rdr. 
x b (Jam.) The death-ill of a natural unrenewed man, 1822 
Galt Steam-boat 20a (Jam.) Na, na l There’s nae dead-ill 
about Lorn. 1877 Dowden Shaks. Primer it, 29 There 
exists a ^death-mask, .which bears the date 1616 and which 
may be the original cast From the dead poet’s face. 1838 
Miss Pardoe River# Desert I. 247 On many , . venerawe 
pines hung wreaths of the greyish-coloured, silken parasite 
which is called in ‘ wood-craft * the * death-moss. a 2821 
Keats Ode to Melancholy 6 Nor let the beetle, nor the 
*death-moth be Your mournful Psyche. 1875 E. White Life 
in Christ 11. xiv. (1878) 155 The ^death-penalty of the law 
of Moses. 2863 Whyte Melville Gladiators III. 258 
Scatter a handful of dust over my forehead, and lay the 
^death-penny on my tongue. 2833 Mrs. Browning Casa 
Guidi WindoTvs n. 7 5 Had all the ^death-piles of the ancient 
years Flared up in vain before me? 1864 Soc. Sc. Rev. 68 
The *death rates in the army had been reduced, .by sanitary 
measures. 1873 B. Stewart Conserv. Force i x The death 
rate., varies with the temperature. . 2829 Lytton Dmerrnx 
vi. iv, His lips quivered wildly— I heard the *<leath-rattle. 
*8x5 Scorr Guy M. xxvii, That was the Meath-ruckle— he's 
dead. s8ao Blackw. Mag. Sept. 652 (Jam.) Heard nae ye 


the lang drawn ^death-sough ? 2879 Jefferies Wild Life 

in S. C. 207 In the huge beams or woodwork, the *death» 
tick is sure to be heard in the silence of the night. 2835 
Browning Paracelsus v. 128 This murky, loathsome ‘ s D#ath- 
trap, this slaughter-house. 1889 Spectator 14 Dec. 830 If. . 
the Board schools are death-traps. 2848 C. A. Johns Week 
at Lizard 103 About one in every nine is more boisterous. . 
than the rest : this the fishermen call ‘ the ’‘death wave \ 
2886 J. Milne Earthquakes 1 7 1 Phenomena, .on the Wexford 
coast, .popularly known as ‘death waves’, probably in con- 
sequence of the lives which have been lost by these sudden 
inundations, 1830 Mrs. Browning Poet's Vow v. iv-v. 
They laid the *death-weights on mine eyes. 

Death a., var. of Deaf a. in some MSS., and in 
mod. dial. See also death-adder in Death 19 . 

a 2300 Metr. Life St. Katk . 436 There is made hole dethe 
and dombe. 2574 II ellowks Gueuara's Fam. Ep. 216 As 
he was death, and most dunch, I cried out more in speaking 
unto him, than I do use in preaching. 287S Sussex Gloss., 
Death , deaf., ‘afflicted with deatlmcss’. 

So Death v. * Deaf v. to deafen. 

C1440 York Myst. xxxi. x86 Lot sirs, he deth is vs with 
dynne ! 

Death-hed (de* jibed). Also 5-6 ded-, dead - ; 

6 death’s bed. The bed ■ on which - a ' person dies ; 
the bed of death. (In OE. the grave.) 

Beowulf 5795 JSf u is . . dryhten Geata, deafl-b«dde fest. 
CX400 Camel vn 24 On his deej^bed to a-bkle Goikles wide, 
a 1300 Childe of Bristows too in Hazl, E. P, P. I. 1x3 'On 
his ded bed he fay. 2550 Covkkdale Spir. Per/e xii, By him 
that lieth on his dead-bed. 25.67 Maplet Gr. Forest 29 
When as he.. lay vpon his deathes bed. 2604 Shaks. Oik. 
v. ii. 51 Sweet Soule, take heed, take bead of Ptrhiry, Thou 
art on thy death-bed. 173a Pom Ep. Cobham 11.6 He 
dreads a death-bed like the meanest slave. a 1874 Stums 
Const. Hist. (1873) I, vi*. uoi Canute’s division of bis 
dominions on his death-bed. 
to. attrib. 

2691-8 Norris Proof, Disc. {1707) TV. 185 Such a Death- 
bed charity is too near akin to a l.ieath-bed repentance, to 
lie much valued, 2826 Scott Tales of Landlord introd., 
To answer funeral and deathbed expenses. 

Death-bell (cle*j>bel). Also dead-bell (Sc. 

deid-bell). 

1. A bell tolled at the death of a person ; a pass- 
ing-bell. 

27E1 C. J. Fielding Brothers, The Village death-bell’s 
distant sound, 1784 Cower Task 11. 51 A world that seems 
To toll the death-bell of its own decease. x88$ K. Peacock 
in Catk. Household 5 jam 23/3 The custom of ringing' the 
death-bell at night. 

j8. a 1740 Barbara Allan viii. in Child Ballads f *886' iv. 
277/2 She heard the dead-hell ringing. 18- . Wiiirmit 
Cry of Lost Soul iv, The guide, m if he heard a dead- bell 
toll. Starts, 

2, A sound in the ears like that of a bell, sup- 
posed by the superstitious to portend a death* 

2807 Hogg Mountain Bard *7 (Jain.) O lady, ’tii dark, am* 
I heard the death-bell, An’ damia gae yonder for gowd am fee. 
Dea'th-bird* A bird that feeds on dead bodies ; 
a carrion-feeding bird ; a bird supposed to bode 
death ; a popular name of a small North American 
owl, Nyclala JRicktmbsmti, 

1822 Shelley Prometk. limb, 1. 340, 28*2 —Pleltm tm% 
The death-birds descend to their feast *864 T. TAYt.rm 
Ballads of Brittany (1865* 93 Sudden 1 heard the death- 
bird’s cry. 

Dea*tJi~blow. A blow that causes death. 

2795 Southey Joan of Arc vn. 135 For the death-blow 
prepared, c 2823 Mtts* Suanwoot* Stories Ch. CmimJu xiv, 
118 It was h«r dWh-blow^Hdown she dropped, and never 
spoke after. xZy6 Bamcroft Hist. V, S\ II. juutih 
Never to receive the death-blow but with joy* 

Jig. x8xx Byron Lines written beneath Picture, The death- 
blow of my Hope. 2838 Thirlwall Greece V. *03 That 
event.. was generally considered as a death-blow to the 
Spartan power, 

Dea*tii-&ay. Forms ; «?e Diatm ; alio 

7 death’s-, 

1. The day on which a person dies, 

73S Baku* Death-song, Huaet bis gaitiw, gmlaes aetiitha 
yflaes, aefter deotbdacg* doemi’d imeorthtie. Lamuu 
P, PL A, in. *04 Hennes to K de|> day do m no ntwe. 2389 
in Eng. Gilds 121 At ded day of a broker, entry couple 
to |euyn iij. .penys. ■ c *430 St, Cuiklmri {Surtees '< x 540 My 
deed .day comes at hand. iMimm, cm IIawtil 

Cypress Grove Wks. (17x1) 124 The death-day of thy body 
is thy birth-day to eternity. x8®» J. Rakkkx A post. Life 

I. 13 Ymr death-day need not come upon you as a. surprise, 

2, The anniversary of this day, 

*639 Mom &, Rob, Gate Lang, Hat. mnt, tofu Keeping: 
a deaths-day st» well as a birth-clay, *8*7 W, 1 ’ayloa in 
Monthly Mag, XLIV, 33.4 The 7t.i1 of Mm&nlmf was' kept 
as a solemn aimiverse by Lorenzo del Medid, ,» the btrtlt- 
day and death-day of Plato. 2835 Tiiacr'Iiay Memomm 

II, 33a The death-day of the foniMler. ,h still kept* 

Dea’th.-fire. 

1* A luminous appearance supposed to be seen 
over a dead body, etc. : *Dmi*»lb*ht 3 . 

X'T^S Coleridge Ode Departing Year . » 'Mighty 'srmits of 
&e dead, Dane® like death-fire* xmmd ; her tiiiak ■ tlA 
Shelley Mmk Islam xi. xii, From the choked w*ll # wheoc# 
a bright' death -fee sprang, 

2. A fire for burning a person to death. 

*857 T.'Flasacam MmL RIC.Chmrck Xmg. II. 8t A large 
wewden statw of the bl«i®d''¥|rgia was brotiglit , , to ««I« 
the death-fire, ■ 

Beatifal (deTfol), a. [See -Fm..] 

D Full of death ; fraught with death ; mortal, 
fatal, destructive, deadly. 

Lifsong in CatL Hem, mj Bi km tleaSfnle grur# 
and hi his blodie »wote, SmmfAn’m£m (titmjf 104' 


DEATH-HUHTEB. 


DEATE-WOETHY, 


Manie deathfull torments. 1617 Collins Dcf. Bp. Ely n. 
ix, 362 As Homer saies of the champions in their deathfull 
combat. 1621 G. Sandys Ovid's Met. n. (1626) 23 The 
deathfull Scorpion's far-out-bending clawes. 1742 Collins 
Ode to Mercy 7 Amidst the deathful field. 1850 Blackie 
jEschylus I. 154 The man, that dealt the deathful blow. 
1878 Bayne Purit , Rev. viii. 340 Man under sinful and 
deathful conditions. 

2 . Subject to death, mortal, arch. rare. 

1616 Chapman Homer's Hymn to Venus (N.), That with 
a deathless goddess lay A deathful man. 1887 Morris 
Odyss , 111. 3 Unto deathful men on the corn-kind earth that 
dwell. 

3 . Having the appearance of death, deathly. 

1656 [see Deathfulness]. 1803 Jane Porter Thaddeus 

viii. (1831) 74 The deathful hue of his countenance. 1850 
Mrs. Browning Vision of Poets xcii, Deathful their faces 
were. 1881 W. Wilkins Songs of Study 97 Her .. white 
body spotted o’er With deathful green. 

Hence Dea-tMtilly adv., Bea-tlifulness. 

* 1809 Campbell Gertr, IVyom. 1. xvi, Beathfully their 
thunders seem’d to sweep. 1810 Scott Lady of L. iv. xxv, 
She was bleeding deathfully. 1656 Artif. Handsom. 70 
To adorn our looltes, so as may be most remote from 
a deathfulnesse. <2:1853 Robertson Lect. i. (1858)116 There 
is nothing to break the deep deathfulness of the scene. 
Dea'th-htLnter. slang. One who furnishes 
a newspaper with reports of deaths ( obs .) ; a vendor 
of dying speeches or confessions '(obs.) ; an under- 
taker; see also quot. 1816. 

1738 (title in Farmer), Ramble through London, containing 
observations on Beggars, Pedlars .. Death Hunters [etc.]. 
1776 Foote Capuchin n. Wks. 1799 II. 391 When you were 
the doer of the Scandalous Chronicle, was not I death-hunter 
to the very same paper? 1816 C. James Milit . Did. (ed. 4) 
377/2 Death Hunters , followers of an army, who, after the 
engagement, look for dead bodies, in order to strip them. 
2852 Mayhew Loud. Lab. I. 228 (Farmer) The ‘running 
patterers or death-hunters, being men engaged in vending 
last dying speeches and confessions. 

Deatnify (de-Jifai), v. nonce-ivd. (See quot.) 
a 1834 Coleridge in Remains (1836) II. 163 Warburton 
would scarcely have made so deep a plunge into the bathetic 
as to have deathified * sparrow ’ into ‘ spare me 1 ' 
Deathiness (defines), rare. [f. Deathy a. 

+ -ness.] The state or quality of being ‘ deathy’. 
1801 Southey Tkalaba v. (D.), It burns clear; but with 
the air around Its dead ingredients mingle deathiness. 1843 
Sara Coleridge in Mem.(,iBj^)l. 275 The recumbent figure 
..looks deathy with too real and actual a deathiness. 

Deathless (defies), a. [see -less.] 

1 . Not subject to death ; immortal. 

1598 Sylvester Du Barttxs 11. i. Eden 741 Should (like 
our death-less Soule) have never dy’d. 1648 Boyle Seraph. 
Love iii. (1700) 19 Though Angels and humane Souls be 
Deathless. 1790 Cowper Odyssey iv. 582 The deathless 
tenants of the skies. 1871 Tylor Prim. Cult. I. 425 The 
faith that animals have immaterial and deathless souls. 

2 . fig. Of things. 

1646 Crashaw Sospet. d’Her. iii, The dew of life, whose 
deathless spring Nor Syrian flame, nor Borean frost de- 
flow’rs. 1667 Milton P. L. x. 775 Deathless pain. 2867 
Freeman Norm. Conq. (18 76) I. vi. 408 The deathless name 
of Godwine. 

Hence Deathlessly adv., Dea'tMessness. 

1682 H. More Annot. GlanvilVs Lux O. 94 The death- 
lessness of the Soul. 1865 G. Meredith Rhoda Fleming 
xvi. (1889) 1x9 Our deathlessness is in what we do, not in 
what we are. 1850 Mrs. Browning Vision of Poets cxi, 
His brown bees hummed deathlessly. 

Bea-th-liglit. 

1 . = Dead-light 3, Death- F ritF. t. 

2823 Joanna Bailue Collect. Poems 105 A death -light 
that hovers o’er Liberty’s grave. 

2 . A light burning in a death-chamber. 

2872 Carlyle in Mrs, Carlyle’s Lett. I. 246 The two 
candles, .reserved, .to be her own death-lights. 

Deathlike (de’Jbik), a. [f. Death + -like ; 
formed after the OE. dcafiUc had become deathly . ] 
1 1 . Deadly, fatal, mortal ; — Deathly 2. Obs. 
1548 Udaix, etc. Erasm. Par. John 77 b, The sickenes 
was not deathlyke. 1608 Shaks. Per. 1. i, 29 Death-like 
dragons here affright thee hard. 1622 Lady Mary Wroth 
Urania 418 Most cruell, and the death-lik’st kind of ill. 

2. Resembling death. 

2605 Sylvester Du Bartas 11, iii. Vocation 616 A deep 
and death-like Letharge. 2795 Southey foan of Arc iv. 
435 A death-llke paleness. 1856 Stanley Sinai <$• Pal i. 
(1858) 14 The deathlike silence of a region where the fall 
of waters , . is unknown. 

Bea’tMiaess. [f. Deathly a. + -ness.] The 
quality of being deathly ; resemblance to death. 

*841 Lytton m. Sr Morn. (185 x) 349 The' utter, total 
Deathliness in Life of Simon. 2862 Mrs. Stowe Agnes of 
Sorrento xviii. 215 The utter deathliness of the scene. 
DeatMing ' de-Jriiq). rare. [See -ling.] 

1 . One subject to death, a mortal. Also atirib. 

1598 Sylvester Du Bartas n. L Imposture 374 Alas fond 

death-lings 1 *839 Bailey Festus xiv. (1848) 251 Deathlings 1 
on earth ; drink, laugh and Jove! 2886 Way tr. Iliad xit, 
Zeus .. Who over the deathling race and the deathless beareth 
sway... . . 

2 . //. Young Deaths, the offspring of Death per- 
sonified. (nance-use. ) 

*73» Swift Poems, Death & Daphne, His realm had need 
1 hat Death, should get a numVous breed ; Young deathlings. 
1 3 . Gogs deathlings : *by God’s death J an oath. 
, x ^ xx , Cotgr.j Mordienne, Gogs deathlings J a' foolish' oath 
m Rab[elais]. 

Deathly (de*J>li), a. Forms : 1-2 d«Sa]?Hc, 2 
deaSlich, deplieh, 6 deathlie, -lye, 6- deathly. 


75 

[OE. deaplic - OITG. todlth : f. Death + -ly t ; 
cf. Deadly.] 

rfl. Subject to death, mortal. Obs. 

972 Blickl Ham. 21 Bi8 Jmnne undeahlic, Jeah he ser 
deablic wasre. a 2175 Cod. Horn. 22s pu wurst dea&lic, 3ef 
hu pes trowes westm 3dctst. c 2200 Trin. Coll. Horn. 9 Mid 
ure deaSliche Hue. 

2 . Causing death, deadly. 

C1175 Lamb. Horn. 75 Depliche atter. 2548 Udall, etc. 
Erasm. Par. 2 Cor. li. (R.), Vnholsome and deathly e to 
such as refuse it. 2555 Cohabit acyon of Faithf nil 19 The 
by ting of deathl ie serpentes. 1568 T. Howell Newe Sonnets 
(1879) X19 When deathly seas compels weake hart to quaile. 
2862 Trollope North Amer. I. 263 That deathly flow of 
hot air coming up . .from the neighbouring infernal regions. 
2885 W. de Gray Birch Life K. Harold v. 135 His wounds, 
many and deathly. 

3 . Of the nature of or resembling death, death- 
like ; gloomy, pale, etc. as death. 

2568 T. Howell Arb. Amitie (1879) 69 The deathly day 
in dole I passe. 1852 Mrs. Carlyle Lett. II. 204 She, 
poor thing, looking deathly. 2865-8 F. Parkman France 
Eng. in Amer. (2880) 57 A deathly stillness. 

4 . Of or pertaining to death, poetical 

2850 Mrs. Browning Soul’s Trav. 176 That deathly odour 
which the clay Leaves on its deathlessness alway. 1878 
Browning La Saisiaz 65 As soul is quenchless by the 
deathly mists. 

Bea-thly, adv. In 2 deatSliche. [See prec. 
and -lyX Cf. Deadly adv. 1, 3, 4.] 

J* 1 . In a way causing or tending to death. Obs. 
a 1240 L of song In Cott. Horn. 211 Herjmrh ich deie Jet 
spec er of swuche Jinge and deaSliche sunegi. 

2 . To a degree resembling death. 

2817 Coleridge Blog. Lit. (1847) I. 185 Here and thus I 
lay, my face . . deathly pale. 1884 C. F. W oolson in Harpers 
Mag. Jan. 197/1 It was ‘deathly cold’ in these ‘stony lanes*. 

+ Dearth’s -face. Obs .- 1 = Death’s-head i. 
2623 Shaks. L. L. L . v, ii. 616 A deaths face in a ring. 
Deatli’s-liead (de*]>s,hed). [See Death 1 c.] 

1 . The head of Death figured as a skeleton ; 
a human skull ; a figure or representation of a 
skull, esp. as an emblem of mortality. 

1596 Shaks. Merck. K 1. ii. 55, I had rather to be married 
to a deaths head with a bone in his mouth. 1597 — 2 Hen. 
IV, 11. iv. 255 Doe not speake like a Deaths-head : doe not 
bid me remember mine end. 1684 Lond. Gaz. No. 1987/4 
Several Jewels and Rings, one of which was Enamelled with 
a Deaths-head. 1768-74 Tucker Lt. Nat. (1852) II. 659 
Hermits and holy men are described sighing over death’s 
heads, sobbing and groaning at their being men and not 
angels. 2822 Scott Pirate xl, The old black flag, with the 
death’s head and hour-glass. 2864 Thackeray D. Duval ii, 
His appearance . . was as cheerful as a death’s head at a feast. 
fig. 1641 May Old Couple hi, ii. <x8io), As the two old 
death's-heads to-morrow morning Are to be join’d together, 
tb. A ring with the figure of a skull. Obs. 

(About 1600 commonly worn by procuresses.) 

2605 Marston Dutch Courtezan 1. ii, Their wlckednesse 
is always before their eyes, and a deathes-head most com- 
monly on their middle finger. 2607 Dekker Northward 
Hoe iv. Wks, 2873 III. 50 As if I were a bawd, no ring 
pleases me but a death’s head. 2670 Devout Commute . 
(1688 t 8 Shall not I wear thy ring, who am so ready to 
wear a Death’s-head to preserve alive the memorial of a dead, 
friend ? 

2 . A name given to a South American species of 
squirrel-monkey, Chrysothrix sciureus, from the 
appearance of its face and features. 

3 . atirib. Deatli’s-liead Moth, a large species 
of hawk-moth (Acherontia atropos'), having mark- 
ings on the back of the thorax resembling the figure 
of a skull. 

2782 Barbut Genera Insect. 179 Death’s-head moth . . It has 
a grey irregular spot upon which are two black dots which 
very plainly represent a death’s head, whence this insect 
takes its name. x8i6 Kirby & Sp. Entomol. (1843) II. 414 
The bees, .protected themselves from the attacks of the 
death’s head moth . . by closing the entrance of the hive. 
2879 Lubbock Set, Led . ii. 50 The Death’s head hawk-moth 
caterpillar feeds on the potato. 

t Dea'tJHs-berb. Obs. Deadly Nightshade. 

2607 Topsell Fourf. Beasts (1673) 99 Dwall or Night- 
shade, which is also called Deaths-herb. 

Dea’th-sick, a. [Death 18 d.] Sick unto 
death, mortally sick or ill. So Dea'tli-sLckness, 
mortal illness. 

2628 Bp. Hall Quo Vadis ? § 19 Apparitions . .wherewith 
some of our death-sick gentlemen, .haue bin frighted into 
catholicises. 1661 Petit. E. Chaloner in 7th Rep. Hist. 
MSS. Commission 147 During his imprisonment . . he took 
his death sickness. 2846 Manning Serm. (1848) II. ii. 33 
After the partial cure of a death-sickness. 

Deathsman (de*Jism£n), arch. A man who 
puts another to death ; an executioner. 

1589 Green k Menaphon (Arb.) 90 Democles commanded 
the deathsman to doo his deuoyre. 2605 Shaks. Lear tv. 
vl 263, I am onely sorry He had no other Deathsman. 
a 1632 T. Taylor God s Judgem. 11, vii. (1642) 104 Loath to 
have any other deaths- man but himselfe, he was found 
slaine by his owne hand. 1813 Scott Rokeby vi. xxxii, The 
very deaths-men paused to hear. 

+ Deailll’s-ring. Obs. A death’s-head ring. 
1649 Bp. Hall Cases Cotisc. iv. vii. (1654) 360 The old 
posie of the deaths-ring. 

Dea*th-strnci, a. Also Death-stricken, 
t -stracken, Smitten with death, i. e. with a mortal 
wound or disease. 

1622 J, Reynolds God's Revenge 11. vii. 83 They see her 
death-strooken with that Plannet, and therefore adiudge 


their skill but vaine. 1653 H. More Aniid. Ath. in. ii. 
{heading), A strange Example of one Death-strucken as he 
walked the Streets. 1688 Norris Love 1. iii. 25 When all 
his Rational Facukys are as ’twere benumm’d and death- 
struck. 2812 Byron Ch . Har. 1. lxxvii, Tho' death-struck, 
still his feeble frame he rears. 1855 Robinson Whitby 
Gloss., Death-strucken , smitten with death. 2887 A. Jessopp 
in Diet . Nat. Biog. IX. 402/2 It is only when he [Cecil] is 
death-stricken . .that we find the curtain raised. 

Death-throe . Forms : a. 4 dep prowe, 6 
Sc. deitht thrau, 7-9 death-throe ; J 3 . Sc. and 
north, dial. 4 ded thrau, dede prawe, 6 dede-, 
deid-thraw, 7 dead- throe, 9 dead-thraw, 
-throw, [f. Death + Throe; most frequent in 
the northern form dede- 1 hr aw, mod.Sc. deid-thraw. ] 
The agony of death, the death-struggle ; also fig. 

c 1305 St. Christopher 192 in E. E. P. (2862) 64 pat hire dep 
]>rowes were stronge. 2549 Compl '. Scot. xiv. 1 21 Darius vas 
m the agony a and deitht thrau. 1849 Robertson Serm. 
Ser. 1. xii. (1866) 210 The death-throes of Rome were long 
and terrible. 

0. a 2300 Cursor M. 26659 (Cott.) Quen ded thraus smites 
smert. 1535 Stewart Cron. Scot. III. 1x9 Sum in the deid- 
thraw la walterand in swoun. 2597 Montgomerie Cherrie 
<$• Slae 286 Like to an fische fast m the net, In deid-thraw 
vndeceist. 1645 Rutherford I'ryal $ Tri. Faith (2845) 
279 In the dead-throe. 18x5 Scott Guy M. ix. Ye maun 
come hame, sir, — for my lady 's in the dead-thraw. 2826 
E. Irving Babylon I. 11. 144 While it is the dead-throw, 
the last gasp and termination of life to the Papal Beast. 

b. fig. (Sc.) 2808 Jamieson s.v.. Meat is said to be in the 
deadthraw, when it is neither cold nor hot, _ 1822 Hogg 
Perils Man III. 116 (Jam.) One of those . . winter days 
when the weather is what the shepherds call in the dead- 
thraw, that is, in a struggle between frost and thaw. 

Deatkward (de-Jw§.id), adv. Forms: see 
Death. [See -ward.] In the direction of death, 
towards death, a. orig. To (one's) deathward =* 
towards one’s death. 

02430 Lydg. Bochas j. ix.J 1 544) 18 b, Kind [ = Nature] to 
his deathward . . doth him dispose, c 2440 Gesta Rom. xlvii. 
202(Harl. MS.), I sawe him go to depeward. 0x530 Ld. 
Berners A rth. Lyt. Bryt. (1814) 129 Ye shall not go to 
your dethward. 1876 Swinburne Erechth. 705 And wash 
to deathward down one flood of doom. 

/3. 2340 Hampole Pr. Come. 807 When he drawes to ded- 
ward. c 2400 Maundev. (Roxb.) xxi. 96 When Jaire frendez 
drawez to je deed ward, 
b. without to. 

1844 Mrs. Browning Poems , Lady Geraldine’s Courtship 
Concl. ix, So. .Would my heart and life flow onward, death- 
ward. 1887 Swinburne Locrine iv. i. 77 Our senses sink 
From dream to dream down deathward. 

Bea'tkwards f adv . ( adj .). [See -wards.] 

= prec. 

1839 Bailey Festus v. (1848) 12/1 All mortal natures fall 
Deathwards. 1880 R. Ii. H utton in Frasers Mag. May 
665 The ‘ life-wards ’ or * death- wards ’ tendency of our 
actions. 

Dea’tb -watrramt. Also 7-8 dead-. A war- 
rant for the execution of the sentence of death. 

_ 1692 Luttrell Brief Rel. (1857) II. 644 The dead warrant 
is come to the sheriffe of London for the execution of 13 of the 
late condemned criminally. 1757 Symmer in Ellis ( trig. 
Lett. 11. IV. 398 The Lords of the Admiralty, .signed the 
Dead Warrant appointing him to be shot. 2886 C. Bullock 
Queen’s Resolve 52/x Before Parliament relieved her of the 
necessity, she [Queen Victoria] bad to sign the death-warrant 
of all prisoners sentenced to suffer capital punishment. 
fig. 28x4 Scott Life of Swift Swift’s Wks. (1824) I. 250 It 
was her death-warrant. She sunk at once under the dis- 
appointment. 2874 Morley Compromise (1886) 232 An 
institution whose death-warrant you pretend to be signing, 
Beatk-watck (de-pjwgtj). Also 8 dead-. 

1 . The popular name of various insects which 
make a noise like the ticking of a watch, supposed 
by the ignorant and superstitious to portend death ; 
esp. the small beetles of the genus An obi urn, which 
bore in old wood, and a minute neuropterous insect 
Atropos pulsatorius, known as destructive to bo- 
tanical and entomological collections. 

1668 Wilkins Real Char. 11. v. § 2. 127 Sheathed Winged 
Insects. .That of a long slender body, frequent about houses, 
making a noise like the minute of a Watch. .Death Watch. 
2700 Astry tr, Saayed ra-Faxardo II, 385 The Death-watch 
Spiders spread their curious Hair. 1762 Goldsm. Cit. IV. 
xc, I listened for death-watches in the wainscot. 1828 Stark 
Elem. Nat, Hist. II. 272 Both sexes, in the season of love, 
have the habit of calling one another by striking rapidly 
with their mandibles on the wood . . This noise, similar to 
the accelerated beating, of a watch,., has' occasioned the 
vulgar name of Death-watch. ' 1881 Bksant &. Rice ChapL ; 
of Fleet I. 294 Last night'I heard the death-watch. : 

comb, 2710 E. Ward Brit, Hud. 60 Thy Melancholy Tick* 
That sounds, alas, so^ Death- watch like. 

2 . A watch or vigil by the dead or" dying. " ; ■ ■ 

Bea'tli-worm. 

fl. = Death-watch i. Obs . 

177Z Gent l. Mag. XLIII. 29.5 No ticking death-worm' told 
a fancied doom. 

2 . poet, A ‘ worm of death \ 

1821 Shelley Prometh. Unb. u. iv 16 How like death- 
worms the wingless moments crawl 1 2850. Mrs. Browning 
Romannt of Margret xxiv. Behold, the death- worm to his 
heart Is a nearer thing' than thou.' 

Dearth-worthy, a. Also 4 ded-. Worthy 
or deserving of death. 

■ a 1300 Cursor M. 1x967 (Cott.) Quat has It don Jis bodi, 
ded worjei to bet. 1532 More Confui. [ Barnes :vm, Wks. 
780/2 He was death worthy yt wythdrewe from god the 
mony which himself had giuen to" .god. ' 1^93 Shaks. Liter. 
'635 This' guilt would 'seem death-worthxe in thy brother. 
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1882 H. St. Clair Feilden Short Const, Hist. Eng. iv. 157 
One [of. Alfred's laws] makes treason deathworthy. 

Z)ea*til -wound* Forms : see Death ; for- 
merly also $, dedes-, death's-. A wound causing 
death, a mortal wound. 

1314 Guy Warw. lA.) 3490 Smite}? wij? swerdes & speres 
. .and 3if hem de)? wounde, c 1489 Caxton Sonnes of Aymon 
xxvi.562 He made him a grete wounde but no deed wounde. 
1793 Ld. Auckland Corr. (1862) III 122 Jacobinism is., 
more likely to receive its death- wound in the South of France 
than in Flanders. 1867 Smyth Sailor's IVord-bk ., Death - 
wound, a law term for the starting of a butt end, or spring- 
ing a fatal leak. 1879 Farrar St. Paul (x88 3) 3 The 
dealer of the death-wound to the spirit of Pharisaism was 
a Pharisee. 

jS. 13. . Cursor M. 7592 (Gdtt.) Mani fledd wid dedes 
wound [7/. r, de}>es wounde]. 1489 Caxton Chron. Eng. 
ccxliii. 290 There he caught deths wounde. 153S Bellen- 
den Cron. Scot. (1821) II. 465 Ane deidis wound in his heid, 
1667 Milton P, L . m. 252 Death his deaths wound shall 
then receive. 1763 Scrafton / rer&tstaw (177°) 43 Mustapha 
Caun . .received his death’s wound from an arrow. 
Beatliy (de-J)i), a. and adv. [f. Death 4 -Y.] 

A. adj , Of the nature or character of death ; = 
Deathly a. 3, 4. 

2801 [cf. Deathiness]. 1820 Shelley Witch Atl. Ixx, 
A mimic day within that deathy nook. 1823 Southey Tale 
of Paraguay iv, 38 A deathy paleness settled in its stead. 
1826 Black 10. Mag. XX. 665 The Raven dislikes all animal 
food that has not a deathy smack. 

B. as adv. To a degree resembling death ; — 
Deathly adv. 2. 

1796 Southey Ballads , Donica xx, Her cheeks were 
deathy white and wan. 1811 Shelley Moonbeam ii. 1 Now 
all is deathy still. 

t Bean’rate, a. Obs. [ad. L. dcaurdt-us, pa. 
pple. of dcaurare (late L.) to gild over, f. De- I. 3 
+ aurdre to gild, f. aurum gold.] Gilded, golden. 
c 1430 Lydg. Compl. Bl. Knt . Ixxxvi, And whyle the twy. 
lyght and the rowes rede Of Phebus lyght were deaurat 
a lyte. <71510 Barclay Mirr. Gd. Manners (1570) B iij, 
The tree of this science with braunches deaurate. 1599 
Nashe Lenten Stnjfe (1871) 57 Of so eye- bewitching 
a deaurate ruddy dye is the skin-coat of this landgrave. 
x6r6 Bullokar, Deaurate , guilded, glistering like gold. 
Deaurate (d*,§-r* t), v, ? Obs. [f. L. deaurat 
ppl. stem of deaurdre to gild : see prec.] Ira ns. 
To gild over. Hence Deaurated ppl. a, 

1562 Bulleyn BL Simples 95 a, Gofde is holsome to 
deaurate or gilde Losinges. 1603 H. Crosse < Verities 
Commw. (1878 54 To. . deaurate and guild ouer his spottes 
and sores with the tincture and dye of holynesse. 1656 
Blount Glossogr Deaurate , to gild or lay over with gold 
[also in Bailey (folio* and Johnson]. x 8 i 3 J. Brown 
Psyche 62 She . to illuminate his pen, A deaurated thought 
inspires, But instantaneously retires, 
lienee Deanra*fcion, the action of gilding. 

3658 Phillips, Deauration, a gilding over. 1706 _ — 
fed. Kersey', Deauration , a gilding, or laying over with 
Gold : Among Apothecaries, the gilding of Pills to prevent 
illTastes. 1721m Bailey. 1755111 Johnson; and mod. Diets. 

Heave (dzv), v. Now Sc. and north, dial. 
In 4-6 (9) dsve, (4-5 dewe), 6 Sc. deiv(e, 9 
deeve. [OE. dcafian in adeafian (/between vowels 
— v) to wax deaf. The trans. type *dlefan , *dyfan 
to make deaf, corresp. to Goth. (ga)daubjan. OHG., 
MHG. touben , fouben , Ger. (be)tduben, does not 
appear in OE., and the trans. seems to be an exten- 
sion of the intrans. use in ME. : cf. Deal* zl] 
fl. intr. To become deaf. Obs. rare. 

[<7 xogo Gloss, in Wr.-Wulcker 170/25 Obsurduit adeafede.} 
13. . in Pol. Met. 4* L. Poems 224 Hyse eres shullen dewen, 
And hiseyen shullen dymmen. 

2. trans. To deafen ; to stun or stupefy with noise 
(formerly also with a blow) ; to bewilder, worry, 
or confuse, esp. by f dinning* in one’s ears. 

<7 1340 Gaw. # Gr. /Cut. 1286 pe dunte ]?aC schul&e hym 
deue. a 1400 Cov. Myst. (Shaks. Soc.) 348 Wyttys ben 
revid, Erys ^ ben devid. c X420 A nturs of A rth. xxli, Alle 
the Duseperis of Fraunse [are] with your dyn deuyt. c 1470 
Henry Wallace x, 285 Dewyt with speris dynt. 2500 20 
Kennedie Piytingw, Dunbar 360 Thow devis the deuiil, 
thyne erne, wyth dyn, 1597 Montgomerie Cherrie <4 Slue 
671 He greuis vs and deues vs With sophistries and schiftis. 
1792 Burns Willie's Wife ii. She has . . A clapper tongue 
wad deave a miller. x8x8 Scott Hrt. Midi, v, Dinna 
deave me wf your nonsense. 1825 in Brockett, Deave . 
1874 Dasent Tales fr. Fjeld 31 It deaved one to hear. 1888 
SheffieldGloss., Deave, to deafen ; to embarrass, to confuse. 
Also in Glossaries of Horthumb., Cumbrld., Lane,, Cheshire, 
Cleveland, Whitby. 

Hence Dea-ving ppl, a, 

1832 Motherwell in W hist le-B inkle (Sc. Songs) Ser. 1, 
45 The deavin’ dinsome toun. 1883 Reade Tit for Tai l, 
in Harper's Mag. Jan. 251/2 A new peal of forty church 
bells, mounting, .from a muffin man's up to a deaving dome 
of bell-metal. 

Deave, obs, inflex, of Deaf a. 

Dea'vely, deafly, a. dial. [The form sug- 
gests derivation from Deaf (like goodly , sickly, 
weakly ), and the etymological sense may be 1 where 
nothing is heard, silent k] Lonely, solitary and 
silent, 

idxi Cotgr., Desole, desolate, deavelie, desart. Lieux 
destoumez . . deauelie habitations, solitarie lodgings, 1674-91 
Ray N. C. Words 14. Deafely, lonely, solitary, far from 
neighbours. 1855 Robinson Whitby Gloss., Deeaflyfot 
Deafly, lonely. ‘ They live in a far off deeafiy spot/ retired 
from all noise, secluded. 1884 Cheshire Gloss,, Davely, 
Deavely, Deafly, lonely. ‘ It's a davely road.' 


Hence Dea*veliness. 

x6xx Cotgr., Solitude, .lonelinesse . . want of compame, 
deauelinesse. Silence , a deauelinesse, or solitarmesse. 

Deavour, var. of Dever, Devoir. 

Deaw, -y, obs. forms of Dew, Dewy. 

*j- De-awa*rren, v. Obs. rare. [f. Warren : cf. 
de-afforest.\ - Diswarren. 

1727 W. Nelson Laws cone. Game (1736) 32 Deawar- 
rened, is when a Warren is diswarrened, or broke up and 
laid in Common. 

■f Deba'CCb-ate, v. Obs. rare , [ad. L. deoac- 
chdri , f. Bacchus', see De- 1-3*] T° ra S e or rave 
as a bacchanal. Hence f Debaccliatioii. 

1623 Cockeram, Debacchate, to reuile one after the man- 
ner of drunkards. 1633 Prynne Histrio-M. 1. vi. xii. (R,), 
Who defile their holiday with, .most wicked debacchations, 
and sacrilegious execrations. 1727 Bailey vol. II, Debac - 
citation, a raging or madness. <2x751 in Bp. Laymgton 
Enthus, Method. $ Papists (1754} HI. 93 Then failing into 
a Fit of Rage, Quarrelling, and Debacchation. 

Debace, obs. form of Debase. 

Debacle (d/ba*kT>. Also ddbacle. [a. F. dB 
bdete , vbl. sb. from dcbdcler to unbar, remove a bar, 
f. de~ = dcs- (see De- I. 6) + bdcler to bar.] 

1. A breaking up of ice in a river ; in Ceol. a 
sudden deluge or violent rush of water, which breaks 
down opposing barriers, and carries before it blocks 
of stone and other debris. 

1802 Playfair Illustr. Hutton. Th. 402 Valleys are so 
particularly constructed as to carry with them a still 
stronger refutation of the existence of a debacle. 2823 
W. Buckland Reliq. Diluv. 158 They could have been 
transported by no other force than that of a tremendous 
deluge or debacle of water. 1893 Daily Tel. 1 Feb., r Ihe 
debacle in the United States Telegrams state that 
the breaking up of the ice is being attended with great 
damage. 

2. transf and Jig. A sudden breaking up or 
downfall; a confused rush or rout, a stampede. 

1848 Thackeray Fan. Fair xxxii, The Brunswickers 
were routed and had lied. .It was a general dlbacle. 1887 
Graphic 15 Jan. 59/2 In the nightly de'bdcle [he] is often 
content to stand aside. 

f Dabaid. Sc. Obs. [Arising from mixture of 
abat'd, Abode with debate .] Delay, 

1373 Barbour Bruce x. 222 (Edinh. MSA Than Ronnok 
. .Went on hys way, but mar debaid [Camb. MS. abaid]. 
Deb ait, obs. be. form of Debate. 

Debar (cUbau), v. In 6-7 debarre. [a. F. 
dJbarrer , in OF. desbarer, to unbar, f. dcs- (sec De- 
I. 6) + barer, barrer , to Bar,] 

1. trans. a. To exclude or shut out from a place 
or condition ; to prevent or prohibit from (entrance, 
or from having, attaining, or doing anything), 

c 1430 Lydg. Flour of Cnrtesie (R.\ Man alone . . Con- 
strained is and by statute bound And debarred from all 
such pleasaunce. a 1557 Mrs. M. Basset tr. More's 'Treat. 
Passion Wks, 1394/1 Vtterlye to debarre from hearten all 
manky nde for euer. 1586 W. Wfbbk Eng. Poe trie (Arb.) 
39 Poetry is not debarred from any matter, which may be 
expressed by penne or speeche. 1624 Cait. Smith Vir- 
ginia v. 195 To debarre true men from comming to them 
for trade. 1633 T. Stafford Pac, Hib. ui, (r8ar) 243 His 
brother John was not debarred by the Law from the title, 
x 775 Johnson Tax. no Tyr. 42 The multitudes, who are 
now debarred from voting. 1867 Smiles Huguenots Eng. 
ix, (iSSot 144 The Huguenots were again debarred from 
holding public offices. 

b. const, of. (Cf. deprive off) arch. 

1541 Act 33 Hen. Fill, c. 6 Euery other person . . be 
vtterly excluded and debarred of their said suites. 1599 
Bp. Hall Sat. v, iii. 49 The thred bare clients pouertie 
Debarres th’ attorney of his wonted fee. 2670 Eachard 
Cont. Clergy 34 Shall we debar youth of such an innocent 
and harmless recreation f 0750 Shenstone Elegies xxii. 
41 Tho' now debarr’d of each domestic tear. 1822 H azlitt 
Table-t. Ser, 11. iii. (1869) 75 [To} debar themselves of their 
real strength and advantages, 
e. with double object. 

c 1600 Shaks. Sonn. xxviii, I, .That am debard the benefit 
of rest. 1630 Wadsworth Pilgr. viii. 83 My Pension, .was 
debarred me. 27x2 Hearne Collect. <Oxf. Hist, Soc.) III. 
413 He was afterwards deharr’d the Library. 2754 J. Hit* 
drop Miscell. Wks. II. 209 To debar h’m the prayers and 
Sacraments. 1863 H. Cox 'Insist* lit. iii. 619 Persons who 
profess the Popish religion or marry Papists are, by the Bill 
of Rights, debarred the Crown, 
t <L with infin. Obs . 

1600 Holland Livy xlii. xxv. 2x29 He was. .debaired to 
levie warre upon any confederate allies. 1655 Fuller Ch. 
Hist. iii. ii. § 3 Bishops, are. .debarred by their Canons to 
be Judges of Lay-Peers in like cases. 

fe. with simple object; To shut out, exclude. 
1593 T, Watson . Tears of F ancle xlix. (Arb.) 203 I f shee 
debarre it whither shall it go. x6ox Holland Pliny II. 
400 That vitall spirit which giueth life vnto ail things is 
debarred, stopped and choaked. 1647 H. More Song of 
Soul t u. iii. m. xlviii, Venus orb debars Not Mars, nor enters 
he with knocks and jars. 

2. To set a bar or prohibition against (an action, 
etc.) ; to prohibit, prevent, forbid, stop. 

1526 Skelton Magnyf. 61 Somwhat I could enferre, Your 
consayte to debarre. 2557 N. T. <Genev.) Matt. v. ■ 

All superfluous othes are vtterly debarred. 1597 Drayton '■ 
Mortimeriados 115 Seidome aduantage is In wrongs de- 
bard. 2628 T. Spencer Logkk 78 Even as the dore when 
it is shut, debarres. all entrance. ■ 2695 Woodward Hat. 
Hist, Earth in. i. (2723) 169 Its Egress [would have been} 
utterly debarr’d, a *848 R. W. Hamilton Few. «fr Punishm. 
viii. (1853) 4 or Adherence to such a speculation debars all 
'Christian fellowship. ■■ 2872 Jenkinson Guide Eng. Lakm 
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(1879) 73 At the head of the glen is a low height which 
appears to debar the passage, ... 

Hence Debarred ppl. a Debarring vbl. sb. 
and ppl. a . 

1640 O. Sedgwicke Christs Counsell 184 It is of singular 
good . . to a debarred person. 2604 Hieron Wks. I. 503 
A law for the debarring of young men from the mimstery. 
x6$6 Trapp Comm. Matt. vii. 8 The door of the tabernacle 
was not of any hard or debarring matter, but a veil. 2709 
W. Steuart Collect. $ Observ. Ch. Scot/, it. iv, § 14 (2802) 
89 The minister and Session having, .debarred persons from 
the Lord's Table . . this doctrinal debarring may fear such 
from partaking. ^ , 

f Deba*rb, v. Obs.~ 0 [f. De- II. 2 + L. barba 
beard.] ‘ To deprive of his beard * (J.). 

1727 Bailey vol. II, Debarbcd, having his beard cut or 
pulled off. 

Beba'rbarize, [De- II. i.] trans. To 
divest of its barbarous chaiacter, to render not 
barbarous. Hence Bebarbariza'tioa. 

2823 De Quincey Lett Education v. (i860! 103 Wherever 
law and intellectual order prevail, they debarbanze (if I may 
be allowed such a coinage) what in its elements might be 
barbarous. 1857 — * China Wks. .187.1. XVI. 241 No Asiatic 
state has ever debarbarised itself. 1885 G. Meredith 
Diana II. iii, 71 Before society can be emitted' it has to be 
debarbarized. 1848 Wiseman Ess. (i 853 HI. 4.7 To bring. . 
the blessing, not of civilization, but of debarbarizaiion. 
Debarcation, var. of Debarkation. 
f Beba*re, v, Obs . [De- II. 3.] trans . To 
strip down, make quite bare. Hence f Beba rod. 
ppl. a. So f Beba’re a., intensive of Bare a, 

1567 Drant Horace's A rte of Poetrie .A ij, An wooddes 
are made debayre of leaues by turnyng of. the yeare, e x6zo 
T. Robinson M. Magd, 223 Next her debared brests bewitch 


m ne eyes, 

Debargf© ; see next. 

DeBark (d/bauk), v. x Also 7 debarque, de- 
barg(e. [a. F. debarquer , f. di~ dcs- (see De- pnf. 
I. 6) + barque Bark sbJ, ship. .Cf* Dibbark* For 
debarging (quot, 1692) cf. Barge.] » Disembark, 


a. trans. 

x.654 H, L’Estrange Chas. / f'1655) 69 IJntilS be had 
debarqued ail his Horse. 1762 Genii. Mag, 4 The Dutch 
debarked 700 Europeans. x88o K* Johnston Land* Geog, 
91 A refuge at which the slaves captured, .were debarked, 

b, intr. 

1694 Luttrei.l Brief Rel, 1x857) III. 349 The forces on 
board are to debarque. 2883 Burton & Camekon To Gold 
Coast I. iii. 76 A strip of beach upon which I should prefer 
to debark. 

Hence Deba'rking vbl. sb. and ppl. a. 

2692 Luttrell Brief Fel. 12857) FL 483 To row the' new 
debarging vessells to Portsmouth, /bid* $05 Weil boates, , 
for debarging soldiers. 2867 Garfield in Century Mag, 
Jan. (1884) 410/1 Three cheers for the ship, answered by our 
debarking friends with three more. 

Debark (d/ba'ik), v.~ ran, ff. De- II. 2 4* 
Bark sbA : cf. Disbars,] trans* To strip of its 
bark, decorticate. Also Jig. 

* 744 - 5 ® Eu.ts Mod. limb. I v, Ui. 58 They d.e«bark their 
[hop! poles, that they may dry sooner, 2792 E. Darwin 
Hot. Hard. 1, Notes 114 To debark oak-tree* in the spring, 
2828 J. Brown Psyche 46 Let us exemplify the matter De- 
bark'd of scientific chatter. 


Debarkation (dibwk^'jan). Also debarca- 
tion. [f. Debark vd + -atiok.] The action of 
landing from a ship ; disembarkation. 

2756 Genii. Mag, XXVI. 324 They kept on tfirr guard, 
and prevented the intended debarkation, 1850 Memvm* 
Font. Emp. (1865) II, xvii, 248 The const ruction of the 
Roman galleys gave great facilities for debarkation. 2850 
Lew in Imuts. Brit. 8t So much controversy ha* been raised 
as to the place of [Caesar's 1 debarcation. 
Debarkment, rare . [f. as prec, + -mknt j 

cf. F. dbbarquemcnti\ ■* prec, 

274a Jarvis Qnix, 1, iv. xii. iX>,\ Our troop* ought to »• 
have met the enemy , .at the place of debarkment* 
Deba'rment. rare. f£ Debar p, 4 -meet.] 
The act of debarring or fact of being delmrm b 
<22655 Vines Lords Sufp, (1677D231 It may be a cause,, 
of his debarment. 2709 Rennet Erasmus m Folly m Add 
to this, .their debarment from all pleasures. ■ 1869 k- 
more LomalX (i88ci) 265 Thinking of my lad cleburnieist 
from the sight of Lornt, 

Debarrance (d/bS-rins). rare, [f. as prec. 4 
-ance.] The action of debarring ; spec, the formal 
debarring of unworthy communicants from the 
Lord’s Table by the ( fencing of the table * in 
Presbyterian churches; see Dxuahration* 

*862 J.^MacFailane Life G, Lamm is. (iS6t)'8i It Is 
doubtful if these * delmrranccs * (another name for this pecu- 
liar service) ever kept away one : who Intel . determined to 
communicate, 

Bebarrass (t!te*r£s) f v, [a. F, Matrass*r f 
t ’.<//-« de$» (see De-'L 6 ) 4 •ktrsasser In embar* 
rasser to Kmbarbasn.] trans. To disembanrawt ; to 
disencumber from anything that embarrasses, 

17% T, JsfFiiSQN' Writ. (28591 III. 97 So m to cleiarrass 
themselvei.of this, xyg* W» .Roberts' Lewker-m itfgp 1 . 
390 To dtdmrmm its motions, and to dKpkty its mttui tiem, 
1796 Ld. Sheffield in Ld. Auekhm t't i orn DL 

348 If the armies of France should be dvhnrrassetl from all 
other, enemies. 28.48 C. Mmmrn J, £yre x, I was debar- 
rw«d of intemiption, Reade Cir, JMmstom 26 5 

jean who debtrrassea her of certain wrappers, 

Debarra*tioii. rare. [I Debar v.i see 
-ATiON.j The action of debarring; » Dxba branch, 
288a G. W. Swtt Worship .Chi Scot, iii, io§ T’lits 
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DEBATE, 


address came to be popularly known as the Fencing of the 
Trirle .. its most prominent feature came to be a series of 
debarrations beginning thus: ‘I debar from the Table of 
the X^ord ’ such and such a class. 

Deba rrent. rare — 1 , [f. Debar v., after de- 

terrent^ etc.] Anything that debars. 

1884 Times 8 Aug. 4/6 The Chinaman generally does not 
indulge in beer or wine — a great debarrent being the cost 
when delivered from Europe. 

Debase (dzb^-s), v. Also 6 debace. [Formed 
in 1 6th c. from De- I. 1, 3 + Base v. [ : cf. Abase.] 
fl. traits. To lower in position, rank, or dignity; 
to abase. Obs. 

2568 Grafton Chron. II. 69 The king hath debased him- 
selfe ynough to the Bishop, Ibid. II. 75 Debasyng himselfe 
with great humilitie and submission before the sayde two 
Cardinalles. 1593 Shaks. Rick. II, m. iii. 190 Faire Cousin, 
you debase your Princely Knee, To make the base Earth 
prowd with kissing it. 1610 Healey St. Aug. Citie of God 
iii. xvi. (1620) 121 Brutus debased Collatine and banished 
him the city. 1648 Wilkins Math. Magick 1. i. 4 The 
ancient Philosophers . . refusing to debase the principles of 
that noble profession unto Mechanical experiments. 1671 
Milton Samson 999 God sent her to debase me. 1751 
Johnson Rambler No. 187 1*4 A man [in Greenland] will 
not debase himself by work, which requires neither skill nor 
courage. 1827 Pollok Course T. v, Debased in sackcloth, 
and forlorn in tears. 

t 2 . To lower in estimation ; to decry, depreciate, 
vilify. Obs. 

1565 T. Stapleton Forty . Faith 62 The Manichee . .would 
so extol grace, and debace the nature of man. 1600 Holland 
Livy ix. xxxvii. 341 Praising highly, .the Samnites warres, 
debasing the Tuscanes. 1704 J. Blair in W. S. Perry Hist. 
Coll. A mer. Col. Ch. I. 98, I have heard him often debase 
and vilify the Gentlemen of the Council, using to them the 
opprob[rlious names of Rogue, Rascal [etc.]. 1746 Her- 
vey Medit. (1818J 15 Why should we exalt ourselves or 
debase others ? 

3 . To lower in quality, value, or character ; to 
make base, degrade ; to adulterate, b. spec. To 
lower the value of (coin) by the mixture of alloy 
or otherwise ; to depreciate. 

1591 Spenser Tears of Muses, Urania iii, Ignorance.. 
That mindes of men borne heavenlie doth debace. 1602 
Fulbecke 1 St. Ft. Parall. 54 Or els it may be changed in 
the value, as if a Floren, which was worth 4 li to be debased 
to 3 li. 1606 State 'Trials , Gt. case of Impositions (R.', 
That these staple commodities might not he debased. 1751 
Johnson Rambler No. i 63 P 4 Words which convey ideas 
of dignity . . are in time debased. 1789 Trans. Soc. Encourag. 
Arts I. 16 Much of the Zaffire brought to England is mixed 
with matters that debase its quality. 1879 Froude Caesar 
xiii. 177 Laws against debasing the coin. 

Debased (dlbe'’$t\ ppl. a. [f. prec. + -ED 1.] 

1 . Lowered in estimation (obs.), in quality, or char- 
acter : see the verb. 

1594 Hooker Eccl, Pol. n. vii. (1611) 76 This so much 
despiced and debased authorise of man. a 1859 Macaulay 
Hist . Eng. V. 3 A debased currency. 1863 Fr. A. Kemble 
Resid. in Georgia 9 One of a debased and degraded race. 

2 . Her. Of a charge ; Borne upside down ; re- 
versed. 1864 in Webster. 

Hence &eb&‘sedness, debased character, 
a 1720 W, Dunlop in Spurgeon Treas. Dav. Ps. cxix. 
59 The folly and danger of sin, the debasedness of its 
pleasures. 1885 L. Oliphant Sympneumata xii. 189 The 
fettering debasedness of material cravings. 

Debasement (dfb^sment). [f. as prec. + 

-MENT.] 

L The action or process of debasing *, the fact or 
state of being debased ; lowering, degradation ; 
concr. anything wherein this is involved. 

x6oz Fulbecke 1st Ft. Parall. 54 If the debasement were 
before the day of paiment the debtor may pay the det in the 
coin embased. 1641 Milton Reform. 11. (1851) 37 The 
Primitive Pastors of the Church . . avoiding all worldly 
matters as clogs .. and debasements to their high calling. 
1776 Adam Smith W. N. i. xi. fx868 > I. 205 The great debase- 
ment of the silver coin, by clipping and wearing. 1835 Lytton 
Rienzi 1. viii, I weep for the debasement of my country. 

f 2 . Abasement, Obs. 

2593 Nashe Christ's T. (16x3) 32 It is debasement and 
a punishment to me to inuest and enrobe my selfe in the 
dregs and drosse of mortality, a 17s x Ken Man. Prayers 
Wks. (18381 388 With what debasement and dread ought 
I to appear before thy awful presence. 1855 Milman 
Lat. Chr. (1864) IV. vn. ii. 102 The history of Henry’s 
debasement. 

Debases? (dzb^-snr). One who debases, 

x6xx Cotgr., Abbaisseur, 'an abaser, debaser .. humbler, 
bringer downe of. 1621-31 Laud Serm. (1847) 102 To 
punish the debasers of ‘justice’. 1794 Sir W. Jones 
Laws of Menu ix. 258 Debasers of metals. 1805 J.' Cart- 
wright State of Hatton x. 53 A debaser of the character of 
our nation. 18(47 R. E. Tvrwhitt Serm. II. 378 The 
debasers of baptism. : 

f Deba'sn, v. Obs. nome-wd. [£ De- I, i, 3 + 
Bash v. ] To abash. 

16x0 Niccols England s Eliza Induct. (N.\ But sillie I. . 
Fell prostrate down, debash’d with reverent shame. 
Debash, var. of Dubash Anglo- fnd., interpreter. 
Debasing (cl/b^*siq), vbl. sb. [-ingL] The 
action of the verb Debase. 

1891 Athenaeum 3 Oct. .448/1 'In the fatal debasing of the 
coinage. 

Deba*smg, Ppl a. [-ing 2 .] That debases. 

177$ in 'Ash. "1837 Hr. Martineau Soc. A mer. Ill, 191 
The. misery of a debasing pauperism. 1876 J. H, Newman 
Hist. Sh. 1, 1. iv. 198 Mahometanism, .is as .debasing, .as it 
is false. 


Hence Deba*singly adv. 

1847 in Craig. 1892 Harper's Mag. Nov. 946/r It indi- 
cated more ignorance of what is debasingly called Life than 
knowledge of it. 

t Deba'SUre* Obs. rare ~ K [See -ure.] De- 
basement. 

1683 Cave Ecclesiastici 207 To propound a place that might 
look like a debasure and degrading of him. 

Debatable (dfh^Habl), a. Also 7-9 debate- 
able. [a. OF. debatable (Cotgr.), debattable , f. 
debat(f)~re + -able : med. (Anglo-)L. debalabilisl] 

1 . Admitting of debate or controversy ; subject to 
dispute; questionable. 

2581 Mulcaster Positions iii. (1887) 11 The difference of 
opinion is no proufe at all, that the matter is debatable. 
1685 Lond. Gaz . No. 2031/2 A Committee for considering 
the debateable Elections. 18x7 J. Scott Paris Revisit . 
(ed. 4) 201 Observations on certain debateable points. 1883 
Froude Short Stud, IV. 11. i. 177 Doctrines, which degraded 
accepted truths into debatable opinions. 

2 . esp. Said of land or territory, e.g. on the border 
of two countries and claimed by both : applied to 
lands on the borders of England and Scotland, esp. 
a tract between the Esk and Sark, claimed (before 
the Union) by both countries, and the scene of 
frequent contests. 

[1453, 1532-2 See Batable.] 1492 in Rymer Fasdera XII. 
467/2 Terras debatabiles ibidem adjacentes. 1536 Bellenden 
Cron. Scot. (1821) 1 . 162 Gret contentioun betwix the Scottis 
and Pichtis, for certane debaitabill landis, that lay betwix 
thair realmes. 1549 Compl. Scot. viii. 74 Neutral men, lyik 
to the ridars that dueilhs on the debatabil landis. 1604 
< title ), A Booke of the survaie of the debatable and border 
lands. 2609 Skene Reg. At aj. 11 Quhither the defender 
hes any other land in the towne, quhere the debatable land 
lyes, or nocht. ^ 1777 Nicolson & Burn Hist. Westm . <$* 
Cutnb. I, p. Ixxii, Tne Debateable Land, .became a further 
bone of contention between the two snarling parties, c 1800 
K. White Lett. (183 7) 338 The debateable ground of the 
Peloponnesians. 1820 Scott Abbot ii, The Graemes who 
then inhabited the Debateable Land. 2838 Thirlwall 
Greece III. 129 Guarding a debatable frontier, 
b. fig. Of regions of thought, etc. 

1814 Chalmers Evid. Chr. Revel, i. 31 Christianity is now 
looked upon as debateable ground. 1870 Farrar Fam. 
Speech iv. (1873) 1x8 The. .debateable lands of the separate 
linguistic kingdoms. 

fB. as sb. The Debatable Land (on the border 
of England and Scotland : see 2 above) ; also pi. 
the residents on this land (sometimes debatablers). 

1551 Edw. VI Lit. Rem. (Roxb.) II. 389 The lord Max- 
well did upon malice to the English aebatables overrun 
them. Ibid. 390 Then shal the Scottis wast their debat- 
ablers, and we ours. Ibid. 407 The commissionars for the 
Debatable. 1568 in H. Campbell Love-Left. MaryQ. Scots 
App. (1824) 15 The contraversy yerely arising by occasion 
of certain grounds upon the frontiers in the East Marches, 
commonly called the ‘ Threap-land or 1 Debatable’. 

Debate (dfb^’t), sbX Also 4-5 debaat, 4-6 
debat, 5-6 Sc. debait. [ME. debat, a. F. debat 
(13th c. in Littre) -Pr. debat , It. dibatto, Romanic 
deriv. of the verb : see Debate 77.1], 

1 . Strife, contention, dissension, quarrelling, 
wrangling ; a quarrel. At debate ; at strife, at 
variance. Obs. or arch. 

a 1300 Cursor M. 9684 (Cott.) Bituix mi sisters es a debat. 
1340 Hampolk Pr. Consc. 3473 To accorde Jxam bat er at 
debate, c 1386 Chaucer Friar’s T. Prol. 24 Ye schold 
been heende And curteys..In company we wol haue no 
debaat. 2481 Caxton Godfrey clxxix. 263 Whan, .alle the 
debates [had ben] appeased that were emong them. 1535 
Coverdale Luke xii. 5x Thynke ye that I am come to brynge 
peace vpon earth—I tell you nay but rather debate. 1536 
Bellenden Cron. Scot. (1821 > J. 61 Thus rais ane schameful 
debait betwix thir two brethir. 162a Rowlands Knaue of 
Harts 24 To . . set good friends and neighbors at debate. 
2715 Pope Iliad iii. 321 To seal the truce and end the dire 
debate. 1882 J. Parker A post. Life 1 . 238 The spirit of 
debate is opposed to the spirit of love. 

comb, c 2440 Promp. Parv. 1x5 Debate maker, or baratour, 
incentor. 

+ b. Physical strife, fight, conflict. Obs. 

25. . Felon Sowe Rokeby in R. Bel] A nc. Poems Peasantry 
(1857b Hee wist that there had bin debate. _ a 2533 L». 
Berners Gold. Bh. M. A uret. (1546) R v b, Their debate was 
so cruell, that there was slaine v. capitaynes. 2590 Spenser 
F. Q. 11. viii, 54_The whole debate, Which that straunge knight 
for him sustained had. 

f e. To make debate ; to make opposition or 
resistance. Obs. 

C X350 Will. Palerne 4380 J?e werwolf was. ful glad of 
Williams speche..And made no more debat in no maner 
wice. 1500-20 Dunbar Freris of Berwik 535 Se this be 
done and mak no moir debait, c 2565 Lindesay (Pitscottie) 
Chron. Scot. (2728) to Or else, if they made no debate, 
without consideration and pity would cut their throats, 

2 . Contention in argument ; dispute, controversy; 
discussion ; esp. the discussion of questions of 
public interest in Parliament or in any assembly, 
2393 Gower Conf. III. 348 Tho was betwene my prest and 
me Debate and great perplexete. a 1450 Knt. de la Tour 
(1868) 21 He is of highe wordes. . wherfor y praie you. .that 
ve take no debate with hym. 2548 Hall Chron. 288 b, 
Wherefore the Commons after long debate, determined to 
send the speaker of the Parliament to the kinges highness. 
2562 T. Norton Calvin's Inst. iv. 56 If there happen debate 
about any doctrine. 1640 in Rusbw. Hist. Coll. 12692) in. 
I. 58 Thursday next is appointed for the Debate of the New 
Canons, 2727 S wi ft Gulliver n. iii, 1x9 After much debate, 
they concluded unanimously that [etc.], 2774 J. Bryant 

Mythol. II. 431 Sor-Apis had another meaning : and this 


was the term in debate. 2855 Macaulay Hist. Eng. IV. 155 
An account , . which gives a very high notion of his talents 
for debate. 2883 Gilmour Mongols xvii. 207 Difficulties . . 
welcomed rather as subjects for debate. 

b. (with a and//.) A controversy or discussion ; 
spec, a formal discussion of some question of public 
interest in a legislative or other assembly. 

C2500 Three Kings Sons 95 ThLse debates that were made, 
of good wille, and by noon hate. 2648 Dk, Hamilton 
in H. Papers \ Camden) 245, I shall not trouble your Lo. 
now with the debats. 2709 Steele Tatler No. 17 Pi 
A full Debate upon. Publiek Affairs in the Senate. 1880 
M Garth y Own Times IV. lxii. 391 The debate, which 
lasted four nights, was brilliant and impassioned. 

•j* 3 . Fighting for any one, defence, aid, protection. 
Sc. Obs. rare. ^Cf. Debate v. 3.) 

1582 Sat. Poems Reform, xliii. 61 Quha findis hir [Dame 
Fortune’s] freindship of fauour hes aneuch..How far may 
Darius bragge of her debait ! 

t Deba’te, sbA Obs. [f. Debate vA] Lower- 
ing ; depreciation ; degradation. 

c 1460 Sir R. Ros La Belle Dame 456 in Pol. Rel. <§• L . 
Poems 67 Yf a lady doo soo grete outrage to shewe pyte, 
and cause hir owen debate. 

Debate (d/be“t), v} Also 4 debat, 6-7 Sc. 
debait. [a. OF. debat -re, in Pr. desbaire , debatre , 
Sp. debatir, Pg. debater , It. dibattere , f. Romanic 
batt-ere to fight (see Abate, Combat), with L. 
de-, occasionally replaced in Rom. by des - ; the 
sense is rather from L. dis- : cf. discuss, dispute . ] 

■f 1 . intr. To fight, contend, strive, quarrel, 
wrangle. Obs. 

C1340 Cursor M. 5913 iTrin.) For he wol pus debate on 
me I shal him drenche in J? e ® ee « c 2386 Chaucer Sir 
Tkopas 157 His cote-armour . . In which he wold debate. 
2490 Caxton How to Die 9, I wyll not debate ne stryue 
ayenst the, 2530 Palsgr. 508/1, I debate, I stryve. .1 wyll 
nat debate with you for so small a mater. 2590 Spenser 
F. Q. 11. i. 6 Well could he tourney, and in lists debate. 
2665 Manley Grotius' Low C. Warres 592 The Spanish 
General . . together with his Officers, debate of the right 
thereof against all force. 

fig. 1393 Gower Conf. II. 300 What shame it is to ben 
unkinde, Ayein the which reson debateth. <ri6oo Shaks. 
Sonn. xv, Wastefull time debateth with decay To change 
your day of youth to sullied night. 

2 . trans . To contest, dispute ; to contend or fight 
for ; to carry oil (a fight or quarrel). Obs. or arch. 

c 1489 Caxton Blanchardyn xxiii. 79, I haue debated fr 
quarelle ayenst the god of lone. 1597 T. Beard Theatre 
Gods Judg, (1612) 486 As though they would debate a 
privat quarrell before bis presence. 1697 Dryden AEneid 
(T.), They see the boys and Latian youth debate The martial 
prizes on the dusty jslain. 1823 Scott Rokeby 1. xvi, In 
many a well debated field. 2838 Prescott Ferd. 4* Is. (1846) 
I. Introd. 12 The cause of religion was debated with the 
same ardour in Spain, as on the plains of Palestine. 

+ 3 . To fight for, defend, protect; also absol. 
(for refi.) to defend oneself. Sc. Obs. 

2500-20 Dunbar Poems xxi. 32 Is non so armit in-to plait 
That can fra truble him debait. 2536 Bellenden Cron. 
Scot.. fi82i) I. 46 The residew .. fled to the montanis ; and 
debaitit thair miserabill liffis . . with scars and hard fade. 
Ibid. I. 60 Exercit in swift running and wersling, to make 
thaim the more abill to debait his realme. a 1605 Mont- 
gomerie Devotional Poems vi. 64 Then prayers, almes- 
deids, and tearis..Sall mair availl than jaks and spearis. 
For to debait thee, a 1605 Pol wart Fly ting w. MonU 
gomerie 745 Now debate, if thou dow* 

4 . To dispute about, argue, discuss ; esp . to dis- 
cuss a question of public interest in a legislative 
or other assembly. (With simple obj. or obj. clause.) 

c 2340 [see 5]. <21439 m Warkworih's Chron. (Camden) 
Notes 60 The wyche comyns, after the mater debatet.. 

g *awntyt and assentyt to the forseyd premisses. ^2489 
axton Blanchardyn xxviii. 203 This matere . . they sore 
debatyd emonge them self by many & dyuerse oppynyons. 
1550 Crowley Inform, Petit. 2 Most weyghty mattiers 
. . to be debated . . in this present Parliament, 1590 Shaks. 
Com. Err. in. i. 67 In debating which was best, wee shall 
part with neither. 2653 Walton Angler ix. 42 The ques- 
tion has been debated among many great Clerks, 178a 
Priestley Corrupt. Chr. I. iv, 392 It was debated in the 
Greek Church. 1874 Green Short Hist. viii. § 7. 533 The 
Lords debated nothing but proposals of peace. 

h. intr. To engage in discussion or argument ; 
esp. in a public assembly. Const, upon, on, of. 

2530 Palsgr. 508/1 They have debated upon this mater 
these fiftene dayes. 1548 [see Debating vbl. sb.}. 2592 

Shaks. x Hen. VI, v. i. 35 Your seuerall suites Haue bin 
consider’d and debated on. 2655 Fuller Ch. Hist.y. iii. 
§ 60 To |p*ant or deny them [Convocations] Commission to 
; debate of Religion.'' 1828 DTsraeli Chas. I, I. xi. 307 The 
Commons. . debated in an open committee on certain parts 
of these speeches. 2835 W. Irving Tour Prairies 283 
Beatte. .came up while we were debating. 

5 . irans. To discuss or consider (with oneself 
or in one’s own mind), deliberate upon. 

c 1340 Gaw. Sf Gr. Knt. 2279 Debetande with hym-self, 
quat hit be my^t. 2530 Palsgr. 508/1, I wyll debate this 
mater with my selfe, and take counsayle of my pylowe, 
c 2530 H. Rhodes Bk. Nurture 570 in Babees Bk. (2868 1 98 
Be not hasty, auns were to giue before thou it debate. 2623 
Conway in Ellis Orig. Lett. 1. Ill, 255 These' tender. con-, 
sidemtions. .his Majestic debated some dayes. ''.'2859 Ten- 
nyson Enid 1215 Enid. .Debating his command of silence 
given.. Held commune with herself. 

b. intr. To deliberate, consider (with oneself). 
*593 [see Debating vbl. sb.]. 2599 Shaks. Hen. V, iv. i. 31, 

: ' I' '.and my Bosome must debate awhile, y 2652' Hobbes 
; Leviath. n, xxix. 168 From this false doctrine, 'men' are dis- 
posed to. debate with themselves, [etc.], : 2733 Swift Poems* 


DEBATE. 

On Poetry y A founder’d horse will o it debate Before he 
tries a five-barr’d gate. 1870 Morris Earthly Pur. 1 . 1. 371 
She sat, Debating in her mind of this and that. 

II quasi -passive const. : debating stands for a-de- 
bating = in debate, i. e. the vbl. sb. preceded by 
prep, a- — on, in. 

1682 D’Urfry But legs Ghost 149 What cursed Case is 
now debating? 1788 Mrs. Hughes. Henry § l sab. I. 86 
This subject was still earnestly debating. 

t Debate, vP Obs. [app. f. De- I. 1, 3 + 
Bate, aphetic f. Abate.] 

1 . tram. To abate ; to beat down, bring clown, 
lower, reduce, lessen, diminish. 

c 1450 St. Cuthbert (Surtees) 4727 f>ai . . prayed for par- 
douneof b at attaynt, pair inysdede to debate. 1513 Douglas 
JEneis xin. iii. 35 Thir Rutilianys. ..Gan at command debait 
thar voce and ceis. c 1537 Thersiies in Hazl. Dodsley I. 
414, I will debate anon, .thy bragging cheer. 1564 J. Ras- 
tell Con/itt. Jrnells Serin. 56 That body, which was. . 
with fast debated. . 

b. To depreciate, decry; = Debase 2. 

1598 Grenewey Tacitus ” Ann. vi. viii. (1622) 134 The 
Parthian put his souldiers in mind of . the renowned nobility 
of the Arsacides : and. .debated Hiberius as ignoble. 

O. To subtract, take away, (absol. in quot.) 

1658 A. Fox Wurtz' Surg. xx. i, 48 To debate from the 
one, and to add to the other. 

2 . ifitr. To abate, fall off, grow less. 

a 1400-50 Alexander 2506 (Dubl. MS.) pe more I meng 
our maieste be more it debates, c 1450 St. Cuthbert (Sur- 
tees) 2548 j?e werkenes of hir sekenes with in Began to 
debate and blyn. 1586 W. Webbe Eng. Poe trie (Arb.) 94 
Artes..when they are at the full perfection, doo debate and 
decrease againe. 1657 Tomlinson Remit's Disp. 113 The 
strength of the symptoms being debated. 

Debateable : see Debatable. 

+ Deba'tefol, a. Obs . [See -ful ] 

1 . Of persons: Tull of strife, contentious. 

1491 Caxton Pitas Pair. (W. de W. 1495) 11. 279 b ft Men 
full of noyse & debatefull 1SS7 P.aynkl Barclay's Jugurth 
Biij, Sowers of dyscord and debatful. 16x1 Cotgr., Litu 
gieux. .litigious, debatefull, contentious. 

2 . Of things : a. Pertaining to strife or conten- 
tion; b. Controversial, contentious. 

1580 Sidney Arcadia (1622) 4x2 Her conscience . . stfl 
nourishing this debateful fire. 1587 Fleming Contn. Holin - 
shed III. 1320/2 In the trial! of this debatefull question. 
Hence + Deba*tefnlly adv. 

16x1 Cotgr., Contentieusemenl, contentiously.. debate- 
full v» with much wrangling. 

f Debasement V Obs. [a. OF. debatement 
(later debasement), f. debat-re + -ment.] 

1 . The action of debating ; debate, controversy, 
discussion, deliberation. 

1536 Articles about Relig. Pref. 16 Our bishops . . as- 
sembled . . for the full debatement and quiet determination 
of the same. 1586 A. Day Eng. Secretary 1. (16251 ir The 
matter required! long debatement. 1602 Shaks, Ham. v. 
ii. 45 Without debatement further. 1641 Milton Reform, i. 
(1851) 5 A serious question and debatement with my selfe. 

2 . Contention, strife, rare— 1 . 

1590 Spenser F. Q . il vi. 39 He with Pyrochles sharp 
debatement made. 

t Debasement 2 . Obs. rare— l . [f. Debate 
v 2 + -ment.] = Abatement. 

c 1530 Bale K. Johan (Camden) 75 Sir, disconfort not, 
for God hath sent debatementes. .From thys heavye yoke 
delyverynge yow. 

Debater (d/b£**tei). In 5 -our. [a. AF. de- 
latour *0 OF. debateor , -eur, agent-n. f. debat-re to 
Debate vi 1 : see -er a 3.] 

f 1 One who contends or strives ; a quarrelsome 
or contentious person. Obs. 

1388 Wyclif Rom. i. 30 Detractouris, hateful to God, 
debateris, proude. 14x3 Lydg. Pilgr. Senate iv. xxxv. (1483) 

83 Fyghters and debatours. c 1440 Capgrave Life St. 
Kath. iv. 1519 A fals tray tour, .debater and robbour. 

2 . One who takes part in debate or public dis- 
cussion ; a disputant, controversialist. Often, one 
skilled in debate, an able disputant 
1593 Shaks. Lucr. 1019 Debate where leisure serves with 
dull debaters, a 1773 Chesterfield (T.), It is only know- 
ledge and experience that can make a debater. 1823 Byron 
Juan xi il xx, The Lord Henry was a great debater, So 
that few members kept the house up later. 1848 Macau- ' 
lay Hist. Eng. II, 61 1 Their debates lasted three days.. 
Sir Patrick Hume was one of the debaters. 1887 Westm. 
Rev. June 277 Mr. C. is a debater. 

Debating (d£U?Hiq), vbl. sb. [-ing T] The 
action of Debate vb.i ; discussion ; deliberation. 

1548 Hall Chrcn. no After long debatyng, the Commons 
concluded to graunte .its. of the pound. 1593 Shaks. 
Liter. 274 Then childish feare auaunt, debating die. *733 
Berkeley Alciphr. iv. § 2 The end of debating is to per- 
suade.. : 1845 S. Austin Ranke's Hist, Rtf'. II. 71 After 
a great deal of debating a resolution was passed, 

b, attrib ,, as in debating society, a society i 
whose members meet for practice in debating. 

174* A then. Lett. (1792) II, x8, I find myself in such 
a debating humour, that you must indulge me, 1793 Genii. \ 
' ■ Mag . LX 1 1 , 11. 1 T46 Proceedings .. . with respect to a' debating- ! 
society at the house formerly the King's Arms tavern, .in 
CornhilL 1808 Med. Jrnl. XIX. 445 lb answer every base 
attack on Vaccination, in Newspapers or in Debating Socie- 
ties. 1857 Buckle Civiliz, I, vii. 394 In the middle of the 
1 8th century debating societies sprung up among trades- 
men, 1885 Leeds Mercury 24 June 4/4 The new Govern- 
ment will be. .weak in debating power. 

Debasing', ppl. a. [-ing 2 ,] That debates: 
see Debate vA 
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1702 Rowe Tamerl. 1. ii. 665 Debating Senates.^ 1749 
Deity y A Poem 30 As just the structure, and as wise the 
plan, As in the lord of all-debating man 1 
lienee Deb&'tixigffy adv. iare~°. * 

1847 in Craig. , 

fDeTba*tive, a. Obs. rare. [f. Debate vJ + 
-ive. Cf. Ob. debat if (14th c. in Godef.).] Re- 
lating to, or of the nature of, debate or discussion. 

x6o6 G. W[oodcocke] tr. Ivstine 25 b. They were driuen 
into a debatiue meditation. 1642 Fuller Anew. heme 14 
If this decisive faculty, after the debative had passed upon 
the sence of the Law, were not some where resident in 
the Government. ^ 

t Defoa*t0US, a. Obs. rare. [f. debat, Debate 
sb. + -ous. (Possibly in AF.)] Quarrelsome, con- 
tentious. 

1483 Cath. Angl. 92 Debatouse, contensiasus. £*1520 
Treat. Galaunt u86o) 14 Aduenture and angre ben aye so 
debatous. 

Debancll (d/bp'tf), v. Forms: 6- debauch; 
6-7 (9 Sc.) debosh, 7 debaush, debauscli, de- 
bosche, 7-8 deboash, 9 Sc. debush. [a. (c 1600) 
F. debauch- er, in OF. desbaucher ( 1 3- 1 4th c.) to 
entice away from the service of one’s master, 
seduce from duty, etc.^ Of obscure derivation. 
The original pronunciation a ter modern F., and 
its gradual change, are seen in the spellings debosh , 
debausky deboach , debauch riming in 1682 with 
approach : see the sb. See also Deboise. 

F. dibaucker is, according to Lit t re and Hatzfeld, derived 
from a sb. bauche, of which the precise sense and origin 
are according to the latter unknown ; according to the former 
it = ‘ a place of work, workshop *, so that desbaucher would 
mean orig. ‘to draw away from the workshop, from ones 
work or duty* : so Diez. Cotgr. has bauche^ ‘course of 
stones or bricks in building baucher * to chip, hew, or 
square timber, etc.; also to ranke, order, array, layeuenly *; 
hence desbaucher might primarily mean ‘ to disorder, bring 
into disarray or disorder*. 'The sense ‘draws, way from service 
or duty' appears however to be the earliest in French, though 
that of * corrupt had also been developed before the word 
was taken into English.] 

f 1 . trans. To turn or lead away, entice, seduce, 
from one to whom service or allegiance is due ; 
e.g. soldiers or allies from a leacler, a wife or 
children from husband or father, etc, (Usually 
with the connotation ‘lead astray, mislead’.) 
Rarely with against. Obs. 

«i595 Sir R. Williams Actions Low C. (r6r8) 5 (T.)That 
Count Egmont would be deboshtd from them by the Spanish 
instruments. 1614 Lodge Seneca 49 Not to have such 
a woman to his wife that was not debauched from her 
husband. 1677 G. Hickes in Ellis Orig. Lett. n. IV. 42 
To debauch the military and gentry, .from their duty to his 
Majesty. 1697 Dryden Fire. Past. Pref. (1721) 1. 8o He 
who had the Address to debauch away Helen from her 
Husband. 1703 Eng. Theophrast. 72 Money debauches 
children against their parents. 17x2 Arbutiinqt John Bull 
iv. i, He had hardly put up his sign, when he began to 
debauch my best customers from, me. 1754 Humf. Hist. 
Eng. I. xvi. 2i r He debauched prince John from his allegi- 
ance. 1765 Goldsm. Ess. Taste Wks.jGlobe) 315/2 Thus 
debauched from nature, how can we relish her genuine pro- 
ductions ? 

fib. To entice, seduce, or gain over to a party 
or course of action, or to do a thing. Obs. 

1667 Pepys Diary 3 July, Two young men whom one of 
them debauched by degrees to steal their fathers' plate and 
clothes. 1694 Col. Rec. Pennsylv. I. 459 The five Indian 
nations wer now debauched to the french interest. 1765 
Goldsm. Ess. Taste Wks. (Globe) 313/2 Hence the youth 
of both sexes are debauched to diversion. 1797 Burke 
Regie. Peace iv. Wks. IX. joo Their amity Is to debauch us 
to their principles. 

t C. (Without const) To seduce from allegiance 
or duty, induce to desert ; to render disaffected ; 
to pervert or corrupt in regard of allegiance or 
duty to others. Obs. (exc. as merged in the more 
general sense of a,) 

1623 Favine Theat. Hon , x. iv. 25 To debosh and corrupt 
the subjects. 1651 Evelyn Mem. (1857) I, 285 Mr. John 
Cosin, son of the Dean, debauched by the priests. *691 
Luttrell Brief Rel. (1857) II. 204 Persons dispersing 
Tyrconnells declarations to debau* h our soldiers. *7x2 
Arbuthnot John Bull m. App, i, If a servant ran away. 
Tack had debauched him. 1741 Middleton Cicero I. ». 126 
His army.. . debauched by his Factions officers. 1807 Pi kb 
Sources Mississ. n. App. 51 The Spaniards were making 
such great exertions to debauch, the minds of our savages. 
*8x8 Jas. Mill Brit. India L hi. iv. 584 To betray their 
master and debauch his army. 

2 . To seduce from virtue or morality; to per- 
vert, deprave, or corrupt morally; esp. to corrupt 
or deprave by intemperance, or sensual indulgence. 

1603 Florid Montaigne (16x3) 536 (Td Young men, such 
as I imagine to be least debaushed and corrupted by 111 
examples. x6xx Cotgr., Desbaucher y to debosh , . seduce, 
mislead ; make lewd, bring to disorder, draw from, goodnesse. 
a: 1665 J. Goodwin Filled w. the Spirit (1867) 40 Though 
Paul had been a grievous sinner, .yet he had not debauched 
his conscience, a 2694 Tillotson (J.), To debauch himself 
by intemperance and brutish sensuality. 1728 Cat. Rec. 
Pennsylv. III. 47 The young men , . had been lately so 
generally debaucht with Rum. 2745 Fielding, True Patriot 
Wks. 1775 IX. 311 For fear of enervating their minds and 
debauching their morals. x8x6 J. Scorr Vh. Paris (ed, 5) 
133 ^ If a father debauches his children, is his. family likely 
to be noted for subordination and respectability? 1829 
Lyttqn Dmereux 11. ii, Their humour debauches the whole 
moral system. 187$. Proude Csesar xil 263 The' seat of 
justice has been publicly debauched. 


DEBAUCH. 

b. To seduce (a woman) from chastity. 

(Closely related to 1 : see quots. 1614, 1697 there; but 
eventually also associated with the notion ‘corrupt \s 
x7ix Steele Sped . No. 151 ft A young lewd Fellow., 
who would . . debauch your Sister, or lie with your Wife. 
xnat Boswell Johnson 20 Mar. an. 1776, An abandoned 
profligate may think that it is not wrong to debauch my 
wife. 2817 W. Skiavyn Law Nisi Prim sed.^) 11 . 1039 
A compensation in damages for debauching his daughter, 
1843 James Forest Days II. iii, Debauching a country girl. 

3 . To deprave, vitiate (the taste, senses, judge- 
ment, etc.). 

(In first quot. perhaps = mislead, fig. of ic.) 

[1635 Cowley Davideis in. 700 Her Pride debauch’d her 
Judgment and her Eyes.] 1664 Kyklyn Sylva (1679) 28 
Acorns were heretofore the food of Men. .till their luxurious 
palats were debauched, x686 Plot Staff crash. 151 Most 
other animals are nicer in their Senses (having no. way 
debauch’t them) than Mankind is. 1720 Berkeley Print. 
Hum. Knmol. § 123 A mind not yet debauched by learning. 
2794 Godwin Cal. Williams 52 Having never been de- 
bauched with applause, she set light by her envn qualifica- 
tions. 1805 Med. Jrnl XIV. 379 A person, whose under- 
standing has not been debauched by superannuated pre- 
judice. *8x6 Scott A nth/, xiii, They debauch the spirit of 
the ignorant and credulous with mystical trash. 

f 4. To vilify, damage in reputation; to depre- 
ciate, disparage. Obs. 

x6ox Shaks. Alls Welt v. iii. 906 He’s quoted for a most 
perfidious slaue, With all the spots a* tlr world tuxt and 
debosh’d. x6^a Hevwood said Ft* Iron Age iv, Wks. 1H74 
III. 396 Whilst Cethus like a forlorn© sliadowe walkes 
Dispishl, disgrac’t, neglected, and debosh t. a *659 Osborn 
Misc.y Pref. f 1673) Qq ij b, 1 1 is contrary to my own Aphorism 
to debosh what I present, by saying it was writ before .1 was 
Twenty. 

t b. To damage or spoil in quality. Obs. (Cf. 

Deboibt 2.) 

1633 True -Trojans iv. iii. in Had, Dodsley ft !. 512 Last, 
year nis harks and galleys were debosh *d ; This year they 
sprout again. 

f 5. To dissipate, spend prodigally, squander, 

1632 [see Deboise v.]. *637 50 Row Hist. Kirk (1849) 

419 To. .give them in rent more thousands «t.o delwh and 
mispend) nor honest men hes hundreds* *649 Li*. Fmiitoin 
M. P. Brown Sufipl. Dec is, (1826) 399 Since her husband 
had dehausched all, and left nothing to her, 

6 . intr. (formerly ref.) To indulge to excess in 
sensual enjoyment, esp. that of eating and drinking; 
to riot, revel. ? Obs. 

1644 Evelyn Mem. (1857) I. 73 Which catwes the EnglLh 
to make no long sojourn here, except sucli m can drink 
and debauch. 1087 Montague & Prior Hintttf i*. 7 'mnsv. 
Aiv, ’Tis hard to conceive how any man could’ censure the 
Turks for Gluttony, a People that debauch in Coffee. 
x6B? Minutes Kirk Session m McKay Hist. Kilmarnock 
(x88o* m Such as they find drinking there, or in any way 
deboshing. j.703 Savage Lett. Antimis .evii, More, 
proper for you, than to debauch with Sicilian Whir, 1719 
jTUkfky Pills (1872) I. 355 We, to grow, hot, delimit 
ourselves In. Beef. *732 Law Serious C. xhi, 203 ’That 

he neither drank, nor debauched; hut was sober and regular 
in his business. 18®$ Jamieson, To debosh > to indulge one** 
self in the use of any thing to excess; as ten, snuff, fat, 
fig. *74* MawuiNt.Tk. viiL §57 Hatred her brothel has, 
as well as love, Where horrid epicures debauch in blood* 
Hence Debaue-hing vbl. sb. and ///. a. 

164.5 Milton Tetrackordm t. (1851)217 A most negligent 
and. debaushing tutor. .1660 — Free Comnm. 428 To the 
debauching of our prime Gentry both Male and Female, 
x66a Petty Taxes $ Contrib, 48 If we should think it 
hard to glue good necessary cloth, for debauching wines. 
Debauch sb. (Also 7 deboach.) 

fa. F. debauchee f. dibaucker to Debauch. For 
the phonology, etc., see the verb.] 

I, 1. A bout of excessive indulgence in sensual 
pleasures, esp. those of eating and drinking, 

*603 Florid Montaigne 488 My debauches or excei*e* 
transport me not much. x$ 6 t l*kr\» Diary' 3 Apr., My 
head akeing ail day from last night** debauch. ■ x6Sa N. O. •• 
Boileau's I.uirin in. sox Snoring after late I hhmt ttfs* 
Nor dreamfst what mlscnief now thy Head appmauiits, 
*737 L. Clarke Hist. Bible {1740! I I. xil 714 Extravagant 
and beastly debauches* ' ¥$39^40 W, Irving R, 

(185,5) x«S The dissolute companions of hit delmscW. *874 
Green . Short Hist, iii, § 3, 'Iht fever,, was inflametl by 
a gluttonous debauch. 

2, The practice or habit of such indulgence; tie* 
bauchery. 

1673 Diyden Marr. & /«. Mode iv, i, Ma«|«er»;le k 
Vigor-mask in debauch. 1-699 — Ep. to J, / Hgdm 73 The 
-fir, Ht physktatts by debauch were, made. 1784 CmirndTask 
iv. 470 A whiff Of stale delattdt* forflHS wing fr jiii the 
styes That kw hat licensed, *874 Butttitts Self 1 hit. 
74 All debauch is incipient suicide* 

3. imasf and fig. 

*67*. Maivell, Mek, Tramp. .*, 4* He iyti.oat into 
..afttriptis Debauch, and breaks the Windows. lyxo-StiAWKm 
Advice to A. utkorn. § a (R.) Thro” petulancy, or debauch .of 
humour, ffSSp. Hums Ess. fa. Treat, (ty/j) I, 14I The gentle 
Damon, .inspires us with the same happy debauch of fancy 
by which he is himself transported, *873 Imwmll Among 
my B'ks. Ser. il 195 Such. % debauch of initial assonances, 

f II. 4. « Debauchee. Obs. [perh. for F* 
ham hi, through the pi in */x.] 
x68x:-Guinvill Rammmmm it. .(* '45® A. greater 
charge' against thes* (tuibhling Bebaticltes, ■ Jm- Cab- 

lisik Fortune- Hunters 6 He grew the Debauch of the 
Town, ijm D*Urfxy Pills IV, 319 When De* 

bauches of both From erepL 

f Defea-ircii, €©"bam#li f a. Obs. f nerb. ad. F. 
dibauchi t with -e mute, or ^corruption 0 ! dtb&utht , ] 
* Debauched, (Ch Dkbaochnesb.) 
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2616 R. C. Times' Whistle v. 1758 Mock them as ctespisde 
And debaush creatures. 

Debauchable (d/bp'tjabT), a. [-able.] That 
can be debauched. 

2865 Mill in Morn. Star 6 July, To spend 10,000/. in 
corrupting and debauching the constituents who are de- 
bauchable and corruptible. 

Debauched (dfbg-tJY) , ppl. a. [f. Debauch v., 
or immed. after ¥ .debauche, with native ending -ED.] 
Seduced or corrupted from duty or virtue ; depraved 
or corrupt in morals ; given up to sensual pleasures 
or loose living ; dissolute, licentious. 

1598 Florio Suiato. .Also an vnthriftie, careles, debaucht 
or mislead man. 1624 Capt. Smith Virginia iv. 167 To 
rectifie a common-wealth with debaushed people is impos- 
sible. 1647 _R. Stapylton Juvenal 18 Whose debauchter 
face and miene disclose His mind's diseases. 1653 Hol- 
croft Procopius 1. 4 He . . made love to other mens wives, 
and was extreamly debaucht. _ 1790 Pennant London (1813) 
259 Bartholomew-fair, .becoming the resort of the debauched 
of all denominations. 1796 H, Hunter tr. St. -Pier re's 
Stud. Nat. (1799) II. 4Q5 The money of strangers dis- 
appears, but their debauched morals remain. 1864 Kings- 
ley Rom. Sf Tout. ii. (1875) 46 Decrepit and debauched 
slave-nations. 

Bebairche&ly, adv. [-LY 2.] In a debauched 
manner. 

1644 Bp. Hall Rem , Wks. (1660) 133 If I see a man live 
debauchedly in drunkennesse [etc.]. 1663 Cowley Of 

Liberty, To live, .desperately with the bold, and debauch- 
edly with the luxurious. 

Bebau'cheduess. [-ness.] The state or 
quality of being debauched. 

1618 Mynshul Ess. Prison 29 By being giuen to drunken- 
nes or whoring . . or by any other debauchednes. 1660 
H. More Myst. Godl. in. xi. 79 Cybele , mater Deorum , 
the celebration of whose Rites had so much villany and 
debauchedness in it. 1837 New Monthly Mag. XLIX. 
168 Strange pranks of humorous debauchedness. 

Debaucb.ee (debpfr). Also 7 deboich.ee, 8 
deboshee ; also debauchd(e. [a. F. dcbauchd 
debauched (person'!, sb. use of pa. pple. of dS- 
baucher to Debauch. In 17th and 18th c. also de- 
bo ichee, deboshee : cf. Deboisk, Deboshed.] 

One who is addicted to vicious indulgence in sen- 
sual pleasures. 

a 1661 Holyday Juvenal 81 Cicero, describing the de- 
bauchees [printed -oesj of his time, says they were vino 
languid i. 1665 Pepvs Diary 23 July, If lie knew his son 
to be a debauchee (as many and most are now-a-dayes 
about the Court). 1677 B. Riveley Fun. Serin. Bp. of 
Norwich 14 A great Deboichee. 1741 tr. D'A r gens' Chinese 
Lett, xxxiii, Perhaps if the People could be Deboshees 
and Gluttons with Impunity, they would not be more sober 
there than in Europe. 1751 Johnson Rambler No. 174 r 9, 

I never betrayed an heir to gamesters, or a girl to de- 
bauchees. 188a Farrar Early Chr. I. 67 No man is more 
systematically heartless than a corrupted debauchee, 
b. attrib. 

1768-74 Tucker Lt. Nat. C1852) I. 262 A debauchee 
physician. 2863 Sat. Rev . 15 Mar. 305 A debauchee peer. 

Debaucher (d/bp-tjbi). [f. Debauch v. +■ 
-ERb] One who debauches; a corrupter or se- 
ducer. 

2624 B. Jonson Barth. Fair v. vi, Thou strong debaucher 
and seducer of youth. 1670 G. H. Hist. Cardinals 1. n, 47 
A continual Swearer and Debaucher. 2737 Blackwall. 
Sacred Classics I. 399 ( f.) Insidious undenniners of chas- 
tity, and debauchers of sound principles. 2828 Scott F. M. 
Perth xx, Destroyers of men, and debauchers of women. 
Debaucbery (diTbp'tJsn). Also 7 debauskery, 
deboshery, deboicbery. [f. as prec. + -ery.] 

1. Vicious indulgence in sensual pleasures. 

1643 Milton Apol, Sweet. (1851) 309 What with truanting 
and debaushery. 2647 R* Stapylton Juvenal 146 Those 
that excuse youth’s deboichery. c 2665 Mrs. Hutchinson 
Mem. Col. Hutchinson R*\ The nobility and courtiers, who 
did not quite abandon their debosheries. 2737 De Foe 
Syst. 'Magic 1. i. (1840) 13 Noah himself., fell into the de- 
baucheries of wine. 1838 Thirlwall Greece IV. 109 Un- 
worthy favourites, the companions of his debaucheries. 
1842 Elphinstone Hisf.Ind.il. 155 He was., fond of 
coarse debauchery and low society, 
f 2. Seduction from duty, integrity, ' or virtue ; 
corruption, Obs. 

2713 Stef.le Guardian No. 17 f 8 To contrive the de- 
bauchery of your child. 2753 Johnson Rambler No. 189 
T* 6 There are men that boast of debaucheries of which they 
never had address to be guilty, 2790 Burke Ft. Rev. 78 The 
republiek of Paris will endeavour to compleat the debauchery 
of the army. . 2863 M. Cox Instit. 1. viix 99 In no case was 
an' election questioned oil' account of treating, or, as it was 
then called, debauchery at elections. 

Debauchment (d/hgrijment), ? Obs. Also 7 
-bamh.-, -bosh-, [a. F. debazichement ■ (in Cotgr. 
des-), f. debaucher to Debauch : see -scent.] 

1. The action or fact of debauching or corrupting ; 
seduction from duty or virtue, 

2606 'Daniel Queen's Arcadia 1, iv, These strange de-. 
baushments of our nymphes. 2612 Cotgr., Deshauckement , 
a deboshement. ■ 2625 \V\ B. True School War 64 He first 
outraged them by the debauchment of their Councellors 
and subjects, 2685 South Serw. (1843) 1 1 * xvit. 282 A cor-, 
ruption and debauchmem of men's manners, 

^ 2. Debauched ■ condition ; ' debauchery ; a de- 
bauch." : 

: 1623 Bp, Hall Quo Vadis ? § 10 They are grown e to' that 
height of debauchment as to hold 'learning' a shame to 
nobility. 2629 Earls ’Microcosm,,. Honest Fellow (Arb.) 
20a A good 'dull vicious fellow, that complyes- well with 
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the deboshments of tbe time. 2658 Cleveland Rustic 
Rampant Wks. (16S7) 506 There is a Proneness in unruly 
Man to run into Debauchments. 

t Debau/clmess. Obs. rare. [f. Debauch a. 

+ -ness, or corruption of debauchednes$C\ De- 
bauchedness. 

1640 Quarles Enchirid. iv. xeix, Let him avoyd De- 
bauchnesse. 2650 Arnway Alarm 215 tT.) Their throats 
to drunkenness, gluttony, and debauchness. _ 1659 Gauden 
Tears of Church 390 Occasioned, yea necessitated, by their 
own debauchnesse and distempers, 
f Debaurd. Obs. [properly dehor d, a. F. debord. 
Cf. Debord vJ] Departure from the right way ; 
excess. 

2672 Annand Myst. Pie fat is 118 (Jam.) Which verily is 
the ground of all our sinful debaurds. 

Debayre, Debefe: see Deb are a Langdebefe. 
f Deb el, -ell, v. Obs. [a. F. debell-er (Oresme, 
14th c.), ad. L. dcbellai'e to subdue in fight, i. de- 
down + belldre to war.] trans. To put down in 
fight, subdue, vanquish ; to expel by force of arms. 
Hence f Debelling vbl. sb. 

2555 Abp. Parker Ps. cviii, 320 He our foes shall sone 
debell, a 1564 Becon Pleas, New Nosegay Early Wks, 
(1843) 202 Humility . . debelleth and valiantly overcometh 
the enemy of all grace. 1586 Warner Alb. Eng. n. viii, 
Spanish Cacus..W horn Hercules from out his Eealme de- 
belled at the length. 2652 Howell Venice 42 This, .made 
him more illustrious than by debelling of Afric. 2672 
Milton P. R. iv. 604 Him long of old Thou didst debel, 
and down from Heav’n cast. 1825 Hogg Queene Hynde 202. 

f Debellate, v. Obs . [f. L. debelldt- 7 ppl. 
stem of debelldre : see Debel and -ate.] = Debel. 
Hence t Debellating vbl. sb. 

2622 Speed Hist. Gt . Brit. ix. xii. 138 Though in two or 
three battles inferior, yet not to haue beene clearely debel- 
lated. a 1626 Bacon Holy War (J.), The extirpating and 
debellating of giants, monsters, and foreign tyrants. 

+ Debella'tion. Obs. [n. of action f. L. de- 
belldre : see prec. and -ation.] The action of 
vanquishing or reducing by force of arms ; con- 
quest, subjugation. 

2526 St. Papers Hen. VIII, I. 180 The debellacion of the 
Thurkes, enemyes of Christes feith. 2533 More [title). The 
Debellacyon of Salem and Bizance. 2627-77 Ffxtham 
Resolves 1. lxxvii. 218 We often let Vice spring, for wanting 
the audacity and courage of a Debellation. 1653 T. Adams 
Serin. Ps. xciv. 19 Wks. (1862) III. 282 An insurrection 
and a debellation ; a tumult and its appeasement. 1830 
Fraser's Mag. I. 748 The internecine and flagrant debella- 
tion which I have had with. .Sir James Scarlett, 
t DebeTlative, a. Obs. rare — K [f. as prec. 
+ -ive.] Tending to overthrow or reduce by war. 
(In quot. ‘(mutually) destructive*.) 

1652 Biggs New Disp. p 199 Warres of debellative con- 
traries. 

t Bebella'tor, Obs. rare— 1 , [a. L. debellator , 
agent-n. f. debelldre .] A subduer, vanquisher. 

2723 Swift Char, of Steele Wks. 1814 VI. 2x6 (Stanf.) 
Benold . . the terror of politicians 1 and the debellator of 
news-writers ! 

+ BebeTlish, v. Obs. rare . [f. De- I. 6 + 
-hellish in Embellish : cf. Bullish v.] trans . To 
rob of beauty, disfigure. 

1610 G. Fletchf.r Christ's Viet. (1632) 59 What blast 
hath thus his flowers debellished ? 

De bene esse : see De i. 

Debenture (d/be’ntiui). Also 5-7 debentur, 
6-7 deb enter. [In early use debentur, stated by 
Blount in 1 7th c. to be the L. word dcbenHtr ‘ there 
are due or owing*, supposed to have been the 
initial word of formal certificates of indebtedness. 
This is, from the early use of the term, probable ; 
though no actual examples of documents contain- 
ing the Latin formula have been found.] 

1 . A certificate or voucher certifying that a sum 
of money is owing to the person designated in it ; 
a certificate of indebtedness. 

a. A voucher given in the Royal household, the 
Exchequer or other Government office, certifying 
to the recipient the sum due to him for goods sup- 
plied, services rendered, salary, etc., and serving as 
his authority in claiming payment. A principal, 
application of the word during the 17th and 18th 
centuries was to the vouchers given by the Ordnance 
Office in payment of stores. 

c 2455 in Poston Lett. No. 264 I. 364 Owyng to the seyd 
Fastolf for costys and chargys that he hare when he was 
Lieutenant of the towne of Harfiew in Normandie [2415], 
as yt shewith by a debentur made to the seyd Fastolf, 
with hym remaynyng . . Cxxxiij/f. vjr. viijqf. Ibid. 366 
Certeyn debentur conteynyng the seyd sommes. 2469 
Mann. f Housed, Exp. 537 Item, my master hath de* 
lyvered ij. debentures in the name of Norres, one of viij. 
marces fore fyshe, and nodere of vij. marces. a 1483 Liber 
Niger in Honsek, Ord. 66 That none other person make 
suche debentures or bylies but the Clerkes of the self 
offyee* so that they re wry ting and hand may be certaynly 
knowne to them that pay in the county ng house. 2526 
Ibid. 236 The clerke of the office [Accatrie] shall make out 
debentures to the parties of whom such provision is made , 
which he shall present into the Compting-house within two 
dayes after. 2567 R. Edwards Damon # P. in HazL 
Dodsley IV, 78 Let us rifle: him so ..And steal away his 
debenters [for coal delivered to the king's kitchen] too. 
2666 W. Fielding Petit, in xoih Rep. Hist . MSS. Comm. 
App. v. 6 Before he gives debentures unto your petitioner 
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for what creation-mony fell due unto your petitioner's said 
father. 2682 Land. Gaz. lAo. 1689/4 Two Debenters were 
lost .. One for Nine Months . . for the Sum of 37/. xos. 
The other for Six Months. . for 25/. 2697 A ct 8-9 Will. Ill, 
c. 27 (For better observation of ancient course of the Ex- 
chequer) No Teller . . shall Trust or Depart With such 
Money, .without an Order or Debenture for the same. 2702 
Lond. Gaz. No. 3698/4 Lost .. an Irish Transport Deben- 
ture, No. 292, made out the_ 20th of August, 1695, to 
Richard Haynes, for the Service of the Ann Ketch. 1708 
J. Chamberlayne St. Gt. Brit. 1. 11. xii. (1743) 101 The 
chief Clerk [of the Kitchen] keeps all the Records, Ledger 
books, and Debentures for Salaries, and Provisions and 
Necessaries issuing from the Offices of the Pantry, Buttery, 
and Cellar. 1730-6 Bailey (folio). Debenture [in the Ex- 
chequer and King's House), a Writing given to the Servants 
for the Payment of their Wages, etc. 2837 Penny Cy cl. 
VIII. 340/2 Debentures .. are in use now in the receipt of 
Exchequer and Board of Ordnance, and it is believed in 
the king’s household. 

fb. spec. A voucher certifying to a soldier or 
sailor the audited amount of his arrears for pay: 
see quot. 1674. Obs. 

This was a regular feature of 17th c. army organization; 
such certificates, issued 4 upon the public faith of the king- 
dona', were given to the Parliamentary Army during tire 
Civil War, app. from November 1641 onwards, and similar 
bonds were also given in subsequent reigns ; in some cases 
these certificates were secured upon and redeemed in for- 
feited land, esp. in Ireland. 

2645 in Rushw. Hist. Coll. iv. I. 17 That particular Com- 
mittee which are appointed to . . take In your Aecompts, arid 
pay you part of your Arrears at present, and for the rest 
you are to have a Debentur upon the Public Faith of the 
Kingdom. 1647 Tkotnasson Tracts { Br. Mus.) CCCXIV. 
No. 26. 2 Very sensible . . how tedious . . it is for soldiers 
after disbanding to get their particular aecompts audited, 
and debenters for arrears. 2672 Petty Pol. Anai. (1691) 
6 m The Debentures of Commission Officers, who serv’d 
eight years till about December 1649, comes 10 7,800,000/. 
2674 Blount Glossogr. (ed. 4), Debentur ( tbe third person 
plural oidebeor to be due or owing! was by a Rump-act 
of 1640 cap. 43. ordained to be in the nature of a Bond 
or Bilf to charge the Common- wealth to pay the Souldier- 
creditor or his Assigns, the sum due upon account for his 
Arrears. 1698 Farquhar Love 4 Bottle 1. i. 8 The mer- 
ciful bullet, more kind than thy ungrateful country, has 
given thee a Debenture in thy broken leg, from which 
thou canst draw a more plentiful maintenance than I with 
all my limbs in perfection. 1756 Genii. Mag. XXVI. 392 
In Limerick, a county, of which the greater part was.. in 
the possession of families whose ancestors were adven- 
turers in the reign of Q. Elizabeth, or had got debentures 
under Oliver Cromwell. 

c. At the Custom-hoiise : A certificate given to 
an exporter of imported goods on which a draw- 
back is allowed/or of home produce on which a 
bounty was granted, certifying that the holder is en- 
titled to the amount therein stated. 

See M. Postletii waite, Diet. Trade # Commerce 1751 
-66, S.V., for full account, and * forms of several kinds of 
debentures '. 

2662 Act 14 Chas. II, c. ii § 14 The Moneys due upon 
Debentures for such forein Goods exported by Certificate. 
1704 Diet. Rust., Debenture .. as most commonly used 
among Merchants is the allowance of Custom paid inward, 
which a Merchant draws back upon exportation of that 
Commodity, which was formerly imported. 1712 Act 9 
Anne , c. 23 Any Certificate or Debenture for Drawing back 
any Customs or Duties. 1763 Genii. Mag. Apr. 185 Without 
any suspicion of fraud, a debenture was granted, and a 
clearance made to Rotterdam, where a certificate was ob- 
tained for landing so many casks of rice. 1889 Whitaker's 
Almanac s. v. Excise, Stamps , 'Taxes, Debenture or 
Certificate for drawback, or goods exported, etc., not exceed- 
ingjCxo..is. 

fd. trans/. An acknowledgement of indebtedness 
by a corporation, private person, etc. Obs. exc. as 
in 3. 

1583 in Picton L* pool Mimic. Rec. (1883) I. 98 The said 
stipend paid at Hahon is iiij u xvij^v't Deducted viz. 
ffirst for a Debenter xlj' 1 Postage iiij* x 1 [etc.]. 1615 

Sir R. Boyle Diary < 2 886) I. 85, I cleared all aecompts 
with Justice Gosnold and took in his debenter. 1654 Gayton 
Pleas. Notes nt. iv. 94 An Accessary, , in all the pilferings, 
Hedge-robberies, Debenturs at Inns, and Farrier scores. 

t ©. ftg. Acknowledgement of indebtedness ; 
obligation ; debt. Obs. 

2609 Hey wood Brit. Troy xvi. ix, His Throne he fils 
Twenty foure y cares, then pays his last Debenter [rime ad- 
uenter] To Nature. 1658 Osborn A dv. Son . 1673) 38 If you 
consider beauty alone, quite discharged from such Debent ur’s, 
as she owes to the Arts of Tire-women, Taylers, Shoomakers 
and perhaps Painters. 1694 Steele Poet. Misc. (1714) 40 
You modern Wits.. Have desperate Debentures on your 
Fame ; And little would be left you. Fin afraid, If all your 
debts to Greece and Rome were paid. - 

+ 2 . A certificate of a loan made to the government 
for public purposes, a government bond bearing 
annual interest. Obs. 

The 'first .quot. connects this with sense/ 2 ;/ it 'refers' to 
government debentures given to the inhabitants of Nevis 
and St. Christopher’s to recoup them for losses sustained 
from the invasions of the' French.'-' 

2720 Act 9 Anne. c. 23 Which Debentures shal( be signed' 
by the said Commissioners of Trade, and Plantations . . and 
shall bear interest for the Principal Sums to be contained, 
after the • Rate of Six Pounds ' per Centum per Annum. 
1756 Nugent Gr. Tour, France IV. 7 Vast sums are levied 
by raising and lowering the coin at pleasure, by compound- 
ing debentures and government- 1 ills, and by other oppres- 
sive methods. ' .1810 4 Pi-iocion ’ Opinions on Public Funds 8 
If legal paper such as state debentures or bills had, in 1790, 
been of ten os fifty times' their' then '.magnitude. Ibid, 
o Give me a state debenture or an exchequer, bill. 1822 
WetenhalLs Course of Exchange .22 ■ Oct., Irish Funds*- 
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Government Debentures, 3$ per cent. 1813 Act 53 Geo. ZZT, 
c. 41 An Act for granting Annuities to satisfy certain Ex- 
chequer Bills, and for raising a Sum of Money by Deben- 
tures for the Service of Great Britain. 

8. A bond issued by a corporation or company 
(under seal), in which acknowledgement is made 
that the corporation or company is indebted to a 
particular person or to the holder in a specified 
sum of money on which interest is to be paid until 
repayment of the principal. 

Not occurring in the Companies Clauses Consolidation 
Act of 1845, but used shortly after in connexion with the 
loans raised by Railway Companies and the like, the name 
being evidently taken from sense 2. The tennis in general 
use, especially for those bonds by which public companies 
raise money at a fixed rate of interest, with a prior charge 
on the assets of the company or corporation issuing them. 

Mortgage debenture : a debenture the principal of which 
is secured by the pledging of the whole or a part of the 
property of the issuing company. 

1847 East Ind. Railway, Deed of Settlement 9 Apr., 
Debenture, bond, Bill of Exchange, Promissory note, or 
other Security. 1858 Simmonds Diet. 'Trade , Debenture . . 
The term has now got to be applied to rail way companies’, 
municipal, and other bonds or securities for money loaned. 
1801 Larceny, fyc, Act 24-25 Viet. c. 96 § 1 The term., 
valuable Security shall include . . any Debenture, Deed, 
Bond, Bill, &c. 1863 Fawcett Pol. Econ . in. xv, 18G5 

Mortgage Debenture Act 28-29 Viet, c.78 An Act to enable 
certain Companies to issue Mortgage Debentures founded 
on Securities upon or affecting Land. /bid. % 26 Kvery Mort- 
gage Debenture . . issued by the Company shall be a Deed 
under the Common Seal of the Company duly stamped. 
1887 C'hitty in Law Rep. 36 Chanc. Div. 215 The term de- 
benture has not, so far as I am aware, ever received any 
precise legal definition, /bid. 215 In my opinion a deben- 
ture means a document which either creates a debt or 
acknowledges it, and any document which fulfils either of 
these conditions is a 1 debenture ’ . . It is not either in law or 
commerce a strictly technical term, or what is called a term 
‘of art*. 

4 . attrib. and Comb., as + debenture goods, f lands, 
debenture-holders ; debenture-bond, a bond of 
the nature of a debenture ; = Debenture 3 ; de- 
benture*' stock, debentures consolidated into, or 
created in the form of, a stock, the nominal capital 
of which represents a debt of which only the interest 
is secured by a perpetual annuity. 

1736 Bp. Wilson in Keble Life xxvn. (1863I 903 Shipping 
tobacco and other debenture goods into the running wher- 
ries. 1742 Francis Horace n vli. (RJ, Yet, prithee, where 
are Caesar’s bands Allotted their debenture-lands? 1863 
Act 26-7 Viet. c. 118 § 24 The Interest on Debenture Stock 
shall have Priority of Payment over all Dividends or Interest 
on any Shares or Stock of the Company, whether Ordinary 
or Preference or guaranteed, and shall rank next to the In- 
terest payable on the Mortgages or Bonds for the Time being 
of the Company. 1866 Spectator 1 Dec. 1331 That faith 
stands already pledged to the existing debenture-holders, 
who lent their money on the security of a legislative Act. 
1870 Daily News 22 Nov , Vice-Chancellor Malins. .in the 
claim of the holders of debenture bonds issued by the Im- 
perial Land Company of Marseilles . . decided that , . the 
bonds in question were virtually promissory notes, and 
that the holders were consequently entitled to recover in 
full. 1887 Pall Mall G. 8 June 12/1 It is proposed to 
create ;£ 285,000 Six per cent. Debenture stock, or rather 
more than the existing debentures of the company. 1893 
Midi. Rati. Circular Dec. 30 They all benefited .. by con- 
solidation into one uniform 3 per cent. Debenture Stock. 
Bebeutured (clfbemtiuid), a. [f. prec. 4- -ed.] 
Furnished with or secured by a debenture. Beben- 
lured goods : goods on which a custom house de- 
benture for a drawback, etc., is given. 

1805 J. Stephen War in Disguise 60 (L.) Official clearances 
were given, in which no mention was made that the cargo 
consisted of bonded or debentured goods. 

Deberry, dial. var. of Dayberry, gooseberry. 
Debet(e, obs, f. Debit ; var. Debite Obs. 
t De-beth, v. 3rd pers. sing. Obs. App. an 
adaptation of Latin debet owes, oweth. 

1481-90 Howard Honseh. Bks. (Roxb.) 423 And so de- 
beth to hym sty lie xx.li. 1532 Croscombe Churchm. Acc. 
(Somerset Record Soc.) 40 John Bolie for pewter vesseils 
debeth ix d . /bid. 41 Thos. Downe debethunto the chyrch 
for the rentte for the lamp viiK 

Debile (de'bil), a, Obs. or arch. [a. F. debile 
(i4-i5th c.), ad. L. debt l- is weak, orig. wanting in 
ability or aptitude, f. de- (De- 1 . 6) + habilis, Able, 
apt, nimble, expert, etc.] Weak, feeble, suffering 
from debility. 

1536 Latimer Serm. § Rem. (1845) 372 He being so debile, j 
so weak, and of so great age. 1599 A. M. tr. Gabelkouer's j 
Bk. Pkysicke iio/iSo debile, and ieble of stomacke. 1607 j 
Shaks. Cor. 1. ix. 48 For that 1 haue not . . foyl’d some | 
debile Wretch. 1659 Baxter Key Caih. xliii. 308 Where j 
the fact or Proposition from the Light of Nature is more 1 
debile. 1788 May in Pettigrew Life of Lettsom (1817) III. 
278 She . . was still very restless, and extremely debile, 
1802 Med. Jrnl. VIII. in Causes, which induce a debile ■; 
frame. 1890 E. Johnson Rise of Christendom 158 In the ,j 
form of a very debile old man of 202 years, 

b. B&t. * Applied to a stem which is too weak 
to support the weight of leaves and flowers in an 
upright position * (Syd. Soc. Lex.). 

Bebrlitant, a. and sb. [a, F. dMlitant or 
ad. L. dehilitant-em, pr. pple. of debilitare : see 
Debilitate v.) 

A. adj. Debilitating. B. sb. Med. (See quot.) 
*857 Dunguson Diet. Med. s.v. Debilitant, Amiphlogis- 
tics are, hence, debilitants. : . 1882 Syd. Soc. Lex., Debili - . . 


fonts, remedies or means employed to depress the powers 
of the body, such as antimony and low diet. 

t Debilitate, ct. Obs. [ad. L. dehihtdt-us , 
pa. pple. of debilitare.') Enfeebled ; feeble. 

2553 Huloet, Debilitate, or feble, or wythout synnowes, 
eneruis, 1737 H. Bracken Farriery Zmpr. (1757) H* 4 1 
Help and strengthen the Part that is debilitate. ■ 

Debilitate (d/bi'lit<?'t), v. [f. L. debilitate, 
ppl. stem of debilitare to weaken, f. deb ills weak.] 
trans. To render weak ; to weaken, enfeeble. 

1533 Elyot Cast. Helthe (1541) 46 a, Immoderate watch 
..doth debilitate the powers animall. 1541 Paynel Ca- 
tiline xlv. 71 To debylitate and cutte asunder theyr en- 
deuoir and hope, a 1625 Beaum. & Fl. Faithful Friends 
v. ii, If you think His youth or judgment .. Debilitate his 
person.. call him home. 1717 Bullock Woman a Riddle 
1. i. 8, I am totally debilitated of all power of elocution. 
17x5 Leo*i Palladia' s Arckit. (1742) I. 57 The Sun shining 
..would be apt to heat, debilitate, and spoil the Wine or 
other Liquors. 2829 I. Taylor Entkus. ix. 233 Whose 
moral sense had been debilitated. 1871 Napiieys Prev . g 
Cure Dis. 1. i. 45 A feeble constitution, which he further 
debilitated by a dissipated life. 

fb. Astro/ Cf. Debility 4 b. Obs. 
a 1625 Be a VM. & Fl. Bloody Bro. iv. ii, Venus, .is., clear 
debilitated five degrees Beneath her ordinary power. 

Debilitated, ppl, a. [f. prec. + -ED 1 .] En- 
feebled ; reduced to debility. 

1611 Cotgr., Debilite, debilitated, weakened, enfeebled. 
1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. 1. i. 3 Their debilitated 
posterity. 1803 T. Beddoes Hygeia ix. 173 Those who 
exact efforts from the debilitated. 1841 Brewster Mart. 
Sc. vi. (1856) 91 His debilitated frame was exhausted with 
mental labour. 

Debilitating, vbl. sb. [-ing E] Enfeeble- 
ment, debilitation. 

1539 Elyot in Ellis Orig. Lett. 1. II. 117, I no thing 
gate but the Colike and the Stone, debilitating of Nature. 
1765 Univ. Mag. XXXVII. 237/2 The debilitating of the 
affected part. 

Debilitating, ppl a . [-ING 2 .] That debili- 
tates ; weakening, enfeebling. 

1674 R. Godfrey Znj. $Ab. Physic Pref., Their poisonous 
and debilitating Methods. 3803 W. Saunders Min. Waters 
500 A long and debilitating sickness. 1865 Livingstone 
Zambesi vi. 143 The.. debilitating effects of the climate. 

Debilitation (dibilit^pnk [a. F. debilita- 
tion, - acion (13th c.), ad. L. dibilitdtion-em , n» of 
action f. debilitare to Debilitate.] The action of 
debilitating ; debilitated condition ; weakening. 

1491 Caxton Vitas Pair, t W. de W. 3495) 11. 247 a/2 .Some 
sykenes or debylytacyon of his bodye. 1524 St. Papers 
Hen. V/IZ, IV. 93 For the debilitacion and discomfort of 
thenemye. 164s Bp, Hall Rem. Discont. 25 How often 
doth sieknesse prevent the debilitations of age. 1875 Lyell 
Princ. Geol. I. 1, ix. 168 The debilitation of the subter- 
ranean forces. 1876 Douse Grimm's L. § 10. 19 An ac- 
celerated phonetic debilitation. 

Bebilitative (dfbiTit^tiv), a. [f. L. debilitiit **, 
ppl. stem + -ive.] Tending to debilitate ; causing 
debilitation. 

1682 H. More Annot. Glanvil/s Lux O. 37 The deterior- 
ating change in the Body, .is understood of a debilitative . . 
deterioration. 1810 Bentham Packing 182 1} 153 The morbid 
and debilitative influence. 1886 Land. Med. Record 35 Mar. 
131/1 The debilitative effect of these preparations, 
t Debilite, v. Obs. [a. F. dSilite-r, ad. L. 
debilitare.] = Debilitate. 

1483 Caxton Cato B viij, [Drinking] debyliteth and maketh 
feble the vertues of the man. 1489 — Baytes of A. iv. 
xvii. 279 A man debylyted and nyghe dede % 1545 kav nolo 
Byrth Mankynde 52 Ouer much beats debylitith, weakenith, 
and fayntith both the woman and the chyld. 

t Debilitnde. Obs. tare. [f. L. deb Hi- s weak 
+ -tude.] Debility, weakness ; also in Astral. 

1669 W. Simpson Hydro l Chym. 125 From a debilitude 
of the womb, x685 Goad Celest. Bodies n. v. 221 Weaker 
Signs must be debilitudes. 

Debility fdi'brliti). Also ?-6 debyli-, debi- 
lyte, -tee, -tye, f-7 -tie. [a. F. dibilifi (Oresme, 
14th c.^, ad. L. debilitas, f. debili-s weak.] 

1. The condition of being weak or feeble ; weak- 
ness, infirmity; want of strength ; esp. that condi- 
tion of the body in which the vital functions gener- 
ally are feebly discharged. 

1484 Caxton JEsop v, xii. The grete feblenesse and de- 
bylyte of thy lene body. 3494 Fabyan Chron. vn. 556 For 
his feblenesse or debylyte of age. 3345 Raynold Byrth 
Mankynde H hvij, To help the debilite of nature with 
cupping glassis. 3363 Homilies n. Idleness (1850* 517 By 
reason of age, debility of body, or want of health. 1650 
Bulwer Anthropomet. 105 By reason of the debility of his 
stomack. 174S Anson's Vm. HI, iv. 331 After full three 
hours ineffectual labour . . the men being quite jaded, we 
.were obliged, by mere debility, to desist. 1867 Kingsley 
Lett. 11878) II. 260 With the cure of stammering, nervous 
debility decreases. 1879 Harlan Eyesight vi. 89 After 
long illness, the muscle of accommodation shares the" de- 
bility of the whole system. 

*f b. Weakness of a material structure. Obs. 

1563-87 Foxe A, 4 M. (1596) 247/r Either by the do- 
minie of the bridge, or subtikie of the soldiers » » 3000 of 
them with bridge and all fell armed into the violent 
stream. 

2. Weakness in a mental or moral quality. 

1474 Caxton Chesse 65 For the debylite and feblenes of 
corage.. 2502 Ord. Crysten Men tW. de W. 1506) iv, xi. 
107 After the debylyte of fragylvte humayne. 1758 H. 
Walpole CataL Roy. Authors (17591 IL 219 This Lortl 
had. much debility of mind, and a kind of superstitious 
scruples. 1805 Foster Ess. ii, iv. 376 This debility of 


purpose. 1829 I. Taylor Entkus, n, (3867) 33 A wretched 
debility and dejection of the heart. 

3 . Political, social, or pecuniary weakness. 

1525 Ld. Berners Froiss. Il.ccxxxviij [ecxxxiv] 738 The 
debylyte of the realme of Englande. 3540 A ct 32 Hen. VZ1Z, 
c. 1 § 1 Wylling to releue and helpe his saide subiectes 
in their said necessities and debility®. 1818 Cruise Digest 
fed. 2> I. 339 Which B. could not have for the debility of 
liis estate. 187 x Morlky Voltaire {1886) x8a The debility 
of the courts of Austria and France, 
f 4 . (with//.) An instance of weakness. Obs. 
a 1533 Ld. Berners Gold. Bk. M. A itrel. 1x546) E viij, 
The open honestee supplyeth many fames and debilyiees, 
1654 tr. Scuderys Curia Pol. 61 'They to guard® ns from 
humane passions, and the debilities of Nature. 3825 
T. Jefferson Autobiog. Wks. 1859 I. 82 Among the de- 
bilities of the government of the Confederation. 

b. Astral. Of a planet : A weakness or dimi- 
nution of influence due to unfavourable position, etc. 

3647 Lilly Chr. Astral. To Rdr. 2, I would have him 
. .well to understand the Debilities and Fortitudes of every 
Planet. 1706 Phillips ted. Kersey 1 s.v.. Debilities are 
either Essential, when a Planet' is in its Detriment, Fall, 
or Peregrine ; or Accidental, when it is in the .12th, 8th, or 
6th Houses; or Combust, etc. So that breach of those 
Circumstances, a Planet is more or less aftlieted, and said 
to have so many or so few Debilities, 
t Debrnd, v. nonce-uni. [De- 1. 1.] To bind 
down, (Put by Scott into the mouth of Baron 
B-adwardine.) 

1814 Scott Wav, xli, A prisoner of war is on no account 
to be coerced with fetters, or debinded in trgmiuto. 

Debit (de*bit% sb. Forms ; (5 dubefce;, 6 do- 
bitte, debette, fi-7 debet, 8 - debit, [ad. L. 
debit-um owed, clue, sb. a debt. Cf. F. dibit (1723 
in Hatzfeld). In early use app. a further latiniza- 
tion of debts, from earlier dette, dot: see Dii.t.] 
•fl. gen. Something that is owed, a debt. Obs. 
c 3450 Past on Lett, xlix* 1. 6 x Of certain dubete that I owe 
unto you. 3515 Plumpton Carr. p. exxi , Be yearly worth over 
all charges or debates. 3547 Ludlow Churchw. Acc a Camden) 
32 Parcelle of the debet that the. churche rrstede in his 
dett. 1598 R. Quiney Let. to .Shahs, in Leopold Shaks. 
I n trod. 105 In helpeing me out of all the dctxltes I owe 
in London. 16x4 T. Adams Devi/s Ihwfmt joS De 
Deuill tyes his Customers in the bond of Defect*. 

2 . Book-keeping. An entry in an account of a sum 
of money owing; an item so entered, b. The 
whole of these items collectively ; that side of an 
account (the left-hand side) on which debits are 
entered. (Opposed to Ckemit sb. 12.) 

3776 Trial 0/ Nundocomar 15/3 There are debits ami 
credits between them in Bolankee DoWa bookit to a 'great 
amount. x868, 3889 [see Credit sb, laf, 187a Bagmiot 
Physics 4* Pof (1876) 189 There is a most heavy debit of 
evil. Mod. This has been placed to your debit, 

b. attrib as debit-entry, -side (of an account). 
1776 Trial of Nundocomar 83/2 The' debit tide of my 
master’s account. 1887 Pail MailG. 8 June x a A The 
year’s operations show a debit balance of £ 42,0c®. 

Debit (debit), v. [f. Debit sb. Cf, F, dSiter 
(1725 in Hatzfeld).] 

1 . trans. To charge with a debt ; to enter some- 
thing to the debit of (a person), 

x<58 « Scarlett Exchanges 203 He must and may debit the 
Principal for the wild Value. 3768-74 Tucker ZA Nat. 
(1832) L 6a x Accounts are regularly Kept, and every man 
debited or credited for the least farthing he takes out or 
brings in, 1809 R. Langford Inlrmf. 'Trade sr6» I have 
debited your account with 'Lire 5000 Atistriaclte, 389a Law 
Times XCIV. 105/3 The bank were not entitled to debit. the 
plaintiffs with the amount, paid on the said cheques, 

2 . To- charge as a debt ; to enter on the debit 
side of an. account, 

3865 Miss Braddon If. Dunbar l, to Pay the money, hut 
don’t debit it .against his lordship, Mmi* To whom is it. to 
be debited ? 

t Debite, sb. Obs . Also 5 debet, -ete, 5-6 
debyte. [A corruption of Depute : cf. Debitv.] 
A deputy, lieutenant, 

3.48a in Eng, Gilds ix8?o\ 312 The .Master, .every f>ursday 
to. be at the common ha!le f or els a debut ffor hym. t$m 
.Tin'dalb Acts xxui. *4- Felix the hye debite. *535. Cover- 
dale Dan. ii. 35 Arioch being then the Kynges debyte. 
3549 Allen Jmdfs Par, Rah a6 The vycar and debyte of 
Christ,'' . 

t BeMte, a. Ohs. rare . [ad. L. debt Nut owed, 
due: cf. Debt,] That is owed or due. 

# 3678' Gale Crt. Gmflet I'll.. 5 Sin, .as to its formal esttiK, 
is, .a privation of debite perfection, 

t Debitor. Obs . Also 5 d«by tour. [a. OF* 
dSitor (14th c.), d&iteur, ad, L, dibitor, agent-n. 
f. diblre to owe, jDShit&r , was in French a 

learned term, the popular and proper F. form being 
debtor, -nr, -eur ; see Debtoii* In English, debitor 
no doubt owed its 1,6-1 7th c. in-e to its identity 
with the I..] A by-form of Debtor, current, from 
1 5th to 1 7th Cm esp in Book-keeping. 

1484 Crnrm Curtail 4 Therm* art thou d*byto»r of thy 
self. xs4| f tHlf\ ; A • profitable TVeM fee , „ to . ' learae . . the 
kepmg M ihefamou.se'rwnyri|e, caHed in I. Jityn, Dareisci 
Habere, and in Knglyshe, Debitor and CwliHir, *588, *66o 
. Isse^CiiDiTOR' tip ; *6xx. SitAKs,. Cymb. ,v. iv. 171 'Oh the 
charity of a penny Cord, it stiwtroes wp ihonsands in a trice: 
you haue. no true Debitor, and Creditor but it, 166& Wiuk- 
ford Scales Comm, sop By Debitor ur Drbitors hi a Mer- 
chants books, is understood the account that oweth or 
Stands charged, and., so all things received, or the Receiver 
is always made Debitor,. Harvey Curing Dis. by 
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Expect, i. 2 The Physician . . doth commonly . . insinuate, 
that tne Patient is Debitor for his Life. 1795 Wythe Decis . 
Virginia 15 A debitor who oweth money on several accounts. 

attrib, 1588 J. Melus Briefe Instr . Gv, This Debitor 
side of your Leager. 

t De'bitory. Obs. rare. [f. L. dcbit-us owed, 
debitor debtor : see -ory.] A statement or item 
of debt. 

*575 Richmond. Wills ( Surtees) 259 Inventorie of all the 
goodes and cattells^ of Sir Edmond Smissons. .Summa, vj u . 
The debitorie. William Wormley for tithes xv l -x a Dame 
Wormley, xx l , 1580 Wills § Inv . N. C. (Surtees) I. 432 The 
Resydewe of all my goodes. .as well as all debitoryes tome 
Owinge, I doe geue and Bequeithe vnto my Sonne, 
t Be'bitrice. Obs, rare — l . [a. F. dibitrice 
( 1 6th c. j, fem. of dibit eur, ad. L. debitrix, - teem , 
fem. of debitor.] A female debtor. 

1388 J. Melus Briefe Instr. Fvb, And if [you buy] for 
ready money, make Creditrice the stocke, and Debitrice the 
shoppe. 

Debituraieiiize, -ation : see De- 31 . 1. 
t Debity. Obs. In 5 -te, 5-6 -tee, 6 -tie, -tey, 
-bytie, -ty. Cormption of Deputy : cf. Debtte. 

1467 Mann.tf Housed Exp. 170, I was my lordes debyte 
at is dessyre. ^ 1475 Bk. Noblesse 11860) 72 Hir debitees or 
commissioneris. 153s Coverdale Esther i. 3 The Debities 
and rulers of his countrees. 1548 Udall, etc. Erasm. Par. 
Acts ix. 38 The Lieftenaunt of the citie, who was the debytie 
of King Aretas. _ 1SS9 Mirr. Mag., Jack Cade xxiii, Lieu- 
tenauntes or debities in realmes. 

j| J 36 Mai (dr big). Fortif. [Fr., vbl. sb. f. diblayer 
for diblaer , in OF. desblaer , f. des- L. dis- bid 
(:— Mad, Mat ) wheat : orig. to clear from corn, 
hence to clear of any mass of material.] (See 
quot.) 

1853 Stocqueler Milit. Encycl Dehlai, the hollow space 
or excavation formed by removing earth for the construction 
of parapets in fortification. Thus, the ditch or fosse whence i 
the earth has been taken represents the ddblai. 

Beblat, var. of Dablit Obs., little devil. 

1473 Ld. Treas. Acc. Scofl. X. 68 Item to thare ij deblatis 
..xx s. 1494 Ibid. 239. 

Pebla*terate, v. rare. [f. L. debZatera re trims., 
to prate of, blab out, f. De- I. 3 + blaterare to ! 
prate.] intr. To prate, {affected.) 

1623 Cocke ram, Deblaterate , to babble much. 1893 R. L. 
Stevenson in Brit. Weekly 27 Apr. 6 Those who deblaterate 
against missions have only one thing to do, to come and see 
them on the spot. 

Hence Bebla’teration. 

1817 Blackiu. Mag. I. 470 (Caricaturing Sir T. Urquhart), 
Quisqu iliary deblaterations. 

t Bebla'ze, v. Obs. rai e ~ l . [f. De- + Blaze v.] 

* next. 

1640 Ycrke's Union Hon . Commend. Verses, Who weare 
gay Coats, but can no Coat de blaze. 

t Debla*zon, v. Obs. [f. De- + Blazon : cf. 
depict , describe.] = Blazon v. (in various senses). 

1621 Brathwait Nat. Embass. (18771 34 Now more amply 
meane I to deblazon the forlorne condition of these vnnatural 
maisters. 1630 — Eng. Gentlem. (1641) 33 They no sooner 
became great, than they deblazoned their own thoughts. 
1631 — Whimzies , Traveller 92 Cities hee deblazotis as if he 
were their herald. 

Hence f Bebla’zoiting 1 ppl. a. 

1640 Vorke's Union Hon. Commend. Verses, Those Coat- 
deblaz’ning Windowes. 

t Be blerie. Obs.— 1 [a. OF. deablerie , now 
diablerie, f. diable devil.] prop. Demoniacal pos- 
session : but in quot. transl. a L. word meaning 

* demon \ 

a 1325 Prose Psalter cvfi]. 34 Hij sacrifiden her sones and 
her douters to debleries [dsemoniis\. 

Deblet : see D ablet. 

Be:Mocka*de. tart. [De- II. 2.] The re- 
moval of a blockade. 

* 18 71 Daily News $ Jan., General Trochu. .having formed 
in his own mind a plan for the deblockade of Paris. 

Deboach, -boash, obs. forms of Debauch. 
Deboxch.ee, -ery, Deboicht, -ness : see De- 
bauchee, -ERY, DEBOIST, -NESS, 
f BeTboi'se, v. obs. Also 7 deboyst, -boisb, 
-boysb. [A by-form of debosh Debauch, with 
which it is connected by various intermediate 
forms : see Deboist ppl, a . The phonetic history 
is not clear.] 

1 . ' rejl . . To : leave one’s employment; to take re-, 
creation. [ = F. se dibaucher , LittrA] 

1633 . J . Done Hist. Septuagint 44 Worke-men . . whom 
hee helde so close to their business© that he©' would not 
give "them any leasure to deboyst themselves nor to idle 
sport by no meanes. ■ ' ' 

: 2 . tram . To corrupt .morally ; to deprave by sen- 
suality; « Debauch v. 2. Also Jig. 

1634 Gayton Pleas. Notes n. i, 35 Wicked wretch as 
1 am, to be at such a late hour© deboysing my seife. 1654 
Z. Coke Logic k (1657) A iij b, Corruption' of manners... doth 
deboish a people. • 1656 in Bum Poor Laws (1764) 47 They 
do. make it their. trade, .to cheat, deboyst {? deboyse], .cozen, 
and deceive the young gentry, '' 1662 J, Davies Ole arias' 

; . V by. A mbass. 333 To make a temperate use of the Philosophy 
of Aristotle, .not deboysting himself. 

3 . To spend prodigally ; to squander; = De- 
bauch v. 5. 

1632 'Quarles' Dip, Fancies' in. Ixxy. (1664), One part. to. 
death our pride. Another share we lavishly deboise To vain, 
or sinful joyes. 


t Deboi’Se, cl. Obs. [Corruption of Deboist : 
cf. Debauch a J « next. 

1632 Randolph Jealous Lovers nr. ii, The deboisest 
Roarers in the citie. 1644 Bulwer Chiron. 34 One Polemon 
a deboyse young man. 2667-9 Butler Rem. (1759) II. 205 
(A clown) All the worst Names that are given to Men . . as 
Villain , Deboyse , Peasant , &c. 
f Deborst, ppl* a., (sb.) Obs. Forms: 7 de- 
boist, -oyst ; -oysed ; -ost(e ; -oished, -oisht, 
-oyshed, -oysht, -oicht. [By-form of De- 
bauched : cf. Deboise vb.] 

1. = Debauched. 

1604 [see Deboistly], 2612 Woodall Surg. Mate Pref. 
Wks. (2653) 18 A general deboist and base kind of habit. 
x 6 zz F. Markham Bk. War i.viii. 31 Froathy,base and de- 
boysed Creatures. 2626 L. Owen Spec. Jesuit. (1629 63 
A very wicked, deboysht, and prophane man. 1639 
J uni us Sin Stigmatized 359 (T. > Our debauched drunkards, 
and deboyshed swearers, a 1637 W. Bradford Plytnoutk 
Plant, xr. (1856) 240 This wicked and deboste crue. 1694 
Crowne Married Beau in. 27 Stand off, you base, un- 
worthy, false, deboist man. 1722 Sewel Hist. Quakers 
(1795) in. 217 Knowing him to be a deboist fellow. 

2 . Damaged. (Cf. Debauch v. 4.) 

1641 Heywood Priest Judge $ Patentee , The price of 
French and Spanish wines are raisd How ever in their 
worth deboyst and craisd. 

3 . Used as a sb. = Debauchee. 

1637 R. Ligon Barbadoes (1673) 21 For one woman that 
dyed, there were ten men ; and the men were the greater 
deboystes. 

Hence Deboi stly adv., Deborstness. 

2604 T. Wright Passions 11. iii. § 3. 74 A multitude of 
Passions . . breake out debostly. 1628 Pkynne Love~lockes 
34 Licentiousnesse, Deboistnesse, and the like. 1647 
R. Stapylton Juvenal 148 Nero's cruelty and deboich’t- 
nesse. 1671 Westm. Drollery 78 Tell me no more that 
long hair can Argue deboistness in a man. 

tDeTboTish, v. Obs. [Cf. De-aboltsh and De- 
II. 1.] trails. To demolish, sweep away. 

1615 G. S andys Trav. 214 The passage was soon after 
debolished by assaulting seas. 

Belbonair, -bosmaire (deboneo-i), a. (sb.) 
Forms: 3-4 debonere, 4 -eir(e, -ure, 4-5 -ar, 
4-6 -er, -ayr(e, 6 Sc. -are, 4- debonair©, 5- 
debonair. (7-9 debonnaire, 8-9 debonnair). 
[a. OF. debonair e, prop, a phrase de bonne aire 
(nth c.) of good disposition. Very common in 
ME., but obsolescent from the 16th c., and now a 
literary archaism, often assimilated in spelling to 
mod.F. debonnaire.] 

A. adj. f a. Of gentle disposition, mild, meek ; 
gracious, kindly ; courteous, affable (obs .) ; b. 
Pleasant and affable in outward manner or ad- 
dress; often in mod. quots. connoting gaiety of 
heart. 

# a 1223 After. R. 186 Auh }>zt debonere child hwon hit is 
ibeaten, 31 f j?® ueder hat hit, cusseS i>e 3erd. 1297 R. 
Glouc. (.1724) 167 So large he was & so hende, & al so de 
bonere. Ibid. 374 To hem, J >at wolde hys wylle do, de- 
bonere he was & mylde. c 1374 Chaucer Boeth. 1. v. 22 
Zepherus J?e deboneire wynde. c 2385 — L. G. W. 276 So 
good, so faire, so debonayre, 1375 Barbour Bruce 1. 362 
Wyss, curtaiss, and deboner. 2382 Wyclif Ecclus. v. 13 
Be thou debonere to here the wrd of God. c 2430. Lydg. 
Chichev. 4- By cor Tie, Pacient wyfes debonayre, Whiche to 
her husbondes be nat contrayre. 1345 Raynold Byrth 
Mankynde Prol. (1634) 6 By honest, sober, debonnaire and 

f entle manners. 2590 Spenser F. Q. i. ii. 23 Was neuer 
Tince so meeke and debonaire. 2683 Evelyn Mem. (2857) 
II. 216 He was a prince of many virtues, and many great 
imperfections: debonaire, easy of access. 1707 Collier 
Rejl. Ridic. 379 He has too debonair and free a Deport- 
ment with the Women. 1782 Cowper Table T. 236 The 
Frenchman, easy, debonair, and brisk. 1812 Mar. Edge- 
worth Vivian ii, In spite of his gay and debonair man- 
ner, he looked old. _ 1843 Lytton Last of Barons 1. vi, 
She became so vivacious, so debonnair, so charming. 2847 
Disraeli Tancred u. xvi, A carriage a degree too debonair 
for his years. 

B. sb. f 1 . [the adj. used absoli] Gracious being 
or person. Obs. 

c 1366 Chaucer A. B. C. 6 Help and releeue thou mihti 
debonayre, 1393 Gower Conf III. 192 Trajan the worthy 
debonaire, By whom that Rome stood governed, 
f 2 . Graciousness of manner ; = Debonairty. 

1697 Evelyn Numism. ix. 305 A serious Majesty attem- 
per’d with such strokes of Debonaire, as won Love and 
Reverence. 1748 Richardson Clarissa Wks. 1883 IV. 285 
Shall my vanity extend only to personals, such as the 
gracefulness of dress, my debonnaire, and my assurance. 

Debonarrly, adv. [f. prec. + -ly «.] In a 
debonair manner; meekly, gently, graciously, 
affably, etc. ; see the adj. 

c 1300 Cursor M. 23872 (Edin.) He f? at can mar J>an 
anoper, debonerlik [v.rr. de-bonerli, debonerly] . . teche his 
broper. c 1350 Will. Paleme 730 M i hauteyn hert bi-houes 
me to chast, And bere me debonureli. c 1386 Chaucer 
Melik P 98 Whan dame Prudence, ful debonerly and with 
: gret pacience, hadde herd al that hir housbonde liked for 
I to seye. c 2430 Pilgr. Lyf Manhode 1. lxi. (1869) 37, I am 
. . thilke that debonairliche suffreth al pacienthch. 1483 
Caxton Cato G viij b, Thou oughtest to bere and suffre 
debonayrlye the wordes of thy wyf. 1397 Tofte Alba 
Introd.(i88o*p.xxvii, Hoping your Honour will, .debonairly 
accept of these trifles. 2633 Ford Love's Sacr. n. i, Your 
apparel sits about you most debonairly. 1785 H. Walpole 
Lett. Ctess Ossory II. 224 My hand, you see, Madam, has 
obeyed you very debonairly, 1849 C. Bronte Shirley 
viii, ‘ Good morning, Mr. Barraclough,* said Moore, de- 
■ bonairly. . 


Bebonai-rness. [f. as prec. + -ness.] The 
quality of being debonair : see the adj. 

1383 Wyclif Ps. xliv. [xlv.j 5 For treuthe, and deboner- 
nesse, and ri3twisnes.se. 1664 H. More Myst. Iniq. 548 
That there should be all Kindness, Condescending, Be- 
nignity and Debonairness in them. 1753 Richardson 
Granaison (1810) VI. xxxl 223 From whom can spirits, 
can cheerfulness, can debonnairness be expected, if not 
from a good man ? 1768 Sterne Sent. Journ. (1778) II. 
42 With all the gaiety and debonairness in the world. 

t BeboxiarrsMp. Obs. rare l . [f. as prec. 

+ -ship.] - next. 

a 1240 Wokunge in Colt. Horn. 275 penne J>i deboneir- 
schipe mai make j>e eihwer luued. 

t Bebonarrfcy, debona*rity. Obs. Forms: 
3-5 de boner te, -airts, 4 -eirete, 4-5 -airete, 5 
-ertee, -ayrte(e, -airty, -arte, -arete, 6 deb 021- 
nairetie, 6-7 debonaritie, 7 -airitie, -ty, -arety, 
-erity, -arity. [ME., a. OF. debonairetf -eyelid 
(13th c.), f. debonaire : see -ty. Debonarily is a 
later assimilation to the type of similarity, etc.] 
Debonair character or disposition ; mildness, 
gentleness, meekness ; graciousness, kindness ; 
courtesy, affability. 

a 2223 A tier. R. 390 puruh his debonertd, luue hefde 
ouerkumen hine. a 1240 Wohunge in Cott. Horn. 269 De- 
bonairte of herte. c 1386 Chaucer Pars. T. P 466 This Ire 
is with deboneirete and it is wrop withoute bitternes, c 1430 
Pilgr. Lyf Manhode in. liii (18691 163 This cometh. , of 
youre debonayrtee. 2491 Caxton Vitas Pair. ( W. de W. 
2495) 11. 209 a/2 Pacyence, humyb^te, debonarete, & wylle- 
full obedyence. 1600 Holland Livy xl. xlvi. 1089 The 
goodnature and debonaritie {facilitas] of the two Censors. 
1637 Bastwick Litany n. 3 A Prince of surpassing de- 
bonerity. a 1677 Barrow Serin. (1687) I. viii. 95 The chear- 
jfu.ll debonairity expressed therein. 1688 Bp. S. Parker 
Enq. Reasons Abrogating Test 2 He quickly repents 
him of that Debonarity. 

t X>ebona«rious, a. Obs. rare— 1 , [f. Debonair 
after words in - an'ous , f. L. - arius , F. -aire.] — 
Debonair ; cf. next. 

c 1485 Digby Myst. (1882') iii. 447 Your debonarius obe* 
dyauns ravyssyt me to trankquelyte ! 

f D©*lbonary, a. Obs. [f. Debonair after words 
in -ary, an alteration of F. -aire, e.g. ordinaire , 
ordinary.] «* Debonair. 

1402 Hoccleve Letter of Cupid 317 They [women] ben . . 
ful of humylite, Sharnefaste, debonai ie and amyable. c 1430 
Lydg. Bochas (1558) 11. v. 8 To her declaring with reasons 
debonary [rime tary]. 1630 Tinker of Purvey 46 Of a 
comely visage, courteous, gentle and debonary. 

Belbcrrd, v. ? Obs. Also 7 deboard, Sc. de- 
bo ird. [a. F. ddbord-er , in 1 3-1 6th c, desborder , 
f. des- L. dis - (De- I. 6) + lord border.] 

1 . intr. Of a body of water : To pass beyond its 
borders or banks, to overflow. 

2632 Lithgqw Trav. vn. 316 As the Water groweth In the 
River, and so from it debording. Ibid. 317 Violent streames 
do ever deface, transplant, and destroy 'all that theydebord 
upon. 1635 Person Varieties u 24 Such as aske, why the 
Sea doth never debord, 1839 R. F. Burton in Jrnl. Geog. 
Soc. XXIX. 104 A wide expanse . . over which the stream 
when in flood debords to a distance of two miles. 

+ 2 . fig. To go out of bounds, deviate; to go 
beyond bounds, go to excess. Obs. 

ci6zo Z. Boyd Zion’s Flowers ( 1855) 77 That hence I 
from my duety not debord. a 2658 Durham Ten Com- 
ntandm . (1675)362 (Jam.) It is a wonder that men should 
take pleasure to deboard in their cl athing. 2671 True 
Nonconf. 401 Debording from common methods, a 1678 
Woodhead Holy Living (x 63 &) 113 Least .. your passions 
sometimes debord where you would not have them. 

Hence Defco’rding* vbl. sb. m next. 

1635 Person Varieties tu 66 Great debording of waters. 
1652 Urquhart Jewel Wks. (1834) 223 Too great proness to 
such like debordings and youthful emancipations. 

t BebOTdment. Obs . [a. F. ddbordement , f. 
diborder : see prec. and -MENT.] Going beyond 
bounds, excess. 

2603 Florid Montaigne lit. ix. (1632) 540 Against the 
ignorance and debordement cf Magistrates. 1646 H. Law- 
rence Comm. A ngelis 88 The debordments and excesses of 
no beasts are so great as those of mankind. 2639 Gauden 
Tears of Church 214 To cleanse itof all those debordments 
and debasements fain upon Christian Religion. 

Debosh, -bosehe, obs. or arch. f. Debauch. 
BebO’shed, ppl. a. Also 7 debosbt. An 
early variant of jDebauched, representing the pro- 
nunciation of F. dibauchi ; connected with the 
main form by debauched, debausht. Obs , in Eng. 
before the middle of 17th c, ; retained longer 
in Scotch; revived by Scott, and now frequent in 
literary English, with somewhat vaguer sense than 
debauched. 

*599 James I BacrtA. Awpov (1603) 120 Ouer superfluous 
like a deboshed waister, ' 2.603 Shake. Lear 1. iv. 263 Men 
so disorder’d, so debosh’d, and bold. 2624 Heywood 
Gimaik . n. 16 One Herostratus, a wicked and debosht 
fellow. 2637-30 Row Hist. Kirk (1842) 358 Ignorant &nd 
debosht ministers are tolerated. 2826 Scott Woods t. iii, 
Swash-bucklers, deboshed revellers, bloody brawlers. 1839 
"■Kingsley Plays # Purit. MIsc. II. 109 An utterly de- 
boshed, insincere^,. decrepit, and decaying age. • 2867 Lowell 
Biglow P. Ser. 11. 55 Many 'deboshed younger "brothers 
of.. good families may have sought refuge in Virginia. 

Debosh.ee, -ery, -ment, obs. ff. Debauchee, 
, etc. Debost(e : see Deboist. 


DEBOUCH. 


DEBT. 


Debouch (dz v bz 7 *J, debu-$),v. Also debouche. 
[mod. a. F. dibouche-r , in 17th c. desboucher, OF. 
desbmchier (13th c .), f. df :—des~, L. dis- (see De- 

1 . 6) + douche mouth. Cf. It. sboccare i to mouth 
or fall into the sea as a river * (Florio).] 

1 . Milit. (inir.) To issue from a narrow or con- 
fined place, as a defile or a wood, into open country; 
hence gen. to issue or emerge from a narrower into 
a wider place or space. 

£*665 Evelyn Mem. (1857) III. 161 We have hardly any 
words that do so fully express the French, .ennui, bizarre, 
debouche .. Let us therefore .. make rs many of these do 
homage as are like to prove good citizens.] 1760 Lond. 
Mag. XXIX. 177 We saw the column of infantry de- 
bouching into Minden plain. 1812 Examiner 24 Aug. 
531/2 These two companies gave the,, cavalry time to 
debouche. 1813 Ibid. 7 June 355/2 General _ Bertrand . . 
appearing to intend debouching from Jaselitz upon the 
enemy’s right. 1840 Barham Ingol. Leg.. Leech of Folke- 
stone 11877) 37° The travellers debouched on the open plain 
on Aldington Frith. fig. 1839 Times 4 Oct., Mr, 
Labouchere debouches upon the cabinet. 

2 . transf. Of a ravine, river, etc.: To issue as at 
a mouth or outlet into a wider place or space. 

1834 Medwin Angler in Wales I. 168 This little stream, 
that debouches from the lake. 1850 B.Taylor Eldorado xx ii. 
(1862) 236 The ravine finally debouched upon the river at the 
Middle Bar. 1878 H. M. Stanley Dark Cont. I. via. 167 
Nakidino Creek, into which an important stream debouches. 

3 . tram, {causal). To lead forth into open ground; 
to provide an outlet for. 

174S Duncan Forbes in Ellis Orig.Lett. n. IV. 355 No 
more than a hundred and fifty or a hundred and sixty of 
the Mackenzies have been debouched. 1844 W. H. Max- 
well bl ports <5* Adv. Scotl. xxiii, (1855) 190 Huge outlets 
which debouche the waters, 

Bebowch, sh. rare . Also debowciie. [f. prec. 
vb] » next' (sense 1). 

1813 Examiner 7 June 354/2 Fortified rising points, which 
defended the debouches from the Spree. Ibid. 3_May 274/2 
The debouch from the Hartz. 1823 Southey Hist. Penins. 
War I, 696 The debouches of Villarcayo, Orduna, and 
Munguia. 

If Debouchd (debuje). [Fr. : f. dtboucher (see 
above).] 

1 . Milit. An opening where troops debouch or 
may debouch ; gen. a place of exit, outlet, opening. 

1760 Lond. Mag. XXIX. 271 The generals will take 
particular notice of the nine Debouche $, by which the army 
may advance to form in the plain of Minden. 1813 
Wellington in Gurw. Desp. (1838) X. 545 Desirable to 
obtain possession of the dibouches of the mountains to- 
wards Vera. 1857 J* W. Croker Ess. Fr. Rev. iv. 202 
(Stanf.) One gate, as an additional dSbouchi for the crowd. 

2 . fig. An opening, outlet, or market for goods. 

1846 Worcester cites Rawson. 

Debouchment. Also debouchement. [a. 
F. dibouchement , f. d/boucher (see Debouch v.) + 
-MEHT.] 

1 . Milit. The action or fact of debouching. 

1827 J. F. Cooper Prairie II. Hi. 44 To unravel the 
mystery of so sudden a debouchement from the cover. 
1871 Daily News 19 Sept., The debouchment of Stephen, 
son’s brigade through the railway arch. 

2 . The mouth or outlet of a river, a pass, etc. 

1859 Burton Centr. Afr. in Jrnl. Geog. Soc. XXIX. 42 

The coast, .presents but three debouchments that deserve 
the name of rivers. 

Debouchure (oehuju'r). [In form, French, f. 
dSoucher to Debouch + -ure ; but this sense is 
not Fr.] » Debouchment 2, Embouchure i. 

1844 Kingiakb Eothen xii. (1878) 168 Towards the de- 
bouchure of the river. 1890 Spectator ix Jan. 41 Thence 
two railways would connect her with Zanzibar and the 
debouchure of the Zambesi. 

Debourse, var. of Deburse. 
t Debou't, v. Obs. [a. F. dibouter , in OF. de- 
bater (10th c.), f. de- (De- I. 2) + bouter, OF", boter 
to push.] trans. To thrust out, expel, oust. 

1619 Time's Storehouse 208 (L.) Not able enough to de- 
bout them out of their possessions. 1644 Hume Hist. 
Ho. Douglas 264 (Jam.) His fraud was detected, .and he 
debouted, and put from that authority, 
t Bebou'tement. Obs. [a. OF. debotement , 
dibautement , f, dibouter : see prec, and -ment,] A 
thrusting forth, expulsion. 

1481 Caxton Myrr. n. xxviii. 121 Deboutemens and 
brekyng out of wyndes that mete aboue the clowdes. 

+ Debowel, zn Obs . [De- II. 2.] -Disbowel, 
disembowel. 

1375 Barbour Bruce xx. 285 He debowalit wes clenly, 
And bawlmyj syne full rychly. 1513 Douglas JEneis tv. u. 
25 The beistis costis, as that debowalit wer. a 2547 Surrey 
JEneid iv. 80 With giftes that day, and beastes debowled. 
Deboyse* deboyst, var. Deboise Obs. 
tDebrard, V. Obs. rare . In 4-5 debreyd. 
[f. De- I. 1 + Braid vfy, to snatch.] To snatch 
down (rendering L. decerpere). 

1388 [see Debreak]. 

t Debra'nck, v. Obs. rare . [ad, F. desbranck- 
ir (Palsgr. & Cotgr.), or desbranche-r (1 5-1 6th c. 
Godef.), f. di*, des - (De- I. 6) + branche branch.] 
trans . To deprive of branches, to lop. Hence De- 
branching vbl. sb. 

1601 Holland Pliny I. 538 After such pruning and de- 
branching. 
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t Ddbrearik* v. Obs. rare. [f. De- 1 . 1 + Break 
z>.] trans. To break down (transl. L. decerpere). 

1382 Wyclif Mark i. 26 The onclene goost debrekynge 
[v.r. to-braydynge, 2388 debreidynge, to-breidmge] hym, 

' and cryinge with grete vois. 

II Debris g debris (debri, dP'brt, de'brzj. [F. 
dSris. vbl. sb. from obs. dtbriser ( Cotgr.) , Or. de- 
brisier : see next.] The remains of anything broken 
down or destroyed ; ruins, wreck : a. orig. (in 
Eng. ) fig . ; b. in Geol. applied to any accumula- 
tion of loose material arising from the waste of 
rocks ; also to drifted accumulation of vegetable or 
animal matter (Page) ; thence, C. any similar rub- 
bish formed by destructive operations. 

1708 Collier Eccl. Hist. I. a.d. 685 To retire with the 
debris of the army. 1733 Swift Lett, to Dk. of Dorset , \ our 
Grace is now disposing of the debris of two bishoprics. 2778 

H. Walpole Let . to W. Mason 18 July, The best they can 
hope for, is to sit down with the debris of an empire. 
1802 Playfair Illustr. Hutton. Tk. 363 A temporary re- 
ceptacle for the debris of the Alps. 1849 Murchison Si- 
luria xiv. 356 The dSbris of the ancient rocks, 2851 
D. Wilson Preh. Ann. (1863) II. hi. in. 205 Accumulated 
rubbish and debris. 2858 Geikib Hist. Boulder xx. 176 
The sandstone cliffs, .are battered down and them debris 
carried out to sea. 2885 Act 48-9 Viet. c. 39 § 5 The sani- 
tary authority shall remove the same and all foundations, 
debris, and other materials. 

Debruise (dlbru’z), v. Forms : 3-8 debrttse, 
4 debrise, 7- debmise. [a. ONF. debruisier , 
debrusier ** Old.de brisier, tobreak down or in pieces, 
crush, f. de- (De- L 1 ) + brisier to Break.] 
f 1 . trans . To break down, break in pieces, crush, 
smash. Obs. 

2297 R. Glouc. (1724) 298 Hii. .stenede hym wy)> stones 
As me stenede Seynt Steuene, and debrusede ys bones. 
a 2300 Fragm. Pop. Sc. (Wright) 178 Tho oure Loucrd . .de- 
brusede belie 3ates. 2382 Wyclif Ezck. xxxiv. 27 Whan I 
shal debrise the chaynes of her 30c. 1618 M. Dalton 
Countrey Justice 195 Though it were lawfull to make the 
trenches, and to debruse the Nusans [a Weare on the 
Trent]. 

tb. intr. To be dashed to pieces. Obs. 

1297 B. Glouc. {1724) 288 j?e flor to brae vnder hem . . 
Ana hii velle and debrusede somme anon to de|be. ibid . 
537 He hupte & debrusede, & deide in an stounde. 

2. Her. (, trans .) To cross (a charge, esp. an 
animal) with an ordinary so as partially to hide it, 
and as it were press it down ; usually in pa. pple. 
Debruised; also said of a serpent so bent or 
* folded * that its head or toil is partly covered by 
its body. Counter-deb) uised: see quot. 1830, 

1572 Bossewell Armorie ir. 114 His fielde is de Argent, 
a Lyon salient Gules, debmsed with a Barre de Azure. 
1661 Morgan Sph. Gentry it. i. 20 Composed of the two 
bodies of trees laid crosse each other : but then one must 
Debruse and bear down the other. 2830 Robson Brit. 
Herald III. Gloss., Count er-debruised, when either the 
head or tail of a serpent in the bowing or embowing, is 
turned under, in a contrary direction the one to the other. 
3848 Macaulay Hist. Engl. I. 252 He ,. exhibited on his 
escutcheon the lions of England and the lilies of France 
without the baton sinister under which, according to the 
law of heraldry, they were debruised in token of his ille- 
gitimate birth. 

De-brutalize : see De- II. 1, 

Debt (det), sb. Forms: 3-4 date, 3-6 dette, 4-6 
dett, det, deytt(e, 5-7 debte, 7~ debt. [ME. 
det, dette , a. OF, dete, dette pop. L. * debit a for 
L. debit-urn (pa. pple. of debere to owe), lit. (that 
which is) owed or due, money owed, debt. Often 
made masc. in OF. after debihem, and from 13th 
to 1 6th c. sometimes artificially spelt debte, after 
which debt has become the English spelling since 
the 1 6th c.] 

I . That which is owed or due; anything (as 
money, goods, or service) which one person is 
under obligation to pay or render to another : a. 
a sum of money or a material thing. 

a 1300 Cursor M. 7642 Dauid . . wightli wan 0 jsam his 
dete [v.rr. dette, dett]. c 1380 Wyclif Sel. Wks. 1 1 1 . 293 
3if a trewe man teche bis pore man to paie his dettis. 24. . 
Merchant § Son in Halliw. Nngse Poet. 28 Then Wyllyam 
payde hys fadur dettys. 1548-9 (Mar.l Bk, Com. Prayer 
Offices 20 To declare his debtes,^ what he oweth. 3559 
Min’. Mag., Dk. Glocest’r xxiii, To paye large vsury 
besides the due det 1596 Shaks. Tam. Skr. iv. iv. 24 
Hauing com to Padua To gather in some debts, 1707 
Hearne Collect. 23. Aug., To pay his small debts, 1767 
Blackstone Comm. II. 464 A debt of record is a sum of 
money, which appears to be due by the evidence of a court 
of record. 2845. Stephen Laws Eng. II. 144 Whenever a man 
is . subject to ■ a legal liability to pay a sum of money to 
another, he is said to owe him a debt to that amount 
b. a thing immaterial. 

c *3.. Cursor M. 27808 {Cotton Galba) Rightwis es he, to 
gif ilk man his det. c 2386 Chaucer Wife's Frol 130 Why 
sholde men dies in Mr bookes sette That a man shal yeide 
to his wyf hire dette. c 2400 Destr. Troy 534 This curtysy 
he claymes as for clere det 1754 Richardson Gramdmm 
II. xxxv, 343 Look upon what is done for you .. as your 
debt to . .Providence. 2832 Tennyson Miller's Dan. 5 nj 
Love the gift is love the debt. 

t e. That which one is bound or ought to do ; 
(one’s) duty. .Sir. Obs. 

c 1450 Holland Hewlett 235 The trewe Turtourhas. .Done 
dewlie his det. c 2470 H enry Wallace m 546 It Is my dett 
to do all that I can To fend our kynrik out off dangeryng. 


2523 Douglas Mneh ix. in. 184 So douchtely we schaype 
to cfo our det. 2573 Sat. Poems Reform, xxxix. 319, I haue 
lang forjet, Quhairfor indeid I haue not done my det. 

2. A liability or obligation to pay or render 
something ; the condition of being under such obli- 
gation. 

4-1290 S. Eng. Leg. I. 250/345 He with-sok >e gtwes 
[5= Jew’s] dette and was i-don to ane ope. r 2325 Metr. 
Horn. 18 And he..£orgaf thaim thair dette bathe, 2388 
Wyclif Rom. iv. 4 And to hym that worchith mede is not 
arettid hi grace, but bi dette. 2513 More in Grafton Chron. 
II. 771 Neither king nor Pope can geve^any place stiche 
a privilege that it shall discharge a man of his clebtes beyng 
able to pay. c 153a Dewes intrad. Fr. in Palsgr. 1064, 
I have herd say that premysse is dette. x6ix Bible Transl. 
Prof. 5 He hath for euer bound the Church vnto him, in 
a debt of speciall remembrance and thankefulncsse. a 2699 
Lady Halkett A utobiog. {1875) 65, I was free of that Dept. 
2844 H. H, Wilson Brit. India HI. 513 Debts contracted 
. .as far back as 1796. 2883 S» C. Hall Retrospect 1 1 . 502 

He considered he thus contracted a debt to the country. 

b. In debt : under obligation to pay something ; 
owing something, esp. money. (See also c.) In 
any one's debt ; under obligation to pay or. render 
something to him; indebted to him. So out of 
debt, out of any on/s debt ; to fail or run into (or in 
debt ; out of debt out of danger \ see Damkr, and 
cf. quot. 1551 . 

c 23x4 Guy Wamo. (A.) 462 * |>at dint ”, he seyd, * was im.-I 
sett. Wele schal y com out of dett,’ c *38$ Chaucer Prol. 
280 Ther wiste no man that he {the MarehauntJ was in 
dette. 1393 Langl. P . PI. C. xxiii. xo He neuere shal falle 
in dette. 2478 Pas ton Lett. No. 824 III. 237 For he scythe 
ye be xx tl s in hys dette. 2513 More in Grafton Chron . II. 
770 Now unthriftes riott ana runne in 'debt. 25,52 Robin- 
son tr. Mor/s Utop. u. (Arb.) 104 Men, in whose debts and 
daunger they be not. 2568 Grafton Chron. It, 434 Out of 
the debt of other men, and well able to pay. 2625 Sir E. 
Hoby C to ry -combe 215, I see you meane not to die in 
labals debt for an Epigram, tfx&bf Bp, M. Smith Serm. 
(1632? 5 Being ouer head and cares in debt, ' 2745 De Foe's 
Eng. Tradesman vt. 11841) I. 39 They are under no neces- 
sity of running deep into debt. 2763 Genii. Mag. July 331 
The black traders are often in debt to the chiefs. x8xz .Mar. 
Edgeworth Absentee xiv. Lord ^Ckmhrony, for the first 
time since he left Ireland, found himself out of debt, arid mil 
of danger. 1845 Disraeli Sybil (1863) 255 To run in debt 
to the shopkeepers. 

f c. Obligation to do something ; duty, Im 
debt: under obligation, in duty hound. Of or with 
debt : as a matter of debt, as is tine or right ; as in 
duty bound. Obs. (Cf. ic.) 

c 1300 Cursor M. 23888 (Edin.) A besatid he me taht to 
sette hat ik him ah to yeld wit dette. c 2330 R. JBjwknr 
Chron. (18x0) 261 We ere in dette, at nedt tolielp kyrtg, 
*393 Gower Con/. 11 . L 52 And' as it were of pure dette They 
yive her goodes to the king, c 2425 Wvmtouw Chron. m» 
ProL 23 (Jure Eldrys we stride folowe of det. a 2400 AV%. 
Pieces Jr. Thornton MS. (1867) a Prelates and per*ot»s, .}x»t 
ere hafdene by dett for to lere |>aw»e. 248S Caxton Chast. 

Goddes ChyUi. 10, I.. cannot thanke the m I ought of dette. 
*535 Stewart Cron. Scot. <1858* 1 . 35 This fatal! stone.. 
Quhair it wes brocht in ony land or crdb.Of verrie det the 
Scottis thair sold ring, 

3. fig. Used in Biblical language as the type of 
an offence requiring expiation, a sin, 

a x*ss After. R. 126 We iiggeS forpf us ure dett**, a! so 
ase we uor^iue'S to ure detturs. <2x400 Prymtr 11891)20 
Forsftue us oure dettes.: as we for^eue .to oure cleioure*. 
250$ Fisher Wks. (1876) wa Whiche he our dette* ! Truly 
oursynnes. *557 N. T. (Genev.) Matt. vi. 1a Ami forgeue 
vs our debtes I Wycu f det tis, Crash., Rhemisk dette*,. it6» 
debts] euen as. we forgiue our debters., xSsSTiinoi Ram- 
bles xvi, God is the creditor, 'men the debtors, and urn the 
debt. 

4. Phrases, a. Debt of honour: a debt that can- 
not be legally enforced, but depends for its validity 
on the honour of the debtor ; usually applied to 
debts incurred by gambling. 

1646 Evanck Noble Ord. 37 He' is "become a voluntary 
debitor, . in a debt of honour. 273a Bti kmsmy AlctPhr. I, ,98 
He., is obliged to pay debts of Honour, that is, all such as 
are contracted by Play. tBm Catm, Sinclais Holiday 
Home xiii 265 Pay your debt of honour* Master Hurry J 

b. Debt of {w to} nature 1 .the necessity of dying, 
death to pay the debt of (or' m/s debt id) nature ; 
to die. [Lat debiium natural | 

f<?X3*5 Siiowham 2 Arid his deythes dette ^elde, *375 
Barsodr Bruce xix.009 Hym worthtt neyd to pay the det 
That no mm for till pay may let. I x.494 Faryak Chmu in 
xli. 28 Fynally he payde the dette of nature. xjfioM arlowk 
EdWn II, W'ki, (ed* Stldg.) »rs/t Pay fiattiwA debt with 
cheerful omnterwnce, Quarles ' Emil ii, siii, The 

slender debt to nature's quickly jmid* 17*7 A. Hamilton 
New Ace* & ImdA 1 . hi, S65. He had paid hts great Debt to 
Nature* without taking Notice of the small owe due to m% 
x%m Mx«mimr 23 Nov. 747/1 Qm 'of thorn hiuu* paid tho 
debt of' nature, 

c. Action of debt ; an action at law for 'recover- 
ing a debt, 

*55® in ¥k»rf$Amt. fi88B) App. ill 15a Tho gonomocmi 
..to haue an aeckwi of detftej lor the same. vtSoaOwRN 
PmdmokmMm 118911 xpe A pbintiffe in sm action of debte, 
1800 Axksum-Amer. Emm., Rep, tit The . arouod of an 
action of debt is the txmsdmmmn m equivalent given by 
the'debfoe te the • debtor, ' . 

t<3L BUI of debt: a promissow note, 1.0, th* or 
other acknowledgement of Indebtedness* ia tome 
countries used* like a bill of exchange* ** a nego- 
tiable document Obs. 

*530 Faisgil xOB/x Byll of dette* mduhe, • liu# Malwe® 
Am, Law-Merm. tp&Yhm most vsoail buying nod' mdlmg-'et 
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commodities beyond the Seas, in the course of Trafficke, is 
for Bills of Debt, or Obligations, called Billes Obligatorie, 
which one Merchant giueth vnto another, for commodities 
bought or sold, which is altogether vsed by the Merchants 
Aduenturors at Amsterdam, Middleborough, Hamborough, 
and other places. _ 1690 Child Disc. Trade (ed. 4} 16 If . . 
a law for transferring bills of debt should pass, we should not 
miss the Dutch money. Ibid. 139 In other Kingdoms and 
Countries abroad . . transference of Bills of Debt is in use. 

e. National Debt : a debt owing by a sovereign 
state to private individuals who have advanced 
money to it for the public needs; esp. that main 
part of the public debt , which has been converted 
into a fund or stock of which the government no 
longer seeks to pay off the principal, but to provide 
the annual interest ; hence called funded debt, as 
opposed to the floating debt, which includes the 
ever-varying amounts due by the government and 
repayable on demand or by a certain time. 

1653 Chidley (titles, Remonstrance concerning the Public 
Faith, Soldier's Arrears, and other Public Debts. 1721 A. 
Hutcheson (title), Collection of Treatises, relating to the 
National Debts and Funds. 1752 Hume Ess. Public Credit 
<1875) I. 364^ National debts cause a mighty confluence of 
people and riches to the capital. 282a G. Chalmers Dom. 
Econ . Gt. Brit . (Newed.) 210 The most efficient measure. . 
was to fund . . the floating debts, of the victualling, and of 
the ordnance departments. 1840 Penny Cycl. XVI . 100 The 
contracting of the National Debt cannot be said to have 
been begun before the Revolution of 1688. i860 Knight 
Pop. Hist. Eng. VI. iii. 40 There was a floating debt of 
about ten millions. 1878 Edith Thompson Hist. Eng. 
xxxix. 275 The South Sea Company.. for the purpose of 
reducing the National Debt, engaged . . to buy up certain 
annuities. 1889 Whitaker's Atman, 493 The French 
National Debt is the largest in the world., Public debt, 
funded ^957,000,000; Public debt, floating, annuities, etc., 
capitalized ^728,372,372. 

f. Small debt ; a debt of limited amount, for 
which summary jurisdiction is provided, in Eng- 
land in the County Court, in Scotland in the Small 
Debt Court held by the sheriff. Also attrib. 

(In Scotland the limit of these debts was in 1788^5, in 
1S37 £% &/., and in 1853 £ 12.) 

2603-4 Act 1 pas, /, c. 14 (title), An Acte for Recouerle 
of Small Debtes. 2795 Act 35 Geo . Ill , c. 23 (title) An 
Act for the more easy and expeditious Recovery of Small 
Debts. 2862 W. Bell Diet. Law Scot. 762 The Statute 
39 and 40 Geo. Ill, c. 46, commonly called the Small- 
Debt Act. Ibid. 764 The sheriff's exclusive jurisdiction in 
small debts was introduced by 6 Geo. IV, c. 24. Ibid. 766 
The sheriffs must, in addition to their ordinary small-debt 
courts, hold circuit courts for the purposes of this act. Ibid. 
767 By the act 16 and 17 Viet. c. 80, 1853, the small-debt juris- 
diction of sheriffs is extended to causes not exceeding ^12. 
5 . attrib. and Comb , 

1682 Scarlett Exchanges 236 In mixed or Debt Ex- 
changes the Drawer receives no Monyes, but is Debtor, and 
gives Bills to his Creditor. . for payment of his Debt. 1826 
Cobbett Rnr. Rides i 1885) II. 255 Large part of the rents 
must go to the Debt-Dealers, or Loan- makers. 1883 19 th 
Cent. May 884 Punishment of debt-frauds as crimes. 

+ Debt, ppL a. Obs. Forms; 4-5 dett(e, 6- 
debt. [ad. L. debit- us owed (cf. Debits a.), con- 
formed to debt sb.] Owed, due, owing. 

<22340 Ham polk Psalter lxxviii. 5 ^eldand til f>e[e] dett 
fy.r. duwe| honur. c 2440 Hylton Scala Per/, (W. de W. 
1494} 1. xl, That it is nedeful to the & dette for to traueyle 
soo. a 2555 Ridley Wks. (1843) 305 Promises so openly 
made, and so duly debt. 2576 J. Knkwstub Confut. (1579) 
Q vj a, That which is det and due on their behalfe. 2602 Shaks. 
Ham . 111. ii, 203 To pay our seines, what to ourselues is debt. 

+ Be*MaMe, a. Obs . rare - 1 . [f. Debt + 

-able.] Under pecuniary obligation, chargeable. 

2516 Plumpton Corn 217 That your mastership shold be 
debtable to the King for the lordship of Plompton. 

t Debt-bind, v. Obs. nonce-wd. trans. To 
bind by obligation, render indebted. 

<22608 Sackville Dk. Buckingham xliii. (D.), Banish'd by 
them whom he did thus debt-bind. 

Be-bt-book. An account-book in which debts 
are recorded. Often fig. 

a 1600 Hooker Serm. Wks. 1845 II. 609 We dare not call 
God to a reckoning, as if we had him in our debt-books. 
2627 Hieron Wks. II. 90 Forgutenesse of sins is (as it were) 
the wiping out of a score, or the crossing of a deht-booke. 
2745 De Poe's Eng. Tradesman xxx.i. (1842) II. 34 The 
proper method for a debt-book for a small tradesman. 

+ De*bt -bound, PPL a. Obs. Also -bounden. 
X. Under obligation, bound by duty, obliged. 

*5*3 Douglas .Ends xi. iv. 62 This mysfortoun .is, myne 
of ala thirkige, 'As tharto detbund in my wrachit age. 2553 
Bale Gardiner's Devera Obed. Pref. A iv, All true subiectes 
were tlettebounden to defende .. and upholde, the supreme 
autoritie of the crowne. 2597 MorleY Introd. Mm, 28, 
I will ., acknowledge myself debt bound to him. 2603 
in Ellis Grig.. Lett, 1, III, 73 note, I shall acknowledge 
myself exceedingly debt-bound to your . Excellency. 

." 2 . Of things; Obligatory, •due, 'bounden.- 
2588 A. King tr. Cam" sins' Catech. 32 And day lie giwedet- 
bound thankes to the for sua great e bene fires. 

t De'bted, ppl a. Obs , [? after - OF* de/4 

; (Betty) x see -M> ; or aphetic form of an-, en-, in- 
debted (i$th c.yj 
1 . Of things': Owed,' due, . 

" ; ei375 Sc. Leg. Saints, Agnes 272, Be gyf he jald dettyt 
honoure Til god ' hat al thinge has in cure. 1388 Wyclif 
Dent. "XV. 3 To. whom ony thing is dettid, etkir mvid. c 2440 
Hylton Scala Per/, (W , .de W. 1494) 11. vii. The. payne 
'■detted'for the synne. '2552 Abi\ Hamilton Catech. (288419 
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Obediens dettit til our natural fatheris. 2399-26.. Mas- 
singer, etc. Old Law 1. i, In my debted duty. 

2 . Of persons; Under obligation j indebted. 
c 2425 Wyntoun Cron . ix. xxvii. 267 In sic affynite Ilkane 
dettit wes til uthire. 1536 Bellenden Cron. Scot . (1821) 

I. 16 We ar dettit to you as faderis to thair childrin. 2590 
Shaks. Com. Err, iv. i. 31 Three odde Duckets more Then 
I stand debted to this Gentleman. 

Debtee (de=tr). [f- Debt-ob + -ee.) One to 
whom a debt is due : a creditor. 

2532 Dial, on Laws Eng. 1. xxix. (1638) 52 To appoint the 
Hbertieand the judgement of Conscience, .to the debtee then 
to the debtor, a 2626 Bacon Max. <5- Uses Com. Law ix. 
(1636) 39 Where the debtor makes the debtee his executor. 
2800 Addison Arner. Law Rep. 111 The consideration or 
equivalent given by the debtee to the debtor. 

tBe btful, «. Obs. Chiefly Sc. Also 5 dette- 
full, 5-7 detful(I. [f. Debt sb. + -ful.] 

1 . Owed, bounden, due ; dutiful. 

£■2425 Wyntoun Cron.vu. viii. 23 The Kyng of Frawns 
Hys Lord be detful Alegeawns. a 1440 Found. St. Bar- 
tholomew's (E.E.T.S.) 54 Sum penyes, the whiche of a vowe 
were dettefull to the Chirche of seynt Barthylmewe. 2556 
Lauder Tractate 176 And do 30W homage and reuerence, 
With all detfull Obedience. 2622 Bk. Discipl, Ck. Scot. 
Pref., The obligation, whereby they are bound for debtfull 
obedience. 

2 . Indebted. 

2649 Ld. Foord in M. P. Brown Suppl. Dec . I. 434 That 
. .Patrick Keir, .was debtful to him in greater sums. 

Hence f Be'btfully adv. Sc., duly, dutifully. 

£•1425 Wyntoun Cron. vii. viii. 704 Thare charge thai dyd 
nocht detfully. 1478 Sc. Acts Jas.III (1824) 123 (Jam.) 
That oure souuerain lord.. sal. .execut detfully the panysof 
proscripcioun & tresoun aganis the saidis personis. 

BeTbtless (de-tles), a. [See -less.] Free from, 
or clear of, debt. 

c 2386 Chaucer Prol. 582 To make him lyve by his propre 
good, In honour detteles, but if he were wood. 1570 E. 
Robson in Durham Depositions (Surtees) 228 He is worth 
^30, debtless, of his own goods, 2590 Swinburne Testa- 
ments 103 Legacies to be paid out of the cleere debtlesse 
goods. 2766 G. Canning Anti- Lucretius m. 184 Debtless 
to power, but Fortune’s and it’s own. 1848 Tait's Mag. 
276 America, free and debtless, was there before their eyes. 
Debtor (de*tai). Forms : a. 3 dettor, 3-5 
det(t;ur, 4 6 det(t)our, -or, 5 dettere, 6-7 
detter ; £. 6 -7 debtor, 7 -our, 6 - -or. See also 
Debitor. [ME. det(t)ur , -our, a. OF. det(t)or , 
-ur, -our (later det tear , debteur) : -L. debitor -em, 
acc. of debitor (whence OF. det ip re). In later 
GF. often artificially spelt with b, after L. ; in Eng. 
the b was inserted between 1560 and 1668, being 
first prevalent in legal documents, where it was 
probably assisted by the parallel form Debitor. 
(The Bible of 1611 has detter, deb ter , each thrice : 
debtor twice, debtour once.)] 

1. One who owes or is indebted to another : a. 
One who owes money to one or more persons : cor- 
relative to creditor . 

C2290 5. Eng. Leg. I. 465/117 An vsurer . . hat hadde 
dettores tweyne. 2387 Trevisa Higdett III. 289 (Matz.), 
]>e dettoures my5te nou3t pay here money at here day. 2464 
Mann. <$• Househ. Exp. 102 Thomas Hoo is become detor 
to my sayd mastyre. 2535 Cqverdale 2 Kings iv. 1 Now 
commeth the man that he was detter vnto. 1568 Grafton 
Chron . II. 360 The Admyrall became debter to them all .. 
Suche summes of money as he was become debtor for. 2612 
Bible Luke xvi. 5 So he called euery one of his lords 
detters vnto him [so all 26th c. vv . ; Wyclif dettours]. 
1644 Milton A reop. ( Arb.) 59 Dettors and delinquents may 
walk abroad without a keeper. 2745 De Foe's Eng Trades- 
man v. (1841) I. 34 Acts of grace for the relief of insolvent 
debtors. ^ 2865 Dickens Put. Fr. m. i, Pubsey & Co., 
are so strict with their debtors. 1875 Maine Hist. Inst . ix. 
257 Execution against the person of a judgment debtor, 
b. One who owes an obligation or duty. 
a 2223 Ancr. R, 126 Louerd, we siggecS for^if us ure dettes, 
al so ase we uorjiue'S to ure detturs. 1382 Wyclif Matt. 
vi. 12 Forseue to ys oure dettes as we forxeue to oure 
dettours [2388 -ouris, Covekd., Cranmer, Rhem., detters, 
Geneva , 2612, debtors]. — Rom. i. 14 To Grekis and bar- 
baryns..to wyse men and vnwy T se men, I am dettour. 
a 1535 More De quat. Nouiss. Wks. 91 To whom we be al 
dettours of death. 2593 Shaks. Lucr. 2155 When life is 
sham'd, and death Reproches detter. c 2645 Howell Lett. 
(1726) 10 Of joy ungrudg’d may each Day be a Debter. 
1653 Walton Angler i. 38, I must be your Debtor, .for the 
rest of my promised discourse, a 1677 Barrow 'Wks. ( 17 15) 
II. 140 He being . . master of all things and debtour to none, 
2847 Tennyson Princ. 11. 334 Debtors for our lives to you. 

G. Poor debtor (U. S.) : One who, being im- 
prisoned in a civil action for debt, is, under the 
laws of several States, entitled to be discharged 
after a short period, on proof of poverty, etc. 

2832 W. L. Garrison in Liberator I, 28 The Poor Debtor. 

2 . Book-keeping. Debtor (or Dr.) being written 
at the top of the left-hand or debit side of an ac- 
count is hence applied to this side of an account, or 
to what is entered there. 

[2543-2660: see Debitor.] 2714 (title\ The Gentleman 
Accomptant or an Essay to Unfold the Mystery of Ac- 
compts, by Way of Debtor and Creditor. 2745 [see Creditor 
2], 1836 Penny Cycl. V. 264/2 Exacting, .equilibrium be- 
tween debtor and creditor in each entry. 

'.attrib, [1588 : see Debitor.] 1712 Addison Sped. No. 
549 r 1 When I look upon the Debtor-side, I find such 
innumerable Articles, that I want Arithmetiek to cast them 
up. 2836 Penny Cycl. V. 264/2 All the debtor accounts on 
one side, compared with . . the credi tor accounts on the other. 
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2866 C. W. Hoskyns Occas. Ess. 233 Every human right, 
however absolute and accredited, has its corresponding 
debtor-page of duty and obligation. 

8. attrib . and Comb., as debtor law , country ; 
debtor side, etc. (see 2) ; debtor -like adj. 

2669 Dryden Tyran. Love v. i, Debtor-like, I dare not 
meet your eyes. 2810 Minchin (title', A Treatise on the 
Defects of the Debtor and Creditor Laws. 2882 H. H. 
Gibbs Dottble Stand. 68 The debtor country, .will pay its 
debts in Silver. 

Hence Be-MorsMp. 

2798 H. T. Colebrooke tr. Digest Hindu Law (x 801) I. 7 
The debtorship of others than women, or the like. 1859 
G. Meredith R. Peverel I. ix. 173 Without incurring further 
debtorship. 

+ BeTbirccimate, V- Obs — 0 [f. L. debuccinare 
to trumpet forth (Tertull), prop, debitcinare, f. de - 
(De- I, 3) + bucinare to trumpet] 4 To report 
abroad’ (Cockeram 1623). 
t Debwlliate, Obs — 0 [Improperly f. de - 
(De- I. 1) + L. bullire to boil. Cf. F. dtbouillir .] 
‘To bubble or seeth over* (Blount 1656). 
f Belrallrtion. Obs. [n. of action f. L. *de- 
bulllre : see prec ] A bubbling or boiling over. 

2727 in Bailey vol. II. 2730-6— (folio). Whence in John- 
son, Ash and mod. Diets. 

fBebirrse, V. Obs . Sc. Also 6 deburs, -burce, 

7 debourse, [a. F. dibourse-r, in OF. desbourser , 
f. des- L. dis- (see De- I. 6) + bourse :— late pop. 
L. bursa purse.] To pay out, Disburse. 

1529 W. Frankeleyn in Fiddes Wolsey n. 11726) 167 Your 
grace shuld not deburce owt of your coffers very myehe 
monye. 2561 in W. H. Turner Select. Rec. Oxford 286 
Suche. .somes as they shall deburse, e 2620 Sir J. Melvil 
Mem. 318. 2705 Kirk- Session Rec . in Sc. Leader 22 June 

1888 Debursed upon thatching the schoolhouse £ix 3s. 4d. 

Hence Debu rsing vbl. sb. = next. 

2598 Sc. Ads Jos. FI (1814) 179 (Jam.) Necessar debur- 
singis in thair hienes. .maist honorabill effairis. 

f DebuTSement. Obs. Sc. [a. F. dibourse- 
ment, f. dibourser : see prec.] =- Disbursement. 

2637-5° Row Hist. Kirk (1842) 153 Provyding ahvayes 
his debursements exceed not 400 merks. 2689 R. Sinclair 
in Leisure Hour (1883) 205/2 Accompt of debursements lor 
my son Jhon. 

Debiisscope (de-b#3k£mp). [f. the name of 

the inventor M. Debus + -scope, after kaleidoscope .] 
An optical contrivance consisting of two mirrors 
placed at an angle of 7 2°, so as to give four reflec- 
tions of an object or figure placed between them and 
form composite figures for purposes of decorative 
design, etc. 

1862 Times Year-Bk. of Fads 144 M, Debus has invented 
this new form of kaleidoscope. The debusscope may be made 
of any size, c 2865 J, Wylde in Circ. Sc, I. 43/2 In the 
Debusscope, any object placed between the mirrors is multi- 
plied, so as to present a fourfold appearance. 

11 Debut (debit), [F. vbl. sb., f. debater to make 
the first stroke in billiards, etc., lead off : see Littre 
and Hatzfeld.] Entry into society ; first appearance 
in public of an actor, actress, or other performer, 
2752 Chksterf. Lett, ccxxxviii. (1792) III. 88, I find that 
your debut at Paris has been a good one. 1806 Byron 
Occas. Prol. 15 To-night you throng to witness the dibnt 
Of embryo actors, to the Drama new. 2837 Ld. Beacons- 
field in Corr. w. Sister 1 1886) 78, I state at once that my 
debut [in House of Comm.] was a failure. 

So Bebut(e v. [cf. F. dibuter], to make one’s 
debut ; to 4 come out \ 

2830 Eraser's Mag, II. 52 He debuted at Naples, about 
five years ago, and has since performed .. in the principal 
theatres of Italy. 2885 F. Arthur Coparceners v. 69 The 
moment, .is. .a proud one for the debuting youth. 1889 
Pall Mall G. 21 Sept. 6/1 When a popular actor’s son 
4 ddbuts ’ with a flourish of trumpets. 

Debutant (ctebz/tah). [F, pr. pple. of dibuter : 
see prec.) A male performer or speaker making 
his first appearance before the public. So Debu- 
tante (-tant) [F. fern, of the same], a female appear- 
ing for the first time before the public or in society. 

2824 W. Irving T. Trav. 1 . 282 The character was favour- 
able to a debutant. 1826 Disraeli FVVa Grey iv, i, Under 
different circumstances from those which usually attend 
most political debutants. 2837 BlacJnv. Mag, X LI I. 543/t 
Gentlemen are apt to dismiss all serious thoughts in address- 
ing a very young debutante. 

Debylite, -yfce .* see Debxlite. 

Debylle, obs. form of Dibble. 

Debyte, -tie, -ty, -tour: see Debit e, etc. 
Dee.' Abbrev. of December; in Music of De- 
crescendo ; in Med. of I., decoctum ( = decoction). 
Deca-, dec-, Gr . Um- ten, an initial element 
in numerous technical words : see below. Also 
1 . Becacamtlious a. '[Gr. dmv&a thorn], having 
ten spines (Syd. Soc. Lex . 1S82). Beca-carbou 
a. Chem. in decacarbon series, the series of hydro- 
carbon compounds containing C !0 , as decane , decern, 
decine, decyl, q.v. ,, ([ Becaxera sb. pi. Zool. "[Gr. 
Ktpas, K€paT- hom], a name proposed by some natu- 
ralists for the ten-armed cephalopods, otherwise 
called Decapoda. Becacerate (Syd. Soc. Lex. 1882), 
Beca’cerous a., ten-horned, pertaining to the De- 
cacera. Becada’ctylous a. Zool., having ten rays or 
fingers (Syd, Soc. Lex.). B ecadDauome Math. [Gr. 
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ftiavopri distribution, Dianome], a quartic surface 
(dianome) having ten conical points. Be'cafid a. 
[L. fidus -cleft] = Decemfid (Syd, Soc . Lex.). 
Be’calet nonce-wd. [after triplet^, a stanza of ten 
lines. Becalobate a . [Gr. Xotfos lobe], ten-lobed. 
Beca merous a. [Gr. fiipos part], consisting of ten 
parts or divisions, decempartite (Syd. See. Lex.). 
Beca'meter nonce-wd. [Gr. pirpov measure], a 
verse consisting of ten metrical feet. Beca mgro-lar 

a. [L. angulus, corner], having ten angles = Deca- 
gonal. Becamtherous a. Bot. [Anther], having 
ten anthers. Becapa*rtite a. = decempartite i see 
Deceit-. Becape'talous a. Bot. [Petal], having 
ten petals {Syd. Soc. Lex.). Decaphyllous 
a. Bot. [Gr. <f>vk\ov leaf], ten-leaved. Becap- 
terygions a. lehth. [nTepvytop fin], having ten 
fins ; so Becaptery*gian a. and sb. Becasemic 
(-sf mik) a. [cf. the Gr. comp. TccrcrapecrmiStm- 
aijfios, f. arjpa mark, sign], consisting of ten units 
of metrical measurement as a 1 decasemic colon \ 
Becase'palous a. Bot. [Sepal], having ten sepals. 
Becaspe rmal, -spe’rmous a. Bot. [Gr. ciripjM 
seed], having ten seeds. 

1874 Salmon Analyt. Geom . Three Dim. {ed. 3) 507 Deca- 
dianome. 1861 Bentley Man. Bot. iv. §4. 274 A flower 
with Ten carpels or Ten styles is Decagynous. 1882 Vines 
Sachs's Bot. 654 Whorls dimerous to octamerous . . or penta- 
merous and decamerous. i8zi Blackw. Mag'. X. 387 They 
might have appeared as decameters, had that structure of 
verse pleased the eyes of the compositor. 18.. Lee (cited 
by Webster 1828, Decangular. 1879 Sir G. Scott Led. 
Archit. II. 197 The vaulting, having its sides divided,, 
making in alt a decapartite vault. 1793 Martyn Lang. 
Bot. s.v. } Decaphylhts calyx, a decaphyllous or ten-leaved 
calyx; as in Hibiscus. 1847 Craig, _ Decapterygians, a 
name given by Schneider to an artificial division of fishes, 
including such as have ten fins. Ibid , , Decasfiermal, 
Decaspermous , containing ten seeds, as the berry of Psi- 
diwn decas fiermum. 

2 . esp. in the nomenclature of the French metric 
system, the initial element in names of measures 
and weights, composed of ten times the standard 
unit of the series in question. (Cf. Deck) Hence, 
Be'cagramme, -gram (F. decagramme), the 
weight of 10 grammes (-154-32349 troy grains, 
or *353 oz. avoird.). De*calitre (cle'kalftoi), [F, 
ddcad], a measure of capacity, containing 10 litres 
( — 610-28 cubic inches, or a little over 2L gallons). 
Be*cametre (-de-kam/toi), [F. dica-\ a lineal 
measure of 10 metres ( =32 ft. 0-7079 inches Eng.). 
Becastere (de'kastMi), [F. dficastbre). a solid mea- 
sure = 10 steres or cubic metres. Also f Decare 
(obs.), a measure of 10 ares ■= 1000 square metres. 

1810 Naval Chron. XXIV, 301-2. [Has decagram, deca • 
littre, decameter , decar.} 1828 J. M. Spearman Brit. Gunner 
(ed. 2) 417 Decametre signifies ten metres. Ibid. 419 Kiliare 
.. Hectare .. Decare, i860 Ait Year Round No. 69. 448 
A decalitre . . would contain a hundred thousand grains [of 
wheat]. 1890 Daily News 10 Dec, 3/3 He then brought up 
the dose of lymph to two decagrammes, a potent one, 

+ Decaxhinnate, s'. Obs.-° [f. L. decackin- 
ndre (Tertull.) to deride (De- 1 4 ).] 1 To scorn’ 
(Cockeram, 1623). 

Decachord (de’kalqmi V a. and sb. Also 6 
-corde. [ad, L. decachord-us, ~um, a. Gr. Se/m- 
Xopd-os, -ov, ten-stringed, f. Um + ~x°pty string.] 

A. adj. Ten-stringed (cf. Ps. xxxii. 2 Iv \paXrr)- 
p(<p Sexaxbpfy). B. sb. A musical instrument with 
ten strings. 

C1525 Skelton Replyc. 340 Dauid, our poete, harped., 
melodiously, .in his decacorde psautry. 1535 Abp. Parker 
Ps. (1556) A ij, In Lute and Harpe rejoyce to sing, Syng 
Psalmes in decachorde. 1609 Douland Ornith. Microl, 23 
It is called a Monochord, because it hath but one string, as 
. .a Decachord which hath tenne.. 1659 Hammond On Ps. 
Wks. 1684 IV. j.91 Dechacord or instrument of ten strings. 
Ibid., On a dechachord Psaltery. 1858 Neale Bernard de 
M, 33 Whose everlasting music Is the glorious decachord, 
t Decacho rdon. Obs. (In 7 -cordon.) [a, 
Gr. demxopbov ; see prec.] — prec. B. Alsoyf^*. 

x6o2 W. W atsox (title), Decacordon of Ten Quodltbeticall 
Questions concerning Religion and State. 1613 R. C. 
Table A Iph ,, Decacordon, an instrument with tenne strings, 
t Becactrminate, v. Obs.- 0 [fi L, dficacu- 
minare to deprive of the top (De- I. 6),] 

1656 Blount Gtossogr,, Decacuminate , to take off the 
top of any thing. 1727 BaileyvoI. II, Dec acuminated, 
having the Tops lopped off. (So in J. and mod. Diets.} 
Decad (de*kad), [ad. Gr. beaus, SmaS-y col- 
lective sb. from bma ten.] 

X. The number ten (the perfect number of the 
Pythagoreans \ 

x6x6 in Bullokar. 1655-60 Stanley Hist. Philos. {1701) 
379/2 The Decad comprehends every Reason of Number, and 
every Proportion. 1865 Grote Plato I. i. 1 1 The Dekad, the 
full and perfect number. 1881 tr. Zeller* s Presocratic Phil. 
X. 427 AH numbers and all powers of numbers appeared to 
them [the Pythagoreans] to be comprehended in the decad, 

2 . Music. A group of ten notes out of which may 
be formed the consonant triads, and all the discords 
possible without a modulation. 

1875 A. J. Ellis tr. Helmholtz 663 Decad. 

3 . An earlier spelling of Decade, q.v. 


! Becadaetylous : see Deca- prefix 1. 

Bec^dal (de'kadal), a. [f. L. decas, decad-em, 
a. Gr. fiems, Se/mS-ct Decade + -al.] Of or re- 
lating to the number ten ; belonging to a decade or 
period of ten years. 

1753 Chambers Cycl. Sufifi. s. v. Arithmetic, Decadal 
A rithmetic , that performed by the nine figures and a Cypher. 
1881 M. L. Knapp Disasters 45 The decadal character of 
epidemics has been noticed. f 

De'cadardi. Gr. Hist. [ad. Gr. Bem< 5 apx~os, 
f. ScjmS-a Decade + dpxbs chief.] A commander 
of ten, a decurion. 

1794 T. Taylor tr. Pausanias III. 16 The Decadarchs, or 
governors of companies consisting each of ten men. 

De'cadarcliy, deka-. Gr. Hist, [ad, Gr. 
ScmSapxtct : see prec.] A ruling body of ten. Cf. 
Decarchy. 

1849 Grote Greece 11. Ixv. V. 547 He constituted an 
oligarchy of ten native citizens, chosen from among his — 
partisans, and called a Dekarchy. or Dekadarchy. 1852 
Ibid. n. Ixxvii. X. 137 The oppressions exercised by the 
Spartan harmosts and the dekadarebies. 

Peca dar y (de*kaderi h a. [f. L. decad-em De- 
cade + -ary, after F . ddcadaire.] Relating to a 
decade or period of ten days (in the French Re- 
publican calendar of 1 793), 

1801 DupRfi Neolog. Fr. Diet. 71 Dtcadaire . . A decadary 
festival dedicated to the Eternal. 1823 Southey in Q. Rev . 
XXVIII. 508 For the purpose of giving a religious character 
to the Decadary fetes. 2876 G. F. Chambers Astron . 454 
The whole of the decadary days were kept, or ordered to be 
kept, as secular festivals. 

X>ecada*tion. Music, [f. Decad 2 + -ation.] 
The process of converting one decad into another in 
order to obtain a new series of consonant triads, etc. 

1875 A. J. Ellis tr. Helmholtz 665 This change of one 
decad into another is called decadation. 

Becade (de*k/d). Also 7-9 decad, [a. F. 
decade (14th c. in Littre), ad. L. decas, decad-em, 
a. Gr. dercas, SitcaSa, a group of ten, f. ten. 
Cf. Decad.] 

1 . An assemblage, group, set, or^ series of ten, _ 
1594 Plat Jewell-ho. in. 81 Your subiectesjmmst consist 

of Decades, whereof the first is a man, and the fifth a woman. 
x6iz R. Sheldon Serm. St, Martin’s 41 Of which some 
bring into this Kingdome Decades of thousands, 1679 T. 
Pierce {title', A decad of Caveats to the people of England, 
1725 Pope Odyss. xvi. 265 Can we engage, not decads, but 
an host ? 1830 Godwin Cloudesley III.xv. 298 H is prisoners 
were divided into two decads. 1830 D’ Israeli Chas. / , III. 
xiv. 301 In two hours, our fervid innovator drew up that 
decade of propositions. 1872 0 . Shipley Gloss. Feel Perms 
s.v. Beads 6t The' practice of saying fifteen decades of the 
Ave Maria, with one Our Father after each decade, was 
invented by St, Dominic, 

2 . spec. Short for * decade of years ’ ; a period of 
ten years. 

1605 T. Hutton Reasons for Refusal tax So many tens 
or decads of yeares. 1709 J. Palmer Latter Day Glory 
1x2 That Decad of Years in which 'the Empire ceased. *869 
Rawlinson Anc. Hist. 296 The war., might still have con- 
tinued for another decade of years. 

c 1655 T. Dugard in S, Ashe Fun. Serm. (1655) 71 His 
smoother brow . . made me hope that He might raise eight 
Decads to a Century. 1837 Hallam Hist. Lit. Li. § 19 In 
the second. decad of the 12th Cent, 1864 Tennyson Aylmer's 
F. 82 Since Averill was a decad and a half His elder. 1878 
Dowden Stud. Lit. 1 The last decade of that century, 

. ■ b, :A. period of ten. days, substituted for the week 
in the French Republican calendar of 2 793. 

1798 Anti. Jacobin in Spirit Public Jrnls. {1799) II, 43 In 
the course of the next decade I shall sail to the canal which 
is now cutting across the Isthmus .of Suez. . zfiox Dupre 
Neolog. Fr, Diet. 7.x Three decades make. a month of thirty 
days. ' . 

■. 3 . A division of a literary work, containing ten 
books or parts ; as the decades of Livy. 

. 1475 Bk. Noblesse 53 I rede In the Romayns stories. of 
Titus Livlus, in the booke of the first decade. 1555 Eden 
(title). The Decades of the newe worlde or West India, 
1594 'title', Diana ; or the excellent conceitful Sonnets of 

H. C[ on stable] . , Deuided into viij Decads, . 1651 Walton 
Reliq IVotton. (1672) 46 "Fis the first Epistle. in his Printed 
Decads. 1789 Mrs. Piozzi Journ. Frame I. 394 '.He was 
a blockhead, and burned' Livy's decads. • 1840 Macaulay 
Ranke Ess, 1852. II.' 239 It is now as hopelessly lost as the 
second decade of Livy, x88z Encycl Brit, XIV. . '72-6/1 
(Livy', The division into decades iacertainly not due to the 
: author himself, -.'and is first Heard of at .the end of the 5th.. 
century, 

4 , Comb, f decade-day « Decadt ; decade- 
ring, a finger-ring having ten' projections or knobs' 
for- counting the '.repetition' of so many ■ Aves. 

2798 Anti-Jacobin in Sfiir. Public Jmis, (x 799) TI, x'34 ■ 
When father had been keeping his Decade-day, as he calls 
it (for we had no Sundays now, though we did. no work),' 
2862 C. W. King Ant. Gems (1866) 296 'The. decade rings 
of medieval times . . are readily 'known by their having ten 
projections like short cogs .on their circumference, represent- 
ing so many Aves, whilst the round head, engraved with 

I. H.S., stands for the Pater Noster. 

t Deca*de, decaid, v. Sc. Obs, [ad. L. de- 
cad-Bre Decay.] To fall down, fail. 

. ; 25 ,. Aberdeen Meg. (Jamieson). 

Decadence (de-kadens, d/kF s *dens). In fi-y 
Sc. decadens. [a. F. dicadence (1413 in Hatzf/), 
ad. med.I,. decadentia, Sp,, ?g, decadincia. It, de- 
cadenza * a declyning, a decaying’ (Florio\ & de- 
cadere to'' decay, i tie- down + cmire .to fall ' (the 


Comm. Romanic repr. of L. cadire to fall ; cf. Sp. 
caer, F. chioir ). The prevalent accentuation has 
been deca dence, peril, after decay (see the dic- 
tionaries); decadence is now considered more 
scholarly.] 

The process of falling away or declining (from a 
prior state of excellence, vitality, prosperity, etc.) ; 
decay ; impaired or deteriorated condition, 

1549 Comfit. Scot. vii. 72 My triumphant stait is succum- 
bit in decadens. 2623 Favine Theat. Hon. 11. xii. 277 Fore- 
warning of the entire decadence of the Kingdom, a 2649 
Drumm. of Hawth. Poems 285 Doth in Decadens fall and 
slack remaine, a 2734 North Exam. 11. v. § 141 (1740) 406 
The Decadence of all the Good he had ^ hoped, or could 
hope for, in the World, _ 2762 Goldsm . Cit. IV, xl, Every 
day produces some pathetic exclamation upon the decadence 
of taste and genius. 2825 Scott Guy M. ii, The old castle, 
where the family lived in their decadence, . 2847 La Lindsay 
Chr. Art 'I. .114 The. eleventh century, commonly con- 
sidered as marking the lowest decadence of Byzantine art. 
1872 j, B. Mayor in Jrnl. Philol. III. 348 ‘Decadence' 
seems to have made little way in England^ until the last 
’ quarter of a century, when, .it came into fashion, apparently 
to denote decline, and connote a scientific and enlightened 
view of that decline on the part of the user. 

b. spec. Applied to a particular period of de- 
cline in art, literature, etc. 

e, g. the Silver Age of Latin literature ('chiefly a. French 
use) ; in A rt, the period subsequent" to Raphael and Michael 
'Angelo. 

1852 Mrs. Jameson Leg, Madonna Introd. 1*857)73 The 
style of art belongs to the decadence. 2874. Stubbs ifimt. 
Hist. III. xxi. 615 The men of the decadence, not less than 
the men of the renaissance, were giants of learning, 

c. lit. Falling down, falling off. wmc-tm, 

2822 Sir R. Wilson Diary 1. 136, I fell to the ground in the 

dirtiest soil that could be selected by a man in a state of 
decadence. ^ 2884 Firm, Weekly Post 15 Nov. 1/4 This 
process is said to prevent the decadence of the hair. 

Decadency (de’kadensi, d/kv'-ejensi). Also 
7 decaydeney. [f. as prec. with suffix -sxcy,] 
Decaying condition ; also** prec. 

2633 J. Hayward tr. Biondf s Eromem 132 The Infirnmie 
and decadency of the King, 1685 F. S'fKNCKi flame if 
Medici 239 'During the decaydeney and rcstatimtion of the 
Roman empire,. 2777 3 Hsc. in A mm, Reg. 189/2 The causes 
of the decadency .of an empire. 1779 Swinhurnk Tmv. 
Spain xltv. tTd, . Burgoft . . long jt»**c* Mumdoncd by its 
princes to obscurity and decadency. xZx» W. Taylor in 
Monthly Mag. XX. A IV. 14 Of u cadaverous man the decay, 
of a 'paralytic man the decadency, is sensible, 2844 firmer s 
Mag, XXIX, 3*3 He enumerated all ■ the 'Cause* of the 
Spanish decadency. 

Decadent uk*kadcnt, d/kFm&iL, a. [f. De- 
cadence : see -ENT, So inod.F, diauknt 
1. That is in a state of decay or decline ; falling 
off or deteriorating from a prior condition of ex- 
cellence, vitality, prosperity, etc. 

2837 Carlyle hr. Ret. t 1. ii, Ttw« decadent ages m 
which no Ideal either grows or biosMms 1 *8pt Black je 
Lays Higkl Introd. 50 .A grey, old' town with an air. of 
decadent respectability about it, 2885 II me, r'lAiMMTrria 
in Mag, of Art Sept 477/2 To establish in hi® kingdom 
the already decadent and modern art of Italy, 

ti 2. Said of a French school which affects to 
belong to an age of decadence in literature and 
art. Hence sb. A member of this fraternity. 

■1x885 .Figaro ».» Sept., Le dtodent n*a pas 4*»dde»« II dm 
veut vm. II aiitte mxeux lei mot*. an lecieiw h corn- 
prendre et k mettre dei'kWe* mm lei ht lectewr s’y 

refuse gdndmkment. De Ik, mdpri® du ddcadent pour le 
leeteur.], *888 Sat, Rev, 6 0 ct. 417/® M. Dflurmtiteter ha* 
written in a style occasionally a. little decadent and over- 
elaborate, 2890 Ibid, as Nov, Sos/ss The very noisy and 
motley crew of: younger writer* in France . . naturalists, 
decadents, scientific critics, and what, not, 2889 Daily 
Mews 8 Nov. 5/a A wonderful piece of * decadent ' French, 
in a queer new style, as if Raotkis** Limousin had been 
reborn, with, a fresh manner of being utiiniellsgible. 
lb nee Be-ca&ently adv, 

x Sat. Rev, 23 Apr, 49^'a It is very prettily and de* 
cadently written, 

Decadescent (dekidrAf\ mwe*mt ff, 
•a^jumeti L. type deeadcseer^ inceptive from. med.L. 
or Romanic deuuien: see 1 )K<‘adln<. k and «ESi KbT.J 
Beginning or tending to decay. 

*ig8 National Rev, 0 <*t, 3 s* TJiONt pcriK of matrimony 
over which decadesceut virgsui sigh #ti atl'«ii«||}y, 

ii Decadi. [Fr. : f, Gr. $«V« ten +■ »di «lay in 
Limai, etc.] The tenth day of the * decade * in 
the French Republican calendar, supenwriiag Sun- 
day m a city of rest 

Lei. ./# Wy Millet Wks. VII, "358 Annul jinc 
the Calvhi»ti*ik sabbath, anti t-aablidiiiM the dncafii m 
atheism' is all hi* ".state*, ■ xfioz H* M, Wn.t-tAm Sp. fir, 
Rejh L xxli* m The fm§4 t formed mt® a walk* furnishes a 
bail-room to mt vilkgero on the decadi 
Decadianome : see Deca- prefix, 

Decadic (d/lcse*dik\ a, [a. Gr. 
f, Gr. teaS- (sec Dkcads) + -icj Belonging to 
the system of counting by tens; denary. 

2838 Sir W. Hamilton Logic jcxvL Ii, 4a We select 

the decadic schesneof »«»eratioiL 1877 E. Cairo Pbiim, '■ 
Rant n, vh *93 The dvowfic iy*4tm of mtmleH, 2883 Time* 
5 July y/s-Jhe reduction of a Beoidtc Qmntie* : 

Becadist (dc*kathst). ? arer- H ft, Gr. bexafi- 
Dec adi + -1ST,] One who writes in decades, 

*674 Blount Glmsogr. iM, 4'!, Decad£*i t it W rit#r of Beatitb^ 
such was Titus livius,. 


DECADRACHM. 


DECANT, 


Decadrachm, deka- (de'kadrsem). Numisin . 
[f. Gr. de/caSpaxuos of the value of ten drachmae, f. 
bUa ten + Bpaxfdj Drachma.] An ancient Greek 
silver coin of the value of 10 drachmas. 

1856 Sat. Rev. II. 735/1 Pre-eminent amongst them was 
a decadrachm of Syracuse. 

Deeaesarize, etc. : see De- II. i. 

Decafid : see Dec a- prefix i. 

Decagon (de'kag^i). Geom . [ad. med.L. de - 
cagonum sb., -us adj., a. Gr. detc&yowov, -t s, f. Gr. 
Sifca ten, and 7 avia corner or angle, -ycovos angled. 
Used at first in Latin form. Cf. F. dicagone, 1652 
in Hatzfeld.] A plane figure having ten sides and 
ten angles. Also attrib. 

[1571 Digges Pantom . iv. xxv. H h iij b, The superficies of 
an equiangle Decagonum.] 1613-59 I. Jones in Leoni 
Palladio's Archit. 1,1742) II. 46 A Circle without and De- 
cagon within. 1704 J. Harris Lex. Techn. s.v., If they are 
all equal to one another ’tis then called a Regular Decagon, 
and it may be inscribed in a Circle. 1838 M array's Handbk. 
N. Germ. 226 The circular portion, or rather the decagon, 
was not finished till 1227. i 83 i Trans. Victoria Inst. XIV. 
195, 1 discovered a perfect decagon terra cotta cylinder. 

Decagonal (d/kse'gonal), a. [f. med.L. de- 
cagon-um 4- -al.] Of or pertaining to a decagon ; 
of the form of a decagon ; ten-sided. 

1571 Digges Pantom. iv. ix. Y j b, The decagonall corde 
of that circle wheron Icosaedron is framed. 1717 Berkeley 
Tour in Italy Wks. 1871 IV. 526 What remains is a deca- 
gonal building. 1879 Sir G. Scott Led. Archit. II. 235 
Its surrounding wall is not circular, but decagonal. 
Decagram : see Dec a- prefix 2. 

Decagynous (d/kse-d^inos), a. Bot . [f. mod. 
Bot.L. aecagyn-us, f. Gr. hl/ca ten + yvvrj woman, 
female, taken by Linnaeus in sense of f female organ, 
pistil L] Having ten pistils. 

So Beeagy’nia, a name for an order of plants 
having ten pistils, in a class of the Lirmaean Sexual 
System, as class Decandria, order Decagynia, genus 
Phytolacca : see Linnaeus Spec. Plant, ed. 1, 1753, 
Colin Milne Bot. Did . 1770. 

Decahedral (deka,hJ*dral), a. [f. next -f- -al.] 
Having the form of a decahedron; ten-sided. 

1811 Pinkerton Petral. 1 . 404 Prismatic decahedral selen- 
ite, produced by the elongated octahedron. 

Decahedron (dekajhrdr^n). Geom. [Repre- 
senting a Gr. *8(/cb€Spor, neuter of * 8 €/cdc 5 poy, on 
the model of Ifaefyos, f. Se/ea ten + ebpa seat, base. 
Cf. F. decaldre, Iiauy 1801.] A solid figure having 
ten faces. 1838 in Webster. 

Decaid : see Decade v. {Sc.). 

Deeairt, var. of Decart Sc. Obs,, to discard. 
Decalcation (dfk&lk^'Jbn). [f. L. de- down 
(De- I. 1) •+• calcdre to tread, to trample; see 
-ATION.] A treading or trampling down or hard. 

1827 Steuart Planter's G. (1828)294 When it will bear 
the workmen's feet, it is ultimately finished, by a complete 
decalcation of the surface. 

Decalcify (d/karlsifoU, v. [f. De- II. 1 4- 
Calcify.] trans. To deprive {e.g. bone) of its 
lime or calcareous matter. Hence DecaTcifled 
ppl. a . ; HecaTcifyiixgf vbl. sb . ; Becalcifica’tion., 
the action of decalcifying. 

1847-9 Todd Oycl Anai. IV. 564/1 No vestige of them can 
be traced in the decalcified shell 1859 Ibid. V. 487/2 Decal- 
cification brings to light no endoplasts in the ‘cells'. 1859 
J. Tomes Dental Surg . (1873) 297 Decalcifying a tooth by 
the aid of a dilute mineral acid. 1875 Darwin Insectiv. PL 
vi, 105 The normal appearance of decalcified bone. 
Becalcoma’nia. Often in Fr. form. [ad. 
mod.F. dicalcomanie, f. dicalquer to transfer a 
tracing + - manie mania, craze,] A process or art 
of transferring pictures from a specially prepared 
paper to surfaces of glass, porcelain, etc., much in 
vogue about 1862 - 4 . Also attrib. 

1864 The Queen 27 Feb. 164 There are few employments 
for leisure hours which for the past eighteen months have 
proved either so fashionable or fascinating as decalcomanie. 
1865 Morn. Star 25 Aug., The potichomania , . assumed a 
still more virulent craze when aecalcomania was ushered 
into the world* 1869 Eng. Meek. 12 Nov. 21 5/1 Gilded 
scroll-work can be made to show through plain glass by the 
Decalcomanie process. 

Decalcomamiac, one who practises this process. 
1866 Miss Braddon Lady's Mile xx 6 The most timid of 
the decalcomaniacs. 

Decalet, -litre, -lob ate : see Dec a- t, 2. 
Decalogist (d/karlodgist). rare. [f. L. deca- 
logue Decalogue + -ist.] One who expounds the 
decalogue or Ten Commandments. " ■ ■ 

1650 Gregorps Posthuma Life 3 M r Dod the Decalogist. 
1:738 Neal Hist. Purit. IV. 452., 1880 A H. Drysdale 
II ist. Presbyt. Eng. n. v. 241 John Dod isurnamed the De- 
calogist, from his book on the Ten Commandments). 

Decalogue (de*kalpg). [a, F. dicalogue (15th 
, c. in HatzLV ad, L. decatog-us (Tertullian), a, Gr, 
Seicakoyos (origy adj. i) StKakoyos, sc, 0t0Ko$) f in 
Clemens Alexand., etc., from the phrase ol Ukcl 
\ 6ynt the tea commandments,' in LXX, Philo, etc. 
In Wyelif, prob. directly from Latin: cf. quot. 1563. 

The word occurs repeatedly in the Latin version of I renaeus 
adv. Hares. and was. probably in the Greek original J ' 
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The Ten Commandments collectively as a body ! 
of law. 

1383 Wyclif Rom. Prol 299 The noumbre of the firste 
maundementus of the decaloge. 1563 Man M usculus’ Com - 
monpl. 34 a, The preceptes of the Decalogus bee called, the 
tenne wordes. 1643 Howell For. Trav. (Arb.) 84 They be- 
leeve the Decalog of Moses. 1670 J. Goodwin Filled with 
the Spirit To Rdr. A iij a, The Second Table of the Deca- 
logue or Ten Commandments. 1755 Young Centaur i. Wks. 
1757 IV. in Both the tables of the decalogue are broken. 
1847 H, Miller First Impr. iv. (1857) 55 The great geologic 
register, graven, like the decalogue of old, on tables of stone. 

trans/. a 1649 Drumm. of Hawth. Skiamachia Wks. (1711) 
199 O new and ever till now concealed decalogue I a 1861 
Clough Poems {title), The Latest Decalogue. 

f D@calva*tion. Obs. [n. of action f. L. dc- 
calvdre to make bald, f. de- (De- I. 3 ) + calvus 
bald.] A making bald by removal of hair. 

1650 Bulwer A nthropomet. 48 All those wayes of Decalva- 
tion practised by the Ancients, . 1737 L. Clarke Hist. 
Bible (1740) I. vi, For Decalvation, or leaving any part 
where hair grew, bald, was one great offence. 

Deealvinize : see De- II. 1 . 

Decamalee = Dik am alt, an Indian gum. 
Decameron (d/k£e*mer/>n). [a. It. Decamerone , 
f. Gr. Sena ten + tjfipa day, after Hexdmeron , 
mediaeval corruption of Hexahemeron or Hexa'e- 
meron , Gr. ^arj/xepov. The Greek form would be 
8ixhl X£ P 0V or betcaTjpfpov.] The title of a work by 
Boccaccio containing a hundred tales which are 
supposed to be related in ten days ; used allusively 
by Ben Jonson. Hence Be earner o nic a., char- 
acteristic of or resembling Boccaccio’s work. 

1609 B. Jonson Sil. Worn. 1. iii, Clcr. When were you 
there ? Daup. Last night : and such a Decameron of sport 
fallen out ! Boccace never thought of the like. 

Decamerous, Decametre ; see Deca- i, 2. 
Decamp (d/kse'mp), v. [a. ¥ .dicamper, earlier 
dcscamper (Cotgr. 1611) ; f. des-, di~ (see De- I. 6) 

+ camp. Cf. It. scampare — discampare , Discamp.] 

1. intr . {Mil.) To break up a camp ; to remove 
from a place of encampment. Lienee, said of other 
bodies or parties leaving a camping-place. 

1676 [see b]. 1678 Phillips, T o Decamp, a term now grown 
much into use in Military Affairs, and signifies to rise from 
the present place of Incampment, in order to a removing and 
ii icamping in another place. 1692 Siege Lymerick 2 Here we 
incamp’d, and lay till the 14th, on which day we decamp'd. 
1725 De Foe Voy. round World ( 1840)312 The Spaniards’ 
gentleman caused them to decamp, and march two days 
further into the mountains, and then they encamped again. 
1803 Wellington in Owen Desp. 408 We found on our arrival 
that the armies of both chiefs had decamped. 1868 Freeman 
Norm. Conq. {1876) II. viii. 290 The Count and his host had 
decamped. 

b. Const, from, etc. 

1676 Row Snppl. Blair's Antobiog. x. (1848) 161 That 
powder had been laid there the year before, when the army 
decamped from Dunse-law. 1693 Blackmore Pr. Arth . 
vi. 429 Decamping thence, his arm'd Battalions gain.. the 
fertile Plain. 1836 W. Irving A storia III. 97 They were fain 
to decamp from their inhospitable bivouac before the dawn. 

2. Togo away promptly or suddenly ; to make 
off at once, take oneself off ; often said of crimi- 
nals and persons eluding the officers of the law. 

1751 Smollett Per. Pic. civ, He ordered them [servants! 
to decamp without further preparation. 1764 Sterne in 
Traill Life 87 Christmas, at which time I decamp from hence 
and fix my head-quarters at London. 1793 Gentl. Mag. 
17/2 Probably the rascal is decamped ; and where is your 
remedy? 1828 D'Israeh Chas. I, I. iv. 76 An idle report 
that Prince Charles designed to decamp secretly from Spain. 
1883 Manch. Exam. ^ 29 June 5/2 The murderer had de- 
camped, and taken with him 2,000 francs. 
fig. 1806-7 J. Beresford Miseries Hum. Life (1826) ix. 
iii, Finding, as you sit down to an excellent dinner, that your 
appetite has secretly decamped. 1871 Rossetti Poems , 
Jenny 310 So on the wings of day decamps My last night's 
frolic. 

1 3. trans. To cause to break up a camp. rare. 
1684 Scanderbeg Rediv. v. 120 The next day decampt his 
whole Army and followed them. 1733 Millner Compend . 
Jrnl. 202 The Duke decamp’d our Army from Nivelie. 

*{f 4. catackr. To camp. Obs. 

1698 Fryer Acc. £. India 42 They . . being beaten from 
their Works near the City, had decamped Seven Miles off 
St. Thomas. 1743 Pococke Descr. East 11. n. n. 120 It 
leads to a plain spot on the side of the hill where the Urukes 
were decamping. 

Hence Deca*mped ppl. a., Deca-mping vbl.sh. 
1689 Luttrell Brief Ret. (1857) I 567 We have the con- 
firmation of the decamping of the Irish from before Derry. 
1770 Langhorne Plutarch {1 879) II. 780/1 Caesar hoped, by 
his frequent decampings, to provide better for his troops. 
1887 Pali Mall G. 14 Nov. 32/1 To inquire into the doings 
of the decamped bankrupt . . and his associates. 

Beca’mpment, sb. [a. F. dicampement ( 16 th 
c.), f. dicamper : see prec. and -me nt.] The action 
of decamping ; the raising of a camp ; a prompt 
departure. 

X70 6 Phillips (ed. Kersey), Decampment , a Decamping, 
or Marching off. 2733 Millner Compend. Jml. 300 
Both Armies march’d from their several Decampments 
Rightward, 1736 Eliza Stanley tr. Hist. Pr. Titi 122 
Having by some few Decampments . . drawn Ginguet’s 
Army into a spacious Plain. 1751 Smollett Per. Pic. (1779) 
IV. xc. 86 In consequence of this decampment, the borrower 
had withdrawn himself. 2809 W. Irving Knickerb. (1861) 
259 The vigilant Peter, perceiving that a moment’s delay 
were fatal, made a secret and precipitate decampment, 


Decasi (de’kan). Also 5-6 dLecane. [ad. L. 
deednus , Gr. Se/cavos ; cf. Dean.] 

+ 1. A chief or ruler of ten. Obs. 

2569 J. Sanford tr. Agrippa's Van . Aries 130a, Moses did 
then appoint them .. Centurians, Quinquagenarians and 
Decans. 

2. Astrol. The chief or ruler of ten parts, or ten 
degrees, of a zodiacal sign; also this division 
itself. Cf. Decanate \ 

1588 J. Harvey Discours. Probl. 103 The great Conjunc- 
tion of Saturne and Iupiter in the last Decane of Pisces. 
2651 J. I [reake] Agrippa’s Occ. Philos. 391 Angels who 
might rule the signs, triplicities, decans, quinaries, degrees 
and stars. 1678 Cudworth Intelt. Syst. 1. iv. 317 (transl. 
Porphyrius) Such of the Egyptians as talk of no other Gods 
but the planets . . their decans, and horoscopes, and robust 
princes, as they call them. 1812 Buchan in Singer Hist. 
Cards 361 Each of these signs is divided into three decans 
or thirty degrees, 
t 3 . =Dean L Obs. 

1432-50 tr. Higden {Rolls) VII. 477 Symon . . decan [1387 
Trevisa deen] in the same churche. 1496 Will o/Hawarden 
(Somerset Ho. 1, Decane of the Arches. 1538 Leland I tin. 
II. 40 Walingford .. There is also a Collegiate Chapel .. 
There is a Decane, 4 Prestes, 6 Clerkes, and 4 Choristers. 

Decanal ^d/k^-nal), a. [f. L. decan-us Dean 

+ -AL.] 

1. Of or pertaining to a dean or deanery, 

1707 Loud. Gaz. No. 4386/3 Libraries of 3 degrees, viz. 

| General, Decanal or Lending, and Parochial. 1862 Sat. Rev . 
XIV. 705/2 The specially Decanal virtues. 3868 Milman 
St. Pauls xi. 271 The decanal and prebendal estates. 

2. Applied to the south side of the choir of a 
cathedral or other church, being that on which the 
dean usually sits. 

3792 Chron . in Ann. Reg. 67/1 The Pall-bearers and exe- 
cutors in the seats on the Decanal side, the other noblemen 
and gentlemen on the Cantorial side. 1877 J- D. Chambers 
Div . Worship 4 On the Decanal or Southern side. 

Hence Beca-nally, also Beca’nically, advbs. 
{nonce-wds.), as a dean. 

1882 Plumptre in Spectator 8 Apr. 465/1 The twin-brother 
Deans, born decanally on the same day. 1893 A. K. H, 
Boyd 25 Years cf St. Andrew's I. 286 A great Welsh 
preacher, though as Stanley said, a babe decamcally, a very 
young dean. 

tDexanate 1 - Astrol. Obs [f. Decan + -ate.] 
-=Face sb. 11c: see quot. 1696. 

1647 Lilly Chr. Astrol. viii. 58 He [Saturn] hath also 
these [degrees] for his Face or Decanate. 3653 Gatakkr 
Find. Annot. Jer. 23 It is in the last degree of the Decanate 
of Aries. 1696 Phillips, Decanate , by some called Decurie , 
and in Astrology the Face, is one third part, or ten Degrees 
of each Sign, attributed to some particular Planet, which 
being therein, shall be said to have one Dignity, and conse- 
quently cannot be Peregrine. 

Dexanate [ad. med.L. decandtus , f. de- 
ednus Dean.] = Deanery 2. 

1835 Dansey Horse Dec. Rnr. I. xxxiv. (Contents'', Deans 
rural, general supervisors and censors of the inhabitants of 
their decanates. 

f Deea*nd,er, Bot. Obs . [See next.] A plant 
having ten stamens ; a member of the decandria. 
1828 in Webster. 

I! Deca'ndria. Bot. [mod. Bot. L. (Linnaeus) 
f. Gr. Shea ten + dv8p- man, male, taken as * male 
organ, stamen’.] In the Sexual System of Lin- 
naeus, the class of plants having ten stamens. 

1775 in Ash. 1794 Martyn Rousseau's Bot. ix. 89 Decan- 
dria, which has ten stamens. 

Hence Beca'ndrian a. = next. 1828 m Webster. 
Decandrous (d/kaemdrss), a. Bot. [f. as 
prec. + -oua.] Characterized by ten stamens. 

1808 J. E. Smith in Trans. Linn. Soc. IX. 244 (title) 
Specific Characters of the Decandrous Papilionaceous Plants 
of New Holland. 1872 Oliver Elem. Bot. 11. 248 In some 
exotic allies the stamens are decandrous. 

Decane (cle'k^n). Chew. [f. Gr. dim ten 4 - 
-ane 2 b.] The saturated hydrocarbon C w H 22 J 
one of the paraffins found in coal-tar. 

3875 in Watts Diet. Chem. VII. 422. 

D8cane, obs. form of Decan, Deacon. 
t Deca*nery, -ary. Obs. [f. L. decan-us 
Dean+-eky.] = Deanery. 

1538 Leland I tin. II. 29 The Chirch » . is impropriate onto 
the Decanerie of Saresbyri. 1647 N. Bacon Disc. Govt. 
1. xii. (1739 1 23 Dioceses have also been sub-divided into in- 
feriour Precincts, called Deanaries or Decanaries, the chief 
of which was wont to be a Presbyter of the highest note, 
called Decanus. 

Decangular : see Deca- prefix 1 . 

!! Decani (d/k^noi), [L., genitive of deednus 
Dean.] Of a dean, dean’s ; in phrases decani side, 
stall (of a choir) : *= Decanal 2 . In Music used 
to indicate the decanal side of the choir in anti- 
phonal singing. 

3760 Boyce Cathedral Music I. 8. 1866 Direct. Angl. 

353 Decani Stall , the first return stall on the right upon 
entering the choir. 1891 J. T. Fowler tin letter), At Durliam 
the Decani and Cantons sides are reversed. 
Decanonize, -ation; see De- II. 1 . 

Decant (d/ksemt), vf [a. F. dicanter, ad. 
med.L. decantkdre (a word of the alchemists), f. 
de- down + canthus the angular beak or Hip* of 
a cup or jug, a transferred use of Gr. k&v&qs comer 
of the eye (Darmesteter).] 

[ trans. To pour off (the clear liquid of a solution) 


DECANT. 


DECARCHY. 


■ 


by gently inclining the vessel so as not to dis- 
turb the lees or sediment ; esp. in Client, as a means 
of separating a liquid from a precipitate. 

1633 Wottom Let. in Rem, 454 (T.) Decant from it [the 
vessel] the clear juice. 1666 Boyle Orig. Formes <$* Qual., 
Having carefully decanted the Solution into a conveniently 
siz'd Retort. 1779 Fordyce in Phil. Trans. LXX. 32 
Decant the fluid from the copper and iron with great care 
into another bason, so that . . none of the copper be carried 
along with it. 1863-72 Watts Diet. Chew. s.v. Decant a- 
tion, It is only . . from very heavy precipitates that a liquid 
can be thus decanted. (Jig-) 187a O. W. Holmes Poet 
Breakf.-t. iv. 121 If you are not decanted off from yourself 
every few days or weeks. 

b. To pour (wine, etc.) from the ordinary bottle 
in which it is kept in the cellar into a decanter for 
use at table ; also, loosely , to pour out (wine, ale, 
etc.) into a drinking vessel. 

1730 Swift Poems , Market-kill 23 Attend him daily as their 
chief, Decant his wine, and carve his beef. 1789 Mrs. 
Piozzi Jonm. France II. 35 Some of their wine already 
decanted for use. 1813 Scott Guy M. xxii, A sign, where 
a tankard of ale voluntarily decanted itself into a tumbler. 
1873 Mrs. Alexander The Wooing o' i ix, Claret .. ah, you 
decant it ; that is a good sign. 

C. transf. To pour or empty out (as from or 
into a decanter). 

1742 Young Nt. Th. iii. 339 O’er our palates to decant 
Another vintage ? 1823 Blccckw. Ma*. XIV. 586 He , . used 
to have eighty pails of water decanted over him daily. 1871 
M. Collins Mrg. § Merck. II. vi. 162 All the vegetables m 
the world are decanted into Covent Garden, 

Hence Decamted///. a. 

1788 Cavendish in Phil. Trans. LXXVIIL 369 The 
decanted and undecanted parts. 1793 Beddoes Sea Scurvy 
91 The decanted water is to be boiled down. 

+ Beca*mt, vf Ohs. [ad. L. decantd-re : see 
next.] = Decantate v. Hence Deea-nted ppl. a. 

[1546 0 . Johnson in Ellis Orig. Lett. 11. II. 176 Dr. Creme's 
canting, recanting, decanting, or rather double canting.) 
1674 Blount Glossogr.it d. 4), Decant , to report or speak 
often, to sing, to enchant. 1711 Forbes in M. P. Brown 
Snppl, Dec. <1824) V. 79 Therefore this decanted notion, of 
a popular action, can never found a title in this country. 

“t Beca*ntate, pet. pple. Ohs. [ad. L. decan- 
idt-us, pa. pple. of decant are : see next] De- 
cantated. 

1620 E. Blount Horae Subs. 195 Not to reiterate the so 
many and so much decantate vtilities and praises of History, 
167s Baxter Cath. Theol. 11. 1. 10 Augustines saying so 
much decantate by Dr. Twisse and others. 

-f Beca*mtate, v. Ohs. [f. ppl, stem of L. de- 
cantare to sing off, repeat in singing, sing or 
chant over and over again, f. De* X. 3 + eantdre 
to sing.] 

1 . trans. To sing or say over and over again ; to 
repeat often. 

1542 Becon Pathw, Prayer Early Wks. (1843) 182 Not 
able sufficiently to decantate, sing, and set forth his praises. 
1611 Coryat Crudities 99 The very Elysian fieldes, so much 
decantated and celebrated by the Verses of Poets. 1650 
R. Hollingworth Usurped Powers 14 That late so much 
decantated Aphorisme, All Power.. is from the People. 

2 . intr. To sing or speak often. 

1659 Gaudkn Tears of Church 99 These men .. imper- 
tinently decantate against the Ceremonies of the Church. 

Decantation (dfksentF'-Jhn). [ad. med.L. 
deeantMtio , in Fr. dicant ation, n. of action f. De- 
cant^. 1 ] The action of decanting ; esp. of pouring 
off a liquid clear from a precipitate or deposit. 

1641 French Distill, i. (1651) 0 Decantation » is the pour- 
ing off of any liquor which hath a setling, by inclination. 
1657 G. Starkey Belmont's Find. 196 This [sedimen] to be 
severed from the other juyee by decantation, and dried. 
1758 E 'laboratory 377 The earth .. will'. . form a sediment, 
that makes a decantation necessary. 1837 Howrrr Rur. 
Life vl ii. (1862) 217 Inviting sounds of scraping plate and 
decantation. 1883 Hardwicks Pkotogr. Chan. 23 Decant- 
ation, is allowing the precipitate to fall by its own weight to 
the bottom of the liquid, and then pouring the latter off. 

Decanter (dHoe*ntei). [f. Decant vf + -er.] 

1 . One who decants. 

1758 Dyche, Decanter \ one that pours or racks off liquor 
from the lees into other vessels. x8z8 in Webster ; and in 
mod. Diets. 

2 , A vessel used for decanting or receiving de- 
canted liquors : spec, a bottle of clear flint or cut 
glass, with a stopper, in which wine is brought to 
the table, and from which the glasses are filled. 

[The Dictionaries have variously explained the word from 
the etymological point of view : 

17x5 Kersey, Decanter , a Bottle made of clear Flint-Glass 
for the holding of Wine, etc. to be pour’d off into a Drinking- 
Glass.'' ' *755 Johnson, Decanter , a glass vessel made for 
pouring off liquor clear from the lees. 1775 Ash, Decanter » I 
the vessel that contains the liquor after it has been de- j 
canted. 1818 Todd, Decanter , a ' glass ' vessel made 'for.' 
receiving liquor clear from the lees-.] 

17x2 Land. Gas. No. 5041/3 A pair of Silver Decanters of 
20 Guineas value. . *713 Addison Guardian. No. 162 f 5 The 
Barmecide . , then filled both their glasses out of an empty 
decanter. *725 De Fob Hoy. round World (1840) 237 We 
had., water in large silver decanters, that held, at least, 
five quarts apiece; these stood in our chamber. 1823 T. 
Badcock Dom, Amusem. 44 Keep this liquor in a glass de- 
canter well stopped. 1849 Lytton C ax tons 46 In virtue of j 
my growing years, and my promise to abstain from the 
decanters. x86a G. Macdonald D. Elginbrod I. 40 Away 
she went with a jug, commonly called a decanter, in her 
hand. 1870 Dickens E. Drood ii, A dish of walnuts and a 
decanter of rich-coloured sherry are placed upon the table. 
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Hence Decanter v. nonce-wd., to put wine in a 
decanter. 

*825 C. M. Westmacott Eng . Spy II. 117 Whilejhe wine 
was decantering. *885 Punch 16 May 230/2 1 hey re cater- 
ing and d e-cantering. . . „ „ 

Deeantlieroiis, Beeapartite, -petaloiis, 
-phyllons : see Deca- 1 . 

Decaprllated, ppl a. rare.- 0 [f. pa. pple. of 
late or med.L. decapilldre to cut off the hair, f. 
De- I. 6 + capill-us hair of the head.] 

1727 Bailey vol. II, Decapillated , having the Hair pulled 
or fallen off. 

Decaprllatory, a. nonce~wd. [f. as prec. : see 
-ory.] Pertaining to the removal of hair from the 
head or face. 

1839 New Monthly Mag. LVI. 30 A primitive array of de- 
capiilatory conveniences or rather necessaries. 

Deca*pitaTble, a. rare. [f. late or med.L. de- 
capitare to Decapitate + -able.] That can be 
decapitated. 

1843 Carlyle Past # Pr. (1858) 198 Thou, — not even 
* natural ’ ; decapitable. 

Decapitalize (dTkse pitalsiz), v. [f. De- II. i 
+ Capital + -ize.] trans. To reduce from the 
rank nr position of a capital city. Hence Decapi- 


taliza'tion. 

1871 Daily News 13 Apr. 5 Disarm Paris— bind her hand 
and foot — decapitalise her. 1889 The Voice ( N. Y.) 26 Dec. , 
Nor is it probable that decapitalization can be enforced by 
either sentiment or patriotism. 

Decapitate (dfkaepit^t), v. [f. F. dicapiler 
(1320 in Hatzf.) , also desc- (14th c.), = IV. de 
descapitar , It. decapitare , late or med.L. decapitare, 
f. De- l. 6 + caput , capit- head. See -ATE a ] 

1 . trans. To cut off the head of (a man or 
animal) ; to behead, kill by beheading. Also, to 
poll a tree, etc. 

x6xx Cotgr., Decapite r, Dcscapiter, to decapitate, or be- 
head. x66x A mtvay's Tablet Advt. (T.l, Charles trie First 
. . murdered, and decapitated before his own door at White- 
hall. X776 Evelyn's Syiva 1, vii. § 2. 154 Hedgerow ashes may 
the oftener be decapitated, and will show their heads again 
sooner than other trees so used. 1867 Smiles // uguenots Eng. 
iii. (1880) 50 They decapitated beautiful statues of stone, it 
is true ; but the Guises had decapitated the living men, 1871 
Morlky Voltaire ( 1886) 340 In a time when you are not 
imprisoned or hung or decapitated for holding unpopular 
opinions. 

b. Math. In the symbolical method of cal- 
culating seminvariants : To remove the highest 
number of the symbol. 

1884 Cayley in Amer. Jrnl. Math. VI T. 1. 9 In every case 
we decapitate the symbol by striking out the highest number, 

2 . U.S. politics. To dismiss summarily from office. 

1872 Daily Tel. 5 Jan., At the commencement of any fresh 

Presidency, hundreds of Democratic employes have their 
heads cut off to make room for Republicans who, in their 
turn, will be decapitated when the Democrats get the upper 
hand again. 1889 in Farmer Americanisms s.v. 

Hence Deea-pitated ppl. a., Deca’pitating vbl. 
sh. and ppl. a. 

1796 Ess. by Soc . of Gentlem. Exeter 228 A very antient 
decapitated pillar. 1874 Carpenter Ment Phys. 1. ii. § 67 
A decapitated Frog . . remains at rest until it is^ touched. 
1827 Stkuart Planter’s G. (1828* 76 The decapitating of 
them [trees] is utterly destructive of their health and growth. 
1890 A tkenvum 8 Mar. 3x0/1 The suppression of piracy and 
decapitating expeditions. 

Decapitation (diksepit^jan). [a. F. dicapi- 
tation = med.L, decapitation - em, n. of action f. 
decapitare : see prec.) 

1. Tlie action of decapitating ; the fact of being 
decapitated, 

1650 Arnway A tarum , etc. (t 66 i) 76 CTA His decapitation 
for the clear truth of God. a 1794 Sir W. Jones Suhrid - 
hkedet f R.), It is better to lose life by decapitation, than to 
desert a prince. 1839 James Louts XlVJN. 35s The punish- 
ment for high treason committed by a person of noble family 
. . was decapitation. 

b. Obstetr . Med. of the foetus. 

1876 Leishman Midwifery xxx. led. 2) 565, 

c. Math. (See Decapitate v. 1 b.) 

1884 Cayley in Amer. Jml. Math . VII. 1. to By decapita- 
tion we always diminish the weight, but we do not diminish 
the degree. 

2 . Zool. The spontaneous division and detach- 
ment of the hydranths of tubularian Hydrozoa 
when mature, (Syd. Soc. Lex. 1882.) 

3 . U. S. polilics. Summary dismissal from office* 
1869 N. V. Herald 5 Aug. (Farmer 1 , The clerks in the 

Treasury Departmerit begin to feel anxious, as the work of 
decapitation will soon make an end of them also, x 8 $$ 
H. Davis Amer. Const. 35 , 1 have already referred to Jack- 
son’s wholesale decapitation of the Federal officials upon 
his accession to the Presidency, 


Beeapitator (dftepiu'toi), [f. Decapitate 
+ -OR, alter L. type.] 

1 . One who decapitates. 

1820 Examiner No. 630. 290 1 Disgust at the decapitators 
and pity, for the beheaded, 1892 Columbm(Qhia) Dispatch 
'2 Feb., Mr. S. will be remembered as the official decapitator 
of fourth-class postmasters under President Cleveland. 

2 . Med. An obstetric instrument for decapitation 
of the foetus. ' 

. *841 F. H. Ramsbotham Obstetr. Med. (1851) 371. 2883 
in Syd. Soc. Lex, . 


|f Decapite (dfkse-pih?), a. Her . [F. dieapiti, 
decapitated.] (See quot.) 

1727 Bailey vol. II, Decapite (in Heraldry) signifies that 
the Beast has the Head cut off smooth, and is different from 

Decapod (de’kapfd). Zool. [a. F, dicapode 
(Latreille 1S06), ad. mod.L. Dccapoda ; Fee next,] 
A sh. A member of the Dec apod a ; a ten-footed 
crustacean ; also, a ten-armed eephalopod ; in pi 
■s Decapoi >a. 

1835-6 Todd Cyct. Anal. I. 520/2 The Decapods are .. 
characterized by having a pair of fins attached to the mantle. 
1885 C. F. Holder Marvels Anint. Life 169 J have- never 
succeeded in .capturing one of these beautiful decapods 
[Spiru la] alive. 

B. adj. Belonging to the Dccapoda. 

1835 Kirby Hah. Inst. Anint. II. xv. 37 In most of the 
Decapod Crustaceans the anterior legs are become strictly 
arms. 1847 Carpenter ZmL% 892 1 'he Decapod family [of 
Cephalopods], ■ 

|| Becapoda (d/km*pth]a), sh. pi. Zool. [mod.L* 
(Latreiiie 1806), prop. adj. pi. neuter sc, am malm , 
a. Gr. de/cbiroSa, neut. pi. of Semen-ms ten- footed,.] 

1 . The highest order of Crustacea, having ten feet 
or legs ; . it includes the lobster, crab, cray-fish, 
shrimp, etc. 

[x8o6 Latreille Gen. Crust, et Ins. I, 9 Crmtaceorum 
Distributio gcneralis . . Login Secuiuia Malatrostiaca , JJrdo 
I. Decapoda, IMapodes.J 1878 Bell Gegmhauer's Camp. 
Anat. 242 In must of the Dccapoda, the number of gills is 
greatly increased. 

2 . The ten-armed. Cephalopoda (order Dihrmuh * 
iata), distinguished from the Vctofoda. Called also 


Decacera. 

1851 Richardson Geol vii*. 254 The so-armed cephalopods, 
called decapoda. 

lienee Deca poda! a . ; Deca'po&an a. and sh . ; 
Beca podous a . ; Becapo'diform </., having the 
form or shape of a decapod crustacean, 

1852 Dana Crust, it. 1528 'Hie two' typo, the Dccapodau 
and Tet mdecapodan. 1835*6 lomi tyct. /J nat. L 525/2 
The locomotive appendages of the mantle in the Deot- 
podous Cephalopods. 1870 .Rolleston A Him, Life sot The 
Decapodous Crustacean*. 

Decap terygioue: sec Dkca • prefix 1, 
f Deca*pulate, Obsw 0 [i. L, *dimpuldre, 
f. de- away + capit iare to pour off (f, cupula small 
vessel).] 

1623 Cock eram, Becapulatfi to poure out from one thing 
to another. X727 in Bailey vol, II, 

Hence f Becapnla*tion. 

x68x tr. Willis Rem, Mid. Whs. Vocsb., Dfea/u/aimtl 
a pouring off. 

DecaTbonate, v. rare, [Cf, F. dic&rbonsier 
and C a u bon ate.] « Deca kbon 

1831 j. Holland Mamtf. Metal 1 '- 370 They Iforksg com- 
mon snuffers, etc.] are annealed, or, in other won}*, decar- 
bonated in the requisite degree. t *88a Syd, t dm* /.«■„ 
Decarbonated, an old term applied to an oxide, such m 
quicklime, which has been formed by expelling the carbonic 
acid from a carbonate of the metal. 


Decarbonizairion. (X next s see -ation.] 
The action or process of decarbonising. 

*83 * J. Holland Manwf. Metal 1. 276 To subject the cast 
steel . . to the process of decarhanhiitum, 1835-d 'Toon 
Cycl Ana t. 1,438,.. 3 Blood rendered black by defective de- 
carbon ixat ion. 

Decarbonize t1/ka-ib5nwx), v, [f. Di- II. i 
+ Caebomze.] trans. To deprive of m carbon 
or carbonic acid. Hence Deoa‘rbouised ///. 
Deca'rbonizing vbl. sh. and ppl a. 

*8aj E.-Tu»«tti.L in Philos. Mag. I. XV, yn Engravings 
upon decarbcai iated t steel plates, Topd Cyel A Hat. 

I..L 493/2 The liver Is . . the true deearlmriWtig organ in the 
animai kingdom. 1876 Hajbi.ev plat. Metipgj In lies.?*- 
iner*s process, liquid crude iron is de^arhunired l.?y forcing 
air through it by machinery. 

Becaxburize, v. [Cf. K. dimrlmrer and 
Carburize.] * prec. So Dec&'rbtmjsecl //»/. <2. ; 
Becarburiza-tioa ; Becarbura'tion. 

^ 1856 W, Faikbairn in Rm yd, Brit, X II . 553^ The crude 
iron is .. deoirburised by the action of a. UU-t of ms, ibid. 
553/1 Difficulties have attended. thedecarbnriKation of iron 
containing so .much carbon, ibid, , Converted into malleable 
iron . . by detarhuration in the refiner y, *88* I, Iii t .ws m 
Metal World No. s* ». -44, I det arhurh •; and d* silk m lie 

the, ust iron. tBBo W, C. Komi «ts Ih/hhI. Metallurgy s $ 
For determining the point at which ■ decirlittrittiloa hm 
cmkaod m die Besasnier converter, 
peearck, dele- (dr karit/, sh Gr, I fist, [id, 
Gr». Hmpx-rgs m i Mm ten- + 

*®PX { ri ruler,] One of a riding body of ten. 

1656 Blount Gloctt%r. t the mmt will* Dmnk 

ft'Captam or Gworoor of tea "'I, X849 Gmute Greece ii, 
bcxit(x88al VI. 3*jeAsitt Ath« ns, ,tt*« I. lekar?. In would begin 
by putting; to death. ucHtorbua political opponents. . ■ 

Decarck, dek- (drkaii:",^. Bou [f. Qr.Mm 
ten + dpxpi beginning, origin.] IToceeding from 
ten distinct points of origin ; «tid of the primary 
xylem (or wckk!) of the roof. 

1884 Bowit Scnrr /V Harps I kaner jui In th** two 

specie immthmed ILycopmHnm the 

xylem ii' hearch. to ckkareh, vtry often heplmm , ' 

Decaarclij, dele- (ckrkfuki), 6>» f/hl [ad. 
Gr. Mtmpxh; see prec. sk] »- I^iCAihUtCMf. 

<# *538 Mkoe Rp. 3 k, Meddm Wk*. tv. ySt The 

How®, ;that 1%. the * eyed * and f mouthad * Horn with that 
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DECAY, 


Decarchy of Horns subject to him. 2838TH1RLWALL Greece 
IV. 155 A council of ten <a decarchy, as it was commonly 
called) nominated by himself, was the ordinary substitute 
for all the ancient forms of polity. 1849 Grote Greece it. 
Ixv, The enormities perpetrated by the Thirty at Athens 
and by the Lysandrian dekarchies in the other cities, 
f Beca*rcl, Obs. [f. De- II. 2 + Card ; cf. 
OF. descarter and De- I. 6 J — Discard. 

1 . trans. To throw away or reject (a card) from 
the hand ; also absol. Hence DecaTded.///. a. 

c 1550 Manif. Detect. Diceplay C viij a, Stealing the 
stocke of the decarded cardes. 1608 Machin Dumb Knt. in 
Hazl. Dodsley X. 187 Can you decard, madam ? 

2 . gen. To reject, set aside, get rid of, dismiss. 

1605 Bacon A dv. Learn, n. viii. § 5. 34 That . . they bee from 

thenceforth omitted, decarded, and not continued. 1621 
Fletcher Pilgrim iv. ii. (ed. 1647) You cannot sir ; you 
have cast those by ; decarded 'em. 

Deeardinalize, decasualize : see De- II. 1. 
Decare: see Disc a -prefix 2. 

Decarnat© (d£kaun£t), a. [ad. L. decarndlus 
divested or stripped of flesh, f. De- prep. I. 6 + 
carn-em flesh.] Divested of incarnation, no longer 
incarnate. So Decarnated ///. a. 

1865 Reader 16 Dec., Logic Comte never liked, hut it 
became to him at last a sort of devil decarnated. 1886 
Ch. Times 42/1 The idea . . that the Incarnate Word will 
ever become decarnate. 

+ Decama*tion. Obs. [f. as prec. with refer- 
ence to incarnation .] Deliverance from the flesh 
or from carnality. 

1648 W. Mountague Devout Ep. it. i. 13 Gods incarna- 
tion inableth man for his own decarnation, as I may say, 
and devesture of carnality. 

t Decart, v. Sc. Obs. Also deeairt. [a. OF. 
descarter , f. des-, de- (De- I. 6) + carte Card.] » 
Decard, Discard. 

a 1572 Knox Hist. Ref. Wks. 1846 I. 262 The articles of 
his beleve war ; * I Referr : Decarte yow ’ [etc.], a 1605 
Montgomerie Mi sc. Poems xxxii. 87 ^our vter ansueir cour- 
teously I crave, Quhom je will keep, or vhom je will deeairt. 
1641 R. Bailue Lett. Jrnls. (1841) I. 303 He hes such 
a hand among the ministris and others that it was not 
thought meet to deeairt him. 

Decart v., to turn out of a cart : see De- II. 2. 

+ Dec&‘S. Obs. rare— 1 , [a. OF. *decas , ad. med. 
L. decasits falling down, decay.] Decay, ruin. 

*393 Gower Conf. 1 . 32 The walle and al the citee withinne 
Stant in ruine and in decas [rime was]. 

Decassmic, -sepalous, -spermal, -sperm - 
ous: see Dec a- i. 

f Beca'SS, v. Ohs. rare. [a. OF. decasser, 
desquasser to break or beat down, f. de-, des * (De- 
I i» 3) + casser to break : see Cass z >.] trans. To 
discharge, dismiss, cashier. 

1579 Fenton Gukciard. 1170 They decassed hym from , 
his charge. 

Decastellate (d/karsteDk), v. rare. [f. med. 
L. decaste /bare , f. De- I. 6 + caste Hare to Castel- 
late.] trans. To deprive of its castellation, take 
away the battlements of. 

1880 A. Th.Drane Hist. St.Catk. Siena 356 To sanction the 
dismantling, or rather decasteliating of one of the fortresses. 

Decastere : see Deca- prefix 2. 

Decasticll (de'kastik), rare. [f. Gr. dktea ten 
+ errixos verse.] A poem of ten lines. 

[1601 Holland Pliny II. 402 This Decasticon.] C1645 
Howell Lett. 6 Oct, 1632 According to your friendly re- 
quest, I send you this decastic. 

Decastyle (de'kastail), a. Arch. [mod. ad. 
L. decastylus, a. Gr. ducaoTvXos having ten columns, 
f. 8 im ten + -crruAos column, Cf. F. dicasiyle 
(1694 in Hatzf.), dicastile (1762 in Acad. Diet.).] 
Consisting of ten columns ; (of a building) having 
ten columns in front Also sb. A portico or colon- 
nade of ten columns, 

1727-51 Chambers Cycl. Deeast vie, in the antient archi- 
tecture, a building with an ordonnance of ten columns In 
front, — The temple of Jupiter Olympius was decastyle. Ibid. 
s.v. Hypiethros, Of hypsethrons , some were decastyle, others 
pyenostyle. 1727 Bajlkv yol. II, Decastyle, that has xo 
Fillers. 183* W. Wilkins in Philo 1. Museum X, 543 We 
should have an octostyle and a hexastyle temple as illustra- 
tions of the hypasthrai decastyle species. 

Decasyllabic (dek&silje’bik), a. (sb.) [f. Gr. 
deica ten* S yllabic. Cf, F. dicasyllabique ( 1 752 in 
Iiatzf.).] Consisting of ten syllables, b. sb. A 
line of ten syllables. 

a 1771 Gray Obseru. Eng.MeireWk*. 1843. V. 242 Spenser 
has also given an instance of the decasyllabic measure. 
1837-9 Hallam Hist. Lit. 1. viii. § 28 Every line is regu- 
larly and_ harmoniously decasyllabic. *854 Emerson Lett. 

Soc. A ims, Poet. <5* l mag. Wks. (Bohn) III. 159 The deca- 
syllabic quatrain. x88o $, Lank-Poole in Moan. Mag. 
No. 246. 498 Over four thousand lines of decasyllabics have 
not stifled his fervour. 

Decasyllabic (dekasrlah’l), sb. and a. [f. 
Gr. dim ten + Syllable. Cf. F. dicasyllabe adj. 
and sb,] sb. A line' of ten syllables, adj. Qf tea. 
syllables. 

1837-9 Hallam Hist Lit , t. viii. §28 The normal type, or 
decasy liable line. 1859 Thackeray Virgin, lxxix, I had 
rather hear Mrs, Warrington’s artless prattle, than your de-' 
clamation of M r. Warrington’s deca, syllables. 1892 Academy 
17 Sept. 230/2 The decasyllabic couplet, . 


|| Decasyllabon. Obs. [a. assumed Gr. baca- 
evXkafiov, neuter of -os adj. : cf. prec. and Gr. 
5iabk\aj3os, -ov, etc.] A ten-syllable verse. 

1589 Nashk Introd. Greene's Menaphon (Arb.) 6 The 
spacious volubilitie of a drumming deeasillabon. 
f Decate’ssarad. Obs. noncc-wd . [f. late 

Gr. dinar kaoapes = ricraapes ml dim fourteen + 
-ad.] A poem of T4 lines. 

1600 J. Melvill Diary (1842) 437 In memoriall wharoff 
this Decatessarad was maid. 

Decatho’licize, v. [De- II. 6 + Catholi- 
cize.] trans . To deprive of catholicity or Catho- 
licism ; to divest of its catholic character. 

1794 Bar rue Is Hist. Clergy Fr. Rev. <1795) 63 But then 
France would not have been decatholicised. 2867 Ch. Times 
18 May 175/2 Means by which the Book of Common Prayer 
may be decatholicised. 2889 Catholic Union Gaz. 27 note, 
If you wish to regenerate France, first decatholicise her. 

Decatyl (de’katil). Chem. [f, Gr. dinar-os 
tenth + -yl.] A synonym of Decyl, the univalent 
hydrocarbon radical Ci 0 H 2T . 

2869 Roscoe Elem. Chem. 333 We . . consider this body as 
decatyl hydride, and as not belonging to the amyl group. 

Decaudate (dikg-drit), v. [f. De- II. i + L. 
cauda tail +• - ate 3 .] trans. To deprive of the tail. 

1864 N. <$• £>• V. 165 The P. was originally an R. which 
has had the misfortune to be dacaudated. 

So Becau'dalize v. nonce-wd, 

2840 New Monthly Mag. LVIII. 273 Puss,, was decau- 
dalhed. 

Decay (dikiF 1 *), sb. For forms see the verb. [f. 
Decay v. Cf. med.L. dechehtm in Du Cange.] 

1 . The process of falling off from a prosperous or 
thriving condition ; progressive decline; the condi- 
tion of one who has thus fallen off or declined. 

c 1460 Fortescue Abs. 4- Lint. Mon. xvi, The estate off 
J?e Romans . . hath ffallen alwey sythyn, into suche decay, 
]?at nowe [etc.]. 1558 Bp. Watson Sev. Sacram. i. 3 He 

repayreth all our > decaies in grace. 2587 Mirr. Mag., 
Albanact lxvi, Discord brings all kingdomes to decay. 
2611 Bible Lev. xxv. 35 If thy brother bee waxen poore, 
and fallen in decay with thee. 1728 Htckes & Nelson 
J. Kettlewell m. § 103. 439 Perceiving . . a very Sensible 
Decay of his Spirits. 1856 Froude Hist. Eng. (1858) I. i. 

9 At present, the decay of a town implies the decay of the 
trade of the town. 1874 Green Short Hist. v. § 3. 228 The 
decay of the University of Paris . . had transferred her 
intellectual supremacy to Oxford. 

fb. Formerly sometimes — Downfall, destruc- 
tion, ruin ; poet, fall, death. Obs. 

2535 Coverdale Ps. cv[i]. 36 They worshipped their 
yrnages, which turned to their owne decaye. 1590 Spenser 
E. Q. 1. vi. 48 In hope to bring her to her last decay. Ibid. 
11. ix. 12 Fly fast, and save yourselves from neare decay. 
1593 Shaks. Liter. 516 To kill thine honour with thy hues 
decaie. 1595 — John iv. iii. 154. a 1724 Battle of II ar law 
xxv. in Ramsay Evergreen, Grit Dolour was for his Decay, 
That sae unhappylie was slain. 

1 2. Falling off (in quantity, volume, intensity, 
etc.) ; dwindling, decrease. Obs. 

2636 Blunt Hoy. Levant (1637 ) 46 The opinion of our 
decay in stature from our forefathers. 266a Stillingfl. 
Orig. Sacr. hi. iv. § 6 The decay of many of them [springs] 
in hot and dry weather. 1669 A. Browne A rs Pict.{ 1675) 39 
The shadows . . being caused by the decay of the light. 2691 
T. H[ale] A cc. New Invent, p. Ixxxiv, Complaints were 
brought to the Council-Board, of the great Decay of that 
River. 1816 J. Smith Panorama Sc. § Art II. 62 The 
decay of sound has been supposed by some to be nearly in 
the direct ratio of the distances. 

8. Of material things : Wasting or wearing away, 
disintegration ; dilapidation, ruinous condition. 

1523 Fitzherb. Surv. 1 Those eastelles .. that be fallen in 
dekay and nat inhabyted. c 1600 Shaks. Sonn. xiii. 9 Who 
lets so fair a house fall to decay? 1756-7 tr. Keyslers 
Trav. (1760) II. 248 That edifice, by length of time, fell to 
decay, and lay in ruins. 1839 Keightley Hist. Eng. II. 
41 The decay of these sacred edifices, 

f b. pi. Dilapidations; toner, mined remains, 
ruins, debris, detritus, (Rarely in sing.) Obs. 

1582 in W. H. Turner Select. Rec , Oxford 427 The 
BaylifFs . . shall . . make relation unto this howsse what the 
decayes are. 1615 G. Sanijys Trav. 276 Beyond are the 
decayes of a Church. 2632 Lithgow Trav. v. 200 The 
decayes whereof being much semblable to ... the stony 
heapes of Jericho, 2655 Fuller Ch. Hist. in. vi. § 26. 82 
Jehoida was careful to amend the decayes of the Temple. 
1777 G. Forster Voy. round IVorld l. 313 A vegetable 
mould, mixed with volcanic decays. 
fig. 1605 Shaks. Lear v. iii. 297 What comfort to this 
great decay may come Shall be appli’d 1662 South Serm. 
L ii. Gen. i. 27 And certainly that must needs have been 
very glorious the decay es of which are so admirable. 

C .fig. The gradual ‘wearing down" of words or 
phonetic elements in language. 

1874 Sayce Compar. Philol. i. 18 Contraction and decay 
may be carried so far as to become an idiosyncracy of a 
particular language. 1877 Papillon Man. Comp. Philology 
iv. 56 The principle of ‘ Phonetic Decay which plays so 
large a part in the history of language. 

4 . Decline of the vital energy or faculties (through 
disease or old age); breaking up of the health and 
constitution ; formerly also (with //.), effect, mark, 
or sign of physical decay, 
c 1600 Shaks. Sonn. xi, Age and could decay. x6xr B. 
Jon son Catiline 11. i, She has been a fine lady. . and paints, 
and hides Her decays very well. 1720W0DR0W Corr. (1843)1 1 . 
498 Notwithstanding my great age and decays, I am able to 
preach., in the largest meeting-house^ in Boston. 1752 John- 
son Rambler No. 203 r 12 In the pains of disease, and the 


languor of decay. 2860 Hook Lives A bps. (1 869) I. vii. 421 
The archbishop . . had begun to show symptoms of decay, 
f b. spec. Consumption, phthisis ; ‘ a decline ’. 
2725 N. Robinson Th. Physick 150 A perfect Hectic, 
which inseparably accompanies Wastes, Decays, and Con- 
sumptions. 1746 Berkeley Let. Tar-Water § 23 Dropsies, 
decays, and other maladies. 2828 Scott Hrt. Midi, xviii. 
Her son that she had left at harne weak of a decay. 

5 . The destructive decomposition or wasting of 
organic tissue ; rotting. 

2594 Plat fewell-ko. 11. 42 One day, or two, before you 
feare the decay of your decoction, set the same on the fire. 
2748 F. Smith Voy. 1 . 138 Such Wood as is upon the Decay, 
but not yet become rotten. 2772 J. Hunter Hist. Teeth 122 
Fill the hole with lead, which prevents the pain and retards the 
decay. 1775 Harris Philos. A rrangem., The body ceases to 
live, and the members soon pass into putrefaction and decay, 
2860 Ruskin Mod. Paint. V. viii. x. 159 The decay of leaves. 
2878 L. P. Meredith Teeth 1 15 The teeth will come together, 
and further decay will almost infallibly result. 

't 6. A cause of decay; the ‘destruction 5 ' or ‘ruin 
of ’ anything. Obs. 

m 2563 Homilies n. x. Pt i, Som worldly witted men think 
it great decaye to the quiete and prudent gouernynge of 
their commonwealthes to geue eare to the simple and playne 
rules . . of our Saulour. 1584 Powel Lloyd's Cambria 21 
This partition is the very decaie of great families, r 2600 
Shaks. Sonn. Ixxx, My loue was my decay. 2674 Wood 
Life (O. H. S.) II. 300 The decay of study, and con- 
sequently of learning, are cofly houses. 2690 Child Disc. 
Trade (ed. 4) 235 Trade, to which the high rate of Usury is 
a great prejudice and decay. 

*f 7 . Failure of payment or rent; arrears. Obs. 
[med.L. decasits redditus , decatum .] 

1546 in Eng. Gilds (1870) 199 The possessiones of the 
Guyld, wyth the decayes, ben yerly valued at [etc.]. Ibid., 
Decayes and defautes of Rentes. 2546 Mem. R ipon (Surtees) 
III. 32 One Annuall Rent . . in decay and not payde. 
Decay (d/k^i*), V. Forms; 5- decay; also 
5-6 dekay(e, dekey, 6~y decaye, -ale. [a. 
OF . decair, dekair (subj. pres, decaie ), var. of 
decaoir, dechaoir, decheoir, now dichoir — Sp de- 
caer, Pg. decahir, It. decoder e , a Com. Rom. 
compound of de- down + cad ere = L. cadere to fall. 
The F. forms in -eir, -oir correspond to the -ere 
type, those in -ir in OF. and Pg. have passed over 
to the -Ire conjugation.] I. inlr. 

1 . To fall off (in quality or condition) ; to deterio- 
rate or become impaired ; to lose its characteristic 
quality, strength, or excellence ; to be in a failing 
condition. 

1494 Fabyan Chron. v. xcv. 69 The seruyee of God . . by 
mean of y° Saxons was greatly decayde through all Brytayne. 
1511-2 Act 3 Hen. VIII , c. 3 Preamb., Archer! e .. is right 
litell used, but dayly mynessheth, decayth and abateth. 1583 
Stubues Anat.Abus. ir. (2882) 73 Whereby learning great lie 
decaieth. 1602 Rowlands Kind Gossips (1609) 28 His loue 
to me now” daily doth decay. 2677 Yarrantqn Eng. Improv. 
40 Common Honesty is necessary for Trade, and without it 
Trade will decay. 1728 Pope Dune. 1. 277 How Prologues 
into Prefaces decay. 2812 J. W ilson Isle of Palms in. 273 En- 
tranced there the Lovers gaze Till every human fear decays, 
b. To decline from prosperity or fortune. 

1483 Act 1 Rich. Ill, c. 12 § 1 The Artificers of this seid 
Realme . . ben greatly empoveresshed and dailly dekeyn. 
1483 Caxton Cato H lj, It is seen selde the juste to dekaye 
ne to haue nede. 2535 Coverdale Prov. xi. 21 When the 
iust are in wealth, the cite prospereth ; but whan the 
vngodly haue the rule, it decayeth. ^ 2663 Pei-ys Diary 
25 May, The Dutch decay there Jin the East Indies] 
exceedingly. 2816 Scott Old Mori. i» Ancient.. families., 
decayed into the humble vale of life. 

f 2 . To fall off or decrease (in number, volume, 
amount, intensity, etc.) ; to dwindle away. Obs . 

1489 Act 4 Hen. VII, c. 16 The which Isle is lately de- 
cayed of people. 1568 Bible (Bishops') Job xiv. ir The 
fludde decayeth and dryeth vp. 1634 Sir T. Herbert Trav. 
168 It became a hard question, whether my spirits or Gold 
decayed faster. 2692 T. H[ale] Acc. New Invent, p. xe. 
The Shipping and Number of our Seamen were decay’d 
about a third part. 2698 Fryer Acc. E. Ind, 67 The Water 
drank is usually Rain-water preserved in Tanks, which decay- 
ing, they are forced to dig Wells, 1725 Pope Odyss. xn. 
237 Till, dying off, the distant sounds decay. C1790 Imison 
Sch. Art. I. 126 The candle will burn a minute ; and then, 
having gradually decayed from the first instant, will go out. 

3 . To fall into physical ruin; to waste away, 
wear out, become ruined. 

1494 Fabyan Chron. hi. Ivi. 36 Aruiragus . . with great 
dilygence Repayred Cy ties and Townes before decayed. 
2570-6 Lambarde Peramb. Kent (1826) 283 This house, 
by that time . . was decaied, either by age, or flame, or 
bothe. 2635 Milton On Hobson ii, Made of sphere metal, 
never to decay Until his revolution was at stay. 2694 Coll. 
Sev. Late Voy. (1.7x1) I. 4 5. There was Water over the 'Salt, 
which began to decay with the Rain and Weather being 
on it. 2748 F. Smith Voy. I. 51 The Ise being' inseparable, 
as it was very little decayed. 

b. To suffer decomposition ; to rot. 

1580 Barf.t Alv. D 178 That soone is ripe, "'doth soon© 
decaie. __ 1737 Pope Hor. Epist. n, ii. 319 As winter fruits 
grow mild ere they decay. 1771 J. Hunter Hist. Teeth 122 
When an opening is made into the cavity of the Tooth, the 
inside begins to decay % 2852 Carpenter Man. Pkys. (ed. 2) 
22 The parent-cell having arrived at its full development . . 
dies and decays. 

4 . To fall off in vital energy ; to lose health and 
strength (of body or faculties) ; also, to lose the 
bloom of youth and health. 

1538 Starkey England 1. ii* '48' Wythout the wych hys 
helth long can not be maynteynyd ; but, schortly, of 
necesstyehyt must dekay, , 2655 Culpepper Riverius L xl ■ 


DECAY ABLE, 


DECEIT. 


38 His Imagination began to decay. 1712-14 Pope Rape 
Lockv. 25 But since, alas ! frail beauty must decay. 1795 
Southey Joan of Arc vii. 337 Feel life itself with that false 
hope decay. 1875 Jowett Plato (ed. 2) V. 20 An author 
whose original powers are beginning to decay. 

XI , trans. 

+ 5 . To cause to fall off or deteriorate. Obs. 

1329 More Comf. agst. Trib, 11. Wks. 1 200/2 For feare 
of decaying the common wele, men are driuen to pu t male- 
factors to pain. 1565 Jewel Def Apol. (16m 362 We haue 
decaied no mans Power or right. 1665 Manley Grottns ’ 
Low C. War res 29 9 His last five years had much decayed 
his Reputation. 2691 Locke Lower. Interest Wks. 1727 II. 
38 A High Interest decays Trade, 
f 0 . To cause to fall off (in number, amount, 
etc.) ; to reduce, cause to dwindle. Obs. 

1550 Crowley Epigr. 734 Yet can there nothynge My 
fiocke more decaye, Then when hyrelynges suffer My shepe 
go astraye. x6oo Holland Livy 1. xlix. 35 a, When he had 
decaied the number of the nobles, a 1626 Bacon Max. <$* 
Uses Com. Law iv. (1636) 23 If I do decay the game whereby 
there is no Deere. 

+ 7 . 'J'o waste or ruin physically ; to disintegrate, 
dilapidate ; to bring to decay or ruin. Obs. 

133 6 Exhort. North in F urniv. Ballads from MSS. I. 306 
Downe streght to the grownde Many are besy them [abbeys] 
to dekay. 1605 Bacon Adv. Learn. 1. viii. §6 (1873' 72 
Palaces, temples, castles, cities, have been decayed and de- 
molished. 1636 Sir H. Blount Voy. Levant (1637)46 Where 
there were any raine, it would settle, .and decay the build- 
ing. 1703 Moxon Meek. Exerc. 239 No time will impair or 
decay those Grey Kentish Bricks. 

b. To destroy by decomposition; to rot. 

16x6 B. Jonson Dwell an Asse iv. iii, [It] decayes the 
fore-teeth. 1626 Bacon Sytva § 995 To lay that which you 
cut off to putrefie, to see whether it will decay the. rest of 
the stock. 1703 T. N. 'City 4* C. Purchaser 210 Lime and 
Wood are insociable, the former very much corrodeing and 
decaying the latter. 1893 Mrs. A Arnold in Westrn. Gaz. 
27 Feb. 9/2 Is it probable that a blooming girl would defile 
her breath, decay her teeth, and damage her complexion 
(by smoking] ? 

8. To cause (the body or faculties) to fail in 
vital energy, health, or beauty. 

1340 54 Crqke Ps. (Percy Soc.) 24 Ther is no tyme can 
the decaye. 1568 E. Tilney Disc. Mariage Cj b, Wine., 
if it be abused, .decaying womens bewtie. a x 6 ( 5 S Denham 
Of Old Age 217 * But Age ft is said, * will memory decay 
17x3 Addison Guardian No. 120 1*7 Almost every thing 
which corrupts the soul decays the body. 17x8 Lady M.W. 
Montagu Let , to Ctess of Mar io Mar., She had the re- 
mains of a fine face, .more decayed by sorrow than time. 

Decayable (dfk* *ab l), a . [f. Decay v. + 
-able, Cf. OF. decheable .] Capable of, or liable 
to, decay; perishable. 

1617 Moryson I tin. rr. nr. i. 243 Such victuals as are 
decaiable. x6. . T. Adams Wks. 11861-2) III. in (D.) Were 
His strength decayable with time there might be some hope 
in reluctation. 1640 Bp. Hall Episc. m. vii, 252 His 
truths are. .not changeable by time, not decayable by age. 
1889 Voice (N. Y.) 14 Mar., 13 dead cats, besides other de- 
cayable matter, were found. 

Decayed (d/loF'di, ppl. a. ff. as prec. + -eb.] 

1 . Fallen off, impaired, or reduced in quality, 
condition, health, freshness, prospetity, fortune, etc. 

15x3 Douglas /Ends xi. Prol. 148 To haue bene in 
welth and Harris blys, And now to be dekeit and in wo. 
1563 Homilies it. Idleness , To reliefe such decayed men 
in syckenes. 2577 B. Gqoge HeresbacEs Hmb. iv. (1386) 
190 b, For the comforting, .of a decayed memorie. 1605 
Verstegan Dec. I nidi. Pref, Ep., A restitution of decaied 
intelligence. 1677 Yarrantqn Eng. tmprov, 16 The neg- 
lected, and I may say decayed Trade of Fishing, xyxx 
Addison Sped. No. 164 P x Theodosius was the younger 
Son of a decayed Family. 1766 Fordycf. Serna. Yng. Worn. 
(1767) II. viii. 29 A decayed beauty. 1863 H. Cox Instit. 1. 
viii, 97 It was contended that decayed boroughs ought to 
be disfranchised. 1893 Bookman June 83/1 A decayed 
civilization with many repulsive features. 

2 . Physically wasted or impaired ; that has begun 
to crumble or fall in pieces or to rot ; ruined. 

1528 Gardnier in Pocock Rec. Ref I. xlvi. 89 The pope 
lieth in an old palace, .ruinous and decayed. 1399 Buttes 
Dyeis Dry Dinner D v b, Walnuts . . repairs decaied teeth. 
1632 Litiigow Trait, vi. 247 Thence wee came to the 
decayed lodging of Caiphas. a 17x6 Black all Whs. (1723) 

I. 147 Wine, tho’ it be decayed.. is nevertheless useful as 
Vinegar. 1794 S.W illiams Vermont 80 Formed of decayed 
or rotten leaves. 1883 Daily News 17 May 6/1 Decayed 
gooseberry — a sickly, bluish lilac. 


and decaiedness of their Fortunes. 17x9 
Compt. Card . p. xx, The decayedness of the Trees. 

Decayer (d/k^-ai). [-er.] One who, or that 
which, causes decay ; a waster, 
a 1541 Wyatt in To Hell's Mi sc. (Arb.) 63 The enmy of 
life, decayer of all kinde. 1602 Shaks. Ham. v i. 188 Your 
water is a sore Decayer of your horson dead body. 1691 
TV H[ale] A cc. New Invent. 81 This Sheathing is an extra- 
ordinary decayer of the Iron- work, 1712 Addison Speed 
No. 73 Old Age is likewise a great Decayer of your Idol 

Decaying (d/LvHrp, vbl. sb. [-w& k] The 
action of the verb Decay. 

1330 Palsgr. 212/1 Decayeng of a thyng, mine, deca- 
dence, decline, . 2632 .Massinger City Madam r. i, These 
[a leg and foot], indeed, wench, are not so subject to deeay- 
ings as the^ face. 2796 Morse Amer. Geog. I. 396 This 
. .has been in a state of thriving and decaying many times. 
Decaying 1 , ppl. a. [-ing That decays; fall- 
ing off, declining ; falling into ruin ; decomposing. 

1530 Palsgr. .309/2'' Dekayeng. .ruyneux. 2392 Shaks. 
x Hen. VI , il v. x Kind Keepers of my weake decaying 
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Age. 1651 Hobbes Leviath. r. ii. 5 Imagination . .is nothing 
but decaying sense. 1774 Pennant Tour Scotl. in 1772. 4 
The castle is a decaying pile. x 3 ss Macaulay H 1st. Eng. 
IV, 629 Her decaying industry and commerce. 2884 Law 
Reports 16 Q. Bench Div. 65 A house, .situate in a decaying 
borough. Mod. An odour of decaying leaves. 

Decay less, ct. rare. [f. Decay sb. -f- -less.] 
Not subject to decay, undecay ing. 

2828 Moir Castle of Time Wks. 1852 II. 399 For shadows 
..Left not a trace on that decayless sky. # 1864 Neale 
Seaton . Poems 155 Untended, decayless, Sleeping the infinite 
sleep, the monarch reposed. 

Decayue, obs. form of Deceive. 

Dece, obs. form of Dais. 

Deeeaph, -ue, Deceat, obs. ff. Deceive, 
Deceit. 

Decease (disrs), sb. Forms: a. 4 deees, 
deses, dises, 4-7 decess(e, 5 decez, dices©, 6 
dicesse, Sc. deeeis, 7 deeeyse, 5- decease. /?. 

4 desces, Sc. desceiss, 4-5 de^sece, 5 desseyse, 
discese, -cees, -sese, -sees, dysces, -sees, -seys, 
-sease, 5-6 disease, dyssesse, 6 Sc. diseis. [ME. 
deces, etc., a. F. decis, ad. L. deccss-iis departure, 
death, vbl. sb. f. ppl. stem of dccedlre to depart, go 
away. In OF. often also desces (see Pe- pref. 1 . 6), 
hence also in ME. with des~, dis dys- t spellings 
which often confused it in form with Disease. 
See the vb.] Departure from life ; death. 

In its origin a euphemism iL. decessus for mors), and still 
slightly euphemistic or at least less harsh and realistic than 
death', it is the common term in legal and technicaHan- 
guage where the legal or civil incidence, of death is in 
question, without reference to the act of dying. 

a. c 1330 R. Brunne C/mw.(i8io i x 5 After his fader decesse. 
Ibid. 126 If J>at Henry die, or Steuen inak his deses. £2440 
Gesta Rom. Iv. 237 (Harl. MS.) Aftir hir dicese, he Em- 
peroure weddid ano‘>er woman, 13x3 More in Grafton 
Chron. II. 761 At the time of his fathers decease. 2654 
Gataker Disc. Apol. 79 The decesse of one Pope. . and 
entrance of another. 1732 Smollett Per. Pic. Ixxiii, A 
groan which announced his decease. 2828 Cruise Digest 
led. 2) II. 289 In case his said daughter should die without 
issue of her body living at her decease. 1849 Lingard // ist. 
Eng. {1855) I. vi 182/2 The surname of * the Confessor ’ was 
given to him [Edward] from the bull of his canonization, 
issued by Alexander 1 1 1 , about a century after his decease. 

j8. c 2330 R. Brunne Chron. (1810) 254 After Blanche 
desces. c 1350 Will. Paterae 4x01 After mi dessece. c 1440 
Gesta Rom. xv. 49 Aftere his dissese. 1494 Fabyan Chron. 
v. cxxxi xi 3 Worde came to hym of his faders disease. 
1580 Lyly Euphnes (Arb.) 293 A Lady.. who after the 
disease of hir Father hadde three sutors. 

y. 14x7 E. E. Witts { 1882) 29 After \tc sesse [corruption 
of decease ] of her. 

fb. Said of the death of many; mortality, 
slaughter. Obs. 

15x3 Douglas AEneis xu. ix. 5 Sa fexll and diuers slauch- 
teris as war thair, And gret deees of dukis. 

Decease (d&r s), v. Forms: a. 5 decess, 
-sesse, 5-6 -cesse, 5-7 -eeasse, 6 -case, -see©, 
dieesse, Sc. deceiss, 6~ decease. 0 . 5 disoeas, 
-eeyse, -sese, -sease, 5-6 -cess(e, -cease, 6 de- 
sceee, -cess, -sece, diseeasse, dyscess, -cece, 
-scesse, -sese, -sesse, disease, [f. Decease sb * 
Tnken as the Eng. repr. of L. decedere and F. de- 
cider. In L. dec edh e and discedire were nearly 
synonymous in the sense * depart, go away \ and 
in rm d.JL, discedh e, discessus, were also used for 
decedere, decessus in senses * die, death , ; hence 
OF. desces ■» deees, and the ME. and 16th c. forms 
in des-, dis-, dys -, some of which were identical with 
variant spellings of disease. Cf. the sb.] 
intr. To depart from life; to die. 
a. 1439 E. E. Wills 11882) 123 Yf the sank lohn decesse 
withoute heirex. 15x3 Moke Rich. Ill Wks. 36/a So 
deceased . . this noble Kvnge. 1623 Favine Theat. Hon. 
ix. i. 356 Deceassing without children. 1639 Fuller Holy 
Warm. x. (1840) 132 Queen Sibyli who deceaxeci of the 
plague. 1777 Life Abp. Abbot 41 He deceased at his 
palace of Croydon, 1868 Browning Kingly Bk iv. 203 If 
the good fat easy man . . decease. . being childless. 

#. 2439 E. JE. Wills (1883) 223 If he discesse without 
heires. 1463 Bitty Wills (1850) 28 As God disposith for 
me to dissese. ' _ 1530 Palsgr. 517/2, I discease, l dye or 
departs outof this worlde. 2356 Chron. Gr. Friars (Camden) 

41 Thys yere the good qwene Jane dessecid the xxiij. day 
of October. 

tb * To decease this world (cf. la depart this 
life). Obs. rare, 

25x5 Epitaph in Wood Ath. Oxen., James. Stanley,, who 
deceased thys transytory wourld the xxii of March, 
e, fig. To come to an end, perish *, Cl ABE. 

2538 Lichfield Gild Ord, 8 Bring the parties together 
that ther may be- made a good .end, and discord elene 
desecedd. 2592 Sylvester Du Martas 1. vii. 1 1642) 6;>/a 
How often had this world deceast, except Gods mighty arms 
had it upheld and kept. 2635 Swan Spec. SI, 11670) 93 This : 
circle never corrupteth nor deceaseth. 

Hence f Deceavsing vbl. sb., death, decease, 

1392 Percivall Sp. Diet., Finamiento, the dieng, the i 
deceasing, death, ■ 2692 E. Taylor Bekmen's Threefold 1 
Life.xvm, 313 At deceasing of the Body. 

Deceased (d/srst, poet, d/srsdd), ppl. a. 
Forms; see Decease v.\ also 7 deceast. [f. | 
Decease v. + -ed E From the intermixture of the ! 
prefixes de- and dis-, and of the letters c and s, it | 
was frequently written diseased.} 


1 , That has departed this life, dead, e departed * ; 
esp. lately dead, * late \ 

c 2489 Caxton Sonnes of Aymon ix. 227 After that a man 
is ones decessed. . 2323 Lr>. Berners Froiss. I. eexliv. 364 
The bysshop of Wynchestre discessed . . was chancelkmr of 
England. A3S4 Gkindal Fun. Serm. Pr.Ferd. Wks. (1843) 
to [He] highly commended the parties discessed. 2586 A. 
Day Eng. Secretary 1 (1625) 63 The deceased ghost of him 
that loved you. 1631 Hobbes Leviath. in, xxxvni. 242 Those 
deceased Giants. x762G0Ln.SM.CW. W.xii, There. .1 shall see 
justice done to deceased merit. x8xo Wokdsw. Ess. Epitaphs 
Wks. <x888) 8x4/1 The character of a deceased friend. 
1893 Law Times XCV. 82/1 The heir of a deceased licence- 
holder. 

fig. .2397 Shaks. 2. Hen. IP, in. 1. 81 Figuring the 
nature of the Times deceas’d. 

b. Deceased wife's sister question : the question of a 
widower’s marrying the sister of his deceased wife, such 
a marriage being legal in .some countries and illegal in 
others. 

2, absol. f a. pi. 7 'he deceased : those who are 
dead, the dead (obs.). b. The person (lately) dead, 
or whose death is in question. 

2623 Massinger Akw Way v. i, It might have argued me 
of little kne To the deceased. 2648 Milton Ps. Ixxxviii, 
42 Shall the deceas’d arise? *752 Smou.ktt Per. Pic. civ, 
He.. sealed up ail the papers of the deceased, 1840 C. 
Pelham Chron. Crime. (1886 IL 349 An inquest was held 
upon the remains of deceased at the Dog and Gun. 1842 
Lytton Nt. 4* Morn . 1, i, Mr, Jones, .promised to read the 
burial-service over the deceased. 

t Decea-sure. Obs. rare. [f. Decease v. + 
-uke ; corresp. to a L. type * dices surai) Decease* 
1380 Lodge Forb, <5* Prise. (Shaks. Soc.) 97 To lament my 
deceasurc and her fro ward tiestinie. 

Deceave, etc., obs. form of Deceive v. 
f Dece'de, V. Obs. fad. I... difedfre to go 
away, depart, remove, f. De- I. 2 4* cedfre to go, 
(French has had decider in sen-e Ho die 1 since 
15th c,).] intr. To depart; to secede; to give 
place, yield. 

2635 Fuller Ch, Hist. v. ill. 1 25 To justifie the English 
Reformation, from the scandal of Schisme, to shew,, that 
they had x. Just cause for. which, a True authority hy 
which they decoded from Rome. 2658 j, Webb tr. Cleo- 
patra viii, il 63 'That violent passion, .deced ng to the 
nitty she conceived. 2697 J. Sergeant Solid Philos. 26a 
With their Quantity and Figure acceding and deeeding to 
the Individuum. 

Decedent (driff'dent), sb. (a.) [ad, L. dece- 
dent- cm, pr, pple. of decedSre to depart, die.] 

A. sb. One who retires from an office ! obs\ 
deceases, or dies; a deceased person. If. S., cliidiy 
in Law. 

2599 Ckaufuro Hist, Unit*. Edinb. (1880’ Mr, Andrew 
Young , . was appointed to succeed to the new decedent* 
2730 1 >. Wilson in Kcbie Life xxi. (1863) 724 Taking 
care of orphan’s and decedent** good*. *8» WKbbtioi, 
Decedent, a deceased person. Lmm of Penmytv, 1884 
Boston (Mass* 1 Jml Jan., In North Andover \mt year 
there were 63 deaths. Twenty-two of the decedents were 
more than 7 a. 

f B. adj. (.See qtmt.' Obsr 0 

1727 Bailey vc 4 . II, Decedent, adj. departing, going away. 

Deeeife, Deceipt, Deeeis: s, obs. ff. Deceive, 

Deceit, Decease, 

Deceit d/srin. Forms: a. 4 desoy t e, 4-5 
-salt,©, 4-6 -ceyt(©, 4 7 *ceite, 5 -say to, -aate, 
6 -ceat, -seit0,-geyht0, -saitto. -sette, 4- deceit. 
0. deceipt©, 5-7 -eeipt, 5-6 -cept(®, 7. 4-6 
desceit, -sayte, 5 desseit, -seyt:©, -wilt, -sate, 
6 descayt. 4 disseyte, -sa yfce. Sc 

diasat, 4-5 diaseit, -ceite, 5 dlssayet, dyseeyte, 
-aayt, 5-6 dffmaifc, -sate, dis-, dyaceyt(e r 5-7 
di«c©it, 6 -o©at(e, -a.ayt(«, 6 dis-, tlyseepfc, 

-oeipte. [M E. demti, dmyte, dewitt, etc.,, n, OF, 
deceit*, -etyte (later deqmte) : ,ib. km. from pa, pple, 
oi deceveir , dtkemir , with assimilation of towt-1, as 
in deceive, (Cf. Conceit.) 

In M E. and early mod Eng, with many .varieties of spell- 
ing:, partly inherited from Fr», partly due to Kng * Iwnge of 
OiV.« .to m, ay, and c<nw»qmut inUrthwige nf i amt 
whence arose such form* at demit, Sc demti, la i ff'*, the 
spelling w» ionietiines assimilated to latin deeepfa, m de* 
eepte, whence in Eng, deteipix. But in both lungs. Cr/Hui* 
mute; the^ oldest (lower MSS. have dem'pie, demit*, hut 
the word rimes < with streite the ordinary 17 the. 

pronundation rimed it with -mil, m in Wither a bait 1 
deceit ; cf, tlto common t6thc, spelling* in -mJf -sate, *cmi. 
The narrowing' of t to l came later. In OF. the prefix de* 
was sotntffmei changed to des* imt De* I, A, widen became 
very common. i« . m E. f md wm here, moreover, in the 
general alteration of the French form dm* back to the iatia 
dis-, subjected to the Mine change, so in to give, in *3- 
16th c.| inch odd spellings as dis-emi, diwmt, dw-mte (aft 
meaning dS|#*i):'cf, Decatvx.] 

1 . The action or practice of deceiving ; conceal- 
ment of the truth In order to mislead ; deception, 
fraud, cheating, false dealin||. 

. c 2300 A". Ati$, 6137 By qurynii^ t> don, otter deseyte, 
c X386 Chaucer Pan, T, 1*703, liccript Sutwixt man haunt 
and marchaunt* 1393 .CoWkk Can/. IL -pi And that te 
ciscfis for deceipt, For *!ie began to a.x« Iipi streit, *4iw$ 
Auurlay Poems 6 Dyspeyte ne theft lake than i*x> non, 
Cafh. A ngl mt Dimutt, f id dessnte *S3S Lav i<, mm * 
Flat, iii, 8 Shu Me a man v t falwclr and tiivatc with (kail 1 
Lykdisay MmarJu 57 $y. Lvif 3, air disKiil limI crafty 
wyh% *667 Milton P. /.. v, 243 By'vmleme? no. But by 
deceit and lies. 2794 S, Wilu&um Vermmt *70 T"li« 
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DECEIVE, 


knavery, and fraud of the European traders. 1849 Rusk in 
Sev. Lamps ii. § 6. 32 Gilding, which in architecture is no 
deceit, because it is therein not understood for gold, 
b. in Law , 

[1275 Act 3 Edw. /, c. 29 Nul manere deceyte ou collu- 
sion.] 149S Nottingham Rec. III. 285 Accion of desseyte 
ffor brekynge off promyse. 1531 Dial, on Laws Eng. n. 
xlii. (1638) 135 A false returne whereupon an action of disceit 
lyeth. 1672 Cowell, Deceit . . is a subtle, wily shift or device, 
having no other name. 1818 Cruise Digest (ed. 2) IV. 294 
All manner of deceit is hereby avoided in deeds. 

f e. Phr. In deceit of \ so as to deceive; so to 
the deceit of upon d., under d. With no deceit , 
without deceit : without mistake, assuredly, cer- 
tainly. Ohs. 

[1275 Act 2 Edw. /, c. 29 De fere la en deceyte de la Court J 
1303 R. Brunne Handl. Synne 3814 He durst come oute on 
no party Of all be twelve monbe wyp no deseyt. c 1350 Will. 
Palerne 2041 Wi|?oute disseyte, I wold alle hire werk do 
30U wite sone. 1393 Langl. P* PI. C. 1. 77 Hus sele sholde 
no^t be sent in deceit of be puple. c 1425 Hampole's Psalter 
Metr. Pref. 32 Betwene dancastir and Poumefreyt this is 
be way..euen streygth wib out deseyt. 1534 Indictm. Eliz. 
Backing in Hall Chron. (1550) 221 To the great deceit of 
the prince and people of this reahne. 1535 Coverdale 

1 Chron. xiii. 17 Yf ye come vpon disceate, and to be mine 
aduersaries. — 1 Macc. vii. xo^ Speakinge vnto them with 
peaceable wordes : but vnder disceate. <2x626 Bacon Max. 

Sr Uses Com . Law (1636) 8 Selling .. things unwholsome, 
or ill made in deceipt of the people. 

2. (with a and pi.) An instance of deception; 
an act or device intended to deceive; a trick, 
stratagem, wile. 

c 1340 Cursor M. 897 (Fairf.) For }u dissayte at bou dede. 
c 1380 Wyclif Whs. u88o) 104 J?e deuelis disceitis. 14.. 
Piers of Fulham 95 in Hazl. E. P. P. II. 5 The fowler 
with hys deseyttes nryngeth The gentyll fowles in to hys 
false crafte. 1348-9 (Mar.) Bk. Com . Prayer , Litany , A 1 
the deceytes of the worlde, the flesh e, and the deuill. 1559 
Cecil in Robertson Hist. Scot! . II. App. i, To avoid the 
decepts and tromperies of the French. <22667 Wither 
Stedfast Shepherd i, Thy painted baits, And poor deceits. 
Are all bestowed on me in vain. 1713 Swift Cadenus fy V , 
Venus thought on a deceit, c 1793 Coleridge Autumnal 
Evening ii, O dear deceit ! I see the maiden rise. 

8 . The quality of deceiving; deceit fulness. 

3:303 R. Brunne Handl. Synne 12494 What doust bou 
by fore )>t prest and hast deseyt yn by brest ? c 1400 Desir. 
Troy 3788 Ulexes. .was . . full of disseit. 1526 Tindale 
Rom . i. 29 Full of envie, morther, debate, disseyte. 1577 
tr. Ballinger's Decades (1592) 20 The care of this world and 
the deceipt of riches. 1845 Manning Serm. I. ix. On Jas. i. 
22 It is a vain and hurtful thing, full of deceit and danger, 
to hear and not to do. 

t Becert, v. Ohs. rare. Hence 5 desetymg 
vbl. sb. [f. Deceit j-A] To construct deceitfully, 
to forge (a document). 

2484 in Surtees Misc. (18901 43 Declaration concernyng 
the disetyng of a fals testimoniall {called p. 42 the forsaid 
forged, false testymonyall]. 

t Becerteous, a. Ohs. rare. [f. Deceit, with 
suffix fashioned after righteous , courteous : see 
-Eous 3 .] Deceitful, Hence Becerteonsly adv. 

t 2481 in Eng. Gilds (1870) 332 And all other ware. . whiche 
is desceyteously wrought. 

Deceitful (disrtful), a. Forms : see Deceit. 
[f. Deceit + -ful.] Pull of deceit ; given to de- 
ceiving or cheating ; misleading, false, fallacious. 
(As said of things often * Deceptive.) 

1483 Cath. Angl. 97 Desatefulle, vbi false. 1500-20 Dun- 
bar Flyting 75 Dissaitfull tyrand, with serpentis tung, 
vnstable. *523 Douglas AE nets ix. vii, 52 Throw the dem 
wod dyssaitfuli and enplane. 1584 Powel Lloyd's Cambria 
304 A Decejptfull and Subtile man. 1641 Wilkins Math. 
Magick 1. hi. (1648) 19 Such deceitfull ballances may be 
discovered . . by changing the weights, 1842 Lytton Zanoni 
29 Appearances are deceitful. 1862 Ld, Brougham Brit. 
Const, ix. § 1. 113 They may be the most false and deceitful 
of human kind. 

Deceitfully, adv. [f. prec. + -ly 2 .] In a 
deceitful manner ; with intent to deceive. (In first 
quot. : By deceit or treachery.) 

£•1470 Henry Wallace vii. 34 Desaitfully I may nocht se 
thaim hang, 1523 Act 14-15 Hen. VIII, c. 2 Workeman- 
ship. .falsely and discehfully made. x6xx Bibi.e 2 Cor. iv. 

2 Not walking in craftines, nor handling the word of God 
deceitfully. . 1667 Decay Chr. Piety viii. ?» 1 If this founda- 
tion be deceitfully kid, the superstructure must necessarily 
sink and perish, 2873 Symonds Grk. Poets viii 265 His 
allegory , . must always show them [the clouds] deceitfully 
.■beautiful,. spreading illusion over earth and sky.' 

Becertfuluess. [f. as prec. + -ness.] The 
quality of being deceitful ; disposition or tendency 
to deceive or mislead'; deceptiveness, 

2509 Barclay Shyp of Polys (1874) 1 1 223 Beware disceyt- 
fulnes, All fraude ana gyle take hede that thou despyce. 
1526, Tindale Matt. xiu. 22 The dissaytfulnes off ryches. 
2671 Glanvill Disc. M. Stubbe 21 The deceitfulness of 
Telescopes. 2742 Richardson Pamela (1824) I. 64 O, the 
deceittulness of the heart of man 1 1870 Anderson Missions 
Anier. Bd. III. xv. 238 The deceitfulness of the people. 

Beceifless, a. rare . [f. Deceit + -less.] 
Free from- deceit* v 

2630 Bp, Hall Old Reltg. § a^L ) So he that should call 
Satan' an unclean devil, should imply that some devil is not 
unclean ; or deceivable lusts, some lusts deceitless 1 
Beceivabrlity. rare. [f. next + -rry. OF. 
had decevablele.] Capacity of being deceived. 

■ 2861 Gen. P. Thompson Audi [Alt. III. cxlix. 142 The 
deceivability of the masses. 


Deceivable (d/srvab’l), a. Forms (about 40 
variants) : a with de- 4-, & with des- 4-5, 7 with 
dis- 4-6 ; variations of the stem as in Deceive. 
[a. OF. decevable , f. stem of dPcevoir to Deceive 
+ -ABLE.] 

+ 1 . actively. Having the quality or habit of de- 
ceiving ; deceitful, deceptive. Obs. (or arch.) 

( Obs . since ci6S8 ; exc. as used after the biblical deceiv- 
able ness.) 

1303 R. Bruvove Hand!. Synne 471 So ben dremys deseyu- 
ahle 1382 Wyclif Prov. xlv. 17 The desseyuable man is 
hateful, c 1400 Maundev. (Roxb.) xxx. 135 A fantom and 
a dessayuable thing to be sight. 1428 Surtees Misc. (1890) 

4 John Lyllyng had salde mykell swylk deceyvable tyn to 
bellemakers. 1503-4 Act 19 Hen. VII, c. 6 Deceivable and 
untrewe Beames and scales, c 1510 Dunbar Poems lxviii, 

I seik abowte this warld onstable, To find, .it is dissavable. 
1535 Coverdale 2 Pet. i. x6 We folowed not deceaueable 
fables. 1558 Knox First Blast App. (Arb.) 59 Yf I should 
flatter your grace I were no freind, Jmt a deceavabill trater. 
1682 Bunyan Holy War 55 Deceivable speech. 2688 R. 
Holme A rmoury 11. 305 A wicked deceivable person/who in- 
deavouring to chate others, chats himself, i860 Trench 
Serm. Westm. A bb. xxxiii. 376 We may have proved them 
false and deceivable a thousand times, and yet they are still 
able to attract and to allure. 

2 . passively. Capable of being, or liable to be, 
deceived ; fallible. Now rare . 

164.6 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. 1. i, Man was not only 
deceiveable in his integrity, but the Angels of light in all 
their clarity. 2658 Whole Duty Man iv. § 4. 38 As deceiv- 
able, and easie to be deluded. 1705 Stanhope Paraphr. 
III. 559 To deal with him, as if he were such a deceivable 
Creature as our selves. 1841-4 Emerson Ess., Politics 
Wks. (Bohn) I. 239 With such an ignorant and deceivable 
majority. 

Beceivableness. Now rare . [-ness.] 
f 1 . The capacity of deceiving ; deceitfulness, 
deceit ; deceptiveness. Obs. (or arch, after N. T.) 

1526 Tindale 2 Thess. ii. 10 In all deceavablenes of un- 
rightewesnes [1611 with all deceivableness; 1881 R.V. 
with all deceit]. 1530 Palsgr. 213/1 Desceyvablenesse, de- 
ceuablete. <21653 Gouge Comm. Heb. iii. 14 Sin prevails 
the more by the deceiveablenesse thereof 1671 Glanvill 
Disc. M. Stubbe 26 The Discourse about the deceivableness 
of Opticks. 1826 E. Irving Babylon II. 430 They are 
deceived into false security by that mystery of deceivable* 
ness. 3853 I. Williams Serm. Epist. (1875) I. xvii. 193 
With all deceivableness and power of seduction. 

2 . Liability to be deceived, fallibility. 

2674 Govt. Tongue viii. Fix His negligence and deceiv- 
ableness. 

+ Becei’vably, adv. Ohs. or arch, [-ly 2 .] 
Deceitfully, fraudulently, falsely. 

2387 Trevisa Higden (Rolls) VII. 309 Aftirward he 
[Edwyne] was reconsiled desceyvably and i-slayn. 1428 
Surtees Misc. (1890) 4 Castyng of fals tyn menged with 
lede and pewtre, and sellyng of yt deceyvabely for gude 
tyn. 1532-3 Act 24 Hen. VIII , c. 1 Hydes, .vntruly, in- 
sufficiently and deceiuably tanned. 1637 Declar. Pfaltz- 
graves * Faith 3 When the one shall . . deceiveably lay imputa- 
tions of errour on the other. 1865 Nichols Britton v. ii. 

§ 3 If dower bedeceivably [ desceivablement J established. 

t Beceiva*nce. Obs. Forms : see Deceive. 
[a. OF. decevance , f. decev-ant : see next and 
-ance.] Deceit, deception. 

C1330 R. Brunne Chron. (1810) 133 pe Kyng sister of 
France Henry allied him to, Here of a desceyuance bei 
conseild him to do. CX430 Lydg. Bochas 1. i. (1554) 4 a, 
Beware the serpent, with his disceivance. 1483 Caxton 
Gold. Leg, 129/1 Ayenst the deceyuaunces of the feend. 
i486 Surtees Misc, (1890) 57 Set[h] yat it is your citie not 
filid with dissavaunce. 

t Deceiva nt, a. and sb. Ohs. rare. (In 4 
-aunt.) [a. F. decevant, pr. pple. of deceveir, -otr 
L. decipient-em ] A. adj. Deceiving, deceitful, 
deceptive. B. sb. A deceiver. 

1393 Gower Conf I. 82 That pou ne be noght deceiuant. 
Ibid. I. 222 The fourthe deceivaunt, The whiche is cleped 
fals semblaunt. Ibid. II. 72 This Achelous was a Geaunt, 
A subtil man, a deceivaunt. 

Deceive (di'srv'), v. Forms : a. 4 deseue, 
-sayue, -saifs, -eeife, -cayue, dicayue, 4-5 
deseyue, 4-6 deceue, 4-7 deeeyue, 5-6 desave, 
(Sc. -sawe),6 deceaph, 6-7 deceaue, 5-- deceive. 

4 desceiue, 4-5 -ceyue, -sayue, 5 -saue, 
-sayfe, 5 -6 -seyue. 7. 4 (Sc.) dissaf, 4-5 dis- 
ceyue, -seyue, dysceue, -saue, 4-5 (6 Sc.) dis* 
saue, 4-6 dyssayue, 5 disceue, -saiue, -sayue, 
( 5 <r. -sayf, -sawe), dysseyue, 5-6 dyseeyue, 
-seue, 6 disceiue, -eeaue, Sc. -saif. [a. OF* 
decev-eir (stressed stem dcceiv-), mod.F. dlcevoir 
L. decipere, f. De- I. 1 or 4 + capere to take. Cf. 
Conceive. 

The stem was subject in ME. and 16th c. to the same 
variations as those mentioned under Deceit, and the prefix 
varied In like manner as de-, des-, dis-, whence came such 
curious spellings as disceave, dissave , dissaif ; the stem 
vowel has passed through the stages ei. e, e, i. Quarles 
in 1635 (Emblems m, ii.) rimed deceiv'd thee : sav'd thee. 

(The literal sense of L. dScipere was app. to catch in a 
trap, to entrap, ensnare ; hence, to catch by guile; to get 
the better of by fraud ; to cheat, mislead.*] 

^ 1. trans. To ensnare; to take unawares by 
craft or guile ; to overcome, overreach, or get the 
better of by trickery ; to beguile or betray into 
mischief or sin ; to mislead. Ohs. (or arch.) 

a 1300 Cursor M. 3x72 (GdttVpat b e child were noght per- 
cayued, ar pe suord him had dicayued. c 1340 Ibid, 27214 


(Fairf.),& queJ?erhe was bus dessay u id , sone ofter his creature 
he resceyuid. 1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. xn. vii. (1495) 
418 Somtyme a tame culuoure is. taughte to begyle and to 
dyseeyue wylde coluoures and ledyth theym in to the 
foulers nette. c 1450 Merlin 4 The deuell. devised how he 
myght best disceyve the thre dough tres of this rich man. 
2594 Willobie Avisa Ljb, Apply her still with dyvers 
thmgesJFor giftes the wysest will deceave). 162 x Coryat 
Crudities 2 A certaine English man. . was deceiued by those 
sands: for.. he was suddenly ouertaken and ouerwhelmed 
with the waters, 1667 Milton P. L i. 35 He it was whose 
guile, .deceived The mother of mankind. 1741 Richardson 
Pamela I. 170 As we deceived and hooked the poor carp, so 
was I betrayed by false baits. 1794 Sullivan View Nat. II, 
The mother of mankind, who was deceived by the serpent. 
2 . To cause to believe what is. false; to mislead 
as to a matter of fact, lead into error, impose upon, 
delude, 1 take in \ 

c 1320 Senyn Sag. (W.) 109, I wald noght he decayued 
ware. 1375 Barbour Bruce iv. 237 Thai mak ay thair 
answering In-till dowbill vndirstanding, Till dissaf thame 
that will thame trow. 1382 Wyclif Matt. xxiv. 11 Many 
false prophetis schulen ryse, and disceyue many, c 1460 
T owneley illy si. iSurtees) 124 Or els the rewlys of astronomy 
Dyssavys me. C1489 Caxton Sonnes of Aymm xxi. 462 
Soo dysguysed for to dysceve us. a 1533 Ld. Berners 
Htton xxiv. 69 By hys fayr langage he may dyssayue vs. 
c 1600 Shaks. Sonn. civ, Mine eye may be deeeaued. 1667 
Milton P. L. 11. 189 Who [can] deceive his mind, whose 
eye Views all things at one view ? 1781 Gibbon Ded. # F. 
xxx. III. 179 Two statesmen, who laboured to deceive each 
other and the world. 1856 Froude Hist. Eng. (1858) I. ii. 
98 Wolsey. .was too wise to be deceived with outward pros- 
perity. ^ 1862 Mrs._ H, Wood Mrs. Hallib. n. xix, He 
denied it . . and I believed he was attempting to deceive me. 
b. absol. To use deceit, act deceitfully, 

£•1340 Hampole Prose Tr. (1866) 3 If [>ou will nowtbire be 
dyssayuede ne dyssayue. 1500-20 Dunbar Poems 11893) 
xxi. 102 Quhair fortoun. .dissavis With freyndly smylingis 
of ane hure. 2594 Hooker Reel. Pol. 1. xv. § 4 He can 
neither erre nor deceiue. 1769 Junius Lett . xxxv. 163 
A moment of difficulty and danger, at which flattery and 
falsehood can no longer deceive. 1808 Scott Martu.v 1. 
xvii, Ah, what a tangled web we weave, When first we 
practise to deceive ! 1875 Jowett Plato (ed. 21 V. 160 The 
makers of household implements, .should be ashamed to 
deceive in the practice of their craft, 

C. rejl. To allow oneself to be misled ; to de- 
lude oneself. [F. se tromper '. ] 

1382 Wyclif Jas. i. 22 Be $e doers of the word and not 
herei s onely, deceyuynge you silf. 1535 Coverdale Bel <$• 
Dr, 7 Daniel smyled, and sayde: O kynge, disceaue not 
thyselfe. 2791 Mrs. Radcliffe Rom. Forest ii, I can no 
longer deceive myself. 1884 Gladstone in Standard 29 
Feb. 2/7 Do not let us deceive ourselves on that point. 

d. In pass, sometimes merely : To be mistaken, 
be in error. 

^2315 Shoreham 93 Ac many man desceyved hys.. And 
weyneth that he be out of peryl. c 2325 Poem temp. Edw. 
II ( Percy) Iv, Forsoth he is deseyved, He wenyth he doth 
ful wel. a 1450 Knt. de la Tour 33 We are foule deceiued 
in you the tyme passed. 2553 Eden ^ Treat. Newe hid. 
(Arb.) 41 He was not deeeaued in his opinion. 1596 Shaks. 
Merck. V. v. i. 211 That is the voice, Or l am much 
deceiu'd, of Portia. 2603 — - Meas. for M. in. i. 197 How 
much is the good Duke deceiu’d in Angelo. 2749 Fielding 
Tom Jones xiv. vi, I am very much deceived in Mr. 
Nightingale, if. .he hath not much goodness of heart at the 
bottom. 

+ 3 . To be or prove false to, play false, deal 
treacherously with ; to betray. Ohs. 

a 2300 Cursor M. 1894 (Cott.) Quen noe sagh..J>at pis 
rauen had him deceueid, Lete vt a doue. c 2470 Henry 
Wallace vi. 480 Thai swor that he had dissawit thair lord. 
2526 Pilgr. Per/. (W. de W. 2531) 6 The corruptible 
rychesse of this worlde . . forsaketn and deceyueth hym 
whan he weneth best. 2596 Shaks x Hen. IV, v. i. 11 
Y ou have deceiu’d our trust. 2605 Camden Rent. , Epitaphs 
53 Fame deceaues the dead mans trust. 2658 Whole Duty 
Man xv. § 26. 125 He that does not carefully look to his 
masters profit, deceives his trust. 

h.fg. To prove false to ; fto frustrate (a purpose, 
etc.) obs . ; to disappoint (hope, expectation, etc.). 

2571 Ad 13 Eliz. In Bolton Si at. I ret. (1622) 360 Which 
good meaning of that good lawe . . is day lie. .deceyved by 
diverse evill disposed persons. 2666 Dryden Ann. M irab. 
lxviii. Till, .doubtful moonlight did our rage deceive. 1697 
— Virg. Georg, in. 190 The weak old Stallion will deceive 
thy Care. <2x700 — J.), Nor are my hopes deceiv'd. 28x8 
Jas. Mill Brit. India II. iv. ii. 89 Never was expectation 
more completely deceived, 
f 4 . To cheat, overreach ; defraud. Obs. 
c 2330 R* Brunne Chron. (18x0) 319 )>at mad )?e Tresorere 
pou has desceyued him. 138a Wyclif x Thess. iv. 6 That 
no man oner go nether disceyue his brother in chafiaringe. 
2481 in Eng. Gilds (1870) 332 Deseeteously wrought as in 
tannyng, where-tburgh the kynges lege peopell scholde he 
disceuyd. 1533 Gau Richt Vay (x888) 16 Thay that sellis 
aid and ewil guidis for new and thair throw dissauis oders 
falslie. 2625 Bacon Ess. Gardens (Arb.) 563 That the Bor* 
ders. .be. .Set with Fine Flowers, but thm and sparingly, 
lest they Deceiue the Trees. 1626 — Sylva § 479 Where 
two Plants draw (much) the same Jwyce, there the Neigh- 
bourhood hurieth ; for the one deceiveth the other, 
tb. with of: To cheat out of. Ohs. 
a 1300 Cursor M, 8626 (Cott.) Sco parcetiid, SCO was of 
hir ciiild deceuid. 1 1380 Wyclif Wks . : 1880) 73 Whanne ]?ei 
be raueine & ypocrisie disceyuen hem of here goodis. 2525 
Wido Edylk, The sixt merye Jest how this wydowe 
Edyth deceiued a Draper, .of a new Gowne and a new 
Kyrtell. x6ao J. Wii.kinson Coroners ty Skerijes 62 To 
deceive them of it and to gain it for themselves. *667 
Milton P. L , x. 990 Childless thou art, Childless remain ; 
so Death Shall be deceav’d his glut, a 2762 Oldys in 
D’lsraeli Cur. Lit . 1 x 866) 563 [He] deceived me of a good 
sum of money which he owed me. 
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f 5 . To beguile, wile away (time, tediousness, 
etc.). Obs. (Cf. Cheat v. 5.) 

359s Fi,orio Sec. Fruites 65 Let us do something - to de* 
ceaue the time, and that we may not thinke it long. 1663 
Bp. Patrick Parab . Pilgr. ii. (1 668) 5 To deceive the 
tediousness of the pilgrimage. 1697 Dryden Virg. Past , x. 
(R.), This while I sung, my sorrows 1 deceiv'd. 1784 Cowper 
Task nr. 362 Happy to deceive the time. Not waste it. 
1841 Gatlin N.Amer. hut (1844) II. xxxvii.36 Amusements 
to deceive away the time. 

Deceived (d/srvd, poet. dJsFved), ppl. a. [f. 
prec. + -ED 1 .] Deluded, imposed upon, misled, 
mistaken, etc. : see the verb. 

1569 T. Norton (title) To the Quenes Maiesties poore de- 
ceyued Suhiects of the North Countrey, drawen into rebel- 
lion. 1611 Bible Job xii. id The deceiued and the deceiuer 
are his. 1651 Hobbes Leviath. 1. iit. ir Speeches taken . . 
from deceived Philosophers, and deceived, or deceiving 
Schoolemen. 1820 Keats St. Agnes xxxvii, I curse not .. 
Though thou forsakest a deceived thing, 
b. absol. 

1652 J. Wright tr. Camus * Nature's Paradox 158 The 
Deceived, as well as the Deceivers. 1847 Sir W. Hamilton 
Let. to De Morgan 5, I was wrong, .in presuming you to be 
a deceiver, and not rather a deceived. 

Deceiver (d&Pvsj). Forms : a. 4 deceiuonr , 
4-5 deceyuour(e, -or, 5-6 -ar, 6 deceyuer, de- 
cs auer, 7- deceiver. j8. 4-6 dis- : see Deceive. 
[a. AF. decevour — OF. deceveur, earlier deceveor , 
f. stem of decev-oir ; subsequently taking the form 
of an Eng, derivative of Deceive v. : see -eb 1 2.] 

1 . One who (or that which) deceives; a cheat, 
impostor. 

1382 Wyclif 2 John 7 Many deceyuours [1388 dlsseyueris] 
wenten out in to the world, c 1450 tr. De Imitatione hi. i. 
What are all temporale hinges but deceyuours. 1483 Cat/t. 
A net. 101 A Dissauer, deceptor. 1535 Coverdale yob xii. 
x6 Both the deceaver, and him that is deceaved. 1555 Eden 
Decades 313 An Italian deceauer who had before deluded 
the kynges of Englande and Portugale. 1634 Milton Comus 
596 Hence with thy brew’d enchantments, foul deceiver! 
183a Lytton Eugene A. r. v, The passions are at once our 
masters and our deceivers. 

2 . Comb. 

1624 W. Hall Man's Gt. Enemy in Farr S. P. fas. I 
(1848) 199 Deeeiuer-like, heesaid, Yee shall not dye. 

Deceiving* (dftFviq), vbl. sb. [~ingT] The 
action of the verb Deceive; deception. 

c 1400 Rom. Rose 1590 Withouten any deceiving. 1523 
Ld. Berners Froiss. I. xviii. 25 Than the Englisshe lordes 
..for doubte of deceyuyng . . kept styll the two trompettis 
pryuely. 1368 Bible (Bishops') 2 Pet. ii. 13 Delighting 
them selues in their deceiuings. 1833 Mrs. Browning 
Prometh. Bound Poems 1850 I. vjx For in my mind De- 
ceiving works more shame than torturing. 

Decei ving, ppl. a. [-ing 2.] That deceives ; 
deceitful, misleading, fallacious. 

1500-210 Dunbar Poems xlvii. 87 This fals dissavand warldis 
bliss. 1603 Shark, Me as. for M. m. ii. 260 Manie de- 
ceyuing promises of life, a 1653 Gouge Comm. Heb. xiii. 

5 Covetousness© is a deceiving sin. c 1793 Telegraph in 
Spir. Publ. frnls. U799) I. 26 The most deceiving tongue. 
Hence Decervingly adv. 

14.. Prose Legends in Anglia VIII. 143 Hydynge de- 
ceyuaundly wikke wi}? medelynge of good, c 1440 York 
Myst. xiii. 140 A.t carpe to me dissayuandly. 1888 Harper's 
Mag. Oct. 806 To listen appreciatingly even if deceivingly. 

Decelticize, etc. ; see De- II. 1. 

Decern-, L. decern ten, used in combination, as 
decemjugis ten-yoked, decempedalis ten feet long, 
decemplicdtus ten-fold, etc. ; hence in various tech- 
nical words Becemccr state a , [Costa], having 
ten ribs. Decemde*ntate a. [L. dens tooth], having 
ten teeth or points (Smart 1836 b Be©e*mj5.d a. 
[L. -fidus cleft], divided into ten parts, segments, 
or lobes (ibid.). Decemfio'rous a. [L. -jlor-tis , 
-flowered]', 4 having ten flowers ? (Syd. Soc. Lex . 
1882). Decemfo*liate, -foTiolate [L. folium 
\t2&, foliolus leaflet], having ten leaves or leaflets. 
Bece-mjugate a. [L. jttgdt-us yoked], ‘having 
ten pairs of leaflets or of other organs* ( Syd, Soc . 
Lex. 1882). Becemlocular a. [L. loculus little 
bag], ten-celled, having ten little cells for seeds 
(Smart 1S36). f Becemnovenai a. [L. decern- 
novem nineteen], of nineteen years — Decenno- 
vennae. Be:cemn.oveiia'riaiL, a man of the 
Nineteenth Century ; hence Becemnovena rian- 
ism, the characteristics distinctive of a man of the 
Nineteenth Century ; BecemnovenaTianize zl, 
to act the decemnovenarian. Decempedal a. [L. 
decempeddlis , f.pes, ped- feet], (a) ten feet in length 
(obs.) ; (b) having ten feet, Bece*mpedate a. =» 
prec, b (Syd. Soc. Lex. 1882.), - B eceznpemnat e 
a. [L. penna wing], having ten flight-fea there on 
the pinion-bone. Be cemplex a. [L. ~pkx -fold], 
tenfold (S.S. Lex.). DetoempXicate a. [L plicatus 
plaited, folded], ‘having ten plaits or folds * 

■■ (ibid .). . Becemprrnctate a. [L. pumtum a point], 
‘having ten points or spots * (ibid.). Becem- 
stri-ate a. [L. stria tus grooved], ‘having ten 
striae ’ (ibidX 

*858 Bentham Handbk. Brit . Flora 7 Decemdmtate . . 
Decemfid . . Decemfoliate . . Decemfoliolate. 1588 J. Har- 
vey Disc. Probl , 95 The Golden, decemnouenall, or Lunatic 


circle. 2698 Wallis in Phil. Trans. XX. 187 That is, this 
is the Eighth Year of such Decem-novenal Cycle, or Circle 
of Nineteen Years. 2863 [De Morgan] From Matter to 
Spirit Pref. 6 We, respectable decemnovenarians as we are, 
have been so nourished on theories, .that most of us cannot 
live with an unexplained fact in our heads. 1890 r. Mall 
in N. Y. Nation L. 316/1 Though a decemnovenarian, as some 
would call him, he is not to be allowed to decemnovena- 
rianize in language. 2864 Miss Cobbe Studies Few <$• Old 
(1865) 359 We have all heard much concerning this De- 
cemnovenarianism ’ for a long time before he received his 
formidable cognomen. Ibid. 279 I s '*• Steam which^ has 
made ‘ Decenmovenarianism’, or ‘ Decemnovenarianism 
which has created Steam? 2827 G. S. Faber often Cal. 
Proph. (1844) I* 48 A yet future decempartite division of 
that Empire. 2656 Blount Glossogr., Decempedal , of ten 
foot, or ten foot long. 1708 Motteux Rabelais iv. Ixiv. 
(1737) 262 The shadow is decempedal. 

December (dfse’mbai), Also 4-6 -bre, 4 -bir, 
descembre, 5 decembyr, 6 desember. Abbre- 
viated Dec. [a. OF. ddeembre, dezembre , ad. L. 
December , f. decern ten , this being originally the 
tenth month, of the Roman year. The meaning of 
her in this and the names of the three preceding 
months is uncertain.] 

The twelfth and last month of the year according 
to the modern reckoning ; that in which the winter 
solstice occurs in the northern hemisphere. 

[a 1000 Menologium 220 (Gr.) pamne folcum bring<$ moreen, 
to mannum monaS to tune Decembris . . mrra Jula.] 1297 
R. Glouc. I1724) 408 pe endlefpe day of December pe 
toun hii wonne so. a 1300 Cursor M. 24916 (Cott.) pat 
moneth pat man clepes .. Decembre [v.r. -ber, -bir, des- 
cembre I. 1460 Plump ton Corr. (Camden) 20 Written at 
London 9 of December. 1573 Tusser Hush., December's 
husbandries O dirtie December For Christmas^ remember. 
1593 T. Morley Madrigals , ‘ A prill is nty mistris face' , 
Within her bosom is September, But in her^heart a cold 
December, a 1643 Cartwright Ordinary 1. ii, Don’t you 
see December in her face? 1775 N. Wraxall Tour N. 
Europe 88 The weather, which, .was become in a few hours 
as cold and piercing as our Decembers. 1805 Scott Last 
Minstr. 1. xxi, Alike to him was time or tide, December’s 
snow or July’s pride. 2841 T. H» Key in Smith Diet. 
Antiq. s.v. Calendar, Roman, The winter solstice at Rome, 
in the year 46 B.C., occurred on the 24th of December of the 
Julian Calendar. 1886 Miss Braddon Under Red Flag 
vi. The Man of December and Sedan - it was thus Blan- 
quists and Internationals spoke of the late Emperor [Napo- 
leon 1 1 1]— was dethroned. 

atirib. 1593 Shaks. Rick. IT, r. Hi. 298 Or wallow naked 
in December snow, a x 679 Earl Orrery Gusman m, Were 
our Hearts as much mortified as those December- 1 .overs 
Looks 1 1863 Kingsley Water Bab. iv. (ed. 2) 160 Pleasant 
December days. 

Hence Beca-znber v. nonce-wd., (a) tram, to 
give the character of December to ; (b) inir. to 
celebrate December (as the time of Christmas fes- 
tivities). Becembexish a., t Bec©*mberly a. f 
resembling December in dreariness and darkness. 
Bece*mbrist, one connected in some specific way 
with this month ; see quot. 1882. 

2876 J. EhusCxsar in Egypt 332 Now balls are deserted, 
and plays unremember'd, And all the May joys prematurely 
December’d. 1888 Times f Weekly Ed.) 7 Dec. 7/1 The 
Cabinet was seeking a pretext for ‘ Deeembcring 2795 
Burns Let. to Mrs. Dunlop 15 Dec., As l am in a com- 
plete Deccmberish humour, gloomy, sullen, stupid. 2765 
Sterne Tr. Shandy VIII. ix. In the many bleak arid 
Decemberly nights of a seven years widowhood. 1882 

H. Lansoell Through Siberia If. 2 Certain of them called 
‘ Decembrists who in December 2825 tried to raise a re- 
volt among the soldiers of Nicolas, and deprive him of his 
throne. 

|| Decemvir (d/se-mvoi). [L.,sing. of decemviri^ 
originally decern mrt ‘ the ten men *.] 

Rom. Antiq. (pi.) A body of ten men acting as 
a commission, council, college, or ruling authority ; 
esp. the two bodies of magistrates appointed la 
451 and. 450 B.c, to draw up a code of laws (the 
laws of the Twelve Tables) who were, during the 
time, entrusted with the supreme government of 
Rome. 

[1570 North Plutarch (1612) 864 Cicero., did one day 
sharply reproue and inucigh against this law of the Decern- 
uiri.3 z6oo Holland Livy w. xxxii . ' xoq Agreed it was that 
there should be created Decemvirs above all appeaie, 
1781 Gibbon Deri. F. xliv, The Decemvirs, who sullied, 
by their actions the honour of inscribing, on brass, or wood, 
or ivory, the . Twelve Tables of the Roman laws, X838 
Arnold Hist. Rome I. 253 A commission invested with 
such extraordinary powers as those committed to the de- 
cemvirs. x868 Smith. Sm. Diet . Rom. A ntiq. 127/2 Decem- 
viri' Litibus Jndicandis . . Augustus transferred to these 
decemvirs, the presidency in the courts of the centumviri. 

b. transf A council or ruling body of ten, as 
the Council of Ten of the Venetian Republic, 

' 1615 R. Cocks Diary 2 Aug., I had much adowe with 
Zanzabars desemvery. x8zx Byron Two Foscari t. x88. 
I look Forward to be one day of the decemvirs, 2832 tr. 
Sismondls Ital. Rep. ix. 202 The decemvirs dared unblush* 
ingly propose to their colleagues, etc, 
e. sing. A member of such a body. 

*703 Rowe FairPmit. iv. i.fjod,), He slew hisonly daughter 
■To save her from the fierce Decemvir’s lust. ' 1744 tr, Livy 

I. 272 1 Tod.) C, Julius, a decemvir, appointed him a day for 
taking his trial. 1849 Grote Greece 11. Ixxii. (ti&t) VI. 35, * 
Like the Decemvir Appius Claudius at Rome, 

Hence Beco*mvirsMp, the office of decemvir, 
x6oo Holland Litty 1x5 (R.) The deceravirsfoip, and the 
conditions of his colleagues together, had so greatly changed. 


Decemvir al (d/se*m viral', a. [ad, L. decern - 
virdl-is, f. decemviri see -al.] Of or pertaining 
to the decemvirs. 

1600 Holland Livy 127 fR.) The decemvirall lawes (which 
now are knowne by the name of the twelve Tables). 1651 
Howell Venice 13 Three Senators . . have power to summon 
the Decemvirall Colledg. xSwTiiihlwall in Philol. IU useum 
II. 477 The advantages of the consular over the decern viral 
form of government. 185a Grote Greece it. Ixxiv. IX., 4.16 
His decern viral governments or Dekarehies. 

Decemvirat© (dfse’mvirrit). [ad. L. decent* 
virat-us , f. decemvir : see -ate { .] The office or 
government of decemvirs ; a body of decemvirs, 
X620 E. Blount Hone Subsec. 233 After the .Deeemvirate, 
they returned againe to Consuls, 1704 Heakxk Duct, Hist. 
(17x4) I. 369 The Deeemvirate regarded neither Senate nor. 
people, but cut off the most considerable Citizens of both 
sorts. 1838 Arnold Hist, Rome L xv. 302 The deeemvirate 
seems indeed to have exhibited the perfect model of an 
aristocratical royalty, vested not in one person but in several, 
b. transf. A body of ten rulers, councillors, etc., 
as the Venetian Council of Ten. Also attrib. 

x6sx Howell Venice 13 They read the letters address*! to 
the Decemvirat Colledg. 1653 Sm E. N iciiolas in N. Papers 
(Camden) II. ta The room, .is now possessed by the Decern- 
virate or ten Worthies that now reign far more absolutely 
than ever any King did in England. . c 1776 Sir W. Jones. 
Let. Ld.A Ithorpe, If such a deeemvirate should ever attempt 
to restore our constitutional liberty by constitutional means. 

Decennary, improp . dece nnary, a. and sb. 
[ad. med.L. deemarius (decenndnus), f. med.L, 
decena (decenna) a tithing: see Decekee.] 

A. adf. Of or pertaining to. a decena or tithing. 

175a Fielding Causes Incr. Robbers f sf'E.i To prevent 

idle persons wandering from 7 dace to place « . was one great 
point of the decennary constitution. 

B, sb. s med.L. decena, a tithing: see quot, 1 881. 

Apparently taken by the 17th c. antiquaries as formed on 

decenner Decener + 'Y, and &a accepted by later writers. 

b* 1250 Bk acton hi.ji.Xj Diligeuter erit inquirendum si 
[latro] ftierit in franco plegioet decenna, et tunc erit decenna 
in mkerteordia coram justitkriox nostras.] ' 2647 N. Bacon 
Disc. Govt. Eng. i. xlviii. (1739) 84 View of free Fieclges must 
be, to see that the Decennaries be full, c 1670 Howsrs Dial. 
Com. Laws sot The whole. Land was. divided into Hun- 
dreds, and those again, into Decennaries. 1765 Blackhtokk 
Comm. 1 . 114 No man was suffered to abide in Erigland 
above forty days, unless be were enrolled in some tithing or 
decennary. xB&x T, S. Fuamitqn Hundred of WrotJwm 
36 All males .. should be enrolled in a tithing, or decen- 
nary, which originally consisted of ten free families. {Cf. 
x866 Rogers Agric. if Prices 1 . 66 He wim registered in the 
decenna before lie reached adolescence. J 

t Bexeace* Obs. [a. F. diceim ( 1 3- 1 4th. c* 

in Hatzf.), ad. L. dtchitia : see next.] «aiiext, 

1678 Sprat Semi. Gal. vi, to In good works ,, there 
may be goodness in the genera!,; but decence > and. graceful* 
ness can be only in the particulars in doing the good. 
X683 \V. Ci.agktt Anmt,. IHsuniers. Object. 7 When the 
Decence and Convenience of a thing Is 'considered, we 
should attribute much to the Wisdom of Authority. 
Dkyden Virg . AEmid x . 96 And must I own , my secret 
smart— What with more decern,* were In silence kept. {At 
confessedly Ft \ : *836 Orkvills Diary 94 {Stanford * To the 
opera to see Taglioni dance . , Her grace and diceme am 
something that no one can imagine who has not seen tier.] 
Decency (dDs&isi), [atl. L. deecntm, l decent* 
em becoming, fitting, Dkcxnt*] The qualify ot 
fact of being decent. 

1 1 . Appropriateness or fitness to the circum- 
stances or requirements of the case ; fitness, st'emli- 
ness, propriety ; a. of speech, action, or behaviour. 

1567 .Drant Horace , Arte of Poe trie (,R.\ Of »ites and 
ages thou must note the manner and the guyse* A'decenwe 
for stirring; youth, for eider folk® likewise. x$8$ Yurtmmn 
Eng. Poem ui. xxiii. (Arboaby To wnwwev . , we in oar vulgar 
call It by a schoiasticaU tenne idecencie'l our owue Saxon 
.English term® is {smmetymml /bid. 27* Your decenckf 
are of sundric sorts, according to the many circumetancea 
accompanying our writing, .s|»eeelt or bnhmimr, 
Healey Epictetus’ MunmtlXw. 77 Tlumt neglect «t another 
{function} which thou ndghtest execute with full decency* 
2647 Clarendon Hist. Reb. t. {*843} 33/t. The king wm 
always the most punctual observer of all decency in his 
devotion. 1:719 Water lamp Find. Chris? s Divimiy uq 
Why ao concern’d about the fnneis, mil decency of his Inter- 
mretatlon I *7*5 Wait » Logic 1 1. v. 9 4 The great l bsdgn of 
Prudence . . is to determine and manage every Affair with 
Decency, and to the. best Advantage, *ffo» Hwmi //«/. 
Eng, III. liv. t.73 H k discourse «i the ucaffoltl wm full of 
decency and courage.. 

f b. What U appropriate to a i«rsoii T s rank m 
dignity, Obs. 

xg&l Fowel Idfydtt Cambria 364. ■ Restruing two thing!* 
that » to say Mi conscience and also; the deceucie of fits 
state, 1649 Milton Sb km. 17 With Scholastic flourishes, 
beneath the decencie of st king. t 66 t Moats am Sphere 
Gentry- n* v» 78 According to the Decency of the laid Name 
©f the Duke of' Somerset and the nobility of his ... ©sate, 

+ c. Fitness of form or proportion s CmmYmvm. 
*6x0 Ouilum Heraldry m, mv, \ *66©) xfo Neither ran Art 
forme a fashion of more Mtatviy dt\rni ie, than she hath 
do m on the Stage. . *667 Primatt City 4 C Builder Bo For 
decency it will be rcqmsite. not to 'have ilw prefer* alto- 

§ ether *0 deep M'.ten inches In the teeoml, third, and fourth 

toy. 

t m. Bascnt or orderly condition of civil or social 
life, Obs. 

■ *65*. Hogisi'^^4 Soc* x. 1 1,1.4! In file state of drill 
Govern raesit there i*} tlw. Domituott of »»«., penc** 
security, riches, decency, society* elegancy fete.}, im R* 
Coke rmmr f Subj. 89 Decenck' and ■ order uiwst pmmp* 
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pose laws and . directions. 1705 Stanhope Paraphr. II. 
121 God, as he is a God of Decency and Order, and not of 
Anarchy and Confusion [etc.], 

3. Propriety of behaviour or demeanour ; due 
regard to what is becoming; conformity (in be- 
haviour, speech, or action ) to the standard of 
propriety or good taste. 

1647 Clarendon^ H ist. Reb . l (1843’) 2 3/ 2 He [Wm. Earl 
of Pembroke] . . lived towards the favourites with that 
decency, as would not suffer them to censure or reproach 
his master’s judgment. 1682 Norris Hierocles 39 To bear 
..the loss of our goods with mildness and decency, xyoa 
Eng. Theophrastus 342 We do sometimes out of vanity or 
decency what we could do out of inclination and duty. 1732-3 
Swift Let. Mrs. Pilkington 1 Jan., I cannot with decency 
shew them, except to a very few. 1749 Fielding Tom Jones 
x. viii, If I had not the patience of fifty Jobs, you would 
make me forget all decency and decorum. 1798 Wordsw. 
Old Cumbrld . Beggary Many, I believe, there are Who 
live a life of virtuous decency. 1855 Ld. Houghton in 
Life (1891) L xi. 516 As I have got two letters from you 
to-day, I must write in decency before I go to sleep. 1883 
Gladstone in Times 9 June, Less than that I cannot say 
in justice and in decency. 

b. esp. Compliance with recognized notions of 
modesty or delicacy ; freedom from impropriety. 

1639 tr. Du Boss's Compl. Woman F iv, Perad venture they 
would . . accuse him for not writing, as decency obliged him 
therein . . Is there one sole word in all this worke . . to make 
one blush in reading it? 1684 Earl Roscom. Ess. Trans L 
Verse , Immodest words admit of no defence ; For want of 
decency is want of sense, a 1715 Burnet Own Time{jj'z\) 
I. 137 Sir Elisha Leightoun .. maintained an outward de- 
cency ..yet he was a very vicious man. 1886 H. H. John- 
ston Kilimanjaro Exp. ii. 28 The black glistening forms 
of the burly negroes on whom nakedness sits with decency. 
Ibid. xix. 433 Both sexes have little notion or conception 
of decency, the men especially seeming to be unconscious of 
any impropriety in nakedness. 

C. Conformity to the standard of living becoming 
one’s position ; respectability. 

1751 Johnson Rambler No. 166 p 2 Those whom a very 
little assistance would enable to support themselves with 
decency, 1783 Paley Mor. Philos, m. ix, There is a certain 
appearance, attendance, establishment, and mode of living, 
which custom has annexed to the several ranks and orders 
of civil life (and which compose what is called decency). 

4. pi. Decent or becoming acts or observances ; 
the established observances of decent life or de- 
corum ; proprieties. (Rarely sing.') 

1667 Milton P. L. viii. 601 Those graceful acts, Those 
thousand decencies that daily flow From all her words and 
actions mixed with love And sweet compliance. 1673DRYDEN 
Marr. a la Mode Ep. Bed., They have copied ... the deli- 
cacies of expression, and the decencies of behaviour from 
your lordship, 1700 — Sigismonda <$• G. jot O ever faith- 
ful heart, I have perform’d the ceremonial part, The de- 
cencies of grief. 1723 Dk Foe Col. Jack (1840; 204, I told 
her I thought it was a decency to the ladies. 1735 Pope 
Ep. Lady 164 Virtue she finds too painful an endeavour, 
Content to dwell in decencies for ever. 1827 Macaulay 
Machiavelli Ess. (1854) 49/2 He became careless of the 
decencies which were expected from a man so highly dis- 
tinguished in the literary and political world. 

b. pi. The outward conditions or requirements 
of a decent life. 

1798 Malthus Popul. (1378) 375 He may be . . better able 
to command the decencies . . of life, 1832 Lewis Use $Ab. 
Pol. Terms xnt. in In this sense the poor are those who . . 
severally enjoy a less quantity of decencies and necessaries. 
1842 S. Lover Handy Andy xxiv. 213 The little man was 
buttoning on a pair of black gaiters, the only serviceable 
decency he had at his command. 1894 H, Sidgwick jn 
Times 13 Jan. 11/4 It was not easy to distinguish decencies 
and comforts on the one hand and luxuries 011 the other. 

Decend, etc. : see Descend, etc. 

Becene (drszn). them. [f. Gr. «5e/ca ten + -ene.] 
The olefine oftlie deeacarbon or Decyl series, C i0 Ii 20 . 
Also called Decylene. 1877 Watts Fawned Chan. 52. 
t Be*cener. Ohs, Forms: 6 deeenier, di- 
sener, 7 deeiner, -or, 7-8 decenner, [a. AngloFr. 
decencr = OF. decenier, mod.F. d/xenier, dizenier 9 
dizamier, in med. L. decendri its (improp, deem - 
n anus ) , f. decenay in OF. discing, - aine , Pr. desena, 
Sp. decenciy a group of ten, a tithing.] 

1. One in command of ten soldiers. 

*555 Waterman Fardle Factons n. x. 2 1 1 Their capitaines 
ouer ten, whiche, by a terme borowed of the Frenehe, we 
calle piseners. 1589 lya tr. Du Bel laps Insir. 80 The 
Souldiers [should exercise] by themselues euerie holie day, 
with their Deceniers [chefs de chambre] Chiefs of squadrons, 
and Corporals. • 1627 S. ' Ward' Serm., Jethro's Justice , 
From the Gouernourof the thousand to the Centurion, from, 
him to the Tithing-man or Decinor. 

2 . a. The head of a decena or tithing; a tithing- 
man or borsholder ; b. A member of a tithing. 

1607 Cowell. Inferpr., Deciners .» signifieth .. such as 
were wont to have the oversight and checke of ten friburgs 
for the maintenance of the king's peace. 1624 Termes de 
la Ley s.v., Deeiner is not now used for the chiefe man of a 
Dozein, but for him that is sworne to the Kings peace. 1647 
N. Bacon Disc. Govt. Eng. 1. xxvi. (1739) 43 All Free- men 
were Decenners, that is, .ranked into .several tens.' 175a 
Fielding Causes Incr. Robbers § 5 (R."< In case' of the de- 
fault of appearance in a decenner, ’his nine pledges 'had one 
and thirty days to bring the delinquent forth to justice. 
[1869 W.JMolynkux Burton on Trent 103 There, was' .a staff 
of men six in' number called '* Deciners', whose duty it' was 
in modern times to assist the constables in preserving the 
.. peace of the ■ .manor ' and ■ borough , . The' name commonly 
given. 'to these officers was dozener, and. under it at the 
present, day they are associated in many instances with 
municipal boroughs.] 
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Decexmal (dfsemal), a. ? Ohs. [ad. L. deem - | 
nal-is of ten years, f. decent -f ami-us . Cf. F. di- \ 
ce?mal { 1 6th c. in Hatzf,).] = Decennial, 

1648 ‘Mercuries Pragmaticus' Plea for King 26 They 
. . appointed Archons, or Decennall Governors, that is, one 
Prince for ten years. _ X708 Motteux Rabelais (1737) V. 235 
A Decennal Prescription. 

t Decexmalian, a. Ohs. - prec. 

1794 T. Taylor Pausanias I. 376 The Medontidse still 
hefd the decennalian government. 

Decennary (d/senari), a. and sb, [f. L. de- 
ce7tn-is of ten years + -ary : cf. Decennal.] 

A. adj. Of or pertaining to a period of ten years ; 

Decennial. 

1855 Jrnl. R. Agric. Sac. XVI. n. 577 The average home- 
produce of wheat during each of these decennary periods. 

B. sb. A period of ten years ; a decennium. 

1822 W. R. Hamilton in Parr's Whs. (1828) VIII. 34 The 

awful predictions of the Whigs during the last decennary. 
1826 H. C. Robinson Diary {iS6q) II. 322 The fifth decennary 
of the nineteenth century. 1873 C. Robinson N. S. Wales 
72 Dividing the decennary into two equal parts, it will be 
found that, .during the earlier five years [etc,]. 

Decennary: see Decenary. 

Dece*xmiad. [irreg. f. L. Decennium + -ad, 
after triad chiliad , etc.] —Decennium. 

1864 Soc. Science Rev. 239 The increase .. was found in 
the ten years ending in 1851 to be less than it had been 
in any previous decenniad. 1882 A thenmim 3 June 692/1 
During three decenniads of the latter half of the present 
century. 

Decennial (d£$e*nial), a. (sb.) [f. L. decen- - 
7ii-um (see next) + -al : cf. centennial. The L. 
adj. was decennal-isy whence Decennal.] 

A. adj. Of or pertaining to a period of ten 
years. 

1656 Blount Glossog r. , Decennial \ belonging to or contemn- 
ing ten years. 1685 H. More Paratip. Prophet. 91 At a 
complete decennial interval. 1798 W. Taylor in Monthly 
Mag. IV. in The interest of a majority of the house ., 
illegally to perpetuate its authority and vote itself decen- 
nial. 1866 Rogers Agric. <$* Prices I. xxv. 625 A table in 
which decennial^ averages maybe stated. 1868 M.Pattison 
Academ. Org. in. 52 The decennial return of income to be 
made by each college. 

b. Of persons : Holding office for ten years. 

1728 N ewton Chronol. Amended 37 Charops, the first 
decennial Archon of the Athenians. 1866 Felton Anc. <5- 
Mod. Gr. II. v. 74 Seven decennial archons carried on the 
government till ». c. 683. 

B. sb. A decennial anniversary or its celebra- 
tion. U. S. *889 in Century Diet. 

Hence Bece-xmially adv., every ten years. 

1874 Daily News 16 Feb. 5/3 Opportunity of decennially 
reviewing the progress throughout the world of fine arts. 

II Becemmim (dzse*ni#m). PL -ia. [L., f. 
decenn-is of ten years, f. decent ten + annus year : 
cf. biennis , bietimum, and Centennium.] A space 
of ten years, a decade (of years). 

1685 H. More Paralip, Prophet. 91 Reckoning on still by 
complete Deeenniums. 1801 W. Taylor in Monthly Mag. 
XII. 390 To unteach all their lessons of the last decennium. 
1864 Pushy Led. Daniel i. 8 In the last decennia of the last 
century. 1881 Census Eng. £ Wales Prelim. Report p. xii, 
The decrease of the population of Ireland . . in each suc- 
ceeding decennium. 

+ Decennoval (d/se-n^val), a. Ohs. [ad. L. 
decennoval-is , f. decem-novent nineteen: see -al.] 
Of or pertaining to nineteen (years). 

1681 Hooke Phil. Collect. XII. 28 Dionysius Exiguus in- 
troduced the Decennoval Cycle (called the Golden Number) 
for the Celebration of Easter. 1604 Holder Disc. Time 75 
Meton. .constituted a Decennoval Circle, or of 19 years. 

So f Bece’nnovary* *j* Becennove imal, * prec. 
1694 PIolder Disc. Time 77 In this whole Decennovary 
Progress of the E pacts. 1677 Cary Chronol. 1. n. 1. ii. 57 An 
Interval of 1257 Years, which make 66 Decenovenal Cycles, 
and somewhat more. 1686 Plot Stajfordsh. 425 Through 
the whole Decetmovennal Cycle. 

Decension, -sor, obs. Descension, -sor. 
Decent (drsent), a. [a. F. decent ( 15 th c. in 
Hatzf.), or ad. L. decent-em, pr. pple. of decere to 
become, to be fitting. It is used etymologically 
by Wynkvn de Worde (perb. as French) in 
1495 Treviso's Barth. De P. R. v. xxix.. The fyngres 
highte digiti . . of this worde decent [ Todl. MS. decere], to 
saye in Englysshe semely, for they ben semely sette.] ■ 

1. Becoming, suitable, appropriate, or proper 
to the circumstances or special requirements of the 
case ; seemly, fitting. Obs. or arch. 

1539 [see b]. ■ 1547 Latimer 1st Serm. lef. Edw. VI 
(Arb.^33 It was not decent that the kings horsses shuld be 
kept in them [abbeys]. 1589 Puttenham Eng. Poesie in. 
xxiii. (Arb.) 279 Tell thine errand in such termes as are 
decent betwixt enemies. ' x66x Evelyn Diary 20 .Dec., The 
funeral of the Bishop of Hereford, .was a decent solemnity. 
a 1677 Barrow Serm. Matt. i. 20 (Wks. 1716) XL 257 Decent 
it was that as man did approve so man also should condemn 
sin in the flesh.. 1695 Drydbn Parall. Poetry 4* Paint, f: 
Since there must be ornaments both in painting and poetry, 
if they are not necessary, they must at least be decent, that 
is in their due place, and but moderately used. 1710 
Steele Toiler No. 231 r 2 After 'a 'decent 'Time spent "in 
the Father’s House, the Bridegroom went to prepare his 
' Seat for her Reception. 1749 Fielding ' Tom Jones v. iii. 
So total a change, .'that we think It decent to communicate 
it in .a fresh chapter, 1827 Pqllok Course ■ T. m. Showing, 
too, in plain and decent phrase. 1848 Macaulay Hist. Eng. 
I, 75 The founders of the Anglican Church had retained 
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episcopacy as an ancient, a decent, and a convenient eccle- 
siastical polity, but had not declared that form of church 
government to be of divine institution. 

f b. Appropriate with regard to rank or dignity. 
1539 Act 31 Hen. VIII , c. 5 A goodly . . manour, decent 
and convenient for a king, X547 Latimer 1 stSerm.bef. 
Edw. VI (Arb.) 33 God teacheth what honoure is decente 
for the kynge. 1640 Yorice Union Hon. 77 The Tombe . . 
is not so decent, nor convenient as his honour and acts de- 
served. 1657 J* Smith Myst. Rhet. 67 He useth a decent 
and due epithet, thus, Honourable J udge. 1716 Lady M.W, 
Montague Basset Table 77 When kings, queens, knaves are 
set in decent rank. <2x794 Gibbon Autobiog. 84 The court 
was regulated with decent and splendid economy. J 

f 2 . Of such appearance and proportions as suit 
the requirements of good taste; comely, hand- 
some. 

x6oo J. Pory tr. Leo's Africa it. 237 Most of their houses 
are but of one storie high, yet are they very decent, and 
have each one a garden. 1616 Bullokar, Decent , comely, 
handsome. 1625 Bacon Ess. Buildings (Arb.) 552 An In- 
ward Court. .Which is to be. .Cloistered on all Sides, vpon. 
Decent and Beautifull Arches, as High as the) first Story, 
1669 A. Browne Ars Piet. (1675) 4 It is impossible Jo make 
any decent or well proportioned thing, without this Syme- 
trical measure of the parts orderly united. _ 1725 Pope Odyss, 
xin. 273 Her decent hand a shining javlin bore. X725 Dk 
Foe Voy. round World (1B40) 268 He had five or six apart- 
ments in his house, .two of them were very large and decent. 

8. In accordance with or satisfying the general 
standard of propriety or good taste, in conduct) 
speech, or action ; esp. conformable to or satisfying 
the recognized standard of modesty or delicacy ; 
free from obscenity. 

1545 Jo ye Exp. Dan. vii. 124 A fayer decent semely 
shewe of vtwarde cleuocion. 1613 Shaks. Hen. VIII , iv. ii. 
145 For vertue, and true beautie of the soule, For honestie, 
and decent carriage. 1625 Bacon Ess. Praise (Arb.) 357 
To Praise a Mans selfe, cannot be Decent, except it be in 
rare Cases. 17x2 Hearne Collect. 29 Oct., ’Twill not be 
decent for me to inquire into y 1 Affair. 1732 Berkeley 
A Iciphr. 11. § 10 The regular decent life of a virtuous man. 
1754 Chatham Lett. Nephew iv, 20 Be sure to associate 
. . with men of decent and honourable lives, 1770 Gibbon 
On AEneid vi. Misc. Wks. 1796 II. 507 The laws of honour 
are different in different ages; and a behaviour which In 
Augustus was decent, would have covered ./Eneas with 
infamy, 1830-2 Carleton Traits Irish Peasant. (Tegg’s 
ed.) 375 Are you ladin’ a dacenter or more becominer life? 
1855 Macaulay Hist. Eng. IV. 263 Much more than they had 
any decent pretence for asking, 1865 Mill in Morn . Star 
6 J uly. Would it have been decent in me to have gone among 
you and said, 4 1 am the fittest man ? ‘ 
b. of persons, 

1731 Swift Poems , Strephon <$• Chloe, Women must be 
decent, And from the spouse each blemish hide. x886 
H. H. Johnston Kilimanjaro Exp. xix. 437 The Wa-Caga 
cannot be accused of indecency, for they make no effort to 
be decent, but walk about as Nature made them. 

4 . Satisfying (in character, mode of living, be- 
haviour, manners, etc.) the standard of one’s 
position or circumstances ; respectable. 

17x2 Steele Sped. No. 443' P 7 Honestus .. makes 
modest Profit by modest Means, to the decent Support 
of his Family. X738 Pope Epil. Sat. u. 71 Even in a 
bishop I can spy desert : Seeker Is decent, 1771 Mrs. 
Harris in Priv. Lett. Ld. Malmesbury I. 239 Lord 
Herbert is at Wilton with his tutor, .a decent well-behaved 
man. 1807 Crabbe Par. Reg. 1. 403 Next, with their boy, 
a decent couple came, 1831 T. L. Peacock Crotchet Castle 
iii, Captain F . — Many decent families are maintained on 
smaller means. Lady C . — Decent families : ay, decent is the 
distinction from respectable. Respectable means rich, and 
decent means poor, I should die if I heard my family called 
decent. 1879 Geo. Eliot Theo. Such ii. 27 Most of us who 
have had decent parents. x88a Serjt. Ballantine Exper, 
Barrister's Life I. xxiii. 200, I remember a pantaloon. . He 
was a very sober decent fellow, 
b. of appearance, dress, etc. 

1696 tr. Du Mont's Voy. Levant 43 Others go about in a 

r tty decent Garb. 1745 De Foe's Eng. Tradesman (184!) 

xxii. 2x0 A well-furnished shop with a decent outside. 
X773 Johnson Let. Mrs. Thrale 6 Sept., In the afternoon 
tea was made by a very decent girl in a printed linen, 
1843 Mrs. Carlyle Lett. L 227, I am getting together one 
decent suit of clothes for her, X884 F. M. Crawford Rom. 
Singer I. 5 We made him look very decent. 

5 . Satisfying a fair standard ; fair, tolerable, 
passable, * respectable 7 ; good enough in its way. 

■ Distinct examples ' of this sense are late; . within, brackets' 
are given some earlier quots. which may belong to it, 

[c X642 Twyne in Wood Life (Qx£ Hist. Soc.) I. 55 They 
'■were put into., battell arraye, and skirmished together in 
■■ , a very decent manner,' x''697 Dryden Virg.Georg. Ded.(i72i) 
1 . 180 If his 'Constitution be 'healthful, his Mind may still 
retain a decent Vigour.] '■ 

1711 Addison Sped. No. 34 r 10 At length, making "a 
Sacrifice' of all their Acquaintance and Relations, [theyj 
; furnished out' a 'very decent 'Execution. 1 'X773J. Ber ridge 
Chr. World Unmasked (1812) 29 Some debts I shall pay 
' myself, a decent part of the shot. 1826 Cobbett Rur. Rides 
' (1885) II. 27 The locusts . .appeared . . to be doing pretty well, 
and had made decent "shoots. ' . x8$3.Fr* A. Kemble Res id., 
in Georgia iyx There' was not ' another, decent 'kitchen, or 
flower garden in the State. x88o Miss Braddon Just as 
/ am xi, She had just learnt ." enough English to : ' write 
. a decent, letter. Mod. {Oxford Tutor) He ought to be able 
.■ "to write decent:.'Latin'prose. ' 

■ 0 . quasi -mfa* Decently. ■■■ ■■ ■ ■ 

. 17x5-20. Pope Iliad vii, 5x3 .Nor* less;' the ''Greeks "their' 
: pious sorrows shed, And decent on the pile dispose' the dead. 

■ . 176s Euz- Bonhote Rambles of Frattkly (1797) IL X76 The 
''womamwas 'dressed' neat and decent. ■ ■ 

7 . Comb,, as deoentdivedy -looking. 

x8oo Mrs. Hervey Mourtray Fam. 11.152 A small but* 
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tolerably decent-looking house. 1892 Pall Mall G. 5 Apr. 
6/x, I never stole any spoons, and am a decent-lived man as 
a whole. 

DecentisSl (drsentij), a. collog . [f. prec. + 

-ish.] Somewhat decent, pretty decent. 

a 1814 Dibdin * Tom Tough’ in Univ. Songster ( 1825)83 
laid up at last in a decentish condition. 1820 Black w. 
Mag. VII. 298 The Jenkinsops had maintained a decentish 
sort of character. 1854 Motley Corr. 8 May, I have a 
decentish kind of room here, and I think I shall stop. 

Decently (d/"sentli), adv. [-LT2.] . 

1 . In a decent manner ; with decency + suitably ; 
t fittingly; becomingly; respectably. 

*552 Huloet, Decentiye, decenter. 1556 Lauder Tractate 
39 To rewle his ryng In Godlie maner, decentlie. i6ix 
Bible i Cor. xiv. 40 Let all things be done decently [Vulg. 
hones te ; Wyclif, and all 16th c. vv. honestly] and m order. 
1639 Fuller Holy War iv. viii. (1840) 192 He also caused 
the corpses of the Christians, .decently to he interred. 1662 
Bk. Com. Prayer ; Churching of Wont en, The woman . . shall 
come into the Church decently apparelled. 1723 De Foe 
Col. Jack (1840) 221 My wife . . treated me more decently than 
she had been wont to do. 17^1 Jam/sax Rambler No. 170 rz 
My father was burthened with more children than he could 
decently support. 1814 Southey Roderick in, There upon 
the ground Four bodies, decently composed, were laid. 
1871 Morley Voltaire (1886' 74 In England, Voltaire 
noticed, the peasant is decently clad. 

2 . In a fairly satisfactory way or measure ; toler- 
ably, passably. 

1846 Mrs. Carlyle Lett. I. 368 , 1 cannot even steady my 
hand to write decently. 1859 Darwin in Life <$• Lett. (1887 ) 
I. 151 If I keep decently well. 

f De'Cfcntaiess. Obs. [-NESS.] The quality 
of being decent ; decency, propriety. 

1561 Veron Hunting of Purg. 37 Shall they [our dead] be 
caried forth, wythout any decentnesse, as we be wont to 
cary forth dead horses ? 1581 M ulcaster Positions xxxviii. 
(1887) 178 There is a comlynesse in eche kinde, and a decent- 
nesse in degree. 1670 Evelyn Diary 6 Feb., The lawfulnesse, 
decentnesse, and necessitie of subordinate degrees and 
ranks of men. 

Decentralisation (dfsemtrabi^'jan'). [n. 
of action from next. So mod.F. decentralisation 
(1878 in Acad. Did .).] 

The action or fact of decentralizing; decentralized 
condition; esp. in Politics, the weakening of the 
central authority and distribution of its functions 
among the branches or local administrative bodies. 

1846 Bastiat & Porter Gen. Interest 40 An irresistible 
power of decentralization. 1872 M. D. Conway Repub 1 . 
Snperst. 1. i. 10 The illustration of the dangers of extreme 
decentralisation in a republic furnished by the history of 
the United States. 

Decentralize (dzse , ntrabiz\ v. [f. De- II. i 
- f Centealize. Cf. mod.F, ddcentraliser (1878 
in Acad. Did.).] 

tram. To undo the centralization of ; to distribute 
administrative powers, etc., which have been con- 
centrated in a single head or centre. Hence De- 
centralized, Decentralizing ppl. adjs . 

1851 Nichql Archit. Heav. 91 These unconcentrated, or 
rather de-centralized masses of stars. 1859 Bright Sp . 
India x Aug., What you want is to decentralize your Govern- 
ment. i860 Sat. Rev. IX. 803/2 Decentralizing influences 
wax faint and few. 1875 Meriyale Gen. Hist. Rome Ixx. 
(1877) 575 During the last century the government of the 
empire had become completely decentralized, 
t Decoper 1 Obs. [Illiterate spelling of de- 
separe or dessepare , a. OF. desscparer, deseparer, 
ad. late L. dis-separdre, f. dis- asunder + separare 
to Separate, Sever.] trans. To dissever. Hence 
f Deceleration [OF. deceperacion (Godef.)], 
Separation, severance. 

3547 Boorde Brev. Health 13 b, The one decepered from 
the other, a 1450 Knt. de la Tour ot868j 98 Deceperacion 
of the loue be twene hem. 

Decephalize (clzse*fabiz), v. Biot [De- II, 
I : cf. Cephalization (Gr. tcecpaXi} head).] To 
reverse the cephalization of; to reduce, degrade, 
or simplify the parts of the head of (an animal). 
Hence D ecephaliza'tiozi, the simplification or 
reduction of cephalic parts ; reduction of the com- 
plexity or specialization of the head, as compared 
with the rest of the body ; decephalized condition. 
(Introduced by Dana, in article cited.) 

1863 Dana in Amer, Jml. Science 4- Arts 2nd Ser. 
XXXVI. 3 Examples of cephalization . . by a transfer of 
members from the locomotive to the cephalic series <or of 
decephalization by the reverse) occur in the two highest 
sub-kingdoms, those of Vertebrates send Articulates. Ibid. 
5 The Entomostracans exemplify decephalization by de- 
generation. 

Deceptation, obs. f. Disceptation, discussion, 
t Dece'ptible, a. Obs. [?a, obs. F. diceptible 
or directly f. L. type * decept ib ills : see -ble.] Apt 
to be deceived. 

1646 SjrT. Browne Pseud. Ep.x Humane nature ; of whose 
deceptible condition. .perhaps there should not need any 
other eviction. Ibid. 1. iii. 8 An erroneous inclination of 
the people ; as being the most deceptible part of mankind. 
Hence BeceptiMlity. 

2665 Glanvill Seeps. Set. i. 6 Considering the shortness 
of our intellectual sight, the deceptibility and impositions 
• of our senses. *837 Carlyle Diam. Necklace Misc. Ess. 
(1888) V, 162 A fixed idea, .has produced a deceptibility,. 
that will clutch at straws. 
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Deception (dTse-pfm). Also 6 dis-. [a. F. 
deception (13th c. in Hatzf.), ad. L. deception-em, 
n. of action from decipere to Deceive.] 

1 . The action of deceiving or cheating, 
c 1430 Lydg. Min. Poems , 1840)76 Hope dispeyred, a gwer- 
donles gwerdone ; Trusty disceyte, feythfui decepcioune. 
X477 Earl Rivers < Caxton) Dictes Fij, ben harme* 
doers & loveth falshode and desepcion. 3490 Caxton 
Eneydos xxvi, 95 What grete decepcions and imunes sue 
ymagyneth ayenst the. ci$oo Doctr. Gd. Servauntes m 
Anc. Poet. Tracts (Percy Soc.) 4 Fie dysceyte, gyle, and 
decepcyon. 1535 Stewart Cron. Scot. II. 126 tor greit 
disceptioun all this thing he did. ax 716 South (j.;, All 
deception is a misapplying of those signs which . . were 
made the means of mens signifying or conveying their 
thoughts. 1794 S. Williams Vermont 170 He was ac- 
customed to no falsehood or deception. 1802 Darwin 
Fertil. Orchids x. 45 These plants exist by an organized 
system of deception. . . 

b. The fact or condition of being deceived. 

1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. m. iv. 113 Hee is surely 
greedy of delusion, and will hardly avoide deception. 1769 
Junius Lett. xxxi. 144 The public has fallen into the de- 
ception. 1836 Hor. Smith Tin Trump . 11876; 118 Decep- 
tion— a principal ingredient in happiness. 





a cheat, sham. 

3794 Mrs. Radcliffe Myst. Udolpko xx, There is some 
deception, some trick. 1833 Ritchie Wand. Loire 176 
Launching the anathemas of what we call taste against so 
paltry a deception. 1843 Miss Mitford in L’Estrarige 
Life III. viii. 130 There was no background to form a 
phantasmagoria deception. 

Hence Bece ptionist, one who performs feats of 


illusion ; a juggler. 

3882 Society 20 Jan. 22/1 'The American Deceptionist’. . 
with his marvellous juggling tricks. 

Bece ptional, a. rare. [f. prec. + -al.] Of 
or pertaining to deception ; deceptive. 

1830 Galt Lazvrie T. v. vii. (1849) 224, I played a decep- 
tional part. 

Deceptions (d&e-pjbs), a. Now rare.* [a. 
obs. F. decept ieux , -cieux, in med.L. decept ids- us 
(Du Cange), f. deception- em: see -oub.] Of the 
nature of or characterized by deception ; that tends 
to deceive, cheat, or mislead. 

3606 Shahs. Tr. $ Cr. v. ii. 123 An esperance. .That doth 
inuert th’attest of eyes and eares ; As if those organs had 
deceptions functions. 1789 Bath Jml. 20 July Advt., To 
puff off an old stock in a deceptions manner. 1824 Ten- 
th am Bk. Fallacies Wks. 1843 II. 437 Deceptions terms. 
3. In the war department, — honour and glory. 2. In inter- 
national affairs, honour, glory , and dignity. 3839 Examiner 
706/2 False attacks, feints, and deceptions demonstrations. 
1843 Tails Mag. X. 622 Stripped of its deceptious summer 
verdure. 


t Bece*ptiousiy, adv. Obs. [f, prec. + -t.y 2.] 
In a way characterized by deception; in such a 
way as to deceive. 

1797 W. Taylor in Monthly Rev. XXIII. 582 She then 
appoints him deceptiously in the bath house. 1837 Bentham 
Plan Pari. Reform cxv. Circumstantially but deceptiously 
evidentiary. 

Beceptitious (dfseptrjhs\ a. rare. [f. L. 
stem decept - (see next) + -itious (from L. -ictus).] 
Of a deceptive kind or character. 

1827 Bentham Ration. Enid. Wks. 3843 VII, 35 Any 
decepritious representation of psychological facts. 
Deceptive (dTse*ptiv), a. [a. F. diceptif -ive 
(1378 in Ilalzfi), in med. or mod.L. decept ivus, f. 
decept - ppl. stem of deciplre to deceive ; see -ive. 
In English a recent word (not in Shaksp.), which 
has taken the place of Deceptious.] Apt or tend- 
ing to deceive, having the character of deceiving. 

Deceptive cadence (Music) : fake or interrupted cadence 1 
see False a. 2 b, 

x6si Cotgs. , Deceptif deceptiue, deceitful!, decerning, 
1656 in Blount Glossogr. c x 780 V, Knox Remarks Gram. 
Schools (R.\ It is to be feared, .that this mode of education 
..is ultimately deceptive. 1787 Hargrave Tracts , Case of 
Impositions (K.), The deceptive verbal criticism from words 
no longer understood. 1840 Carlyle Heroes (18581 295 
A mere shadow and deceptive nonentity. 3874 Morley 
Compromise iz8E6) 371 We see the same men, .kneeling, 
rising, bowing, with deceptive solemnity, 
f o. as so, Deceiving faculty, Obs. 

1652 Gaule Magas from. 268 By learning the deceptive, 
and proving the experience, of the magical Art. 

Deceptively (dteptivli), adv. [-ly 2J In 
a deceptive manner, so as to deceive. 

3825 Coleridge Aids Ref. (1848) I. 104. If he use the 
words, right and obligation, he does it deceptively. 3863 
Bates Nat. Amazon I L 58 Two smaller kinds, which are 
deceotively like the little Nemeobius Lucina. 

Bece*ptiveness. [-ness.] The quality of 
being deceptive. 

, 3837 Carlyle Fr. Rev. 11. v. vi. An Executive ‘pretend* 
mg , really with less and less deceptiveness now, ‘to be 
dead \ 3873 Burton Hist , Scot. Ml. Ixx. 001 A characteristic 
deceptiveness that must have comprehended self-deceit. 

Deceptivity idfsepti-vlti), [f. as Decefiive 
t-ity.j = Deceptive^ ess ; also concr. a thing of 
'deceptive character. 

3843 Carlyle Past d* Pr. (1858) 230 A Deceptivity, a Sham* 
thing, 

t Dece ptor. Obs. In 5 -our, [ad (through 
Fr.) L. deceptor-em deceiver, agent-n. from deci- 
pere to deceive. Cf. later F. diceptcur (Littrd).J 
A deceiver. 


1484 Caxton Msop iv. xi. (1889) 116 Ypocrytes and decep- 

tours of god and of the world. 

f Dece*ptory, a. Obs . [ad, L. dccepton-us 
deceitful, i. deceptor-em deceiver: see -oey. In 
obs, F. ddeeptoire.] Apt to deceive, 

C xaoq Lydg. Boehm 1. xi, 11554! «5 a * how deceptoryc 
Been all these worldly revolucions. 3727-30 in Bailey vol. 
II, nnd folio ; whence 3755 in Johnson. 

Bece*ptress» rare , [lem. of Deceptoii, an- 
swering in sense to L. deceptnx : see -ebs.] A 

female deceiver. 

x88o M. Crommelin Black Abbey II. viu. 139 1 he pretty 
deceptress woke refreshed. 

t Dece-pture. Obs. [f. L. decept- ppl. stem of 
decipere + -ure.] * Fraud, deceit’ (Halliwell). 
Dece-retewe, v. [f* He- II. i + Ckkkrh-um 
4 -IZE.J To deprive of the cerebrum ; to pith. 
Decern (diko'in), v. [a. F, deter m r (1328 in 
Godef.), ad." L. decs mere to decide, pronounce a 
decision, f. De- I. 2 + ternbe to separate, distin- 
guish, decide: see Cern v. In OF. dt\ erner was 
confused in form with descerner , disc erner ; the 
clear distinction between the two dates only from 
the 1 6th c. ; hence, in English also, decan is found 
with the sense Discern.] 

I. To decide, determine, decree, 

f 1 . trans. To decide, determine (a matter dis- 
puted or doubtful). Obs. a. with simple ohj. 

c 1425 Wyntoun Cron. viii. ii. no Be J>e Text; (uudecerne 
all Tha casts, xgss Ede« Decades 80 The ccntroueme shulde 
bee decerned by the byssbope of Rome, 

b. with inf. or object clause . 

1493 Caxton Vitas Pair. (W. de W. 1495) n. aaoa/i Holy 
faders . . decerned Be concluded that it jmolde be buma 
with theyr mayster. *50* Akholoe Ckron. (i 8 u) 162 Whan 
my noble prince , . had decerned to send me bis oratour to 
France. 3535. Stewart Lrm. Scot. I. 531 'This ilk lAmaid 
. . Decernit ties thairfoir riebt auddantlk To gif hat tell. 3547 
Homilies t. Charity 1. (1859) 69 He shall not be deceived, hut 
truly decern and judge, a 1619 Fotherhy A tkeem. i.y 
(1622) 33 To make them decerne, there should be no God* 
e. intr. 

3553 Kennedy Cvmpend, Tract, in IVodr, Sac. Misc . f 1844) 
105 ‘I'he Apostolk and Ekkris coiivenit to dkpute and de- 
cerne upotm the questiotm. 

2, trans . To decree by judicial sentence. Now 
a technical term of Scottish judicature ; the use of 
the word ‘ decerns * being necessary to constitute 
a Decree : see quot. 1774 in d* 
a. with simple ohj. 

ct 555 H areseiei.d Divorce Hen. Fill » *878^ sfla She •• 
was denounced .. cotmiumx, and a citation dererned fur her 
appearance. 3637 Gili.esi^e Eng. Fop, i'erem, m, viii. 1S1 
But oneljf pronounce' the sentence aeiortlirig to' that which 
he who aitteth judge in the Court, lath drereed and de*' 
cerned. a x8$® Rossetti Dante 4* C/nr. 1 11874' **8 .Since 
thou, Death, and thou only, ouitt dteem Wealth to my IU% 
or want, at thy free choice. 

fo. that something be done, 

3460 Ca eg rave Chron. 274 Die lore!*.* of thh prtma Par* 
lament Dipfl decerne ami deme, *1 hat the dukes schal 
lese . . her dignhe. 35*5 R. Sampson in Strype End, Menu 
1 , i, 17 A commksion to some men . . to decent ft hut] the 
same one exception arid process , . were of no stretieth. 

Hist. James FIUBoa) tn It wa*. decern It that . »lioe 
suuld he transportit to thejqrudice of Lochlevui, and llsatr 
decerntt to renmtne in captivity. 

c. a person, etc. to be or to do something, f To 
decern m : to mulct in by decree of court. 

35*6 .Sir. Acts Jos, Fft8*4» 306 1 Jam. Ikcernii to half in* 
currit the pitnis contenit in said act is. *559 IMurn, t Heurr, 
0833' 52 'I'he fort he of Aymouth decernit to be *m*w down, 
1568 Grafton Chnm. Rich. II an. ay If. 405 Wc , . by the 
power, name,. and authoritte to m ». committul, protn.unce, 
decerne D494 Fabvan dy«:erne] and declare, the wne king 
Richard to he .. unworthy to the rule and guvernaunc*. 
3640-3 Kirktudbr. War-iomm, Min. Bk. (if 5)41 Roger 
Gordoun^., for his conttmmcie in not coming to the Com. 
mit tie is 'decernit in xx merits monie of fyne, Ibid, 43 
Decerns Alexander Gcwdoun. .to content and : j'«y to George 
Glendonyng . . the soume of smj lih^xiijs, thjd, Lend. 
Gas. No. x68a / i The Lords. Commissioners of lu^tkiary, 
therefore Decerne and Adjudge the said Archibald .Earl of 
Argile to be .Execute to the Death. 1753 StmmrBs Trial 
283 They . .'decern and adjudge the sain James Stewart to 
be carried. back to the prison. *754 'Kmmim irtm. Sc. 
Law., 38091.438 If 1. bustard might be decanted axccutor m 
next 'of kin't-dhis mother, 

d. intr* 

3543 Paymes, Catiline xvil. tp h, 'Wfiart they iwffrt, they 
cerne : whan they hold theyr 'peace, they cry* atoude, 1.51.8 
A, King tr, CtmisinV Cateck . 5.3 Authortrie, in gouernmg, 
iudgiag, and decerning. ■ 1774 Interlocutor m A. 'M'lCay 
Hist* Kilmarnock (c&* 4) 363 T herefore lt!«.Lou;i Ordinary! 
suspends the letter* smplkfter, m id' decern*. ■ ' if *7 Mtmkw, 
JMag.l* 4$7"t The court lielow , , decerned in trims of the 
prayer of the ct^mplatht. *880 Chambers* Emyct, 

If the sum. decerned for' . , do not exceed, etc. ■ 

0 . trams/, 

tBm Tail's Mag, XVII. 106/t .One hm said, ’* It is not 
this 1 : ' another avers, * It is not that * : mm decen* it. im larnkj. 
too elaborate, . 

II, To disc'-m, 

f 3 , tram. To distinguish or separate by their 
clifferencei (things that differ, one thing from 
another). Oh. 

j*. 353s [m» DecEtmNol. '15416 fir, Gaeoimke ■ Dee/***, Art 
Joye m> k 'That behth was mmmllmm wbkbd«err.ed them 
that ifea.ll enioye the fruit*, of Clirisit* pgs«io«, aud them 
that shall not. a 357* Knox Hist Ref Wks, 3846 L «B8 We 
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must decerne the immaculat spous of Jesus Christ, frotne 
the Mother of confusioun. 1586 T. B. La Primaud. Fr. 
Acad. 1. 99 That rule, .whereby . .he decerneth and chooseth 
good from bad. 4*1649 Drumm. of Hawth. Disc. Impresa's 
Wks. (171X) 228 Things which cannot be decerned from 
others ; as fowls like to others. 

to. intr. To distinguish, discriminate between, 
a 2535 Sir T. More Whs. 528 (R.) To deserne betwene the 
true doctrine and the false. 1892 A. R. Watson Geo. Gil- 
fillan iii. 38 With little skill to decern between the good 
and the evil in literature. 

4 . To see distinctly (with the eyes or the mind) ; 
to distinguish (an object or fact) ; to discern. 

1539 W. Cunningham Cosmogr. Glasse 9 Then all that we 
ether by sight may decerne, or by arte conceive. 1593 Plan- 
chardine Pt. a. Ded., You may well decerne, that my will- 
ing minde dooth bewraie my good meaning, c 1610 Sir J. 
Mklvil Mem. (1735) 94 A Princess who could decern and 
reward good Service, Mede Apostasie Wks. (1672) 

54 The starres and lights therein should not easily be de- 
cerned. 1891 H. S. Constable Horses , Sport, § War 37 
Differences .that cannot be decerned by the eye. 

Hence Dece'rmag vbl. sb ., + Bece-rnment. 

#1535 SirT. More Wks. 528 (R.) The decerning of the 
true woord of God . . from the countrefut woorde of man. 
5351 Robinson tr. More's Utop . a. (Arb.t 125 marg,, The 
decerning of punishment putte to the discretion of the magis- 
trates. 158S A. Day Eng. Secretary 1. (1625) 142 Judge by 
your owne decernement, how much, a 1679 T. Goodwin 
Wks. III. 1. 488 (R.) A yet more refined elective discretion 
or decernment. 

Decernatole, var. of Discernable. 
t Dece’ment, a. Obs. [ad. L. decernent-em , 
pr. pple. of decernire to Decern.] Decerning ; 
= Decretory i. 

1677 Gale Crt. Gentiles II. iv. 341 The reasons of good 
and evil extrinsic to the Divine Essence are al dependent on 
the Divine Wil either decernent or legislative. 

Becerniture (d&o’initiu.i). Sc. Law . [f. De- 
cern v. (or its source) ; the formation is irregular, 
imitative of such pairs as invest , investiture. Cf. 
Cerniture.] The action of decerning ; a Decree 
of a (Scotch) court of justice. 

1632 Lithgow Trav. ix. 380 Being urged to it by Captaine 
Wau-ds decernitour, I freely performed his Direction. 1666 
in Brown Supplt. Morrison's Decisions (1826) I. 517 Suffi- 
cient to maintain his right of the stipend, and to infer decer- 
niture against the heritors. 1885 D. Beveridge Culross <$• 
Tulliallan I. iv. 130 We find two decernitures in favour of 
Bessie Bur. 2883 Ld. Selborne in Law Rep. 10 Appeal 500 
The first question . . is, whether the decernkure in terms of 
the declaratory conclusions of the summons is. .correct. 

f Becerp, v. Obs. Pa. pple. decerped, de- 
cerpt. [ad. L. decerp-ere to pluck off, crop, cull, 
f, De- I. 2 + carpire to pluck, etc. With the pa. 
pple. decerpt, cf. L. decerpt-us. (Cf. Discerp : the 
two were often confused.)] 
irons . To pluck off or out ; to extract, excerpt. 

1331 Elyot Gov. 111. xxiv, Tull! saieth . . Mannes soule, 
beinge decerpt or taken of the portion of diuinitie called 
Mens, may be compared with none other thinge . . but with 
god hym selfe. 1 366 Painter Pal. Pleas. Ded. I. 2 Out of 
whom I decerped and chose {raptim) sondry proper and com- 
mendable Histories. 1637 Tomlinson Renotts Disp. 255 
Plums, decerped from . . different trees. 2678 Cudworth 
Intell. Syst. 373 That God was a Mind passing through 
the whole Nature of things, from whom our Souls were, as 
it were, decerped or cut out. 

®[f for Disoekp, to pull to pieces, divide. 

1332 Elyot Gov . 1. ix, Howe this most noble Isle of the 
worlde was decerpt and rent in pieces. 

+ Bece*rpt, v. Obs ; [f. L. decerpt -, ppl. stem 

of decerpere : see prec. Cf. Excerpt.] — prec. 

i*x6x2 Donne Ria0at"»T<re (1644) 83 The rags of Fathers 
decerpted and decocted by Gratian, and the glosses of these. 
1632 Raleigh’s Ghost 355 The soule of the world, from which 
..they, .taught, .that, .the Soules of men, were decerpted. 

t Dece*rptible, a. Obs. rare.- 0 [f. L. ppl. 
stem decerpt- (see prec.) +-IBLE : cf. contemptible .] 
‘That may be cropped off* (Bailey, vol. II, 1727). 
t Bece*rptiou. Obs. rare. [n. of action f. L. 
decerpere , decerpt - : see Decerpt and -ION.] 1 A 
cropping off, or pulling away’ (Phillips 1657); 
that which is plucked off. 

1662 Glanvill Lux Orient, iii. (1682) 2s If our souls are 
but particles and decerptions of our parents. 

t Becerta*tion. Obs. [ad. L. decertation-em , 
n. of action f. deceridr# to fight it out, contend, f. 
De- I. 3 4 cerldre to contend.] Contention, strife, 
contest ; dispute. 

1635 Heywood Hierarch, vi. 334 Great hath the Decerta- 
tion Bin mongst the Learned men, 'bout the Creation of 
blessed angels. 1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. rv. xii. 2 13 A 
decertation betweene the disease and nature. 2662 Arnway 
Tablet 2x3 (L.) The day of decertation, * pro aris et focis ’• 

Deces, deeese, deeess(e, obs, ff. Decease. 
Becess (dfse's). rare. [ad. L. decessus going 
down, decrease, f. decedire to go down, depart, 
etc. ; cf. Decease.] Decrease, diminution. 

2854}. Syd. Dobell Balder iii. 17 Whatever . . from below 
Receives nor of accession or decess. Ibid, xxiv, 167. 

Decession (dfse-Jhn), Now rare. [ad. L. de- 
cession- ern, n, of action from decider#. (set prec.). 
(Cf. OF. dicession 15th c.‘>] Departure, with- 
drawal; secession; deviation from a given stan- 
dard, f coming down* ; decrease, diminution (opp. 
to accession). 

1606 Warner Alb. Eng. xv. xcvii. (2612V 387 The Brittish 


Church in primatiue Profession Proceeded, till did Slaughter 
make therein a forst Decession. 2621 Speed Hist. Gt. Brit. 
ix. xvi. § 36 By rebellious decessions, and absentments of him- 
selfe. 2623 T. Scot Highiv. God 39 Succession of Persons 
without succession of Doctrine is a decession, a defection. 
2633 W. Scott Ess. Drapery 7 iT.) By the accession and 
decession of the matter. 1653 Fuller Ch. Hist , iii. vi. § 48 
By this . . decesion of the Jews. 1822 Southey Lett. (1856) 
III. 336 In the event of Gifford’s decession, or decease, a 
new ‘Quarterly Review ’ has been talked of. 

Hence Secessionist, an advocate of secession. 
1866 Morn. Star 20 Aug. 6/3 The Democrats, and .. the 
decession ists. 

t Bece’ssor. Obs. [a. L. decessor one who 
retires, a retiring officer, in late L. (Augustine, etc.) 
‘predecessor’, agent-n. from decedere to depart, re- 
tire.] = Predecessor. 

1647 Jer. Taylor Lib. Proph. v ii. 228 The Popes may 
deny Christ as well as their Cheife and Decessor Peter. 
1651-3 — Serm. for year 1. iv. 42 David . . humbled himself 
for the sins of his Ancestors and Decessors. 

Deceue, -eyue, Deeeyt;e, obs. ff. Deceive, 
Deceit. 

Deeeuer, Decez, obs. ff. Dissever, Decease. 
f Beclia rm, v. Obs. [a. F. dichar mer, in 
Cotgr. deschamur 1 to vncharme, vnspell \ i. di~, 
des-, L. dis- ( see De- I. 6) + charmer to charm.] 
trans. To undo the effect of (a charm or spell) ; 
to disenchant. 

16.. Harvey (J.), Pie was., cured by decharming the 
witchcraft. 

T Beckay*, v. Obs , [ad. OF. decha-eir, de- 
chair ; see Decay.] By-form of Decay v. 

xe^gCompl. Scot. i. (:873>2i Al dominions altris, dechaeis, 
ande cummis to subtiersione. 

T Becke, V. Obs. [OE. dican ; app. not known 
in the other Teut. langs.] To daub ; to smear, 
to lute. 

a 1000 jElfric Horn. (Thorpe) II. 260 Hi bewundon his 
lie mid linenre scytan Reduced mid wyrtum. c 1000 Sax. 
Leechd. 1 . 150 Dec Jwnne anne claS \>scr of, lege to dam sare. 
Ibid. I. 182 lxxviii, Cnuca mid rysle, and xedec anne cla<S 
bermid [cf. lxxix, Smyre }x>nne anne clad }>aermid, leje to 
psere miltan]. c 1420 Pallad. on Hush. t. .2x24 Al thees 
comixt wol deche Every defaute, and all the woundes leche. 
Ibid. ix. 285 Oil-tempred lyme this joyntes shal scyment, 
Thenne ysels myxt with litel water renne Thorough, deching 
alle this holsom instrument. 

t Bechee rful, a. Obs. ?ionce-wd. [See De- 
II. 3.] Void of cheerfulness, melancholy. 

1607 Middleton Five Gallants iv. vii, O decheerful ’pren- 
tice, uncomfortable servant. 

Deehemicalize, -ation, dechoralize, deci- 
eeronize : see De- II. i. 

Deckenite (de'xenoit, de*k-). Min. [Named 
after the geologist von Dechen : see -ite.] A 
vanadate of lead and zinc, occurring in red or 
reddish-yellow masses. 

2852 Amer. Jml. Sc.^ Ser. 11. XII. 208 Dechenite comes 
from . . Bavaria. 2884 in Dana Min. 604. 

Be-ckri’stiaaxize, v. [De- II. i (OF. had 
deskrestianer).] trans. To deprive or divest of its 
Christian character ; to make no longer Christian. 

2834 Fraser's Mag. X.iyThe Jew-bill has de-Christianised 
one branch of our legislature already. 2884 Dean Burgon 
in Pall Mall G. xz Dec. 1/2 To de-Christianize the place — 
to disestablish Religion in Oxford — was the great object of 
those individuals. 

Plence De-oliri- stianized ppl. a., -izimgr vbl. sb., 
De-cliristianization. 

2869 D. P. Chase in Standard 27 Oct., The De-Christian- 
ising of the Colleges of Oxford. 2882 Church Q. Rev. July 
434 A dechristiamzed nation. . 2882 W. S. Lilly in Spectator 
25 Mar. 391 The dechristianisation and the demoralisation 
of that country [ France] are proceeding pari passu. 

Beci- (desi), shortened from L. decimus tenth, 

1 . In the French metric system, the initial element 
in names of measures and weights which are one 
tenth of the standard unit. (Cf. Deca-.) Thus 
Declare, Decigramme, -gram, Decilitre, Deci- 
metre, D 4 cistere, the tenth part of the are f 
gramme , litre , mitre, and stire respectively. (The 
accents are generally omitted in Eng.) 

2802 Dupr£, Neol. Fr. Diet . s. v., In dry measure, the., 
ddcilitre is equal to one eighth of the Iitron. 2809 Naval 
Chron. XXII, 363 It was about three decimetres in length. 
1820 Ibid. XXIV. 301 Deciar = 2-63 square toises. Ibid., 
Decimeter , . decilittre . . decistere . . decigram. ^ 1871 C. 
Davies M etr. Syst. 1. 14, 1 decilitre =6- 202338 cubic inches. 
2883 Daily News 12 July 3/7 Cartridges of one decimetre in 
length each, 1890 Ibid. 14 Nov. 6/2 A decigram of liquid is 
used for each injection. 

2 . Rarely in technical terms, as f doci- duodeci- 
mal a., (a crystal) having the form of a ten-sided 
prism with twelve additional planes at the ends 
(six at each end). 

1805-27 R. Jameson Char. Min. (ed. 3) 206 Sex-decimal , 
when the planes that belong to the prism v and those which 
belong to the two summits, are the one six, and the other 
ten in number or vice versa . . In the same manner, we say, 
octo-decimal . . octo-duodecimal, and deci-duodecimal. 

Beddable (d&srdaVl), a. [See -able.] 

1 . Capable of being decided. 

2594 Carew Huarte’s Exam. Wits v. (2596) 52 What the 
vse . . of them may be., is not easily decideable. 1638 
Chillingw. Relig. Prot. 1. ii. § 256. 223 Controversies . . 
about Faith, are either not at all decidable .. or they may 


be determined by Scripture. 2708 J. Chamberlayne St. 
Gt. Brit. ii. 11. vi. (1743) 396 All cases of trade .. are there 
decidable. 1832 Carlyle Sterling in. i. (1871) 169 The thing 
not being decidable by that kind of weapon. 

To be decided, open to decision. Obs. 

1611 Speed Hist.Gt. Brit. ix. xv. (16321 788 It was a ques- 
tion decideable, whether of the kingdoms was first to be dealt 
with. 

Decide (dzsai-d), v . 1 Forms; 4-7 desoide, 

5 deside, 5-6 decyde, 6 dissyde, disced©, 7 
diseide, 6- decide, [a. F. didder (1403 in 
Hatzf.), ad. L. decider# to cut off, cut the knot, 
decide, determine, f. De- 1 . 2 + -axdere to cut. In 
OF. also des- cider, in Eng. des-, dis - : cf. De- I. 6.] 

1 . trans . To determine (a question, controversy, 
or cause) by giving the victory to one side or the 
other ; to bring to a settlement, settle, resolve (a 
matter in dispute, doubt, or suspense). 

c 2380 Wyclif Sel. Wks. III. 429 Bifore J?is cause were 
descided bytwene wyse men. 1484 Caxton Fables of A l/once 
(2889) 4 The cause came before the kyng to be decyded 
and pletyd. 2359 W. Cunningham Cosmogr. Glasse 43 There 
is great controversie touching the Earth es fourme : which 
must be descided . . or we can safely precede further. 2594 
Hooker Eccl. Pol. 1 v. x. (1621) 246 Till it be . . decided who 
have stood for truth. 2597 Shaks. 2 Hen. IV, iv. i. 182 Either 
end in peace . . Or to the place of difference call the Swords 
Which must decide it. 1667 Milton P. L. vi. 303 Fit to 
decide the Empire of great Heav'n. a 1677 Barrow Wks. 
(1830) I. 363 Advocates plead causes, arid judges decide 
them. _ i860 Tyndall Glac. 1. xxiv. 170 The proper persons 
to decide the question. Mod. This day will decide his fate, 

2 . To bring to a decision or resolve. 

1710 Steele TatlerTSo, 141 f 2 Have agreed to be de- 
cided by your Judgment. 1836 Southey Lett. (2856) IV. 463 
This ‘ lasso ’ came in good time to decide me in a matter 
upon which I was hesitating. 

3 . absol. or intr. To settle a question in dispute; 
to pronounce a final judgement. Const, between 
in favour of against ; also with clause (or its? 
equivalent). 

2732 Pope Ep. Bathurst x Who shall decide, when Doctors 
disagree ? 2749 Smollett R egicide 11. ii, Let heaven decide 
Between me and my foes. 2794 Sullivan Liew Nat. II. 263 
To judge and to decide on the authority of historical monu- 
ments. 1844 Marryat Privateersman xvii. 124 You shall 
be the arbrtress of her fate, arid what you decide shall be 
irrevocable. 2832 T. D. Hardy Mem. Ld. Langdale 10 His 
father.. had decided that he should be brought up to the 
medical profession. 2863 Geo. Eliot Romola 11. xxii, Mo- 
ments when our passions speak and decide for us. 

4 . intr. To come to a conclusion, make up one’s 
mind; determine, resolve. Const, inf., on, upon, 
against . 

1830 DTsraf.li Chas. I, III. i. 8 An English monarch now- 
decided to reign without a Parliament. 2887 C. J. Abbey 
Eng. Ch. fy its Bps. II. 54 Butler soon after this decided 
against N onconform ity. Mod. Have you decided on going f 
I have fully decided upon this course. 
f 5 . trans. To cut off, separate. Obs. rare. 

2379 ia. Fuller Holy 4 Prof. St. 11. xtx, 122 Again, our 
seat denies us traffick here, The sea too near decides us 
from the rest. 

f Deci-de, v . 2 Obs. rare. [ad. L. decid-ere to 
fall down or off, f. De- I. 1 4- cadere to fall.] intr. 
To fall off. 

1657 Tomlinson Renou’s Disp. 265 [The flowers of Helle- 
bore! in whose middle when they are ready to decide, grow 
short husks. 

Decided (d&ai’ded), ppl. a. [f. Decide vj] 

1 . Settled, certain ; definite; unquestionable. 

2790 Impartial Hist, War in Amer. 329 Such various 

accounts have been given, .that it is difficult to form any 
decided opinion. 2838 Dickens Lett. (1880) II. 61 It was 
a most decided and complete success. 1879 Rood Chromatics 
xviii. 315 Decided greens are not admitted except in small 
touches. 

2 . Resolute, determined, unhesitating. 

2790 Paley Horse Paul., Rom, ii. 27 They had taken a 
decided part in the great controversy. 1828 Scott F\ M. 
Perth vii, Henry Smith spoke out boldly, and in a decided 
voice. 1840 Alison Hist. Europe VIII. xlix. § 13. 14 He 
found them vacillating, he left them decided. 

Becidedly (d&ardedli), adv . [-ly 2 .] 

1 . Definitely, in such a manner as to preclude 
question or doubt. 

1790 Han. More Relig. Fash. World (ed. 3) 46The balance 
perhaps will not turn out so decidedly in favour of the times. 
1841 W. Spalding Italy % It. Isl. I. 33 All the rustic dresses 
are not graceful, and . . some are decidedly ugly, i860 
Tyndall Glac. ir. xxvii. 382 The lateral portions [of a 
glacier] are very decidedly laminated. 

2 . In a determined manner, with decision, un- 
hesitatingly. 

1802 Mar. Edgeworth Moral T, (1826V I. xiv. 117 He 
decidedly answered, No. 2884 Sir J. Stephen in Law 
Reports 12 Q. Bench Div. 281 If the House had resolved 
ever so decidedly that [etc.]. 

Becrdedness. [-ness.] The quality of being 
decided ; see the adj. 

1804 W. Taylor in Ann, Rev. II. 359 That decidednesa 
of practical counsel which always accompanies clearness o£ 
intellect. _ 1827 J. Airman Hist. Scot. IV. vii. 21 Decided- 
ness of principle. 

t Decrdement. Obs. rare, [f. Decide vJ 4- 
-ment : cf. judgement , ] == Decision. 

a 1625 Fletcher Love’s Pilgr. n. i, Descidements able To 
speak ye noble gentlemen. 


DECIDEBCE* 

1* Bedideace (de'sidens). Obs. [f. as Decident: 
see -ence. Cf, Decadence.] 1. Falling off. 

1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. hi. ix. 127 The decidence 
of their [deer’s] homes. 

2. Falling off in strength, vigour, etc. ; decline. 
1684 tr. Bond's Merc . Commit, vi. 165 If the bloud, con- 
stituted in this state of decidence, decay so far as [etc.]. 
Ibid, xviii. 611 When Children are in a neutral state of 
decidence. 

t De'cidency. Obs. rare. [f. as prec. : see 
-ency.] Polling, failing, subsidence. 

1651 Biggs New Disf. F 238 Flowes not, till the ebb or 
decidency. 

f De'Cldent, Obs. [ad. L. decident-em , pr. 
pple. of decidere to fall down or off, f. De- I. 
1 , 2 -headers to fall ; cf. Decadent.] Falling. 

1674 Durant in Phil. Trans. XLIV. 223 Decident lapi- 
descent Waters, 

Decider (dzsrifrtai). [f. Decide v. + -er L] 
One who or that which decides (a controversy, 
question, etc.). 

1592 Wyrley Armorie 23 The Scriptures of God, the 
deader of all controuersies. 1764 Foote Patron 1. Wks. 
2799 I. 329 The paragon of poets, decider on merit, chief 
justice of taste. 1862 Wilberforce Let. in Life III. 106 
The. .danger of having, .the Irish Bishops made the actual 
deciders of our doctrine. 

b. spec, in Racing. A final race or heat which 
decides the contest ; esp. an extra one run for that 
purpose, e.g. after a dead heat. 

1883 Standard 18 June 2/4 He. .disposed of Egerie in the 
decider. 1887 Daily News 8 June 6/5 This pair ran a dead 
heat last year, .and in the deader Button Park proved, .the 
better.:' 

Deciding (dfssrdirj), z >51 sb. [-ing L] The 
action of the verb Decide ; decision. 

1576 in W. H. Turner Select. Rec. Oxford 382 For the 
decyding of the same matter. 2690 Locke Hum. Und. 11. 
xiii. § 20 In deciding of Questions in Philosophy. 

Deci’dmg, ppL a. [-ING 2 .J That decides; 
decisive. 

• 1658-9 Burton's Diary (1828) IV. 68 This is a very great 
question, and a deciding question. 1856 R. A. Vaughan 
Mystics (i860) II. vm, vii, 74 The deciding epoch of his 
[Rehmen’s] life. 

Hence BecLdingly adv., decisively, by way of 
decision. 

1646 Sir T, Browne Pseud . Ep. viuxiii, 366 Herodotus,, 
hath cleared this point, .and so decidingly concludeth. 

!! Decidua idfsrdi«ia). [mod. or med.L. for 
membranes decidua deciduous membrane : see De- 
ciduous.] 

1. Phys. A name given by Dr. W. Hunter to 
the membrane formed, in the impregnated uterus 
of certain orders of Mammalia, by alteration of the 
upper layer of its lining mucous membrane; it 
forms the external envelope of the ovum, and is 
cast off at parturition (whence the name). 

2785 A nat. Dialogues (ed. 2) 356 There is the false or spongy 
chorion, which Dr. [W.] Hunter has found to consist of two | 
distinct layers ; that which lines the uterus he styles mem- -j 
hrana caduca or decidua, because it is cast off after delivery. | 
. .The decidua and decidua reflexa, differ in appearance from j 
the true chorion. 2794 J. Hunter Wks. 2837 IV. 57 The | 
enlargement of the uterus, the newly formed vascular mem- j 
brane, or decidua, lining the cavity, .sufficiently prove con- : 
ceptioa to have taken place. 2841 E. Rigby Syst. Mid - '■ 
wifery 1. nj, 27 To Dr. W. Hunter are we indebted for the ' ; 
first correct description of the decidua. j 

at t rib. 1875 tr. Ziemssen's Cycl. Med. X. 335 The so called j 
decidua cells. j 

2 . Path. The lining membrane of the unim- j 

pregnated uterus discharged in some cases of dys- j 
menorrhsea. : 

' . 1864 F. Churchill Dis. Women n. iv. (e<L 5) 212: Ovarian. ' | 
congestion, calling forth a sympathetic growth of the uterine j 
glands, forming a false, decidua-' ■ 1869 New Syd. Soc. Biau \ 
nial R etr aspect 378 The idea that it is a simple menstrual 1 
decidua. ■! 

Decidual (d£srdfr/al), a. Phys. [f. Decidu-a ' 
T -al.] Of or pertaining to the decidua. ' j 

■ 1837 Owen Note in J. Hunter’s Wks. IV. 69 The continua- . j 
tion of .the uterine veins into decidual canals. 1859 Fodd . : 
Cyd. Anal. V. 653 These two decidual .coats,. .. 1889 W. S. ; 
Playfair Treat. Midwifery I. ir. ix. 264 The decidual cells 
are greatly increased in size. 

Decrauary, a. rare. [f. as Decidu-ouq + 
-aex ; not on L. analogies.] Deciduous. 

. 2871 Darwin Desc. Man II. xiii. 80 The shedding . of .the , 
deciduary margins may be. compared with the shedding by ■ '! 
very young birds of their down. 

II Decidnata (dilsi-'dia^-ta), sb.pl. Zool. [mod. ; 
L. adj. pi, neut. (sc. anhndlia) of' deciduat-us : ' ' see 1 
next] A term -.comprising a& : placental Mammalia, 
which possess a decidua or deciduate placenta; with 
some systematists the Deciduata and Non-deciduata 
are major divisions of monad elphous mammals. 

2879 tr. Haeckel's Evol. -Mem II. xix. i6r All Placental ■ - 
Animals which possess this deciduous membrane are classed 
.'together as Deciduata. ■ " ■ 

Deciduate (d&rdi«,&), a. ZooL [ad. med.L. 
deciduat-m, f. Decidua : see -ate 2 2,] a. Pos- 
sessing a decidua ; belonging to the Deciduata. j 
to. Of the nature , of a decidua : said of a placenta ! 
which is cast off at parturition. | 

2868 Owen A nat. Vert. III. xxxviii. 724 The deciduate "j 
type of lining substance. 1875 tr. Schmid fs Desc. $ Darw. j 


94 

[ 273 As non-deeiduate mammals, the Cetacea are held to be 
; more closely allied to the Ungulata than to the Carnivora 
; which are deciduate. 1881 Mivart Cat 474 1 he placenta 
, is deciduate. 

Deeiduity (desidizriti). rare. [f. L* type 
*deciduitas, f. decidu-us : see -ix Y.] Deciduous- 
ness. 

2846 Worcester cites Keith. 

Deciduous (dzsrdiwjss), a. [f. L. deadu-us 
falling down, falling off (f. decidere: see Deci- 
dent) + -ous. Cf. mod.F. ddciditi\ 
f 1 . Falling down or off. Obs. 

1656 B- More Enthus. Tri. (1712') 32 The Lightnings 
without Thunder are as it were the deciduous flowers 01 tiie 
yEstival Stars. 

f b. Sinking, declining. Obs. rare. 

1791 E. Darwin Bot. Gant. 1. 16 Yon round deciduous day, 
Tressed with soft beams. 

2 . Bot. and Zool. Of parts of plants or animals 
(as leaves, petals, teeth, horns, etc.) : Falling off 
or shed at a particular time, season, or stage of 
growth. Opposed to persistent or permanent. 

2688 R. Holme Armoury u. 115/t Deciduous leaf. 2690 
Boyle Chr. Virtuoso 11. 11. §i, Which some anatomists there- 
fore call deciduous parts, such as the placenta utenna, 
and the different membranes that involve the ffeetus. 1704 
}. Harris Lex. Techn ., Deciduous, is that which is apt or 
ready to fall,. Thus the Botanists say, in some Plants the 
Parian thium or Calyx is deciduous with the Flower, i.e. 
falls from off the Plant with it. 1766 Pennant Zool. I. p. xxu, 
Upright branched horns, annually deciduous. 2784 Cowfer 
Task in. 468 Ere the beech and elm have cast their leaf 
Deciduous. 1872 Huxley Phys. xii. 290 The first set of 
teeth, called deciduous or milk teeth. 1875 Darwin insectiv. 
PI. xv. 353 The deciduous, .scales of the leaf buds. 

b. Bot. Of a tree or shrub : That sheds its leaves 
every year ; opposed to evergreen. 

1778 Bp. Lowth TransL Isaiah Notes ( ed . 12) 144 The oak 
[ana] the terebinth . . being deciduous ; where the Prophet’s 
design seems to me to require an evergreen. 2826 Kirby & 
Sp, Entomol. (1843)1. 276 The insects injurious to deciduous 
trees mostly leave the fir and pine tribes untouched. 1875 
Lyell Trine. Gcol. I. n. xix. 459 The deciduous cypress. 

c. Zool. Of insects; That shed their wings after 
copulation, as the females of ants and termites. 

d. Phys. = Decidual. 

1829 Bell Anal. Hum, Body (ed. 7} ILL 445 That the 
ovum, .upon its descent gets entangled behind the deciduous 
membrane. 2868 Owen A nat. Vert. III. xxxviii, 725 note, 
The' normal canal of the uterus is obliterated by the accu- 
mulated deciduous substance. 

3 . Jig. Fleeting, transitory; perishing or disap- 
pearing after having served its purpose. 

28x1 W. R. Spencer Poems Ded., E’en Fancy's rose de- 
ciduous dies, 1841-4 Emerson Ess., Love Wks. (Bohn) I. 
79 They discover that all which at first drew them together 
..was deciduous. 2870 Lowell Among my Bks. Ser, 1. 
(1873) *77 There is much that is deciduous in books. 

Hence Deci'dnously, Deci'dnonsnass. 

1868 Owen A nat. Vert. Ill, xxxviii, 725 The deciduously 
developed lining substance of the womb. *7*7 Bailey vof. 
II, Deciduousness , aptness to fall, 2872 Earle Philo L viii. 
395 This early deciduousness of our reflex pronoun. ■ 

Decigram, -gramme : see Disci-. 

Bexii, decile, Astrol. [Corresponds to F. 
dfcile (also dextil , Littre), prob. med.L. *dedli$> 
app. f. decern ten, after qumtilis, sex tills , . The 
aspect of two planets when distant/ from each 
other a tenth part of the ' zodiac, or. 36 degrees. 

■ 2674 S. Jeake A rith. Sum. 1, (1696) n Aspects, .Semi- 
quintil or Decil. 2686 Goad Celest. Bodies 1. xi. 39 The 
Quintik'.' .the Biquintile, .the Vigintile, and Quindecile, and 
Decile, etc.,.. We hope.. we shall never be forced to own 
such Driblets of Aspects. 

Decilitre : see Dscr-. 

DeciLLion (dfsrlyan). [f. Dkci-, I,, decern ten, 
on the analo : gy of million ; cf,. billion, J ■ ■ The tenth 
power of a million ; a number which would be de- 
noted ■ by 1 . foil owed • by 60 ciphers. . : Hence ' Deoil* 
lioaxtfc. a. and sb . ; Deci llionist (mnce-md.) t one 
who deals' in infinitesimal doses (of 'homoeopathic 
drugs), such as the decillionth of a grain. 

a 1845 Hood To H aknenmnn xii, Leave 'no decillionth 
fragment of your works. ^ 1880 Bkalb Slight Aitm , 91 
Popular prescribers of decUUon ths of grains. *§&$, A tkenmtm \ 
.xx. Mar. 345 If the boma»oj>athkts shonld' finally'' carry the 
day, 'would a generation ordeciUiorusts have a right' to call 
Jenner and Holland quacks? 

i Dexim. Obs. [ad, L. decima s see next,] A 
.tenth'' part, ; tithe* 

2638 Sir R. Cotton Abstr. Rec. Tower x 17 It' war *o. .in 
the best govern’d. State [Rome!, which ht out their portions 
and Decims to the Publicans. 

■ ; IE Decima (dcsima). . [L-, for decima pars, tenth, 
part, tithe, as a tax, offering, or largess,] '. 

1 . A tenth part ; a tax of one-tenth, a tithe. 
c 1630 in Rushw, Hist. Coll. (1630) I. App. 24 Subsidies, 
Fifteens* ■ and ' such, like, .are fit to be released, .in recom* 
pence of the. said Decima^ which will yield your' -Maiesty 
more, 1812 Wellington m Gurw. VIII. 299* Giving' . 
up the ' new decima In order to obtain means of transport*, 

' 2 . "Mm* a. The ' interval of a tenth, . '(Common 
in med.L. but rare in Eng.) to. An organ-stop 
sounding a tenth above the normal or 8-feet pitch ; 
called also a double-tierce, rare. 

1819 ra Rees' 'XI. 


DECIMAL. 

Decimal (de*simal), a. and sb. [ad. med.L. 
decimal-is of or pertaining to tenths or tithes, f. L. 
decima tenth, tithe ; whence sense 2, and F. deci- 
mal in sense "relating to tithes^ (13th c. in 
Godef.) ; in mod. use, treated as derivative of L. 
decimus tenth, or decern ten, in which sense the F. 
word was admitted by the Academy only in 1762.] 
1 . Relating to tenth parts, or to the number ten ; 
proceeding by tens. 

Decimal arithmetic : the common arithmetic in which 
the Arabic or decimal notation is used ; in a restricted sense 
the arithmetic of decimals or decimal fractions (see b}. 
Decimal numeration , the numerical system generally pre- 
valent in all ages, of which 10 forms the basis ; i.e, in which 
the units have distinct names up to 10, and the higher num- 
bers are expressed by multiples or powers of 10 with the 
units added as required. Decimal coinage or currency, 
a. monetary . system in which each successive division or 
denomination is ten times the value, of that next, below it ; 
so decimal system of weights and measures, one in which 
the successive denominations rise by tens, as in the French 
metric system, 

1608 R. Norton it. Strain (title) Dhmex The Art of 
Tenths, or Decimall Arithmetic , teaching how to per- 
forate all computations whatsoever, by whole numbers with- 
out fractions, by the foure principles of common Arithxncticke 
..Invented [1585] Try the excellent Mathematician Simon 
Stevinu x 6 xg H. Lyte Art of Tens or Decimall A rith - 
meticke 24 Here fofloweth two Tables of Decimal! accounts 
for money, 2639 T, Pecks Parnassi Pmrp. 154 Some 
Magistrates, void Cyphers we may -call ; Vadltmt, but to 
make others Decimal. *684 Loud. Gm. Na *985/4 Cockers 
Decimal Arithmetick : Shewing the nature and use of 
Decimal Fractions. 278a Gouv. Morris in. Sparks Life if 
Writ. (1832) 1 . 273 It is very desirable that, money should 
be increased in decimal ratio. 2841 Eli’iisnstonk Hist, Hid , 
I.245 The Hindfis are distinguished ]n arithmetic by the 
acknowledged invention of the decimal notation. 1864 
Colenso Arithmetic (18741 145 * Decimal Coinage A 
Decimal Coinage , s haa teen recommend ed for adoption by 
a Committee of the House of Commons. 

to. Decimal fraction (f member) ; a fraction 
whose denominator is some power of ten (10, 1.00, 
1000, etc.) ; spec, a fraction expressed (by an ex- 
tension of the ordinary Arabic notation) by figures 
written to the right of the units figure alter a dot 
or point (the decimal point) , and. denoting respec- 
tively so many tenths, hundredths, thousandths, 
etc. The number of decimal places (f fails) is 
the number of figures after the decimal point 
j Decimal thirds : * the parts expre»ed by a decimal 
fraction to 3 places, i.e, thoimndth* ; fourths, etc* 
(For a historical sketch of the notation of decimal fractions, 
the introduction of the decimal point, etc*, see W, W, ft 
Ball, Short Hist, Mathew. < x888 > 176,) 

2626 E. Wright tr, Napkr's Logarithms 19 logarithms. . 
to fall upon decimal number*, .which are mde to "be added 
or abated to or from any other number, x&fa Witutroitn 
Scales Comm . 6 o t which decimal fraction » u, to$d. 
Ibid. 69, 1.060000. .is a mix£ decimal fraction, ibid . 70 To 
finde Decimal Nurn'bers for any parts of » year* ts monetlw, 
weeks. . 2674 JsAKf A rith, 1*696) «sa So o^awtas divided 
by 0,1*5, s«»l‘ make the Quotient Decimal Third*. 1704 
j. Harris Lex. Techn. s.v» Decimal, There must be just as 
many Decimal Parts cut off by the Separating Point, from 
the Product, as there are Decimals in both Factor*. *706 
W. Jones IntmL Math. 103 A Figure 'in the «t, 5c!, gd, 
etc. Decimal Place, is to, too, 1000, etc. times^ lew than if 
it were an Integer. 2840 I.*aromki Cttpm , 6* The number 
expressing the ciraimference of the' circle has been deter- 
mined' to 240 decimal places, *873]. 'Wmm.w SurrnArith, 
(ed, 6) ^9 Placing a decimal point at the end of the Dividend, 
and affixing as many mm m we please. Ibid, 83 A Vulgar 
"Fraction may be converted into a Decimal 'Fraction. 

0. Of or relating to a decimal coinage, a decimal 
system of weights and measures, etc. 

xi sp'Sat. Em, VIII. 13/a The decimal project. IMd, f 
During the progress of the decimal agitation. 

1 2 . Relating to tithes. Obs, 

2642 i SummtmMVm 1 Find. A mm, | to, to6 Cart mm 
Bishop, .discharge all feusine^i's to leAtiiiwtuiiiry 

and dedmaJl cau.es and 1653 Miurn l nestings 

Wks. (I'Ssti 377, I see theni still ■» loth to ^unlearnt l heir ’ 
decimal Atitfnnetic, and aiiU grm*p tlur Tithr*». a 
Hevwn Hist. Presbyterians i'1670) 469 > IL) The jurWIktion 
■of Fcdesinstimd Courts, in «uh*% lauanmivaiy, decimal, 
and .matrimonial, 

B. sb. f 1 . A tenth part, Obs. 

264* WimimMath. Magiek 1, wil 1 *648? $g As a ded*!!, 
or one tenih, atjfiigf Hc»ki Mkrogr, Cj'b, And the inches 
* . I subdivide into Ded, unis, .*#69 Stihw.y MarimPs Blag, 
rr. it], %s 6 If you keep your Account by Arithmcthk, by 
Decimals or *0 Parts, 

2 * A decimal fraction (see 1 h ) ; in pi often * 
the arithmetic of decimal fractions, * dednml arith- 
metic * (see 1 ) ; cf. Comm . 

Recurring decimall one in which the exact equivalent 10 
a coinnum fraction on be expressed only by tins continual 
repetiiton of one or more denwial fiyttren ; oiled repeating 
when one figure recurs as *1*1 etc,, written *i and dr* 
mimting when two m wore recur ns * 1 4 C * |), 

*65* R, fmm ditle% ArtUkioI Arithmetick m Dtdmak. 
.*669 Wiwsvmo ' Semes . Comm, 83,' I find the derimaL. 
j97ia8A Ibid, 87 'According to the nilti' of .|lalti|.»Sictt:kii' 
in Decisoab, 'tyab W, Jowtt*' ./hired. Math, 107 Wliisn a 
Dedmal.Js to be multiplied by m link will* Cyphers, 
xltes Sy», Smith Mem, Mar, Philm , * 1850) 180 Ti» dee mat 
of ^ farthing, .*8x6 j. Smith Se. 4 Art U, 41 

The fembft m fte wtiwl ©a a iquare foot, woukl have been if 
pounds and a decimal *858 La«iinii» ttandtk. Nat. /w, 
»3 A portion, .expressed by the decimal o-ojAAg. 

to, fig, A * Iractiors ; a (small) portion or part* 
*1% MiAmmmn Lmma D.CxKfjafis Ileholdtug fowtest 
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decimal of promise. iZgz W. W. Peyton Memorab. Jesus 
1. 1 Fractions of doubts and decimals of guesses. 

Hence Decimalism, a decimal system or theory. 
De’cimalist, an advocate of a decimal system (of 
coinage, or weights and measures). Be'cimaliza- 
tion, the process of decimalizing. De’cimalize 
render decimal, reduce to a decimal system, 
divide into tenths ( trans . and absol.). 

1864 Webster. Decimalism. 1859 Sat. Rev. VIII. 13/2 
The ranks of the decimalists. 1887 Ibid. 11 June 831/1 
The decimalists. .pester the general community with mils 
. .and dimes and half dimes. 1855 R. Slater (title), Inquiry 
into the Principles involved in the Decimalisation of the 
Weights, Measures, etc., of the XJ.K. 1887 Longm. Mag. 
Sept. 517 The subject of our coinage and its decimalisa- 
tion. 1856 Leisure Hour V. 231/2 If we begin with the 
sovereign, and decimalize downwards, we come first to the 
florin. 1859 Sat. Rev. VIII. 13/2 The decimalizing opinions 
of the ‘ Standard ’ Commissioners. 1867 Contemp . Rev. IV. 
19 There would be no advantage in decimalizing the penny ; 
the halfpenny and farthing are all we want. 

Decimally (de*simali), adv. [-lt 2 .] In a 
decimal manner ; by tens or tenths ; inf o tenths. 

1704 J. Harris Lex. Techn. s.v. Decimal, As Cyphers set 
on the right Hand of Integers do increase the Value of them 
Decimally, as 2, 2.0, 200, etc. So when set on the left Hand 
of Fractions, they decrease their Value Decimally, as -5, -05, 
*005, etc. 1828 Hutton Course Math. II. 82 The edge of 
the rule is commonly divided decimally, or into tenths. 1859 
Sat. Rev. VIII. 13/rTo have weights and measures decim- 
ally divided. 

b. In the form of a decimal fraction. 

1692 in Capt . Smith’s Seaman's Gram. 11. xvi. 125 The 
Weight, .is 7 Pound 5 Ounces, (or Decimally) 7.31. 

t Deximate, sb. Obs . [ad. med.L. decimat'tts 
tithing, area whence tithe is collected, f. L. deci- 
metre to tithe.] Tithing, tithe. 

1641 Heywood Reader here, etc. 1 That not with their 
due Decimates content Both Tytheand Totall must encrease 
their rent ? 

Decimate (de‘sim<? f t\ v. [f. L. decimd-re to 
take the tenth, f. decim-us tenth : see -ate 3. Cf. 
F. dicimer ( 16 th c..] 

f 1. To exact a tenth or a tithe from ; to tax to 
the amount of one- tenth. Obs. In Eng. Hist ., see 
Decimation i. 

1656 in Blount Glossogr. 1657 Major-Gen. Desbrowe 
Sp. in Parlt. 7 Jan., Mot one man was decimated but who 
had acted or spoken against the present government, 1667 
Dryden Wild Gallant 11. i, I have heard you are as poor as 
a decimated Cavalier. 1670 Penn Lib. Consc. Debated Wks. 
2726 1.447 Die insatiable Appetites of a decimating Clergy. 
1738 Meal Hist. Fur it. IV. 96 That all who had been in 
arms for the king, .should lie decimated *, that is pay a tenth 
part of their estates, a 1845 [see Decimated}. 
f 2. To divide into tenths, divide decimally. Obs. 
1749 Smethurst in Phil. Trans. XLVI. 22 The Chinese 
..are so happy as to have their Parts of an Integer in their 
Coins, &c. decimated. 

3. Mil it. To select by lot and put to death one 
in every ten of (a body of soldiers guilty of mutiny 
or other crime) : a practice in the ancient Roman 
army, sometimes followed in later times. 

1600 Dymmok Treat. Ireland (1843) 42 All.. were by a 
martiall courte condemned to dye, which sentence was yet 
mittigated by the Lord Lieutenants mercy, by which they 
were onely decimated by lott. 7651 Reliq. Wot ion. 30 In 
Ireland, .he [Earl of Essex] decimated certain troops that 
ran away, renewing a peece of the Roman Discipline. 1720 
Ozeli. Vertofs Rom. Rep. I, in. 183 Appius decimated, 
that is, put every Tenth Man to death among the Soldiers. 
1840 Narier Pent ns. War VI. xxii. v. 293 The soldiers 
could not be decimated until captured. 1853 Macaulay 
Hist. Eng. IV. 577 Who is to determine whether it be or 
be not necessary, .to decimate a large body of mutineers? 

4. trans/. a. To kill, destroy, or remove one in 
every ten of. b. rhetorically ox loosely. To destroy 
or remove a large proportion of; to subject to 
severe loss, slaughter, or mortality. 

1663 J. Spencer Prodigies < 1665) 385 The . .Lord . . some- 
times decimates a multitude of offenders, and discovers in 
the personal sufferings of a few what all deserve. 1812 W. 
Taylor in Monthly Rev. LXX1X. 181 An expurgatory 
Index, pointing out the papers which it would be fatiguing 
to peruse, and thus decimating the contents into legibility. 
1:848 C. Bronte Let. in Mrs. Gaskell Life 276 Typhus fever 
decimated the school periodically. 1875 Lyell Princ. Gcal, 
II. in. xlii. 466 The whole animal Creation has been deci- 
mated again and again. 1877 Field Killarney to Golden 
Horn 340 This conscription Weighs very heavily on the 
Mussulman .. who are thus decimated from year to year. 
1883 L. Oupbant Haifa (1887] 76 Cholera, .was then deci- 
mating the country. 

Hence De*cimated, De'cimating fipl. adjs. 

166* Middleton Mayor of Q. Pref„ Now whether this 
magistrate fear’d the decimating times, 1667, 1670 [see x]. 

■ a 1845 Syd. Smith Wks. <1850) 688 'The decimated person. 
Deeimater : see Decimator. 

Decimation (desim<? } *jhn). [ad. L. decimd- 
tidn-cm the taking of a tenth, tithing, n. of action 
from decimare to Decimate.] 

X. The exaction of tithes, or of a tax of one-tenth ; 
the tithe or tax itself. 

Popularly applied to the tax levied by Cromwell on the 
Royalists in 1655 : see Calendar Domestic St.Pap.x655, 347. 
Cf. Decimate v. t. 

■ 354$ Latimer 6th Serm. bef. Edw. VI (Arb.) 165 Their 
doctrine was. . but of lotions [mispr. Lolions], of decima- 
tions of anets seade, and Cummyn. c 1630 in Rushw. Hist. 
Coll. (1659) I, App. 14 'The first means to increase: your 


Majesty’s revenues. . I call it a Decimation, being so tearmed 
in Italy, .importing the tenth of all Subjects Estates to be 
paid as a yearly Rent to their Prince. 2655 Evelyn Mem. 
(18 57) I. 327 This day came forth the Protector’s Edict, or 
Proclamation , . with the decimation of all the royal party's 
revenues throughout England. *657. Major-Gen. Des- 
browe Sp. in Parlt. 7 Jan.j I think it is too light a tax, a 
decimation ; I would have it higher, 1669 Worlidge Syst. 
Agric. vii'. § 1 (1681) in One that would not improve a very 
good piece of ground, .with Fruit-trees, because the Parson 
would have the decimation of it. 1738 Neal Hist. Pur it. 
IV, 123 To sequester such as did not pay their Decimation. 
1827 Pollok Course 7\ 11, 669 The priest collected tithes, 
and pleaded rights Of decimation^ to the very last. 1869 W. 
Molyneux Burton on Trent 40 This decimation was under 
a punishment of excommunication by Pope Alexander IV. 

2. Milit. The selection by lot of every tenth man 
to be put to death, as a punishment in cases of 
mutiny or other offence by a body of soldiers, etc. 

1580 North Plutarch (1676) 768 Antonius - .executed the 
Decimation. For he divided his men by ten Legions, and 
then of them he put the tenth Legion to death. 1617 Col- 
lins Def. Bp. Ely 1. ii. 99. 17x7 De Foe Mem. Ch. Scot. 

m. 75 After the Decimations and Drafts made out of them 
for the Gibbet and Scaffold were over, these were sentenc’d 
to T transportation. 1827 M Acaulay Machiavelli Ess. ( 1 854) 
39/2 Whether decimation be a convenient mode of . military 
execution. 

b. The execution of nine out of every ten. rare. 
1867 Freeman Norm. Cqnq. (18761 1. App. 674 A systematic 
decimation of the surviving male adults. By decimation 
is here meant the slaying, not of one out of ten, but of nine 
out often. 

T c* The selection of every tenth member for 
any purpose. Obs. rare. 

1632 J. Lee Short Sum. 36 The foot forces are culled and 
pickt out from among the choicest youth . . by decimation, 
or taking every tenth man. X742 Warburton Wks. (i8ir) 
XI. 155 Of a hundred arguments from reason and authority 
. -he has not ventured so much as at a decimation. 

3. trans/. a. The killing or destruction of one 
in every ten. b. loosely. Destruction of a large 
proportion; subjection to severe loss, slaughter, or 
mortality. 

1682 Sir T. Browne Ckr. Mor. 65 The mercy of God hath 
singled out but few to be the signals of His justice . . But 
the inadvertency of our natures not well apprehending this 
merciful decimation, etc. 1856 J. H. Newman Callista 267 
The population is prostrated by .. pestilence, and by the 
decimation which their riot brought upon them. 1871 Daily 
Nezvs 21 Sept., In situations where their decimation by 
smart rifle practice would be almost a foregone conclusion. 

Declinator, -er (de'sim^’tai). [a, medX. 
decimdtor tithe-taker, n. of action from decimare 
to Decimate; or f. Decimate + -ek b In F. dfei- 
mateurl\ 

f 1. An exactor or receiver of tithes, or of taxes 
to the amount of one-tenth. Obs. 

1673 Rudyard & Gibson Tythes ended 13 Why then do 
not the Decimators take their Tenth themselves? ax 716 
South Serm. 30 Jan. (T.), We have complained of. .seques- 
trators, triers, and decimators. 

2. One who decimates : see Decimate v. 3 , 4 . 

1862 Merivale Rom. Emp. (1865) V. xlv. 355 The deci- 
mater of the Senate. 

t De*cime 1 . Obs. [ad. med.L. dccima tenth, 
tithe, tithing. Cf. next.] A tithing as a division 
of the hundred in the English counties. 

x6xx Speed Theat. Gt. Brit. n. 3/2 Elfred ordained Cen- 
turies, which they terine . Hundreds, and Decimes, which 
they call Tithings. c 1630 Risdon Sum. Devon ‘Title in 
orig. MS., The Decimes or a Corographicall description of 
the County of Devon. 

II Decline 2 (d<csz'm). [F., ad. L. decima tenth.] 
A French coin of the value of one-tenth of a franc. 

18x0 Naval Chron. XXIV. 302 Decime — 2 Sols. 0,3 
Deniers. 

Decimestrial (desime*strial) , a. rare. [f. L. 
decimcstrl-s, var. reading of decemmestris (f. decern 
ten 4 - - mestris , deriv. of ttiensis month ; cf .menstrtms 
monthly) +.-AL.J Consisting of ten months. 

1842 Smith Diet. Gr. <5* Rom. Aniiq. s.v. Calendar, The 
decimestrial year still survived long after the legal govern- 
ment had ceased. 1862 G. C. Lewis Astron. Ancients i. 9 
Varro is also stated to have accepted the decimestrial year 
of Romulus. 

Decimeter, -metre: see Deck 
De*cimo-se*xto. ? Obs. [for L. sexto decimo , 
ablative case (due to original occurrence with in) 
of sextus decimus sixteenth.] A term denoting the 
size of a book, or of the page of a book, in which 
each leaf is one- sixteenth of a full sheet ; properly 
Sexto-decimo (usually abbreviated x 6 mo.). Also 
applied yfg. to a diminutive per-on or thing. 

1599 B. Jonson Cynthia’s Rev. 1. i. How now ! my dancing 
braggart in decimo sexto ! charm your skipping tongue. 
x6o8 Middleton Five Gallants u i, Neither m folio nor in 
decimo sexto, but in octavo. 1656 A rtif. Handsom. 75 Our 
stature . . if shrunk to a dwarfishnesse and epitomized to a 
Decimo-sexto, 1639 D. Fell Impr. of Sea 286 The little 
decimo sextos that be both in the Sea and Land, .the small 
fish.. as well as., the great folios of the Whale, and Ele- 
phant. 1706 Hearne Collect. 4 Feb., As in Octavo’s and 
Decimo-Sexto’s,'' 

t Dexinary 1 , a. Obs . Properly decenary, 
[f. med.JU decendri-us , f, decena body of ten ; cf. 
deciner, var. of Decener.] Divisible by ten. 

1650 Ashmole Chym. Collect. 88 That so in a Decinary 
number, which is a perfect number, the whole Work may be 
consummate. Ibid. 92. 


Deeinary 2, ~ner : see Decenary, -ner. 
Deeine, Ckem. 1 see Decyl. 

Decipher (diksi-fsi), v. Forms : 6-7 des-, 
discipher, -cypher, (6 discifer, -sipher, 7 decy- 
fer\ 6- decipher, -cypher, [f. Cipher, after F. 
dichiffrer, in 15th c. desekiffrer , f. des-, de- (Be- 
I. 6) + chiffre cipher. Cf. It. deci/erare (Florio).] 

1. trans. To convert into ordinary writing (what 
is written in cipher) ; to make out or interpret (a 
communication in cipher) by means of the key. 

1345 Earl Hertford Let. Hen. VIII in Tytler Hist. Scot I. 
(18641 II. 404 A letter in cipher, .which we have deciphered. 
1532 Ascham in Lett. Lit. Men (Camden) 12 Seeing our 
lettres fittly dissiphered. 1605 Bacon Adv. Learn, n. xvi. 

I 6 The virtues of them [ciphers], .are. .that they he impos- 
sible to decipher, a 1674 Clarendon Hist. Reb. x. (1843) 
595/2 The following letter Was sent him by the Lord Jermyn, 
in whose Cipher it was writ, and deciphered by his lord- 
ship. 1709 H earne Collect. 24 Nov., Mr. Blincoe, being her 
Majesty’s Officer in decyphering Letters, when there is 
occasion. 1839 James Louis XIV, I. 9 The Queen was 
too closely watched to put the correspondence in cypher 
herself, or to decypher the answers she received. [See also 
Cipher sb. 5 and v. 2.] 

2. trans/ To make out the meaning of (char- 
acters as difficult as those of a cipher) : a. of ob- 
scure or badly-formed writing. 

17x0 Steele Tatter No. 104 p 5 With much ado I deci- 
phered another Letter. 1799 C. Durnfokd Wines’ Rep. Prof. 

4 The necessity of decyphering and transcribing myself the 
manuscripts of the learned Chief Justice which are in a 
character peculiar to himself. 1855 Bain Senses <§■ Int. m. 
ii. § ax In deciphering bad hand-writing there is scope for 
identifying sameness in diversity. 

b. of hieroglyphics, or writing in a foreign 
alphabet. Alsoy^f. 

1681-6 J. Scorr Chr. Life (1747) III. 264 When our 
Saviour came into theWorld lie unveiled the Jewish Religion, 
and^ deciphered all those mystical Characters wherein its 
spiritual Sense was expressed. 2730 Johnson Ramble* 
No. 19 p ?x, I have found him. .decypnering the Chinese 
language, 1794 Sullivan View Nat. II. 361 Coins . . with 
legends in a character not to be decyphered by the anti- 
uaries of Europe. 1843 Prescott Mexico (1850) I. 275 He 
eciphered the hieroglyphics. 1858 F. Hai.i, in Jml. Asiatic 
Soc. Bengal 217 The Khaira inscription.. has been partially 
deciphered. 

3. To make out the meaning of (anything obscure 
or difficult to understand or trace) : a. of things 
fig. treated as writings ; b. of other things. 

a. 2603 Daniel Philotas , These secret figures Nature’s 
message beare Of comming woes, were they deciphered 
right. 2862 C. P. Hodgson in Guardian 30 Apr. 424 The 
history of the ‘Amos' also is a singular book to decipher, 
1865 Livingstone Zambesi xxv. 535 Attempting to decipher 
the testimony of the rocks. 

b. 2669 Gale Crt. Gentiles 1. 1. vi. 33 Learned Rochart. . 
does thus decipher this riddle. 1788 Reid Aristotle's Log. vi. 
§2. 141 We may at last decypher the law of nature. 2874 
Spurgeon Treas. Dav. Ps. lxxxiv, 6 Probably there is here 
a local allusion, which will never now be deciphered. 1884 
Bower & Scot t De Bary's Phaner. 367 A structure which 
at the first glance Is difficult to decipher. 

T 4. To find out, discover, detect. Obs. 

1528 Gardiner in Pocock Rec. Ref. 1. 1. 104 To the intent 
we might the better discipher the very lett and sticking. 
1574 Dee in Lett. Lit. Men (Camden) 37 Yf by such a 
secret.. Threasor hid may be deciphered in precise place. 
1388 Shaks. Tit. A. iv. il 8 That you are both decipherd, 
tliats the newes, For villaines markt with rape. 2399 
Sir R. Wroth e in Ellis Orig. Lett. n. III. x8i, I have 
appoynted sum especial 1 spy all of them to bewray them and 
to know them, .and I hope in time to have them discifared. 

f 5. Of actions, outward signs, etc, : To reveal, 
make known, indicate ; to give the key to (a 
person’s character, etc.). Obs. 

1329 More Stepp l . Soulys Wks. 329/1 If he would nowe. # 
belieue those .iij. or.iiij. noughty persones, against those 
.iij. or .iiij. C. good and honest men ; he then should well 
decypher himselfe, and well declare therby, etc. 1398 
Shaks. Merry W. v. ii. 10 What needes either your Mum 
or her Budget ? The white will decipher her well enough. 
a 1649 Drum m. of Hawth. Earn. Epist. Wks. (1711) 143 
Crosses serve for many uses, and more than magistracies 
decipher the man. 2793 Holcroft LavateVs Physiog. 
xxxviii. 197 Each man has his favorite gesture which might 
decypher his whole character. 

f b. Of persons : To reveal. Obs. 

1594 J, Dickenson Arisbas (1878) 37 I haue a secret to 
disclose, a sorrow© to disciphre, 

T b. To represent verbally or pi ctorially ; to de- 
scribe, delineate, portray, depict ; = Cipher v. 3. 

a 1572 Knox Hist. Ref. Wks, (1846) I. 191 Thane begane be 
to dissipher the lyves of diverse Papes, and the lyves of all 
the scheavelynges for the most parte, 1579 G0SSON Sch. of 
Abuse (Arb.) 19 Whether he were better with his art to dis- 
cifer the life of ye Nimphe Melia, or Cadmus encounter with 
the Dragon, or [etc.]. ^ 1601 Holland Pliny II. 145 First I 
will discipher the medicinable vertues of 'trees, 1607 Top- 
sell Four/. Beasts ^ (1658) 312 Those Painters which could 
■most artificially decipher a -Dog, .were greatly, reverenced 
among the Egyptians.: i6z6 Massinger Rom. Actor 1, i, 
On the stage Decipher to the life what honours wait On good 
and glorious actiona X7X4 Addison Sped. No. 613 F 8 De- 
cyphering them on a carpet humbly hewing admittance. 
X7S3 L, la* tr. Du Boscq's A ccompl. Woman x The fancied 
Loves which these romantic Tales decipher, 
t 7. To represent or express by some kind of 
' ■■ character, cipher, "or figure ; == Cipher v. 2, ■ Obs. : 

1386 A. Day Eng. Secretary 1, ,(16.25) One tearmed by 
the name of Friendship, and this other challenging oneljr 
to be deciphered by Love. - '1644 Bulwer Chiron. 25 The 
ancient Masters of the Hieroglyph iques. .used to decypher 
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a distinct and articulate voyee by a Tongue. 1720 Water- 
land 8 Semi., The Son being decipher’d and hgur d under 
those names or Characters. 2727 Swift Gulliver, Broth 
dingnag vi, Of these hairs I likewise made a neat little purse, 
* .with her majesty’s name decyphered in gold letters. 

Hence Deciphered ppl. a . 

1845 Graves Rom. Law in Encycl . Metro#. 776/1 A copy of 
the decyphered text. 

Decrpher, s b. [£ P rec * vb.] The decipher- 
ment or translation of a cipher. 

1545 Earl Hertford Let. to Hen. VIII in Tytler Hist. 
Scott. (1864) II. 404 A letter in cipher.. which we have de- 
ciphered, and send both the cipher and the decipher to your 
majesty herewith. 2572 State Trials , Dk. of Norfolk (R.), 
Baker brought me a aecypher, telling me, That forty was 
for me, and thirty for the Queen of Scots, a 1670 Hacket 
A bp. Williams 1. (1692) 22 His Majesty had_ pointed at no 
person, nor disclosed his meaning by any decipher or intima- 
tion. x8xs Wellington in Gurw. IX. 280, I wish that the 
Marques had sent the ciphered letter here, or at least an 
accurate copy of the decipher. 2878 N. Pocock H arpsficla s 
Divorce Hen. VIII Notes 324 The passage is in cypher, 
and runs as follows in the decypher given by Mr. Brewer, 
f b. Description, delineation. Obs. 
a 2670 Hacket A bp. Williams u. 220 ( D .) A Lord Chan- 
cellour of France, whose decipher agrees exactly with this 
great prelate, sometimes Lord Keeper of the Great Seal. 

Decipherable (dfsarforab'l), a. [f. Decipher 
v. + -able. Cf. F. cUchiffrable (1 7th c.).] Capable 
of being deciphered, made out, or interpreted. 

1607 Dekkf.r Knt.'s Conjur. (1842) 67 In his countenance 
there was a kinde of indignation fighting with a kind of ex- 
alted ioy, which by his very gesture were apparently deci- 
pherable. 2787 T, Jefferson Writ . (1859) II. 334 The form 
which affairs in Europe may assume, is not yet decipherable 
by those out of the cabinet. 2854 H. Miller Sck. # Schn. 
(1858) 235 Half-effaced but still decipherable characters. 

Hence Beci'plierably adv. nonce-wd in a de- 
cipherable manner. 

1890 Temple Bar Mag. Aug. 480 [They] still tell their 
curious faint tale decipherably. 

Decrpherage. nonce-wd. Decipherment. 

1832 H. Torrens Jml. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 42 This is due 
to the decypherage of the Behistun and ocher inscriptions. 

Deciphera*tion. nonce-wd. — prec. 

1838 Fraser’s Mag. XVIII. 235 Our strongest microscope 
and concentrated powers of decipheration. 

Decipherer (dfsai-farai). [f. Decipher v. + 
-ER: cfTF. dichiffreur (16th c. in Hatzf.).] One 
who deciphers ; one who makes out the meaning 
of what is written in cipher, or in indistinct or un- 
known characters. 

Formerly the title of a government official. 

2587 Golding De Mornay Pref. 9 Anatomists or Deci- 
pherers of nature; such as Pythagoras, Plato, Aristotle. 
2605 Bacon Adv. Learn . 11. xv. § 6 Suppose that cyphars 
were well managed, there bee multitudes of them which ex- 
clude the discypherer. 2715 Hist. Register \ Chron. Diary 
63 John Keil, Esq. ; appointed his Majesty’s Decypherer. 
2863 Kinglake Crimea ILxvi. 100 The message came in 
an imperfect state. Part of it was. .beyond all the power of 
the decipherer. 

Decrpheres®, rare — K [See -ess.] A female 
decipherer. 

a 1763 Byrom A strologer 6 And thou, O Astrology, Goddess 
divine. Celestial decypheress. 

Deciphering (dfsarfsriq), vbl. sb. [-ING- 1 .] 
The action of the verb Decipher in various senses. 

2552 Ascham in Lett. Lit. Men (Camden) 13 And bicause 
I perceyve this in siphering, I think other may perhaps 
light upon the same in dissiphring. 172a Hearnb Collect. 
(Oxf. Hist, Soc.) III. 430 He . . understood the Art of 
Decyphering tolerably well. Athenaeum 17 Nov, 629/3 

Much of it is actually due to his own deciphering. 

Decipherment (d/ssi'foiment). [Decipher 
v. + -me NT ; a modem word, not in Craig 1847. 
Cf. F. dichifrement (16th c. in Hatzf.).] The 
action of deciphering ; esp. interpretation of hiero- 
glyphics or of obscure inscriptions. 

1846 in Worcester [who cites For. Q. Rex>. and notes it as 
rare). 2852 D. Wilson Prek. Ann . (1863) II. iv. iv. 287 In- 
scriptions more elaborate and difficult of decipherment. x86a 
Max Muller Chips (1880,1 1 . v, 122 His later decipherments 
of the Cuneiform inscriptions. 1874 Sayce Compar. Fhilol. 
App. 392 The decipherment of the records of Assyria and 
Babylonia. 

Decipinm (dfsi*pi#m). Chem. [mod. irreg. f, L. 
decip-ere to deceive, with ending of sodium, potas- 
sium , cerium , etc.] A supposed rare metallic ele- 
ment of the cerium earth group. 

Its oxide, Decipia, was discovered by Delafontaine in 
2878 in the samarskite of North Carolina, and the iodate, 
sulphate, and other salts have been prepared. On the sup- 
position thaq decipia, of which the molecular weight is 390, 
is Dpj Oi, it is inferred that decipium is a triad element of 
atomic weight tji , (See Comptes Rendus lxxxvii. 632 and 
xcin. 63, and Watts Diet. Chem. (1881) VIII. 2156.) 
Deciple, -pel, obs. forms of Disciple. 
t Decrrcinate, v. Obs. [f. L. dedrdm-re to 
round off, f. De- I. 2, 3 + circin-us circle.] To 
round off, form into a circle. 

2656 in Blount Glossogr. [but wrongly explained]. 268$ 
Goad Celest. Bodies 1. v. 14 He [the Sun] imprinteth his 
Face on the Roscid Cloud, and decircinates the Iris with 
his Pencil. Ibid. n. xiii. 337 If the J decircinates the 
Circle. 2722 Bailey, Decircinate, to bring into a compass or 
roundness ; todraw a Circle with a pair of Compasses. 
Hence f Decircina tion. 

1731 in Bailey vol. II. 


+ Dcci’SG, v. Obs. [f. L. decis-y ppl. stem of 
deciders to Decide : cf. excise, incise .] ~ Decide 
v. L Hence Decrsed, Deciding ppl. adjs. 

2338 Bale Brefe Comedy in Harl. Mtsc. (Malh.) I. 2x0 
Socn. vertuouse men to despyse As the lawes of God to nys 
people doth decyse. 2532 Recorde Pathw. Kntml . n. Bret, 
In decising some controuersy of religion. 2570 Levins 
Manip. 148/xi To decise, decidere, discutere. 1641 K. 
Baillie Lett. <$• fmls. (1841) I. 360 To make that short, 
decised and nervous answer. 2662 J. Davies tx.Olearius 
Voy. Ambass. 325 A Judge finds not so much difficulty in 
decising the differences of a Province, as [etc.]. 

JDeciser : see Decisor. 

Decision (dfsrgsn). Also 5 decysion, 6 -syon, 
decisioun, desision. [a. F. decision (14th c. in 
Hatzf.), ad. L. dedsion-em cutting down, decision, 
n. of action from decid-ere to Decide.] 

L The action of deciding (a contest, contro- 
versy, question, etc.) ; settlement, determination. 

2490 Caxton Eneydos vi. 23 He hath not rendred the 
reason or made ony decysion. 2338 Starkf.y England n, 
ii. 102 Thys causyth sutys to be long in decysyon. 1652 
Hobbes Leviatk. 11. xviii. 91 The decision of Controversies. 
2769 Junius Lett . i. 9 In the decision of private causes. 
1833 Ht. Martineau Manch. Strike vii. 73 For the decision 
of questions daily arising. . t 

b. (with a. and pi ) The final and definite result 
of examining a question ; a conclusion, judgement : 
esp. one formally pronounced in a court of law. 

1332 Abp. Hamilton Cateck. (1884) 5 The decisiouns and 
determinatiouns of general counsalas. 2622 Bible Transl. 
Pref 1 r Then his word were an Oracle, his opinion a deci- 
sion. i6$x Hobbes Leviath. in. xiii. 311 To compel! men to 
obey his Decisions. 1827 Jarman Powells Devises fed. 3) 
II. 95, X have not been able to discover more than one dictum 
and one decision in favour of the distinction. 1883 Froude 
Short Stud. IV. 1. iii. 35 The decisions of the clergy were 
more satisfactory to themselves than to the laity. 

2 . The making up of one’s mind on any point or 
on a course of action ; a resolution, determination. 

1886 St. George Stock tr. Aristotle* s Ethics in. i. 43 1 * 
is hard at times to decide what sort of thing one should 
choose . . and still harder to abide by one’s decisions. Mod. 
Let me know your decision. Decision for Christ. 

3 . As a quality ; Determination, firmness, de- 
cidedness of character. 

1782 Burke Corr. (1844) II. 438 We want courage and 
decision of mind. 1803 Foster Ess. ii. (title). Decision of 
Character. 1836 Emerson Eng. 7 'rait$ Wk&, (Bohn) II. 30 
On the English face are combined decision and nerve. 

*f 4 . Cutting off, separation. Obs. 

2384 R. Scot Discov. Witcher, iv. ii. 59^ Without decision 
of seed. 2602 Warner Alb. Eng. x. Ivi, (16x2) 246 By., 
decision of the Lymme whence all the bayne did floe. 
1603 Holland Plutarch's Mor. 827 (R.) From rocks and 
stones along the sea. .there be decisions pass of some parcels 
and smal fragments. 2659 Pearson Creed I. 221 Human 
generation, .is performed by derivation or decision of part of 
the substance of the Parent. 


Decrsional, a. rare. [f. prec. 4- -al.] Of, or 
of the nature of, a decision. 

1883 Encycl. Brit. XVI. 503/2 These opinions of the 
minority can have no decisional effect. 

Decisive (d&orsiv), a. (sb.) [ad. medX, dm- 
slv-us, f. diets- , ppl. stem of dicidbre : see -ive. 
Cf. F. ddcisif, - ive (1413 in Godef. Suppl.).’} 

1 . Having the quality of deciding or determining 
(a question, contest, etc.); conclusive, determi- 
native. 

x6xi Cotcr., Decisif decisiue, deciding, determining, fit or 
able to end a controuersie. 1647 Crashaw Poems 147 
That sure decisive dart. 1794 Sullivan View Nat. I. 255 
Notions . . unsupported by decisive experiments* 1835 
Thirlwall Greece I. vii. 260 Tisamenus was slain in the 
decisive battle. 289a L, W. Cave in Law Times Rep. 
LXVII. 199/2 The case is really decisive of the point 
raised. 

2 . Characterized by decision ; unhesitating, reso- 
lute, determined ; * Decided 2. 

1736 Butler Anal. n. vii, 355 To determine at once with 
a decisive air. 1858 Max Muller Chips (1880) III. iii. 68 
The age.. was not an age of decisive thought or decisive 
action. x86x Dickens Gt. Expect, v. 20 The Serjeant, a de- 
cisive man, ordered that the sound should not be answered. 

3 . That is beyond question or doubt, that cannot 
be mistaken ; hence often * Decided r, 

*794 S. Williams Vermont x6o Operate with a decisive in- 
fluence to give them new force. 1835 1 , Taylor Spt'r. Despot. 
ii. 38 A decisive leaning toward what is most simple and 
intelligible. x88o L. Stephen Pope iii. 71 The sustained 
vivacity and emphasis of the style give it [Pope’s Iliad] a 
decisive superiority over its rivals. 

If ellipt. as sb. 

a 2724 North Exam. 1. ii. § 64 (1740) 63 The Roman 
Catholic Peers were so many, as nearly if not wholly made 
a Decisive, for they went altogether as one Man. 

Decisively (disarsivli), adv. [-ly 2 .] In a 
decisive manner. 

1 . Conclusively; so as to decide the question, 

2631 Baxter Inf. Bapt. 121 The Authority of Synods in 

matters of Faith is, .declarative, and not decisively ju die ial! . 
*756 W atson in P hit. 7 'rans. X LIX. 491, l . . cannot determine 
decisively about it, till the whole be cleared by digging. 
2854 Maurice Mor. fy Met. Philos, ed. 2) $ Seneca disposed 
rapidly and decisively of the objection, 

2 . With decision ; unhesitatingly, resolutely. 

2809-10 Coleridge Friend (1865! 229 Major Cartwright 

has expressed himself as decisively, and with as much 
warmth, against [etc.]. 2870 Anderson Missions Arner » 

Ed. II. xu, 95 It was now time, .to act decisively. 


3. In a manner beyond question or doubt ; unmis- 
takeably, decidedly. 

179a Young Trav. France 257 It is fine sun-shine. weather, 
decisively warmer than ever felt in England at this season, 
2800 Foster in Life 0^.(1846) I. 126 Decisively Calvin- 
istic. 1893 British Weekly 8 June 105/5 Poe is decisively 
the first of American poets. 

Decisiveness (d&orsivnes). [-ness.] The 
quality of being decisive ; collusiveness ; resolute- 
ness, decision. 

1727 in Bailey vol. II. 2797 Hist, in Ann. Reg. 45/2 They 
knew the decisiveness of his temper, 1837 Carlyle Fr. Rev. 
11. 11. vi, The Mutineers- pronounce themselves with a de- 
cisiveness, which to Bouille seems insolence. 2856 Froude 
Hist. Eng. (1858) II. vi. 23 The King, with swift decisive- 
ness, annihilated the incipient treason. 

t ]Qeci*S©r, -er. Obs . [a. med.L. deefsor , 

agent-n. from dedddre to decide.] One who de-. 
cities causes or controversies ; a decider,, arbiter, 
1563 Foxb A. St M. 68 b, Thys King [Hen, II}, to whom 
other Princes dya so resort, as to their arbitrer and decker, 
2364 H award Eutropius 1. 9 Two whom® they called Tribum 
plebis.. to be peculiar deckers and determiner* ; of their 
causes. 1888 B. Pick jn Libr. Mag. Mar. 245 They were 
called Saboraim, * Deckers * Opimonists 
f Deci’SOry, CL. Obs. rare-*. [ad, med.L. 
dedsori-uSf f. decisor : see prec. and -dry. In F, 
diasoire (14th c, in Godef. Supply . ] Decisive* 
x6xx Cotcr., Decisaire , . decisorie, deciding ; fit, vsed, or 
able, to decide controuersits. 1755 in Johnson. 
Decistere : see Dkck 
D ecitizeniz© : see Dk- II. 1. 

Deciviliz© (d&rvilsiz), v. [De* II. i : in 
mod.F, ddciviliser (Littre .] To divest of civil- 
ization, to degrade from a civilized condition. 
Hence ©eci vilized ppl. a,, Deci viliaiug vbL sb. 
and ppl. a. ; Deciviliza tion, the process or con- 
dition of losing civilization, 
a 2859 Dk Quincky has decivilized >.F. Hall). 1876 H. 
Sfencer Prim. Social. § 71 We have but to imagine our- 
selves de civilized. 1892 Sat. Rett. 27 Aug. 246/1 He was 
barbarized, de-civilizea, and enslaved. *889 Ck» Times 
1$ Feb. 259/1 The decivilising effect of the wan, 2878 N. 
A men Rett. CXXVIL 447 General harm, and deeivtlim. 
tion, of the people. 1885 E W. Benson in I. am Times 
LXXVIII. 338/1 If it might stem by even its own ruin 
the process of decivilisation. 

Deck (dek), sb. Also 5 dekke, 6-7 decke. 
[In sense i, app. of Flemish or 1 G. origin. 

In sense 1, prob. a, MDu. dec (neuter! roof, covering, cloak, 
pretext (app. from decks OTettt. fakjo m , from same root 
as Deck v.): cf. Kiiian 1 decks optinmmnmti, iodix»decksel 
operimentum, opertorium, tegumen, tegumentum,. tvgtmn, 
stragulnm ' ; also mod. Du. dek bed-covering, horse-cloth. 
But in the nautical sense, 2, the word is. not known in Du. 
before 1675 8x, when dek (neuter) appear* m a synonym oi 
verdek , quoted in the nautical sense in 1640* but recorded 
by Kiiian, 1599, only in the general tanne Hegnmen, vela- 
men *. Thus, deck in the nautical sense, appears to l* known 
in Eng. x6o years earlier than in Hutch, It may be simply 
a specific application of the general sense ‘covering \ or it 
may come more immediately from the M Du. *eiise 1 roof,'} 
I. f 1. A covering. Obs. 

In quot, 1466 app. some material used for covering ; with 
1712 cf, Du. dek ‘horse-cloth *, 

1466 Mann. <$■ H&nsek, Exp. 348 My many r paid to John 
Felawe, for xij, yerdes of dekke for the spynas, itjf, *309 
Barclay S/typ of Folys 18741 1 . 38 Do cm your Decke, Sait, 
,,l mean your Copyntanke. 17 tnLond.Gm. No, 4997/4 
A red Saddle with 2 Ovals in .the Skirt, and the under fleck* 
edg'd with blue. 

2, Naut. A platform extending from side to side 
of a ship or part of a ship, covering in the space 
below, and also itself serving as % floor; formed of 
planks, or (in iron ships)' of iron plating asaaily 
covered with planks. 

The primary notion was 1 covering* or l vmf* rather than 
‘floor': see ducts, 1550 and 1634, and cf. 1466 in i«»e. « f 
where the ‘ dekke for the spyntuf* or pinnace, may have been 
a covering of canvas, tarpaulin, or tn« like. In. warty craft 
there was a deck, only at the stern, *0 that rfkh c, writers 
sometimes use deck- as equivalent to pmp. In Elyot 1 1538V 
whence ■ in Cooper, Huioet, and Beret, deck h ©rroneouily 
made the equivalent of pn*e&, instead of pnppjs. 

*S *3 .Eckyngh am to wdsef 5. May MS. Colt. Cailg. D. 
vi. Iff zso<, And hycause I fiacle no Reyte* upon my dek 
I coyled a cable rounde a (l*oute the] dek Brest bye and 
likwise in the waste. 2531 C, Bfoeeax Inst. Gnat Bark 
(Cott MS, App, exviii), sttpiimis, the. shype witlrwarover- 
lop, ' Item, a somar castell & edoos tymberdet k made from 
the mast forward whyche wai made of lattv. . Item »!»«« the 
*m»er otstell A deck from the siirtyne smst aft ward *jg» 
Nksmai' Tkttcyd. itr. S eyssefs Fr. version of '¥iilla*s .Lat.) 
xqx/fhey couered the former parte, and the tt»twi»ie jMirte m 
their decke* [Fr, la plus pert dfts coavert' de tears rmviresjwv 
copper [F, emr 9 leather], e f j. Polmom Famous Battles ■ 
Xft JSeafight at Cape ‘of Orso r 1528 ; Phitippino* . kvelling 
the first shotte of his BaaiUscd, with 'piercing the Erntperimil 
Admirall, peuieed from., the.' stemme to the 'decke, slaying 
thirtie men. Ibid. 103 The Moore hitting the decke, s-trake 
off the rudder. Ibid, pm (Battle of I..#epaiitoi The decke of 
this galley, .eheqoerea and wrought® marvelioui fayre with 
diuem colours and hystories , ^ . iograued liiidwrcHiglrt *» guide. 
1587 W, B&mm, Arte cf Skmtimg' , 59' It lively evil w.t© ; 
'have the Orlop, or Deck 'too low - and# r .the port , tta- Siiass. 
Temp. *, ii 297. Now on ■ the Beeke, Now »n the Waste, the 
Decke, m tmej Cabyu. 26x4 Can, Smith Virginia nil. 
03 In a broad Bay, out of danger of their shot. ,we vntyrd 
our. Target* ■■ that conered/va at a Deck. i%s Dhaval 
m Lmd. Gm. No, 2769/3, 25 Capital Ship*, *0 whereof are 
of 3 Decks, 1720 De Foe fdpt. Simg/etm d, (t 8 ca) 36 A boot 
widva deck' and a «ii, ■ *840 R, Datta Bif. 'ike Mast w.a*ii, 
I2 5 The captain walked the deck at a rapid stride. 
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b. With qualifying words. 

The largest ships of the line had main-deck , middle and 
lower deck; also the upper or spar-deck , extending from 
stem to stern over the main-deck, and the orlop deck (which 
carried no guns) below the lower deck ; they had also a 
poop-deck , or short deck in the after part of the ship above 
the spar-deck, and sometimes a forecastle deck, or similar 
short deck in the fore- part of the ship, sometimes retained 
in merchant ships and called the top-gallant forecastle . See 
also Half-deck, Hurricane-deck, Quarter-deck, etc. 

1598 Florio Diet . To Reader 9, I was but one to sit at 
sterne, to pricke my carde, to watch vpon the vpper decke. 
c 2620 Z. Boyd Zion's Flowers (1S55) 12, I see a man 
that’s in the lower deck. 1627 Capt. Smith Seaman's 
Gram. ii. 6 A Flush Decke is when from stem to sterne, 
it lies upon a right line fore and aft. 1637 Heywood 
Royal Ship 45 She hath three flush Deckes, and a Fore- 
Castle, an halfe Decke, a quarter Decke, and a round-house. 
a 1642 Sir W. Monson Naval Tracts in. 346/1 They make 
close the Forecastle and Half-Deck. 1836 Marryat Midsh. 
Easy x ii, Easthupp would constantly accost him familiarly 
on the forecastle and lower deck. Ibid, xiii, He then pro- 
ceeded to the quarter-deck. Ibid, xxvi, To comply with the 
captain’s orders on the main deck. 

c. In phrases, as above deck (also fig.), Between- 
decks, on deck, under deck{s\ to clear , sweep the 
decks (see Clear v.. Sweep v.). 

On deck fig. (U S ) : at hand ; ready for action ; in Base- 
ball, next at the bat, with the right or privilege of batting 
next. 

1598 Shaks. Merry IV. 11. i. 94 F. lie be sure to keepe him 
aboue decke. P . So will. I : if hee come vnder my hatches, 
lie neuer to Sea againe. 1647 Clarendon Hist. Reb. vi. 
(18431 297/2 Committed to prison on board the ships .. 
where they were kept under decks. 1659 D. Pell hnpr. of 
Sea 419 Nowhang the lighted Lanthorns betwixt decks and 
in the Hold, a 1679 Gurnall in Spurgeon Treas . Dav. Ps. 
lxv. 3 Poor Christian, who thinkest that thou shalt never get 
above deck. 1720 De Foe Capt. Singleton xi. (1840) 194 
The rest ran. .down between decks. 1857 R. Tomes A mer. 
in Japan iv. no [He] left the banquet to be discussed by 
his officers and men, who. .soon cleared the decks. 

3 . Mining. (See quot.) 

1888 Greenwell Coal-trade Terms Northumb. § Durk. 
(ed. 3) 31 Deck } the platform of a cage upon which the tubs 
stand when being drawn up or lowered down the pit. 

4 . In U. S. 4 A passenger-car roof, particularly 
the clear-story roof ’ ( Standard Diet.). 

II. 5 . 4 A pack of cards piled regularly on each 
other ’ ( J. ) ; also the portion of the pack left, in 
some games, after the hands have been dealt. 
Since 1 7th c. dial, and in U. S. 

1593 Shaks. 3 Hen. VI, v. i. 44 But whiles he thought to 
steale the single Ten, The King was slyly finger’d from the 
Deck. 1594 ? Greene Selimus Wks. 1881-3 XIV. 251 If I 
chance but once to get the decke, To deale about and shuffle 
as I would. 1594 Barnfield Skeph. Cont. viil, Pride deales 
the Deck whilst Chance doth choose the Card. 1609 Armin 
Two Maids Moreclacke <N. , I ’ll deal the cards, and cut you 
from the deck. 16.. Grew (J.), The Selenites, of parallel 
plates, as in a deck of cards, 1777 Brand Pop. A ntiq. (1849) 
II. 449 In some parts of the North of England a pack of 
cards is called to this day . . a deck of cards, i860 in Bart- 
lett Diet. A mer. 1882 Bret Harte Gentl. La Porte in 
Flip, etc. 135, 1 reckon the other fifty-one of the deck ez as 
pooty. 1884 Chesk. Gloss., Deck o’ cards , a pack of cards. 
1885 Century Mag. XXIX. 548/1 An old ratty deck of cards, 
+ 6. A pile of things laid flat upon each other. 
1625 F. Markham Bk. Hon. ii. vi. § 5 Any whose Pedigree 
lyes so deepe in the decke, that few or none will labour to 
find it. 1631 Celestina xix. 185 Subtill words, whereof such 
as shee are never to seeke, but have them still ready in the 
deck. 1634 Sanderson Serrn, 1 1. 287 So long as these things 
should hang upon the file, or lie in the deck, he might per- 
haps be safe. 1673 Marvell Reh. Transf. 1 1. 394 A certain 
Declaration . . which you have kept m deck until this 
season. 

t 7 . Of a cannon : see quot. Obs. 

*672 W. T. Compleat Gunner 1. iv. 5 The Pumel or Button 
at her Coyl or Britch-end is called the Casacabel or Deck. 

III. allrib . and Comb, {from seme 2), ss deck-chair, 
-cleat, -flat, -officer, -passenger, -plank, -pump, -seat, 
-stool, -swabber, -transom, -watch ; also, deck- 
beam, one of the strong transverse beams sup- 
porting the deck of a ship; deck-bridge, (a) a 
narrow platform above and across the deck of 
a steamer amidships ; — Bridge sb. 5 ; (b) a bridge 
in which the roadway is laid on the top of the truss 
(opp. to a through bridge ) ; deck-cargo — deck- 
load ; deck-collar (U.S.), the iron collar or ring 
through which the stove-pipe passes in the roof of 
a railway carriage ; cf. deck-plate ; deck-flats (see 
Flat sb.) ; deck-hand, a 4 hand ’ or workman 
employed on the deck of a vessel ; deck-head, 
a name for the slipper limpet ( Crepidula ) ; deck- 
hook. ‘the compass timber bolted horizontally 
athwart a ship’s bow, connecting the stem, timber, 
and deck-planks of the fore-part ; it is part and 
parcel of the breast-hooks ’ (Smyth Sailors Wotd- 
bk.) ; deck-house, a ‘ house * or room erected on 
the deck of a ship ; deck-light, a thick glass let 
into a deck to light a cabin below ; deck-load sb., 
hence deck-load v., to load with a cargo upon 
the deck ; also fig . ; deck-nail, 1 a kind of spike 
with a snug head, commonly made in a diamond 
form ’ (Smyth) ; deck-pipe, * an iron pipe through 
which the chain cable is paid into the chain- 
locker’ (Smyth); deck-plat© (see quot.) ; deck- 


sheet, 1 that sheet of a studding-sail which leads 
directly to the deck, by which it is steadied 
until set’ (Smyth); deck-stopper, ‘a strong 
stopper used for securing the cable forward of the 
capstan or windlass while it is overhauled; also 
abaft the windlass or bitts to prevent more cable 
from running out * (Smyth) ; deck-tackle, a tackle 
led along the deck, for hauling in cable, etc. 

1838 Simmonds Did. Trade,* Deck-beams. 1876 Davis Pol. 
Exp. i. 29 New deck-beams of increased size were put in. 
x86s Chambers' EncycL &.v. Cargo, The term *deck-cargo 
is given to the commodities on the deck of a ship, which are 
not usually included in the policy of insurance. 1886 J. H. 
McCarthy Doom 9 The group comfortably arranged on 
*deck-chairs. 1867 Smyth Sailofs Word-bk Deck-cleats, 
pieces of wood temporarily nailed to the deck to secure 
objects in bad weather. 1879 Cassell s Techn. Educ. IV. 60/r 
Wood ships with wood beams have their *deck-flats formed 
by planking laid upon and fastened to the beams. 1885 
Gen Grant Pers. Mem. xxi. I. 288 From captain down to 
*deck-hand. 288s Scribners Mag. XXII. 656/1 Beds of 
jingles or amber-shells . . '’‘deck heads . . limpets, and other 
rock-loving mollusks. c 1850 Rudim. Navig. < Weale) xox 
The breast-hooks that receive the ends of the deck-planks 
are also called * Deck- Hooks. 1856 Kane A Expl. I. x. 
106 Ohlsen and Petersen building our *deck-house. x88a 
Daily News 24 May 1/1 Good accommodation is *. pro- 
vided for second-class passengers in a commodious *deck- 
house. 1840 Longfellow in Life (1891/ I, 357 Horrible 
negligence, — a *deck-load of cotton 1 1867 Smyth Sailor's 
Word-bk ., Deck-load, timber, casks, or other cargo not liable 
to damage from wet, stowed on the deck of merchant vessels. 
1884 Gladstone in Standard 29 Feb. 2/7 We are determined 
.. not to *deck-load our Franchise Bill. 1703 T. N. City 
Sf C. Purchaser 126, 211 ^Deck-nails, .are proper forfastning 
of Decks in Ships. 1859 A utobiog. Beggar Boy 1x4 Among 
the *deck passengers there was a man and his wife with 
seven children, c i860 H ; Stuart Seamans Catech. 55 The 
hawse boxes, or *deck pipe. 1884 Sir E. J. Reed in Con- 
temp. Rev. Nov. 620 The steel decks . . being . . covered 
with *deck-plank of teak or of pine. 1874 Knight Diet. 
Mech ., * Deck-plate, a plate around the chimney of amarine- 
engine furnace to keep the same from contact with the 
wood of the deck, c i860 H. Stuart Seaman's Catech. 56 
A ‘double wall’ or *deck stopper-knot. 1883 F. M. Craw- 
ford Dr. Claudius ix, In ten minutes, the parade of *deck- 
swabbers had passed. 1874 Knight Diet. Mech., * Deck- 
transom, a horizontal timber under a ship’s counter. 1856 
Kane A ret. Expl. I. xvii. 201 One of our ^deck-watch, who 
had been cutting ice for the melter. 

Deck (dek), v. Also 5-7 decke, 6 dek, dekke. 
[Not known before 16th c. : app. then of recent 
adoption from Flem. or Low Ger. ; cf. Du. dekk- 
en, MDu. deken , decken to cover. The latter 
is — MLG., MHG. decken, OHG. dachjan, dec chan 

OTeut. ]> / ikjan (whence ON. fekja, OFris. 
thekka, OE. ffeccan to cover, roof over) a derivative 
verb from an ablaut-stem Pek-,fak-, Indog. teg - to 
cover, whence ON. fak, OHG. dak, Ger. dach 
covering, roof, OE. }sec. Thatch. In branch II 
a derivative of Deck sb . : cf. to roof, floor, etc.] 

I. + 1 . trans. To cover; esp . to cover with 
garments, clothe. Obs. 

1513 Douglas FEneis x. xiii. 106 Ene, That . . hys sovlr targe 
erekkit, And thar vndre hym haldis closly dekkyt. Ibid. xi. v. 
92 Queyn Amatha . . Dekkis and defendis hym with wordis 
sle. 1515 Barclay Egloges iv. (1570) C iij/i This lusty Codrus 
was cloked for the rayne And doble decked with huddes one 
or t wayne. 1526 Skelton Magnyf. 759 Decke your hofte. 
1535 Coverdale Haggaix. 6 Ye decke [x6xx clothe] youre 
selues, but ye are not warme. 1594 Carew Tasso (1881) 91 
N 0 place is vnder sky so closely deckt. Which gold not opes. 
x6oo Surflet Countrie Farme in. xviii. 461 Take away the 
barke. . and after bluest and decke vp therewith some shoote 
that is of the like thickenes with the graft. 

2 . To clothe in rich or ornamental garments ; to 
cover with what beautifies ; to array, attire, adorn. 

15x4 Barclay Cyt. <f- Ujlondyshm. (Percy Soc.) lxvii,Then 
is he decked as poet laureate. 1535 Coverdale 2 Kings ix. 
30 She coloured hir face, and decked hir heade. — Ps. ciii. 
2 Thou deckest thyself with light as it were with a garment. 
x6oa Shaks. Ham. v. i. 268 , 1 thought thy Bride-bea to haue 
deckt (sweet Maid), And not t’ haue strew’d thy Graue. 
1628 Prynne Love-lockes 35 Muchlesse, may we Curie, Die, 
or ouer-curiously^ decke our Haire. 1633 G. Herbert 
Temple, Jordan i, Curling with metaphors a plain inten- 
tion, Decking the sense. 1808 Scott Marm. 1. xxvii, The 
scallop shell his cap did deck. 2821 Clare VilL Minstr. II. 
63 Daisies deck the green. 2885 Manch. Exam. 9 July 
4/7 The shipping . .was profusely decked with flags. 

b. with out, + up . 

1587 Harrison England n. vii. V18771 1. 169 In decking up 
of the body. 1640 Sir R. Baker in Spurgeon 7'reas. Dav. 
Ps. cxvi. 11-15 To serve for a jewel in the decking up of 
God’s cabinet. 1745 De Poe's Eng. 7 radesman v. <184x1 1 . 
34 Decked out with long wigs and swords. 1882 B. D. W. 
Ramsay Recoil. Mil. Serv. It. xv. 64 Every vessel being 
gaily decked out with flags. 

+ 3 . To array, fit out, equip. Obs. 

Its.. Agincourt 90 in Hazl, E. P. P. II. 97 The wastes 
decked with serpentynes stronge, Saynt Georges stremers 
sprede ouer hede. 1548 Hall Chron. an. 25 Hen. VIII 
(1809) 798 The kyng .. decked and vitailed dyuers shippes 
of warre and sent them to the North seas to defende his 
subiectes. 

II. 4 . Naui . To cover as with a deck ; to 
furnish with a deck; to deck in, over , to cover in 
with the deck, in ship-building. 

1624 Capt. Smith Virginia v. X75 At last it was concluded, 
to decke their long boat with their ship hatches. 2700 
S. L. tr. Fryke's Voy. 6 Flat Boats, .tho’ small, yet so close 
Deck’t, that in a rough Sea they will go quite under the 


waves and retain no water, 2774 Goldsm. Nat. Hist. (1776) 
VI. 256 The five -men-boat is decked at each end, but open 
in the middle. 2874 J. Deady in Law 7'imes Rep. XXXI. 
231/2 The vessel . . was . . decked over, fore and aft. 1893 
R. Kipling Many Invent. 121 Your ship has been built and 
designed, closed and decked in. 

5. Mining. To load or unload (the tubs upon 
the cage), (See Deck sb. 3 .) Chiefly U S. 

1883 Gresley Gloss. Coal-mining 76 Decking , the opera- 
tion of changing the tubs on a cage at top and bottom of a 
shaft. 

t Be*ckage. Obs . rare. [f. Deck v. + -age.] 
Adornment, embellishment. 

1642 Lightfoot Observ. Genesis i. "Wks. 1822 II. 333 The 
Earth.. had not received as yet its perfection, beauty and 
deckage. 

Becked (dekt\ ppl. a. [f. Deck + -ed.] 

1. Adorned, embellished, set out : see the verb. 

? a 1500 Chester PL (Shaks. Soc.) I. 4 See that you fourth 
bringe In well decked order, that worthie storie Of Balaam 
and his asse. 1593 Q. Eliz. Boeth. 16 The decked wode 
seak not whan thou violetz gather. 1865 J. G. Bertram 
Harvest of Sea (1873) 307 The well-decked and well-plenished 
dwellings. 

b. Her. Applied to an eagle or other bird when 
the edges of the feathers are of a different tincture. 
In mod. Diets. 

2. Having a deck, or decks (as in two-decked \ 

2792 A. Young Trav. France 78 By the passage-packet, 

a decked vessel, to Honfleur. 2837 Marryat Dog-fend iii, 
On board of a two-decked ship. 2879 Butcher & Lang 
Odyssey 28 Such tackling as decked ships carry. 

Decker 1 (de*kai). [f. Deck v. + -ER 1 .] One 
who decks or adorns. 

2555 Watreman Far die Facions 11. viii 167 The Yndians 
are . . greate deckers and trimmers of them selues. 1591 
Percivall Sp. Diet., Afeytador, a barber, a trimmer, a 
decker. 2803 Pic Nic No. 2 (1806) I. 53, I am but a sort of 
table-decker. 

Becker 2 (de*km). [f. Deck sb. + -ER 1 1 .] 

1. A vessel having (a specified number of) decks, 
as in two-decker, three-decker, etc., q.v. b. transf. 
Applied to a kind of oven : see quot. 1884 , 

1795 Hull Advertiser 25 July 2/4 Admiral Hotham’s large 
ships, that is, the three deckers. 1805 in Naval Chron. XV. 
204 The Santissima Trinidada, the Spanish four-decker. 
2884 Health Exkib. Catal. 120/2 Mason’s Patent Hot-Air 
Continuous Baking Two Decker Oven. 1884 Pall Mall 
Gaz. 4 Extra ’ 24 July 3/2 Patent continuous-baking 1 decker * 
ovens — i.e., ovens piled upon each other, which are heated 
by one furnace. 

2. A gun belonging to a particular deck of a ship 
of war ; as in lower decker, a gun belonging to the 
lower deck. 

2782 Archer in Naval Chron . XI. 287 Double breech’d 
the lower deckers. 2809 Ibid. XXII. 344 Having only four- 
teen of her main-deckers mounted. 

3. a. A workman employed on the deck of a 
ship. b. A deck-passenger, colloq. 

2800 Colquhoun Com. Thames iv. 280 The Deckers, or 
persons who hoist up the Cargo upon deck. 2866 The 
Colonist ( Belize) 5 May 2/x Passengers arrived. In the Packet 
— Mr. and Mrs. D. . . and 79 deckers. 

Becking (de-kiq), vbl. sb. [f. Deck v. and sb. 
+ -ingL] 

1. The action of the verb Deck ; f concr. that 
with which something is decked {obs.) ; adornment, 
embellishment, ornament. 

# 1531 Elyot Gov. 11. iii, Semblable deckynge oughte to be 
in the house of a nobleman orman of honour. 2562 J. Shute 
C aniline's Turk ; Wars 38 Somtuouse and roagnifique ortta- 
mentes and deckings, c 1620 Z. Boyd Zion's Fl<nvers (1855) 
157 Spending on decking many precious houres. 2673 Laity's 
Call. 1. § 1 F 26. 10 Their most exquisit deckings are but like 
the garlands on a beast design’d for sacrifice, 

2. The work or material of the deck of a ship ; 
planking or flooring forming a deck. 

2580 Hollyband Treas. Fr. Tong., Le tillac eTvne navire, 
the decking of a ship. 2879 Butcher & Lang Odyssey 81 
Fashion a wide raft., and lay deckings high thereupon. 
1887 Daily Nevis 26 June 6/2 The building is considered 
to be absolutely fireproof, the floors being all of steel 4 deck- 
ing * and solid breeze concrete. 

Deckle (de*k’l). Also deckel, [a. Ger. deckel 
in same sense, prop. * little cover, lid, tympan’, and 
in other technical applications, dim. of decke cover.] 

1. A contrivance in a paper-making machine to 
confine the pulp within the desired limits, and de- 
termine the size or width of the sheet : a. in hand 
paper-making, a thin rectangular frame of wood 
fitting close upon the mould on which the pulp is 
placed ; b. in a paper-machine, a continuous band 
or strap on either side of the apron. Hence used as 
a measure of the width of paper, as ‘ 50 -inch deckle 
paper,’ and short for deckle-edge . 

2810 [see Deckle-strap in 2]. / 2816 Specif. Cameron's 
Patent No. 4002. 2 The deckle being attached to the carriage, 
falls on the bottom of the mould. 1858 Simmonds Diet. 
7'rade, Deckle . . also the rough or raw edge of paper. 1888 
N. <$• Q. 7th Ser. V. 227 It seems as if the deckle, fitting 
on the mould, should produce a sheet of paper with a smooth 
and even edge. .... 

2. Comb, deckle edge, the rough uncut edge of 
a sheet of paper, formed by the deckle ; also attrib. 
—next ; deckle-edged a., having a rough uncut 
edge, as hand-made paper; deckle-strap, see I b. 

1874 Knight Diet , Mech. s.v.,The uncut edge of paper is 
known as the *deckel edge. 2884 Bookseller € Nov. 1x76/2 


BECKLESS. 


The deckle edges are left at the side' and bottom, the top 
«dge alone being' cut* 1SS7 Nimmo's Catal , Oct., One 
Hundred Copies on fine deckle-edge royal 8vo paper. 1810 
Trans, Soc. EncoUrag. Arts XXVIII. 193 The '“'deckle- 
straps . . are made perfectly smooth and true. 1875 U RE 
Diet. Arts III. 490 We have to notice the deckle or boundary 
straps, .which regulate the width of the paper. 

Bec kl ess (de*kles), a. rare . [-less.] With- 
out a deck. 

1823 Bentham Not Paul but Jesus 328 In a deckless 
vessel. 1890 Harpers Mag. Mar. 558/1 Deckless and 
cabtnless. 

Reclaim (dfkl^'m), v. Also 5-7 -clame, 7 
-claim©, -claym.9. [Formerly dedame, ad. L. de- 
dtlmdre, f. De- I. 3 + ddnidre to cry : subseq, 
assimilated to claim. Cf. F. diclamer (1549 in 
Hatzf.).] 

■ I. intr. _ 

1 . To speak aloud with studied rhetorical force 
and expression ; to make a speech on a set subject 
or theme as an exercise in public oratory or dis- 
putation. b. To recite with elocutionary or rhe- 
torical effect (chiefly U.S.). 

1553 Huloet, Declame or exercise fay n eel argument in 
pleadynge, vsed among lawers called mooting. 1553 T. 
Wilson Rhet. 83 When you and I declamed together last. 
1641 Evelyn Mem. (1857) I. rr, I offered at my first 
exercise in the Hall, and answered my opponent : and upon 
the rr th following, declaimed in the Chapel before the 
Master, Fellows and Scholars, according to the custom. 
1748 J. Mason Elocut. 11 A Weakness of Voice; which he 
cured by frequently declaiming on the Sea-Shore, amidst 
the Noise of the Waves. 1856 Emerson Eng. Traits , First 
Visit Wks. (Bohn) II. 10 Wordsworth, standing apart, and 
reciting to me. . like a schoolboy declaiming. 

2 . To declaim against : to speak in an impas- 
sioned oratorical manner in reprobation or con- 
demnation of ; to inveigh against. 

x6xx B. Jonson Catiline iv. ii, What are his mischiefs, 
consul ? You declaim Against his manners, and corrupt 
your own. 1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. 1, vi. 21 Thus 
is it the humour of many heads to extoll the dayes of their 
forefathers, and declaime against the wickednesse of times 
present. 3855 Prescott Philip II, I. n. ix. 239 They loudly 
declaimed against the King's insincerity. 1880 L. Stephen 
Pope via. 196 A generous patriot declaiming against the 
growth of luxury. 

3 . To speak aloud in an impassioned oratorical 
manner, with appeals to the emotions rather than 
the reason of the audience ; to harangue. 

1735 Berkeley Def. Free-thinking Math. § 33 Instead of 
giving a reason you declaim. X759 Sterne 7 r. Shandy I. 
xl, Let him declaim as pompously as he chooses upon the 
subject. X833 Hr. Martineau Brooke Farm ii. 27 Tom 
Webster bustled and declaimed, while Sergeant Rayne 
quietly argued. 1884 R. Glover in Christian World 9 Oct. 
766/3 To declaim is more easy than to convince, 
b. quasi -trans. with extension. 

2755 Monitor 26 Aug. t 2 Some late patriots .. declaimed 
themselves into power. 

II. trans. 

f 4 . To discuss aloud ; to debate. Obs. rare— 1 . 
(The early date of the quotation, so long before the verb is 
otherwise known in Eng. or French, as well as the sense, is 
notable.) 

Chaucer Troylus it. 1x98 As j?ey declamede [4 MSS. 
14x0-25 ; Harl. 3943 deciarid] ]>U matere, Lo Troylus. « 
Come rydende. 

5 . To speak or utter aloud with studied rhetorical 
expression ; to repeat or recite rhetorically. 

1577 R* Googk Heresbach's Hush. ri. {1586) 49 Weriyng i 
you with the declaimyng of my poore skill in the tilling of 
the feelde. <21716 South Serin. VIII. 8a (T.< Whoever 
strives to beget, or foment in his heart, such [malignant] 
persuasions concerning God, makes himself the devil's 
orator, and declaims his cause. 18x8 Scott Hrt. Midi, i. 
He then declaimed the following passage rather with too 
much than too little emphasis. . 1885 R. L. Stevenson 
in Coniemp. Rev>. 555 In declaiming a so-called iambic 
verse, it may so happen that we never utter one iambic | 
foot 

T 6. ~ Declaim against ; to decry, denounce. Obs. 
1614 T. Adams Dev its Banquet 4a This Banket then . . is 
at once declared and declaimed, spoken of and forbidden. 
1623 Cockeicam, Declaime, to speake ill of. 

Hence Declarming vbl. sh. and fpl. a. 

1577 [see Si- 1603 Holland Plutarch's Mar. 931 He used 
other whiles to goe downe to the water side, .for to exercise | 
himselfe in declaming. 1656 A rtif. Handsom. 95 Humane ! 
fallacies and declaymings, 1701 Rowe A mb. Step- Moth. \ 
iv. i. 1684 Yield much matter to declaiming flatterers. 1735 ! 
Berkeley Def. Free-thinking Math. § xt In the same j 
manner as 'any declaiming bigot ■ would defend transubstan- j 
tiation. 

Beclarmant. rare [f. prec. + -ant, after i 
claimant \ etc.] — Declaimer. 

a X763' Shenstone Ess. 28 The company, was a little sur- 
prised at the sophistry of our declaimant. 

Declaimer (dikhr -mat). [f. Declaim t -kr 7 .] 
One who declaims ; one who speaks with rhetor- 
ical expression, or as. an' exercise in elocution; 
one who harangues, or speaks with impassioned 
force. ■ ■ ' . . 

" 1433-50 tr. Higden (Rolls') IV. 40X Julius Gallo, a noble .■ 
declamer. ' xsSoHollyband Treas. Fr. Tong, Declam ateur, 
a Declaimer, a' mooter.'/ 1640 G. Watts tr. Bacon! $ Adv. 
Learn . iv. ii. (R. 1, A certaine declaimor against sciences. 
17x2' Steele Sped. No. 521 y 4 The Declatmers in Coffee- 
houses.:' . 1753 Johnson Rambler No. 202 .1* 2 The pompous 
■periods 'Of declaimers, whose 'purpose is.. only to amuse 
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with fallacies, 2848 Mill Pol. Econ. 1. iii. § 2 Such . . is 
the labour of the musical performer, the actor, the public 
declaimer or reciter. 

Declamation (deklamc^Jan). [ad. L. decla- 
mdlion-em, n. of action from decla m are to Declaim, 
or ad. F. declamation (15th c. in Hatzf.).] 

1 . The action or art of declaiming ; the repeating 
or uttering of a speech, etc. with studied intona- 
tion and gesture. 

1552 Huloet, Declamation often heard, and tedious to 
the hearers, crambe repet ita. 1597 Morley Iniroa Mas. 
86 Your plainsong is as it were your theme, and your descant 
as it were your declamation. 1776 Gibbon Decl. §■ F. I. xxiv. 
680 He publicly professed the arts of rhetoric and declama- 
tion. 1834 Maca ulay Pitt Ess, (2854) 1 . 294 That which gave 
most effect to his declamation was the air of sincerity, of 
vehement feeling, or moral elevation, which belonged to all 
that he said. 

attrib. > 1806 Byron Thoughts College Exam. 25 The 
declamation prize. . 

b. Music. The proper rhetorical rendering of 
words set to music. 

1876 in Stainer & Barrett. 

2 . A public speech or address of rhetorical 
character; a set speech in rhetorical elocution, 

1523 Skelton Garl. Laurel (R.), Olde QuintUHan with his 
declamations ; Theocritus with his Bucolicali relacions. 
1573 G. Harvey Letter-bk . < Camden) 11 Theams more fit 
far schollars declamations. 1603 Holland Plutarch's Mor. 
55 The Orations and declamations . . of these Sophisters, 
who make shew of their eloquence. ^1782 J. Warton Ess. 
Pope II. xiii. 381 Able to compose Essays, Declamations, 
and Verses, in Greek, in Latin, and in English. _ 1830 Drury 
in Moore Life Byron ( 1866 ) 20/x He suddenly diverged from 
the written composition..! questioned him, why he had 
altered his declamation 2 

3 . Declaiming or speaking in nn impassioned 
oratorical manner; fervid denunciation, with appeals 
to the audience. 

1614 T. Adams Devil's Banquet 42 The more accurately 
the .Scriptures describe sinnes, the more absolutely they 
forbid them : where wickednesse is the subject, all speech 
is declamation, 1750 Johnson Rambler No. 172 S» 3 [Not so 
universal] as some have asserted in the . . heat of declama- 
tion. 1789 Bentham Princ, Legist, i. §1 But enough of 
metaphor and declamation, a 1704 Gibbon Autobiog, 90, I 
was conscious myself that my style, above prose and below 
poetry, degenerated into a verbose and turgid declamation. 
1874 Morley Compromise (1886) 53 Exacerbated declama- 
tion in favor of ancient dogma against modern science. 

4 . A speech of a rhetorical kind expressing strong 
feeling and addressed to the passions of the hearers ; 
a declamatory speech, a harangue. 

1594 Hookes Eccl. Pol. in. viii. '1610 98 The cause why 
such declamations preuaill so greatly, is, for that men suffer 
themselues. to be deluded. 1631 Wekvkr Anc. Fun. Mon. 
23 But this was but one of Caesars rodamantadoes, or 
thundring declamations. 1688 Fenton Guardians Instr. 47 
The constant Declamations against us of those intruding 
members, a 1715 Burnet Own Time (1766) II. 216 It was 
only an insolent declamation .. full 01 fury and indecent 
invectives. 1856 Emerson Eng. Traits, First Visit Wks. 

{ Bohn) 11,4 On this, he [Coleridge} burst into a declamation 
on the folly and ignorance of Unitarianism. 

t De*clamator, Obs. [a. L. declamator, n. of 
action from decldmdre to Declaim.] One who 
practises declamation ; a declaimer. 

2387 Trevisa Higden (Rolls) IV. 401 Iulius Gallic., was 
[the] best declamator of alle. 1530 Klvot Gov. i. xiii, They 
Whiche _do onely teache rhetorike. .ought to be named 
rhetoricians, declamatours, artificial! spelters,. or any other 
name than oratours. 1624 F. White Repl. Fisher 590 Sir 
Declamator, you vsurpe Radamanthus his office. 1699 
Bentley Thai Introd. 7 Was ever any Declamator's Case 
so extravagantly put ? 17x0 Steele Tatter No. 56 r x Who 
could, I say, hear this generous Declamator without being 
fired by his noble Zeal ? 

Declamatory (dfklse-matori), a. (sb.) [ad. L. 
dccldmdtbri-us, 1. dhidmdtdr-em : see prec. and 
-dry,] Of or pertaining to rhetorical declaiming; 
of the nature of, or characterized by* declamation. 

xg8x M u I.CAST er Posi lions x. (r88 7) 57 To pronounce .* 
orations and other declamatory argumentes. 1621 Burton 
Anat. Mel. n. ii. vi. iii, To leaue all declamatory speeches 
in praise of divine Musiek. <1x639 Wotton (JA, This., 
became a declamatory theme amongst the religious men of 
that age. 1703 Mason Ch, Mm. i. 5 That peculiar species 
of Music, which may be called declamatory. 1807 G. 
Chalmers Caledonia I. in. vii. 393 note. This pretended 
charter is very suspicious : its style is too declamatory. x88o 
L. Stephen Pope iii. 7^ It is in the true declamatory pas- ■ 
sages that Pope is at his best. 

f b. Characterized by declamation against some- 
thing ;• denunciatory. Obs. 

1589 Nashs Greene's Menaphon Bed. xo Least in this tie- 
clarnatorie vaine, 1 should condemne all and commend none, 
t B. sb. A declamatory spe ch. Obs. 

2688 1 / Estrange Brief Hist. Times nr. xs Then’s the ■ 
l"ime for Dedamatoryes, and Exaggerations, 

Hence Decla'matorlness, the quality of being 
declanmtory. 

„ *844 A oreign Q. Rett, 'XXXIII. 352 The general character- 
istics of Linguet’s oratory are declamatoriness and paradox. ■ 

f Decla rable, a,. Obs. [f. L. decldm-re + 
-Br,E; viewed also as f. Declare 4- -able.] 
Capable of being declared, shown, or made known. 

1646 SirT. Browne Pseud. ER m. iv, xi» T‘hisbdeciare- 
able from the best' and most professed Writers^ ■ Ibid. iv. xiii. 
1678 Cudworth Intetl. Sysf. 23 Right Reason k of two 
mrtp. . Of which the Divine Is inexpressible, but the Humane 
declarable. . 


DECLARATION 

Declarant (dJkle®‘rant). [f. F. dMarani 
or L. declarant-em, pr. pple. of decldrdre to De- 
claim : see -ant.] One who makes a declaration : 
esp. in Law. 

x68x Glanvill Sadducismm rr. 296 Declares, that [etc,], , 
and that this was after the Declarant's renouncing of her 
Baptism. 1753 J. Stewart in Scots Mag, June {1753) 285/2 
The declarant was at Edinburgh. x8x8 Scott Rob Roy viii, 
The declaration farther set forth that. . he, the said declarant, 
was informed that they were of the worst description. x888 
Times 29 Oct. 5/3 The object of requiring the signature of 
the declarant is to fix liability for false declarations. 
Declaration (deklaif i jon). Also 4-5 -acioun, 
4 6 -acion. [a. F. declaration or ad. L. dec lard- 
tiem-em, n. ©faction f. decldrdre to Declare,] 
f 1. The action of making clear or clearing up 
(anything obscure or not understood) ; elucidation,- 
explanation, interpretation. Obs. 

0x374 Chaucer Boeth. m. x. (Cainb. BIS.) 71.72 Thyse 
geometryens whan they; han sbewyd hyr proposicioum ben 
wont to bryngen in thinges Jjat they ckpyn porysmes or 
declaraciouns of forseyde thinges. 1:1391 -- Astral, u § 4 
And for the more deciaracioiin, lo here the figure, 1527 
JR. Thorne in Hakluyt Voy.\x 589') 253 For more declaration 
of the said Card map]. 5 t$ 3* s -*3 Act 24 Hm, VIII t e* 5 
For the dcclaracion of the wlnche ambygnitee and double. 
2656 11 . Philui'S P unit Pat L (1676) 37 Tins 'fable is so 
plain, that it needs no declaration, 
f 2, The setting forth or expounding of a topic; 
exposition, description, relation. Obs. 

1382 Wyci.if Dent. xvii. t& He shal discritie. ,a decla- 
raaoun of tins la we [deutenmomium" legit ktijuxl'm a 
volyro. 1460 Cakjrave Citron. 17 The chiltlirn of Noe . . of 
who* issew here scha! be a declaration. 1553 T. Wilson 
Rhet. 95 A description or an evident declaration of a ihyog 
as though we sane it even now doen *619 Mirr, Mag. 
Title-p , With a Declaration of all the Warres, Battels and 
Sea-fights, during her Reigne. *64* Perkins Prof, Bk. v. 
8437, 189 Of Dower * ad ostium eeelesias * a^goad declaration 
hath beene made by Master Littleton in hi* first book. 

3. The action of stating, telling, setting forth, or 
announcing openly, explicitly or formally ; positive 
statement or assertion ; an assertion, announcement 
or proclamation in emphatic, solemn, or lefiai terras. 

1340 Ham pole Pr, Cause, 9606 J>nn sal he deme itksi nacyon, 
And nmk a fynal dedaracyon Of all*: fws domes by for shewed, 
1426 in Surtees Misc, 1x890' 9 Apon ' |»is deelamc'cMi made, 
1547 in Vicar/ s A not, 11888) App.'iii. 161 Cr*j»*e* to be sett 
vpon mens dores for the declaradon of the plage. *^94 
Hooker Eccl. Pol, 1. ill 161 x 5 His promises are nothing 
else but declarations what God will do for the good of men. 
xfigt Hobbes l.eviath. u. xxi. ■ 114 If he - dye . . without 
declaration of his Hey re. *75* Johnson Rambler No, 15a 
F 3 Declarations of fidelity. 1796 Jahk Acstkh Seme '4 
Sens, (1849) 33 lu spite of Mariannes declaration that the 
day would tie lastingly fair, *856 Ekoijuii Hfat. Ewg. 118581 
I. iii. 262 The pope made a public declamtioii with respect 
to the dispute, x88x Back hot Blog. Similes ago .The first 
declaration of love was made by the lady, 

4. a. Declaration of war ; formal announcement 
or proclamation by a Power of the commencement 
of host i I it ies aga inst tuoi her .Power, A Iso dec f am* 
lion of peace. 

X387 Trevisa Higden (Rolls) 1 . 243 When f»e Romayne* 
woTde worry in eny fond, schtiide oon goo , . and rierefiche 
declare, pt mat ire and cause of the w'erre, awl \mt declar- 
acioun was kleped ckrigatio, x.548 Hau. CJmm soy She 
was sent . . with a plain overture and declamt tt»n of peace. 
176* Unit*. Mag. Feb, 99 The following is a .Declaration of 
War by Spain against "Great Britain dated the 16th of 
January, '*803 Mdin, Rev. Jan, 3% Declarations of war 
and peace, when presented by the executive to. the legb* 
Drive body, are to be adopted fete.}. x8a® Namk* Hist* 
Penim, War I, 137 I’he invasion of Napoleon produced a 
friendly alliance -between those countries without a declar- 
ation of jieace. < *843 .Polson in KntycL Metrof, 728/1 The 
custom of making a declaration of war to the enemy, pre- 
vious to the commencement of hiMilmeit* N of great anti- 
quity, and was practised even by the Romans , . Since, 
however, the pern e of Versailles, in \ t *111 It dr< hir»tioi« 
have been discontinued, ami the present usage is, for the 
mate with, whom- the war commence* lo publish a manifesto 
within it* own territories, 

b. Dechmlmt of the poll : the public official 
announcement of the numbers \mUvtl for each can- 
didate at an election. Hence attrib. in declaration 
dap. 

*863 If. ’Cox Imtit, r, viii. x 14 Upon the cloning of the poll, 
the poll-book* are scaled, and krpt under »wd until the 
declaration of the poll, ^ x%2 Daily Emm 14 iht, %T 0 a 
the morning: of declaration day, there arrived rejmits about 
Some district* in which the polling had been large, 

5. The action of declaring for or against (ice 

Declare v. 8). 

*73)$ lluTLitt Ami 1. id, Wks, 1I74I, §3 The natural fear 
. which restrain'-* from surit crimes, m a declamikm of 

nature against them, 

tJ. A proclamation or public statement as era- 
bodied in a document, instr it merit, or public act. 
Declaration if Indulgence*, me 

Declaration v/ Rights : the ParliiiBieiitary declarntbn of 

1689 ; *iee Right, 

Declaration f Imicpmdemr ; die public act by wbi« H the 
American Continental Con^n-m, on July 4*h, d«* Send 

the North American colonies to he fort and I«tfr|H*ndent of 
Great Britain ; the document in whit h this h emWli#d. 

Dainmtim 'f Paris : a tlipliwiatic in itruiuent aignad by 
the repr«seatatives&f the powers at the Congres* of Pam m 
1.836, settling^ and defining impart ant .points of ii»riiin»«.liiw 
atfectinr belligerents and neutrals in time of war, 

*6S9 B» Haw is Psrkmfs Irm Age xM A petition from 
wiie Lords in England, coufariaalite m ifm .mm& points fo a 
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Declaration of the Scots, which they called the intention of 
their Army. 1660 Marvell Corr. vi. Wks. 1872-5 II. 25 
To-morrow the Bill for enacting his Majestye’s Declaration 
in religious matters is to haue its first reading. 1776 A nn. 
Reg. 261 A Declaration by the Representatives of the United 
States of America, in General Congress assembled, July 4. 
1780 Impartial Hist. War Amer. 335 These Articles, as 
well as the Declaration of independence, were published in 
all the Colonies. 1816 Scott Old Mart, xxxvii, The declar- 
ation of Indulgence issued by Charles II. 1846 M c Culloch 
Acc. Brit . Empire (1854) II. 209 The principal abuses that 
had characterized the government of the two preceding 
reigns, were also enumerated and digested into an instru- 
ment, called a Declaration and Claim of Rights, presented 
and assented to, by the new sovereigns. 

7 . Law . a. The plaintiff’s statement of claim in 
an action ; the writing or instrument in which this 
is made. 

1483 Act 1 Rich. If/, c. 6 § 1 The Plaintiff. . [shall] make 
Oath . . that the Contract . . comprised in the same Declara- 
tion [etc.]. 1579 W. Rastell Termes of Law, Declaration 
is a shewinge forth in writing of the griefe and complaynt 
of the demaundant or pleintife, against the tenant or defen- 
dant. 1642 Perkins Prof. Bk. ii. § 151. 67 The declaration 
shall abate. 1672 Wycherley Love in Wood Ded., No 
man with papers in ’s hand is more dreadful than a poet; 
no, not a lawyer with his declarations. 1768 Blackstone 
Comm. III. 203 As soon as this action Is brought, and the 
complaint fully stated in the declaration. 1817 W. Selwyn 
Law Nisi Prius II. 783 The first count in the declaration. 

b. A simple affirmation allowed to be taken, in 
certain cases, instead of an oath or solemn affirma- 
tion. 

1834 A ct 5-6 Will. IV, c. 62. 1848 Wharton Law Lex. 
164 By 5 & 6 Wm. iy, c. 62, for the abolition of unnecessary 
oaths, any justice . . is empowered to take voluntary declara- 
tions in the^ form specified in the act. And any person 
wilfully making such declaration false, in any material par- 
ticular, shall be guilty of a misdemeanour. 

c. In the Custom-house; see Declare v. 10 c. 

1853 Act 1 6 # 17 Viet. c. 107 § 186 The master of the ship 
in which such goods shall be laden shall before clearance 
make and subscribe a declaration before the proper officer 
of customs. 1876 Act 39 <§• 40 Viet. c. 36 § 58. 

d. The creation or acknowledgement of a trust 
or use in some form of writing; any writing 
whereby a trust or use is constituted or proved to 
exist. 

<21626 Bacon Max. <§* Uses Comm. Law xiv. ("1636) 56 De- 
clarations evermore are countermandable in their natures. 
1818 Cruise Digest (ed. 2) I. 449 The only point for which 
they contended was, that the articles . . under which they 
claimed, amounted to a good declaration of the uses of 
recovery. Ibid. 463 A declaration of trust requires no par- 
ticular form, provided it be proved or manifested in writing. 
1827 Jarman Powells Devises (ed. 3) II. 75 There being no 
declaration of the trust of the money beyond the life of the 
wife, it resulted to the heir. 

e. Scots Law. * In criminal proceedings the ac- 
count which a prisoner, who has been apprehended 
on suspicion of having committed a crime, gives 
of himself on his examination, which is taken 
down in writing * (Bell Diet. s.v.). 

Dying declaration : a declaration made by a person on 
his deathbed, which is admitted as evidence in a prosecution 
for homicide. 

Judicial declaration : the statement^ taken down in 
writing, of a party when judicially examined as to the par- 
ticular facts in a civil action. _ 

18x8 Scott Hrt. Midi, xxiii, It . . usually happens that 
these declarations become the means of condemning the 
accused, as it were, out of their own mouths. x86x W. Bell 
Diet. Law Scot . 256 The magistrate’s proper duty is dis- 
tinctly to inform the prisoner not only that it is optional for 
him to make a declaration or not as he pleases, but also 
that what he says may afterwards be used against him on 
his trial. 

8. In the game of bezique : see quot. 

1870 Mod. Hoyle 153 Declaration is the act of declaring 
a score by the process of placing^ certain cards upon the 
table. Ibid. 148 The last declaration must be made before 
the last two cards are drawn. 

: Declara tionist. nonce-wd. One who joins 
in or signs a declaration. 

_ 1892 Times y Jan. 10/5 We are indebted to the declaration- 
ists for bringing this controversy again before the public. 

Declarative (dfkljrrativ), a. ( sb .) [a. F. dd- 
claratif, -ive, or ad. L. decldrailv-us, f. ppl. stem 
of deddrdre to Declare ; see - ive.] Characterized 
by declaring (in the various senses of the vb.). 

+ 1 . Making clear, manifest, or evident. Oh. 

, a 1536 Tindale Wks. 67 (R.) Notwithstanding y® sonne «s 
the cause declaratiue wherby we know that the other is 
a father. 1644 Bulwer Chiral, x All the declarative conceits 
of Gesture, 1646 P. Bulkeley Gospel Covt. iv. 337 These 
kind of promises . . are declarative, making manifest who be 
those true beleivers to whom the life promised, .doth belong. 
a 1665 J. Goodwin Filled w, the Spirit 1x867) 329 Holy 
and zealous impressions upon the hearts . , of men may be 
declarative of their being filled with the Spirit of God. 
X772 Fletcher Logica Genev. 43 The declarative evidences 
..whether or no he was among the trees of righteousness. 

t b* That manifests itself or is capable of mani- 
festation. Obs. 

1642 T. Hodges Glimpse 36 Every thing whereby the de- 
clarative highness® of this great God is advanced, a 1679 
Gurnall in Spurgeon Treas. Daw. Ps. cii. 16 His declarative 
glory then appears, when the glory of his mercy, truth and 
faithfulness break forth in his people’s salvation. 

2 . Characterized by making declaration ; of the 
nature of a declaration or formal assertion. De- 
clarative act } statute , etc. *= Declaratory act, etc. 
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1628 T. Spencer Logick 153 A declaratiue, or pronouncing 
sentence. 2646 S. Bolton Arraignm. Err. 136 Ministerial!, 
declaratiue, subordinate J udges. x66x Br amhall Just Find. 
iii. 31 Whether the Act or Statute . . were operative or de- 
clarative, creating new right, or manifesting, or restoring 
old right. 1692 B p. Patrick A nsw. Touchstone gj The only 
Question is, Whether their Absolution be only declarative, 
or also operative? 175s Carte Hist. Eng. IV. 335 It was a 
declarative law. 1824 L. Murray Eng. Gram. led. 5 » I. 270 
The best method of discovering the proper case of the pro- 
noun, in such phrases., is, to turn them into declarative 
expressions, 
b. Const, of. 

1642 Chas. I Answ. Declar. Both Houses x July, Accord- 
ing to the Common Law (of which the Statute is but de- 
clarative'. X774 Pennant TonrScotl. in 1772, 16 An inscrip- 
tion, declarative of his munificence towards the church. 286 6 
Grosart in Lismore Papers Introd. 12 Much of the record 
. . is declarative of a wish on the part of the Founder of the 
History to win the ear of posterity. 

f 3 . Of a person : Declaring oneself, declaring or 
uttering one’s opinion ; communicative. Obs. 

1647 N. Bacon Disc. Govt. Eng. 1. vi. (1739) 14 The times 
were too tender to endure them to be declarative on either 
part. 1748 Richardson Clarissa (1811J III. xli. 240 He was 
still more declarative afterwards. 

B. sb. A declaratory statement or act. 

1631 N. Bacon Disc. Govt. Eng. 11. x. (17391 57 Not as an 
Introduction of a new Law, but as a Declarative of the old. 
1865 Bushnell Vicar. Sacr. m. i. 201 As declaratives of 
natural consequence. 

Declaratively, adv. [f. prec. + -ly 2.] in 
a declarative maimer, by way of declaration or 
distinct assertion ; t by way of manifestation. 

1623 Ussher Answ. Jesuit 132 [They] doe discharge that 
part of their function which concerneth forgivenesse of sinnes, 
partly operatively, partly declaratively. 1652 Eng lands 
Comnionw. 20 A man whom . . this State had declaratively 
disclaimed. 1671 F lavel Fount, of Life xii. 55 Not only 
declaratively or by way of manifestation, a 2848 R. W. 
Hamilton Few. $ Punishm. iv. (1853) 175 Still more 
declaratively is the connexion told. 

+ De clarator, sbf Obs. [a. L. declarator , 
agent-n. from declar are to Declare.] One who 
declares or makes manifest ; an informer, 

<21377 Sir T. Smith Commw. Eng. 1x633) 100 The other 
part to the Declarator, Detector or Informer. 

Declarator (dzldaeTatm), sb.% Sc. [represent- 
ing F. dklaratoire ( acte , sentence declar atoire ), 
med.L. decldrdtorius , - a , -21m : see Declaratory.] 
A declaratory statement, 4 a legal or authentic de- 
claration* (Jam.). ( Action of) declarator (Sc.Law) : 
a form of action in the Court of Session, in which 
something is prayed to be declared judicially, the 
legal consequences being left to follow as a matter 
of course. 

1367 Sc. Acts Jas. VI (18x4) 28 (Jam.) Desyring our 
souerane lord, etc., to gif declaratour to the said William 
Dowglas . . that he has done his detfull diligence. 1599 
J as. I RacrtA. Awpou 1x603) *7 Your pronouncing of sen- 
tences, or declaratour of your, will in judgement. 1746-7 
Act 20 Geo. II, c. 50 § 3 The citation in the general decla- 
rator of non-entry. 1864 Daily I el. 13 June, The Scotch 
courts have a kind of action called a declarator of mar- 
riage, in which they affirm or negative the abstract pro- 
position that two persons are married persons. 1876 Grant 
Burgh Sch. Scotl. il. i. 92 They raised a summons of de- 
clarator against the Council concluding that Elgin Academy 
was a public School. 2884 Law Reports 9 App. Cases 305 
The present action was brought, .for declarator of his right 
to one-half of the heritable estate. 

Declaratorily (cUklse'ratorili), adv. [f. De- 
claratory +-ly 2 .] In a declaratory manner ; in 
the form of a declaration. 

x$88 J. Harvey Disc . Probl. 103 The resolution of 
Cyprianus Leouitius .. is declaratoi-ily deliuered in the end 
of this Prognosticon. 1616 Jas. I Sp. in St arre -Chamber 20 
June 10, 1 tooke this occasion, .here In this Seate of ludge- 
ment, not judicially, but declaratorily and openly to giue 
those directions. 1646 Sir T, Browne Pseud. Ep. vn. 
xvil, 376 [They] have both declaratorily confirmed the 
same. 

Declaratory (d/klse*ratori), a. and sb. [ad. 
L. type declar atori-us, -a, - um , f. decldrdtor-em a 
declarer: see -ory. Cf. F. dklaratoire (16th c.).] 
Having the function of declaring, setting forth, or 
explaining; having the nature or form of a declara- 
tion ; affirmatory. 

Declaratory act or statute : one which declares or explains 
what the existing law is. Declaratory action (Sc. Law)= 
Action of Declarator. Declaratory judgement ox decree'. 
one which simply declares the rights of the parties or the 
opinion of the court as to what the law is. 

1587 Fleming Conin. Holinshedlll. x 362/2 The explication 
or meaning of the bull declarators made by Pius the fift 
against Elisabeth, a 1631 Donne in Select. (1840) 67 Neither 
would this profit without the declaratory justification. 1648 
in Clarendon Hist. Reb. xl (1843' 679/2 A recital in a new 
law, which was not a declaratory law of what the law was 
formerly in being. 1699 Burnet 39 Art. xxv. (1700) 27 6 
The power of pardoning is only declaratory. 1787 J, Bar- 
low Oration 4 July 7 That declaratory Act of Independ- 
ence, which gave being to an empire, 1845 Polson in 
Encycl. Metro/ . 852/1 Actions known to Scottish law ... 
Declaratory actions, wherein the right of the pursuer is 
craved to he declared, but nothing is claimed to be done by 
the defender. 1837 Gladstone Glean. VI. xliii. 74 The case 
is not one of divorce at all, but of a declaratory process 
where the marriage had been originally null. 1884 A. R. 
Pennington Wiclifviu. 257 With regard to Penance and 
Absolution, he holds the view of the Church of England, 
that the office of the priest is declaratory. 
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Tb. Const, of. 

x66o R. Coke Power Svbj. 227 That the Statute, .should 
he but declaratory of the ancient and common Law of tills 
Land. 1791 Mackintosh Vind. Gallicse Wks, 1846 III, 26 
Resolutions declaratory of adherence to their' former decrees. 
1876 Bancroft Hist. U. S. III. x. 431 The decision was 
declaratory of the boundary. 1884 Law Reports 9 App. 
Cases 95 The Bills of Exchange Act* 1882 .. is declaratory 
of the prior law. . 

+B. sb. A declaratory order ; a declaration. Obs. 
.1577 State Trials , Dk. of Norfolk (Rl, A summary cogni- 
tion in the cases of controversy, with a small declaratory to 
have followed. 1691 Agreement w. Denmark (MS. Treaties 
96), His Majesty . . has thoughtfitt to issue out a Declaratory 
or Ordonnance . . concerning the Shipping and the carrying 
on of their Commerce with France. 

t DeclaTature. Oh. rare. [f. ppl. stem of 
L. decldrdre to Declare + -ure.] = Declaration. 

1729 Wodro'tv Corr. (18431 III. 440 That deposition was not 
the fit state of the vote, but acquiesce and harmony if pos- 
sible in the declarature. 

Declare (d/kle»*j), V. Also 4-5 declar, 6 de- 
clair, -aj re. [a. F. diclare-r , ad. L. decldrd-re to 
clear up, make clear or evident, f. De- I. 3 + cldr-its 
clear, cldrdre to make clear. OF. had desclairier, 

f. des-, de - (De- I. 6) + clair clear, which was gra- 
dually brought, through dedairir , declairer , into 
conformity with the L. type.] 

+ 1 . trans. To make clear or plain (anything that 
is obscure or imperfectly understood) ; to clear up, 
explain, expound, interpret, elucidate. 

c 1323 E. E. A Hit. P. B. x6i8 And J? a 5 b e mater be merk 
,, He shal de-clar hit also, as hit on clay stande. <7x400 
Las if rands Cirurg. 72 Declarynge & openynge doutis. 
1526 Pilgr. Perf. tW. de W. 1531) 56 Yf I sholde reherse 
them . . excepte I sholde also declare them, they sholde not 
moche profyte. 1530 Palsgr. 508/2 1 1 Is no nede to declare 
it, the mater is playne ynoughe. 1638 Chilungw. Relig. 
Prat. 1. ii. § 12. 58 That those [things] which are obscure 
should remain obscure, untill he please to declare them. 
a 1691 Boyle (J.), To declare this a little, we must assume 
that the surfaces of such bodies are exactly smooth. 

*j* 2 . To manifest, show forth, make known ; to 
nnfold, set forth (facts, circumstances, etc.) ; to 
describe, state in detail ; to recount, relate. Obs. 

c 1340 Hamfole Prose Tr. 23, 1 shade telle and declare to 
the a litille of this more opynly, <71400 Maundkv. {18391 v. 
53 For to declare 30U the othere weyes, that drawen toward 
Babiloyne. 1326 Pilgr. Perf « W, de W. 1531), The cause. . 
shall be more playnly declared in the seconde boke. a 1533 
Ld. Berners Huon xlii. 140 He declared to them the dethe 
of his brother. 1582 N. T. t Rhem.) A c/s xx. 27 For I haue not 
spared to declare vnto you al the counsel of God. x6o6 Hol- 
land Sueton. 76 He wrote, .somewhat ofhis owne life: which 
hee declared [L. exposuit] in thirty books. 1703 Moxon 
Mech. Excrc. 237, I will declare their Method of Working. 
+ 3 . intr. To make exposition or relation of, 
1393 Gower Conf III. 128 Of other sterres how they fare, 
I tmnke hereafter to declare, c 1400 Maundev. (Roxb.) xvi, 
72 Here hafe I talde 30W and declared of be Haly Land and 
of cuntreez }>er aboute. <7x470 Henry Wallace v. 528 He. . 
To thaim declarde off all this paynfull cas. 1326 Tindalk 
Actsxvii.a And thre saboth dayes declared of the scriptures 
unto them. <1x333 Ld. Berners Huon exxv. 452 The 
whiche he shewycl to syr Barnarde, and declaryd of the 
fountayne and gardayne. 

4 . tram. Of things : To manifest, show, demon- 
strate, prove. 

In later quots. there is association with 5. 

<7x386 Chaucer Knits T. 1498 The fires which that on myn. 
auter brenne Shulle thee declaren . . Thyn auenture of loue. 
<7x391 — Astral. 11. § 6 j$if any degree in thi zodiak be dirk, 
his nadire shal declare him. ^ 1333 Elyot Cast. H cl the 11539) 
57 b, Suche maner of vomite declareth corruption. 1335 
Coverdale Ps. xviii. [xix.] x The very heauens declare the 
glory off God. 1368 E. Tilney Disc. Marriage C iij, Much 
tabling declareth a foolishe head. 1667 Milton P. L. iv. 
300 His fair large Front and Eye sublime declar'd Absolute 
rule. x66S Culpepper & Cole Bart hoi. A nat. iv. ii. 338 
Many Sceletons .. declare that the Cartilago scutiformis 
. . is changed into the hard substance of a Bone. s8xo 
Scott Lady of L. 1. xxv, Nor track nor pathway might 
declare That human foot frequented there. 

5 . To make known or state publicly, formally, or 
in explicit terms ; to assert, proclaim, announce or 
pronounce by formal statement or in solemn terms. 

<r 3330 R. Brunne Chron. (1810) 314 per foure at Rome ware, 
to areson J?e pape, pe right for to declare. 1397 Rolls of 
Parlt. III.378/2 As it is more pleynleche declared in the same 
Commission, c 1400 Des.tr. Troy 2x47 Qwen the kyng had 
his counsell declaret to theende. 13. . ? Dunbar Whs. (1893) 
264/3 His name of confort I will declair, Welcom, my awin 
Lord Thesaurair ! 1648 Dk, Hamilton in H. Papers 

(Camden) 234 You shall declare in name of this kingdome 
that they nor their forces will not admitt . . the excepted 
persons. 1827 Jarman Powell's Devises (ed. 3) II. 165 
A testator, after declaring his intention to dispose of all his 
worldly estate. 1836 Froude Hist. Eng. (1858) I. ii. 3 x r 
The parliament itself declared in formal language that they 
would resist any attempt. 

b. with compl. : a person, etc, (to be) something, 
1338 Starkey England 1. iv. 124 To declay re peny tent 
heartys ..to be absoluyd from the faute ' , therof, 1640 State 
Trials, Earl Strafford (R.), No man hath ever been declared 
a traitor, either by king or parliament, except [etc,]. 1639 
B. H arris Parival's Iron Age 269 The Chancellor declared 
him Major, as being entred into the fourteenth yeare of his 
age. 3667 Milton P.L. vi, 728 That thou in me well pleas’d 
declarst thy will Fulfill’d. 1765-9 Blackstone Comm. 1. xvi. 
(1793) I". 578 When a woman . , declares herself with child. 1848 
Macaulay Hist. Eng. II. 315 [He] declared himself a member 
of the Church of Rome. ' 1874 Green Short Hist. vi. § 4. 
312 The end of all punishment he declares to 'be reformation.. 
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C. To declare war : to make formal and public 
proclamation of hostilities against (f to) another 
power. 

155a Huloet, Declare warres, artna canere , beltum indi- 
cere, 1681 Salgado Symbiosis 6 Of Angels, .some declared 
war against God. 1761 Chesterf. Lett. IV. ccclx. 178 , 1 have 
now good reason to believe that Spain will declare war to 
us. 1763 Genii. Mag, Mar. 108 Before the war just now 
concluded was declared. 1827 Examiner 422/1 France. . 
has formally declared war against Algiers. 1831 Ibid. 321/1 
The Duke. .had declared war. 

d. To declare a dividend : to announce officially 
a (specified) dividend as payable. 

6 . To state emphatically ; to affirm, aver, assert. 

1709 Steele Tatter No. 135 P t He declares, he would 

rather he in the Wrong with Plato, than in the Right with 
such Company. 1752 Johnson Rambler No. 199 P 15 One 
young lady .. declared that she scorned to separate her 
wishes from her acts. 1841 D’Israeli Amen . Lit. (x8 67) 
136 Spenser , . declared that the language of Chaucer was 
the purest English, i860 Tyndall Glac. 1. x. 67 Who at 
first declared four guides to be necessary. 

fo. Used as a mere asseveration, 
i8ix L. M. Hawkins Ctess 4* Gertr . i. 8, T declare to 
goodness. 1839 Cath. Sinclair Holiday House xv. 300, 
1 declare poor Frisk is going to be sick! 1849 Longf. 
Kavanagh Prose Wks, 1886 II. xxix. 408 Well, I declare l 
If it is not Mr. Kavanagh ! 1889 Earl of Desart Lit, 
Chatelaine II. xxiti. 107, I declare, I long to see your 
niece. 

7. To declare oneself : a. to avow or proclaim 
one’s opinions, leanings, or intentions; b. to 
make known or reveal one’s true character, identity, 
or existence ; also fig. of things. 

c isag Wolsey in Ellis Grig. Lett. 1. II. 5 So declaryng 
your sylf therin that the world may perceive [etc.], a 1626 
Bacon (J,), In Caesar’s army somewhat the soldiers would 
have had, yet they would not declare themselves in it, but 
only demanded a discharge, a 1680 Butler Rem. (17591 L 
237 As Thistles wear the softest Down, To hide their 
Prickles till they’re grown; And then declare themselves 
and tear Whatever ventures to come near, a 1719 Addi- 
son (J.), We are a considerable body, who, upon a 
proper occasion, would not fail to declare ourselves. 1S83 
Standard 7 Sept. 4/6 A politician who could hardly 
declare himself with frankness without. .alienating one or 
other of the sections of which his Part y was composed. 1884 
Weekly Times 7 Nov. 2/4 Wherever a spark fell.. a little 
fire promptly declared itself. 

c. with for or against , etc. Cf. 8. 

1631 Beaulieu Let in Crt.fy Times Chas. I (1848) II. 155 
The circle of the Lower Saxony have now declared them- 
selves for him. 1697 Dampier Voy. I. Introd. p. vi, I. .now 
declared myself on the side of those that were Out-voted. 
1840 Thirlwall Greece VII. 303 Alexander, .declared him- 
self for Cassander. 1867 Smiles Huguenots Eng. ix. 144 
Protestant children were invited to declare themselves 
against the religion of their parents. 

8 . intr. (for refi.) To declare for (in favour of), 
or against : to make known or avow one’s sym- 
pathy, opinion, or resolution to act, for or against. 

16.. Jer. Taylor (J.VThe internal faculties of will and 
understanding, decreeing and declaring against them. 1659 
B. Harris ParivaPs Iron Age 216 Poyer, and Powell, for- 
merly for the Parliament.. declared against them. 1706 
Hearne Collect. 3 Apr., A Man . . for siding with both 
Parties. . . and not declaring . . for either. 1754 Chatham 
Lett. Nephew iv. 23 The adhering. .to false and dangerous 
notions, only because one has declared for them. 1823 
Lamb Elia Ser. 11. Poor ReL, He declareth against fish. 
1855 Macaulay Hist. Eng. Ill, 642 Wexford had declared 
for King William. 1881 Henty Comet of Horse xvii. 175 
Rupert naturally declared at once for the journey to 
Paris. 

f b. To declare for : to declare oneself a candi- 
date for ; to make a bid for. Obs, 

1666 Pepys # Diary i 1879) VI. 44 To discourse of the further 
quantity of victuals fit to be declared for, 1701 W. Wotton 
Hist Rome 385 These Fancy's led one Severus. -to declare 
for the Empire. 1769 Goldsm. Hist. Rome (1786) II. 456 
Those who at first instigated him to declare for the throne. 

9. To declare off : to state formally that one is ‘ off 1 
with a bargain or undertaking ; to break off an 
engagement, practice, etc. ; to withdraw, back out. 
colloq. (Rarely trans.) 

1749 Fielding Tom Jones xv. ix, Propose marriage, .and 
she will declare off in a moment. 1766 Goldsm. Vic. IV. 
xiii, No, I declare oft; I’ll fight no more. 1791 Gouv. 
Morris in Sparks Life ^ Writ. (1832) III. 19, 1 contrived 
to get clear by declaring off from being a candidate, 1812 
Sporting Mag. XXXIX. 188 Many declared oil their bets. 
1876 G. Eliot Dari. Der. yin. lxiv. 573 When it came to the 
point, Mr. Haynes declared off, and there has been no one 
to take it since. 

10. Law. a. intr. To make a declaration or 
statement of claim as plaintiff in an action. Also 
with that. 

15x2 Act ^ Hen. VJtl, c. 20 § 2 If eny of theym be non- 
sure in any of the said Appel is after they have appered and 
declared in the same, a 1626 Bacon Max. <§• Uses Com,. Law 
III- (1636' 20 Her demand is of a moity, and shee declares 
Upon the custom® of the Realme. 16421 Perkins Prof Bk. 
ii. §151 If an action of debt be brought by administrators 
and they declare that [etc.]. 1768 Blackstone Comm. III. 
xi 3 The party applying for the prohibition is directed by 
the court to declare in prohibition, 

b. trans. To make a formal statement consti- 
tuting or acknowledging (a trust or useb 
1677 Act 29 Chas. II, q, 3 § 7 That all declarations or 
creations of trusts or confidences , .shall he. .proved by some 
writing, signed by the party who is by law enabled to declare 
such trust.' .. 1767 Blackstone Comm. II. 363 If these deeds 
are made previous to the fine or recovery, they are called 
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deeds to lead the uses; if subsequent, deeds to declare 
them, x8i8 Cruise Digest (ed. 2 ) VI, 392 Where the trusts 
and limitations were expressly declared. 

c. To make a full and proper statement of or as 
to (goods liable to duty) ; to name (such and such 
dutiable goods) as being in one’s possession, trans. 
and intr. 

17x4 Fr. Bk. of Rates 158 Without declaring and reporting 
thereof, and paying the Duties and Customs which they are 
so subject to. 1762 Univ. Mag. Feb. 99 All merchants who 
shall have in their possession any cod, or other fish, .shall. . 
declare the same and deliver an account thereof. X872 
Howells Wedd . Journ. 279 ‘Perhaps we’d better declare 
some of these things ’..‘I won’t declare a thread! Mod. 
(Revenue Officer) * Have you anything to declare ? 

11. In the game of bezique : To announce (a par- 
ticular score) by laying down the cards which yield 
the score; to lay the cards face up on the table 
for this purpose, trans. or absol. 

1870 Mod. Hoyle 147 (Besiqnl) The winner of the trick 
now declares, if he has anything to declare. 

1 12. trans. To clear (a person) of a charge or 
imputation. Obs. 

1460 Poston Lett No. 347 I. 508 [We were] mistrusted to 
our grete vilanye and rebuke, wheche muste be answerd 
the causes why, and we declared. 1463-4 Plumpton Corr. 
p. lxx, Our welbeloved William Plompton Kt. hath truly, 
sufficiently, & clearly declared himself of all manner 
matters that have been said or surmised against him, & 
so we hold him thereof for fully excused & declared. 

Declared (d/lde^jd), ppl. a. [f. prec. + ~ep.] 
Openly or formally made known by words or 
something equivalent ; openly avowed, professed. 

1651 Hobbes Leviath. n. xxviii. 163 Harme inflicted upon 
one that is a declared enemy. X722 Wodroiu Corr, (1843 - 1 1 . 
661, I was glad to observe a declared inclination to write 
the lives of our remarkably learned men. 1781 Gibbon Decl. 
<4 F . HI. 92 Declared and devout Pagans. 1828 Scott 
F. M. Perth xxv, A declared lover. 1884 Pall Mall G. 

2 Sept. 8/1 The present condition of affairs is most trying, 
and a declared state of war would be preferable. 

Declaredly (d/kle^redli), adv. [f. prec. + 
-LY -.] In a declared manner ; with formal declara- 
tion ; professedly, avowedly, etc, 

X644 J. Goodwin Innoc. Triumph. (1645) 44 Many by 
being declaredly ingag’d for such or such an opinion. 1664 
More Myst. lutq. xiii. 42 They apertly and declaredly pro- 
fess that there is only one true Goa. 1748 Richardson 
Clarissa (x8rt) I. xo Had not her uncle brought him de- 
claredly as a suitor to her? 1844 H. H. Wilson Brit. 
India III. 130 The states, .were not declaredly at war. 

Decla*re&ness. rare. [f. as prec. + -ness.] 
The state of being declared. 

1846 Worcester cites More. 

t Decla'rement. Obs. [f. Declare v. 4- 
-ment. Cf. OF. dedarement \desdairiement, de- 
clairement) 14 - 15 th c. ; but this was app. obs. 
when the Eng. word was formed.] 

1. The act of showing or setting forth ; exposition, 
explanation, manifestation, declaring, 

X646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. i. i, The frequent errors, 
we shall our selves commit, even in the expresse declare- 
ment hereof. 1665 Glamviix Seeps. Set. xiv, 78 For the 
Dedarement of this, we are to observe [etc.]. 

2. Declaration, express or formal statement ; the 
act of declaring against anything. 

1633 T. Adams Exp. 2 Peter ii. 3 When by our comfort- 
able declarements, we have testified our assurance of blessed- 
ness. 1679 ‘ Tom Ticklefoot ’ 'Trial IVakeman 7 A de- 
cinrement against shedding innocent blood. 

Declarer (d/kle**^). ff. Declare v. 4* -er.] 

1. One who declares t f a. One who expounds, 
explains, or interprets. Obs. 

1527 R. Thorne in Hakluyt Voy. 1 1589)258 That I be the 
declarer or gloser of mine owne worke. 1530 Palsgr. 212/1 
Declarer, expounder, dedarevr, exposevr. a 1714 J Sharp 
Serm. VII. iv. (R. 1 , To be the infallible declarers and inter- 
preters of the sense of Scripture to all the Christian world. 

b. One who (or that which) exhibits, sets 
forth, or makes known ,* one who proclaims or 
publishes. 

1548 Udall, etc. Erasm. Par. Luke xviii. iR.), He became 
. .an open declarer of Gods goodness. 163a State Trials, 
W. Prynne (R.), He is not the declarer of his intentions. 
1670 Eachard Coni. Clergy 96 Such as are His peculiar 
servants, and declarers of His mind and doctrine. 1870 
Ruskin Led. Art iii. (1887) 89 The declarer of some true 
facts or sincere passions. 

2. One who makes or signs a declaration. 

1649 C. Walker Hist. Independ , n. 144 The Declarers 
play the Orators in behalf® of the felicity of Government 
x3i7 Cobbett Pol Reg. 8 Feb. 173 This is declaration for de- 
claration. .But, my worthy Declarers, I am not going to 
stop here. 

3. One who declares at bezique. 

1870 Mod. Hoyle x 53 (Residue) The declarer cannot declare 
Sequence and Royal Marriage at a blow. 

Declaring ( d/'kle**riij>, vbl. sb. [-ino- * .] The 
action of the verb Declare in its various senses ; 
declaration. 

' c 1374 Chaucer Booth, m x. <Camb. MS.) 7a Clepe it as ■ 
thow wok, be it- porame. .or declarynges. c X3S6 — Monk's 
T. 94 1 .o, this declaryng ought y-nough suffuse, *530 Pai.sgr. 
212/2 Declaryng of armes. Mason. 16x1 Bible 2 Mace. vi 
}7 And nowc will wee come to the - declaring of 'the matter 
in few words. x6x* Buerrsvood Lang. fy Reiig, xii. xo8 For 
the better declaring of which point. X667 J. Corbet Disc. 
Relig. Eng. 40 Their hazardous declaring against the de- 
signed Death of our late Sovereign. 


Decla*ringly, adv. rare. In a manner that 
declares, manifests, or demonstrates. 

1581 Nowell & Day in Confer. 1, (1584) 35 iv, Fidesjnsti. 
feat apprehensive, faith doth iustifie apprehendingly, opera 
ins.' if cant declnraiiuc, workes doe iustifie dedaringly. 
Declass (d/kla*s), v. [a. mod.F. ddlasser, f. 
di-, des- (see Dk- I. 6) + dasse class, classer to 
class.] trans. To remove or degrade from one’s 
class. Hence Decla ssed ppl. a. («=F. diclassi j. 

2888 Pall Mali Budget 5 July 30/2 Mrs. E, who declasses 
herself once for all by painting tier face, 1891 New Review 
June 563 The declassed Judith Marsett. 

Deelassicizo, declassify: see Dk- 31 . i. 
Declension (dHriemfon). [Represents L. de~ 
clindtibn-em ,n. of action i.dedtndre to Decline;*, 
¥. ddclinaison (13th c.). The form is ii regular, 
and its history obscure: possibly it came from the 
F. word, by shifting of the stress as in comparison, 
orison , benison, and loss of ?, as in venison, ven son, 
giving deedin' son (cf. 1565 in 4), with subsequent as- 
similative changes ; the grammatical sense was the 
earliest, and the word had no doubt a long collo- 
quial existence in the grammar schools be lore the 
English form appears in print. Cf, Conster.] 

I. 1 . The action or state of declining, or dev ating 
from a vertical or horizontal position ; slope, in- 
clination ; a declining or sinking into a lower 
position, as of the sun towards setting ; the dip of 
the magnetic needle ( *- Declination 8 ab ? Obs ; 

X640-4 Ld. Finch in Rushw. Hist. Coll, in, I. 13 

To make us steer between the Tropicks of Moderation, that 
there be no declension from the Pole of Security, a *639 
Osborn (). Elis. .Epkt JDd ivh, ( The ignorant Traveller 
may see by the Dial, the Time is in a declension. *684-90 
T. Burnet Th. Earth «‘J ), Allow as much for the declension 
of the land from that place to the sea. 1764 Grainger Sugar 
Cane i. iii. note, The declension of the needle was discovered 
a. d. 1492 by Columbus. *799 W. Took it Vie w Russ, Emp. 
I. 67 The northern part, .has a sensible declension towards 
the White Sea. *802-3 tr. / alias' Trav . a,8*a) II, aoi 
This elevated ridge extends, with gradual declensions. . 
towards the sea. 

2 . fg. Deviation or declining from a standard ; 
falling away (from one’s allegiance), apostasy, 

1504 Shake. Rich. ///, m. vii. 189 A Ikaut ie-waining * , 
Widow . . Seduc’d the pitch, ^ and . h«R hi of his degree, To 
base declension, and loath’d 1647 Clark M xm Hist, 

Refi. vn. ^1843* 432/1 A declension from ins own rules of life. 
c 1665 Mrs. Hutchinson Mem, Cot, Hutch imm (1846)336 
All their prudent declensions saved not the lives of tome nor 
the estates of others, *8*4 Cary Dante, Ramd. iv. 69 That 
..is argument for faith, and not For heretic declension* 
x88x W', R. Smith Old Test, in Jew, Ck, xii. 344 The declen- 
sions of Israel had not checked the outward zeal with which 
Jehovah was worshipped. 

3 . The process or state of declining, or sinking 
into a lower or inferior condition ; gradual 
diminution, deterioration, or decay; felling off, 
decline. 

x6oa Skaks. Ham. 11, ii, 149 He . .Fell into a $»«!««*.. 
thence into a Weakness*, Thence to a Lightness*, and by 
this declension Into the Madnesse. w hereon now he raues, 
*660 Jkr, Taylor Worthy Commun, ii. I 1. 115 In the 
greatest declension of Religion. 1677 Gmd, Vmke Ep, Ded. 

1 The State of Venice is at this day in its declension, *734 
tr. Ratlin's Ane. Nist.{ tSap I, Pref. * The causes of their' 
declension and fell, ^*874 Maurice Friendship Bks, Ii# .55 
Symptoms of declension or decay, 
b. Sunken or fallen condition. 

*642 Jer. Taylor Episc i *647) ■«* It hath , .come to 10 low 
a declension, as it can scarce stand alone, '*734 tr, A 'dim's 
.Ane. Hist.fi 1827* VI L xvu, 345 Till Sparta 'sunk it> her 
last declension. 1776 Adam Smith W, N, 1 xt. I. a 13 The 
declension of Spain is not, perhaps, so great as is commonly 
imagined. 

XI. 4 , Gram, ft. The variation of the form of a 
noun, adjective, or pronoun, constituting its different 
cases (see Cabk sk l 9); erase- inflexion- b. Each 
of the classes, into which' the nouns of any language 
are grouped according to their inflexions* cC The 
action of declining, ie, setting forth in order the 
different casus of, a noun, adjective, or pronoun. 

1565 78 Cooj'kr^ Thesaurus Ifitrui, Suh-tautiven maybe 
pcrceyved by their gender mi drdens*>w. %$6p j. Smmm 
tr. Agrippds Van* Aries to Rules uf Declension*. »s# 
Shake. Merry W. w» *, 76 Show me. now « William mtm 
declensions ofyotir Pronounen. tire IfetMtuv End- Lit - $8 
The seuerat terminations^ t»f euery caw; in euery 1 tacknshm* 
*640 G, Watts tr. Baton* s A dp. Learn, vn i./R.), Ancient 
languages were more fu'l of declension*, cases, cunjuga* 
tsoxi% tenses, and th« 4 like, 1845 Stouiiart in fimyd. 
Met rep. 187/*- Ttiow inflictions, which grammarfent rail 
aedtotmu and . emilugationfc ■ *871 Rory Lad, Gram, 
L stjfi 314 The ordinary division of nouns iiilwtiwitive was 
into five declensions. Ibid, 116 | 344 Ordinary dedetwiort 

f<|. Formerly, in a wider stense : Change of the 
form or of the ending of a word, m m derivation. 
(Cf. note under Ca« sk l 9.) Obs, rare, [So L. 
thdinulw in early use,] 

x6j8 Cudworth iMttii.Sygt, 524 T!ie God, .wi* calied not 
Beltum but Btilmm . nut ( ‘mmt I ut 1 'tmi'ui . At other times, 
this was done without any Dedenifon of the Word m all. 

HI. 6, The action of tlediuiiig; courteous 
refusal, declinature, -.rant, 
xfxy Rfi«f Let, to m Aug,, You ■ want a * civil . ... 

decenston’ lbs* ihe . . tmgedy f x 896 Echo it Nov. j/x Prince 
.Wmidemarft.tiecleasiotL ' 


DECLENSIONAL. 

Declensional (clzkle-njsnal), a. [f. prec. + 
-al.] Of or belonging to grammatical declension. 

1856 Sat. Rev . II. 461/2 The Albanian declensional in- 
flections. 1875 Whitney Life Lang. x. 200 Conjugational 
and declensional inflections. 

Hence Becle nsionally adv. 

2888 Rhys Hibbert Lectures 69 This taran does not cor- 
respond declensionally to Taranis. 

Deeleriealize, deelimatize : see De- II. 1. 
Declinable (dfklsrnab’L, a. [a. F. declinable 
(14th c.), ad. L. declindbilis (Priscian), f. declina-re 
to Decline : see -ble.] Gram . Capable of being 
declined ; having case-inflexions. 

1530 Palsgr. 135 Any word declynable in this tong. 1659 
Pearson Creed (1839) 242 The latter with a Greek termin- 
ation, declinable. 1871 Roby Lat. Gram. I. § 795 Declin- 
able adjectives of number. 

Decimal (d/klsrnal), sb. rare - 1 . [f. Decline 
v. (sense 13) : cf. denial and -al.] The action of 
declining ; courteous refusal, declinature. 

1837 Sir F. Palgrave Merck. 4 Friar (1844) 2 The 
decimals^ were grounded upon reasons neither unkind nor 
uncomplimentary. 

t Decli'nal, a. Obs. rare — \ [irreg. f. De- 
cline.] — Declinable. 

1509 Hawes Past Pleas, v. xxvii, A nowne substantyve 
..wyth a gender is declynall {rime subtancyall], 

Declinant (de*klinant), a. and sb. [a. F. df 
clinant, pr. pple. of dt diner to Decline.] 

A. adj. 1 . Her . 4 Applied to a serpent borne 
with the tail straight downwards * (Robson, Brit. 
Herald \ 1830). 

2 . Declining, nonce-use . 

1893 National Observer 20 May 77/2 Auriga, .drooped 
declinant, perilously near the horizon. 

+ B. sb. One who is declining (in fortunes, etc.). 
<11734 North Lives II. 64 The aspirant dealt with all 
imaginable kindness and candour to the declinant. 

Beclinate (de'klin^t), a. Bot. [ad. L. decli- 
nat-us , pa. pple. of decimetre to bend away or 
down.] Inclined downwards or leaning to one side. 

x8zo W. Roxburgh in Asiatic Res. XI. 346 Zinziber 
Zerumbet. .Stems decimate. 1870 Hooker Stud. Florals 
Stamens, .erect or declinate. 

t Be’clinated, a. [f. as prec. + -ed.] = prec. 
1757 Pultney in Phil. Trans. L. 66 The Atropa comes in 
among those, that have declinated stamina. 

Declination (deklin** *Jbn). [a. OF. diclina- 
cion , ad. L. declindtion-em , n. of action f decltnare 
to Decline. In some senses perh. a direct adap- 
tation of the L. word.] The action of declining. 

1 1 . A turning aside, swerving, deviation from a 
standard ; turning aside (from rectitude, etc.) ; fall- 
ing away ; — Declension 2. Obs. 

1533 More A nsw. Poysoned Bk. Wks. 1035/2 Declinacion 
into ioule and filthy talking. 1605 Bacon Adv. Learn, 11. 
128 The declinations from Religion. 1659 Hammond On 
Ps. ci. 3. 496 The least declination from the rules of justice. 
1673 Lady's Call. 1. § 3. 24 The declinations to any vice are 
gradual. 18x4 Southey Roderick x. Poems IX. 94 The 
slight bias of untoward chance Makes his best virtue from 
the even line, With fatal declination, swerve aside, 
f 2 . An inclination or leaning (away from or to- 
wards anything) ; a mental bias. Obs. 

a 1605 Stow Q. Eliz. an. 1581 (R.), Letters, .signefying the 
queen’s declination from marriage, and the people's unwill- 
ingness to match that way. 1622 Donne Serm. (1624) 15 
Saint Augustine himself had, at first, some declination to- 
wards that opinion. 

3 . A leaning, bending, or sloping downwards; 
slope, inclination from the vertical or horizontal 
position. 

1594 Plat Jewell-ho. n. 16 Let it settle, .then by declina- 
tion poure away the cleerest. t6z6 Bullokar, Declination, 
a bending downeward. x66a Stillingfl. Orig. Sacr. in. ii. 
§ 16 For this purpose he invented a motion of declination. . 
he supposed . . the descent not to be in a perpendicular right 
line, but to decline a little. <*1742 Bentley (J.), This de- 
clination of atoms in their descent, was itself either necessary 
or voluntary. x8x6 Scott Antiq. xiii, A declination of the 
Antiquary’s stiff backbone acknowledged the preference. 
1846 Joyce Set. Dial. x. 23 A small declination, .would 
throw the line of direction out of the base, 
f 4 . A sinking into a lower position ; descent 
towards setting ; = Declining vbl. sb. 4. Ohs. 

1503 Hawes Examp. Virt. i. 5 In Septembre in fallynge 
of the lefe Whan phebus made his declynacyon. 1630 J. 
Taylor (Water P.) Trav. Wks. m. 84/2 Beeing a man famous 
through Europe, Asia, Affricke, and America, from the 
Orientall exhaltation of Titan, to his Occidental declination, 
f 5 . The gradual falling off from a condition of 
prosperity or vigour ; decline ; decay. Obs. 

*533 More Apol. xviii. Wks. 878/2 In this declinacion of 
the worlde. 1589 Puttenham Eng. Poesie 1. vi. (Arb.) 27 
Then aboutes began the declination of the Remain Empire. 
<71638 Mede View Apoc. Wks. <1672) v. 923 His Declination 
and Ruine we see is already begun. 1673 H. Stubbe Vind. 
Dutch War 82 The declination of antient Learning, 1799 
Washington Let. Writ. (1893) XIV. 191 Although I have 
abundant cause to be thankful for. .good health ,, yet I am 
not insensible to my declination in other respects. 

1 0 . The withholding of acceptance ; non accept- 
ance, modest or courteous refusal; declinature. 
? Obs. 

16x2-5 Bp. Hall Contempt 0 . T. xn. v, A modest declina- 
tion of that honour, which he saw must come. — Contempt 
N T. iv. x, A voluntary declination of their familiar con- 
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versation. 1884 Pall Mall G. 21 Aug. 5/x [The author] 
must excuse our declination to accept as possible characters 
in any possible social system, people so unnatural. 

7 . Astron. The angular distance of a heavenly 
body (north or south) from the celestial equator, 
measured on a meridian passing through the body: 
corresponding to terrestrial latitude . Formerly 
also the angular distance from the ecliptic. 

(The earliest and now most usual sense.) 

Circle or parallel of declinaiion : see Circle 2 a, Parallel. 
c 1386 Chaucer Frankl. T. 518 Phebus. .That in hishoote 
declynacion Shoon as the burned gold with stremes brighte. 
CS391 — Astrol. 1. § 17 In this heued of Cancer is the 
grettest declinacioun northward of the Sonne. Ibid. 11. § 17 
Al be it so )? at fro the Equinoxial may the declinacion or the 
latitude of any body celestial be rikned. .riht so may the 
latitude or the declinacion of any body celestial, saue only 
of the sonne. .be rekned fro the Ecliptik lyne. 1549 Compl. 
Scot . vi. 47 The mouyng, eleuatione, and aeclinatione of the 
sone, mune, and of the sternis. _ 1594 Blundevil Exerc. 11. 
(ed. 7*113 The greatest declination which is 23 degrees, 28'. 
1794 Sullivan View Nat. I. 390 In consequence of the 
different declinations of the sun and moon at different times. 
x8x6 Playfair Nat. Phil. II. 7 The arch of that circle inter- 
cepted between the star and the Equator is called the De- 
clination of the star. 1872 Proctor Ess. Astron. i. 2 To 
Herschel astronomy was not a matter of right ascension and 
declination. 

8. Of the magnetic needle : ta. Formerly, the 
Dip or deviation from the horizontal (obs.) ; b. 
the deviation from the true north and south line, 
esp. the angular measure of this deviation ; also 
called Variation. 

1635 N. Carpenter Geog. Del. 1. iii. 66 The Declination is 
a magneticall motion, whereby the magneticall needle con- 
uerts it selfe vnder the Horizontall plaine, towards the Axis 
of the Earth. 1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. 11. ii. 61 The 
Inclination or Declination of the Loadstone; that is, the 
descent of the needle below the plaine of the Horizon. 1865 
Livingstone Zambesi vi. 133 Magnetical observations, for 
ascertaining the dip and declination of the needle. 1878 
Huxley Physiog. i. 10 The divergence of the position of the 
magnetic needle from the true north-and-south line is called 
its declination, or by nautical men, its variation. 

0 . Dialling. Of a vertical plane (e.g. that of a 
wall) : The angular measure of its deviation from 
the prime vertical (the vertical plane through the 
east and west points of the horizon), or from the 
meridian (that through the north and south points). 

1593 [see Decline v. 2 b], 1669 Sturmy Mariner's Mag. 

vii. vi. xx The Declination of a Plane is the Azimuthal 
Distance of his Poles from the meridian. 1703 M oxon Meek. 
Exerc. 3x4 If it do not point directly, either East, West, 
North, or South, then so many degrees is the Declination of 
the Plane. 1737-51 Chambers Cycl., Decimation of a plane, 
or wall, in dialling. 

1 10 . Gram. = Declension 4. Obs. 

0x440 Capgrave Life St. Kath. 1. i. 259 To teche hir of 
retoryk and gramer the scole . . The deciynacions, \>e per- 
sonys, the moclys, J? e tens. 1530 Palsgr. Introd. 29 Pro- 
nownes of the fyrst declynation. 1603 Florio Montaigne 
1. xxv. (1632) 85 We did tosse our declinations, and con- 
jugations to and fro. 1751 Smollett /Vn Pic . (1779) I. xii, 
105 A perfect ignoramus, who scarce knows the decimation 
of musa. 

11 . attrib. and Comb. , as declination-circle, -needle. 
1854 Moseley Astron. ix. (ed. 4) 41 Declination-circles are 
those great circles which pass round the heavens from one 
pole to the other. 1870 R. M. Ferguson Electr. 19 Instru- 
ments for determining magnetic declinations are called 
declination needles or declinometers. 

Declinational, a. [f. prec. + -AL.] Relating 
to declination. 

x 83 x J. G. Barnard in Smithsonian Contrib. Knowl. No. 
310. 15 Absence of right ascension and declinational motions 
of the attracting body. 

Declinator 1 (de*klin£ita.i). [agent-n. on L. 
type f. L. declindre to Decline. F. ddlinateur.] 
f 1 . One who declines or refuses; a dissentient; 
also* Declines 2. Obs. 

1606 Bp. W. Barlow Serm. (1607) Aiva, Declinators 
from their lawful Princes tribunall. a 1670 Hacket A bp. 
Williams 11. (1692) 65 The votes of the declinators could 
not be heard for the noise. 

2 . Dialling. An instrument for determining the 
declination of planes. 

x 727-51 Chambers Cycl., Declinator or Declinatory, an 
instrument in dialling, whereby the declination, inclination, 

: and reclination, of planes is determined. 

t Declinator 2 (dfkisi'natai), a. and sb. Sc, 
Law. Obs. Also 7 -our. [Sc. repr. of F. ddcli- 
natoire : see Declinatory.] 

A. adj. In exception declinatour ** B. B. sb. A 
written instrument declining the jurisdiction of a 
judge or court. 

x6op Skene Reg. Map. 1x3 Exceptions declinatours against 
the Judge. 1630 {title). Declinator and Protestation of the 
Archbishops and Bishops of the Church of Scotland. x68x 
Land. Gaz. No, 1651/4 The same day were likewise past, 
An Act gainst Protections, An Act against Declinators. 
1753 Neal Hist. Purit. II. 324 The Bishops Declinator 
being read, was unanimously rejected. 

Declinatory (dfkbi'natari), a. and sb. [ad. 
med.L. declinatori-us (f. ppl. stem declinat- of de- 
clindre : see -ory), in the legal expression exceptio 
declindtoria, in F. exception diclinatoire. French 
has also the sb. use (1381 in Hatzf.).] 

A. adj. That declines (sense 13); expressing 
refusal. Declinatory plea (Law) : a plea intended 
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to show that the party was exempt from the juris- 
diction of the court, or from the penalty of the 
law; abolished in 1826. 

1673 Marvell Corr. ccxi. Wks. 1872-5 II. 412 Return an 
answer . . in a civill but declinatory way. 1769 Blacksto n k 
Comm. IV. 327 Formerly .. the benefit of clergy used to he 
pleaded before trial or conviction, and was called a declin- 
atory plea. 1848 Wharton Law Lex., Declinatory plea , 
a plea of sanctuary, also pleading benefit of clergy before 
trial or conviction. 

B. sb. 1 . Law. A declinatory plea. 
a 1693 Urquhart Rabelais m. xxxlx. 326 Declinatones 
[Fr. declmatoires ], Anticipatories. a 1734 North Lives 
(1826) I. 342 They had a declinatory of course : viz.. ‘That 
matters of Parliament were too high for them’. 

1 2 . Dialling. -Declinator I 2. Obs. 

1703 Moxon Meek . Exerc , 3x1 If the Situation of the 
Plane he not given, you must seek it . . the readiest and 
easiest [way] is by an Instrument called a Declinatory, 
1727-51 [see Declinator 1 2]. 

Declinature (dfkbrnatiui). [f. L. type de- 
clindtura, f. ppl. stem declinat - : see -ure. In sense 
1 perhaps a 4 rectification * of Declinator 2 .] 

1. Sc. L,aw. A formal plea declining to admit 
the jurisdiction of a court or tribunal ; spec, ‘the 
privilege which a party has in certain circumstances 
to decline judicially the jurisdiction of the judge 
before whom he is cited 9 (Bell) : ** Declinator 2 , 
Declinatory sb. 1. 

1637-50 Row Hist. Kirk (1842) 321 He had given in a de- 
clinature, containing reasons why he could not acknowledge 
that judicatorie to be lawfull. # 1639 Baillie Let. to W. 
Spang 28 Sept., Topasse from his declinature of the Generali 
Assemblie. 1754 Erskine Princ. Sc. Law (1809) 19 The 
defender pleads a declinature, which is repelled. x86x 
W. Bell Diet. Law Scot . 258/2 The relationship of the 
judge to one or both of the parties is a ground of de- 
clinature. 1883 Gardiner Hist. Eng. I. 60 Black . . having 
once more declined its jurisdiction, a formal resolution was 
passed to the effect that . . the Court refused to admit the 
declinature. 

2 . gen. The action of declining or refusing; 
courteous refusal. 

1842 Alison Hist. Europe (1853) XIV. xcv. § 29. 104 This 
second declinature irritated the government in the highest 
degree. 1882 A. B. Bruce Parab. Teaching (1889) 504 It was 
nothing more than a declinature to be burdened with their 
neighbours’ affairs. 1885 Manch. Exam. 15 June 5/5 The 
reported declinature of office by the Marquis of Salisbury. 

Decline (dfkfei'n), sb. Also 4 declyn, 5 d©« 
dyne. [a. F. dtclin, f. dicliner to Decline.] 

1 . The process of declining or sinking to a weaker 
or inferior condition ; gradual loss of force, vigour, 
vitality, or excellence of quality ; falling off, decay, 
diminution, deterioration. On the decline : in a 
declining state; declining, falling off. 

<15x327 in Pol. Songs (Camden) 154 Al hit cometh in declyn 
this gigelotes geren. c 1430 Lydg. Thebes in. (R.), The 
high noblesse shall draw to decline Of Greekes blood. 1638 
C. Aleyn Hist. Hen. VII, 138 When Bodies cease to grow, 
'tis the presage Of a decline to their decrepit Age. 17x1 
Steele Sped. No. 78 P4 The Lady had actually lost one 
Eye, and the other was very much upon the Decline. 2766 
Goldsm. Vic. W. xxviii. The decline of my daughter’s 
health. *776 Gibbon (title), History of the Decline and 
Fall of the Roman Empire. 1844 H. H. Wilson Brit. 
India III. 436 The ascendancy, decline, and final overthrow 
of the MahraUas. 1892 Law Times XCII. 138/1. It is said 
that reading in barristers' chambers is on the decline. 

b. Fallen or sunken condition, rare, 

1705 Stanhope Parapkr. I, xo8 In the lowest Decline of 
Oppression and Disgrace,, he was in no degree less worthy 
of Veneration than when in his highest Glory. 

c. A gradual failure of the physical powers, as 
in the later years of life. 

1770 Langhorne Plutarch (1879) L 85 /x Numa . . wasted 
away insensibly with old age and a gentle decline. x8ox 
Med. Jml. V. 545 A gradual decline had apparently begun. 

d. Any disease in which the bodily strength 
gradually fails ; esp. tubercular phthisis, consump- 
tion. 

1783 Gentl. Mag. LI II. n. 1066 [Died] at his brother’s at 
Enfield, of a deep decline, by bursting a blood-vessel in 
coughing. 1790 Mad. D’Arblay Diary Dec., A general 
opinion that I was falling into a decline. 1845 S. Austin 
Ranke's Hist. Ref. I. 285 He fell into a rapid decline, and 
died prematurely. 1857 Hughes Tom Brown 11. i, She said 
one of his sisters was like to die of decline. 188a Syd. Soc. 
Lex., Decline .. applied to the later stages of phthisis pul- 
monalis. Also, a term for the condition formerly called Tabes. 

©. Comm . A downward movement or gradual 
fall in price or value. 

1885 Manch. Guardian 20 July 5/5 The decline in the 
value of labour has not hitherto kept pace with that of 
commodities and property. 1887 Daily News 23. Feb. 2/6, 
560 bags Demerara syrups at 6d decline. 1893 Ibid. 25 Dec. 
7/3 The market was weak, but declines were unimportant. 

2 . Of the sun or day ; The action of sinking to- 
wards its setting or close. 

14.. Epiph. in Tundalis Vis. 103 Westryng or drawyng 
to declyne.. 1590 Greene Orl. Fur. (1861) ixx Where 
Phoebus, .kisses Thetis in the days decline. 1667 Milton 
P. L, iv. 792 This Evening from the Sun’s decline arriv’d. 
3827 Pollok Course T. x, At dawn, at mid-day, and decline. 

b. In the decline of life there is a mixture of 
senses 1 and 2. 

1711 Steele Sped. No. 2 f 5 A Gentleman who according to 
his Years should be in theDeclitte of his Life. 1848 Macau lay 
Hist. Eng. I. 269 The king and his heir were nearly of the 
same age. Both were approaching the decline of life. 
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3 . A downward incline, a slope, rare. 

1538 Leland I tin. II. 46 Farington, standing in a stony 
Ground in the Decline of an Hille. 1844 Meek. Mag. XL. 
397 The frightful precipitation of a railway train down a 
decline. 1859 F- Burton Centr. Afr. in Jrnl Geog.Soc. 
XXIX. 237 § r On the declines, more precipitous than Swiss 
terraces, manioc and cereals grow luxuriantly. 

Beeline (dfklsrn), v. Also 4-6 deelyne. 
[a. JK. dicline-r (Chans, Roland nth. e.), ad. L. 
declinan to turn or bend away or aside from the 
straight course, etc., £ De- I. 2 + - clinare (in 
comb.) to bend, cognate with Gr. tcXlv-mv to bend, 
and Teut. *hlindjati, OSax. hlinfai to lean. In 
the sense-development the prefix de~ has also been 
taken in the sense ‘down of which there is little 
trace in L. declinar ei] 

X Intransitive senses. * To turn aside, deviate. 
f 1 . To turn or bend aside ; to deviate (from the 
straight course) ; to turn away. Obs. 

c 1325 E. E, AlUt. P. A. 333 Now rech I neuer for to 
deelyne, Ne how fer of folde pat man me fleme. 14. .Epiph, 
in Tundales Vis. 122 No thyng may be hyd from thy 
presence Ne from thyne eye deelyne ne astart. 1483 Cax- 
ton Gold. Leg. 65/4 Dauid said what haue I doo. .and de- 
clyned fro hys brother to other of the peple. 1553 Eden 
Decades 1 Colonus directynge his visage towarde the weste 
. . declining sornwhat towarde the left hande, sayled on 
forward© xxxiii. dayes. 163a Lithgow Trav. vi. 291 
Again© night we declined towards Gaza. 1691 Ray Creation 
1. (1704) 62 A line, .much declining from the Object. 1703 
Maundrell Journ. Jems. (1732) 57 Here we began to de- 
cline from the Sea-Coast. 1778 Bp. Lowth Transl. Isaiah 
(ed. 12) 55 Turn aside from the way; decline from the 
straight path. 1839 Lingard Hist. Eng. (ed. 4) XI. 286 The 
few individuals who ventured abroad, .when they met, de- 
clined on opposite sides, to avoid the contact of each other. 

t b. To turn aside from (anything) so as to 
avoid it: cf. the trans. sense in 12. Obs. 

1526 Pilgr. Per/. (W. de W. 1331) 93 b, We can not bears y* 
presence of our neighbour, .but deelyne from his company. 
1563 Foxe A. <$r M. 723 b, N aturally euery creature declineth 
gladly from that thyng which goth about to hurt it. 
f 2 . a. Astron. and Geog. To deviate, diverge, or 
fall away from the equator (formerly also, from the 
ecliptic) ; to have Declination (sense 7). Obs. 

c 1391 Chaucer Astro/. 1. §21 fiat on half lof the Zodiac] 
declinith sowthward, & fiat other northward. Ibid. u. §17 
The Ecliptic lyne : fro which lyne alle Planetes som tyme 
dedinen north or south. 1634 Sir T. Herbert Trav. 200 
Java is an lie. .declining seven degrees from the /Equator 
towards the Antarctique Pole. 1726 tr. Gregory's Astron. 

1 . 331 At London the least Twilight is when the Sun declines 
from the Equator towards the South 6 d 7'. 

f b. Dialling. Of a vertical plane: To have an 
aspect oblique to the prime vertical or to the 
meridian ; to have Declination (sense 9). Obs. 

1593 Fale Dialling 4 The East and West are not said to 
decline, because the declination is accounted from the south 
and North to the direct East and West points, 1669 
Sturmy Mariner's Mag. vn. x. 13 AB is a Wall or Plane 
declining East, .so much as the Wall bendeth from the East 
Azimuth, so much doth his Pole at P decline or bend from the 
Meridian. 1703 Moxon Meek. Exerc. 31 1 The South Erect 
Plane, declining more or less towards the East or West. 

f c. Of the magnetic needle : To deviate from 
the true north and south line ; cf. Declination 8. 

1663 J. Davies tr. Olearius' Voy. And? ass. 180 In that 
place the needle declin’d 22 degrees from the North, to- 
wards the West. 1674 Boyle Excell . Theol. 11. v. 215 The 
magnetick needle not onelv declining in many places from 
the true points of N. and S. but. .varying in tract of time 
its declination In the self-same place. 
fd. Jig. To turn aside in conduct ; esp. to swerve 
or fall away (from rectitude, duty, allegiance, in- 
structions, etc.). Obs. 

c 1374 Chaucer Boeth. w. vii. 145 Of hem fiat eschewen 
and declinen fro vices and taken fie weye of vertue. CX450 
tr. De Imitations i, xx. 24 Ner lete hem not Ifttly decline 
to outwarde consolacions. 1495 Act ix Hen. VII , c. 1 § 2 
Personas . . which shall hereafter deelyne from . . their seid 
alliegeaunce. ? 1507 Communyc. B iij, Alas why . . so tm- 
kyndly from hym deelyne That is our god so gracyous. 
1558 Knox First Blast (Arb.) 31 Frome the highest to the 
lowest, all were declined frome the. 12x580 Farrant's 
Anthem, ‘ Lord, for thy tender mercies' sake', Give us 
grace to amend our sinful lives, to decline from sin and in- 
cline to virtue. . 2622 Bible Ps, cxix. 157 Yet doe I not de- 
cline from thy testimonies. 1738 Newton Chrotwl A mended 
vi. 332 They declined from the worship of this Eternal 
Invisible God. 1749 F. Smith Voy. II. ®or He had formed 
a Design. . of declining from his Instructions, 

f b. To turn aside from the subject, in speaking 
or writing ; to digress. Obs. 

1544 Phaer Regim. Lyfe (1560) N v b* Hem I have de- 
clined by occasion, but now to out intent. ' z6oo Holland 
Livy xx. xvii, 325 a, I have nothing lesse sought., thanto 
digresse and decliM [decliaare/u] more than' was needful!, 
from the orderand course of mine historie. 

f <5. Of things : To diverge, deviate (in character, 
excellence, etc.) from. Obs. 

z6z$ G. Sandys Trav. 12 . There is a Bannia, which little 
declines from the state of a Temple.. 163a J. Hayward tr, 
Biondis Eromena 174 Nor doth thy. last, alleaged excuse « * 
decline any. whit' from' thy other' reasons. . . 
f 4 . /%. To incline or lean to. Obs. 

154* R* Copland Guydon's Quest. Chirurg., It Is set in the 1 
myddes of the brest, nat declynynge to one parte more than 
to another. 1580 Frampton Monardes' Med. agst. Venoms 
127 The. Bazaar stone is, .full of spottes, declining to the 
colour of a sad blew;©. — Dial Yron 151b, Yron..doth 
more decline to be hot than colde, . 1590 Shaks. Com. Err . 
m. ii. 44 Your weeping sister is no wife of mine. .Farr© 
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more, farre more, to you doe I decline. __ a 1636 Holland 
(W ebster), That purple luster, .declineth in the end to the 
color of wine. 1671 tr. Palafox's Conq . China x\. 230 It 
was quickly perceived to which side the victory declined. 

If Not to consent or agree {to do something) ; to 
refuse. See sense 13 . 

** To slope , incline, or bend downward. 

5. To deviate from the horizontal or vertical 
position ; to have a downward inclination, to slant 
or slope downward. 

0x420 Pallad. on Hush. 1. 298 On south and este se that 
it [the land] faire enclyne..But from the colde Septemptrioh 
deelyne. 2607 Topsell Fourf. Beasts {1658) 159 Some 
plain place, .declining by the space of some four or five 
furlongs, s 665 Sir T. Herbert Trav. (1677) 1 5 2 The ground 
on each side declining gently. 1725 De Foe Voy. round 
World (1840) 258 The way.. having first mounted gently 
a pleasant slope declined again. 1843 Prescott Mexico 
(1850) I. 5 Table land which .. gradually declines in the 
higher latitudes of the north. 

0 . To bend down, bow down, droop. 
a 1400-50 A lexander 2289 (Dubl. MS.) * My louely Lord *, 
quod fie lede, and law he declynes, 1598 Rowlands Betray - 
irtg of Christ 4 As a fruitfull tree the more it is fruitladen, 
the more it declineth. a x6i 2 Donne Biatkan. (1644) 290 
Our heads decline after our death by the slackness of the 
sinews and muscles. 1632 Lithgow Trav. u. 49 The weari- 
some creatures of the world declining to their rest. 1749 
Fielding Tom Jones vi. viii, His eyes were eagerly fixed 
on Sophia, and hers declining towards the ground. # 189s 
T. Hardy Tess I. 10 Declining from his sitting position . . 
[he] stretched himself, -among the daisies. 

f 7 , To come down, fall, descend, sink. Obs. 
a 1400-50 Alexander 2714 (Ashm. MS.) He fiat enhansis 
him to hejfe, fie heldire he declynes. 2602 Shaks. Ham. ir. 
ii. 500 His Sword Which was declining on_ the Milkie head 
Of Reuerend Priam, seem’d i’ the air to stick. 

•fib. To descend in lineage. Obs. rare. 

1598 Yong Diana 98 On th* one side Dukes most excellent 
decline, And from the other scepter, throne, and crowne. 

8 . Of the sun or other heavenly body : To descend 
in the sky after culmination ; to sink towards setting. 

c 1430 Lydg. Compl. Bl. Knt. xcii, Er that thv hemes go 
up to deelyne, And er that thou now go fro us adoune. 25x3 
Douglas Mneis x. xiv. 294 Be this the son dedynyt was 
almost. 2607 Rowlands Fam. Hist. 22 The Sun declines, 
day ancient grows. 1812 Woodhouse Astron. xxx. 299 As 
the Moon, Having passed the meridian, 4 declines. 1837 
Disraeli Venetia 1. ii, The sun was beginning to decline. 

b. transf Said of the day (evening, etc.), also 
fig. of one's life : To draw towards its close. 
(Often with mixture of sense 10 .) 

1697 [see. Declining ppl. a. 3]. 2704 F. Fuller Med. 
Gymn. \ 1711) 108 When People decline in Years, there are 
some extraordinary Means requisite. 1724 De Foe Mem. 
Cavalier (1840) 146 The day declined. 2770 Langhgrne 
Plutarch (1879) 1,152/x The summer was now declining. 2872 
R. El us Catullus ixi. 94 The day declines. Forth, fair bride. 

9. fig. To fall morally or in dignity, to sink (to 
evil courses, etc., or to an unworthy object). 
(Now only literary , and after Shaks.) 

[c 1440 Gesta Rom. lxiv. 279 (Add, MS.) But that in no wise 
from hens forward he declyn to synne agayn. 2579 Folks 
Hoskins' Pari. 485 Many of the elect do decline to vices.] 
1602 Shaks. Ham. x. v. 50 Oh Hamlet, what a falling off 
was there. From me, whose loue was of that dignity . , and 
to decline Vpqn a wretch, whose Naturall gifts were poor© 
To those of mine. 2667 Milton P. L . xii. 97 Yet somtimet 
Nations will decline so low From vertue. 2692 E, Taylor 
Behmen's Theos. Philos . xx. 30 The direful shameful state 
Adam declined into. 1708 Swift Sent. Church of Eng. Man, 
He declines . . from his office of presiding over the whole, to 
be the head of a party. 1842 Tennyson Locksley Hall 43 
Having known me— to decline On a range of lower feelings 
and a narrower heart than mine ! 

10. fig. To fall off or fail in force, vigour, or 
vitality ; to decay, wane, diminish, decrease ; to fall 
from prosperity or excellence, to deteriorate. 

2530 Palsgr. 508/2 Whan thynges be at the hyghest, than 
they begyn to deelyne, 2577 tr * But lingers Decades 
(2592) 515 After the subuersion of Hierasalem the Roman© 
Empire began to . decline. 1597 Mobley httrod. Mm. 
182 Your health, which I feare is already declining, 2607 
Shaks. Cor. 1 , 1 197 Who’s like to rise. Who thriues, and 
who declines. 2687 Waller (J.), That empire must decline, 
Whose chief support and sinews are of com. 1697 Dkydkn 
Virg, Georg , if. 435 When Autumnal. Warmth declines. 
2728 Young Love Fame v. 517 She grants, indeed, a lady 
may decline (AH ladies but herself) at ninety-nine. 1818 
J as. Mill Brit. India II. v. viii. 675 The net . territorial 
revenues . . instead of increasing, had actually declined, 
2852 Mrs. Stowe Uncle Tom's C. xxvi, Eva after this 
declined rapidly : there was no more any doubt of the event, 
2888 M. Robertson Lombard St. Myst. iv, Mr. Alldis had 
declined considerably in his estimation. 

II. Transitive senses. 

* To cause to turn aside , to avert ; to turn aside 
from , avoid , refuse. 

1 11. To turn aside {lit. and fig .) ; a. To avert. 
02430 Lydg. Bochas vi. iv. (2554) 151a, For remedies.*-. 
Was prouided theyr malice to deelyne. x6cfi Holland 
Sueton. Annot. 25 Counterfeiting a woman, thereby to 
decline suspicion- 2638 Cowley Love's Riddle v, Thanks 
to the juster Deities for declining From both the Danger, 
and from me the Sin. a x66x Fuller- Worthies ixim) III. 
.422 Here Johnson Ties: could physic fence Death*® dart, 
Sure death had been declined by his art. 2750 Johnson 
Rambler No. 31 f 5 Subterfuges and evasions are sought fc# 
.decline the pressure of resistless arguments, 

fb. To turn (a person) aside from or to a course 
of conduct, from duty, etc. ; to divert. Obs. 

a. 2555 Latimer Serm. 4* Rem. (2845) 230 Of them which 
decline their ear from hearing the law of God, 2620 Donne 


DECLINE, 

Pseudo Martyr 285 The immensnesse , . auerts me from 
beleeuing it to bee just, so doeth this also decline me that 
they will not bee brought to tell vs, etc. 2627 Bkaum. & Fl. 
Valent, in. i, Nor any way decline you to discredit. 2633 Bp. 
Hall Hard Texts 175 When I w l doe good I am m the 
meane while declined to evill. C1634 Strafford in Brown- 
ing Life (1890) 229 This alliance shall not decline me from 
those more sovereign duties I owe my master. 2658 Sungsry 
Diary (2836) 207 Sundry disputes with sinewy Arguments 
to decline my opinion. 

f C. la physical sense; To cause to deviate, de- 
flect (from a straight course, etc.). Obs. 

2646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. n. it. 59 Contrary poles or 
faces attract each other, as the N orth the South, and the like 
decline each other, as the North the North. ^ 2692 Bentley 
Boyle Led. ii. 71. A Byas, that may decline it a little from 
a straight Line, Ibid. 137 How can he conceive, that any 
parcel of dead matter can spontaneously divert and decline 
it self from the line of its motion, 

f d, refl To withdraw oneself, turn away. Obs. 
a 2635 Naunton Fragm. Reg. (Arb.) 49 Rawleigh . .under- 
took a new peregrination, to leave, .the Court, .and, by de- 
clining himself, and by absence, to expdl his, and the 
passion of his enemies. 

f 12 . To turn aside from ; to get or keep out of 
the way of ; to avoid, shun* Obs. (or merged in 13.) 

a 2400-50 Alexander 4263 All fiat outre mesnre is to 
mekill emell we dedyne. t&t 6 Pilgr, Perf. (W» de W, 2531)9 
What company to vse, & whom© to deelyne and eschewe, 
*607 Topsell Fourf, Beasts (1658) 452 Except they meet 
them in some path way where the man cannot decline the 
Beast, nor the. Beast the Man, 2656 Trapp I'miw. Matt. 
vii. 13 Certain dangerous rocks*. carefully to he declined, 
2705 Pursjiau. Mech. 'Macrocosm 145 In Autumn, when the 
Sun declines us, and its Tendency is towards the Southern 
Hemisphere, a 2722 Ken Preparatives Poet, Wks, vyn 
IV. 49 Guilty sinners, self-condemtt‘d. Despairing to decline 
their Fate. 2761 New Companion Pest. «f Fasts xx. fa, 177 
When the fire of persecution breaks out among us, we have, 
our Lord’s permission by all prudent and honourable 
methods to decline it, 

13 . To turn away from (anything suggested or 
presenting itself) as from a thing which one is un- 
willing to take up, undertake, or engage in; to 
withhold oneself from ; not to consent to engage 
in, practise, or do. Now only with nouns of action ; 
to decline a discussion , contest, challenge, etc, : cf, e. 

2632 Star Chiimb, Casts Camden 58 That S* Arthur 
Savage should humbly acknowledge that he had committed 
a great offence.. S' Arthur dedyned this acknowledgement, 
1643 Sir T. Browne Rdig Med. 1, § 6, 1 have no Genius to 
disputes in Religion, and have often thought it wEedome to 
decline them. 267a 'Betty Pol. A nat, { i(m) 3*0 Declining, all 
military means of settling and securing Ireland in pei&e ami 
plenty, c 2*750 Johnson, Melissa . . gained die victory by 
declining the contest. 2754 Ricuarumw Gram f ism I. 
xxviii. 2c& What must the man have been that had declined’’ 
his aid in a distress so alarming. 2786 Biiiiki tK Hastings 
Wks. 184a II. 187 Bristow, declining the violent attempt m 
the life of Almas All, deceitfully ordered by the said Warren 
Hastings. 2793 — Conduct of Minority ibid. L 6*7' To 
throw an odium upon those who were obliged to decline the 
cause of justice from their isapoaKibiiity. of supporting a 
cause which they approve. 2806 Sum Winter m Zbmi. 
(ed. 3)1. 11 The fisherman, .at one moment was on the point' 
of setting out for Brighton immediately, and the next de- 
clined it till the morning. 28*4 T. JrmasoM II V//, (1830) 
IV. 407, 1 decline all newspaper controvefty. 1848 Macau- 
lay Hist. Eng, xiv, They far more readily forgive 11 com- 
mander who loses a battle than a coaimwider who declines 
one, 

b* Not to consent or agree to doing, or to do 
(something suggested, asked, etc,); hence, practic- 
ally w Refuse : but without the notion of active 
repulse or rejection conveyed by the latter, word, 
ami therefore a milder and more courteous expres- 
sion, ( Const r. vbl sk, inf ; also absol, or mtn) 
a Boyle rj,*,' That would not. be *0 render’ a reaaon of 

the thing proposed, but, m effect, to dedine remlering any. 
2.696 tr, Du Mont's Voy, Levant aS8,’ I cannot remwnably 
decline giving Credit . to a, Thing, , m often confirm *d. iy$t 
Johnson Rambler No. 243 T 14 Pnnided In* dedint** t«* 
tread in their' footsteps. ' tis 6 $ Carlyle Fnedh. lit, ■ VL 
xvt, xv. 324,1 declined satisfying; hi*' curiosity, x'igs Fail 
Mall G. 1 Jt Jan. 3/a The Archbishop declined to accept 
their apology, • mod. lit wa.» invited, but declined. Shalt 
we accept or. 'decline? 

c. Not to accept (something' offered) ; implying 
polite or courteous refusal 
ctft* A&otflott (|»h She f'cnerously dedtatd them [the 
glories ofjha world], fietaiM the mw' the accepwtct of 
them waainconiislent with religion, xqyt Smolu tr Humph, 
CY, (L.I, Th« squire ‘add they 4 ouM not drcfftilf ckclmrliW 
visit* *833 Ilf. Martihiao MmmA, Strike vii, 84 Being 
«w»w cfflhls, Allen would have declined tlw gift. s||l 
Tihrlwall Greece IV*. xxxiii 31a ArU-us» decliwr! the » 41 «r 
of the Greeks. 28840. Au,f xPh'Es mill, st/ Wrmn*; uw^a- 
»ne articles, .which were inv«rmb!y. declined wish thank*, 
f 14 , Sc, / mo. To refuse, disown, or formally 
object to the juHtdiction of ta judge or court). c£ 
Dxolihatoes Dicumaturx i. f'Oh, 

c 2450 Hawiv^oN Tale of / hfg 49 'fhairfuir m jngt *uspet*t, 

I fow deelyne. Smrt Meimf, State Kirk Spoil, 11 
'The Supphcatit* declined the BrnHopa from being their 
fudges, as Seeing now their partfri, a 17*5 Ik«wrr Chon 
*93 He would mi aj pear, but decliited the 
King and nls oottndi^ who, be were t»t |»©per judge# 
'#f "doctOMs.- ' *«4 .E»iok« Prim. Sc, lam 
(xBotp 18 A judge *wy be declined, i.e, hi * juriediuiim dt«- 
owned' judicially, t» mtwm eamw* from Ms Ineomiieteuef 
loathe special mil* brought before him* *#6* W, Hill 
Diet. Lem Scot, t,v, Bmlimmtwre , Ajttclpe. who » a partner 
»n a trading cmapany may to declined in ft qiicwtion wbm 
the interwt of that eompany m mnsmmsL ■ 
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DECLIVITY, 


+ 15 . To abandon, forsake, give up (a practice). 
167a Petty Pol. Anal. 368 As for the interest of these 
poorer Irish, it is manifestly to be transmuted into English. . 
so as to decline their language. 1679 Penn Addr . Prot. n. 
74 The Christians had declin’d the Simplicity of their own 
Religion and grew Curious and Wanton. 1699 Bentley 
Phal. 317 Herodotus, Dionysius Halic. etc. had great reason 
to decline the use of their vernacular Tongue, as improper 
for History. 1749 Fielding Tom Jones xiv. viii, Having 
acquired a very good fortune, he had lately declined his 
business. 

** To cause to bend down , descend \ or slope. 

16. To bend down, bow down, lean. 
a 1400-50 Alexander 5322 And hitterly on ilk side his 
heued he declines, a 1547 Surrey Aeneid iv. 239 Ne doth 
decline to the swete sleepe her eyes. 1583 Stubbes Anat , 
Abus. 1. <1879) 55 As they can verie hardly eyther stoupe 
downe, or decline them selues to the grounde. 1697 Potter 
Antiq. Greece iv. v. 11715' 202 Another Token of Dejection 
was, to decline their Heads upon their Hands. 1824 Southey 
Roderick xvii, He sate with folded arms and head declined 
Upon his breast. 1856 Bryant Poems, Summer Wind 11 
The clover droops . . and declines its blooms. 

f b. To move or direct obliquely downwards. 

25. . Spenser fj.), And now fair Phoebus 'gan decline in 
haste, His weary waggon to the western vale. 1725 Pope 
Odyss. iv. 145 His good old Sire with sorrow to the tomb 
Declines his trembling steps. 

+ 17. To lower, bring down, depress, bring low, 
degrade, debase, lit. and Jig. Obs. 

a 1400-50 A lexander 2334,! j>ar pompe and j>aire pride 
to poudire declixied. 1599 Daniel Let. Octavia Wks. 1717 
I. 72 For I could never think the aspiring Mind Of worthy 
ana victorious Anthony, Could be by such a Syren so 
declin’d. 1621 Fletcher 1 st. Princess 1. i, A dull labour 
that declines a gentleman, a 1649 Drumm. of Hawth. 
Hist. Jas. /, Wks. (1711! 15 To decline the rank growth of 
these usurpers. 1659 D. Pell Impr. Sea 132 The more they 
run Northward, the more they . . raise the Septentrional 
Pole, and decline the Austral, c 1790 Imison Sch . A rt I. 236 
To elevate or decline the glass according to the sun’s altitude. 
18. To cause to slant or slope, incline downwards. 
1578 Banister Hist . Man 1. 30 Those partes beyng also 
flat,. but somewhat inward declined with all. 28x2 J. J. 
Henry Camp. agst. Quebec 149 Built on a plain pretty much 
declined towards the street. 1849 Ruskin Sev. Lamps iv. 

§ 23. 1x3 The uprightness of the form declined against the 
marble ledge. 

+ 10. To undervalue, disparage, depreciate, Obs. 
1509 Hawes Past . Pleas . xi. ix, She can not declyne The 
noble science, whiche, after poverte, Maye bryng a man 
agayne to clignide. 2626 Shirley Brothers 1. i, Unless you 
disaffect His person, or decline his education. 1649 Sir E. 
Nicholas in N. Papers (Camden) 1 , 143 What is here said is 
not with intencion to undervallue or decline y* Presbiterians. 

*** To inflect grammatically . 

20. Gram. To inflect (a noun, adjective, or pro- 
noun) through its different cases ; to go through or 
recite in order the cases of. (Cf. Declension 4.) 

Also used more widely, or loosely, of verbs (for which the 
proper word is Conjugate). 

1387 Trevisa Higden (Rolls) I. 327 (Matz.) 5 ifJ>ou canst 
declyne J>Hke tweye names and speke Latyn. 1398 — Barth. 
De P. R. xviii. xc. (1495) 839 Rinoceron is declined, hie 
Rinoceron, huius Rinocerontis. 1530 Palsgr. 65 Of whiche 
[ix partes of speche] v be declined, that is to say varie their 
last letters : article, nowne, pronowne, verbe and participle. 
x6x2 Brinsley Lud. Lit. vi. {1627) 56 Of these eight parts, 
the foure first onely are such as may he declined. 1654 
Trapp Comm. Ps. xvi. 4 It was^ the Serpents grammar that 
first taught man to decline God in the pjurall number, a 1843 
Southey Doctor (1862) 40 That verb is eternally being de- 
clined.. 1872 Roby Lad.* Gram. I. § 339 The substantive 
stems in -a (chiefly feminine), and the feminine form of those 
adjectives which have stems in -o, are declined alike. 

+ b. transf. To say or recite formally or in de- 
finite order. Obs. 

1594 Shahs. Rick. Ill , iv. iv. 97 Decline all this, and see 
what now thou art. 2606 — Tr. + Cr. 11. Hi. 55 lie declin 
the whole question. 1627 Drayton Agincourt 201 That you 
no harsh, nor shallow rimes decline, Vpon that day wherein 
you shall read mine. 

Declined (di'klsrnd, poet, d/kbi'ned), ppl. a. 
[f. Decline v. + -ed*.] Turned aside, deflected; 
sloped, oblique ; brought low, debased, decayed; 
advanced towards its close ; see tbe verb. 

xyyt Declar. Gt. Troubles in Harl.Misc. (Malh.) II, 2x0 
Now in his declined yeeres. 2593 Shaks. Lucr. 1705 My 
low declined Honor to aduance. 2667 Hale Prim. Orig. 
Man. 1. i. 10 Their declined Motions. 2792 Mrs. C. Smith 
Desmond I. 129 Ecclesiastics, .whose declined authority. . 
you regret. 2798 Washington Let, Writ (1893) XIV. 38 
My earnest wish, that the choice had fallen on a man less 
■declined In 'years.' • 

Hence Declime&itess. 

2648 Bp. Hall Select Thoughts § 68 The common fault of 
age, loquacity, is a plain evidence of the world’s declined- 
ness. 

t Declinement. Obs. rare. [f. Decline v. 
+ -ment.J = Declinature. 

2680 Privy Council Pros. Edin. in Cloud of Witnesses 
(1810) 30 The causes of his declinement are, because they 
have usurped the supremacy over the church.. and have 
established idolatry, perjury, and other iniquities. 
Decliner (di*kbi*n9i), [-eb 1 .] One who or 
that which declines, 

+ 1. One who turns aside, deviates, or falls away 
(from his duty or allegiance, or from an approved 
standard of conduct or belief). Obs. 

160* Drnt Pathw. Heaven 259 Backsliders,. Decliners, 
■and cold Christians, '265.2 Baxter Inf. Bapt. ■ 293 Censured. , 
as decliners or erroneous. 2684 Ren wick Serm. Iv. (2776) 44 
All that join with decliners in an ill time. 


2. One who refuses or waives ; in Sc. Law , one 
who declines the jurisdiction of a judge or court. 

1639 R. Baillie Lett. I. 162, A chief declyner of the As- 
semblie. 2641 Evelyn Diary (2871) 20 My Father . . (who 
was one of the greatest decliners of it). 1748 Richardson 
Clarissa (18 11) III. liv. 301 Do not. .be so very melancholy 
a decliner as to prefer a shroud, when the matter you wish 
for is in your power. 

3. Dialling. A plane which (or a dial whose 
plane) ‘ declines ’ or deviates from the meridian or 
prime vertical, and therefore does not pass through 
any of the four cardinal points. 

[2669 Sturmy Mariner's Mag. vn. xvi. 25 For these East 
Recliners be in very deed South Decliners to those that live 
90 deg. from us Northward or Southward.] 1684 Ibid. (ed. 3) 
vn. vi. xi8 Direct Dials have their Poles in the Meridian or 
prime Vertical, Decliners have their Poles in some other 
Azimuth. 1703 Moxon Mech. Exerc. 311 Of Decliners 
there are infinite; and yet may be reduced into..!. The 
South Erect Plane, declining more or less towards the East 
or West. 2. The North Erect Plane, declining more or 
less towards the East or West. 

Declining (d*kbrnig), vbl. sb. [-ing 1.] The 
action of the verb Decline, q.v. (Formerly fre- 
quent as a sb. ; now usually gerundial.) 

1. Turning aside, falling away; = Declension 2. 
2526 Pilgr. Perf. (W. de W. 1532) 34 b, Our general labour 

must stande in . . declynynge from euyll, and in dylygent 
workynge of good. 1574 W. Travers [title), Full and plaine 
Declaration of Ecclesiasticall Discipline and off the De- 
clininge off the Churche off Englande, 2646 P. Bulkeley 
Gospel Covt. iv, 347 In times of general declining. 2650 
R. Hollingworth Exerc . Usurped Powers 39 Partiall and 
temporary declinings in men from their said integritie. 

2. Avoidance (obs.) ; non-acceptance ; refusal. 

1607 Topsell Fourf. Beasts (1673) m If any fall or sit 

down on the ground’ and cast away his weapon, they bite 
him not ; taking that declining for. submissive pacification. 
1636 Massinger Bashf. Lover v. i, There is now No con- 
tradiction or declining left : I must and will go on. 1786 
Mad. D’Arblay Diary * 7 Aug., To save myself from more 
open and awkward declinings. 

3. Gradual sinking or descent ; downward slope 
or declivity. 

1602 Cornwallyes Disc. Seneca {162,1) 7 Being once brought 
to that declining, they never leave rolling untill they come 
to the bottome of unhappinesse. 2602 Carew Cornwall 
145 b, Upon the declyning of a hill the house is seated. 
2622 Brerewood Lang. <$• Relig. xiii. 139 Pliny, in the de- 
rivation of water, requireth one cubit of declining in 240 
foot of proceeding, a 1703 Pomfret Poet. Wks. (18331 9 
A short and dubious bliss On the declining of a precipice. 

4. Of the sun, etc.: Descent towards setting; 
hence of the day, one’s life, etc. : Drawing to its 
close ; - Decline sb. 2. 

1588 A. King tr. Canisins ’ Catech. I viij, Ye hicht and de- 
clyning of ye sone. a 1620 Healey Theophrastus xxvii. 
(1636) 92 The going downe of our strength, and the declin- 
ing of our age. a 1662 Heylin Laud 1. 64 In the declining 
of the year 1626. 

5. Falling off, decay, decreasing, waning, etc. ; 

*= Decline sb. 1. 

2481 Caxton Myrr. m. i. 132 Yf the sonne andtherthe were 
of one lyke gretenesse, this shadowe shold haue none ende, 
but shold be all egal without declynyng. 1582 Mulcaster 
Positions xxxvii. (1887) 259 All that . . write of the declining 
and ruine of the Romain Empire. 1622 Drayton Poly-olb. 
xix. (1748) 333 Rest content, nor our declining rue. 2645 
Milton Tetrach. (1851)202 The next declining is, when law 
becomes now too straight for the secular manners, and those 
too loose for the cincture of law. 

6. Gram. = Declension 4; formerly in wider 
sense : Inflexion, including conjugation. 

2565-78 Cooper Thesaurus Introd., Nownes and verbes 
maye be knowne by their declining. 1599 Minsheu Span. 
Gram. 35 The verbes Irregular (in which is found hardnes 
and difficultie to the learner for their declining). 2612 
Brinsley Pos. Parts (1669) 108 There are certain Adjectives 
which have two manner of endings and declinings. .both in 
us and is. 1740 J. Clarke Educ. Youth (ed. 3) 82 The 
Article is of no Manner of Use for the Declining of Nouns. 
Declr mn g, ppL a . [-ing 2 .] That declines : 
see the verb. 

1. Having a downward inclination, sloping down- 
wards; oblique. 

1553 Eden Treat. Newe Ind. (Arb.) 14 It standeth in 
a place somewhat declyning. 1571 Digges Pantom. m. 
Q b, This perpendicular . . in directe solides falleth within 
the body, and vppon the base, but in declyning solides, 
it falleth without the bodies and bases. 2655-60 Stanley 
Hist. Philos. (1701) 0/2 The height of the great Pyramid 
..is by its perpendicular. .499 Feet, by its declining ascent, 
693 Feet. 2793 Copper-plate Mag. No. x The mansion . . is 
approached by a circular sweep through a declining lawn. 
2802-3 tr. Pallas' Trav. (1812) I. 61 The Volga, which flows 
. . through a gradually-declining valley. 

b. Dialling. Deviating from the prime vertical 
or meridian : see Declination 9. 

2593 Fale Dialling 4 All such plats as behold not some 
principall part of the world directly, are called Declining. 
The quantity of their declination is found out thus, 

1640 Wilkins New Planet ii. (1707} 165 In all declining 
Dials, the Elevation of whose Pole is less than the Sun's 
greatest Declination. 1669 Sturmy Mariner's Mag. vii. 
xvi. 25 AH Declining Planes lie in some Azimuth, and cross 
one another in the Zenith and Nadir. 2703 Moxon Meek , 
Exerc. 31 1. 

2. Bending or bowing down ; drooping. 

2596 Shaks. Tam. Skr. 1. i. 119 With, .tempting kisses. 
And with declining head. 2776 Withering Brit. Plants 
(1796) III. 605 Pedicles declining, Flower-scales cloven. 
28x6 Byron Siege Cor. xix, Declining was his attitude. 


3 . Qf the sun: Sinking towards setting ; transf. 
of the day : Drawing to its close. 

c 2620 T. Robinson M. Magd. 375 The Sun peep’d in 
with his declininge raye. 2697 Dryden. Virg. Georg, iv. 
273 Nor end their Work, but with declining Day. 2833 
Ht. Martineau Vande7put $ S. ix. 233 The beams of the 
declining sun glistering on the heaving surface. 1834 S. 
Rogers Poems 126 Till declining day, Thro’ the green 
trellis shoots a crimson ray. 

4 . Falling off from vigour, excellence, or pros- 
perity ; becoming weaker or worse ; failing, waning, 
decaying (in health, fortunes, etc.) ; in a decline. 

1593 Shaks. Rich. //, u. i. 240 In this declining Land; 
2603 Knolles Hist. Turks Introd., The long and still de- 
clining state of the Christian Commonweale. 2745 De Foe's 
English Tradesman (2841) I. vii. 53, I speak it to every 
declining tradesman, 2776 Gibbon Decl. + F. I, 401 The 
declining health of the emperor Constantius. 2876 J. H. 
Newman Hist. Sk. I. 1. Hi. 221 This desolation is no acci- 
dent of a declining empire. 

b. Of a person’s age, life, years, etc. (Mixture 
of senses 3 and 4.) 

1615 Latham Falconry (1633) 31 Towards their declining 
age.. 1697 Dryden Mneid ix. 638 Thus looks the prop of my 
declining years ! 1780 Johnson Lett, to Mrs. Thrale 18 Apr., 
Declining life is a very awful scene. 1875 Jowett Plato 
(ed. 2) V. 7 Such a sadness was the natural effect of declining 
years and failing powers. 

5 . That declines (jurisdiction); that refuses to 
accept, etc. 

1639 Baillie Lett fy Jrnls. I. 155 A present excommuni- 
cating of all the declyning Bishops. 

Declimist. nonce~wd. [f. Decline sb. + -ist.] 
(See quot.) 

2832 Whewell in Todhunter Acc. WhewelTs Writ, (2876) 
II. 122 [Dr. Brewster] has now chosen to fancy that we are 
all banded together to oppose his favourite doctrine of the 
decline of science ; though the only professor who has 
written at all on the subject is Babbage, the leader of the 
Declinists. 

Beclinograpll (dzlriarnAgraf). [irreg. f. L. 
declzndre (as etymon of declination) + -graph, Gr. 
-7 pcupos writing.] An astronomical instrument or 
arrangement’ for automatically recording the de- 
clination of stars with a filar micrometer. 

2883 D. Gill in Encycl. Brit. XVI. 256 It is found with, 
this declinograph on the Berlin equatorial, that the observed 
declinations have only a probable error of ±0*9". 

IlecHHOmeter (deklin^mi'toi). Magn . [irreg. 
f. as prec. + -meter, Gr. fxerpov measure.] 

1 . Magn. An instrument for measuring the varia- 
tion of the magnetic needle. 

1858 in Simmonds Diet. Trade . 2870 R. M. Ferguson 
Electr. 29 Instruments for determining magnetic declination 
are called declination needles or declinometers. 2881 Max- 
well Electr. + Magn, II. 112 The declinometer gives the 
declination at every instant. 

2 . Astr. An instrument for observing and regis- 
tering declination. 

1883 D. Gill in Encycl. Brit. XVI. 255 Bond’s mica 
declinometer. 

[Deelinous, Deelivant : see List of S furious 
Words J 

Becli’vate, ct. [irreg. f. L. didiv-is : see De- 
ceive.] ‘Descending; declining; inclining down- 
ward ’ (Syd. Soc. Lex. 1881). 

+ Beclive (dihlorv), a. Obs. [a. F. diclive 
(Pard 1 6th c. in Surg. sense), ad. L. declivis 
sloping downward, £ De- I. 1 + div-us slope, 
hill.] 

Sloping downwards. 

2635 Swan Spec. M. vi. § 2 (1643) 288 The waters^ coming 
down from the Caspian hills settling themselves Jn those 
declive and bottomie places where the said Sea is. 2644 
Digby Nat. Bodies xx. (1658) 228 An easier and more declive 
bed. 1669 W. Simpson Hydrol. Chym. 284 Declive currents 
out of brooks. 

+ Deelived, a. Obs. [f. L. declivis (see prec.) 
or ? error for declined.'] 

1575 Banister Chyrurg. 11. (1585) 373 Open the skull in 
the most bending or deelived place. 

Declivitous (d/kli* vitas), a. [£ L. type *de- 
cllvitbs~us y f. dedivitas : see Declivity and -ous : 
cf. Aoclivitous.] Having a (considerable) de- 
clivity or slope ; steep. 

2799 R. Warner Walk (1800)94 The approach to Culbone 
church is by a small foot-path, narrow, ragged, and .. de- 
clivitous. 1802 Bray Jrnl. in Mrs. Bray Descr. Devon 
(1835) I. 237 The declivitous sides qf this tor. 1882^ Proc. 
Berw. Nat. Club IX. 454 In descending the next declivitous 
hill. 

Declivity (d/kli viti). [ad. L. dedlvitat~em 9 
f. decliv-is : see Declive and -ity. Cf, F. dlclvviti 
(Diet. Acad. 1762).] 

1 . Downward slope or inclination (of a hill, etc.). 

2622 Brerewood Lang. <5* Relig. xiv. 147 It is the property 

of water ever to fall that way, where it findeth declivity. 
2666 Phil. Trans. I. 361 With what declivity the Water 
runs out of the Buxine Sea into the Propontis. 2828 Byron 
Ch. Har. iv. lxvii, Upon a mild declivity of hill, i860 
Hawthorne Ft. + It. Jrnls. II. 301 The declivity of most 
of the streets keeps them remarkably clean. 

2. concr. A downward slope. 

1695' Woodward Nat. Hist. Earth tl. "(17yd) 28a They ' 
will mot flow unless upon a Declivity.' 2794 Mas. Radcliffe 
Myst. Udolpho i, A grove which stood, on the brow of a 
gentle declivity, i860 Tyndall Glac. 1. viii 58, I could see 
the stones, .jumping down the declivities. 
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Declivous (di'kbrvss), a. [f. L. dediv-us } 
rare var. of decliv-is (see Decljve) + -ous : cf. 
Acclivous.] Having a downward inclination; 
sloping, slanting. (Now rare exc. as in b.) 

1684 tr. Bonet's Merc . Commit, v. 141 Pus . . may this way 
tetter runout, because of the more declivous site of the open- 
ing. a 1722s Lisle (1752) *73 On a ground declivous 

from the sun. 1786 Gilpin Piet. Beauty Cumbrld. (1808) I. 
xiv. 211 We left the Derwent in its declivous course between 
two mountains, 1853 G. Johnston Nat. Hist. E. Bord. I. 
251 This hurries along as the gap deepens, and becomes, at 
every step, more declivous. 

b. spec, in Zool. Sloping downwards. 

*847 Johnston in Proc. Berw. Nat. Club II. 228 Rostrum 
Jong, tapered, porrect, declivous. 3:877 Coues Fur Amm. 
iv. 99 Frontal profile, .strongly declivous. 

t Declrvy, a, Ohs. rare. [f. L. dedwi-s : cf. 
Clivy.] Sloping downwards. 

1609 Heywood Brit. Troy vn. xiL 143 There is a steepe 
declivy way lookes downe, 

t Declo'se, v, Obs. rare . [See De- I. 6 .] = 


Disclose. 

*4.. Prose Legends in Anglia VIII. 115 It maye not be 
perceyued >at she holdith f>e sacramente m hir moujie . . or 
swolowes or declose]} hit in her moujie. 

t Decoct, sb. Obs. rare- 1 , [ad. L. decoct-um 
sb. ; prop, neuter of pa. pple. decoct -us : see next.] 
A decoction. 


1551 Turner Herbal 1. (35681 O ij a, To gyuethe decoct or 
broth of it wyth wyne vnto nurses, when they want mylke. 
t Deco ct, ppl a. Obs. [ad. L. decoct-us , pa. 
pple. of decoqu-ere to boil down or away. In 
earlier use, both as pple. and adj., than Decoct v., 
after the introduction of which this continued for 
some time as its pa. pple., till gradually superseded 
by the regular decocted ,] 

1. Decocted; subjected to heat; digested, etc. : 


see the verb. 

c 1420 Ballad. on Hush 1. 650 Puls decoct and colde. 
2503 Fisher Penit. Ps. WJcs. (1876) 177 The hete of thy 
charyte whereby we may be decocte and made harde as 
stones. 1533 Elyot Cast. Helth (1541) 9 a, Matter decocte 
or boyled in the stomacke, 154$ Raynold Byrth M ankynde 
n. vi. (1634) 122 Wine in which is decoct Motherwort. 2673 
Salmon Syn. Med. in. xxiL 434 The root decoct in water 
purgeth Flegm and Choller. 

2. Bankrupt. [L. decoqu&re to run through one s 
estate, become bankrupt.] 

1529 Wolsey To A ntbassadors at Rome (MS. Cot t. Vzt. 
B. xi. f. 83), The banker of Venice, to whom ye wer assigned 
by Anthony Viualde for vHj“* ducates is decoct. 

Decoct (dfkffkt), v. [f. Decoct ppl a. or L. 
decoct ppl. stem of decoqu-Pre to boil down or 
away, f. De- I. 3 b + coquere to boil, cook.] 
f 1. To boil down or away; to concentrate by 


boiling. Obs. 

1538 Leland I tin. IV. in The Wychmen use the Com- 
modity of their Sault Springes in drawinge and decocting 
the Water of them onely by 6 Monthes in the Yeare. 1548 
Vicaky Englishm. 7 'reas. {162 6) 177 Let all these be decocted 
to the forme of a Syrope. *620 Venner Via Recta (1650) 
14 1 This being the third time diluted and decocted. 

pig. <21661 Fuller Worthies (1840) I. ii, 7 A Proverb is 
much matter decocted into few words. 

f 2. fig. To diminish, consume, waste. Obs. [So 
L. decoquirel] 

1629 N. Carpenter Achitophel m. 54 To haue decocted 
bis fortunes and an ancient family. 1654 H. L’Estrange 
Chas. I (1655) 130 Had be wasted and decocted bis 
Treasure xn luxury and riot, a 1677 Barrow Serm* Wks. 
3736 1. 123 When the predominant vanities of the age are 
somewhat decocted, 

f 3. To prepare as food by the agency of fire; 
to boil, cook. Obs. 


C1420 [see Decoct ppl. a.}. 1547 Boohde Brev. Health 
cccxxxv. 108 b, As the fyre doth decocte the meates and the 
broth in the pot, so doth the liuer vnder the stomake decoct 
the meat in mannes body. 3657 Tomlinson Renods Lisp. 
66 Flesh is decocted at the fire on a spit. 


f b. tram/. To warm up, as in cooking. Obs. 

1599 Shaks. Hen. m. v. 20 Can sodden Water., Decoct 
their cold blood to such valiant beat ? 

1 4. To digest in the stomach. (Regarded as a 
kind of cooking ; cf. Concoct v. 4 .) Also fig. 

*533 [see Decoct///, a.]. 154a Boohde Dyetary ix. {1870) 
250 A surfyt is whan . . the Iyuer, whiche is the fyre vnder the 
potte .. can not naturally nor traely decocte, defye, ne 
dygest, the superabundaunce of meate & drynke the whiche 
is in the potte or stomacke. 1547 [see prec.]. 2592 Davies 
Jmmort. Soul xn. ii, (1714) 64 There she decocts, and doth 
the Food prepare. 1608 S. Hieron and Ft. Be/, Ministers * 
Reas. Ref us. Subscription 121 More gredily disposed to 
devoure and swallowe, .then to decocte and reteine. 


+ 5. To prepare or mature (metals or mineral 
ores) by heat. (Pertaining to old notions of 
natural science ; cf. Concoct v. 2 .) Obs. 

X50S [see Decoct ppl. a.]. x6xo Guillim Heraldry m. 
vi. (1660) 126 Metals are. '.bodies imperfectly living, and are 
decocted in the veins of the Earth, 1633 H. Cogan Diod. 
Sic. 233 The iron which is made of these stones decocted in 
furnaces, they divide into pieces, 

1 6. fig. To prepare, devise, Concoct, Obs. rare. 
.3602 Marston Antonio's Rev. iv. Hi, What villanie are 
they decocting now? 1613 T. Mill.es Treat. Anne, <$• Mod. 
Times 718/1 A word to win Laughter must be quickly de- 
cocted, woorking upon some sudden and .unexpected thing. 

7. To boil so as to extract the soluble parts or 
principles ; to prepare a decoction of. 


3545 [see Decoct ppl a.]. 159.9 A. M. tr. Gabelhaueds 
Bk , Physicke 79/1 Decocte a vivificente Eele, in a pot of 
water, skimme therof the axungietye of the Eele, reserve 
the same, & let it stand a certayn time. 1004 Evelyn 
Sylva ( 1679) 2 9 Young red Oaken leaves decocted m wine, 
make an excellent gargle for a sore mouth. 3743 £<?««• <y 
Country Brew. 11. (ed. 2) 101 The common Way of infusing 
and decocting Herbs a long Time, is injurious to Health. 
Hence Deco’cted ppl. a. , 

a 1593 Marlowe Ignoto , To do thee good, 1 11 freely spend 
my thrice-decocted blood [cf. Concoction i bj. 1010 K. C. 
Times' Whistle vi. 2770 Fine gellies of decocted sparrowes 
bones. 1725 Bradley Fam. Diet. s.v. Sallet, Some few tops 
of the decocted Leaves may be admitted. 

Deco*ctible, a. rare- 0 , [f. L. decoct- ppl. 
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decocted. 

1656 Blount Glossogr., Decoctible , easie to be sodden or 
boyled. 2730-6 in Bailey \ folio). Hence in Johnson, etc. 

Decoction (d/k^-kjsn). Also 4-5 -eyott, 5-6 
-eioun, 6 deeokeien. [a. Of*, decoction - , •cocctun 
( 13 th c.), ad. L. decoction- em> n. of action f. deco- 
quire to Decoct.] 

1. The action of decocting ; esp. boiling in water 
or other liquid so as to extract the soluble parts or 
principles of the substance. 

<ri4 3 o Lydg. Min. Poems (1840) 82 (M&tz.) The coke by 
mesour sesonyth his potages. . By decoccioune to take theyr 
avauntages. 3502 Aknolde Chron. 165 Moysted water 
of the deeokeien of benes. 2605 Timme Quersit. j. vi. 24 
The airey . . parts . . are separated by decoction. 1718 Qui ncy 
Compl. Disp. 1x2 This Plant affords a verp soft mucilagin- 
ous Substance in Decoction. 3807 T. Thomson Ckem. 
(ed. 3) II. 357 Catechu, .is a substance obtained by decoction 
and evaporation from a species of mimosa which abounds in 
India. 

fb. Digestion. Obs. 

1533 Elyot Cast . Helth (1541) 8 b, By insufficient decoc- 
tion m the second digestion. 1658 A. Fox Wurtz' Surg. 
l ix. 36 The stomack hath a decoction to digest the meats 
he feedeth on. 

■f 2. Maturing or perfecting by heat; esp. of 
metals or mineral ores. Obs. 

(Pertaining to old notions as to the composition and forma- 
tion of metals : cf. Concoction 2.) 

1430 Lydg. Chron. Troy tv. xxxiii, To white he tourneth 
with his beames shene Both sede and grains by decoction. 
*555 Eden Decades 334 By the belpe of fermentaeion and 
decoction of the minerall hente. 1577-87 Harrison England 
in. xl 237 The substance of sulphur and quicksiluer being 
mixed in due proportion, after long and temperate decoction 
in the bowels of the earth . . becommeth gold ; 1671 J. 
Webster Metallogr. iv, 73 According to the variety of tne 
degrees of decoction and alteration, into divers metallick 
forms. 


+ 3. Reduction by evaporation in boiling, boiling 
down ; fig. reduction. Obs. 

3650 Fuller Pisga/t 1. 11. viii. 17 4 'The body of his men 
remaining was still too big, and must pass another decoction. 
1655 — Ch. Hist. m. v. § 34 Four and twenty prime per- 
sons were chosen, .which soon after (to make them the more 
cordial 1) passed a decoction, and were reduced to three, 

4. A liquor in which a substance, usually animal 
or vegetable, has been boiled, and in which the 
principles thus extracted are dissolved ; spec, as 
a medicinal agent. 

1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R . xvi. cat (Tollem. MS ', 
pis ston [lapis lazuli] scha) not be jeue with decoccyon. 
c 1400 Lanfranc's Cirurg. 216 Waisehe ]>e place wi}> a 
decoccioun of camomilie. 1563 T. Gale Antidot. n. 8 De- 
coctions.. be liquors and other thynges boyled together and 
then strayned.^ 1607 Topskll Four/, Beasts (1673) 332 
A ‘ decoction ’ is.. the broath of certain hearbs or simples 
boyled together in water till the third part be consumed. 
1741 Berkeley Let. Wks. 1871 IV, 266 'The receipt of a de- 
coction of briar-roots for the bloody flux, 1833 J. Rennie 
Alph. Angling , Lines, .tinted by a decoction of oak bark. 
Decretive, d, rare- 0 , [f. L. decoct- ppl. stem 
+ -ive.] Pertaining to decoction; having the 
quality of decocting. 

1727 Bailey vol. II, Decoctive x easily sodden. 1775 in 
Ash. 1828 in Webster. Hence in moo. Diets. 

t Beccrctor, Obs, rare. [a. L. decoder, , agent- 
n. f. decoquere to Decoct.] One who wastes or 
squanders ; a ruined spendthrift. 

3615 Crooke Body of Man 37 Wee.. may worthily las 
accounted decoctors and prodigals, if we keepe not our 
Patrimony together. 2622 Malynes Anc. Law-Merck. 234 
The Ciuilians. .haue attributed vnto this kind of people, the 
name of Decoctor. .otherwise called disturbers or consumers 
of other mens goods in the course of trafficke. 

+ Decocture. Obs- ° [ad. L, decoctura, f. 
decoct - : see Decoct, and - use.] =•• Decoction 4. 

1727 Bailey vol, II, Decocture, a Decoction, a Broth or 
Liquor wherein things have been boiled. Hence in Johnson, 
and mod.. Diets. : 

t De'ccgnize, v. nonce-wd. [f. De- I, 6 4 * 
Cognize,] tram. To cease or fail to recognize. 

1658-9 Burton’s Diary {1828) HI. 275 There was no re- 
cognition to King Charles, and no need of it,, I can de- 
cognize Charles Stuart and that family, but recognize I 
cannot 


Decoir, -ment, variants of Decore, -mint. 
Deceit, Decoity : see Dacoit, -y. 
f BecoTl, v. Obs. [a. F. dpcoUe-r^ or ad, L, 
decolld-rei] trans. To behead ; Decollate. 
Hence DecoTling vbl. sb. and ppl. cl 
. i6 4 8 Parliamentary Hist. (R.), By a speedy public dethron- 
ing and decollmgof the King, 2649 Phvnne. Find, Liberty 
Eng. 39 In the King’s own case, whom they decoded. 1653 


E. Cbisenhale Cath. Hist . 462 The only decoding instru- 
ment of Principality and Temporal Power, 
t Decollate,///. Obs. or arch. [ad. L. de- 
colldt-us , pa. ppie. of decollate : see next.] Be- 
headed : in early use as pa. pple. 

c 1470 Harding Chron. lxx. iii. He was heded with swerd 
and decollate. 1868 Browning Ring <S* Bk. xn. 268 All 
five, to-day, have suffered death . . he. Decollate by mere due 
of privilege, The rest hanged decently and in order. 

Decollate (d/k^ \e% de*k/.rit}, v. [f. L. de- 
colldt ppl. stem ol decolla-> e to behead, f. De- L 
6 + co Hum neck. As adaptation, of L. decclldt-us , 
decollate as pa. pple. was in use before any other 
part of the verb ; see prec.] 

1. trans. To sever at the neck ; to behead. 

2599 A. M. tr. Gabdhouer's Bk, Physicke 30/2 With on 
blow beheaded, or decollated, 1635 Heywood Hierarch, 
vn. 474 A statue with three heads, .two of them were quite 
heat off and' the Third was much bruised but not decob 
lated. 1656 H. Phillips Burch. Baft. (1676)257 Sir Walter 
Rawleigh decollated. 3782 W. F. Maktyn Iteog. Mag , I. 
720 The murderer , . is instantly decollated. *814 Southey 
in Q. Rev. XII. 223 Upon taking off the cloth he beheld 
a human head just decollated. 

2. Conch. To break off the apex of (a shell), 

1854 Woodward Mollnsca (.1856). 96 The inner courses of 

this shell probably break away or are * decollated * in the 
progress c f its growth. 

Decollated (see prec,), ppl, a. [f. prec. + -ed.] 

1. Severed 'at the neck ; beheaded, decapitated. 
1662 Ogilby King’s Coronation 3 A Trophy with decol- 
lated Heads, 3756 Burke Subl, 4 E. Iiurqd. 23 A fine 
piece of a decollated head of St.John the Baptist was shewn 
to a Turkish emperor. . a 1845 Barham Ingot. Leg,, Jerry 
Jarvis's Wig* Speaking of the decollated Martyr St,Beiiai« 
walk with his head under his arm. 

2. Conch. Of a spiral shell ; Truncated at the 
apex. 

This occurs normally in some univalve molluscs; In the 
course of growth, the animal ceases to occupy the apex* and 
throws a partition across, when the dead part breaks off, 
1847 Carpenter ZmL i 909 A shell thus deprived of its 
apex is said to be decollated, *854 Woodward Mollusm 
iv. (1856) 45 The deserted apex is sometimes very thin, and 
becoming dead and brittle, it breaks away, leaving the shell 
truncated, or decollated. 

Decollation (d/kpl^ jan). [a. F, decollation 
(13th c. in Hatzfcld), ad, L, dh’olldiim-em t n. of 
action f. decolld; e : see prec ] 

1. The action of decollating or beheading; the 
fact of being beheaded ; spec, in Obstetric 
severance of the head from the body of a foetus. 

Feast ^ of the Decollation of Si, John the Baptist ; a 
festival in the Roman, Greek, and other Christian churches 
in commemoration of the beheading of St* John the Baptist, 
observed on the 29th of August. " 

3387 Trevisa higden (Rolls* IV, 34s OJwsr men tciiejh h at 
it isnbutp [>e teste of |»e decollaciotitt, ibid, V, Of 

the decollacioun of Seim. John. 3485 Caxtom St. Wmefr. 13 
The lyf whiche she alter hyr decoiladkm lyued by the space 
of 15 yen*. 1494 Faiyam Chron, in. 46a In this xnv. ycre, 
aboute the feast of the Decollacion of Seynt luhn Ilaptyit, 
3647 Wharton Irelands War Wks. skt The Decol- 
lation of Mary Queen of Scots, 1654 Vi j vain Rpit. Ess. 
vii, 31 A fourth is added of King Churls decollation, S793 
W. Hodges Trent, India ox The grand sacrifice was pre- 
ceded by the decolation of a kid and a cock, the head* of 
which were thrown upon the altar. *84! Mrs. Jamison 
Sacr. 4 Leg. Art 1x850) 131 The decollation of St* Paul, 
*884 S ala Journey due South 1, 1,(1887! 18 [lie] fttnenuously 
dented the painlessness of decollation by the guiUotine* 
fig. 2646' Sift T, Browne Pseud, Kp. t. ii, 7 lie by a decol- 
lation. of all hope annihilated his mercy. . 

2, Conch. The truncating or truncated condition 
of a spiral shell ; see Decollated a, 

1866 Tati Brit. Mollmks iv. *85 The decollation of the 
upper whorls of the sheik, 

Decollator Ot Mrit.'uj. [agent-n, is L. form 
from decollate to Decollate.] 

1. One who decollates ; a decapttator* 

*843 Blaekm, Mag , LI II. §rt The , , would 

have raised you by acclamation to the dignity of Decollator, 
of the royal family, 

2. Surg, An obstetric instrument for performing 
decollation of the foetus ; a decapitator. 

387* Bashes Led* OhL (Mir, a 17-8 If BmunT decollator 
Ik used the movement employed ii rotatory from . right to 

left. 

It Decollete a, ; km, 4«, [Kr. f 

pa. ppie. of ddeolleter to expose the neck, etc., f. 
de-, des* (Db- I, 6) + collet collar of a dress.] 
a. Of a dress, etc, ; Cut low round the neck ; low- 
necked* b. Wearing a low-necked dress, 

, X83* Grevills Mem, Geo, fVitiw 1 1 , xiil io 61 *he Queen 
w a prud% and will not let the utditiA come diceiktm to 
Bor parties, x&f8 Thackerav Fmm, Fair xlvill, A' stout' 
twwwa of sixty* cMcolktfc *^4 West, Dmity Perns *6 
Dec 7/4 Englishwomen will imitate their French sisters in 
-.the exceastvely decolietd bmlkei, .they pstranise. 
Decolorant id/krlrirlot), a. anil sb, [a. F, 
dicobrmt , pr, pple, of iicohnr^ repr. L. dkoibr* 
dnt-em ; see Dkcoi.ogk.] 

A. mij. Decolorising. 

*886-8 in Emyd. Diet 

B. sb. A deeobratiig agent, 

tM 4 in Wi»iTE»; 

Becolorat© (dfkirlar/t). a, {ad. L. dkd&rBt* 
Uff-.ptu. pple. of deeolbrin.] * Having lost, iti 
colour * {Syd, See, Lex, 1882), 
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Decelerate (d^ktrlore't), v. [f. ppl. stem of 
L. decolor are to Decolour.] + a. — Discolour 
( obs .). b. To deprive of colour, decolour. 

1623 Cockeram, Decelerate, to stable. a 1846 Phil. Mag. 
(cited in Worcester). In mod. Diets. 

Decoloration (dfk2?lsr*i*Jbn). Also -colour-, 
[a. F. dicoloration, ad, L. decolo; dtidnem, n. of 
action from decolordre to Decolour.] Depriva- 
tion or loss of colour ; + discoloration. 

1623 Cockeram, Decoloration, a staining. 1640 E. Chil- 
meao tr. F errand's Love Melancholy 121 (T.) We must not 
understand by this word pale a simple decoloration or white- 
ness of the skin. 1727 Bailey vol. II, Decoloration, a stain- 
ing or marring the Colour. 1876 tr. Schiitzenberger's 
Ferment. 113 If we now add a fresh quantity of the reduc- 
ing fluid until the second decolouration. 

Decolorimeter (di'k^bri’mz'tar). [f. L. de- 
color-em deprived of colour + Gr. / ihpov measure : 
see -METER.] An instrument for measuring the 
power or effect of a decolorizing agent. 

1863-72 in Watts Diet. Chem. II. 308. 

Decolorize, -ourize (d/k^-loroi z), v. [f. De- 
II. 1 + Colorize.] tram. To deprive of colour. 

1836-9 Todd Cycl.Anat. II. 503/2 Chlorine passed through 
a solution of hsematosine decolorizes it, 1870 P. M. Duncan 
Transform. Insects (1882) 170 The leaves, and even the 
variegated flowers, are in this way often completely de- 
colourised. fig. 1887 F. Robinson New Relig. Med.jZ 
Temperament plays a part, colouring or decolourizing 
present and future. 

Hence Decolorization, -izing*, the action of de- 
priving of its colour ; BecoTorizer, an agent that 
decolorizes; B ©colorizing' ppl. a. 

1871 Athenaeum 19 Aug. 251 The decolonization of 
flowers and leaves by electrical discharges, c 1865 Letheby 
in Circ. Sc. I. 125/2 The charcoal is very valuable as a de- 
odoriser and disinfectant. 1861 Hulme tr. Moquin-Tandon 
Ii. in. 160 Its decolorizing properties. 

Decolour, -or (dilarlw), v. [a. F .dicolore-r, 
or ad, L. decolordre , to deprive of its colour, dis- 
colour, f. De- I. 6 '+ colorare to colour. Cf. Dis- 
colour.] f 1 . trans. To discolour ; fig. to stain. 

c 1618 E. Bolton Hypercritica (1722) 210 That Herb, with 
which the Britanns are reported to have painted and de- 
colour’d their Bodies. 1630 Brathwait Eng. Gentlem. t 1641) 
198 , 1 remember with what character that proud Cardinall 
was decoloured. . 

2 . To deprive of colour, decolorize. Hence 
Decolouring ppl. a. 

1832 G. R. Porter Porcelain 4 Gl. 19 6 To which are added 
manganese and oxide of cobalt as decolouring substances. 
18S1 Hulme tr. M oq uin- Tandon 11. in. 160 Animal charcoal 
is used for the purpose of decolouring various liquids. 

f Decoloured, ppl. a. Obs. rare — K [F or de - 
collaredl] Cut low in the neck ; low-necked. 

c 1430 Pilgr. Lyf Manhode n. civ. (18695 n^Tonekkeand 
breste white a coote wel decoloured \escolletees\ to be wel 
biholde. 

Decomplex (dzk^mpledts), a. [f. De- I. 5 4- 
Complex, alter decomposite , decompound .] Re- 
peatedly complex ; compounded of parts which 
are themselves complex. 

1748 Hartley Observ. Man 1. i. 77 The Varieties of the 
Associations hinder particular ones from being so close and 
permanent, between the complex Parts of decomplex Ideas, 
as between the simple Parts of complex ones. 1840 De 
Quincey Style i. Wks. 1890 X. 150 This monster model of 
sentence, bloated with decomplex intercalations .. is the 
prevailing model in newspaper eloquence. 

t Decompose, v. Sc. Obs.~ 1 [ad. med.L. 
decompbnere, back-formation from decompositus : 
see Decomposite.] — Decompound v. i. Hence 
f Decompomit ppl. a. = Decompound a. 

1522 Vaus Rudiment. Dd iiij b (Jam.), How mony figures 
is there in ane pronowne? Thre. Quhilk thre ? Ane 
simple, & ane componit, and ane decomponit. The simple 
as is, the componit as idem, the decomponit as identidem. 

Decomponeut (dzl^mp^i-nent). ? Obs. 
[Formed on a L. type de-component ~em, f. de-com- 
ponere, not in ancient L., but inferred from decom- 
pose, decomposition : see De- I. 6 .] 

A decomposing agent. 

*797 Henry in Phil. Trans. LXXXVII. 409 That the de- 
component of the water, - is not a metallic body, will appear 
highly probable. 1800 Ibid. XC. 189 The action of the 
electric fluid itself, as a decomponent. 

Decompo ’Bible, a. rare. [f. assumed L. de- 
componere (see prec.) 4 - -BLE.] Capable of being 
decomposed or resolved into its elements. 

1859 H. Coleridge in Philol. Soc. Trans. 19 The word is 
decomponible in that language into simpler elements. 

Decomposability (d?k^mp^«zabrliti). Also 
-ibility. [f. next 4 * -ity.] The quality or pro- 
perty of being decomposable. 

1862 Ansted Channel 1 st. 1. iv. < ed. 2) 64 A proof of the de- 
composability of the granite rock. 1881 Lockyer in Nature 
No. 617. 397 This decomposibility of the terrestrial elements. 

Decomposable (dzk^mpJ-uzabT), a. Also 
-ible. [f. next 4* -ABLE; so F. decomposable (1790 
in Hatzf.).] Capable of being decomposed, or 
separated into its constituent elements. (Usually 
in reference to chemical decomposition.) 

1784 Kirwan in Phil. Trans . LXXIV. 180 Plumbago can- 
not be supposed decomposable by red precipitate. 1800 
Henry Epit. Chem. (1808) 419 ^Decomposible substances. 
2832 Brewster Optics vii. 73 This white light will possess 


the remarkable property of.. being decomposable only by 
absorption. 1872 Huxley Phys. iv. 83 Animal matter of 
a highly decomposable character. 

Decompose (dfk/mp<?u*z), v. [a. F. dicont - 
pose-r (16th c. in Littre), f. dd-, des - (De- I. 6 ) + 
composer to Compose.] 

1 . trans . To separate or resolve into its con- 
stituent parts or elements. (Of the separation of 
substances into their chemical elements, of light 
into its constituent colours ; also of force or motion. 
Cf. Decomposition 2.). 

a 1751 Bolingbroke Ess. i. Hunt. Kncnvl. (R.),The chemist 
who has. .decomposed a thousand natural, and composed as 
many artificial bodies. 1805 Med. Jml. XIV. 272 Attempts 
to decompose water by the Galvanic pile. 1831 Brewster 
Optics vii. § 66. 72 We have therefore by absorption decom- 
posed green lignt into yellow and blue, c 2860 Faraday 
Forces Nat. i. 28, I can decompose this marble and 
change it. 

b. To disintegrate; to rot. 

1841 W. Spalding Italy 4 It. Isl. I. 19 The seasons de- 
compose its cliffs. 

C. fig. of immaterial things. 

1796 Burke Lett. Noble Ld. Wks. VIII. 61 Analytical 
legislators, and constitution-venders, . are quite as busy in 
their trade of decomposing organization. 1816 Scott 
Antiq . i, Were I compelled to decompose the motives of my 
worthy friend. 2846 Mill Logic Introd. § 7, I do not 
attempt to decompose the mental operations in question 
into their ultimate elements. 

t d. Printing. To distribute (type that has been 
set up or composed') . Obs . 

18x6 Singer Hist. Cards 153 Go and take out the pieces 
from the press, and decompose them. 

2 . intr. (for refill) To suffer decomposition or 
disintegration ; to break up ; to decay, rot. 

1793 Beddoes Calculus, etc. 215 The mucus, contained in 
great quantities in the lungs, and which is continually de- 
composing. 1865 Sat. Rev. 11 Man 269/1 These broken 
armies decompose into bands of roving marauders. ^ 1872 
Huxley Phys. vii. 156 Such compounds as abound in the 
mineral world, or immediately decompose into them. Mod. 
Soon after death the softer parts of organized bodies begin 
to decompose. 

Decomposed (dfk^mptfwzd), ppl. a. [f. prec. 
4* -ED L] Subjected to organic decay, rotten. 

2846 NonconfNX. 28 Why should decomposed potatoes be 
more objectionable than decomposed partridges? 

Decomposer. [-ER L] Something that de- 
composes ; a decomposing agent. 

1821 Examiner 20/1 The turn for parody seems, .to be, in 
its very essence, a decomposer of greatness. 1850 Jml. R . 
Agric. Soc. 235 The soil is a slow decomposer of manure. 

JDecomposible, -ibility: see Decomposable, 
-ability. 

Decompo’sing, ppl. a. [-tng 2 .] That de- 
composes ; usually intr. undergoing decomposition, 
in process of organic decay. 

1833 Thirl wall in Philol. Museum II. 546 The decom- 
posing hand has grown tired of its work. 1862 Ansted 
Channel Isl. 11. x. (ed. 2) 263 Veins of soft clay and some 
of decomposing greenstone. 1870 H. Macmillan Bible 
Teach, viii. 153 These plants die, and form by their decom- 
posing remains a rich and fertile mould. 

Decomposite (dfkp'mptfzit), a. and sb. [ad. 
late L. decompositus , a Latin rendering of Gr. trapa- 
cnjvQeros used by Priscian in the sense * formed or 
derived from a compound word by mediaeval and 
modern L. writers as ? further or more deeply com- 
pounded’. Cf. Decomponk. Hence a series of 
senses, found also in decompound , decomposition , in 
which de- is used differently from the more ordinary 
sense in decompose and derivatives. See De- I. 5 .] 
A. adj. Further compounded ; formed by adding 
another element or constituent to something already 
composite. 

2655 Gouge Comm. Heb. Epist., Simply, compound, or 
decomposite notions. 1869 Latham s. v,, The decomposite 
character of such words is often concealed or disguised. 

33 , sb. A decomposite substance, word, etc. ; 
a compound formed from something already com- 
posite. 

1622 T. t Jackson Judah 48 That elegant metaphorical! 
decomposite of the Apostle unto Timothie [2 Tim. I. 6, 
ai'a£o> 7 rvpew * rekindle *]. a 2626 Bacon Minerals Wks. 
1857 III. 807 The decomposites of three metals or more, are 
too long to enquire of. 1678 Phillips, Decomposite, a term 
in Grammar, signifying a word equally compounded, that 
is by the addition of two other words, as In-dis-positzo. 
270 6 — (ed. Kersey), Decomposite (in Grammar), a Word 
doubly compounded; as In-dis-position ; also, a Term 
us’d by Apothecaries, when a Physical Composition is 
encreas’d. 2848 Latham Eng. Lang. § 299 Compounds 
wherein one element is Compound are called Decomposites. 
2863 W. Smith tr. Curtins’ Gr. Gram., Eng. Index, Decom- 
posites, Augmfent] in, § 239 [Some verbs, which are not 
merely compounded with prepositions, but derived from 
already compound nouns (Decomposita), have the Augment 
at the beginning]. 

Decomposition (dfkpmp^zrjbn). [n. of action 
f. Decompound and Decompose, with the respective 
senses of the prefix in these words ; cf. decomposite. 
Mod.F. has decomposition in sense 2, of date 1694 
in Acad. Diet., whence perhaps the English 
'■uses. 

For the adventitious association of compose and composi- 
tion, see these words.] 


I. Allied to Decomposite: with De- I. 5. 

I . Further composition or compounding; 
compounding of things already composite. ACf. 
Decomplex, Decompound.) Obs. 

1659 O Walker Instruct . Oratory 52 The English, .hath 
an elegant way of expressing them [Epithets], .in a dexterous 
decomposition of two, or three words together. As : Tast- 
pleasing-fruits, 1674 Boyle Corpusc. Philos. 11 The almost 
innumerable diversifications, that compositions and decom- 
positions may make of a small number, not perhaps exceeding 
twenty, of distinct things. 2690 Locke Hum. Und. iv. iv. 

£ 9 The many Decompositions that go to the making up the 
complex Ideas of those modes. 

II. Allied to Decompose : with De- I. 6. 

2 . The action or process of decomposing, separa- 
tion or resolution (of anything) into its constituent 
elements, a. Used of the separation of substances 
into their chemical elements, of light into the 
prismatic colours. Decomposition of forces, in 
Dynamics = Resolution of forces. 

1762 Univ. Mag. Jan. 12 If then the vinegar be used for 
precipitating it, there will be scarce any further decomposi- 
tion of this magistery. 2794 G. Adams Nat. 4 Exp. Philos. 
IV. xli. 1 19 The decomposition of forces into parallelograms. 
2800 tr. Lagrange’ s Chem . I. 53 Hydrogen gas . . is always 
produced in the greatest purity by the decomposition of 
water. 1828 Hutton Course Math. II. 142 Called the de- 
composition, or the resolution of forces. 2831 Brewster 
Optics vii. 66 In the decomposition and recomposition of 
white light, i860 T homson in Bowen Logic x, 348 Chemistry 
. .the science of the decomposition and combinations of the 
various substances that compose and surround the earth. 

b. The natural dissolution of compound bodies; 
disintegration; the process or condition of or- 
ganic decay; putrescence. 

1777 Priestley Mat, 4 Spir. ( 1782) I. xvii, yoo Death, 
with its. .dispersion of parts, is only a decomposition. 1794 
Sullivan View Nat. I. 77 This ancient rocky substance, and 
the sand produced by its decomposition. 2843 Darwin 
Voy. Nat. (1852)^ 164, I am inclined to consider that the 
phosphorescence is the result of the decomposition of the 
organic particles. 1863 Lubbock Prek. Times iv. (1869) 91 
The bones were in such a state of decomposition, that the 
ribs and vertebrae crumbled into dust, 

c. fig. of immaterial things. 

2762-72 H. Walpole Vertue’s Anecd. Paint. (1786) I. 8r 
Allegoric personages are a poor decomposition of human 
nature. 2793 Burke Policy of Allies Wks. 1842 I. 599 In 
France, .in the decomposition of society. 1874 Saycr Corn- 
par. Philol. vi. 240 It is very possible that the Aryan roots 
are capable of still further decomposition. 

Hence D ec omposi’t 1 onist , an advocate or sup- 
porter of decomposition, e.g. that of an empire, 
confederation, etc. 

_ 2849 'Tails Mag. XVI. 756 ‘ But/ say the decomposltion- 
ists, ‘ we seek not the destruction of this empire — we agitate 
not for its abolition.* 

t Decompo’Siire. Obs. rare. [f. Decompose ; 
see -urk,] Decomposition, resolution (of forces), 

2740 Stack in Phil. Trans. XLI. 420 There will be no De- 
composure, and the Force IC will not change into a Force 
that has the Radius OC for its Direction. 

U ©compound, (dfk^mpcuund), a. and sb. [f. 
De- I. 5 4- Compound a. : after late and med.L* 
decompositus Decomposite in same sense.] 

A. adj. Repeatedly compound ; compounded of 
parts which are themselves compound; spec . in 
Bot. of compound leaves or inflorescences whose 
divisions are further divided (L, decompositus , 
Lint: seus). 

a 2692 Boyle (J.), The pretended salts and sulphur are so 
far from being elementary parts extracted out of the body of 
mercury, that they are rather, to borrow a term of the 
grammarians, decompound bodies, made up of the whole 
metal and the menstruum, or other additaments employed 
to disguise it. 1793 Martyn Lang. Bot. s.v., Decompound 
leaf, Folium decompositum, when the primary petiole is so 
divided that each part forms a compound leaf. 1835 Lixdley 
Introd, Bot. (1848) II* 360 Decompound , having various 
compound divisions or ramifications. 1837-8 Sir W. Hamil- 
ton Logic xv. (1866) I : 275 Erroneous to maintain ..that 
a reasoning or syllogism is a mere decompound whole, 
made up of concepts. 2870 H. Macmillan Bible Teach. 
vii. 145 The lobed leaf passes by various stages into the 
compound, decompound, and supra-decompound. 

B. sb. A decompound thing, word, etc. ; a com- 
pound further compounded, or of which one or 
more elements are themselves compound. 

1624 Bp. Andrewes 06 Serm. (1641) 472 Super-exaltavit 
is a de-compound. There is, Ex and Super (both) in it. 
2622 Heylin Cosmogr. (1627) 469 That tne English lan* 

f uage is a decompound of Dutch, French, and Latine, 
hold. 17. . Arbuthnot, etc. (J.), No body should use 
any compound or decompound 01 the substantial verbs. 
2836-7 Sir W. Hamilton Metapk. xxi. (1859) II. 19 To use 
the word to cognise in connection with Its noun cognition, 
as we use the decompound to recognise in connection with 
its noun recognition. 2881 Chandler Gr. Accent. § 429 
Decompounds, or words consisting of more than two 
factors. 

Becompoimd (dz&^mpcurnd), v. [f, De- 1 . 5, 
II. 1 4- Compound v. ; cf. prec., and Decompose,] 
I. Connected with Decompound a. and Decom- 
posite. 

f 1 , trans. To compound further ; to form by 
combining compound constituents, or by adding 
another constituent to something already com- 
pound. Obs. 


DECORE. 


DECOILPOIJHDED. 

1673 Newton in Phil. Trans . VIII. 6110 The resulting 
White.. was compounded of them all, and only de-com- 
pemnded of those two. 16.. — (J.), If the intercepted 
colours be let pass, they will fall upon this compounded 
orange, and, together with it, decompound a white. 2690 
Locke Hunt, Und. in. ix. §6 A very complex Idea that is 
compounded and decompounded. 1747 Wesley Prim. 
Physic (1762I p. xv, The common Method of compounding 
and decompounding Medicines can never be reconciled to 
common sense. 

. II. Connected with Decompose. 

2 . To separate the constituent parts or elements 
of; to Decompose. 

Johnson 1755 says — ‘ This is a sense that has of late crept 
irregularly into chymical books.’ 

a 1751 Bolingbroke Ess. i. Hum. Knowl. (R.), If we 
consider that in learning, .the signification of these names, 
we learn to decompound them. 17 66 Cavendish in Phil. 
Trans . LV.IL 102 To decompound as much of the solution 
of chalk as contains 16 J grains of earth. 1793 J. Bowles 
Real Ground War w. France fed. 5) 25 Other States are 
to be broken up and decompounded. 1830 Herschel 
Stud. Nat. PkiL 11. ii (1851) 92 The chemist in his analysis, 
who accounts every ingredient an element till it can be de- 
compounded and resolved into others. 

Hence Becompoirndable a., capable of being 
decomposed. 

1797 Brit. Crit. Jzn. IX. 58 Discoveries . . which shew 
the universal dominion of air of different kinds, and that 
all nature seems to be decompoundable into fluidity. 

Decompou nded, ppl a. [f. prec. + -ed 1.] 

I. 1 . Further compounded ; made up of com- 
pound constituents ; spec, in Sot. and Zool. = De- 
compound. 

1674 Boyle Corpusc. Philos, 26 Amel is manifestly not only 
a compounded, but a decompounded body, consisting of 
salt and powder of pebbles pr sand, and calcined tin. 1794 
Martyn Rousseau's Bot. xix. 268 The leaves being decom- 
pounded. 185a Dana Crust. 1. 205 The areolation is very 
deep and the areolets not decompounded. 

XI. 2 . Separated into its constituent parts, de- 
composed. 

1797 Pearson in Phil. Trans. LXXXVII. 152 The oxygen 
and hydrogen gaz of the decompounded water. 1807 Van- 
couver Aerie. Devon, (1813) 22 Composed of the decom- 
pounded shale. 1841 Hor. Smith Moneyed Man II. ix. 
309 The very dust.. may consist of decompounded human 
hearts. 

T Decompt. Sc. Obs.— x [Cf. F . 1 descompt, an 
account giuen for things receaued ; a backe-reckon- 
ing’ (Cotgr.).] Account, reckoning. 

1584 Sc. Acts Jos. VI (1814) 325 (Jam.) Thair obligationis 
and decompt respectiue, meid be thair commissaris deput be 
thame to that effect, particularly thairvpon will testifie. 

Decon, obs. form of Deacon. 

Deconcatenate, Deconcentrate, -ation, 
etc. : see De- II. 1. 

t Deconce'rt, v. Obs. rare. [a. F. diconcerter 
(16th c.), f. dtf-, des - (De- I. 6) + concenter. ] 
tram. To put out of concert or agreement, dis- 
arrange ; *= Disconcert j . 

1715 M. Davies A then. Brit. I. 322 A more heterogene 
Metamorphosis, capable of deconcerting the closest Union 
and Interest. 

t Deconco*ct, v. Obs. rare. [f. De- I, 3 or 5 + 
Concoct v.] According to earlier physiological 
notions ; To reduce (imperfectly concocted humours 
or ill digested food) by farther digestion ; cf. 
Crudity 2. (In quoty^.) 

1655 Fuller Ch. Hist . vi. i. 267, I doubt not but since 
these Benedictines have had their crudities deconcocted, 
and have been drawn out into more slender threds of sub- 
- divisions. 

Deconsecrate (dfkp'nsfkr^t), v. [f. De- II. 

1 + Consecrate v.] tram. To undo the conse- 
cration of; to deprive of sacredness, secularize. 
Hence Deconsecrated ppl. a. ; Deconsecrartiou, 
the action or ceremony of deconsecrating. 

1867 CF St, Rev. id Feb. 150 The last new. .word ‘de- 
consecration * . . intended to convey to the public mind the 
fact, without the unpleasant associations, of what has hitherto 
been known under the . . title of ‘ desecration \ 1876 City 
Press 21 Oct 4/6 This Church was deconsecrated on Thurs- 
day. x%8zQ. Rev. Oct. 438 The bare deoonsecrated Nature 
which our author offers us as the substitute for Ood. 

Deconsi der, v. rare. [a. mod.F. ddconsi - 
direr : see De- II. 1 and Consider.] trans. To 
treat with too little consideration. Hence Be- 
consideration. 

1881 Med, ".Review' Apr., Med. Profession & Morality, 
In the Army and Navy, the surgeons, long unfairly decon- 
sidered, now haughtily claim equally unreasonable prece- 
dence.' i88z Miss Cobbe Peak in Darien 219 Women are 
■ . .actually much deconsidered by men. IMd., Would not 
their deconsideration be reflected on' Religion itself were 
they to become its authorized ministers ? 

Deconstruct, v. [f. De- II. i + C onstruct, 
after F. diconstruire.J tram. To undo the con- 
struction of, to take to pieces. Hence Becon- 
strrrction [also in F.]. 

188a McCarthy in 19 tk Cent. 859 A reform the beginnings 
of which must be a work of deconstruction. 

t Becontraxt, v, Obs. rare. [f. De- 1 . 3 or 5 
+ Contract v.J trans. To contract further. 

1647 Fuller Good Th. in Worse T. (1841) 93 This also 
seems too long : I decontract and abridge the abridgment 
of my prayers, yea. .tod often I shrink my prayers to a 
minute. 
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Deeonventionalize, deeopperize, -ation: 
see De- II. 1. 

+ Deco*ped 5 ppl. CL. Obs. rare-- 1 , [f. OF. di- 
copi, mod.F. dicoupi , cut down, minutely cut, 
slashed.] Cut in figures; slashed ; cf. Coup v 2 i. 

c 1400 Rom. Rose 843 And shode he was with grete 
maistrie, With shoon decoped. 

II Decor (de*kda). Obs. [a. L. decor (decor-), 
seemliness, comeliness, grace, beauty. Earlier Eng. 
had decu'r, deceit r, deco’ re app. through French: 
see Decore sbl\ Comeliness, beauty, ornament. 

1656 Blount Glossogr . , Decor ; comeliness or beau ty . 1664 
Evelyn tr. FrearPs Archit. 117 For the apt Distribution, 
Decor and fitness. x68x H. More Exp. Dan. vi, 179 
Riches are the Political glory and decor of any Kingdom. 

Decorable (de’korabl), a. rare. [f. L. de- 
cord-re to Decorate + -ble. So in mod.F’. 
(Uttre).] Capable of decoration. 

1889 Pall Mall G. 9 Jan. 6/1 The * decorable ' parts of the 
church were still adorned with. . evergreens. 

Decorament (dedcorament). rare. [ad. L. 
decor ament -uni (Tertull.), f. decor are to Deco- 
rate : see -ment.] Decoration, ornament. 

2727 Bailey vol. II, Decorament, an Ornament, an adorn- 
ing. 1730-6 — (folio). 1755-73 in Johnson. 1826 Scott 
Jrnl. 24 Mar., It is foolish to encourage people to expect 
mottoes and such-like decoraments. [1888 El worthy IV. 
Somerset Gloss . 189 ‘Thick there thing idn no decriment."] 

Decorate (de*koret), ppl. a. Obs. or arch. 
[ad. L. decorat-us adorned, beautiful, pa. pple. of 
decorare : see next. For some time after the 
adoption of the vb., decorat, -ate continued to serve 
as the pa. pple., until superseded by decorated, 
which has also taken its place in ordinary use as 
adjective.] Adorned, decorated ; ornate. 

1460 in Pol. Ret. fy L. Poems (1866) 81 Heyle flece of 
gedion, with vertu decorate 1 1491 Caxton Vitas Pair. 

(W. de W. 1495) 1. xlviii. 02 b/2 They sawe a chirehe 
decorate and ornate aboue alle puyssaunce humayne. 1513 
Bradshaw St. Werburge 1. 3248 The place was decorat 
with myracles many. 1550 J. Coke Eng. Fr. Heralds 
(1877) § 203 Considre the magnifique and decorate churches 
[of London}. 1876 J. Ellis Caesar in Egypt 56 Rigg’d in 
gay colours, decorate with flowers. 1886 Burton A rab. N Is. 
(abr. ed.) 1 . 102 A fair hall and richly decorate. 

Decorate (de-koreh), v. [f. L. decorat ppl. 
stem of decorare to adorn, beautify, f. dec us, decor- 
grace, honour, embellishment. As in other verbs of 
similar formation, the L. pa. pple. was first adapted 
as a ppl. adj. (see prec.), and subsequently the 
same type was taken as the stem of a vb.] 

1 . trans. To adorn, beautify, embellish; to grace, 
honour. Obs. or arch. 

1530 Palsgr. 509/1, I decorate, I make fayre or gay, je 
decore. You have decorate our assembly® with your pre- 
sence. 1541 Act 33 Hen. VIII , c. 37 The same .. with 
goodli and parkely parks, .to beautifie adorn e and decorite. 
1577-87 Holinshed*$V<s>/. Ckrm Malcolm <R.), His familie 
. . is decorated with the office of the marshaJship of Scotland. 
1642 W. Ball Caveat for Subjects 25 The name of the 
House of Austria decorates their dominions. 2782 Gibbon 
Decl. <S- F. lxviii. VI. 282 His mother has been decorated 
with the titles of Christian and princess. 1856 Fnomm 
Hist. Eng. (1858) II. viii. 245 War and plunder were 
decorated by poetry as the honourable occupation of heroic 
natures. 

2 . To furnish or deck with ornamental acces- 
sories : a. said of the personal agent. 

278a, M ad. D’Arblay Diary 26 Oct, I, . was then decorated 
a little, and came forth to tea. 2820 W, Irving Sketch Bk. 
X. 81 The head was decorated with a cocked hat. 5874 
Parker Goth. A rchit. 1. vu 207 The custom of decorating 
churches with flowers at certain seasons is very ancient 
b. said of the things serving as ornaments. 

1870 E. Peacock Half Skirl, 111 . 393 The old armour 
which decorated its walls. 1887 Times 7 Mar. 9/3 In ages 
..more robustly conscious of the difference between evil and 
good their heads would have decorated the City gates, 

3 . To invest (a person) with a military or other 
decoration, as the badge of an order, medal of 
honour, or the like. 

2816 (see Decorated]. 3878 Print. Trades Jml. xxni. 7 
Prince. Charles of Roumania has decorated two printers in 
his dominions. 

Hence Decorating vbl. sb. and ppl. a, 

1877 Athenaeum 3 Nov. 571/3 An apprenticeship to a 
decorating carver. Mod. In the decorating of the church. 

Decorated (de-kor^ ted ),///. a. [f. Decorate 
v. + -ed.] Adorned, embellished ; furnished with 
anything ornamental ; invested with a decoration. 
2727 Bailey vol. II, Decorated , beautified, adorned *816 
. Scott Vis . Paris (ed, 5) p. xlvii, Disturbances . . caused 
y decorated officers attempting to make the passers-by cry 
Vive tEmpermtr, 2874 Boutell A rms Arm. v, 76 The 
least decorated pieces of ancient Greek armour. 

b. J rchit. Applied to the second or Middle 
style of English Pointed architecture (which pre- 
vailed throughout the greater part of the 14th c.), 
wherein decoration was increasingly employed and 
became part of the construction. 

. ‘ The most prominent characteristic of this style m to he 
found in' the windows, the tracery of which is always 
either of geometrical figures, circles, quatrefoils, etc,, as in, 
the earlier instances [hence called Geometrical Decomted% 
or flowing in wavy lines, as in the later examples ' (Parker 
Gloss. A rchit, \ 

281a Rickman Styles Goth. Archit » (1827) 44 Decorated 


English, reaching to the end of the reign of Edward Til in 
1377. Ibid. 71 Of the Third, or Decorated English Style. 1847 
Hand-Bk. Eng. Ecclosiology 3 Second, or Middle Pointed 
(which has been known by the name of Decorated). 1848 
Poole Reel. Archil. 245 Geometrical or very early Decor- 
ated. 1849 Freeman Archil, it. min. 347 The exquisite 
Decorated church of Wymmington in Bedfordshire. 1874 
Parker Goth. Archit. 1. v. i6r The change from the Early 
English to the Decorated style was . . very gradual. 

Decoration (dekdie *Jon). [ad. late I., de- 
cordtion-etn, n. of action from decorare to Deco- 
rate: perh, a. F. dicoration (1393 in Hatzf,).] 

1. The action of decorating; embellishment, 
adornment, ornamentation. 

Decoration day (U.8.) : the day mow May 30th) kept in 
memory of those who fell in the civil war of 1861-65, on 
which their graves are decorated with flowers. 

2585 J as. 1 Ess. Paesie (Arb. 65 It is also meit, for the 
better decorationn of the verse to vse sumtyme the figure of 
Repetitioun. 1589 —••In Ellis Orig. Lett. 1. Ill, 29 Orna- 
mentes requisit for decoration of our manage,/ x6xx Cotgr., 
Decoration, a decoration, beautifying, bedecking, adorning, 
garnishing, trimming, gracing. *75* Johnson^ Rambler 
289 t ia She. .applied all .her. care to the decoration of her 
person. 2844 Emerson Led* Vug, Amer. Wks. (Bohn) II, 
205 To facilitate the decoration of land and dwellings. 2886 
Century Mag. XXXII. 475/1 On Decoration day "he met 
them on their way to a neighbouring cemetery. 

b. The fact or condition of bring decorated, 
e.' t The quality of being decorated ; ornateness. 

1633 J, Done Hist. Septnagint 68' Amazement * . for the 
manner and decoration of one thing' and another, ibid. 43 
The beauty and Decoration of the things we found in 
H ierusalem. 2838 Lvtton Leila 1. iv, Tie fashion of its 
ornament and decoration was foreign to that adopted by the 
Moors of Granada. 

2 . That which decorates or adorns; an ornament, 
embellishment ; esp, an ornament temporarily put 
up on some special occasion ; formerly used (after 
the French) of scenery on the stage* 

a 1678 Marvell Wks. II. 208 iR.) Our church did even 
then exceed the Romish in ceremonies anti decorations, 
1706 Phillips >ed. Kersey), Decoration, art Ornament, Im- 
heifishment, or Set-off; as The Decorations of the Stage, 
2716 Lady M. W. M ont a<;u let. to Pope j 4 Sept., No 
[opera) house could hold such large decorations, tyfo tr, 
Juan $ Ul/oa's Voy. (1772) I. 63 or # butterflies 

. . differing visibly in figure, colours, anti decorations, *7% 
Mrs. Raefalu Eng, Homekpr. <3778) 399 A petty decora- 
tion fora grand table. 2E45 M. Pattison hm it 880) L if 
Basilicas, .more remarkable for the richness of their decora- 
tions than for beauty of architectural proportions. 3864 
Burton Scot. Abr, 1 . la When its history is stripped of the 
remote antiquity and other fabulous decorations, 

8 . A star, cross, medal, or oilier badge conferred 
and worn as a mark, of honour. 

1816 J. Scott Vis. Paris <ed. 5) p. xitt. To sport the decor- 
ation of the Legion of Honour, /bid All the young 
men who had not military decorations, xSSa Cmmn% Her, 
252 The Royal Order of Victoria and Albert •. # The 'Decor- 
ation of the Order consists of an onyx cameo, hearing a 
profile likeness of the late Prince Coiuwt, 
Decora*tionist. [f. prec. + -ist,] A profes- 
sional decorator. 

2828 Carlyle Mhc, (1857) I. 192 Which the more conning 
Decorat ion Et. .may have selected* Mid. L 276 If the 
tailor and decorationist do their duty* 

Decorative (dekdrAiv), a. ff. 1*. ppl, stem, 
decorat- (see Decorate v.) + -jve. Cf. F. dicoratif, 
4 m in Academy’s Did. of 1878, but also occurring 
in OF. in 15th cj Having the function of de- 
corating ; tending to, pertaining to, or of the nature 
of decoration. 

2792 Sir W. Chambers CMPA rekit. led 3) *7 The orders 
* .may he considered m the task of the whole decorative part 
of architecture. 2815 W, B. Ireland Scribbleomam’m 130 
note. To have the piece elegantly printed in quarto with 
decorative engraving?. *849 Freeman A rchit, 237 A decora, 
live arch 1* formed" on the west wall. i%5 Bain Semes #* 
Int* hi. iv. | 27 la the fancies of decorative art, nature his 
very little place* 

Hence De'comtively mh\ % m a decorative 
manner, In reference to decoration ; Be*corativc~ 
nma, the quality' of being decorative. 

x88a Sala America Rem's, < * 30 $ - m, A New York hack 
cmqxS is superior fctruetumliy» deuwriai¥ely» uml htu- 
.motively 10 one of. our four-wheelers*. 1847. Ciaio De* 
mmtmmess, 2890 Times 5. Feb,’ 9 Nowhere, in shape* 
decorarivenesa,' atai certainty of elect t for eye* ear* ana 
touch ii there the least, aupcrluity or tkfkkncy. 

Decorator (drktWtai). [sgenHi. lit L. form 
from decorare to Decora Ti; see -or. In F. di- 
coratcur (el 600 in Hatzf,),] One who decorates; 
spec, one who professionally decorates houses, 
public buildings, etc*, with oma mental paintmg y 
plaster-work, gilding, and the like, 

*?S 5 i»: jowiidii* Sti 1 , Hawkims Z(f® fohmmm 
Wks, I. 373 mU, James and. Kent were inert decoratcr*. 
2S|6-9 Dickens &k Mm 3154/i Hie owwinraJal 

painter and decorator 1 '* louroeytimi. Lem Report* *4 

Q. Bench Div. . fioo^Tbey cfyrried m ...the.boitnem «^f’up* 
hdlstertr*, houte. decorators. 

Decoratory (drkdrltbri), a, mm ft. L. de- 
corat- ppl stem (see Dxoorats) + Pertaisbg 
to decoration ; decorative, 

2889 J. Hirst In Ankml Imt, No, iSt, 34 Cmtions of 
the- Gyratory and represenrative Arts, 
f Deco*re r sb. Oh, Also 6 deour, decoure. 
[app, a. AagloFr, *decmr, ad. L. da&r t dscSrem : 
see Discob. Xittrd baa mod.F, dfcer, tn i6tb c. 
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dfcore masc., as a deriv. of dtcorer to Decorate.] 
Grace, honour, glory, beauty, adornment. 

1513 Bradshaw St. Werburge n. 337 With great worship, 
decoure and. dignite. .She was receyued. Ibid. 11. 1925 In 
worship, praisyng, beaute and decur. 1596 Dalrymple tr. 
Leslie's Hist. Scot. (1885) 49 Quhais decore cheiflie does 
consiste in Nobilitie of gentle men, etc. x6x6 Lane Sqr.'s 
T. 43 He fraught theare minde with faire decore Of truith, 
iustice (twins), groundes of virtues lore. 

t DeC0*re, a. Sc. Obs. Also 6 decoir. [ad. L. 
decor-us becoming, comely, f. decor, -orem be- 
comingness, f. decere to become.] Comely, beautiful. 

1500-30 Dunbar Bailed of our Lady 49 Hail, more decore, 
than of before, And swetar be sic sevyne. 1501 Douglas 
Pal. Hon. 11. 300 Ane sweit nimpbe maist faithful! and 
decoir. 

t Deco're, v Obs. or arch. Also 6-7 Sc. de- 
coir. [a. F. dicore-r (14th c. }, ad. L. decord-re to 
Decorate.] To decorate, adorn, embellish. 

1490 Caxton Eneydos vi. (1890) 24 The name thenne 
and Royalme of Fenyce hath be moche hiely decored by 
merueyllous artes and myryfyke. 1548 Hall Chron. (1809) 
59 To decore and beautifye the House of God. 1583 Stubbes 
Anat. Abus. 1. (1879) &4 The Women of Ailgna vse to colour 
their faces .. whereby they think their beautie is greatly 
decored. 1603 Philotus xlvii, Deck vp and do thyself 
decoir. 1634 Rutherford Lett. 11862) I. 129 Decored and 
trimmed as a bride, a 1661 Fuller Worthies n. 6 Which 
Church he decored with many Ornaments and Edifices. 
x8i8 Scott Br. Lamm, ix, * Without the saddle being decored 
wi’ the broidered sumpter-cloth !’ 

Hence f Decoding vbl. sb. 

16x8 Jas. I Decl. Lawful Shorts in Arb. Garner IV. 515 
Leave to carry rushes to the church for the decoring of it. 

+ Deco'rement. Obs. Also 6-7 Sc. decoir-, 
decor-, [a. Of. decorement (15th c.), f. ddcorer to 
Decorate : repr. L. decordmentum,\ 

a. Decoration, ornamentation, rare . b. concr. 
An ornament, an embellishment. 

1587 Sc. Acts fas. VI (1814) III. 506 Very commodious 
and convenient for the. .decoirment of J>is realme. 1632 
Lithgow Trav. 1. 41 The decorements of their beautiful! 
Palaces. 1635 Heywood Lond. Sinus Salntis Wks. 1874 IV. 
288 The Decorements that adorne the Structure, I omit. 
x68x Jas. Stewart in Claud of Witnesses (1810) 156 What 
brethren did cast upon him as a shame was his glory and 
decorement. c 1720 W. Gibson Farrier's Guide 1. i. (1738) 4 
The Main, Tail, and Foretop . . of a Horse , . are a suitable 
Decorement to a creature of so much Fire and Mettle. 

Beco*ri&t. nonce-wd. [f. Decor-um + -ist.] 
One attached to artistic proprieties, 

1839 Poe Assignation Wks. (1864) I. 381 Proprieties of 
place and especially of time are the bugbears which terrify 
mankind from the contemplation of the magnificent. Once 
I was myself a decor ist. 

Decorous (deko®*ros, de’korss), a. [In form 
ad. late L. decoros-us elegant, beautiful (It. decoroso 
decorous, decent), f. decus, decor - : see Decorate ; 
but in sense corresp. to L. decor-us becoming, 
seemly, fitting, proper, f. decor , decor-em becoming- 
ness, f. decere to become, befit. In harmony with 
this Johnson, Walker, and Smart 1849 pronounce 
decorous. Bailey 1730 and Perry 1805 have de % - 
edrous ; Craig 1847 and later dictionaries record 
both. The word is not very frequent colloquially.] 

1 1 . Seemly, suitable, appropriate. Obs. 

1664.H. More Myst. Iniq. 225 That decorous embellish- 
ment in the external Cortex of the Prophecy [is] punctually 
observed. 1680 — A bocal. A foe. 75 So decorous is the 
representation. 1691 Ray Creation 1. (1704) 57. It is not so 
decorous with respect to God, that he should immediately 
do all the meanest and triflingest things himself, without 
any inferiour or subordinate minister. 

2 . Characterized by decorum or outward confor- 
mity to the recognized standard of propriety and 
good taste in manners, behaviour, etc. 

[1673 Rules of Civility 144 It is not decorous to look in 
the Glass, to comb, brush, or do any thing of that nature to 
ourselves, whilst the said person he in the Room.] 1792 
V. Knox Serm. ix, (R.)» Individuals, who support a decorous 
character. 3:795 Burke Corr. <18.441 IV. 291 Their language 
. . is cool, decorous, and conciliatory. 1821 Byron Vis. 
■Judg. xcv, Some grumbling voice, Which now and then 
will make a slight inroad Upon decorous silence. 1838 
Hawthorne Fr. 4 It. frnls. I. 293 Washington, the most 
decorous and respectable personage that ever went cere- 
moniously through the realities of life. 1874 Helps Soc. 
Press, iii. 40 In a great city everything has to be made out- 
wardly decorous. 

b. Of language: Exemplifying propriety of 
diction. 

1873 Lowell Among my Bks. Ser. 11. 224 A treatise of 
permanent value for philosophic statement and decorous 
English, ■■ ■ • 

If Explained in the sense of L, decord sus. 

1727. Bailey vol. II, Ddcorous, Decoro'se, fair and lovely, 
beautiful, graceful, comely. 

Decorously (see prec.), adv. [-ly 2 .] In a 
decorous manner ; with decorum. 

*809 Han. More Calebs I. 189 (Jod.) Oh! If women in 
general knew . . with what a charm even the appearance of 
modesty invests its possessor, they would dress decorously. 
1835 Macaulay Hist. Eng, IV. 566 He endured decorously 
the hardships of his present situation. 

Decorousness (see prec.), [-ness.] The 
quality of being decorous; f seemliness, fitness 
(obs.) ; propriety of behaviour, 

1678 Cudworth In fell. Syst. 1. v. 874 The will of God is 
" Goodness, Justice, 'and Wisdom ; or Decorousness, 'Fitness. 


2834 Campbell. Life Mrs. Siddons II. iii. 72 The decorous- 
ness of the national character. 

+ B ©corporate, v, Obs. [De- II. i + L. 
corpus , corpor - body.] (See quot.) Hence De- 
corporatiom. 

1660 Hexham, Ontlijven , to Decorporate, Kill or make 
Bodylesse . . een Ontlijvinge , a Decorporation, or a making 
Bodylesse. 

tflecorre, V. Obs . Also decourre. [?a. OF. 
decourre, decorre ‘ to runne downe, to haste or hy 
apace 7 (Cotgr.):— L. decurrere to run down.] 
intr. To run or flow away, pass or haste away. 

(But the sense of the passage quoted is uncertain.) 

1377 Langl. P. PI. B. xiv. 193 Of pompe and of pruyde be 
parchemyn [of patent] decorreth [v. r. decourre})] And 
principalliche of alle peple, but j>ei be pore of herte. 

Beco*rrugative, a. [f. De- XI. i + Corru- 
gative.] Tending to remove wrinkles, 
a 1876 M. Collins Pen Sketches (1879) II. 175 Seeing that 
wrinkles are not unknown in these days, it might be worth 
inquiry whether bean-flower has any decorrugative effect. 

Decorticate, [ad. L. decoriicdt-us , pa. 
pple. of decorticdre : see next.] Destitute of a 
cortex or cortical layer : spec, applied to those 
Lichens which have no cortical layer. 

1872 Leighton Lichen-Flora Gt. Brit. p. xxiii. 

]D ecorticate (d/lqritiktf't), v, [f. ppl. stem 
of L. decorticdre to deprive of its bark, f. De- I. 6 
+ cortex, coriic-em bark.] irans . To remove the 
bark, rind, or husk from ; to strip of its bark. 

1611 Cory at Crudities 472 Decorticating it [hemp] or as 
we call it in Somersetshire, scaling it with their fingers. 
1620 Venner Via Recta v. 90 Wheate decorticated, and 
boyled in milke, commonly called Frumentie. 1693 Phil. 
Trans. XVII. 763 Black and white Pepper . . are the same, 
only the latter is decorticated. 1727 Bradley Fam. Diet. 
s.v. Corky The Manner of decorticating, or taking off the 
Bark of the Cork-tree. 2860 Berkeley Brit. FuugoL 8 An 
oak-trunk, .felled and decorticated. 

b. pig. To divest of what conceals, to expose. 
C. To ‘ flay \ 

16 5 o Waterhouse Arms 4- Arm. 18 Arms ought to have 
analogie and proportion _ to the bearer, and in a great 
Measure to decorticate his nature, station, and course of 
life. 1862 London Rev. t6 Aug. 248 It is impossible to 
‘ decorticate ’ people, as the writer now and then does, with- 
out inflicting pain. 

d. intr. 'To peel or come off as a skin. 

2805 Med. Jr/il. XIV. 496 The scabs will decorticate and 
peel off from the scalp. 

Hence Deeo'rticated ppl. a. 

1798 W. Blair Soldier's Friend 12 Decorticated oats, cut 
groats, dried peas. 1859 Darwin Orig. Spec. viii. (1872)208 
A cement . . with which he had covered decorticated trees. 
1875 H. C. Wood Tkeraf. (1879) 581 The decorticated seeds 
of the common barley, the pearl barley of commerce. 

Decortication (dfk^tik^'Jon). [ad. L. de- 
corticd'ion-em , n. of action from decorticdre (see 
prec. ).] The action of decorticating. 

1623 Cockkram, Decortication , peeling. 1657 Tomlinson 
R Chou's Disp. rip They do ill that extract oil out of almonds 
before decortication. 1816 Keith Phys. Boi, II. 482 The 
decortication of a tree, or the stripping it of its hark. 

Decor ticator (d/kputik^toi). [agent-n. in L. 
form from decorticdre to Decorticate : see -or.] 
He who or that which decorticates ; a machine, 
tool, or instrument for decortication. 

1874 Knight in Dtci. Mech. 

Decorum (d^ko^rpm). [a. L. decorum that 
which is seemly, propriety; subst. use of neuter 
sing, of decor-us adj. seemly, fitting, proper. So 
mod.F. decorum (since 16th c.).] 

1 . That which is proper, suitable, seemly, be- 
fitting, becoming ; fitness, propriety, congruity. 

fa. esp. in dramatic, literary, or artistic composi- 
tion: That which is proper to a personage, place, 
time, or subject in question, or to the nature, unity, 
or harmony of the composition ; fitness, congruity, 
keeping. Obs. 

a 1568 Ascham Scholem.' (Arb.) 139 Who soeuer hath bene 
diligent to read aduisedlie ouer, Terence, Seneca, Virgil, 
Horace .he shall easelie perceiue, what is fitte and decorum 
in euerie one. 1576 Foxe A . fy M. 990/1 , 1 . . lay all the wy te 
in maister More, the authour and contriuer of this Poeticall 
booke, for not kepyng Decorum perscocce^ as a perfect Poet 
should haue done. Ibid.* Some wyll thinke .. maister More 
to haue missed some part of his Decorum in makyng the 
euill spirite..to be messenger betwene middle earth and 
Purgatory. 1621 Burton Anat. Mel. n. ii. vi. iv, If that 
Decorum of time and place.. be observed. 1644 Milton 
Educ. Wks. 1738 I. 140 What the Laws are of a true Epic 
Poem, what of a Dramatic, what of a Lyric, what Decorum 
is, which is the grand master-piece to observe. 1686 Agli- 
onby Painting Illust. ii. 67 Simon Sanese began to under- 
stand the Decorum, of Composition. Ibid. iii. 119 The 
second part of Invention is Decorum ; that is, that there be 
nothing Absurd nor Discordant in the Piece, 1704 Hearne 
Duct. Hist. (1714) 1 . 132 Neither is a just Decorum always 
observ’d, for he sometimes makes Blockheads and Bar- 
barians talk like Philosophers. 1756 J. Warton Ess. Pope 
I. i. 5 Complaints, .[which] when uttered by the inhabitants 
of Greece, have a decorum and consistency, which they 
totally lose in the character of a British shepherd. 

b. That which is proper to the character, posi- 
ion, rank, or dignity of a real person, arch. 

1589 Puttenham Eng. Poeste iii. xxiv. (Arb.) 303 Our 
soueraign Lady (keeping alwaies the decorum of a Princely 
person) at her first comming to the crow ne, etc. 1594 J. 


Dickenson A risbas (1878)87 The minde of man degenerating 
from the decorum of humanitie becomes monstrous. 1606 
Shaks. Ant. 4* Cl. v. ii. 17 Maiesty to keepe decorum, must 
No lesse begge then a Kingdome. 1683 Cave Ecclesiastici, 
Athanasius 171 He was a Prince of a lofty Mind, careful to 
preserve the Decorum of State and Empire, a 1715 Burnet 
Own Time { 1766) I. 130 He.. did not always observe the 
decorum of his post. 1848 Macaulay Hist. Eng. I. 180 It 
was necessary to the decorum of her character that she 
should admonish her erring children. 

c. That which is proper to the circumstances or 
requirements of the case : seemliness, propriety, 
fitness; = Decency i. arch. 

1586 T. B. La Primaud. Fr. Acad. 1. 171 A waie how to 
frame all things according to that which is decent or seemely, 
which the Latines call decorum. 1598 J. Dickenson Greene 
in Cone. (1878) 147 She deemd it no decorum to blemish her 
yet-during pleasures with not auailing sorrow. 1677 Gale 
Crt. Gentiles II. iv. 19 Temperance formally consistes in 
giving al persons and things their just decorum and measure. 
1809 Mathias in Gray’s Corr. j.1843 *6 There was a peculiar 
propriety and decorum in his manner of reading. 1858 
Trench Parables (i860) 126 They argue that it is against 
the decorum of the Divine teaching, that, etc. 

2 . Qualities which result from sense 1: fa. 
Beauty arising from fitness, or from absence of the 
incongruous ; comeliness ; grace ; gracefulness. 

1613 R. C. Table Alph. fed. 3 1, Decorum , comeliness*. 
1618 Df.kker Chvles Almanacke , A coloured dome will set 
the stampe of decorum on a rotten partition. 1635 Swan 
Spec. M. vii. § 3 16431 3 2 ° To shew the due decorum and 
comely beauty of the worlds brave structure, 1729 Shel- 
vocke A rtillery v. 334 The Decorum and Gracefulness of any 
Pile, the making the whole Aspect of a Fabric so correct, 
f b. Orderly condition, orderliness. Obs. 
x6io Healey St. Aug. Citie of God xn. xxv. 442 Whose 
wisedome reacheth from end to end, ordering all in a delicate 
decorum. Ibid. xxn. xxiv. 847 And brings the potentiall 
formes into such actuall decorum. 1684 T. Burnet Tk. 
Earth 1. 132 The first orders of things are more perfect and 
regular, and this decorum seems to be observ’d afterwards, 
fc. Oiderly and grave array. ' Obs. 

1634 Sir T. Herbert Trav. 116381 238 In this Decorum 
they march slowly, and with great silence [at a funeral}. 

3 . Propriety of behaviour; what is fitting or 
proper in behaviour or demeanour, what is in 
accordance with the standard of good breeding; 
the avoidance of anything unseemly or offensive in 
manner. 

1572 tr. Buchanan' s Detect. Mary M iij a, To obserue 
decorum and comely conuenience in hir pairt. .sche counter- 
feiteth a mourning, a 1628 F. Gueville Shin £7(1652) 93 She 
resolved to keep within the Decorum of her sex. *668 
Dry den Evening's Love Epil. 19 Where nothing must 
decorum shock. 1704 F. Fuller Med. Gymn. (1711! 143, 
1 can’t see any breach of Decorum, if a Lady . . should ride 
on Horse-back. 1791 Mrs. Radcuffe Rom. Forest iii, The 
lady-abbess was a woman of rigid decorum and severe de- 
votion. 1803 Med. frnl. IX. 442 A spirit of levity and 
wrangling, wholly inconsistent with the grave decorum due 
to the investigation and decision of a philosophical subject. 
1814 Jane Austen Mansf. Park (1851! 81 My father., 
would never wish his grown-up daughters to be acting 
plays. His sense of decorum is strict. 1866 G. Macdonald 
Ann. Q. Neighb. xxvii. (1878) 475 If the mothers., are 
shocked at the want of decorum in my friend Judy, 

4 . (with a. and pi.) t a. A fitting or appropriate 
act. Obs. 

1601 A. C. Answ. to Let Jesuit ed Gent 114 I'Stanf.) It 
had bin a decorum in them, to have shewd themselves thank- 
ful unto such kind office. 1692 Dryden St. Evremont’s 
Ess. 372 The Laugh, the Speech, the Action, accompanied 
with Agreements and Decorums. 1717 Berkeley Tour 
Italy 21 Jan. Wks. 1871 IV, 532 The tragedy of Caligula, 
Where, amongst other decorums, Harlequin . . was very 
familiar with the Emperor himself. 

b. An act or requirement of polite behaviour; 
a decorous observance ; chiefly in pL, proprieties, 
xSox R. Johnson Ringd. 4- Commit/. (1603'' 245 The Spanish 
nation, .using a certaine decorum (which they call an obey- 
sance or . . a compliment or cerimonious curtesie). 1676 
Wycherley PI, Dealer i, Tell not me . . of your Decorums, 
supercilious Forms, and slavish Ceremonies. 1706 Estcourt 
Fair Examp. 1. i, My Lady Stately longs to see you, had 
paid you a Visit but for the Decorums : She expects the 
first from you. 1766 Goldsm. Vic. W. xxx, No decorums 
could restrain the impatience of his blushing mistress to be 
forgiven. 1865 Merivale Rom. Emf. VI I L Ixvi. 202 The 
dignity of his military character was hedged round hy 
formalities and decorums, 

Decoun, obs. form of Deacon. 
f Becoirnt, V. Obs , rare, ff. De- + Count v. : 
cf. depict, describe .] trans. To set down in a 

reckoning or account ; to reckon. 

1762 tr. Busc/ting f s Syst. Geog. V. 23 He was afterwards 
decounted a denizen, and the correspondent duties were 
required of him. 

t Decotrple, V. Obs. rare — 1 . [a, F. di- 

couple-r to uncouple : see De- I. 6.] To uncouple. 

1602 2nd Pt, Return fr, Parnass, n. v. (Arb.) 32 Another 
company of houndes. .had their couples cast off and we 
might heare the Huntsmen cry, horse, decouple, Auant 

|| Decouple. Her. [F. ; see prec.] (See 
quots.) 

1727-51 Chambers Cycl, Decouple , in heraldry, the same 
as uncoupled, i. e. parted^ or severed. Thus, a chevron 
decouple is a chevron wanting^ so much towards the point, 
that the two ends stand at a distance from each other. 1839 
in Robson Brit. Herald. 

Decoure, Decourre, var. Decore, Decorre. 

|| Becours. Her. [F.: see next] = Decrement i c. 

1727-51 in 'Chambers Cycl., A moon-decressant or en de* 
conrs. ' 


DECOTXBSJS. 

BecOUTSe. Obs. fa. F. dScottrs (12th c.) 

L. decurs-um a running down, f. decurrere to run 
down: cf. Decuhse and Course.] Downward 
course, descent Alsoy5$*. 

1585 T. Washington tr. Nicholay’s Voy. Turkic iv. xx. 
134 h, The Euphrates . in the channel! and decourse whereof 
are founde many pretious stones. 1597 J. King On Jonas 
(1618) 213 In the decourse of many generations. 

t Decou rt, v. Obs . [f. De- II. 2 + Court sb.] 
trans. To expel or banish from court. 

£■16x0 Sir J. Melvtl Mem. (1683) 198 He was accused. . 
and..foratime decourted. 1633 T. Adams Exp. 2 Peter 
ii. 4 If the king’s favourite be forever decourted and banished. 
1676 W. Row Contn. Blair's A utobiog. xii. (1848)462 Middle- 
ton is thus decourted and all his places taken from him. 

*1 Deco*vered, ppl a. Obs. [f. De- II. 1 + 
C ove red : cf. F. dCcouvcrt^ Uncovered. 

1658 J. Webb tr. Cleopatra v\i 1. ii. 19 His face remained 
almost quite deco vered. 

t Decoy, sb\ Obs. [Derivation and history un- 
known ] A game of cards played in the sixteenth 
and beginning of the seventeenth century. 

c 1530 Diceplay C viij a, Primero. now as it hath most 
use in courts, so is there most deceit in it.. .At trump, saint, 
& such other like, cutting at y° neck is a good uantage so 
is cutting by a bum card (finely) vnder & ouer. .At decoy, 
they drawe easily xx handes together, and play all vpon 
assurance when to win or lose. 1591 Greene Disc. Coos - 
ttage (1592 1 4 lie play at mttmchance, or decoy, he shal 
shuffle the cards, and ile cut. 1608 9 Decker Belman 
Eond. F iij (N.), Carries are fetcht, and mumchance or 
decoy is the game. 

Decoy (dilcoi*), sb: 2 Also 7 decoy©, dequoy, 
d© quoi, duckquoy, 7-8 duckoy, duck-coy, 
duccoy. [Decoy, in all its senses (exc. 4 a) and 
combinations, was preceded by a simple form Coy 
sb. 1 (known in 1621), a. Du. kooi of the same mean- 
ing. Thus senses 1 and 3 are identical with 1 and 
3 of Coy; sense 2 is a fig. use of 1 ; 4 b. and 5 are 
closely related to 3. The combinations decoy -bird, 
-dog, -duck, -man, etc., were preceded generally by 
the forms coy -bird, -dog, - duck , -man. etc. It is 
thus evident that de-coy is a derivative, compound, 
or extension, of Coy sb. ; but the origin of the de- 
ls undetermined. 

It has been variously conjectured to be the prefix De-, the 
Dutch article in de kooi ‘ the coy ’ or 1 decoy the second 
half of Du. eende in eetuie-kooi * duck-coy and an obscura- 
tion of duck itself in duck-coy , which is indeed found in the 
17th c., and (what is notable) not merely as the sb., but as 
the vb. isee below). Yet we do not find it as the earlier 
form, which suggests that it is really a later spelling of 
popular etymology. The likelihood that decoy is the Du. 
de kooi has been forcibly urged by C. Stoffel in Englische 
StudienX. (1887) 180. But direct evidence is wanting. And, 
since Decoy sb. L appears to be an entirely distinct word, 
being much older in the language than either this word or coy 
itself and was probably still in use when coy was in troduced 
from Dutch, it is possible that the Jatter was made into 
de-coy under the influence of that earlier word. It is to be 
noted also that the sense ‘sharper’, 4 a below, actually 
appears earlier than any other, literal or figurative, and may 
possibly not be a sense of this word at all, but an indepen- 
dent and earlier cant or slang term ; if so, it may also have 
influenced the change of coy to decoy.] 

1. A pond or pool out of which run narrow arms 
or ‘ pipes ’ covered with network or other contri- 
vances into which wild ducks or other fowl may 
be allured and there caught. 

1625 [see Decoy-duck 2]. [1625-4* Sr elm an In Payne- 
Gallwey Bk. Dttck Decoys (1886) 2 Sir W. Wodehouse 
(who lived in the reign of James I., 1603-25) made among 
us the first device for catching Ducks, known by the foreign 
name of a koye.] 1641 Evelyn Diary 19 Sept, We arrived 
at Dort, passing by the Decoys, where they catch innumer- 
able quantities of fowle. 1663 — 29 Mar., His Majestic 
was now finishing the Decoy in the Parke. 1676 Woklidgr 
Bees (1678) 23 Allured . . as Ducks by Dequoys. 1678 Ray 
Willughby's Ornith. { 1680' 286 Piscinas hasce cum allecta- 
tricibus et relicpto suo apparatu Decoys seu Duck-coys 
vocant, allectatrices coy-ducks. 1679 88 Seer. Serv. Money 
Chas. II # fas. If (.Camden 182 A kennell for the dogs, and 
a new ducquoy in the park. *7x4 Flying-Post 4-7 Dec., 
Keeper of New Forest m Hampshire, and of the Duckoy 
there. 1730 R. Pococke 7 mz\{ 1888 194 The duckoy close to 
the Fleet, where the swans . . breed, as well as wildfowl. 1839 
Storehouse A x holme 68 The decoy has superseded all those 
ancient methods of taking water fowl. 1846 M Culloch 
Acc. Brit. Empire (1854 1 . 179 Decoys for the taking of wild 
ducks, teal, widgeons, etc. were, .at one time, very common, 
in the fens ; but a few only exist at present. x 8 S 6 Payne- 
Gallwry Bk. Duck Decoys xy A Decoy is a cunning and 
clever combination of water, _nets, and screens, by means of 
which wildfowl, such as Wigeon, Mallard, and Teal, are 
caught alive. 

2. Jig. A place into which persons are enticed to 
the profit of the keeper. 

1678 Otway Friendship in F. iv. i. (R.), You who keep 
a general decoy here for fools and coxcombs [a brothel]. 
a 5839 Prard Poems .(1864) I* x 97 The place was cursed 
with an evil name, And that name was * The Devil’s Decoy l ’ 

3. A bird (or other animal) trained to lure or 
entice others (usually of its species') into a trap, 

x66i Humane Industry pvjo Wilde Ducks, that are tamed 
and made Decoyes, to intice and betray their fellows. 1663 
Cowley Verses <$• Ess. (1669). 132 Man is to man . . a 
treacherous Decoy, and a rapacious Vulture, 1774 Goldsm. 
Nat. I fist . (1862)11. vii. xii. 235 A number of wild ducks 
made; tame, which are called decoys, 1839. Tennent 
Ceylon II. vm. v. 366 A display of dry humour in the 
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manner in which the decoys thus played with the fears of 
the wild herd [of elephants]. 

4. Applied to a person : 

•j* a. A swindler, sharper ; an impostor or 4 shark 
wholives by his wits at the expense of his dupes. Obs. 

(It is, from the early date and sense, very doubtful if this 
belongs to this word. In the ‘ character’ by Brathwait (quot. 
1631*, there is no reference explicit or implicit to the action of 
a decoy-duck. It rather looks as if this were a slang term 
already in use when coys and coy-ducks were in traduced into 
England, and as if coy-duck were changed into decoy-duck 
with allusion to this.) r 

16x8 Mynshul Ess. Prison 30 laylors . . are . . indeed for 
the most part the very ofif-scum of the rascall y multitude, as 
Cabbage-carriers, Decoyes, Bum-bayliffes, disgraced Pur- 
seuants, Botchers .. and a rabble of such stinkardly com- 
panions. 1630 J. Taylor (Water P.) Wks. 1. 7x ; x lo 
Slmrkes, Stales, Nims, Lifts, Foysts, Cheats, Stands, De. 
coyes. 1631 Brathwait Wkimzies , Char. Decoy 25 A Decoy 
Is a brave metall’d Blade, as apt to take as give. [bid. 31 
Which simplicitie of his our Decoy observes and workes 
upon it. ■■ 

b. One who entices, allures, or inveigles another 
into some trap, deception, or evil situation ; * 
Decoy-duck 2. 

1638 Ford Lady's Trial v. i, I foster a decoy here [his 
niece, a strumpet] ; And she trowls on her ragged customer, 
To cut my throat for pillage. X656 Earl Monm. Advt.fr. 
Parnass. x86 These were the true de quois, or call-ducks, 
which ticed in the scum of the city. 1667 Decay Chr. Piety 
xviii. p 5 To lead captive silly women, and make them the 
duck-coys to their whole family, x 744 B krkeley Sin's § xo8 
Some tough dram-drinker, set up as the devil’s decoy, to 
draw in proselytes. 1843 Dickens Mart. Chuz, xii, I want 
you, besides, to act as a decoy in a case I have already told 
you of. *849 James Wood man I have the pretty decoy [a 

girl] in my own hand, lean whistle either bird back to the lure. 

5. Anything employed to allure and entice, 
especially into a trap ; an enticement bait, trap. 

1633 Fuller Ch. Hist. in. ill. § 24 Intending onely a short 
Essay, and to be (let me call it) an honest Decoy, by 
entering on this subject, to draw others into the com- 
pleating thereof. 1679 Penn Addr. Fret. 11. 178 She 
that makes her Pretences to Religion a Decoy to catch the 
World. 1698 Fryer Acc. E. India 4 P . 45 Antilopes, not 
to he taken but by a Decoy made of Green Boughs, wherein 
a Man hides himself. 1703 HicKERJNGnx /’nW^r. (1721) X. 
27 [By] the Duckoy of a wedding . . trepan’d to Death and 
Murtner’d. 1863 Lubbock Preh. Times xiv. (18691 5°<> A de- 
coy roughly representing the head and antlers of a reindeer 
has been put up. 1883 A. K. Green Hand # R ing xx, The 
note had been sent as a decoy by the detective. 

6. alt rib. and Comb., as decoy-bird, -dog, * goose , 
-place ; decoy-man, deeoyman, one whose busi- 
ness it is to attend to a decoy for wildfowl. 

1643 Soveraigue Salve 39 Some dequoy indulgence may 
be used towards them to draw others, till all be in [their] 
power. 17x1 King tr. Naude’s Refined Pol. v. 105 The 
Bird-catchers, to succeed in their sport, make use of decoy 
birds. 1773 F.pit. in Birnt. Weekly Post 17 Jan. ( x8ox j xx/x 
Andrew Williams . . lived under the Aston family as Decoy- 
man 60 years. 1778 Sportsman's Did., Decoy-duck . . by 
her allurement draws [wild ones] into the decoy-place. 1799 
W. Tookb View Russ . Bmp. 111 . 83 The Osttaks placed 
at some distance several decoy-geese. 1839 Stone house 
Axholme 68 Screens, formed of reeds, are set up., to prevent 
the possibility of the fowl seeing the decoy ^ man. Ibid.. 
The decoy birds resort to., the mouth of the pipes, followed 
by the young wild fowl. 1883 G. C. Davies Norfolk Broads 
xxii. (1884) 164 The decoy-dog . , was a retriever of reddish 
colour. 1887 Daily News 21 Nov. 2/8 The prisoner had 
used his shop as a decoy place for poor little girls. 

3DeC03T (d/koi* ), v. [See prec. 

The vb. is considerably later than the sb., and its earliest 
examples are spelt duckoy ; it was evidently formed directly 
from the sb., of which it reflects the contemporary varieties 
of spelling.] 

1. trans. To allure or entice (wildfowl or other 
animals) into a snare or place of capture: said 
usually when this is done by, or with the aid of, 
another animal trained to the work, 

1671 Phil. Trans. VI. 3093 The Wild Elephants are by the 
tame Females of the same kind as 'twere duckoy’d into 
a lodge with trap-doors. 1697 Dampif.r Voy. I, x68 Their 
Hogs, .at night come in. .and are put up in their Crauls or 
Pens, and yet some turn wild, which nevertheless are often 
decoyed in by the other. *735 Sportsman’s Did., Decoy- 
birds .. are usually kept in a cage and from thence decoy 
birds into the nets, 1788 Reid Act. Powers m, ii, iv, $65 
.The. arts they use.. to decoy hawks and other enemies. 
1835 W. Irving Tour Prairies 170 A black horse on the 
Brasis. .being decoyed under a tree : by a tame mam, 1843 
Yarrell Hist. Birds (ed. 2)11 1 . 266 The outer side, .is the 
one on which the person walks who is decoying the fowl* 

2. To entice or allure (persons) by the use of 
cunning and deceitful attractions, into a place or 
situation, away , out, from a situation, to do some- 
thing. 

x66o Hickeringill Jamaica Pref. f*66x> A.ij b, To allure 
and Duckoy the unwary world, a x6 74 Clarendon Hist. 
Reb xl (x 888; § 195 Rolph answered, that the King might 
be decayed from thence.. and then he might easily be de- 
spatched. 1709 Steele Tatter No. 59 r t That they may. 
not be decoyed in by the soft Allurement of a Fine lady. 
1774 Goldsm. Nat. Hist. (17761 II. 26s Two of whom the 
mariners decoyed on ship-board. 1776 Apajm Smith W. N. 
11, v. I, 365 [They] may sometimes decoy a weak customer 
to buy what he has no occasion for. 1833 IIt. Martini.au 
Fr. ■■Wines tv.63 They would not be decoyed away bv 
a false alarm, 1865 Baring-Gould Werewolves vi 81 This 
wretched' man. had decoyed children into hm shop. 

Hence Becoyer, Becoming vbl. sb. 

1883 G. C. Davies Norfolk Broads xxii. i 18B4) 162 Decoy- 
ing was. the 'only. item of the wild Hfe still extsting ia the 


DECREASE. 

Broad district with which we had not made ourselves 
acquainted. 

Decoy-duck (dfkordmk). [f. Decoy sb. + 
Duck. Cf, Du. kooieend in same sense.] 

1 . A duck trained to decoy its fellows. 

x6gx C. Walker Hist. Independ. m. 34 These.. are re- 
warded like Decoy Duckes for their pnmes. *883 G. C. 
Davies Norfolk Broads xxii. '1884) 167 These decoy ducks 
are kept in the decoy, and trained to come in for food when- 
ever they., hear a low whistle from the decoy-man. 

2 . fig. A person who entices another into danger 
or mischief, 

1625 Fletcher Fair Maid iv. ii, You are worse than 
simple widgeons, and will be drawn into the net by this 
decoy-duck, this tame cheater. x688 Shadwell Sqr. A tsatia 
Dram. Persona, Shamwell . . being ruined by Cheatly, is 
made a decoy-duck for others, 1887 Daily News it July 
3/1 At Monte Carlo, .he was employed as a decoy duck. 

Decra'SSify, v- rare. ff. De- 31 . 1 + L. crass- 
us thick, gross r -fy.] trans. To divest of what is 
crass, gross, or material 

1853 Browning Bp. B Ion gram’s A pot. Wks. IV. 267, 

I hear you recommend, I might at least Eliminate, decrassify 
my faith. 1885 Cou eland Spirit Goethe's Faust vi, 202 Our 
attempt to declassify this symbol, to see in it the wonderful 
power of the creative human brain. 

Decrease (dfkrrs, drkrfs), sb. Forms : 4 de- 
crees, 4-7 discrease, 5 decrease, 6- decrease, 
[a. OF. decrcis, descreis (later des-, de-avis, now 
dicroft), verbal sb. f. stem of de-, descreis- tre 
(de(s)creiss-ant to Decrease.] 

The process of growing less ; lessening, diminu- 
tion, falling off, abatement ; the. condition which 
results from this. (Op{ osed to Ikcmahk sb.) 

1383 Gower Cmf. III. 154 That none honour fall in 
decrees [v.r. decrease]. X488-9 Ad 4 Hen VI t, c. t To 
decresse and destruccion of your < lyvelode, . iJSS Kdeh 
Decades nq They see the seas by Increase and decrease to 
flowe and reflowe. x66j Psm Diary a8 Nov,, Soon as we 
know how the plague goes this week, which we- hope a will 
be a good decrease. *674 Plavford Skill Mm. 1. vii, 24 
Notes of Diminution or Decrease, 174a Young Nt. . Tk, y. 
7x7 While man is growing, life is in decrease, 1874 Greek 
Snort Hist. iv. § 2. x68 # I’he steady decrease in the number of 
the greater nobles, 

f b. spec. The wane of the moon. Obs. 

1626 Bacon Sylva § 626 Such Fruits. . you must gather 
. .when the Moon Is under the Earth, and m decrease. x66s 
Lovell Hist. Attim. k Min. 29 The mtm taken in the tie- 
crease of the moon . . helpeth the fits of quartans. 1746 
Hekvey At edit. (1818) a66 The moon in her decrease pre- 
vents the dawn. 

Decrease (dfkrrs), V. Forms: a. 4-5 dia- 
creso, 5 discrease, -creace, dymrm, -croc©, 6 
disoresse, dyscreas© ; 0. 4-5 decrees®©, 4-6 de- 
ere so, 5 -crece, -creace, 5-6 -cress©, 6 Sc. dicres, 
6- decrease, [f. OF. de-, deserdss-, pj>l stem of 
descreislre (later de send sire (Cotgr, 16 it), now 
ddroitre) « Pr. descreisser. Cat. descrextr, Sp. 
descrecer, It. discre scere, which took in Romanic 
the place of L. dea esclre, f. de- down + crestNc to 
grow : see De- I. 6. Under the influence of the 
L., decreistre was an occasional variant in OF., 
and under the same influence, de-crese, found beside 
descrese in ME., eventually superseded it. An 
Anglo Fr. decresser , influenced by Eng, duress or L, 
deerescere , is found in the Statutes of Hen. VI,] 

1 , intr. To grow less (in amount, importance, 
infiuence, etc.}; to lessen, diminish, fall off, shrink, 
abate. (Opposed to Increase v. ) 

o. X393 Gower Conf. II. 189 K no wend how that the feith 
discreseth. a *400 'Cov. 'My si. 11841)1 »,f Our« Joy wylle 
sane dyscrcs. 1490 Caxtom Emydm Pro!, a The tnorit 
. ,euer wauerynge, weayn go one season ami u ant th & dys- 
creaseth another Mason, x 5*6 S k ti lt «: m M ngnyfi » 54 s N ow 
«hbe, now flowe, now® increase, mown c!y»«rea«*. *530 

Palscr. st 8/a, I distress®, I growe Ini m or dymyny»»he.. 

j8. *38* WYci.iF Gem viii 5 Th# watres jeden and ekewes- 
seden [1388 decresiden] vnto the tenth# moneth. 11x40® 
Maunukv. (Roxh.) vi. 23 pan begyrme* Nilu* to decrecsse. 
*483 Calk. Angl. m To Deere*® * A. Iiecre»«f), dmresam 
x$3®.Falscr, I decrease, I wax# lew, ot vatiyuah# 
away®, *534 Tinoai k John hi. 3® Hr must inmane: and 
I must decrcace, x6a8 Khars, Per. s. It. 84 Tyrant** fears 
Decrease not, but grow faster than the years. 1776 Gwisom 
Dccl. 4 F, |k (18381 L 36 The mrniWr < f citiwnt gradually 
■decreased. 1834 Brewster Afore Worlds iv, 68 l‘he t«n» 
■perature, , decreases as we rise In the at»o»ph*r«, 

2 . tram. To cause to grow less; to lessen, 
diminish. 

e t^y> H**wso Ckrrn . xvt. vii, For mmtpm his brother 
to diticrcace. 1587 M'irr, Mag., C&rdifa nlv, He 
decreast my wealth. x<»S Shaks, Tam. Mmw ii. n§ 
His La.nd'i and goodii, Which I haw* l^rieral r;uh#r then 
dec;r®ast, *6$x Life Father Smrpi (16761 lb Yet the Father 
knew very well that tterre;«tf» strength, c 17x8 Prior 
An Epitaph 4® Nor cherish’d they relations poor, . Ilia* 
might decrease their present Mtor«. *865 Mill In Fvm, 
Star x® July, That did not decrease in the te« the hum* 
dredioftnllc* which' bondon wat distant from Edinburgh. 

Hence Beoroa-sing- vbl sb, artel ///, a., 2>*- 
crea*singly adz*. 

*39® Taavtaa Barth. De P. R* vm. II, f*4ps> »)M In the 
whyche ■ waters, .it niafcyth enaheasynjite ' mm ■ tlecwsynge. ' 
* 29 * Pmcivai l Sp. Did., Dost teeimtenie, il« wasing. *633 
Fletcher Pmrpk M. w. L 114 Whk;h y^t bt:r®a«ef moi# 
with the decreasing' day. Monm Atmr, €mg. 1 . 9 ff 
(Qualcml hold that , , baptism with wattr belonged to an 
'■ . tttfcrbr and decreasing dmpmmtim, Sxnmmer » if ■ x 
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DECREMENT, 


Glaring on its contiguous objects, and decreasingly gleaming 
to the foreground. Mod. Food was decreasingly scarce. 

+ Recreation (dzkrf^Jbn). Obs. [f. De- 1. 6 
-f Creation. (In sense of 4 diminution * ddcrdation 
is found in 14th c. F. )] The undoing of creation ; 
depriving of existence ; annihilation. 

1647 Ward Simp. Cobler 47 As he is a creature, hee 
feares decreation. 1678 Cudworth Intell. Syst. 1. i. § 37. 

45 More Reasonable .. then the continual Decreation and 
Annihilation of the souls of Brutes. 

t Decrea'tor. Obs. [f. De- I. 6 + Creator, 
implying a vb. decreate : see prec.] One who un- 
creates or annihilates. 

1678 Cudworth Intell. Syst. i. iv. § 25. 426 Not only the 
Creator of all the other gods, but also.. the Decreator of 
them, 

Decreee, obs. form of Decrease. 

Decree (dfkrf), sb. Also 4-6 decre. fa. 
OF. dead, var. of decret (in pi. decrez, decres) — Vt. 
decret , Sp., It. decreto , ad. L. decretam, subst. use 
of neuter of decretus , pa. pple. of decerndre to 
decree : see Decern.] 

1 . An ordinance or edict set forth by the civil or 
other authority; an authoritative decision having 
the force of law. 

c 1323 E. E. A lilt. P. B. 1745 pen watz demed a de-cre bi 
be duk seluen. c 1330 R. Bkunne Ckron, (1810) 122 At 
London bei wer atteynt, decre was mad for bate. 1483 
Cath. A ngl. 92 A Decree, decretum. 1596 Shaks. Merck. V. 
sv. i. 102 There is no force in the decrees of Venice. 1637 
(title). A Decree of the Starre-Chamber concerning Printing. 
1697 Dryden Virg. Georg, m. 7 The dire Decrees Of hard 
Euristheus. 1796 H. Hunter tr. St. -Pierre's Stud. Nat. 
(1799) III. 639 The Constituent Assembly . .abolished, by it’s 
decree of September 1791, the justice which it had done to 
persons of colour in the Antilles. 2822 J. Q. Adams in C. 
Davies Metr. Syst. in. (1871) 140 This report was sanctioned 
by a decree of the assembly. 1831 Tennyson To the Queen 
ix, To take Occasion by the hand, and make The bounds of 
freedom wider yet By shaping some august decree. 

Jig. 1596 Shaks. Merck. V. 1. ii. 20 The braine may 
deuise lawes for the blood, but a hot temper leapes ore 
a colde decree. 1697 Dryden Virg. Georg. 1. 289 Whether 
by Nature's Curse, Or Fate’s Decree. 

2 . Eccl. An edict or law of an ecclesiastical 
council, usually one settling some disputed or 
doubtful point of doctrine or discipline ; in pi. the 
collection of such laws and decisions, forming part 
of the canon law. (Cf. Decretal.) 

1303 R. Brunne Handl. Synne 4640 Hyt ys forbode hym, 
yn pc decre, Myracles for to make or se. 1377 Langl. P. 
PI. B. xv. 373 Doctoures of decres and of diuinite Maistres. 
*393 Gower Coup. I. 257 The pope.. hath made and yove 
the decre. 1531 in W. H. Turner Select. Rec. Oxford 95 
Master Morgan Johns, bachelor of decrees. 1564 (title). 
A godly and necessarie Admonition of the Decrees and 
Canons of the Counsel of Trent. 1691 Wood Aik. Oxon. I. 
20 He was . . admitted to the extraordinary reading of any 
Book of the Decretals, that is to the degree of Bach, of 
Decrees, which some call the Canon Law. 1726 Ayliffe 
Parergon p. xxxvii, A Decree is an Ordinance which is 
enacted by the Pope himself, by and with the advice of his 
Cardinals in Council assembled, without being consulted by 
any one thereon. 1843 Penny CycL XXV. 189/1 The king 
and the queen-mother promised, .that they would accept 
the decrees of the Council [of Trent]. 1893 P. T. Forsyth 
in Faith 4 Criticism 106 If that infallibility be carried 
beyond Himself ..there is no logical halting-place till we 
arrive at the Vatican Decrees. 

3 . Theol. One of the eternal purposes of God 
whereby events are foreordained. 

1570 B. Googe Pop. Kingd. 1. (1880) 1 All the Deuils 
deepe in hell, at his decrees doe quake. 164$ Assembly’s 
Larger Catech. Q. 12 God’s Decrees are the wise, free, and 
holy acts of the counsel of his will, whereby from all eternity, 
he hath, for his own glory, unchangeably fore-ordained what- 
soever comes to passe m time, ax-jxx Ken Hymnarium 
Poet. Wks. 1721 II. 108 Her Conscience tells her God’s 
Decree Full option gave, and made her free, i860 Motley 
Netherl, (1868) I. i. 4 Philip stood enfeoffed, by divine decree, 
of . . possessions far and near. 

4 . Law. A judicial decision. In various specific 
uses: a. Rom. Law. A decision given by the 
emperor on a question brought before him judi- 
cially. 

1776-81 Gibbon Deck 4 F. xliv, The rescripts of the 
emperor, his grants and decrees, his edicts and pragmatic 
sanctions, were subscribed in purple ink. 1880 Muirhead 
Gains 1. § 5 An imperial constitution is what the emperor 
has established by decree, edict, or letter. It has never 
been disputed that such a constitution has the full force of 
a lex. 

b. Eng. Law . The judgement of a court of 
equity, or of the Court of Admiralty, Probate, and 
Divorce. But since the Judicature Act of 1873-5, 
the term * judgement * is applied to the decisions 
of courts having both, common law and equity- 
powers. 

Decree \ s still used in A dmiralty cases. In Divorce cases, 
•a decree is an order of the Court declaring the nullity or 
dissolution of marriage, or the judicial separation of the 
parties. Decree nisi; the order made by the court for 
divorce, which remains conditional for at least six months, 
after which, unless cause to the contrary is shown, it is 
made absolute. In Ecclesiastical cases, decree is a special 
form of citation of the party to the suit. 

162a Callis Slat. Sewers (1647) 231 A Decree is ..only 
a Sentence or Judgement in a Court of Justice, delivered or 
declared by the Judges there. 1735 Col. Rec. Pennsylv. 
IV. 39 But two Causes, and both by Consent, have been 
brought to a Decree. 1768 Blackstonb Comm. III. 451 


When all are heard, the court pronounces the decree , adjust- 
ing every point in debate according to equity and good 
conscience. 1848 Wharton Law Lex. s. v., Courts of 
equity may adjust their decrees so as to meet different 
exigencies, .whereas courts of common law are bound down 
to a fixed and invariable form of judgment. 1873 Act 36 4 
37 Viet. c. 66 §100 In the construction of this Act.. the 
several words herein-after mentioned shall have, or include, 
the meanings following ; (that is to sayj. Judgment ’ shall 
include Decree 2873 Phillimore Eccles. Law 1254 These 
decrees or citations are signed by the Registrar of the Court. 
1892 Geary Law of Marriage 354 A decree of judicial 
separation may be subsequently turned into a decree for 
dissolution. 1893 Barnes in Law Rep. Probate Div. 154 
The decree I make will be : that the crew other than the 
captain shall receive salvage according to their ratings. 
Mod. Newspr .. A decree nisi was pronounced. The decree 
was made absolute. 

C. Sc. Law. The final judgement or sentence of 
a civil court, whereby the question at issue between 
the parties is decided ; strictly, a judgement which 
can be put in force by containing the executive 
words 1 and decerns * : cf. Decerniture. 

Decrees are said to be condemnatar or absolvitor accord- 
ing as the decision is in favour of the pursuer or the clefender. 

A decree in absence is a decree pronounced against a de- 
fender who has not appeared and pleaded on the merits of 
the cause = 4 Judgement by Default ’ in English Common 
Law. Decree of Registration is a decree Jictione juris of 
a court, interposed without the actual invervention _ of 
a judge, in virtue of the party’s consent to a decree going 
out against him. Decree arbitral : an award by one or 
more arbiters : see Arbitral. Decree dative : see Dative. 
Decree of Locality , Modification , and Vahtation ofTeinds : 
various decisions of the Teind Court. (Bell, Diet. Law 
Scotl. 1861 ) Cf. earlier Decreet ib. 

1734 Erskine Princ. Sc. Law (1805) 484 Before horning 
could pass on the decree of an inferior judge, the decree 
was, by our former practice, to have been judicially produced 
before the Session, and their authority interposed to it by 
a new decree. 1861 W. Bell Diet. Law Scot. s. v., The 
decree issued by the Court of Session in aid of the inferior 
court decree, was called a decree conform. 1877 Mackay 
Practice Crt. Session I. 581 The term decree is now some- 
times used interchangeably with interlocutor , though it 
might be convenient to apply the former to a final deter- 
mination by which the whole or a substantive part of the 
cause is decided, and the latter to an order pronounced in 
its course. 

Decree (dfkrf), v . Also 6 decre, decrey. 
[f. Decree sb. : cf. F. dderdter , f. ddcret .] 

1 . trans. To command (something) by decree ; 
to order, appoint, or assign authoritatively, or- 
dain. 

*399 Rolls of Parlt. III. 424/x [Their] Commissaries., 
declared and decreed, andadjugged yowe fore to be deposed 
and pryved . .of the Astate of Kyng. 1538 Starkey England 
1. i. 20 No partycular mean by cyuyle ordynance decred. 
1590 Marlowe Edw. II , Wks. (Rtldg.) 194/2 The stately 
triumph we decreed, a 1627 Middleton Mayor ofQ. iv. ii, 
Upon the plain of Salisbury A peaceful meeting they decreen. 
1637 Decree Star Chamber § 11 It is further Ordered and 
Decreed, that no Merchant, Bookseller. .shall imprint.. any 
English bookes [etc.], a 1718 Rowe (J.), Their father, .has 
decreed His sceptre to the younger. 1858 Froude II ist. Eng. 
III. xii, 13 The English parliaments were, .decreeing the 
dissolution of the smaller monasteries. 1876 J . H. Newman 
Hist. Sk. I. 111. i. 309 The cities sent embassies to him, 
decreeing him public honours. 

b. Jig. To ordain as by Divine appointment, or 
by fate. 

c 1580 C’tess Pembroke Ps. (1823) cxix. B, iii, What thou 
dost decree. 1594 Hooker Eccl. Pol. x ii. (1611)4 Wherewith 
God hath eternally decreed when and how they should be. 
i6ox Shaks. Twel. N. 1. v. 330 What is decreed, must be : and 
be this so. 1795 Southey Joan of Arc m. 68 For Heaven 
all-just Hath seen our sufferings and decreed their end. 
1841 Lane Arab. Nts. 1 . nx Give me patience, O Allah, to 
bear what Thou decreest. 

2 . Law. *jr To pronounce judgement on (a cause), 
decide judicially (obs.) ; to order or determine by 
a judicial decision ; to adjudge ; absol. to give 
judgement in a cause. 

1530 Palsgr. 509/1, I shall decree it or it be to morowe 
noone. 1370 Levins 46/39 To Decree, decernere. 1621 Elsing 
Debates Ho. Lords (Camden) 112 He decreed the cause 
not hearing any one wytnesse. 1818 Cruise Digest (ed. 2) 
I. 469 It was decreed to be a resulting trust for the grantor. 
Ibid. VI. 489 Lord Bathurst decreed accordingly. 1891 
Law Reports Weekly Notes 43/1 The Court would not 
decree specific performance of a contract of service. 

3 . To decide or determine authoritatively; to 
pronounce by decree. 

a 1571 Jewel Serm. Haggai i. 4 Our fathers in the 
Councill holden at Constance . . have decreed . . that, to 
minister the Communion to a lay man under both kinds, is 
an open heresie. 1651 Hobbes Leviath. u. xxii. 216 What- 
soever that Assembly shall Decree. 1837 Carlyle Ft. Rev. 
I, v. ii. The Third Estate is decreeing that it is, was, and will 
be nothing but a National Assembly. 

t b. To decree (a person ) for: to put him down 
as, pronounce him to be. Obs. rare , 

1616 Beaum. & Fl. Scornful Lady iv. i, Such a Coxcomb, 
such a whining Ass, as you decreed me for when I was last 
here. 

f 4 . To determine, resolve, decide (to do some- 
thing). Obs. or arch. 

1326 Pilgr. Per f. iW. de W. 2531^ 86 b, Decrey inge with 
them selfe. .tobeare and suffre all thynges, 1599 Shaks. 
Muck Ado 1. iii. 35, I haue decreed not to sing in my cage. 
1697 Dryden Virg. Georg . xv. 333 When thou hast decreed 
to seize their Stores. 1754 Fielding Jon. Wild iv. viii. 
Here we decreed to rest and dine. 1871 R. Ellis Catullus 
viii. 27 Who decrees to live thine own ; 


5. absol. or intr. To decide, determine, ordain. 

1391 Spenser Rnines of Rome vi. xx So did the Gods by 
heavenly doome decree. 1600 Shaks. A. Y. L. 1. ii. in As 
the destinies decrees, 1647-8 Cotterell Davila's Hist. Fr. 
(1678) 3 Laws, decreed of in the fields [of battle]. 1667 
Milton P. L. iii. 172 As ray Eternal purpose hath decreed. 

Hence Decree d ppl. a . Decreeing ibl. sb. and 
ppl. a. 

1348 Udall, etc. Erasm. Par. Phil. ii. (R.), Suche was the 
decreed wyll of the father. 1391 Spenser Ruins of Time 35 
Bereft of both by Fates vniust decreeing. 16x8 Bolton Florus 
in. xxi. 242 Hee laboured by the law of Sulpitius to take from 
Sulla his decreed employment. 1878 Seeley Stein II. 133 
The decreeing and executing Power not being combined. 

Decree able (oUkrfabl), a. rare, [- able .] 
Capable of being decreed. 

1846 Worcester cites Vernon. 
t Becree ment. Obs. [- ment .] A decreeing, 
a decree. 

*563-87 Foxe A. <§* M. (1596^ 5/x These, .expresse decree- 
ments of general councels. 1601 Bp. W. Barlow Defense 
*07 The sole . . iudge of all writings and decreementes. 

Decreement, obs. (erron.) f. Decrement. 
Becreer (dfkrfoi). [-er L] One who decrees. 
x66o H. More Myst. Godl. vii. ii. 283 The word naturally 
signifies a Commander or Decreer. 2664 - Myst . Iniq. 285 
A Decreer of Idolatrous practices, a 2679 T. Goodwin Wks . 

I. iii. 103 (R.), The first decreer of it. 

Decrees, decreesse, obs. forms of Decrease. 
Decreet (dfkrft), sb. Obs. or aixh. Forms: 
4-5 decret, 5-7 decreit, deerete, 6- decreet, 
[a. F. ddcretj or ad. L. decrei-um : see Decree sbi\ 

+ 1, An earlier form of the word Decree, entirely 
Obs. in English, and in Sc. retained only as in b. 

c 1374 Chaucer Boetk. 1. iv. 17 poru3 her decretz and hire 
iugementys. c 1425 Wyntoun Cron. vm. v. 172 He gert 
J>ame bare deerete retrete, And all tyl wndo j?aire sentens. 
1483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 108 b/i Lyke as it is had in the 
deerete. 2552 Abf. Hamilton Cateck. « 1 884 ‘ 5 The decreet 
maid in our provincial counsale. 1571 Sat. Poems Reform . 
xxviii. 78 Aganis thair Cannoun Law, thay gaif decreit. 
a 2605 Montgomerie Misc. Poems xxxii. 10 Nane dou 
reduce the Destinies decreit. 

b. Sc. Law. — Decree 4 c. (The vernacular 
form in Sc. ; now arch.) 

2492 Sc. Acts Jas. IV 11597) § 30 Within twentie daies 
after the decreet of the deliuerar.ee be given there vpon. 
2384 Sc. Acts Jas. VI (1 597) § 139 All decre etes giuen be 
quhatsumeuer J udges. 1600 S kene Reg. Maj. 2 1 The effect 
of ane decreit given be Arbiters is, that it sail be obeyed, 
quhither it be just or nocht. 1752 in Scots Mag. June (1753) 
287/2 He had procured a sist. .against the decreet. 182a 
Chalmers Let. in Life (1851) I. 272 The only effect of this 
decreet of the Court of Teinds. 1824 Scott Redgauntlet 
ch. ii, It went ..just like a decreet in absence. 1833 Act 
3-4 Will. !V t c. 46 § 70 Such summary decreets and 
warrants. 

*p 2 . A decision, determination. Obs. rare. 

c 1400 Apol. Loll. 101 Chaunge pi decret, & do not J?is 
J>at )>u hast vowid unwarly. c 2470 Henry Wallace viii. 
630 This decret thar wit amang thaim fand Gyff Wallace 
wald apon him tak the croun, To gyff battaill thai suld be 
redy boun. 

+ Decreet (dfkrfO, V. Obs. Forms : see prec. 
[a. F. dierdte-r , f. ddcret Decree. Only Sc. after 
15th c.] 

1 . trans. To decree, order, ordain. 

c 142s Wyntoun Cron. vi. iv. 72 He Decretyd hvm bar 
Kyng to be. 2457 Sc. Acts Jas. II (1814) II. 48/x It is 
decretyt & ordamyt b fc wapinschawings be haldin be J>e 
lords. 2492 Caxton Vitas Pair. (W. de W. 1495) 1. xlix. 
97 a/i It is decreted by sentence dyuyne. c 2565 Lindesay 
(P itscottie) Ckron . Scot. (2728 ! 62 It is also, .decreeted that 
all faithful men shall lay to their shoulders for expelling of 
thir common enemies. 2633 Sc. Acts Ckas. I (1817) V, 42/2 
Quhat they sail decreit and determine. 

2 . To decide, determine, resolve (to do something). 

1582-8 Hist. James VI (1804) 138 He decrettit to pas 

hatne, and to leaue the Regent’s company. 

3 . intr. To pronounce a decision or judgement. 

1563 W1N3ET Wks. (1890) II. 30 Paraduentuir he. .hes 

brestit out erar of a manlie passioun, than decretit be 
heuinlie ressoun. 2597 Montgomerie Cherrie § Sloe 2324 
Since ge ^oursells submit To do as I decreit. 2609 Skene 
Reg. Maj. 21 Be consent of the parties, the Arbiters may 
decreit as they please. Ibid. 65 Arbiters, .may not decreit 
vpon ane halie day. 

Hence Decree'ted ppl. a., decreed. 

172 . Wodrow Corr. (2843) II. 558 A Decreeted Non-juror. 
2761 Hume Hist. Eng. II, xxx. 168 The more to pacify the 
king he showed to him. .the decreted bull. 

Decrement (de*krfment). [ad. L. decrement- 
um , f. decre- stem of inceptive deer e~sc~ ere to De- 
crease : see -ment.] 

1 . The process or fact of decreasing or growing 
gradually less, or (with pi.) an instance of this ; 
decrease, dimimitioR, lessening, waste, loss. (Op- 
posed to increment.') 

2621 Mountagu Diatribes 310 The decrements of the 
First-fruits. 2632 Brathvvaij Whimsies 93 Hee would 
finde his decrements great, his increments small : his receits 
come farre short of his disbursements. 2660 Boyle New 
Exp. Phys. Meek. xxi. 151 The greater decrement of the 
pressure of the Air. 2695 Woodward Nat. Hist. Earth v. 
12723) 253 Rocks, .suffer a continual Decrement, and grow 
lower and lower, 2774 J, Bryant Mythology 1 , 339 A society 
. . where there is a continual decrement, 1840 J. H. Green 
Vital Dynamics 81 Signs of the decrement of vital energy, 
+ b. spec. Bodily decay, wasting away. Obs. 
1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. vi. iv, 280 Our decrement 
accelerates, we set apace, and in our last aayes precipitate 


DECREPIT. 


DECRETAL. 


into our graves. 1692 Ray Dissol. World in. v. {1732I 340 
There is a Decrement or Decay both of Things and Men. 

c. The wane (of the moon 1 ; spec, in Heraldry. 

1610 Gutllim Heraldry m. iii. (1611) 91 Her divers de- 

nominations in Heraldrie, as her increment in her increase 
..her decrement in her waning and her detriment in her 
change and eclipse. 1822 T, Taylor Apuleius 292 The 
Moon.. delining the month through her increments, and 
afterwards by her equal decrements. 

d. Decrement of life*, in the doctrine of annuities 
and tables of mortality ; The (annual) decrease of 
a given number of persons by death. 

1752 Phil. Trans. XLVII. liii. 335 The decrements oflife 
may be esteemed nearly equal, after a certain age. 1755 
Brakenridge ibid. XLIX. 180 It will be easy to form a table 
of the decrements oflife. 1831 Herschel^ 1 /?^. Nat. Phil. 
n. vi. 178 The decrement oflife, or the law of mortality. 

e. Crystallography. ‘A successive diminution of 
the layers of molecules, applied to the faces of the 
primitive form, by which the secondary forms are 
supposed to be produced * (Webster). 

1805-17 R. Jameson Char. Min . (ed. 3V 146 The decre- 
ments on the edges concur with those in the angles to pro- 
duce the same crystalline form. 1823 H. J. Brooke Introd. 
Crystallogr. 18 When the additions do not cover the whole 
surface of a primary form, but there are rows of molecules 
omitted on the edges, or angles of the superimposed plates, 
such omission is called a decrement. 1858 Buckle Civihz. 
II. vii. 402 The secondary forms of all crystals are derived 
from their primary forms by a regular process of decrement. 
2 . The amount lost by diminution or waste; 
spec, in Math . a small quantity by which a variable 
diminishes (e.g. in a given small time). 

1 666 Boyle Orig. Formes # QuaL, [What] the obtained 
powder amounts to over and above the decrement of 
weight. 1738 I. Lyons Fluxions 00 Let Y be the decrement 
of y. 1812-6 Playfair Nat. Phil. (18x9) I. 227 The de- 
crements of heat in each second.^ 1846 H. Rogers Ess. ( i860) 

I. 202 .Admitting increase or diminution by infinitely small 
increments or decrements. 1883 Economist 15 Sept., If the 
unearned increment is to be appropriated by the State.. 
The undeserved decrement, as perhaps it may be called, 
would surely claim compensation, 
f 3 . Applied to certain college expenses at Ox- 
ford; see quot. 1726. Ohs. 

[1483 in Arnolde Chron. (x8ii) 271 Item in decrementis, iij, 
li. vij, s’, i. d’.J 1726 R. Newton in Reminiscences (Oxf. 
Hist. Soc.) 64 Decrements, each Scholar's proportion for 
Fuel, Candles, Salt, and other common necessaries : origin- 
ally so call’d as so much did, on these accounts, decrescere t 
or was discounted from a Scholar’s Endowment. 

4 Decreprdity. rare- 1 , [f. decrepid, variant 
of Decrepit, after timidity , etc.] * Decrepi- 
tude. 

1760 1 Wise, in Ann. Reg. 190/2 Age pictured in the mind 
is decrepidity in winter, retiring in the evening to the com- 
fortable shelter of a fire-side. 

Decrepit (d/kre'pit), a. (sh.) Also 6 decre- 
pute, decreaped, 6-7 decrepit©, -et, 7 -ate, 
7-9 decrepid, 8 deeripid, -ed, deeripped. [a. F. 
dtertpit (16th c.), in igthc. descrepy , ad. L. decrepit- 
us very old, decrepit, f. de- down + crepit ppl. 
stem of crepdre to crack, creak, rattle. The final 
-it has had many forms assimilated to pa. pples., 
adjs. in -id, etc.] 

1 . Of living beings (and their attributes): Wasted 
or worn out with old age, decayed and enfeebled 
with infirmities ; old and feeble, 
c 1450 Henkyson Praise of Age 2 Ane auld man, and de- 
crepit, hard I sing. 1511-2 Act 3 Hen. Pith c. 3 § 1 
Every man . . not lame decrepute or maymed. 1330 Crow- 
ley Inform. <$• Petit. 463 To sustayne theyr parents decrepet 
age. 1606 Warner Alb. Eng. xiv. Ixxxlx. 361 A fourth 
farre older decrepate with age. 1689-90 Temple Ess. 
Health $ Long Life Wks. 173 1 1 . 273 With common 
Diseases Strength grows decrepit. 1732 Fielding Amelia 
(1775) X. 4 Poor old decrepit people, who are incapable of 
getting a livelihood by work. 2872 Black Adv. Phaeton 
xx. 283 Some poor old pensioner, decrepit and feeble-eyed. 

0 . decrepid etc, a 1616 Beaum. & Fl. Lit. Fr. Lawyer 
1. i, Thou shalt not find I am decrepid. 1696 Dryden Let. 
Mrs, Stewart 1 Oct. Wks. xSoo I. n. 66 How can you be so 
good to an old decrepid man ? 1719 D’Urfey Pills 1x872) 
IV. 317 Deeripped old Sinners. 1820 W. Irving Sketch 
Bk. I. 216 A poor decrepid old woman, 1845 G. E. Day tr. 
Simon's Anim. Chem. I. 204 Arnold, decrepid.. animal. 

2 .fig. of things. 

1594 Nashe Unfort. Tmv. 23 The decrepite Churches in 
contention beyond sea, 1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. 
Y.xxi, 264 Decrepit© superstitions, ' 1780 Burke Sf, Ecott. 
Reform Wks. III. 261 The poor wasted decrepid revenue 
of the principality. 1863 D. G. Mitchell My Farm of 
Edgezvood 124 The decrepid apple trees are rooted up. 1878 
Lecky Eng. in 18th C. l. i, 116 The military administra- 
tions ..of surrounding nations were singularly decrepit and 
corrupt. ' . 

B. sh. One who is decrepit. Ohs. or local 
1578 Banister Hist. Man 1. 25 In men full of dayes, and 
such decrepittes as b.ld\age hath long : arrested. 1887 S. 
Cheshire Gloss., Decrippit, a cripple, lame person, 

t Decre*pit, v. Ohs — 1 [f. prec.] To make 
decrepit j see quot,). 

1688 R. Holme A rmoury in. 3x0/2 The T^ing Neck and ' 
Heels, isa Punishment of decrepitmg, that' is benumming 
the Body, by drawing it all together, as it were into a 
round Ball. 

f Decrepit&ge, Decrepitaney. Ohs. Irregular 
formati ons * Decrepitude. 

1670 G. H., Hist. Cardinals ih in. 176 Of his goodness 
and decrepitage {hontd e decreptih]. Ibid. in. u,' 302 His 
age . . his infirmities, 'and 'decrepitaney,. 


no 

Decrepitate (cRkre- P ;t*u), v. [f. med. or 
mod.L. decrepit lire, f. de- down, away + -crepitare 
to crackle, freq. of crepdre to crack. Cf. P* dlcri- 
pifer(i 6 go in Hatzf.).] 

1. trans. To calcine or roast (a salt or mineral) 
until it no longer crackles in the fire. 

1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. 11. v, 87 And so will it 
come to passe in a pot of salt, although decrepitated. 1684 
Boyle Porousn. Anim . $ Solid Bod. viii. 125 A pound of 
Dantzick Vitriol and a pound of Sea Salt, after the former 
had been very lightly calcined, and the latter decrepitated. 
17 99 G. Smith Laboratory I. 379 Decrepitate them, i.e. dry 
them till they crack, in a pan, crucible, or clean fire shovel. 
1832 G. R. Porter Porcelain g- GL 82 The salt purified 
and decrepitated,— that is, subjected to the action of heat 
until all crackling noise has ceased. 

2 . intr. Of salts and minerals: To make a 
crackling noise when suddenly heated, accompanied 
by a violent disintegration of their particles. 

This is owing to the sudden conversion into steam of the 
water enclosed within the substance, or, as in some natural 
minerals, to the unequal _ expansion of the laminae which 
compose them. Watts Diet. Chem, 

1677 Plot Oxfordsh. 54 Put in the fire. Jt presently de- 
crepitates with no less noise than salt itself. 1800 tr. 
Lagrange's Chem. I. 331 If transparent calcareous spar be 
exposed to a sudden heat, it decrepitates and loses its 
transparency. 1849 Dana Geot. v. (1850) 324 note. It de- 
crepitates. .but does not fuse. 

Hence Decrepitated ppl. a ., Deere -pitating 
vbl. sh. and ppl. a. 

166a R. Mathew Uni. Alch. § xoi. 165 Let thy salt 
stand meanly red til it wil crack no more, and that is called 
decrepitating. 1765 Univ. Mag. XXXVII, 84/2, I.. take 
equal parts of decrepitated salt arid nitre. 1819 H. Busk 
Vestrlad v. 53 Decrepitating salts with fury crack. < 2874 
Grove Conlrib. Se. in Core. Phys. Forces 304 A brilliant 
combustion, attended with a decrepitating noise. 

Decrepitation {d/krepit<? l *Jbn). [n. of action 
f. Decrepitate; see -atwn. Also mod.F. (1742 
in Hatzf,), and prob. in 16— 1 7th c. Latin.] The 
action of the verb Decrepitate ; a. The calcining 
of a salt or mineral until it ceases to crackle with 
the heat. b. The crackling and disintegration of 
a salt or mineral when exposed to sudden heat, 
x66g W. Simpson Hydrol. Ckym . 142 Unless the hydro- 
pick moisture, .be exhausted by Bagration or decrepitation. 
1685 Phil. Trans. XV. x ©61 In the decrepitation of common 
Salt. 1827 Faraday Chem. Manip. v. i6q Decrepitation is 
generally occasioned by the expansion of the outer portions 
before the interior has had time to heat. 1830 Findley Nat. 
Syst. Bot. 242 Said to contain nitre, a proof of which is shewn 
by their frequent decrepitation when thrown on the fire. 

Becrepitly (d/krepitli), adv. [-ly ^,] In a 
decrepit manner, 

1848 Lowell Sir Lannfal n. i, And she rose up decrepitly 
For a last dim took at earth and sea, 

t Becre’pitness. Ohs. Also 7-8 decrepid-. 
[-ness. ] ** Decrepit 00 b. 

*6oi Cornwallyks Ep. x, Before decrepitness and death 
catch me. 1677 Wycherley PL Dealer m i, Wou’dst thou 
make me the Staff of thy Age, the Crutch of thy Decrepid- 
ness ? 1703 J. Savage Lett. Ant tents viii. 49 The Decrepid- 
ness of extream Old Age. 

Decrepitude (di 1 cre*pit‘wd). [a. F, dicripB 
hide (14th. a), prob. repr. a med.L. *decrcpituda y 
f. decrepitus, or on the model of similar formations : 
see -TUDE,] The state or condition of being de- 
crepit ; a state of feebleness and decay, esp. that 
due to old age. lit. and fig. 

1603 Florid Montaigne 1. xix. (1632)37 She . . dies in her 
decrepitude. 2751 Johnson Rambler No, t$x V x The several 
stages by which animal life makes its progress from infancy 
to decrepitude. 1784 Cowper Task 11. 489 Praise from the 
rivel’d lips of toothless, bald Decrepitude. 1871 R, Ellis 
Catullus lxi. 161 Still when hoary decrepitude . . Nods a 
tremulous Yes to all. 1873 Merivalk Gen, Hist. Rome Ixxv, 
(1877) 627 Paganism thus stricken down in her decrepitude 
never rose again, 

t Decre*pity . Ohs. [a. 0 F. dMpiti ( 1 5- 1 7th 
c. in GodeL), ad. med.L. decrepit-ds , - totem (Du 
Cange), f. L. decrepitus .] »* Decrrpitudk, 

: 1576 Newton tr. Lemnie's Complex. 30a, The firste enter- 
aunce and steppe into Olde Age, which is the nexter neigh- 
bours to decrepitie and dotage. 1598 TPxxmcs, Decrepitd . . 
olde age, decrepitie. 1603 — Montaigne 11. xxix. 11632 1 394 
Being demanded what his studies would stead him in lus 
decrepity. 1605 Chapman A U Footes Plays 1873 1 . x6o A true 
Loadstone to draw on Decrepity. 

Decrescence (dfkre*sens). rare , [ad, L. de- 
crescentia decreasing, waning, f. dccresdre to De- 
crease ; see -ence.] Waning state or condition, 
1872 Contemp, Rev. XX. 899 They, have attained their 
maximum of development, and, by inevitable sequence, liave 
begun their decrescence. 

f[ Decrescendo (d^kreJemtD). Mm. [It. » 
decreasing.] A musical direction indicating that 
the tone is to be gradually lessened in force or 
loudness ; «* Diminuendo. As sh : A gradual 
diminution of loudness of tone. 

^2^80 Grove Diet. Mm. s.v., A decrescendo of 48 haw from 

Decrescent (dfkre*sent), a. and sh. Also 7-8 
deeressant. [ad. L. decrescent-em, pr. pple. of 
decrescPre to Decrease : see -ent. For the earlier 
spelling, cf. Crescent.] 

A. adj. Decreasing, growing gradually 1 ess. 


Chiefly of the moon : Waning, in her decrement ; 
in Her. represented with the horns towards the 
sinister side. In Bot. applied to organs which de- 
crease gradually from the base upwards. 

16x0 Guillim Heraldry m. iii. (1660^1x1 He beareth Azure, 
a Moon decres-ant Proper. 1674 Jeake Arith. 1. .1696) 30 
Then draw the Decrescent Lunuiar, or Separatrix. 1727'- 5! 
Chambers Cycl. s.v. Decrement , The moon looking to the 
left. side of the escutcheon is always supposed to lie decres-. 
sant. x8ix Pinkerton Pei nil. II. 167 A dozen specimens, 
which presented a decrescent progression, with regard to t he 
size of the grain, x 872 Tennyson Gareth # Lyn. 5x8 Be- 
tween the increscent and decrescent moon. 

B. sh. The moon in her decrement or wane : used 
in Her. as a bearing. (Opposed to increscent .) 

16x6 Bulloicar, Deeressant , the Moone in the last quarter, 
?x6*o Feltham Resolves xxviii. (xst ed. 88 Thus while he 
sinnes, he is a Deeressant ; when he repents, a Cressant. 
169X Land. Getz. No. 2674/4 A Cross Moline between 2 In- 
crescents and 2 Decrescent*. sBS 1 J*. B. H umb Poems, 
Glenfinlas 162 The wan decrescent’s slanting beams. 

Deeres©, decrease, obs. forms of Decrease, 
Decresion, var. of Decketion Obs., decrease. 
Decretal (dfkri tai), a., sh. Also 4-7 -ale, 
-all(e, { 7 decreetaU). [a. F. dicvttal,-ale ( j $tb a), 
ad. L. decretdlis of or containing a decree, whence 
med.L. deer e tales- 'sc. efistohe) papal letters con- 
taining decrees, decreldic a decree, statute, constitu- 
tion.] A. adj, 

1. Pertaining to, of the nature of, or containing, 
a decree or decrees, a. Pertaining to the papal 
decrees: see B. 1 . + Decretal right ; canon law. 

*489 Caxt oh Fay too of A. in. v, 17.5 After the decretal! and 
cyuyl! rygbt. 256* T. Norton Calvin's l mst. iv. vij. 43 The 
decretal! epistles heaped together by Gregorie the ,ix, 15%. 87 
Foxk A.tjr M.USfc 5 1 Decided by ceiteiiw new decretal 
or rather extradecretal and extravagant constitutions*, a 1631: 
Donne in Select. 1184a- *8 The word inspired by the Holy 
Ghost ; not apocryphal, not decretal, not tracliiir-imi, *682 
BuKNfcT Rights Princes v. 165 That impudent Forgery of 
the Decretal. Epistles. 1763 Blackstone Comm, J, 59 The 
canon laws, or decretal epistle* of the popes, are . • rescripts 
in the strictest sense, ■ 1823 Likcard Hist, Png, VI, 195 Cam- 
peggio had read the decretal bull to him and bis minister, 
b. Pertaining to, or of the nature of, a decree of 
Chancery or other civil court. 

1689 Col. Ret. Pennsylv. I. 253 Pmtiant to a Decretal! 
order of y Provinll. judges. 171.4 Pond, Grn. No, 5253/4 
A Decretal Order made in the High Court of Chancery, 
1819 Swanston Reports * Chancery; 01 . a 38 The bill could 
not be dismissed by motion of course. That order wan de- 
cretal, and necessarily retained the cauae. *884 Weekly 
Notes 20 Dec, 242/a Such an order h decretal only and not 
.a final foreclosure judgment. 

1 2. Having the force of a decree or absolute 
command, imperative, b. tramf of the person 
who commands. Ohs. 

a x 6 v> H ealey Epktetui Man Ixxtv. (*636)05 To observe 
all these as decretall htwef^ never to bee violated, xfiio—' 
St. Aug, Citieof Godxxu viii. (*620)793 What more decretal! 
law hath God ( laid yoon nature. t 6 »j* GmnmAU Penit, ’ 
Pardoned ii.11, (*713) 19a When he (the Almighty) , . seems’ 
to have been most peremptory and decretal in his threat- 
ening*. 

f 3. Decisive, definitive. Ohs. rare, 

%6oB Chatman Byron's Tmg* Plays 187.3 H, 319 So beer’s 
a most decree tali end of me, *697 EvsiA'M Nmmism . vii, 
25a The decretal Battel at Phamm. 

B. sh 

1. Ecd. A papal decree or decretal epistle; a 
document issued by a Pope, containing a decree 
or authoritative decision on some point of doctrine 
or ecclesiastical law, b. pi. The collection of such 
decrees, forming part of the canon law. 

cx33» R, Biiwnne Chrm. itBiN 337,' & if he decretal m 
were ordeynd-for pe elerkes otter idle ne risiht to do- 
arays. 1377 Langl. P. PL B. v. 428 Ac in emimm m* in \ t 
decretaks I can not*3te rede- a iym *48* Caxton Myrr t. 
v. 26 They , , goo krne anon the lawes or decretal*, e 1555 
HaRwriELD Divorce Hm. Fill 19* Thm the Pope 
would sign a Decretall drawn out for 'hi*. *643 

Milton. Cdmt, Wks. {.185*1 358 'I’o uphold bit opinion, by 
Canons, and -Gregorian dccretalf- *7*5 tr. Dttpm's Mid, 
Hist, vjtk C, I. v. 69 The Name of Decretals ii purth uiarly 
gj vett -to the Letters ;of the P««s which contain^ Ctmwtitu- 
•taww and Regulattort*. *B%$ Hallam Mid Axex{t&4%) 1 . 
viii ^*4 Upon 'these spurious decretals wm Intiit the freat 
fabric of papal ■ supremacy over ' the ■ different ■ fatmmt 
churches, x%6 Fumm Hm. Eng, It lx. '313' The first de- 
cretal, which was. withheld by Campeggio, in which Iw had 
pronounced the. marriage with Catherine invalid. *86© Lit, 
Ckmnkmm VI, 304/a The false decretals of isid©«, 

11 The sing was occftsionaUy used instead of the 
pi. m sense b above, Ohs, 

* 53 * Dial Laws Png, it, xxvt. 11638' no They that lie 
learoerl In the law . . hold the decretal* hindeth ml in thir 
Realms, TS63-87 Fox® ' 4. # JAIC16I4) III. 307 They 
Irought forth at Decretal, a Book of the Bishop of. Room 
Law, to bind .me to tuMwet*. 

2. transf. A decree, ordinance. 

PerimediS'-y To to .fotss:enta« 

clems, and such mwlkinal! decretals, a j, Smith Set, 
Disc. v. 171 Wlrifh are not the eternal dietatev and drcrettfls 
of ike divine nature,. . tft# J, ■ M Amrm&m Sind , . Ckr. 86 A. re- 
peat of- the- 4 temtal;s-.irf Eternity, 
t Deeretaliarcb. Ohs. [F. dSkr£taliarchtl\ A 
word of Ritbeiais ; the lord of decretals, the Pope, 
rtMS Is BtODiir Gims^r, (from Cotgmwl bfanwwx 

Raheiem iv.'liv, The Wested Ktifdom of fieavta, whoso- 
.Keys %m given to ms good God and iMcrttdmdL 
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t Decre'taline, a. Obs. [f. Decretal + -ine.] 
Of or belonging to the Decretals. 

1600 0 . E. Repl. Libel n. iii. 59 They haue .. receiued a 
new decretaline law, wherein they walke more curiously, 
then in the law of God. Ibid. n. iv. 90 Their decretaline 
doctrine is neither sound, nor holy. 1708 Mqtteux Rabelais 
iv. xiix. (1737' 199 Our old Decretaline Scholiasts. 
Decretalist (d/kif-talist). [mod. f. Decretal 
(B. 1) + -1st : cf. F. dicritaliste (14th c.), and De- 
ceit ist.] One versed in the Decretals, f b. One 
who holds the Calvinistic doctrine as to the decrees 
of God (cf. Decretal a. 2). 

1710 D. Whitbv Disc. Five Points vi. i. (1817) 400 If these 
Decretalists may take sanctuary in the fore-knowledge God 
hath of things future, the Hobbists and the Fatalists may do 
the same. 187a R. Jenkins in A rchseol . Cant. V II 1 . 66 note, 
Apostacy according to the decretalists is a threefold crime. 

Beer e ‘tally, adv. [-ly *.] In a decretal way, 
by way of decree. 

1621 W. Sclater Tythes (7.623} 2I S Doctrinally, or rather 
decretally, its deliuered by Vrban. 1626 — Expos. 2 These. 
(1629) 104 When were these dogmatized and decretally 
stablished for eatholique doctrine ? 1716 M. D a vies A then. 
Brit. II. To Rdr, 43 The Supream Divinity of Jesus Christ, 
as decretally Pre-existing in the Hypostatick Union. 

t Becre'tary. Obs. [f. L. decret-um Decree 
4- -ary.] One versed in the Decretals. 

1581 J. Bel x. H addon's Answ. Osor. 358 b, For Evange- 
listas, cruell Canonistes, Copistes, Decretaries, 

Becre*te. 1 . « Decree 4 a, [A special adapt- 
ation of L. dccretum.'} 

1832 Austin Juris pr. (1879) II. xxviii. 534 The most im- 
portant .. of these special constitutions were those decretes 
and rescripts which were made by the Emperors , . a decrete 
being an order made on a regular appeal from the judgment 
of a lower tribunal. 

2 . Obs. var. of Decreet. 
t Becre’tion. Obs. Also 7 decresion. [n. 
of action from L. decreU , ppL stem of deer esc ere to 
Decrease ; cf. accretion, concretion. ( Not used in 
L., which had a different decrelio from decernere to 
decree.)] Decrease, diminution. 

1635 Swan Spec. M. iv. § 2 (1643! 68 < The clouds . . by de- 
scending make no greater augmentation then the decresion 
was in their ascending. 1659 Pearson Creed ( 1839) 73 By 
which decretion we might guess at a former increase. 

Becretist (d/krrtist). [ad. mecl.L. decretista , 
f. decretum Decree : see -1ST. So OF. dicritiste 
(1499 in Godef), earlier dicritistre (see next).] 
One versed in the Decretals; a decretalist. 

c 1400 A poL Loll. 75 }?e decretistis, l>at are Israelltis .. as 
to .part of sciens }>at bey han tane of Godis lawe, & 
Egipcians, as to j e part pat )>ey haue of worldly wysdam. 
2656 Blount Glossogr., Decretist , a Student, or one that 
studies the Decretals. 1726 Ayliffe Paragon xx, The Oe- 
cretists had their Rise and Beginning, even under the Reign 
of the Emperor Frederick Barbarossa. 1871 Vaughan Life 
Si. Thomas 352 To attend the lectures of the decretists. 

t Beeretrstre. Obs. [a. OF. dicritistre (13th 
c. in Lilt re), ad. med.L. decretista ; see -istbe : 
later dicritiste (see prec.).] = prec. 

1393 Langl, P. PL C. xvi. 85 This doctor and diuinour, 
and decretistre of canon, Hath no pite on vs poure. 

Decretive (d/krftiv), a. [f. L. decret ppl. 
stem of decernere to Decree 4- -ive.] Having the 
attribute of decreeing; = Decretory i. 

1609 Bp. W. Barlow Answ. Nameless Cath. 170 Either 
discretiue . . or directiue . . and thirdly decretiue, which is in 
the Prince, either affirmatiuely to binde those within his com- 
passe [etc.]. 1631 Baxter Inf. Bapt. 269 To distinguish be- 
tween event and duty ; the Decretive and Legislative will 
of God. 1770 W esley Wks. (1872) XIV. 193 Both the choice 
of the former, and the decretive omission of the latter were 
owing . . to the sovereign will . . of God. 1874 H. R. Rey- 
nolds John Bapt. iii. § 3. 206 They are . . too specific and 
too decretive in their essence. 

Hence Decxe'tively adv. 

1610 Healey SI Aug. Citie of God 808 The thousand 
years are decretively meant of the devills bondage onelv. 

t Becreto-riaX, a. Obs. rare, [f, L. decretdri- 
us Decretory 4- -al.] 

1. = Decretory 3. 

1588 J. Harvey Disc. Probl. 25 The great ClirnactericalL, 
Hebdomaticall, Sealary, Decretoriall yeere. Ibui. 93 Is it 
therefore impossible ., that any of those should see as far 
into Decretoriall numbers ? 1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. 
iv. xii. 212 The medical! or Decretoriall month. 

2 . ** Decretory i. 

1778 Farmer Lett, to Worthington i. 1 R.\ That I . .overrule 
the Scripture itself, in a decretorial manner. 

t Becreto’riau, a. Obs . [f, as prec. + -an.] 
Decisive, critical ; = Decretory 2, 3. 

^ 1679 J. Goodman Pettit, pardoned in. ii. (17x3! 289' There 
is no decretorian battle, nor is the business decided upon 
a push. .17x6 M. Davies A then. Brit in. Diss. Physick 54 
The ancient Greek. Physicians' made .. Astrology, or Astro- 
nomy, with their Critical and Decretorian Days, a consider- 
able Part of their Medicinal Studies. ■ 

Decre'torily, adv. ? Obs. [f. next 4- -ly 2 .] 
In ' a decretory manner ; -"positively, decisively. ' 
x66o Jer. Taylor Duct Dubii. n. ii. rule vi. § 33 All which 

P k , . decretorily and dogmatically and zealously. ' 1684 
oodman Wiut Ev. Conf in. (T.), Deal concisely ana 
decretorily, that I may he brought .. to the point you 
drive at. 

Decretory* (dikrrtori), a. Now rare or Obs. 
[ad. L. decretori-us, f. decret- ppl. stem of L. de- 
cernere to determine, Decree ; see -ory.] 


X. Of the nature of, involving, or relating to, a 
decree, authoritative decision, or final judgement. 

a 163 x Donne in Select (1840) 83 We banish ..all imagin- 
ary fatality, and all decretory impossibility of concurrence 
and co-operation to our own salvation. 2649 Jer. Taylor 
Gt Exemp. 11. vii. 37 Those decretory and finall words of 
S. Paul: He that defiles a Temple, him will God destroy. 
1673 Baxter Let. in Answ. Dodwell 82 You appropriate 
the Decretory Power to your Monarch ; and communicate 
only the executive. 1737 J. Clarke Hist. Bible (1740) II. 
v. 128 Jesus, knowing they had passed a decretory sentence 
against Him. 3:807 Robinson Arckseol. Grseca 1. xvi. 77 The 
decretory sentence was passed. 

+ b. Of persons: Characterized by pronouncing 
a definite decision or judgement ; positive, decided. 

1651 Jer. Taylor Serm.for Yean. xi. 136 They that with 
..a loose tongue are too decretory, and enunciative of 
speedy judgement. 3655 — Unum Necess. vii. §. 1, I will 
not be decretory in it, because the Scripture hath said nothing 
of it. x68o H. Dodwell Two Lett. Advice (1691) 105 If 
I may seem decretory in resolving positively some things 
controverted among learned men. 
t 2 . Such as to decide the question ; decisive, 
determinative. Obs. 

1674 Evelyn Navig. <4 Comm . Misc. Writ. (1805) 644 That 
decretory battle at Actium. . 1692 M. Morgan Poem on 
Victory over Fr. Fleet 7 In which was struck this decretory 
Blow. 1718 Be. Hutchinson Witchcraft 11720) 172 They 
tried . . their Claims to Land, by Combat, or the Decretory 
Morsel. 1737 Whiston Josephus Diss. 105 There is one 
particular Observation . . that seems to me to be decretory. 

f 3 . Old Med. and Astrol. Pertaining to or de- 
cisive of the final issue of a disease, etc. ; also Jig'. 
of a course of life ; =»= Critical 4. Obs. or arch. 

1577 B. Googe Here shack's Hush. (1586) 78 b, The third 
of Maie (which is the laste decretorie dale of the Vine). 1601 
Holland Pliny I. 500 The foure decretorie or criticall daies, 
that giue the doome of Oliue trees, either to good or bad. 1646 
Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. iv. xii. 213 The medicall month ; 
introduced by Galen . . for the better compute of Decretory 
or Criticall dayes. 1702 C. Mather Magn.Chr. iii. iv. vii. 
(1852) 610 When the decretory hour of death overtakes you. 
1890 E Johnson Rise Christendom 104, I look intrepidly 
forward to yonder decretory hour [of death]. 

t Decrew*, v. Obs. rare. [f. OF. dicreu , now 
dicru, pa. pple. of dicreistre , dicroitre to De- 
crease : cf. Accrue.] To decrease, wane. 

1596 Spenser F. Q. iv. vi. 18 Sir Arthegall renewed His 
strength still more, but she still more decrewed. 

Decrial (d/kroral). rare. [f. Decry z/. 4- -al 5.] 
The act of decrying ; open disparagement. 

171X Shaftesb. Ckarac . Misc. v. i. (1737) III. 266 The 
Decrial of an Art, on which the Cause and Interest of Wit 
and Letters absolutely depend. Ibid. v. ii. (R.), A decrial or 
disparagement of those raw works. 

Decried (di'krei-d), ppl. a. [f. Decry zl + -ed.] 
Cried down, disparaged openly, etc. : see the verb. 

1655 H. Vaughan Silex Scint. i. (1858) 36 Prayer was such 
A decryed course, sure it prevailed not much. 1783 Burke 
Report Affairs India Wks. 1842 II. 6 A suspected and de- 
cried government. 1818 J. C. Hobhouse 7/^(1859) H* 37® 
A decried effort since the edict of Dr. Johnson. 

Decrier (diTraroi). One who decries. 

1698 Fryer Ace. E. India A iiijb, It is a Justice only in- 
tended my Country against its Decriers, a 1716 South Serin. 
VII. ii. (R.), The late fanatic decryers of the necessity of 
human learning. x88x Saintsbury Dry den v. 103 Dryden’s 
principal decrier. 

t Decri‘mmate, v. Obs. rare. [f. med.L. 
decriminare (Du Cange), f. De- I. 3 4 criminare 
to accuse of crime.] To denounce as a criminal, 
to accuse. Hence Becrimina■ting , ppl. a. 

1670 Tryal Rudyard^etc. in Phenix(ij2i) I. 398 A whole 
sea of their Decriminatmg and Obnoxious Terms. 

f Decrcrtt, v. Obs. nonce-wd. [a. F. dicrotter , 
in 1 2th c. descroter , f. de-, des - (De- I. 6) 4- crotte 
dirt.] trans . To clean from dirt, remove dirt from. 

1653 Urquhart Rabelais 1. xx. To decrott themselves in 
rubbing of the dirt of either their shoes or clothes. 

Decrown. (dzlarauiD, V. ? Obs. [f. De- II. 2 
4- Crown sb. Cf. F. ddcouronner * to vnerowne * 
(Cotgr.), OF .descoroner (12th c.); also dethrone .] 
trans . To deprive of the crown, to discrown. 

1609 Bp. W. Barlow Answ. Nameless Cath. 153 Authoritie 
to de-Throan and de-Crowne Princes. 1624 F. White/l epl. 
Fisher 56 Throning and dethroning, crowning and decrown- 
ing them. 1778 Phil. Snrv. S. I ret. 322 If the Pope had 
not arrogated a right to dethrone and decrown Kings. 1835 
Lytton Rienzi 1. iii, How art thou decrowned and spoiled 
by thy recreant and apostate children. 

Hence Decrowning vbl. sb. 

a 1613 Overbury A Wife (1638) 2x2 The decrowning of 
Kings. 

Decrustaticm (drkn?st?ij>>n). rare [n. 
of action f. L. decrust-dre to peel off (an outer 
layer or crust), f. De- 1 . 6 - crusta Crust, crustare 
to Crust : see -ation.] The removal of a crust or 
incrustation. 

x6xx Cotgr., Decrusiation , a decrustation, or vnerasting; 
a paring away of the vppermost part, or outmost rind. *656 
in Blount Glossogr. 1658 in Phillips. 172* in Bailey ; 
and in mod. Diets. 1883 in Syd. Soc. Lex. 

Decry (dz'krsi*), v. Also 6-7 decrie. Pa. t. 
and pple. decried, [a. F. dicrier , in 14th c. 
deserter, f. des-, de- (see De- 1 . 6) + crier to cry. In 
Eng. the prefix appears always to have been taken 
in sense * down ’ : see De- I. 4.] 

1 . trans. To denounce, condemn, suppress, or 
depreciate by proclamation ; =* cry down ;Cry v. 


17a); chiefly said of foreign or obsolete coins; 
also to bring down the value (of any article) by 
the utterance or circulation of statements. 

16x7 Moryson Itin. 1. in. vi. 289 Having a singular Art to 
draw all forraine coynes when they want them, by raising 
the value, and in like sort to put them away, when they 
haue got abundance thereof, by decrying the value. 1633 
T. Stafford Pac. Hib. iv. (1821) 267 Ihe calling downe, 
and decrying of all other Moneys whatsoever. 1697 Evelyn 
Numism. vi. 204 Many others [medals of Elagabalus] decried 
and called in for his infamous life. 17x0 Whitworth Acc. 
Russia (1758) 80 Next year.. the . . gold . . was left without 
refining, which utterly decried those Ducats. 1765 Black- 
stone Comm. I. 278 The king may . . decry, or cry down, 
any coin of the kingdom, and make it no longer current. 
1844 Act 7-8 Viet. c. 24 §4 Spreading .. any false rumour, 
with intent to enhance or decry the price of any goods. 

2 . To cry out against ; to disparage or condemn 
openly; to attack the credit or reputation of; 
= Cry down (Cry 17 b). 

1641 J. Jackson True Evang. T. J. 75 We goe..to law 
one with another (which S. Paul so decryed). x66o R. 
Coke Jztstice Vind. Pref. 1 All men . . have with one voice 
commended Virtue, and decried Vice. 1665 Pepys Diary 
27 Nov., The goldsmiths do decry the new Act. 1756 C. 
Lucas Ess. Waters I. Pref., 4 Who is this *, says one, ‘ that 
is come to decry our waters?' 1867 Lewes Hist. Philos. 
II. 105 He does not so much decry Aristotle, as the idolatry 
of Aristotle. 1872 Yeats Growth Comm. 371 The zeal with 
which the Church decried the taking of interest or usury. 
Hence Decrying vbl. sb. 

1633 [see x above]. 1637 State Trials , John Hampden 
(R.), There hath been a decrying by the people and they 
have petitioned in parliament against it, 1863 Kinglake 
Crimea (1876) I. vi. 84 A general decrying of arms. 

t Decry*, sb. Obs. rare ~ L . [L prec. vb.] The 
decrying ( of money) ; decrial. 

1686 tr. Chardins Trav. i. 9 The English were the Pro- 
curers of this Decry. For had that Money continu'd Currant, 
their Trade had been ruin’d. 

Decrystallization (dzkrhstabiz^-Jbn). [f. 
De- II. 1 ] Deprivation of crystalline structure. 

x86o Sat. Rev. X. 83/1 The decrystallization of ice by the 
solar rays. 1878 Huxley Physiogr. 56 Developed by the 
breaking-down or decrystallisation of the ice. 

t Decuba'tioii. Obs. rare. [n. of action f. L, 
decubdre to lie away (from one’s own bed), taken 
in sense of L. decumbere to lie down.] The action 
of lying down. 

1664 Evelyn Sylva (1776) 613 At this Decubation upon 
boughs the Satyrist seems to hint, when he introduces the 
gypsies (Juv. Sat. vi. 543“5)* 

Be cubital (drkiw-bital), a. [f. next 4 - -al.] 
Pertaining to or resulting from decubitus. 

1876 Braithwaite Retrospect Med. LXXIII. 4 Dr. Hand- 
field Jones on deeubital inflammation. 

!l Decubitus (d*kiiZ*bit#s). Med. [mod.L. f. 
decumbere to lie down, after ac cubitus and other 
parallel forms. Used also in French from 1747.] 

X. The manner or posture of lying in bed. 
x866 A. Flint Princ. Med. (1880) 190 The dorsal decubitus 
should not be constantly maintained ; changes of position 
are important. 1879 J. M Duncan Lect. D is. Women 
xxx. (1889) 245 The decubitus is rarely on the healthy side. 

2 . f Also, a synonym of Bedsore 9 {Syd. Sec. Lex.) ; 
see Bed sb. 19. 

f Decu-leate, v. Obsr - 0 [f. late L. deculc&re 4* 
-ate 3 : c L inculcate,] (See quots.) 

1623 Cockeram, Deculcate, to tread somthing vnder foot. 
1656 Blount Glossogr. , Deculcate . . to tread or trample upon. 

f DecuTfc, v. Obs ~ 0 [ad. L. dccultdre (rare 
and doubtful) * valde occult arei] (See quot.) 

1623 Cockeram, Decult , to hide priuily. 

Beeultivate : see De- II. 1, 

Decuman (de*ki«man), a. Also 7-8 -ane. 
[ad. L. decumdn-us , var. of deciinanus of or be- 
longing to the tenth part, or the tenth cohort, f. 
decim-us tenth : see -an; also, by metonymy, con- 
siderable, large, immense ] 

1 . Very large, immense : usually of waves. 

(As to the vulgar notion that the tenth or decuman wave, 
fluctus deewnamts, is greater and more dangerous than 
any other : see Sir Thos. Browne Pseud. Ep. vii, xvii. 2, De 
Quincey Pagan Oracles Wks. 1862 VII. 183.) 

1659 Gaudkn 'Tears of Church 30 To be overwhelmed 
and quite sunk by such decumane billowes as those small 
vessels have no proportion to resist. 1708 Motteux Rabe- 
lais iv. xxiii. (1737) 97 That decumane Wave that took us 
fore and aft. 1838 Fraser's Mag. XVII. 122 The tenth, or 
decuman, is the last c>f the series of waves, and the most 
sweeping in its operation. 1870 Farrar Wiin. Hist 1.(1871) 
5 Confidence, that even amid the decuman billows of modern 
scepticism it [the Church] shall remain immovable. 

absoL 1870 Lowell Poems, Cathedr., Shocks of surf that 
ciomb and fell, Spume-sliding down the baffled decuman. 

2 . Rom. Antiq. Belonging to the tenth cohort : 
applied to the chief entrance to a camp, or that 
farthest from the enemy ( porta decuman 

1852 Wright Celt, Roman, <5* Saxon (x86i 148 The decu- 
man gate. 

t Decumanal, a. Obs. rare. [f. as prec. 4- 
-al.] = prec. 1. 

1652 Urquhart Jeavel Wks. (1834) 229 The decumana! 
wave of the oddest whimzy of all. 

Decumbence (di'kz'-mbens), [f. Decumbent ; 
see -enoe.] . Lying down, ; .«* next. ' ■ , 

1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. nr. i. 105 If . . they lye 
not downe and enjoy no decumbence at all. 1882 Syd. Sou 
Lex., Decumbence, the state or attitude of lying down. 
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Decnmfoexicy (cliOcymbensi). [f. as prec. : 
see -enct.J 

1 . Lying down, reclining ; decumbent condition 
or posture. 

1646 Sm T. Browne Pseud . Ep. v. vi, 244 Theophylact .. 
not considering the ancient manner of decumbency, imputed 
this gesture of the beloved Disciple unto Rusticity. 1877 
Roberts Handbk. Med, (ed. 3) II. 32 The mode of decum- 
bency is generally on the back, with the head high. 

2 . Taking to one’s bed ,* « Decumbiture 2. In 
quot 1820 humorously for 'going to bed’. 

1651 C. Walker Hist . Indefend. hi. 52 One peece of cure 
. . must be Phlebotomy, but then you must begin before 
Decumbency. 1632 Gaule Magas tram. 240 The hour of 
decumbency. 1820 L. Hunt Indicator No. 15 (1823) I, 217 
Candid enquirers into one’s decumbency. 

De Climb eut (dfkarmbent), a. (sb.) [ad. L. 
decumbent-em , pr. pple. of decumb- ere to lie down, 
f. De- I. 1 y-cumbert to lie.] 

1 Lying down, reclining. Now rare or Obs. 

1636 Blount Glossogr Decumbent , that lyes or sits down ; 
or dyes, a 1692 Ashmole A ntiq . Berksh . I. 2 (R.) The de- 
cumbent portraiture of a woman, resting on a death’s head. 
1748 Hartley Obseiv. Man 1. i. 46 The decumbent Posture 
which is common to Animals in Sleep. 1798 W. Yonge in 
Beddoes Contrib. Phys. Knowledge 11799) 303 The advan- 
tage of a decumbent posture. 

f b. Lying in bed through illness. Obs . 

1689 G. Harvey Curing Dis. by Expect . xv. 114 An elder 
Brother decumbent of a Continual Fever, a 1732 Atter- 
bury (T.), To deal with . . decumbent dying sinners. 

2 . spec. a. Bot. Lying or trailing upon the ground, 
but with the extremity ascending : applied to stems, 
branches, etc. 

2791 E. Darwin Bot. Gard. 11. 24 note, This species of Fern 
.. with a decumbent root. 1830 Lindley Nat. Syst. Bot. 
83 Herbaceous plants, native of sandy plains . . and. usually 
decumbent. 1874 M , C. Cooke Fungi 249 The fertile fiocei 
were decumbent, probably from the weight of the spores. 

b. Nat. Hist. Of hairs or bristles : Lying flat on 
the surface, instead of growing out at right angles. 

1826 Kirbv & Sp. Entomol III. xxxiv. 398 The covering 
of hairs is silky and decumbent. Ibid. III. 645 Short de- 
cumbent hairs or bristles. 

f B. as sb. One lying ill in bed : cf. 1 b. Obs. 
1641 J. Jackson TrneEvang. T. n. 138 When the Christian 
decumbent growes near to the grave. 1699 * Misaurus* 
Honour op 'Gout (1720) 10 He tells the Decumbent a long 
story of the . . Misery of Life. 

Hence Decumbently adv., in a decumbent 
manner. In mod. Diets. 

Becumbiture (ri/kzEmbitmiL ? Obs. [An 
irregular formation from L. deewnbbe ; the etymo- 
logical form being decubiture : see Decubitus.] 

1. Lying down ; spec, as an invalid in bed. 

1670 Maynwaring Vita Sana viii. 94 As for the manner 
of decumbiture, the body must lie easie. 1681 Wharton 
Crises Dis. Wks. (1683) 215 The time when the Sick-party 
takes his Bed, is the beginning of his Decumbiture. 1742 
Ettrick in Phil. Trans. XLI. 565. The Band., is to be 
kept on, the whole Time of Decumbiture. 

2 . The act or time of taking to one’s bed in an 
illness, b. Astrol. A figure erected for the time 
at which this happens, and affording prognostics of 
recovery or death. 

1647 Lilly Chr. Astrol. xliv. 255 At the hour of Birth, at 
time of Decumbiture of the sick. 2671 Blagrave Astrol. 
Physic 23 The Moon being returned unto the place she was 
in at the decumbiture. a 1700 Bryden (J.), The planetary 
hour must first be known, And lucky moment: if her eye 
but akes, Or itches, its decumbiture she takes. 2707 J. 
Frazer Disc. Second Sight 4 The boy died . . the eleventh 
night from his decumbiture, 2819 J. Wilson Diet. Astrol., 
Decumbiture , a horary question or figure, erected for a sick 
person. It should be made to the time when the patient 
first perceives his disease. 

+ DecupelaTion. Oh.~° [cf. Cupel, Cupel- 
lation.] 'The same as Decantation.’ 

2706 in Phillips (ed. Kersey) ; hence 1721 in Bailey, etc. 

t De'cnplate, a. Obs. [ad. L. dccuplat-us , 
pa. pple. : see Decuple#.] Multiplied by ten. 

1690 Leybourn Cur sits Math. 339 There remains .. Root 
Decuplate, b= 20. 

Becuplate (deflri^pLdt), v. [f. L. decupldre : 
see Decuple v. and -ate 3 .] « Decuple v. 

1690 Leybourn Cursus Math. 340 The first Root de- 
cuplated, b = 30. 2887 .29 tk Cent. Aug. 252 All this de- 
cuplating our production. 

Hence T BecupIa*tio:a, multiplication by ten, 
increase tenfold. 

. 2690 Leybourn Cursus "Math. 340 The Decuplation of the 
Roots. 

Decuple (de*ki«pT \ a. and sb. [a. F. ddcuple 
(1484 in Hatzf.% ad. L. decuphis tenfold, f. dec -cm 
ten + -plus, as in ' du-plus , ; tri-plus, etc.] 

A, a if. Ten times as much ; tenfold. 

[2502 Douglas Pal. Hon. 1. xli, D11 plat, triplat, diates- 
seriall, Sesqui altera, and decuplaresortis. 3 2623 M. Ridley 
Magn. Bodies 87 Sometimes decuple or ten times as much 
■■ agame. 2646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. 19s ' Man, whose '' 
length . , is sextuple unto hist' breadth . , and decuple unto 
his profundity. 2772 Raper in Phil. Trans, LX I. 534 
Reckoning . . the value of gold decuple that of silver, 2827 
Colebrooke A Igebra, etc. 4 Increasing regularly in decuple 
proportion. 1843 Fraser's Mag. XXV II. 461 Double, treble, 
and more than decuple the amount. 

B. sb. A number or quantity ten times another ; 
a tenfold amount 


c 2425 Craft Nombrynge (E. E. T. S.) 20, 20 is ]>e decuple 
of 2, 10 is be decuple of* 1, 1692 Ray Creation 1. (R.), If 

the same proportion holds . . (that is, as I guess, near a de- 
cuple). 1864 Pusey Led. Daniel 623 During a .period 
years, which was to be a decuple of their own number. 1005 
Times 12 Dec. 9/5 To abolish one or two of the doubles, 
trebles, and decuples which afflict postmen and cabmen [in 
street nomenclature]. 

Decuple (de‘ki^p’ 1 ), v. [ad. L, decuplai'e (only 
in pa. pple. decuplatus), f. decuphis tenfold: s-e 
prec. : cf. F. dicupler (18th c. in Hatzf.).] 

tram. To increase or multiply tenfold. 

1674 Jeake Arith. (1696) 202 The Square of 2 decupled is 
20. a 1 687 Petty Pol. A ritk. i. (1691)9 If France hath scarce 
doubled its Wealth and Power, and that the other have de- 
cupled theirs. 1837 Gen. P. Thompson Exert. <1842) IV. 
253 If the demand for muscle were decupled at every com- 
mercial and manufacturing station. 

Hence De’cxipled ppl a. 

2834 H. H. Wilson tr. Rig-veda II. 5 To partake of the 
decupled (libation). 

Decuplet tde kwplet), Mus. [f . L. decuphis 
Decuple + -et in triplet, etc.] 'A group ot ten 
notes played in the time of eight or four ’ (^Stainer 
& Barrett Diet. Mus. Terms). 


Deeur, var. of Decore Obs. 

Decure, obs. form of Decury. 

4 Dectrriate, v. Obs .— 0 [f. ppl. stem of L. de- 
curidre to divide into decw’iw: see Decury.] (See 
quot.) So f Deeuria'tion j L. decuridtio ], 

2623 Cocker am, Decuriafe, to diuide into bands, to sepa- 
rate. 1721 in Bailey. 2623 Cockeram, Decuriation , a 
making of Knights or Captaines. 

Decurion (dHuu^iipn). In 4-5 -ionn. [ad. 
L. decurio , - onem , f. dec-em ten, after centurio 
Centum ion: see Decury.] 

1 . Bom. A ntiq. A cavalry officer in command of 
a dccuria or company of ten liorse. Also gen. 
A commander or captain of ten men. 

2382 Wyclif 2 Macc. in. 55 Decuriouns, letters of ten. 2533 
Bellenden Livy iv. (2822) 361 Sixtus Tempanius, decunou 
of horsmen. 2581 Styward Mart. Dh'cipt. 1. 61 He shall 
charge euerie decurion or Captaine of ten men vpon their 
othes. 2701 W. W OTTON Hist. Rome v. 83 He had got away, 
if a Decurion had not fallen upon him. 1838 Arnold Hist. 
Rome I. 75 The poorest citizens, .followed the army, .acting 
as orderlies to the centurions and deeurions. 

b. transf. An overseer of ten households, a 


tithing- man. 

1592 G. Fletcher Russe Comntw. (Hakluyt 800)43 The 
constable hath eertaine . . deeurions under him, which haue 
the ouersigbt of ten households a peece. 1689- 90 Temple 
Ess. Heroic Virtue § 3 Wks. X732 I. 207 He (Mango Capac] 
instituted Deeurions thro’ both these Colonies, that is, one 
over every Ten F amilies. 

2 . Roman Hist. A member of the senate of a 


colony or municipal town; a lown councillor. 

In later times the capacity for the office became hereditary, 
and the deeurions formed an order charged with heavy finan- 
cial and other responsibilities to the imperial government. 

238a Wycuf Mark xv. 43 Joseph of Armatme, the noble 
decurioun [Vulg, decurio , Or. ]. 1606 Holland 

Sueton. 60 A new kind of Suffrages which the deeurions or 
elders of Colonies gave every one in their owne Towneshippe. 
263$ Pagitt Chrisiianogr. hi. (2636) a Joseph of Arimathea, 
that noble Decurion. 2781 Gibbon Decl. # F. II. 63 'The 
laborious offices, which could be productive only of envy 
and reproach, of expence and danger, were imposed on the 
Deeurions, who formed the corporations of the cities, and 
whom the severity of the Imperial laws had condemned to 
sustain the burthens of civil society. 2872 E. W. Robertson 
Hist. Ess. 37 note. The Decurio, and films Decurionis, the 
Plebeius, and the Servus of the law of Constantine, answer 
exactly to the Noble, Free, and Servile orders of the Ger- 
manic codes. 

8 . A member of the Great Council in modern 
Italian cities and towns. 


2666 Land, Gaz, No 97A The Colledge of the Jurists, the 
sixty Deeurions [at Milan}. 1708 Ibid. No, 4448/2 After 
these came eight Trumpeters . . preceding the 60 Deeurions, 
the great Chancellor, the Privy-Council, and Senate, 2842 
W. S balding Italy ft It. hi. Ill, 343 In Genoa, whose muni- 
cipality was constituted by laws cf 1814 and 1815, there is 
a Great Council of forty deeurions (half nobles, half mer- 
chants and other citizens), who were named in the first 
instance by the crown, but have since filled up their own 
vacancies. 2865 Maffei Brigand Life II. 47 At one time 
a syndic, a decurion, profited by his post to persecute his 
private enemies. 

4. Astro/.- Deo an 2 . 

2652 Gaule Magastrom. 87 Their houses .. thrones, de- 
cisions, faces, joys. 

If Erron. for Decusy, a company of ten. 

. 1555 Eden Decades coompanye of armed mm diuided 
into .xxv. deeurions, that is, tenne in a company with theyr 
capitaynes. 

IJecuTionate. [ad. L. demri$ndt-us r i de~ 
curim-em ; ■ see -ate 1 .] The office of a decurion, 

1840 Milman Hist. Chr. IT. 382. 1863 Deafer Inf ell, 
Devel Europe be, (2865) 209 Exempting the priesthood from 
burdensome offices such as the decurionate. 2880 Mi»w«au> 
Gains j. § 95 note. Not only the ma jstraoy but also the 
decurionate was a stepping-stone to citizenship. 

Becmdonsliip. [See -ship.] « prec. 

1873 Wagner tr - B^ffefs Hist . Rom. Lit. II. 340 Ex- 
emption , . from .the decurionship and military service, 

Occurrence (dto-rens). [f. Decurreht : see 

-KNCE.] 

1 1- The act or .state of nmning down ; downward 
flow or course ; lapse (of time). Obs. 


DEOUBTATIOH. 

x6$9 Gauden Tears of Church 536 The errata’s which, 
by long Recurrence of time, through many mens hands have 
befaln it, are easily corrected. 2677 P. A. PreJ. Poem in 
Cary's ChronoL, l‘he Course Of Humane Peeing even from 
the Source Of it s Decurrence. 

2 . Bot. The condition of being Decurrent (q.v.). 
1833 Lindli v Introd. Bot. (1848) 1 . 228 'The decurrence of 
the fibres. 2883 G. Allen in Nature 29 M ar. 51 2 There will 
be a strong tendency towards the long pointed ribbon-like 
form, and also a marked inclination towards decurrence. 

Becirrrency. [£ as prec. + -knot.] - prec. 

1652 J. Goodwin Redemption Red. ii, §17 The flowing of 
Rivers from their Fountames together with the decurrency 
of their Waters into the Sea. 2882 Syd, Sec. Lex., Deeur- 
rency , the condition or appearance of a decurrent leaf. 

Becurrent (di'kxi ient), a. [ad. L. decurrent- 
e m, pr. pple. of decurrtre to run down, f, De- 1, x 
y cur r be to run*] 

f 1. Running or flowing down. Obs. 

2432-50 tr. Higdon (Rolls) I. 225 An ynmge of Venus .. 
whiche was made so subtily that a man myjhtc see in that 
ymage as bloode decurrente. 

2 . Bot. Of leaves, etc. ; Extending down the 
stem or axis below the point of insertion or attach- 
ment. 

*753 Chambers Cycl. Sup pi.. Decurrent leaf, a 2794 Sir 
W. Jones Bot. Obs. in Asiat » Res , (179-) IV. 259 (Leaves] 
downy on both sides, mostly decurrent on the long hoary 
petiols. 2870 H ook m Stud. Flora. 260 V erbasemn Thspsus 
. . leaves very decurrent . . anthers of long stamens slightly 
decurrent. 

Hence DecuTrently adv. 

2807 J. E. Smith Phys. Bot » 178 [Pinnate] dm‘ur$hl t de- 
currently, when the leaflets are decurrent. 

Deeu-rring, ppl. a. Dec ui . rent (in Bot), 
2889 in Cent. Did. 

t Becn-rse. Obs. [atl L, decurs-us, f. ppl. stem 
of decurr-ifre : cf. Dkcoubse.] Downward course, 
lapse. 

2593 Bilsgn Govt. Christ's Ch. 237 By degrees, in decurse 
of time. 2657 Tomlinson Renan's Dhp, ays t Nor that the 
decurse of years would work some change in it, 

t Decursion (dll irjfan). Obs*, [ad. L, dc- 
cursidn-em , n. of action f. dicurr-fre (ppl* stem 
decurs-) to nm down.] 

1 . The action of nmning, flowing, or passing 
downwards; also fig. of time, etc. 

c 2630 Jackson Creed vt. x. Wk«, V, »77 < Tlie fierpetual 
ascent of springing waters into the bilk, their Continual tie* 
cuntion from them Into the sea, 2664 II. Mork JVysf. Iniq, 
206 In the tiecursion of.. twelve or thirteen hundred years. 
2680 — Apocal. A foe, 24 The whole tiecursion and .iuo.es* 
lion of the church to the end of the world, 

2 . Antiq. A military xnanceuvre, cxercire or evo- 
lution, performed underarms; a solemn procetsioa 
round a funeral pile. 

[x&rj Cockeram, Deeurslan, a.runnlng of »t*lclier»on their 
enemies,] 2658 W. Burton /tin. Anton. 68 His body , .was 
laid on tie Bogus, or Pile, .and honored with the*fp<fywp«h 
tiecursion, or running round it by bi« Sons and Sotildiers, 
2697 Potter Antiq. Greece iv. vi. <1715) 21* In this Deeur- 
sion the Motion was towards the Led mud. rjtm Amnmn 
Dial. Medals i, 19 Charged » . with many Ancient Customs, 
as sacrifices . . allocutions, deeur-ions, lectiitermuna, 
Decxt’rsive, a. Bot, [ad. mod. Bot. L. dkur- 
siv-tts, 1 L. dhttrs-, ppl, stem of dkurrFn to run 
down : see -ive.J =- Decurhent. 

1828 in Webster. 

Hence Bectrrsfvsly adih, as dmtrsively-pinmte 
[mo<LL. decursive pnnnatus : cf, Dkcukhi.KTLYI* 
2823CRAUR Tethnal. Diet,, Deeurtfoelypinmte , an epithet 
for a leaf having its. leaflets decurrent, or running along the 
peti.de, x8£6 in Treat, Bet. 

f Deeu'rt, a. Obs.-® [Cf. Curt and De- II. 3.] 

*6»s C'ockkh am, Decurt, short, 

T Been art, 7’* Obs. [tub L* dkurObre to cut 
off, curtail, f, 1 )e- I. 2 + eurUirt to &horttn : see 
Cviit »,J tram . To cut down, shorten, dock, 
curtail, abridge. Hence Becu rted ppl. a. 

*550 Bale A pot, 147 Your tieeurted or Iwadlewe clause, 
A nplerum en im , et id. 2632 j, Doni / *ffy < Aw m SS {it B] 
plain Ro^uerie toDecurte or mispoint their W ritings. *€48 
Herrick He&fer,, Julia's Chunking 11869? 367 To him 
bring Thy free, and not decuried offering. 

Dectl'rtate, «. rare, [ad. L. drurfdt us, 
pa. pple. of ah’Mridm 1 see prec,] Cut down, 
shortened, abridged, curtailed, 

#2638 Mins Ep. ts. Hajm Wks. (ifiyal.iv.jsj; The prepori* 
lion 3 being demnMe of P 3 inter. *%f F. Hall Visa- 
■vended id Preface 8- BAna. .lopped off hk own fmnefs anti feet 
.. Is this* dmtrtaie condition he diluted u jw«Mt ©f » 
hundred couplets. 

f Becirrt&i©, v. Ok. ff, ppl, stem of L. dh 
curtiin ; see prec. awl -at k 'hi tram. » Dkourt v, 
Nash* Lmtm Siwffe. Rp.T>ed, A *j b, 'Bee sendee 
fi*r ht* barber to deports, deciirtute, anti spun *e him. *6*3 
'Cock«iaM| Dec*rt«i* % to shorten. t§f$ Cat .a in Phil, 
Tram. XI. 607 Those, which had been decurlateti by the 
unequal cutting of the knife, 

t Bac’ttrta’tion, Cbs. [ad, 1 , dimrhVitm em f 
n, of action f. dieurhln : see D/uun r v. So in 
mod.F.] Shortening, nbtidging. or anting down, 
.*65* Oauli Mmmtmm, To Rdr., Ambiguous equivoca- 
turns, ■ affected oeosmtion*, ■ iopliistkated exfsressiooi. 

Hmm Cmmogn its, iifiBi jl By the like dccurta- 
*ion we have turned' Hispeni* unto b|mtn. *700 ■ Phil. 
Tram , 'XX I L $68 T'he Contraciis-Ti . . i«"p«fforiiwd fey the 
tiecurtation or shortening of the Fleshy Fibre*. ' 
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DEDICATE, 


DECUBVATIOE*. 

Decurvation (d*kjwv*i-j9n). [n. of action f. 
L. de- down + ppl. stem of curvdre to bend, Curve : 
see -ation.] The action or process of decurving ; 
the condition of being bent downwards. 

1881 A. Newton in EncycL Brit. XII. 358/2 There are 
Trochilidse which possess almost every gradation of decur- 
vation of the bill. 

Decurvature (d/k^ivatiui). [f. as prec. + 
-URE : cf. curvature, .] = prec. 

1887 E. D. Cope Orig , Fittest 376 Constant jarring, .would 
tend to a decurvature of both inf erior and superior adjacent 
end walls 

Decurve (dik£*iv), V. rare. [f. L. de- down + 
curvdre to Curve.] To curve or bend down. 
Hence Decirrved ppl. a., curved downwards. 

*835 Kirby Hab. # Inst. Anim . I. ix. 274 An incipient de- 
curved spire, 189a Athenaeum 18 June 795/2 The upper 
mandible [of a parakeet] was so abnormally decurved. 
recury (de-kiuri). Also 6 decure. [a. OF. 
decurie or ad. L. decuria a division or company of 
ten, f. dec-em ten, after centuria Century.] 

Rom. Hist, and Antiq. A division consisting of 
ten men, a company or body of ten ; applied also 
to larger classes or divisions [e. g. of the judices , 
scribe?, etc.). 

1533 Bellenden Livy 1. (1822! 30 The faderis, quhilk war 
ane hundreth in nowmer, deyidit thaimself in ten decuris, 
ilk decure contening ten men in nowmer. 1563-7 Buchanan 
Reform. St. Andros Wks. (1892) 8 The regent sal . . assigne 
thayme place in hys classe diuidit in decuriis. 2586 T. B. 
La Primaud. Fr. Acad. 1. 643 The Pretors. .tooke a certain 
number of Iudges. .who. .were distributed by decuries or 
tens. 1695 Ken nett Par. Antiq. (1818) II. 340 In the 
larger houses, where the numbers amounted to several 
decuries, the senior dean had a special preeminence. 1847 
Grote Greece 11. xxxi. IV. 189, 5000 of these citizens were 
arranged in ten pannels or decuries of 500 each. 

Becus (drk#s). slang. [From the Latin motto 
decus et tutamen on the rim.] A crown-piece. 

1688 Shadwell Sqr. A Isatia n.Wks. 1 1720) IV. 48 To equip 
ou with some Meggs, Smelts, Decus’s and Georges. 182a 
cott Nigel xxiii, ‘You see', he said, pointing to the 
casket, ‘that noble Master Grahame, .has got the decuses 
and the smells .' 

Becmss (d/k#s), v. rare. [ad. L. decuss-are 
to divide crosswise, or in the form of an X, f. 
decussis the number ten (X), also a ten-as piece, 
and so supposed to be f. dec K -em)assisb\ = De- 
cussate v. 

178 as A. Monro Compar. A nat. (ed. 3) 25 A double row of 
, . fibres decussing one another. 

t BeCTTSSant, a. Obs. rare. [ad. L. decus- 
sant-em , pr. pple. of decussdre : see prec.] Decus- 
sating, intersecting. 

16 85 H. More Para. Prophet. 462 Placed on those pro- 
duced decussant Lines. 

Decussate (d/ktrs<?t), a, [ad. L. decussat-us, 
pa. pple. of decussdre : see Decuss.] 

1 . Having the form of an X. 

1825 Hone Evety-day Bk. I. 1538 The letter X, styled 
a cross decussate. 1882 Farrar Early Chr. I. 85 The de- 
cussate cross now known as the cross of St. Andrew. 

2 . Bot. Of leaves, etc. : Arranged on the stem 
in successive pairs, the directions of which cross 
each other at right angles, so that the alternate 
pairs are parallel. 

1835 Lindley Introd.Bot. (1848) II. 382 Decussate, arranged 
in pairs that alternately cross each other. 1884 Bower & 
Scott De Barfs Pkaner, 259 The stem has four angles, 
and bears decussate pairs of opposite leaves. 

Hence Becxrssately adv., in a decussate manner. 
1846 Dana Zooph. (1848) 320 Folia. . transversely coalescent 
or intersecting one another (decussately aggregated). 

Decussate (de-ki/s^t, dilars* ; t), V. [f. L. de~ 
cussdt-, ppl. stem of decuss-are : see Decuss.] 

1 . trans. To cross, intersect, lie across, so as to 
form a figure like the letter X. 

1658 Sir T. Browne Card. Cyrus in. 53 The right and 
transverse fibres are decussated by the oblick fibres. 1665-6 
Phil. Trans. 1. 22 x These Rainbows did not. .decussate one 
another at right angles. 1737 Bracken Farriery Impr. 
(1756) I. 58 The inner [fibres] always decussate or cross the 
outer. 1835-6 Todd Cycl. A nat. I. 583/1 Their medullary 
fibres, .converge and decussate each other. 

2. intr. To cross or intersect each other; to form 
a figure like the letter X. 

17x3 Derham Pkys. Theol. iv. vii. 153 The Fibres of the 
external and internal Intercostals decussate. 1835-6 Todd 
Cycl. A nat. I. 251/1 Sometimes they [ligaments] cross or 
decussate with each other, 1875 Blake Zool. 198 Optic 
nerves, commissu rally united, not decussating. 

Decussated (see prec.), ppl. a. [f. prec. + 
-ed L] Formed with crossing lines like an X; 
crossed, intersected ; having decussations or inter- 
sections. 

1658 Sir 1 \ Browne Card. Cyrus i. 37 The decussated 
characters in many consulary coynes. x686 Plot Staffordsh. 
430 A decussated cross. 1755 J ohnson, Network, any thing 
reticulated or decussated, at equal distances, with inter- 
stices between the ' intersections. ■ 1841 Johnston in Proc. 
Berm. Nat. Club I. 267 Shell, .spirally ridged with fine de- 
cussated striae in the interstices. 

b. Rhet. Consisting of or characterized by two 
pairs of clauses or words, those in each pair corre- 
sponding to those in the other, but in reverse order ; 
chiastic. 


1828 Webster s.v., In rhetoric, a decussated period is one 
that consists of two rising and two failing clauses, placed in 
alternate opposition to each other. 

Decussating, ppl • a. [-ing 2 ] Crossing, 
intersecting. 

1839-47 Todd Cycl. Anal. III. 680/1 These decussating 
fibres. 1855 Holden Hunt. Osteol. (1878) 9 Arranged in 
decussating curves like the arches in Gothic architecture. 

Decussation (dekz^'Jbn). [ad. L. decussd - 
tion-em , n. of action f. decussdre : see Decuss and 
-ation.] Crossing (of lines, rays, fibres, etc.) so 
as to form a figure like the letter X ; intersection. 

1656 in Blount Glossogr. 2658 Sir T. Browne Gard. 
Cyrus i. 37 The Letter x> that is the Emphatical decussa- 
tion, or fundamental figure. 1662 Evelyn Chalcogr. (1769) 
90 Performed in single and masterly strokes, without de- 
cussations, and cross hatchings. 2672 Newton in Rigaud 
Corr. Sci. Men (1841) II. 344 By the iterated decussations 
of the rays, objects will be rendered less distinct. 17x3 
Derham Pkys. Theol. iv. ii. 95 A Coalition or Decussation 
of the Optick Nerves. 1839-47 Todd Cycl. A nat. III. 
480/1 The point at which the decussation [of nerve-fibres in 
the brain] takes place is about ten lines below the margin 
of the pons Varolii. 

b. Rhet. An arrangement of clauses, etc. in 
which corresponding terms occur in reverse order ; 
chiasmus. 

2841 Tail's Mag. VIII. 561 They have, .become weary of 
these pretty grammatico-metrical cuttings and decussations. 

Erroneous use, app. for Decussion, striking off. 
1654 H. L’Estrange Chas. I (1655) 117 He yeilded his 
head to de-cussation, to the striking off. 

t Decu ssative, a. Obs. rare. [f. L. decussat 
ppl. stem of decuss-are + -ive.] Characterized by 
decussation; crossing. Hence Decirssatjhrely adv. 

1658 Sir T. Browne Gard. Cyrus iii. 56 By decussative 
diametrals, Quincunciall Lines and angles. Ibid. i. 38 The 
Hi^h-Priest was anointed decussatively or in the form of 

t Decu ssion. Obs. rare. [ad. L. decussion-em, 
n. of action f. decutlre to shake down, beat down, 
etc., f. De- 1 . 1 + quat ere to shake.] A shaking 
down or off. 

1664 Evelyn Pomona (1729) 94 Making a Quantity of 
Cider with Windfalls, which he let ripen in the Hoard, near 
a month interceding between the time of their Decussion, 
and that which Nature intended for their Maturity. 2674 
Blount Glossogr Decussion, a striking or shaking off; a 
heating down. 

II Decusso’rium. Surg. [mod.L. f. decuss 
ppl. stem of decutdre ; see prec. and -orium. In 
mod.F. dicussoirel\ £ An instrument for keeping 
down, or separating to a sufficient extent, the dura 
mater in the operation of trepanning, to protect it 
from injury, and to facilitate the discharge of mat- 
ters from its surface* (Syd. Soc. Lex. 1882). 
t Decu*te, v. Obs.— 0 [ad. L. decutZrc (see 
above).] 2623 Cockeram, Decute, to cut off. 

t Deeirtient, a . Obs.— 0 [ad. L. decutient-em , 
pr. pple. of decutere (see above).] 

2656 Blount Glossogr., Decutient , that shakes or beats 
down. 

Decyl (de'sil). Chem. [f. Gr. hkna ten + -yl.] 
The tenth member of the series of hydrocarbon 
radicals having the formula C n H 2n+l ; the mon- 
atomic alcohol radical C J0 H 21 ; also called Decatyl. 
Used at t rib. in decyl series , compounds , chloride , 
etc. 

Hence derivatives as B©*cylene, the olefine of 
the decyl series C 1() H 20 ; Becylic, of or pertaining 
to decyl, as in decylic alcohol , hydride , etc. So 
Be*cine, the liquid hydrocarbon C 10 H 18 , the 
ethine or acetylene member of the decyl series. 
Cf. Decane, Deoene, 

x868 Watts Diet. Chem. V. 1090 Decyl, Rutyl, Capryl, 
.. Cio H2U. Hydride of Decyl .. Chloride of Decyl. 187a 
Ibid. VI. 542 Decylic compounds . .derived from the funda- 
mental hydrocarbon Cio PI 22, decyl hydride . . Decylene, 
Cio H20. 1875 Ibid. VII. 423 Decene and Decine. 
Deeypher, obs. form of Decipher. 

Ded, obs. form of Dead, Death, Deed, Did (see 
Do v). 

Dedain, early form of Disdain. 

Dedal, Dedalian, etc. : see Daedal, etc. 
Dedane, var. of Dedeign v 2 
IS Dedans (d?dan*). Tennis. [F. dedans gallery 
of a tennis court, special application of dedans in- 
side, interior, subst. use of dedans adv. inside, f. de 
of, from, by, with, etc. + dans within OF. denz, 
itself f. de + enz L. intus inside, within.] The 
open gallery at the end of the service- side of a 
tennis-court. 

1706 in Phillips (ed. Kersey). 1878 J. Marshall Ann. 
Tennis 36 At LordV .the net, instead of being equidistant 
from each end of the Court, is nearer to the dedans than to 
the other end by 1 ft. 1885 Pall Mall G. 12 May xx/x The 
forcing for the dedans and the stopping were magnificent. 
X890 Athenaeum 21 June 794/3 Let any young man.. go 
into the * dedans * of a tennis court while a good match is 
going on. 

Dedayn, -e, early forms of Disdain. 
Dedbote, var. of Dkedbote Obs . 

Dedd(e, ded©, obs. ff. Dead, Death, Deed. 
Dede, obs. pa. t. of Do. 


t Dede’COrate, at. Obs. [ad. L. dedecordt-us, 
pa. pple. of dedecorare to disgrace ; see next.] 
Disgraced, disgraceful. 

15. .Phylogamus in Skelton’s IVksAiS^) I. p. cxvi, O poet 
..Dedecorate and indecent. Insolent and insensate. 
DedeCOrate (d/de-kor^U, v. [f. L. dedecordt-, : 
ppl. stem of dedecorare to disgrace, f. ded ecus, de - . 
decor - disgrace, f. De- I. 6 + decus , decor-, grace, 
etc. In sense 2, f. De- II. 1 + Decorate.] .■ % - 

f 1 . trans. To disgrace, dishonour. Obs. 1 : t 

2609 J. Davies Holy Rootle x$ (D.) Why lett'st weake 
Wormes Thy head dedecorate With worthlesse briers, and 
flesh-transpiercing thornes? 1623 Cockeram, Dedecoi-ate, 
to dishonor, or shame one. 

2 . To disfigure ; to do the opposite of decorating. 
1804 Syd. Smith Mot. Philos, xi. (1850) 137 If a trades- 
man . . were to slide down gently into the mud, and de- 
decorate a pea green coat. 1887 Spectator 25 June 867/r 
The vulgar and misleading caricatures which de-decorate 
these admirable chapters. 

Dedecora'tion. rare — 0 , [ad. L. dedecord- 
tion-em , n. of action f. dedecorare : see prec.] * A 
disgracing or dishonouring ’ (Phillips 1 658) ; hence 
in Bailey, Johnson, and mod. Diets, 

+ Dede'COroilS, a. Obs — 0 fad. L. dedecords- 
us, later synonym of dedeedrus disgraceful, f. De- 
I. 6 + decorus : see Decorous.] Disgraceful, un- 
becoming. So f BedLe corose a. 

1727 Bailey vol, II, Dedecorose , full of shame and dis- 
honesty. Dedecorous, uncomely, unseemly, dishonest. 1755 
Johnson, Dedecorous , disgraceful, reproachful, shameful. 
[Hence in mod. Diets.] 

f Dedeign, -dein, -deyne, sb. and vJ Early 
form of Disdain. 

+ Dedei'gn, vA Sc. Obs . Forms: 4-6 de- 
deyn^e, dedein^e, 5 dedyne, 6 dedeyne, de- 
denye, deden(e, dedane, deding. [A derivative 
of Deign v., in which the prefix de - appears to be 
taken in the sense c down * (De- I. 1 ), so as to 
strengthen the notion of condescension ; or which 
may have arisen by confusion of dedeign ( = dis- 
dain) with deign. It seems to be confined to Scotch, 
and to have no analogies in French or Latin.] 

1 . * Deign v. i. (In first quot. impers.) 

X375 Barbour Bruce 1. 376 He wes in all his ded is lele; 
For him dedeynjeit nocht to dele With trechery. 1423 
Jas. I Kingis Q. clxviii, Madame.. bot that jour grace 
dedyne, Off 3our grete myght, my wittis to enspire. 14. . 
Hocclevb Mother of God 51 For Christ of the dedeynyt 
[Ph. MS. hath deyned] for to take Bothe flesche and blood. 
c 1500 Lancelot 240 And in bis body. .The tronsione of o 
brokine sper that was, Quhich no man out dedenyt to aras. 
1535 Stewart Cron. Scot. I. 6x8 That wald deding with his 
auctoritie Ws to support in oure necessitie. 1513-53 Douglas 
A Ends 1. vi. 53 (ed. 1553 V I dedein3e [v.r. denje] not to 
ressaue Sic honour. 

2 . To lower. 

1536 Bellenden Cron. Scot. fi 82X) I. 123 The Romains 
wala nocht dedenye thair majeste, to satefy the desire of 
barbar pepill. 

Dedely, obs. form of Deadly. 

Deden ( e, var. of Dedeign v . 2 ; obs. pa. t . pi. of Do. 
DedentitlOXL (clxdentijbn). Rhys. [f. De- II. 
1 + Dentition.] The shedding of the teeth ; esp. 
of the first set. 

1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. rv. xii. 216 In the first 
[Septenary] is Dedentition or falling of teeth. 1857 Dun- 
guson Diet. Med. s. v. Dentition, Dedentition begins about 
the age of 6 or 7. x88a in Syd. Soc. Lex. 

Dedenye, dedeyn(e, etc., var. Dedeign v 2 9 
and early ff. Disdain. 

Dedicant (de'dikant). [ad. L. dedicant-em, 
pr. pple. of dedicare to Dedicate.] One who 
dedicates. 

x88x Hubner in EncycL Brit. XIII. 127 (Rom. Inscrip- 
tions', The proper form of the dedication, .also the name 
of the dedicants, .and the formulae of the offering. 

t De’dicate, pa- pple- and ppl. a. Obs. or arch . 
Also 4-6 dedicat. [ad. L. dediedt-us consecrated, 
formally devoted, pa. pple. of dedicare (see next). 
Used both as pa. pple. and adj., but now only as 
an archaic synonym oi dedicated i] Dedicated. 

c 138 6 Chaucer Pars. T. ? 890 In chirche, or in chirche-hawe, 
in chirche dedicate, or noon. 1494 Fabyan Ckron. 1. ii. 9 An 
old Temple dedycat in the honoure of . . Diana. 1535 Cover* 
dale Ezek. xliv. 29 Euery dedicate thinge in Israel shall be 
theirs. 1565 Calfhill Answ. Treat. Crosse (1846) 5 You 
have dedicate your book to the Queen's highness. 1643 
Milton Divorce vii. (1851) 35 Every true Christian . . is a 
person dedicate to joy and peace. 1646 P. Bulkeley Gospel 
Covt. in. 275 The dedicate things which should have been 
to the honouring of God. 1798 Coleridge Nightingale, 
Like a Lady vow’d and dedicate To something more than 
Nature in the grove, 1814 Southey Roderick x, I vow'd, 
A virgin dedicate, to pass my life Immured. 

Dedicate (de'dik^t), v. [f. L. dedicat - , ppl, 
stem of dedicare to declare, proclaim, devote (to 
a deity) in a set form of words, to consecrate, f. 
De- + diedre to say, proclaim, make over formally 
by words, a weak vb. from stem die- of diclre to 
say, tell ; cf. the adj. formative - dims -saying, 
-telling ; also abdicate. F or the pa. pple., dedicate 
(see prec.) has been used, and in 16th c. the same 
form was used for the pa. t, as if short for dedicated r .] 
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. I. irons. To devote {to the Deity or to a sacred 
person or purpose) with solemn rites ; to surrender, 
set apart, and consecrate to sacred uses. 

(The leading sense, which more or less colours the others.) 
1530 Palsgr, 509/1, 1 dedycate a churche. *548-9 (Mar.) 
Bk. Com. Prayer, , Publ. Baptism , Whcisoeuer is here dedi- 
cated to thee by our office and ministerie. 1555 Eden 
Decades 73 To whom he buylded and dedicate a chapel! and 
an altare. 1651 Hobbes Leviath. nr. xxxix. 247* Any Edifice 
dedicated by Christians to the worship of Christ, 1659 
Pearson Creed (1839) 22 3 Many are the enemies of those 
persons who dedicate themselves unto his service. 1822 
K. Dig by Broadsi . Hon. (1846) II. 337 ( Tancredus ), The 
29th of September has been dedicated to St. Michael and all 
Angels ever since the fifth century. 1885 Pall Malt G. 
2 Jan. *0/2 The precedent set by the Bishop of St. Albans 
in dedicating a cemetery, in lieu of consecrating it in a 
strictly legal way. 

b. fig. 

iSgo Shaks. Hen. V, 1v.Chor.j37' Nor doth he dedicate 
©me iot of colour Vnto the wearie and all-watched Night. 
x$o 6 — Tr. 4 Cr.'ut. ii. .no Well Vnckle, what folly I com- 
mit, I dedicate to you. 1678 Salmon Land. Disp, 578/1 
A Pectoral Decoction . . is Dedicated to the Lungs. 

2. transp To give up earnestly, seriously, or 
wholly, to a particular person or specific purpose ; 
to assign or appropriate ; to devote. 

1553 T* Wilson Rhet. 3 We must dedicate our myndes 
wholly to folowe the moste wise and learned menne. 1595 
Spenser Col. Clout 472 To her my thoughts I daily dedi- 
cate. 1653 Walton Angler Ep. Ded. 3 When you • - devest 
your self of your more serious business, and . . dedicate a day 
or two to this Recreation. 17x8 Prior Solomon 11 . 818 It bid 
her .. dedicate her remnant life To the just duties of an 
humble wife. 1771 Junius Lett. xlix. 257 The remainder 
of the summer shall be dedicated to your amusement. 18x8 
Hallam Mid. Ages (1872) I. 504 The dukes of Savoy were 
. . completely dedicated to the French interests. . 1841 W. 
Spalding Italy fi It. 1 st. I. 236 It assumed the title of the 
Via Triumphalis, from the processions to which it was dedi- 
cated. 

3. To inscribe or address (a book, engraving, 
piece of music, etc.) to a patron or friend, as a 
compliment, mark of honour, regard, or affection. 

1542 Boorde Dyetary Pref. (1870) 227 And where I haue 
dedicated this boke to your grace [etc.]. 1605 Bacon Adv. 
Leant. 1. in. § 9 The ancient custom was to dedicate them 
only to private and equal friends, or to entitle the books 
with their names. 1737 Fielding Hist. Reg. Ded., Asking 
leave to dedicate, therefore, is asking whether you will pay 
for your dedication, and in that sense I believe it is under- 
stood by both authors and patrons. 1832 W. L. Garrison 
Thoughts African Colon, p. iii, I dedicate this work to my 
countrymen. 1848 Thackeray Van. Fair , To B. W. Procter 
this story is affectionately dedicated. 

fb. To address (a letter or other communica- 
tion) to. Obs. rare. 

x68S Col. Rec. Pennsyht. I. 236 That some things of that 
Nature had been proposed and Dedicated to y» proprietor, 
by himself , . to which he believed he should receive his 
Answer by y® ffirst Shipping hether. 1776 Black Left . to 
Adam Smith 26 Aug., I heard that he had dedicated a letter 
to you, desiring you not to come. 

4. Law. To devote or throw open to the use of 
the public (a highway or other open space), 

1843 Penny Cycl. XXVII. 153/2 It is necessary that the 
party dedicating should have a sufficient interest in the land 
to warrant such dedication. 

b. To open formally to the public ; to inaugu- 
rate, make public. 

1892 Times (Weekly ed.V 21 Oct. 5/4 President Harrison 
cannot visit Chicago to dedicate the World’s Fair. 

Dedicated (de'dik^tedl, ppl. a. [f. prec. + 
-ed.] Sacredly, solemnly, or formally devoted; 
wholly given up, etc. ; inscribed (as a book). 

c i6oo Shaks. Sonn. Ixxxii. 3 The dedicated words which 
writers use Of their fair subject, blessing every book. x6ix 
Bible 2 Kings xii. 4 All the money of the dedicated things. 
x66x Boyle Style of Script. Ep. Ded. (1675)2 In the dedi- 
cated book, 1805 Wordsw. Prelude iv. Wks. (1888) 261/2 
That I should be ..A dedicated Spirit. 

Dedicatee (de-’dikrtr). [A modern formation 
from Dedicate v. + -ee, correlative to dedicator.} 
One to whom anything is dedicated. 

176077a H, Brooke Fool ofQual. I. In trod, iv. The writer 
and his patron, the dedicator and the, dedicatee, 180a Syd. 
Smith in Ed in. Rev. I. 22 The worthy dedicatees, the Lord 
Mayor and Aldermen. t88x Saintsbury Dryden 108 Assi- 
duous visits to patrons and dedicatees. 

Dedicating (de*dik<?‘tig), vhl. sb . [-ingE] 
The action of the verb Dedicate ; dedication, 

■' *535 Covers ale Dan. iii., 3 The dedicatynge of y ymage. 
x6tx Bible Hum. vii. xx The dedicating of the Altar. 
De*dicatmg, ppl a. [-ing~.]_ That dedicates. 
x 665 J. Sergeant Let. Thanks ,32 He is Mr. StilHngffeets 
dedicated and dedicating friend. 

Dedication, fdedik£ijbn). [a. OF. dedication , , 
-cion ' '( 14 th ■ c. ■ ' in Godef.), ad. L. dedicdtion-em } n. 
of acion from dedicare to Dedicate.] 

1. The action of dedicating, the fact of being 
dedicated; a' setting apart and devoting.to the 
Deity or to a' sacred purpose with solemn rites. 

' ■ 138a Wyclif Hum. vii. 88 Thes thinges ben .offrid in the 
dedicacioun of the auter, whanae it is anoynt. '*387 Tee visa 
Higden VII. 351 Xyng William.. commaundede nyh alle J>e 
b’.sshoppes of Engelona |?at Jey schulde come to hat dedica- 
cioun pe fiftenh® day of May. , 1460 Catgrave Chrm. 165 
William . . aftir tyme that he bad biggid the Cherch ageyn, 
desired that the Kyng schuld com to the dedicaciqn. 1643 
Burroughes Exp. Hosea viii. (1652*1 292 Dedication is when I 
give a thing out. of my own power, for a pious use, that I can- 


not make use of for any thing again. s 66 s Sir T. Herbert 
Trav. (1 677) 29b The Monks . . shave the upper, part of their 
head by way of distinctionfrom the Laity and for dedication. 
1776 Gibbon DecL %F. I. xvii. 444 The founder prepared to 

celebrate the dedication of his city. 

b. The form of words in which this net is ex- 

^IstoCaxton’s Chron. Eng . iv. 38/1 He ordeyned the dedy- 
cacyon of the chirche every yere sholde be sayd. 1607 I op- 
sell Fourf. Beasts (1673) 264 Metellus the Macedonian 
raised two porches . . without inscription or dedication. 

e. The commemoration of such an act ; the day 
or feast of dedication (of a church). 

Feast of the Dedication', the annual commemoration of 
the purification of the Second Temple by Judas Macca- 
haeus. „„ _ 

ci&oo Maundev. (Roxh.) xix. 87^ When grete festez com- 
mez . . as j>e dedicacioun of j?® kirk. 1483 Cat A. AngfJZ 
Dedicacion, dedicacio , encennict. 1530 P alsgr. 212/2 Dedi- 
cation a feestfull day, dedicace. 1696 Kennett Par.Antiq. 
(1818) I L 305 The dedication of churches should xn all places 
he celebrated on the first Sunday of the month October, 

2. fig. The giving up or devoting (of oneself, 

one’s time, labour, etc.) to the service of a person 
or to the pursuit of a purpose. . , ... 

x6oi Shaks. TweLN. v. i. 85 His life I gaue him, and did 
thereto adde My loue without retention or restraint, Ail his 
in dedication. x6xx — - IVint. T. iv. iv, 577 A Course more 
promising, Then a wild dedication of your semes I o vnpath a 
Waters. 1841-44 Emerson Ess., Experience Wks. (Bohn) I. 
177 We need change of objects. Dedication to one thought 
is quickly odious. 1875 Jowett Plato fed. a> I. 345 / be 
dedication of himself to the improvement of hxs fellow- 
citizens. ■ , - 

3. The dedicating of a book, etc, ; the form of 
words in which a writing, engraving, etc., is dedi- 
cated to some person. 

1598 Florio Diet. Ep. Ded. 1 This dedication . . may haply 
make your Honors muse. 1605 Bacon Adt>. Learn. 1. in. 

§ 9 Neither is the modern dedication of books and writings, 
as to patrons, to be commended. X75* Johnson Rambler 
No. 136 P 6 Nothing has so much degraded literature from 
its natural rank, as the practice of indecent and promiscuous 
dedication, x 887 Bowen Virgil, Eclogue vi. Argt., Ike 
Eclogue opens with a dedication to the Roman general 
Varus. 

J* 4 . Special appropriation. Obs. 

1570-6 Lambarde Pcramb. Kent (1826) 225 It should 
seerae by the dedication of the name [Sheppey], that this 
Ilande was long since greatly esteemed either for the number 
of the sheepe, or for the finenesse of the fleese. 

5. Law. The action of dedicating (a highway, 
etc.) to the public use. 

1809 Tomuns Law Diet s. v. Highway, A street built 
upon a person's own ground is a dedication of the Highway 
so far only as the pubiick has occasion for it, viz. for a riijht 
of passage. 1843 Penny Cycl. XXVII. 153 The dedication 
of a way to the public may be by writing or by words, 1883 
E. P. Wolstknholmb Settled Land Act 28 Dedication to 
the public is a terra generally applied to the act of throwing 
roads open to the use of the public. 

6. a It rib. and Comb., as d. feast, festival ; dedica- 
tion cross, a cross painted or carved on a church 
or altar at its dedication ; dedication day, the 
anniversary of the dedication of a church, observed 
as a festival. 

1581 J. Bell Haddads Answ. Osar. 333b, The feastes . . 
of the patrone of the church, dedication day, and Relick- 
sonday. 1695 Kennett Par. A nth/. (x8x8) II. 306 The 
primitive fair in Oxford was on the day of St. Frideswide, 
because it was the dedication day of the chief conventual 
church. Ibid. 308 The dedication feasts fell on those days, 
1848 B.Webb Continent. Ecdeshl 57 Remains of . . a dedi- 
cation-cross. 3882 Bloxam Gothic Arch. II. 355 We 
sometimes meet with dedication or consecration crosses 
imbedded in the external walls of churches. 

Dediea-tional, a. [f. prec. + -al.] Of or per- 
taining to dedication. 

3884 Springfield Wheelmen's G az.fi erf. 303/a The mem- 
bers . . met at the new rooms , . to witness the dedication*! 
exercises. 

Dedicative (de*dikritiv\ a. [ad. L. dedicate 
us, f. dedicat-, ppl stem of dedudre to Dedicate ; 
see -ive.J Having the attribute of dedicating. 

1655 tr. Francion xi. 14 Which is . . not. dedicative, but it 
is rather a negative Epistle. x8:6 Keatixce Tntv. (1817) 
II. 79 Here is a templeof Mars with a dedicative inscription. 
1825 Coleridge Aids Refi. (1848) 1 , 28 The religious nature 
and dedicative force of the marriage vow. 

Dedicator (de-dik^tai). [a. I.. dedicator, 
agent-n, f. dediedre to Dedicate.] One who de- 
dicates ; esp. one who inscribes a book to a friend 
or patron. 

1596 W. Barley New Bk. Tabliiure A ij b tStanf.\ The 
first of these causes doth shew a greedie minde in the 
Dedicator. *663 Davenant Siege of Rhodes Ded., The ill 
manners and indiscretion of ordinary Dedicators. 3709 
Pope Ess. Crit. 593 Leave dang’rous truths to tmmo* 
cessful Satyrs, And flattery to fulsome Dedicators. 3763 
H. Walkjle Lett. Montagu dxxxi. It Is usual to- give dedi- 
cators something. 1855 Lewis Cred. Early Rom. Hist . I, 
he. 312 Here they dedicate some brazen bowls . . with the 
names of the dedicators. 

Bedicato-rial (de:dikao*-rial), a, [{. m De- 
dicatory + -al.] = Dedicatory. 

1844 J. W. Donaldson Varrmianus 13 1 Tuscan inscrip*', 
tions . . ' of a sepulchral or ded icatorkl character. ■ 

Dedicatorily (de-dik/torili), adv. [f. Dedi- 
catory a. + -ly C] In a dedicatory manner. 

1821 Blache. Mag. X. 200 The Thomas Hope, who writes 
so dedicatorily to Louisa from Duchess Street 


Dedicatory (de’diketeri, -k<?tari\ a and sb. 
[f. L. type ^ dedicator i-us, f. dedicator-em Dedi- 
cator ; see -ory. Cf. mod.F. dddicatoire. ] 

A. adj. Relating to, or of the nature of, dedi- 
cation ; that has the attribute of dedicating, serving 
to dedicate. Used chiefly of literary dedication, as 
in epistle dedicatory . 

1565 Randolphes Phantasey (in Satir. Poems Ref arm. (x 890) 
i), The Epistle dedicatorie .. to Mr. Thomas Randolphs. 
1604 Dekker Honest Wh. Wks. 1873 IL xax Whose face is 
as ciuill as the outside of a Dedicatory Booke. x6xx Bible, 
The Epistle Dedicatorie. To the Most High and Mightie 
Prince, lames, etc. 17x7 Berkeley Tour in Italy Wks. 1871 
IV. 514 The epistle dedicatory is full of respect to the pope, 
3846 Ellis Elgin Mark II. xo8 We read, of similar dedi- 
catory offeri ngs in the Bible. 

f B. sb. A dedicatory inscription or address, 

1598 Yong Diana , As Collin in his French dedicatorie to 
the 1 1 lustrous Prince Lewis of Lorraine at large ' setteth 
downe. 1642 Milton A pal. Sweet. (385.1 ! »59 Ntere a kin 
to him who set forth a Passion Sermon with a formall Dedi- 
catory in great letters to cur Saviour. *674 H ickman Qm’tu 
quart. Hist. ltd. 2) Ep. A v, Commended in the Dedicatory 
as being feted. ' 

Dedicatur© (de'dik^tuu). rare. [i. L. dhliedt-, 
ppl. stem +-UH.E.] The act of dedication, 

CX850 Mrs. Browning Sabbath Morning at. Sea viii, 
I would not praise the pageant high Yet. mm the dedacatore. 
+ Dedie, v. Obs. [a. F. didie-r (12th c. in 
Hat2f.), ad. L. dedkart to Dedicate J To dedicate. 

r 1430 Pilgr. Lyf Man bode 1, xv. ( 18691 12 Whan thou 
dediedest and hafwedest and hlissedest the place. 1485 
Caxton Chas. Gt. x6 Yf thou haddest dedyed hym to my 
goddes he were now alyue, *549 Cqm/d. Scot. Ep, 7 The 
quhilk tracteit i hef dediet ande direckyt to jour nobii 
grace. 

f De diJftr, de&efy, V. Obs , [app. a confused 
form from F. didicr , or I#, dediedre, 10 Dedicate, 
and edify (f edefy), F. edifier, L . mUficdre.} To 
dedicate (a building). Hence De difying vbl. sb. 

3483 Monk of Evesham (Arb.) 30 The aw ter that m dedi- 
fyed and halowd in the worschipc of seynte laurente. *483 
Caxton Gold. Leg. 394/2 S&ynt remyge dyd halowe ana 
dedefye hit. 3483 Cam. A ngt. 93 Dedyfy e ; dimrt , dedkan, 
sancttficare. 1494 Fabvan Chrm. v. uxxxti. 1 1 5 .Any farther 
busynesse touchy the dedyfying of y* stay d Cburdte. 

t Dedigna tion, Obs. [a. OF. dddigMatim 
(Godef. ), ad. L. dcdtgndtidn-em, n. of action from 
dedigndre, -an to reject as unworthy, Disdain, f. 
Dk- I. 6 + dignari to think worthy, f. dignus 
worthy.] 

1 . Disdain, scorn, contempt. 

c *400 Lanfrancs Cirurg. 298 Maine men have dedlfina* 
cioun for to worche w*k her hondi*. r *450 1 r, l)t imitations 
in. Ixiit, Wo < to hem hat haue dedktmcion to meke hem 
self wilfully wi|?stnale children. 1633 *'*« A mm Exp. 9 Peter 
ii. 3 Not only with a dedication of gwxl works, but 
also with an indignation against |;opd workers. 1716 II, 
Davies Atk. Brit. II. 270 The Socmimiti reject the Imputa- 
tion., with the utmost Horror ami Dedignation, 

2 . Displeasure, anger (« Disdain sb. 2); pass., 
state of being under a person’s di.spleasu.re, dis- 
favour. 

xssfi I., eland I tin. IV. 33 Wainffete wan very great with 
Henry the vi, wherhy he wm in great Dedignaitwi with 
Edward the iv. 

f De*digne, v. Qhsc ~ 0 [ad. L. dhtign&w (see 
prec.}] 

x6ar| Cocker am, Dedigne, to didktine. 
f fiedi gnxify, v. Oh. f f. De- If, i + Dignify 
v"} tram » To deprive of dignity or worthiness ; 
to disparage, flout. 

1654 Gayton Pirns, Notes 111. xi. 151 What greater affront 
could he put upon himselfe, then to clecligidle hi* counte- 
nance, as not worthy to be look’d on by a Lady. 

If Dedimtts (de*dimis). Ltnv. [From the words 
of the writ, dedimm poksMem, ■Lai. * we have 
given the power*,] A writ empowering erne who 
is not a judge to do. some act in 'place of a judge, 

7489-90 Plumptou Com 92 Afore Ka^ter, *«wt upp your 
pardons, wrytes of dedimm. tfm Awitmi«i;rr John BuU 
1. vii, He talks of nothing but , . Writs ol Error, A* t'mm of 
Trover and Conversion, I’lespas-e**., Prat pcs et Ikdimm. 

SstoLtiTT Humph. CL it, a6 juat, He , . found means 
to obtain a Dedimm an a» acting jmiice of pttwx. iZm 
Bvntham Method of C#wr#« Wks. (18431 X. 353 /* Aetiisg 
justices, .who have taken out their resp*ative imimma. 
Deding, van of Dsdriun v.~ Se» 

Dedir, obs, form of Didder p*, to tremble, 
Dedist, obs, form of didst : see Do v. 
Deditician (dediti*Jan) f sb. ami a. Nam. law. 
Aim -Him* [f, L. dAMim-m* orfg, tii: alien enemy 
who had sunrendeied saoonditionaUy^then a I’reed- 
mm of the claw described below ; f. dldii* % ppl, 
stem of tQddn to surrender : sec -Kiom* ftu<! -an.] 
A freedman who, on account of some grave 
offence committed during bis Mate of slavery, was 
not allowed the full rights of eituenship. Also 
ait rib, or ai adj. 

Ji|.w«m*ao ■i/ip&m I, | .1* Tbote frt#d»*o mt ranked 
m deditlcians who have tmm put in duuiw by their owners 
as a punishment, or branded, or put to the torture Iwcaune 
of sew* ©'fifenoe aid ihwmf found .guilty , or given up to 
fight either with the «wotd or with wild heaas or c*t»t into 
a gladiatorial tratning-^hooi or into prmm, mid have after* 
warft '. been ■ ttemnmitedt ' no .. ■ mmmi how. ■ Hid* vii ■ S 4 
A 'woman of dedidetan condition.^' • 
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DEDUCT. 


©EDITION. 

Hence Be&iti'ciancy, the condition or state of ] 
a deditician. 

Dedition (di'drjon). Now rare or Obs. [ad. ; 
L. dedition-em , n. of action from dedere to lay ; 
down, give up, f. De- I. 3 + dare to give, to put.] 
Giving up, yielding, surrender. 

1523 St. Papers Hen. VIII, VI. 135 For dedicion of their 
places townes and strengthes to the Kinges subjection. 
1659 Hammond On Ps. cx. 7. 566 Eastern Princes . . in token 
of dedition exacted from subjugated provinces Earth and 
Water. 1667 Decay of C hr. Piety xiii. § 1. 334 [They] make 
an entire dedition of themselves, and submit to the severest 
and ignoblest vassalage. 1705 Stanhope Paraphr . IV. 598 
He disputes not the. .Dedition made by his Faction. 185s 
Gallenga Italy 367 He insisted upon distinct and positive 
terms of dedition. 

f Deditrtious, a rare [f. L. deditici-us , 
-ilins (see above) r -ous.] (See quot.) 

1727 Bailey vol, II, Deditit tons, yielding, or delivering 
himself up Into the power of another. 

Dedly, obs. form of Deadly. 
f De doctor. Obs. nonce-wd. [cf. De- II. 
3; agent-11, f. L. dcdocere to cause to unlearn, 
to teach the contrary of, f. De- I. 6 + docere to 
teach : cf. Doctor.] 

1656 Hobbes Six Lessons v\,adfin Dedoctors of morality. 
Dedoggerelize, dedogmatize: see De- II. 1. 
De&olatiqn (discLL?* Jhn). Med. [n. of action 
from L. dedoldre to hew away, f. De- I. 2 + dolare, 
to chip, hew.] 4 The shaving off of a portion of 
the skin or other part of small importance by an 
oblique cut’ (Syd. Soe. Lex.). 

1857 Dungllson Med. Diet s. v., It is commonly on the 
head that wounds by dedolation are observed. 

t DedoTeate, v. Obsr~ 0 [irreg. f. L. dedolere: 
see Dedolent.] 

1623 Cockisram, Dedolcate, to end ones sorrow or griefe. 
t Be*dolence. Obs. [ad.L. dedolentia abandon- 
ment of grief, ceasing to grieve, f. dedolere : see 
Dedolent.] Absence of grief or sorrow ; insen- 
sibility, callousness. 

1606 Birnie Kirk-Bnriall (1833) 10 Our Heroik burials., 
wherein the toutting of trumpets, trampling of steades, and 
trooping of men, may sufficiently testilie the dedolence of 
men. 1633 Rogers Treat. Sacraments 11. 127 This chases 
away the cloudes of dedolence and impenitency. 1633 
T. Adams Exp. 2 Peter m. 15 There is a dedolence, to be 
in pain and not to feel it. 

f De'dolency. Obs. [f. L. dedolentia'. see 
next and - ency.J «prec. 

a 1617 Bayne On Coloss. (1634) 100 That is a blockish head 
which can. .goe on in a Stoical! dedoleney. 1655 Gurnall 
Chr. in Arm. v. (16691 33/2 Riches & treasures in their 
Coffers, numness and dedoleney in their Consciences. 

t De-dolent, Obs. [ad. L. dedolent-em , pr. 
pple. of dedolere to give over grieving, f. De- I. 6 
+ dole re to grieve ] That feels sorrow no more ; 
feeling no compunction ; insensible, callous. 

1633 Rogers Trent. Sacraments 11. 23 With an insensible, 
dedolent heart, with a dead benummed spirit. 1647 Ward 
Simp. Colder 20 Men . . accursed with indelible infamy and 
dedolent impenitency. 1698 R. Fergusson View Eccles. 46 
His Forehead is Brass double gilt and his Understanding.. 
Callous and Dedolent. 

©educate (de*di«k£it), v. (See quot.) So 
D educated, Deduca'tion, De'ducator. 

1857 Furnivau. Pref to Hymns to Virgin p. via, Many 
educated (or deducat e’d; persons. Note, We sadly want some 
word like this d educate, deducation, &c., to denote the wilful 
down-leading into prejudice and unreason . . Let any one 
think of the amount of deducation attempted about the Re- 
peal of the Corn Laws. .&c., and then see how hard the de- 
ducators still are at their work ! 

Deduce. id/dm-s), v. Also 6-7 erron. diduce. 
[ad. L. dedftc ere to lead down, derive, in med.L. 
to infer logically, f. De- I, 1, 2 + ducere to lead. 
Cf. Deduct. In 16- 17th c. there was frequent 
confusion of the forms of deduce and Diduce, q. v. 

(The sense-development had already, taken place in Latin, 
and does not agree with the chronological data in English.’] 
I. lit. trans. a. To bring, convey ; spec, (after 
Lat), to lead forth or conduct (a colony), anh. 

1578 Banister Hist . Man v. 71 If any of the waves de- 
ducyng choler, come vnto the bottome of the ventricle.. 1612 
Ski.den lllustr. of Drayton § 17 (R.) Advising him he 
should hither deduce a colony. 1685 Stilungfl. Orig. 
Brit i. 5 The Romans began to deduce Colonies, to settle 
Magistrates and J urisdictions here, 1822 T. Taylor A / hdeius 
340 Sagacious nature may from thence deduce it [the blood] 
through all the members. 1866 J. B. Rose Virgil’s Georg 1 . 
88 Still Attsonian colonists rehearse. Deduced from Troy, 
the incoherent verse. 

t b. To bring or draw (water, etc.) from. Obs. 
x6o a Fulbkcice and Pt. Par all. 54 By that meane he 
deduced water out of the earth, c 1630 Risdon Sum. Devon 
§ 107 (1810) 104 Conduits . . nourished with waters deduced 
from out of the fields, 

f c. lb bring or draw down. Obs. 

I 1621 G. Sandys Ovids Met. xn. (1626) 244 Orions mother 
Mycale, eft-soone Could with' her' charmes deduce the 
strugling Moone. 

+ 2 . fig. a. Jo lead, bring. Obs. 

*545 Jove Exp. Dan. Ded. A. iv, Christ himself doth.', 
deduce us unto the readinge of thys boke. 1585 J. Hilton 
in Fuller Ch. Hist ix. vl. §27 That, .we he. .made partakers 
of his. Testament, and 'So deduced, to’ the knowledge of his 
godly will. 1706 Collier R/fl. Ridic. 25 He continually 
deduces the conversation to this topick. . 


f b. Law. To bring before a tribunal. 
i6iz Bacon Ess. Judicature (Arb.) 458 Many times, the 
thing deduced to ludgement, may bee meum et iuwn [etc.], 
fc. To lead away, turn aside, divert. 

154* Act 33 Hen. VIII , c. 32 The vicar . .^woide deduce 
them from their said most accustomable parishe church of 
Whitegate, vnto his said church of Ouer. 2647 Lilly Chr. 
Astrol. clxvii. 720 The force of a Direction may continue 
many yeers, until! the Significator is deduced to another 
Promlttor. 

+d. To bring down, convey by inheritance. 

1633 Bp. Hall Hard Texts 483 If Abraham . . had this 
land given to him for his inheritance, how much more may 
wee, his seed, (to whom it is deduced) . . challenge a due 
interest in it. 2641 ‘ Smectymnuus ’ Answ. §6 (1653) 32 
How this should have beene deduced to us in an uninter- 
rupted Line, wee know not. 

3 . To draw or obtain from some source; to 
derive. Now somewhat rare. 

1565-78 Cooper Thesaurus Introd., Whether the word be 
a Primative or derivative deduced of some other. 2596 

H. Clapham Brieft Bible 1. 15 He, of Nothing, created 
Something . . whereout, A1 other Creatures were to be 
diduced. 2634 Sir T. Herbert Trav. (1638) 232 A cere- 
mony diduced from the Romans. 2665 Ibid. (2677} 181 
Rivers that deduce their Springs near each other. 2790 
Cowper My Mothers Pictiire 108 My boast is not, that 
I deduce my birth From loins enthron’d, and rulers of the 
earth. 1869 Farrar Fam. Speech i. (1873) 20 The attempt 
to prove that all languages were deduced from the Hebrew. 

b. intr . To be derived, rare. (Cf. to derive.) 
2866 J. B. Rose tr. Ovids Fasti Notes 240 The former 
notion of a bird, .may deduce from the eastern word Gaph. 
2889 Courtney Mill 20 The very first principles from which 
it deduces, are so little axiomatic that, etc. 

4 . trans. To trace the course of, trace out, go 
through in order (as in narrative or description) ; 
to bring down (a record) from or to a particular 
period, -j* Formerly, also, To conduct (a process), 
handle, treat, deal with (a matter). 

1528 Gardiner in Pocock Rec. Ref. I. 1. 115 Considering 
how the process might be after the best sort deduced and 
handled, c 1645 Howell. Lett. vi. 61, I will deduce the 
business from the beginning. 1659 Bp. Walton Consul. 
Considered 259 These things are largely deduced and 
handled in the same Prolegomena. 2685 Stillingfl. Orig. 
Brit. iii. 88 Having deduced the Succession of the British 
Churches down to. .the first Councel of Arles. 2728-46 
Thomson Spring 577 Lend me your song, ye nightingales. . 
while I deduce, From the first note the hollow cuckoo sings, 
The symphony of Spring. 2776 Gibbon Decl. <$• Fall 1. 296 
The general design of this work will not permit us.. to 
deduce the various fortunes of his private life. 2818 J as. 
Mill Brit India 1. (1840' I. 2 To deduce to^ the present 
times a history of. .the British transactions, which have had 
an immediate relation to India. 1866 J. Martineau Ess. 

I. 149 All the optical history, .is elaborately deduced. 

5 . To trace the derivation or descent of, to 
show or hold (a thing) to be derived from. 

a 2536 Tindale Wks. 21 (R.) Deducyng the loue to God 
out of fayth, and the loue of a man’s neighbour out of the 
loue of God. 2579 W. Fulice Ref. Rastel 725 They could 
not deduce the beginning from y 3 Apostles. 2658 Usshkr 
A nnals 593 They deduced themselves from the Athenians. 
2676 Hodgson in Phil. Trans. XL 766 Those, .who deduce 
the Scurvy from the use of Sugar. 2767 B lackstone Comm . 
II. 1 14 He cannot deduce his descent wholly by heirs male. 

6 . To derive or draw as a conclusion from some- 
thing already known or assumed ; to derive by a 
process of reasoning or inference ; to infer. (The 
chief current sense.) 

2529 More Dyaloge iii, Wks. 215/2 Y 3 case once graunted, 
ye deduce your conclusion very surelye. 2652 Baxter 
Inf. Bapt. 87 It must be [known] rationally by deducing it 
from some premises. 2696 Whiston Th. Earth n. (1722) 
184 The knowledge of Causes is deduc'd from their Effects. 
2788 Reid Aristotle’s Log. iv. §4. 83 Rules.. deduced from 
the particular cases before determined. 282a Sir H, Davy 
Chem. Philos, p. viu, It was deduced from an indirect 
experiment. 2849 Murchison Siberia i. (186^) 2 This 
inference has been deduced from positive observation. 2885 
Leudksdorf Cremona $ Prof Geom . 277 From this we 
deduce a method for the construction, 
b. Less commonly with obj. clause. 

1532 More Confut. TindalefTcs. 461/2 We deduce ther- 
upon that he wil not suffer his church fal into y erronious 
belief of anie damnable vntrouthe. 1646 Sir T. Browne 
Pseud, Ep. v. vi. 243 That the custom e of feasting upon beds 
was in use among the Hebrewes, many diduce from the 
23. of Ezekiel. 

+ 7 . To deduct, subtract. Obs. 

1563-7 Buchanan Reform. St. Andros Wks. (1892) 24 The 
principal sal deduce sa mekle of hys gagis. 1614 Bp. Hall 
Recoil Treat. 514 The more we deduce, the fewer we leave. 
1632 B. Jqnson Magn. Lady 11. i, A matter of four hundred 
To be deduced upon the payment. 1662 Stilungfl. Orig. 
Sacr. 1. v. §3, 1117. which being deduced from 3940. the 
remainder is 2823. 

t 8. To reduce (to a different form). Obs. 

2586 J. Hooker Girald. Irel. In Holinshed [ II, *0/* By 
these raeanes the whole land, which, is now diuided Into flue 
! prouinces or portions, maie be deduced and brought into 
one. 1654 Gataker Disc. ApoL 36 After that ray Morning 
[ Lecture was reduced, or deduced rather, to the ordinarie 
hour in most places. 2749 J. Millan (title), Coins, Weights, 
and Measures, Ancient and Modern, of all Nations, deduced 
| into English on above 100 Tables, 
t Hence Dedtreing vbl. sb., deduction. 

1530 Palsgr. 2x2/2 Deducyng, discours. 1532 More Confut. 

\ Tindale Wks. 461/2 Tenses . • of drawyng oute & deducinges 
; and depending vpbn scrypture. 1651 Hobbes Zev/dth. n. 

xxv. 133 Consisting in a deducing of the benefit, or hurt 
j that may arise, etc. 1827 Whately Logic (1837) 258 The 
deducing of an inference from those facts. 


Dedueeable, obs. var. of Deducible. 

+ Bedircement. Obs. Also 7 (erron.) didu.ee- 
ment. [f. Deduce 4- -ment.] 

1 . A deduction, inference, conclusion. 

2605 Bacon Adv, Learn. 11. xxili. §7. 104 If I woulde 
haue broken them and illustrated them by diducements and 
examples, a 2632 Donne Serin, xii. 114 All the Deduce- 
ments and Inferences of the Schooles. 1682 Dryden Relig . 
Laid Pref. (Globe ed.) 186 Those deducements, which I am 
confident are the remote effects of Revelation. 

2 . A tracing out (see Deduce 4). fare. 

1820 Biackw* Mag. VII. 362 A regular deducement of the 
Batavian line through all the varieties of place and fortune! 

Deducible (dzdfrrsibT), a. Also 7 (erron.) 
diducible, 7-8 dedueeable. [f. L. deduch'e to 
Deduce + -ble.] 

1 . That may be deduced or inferred. 

2617 Collins Def. Bp. Ely 1. iii. 226 Nothing is deducible 
out of his doctrine, which fauours the Popedome. 2678 
R. Barclay ApoL Quakers xn. § x. 451 There [is] not any 
difference or ground for it viable in the Text, or dedueeable 
from it. 1752 J. Gill Trinity i. 14 These are consequences 
justly deducible from our principles. 1867 J. Martineau 
Ess. II. 62 Precept is not deducible from precept. 

b. as sb. That which is deducible ; an inference 
that may be drawn. 

2654 WxirTLQCK'Zootomia 511 Yet since it is from Truth, 
and her Secretaries (the Casuists', heare their deducibles. 
1862 J. Martineau 'Ess. etc. (1891) II. 435 As if they were 
deducibles from the primary spiritual truth. 2881 Casey 
Sequel to Euclid A large number of deducibles may be 
given in connexion with. .Prop, xlvii. 

t 2 . That may be or is to be deducted. Obs. rare . 
1623 F. Robarts Revenue of Gospel 94 Before I come to 
define the charge diducible. 

Hence De&iiciMTity, Be&u'cibXeness, the 
quality of being deducible. 

1846 Worcester cites Coleridge for deducibility . 1882 
Westcott & Hort Grk. N. T. Introd. §67 The easy 
deducibility, direct or indirect, of all their readings from 
a single text. 1727 Bailey vol. II, Deducib/eness, capable- 
ness of being deduced. 

Deduxive, a. rare.- 0 [f. Deduce + -ive : 
cf. conducive .] (See quot.) 

1755 Johnson, Dedncive, performing the act of deduction. 
Diet. 

t Dedtrct, Ppl . a. Obs. [ad. L. deduct -us, pa. 
pple. of ded uc ere : see next. After the formation 
of deduct vb„ used as its pa. pple. till superseded by, 
deducted.] Deducted. 

2439 Rolls of Pari. 5 Aftur the summes in the seid Com- 
missions to be deducte. 1495 Act 11 Hen. VII, c. 62 § t 
Aftir all ordinary charges deducte. 2532 Frith Mirror or 
Glass (1829) 2 73 The poor, which.. are the owners, under 
God, of all together, the minister’s living deduct. 
Deduct (d/dzrkt), v. [f. L. deduct ppl. stem 
of L. deduc-ere to lead or bring down or away, 
lead off, withdraw, f. De- I. 1, 2 + ducere to lead, 
draw. Cf. Deduce: the two verbs were formerly 
to a great extent synonymous, but are now differen- 
tiated in use, by the restriction of this to sense i.J 
1 . trans. To take away or subtract from a sum 
or amount. (The current sense.) 

# Now said usually of amounts, portions, etc., while subtract 
is properly said only of numbers ; but deduct was formerly 
used also of the arithmetical operation. 

2524 Ch. Accts. Kingston-on- Thames in Lysons Environs 
of London I. 226 Ret? at the Church Ale and Robyn-hodc, 
all things deducted, 3/. ios. 6d. 2530 Palsgr. 509/1, I de- 
ducte, I abate partyculer somraes out of a great somme, Je 
rabats. 2542 Records Gr. Aries 11575) 107 Deducte the 
digit from the figure that is ouer him, and write the re- 
mayner. 1631 Gouge God's A rrows v. § 18. 430 His Master 
might buy him bow, and arrowes, and deduct the price 
out of his wages. 1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. xv. ii. 
182 Deducting the waight of that five pound, 2751 John- 
son Rambler No. 108 1*2 When vve have deducted all 
that is absorbed in sleep. 2850 Prescott Peru II. x 15 The 
royal fifth was first deducted, including the remittance 
already sent to Spain. 2874 Masson Milton iGold. Treas. 
ed ) I. p. xi, If we deduct the two Psalm Paraphrases.. 
Milton's literary life may be said to begin exactly with the 
reign of Charles I. 

absol. 1824 Examiner 641/1 Every shilling squandered 
by Ministers, .deducts from the value of their property, 
t 2 . To lead forth, conduct (a colony); -De- 
duce 1 a. Ohs. 

2549 Coverdale Erasm. Par. Phil. Argt., A people de- 
ducted oute of the citie of Philippes. 1582 [see Deducting]* 
2600 Holland Livy Pref. 3 Venice was a Colonie deducted 
and drawn e from thence. 1627 [see Deducted], 
f 3 . To draw or convey (a streamlet) aside (from 
the main stream). Obs. rare. 

2621 Burton Anal. Mel. Democr. to Rdr, 10 Which as 
a rillet is deducted from that maine channel! of my other 
studies. • c 2626 Dick of Devon. 11. ii.’in Bullen O. Pi. II. 31 
A rivolet but deducted From the mayne Channell. 
t 4 . To derive; to trace the derivation or descent 
of ; = Deduce 3, 5. Obs. 

1530 Palsgr. 17 All suche wordes as be deducted out of 
Latin wordes. 2565 T. Stapleton Forir. Faith 94* For 
more safety to deduct that succession from the See of Rome. 
* 577-87 Holinshed Chron. II. 9/1 Touching the name 
I hernia, historiographers are not yet agreed from whence it 
is deducted. /22641 Bp, Mountagu Acts # Mem. (1642) 308 
In deducting the Maccabees from ludah. 1648 Gage West 
Ind. xx. (1655) 174 From whence commonly in the Church 
of Rome the Texts and subjects of Sermons are deducted, 
1660 R. Shkringham King’s Snprevt. Asserted ii, 12682) jo 
A ll authority . . is derived and deducted from the King’s 
Majesty. 


DEDUCTIBLE. 


DEED, 


4 5 . To trace out in order ; to bring down from 
or to a particular period; ** Deduce 4. Obs. rare. 

1545 Leland New-year’s Gift in Strype Eccl. Mem. I. 
App. cxviii. 330 The first boke, begynnyng at the Druides, 
is deducted vnto the tyme of the comyng of S. Augustyne. 
1586 Mary Q. Scots Let. to Babington 12 July in Howell 
St. Trials (1809) I. 1177 For divers great and importunate 
considerations which were here too long to be deducted. 

4 6. To derive by reasoning, infer, deduce. Obs. 
1563 Foxe A. § M. 850b, This parte he deducted and 
proued by sundry ensamples, and similitudes. 1609 Sir E. 
Hoby Lett, to T. Higgins 37 Which by Logical 1 conse- 
quence is not Necessarily deducted out of the Premisses. 
2660 tr. A myraldus’ Treaty cone. Rellg. 1. iii. 32 A concep- 
tion . . deducted from sober influence of reason. 1889 Cape 
Law f ml. 203 To take all the circumstances into consider- 
ation and to deduct therefrom, .the act of desertion, 
f 7 . To reduce, Obs. (Cf. Deduce 8.) 

1599-16 . , Massinger, etc. Old Law m. i. Clerk. ’Tis but 
so many months, so many weeks, so many--. Gnotho. Do 
not deduct it to days, 'twill be the more tedious. 

Hence Deducted ppl. a., Deducting vbl: sb. 
158a Divers Voy. (Hakluyt Soc. 1850) 9 The deducting of 
some Colonies of our superfluous people into those temperate 
and fertile partes of America. 1596 Spenser Hymn Love 
306 Man. .hauing yet in his deducted spright, Some sparks 
remaining of that heauenly fyre. 1598 Yong Diana, Bed., 
It befell to my lot .. to perforate the part of a F rench Oratour 
by a deducted speech in the same toong. 1627 May Lucan 
jv. 434 Though no deducted colony. 

Deductible (d/d®'ktfb’l), a. rare. [f. L. 
deduct - (see prec.) + -ble.] Capable of being 
deducted. 

1856 Mrs. Browning A nr. Leigh 11. tx888) 71 Not one 
found honestly deductible From any use that pleased him. 

Dedll'ctile, a. rare- °. [ad. L. type deduclil-is , 
f. deduct- Deduct.] 

1737 Bailey vol. II, Deductile , easy to be deducted. 
Deduction (dfidirkjan). Also 5 deduxion, 
5-6 deduccion, 6 dedueeoun. [In some senses 

а. F. deduction (Ores me 24th c.), but in most ad. 
L. deduction-em , n. of action from L. dediicere : 
see Deduct, Deduce.] The action of deducting. 

1 . The action of deducting or taking away from 
a sum or amount ; subtraction, abatement 

1483 in Arnolde Chron. (1811) no The sayde Ri. shah be 
chargeable for the hoole somme. .wytbot ony deduxion. 
3496-7 Act 12 Hen. VII, c. 12 § 4 Any deduccion or 
abatement befortyme allowed. 1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud . 
Ep, iv. xil 217 He dyed in the day of his nativity, and with- 
out deduction justly accomplished the year of eighty one. 
3776 Smith W. N. i. viii. (1869*1. 68 His rent .. makes the 
first deduction from the produce of the labour which is 
employed upon land. 1827 Jarman Powell’s Devises II. 

55 The interest given to them was exclusive of, and with 
a deduction of, that sum. i863 Freeman Norm. Conq. 
(1876) II. vii. 33 Charges of this kind must always be taken 
with certain deductions. 

b. That which is deducted or subtracted. 

154610 Eng, Gilds 1870) 197 Wyth the yerely Resolutes 
and dednccions goyng out of the same. 3557 Recorde 
Wketst. X ), For subtraction your numbers are sette downe 
after the common maner, firste the totall, and then the de- 
duction. 1703 T. N. CHy 4* C. Purchaser 55 In taking 
out the Dedu tions for the Doors and Windows. 

2 . A leading forth or away (spec, of a colony) ; 
conduct. Now rare or Obs. 

16x5 Chapman Odyss. vi. 455 Take such way, That you 
yourself may compass. . Your quick deduction by my father’s 
grace. 1677 Hale Prim. Orig. Man, 11. x. 228 Deductions 
of Colonies, and new Plantations, 3832 Blackw, Mag. 
XXXI. 574 The solemn deduction (to use the technical 
term' of a legitimate Roman colony, 

f b. fig. A leading up to something, intro- 
duction. Obs. rare . 

1513 More Rich. Ill, Wks. 6 t (R.) He sodalnly lefte the 
matter, with which he was in hand, and without any de- 
duction thereunto, .began to repete those wordes again. 

T 3 . The action or result of tracing out or setting 
forth in order; a detailed narration or account. 
Obs. (Cf. Deduce 4, Deduct v. 5.) 

a 153a Remedic of Love (R.), Ordinately behoveth thee 
first to precede In deduction thereof [this werke]. 1603 
Florio .< ontaigne r. ix. (1632) 17 A long counterfet deduc- 
tion of this storie. 1670 Evelyn Mem. (1857) III. 222 
A solemn deduction and true state of all affairs and particulars. 1 
1748 Chesterf. Lett. I L elix. 71 It . , gives a clear deduction j 
of the affairs of Europe from the treaty of Munster to this j 
time. 1826 C. Butlhr Life Grotius 34 We have thus 
brought down our historical deduction of the German, | 
Empire to the accession of the Emperor Charles. . | 

+ 4. Mus. The succession of notes forming a 
Hexachord : the singing of these in order. Obs. 

1597 M or lev Introd. Mm. 7 Now for the last tryall of your j 
singing in concinuall deduction sing this perfectly. 1609 
Doui.and Omitk. Microl. 26 There are , , three Deductions 
of this kinde. : ■ 1876 Stainer , & Barrett Diet. Mus. Terms. 

1 5 . The process of deducing or deriving from 
some source; derivation. Obs. 

1612 Dravton Poly-olb. ix. Notes 145 Affirming that our 
Britons from them. .had deduction of this nationall title, 
1669 Gale Crt. Gentiles 1, T. ii. 12 The deduction of the 
Greek Leters from the Hebrew, 1755 Johnson Diet,, j 
Grammar Eng . . Tongue, Etymology teaches ' the deduction ,j 
of one word from another. 

b. concr. That which is derived, rare, 
a 3835 Rickman Archil ' 30 ' There may 'be ' some doubt, i 
whether the modern Ionic capital is not rather a deduction j 
from the Composite than the contrary. 

б. The process of deducing or drawing a con- j 
elusion from a principle already known or assumed ; ] 
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spec, in Logic, inference by reasoning from generals 
to particulars ; opposed to Induction. 

3594 Hooker Eccl. Pol. 1. xiv. (1611) 42 And show the 
deduction thereof out of Scripture to be necessane. 3051 
Hobbes Govt. <§• Soc. iii. § 26 The deduction of these Lawes 
is so hard, that [etc.]. 3736 Butler Anal n. vi. 308 
A matter of deduction and inference. 1789 Belsham uss. 
I. i. 4 It follows by easy and irrefragable deduction. s86o 
Abp. Thomson Laws Th. § 113 Deduction the process of 
deriving facts from laws, and effects from their causes. 
a 1862 Buckle Civiliz. (1869' III. v. 291 By deduction we 
descend from the abstract to the concrete. 

b. transf That which is deduced ; an inference, 


conclusion. „ 

1532 More Confut. Tindale Wks. 461/2 Yet if he would 
. .neither vse false deduccions of hys owne, nor refuse our 
deduccions yf we deduce them wel. 3671 J. Webster 
Metallogr. 1. 9 From all this we shall only draw these 
Deductions. 3736 Butler Anal. 1. ii. 35 L i s ? ot s0 rm £ c ‘' 
a Deduction of Reason, as a Matter of Experience. 3876 
Freeman Norm. Conq. V. xxii. 21 The whole evidence . . 
bears out the general deductions which I have made. 
t 7 . Reduction. Obs. rare. (Cf. Deduct /.) 

1650 Bulwer Anthropomet. 172 The Deduction and 
Moderation of their Excrescencie. 

DedirctionaX, a. rare. [f. prec. +-AL.] Oi, 
pertaining to, or of the nature of deduction. _ 

1683 E Hooker Pref, Ep. Postage's Mystic Div. 44 As 
for Doctrines Traditional, Superstkional, and Deductional, 
these are (world !j without end. 

Deductive (d/da?kti v), <z. [ad. L .deductw-us, 

1. deduct ppl. stem of deductive to Deduce: see 
-IVE. Cf. mod.F. diduct if -ive.] 

1 . Of the nature of, or characterized by the use 
of, deduction; spec, in Logic, reasoning from 
generals to particulars ; opposed to inductive. 

1665 Glanvill Scepsis Sci. xxiii. § 3 All knowledge of 
causes is deductive. 1665 Hooke Microgr. D, The rational 
or deductive Faculty. 1846 Mill Logic 11. iv. § 4 Geo- 
metry is a Deductive Science, a 3862 Buckle Misc. Wks. 
(1872) I. 7 Women naturally prefer the deductive method to 
the inductive. 

b. Of persons : Employing the method of de- 
duction ; reasoning deductively. 

1861 Tuli.och Eng. Pvrit, iii, 378 Of all the divines of his 
time, none was more bold, or deductive. 1867 Lewes Hist. 
Philos. IL 153 The mathematical cultivators of Physics 
and the deductive cultivators of Philosophy. 
f 2 . Derivative. 

3646 SirT. Browne Pseud. Ep. 1, x. 38 He labours to intro- 
duce a secondary and deductive Atheisms, that although 
they concede there is a God, yet should they deny his pro- 
vidence. 

t B. sb. Deductive reasoning ; a deduction. 

1677 Hale Prim. Orig. Man. To Rdr., If there be any 
Err ours . . in my Deductives, Inferences, or Applications. 

Deductively (di'dtrktivlib adv. [f. prec. + 
-ly 2 .] In a deductive manner, by deduction, in- 
ferentlally ; f by derivation or descent. 
a 1641 Bp. Mou'-tagu Acts 4 Mon. (1642) 332 Holiness® , . 
deductively passed from himselfe to others, members and 
parts of his body mystical!. 3646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. 
Ep. i. x. 39 Yet doth it diductively and upon inference in- 
clude the same. 1857 Whkwell Hist. Induct. Sc. I. 114 
Which trace deductively the results. 3862 H. Spencer First 
Princ. n, viii. § 73 The truth as arrived at deductively, can- 
not be inductively confirmed. 

Deductory id/dtrkteri), a . rare. fad. L. de- 
duct dr i- us, f. deduct or, agent-n. from dediicere to 
Deduce : see -ory,] 

+ 1 . Law. Having the effect of bringing a matter 
before a court (see Deduce 2 b). Obs. 

3613 Sir H. Finch Law (1636) 490 Being not diductory to 
bring any matter into plea or solemne action, but onely 
Commandatorie or Prohibitorie. 

2. « Deductive a. 


1655 Fuller Ch. Hist, ix. viii. § 3 A consequential and de- 
ductory felonie. 1889 J, D, Hunting in National Rev. 
XIV. 219 Ascertained by fair deductory evidence, 
d Deduit, sb. Obs. Forms; 3-4 dedut, 4 de- 
dute, dedwt, 4-5 deduit(e, 5 deduyt(e. See 
also Dum [a. F, dlduit (12th c. in Littr£) L. 
deduct- um, subst. use of pa. pple. of dediicere in 
sense of 1 divert \ In Prov. desduek , desdui, from 
desduire , desdure m F. dfduire, L. dediicere.] 
Diversion, enjoyment, pleasure, 

1297 R. Glouc. 13724) 564 [Hy] were in her dedut, iwend 
an hontinge. c 1350 Will. Paler ne 4998 pan driue t ci forp 
day in dedut and in murjw. t S393 Gower €mf III, 371 In 
which the yere hath his deduit Of grass, of lefe, of flour®, 
of fruit, c 1450 Merlin 307 This Dionas loved moche the 
deduyt of the wode and the river, 1480 Carton Ovids 
Met xi. xiii, I [Venus} am lady of all emmosye and of al 
deduyt, 3483 — Gold. Leg. 319 b/i All the delytes and 
deduytes of the world. 

f Deduxt, -e, ppl a . Obs. rare. [a. F. diduit, 
-■ ite , pa. pple. of ddduire L. deduefre ; see De- 
duce.] Drawn out. 

1485 Caxton Chas. Gt. 26 He had the face dedu yte in 
lengtne. 

Deduplication (dfdi^plik? l *Jan\ Hot. [a. F. 
dMnplhalion , latinized deriv. of F, didouhkr (des- 
douhler , 1429 m Hatzf.) to separate what is double, 
divide into two halves, f. des~, di- (Db- I. 6) + 
doubler to double,] Congenital division of one 
organ into two (or more) ; ~ Chobists, 

1835 Lindley Introd. Bot. 1x848* I. 332, 1 thought I might 
extend the primitive meaning of the word dedvplimHm, 


and consider it synonymous with separation, disjunction. 
Ibid. 333 The theory of deduplication has its supporters 
among French Botanists of eminence. 3850 Gray Lett. 1. 
365. 3880 —Struct. Bot. vi. § 3. 202 Chorisis or Deduplication 
..the division of that which is morphologically one organ 
into two or more (a division which is of course congenital), 
so that two or more organs occupy the position of one. 
Dedur, obs. form of Didder v. 

Dedut(e, deduyt(e, var. Deduit Obs, 

Dedye, Dedyne, var. Dedie v. and Dedeign v .2 
Dedyn, obs. pi. of did, from Do v. 

Bee (di), sb. Name of the letter D ; applied to 
a D-shaped iron or steel loop used for connecting 
parts of harness, or for fastening articles to the 
saddle : cf. D I. 2. 

3794 W. Felton Carriages (1801) II. 145 The Collar-Bee, 
an iron ring in the form of a D, sewed in the from of the 
collar, for the pole-piece to loop through ; there are various 
other dees used about some harness, but of a smalt size, and 
mostly plated. 1880 Blackw. Mag. Feb. 164 {Bush Life 
Queensland) The pommel was also furnished with strong 
iron dees driven firmly into, the woodwork, . 3884 W W estall 
in Contemp. Rev. Jjuly 69 The cheeks are 'furnished with 
4 dees ’ for holding bridle and curb chain. 1888 Elworthy W. 
Somerset Gloss., Dee, an iron shaped like letter D. Such 
an iron is used in cart-harness to connect the leather of the 
breeching with the chains. 

b. Comb, dee-lock (see quot.) 

1888 Elworthy W. Somerset Gloss., Dee-lock, a very 
common, cheap kind of padlock, used for gates, etc. It is 
a simple piece of iron in the shape of letter D, having 
a joint at one angle and a screw working in a short pipe at 
the other. 

Dee (df), v. Pronunciation of d — — , euphem- 
istic lor damn (see D L 3 ; usually in pa. pple, 
deed (also deedeed ) « d — d, damned. 

a 1845 Barham Ingot Leg., The Poplar, Wt’W be Deed if 
it isn’t an O ! 3859 Readk Love me tittle iii, 95 Your three 
graces .are three deed, fools, 3864 Lowku, fireside Trap. 
61 A satirist, .whose works were long ago dead and T fear) 
deedeed to boot. 

Dee, d*ee, earlier way of writing d'pe.^ do ye? 
do you? 

x6xx Chapman May Dap Plays 1873 II. 344 And how dee 
Sir? 3625 Fletcher fair A > aid til. i. Dee forsooth! 1632 
Bromk Northern Lasse 1. ii, Dee hear ? 

Dee, var. of Dey ; obs. or dial, f. Die. 
Deea-nettle ; see Dka-nettle, 

Deed d;dX Forms; 1 IV, Sax. died, Anglian 
ddd; 2-3 deed, 2- 5 ded, 2-6 dodo, 3 dead, dado, 

4-5 did©, 4-6 d©id{e, 5 deyd e), f 7 deed©, (6 

dead©), 5- deed. [OE, died, did m 1 ) 1 * ris. dide t 
OSax. ddd (MDu. daet (ddde), Du. duad), OHG., 
MHG. Hit (Gtr. that , tat), ON. dS Sw. did. Da. 
detail ), Goth, dids OTeut, VM-s i—*dkiii‘s t L 
verb root dhhdhd, OTeut. d&-do\ see Do v. The 
second d from original /, is. in accordance with 
Verner’s Law ; cf. Dead. 

The early ME, was ded*, from the OE, i#cc ddde, did*.. 
The OE. pi. dee da, dfda, regularly Ixctim® ded* in 1a- 
*yth c. But this was identical with titering., whence, for 
distinction, new plurals came into um after, other OE. 
types, viz. deden in the south, dtdet in the midi, ami north ; 
the former was still used a 3*0 Cmtti of Lorn), but, as in 
other words, the -s form t found c 1200 in Ormuium and Trm . 
Coll. Ham.} eventually prevailed,} 

1 , That which is done, acted, or performed by 
an intelligent or responsible agent ; an act. 

c$z$ Cesf. Psalter Ixiii. 30 Oxiv,§} Aik! .ondrtord c^hwelc 
mon, & segdun were godes, & dede his onxet tm. 973 Btiekl. 
Horn. 23 We sceolon .. Jiatt ondjit mid gt.'dum dtedum 
xefyllan. 2x54 (). E. Chron. (Laud MS ). an, 1*37 | 5 |he 
land was &l fordon mid stake dasdetc. r xaoo 7 tin. Coil Ham, 

9 Hit is riht bat we forleten and forsaken mhtUcbe detkn. 
tbul 15 To done be six dede* Ibid* Godes pafc hen 
ure gode dedes. * xso$ Lay. 7024 His deden [r .1x75 deader] 
weoren for-cuSe. ^ ex* 50 <>**«. 4* Ex. 9983, And quitne fie 
king wurS- war dis 'dead* ■ a Cursor M. 1085 ‘Colt.) 
Qnen caym had don hat dren dfelide (mn dtdel,. 1 tl hk 
fader ham ward , he delete, x ipx> Cast. Let** 9.38 Bbhok! 
now .'.his deden hou heo beop diht* *340 Hammlc /V. 
Come. 2498 Our gad dedis pur gud er ttoglu, iw Barkour 
Bruce v.- 978 He had done motty thank full dad, e X4#» . 
Pwmp. Partt. 315 Bede, or werke, factum. *4$* Act 7 
Hi*. Vtl % c. a | 4 The seid Warrant is not the tied® of 
hym that is named to lie the maker of the seid Warrant. 
x.570 Sc, Satir. Poems Reform. xvtiL.5.0 ctirsif hour ’ 0 deid 
of fellonte ! xfioi. Shaks. ful C\ m. it. 936 They tlml ha»e 
done this .Beed«,-are honourable, x.667 Milton P, L, xi, 
936 And one bad act with many deeds well done Hays t 
cover, ' s8e$-sa CoiMmm* . friend i.x, 11887 » 37 What ate 
noble deeds but noble truths realized f 1875 .fbwrrr Plato 
(ed. 9) V; 59 Their deed® did not agree with tneir words, ■ - 
b. An act of bravery, skill, etc. ; a teat ; esp, in 
deed of arms, and the like. 

BemmlfpSM ;.Th.) pm%h Ite he;d«da.Rehwi«4 dy rttig w*«. 
i340Hj^w0.x63'Bypteyting«,iifi« tie pmuefMmtp IwSsyguod 
laryat m he moche dede of &rmm, 1375 Barrocr Bruce 1. 
*8 The dedysOf stalwart. folk that lywyt ar. Graft on 

Chrm, II, ada Bedryng nothing. so much tut to have deedes 
of Amies.' ^ x&yoSe. Satir. Poems Reform, x. '60 |.it we his 
hart with Marthdl deidk dolit, D rvoen A*m. Mind, 
clxxvi, llmugands , » Who 1 --® deed* :«»»« nobler prtem' sltttil 
.adorn* Tennyson Coming of A rtlmr 46 And ■ Arthur 

yet had done no deed of arms. 1871 R, Kuis Catullus Jxiv. 
;357 Deeds of such high glow Scamander's' river avoucheth. 
x®7$ Jowett Plato «ed* #i!l!.-6of Mmy great and wonder- 
ful deeds are recorded of your State, 

+ c. Deeds of the Apostles ; the Acts of the 
Apostles. Obs. 

'^3380 Wvcuf Wks, (1886) xpS 'jPetar »i.b la .dedl* 
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DEEM, 


apostils .. J>at to him nei)?er was gold ne siluer. *382 — 
A cts (title), Heere begynnen the Apostles Dedes. 1533 Gau 
Rickt Vay (1888) 37 In ye xx c. of the dedisof the Apostlis. 

2 . (without a or pi.) Action generally ; doing, 
performance. (Oiten contrasted with word.) 

c 1000 /Elfric Gram. xix. (Z.) 122 Deponentia verba signi- 
ficant actvm j?a alecgendlican word getacnjaS dtede. c 1200 
Trin . Coll. Horn, 187 pe man J?e nis stedefast ne on dacle ne on 
speche ne on ponke. 1297 R, Glouc. (17241 501 Ower dede 
ne may be no wors, than ower word is. a 1300 Cursor M. 
3402 (Cott. ) His suns dughti ware o dede. c 1386 Chaucer 
Pars. T. p 282 panne wol I sle him with my bond in dede of 
synne. c 1460 Towneley Myst. x At the begynnyng of oure 
dede Make we heuen & ertib c 1300 Melusine 371 In som 
cas the good wylle of a man is accepted for the dede. 1667 
Milton P. L. v, 549 To be both will and deed created 
free. 1871 Rustem Fors Clav. I. ii. 5 The strength of 
Hercules is for deed not misdeed. 

b. collect. Doings ; ado, to-do. dial. 

1788 W, Marshall E. Yorks. Gloss., Deed , doings ; 
wlient deed , great to-do. 1828 Craven Dial „ Deed , doings. 
‘There’s sad deed, I’ll uphodto.' 1855 Robinson Whitby 
Gloss., ‘Here’s bonny deed !’ great to do.. ‘Great deed 
about nought ', large stir about trifles. 1867 Waugh Home 
Life Factory Folk xvi, 145 Lane. Dial.) ‘Aw consider we' n 
had as hard deed as anybody livin.’ 

1 3 . Thing to be clone, work (in contemplation) ; 
the task or duty of any time or person. Ohs. 

c 1325 E. E, A llit. P. C. 354 On to brenge )>er-)>ur$e 
[a city] watz J?re dayes dede. c 1400 Destr . Troy 274 Sone 
he dressit to his dede & no dyn made, And made vp 
a mekyll ship, c 1460 Towneley Myst. 57 To dyke and delf, 
here and draw, and to do all vnhonest deyde. 1580 North 
Plutarch (16761812 You shall, .set the poor distressed City 
of Syracusa again on foot, which is your deed. 

4 . Law. An instrument in writing (which for this 
purpose includes printing or other legible repre- 
sentation of words on parchment or paper), pur- 
porting to effect some legal disposition, and sealed 
and delivered by the disposing party or parties. 

Signature to a deed is pot generally required by English 
law, but is practically universal ; and in most jurisdictions 
outside England where English law or legal forms prevail, 
signature has been substituted for or made equivalent to 
sealing. Delivery (q.v.) is now a moribund formality. 
Contracts of most kinds, as well as dispositions of property 
inter vivos, may be made by deed, and in common practice 
are often so made. 

c 1300 R. Brunne Citron, (1810) 69 Edward . .suore. .tome 
..his heyre suld I be. perof he mad me skrite..& for to 
sikere his dede, set. }.*er to his seale. Ibid. 259 Bituex him 
& }>e was mad a priue dede . . Forto feffe him ageyn in bat 
tenement. 1362 Langl. P. PL A. it 81 In be Date of be 
deuel be Deede was a-selet, Be siht of sir Symoni and 
Notaries signes. 1435 Nottingham Rec. II. 358 For ye ex- 
chaunge of Iieybera Stener be a ded undder ye seel of his 
armes. c 1590 Marlowe Faust, v. 35 And write a deed of 

g ift with thine own blood. 1596 Shaks, Merck. V. iv, ii. x 
Inquire the lewes house out, giue him this deed, And let 
him signe it. 1613 Bury Wills iC amd. Soc.' 162 As I and 
the said Edmond longe agoe did give vnto her by a jointe 
deede of guift. 1642 Perkins Prof. Bk. ii. § 130. 58 A writing 
cannot be a deed if it be not sealed. 1767 Blackstone 
Comm. II. 295 A deed is a writing sealed and delivered by 
the parties.. it is called a deed. .because it is the most 
solemn and authentic act that a man can possibly perform, 
with relation to the disposal of his property. 1844 Williams 
Real Prop. 11S77) 148 The sealing and delivery of a deed 
are termed the execution of it, 1893 Sir J. W. Ciiitty in Law 
Times' Rep. LXVII I. 430/1 The statute . . requires a deed 
in cases where formerly a mere writing would have sufficed. 

5 . Phrases, fa. With the deed', in the act. Ohs. 
cx4$oErte Tolous 522 0 fmyrtheschalt thou not mys; Thou 
schalt take us wyth the dede. 1470-83 Malory Arthur xx. 
ii, And it be sotne as ye save I wold he were taken with the 
dede.. 1383 T. Washington tr. 'Nicholas's Coy. Turkic iv. 
xxxiii. 156 The Adulterer being found with the deed, 
b. Indeed', in action, in actual practice. 
c 1340 Cursor M. 13830 (.Trin.) J>e lif bat he ledeb in dede 
Hit is ageyn oure Iede. c 1385 Chaucer L. G. W. 2138 
Ariadne, And every poynt was performed in dede. c 1440 
Gesta Rom. i. 2 (Harl. MS.), I am redy to fulfitlle alle in 
dede bat b ou woit sey vnto me. 1553 T. Wilson Rhet. 
(1580) 29, I trust that not onely all men will commende 
justice in worde, but also will live justly in deede. 1613 Sir 
H. Finch Law • 1636* 202 Offering to beat one, though he 
doe not beat one in deed. 1862 Stanley few. Ch. (1877) I. 
vii. 130 Graven images, .set up in deed or in word. 

c. In deed, in very deed, f of very deed (Sc.) : 

in fact, in effect, in reality, in truth : hence Indeed. 

c 1386 Chaucer Prol. 639 But wel I woot he lyed right in 
dede. 1535 Coverdale 2 Citron, vt. 18 For thinkest thou 
that God in very dede dwelleth amotige men vpon earth ? 
'*549 Compl. Scot, xv. 123 Thai ar my mortal enemes of 
verray d id. 138* W. Fulke in Confer, m. > 1584) S iij, They 
eate not the body of Christ in deede.* 1613 Bedwicll Mokam. 
Imp. in. § 97 They are in very deed holy bookes. 1862 Ld. 
Brougham.AV/V. Const, App. lit. 458 Making all principles 
be treated in very deed as the counters wherewith the game 
of faction was. to 'be played. 18S2 Stanley few. ' Ch. (x 877) 
I. xiv. 273 The .chiefs, became the chiefs in deed as well as 
in name. 

6. Comb., as f deed-doer, + -doing', deed-achiev- 
ing, - worthy adjs. ; deed-box, a box, usually of 
tin-plate, for keeping deeds or other documents in ; 
deed-offering, Coven! ale’s word in some instances 
for the * peace-offering ’ of the 1611 version. Also 
Deed-bote, Deed poll. 

.'.1607 Shaks. Cor. u.t. 190 By *deed-atchieuing Honor, 
newly .nam’d. .1833 Marry at Joe. Faith/, xxxi, Taking 
with him the tin-box (it was what they called a *deed-box '. 
1838 Ld. St. Leonards Handy Bk. Prop. Law xiv, 85 It 
is advisable to keep your own securities in your own deed- 
box at home, 1548 Hall Citron. 20 b, Thei would be lokers 
on and no *dede doers. 1663 Spalding Troub . Chas. 1 


(1792) I. 272 (Jam.) But the deed doer was fled, c 1380 
Wyclif Wks. (1880) 70 f>e *dede doynge is proff of loue, as 
gregory seij?- 2586 T. B. La Primaud. Fr. Acad. 430 One 
of nis horse-keepers. .taking him at the deed doing.. be- 
stowed so many blowes on. him. .that he left him half dead. 
1333 Coverdale 2 Sam. vi. 17 And Dauid offred burnt offer- 
ynges and *deed offerynges before ye Lorde. 1865 J. Grote 
Treat , Moral Ideas viii. (1876) 103 *X>eed worthy conduct, 
or the faciendum. 

Beed (dfd), v. U.S. [f. Deed jA] trans. To 
convey or transfer by deed. Also fig. 

x8i6 J. Pickering Vocabulary 76 To deed. .We sometimes 
hear this word used colloquially ; but rarely, except by 
illiterate people . . N one of our writers would employ it. 
1828 Webster Deed, to convey or transfer by deed; 
a popular use of the word in America ; as, he deeded all his 
estate to his eldest son. 1865 Mom . Star Sept. , A . . complete 
farm, .in Connecticut has been deeded over to his wife. 1890 
Century Mag \ Jan. 475/1 The act of .1864, deeding to that 
state the Yosemite Valley and the Mariposa Big Tree Grove. 

Deeds adv. In 6 dede. Aphetic form of i' deed, 
Indeed ; now chiefly Sc. 

1547 Coverdale Old Faith Prol. A vij a, Let vs be true 
scolers of the same; and dede, let vs euen entre in to the 
nature and kynde therof. . x8i6 Scott A ntiq, xxxvi, ‘ 'Deed, 
sir, they hae various opinions.’ 1848 Thackeray Van. Fair 
235 ‘’Deed and she will’, said O'Dowd. x858 Ramsay 
Retain. 183 ‘ Deed', said the laird. I wad ha' wondered if 
ye had.' 

Deed, -e, obs. forms of Dead. 
t Bee dbote. Obs. Also daedbote, dead-, 
dedbote. [OE. died deed + b 6 t. Boot s&.l 10, 
amends, expiation.] Amends-deed, penance, re- 
pentance. 

c 1000 Ags. Gosp. Matt, iii, 2 Doc$ died bote, c 1160 
Hatton G. ibid., DoS deadbote. c 1x73 Lamb. Horn. 21 Mid 
sodcSe dedbote his sunne bi reowsumnesse. c 1200 Ormin 
9x91 Sannt Johan, .bigann to spellenn }? a Wi]?b fulluht off 
da:dbote. a 1225 Ancr. R. 372 Bireousunge and dedbote 
uor sunne. 1340 Ayenb. 33 Amendinge and dedbote. 13 . . 
Verses Palrn-S unday in Ret. Aritiq. i l. 243 Wyth sorwthe 
of herte and schryft of mouthe, Doth deedbote this tyme 
nouth. 

t Bee*ded, a. Obs. [f. Deed sb. + -ed 2.] 
Characterized by deeds (of such a kind). 

x6o6 Warner A lb. Eng. 377 Well educated of the king, and 
proving nobly deeded. 

Deedeed : see Dee v. 

Beedful (drdfuD,#. [f. Deed sb. + -ful.] Full 
of deeds, active, effective. 

1834 Blackw. Mag. XXXV. 150 He is a trusty and deedful 
friend to that bold, .insurgent. 1842 Tennyson To — ,A deed- 
ful life. 1879 J. Todhuntkr Alcestis 3 That fair past. 
Bright with our deedful days, is all our own. 

Hence Bee-dfully adv., actively, effectively. 

16x5 T. Adams Lycanthropy 9 It is not yet enough to go 
speedfully and heeafully except also deedfully. 

Beedily (tl refill),. adv. dial. [f. Deedy* -ly 2 .] 
Actively, busily. 

1813 Jane Austf.n Lett . II. 173 They are each [busy] 
about a rabbit net, and sit as deedily to it, side by side, as 
any two Uncle Franks, could do. 1815 — Emma U870) 
II, x. 204 Frank Churchill, .most deedily occupied about her 
spectacles. 1839 Burton in JrnL Geog. Soc . XXIX. 241 
They row in * spirts’, applying deedily to their paddling. 
tDee*ding, vbl. sb. Obs. rare — 1 , [f. Deed sb. 
+ -TNG b] Actual doing, carrying out in deed. 

1606 Warner Alb. Eng \ xvi. ciii. 407 And in the Deeding 
none more tough. 

T Dee*dle. Ohs. or dial. An alteration of devil. 
1653 U rquhart Rabelais 1. xii, What a deedle [quediauire], 
you are it seems but bad horsemen. 

Bee’dless, a. Without action or deeds. 

1398 Rowlands Betray, Christ 28 Thy deedlesse words, 
words vnconflrined by truth, a 1625 Fletcher Bloody Bro. 
iv. iii, Th' undaunted power of Princes should not be Con- 
fin'd in deedless cold calamity. 1890 Blackie To Mr. 
Gladstone in Fall Mall G. Mar., And to dull length of 
deedless days retire. 

b. Of persons: Performing no deeds, doing 
nothing, inactive ; also dial, incapable, helpless. 

1606 Shaks. Tr. <$• Cr. iv. v. 98 Firme of word, Speaking 
in deedes, and deedelesse in his tongue. 1621 G. Sandys 
Ovid's Met. vii. (1626) 140 The generous Horse. .Grones at 
his manger, and there deedlesse dyes. 2718 Po'*e Iliad v. 
796 What art thou,who, deedless, look’st ar )und? 1335 Robin- 
son Whitby Gloss., Deedless, helpless, indolent. * A deedless 
sort of a body/ 1870 Morris Earthly Par. I. n, 503 As 
deedless men they there must sit. 

Dee d poll, deed-poll. Also 6 poll deed. 

[See Poll.] Law , A deed made and executed by 
one party only ; so called because the paper or 
parchment is £ polled J or cut even, not indented, 
[1523 Fitzherb, Sum. 20 Estates made of free lande by 
poije aede or dede indented.] 1388 Fraunce Lawiers Logs, 
u. iii. 89 b. The nature of a deede indented and a deede 
polle. 2628 Coke On Litt. 229 A Deed poll is that which 
Is plaine without any indenting, so called, because it is cut 
euen, or polled. 2767 Blackstone Comm. II. 296. 2S18 
Cruise^ Digest >ed. 2^ IV. 357 George jEverinden by deed- 
poll. .did give, grant, and confirm, to his two daughters, all 
the rents and profits of two tenements. 2847 C. G. Addison 
Law of Contracts 1. i. § 1 (1883' 22 Deed poll. 

Deeds, dial, form of deads (see Dead a. B. 4), 
waste material from an excavation. 

1803 C. Finlater Agric. Sum. Peebles 132 (Jam.) What is 
taken out of the ditch (vernacularly the deeds) [to be] thrown 
behind this facing to support it. 2825 Brockett N. C. 
Words, Deeds, rubbish of quarries or drains. 

Deed-sicke, -sleyer : see Dead a. D. 2. 
De-educate : see De- II. 1. 


Beedy (drdi), a. dial. [f. Deed sb. + -yl ; 
found first in the combination Ill-deedy.] 

I . Full of deeds or activity ; active. 

[c 1460 Towneley Myst. 320 Riche and ille-dedy, Gederand 
and gredy. _ 2533 Lyndesay Satyre 4028 Luke quhat it is to 
be evil-deidie.] 26x5 T. Adams Lycanthropy 7 In a mes- 
senger.. is required, .that he be speedy, that he be heed y, 
and that he be deedy. 2623 Bingham Xenophon 72 The 
horse of that Country are. .more deedy, and full of xnetall. 
2722 Cibber Double Gallant iii. 1, If she is not a Deedy 
lit at the Bottom, I'm no Jockey. 2787 Grose Provinc. 
Gloss., Deedy , industrious, notable. Berksh. 2876 J. Ellis 
Caesar in Egypt 135 A deedy conclave were we. 2883 G. 
Macdonald Castle Warlock I. xvii. 263 Grizzie was live as 
the new day, bustling and deedy. [Also in Glossaries of 
Mid- Yorks., Whitby, Berks., Hampshire , etc.] 

T 2 . Actual, real, Obs. rare. 

2781 Cowper Let. to Newton 18 Mar., There are soldiers 
quartered at Newport and at Olney. These .. performed 
all the manoeuvres of a deedy battle, and the result was 
that this town was taken. 2788 — Let. to Lady Hesketh 
27 June, Retirement indeed, or. .what we call deedy retire- 
ment. 

Deef(f, deefe, obs. forms of Deaf. 

+ Deeftd, defull, var. of, or error for delful \ 

Doleful. 

c 1380 Sir Fermnb. 4208 ‘Alas !’ said he.. ‘jus is a deefiil 
kyng ! ’ c 1460 Emare 606 Series this ys a fowle case, And 
a defull dede. 

Deeken, obs. form of Deacon. 

DeeL e, obs. ff. Deal, Deil (Devil\ Dole. 
De-electrify, de-eleetricize : see De- II. 1. 
Beem (dzm),z\ Forms : I deeman, 1-2 ddman, 
2-4 demen, 2-7 deme, (3-6 deame, 4-5 dem, 
deyme, 5 dyme, 6 Sc. deim, 7 dim), 4-7 deeme, 
5- deem. Pa. t. and pa. pple . deemed : 1 ddmde, 
ddmed, 2-7 dempt. [A Common Teut. derivative 
vb. ; OE. deeman, dhnan *= OFris. dema, OS. 
a-do?nian (Du. docmen), OHG. tuomian, tuotnen 
(MUG. tiiemen ), ON. d&ma (dsema), (Sw. dam a, 
Da. domme\ Goth, dbmjan OTeut. *dbwjan, f. 
dSmo-z, Goth, dom-s, judgement. Doom. Cf. 
Deme sb., Doom v.] 

I I . intr. To give or pronounce judgement; to 
act as judge, sit in judgement ; to give one's deci- 
sion, sentence, or opinion ; to arbitrate. Obs. 

In OE, construed with a dative of the person, ‘to pro- 
nounce judgement to, act as judge to’, equivalent to the 
trans. sense in 2. 

c 833 Vesp. Psalter ii. 10 Alle cSa $e doemaS eorSan. 971 
Blickl. Horn. 11 He cymej> to demenne cwicum & deadum. 
c 1000 Ags. Gosp. Matt. vii. 2 Witodlice dam ylcan dome J>e 
ge detnao, eow by<$ xedemed. — John viii. 15 Ge demad 
sefter flsesce, ic ne deme nanum men [c 2x60 Hatton G,, 
Ich ne deme nane men], a 1300 Cursor M. 17415 (Cott.), If 
yee j an rightwisli wil deme, Yeild vs ioseph pat yee suld 
yeme. 1303 Gower Conf. I. 304. They, .toke a juge ther- 
upon . . And bede him denien in this cas. c 2440 Capgra ve St. 
Katk. in. 1464 She . . Spak and commaunded, bothe dempte 
and wrot. 1556 in W. H. Turner Select. Rec. Oxford 262 To 
arbytrate, deme, and judge betwixt the said Citie and. . 
John Wayte. ^ 1579 Spenser Sheph. Cal. Aug. 137 Newer 
dempt more right of beautye I weene The shepheard of Ida 
that iudged beauties Queene. 

f 2 . trans. To judge, sit in judgement on (a per- 
son or cause). Obs. 

The construction with a personal object takes, in Northum- 
brian and. ME., the p^ce of the OE. const, with dative in t. 

c 950 Lindisf. Gosp. Matt. vii. 2 In <Cem dome gie doemes 
ge biSon jedoemed [Rttskw. GL ge beoj> doemde], — John 
viii. 25 Ic ne doemo teni^ne monno^ c 1200 Trin. Coll. 
Horn. 171 Ure drihten cumeS al middeneard to demen. 
Ibid. 225 k at sa l deme » e quica and }> e deade. a 1300 
Cursor M, 2x965 (Cott.), In )>e first he com dempt to De. 
1382 Wyclif John xvi. xx The prince of this world is now 
dernyd. 1483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 59/2 Moyses satte & 
juged & demed the peple fro moryng vnto euenyng. 1596 
Spenser F. Q. iv. iii. 4 At th’ one side sixe iud.;es were dis- 
pos’d, To view and deeme the deedes of armes that day. 
1605 Heywood i st Pt. If you knov/ not me Wks. 1874 I. 
203_ Deeme her offences, if she baue offended, With all the 
lenity a sister can. 1609 Skene Reg. Maj. 1x1 Thou Judge 
be ware, for as ye deme, ze sail be demed,. 

Tb. To rule (a people) as a judge. Obs. 
a 1300 Cursor M. 7283 (Cott/, Fourti yeir dempt he israel. 
c 1330 R. Brunne Chron. (18x0)280 Edward^ now he wille, 
]>at Scotlond be wele gemed, And streitly in skille }> or gk 
wise men demed. 

C. To administer (law), arch. 

*393 Langl. P. PL C. v. 175 By led. men and lyf-holy my 
lawe shai be dem yd. 1718 Bp. Wilson in Keble Life xii. 
(1863) 397 That . . the 24 Keys may be called, according to 
the statute and constant practice to deem the law truly. 
1887 Hall Caine Deemster viii 54 The Deemster was 
a hard judge, and deemed the laws in rigour, 
t d. To decide (a quarrel). Obs. 

1494 Fabyan Citron, v. exxv. 105 To suffre his quarell to 
be dernyd by dynt of swerde atwene them two. 

f 3 . To sentence, doom, condemn (to some 
penalty, to do or suffer something), Obs. 

a 1000 Elene 500 (Gr.) Svva he.. to ewale moni^e Cristes 
folces demde, to deaj>e. c 117s Lamb. Horn. 73 He wurS 
idemed to kolien wawe mid dovelen in helle. c iaoo Trin. 
Coll. Horn. 223 pe sulle ben to deaSe idemd. a 1390 Cursor 
M. 15343 To-morn dat sal i be dempt On rode tre to hang. 
c 2386 Chaucer Sompn. T. 316 For which 1 deme the to 
detn certayn. 2426 Audelay Poems 12 Leve he is a Iyere, 
his dedis thai done hym deme- 1529 Rastell Pastyme 
(i8ii) 243 For whiche rebell yon they were there dernyd to 
dethe. 2602 in J. Mill Diary (1889) 18b John Sinclair., 
is dempt to quyt his guddis. 


DEEM. 


BEEP. 


+ b. fig. To pass (adverse) judgement upon; to 
condemn, censure. Obs. 

a 1300 Cursor M. 28148 (Cott.) 0 >er men dedis oft i 
demyd. 1488 Caxton Chast. Goddes Ckyld. 21 Many 
thynges they deme and blame. 1500-20 Dunbar Poems 
xviii. 36 Wist thir folkis that vthir demis, How that thair 
sawis to vthir semis. 1555-86 Satir. Poems Reform, xxxvii. 

J 3 Do quhat 3e dovv, detractouris ay will deme 30U. 1598 

>. Fergusson Scot. Prov.t Dame, deem warily ; ye watna 
wha wytes yersell. 

f 4 . To decree, ordain, appoint ; to decide, deter- 
mine ; to adjudicate or award (a thing to a person). 

c goo tr. Bseda's Hist 1 v. xxix [xxviii.] (1891) 368 Ne waes 
<$a hweSre sona his hal^unge &edemed. a 1000 Exeter Bk. 
vii. 16 Nasf re God demeS ji>£et sen 15 eft f»es earm geweoroe. 
c 1175 Lamb. Horn. 95 He demaS stiSne dom f?am forsune- 
$ede. c 1205 Lay. 460 He habbe '5 idemed pat ich am due 
ofer heom. Ibid. 22116 He hsehte alle cnihtes demen rihte 
domes, a 1300 Cursor M. 21443 (Cott.) pe quen has biden 
us to deme To pe al pat to right es queme.^ c 1386 Chaucer 
Doctor's T. 199, I deme anoon this clerk his seruaunt haue, 
1399 Rolls of Parlt. III. 432/1 The Lordes. . deme and 
ajuggen and decreen, that [etc], c 1400 Destr. Troy 606 
Whateuer ye deme me to do. 1464 Past on Lett. No. 493 II. 

1 66 Fynes therefore dempt or to be dempt. 1483 Caxton 
Gold. Leg. 72/2 In demyng of rightful domes. 1503-4 Act 
19 Hen. V 1 I\ c. 38 Prearab., It was enacted stablisshed or- 
deyned demed & declared .. that [etc]. 1568 Grafton 
Chron . II. 13 The Epistle, in the which Gregory . . demed 
that the Church of Yorke and of London should be even 
Peres, a 1605 Montgomerie Fly ting 373 Syne duelie they 
deemde, what death it sould die. 

tb. To decide (to do something). Obs. 
c 1340 Gain. <§• Gr. Knt. 1089 Je han demed to do pe dede 
pat I bidde. 

I 5 . To form or express a judgement or estimate 
on ; to judge, judge of, estimate. Obs. 

a 3:225 After. R. 290 Ener bihold hire wur$ pet he paide 
uor hire, and dem perefter pris. c 1325 E. E. A Hit. P. (A.) 
3x2 To leue no tale he true to tryge, Bot pat hys one skyl 
may dem. 1388 Wycuf Matt. xvi. 4 Thanne 3e kunne 
deme the face of heuene, but je moun not wite the tokenes 
of tymes. c 1400 Rom. Rose 2200 A clierle is demed by his 
dede. 1533 Elyot Cast. Helthe Proem (1541) A iv b, 

I desyre men to deme well myne intente. 1596 Spenser 
Hymne Love 168 Things hard gotten men more dearely 
deeme. 

f b. To judge between (things), to distinguish, 
discern. Obs. 

1530 Palsgr. 511/1 A blynde man can nat deme no coulours. 
1581 Rich Farewell (1846' 67 He is not able to deeme 
white from blacke, good from badde, vertue from vice. 
1596 Spenser F. Q. v. i. 8. Thus she him taught In all the 
skill of deeming wrong and right. 

t c. intr. To judge of, to distinguish between. 

2340 Ayenb. 82 pet hi ne conne yknawe pane day uram pe 
nygt, ne deme betuene grat and smal. a 1542 Wyat Of 
Courtiers Life 94 Nor Flaunders chere lettes not my syght 
to deme Of blac'ke and white. 1586 A. Day Eng, Secretary 
1; (1625) 27 Here, by judging of our estate, thou maist 
accordingly deeme of our pleasures. Ibid. n. hi Convers- 
ing among such as have discretion to deeme of a Gentleman. 
6 . To form the opinion, to be of opinion ; to judge, 
conclude, think, consider, hold. (The ordinary 
current sense.) 

a. intr. ov absol. (Now chiefly parenthetical.) 

a 800 Corpus Gloss. 4(0 Ceuseo, doema. c 900 tr. B&da's 
Hist. 1. xvi. [xxvii.] (1890) 86 pses pe ic demo [ut arbiiror], 
c xooo Mvmc Gram. xxvi. (Z.) 155 Censeo ic deme ofc< 5 e ic 
asmeaje. c 1385 Chaucer L. G. W. 1244 {Dido) And demede 
as hem. liste. c 1386 — Clerk's T. 932 For sche is fairer, as 
thay demen alle, Than is Grisild. a 1400 Relig. Pieces fr. 
Thornton MS. 1x867) 20 To feie and with resone to deme. 
1586 A. Day Eng. Secretary it. (1625) 13 He is not. here in 
the countrey, but as I deeme and you have enformed, about 
London. 1725 Pork Odyss. in. 61 He too, I deem, implores 
the power divine. 

b. with obj. and complement (sb., adj. or pfile., or 
infin. phrase ; f formerly often with for, as). 

c 1205 Lay. 22x40 pene Pe king demde for-Iore. a 1225 
Ancr. R. 120 pet tu schalt demen pi suluen wod. a 1300 
Cursor M. 26814 (Cott.) It mai nan him for buxum deme. 
1340-70 Alex. 4* Dind. 218 Oure doctourus dere, demed for 
wise. £1400 Lanfrands Cirnrg. 102, I demede him for 
deed. <71450 St. Cuthbert (Surtees) 5x63 pai demed It 
belter air to dye. 1548 Hall Chron. 191 b, What so ever 
jeoperdy or perill might bee construed or demed, to have 
insued. 1581 Pettie Guazzo's Civ. Conn. 1. (1586) 33 
A_ vertue which you deeme yourselfe to have. 1628 Digby 
Voy. Medit. 51 , 1 deemed it much my best and shortest way, 
1681 P. Rycaut Critick 202 He went to the House of the 
World, which was always deemed for a Deceiver. 1697 
Dkyden Virg. Past. j. 9. For ■never, can. "I. deem him less 
than God. 1754 _Shebbkare_ Matrimony (1766) L 45 
Deemed: as very unjust in Gaming,' xZuj Jarman Powell's 
Devises II. 293 A general permission ..appears to have 
/ been deemed sufficient, *852 Miss Yonce Cameos I. xxxii. 
277 Harold, .deemed it time to repress these inroads. 1875 
Jowett Plato (ed % 2) V. 398 Works ... which, have been 
deemed to fulfil their design fairly. 

. c. with that and clause. 

c 1205 Lay.' 24250 Men gunnen demen pat nes i nane londe 
burh nan svva hende. ' C1386 Chaucer Man of Law's T. 
940, I ought to deme. .That in the salte see my wyf is deed. 
c 1430 Lyi>g. Bochasi. li. (15441 5a, Nembroth, .Dem.pt, .He 
transcended al other of noblesse* c 1450 Merlin to She demed ■ 
that it was the enrny that so hadde hlr hegiled. *597 Hooker 
Reel Pol v. i. (1611) 184 . Wee.' may boldly, deeme there is ■ 
neither, where both are. not.. 1739 Melmoth Fi/zosb. Lett. 
(1763) 291 Nor dempt 'he, simple wight, no mortal may The 
blinded ■. god . . when he list, . foresay. ; .1887 ' Bowen ■ Virgil 
ABneid 11. 371 (1889) 126' .Deeming We come with forces 
allied. 

' 7 . intr. To judge or think (in a specified way) of 
a person or thing, 1 ■ 
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c 1384 Chaucer H. Fame 11. 88 Thow demest of i *y «> f e 
amys. c 1400 Rom. Rose 2198 Of hem noon other deme 
I can. <72440 Generydes 4710 Wele I wote m hym ye demyd 
amys. 2581 Sidney AloL Poetrie (Arb.) 24 Let ys see how 
the Greekes named it [Poetry], and howe they deemed ot it. 
1586 A. Day Eng. Secretary 1. <1625) X46.I shall, .give you 
so good occasion to deerae well of me. 2667 Milton r. la. 
vm. 599 Though higher of the genial Bed by far, Ana 
with mysterious reverence I deem. 1762 Blackstone in 
Gutch Coll Cur. II. 362 These capital mistakes, .occasion d 
the Editor, .to deem with less reverence of this Roll. 1014 
Scott Wav. lxi, Where the ties of affection were highly 
deemed of. 1860 J. P. Kennedy Horse Shoe A. ix. 105, 
I cannot deem otherwise of them, 
f 8. To think to do something, to expect, hope. 
<71400 A/ol Loll 51 Symon Magus . . was reprouid of 
Petre, for he demid to possede pe 3eft of God bi money. 
2819 Byron Juan 11. clxxii, A creature meant lo be her 
happiness, and whom she deem’d To render happy. ^ 
f 9 . trans. To think of (something) as existent; 
to guess, suspect, surmise, imagine. . Obs. 

c 1400 Destr. Troy 528 Ne deme no dishonesty in your 
derfe hert, pof I put me pus pertly my purpos to shewe. 
1470-85 Malory Arthur x. xxvi, As Kynge mark redde 
these letters, he demed treson by syr Tristram. _ 2586 A. 
Day Eng. Secretary 1. (1625) 114 Your imaginations doe 
already deeme the matter I must utter. 1598-9 Pansmus 

1. (1661) 15 All the companie began to deeme that which 
afterward proued true. 

b. intr. To think of, have a thought or idea of. 
2S14 Cary Dante (Chandoi) 302 The shining of a flambeau 
at his back Lit sudden ere he deem of its approach. 28x8 
Byron Ch. Har.iv, cxxxvii, Something unearthly which 
they deem not of. 

f 10 . trans. To pronounce, proclaim, celebrate, 
announce, declare; to tell, say, utter. Also intr. 
with of. [An exclusively poetic sense, found already 
in OE., probably derived from sense 4. Cf. also 
ON. datma in poetry, to talk.] 

<21000 Fat. A fast. (Gr.) 10 pier hie dryhtnes m deman 
sceoldon, reccan fore rmeum. a xooo Guthlac (Gr.) 498 
pact we aefmstra dasde demen, seegen dryhtne lof ealra para 
bisena. c 1205 Lav, 23059 JElles ne cunne we demen fr 2275 
telle] of ArSures deden. <71325 E. E. A Hit. P. C. 119 
Dyngne Dauid. .pat demed pis speche, In a psalme. <7x330 
R. Brunne Chron. Wace (Rolls) 154 Alle per lymmes, Jiow 
pai feseined, In his buke has Dares demed, Both of 1 'roie 
& of Grece. <7x350 Will Paleme 15 1 Hire deth was neij 
di 3t, to deme pe sope, a 1400-50 Alexander 2232 pan he 
dryfes to pe duke, as demys \Dnbl. MS. tellys] pe textis. 
<2x547 Surrey Aeneid u. 156 Then somegan deme to me 
'I 'he cruel! wrek of him that framde the craft [crudele cane- 
bant artificis scelus). 

f b. with double obj. T 0 celebrate as, style, call, 
name, poetic. Obs . 

C1325 E. E. A Hit . P. B. X020 Forpy Pe derk dede see hit 
is demed ener more. Ibid. x6n Baltazar. .pat now is demed 
Danyel of deme coninges. 

fBeem (&im),sb. Obs. [f. Deem v.] Judge* 
ment, opinion, thought, surmise. 

1606 Shaks, Troylus 4 Cressida iv. iv, 6 r Troy. Here me 
my loue: be thou but true of heart, Cres. I true? how 
now? what wicked deeme is this ? 1629 Gaulk Holy 

Madn. 163 Honour what is it; but an imposed. .Might, 
and Deeme ? 1648 Syaimons Find. Ckas . /, 292 Much wrong 
should they have in the world's deem. 

Deeme, obs. form of Dime. 

Deemed (clfmd), ppl. a. [f. Deem v. + -id.] 
Judged, thought, supposed. 

x 667 H. More Divine Dial 11. xxviii. 346 Then with pure 
Eyes thou shall behold.. That deemed mischiefs are no 
harms. 1672 Milton P. R. i, 21 And with them came Front 
Nazareth the son of Joseph deemed. 

Deemer (drum). Forms: I doemere, 1-5 
ddmere, 3 demare, 3-5 demer, 5-6 demar, 5- 
deemer. [OE. dasmere, f. ddman to Deem ; see 
-er k] One who deems. 

1 1 . A judge. Obs. 

0950 Lindisf. Gosp. Matt. xu. 27 Da doemeras [indicts] 
bi 5 on iuera. a izz$ After. R. 306 Let skile sitten ase 
demare upon pe dom stol. 238a Wycuf Ps. vii. xs God 
ri^twis demere [138© lust iuge|. <7 2440 York Myst . xxiii. 
142 So schall bothe heuen & belle He demers of” pis dede, 

<r 1440 Promp. Pan*. 2x8 Demur (P. or domes man , judiat- 
tor. c 2580 C*tkss Pembroke Ps. cxlx. V ii, Then be my 
causes deemer. 

2 . One who deems, judges, or opines; tone who 
censures or (nn favourably) criticizes others. 

C1410 Love Bonavmt. Mlrr. xv, 37 (Gibbs MS.) pat powe 
be not a presunipmouse and temerarye deemer ofoper men, 
2500-20 Dunbar Poems xviii, 42 To wirk vengeance on ane 
demar. 2557 Sir J. Chkkr in T. Hoby tr. Ctutig Hone’s 
Courtyer (1562) ad fin.. Counted ouerstraight a deemer of 
thinges. *620 Bar rough Met A. Physick Ep, Ded. (*639) a 
Plato that most grave and wise deemer of the suite tyranni- 
cal. ■ 2854 Trench Synon N. T. xl 44 Our profound English 
proverb, ‘ 111 doers are ill deemers 

fb. One that distinguishes or discriminates. Ohs. 
c 1400 Lanfrands Cirnrg. 29 Ne pe skyrt of pe fyngris ersdb 
. .ne schulde nou^t be a good demere in knowyttge hoot, 
cold [etc.]. 2548-77 Vicary Anat. ii (x888) 23 The Sklnne 

..is made temperate, because he should be a good deemer 
of heate from colde. 

Deeming (clrmirj), vbl. $b. [-mo i»] 
fl* Jndging, judgement. Obs. 

2303 R. Brunne Handl Sytme 2495 3yf he demep pyty- 
fully At hys demyng getyp he mercy, c 2440 Promp. Pam, 
21S/X Demynge or dome. Judicium. <72450 Mirmtr Salma- 
cioun 4197 'fins wise shafle crist. . the day of his demyng. 

2 . The forming or expressing of a judgement or 
opinion ; thinking, opining ; f censure ; f a sur- 
mise or suspicion. 


2340 Ayenb . 27 pe venimouse herte of pe enuiouse zene- 
aep.. ine ualse demynges. 1476 Sir J. Easton in Lett. 
No. 771 III. 152 Iff f had hadde any demyng off my lordvs 
dethe iiij howrs or he dyed. 1500-ao Dunbar Poems xviii. 
25 God send tharne a widely wicht, That can not lat sic 
demyng be. . 2513 Douglas Muds x. ix. x Nane incertane 
rumor nor demyng, Bot sovyr bod word cam thar. 2580 
Hollyband Treas. Fr. Tong, Souspecon, suspicion, deeming. 
2697 f. Sergeant Solid Philos. 418 Doubts, Deemings, and 
Uncertainties. 2821 Byron Sardan. 11. i. 379 You may do 
your own deeming. 

Deemster (drmstai). [One of the modem 
representatives of ME. demeslre, in form fern, of 
demere Deemer, judge ; the other (and, phoneti- 
cally, more regular form) is Dempster, q.v. The 
form deemster is that proper to the Manx judges, 
and has been used in the general sense as a histo- 
rical archaism by some modern writers.] 

1 . A judge. Obs. or arch, in general seme. 

[<*1300 Cursor M. 5585 (Fairf. > Prest & demestre f>. rr. 

demister, demmepster, domes man] forsothesay I.— -For other 
examples see Dempster. 3 2748 Richardson Clarissa (xS xxt 
VI. xlix. 206 The deemster, or judge, delivers to the woman 
a rope, a sword, arid a ring. ■ 2820 Edin. Rev, X XXIV,' 292 
King Sigurd . . craved that the deemsters should pronounce 
sentence of outlawry. 2857 Sir J'*- Palgravk Norm. 4- 
Eng. 1 1 ,. 258 The decree was the Deemster's ‘ Breast law % 

2 . The title of each of the two justices of the Isle 
of Man, one of whom has jurisdiction over the 
southern, the other over the northern division of 
the ishind. 

2622 Speed Theai. Gt. Brit, xlvt, [16x4) 91/x All con- 
troversies are there [Man i Ilstnd] determined by certain* 
judges, .and them they call Deemster* and chose forth among 
themselves. 1656 j. Chalonek Deter. /. of Mew in Dr. 
King Vale Roy all iv. 30 There are four Merchants, chosen 
..and sworn by the Deemsters, ,*863 JKkbi.e Life Bp. 
Wilson v. 163 The steward was assisted in these trials by 
one or both of the Deemsters. 2883 Birin, Weekly Post 
25 Dec. 3/5 His honour Richard Slier wood, her Majesty's 
Northern Deemster, or ^second judge of the island , . Deems- 
ter Sherwood was appointed one of the judges of the island 
in March last. 

Deen(e, obs. forms of Dean 5 , Din. 

Bee-nettle : see 1 )ea-nkttuc. 

Deep' (dfp'\ a. Forms: 1 diop, cMop, 2-3 
deop, dep, (3 dop, deap, dup, 4 dipe, dupe, 
dnppe, {Ayenb,} dyep), 4-6 depe, (5 deype, 5-6 
Sc. deip, 6 deapo, diep(e), 5-7 deep©, 4- deep. 
Compar. deeper ; in 1 ddopre, 4 deppe re, 4-6 
depper. Super L deepest ; in 1 d6opoat, 4 dep- 
perste, 4-5 deppest e, 5 dctppisfe, dyppent. [A 
Com. Tent, adj. ; OK, dbp, diop ■-» OFrii, dbp, diap t 
diep , OS. diop, ditip (M Du. , Du., I .G. diep rf OHG. 

mod.Oer. /«/*), ON * djupr (Sw. djtip. 
Da. dyh), Goth, diups OlVut. *tkitpo*%, -<h -o ’, 
belonging to an ablaut series deuf-, daup* % dup ~ , 
whence OK. dyppan • :~dupjan) to I'm*: pre-Teut. 
root dkub : dhup. The regular early M E. form was 
dtp; the forms dipe, dup, diipe, dyep , correspond 
to an OE. by- form. diepe % d}pe % with ablaut ; perh* 
taken from a/epe, dype , Deep sb.J 
I. Literal senses. 

1 . Having great or considerable extension clown-, 
ward. 

854 Chart, in Cod. Dipl, V. 111 Of lasari ftoroe t© tifa&pm 
deflc. <7X000 Ays. €mp. Joins iv. t% 1 »«h |»yit h deep. 
<7 1*05 Lay. 647 lie letie maklen mtm tliepe wm wntitrlkhe 
deop [ex, *75 swi|jc deap), 1*97 M. Gicitie, 1 17x4) 6 Grente- 
brugge and Hontyndo m (have) truest pknte of dup feu, 
c 2300 Si. Brandon 574 Ich un 4 e him in » dupe dkl», 13. . 
Poems fr. Vermm MS. 578 Schip is more dicer m luitel 
water pen in pe deape »e. 1340 Ayenb. 964 llelle b. .dyep 
wyh-oute hat me. c 24 m Armo. A if A. xvii, It* a dale de.pt. 
e X459 SL Cuthbert iSmteesi 1679 Twa mnm fr* he 

depo se. 2559' W, Cunningham Cmmogr, Glaus 44 The 

g reat® dee].»e valleis, 2594 Shaks. Rif It, ///, 1. i. 4 In the 
cepe botome of the Ocean btiried. a Tmv , 

v. 233 Wee buried the tdaysse people in deep graves. *774 
< Ioluhm. A ‘at. Hist, (17761 1 . 3S0 Holes, deep an not to 
.be fathomed. 2829 Shelley Fragm, Serpent 4 Through 
the deep grast of the meadow, 2860 ‘I'vnuai t, Gimkrs 1, 
vii, 55 [ Hie stream) had cut a deep gorge in the clean ice. , 
b. Having great or considerabW exirnmm inward 
from the surface or exterior, or backward from the 
front. 

fi x ooe* Riddles l vii. 4 (Gr.) fkuAfJrfitisiu fens, A’wpw 
dolj^a, exago/W. HA. / * i'mma tli'oi *0 1 His wtutd 
dop tmt wide, a 2300 Cursor M. ? ft un, file., ymh 
itHodepe desert, cum ihstr. Troy 1E76 I-Ni'pe waaiMles 
to the dethe, *513 Douclas Mmi$ vi*. vitt, «■ .Many 
wild btittis den end deip eavcrtit. tttt j, Pavikk tr, 
Olmrims Voy, A mbmt, W She jm*wf»trd tre u ILmtlkcr- 
cher . . with a deep friswlge, x«5as tlmj&r. Ahtroyr. xM 
AdeepConvex-gla-s, 1703 Utmm Me h. Exch, say Make 
the Roams next the Front deeper, or »liallower, *775 
■ W KAXAI4* Tour North. Europe 303 Very deep and gloomy 
wood*, of twenty English miles in length. 18*0 StiKitsY 
Summer Winter %% When birds cite In the deep' fcrntu*. 
284a Tewyscw Mori*. £f Arthur 5 Hh wound wMdeep* 

2. Having: a (specified I dinutnsion tlownwaid. 

The depth is sometimes indicated by prefixing a word 
giving ili® equivalent of m omuetre, a < unhfa, kueedttp. 

a xooo CMamm't Gm, (Gr.) Eiueua htod deesp ©for 
d»tt«t Sod « !»*. e Paffml. em if mb , . 1, toy Twa foot# 
de-pe » good for cunse tillage. *5^4 itt W II, Tun wtSoUet. 
Mm, Oxford 3H6 He penned the wakr but urn fm * te deepe. 
2:608 Mi imsntw 3 /ad World in, THU' puts iwe in mind; of 
a hole »«v«ia foot d «ep; my grave, WtitSTow Tk 
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, Barth n. (1722) 221 The Waters might cover the Earth in 
general about 50 Miles deep. 1826 Scott Woodst. xxviii, 
Long grass . . almost ancle-deep in dew. 1832 Examiner 
, 44/2 The ditch .. was eight feet deep. 1875 F. Hall in 
Lippincoit’s Mag. XVI. 750/2 The mud was everywhere 
ankle-deep. 

b. Having a (specified) dimension inward from 
the surface, outer part, or front ; spec, (with simple 
numeral prefixed) of persons, chiefiy soldiers, 
having (so many) ranks standing one behind an- 
other. 

1646 H. Lawrence Comm. Angells 63 The pleasure is but 
skin deepe. 1698 Fryer Acc. E. India 107 The first File. . 
•was as deep as the Street would admit. 1703 Moxon Meek. 
Exerc, 127 The Front-Room is 25 Foot, and the Back- 
Room T5 Foot deep. 1780 Langton in Boswell Johnson 
(1848/646/2 The company began to collect round him., 
four, if not five deep. 1835 Burnes Trav. Bokhara (ed. 2) 

I. 133 Five regiments, .drawn up in line, three deep. 1838 
Thirlwall Greece III. xxiii. 280 The Thebans, .stood five- 
and-twenty deep. 

3. Placed or situated far (or a specified distance) 
down or beneath the surface ; of a ship, low in the 
water, b. Far in from the margin, far back. 

<rxooo Ags. Ps. cxiv. 8 J>u mine sawle . . ofer deopum deaj>e 
geheddest. a 1340 Hampole Psalter ix . 8 par hat has synned 
mare sail be deppest in Hell. ^ c 1400 Maundev. (1839) xxiv. 
255 This Lond of Cathay is in Asye the depe. 1641 Bp. of 
Lincoln in Cobbett Pari. Hist. 1807 II. 798 Yet shall you 
find St. Paul . . intermeddle, knuckle deep, with Secular 
Affairs. 1669 Sturm' y Mariner's Mag. 1. ii. 19 It is a hot 
Ship, but deep and foul . . a Prize worth fighting for. 1697 
'Dryden Virg. Georg, m. 548 The frozen Earth lyes buried 
there . . seven Cubits deep in Snow. 1720 De Foe Capt. 
Singleton xiv. (1840) 246 We were now a very deep ship, 
having near two hundred tons of goods on board. 1842 E. 
Wilson Anat. Vade M. 334 The deep veins are situated 
among the deeper structures of the body. 1885 Gen. Grant 
Personal Mem. I. xxi. 297 A portion of the ground . . was 
two feet deep in water. 

4 . Of physical actions : Extending to or coming 
from a depth ; also transf of agents. 

1483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 437 b/r He maketh a depe encly- 
nacion. 1589 R. Harvey PI. Perc. 15 To be compted high 
filers and deepe swimmers. 1632 J. Hayward tr. Biondi's 
Eromena 106 Fetching a deepe sigh. 1711 Addison Spect. 
No. 159 f 8, I here fetched a deep sigh. 1784 Cowper Task 
v. 64 Fearful of too deep a plunge. _ i860 Huxley Physiol. 
iv. (1869) ro2 In taking a deep inspiration. 

1 5 . Of ground or roads : Covered with a depth of 
mud, sand, or loose soil. Ohs. 

C1386 Chaucer Friar’s T. 243 Deep was the way, for 
which the carte stood. <7x470 Henry Wallace v. 285 His 
hors stuffyt, for the way was depe and lang. 1523 Act 14- 
35 Hen. VI fl t c. 6 Many other common waies . . be so depe 
and noyous, by wearyng and course of water. 1632 Lithgoiv 
Trav. vi. 253 We . . incountred with such deep sandy ground. 
1748 Smollett Rod. Rand, via, To walk upwards of three 
hundred miles through deep roads. 1828 C. Croker Fairy 
Leg. 167 The roads were excessively deep, from the heavy 
rains. [We now say ‘ deep in mud, dust, etc.’] 

II. Figurative senses. 

* Of things , states , actions, etc. 

8. Hard to fathom or ‘get to the bottom of’; 
penetrating far into a subject, profound. 

cxooo Ags. Ps. xci[i]. 4 Wasran Sine gebancas )>earle 
deope. c xzoo Ormin 5501 Off ail j?e boc i Godess hus 
}?e deope di^hellnesse. Ibid. 7205 Bisshopess off dep lare. 
<7x325 E. E. Allit. P. B. 1609 For his depe diuimtd & 
his dere sawes. c 1450 St. Cuthbert (Surtees) 1553 J?ai left 
all depe questyouns. 1535 Covekdale Ps. xci[ij. 5 Thy 
thoughtes are very depe. 1600 J. Rory tr. Leo’s Africa 11. 
315 A man of deepe learning. i6xx Bible x Cor. ii. 10. 
1708 Ferriar Illustr. of Sterne i. 5 They suppose a work 
to be deep, in proportion to its darkness, i860 Ruskin Mod. 
Painters V. vti. iv. 150 A deep book . . for deep people. 1875 
Helps Anim. <5* Mast. iv. 86 In this work . .hopeful that 
I should find something very deep, and very significant 
b. Lying below the surface ; not superficial; 
profound. 

1856 Emerson Eng. Traits, Char. Wks. (Bohn) II. 60 It 
Is in the deep traits of race that the fortunes of nations are 
written. 1871 Morley Voltaire (1886) 6 In all that belongs 
to its deeper significance. 1874 — Compromise ( 1886) 28 Of 
these deeper causes, the most important . . Is the growth of 
the Historic Method, 

f 7 . Solemn ; grave : a. of oaths, protestations, 
etc. Ohs. (In OE. also of divine messages, etc.: 
Awful, dread, stem.) 

<*xooo Caedmon's Exod. 5x8 (Gr.) Moyses sae~de halite 
spraece, deop asrende. a xooo Gutklac 641 (Gr.) l>urh deopne 
dom. c xooo Ags. Ps. cxxxi. xx pass deopne aj? Drihten 
aswor. ' 1297 R. Glouc. (1724) 233 Grettore op non nys, pan 
by pe olde chyrche of Glastynbury [h]wo so dep op nome. 
1587 Turberv. Trag. T. (1837) IX 7 To sweare by deepe And 
verysolemne othes. 1646 SirT. Browne Pseud. Ep. 1. vii. 25 
Nor are the deepest sacraments, .of any force to perswade. 
1649 Bp. Hall Cases Cause . 59' Beleeving the sellers deepe 
protestation. 

f b. Of grave consequence or effect ; grave, 
serious, weighty, important. Ohs. 

■ 1596 Shaks. x Hen, IV,. 1. iii. xqo'Ile reade you Matter, 
deepe and dangerous. 1605 — Mach. 1. iii. 126 The Instru- 
ments of Darknesse. .Winne vs with honest Trifles, to be- 
tray *s In deepest consequence. 1643 Milton Divorce 1, vi. 
This is 'a deep 'and serious, verity. 17x1 Addison Sped. 
No. 26 r6 A View of Nature in' her deep and solemn Scenes. 

8, As an attribute of moral qualities or of actions 
in which sinking or abasement is present. 

a. Of sin, crime, guilt (into which one may fall 
or sink) : Grave, heinous. 

a xooo Guthlac 830 (Gr.) Onguldon deopra firena. a xooo 
Juliana 301 (Gr.) purh deopne gedwolan. c 1200 Trim. Call. 


Horn, 73 panne pe sin full e manbeoS bi fallen on depe sinne, 
a 1400-50 Alexander 1866 A depe dishonoure do to joure 
name. 1594 Shaks. Rich. Ill ", 11. ii, 28 And _ with a vertuous 
Vizor hide deepe vice. 1605 — Macb. 1. vii. 20 The deepe 
damnation of his taking off. Mod. He is in deep disgrace, 
b. Of humility, or of things humble or lowly. 
<2x225 Ancr. R. 246 Auh habbe ge dope dich of deope 
edmodnesse. 1340 Ayenb. 211 He ssel to god grede mid 
dyepe herte. [1843 Carlyle Pas if Pr. (1858) 159 Letters 
. . answered with new deep humilities.] 

9. Deep-rooted in the breast ; that comes from 
or enters into one’s inmost nature or feelings ; that 
affects one profoundly. 

a 1400-50 A lexander 265 With depe desire of delite. 1594 
Shaks. Rich. Ill , 1, iv. 69 If my deepe prayres cannot ap- 
pease thee. 1697 Dryden Virg. Georg. 1. 451 Deep Horrour 
seizes ev’ry Humane Breast. 1698 Fryer Acc. E. India 
389 A deep sense of Honour. 1709 Steele Taller No. 107 
F 1 , 1 saw in his Countenance a deep Sorrow. 1795 Southey 
Joan of Arc ix. 13 Through every fibre a deep fear Crept 
shivering. 1832 Ht. Martineau Demerara i. 7 Alfred . . 
yet entertained a deep dislike of the system. 1855 Macaulay 
Hist. Eng. III. 107 The matter, they said, is one . . in which 
eveiy Englishman . . has a deep interest. 1891 E. Peacock 
N. Brendoji II. 72 John’s feelings were too deep for 
words. 

10. Said of actions, processes, etc. in which the 
mind is profoundly absorbed or occupied. 

1586 A. Day Eng. Secretary 1. (1625'! 127 From the deep 
consideration and hard suppose of my present evils. 1658 
Sir T. Browne Hydriot. Introd., In the deep Discovery of 
the Subterranean World. 1791 Mrs. Radcliffe Rom. 
Forest v. Gazing on hey with that deep attention which 
marks an enamoured mind. 1841 Lane Arab. Nts. I. 85 
He passed the next night in deep study. 

*t* II. Said of things involving heavy expenditure 
or liability ; expensive ; heavy. Ohs. 

1614 Bp. Hall Recoil. Treat. 616 Ye Merchants lode them 
with deepe and unreasonable prices. 1649 — Cases Consc. 
43 The deep expence he hath beene at. 1655 Fuller Ck. 
Hist. 11. vi. § 5 The people paid deep Taxes. 17x0 Swift 
Jrnl to Stella 29 Sept., I have the first floor, a dining-room 
and bed-chamber, at eight shillings^ week ; plaguy deep. 
1728 Vanbr. & Cib. Prov. Husb. 11. i, Overjoy’d for winning 
a deep Stake. 1781 Cowper Expostulation 608 Chargeable 
with deep arrears. 

b. Of drinking, gaming, or other practices. 

1577 tr. Bullingeds Decades (1592) 131 Deep swearings, 
not only needlesse, but also hurifull. 1709 Swift Adv. 
Relig., That ruinous practice of deep gaming. 1732 Berke- 
ley Alciphr. ii. § 4 She took a turn towards expensive 
Diversions, particularly deep Play. 1827 Scott Jrnl. 8 Jan., 
He could not resist the temptation of deep play. 1838 
Thirlwall Greece V. xlii. 220 Deep drinking was customary 
among the Thracians. [Here there is a mixture of senses.] 
12. Of conditions, states, or qualities: Intense, 
profound, very great in measure or degree. Of 
actions : Powerfully affecting, mighty, influential. 

1605 Bp. Hall Medit. <$■ Vows n. § 50 Without a deepe 
check to my selfe for my backwardnes. x6s6 tr. De Dominis ’ 
Motives 13 This consideration, .hathindeepe measure seized 
upon mee. 1642 Rogers Naaman 11 If the Lord having 
man at a deepe, yea infinite advantage. 1873 Morley 
Rousseau I. x88 That influence, .[gave] a deep and remark- 
able bias, first to the American Revolution, and a dozen 
years afterwards to the French Revolution. 1889 J. M. 
Duncan Dis. Women xx. <ed. 4) 162 And in order to their 
examination, the deep influence of an anaesthetic is necessary. 

b. Said esp. of sleep, silence, and similar con- 
ditions, in which one may be deeply plunged or 
immersed. 

1547 Boorde Brev. Health { 1587V 34 a, The 83. Chapter 
doth shew of a terrible and depe slepe. c 1585 ?J. Polmon 
Famous Battles 262 They maye be wrapped in deepe 
silence. x6ox Holland Pliny I. 84 Drowned in deepe and 
thick darkenes. x6xx Bible 2 Cor. viii. 2 Their deepe 
pouertie abounded vnto the riches of their Iiberalitie. 1734 
tr. R oilin' s Anc. Hist. (1827) VII. xvii. 345 Which at last 
ended in deep consumption. 1805 Wordsvv. Waggoner 1. 6 
In silence deeper far than that of deepest noon. 1853 Kane 
Grinnell Exp. xxxii. (1856) 279 Now comes the deep still- 
ness after it. 

c. Used of the intense or extreme stage of 
winter, night, etc., when nature is ‘plunged’ in 
darkness or death. 

a 1555 Latimer Serm. <$■ Rem. (1845) 323, 1 ^ would be very 
loth, now this deep winter . . to take such a journey. 1593 
Shaks. 2 Hen. VI, 1. iv. 19 Deepe Night, darke Night, the 
silent of the Night. 1607 Topsell Fourf. Beasts ( 1658) 459 
In the deepest cold weather he cometh into the Mountains 
of Norway. 1633 T. Stafford Pac. Hib. To Rdr. 3 In her 
deepe and declining age. 1797 Mrs. Radcliffe Italian vii, 
It was deep night before he left Naples. 1806-7 J. Beres- 
ford Miseries Hum. Life (1826) v. iii, During the deepest 
part of the tragedy. 1821 Joanna Baillie Met . Leg,, 
Columbus xlix, But when the deep eclipse came on. X851 
Hawthorne Wonder Bk., Gorgon’s Head (1879) 87 It was 
now deep night. 

18. Of colour (or coloured objects) : Intense from 
the quantity of colour through or on which one 
looks ; highly chromatic. The opposite of faint, 
thin. 

1555 Eden Decades 236 Iacinthes. .are best that are of 
diepeste colour, c xdoo Shaks. Spun. liv. 5 The canker- 
blooms have full as deep a dye As the perfumed tincture of 
the roses. 1665 Hooke Microgr. 74 Ail manner of Blues, 
from the faintest to the deepest. Ibid., As the liquor grew 
thicker and thicker, this tincture appear’d deeper and deeper. 
x668 Excell. Pen <$* Pencil 81 In putting the deep and dark 
shadows in the Face. 1799 G. Smith Laboratory I. 394 
According as you would have it deeper or lighter, a 1839 
Praed Poems (1864) I. 6 Like the glow of a deep carnation. 
1873 Black Pr. of Thule x . 164 Deeper and deeper grew 
the colour of the sun. 


b. Qualifying names of colours. 

Orig. with sbs. of colour, as ‘a deep blue’ (F. nn bleu 
fence ) ; when the colour word is used as an adj., deep be- 
comes functionally an adv., and is sometimes hyphened : 
cf. Deep adv. 2, 3 b. 

X597 Shaks. Lover's Compl. 2x3 The deepe green e Emrald. 
1665 Hooke Microgr. 73 Of a deep Scarlet colour. 1776 
Withering Brit. Plants (17961 II. 485 Petals, .deep orange. 
1831 Brewster Optics xi. 99 Deep crimson red. 1883 Id pool 
Courier 25 Sept. 4/6 Glittering on the deep blue dome. 

c. Deep mourning : complete or lull mourning : 
that which symbolizes deep grief. 

X722 Lond. Gaz. No. 6084/6 The Coachman in deep 
Mourning. 1762 Goldsm. Cit. W. xviii. p 6 A lady dressed 
in the deepest mourning. 1863 Mrs. Carlyle Lett. III. 167 
[She] was very tall, dressed in deep black, 

14. Of sound (or a source of sound) : Low in 
pitch, grave ; full-toned, resonant. 

1591 Shaks. i Hen. VI, 11. iv. 12 Between two Dogs, which 
hath the deeper mouth. x6xo — Temp. in. iii. 98 That deepe 
and dreadful! Organ-Pipe. 1629 Milton Ode Nativity xiii, 
And let the bass of heaven’s deep organ blow. 1704 Pope 
Autumn 20 And with deep murmurs fills the sounding 
shores. 1828 Scott F. M. Perth ii, * Why, so I can ’ . .said 
one of the deepest voices that ever answered question. 
x886 Pall Mall G. 28 Sept. 14/1 He possesses a very fine 
deep bass voice. 

b. with mixture of senses. Cf. 7 , 9 . 

1605 Shaks. Macb. v, iii. 27 Curses, not lowd, but deepe. 
x8i8 Shelley Rev. Islam vn. vii, They began to breathe 
Deep curses. 

*fl5. Far advanced (in time), late. Ohs. rare. 

1599 B. Jonson Cynthia's Rev. iv. i, I marie how forward 
the day is. .’slight, 'tis deeper than I took it, past five. 

** Of persons , and their faculties. 

10. ‘Having the power to enter far into a sub- 
ject ’ (J.\ penetrating, profound; having profound 
knowledge, learning, or insight. 

exsoo Ormin 7084 patt haffdemi clep innsihht and witt, 
c 1400 Destr. Troy 9237 Of wit noble, Depe of discreckmn. 
1577-87 Holinshed Citron. II. 43/2 A deepe clerke, and one 
that read much. 1594 Shaks. Rich. Ill , 111. vii. 75 Meditat- 
ing with two deepe Diuines. c x6xo Middleton, etc. Widow 

l, ii, I shall be glad to learn too, Of one so deep as you are. 
1640 Bp. Hall Episc. 1. v. 20 Wise Fregivillaeus (a deep 
head, and one that was able to cut even betwixt the league, 
the Church, and the State), a x66x Fuller Worthies (1840) 

III. 2x2 He was no deep seaman. 1749 Fielding Tom Jones 
xv. vi, The deepest politicians, who see to the bottom. 1781 
Cowper Conversation 741 The World grown old her deep 
discernment shows, Claps spectacles on her sagacious nose. 
X856 Emerson Eng. Traits i. Wks.(Bohn) II. 9 He [Carlyle] 
was clever and deep, but he defied the sympathies of every- 
body. 1875 Jowett Plato (ed. 2) V. 19 There is none of 
Plato’s writings which shows so deep an insight into the 
sources of human evil. 

17. Profound in craft or subtlety ; in mod. slang , 
profoundly cunning, artful, or sly. 

1513 More in Grafton Citron . (1568) II. 758 He was close 
and secret and a depe dissimuler. 1568 Grafton Ckron. II. 
776 Oh depe and wretched dissimulation. 1594 Shaks. 
Rich, III, 11. i. 38 Deepe, hollow, treacherous, and full of 
guile. 1663 Butler Hud. 1. 1, 743 There is a Machiavelian 
plot . . And deep design in ’t, x688 Shadwell Sqr. A Isatia 

m. (T720) 63 Fools 1 nay there I am sure you are out : they 
are all deep, they are very deep and sharp. 17x2 Steele 
Sped. No. 485 r 8 Which is the deeper man of the two. x86x 
Dickens Gt. Expect, xxxii, You’re a deep one, Mr. Pip, 
1877 N. W. Line. Gloss, s.v., * He’s as deep as a welt’, and 
4 lie’s as deep as Wilkes', are common expressions to indi- 
cate subtilty and craft. 

18 . Of an agent : Who does (what is expressed) 
deeply, profoundly, gravely, excessively. 

1526 Pilgr. Perf. (W. de W. 1531) 242 b, Amonge the most 
depe sy nners. 1594 Shaks. Rich. Ill, iv. ii. 73 Two deepe 
enemies, Foes to my Rest. 16x5 Stephens Satyr. Ess, 
Od. 2) 378 Yet she is a deepe Idolater. 1722 De Foe Col. 
Jack (18401 279 She had been the deepest sufferer by far. 
1865 M. Arnold Ess. Crit. i. (1875 j 9 Shakspeare was 
no deep reader. 1884 A. R. Pennington Wiclif ii. 28 
A great favourite with deep thinkers. 

19 . Much immersed, involved, or implicated {in 
debt, guilt, ruin, drink, etc.) ; far advanced, far on. 

Often passing into the adverb. 

1567 Damon d* /’. in Hazl. Dodsley IV. 76 For all their 
high looks, I know some sticks full deep in merchants’ 
books. 1587 R. Hovenden/ in Collectanea (Oxford Hist. 
Soc.) I. 215 Being. .deepe in your Lordships debt. 1594 
Shaks, Rick. Ill, 1. iv. 220 For in that sinne, he is as deepe 
as I. 1600 — A. Y. L. iv. i. 220 How deepe I am in loue, 
1638 Junius Painting of A nc. 58 Comming from a drink-feast 
. deepe in drinke. 1662 Hobbes Consid. (x68o) 6 To his 
dammage some thousands of pounds deep. 1771 T. Hull 
Sir W. Harrington (1797) I. 53, I shall be at as great 
a loss, being that sum deep with my banker already. 1782 
Cowper Boadicea 16 Rome shall perish . . Deep in min as 
in guilt. 1784 — Task v. 494 The age of virtuous 
politics is past, And we are deep in that of cold pretence. 
1856 Macleod in Crump Banking i. 9 The Plebeians', .got 
deeper and deeper into debt. 

b. Greatly immersed, engrossed, absorbed (in 
some occupation). 

1735 Pope Ep. Lady 63 Now deep in Taylor and the Book 
of Martyrs, f 1746 Gray Lett, to J. Chute Wks. 1884 II. 
131 , 1 was in the Coffee-House very deep in; advertisements. 
1820 Byron Mar. Fat. 1, i. 3 Still the Signory is deep in 
council. _ 1855'. Browning' By the Fireside iii, There .he Is at 
it, deep in Greek. 

III. Examples of the comparative and supers 
lative. Cf. also Deepmost, 
a xooo Caedmon's Exod. .3.64 (Gr.) Done deopestan drenc- 
fioda. CX330 R. Brunne Ckron. Wace (Rolls) '6567 'Th 
deppest flod. c 1380 Wyclif Set. .Wks, III, 344 pe depperste 
place of helle. 1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. xiv. Iv. 


DEEP, 


DEEP, 


(Tollem. MS.), J?e depper [1495 deperj ]?e diche is withinne. 
cx 400 Lanfranc's Cirurg. 21 To be deppest place. 1503 
Hawes Examp, Virt. xiii. 278 Then went we downe to 
a depper vale. 1613 Pukchas Pilgrimage vm. v, 760 Still 
waters are deepest, 1651 Hobbes Leviath. in. xxxviii. 242 
As well the Grave, as any other deeper place. 

b. The stiperl. is used absol. deepest part. 
a 1400-50 Alexander 712 Into }?e dyppest^ of J?e dyke 
bothum. c 1489 Caxton Sonnes of Aymon iv. 115 They 
wente and dwelled in the deppeste of theforeste of Ardeyne. 
1556 Aurelio $ I. sab. (1608/ c, From the depest of the earth 
unto the greatest height of the heaven, a 1861 Clough 
Song of Lantech 92 And in his slumber's deepest he beheld 
..our father Cain, 

IV Comb. a. Attributive uses of phrases, as deep- 
mouth ( - Deep-mi uthed), deep-water, Deep-sea.. 

1795 J. Phillips Hist. Inland Navig. 324 A deep-water 
canal at this place would be essentially useful. 1806 Sporting 
Mag, XXVIII. 192 A deep-mouth Norman hound. 1890 
Nature 10 Apr. 541 There will be no deep-water channel 
into the river. 

b. Parasynthetic derivatives, forming adjectives, 
as deep-bellied [deep belly + -ed], having a deep 
belly, - brained , -browed, - chested, \ - coloured - ditched 
- eyed , -flewed, -nosed, -piled, -sighted, -though ted, 
- throated \ - toned \ -vaulted, -voiced, -waisted, etc. 

1682 Lond. Gaz. No, *744/4 A dark brown Mare, .fat, and 
*deep-bellied. 1597 Shaks. Loved s Compl. 209 '"Deep- 
brained sonnets. a 1821 Keats Sonn, Chapman's Homer, 
*Deep-browed Homer. 1838 James Robber i, He was both 
broad and '^deep-chested. 1770 Hamilton in Phil. Trans. 
LXI. 22 ^Deep-coloured flames burst forth. _ 1548 Hall 
Chron. 56 No stronger walled then *depe ditched. 1818 
Shelley Rev. Islam 1. Ii, Sculptures like life and thought ; 
immovable, *deep-eyed. 1735 Somerville Chase 1. 286 The 
*deep-flew’d Hound Breed up with Care. 1846 J. Baxter 
Libr . Preset. Agric. (ed. 4) I. 21:9 Ail light sharp-nosed dogs 
will always be much more inclined to riot than deep-fiewed 
dogs. 1859 Yarrell Brit. Fishes led. 3) II. 406 The *Deep- 
nosed Pipe-fish is immediately recognised by the compressed 
form of the face. 1876 Rock Text. Fabr. 67 A dark blue 
Meep-piled velvet. 1622 Massinger Virg. Mart. n. i, 
Pimpled, *deep-scarleted, rubified, and carbuncled faces. 
1577 B. Googe Heresbach's Husk m. '(15861 128 A long, 
a large, and *deepe sided body, a X797 H. Walpole Mem. 
Geo. Ill (1845) I. via, 1 17 Wholesome and *deep-sighted 
advice. 1668 Lond. Gaz. No. 272/4 A *deep skirted Saddle 
of red Cloth. 1882 Times 27 J une, English wools . . of the 
*deep-stapled class. 1839 J. R. Darley Introd. Beawn. <$• 
FI. Whs. (1839) I. 17 Jonson. .repaid both with the follow- 
ing *deep-thoughted lines. 1844 Mrs. Browning The Dead 
Pan xxii, The hoarse *deep-throated ages Laugh vour god- 
ships unto scorn. 1780 Cowper Progr. Err. 605 Strike on 
the *deep-toned chord the sum of all. 1876 Geo. Eliot Dan. 
Der. III. xxxvi. 86 With deep-toned decision. 1842 Tenny- 
son Gardener's Dau. 45 Fields, .browsed by Meep-udder’d 
kine. 1671 Milton P. R. i. 113 Hell's *deep-vaulted den. 
1847 Longf. Ev. 11. v. 247 The *deep- voiced . -ocean. _ 1769 
Falconer Diet. Marine (17 89', Encastilli , *deep- waisted, 
or frigate-built ; as opposed to galley-built. 

Deep idfp), sb. Forms : 1 diop, dfpe, 4 
deope, 4-6 dope, 4-7 deepe, 5-6 Sc. deip(e, 
(8 dip (sense 8)), 6- deep. [OE. diop, neuter of 
diop a., used subst. ; also dlepe , dype, in non-WSax. 
diope depth, deepness — OS. diupl, diopt , OHG. 
ii ufi (Ger. tie/e), ON. dypi, Goth, diupei OTeut. 
deupin dmpin-, f. deupo-z Deep.] 
f I. Depth, deepness. Obs. rare, 
c xooo Ags. Gosp. Matt. xiii. 5 His naefdon teere eorJ>an 
dypan [c 1x60 Hatton G. deopan]. 1624 Bacon New 
Atlantis Wks. (1676) 259 Caves of several deeps, 1635 L. 
Foxe N.-IV. Voy . 128 Hee lessed his deepe 3 fathom. 

2 . The deep part of the sea, or of a lake or river 
(opposed to shallow ) ; deep water ; a deep place. 

a 1000 Cxdmon's Exod. 281 (Grh Ic sloh garseeges deop. 
c 1000 Ags. Ps. Ixviii. 14-15 Ado me of deope deorces 
wseteres..Ne me hum forswelge sae-grundes deop. 2483 
Caxton Gold. Leg. 58/2 And sancke doun in to the depe of 
the see. c 1500 Melusine 273 They had take the deep of 
the porte. 1568 Grafton Chron, II. 325 The Frenchmen. , 
passed by and tooke thy /deepe of the Sea. 1681 Chetham 
Angler's Vade-m. xxxui. § 1 Dib in the still deeps. 1700 
S. L. tr. Fryke's Voy. 265 Till we were quite out of the deep, 
and in full sight of the Land. 1831 Carlyle Sort. Res. 1. 
iv, Some silent, high-encircled mountain-pool, into whose 
black deeps you fear to gaze. 1855 Kingsley Heroes v. ii. 
(x868) 155 They sailed on through the deeps of Sardinia. 
1865 J. G. Bertram Harvest of Sea ( 18731 108 The best 
places for this kind of fishing are the deeps at Kingston 
Bridge, Sunbury Lock. Mod. A ship crossing Boston deeps. 

3 . The deep : a. The deep sea, the ocean, the 
main, poetic and rhetorical (without pi.) 

c xooo Ags. Gosp. Luke v. 4 Teoh hit [scip] on dypan 
[c xx6o Hatton G. deopan], c X315 Shoreham 146 Fisches 
ine the depe. c 1386 Chaucer Matt of Law's T. 357 , 1 schal 
drenchen m be deepe. a 1400-50 Alexander 64 Dromonds 
dryfes ouer J?e depe. 1590 Shaks. Mids. N. in. i. x 61 They 
shall fetch thee Iewels from the deepe, 1614 Bp. Hall 
Recoil. Treat. 442 The swelling waves of the Deepe. x66a 
Bk. Com. Prayer, Burial at Sea , We therefore commit his 
body to the Deep, . .17x3 ..Steele Englishman No. 26. X7X' 
■Monsters of the' Deep. x8ot Campbell Manners of Eng, 
iv, Britannia needs no bulwark, No towers along the steep J 
Her march is o’er the mountain waves. Her home is on the 
deep. 1870 Bryant Iliad I. ii. 65 Barks To cross the dark 
blue deep. 

+ b. Formerly also i npL in same sense. Obs. 

1598 Chapman Iliad 1. 3io They . , cast The offal of all to 
the deeps. 1659 D. Pell Impror>. Sea Ep. Ded. A iij b, 
Among the Lords wonders in the Deeps. 1725 Pope 
Odyss. n, 372 The dangers of the deeps he tries. Ibid. m. 
|io The monstrous wonders of the deeps. 

c. The abyss or depth of space, (Sometimes 
a 'fig. use of a. ) 
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X596 Shaks. x Hen. IV, m. i, 52 Glend. I can call Spirits 
from the vastie Deepe. 1667 Milton P L. vii. x68 Bound- 
less the Deep, because I am who fill Infinitude, nor vacuous 
the space. 1794 Blake Songs Exper Tiger sin what dis- 
tant deeps or skies Burnt the fire of thme eyes? x8ao 
Shelley Skylark 9 The blue deep thou wmgest. 1830 
Tennyson Poems 1*4 And thunder through the sapphire 
deeps. 1877 E. R. Conder Bos. Faith iv. 192 I hat bound- 
less deep of space. 

4 . A deep place in the earth, etc. ; a deep pit, 
cavity, valley; an abyss; a depression in a surface. 

1393 Gower Conf. II. 200 They go by night unto the 
mine. .A wilde fire into the depe Thei caste amonge the 
tymber-werke. c 1470 Henry Wallace vi. 719. A thousand 
in the myre, Off hors with men, was plungyt : in the deipe. 
1576 Lambarde Peramb. Kent 11826) 189 Newendene is 
such, as it may likely enough take the name, .of the deepe 
and bottome. 1667 Milton P, L. iv. 76 And m the lowest 
deep a lower deep Still threatning to devour me opens wide. 
1855 Singleton Virgil I. 331 The madding prophetess 
Who in a deep of cliff the fates doth chant. 1891 Cotes 
2 Girls on Barge 161 Noting the deeps and curves of the 
curious pensive face. 

b. Cornish Mining. ‘The lower portion of a 
vein ; used in the phrase to the deep , i e. downward 
upon the vein * (Raymond Mining Gloss. ifc8i). 

5 . The remote central part, the ‘depths’, rare, 

c 5400 Maundev. (1839) vh- 79 Ke wan.. all the othere 

kyngdoms unto the depe of Ethiope. 1879 Browning Ivan 
Ivanovitch 17 In the deep of our land *tis said, a village 
from out the woods Emerged. 

f 6. The middle (of winter, of night) when the 
cold, stillness, or darkness is most intense; the 
* depth Obs. 

1530 Palsgr. 543/1 In the depeof wynter, all flowers be faded 
quyte awaye. *598 Shaks. A/Vjvt' IV. iv. iv, 40 Many that 
do feare In deepe of night to walke by this Hemes Oake. 
a x66x Holyday Juvenal 13 An hour at the deep of winter, 
being but a twelfth part of their shortest day, 1682 Bunvan 
Holy War 80 The Captains also, in the deep of this Winter, 
did send, .a summons to Mansoul. 

7 . fig. A deep (/ e. secret, mysterious, unfathom- 
able, or vast) region of thought, feeling, or being ; 
a * depth \ * abyss \ poet, and rhet. 

x6x 4 Bp. Hall Recoil. Treat. 631 Hee is happily waded 
out of those deepes of sorrowes, whereof our conceites can 
finde no bottome. 1632 Lithgow Trav. x. 485 Low plunge 
my hopes, in dark deepes of deepaire. 178* CowwAi Retire- 
went 1 35 To dive into the secret deeps^ within. x8ao Shelley 
Ode Liberty ix, From the human spirit’s deepest deep. 1832 
Tennyson Palace of Art lvi, God, before whom ever lie bare 
The abysmal deeps of Personality. 

8. Paul. A term used in estimating the fathoms 
intermediate to those indicated by marks on the 
20-fathom sounding-line, Formerly also dip. 

The marks are at 2, 3, 5, 7, xo, 13, 15, 17, 20 fathoms ; the 
‘deeps' or ‘dips’ are therefore 2, 4, 6, 8, 9, «» x», 14, x6, 
18, 19. 

X769 Falconer Diet. rwr (1789) M m iv, As there is no 
mark at 4, 6, 8, &c,, he estimates those numbers, and calls, 
‘ By the dip four, &c.’ c xBSo H. Stuart Seaman's Catech . 
42 How many marks and deeps are there in a 20-fetham 
lead line? Nine marks and eleven deeps. 1867 Smyth 
Sailor's IVord-bk ,, Handdine, a line bent to the hand-lead, 
measured at certain intervals with what are called marks and 
deeps from 2 and 3 fathoms to 20. 1883 Names Seamanship 
(ed, 6) 17 IF he judges that the depth corresponds with 
a deep, [the leadsman calls] 4 by the deep 8 or 9, etc,* 

9 . Comb., as deep-commanding. 

c 1590 Greene Fr. Bacon xi. xxa Hell trembled at my 
deep-commanding spells. 

Deep (dfp), adv. Forms: I diope, dSope, 3 
diep, 3-6 depe, 4 dep, dipe, 5-7 deepe, 6- deep. 
Comp, deeper, superl. deepest ; also 2 deopprs, 
4 deppere, 4-5 depper, 5 deppir ; 4 deppest, 
depperst, [OE. diope, diope - OS, diopo, diapo, 
OHG. tiufo (MHG, tiefe, Ger. tie/).] 

1 . lit. Deeply ; to, at, or with, a great, or speci- 
fied depth ; far down, in, etc. 

a xooo Riddles Hv. 6 (Gr.) Deope xedol^od, dumb in 
bendum. c 1x75 Lamb. Horn. 49 Heo delueo deihwamliche 
heoreputd 


depperst dampned in helle. c 1489 Caxton Aymc 
They, .wente in to the forest of Ardeyn, sore deepe in it. 
x6ox R. Johnson Kittgd. 4* Commw . <1603 i 190 Waters 
do ebbe as deepe as they flow. 1667 Milton P . L. hi. sox 
That they may stumble on, and deeper fail, 1727 Swift 
Gulliver hi, i. 178 My sloop was so deep laden that she 
sailed very slow. 1870 E, Peacock Ralf Skirt. I, 33 His 
hands were stuck deep into the waistband of his breeches, 
b. transfi in reference to time : Far on. 

1822 Scorr Nigel xviii, The Abbess . . died before her 
munificent patroness, who lived deep in Queen Elizabeth’s 
time. 1871 Dixon Tower III. xx. an The three men sat 
up deep into the night. X890 W. C. Russell Ocean Trag, 
III, xxx, 137 The work ran us deep into the afternoon, 
e» In to lie deep and the like, the adv, approaches 
the adj. 

a X704 Locke (J.), If the matter be knotty, and the sense 
lies deep, the mind must stop and buckle to it. X803 Words w. 
Ode Intim. Immort. xi, Thoughts that do often he too deep 
for tears. 18x2 Mrs. Remans Graves of Househ. iv, The 
sea, the blue lone sea hath one, He lies where pearl* He 
deep. Prov. Still waters run deep, 

2 . fig. Deeply (in various figurative senses) ; 
profoundly, intensely, earnestly, heavily, etc. 

As qualifying an adj, (cf, quots. x6oo, 1602) deep is obs. 
(exc. with words of colour, as * deep-red stain , wher«' deep 
.is historically an adj . : see Deef<l 13 b>; qualifying a verb, 
It is generally superseded in prose use by deeply, although 
still used in particular cases ; cf. quots. x8 10-75. 


a xooo Desc. Hell toS (Gr.) Nu ic jxt Vuasle deope, rxooo 
Ags. Ps. evi . 26 Gedrefede 8a deope syndan. a 1300 Cursor 
M. 8269 (Cott.) Ferr andclepe he vmbi-thoght, Hu bat bus it 
suld be wroght. c 2385 Chaucer L. G, W. 1234 Dido, And 
swore so depe to hire to be trevve. 1526 Pilgr. Perf. (W. de 
W, 1531) is b, Anone they ouerthrowe hym as depe in 
aduersite. 1600 Shaks. A. V. L. it. vii. 31 That Foolcs 
should be so deepe contemplatiue. x6oa Marston Antonio's 
Rev. iv. Hi. Wks. 1856 L 12 7, I am deepe s:.d. x6zx Elsing 
Debates Ho. Lords (Camden 90 That for honour’s sake 
Yelverton be fyned deepe. 1709 Pore Ess. Crit. 216 A little 
learning is a dangerous thing ; Drink deep, or taste not the 
Pierian spring, a 1715 Burnet Own Time (18231 L 4 i'> 
The King was so afraid to engage himself too deep, 1762 
Goldsm. Nash 53 To tie him up. .from playing deep. x8zo 
Scott Lady of L. 1. Hi, A hundred dogs bayed deep and 
strong. 2823 Lamb Elia Ser. 11. Old Margate Hoy, The 
reason, .scarcely goes deep enough into the question. 1833 
Tiiirlwall in Pkilol. Mtts. II. 538 Moral inquiries, .were 
those in which he engaged the deepest. x866 Kingsley 
Hereward iii. 77 They drank deep of the French wine. 
1875 Jowett Plato (ed. 2) IV, 417 The thoughts of Socrates 
. .have certainly sunk deep into the mind of the world. 

3 . Comb. Frequent in combination with pies, and 
pa. pples. (in which deeply, not hyphened, may 
usually be substituted); as deep-going, -lying, 
-questioning, -reaching, -sinking, -thinking, 
trenching ; deep-cut, -jelt, -grown, -sunk; Deep- 
drawn, -laid, -set, etc. ^ In poetical language, 
especially, these combinations are formed at will, 
and their number is unlimited, e. g. deep-affected, 
-affrighted, -biting, -brooding, -buried, -crimsoned, 
-damasked, * discerning , -drawing, -drunk, -dyed, 
-engraven, -laden, -persuading, -searching, -sunken, 
-sworn, - throbbing , -worn, -wounded ; ■ Deep- hooted, 
Deep-seated, etc. It is sometimes difficult to 
separate these from parasynthetic combinations of 
the adj. such as deep-vaulted ; see Deep a. TV, b. 

X598 Sylvester Du Bartas 11. I. Imposture 305 Sweet, 
courting, ^deep-affected words, . Hid. u, i. Furies. 

* Deep-affrighted Sadnesse. *647 If, More Smg if Soul 
App. in. ix, By Nemesis •deepAiting whips well urged, 
X776 Mickle tr. Camoens* Lusimi 330 * Deep-brooding 
silence reign'd. 1855 SinglktoN' Virgil I. 142 Wealth., 
broodeth over his *deep-buried gold, a 18.26 JU>ngf. A utnnm 
19 Die . . woods of ash *deep.crimsoned. i x86o Tyndall 
Glac. 1. viii. 59 Streams . . rushing through "deep-cut chan- 
nels. x8ao Keats 04 . Agues xxiv, Tire tiger-moth’s *deep- 
damask’d , wings. 1844 Marc. Fuller Worn, w xtjM C\ 
{18621 51 Deep-eyed *decp»disceming Greece. x 6 a& Shaks. 
Tr. 4 Cn Frol. 12 'Die *deep-dmwi»g barks do there dis- 
gorge. X593 — Lwr. hog She, *dee|H.lrenched hi a ten of 
care. 1703 Rowe Ulyss. it, i. 954 Mounting Spirits of the 
*dcep-druuk Bowl. x8x8 Byron Ch.llar. iv, xxviii. Gently 
flows The # deep*dyed Brema, 1614 T. Aha MS Devils Ban- 

5 mi 47 # Deepe-in.grauen and indelible character#, tSoS 
. Barlow Columbi 1. 53 * Deep fed. sorrows. 1859 1. Taylor 
Logic in Theot. 178 A ^deep-going error. *883 Daily News 
xy Sept. 2/3 # Deep-grown English mooh lire Mill out of 
fashion. 1845 Loncf. Be{fry Bruges xii, With *d«ep*Iadeit 
argosies. X864 Marsh Man 4 Nature 439 'Die “deep-lying 
veins, *876 Geo. Eliot Dm. Per, II, xxviiL 215 The 
deep-lying though not obtrusive difference. 
field Compl. Chastitie vii, Gold is a ’'deepe-perswading 
Orator, x8yx Moklkv Voltaire (*886) a* 3 Moods of ego- 
tistic introspection and *dee|K|«e»titinins| contemplation. 
X599 Marston Sea. Villanie it. v, 196 For Fiavtis was a 
knaue, A damn’d ^deep-reaching vilkin, x8p, II. Am mold 
Lit. ^ Dogma 362 The truth is really . « more wide and ’‘deep- 
reaching than the Alwrgkiabe. 1776 MiCKUttr. Camwni 
Lusiad ty$ * Deep-settled grief. *8j§8 LfifOM What wilt 
he do t. vi, Under the *deefH»unk window,, e xtfoo Shaks. 
Bonn, ii, Within thine owme # deepe>sunk«ti eyes, *845 
home. To a Child n. Far-down in the deep-sunken wells C« 
darksome mines, x86» E, Atmc.su* in Fraser *s Slag. July 
113 Umo us, thy •deep-swan^ votaries, . *768-74 Tucker 
Lt. Naf»\x$ ®a) 1, 6*3 To deal with the sagacious and # cS«p» 
thinking, one must go to the button* of things^ . *845 G, 
Mukkav Islaford 126 When this "deep-throbbing, heart 
shall be wed. *86*. A writ* Channel isL iv. xx, »«L «.« 475 
The Meep-trenching plough .. turning up a thickness of a 
foot of subsoil, x8.»7 Kiilk Chr, I*., Holy Innocents, The 
"deep -worn trace of penitential tears, '' *590 Sff.nsee F. 
t. ii. 74 A virgin widow ; whose "deepo- wounded mind With 
love long time did languish* 

b. Deep was al&o 'formerly tisefi with .adjectives 
(see 2), and these were (or are by edlfo.s) some- 
times hyphened (to make the grammatical con- 
struction clear), ®s deep-naked, dap-sort, dup-nmi* 
cf, deep contemplative in 3, So still sometimes with 
adjs. of colour, as 4 deep-blue * deep-green 

grass 1 : see Deep a. 13 b. 

159* Shaks. Vert. 4 A dau, 432 Ear’s dr«p-swe«t music, 
anaheait*idc«f.s©re wounding, #rx6*8SYLV*«Tii Tobacco 
Battered 377 Chaproncs .. with. broad -deep-naked Brest*. 
<X with another adv., as deep*down Qdv, and adj, 
*83*1 Tinnyson Lotos-mters 33 His voice was thin. And 
deep-asleep he seem'd. t86x L) L, Noils Icebergs sofi If he 
ticehorgl move, he dashes a foot agaiant the deep ttown stones. 
X876 Ti«MYSf,iif Harold 11, Ii, (*877) .55 And deeper stilF the 
deep-down oubliette, Down thirty feet below the smiling 
day. *%o Daily Nems 3 Feb. 5/3 These deep-down curtseys 
are reported to be. now coming tot# common use abroad. 

&. with verbs as Aoep-JUfe | f. deep fishing, 

fisheries], to fish in the Dfkf mx *q.v,h 
*%4 W, H, Maxwell Sports # At Hr. Sail *vt Cilssi.*.# 
A fleet of had gone out to cletp-fith. 

Deep v. rare, f( Ik. dlepan, dypan trarw., 
OFiIl diupa (Dtu diepm % MUG. tk/rn, Goth, 
ga-diupjan. The Intr. would corrwpond to an 
OE. *i&opian t Goth. *diupdn to be deep, but Is 
app, an analogical form o £ later age.J 
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DEEPNESS, 


f 1. trans. To make deep, deepen. Obs. 

<7930 Laws of AEthels tan iv. § 6 We cwaedon be Sam bla- 
serum, Sset man dypte Sone ab be pryfealdum. c 1205 Lay. 
15473 P a P e die wes idoluen & allunge ideoped. 1616 MS, 
Acc, St, John's Hasp . , Canterb ., For the deping of it, iiijd. 

2. intr. To become deep, deepen, rare . 

1598 Hakluyt Voy. 1. 436 Vse your leade oftener , . noting 
diligently the order of your depth, and the deeping and 
sholding, 1849 Kingsley Misc., N. Devon II. 254 Nature’s 
own glazings, deeping every instant there behind us. 

f 3. To go deep, penetrate. Obs . 

a 1225 Ancr.R. 288 per waxeS wunde & deopeS intope soule. 
f 4. trans. To plunge or immerse deeply (lit. and 
fig.) ; to drown. Obs. 

c 1380 Wyclif Serm. Sel. Wks. I. 13 It is noo nede to 
depe us in his story’ more \>an pe gospel tellith. a 154* 
Wyatt Poet. Wks. (1861) 173 And deep thyself in travail 
more and more^ 1578 Ckr. Prayers in Priv. Prayers (1851) 
444 A droopy night ever deepeth the minds of them. 

Beep-drawn (df*p,dr§:n ) 5 ppl a. [Deep adv. 

3 .] Drawn deeply or from the depths (esp. of the 
breast). 

18x3 T. Jefferson Writ. (1830) IV. 224 They can never 
suppress the deep-drawn sigh, i860 Tyndall Glac. 1. xvi. 
307 The hollow cave resounded to the deep-drawn snore. 
1870 Bryant Iliad II. xvi. 1x4 With a sigh Deep-drawn. 
Deepen (drp’n), v. [Like most verbs in -en, 
a comparatively modern formation from Deep a 
taking the place of the earlier Deep v. See -en 5.] 

1. trans . To make deep or deeper (in various 
senses) ; to increase the depth of. 

a 1605 Stow Q. Rliz. an. 1601 (R.) He . . heightened the 
ditches, deepened the trenches. 1612 Peach am Genii. Exerc. 
xxiii. 80 You must deepen your colours so that the Orpiment 
may be the highest. 1663 Hooke Microgr, 75 Nor will the 
Blues be diluted or deepened after the manner I speak of. 
1785 J. Phillips Treat . Inland Navig. 45 To widen and 
deepen. the River Stort. 1858 Merc. Marine Mag. V. 226 
The ship will have passed the shoal and deepened her water 
to 9 fathoms. 1870 Rvsxm Led. Art ii. (1875)43 Means of 
deepening and confirming your convictions, 

2. intr. To become deep or deeper. 

3699 Dam pier Voy. New Holland (R.), The water deepned 
and sholdned so very gently 1774 Gqldsm. Nat. Hist. 
(1776) 1 1. 234 We shall find . . the shades gradually to deepen. 
280s Campbell H okenlinden , The combat deepens. 1838 
T. Thomson Ckem. Org. Bodies 851 The colour gradually 
deepens by exposure to the air. 1863 Geo. Eliot Romola 1. 
xx, The evening had deepened into struggling starlight 

Deepened (dr p’nd ' , ppl. a. [f. prec. + -Bn L] 
Made deep or deeper : see Deepen i. 

1598 Chapman Iliad 1. 418 In the ocean’s deepen’d breast. 
1873 Tristram Moab Pref. 4 Read with deepened interest. 

Deepener (drp’noi). [f. as prec. + -er j .] 
One who or that which deepens. 

1823 Blackw. Mag. XI V. 487 A deepener of her sorrows. 
1845-6 Trench Hu Is. Led. Ser. n. ii. 368 The deepener of 
the curse. 

Deepening’ (drp’nig), vbl. sb. [-ing L] 

1. The action of the verb Deepen, q.v, 

1785 J. Phillips Treat. Inland Navig. 45 The cleansing 
and deepening would be exactly the same . . expence. 1802 
Playfair lUustr. Hutton. Th. 360 The draining off of the 
water, by the deepening of the outlet. 1884 Aikenseum 
2 Nov. 558/1 The gradual deepening of the mystery. 

_ at/rib. 1767 Specif. Downes' Patent No. 872 A certain 
instrument or tool called a deepening tool, 

1 2. Painting. The process of intensifying colour 
or shadow ; a shaded part of a picture. Obs. 

x6zz Peacham Compl. Gent. 314 White Lead for the height- 
ning, and Smalt for your deepning, or darkest shadow. 1638 
Junius Painting of Anc. 275 To adde unto their workes 
some shad owes and deepnings. 1669 A. Browne A rs Pid. 
(1675) 84 The strong touches and deepnings. 

3. A depression in a surface. 

1859 R. F. Burton Centr. Afr, in Jrnl. Geog. Soc. XXIX. 
314 The bridge of the nose is , . not without a deepening in 
the interorbital portion. 1880 J. Caird Philos. Relig. vii. 
393 Dints, marks, spatial deepenings and elevations. 

Deepening, ppl. a. [-ing ^.] That deepens ; 
becoming deep or deeper; see Deepen 2 . 

1763 Falconer Shigwr. 1, ( R.), Ere yet the deepening inci- 
dents prevail, 1791 Mrs. Radcliffe Rom. Forest it, The 
deepening gloom. ^ 1867 Miss Br addon Aur. Floyd i. 5 
Against the deepening crimson of the sky. 

Hence Dee’peningly adv. 
m 1878 Grosart in //. More's Poems , Introd. 19/2 The same 
Impression is inevitable in reading More . . and deepeningly 
as you ponder his Poetry. 

Beep-fetclied, t-fet (drp^tjt, -fed), ppl a. 
[Deep adv. 3 .] Fetched from deep in the bosom, 
or from far below the surface of things ; far-fetched. 

1562 Cooper Anszv. Priv . Masse (1850) 130 O profound and 
deep-fetched reason* 1593 Shaks. 2 Hen. VI, 11. iv. 33 To 
see my teares, and henre my deepe-fet groanes. 1604 Meeting 
of Gallants 20 Vomiting out some two » r three deepe-fetch 
Oaths, a 1618 Sylvester Panaretus 4p>$ And sending forth 
a deep-fet sigh. 1647 H, More Poems , Resolution 309 By 
deep-fetcbd sighs ana pure devotion. 1708 Ozell tr. BoP 
lean's Butrin 10 With deep fetch’d Bellowings the noble 
■ Beast Exhales his Spirits. 

Deeping (dfpiij). [f. Deep v. + -in© 1 .] Each 
of the sections ( a fathom deep) of which a fishing- 
net is composed. 

1615 E. S. Britain's Buss in Arb. Garner III. 629 Each 
net must be in depth seven deepings. Each deeping must 
be a fathom, that is two yards, deep. 1879 E. Robertson 
in Encycl. Brit. IX. 251/2 They [twine drift-nets] are . . 
netted by hand, and are made in narrower pieces called 
deepings, which are laced together one below the other to 
make up the .required depth. 


Deep-laid (drp,lfhd), ppl. a. [Deep adv. 3.] 
Deeply laid ; planned with profound cunning. 

2768-74 Tucker Lt. Nat. (1852) II. 104 Any deep-laid 
scheme or fine spun artifice. 1783 Miss Balimores I. 74 
He is a deep-laid villain after women. 1846 Grote Greece 
1. xv. (3862) I. 241 The deep-laid designs of Zeus. 3869 
Trollope He Knew xxiii. (1878) 130 He himself had had 
no very deep-laid scheme in his addresses to Colonel 
Osborne. 

Deeply (dfpli), adv. Also dep-, dope-, diepe-, 
-lie. [OE. diopllce, diop lice, adv. f. dioplic adj., 
deriv. of diop, Deep : see -ly 2 .] 

1. To a great or considerable depth ; far down- 
wards, inwards, etc. (See 7 .) 

a 1400-50 A lexander 3396 (Dubl. MS.) Pai • . Dryves dartez 
at owr dukez deply J >aim wounden. 1573 Tusser Husb. 
xlviii. (3878) 304 Three poles to a hillock . . set deeplie and 
strong. 1594 Hooker Eccl. Pol. 1. i. (3613) 2 Preiudices 
deepely rooted in- the hearts of men. 1597 Gerarde Herbal 
1. xliv. (1633), They . . who have deepliest waded in this sea 
of simples. 3627 May Lucan vii. 725 All people there Are 
deeplyer wounded than our age can beare. 1707 Sloane 
Jamaica I. 96 The leaves were thinner, deeplier, and more 
regularly cut. a 1717 Parnell Gift of Poetry ( R.), I . .sink 
in deep affliction, deeply down. 3845 M. Pattison Ess. (1889) 
1. 3 It is a tendency deeply seated in the mind of our age. i860 
Tyndall Glac . i„ xvi. 118 The glacier was deeply fissured. 

b. In reference to drinking ; also to sighing. 
(Here other notions than the literal enter in.) 

1557 N. T, (Genev.) Mark viii. 12 Then he syghed diepely 
in his spirite. 1695 Ld. Preston Boetk. iv. 176 They deeply 
tasted of th’ infected Bowl. 1697 Dryden Virg. Georg, hi. 
610 When the Kids their Dams too deeply drain. 1813 Scott 
Rokeby 1. vi, Deeply he drank, and fiercely fed. 

2. fig. With deep thought, insight, knowledge, 
etc. ; profoundly, thoroughly. 

c 838 K. ZElfred Boeth. xxxv. § 1 Swa hwa swa wille 
dioplice spirigan aefter ryhte. c xooo AElfric Colloquy 
(Wright’s Vocab. 12), pearle deoplice [pu] spriest. <22225 
Ancr. R. 154 Isaac .. uorto penchen deoplic[h]e souhte 
onlich stude. C1400 Maundev. 11839) xiii. 144 He preched 
& spak so depely of Dyvynyty. 1523 Act 14-15 Hen. VIII 
c. 5 Persons, .lerned, and depely studied in Phisicke. 1561 
T. Norton Calvin! s Inst. m. 329 To search depelier of 
vnknowen things. 1603 Shaks. Mach. 11. ii. 30 Consider it 
not so deepely. 1798 Ferriar Illustr. Sterne ii. 35 He was 
deeply read in Beroalde. 1875 Jowett Plato (ed.2) IV. 22, 

I should like to consider the matter a little more deeply, 

b. With profound craft, subtlety, or cunning. 

1596 Shaks. Tam. Shr. iv. iv. 42 Both dissemble deepely 
their affections. 1617 Fletcher V alentinian v. vi, Either 
you love too dearly. Or deeply you dissemble. Mod. The 
plot was deeply laid, but it has been discovered. 

t 3. With deep seriousness, solemnly. Obs. 

c 1300 Havelok 1417 Deplike dede he him swere. a 1400-50 
Alexander 1186 J>at me was done many day depely to 
swere. ? 1503 Plumpton Coi r. p. lxiv, And, yf nede be, depely 
depose afore the Kynge & hys counsell, that yt is matter of 
trawth. 1513 Bradshaw St. Werburge 1. 2881 Charged full 
depely Theyr offyee to execute. 1600 J. Pory tr. Leo's 
Africa 11. 22 And this I dare most deepely take mine oath 
on. 1602 Shaks. Ham. in. ii. 234 ’Tis deepely sworne. 
1671 H. M. Erasm. Colloq. 401 Even when he had deeply 
sworn to it. 

4. Gravely, seriously, heavily ; esp. in reference to 
being involved in guilt, liability, obligation, or the 
like. 

1382 Wyclif Hos. ix. 9 Thei synneden depely. _ 1576 

Fleming Panopl. Epist. 343 F. G. who is so deepely in your 
bookes of accountes. 1586 Let, Earl Leycester 13 For 
which I count my selfe the deeplyest bounde to give him, 
my humblest thankes. 1601 R. Johnson Kingd. «§• Commw. 
(1603) *7 Henry . . left the kingdome deepely indebted. 1621 
Sanderson 12 Serm. (1632) 53 And stoutly maintaine Gods 
truth, when it is deepeliest slandered. 1700 S. L. tr. C. Fryke’s 
Voy. 76 Now the other Buffel was deeply engaged too. 1848 
Macaulay Hist. Eng. I. 658 Of all the enemies of the govern- 
ment he was ..the most deeply criminal. 1883 Froude 
Short Stud. IV. 1. ix. 103 The archbishop had^ committed 
himself so deeply that he could not afford to wait, 
t b. In reference to fines: Heavilv. Obs. 

1631 Star Chamb. Cases (Camden) 36 If it had not been 
that this man hath suffered as he hath I should have sen- 
tenced him deepely. 1655 Fuller Ch. Hist. ix. vii. § 20 The 
Starr-Chamber deeply fined S !- . Richard Knightly . . for en- 
tertaining and receiving the Press Gentelmen. 

5. With deep feeling, emotion, etc. *, in a high 
degree, profoundly, intensely, extremely. 

a 1400-50 Alexander 1673 Sire, pis I depely disire, durst 
I it neuyn. Ibid. 1698 Summe . . depely pam playnt Quat 
. . euill pai suffird. 1568 Grafton Chron. II. 1x1 With them 
the saya Pope had bene so depely offended. 1611 Shaks. 
IVint. T. 11. iii. 14 He straight declin’d, droop’d, tooke.it 
deeply. 1634 Sir T. Herbert Trav. 120 They curst him 
deeply. 1781 Cowper Hope 333 His soul abhors a mer- 
cenary thought, And him as deeply who abhors it not. 1851 
Dixon W. Penn. xv. 1872^ 131 All this was deeply interest- 
ing to Penn. 1857 Buckle Civiliz. I. xiv. 850 Of these short- 
comings I am deeply sensible, 

6 . Of physical states or qualities; a. Profoundly, 
soundly, with complete absorption of the faculties, 
b. With deep colour, intensely, c. With a deep, 
grave, or sonorous voice. 

2632 J. Hayward tr. Biondis Erontena 122 Deeply plunged 
in a profound sleepe. 2695 Blackmore Pr. A rth. m, 706 
Some deeply Red, and others faintly Blue. 2820 Shelley 
Vision of Sea 77 Smile not, my child. But sleep deeply and 
sweetly. <22845 Hood Ruth ii, On her cheek an autumn 
flush Deeply ripened. 2883 Harpers Mag. Nov. 948/2 
Apack of hounds came . . baying deeply. 

7. Comb. Deeply (mostly in sense 1 ) qualifying 
: a pple. is now usually hyphened when the pple. 
i is used attributively, preceding iis sb., but not 


when it follows; as /the leaf is deeply serrated V 
'a deeply-serrated leaf’. 

28x6 J. Scott Visit Paris Pref. 35 Deeply-bottomed bravery. 
2854 J. S. C. Abbott Napoleon (1855) I. xxvii. 424 Deeply- 
rooted popular prejudices. 2866 Howells Venet. Life xix. 
295 That deeply-serrated block of steel. 1879 Sir G. Scott 
Led. A rchit. 1 . x6 6 Lofty and deeply-receding jambs. 

Dee*pmost, a. ( super L) rare. [f. Deep a. -§- 
-most. Of. topmost, inmost, etc.] Deepest. 

2810 Scorr Lady of L. 11. xx, From her deepmost glen. 
2842 Lady F. Hastings Poems 233 Shout, echo 1 from thy 
deepmost cell. 

Deep-mouthed (drpjmauftd, -maujt), a. [f. 
deep mouth + -ED a .] 

1. Having a deep or sonorous voice : esp. of dogs. 
1595 Shaks. John v. ii. 173 And mocke the deepe mouth'd 

Thunder. 1599 — Hen. V, v. Prol. 11 Out-voyce the deep- 
mouth’d Sea. 2662 Dryden Wild Gallant in. i, A Serenade 
of deep-mouth’d Currs. 1696 Lond. Gaz. No- 3204/4 A Pack 
of deep mouth’d Hounds to be sold. 1725 Pope Odyss. xix. 
504 Parnassus .. With deep-mouthed hounds the hunter- 
troop invades. 1818 Byron Juan 1. cxxiii, ’Tis sweet to 
hear the watch-dog’s honest bark Bay deep-mouth’d wel- 
come. 2842 S. Lover Handy A ndy Ii, The sound . . awoke 
the deep-mouthed dogs around the house. 

2. lit. Having a deep or capacious mouth, rare . 
2844 Mrs. Browning Wine of Cyprus ii, Some deep- 

mouthed Greek exemplar Would become your Cyprus 
wine. 

Deepness (elf pnes\ Now rare ; displaced by 
Depth. Forms : see Dkep a and -ness ; in ME. 
4-5 depnes(se. [OE. diopnes , ddopnes , f. diop 
Deep : see -ness.] 

1. The quality of being deep, or of considerable 
extension or distance downwards, or inwards ; 
depth. 

1382 Wyclif Matt. xiii. 5 For tbei hadde nat depnesse of 
erthe. c 2400 Lanfranc's Cirurg. 89 pouj bat J ?ei acorden 
togidere in depnes & in streitnesse of J?e moup. 1530 Palsgr. 
213/1 Depnesse of any thyng. profundite. 1653 H. Cogan 
tr. Pinto's Trav. XLII, 169 A river . . which for the bredth 
and deepness of it is frequented with much shipping. 2765 
A. Dickson Treat. Agric. (ed. 2) 121 Seeds, many of which, 
from their deepness m the earth, will not vegetate. 2823 
Scott Peveril iv, The deepness of his obeisance. 

+ b. Of ground or roads : cf. Deep a. 5 . Obs . 
1603 Knolles (J.), By reason of the deepness of the way 
and heaviness of the great ordnance. 1632 Lithgow Trav. 
vi. 292 The deepnesse of the Way. 2780 Impart. Hist. War 
A mer. 240 | The troops] had suffered excessively from the 
severity of the climate, the deepness of the roads. 

2. Measurement or dimension downwards, in- 
wards, or through ; depth. 

c 1330 R Brunnk Chron. IVace (Rolls) xo, 312 Fyue fot hit 
hah of depnes. 1413 Lydg. Pilgr. Sowle v. xiv. (1483) 107 
Ther is no body parnt withouten thre dymensions that is 
breede lengthe and depnesse. 1551 Recorde Pathw. Knowl. 
1. Defin., As I take it here, the depenesse of his bodie is his 
thicknesse in the sides. 1665 Sir T. Herbert Trav. (1677) 
252 The deepness of the Sea usually answers to the height 
of Mountains. 1703 Maundrell Journ. Jerus. (1732) 138 
In deepness they were four yards each. 

3. jig. Of thought, knowledge, etc.: Depth; 
penetration ; profundity. 

a 1000 Hymns iii. 33 (Gr.) Swa aeni^ ne wat eorSbuen* 

dra #a deopnesse JDrihtnes mihta, a 1225 Leg. Hath. 980 
pis is nu pe derfschipe of H dusi onsware, and te deopnesse. 
1340 A yenb. 105 pe dyepnesse of his zophede. c 1440 Secrees 
227 pe clernesse of goure wyt & be depnesse of ttoure 
conynge passys all men._ 1548-77 Vicary Anat . Ep. Ded. 
(x8S8i 7 We who . . practise in Surgerie, according to the 
deepnes of the Arte. 1653 Manton Exp. James i. 25 Deep- 
ness of Meditation, a 2720 Sheffield <.Dk. Buckhm.) Wks. 
(17531 1 . 271 Deepness of thought. 

t b. In bad sense : Deep cunning or subtlety. 
2526 Tindale Rev. ii. 24 Vntoyou . . which have not knowen 
the depnes of Satan. 1646 J. Gregory Notes fy Obs. xxvi. 
(T.), The greatest deepness of Satan. 

4. Of moral qualities, feelings, etc. ; Depth, in- 
tensity ; gravity. 

c 1175 Lamb. Horn. 49 pes put hltacne# deopnesse of sunne. 
a 2533 Ld. Berners Gold. Bk. M. Aurel. (1546 H vi, The 
depenesse of good wylles ought to be wonne with the depnes 
of the hearte, 1632 Lithgow Trav. in. 124 In the deep- 
nesse of sorrow, 

5. Of physical qualities, etc.: a. Of sound : 
Sonorousness, or lowness of pitch, b. Of colour, 
etc. : Intensity. 

1626 Bacon Sylva § 852 Heat also dilateth the Pipes, and 
Organs, which causeth the Deepnesse of the Voice. 1684 
R. H. School Recreat. xi For Deepness of Cry, the largest 
Dogs having the greatest mouths. 2711 Budgell Sped . 
No. 226 T 3 These [hounds] . . by the Deepness of their 
Mouths and the Variety of their Notes. 2822 Sc ott Pirate 
xx, Her glowing cheek . . in the deepness of its crimson, 

+ 0 . concr. A deep place or cavity, an abyss ; 
a deep part of the sea, etc. Obs. 

a 1000 Lamb. Ps. lxviii. 3 (Bosw.l Ic com on deopnysse sae. 
c 1000 Gosp. Nicod. 24 (Bosw.) On Ssere bellican deopnysse. 
a 1300 E. E, Psalter lxviii. 16 Ne ouerswelyhe me depenes. 
1382 Wyclif Ps. cxlviii. 7 Dragonnes, and alle depnessis. 
c 2440 Promp. PartK 128 Depenesse of watur, gnrges. 2450- 
1530 Myrr. our Ladye 203 In heuen & in ert* e & in see and 
in all depnesses. 2502 Ord. Cry den Men iW. de W. 1506) 
i, ii. 10 The destruccyon and the fallynge into depnes of 
al the townes, castelles and cytees of y 6 world. 

+ k- fig. A depth of thought, feeling, or being. 
1340 Ayenb. 212 pe bene pet comp of pe dyepnesse of pe 
herte. 1535 Coverdale i Cor. ii. 10 All thinges yee euen 
the depenesses of the Godhead. 2549 Compl. Scot. i. 21 The 
iugement of gode . . is aue profound onknauen deipnes. 


DEER-HOTTB-D, 


DEEP-BEAD. 

Beep-read (drpjre’d),///. a. [Deep adv. 3.] 
Deeply read ; skilled by profound reading. 

1630 Massinger Unnat. Combat iv. i, A deep-read man. 
1790 Burns The Whistle vi, Gallant Sir Robert, deep-read 
in old wines. 182a T. Mitchell Aristopk. II. 286 Great 
scholars, Deep-read— full to a plethora with knowledge. 

Deep-rooted (dfpin^ted), a. [Deep adv. 3.] 
Deeply rootedorimplanted; chiefly fig., of feelings, 
opinions, prejudices, etc. 

1669 Wqodheajd St. Teresa n. xxxiv. 228 Where Vertue is 
deep-rooted, occasions work little upon them. 1672 Otway 
Titus # B. 1. ii, So long establish’d and deep-rooted Love. 
1834 Pringle African Sk. x. 314 The Governors jealousy 
.. was too deep-rooted. 1871 Morley Voltaire (1886) 70 
A deep-rooted reverence for truth. 

Hence Deep-rootedness. 

i860 Posey Min. Propk. 90 The strength and deeprooted- 
ness of the soul in grace. 

Deep sea, deep-sea. Also 7 dipsie, dipsy. 
The deeper part of the sea or ocean at a distance 
from the shore. Used attrib. or as adj. : Of or 
belonging to the deep sea. 

Deep-sea lead, line, a lead and line used for soundings in 
deep water. Deep-sea fisheries, fisheries prosecuted at a 
distance from land, in which the fishermen are absent from 
home for a lengthened period. 

1626 Capt. Smith Accid. Yng. Seamen 29 Heaue the lead, 
try the dipsie line. 1627 — Seaman's Gram. ix. 43 The 
Dipsie line . . is a small line some hundred and fifty fadome 
long, with a long plummet at the end . . which is first marked 
at twenty fadome, and after increased by tens to the end. 
1698 Fryer Acc. E . India 13 Heaving our Dipsy-lead we 
were in soundings eighty Fathom depth. 1769 Falconer 
Diet. Marine (1789', Sander , to sound : to heave the hand- 
leader deep-sea- lead. 1835 Sir J. Ross Narr. and V oy. iv. 
55 We now sounded with the deepsea lead every two hours. 
1853 Herschel Pop. Led. Sc. ii. § 2 (1873) 48 Among deep- 
sea fishes. 1875 J. Ii. Bennet Winter Medit . 1. v. 128 The 
pioneer of deep-sea dredging, the late Edward Forbes. 1880 
Wyville Thomson in liep. Challenger Exp. Zool. I. 50 
Faunae which have successively occupied the same deep-sea. 
1887 E. J. Mather (title), Nor’ard of the Dogger: the 
story of. . the Mission to Deep Sea Fishermen. 

Deep-searcMng (dfp,s§*Jt.Jiq), ppl. a. [Deep 
adv. 3. j That searches or penetrates deeply. 

1599 Marston Sco. Villanie 1. i. 174 O for some deep- 
searching Corycean. a 1643 W, Cartwright Ordinary u. 
iii, He’s nois’d about for a deep-searching head. 1844 Marg. 
Fuller Warn, igth C. 1x8621 19 The only sermons of a per- 
suasive and deep-searching influence. 

Deep-seated (dfpisiked), a. [Deep adv. 3.] 
Having its seat far beneath the surface. 

1741 Monro Anat. fed. 3) 5 The deep-seated kind of 
Paronychia. 1813 J. Thomson Led, Injlam. 375 A deep- 
seated abscess. 1878 H uxley Physiogr. 190 The conversion 
into steam of water which . . obtains access to the deep- 
seated molten rocks. 

jig. 1847 Grote Greece n. xliv. ( 1862) IV. 13 Causes, deep, 
seated as well as various. 1887 J essoit Arcady ii, 35 The 
deep-seated faith in charms and occult lore. 
f Dee'p-seen, a. Obs. [Deep adv. 3.] That 
sees or has seen deeply into things. 

1597-8 Bp. Hall Sat, iv. i. 170 Some nose-wise pedant . . 
whose deepe-sene skil Hath three times construed either 
Flaccus ore. 

Deep-set (drp t seU), ppl. a, [Deep adv. 3.] 
Deeply set. 

1832 Tennyson Palace of Art xiii, The deep-set windows, 
stain’d and traced. 1877 Black Green Past. iv. (1878) 28 
Deep-set keen grey eyes. 

t Dee psMp. Obs. rare— 1 . In 3 deopschipe. 
[f. Deep a. + -ship.] Depth, profound mystery. 

a 1225 Leg-. Math. 1341 Ha[=she] Crist cleopede . . and 
schawde sea$ 5 en suteliche f;e deopschipe and te derne run 
of his deaS on rode. 

Deepsome (dfpsom), a. poetic . rare. [f. Deep 
a.oxsb. + -SOME. Cf. darksome, gladsome. ] Having 
deepness or depths ; more or less deep. 

1615 Chapman Odyss. iv. 769 He dived the deepsome 
watery heaps. 1855 Singleton Virgil I. 133 The hollow 
vales are filled And deepsome glades. laid. I. 218 He 
plunged him with a bound Into the deepsome sea. 

Deer Forms : 1 dlor. deor, 2-3 door, 

(2 deer), 2-4 der, (2-3 dor, 3 dier, 3-4 duer, 4 
dur, 5 dure, denre), 4 6 dere, (4-7 deere, 5, 7 
diere, 5- (&’.) deir, 6-7 dear©), 4- deer, (5 
theer). PL 1-9 normally same as sing. ; also 2 
deore, deoran, 2-3 -en ; 3-4 deores, dueres, 
7-9 occas. deers. [A Comm.Teut sb.: OE. d/or, 
dior — OS. dier, OFris. diar, dier (MDu. and Du. 
and LG. dier), OHG. tior (MHG. Her, Ger. tier, 

' thief) :—WG. diar, ON. *djzir (Icel. dyr, Sw. djur r 
Da. dvr) ; Goth, dins, dim - OTeut. deuzo m 1— 
pre-Teut. dheuso'm. 

Generally referred to a root dhus to breathe (cf. animal 
from am'ma), and thought by some etymologists to he the 
neuter of an adj. used subst, . Cf, Dear aX (Hot connected 
with Gr. fc'jfowjld beast.;] 

+ 1 . A beast: usually a quadruped, as distin- 
guished from birds and fishes ; but sometimes, 
like beast, applied to animals of lower orders. Obs. 

C950 Lindisf. Gasp. Luke xviii. 25 Se carnal Fast micla 
dear, a 1000 Boeth, Meir, xxvli. 24 Swa swa fu^l o 5 Se 
dior. " c 1000 /Elfric Vac. in Wr.-Wulcker 1 18/31 Fera, wild 
deor. Bellua, refte deor. . Unicornis, anhyrne deor. 2154 
O. E, Citron. (Laud MS.) an. x.135 Rais he makede men & 
d*er. . c x2oo Ormin 1x76 Shep i'ss. .stille der. Ibid.i^iz Lamb 
Ls sofTte & stifle deor. a 1250 Owl <$• Night. 1321 A 1 swo 
deth ; mani dor and man, ' c 1250 Gm. f Ex. '4025 Also leun 
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is migtful der. 1482 Caxton Reynard fArb.) x8 The rybaud 
and the felle diere here I se hym comen. 

0 . plural. 

c 1000 /Elfric Gen. i. 25 And he sis ofer F a deor, c 1x75 
Lamb. Mom. 43 Innan J>an ilke sea weren un-aneomned 
deor,summe feoerfotetd, summe al bute fet. lbid.xx 5 pene 
biS his erd ihened . . on wilde deoran. c 2200 inn. C oil. 
Horn. 177 Oref, and deor, and fishshes, and fugeles. Ibid. 
209 Hie habbeS geres after wilde deore. Ibid. 224 Uf 
wilde diere. c 2250 Gen. Ex. 4020 On ilc brend eft twin 
der. Ibid. 4032 Efte he sacrede deres mor. a 1310 m 
Wright Lyric P. xiii. 44 Deores with huere derne rounes. 
Ibid. xiv. 45 In dounes with this dueres plawes, c 1340 
Gaw. £ Gr. Kt. 1151 Der drof in pt dale, .bot heterly J>ay 
were Restayed with pe stablye. 

2 . The general name of a family ( Cervidx ) of 
i ruminant quadrupeds, distinguished by the posses- 
sion of deciduous branching horns or antlers, and 
| by the presence of spots on the young : the various 
genera and species being distinguished as rein-deer ; , 
moose-deer , red deer, fallow deer ; the Musk Deer 
belong to a different family, Mosckidse. 

A specific application of the word, which occurs in OE. 
only contextually, but became distinct in the ME. period, 
and by its close remained as the usual sense. 

[c 893 IC. JElfred Ores. 1. i. (Sw.) 18 He [Ohthere] haifde 
Fa gyt 5a he }>one cyningc sohte, tamra deora nnbebohtra 
syx hund. pa. deor hi hataS hranas.] a 1131 [see der fald 
in 4]. c 1205 Lay. 2586 To huntien after deoren [c 1275 
after deores], 1297 R. Glouc. (Rolls) 0047 He let [make] 
pe pare of Wodestoke, & der per inne do. c 1325 Song on 
Passion 59 D. E. Misc.) He was todrawe so dur islawe in 
chace. 1375 Barbour Bruce vn. 497 [He] went.. to pur- 
chase venysoun. For than the deir war in sesoun. c 1420 
Arturs of A rth. (Camden)iv, Thay felle to the female dure, 
feyful thyk fold. 1464 Mann. $ Househ. Exp. 195 A payr 
breganderys cueryd wyth whyte deris leder. 1470 85 
Malor y Arthur x. lxi, Hechaced at the reed dere. *538 
Starkey England 1. iii. 98 A dere louyth a lene barren., 
ground. x6oi Shaks. Jnl. C. in. I 209 Like a Deere, 
strocken by many Princes. x6xx Coryat Crudities 10 
A goodly Parke . . wherein there is Deere. 1774 G 01.0s m. 
Nat. Hist. (1776) III. 80 An hog, an ox, a goat, or a deer, 
1855 Longf. Hiaw. in. 169 Where the red deer herd to- 
gether. 

b. occasional plural deers. 

CX2J5 [see 1205 in prec.]. 1674 N. Cox GentL Recreat. 11. 
(16771 58 The reasons why Harts and Deers do lose their 
Horns yearly. 1769 Home Fatal Discov, w f Stretch’d on the 
skins of deers, c 1817 Hogg Tales # Sk. II. 89 The place of 
rendezvous, to which the deers were to be driven. 

t e. Deer of ten : a stag of ten, i. e. one having 
ten points or tines on his horns ; an adult stag of 
five years at least, and therefore f warrantable * or 
fit to be hunted. Obs. 

1631 Massinger Emp. of East tv. ii, He will make you 
royal sport, He is a deer Often, at the least. 

3 . Small deer : a phrase originally, and perhaps 
still by Shakspere, used in sense 1 ; but now 
humorously associated with sense 2. 

14.. Sir Bates (1885) p. 74/2 (MS.C.) Ratons & myse and 
soche smale dere, That was hys mete that vti yere. 1605 
Shaks. Lear 111. iv. 144 But Mice, and Rats, and such 
small Deare, Haue bin Toms food, for seuen long yeare. 
1883 G. Allen in Colin Clout's Calender 14 Live mainly 
upon worms, slugs, and other hardy small deer. 

transf. 1857 FI* Bkei> Led. Eng. Poets x. II. 17 The small 
deer that were herded together by Johnson as the most 
eminent of English poets. 

4 . attrib. and Comb., as deer bed, herd, - hide , 
-keeper, kind, life, -sinew, -snaring, etc. ; deer- like , 
deer-loved adjs. [Several already in OE., as ddor- 
fald an enclosure or cage for wild beasts in the 
amphitheatre, or for beasts of the chase, a deer- 
park, dior-edisc deer-park, dior-net net for wild 
animals, etc.] 

1835 W. Irving Tour Prairies xi, The tall grass was 
pressed down, into numerous **' deer beds’, where those 
animals had couched, a xooo Ags. Gloss . in Wr. -Whicker 
aox Cauea , damns in theatre , Jtleorfald. a 1x31 O, E. 
Ckrtm. an. 1123 Se king rad in hinder fald [at Wudestoke], 
x86o G. H. K. Vac. Tour. 123 Peaks,, where the scattered 
remnants of the great *deer herds can repose in security. 
18x4 Scott Ld. of Isles m. xix, Goat-skins or # deer-hitles 
o’er them cast. 1849 James Woodman v», I have got my 
*deer-keepers watching. 1875 Lyell Priuc. Geol. II. tn. 
xxxix. 359 Animals of the *deer kind, i860 G. H, K. Vac. 
Tour. 122. The .shepherds, .see a good deal of *deer life. 
1840 Mrs. Norton Dream 127 The dark, *deer-!ike eyes, 
1876 Geo, Eliot Dim. Der. IV. Hv, 1x4 Deer-like shyness, 
X83X Lytton Godelph, 23 The *deer-loved fern, cxooo 
ASlfric Voc. in Wr.- Whicker 167 Cassis, *deornet. 1856 
Kane A ret. Expl. II. vii. 70 To walk, up Mary River 
Ravine until we reach the ^deer-plains. x866 Kingsley 
Herew. I. vi, 178 Sea-bow r s of horn and # deer*sinew. 2862 
S. St. John Forests Far East II. 34, I have been out ’deer- 
snaring in this neighbourhood, 

b. Special comb. : deer-brush, aa American 
shrub in Arizona ; deer-cart, the covered cart in 
which a tame stag to be hunted is carried to the 
meet; deer-dog - Deer-hound; deer-drive, 
a shooting expedition in which the deer are driven 
. past' the sportsman ; so deer-driving deer-eyed, 
a , having eyes like deer, having soft or languid 
eyes ; deer-fence, a high railing such as deer 
cannot leap over; deer-flesh, venison; deer- 
forest, a * forest * or extensive track of unenclosed 
wild land reserved for deer ; f deer-goat, an old 
name for the eapriform or caprine antelopes ; deer- 
grass, species of Rhexia fN.O. Melasiomaeem ) ; 


deer-leap, a lower place in a hedge or fence where 
deer may leap ; deer-meat = deer-flesh ; deer- 
neck, a thin neck (of a horse) resembling a deer’s ; 
deer-park, a park in which deer are kept ; f deer- 
reeve, a township officer in New England in the 
colonial days, whose duty it was to execute the 
laws as to deer ; deer-plain, a plain inhabited by 
deer ; deer-saddle, a saddle on which a slain deer 
is carried away ; deer’s eye = Buck-eye (the tree) ; 
deer’s foot (grass), the fine grass Agroslis setacea ; 
deer’s hair » Dker-haik ; deer’s milk, a local 
name of the wood spurge, Euphorbia amygdaloides ; 
deer’s tongue, deer-tongue, a N. American 
Cichoraceotis plant, Liatris odoratissima ; deer- 
tiger, the puma or cougar ; deer-yard, an open 
spot where deer herd, and where the ground is 
trodden by them. 

1883 W, H. Bishop In Harper's Mag. Mar. 502/2 The 
*‘deer brush’ resembles horns. 1840 Hood Up the Rhine 
186 The hearse, very, like a * deer-cart. ■ 18x4 Scott Ld. of 
Isles v, xxiii, Many a 'Meer-dog howl d around, . x88a 
Society 21 Oct, 19/1 Setting out for a * deer-drive. 2860 G, 
H. K. Vac. Tour. 143 Mr. Scro-pe . . was a great hand at 
*deer-driving. 1884 Q. Victoria More Leaves 1.4 The gate 
of the *deer- fence, a 1300 Cursor ill. 3603 fCcstt.) If Fou me 
’’dere flessetvn venisun] ani gete. xSs+Act 17-8 Viet, c. 91 
§ 42 Where such shootings or ®deer forests are actually, let. 
1892 E. Weston Bell Scot. Deerhound Bo Probably not, 
more than twenty deer forests, recognized .as such, were in 
existence prior to the beginning of the present century, *607 
Topskll Fourf. Beasts > 1658,-* 93 Of the first kinde of Trnge* 
laphvs which may be called a * Deer-goat. _ 1693 Sra T. P. 
Blount Nat. Hist. 30 The Deer-Goat . . being partly like a 
deer partly like a Goat, x866 Treas. Bot, 97 a/a Low peren- 
nial often bristly herbs, commonly called # I>eer-gm«R, or 
Meadow-beauty, [with] large showy cyniose flowers. 1540-® 
Act 31 Hen. VIII, c, 5 To make ’dere Rapes and breaker 
in the sayde hedges and fences. 1838 James Robber i, In 
front appeared a Meer-park. x86o G.JHb K. Vac, l our. 172 
It is no light business' to get our big stag., on the ®deer 
saddle. xy6a J. Clayton Flora Virgmka 57 JRnculm 
fiorilms odandrh Linn. . , * Dear’s Eye, and Bucks Eyes, 
2883 Century Mag. XXVI. 383 Among the i.Uy-pack, *deer- 
tongue, and other aquatic plant ;. 1880 7 tk Rep. SttrtK 
Adirondack Reg. N. V. 159 We reached an cq^en forest 
plateau on the mountain, where we were surprised to find 
a ** deer-yard Here the deep snow was. tramped down by 
deer into a broad central level area, 

Deeufberry ,dH Jbe-ri . A name given to the 
berry or succulent fruit of several. North American 
procumbent shrubs or herbs, esp, of Cdulthtria 
procumbens (NT.). Ericaceae), commonly called 
Winter-green in U. S. Also of Vacant *m stami- 
neum, also called Squaw Huckleberry, and Mil- 
chills rtpms (N.O. t inchmacem ), a creeping herb, 
widely distributed in America, The name is also 
sometimes applied to the plants themselves. 

x86a Chambers' Emycl, 640. 1866 Tmm * Bot, 52a Tins 
berries |of Ganltheria] are known by various names,' as 
Partridge-berry, Chequer-berry, Deer-berry , Tea-berry , Box- 
berry, mid afford winter food to partridge*, deer, ana other 
animals. 

Dee*r-co:loured, a. Of the colour of a deer ; 
tawny- red. 

161 x Cotgr., Blond. . bright tawnie, or «leer-colo«recl. x688 
Loud. Gas. No. 2408/4 A brown Gelding (with} * , Deer- 
coloured Haunches, 2746-7 Mis. Dklany A niobiog, (3861) 
II.447 A flowered silk*, on a pale deer -coloured figured 
ground* 

Deer(e t obs- f. Dear, and Dere v. f to injure, 

De©*r-liair t deer’s hair- 

1, The hair of deer, 

1494 Act ti Hen. Vff, c. to Cushions, stuffed with Horn 
hair . . Deers-hatr, and Goats-hai r. 

2. 'The common name in Scotland in'cl north of 
England of a small moorland species of dub-rush, 
Scirpus aespitosns. 

vpprZ Liuhtfoot . Flom Scot. fiySip II, 1080 f.App .1 
Scirpus cmpifmm Deer’s UmrScolis nmtralibm. mi8m 
Leyden Ld, Smlis bevi, Ami on the spot, ■ where they 
boil'd the pot, The spreat and the cleer*l»ir ne’er shall grow, 
x8x6 Scott Old Mori. I, Mew, lichen, and' deer-hair are. 
fast covering those stone*. 18$ at*. Johnston Hat. Hist. 
E. Borders 203 Deer's Hair. ■ Abundantly m all oar moors, 
t Dee*r-2iay. Oh. K Dikim- Hat, a net set 
round an animal's haunt,] A net set for the cap- 
ture of deer. 

ifloa Act 19 Hm, VlfjC. % 1 The greatest Deitraction of 
Red Deer ami Fallow'. . is with New called ibu*r*liays and 
Buck-stalls. 299$ Man wood Lnwes Forest xviit, | § (*615) 
*3S* *7^6 Sporting Mag. VIII. 177 Taking a buck in a 
deer-bayes, or net, it not ttnfrequint in parks. 
De©*r-ltOUli<i, A clog of A breed used for 
bunting red -deer, a stag -hound ; parthubuly, one 
of a Scottish breed, * large variety of the rough 
greyhound, standing a8 inches or more. 

Cx8'*4 Scott tVm. Ix»l, Two grim and hatf-starved deer 
f»yhou.ndi.] *®*8 W. H. 'Scott Brit. Field' Sports 3S4 
Few Pack® m Deer Hounds. »«. now 'kept, . f 3 tj§ W, Se»« 
Deerstalking xii. 1 ’hft deerhound t* known under the 
names of Irish wolfhound, Iridhgroriioutid, HighUml d«r- 
huuud, and Scotch greyhound* 1858 Jehms A need. D&<>* 
(Bobat mt Tim Highland . gmyhmmUt or d««rhoo»d»'as 
they art called la the Highkum, have a great antij-athy to 
the sheep-dogs. x%a E. Weston Bull {title). The Aticteat 
Scottish Deerhound. 

Dee*ricide. nonet-wd. [f. Deer + -earn.] The 
killing or killer of a deer. 
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183a J. R- Hope-Sooty in R. Ornsby Mem. (1884) 1 . 41 The 
second [day] crowned with the above-mentioned deericide, 
f De6T4dzL. Obs. In 2~3 -eyn, -een. [See 
Kin.] Beast-kind, as distinct from man. 

a 1175 Cott. Horn. 221 Niatenu and deor-cen and fu3el-cyn. 
[bid. 225 Of diercynne and of fugel cynne; c x 250 Gen. 4 
Ex. 556 And oner- downed men & deres-kin. 

Beerlet (di**Jlet). [See -LET.] A little or 
tiny deer. In mod Diets. 

Dee'r-lick* A small spring or spot of damp 
ground, impregnated with, salt, potash, alum, or 
the like, where deer come to lick. 

1876 R, K Price Two Americas (1877) 217 A deer-lick is 
a small spring of saline or sulphur-impregnated water, to 
which.. all the deer in the country for miles and miles will 
come jto ‘ liquor up 1890 Hallett 1000 miles 362 The 
place is a deer-lick, and the caravans of cattle which passed 
. .so enjoyed licking the puddles, that they could hardly be 
driven from the place. 

Bee*r-monse. The popular name: of certain 
American mice ; esp. the widely-distributed white- 
footed mouse (Hespcromys leucopus) brown ahove 
and white beneath ; also the common jumping- 
mouse ( Zapus hudsomus) , so called from its 
agility. 

1884-90 Cassell’s Nat. Hist. HI. in The white-footed, or 
Deer Mouse, .is perhaps the best known of all the species, 
and its varieties, or rather local permanent races, are dis- 
tributed all over the continent of North America. 

f De-e*rr, v. Obs. rare~ x . [ad. L. deerrdre to 
wander off, f. De- I 2 + erran r to wander, stray.], 
intr. To go astray, diverge, 

1657 Tomlinson Renou's Disp. 108 That it may deerre into 
the breast. 

Bee*rsM». The skin of a deer, especially 
as a material for clothing. Also attrib. 

1396 Will of Wodehous (Commissary Crt.), Meam togam 
blod’ cum furrure Sc v n deriskyn. 1751 Johnson Rambler 
No. 187 P 3 [She] laid aside from that hour her white deer 
skins. 1820 Scott Monast , xiv, In his home-spun doublet, 
blue cap, and deerskin trousers. 1876 Bancroft Hist. U. S. 
II. xx xiv. 362 Dressed, .each in a large deerskin. 
Bee"r~sta:Uk:er., [See Stalk v . J 

1 . One who stalks deer ; a sportsman who fur- 
tively approaches the deer, so as to get within 
shooting-distance without being discovered. 

1875 J. H. Bennet Winter Medii. r. vii. 189 Reached by 
Scottish deer-stalkers and hardy mountaineers. 1885 Black 
White Heather ix. The smartest deer-stalker and the best 
trainer of dogs in Sutherlandshire. 

2 . Name given to a low-crowned close-fitting 
hat fit to be worn by deer-stalkers. 

1881 Cheq. Career 135 In the winter a ‘ billycock' or ‘ deer- 
stalker * is considered quite dressy enough. 

So B ee*r-staTMiig vhl. sb. 

1826 Scott Bl Diuarfn, On his retuni from deer-stalking. 
x 885 Hew Bk. Smarts 20 There is no sport in the world 
about which more nonsense is talked than deer-stalking. 
1885 Black White Heather i, Clad in a smart deer-stalking 
costume. 

Dee*r-stea:Ier. A poacher who kills and 
steak deer. So Bee *r-st ©ailing- vbl. sb. 

c 1640 J. Smith Lives Berkeleys (1883) II. 296 Old 
notorious deerestealers. 2679-88 Seer. Serv. Money Chas. 
II Jas. II (Camden 1 ) 75 To discover dear-stealers and 
trespassers within the said forest. 1714 Mandeville Fab. 
Bees (1725) I, 172 He promises never to be a deer-stealer, 
upon condition that he shall have venison of his own. 2710 
Land. Gaz. No. 4702/2 Leave . . to bring in a Bill to prevent 
Dear-stealing. 2828 Scott Hrt. Midi xxxiii. Among smug- 
glers and deer-stealers. 

Deerth, obs. form of Deabtk. 

Bees©, sb. dial. A place where herrings are 
dried. 

i68b J. Collins Salt 4 Fishery 67 That they be- suddenly 
put into the Deese, and well or sufficiently Deesed.^ 1847-78 
Halliwell, Dees, a place- where herrings are dried, Fast 
Sussex. 2875 Parish Sussex Gloss., Deese, a place where 
herrings are dried, now more generally called a herring-hang, 
from the fish being on sticks to dry. 

Bees©, v. dial. [f. prec.] trans. To dry (her- 
rings >* Hence Bee*sing*-room. 

1682 J. Collins Salt <f- Fishery 66 The worser sort .. are 
deesed over a Wood-fire, and. are thereby dried and. rendered 
. . Red-Herrings. Ibid. 124 Dried . . on Racks in a Fire or 
Deesing-roome. 

t Be*ess, deesse. Obs. [a. F. deesse (1 2th c.), 
variant, influenced by L. dm, of dietiesse, fern, of 
dim 'god. . Gf. . Pr. demssa, diuessa, Sp. diosa, Pg. 
deosa. See -esh.] A goddess. 

_ 1549 Compl. Scot. Prol. 11 Ane foyr ymage of the deesse 
'. tuno. 2685 Bp. H, Croft on Burnet's Tit, Earth Prefi Avij 
(T.), Pie does so much magnifle Nature, .that he hath made 
her - a kind, of joint decs® with God, 1698 Vanbrugh AEsop 
l 285 Wks. (18931 I. 169 The Deesse who from-. Atropos’a 
. breast preserves. .The' names of heroes- and their actions. 
Dees(se, obs. forms of Dais, Dice. 

Beet, Sc. £ died : see Da v. 

Beeth, obs. form of Death. 

Be-eiMcize, v. [De- II. i.J trans. To 
deprive: of its ethical character ; to separate from 
-ethics. ; Hence Be-e*tMcize& ppl. a., De-rthi- 
cizing vbl. sb., Be-etMciaa*tion. 

2887 Boy© CAREraTEE Perm* ' Mkm.. Relig. v. I- 2 (2892) 
288 Religionism -is. the shadow of religion . . its effect is to 
de-eikicize reBpon; - 1890 W. S. "Lilix Rights Wrong-, The 
" newspaper' -press, .has dene wore than, any ttnagefese to de- 
ethkise public life. ■ 1890 Guardian 30 Apr. 721/3 Suspicion 


of that demoralising (or de efchidsing) tendency. 2893 j 
Fairbairn Christ in Mod. Tkeal. 405. The invariable ten- 
dency in Metaphysics is to the de-ethicization of deity. ! 
Deeve, obs. form of Deaf, Deavb v. 

Deevil, dial. var. of Devil. 

Dee wan : see Dewan. Def, obs. f. Deaf. 
Deface (d/©»s), v. Also 4 defaas, 5 defface, 
defase, difface, 6 dyffaee.^ [a. obs. F. deface- r, 
earlier defacer , orig. desfacier , £. des~ 3 di- (De- 6) 
+face Face sb. Cf. It. sfacciare . ] 

1. trans. To mar the face, features, or appear- 
ance of ; to spoil or ruin the figure, form, or beauty 
of ; to disfigure. 

To deface coin includes the stamping on a legally current 
coin of any name or words other than those impressed on. it ; 
made illegal by Act 16 & 17 Viet. c. 102. 

c 2374 Chaucer Troylus v. 915 And clepe A-yen beute 
of your face, That ye with salte Teeris so deface. 1430 
Lydg. Citron. Troy in. xxvii, But in her rage to the kinge 
she ran. .So diffaeed and rewefull of her sight That by her 
hewe knoweth her no wyht. 2555 Euen Decades 48 The 
hole woorke. .defaced with blottes and interlynynge. 2579 
Lyly Euphues (Arb.) 39 One yron Mole, defaceth the 
whole peece of Lawne. ? 1.66 2 in 12 tit Rep. Hist. MSS. 
Comm . App. v. 7 Lucas, .cut downe all the trees about the 
Castle, which utterly defaced the seat. 2726 Lady M. W. 
Montagu Let. 10 Oct. (1887) I. 230 There are some few 
heads of ancient statues ; but several of them are defaced 
by modern additions. 2818 Cruise Digest (ed. 2) I V. 497 
A deed. .is. .cancelled, by tearing off the seals, or otherwise 
defacing it. 2848 Macaulay Hist. Eng. I. 160 Fine works 
of art and curious remains of antiquity, were brutally 
defaced. 

b. fig. (of things immaterial). 
c 1325 Deo Grattas 70 in E. E. P. (2862) 12 6 J>i vertues let 
no- fulj?e defbas. c 2450 Crt. of Love iii, Minerva, guide me 
with thy grace. That language rude my matter not deface. 
2509 Fisher Fun. Serm. C'tess Richmond Wks. (1876) 290 
A noblenes of mailers, withouten whiche the noblenes of 
hloode is moche defaced. 2656 Hobbes Liberty , Necess. 

4- Chance (1842) 286 Those readers whose judgments are 
not defaced with the abuse of words. 1706 Addison Poems, 
Rosamond 1. iv, Flow does my constant grief deface The 
pleasures of this happy place ! 2878 P. Bayne Purit. Rev. 

1. 5 Every religion, .will be more or less defaced by error, 
f 2. To destroy, demolish, lay waste. Obs. 

1494 Fabyan Chron, vi. clxxx. 178 The cytie of Mayn- 
chester, that sore was defaced with warre of the Danys. 
2568 Grafton Chron. II. 732 They woulde . .race, and clerely 
deface the walles, toures, and portes of the Castell. 2575 
Churchyard Chippes (1817) 148 Now cleane defaste the 
goodly buildings fayre. 1600 J. Pory tr. Leo’s Africa 1. 29 
The Portugals erected a fortresse, which their king after- 
ward commanded them to deface. 1632 Lithgow Treat. 11. 
47 Croatia, .then by lawlesse, and turbulent souldiers, was 
miserably defaced. 1872 R. Ellis Catullus lxvi. 12 Hotly 
the King to deface outer Assyria sped. 

8. To blot out, obliterate, efface (writing, marks'). 
2340 Ayenb. 191 Hi lokede. .ine hare testament and hi 
yze3 )>e housend pond defaced of hire write, c 1400 M aundev. 
(Roxb.) xxv. 1 17 When H s naonee es waxen aide, and Ipe 
prynte peroff defaced by cause of vsyng. 2483 Caxton 
Gold. Leg. 333/2 The lyon . . defaceth his traces and stappes 
with his taille whan he fleeth. 2587 Fleming Contn. Holm- 
shed III. 1372^1 To deface a letter, which he was then m 
writing . . in cipher. 2646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. 1. iv, 
To deface the print of a cauldron in the ashes. 2692 
Bentley Boyle Led. i. 4 In Characters that can never be 
defaced. 1839 Miss Mitford in L'Estrange Life III. vii. 
100 The beginning of this letter is irreparably defaced. 

b .fig. To blot out of existence, memory, thought, 
etc. ; to extinguish. 

c 1386 Chaucer Clerk's T. 454 This wyl is in myn herte 
and ay shal be No lengthe of tyme or deeth may this deface. 
c 2430 Lydg. Min. Poems ( 1840) 198 (Matz.) Than comyth 
a storm and doth his lihte difface. 2570 T. Norton tr . Newels 
Catech. (1853 ) 160 Defacing with everlasting forgetfulness 
the memory of our sins. 2621 Burton A not, Mel. n. iii. n v 
For want of issue they [families] are defaced in an instant. 
2709 Pope Ess. Crit. 25 By false learning is good sense 
defac’d. 2796 [see Defaced], 

+ 4, To destroy the reputation or credit of; to 
| discredit, defame. Obs. 

2529 More Dyaloge 1. Wks. 109/1 To deface that holy 
; worke, to the ende, that they might, seme to haue some lust 
cause to burne it. 2548 Udall Erasm. Par. Pref. 21 To 
j bryng hym out of credite, to deface hym. 1370 LEVINS 7/16 
! To Deface, dehonestare. 1600 E. Blount tr. Conestaggio 
223 Reasons to deface the Dukes merits. 2642 Prynne 
[ Antip. p. x, John White . . would have defaced Queene 
| Elizabeth gladly, if hee durst, in his Funerall Sermon of 
! Queene Mary, whom he immoderately extolled. 

1*5. To put out of countenance; to outface, 

! abash. Obs. 

*537 in W. FI. Turner Select , Rec. Oxford 243 There stode 
l . . Parret . . and his face flatt ageynst for to deface me. 

[ c 2570 Lady Hungerford to W. Darrell in H. Hall Eliz. 
Soc. (*887) 253 Seeke oute what possabeli may be to deface 
and disprove those varieties that soo vily hathe yoused us. 
f 8, To outshine by contrast, cast in the shade. 
c 2590 Greene Fr. Bacon xvi. 48 So rich and fair a bud, 
f whose brightness shall deface prond Phcebus flower. 2639 
tr. Dm Beefs Compl. Woman Cij, Women who . . put on 
many diamonds . . make them contemplate their jewels . . 
The luster of the flash they give, defaceth that of their own 
| hue. 2796 Morse Amer. Geog. I. 142 The Aurora Borealis 
j ..not to. be defaced even by the splendour of the full moon. 
1* Defa 4 ©©, sb. Obs. [£ pTec.] Defacement. 
2556 J. Heywood Spider $ F. her. 5 That trewth trewlie 
[ might appere without deface. *563 Sackville Compl Dk. 

Buckkm, xix. Wks. ( 1 859) 1 30 Y et God. .At last descriesthem 
i to your sad deface. You see the examples set before your face. 

! 2602 Chester Loads Marti (2878V 61 His fathers Coate, his 
| Mothers Countries grace, His honors Badge, his cruel! foes 


deface, c 2621 Chapman Iliad vl 298 He hath been bora, 
and bred to the deface, By great Olympius, of Troy. 

Befaceabl© (dtf£ l, sab’l), a. [-able.] Liable 
to or capable of defacement. 

2889 Bookseller Feb. 146/2 A nickel coin. . [is] not so easily 
defaceable as ordinary bullion. 

Defaced (dt&st), ppl. a. [-ed 1 .] Disfigured, 
marred, destroyed, blotted out, etc. : see Deface. 

1776 Adam Smith W. N. i. v. (1869) I. 43 One-arad-twenty 
worn and defaced shillings. 179,6 Burke Regie. Peace x. 
Wks. VIII. 83 With defaced manufactures, with a ruined 
commerce. 1845-6 Trench Huls. Led. Ser. 1. iv. 57 The 
idea of a. .defaced and yet not wholly effaced image of God 
in man, 2860 Tyndall Glac. 1. ix. 61 Defaced statuary. 
Hence Befa/ee&mess. 

1668 Howe Bless. Rights ents (1825V 109 To recover the de- 
facedness of God : to be again made’ like- him, as once I was* 

Befaxememt. [£ Deface v. + -meut.] The 
action or process of defacing ; the fact or state of 
being defaced ; concr. a disfigurement. 

2561 T. Norton Calvin's Inst. j. xi. (1634) 38 It cannot be 
done without some defacement of his glory. 262a Bacon 
Hen. VII, 55 In defacement of his former benefits. 1630 
Naunton Frosya. Reg. (Arb.) 64 Modesty in me forbids the 
defacements of Men departed. 2664 H„ More Myst. Itiiqr, 
566 Such disorderly breaches are a great defacement of the 
lustre of the Protestant Reformation . . which .. was the 
special work of God. *796 Burke Regie. Peace iii. Wks. 
VIII. 310 Amidst the recent ruins and the new defacements 
of his plundered capital. 2878 P. Bayne Par. Rev. i. 8 The 
removal of their excrescences and defacements. 2885 Manclu 
Exam . 23 May 5/1 The defacement of French copper coins 
. .by having an advertisement stamped upon them. 

Defacer (dffp^soj). [f. as prec. -f -ER 1 .] One 
who or that which defaces. 

15134 in Froude Hist. Eng. ix. II. 320 The most cruellest 
capital heretic, defacer and treader under foot of Christ and 
his church. 26x2 Speed Hist. Gt. Brit, ix. ix. (2632) 625 
Clippers and defacers of his Coyne, 2623 Shaks. Hen. VIII , 
v. iii. 41 Nor is there lining. .A man that more detests, .De- 
facers of a publique peace then I doe. 1876 M. Arnold 
Lit. Dogma 120 A defacer and disfigurerof moral treasure* 
which were once in better keeping. 

Defacing (d/fF^sig), vbl. sb. [-iug 1 .] The 
action of the verb Deface ; defacement. 

C 2400 Test. Love 1. (1560) 273/x The defacing to you is 
verily imaginable. 1543-4 Ad 35 Hen. VIII, c. 20 For 
satisfaction of any suche: breakyng and defacyng of the 
grounde. 2631 Weever Anc. Fun, Mon. 50 Proclamation 
..against defacing of Monuments. « 2728 Penn Tracts 
Wks. 1726 I. 686 To preserve them’ from the Defacings of 
Time. 1872 R. Ellis Catullus Levin, ijt So your house- 
hold names no rust nor seamy defacing Soil this day. 

Befaxing, ppL a. [-mo KJ That defaces ; 
disfiguring ; t destroying, etc. 

iS 33 M. Roydon Commend. V erses in Watson Poems (Arb.) 
35 Reproofe with his defacing crewe Treades vnderfoote 
that rightly should aspyre. 1886 Ruskin Prseterita I. vi, 
176 The defacing mound [at Waterloo] was not then built, 
2887 Times 27 Aug. 20/2 He. asks for a removal- of the de- 
facing advertisements. 

Hence Befa cingly adv n in a defacing manner.. 

2847 in Craig. 

Be faeto : see De I 3. 

t Befa*de, v. Obs. Also- 4 diflf-, 5 dyff-. Pa. 
t. and pple. in Sc. defaid, -&yd. [prob.. repre- 
senting an OF. or AF. * defader, £ des~, de- (De- I. 
3, 6) + OF. fader: see Fade v.J 

1 . intr. To lose freshnesses fairness; to fade away. 
c 1325; Song of Yesterday 8 in E. E.P. (1862) 133 JPter wene 

heore honoure and heore heks Sdbal euer last and netier 
diffade. ? a *400 MorteArtlu 3304 N0W esmy face defadide, 
and foule is me hapnede. 2470-85 Malory Arthur x. Ixxxvi, 
A Palontydes . . why arte thowdyffaded thou that was won ta 
to be called on* of the fayrest kny^tes of the world. *5x3 
Douglas JEneis xirih 54, His schene cullour, ( and figur glaid 
Is nocht ah went, nor his bewte defayd. 2570 Levins 9/2 To 
Defade^ deficere. 

2 . trans. To cause to fade ; to deprive of lustre, 
freshness, or vigour ; cf. Fade v. 3. 

2423 Jas. I Hingis Q. clxx, ; Alt thing. .That may thv 3011th 
oppressen or defade, c 1440 Hylton Scata Perf. (W. de W. 
1494) 11. xii, Beholde me not that I am swart Jfor the sonne 
hath defaded" me. 1461 Liber Pluscard. xi. viii. (Hist. Scot. 
VIL 383). 

Defaecate, -cation : see Defecate^ -cation. 
Defaict, obs. form of Defeat, Defect. 
Defalk, obs. Sc- form of Defalk. 
tBefai'l, V. Obs. [a. F. defaill-ir (Ch. de 
Roland, 1 ith c.) *■ Pr. defalMr, OCat. defallir : £ 
De- 3 + falMrefiEmi. xepr. af h.fal2efe: see Fail.] 
1. intr. Used in various senses of Fail v. (the 
prefix adding little to* : 'the; farce- of the word] : a. 
To be or become absent or wanting (to a. person* or 
with dative ), ; b. To lose vigour, become weak, 
decay ; a To defied! of ; to lack, want. 

23 . . Shoreham Ps, ' ' xxiifi]. 1 in Wyclif s Bible - : L Pref. . 4 
Nothyng -shal de&^ea to me. r^cx Ayenb, 33 Efterward 
comh werihede }>et makeji bane man weri and worst want 
: daye to daye a-1 huet he isjal recreyd and deffiyled. ' 1382 
■ Wyclif Deut. xxvifi. 32 Thin eyen . . , deffiyiynge at the si3t 
i ■ of hem al day. ; 4x420 Hoccleve De Reg. Print. 3525 
. Whether supposest thowbette that noblesse Begynne m me, 

! or noblesse and honour Defaile in the? 1 ■ . -rx^fo York Myst. 

! xxvii L 146 If aifothir for-sake ' Jw - 1 schall- fayntely 

| de&yle.pei ; 248* Caxton Myrr, iii.'vE; *4® Whaa-'the ntatw 
l . . cometb right bytwene vs. and:, the . sonne,, thenaae ; 

raone taketh and reteygneth. the Iyght of the sonne on 
- hye, so that It* semeth to 1 vs that 'is : defayHed. - 2490. — • 

, Eneydos xiii. 48 Her speche ^ - deffaylleth all* . sodeynly and ’ 
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DEFAMATION. 


DEFAIL AN CE . 

can not kepe purpos ne countenaunce. 1556 A urelio <f* / sab. 
N iv, I forcede ot love, defailinge of goode jugemente, dis- 
cover myne Hies to her. 

2 . trans. To cause to fail ; to defeat. 

1608 Machin DumbKnight 1. (1633) B ' lv > Which to with- 
stand I boldly enter thus, And will defaile, or else prove 
recreant. 

Hence + Defarling vbl sb. 

1502 Ord. Crysten Men (W. de W. 1506) iv. xxix. 331 The 
fourth lettynge is dyffaylynge of wytte humayne. 3580 Hol- 
lyband Treas., Defaillance «S* langueur,dtfay\\xig, languor. 

t BefarXan.ce, -faillance. Obs. Also 7-8 
«fail(l)ianee. [a. F. dff alliance, f. difailHr 1 see 
-ance.] Failing, failure. 

1603 Florio Montaigne n. vi. (1632) 207 So great a . . deffail- 
ance of senses [as in fits]. 1613-18 Daniel Coll. H ist. E ng. 
(1626) ss He had a fayre Title, by the defaillance of issue. 
a 1668 Sir W. Waller Dm. Medit. (1839) 42 In the defail- 
liance of all these transitory comforts. 421677 Barrow 
Serm. Wks. 1716 II. 57 By transgression of his laws and de- 
failance in duty. 1727 A. Hamilton New Ace. E. Ind. II. 
xxxviii. 206 Those Eastern Desperadoes are very faithful 
where. .Covenants are duly observed when made with them, 
but in Defailiance, they are revengeful and cruel. 

t Befarllaacy. Obs. rare. [f. as prec. with 
suffix -ancy.] Failure. 

3649 Jer. Taylor Gt. Exemp. 11. viii. 71 Our life Is full of 
defaillancies, 1689 Def. Liberty agst. Tyrants 144 Neither 
can the others defaillancy {printed defalliancy] be excused, 
in the bad managing of the tutorship. 

J Befai-lment. Obs. [a. obs. F. difailhment 
(Cotgr.), f. difaillir : see -KENT.] Failure. 

1612 Proc. Virginia in Capi. Smith's Wks. (Arb.) 89. All 
the world doe see a defailement. 1624 Capt. Smith Virginia 
XH, xi. 88 We . , sent him for England, with a true relation 
of the causes of our derailments. 1652-62 Heylin Cosmogr. 
To Rdr. (1674) A iij, After the defailment of his Projects, 
f Befai'lnre. Obs . rare. [f. Depail v. after 
failure : see -uke.] Failure. 

a 1677 Barrow Pope's Suprem. (1687) 272 Why may not 
the Successour of Peter, no Jess than the Heir of Adam, 
suffer a defaileur of Jurisdiction ? 2753 L. M. tr. Du Bosq’s 
Accompl. Woman II. 69 Who is there that thinks he shall 
die by defailure of strength ? 

Defeasance, obs. form of Defeasance. 
De£ait(e, obs. forms of Defeat. 

Defaite, defate, ppl a. Sc. [Sc. form of defeat 
for defeated : cf. Defeit,] Defeated, vanquished 
2597 Montgomerie Cherrie fy Slae 1255 For he esteemt 
his faes defate, Quhen anes he fand them. fald. 1814 Saxon 
Gael I. 96 (Jam.) A’ defaite thegither. 

+ Befa'lcable, a. Obs. rare- 1 , [f. med.L. de- 
falcdre (see below; + -ble.] Liable to be deducted. 

262a Sir R. Boyle Diary (1886) II. 43 He had paid and 
disbursed for me defalcable on his accompt 714“ 17* 6 d . 

t Defa lcate, ppl a. Obs. [ad. med.L. defat - 
cat-us, pa, pple. of defalcare : see next.] Curtailed, 
diminished. 

2531 Elyot Gov. tt. x, All thoughe philosopher in the 
description of vertues haue deuised to set them as it were in 
degrees , . yet be nat these in any parte defalcate of their 
condigne praises. 

Defalcate (dHsedk^t), v. Also 6-7 -at. [f. 
defalcate, ppl. stem of med.L, defalcare (see Du 
Cange), f. De- I. 1, a + la. falx, falc-em sickle, 
reaping-hook, scythe. Cf. F. dlfalquer (14th c. in 
Littr^), Sp. defalcar , It. diffalcare.] 
frl, trans. To cut or lop off (a portion from 
a whole) ; to retrench, deduct, subtract, abate. 

2540-1 Elyot Image Gov. (1549) a 5 He shall defalcate that 


a substantial! part. 1653 Manton Exp. fames ii. 20 Man 
is not ... to defalcate and cut off such a considerable part of 
duty at his own pleasure. 2721 Strype Eccl. Mem. 2 1. xxhr. 
430 Those that had accounts to make to the king . . used to 
defalcate a part and put it into their own pockets. 2755 
Magens Insurances I. 439 Defalcating from the Money due 
to the English, the Sum which his Subjects demanded for 
their Indemnification. 2810 Bentham Packing (1821) 195 
The least desire to see defalcated any the least particle of 
abuse from a system composed wholly of abuse. 2827 — 
Plan of Pari. Reform ccexvi. 

1 2. To take or deduct a part from ; to curtail, 
reduce. Obs. 

a 1690 E. Hopkins Exp. Ten Commandm . (R.), To . . de- 
falcate, and as it were to decimate the laws of the great 
God, 1722 Prideaux Direct. Ch.-wardens (ed. 4) 90 Such 
an one shall . . he defalcated all those Particulars in his 
Account, where the Fraud appears. 2793 W. Roberts 
Looker-on No. 66 7*2 If it [the mind] were defalcated and 
reduced, 2827 Bentham Ch.-of-Englandism (1818) 386 Let 
all pay, * be defalcated, and applied to the real exigencies of 
the State. 

b. T o diminish or lessen in luminosity, heat, etc. 
2808 Herschel in Phil Trans. XCVIII. 256 Both phases 
appear to me sufficiently defalcated, to prove that the comet 
did not shine by light reflected from the sun only. 

S, intr. To commit defalcations; to misappro- 
priate property in one’s charge. 

2864 in Webster. 1888 Daily News 33 July 5/2 Head 
clerks have defalcated. 2892 Law Times XCII. 19/x The 
secretary of the society having defalcated, and being threat- 
ened . . with criminal proceedings. 

Defalcation, (dffaelk^pn). [ad, med.L. de- 
falcaUdn-em, n. of action from defalcare : see prec. 
So mod.F. defalcation (t8th c. in Hatzf.).] 

+ 1. Diminution or reduction by taking away a 
part ; cutting down, abatement, curtailment Obs. 


124 

1476 Will of Sir J. Crosby , An equall defalcation or diminu- 
cion pounde poundelike penny pennylike and rate ratelxke 
of all the legates aforesaid e. 1526 Househ. Ord. 139 fobe 
corrected . . by the checking and defalcation of their wages. 
1611 Speed Hist. Gt. Brit. ix. xii. (1632) 685 I his treason- 
able defalcation and weakening of the royali meanes. 2050 
Fuller Ptsgah 412 In such defalcation of measures by Gyrus 
allotted, he shewed little courtship to his master the. Era- 
perour. 1712 Addison Sped. No. 488 P 2 The Tea Table 
shall be set forth every Morning with its Customary bin ot 
Fare, and without any manner of defalcation. __ 

b. spec. Reduction of an account, claim, etc., by 
the amount of a counter-account or claim, allowed 
as a set-off. 

2623 Malynes Anc. Law- Merck. 117 The Factor is to 
haue the benefit of the Salt in defalcation of the said iraight. 
2830 C. Huston in Hovk v. Foley 2 Pen. & W. (Pa.) 250 
(Cent.) Defalcation is setting off another account or another 
contract— perhaps total want of consideration founded on 
fraud, imposition, or falsehood, is not defalcation : though, 
being relieved in the same way, they are blended. 

2 . The action or fact of cutting or lopping off or 
taking away ; deduction, arch. 

2624 F. White Repl. Fisher 471 The defalcation of one 

kind is against the integritie of the substance of the Eucha- 
rist. 2652 Bp. Hall Rem. Wks. (1660) 145 If we be still our 
old selves . . without defalcation of our corruptions, without 
addition of Grace. 2673 Essex Papers (Camden) I. 247 I o 
allow twelve thousand Pds to y' farmers, by way of defal- 
cation, out of ther Rents for y Customs. 1684 1 . Burnet 
Tk. Earth 1. 285 If these deductions and defalcations be 
made. 2755 Magens Insurances I. 440 His Majesty .. will 
order the Defalcation of the Sum adjudged to his Subjects. 
a 2832 Bentham Mem. 4 Corr. Wks. 1843 X. 69 The stock 
of knowledge . . from which, after a certain period lof life], 
large defalcations are every minute making by the scythe 
of Time. ... 

b. A deduction ; a diminution or abatement to 
which an amount (income, etc.) is liable, on account 
of debts or expenses, arch. 

1622 Burton A nat. Mel, Democr. to Rdr. 63 To defray 
this charge of wars, as also all other public defalcations, 
expenses, fees, pensions. 1622 F. Markham Bk. War n. 
iv. 55 After his debts and defalcations are paid. 2690 
B6 yle Ckr. Virtuoso n. 20 This inward Recompense is 
received, not only without any Defalcations, but with great 
improvements. 1701 J. Law Counc. Trade (1751) 9 Repairs, 
risques, damages by fire and other defalcations, 2823 
Bentham Not Paul p. iii, A reprint, .but with some defalca- 
tions, additions, and alterations. 

3 . Diminution suffered or sustained ; falling off, 
arch. 

2649 Jer. Taylor Gt. Exemp. xi. 5 . §9 Nothing but a very 
great defalcation or ruin of a man's estate will . .justify such 
a controversy. 279a Herschel in Phil. Trans. LXXXII. 
27 The brightness of the moon, notwithstanding the great 
defalcation of light occasioned by the eclipse. 2793 Ld. 
Auckland's Corr. II. 514 The duty, which last year pro- 
duced 160,000/, is betted this year at under 50,000/ ; a terrible 
defalcation . . especially after the falling off of the last 
quarter. 1801 Wellesley in Owen Deep. 202 The causes 
of this increasing defalcation of revenue are manifest, and 
daily acquire new strength. 1832 Brewster Optics xiv.122 
Its tint varied with the angle of incidence, and had some 
relation to the defalcation of colour in the prismatic images, 
2844 H.-H. Wilson Brit. India III. 452 A serious defalca- 
tion of the public revenue was incurred. 

4 . Falling away, defection; shortcoming, failure, 
delinquency. 

2750 Carte Hist. Eng. II. 304 Its power would have been 
so much lessened by the defalcation of the vassal provinces. 
178a Miss Burney Cecilia (2820) III. 38 Defalcation of 
principle. 2820 Lamb Elia Ser. 1. Oxford in Vacation , I., 
could almost have wept the defalcation of Iscariot. 283a 
Eliza Nathan Langreath 1 . 192 Tears of. .regret streamed 
down her cheeks at the defalcation of her vows to Dalton. 
2839 James Louis XIV IV. 158 The defalcation of one or 
two members from the league. 2868 Miss Braddon Run to 
Earth III. L 16 Pointing out Reginald's neglect, all his 
defalcations, the cruelty of his conduct to her. 

5 . A monet ary deficiency through breach of trust 
by one who has the management or charge of 
funds ; a fraudulent deficiency in money matters ; 
also concr. (in pi), the amount so misappropriated. 

2846 Worcester, Defalcation , a breach of trust by one 
who has charge or management of money. [Not in Craig, 
2847.3 2856 E. A. Bond Russia at Close 16th C. (Hakluyt 

Soc.) Introd. 230 Although they had clamoured loudly of 
his defalcations, .at the termination of his connection with 
them, the balance • . was in his favour. 2866 Mom. Star 
20 Aug. 6/4 The ground of the action taken being an alleged 
defalcation to the extent of 21,000/. 2885 Maneh. Exam. 

6 July 4/7 The prosecutors estimate the defalcations at 
about 4 1,800. 

Defalcator (drfaelk^tax). [agent-n. on L, 
type from med.L. defalcare ; see Defalcate.] One 
guilty of defalcation ; one who has misappropriated 
money or other property committed to his care. 

2813 Chron. in Ann. Reg. 24/2 A. .collector of the income 
tax m the parish of Christchurch Surry, has lately become 
a' defalcator to the amount of f 3,700. 2858 Carlyle Fredk. 
Gt. (2865) L iv, iii, 290 Prevaricators, defalcators, imaginary 
workers, and slippery unjust persons. 2890 Harpers Mag. 
Apr.760/1 A defalcator convicted and sentenced, 
fr Defa-lee, v. Obs. rare . [ad, med.L, defalcare ; 
see next.] « Defalk. 

2652 Fuller Abel Rediv., Berengarius 5 When'' we read 
Baronius calling him homimm mendacissimum—wo know 
how to defalce our credit accordingly. 

Defalk (difpik), V. Obs . or arch. Also 5-7 
-falke, 6 -falck, -faik 6-7 -faulk(e, [a. F* 
dfalque-r (14th c. in Littr< 5 ), ad, med.L. dfalcare ; 
see Defalcate.] 


+ 1. trans. To diminish by cutting off a part, to 
reduce by deductions. Obs. 

1475 Bk. Noblesse 72 None of youre officers roialle. . shalle 
darre doo the contrarie to take no bribe, rewarde, or defalke 
the kingis wagis. 1526 Househ. Ord. 230 The Clerkes 
Comptrolers . . to defaulk {printed default] & check the 
wages of all [those] . . absent without ly cense. 255a Huloet, 
Defalk e or mynyshe, defalcare . 2587 Fleming Contn. Holm- 
shed III. 1 543/1 Vpon euerie default their wages was totted 
and defalked. 26x3-8 Daniel Coll. Hist Eng. (26261 158 
In the second Statute., hee defalked the Jurisdiction of 
Ecclesiasticall Judges. 1630 R. Johnsons Kingd. Commit ) , 
323 The monethly expence of the Court ■ being thirtie thou- 
sand Crownes) is in these times defalked unto five thousand. 
2747 Carte Hist. Eng. 1 . 164 Not thinking It lawful to 
defalk any of their dues. 

2 . To cut or lop off ; to deduct, subtract, abate, 

a. gen . Obs . 

2536 Bellenden Cron. Scot. (1821) I. it8 Thir novdlis 
maid Cesius . to defalk sum part of his enrage remiserit 
ardorem], 2577 Stanyhwrst Deter,. Ini. in Holinshed VI, 
2 Ireland is divided into fottre regions . . and into a fift plot, 
defalked from everie fourth part, 1647 Jer. Taylor Lib. 
Proph, iii. 61 That the Jewes had defalk'd many sayings 
from the Books of the old Prophets. 2659 Gmtl. Calling 
viii. § 1. 441 These days have taught the vulgar to defalk 
much of that respect which former ages paid to superiors 
of all sorts. 2702 Beverley Glory of Grace 51 The. . Noble 
Part of the Redemption of Christ were then Defaulked, If 
He did not save From the Filth of Sin. 

b, a patt or sum from an account, payment, etc. 
(Still locally in U.S, legal use.) 

2524-5 Burgh Rec. Edin. 20 Feb,, Quilk sowme the said 
president . . grantis to be allow it ana defalk it to the said 
ferraoraris in thair latter quarter. 2530 Palsgr, 509/2, 1 wyll 
nat defalke you a peny of your hole somme . . 1 his shall be 
defalked from your somme, 25. . A hi rdem Reg. (jam.), The 
skiper audit to defalk sa mettle of his fraucht as wstld fuyr 
the merchandis gudis to . . SanctandroK 156* Act 5 Elm. 

c. 4 To . . forfeit r l for euery hourea absence, to be deducted 
and defaulked out of his wages, a 16 to Healey Theophrastus 
(1636)41 If any of his seruants breake but a pitcher . . he 
defalketh it out of their wages. itA6 Preys Diary (1879) 
IlI.486 He bids me defalk 25/ for myself. . 2736 Carte 
Ormonde II. 401 Money .. payable out of the treasury of 
Ireland, and afterwards defalked out of the Duke's salary 
and entertainment. *886 Justice St* rrktt iti Gunnh ». 
ClujfiCnni.% The question 5 s whether the damages sus- 
tained can be defalked against the demand in this action, 
f c. absol. or intr. Obs. 

2604 Househ. Ord. 305 Our Officers, .to whom it appertain- 
eth to defaulk from their • entertatnement.. a 1632 Donne 
Serm. Ixxv. 765 Why should 1 defalke from his -general! pro- 
positions and . . cull his omnes Ibis alb a Few. 2649 Be. Hall 
Cases Cense. (1650) 194 He lyes to the holy Ghost, that de* 
falkes from that which he engaged himselfe to bestow, 2757 
Warburton in Garrick’s Corr, 1,77 You see at last if I defalk 
from their human science, 1 repay them largely in divine, 
>fS. a. To allow (anyone) a -deduction, b. To 
deprive or mulct of (anything due). Obs, 

1542 Act 33 Hen. VIII in S/at. fr*L t*6a*i 930 The Kings 
said lessees . . shall be -defalked, abated, and allowed . . of 
and for such and so much yearely rent and ferine. 2565 
CAt.wmu.Amw. Treat. Crosse > 1846 s »o6 That, for default 
of solemnity, we shall be defaulked of fruit of Sacraments, 
Hence BefaTRing vbl sb. 

2475 Bk. Noblesse 31 Bethout any defalking 'forj ahreg- 
ging of here wagis* 2582 Ampreson Serm * . Pauls* Crosse 
aa Without addition or defalking too or fro' the worde of 
God. - 2659 Oauden Tears of Cm, 335 Few do pay them 
without delaying*!, defalking*, and defmmiinp* . 
tDefallarikioa. Obs, [irreg. f, F, difaillir , 
OF, also dcfallir : see -ation.] Failure, failing, 
2490 Caxton Hem to Die ml fin.. That God hath pronyMd 
trust it well without defaliacyon. 

Defalt, -ive, obs, forms of Default, -ive. 
Defa*mable, a. tan.-® Also diff-, [See 
below and -able.] Liable to be defamed, 

f a Levins 3/13 Defamable, defamabiiis, . *7 »* Bailey, 
unable, that may be slandered, 
rfamate, v. mre m \ [f. ppl stem of L. difa- 
mdre after following words.] ■ -To defame, slander* 
In 'mod. Diets. 

Defamation (dHlmei -Jart, def-). Forms : 4-6 
diff-, dyffamacion, -otm, etc.* -6-8 diffamatioB, 
5- defamation, [ad. OF, diffamatim, L , difa* 
mdtiCn-em, n. of action front diffimeh with same 
change of prefix as in Defame.] 
f 1 , The bringing of ill fame or dishonour upon 
any one ; disgrace, shame, Obs, 

Nandi, Synm 74*27 f* confttsytin, 

And mm€ ys fit dyffaumcyitn* ■ tmp I’nv ha ffigdm. (Rolls; 
II, 323 Soot tyrne it were a greet otfiamiriotiri Car a nan tmvm 
more ryafes^w.oon.' Bellemdfk Lmtpf it^ f*8 m 164 

The Romaais ha* maid thair pliiyis allanerlte tli». clay to 
ymm diffamadoun and •ehtme. *633 Prynnk Hbttri*. 
Mmtix t, tt*. vi (Rd, Their iw« isontly 
not their refonaatioit, tftt Brin.* Sped Mo, sis f* * Any . 
thla-| that may tend loth* Defaiimtlon' of pwtiatlar 
Families or Societm 

2 . The action of defaming* or attacking any one’s 
good fame ; the fact of being defamed or slandered ; 
also (with pi), m act or instance of defaming. 

tt % 386 Chaucer Friar's T, 6 In punytwffiynge. .Of diffamft- 
cloiin; and ■ aacswtrye, ci#t$ Wvntouk Crtm* v* a it. 23*# 
WylfulDefamutyowny*. Momk Dyes km t* Wka 1 97/t 
Thepkiit sued' him htfort'y»hl#ii#|»i»s offyciallfor' 
tym 2630 J?. Jokmm's Kingd, 4* Commw, 1:1.3 IMrna- 
tioai breawed. from the.pofscw.of malice# . .*631 Amt Agst* 
Cerem. 11. 530 It was neewsarie to sjmik aga«» for a good 
cause, text diffiuimkm should pnevayl against it, *70® 
Stxaut Taller No.. 1.03 F4 TImbi Father of-.liotiif*oe.b«iuiht 
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his Action of Defamation . . and recovered Dammages. 5:726 
Ayliffe Par ergon 212 Diffamation, or Defamation . . is 
the uttering of reproachful Speeches, or contumelious Lan- 
guage of any one, with an Intent of raising an ill Fame of 
the Party thus reproached; and this extends to Writing 
. .and to Deeds. 1883 Law Rep. 11 Q. Bench Div. 595 An 
advocate is protected from an action for defamation only 
when the words he utters are spoken bond tide, and are rele- 
vant to the matters before the Court. 

t Defa mative, a. Obs. In 6 dyff-. [f. L. 
diffdmat -, ppl. stem of diffdmdre , with change of 
prefix as in Defame : see -ive.] Defamatory. 

1502 Ord. Crysten Men (W. de W. 1506) iv. xxii. 295 Yf 
he hath caused wrytynges dyffamatyues for to be founde in 
place openly. 1634 A. Warwick S/are Min . (1637) 91 De- 
famative reports. 

1 3De“famator« Obs. rare~ l . [f. as prec. : see 
-OR.] One who defames, a slanderer. 

1704 Genii. Instructed (17321 66 (D.) We should keep in 
pay a brigade of hunters to ferret our defamators, and to 
clear the nation of this noxious vermin. 

Bef amatory* (diTarmatsri), a. Also 6-7 diff-. 
[ad. med.L. diffdmdtdrius , F. diffamatoire \ 14 th c.), 
f. as prec. : see -ory.] 

1. Of the nature of, or characterized by, defama- 
tion ; having the property of defaming. 

1592 Sutcliffe {title 1, Answere to a certain e libel, suppli- 
catory, or rather Diffamatory. 1656 Earl Monm. Advt.fr. 
Parnass. 144 Though the poets let fly diffamatory verses. 
1669 Clarendon Ess. Tracts ( 1727V157 Defamatory writings. 
1749 Fielding Tom fonts (1775) II. 177 Who.. condemn 
the whole in general defamatory terms, 1848 Macaulay 
Hist. Eng. I. 482 James, .had instituted a civil suit against 
Oates for defamatory words. 
h. Const, of, to. 

1635 Fuller Ch. Hist. ix. in. § 23 For dispersing of 
scandalous Pamphlets defamatory to the Queen and State. 
Ibid. x. i. § 26 Such papers defamatory of the present 
Government. 1868 Stanley IVestm. Abb. vi. 523 A passage 
defamatory of ten Bishops. 1891 Times 14 Jan. 5/5 The 
Portuguese Government has protested, .against the posting 
. .of bills and circulars defamatory to its credit. 

2. Of persons : Employing or addicted to de- 
famation. 

1769 Junius Lett . ii. 13 All such defamatory writers. 1836 
Hor. Smith < Tin Trump. (1876) 333 They have a good 
excuse for being defamatory. 

Defame (dhe'^m), v. Forms ; 4-7 diff-, 4-5 
deff-, 4-6 dyff-, 6 diffame, 4 - defame. [ME. 
diffame -n and defame- n, a. OF. dijfame-r , rarely 
desfamer , deffamer , defamer (mod.F. diffamer) = 
Pr. diff a mar. It. diff am are. ad. L. diffdmdre to 
spread abroad by an ill report, f. dif- = Dis- + 
fdma rumour, report, fame. In this word and its 
derivatives, while French retains the prefix as dis-, 
dee-, di-. Eng. has the form de prob. after med.L. 
defmidre (Du Cange); cf. post-cl. L . defdmatus 
dishonoured, infamous, defamis shameful. 

(Etymologically, perhaps, sense 1 belongs to def dinar e , 
senses 2-4 to diffdmarei)\ 

1. trans. To bring ill fame, infamy, or dishonour 
upon, to dishonour or disgrace in fact ; to render 
infamous. Oh. or arch. 

1303 R. Brunne Hand l. Synne 6571 For to make hym be 
ashamede pat he shulde be so defamede. c 1374 Chaucer 
Troy lus iv. 537 Me were leuere ded than hire defame. 
c 1489 Caxton Sonnes of Aymon xxviii. 580 We ben 
dynamed hi thys grete knave, that doth somoche labour. 
1526 Tindale Matt. i. 19 Ioseph, loth to defame her. 
1615 G. Sandys Trav. 92 The hauen of Alexandria, newly 
defamed with a number of wracks. 1684 Contempt. State of 
Man 1. ix. (1699' 103 Crimes so Infamous, as they not only 
defame the Person who commits them, but [etc.]. 1723 Pope 
Odvss. xix. 16 Lest. .Dishonest wounds, or violence of soul, 
Defame the bridal feast. 1850 Tennyson hi Mem. cxi. 23 
The grand old name of gentleman. Defamed by every 
charlatan.. 

2. To attack the good fame or reputation of (a 
person) ; to dishonour by rumour or report. 

1303 R. Brunne Handl. Synne 11636, Y dar weyl seye pou 
hym dyfiamest, c 1330 — Ckron. (18 to) 321 pe kyng did 
grete trespas, di flamed pe pape’s se. c 1386 Chaucer 
Miller's Prol. 39 It is a synne . .To apeyren eny man or him 
defame [?>. r. diffame J 1470 85 Malory Arthur xvm. v, 

I am now in certayne she is vntruly defamed, 1547 
Homilies t. Love <$* Charity (1859) 67 Speak well of them 
that diffame you 1602 Marston Antonio's Rev . iv, iii. 
Wks. 1856 1 . 122 , 1 have defam’d this lad ie wrongfully. 1701 
De Foe True-born Eng. 34 He never fails his Neighbour 
to defame. 1837 Lytton B. Maltrav. 240 You would darkly 
slander him whom you cannot openly defame. 1883 Law 
Rep. ix Q. Bench Div. 597 The plaintiff has been defamed, 
and has prima fade a cause of action. , 

.+ 8 . To raise an imputation of (some specific 
offence'! against (any one) ; to accuse. Const, also 
with with, by, or clause. Obs. 

1303 R. Brunne Handl. Synne 8304 love he hah hym. self 
to dyffame Of alle hys synnes. 1398 Trevisa Barth. De 
P. R. xv. clix. <1495' 546 One Tenes. .was deffamyd that he 
had lyen by his stepdame. c 1460 Fortkscue A os. 4 Lint. 
Mon. v. (1885* 118 His creauncers shul . . defame his highnes 
off mysgouernance, 1482 Caxton Trevisa' s Higden vu. iii, 
One bisshop that was sharply defamed by symonye. *564 
Orindal fun. Serm. Wks. 1843) 20^ As diffaming him, that 
for ambition’ sake he would do a thing contrary to his con- 
science. . ' 1672 Cave Prim. Chr in, iv. * 1673* 347 You defame 
us with Treason against the Emperour, 1736 Chandler 
Hist. Persec. 213 Others are defamed for heresy ; such who 
are spoken against by common report. 1820 Scott Ivanhce 
xxxviii, Rebecca, .is, by many frequent and suspicious cir- 
cumstances, defamed of sorcery. 


f 4. To publish, spread abroad, proclaim. [Ren- 
dering diffdmdre in the Vulgate]. Obs. 

1382 Wyclif Wisd. ii. 12 He .. defameth a^en vs [Vulg. 
dijfamat in nos ] the synnes of oure disciplyne, — Matt. 
ix. 31 The! goynge out defameden [1388 diffameden] hym 
thorw^ al that lond. — 1 Tkess, i. 8 Forsoth of 30U the 
word of the Lord is defamyd, or moche told. 

t Defame (dlie^m), sb. Obs . Forms: see the 
verb. [ME. diffame and defame , a. OF. deffame 
(usually disfame. diffame), f. def-, diffamer , to 
Defame. Cf. L. dijfdmia (Augustine, 4 th c.), f. 
*diffamis (cf. defa?tiis , and infdmis, infamia ), f. 
dis- privative -\-fama Fame.] 

1. Ill fame, evil repute ; dishonour, disgrace, 
infamy. 

2375 Barbour Bruce xix.t2 SchyrWilyame Off that purches 
had maist defame, For principal© tharoff wes he. 1474 
Caxton Ckesse hi. vi. H iv. His vertue is torned to diffame. 
IS33 Bellenden Livy in. (1822) 301 To the grete diffame 
and reproche of Romanis. 1596 Spenser F. Q. v. iii. 38 So 
ought all fay tours. .From all brave knights be banisht with 
defame. 1603 Knolles Hist. Turks 116381 146 Now he 
lieth obscurely buried, shrouded in the sheet of defame. 
1630 Lord Persees 50 Such as are.. of publique defame in 
the world for some evill. 1659 Crown Garland of Roses 
(1845 ) 60 Yet lives his famous name Without spot or defame. 

2. Defamation, slander, calumny. 

a 1450 Knt. de la Tour 2 Gret defames and sclaundres 
withoute cause. 1302 Ord. Crysten Men (W. de W. 
1506) iv. xxi. 270 Those to whome he hath spoken the 
dyffame of his neyghbour. 1599 Porter Angry Worn. 
A bingd, in Hazl. Dodsley VII. 376 M rs. Gour. She slandered 
my good name. Fran. But if she now deny it, ’tis no 
defame. 1609 Rowlands Knaue of Clubs 36 Fond men 
vniustiy do abuse your names, With slaundrous speeches 
and most false defames. 1654 Whitlock Zootomia 447 
Nibles at the Fame Ofs absent Friend ; and seems t’ assent 
By silence to ’s Defames. 

Defamed cdtf^-md), ppl. a. [f. prec. vb. + -ed.] 

1. fa. Brought to disgrace, dishonoured, of ill 
fame {oh.), b. Attacked in reputation, slan- 
dered. 

> 1474 Caxton Chesse 4 The euyl Iyf and diffnmed of a kyng 
is the lyf of a_ cruel beste. 1536 Bellenden Cron. Scot. 
(1821) 1. 176 Maist vile and diffamit creaturis. 1548 Udall, 
eta Erasm. Par. Matt. iii. 30 Souidyoures, a violent and 
a diffamed kynde of people. 1631 Weevhr A nc. Fun. Mon. 
146 None were to be admitted if of a defamed life. 1691 
Wood Ath. Oxon, I. 74 The defamed dead recovereth 
never. 1891 Scrivener Fields 4* Cities 159 The defamed 
character of a fellow-workman. 

2. Her, Said of a lion or other beast which is 
figured without a tail. [F. d/ffami.] 

1863 Chambers* Encyl. s. v. Infamed 570 Defamed is an 
epithet applied to a lion or other animal which has lost its 
tail, the loss being supposed to disgrace or defame it. 2882 
Cussans Heraldry vi. (ed. 3) 86. 

Hence Defa*medly aav. 

1567 in Tytler Hist. Scotl. (1864'! III. 265 Let her [Queen 
Mary] know that the Earl of Moray never spoke defamedly 
of her for the death of her husband. 

Defa’meless, a. rare. [f. Defame sb. or v. 
+ -less.] Free irom discredit or reproach. 

1888 Ramsay Scotl. % Scotsmen 18 tk C. II. ix. 152 No- 
thing could be more deiameless than their manners. 

Defamer (diT* l, mW). Also 5 deff-, 5 6 diff-, 
dyff-. [f. Defame v. + -er. Cf. OF. diffameur, 
deffameur .] One wiio defames. 

<21340 Ham pole Psalter v. 10 Bakbiters and defamers. 
1481 Caxton Reynard (Arb.) 96 A deffamer of wymmen. 
155® Nicolls Thucyd. Pref. 3 (R.) Pryuye dyffatnours of 
dylygent and vertuous laboure. 2654 Whitlock Zootomia 
460 Blushes for the Defamer, as well as Defamed. 1797 
Mrs. Radcliffe Italian ii, Impatient to avenge the insult 
upon the original defamer. 

Defaming (dif£‘-mir)\ vbl. sb. [-ingL] The 
action of the verb Defame. 

<21340 Ham pole Psalter lxiv. 5 pis is wickidnes and 
defainynge of God. 1556 A urelio 4* I sab. (1608) H, Fearinge 
the diffaminge of youre poisenede tonges. 1611 Bible Jer. 
xx. 10, I heard the defaming of many. x6n Beaum. & Fl. 
Phi taster in. ii, They draw a nourishment Out of defamings, 
grow upon disgraces. 

Befa’ming, ppl. Ct. [-ing 2 .] That defames. 
Hence Defamiingly adv. 

1641 Milton Animadv. (1852*) 189 What defaming invec- 
tives have lately flown abroad against the Subjects of 
Scotland. 

f Defamous, a. Obs . [a. AF. dejfamous , OF. 
type *deffameux , f. diffame sb., Defame: cf. 
famous, infamous. (The stress varies in the me- 
trical examples.)] a. Infamous, disgraceful, b. 
Defamatory. 

<7x430 Pilgr. Lyf Manhode 1. Iii. (1869') 32 No sinne so 
fowl, so defamowse. c 1430 Lydg. Bockas in. x. (1534) 84 a, 
A word defamous, most foule in al languages. 2300-20 
Dunbar Poems (1893) lix. 10 With rycht defamowss speiche 
off lordis. 1557 North Gueuards Diall Pr. 61 b/2 To 
haue set on his graue so defamous a title. 2577-87 Holin- 
shed Chr on. II. Kk j N.), There was a knighte that spake 
defamous words of him. 

Hence f Defamonsly (diff-) adv., defamatorily. 
1557 R. Allerton in S, R, Maitland Ess. Reform. 556 « D. ) 
Whereupon should your lordship gather or say of me so 
diffamously ? 

t De*famy« Obs. Also diff-. [a. OF, dijfamic, 
ad. L. dijfdmia : see Defame sb. Cf. infamy : lor 
prefix see Defame.] ^Defamation i, 2. 

1490 Caxton Eneydos xxviii. 109 Wherof they of cartage 
I shalle haue a blame that shalle tome vnto them to a grete 


diffamye. 1494 Fabyan Ckron. v. cxiv. 87 By whose defamy 
and report, Sygebert was more kyndelyd to set vpon his 
brother. 2323 Ld. Berners Froiss. I. ccxjii. 359 V* we be 
reputed for false and forsworne, and to ryn into suche blame 
and diffaniy, as [etc. ]. 

Defar, defarre, obs. forms of Defer vf 
t Defa*rm, v. Obs. rare— 1 , [ad. OF. des- 
fermer, defer?ner to unshut, disclose, turn out from 
an enclosure, f. des-, di-, De- 1 . 6 + fermer to shut, 
close.] titans. To shut out from, dispossess. 

2648 Symmons Vind. Chas. 1 237 Should they part with it 
[the Militia] they should not only .. defarme themselves of 
safety but of their wealth and riches too. 

Defase, obs. Sc. form of Defease. 

Defaste, obs. pa. t. and pa. pple. of Deface. 
Defate, obs. f. Defeat ; var. of Defaite. 
t Defaidgable, a. Oh. [ad. L. type defati- 
gabil-is (found in negative indefatigdbilis), f.fati- 
gdre to Fatigue : see -ble.] 

1 . Apt to be wearied ; capable of being wearied. 

2656 Blount Glossogr., Def atigable, easily to be wearyed. 
1659 D. Pell Impr. Sea 244 That when this bird is defatig- 
able, and wearied with flying, that bee will betake himself to 
any ship. 166a Glanvill Lux Orient. (1682) 116 We were 
made onset purpose defatigable, that so all degrees of life 
might have their exercise. 

2 . Apt to weary or fatigue. 

1637 Tomlinson Renou's Disp. Pref., My Imployments. . 
and defatigable diuturnal Labours. 

Hence Befa'tig-ableness. 

1727 Bailey vol. II, Defat igableness , aptness to be tired. 

t Befa-tigate, v. Oh. [f. L. defatigdt-, ppl. 
stem of defatigdre to weary out, exhaust with 
fatigue, f. De- I. 3 + fatzgdre to weary, Fatigue.] 
trans. To weary out, to exhaust with labour. Hence 
Defa*tigated, Defa *tigatmg ppl. adjs. 

2532 Huloet, Defatigate, defatigo. 2566 Painter Pal. 
Pleas. (1575) I. To Rdr., Mindes defatigated either with 
painefull trauaile or with continual! care. 2634 Sir T. 
Herbert Trav. (1638) 190 Up which defatigating hill we 
crambled. a 2666 C. Hoole School Colloq. (1688) Ep. Ded., 
This defatigating task of a Schoolmaster. 

t Befatiga*tion. Obs. [ad. L. defattgation- 
em, n. of action from defatigdre (see prec.).] The 
action of wearying out, or condition of being wearied 
out ; fatigue. 

2508 Fisher Wks. (1876^ 196 Whereby we shall come into 
everlastynge defatygaeyons and werynesse in hell. 2610 
Barrough Meth. Pkysick iv. ii. (1639) 218 Sometime it is 
caused through wearinesse and vehement defatigation. 2634 
tr. Scudery's Curia Pol. 175 A defatigation ana dispirited- 
ness will accompany that oppression. 

Defaulcation, -faulk, obs. ff. Defalcation, 

-FALK. 

Default (di'fg *lt), sb. Forms : 3-6 defiant, -0, 
(4 defau^te), 4-5 def-, diffaute, 5 de£awt(e, 
(deffawte, defauute), 5-7 defalt, 5-6 defaite, 
-fault©, (5 deffault(e, 6 difalt, deafaulte), 6- 
default. [ME. a. OF. defaute , deriv. of defaillir, 
after faute and faillir : see Fault. Nearly super- 
seded in Fr. by a masc. variant defaut (in Froissart 
14th c.), mod.F. defaut ; in Eng., forms without 
final -e appear also in 14th c., but those with -e 
came down as late as the 16th. 

The spellings defaite , defaulte, appear in Anglo- Fr. of 
i3~i4th c. ; and defalt , default , m English of 15th c., but 
the l was not generally pronounced until the 17th or 28th c. : 
cf. Fault.] 

I. Failure of something, want, defect, 
f 1 . Absence (^something wanted) ; want, lack, 
scarcity of; «*» Fault sb. 1. Obs. or arch. 

a 1300 Cursor M. 1718 (Cott.) [That] )>ou haue defaut [57. rr. 
defaute, deffaute] of mete and drink. Ibid. 4601 (G6tt.) 
Suilk diffaute sal be of bred, J?e folk sal be for hunger dede. 
2373 Barbour Bruce 11. 569 Gret defaut off mete had thai. 
Ibid. xiv. 368 Defalt of mete. <71380 Wyclif Serm. Sel. 
Wks. I. 70 Certis defaute of bileve is cause of oure sleuthe. 
c 1400 Lanfranc's Cirurg. 199 Bi necligence & defaute of 
help manic men ben perischid. a 1470 Tiptoft Catsar iv. 
(1530) 6 They had defawte of all things as be convenyent. 
2548 U dall Erasm. Par. Pref. 14 Ignoraunce and defaulte 
of litterature. 1594 Carevv Huarte's Exam. Wits (1616)90 
Through default of a well made penne he is forced to write 
with a sticke. 1634 H. L’Estrange Chas. I (1655) 19 And 
a great default there was.. of sufficient pay, of holesome 
meat, and unanimity. 2823 J. B adcock Dom. Amusem. 94 
Two kinds of deafness are those arising from an excess of 
wax in the ear, or its total default. 

tb. absol. Lack of food or other necessaries; 
want, poverty*. Obs. 

c 1290 .S'. Eng. Leg. I, 261/16 For non ne scholde for de- 
faute bi-leue }?e foule sunne. a 1300 Cursor M. (Cott.) 4760 
]>an iacob and his suns warn For defaut wel ner for-farn. 
1393 Langl. P. PL G xvm. 67 'He. .fedde'Fat.'A-fyngred 
were and in defaute lyueden. 1483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 
166 b/i They of the towne within had so grete defaulte that 
they ete theyr shoys arid lachettis. 1494 Fabyan Ckron. 
vi. clxxxvi. 186 Many dyed for defaute. 

C, For default of (obs.), in default of : through 
the failure or want of, in the absence of; f In 
default : failing these (this, etc.L 
2297 R.Glouc,(i 724) 457 Vor defaute ofwyt. c 1369 Chaucer 
Deihe ' Blauncke 5, I haue so many an idel )>ou3t Purli for 
defaute of slepe. 2393 Gower Conf. III. 93 The fissh, if 
it be drie, Mote in defaite of water deie. 2464 Bury Wills 
(Camden) 24 For the defawte of eyr male. 1368 Turner 
Herbal m. 29 In defaut of it he teacheth to take halfeas , 
much of Asarabacca. 1586 A. Day Eng. Secretary h. (2625) 1 
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4,7 And for default of other matter forsooth, how they laarght 
at me. 1650 in W. S. Ferry Hist. Coll. Amer. Col. Ch. 
<1860) I. 2 It shall he lawful ... to make Probates of Wills, 
and default of a will to grant Letters of Administration in 
the Colony. 1689 Hickeringill Ceremony- Monger, Wks. 
<1716) It. 468 the Presbyters or (in defaults any Church 
Member. 1729 Butler Serm. Wks. 1874 II. 104 In de- 
fault of that perfection of wisdom and virtue. 1818 Cruise 
Digest (ed. 2) IV. 340 And for default of issue of the body 
of the said Thomas, to [eta]. 1865 J* C. Wilcocrs Sea 
Fisherman (1875) 27 Pilchards for bait may frequently be 
procured- .in default of winch Mussels can be obtained. 

2 . A failure in being perfect; an imperfection, 
defect, blemish, Haw ; - Fault 3 : a. in character 
or things immaterial Oh. or arch. 

1389 in Eng. Gilds (ifyo) 4 He sbal be put out . . in-to tyme 
he haue hym amended of i>e defautes to-fore said, a 1450 
Knt. de la Tour(x 80 &) 160 She is with oute defauute. 4:1533 
Ld. Berners Gold. Bk. M. A urel. 1 1546) N ij b, A 1 defautes m 
a gouernour may be borne saue ignoraunce. 1680-90 Temple 
Ess, Learn. Wks. 1731 I. 1,51 New [books! . . have many of 
them their Beauties as well as their Defaults. 1704. Swift 
T. Tub v. 80 Forcing into light my own excellencies and 
other men's defaults. 1880 Kinglake Crimea VI. vi. 143 
Grave defaults all the while lay hidden under the surface. 

+b. in appearance, structure, etc. : Physical 
defect or blemish. Ohs. 

1340 Hampole Pr. Consc. 5016 And if any lyra wanted . . 
or any war over smalle . . God Jan wille Alle he defautes of 
be lyms fulfills. c 1400 Maundev. (Roxb.) iii. 0 pa} . , fand 
pe same letters . . als fresch as pai ware on pe first day 
withouten any defaute. 1487 Chnrchw. Acc. Wig toft, Line. 
(Nichols 1797) 82 For mending and stoppyng ofthebotrasses, 
and other defauts in the cnirche walles. _ 156a Turner 
Herbal n. 39 Lynt sede .. when it is raw it taketh away 
the defautes of the face and frekles. 1634 T. Johnson tr. 
Fancy's Chi rurg. xxvi. xvi. (1678) 639 All such defaults must 
be taken away, and then, .an epulotick applied. 

II. Failure in performance. 

8. Failure to act ; neglect ; spec, in Law, failure 
to perform some legal requirement or obligation, 
•esp. failure to attend in a court on the day assigned ; 
often in the phrase to make default . Judgement by 
default : a judgement given for the plaintiff on the 
defendant’s failing to plead or put in his answer 
within the proper time. 

[1292 Britton i. ii § 8 Et si le pleyntif face defaute a nuli 
Countd.] ri 330 R. Brunne Ckron. (1820^58 Defaute he 
mad pat day. perfor was be dome gyuen. .To exile |>e erle 
Godwyn. 1411 E. E. Wills (1882) 20 Takynge a distresse 
in defawte of payment. 1495 Act xx Hen. VII , c. 7 If any 
. .make defaute at the day and place. 1588 Fraunce Lawiers 
Log. 53 b, If hee bee nonsuite in an action, or doe commit 
any such like default. 1666 Pet vs Diary (1879) *Y* 2 °fo 
The calling over the defaults of Members appearing in the 
House. 1736 N eal Hist. Purit. II I. 540 H is Majesty per- 
sisting in his refusal to plead, the clerk was ordered to record 
the default. 1764 Croker, etc. Diet. A rts 4 ' Sc. s. v., Where 
a defendant makes default, judgment shall be had against 
him by default. 1827 Jarman Powell's Devises fed. 3) II. 
.a ; SS The period of foreclosure is the date of the final order 
of the Court, following default of payment on the day ap- 
pointed. 1851 Ht. Martinkau Hist Peace (,1877) HI *V. 
ix. 21 He had allowed judgment to go by default. 

attrib. 1892 Boston (Mass.) Jrnl. 15 Jan. 8/3 John F. 
Delaney was arrested . . this morning on a default warrant 
issued by the Superior Court. 1894 Daily News 7 Feb. 7/8 
A default summons in which the company sought to recover 
payment of an account. 

f 4 . Failure in duty, care, etc., as the, cause of 
some untoward event ; culpable neglect of some 
duty or obligation ; — Fault 7. Ohs. 

To be in default ', to fail in one's duty. 
a 1300 Cursor M. 26241 (Cott . ) If pi bame for Jpi defaut he 
for-farne. C1400 Lay Folk's Mass Bk. App. Hi. 126 He is 
•continuelly in defaute a;en 'pat my^ttefui lord, c 1400 
Maundev. (Roxb.) Pref, 2 Thurgh whilk ..ilk man es saued, 
..hoc if it .be his awen defaute. c 1460 Towneley Myst. 60 
Greatt defawte with hym youre fader fand. 1523 Ld. 
Berners Frolss. I. ccclxxix. 634 The rebellion, .hath caste 
... many a '.mans lyfe m Gaunt, and patauenture many a one 
' that were in no defaulte. ' .1,549 'Latimer 5 1h Serm. (Arb.) 
149 They shall' aunswere for all ..the soaks that peryshe 
throughe theyr defaute. *614 Raleigh Hist. World u. 473 
Those calamities which happen by their owne default. 2671 
Milton Samson 45 What if all foretold Had been fulfilled 
but through mine own default, 'Whom have I to complain 
: ' of but myself? 1742 Pope Dmtciad iv. 486 A God without 
: ' a Thought, Regardless of our merit or 'default. 

; 1 b. . transf . . of . things : ■' Failure to act or perform 
its normal or required functions. Default of the 
sun (L. defcctus soils ) : eclipse. Obs. 

1340 Hampole Pr. Consc. 5015 Ifanylym wanted.. Thurgh ' 
■.be defaut here of kynd. 1520 C ax ion's Ckron. Eng. lit. 19/t 
Talus founde fyrste the defaute of the sonne and the moone. 
*586 A. Day Eng. ^?pr/«^n..(x625ix3i'It'is'yourOxe-lte 
by default of your owne fence hath entred my ground, x6zx 
Burton Anal* Met. x. i. m. § 2 Faith, opinion . . Ratiocina- 
tion, are all accidentally depraved by the default of ''the ■, 
imagination. 1:736 Gray L ei. to West in Mason Life fed. 2) 
*4 If the default of your spirits' and nerves be nothing but 
the effect of the hyp, I have no more to say. 

f 5 . (with a and pi.) A failure in duty; a wrong 
act or deed; a fault, misdeed, offence ; = Fault 5. 

■4x225 Anar, R. 136 Beon icnowen ofte to God of . . hire 
defautes touward him, : a 1340 flhuxmx. Psalter ty\. 4 It Is 
>e manere of vnqueynt men when pai ere takyn with' a 
defaute to excuse ■ ■ paira : wl^ . falshede. . e 1386 Chaucer 
Sompn. T. 102 Ye god amende de&utes are quod she. 1539 
Manual of Prayers, Lauds, Grant us pardon of our de&nKs, 
■2548 Gest Pr. Masse 74 To murder a gyltlesse personne is a 
defaulte full grevouse. r63sQu arles Embl. in. iv. x 39 Thine ■ , 
owne defaults did .urge This twofold punishment. 1703 ; 
Moxon Meek* Exerc. 264 That no Timber .be laid within 


die Tunnel of any Chimny, upon penalty to the Workman 
for every Default ten Shillings. 1719 Bp. of London m 
W. S. Perry Hist. Coll. Amer. Col. Ch. 1 . 201 It is.. a grief 
to hear of any defaults and irregularities among you. 

f b. A failure in what is attempted ; an error, 
mistake; * Fault 5 b. Obs. 

c 1386 Chaucer Clerk's T. 962 With so glad clner his 
gestes sche receyvetb, And so connyngly evened in jus 
degre, That no defaute no man aparcey veth. X426 Pasta* 
Lett. No. 7 I. 2 S Hem semyth .. by the defautes ye espied 
in the same . . that the processe . . is false and untrewe. 
1590 Hutchinson in Greenwood Collect. Sclatmd. Art. L b, 
Your vnsufficient Argument hath 2. defaults in it. 1737 D. 
Clarke Ilist. Bible iv. (1740) 192 One great Default., was, 
that they did not make a right use of their victories, xlszz 
Southey Vis. Judgement xxx There he ... accuses lor his 
own defaults the men who too faithfully served him. 

f 6. Failure in any course ; spec, in Hunting , 
failure to follow the scent : loss of the scent or 
track by the hounds ; * Fault sb* 8. Obs. 

as 300 Leg. AW (1871) 22 Our stapes worj? isene per-by 
bou mygt wibboute defaute to paradys euene gon. c 1369 
Chaucer Dethe Blaunche 3S4 The houndis hade ouershet 
hem al, And were on a defaute [v.r. defaulte] ifal. 1406 
Bk. St. A lbans E vj b, And iff yowre houndis chase at hert 
or at haare and thay renne at defaute. 1602 2nd Pi. Is. el urn 
fr. Parnass. 11. v. iArb.) 31 Thrise our hounds were at de- 
fault. 1741 Contpl. Pam ■ Piece 11. i. 291 The Huntsman . . 
assisting them at every Default, when they have either lost 
the Slot, or follow not the right. 

7 . Failure to meet financial engagements; the 
action of defaulting in money matters. 

1858 Simmonds Diet. Trade, D fault, a failure of payment 
of instalments, etc., agreed upon, or in the due execution of 
a contract. 1875 Jf.vons Money (1878) 209 Convicted of 
fraud or default. 1890 Daily News 8 Nov, 5 4 Some de- 
faults are expected at the Stock Exchange settlement next 
week. 

Default (dTp lt), v. Forms: 4-5 defaut(e, 5 
defawto, (>-7 defalt, 6 difalfc, 6- default. [ME. 
ad. OF. defaillir (in 3rd sing. pres, defalt, defaut , 
default) to fail, be wanting, make default, Pr. 
defalhir , defaylhir , OCat. defalllr , Romanic type 
defallire, f. Du- + falllre , fallen t L. fallen : see 
Fail. Of. It. sfallire {disf attire), Sp. defallecer , to 
fail In English associated with Default sbl\ 

1 . intr. To be wanting ; to fail. Obs. (cxe. as in 
quot. i860, transf. from sense 3.) 

c 1340 Cursor M. 8572 rFairf.) Riches sal }>e defaute nane. 
X382 Wyclip Nwn. xi. 33 5 it flesh was in the teethe of hem, 
ne defautide siche a maner mete. x86o Merc. Marine Mag, 
VII. i2x The Court advised the Captain to account to his 
Owners for the money which was defaulting. 

tb. To have want of be deprived of. rare - l . 
£•1440 Gesta Pom. xxxvi. 140 (Add. MS.), J leue to the my 
doughtir ..and I comatinde the, that she defaute of none 
thyng . . as longcth to a maiden for to haue. ( 

1 2 . To fail in strength or vigour, faint; to suffer 
failure. Obs. 


1382 Wyclif Judg. viii. 5 And he seide . . gyueth looues 
to the puple, that is with me, for greetlich thei defauten 
[1388 for thei failiden greet H]. Ibid, xs That we jetien to 
the men, that ben wery and han defaut id, looues, a 1440 
[see Defaulting vbi. xAj. a 1592 Greene James IV, 11. ii, 
And can your .. king Default, ye lords, except yourselves 
do fail ? a 16x7 Bayne On Eph. (*658) 34 No xnferiour cause 
can default beside his intention. 

3 . To make default; to be guilty of default; to 
fail to fulfil an obligation, esp. one legally required, 
as to appear in court at the proper time, 

1596 Spenser F. Q. vi. iii. m He . . pardon crav’d for his 
so rash default I hat he gainst courtesie so fowl y did default. 
x6ax Bp. M-ountagu Diatribce 479 This was . , puniihable if 
defaulted in. 1730^6 in Bailey (folio 1 . x8a8 [see Defaulting 
ppl. a.]. 1845 R. \V, Hamilton Pop. Edm\ viii. ted. 9) *99 
The Dissenters .. in the Weekly Schools . , are grievously 
defaulting. 1857 [see Defaulting ppl. a,% 1858 Carlyle 
Fredk. Gi , II. mil iv. 3x8 There is one Rath, .who has been 
found actually defaulting ; peculating from that pious hoard, 
1892 Boston (Mass.) Jrnl. 15 Jan. 8/3 Delaney was arrested 
by officers, .this morning . . He was arrested July %t * . and 
defaulted, 

b. To fail to meet financial engagements. 

1868 Rogers Pol. Eton. xix. (1876) 256 The colony , . will 
cease to get fresh creditors, as assuredly as any defaulting 
foreign Government does. 1885 Truth n J une 925 ; a To insist 
•upon Egypt paying her creditors, and to let Turkey default 
to hers is a palpable contradiction. *886 Munch* Exam. 
9 Jan. s/x Last year . . 44. companies, with 8,386 miles of 
main line, defaulted and passed into receiverships. 

4 . irons* To put in default ; to make or adjudge 
a defaulter; in Lazu, to declare (a party) in .de- 
fault and enter judgement against him (see quot, 
1828), 


. 1375 Barbour Bruce 1. 182 Rhone the batleoll, that swa 
■son* Was' all defawtyt & wad-one. ' *574 'tr. Littleton's 
'Tenures 87 a, No roan of full age shaibe received in any pie 
% the law to difadt or disable his owne person. X597; Skene 
De Verb. Sign. sly. Sok, 'Hie court beandfiensed, theSerjand 
thereof sail call the Soytes, and defalt. the absentee. 1828 
Webster, Default, to call a defendant oflidally, to »pf«ir 
and answer In court, and on his failing to answer, to declare 
him': in default, arid enter judgment against him ; .as, let the 
defendant be; defaulted . . [also] -the cause was defaulted, 
f 5 . To fail to perform ; to omit, neglect. Oh. 
1648 Milton Tenure Flings (1649) 32 Wee shai not need 
dispute .. what they have defaulted towards hirn ius no king. 
16^6 Sanderson Serm. (16891 38B He that defaiteth any- 
thing of that just honour* 

6. To fail to pay. 

1889 Poll Matt G. 27 Apr. 6/3 Mexico . , defaulted bar in* 
terest after protaising to pay 5 per cent. . 


Be&ii'ltamt, a. [f. Default v. + -art. 
Not repr. any Fr. form.] Defaulting, guilty of 
default. 

*884 A. A. Putnam xo Vrs. Police Judge v. 30 It did not 
transpire that the offending officials had been delinquent, 
defau Itant, or otherwise derelict. 

T Befaixlted, ppl- Obs, [f. Default sb. or 
v. 4- -El).] Having defaults or defects ; defective. 

1580 E. Knight Trial Truth 63 (T.) The old defaulted 
building being rid out of the way. 

Definlter (ditjrlui). [f. Default v. + -ek.] 
■One who is guilty of default ; esp. one who fails to 
perform some duty or obligation legally required 
of him ; one who fails to appear when required. 

2666-7 Marvell Corr. Ixv. Wks. 1872-5 II. 206 On Friday 
the defaulters upon the call of the House are to be called 
over. x686 Plot Staff ordsk. 436 The defaulters being many, 
.and the amercements by the Officers perhaps not sometimes 
over reasonable. * 7 * 7 ~S* Chambers'. Cyci.. *.v. Default, 
Judgment may be given against the defaulter. 2848 Thack- 
eray Van. Fair lvi, Master Osborne, you came a little late 
this morning, and have been a defaulter in this respect more 
’ than once. ' 1877 Black Green Past. xi. 1x878 1 85 There was 
no chance of a defaulter sneaking off in the night without 
paying his fourpence. 

b. Mil. A soldier guilty of a military crime or 
offence. Also attrib. 

1823 in Crabb Tcckn. Diet, *844 Regttl. 4 r Ord, Army 
119 Confinement to the Defaulters' Room for any period 
not exceeding seven days. . being drilled with the Defaulters 
during that time. *853 Btocoueleu Mtttt, Encycl, De- 
faulters' Book, a regimental record of the crimes of the men, 
1892 Daily News 25 Mar. 3/a, I attach a copy of Private 
O'Crady's defaulter-sheet. 

e. One who fails properly to account for money 
or other property entrusted to his care, esp. through 
having misappropriated it to his own use, 

1823 Crabs Tec/m. Diet., Defaulter (Com.), one who is 
deficient in his accounts, or fails in making his accounts 
correct. *8g6 K. A. Bond Russia at Close tQh C, i Hakluyt 
Soc. » Introd. fix Be was soon ,, denounced . .as a defaulter 
in his accounts, *887 iVestm . Rev. Junta 298 The Receiver- 
General for Lower Canada became a defaulter to the extent 
of £9 6,000 of public money. 

a. One who fails' io meet hi s.- money engage* 
merits ; one who become* bankrupt 
1858 St m mon ns Diet, Tnuie, Defaulter . . it trader who 
fails in his payments, or is unable to meet hh engagements. 
2887 Pall Matt G, 28 June 9/2 Mr. II— hm been official ly 
declaied a defaulter ujam the Stock Exchange. 

*}* BefaultiaeSB, Ohr - « In 6 defalt-. [f. 

Default y a. + -ness.] 

1530 Palsgr. 212/2 J}cMtym»m,fmdi, 

Befanltiug (di'.gdtig), vld. sb. [f. T); fault 
v. + -1NO h] Failing, failure ah.) ; foiling in an 
obligntion. 

1382 Wyclif IVhd, xi. 5 The enemy* . . mffmkn peyne% 
fro the defaming of tbn qiiric, m *440 Fmtmi. St, Martha!, 
45 For defawtynge of his hert, the vtfterypg of his voice 
begaim*? to brake. 1870 Emsrskn* Soc *f* Sot it.. Work 
Days Wks. (Bonn; HI* 67 Shameful defaulting, bubble, and 
bankruptcy. 

Befau Thing 1 , ppl. a. [-irg *.] That defaults; 
see (he vb. {esp. in sense 3). 

x8«8 Wkbbtrr, Defaulting, f fr, x. Failing to fulfill a con- 
tract; deUnquent, 2. Falling to jsrrform a duty or le^al 
requirement; m, a defaulting creditor. iVattk, x%7 G. 
Wilson Let, in Mem. x. (x86o). 444, I took a: defauftiug 
lecturer** place at the Phifov. phu al Imriutfton. 1889 /-«*c 
Times I, XXXVII!. x*s/a A writ of secitieiitmtion, .agamit 
a defaulting trustee. 

t BefamTtive, a. Obs, [f. Dkfauit sb + 
-ivk, after V.Jaul/f - ivt: ef. Faultive,] Deficient, 
faulty, remiss. 

41x400 Wyclip Exod, vi. »# (MS. B, ^ etc,) Mm sdial 
Farao h«:re f moost mkn 'V am vac; ms madid Ip* r. that k, 
defantiyf] in Jippk. cjyst» Imm/mnds Vi rurg. sm ^ilke 
ryngi* whiinne jari beu joynerl w'ih merle Jw?i l»«n udautif 
a 3t*m fie mmt, a 1641 Bp, hlotiwum Acts 4* Mm. 

274, 1 never wan beJtintk, nor defaltive in any thing 'which' 
might conduce unto, or advance your 'benefit. 
t Befaxrltiess, a. obs, rttrt-K [-lebs] 
Faultless. 

X340 HmmiM Pr, 699 Alle fayme* of Hi lyfe 

here. -pat any mm myght ortlayne defaut.lei .'War iwght 
a poym to j>at fairnes, . 

BefauTtress. rare. Defaclteiif m»,] 
A female defe alter, 

S173SS vtre: NmrPmp.D mt lriW, :Tht ddfmhrtm to be 
amerc«! as fore-said at the next .meeting, " ' 

t BefauTture. Ch.mm [f. TH fault 
* imi; ef. failure ] llte aclitm of defaulting; 
failure to fulfil an engagement. 

Indenture m Arb. Cmrmr I, 317 If mty one of tl» 
aforesaid parries, .should fail in the payment dr with money 
..then it shoukl be lawful to »».d for she ran*! of iheiaid 
parties, ,.to supply the same, or to adroit .some other person 
or ptmm to have the share of well default lire, paying' the 
sum imposed on the sudd share, 
t BefauTty, a. Obs, A bn 5 detuwt y f 5 6 

-fauti, -totte, -fauty, [f. I )«pai lt sb. -f : 

cf. Dkfacltxvk, Faulty.] Faulty, defective, k 

fault, 

< *#40 Dmmf , . Pam, 1*5 Dtefowtir, '/.defMlmms, eitmt 
Pecocjc Repr* 1. ait*. 7a Exctwmg wftkt ellr* tu h*m* achulde 
b§ outre we and defautl 148* Maw, Bahtin* *» Lett* 
No, 436 II, 84 He. .#wnre ^ P rc Im vm rievvr itefawty in that 
ye have tlioirte hym iidkwty m , tpd' Pslgr,. Per/, i W. d« 
w *.153.1) .S14 1 & the whiciie w«rke§ who m he.fotiad® 4 d*»tyf 
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DEFEATED. 


it shall be layde to his charge. 1330 Palsgr. 309/2 De- 
faulty, in blame for a matter, fauteux,fauieuse. 

Befayte, obs. form of Defeat. 

Defe, obs. form of Deaf. 

Befeasance (dffrrims). Forms: 5 defies- 
ance, Sc. defasance, 6 depheazance, Sc. defais- 
ance, 6-7 defeasans, defeysance, 7 defeisance, 

6 -9 defeazance, 6- defeasance. [ME. a. AF. 
defisaunce, OF. defesance undoing, destruction, if. 
OF. defisant , des-, pr. pple. of desfaire (now dd- 
faire) to undo, destroy, f. des~, dS-, De- I. 6 + fairs 
to do. See -ance. J 

1 . Undoing, bringing to nought; ruin, defeat, 
overthrow. (Now always coloured by 2.) 

*390 Spenser F Q. 1. xfi. 12 Where that champion stout 
After his foes defeasatmoe did remaine. 2626 R. Carpenter 
Christ's Lmmm~be.il 6.1 Notwithstanding the discouery and 
defeysance of their manifold mischieuous design ments. 
a 16x7 Bayne On Eph. (1658) 35 He may suffer defeasance 
in the intentions hee purposeth. 1847 Grote Greece n. ix. 
III. 21 It was always an oligarchy which arose on the 
defeasance of the heroic kingdom. 1874 Stubbs Const, Hist. 

l. vui. 233 The extinction or other defeasance of the old 
royal houses. 

% Law. The rendering null and void (of a former 
act, an existing condition, right, etc. - ). 

1592 Greene Def. Conny Catch. (18591 15 The gentleman 
. . promised to acknowledge a statute staple to him, with 
letters of defeysance. 1602 Fuijbecke 2 nd Ft. Parall. 68 
As to conditions impossible in facte, such conditions if they 
go to the defeasans of an estate, the estate notwithstanding 
remaineth good. 1628 Coke On Litt. 236 b, Indentures of 
Defeasance. 1765 Blackstone Comm. I. 21 1 It was not a 
defeazance of the right of succession. 1827 Jarman Powell's 
Devises (ed. 3) II. 242 An executory devise, limited in de- 
feazance of a preceding estate. 

3 . Law. A condition upon the performance of 
which a deed or other instrument is defeated or 
made void ; a collateral deed or writing expressing 
such condition. 

2428 Surtees Misc. (1890) 9 An obligacyon . .and a defes- 
ance made yer apon yat ye sayd John Lyllyng fra yan 
forth suld be of gude governaunce. 1380 Sidney A r cadi a. 

m. 293 A sufficient defeazance for the firmest bond of good 
nature. 1634 Ford P. War-beck 11. iii, No indenture but 
has its counterpawn : no noverint but his condition or 
defeysance. xS^xfPermes de la Ley 103 A defeasance is 
usually a deed by it se'lfe concluded and agreed on betweene 
the parties, and having relation to another deed or grant. 
1767 Blackstone Comm. II. 327 A defeazance is a collateral 
deed, made at the same time with a feoffment or other con- 
veyance, containing certain conditions, upon the performance 
of which the estate then created may be defeated or totally 
undone. 2875 Postk Gains m. Comm. (ed. 2) 414 The 
warrant being accompanied by a defeazance declaring it to 
be merely a security for payment. 

f 4 . Sc. Acquittance or discharge from an obli- 
gation or claim. Obs. 

2478 [see Defease v.f\. 2489 Sc. A cts Jas. JV (1 597) § 9 
The saidis letters of discharge to be na defaisance to them. 
2551 Sc. Acts Mary (1597) § 10 It sal be leasum to the 
annuelleres, notwithstanding the defaisance maid presently, 
gif they please to bye in againe. . Defaisance of payment. 
Hence Befea-saaicefi pa. pple. or a. 

2846 Worcester, Defeasanced {Law), liable to be for- 
feited. Burrows. 

Defease, V. Also 5 Sc. defese, 6 Sc. defase, 

7 defeise. [f. dcfeas-ance, defeas-ible , etc., and 
thus representing OF. de{s]fes~ t stem of desfaire to 
undo; see 'D efeasance.] 

1 . tram. To undo, bring to nought, destroy, rare. 
2622 G. Sandys Ovids Met . iv. (1626) 76 What? could 
that Strumpets brat the form defeise Of poore Mseonian 
Saylers, drench t in Seas? 2866 J. B. Rose Ovid’s Fasti 
vi. 836 Now on the Ides all order is defeased. 

+ 2 . Sc. To discharge from an obligation, acquit 
b. To discharge (a part), deduct Obs. 

2478 Act. Dorn. Cone. 22 (Jam.)_ Becauss the thane of 
Gaidar allegis that he has chart eris to defese kirn tharof 
[payment], the lord is assignis him., to schew tha charteris, 
and sufficiand defesance. 1551 Sc. Acts Maryi 1597} § 20 
The awner . , sail not bee balden to paye mair . . then 
cummis to the residue thereof, the saidis sext, fifth and 
fourth partes, respective, being defaised. %66<| Newbyth 
in M. P. Brown Suppl. Decis. (1826) I. 499 N otwithstanding 
of' the 'twenty shillings .Scots' to be defeased to the defender 
upon the boll. 

t Defease, sb. Sc. Obs . [f. prec. vb.] Dis- 
charge, acquittance ; » Defeasance 4. 

*49* Ld. Treas. Ace . Scott. 1 .166 Chauncellare, we 'charge 
30 w that. .3® here the Thesauraris compt and defeis, and' 
allow .as ge think aceordis to resone 

Defeasible (drffzibl), , Also6 defeazable, 
9 -ible, 7 defiesible, -©able, 7-9 defeasable. [a. 
AF. defeasible (Lyttelton)':— O' F. type *de{s)faisibk, 
■" *de{s)fenble f f, dt(s faire, 'de{sfie$-, *0. und©'+ - ble. 
Cf. Feasible.] Capable of being, or liable to be, 
undone, * defeated * or made void ; subject to for- 
feiture. 

1586' Ferne Bias. Gentrie 301 There be two or three rales 
to be obserued, otherwise the adoption is defeasible. " 261a 
Davies Why Ireland,- etc. (1747! 8* ■ He came to the Crowne 
of England "by a. defeasible title. 2767 Blackstone Comm, 
II. 393 la all these creatures, "reclaimed from the wildness 
of their nature, "the property is not absolute, but defeasible. 
28*8 Cruise Digest ted. 2) IV, 205 A confirmation may make 
'■ . a "voidable or defeasible estate, .good. ■ 2876 Bancroft Hist. 
U. S. I. xv. '456 The unlettered savage, .might deem the 
English tenure defeasible. 


Hence Befea'sibleness, &efea«ibi*lity. 

1610 Donne Pseudo Martyr 258 Much lesse . . were our 
Lawes subject to that frailty and Defeseablenesse. 1885 
Sir F. North in Law Rep. 29 Ch. Div. 542 The defeasibility 
of the gift in favour of Mrs. White. 

Defeat (dzfrt) , sb. [Appears at end of 16th c. : 
f. Defeat v. t prob. after F. ddfaile sb. (1475 in 
Hatzf.) : the latter was the ordinary fern. sb. from 
defait, -e, pa. pple. of defaire vb., = It. disfaita * an 
vndoing, an vn making ’ (Florio), a defeat, a rout ; 
Romanic type *di facta : see Defeat &.] 

+ 1 . Undoing ; ruin ; act of destruction. To make 
defeat upon {of ) ; to bring about the ruin or de- 
struction of. Obs. 

2599 Shaks. Much Ado tv. i. 48 If you . . Haue vanquisht 
the resistance of her youth, And made defeat of her vir- 
ginitie. 2603 — Ham. it. ii. 598 A king, Vpon whose pro- 
perty, and most deere life, A damn’d defeate was made. 2622 
Beaum. & Fl. Thierry # Theo.v. ii, After the damned defeat 
on you. a 2634 Chapman Rev. Honour, That he might 
meantime make a sure defeat On our good aged father’s 
life. 2636 Davenant Wits v. y, 1 cannot for my heart pro- 
ceed to more Defeat upon thy liberty. 

2 . The action of bringing to nought (schemes, 
plans, hopes, expectations); frustration. (Now 
usually fig. of 3.) 

1599 Shaks. Hen. V, 1, ii. 213 So may a thousand actions 
once a foote.„be all well borne Without . defeat. 2643 
Evelyn Mem. (1857) I* I 9 I After I had sufficiently com- 
plained of my defeat of correspondence at Rome. 2667 
Ld. G. Digby Elvira 1. ii, Th’ ingenious defeats . . You are 
prepar’d to give to her suspicions. 1675 A rt Contentm . ix. 
§ 3. 224 With him . . whose perpetual toil makes him insen- 
sible what the defeat of sport signifies. 1738 Warburton 
Div. Legat. 11. Notes <Rj, The defeat of Julian’s impious 
purpose to rebuild the temple of Jerusalem. 2859 Tennyson 
Guinevere 621, I must not dwell on that defeat of fame. 

3 . The act of overthrowing in a contest, the fact 
of being so overthrown or overcome ; overthrow. 

With objective genitive, or its equivalent, as 4 after their 
defeat by the Romans’, ‘the defeat of Bonaparte at Water- 
loo’; phrases, to mjlict a defeat upon, t give a d. to, to 
defeat ; to safer, sustain, t receive a defeat, to he defeated. 

a. in a military contest or fight. (The usual 
term from c 16.50.) 

1600 E. Blount tr. Conestagglo 298 They had newes in 
Fraunce of the defeat of the armie. 2657 North’s Plutarch, 
Addit. Lives 57 To revenge the Defeat which they received 
at Derbent. 2659 B. Harris Parival's Iron Age : 213 Prince 
Rupert . .notwithstanding his late defeat at Marston Moore. 
Ibid. 298 They gave a totall defeat to the Turkish Fleet. 
2667 Milton P. L . 1. 135 The dire event, That with sad 
overthrow and foul defeat Hath lost us Heav’n. 1710 
Steele Tatler No. 74 7 * 12 He received the News of the 
Defeat of his Troops. 1.841 Elphinstone Hist. Ind. II. 
103 He at last suffered a total defeat, and lost all his acqui- 
sitions. 1874 Green Short Hist, vii, § 8. 430 The defeat of 
the Armada. 

b. in other contests or struggles, e.g. in parlia- 
ment, the defeat of a ministry, of the supporters 
of a measure, of a measure itself. 

1697 Jer. Collier Ess. Mor. Subj., Confidence (2698) 203 
A Man of Confidence, .is ready to rally after a Defeat ; ana 
grows more troublesome upon Denial. 2848 Macaulay 
Hist. Eng. II. 26 In that House of Commons.. the Court 
had sustained a defeat on a vital question. 2884 Gladstone 
in Standard 29 Feb. -2/7 The vote upon redistribution of 
power brought about the defeat of the first Reform BilL 

4 . Law. The action of rendering null and void. 
Defeat (d£frt\ v. Forms : 4-5 deffete, 4-7 

defete, 5 deffayt, dyffeat, 5-7 defait, 6 defayte, 
-fette, -feiefc, -faict, disfeat, 6-7 defeate, 7 de- 
feit, 6- defeat, [f. OF. deficit, fait , orig. desfait, 
pa. pple. of desfaire— It. disfare , late L. dijfacere, 
disfacere , to undo, unmake, mar, destroy (in Salic 
Law and Capitula Car. Magn . ), f. L. dis- (see 
De- I. 6) + facere to do, make. Apparently the 
OF. pa. pple. defait , defeit was first taken into 
Eng. as a pa. pple. (see Defect, defet ) ; this was 
soon extended to defeted, and defife taken as the 
stem of an Eng. verb : cf. the dates of these. 

(The pa. pple,, and even the pa. t., were sometimes defeat 
in 26-i7th c. )] 

fl, tram . To unmake, undo, do away with; to 
ruin, destroy. Obs , 

1435 Rolls Pari. 490 Ye saide pouere Toune of Caleys, yat 
by ye continuance of ye saide Staple hath hiderto been 
gretly mamtened . . [is] like to bee defatted and lost. 2482 
Caxton Myrr.1,1, 7 God may make. alle thyng &alle deffete 
or vnmake. 248* — Godfrey 22 Whan Titus, .deffeted and 
destroyed al the cyte. 2309 Hawes Past. Pleas, xxxvni. 
xiL Her lusty rethoryke My courage reformed . . My sorowe 
deleted, and my mynde dyde modefy. 1548 Hall Ckron. 
1 84 To subvene and defaict all conclusions and agrementes, 
enacted and assented to, in the last Parliament. 2604 
Shaks. Olh. iv. ii. 160 Vnkindnesse may do much ; And bis 
vnkindnesse may defeat my life. 2605 Bacon Adv. Learn. 
h. xxii. § 5 (2873) 207 Great and sudden fortune for the 
most part defeateth men. 2621 Cotgr., Desfaire, to vndoe ; 
..defeat, discomfit, ouercome ; rake, destroy, ouerthrow. 
2632 Lithgow Trav. vm. 343 Thy wals defeat, were rear’d 
with fatall bones. 

f 2 . To destroy the vigour or vitality of; to cause 
to waste or languish ; pa. pple. wasted, withered. 

C1374 Chaucer Boeth. it. i. 30 bou languissed and art 
deffeted for talent and desijr of pi raker fortune. *483 
Caxton Gold. Leg. 236/1 My body is deffeted by the 
tormentis, that the woundes suffre nothyng to entre in £0 
my thought. 


f 3 . To destroy the beauty, form, or figure of ; to 
disfigure, deface, spoil. Obs. 

249* Caxton. Vitas Pair. (W. de W. 1495) 1. xli. 65 a/a 
She was soo deffayted and dysfygured by the grete absty- 
nenees that she made. Ibid 1. 1 . 201 b/2 His vysage. .was 
also pale and dyffeated as of a deed man. 2495 7 'revisa's 
Barth. De P. R. iv. iii. (ed. W. de W.) 83 Dryenesse.. 
makvth the body euyll colouryd, and defacyth and de- 
fetyth [ corpus discolorat et deformat ; Hart. .MS. 4787 
(c 2410} euel y-hewed & defecek & defete ; Addit. MS. 27944 
(c 2425) euel I -hewed & defactif & defete; orig. probably 
euel yhewed Sc defaced & defet]. 2604 Shaks. Oth, 1. iiu 
346 Defeate thy fauour, with an vsurp’d Beard. 
f 4 . Hunting. To cut up (an animal). Obs. 

24.. Le Venery de Twetf in Rel. Ant. I. 153 And whan 
the hert is take, .and shal be defeted. Ibid. 254 And whan 
the boor is i-take, he be deffetyd al velue. 

5 . To bring to nought, cause to foil, frustrate, 
nullify (a plan, purpose, scheme, etc.). 

2474 Caxton Chesse 65 Thynges and honoures shal ben 
defetid by sodeyn deth, 2526 Pilgr. Perf. (W. de W. 1532) 
34 b, Whiche illusyon. .as soone as it was detected - . anone 
it auoyded & was defeted. 2538 Starkey England iv. 
218 Yf.hyt were wel ordryd jus'tyce schold not be so de» 
fettyd. 260a Shaks. Ham. in. iii. 40 My stronger guilt, 
defeats my strong intent. 2660 PIickeringill Jamaica 
(1661) 73 The most promising designs . . are many times 
easily defeated. 2708 J. Chamberlayne St. Gt. Brit. 1. 111. 
x. (1743) 204 Almost sufficient to defeat the old adage, 
‘Rome was not built in a day/. *782 Coweeh Charity 38 
To thwart its influence, and its end defeat. 2818 Cruise 
Digest (ed. 2) XV. 4x4 To. .defeat the ulterior objects of the 
articles. *855 Emerson Misc, 223 A man who commits a 
crime defeats the end of his existence. 

0 . Law. To render null and void, to annul. 

2523 Tunstal, etc. To Wolsey (MS. CotL Vesp. C rtf. 
289 b), In case ye wold have these points at this tyme be ex- 
presse convention defeatyd. 2583 Wills fy Inv. N. C. 
(Surtees) II. 62 Herbye defeating all former will and walks, 
by me att anye tyme made. 2642 Perkins Prof. Bk.lv, 
§279 This exchange is good until it be defeated by the 
wife or her heire. 2767 Blackstone^ Comm, II. 142 TTie 
lessee's estate might also, by the ant lent law, be at any 
time defeated, by a common recovery suffered by the 
tenant of the freehold. *818 Cruise Digest (ed. .a). II. 49 
A condition that defeats an estate. 1848 Wharton Law 
Lex. s. v. Defeasance, A Defeasance on a bond, .defeats 
that in the same manner. 

7 . To do (a person) out <7/* (something expected, 
or naturally coming to him); to disappoint, de- 
fraud, cheat. 

2538 Starkey England 1. iv. 121 The credytorys holly are 
defayted of theyr dette. 1542-3 Act 34-5 Hen. VIII, c. 20 
§1 Feined recouesries . . to binde and defete their heires 
inheritable by the limitacion of suclie giftes. *569 Newton 
Cicero’s Olde Age 14 a, That they might defeate him from 
the use and possession of his goods. 2633 Bp. Hall Hard 
Texts 382 That thou maist not be defeated of that glory 
which awaits for thee. 1667 Milton P. L. Xi. 254 Death. . 
Defeated of his seisure. 1767 Blackstone Comm. II. 475 
A means of defeating their landlords of the security which, 
the law has given diem. 1777 Johnson Let. to Mrs. 
Tkrale 6 Oct., Having been defeated of my first design. 
2846 Mill Logic m. xxvi. § 3 The assertion that a cause 
has been defeated of an effect that is connected with it by 
a completely ascertained law of causation. 

f b„ To deprive ^/* (something one already pos- 
sesses) ; to dispossess. Obs. 

2592 Harington Orl Fur, xxxvi. xlvii. (2*634] 301 Rogero 
sunders -them. .Then of their daggers he them both de>* 
feateth. 1606 Day lie of Gn Is l ii (1881 1 22 That who- 
soeuer..can defeate him of his .daughters shall with theyr 
loues inioy his dukedome. 2677 Govt. Venice 29 They are 
never defeated of those marks of Plonour, unless they have 
dorm something dishonourable. 

8 . To discomfit or overthrow in a contest ; to van- 
quish, beat, gain the victory over : a. in battle. 

The sense gradually passes from ‘undo, annihilate, ruin, 
cut to pieces, destroy, rout in the early quots., to that 
merely of ‘ beat, gain the victory over, put to the worse % in 
the modem ones. (Not/u Shaks.) 

2562 J. Shute Cambinis Turk. Wars 6 The armie of 
Baiazith was defeicted, and he taken by Taanerlano. 2579 
E. K. Gloss. Spenser’s Skeph. Cal, June, Great armies were 
defaicted and put to flyght at the onely hearing of hys 
name. *606 Holland Sueton. 25 After this, he 4 efeited 
Scipio and Ivba. Ibid. 47 When Lollius and Varrus were 
defaited. 1653 H. Cog an tr. Pinto's 7 'rav. 47 Then . .he 
made an end of defeating them, the most of them being 
constrained to leap into the Sea. 1667 Ld. Orrery State 
Lett. (1743) II. 213 Three English' ships . ..fell om-the Irish, 
killed some, and -def eat the. rest, .''*776 T rialof Nmidacomar 
64/2 Their army was -defeated before, the" walls of Patna. 
2838 Thirlwall Greece IV. 437 An engagement followed, 
in which Therimachus was defeated and slain. 2861 Westm. 
Rev. Oct. "497 But .though defeated the Cotton States were 
not vanquished. 

b. tmnsfi and fig. ' 

*78.* Cowper Retirement 781 'Tis love like his that can 
alone defeat The foes of mam, ■ 2818 Shelley Rev, 'Islam 
vi. lit, But that she Who loved me did with "absent 'looks 
defeat Despair. 2870 E. Peacock Ralf Skirl. III. 239 
Isabell was not to be so easily defeated. - 

f Defeasance. Obs. rare. [£ Defeaip v, + 
-ance. (Not in Ft.)] Defeat. 

a 262a Broughton Whs. {x66a)"lH. . 699 . By woo© well 
giuen to a courtier and a lady, procured griei to Q. Elizabeth 
and defeatance. 

Defeated (diTrted), ppl. a. [-ED ^.] Undone, 
frustrated, vanquished, etc. ; see the verb. 

260a Shaks. Ham, l ii. 20 As ’twere, with a defeated ioy. 
2660 Hickeringill Jamaica <1662) 86 , 'Daring' to. rally 
defeated courage. <22859 Macaulay Hist. Eng, V. 039 
The malevolence of ..the defeated party soon revived it*, alt" 
its energy. : 
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DEFECT. 


DEFEATED* 

Befeater (difrtsi). [-ee U] One who or that 
which defeats. 

1844 Tuppes Crock ofG. xiii, That inevitable deflator of 
all printed secrets — impatience. 1864 Sala in Daily Tel. 
it Oct., The loss inflicted by the defeated on the defeater. 

Defeating, nbl. sb . [-ing K] The action of 
the verb Defeat, q.v. 

159a Good Newts fr. Frounce Title-p., Together with the 
defeating, drowning, and taking of much victuaille, corne 
and money, sent by the enemy. 1593 Watson Tears of 
Fancie xxvi. Poems (Arb.) 191 So liue I now and looke for 
toyes defeating. 1659 B. Harris Parival's Iron. Age 94 
The defeating of some companies of Dragoons. 
JJefea-tillg, fpl- a. [-mo 2 .] That defeats; 
see the verb. 

1674 Boyle Excell Thcol. i. in. 106 The defeating dis- 
positions of his providence, 

f Defeatment. Obs. [f. Defeat v. + -ment.] 
The action of defeating, defeat 

1 . In battle or war ; = Defeat sb, 3. 

1598 Barret Theor. Warres iv. i. 98 The cause of many 
defeatments. <21635 Naunton Fragm . Reg. (Arb.) 19 
Considering the defeatments of Blackwater. 1733 Millner 
Compend, Jrttl. 167 The Seat of the War was wholly in 
Flanders, removed thither by the French Defeatment. 

2 . Undoing, frustration, disappointment (of a 
purpose, design, etc.) ; = Defeat sb. 2. 

1647 Spriggr Anglia Rediv. 1. vi. (1854) 53 Had these 
letters been delivered to the King (as they might have been 
but for this defeatment). 1674 Owen Wks. (185X) VIII. 491 
The defeatment of these advantages. 1681 H. More Exp. 
Dan v 261 In defeatment of his Power and Laws in the 
Church. 

Defeature (d/frtiui), sb. Obs. or arch . Also 
7 defaiture, defeiture, diffeature. [a. OF. 
dcffaiture , desfailure , f. desfaire to undo, etc., after 
faiture :—h. fact Bra making, doing. In Eng. con- 
formed in spelling to defeat , and in sense 2 associ- 
ated with feature.] 

+ 1 . Undoing, ruin ; — Defeat^. i. Obs. 

159a Daniel Compl . Rosamond , The Day before the 
Night of my Defeature. 1596 Spenser F. Q. iv. vi. 17 For 
their first loves defeature. 1615 Life Lady Jane Grey 
B iij b, After her most vnfortunate marriage and the utter 
defaiture almost of her name and honours. 1616 R. C. 
Times' Whisde ill. 900 To make defeature Of his estate in 
blisse he doth intend. 

2 . Disfigurement, defacement; marring of features. 
arch. Cf. Defeat v, 3. 

Now chiefly an echo of the Shaksperian use. 

1590 Shaks. Com. Err. v. i. 299 Carefull houres with times 
deformed hand, Haue written strange defeatures in my face. 
Ibid. ii. i. 98. 159a — Ven. $ Ad. 736 To mingle beauty 

with infirmities. And pure perfection with impure defeature, 
1797 Mrs. A. M. Bennett Beggar Girl (1813) V. 312 All the 
defeatures of guilt, .stood on the brow of the former. 1829 
Southey Colloq. Society Ded. 1. iv, Ere heart-hardening 
bigotry. . With sour defeature marr’d his countenance. 2842 
T ait's Mag. IX. 334 To see the veil uplifted from the 
deformities and defeatures of my fellow-creatures, 
f 8. Frustration ; = Defeat sb. 2. Obs. 

1609 Bp. W. Barlow Answ. Nameless Catk. 14 The 
defeature and discouerie of those horrible Traitors. z658 
E. Kemp Reasons for Use of Ch. Prayers 10 Have they 
had no disappointments, no defeatures? x68x Glanvill 
Sadducismus 1. (1726) 31 The Defeature of its Purposes. 

+ 4 . Defeat in battle or contest Obs. 

1598 Florio, Soffratto, a defeature or ouerthrow. x6oi 
Holland Pliny II. 481 After the defeiture of K. Perseus. 
1623 Massinger Bondman iv. i, Have you acquainted her 
with the defeature Of the Carthaginians. 1810 Southey 
Kehama XL ii, Complaining of defeature twice sustain'd. 
1834 Fraser's Mag. X. 417 This comfort we to our defeature 
lend. 

Defeature, v. [f. prec. sb., sense 2. Cf. OF. 
deffaiturer (13th c. in Godef,), with which however 
the Eng. word, is not historically connected.] tram. 
To disfigure, deface, mar the features of. Hence 
Defeatured///. a. 

179* J, Fennell Proc. at Paris (L.), Events defeatured 
by exaggeration. x3x8 Blackw. Mag. II. 493 A . . face, 
defeatured horribly. 1863 Ld. Lytton Ring Amasis IL 
137 Ruined defeatured shapes of Beauty. 

Defeazable, -ance, var. Defeasable, -ance, 
t Be'fecate, fpl a. Obs. Also 5 delicate, 7 
defaecate. [ad. L. defwcat-us, pa. pple. of dcfmcare 
(see next). In early times used as pa. pple. of 
Defecate v.] 

1 . Purified from dregs, clarified, clear and pure, 
a. as pple. 

1533 Elyot Cast. Helthe (1541) 34 b, Ale or Here weile and 
perfytely brewed and clensed, and,. settled and defecate. 
1650 \V. Brough Sacr. Princ. (1659) 2 57 Joy 8 * .defecate 
from your dregs of guilt, 
b. as adj. 

*576 Newton Lemnie's Complex. (1633) 143 This pure, 
clear®, defecate, lovely, and amiable juyce. 1621-51 Anat. 
Mel. 11. ii. 1. i. 233 Many rivers, .defecate and dear. 1671 
R. Bohun Wind 235 The Air is generally defecate and 
serene. 1684 tr. Bonet's Mere. Comfit, v. 146 It renders the 
mass of bloud defaecate. 

2 . Mentally, morally, or spiritually purified. 

'CX450 Henryson Test. Cres. (R.), Sith ye are 'all seven 

deficate Perticipant of diuine sapience. x6ax Burton 
Anat Mel. m. iv, r. i, Calvinists, more defecate than the 
rest, yet. .not free from superstition. 1653 H. More Con- 
fect. Cabbal. (1713) 23 A pure and defecate ./Ethereal Spirit. 
1742 Young Nt. Tk. ix. 1209 Minds elevate, and panting for 
unseen, And defecate from sense. 


Defecate (de-fil-dt), v. Also 6 deficate, 7-9 
defaecate. [f. ppl. stem of L. df weave to cleanse 
from dregs, purify, f. De- I. 6 + fsex, pi. jwc-es 
dregs. Cf. F. dljiqucr (16th c. in Littrd).] 

1 . tram. To clear from dregs or impurities; to 

purify, clarify, refine. „ „ , . , 

1575 Laneham Let. (1871) 58 When, .it n defecated by al 
nights standing, the drink iz the better. 2621 Burton Anat. 
Mel. 1. ii. 11. i, Some are of opinion that such fat standing 
waters make the best Beere, and that seething doth defe- 
cate it, 1707 Sloane Jamaica l. 20 The gum, which 
they defecate in water by boiling and purging. X 7S3 
Hervey Theron fy Asp. (1757) *‘1. 45? Some like the 

Distillers Alembick sublimate; others like the Common 
sewers defalcate. x88x H. Nicholson f rom Sword to 
Share xxxii. 255 The juice should be. .defecated and con- 
centrated on the most approved methods. 

2. fig. To purify from pollution or extraneous 

admixture (of things immaterial). . 

x6zx Burton Anat. Mel, hi. iv. 1. iii, Till Luther s time. . 
who began upon a sudden to defecate, and as another sun 
to drive away those foggy mists of superstition. 2048 
Boyle Seraph, Love (1700) 58 To Defecate and Exalt our 
Conceptions. 1665 Glanvill Scepsis Sci. i. 17 1 f we defaecate 
the notion from materiality. 1751 Johnson Rambler No. 
177 p 4 To defecate and clear my mind by brisker motions. 
1866 Lowell Biglow P. Jntrod. Poems 1890 II. 162 A grow- 
ing tendency to curtail language into a mere convenience, 
and to defecate it of all emotion, 1870 W. M. Rossetti 
Life of Shelley p. xx, I’o defecate life of its misery. ^ . 

3 . To remove (dregs or Luces) by a purifying 
process ; to purge away ; to void as excrement. 
Also fig. 

1774 Goldsm. Nat. Hist. (1862) I. iv. 13 It [the air] soon 
began to defecate and to depose these particles upon the oily 
surface. 1862 Goulburn Pers. Relig. iv. vii. (1873) 3** 1° 
defecate the dregs of the mind. 1872 H. Macmillan True 
Vine iii, gx By the death of the body, sin is defecated 
b. absol. To void the faeces. 

2864 in Webster. 1878 A. Hamilton Nenr. Dis. xo8 The 
patient should not be allowed to get up to defecate. 1889 
J. M. Duncan Clin. Led. Dis. Women xiv. ied. 4) 96. 
Hence De-fecating vbl. sb. and ppl. a. 

1855 Maurice Let. in Life (1884) II. vii. 277 Get it clear 
by any defecating processes. 1885 Munch. Even. News 
29 May 2/2 The use of defecating powders. 

Defecated (de’ffk/rited),///. a. [f. prec. + -ED.] 
1 . Cleared of dregs or impurities; clarified, clear. 
1641 Wilkins Math. Magick 11. V.J1648) 185 Have the air 
. .so pure and defecated as is required. 1677 Grew A nat. 
Fruits iii. § 6 A more defecated or better fined Juyce. 1733 
Cheyne Eng. Malady Pref, (1734) 5 Generous, defecated, 
spirituous Liquors. 1865 Sat. Rev. 17 June 721/1 We have 
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a right to ask .that our rivers should flow with water, and 
not with defecated sewage. 

% fig. Mentally, morally, or spiritually purified, 

x6ix Speed Hist. Gt. Brit. ix. xx. § 4 A great deale of 
cleare elocution, and defecated conceit. 1793 T. Taylor 
Or at. Julian 39 Consider the defecated nature of that pure 
and divine body. x86a F. Hall Hindu Philos. Syst. 279 
His judgment daily becomes more and more defecated. 

3 . transf. Of evil : Unmixed, unmitigated. 

1796 Burke Let. Noble Ld. Wks. VIII. 57 The principle 
of evil himself, incorporeal, pure, unmixetl, dephlegmated, 
defecated, evil. 1827 H are Ser. l ('1873)9® The Penal 

Colonies, .have been the seats of simple, defecated crime. 

Defecation (def/k^jbn). Also defecation, 
[ad. L. defseedtion-em, n. of action from dif wears 
to Defecate. Also in mod.FJ The action or 
process of defecating. 

1 . The action of purifying from dregs or Ices ; 
cleansing from impurities ; clarification. 

1656 Blount Glossogr., Defecation, a purging from dregs, 
a refining. zS66 J. Smith Old Age ed. 2) 218 Depuration 
and defalcation . . of the blood and vital spirits, 1865 
Standard 26 Jan., Unless some means are taken for the de- 
fecation of the sewage before it is discharged into the river. 

2 . Purification of the mind or soul from what is 
gross or low. 

1649 J ER - Taylor Gt. Bxentp. 1. Ad § ix. 142 A defecation 
of his faculties and an opportunity of Prayer, 

3 . The discharging of the feces, 

1830 R. Knox Bf Hard's Anat, 3x0 In coughing, sneezing, 
vomiting, defecation . . a greater or less number of the 
muscles, .act in unison. 184.7 -9 Todd Cyct. Anat , IV. 142/2 
Cases of defecation of hair. .are.. to be received with dis- 
trust, 1872 Huxley Phys. vi. 153 When defecation takes 
place. 

Defecator (de-f/k^toi). [agent-n. f. Defe- 
cate v . : see -or.] One who or that which defecates 
or purifies ; spec, in Sugar-manufacture ; see quot. 
1874. 

1864 Webster, Defecator , that which cleanses or purifies. 
1874 Knight Meek. Did., Defecator , an apparatus for the 
removal from a saccharine liquid of the immature and 
feculent matters which would impair the concentrated re- 
sult.. .Defecators for sorghum partake of the character of 
filters. 1875 Urk Did. Arts til. 944 {Sugar), This dis-' 
solving pan is sometimes, .called a ‘defecator \ 

Defect (dffe-kt), sb. Also 5 dofaicte, 5-6 
defeat e. [ad. L. defect-us defect, want, f, ppl, 
stem of dedefre to leave, desert, fail, etc. ; see 
Defect 7/. In early use repr. OF. dcfaicte priva- 
tion, or defaict evil, misfortune: see Defeat v.] 

1 . The fact of being wanting or falling short ; 
lack or absence of something essential to com- 
pleteness (opposed to excess) ; deficiency. 

1589 Nashe In trod. Greene's Mcnapken (Arb.) x 1 To 
supplie all other inferiour foundation* defects. 159a Davies 


hitmort. Soul In trod. v. 2 Which 111 being nought but 
a Defect of Good. 1632 J. Hayward tr. Bionai s Eromena 
xi2 Holding on a meane path between® excesse and defect. 
17x9 De Foe Crusoe (1840) 1 1 , ii. 43, I must supply a defect 
in my former relation. 1798 Malthus Pof ul. (1817) L 360 
The excess of one check is balanced by the defect of some 
other. 1848 Macaulay Hist. Eng. I. 495 Having link 
money to give, the Estates supplied the defect by loyal 
protestations and barbarous statutes, ^ 1878 Morlky Crit. 
Jklisc., Condorcet 66 The excess of scepticism and the defect 
of enthusiasm. 

b. In defect ; wanting, deficient, defective. In 
(+ for) defect of: in default of, for want of. 

x6i2 T. Taylor Comm. 'Titus i, 1 The latter being in 
defect. Ibid. i. 5 Our bodies are . . prone to pine away for 
defect of daily food. 164* French Distill. 1. (1651) 3 J n 
defect of a Furnace . . we may use a Kettle 1643, Sir T. 
Browne Relig. Med. (1659) 174 That [quality 1 . . m whose 
defect the Devils are unhappy, 1767 Blackstone Comm. 

II. 76 Besides the scutages they were liable to in defect of 
personal attendance. 1865 .GftoTR Plato 'I, i. 47 In other 
[animals] water was in excess and fire in defect, 

2 . A shortcoming or failing; a iault, blemish, 
flaw, imperfection (in a person or thing). 

c 1420 Pallad. on flush, t. 44 An hidde dcfaicte is sum- 
tyme in nature Under covert. 1502 Shaks. Ven. if- Ad. 138 
But having no defects, why dost abhor me? 1594 Hooker 
Eccl. Pol 1. i. (1611) 3 The manifold defects whereunto every 
kind of regiment is subject. 1647 Clarendon Hist. Reb. 1. 
(1843) 25/t The very good general reputation he had, not- 
withstanding his defects, acquired, 17 5* Fielding Cement 
Card. Jrnl. No. 56 111 breeding, .is not a single defect, it is 
the result of many. 1857 H, .Reed Led. Eng. Poets II, x. 18 
Its incurable defect, is an utter absence of Imagination. 1878 
Mobley Crit , Misc. % f auvenargues 14 Vauvenargues has 
the defects of his qualities. 

b. Naut. (See quots.) 

1829 Marry at F. Mitdmay v, Having delivered . . an ac- 
count of our defects, they were sent up to the Admiralty, 
1867 Smyth Sailor's Word-bk. , Defects, an official return 
of the state of a ship as to what is required for her hull 
and equipment, ' and what repairs, she stands in need of. 
Upon this return a ship is ordered to sea, into harbour, into 
dock, or paid out of commission. 
f 3 . The quality ol being imperfect ; defectiveness, 
fault mess. Obs. 

1538 Starkey England h. i. 178 Hie defect® of nature ys 
with vs such. 0x600 Shaks. Sonn. cxlix, it When all my 
best doth worship thy defect. 1776 Sir J. Reynolds Disc. 
vii. (1876] 414 The merit or defect of performances. 

4 . The quantity or amount: by which anything 
falls short ; in Math, a part bv which a figure or 
quantity is wanting or deficient., 
x66o Barrow Euclid vi. xxyu, The greatest h that AD 
which is applied to the half being like to the defect K 1 . 5674 
J eake A rich. , 1696) 223 Supplying the defect of the Dividend 
with Cyphers. 1823 Ii. J. Brooke Inirod. Crystall&gr.n 90 
When a decrement by 1 row of molecule* takes place on the 
edge of any paraileiopiped, the ratio of the edges of the 
defect [etc j. 1858 Hkrschel A siren, I 545 An allowance 
. . proportional to the except or defect of Jupiter's, distance 
from the earth above or below it* average amount. 
f 5 . Failure i,of the heavenly bodies) to shine;- 
eclipse ; wane of the moon. Obs. | L. dtfedus ] 
1603 Holland Plutarch's Mar, *107 The defict of "the 
Moone and her ocaiitation. *607 TorsEix Fmtrf, Blasts 
(1658) 4 When the moon is in the wane, they [Apes} 
are heavie and sorrowful for, as other beast*, so do 
these fear the defect of the stars and planets, x£pt Ray 
Dissel World 259 Prodigious and lasting Defects of the 
Sun, such m happened when Casar the Dictator was slain, 
t 0 . A falling away {front's, dejection. Oh. 

1540 In Strype Eccl. Mem. I, xlix. 367 The king ..made 
a defect from his purpose of reformation with great precipi- 
tancy, c 1790 W 1 clock Vay, 308 'When 11 priest apostiatixes 
«« they seldom place hit defect to the account of conscience, 
t Defect, a. Obs. [ad. L, defcctus> pa. pple. of 
defklre: see next.] ' Defective, deficient,- wanting. 

x6oo Tourneur Transf Meiammfk, Frol. 1, This huge 
eottcatittic, defect ■of light. *630 i. Tavloi ’Water R' U’m, 
(N. ! , Their service was defect and lame.- xS&f Eloddm F» 
vi. 56 And sage advice was clean defect. 

Defext, v. [f. L. defect*, ppl, stem of de fief re 
to leave, desert, depart, cease, fail, f. Dk* t Jacere 
to make, do.] I. intr , 
fl. To Tail, fall short, become deficient or wast- 
ing i to fall off fi om (a standard, etc.). Obs, 

158$ J. Hooker Giraid, tret, in IMimhed II. 14ft After' 
he -peruetued that nature began m fmh and defect, he 
yeelded.'himaelfe to dk, 1598 Barcklrv Felk. Mm iv. 
U6o3’ i '3i'5 The vertue and.goodnesse of men seemeth to de* 
feet from:. that .of former ages. __ *646 Sw T, Browne Psend, 
Ep.'i, v. x8'V«t have the inquiries of most defected by the 
way, x$jp*,'Gawm 'Mmgmtrom, sgs The Moon suddenly 
defected in m ecdfiise. » 1677 B omow Serm, Wks. 1716 

III. 16 Not to defect from the right »,■ course thereto. 

2, To fall away from (a person, party, or cam*) ; 

to become a rebel #r deserter. Mtm Obs, m rare, 
*596 !Mumx tr. Leslie's Hist, Sent, iv. liii. 74 * Thay 
had defected froine the Christian^ Keliffoumn n%6 Bock 
Rick, ill, 1, *5 The Duke was now secretly in l«s heart de- 
fected from the King, and become male-content, x6$» Gaul* 
Magmtrom. 340 'He defected, and fled to lb« contrary part. 
x$6o Rowitc, Diary India I. xviii. ate Tlie native troop 
and gmimn defected 

II. tram. 

f3. To cause to desert or fall away. Obs, 

'■ x%6 PtYNMi Umbmk Tim. Ded, {1661) ylPefect me from. 
(th«T£piscfflp&b throne, ixpell me the City, t6i$ f . Srpici 
flame 9/ Medki 373 The rataas of defecting hit garritoa, 
f 4. To hurt, damage, make defective; to dis- 
honour, ',.Oh, 

Eentedie agsL ' Lem C ij, To brydel! all afffectw# As 
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DEFENCE, 


. .Drunkennes.se, Whordome, which our God defectes. 1639 
Troubles Q. Eliz. (N.),_ Men may much suspect; But yet, 
my lord, none can my life defect. 

Hence t Defeated ppl. a ., j»- X>efe*cting vbl. sb. 
1589 Warner Alb . Eng. v. xxviii. (R.) } Defected honour 
neuer more is to be got againe. 1596 Dalrymple tr. Leslie's 
Hist. Scot. 1885) 62 A certane g ret sehip, hot throuch aldnes 
defected. 1603 Carew Cornwall (1723) 140a, There dwelt 
another, so affected, or rather defected [being deaf and 
dumb]. 1635 Hey wood Hierarch. 11. Comm. 104, I finde 
myselfe much defected and disabled in my knowledge and 
understanding. 1686 Evelyn Mem. (1857) II. 262 The Arch- 
bishop of York now died . . I look on this as a great stroke to 
the poor Church of England, now in this defecting period. 

Defectant (dffe-ktant). rare. [f. Defect v. 

+ -ant. (No corresp. L. or F.)] - Defector. 

1883 Field 1 Dec 759 Defectant after defectnnt causing., 
the honorary secretary an immense amount of trouble. 

Defectibility (d/fe:ktibilitik [f. next + 
-ITY.J Liability to fail or become defective. 

a 1617 Bayne On Eph. (1658) 108 This is.. to detect.. the 
defectibility. .in his creature, 2678 Gale Crt. Gentiles III. 

4 Sin came first into the world from the Defectibilitie of 
our first Parents their Eree-wil. 1705 Purshall Mech. 
Macrocosm 13 A Defectibilty in these is Inconsistent with 
Infinite Wisdom. 1843 R. W. Hamilton Pop. Educ. viii. 
(ed. 2) 192 The certain defectibility of all institutions, which 
depend not upon the principle of self-government. 
De£e*ctiMe, a. Also 7 -able. [f. L. defect -, 
ppl. stem of deficilre [see Defect z>.) + -ble: cf. 
perfectible.] Liable to fail or fall short. 

a 1617 Bayne On Eph. (1658) 104 The sin of a creature 
defectable maybe ordained. 2674 Hickman Quinquart. 
Hist. fed. 2) 12 The defectible nature of the will. 2736 
Butler Anal. 1. v. Wks. (1874) 1* 101 Such creatures., 
would for ever remain defectible. 

Defection (diTe’kJbn). In 6 defeccion. [ad. 
L. dfcctibn-em desertion, revolt, failure, eclipse, 
deficiency, fainting, etc., n. of action from L. 
deficere’. see Defect v. Cf. F. defection (in OF. 
13 - 1 5 th c., and in mod.F. iS-ipth e., but obs. 
in 1 6 th c., when the Eng. word was adopted 
from L.).] 

1. The action or fact of failing, falling short or 
becoming defective ; failure (tf/" anything). 

1544 Phaer Regim. Lyfe (1553) G vj b, Mani times foloweth 
defeccion of the strength. 2576 Fleming Panopl. Epist . 36 
You... suffer no defection of your renoune, nor eclipse of 
dignitie. 2650 Fuller Pisgak 11. 62 The stopping of the 
waters [of Jordan] above must necessarily command their 
defection beneath. 2655-60 Stanley Hist. Philos. (1702) 
29/2 As soon as he remymbred these words, he fell into 
a great defection of Spirit. 1853 C. Bronte Villette xxiv, 

I underwent . . miserable defections of hope, intolerable 
encroachments of despair. 1874 H. R. Reynolds John 
Bapt. iii. § i» 129 All the cumbrous ceremonial might be 
strictly attended to without flaw or defection. 

f D. spec. Failure of vitality ; a fainting away 
or swooning. Obs. 

1615 Crooke Body of Man 417 The vrine that hee auoyded 
in his defections or s wounds. 1684 tr. Bonefs Merc. Compit. 
xix. 680 It may be sometimes good in sudden Defections of 
the Soul to sprinkle cold water on the Face. 

t e. Imperfection, defectiveness; an instance of 
this, a defect. Obs. 

1576 Fleming Panopl. Epist , 273 In whom, if there be 
any defection .. it is to be referred to Nature. 2651 Life 
Father Sarpi (2676) 93 He himself in his anatomy of his 
affections and defections . . acknowledges himself to be 
severe. 2636 Blount Gtossogr., Defection, .an infirmity. 
2677 Hale Contempt, n. 38 The Light of Nature shews us, 
that there is a great defection and disorder in our Natures. 

2. The action of falling away from allegiance or 
adherence to a leader, party, or cause ; desertion. 

1552 Huloet, Defection , properly wheras an armye doth 
forsake their owne captayne. 2583 Stubbes Anat. Abus. 
11. (1882) 92 After the defection of ludas the traitour. 2653 
H. Cogan tr. Pinto's Trav. Ixx. 284 Fearing lest the defec- 
tion of his souldiers should daily more and more increase. 
2670 R. Coke Disc. Trade Pref., When the United Nether- 
lands made their defection from the Crown of Spain. 2777 
Robertson Hist. Anier. (1778) II. vi. 251 A spirit of defec- 
tion had already begun to spread among those whom he 
trusted most. 1884 Nonconf. <$• Indep. 21 Feb. 186/3 The 
Liberal defection on Wednesday morning was. .small. 

3. A falling away from faith, religion, duty, or 
virtue ; backsliding ; apostasy. 

25^6 Bale Eng. Votaries n. (R.), Suche a defection from 
Christ as Saint Paul speketh of. 1549 Latimer 5th Serrn. 
bef Edw. V I (Arb.) 132 Also the defection is come and 
swaruinge from the fayth. 1622 T. Taylor Comm. Titus 
ii. i The Lord for this end permitteth many generall defec- 
tions and corruptions. 2677 Hale Prim, O rig. Man. iv. 
vii. 355 The defection and disobedience of the first Man, 
which brought Death into the World. 2738 Warburton 
Div. Legat. I. 287 Their frequent Defections into Idolatry. 
177a Priestley Inst, Re tig. (1782) 1. 300 The times of 
defection and idolatry. 2882 Farrar Early Chr. II. 436 
For each such defection we must find forgiveness. 

Hence Defe*ctionist, one who advocates defec- 
tion. 2846 Worcester cites Morn . Chron. 

t Defe'ctious, a. Obs. [f. Defection : see 
-OUS. Cf. infectious I\ 

.1, Having "'defects, defective. • 

.1582 ■ Pettie Guazzo's Civ. Conv. 1. (1586) xi b, ' Without 
Conversation our life would bee defectious. 2582 Sidney 
ApoL Poetrie (Arb.t 43 Perchance in some one defectious 
peece, we may find a blemish. 

2. Of the nature of defection or desertion, 

. ' 2630 Lord Relig. Persees Ep. Bed., Relapse and defectious 
apestasie. 


Defective (d/fe*ktiv), a. and sb. Also 5 de- 
fect if, -yf, def s f)ectyff(e, 5-6 def[f)ectyve. 
[a. F. defectif, -ive ( 14 th c. in Littre), ad. L. defec- 
tives (Tertull.), f. defect-, ppl. stem of deficere : 
see Defect vi] 

A. adj. 1. Having a defect or defects ; wanting 
some essential part or proper quality ; faulty, im- 
perfect, incomplete. 

1472 in Surtees Misc. (1890) 25 The crosse in the markythe 
his defectyff & lyke to fall. 2480 Caxton Chron. Eng. 
clxiv. 148 And tho lete kyng eelward amende the lawes of 
walys that were defectif. 1495 Act 11 Hen. VII, c. 4 
Weightes and mesures so found defectif to be forfeit and 
brent. 2528 Paynel Salerno's Regim . Xiv b, Saffron com- 
fortethe defectiue membres, and principallye the harte, 
1599 Sandys Europse Spec. 11632) 153 For a Prince hee hath 
beene thought somwhat defective. 1663 Gerbier Counsel 
8 Why modern and daily Buildings are so exceedingly De- 
fective? 1781 Cowper Poems, Ep. to Lady Austen 62 In 
aid of our defective sight. 2860 Tyndall Glac.x . xxiv. 171 
My defective French pronunciation. 2893 Law Times' Rep. 
LXVIII. 309/1 The defective condition of the drains. 

b. Defective fifth (in Music) : an interval con- 
taining a semitone less than the perfect fifth. 
Defective hyperbola (in Math.) : = Deficient 
hyperbola. 

1706 Phillips (ed. Kersey\ Semi- Diapason, a Term in 
Musick, signifying a defective or imperfect Octave. 2727- 
51 Chambers Cycl. s. v. Curve, [Newton's] Enumeration of 
the Curves of the second kind. .Six are defective parabolas, 
having no diameters . . Seven are defective hyperbolas, having 
diameters. 1730-6 Bailey (.folio), Semidiapente, a defective 
fifth, called a false fifth. 

2. Defective in (t of ) ; wanting or deficient in. 
1599 Sandys Europse Spec. (1632) 112 A soveraigne pre- 
servative, and defective of no vertue save Iustice and 
Mercy. 2604 Shaks. Oth. 11. i. 233 All which the Moore is 
defectiue in. a 2639 W. Whateley Prototypes 1. xi, (2640) 
107 Why are we so defective in this duty? i6&) Evelyn 
Mem. (1857) III. 305 Hence it is that we are in England so 
defective of good libraries. 2723 Addison Guard. No. 120 
P2 Our tragedy writers have been notoriously defective in 
giving proper sentiments to the persons they introduce. 
1875 Jowett Plato (ed. 2) IV, 221 The first portion of the 
dialogue is in no way defective in ease and grace. 

f 3. At fault ; that has committed a fault or 
offence ; guilty of error or wrongdoing. Obs. 

1401 Pol. Poems (Rolls) II. 106 Thou puttist defaut to 
prestes, as erst thou didist to curates. I wot thai ben 
defectif, hot }it stondith Cristis religion. 2467 in Eng. 
Gilds (1870} 389 Yf suche a persone may be founae defectyf 
by xij. men lawfully sworen. 1504 Atkynson tr. De Imi- 
tations 111. xv, If thou founde thy aungels defectyue & 
impure. 2518 Act 10 Hen. VIII in St at. Irel. (1621) 56 
Persons, .so founden defective or trespassing in any of the 
said statutes. 2677 Govt. Venice 189 When any of them is 
defective, he is responsible to that terrible Court. 

4 . Wanting or lacking (to the completeness of 
anything). 

2603 Holland Plutarch's Mor. 55 To supply that which 
was defective in some, or to correct what was amisse in 
others. 1711 Strype Parker iv. iii. (R.), To have written 
thereon what was defective. 2714 tr. Rivella 68 He . . did 
not then dream there was any thing in her Person defective 
to his Happiness. 1864 Carlyle Fredk. Gt . (2865) IV. xii. 
v. 162, I wish you had a Fortunatus hat; it is the only 
thing defective in your outfit. 

5 . Gram. Wanting one or more of the usual 
forms of declension, conjugation, etc. 

2530 Palsgr. Introd. 30 Verbes parsonall be of thre sortes, 
parfyte, anomales, and defectyves. Ibid. 36 Some be yet 
more deffectyves. 2824 L. Murray Eng. Gram. (ed. 5) I. 
168 Defective Verbs are those which are used only in some 
of their moods and tenses, (e.g.) Can, could. .Ought, .quoth, 
f 6 . Defective cause\ see Deficient a. 3 . Obs. 
1624 N. De Lawne tr. Du Moulin’s Logick 60 Under the 
Efficient cause we comprehend the cause which is called 
Defective. As the want of sight is the cause of going 
astray. 2678 Gale Crt. Gentiles III. 195 Albeit Gods wil 
be the effective and predeterminative cause of the substrate 
mater of sin, yet it is no way a defective or moral cause of 
sin. 

33. sb. f 1. A thing defective or wanting. Obs. 
2497 Bp. Alcock Mohs Perfect . A iij/2 No defectyue to 
their comforte. 

f 2. gen. One who is defective. Obs. 
a 1592 H. Smith Wks. (1866-7) L 444, I cannot tell what 
to make of these defectives, .they neither weep nor dance. . 
they weep almost, and dance almost. 

b. spec. A person who is deficient in one or more 
of the physical senses or powers. U. S. 

1882 G, S. Hall German Culture 267 She [Laura Bridg- 
man] is not apt, like many defectives, to fall asleep if left 
alone or unemployed. 1892 J[. B. Weber i nN.Amer. Rev, 
Apr. 425 Their paupers, criminals, or other defectives. 

3. Gram. A defective part of speech. (Alsoyig;) 

2612 Brinsley Pos. Parts {1669) 100 Rehearse the several 
sorts of Defectives . . Aptots, Monoptots, Diptots, [etc.]. 
2627-77 Feltham Resolves 11. iv. 166 Certainly a Lyer, 

; though never so plausible, is but a defective of the present 
tense. 2863 W. Smith tr. Curtius' Gr. Gram. § 200 Observe 
further the Defectives : varefjos later, vcnraTos ultimus , 
[etc.]. 

Defectively (diTe*ktivli), adv. [-LY 2 .] In 
a defective manner ; imperfectly* faultily. 

16x2 Speed Hist. Gt, Brit. Proem, Fabius Maximus is 
reprehended by Polybius for defectiuely writing the Punicke 
warres. 1653 Baxter Chr. Concord Pref. O ii. Because 
. , the Duties , . [are] so Defectively performed. 2818 Cruise 
Digest (ed 2) IV. 274 To carry it into execution, though 
defectively made, a 1850 Rossetti Dante # Circ. 1. 12874) 
84 It seemed to me that I had spoken defectively. 


Defectiveness (diffe'ktivnes). [-NESS.] De- 
fective quality or condition ; the fact or state of 
being defective ; faultiness. 

2622 Malynes A nc. Lavu-Merch. 402 Let there be made 
a Notariall Instrument or Act concerning the defectiuenesse 
of the commodities. 2643 Milton Divorce i. (18511 22 The 
unfitnes and defectivenes of an unconjugall mind. 2727 
Swift Gulliver 11. iii. 118 The queen giving great allowance 
for my defectiveness in speaking. . 2884 W. J. Courthope 
Addison iii. 47 Owing to the defectiveness of his memory. 
2884 Law Times 16 Feb. 275/2 The radical defectiveness of 
leasehold tenure as now applied to urban holdings. 

Defectless (diTe'ktles), a. [-less.] Without 
defect; flawless. 

1883 S. L. Clemens [Mark Twain] Life on Mississippi 
485 An absolutely defectless memory. 

Defector (dHe’ktaik [a. L. defector revolter, 
agent-n. f. deficere ; see Defect v.] One who falls 
away; a seceder or deserter. 

2662 Petty Taxes 62 If the minister should lose part of 
the tythes of those whom he suffers to defect from the 
church, (the defector not saving, but the state wholly 
gaining them). 1879 Sir G. Campbell White $ Black 372 
Independents and all other defectors from the party. 

t Defextnal, a. Obs. tare. [f. L. defectu-s 
Defect + -al : cf. effectual .] Defective. 

1582 N. T. fRhem.) Acts xv. 2 note, Without which order 
. .the Church had been more defectuall and insufficient, 
then any Common wealth . . in the world. 

t Defe'Ctuose, CL. Obs. rare, [ad, med.L. de- 
fee tubs-us : see -ose.] «= Defectuous. 

1678 Gale Crt. Gentiles III. 195 The same act which is 
defectuose and sinful in regard of the wil of man is most 
perfect and regular in regard to the wil of God. 

t Defectno-sity. Obs. [ad. med.L. defechw- 
sitds , f. defecHtos-us ; see next and -ity. Cf. F. 
defeciuositt, in 15th c. deffeaueusite (Hatzf.).] 
Defectiveness, faultiness. 

2597 Lowe Ckirurg. (1634} 285 The Hare-shaw is a de- 
fectuositie of nature., in the Lip, Eare, or Nose. 2648 
W. Mountague Devout Ess. 1. xiv. § 2 (R), This mercifuil 
indulgence given to our defectuosities, 
t Defe*ctU0US, a. Obs. [ad. med.L. defies- 
tuos-us, f. d?fectu-s Defect; see -ous. Cf, F. 
dtfectueux (1336 in Littre), Pr. defectuos, Sp. de- 
fectuoso , It difeltuoso.] Having defects ; defective, 
faulty ; imperfect 

2553 Cdl. Pole in Strype Cranmer n. (1694) 177 The 
former Act of the ratifying of the matrimony seemed unto 
me much defectuous. 2681 H. More Exp. Dan. App. ii. 272 
The correspondence betwixt this Vial and this Trumpet is 
visibly lame and defectuous. 2726 Nat. Hist. Ireland 92 
The Irish air is greatly defectuous in this part. 

Hence t Defe*ctuously adv., 3 >efe*ctuous- 
ness. 

2604 Parsons 3 rd Pt. Three Convers. Eng. 43 Relating 
their stories corruptly or defectuously of purpose. 2684 
H. More Answer 307 Which are more obscurely and de- 
fectuously here intimated. 2662 — Enthus. Trt. (2722148 
Touching the Defectuousness in my Enumeration of the 
Causes of Enthusiasm. 1680 — Apocal. Apoc . 39 This 
insinuates the defectuousness of the Sardian Church. 

t Defedaie, V. Obs. [f. ppl. stem of late L. 
defeeddre to defile, f. De- I. 3 + feedare to make 
foul, defile, f. feedus foul.] trans. To defile, 
pollute. 

1669 W. Simpson Hydro l. Chym. 26 The same spurious 
acidity, .defedates the blood, 
t Defedation (drfz'd^-Jbn). Obs. Also defeed-, 
[ad. med.L. defeedation-em, in F. defSdation (15- 
16th c.), n. ot action from late L. defeeddre : see 
prec.] The action of making impure ; befoulment, 
pollution (esp. of the blood or skin ; also fig,). 

2634 T. Johnson Parey's Ckirurg. xx. vii. (1678) 461 
A Morphew or defedation of all the skin. 2669 W. Simpson 
: Hydrol. Chym. 73 An extraordinary defedation of the 
blood. 2684 tr. Bonefs Merc. Compit. v. 153 A purge must 
not be given in any defoedation of the skin, a 2742 Bent- 
ley (J.), The defoedation of so many parts by a bad printer, 
and a worse editor. 1764 Grainger Sugar Cane iv. 282 
Successive crops Of defoedations oft will spot the skin. 
1793 D’Israeli Cur. Lit. U843) 134 Ail these changes are 
so many defoedations of the poem. 

Defeict, obs. form of Defeat. 

Defeisance, obs. form of Defeasance. 
i Defert, de£e*t, a. Obs. Also 5 defect, 
deffait. [a. OF. defeit, desfeit, fait , pa. pple. of 
desfaire,difaire to undo ; see Defeat v.] Marred, 
disfigured. 

c 1374 Chaucer Troylus v. 618 To ben defet [v.r. defect] 
and pale, and woxen lesse. Ibid. v. 2219 He so defet {v.r. 
disfigured] was, fiat no man er man Vnnefie myght^hym 
knowe \>tr he wente. 2483 Caxton G. de la Tour xcii. 121 
Hadde her uisage deffait in such wise that she was unknowe 
to eueri creatoure. <22605 Montgomerie The Elegie 56 It 
weeping said : — * O deidly corps, defet ! ’ 

Defeit, Defeiture, obs. ff. Defeat, -ere. 

+ Defe ke, v. Obs. [a. F. defiquer, ad. L. de- 
faecare to Defecate.] — Defecate v. 3. 

1605 Timme Quersit. 1. L 3 By the meanes whereof all 
impure and corrupt matter is defeked and separated. 

Defence, defense (dffe-ns), sb. Forms; 
3-6 defens, 3- defence, defense; (5 diffens, 
-ense, -ence, difence, 5-6 deffenee, 6 deffens). 
[Two forms: ME. defens, a. OF. defens (deffans, 
deffenz , desfens, fans, etc.), Ph. de Thaun 1119, 
ad. L. defensum thing forbidden* defended, etc.* 


DEFENCE. 

sb. use of pa. pple. of defendere (see Defend) ; 
also ME. defense , a. OF. defense defence, prohibi- 
tion, ad. L. definsa (Tertuflian «=• definsio), ft pa. 
pple. definsus, analogous to sbs. in -ala, -cede, -ie. 
In Eng. where e became early mute, and gramma- 
tical gender was lost, the two forms naturally ran 
together ; app. the spelling defence comes from the 
define form ; cf. hennes, hens, hence ; penis, pens , 
pence ; ones, ons, once ; sithens, since ; Duns, dunce. 
The spelling defense is that now usual in the United 
States. 

(The pop. Romanic forms were de-, diffeso, -Jlsa, cf. It 
difesa, OF. des-, def-, defeis,. defois, Norman difais, and 
defeise , defoise.)] 

The action of defending, in the various senses of 
the verb,, q.v. 

The order here followed is as in the verb, though this does 
not quite agree with the chronological data in hand. 

I. The action, of warding off, and of prohibiting. 
(Ohs. or arch.) 

f 1. The action of keeping off, or resisting the 
attack of (an enemy). Ohs. 

ct 400 Destr. Troy 4715 In defense of hor fos, pat on fete 
lay. 1494 Fabyan Chron. vi. exeix. 206 For y J defence of 
his enemyes. 3543-4 Act 35 Hen. VIII, e. 12 For the 
xnaintenaunce of has warres, inuasxon and defence of his 
enemies. 1588 Ld. Burghley Let. to Sir F, Walsyngham 
19 July, 5000 footmen and iqqo horsemen for defence of 
the enemy landing in Essex, 
f b. ? Offence. Ohs. 

c X400 Destr. Troy 2692 What defense has J>ou done to our 
deregoddes? 

f 2. The action of forbidding ; prohibition. Ohs. 
(exc. as in b, c.) 

a X300 'Ten Commandm. 15 in E. E. P. {1862) 1 6 Hou he 
ssold he folk© tech, and to ssow ham godis defens boj>e to 
jung and to olde of j?e .x. commandemens. 1303 R. Brunne 
Ilandl.Symte 11098 pe sekesteyn, for alle j>at defense, Jyt 
he jaue pe body ensense. 1377 Langl. P. PI B. xvut. 193 
Adam afterward a^eines his defence, Frette of J?at fruit. 
a 145.0 Knt.de la Tour (1868) 56 Eve. .bethought her not 
aright of the defence that God had made to her husbonde 
and her. 13*6 J. Hacket Let. in MS. Cott. Galba ix. 35 
The Gowernour wyll tnacke a partyculer deffens and 
comandment. .for the anychyllment and destruccion of thys 
nywe bokes. 1600 E. Blount tr. Conestaggia 94 The pope . . 
wrote unto him by an other briefe, with defence not to 
proceed© in the cause, a 1698 Temple <J.), Severe defences 
may be made against wearing any linen under a certain 
breadth. 

b. In defined (of fish, oar waters) prohibited 
from being taken, or fished in. Defence-month — 
Fence-month , (Cf. Fence sb. 7 , n.) 

1607 Cowell Interpr. s.v. Fencemmetk , All waters where 
salmons be taken, shall be in defence, .from the nativitie. 
1736 W. Nelson Laws com. Game 77 The Fence-Month, 
by the antient Foresters was called the Defence-Month, and 
is the Fawning Time. 1758 Descr. Thames 174 Salmon 
shall he in Defence, or not taken, from 8th September to 
St. Martin's Day. x8x8 Hassell Rides Walks 11. 63 
Daring the defence months, which are March, April, and 
May, at which time the fish, . . are spawning. 1887 Pall 
Mall G. 6 May xo/x Streams which were ‘pm in defence in 
the reign of his late Majesty King Henry 1 L, and have 
been so maintained thereafter '. 

c. In the game of Ombre : see quot. 

1878 H. H. Gibbs Ombre 32 If there be Defence, that is to 
say; if either 'of his adversaries' undertake to forbid the 
Surrender. 

II. The action of guarding or protecting from 
: attack. 

$. Guarding o? protecting from attack ; resistance 
against attack; warding off of injury,* protection. 

; (The chief .current sense.) 

X297 R. Glodc. (1724’!- 197 Wanne hi! fbrsoke ys, and for 
slewj»ed* and to non defence ne come. CX300 K. Alls. 26x5 
•A He that hadde power To beore weopene to. defence, c 1325 
Coer de JL. • 6840^ Withe egyr knyghtes of defens. ■ c 1386 
Chaucer Clerks T. 1x39 Ye archevvyves, stondith at defens. 
*393 Gower Con/. III..ai4 With thritty thousand of defence. 

£ X400 Destr. ■ Troy p-xS In deffence of {?e folke, 14x8 E. E. 
IV ills (x 882) 3* A Doubeled ©f defence; conered with red 
' Le)>er. a 1533 Ld. Berners Huon bevii. 230 His defence 
co ude not auayle hym. 1548 Hall. Chron. 57 He would 
'. rather dye in the defence 'than-: finely* yeld the.; castle, a 1699 
'. 'Lady Halkett Autofiog. (187511' 53 [He] drew his sword in . 
the ' defence of the inocentt. *709 . Tatter No. 63 f 2 His 
Sword, not to be drawn but in his own Defence. 1797 Mrs. 
Radcliffk Italian- j,. What are your. weapons of defence 1 ? 
1875 Jgwett Plato(pd. 2) V . 123 They are to take measures ■ 

■ for the defence of the country, 

i? b. Faculty or capacity of defending, Ohs. 

. [£ 1470 H enry IV %llace vra. 803 The defendourls was off so 
.. felt defens.} 1568 Grafton Chron. . II,. 1078 The walles 'were of 
; that defence that ordinaunce did litle harme. ■ *593 Shaks. 

2 Hen. VI , v, i 64 TheCi txe being but of small defence, X596 
Spenser F. Q. v. ii. 5 A man of great defence. 1634 Sir T. 
Herbert Trav. 20. Pikes and Targets of great length and 
defence. ' - 1654 Whitelocke Swed. Ambassy (1772) I, 203 
A castle, .neither large nor beautiful!, or of much defence. 

c. In games ; e.g. in Cricket , the guarding of 
the wicket by the batsman. : .'Opposed to ■attack. 

■ . r863 Daily's Mag. Sports 4* Past. . Sept. 44 The bowling . .* 
the wicket-keeping, . .and the fee 'defence shown, .was all 
cricket in perfection. *879 J. D.H eatk Croquet Player 43 
Upon the introduction of the heavy mallet. .itwasfound that 
the * attack* was a' great, deal. too strong, for the * defence' * 
*883 Daily Tel x$ May ' 2/7 Peat© {bowler] got past his 
defence; ' ' 

dt Line of defence (Mil.) : (d) a line or series 
of fortified points at which an enemy is resisted ; 
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(h) Fortif. a line drawn from the curtain to the 
salient angle of the bastion, representing the course 
of a ball fired from the curtain to defend the face 
of the bastion. 

1645 N. Stone Enchirid. Fortif. 18 And that shall cut oft 
the flanke at F r and bring the line, of defence in towards the 
middle of the Curtain. X802-3 tr. Pallas Trav. (18x2) 1 1 . 7 
The reader will find a distinct view, .of the gate and line of 
defence drawn from the side opposite to the Crimea, xoax 
Examiner 216/1 Compelled to fall back to Capua, a strong 
point in the second; line of defence. 1853 Stocqu blew Mutt. 
Encycl., Line of Defence . . is either fi.cha.nt or razant. 1 he. 
first is, when it is drawn from the angle ; die last,, when it is 
drawn from a, point ia the curtain, ranging the face of the 
bastion in fortification. _ 

4. The practice, art, or ‘science of defending 
oneself (with weapons or the fists) ; self-defence ; 
fencing or boxing. 

x6oz Shaks. Ham. iv. vii. 98 Hee..gaue 3*001 such 
a Masterly report. For Art ana exercise in your defence; 
And for your Rapier most especially. 1639 tr. Camus’ 
Moral Relat. 148 An excellent Master of defence, With 
whom no man will fight .. for feare of his dexterity. 1684 
R. H. School Recreat. 56 The Noble Science of Defence. 
17x1 Land. Gaz. No. 4886/4 Has fought several^ Prizes, 
setting up for Master of Defence. x8z8 Scorr Tales of 
Grandfi. Ser. n, I. ii. 63 Fencing with a man called Turner, 
a teacher of the science of defence. 

5. Something that defends ; a means of resisting 
or warding off attack; spec, (pi.) fortifications, 
fortified works. 

Z1400 Lanfiranc's Cirurg. 55 (MS. B), Leye a defens 
[MS. A defensifj aboute be wounde. 1526 Pilgr. Perfi. ( W. 
de W. 153X) 5 b, Whiche .. is our sauegarde and defence. 
1548 Hall Chron. xs 3 The dukestrake thekyng on the brow 
right under the defence of y* hedpece. x6oo E. Blount tr. 
Conestaggio 316 The galleies. .often discharged all their 
artillerie against the defences. 16x1 Bible Ps. xeiv, 22 
The Lord is my defence. x688 R. Holme Armoury hi, 
457/2 Baskets fdfed with earth, are good defence in tymesof 
wavr and hostility. 1796 Morse Anter. Geog. I. 62 Moun- 
tains are necessary .. as a defence against the violence of 
heat, in the warm latitudes. 1853 Sir H. Douglas Mil it. 
Fridges (ed. 3) 208 The defences of the Austrians on the 
right bank were strengthened by numerous batteries, 
b. Her. (See qtiot.) 

J727-51 Chambers Cycl., Defences , are the weapons of any 
beast ; as, the horns of a stag, the tusks of a wild boar, ere. 

6 . The defending, supporting, or maintaining by 
argument ; justification, vindication. 

138a Wyclif Phil. i. 16 Witinge for I am putt in the defence 
of the gospel. 1563 \Vw3Er Four Scoir Thre Quest. Wks. 
x888 I. 69 Corroboring our iugement with sufficient defensis. 
1S73 0 * Harvky Letter -bk. (Camden) xo, I never yit tooke 
v;ipon me the defenc of ani question. 1653 Gauoen {title). 
Defence of the Ministry and Ministers of the Church of 
England. 1732 Law Serious C. xviii. (ed. a) 333 In defense 
of this method of education. 1848 Macaulay // wri Eng. I L 
212 Nor is it possible to urge in defence of this act of James 
those pjeas by which many arbitrary acts of the Stuarts have 
been vindicated or excused. 

b. A speech or argument in self-vindication. 

1557 N. T. (Genev.) Acts xxiL x Ye men, brethren and 
fathers, heare my defence which I now make vnto you. 
x6xx Bible Acts xix. 33 And Alexander beckened with the 
hand, and would haue made his defence vnto the people. 
1672: Marvell Reh. Tramp. 1. 82 Mr. Bayes his Defence 
was but the blew- John of his Ecclesiastical Policy. 187$ 
Jowett Plato (ed. a) IV. 241 Socrates prefaces his defence 
by resuming the attack. 

f 7. Without defence : without remedy or help; 
unavoidably, inevitably. Ohs. 

c 1385 ^ Chaucer L • G. IV. 279 (Fairfi MSd, I hadde bm 
dede withouten any defence For drede of loves worries, 
CX430 Hymtss Virg. (1867) 66 Giotente coostik wi)>outea 
difence Ik>)xe In diuerse drmkis and meete. 

IIL Law. [Originally allied to sensei, but now 
influenced by senses 3 , 6 ; see Defend v. 6 .] 

8 . The opposing or denial by the accused party 
of the, truth or validity of the complaint made 
against him; the defendant’s (written) pleading in 
answer to the plaintiff's statement of claim ; the 
proceedings taken by an accused party or his legal 
agents, for defending himself. 

1595 Termes of Lazues 57 b, Defence is that which the 
defendant ought to make immediately after the count or 
declaration made, that is to . say. that he defendeth all 
the wrong, force, and damraage, where and when he ought, 
and then to proceed e farther to his piee, or to imparie, 1632 
High Commission Cases iCsmdm) 3x4 The defence Is that 
the same was printed before be was borne, and he hath bit! 
renewed It, and, is very sorry for It, 1768 Blackstone Omm. 
hi. xao I II. Defenee,fe it’s true legal sense, signifies, 
not a justification, protection, or guard, which b now it's 
popular signification ; but merely aa opposing or denial 
(from the French verb defender ) of the truth or validity 
of' the complaint. X769 Goldslm. Roman ffist : (1786:* I, 63 
Brute, . demanded . . if they could make any defence Jo the 
crimes with which they had been charged. 18x7 W. Selwyn 
Lmm: Kisi Prims (ed. 4) II. xoox Malicious Prosecution. 
The usual defence to this action is, that the defendant had 
reasonable or probable grounds of suspicion against 1 the 
plaintiff. Mod. JVcmspr. The examination of the 
for' the defence. The prisoner refused counsel, and. con- 
ducted. his own defence. 

t Defence* defense, v. Ohs . ff. Defence 

sb.% perh. ia part a. OF. definser, deffencer, ad. L. 
definsare, freq. of defendere to Defend.] tram. 
To provide with a defence or defences ; to defend, 
protect, guard, (lit. and figf 

CX400 Lanfrand s Cirurg. 82 J% deftn^ib t ?f *n d«fe»dihl 
a membra fro cormpciouo, c 1440 Pr&mp, Parv. 
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fensyn, defenso, vzunio. 1460 Cafghave Chron. 184 [How] 
this iond schukle be defensed ageyn the cruel te of Scottis. 
1559 Morwyng Evonym. 307 A bely of glasse diligently 
defenced with clay. *570-6 Lambarl>e Peramb. Kent 
(1826) 155 For the defensing of this Realm© against forreine 
invasion. 1587 Turberv. V rag. T. (1837) 260 Out he gate, 
defenst with darke of night. 16*9 Shirley Wedding n. ii, 
Wert thou defenced with circular fire, .yet I should Neglect 
the danger. *637 Heywood Land. Mirrour Wks. 1874 IV. 
313 This Fort. . is stil’d Imperiall, defenc’d with men and 
officers. 1791 [see Defenced]. 

Defenceable, obs. form of Defensible. 
f Defe’nced, ppl- ct, Ohs. [f. Defence sb. and 
v. + -ed.] Provided with defences ; fenced, pro- 
tected, fortified. 

1533 Cover dale jter. xxxiv. 6 Strong© defeased cities of 
Iuda. 1551 Robinson tr. More's Utop. (Arb.) 161 The well 
fortified and stronglie defenced wealth© . . of many Cities. 
x6x6 Surfl. & Markh. Country Forme 9 Wee mum dress© 
somewell-defenced j)iece of ground or .green© plot for fruits, ■ 
2633 Shirley Bird in Cage v. i, .Where She could be more 
defenc'd from all men's eyes. 179* J . .Townsend' fourn. 
Spain HI. 309 .Perello was formerly a defenced city. 

jDefe*ncefoI, a. nonce- wd. [f. Defence sb. + 
-Full : after defenceless.} Full of defences ; well 
protected or fortified. 

1864 Carlyle Fredk. Gt. TV. 478 A commanding and de- 
fenceful way, 

[Defenceless, defenseless (dffe*nslos), a. 

I , W ithout defence ; unguarded, unprotected. 

c 1530 Remedie of Love <Rd, O ther di.sceit vnware and 
defencelesse. 1589 Warner Alb. ■ Mug. v, xxvi. iR. , King 
Dermote .. Was left defenceless®', . And fled to England, 
1667 Milton P. L. x. 815 That fear Comes thundring back 
with dreadful revolution On my defensfess head. ' *7x3 
Loud. Gaz. .No. 5x49/3 It is a Place entirely Defenceless. 
1740 Wesley Hymn , 1 Jems, Lover of my tone* ii, Cover my 
defenceless head With the shadow of r J’hy wing. *755 
Monitor No. 12 ? 10 In the nmrder of the tvmocent and 
defenceless. 184s Borrow Zincali I. xL 50 To attack or. 
even murder the unarmed and defenceless traveller. 

1* 2. Affording no defence or protection, rare. 

*607 Drvden Virg. ■ Georg, in. fix* .Defenceless was the 
Shelter of the Ground, 

Hence Defe-ncelessly adv., Defe’ncel^ssness. 

41 x 733 Bp. Fleetwood (according to Todd use*! Defence* 
lessuess, xBoa Palkv Nat. Tkeet. xxvi, ill;), Ddfencelesarieifii 
and devastation are repaired by fecundity, * 8 x 3 Sjheixey 
Q. Mab iv. *36 All liberty ami love And peace is torn from 
its [the soul's] defencelessness. *8x8 Torn*, Defmtcknly, 
*8*4 Miss Mixed id Village Ser. 1 , 9 lib unprotected* 

ness, his utter defencclesanesst. 

Defeneer ; see Ijefknhoe. 

Defoncible, -ive, obs. ff. Defensible, -ive. 

Defend '.dffe-nd', v. Also 3 ~/> defends, 4 -A 
diffend(e ? deflfead(e, 5-6 dyffend© ; 5 fa. I and 
pple. defondfe, defffeude. [ME. a. OF. de find-re 
(nth c.) *=Pt. defindre , Sp. defender , It. defendere 
I,, defend- ere to ward off, defend, protect, etc,, 
ft De- I. 2 y fenfire tola, exc* in com pounds). 

Hie primary sense in Latin was tl.) to ward off (attadc, 
danger, evil) from a person or thing. Hence, by exchange 
of objects, came (II.) To guard (the person or thing 4 from 
the attack or evil. (Cf. to keep harm off a pemm, and to 
keep a person from harm,) By a Momanh; extension of 1 , 
the sense ward off pasted into prohibit,: fork-id ( 1 . 3I. 
Branch I is obsolete in Eng. exc, as re tamed ie legal, 
phraseology (III) ; but the latter has alto ttwes from H.J 
JL To ward off, avert, repel* restrain* prevent ; 
with its extension. To prohibit. {Ohs. exc, as In III,) 

I I, To ward off* keep off (an assailant, attack# 
etc.) ; to repel, avert (lit. and//*)* Oh. or dial. 

c * 3 x 4 <?iiy Warm. (A.) ^>46 leh the defende rikerly. e 1400 
Lanfranc's Cirurg. xm It jxm my^tisi noti^t defend© be 
cramp©. 1480 Caxtom Ckrm . Eng, ixi. 45 , I ne had mggnt 
ne power hym to ddfettde fro me, 0 *533 Li», Berners irold. 

■ M, M» A a ret. s 1546) U ill b, Veuim' is wefendetl by the horrw 
©fan vnicorae, by triacle. *588 CJiaftoh CAww. 1 1. *f lb 
withstand ami defend his eniitiyes, *580 ■ JL Wahterrm ' 
Memxrded Died. Vrm 14* b»The houses are »aci©.ofk:«>«l©%' 
to defence .the great cokk, 3x609 Dieting m 

Morses i s Hones . . would be housed in Swmmer season with 
camias'to defend the flies, Denham Destr. "Troy 431 
And, with their nhieldi on their left anas, defend' Arrows 
and darts, 1793 Smeatdn Ely stone L. | y «» Men . , with 
staves in them hand*., who cmM . , have defended it fro* 
the wall, *808 Jam sson, ■ Uejmd, m want ©if. fin north of 
Scot!.} they commonly speak ’of * defending' a uroke L 

t To keep (from doing something)* to prevent* 
binder. Oh. 

c xjw StuynSag.fihf (WdThemperourjwudtt, * Gml the de* 
fewde Fram got! oat and fram gml rude ! * t* 1400 Test. Lore 
lit. 4x560) f9|/t. No love to be'deftmled from .the will ©f loving, 
c *459 Merlin *9 Let vs dtflwle the kyngt* that In# *ehyw* 
not quyfe. 87 'Bm.mmmn Ckrm, 111 , np-sy Which 
wallet 'gmtlw'dcfeitcfed the fire from sjjswwling fiirtltr, 
x66o R, Co«* Pmmr et.SmhJ, x^S : T'r«e-s, .|liintfd to defend 
the force of the erttwf frm»t Ittirttog of the Clwcli, 

■fb. wifli negative dame. 

c 1490 Lmfieamf Cirurg, 95 ph oynement h myehe wmp 
for to defend© |«t b© of )m omcre srhaf nu* wexen, 

*586 Gmm M'emm Hmiik Ip*' It Iseepeth the. b# 
from corrupt km and defendeth that natural imristare fat wot 
lightly di -a 4 V 6 (1 Uit d V m ; mu d. ^ 

f < 5 , To restrain ; ref* to keep oneself, refrain* 

* spfe Pmm- Psalter xxaetx. 1 x 1.1 *a l^srtl, y- »e slmDioeit 
defeudea. »ya Ilpfes*: a *34© IIau mm,m Dmilcrr:xfm. *ot 
Ifem all'.Ii way .idefeudM wy € tqm Mom, Mme «i» If 
: they hem'fwe tfigiwd'aesie, ©efewlfig hem. from ydmmmwi. 
1 8. To prohibit^' forbid. Oik. exc. dial. 
a. with, simple obj, (with or without personal 
indirect ^dative) obj,). 
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#22300 Cursor If. 21764 (0011.) pe tre patwas defend. ,c 1340 
Ibid. 27314 (Fairf. ', I defende J>e hit. 1377 Langl. P. Pi. 
B. xv. 19 Is noyther peter }?e porter, ne poule with his fau- 
choune, pat wil defende me j?e dore. c 1386 Chaucer Pars. 
T. F : s 32 A 1 pis ping is defended by god and holy chirche. 
2474 Caxton C/tesse 17 Hit was defended vpon payn ofdeth. 
1549 CmnpL Scot . 140 The ciuil lauis deffendis and forbiddis 
al monopoles and conuentions of the comont pepil. 1616 
B. J ox son Devil an Ass 1. iv, I doe defend ’hem any thing 
like action. 1671 Milton P. R. ii. 368 N o interdict Defends 
the touching of these viands pure, a 1698 Temple Ess. Cure 
Gout Wks. 1731 I. 146 The Use of it pure being so little 
practised, and in some Places defended by Customs or Laws. 

f b. with infm. (usually preceded by personal 
o’bj.). 

c 1330 R. Brunne Citron. (18x0) 303 pe pape me defendes. . 
To renne on [>o landes. c 1400 Maun dev. (Roxb. ) xxv, 120 
He defendeth no man to holde no law other J?an him lyketh. 
1483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 14/2 He defended to paye the 
trewage. 1536 Bellenden Cron. Scot. (xSaxV I. xliii, It is 
defendit be our lawis, to sla ony salmond fra the viii day of 
September to^ the xv day of. Novembre. 1604 E. G. 
D’ Acosta’s Hist. Indies v. xxvuL 409 It was defended vpon 
paine of death, not to marry againe together. 

+ e. with obj. clause (with or without personal 
obj.) ; usually with pleonastic negative. 

CX330 R. Brunne Chron. Wace (Rolls) 12614 He com- 
aundes j?e, & defendes, j?at f>ou of ffraunce nought entremet. 
a 1430 Knt. de la Tour (j868) 81 He defended her in payne 
of her lyff she shulde no more come there, c *530 Ld. 
Berners A rtk. Lyt. Bryt. 164 The other knightes wolde 
have fought with Arthur; but tbeyr mayster defended them 
the contrary. Ibid. 281. 1577 Fenton Gold. Efist. 220 

I t was defended that none shoulde doe sacrifice in the temple 
of Minerua. 1660 Stillingfl. Iren. 11. viii. § 2 Whether . . 
it be defended by Gods Law, that he and they should 
preche. 

f d. dUpt. with personal obj. only ; also absol. 

c 1325 Coer de L . 1477 Thus deffendes Modard the kyng. 
1382 Wyclif Num. xi. 28 My Lord, Moyses, defend hem. 
1382 — Judg. xv, x And whan ne he wold goo ... as he was 
wont, the fadir of hir defendide hym. 

fe. a person from doing something. 

a 2533 Ld. Berners Iluon 1 . 167 Eue was dyffendyd fro 
y« etinge of fruyte. 1672 Wycherley Love in Wood hi. ii, 
To. .put you to bed to Lucy and defend you from touching 
her. 2864 N. <§• Q. 3rd Ser. V. 296/x A few years ago 
I heard a governess fin Nottinghamshire] say to a round- 
backed pupil, * I defend you from sitting in easy chairs’. 

H In God defend ■=* 4 God forbid 5 , the senses * pro- 
hibit 5 (3) and * avert 5 (1) seem to unite. 

1389 Eng. Gilds 4 3 if it be so p fc eny debat chaunselich 
falie among eny of hem, J> 6 god defende. 1425 Poston Lett. 
No. 5 I. 19 Goa defende that any of my saide kyn shuld be 
of swyche governaunce. 1552 T. Baknabe in Ellis Orig. 
Lett. Ser. 11. II. 202 Yf so be yt that we shoulde warre with 
them, fas God defende). 1399 Shaks. Much Ado n. 1 . 98 
God defend the Lute should be like the case. 1663 Pepys 
Diary 31 Oct., The plague is much in Amsterdam, and we 
in fears of it here, which God defend. *695 Congreve 
Love for L. il. i, Marry, Heaven defend 1 — 1 at midnight 
practices ! 

II. To guard from attack, etc.; to protect, 
vindicate. 

4 . irons. To ward off attack from; to fight for 
the safety of; to keep safe from assault or injury; 
to protect, guard. 

ci 250 Old Kentish Serm. in O. E. Misc. 28 Mirre .. is 
biter, and be po biternesse defendet pet Cors j?«t is mide 
i-smered pet no worm nel com me i-hende. 1297 R. Glouc. 
1x724) 173 Fy3tep vor ^ure kunde, and defendep $oure ry%te. 
1393 Gower Couf III. 208 She, which wolde her load defende. 
1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. xvm. i. (1495) 739 Smalle 
beestys that lacke sharpe teeth and clawes and homes hen de- 
ffendyd wyth ablynessedf membres. CX400 M AUNDEV.fRoxb. ) 
ix. 33 Armour hafe pai nane to defend pam with, a *430 
Le Jl forte A rth. 2034 That he had ofte here landis deffende. 
1549-62 Stfrniiold & H. Ps., Prayer 395 From Turke and 
Pope defend vs Lord. x6ox Holland Pliny I. 515 Trees., 
defended and clad with thick leaued branches. 1700 S. I». tr. 
Fryke’s Voy. E. India xo8 One of the Buffets defended himself 
very well of the first Dog that came at him. c 1750 in * Bat ’ 
Crick. Man. < 1850) 30 It [cricket] is performed by a person, 
who, with a clumsy wooden bat, defends a wicket. 1874 
Green Short Hist. ii. § 7, 98 The citizens swore to defend 
the Ring with money and blood, 

b. absol. (for refl.) To make defence. 

a *533 Ln. Berners Hum xlix. x.64 Yf he come and assayle 
me I shall defende as well as I can. 1548 Hall Chron. 50 
Some strake, some defended, ■ 1667 Milton P. L. xi. 657 
Others from the Wall defend. 

fc. To i fence 5 a court : see Fence v. 8. Obs. 

1609 Sicene' Reg. Map, 1x5 Item, after the Court be 
affirmed, and defended, na man aught to. speik . . hot they 
like parties, and their forespeakers, and their counsel!. 

5 . To support or uphold by speech or argument, 
maintain, vindicate ; to speak or write in favour of 
(a person or thing attacked). 

, 1340 Hampole Pr, Come. .5359 In nathyng may pax he 
excused pan , pai may defende pam be na ways. 1393 W. 
'DYmr.-Oathef Recant®,, in Academy 17 Nov. (1883) 331/x 
.hat. 1 ..ne defende. [no] conclusions' ne techyn^es of the 
lollardes. . c *450' St. Cuikberi (Surtees) 836 pe bischop pe 
clerkes raalyce kende, Bot noutkir party he defende. 15x2 
Act ^ Hen. VIII, c. 19' Preamble, Erronyously defendyng 
& maynteynyng his seid obstynate opynyons. 1581 T . Bell 
:■ // addon’s A nsw. Osar. 29 b, Whose lyfe and doctrine fdid not 
undertake to defende, 1708 I. Chamberlayne St. Gt. Brit. 
in. XL.ft.743) 280 That he defend three questions in Natural 
Philosophy. *78* Priestley Corrupt. Chr. I. ii, 235 , 1 am 
far from pretending ... to ' defend this passage of Irenaeus. 
1874 Morley Compromise <x88 ; 6) .2 ..Are we only to he per- 
mitted to defend general principles? 

f b. with obj. clause ; To maintain (a ■ statement 
impugned) ; to contend. Obs . 
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0x489 Caxton Sonnes of Ay won xxvi. 546 Here hen our 
gages, how that we will defende that our fader slew never 
foulques of moryllon by treysom. 1542 Barnes Wks. (1573) 
357/2 Their Masse, .whicheour Papistes so wickedly defende 
to bee a sacrifice. 1580 North Plutarch (1676) 9 Others to 
the contrary defended it was not so. 1607 Topsell Fourf. 
Beasts (1658) 25 But that these [animals] can be properly 
called Asses, no man can defend, c 1620 A._ Hume Brit. 
Tongue 21 This [vowel] sum defend not to be idle. 

III. Law. (Originally belonging to I, but also 
with uses from II.) 

8. a. Of the defendant : To denyj repel, oppose 
(the plaintiff’s plea, the action raised against him); 
absol. To enter or make defence, b. To vindicate 
(himself or his cause), c. Of a legal agent : To 
take legal measures to vindicate, to appear, address 
the court, etc. in defence of ( the accused). 

[c X2oo Select Pleas of Crown (1888), Petrus venit et totum 
defendit de verba in verbum. <^2222 Bracton’s Note-bk. 1 . 
250 Et Alicia venit et defendit ius eorum.] 1428 Surtees 
Misc. (1S90) 5 Seand pat he myght . . deny nor defend this 
mater na langer, he knawleged and graunted his trespas. 
1484 Caxton Fables of A If once (1889) 3 After that the cause 
had be wel deffended and pleted by bothe partyes. 1561 T. 
Norton Calvin! s Inst. iv. xx. (1634 ) 742 The right use [of 
lawis] both for the plaintife to sue, and for the defendant 
to defend. 1768 Black stone Comm. III. 296/7. 2883 J. 
Hawthorne Dust xxxvii. 306 A letter announcing that the 
defendants in the case of Desmoines v. Lancaster declined 
to defend. 1891 Law Rep. Weekly Notes 201/2 A solicitor 
to a trust has authority to defend legal proceedings, though 
not to initiate them. Mod. The prisoners were defended by 
Mr. L. On his trial he defended himself (or conducted his 
own defence) with great ability. 

t Befe'iid, sb. Sc. Obs. rare. [f. Defend z>.] 
Defence. 

ci 450 Henryson Mor. Fob. 69 Sir., made I not fair 
defend ? c 1470 Henry Wallace x. 1x54 Sum men tharfor 
agaynys makis defend. 

Befendable ^cUfemdabl), a. rare. Also 8 
-ible. {f. Defend v. + -able. Cf. F. ddfendable 
(from 13th c.).] 

1. Capable of being defended or jDrotected from 
assault or injuiy. 

x6xx Cotgr., Defensdble^ defendahle • . which may be 
defended, guarded, or preserued. 17x3 Derham Phys. Tkeol. 
v. vi. (R.j, [The skin] being easily defendible by the power 
of man’s reason and art. 1870 Daily News 25 Nov., 
That they should establish a defendable frontier. 

2 . Capable of being maintained or vindicated ; 
defensible. 

1683 Cave F.cclesiastici 90 The death of Arsenius, which 
they knew was not defendable at a fair Audit. 

t Befs '21 -dance. Obs. Also 3 -ens. [a. OF. 
defendants , deff- (13th c. in Godefroy), defence, 
resistance, f. defend, re to Defend.] Defence, 
a 1500 Oral. Sap. in Anglia X. 389 Heelful defendens in 
alle dyuerse periles. 1600 A bp. Abbot Exp. fonak 550 Our 
chalenges, and defendances for combats in the field. 

Defendant (dffemdant), a. and sb. Also 4-6 
-aunt, 6 -ante, 7 -ent. [a. F. defendant (OF. 
defendant), pr. pple. of difendre to Defend ; also 
used absol.] A. adj. 

1 1 . Used as pres. pple. Defending ; him self 
defendaunt— in his own defence. Obs. 

c 1314 Guy War7v. (A.) 6890 3 if ich jn sone owhar a-slou^, 
It was me defendant anou3- c I 3 2 ° Sir Beues 660 Men ne 
slou3 he nou3t, Boute hit were him self defendaunt 1 

2 . Defending oneself, or an opinion, cause, etc., 
against attack ; making one’s defence ; being de- 
fendant in a suit (see B. 3). ? Obs. 

1596 Foxe’s A. 4- M. 658/2 The defendant part was driven 
for a while to keepe silence. 1598 Hakluyt Voy. I. 240 
(R.) Then commeth an officer and arresteth the party 
defendant. 1682 Dryden King $ Queen Epik 16 ’’Tis just 
like puss defendant in a gutter, 
f o. Affording defence ; defensive. Obs. 

1599 Shaks. Hen. V, u. Iv, 8 With men of courage, and 
with meanes defendant. 

S. sb. f I. A defender against hostile attack ; 
opposed to assailant. Obs. 

a 1533 Ld. Berners Huon cxin. 308 The extye was so sore 
assayld on all partyes that the defendauntys wyste not 
where to make resy.stence. 1548 Hall Chron. 54 Neither 
the assailauntes nor defendantes lobe for any refuge. 1614 
Raleigh Hist. World II. v. iii. § 15. 442 To beat the 
defendants from the Walk 1731 J. Gray Gunnery Pref. ax 
The defendants .. of the city.. were sorely gauled with all 
sorts of missive weapons, a 1787 Bp. Lowth Serm <§* Rem. 
289 Had a potent enemy invaded Sodom, .nothing: could 
have inspired the defendants with truer courage, than 
virtue and the fear of God. 

f b- One who defends (an opinion, etc.). Obs. 
1665 Hooke Microgr. 100 Nor will it be enough for 
a Defendant of that Hypothesis to say, etc. 
f 2 . The party who denies the charge and accepts 
the challenge of the appellcmt in wager of battle. 

1520 Caxton’ s Citron. Eng. VH.X43/2 Gk>ucestre. . was the 
appellaunt and Arthur was the defendaunt. 2593 Shaks. 
2 Men. VI, jl iiL 49 Ready are the Appellant and Defend- 
ant. a 1645 Heywood Fortune. by Land u. Wks. 2874 VI. 
385 Neither challenger nor defendant are yet in field, 2828 
Scorr F. M. Perth xx in, The Knight of Kinfauns, the 
challenger, and. .the young Earl of Crawford, as represent- 
ing the defendant. 

3 . Law. A person sued in a court of law ; the 
party in a salt who defends; opposed to plaintiff. 

4 A 44 defendant” is oixginally a denier, but the notion of 
•his protecting himself comes in eai'ly and prevails.’ Pro! 
F. W. Maitland. 


DEFEHDEB. 

a 1400 in Mug. Gilds (1870) 361 And hat commune law hym 
be y-entred, ]?e axere and pe defendaunt. *550 Crowley 
Last Trump. 923 Retained of playntyfe, or of defendaunt. 
2553 T, Wilson Rket. 47 The complainaunt commenseth 
his action, and the defendaunt thereupon answereth. 2596 
Shaks. Merck. V. iv, i. 361. 2809 J. Marshall Const. 

Opin. (1839) 123 The state cannot be made a defendant in 
a suit brought by an individual. 2859 Dickens T. Tivo 
Cities 11. xii. The counsel for the defendant threw up his 
brief. 

f 4. Phrase. In my, his (etc.) defendant : in one's 
defence. Obs. 

[App. a corruption of me, him, defendant in A. i.l 
c 1386 Chaucer Pars. T. f 498 Whan o man sleeth another 
in his defendaunt. 2470-85 Malory A rtkur n. vii, Balym 
that slewe this knyght in my defendaunt. 

Defended (dffe-nded), ppd. a. [f. Defend v.J 
ti. Forbidden. Obs. 

c 1386 Chaucer Pars. T. f 258 pe beaute of J> e fruyt 
defendid. 2633 Massinger Guardian iv. ii, How justly am 
I punish’d .. For my defended wantonness 1 1667 Milton 
P. L. xi. 86 To know both Good and Evil, since his taste 
Of that defended Fruit. 

2. Guarded, protected, maintained against attack, 
etc. : see Defend v. 

1615 Stephens Satyr. Ess. (ed. 2) 426 A Fidler . . is 
a defended night-walker t and under privilege of Musicke 
takes occasion to disquiet men. 1694 Amadis of Greece 
Title p.. His conquering of the defended mountain. 1891 
Daily News 7 Dec. 6/1 The defended action of Duplany v. 
Duplany. .was set down, .for hearing on the following day. 
X>e£endee\ rarer ' 0 [f. as prec. + -ee.] One 
who is defended. 

1864 in Webster. (Described as rare.) 

Defendens, -ent : see Defendance, -ant. 
Defender (riffemdai). Forms ; 3, 6 defender, 
4-7 -our, (4 -owt, 5 deffendour), 5- defender. 
[ME. and AFr. defendour ~ OF. defendeor (nora. 
defenders), mod.F. defendeur, f. defend-re to De- 
fend. See -Eli 2 3. 

The OF. oblique case defendeor, -edor, comes from 
a Romanic type defenditar-em : cf. Pr., Sp., Pg. defendedor. 
It. difendiiore ; the nom. defenders, derre, Pr. defendaire, 
was formed on the analogy of sbs. with ~eor, -edor,, in the 
oblique case from L. -dtdr-em.] 

1. One who defends, or wards off an attack ; esp. 
one who fights in defence of a fortress, city, etc. 

1297 R. Glouc. (2724) 198 He .may ys owe lese, $yf ]>e 
defendor a}> }>e rnyjte. a 2325 Prose Psalter xxxix. [xl.] 24 
pou art myn helper and my defendour. 2483 Cafh. Angl 93 
A defender, defensor. 1526 Pitgr. Perf. (W. de W. 1532 1 13 
Our kynge and defender. 2594 Hookicr Eccl. Pol. 1. (1611) 26 
Men always knew that when force and ini uiy was offered, 
they might be defendours of theinselues. 2607 Shaks. Cor. 
in. iii. 128 The power. .To banish your Defenders. £ 1750 in 
* Bat’ Crick. Man. (1850] 30 The oftener Is the defender 
able to run between the wicket and the stand. 1844 H. H. 
Wilson Brit. India II. 474 After a severe stauggle the de- 
fenders were driven out. 2878 Seeley Stein IL x®8 All die 
inhabitants of the State are born defenders of k. 

T b. The person who accepts the challenge to 
combat in wager of battle : — Defendant sb. 2 . 

1586 Ferne Bias. Gentrie, If it be on the defenders side, 
he may refuse the combat offered. 

Tc. A dag kept for purposes of defence; a 
watch-dog. Obs. 

1607 Tops ell Fourf, Beasts (1658) 124 margin, The greater 
sociable Dogs or defenders. 2688 R. Holme Armoury n, 
184/2 The Defenders are Dogs that forsake not their Master 
in Life nor Death. 

d. Irish Hist, (with capital.) Originally, one 
who defended his home against marauders ; later, 
towards the end of the 18 th c., the name assumed 
by a society of Roman Catholics formed to resist 
the Orangemen. (See Lecky, Eng. in Eighteenth 
Cent. VII.) 

2796 Hull Advertiser 23 Feb. 3/1 Defenders 11 . .a party of 
these miscreants attacked a small public-house, .an the 
Trim road. 1798 Ann. Reg. 155 Irritated by this usage, tire 
Catholics also associated for their defence, whence they 
were called Defenders. 2842 S. C. Hall Ireland. IL xsx 
The Peep-of-day-boys originated in the north, about the 
year 1785.. they were met by a counter association, “the 
Defenders’. 1890 Lecky Eng. in i&tk C. VI. L 22 For six 
or eight months Defender outrages continued in this county 
almost uncontrolled. 

2. One who defends, upholds, or maintains' by 
argument ; one who speaks or writes in defence of 
a person, cause, or opinion. 

2544 (title), A Supplycacion to our .most:' soveraigne Lord© 
Kynge Henry the Eyght, Kynge ■ of England,, .and ■ moste 
ernest defender of' Christes gospell. 2594 Hooker Eccl. Pot. 
iv. iv. (x6ix) 134 Defenders of that which is Popish. '..,.*685 
Stilltngfl. Orig. Brit.x. 3 T-he Defenders of this Tradition. 
1856 Emerson Eng. Traits, Char. Wks. (Bohn) II. 58 They.' 
are headstrong believers and defenders of their opinion. 
2875 Jowett Plato (ed. 2) IV. 377 The Sophists have found 
an' enthusiastic defender in the distinguished historian, of 
Greece, ■■■ 

fe. Defender cf the faith : ' a "title borne by the 
sovereigns of England since Henry. VIII., on • whom 
it (Le. Fidei defmsor) was conferred by Pope Leo X 
in 15 21 as a reward for writing ' against • Luther. : Cf. 
Defensor. 

[1530 Act 2i^ Hen. VIII (title). Anno regni inuictissiml 
prinetpis Henrici octaui,_Anglias et Francias vegis, fidei de- 
fensoris , . vicesimi prxmi.] ;■ *528' Tinoale Dbed. Chr. Mkm 
Wks. 1 . 186 One is called Mor>t Christian '.King; another, 
Defender of the faith. ' 1540 Act 31 Hen. VIII, Henry 
the eight by the grace _ of God, King of England and of : 
France, Defendor of. faith. 2558 in Strype Ann. Ref. L 
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App. X. 2 Elizabeth, by the grace of God. .defen dour of the 
faith. 1623 Ld. Herbert to Jas, I in Ellis Orig. Lett. 
Ser. 1. III. 165 Your sacred Majestic . .beeinge Defender of 
our Faithe. ^ 

3 . The party sued in an action at law ; * De- 
fendant sb. 3. (Now the term in Sc. Law; 
opposed to pursuer ; also used in Roman Law 
treatises.) 

C1450 In Surtees Misc. (1B90) 59 Als well playntyffe as 
be defender in all maner of playnttes, 1752 J. Louth i an 
Form of Process (ed. 2) 146 All Prosecutors may compear 
with four, and the Defenders with six of their Friends. 2862 
W. Bell Diet. Law Scot., Defender is the party against 
whom the conclusions of a process or action are directed. 
1880 Muirhead Gaius iv. § 102 In certain cases . . the de- 
fender in an action in personam must give security even 
when conducting his own defence. 

4 r. In the game of Ombre : see Defence sb. 2 c. 
1878 H. H. Gibbs Ombre 33 The Defender has to fight 
out the game against the other two players. 

Hence Defen&erism {Irish Hist.), the principles 
or policy of the Defenders. (Sense 1 d above.) 

1795 Hull Advertiser 19 Sept. 1/4 He .. avowed the 
principles of Defenderism. 1796 Burke Corr. (1844) IV. 330 
It is now plain that Catholic defemierism is the only restraint 
upon Protestant ascendency. 1837 Fraser’s Mag. XV. 54 
Defenderism finds fuel in Connaught, Leinster, and Munster. 
1890 Lecky Eng. inxBthC . VII. 13. 

Defenderesse, obs. form of Defendress. 
Dafendible : see Defendable. 

’Puffin Tiff (dffe-ndir)\ vbl. sb. [-INC I.] The 
action of the verb Defend : a. The warding off 


of attack, etc. 

ci 300 K.Alis. 676 Now con Alisaundre. .of sweordis turn- 
yng, Apon stede, apon justyng, And ’sailyng, of defendyng. 
1382WYCLIF Phil. 1. 7 In defendyng and confermyng of the 
gospel. 1483 Cath. Angl. 93 A Defendynge, brachium , 
cu stadia, defensio. 1583 Stubbes Anat. Abus. 11. (1882) 97 
Power of defending of life. 1675 tr. Machiavellis Prince 
(Rtldg. 1883) 273 The storming or defending of towns, 
f b. Forbidding, prohibition, Obs. . 

C1400 Test. Love in. (1560) 295/1 Prohibicion, that is, de- 
fendyng. 

Defending 1 , ppl. a. [-ing 2.] That defends : 
see the verb. 

1881 Daily News 5 Nov. 5/8 Some of those discrepancies 
which defending counsel delight in discovering. 

t Defe’ndless, a • Obs. rare. [See -less.] 
Defenceless. 

1737 Common Sense (1738) I. 42 Pointing a Musket to 
a defendless Man's Breast. 


Defendor, -our, -owr, obs. ff. Defender. 

Defendress (dHe*ndres). Now rare . In 6-7 
-eresse, -resse. [a. F. defenderesse , fem. of de- 
fendeur : see -ess.] 

1 . A female defender, protector, or maintainer. 

1509 Fisher Whs. (1876) 301 Good preestes and clerkes to 
whome she was a true defenderes.se [ed. 1708 defendresse]. 
1581 Mulcaster Positions Ded., Elizabeth by the Grace of 
God Queene of England, Fraunce, and Ireland, defendresse 
of the faith, &c. 1627-47 F eltkam Resolves 1. lxxv. (1677) 11 5 
Virtue is a Defendress, and valiants the heart of man, 1749 
H. Walpole Lett. H. Mann (18341 II. exeix. 265 Gracious 
Anne . . would make an admirable defendress of the new 
faith. 

f 2 . A female defendant in a suit. Obs . 

2612 E. Grimstone Hist. France 1042 That which afflicts 
the Defendresse much more, is that the Complainants obiect 
against her, that she loued not her child. 

t Defemclrix. Obs. rare. [f. Defender, after L. 
feminines in -{t)rix: the L. word was defens trix.] 


«prec. 1. 

1597 J, Payne Royal Exck. 35 You fight .. for your 
Soveraigne Lady, defendrix vnder God of the same [gospellj. 

t Defen era*tion. Obs. rare.-* [n. of action 
from L. defenerdre to involve in debt, exhaust by 
usury, f. femes, fenus interest, usury.] 

1656 Blount Glossogr., Defeneration, a taking mony 
upon usury. 

Defenestration (dsTenestr^jbn). [mod, f. 
L. De- I. 1, 2 + fenestra a window : so in mod.F.] 
The action of throwing out of a window. 

. Defenestration of Prague, the action of the Bohemian 
insurgents who, on the 21st of May 1618, broke up a meeting 
of Imperial commissioners and deputies of the States, held 
in the castle of the Hradshin, and threw two of the commis- 
sioners and their secretary out of the window; this formed 
the prelude to the Thirty Years’ War. 

1620 Retig. IFotton. (1672) 507 A man saued at the time 
' of the defenestration. ■ 1837 ; Southey ■ Lett. (1856) IV. 52 r, 
I much ^ admire the manner ■ in which ■ the defenestration 
is shown [in a picture]. : 1863 Neale Ess. Liturgiol. 238 
Which commencing at the defenestration of Prague . . termi- 
nated in the peace of Westphalia. .. 

Defens, obs. form of Defence. 

Defensable, ME. form of Defensible, q.v. 
t Defensal, a. Obs. rare . [f. med.L. defen- 
sdl-is, i defeit$-um Defence : see -al. (OF. had 
deffensal sb. defence,)] Pertaining to defence. 

1560 Rollano Crt. 'Fenus 1, .800, Charge him compeir 
.befoir. my Maiestie. .To heir him self accusit of crueltte. , . 
With exceptionls, and causis defensall. 

f Defe*nsative, a. and sb, Obs. Also -itive. 
[f. L. type *defensativ-m (prob, used in 1 5-1 6th c. 
Latin), f. defensdt-, ppl, stem of defensare to ward 
off, defend, freq. of defenders to Defend : see -ive.] 
A. adj. 1. Having the property of defending ; 
defensive, protective. 


1603 Holland Plutarch's Mor. 19 As with a defensative 
hand about it. 26x5 Markham Eng. H imsew. n. 1. (xo68; 41 
Lay it within the defensitive plaister before rehearsed. 2008 
Howe Bless. Righteous{tB2S) 240 The efficacy and defensa- 
tive power of moral goodness. 

b. = Defensible 1 b. 

2591 F. Sparry Geomancie 85 The Cxtie. . is not defensatiue 
and [is] ill maintayned by men of force. 

2 . Made in defence or vindication of something. 
a 2703 Burkitt On N. T. Mark li. 22 Observe the defen- 
sative plea which our blessed Saviour makes. 

B. sb. ** Defensive sb. 1. (Very common in 
17th c.) 

1576 Baker Jewell of Health 7 b, Defensives . . for ex- 
pelling the Plague. 2583 H. Howards {title , A Defen- 
satiue against the Poyson of supposed Prophecies. 2012 
Woodall Surg. Mate Wks. (1653) 28 A good defensative 
against all venemous humours. 2058 Sir T. Brownk Card. 
Cyrus iii. 126 Houseleek, which old superstition set on the 
tops of houses, as a defensative against lightening, a xyxx 
Ken Serm. Wks. (1838) x6o Abstinence, the best defensitive 
a Christian can have. 1758 J. S. Le Draft's Observ. Surg. 
(1771) 94 A Defensitive composed of Bole Armeniafc], 1 he 
White of an Egg, and Vinegar. 2783 Ainsworth Lat. Diet. 
(Morell) 1, A defensative against poison. 

f Defe’nsatrice. Obs. rare. [ad. late L. de- 
fensatrix , - tricem , fem. of defensdtar, agent-n. from 
defensare : see prec.] Defendress. 

c 2450 Mirour Saluacioun 3984 Virgine Marie.. is oure 
blissed deffensatrice. 

Defense, -fenser, var. of Defence, Defensor. 
Defensibility (d/fensibrliti). [f. next + -rrr.] 
The quality of being defensible ; capacity of being 
defended. 

1846 Grote Greece n. ii. II. 344 The extreme defensibility 
of its frontier. 1859 J, White Hist. France (i860) 5 The 
perfect defencibility of the French territory. 

Defensible (d/fe-nsib’l), a. Forms ; a. 3-6 
defensable, (5 -abill, -abylle, deffensable, 6 
Sc. defensabil, 6-7 defenceable) ; 5- defen- 

sible, (5 diffensyble, 5-6 defensyble, 7 defen- 
cible). [Etymologically there are here two distinct 
words: a. defensable , a. F. dfensable (12th c, in 
Hatzf.):—L. defcnsabil-cm (St Ambrose, c 375 \ £ 
defensare to ward off, freq. of defendere to defend. 
In the latter part of the 1 5th c. this began to be 
displaced by / 3 . defensible, ad. L. defensibil-em 
(Cassiodorus, c 550), f. L. defens ppl. stem of 
defendere. This expelled the former before 1 700. 
In French also defensible appears in 1 7-1 8th c., 
but both forms are there archaic, the ordinary word 
being ddfendable.'] 

f 1 . Affording, or capable of affording, defence ; 
defensive. (CL Fungible A. 1-3.) a. Of men- 
at-arms ; Fit or able to defend a fortress, etc. Obs. 

1297 R. Glouc. (1734) 549 Hii hukle hom there defensable*, 
to libbe other to deie. 1481 Caxton Godfrey 306 Ther were 
therm turkes many, hardy and defensable. 2502 Arnolds 
Chron. (1811) 289 Wyth certayra nombre off defensible par- 
sones. 1549 Compl. Scot. xix. 263 Sa mony of you that ar 
defensabil men. 1599 Shaks. Hen. V, ill. iii. 50 We no 
longer are defensible. 1636 Prynne Numb. Remonstr. 4 
Great Navies of Ships and people defensible. 2828 Scott 
F. M. Perth xix, Every defensible man of you . . keep his 
weapons in readiness. 

f b. Of fortresses, fortified places, etc. Obs. (but 
often not distinguishable from sense 3). 

1382 Wyclif Judg. vi. 2 Thei maden to hem .. raoost 
defensable placis to withstonden. c 2400 Rom. Rose 4168 
A portecolys defensable. c 1489 Caxton Sonnes of Aymon 
vi, i4g Barbacanes well defensable. *585 T. Washington 
tr. Nicholafs Voy. Turkie i. xvi. 27 This Bourg is not 
defensible agaynst any great siege. 1627 Speed England, 
Gamsey § 2 A Pale of Rockes .. uery defensible vnto the 
Hand. 2699 Dampier Voy. II. 1. vhi. 262 What charges 
have been bestowed on it since to make it defenceable, 
1782 Gibbon Decl. <$• F. III. Ixiv. 609 He maintained the 
most useful and defensible posts, 1828 Hallam Mid. Ages 
(1872) II. 129 Notwithstanding the vast population and 
defensible strength of Constantinople. 

f c. Of weapons, armour, or habiliments, Obs. 
2418 Hen. V in Riley Load. Mem. (i868> 664 In here best 
and most defensable barneys. 2480 Plumpim Corr, 40 
In there most defensible arrey. 2523 Act 5 /ten. PL II, c. 6 
Any Armour or defenceable Geer of war. 2348 Hall Chron, 
56 The citezens. .had provided 'for al thinges necessary and 
defensible. 

f d. gen. Defensive, protective. Obs. 

2545 Primer Hen. FI It (15461 156 Be thou unto me 
.. ,a defensible God. 2574 Hyll Planting 77 Covered with 
clay, or some other defensable piayster. 
f 2 . In a state of defence against attack or injury ; 
safe. Obs. 

2581 J., Bell Hadden's Anew. Oxer. 276 b, That such m 
are buryed jn the cowle and weeds of a Franciscan© . Fryer, 
are forthwith defensible enough agaynst all the Devslles 
and furies of hell. Ibid. 487 b, Y* her. life might have 
eskaped safe, and defensible from those raging storm*®* 
2793 Sm eaton Edystone L. § 253 We could not leave the 
work in a more defensible state. 

3 . Capable of being defended against attack or 
"injury, . . 

1600 E. Blount tr. Cmestaggio 207 The rocke with such 
unexpert soldiers was not defensible. 2704 Amrnrn Italy 
(1733) 3<>4 Defensible by a very little Army against a 
numerous Enemy, 2816 Keatinge ' Trm. <181 7) I. 359 ' Ilk 
fortress was defensible against all the power of man. 2873 
Burton Hist. ScoiL VI, ixxii. 256 Dumbarton was supposed 
to be more. defensible. 


DEFENSIVE. 

4 .fig. Capable of being defended (in argument), 
maintained, or vindicated ; justifiable. (1 he chief 
current sense.) 

2413 Lydg. Pilgr. Sowle 1. xvii. (1859) 18 My cause, .was 
nought defensable by ought that I couthe se. c 1555 Harps- 
field Divorce Hen. / 7// (1878) 48 The marriage is defence- 
able enough, 2674 Owen Holy Spirit (16939 253 This is 
scarce defensible. 1769 Junius Lett, xv 1. 71 The. .resolu- 
tion., is defensible on general principles of reason. 2863 
Fawcett Pol. Earn. in. vii, 387 A more defensible, or 
a juster claim. 287s Whitney Life Lang, ix, 154 In a true 
and defensible sense. 

Hence Befe-asiMettess- 

^1689 Petty Pol. Arith, /i6ao) 24 The defensibleness of 
the Country by reason of its Situation on the Sea. 2830 
Gen. P. Thompson Exerc . (184a) I. 229 The defensibleness 
ofparticular branches of a system. 

Defensible (di'fe-nsfbii), adv. Also 5-6 
-sably, 6 -cibly. [f. prec, 4- -LY ^.] 
f 1 . In a * defensible ’ manner ; so as to afford 
defence or protection % see prec. 1. Obs. 

2464 in Rymer Fmfcra (1720* XI. .524 livery Man .. he 
Well and Defensibly arrayed. ' a 2533 Bo- Berners lluon 
cxliii. 53® Aboue Mu M. horses defensablykparayiyd. 2599 
R. Crompton Mansion of Magnan. N iv b, The houses 
were all of stone, very strongly and defencibly buikled. 

2. In a manner defensible by argument ; justi- 
fiably. 

1880 Variorum Teachers* Bible Isa. yil. 14 The Hebrew, 
prefixes the article, which A, V* defensibly regards as that 
of species. 

Defension (di'fe-npn). Also 6 -ayon, -cion, 

. [ad. L. defeusidn-em, n. of action from defendere 
to Defend. Ci. OF. defension , siun (xx-x6th c, 
in Godef.h] 

f X. «= Defence ; protection, vindication, etc. 

Wyclif Ecclm. xtviii. 7 Domes of defenskiun [2388 
defence], 24.. Unhide, IX Ladies Wortkie (Chaucer's 
Wks. 2561), Against the proud Greke* made defencion With 
her victorious hand. 2324 R. Pack in Fidde* Wolsey 11. 
(1726) 203 In the defension of .your graei^ causis. a 1555 
Philtot Exam, ft frit. (Parker Soc.it .323 The just delta- 
sion against his unjust accusation, 

2 . In R.C. Colleges : The formal defence of a 
thesis or proposition as an academic exercise*. 

2363 Foxe A. Ijr M. 86a a. He withstandeth the Popes 
Suprcmacie ... in his disputation * md defenriemt* *6, .W. 
Blundell in Crossby Records 175 My said brother did make 
his public defension of Philosophy in the Roman college. 
2 86a F. C. Hussnbktk Life J. Milner 8 lie never taught 
in the Schools, nor made any public deferwion*, 1C86 
J. Giu.ow Lit. Hist. Eng. Catholics II, 45S lids defenibn 
took place in the palace of Cardinal Cube, 

Hence f X>efo*xxaional a., pertaining to defence. 
176a tr, Buscking's Syst, Gtog. III. 682 Tins arsenal, the 
defensiomtl office lat Freiburg, Switzerland!.' 
Defensitive: «e Defensative. 

Defensive (d/fe nsiv% a. and sb. Also. 4-5 
-sifi, 5 -syue, 6 -sifa, rieffent ive, 7 defencive. 
[a. F. ddfensif - ive (14th c. in Hatrf.), ad. med.L. 
difensiv us, f. d?fens~ t ppl, stem of L. defendere \ 
see -ive.] A, adj, 

1. Having the quality of defending against attack 
or injury ; serving for defence ; protective, 

c 2400 Lan franc's Cirurg, 1 3 About* |« wounda kie 
a medley n defensif. 2495 Act it lien. Ft/, e. 64 Preamb., 
Armours Defensives, m Jakkett, Sakttii, Ilrigantlynes, 
*548 Hall Chron. 16 9 b, Any weapon, either invasive or 
defensive, 2.593 Shaks, Rich. //, in i. 48 As a Monte de* 
fensiue to a house, 2636 Sir H . Blount Foy Levant (*637) 
100 A boorded Arche,. defensive against xurme and rahie, 
2634 Sis T. Herbert Trav. (16 si) 330 The Nut is d, cubed 
with a defensive husk, 1655 Fulls# i'h. Hist, ix, tt, | m. 
IV. 357 A Castle then much decayed, never much defensive 
for this City L ■ *774 Golmm, AW. Hut, (17761 'VI. 3,61 .An 
hard, firm shell, w hick furnishes ... both offensive and defensive 
armour. 2874 Boutill A rms if Arm. ii, 9 When they invaded 
Gaul, the 'Romans wore defensive armour formed of iron, 
to. Of fortified, places ; « Defensible t b. Obs. 
x6ox R. Jqiiubon^ Kingd. A Ctmnm, ■ <* 6o;;fi *59 To 
Immure themselves in such defensive places, i’634 hue T. 
Her. bert Trap. (1638') 8* The Citie is* * made defetwive'by 
many helps of nature and industry, - 

1 0, ' Of persons : Capable ' of making, defence, 
Obs. ran, 

t&f Milton P, L, vi. 393 The faint Satanic Host Defea* 
sive scam, or, with pate 'few surpris'd, 

f d. With (fi Serving to ward off, or to protect 
against Obs. rare , 

xf*$ fiit% Qdyss. mxn, *96* I raisM a nuptial bowk And 
roof’d defensive of the storm and sluiw V, 

2 . Made, formed, or carried on for the purpose 
of defence; opposed to offensive (- ftggreisive). 

25$** North Pmtanh (1676) 45s, 'The Atlitniw matte' 
league offensive and detfenrive with thitn 2632 iUmm 
God's Armas, sss, I 6cx @93 'The bloud which i*t defensive 
warre Is' filed, . Law .Ckawortu irri wth Rep, Hist* 
MSS, Comm, App v, 44 A league oflenclv* amt deft riclve with 
Holland. ^ 2777 Watson Philip Ii (1839) wt Able to wage 
only a todttma defensive war, 2787 Mask IPAriiwy Diary 
Mar, l was obliged to rewive upon a *lef nt conduct in 
future, *869 Rawunnon Aw, Hist, ifb Allknct, olfewlv* 
and dtfwive, kriween Sfsarm anil Biwtiii, 

3 . Ol or belonging to defence. 

2643 Stewm&r Diary uB$ 6 ) xm They , . lay at a defensive 
'gxiamt. i m% R, II. Sskmi Kwrentim '67 Having shewn 
you tha Defensive part,' 1 iliall now pro«««I to the Ofitn* 

'sive. t *739. J. TtArr Eight, Going.*® 

law 'is absolutely tmiawfui, men on the defensive side, *845 
■S. Aitsntf RmmFi HuL M%f, HI. 173 Their pwttkai w« 
entirely a defensive 'out. 


DEFENSIVELY. 


DEFERENCE, 


4 . Spoken or written in defence ^something ; of 
the nature of a defence or vindication. 

2604 Broughton (title), Two little Workes defensive of our 
Redemption. 1768 Blackstone Comm. III. 100 His de- 
fensive allegation, to which he is entitled in his turn to the , 
plaintiff’s answer upon oath. 1893 Bookman June 85/2 An 
appreciative essay, partly defensive of his memory. 

B. sb . 

1 . Something that serves to defend or protect ; i 
esp. in Med. and Surg. a bandage, plaster, oint- 
ment, or medicine, serving to guard against injury, 
inflammation, corruption, infection, etc. Obs. 

c 1400 Lanf rands Cirurg. 214 })ou schalt algate aboute f?e 
sijknes leie a defensif of bole & terra sigillata. 1544 Phakr 
Pestilence (1553) P iv b, Lay a defensiue about the sore. 1562 
Turner Herbal 11. 41; b, If it be layd vnto woundes, it is 
a good defensiue for them. 1610 Markham Masterpiece 11. 
clxxiii. 485 It is also an excellent defensiue against fluxes 
of blood, a 1626 Bacon (J.), Wars preventive upon just 
fears, are defensives, as well as on actual invasions. 1665 
Evelyn Mem. (1857) III. 150 Wear this defensive for my 
sake. 1725 Bradley Fam. Diet. s.v. Wounds , If a Nerve 
happens to be cut, you must close it, and use a Defensive, 
to prevent a concourse of Humours. 

2 . A position or attitude of defence: usually in 
phr. to stand (act, etc.) on the defensive. [Absolute 
use of A. 3.] 

1601 R, Johnson Ring'd. 4 Commw. (1603) 178 Onely to 
stand upon the defensive. 1708 Swift Predictions , The 
French army acts now wholly on the defensive. 1797 Burke 
Gorr. IV. 431 In debate, as m war, we confine ourselves to 
a poor, disgraceful, and ruinous defensive. 1828 Scott F. 
M. Perth xxxiv, The two brethren . . striking both at once, 
compelled him to keep the defensive. 1869 Freeman Norm. 
Conq.(iBy6) III. xii. 152 The plan of the Duke was to stand 
■wholly on the defensive. 

f 3 . One who defends himself against attack: 
opposed to assailant or aggressor. Obs. rare. 

1634 Sir T. Herbert Trav. 79 They. . retired home, leaving 
the Georgians Victors, though defensives. 

Defensively (dffe-nsivli), adv. [-ly 2 .] In 
a defensive manner ; by way of defence. 

1670 Milton Hist. Eng. n. Wks. (1851) 59 Camalodunum, 
where the Romans had seated themselves to dwell pleasantly, 
rather than defensively, was not fortifi'd. 1692 Luttrell 
Brief Rel. (1857) H. 370 We shall, it’s beleived, act only de- 
fensively. 1884 Mrs. Olifhant in Blackw . Mag. Jan. 5/2 
Lady Mary put up her hand defensively. 

Defe"nsiveness« [-ness.] The quality of 
being defensive. 

1600 F. Walker Sp. Mandeville 131a, They want no 
defensiuenes against the cold. 1828 Examiner 643/1 The 
position of defensiveness. 1885 G. Meredith Diana I. xv. 
323 Arousing her instincts of defensiveness. 

Defensor (dffe*nsai, -pi). Forms : 4-5 de- 
fensour, (4-6 -cure, 5 -owre), 6 defencer, 6- 
defensor. [ME. and AFr. defensour * OF. *de- 
fenseor, in 13th c. deffenceour , xnod.F. dtfenseur 
L. defensdtor-em (Jerome), agent-n. from defensdre, 
freq. of defenders to Defend. By later changes 
in Eng. the word is completely assimilated to L. 
defensor, agent-n. from dcfend£rel\ 

T 1 . A defender. Obs. 

Chief Defensor of the Christian Church , a title formerly 
bestowed by the Pope upon individual kings, as upon 
Henry VII of England. 

1373 Barbour Bruce xvil 745 Sum of the defensouris war 
All dede, and othir woundit sare. C1430 Lydg. Bockas 1. 
xvi. (1554) 33 a, To holy churche he was chief defensour. 
1509 Fabyan vii. (1533) 690. 1530 Palsgr. Introd. 10 Henry 
by the grace of God, kynge of Englande and of France, 
defensor of the fay the. 1596 Foxe's A. 4 M. 591/1 Any of 
their fautors, comforters, counsellers, or defensers. 1611 
Speed Hist. Gt. Brit. lx. xx. 72 Chiefe Defensor of Christs 
Church. 1670 Famous Conclave Clement VIII 29 The only 
defensor and supporter of the Catholick Religion. 

2 . Rom. Hist. 1 In the later period of the empire 
(after 365 a.d.), title of a magistrate in the pro- 
vincial cities, whose chief duty was to afford 
protection against oppression on the part of the 
governor * (Lewis & Short). 

e 1370 Wyclif Eng. Wks. (1880) 395 And saynte gregori 
wrote to \>t defensoure of rome in pis maner. [1818 Hallam 
Mid. Ages (1872) I. 341 But the Defensores were also magis- 
trates and preservers of order.] 1841 W. Spalding Italy 4 
It. I si. 1 . 112 The defensors differed in both respects. 1853 
Milman Lat. Chr. (1864) II, hi, v. 43 What the defensor 
had been in the old municipal system. 

3 . Roman Law. One who took up the defence 
and assumed the liability of a defendant in an 
action. 

*875 Poste Gains iv. Comm. fed. 2) 569 A defensor may 
prevent a forfeiture of the stipulation. Ibid., A defensor 
(unauthorized representative) of the defendant gave security 
judicatum solvi. 

Hence Defe*nsorsMp, the office of defensor. 

1855 Milman Latin Chr. III. 202 The golden diadem, 
the insignia of the Patriciate and Defensorship of the city 
of Rome. 

Befensory (d/Temsori), a. and sb. Now rare 
or Obs. [ad. L. defensdri-us, f. defensor- em : see 
Defensor and -ory.] 

A. adj. That is intended* or serves, to defend ; 
defensive. 

155a Hulobt, Defensorye, praesidiarius. *586 A, Day 
Eng. Secretary n. (1625) 14 A Letter defensory answering by 
confutation all the objections. *647 Royall 4- Royal lists 
Plea 13 The warre on the Kings side is vindicatory and 
defensorie. 1849 Fraser's Mag. XXXIX. 669 One of the de- 


133 

fensory provisions which the Creator has assigned to some 
of His creatures. 

L B. sb. Something defensive ; a defence. Obs. 
1588 Greene Perimedes 6 As a defensorie against ensuing 
griefes. 1592 (title), Martin Mar-Sixtus. A second Replie 
against the Defensory and Apology of Sixtus the fifth. 1:677 
Gale Crt . Gentiles II. in. 154 A Defensorie of the Scripture 
and Church. 

Defen st, obs. f. defenced\ see Defence v. 

+ Defe*HSnr@ B Obs. [f. I., defens- ppl. stem 
of defendere + Something that defends; 
s- Defensive sb. 1. 

2586 W. Bailey Briefe Treat . (1633) 21 Wee must defend 
the eye with some defensure to avoid the offence of a fluxe. 

Defer (dffs-j), v . 1 Forms : 4-7 differre, 5-7 
deferre, (4 defere, 5-6 defar, -arre, dyfferre, 

7 deferr), 5-7 differ, 5-6 differ r, 6 differ e, dy- 
ferre, dyffer, dyffer(r-), diffar(r-), 6-7 differ(r-), 
5- defer (r-). Inflexions deferred, deferring. 
[ME. differre-n, a. OF. differer ( il difflre), 14th c. 
in Littie, ad. L. differ-re to carry apart, put off, 
postpone, delay, protract; also, intr., to bear in 
different directions, have diverse bearings, differ. 
Orig. the same word as Differ v. (q.v. for the 
history of their differentiation), and often spelt 
differ in i6~i7th c.; but forms in de-, def- , are 
found from the 15th, and have prevailed, against 
the etymology, mainly from the stress being on the 
final syllable ; but partly, perhaps, by association 
with delay . 1 

+ 1 . trans. To put on one side ; to set aside. Obs. 
2393 Gower Conf. 1. 262 At mannes sighte Envie for to be 
preferred Hath conscience so differred, That no man loketh 
to the vice Whiche is the moder of malice, c 1430 Lydg. 
Hors, Shepe 4 G. 96 The Syrcumstaunce me lyst nat to 
defer. — Min. Poems ( Percy Soc.) 14 Grace withe her lycour 
cristallyne and pure Defferrithe vengeaunce off ffuriose 
woodnes. 

+ lb. To set or put 1 beside oneself’; to bereave 
of one’s wits. Obs. rare~~ J . 

c 137 5 Sc. Leg . Saints, Matthasus 84 Quhame j?at ]>sd [two 
sorcerers] had euir marryte Ine hare wittis or differryte. 
f c. ref. To withdraw or remove oneself. Obs. 
c 1373 Sc. Leg. Saints, Martha 171 Hely, defere J?e nocht 
fra me, Bot in myn helpe nov haste J>u 1 

2 . trans. To put off (action, procedure) to some 
later time ; to delay, postpone. 

1382 Wyclif Num. xxx. 15 If the man . . into another day 
deferre the sentence. 14. . Prose Lege?ids in Anglia VIII. 
132 [She] differred ]>e questyone. 1483 Cath. Angl. 09 To 
Differ, differre, prolongare. 1489 Caxton Fayies of A. 11. 
vii. 104 The Lacedemonyens with drewe them self and dif- 
ferde the bataylle. 1526 Tindale Matt. xxiv. 48 My master 
wylldiffer his commynge. 1593 Shaks. 2 Hen. VI, iv. vii. 341 
Soldiers, Deferre the spoile of the Citie vntill night. 2651 
Hobbes Leviath. 11, xxx. 183 Sometimes a Civill warre, may 
be differred, by such wayes. 1711 Addison Sped. No. 92 
T 2, I have deferred furnishing my Closet with Authors, *till 
I receive your Advice. 1795 Southey Joan of Arc iv. 499 
O chosen by Heaven ! defer one day thy march. 1863 Geo. 
Eliot Romola 11. iv, She deferred writing the irrevocable 
words of parting from all her little world. 

b. Const, with inf. ? Obs. 

2426 H. Beaufort in Ellis Orig. Lett. Rer. n. I. 202 He 
hath long differred to parfourme them, c 2450 St.Cuthbert 
(Surtees) 7118 To wende hame j?ai no3t deferde. 1535 Cover- 
dale Josh. x. 13 The Sonne . . dyfferred to go downe for the 
space of a whole daye after. 1609 Bible (Douay) Ps , lxxix. 
Comm., How long wilt thou differre to heare our prayer? 
a 1656 Ussher Ann. (1658) 880 Neither did he long defer to 
put those Jews to death, a 2732 Atterbury (J ), The longer 
thou deferrest to be acquainted with them, the less every day 
thou wilt find thyself disposed to them. 

c. absol. or intr. To delay, procrastinate : rarely 
with off. 

2382 Wyclif Deut. vii. 10 So that he scater hem, and 
ferther differre not [1388 differr [v.r. tarie] no lengere]. c 2450 
St. Cuthbert iSurtees) 7523 He defard, and walde no^t trus. 
1S77 Northbrooke Dicing (1843) 180 Whyles he desired, 
they deferred, a 2592 Greene & Lodge Looking Glass Wks. 
(Rtldg.) 129/1 Defer not off, to-morrow is too late. 2614 
Bp. Hall Recoil. Treat. 935 God differ’s on purpose that 
our trials maybe perfect. 2635 R. Bolton Comf. Aft. Consc. 
ix. 252 The longer thou putst off and defferest the more un- 
fit shalt thou be to repent. 2742 Young Nt. Th. i. 390 Be 
wise to-day ; *tis madness to defer. 1771 P. Parsons New- 
market I. 21, 1 have waited (demurred, my gentle reader, if 
you be a lawyer, deferred, if you be a divine) . . a full year. 

3 . trans. To put off (a person or matter) to a 
future occasion : fa. a person. Obs. 

1382 Wyclif A cts xxiv. 22 Sothli Felix deferride hem [1388 
delayede, MS. K. ether differride ; Tindale differde, 1530 
Great B. deferede, 2557 Genev. differed, 2582 Rhem . differred, 
1611 and 1881 deferred]. 2545 Brinklow Compl. 20 b, Men 
be differyd from tyme to tyme, yea from yere to yere, 1642 
Rogers Naaman 237 If it seem good to thy wisdome to 
deferre me. _ 1709 Strype Ann. Ref. I. xxxviii. 440 He was 
deferred until Monday. 

b. a time, matter, question. 

2509 Barclay Shyp of Folys (1570) 49 / Where they two 
borowed, they promise to pay three, Their day of payment 
longer to defarre. 2536 Exhort, fr. North 235 in Furniv. 
Ballads 1 . 309 Differ not your matteres tyll a new jere. 2559 
Morwyng Evmym. 95 Which conserveth the good health 
of man’s body, prolongeth a man’s youth, differeth age. 
1559 Willock Lett, to Crosraguellm Keith Hist. Church Sc. 
App. 298 (Jam.), I wold aske quhilk of us differreth the Caus. 
161 1 Bible Prov. xiii. 12 Hopedeferredmakeththeheartsicke, 

c. To relegate to a later part of a treatise. 

2538 Starkey England 1. iv. 223 Let us not entur intothys 
dysputatyon now, but . . dyffer hyt to hys place. 2558 Knox 


First Blast (Arb.) 33; The admonition T differe to the end. 
2612 Cory at Crudities 480, I had differred it till the end of 
the sermon. 2695 Woodward Nat. Hist . Earth 1. (1723) 41 
Which I choose, rather than trouble the Reader with a 
Detail . . here, to deferr to their proper Place. 2877 J. D. 
Chambers Divine Worship 284 It has been found necessary 
to defer them to the Appendix. 

T 4 . To put off (time), waste in delay. Obs. 

2382WYCLIF Ezeh. xii. 22 Dais shulen be differrid,or drawen, 
in to loong [2388 differrid in to long tyme]. 2548 Hall 
Chron. 284 Not mynding to differre the time any farther. 
2579 Lyly Euphues (Arb.) 123 Idle to deferre y° time lyke 
Saint George, who is euer on horsebacke yet neuer rydeth. 
2592 Shaks, i Hen. VI, ni. ii. 33 Deferre no tyme, delayes 
haue dangerous ends. 1633 G* Herbert Temple, Deniall 
vi, O cheer and tune my heartlesse breast, Deferre no time. 
fh. To protract; also intr. to linger. Obs. 

2546 Langley Pol. Verg. De Invent. 1. xii. 24 a, The 
Warres were longe differred. 1561 Norton & Sackv, Gor- 
boduc iv. ii, Why to this houre Have kind and fortune thus 
deferred my breath ? 1562 Hollybush Horn. Apoth. 42 b, 
If the disease woulde differre, and the jaundis woulde not 
voyde. 

Defer (di'ffi’j), v . 2 Also 5-6 differ, 6-7 de- 
ferre, ^8 defere). Inflexions deferred, deferring, 
[a. F. ddferer (il defere), 16th c. in Littre (defferer 
14th c. in Godef. SuppL), in same sense as Eng., 
ad. L. defer-re to bring or carry away, convey 
down, to bring or carry with reference to destina- 
tion, to confer, deliver, transfer, grant, give, to 
report, to refer (a matter) to any one; f. De- I. 1, 2 
+ferre to bear, carry,] 

+1. trans. To carry down or away; to convey 
(to some place) ; to bring away. Obs. rare. 

2626 Bacon Sylva § 254, I do not think that if a Sound 
should pass through divers mediums .. it would deliver the 
Sound in a differing place, from that unto which it is 
deferred. 2654 R. Codrington tr. Hist. Ivstbie 552 He was 
so much amazed at it, that he could not forbear to vomit or 
defer the forced burthen of his belly. 

1 2 . To offer, proffer, tender ; in Law, to offer 
for acceptance. Const, to, rarely on. To defer an 
oath = F. dtffrer tm serment, L. deferre jusjuran - 
dum. Obs. 

2563 Foxe A. 4 * M. 782b, Vpon a corporall ofhe to them 
deferred by the iudges. 1565 Jewel Kepi. Harding (2612) 
379 That Godly worship which . . of the X) iuin.es is called 
Latria, is deferred only to the Blessed Trinity. 2652 Hobbes 
Leviath. n. xxx. 177 To deferre to them any obedience, or 
honour. 1677 Gale Crt. Gentiles .m. 272 Apuleius .. does 
in vain defer or bestow this honor on those Demons. 2764-7 
Ld. G. Lyttelton Hist. Hen. II, II. 95 (Seager) How very 
wonderful is it that all the princes . . when a king renowned 
for his valour, .was actually at their head, should defer the 
command to a monk. 1832 Austin Jurispr. (1879) II. liii. 
894 Until he accept the inheritance, he has a right deferred 
or proffered by the law ( jus delatum) but he has not a right 
fully acquired (jus acquisitum). 

+ 3 . To submit (a matter to a person, etc.) for 
determination or judgement ; to refer. Obs. 

2490 Acta Dom. Cone. 204 (Jam.) The lordis will differ the 
hale mater to the said Robert spoussis aitht. 2542 Barnes 
Wks. (1573) 345/1 This matter was deferred of both partes 
to the sentence of the kyng. 2660 R. Coke Power 4* Subj. 
x6o We teach, that among Priests there be no strifes and 
wrangling, nor let them be deferred to the Secular power. 
2692 Blair in W. S. Perry Hist. Coll. Amer. Col . Ch. (i860) 
1 . 4 The council, he said, would defer it to the committee for 
plantations. 

1 4 . absol. To refer for information to. Obs. 

2563 Foxe A. 4 M. 797 b, Concernynge the depositions of 

this Lorde Paget, here producted, we differ to the xx, act, 
where you shal fynde hym examined, 

1 5 . intr. (for reff) To submit oneself to. Sc. Obs. 
1479 Acta Dom. Audit. 90 (Jam.) Decretis . . that Johne 

Stewart . . sail . . pay to^ Archibald Forester of Corstorfin 
xx L yerly of yin yeris bigain . . becauss the said Archibald 
diffent to his aith, and he refusit to suere in presens of the 
lordis. 1490 Acta Dom. Cone. 194 (Jam.) The lordis aboue 
writtin wald nocht defer to the said excepcioun. 

6. intr. To submit in opinion or judgement to\ 
to pay deference to. 

It is probably with reference to this that Evelyn, 2667 
(Mem. III. 161 ed. 1857), says, We have hardly any words 
that do . . fully express the French emotion, defer, effort. 

1686 F. Spence House of Medici 306 (L.) They not only 
deferred to his counsels m publick assemblies, but he was 
moreover the umpire of domestic matters. *730 A. Gordon 
Maffels A mpkitk. 8 H ow far we must defere to his Authority ? 
179a Burke Let. to Sir H. Langrishe Wks. 2842 I. 543 If 
you had not deferred to the judgment of others. 1855PRF.S- 
corr Philip II, 1. ix. (2857) 165 Philip . , had the good sense 
to defer to the long experience and the wisdom of his father. 
2870 Bryant Iliad 1 . 1. 31 And let me warn my mother, Wise 
as she is, that she defer to Jove. 

Deference (defferens). [a. F. difir ence (16th 
c.), f. difirer to Defer v . 2 1 see -ence.] 
t L The action of offering or proffering ; tender- 
ing, bestowing, yielding. Obs. rare - 1 . 

1660 tr. A myraldus* Treat, cone, Relig. 1, hi. 35 Our de- 
ference of all honor and glory to that which we venerate. 

2 . Submission to the acknowledged superior 
claims, skill, judgement, or other qualities, of 
another. Often in phr. to pay, show, yield defer- 
ence. '// 

1647 Clarendon Hist. Reh. 1. (1843) 9/2 He was . . negli- 
gent . . to correspond with him with that deference he had. 
used to do, but had the courage to dispute his commands. 
2706 Estcourt Fair Examp. tm i. Now, Sir, you shall stay 
and see what a Deference they pay to my Skill and Autho- 
■ rity. 1711 Addison Sped. No. 62 jp 7 With all the Deference 
that is due to the Judgment of so great a Mam 2798 Ferrlar 
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DEFIAHCE, 


Illnsfr. Sterne, Varieties of Man ig€ Much of this evil has 
certainly proceeded from undue deference to authorities. 
2830. DTsraeli Chets. /„ III. vii. 148 Charles often yielded 
a strange deference to minds inferior to his own. 183d H. 
Coleridge North . Worthies (1852) I. 6 That voice of autho- 
rity to which he would have paid most willing deference. 

3. Courteous regard such as is rendered to a 
superior, or to one to whom respect is due ; the 
manifestation of a disposition to yield to the claims 
or wishes of another. Const, to , + for. 

a 1660 Hammond Wks. II. 1. 137 (R ) Why was not John 
who was a virgin chosen, or preferred before the rest ? . . his 
answer is, because Peter was the Elder, the deference being 
given to his age. 1662 J. Davies tr. O learnt s Voy. Antbass. 
80 Nor have they any more complyance one for another, 
than they have deference for strangers : for instead of being 
civil one to another [etc.]. 1678 Lively Orac.y. § 15. 296, 

I shall consider to which God himself appears in Scripture 
to- give: the deference.. 1712 Steele Sped. No. 497 r 2 He 
was conducted from room to room, with great deference, to 
the minister. 2734.. Chatham Lett. Nephew iv. 20: Their age. 
and learning, .entitle them to all deference. 1833 H. Reed 
Led. Eng. Hist. £id. 411 That indescribable and instinctive 
deference tor the feeling? of others, which constitutes the 
gentlemanly spirit. 

4. In deference to : in respectful acknowledge- 
ment of the authority of, out of practical respect 
or regard to. 

1863 H. Cox Instil. r. x. 245 The resignation of a Prime 
Minister in deference to the will of the House of Commons.. 
1867 Smiles Hugieenots Eng. xi. (1880) 195 In deference to 
public opinion, he granted some relief to the exiles from his 
privy purse. 1879 M. Arnold Irish Cat hoi. Mixed Ess. 
xox It is in deference to the opinion, .of such a class tliat 
we shape our policy- 

Deference, obs. form of Diffeeenoe. 
tBe*ferency. Obs. rare - 1 . [f. as prec. with 
ending -ency, q.v.] = Deference. 

1678 Owen Mind of God v. 132 A due reverence and 
deferency unto the Wisdom, .of God. 

Deferent (de-fergnt), al and sk Also 5-7 
different, 6 defferent. [a. F. difirent (Pare. 
16 th. c.), or immed. ad. L, dlferent-em y pr. pple. of 
defer-re to carry down or away.] 

A. adj. Carrying or conveying down or to a 
particular destination. 

1626 Bacon Sytua Argt. to § 221, etc. , The Figures of Pipes, 
o-r Concaues, thorow which Sounds passe ; or the other Bodies 
different ; conduce to the Variety and Alteration of the 
Sounds. 2686 Snap® A nat. Horse 1. xxiii. 47 These deferent 
Vessels are two, one on each side. 1877 Huxley A nat. 
Inv. Anim. vii. 378 The.. testes end in a pair of deferent 
ducts. 

B. Sk 

1. A carrying or conducting agent; spec, in 
Phys., a canal or duct for conveying fluids. 

1626 Bacon Sylva § 133 Though Aire be the most favour- 
able Deferent of Sounds. Ibid. § 217 All of them are dull 
and unapt Deferents except the Air. 1730-6 Bailey (folios 
Deferents „ those vessels of the body appointed for the con* j 
veyance of humours from one part to another. 

2. In the Ptolemaic astronomical system : The 
circular orbit of the centre of the epicycle in which 
a planet was conceived to move : corresponding 
(roughly) to the actual orbit of the planet. Cl 
Epicycle i„ 

14x3 Lydg. Pitgr. Sowle v. i. 70 Within eueryche of these 
seuen speres, there was a Cercle euibelyfyng sora what., 
whiche Cercle clepeth the different 2594 BlundeviuA^xy. 

' in, 1. xv- (ed. 7! 306 The- Circle that carrieth the Moony, 
called her Defferent. 1690 Leyboukn Cursus Math, 757 
The Semidiametre of the Deferent is equal to 56 1 Semi- 
diametres of the Earth. 1704 J. Harms Lex. Tecftn. s. v.„ 
The two' points- where the JEpicicle intersects the .Deferent, 
are called the Points of the greatest Elongation. 2834 Nat. 
Philos., Hist. Astron. yi. 31/2 (Useful Know!. Soc.j, He 
[Ptolemy] Mmself considered- his system of deferents and 
epicycles merely as a mean® of determining mathematically 
the positions of the heavenly bodies for any given time. 

3. One who reports a matter ; the communicator 
of a notice* 

1670 Evelyn in Phil. Trans. V. 1056, ' I communicate to 
them, through your hands, not only the Instrument.. but 
the Description of the Use and' Benefit of it from such 
a Deferent, as I am sure. they will very highly -value,' 1671, 
-— Menu ( 1 8*3,71 111, 238 Unless you approve of what I write, 
and assist the- deferrent, for I am no more. 

Deferent (de-ferent), af [1 Defer v.~, and 
Deferknce : see -Em] Showing deference, de- 
ferential- 

1822 Btackw. Mag. NX" 167 His opposition „ , .was always 
modest, deferent. 1856 Miss Mulock % Halifax {ed. 17) 
413 Never in all his. life -had .-Guy been so- deferent, so loving, 
to his, father. 1886 Mallock Old Order Ckcmgm 11, w, 
Easiness and want of deferent distance in his manner. 

Deferential (defere-nfal), af [1 Deference 
' (or its L. ■ type- *d&ferentid) + -al z . c£ esseme 7 
essential, prudence, prudential, etc-] Characterized 
by deference.; showing deference ; respectful. 

-1822 Scott Nigel xxu, If you seek deferential observance 
-■and attendance,.!' tell you at. 'once- you will not find them 
here. 1838 Dickens Nick. Nick, xvii, She was marvellously 
deferential to Madame MantalinL '■ *870 Disraeli Zotha/r 
xxviiif -The Duke.', could be soft 'and' deferential to women. 
Hence DeferentdaTity sb., deference ; Deferen- 
tially adv. 7 m a. deferential manner. 

■ x8$» Carmk. Mag. Feb. 183 His master he- recogniw® m. 
-such. with, respectful deferent lality. ' at X&46 Gentlem . Mag. 
cited in Worcester for deferentially. 1848 C. Bronte 
% Eyre vii 1 1873! 61 These- todies were deferentially received- 


. . and conducted to seats of honour. 286$ Dickens Mut. 
Fr. m. i, Deferentially observant of his master’s face. 

Defere ntial, aP Phys. [a. F. dlferentiel (e.g. 

| arth-e dEffrentidle), f. deferent, Deferent «.[: see 
-AL.] Serving to convey or conduct ; pertaining to 
the deferent duet. 

1877 Huxley Anal. Inv. Anim. xi. 640 The deferential 
* end of the testicular tube opens into a sac close to the anus. 

2883 Syd. Soc. Lex., Deferential artery , a small branch 
i supplied to the vas deferens by one of the brandies of the 
superior vesical artery. 

Deferment (dffoument). [f. Defer vfi + 
-MENT. Possibly from F. : Godefroy Suppt. cites 
an example of difer cement of 14 th c.] A putting 
off ; postponement, delay. 

1612 W. Parices Cnrtaine Dr. (x8y6) 31 Mercers and 
Taylors may their customes hire, With long deferment of 
their tedious bils. 2832 Southey Hist. Pmins, War 1 1 1 . 
191 The cases which could bear no deferment of relief. 1884 
M. Arnold in Pall Mall G. x Dec. 6/ 2 The delays and the 
deferments which they are certain to lead to. 

Deferred (difSMd), ppL a. [f. Defer vl + 
-ED.] Postponed, put off for a time, delayed 
Deferred Annuity, an annuity that does not begin till 
after a certain period or number of years, or till the occur- 
rence of a future event, as the decease of some person. 
Deferred Bonds : see quot. 1882. Deferred Pay, a part of 
the pay of a soldier, etc., which is held over to be paid at 
his discharge, or at death ; in the British Army the amount 
of deferred pay for soldiers and non-commissioned officers is 
twopence a day ; to men in. the reserve force the amount is 
paid annually. Deferred Shares , Stock : see quot, 1882. 
Deferred shoot : see quot. 1883. 

1631 Hobbes Leviaih. tu. xxxlu 198 An immediate, or 
a not long deferr’d event. 1674 Essex Papers (Camden) I. 
215 That no surprise might be put upon y r Excellency by 
the defered hearing. 1804 J. Poole Narr. Foreign Corps 
63 My first knowledge of the deferred list. 18x9 Shelley 
Cenci v. ii. 23 Tis my hate, and the deferred desire To 
wreak it, which extinguishes their [the cheeks’ 1 blood, *855 
Macaulay Hist. Eng. IV. 381 The effect . , of bitter regrets 
and of deferred hopes. 1882 Bithell Counting-house Did, 
s. v., Deferred Bonds are bonds issued by a Government or 
by a company, entitling the holder to a gradually increasing 
rate of interest, till the interest amount to a certain specified 
rate, when they are classed as, or are converted into Active 
Bonds. Deferred Shares are shares issued by a Trading 
Company, but not entitling the holder to a full share of the 
profits of the company, and sometimes to none at all, until 
the expiration of a specified time, or the occurrence of some 
event. 1883 Syd. Soc. Lex., Deferred shoots, the shoots 
produced from dormant buds in the axils of bud-scales, 
1889 Whitaker's Aim. 645 Deferred pay is an additional 
payment of £3 per annum made to all non-commissioned 
officers and soldiers on discharge who have fulfilled certain 
conditions. 

Deferrer (d# 3 *rafi). [f. Defer vl + -er k] 

One who defers ; a delayer, postpone!. 

3352 Huloet, Deferrer, emulator. 1559 Wiiaock Let. to 
Crossraguel in Keith Hist. Ch. ScotL App. 198 Quhilk of 
both is the Differrer of the Cam ? <2x637 B. Jonson tr.. 
Horace's A rt Poetry 245 A great deferrer, long in hope, 
grown numb With sloth, yet greedy still of what's to come, 
1880 G- Meredith Trag. Com. xiv, (1892) 200 One of those 
delicious girls in the New Comedy ... called The Postponer, 
The Deferrer, or, as we might say, The To-Morrower. 

Deferring (d/fo’ri^), vhl. sk [f. Defer vfi 
+ -IKS j .] Trie action of the verb Defer 1 ; de- 
laying, postponement. 

14.. Lydg. Temple of Glas 120 6 Abide awhile . , Let no 
sorow> in bin herte bite For no differring. 1383 Stubbes 
A nat. A im. I1. J1882 I 9 This deferring of tustice is as 
damnable before God., xfizx Be. Hall Heaven upon .Earth 
§ 6 After all these friuolous deferrings, it [stnne] will returne 
vpon thee.. 2633. Earl Manck. At Hondo (1636} xia By 
deferring wee presume upon that we haue not, and neglect 
that we haue. 


Deferring 1 (diT5*rig), ppl. al [f. Defer v.i 
+ -ikg 2,] That defers ; putting off, delaying, 
CX565 Lindesay (PitscA Chron. Scot. (1728) 105 Gave them 
a differring answer which was little to effect. 

Deferring, ppl aP [f. Defer vf + -rsra 2.] 
Manifesting deference ; deferential. 

1829 S. Turner Hist. Eng. IV. n. xxvii. x^8 The language 
of very deferring but of rather strong affection. 


t Defe’rve, V. Obs, rare. [ad. L. defirvhre to 
bail down, boil thorcmglily, f, De- I. 3 b + firvirc 
to boil.} To boil down. 

c 1420 Pallad. mi Hush, xu 485 Defrut, caxene ..Of must 
is made : Defrut- of defervyng Til thicke. 


Defervesc© (difem s), v. [ad. L. d£fenmc#re 
to cease to boil, cool down, f. De- I. 6 4 - fervescEre, 
inceptive of f severe to be hot.] - intr. To cool down, 
1839 Sat. Rent. VIII. 735/2 The pamphlet . . has expert* 
encedthe fate -incidental to effervescent things— -it has de* 
fervesced. 


Defervescence (dffai ve-$ens). ff. I* 
vesccnt-em Defervescent; see -kece.) 

1* Cooling down; abatement of heat. 

172* Bailey, Defervescence, tt growing cool, an abating, 
*775 «*■ Ash, Hence in mod. Diets. 

2. Path. The decrease of bodily temperature 
which accompanies the abatement of fever or 
feverish symptoms ; the period of this decrease, 
(Introduced In German {def rvesesnu) by Wunderlich.) 
x866- Bjraithwazt® Retrospect of Med. LI II. *4 The height 
of the fever was reached on December wtsX,, .after th»defc**. 
vescence went m gradually. ■ 2875 H. C. Wcor> Ihermp, 
(18791 X45 It is evident that.. in some of these cases of 
Wunderlich's the drug was given about the time natural 
defervescence would be expected to occur, 1877 Eo»r»t». 


: Handbk. Med. (ed. 3) I. 78 Occasionally defervescence is 
quite irregular in its progress. 

t Deferve scency, Obs. [f. as prec. -t- -ency.] 
== prec. ; alsoyff. 

1649 Jer. Taylor Great Exemp. v. § so. 255 After a long 
time, .they are abated by a defervescency in holy actions. 
2684 tr. Bond's Merc. Compit. vi. 260. A Loosness, which 
follows in the defervescency of a Fever. 

DefervesceBt (dfioive'sent), a. and sb. [f. 
L. defervesemt-em, pr. pple. of drfervescere to De- 
fervesce.] ‘ That which can reduce fever and 
hi^h temperature, as cold and bloodletting’ (Syd. 
See, Lex.). 

Befesanee, Defese, etc,, obs. ff. Dbfbasascb, 
Defease, etc. 

JDefet, var. of Defeit a. Obs., wasted* 

Defete, -fette, obs. forms of Defeat sb. and 
f 3 >efe"ird. nonce -wd. [1. De- - FKrr>: on some 
mistaken analogy, such as spile, despite I\ Feud, 

2648 Evelyn Mem, (1857) HI. 22. II the commanders were 
all at defend one amongst the other. 

Defeudalize : see De- II. 1. 

JDefeysanee, obs. form of Defeasakci. 

Defffe, obs. forms of Deaf. 

II Beffait, a. Her. Obs.- 0 [F. deffait, in OF. 
iesfait, deffait , undone, deprived, etc.] 

2727 Bailey vol. II, Deffait, is used to signify the Head 
of a Beast cut off smooth, the same as Dee&piti, *727- sx 
Chambers Cycl., Deffait or- Decapite, a term used by tm 
French heralds, 

DefFame, Deffawte, obs. ff. Defame, Default, 
Deffayt, deffete, obs. forms of Defeat, 

Deffe, var. of Daff sb., fool, stupid fellow, 

1482 in Eng. Gilds (2870) 3*5 Yf any brother dysspysse 
anoder callenge hym knalfe or horsou, or deffe. . 

DefFence, Defform, etc. : see Defence, etc, 
DefFer, var. of Dev hr Obs., duty. 

Defference, obs. form of Differ inch. 

Deflly, erron. form of Deftly. 

Defhed ; see Deafhead. 

Defiable (d/feifibl), aJ rare, [f, DlPYtD-b 
-able.] Capable of being defied ; *f defiant. 

2874 M. & F. Collins Frances. I » 14 Oh I I think he's 
rather a delta hie young gentleman. 

f Defi*al>le» af Oh. rare - l . [f. Defy + 
-able.] Capable of being digested ; digestible. 

a 1450 Fysshynge wyih an Angle a And etc oorysch* 
ing mete® & defyabul. 

De£al (dffoi’ii). rare. [In ME., a. OF , defiaille 
(13 -14th c. in Godef.)* f* defier to Defy; see 
-al 5. In modem use perl, directly from the Eng. 
verb : cf. denial} ** Defiance. 

CX470 Hardino Chron. cliv. iv, He lielde the felde and 
kyng Pltilyp warred, And fetters tent Itysn, tkfyak and 
vmbraydte. Of h.ys sumunce and othe, im w, Taviof tr. 
Goethes iph . in Tauris Note j 19 This denar w not a Gothic 
and misplac'd idea. 28*4 W. Taylor in Monthly Mag. LViX. 
509 King Meliad, And Danayn ..took par® In the dtfmk 
2848 W, ft, Kelly t t.L. JtUmds HhL Tm V. II. *67 Abate, 
which he met with lofty defial or atltnt contempt™ 
Defiance {dtiwhm . Forms ; 4 dofye**, 5 
defy-, diffi-, dififye-, dyffy-, 5-6 defi*, cfejQfy- 
aunce, 6 diffyana, diffi-, defyanoe, 5- defiance, 
[a. OF. defiance, deff-, desfi, the action of defying 
» Fr. deff ansa. Drip, desfmma. It. disfitfaniax— 
Ronmnic ^disffdtintia, f. disfidam<, ’med.I* difiddm; 
see Dipt zt. 1 and -ance. Mod.F. df/fetntt in tt’nte 
of ‘distrust’ appears to be influenced by L. diffi* 
dentia distrust ; see Diffidence.] 
fl. Remmciaticn of faith, allegiance, or amity; 
declaration of hostilities. Obs. 

r *300 N. Alts* 5545 the- wryt. beli*Me, Aisd 
sauigh therinnft thretyng hekle, And dr.fy«-iwmct, th# thrki. 
day. c 2430 Lyjw. mim. Pmm$ 92 i Af ha, elms , -. sent 
to hym, for his n*yftgovern*unc«, Of bight* dmlayne a fid 
playne defyauncc. 1 *500 Meimiuf 1 i bey tele make a 
lettre of. deffyaunce of which* the itimm fblowetli, 

U» Bvrwmi M.Phdft. I. xxxiv., # TIw-« wbto mmwr wewd* 
any }mrt« to other, iltukl make h«» defyaet* tire day«t 
Imnm his deile. xfe» K, Hawkins Far. S« Sm (1847) 
Spatne l>rok« the p;«e with Huglactd . . and tiiM' by 
wmeh of ali ktuaes wf defiances, fe most rejwovcu, am! of 
least «p»ta 4 ion most liopotirafek k witli tmaipet mi 
herald to proclaiine and dtaotuic*, the w»r«.-lif piiMkk-« 
defiance. *649 Milton Tenure of King* Wki aiH/a The 
whol e p rof«t«t league raised" open war against - Charles 
the Fifth , , sent him a dcftiuae, rettoum.ed all faith md 
allegiance toward him, 

f b. At iieffame ; it enmity ©r hostility. Oh. 
Few* A, f M. (tfiiil III. 4 S74 C'te»»«- wo» Gdd, 
mm oe at dtlaae* with hit il« Bawtwta. 

Grenkwey Tmittu ’ A m. hi vii. aim* mIIi® rrottlncwat 
defuiswe with vs, x %4 X Htwirr # m* * si The 

two kinp. , » live at defiance, anti oft ibs«i the ptaoe &vm« 
pay deerolf far tk-ltta a«Mil©s. . .*705 Loga m m Pm. 

Hist, Sac. Mem, X. jjS, I have bms ever write the semifeg 
of that fetter , . at defiance with him. . 

2 . The act of defying or challenging to fight; 
a challenge or summons to a combat or contest ; 
a challenge to make good or maintain a -cause, 
assertion, etc. Cartel of defiance : see Cartel and 
quots. 

c X 43 » Lvdo. Boehm n Pro!. ( 1554 ^ 40 a, Venue m fortune 
maketh a ckfiaumce, X3R7 Mirr, Mag.,, Brmmm xxv, l a 
sound defiatmee, fyns, aiui swe-rd- and fight. *Sfl Shaksl 
&kk* ll t iiL, iii/tj© Shall .we . scad rfeSaw t# ilit ? 
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1639 tr. Camus' Moral Relat. 303 Saluted By a letter of 
defiance, which max'ked out the houre and the place where 
he should come with a second. 1753 Johnson, Defiance . . 
a challenge to make any impeachment good. 1831 Brew- 
ster Newton (1855) II. xv. 64 He could not dispense with 
answering, . . Sir Isaac Newton . .who had given him a defi- 
ance in express terms. 1836 Froude Hist. Eng. (1858) II. 
ix. 372 To the king, the pope’s conduct appeared a defiance ; 
and as a defiance he accepted it. 

3 . The act of setting at nought ; open or daring 
resistance offered to authority or any opposing 
force. 

1710 Steele^ Taller No. 98 IP 3 Remarkable for that Piece 
of good Breeding peculiar to natural Britons, to wit Defiance. 
a 1714 Sharp Wks. VI. DLs. vin. (R.), This open and scan- 
dalous violation and defiance of his most sacred fundamental 
laws. 1883 Froude Short Sind , IV. 1. ix. 103 The open 
disobedience of the order . . could be construed only as 
defiance. 

4 . Phr, a. To bid defiance to : to defy, declare 
hostility to ; to brave, set at nought ; so to set at 
defiance. 

1621 Burton Anat. Mel. n. in. nr. (1676) 2x0 He set her 
[Fortune] at defiance ever after. 1667 Decay Chr. Piety \ J.), 
The Novatian heresy ... bade such express defiance to apos- 
tacy. 1757 Cent in el No. 34. The fire of youth . . when 
agitated by any violent passion, .sets everything at defiance. 
1794 Sullivan View Nat , II, The Alps. See how scornfully 
they look down upon you, and bid defiance to the elements. 
184a Miss Mitford in L’Estrange Life III. ix. 144 They 
might have set the Tories at defiance. 

bv In defiance of: with daring disregard of; 
setting at nought. 

*750 Johnson Rambler No, 75 p 15 He carries me the first 
dish, in defiance of the frowns and whispers of the table. 
1816 Keatinge Trav. (1817) I. 15 Clung to . . in defiance of 
reason and sensation. 1874 Green Short Hist. tv. § 5. 202 
Gaveston . . was beheaded in defiance of the terms of his 
capitulation. 

-f 5 . Declaration of aversion or contempt ; rejec- 
tion. Obs. rare ~ K 

1603 Shaks. Meas.for M m. 1. 143 Such a warped slip of 
wildernesse Nere issu’d from his blood. Take my defiance, 
Die, perish. 

to. Distrust. Obs. rare— x . [— mod.F. dlfiance."] 
1662 Pepvs Diary 6 Jan., Major Holmes .. I perceive, 
would fain get to be free and friends with ray wife ; but I 
shall prevent it, and she herself hath adefyance against him., 
Defiant (difarant), a. [a. F. dfiant, OF. des-, 
deff, defiant , pr. pple. of defier, difier : see Defy 
and -ant. App. quite of modern use.] 

1 . Showing a disposition to defy ; manifesting a 
spirit of defiance. 

a 1837 Brydges dted in Worcester. 1840 Carlyle Heroes 
(1858) 289 The man's heart that dare rise defiant . . against 
Hell itself. . 1856 Froude Hist. Eng. II. xi. 5x0 The defiant 
attitude which she had assumed. 1863 Geo. Eliot Rovwla 
11. viii, She had started up with defiant words ready to burst 
from her lips. 

|| 2 . Feeling distrust. [«= mod.F. dlfianti] 

287a Lever Ld. Kilgobbin xv. (1875)98 He was less defiant, 
-or mistrustful 

Defiantly (d/forantlR, adv. [f. prec. + -ly 2 .] 
In a defiant manner; with defiance; daringly. 

1859 Haluwell Evid. Chr. 150 The early Christians . . 
•defiantly neglected the polytheistic worship, 2874 Green 
Short Hist. viii. § 3. 487 Buckingham ..stood defiantly at 
his master’s side as he was denounced. 

Deirantness. rare, [-ness.] The quality 
of being defiant. 

1872 Geo. Eliot Middlem. Ixi, He answered . . speaking 
with quick defiantness. 

fDefi'atory, a. Obs. rare— 1 , [f. Defy v.\ 
after words like commend~atoryl\ Bearing or 
conveying defiance. 

1635 Shklford Learned Disc. 276 (T.) The letters defiatory 
-of Achmet to Sigismund the Third. 

Defibrinate (el/forbrirndt), v. [f. De- II. i •+- 
Fibrin + -ate 3 .} tram. To deprive of fibrin. 
Hence Befrbrinated ppl. a . ; Defibrination;, 
the process of depriving of fibrin. So Defirbrinize 
v, [see -ize] = Defibrinate. 

1845 G, E. Day tr. Simon’s Amm. Client . 1 . 249 Density of 
defibrinated blood. 1880 Nature XXL 433 On diluting the 
fresh blood , . and exposing It after rapid defibrination. 1881 
G. F. Dow deswell in ' firnl. Micrasc. Sc. Jam 160, I"' have 
not found it necessary to defibrinate the blood. 2883 Syd. 
Soc. Lex., Defibriuize. 1885 Ogilvie, Defibrimse. 

t Deficience (diVrjens). Obs. [ad. late L. 
deficient ia, f. deficient-cm Deficient : see -ence.] 
The fact of being deficient ; failure, want, defi- 
ciency. 

1605 Bacon Adv. Learn , n, ii. § 4. it In these, kindes of 
•vnperfect Histories I ' 'doe ' assign no deficiency. 1642 ■ Ld. J. 
Digby Sp. in file. Com. 29. Jan. 20 The deficience of Parlia- 
ment hath bin the Causa Causarum of all the Mischiefs, 
2667 Milton P. L. viii. 426 Thou in thy self art perfect, and 
'In thee Is no deficience found* 2762-71 TI, Walpole Vertufs 
Anecd. Paint. (1782) V. 2 Want: of colouring is the capital 
•deficience of prints.' 1784 Johnson Lett, to Mrs. Titrate 
20 Mar., Imputing every' deficience to criminal negligence. 

Deficiency (clifrjensi). [f. as prec.: see-ENCY.J 
■ I. The ^quality dr 'state of being deficient; or want- 
ing ■« " failure ; want, lack, absence ; ■ insufficiency. 

2634 E. Knott Charity mainiaimd v. §-9 The Doctrine of 
the total deficiency 'of the visible Churchy which . . is Man- 
tamed by divers chief Protestants.' . 1646 Sir T. Browne 
Pseud. Bp. iv. v, x88 Scaliger finding a defect, in the reason 
of Aristotle, intraduceth one of no Jesse- defieieiicy hlmselfe. 
■.2767 ,B'LAcks?fqmb' Comm. II. 246 Escheats arising merely 


upon the deficiency of the blood, whereby the descent is 
impeded. 1793 Beddoes Math. Evid. 62 We may make up, 
by continued attention, for their deficiency of original acute- 
ness. 2797 M. Baillie Morb. Anat. Pref., Patients often 
explain very impeifectly their feelings, partly from the 
natural deficiency of language. 1863 Grote Plato I. i. 83 
These particles might be in excess as well as in deficiency. 

b. with a and pi. : An instance of this condition ; 
something wanting ; a defect, an imperfection. 

2664 H. More Myst. Iniq, 1 16 That there is a deficiency in 
the Merits of Christ. 2664 Power Exp. Philos., 1. 53 They 
discover the flaws and deficiencies of the latter. 2736 But- 
ler Anal. 1. v. Wks. 1874 I. gz Nature has endued us with 
a power of supplying those deficiencies, by acquired know- 
ledge. 2817 J. Scott Paris Revisit, (ed . 4) 284 The battle 
. . proved the existence of a deficiency in the latter quarter. 
1828 D’Israeli Chets. I , II. vii. 168 This consciousness of 
his own deficiencies is an interesting trait in his character. 
1853 J. H. Newman Hist. Sk. (1876) 1. 1. iii. 127 Where art 
has to supply the deficiencies of nature. 

c. Math. Deficiency of a curve : the number by 
which its double points fall short of the highest 
number possible in a curve of the same order. 

1865 Cayley Proc. Lend. Math. Soc. I. No. iii. It will be 
convenient to introduce the term ‘ Deficiency*, viz. a_ curve 
of the order n with hfi— z){«— 2) — D double points, Is said 
to have a deficiency = D. 1893 Forsyth Theory of Func- 
tions 356 The deficiency of a curve is the same as the class 
of the Riemann surface associated with its equation. 

d. The amount by which the revenue of a state, 
company, etc. falls short of the expenditure ; a de- 
ficit ; hence deficiency act, hill \ law (i. e. one to meet 
such a deficiency) ; the amount by which the assets 
of a debtor fall short of his liabilities ; hence defi- 
ciency account , statement. 

2. attrib . 

1719 W. Wood Surv. Trade 268 A considerable Sum of 
Money arising by the Deficiency Law. 2887 Daily News 
26 Oct. 6/8 None of the debtors have as yet filed deficiency 
accounts. 1887 Pall Mall G. 30 Nov. 9/1 The bankrupt 
was then questioned upon his deficiency statement. 

Deficient (dffrjent), a. and sb. [ad. L. defi- 
cient-em , pr. pple. of deficere to fail, orig, to undo, 
do away, take oneself away,, leave, forsake ; f. De- 

I. 6 4- facere to make, do. Cf. mod.F. deficient 
(1754 in Hatzf.).] A. adj. 

1. Wanting some part, element, constituent, or 
characteristic which is necessary to completeness, 
or having less than the proper amount of it; want- 
ing or falling short in something ; defective. 

2604 Shaks, Oth. 1. iii. 63 Being not deficient, blind, or 
lame of sense. 2632 Lithgow Trav. A Iv, Howsoever the 
Gift, and the Giver be deficient. 1632 T. Rudd Euelide 
A iv, The [Manuscript] Copie, in many places, was deficient. 
26S9O. Walker Oratory 32 Larirte words (where our lan- 
guage is deficient) Englished. 1663 Cowley Disc. Govt. 
0 . Cromwell (1669) 74 * n .the point of murder . . we have 
little reason to think that our late T vranny has been deficient 
to the examples . . set it in other Countreys. 2723 Steele 
Englishman No. rg. 121 We find our selves deficient in any 
thing else sooner than in our Understanding. 2738 Johnson. 
Idler No. 72 ? 1 Men complain ... of deficient memory. 2862 
Flo. Nightingale Nursing 5 The best women are wofully 
deficient in knowledge about health.. 2892 Law Times 
XCII. 94/1 Milk which on analysis proved to be deficient 
in fatty matter to the extent of about 33 per cent. 

fb. Gram. —Defective a. 5. Obs. c. Aril It. 
Deficient number : a number the sum of whose 
! factors is less than the number itself, d. Geom. 

I Deficient hyperbola : a cubic curve having only one 
| asymptote, t e. Mus. Applied to any interval di- 
minished by a comma. Obs, 

2727-51 Chambers CycL, Defective , or Deficient Nouns, 

1 in grammar. Ibid., Deficient Hyperbola, Ibid., Deficient 
; numbers . . Such, e.gr. is 8 ; whose quota parts are, 1, 2, and 
I 4 ; which, together, only make 7. 1753 Ibid., Supp. s.v. 

Interval, Limma of the Greek Scale, or deficient Semi-tone 
! Major. 

2. Present in less than the proper quantity ; not 
of sufficient force; wholly or partly wanting or 

| lacking; insufficient, inadequate. 

2632 J. Hayward tr. Blonds* s Eramena 14 Meere conjee- 
s' tures were deficient because the meanes (whereby to con- 
| jecture) were wanting. 1663 Cowley 2Xsr. Gw I O. Crom* 

1 well (1669) 70 If I should say, that personal kind of courage 
; had been deficient in the man. iqefi Anson's Voy. iii. iv. 333 
| Apprehensions that our stock of water might prove deficient. 

1856 Emerson Eng. T rails, Lit. Wks. (Bohn) 1 1. 109 Hallam. 
j is uniformly polite, but with deficient sympathy. 2881 Max* 
j well Electr. % Magn. I. 40 The quantity of fluid which 
I would be required to saturate it is sometimes called the.De- 
| ficient fluid. 

i *t 3, Deficient cause : that ‘ deficience \ failure 
i to act, or absence of anything, which becomes the 
j cr.use or negative condition of some result, Obs. 
j The conception and the phrase (causa deficiens) appear 
| first in St. Augustine, in his discussion of the ongin of 
I evil and of God’s relation to it, and are connected with his 
| doctrine that evil being nothing positive, but merely a defect, 

• could have no efficient, but only a deficient cause. It was 
j also used by Thomas Aquinas (who distinguished the phy- 
| sical sense of the phrase from the moral); in. English It 
I came into vogue during the Calvinistic-Arminian contro- 
1 versy in i6-i7th c., in reference both to the origin of evil 
j and to the reprobation of the wicked. Cf. Defective a. 6. 

[St. August. De Civ. Dei xn. vii, Nemo igitur quaerat 
j! efficientem caussam mate voluntatis, non enirn esc efficiens, 

I sed deficiens; quia nec ilia effect io est, sed ^ defectio ; ^ de- 
| ficere namque ab eo quod summum est, ad ids quod minus 
|! est, hoc est incipere habere voluntatem malam.] 

I 2581 J. Bell H addon's Ansae. Osor. 204 And hereof 


comraeththe destruction of the reprobates, .y* efficient cause 
wherof consisteth; truely in every of their own corruption, 
but the cause deficient in the will of God, 159® Barcklky 
Felic. Man (1632) 666 It [the cause of evil and sin] is no 
efficient but a deficient cause. *638 Womogk Exam. Tilenus 
40 There are sins of omission . . and if the deficient cause In. 
things necessary be the efficient, you know to whom such sins 
are to be imputed. 2677 Gale Crt. Gentiles 1 v. 11. vi § 3. 380 
As for moral evil he [Gad] is not the author or cause thereof 
as it is evil : because, moral evils as such have no efficient 
cause but only deficient. 2678 Ibid. iv. in. vi. 295 Gods con- 
curse is neither the efficient nor deficient cause of sin. 

1 4 . Failing, fainting ; of or pertaining to swoon- 
ing. Obs. 

1605 Shaks. Lear iv. vi. 23 He looke no. more. Least my 
braine turne, and the deficient sight Topple downe headlong., 
2632 Lithgow Trav, x. 438 A.. giddy headed Foole, (full 
of deficient Vapours), 
f B. sb. Obs. 

1 . Something that is wanting, or absent where it 
should be present. Tb. The want or absence of 
something; a deficiency. 

2640 G. Watts tr. Bacon's Adv. Learn. Pref. 23 To set 
down more than the naked Titles, or brief Arguments of 
Deficients. 1660 Sharrock Vegetables z Lord Bacon . . 
reckons it among the Deficients of Natural History. 2686 
Wilding in Collect. (Oxf. Hist. Soc.) I. 263 To y* mercer 
for deficients to my new suit. 

2 . Gram. A defective noun. 

1647 Ward Simp. Cobler 25 Like the Quce Genus m the 
Crammer, being Deficients, or Redundants, not to be 
brought under any Rule. 

3 . A person who fails to do what is required ; 
a defaulter. 

1697 Col. Rec . Pennsylv. 1 . 521 Y a Collectors had neither 
brought in the Monies they had Received, nor y ’ names of 
the deficients. 2719 Ayr Presbyt. Rec. in Ck. Life Scotl. 
(1883) I. i. 22 note , The deficients have all engadged to do it. 

Befi-ciently, adv. [f. prec, 4 - -ly 2,] in a 
deficient manner ; defectively, insufficiently. 

2702 Echard Eccl. Hist. (17x0) 279 After she had sacrificed 
many of her gallants who were too deficiently serviceable to 
her. 2818 Todd, Deficiently , in a defective manner, 
Deficile, obs. var. of Difficile a . 
f Befrcious, a. Ohs. rare, [irreg. f. L. defi* 
cere to fail ; cf. Deficient.] Deficient, lacking. 

2540-1 Elyot Image Gov. 6 Because they have been so- 
deficiouse of knowlage. 

Deficit (de*fisit, dffisit). [a. F. deficit (1690 in 
Hatzf.), a. L. deficit 4 it is wanting, there is want- 
ing* (from defiedre: see Deficient), formerly used 
in inventories, etc., to designate things wanting.] 

A falling short, a deficiency ; the amount by which 
a sum of money, or the like, falls short of what 
is due or required; the excess of expenditure or 
liabilities over income or assets. 

1782 Genii. Mag. LIT. 122/r The deficit in the accounts of 
men entrusted with public employment. 2787 T, J ef person 
Writ. (1859) H. 209 They see a great deficit in their revenues* 
1817 Bentham Pari. Ref. Catech , (1828) 75 In congress, 
where, in the very last year, there was a surplus . . instead 
of a deficit, as here. 1862 Musgrave By-roads 2x5 The 
hardier sex was compelled to make good the deficit arising 
from the withdrawal of female exertion. 2879 H, Fawcett 
in 29 th Cent . Feb. 194 (Government of India) Deficits have 
been repeatedly recurring, and debt has been steadily and 
surely accumulated. 

De fide : see De I. 4. 

Defie, obs. form of Defy v. and sb. 

Defied (diford), ppl. a. [f. Defy v.l + -ed.} 
Treated with defiance, challenged, braved. 

1 3 16 Byron. Stanzas to Augusta [it) vi. There’s more in 
one soft word of thine Than m the world’s defied rebuke. 

Defier (difbi-oi). [f. Defy vf + -bb L] One 
who defies, challenges, or braves. 

2585 T. Washington tx, Nicholay’s Voy. Turkic iv. xnL 
126 Zatasnicis, which signifieth . . defyers of men, for that 
every one of them are; bounde to fight agaynst tenne. 261a 
( Two Noble K.v. i. 120 , 1 am . . To those that boast, and have 
s not, a defyer. 2703 Rowe Ulyss. v. i, This Defier ©f the 
Gods. 2826 Miss Mitford Village Ser. 11. (1863) 372 The 
| girls, .more sturdy defiers of heat, and cold, and wet, than 
I boys themselves. 

j t Befiguration (dffigiuif^Jsn). Obs. [n. of 
I action from med.L. defigilrare to disfigure, f. De- 
! I. 6 + figurdre . to ' figure, fignra figure ; • cf. F. ■ df- 
: figureri] The action of disfiguring ; marring the 
j figure or appearance (of a thing); disfigurement. 

1585 T. Washington tr. Nicholay’s Voy., Turkic 11. Hi.. 73 b, 

; By such defiguration they do shew very horrible. ' 2628 
\ Br. Hall Rem. Wks. (1660) 30 These .traditions are defigur- 
! ations. and deformations, of 'Christ; exhibited.. ; 1830 Lams 
j Lett. (1837) II. 263 A certain' personal, defiguratloa in the-. 
! man -part of this extraordinary centaur. 

| d* Defi'gttre, vO , Obs. [a. OF. defigurer (12th 
j c.), var. of dcs-, dejfigurer, mod.F. difigttrer :—late 
j L. and Rom. disfigurare to Disfiguee.] An early 
synonym of Disfigure. 

1340- Hampole Pr. Const. 2340 Horrihely defygurd thurgh 
. . syn. 24. *. Eng. Miss (Warton Club) 24 Thow art defygurt, 

| thi eyne beth depe hollowed. 

t Be£gmre (di'fi'giui), vf Obs. [£ De- 1 . 3 +• 
Figure v. (cf. depict , . delineate) I\ - ^ - . - 

I 1 . trans. To represent by a figure or image ; to 
■ : figiare, : . delineate, 

I 1599* A. M. tr. GabelhouePs . Bk. Physicke 2x4/0; To be 
defigured or ' portraitede ■ ' in woode. ' ' ; ' 2632 Weever : ■ Anc. 

I Fun. Men,, 844 Two. stones as, they are. here defigured. : 


DEFILADE. 


2. fig. To represent symbolically, symbolize. 

1615 G. Sandys Treat, ii. 113 By this defigured they the 
perplexed life of man. . . 

f Befil, v. Obs. rare. To be or become stupid ; 
«* dialectal daffle : see Daff v. 

2570 Levins 126/37 To defil, neutre, stupire. 

: Defilade (defiled), sb. Fortif. [f. Defile v.j 
+ -adk. Difilade in F. appears not to have this 
sense, but only to be related to Defile vP] = De- 
filement 2 . 

1851 J. S. Macaulay Field Fortif. 105 The object of de- 
filade is so to regulate the relief of the parapets or covering 
masses, that the defenders may be perfectly screened by 
them from the view of the enemy. Ibid, xn It often hap- 
pens., that a single plane of defilade would give too great a 
relief. 2855 Portlock in Encycl. Brit. IX. 801/2 It is pre- 
ferable to excavate behind the parapet, whenever the defilade 
requires so great an increase of height. 1875 Cassell' s 
Techn. Educ. il . 106 The various practical operations that 
are gone through to ascertain how much the parapets 
should be raised to ebtain cover, are called defilade. 

Defilade (defiled), v. Fortif. [f. Defilade 
sb . : answering to mod.F. dijiler, Defile vPJ To 
arrange the plan and profile of fortifications, so 
that their lines shall be protected from enfilading 
fire, and the interior of the works from plunging 
or reverse fire (Stocqueler Mil. Encycl.). Hence 


Defila*ding vbl. sb. 

1828 J. M. Spearman Brit. Gunner (ed. 2) 227^ When 
a work is commanded by a height in front, the interior 
must be defiladed by elevating the parapet to such a height, 
that a line of fire from, .the hill . .may be everywhere at least 
eight feet above the terre-plein of the work. Ibid . 218 When 
a work is commanded in reverse, the parapet or traverse 
must be high enough to defilade the defenders of the ban- 
quette opposite the height. 1830 E. S. N. Campbell Diet. 
Mil. Sc. s,v. Defilement , The operation .. called Defile- 
ment, or Defilading, is of two kinds, in altitude and in 
direction. 2851 J. S. Macaulay Field Fortif 297 Proof that 
the defilading operations have been incorrectly executed. 

Defile (dr fail, dfferl), sbP Formerly 7-9 defild, 
8 defilee. [a. F, difiU ( 17 th c.), ppl. sb. from 
difiler to Defile vf : the final -4 was formerly 
often made -ee in Eng., but being generally written 
-e without accent, has come to be treated as e mute, 
the word being identified in form with Defile ».] 

1. Mil. A narrow way or passage along which 
troops can march only by files or with a narrow 
front ; esp. (and in ordinary use) a narrow pass or 
gorge between mountains. 

a. defili, defilee. 

2685 Lond. Gaz. No. 2064/2 They repassed the DefiMs on 
the side of the Moras. 2698 T. Froger Voy. 62 They are 
surrounded with high Mountains ; so that one cannot enter, 
or go out, but thro’ a Defili or narrow Passage. 2702 Lond. 
Gaz. No. 3723/2 In a Defilee between a great Moras and the 
River Adige. 2720 Ozf.ll Vertofs Rom. Rep. II. xiv. 340 
He was seized in the Defilees of those Mountains, 1796-7 
In sir # Reg. Cavalry 1x813) 259 The Regiment passes 
a defild, and forms in line of divisions. 2830 E. S. N. Camp- 
bell Diet. Mil. Sc., Defili. 

ft. defile. 

1686 Lond. Gaz. No. 2161/j A Valley, to which there was 
no passage hut by a very narrow Defile. 1729 De Foe 
Crusoe 1. xx. 353 A long narrow Defile or Lane, which we 
were to pass to get through the Wood, 1776 Gibbon Decl. 
4 F. I, xiv. 437 Constantine had taken post in a defile about 
half a mile In breadth, between a steep hill and a deep 
morass. 1828 Byron Ch. liar. iv. lxii, By Thrasimene’s 
lake, in the defiles Fatal to Roman rashness. xSSo Tyndall 
Glac. 1. xx. 139 [The glacier] squeezes itself through the 
narrow defile at the base of the Riffelhorn. 

2. The act of defiling, a march by files. (Also 
as Fr., defili.) 

1835 in H. Greville Diary 65 (Stanf.) In the Place Yen- 
d6me, where the King placed himself for the defili of the 
troops. 1880 C, E. Norton Church-build. Mia. Ages hi. 
200 She watched the defile through her narrow and em- 
battled streets of band after band of the envoys. 


Defile, sbf Fortif. rare . [1 Defile vP] 

The act of defilading a fortress. 

2864 in Webster. 

Defile (dzlbrl), vP Also 5-6 defyle. [An 
altered form of defoul, defoil, by association with 
File v. Defoul, orig. a. OF. defouler 1 to trample 
down, oppress, outrage, violate had, by the 14 th 
c., come to be associated with the Eng. adj. foul, 
and, in accordance with this, to be used in the 
sense * pollute’; in this sense Eng. had already the 
native verbs befoul and befile, also foul ixniffile 1 the 
latter :—OE. fylan umlaut deriv. of OE.ful, foul); 
and the example of these synonymous pairs appears 
to have led to the similar use of defile beside defend. 
What share, if any, the variant defoil had in the 
process does not appear.] 

f 1. trans. To bruise, maul : cf. Defoul v. Obs . 


c 1400 Rom. Rose fC> 7317 Men ne may. .Tearen the wolfe 
out of his hide. Till he be slaine backe and ride, Though 
men him beat and all defile [Fr. Ja tant n' iert bains nc 
torchies. Rime * beguile 

2. To render (materially) foul, filthy, or dirty; 
to pollute, dirty ; to destroy the purity, cleanness, 
or clearness of. ' 


[2432-50 tr. Higden (Rolls) I.- 185 Letters wryten were 
founde vndefilede at the end of the yere.] ' 1530 Palsgr. 
509/2," I defyle, I araye or soyle a thing. ■ fe sales .. This 
garment is ' sore, defyled. . 1535 Cover dale fob ix. 31 Yet 
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shuldest thou dyppe me in y a myre, & myne f^neclothes 
shulde defyle me. 1594 Latimer tthfierm. bef. Earn. VI 
(Arb.) 165 An evyll birde that defiles hys own nest 1626 
J. Pyer in Ellis Orig. Lett. Ser. 1. III. 247 1 he French 
had so defiled that House, as a weeks worke would not 
make it cleane. 1846 Trench Mime. xix. (2682) 325 it is 
not the agitation of the waters, but the sediment at the 
bottom, which troubles and defiles them. 1887 Stevenson 
Underwoods 1. xxx. 63 While I defile the dinner plate,_ 
fig . 2885 Prescott Philip II, I. n. 11L 182 I he stam of 
heresy no longer defiled the hem of her garment. 

3. To render morally foul or polluted ; to destroy 
the ideal purity of ; to corrupt, taint, sully. 

c 1325 [see Defiled], CX450 Pol. Rel. <$• L. Poems (1866) 104 
I am . . defyled with syne. 2460 Capgrave Chron. 63 Domician 
. . was . . in his last 3eres al defiled wit} vices. 2526-34 I indale 
Mark vii.15 Thoo thinges which procede out of him are those 
which defyle the man. 255S Tract in Stryp ejfccl Mem. 111 . 
App. xliv. 126 Oh ! miserable England, defiled with bloud 
by the Pope’s sword ! 26 . . Stilungfleet 1 J.), God requires 
rather that we should die than defile ourselves with im- 
pieties. 1747 Butler Serm. Wks. 1874 II. 302 Christianity, 
free from the superstitions with which it is defiled in other 
countries. 1875 Jowett Plato (ed 2) V. 167 The best things 
in human life are liable to be defiled and perverted. 

f 4. To violate the chastity of, to deflower ; to 
debauch. Obs. Cf. Defoul 4 . 

a 1400 Cov. Myst. (Shales. Soc.) 5 She wold not be defy- 
lyde With spot or wem of man. 1530 Palsgr. 509/2 , 1 aefyle, 

I ravysshe a mayden of her maydenheed, fe mole.. God 
defends that I sholde defyle her, and she a mayden. 2556 
Aurelia <$• I sab. (1608' Hj, She that .. hathe lever to dey 
than to be defiiede. 16x1 Bible Gen. xxxiv. 2 Shechem the 
son of Hamor . . tooke her, and lay with her, and defiled 
her. 1718 Prior Solomon in. 453 The husband murder’d, 
and the wife defil’d. 1769 Blackstone Comm. iv. 208 It 
must, .appear, that she was afterwards married, or defiled. 

5. To violate the sacredness or sanctity of ; to 
desecrate, profane. 

[Cf. c 2450 St. Cuthbert (Surtees) 335 And ]>&t Jus haly 
place be fyled.} ? a 1500 Wyclif's Wycket (3828) a 'I he 
armes of hyme shall stonde, and shall defyle the sanctuarye. 
2535 Coverdale 2 Chron. xxxvi. 14 [They] dyfyled the 
house of the Lorde. 2611 Bible Nek. xiii. 29 They have 
defiled the priesthood. 1683 Burnet tr. More's Utopia 
(1684) 144 Those that defile the Marriage- Bed. 
b. To render ceremonially unclean. 

2535 Coverdale Lev. xi. 44 Ye shal not defyle youre 
selues on eny maner of crepynge beest. 2622 Bible Lev. 
xxii. 8 That which dieth of it selfe..hee shall not eate to 
defile himselfe therewith. — ■ John xviii. 28 They themselves 
went not into the ludgement hall, lest they should be defiled. 
1882 F. M. Crawford Mr. Isaacs i, It is a criminal offence, . 
for a non-Hindu person to defile the food of even the lowest 
caste man. 

f 8 . To sully the honour of, to dishonour. Obs . 
2581 J. Bell H addon's A nsw. Osor. 29 b, This foule 
mouthed Gentleman depraveth and defileth the death of 
that godly man. 2590 Shaks. Mids. N. m. ii, 410 Come, 
recreant .. He whip thee with a rod. He is defil’d That 
drawes a sword on thee. 1708 Swift Let. Sacrum. Test, 
However his character may be defiled by such mean and 
dirty hands. 

+ 7. absol. To cause defilement or filth; to drop 
excrement. Obs. 

1547 BooRDE Brev. Health 4 Asses and moyles dyd defyle 
within the precynct of thechurche. 1596 Shaks 2 Hen. IV, 
11. iv. 456 This Pitch (as ancient Writers doe report) doth 
defile ; so doth the companie thou keepest. 
f 8 . intr. To become foul or unclean. Obs. 

2673 J. Caryl Nat. 4 Princ. Love 79 If you do not daily 
sweep your houses they will defile. 

Defile (diferl), v2 Mil* [a. F. difiler (1648 in 
Hatzf.), f. De- 1 .6+ file sb., File.] 

1. intr. To march in a line or by files ; to file off. 
Also transf. 

1705 A. R. Accompi. Officers ii, 90 Lest the Army being too 
long Defiling should be defeated by degrees, before it can 
form its. Lines. 2732 LediaRD Sethos II. x. 393 He began 
by making the troops defile. 181a Examiner 24 Aug. 531/2 
The division . . defiled on the right. 2857 H. Miller Test. 
Rocks ii, jxx That long procession of being which, .is still 
defiling across the stage. 

2. trans. To traverse by files, ? Obs. 

2761-a Hume Hist. Eng. (1806) IV. lvi. 293 He briskly 
attacked them, as they were defiling a lane. 

DefiTe, Fortif. rare . [a. F. difiler (14th c, 
desfilher to unthread, in Hatzf), f, di-, De- I. 6 + 
radical part of enfiler (^disenfikr) i see Enfile, 
Enfilade,] *= Defilade zl 

2864 in Webster, and in later Diets. 

Defiled (d/foifld), ppl. a. [f. Difile vP 4 -ed.] 
Polluted, sullied. 


fo 1325 N. E. A Hit. P. A. 724 Bot he com Wder ry3t as 
a chylde. . Harmlez, trwe and vndefylde,] 2530 Palsgr. 309/2 
Defyled as a thynge that is soyled, polu. x66o J**. 1‘aylor 
Worthy Cemmun. Introd. 6 Nor eat of this sacrifice with 
a defiled head. 1746-7 Hervey Medit. (1828) p. iii, Men of 
defiled habits and unclean lips. 2858 J. Martineau Stud. 
Ckr. 154 To tear out the defiled page of the past. 

Hence f 2 >efiTedness. 

1607 Hieron Wks. I. 328 The corruption and defilednesse 
of nature, which man brings with him into the world. 264a 
Rogers Naaman 542 , 1 speake of a defilednesse of heart. 

Defilee, obs. form of Defile sb . 1 
Defilement 1 (dilbi-lment). [f. Defile vP + 
-mint,] The act of defiling, the fact or state of 
being defiled. 

*634 Milton Comas 466 When lust-,. Lets in defilement: 
to the inward parts. 17 *2 Steele Sped. No. 286 p t The 
Chaste cannot rake into" such Filth without Danger of 
Defilement. 2814 Southey Roderick ii, Where. .It might 
abide,. From all defilement safe. 2862 Gen. P. Thompson 


Audi Alt. HI. cxxxii. 97 Those sources of ceremonial 
defilement. 

b. An instance of this; concr. anything that 
defiles. 

2571 Golding Calvin on Ps. x. 16 Y° holy land was at 
length purged from y ! defylements and filthmes, wherewith 
it was berayed. 2643 Milton Divorce Pref. (1851) 16 Manage 
lay in disgrace, .as a work of the flesh, almost a defilement, 
2699 W. Salmon Ars Chirurgica Title-p., Removal ol 
Defilements. 1834 Hr. Martin eau Earners ii. 33 Purifying 
himself from the defilements of the counter. 2872 Echo 31 
Jan., The defilements in water which are most fatal to man. 
Defilement Fortif. [a. mod.F . difikment 
(1785 in Hatzf.), f. defiler \ see Defile v . Tj The 
act or operation of defilading. 

2816 in James Milit. Did. 283 8 J. M. Spearman Brit. 
Gunner (ed. 2) 218 The banquettes and terre-pleins of ram- 
parts that are commanded, should be formed in planes 
parallel to the plane of defilement of the crest of the parapet. 
1830 E, S. N. Campbell Did. Mil Sc. 51 The operation. . 
called Defilement, or Defilading, is of two kinds, in altitude 
and in direction. .Defilement in Altitude is performed by 
raising the parapet, sinking the terrepleine, or constructing 
Traverses. 

Defiler (dffsrbi). [f. Defile vP 4 -er.] One 
who defiles ; also fig. ol things. 

2546 Bale Eng. Votaries 11. (R. , As a defyler of relygion 
and polluter of their hoi ye ceremonyes. 2580 Hou.vb.ani> 
Treas. Fr. Tong , . Corrompeur de femmes ou de files , 
a defiler of women, a deflourer of maydes, 2607 Shaks. 
Timon iv. iii. 383 Thou bright defiler Of Hi mens purest 
bed. a 2719 Addison (J.), I shall hold forth in my arms my 
much wronged child, and call aloud for vengeance on her 
defiler. 288a Spurgeon Treas. Deal. Ps, cxix. 9 The world, 
the flesh, and the devil, that trinity of defilers. 
Defilia*tion. twnce-wd. [f. De- II. 1 + L. 
fili-us son, fili-a daughter + -ation, after affilia- 
tion .] Deprivation of a son. 

282a Lamb Elia Ser. 1. Praise ChimneySw., The recovery 
of the young Montagu [may] be but a solitary instance 
of good fortune out of many irreparable arid hopeless 
defiliations. 

Defiling (d/forlfr}), vbl. sb. ff. Defile vP + 
-ing LJ The action of Defile vP ; defilement. 

1585 A bp. Sandys Serm. (1842) 67 We need not their after- 
cleansings, which in truth are defilings. 2586 J. Hooker 
Girald. Irel. in HoUmked II. 140/2 Indignation for this 
defiling of his holie sanetuarie. 2846 Kkki.e Lyra Innoc. 
(1873) 38 Washed from the world and sin’s defiling. 

Defiling, ppl. a. [-ing ' l ] That defiles. 
Hence Defi lingl.v adv. 

2889 Mona Caird Wing of A&rael I. ix. 1,49. It clung to 
her defflingly, as some slimy sea-weed clings* 
Definabjility* : difehn&biifti)* [f. next 4 -ity.] 
The quality of being definable, 

2865 Pusey Eire*, mo Many ... profound theologians., 
have impugned its definability, a x$0 j, .Grot a Exam, 
Utilit. Philos, vii. (1870) 13* The legal definability of it. 

Definable (d/Di-nab’l ), a. ff. Define v. 4 
-able.] Capable of being defined. 

a 1660 Hammond Wks. I. 291 (R.5 Great variety . . of . . 
opportunities, not defmeable particularly. 2682 Dryden 
Retig, Laid Pref, (Globe) 286 As if infinite were definable, 
or infinity a subject for our narrow understanding. 2840 
Carlyle Heroes 11858) 227 Islam is definable ms a confused 
form of Christianity, 2863 Geo. Elicit Romoim 11. xxvii. 
Something apart from all the definable interests of her life. 
.2893 F, Hall in Nation LVI 1 . 45/a The ordinary predicate , 
that briefly definable by ‘ affirm 
Hence Befi*nabXy adv. 

2805 Foster Am. x. iii 31 A state most clefinably corre- 
sponding to the subject of your attention. 

Define (d/foi ri), v. Forms; 4 doffine, 4-6 
diff-, defyne, 5 d©fi^ T ne, 5-6 difflne, dyffym, 
5~ define. [ME., a. Anglo- F. and Of, defim-r to 
end, terminate, determine ~ Fr. difinar ; a Romanic 
parallel form to L, defmiri to end, temmmU,. 
bound (f, De- L 3 -* fin ere to end, Finish), whence 
It. definire, Sp. dtfimr , IT. and OF. defmtr , de- 
finir, Defincr, the common form in OF,, is the 
only form given by Cotgr. 161 1, and survives in 
Picard, but has been superseded in F. by difmir, 
with adoption of the transferred senses of L de- 
finire. In mod. English also define is in sense the 
representative of L. definire. A parallel form 
dtfflturi, with dis- fgt s € De- I, 6) is also found in 
Latin texts, and the forms dtffiner, desfinir, diffmir 
{14-1 7th c.) m F. ; thence the Eng, variants in 
def ? dif-,dyf-,} 

tl. trans, fo bring to an end. Also intr. To 
come to an end, Obs. tare, 
c 1384 Chaucer H, Fame 344 For though your feme la*te 
a mmn Waytevpon this, conciuiyon, Ana ■■eke Inw that ye' 
determynen Aud for the mutt .part dlfytien. .1466' Maun* 
4* J/mmh. Exp* 370 .My .maityr gaff to Gomey. the ex* 
eheatowr, to deffyno an-offyse afiTtyr .Water Gorges' tlethe, 
xx, s. ■ 1494 Fabvan Ckrm. § The fourth Ip«rt! : «ic 3 ydi than 
at Constantyne ; The lyft Cadwaiauvr I 'haue-aluo 
difyued. tffim Pyrmmmfi ' Tk , , lAlw my mm) and line ye 
yet, tlMmot your life define By .Lyottet ragt f 

f b. To bring to an end (« controversy, etc*) ; 
to determine, decide, settle, Obs. 

2538 Starkey England n. id. urn Awl #s for al.othlr 
confrovtrsm I wold they ndbtiid 1* acfynyd at hoiae, 
Sm:mm l\Q. rv. til 3 Tlitse warlike i'h&mpmm . * Assembled' 
were in field the ehwenge to define xfixx Srs»o Tkmi, Gt, 
Brit ii, 116*41 aH What could tv t thett bt tlrfin d, wa*> 
•referred to the whole Shire. ' * wSyy B arhow Pope's Smpmtm, 
fi6%) 248 A more ready way to' ticiiw Cotitr©v«t«i» . ; 


DEFINE. 

2. To determine the boundary or spatial extent 
of ; to settle the limits of. Also fig. 

c 1400 Maundev. (1839) xxxi. 3x5 Gowtes, Artetykes, that 
me distreynen, tho diffynen the end of my labour a^enst my 
wille. 1843 Prescott Mexico I. 16 The limits already 
noticed as defining its permanent territory. x86x M. Patti- 
son Ess. (1889) I. 47 The duties of the guild towards the 
country and city, .were strictly defined. 1874 Green Short 
Hist. iv. § 2. 164 His first step was to define the provinces 
of the civil and ecclesiastical jurisdictions. 

b. To make definite in outline or form. (See 
also Defined.) 

1825 Wordsw. Essay Wks. (1888) 873/1 In nature every- 
thing is distinct, yet nothing defined into absolute inde- 
pendent singleness. 1869 Tyndall Notes Led. Light § 174 
For perfectly distinct vision it is necessary that the image 
on the retina should be perfectly defined. 

f 3. To set bounds to, to limit, restrict, confine. 
15*3 Douglas AEneis iv. ii. 30 Quhilkis na way diffynis 
The force nor strength of luif with his hard bandis ! 1624 
Dg Lawne tr. Du Moulin’ s Logickzi God is. .so present in 
all places, as he is neither limited, nor defined by any place. 
1643 Sir T. Browne Relig. M ed. 1. § 27 Wee doe too narrowly 
define the power of God, restraining it to our capacities. 

4. To determine, lay down definitely ; to fix, 
decide ; f to decide upon, fix upon. 

2535 Stewart Cron. Scot. II. 120 All the lordis for that 
samin thing, And commoun pepill . . did defyne The kingis 
bruther, cailit Constantyne. 1647 Clarendon Hist. Reb. 
11. (1843)43/1 The first canon defined and determined such 
an unlimited power and prerogative to be in the king. 1790 
Gibbon Misc. Wks. (1814) III, 510 The situation, the 
measure and the value of the estate cannot now be exactly 
defined, a 1794 Ibid. 1. 158 Two or three years were loosely 
defined for the term of my absence. 1867 E. Quincy Life J. 
Quincy 280 He * defined bis position to use a later political 
formula, very clearly. 

fb. intr. To determine, decide. Ohs. 
cx 374 Chaucer Troy Ins iv.362 Forth! I thus defyne : — Ne 
truste no wight to fynden in Fortune Aye properte; her 
yiftes ben commune. 140a Hqccleve Letter of Cupid 463 
Than wol we thus concluden and dyffyne : we yowcomaunde 
. .that, of thise false men our reble foon, ye do jDunyshment. 
1568 Grafton Chron. II. 351 Authoritieto enquire, intreate, 
defyne and determine of all manerof causes, querels, debtes. 
158a Munday Disc. E. Campion Cb, Neither was that 
barre appointed to define on causes of conscience. 26x2 
Bacon Ess. jfudicatm-e (Arb.) 450 The vniust ludge. .when 
hee defineth amisse of lands and property. 
f5. To state precisely or determinately ; to specify. 
(Const, with obj. clause or simple obj. ) Obs. 

c 1374 Chaucer Troylus hi. 834 Wherfore I wol deffyne. . 
That trewely for ought I kan espie Ther is no verray wele 
is Ms world here. xs5x Daus tr. Bullinger on Apoc. (1573) 
166 b, The day of iudgement can no man diffine. 1363 W. 
Fulke Meteors 1x640) 46 Cardan plainly defineth, that Am- 
ber is a mineral. 1669 Boyle Cent. New Ex per. 1. (1682)80 
Even clouds, .may reach much higher than Carden, Kepler, 
and others have defin'd. 

+b. intr. or absol. To make precise statement. 
CX380 Wyclif Serm. xciii. Sel. Wks. I. 330 Men shulden 
not here diffyne, but 3if God tolde it hem. c 2430 Lydg. 
Bochas 1. ix. (1544) 17 a, Of her byrth fyrst he doth defyne. 
2570 Act n, Eliz. c. 7 § 2 Persons being Bankrupt as is be- 
fore defined. x6oo Hakluyt Voy. in. 54 (R.) How then can 
such men define upon other regions.. whether they were 
inhabited or not. 

0. To state exactly wbat (a thing) is ; to set forth 
or explain the essential nature of. (In early use : 
To state the nature or properties of, to describe.) 

c X374 Chaucer Troylus v. 271 Swych a wo my wit kan not 
defyne. 14x3 Lydg. Pilgr. Sowle v. i. (.1859) 7 2 The beaute 
of this mansion ne maye no man telle, ne diffyne the ioye, 
and the grete arraye. 1484 Caxton Curiall 5 That thou 
mayst the better knowe now the courte I wyl descryue and 
dyffyne it to the. 1526 Pilgr. Per/. <W. de W. 1531) 67 b, 
What it is, Saynt Bernarde declareth . . diffynynge or dis- 
cribynge it in this wyse. 1555 Eden Decades Pref. (Arb.) 49 
Cicero defineth trewe glory to bee a fame of many and greate 
desertes. 1677 Gale Crt. of Gentiles iv. 292 He that per- 
fectly comprehends and defines a thing gives limitsand bounds 
to that thing in his intellect. 17x0 Addison Whig Exam. 
No. 4 ri Hudibras has defined nonsense (as Cowley does 
wit) by negatives. 1777 Priestley Matt. <5- Spin (1782)1. 
xx. 257 Descartes defined the essence of the soul to consist 
m thinking. 1846 Mill Logic In trod. §x To define, is to 
select from among all the properties of a thing, those which 
shall be understood to be designated and declared by its 
name. 1875 Jowett Plato (ed. 2) III. 184 Genius has been 
defined as ‘ the power of taking pains *. 

b. To set forth or explain what (a word or ex- 
pression) means ; to declare the signification of (a 
word). [Not recognized by J.] 

1532 More Cottfut. Tindale Wks. 608/2 All hys. other 
sygnificacions I lette passe. .except onely that which he 
bath also diffyned false. x$$x T. Wilson Logike (1580) 14 
Therefore ye muste needes have these Predicamentes ready, 
when soever ye will define any worde, or give a naturall 
name unto it. 1724 Watts Logic 1. vi. § 2 In defining the 
name there is no need that we should be acquainted with 
the intimate nature or essence of the thing. 1791 Boswell 
Johnson an. 1755 (1887) I. 293 A lady once asked him how 
he came to. define Pastern ‘the knee of a horse \ 18S5 
Davidson Logic of Definition 86 Horse cannot be otherwise 
defined in a dictionary than as a well-known quadruped, 
used as a beast of burden and in war. 

c . intr. or absol. To frame or give a precise 
description or definition. 

1387 Turberv. Trag. T. (1837) 200 For that of love so 
derely he definde. 1643 Milton Tetrach. 1x851) 168 Then 
'Only we know certainly, when we can define. '1756: Burke 
Suit f B. Introd. Wks. I. 97 When we define we seem in 
danger of circumscribing nature within the bounds of our 
own notions. 2803 Ouida Held in Bondage (1870) 8x Hang 
it, Arthur, whjrdo you set me defining? 
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7 . transf. Of properties: To make (a thing) 
what it is ; to give a character to, characterize ; 
to constitute the definition of. 

1633 G. Herbert Temple, Invitation ii, Come ye hither 
all, whom wine Doth define, Naming you not to your good. 
2648 Milton Tenure Kings (1650) 55 Being lawfully depriv’d 
of all things that define a magistrate. X875 Bennett & Dyer 
Sachs' 1 s Bot. 1. iii. 180 The tout ensemble of properties which 
define the character of the natural group, class, or order. 

8. To separate by definition, to distinguish by 
special marks or characteristics {from), rare. 

1807-8 W. Irving Sabnag. xii. (i860) 280 By this is defin’d 
The fop from the man of refinement and mind. 2839 Mur- 
chison Silur. Syst. 1. xxxiv. 456 It is difficult to define the 
subsoil of Silurian rock from that of the Old Red Sandstone. 

Defined (d/fsrndb ppl. a. [f. prec, 4 - -ED.] 
Having a definite outline or form ; clearly marked. 
Also fig. 

<2x727 Newton (J.\ When the rings appeared only black 
and white, they were very distinct and well defined. 1849 
Mrs, Somerville Connect. Phys. Sc. xxxvii. 436 The central 
matter is so vivid and so sharply defined that the nebula 
might be taken for a bright star. 1832 H . Rog rrs Eel. Faith 
(1853) 125 His [man’s] animal nature is more defined than 
his intellectual. 

Hence Defimedly adv. 

X82X Scott Kenilw. xxiii, Definedly visible against the 
pure azure blue of the summer sky. 

Refinement (diTsrnment). rare. [a. obs. F. 
ddfmement (161 1 in Cotgr.),in OF. de-, defi, difiinc- 
inent (see Godef.) termination, end, f. OF. definer : 
see Define w.] 

1 . Definition, description. 

x6oa Shaks. Ham, v. ii. 117 Sir, his definement suffers no 
perdition in you. 1867 Eng. Leader 15 June 326 Define- 
ment is always by the contrary. Everything is defined by 
its contrary : night by day, dark by light. 

1 2 . Limitation, restriction. Oos. 

1643 Hunton Treat. Monarchy 1. ii. 16 This Legali Allay 
and definement of Power. 1644 — Vind. Treat . Monarchy 
iv. 27 A Civil! and Legali definement of Authority. 

Definer (dtfbrnaj). [f. Define v. + -erL] 
One who or that which defines. 

1589 Puttenham Eng. Poesie m. xix. (Arb.) 239 margin , 
Orismus, or the Definer of difference. 1645 Milton Colast. 
(1851) 347 Yee see already what a faithfull definer wee have 
him. 1779 81 Johnson L. P., Pope Wks. IV. 137 To cir- 
cumscribe poetry by a definition will only shew the narrow- 
ness of the definer. 1847 Emerson Re fir. Men , Uses Gt. Men 
Wks. iBohn) I. 278 A definer and map-maker of the latitudes 
and longitudes of our condition. 

Defining (dftbrniij), vbl. sb. [-lira 1 .] The 
action of the verb Define ; definition. 

1382 Wycijf Ezek. xliii. 13 The diffynyng, or certeyniee, 
therof [definitio ejus ] vn to the lippe . . therof in cumpas, 
o palme. 1530 Palsgr. 213/2 Diffynmg, dijfinissement , dijfi - 
nition. 1581 Mulcaster Positions xxxvi. (1887) 138 Plato 
in his . . defining of naturall dignities. 1668 Wilkins Real 
Char. Ded. A ij, The business of Defining, being amongst 
all others the most nice and difficult. 1847 Emerson Refir. 
Men , Plato Wks. (Bohn) I. 292 This defining is philosophy. 

Defining, ppl. a. [-ing 2 .] That defines. 

1773 J. Ross Fratricide r. 17 (MS.) Defining ears, which 
idolize The dignifying climax of thy verse. 1885 A theneeum 
4 Apr- 441/2 The various defining spheres, 
t Defrnisll, v. Obs. rare. In 4 difSnisss, -issh. 
[ad. GF. definiss -, dijfiniss lengthened stem of 
definirx see Define.] trans. To define. 

c 1374 Chaucer Boeth. in. x. 88 piike goode pat j?ou hast 
diffinissed a lytel her byforne. 

Definite (definit), a. (sb.) Also 6 disunite, 
7 definit. [ad. L. defimt-us defined, bounded, 
limited, distinct, precise, pa. pple. of defmirex 
see Define. Cf. obs. F. ddjinit , -ite (1504 in 
Godef.).] 

X. Having fixed or exact limits ; clearly defined, 
determinate, fixed, certain ; exact, precise. (Of 
material, or, more commonly, immaterial things.) 

*553 T- Wilson Rhet. 1 Either it is an infinite question 
and without ende, or els it is definite and comprehended 
within some ende . . Those questions are called definite, 
which set forthe a matter, with the . . narayng of place, 
tyme, and^ persone. a 1586 Sidney (J.), The goddess, who 
in a definite compass can set forth infinite beauty. 2644 
Milton Educ. Wks. i 1847) 98/t Either by the definite will 
of God so ruling, or the peculiar sway of nature, which also 
is God’s working. 1691 T. H[ale] Acc. New Invent. 122 
The clear and definite understanding of the several parts of 
the Ship. 1726 Ayliffe Parergon 50 In a charge of Adul- 
tery, the Accuser ought to set forth . . some certain and defi- 
nite time. 1823 Lamb Elia Ser. 11. Confess. Drunkard , 
Those uneasy sensations .. worse to bear than any definite 
pains or aches. 1839 Dickens Z.^.(x88o) II. 85,! must give 
some decided and_ definite answer. 1860 Tyndall Glac. 1. 
xxiv. 174 A definite structure was in many places to be 
traced. 1874 Green Short Hist. v. § 4. 238 Even this class 
[serfs] had now acquired definite rights, 

b. transf. Said of persons, in reference to their 
actions (opinions, statements, etc.). 

x6xx Shaks. Cymb. 1. vi. 43 Idiots in this case of fauour, 
would Be wisely definit. a 16x9 Fotheresy Atheom. il vii, 
§ 7 (1622) 277 As definite as hee was in appointing the set 
time of the dissolution of Babilon. Mod. Be more definite 
in your statements. 

2 . Gram . a. Applied, in German and Early 
English grammar, to those inflexions of the adjec- 
tive which are used when preceded by the definite 
article or some equivalent. Tb. Of verbs: = Finite. 
rare . C. Definite article', a name for the demon- 
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strative adjective the , and its equivalents in other 
languages,as indicating a defined or particularized 
individual of the species denoted by the noun, 

d. Past or preterite definite : the name in French 
Grammar of the tense which coincides historically 
with the Latin preterite or perfect, and corresponds 
in sense to the Greek aorist and English simple 
past: e.g. il vint, he came. 

1727-31 in Chambers Cycl. *763 W. Ward Grammar 1. 
xxii 103 ‘ The ^ is called the definite article. Ibid. iv. ii. 158 
The verb in this character [i.e. infinitive] may be . . used as 
a nominative case, on which a definite verb depends. 1824 
L. Murray Eng. Gram. (ed. 5) I. 68 The is called the defi- 
nite article; because it ascertains what particular thing or 
things are meant: as, * Give me the book*. 1835 Forbes 
Hindtistdni Gram.( 1868) x8 Arabic nouns have frequently 
the definite article . . of the language prefixed to them. 1874 
R. Morris Chaucer’s Prol., etc. (Clar. Press Ser.) Introd. 

33 Adjectives, like the modern German, have two forms— 
Definite and Indefinite. The definite form preceded by the 
definite article, a demonstrative adjective, or a possessive 
pronoun, terminates in -e in all cases of the singular, 

8 . Bot. a. Said of inflorescence having the cen- 
tral axis terminated in a flower-bud which opens 
first, those on the lateral branches following in 
succession : also called centrifugal ox determinate. 
b. Of stamens or other parts of the flower ; Of a 
constant number not exceeding twenty. 

1843 Lindley Sch. Bot. iv. (1858) 25 Stamens definite ; that 
is to say, obviously corresponding in number with the sepals 
and petals. 1876 J. D. Hooker Bot. Primer 45 Definite, 
because the axis is terminated by a flower and does not 
elongate. 2880 Gray Struct. Bot. v. 144 The kinds of 
Inflorescence . . are all reducible to two types . . Indefinite 
and Definite, or . . Indeterminate and Determinate. 

B. sb. 1. Something that is definite ; spec, in 
Gram . : fa. A definite tense ; b. A noun de- 
noting a definite thing or object. 

1530 Palsgr. Introd. 31 The fyrst [conjugation] is chefly 
ruled by E, saufe that in his diffynites he torneth into A. 
1817 Coleridge Biog. Lit. 144 Fancy, .has no other counters 
to play with, but fixities and definites, 1843 Stoddart 
Gram, in Encycl. Metrop. I. 55 The Latin nouns in io [as 
actio] seem properly to have been definites ; that is to say, 
that they <originaily signified only a certain number of acts, 
and not action in general. 

f2. ‘Thing explained or defined* (J.). Obs. 

1726 Ayliffe Parergon xxo Special Bastardy is nothing 
else but the Definition of the general, and the general again, 
is nothing else but a Definite of the Special. 

Definitely (de-finitli), adv. [f. prec. + ~ly 2 .] 
In a definite manner ; determinately, precisely. 

1381 Mulcaster Positions xxxvi. (1887) 140 For the choice 
of wittes definitely. 1631 Hobbes Govt. $ Soc. xvi. § 4. 265 
He must definitely acknowledge him. a x8oo H. Blair 
Ser>n, III. iv. (R.), [Middle age] cannot have its peculiar 
character so definitely marked and ascertained. 2867 Free- 
man Norm. Cong. (187 6) I. iv. 187 The_ relations between 
Normandy and Brittany were now definitely settled. 

Definiteness (de*finitnes). [-NESS.] The 
quality of being definite. 

1727 Bailey vol. \\, Dcfiniteness, certainty, limitedness. 
1837- 9 H allam Hist. Lit . 1. ix. § 5 The definiteness of solu- 
tion, which numerical problems admit and require. 1873 
Jowett Plato (ed. 2) V. 487 From this want of definiteness 
in their language they do a great deal of harm. 

Definition (defmi-Jbn). Forms: a. 4-6 difiSL- 
nieioun, etc. (with usual interchange of i and y) p 
5-6 -tiou, etc., 6 Sc. -fcioun ; 0. 5-6 defi-, 6 
defynicion(e, 6 - definition, [a. OF. de~, def- t 
dijfinicion (also definis on), ad. L. defimtion-em 
(also in MSS. dijfi), n. of action from deftnire : 
see De fine. CffPr. dijfi, dejfinicio , Sp. definition^ 
It. difinizione . ] 

f 1. The setting of bounds or limits ; limitation, 
restriction. Obs. rare. 

c 1386 Chaucer Wife's Prol. 25 Yit herd I never tellen . . 
Uppon this noumbre diffinicioun. 1483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 
403 b/2 Thenne said he ben they knowen which men shal 
suttre thyse passyons without dyffynycion. 

2. The action of determining a controversy or 
question at issue ; determination, decision ; spec, a 
formal decision or pronouncement of an ecclesi- 
astical authority. Obs. exc. in specific use. 

1382 Wyclif Dan. xi. 36 Diffinicioun, or dome [1388 deter- 
mynynge] is fully don. 1532-3 ^^24 Hen. VIII, c. 12 § 9 
A finall decree, sentence, judgement, diffinicion, and deter- 
minacion. 1552 Abp. Hamilton Catech. (1884) 41 The deter- 
minatiouns and diffinitiouns of general counsellis. 1634 R. 
H . Salernes Regiment 13 This question ..whether a man 
should eate more at Dinner, or at Supper. For definition 
hereof, it is to be noted [etc.]. x66x Bramhall ^x/? Vind. 
viii. 241 This challenge of infallibility diminisheth their 
[councils'] authority, discrediteth their definitions. 1864 
J. H. Newman Apol. 392 Infallibility cannot act outside of 
a definite circle of thought, and it must in all its decisions, 
or definitions, as they are called, profess to be keeping 

: within it. ' 

8 . Logic, etc. The action of defining, or stating 
exactly what a thing is, or what a word means. 

2643 Milton Tetrach. (185X) 168 Definition is that which 
refines the pure essence of things from the circumstance. 
1690 Locke Hum. Und. 111. iii. § 10 Definition being nothing 
but making another understand by Words, what Idea the 
Term defin'd stands for. 1730 Bailey (folio], Definition 
(with Logicians), an unfolding the essence or being of a thing 
by its kind and difference. 2838 J. M artineau Sind. Chr. 226 
Definition Is always an enclosure of the true by exclusion of 
the false, i860 Abp. Thomson Laws Th. § 54. 82 Definition 
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expounds all die marks implied in the notion, and so 
represents to us the nature or specific character of it. 

§ 6o. in. x88£ W. L. Davidson Logic of Definition 32 

It is the object Of Definition to determine the nature or 
meaning - or signification of a thing; in other words, definition 
is the formal attempt to answer the question, ‘ What is it ? 
4 . A precise statement of the essential nature of 
a thing; a statement or form of words by which 
anything is defined. 

1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R, xix. cxvi. (1405) 920 Some 
thyngeshauebut one dyffynycyon. c 1450 tr. De Imitations 
1. i. 2, 1 desire more to knowe compunecion hen his diffinycion. 
155s T. Wilson Logike 14 A definition of the substaunce is 
a speach which sheweth the very nature of the thing. 2571 
Digges Pantom. 11. v. M ij b, Of quadrangles, .there are fiue 
sortes, as appeereth in the Diffimtions. 1633 Massinger 
Guardian v. iv, His victories but royal robberies, And his 
true definition— -A Thief. 1710 Steele Taller No. 62 V 14 
Propriety of Words and Thoughts, which is Mr. Dryden's 
Definition of Wit. 1758 J ohnson Idler N o. i f 4 It has been 
found hard to describe man by an adequate definition. 1842 
Grove Corr. Phys. Forces 75 The old definition of force 
was, that which caused change in motion. 1864 Bowen Logic 
94 A Definition consists primarily of two parts, the Proximate 
Genus and the Specific Difference of the Concept defined, 
b. A declaration, or formal explanation of the 
signification of a word or phrase. [Not recognized 

? ,2*500 Wydifs IVycket Sub-Title, A verye brefe diffinition 
of these wordes, Hoc est corpus^ mown. 2551 T. Wilson 
Logike 14 A definition of a word is any maner of declaration 
of a word. 1724 Watts Logic 1. vi. §2 A definition of the 
name being only a declaration in what sense the word is 
used, or what idea or object we mean by it. 1755 Johnson 
Prefi to Diet ,, As nothing can he proved but by supposing 
something intuitively known, and evident without proof, so 
nothing can be defined hut by the use of words too plain to 
admit a definition. *791 Boswell Johnson an. 1755 (2887) 

I . 293 The definitions have always appeared to me such v 
as indicate a genius of the highest rank. . . A few of his 
definitions must he admitted to be erroneous. xSSg W._L. 
Davidson Logic of Definition 87 No [dictionary] definition 
of * Gold' will be sufficient that does not contain a reference 
to its colour, which supplies us with the distinct meaning 
‘golden ’. 

5. The action of making definite ; the condition 
of being made, or of being definite, in visual form 
or outline; distinctness; spec, the defining power 
of a lens or optical instrument, i.e. its capacity to 
render an object or image distinct to the eye. 

1859 Reeve Brittany 137 We were content . . to sacrifice 
the artistic definition of the trees. i85o Tyndall Glac. 1. 
atvfii. 125 The stratification, .was shown with great beauty 
and definition. 1878 Newcomb Pop. Astron. n. i. 138 The 
definition of this telescope is very fine. 

b. pen. Definiteness, precision, exactitude, rare. 
x856 Argyll Reign Law i. (ed. 4} 8 A fallacy is getting 
hold upon us from a want of definition in the use of terms. 

6 . Comb. 

185 6 R. A. Vaughan Mystics (i860) I. 209 Alas, for our 
poor definition-cutter, with his logical scissors 1 


Defiiartioiial, a. rare. [f. prec. p-al.] Of, 
pertaining to, or of the nature of a definition. 

xB6a Athenaeum 11 Sept. 329 The definitional rule judi- 
ciously laid down by Mr. Hazlitt, that a proverb should have 
a figurative sense, an inner sense or an approximate sense. 

Befiaitiv© (clilrmtlv), a. and sb. Forms ; 4-6 
difflnityf, -inytifj -ynybif(&, 5 defynytyfe, de- 
fenytyfBe, 6 dyfflkatyne, definytine, 6-7 diffi- 
nitive, 7 definatiire, 6- definitive, [a. OF, de- 
finitif diffinilifi -im (12th c.), ad. L. de-, dijfini- 
tw-us, f. ppl. stem of dlfinire ; see Definite.] 

A. adj. Having the function of defining, or of 
being definite. 

1. Having the function of finally deciding or 
settling; decisive, determinative, conclusive, final: 
esp. in definitive sentence , and the like. 

_ c 1386 Chaucer Doctors T. 172 The luge answerd of bis 
In his absence I may not qktc diffinityf sentence. ' 1474 
Caxton Chesse hi. vi Hvh, The theef was. .taken, .and by 
sentence diffynytif was hanged. 1523 Ln. Berners Froiss. 

I. xxiv. 35 It was the moneth of May folowyng, or [=ere] 

■ they had aunswere dyffinatyue. . 1583 Stubbes A nat. A bus. 

II. (1882) 106 Maye they as Capytail fudges, gene definytiue 
sentence of Iyfe and death vpon malefactors. x<5oi R. 
Johnson Kingd, 4 Common. (1603) 57 'Upon hearing of both 
parties, judgment definative is given, and may not be 
repealed. . .■ 1688 A nsw. Talon'' s Plea. 3 Barely to say with 
a definitive Gravity, Here’s a great abuse. _ 1748 Richardson 
Clarissa (1811) I. xr Expecting a definitive answer. . . 1763 

' ■ Wilkes Corr. (1805} 1 . 84 The definitive treaty is now signed. 
1855 Macaulay Hist. Eng. IV. 527 A jury had pronounced; 
ihe verdict was definitive. 

t b. transf. of persons. Ohs. 

*6 03 Shaks. Meas. for M. v. . i, 432 Neuer crane him, we are 
■definitive,, Away, with him to death. 1639 Fuller Holy 
: Warjy.v. (1647) 176 Desiring, rather to : be scepticall then 
definitive in the causes of Gods judgements. 1741 Richardson 
Pamela (1824) 1 . 104 , 1 will .make you . , my adviser in this 
matter, ■ though not, .perhaps, my definitive judge, 

c. That settles or determines bounds or limits, 
5860 J, P. Kennedy W. Wirt I, xiii. 164 [This] .point of 
view should lead to a just and. definitive limitation of the 
'boundaries. 


2. Having the character of finality as a product ; 
determinate, definite, fixed and final. In Biol. 


opposed to formative or primitive^ as 'definitive 
organs, definitive aorta. 

. a 1639 Wotton (J.\ [It] being .the, very definitive sum of 
this art, to distribute usefully and gracefully a well chosen 
plot. • 164 6 Sir. T. Browne. Pseud, Ep. 1. vi, Other Authors 


write often dubiously, even in matters wherein Js expected 
a strict and definitive truth. 182 1 J. Q. Adams in C. Davies 
Metr. Syst. m. (1871) 174 The temporary system established 
by the law of 1st August, 1793. The definitive system 
established by the law of xoth December, 1799. x86$ Daily 
Tel 30 Oct. 4/4 Some days will probably elapse before we 
shall be able to announce a definitive result. 187 8 Newcomb 
Pop. Astron. m v. 399 A definitive orbit of the comet* z888 
Rdlleston & Jackson Forms of Animal Life 803 I he 
primitive ovum divides ; one of the cells thus produced 
grows into the definitive ovum. 

f 3 . Metaph. Having a definite position, but not 
occupying space : opposed to circumscriptive. Ohs . 

[1329, *624 see Definitively 2.] 1657 Hobbes Absurd 
Geom. Wks. VII. 385 Definitive or circumscriptive, and 
some other of your distinctions . . are but snares. 166s 
Glanvill Seeps. Sci. xiii. 73 Who is Jt that retains not a 
great part of the imposture, by allowing them a definitive 
Ubi, which is still but Imagination ? 

4 . That makes or deals with definite statements. 
a 16x9 Fotherby A theom. 11. ix. § 2 (1622) 296 Plutarch is 

[ more definiliue, and punctuail, in this point. x86z Lit. 
Churchman VIII. 6/1 We should be glad to see more de- 
finitive teaching on the nature of Church Communion. 

5 . That serves to define or state exactly what a 
thing is ; that specifies the individual referred to ; 
esp. in Gram. (Formerly used of the Definite 
article, and of the Finite verb.) 

1731 Bailey vol. II, s.v. Article, Definitive Article, the 
article {the) so called, as fixing the sense of the word it is put 
before to one individual thing. 1765 W. Warp Gram. iv. 
iv. 1 64 Of the verb definitive. 1800 W. Taylor in Monthly 
Mag. VIII. 797 To preserve a name of sect, which ought to 
be simply definitive, from sliding into a term of reproach. 
1824 L. Murray Eng. Gram. (ed. 5) I. 231 When a noun of 
multitude is preceded by a definitive word, which clearly 
limits the sense to an aggregate with an idea of unity, it 
requires a verb . . in the singular number ; as , *A company 
of troops was detached \ *854 Elljcott Galat 87 The . . 
definitive force of the article. 

6. Concerned with the definition of form or out- 
line. rare. 

18x5 W. Taylor in Monthly Rev. LXXVI. 115 The line- 
less delicate contours of youth and bloom embarrass the 
definitive skill even of a Correggio. 

B. sb. (the adj . used elHpt.) 
fl. A definitive sentence, judgement, or pro- 
nouncement. Ohs. 

1595 Hubeocke Apol. Infants Unhapt, ix Is there no par- 
don from this general damnatorie sentence and cruell de- 
finitiue? 1660 R. Coke Power <$■ Sub/. 134 judgment is 
the definitive of him who by right commands, permits, or 
fbrhids a thing. 1804 Europ . Mag. in Spirit Pub. Jrnls. 
(1805) VIII, 135 In spite of the Definitive, we shall have 
another battle of the books. 

2 . Gram. A definitive word. 

175* Harris Hermes (1841) xy o Definitives . . are commonly 
called by grammarians, * articles,’ articuli, hpBpa. They 
are of two kinds, either those properly . . so called, or else 
the pronominal articles, such as this, that, any, &c. 3786-58 
H. Tooke Parley I. 20 About the time of Aristotle, when 
a fourth part of speech was added,— -the definitive, or article. 
1824 L. Murray Eng. Gram. (ed. 5) I. 71 As articles are by 
their nature definitives . . they cannot be united with such 
words as are . . as definite as they may be ; (the personal 
pronouns for instance). 

Definitively (difrmtivli), adv. [f. prec. + 
-LY A] In a definitive manner. 

1 . So as to decide or settle the matter ; decisively, 
conclusively, finally, definitely. 

*532-3 Ac/ 24 Hen, VIII, c. xz § 2 All causes testamen- 
tarie . . shall be . . finailye and diffmitiuely adiudged and 
determined within the Kynges jurisdiction. 3639 Ornttlis 
Servita* s Inputs, xxxvi. (1676) 833 Contumacious Persons 
shall he lramshed, either definitively, or for a time. 1659 
Milton Civil Pcnver in Eccl. Causes Wks. 6:847 * 415/1 No 
man, no synod, no session . .can judge definitively the sense 
of Scripture to another man’s conscience. 1753 Manway 
Trav. 1x762) I. in. xiii. 198 , 1 desired he would tell me defi- 
nitively what number of men he would give me for a guard. 
1856 Froude Hist. Eng. ix 8581 Lib 132 Henry. . definitively 
breaking the Spanish alliance, formed a league with F rands f. 
1871 Blaciue Four Phases i. 55 To settle definitively that 
much-vexed question. 

f 2 . Metaph , So as to have a definite position, 
but not take up space 1 see prec. 3. Ohs. 

*5*9 More Dyaloge 11. Wks. x88h Though thei be not 
circumscribed in place, .yet are thei and angels also dilFim- 
tively so placed where thei be for the time. X&24 De Dawn® 
tr. DuM culms Logk&rj The Philosophers, .say that Bodies 
are in a place circumscriptive!}*, and Soules definitively ; 
because Soules are not limited or circumscribed by place, 
and yet a man may say . , that they are here, or there, and 
not eis-where. ijix tr. Were nf eld Disc. Logom. 96. 

Befi-nitiveness, [-ness.] The quality of 
being definitive ; determinativeness, decisiveness. 

1727 Bailey vol. II, Dcfimiimness, decisiveness, etc. *84* 
Biadm. Mag, L, x6o Southey is ,, thoroughly English, 
however, in the historical definMveness and decision of his 
religious convictions, 1875 Posts Gains in. Comm. (ed. 2) 
361 I he earnestness and definitiveness of the resolution. 

De*jSLnitize, v. rare . [f. Definite a. + -izb.] 
trans. To make definite. 

1876 A. M. Fairiiaien in Contemp. Rev. Jnne ''135,' The 
Church . .definitized and generalized opinions. %S8z Mmckm.: 
Mag. Nov., 632 Die ‘his’ then outstanding had to" be 
defimtised, 

Be&oitor (definoiloi). Also 7 diifbiifcor 
[a.L. deflnitor, agent-n. from definin to Define.] 
1 . An officer of the chapter in certain monastic 
orders, charged with the £ definition * or decision 
of points of discipline. 


2§ 4 $ Gage West hid. ill (1655) 7 When the Provincial! 
Chapter is kept, then ... is there one named by name of 
Procurator or Diffinitor, who is to goe m the name of the 
whole Pi ovince to the next election of the Generali. 3704 
Collect. Voy. (Church.) III. 51 A [St. Francis] having been 
Definitor of his Order. 3745 A. Butler Lzves Saints, 
Bcmaventure VII. 194 The saint held a general chapter at 
Narbonne, and in concert with the defmitors gave a new 
form to the old Constitutions. 1867 R. Pai.mer Life P. 
Howard 15 note. The order [Dominicans] is governed by 
a master-general with his council of defmitors. 

f 2 . A kind of surveying instrument : see quots. 
2664 Evelyn tr. Frcart's Archil. 153 This whole Instru- 
ment. .consisting of Horizon, Ruler, and Plummet we shall 
call our Definitor. 1793 Smeaton Edy stone L, § 97 The 
instrument will shew the situation, distance from the center, 
and depression of any given point.. below the plane of the 
dial, .which instrument he calls a Definitor, 

Befimtude (dtfrnitittd). [f. L. definit-us, 
Definite, after infinitude , multitude : see -tube,] 
The quality of being definite; definiteness, precision. 

1836 Sir W. ■ Hamilton Study Math . ■ Discuss. (1852) 275 
Destitute of the .light and definitude of mathematical repre- 
sentations. 1862 Latham Channel 1 st. ml xiv. (ed. x) 33a 
Results of remarkable precision and definitude. 1875 Veitch 
Lucretius 66 There would he no definitude of leaf or 
flower. 

(dflrks), v. Obs . [f. L. difix-, ppl. 

stem of defigZre to fasten down, f. De- I. 1 -\ figere 
to Fix, fasten. The early example of the pa. pple. 
appears to have ■ been formed imtne-d. after I* 
defix-us, with Eng. ppl. suffix.] 
trans. To. fasten down; to fix firmly, definitely, 
or earnestly ilit. and fig.)> 

1432-50 tr, Higdon (Rolls’! I. 243, The spere of the mes- 
sengere defixede in to the erthe schewt-tle a prcnosticacion 
and as a begynnenge of finite, *598 Hakluyt Voy, I. n. 
89 (R.) They were constrained to dehxe their princely seate 
and habitation in that extreme prouince of the north. ^3605 
J. Dove Confut. Atheism x6 The eyes of the people will be 
defixed vpon them. *664 H. More My&L Iniq. 264 Those 
Ten Horns answerable to the Beast with ten Horns in 
Daniel. ..seem to defix and determinate the Prophecy to that 
sense. 1679 J. Goodman Emit. Purd. it, lAtyrj) 146 When 
a man defixes his thoughts, and suspends his determina- 
tion till he see plain reason to incline him this way or tbat. 
Hence + Defl-xed, deilxt ppl. a, 

3652 Gaule Magastrom. 280 with defixed eyes and dis- 
tracted countenance. x68x Glanvill S&ddummm xi6 In 
intent and defixed thoughts upon some, .object, 

tBefiadLon (dlfrkjau). Obs. [ad. late L. de- 
fixion-em , n. of action f. de/JgPre to fasten down, 
etc. (see prec.).] Fixing, fastening. 

z66o H. More Myst. Godi. 1. ix. m By the delmon of our 
Phansy upon what is most gross and sensible, 

Beka.gr ahrlitj. rare, [f. next : see -m\] 
Deflagrable quality, readiness to deflagrate. 

*% 6 $t Boyle Wks. Id 362 <R.) 'Hie opinion of the ready 
deflagrabilit y (if I may so speak) of mil -pel re, 

BefLagraM© (de’flagrabl), a. rare. [f. L. 
defiagrd-re to Defeageatb + -blf.J ^ 
a 1691 Boyle Wks. L 538 (It,) More IuP.ummahle and 
deflagrable. 

Befiagrate (deffiagr^t), v. Physics, [f, L. de- 
fiagrdt-, ppl, stem of defiagrdre to bum a wav, 
burs up, consume, f. De- 1 , 3 •kfiagntre'io bnm.j 

1. tram. To cause to bum away with sadden 
evolution of feme and rapid, sharp combustion 
{e.g. a mixture of charcoal and nitre thrown into 
a red-hot crucible). 

*7*7 Bailey vol. 1 1 , Defimgrati, 10 Ittliixlle and bwn off* 
In a Gmctble a Mixture of Salt or acme mineral Body with 
a Sulphureous one. *794 J, Motion Phiim, Light* eic.mB 
When coal is deflagratvd with nitre. S. Hems, Mm. 

CataL No. 3369 Ttw spark faun this buttes y deflagrates 
a platinum wire a loot long* . 

2 . infr. To burst into flame and bum away 
rapidly. 

tym.PkM. Trans. XL¥L 449 Neither these, nor thews, of 
CheTtenhatn, .will deflagrate or flash jn "I.'ouch*I%t|»r* nor on 
burning Charcoal, sts true Nitre wilt do, . 1794 G. Aiiaw 
Fat. 4* Exp. Philos. II* *x, 376 Such a degree of heat a* 
would cause the nitre to deflagrate. Ms v, III, 

25 Let a drop ..of water be projected upon this liquor,, it 
instantly deflagrates with a flight explosioa. xiyS H ailiy 
Mat. Med. 16* When thrown on the fire it clef 1 »|mt«s. 
Hence De'fiagr&ted, De*ia,grsti»ic ppl, mips, 
3766 Amory Burnt* (1770) IV. 93 The drflagrating nitre 
ttMUpmi the sulphur of the mtkmmy* mPMl, 

Tram , LXXVIil. w Giving si deflagnitiiig quality to 
paper soaked in this liquor. si»» Faraday Exp. Mm. xvi 
78 A Mack nesidnum: is .left, .which, .when heated, J# found 
to. be .fkflagratlng, *%* T. , P, Cmmtm CSem, .»lh 
;«9 Tins ddlafmted. dnxeeml. 

(defifigr/^J.mX fad, L. defia- 
gr&tidn-eM) it, of action from dbfiagrun to De* 
i'iu\«BATis. CL jnod.F. diftetgmium , j 
f 1 , The rapid burning away ot anything In a de* 
strecd^ve fire; consomption by a bliziag fire, Obs, 
.*607 J. Kim Strm . 30 A type of the deflagration bf 
Sodome and Gomom.' m ida'LswNAiD tr .Ckarrmts tf«i» 
sti. JVrinit,' I xjsdyftt 3fo'W«utis that 'gnat'. mtien,. : 
in Constamtinople. *059 Pp akson Creed W By sup- 

posing inauaMsrable 4dhig« and drtlagratioms, 178S Pottle 
ScpJmies Bref. to (JBIdipus £R.)» Till the iiM>untum*.da- 
clwcgm k% torrent fmw, which . . carry with them dell»gww 
don, ruin* »id horror, it xx ihmMmm Petml II. 547 
Fifesfeins . . a oo* 3 »»inie hm eontittuod in a state of delta* 
«nwiot», at ksttt since the time of Bmlrnim, 

Sir W, Hamilton' 'iset* JMeimpik 41I77I II. «cxix» 38* W» 
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see., the fall of a spark on gunpowder, for example, fol- 
lowed by the deflagration of the gunpowder. 

*§*b. Of a volcano : A blazing out into flame. 

1691 Hay Creation n. v. (1732)259 The great Deflagrations 
or Eruptions of Vulcanos. _ 

2 . Physics. The action of deflagrating ; rapid, 
sharp combustion with sudden evolution of flame ; 
esp, the sudden combustion of a substance for the 
purpose of producing some change in its com- 
position by the joint action of heat and oxygen (cf. 
quot. 1831); also, the sudden combustion and 
oxidation of a metal by the electric spark. 

1666 Boyle Orig. Formes <$• Qua?., Nor were all its in- 
flammable parts consum’d at one deflagration. 1674 Phil. 
Trans. IX. 102 The deflagration of Niter. 1706 Phillips 
i(ed. -Kersey), Deflagration . . , In Chymistry, the inkindling 
and burning off an a Crucible a Mixture of a Salt or of some 
Mineral Body with a Sulphureous one, in order to purify 
the Salt, or to make a Regulns of the Mineral ; as m the 
preparing of Sal Prunellee send Regains of Antimony, 1754 
'Phil. Trans. XLVIII. 679 A violent deflagration arose, and 
the platina was almost instantly dissolved. x8x6 J. Smith 
Panorama Sc. $ Art II. 282 Galvanic batteries .. the 
larger the plates, the greater is their power of deflagration. 
1831 T. P. Jones Convers. Ckem. xxii. 228 The metals are 
sometimes oxidized by what is called deflagration. That 
is, by mixing them with nitre, and projecting the mixture 
into a red hot crucible. 

Deflagrator (de-flagr^toi). [agent-n. in L. 
form, from deflagrare to Deflagrate.] An in- 
strument or apparatus for producing deflagration, 
esp. a voltaic arrangement for the production of 
intense heat. 

1824 Longf. in Life (1891) I. v. 51 The galvanick heat 
produced by Professor Hare’s deflagrator. 1827 Weeices in 
Meek. Mag. VII. 425 The Safety gas deflagrator, an oxyhy- 
drogen blowpipe on an entirely new principle. 1876 S. Kens. 
Mas. Catal. No. 1256 Hare’s Calorimotor, or Deflagrator. 

Deflate (didn't), v. [f. L. deflat-, ppl. stem 
of deflare, to blow away, f. De- I. 2 4 - flare to 
blow ; but in mod. use the prefix is taken as De- 

l. 1, down, or De- IL i.] trans. To release the 
air from (anything inflated). Hence Befia'tion. 

1891 Strand Mag. II. 498/1 Spencer proceeds to deflate 
the balloon. 1892 Cycl. Tour. Club Gaz. Aug. 229 In case 
of repairs the tyre is deflated. 1891 Pall Flail G. 6 Aug. 
1/3 A new patent valve, possessing the long-desired means 
for deflation as well as inflation. 

Deflect (dffle’kt), v. [ad. L. deflcct-ere to bend 
aside, or downwards; f. De- I. 1, 2 4 fleet ere to 
bend.] X trans . 

X. To bend down. Cf. Deflected 2. 

1630 Lord Banians 72 They pray with demissive eyelids. . 
and with their knees deflected under them. 

2 . To bend or turn to one side or from a straight 
line; to change the direction of; to cause to de- 
viate from its course. 

c 1630 Jackson Creed iv. v. Wks. III. 57 It would argue 
no error sometimes to deflect our course. 1845 Darwin 
Voy. Nat. xxi. (1852)491 The current seemed to be deflected 
upward from the face of the cliff, i860 Tristram Gt. Sahara 
xvii. 287 The French . . will do all in their power to deflect 
the stream of commerce to a more northerly channel. 1879 
G. Prescott Sp. Telephone x In 1820, Oersted discovered 
that an electric current would deflect a magnetic needle. 

b. Optics . To bend (a ray of light) from the 
straight line ; esp. to bend away from a body. 

tty 96 Brougham in Phil. Trans. LXXXVI. 264 The 
first knife deflected the images formed by the second, in 
precisely the same degree that it inflected those images 
which itself formed. x8xx A. T. Thomson Land. Disp. 
(1818) p. xxxvii, When a ray of light moving in a straight 
line passes within a certain distance of a body parallel to 
its direction, it bends towards the body, or is inflected ; but 
when the body parallel to its course is at a greater distance, 
the ray is bent from it, or deflected. 1879 Harlan Eyesight 

m. 36 If we look at an object through a prism, the rays of 
light coming from it are deflected. 

3 . flg. (in reference to a course of action, conduct, 
and the like). 

c 1555 Harpsfield Divorce Hen. VIII (1878) 66 To averte 
and deflect him from this 'enterprise. x6ao Shelton Quix. 
iv. Ix. II. 1 18 Let me cleave to the -Supporter from whom 
neither thy Importunity nor Threats, .could once deflect me. 
1863 Kjnglakk Crimea I, i. 7 The .personal and family 
motives which deflect the state policy of a prince who is his 
own minister, 1878 Lecky Eng. in xZth C. II. ix. 540 The 
evil of all attempts to deflect the judgment by hope or fear, 

4 . To turn or convert (a thing) to something 
different from its natural quality or use. 

'16x3 ^mtmm.Pilgrinmge vii. iu, (1:614) 670 That Title of 
Prestegian .(easily deflected and 'altered to Priest Ioh?i). 
*2x711 Kxxtfiymm Evang. Poet. Wks. 1721 I. 109 How 
God’s AH- wise Superintending Will To greatest Good de- 
flected greatest ill. 

II. intr. '■ ■ 

5 . To turn to one side or from a straight line ; to 
change its direction ; to deviate from its course. 

1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. n. IL At some parts of the 
.Azores it [the needle] deflectelh not, but lyeth m the true 
...meridian, . X696WHISTON Th. Earth 1. (1722) 53 They seem 
to deflect from.' that great. Circle, in which, they .before were 
seen to move, . 1726 tr. Gregory's Astrm. I. .153' The same 
'part 'of the Moon' is turned towards the 'Earth, or at least 
docs, not deflect much from it. 1879 R, H. Elltot Written 
m Foreheads II. 6 Then deflecting a little to, -their right, 
they got on a long ridge of grassy 'hilL 

6-flf 

16x2 T, Tames Jesuits Downfall 39 Kings do. deflect from 
'the Catholike Religion. 2640 Sir T. Browne - Pseud. ■ Ep. 


vi. x. Many creatures exposed to the ayre, deflect in ex- 
tremity from their naturall colours. 1733-4 Warburton 
Nat. Rev . Relig. ii, The Mind . . can, every moment, de- 
flect from the line of truth and reason. 1879 M. Arnold 
Equality Mixed Ess. 81 The points where this type deflects 
from the truly humane ideal. 

Deflect (difie'kt), ppl. a. [f. as prec. after ppl. 
forms in -ct, as erect .] Deflected, bent aside. 

1831 Mrs. Browning Casa Gnidi Windows 105 So swept 
..The marshalled thousands, — not an eye deflect To left or 
right. 

Deflected (dMckted), ppl. a. [f. Deflect v. 

4 -ED.] 

1 . Turned aside ; bent to one side. 

1860 Maury P/iys. Geog. Sea xvi. S81 Monsoons are, for 
the most part, trade-winds deflected. 1874 S. Cox Pilgr. 
Ps. vi. is 1 Walking in subtle and deflected paths. 

2 . Zool. and Mot. Bent or curved downwards ; 
= Deflexed. 

1828 Webster, Deflected. In botany, bending downward 
archwise. 1834 Woodward Mollusc a u. 165 Glandina . . 
eye-tentacles deflected at the tips, beyond the eyes. 1867 
F. Francis Angling vi. (1880) 195 The wings, .come up to 
an angle, .as it is termed, they are deflected. 

3 . Philol. Used to translate F. flicJd, a term 
proposed for the 4 strong * grade in ablaut series. 

1890 R. T. Elliott tr. V. Henry's Compar. Gram. § 41. 47 
We may distinguish three chief grades, the normal grade, 
the weak or reduced grade, and the deflected grade {fldcht). 
Ibid. 48 I.-E. types, *bkeydh (to trust), weak *bhidh, de- 
flected *bhoydh. 

Defle cting, vbl. sb. [-ing k] The action of 
the verb Deflect. 

1623 Cockeuam, Deflectings, turnings from good to bad. 

Befle’cting, ppl a. [-ms 55 .] That deflects. 

Deflecting magnet : a magnet used for deflecting a mag- 
netic needle, as in a galvanometer. 

1796 Brougham in Phil. Trans. LXXXVI. 229 The ray 
moves in an ellipse by the inflecting, and an hyperbola 
by the deflecting force. 1831-9 Sabine Man. Set. Enq. ox 
When the weather does not permit the manipulation of the 
weights, defl ecting magnets are substituted. 1857 W hewe ll 
Hist. Induct. Sc. II. 23 Gravity must act as a deflecting 
force. 

Deflection .* see Deflexion. 

Deflective (diSe-ktiv), a. [f. Deflect v. + 
-ive. (L, analogies would give deflexzve.J] Hav- 
ing the quality of deflecting. 

18x3 P. Barlow Math . Diet., Deflective forces. x 88 x 
Lubbock in Nature No. 618. 411 In 1819. .Oersted had 
discovered the deflective action of the current on the mag- 
netic needle. 

Befiectometer (dffiekqrmftai). [See -meter.] 
(See quot.) 

1874 Knight Diet. Mech., Deflectometer, an instrument 
for measuring the deflection of a rail by a weight in rapid 
motion. 

Deflector (diflektoi). [f. Deflect v. 4 -or 
for -er : the corresponding form on L. analogies is 
deflexor.'l An instrument or contrivance for de- 
flecting ; e. g. (a) a deflecting magnet ; (b) a plate 
or diaphragm for deflecting a current of air, gas, 
etc. 

X837 Brewster Magnet. 344 Dipping needle Deflector, for 
measuring the Variation and Dip of the Needle. 1879 
Thomson & Txrr Nat. Phil. 1 . 1. § 198 The * Deflector’, an 
adjustible magnet laid on the glass of the compass bowl 
and used, .to discover the ‘semicircular ’ error produced by 
lhe_ ship’s iron. 1887 Pall Mall G . 4 June 12/1 These 
sprinklers consist of a plate and a deflector . . The deflector 
as for the purpose of breaking the column of water into 
spray, which falls in a dense shower over the flames, 
t Defle'tion. Obsr~ ° [ad. L. defletibn-em , n. 
of action from deflere to weep over, bewail, f. De- 
I. 3 4 flere to weep.] 

1636 Blount Glossogr., Depletion, a bewayling or be- 
moaning. 

Deflex (drfleks), a. [ad. L. deflex-us, pa. pple, 
of deflectere to Deflect.] * Deflexed. 

1794 Martyn Rozesseau's Bot. xxviL 420 In the common 
Bee Orchis it [the lip of the nectary] consists of five lobes, 
which are deflex or bent downwards. 

Deflexed (difle'kst), ppl. a. Zool. and Bot. [f. 
prec. 4 -ED.] Bent downwards ; deflected. 

1826 Kirby & Sf. Entoniol. xlvii. (1828) IV. 386 The 
organs of flight are deflexed and do not lap over each other, 
1843 Bindley Sck. Bot. iv. (1858) 41 Stem rough with 
deflexed bristles. 1871 Staveley Brit. Insects 127 Such 
insects as have the wings, when at rest, deflexed — lying over 
the body like a shelving roof. 1877-84 F. E. Hulme Wild 
FI. p. vi. Pedicels bearing fruit deflexed. 

Deflexibi’lity. [f. next + -ITT.] Capability 
of being deflected. 

1796 Brougham in Phil. Trans. LXXXVL 263 The in- 
flexibilities of the rays are directly as their deflexibilities. 
1805 Editt. Rev . VI. 25 He attempts to demonstrate some 
connexion between, the greater deflexibility and the less 
reflexibility of the red rays* 

Deflexible (dffle*ks!bT), a. [f. L. deflex-us 
(see D eflex) 4 -ble.] Capable of being deflected. 

X796 Brougham in Phil. Tram . LXXXVI. 234 It is 
evident that the most inflexible rays are also most de- 
flexible. 

Deflexion, deflection (difle-kjbn), [ad. L. 
deflexibn-em, n. of action f. deflectere (ppl. stem 
deflex -) to Deflect. C£ mod.F. di flexion (Diet. 
Acad. 1762, occurring also in 16th c. as db flection). 
The non-etymological spelling deflection, now very 
common, is taken from the present-stem deflect-^ 


associated with nouns of action from L. ppl. stem 
in -eci-, as collection , dissection , etc.] 

1 . The action of bending down ; the condition of 
being bent or curved ; also, a bend or curve (as a 
result). 

In Meek. The bending of any body under a transverse 
strain ; the amount of this. In Entom. The state of being 
bent downward, as the deflexion of the wings when folded ; 
also, a deflected part or margin. 

1663 Sir T. Herbert 'Trav. (1677) 296 The Mahometans 
signifie the same onely by a moderate deflexion of the head. 
1821 Tredgold Ess. Cast Iron { 1824) 73 When the weights 
were removed, the piece retained a permanent deflexion. 
1879 Cassell’s Tec/m. Educ. IV. 276/2 The deflection of 
a beam supporting a lateral weight, 

2 . The action of turning, or state of being turned, 
away from a straight line or regular path ; the 
amount of such deviation; also, a turn or deviation 
(as an effect or result). 

1663 Phil. Trans. I. 105 Of which deflection he ventures 
to assign the cause. 1831 Brewster Newton 1x855) I. xii. 
292 Ini 684. .Newton discovered that the moon’s deflexion 
in a minute was sixteen feet, the same as that of bodies at 
the earth’s surface. 1833 Herschbl Astron. viii. 267 De- 
flection from a straight line is only another word for curva- 
ture of path. x86a Merivale Rom. Emp. < 1865) VII. Ixi. 
329 They . . possibly noted the great deflection of the coast 
southward from Cape Wrath, 
b. Of things immaterial. 

1603 Bacon Ady. Learn. 11. i. § 3 Of the works of nature 
which have a digression and deflexion from the ordinary 
course of generations, productions, and motions. 1648 W. 
Mountague Devout Ess. 1, 1x2 (T.) King David found this 
deflection and indirectness in our minds. 1649 Jer. Taylor 
Gt. Exemp. 11. ix. 123 Deflexions in manners. 1840 De Quin- 
cey Style iii. Wks, X. 190 We shall point out the deflexion, 
the bias, which was impressed upon the Greek speculations 
in this particular. 1831 Carlyle Sterling 1. xiv. (1872) 86 
At this extreme point of spiritual deflexion and depression. 
1876 Mozley Univ. Serm. iv. (1877) 84 The type of religion 
it has produced is a deflection from simplicity. 

3 . The turning of a word or phrase aside from its 
actual form, application, or grammatical use, arch. 

1603 Hor land Plutarch's Mor. 1311 By a little deflexion 
of the name, .that Canicular orDogge starre is called Kvwr. 
*2 x6x9 Fotherby A theom. 11. i. § 8 (1622) xpx That censure 
of Catullus (with a little deflection) might very fitly bee 
applied vnto him. 1659 O.Walker Oratory 34 By a gentle 
deflexion of the same word, in changing the substantive 
with the adjective. 7807 G. Chalmers Caledonia I. *. iv. 
119 Grym signifies strength; and hence, by a little de- 
flexion, Grym came to signify any strength. 1830 De 
Quincey Bentley Wks. 1890 IV. 131 note, A practice arose 
■of giving to Greek names in as their real Greek termination, 
without any Roman deflexion. 

4 . Electr. and Mctgn. The turning of a magnetic 
needle away from its zero ; the measured amount 
by which it is deflected. 

1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. 11. ii. 62 The variation of the 
compasse is . . a deflexion and siding East and West from 
the true meridian. 1863 Tyndall Heat i. 4 A moment’s 
contact suffices to produce a prompt and energetic deflection 
of the needle. 1863 Pall Mall G. 3 Aug. x/2 The curious 
electrical phenomenon known to electricians as ‘ deflection 
has to-day been observed through the United Kingdom. 

5 . Optics. The bending of rays of light from the 
straight line. By Hooke applied specifically to 
the apparent bending or turning aside of the rays 
passing near the edge of an opaque body, called "by 
Newton inflexion , and now explained as a pheno- 
menon of Diffraction. 

| (Brougham tried to differentiate inflexion and deflexion : 
see quot.) 

| 1674-5 Hooke Led. Light Wks. (1705) 188 The Light from 

the Edge [of a card or razor] did strike downwards into the 
Shadow very near to a Quadrant, though still I found, that 
the greater the Deflection of this new Light was from the 
direct Radiations of the Cone, the more faint they were. 
1727-51 Chambers Cycl., Deflection of the Rays of Light, 
is a property which Dr. Hook observed xfijf- . . He says, he 
found it different both from reflexion, and refraction . .This 
is the same property which Sir Isaac N ewton calls Inflection, 
*79 6 Brougham in Phil. Trans, LXXXVI. 228 Defl. x. If 
a ray passes within a certain distance of any body, it is bent 
inwards; this we shall call Inflection. 2. If it passes at a 
still greater distance it is turned away; this may be termed 
Deflection. 1808 J. Webster Nat, Phil. 174 This deflection 
is supposed to proceed from the attraction of the denser 
medium. 1831 Brewster Newton viii. (1839) 99 In his paper 
of 1674. .he [Hooke], .described the leading phenomena of 
the inflexion, or the deflexion of light, as he calls it. 

6. Naut. The deviation of a skip from her true 
course in sailing. . 

X706 Phillips (ed. Kersey), Deflection, .In Navigation, the 
Tendency of a Ship from her true Course, by means of 
■Currents, &-e. which divert or turn her out of her right Way.' 
Deflexionize, -ed, -ation : see De- II. 1. 
t Defie’xity. Obs. [1 L. deflex-us Duplex 4 
-ITT.] The qualify of being deflected, (said of rays 
of light; see Deflect 2 b, Deflexion 5). 

2797 Brougham .'in'; Phil. Trams ... LXXXVI I. 360 We 
may . , say that the rays of light differ in degree of re- 
frangity, reflexlty, and flexity, comprehending inflexity and 
deflexity. .these terms . . allude to the degree of distance to 
whicli the rays .are subject to the action of -bodies.' . 

DefLexnr© (d/fle-ksiui, »fle*kjui). rare. [f. L. 
deflex-, ppl. stem of deflectere to Deflect + -dee ; 
cf. flexure .] Deflexion, deviation ; the condition 
of being bent (down or away). 

1656 Blount Glossogr ., Deflexure, a bowing or bend- 
■| mg. *675 Ggilby Brit. Pref. 4 Deductions for the. .smaller 
i Deflexures of the Way. ' ' 1845 Florist's Jml. 17 The lip. . 


DEFLOCCATE. 

Instead of being saddle-shaped by the usual deflexure of the 
sides, is perfectly fiat. 

T iieliO"CCate ? Oh. rare— 0 , [f. L. defloc- 
can , de floe cat- to pluck off, pluck, f. De- I. <5 + 
floec-us lock, flock.] (See quot.) 

1623 Cockeram, Defloccate , to weare out a thing. 

Beflorat© ( d iflo-T#,. de- flora), a. [ad. L. de- 
flordt-us, pa. pple. of deflordre : see next. Cf. L. 
defldrere to shed its bloom.] 

X. BoL Past the flowering state : applied to 
anthers that have shed their pollen, or to plants 
when their flowers have fallen. 

1828 Webster, Deflorate, in botany , having cast its farm, 
pollen, or fecundating dust. Martyn. 1858 Gray Struct . 
"Hot. Gloss., Defldrate. past the flowering age. 

2 . — Deflowered ; having lost virginity. 

1883 in Syd.Soc.Lex. 

Deflorate 1 de’flor^t), v. rare . In 5 defflorate. 
ff. ppi. stem of late L. deflordre to deprive of its 
flowers, ravish, £ De- I. 6 -t fids, flbr-em flower.] 
f 1 . trans. To deflower (a woman). Obs. 
c 1470 Harding Chron . evir, vii, The women euer they 
diuiciate In euery place, and fouly defflorate. 

2 , To strip v a plant) of its flowers. 

1829 E. Jesse Jrnl. Nat. 165 They [the chaffinches] will 
deflorate too the spikes or whorls of the little red archangel. 

Defloration (deflor^'Jan). In 4-5 -acioun, 
5-6 -acion, -aeyon, 6 -atioun, defiouration. 
[a. OF . defloration (14th c, in Hatzf.), ad. L. de- 
flora tmi-em plucking of flowers, of virginity, n. of 
action from deflordre to Deflower.] The action 
of the verb Defloweb. 

1 . The action of deflowering a virgin. 

ci4ooMAUNDEV.(Roxb.)xxxi.i4ipedefloracioun ofmaydens. 
1483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 196 b/2 1 'ellyng to hir the place & 
tyme of hir defloracion. 1536 Bellenden Cron . Scot. (1821$ 

I, 199 He. .complaint hevily the defloration of his dochteris. i 
1763 Chesterf. Lett . IV. ccclxxvi. 198. 1803 Med. , Jrul. 
IX. 71 Opinions generally entertained on the subject of 
Defloration, 1883 Syd. Soc. Lex., Defloration , a term for 
sexual connexion for the first time without violence, in 
distinction from rape. 

2 . The culling or excerpting of the flowers or 
finest parts of a book ; a selection of choice pas- 
sages. 

1387 Trevisa Higden (Rolls) VII. 271 pe whiche hook p's 
Robert defloured solempneliche, and took out pe beste, so 
bat it semed J?at j> at defloracioun is now more wor]>y h an a l 
pe grete volume. iCia Selden in Drayton's PoLy-olb. To 
Rdr. A iij, The common printed Chronicle, which is., but an 
Epitome or Defloration made by Robert of Lorraine. 1 696 
Ray in Lett. Lit. Men (Camden) 203 Your History, were it 
reasonable for me to beg the defloration of it, would afford 
the greatest ornaments to it. 1747 Carte Hist. Eng . I. 
Pref. 8 The Historia Britonum out oF which he says, he made 
those deflorations. 1890 R. Ellis jn Hermathena XVI. 184 
The deflorations or MSS. containing excerpts. 

Be’fiorator. rare . [agent-n. f. L. deflordre : 
see prec.] One who excerpts the finest parts of a 
book or author. 

_ 1647-8 G. Langbaine in Alp. Ussher's Lett. (x686l *524 This 
is the same Robert, the deflorator of Marianus mentioned by 
Malmesbury. 

Deflore, deflour, obs. forms of Defloweb. 
t S)eflou*rish, v. Obs. In 5 de-, diffioryssh, 

6 deflorlsch. [ad. OF. de(s) flouriss lengthened 
stem of deflflourir, now difleurir, to Defloweb, 
f. De- I. 6 + jlorir,fleurir to Flourish.] 

1 . trans . To deflower ; also fig. to spoil, ravage. 
1494 Fabyan Chron. vii. 304 Y fe he shuld . . also defloryssh 

y° emperours doughter. Ibid. vii. 410 The sayd bysshop. . 
had diffioryssh ed a mayden and doughter of the sayde sir 
Gautier. 1538 Leland I tin. V. 4 Montgomerike deflorisched 
by Owen Ghndour. 

2 . intr. To lose its flowers, to cease to flourish. 
1656 Trapp Comm. Philip, iv. 10 It had deflourished then 

for a season, and withered, as an oak in winter, 
t Deflotrrished ppl a., having lost its flowers. 
x6x6 Drumm. OF Hawth. Sonn. xhx, Deflourisht mead, 
where is your heavenly hue ? 

t Beflow, v. Obs. rare- 1 . [£ De- I. 1 + 
Flow, after \j.defluh‘e to flow down or away : see 
Defluence, etc.] intr. To flow down. 

1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. in. iv. 114 A collection of 
some superfluous matter deflowing from the body. 

B ©flower (dillau»u), v. Forms : 4-7 deflore, 
defloure, 5-7 deflowre, 4-9 deflour, 6- deflower, 
[a. OF. desflorer, desflourer (13th c. in Hatzf.), 
later defflorer, difleurer (Cotgr.), mod.F. diflorer « 
Pr. deflorar, Sp. desflorar, It. deflorare, repr. L. 
deflordre to deprive of its flowers, to ravish, f, 
De- I. 6 + flos, flor-em flower. With this prob. is 
blended OF. desflorir , flourir (14th c.), in 16th c. 
defflorir , mod.F. dijieurir in same sense, and 
intrans. The form is now assimilated to flower.] 

1 . trans. To deprive (a woman) of her virginity; 
to violate, ravish, 

138a Wyclif Ecclns.xx. 2 The lust of the gelding deflourede 
the junge worn man. 1393 Gower Can/. 1 1 . 322 Which sigh 
her suster pale and fade.. Of that she hadde be defloured. 
1494 Fabyan Chron. vii. ccxxxviii. 278 The whiche , . he 
deflowred of hyr vyrgynytie. 1559 W. Cunningham 
Cosmogr. Glasse 196 They have thys use that whan., any - 
manne marieth, he must commit his wife to the priest to be 
defloured.' x6n Bible Ecclus. XX..4 As is the lust of an 
Eunuch to defloure a virgine, *775 Adair Amen Ind. 164 
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The French Indians are said not to have deflowered any of 
our young women they captivated. - 

2 .fig. To violate, ravage, desecrate; to rob 01 
its bloom, chief beauty, or excellence ; to spoil. 

i486 in Surtees Misc. (1890) 56 This citie.. Was never 
deflorid be force ne violence. 1500-20 Dunbar l oems lxxu. 
53 With blude and sweit was all deflorde His face. 1590 
Spenser Hymne Hon. Beautie 39 That wondrous paterae 
. . layd up in secret store . . that no man may it see With 
sinfull eyes, for feare it to deflore. 2654 tr. Martini s 
Couq. China Aiv, I will not .. deflower that worth of its 
greatest beauty. 2660 Gauden Antisacrdegus 7 It would 
never recover its beauty, .of late so much deflored. a 2716 
South Serin. I. i. |R. Actual discovery (as it were) rifles 
and deflowers the newness and freshness of the object. 
1889 1 owell Walt on Lit. Ess. (1891) 60 [To] find a sanctuary 
which telegraph or telephone had not deflowered. , 

•fS. To cull or excerpt from (a book, etc.) its 
choice or most valuable parts. Obs. . 

1387 Trevisa Higden (Rolls) I. 39 pe whiche book Robert 
Bishop of Herforde deflorede. Ibid. VII. 272 [see Deflora- 
tion 2]. 2781 J. T. Dillon Trav. Spain 229 After they had in 
a manner deflowered the mine, ana got as much ore as they 
could easily extract. 

4 . To deprive or strip of flowers. 

^2630 Drumm. of Hawth. Poems 173 The freezing winds 
our gardens do defloure. 2648 W. AIountague Devout Ess. 
1. xix. 8 6(R.), An earthquake, .rending the cedars, deflower- 
ing the gardens. 2800 Campbell Ode^ to Winter 27 De- 
flowering nature’s grassy robe. xSzo Keats Lamia ir. 216 
Garlands. . From vales deflower'd, or forest trees branch-rent. 

Deflowered (dfflaue*id), ppl. a. [-ed.] De- 
prived of virginity, violated; robbed of beauty or 
bloom ; marred, disfigured. 

2509 Hawes Past. Pleas, xi. xvi, Of Cerebus the deflowred 
pycture , . Lyke an horrible gyaunt fyree and wonder! y. 
1603 Shaks. Meas./or M. iv. 1V.24A deflowred maid. 2647 
Cowley Mistress, Agst. Hope u, The Joys which we entire 
should wed, Come deflowr'd Virgins to our bed. 2887 T. 
Hardy Woodlaiuiers iii, She would not turn again to the 
little looking-glass . . knowing what a deflowered visage 
would look back at her. 

Deflowerer (d£flau«'roj). [-er.] One who 
deflowers. 

1536 Bf.llenden Cron. Scot. (1821! II. 53 Hir freindis.. 
conunandit hir to schaw the denorar of hir chastite. 2645 
Milton Tetrach. (1851) 189 The punishment of a deflowrer, 
and a defamer. a 1677 Barrow Wks. (1687) I. xviii. 25 6 
A deflowrer and defiler of his reputation. 2713 Guardian 
No. 123 These defiourers of innocence. 2824-9 Landor I mag. 
Conn. Wks. ( 1 846 1 1 . 7 Our I taly would rise up i n arms against 
the despoiler and deflowerer. 

Deflowering (clfflcm®*rir|), vbl. sb. [-ing * .] 
The action of the verb Defloweu ; violation. 

C1400 Maundev. (28391 xxviii. 286 Of old tyme, men 
hadden ben dede for aeflourynge of Maydenes. 2562 T, 
Norton Calvin's Inst. iv. 238 b, Y d rauishment and 
deflouring of his daughter. 2609 Rowlands Knaue of 
Chtbbes 8 Villain . . Before the Lord you die, For this de- 
flowring of my wlfe._ 2673 Lady's Call. II. $ z r 7. 59 Every 
indecent curiosity, .is a aefiowring of the mind. 
Deflowering, ppl. a. That deflowers. 

164a Milton Apol, Smect . (1851) 273 If unchastitjr in 
a woman, .be such a scandall and dishonour, then certainly 
in a man . .it must, though commonly not so thought, be much 
more deflouring and dishonourable. 

Defluetion, bad form of Defluxion. 
Deflnencs (de*fl#ens). rare . [f. L. type *de- 

fluentia , f. defluent-em , pr. pple. of defluere , f. De- 
I. 1 ’kflulre to flow.] A flowing down or away. 

*68i-6 J, Scott Chr. Life (1747) III, 281 They suffer 
a continual Defluence of old, and Access of new Parts. 
2803 Methodist Mag, XXVI. 36 There is a continual 
defluence and access of parts, 
t D© ‘fluency. Obs. rare . [f. as prec. + -ENCT.] 
The quality of flowing; fluidity. 

1665 Boyle Hist. Cold xxi. 630 The cold having taken 
away the defluency of the oyl. 

Befluent (de-fl&ent) a. and sb. rare, [ad, L. de- 
fluent-em , pr. pple. of deflu Ire to flow down.] 
A. adj. Flowing down, decurrent, B. sb. That 
which flows down (from a main body). 

165a Gaule Magastrom. 87 Planets, in respect of motion, 
positure, aspect ; sc. combust, peregrine . applicate, de- 
fluent. 1890 Athenaeum 20 Dec. 845/3 This ice , . breaking 
off into icebergs when its defluents reach the sea in the fjords 
which intersec t Greenland. Ibid. 846/1 The defluents of the 
inland ice. 

tBefluous (de'fliYOs), a. Obs. rare . [f. L. de- 
flu-us (£ stem of deflufre to flow down) + -ous.] 
Flowing down ; also, falling off, shedding, 

2727 Bailey vol. II, Defluous, flowing down, falling* 
shedding, 2822 T, Taylor Apuleius xt. 262 Her most 
copious and long hairs, .were softly defluous. 
tBefhuc idrflffks), sb. Obs. [ad. L. deflux-its 
a flowing down, a miming off, f. ppl stem of db 
fludre : see above.] 

1 . A flowing or running down ; deflexion. 

*59*9 H. Buttes Dyet’s Dry Din. Aaiij b, Head o’reflowne 
with, brinie deluge of defluxes hot. 2626 Bacon Sylva 
{1677) §677 The Deflux of Humors. 2636 Featly Clavis 
Myst. xxvui. 365 A great defluxe of penitent teares. 27x0 
T. Fuller Pharm. Extemp. 17% A Frontal with Mastic . . 

' hinders the deflux of Humours, 

2 . transf, A falling off or shedding, rare. 

1683 Norris literacies 230 Having suffered a defltijc of her 
wmgs. 

3 . cotter. y An efiluence, emanation ; « Defluxion 
3 b. rare 

2603 Holland Plutarch* s Mar, 2336 But say there should 
happly be some deflux or effluence that passeth from one 


DEFORCE. 

world to another. 1682 Cnmcn Lucretius (1683) Notes 3 The 
constant deflux of divine Images which strike the Mind. 

t Dfcfltrx, v. Obs. ra/e. ff. L. deflux ppl, 
stem of deflufre.] intr. a. To flow down. b. 
To fall off in influence. Hence Defhrxed ppl. a. 

1647 Needham Levellers Levelled 9 If wee observe the 
middle time of this Eclipse or full Moone. .shee defluxeth 
from the opposition of the Sunne, to the Conjunction of 
Saturne. 1657 Tomlinson Renan’s Disp. 520 It cohibits 
all fluxions, and cocts the defluxed humours. 

DefiradOH id/flzrkpn). Also 7-9 defluction, 
[a. F. dijhixion (ifitli c., Calvin, Fare ", or ad. L. 
dlfluxion-em, n. of action from L. defluire to flow 
down, also, to fall off (as hair),] 
f 1 . A flowing or running clown. Obs. 

2549 Compl. Scot. Frol. 14 The defiuxione of blude hed 
payniit ancle cullourt all the feiklis. 2626 Hayward Sand. 
Tronb. Soul 1. ii, (1620) 38 The emptying of an Houre-glasse 
consisteth, not onely in the falling of the last graine of sand, 
but in the whole defluxion thereof from the beginning. 1677 
Hale Prim. Orig. Man. iv. viii. 370 By the defluxton 
of Waters. 1833 Blackw. Mag. XXX 1 1 . 644 It would be 
a needless defluxion of time to relate what took place, 
f b. A falling off (of hair). Obs. rare . 

*656 Rowland Moufefs Tlteat. Ins. 045 They cure , . de- 
fluxion of hair, and the thinnesse thereof however contracted. 
2 . Path. a. A supposed flow of * humours’ to a 
particular part of the body, in certain diseases, b* 
The flow or discharge accompanying a cold or 
inflammation ; a running at the nose or eyes ; 
catarrh. Now rare, Obs.. or dial. 

1576 Lytk Dodoens v. xx. 576 [It] stoppeth all defluxions 
and falling downe of humours. 258 6 Sir A, Paulet in Ellis 
Orig. Lett. 1. Ill, No, 220. 7 Whom* we found In her bed 
troubled, .with a defluxion which was fallen into the syde 
of her neck, *6*6 Bacon Sylva lx 6 $t} n So doth Cold like- 
wise cause Rheumes, and Defluxions from the Head. 1 666 
Land. Gas, No, 65/2 Monsieur Colbert is fallen very ill of 
a defluction upon his throat, 2744 Franklin Pemtsylv. Eire - 
/VmVVks. (1887) 1 . 496 Women . . get colds . .and deductions, 
which fall into their jaws and gums. 2781 Gibbon Did # 
P. II. xli. 5x7 A defluxion had fallen _ on his eyes. 284a 
Abdy Water Cure (1843! urn A scorbutic ulcer in the leg. . 
attended with a great deduction on the part, 2860 Motley 
Netherl. {1868) 1 . vii, 455 Owing to a had cold with 
a defluxion in the eyes, she wjcs unable at. once to read, 
f 3 , concr. Something that flows or runs down. 
2615 Crookk Body of Man 277 The Nature of Seede no 
man that I know hath yet essentially defined Plato 
[calleth it] The defluxion of the spitiall marrow, 2633 

T. Adams Exp. 2 Pel. iii. x8 <18651884 We know, .that he 
can.. pour down putrid defluxions from above. 

+ b. flg. An effluence, emanation, [tr. Gr. Anop- 
Oh. 

2603 Holland Plutarch's Mor. 1307 The defluxion of 
Osiris, and the very apparent image of him, 2678 Cud- 
worth Intcll. Syd. 15 According to EmjjMsdocfe, Vision 
and other Sensations were made by droppe »«1 
Defluxions of Figures, or Effluvia of Atoms. 

t BeHu'irive, a. Oh. [f. 1., deflux-, ppl. 
stem (Deflux v.) + -ive.] That is characterized 
by flowing down. Hence Defl%*rivrely cukh 
2655-60 Stanley Hist. Philos. Ill, u. 133 Aliment, distri- 
buted by the vein©* through the whole frame defluxivdy, 
Defoodatxon : see Dxfkdation. 
f Befoi-1, v.l Oh. Also 7 deffoilo, diff-. 
[ad. F, difmilh-r , in 13th c. dts* t deffueilhr, £ 
des-j dl- (De- I, 6) + feuiile leaf, €£ mcd.L. de- 
folitirei] trans. To strip of leaves ; * Defoliate v. 

xSot Holland Pliny xm . xxit, In diabuiyening and 
defailing a vine. • Ibid,, Ho w much thereof mmt . be 
diffoiled. Ibid. , It is not the mariner to dteburgeo or deffoile 
altogether such trees, 

Befoil, v? To trample down, entsh, oppress, 
violate, defile; see Difoul v. 

Befoil sb , var. form of Defool sb. 

Defoliate a. rarer' • [ad. med.L, 

dr/olidPus ; see next] * Having cast, or being 
deprived of, its leaves r (Syd, Soc. Lex. 1883V 
Defoliate UMbvlidi), v, [f. mecLL, difolmre, 
f . De- 1. 6 + folium leaf. Cf. Defoil,] trans . To 
strip of leaves ; tikofig* 

*793 W. RosEirw Lmhtr*sm (1794) IX. N& 48. »*|'To 
contemplate the decay of a great and ornamented mind. ,to 
see it defoliated, and withered, 2826 Kmif A ,Sr. EufmmL 
(28431 1 . trt One of .the« caterpillars, .is often m tt'umerotit 
am to defoliate the apple trees 'by the road tides; for - miles. 
xB 6 » Prec. Berm, Nat, Club IX. 4 js Arbutus Umdo was 
not only defoliated, but the stems, .have been split 
Hence Befo’lifttor, that winch defoliates; an 
insect that strips trees of their leaves. 
BefoHation [ad, L. type *de» 

fiiidlim-em, n. of action £ dfcfoH&re ; see prec. 
So in mocl.Fr.] ■ Loss or shedding of leaves, 

*6» H * UEmmmw, Allimm Dip, mb At the time 
of tie defoliation, or fall of the leaf. 179* E. Darwin Jwf* 
C»«raf, it. 18 mte. The defoliation of deciduous trees » 
announced by th« flowering of the t ’okhlcwm. *866 Trtm. 
Bot, t Defoliation, the casting off of leaves, 2884 Nature 
0 Oct, 558 a The observation of the flowering and 
fruiting of plants, the foliation and defoliation of trees* 
Before© v. Aim 5 * 6 defeum fa. 

AK. defirmr (1 it'll c.) « OF. def order {des- f defi% 
f. des*, de- (De* X, 6) + f order, farcer to Fohck (or 
from the Romanic forms of these 1 : in inecl.L iifi f 
difardare (Da Cange), CL Ewowa, EvvoecxJ 

L law, {/ram.) To keep (something) by fere** 


DEFOKCE. 

or violence {from the person who has a right to 
it) ; to withhold wrongfully. 

[1292 Britton i. xix. §8 Nos esthetes defforcez ( transL 
Escheats deforced from us). Ibid, in. xxi. § i Tiel qi la. . 
rente deforce tient {ir. who holds the rent deforced).] 
c 1470 Harding Chron. lxxx. i, Arthure. .emperour of Rome 
by title of right, [Whiche deforced] by Lucius Romain, 
jPretendyng hym for emperour of might. 1609 Skene Reg. 
Maj. 28 Command B. that. .he. .restore to M.. .her reason- 
abill dowrie . .And inquire him, fo • quhat cause he deforces 
and deteins the samine fra her. 1765 Land. Chron . 23 Nov. 
500 The cutter is said to have deforced Capt. Duncan’s 
boat.. off the island of May. 1865 Nichols Britton II. 6 
It sometimes happens.. that he who has no right deforces 
the wardship from him who has a better right [ deforce la 
garde a cell qi major dreit ad], 

f b. gen. To take or keep away by force Obs. 
143® Lydg. Chron. Troy n. xiv, For you my wyfe, for you 
myne owne Heleine, That be deforced fro me, welaway. 
1494 Fabyan Chron. I. 215 (R.) This Lowys. .maryed the 
daughter of Guy. .the which after, for nerynesse of kynne, 
was deforced from the sayd Lowys. 

2. To eject a person) by force from his property; 
to keep (him) forcibly out of the possession of\ to 
deprive wrongfully. 

1531 Dial, on Lazos Eng. it. xxv. (1638) 109 Where 
a Parson of a Church is wrongfully deforced of his Dismes. 
1540 Act 32 Hen. VIII , c. 7 § 7 Personnes . . dysseased, 
deforsed, wronged, or otherwise . . put from their lawful! 
inheritance. 1536 Ferne Lacies Nobilitie 35 Stephen was 
a wrongfull possessour of the Crowne, for he deforced Mawd 
. .of her right. i6oz Fulbecke 2 ndPt. Parall. 57 A Nuper 
obijt ought to be brought by that Coparcener, who is de- ! 
forced from the tenements, against all the other Coparceners 
which do deforce her. 1741 T. Robinson Gavelkind vi. 105 
[He] enters on the whole Land on the Death of the Ancestor 
and deforces the other. 1865 N ichols Britton II. 257 Peter 
wrongfully deforces her of the third part of so much land. 

8. Sc. Law. To prevent by force (an officer of 
the law) from executing his official duty. 

1461 Liber Phtscardensis xi. xi. (1877) I. 399 Deforsand ! 
serrefis, masaris or sergeand, 1579 .SV. Acts jas. VI (1597) 

§ 75 In case the officiar. .beis violently deforced and stopped 
in execution of his office. 1609 Skene Reg. Maj. Table 75 
He quha deforces the kings officiars, and stops the taking 
of poynds. x8x6 Scott Antiq. xlii, If you interrupt me in 
my duty, I will ..declare myself deforced. 1885 Manch . 
Exam. 18 Mar. 4/7 Crofters charged with deforcing a 
sheriff’s officer while attempting to serve summonses for 
arrears of rent. 

f 4. To commit rape upon, to force. Sc. Obs. 

1528 Lyndesay Dreme 1098 Tak tent, how prydful Tar- 
quyne tynt his croun, For tire deforsyng of Lucres. 1536 
Bellenden Cron. Scot. (1821) I. 173 Mogallus . . deforsit 
virginis and matronis. 

t Defo'rce, sb. Sc. Obs. [f. the vb.] — De- 
forcement. 

1479 Act. Dorn. Cone. 33 fjam.) That Johne Lindtssay . . 
sail restore to James lord Hammiltoune. .a kow of a deforce, 
a salt mert, a mask fat. Ibid. 38 That he has made na 
defnrss. 

Deforcement (di'.o»usment'). Law. [a. AF. 
and OF. deforcement (12th c.\ f. deforcer ; in med. 
L. (Scotch Stat.) deforciamentum : see prec. and 
-MENT.] 

1. 4 The holding of any lands or tenements to 
which another person has a right 5 (Wharton, Law 
Lex.) ; the action of forcibly keeping a person out 
of possession of anything. 

X609 Skene Reg. Maj. cxxxv. 137 Gif any man complaines 
. . that he is vnjustlie deforced be sic ane man, of sic lands, 
or sic ane tenement, .the maker of the deforcement sail be 
summoned incontinent. 1768 Blackstone Comm. III. 172 
The fifth and last species of injuries by ouster or privation of 
the freehold .. is that by deforcement. Ibid. 174 Another 
species of deforcement is, where two persons have the same 
title to land, and one of them enters and keeps possession 
against the other. 

2. Sc. Law , The forcible preventing of an officer 
of the law from execution of his office ; such obstruc- 
tion or resistance as is construed to amount to this. 

1581 Sc. Acts Jos. VI <1597) § Ix ? hi a H actiones of de- 
forcement cs, and breaking of arreistmentes. 1609 Skene 
Reg. Maj. 2 Ane deforcement done to the kings officiar. 
x7o3 J. Chamberlaynb St. Gt. Brit. 11. hi. x. (1743) 434 
The resisting him [the messenger at arms] is a crime in the 
law of Scotland, called deforcement. axB 05 A. Carlyle 
Autobiog. 22 note, The thieves were collecting .in order to 
come to Dumfries on the day of the execution, and make 
a deforcement as they were conducting Jock to the gallows. 
1884 N. Brit. Daily Mail 5 Aug. 4/3 Two aged women, 
tried at Stornoway for deforcement of a sheriff officer. 

Deforcer (diTo^JSSi). Also 6-9 deforceor, 
6 Sc. -forsare, 7 -forsour, [a. AF. deforceour , 
-eor, f. dcforcer to Deforce.] 

1. Law. One who wrongfully ejects or keeps 
another out of possession ; = Deforciant. 

x6z8 Coke On LUt. 331 b, The Deforceor holdeth it so 
fast, as the right owner is driuen to his reall Praecipe. 1641 
Termes de la Ley, Deforceor is hee that overcommeth and 
casteth out with force, and he differeth from a disseisor, 
first in this, that a man may disseise another without force 
.. then because a man may deforce another that never was 
in possession. 1656 Blount Glossogr., Deforsour. 1700 
Tyrrell Hist. Eng . II. 1106 The Deforceors withal to be 
amerced. 1865 Nichols Britton II. 25 Let the deforceor 
be punished according to the tenor of our statutes, 

2. Sc. Law. One who deforces an officer of the 
law ; see Deforce 3. 

1587 Sc. Acts fas. VI (1597) § 84 All deforcers of Offi; 
ciares, in execution of their Office, 1609 Skene Reg. Maj. 
2 Gif the deforcer is convict , .of the said deforcement. 
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f 3 . One who commits a rape : see Deforce 4. 
1533 Bellenden Livy 1. (1822) 101 Gif me youre handis 
and’ mith that the adulterare and deforsareof me [Lucretia] 
sail nocht leif unpunist. 

Deforciant (d£ 16 ®'jsiant\ Law. Also 7 de- 
forceant. [a. AF. deforceant, pr. pple. of de- 
forcer. Cf. med. (AnglojL. dlforcians.] A person 
who deforces another or keeps him wrongfully out 
of possession of an estate. 

[1292 Britton in. xv. § 3 Si le deforceaunt ne puse averrer 
la soute [unless the deforciant can aver payment].] 1585 
in H. Hall Soc. Eliz , Age (1886) 239 Edward Essex levyed 
a fyne of the premyses to Hughe Stukeley deforciant. 1613 
Sir H. Finch Law (1636) 279 A fine is the acknowledg- 
ing of an hereditament .. to be his right that doth com- 
plaine. He that complaineth is called plaintife, and the 
other deforceant. 1767 Blackstone Comm. II. 350 An 
acknowlegement from the deforciants (or those who keep 
the other out of possession), xj CB Ibid. III. 174 In levying 
a fine of lands, the person, against whom the fictitious 
action is brought upon a supposed breach of covenant, is 
called the deforciant. 1885 L. O. Pike Year-bks. 12-13 
Edw. Ill Introd. 60 Actions, .in which the deforciant could 
not know the nature of the claim per verba brevis. 

f Defer cia-tion. Obs. [ad. med.L. deforcia- 
tidn-em {Leg. Quat. Burgi), disf orciation-em {Leg. 
Normann.), n. of action f. de-, disforcidre to De- 
force.] = Deforcement. 

[1695 Kennett Paroch. Antiq . II. Gloss., Deforciatio, 
a distraint or seizure of goods for satisfaction of a lawful 
debt. — Hence in Law D ictionaries^and under the anglicized 
form in Bailey 1721 and modern Diets. But the explana- 
tion is incorrect, the meaning in Kennett’s Latin quot. 
being * what is taken or held by force ’.] 

1864 Webster, Deforciation (Law), a withholding by 
force or fraud from rightful possession ; deforcement, 
f Beforcia*tor. Obs. [a. med.L. deforcidtor 
(Du Cange), agent-n. from deforciare to Deforce ] 
-Deforcer 1. 

1549 Act 3-4 Edw. VI, c. 3 § x Their Ingress and Egress 
were, .letted by the same Deforciators. 

Deforest (dzfy*rest), v. [f. De- II. 2 + Forest : 
cf. the synonyms De afforest. Disafforest, Dis- 
forest, OF. desforester, deforester, med.L. deaf 
forestare , disafforestare : see De- I. 6.] 

1 , Law. To reduce from the legal position of forest 
to that of ordinary land ; to make no longer a forest ; 
-Disafforest i, Disforest i. 

1538 Leland /tin. IV. 1x5 John Harman. .B. of Excester 
. . obteyned License to deforest the Chase there. 1759 B. 
Martin Hat. Hist . Eng. II. 105 One entire Forest, till 
deforested by the Kings. 

2 . gen. To clear or strip of forests or trees. 

1880 [see Deforesting]. 1887 Scribner's Mag. II. 450 
The region should be forest-clad ; or even if now deforested, 
[etc.]. 1891 Bret Harte First Pam. Tasajara x, [He] 

deforested the canon. 

Hence Defo rested ppl. a. ; Deforesting ybl. sb. 
and ppl. a. ; also Deforesta/tion ; Befo Tester. 

1538 Leland I tin. VII. iox At the Deforestinge of the old 
Foreste of Kyngeswood. x88o Scribner's Mag. Feb. 502 
Most speculating deforesters go to the bad pecuniarily. 
x83o Standard 10 Dec., By the deforesting of plains he has 
turned once fertile fields into arid deserts. 1884 Chicago 
Advance 25 Dec. 853 The native newspapers fear the de- 
forestation of Japan. 1887 Scribner's Mag. 1. 568 The 
deforested surface. 

Defo'rm, sb. nonce-wd. [f. Deform v.] The 
action of deforming, deformation : opp. to refonn . 

1831 Fraser’s Mag. IV. 2 He.. permitted the actual de- 
form of his windows sooner than testify any sort of sym- 
pathy with the sham reform of parliament. 

Deform ^diT^r-im), a. arch. Forms: 4-6 de- 
feurrne, 6-7 deforme, 7- deform, [a. obs. F. 
deforme (1604 in Godef.) = mod.F. difforme, or ad. 
L. deform-is (in med.L. also difformis') deformed, 
misshapen, ugly, disgraceful, f. De- I. 6 4- forma 
shape. Cf. also Difform.] Deformed, misshapen, 
shapeless, distorted; ugly, hideous. 

1382 Wyclif Gen. xli. 19 Other seven oxen .. defourme 
and leene. 1508 Fisher Wks. (1876) 98 With many .. 
spottes of synne we haue..made it defourme in the syght 
of god. 1591 Sylvester Du Bart as 1. i. (1641) 3/2 A con- 
fus'd heap, a Chaos most deform. 1667 Milton P. L. xi. 
494 Sight so deform what heart of rock could long Drie- 
ey’d behold? <2x734 North Examen 1. iii. fit. 133 The 
monstrous and deform Tales of Oates. X872 Browning 
Fifine xliii, Every face, no matter how deform. 

Deform (dffp'im), v. 1 Also 5-7 dif-, 5 dyf-. 
[a. OF. deformer , also desformer , defformer , and 
(15th c.) dijformer, mod.F. dl former. The first is 
ad. L. deformdre , f. De- I. 6 + forma shape; the 
second represents the Rom. var. di formare, and. the 
last its med.L. repr. diffornidre. Thence the Eng. 
variants in de dif-. Cf. also Pr. deformar, It. de- 
formare, Sp. desformar.] 

1 . trans. To mar the appearance, beauty, or 
excellence of; to make ugly or unsightly; to dis- 
figure, deface, a. lit. 

c 1450 [see Deformed i]. 1509 Barclay Shyp of Folys 
(1570' 8 Thus by this deuising such counterlaited thinges, 
They diffourme that figure that God himselfe hath made. 
X530 Rastell Bk. Purgat. Prol., Some spot..wherby he is 
somwhat deformed, a 1627 Hayward Edw. VI (1630) 16 
He ,. wasted Tinedale ana the marches, and deformed the 
country with mine and spoile. 1634 Sir T. Herbert Trav. 
{1638) 80 Never did poore wretch shed more teares . . de- 
forming her sweet face. 1702 Rowe Tamerlane v. i. 20x2 


DEFOBMATIOBT. 

To deform thy gentle Brow with Frowns, 2858 Hawthorn® 
Fr. § It. Jrtds. (1872) I. 37 Ihe square.. had mean little 
huts, deforming its ample space. x86x Gen. P. Thompson 
A 2cdi Alt. III. clxxv. 208 The blackest pirate that ever de- 
formed his face with beard, 
b. fig- 

E533 Bellenden Livy m. (1822) 308 This honest victoria 
..wes deformit be ane schamefull jugement gevin be Ro- 
mane pepil. 1756 C. Lucas Ess. Waters I. Ded., It is a 
vice that deforms human nature.^ 1855 Macaulay Hist . 
Eng. IV. 535 The earlier part of his discourse was deformed 
by pedantic divisions and subdivisions. 

t c. To put out of proper form, disarrange. Obs. 
1725 Pope Odyss . xiv. 252 The fair ranks of battle to 
deform. X783 Hist. Europe in Ann. Reg . 66/2 Breaking 
the British line, and totally deforming their order of battle. 

f d. inlr. To become deformed or disfigured; 
to lose its beauty. Obs. rare. 

into Beattie Ode to Hope u. iii, To-morrow the gay scene 
deforms ! 

2 . trans. To mar the form or shape of; to mis- 
shape. See also Deformed. 

cx-joo, 1483 (see Deformed 2]. 1500-20 Dunbar Poems 

lxxxiv. 19 A crippill, or a creatour Deformit as ane oule be 
dame Natour. 1590 Shaks. Com. Err. 1. ii. xoo Darke 
working Sorcerers that change the mind: Soule-killing 
Witches, that deforme the bodie. 1594 - - Rich. Ill, 1. i, 20 
Cheated of Feature by dissembling Nature, Deform’d, vn- 
fmish’d. 1703 Moxon Meek. Exerc. 94 Keep the Bitt 
straight to the hole you pierce, lest you deform the hole. 

8. To alter the form of; in Physics, to change 
the normal shape of, put out of shape: cf. De- 
formation 3. 

1702 Eng. Theophrast, xi6 Nothing so_ deforms certain 
Courtiers, as the Presence of the Prince ; it so alters their 
Air and debases their Looks that a Man can scarce know 
them. 1876 Gladstone Homeric Synchr. 222 T his com- 
pletely alters and deforms the idea of the earth as a plane 
surface. 1883 Nature XXVII. 405 The hard steel.. breaks 
up or deforms the projectiles. 

4 . Obs. var. of Difform v. 

■f Deform, ■Z'. 2 Obs. rare. In 4 defourme, 
deffoxme. [ad. L. deformdre to form, fashion, 
describe, f. De- I. 1, 3 + formare to Form.] trans. 
To form, fashion, delineate. 

1382 Wyclif 2 Cor. iii. 7 The mynistracioun of deeth de- 
fformyd [v.r.. defourmyde, Vulg. deformatd) by lettris [1388 
write bi lettris] in stoones. 

Deformable (dffp’imab’l), a. [f. Deform v. 
or a. (or their L. originals) + -able* Cf. Con- 
formable.] 

+ 1 . Affected with, or of the nature of, a deformity ; 
deformed; ugly. Obs. 

c 1450 M irour Salitacioun 4296 Thaire bodyes than shalle 
be more defourmable. 1576 Baker Jewell of Health 99 The 
hyghe rednesse of the face being deformable. 1677 Gale 
Crt. Gentiles iv. 17 Splendor and Brightnesse is essential to 
Beautie . . Shadows and Darknesses are deformed, and render 
althings deformable. 

2 . Capable of being deformed or put out of shape. 
Hence DeformabiTity. 

DeformaXizo: see De- II. 1. 
t Deformate, a. Obs. rare. [ad. L. deformdt - 
us, pa. pple, of deformdre '. ] Deformed, disfigured. 

c 1450 Henryson Compl. Creseide (R.), Whan she sawe 
her visage so deformate. 

Deformation (dffpim^Jhn). Also 5 diff-, 6 
dyff-. [ad. L. deformdtidn-em (in med.L. also 
dif), n. of action from L. deformdre to Deform. 
Cf. F. deformation (14th c. in Hatzf., and in 
Cotgr.); admitted into Diet. Acad. 1835.] 

1 . The action (or result) of deforming or marring 
the form or beauty of; disfigurement, defacement. 

c 1440 Lydg. Secrees 500 Difformacyons of Circes and 
meede. 1623 Cocker am, Deformation, a spoiling. 1633 
Bp. Hall Hard Texts 86 If by these means of deformation 
thy heart shall be set off from her. 1650 Bulwer Anthro- 
pomet. 96 Which deformation is so pleasing to their Eyes, 
that men . . are commonly seen with their Eares so arrayed. 
1734 Watts Relig. Juv. {1789) 85 Could you , . recover them 
from the deformations and disgraces of time. 1877 J. D. 
Chambers Div. Worship 13 The deformations perpetrated 
by Wyatt [in a building], 

2 . Alteration of form for the worse ; e sp., in con- 
troversial use, the opposite of reformation. 

11546 Bale Eng. Votaries 11. (1550) 48 b, Johan Capgraue 
writeth y t a great reforma cy on (a dyfiormacyon he shulde 
haue seyd) was than in the Scottish churche. 1581 Pettie 
Guazzo’s Civ. Cons’. 11. (1586) 81 To seeme young, .[they] con- 
vert their silver haires into golden ones, .this their transfor- 
mation or rather deformation [etc.], a 1638 Mede Disc, xlii, 
Wks. (1677) 236 These are the Serpents first-bom . , begotten 
..by spiritual deformation, as they are Devils, xogx N. 
Bacon Disc. Govt. Eng. h. xxxv. (1739) 159 The great work 
of Reformation, or rather Deformation in the Worship of 
God. 1774 A. Gib Present Truth II. 246 The grievous de- 
formation which has been taking place in the Church state. 
1832 Whately in Life (iZtt) 1 . 153 A most extensive ecclesi- 
astical reformation (or deformation, as it may turn out). 
1891 W. Lockhart Chasuble 7 Before the Protestant De- 
formation of religion in the sixteenth century, 

b. An altered form of a word in which its proper 
form is for some purpose perverted : 

e. g. the various deformations of the word GW, as *od, cod, 
dod, cot, cock, cop, etc., formerly so common in asseverations, 
etc., to avoid overt profanity of language, and the breach 
of the Third Commandment, or of statutes such as that of 
3 James I, c. 21 * For the preventing and avoiding of the 
great abuse of the holy name of God in stage-plays, inter- 
Hides’ [etc.]. . 


BEFORMATIVE, 


befoul, 


§. Physics. Alteration of form or shape ; relative 
displacement of the parts of a body or surface 
without breach of continuity ; an altered form of. 

1846 Cayley Wks, I. 234 Two skew surfaces are said to be 
deformations of each other, when for corresponding generat- 
ing lines the torsion is always the same. 1857 Whewell 
Hist Induct. CSV. HI. 54 The isogonal curves may be looked 
upon as deformations of the curve. 1869PHIPSGN tr. Gmlle- 
min's The Sun ( r87G' 81 The deformation of the solar disc 
by refraction. 1893 Forsyth Functions of a Complex Vari- 
able 333 In the continuous Deformation of a surface there 
may be stretching and there may be bending ; but there 
must be no joining. 

Beforsnative (cbTp-imativ), a. nonce-wd. [f. 
L. defer mat-, ppl. stem + -IVE.,] Having the pro- 
perty of deforming or altering for the worse. 

1641 Prelat . Episc. 10 Whither their courts be reformative 
or deformative, 

Beformed (cUfpumd), ppl. a. Also 5 dyf- 
fourmed* dzfformed. [f. Defobm v . + -El) V) 
fl. Marred in appearance; disfigured, defaced. 
c 1450 St. Cuthbert (Surtees) 4115 His face was deformed 
and bolnyd. 1535 Coverdale Isa. Iii. 13 Y e multitude shal 
wondre vpon. him, because his face shalbe so deformed & not 
as a mans face, 1553 Eden - Treat. Newe Ind. fArb.) 23 Theyr 
women are deformed by reason of theyr greate eyes, great© 
monthes and greate nosethrilles. 1631 We ever A no. Fan. 
Mm. 791 Beholding the deformed ruines, he could hardly 
reframe from teares. 163a Lithgow Trav, vi. 233 In all this 
deformed Countrey,: wee saw neyther house, nor Village. 

2. Marred in shape, misshapen, distorted; un- 
shapely, of an ill form. Now chiefly of persons : 
Misshapen in body or limbs. 

c 1400 Maundev. C1S39) v. 47 A monster is a king disarmed 
a}en kynde. 1483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 427/2 The most dys- 
fourmed and most myserable he sat nygne hym. 1574 tr. 
Littleton's Tenures 24 a, One that hath but one foote, or 
one hande, or is deformed, c 1600 Shaks. Scorn, cociti. 
The most sweet fauor, or deformedst creature. 1665 Sir 
T. Herbert Trav. (1677)338 Many deformed Pagotha’s are 
here worshipped. 1675 Traherne Chr. Ethics vi. 69 Lions 
have an inclination to their grim mistresses, and deformed 
bears a natural affection to their whelps. 1752 Johnson 
Rambler No. 196 p 7 Of his children, some may be de- 
formed, and others vicious. 1869 W P. Mackay Grace 
# Truth 1875) 247 A poor deformed fellow, 
f 3. Of irregular form ; shapeless, formless. Obs. 
1555 Eden Decades 200 Branches full of large and de- 
formed leaves. 1567 Satin Poems Reform, fit. 7 Ane King 
at eum . . At morne hot ane deformit lumpe of clay. 1655-60 
Stanley Hist. Philos. (1701} 186/1 Which .. he from a de- 
formed confusion reduced to beautiful order. 1677 Hale 
Prim. Grig. Man. iv. ii. 297 The great Moles Chaotica .. in 
its first deformed exhibition of its appearance . . had the 
shape of Water. 

A Perverted, distorted ; morally ugly, offen- 
sive, or hateful. 

iS 55 Eden Decades To Kdr. ( Arbri 53 The monstrous and 
deformed myndes of the people mvsshapened with phantasti- 
cal opinions, 1604 M arston Malcontent iv. iii, Sure thou 
would’st make an excellent elder in a deformed Church. 
*6a8 Prynne Love-lockes 49 What a deformed thing is it for 
a man to doe any womanish thing 3 1667 Milton P. L. vi. 
3S7 Deformed rout Enter'd, and 1 foul disorder, i860 Pusey 
Min. Pr&ph. 182 Deformed as is all oppression, yet to op- 
press the poor, has aa unnatural hideousness of its own. 

Beformedly (dHpTmedli, dffp-imdli), adv. 
Now rare. [f. prec. + -lt In a deformed ©r 
disfigured manner ; misshapen ly, iil-favouredly. 

; X593 Nashe Christ’s T. (.1613)' 21. Y011 . . cast them to the. 
Fames of the ayre, to bee deformedly tome in peeces. 1611 
Speed Hist. Gt. Brit. i-x. via. (1632'! 588 His fingers de- 
formedly growing together. 1634 Surf, Herbert Trav. 
(1638) 349 A speckled Toad-fish . ... not unlike a Tench, hut. . 
mom. -deformedly painted. 1667 H. More Div. Dial v. v. 
(*7*3' 411 He that keeps not to the right cloathing will be 
found most deformedly naked. 1685 — Paralip. Prophet. 412. 

f "b.fig. With moral deformity, Obs. 

' 1610 Healey St. Aug. Citie of God 858 Erring more de- 
formedly . . against the expresse word of God. 

f Befo rmedness. Obs. rare . [-ness] The 
quality of being deformed ; deformity, ugliness. 

1588 W. Averell Comb . Contrarieties B ij b, Howe doth 
" your gluttonie chaunge Natures camlines into foule de- 
.. formed nes? 

Beformer (dffpumw). [f. Deform vP + -kb b] 
One who or that which deforms; in controversial 
use, the opposite of reformer. 

1562 W in;et Cert. Tractates iii. Wks. 1888 1 . 2 6 The prin- 
cipal! deformare of his allege it reformat joun. ' 159a Nashe 
P. Femlesse F, A mightie deformer of men’s manners' and 
features this vnnecessarie vice, ^drunkenness],'' 1639; T. ' 
Goodwin On Revelation Wks.' II. it,' 120 (R.) '.To reduce 
our' worship,, etc. now into the pattern 01 the first four or 
five hundred years' (’which is the plausible pretence of our' 
new deformers} is to bring' . Popery again', in. 1689 T. 'Plus- . 
ket Char. Gd. Commander 54 Deformers, not Reformers, 
still • excite ' Informers*.' N on-conformers, to' indite. xSBz 
'Atlantic Monthly XLIX. 336 These literary deformers, 

+ Befo*rmidable, a. Obs. rare — K [? A mix- 
ture of deformable and formidable.] Tending to 
deformation... 

1631 WmvER. Anc Fun. Jlfon.’Ep. toKdr. 1 Their brasen 
Inscriptions' erased, . torne away,' '.and' pilfered, by which . in- 
humane, deformidahle act, the honourable memory of many 
. . persons deceased, is extinguished. ' V 

Beforming (difp-imirj), vbL sb. [-raoL] The 
action of the verb Deform, q.v. 

1552 Huloet, Defbrmynge, ■aitiatio. . 

BefoTmmg,/>/. a. [-ing That deforms : 
see the verb. 
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1870 Daily Hews 19 Dec., Incongruity is a deforming fea- 
ture. 1893 Ld. Kelvin in Pall Mall G. 1 Dec. 6/3 He 
had now. .a. .demonstration of elastic yielding in the eartn 
as a whole, under the influence of a deforming force. 

Deformity (d/f^imiti). Also 5 dif-, 5-6 

dy£f-. [a. OF. defirmiU (deformeieit, deformity 
desfirmiti), ad. L. deformit as, f . deformist see 
Deform a. and -ity. In mod.F. difformil£\ 

1. The quality or condition of being marred or 
disfigured in appearance ; disfigurement ; unsight- 
liness, ugliness. 

C1450 Cri, of Love clxvii. For other have their ful shape 
and beaute, And we . . ben in deformite. 2483 Caxton 
Gold. Leg. 431/1 Wythout abhomynacion of dyfiorinyte ne 
of ordure or fylthe. 1514 Barclay Cyt. % JJflandyshm. 
(Percy Soc.) 25 No fautes with Moryans is blacke cty- 
fformyte, Because all the sorte lyke of theyr favour be. 1530 
Rastell Rk. Purgat. in. viii. 2 [The linen cloths] had no 
such spottes or tokens of deformyte to the eye. 1058 Sir I . 
Browne Hydriot, iii. (1736) 31 Christians have handsomely 
glossed the Deformity of Death by careful Consideration of 
the Body, and civil Rites. 1634 Sir T. Herbert Trav . 
(1638) 261 Lastly, they cleanse themselves with purer water, 
supposing contaminated deformitie washt off. 1762-71 H. 
Walpole V entire's Anecd. Paint. (1786) I. 181 Beautifull 
Gothic architecture was engrafted on Saxon deformity. 1805 
Med. frill XIV. 107 To prevent the propagation of disease 
[smatl-pox], and its consequent effects, deformity. 

2. The quality or condition of being deformed or 
misshapen ; esp. bodily misshapenness or malform- 

* obnrtmial fnrmatifm of the bodv OT of SOIX1 G 


bodily member, 

c 1440 Gesta Rom. lxxviii, 396 (Add. MS.), A dwerfe of a 
litill stature, hauyng . . abose in his back, ande crokide fete 
. . ande full of alle diformyte. 1494 Fabyan Chr on. vii. 330 
Edmunde . . surnamed Crowlce backe, was the . . eldest; 
albe it he was put by, by y-* meane of his fad re, for his de- 
formytye. 1587 Golding DeMornayx, 138 But how can 
mater be without forme, seeing that euen deformitie it selfe 
is a kinde of forme? 1594 Shaks. Rich. Ilf 1. i. 27 To see 
my Shadow in the Sunne, And descant on mine owne De- 
formity. Ibid. 1. ii. 57 Blush, blush, thou lumpe of fowl© 
Deformitie. 1643 Sir T. Browne Relig. Med. 1. § 16 1 he 
Chaos : wherin . . to speak strictly, there was no deformity, 
because no forme. 1717 Lady M. W. Montagu Let, to 
Ctess of Mar 16 Jan., Their fondness for these pieces of 
deformity [d waifs]. i8ox Med. Jrnt. V. 41 In cases of de- 
formity of the pelvis. 1856 Kane A ret. Expl II. i. 22 
Rightly dad, he is a lump of deformity waddling over the 


3. (with a and pi.) An instance of deformity ; 
a disfigurement or malformation; now usually 
spec, a malformation of the body or of some bodily 


member or organ. 

1413 Lydg. Pilgr. Srywle rt. xlv. (1859) 52 The fowls spottys, 
and wonderful defourmytees, whiche he shohl apperctryuen 
in his owne persons. 1578 Lyts Dodoens iv. Ivii. 518 Sonne 
burning, and other stiche deformities ©f the face, a iC6z 
Heylyn Laud 1. (z6?x) 204 Those deformities in it (St, 
Paul's] which by long time had been contracted. 1794 
Sullivan View Nat. V. 382 Others . . carry. . maladies and 
deformit ies about them, from the cradle to the grave. 1807-26 
S. Cooper First Lines Surg. led. 5! 411 The tumour some- 
times creates no particular inconvenience; and is merely a 
deformity. 

b. transf. A deformed being or thing. 

1698 F ryes Acc. E. India 44 Their Gods . . were cut in 
horrid Shapes ... to represent the Divinity . . yet. I cannot 
imagine such Deformities could ever be invented for that 
end. 18x7 Byron Manfred i. i, A bright deformity on high, 
The monster of the upper sky 1 1838. Dickens Nick. Nick . 
viii, Children with, the countenances of old men, deformities 
with irons upon their limbs. 

4. ff. Moral disfigurement, ugliness, or crooked- 


ness. 

CX400 Maundev. (Roxb.) xxi. 141 Purged and dene of all 
vice and alkyn deformitee. 1561 T. Norton Calvins Inst. 
x, xv. 1x6341 74 The corruption and deformitie of our nature.. 
1696 Stanhope Chr. Pattern (17x1) 71 If the deformity of 
his neighbour’s actions happen to represent that of his own. 
1741 Middleton Cicero II. vii. too The deformity of 
Pompey’s conduct. xS6o Emerson Cmd. of Life , Behaviour 
Wks, (Bohn) 1 1 . 38a It held bad manners' up* so that churls 
could see the deformity. 

b. (with a and pi.) .A moral disfigurement 
1571 Campion Nisi. Ird, ttv, (1633) SoThey declined now 
to such intolk-rable deformities ©flife and other superstitious, 
errors. 1576 Fleming Pm&pl. Eptsi. 248, X supposed it a 
great deformitie* and disorder. 1705 Stanhope Paraphr. I. 
22 Those Vicious Habits which are a Deformity to Chris- 
tians. 1855 Macaulay Hist. Eng. IV. 333 Cromwell had 
tried to correct, the deformities of the representarive system. 
If 5. Misused for D iffo rm i t y, difference or diver- 


sity of form, ; want of uniformity or conformity. 

■ rS3*'** Latimer In Foxe A. $ M. (1563) 133^1 Better it 
were to haue a deformitie in preaching , . then to haue suche 
a vniformirie that the sely people should® . . continue sti.il in 
* . ignonmnee. a 1623 Pemb le Grace f Fmih(s 6 35'i 49 The 
greatest deformity and disagreement . . between* his know, 
lodge . , and, feis application thereof to practice. 1658 Sir T. 
Browne Garden of Cyrus ii. 45 The Funeral bed of King 
Cheops, .which holds seven in length and four foot in Iredth* 
had no great deformity from this measure, a 1708 Beveridge 
Priv. Tk. 1. (1730) x» This Deformity to the Will and Nature 
of God, is that which we call Sin. 1788 Fames Slim, 'Grit* 
(ed. 7) II, 400 A remarkable uniformity among creatures' 
of the same kind, and a deformity {other edd. cliff] no less 
remarkable among creatures of different kinds, 
t BefoTmly, adv. Obs. [f. Dipoem a, 4 -lt 2 .] 
In a e deform * manner* with, distortion* deformedly. 

a 1684 Leighton Serm. Habak. iii., iy t x8 (R.) A limb out 
of joint, which ....moves both deformely and painfully, ' a 1734 
North Lives (1890) II. 335 [He] often laughed* but (ws Ms 
visage was then distorted,! most deformiy. 


Defers©, etc., obs. forms of Deforce* etc. 
Defortify: see De- II. 1. 

Befosssioai (diTp-Jsn). [modi,, defossidn-em, 
n. of action from L. defodcre to bury (in the earth \] 
(See quot. : but the etymological meaning of the 
word is simply ‘burying* interment .) 

1753 Chambers Cycl Sup/., Defossion, De/ass m t the pun- 
ishment of burying alive, inflicted among the Romans, on 
vestal virgins guilty of incontinency. [Hence in rood. Diets.] 

t BefbuT, defoii, ^ Obs. Forms: a. 3-5 
dofoale-n, 4-6 defoul(e, defowI(e, (5 defoullo, 
devoul, d6f(f)ule, diffowl, dyffowl* 5-6 dif- 
foule). 0 . 4-6 defoylo, (5 defuyi(e, diffoyle, 
defoyllo), 5-f> defoii. See also Defile. [ME. 
a. OF. defottle-r ( defolcr , filler, filler) to trample 
down, oppress, outrage, violate, deflower, f. Ds- 1, 1 
+ fouler (filer, filer) ‘to tread, stampe. or trample 
on, to bruise or crush by stamping * Cotgr. (« Pr, 
filar , Sp. hollar , 1 1 . failure) :-late I,. fiUare to 
stamp with the feet, to full (cloth), connected with 
h. fullo, - bnem fuller, med.L. fulldtdr turn a fulling- 
mill, etc. Senses 1-5 existed already in OF. ; the 
senses ‘trample in the mud’, and ‘violate chastity", 
thus coming with the word into English, nat urally 
suggested that it contained the native adjective 
Foul, QE.////, and gave rise to senses 6-8, which 
derive from ‘ foul % as well as (apparently) to the 
collateral form Defile (q.v.), on the analogy of 
the equivalence of befoul \ defile. The. phonology 
of the variant defuyle , defiyle (found nearly as 
early as default', has not been satisfactorily made 
out: see Foil v. It occurs in the earlier senses* 
and does not appear to have been specially con- 
nected with defile, ] 

1 . trans. To trample under foot ; tread down. 

a. c tzga S. Eng. Leg I. 373/897 IMouktie: buy f f>e tones] 
weren so. **97 R. Glovc. 071*4) 5.36 HU , . ©rue on him 
mid hor hors, A: defoulcde him vasic# a *340 Ham pole 
Psalter xc. x 3 pou mil defoul |« Ijon & f»© dragon* X340 
Ayenb. 167 Moche! is defouied mid N uel of uoiierei pe 
robe of scarlet, urban J«et J«j kuen his do an* X38* Wyclu? 
Matt. vii. 6 Nethir stride ^e 30u.ru margant** . . ■ bifore, 
swyne, lest pemuenture thet defouien hem with theire feet 
[Vulg. concukent\ ct 400 Three Kings Cologne 50 On J*s 
morwe j«i si^en pc weye grettidi defowled with hors fete, 
and oj»ir beestys. *483 Caxton Gold. Leg,' x8x b/x Tbemie 
the knyghtes , , tote « defowleden naxmryen under theyr 
feet. X574 tr. Littleton's Tenures 66 b, Wasting anil be- 
fouling of their grass©. 

/3. TX330 Arth. ft Merl. 9297 Tlwr was defoiled King 
.Rion Vridcr stedes let mant on, 1470-85 Maloiy Arthur 
t. xlv, That were fowls defoyled vncler hcrsfeirt. xgag Lo. 
Berners From, II. xv. 30 As they rode 'nbrodt, thay I mm 
downe and defoyled their comes . . mil wold« tint tope the 
highe wayes. ^ 
b. mbsol. or intr, 

a 2300 K. A Us. 2.463 Mt myglit* y-seo flier koygfitis 
defoille* Heorten bledc, brayaes beryie, liecle* louibka. 

2 . To bruise, break, crush (materially'* 

CX3©© Beltet no o The bond is undo And al defended, ami 
we tooth delyvred so |cf, Pmim exxm fl a *3*5 Prme 
Psalter x!v|i]. 9 He &hnl dt*fo»k how« and hreto nrmes, 
c 1386 Chaucer Pars. T* 1 907 He want woutidid for ouie 
mysdede*' and defouled by oure felonyen *4. . Vac, in Wr.» 
.whicker 575/12 Contort, to breke or defotde. #*S3G Ea. 
Bkrxkw Hmm exxi 433 The, Gryfiba » sore defowlyd and 
tort hyra that, he could not ry m vp, 

3 * To trample clown or crush (figtimtivcly) ; to 
oppress; to outrage* maltreat* abuse 
«„ cxtoo St. Itmmtmn 508 The deveien nome thane 
wrecchelaste, And defoulcde him *l range y *00113 mtl nwidtle 
the fur hiir* caste, c xgng 1 L M, A Hit. P, II. *iao If folk to 
defowled 'by ynfre ctouutce. ijjrt 'Lawil. P, PI C, ■ xyw* 
iq$ How ryght holy men iyueden* Flow diet cIefonlede,«.l«re 
fleesish, a *40© Relig. Pieces fr. Thornton MS, tMf 46 To 
refuse it fil'ke a toxiily yma^ynacyone | and to defule if, to* k 
may see the selfe awy Ike as it e %. *485 i ax ios I has. < 7 t, i> S 
Thou hast gretefy cfefoutod roe by ©ultra ne. *508 Duwbar 
Fly ting ajo'Oule, rtre and 3'owle* I sail defowll thy pry tie. 

0 . c 1350 Will Paleme 4614 Alb %cur fan to*' with fews 
defoyled jnu long. *404 Fabyah ( h rm. 4 f H ! ton* a, whit he 
both iarofes defoyled. fly' iheir outrage., *548 Hall t'ltmn, 
(1809) 486 Ferkyn * . so many titimi had ham 1 defoyled and 
vanqusshid, 

4 . To violate the chastity of, deflower, ilelauch- 
Often* esp. in later mt, with the sense of dtJUe^ 

cia&sS. Eng, Leg. I. iti/fi W©H**t fnw ilefotti »i 
bodi? «33© It, ilRim'jfE Chrrn. *157 H*ihp . * Ito 

wymw» her dtoiitrei lay M» |%f i»«lis *I©»li vdih 
. : Joiyu«*» MAtntoav. (Hoan.ii %xxu 141 After to 

nyght tof to* wy mmen er m defouled* I,ow*twc« 

Gmil xiiib *63 And hr Child beryng nriirw tWwwlid was, 
hut Evert Clmc virgin© to GcAdii pym. 1483 Caxton 
G* de- Ik Tom* C vj. Their susler tfiai m had : to il«p»c«W 
or iefowted, , wcajt Lee Fmm, I. xxxvih. si. TTe 

Spmytx'des, .piled tit# tsmm f #i«l' stewt dyiiem, m 4 «!©» 
fowled mMdt.au*, ..*596 Lmiid$ Hitt. Smi. I* 

..»» Oif qum drfouli* a notliir mania wyfe. ' 

X430r-4o Chanted s Frmthl. T, C&mh. MS.) How 
iytto tbit w-witwyt Itaddyn' awidh dtanlt To hmn ilefoylfd 
\0tJkrr MSSm uefoulvd] wills miusys foul** d»*lyt. 1486 Act 3 
Mm. Vil % ct Women. brt»».marrird to siuh 
;»vardefoited* to ttot great litoptoature of tfoii . _ 

6* To violate (hkw% holy places, etc*) * to break 
the saiteiity of* profane* polltiicL 
«. 13. . Version, of Ps. lx x vii I, 1 (in Wyelyps Bible Frr£ 
4 mm\ Thei defoukdyn thin hcwli tempi#* Wvwiv 
MMLiBL 5 la.mlsothto pri»ils m ifi« tempte mfmhm tf« 
sabothto. tf *4« Mmmm, (*8^| xsL ijy Tit .ton 


BEFOUL. 

defouled the Lawe. 1485 Caxton Chas. Gt. 42 He hath . . 
deffuled chyrches. 1491 — Vitas Pair. (W. de W. 1495} i. 
xxxv. 29 a/i The name of our blessyd sauyour . . [was] horrybly 
dispysed & defouled.^ 1513 Douglas Mneh x. vil. 69 The 
quhilk . . Defowlit his fadderis bed mcestuusly. x6r4 T. 
White Marty rd. St: George B ij b, It moued not the Tyrant 
to behold The Martirs goodly body so defowld. 

0 . 13 ■ Prose Psalter Ixxviii. 1 Hij fiiden {Dublin MS. 
defoil yd] byn holy temple, c 1450 St Cuthbert (Surtees) 
7373 My kirke j?ou : hase defuyled. 1481 Caxton Tulle on 
Friends h. C ii), That frendship were hurte or defoylled- 
2549-62 STERNHOLD & H. Ps. Ixxix, Thy temple they defoile, 
t>. To render (materially) foul, filthy* or dirty ; 
to pollute, defile, dirty. 

a. c 1320 R. Brunne Medit . 506 With wete and eke dung 
]>ey hym defoule. 1402 Hoccleve Letter of Cupid 186 
That bird . . ys dyshonest . . that vseth to defoule bis ovne 
neste. 1530 Rastell Bk. Purgat. hi. viii, Yf ony of those 
table clothes or napkyns be defouled with dust fylth or 
other foule mater. 1576 Turberv. Vemrie 100 An Hart 
defowlant the water. 

0. 1483 Caxton Gold. Leg, 25 V1 Thy desyrous vysage 
. . the Jewes with their spyttynges have defoylled. 1528 
Roy Rede me 'Arb.) 113 Henns and capons Defoylynge 
theyrm with their durt. 1548 Udai.l, etc. Erasm. Par. 
Luke xxiv. 191 Not stained or defeated:. 2600 Fairfax 
Tasso viii, lx,, With dust and gore defoiled. 

7 . Jig. a. To defile or pollute morally ; to corrupt. 

a. <21340 Hampole Psalter 518 Defouland his elde in 

syn. ^1380 Wyclif Wks. (1880) 129 To kepe hym self 
unblekkid or defoulid froj?is world. <71440 Hylton, Scala 
Perf. (. W. d'eW. 1494) 1 lxiii, Wyth thy pryde thou defbwlest 
all thy good dedes. 1484 Caxton Chivalry 45 Chyualrye 
.. is defouled by coward men and faynt of herte. 1540 
Taverner Postils , Exhort, bef. Commmi Man, which is 
so much defouled & corrupt xn all kynde of unryghtuous- 
nes. a 1555 Philpot Exam . <$* Writ * (Parker Soc.) 373 He 
defouleth the whole faith of his testimony, by the falsifying 
of one part. 

0. 2398 Trevisa Barth. Be P. R. n. ii. {1495] 29 Angels 
..ben not defoyled wyth none alTeccyon. <71440 Hylton 
Scala Perf. (W. de W. 1494' 1. xliii, Yf thou he defoyled 
wyth vaynglory. 14501-1530 Myrr. our Ladye 98 Yt was 
defoyled and darkyd and mysshape by synne. 

lb. To render ceremonially or sentimentally un- 
clean ; to defile, sully. 

<71449 Pecock Repr. 465 To ete with hondis not wayschen 
defoulith not a man. *483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 141 b/r The 
mouth whyche god had kyssed ought not to be defouled in 
touchyng. 1612 Speed Hist. Gt. Brit. vii. xlli. § 14. 352 
Must I needs defoule my self, to be his only faire foule. 

e. To sully (fame, reputation, or the like) ; to 
defame. 

a. <72400 Bestr. Troy 2475 Your suster. .bat our fame so 
defoules, 8 c is in filth noldyn. <71450 Gol'agros fy Gave. 1038 
Wes I neuer yit defoullit, nor fylit in fame. 

B. 1470-85. Malory Arthur ix. xxxii, I .. am defoiled 
with falshede and treason. 

8 . To make unsightly or ugly [cf. Foul a.], to 
disfigure. 

a, 2387 Trevisa Higden (Rolls) I. 389 And bey be faire of 
schap, bey beeb defouled and i-made vmemelich i«now wib 
here owne clobinge. 2430 Lydg. Ckrou. Troy 11. xi, The 
soyle defouled with ruyne Of walles olde. 

0, 2398 Trevisa Barth. Be P. R . vri. lx. (1495) 276 
Blaynes defoylle the skynne and maketh it vnsemely. 

t Befoul, defoiT, sb. Ohs. Also defoule, 
-fowl© ; defoile. [f. Befoul v.] 

X. Trampling down ; oppression, outrage. 
c 1330 A rth. $ Merl. 7999 (Matzn.) Ther was fighting, 
ther was toile. And vnder hors knightes defoile. Ibid. 9191 
Ther was swiche cark and swiche defoil. 2400 Earl of 
Dunbar Let. in C. Innes Scot. Mid. Ages ix. t i86oi 263 The 
wrongs Sc the defowle that ys done me. <7 2425 Wyntoun 
Cron. viii. xxvx. 54 (Jam.) Lychtlynes and succwdry Drawys 
in defowle cotnownaly. 1563-87 Foxe A. M. (2684) X. 
460/1 If we take this defoule and this disease in patience. 

2 . Defilement, pollution. 

<7x325 E. E. Allii. P. C. 200 ]>er no de-foule of no fylbe 
watz fest hym abate. 2387 Trevisa // igden. i Rolls} I. 109 
bat water.. takeb no defoul, but is clene i-now. 1398 — 
Barth. Be P. R. xvn. cxxiii. (Tollem. MS.), Picche de- 
fouleb . .and suche defoule [1535 defoylynge] is unnebe taken 
awey from clobe. . 

t Defoxrled, fpl. a. Ohs . [f. Defoul v. + -ed.] 
Defiled, polluted, corrupt. 

C1440 Promp. Pam. 126 Defowlyd, deturf atus , .fecu- 
lentus, (P. dehonestatus). 1460 W. Thorpe Test, in Arb. 
Garner VI. 214 Covetous almoners. and defouled. adulterers. 
1483 Cath. A ngl. 94 Defowled, maculatus, pollu i us, etc. 

t Befotrler. Ohs. [f. as prec. + -er L] One 
who defonls. 

24., P r oc. in Wr.-W flicker 617/34, T ritor, a defoulere. 
0x440 Jacob's Well 62 pise dyffbulerys & depryueresofholy 
cherche.. 

t Befouling, deforliaig, vbl. sb. Ohs. [f. 
Defoul v. -f- -vs a 1.] The action of the verb 
Defoul : a. Trampling down ; to. Violation, de- 
flowering ; e. Defiling, pollution, defilement ; d. 
Disfigurement. 

<71380 Wyclif Sel. Wks. III. 200 No defoulynge b er °f 
■may askape unpeyned. *382 — • 2 Sam. xxii. 5. There ban 
envyround me the defouTyngis of deeth. 1398 Trevisa 
Barth. Be P. R. xvn. cxxiii. {149.5} 685 Defoyllyng of 
pytche is vneth '.taken' awaye from clothe. 14.. Prose 
Legends in ■ Anglia VIII, 258.. Made dale for' defoylinge of 
chirches., 1440 J. Shirley Dethe K. James (1818) 5 Yn 
dispusellyng arid defowl yng of yong madyns. '■ <21450 Knt. 
de la 'Tom- 23 That defoufyng of her uisage. 1483 Cath, 
A ngl. .94 A Defowlynge, conculcacio, pollmio, etc. ■ 1535 
Stewart Cron. Scot. II. 124' For the defouUing of his 
dochter "deir. 3548 Hall Ckron. 247 b, The bytyng of her 
tethe . .defoulynge of her tayle. 

Defound, var. of Defueb v. Obs. 
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Befourme, obs. form of Defokm 1 . 
t Befrau*d, sb. Obs. [f. Defraud w., after, 
Fraud sh] * Defraudation. 

<7 2440 Jacob's Well iii. (E. E. T. S.) 21 ho arn acursyd, bat 
. . 3yuen awey here good., .in defrauds of here wyves & chyl- 
deryn. 2493 Sc. Acts Jas. IV § 85, For the defraud 

done to our Soveraine Lorde in his customes be strangers. 
2495 Act 11 Hen . VII, e. 22 Preamb., Their subtill ymagyn- 
acion in defraude of the seid estatutes. 25Sx_ Y<7. Acts 
Jas. VI (1597} § 217 Anent . . Alienationes maid in defraud 
of Creditoures. 2800 Trans. Soc. Encaurag. Arts XVIII. 
216 Without , .being liable to the. .defrauds of the miller. 

Defraud (difr§-d), v. [a. OF. defrauder (des-, 
defy dif - v , 14th c. in Godef., ad. L. defrauddrey t 
De- I. 3 + frauddre to cheat, f. f razes , f?'aud-eniy 
deceit, Fraud.} 

1 . To deprive (a person) by fraud of what is his 
by right, either by fraudulently taking or by dis- 
honestly withholding it from him ; to cheat, cozen, 
beguile. Const, of (+ from). 

1362 Langl. P. PL A. viii. 71^ He bat beggep .. bote he 
habbe neode. . defraudeb beneodi. 24. . Epipk. in Tundale's 
Vis. (2843) 204 They, .thanked God with all her hartis furst 
Whech hathe not defrawded hern of her lust. 1474 Caxton 
Ckesse 98 To defraude the hegiler is no fraude. 2555 
Eden Decades 39 He had .'. defrauded the kynge of his 
portion. 2634 Sir T. Herbert Trav. 46 This poore Citie, 
was defrauded of her hopes. Ibid. 217, I will a little de- 
fraude the Reader from concluding with a few lines touch- 
ing the first Discoverer. 2752 Johnson Rambler No. 199 
V 7 To defraud any man of his due praise is unworthy of 
a philosopher. 2838 Emerson Addr. Camb., Mass. Wks. 
(Bohn); II. 198 Whenever the pulpit is usurped by a formalist, 
then is the worshipper defrauded. 2880 E„ Kirke Garfield 
39 We who defraud four million citizens of their rights. 

*b to. with direct and indirect object. Obs. 

2381 Wyclif Luke xix. 8 If I haue ony thing defraudid 
cay man I 3elde the fourefold. __ 1600 Holland Livy iv. xii, 
148 Defrauding servants a portion of their daily food. 1670 
Milton Hist. Brit . vi. Harold, Harold .. defrauded his 
soldiers their due. .share of the spoils. 

e. absol. To act with or employ fraud. 

1382 Wyclif r Cor. vi. 8 don wrong and defrauden 
[1388 doen fraude] or bigiten and that to britheren. 2622 
Bible Mark x. 19 Doe not beare false witmesse. Defraud 
not. 1875 Jowett Plato (ed. 21 III. 102 If he is the trustee 
of an orphan, and has the power to defraud. 

2 . fig. To deprive or cheat (a thing) of what is 
due to it ; to withhold fraudulently, arch, or Obs . 

1497 Bp. Alcock Mono Perfect. D j/3 They selle Cryst 
&,detraudeth theyr relygyon. 2559 Bp. Cox in Strype.< 4 ?m. 
Ref. I. vi. 98 They defrauded the payment of tithes and 
firstfruits. 2660 Boyle Seraph. Lcn>e 26 Where a direct 
and immediate expression of love to God defrauds not any 
other Duty. 2764 Goldsm. Trav. 277 Here beggar pride de- 
frauds her daily cheer, To boast one splendid banquet once 
a year, a 2805 Paley (in Webster 2828), By the duties 
deserted, .by the claims defrauded. 

Hence Defr au* ding vbl. sb. 

2548 Udale, etc. Erasm. Par. 1 Cor. vii. (R.\ To denye 
this right yf eyther of hothe aske it, is a defraudyng. 2652 
Hobbes Leviatlu n. xxvii. 160 The robbing, or defrauding 
of a Private man. 1659 Gauden Tears of Ch. 2-35 Few do 
pay them without delayings, defalkings, and defraudings. 

Befrauda* tion . [a. OF. defraudation, -acion 
( 1 3-1 4th c. in Godef.), ad. L. dgfrauddtion-em , n. 
of action from defrauddre to Defraud.] The 
action (or an act) of defrauding; fraudulent de- 
privation of property or rights ; cheating. 

2502 Arnolds Ckron. (i8it) 286 The sayd cardynal . ,por- 
ehased hvmself in gret deffraudacion of your Hyghnes, a 
charter of pardon. 1601-2 Fulbecke 2 net Ft. Parall. 23 b. 
Here is no defraudation of the Law. 1646 Sir T. Browne 
Pseud. Ep. 1. iii ir Deluding not onely unto pecuniary de- 
fraudations, hut the irreparable deceit of death. axnxS 
Blackall Wks. (2723) 1 . 190 By such Defraudation we be- 
come Accessaries, etc. 2886 H. D. Traill Shaftesbury 19 
This defraudation of personal and constitutional rights. 

Befrair&er. [fi Defraud v. + -er i : perh. a. 
OF. defraudeor, - eur , ad. L. defraudator-emi\ 
One who defrauds, one who fraudulently withholds 
or takes what belongs to another. 

1552 Abp. Hamilton Catech. (1884) 10 Defraudaris of 
waigis fra servandis or labouraris. 165* Reliq \ Wotton. 
257 (R.' Decrees against defrauders of the pub lick chests. 
2754 Richardson Grandisan (176 6) V. 67 Who would not 
rather be the sufferer than the defrauder? 2878 N. Amer . 
Rev. GXXVIL 287 A defrauder of the revenue, 
t Befrati'dfaX, a. Obs. rare - 1 . [L Defraud 
- f -ful ; cf. assistful , etc.} Full of fraud ; cheat- 
ing, cozening. 

<72585 Faire Em n. 402 That with thy cunning and de- 
fraudful tongue Seeks to delude the honest-meamng mind 1 

Befrau'&ment. ? Obs. [f. Defraud v. +- 
-meet : perh. a. OF. defraudement, 1 a defrauding, 
deceiu ing, beguiling* (Cotgr.).] The action of 
defrauding ,* depriwation by fraud. 

1645 Milton Colast. Wks. (1851? 352 Perpetual defraud- 
men ts of truest conjugal sodety. 2792 Bentkam_ Dremgkt 
of Code Wks. 1843 IV. 402 note. Offences. . comprised under 
I the name of felonies : theft, defraud men t, robbery, homicide. 

t Befray* s &- Oh. rare— 1 , [f. Defray vJ ; 
l efi OF., desfraiy deffray, defmi, fi desfrayerx see 
| next.} Defrayal. 

3625. Chapman Odyss. xtv. 73a Thou, .shalt not need. Or 
5 coat, or other thing . . for defray Of this night’s need. 

[Defray, error for desray, Deray.} 

| Defray (d/fr^*), vd Also 6 defraia, deffray, 
[ 7 defray©, [a. F. difraye-r T in 14th c. deffroier , 
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15th c. deffroyer , 16th c. desfrayer , fi des~, de~ (Ds- 
I.3, 6 + QE . fraier yfreier y fray er to spend, incus 
expense, f. frai, in 14th c. front * pi. frais , 13th a 
fresy expenses, charges, cost.] 

•f 1. To pay out, expend, spend, disburse (money). 
2543-4 Act 35 Hen. VIII, c. 12 Inestimable surnmes of 
treasure, to be employed and defrayed about the same. 
C2555 Harpsfield Divorce Hen. VIII (1878} 241 There is 
emption and vendition contracted as soon as the parties be 
condescended upon the price, though there be no money 
presently defrayed. 1600 Holland Livy xxxix. v. 1026 The 
Senate permitted Fulvius to deffray dnpenderet) what he 
would himselfe, so as bee exceeded not the summe .of 80000 
[Asses], a 2620 Healey tr. Epictetus' Man. xxxii. (1636) 
43 Nor hast thou defrayed the price that the banquet is 
sold for : namely praise, and flatterie. 1613 R. C. Table 
Alph. (ed. 3), Defraye, lay out, pay, discharge. 

2 . To discharge (the expense or cost of anything) 
by payment ; to pay, meet, settle. 

2570-6 Lambarde Peramb. Kent ( 1826) no The King 
shall defray the wages. *587 in Ellis Orig. Lett. Ser. ir. 
III. 130 The College cannot possibly defray its ordinary 
expenses without some other help, over and beyond the 
ordinary revenues. 1639 Fuller Holy War iv. xiii. (1840) 
202 Meladin. .offered the Christians . . a great sum of money 
to defray their charges. 2745 in Col. Rec. Penn. V. 6 To 
draw Bills for defraying the Expence. 2838 Thirlwall 
Greece II. 208 The cost of the expedition to Naxos he 
pledged himself to defray. 1868 Freeman Harm. Conq. 
(1876) I I. ix. 404 The payment was defrayed out of the spoils. 

b. fig. 

2580 Sidxe.y Arcadia (1674) 328 With the death of some 
one striving to defray every drop of his blood. 2590 Spenser 
F. Q. 1. v. 42 Can Night defray The wrath of thundring 
Joue. 1596 Ibid. iv. v. 31 Nought but dire revenge his 
anger mote defray. 

3 . To meet the expense of ; to bear the charge of ; 
pay for. Now rare or arch. 

2582 Lambarde Eiren. iv. xxi. (1588) 623 To bestowe the 
whole allowance upon the defraying of their common diet. 
2587 Fleming Contn. Holinshed III. 2371/2 The enterprise 
. . to be defraied by the pope and king of S paine. c 2645 
Howell Lett. 1. 1. xi, It serv’d to defray the expencefui 
Progress he made to Scotland the Summer following. 2830 
De Quincey Bentley Wks. VII. 64 A poor exchequer for 
defraying a war upon Bentley. 2859 C. Barker Assoc. 
Princ. ii. 51 The estate of the defunct member was not 
sufficient to defray his funeral- 
+ 4 . To pay the charges or expenses of (a per- 
son) ; to reimburse ; to entertain free of charge. 

1580 Sidney Arcadia 1. (1590) 5 Defraying the mariners 
with a ring bestowed upon them. 2607 Sir E. Hoby in Ellis 
Orig. Lett. Ser. 1. III. 87 He. .would not land at Dover till 
he had indented with Sir Thomas Waller that he should be 
defrayed; during his aboad. a x 626 Bacon New Ail. ( 1650) 
7 The State will defray you all the time you stay. 1686 F. 
Spence tr. Varillas ’ Ho. Medici 44 The Pitti’s were de- 
fray’d at Venice at the public cost. 2724 De Foe Mem. 
Cavalier (i860) 80 A warrant to defray me, my horses and 
servants at the King’s charge. 1858 Carlyle Fredk. Gt. 
I. iv. ir. 424 Such a man [Czar Peter] is to be royally 
defrayed while with us; yet one would wish it done cheap. 
Hence Defraying vbl. sb. 

2587 R. Hovenden in Heame Collect. (Oxf. Hist. Soc.) I. 
295 The defraieinge of our . . expences. 1632 Lithgow 
Trav. ix. 387 Disbursed, .for. .high-wayes, Lords pensions, 
and other defrayrngs. 1652 Hobbes Leviath. iv. xliv. 336 
The defraying of all publique charges. 1783 Ainsworth Lai. 
Diet. (Morell) i, A defraying, pecunise eragatia. 

t Be£ra»y% vf Obs. [app. a. OF. *de$-, defraier, 
fi des-y de - (De- IT. 3, 6) + freier, fr oier, fraier to 
rub, rub off, Fray L. fricare to rub ] irons. 
? To rub off or away. 

2532 R. Bowyer in Strype Eccl. Mem . I. xvn. 235 He 
[ intendeth not to infringe, annul, derogate, defray or minish 
I anything of the popes authority. 

BefrayaTble (d/fr^abi), a, [fi Defray vJ 4* 

! -able.] Liable to be defrayed, payable. 

2886 Manch. Exam. 25 Mar. 5/2 Defrayable out of local 
contributions. 

Defrayal (difir^al). [fi Defray vJ + -al] 
Tlie action of defraying; defrayment. 

2820 Examiner No. 648. 577/2 [He] expects nothing but 
the defrayal of his expenses. 2883 W. E. Norris No New 
Thing II. xiii. 3 Her share, .was confined to the defrayal of 
its cost. ' 

Defrayer* [fi Defray v. + -er i : efi obs. F. 
defr ay eur in Cotgr. 1611.] One who defrays or 
discharges a monetary obligation ; a payer of ex- 
penses. . ■ 

1580 North Plutarch (1676) 273 The Registers and Records 
kept of the ' defrayers of the charges., of common ■ Plays. 1755 
Johnson, Defrayer, one that discharges expences. 

D efrayanent (d/friF^ment}. [a. OF. deffray e- 
ment [defroienunt), fi deffray er to Defray r see' 
-ment.] The action or fact of defraying : f a* 
Expenditure. Obs. to. Payment of expenses or 
charges, discharge of pecuniary obligations, 

1547 Privy: Council Acts (1890) II. 135 Mmm/I . .toward'es 
defrayment of the charges of his Majeste. 1579 Fenton 
Guicciard. ix. (1599) 388 To pay within a certain© time for 
alf defrayments, .twentie (thousand 'duckets*''.' 1621 Speed 
Hist. Great Brit. ix. xiii. § 85 [To pay toward the 
defraiment of the. .Dukes 'huge charges. ^2620 Shelton 
Quix. iv. 7 (T.) Let the traitor pay, with his life’s defray- 
'' ment, that '.which; he attempted: with; so. lascivious,, a. desires,;. 
1656 Earl Monm. Advt. fr. P amass , . 354 If we were not 
fed by the free; defrayment., of oar .Cornucopia, ",176a. tr. 

; BtescMng’s Syst. Geog. V. 541 Applied for the defrayment 
of the electoral council colleges. 1884 Sir C. S. C. Bowen 
" in Law Reports 13 Q. Bench Div. 91 Part of the disburse* 
meats consisted in the defrayment of these expenses. 
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•f* D&frei'gllt, v. Obs. rare — J . ff. De- IT. I 
or 2 r Fbeiuht: cf. dislead, disburden."] tram. 
To relieve, of freight or cargo ; to unload. 

*555 Eden Decades 212 The port or hauen is so commo- 
dious to defraight or vnlade shyppes. 

tDefrenate, defrsenate, v. Obs. Surg. 
[f. ppl. stem of L. defrhiare to unbridle ; f. De- I. 
6 = frenum, frsenum bridle, curb, ligament.] To 
remove a fnenum or restraining ligament. 

1758 J. S. Le Dran’s Observ. Surg.i 1771)92 To defrsenate 
the Aponeurosis. Ibid. 278, I had . . defrasnated the Sinus’s 
and scarified the Sides of the Fistula. 

Defrica tion . rare, [ad. L. defrication-em , 
n. of action f. L. dfricare to rub off, rub down.] 
Rubbing, rubbing off. 

1727 in Bailey vol. II ; and in some mod. Dicts^ 
Defrock (dfir^rk), v [a. F. ddfroquer, in 15th 
c. deffr- y f. des-, di~ (De- I. 6) -r froque Frock. 
Of. Disfrock,] tram. To deprive of the priestly 
garb; to unfrock. Hence Defrocked (d Jfr^kt ) ppl. a . 

1581 J. Hamilton Facile Traict . (1600) 440 This defrokit 
frere . . mariet a zoung las of xv zearis auld, 1891 Tablet 
21 Feb. 294 The eloquent defrocked have denounced . . the 
vows which they failed to keep, 
t Befroy’SSe, v. Obs. [a. OF. defroissier ( des 
de/-), f. des-, di - (De- I. 6) + froissier, froisser to 
rub violently, bruise, crush:— L. type *frictiare , 
deriv. of frict-us rubbed, pa. pple. of J ricar e.] 
irans. To crush to pieces. 

1480 CaxtqN Ovid’s Met. xi. xix, The wawes defroyssed 
and al [to] brake the steme and other garnysshyng. 

t Beirut. Obs. rare — l . [ad. L. defrutum must 
boiled down.] Must boiled down. 

c 1420 Pailad . on Httsb. xi. 484 Defrut, carene, & sape in 
oon manere Of must is made. 

Deffc (.deft), a. Also 3-5 defte. [app. a doublet 
of Daft, repr. OE .gcdafte, for gedgfte, mild, gentle, 
meek, from stem dab- in Gothic gadaban to be- 
come, befit : cf. OE. iedxfen becoming, fit, suitable.] 

1 . Gentle, meek, humble ; =Daft 1. Obs. rare, 
cxzzo Bestiary 36 Dat defte meiden, Marie bi name De 
him bar to marine frame. 

2 . Apt, skilful, dexterous, clever or neat in 
action. 

1440 York Mysi . i. 92. I sail be lyke vnto hym \>at es 
hyeste on heyhte ; Owe I what I am derworth and defte. 
1592 G. Harvey Four Lett. 57 Whether the Deft writer 
be as sure a warkeman as the neat Taylor. 1398 Chapman 
Iliad 1. 580 A laughter never left Shook all the blessed 
deities, to see the lame so deft At that cup service. 1601 
B. Jonson Poetaster v. iii. Well said, my divine, deft 
Horace. 1607 Lingvo, in. v. in Hazl. Dodsley IX. 394 Their 
knowledge is only of things present, quickly sublimed with 
the deft file of time. 1855 Robinson Whitby Gloss., Deft , 
neat, clever. ‘ She is a deft hand with a needle.’ 1863 Geo. 
Eliot Romola 1. ix, Smitten and buffeted because he was 
not deft and active. 1864 Carlyle Fredk. Gt. IV. xn. xi. 
254 A cunning little wretch, they say, and of deft tongue. 

b. Of actions : Showing skill or dexterity in 
execution. 

1647 H. More Philos. Poems , Oracle 90 Break off this 
musick, and deft seemly Round. 3714 Gay Shepk. Week 
i. 56 The wanton Calf may skip with many a Bound, And 
my Cur Tray play deftest Feats around. 1853 C* Bronte 
Villette i, The creature . . made a deft attempt to fold the 
shawl. 1878 H. S. Wilson Alp. Ascents iii. 97 With deft 
blows Of the untiring axe. 

■f c. transf. Of a metal : Apt for working, easily 
wrought. Obs. 

1683 Phil. Trans. XIII. 193 How to make brittle gold 
deft and fit to be wrought. 

3 . Neat, tidy, trim, spruce; handsome, pretty. 
Still dial. 

[The sense * neat in action * (see 2) appears to have passed 
into ‘neat in person’. Cf, similar developments, under 
buxom, canny , clever, handsome , tidy , and other adjectives 
expressing personal praise.] 

1579, *589 [see Deftly 2]. 1600 Heywood x Edw. IV 

Wks. 1874 I. 83 By the messe, a deft lass ! Christs benison 
light on her. 1600 Holland Livy iv. xliv. 168 In her raiment 
..not so deft [scite ] as devout, .her garments rather sainctly 
than sightly. x6xx Cotgr., Greslet . . little, prettie, deft, 
smallish. 1622 Rowlands Gcod Newes 20 Snee came to 
London very neat and deft, Toseeke preferment. 1674 91 
Ray N. C. Words 20 Deft, little and pretty, or neat. A Deft 
man or thing. It is a word of general use all England 
over. 1781 J. Hutton Tour Caves Gloss., Deft, pretty, 
agreeable. 1788 W. Marshall E. Yorksh. Gloss., Deft, 
neat, pretty, handsome. 1873 Swaledale Gloss., Deft, neat, 
pretty. 

4 . Quiet, Cf. Deftly 3. Still dial. 

a 1763 Byrom Careless Content <R.), Gr if ye ween, for 
worldly stirs, That man does right to mar his rest, Let me 
he deft, and debonair, I am content, I do not care. 1878 
Cumbrld. Gloss. (Central), Deft, quiet, silent. 

T 5 . Stupid; = Daft 2. Obs.- 0 
c 1440 Promp. Parv. 116 Defte {v. r. deft] or dulle, obtusvs, 
agrestis. \ 

..i 0 . quasi adv. • Deftly. V ' ' 

1805 Scott Last Minsir. 1. xv, Merry elves their morrice 
pacing. .Trip it deft and merrily, 

7 . Comb., as deft-fingered -handed. 
i860 W. J. C. Muir Pagan or Christian ? 36 Being deft* 
fingered . . they grew in good time to he tolerable adepts in 
their Art. 1889 Boys’ Own Paper 3 Aug. 698/3 She did not 
show herself so deft-handed. 

Deftly (de-ftli adv. Also 6-8 deffly, 7 defly, 
deaffely. [f. Deft + -ly 2 .] In a deft manner. 

L Aptly, skilfully, cleverly, dexterously, nimbly. 


The sense of the first quot. is doubtful. 

c 1460 Towneiey Myst. (Surtees) 100 God looke over the raw, 
full defiy ye stand. 1579 Spf.nser Shepk. Cal. Apr. 11 x They 
dauncen deffly, and singen soote. 1605 Shaks. Macb. iv. 1. 
68 Come high or low : Thy Selfe and Office, deaftly show. 
1607 Dekker Knt.'s Conjur. (1842) 71 You shall see swaynes 
defly piping, and virgins chastly dancing. x6x6 Surfl. & 
Markh. Country Farme 655 The mattocke would pull vp 
the seed, and therefore they must be vnderdjgd very deftly. 
1710 Philips Pastorals i 29 How deffly to mine Oaten Keed 
so sweet Wont they upon the Green, to shift their Feet ? 2808 
Scott Mnrm. m. viii. The harp full deftly can he strike. 
2856 R. A. Vaughan Mystics (i860) II. 97 The deftly-woven 
thread work of the tissues. 

2 . Neatly, tidily, trimly ; prettily, handsomely. 
Still dial. 

1579 G. Gilpin tr. Matrix's Beehive Pom. Ch.'Ll (N.) 
Deftly deck’d with all costly jewels, like puppets. 1589 
Past? nips Pet. B iij b, Verie defflie set out, with Pompes, 
Pagents, Motions, . Impreases. 2847 J. Wilson Chr. North 
(1857) II. 4 Deftly arrayed in home-spun drapery. 2839 
Helps Friends in C. Ser. 11. II. i. 6 The grass which deftly 
covers without hiding. 

8 . Softly, gently, quietly, dial. 

2787 Grose Prov. Gloss., Deftly, softly, leisurely. _ 2802 
Wordsw. Stanzas, ‘ Within our happy Castle 1 58 A pipe on 
which the wind would deftly play. 2869 Lonsdale Gloss., 
Defiy, quietly, softly. 1873 Swaledale Gloss., Deftly, 
neatly, gently, softly, orderly: see Cannily. 

Deftness (de*ftnes). [ ness.] 

+ 1 . Neatness, trimness. Obs. or dial. 

1612 Drayton Poly-olb. ii. 33 By her, two little lies, her 
handmaids (which compar’d With those within the Poole 
for deftness not out-dard). 

2 . The quality of being deft, cleverness, dexterity, 
neatness of action. 

2853 Miss E. S. Sheppard C.Auchesier I. 3x6 He assisted 
me . . with that assiduous deftness which pre-eminently dis- 
tinguishes the instrumental artist. x868 Sat. Rev. 13 June 
777/1 They can neither tie a string nor fasten a button with 
ordinary deftness. 

4 Defu.de, v. Obs. rare. [perh. misprint for 
defude — def unde , f. L. def under e.] To pour off. 

2599 A. M.tr. Gabelhotier's Bk. Physicke zq/z Then defude 
the wyne from the Spices, and distille the same. 

DeiYile, obs. var. of Defoul v. 

Defull : see Deeful. 

t Defulmina tion. Obs. rare- 1 , [f. De- I. 
i + Fulmination.] The sending down of thunder- 
bolts. 

x6i$ T. Adams Spir. Navig. 21 Pie is not only as manacles 
to the hands of God to hold them from the defulmination 
of judgement. 

Defunct (dffo*i)kt\ a, and sb. [ad. L. defunct - 
us discharged, deceased, dead. pa. pple. of defungi 
to discharge, have done with, f. De- I. 6 + fungi to 
perform, discharge (duty). Perh. immed. a. F. de- 
funct (Cotgr. 1611), now dlfunt.\ 

A. adj. Having ceased to live; deceased, dead. 

[1398 Trevisa Barth . De P. R. vi. ii. (1495) 187 A deed 

body is callyd Defunctus, for he hath lefte the offyce of lyfe.] 
*599 Shaks. Hen. V, iv. i. 21 The Organs, though defunct 
and dead before, Breake vp their drowsie Graue. 1603 
Jas. I in Ellis Grig. Lett. Ser. 1. III. 65 To do that and ail 
other honnor that we may unto the Queene defunct. 1603 
Bacon Adv. Learn. 11. x. § 5. 42 The anatomy is of a defunct 
patient. 1694 Land. Gaz. No. 2981/3 Two defunct Knights 
of the Order. 1828 Scott F. M. Perth xx. Now, Simon 
.. what was the purport of the defunct Oliver Proudfute’s 
discourse with you? 2872 Baker AY/* Tribut. xx. 341 The 
stock in trade of a defunct doctor. 

b. fig. No longer in existence; having ceased 
its functions ; dead, extinct. 

1741 Love of Fame (ed. 4) 74 Defunct by Phoebus’ laws, 
beyond redress. 1809-10 Coleridge Friend (ed. 3)11. 20 
This ghost of a defunct absurdity. 1834 Medwin A nglerin 
Wales 1 . 24 It appeared, some months ago, in a defunct 
periodical. 1878 Stewart & Tait Unseen Univ. iii. §113 
Due to the crashing together of defunct suns. 

B. sb. The defunct ; the deceased ; hence, with 
pi. {rare), one who is dead, a dead person. 

1348 Hall Chron. Hen. VIII, an. x (R.) The corps of the 
said defunct [the late kyng] was brought . . into the great 
chamber. x6xx Shaks. Cynib. iv. ii. 358 Nature doth abnorre 
to make his bed With the defunct, or sleepe upon the dead. 
1663 Wood Life (Oxf. Hist. Soc.) I. 479 The . . hors-litter. . 
where was the defunct, drawne by six horses. 17x3 M. Davies 
Ath. Brit. I. 143 Those two great Episcopal Defuncts. 
1771 Smollett Humph. Cl, (18x5) 217 Knavish priests, who 
pretended that the devil could have no power over the de. 
funct, if he was interred in holy ground, 1828 Landor 
I mag. Cmvers. III. 392 Indifferent whether the pace with 
which the defunct are carried to the grave be quick or slow. 
1839-40 W. Irving Wolfert’s R. (1853) 251 Accosting a ser- 
vant . . he demanded the name of the defunct. x888 H. C, 
Lea Hist. Inquisition 1 , 391 A sentence condemning five de- 
. functs. 

Befnnction (diftrqkjbn). rare. [ad. L. de- 
fine lion- em execution, discharge, death, n. of action 
from defungi (see prec.).] Dying, decease, death. 

*599 Shaks. Hen. V, 1. ii. 58 Foure hundred one and 
twentie yeeres After defunction of King Pharamond. 16x7 
Collins Def. Bp. Ely 11. ix. 380 Applying it to the daily 
defunctions of our penitence, 1813 T. Busby Lucretius iii. 
Comment, iii, The soul .. in cases of sudden defunction .. 
will be entirely . . dissipated before the body visibly decays. 
1839 Punch 2 July 8/2 That obnoxious potentate’s defunction. 

Defir nationalize, v- [De- II. i] tram. To 
deprive of function or office. 

1877 Coues FurAnim. i. 12 Back upper premolar defunc- 
tionaiized as a ‘sectorial ’ tooth. Ibid. xi. 325 The sectorial 
teeth are defunctionalized as such. 


t Defil’BLCtive, a. Obs . rare- 1 , [f. L. defunct- 
ppl. stem (see Defunct) + -ive.] Of or pertaining 

to defunction or dying. . 

i6ox Shaks. Phoenix % Turtle 14 Let the priest in surplice 
white, That defunctive music can, Be the death-divmmg 

Defirnctness. [-ness ] The state of being 

defunct ; extinctness. 

2883 Wright Dogmatic Scept. 7 This gave scepticism its 
crowning emancipation, finally hurling the miraculous into 
everlasting defunctness. 

fBefirnds V. Obs. rare. Also 6 defound. 
[ad. L. defundere (or its OF. repr. defondre, des-, 
def), f. De- 1 . 1 + fundere to pour. See also Dif- 
fund.] tram. To pour down, 

1513 Douglas AEneis ix. viii. 4 The son scheyn Begouth 
defund [v.r. defound] hys bernys on the greyn. Ibid. xn. 
Prol. 41 Fvrth. .ischyt Phebus Defundand [v.r. defoundand] 
from hys sege etheriall Glaid influent aspectis celical!. 

Defuse, -ed, -edly. Defusion, -ive, obs. fl. 
Diffuse, etc. 

tBefllSt, v. Obs. rare- 0 , [ad. med.L. de- 
fustdre )Du Cange\ f. De- +fuslis cudgel] 

1623 Cockeram, Defust , to cudgle, or beat one. [1644 
Vindex Anglicus 5 How ridiculous ..is the merchandise 
they seeke to sell for currant. Let me afford you a few ex- 
amples .. Read and censure. Adpugne, AlgaUe, Daffe .. 
Defust, Depex , . Contrast, Cat Plate, etc.] 

t Defy, sb. Obs. [a. F. ddfi, earlier deffy 
(15th c. in Littre), f. deffi-er, defi-er to Defy,] 
Declaration of defiance ; challenge to fight. 

1580 Sidney Arcadia (1622) 272 Hee . . because he found 
Amphialus was inflexible, wrote his defie vnto him in this 
maner. 1600 Fairfax Tasso vi. xx, Anne you, my Lord, he 
said, your bold defies By your braue foes accepted boldly 
beene, 16x2 Bacon Charge touching Duels, When he had 
himself given the lie and defy to the Emperor. 1643 Evelyn 
Diary (1827) 1 . 279 There had been in the morning a tour- 
nament of severall young gentlemen on a formal defy. 1700 
Drydkn Pal, Arc. 1856 At this the challenger with fierce 
defie His trumpet sounds : the challeng’d makes reply. 
a 1734 North Exam. 1. ii. § 75 (1740) 69 What becomes of 
his Grace’s improper Defy to them ? 

Defy (dtfbr), v . 1 Forms : 4-6 defye, 4-7 -^e, 
5- defy, (also 4 defygJie, 4-5 defile, -fye, dify, 
diflle, -fy(e, dy£fy(e). [ME. a. OF. des-, def, 
defier (mod.F. difier) ** Pr. desfiar, desfizar, It. 
disfdare , dijfdare , med.L. diffiddre ( Du Cange) 
Rom. *disfidare , f. Dis- privative 4- fiddre to trust, 
give faith to (f. L. fidus faithful). The sense- 
development appears to have been ‘to renounce 
faith, alliance, or amity with, declare hostility 
against, challenge to fight’; the later sense ‘dis- 
trust ’ found in modern F., and occasionally in Eng., 
is, according to Darmesteter, perh. taken over from 
L. dijftdere to distrust, of which the OF. repr. was 
difien see sense 7.] 

tl. trans. To renounce faith, allegiance, or 
affiance to (any one) ; to declare hostilities or war 
against ; to send a declaration of defiance to. Obs. 

c 1300 K. Alts. 7201 Pors . . saide . . Yeldith him my feute 
I no kepe with him have no lewte. Syggith him Y him de- 
fyghe, With sweordand with chyvalrye 1 Of him more hokle 
Y nulle. £1330 R. Brunne Chron. (1810)46 Edmunde bi 
messengers be erle he diffies. c 2450 Merlin 70 He hym 
diffied at the ende of xl dayes, he seide he sholde hym 
diffende yef he myght. 1368 Grafton Chron . II. 228 The 
King sent other Ambassadors . . to sommon him : and that 
if he would not be otherwise advised, then the king gave 
them full authoritie to defye him. 1885 C. Plummer 
Fortescue's Abs. 4 Lim. Mon. 258 James Douglas . . defied, 
the king [of Scotland], and offered his homage to the King 
of England. 

t b. lb repudiate, disavow. Obs. 
c 1386 Chaucer Knt's. T. 746 , 1 defye the seurete and the 
bona Which that thou seist bat I haue maad to thee. 

2 . To challenge to combat or battle, arch. 

c 1380 Sir Ferumb.6$$ If }>ov art to 631© hold com on ypt 
diffye ! 1470-85 Malory A rtkur xin. xv, Tho knyghtes in 
the Castel defyen vow. 1395 Shaks. John 11. i. 406 Defie 
each other, and pell-mell Make worke vpon our selu.es, for 
heauen or hell. 2667 Milton P.L.i. 49 Th’ infernal Serpent 
. . Who durst defie th’ Omnipotent to Arms. 1734 Richard- 
son Grandison I. xxxix. 291 A man who defies his fellow- 
creature into the field, in a private quarrel, must first defy 
his God. 1870 Bryant Iliad I. m. xos> Go now, Defy him to 
the combat once again, 

t b. intr. To utter defiance. Obs. 
c 1400 Rmvland $ O. 449 Appon sir Rowland® he gan defy 
With a full hawtayne steven. 

3 . trans. To challenge to a contest or trial of 
skill ; esp. to challenge to do (what the challenger 
is prepared to maintain cannot be donej. Const, 
to and inf. 

2674 Brevint Saul at Endor 366, I defie all the Roman 
Preachers to say anything to justifie what they do upon this 
account. 1697 Drydkn Virg. Georg, n. 773 The Groom his 
Sellow-Groom at Buts 'denes. 2770 Junius Lett * xxxvii. 
*o*j I defy the most subtile lawyer in this country to point 
out a si gle instance in which they have exceeded the' truth, 
2843 Darwin Voy.Nat. ix. (1890) 211 , 1 defy any one at first 
sight to be sure that it is not a fish leaping for sport. 2887 
Bowen Virg. Mneid vi. 171 In wild folly defying the Ocean 
Gods to compete. 

4 . To challenge the power of ; to set at defiance ; 
to resist boldly or openly ; to set at nought. 

*377 Langl. P. PI. B. xx. 65 Mylde men and holy.. 
Defyed [C. xxui. 66 Defiedenlal falsenesse and folke bat hit 
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vsed. c 1386 Chaucer Sornfin. T. 220 For hir lewednesse 
I hem dir'tye. 1393 Gower Con f III. 31 1 Ha, thou fortune, 

I the defie, Now hast thou do to me thy werst. 1530 Palsgr. 
515/2 , 1 diffye, I set at naught. 1670 Drydkn Com/. Granada 
1. i, From my walls I defie the Powr’s of Spain. 1717 T. Tud- 
way in Ellis Grig. Lett , Ser. 11. IV. 313 With a thousand other 
insolent speeches defying the Vice-Chancellor and Heads. 
1S57 Maurice Ep. St. John xiv. 224 The Apostles could not 
defy the witness of the conscience. 

to. Said of things: To resist completely, be 
beyond the power of. 

1715 tr. Pancirollus ’ Rerum Mem. I. 11. xix. xx6 It 
[Naphtha], .defies to be quench'd by any Moisture whatever. 
1794 Mrs. Radcliffe Myst. Udolpho xv, Others seemed to 
defy all description. 1838 Thirlwall Greece III. xx. 125 
The fortress defied their attacks. 1871 Morley Voltaire 
(1886) 242 Holiness, deepest of all the words that defy defi- 
nition. 

+ 5 . To set at nought; to reject, renounce, de- 
spise, disdain, revolt at. Obs. 

c 1320 R. B run me Med. 743 Y haue be skurged, scorned 
dyffyed, Wounded, angred, and crucyfyed. c 1440 Promp. 
Parv. 1 15 Dyffyyn, or vtterly dyspysyn, vilipendo. 1484 
Caxton Curtail 9 Certes, brother, thou demandest that 
whyche thou oughtest todeffye. r^g/TmKmi\<OldeLearnyng 
To Rdr., Some ther be that do defye All that is newe, and 
ever do crye The old is better, away with the newe. 1549 
Olde Erasm. Par . These, 4, I defie all thinges in com- 
parison of the gospel of Christ, 1600 Shaks. A. Y. L. 
Epil. 21 If I were a Woman, I would kisse as many of you 
as had . . breaths that I defi’de not. 2601 Down/. Earl 
Huntington v. in Hazi. Dodsl-ey VIII. T99 No, lohn, I 
defy To stain my old hands in thy youthful blood. 1727-38 
Gay Fables 1. xxvi. 17 He next the mastiff’s honour try'd, 
Whose honest jaws the bribe defy’d. 

0 . ? To reprobate; to curse. Obs. 

c 2430 Hymns Virg. (1867) 95 Hise deedli synnis he gan 
to defie. 2548 Hall Chron. £2 b, The faire damoselles 
defied that daie [at Aglncourt] in the whiche thei had lost 
their pat-amors. 

1 7 . intr. To have or manifest want of faith ; to 
have dia trust of. Obs . [OF. dificr de, 12th c. in 
liatzf.] 

c 1380 Wycuf Wks. (1880) 479 He were a fool out of 
bileue bat diffiede heere of Cristis help. 2302 Oni. Crysten 
Men (W, de W. 1506) n. xviii. 136 We sholde defye aboue 
all of our strength & our merytes. 1613 R. C. Table Alph. 
(ed. 3), Defie, distrust. 

t Defy*, v:t Obs. Forms: 4-6 defye, 4-5 
defie, define, 5 dyffye, difye, defy, defyyn. 

[The word has all the appearance of being of F. origin, but 
no equivalent OF. defter has yet been recorded, nor is it 
clear what the etymology of such a form would be. Phono- 
logically, it might answer to L. defcecdre, difec&re tsee De- 
fecate ; but the sense offers difficulties. _ It has been sug- 
gested, however, that if x b were the starting-point, it might 
conceivably answer to a late L. defecare stomachum (cf. 
dissolvere stomachum Pliny*. But the sense-devejopment 
remains uncertain, and the order here followed is provi- 
sional. It may be that * dissolve* was the primary sense.] 

1. tram * To digest (food). Said of a person, 
of the stomach or other organ, of nature, a sol- 
vent, etc. 

2362 Langl, P . PL A. Pro!. 108 Good wyn of Gaskoyne 
And wyn of Oseye, Of Ruyn and of Rochel }> e Rost to 
defye. 1377 Ibid. B. xin. 404 More mete ete and dronke 
f>en kende mrjt defie. Ibid. B. xv. 63 Hony is yuei to 
defye, 1383 Wycuf i Sam, xxv. 37 Whanne Naabal hadde 
defied the wyn [Vulg. digessissef]. 1393 Gower Conf. III. 
25 My stomack may it nought defie. C1400 Lanf ranc's 
Cirurg . 240 If . . |>e patient mat not wel defie his mete, 
c 1440 Promp . Parv. 1 15 Defyyn mete or drynke, digero. 
1542 Boorde Dyetary ix. 11870) 250 The lyuer , . can not 
tmely decode, "defye ne dygest the superabundaunce of 
meat® & drynke the whiche is in the stomacke. 

to. To defy the stomach, a person ; to digest the 
stomach : see Digest v. 

1393 Gower Conf. III. 41 Nero than . . slough hem, for he 
wolde se The whose stomack was best defied. And whan 
he hath the sot he tried, He found that he, which goth the 
pas, Defied best of alle was. ? c 1475 Sqr. lowe Degre 761 
Ye shall have . rurnney and malmesyne . . Rochell. The reed 
your stomake to defye. 

2 . intr. Of food; To undergo digestion, to digest. 
c 1315 Shokeham 28 Ac [hyt]. .defith nairjt ase thy mete . . 

Nabyd hytjt pause ase other mete Hys tyme of defyynge. 
1363 Langl. P. PL A. v. 219; For hungur ober for Furst ■ I 
make myne A-vou, Schal neuer fysch on Fridai defyen in 
my mawe. 

o. tram . To make ready by a process likened to 
digestion, to * concoct \ 

C1380 Wycuf Serm. xxxiii. Sel.Wks. I. 88 Water., is 
drawen in to J»e vino tree and sib in to graphs, and by 
; tyme defyed til pat it he 'wyn. 1398 Trevisa Barth . De 
P. R. iv. vii. (Tollem, MS,), 'It Is seyde pat yf blood is wel 
sode and' defied, perof men makep wel talow. c 1400 Lam 
franc's Cirurg. 222 If pou drawist out pe roatere pat is 
neische be matere pat is hard is y vel to defie. ■ 

to, ' To dissolve, waste by dissolution. 

■*393 Gower Conf. 1 . 76 pilke ymage Thei drowen out and 
als so faste Fer into Tibre pei it caste, Wher 'pe riu'ere it hap 
defied, c 1430 Lybg* Bochas vi. xv. < 1554' 162 b, The ' honde, 
the head . . Were . , Upon a stake set vp There to abyde 
where it did shyne or reyne With wynde and wether til they 
wer defyed. 

; c, intr , 

c 1420 Pallad.' on Hush, in. 1160 (Fitz. /MS.) The mirtes 
.bates rype. . hit is to take And honge hem in thy wyn wessell 
ywrie All cloos 8c long in hit let hem defie. 

: 4 / 7 o defy out ; to eject as excrement ; to void, , 
*382 Wycuf Dent. xxiiL .13 Whanne thow sittist, thow 
shall delue' hi enuyrown, and. . the ■defied out thow shall 
oouer with erthe, in the whych thow art releued,' 

Defyer, obs. form of Defier. 


Defying, vbi. sb. 1 [f. Defy vX + -ingL] 

The action of Defy vX ; a defiance, a challenge. 

c 1300 K. A Its. 7289 Alisaunder. .hath afonge thy deffying. 
c 2440 Promp. Parv. xi6 Defyynge, or dyspysynge, vili- 
pencio,floccipencio. 1483 Cath. A ngl. 94 Defiynge, dcspec • 
cio, etc. ; vbi a disspysynge. 

f Defying? vbi. sb. 2 [f. Defy v . 2 •+• -ing k] 
The action of digesting ; digestion. 
c 1335 [see Defy v. 2 2]. c 3400 Lanfranc's Cirurg. 162 f>ese 
arterys goib to . . pe lyvere & geveb him vertu ful myche 
8 c makip defiynge. c 1440 Promp. Parv . 116 Defyynge of 
mete or drynke, digedio. 3483 Cath. Angl. 94 A Defiynge, 
digestio. 

Defying, ppl* a. [f. Defy vX + -ing 1 .] That 
defies; defiant. 

1834 Macaulay Pitt Ess. (1854) 309/1 His impetuous, 
adventurous and defying character. 

Hence Defy ingly adv. t defiantly, with de- 
fiance. 

2831 L. E. L. in Examiner 821/1 The petticoat is defy- 
ingly dragged through the mud. 1856 Mrs. Browning 
A ur. Leigh 1. 504, I looked into his face defyingly. 

Defyne, Defynieion, etc., obs. ff. Define, 
Definition, etc. 

Deg? vX dial. [var. of Dag vA] a. traits. 
To sprinkle with water ; to damp. to. intr. To 
drizzle. Hence Begging vbi. sb . ; in comb, deg - 
ging-can , - cart , -machine (see quots.V 
1674 in Ray N. C. Words 14. 1854 W. Gaskell Lect. 

Lane. Dial. 28 {Latte. Gloss.) The word which a Lancashire 
man employs for sprinkling with water is ‘ to deg and 
when he degs his garden he uses a deggin-can. 1865 Miss 
Lahee Carter's Struggles vii. 53 (zbid.) } Si’ tho' what a 
deggin’ hoo’s gin me. 1874 Knight Diet. 3 fech., Degging - 
machine (Cotton), One for damping the fabric in the process 
of calendering. 1885 Manch. Exam. 14 Aug. 2/6 It was 
usual for the degging cart to go three times over the ground 
. .as twice going over would not deg across the road. 2893 
Nor thumb. lVds. y Deg , to drizzle =^Dag. 

II Degage (<^ga3<r), a . ; fem. -<§e. [F.pa. pple. 
of digager to disengage, put at ease.] Easy, un- 
constrained (in manner or address'). 

2697 Vanbrugh Relapse iv. vi. 218, I do use to appear 
a little more ddgagd, 2712 Budgell Sped. No. 277 f 8 An 
Air altogether galant and degage. 1763 Goldsm. Cit. W. 
xxxix, Mamma pretended to be as degagSe as I. 2855 
Dickens Dorrit (Househ. ed.) 203/2 You ought to make 
yourself fit for it [Society] by being more degage and less 
preoccupied. 

I t Degalant, a. Obs. rare. [f. De- II. 3 + 
galant , Gallant a.} Ungallant, wanting in gal- 
lantry. 

2778 Hist. Eliza Warwick II. 6 The most insensible of 
lovers, the most degalant bridegroom. 

f Dega*mboy. Obs. Short for viol-de-gamboy 
(Shaks.) - viola- da gamba, a musical instrument: 
see Gamba and Viola. 

1618 Fletcher Chances iv. ii, Presuming To medle with 
my degamboys. 

X>eganglionate,Degeneraliz:e: seeDE-II. i. 
Degamisto. (d/ga’inij), v. rare . By-form of 
Dlsgarnish : see De- I. 6. 
f Dega*st. Obs. [a. OF. degast (14th c.), mod. 
F. ddgat, f. OF. degas ter to devastate, f. De- I. 3 
+ gaster to waste.] Devastation, ruin, waste. 

2592 Wyrley Armorie 116 Ech thing almost we turne 
vnto degaste. 1653 H. Cogan tr. Pinto's Trav. liv. 214 
He lost in all these degasts eight Thousand of his men. 

Degelation (df.-d^/l/ijbn). rare. [f. F. ddgeler 
to thaw, f. des-y dd- (De- I. 0) + geler to freeze.] 
Melting from the frozen state; thawing. 

In mod. Diet. 

tDegen (d^gon). Old Cant. Also degan, 
dagen, [Ger. ; «= sword.] 
a 1700 B. E. Diet. Cant . Crew, Degen, a Sword. 2785 in 
Grose Diet. Vulg. T. 2827 Lytton Pelham (1864) 325 
(Farmer) Tip him the degen. 

t Bege*nder? V. Obs . [ad. L. degenerdre , F. 
ddgdndrer { 1 5th c.), after Gender z>.\ intr. To 
degenerate. 

1539 Taverner Card. Wysed. n. x8b, He forgatte all 

f ooanes and degendred quyte & cleane from the renowmed 
: excellent vertues of hys father. 1596 Spenser Hymne 
Heav. Love 94 So that next off-spring of the Makers love 
. . Degendering to hate, fell from above Through pride. 
2597 Lowe Chirurg. (1634) 83 If it [Furuncle] .. much in- 
flameth, oftentimes it degendereth into Anthrax. 

Hence + Degemdered ppl. a., degenerate. 

2562 T. Norton Calvin's Inst. ir. ii. (1634) 117 The 
perverted and degendred nature of man. 

t Bege’ner? V. obs. [a. F. ddginir-er, ad. L. 
degenerdre : see Degenerate.] intr. = prec. 
Hence Dege'nered ppl. a. 

2545 Joye Exp. Dan. iv. G ij b, Y a churche . . degenered 
much from her first beutye, 2612 ed. Spenser’s F. Q. v. 
Prol. ii, They into that ere long will be degenered [1596 
degendered]. _ 2614 Earl Stirling Doomes-day , Fifth Hour 
(,R. ', Of religion a degener’d seed. 

Degeneracy (dfd^e-nerasi). [f. Degenerate 
a . : see -acy.] The condition or quality of being 
degenerate. 

1664 H. More Myst, Iniq. 206 This grand Degeneracy of 
the Church. 2712 Addison Sped. No. 65 r 9 It is Nature 
in its utmost Corruption and Degeneracy. 2862 Goulburn 
Pers. Relig. tvj A degeneracy from the scriptural theory 
of Public Worship. 2883 Froudf. Short Stud., IV. v. 336 
The fall of a nobility may be a cause of degeneracy, or it 
■ may only be a symptom. 


to. An instance of degeneracy; something that 
is degenerate, rare. 

1678 Cudworth Intel l. Syst. 133 (R.) We incline . . to 
account this form of atheism, .to be but a certain degeneracy 
from the right Heraclitick and Zenonian cabala 1863 
Alford in Life (1873) 34S The cathedral of Sens is a sad 
degeneracy from ours. 

Degenerate (dfdaemen?!:), a. Also 5-6 -at, 

6 Sc. -it. [ad. L. degenerdt-us , pa. pple. of de- 
generdre : see next.] 

A. as pa. pple. = Degenerated. Obs. or arch. 

2494 [see B. 1]. 2500-20 Dunbar Poems xiy. 42 Sic bral- 

laris and bosteris, degenerat fra thair naturis. 1553 Abp. 
Hamilton Catech. (1884) 19 How matrimonye was degenerat 
fra the first perfectioun. 2559 in Strype A un. Ref. I. viii. 23 
To what abuses the state of that lyff was degenerate. 2607-22 
Bacon Ess. Great Place (Arb. ) 284 Observe wherein and how 
they have degenerate. 2733 Swift On Poetry 381 Degen’rate 
from their ancient brood. 

B. as adj. 

1. Having lost the qualities proper to the race or 
kind ; having declined from a higher to a lower 
type ; hence, declined in character or qualities ; 
debased, degraded, a. of persons. 

1494 Fabyan Chron. vn. ccxxxv. 272 Thou art degenerat, 

& growen out of kynde. 2605 Shaks. Lear 1. iv. 276 Lear. 
Degenerate Bastard, lie not trouble thee ; Yet haue I left a 
daughter. 2794 S. Williams Vermont 196 The Laplanders 
are only degenerate Tartars. 3848 Macaulay Hist. Eng. 
II. 139 Tyreonnel sprang., from one of those degenerate 
families of the pale which were popularly classed with the 
aboriginal population of Ireland. 2856 Frouce Hist. Eng. 
(1858) I. iii. 242 The degenerate representatives of a once 
noble institution. 

to. of animals and plants : spec, in Biol. (cf. 
Degeneration i b). 

1611 Bible Jer. ii. 21 How then art thou turned into the 
degenerate plant of a strange vine ? 2632 N. Bacon Disc. 
Govt. n. i. (1739) 4 (As a Plant transplanted into a savage 
soil) in degree and disposition wholly degenerate. 1665 
T. Herbert Trav. (1677) 12 Penguins . . the wings or fins 
hanging down like sleeves, covered with down instead of 
Feathers . . a degenerate Duck. 2879 Ray Lankester 
Degeneration 52 The Ascidian Phallusia shows itself to he 
a degenerate Vertebrate by beginning life as a tadpole. 
1890 M. Marshall in. Nature 21 Sept., Animals . . which 
have lost organs or systems which their progenitors pos- 
sessed, are commonly called degenerate. 

C. fig. of things. (In Geom. applied to a locus 
of any order when reduced to the condition of an 
aggregate of loci of a lower order.) 

1552 [see A]. 1669 Gale Crt. of Gentiles 1. 1. vii. 36 The 
several names . . were al but corrupt degenerate derivations 
from Iewish Traditions. 2763 J. Brown Poetry 4* Mus * xl 
193 The degenerate Arts sunk with the degenerate City. 
2878 Morley Carlyle Crit. Misc. Ser. 1. 201 The cant and 
formalism of any other degenerate form of active faith. 

2 . transf. Characterized by degeneracy. 

2651 tr. Bacon’s Life $ Death 8 In r i ame Creatures, their 
Degenerate Life corrupteth them. 2715-20 Pope Iliad xn. 
540 Such men as live in these degenerate days. 2870 Swin- 
burne Ess. <y Stud. (1875) 101 There has never been an age 
that was not degenerate in the eyes of its own fools. 

Degenerate Cdid^emer^T), v. [f. degenerat 
ppl. stem of L. degenerdre to depart from its race 
or kind, to fall from its ancestral quality, f, degener 
adj. that departs from its race, ignoble, f. De- I. 1 
+gener- (genus) race, kind. So F. adgdndrer 
(15th c. in Hatzf.).] 

1. intr . To lose, or become deficient in, the 
qualities proper to the race or kind ; to fall away 
from ancestral virtue or excellence ; hence (more 
generally), to decline in character or qualities, 
become of a lower type. a. of persons. 

1553 Eden Treat . Newe Ind. (Arb.) 31 Degeneratlnge from 
al kind of honestie and faithfulnes. 261a T. Taylor Comm . 
Titus Lt 2 When men degenerate, and by sinne put off the 
nature of man. 2652 Hobbes Leviath. 1. xiii. 63 The man- 
ner of life, which men. .. degenerate into in a civil! Warre. 
2728 Lady M. W. Montagu Let. to C'tess of Mar 20 Mar., 
It is well if I do not degenerate into a downright story- 
teller. 3863 Geo. Eliot Romola 1. v, In this respect Floren- 
tines have not degenerated from their ancestral customs. 

to. of animals and plants. 

3577 Bull Luther's Comm . Ps. Grad. (1615) 193 They de- 
generate, and grow out of kind, and become evil plants. 
2626 Bacon Sylva § 528 Plants for want of Culture, degene- 
rate to be baser in the same kind ; and sometimes so far, as 
to change into another kind. 2752' Chambers Cycl. De- 
generation, lx is a great dispute among the naturalists, 
whether or no animals, plants, etc. be capable of degenerat- 
ing 'into other'. 'species?'. 2845 Ford Handbk. Spain 1. 53 
They have from neglect degenerated into ponies. / . 

c. transf. m<\fg< of thiugs. . 

1545 Raynold Byrth ofMankynde 40 When they be en- 
tered into the nauell, the ii. vaynes degenerat in one. 1605 
Bacon; Adv. Learn. 1. iii. § 2. 12 After' that the state of 
Rome was not it . selfe, but did' degenerate. ' ' 2741 Butler. 
Serm. Wks. 2874 1 1 . 263 Liberty .. is . . liable'.', ..'to degene- 
rate insensibly into licentiousness. . 'x84x.DTsftAELr Amen.'- 
Lit. (2867) 225 The Latin of the bar had 'degenerated info 
the 'most ludicrous barbarism, " 

d. Geom. Of a curve or other locus : To become 
reduced to a lower order, or altered into a locus of 
a different or less complex form. 

2763 W. Emerson Meth. IncrementssW, If the parts of the 
abscissa be taken infinitel y small, then these parallelograms 
degenerate into the curve. 

f 2 . To show a falling*off or degeneration from 
an anterior type ; to be degenerate, Obs . 


DEGENERATED, 


DEGLXTTITORY. 


2548 Haul Chron , 176 b, Jhon Talbot erleof Sbrewesbury, 
a valeant person, and not degenerating from his noble parent. 
1623 Bingham Xenophon 48 Of such Ancestors are you de- 
scended. I speak not this, as though you degenerated from 
them. 1715-20 Pole Iliad iv. 451 Such Tydeus was . . 
Gods ! how the son degenerates from the sire. 1739 — 
in Swift's Lett. (1766) II. 255 Dr. Arbuthnot’s daughter does 
not degenerate from the humour and goodness of her father. 

1 3 . To become or be altered in nature or char- 
acter (without implying debasement) ; to change 
in kind ; to show an alteration from a normal type. 

1548 Hall Chron. 276 b. The Scottes also not degenerat- 
yng from their olde mutabilitie. *576 Fleming Panopl. 
Epist. 249 It Is now highe time for you to degenerate, and 
, to be unlike^ your selfe [i.e. less martial!. 1597 Gerarde 
Herbal xlii 62 It is altered , . into Wheate it selfe, as de- 
generating from bad to better. *600 Hakluyt Voy, {1810) 
I I I. 186 Some . . followed Courses degenerating from the 
Voyage before pretended. 

f 4 . To fall away, revolt Obs. rare. 

1602 Carew Cornwall 98 a, The Cornish men . . marched 
to . . Welles,, where James Touch et. Lord Audely, degene- 
rated to their party. 1622 Malynes Anc. Law-Merch. 431 
His friends forsake him, his wife and children suffer with 
him, or leaue him, or rebell, or degenerate against Shim. 

1 5 . tram. To cause to degenerate ; to reduce to 
a lower or worse condition ; to debase, degrade. 

1645 Milton Tetrack. 292 It degenerates and disorders the 
best spirits. T653 Gloria Narcissus I. 172 The least de- 
jection of spirit . . would degenerate you from your birth 
and education. 1710 Brit. Apollo III. 2/1 They. . Degene- 
rate themselves to Brutes. 1790-2812 Combe Devil upon 
I'wo Sticks in Eng. (i 817) iv. r6 Her theatric excellencies 
. . are impaired by physical defects, or degenerated by the 
adoption of bad habits. 

+ 8. To generate (something of an inferior or 
lower type). Obs. rare. 

1649 G. Daniel Trinarck., Hen. V xciv, A bastard flye, 
Corrupting where it breaths . . Degenerating Putrefaction. 
s< 5®8 Culpepper & Cole Bart hoi. An at. 1. xxxii. 75 It is 
backwards more deep and broad, that the lower and after- 
end might degenerate as it were the Ditch or Trench. 
Hence Degenerating vbl. sb , and///, a. 
i 6 ix Speed Hist. Gt. Brit. vi. xx. § 1. 205 Young Corn- 
modus, liis soone degenerating Son. 1693 Brancard Phys, 
Did . 240/1 Metaptosis, the degenerating of one Disease into 
another, as of a Quartane Ague into a Tertian. 1746 W. 
Horsley The Pool No. 5 7 6 A Degenerating from this Char- 
acter is the Progress towards the Formation of a Beau. 

Degenerated, ppl. a. [-BD L] Fallen from 
ancestral or original excellence ; degenerate. 

1581 Petti e Guazzo's Civ. Conv. 11. (1586) 84 Unknowen 
and degenerated posteritie. 1727 De Foe Hist. Appar. iv. 
(1840) 31 The Devil is . , a degenerated, fallen, and evil 
spirit. *808 Wilford Sacr. Isles in Asiat. Res. VIII. 302 
In the present wicked age and degenerated times. 

Degenerately (d/d^emer/’tli), adv. [f. De- 
generate a. + tLT 2 .] In a degenerate manner. 

2645 Milton Tetrack. (1851) 245 Nothing now adayes is 
more degenerately forgott'n, than the true dignity of man. 
a 1672J. Worthington Misc. 29 (X.) A short view of Rome, 
Christian, though apostatized and degenerately Christian. 

Degemerateness. rare, [f. as prec. + - ness.] 
Degenerate quality ©r condition ; degeneracy. 

*640 Wilkins New Planet x. (1 707) 272 A Degenerateness 
and Poverty of Spirit. 2684 tr. Brnet's Merc, Compit. vl 
156 This degenerateness, which frequently happens to the 
blond in Autumnal Fevers. 

Degeneration (dM^en&r 5 Jbn). [a. F. di- 
gineration (i 5th c. in Hatzf.), n. of action from L. 
degenerdre to Degenerate : see -ation.] 

1 . The process of degenerating or becoming de- 
generate ; the falling off from ancestral or earlier 
excellence ; declining to a lower or worse stage of 
being ; degradation of nature. 

2607 Topsell Fourf. Beasts (1658) 4160 That so he might 
learn the difference betwixt his generation, and his .degenera- 
tion, and consider how great a loss unto him was his fall in 
Paradise. 2658; Sir T. Browne Hydriot, i. 3 Others con- 
ceived it most natural to end in fire . . whereby they also 
declined a visible degeneration into worms. *66x Cowley 
Prop. Adv. Exp. Philos. Cornel., Capable (as many good In* 

■ ■ stitutions) - . . of Degeneration in to any thing harmful. 1845 
Maurice Mot. Philos, in Encycl. Metrop. II. 598/1 ^ It is 
possible in each case to trace the process of degeneration. 

b. Biol. A change of structure by which an 
organism, ©r some particular organ, becomes less 
elaborately developed and assumes the form of a 
lower type.; / 

■ . . [2751' Chambers Cycl. s.v.. Others hold, ■ that degeneration 
only obtains in vegetables ; and define it the change of a 
plant of one kind, into that of another viler kind. Thus, say 
they, 1 wheat degenerates into darnel . . But our . , best natu- 
' ralists maintain the opinion of such a degeneration, or trans- 
, mutation, to be erroneous.] - ',.*848 Carpenter AnmL Plkys *. : 
33 Such a degeneration may take place simply from want 
of use. . '1879' Ray Lankester Degeneration (1880) 32 De- 
generation may be defined as a gradual change of the struc- 
ture in which the organism becomes adapted to less varied 
and less complex conditions of life. . Ibid. 32 Elaboration of 
some one organ may be a necessary accompaniment of De- 
generation in ■ all the others. 1883 Syd. Sec. Lex. s.v.. In 
many flowers . . the formation of a nectary results from the 
degeneration of the stamens. 

C. Path. * A morbid change in the structure of 
parts, consisting in a disintegration of tissue, or in 
a substitution of a lower for a higher form of struc- 
ture 5 {Syd. Sac, , Xex.). 

1851-60 in Mayne Expos. Lex. *866 A. Flint Prmc. Med. 
(1 38 o) 54. *869 E. A. Parkes Prod. Hygiene (ed. 3) 193 The 
gangrenous degeneration rapidly extended. 1883 Syd. Soc. 
Lex. s.v., Fatty degeneration, .consists in the substitution 
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of oil globules for the healthy protoplasm of cells, or other 
structures, by transformation . . of the protoplasmic com- 
pound. 

2 . The condition of being degenerate; degeneracy. 
S1482 Caxton Oral. G. Fhzmmeus Fj, Rather . . with de- 
generacion than nobleness. _ a 1652 J. Smith SeL Did. Ix. 
446 It speaks the degeneration of any soul . . that it should 
desire to incorporate itself with any, . sensual delights. *865 
Merivale Rom. Emp . VIII. Ixviii. 368 When the popular 
notion of its degeneration was actually realized. 
f 3 . Something that has degenerated; a degene- 
rate form or product, Obs. 

C1645 Howell Lett. (1892) II. 475 What Languages . . are 
Dialects, Derivations, or Degenerations from their Originals. 
1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. ni. xyii. 147 Cockle, Aracus, 
/Egilops, and other degenerations which come up in unex- 
pected shapes. *748 Hartley Observ. Man 1. iv. 453 The 
Degenerations and Counterfeits of Benevolence. 

Hence D egeu er a*ti©aist nonce-wd., one who 
holds a theory of degeneration. 

2872 Tylor Prim. Cult. I. 48 The opinions ^ of older 
writers . . whether progressionists or degenerationists. 

Degenerative (d/d^e-ner^tiv), a. [f. L. de- 
generdt ppl. stem of degenerdre to Degenerate 
■+■ -ive.] Of the nature of, or tending to, degenera- 
tion. 

1846 Worcester cites Month. Rev. _ 1879 Ray Lankes- 
ter Adv. Science (1890) 46 Degenerative evolution. 2890 
Humphry Old Age 149 Other degenerative changes, such as 
calcification of the costal cartilages. 

Begeneratory (d/'d^euieratori), a. rare. [f. 
as prec. + -ORY.J Tending to degeneration. 

1876 R. F. Burton Gorilla L. 1 . 28 Perhaps six years had 
exercised a degeneratory effect upon Roi Denis. 

Degenered : see Degener. 
Begenerescence (-©"sens). Biol. [a. F. di- 
ginirescence (17.99 * n Hatzf.), f. diglnlrescent, 
deriv. of diginerer to degenerate, after L. inchoative 
vbs. : see -bscent.] Tendency to degenerate ; the 
process of degeneration. 

1882 G. Allen in St. James's Gas. 30 May 3 They have 
all . . acquired the same parasitic habits, and .. exhibit dif- 
ferent stages in the same process of degenerescence, 1884 

H. Macmillan in Brit, For. Evang. Rev. Apr. 315 The 
degenerescence of Decandolle brings all the parts of the 
flower back to the leaf. 

f Bege*3ierize, v. Obs. rare— 1 . [f. L . degener 
(see next) + -ize.] intr. To become degenerate, 
to degenerate. 

1605 Sylvester Du Darias 11. iu. Vocation 104 Degenerizd, 
decaid, and withered quight. 

IBegemerouS, a. Obs. ff. I,, degener de- 
generate, bastard, spurious (see Degenerate vi) + 
-ous, after Generous a., of which it is, in some 
senses, treated as a derivative : cf. ungenerous , de- 
gallant .] 

1, Fallen from ancestral virtue or excellence, un- 
worthy of one’s ancestry or kindred, degenerate, 

a. of persons. 

1600 Dekker Gentle Craft Wks. 1873 L 74 Your Grace to 
do me honour Heapt on the head of this degenerous boy 
Desertless favours. 2643 Prvnnk Sov. Power Pari. iv. 35 
Disclaiming them as degenerous Brats, and not their sorines. 
a 1734 North Lives I. 199 An upstart and degenerous race. 

b. of personal qualities, feelings, .actions, etc. 

1597 Daniel Civ. Wars 1. lii. The least felt touch of a 

degenerous feare. a 1734 North Exam. n. v. § 41 (1740) 
338 That this Passive-Obedience or Non-Resistance of 
theirs is a slavish and degenerous Principle. 

c. transf. Characterized by degeneration. 

x6i* Speed Hist. Gt. Brit. ix. x. (2632)647 In cur effemi- 
nate and degenerous age. 1690 Boyle Chr. Virtuoso u. 39 
Especially in such a Degenerous age. 

d. Const. from, {rare.) 

1657 Bp. H. King Poems hi. ix. {1843) 91 He n’er had 
shew’d Himself. So much degen 'rous from renowned Vere. 
2695 Dodwell Def Vind. Deprived Bps. 36 The Ages he 
deals in were very degenerous from the Piety and Skill of 
their Primitive Ancestors. 

2. transf. and fig. of things {esp, organisms or 
organic products). 

2635 F. White Sabbath Ep. Ded, 4 A good tree hath some 
degenerous branches. 2748 Unw. Mag. Aug. 65 That . . a 
newborn child should., be corrupted by the degenerous and 
adventitious milk of another. 

Hence f Bege-aerousiy adv., f Seg“e*i2.erotis- 
uess. 

*627 H. Burton Baiting of Pope's Bull 94 No true 
Englishman will be . . so vnnaturaliy and degenerously im- 
pious. ^2734 North Lives I. 371 Naming him so de- 
gen erously as he did. 2678 Walton Life Sanderson (1681) 
2 All the Rubbish of their Degenerousness ought to fall 
heavy on such dishonourable heads. 

Degentilize, degerraanize : see De- II. i. 
Dege^omorpMza-tion. nonce-wd, [f. De- U. 

I, Gr. yq (comb. 7*#-) earth + feofxprj form.] The 
process of making unlike, or less like, the earth. 

1894 Jml. Educ. 2 Jan. 61/2 {They insist] that religious 
progress tends towards the de-anthropomorphization c»f God. 
Does it not equally tend towards the de-geomorphization of 
heaven ? '■ 

Bege’rxn, v. [De- II. 2.] tram. To remove 
the germ from (e. g. wheat). 

Dege*rminator. [De- II. 1 + L. germengerm.] 
A machine with iron discs for splitting the grains 
of wheat and removing the germ. 

In mod. Diets. 


B@geroit© (deger^'oitL Min. [Named 1850 
f. Degerd in Finland.] A variety of Ilisingerite, 
2868 in Dana Min. 489. 

Degest, obs. form of Digest. 

Begging: see Deg v . 1 
D egh, obs. pres. t. of Dow v. to be of use. 
Begise, obs. form of Disguise. 

+ Degla-brate, V. Obs. [f. L. deglabmt 
ppl. stem of deglabrare to smooth down, make 
smooth, f. De- I. 3 -1- glabr- smooth, glabrdre to 
make smooth.] trans. To make quite smooth. 
Hence Degla'brated ppl. a. 

2623 Cockeram, Deglabrate , to pull off skin, hayre, or 
the like. 2684 tr. Bonet's Merc. Compit. xiv. 466 An Eye- 
lid inverted, .was amended by cutting the Circle of the 
Deglabrated Eye-lid. 

Degladiation, obs. form of Diglabiation. 
Deglaze v . : see De- II. 2. 
t Deglcrry, V- Obs. rare, [f, De- II. 2 4* Glohy 
sb ] trans. To deprive of its glory. 

1610 G. Fletcher Christ's Viet. 1. xvii, To crowne his 
head, That was before with thornes degloried. 1655 R. 
Mason Iu Buhner's Anthropom&t. Let. to Author, Neither 
his soule nor body (both being so degloried). 

t Begin ’bate, Obs. rare, [irreg. f. L. drglu- 
bere to peel, flay (1. De- I. 3 + ghlbere to peel, flay) 
+ -ate.] trans. To flay, excoriate. 

2623 Cockeram, Deglubate , to fley a thing. *698 Fryer 
Acc. E. hid. fy P. 297 To prevent the sharp Winds deglu- 
bating us, we housed our selves Cap-a-pee under Felts. 

t Beginning, ///. a. Obs. rare— l . [f. *de- 
glube vb., ad. L. deglubere : see prec.] Flaying. 

a 1658 Cleveland Cl. Find. (2677) 96 Now enter his 
Taxing and deglubing Face, a squeezing Look like that of 
Vespasianus. 

Beglu*tate, v. rare — \ [irreg. f. L. dcgliitire : 
see next.] = Deglute. 

1867 Jml. R. Agric. Soc. Ser. it. III. 11, 639 The chance 
of choking does not depend upon hair which is deglutated. 
Beglute (dzglzit), v. Obs. exc. as nonce-wd. 
In 6 di-. [f. L. dcgliitire , f. De- I. 1 down + 
gliitire , ghitiire to swallow.] trans. To swallow, 
swallow down. Also absol. 

1599 A. M. tr. Gabelhouer s Bk. Physicke 201/2 Make 
little Pilles, contayne them in thy mouth, and by little and 
little diglute or swallowe them. 1820 I.. Hunt Indicator 
No. 64 (1822) II. 95 They champ, they grind, they deglute. 
t Beglu-tibie, Obs. rare. [f. D degliiti-re 
(see prec.) + -BLE.J Capable of being swallowed. 

1661 Lovell Hist. Anim. # Min. 515 Some are prescribed 
in a potable forme .. Others deglutible, as pills and 
powders. 

Begill'tmate, V, [f. L. deglutindt ppl . stem 
of deghltinare to unglue (Pliny), f. De- I. 6 + 
glutindre to glue.] 

+ 1 . trans. To unglue; to loosen or separate 
(things glued together). Obs. 

1609 J. Davies Holy Roode (1876) 16 (D.) The Hand of 
Outrage that deglutinates His Vesture, glu’d with gore- 
blood to His baerke. 1727 Bailey vol. II, Deglutinated. 

2 . To deprive of gluten, extract the gluten from. 

1889 in Cent. Diet. 

Hence Deglutina*tion. 

*623 in Cockeram ii. s. v. Vngheing. 1722 in Bailey. 
t Deglirtion. Obs. [a. obs. F. deghttion 
(Cotgr.).] *^next. 

1657 Tomlinson Renou's Disp. 115 Compressed with the 
tongue or teeth before deglution. 

Beglntition (dfrglwti-Jan). Phys. [a. F. di- 
glutition (Pare 16th c,), n. of action f. L. deglii- 
tire : see Deglute.] The action of swallowing. 

*650 Bulwer Anthropomet. 118 The acticai of the Gullet, 
that is Deglutition. 1748 Hartley Observ. Man 1. ii. 235 
The Nerves of the Fauces, and Muscles of Deglutition. 
*802 Paley Nat. Tkeol. (1804) 195 In a city feast what 
deglutition, what anhelation ! *804 Abernethy Sztrg. Obs. 
199 The difficulty of deglutition arose from the unnatural 
state in which the muscles of the pharynx were placed. 
*86* Lowell Biglow P, Poems 1890 XI. 216 Persons who 
venture their lives in the deglutition of patent medicines, 
b. In fig, senses of swallow. 

1764 Reid Inquiry y\. § 19 As the stomach receives its 
food, so jhe soul receives her images by a kind of nervous 
deglutition. 1848 C. Bronte J. Eyre (18571 242 Judgment 
untempered by feeling is too bitter and husky a morsel for 
human deglutition. 1858 Froude Hist. Eng. IV. *87 Even 
such good Catholics as the Irish chiefs had 'commenced a : 
similar process of deglutition, much to their comfort. 1 

Beglutitious (dJgl^trJas), a. rare. [f. prec. : 
see : -ous,] Pertaining ' or ' tending to deglutition. 

1822 Heber in Jer. Taylods Wks. (1828' I, In trod. p. xci, 
With the poor book which is beslavered with such cLegluti- 
tious phrases I have no acquaintance. . 

Beglutitive (dfgl^-titiv), a. rare. [f. as next 
■4-im] =next. 

In some mod. Diets. 

Beglutitory (d%l«*tit3ri), a. rare. [f. L. 
deglutlt ppl. stem o ideglutire to Deglute + -oey.] 
Pertaining to deglutition ; having the- function of 
swallowing. . ■ 

1864 in Webster. *887 Comh. Mag. fzm. 59 The little 
invalid, whose masticatory and deglutitory powers were 
now feebler. 

Deglyeerin(e v , : see De- II. 2. 


BEGQB3XKB. 
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BEGBABE, 


DergDTder. Math. [Made up of Degree + I 
Order.] The pair of numbers signifying; the ! 
degree and order of any mathematical form. 

1880 Sylvester in Amer. Jml. Mathem . III. When 
« = 2 we know that the degorder is (4 ; 4). 

f Degorge (d/g^udg), v. Ohs. [a. F. digorger, 
OF. desgorger : see Be- I. 6.] = Disgokge. 

X493 Festivall (W. de W. Isis') 142 These people . , made 
dragons for to spytte & degorge fiambes of fyre out of theyr 
mouthes. 1586 B. Young Guazzcfs Civ. Cmv. iv. 181 b, It 
beehoveth. .to chew it [a hastie sentence] well in our mindes 
before, least it be thought to be degorged . . raw and un- 
digested. 1622 Boys Wks. 2 We must degorge our malice 
before we pray. 1635 Person Varieties 1. 24 All other waters 
doe degorge themselves into her [the sea’s] bosome. 1737 
Bracken Farriery Impr. (1757) II. 69 The Farrier’s Dic- 
tionary . , 1726 . .says, that it proceeds from the degorging, 
tho’ I suppose he means the disgorging, of the great Vein. 

+ DegOU*st,deg<rat« Oh. rare . [a. OF. des- % 
degaust, in mod.F. digout.] = Disgust. 

1.7*6 M. Davies Aiken* Brit. n. 150 Brinish .. and of an 
Unsavoury Degout 1720 W elton Suffer. Son of God L viii. 
154 From hence comes all that degoust and surfeit in Matters 
of Religion*. 

f Beg'OU't, v. Ohs. [a. F. digoutter, OF. de- 
guter (12 th c.), = Pr, degotar Rom. type * degut- 
tare , f. L. De- 1 . 1, down +gutta drop ; cLguttdtus 
splashed, spotted.] 

1 . traits. To spot, besprinkle with drops or spots. 
1423 Jas. I KingisQ. clxi, A mantill . . That furrit was 

with ermyn full quhite, Degoutit with the self in spottis 
Wake, i486 Bk. St. A Bans A viij b, Ye shall say she is 
Degouted to the vttermost brayle. 

2 . To shed in drops, distil. 

1503 Hawes Examp. Virt. iv. 42 The cbambre where she 
held her consystory The dewe aroroatyke dyde oft degoute 
Of fragrant floures. 1509 — Past. Pleas. 198 Her redolente 
wordes . . Degouted vapoure moost aromatyke. 

Degradable (d/grji-dab’l), a. [f. Degrade 
v. 4 - - able.] Capable of being degraded. 

[1867 H % Kingsley Silcote of S. xxxm. ix^ 6 ) 2-5 The 
labourer, .is undegradable, being in a chronic state of bank- 
ruptcy,] 

Be*gTada2ld. rare . [ad. L. degradand-us to 
be degraded, gerundive of degraddre to Degrade.] 
One who is to be degraded from his rank or order. 

4 1891 R. W. Dixon Hist. Ch. Eng. IV. 494 The degradand 
is to be brought in his daily or ordinary dress. 

Degradation 1 (degrad£ l ’Jbn). [a. F. degra- 
dation (14th c. in HatzfA, ad. meil.L. degradation- 
em, n. of action f. degraddre , to Degrade: see 
-ATI02T.] The action of degrading. 

L Deposition from some rank, office, or position 
of honour as an act of punishment ; esp. the de- 
priving of an ecclesiastic of his orders, benefices, 
and privileges, of a knight, military officer, etc., of 
his rank, of a graduate of his academical degree. 

In Eccl. Law, two kinds of degradation are recognized : 
see qnot. TS85. 

a 1535 More Wks. 624 CR.) Vpon . . hys degradacion, he 
kneled dowue before the byshoppes chauncellour. , & humbli 
besought him of absolucion fro the sentence of excom- 
munieacion. 1586 Exam. If. Barroom in Hark 3 fisc. 
(Malh.) II. 35 Since his excommunication and degradation 
by the Romish church. 1647 Clarendon Hist. Fed, 1. 
(1843) 23/2 He saw many removes and degradations in all 
the other offices of which he had been possessed. 1726 
Ayliffe Par ergon 206 Degradation is commonly used to 
denote a Deprivation! or Removing of a Man from his 
Office and Benefice* 1779-81 Johnson L* P. t Halifax:, An. 
..active statesman, .exposed to the vicissitudes of advance- 
ment and degradation. 1885 Catholic Did. 253/2 Degra- 
dation is of two kinds, verbal' and real. By the first a 
criminous cleric is declared to* be perpetually deposed from 
clerical orders, . or from the execution, thereof, so as to be 
deprived of all order and function . . and., of any benefice 
which he might have previously enjoyed. .Real or actual,, 
degradation: Is that which, besides deposing a cleric from 
the exercise of his ministry, actually strips him of his orders, 
according to a prescribed ceremonial, and delivers him to 
the' secular arm to be punished. 

2 . Lowering in honour, estimation, social posi- 
tion, etc-; the state or condition of being so 
.■'lowered, 

C1753 Johnson in Boswell *’1887) IV. 382 note, A Table of 
the Spectators;,'" Tatters, and Guardians, distinguished by 
figures into six degrees of. value, with notes, giving the., 
reasons of preference •■.or degradation. 1704 S. williams 
.. Vermont *52 This degradation of the female was carried to. 
Its greatest. extreme. 1833 Hr. Marti neau Brooke Farm 
v. 70 They would complain of the degradation of obtaining 
their food ' ■ by rendering service. . *878 Jbvors Prim. Pol. 
Econ. 8$ Enough ought to ''have been' -saved to avoid: the 
need of charity or the degradation of the poor-house. 

3 . Lowering in character or quality ; the state or 
condition of being degraded morally or intellectu- 
ally; moral debasement... ' 

*697' Locke tmd- Vimd. Christ. CR.), The lowest degrada- 
tion that human nature could sink to, at 7x6 South (J_), 
..So deplorable is the degradation of oar nature. *856' Sir B. 
Baonts Psychol, 'in#. I. ill, 77 ■ Nothing can tend more. to-. 
■' every kind: of .. degradation than the' vice of gin-drinking. 
i860 G* Macdonald Atm,.Q,.He^kk* xxvn. frSyS) 473 She 
.would not submit to the' depudafctw of marrykgr a man she 
did not. love, ■ 

4 . Reduction to an inferior type' or stage of de- 
velopment. Als ■' 

1850 H. Rogers Ess. II* iv., 169 The vecaheiaty' would 
be for the most part retstlaedv and the forms 

*87® Twa» Prim*- CulL L 34 The 


progression-theory recognizes degradation, and the degra- 
dation-theory recognizes progression, as powerful, influences 
In the course of culture. 

b. spec. Biol. Reduction of an organ or structure 
to a less perfect or more rudimentary condition ; 
degeneration. 

1849 Balfour Manual of Bot. § 649 There is thus traced 
a degradation , as it is called, from a flower with three 
stamens and three divisions of the calyx, to one with 
a single bract and a single stamen or carpel. 1872 Mivart 
Elem. Anal. 39 ‘Degradation’ is a constant character of 
the last vertebrae in all classes of Vertebrates. Ibid. It. 59 
The maximum of degradation and abortion of the coccyx 
is in the Bats. 

c. Structural Bat. A change in the substance of 
the organized structures of plants, resulting in the 
formation of products ( degradation-products 7 which 
have no further use in the building up of new cell- 
walls or protoplasmic structures. 

1875 Bennett & Dyer Sacks'. Bot. 628 The substances 
which cause lignification, suberisatiom, or cutiailarisation 
are also probably the result of a partial degradation of the 
cellulose of the cell-walls. 71883 Syd. Soc. Lex., Degrada- 
tion products, a term applied to such compounds as gum 
in plants. 2884 Bower & Scott De Barfs P keener. $ 11 
The transformation or degradation of the alburnum into 
duramen takes place in some [trees] gradually, in others 
suddenly. 

d. Physics. The conversion of ( energy ) into a 
lower form, i. e. one which has a decreased capa- 
bility of being transformed. 

2871 B. Stewart Heat $384 When mechanical energy is 
transmuted into heat by friction or otherwise there is always 
a degradation in the form of energy. 1876 Tait Res. Adv, 
Phys. Sc. vl 146 A certain amount of degradation (de- 
graded energy meaning energy less capable of being trans- 
formed than before). # 

5. A lowering or reducing in strength, amount, 
etc, 

2769 Strange in Phil. Trans. LIX. 55 This plant was in 
the first stage of putrefaction ... hence its degradation of 
colour. 1776 Adam Smith W. N. 1. v. (1869) 1 . 36 The de- 
gradation m the value of silver. Ibid. 1. xi. I 243 This 
degradation, both in, the real and nominal value of wool. 
1883 Syd. Soc. Lex., Senile degradation , the gradual 
failure of the mental and bodily powers due to age. 1889 
J. M. Duncan Led. Dis. Women xvi, (ed. 4) T27 Producing 
as its only great indication, degradation of the general 
health, and a hydroperitoneal collection. 

0. Gaol. The disintegration and wearing down of 
the surface of rocks, cliffs, strata, etc., by atmo- 
spheric and aqueous action. 

1799 Kirwan Geol. Ess. 327 Those of siliceous sbistus are 
mast subject to this degradation and decomposition. 1802 
Playfair Illustr. Hutton. Th. 156 The great degradation of 
mountains, involved in this hypothesis. 2853 Phillu’S, 
Rivers Yorksk. i. 11 The chalk . .. yields rather easily to 
degradation. 1875 Croll Climate <$• T. xvii. 268 Old sea- 
bottoms formed out of the accumulated material derived 
from the degradation of primeval land-surfaces, 
b. transf. Wearing down of any surface. 

1849 Ruskin Serf. Lamps vi. § 17. 179 The materials to 
be employed are liable to degradation, as brick, sandstone, 
or soft limestone. x86x Flo. Nightingale Horsing 62 
There is a constant degradation, as it is called, taking 
place from everything except polished or glazed articles. 

Degradation 2 (dfgrad^’jbn). [In seme 1 , 
a. F. digradation (Moliere, 1 7 th a), ad. It. digra 1 - 
dazione, f. digradare to come down by degrees* 
Sense 2 may also be from It. ; but cf. Gradation.} 

1. Painting \ The gradual lowering of colour or 
light in a painting ; esp. that which gives the effect 
of distance ; gradation of tint ; gradual toning 
down or shading off. ? Ohs. 

2706 Art of . Painting (1744) 33 Perspective, .regulates., 
the degradation of colours in all places of the Picture. 
1762-71 H. Walpole Vertue's Amcd. Paint. (1786) II. 231 
There is great truth and mature in his heads; but the 
carnations are too bricky, and want a degradation and 
variety of tints. 1817 Coleridge Biog, Lit. 212 Colours . . 
used as the means of that gentle degradation requisite in 
order to produce the effect of a whole. 1881 C. A. Young 
Sun 250 Vogel’s observations show a much more rapid 
degradation of the light. 

f 2. Diminution (in size or thickness) by degrees 
or snccessive steps ; the part so reduced. Oh. 

1730 A. Gordon Maffeis Ampkiik. 285 The internal De- 
gradation of the Wall. Ibid. 406 The Retiring of the Wall 
..proceeds by a Degradation above that Stone, .and more 
largely in the Degradation of the second Story ; so that the 
third is reduced to a small Thickness. Ibid. 407 There 
being no Marks of Vaults on the Degradation of the Wall, 

Degradational (degrad^Jsnal), a. [f. De- 
gradation 1 + -Ah.] Of or pertaining to (biological) 

| degradation ; manifesting structural degradation. ■ 

| 1863 Dana in Amer. Jrnl. Sc. Arts 2nd Ser. XXXVI. 

I 4 They [Entomostracans] are degradational forms as well 
l as the Myriapods. Ibid. 5 The distinction of the Ento- 
s mostracans . . consists rather in their degradational' cha- 
| racters than in any peculiarities of the mouth. 

De‘grada:tor. rare. [Agent-ir. in L. form, from 
j late L. degraddre to Degrade,} One who degrades 
| or deprives of rank* 

1891 R- W. Dixon Hist. Ch. Eng. IV. 494 From a de- 
[ graaand of archiepiscopai degree the degradator shall /.first 
remove the palL 

| tDegra&atory* a. Oh. [f. degraded-, ppl. 
| stem of late L. degraddre + -ORV.J Having the 
l quality of degrading ; tending to degrade. 


17S3 W. F. Martyn Geog. Mag. I. 407 Other degradatory 
circumstances. 1786 Francis the Philan „ I II. 166 A species 
of imposition so degradatory to the republic of letters. 

Degrade (dfgr^'d), v. Also 5 degrate, -grayd* 

6 -graid, 7 di-. [ME. a. OF. degrader ( 12 th c*>, 
occasionally desg-, =• Pr* de-, desgrader, Sp. de- 
gradar , It. degradare late eccl. L. degraddre, f. 
De- I. 1 , down, lrom + grad us degree.] 

1. trans. To reduce from a higher to a lower 
rank, to depose from (f of) a position of honour 
or estimation. 

c 1325 Song of Yesterday n in E. E. P:. i 1862) 133 Hou 
sone ]> at god hem may degrade. 1375 Barbour Bruce u 
375 Schir Ihon the balleoU. ... was king bot a litill quhile . . 
degradyt syne wes he Off honour and ofTdignite. a 1400-50 
A lex under 2670 Darye . . semblis his knyjtis ... And gessis 
him wele . . to dejjrayd grekis maistir. 1624 Massinger 
Pari. Love v. I, Thou dost degrade thyself of all the 
honours Thy ancestors left thee. 1641 Sir E. Disking in 
Rushw. //&/. Coll. (1692) in. I. 295 Neither you here, nor 
Mr. Speaker in the House can degrade any one of us front 
these Seats. 1662 Stii.lingfl. Grig. Suer. in. iii. § 2 They 
degraded him from the very title of a Philosopher. 3788 
Reid Aristotle's Log, ye. § 3. 80 An affirmative may be 
degraded into a negative. 1874 Holland Mistr. Manse 
■ xiL 56 Change That would degrade her to a thing Of 
homely use and household care. 1876 J. H. Newman Hist. 
i Sk. 1 1 . in. vii. 342 The man who made this boast was him- 
I self degraded from his high estate. 

2. spec. To depose (a person) formally from his 
degree, rank, or position of honour as an act of 
punishment, as to degrade a knight, a military 
officer, a graduate of a university. 

j Cf. Discrade, which in is-i6th c, was the more usual 
I word to express legal and formal degradation. 

I c 1400 Destr. Troy 12576 The grekes . . Ordant hym Em* 
perour by open assent, And Agamynon degrated of his degre 
pan. 1508 Kennedy Flyting iv. Dunbar 397 , 1 sail degiaid 
the, graceles, of thy greis. 1501 Shaks. x lien. VI, iv. i. 43 
He then . . Doth but vsurpe the Sacred name of Knight .. 
And should . . Be quite degraded, like a Hedge-borne Swame. 
x6zx Elsing Debates Ho, Lords (Camden) 65 Whether S r 
Fra. Michell shalbe degraded of his knighthood for parte 
of his punishment or noe ? 1628 M eade in Ellis Grig. Lett. 
Ser. 1. III. 277 His censure was to be degraded both from 
her ministry and degrees taken in the University. 1709 
H kapne Collect. (Qxf. Hist. Soc.) II. 206 The University 
of Dublin having expel I’d and degraded Mr. Forbes. 1875 
Jowett Plato ted. 2! III. 351 The soldier who . . is guilty of 
any other act of cowardice, should be degraded into the 
rank of a husband man or artisan. 

b. To inflict ecclesiastical degradation upon ; to 
deprive of his orders. 

1395 Purvey R emonstr. (1851) 37 He that . . blasfemith 
God in othere manere be deposid or degratid if he is a 
clerk. 1480 Caxton Chron. Eng. ccxlvii. 313 The first day 
of march after was sir william taillour preest degrated of 
his preesthode. 1555 Watreman Fardle Fusions n. xii. 
268 To the Bisshoppe was giuen authoritie. . to put Priestcs 
from the Priesthode : and to degrade theira, when the! 
deserue it. 1681 Baxter Apol. Nonconf Min. 39 Magis- 
trates might degrade ministers. 1782 Priestley Corrupt. 
Cltr. II. x. 268 A priest could not be degraded but bv eigltt 
bishops. 1882 J. H. Blunt Ref. Ch. Eng. II. 284 He was 
formally degraded from the priesthood. 

3. To lower in estimation ; to bring into dis- 
honour or contempt 

£■1500 Lancelot 749 Hyme thogbt that it his worschip 
wold degrade. 1560 Rolland Crt. Venus iv. 470 Ladle 
Venus 3e salt neuer degraid In word, nor deitl, nor neuer 
do hir deir 1771 Junius Lett. liv. 285 , 1 will not insult 
his misfortunes by a comparison that would degrade him. 
3844 Emerson Led. Yng. Amer. Wks. (Bohn) II. 306 The 
; aristocracy incorporated by law and education, degrades life 
! for the unprivileged, classes. 

4. To lower in character or quality ; to debase. 

j 1650 Froysell Gate of Opport. (3652) Epi Ded., At this 
I news the Rufller is sodainly dismounted, and his courage 
: degraded. 1755 Johnson, Degrade . . to reduce from a 
i higher to a lower state, with respect to_ qualities. 176* 
i Goldsm. Git , W. exvili, How 'low avarice' can. degrade 
I human nature, 3776 Adam Smith IV. H. iv. viii. (3869) II. 

| 235 English wool cannot be even so mixed with^ Spanish 
I wool as to enter into the composition, .without spoiling and. 

| degrading in some degree' the fabric of the cloth. : 1857 
i Kingsley Two Y. Ago (1877) 43 2 So will an unhealthy 
craving degrade a man. 1875 Jowett Plato {ed.. 2 ) V, 41 
This custom has been the ruin of the poets, and has de- 
graded the theatre. ^ 

j b. To lower or. reduce in price,' strength, purity, 
etc. to reduce or tone down in colour (cf. Degrada- 
tion 2 )- 

1844 Cqbden Speeches (1878) ^j He proposed to degrade 
! ■ prices instead cf aiming to sustain them. 3855 tr* Labarte's 
A rts Mid. Ages ii. 72 How to degrade the . tones with this 
single enamel colour. 1873 E. Spon Workshop Receipts I* 
320/r To prevent its greenish' tint degrading the. brilliancy., 
of dyed stuffs, or the purity of whites. . 

5. a. ■ Biol. • T o reduce to a -lower and less complex 
organic type. b. Physics. 'To-' reduce (energy) to 
a form less capable of transformation, e. Optics. 
To lower in position in the spectrum ; to diminish 
the refrangibility of (a ray of light} as by the action 
of a fluorescent substance. 

186a, 1876 fsee Degraded ppl a. 2]. ■ 1870 Roixestow 
■ AmmcL0k,..z 39 Annelids degraded' by the', special habit' ; «f'. 
pararitis®o. ■ 

6 . Geol. To wear ' down (rocks, strata, ■ cliffs, etc.) 
by surface abrasion or disintegration. 

*8x3 Sir H. Davy Chem. Philos, tot These agents [water 
and air] gradually . . decompose and degrade the exterior of 
strata. 1863 A. C. Ramsay Phys. Geog. i. (18781 6 The 
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quantity^ of material degraded and spread in the sea by 
these united means is immense. 

7 . inir. To descend to a lower grade or type ; to 
exhibit a degradation of type or structure ; to 
degenerate. 

1850 Tennyson In Mem. cxxvii, No doubt vast eddies in 
the flood Of onward time shall yet be made, And throned 
races may degrade. 1863 Kingsley Water Bab . 77 If he 
says that things cannot degrade, that is change downwards 
into lower forms, a 1864 Webster (citing Dana) s.v., A 
family of plants or animals degrades through this or that 
genus or group of genera. 

8 . Cambridge Univ . To postpone entering the 
examination in honours for the degree of B.A. for 
one year beyond the statutory time, 

1829 Camb. Univ. Cal. (1857) 2 4 That no person who has 
degraded be permitted, etc. 1860 Daily News 13 Nov., To 
grant permission to students who have degraded or who 
wish to degrade to become candidates for University scholar- 
ships or for any other academical honours during their 
undergraduateship, 1880 Eagle Mag. (St. John’s Coll., 
Camb ) XI. 189 G. S„ Scholar, has obtained permission to 
‘degrade* to the Tripos of 1881. 

Degraded (digri^ded), ppl a. [f. Degrade 
27.1 + -ED h] 

X. Lowered in rank, position, reputation, char* 
acter, etc, ; debased, 

3483 Cath. Angl. 94 Degradid, degradatus. 3614 Syl- 
vester Bethulia's Rescue v. 499 By long Swathes of their de- 
graded Grasse, Well show the way their sweeping Scithes did 
pass, 1643 Milton Divorce it. xv. (1851) 101 The restoring 
of this degraded law, 1781 Gibbon Decl. <$■ F. III. 235 The 
degraded emperor of the Romans, 1858 Max Muller 
Chips (1880) 1 . ii, 60 There is, perhaps, no race of men so 
low and degraded. 1885 Catholic Diet. 253/2 The consecra- 
tion of the Eucharist by a degraded priest is , . valid. 

2 . a. Biol. Showing structural or functional de- 
gradation. b. Physics . Of energy : Changed into 
a form less capable of transformation. 

x86z Darwin Fcrtil. Orchids vi. 271 The pollen grains . . 
in all other genera, excepting the degraded Cephalanthera. 
1876 Tait Rec. Adv. Phys, Sc. vi. 146 Degraded energy 
meaning energy less capable of being transformed than 
before. 1883 H. Drummond Nat. Law in Spir. IV. hi. 
(1884) loi Degeneration, .by which the organism.. becomes 
more and more adapted to a degraded form of life. 

3 . Geol. Having suffered degradation, worn clown. 

1869 Phillips Vesuv. viii, 229 Old broken and degraded 

crateriform ridges. 

4 . Of colour : Red need in brilliancy, toned down. 

3877 A. B. Edwards Up Nile \. 9 The outer robe, or 

gibbeh,is generally of some beautiful degraded colour, such 
as maize, mulberry, olive, peach. 

Hence Degra-dedly adv. ; Degr&'dedxiess. 

1791 Paine Rights of Man r. (e& 2) 38 A vast mass of 
mankind are degradedly thrown into the back-ground. 
1824 Landor I mag. Conv. Wks. (1846) 1 . 185/2 A government 
more systematically and more degradedly tyrannical. 3:883 
Pall Mall G. 19 Dec, 2/2 He sees .. the misery and de- 
gradedness of the poor, the callousness of many rich. 

Degra'ded, a. Her. [f. De- i + L. grad-us 
step + -ed.] Of a cross: Set on steps, or having 
step-like extensions at the ends connecting it with ( 
the sides of the shield. 

3562 Leigh Armorie (1597) 35 Hee beareth Geules, a 
Crosse nowye degraded fitche Argent. 1737-51 Chambers 
Cycl. s,v., A Cross degraded is a cross marked, or divided ! 
Into steps at each end, diminishing as they ascend towards 
the middle, or centre ; by the French called perronn€e. 1882 
Cussans Handbk. Her. 64 A Cross set on Steps (usually 
three 1 is Degraded, or On Degrees. 

+ Begra'&ement. Ohs. [a. obs. F. digrade- 
ment (1611 in Cotgr.) = degradation : see -ment.] 
Degradation, abasement. 

3641 Milton Reform, n. (3851) 61 So the words of Ridley 
at hts degradment . . expressly shew. 1648 — ' Tenure Kings 
34 By their holding him in prison . . which brought him to 
the lowest degradement. 

Degrades? (d/grii-daj). [f. Degrade v. + -er 1 .] 

1 . One who or that which degrades or debases. 

3746 W. Horsley Fool (1748) No. 51 r 3 The Degraders ! 

were left to laugh at each other in due Order. 1754 Rich- 
ardson Grandison Ixiii, What a degrader even of high spirits 
is vice. 1804-6 Syd. Smith Sk. Mor. Phil, xviii. (1850) 255 
As the degraders of human nature have said. 

2 . Cambridge Univ. See Degrade v. 8. 

i860 G. Ferguson in Encycl. Brit. (ed. 8) XXL 465 A 
statute was enacted in 1829, by which degraders are not 
allowed to present themselves for university scholarships, or 
any other academical honours, without special permission. 

Degrading (dTgr^-dig), vbl. sb . ff. Degrade 
v. l + -irg 1 .] The action of the verb Degrade. 

1646 Evance Noble Ord. 2 Elves degrading, or Gods 
revoking of his promise. 1853 Kingsley Hypatia xxvii. 
(1879) 341 It was a carnal degrading of the Supreme One, 

Degrading, ppl a. [-ing 2 . J 

1 . That degrades or debases. 

168-4 Earl Koscom. Ess. Trans l. Verse (1709) 43 De- 
grading Prose explains his meaning ill. *773 Mrs. Chapone 
Improv. Mind(tyj4) II. 15 A . . generous kind of anger . . 
has nothing in it sinful or degrading. 1834 Scorr Wav. ix, 
Engaged in this laborious and . . degrading^ office. 1855 
Macaulay Hist. Eng. III. 448 A superstition as stupid 
and degrading as the Egyptian worship of cats and onions. 
Mod. Boarding School Prospectus. There are no degrading 
punishments. t 

2 . Geol. Wearing down a surface. 

# 3843 H. Miller 0 . R. Sandst. x, (ed. 2) 228 The degrad- 
ing process is the same as that to which sandstones . . are 
exposed during severe frosts. x88o Haughton Phys. Geog. 
ii. 45 The absence of degrading forces at the sea bottom. I 


| Hence Begra'dimgXy adv . ; Oegra'dkigttess. 

! 3707 Norris Treat. Humility vi. 289 He that disparages, 

I or speaks degradingly of himself, may possibly be much 
the prouder man of the two. 3803 Ann. Reg. 253 Two men 
. .were insulted, imprisoned, degradingly used. 1865 Dickens 
Mut. Fr. 1. iv, We are degradingly poor. 1818 Bentham 
Ck. Eng. 274 Degradingness : of. .its inherency in the very 
essence of a Sinecure, mention has been already made. 

t Degra’duate, v. Obs. [f. De- II. i + Gra- 
duate v.] trans . To depose from rank or dignity ; 
to degrade from an office or position. 

1649 Evelyn Mem. (1857) III. 47 Since (after degraduating 
the Lord Mayor) they have voted five more of the principal 
aldermen out of the city government. 1834 G. Dyer Hist. 
Univ. Cambridge II. 414 By mistaking the character, and 
degraduating him, we lose sight of the dignity of the poet a 
laureatus. 

t Degradua tion 7 . Obs. rare- 1 . [n. of 
action f. prec. : see -ation.] Degradation, abase- 
ment from rank or dignity. 

3581 Rich Farewell (1846) 85 Besides the degraduation of 
her honour, she thrusteth her self into the pitte of per- 
petualle infamie. 

T De-gradiia*tioxi 2 . Paint. Obs. [f. De- I. i 
+ graduatio?t.] Gradual diminution to give the 
effect of distance : cf. Degradation 2 . 

2784 J. Barry Led. Art v. (1848) 104 Perspective imita- 
tions of the aerial as well as lineal de-graduations of the 
object. Ibid. 197 In the ancient bas-rehefs there certainly 
is not much attention paid to any de-graduation of objects 
and their effects, 

t Degrandinate, v. Obs. rare-*, [f. L. de- 
grandindre , l De- I. 1 or 3 + grandindre to hail, 
f. grand 0, grandin-em hail.] (See quots.) 

2623 Cockeram, Degrandinate, to haile. downe right. 
2656 Blount Glossogr., Degrandinate , to hail much. 

f Be*gravate, v. Obs. ff. L. degnwdrc to 
weigh down, f. De- I. 1 +gravdre to load, burden : 
see -ate 3 .] trans. T 0 weigh down, burden, load . 

1574 Newton Health Mag. 54 They degravate the tongue 
and hinder the speech. 1727 Bailey voL II, Degravate, 
to make heavy, to burden. 

f Degrava*tion. Obs. [n. of action f. L. de- 
gravdre : see prec ] The action of making heavy. 
1755 in Johnson. 

Degrease, v . : see De- II. 2. 

Degree (d/grr), sb. Forms: 3-6 degre, (3 
de-grece, 4-5 pegre, 5 decre, dygre), 6 degrie, 
4 - degree ; also pi. 5 degre ce, degreces. See 
also Gree. [ME. degre, pi. -ez, a. OF. degre, 
earlier nom. degrez , obi. degret (St. Alexis, nth c.) 
»*Pr. degrat , degra :—late pop. L. *degrad-us y -u?n, 
f. De- I. 1 down rgrad-tis step.] 

1 . A step in an ascent or descent ; one of a flight 
of steps ; a step or rung of a ladder. Obs. (exc. in 
Heraldry ) . 

c 2290 S. Eng. Leg. I. 482/44 Huy brou3hten him up-on 
an he de-grece pat muene folk him i-sehh. C1325 E. E. 
A Hit. P. A. xo2t pise twelue degres wern brode and stayre, 
pe cyte stod abof. 0x400 Maundev. {1839) xxvii. 276 The 
Degrees to gon up to his Throne, a 1400-50 Alexander 
5636 And xij degreces all of gold for gate vp of lordis. 2483 
Caxton Cato A v, Pie sawea ladder whyche had ten degrees 
or stappes. 1598 Hakluyt Voy. I. 69 There were certain 
degrees or staires to ascend vnto it- 2601 Shaks. jful. C. 
n. 1, 26 He then vnto the Ladder turnes his Backe. .scorning 
the base degrees By which he did ascend. 1682 Wheler 
Joum. Greece v. 385 Raised upon half a dozen steps or 
degrees. 1738 Neal Hist. Pnrit. IV. 371 At the upper 
end there was an ascent of two degrees covered with carpets. 
2864 Boutell Heraldry Hist. $ Pop. vi. 28 When placed 
upon steps, .a Cross is said to be on Degrees. 

b. transf. Something resembling a step ; each 
of a series of things placed one above another like 
steps ; row, tier, shelf, etc. 

2612 Coryat Crudities 20s Goodly windowes, with three 
degrees of glasse in them, each containing sixe rowes. 2621 
Heywood Gold. Age 11. Wks. 1874 III. 28 Jn chace we clime 
the high degrees Of euerle steepte mountaine.. 3704 Hearnk 
Duct. Hist. (1714) I. 427 The Ship of excessive Magnitude 
with 20 Degrees of Oars built for King Hiero. 3726 Leoni 
A Ibertiis Archit. II. 37 b, If the Cupola have a cover on the 
outside made with degrees like steps. 1857 0 * J- Wigley 
Borromeo's Instr. Eccl. Building xv. 46 On the wooden 
degree on the after part of the altar. 

2 . fig. A step or stage in a process, etc., esp. one 
in an ascending or descending scale. 

# c 1230 Mali Meid. 23 pu maht bi pe degrez of hare blisse 
icnawen hwuch and bi hu muchel he an passed pe oSre. 
1550 Paget jn Froude Hist. Eng. (1881) IV. 502 Which re- 
cognizance is the first degree to amendment. x6oo Shaks. 
A. Y. L. v. iv. 92 Can you nominate in order now the 
degrees of the lye ? 3600 E. Blount tr. Conest aggio 246 The 
greatest in Spain aspire . . to be Viceroy of Naples, where- 
unto they labour to come by m any degrees. 1673 Drvden 
Marr. a. la Mode iv. ii, To go unknown is the next degree 
to going invisible. _ 37x3 Steele Sped. No. 422 p 1 To say 
a thing which .. brings blushes into his Face, is a degree of 
Murder. 

b. esp. in pbr. By degrees : by successive steps 
or stages, by little and little, gradually. 

1563-7 Buchanan Reform. St. A ndros Wks. (1892) 12 Thyr 
regentis sal pas be degreis the hail cours of dialectic, logic, 
etc. 1604 Shaks. Oth. n. iii. 377 What wound dideuer heale 
but by degrees? 1684 R. H. School Recreat. 31 Fill it by 
Degrees. 2700 S. L. tr. Fryke's Voy . 109 Several of our Com- 
pany. .dropt in by degrees. 37x3 Addison Sped . No. 123 
P 5 His Acquaintance with her by degrees grew into Love. 
a 3723 Prior Henry <§• Emma 430 Fine by degrees and beau- 
tifully less. x8x4 Scott Wav. fii, The character of Colonel 


Talbot dawned upon Edward by degrees. 2853 Lytton My 
Novel iv. iii, By degrees he began to resign her more and 
more to Jemima’s care and tuition. 

3 . A ‘step’ in direct line of descent ; in pi the 
number of such steps, upward or downward, or 
both upward to a common ancestor and downward 
from him, determining the proximity of blood of 
collateral descendants. 

Prohibited ox forbidden degrees : the number of such steps 
within which marriage is prohibited; degrees of consan- 
guinity and affinity within which marriage is not allowed. 
In the Civil Law the degree of relationship between col- 
laterals is counted by the number of steps up from one of 
them to the common ancestor and thence down to the other ; 
according to the Canon Law by the number of steps from 
the common ancestor to the party more remote frorn him ; 
uncle and niece are according to the former related in the 
third, according to the latter in the second degree. 

a 1300 Cursor M. 5603 (Gott. ) A man was of his genealogy 
Fra him bot po toper degre. c 1340 Ibid. 9260 (Faiif.) Qua- 
sim wil se fra adam pe aide How many degrees to criste is 
talde. c 1450 Golagros $ Gaw. 1044 Na nane of the nynt 
degre haue noy of my name. 1512 Act 4 Hen. VII / , c. 20 
Preamb,, Beyng of kyn and alied unto the said John., 
within the second and third degree. x§4oActyiHen. VIII , 
c. 38 title. Concerning precontracts and degrees of Con- 
sanguinite. c 1550 Cheke Matt. i. 17 Therfoor from David 
unto Abraham theer weer feorteen degrees. 3604 Canons 
Ecclesiastical (1852) 48 No person shall marry within the 
degrees prohibited by the laws of God. 1660 Jer. Tayi or 
Duct. Duhit. 237 The reasons why the Projectors of the 
Canon law did forbid to the fourth or to the seventh degree. 
1762 Univ. Mag. Mar. 119 She was the daughter of Margaret, 
the eldest sister of Henry VIII .. and .. was one degree 
nearer the royal blood of England than Mary. 1824 Scott 
St. Ronans xxxi, I thought . . there should be no fighting, 
as there is no marriage, within the forbidden degrees. 1848 
Wharton Law Lex. 406 Marriages between collaterals to the 
third degree inclusive, according to the mode of computation 
in the civil law, are prohibited. Cousins german or first 
cousins, being in the fourth degree of collaterals, may marry. 

b. Used, by extension, of ethnological relation- 
ship through more or less remote common ancestry. 

1799 W. Tooke Rusdan Entp. II. 104 The nations that., 
stand in various degrees of affinity with the Samoyedes. 

4 . A stage or position in the scale of dignity or 
rank ; relative social or official rank, grade, order, 
estate, or station. 

c 1230 Halt Meid. 15 Se pu herre stondest, beo sarre 
offearet to fallen for se herre degre. c 1325 E , E. A llit. P . 
B. 92 Ful manerly with marehal mad lor to sitte. As he 
watz dere of de-gre, dressed his seete. c 3386 Chaucer Frol. 
744 A 1 haue I folk nat set in here degre. — Clerk's T. 369 
He saugh that vnder low degre Was efte vertu y-hid. c 1420 
Sir A madace < Camden) 1 , Knyate, squiere, Ionian and kriaue, 
Iche mon in thayre degre. ic 1475 Sqr. Imve Degre x It 
was a squyer of lowe degrfc That loved the Kings doughter 
of Hungrfe. cx$ 10 More Picus Wks. 11/2 Holding myself 
content with my bokes and rest, of a childe haue lerned to 
liue within my degree. 3548 Hall Chron. x86 Men of al 
ages & of al degrees to him dayly repaired, a 1645 Hey- 
wood Forttine by Land 1. ii, Do you think I . .would marry 
under the degree of a Gentlewoman? 1746 W. Harris in 
Priv. Lett. Ld. Malmesbury I. 44 They marched out . . 
with great formality, .every Lord walking according to his 
degree. 185X Longf. Gold. Leg . 140 None of your damsels 
of high degree! 1864 Burton Scot Abroad I. iii. 125 
Regulations . . for settling questions between persons of 
unequal degrees. 

b. A rank or class of persons. ? Obs. 
cx 325 Cursor M. 27715 (Cotton Galba) None .. may fie 
enuy, Bot pouer caitefs . . None has enuy till pat degre. 
1470-85 Malory A rthur ix. xxxv, Thenrie alle the estates 
and degrees hyhe and lowe sayd of syr launcelot grete 
worship. X577 Northbrogke Dicing (1843) 105 So much 
practised now a dayes amongst all sorts and degrees. 3585 
T. Washington tr. Nicholay's Voy. n. xiii. 48 b, Without 
sparyng anye age or degree. 1622 Sparrow Bk. Com. Prayer 
(1661) 249 The Bishop . . begins,. . all the degrees of Ecclesi- 
asticks singing with pirn. <*1754 Fielding Voy. Lisbon 
Wks. 1882 VII. 27 This barbarous custom is peculiar to the 
English, and of them only to the lowest degree, 

t c. of animals, things without life, etc, Obs. 
c 1500 For to serve a Lord in Bdbees Bk. 370 Thenne the 
kerver or sewer most asserve every disshe in his degre, after 
order and course of servise as folowith. 3684 R. H. School 
Recreat. 8 The Coney is first a Rabbet, ana then an Old 
Coney. Thus much for their Names, Degrees, and Ages. . 
To speak briefly of the proper Names, Degrees, Ages, and 
Seasons of the several Chases which we Hunt, 

5 . Relative condition or state of being ; manner, 
way, wise ; relation, respect. 

c 3330 R. Brunne Chron. (1810) 55 He stombled at a chance, 
& feue on hiskne, porgh pe toper schank he res, & seined in 
his degre. c 3385 Chaucer L, G. W. 1031 Dido, We . ..Be 
now disclaundred, and in swiche degre, No lenger for to 
lyven I ne kepe. c 3420 Chron. Vilod. 963 Bot sone after* 
ward he felle into suche dygre, pat gret sekenesse come his 
body to. £1430 Two Cookery. bks. 36 Coloure pat on with 
Saunderys, and pat oper wyth Safroune, and pe prydde on 
a-nother degre, so pat pey ben dyuer.se. 1x500 Merchant 
§ Son in Halliwell Nngse Poet. 28 To see yow come in thys 
degre, nere-hande y lese my wytt. 3586 A. Day Eng. Seen - 
tary n. (1625) 106 , 1 say of our Secretorie, that as hee is in 
one degree in place of a Servant, so is he in another degree 
in place of a friend. 1697 Dryden Virg. Georg, iv. 258 
Studious of Honey, each in bis Degree, The youthful Swam, 
the grave experienc’d Bee. 1867 0 . W. Holmes Guardian ■ 
Angel IX. ii. 35 A simple evening party in the smallest village 
is just as admirable in its degree, 

0 . A step or stage in intensity or amount ; the 
relative intensity, extent, measure, or amount of a 
quality, attribute, or action. 

(Often closely related to sense 2 ) 

c 1380 Wyclif Sel. Wks. III. 510 Cristene men . , shulde 


DEGREE, 


BEGUM. 


have discerved most frank of God in degre possible to hem. 
1414 Brampton Pettit. Ps . i. 1 Howl had synned, and what 
degre. 1338 Starkey England 1. ii. 45 By the reson wherof 
felycyte admyttyth . . degres ; and some haue more wele, 
and som les. 1586 B. Young Guazzo’s Civ. Conv. iv. 192 
Judge to what degree or stint he ought to delate it [wine] 
with water. 1602 Shaks. Twel. N. 1. v. 61 Misprision in the 
highest degree. 165a J. Wright tr. Camus' Nat. Parody 
Who knew themselves greater and more beautiful! many 
degrees. 1667 Milton P. L. v. 490 The latter most is ours, 
Differing but in degree, of kind the same. 1739 Hume Hum. 
Nat. (*874) 1 . 1, v. 323 When any two objects possess the same 
quality in common, the degrees, in which they possess it, form 
a fifth species of relation. 1824 Longf, in Life (1891) I . v. 55, 

I have the faculty of abstraction to a wonderful degree. 

b. A degree : a considerable measure or amount 
of. To a degree (colloq.) : to an undefined, but con- 
siderable or serious, extent; extremely, seriously. 
To the last degree : to the utmost measure. 

1639 T. Brugis tr. Camus' Moral Relat , 165 Whose fire 
was come to the last degree of it’s violence. 1665 Dryden 
Indian Emp. n. iv, Thou mak’st me jealous to the last de- 
gree. 1721 D'Urfey New Opera’s , etc. 251 The Cadiz, 
raging to degree. 1737 Bracken Farriery hnpr. (1757) H. 
249 Let any one walk in a cold Air, so that his Feet be cold 
to a Degree. 2775 Sheridan Rivals n. i. Assuredly, sir, 
your father is. wrath to a degree. 1865 Carlyle Fredk. 
Gi. VII. xvn. ii. 18 A Czarina obstinate to a degree; would 
not consent. 1875 Jowett Plato (ed. 2) IV. 13 Few philoso- 
phers.will deny that a degree of pleasure attends eating and 
drinking. 1888 Spectator 30 June 878 His argument . . is 
far-fetched to the last degree. 

f c. Applied in the natural philosophy of the 
Middle Ages to the successive stages of intensity 
of the elementary qualities of bodies (heat and cold, 
moisture and dryness) ; see quots. Obs. 

c 1400 Lanfranc's Cirurg. 11 {Like fring frat we seie is hoot 
in fre firste degree bat is I-heet of kyndely heete bat is in 
cure bodies. 1578 Lyte Dodoens n, Ixxxiii. 261 Rue is hoate 
and dry in the thirde degree. 1727-51 Chambers Cycl. 
s.v., The degrees usually allowed are four, answering to 
the number of the peripatetic elements. In the school 
philosophy, the same qualities are divided into eight . . Fire 
was held hot in the eighth degree, and dry in the fourth 
degree. 

d. Crim. Law. Relative measure of criminality, 
as in Principal in the first, or second \ degree : see 
quots. In U. S. Law , A distinctive gradeof crime 
(with different maximum punishments), as * murder 
in the first degree \ or ‘ second degree \ 

a 1676 Hale Pleas of Crown (1:736) I. 613 Those, who did 
actually commit the very fact of treason, should be first tried 
before those, that are principais in the second degree. Ibid. 
615 By what hath been formerly deliverd, principals are in 
two kinds, principals in the first degree, which actually com- 
mit the offense, principals in the second degree, which are 
present, aiding, and abetting of the fact to be done. 1797 
Jacob's Law Diet. s.v. Accessary, A man may be a principal 
m ant offence in two degrees . . he must be certainly guilty, 
either as principal or accessary. . and if principal, then in the 
first degree, for there is no. .superior in the guilt, whom he 
could aid, abet, or assist. 2821 Jefferson A utob. Writings 
1892 I. 65 They introduced [1796] the new terms of murder 
in the 1st and ad degree. 1877 J. F. Stephen Digest Crim. 
Law art. 35 Whoever actually commits or takes part in the 
actual commission of a crime is a principal in the first de- 
gree, whether he is on the spot when the crime is committed 
or not. 

II. Specific and technical senses. 

7. A stage of proficiency in an art, craft, or course 
of study ; a. esp. An academical rank or distinc- 
tion conferred by a university or college as a mark 
of proficiency in scholarship ; also (honorary de- 
gree') as a recognition of distinction, or a tribute of 
honour. 

Originally used of the preliminary steps to the Mastership 
or Doctorate, i.e. the Bachelorship and License ; afterwards 
of the Mastership also, (As to the origin, see quot. 1794.) 

[1284 Chart. Vniv. Paris. I. i. No. 515 Determinate [i.e. 
the Disputation for B.A.f est unus honorabilis gradus attin- 
gendi magisterium.) C1380 Wyclif Wks. (1880) 427 Degre 
takun in scole makifr goddis word more acceptable, and 
fre puple trowifr betere frerto whanne it is seyd of a maistir. 
2481 Caxton Myrr. 1. v. 26 Without hauyng the degree and 
name of maistre. 1573 G. Harvey Letter-bp. (Camden) 42 
That I shuld .. go well enough forward in lerninge but 
never take any high degree in schooles. 1606 Shaks. Tr . 
4' Cr. 1, hi. 104. 1614 Bp. Hall Recoil. Treat. 772 You have 
twice kneeled to our Vice-Cbauncel!our, when you were ad- 
mitted to '.your degree* 1708 Hearne Collect. 17 June, This 
day Mr. Carter . . accumulated y e Degrees 01 Bach, and 
Doct. of Divinity, a 1794 Gibbon Autobiog. 29 The use of 
academical degrees, as old as the thirteenth century, Is visibly 
borrowed from the mechanic corporations : in which an ap- 
prentice, after .serving his time, obtains a testimonial • of his 
skill, and a licence to practice his trade and "mystery. ^ 1828 
Scott F. M. Perth xi» A medal . . which' intimated, in the 
name of some'" court or guild of minstrels, "the degree she had 
taken in the Gay 1 ' or Joyous Science. 1868 M. Pattison 
Academ. Org. v, 128 To pass through the whole of this 
course . . whose successive steps were called degrees { gradus % 
required at least twenty years. . 

Comb. 2886 W. Hooper Sketches fr. Academic Life 51 
It [an M.A. degree! had' been obtained "from one of these de- 
gree factories. ■ 1888 BryckA mer, Commonw. IILvi. cii. 462 
They complain of the multiplication of degree-giving bodies, 

b. freemasonry. Each of the steps of proficiency 
in the order, conferring successively higher rank on 
the initiated, as the first or ‘ entered apprentice 
degree \ the second or * fellow craft degree \ the 
third or * degree of master mason \ 

■ There are 33 degrees recognized by the Ancient and Ac- 
'' copied Scottish Rite, 'besides .many others considered more 
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or less irregular. Some bodies recognize only three de- 
grees. 

c 2430 Freemasonry 727 To the nexte degre loke wysly, To 
do hem reverans by and by. 2875 Fort Early Hist . Free- 
masonry, A society comprising three degrees of laborers, — 
masters, fellows, and apprentices. 2882 Text-bk. Free- 
masonry 27 There are several degrees in Freemasonry with 
peculiar secrets restricted to each. 

8. Gram . Each of the three stages (Positive, 
Comparative, Superlative) in the comparison of 
an adjective or adverb. 

[A technical application of sense 6.] 

2460-70 Bh. Quintessence 22 pe feuere agu is fre posityue 
decree, and in fre superlatyue degree, 1530 Palsgr. Introd. 
28 Adjectyves have thre degrees of comparation. 2622 
Burton Anat. Mel. 111. ii. vi. § 3 If. .any were mala, pejar, 
pessima, bad in the superlative degree, ’tis a whore. 2707 
J. Stevens tr. Quevedo’s Com. Wks, (1709) 145 He was the 
Superlative Degree of Avarice. 1855 Forbes Hindristdni 
Gram. (1868) 34 The adjectives in Hindustani have no 
regular degrees of comparison. 2888 Pall Mall G. 31 Oct. 
4/ 1 There are three degrees of comparison in Empire, as in 
grammar. The positive is the chartered company ; the com- 
parative is a protectorate ; the superlative, annexation. 

9 . Geom. ( Astron Geog., etc.) A unit of mea- 
surement of angles or circular arcs, being an angle 
equal to the 90th part of a right angle, or an arc 
equal to the 360th part of the circumference of a 
circle (which subtends this angle at the centre). 

The sign for degrees is °, thus 45 0 = forty-five degrees. 
This division of the circle is very ancient, and appears to 
have been originally applied to the circle of the Zodiac, a 
degree being the stage or distance travelled by the sun each 
day according to ancient Babylonian and Egyptian computa- 
tion, just as a sign represented the space passed through in 
a month. 

c 2386 Chaucer Sqr.'s T. 378 The yonge sonne That in the 
Ram is foure degrees vp ronne. c 2391 — Astrol. 1. § 6 The 
entring of the first degree in which the sonne arisith. Ibid. 
n. §22 I proue it thus by the latitude of Oxenford. .the 
heyhte of owre pool Artik fro owre north Orisonte is 52 
degrees and 50 Minutes. 2423 Lydg. Pilgr. Sowle v, i. (1859) 
70 In the hole compas of the spyere ben of such degrees 
thre honderd and syxty. 2527 in Arber 1st 3 Eng. Bks. 
Amer. Pref. p. xiv, We ranne in our course to the North- 
ward, till we came into 53 degrees. .and then we cast about 
to the Southward, and.. came into 52 degrees. 1559 W. 
Cunningham Cosmogr. Glasse 58 Cosmographers do place 
the first degre of Longitude in the West fortunate Ilandes. 
1590 Wrbbe Trav. (1868) 2£ Being thus in the land of prester 
Iohn, I trauelled within Eighteene degrees of y Sun, euery 
degree being in distance three score miles. 1665 Manley 
Grotius' LowC. Warres^t A Land full of grass, .pleasantly 
green, where the Pole is elevated eighty degrees. 2719 De 
Foe Crusoe (1840' II. ii. 26 In the latitude of 27 degrees 
5 minutes N. 2823 H. J. Brooke Introd. Crystallogr. 2 The 
angle at which they meet is said to measure 90 , and is 
termed a right angle. 2867 J. Hogg Microsc. u 1. it Trans- 
mitting a pencil of eighteen degrees. 

b. transfi. A position on the earth’s surface or 
the celestial sphere, as measured by degrees (chiefly 
of latitude). 

1647 Cowley Mistress , Parting iii, The men of Learning 
comfort me ; And say I'm In a warm Degree. 1663 Butler 
Hud. 1. 1. 174 He knew the Seat of Paradise, Could tell in 
what Degree it lies. 1726 Adv. Capt. R. Boyle 175 The next 
Day we discover'd the Magellan Clouds. .These Clouds are 
always seen in the same Degree, and the same orbicular 
Form. 

10 . Thermometry, a. A unit of temperature, 
varying according to the scale employed, b. Each 
of the marks denoting degrees of temperature on 
the scale of a thermometer, or the interval between 
two successive marks. 

The interval between the freezing and boiling points of 
water is divided in Fahrenheit’s scale into 180 degrees, in 
the Centigrade into 100. in Reaumur's into 80. The symbol 
0 is used in this sense as in prec. ; thus 32 0 Fahr. means 
* thirty-two degrees of Fahrenheit’s scale'. 

1727-51 Chambers Cycl. s. v. 7 'kermovteterP arious methods 
have been proposed . . for finding a fixed point, or degree of 
heat and cold, from which to account the other degrees, and 
adjust the scale. 2796 Hutton Math. Diet. s.v. Thermo- 
meter, The distance between these two points he divided 
into 600 equal parts or degrees ; and by trials he found at 
the freezing point . . that the mercury stood at 32 of these 
divisions. 2812 Sir H. Davy Chem. Philos . 70 Raised from 
the degree of freezing to that of boiling water. 2877 Watts 
Dice. Chem. V. 762 s.v. Thermometer, Thermometers in- 
tended to show the ^ of a degree (Fahr.), should have 
degrees not less than -fa inch in length. Ibid. 763 For 
meteorological use, the degrees should still be etched on the 
glass, but may be repeated on the metal scale. 

11. Mus. a. The interval between any note of a 
scale {esp. the diatonic scale! and the next note. 

b. Each of the successive notes forming the scale. 

c. Each of the successive lines and spaces on the 
stave, which denote the position of the notes ; the 
interval between two of these. 

[1597 Morley Introd. Mus. 12 Those which we now call 
Moodes, they tearraid degree of Musicke.] 2674 Playford 
Skill Mus. in. 40 The parts part asunder, the one by degree, 
the other by leap. 1684 R. H. School Recreat. 125 The Five 
Lines and Spaces . . are useful, as Steps or Gradations where- 
on the Degrees of Sound are to be expressed. 1727-S* 
Chambers Cycl. s.v., The musical degrees are three; the 
greater tone, the lesser tone, and the semi-tone. Ibid,, 
Conjoint degrees , two notes which immediately follow each 
other in the order of the scale. 1880 Stainer Cone position 
ill, All the degrees of a scale can be harmonized by chords 
formed by combining sounds of that scale, 1880 C. H. H. 
Parry in Grove Diet. Mus. s. v., The Interval of a second 
is one degree, the interval of a third two degrees, and 
so on. 


f 12. Arith. A group of three figures taken 
together in numeration. Obs. 

2674 Jeake Arith. (1696) 25 These places are distinguished 
into Degrees and Periods. Degrees are three ; Once, Ten 
times, a Hundred times, a 2677 Cocker' s Arith. (1688) i. § 9 
A degree consists of three figures, viz. of three places com- 
prehending Units, Tens, and Hundreds, so 365 is a degree. 
[Hence in Johnson, etc.] 

13. Alg. The rank of an equation or expression 
as determined by the highest power of the unknown 
or variable quantity, or the highest dimensions of 
the terms, which it contains. 

Thus jri { +jr 2 , xy+xy, are both expressions of the third 
degree ; the terms x ? ‘ and x 2 y being each of 3 dimensions. 
In algebraic geometry, the degree of a curve or surface is 
that of the equation expressing it. iParodic degree : see 
quot. 1730. 

1730-6 Bailey (folio), Parodic Degree (in Algebra) is the 
index or exponent of any power ; so in numbers, 2, is the 
parodick degree, or exponent of the root or side ; 2. of the 
square^ 3. of the cube, etc. 2796 Hutton Math. Diet, s.v.. 
Equations . . are said to be of such a degree according to 
the highest power of the unknown quantity. 2870 Tod- 
hunt kr Algebra ix. § 166 An equation of the first degree 
cannot have more than one root. 1872 B. W illiamson Diff. 
Calc . xiv. § 204 When the lowest terms jn the equation of a 
curve are of the second degree, the origin is a double point. 
Ibid. § 207 The curves considered in this Article are called 
parabolas of the third degree. 

Degree (dfgrr), v. [f. Degree sbf\ 

+ 1. trans. To advance by degrees ; to lead or 
bring on step by step. Obs. 

2614 T. Adams Devils Banquet 168 Thus is the soules 
death degreed up. Sin gathers strength by custom, and 
creeps like some contagious disease, .from joint to joint. 
2627-77 F eltham Resolves 1. iii. 4 , 1 like that Love, which by 
a soft ascension, does degree itself in the soul. 2636 Heywood 
Challenge u. Wks. 1874 V. 27 Degree thy tortures, like an 
angry tempest, Rise calmely first, and keepe thy worst rage 
last. <21670 Hackkt A bp. Williams 11. 289 CD.j, I will 
degree this noxious neutrality one peg higher, 
t b. absol. Obs. rare. 

1638 Heywood London's Gate Wks. 1874 V. 273 There ’s 
not a stone that 's laid in such foundation But is a step 
degreeing to salvation. 

2. To confer a degree upon, nonce-use, 

[1560: see Degreed.] 2865 , Mrs. Whitney Gayworthys it. 
(1879 23 A divine, .degreed in due course as Doctor Divini- 
tatis. 1891 Sat. Rev. 22 Aug. 208 The Demographers, had 
the good fortune to be welcomed and degreed at Cambridge. 
Degreed (digrrd), a. [f. Degree sb. (and v.).] 
1. Having an academical degree. 

. 25S0 in Strype Ann. Ref. I. xvil. 215 Such as be degreed 
in the Universities. 

f2. Made or done by gradations, graduated. 

2581 Mulcaster Positions xi. (18871 50 Musick. .standeth 
vpon an ordinate, and degreed motion of the voice. 
f3. Having a (specified) degree or rank. Obs. 
2608 Heywood Rape of Lucree n. iii, We, that are degreed 
above our people. 1656 S. H. Gold. Law 43 Are they not 
both (though differently degree'd), servants to one and the 
same Lord ? 

f 4. Marked out in successive divisions. Obs. 

16S4 Power Exp. Philos 23 Her two horns are all joynted 
and degreed like the stops in the germination of some Plants. 
5. Her. Of a cross : Placed upon ‘degrees* or 
steps ; *ss Degraded. In mod. Diets, 

f Degre e’ingly, adv. Obs. rare. [f. degreeing, 
pres. pple. of Degree v. + -ly^.] By degrees, 
gradually, step by step. 

1627-77 F f.ltham Resolves 1. xcvii. 151 Degreeingly to grow 
to greatness, is the course that he hath left for Man. 

Degree-less, a. rare, [-less.] 

1. Without degree or measurement ; measureless. 
2839 Bailey Festus xix. (1848) 218 Deep in all dayless 

time degreeless space. 

2. Without an academical degree or degrees. 

1825 New Monthly Mag. XIII. 424 Parliament could not 

well refuse a degreeless university to .. Londoners. 289a 
Times (weekly ed. j t Jan. 21/4 The case of those who are. . 
left degreeless, .is the hardest of all. 

t Degre*ss, v. Obs. rare — [f. L. degress 

ppl* stem of degredi to descend, dismount ; f. De- 
1. i + graft to step, go.] 

2623 Cockeram, j Degresse, to vnlight from a Horse, 
t Degression. Obs. [ad. L. degression-em 
going down, n. of action from degredi (see prec.).] 
Stepping down, descent. Also a textual variant of 
Digression. 

i486 Hen. VII at York in Surtees Misc. (1890) 55 For 
your blode this citie made never degression. 1618 Lithcow 
Pilgrim’s Farewell, Thy stiffeneckt crew. .misregarding 
Goa, fall in degression. 

Degrez, obs. pi. of Degree sb, 
ii Degn. (de - g&). Zool. [Native name in South 
America.] A South American genus Ociodon of 
hystricomorphous or porcupine-like rodents ; esp. 
the species 0. Cumingii, abundant in Chili. 

1843 List Mammalia Brit. Mus. 222 The cucurrito or the 
Degus, Ociodon Degas. 1883 Cassells Nat, H ist. III. 129 
The Degu is a rat-like animal, rather smaller than the 
Water Vole, the head and body measuring from, seven and 
a half to eight inches in length. 

Deguise : see Disguise. 

f De*gulate, v. Obs. rare— 0 , [f. L, deguldre 
to consume, devour, f. De- I. I +gzda gullet ] 

1623 Cockeram, Degulate, tc) consume in belly cheere. 

Degum, v.x see De- II. 2. 


DISGUST. 

DegUSt (dzgtrst\ m, rare, {ad. L, degust are, 
f. De- I. 3 +gustdre to taste. Cf. mod.F. d£°mter.\ 
tram. To taste ; esp. to taste attentively, so as to 
appreciate the savour. Also absol. 

2633 Cockeram, Degust, to taste, i860 Reaoe Cloister $ 
H. it. iD.), A saupe au vin, madam, I will degust, ana 
gratefully. 3883 Stevenson- Silverado Sq. 17 Wine, .a deity 
to be invoked by two or three, all fervent, hushing their talk, 
degust mg tenderly. 

DegUSt ate (dzjgzrst^t), v. rare. [f„ L. de- 
gas hit-, ppl. stem of degustare : see prec.j =pree. 

IS99 A M. tr. Cabelkauer s Bk. Physicke 85/2 When as we 
can not digustate ether Meate, or Drincke. 1831 T. L. 
Peacock Crotchet Castle iv. (1887V 56 Which gave the 
divine an opportunity to degustate one or two side dishes. 

Degustation (dfgtfst^jpn). [ad. L .degustd- 
iim-tm tasting, making trial of, n. of action from 
degustare 1 see Degust. Cf. F. deguslationl\ Tlie 
action of degusting or tasting. 

a 1656 Bp. Hall Souls Farew. Wks. 1837 VII 1 . 314 Carnal 
delights ; the degustation whereof is wont to draw on the 
heart to a more eager appetite, 1880 Daily Tel. xx Oct., 
The ‘ tasting bars ' devoted to the ‘ degustation ’ of all kinds 
of alcoho lic compounds. 

Begustator (difcarstitei)- rare . [agent-11, in 
L. form from L. degustare : see pree. Cf. mod.F. 
dfgustateur. ] One who degusts, or tastes as a 
connoisseur. 

1833 New Mon&dy May:, XXXVII I. 223 The numerous 
degustators of oysters with which our capital abounds. 

Begustatory (digvstat^n],a. [f. ‘h.degustat-, 
ppl. stem of degustare : see -oey.] Pertaining to 
degustation ; tasty. 

1824. New Monthly Mag . XI. 394 A constant ingurgitation 
of degustatory morsels. 

Deguyse, degyse : see Disguise v. 

De£, obs. 3rd sing. pres, of Dow v. 
jj Behache {rlrim’J*), a. Her. [obs. F. dilmchl 
* hacked, hewed, cut into small pieces’ (Cotgr. 
1611), f. De- I. 1, 2 + hacher to cut.] (See quots.) 

176G Porky Heraldry v. (1777) 158 If a Lion, or any other 
Beast is represented with its limbs and body separated, .it 
is then termed Dihachd or Couped in all its parts. Ibid. 
Gloss , Dehache, this is an obsolete French word, .the term 
Couped is now used in stead of it. 1880 G. T. Clark in 
Encycl. Brit. XL 698/2 ( Heraldry ) In one or two well- 
known instances on the Continent he {the lion] is * dehachd', 
<faat is, his head and paws and the tuft of his tail are cut off. 

1 ' Dehau‘St. Obs. rare . [f. L. dehaust-um, pa. 

pple. of dekaurire to draw or drain off, f. De- I. 2 
-f- haurlre to draw, drain.] Drain, exhaustion. 

1654 Codrington tr. Hist. Iustine 536 He being the cause 
of the great Dehaust of moneys in the Exchequer. 
Dolieathenize, dehellenize, dehistoricize : 
see De- II. 1. 

Dellisce (dJhrs),w. [ad. I,, dchisc-ere to open 
in chinks, gape, yawn, f. D e- La + kiscere, inceptive 
of hidre to stand open, gape.] intr. To gape; in 
JBot. to burst open, as the seed-vessels of plants. 

1657 Tomlinson R emu's Disp. 259 Dehiscing with fre- 
quent chinks. 1830 Lind ley Nat. Syst. Bat. 35 Qztarimn 
consisting of 5 carpella. .dehiscing in various ways. 1859 
Todd Cyd. A nat.V, 246/1 The organ. , subsequently dehisces 
in four valves. 1882 ODonovan Mere If. xLiv. 24.1 The green 
carpels . .dehisce, separating and bending backwards. 

Hence DehTscing ppl. a. 

1845 Lindley ScJu Boi. iv. (1858} 33 Valves ventricose.. 
scarcely dehiscing. 

Dehiscence (dfhrsens). [ad. mod.L. dehi- 
scentia 1 quum fructus maturus semina dispergat* 
(Linnxeiis), ! L. deMscenf-em, pr. pple. of dehiscere : 
see -ence. So in mod.F.] Gaping, opening by 
divergence of parts, esp. as a natural process: a. 
Bot. The bursting open of capsules, fruits, anthers, 
etc. in order to discharge their mature contents. 

: 1828. Webster, cites MaRtyn, 18350 Lindley Nat. Syst. ■ ' 
Bot. Introd. 29 In Hamamelidem dehiscence is effected by > 
tlie falling off of the face of the anthers. 1870 Bentley Bot. 
243 The anthers, . open and discharge the contained pollen ; 
this act is called the dehiscence of the anther, 

b. Anim. Phys. Applied to the bursting open 
of mucous follicles, and of the Graafian follicles, for 
' the expulsion of their contents, ■ . 

1839 Todd Cycl. A nat. V. 56/1 The ova. .drop by internal 
dehiscence into the cavity of the ovary. 1870 Rolleston 
Anim. Life Tntrod. 38 The ova are set free by dehiscence 
into the perivisceral cavity. 

C. Jig. and gen. 

■ , 1833.' Xane Grmnell Exp. xxxiii. (1856) 285 Tlie dehiscence 
. . of such tensely-compressed does, must "be the. cause of the- 1 
loud explosions we have heard lately. • i860 0 . W, Holmes 
Elsie V. 139 A -house is a large pod with a human germ or 
two in each of its 'cells", or chambers ; it opens by dehiscence 
of the front door ..'and projects one of its germs to Kansas,' 
a -mother to San Francisco. 

' DeMsceilt (d/hrsentL a. [ad. L. dehiscent-em, \ 
pr. pple. of dehiscere to Dehisce. ■ So in mod.F.] I 
•Gaping open ; spec., in Bot. opening as Seed-vessels. . 

1649 Bux.waR Fadhamyof, n. ii. 107 The Mouth, .is Dehis- 
cent, yet scarce Dehiscent into a-Casrae,. Lrunutv • 

Sck. Bot. 1. (2858) 17 If., [tlie fruit] splits into pieces when, 
ripe it is called dehiscent . ;; ■ 1853 Kane Crinnell Exp. xix. : 
(r 856) 145 , The petiod when the a ehiseent edges and .mountain 
ravines,. have been worn down into rounded hill and gentle 
valley. 1872 H. Macmillan True Vino iv,' 162 The fruits 
of many plants are dehiscent, .(they open to scatter the seed. ; 
b. Said of the elytra of insects when they do not 1 


iso 

meet at the apices ; also of antenme divergent at 
the tips. 1889 in Cent. Diet. 

t BellOKlin^'tiosi. nonce-wd, Obs . [n. of 

action from med.L. dehomindre to deprive of the 
status of a man (Du Cange), f. De- I. 6 + homo, 
homm-em man.] Deprival of the character or 
attributes of humanity. 

3647 Ward Simp. Cobier (1843) 51 He fears, .as an Angell 
dehominations ; as a Prince, dxs-common-wealthings, 

Beltomestate, v. rare. [f. ppl. Stem of L. 
dehouestdre to dishonour, disgrace (£ De- I. 6 + 
hoTMS’tus Honest) : see -ate 3 .] trans. To dis- 
honour, disgrace, disparage. 

1663 Jer. Taylor Fun. Serin. Alp. Bramkall III. 224 
(L.) The excellent.. pains he took in this particular, no man 
can dehonestate or reproach. 2825 Lamb Vision of Morns, 
Knaves who dehonestate the intellects of married women. 

Hence Dehonestation jad. L. dehoiustdtidn-eni ] , 
dishonouring, dishonour. 

ersss Harpsfield Divorce Hen. VIII {1878) 96 The de- 
honestation and dishonouring of the brother. 1653 Gauden 
Mierasp. 482 The infinite shame, dehonestation, and infamy 
which they bring. 2661 — Anti-Baal-B. 464 t.L.) Sacrilege 
. .is the unjust violation, alienation or dehonestation of things 
truly sacred. 

II Dehors (dnho'r),//r/. and sb. [a. OF. dehors , 
prep., mod.F, dehors adv. and sb. ; OF. also defors, 
Pr. defors. Cat. defora, Sp. defuera, a late L. or 
Romanic comb, of de prep. + L. fords out of doors, 
forth, also in sense of L.forls out of doors, outside, 
without. Cf It . fitor } fuora,fuori.\ 

A. prep. {Law.) Outside of; not within the 
scope of, 

1701 Law French Diet., Dehors, out, without. x8i8 
Cruise Digest <ed. 2) VI. 196 The Judge.. was of opinion 
that nothing dehors the will could be received to show the 
intention of the devisor. 1885 Ld. Esher in Law Times 
LXXIX. 445/1 The trustees were named in the deed, hut 
who they were was a fact dehors the deed. 

•f B. sb. {Forlif.') See quot, Obs. 

1706 Phillips (ed. Kersey), Dehors, .in Fortification , all 
sorts of separate Out- works, as Crown- works, Horn-works, 
Half-moons, Ravelins, etc., made for the better security of 
the main place. 1722 in Bailey ; and hi mod. Diets. 
Deiiort (dfhp-rt), v. Now rare. [ad. L. de- 
hortd-riXo dissuade, f. De- I. 2 + hortdri to exhort.] 

1 . irans. To use exhortation to dissuade (a person) 
from a course or purpose ; to advise or counsel 
against (an action, etc.), fa. with simple (or 
double) obj. Now Obs. 

1545 Jove Exp. Dan. i. (R.), Jermye wel dehorted and i 
disswaded the peple saylnge [etc.]. 2553 T. Wilson Rhet. j 
(1580} 29 Wherby we doe perswade . . disswade . . exhorte, i 
or dehorte . .auy man. 1611 Bible j Place, ix. 9 But they 
dehorted him, saying, Wee shall neuer be able. <21632 
Donne Lett, xcvii, Wks. VI. 416, I am far from dehortiug 
those fixed Devotions. <11656 Ussher Ann. iv. (2.658) 24 
Exhorting them to observe the law of God. .and dehorting 
them the breach of that law, 2682 Burthogge Argument 
(1684) 1 21 He doth Dehort the Baptizing of Infants. 1696 
Aubrey Misc. i 1721) 218, I dehort him who advisefh with 
roe, and suffer him not to proceed with what he is about. 

b. Const, from. 

a 1533 Frith Another Bk. agst. Bastellf rol. Wks. (1829) 
207 To dehort thee from the vain and childish fear which our 
forefathers have had. 1603 Sir C. Heydon Jud. Astral. 
*iu. 333 They dehorted him from going to Babylon. 2758 
J OKTiN Erasm. I. 343 No person had taken so much pains 
as he to dehort all men from cruelty. 1825 Southey Lett. 
{28561 1 1 1 . 462 Croker dehorts me f rom visiting 1 reland. 2883 
Cheyne Isaiah xx. Introd., Isaiah had good reason . . to de- 
hort the Jews from an Egyptian alliance. 

f c. fig. Said of circumstances, etc. Obs. 

2579 Lyly Euplmes (Arb.) 206 If the wasting of our 
money might not dehort vs, yet the wounding of our 
mindes should deterre vs. 2697 Potter Antiq. Greece n. 
xviL (1715) 339 Jt was unlucky, and dehorted them from 
proceeding in what they had designed. 

2. absol. 

2574 Whitgift Def. Annsw. i. Wks. (1851) I. 256 Christ 
doth not here dehort from hearing rule,. but from seeking 
rule. 2660 Jer. IT mum Duct. Ddbit. ni. iv, mule xx. § 19 
S. Paul does, .dehort from marriage not as from an evil but 
as from a burden, a 2703 Burkitt On N. T, Heb. xiiL 6 
The words are a strong reason to dehort from covetousness, 
and to exhort to con tented ness. x8ai F, Barrett The Magus 
19 The Creator, .dehorting from the eating. of the apple. 
Hence Deho'rtmg fuffl. sb. and ppl. a. 

1553 T. Wilson Rhet. 34 h, lire places of exhortyng and 
dehortyng are the same whiclie.wee use in perswadyng and 
dissuadyng. .1586 A Day Eng. Secretary 1. (2625) 82 After 
these Epistles Dehorting and pisswading. iiSga Gaulf. 
Magastrom. 29 Whan God desists from his gracious and 
serrousdehorting. 

Deportation [a4. 1*, dehort d- \ 

iidn-cm, n. of action from dehortdri Xo Dehokt.] 

1 . The action of dehorting/ 9 wJ! a course ; earnest 
dissuasion. . ' I 

1529 More Dyalogen. Wks. 273/2 A 1 the dehortacions and j 
commynacxqns & threts in scripture. 2633 T. Stafford j 
Pm. Mil. xiv. 264 Elis Country people vsed loud .and ■] 
rude dehortations to keepe him from Church. . 2737 Whiston j 
Josephus* Mist, | 11 Exhortations to virtue, and ! 

dehortations from wickedness, 2860 Pusey Min, Propk. 240 
It is the voice ©f earnest, emphatic dehortation, not to do 
what would displease God. 

' f " 2 . ' Power or faculty of dehorting. Obs. rare — K ■ . j 
2655 VotjwGE Agst. Drunkards 16 Oh that 1 had 
dehortation answerable to my detestation of it ! J 


DEHYPITOTIZE. 

D@llOirtabtiv® (d/h^*Jtativ), a. and sb. [ad. L. 
dehortdtw-us, f. ppl. stem of dehortari : see -iVE.j 

A. adj. Having the quality or purpose of de- 
horting ; dehortatory. 

2620 Woodward in Gutch Coll. Cur. I. 181 Wryting.,,a 
dehortative letter against the match with Spayn. c 2820 
Coleridge in Lit. Rem . Ill, 301 The words of the Apostle 
are exhortative and dehortative. 

B. sb. A dehortative address or argument. 

2671 True Nonconf. 431 His words after the usual manner 
of dehortatives, do seem some what tending to the contrary 
extreme. 2824 Miss L. M. Hawkins Memoirs II. 22 My 
father suggested that the horse-pond might be the best de- 
hortative. 1850 L. Hunt A utobiog. v. (i860' 102 The doctor 
..warned me against the perils of authorship; adding, as 
a final dehortative, that ‘the shelves were full’. 

Dehortatory (d/h/utatari), a. and sb. [ad. 
L. dehor tdtori-iis, f. dehort dri : see -OEY.] 

A. adj. Characterized by dehortation; dis- 
suasory. 

1576 Fleming Pemopl. Epist . Epit. B, Those places which 
are used., in an epistle Exhortatorie and Dehortatorie. 
1644 Bp. Hall Rem. Wks. (1660 • 203 A dehortatory charge 
to avoid the offence of God. 2804 Southey Lett. (1856; I. 
251, I wrote to him in rather a dehortatory strain, 
f B. sb. A dehortatory address. Obs. 

1648 Milton Observ. Art. Peace (1851) 581 That fair 
dehortatory from joyning with Malignant*. 

Beliorter (dfhputoi). [f. Dkhoet v. + -er.] 
One who dehorts or advises against an action, etc, 
16x2 Cotgr., Desenkorteur, a dehorter, dissuader. 2755 
Johnson, Dehorter , a dissuader; an adviser to the contrary. 
2866 Lowell Carlyle Prose Wks. 2890 II. 91 So long as he 
was merely an exhorter or dehorter, we were thankful for 
such eloquence, .as only he could give. 

t Debcrtment . Obs. rare-- 1 , [f. Dehort v. 
A* -ment.] Dehortation. 

2656 S. Holland Zara <'1719] 11S Pantalone was too proud 
to hearken to dehortments. 

Deh.u*mari, a. noncc<vd. [De- II. 3.] Wanting 
the attributes of humanity. 

2889 L. Abbott in Chr , Union (N.Y.) 31 Jan., The demo- 
niacs, .were distinctively, if I may coin the word, dehuman. 

Dehumanise (dfhi#?manaiz), v. [De- II. 1 
-t- Humak, Humanize.] trans. To deprive of 
human character or attributes. 

2818 Moore Diary 4 Dec., Turner’s face was a good deal 
de-humanised. 1889 / W/ Mall G. 26 Nov. 2/2 Our great 
towns de-hunianize our children. 

Hence Belnrxnanized ppl. a . ; Dehtr maniadlitg’ 
vbl. sb. and ppl. a . ; also Behiimaniza’tion. 

1844 N. Brit . Rev. II. 109 These almost de-humanized 
creatures. 2856 R. A. Vaughan^ Ply sties iv. ii. note , The 
mystics . . representing regeneration almost as a process of 
dehumanization. 1857 J. Pulsford Quiet Hours 156 It 
would seem as though tlie world’s method of Education 
were dehumanizing. 2860 O. W. Holmes Elsie V. xxii. 
<1891) 325 Centuries of de-humanizing celibacy. 2883 F. 
Harrison Choice Bks. <1886) 446 To rehumanise the de- 
humanised members of society, 2889 G. Gissing Nether 
World lll.L 29 The last step in that process of dehumanisa- 
tion which threatens idealists of his type, 
t Delnrsk, v. Obs. rare, [L De- II. 2 + Husk.] 
trans. To deprive of the husk. 

2566 Drant Horace Aiij, An hundred) thousande mets of 
come dehuskde. 2567 — Epist . vi. I) j. That thy neighbour 
should haue more Wheate . . dehusk d vpon the itore. 

Dehydrate (d^hordr^'t),^. Ckem. [f. De- II. 

2 -r Gr. vciwp. in comb, iiSp- water + -ate ^.] 

1. trans. To deprive of water, or of the elements 
which compose water in a chemical combination. 

1876 Foster Phys. n. v. 12879) 388 The sugar becoming., 
dehydrated into starch. 1880 Clkmenshaw Wurtz's Atom. 
Tk. 279 When phosphoric acid is dehydrated. 1886 frul. 
Microsc. Soc. Ser. 11. VI. 350 These are then dehydrated 
in 90-96 per cent, alcohol. 

2 . intr. To lose water as a constituent. 

2886 Jrnl. Pficrosc. Soc. Ser. 11. VI. 350 The celloidin 
layers are slow in dehydrating. 

Hence Behydrated ppl. a. ; Behydrating ppl. 
a. and vbl. sb.; also, Beliydrater, an agent that 
dehydrates ; Beliydra'tioii, the removal of water, 
or of its constituents, in a chemical combination. 

2854 J. Scoffer n in OrVs Circ, Sc. Chem. 453 .The result 
of difference ' 'between' hydration ■ and . dehydration, . . '*876 
Harley Mat, Med. 259 The name compleie dehydration .is 
effected more slowly by mere exposure to tire air. 2884 
Muir & Wilson Thermal Ckem. iv, § 275. 149 Those dehy- 
drated salts which dissolve In. water with evolution of heat. 
1884 Pharm , Soc. Prospectus 6 .Action .'of .. dehydrating, 
agents upon them. 

Dehydrogenate (dz , hordrtfjdsenrit), V. Chem. 
[De- H. i.] — next. Hence -ating ppl. a, ■ 

2850 .Daueen y 7 %. vui. fed 2)482. note. Through the 

d^ydrogen^inginffueuctt iff chlorine or oxygen. 

Dehydrogenize i d ii hoi-dr^id^enoiz) . V. Ckem. 
[f. De- II. i ± Hydrogen + -ize.] trans. To deprive 
of its hydrogen ;. ; to remove hydrogen from fa'oom- 
pound). Hence Bebydrogeuized///. a. ; ~h$tiiMg: : 
vbl . ' sb. and ppl. a . ; ' also B sliy-drogen.iaa’tioxi ;. 
B eliy* drogeniszer , a dehydrogenizing agent. 

2878 Vtm Dict. Arts IV. 77. .The ' oxidarioiis.' and' the 
del) ydrogeuisatio ns .play "the.', most important .part la the 
production of colour. '. Ibid. IV. 932 The action of dehydro- 
genisers upon na^hthylamine. ■ 

r Dehypnotize (dfihi-pnaoiz), v. [De- II, i.j 
To awaken out of the hypnotic State. 

Dei, obs. form of Day, Die v. ■ 
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DEIGKOUS, 


t Beical, a. Obs. rare . fad. med.L. deic-us 
(f. L. de-us God) + -al.] Pertaining to God, 
divine. 

*662 J. Sparrow tr. Behind $ Rem, Wks Perfection 
52 The Triune Totally perfect Divine or Deicall substance. 

Beici&al (dnsoidal), a. [f. Deicide + -al.] 
Of or pertaining to deicide ; god-slaying. 

1839 Bailey Best us xix. (184S) 210 And thus the deicidal 
tribes made quit. 1880 Swinburne in Fortn. Rev. June 
762 A deicidal and theophagous Christianity. 

Beicide 1 (drissid). fad. mod. or med.L. dei- 
dda slayer of a god, f. de-us god + -cida : see -croE 
i. Cf. F. iUicide (16S1).] The killer of a god. 

1653 Gauden Hierasp. 139 Uncharitable destroyers of 
Christians, are rather Deicides, than Homicides. 1657 
Pierce Div. Phtianthr. 72 Our Saviour . , did very heartily 
pray, even for those very homicides, and parricides, and 
Deicides that kill’d him. 1731 Hist. Litteraria II. 109 The 
Deicide was immediately conveyed for Refuge to the French 
Factory, and the dead God privately buried. 2882 Century 
Flag. XXIV. 179 In the Middle Ages, the Jews were 
believed to be an accursed race of deicides. 

Beicide 2 (drisaid). [ad. mod, or med.L. type 
*deiddhim : see prec. and -cide 2 ] The killing 
of a god. 

*612 Speed Hist. Gt. Brit. ix. ix. § 59 In. .killing a Prince, 
the Traytor is guiltie of Homicide, of Parricide, of Christi- 
cide, nay of Deicide. 1688 Prior Exod. ill. 14 viii, And 
Earth prophan’d yet bless’d with Deicide. 1818 W. Taylor 
in Monthly Rev. LXXXVI. 4 To slaughter a cow for food 
being in their eyes, an act of deicide. 2860 Pusey Min. 
Profit. 3x7 Their first destruction was the punishment of 
their Deicide, the crucifixion of Jesus, the Christ. 

Beictic (darktik), a. Also deiktie. [ad. Gr. 
dutcTiK-6$ able to show, showing directly, f. dufcros 
vbl. adj. of hduc-vv-vai to show. 

The Greek word occurs in Latin medical and rhetorical 
writers as dictkos, which would give dictic ; but the term is 
purely academic, and the form deictic or deiktie is preferred 
as more distinctly preserving both in spelling and pronuncia- 
tion the Greek form. Cf. apodictic , -deictic I\ 

Directly pointing out, demonstrative ; in Logic , 
applied, after Aristotle, to reasoning which proves 
directly, as opposed to the clenctic , which proves 
indirectly. 

1828 Whatkly Rhet. 1. ii. § 2 Thirdly into ‘Direct’ and 
‘Indirect’ or reductio ad ahnrdum ) — the Deictic and 
Etenctic of Aristotle. 2876 Douse Grimm's L. § 31. 66 In 
meaning^ the word originally covered all deiktie action 
irrespective of direction. 

t Berctical, a. Obs. Also diet-, [f. Gr. 
letter ik- 6 s (see prec.) 4 -al.] = prec. 

2638 Featly Strict. Lyudnm. 1. 89 Those Arguments 
which the Logicians tearme Dicticall. 

.Hence f Dei'ctically adv., with direct indication 
or pointing out. 

2659 Hammond On Ps. Ixviii. 8 Annot. 333 It may also be 
set by it selfe, this is Sinai, to denote deictically, when that 
shaking of the earth . .was heard, a 1660 — Wks. 1 . 703 (R.) 
And he that dippeth, at that time when Christ spake it 
deictically, i. e. Judas, is that person. 

Deid, Sc. and north, f. Dead, Death, Deed. 

f Deid-doar. Sc. Obs. [ = death-doer, or dead- 
doer^ Slayer, murderer. 

2 535 Stewart Cron. Scot . II. 502 Thir deid-doaris. .War 
lane ilkone and bangit. 

De-idealiz©, etc. : see De- II. 1. 

Dele, Deieet, obs. ff. Die v., Deject, 

Deierie, obs. form of Dairy. 

Deif 'f, obs. Sc. form of Deaf. 

Beific (df|i*fik). a. [a. F. diijique (13^2 in 
Hatzf.), ad. L. deific-as god-making, consecrated, 
sacred, in med.L, ‘ divine \ f. de-us god + -ficus 
making ; see -Fie.] ' Deifying, making divine ; also 
(less properly), divine, godlike. 

1490 Caxton Eneydos xvi. 64 The grete vysion deyfyque 
that he had seen. 2627-77 Fet th am Resolves 11. xxxiL 223 Our 
Saviour, .putting all the world in the scale, doth find it far 
too light for mans Dei fie soul. 2653 Urquhart Rabelais 
11. i, That nectarian, delicious . . and deific liquor. 1706 
Motteux Rabelais tv. Ini, (1737) 219 0 Deific Books ! 2826 
T. Taylor Ess. VIII. '54 According" to a deific energy. 
1B38 Faber Foot of Cross (1872 » 245 ■What the hard ’Style of 
mystical theology calls 'deific transformation. 2878 J. Cook 
Led. Orthodoxy ii. 42 Our Lord displayed adegree of being 
that was deific. 

tBeifical (d/ii'fikal), a. Obs. [f. L. deijic-us 
(see prec.)' + -al.]' — prec. ' 

2563 Homilies it. Sacrament 1. ‘1859)443 The ancient catho- 
lic fathers, '.were not afraid to call tins Supper, some of them, 
*the.'*alve of immortality .other, ‘ a deifical communion ’. 
2582 N. T. (Rhem. t Acts viii. A nnot., That he might signe 
them , , with' the diuine tod, ' deifical ointment. 2627-77 
Feltham Resolves il xxvii. 215 ^Thase abilities . . beget a 
. kind of Deifical Reverence In their future Readers,' 

+ Bei’ficate, ppl. a. Obs. fad. L. deificat-us, 
pa. pple. of late L. deifiedre to Deify.] Deified. 

2523 Douglas JEneis x. >v. 48' In' this figour has ws all 
'■ translait, ' 'For enirmair to . be deificat. 2560 Rol land Crt. 
Venus xv. 53 Sclio : Is 'delficait.. 2628 Gaule Prod. Th. 
(1629) £2 Of Man dedicate, of God incarnate. 

t Bei’ficate, Obs. [f. ppl. stem of L. deifi- 
ciire to Deify.] To deify, to make divine. 

2536 Beiaenden C ran. Scot. (2822) 1 . 219 Claudius, .quhilk 
was laitly deceissit, and deificat be the Romanis. ,2365 Jewel 
RepL Harding- (x6ii) 342 It is the. Body it selfe of our Lord 
Deificated. 


B erne at ion (df|ifik£ l *Jhii). [n. of action From 
L. deifiedre to Deify : so in F. (1556 in Hatzf.).] 
The action of deifying ; the condition of being 
deified or made a deity ; a deified embodiment. 

2393 Gower Conf. II. 158 Lo now, through what creadon 
He [Apollo] hath deificacion, And cleped is the god of wit. 
2606 Holland Sne/on. 82 His deification after death. 
2700 Dryden Fables Pytkag. Philos. Argt. 1 The death and 
deification of Romulus. 2878 Bosw. Smith Carthage 29 The 
Phoenician religion has been defined to be a deification of 
the powers of Nature. 

b. The treating or regarding of anything as a 
god or as divine. 

2652 Nicholas Papers (Camden) 227 The other part of that 
hook, .is the deification of K. Charles. 1709 Steele Tatler 
No. 33 p 7 He had the Audaciousness to throw himself at 
my Feet . , and then ran Into Deifications of my Person. 
2848 Mrs. Jameson Sock «.$• Leg, Art (18501 22 The deifica- 
tion of suffering. 1875 Manning Mission H. Ghost iii. 8S 
The deification of the human reason as the sole rule of life. 

c. The rendering of any one a partaker of the 
divine nature ; absorption in the divine nature, 

2856 R. A. Vaughan Mystics (iSfioi I. iv. ii. 93 All things 
have emanated from God, and thejend of ail is return to^God. 
Such return-deification, he calls it - is the consummation of 
the creature. 1857 Kfbie Enchar. Ador. 19 An union of 
condescension and power for the deification (so termed by 
the fathers) of each one of us. 

t Be*ifica:tory, a. Obs. [f. deificat ppl. stem 
of L. deifiedre to Deify + -ohy.] Of or pertaining 
to deification ; having the function of deifying. 

2624 Bolton Nero 249 Expressed by a deificatorie herse, 
or throne. 1629 J. Maxwell tr. Herod tan (1635) 227 
margin , The Funeral! Pile, or Deificatory Throne. 

DeiEed (dz rifoid), ppl. a. [f. Deify v. 4 - -ed.] 
Made into a deity, raised to the rank of a god ; 
considered or treated as divine. 

2603 Florio Montaigne {16 34' 296 That Eagle is represented 
carrying.. up towards heaven, those Deified souies. 2686 
Horneck Crucif. Jesus ix. 157 Deified ^ vices had their 
votaries. 1776 Gibbon Decl. 6* F. I. 373 The statues of the 
deified kings. 2862 Stanley Jew. Ck. (1877) I. iv. 76 Thrice 
a day before the deified beast the incense was offered. 

Beifier (driisior). [f. Deify v. + -er.] One 
who or that which deifies. 

1736 H. Coventry Phil. to Hyd. Conv. in. (RA The first 
deifiers of men. 2874 Pusey Lent. Serm, 325 His Human 
Nature, the Deifier of our nature. 

Beifbrm (drilpam), a. [ad. med.L. deform-is 
(Du Cange), f. de-us god : see -form.] 

1 . Having the form of a god ; godlike in form. 
2642 H. More Song of Soul 11. 1. 11. xlvii, Onely souls 

Deiform intellective, Unto that height of happinesse can 
get. a 1667 Jer. Taylor Serm. for Year Suppl. (2678) 245 
We can no otherwayes see God. .but by becoming Deiform. 
2825 New Monthly Mag. XIV. 280 Attempting to arrive at 
the deiform nature. 1856 Faber Creator # Creature in. 
iv. (1886) 383 By these [gifts of glory] we. .become, .deiform, 
shining like the Divinity. 

2 . Conformable to the character or nature of God ; 
godlike, divine, holy. 

_ 1654 Gataker Disc. ApoL 68 Admirable and most ravish- 
ing Devotions, Deiform Intentions, Heroical acts of Vertu. 
# 2715 Burnet Own Time (y]66) I. 261 To consider religion 
as a seed of a deiform nature. 2794 T. Taylor Pausanias 
III. 330 Hence these souls, .exhibit a deiform power. 1874 
Pusey Lenten Serm. 20 Free-will . . enfreed and Deiform 
through grace, or enslaved and imbruted by sin. 
t Be*iformed, ppl. a. Obs. [f. as prec. + -ed.] 
Formed in the image of God. 

1652 Benlowes Theopk. n, Argt. 23 The deiform’d Soul 
deform’d by Sin, repents. 

Beiformity (d^iffimiti). [f. Deiform +-ity.] 
The quality of being deiform ; likeness to God ; 
conformity to the divine nature or character, 

1642 H. More Song of Soul tv. xxvii. The souls numerous 
plurality I’ve prov’J, and sbew’d she is not very God ; But 
yet a decent Deiformity Have given her. a 2726 W. Reeves 
Serm. (1729) 370 This immediate influx of the Deity, which 
the Schoolmen call the Deiformity of the Soul. 1835 Sir A. 
de Verb in Graves Life Sir W. R. Hamilton II. 163 
Deiformity is the Ideal of regenerate Humanity. 

Beify (dfifoi), v. [a. F. ddifiter ( 1 3th c. in 
Hatzf.), ad. L. deifiedre (Augustine and Cassio- 
dorus), f. de-us god 4- -fiedre : see -FY,] irans. To 
make a god of ; to exalt £0 the position of a deity ; 
to enroll among the gods of the nation or tribe. 

1393 Gower Conf. II. 165 Juno, Neptunus, Pluto, The 
which of nice fantasy The peojjle wolde deifv. 2430 Lydg. 
Citron. Troy r. iii, [They] were both ysteflyfyea In the 
heauen andf there defyed. 2530 Palsgr. 510/2, I deifye, 
I make an erthly man a God, as the gentylles dyd. 2634 
Habingion Castara (Arh.) 223 The Superstition cf those 
Times Which deified Kings to warrant their own e crimes. 
2728 Newton Ckronol. Amended 5 . 234 The first instances 
that I meet with in Greece of Deifying the dead. 2868 
Gladstone Juv. Mundi v. (1870) 223 Leukothee, once 
a mortal, now deified in the Sea-region. 

b. To render godlike or divine in nature, char- 
acter, or spirit 

a 2340 Hampole Psalter lxxxi. 1 pe gaderynge ofhalymen 
deifide thorgh grace. 2623 R. €. Table Alph. (ed. s t 
Deifcy make like God. 2634 Sir T. Herbert Trav. 77 No 
vertue more deified a Prince then Ckmencie. 2838 [see 
Deifying], 2874 [see Deifier]. 

C. To treat as a god, in word or action ; to regard 
or adore as a deity. 

2590 Spenser Teares of Muses 368 Now change the tenor 
of your joyous layes, With which ye me your loves to 
deifie. 1600 Shake. A. K L. xu. ii. 381 Oades..and 


Elegies . .all (forsooth) deifying the name of Rosalinde. 262® 
Bacon Hen. VII 38 He did againe so extoll and deifie 
the Pope. 2649 Bp. Raynolds Hose a iv. 4.9 Men of power 
are apt to deifie their own strength, .men of wisdom©, to 
deifie their owne reason. 2759 Johnson Rasselas xxvi, The 
old man deifies prudence. 2859 Smiles Self-Help iii. (i860) 
46 It is possible to over-estimate success to the extent of 
almost deifying it. 

Hence Deifying vbl. sb. and ppl. a. 

2553 Brende Q. Curtins 223 (R.) The deifying of Hercules 
1637 Nabbics Hauniball <§• Sc. H ij tR.), A man that 
merited A deifying by your gratitude. 2649 Milton Eikon. 
12 Bequeath’d among his deifying friends that stood about 
him. 2702 Collier M. Aurel. Life 21 The Deifying of his 
Father. 2838 Emerson Addr. Cambr. Mass. Wks. (Bohn) 
II. 192 This sentiment [religious] is divine and deifying. 
Deign (di%), v. F orms : 3-7 deine, 4-5 

deyne, dayne, 5-7 daigne, 6 digne, 6-7 dain(e, 
deigne, 7-S daign, 6- deign, [a. OF. degn-ier 
(3 sing, d eigne), later dcignier, deign er, from 14 th c, 
daignc7% = Fr. denhar , demur, It. degnare :—L. dig- 
nave, by-form of digndrl to deem worthy, think fit, 
f. digntts worthy.] 

1. inir. To think it worthy of oneself {lo do some- 
thing) ; to think fit, vouchsafe, condescend. 

c 1314 Guy Warw. (A.) 3464 Helman That deined fie for 
no man. 2340 Ayenb, 196 Uolk.. j?et onworfeb J? e poure, 
and ne dayne|> na3t tospeke to ham. c 1430 Mirour Salna- 
cioun 3518 Gure lorde godde. . to become man deynyd. c 1477 
Caxton Jason 114 He daigneth not to come. ct $ 90 
Greene Fr. Bacon vi, Would he daine to wed a Countrie 
Lasse 1 ? 2593 Shaks. 3 Hen. VI, iv. vii. 39 And all those 
friends, that deine to follow mee. 2667 Milton P. L. v. 
221 Raphael, the sociable Spirit, that deign’d To travel 
with Tobias. 1702 Rowe A mb. Step-Moth. 1. i. 349 Hardly 
daign ing r I o be controll’d by his Imperious Mother. 1879 
M. Arnoi d Geo. Sand Mixed Ess. 328 [The] very dog will 
hardly deign to bark at you. 
f D. impers. Obs. 

2297 R. Glouc. (1724) 557 Him ne deinede no^t to ligge 
in }>e castel by ni^te. 2340 Ayenb. 76 Ham ne daynede nasjt 
to do zenne. c 2374 Chaucer A 11 el. & A rc. 181 That on her 
wo ne deyneth him not to thinke. a 1400 50 Alexander 
830 Ne here to dwell with }ri douce cleynes me na longer 
fc. reft. Obs. 

2500-20 Dunbar Foetus lxxxvi. 36 Quhilk dein3e.it him for 
our trespass to de. _ 1563 W1N31-T Wks. 11890] II. 42 He 
deingeit Him aluterlie to do this in deid. 

2 . trans. with simple obj. a. To condescend to 
bestow or grant, to vouchsafe. (Now chiefly with. 
i’€ply, answer, in negative sentences.) 

2589 Greene Menapkon (Arb.) 36 Rather . . than haue 
deigned her eyes on the face, .of so lowe a peasant. 2605 
Shaks. Macb. 1. ii. 60 Nor would we deigne him buriall of 
his men. 262a F. Markham Bk. Warrexv. ix, § 6, I will 
not here daigne a recapitulation of the same. 2634 W.Wood 
New Eng. Prosp ., Ded. Note , I am confident you Will 
daigne it your protection. 2825 Southey Tale of Paraguay 
in. xviii, A willing ear she well might deign. 2863 Mas. C. 
Clarke Shaks. Char. iii. 71 The spirit stalks away, deign- 
ing no reply. 

f b. To condescend or vouchsafe to accept ; to 
take or accept graciously. (The opposite of to 
disdain .) Obs. 

1576 Fleming Panopi. Epist. 50 Those . . who did not re- 
ceive and intertaine my father . .nor yet digned other Gentle- 
men of much worthinesse. 2579 Spenser Sheph. Cat, Jan. 
63 Shee deignes not my good will, but doth reproue. 1606 
Shaks. Ant. *5* Cl. 1. iv. 63 Thy pallat then did daine The 
roughest Berry, on the rudest Hedge. *637-50 Row Mist . 
Kirk (1842) 255 The Lord dained him. 1661 in Hickerin- 
gill Jamaica A iij. Tills Welcome-home . .Thou yak accept 
from me, And deign it to attend thy smoother Line. 

t c. In same sense with of. (Cf. to accept of I) 
Obs. rare. 

1589 Greene Menapkon (Arb.) 52 Which if you shall vouch 
to deigne of, I shall be . . glad of such accepted sendee. 
f 3 . To treat (a person) as worthy of, to dignify 
(him) with. [ digit art. ~\ Obs. 

1579 Twyne Pkisicke agst . Fort. it. cxxxiL 342 a, [They] 
had lyen vn buried, had not their most deadly enimie dained 
them of a graue. 2592 in De Foe Hist. Ch. Scot. Add. D 
(1844) 57/2 Will ye not daigne his Majesty with an Answer? 
1648 E. Boughen Gerce's Case qf Cause. 76 He daines them 
with this honour. 

nr 4. Short for dedain. Disdain : see Dain v. 
Beigufull, var. of Datnful, disdainful, 
t Bei’gnous, a . Obs. Forms : 4 deignouse, 
4-5 deynons, 5 deinous, 5-6 daynous, 6 dayn- 
noxts, 5-7 deignoxis. jjapp. a shortened form of 
dedeignous, Djsdainous, F. didaigneux , OF. des- 
deignous ( 1 2th c. in Hatzf.) : cf. Dain v. 

(Earlier examples of dedeignous, dedmttous, than of deig- 
nous are not yet known ; but the history of Disdain shows 
that they may well have existed.}] 

Disdainful, proud, haughty. / , . ' : 

c 1330 R. Brunne Chron. (1810) 289 Deignouse pride & 
-lie avisement. ' c 2374 Chaucer Troy Ins i. 290 ' Her'.-chere, 
Which' sound el deynous was. . ■ c 2430 Lydg. Bochas v. xxiv. 
(1554) 138 a, • Nothing- .more deynous, nor more vntreatable 
Than whan a begger hath dominacion. C2440 Ipamydon 
2122 A proude knyght and a daynous. a 1643 W, Cart- 
wright Qrdhtctry iw. i, One Harlotha, Concubine To deign- 
ous Wilhelme, hight the Conqueror. 

Hence t Bei-gnonsliede (deyn-), disdainfulness, 
haughtiness ; t Dei-gmously (deyn-, dayn-) adv., 
disdmiMly. 

c 2330 . R. " Brunne' Chron. {2820^ . 229'..' For deynoushede & • 
pride, 4 2440 Parton&pe 3434 M any one That loked vpon 
hym full deynously. a 2529 Skelton Bouge of Court Prol. 
82 And gan on me to stare Ful daynously. 
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DEIL- 

II Dei gratia. [L.] By the grace of God : see 

Grace. 

Belli, obs. sing. pres, of Dow v* 

Deiktic, var. of Deictic. 

Beil (d*l, dzl). [Scotch vernacular form of the 
word Devil, corresponding to the ME. monosyl- 
labic types del, dele , dewle , dule, etc.] 

1 . The Devil : esp. according to the popular con- 
ception of his appearance and attributes. 

(For the Biblical Satan, the usual form is deevil?) 

1500-20 Dunbar Turnament 54 Off all his dennar .. His 
breist held deill a bitt 1570 Sempill Ballates (1872) 1x7 
The mekle Deill. 1725 Ramsay Gent. Sheph. in. ii, Awa ! 
am! the deil's [«'. r, deal’s] ower grit wi' you. 1785 Burns 
Address to the Beil ii, I’m sure sma’ pleasure jit can gie, 
Ev’n to a deil. 1790 — Tam o’ Skanter 78 That night a child 
might understand, The Deil had business on his hand. x8x6 
Scott Old Mart, xxxiii, Being atween the deil and the deep 
sea. 

2 . A mischievously wicked or troublesome fellow; 
one who embodies the spirit of wickedness or mis* 
chief. 

1786 Burns Tuut Dogs 222 They’re a’ run deite or jads 
thegither. x8oa Scott Bonnie Dundee ii, The Quid Toun 
is well quit of that deil of Dundee. Mod. Sc. He’s an awfu’ 
laddie, a perfit deil. 

3 . For deil a bit , and other phrases, see Devil. 
Deill, Deim, obs. forms of Deal, Deem. 

Dein, obs. form of Deign. 

Dein, deen, Sc. dial, forms of Done. 

+ Be-inclrne, Obs. [F.De- 1 2 + Incline v.] 
(See quot.) Hence DeincH’ned, Deinclrning, 
ppl, adjs . ; Deinclrner. 

1727-51 Chambers Cycl. s. v. Dial, Secondary Dials , are 
all those drawn on the planes of other circles beside the 
horizon, prime vertical, equinoctial, and polar circles: or 
those, which either decline, incline, recline, or deincline.. 
Dcinclined Dials, are such as both decline and incline, or re- 
cline, Ibid. , Deincliners or Deinclining Dials. . Suppose. . 
a plane to cut the prime vertical circle at an angle of 30 
degrees, and the horizontal plane under an angle of 24 de- 
grees. .a dial, drawn on this plane, is called a deinc liner. 
De -individualize, de-industrialize, etc.: 
see De- II. i. 

Deine, obs. form of Dene, sand-hill. 

Being, obs. form of Dying, Dyeing. 
t Beingrate, v. Obs. rare. [f. De- I 3 + 
L. ingratus disagreeable : seelNGEATE.] trans. To 
render unpopular, bring into disfavour. 

1634 Brief Inform. Affairs Palatinate 34 To deingrate the 
Prince Palatine, and to make him more odious. 
Deinosaur, Deinothere, etc. : see Dino-. 
Deinseyn, obs. form of Denizen. 
De-insularize, -integrate, etc. : see De- II. 1. 
Deinte, -ee, -ie, -y, obs, forms of Dainty. 
Deintrelle, var. of Daintrel Obs., a dainty. 
Deipfe, obs. Sc. form of Deep. 

|| Deipara (dzp-para). [late L. (Cod. Just . i. 1, 
6) = mother of God, f. de-us God + - pants , -a, bear- 
ing, par ere to bear ; a L. repr. of Gr. Beorofcos.] A 
title of the Virgin Mary, 4 Mother of God \ 

1664 H. More Myst, Iniq., Synopsis Proph . 521 He., 
would not allow the most holy Virgin, the Mother of Christ 
as to the flesh, .to be called Deipara or the Mother of God. 
x 85 o Sophocles Gloss. Later Greek 334/1 ©soro/ctov. .a mo- 
dulus addressed or relating to the Deipara. 

Beiparous (d/p-paras), a. [f. as prec. + -0U8.] 
Bearing or bringing forth a god. 

1664 H. More Myst. Iniq., Synopsis Proph. 520 Nor con- 
fess that the holy. .Mary is properly and according to truth 
Deiparous, that is to say, the another of God. 1827 Sir 

H. Taylor Isaac Comnenus in. iv, Deiparous Virgin 1 Holy 
Mary mother t 

Beipno- (darpn#-), repr. Gr. Sftwo-, combining 
form of diiirvov dinner, used in nonce-words and 
combinations, as deipno-diplomatic of or per- 
taining to dining and diplomacy, deipnophobia 
dread of dinner-parties. 

1827 Brit. Critic I. 475 An interchange of deipno-diplo- 
matic correspondence. 1891 Daily News 23 June 4/8 People 
whoheartily sympathise with the ‘deipnophobia’ of Gordon. 

Beipnosophist (daipn^fist). [ad. Gr. 
$eLm'o<xo<pKjT-jj$ ‘one learned in the mysteries of 
the kitchen f. buirvov the chief meal, dinner +• 
cocpicfrijs a master of his craft, clever or wise man, 
Sophist. The pi. Seiirvogotpiorrat was the title of 
a celebrated work of the Greek Athenseus, written 
after a.d. 228.] 

A master of the art of dining : taken from the 
title of the Greek work of Athenseus, in which a 
number of learned men are represented as dining 
together and discussing subjects which range from 
the dishes before them to literary criticism and mis- 
cellaneous topics of every description. 

1656 Blount Glossogr., Detpnosophists, Athenseus his great 
learned books carry that title. 1774 Burney Hist. Mus. 

I. 229 (Jod.) To render credible the following assertion of a 
deipnosophist in Athenaeus. 1845 Ford Handbk. Spain I. 
1. 70. Spanish Cookery, a . . subject which is well worth the 
inquiry of any antiquarian deipnosophist, 1866 Lowell 
Swinburne's Trag. Prose Wks. 1890 II 135 With about as 
much nature in it as a dialogue of the Deipnosophists. 

Hence DelpnosopM stic a., Deipno*sopMsnu 

x66x Lovell Hist. Anim. <§• Min. 23 Diverse other things 


. .belonging to cookery, are here omitted, as belonging to 
the dypnospphistick art. 182$ Blackw. Mag. XVI. 1 Let 
me . . luxuriate in the . . paradisaical department of deipno- 
sophism. 1836 FrasePs Mag. XII 1 . 336 An elegy . . appended 
to that deipnosophistic dissertation. 

Deir, obs. form of Dear, Deer, Dere. 

Deirie, obs. form of Dairy. 

Deis(e, deisehe, deiss, obs. forms of Dais. 
Deisnal, -eal, deisul, var. of Deasil. 

Beism (dfiz’m). [mod. f. L. de-us god + -ism. 
Cf. F. diisme (in Pascal a 1660).] The distinctive 
doctrine or belief of a deist; usually, belief in the 
existence of a Supreme Being as the source of finite 
existence, with rejection of revelation and the super- 
natural doctrines of Christianity; “natural religion’. 

x 63 a Dryden Religio Laid Pref. (Globe) 186 That Deism, 
or the principles of natural worship, are only the faint 
remnants or dying flames of revealed religion in the pos- 
terity of Noah. 1692 Bentley Boyle Lect. ix. 306 Modern 
Deism being the very same with old Philosophical Pagan- 
ism. 1759 Dilworth Pope 63 There breathes in this inscrip- 
tion [ens entium miserere met] the genuine spirit of deism. 
1774 Fletcher Doctr. Grace Wks. 1795 IV. 203 Deism is 
the error of those who . . think that man . . needs no Redeemer 
at all. x86x Beresf. Hope Eng. Cathedr. xgth c. 260 That 
decorous and philanthropic deism which is a growing peril 
of the age. 1877 E. R. Conder Bas. Faith i. 25 Deism 
should etymologically have the same sense with Theism, 
but it is commonly taken to carry with it the denial of what 
is called revealed religion. Theism conveys no such im- 
plication. 

1 2 . The condition of being a god or as God, Obs. 
1726 De Foe Hist. Devil viii, He [the Devil] set her 
[Eve's] head a madding after deism, and to be made 
a goddess. 

Deist (drist). [a. F. diiste , f. L. de-us god : 
see -1ST.] One who acknowledges the existence 
of a God upon the testimony of reason, but rejects 
revealed religion. 

(The term was originally opposed to atheist , and was inter- 
changeable with t heist even m the end of the 17th c. (Locke, 
Second Vindication , 1695, W. Nichols Conference with 
a Theist x 1696) ; but the negative aspect of deism, as opposed 
to Christianity, became the accepted one, and deist and t heist 
were differentiated as in quots. 1878-80.) 

[1563 Virkt Instruct. Chr. II. Ep. Ded., J’ai entendu qu’il 
y en a de ceste bande, qui s'appellent Deistes, d'un mot 
tout nouveau, lequel ils veulent oposer a Atheiste.] 1621 
Burton Anat. Mel. hi. iv. 11. i, Cosen-germans to these 
men are many of our great Philosophers and Deists. 1670 R. 
Traill Serm. vi. Sel. Writ. 1845)107 We have a generation 
among us.. called Deists, which is nothing else but a new 
court word for Atheist. 1692 Bentley Boyle Lect. 6 Some 
infidels, .to avoid the odious name of atheists, would shelter 
and screen themselves under a new one of deists, which is 
not quite so obnoxious. 17x1-37 Shaftesbury Charac. II. 
209 Averse as I am to the cause of theism, or name of deist, 
when taken in a sense exclusive of revelation. 1748 Hartley 
Obscrv Man 11. iii. 347 Unless he be a sincere Deist at least, 
i. e. unless he believe in the Existence and Attributes of 
God. 1788 Wesley Wks. <1872) VII. 196 A Deist — I mean 
one who believes there is a God distinct from matter ; but 
does not believe the Bible ; 1878 D. Patrick in Encycl. 
Brit. VII. 33 The later distinction between theist and deist, 
which stamped the latter word as excluding the belief in 
providence or the immanence of God, was apparently formu- 
lated in the end of the 18th century by those rationalists who 
were aggrieved at being identified with the naturalists. x88o 
Sat. Rev. 2 6 June 820 In speaking of a deist they fix their 
attention on the negative, in speaking of a theist on the 
positive aspect of his belief. 

Beistic (dzji-stik), a. [f. Deist + ~ic.] Of the 
nature of or pertaining to deists or deism. 

1795 G. Wakefield Reply Paine's Age of Reason n. 57 
From the mouth of Thomas Paine, the most tremendous of 
all possible deistic dunces ! x88o L. Stephen Pope vii, 163 
Brought up as a Catholic, he had gradually swung into 
vague deistic belief. 1882-3 Schaff Encycl. Relig. Knowl. 
I. 728 The deistic controversy ..beginning with Lord Her- 
bert of Cherbury (1581-1648). 

Beistical (dz,i*stikal), a. [f. as prec. +- al.] 
prec. ; also, inclined or tending to deism. 

1741 Watts hnprov. Mind 1. v. § 3 To support the deisti- 
cal or antichristian scheme of our days, 1796 Morse A mer. 
Geog. II. 314 The ingenious and eloquent, but deistical J. J. 
Rousseau. 1809-10 Coleridge Friend\xZt$) 54 Concerning 
the right of punishing by law the authors of heretical or 
deistical writings. 1871 Tyndall Fragm. Sc. (1870) II. ix. 
168 My object was to show my deistical friends, . that they 
were in no better condition than we were. 

Hence Berstically adv., in a deistical way. 
1882-3 Schaff Encycl. Relxg. Knowl. II. 1608 Nature .. 
may be conceived of deistically, as an accomplished fact . . 
utterly external to God. 

Deifc, Sc. i. died, pa. t. of Die v. 

De-italianize : see De- II. 1. 
t Beitate, ppl. a. Obs. [repr. an assumed L. 
*deitdt-us (tr. Gr. 0 «ar 0 €is), f. deltas , deitat-em 
Deity.] Made a deity, deified. 

1551 Cranmer Answ. Bp. Gardiner 11. Rem. (1833)111. 
450 One person and one Christ, who is God incarnate and 
man Debate, as Gregory Naziauzene saith, 

Deith, obs. Sc. form of Death. 

Deity (dfiti). Also 4-6 deite, deyte, 4 deitee, 
6-7 deitie, (5 deyite, -yte, die tie, 5-7 diety, 7 
dyety). [a. F. diili, in 12th c. deltet, deite ( « Pr. 
deitat , Sp. deidad, It. deiid), ad. L. deltas , deitat- 
em,' f. de-us god (formed by Augustine, De Civ . 
Dei vii. i, after L. divinitas) : see -ity.] 

1 . The estate or rank of a god ; godhood ; the 


DEJECT. 

personality of a god ; godship ; esp. with poss. 
pron. 

CX374 Chaucer Troy Ins m. 968 But o>ow loue.Js J>is an 
honour to pi deite. c 1386 — Frankl. T. 3x9 1 hough N ep- 
tunus haue deitee in the See. CX440 Capgrave Ltfe St. 
Hath. iv. 764 Whi shulde appollo here ony deyte V 1594 
Marlowe & Nashk Dido in. ii, That ugly imp that shall.. 
wrong my deity with high disgrace. 1594 Shaks. Rich. Ilf 
1. i. 76 Lord Hastings. .Humbly complaining to her Deitie, 
Got my Lord Chamberlaine his libertie. x6xx — Wint. T. 
iv. iv. 26 The Goddes themselues (Humbling their Deities 
to loue). a x6x8 Raleigh (J.), By what reason could the 
same deity be denied unto Laurentia and Flora, which was 
given to Venus? 16x9 Drayton Man in Moon (R.), Yet no 
disguise her deity could smother, So far in beauty she ex- 
celled other. 1844 Mrs. Browning DeadPan xxviii, All 
the false gods with a cry Rendered up their deity. 

b. The divine quality, character, or nature of 
God ; Godhood, divinity ; the divine nature and 
attributes, the Godhead. 

1362 Langl. P. PI. A. xi. 43 P u s H drauelen on heore 
cleys |>e Deite to knowe. c 1394 P. PI. Crede 825 F reres wy In 
for her pride Disputen of pis deyte as dotardes schulden. 
1398 Tkevisa Barth. De P. R. 1. (1495) 3 The lyghte of the 
heuenly dyuyne clarete, couerte, & closid in the deyte or in 
the godhede. c 1489 Caxton Blanchardyn liv. 213 Whose 
eternall dietie raigneth within the highest heauens. 150a 
Ord. Crysien Men (W. de W. 1506) Pro], 2 The fader the 
sone & the holy ghost, one essence of deite. 15x4 Barclay 
Cyt. Sf Uplondyshm. (Percy Soc.) To honour our Lorde, 
& pease his deyte. 1594 T. B. La Print atid. Fr. Acad, u. 
Seneca, The creator .. hath set such markes of his diety in 
his workes. 1633 Bp. Hall Hard Texts, N. T. 57 In my 
..infinite Deity I will be ever present with you. 1667 
Milton P. L. x. 65. 1736 Chandler Hist. Persec. 47 The 

same man opposed the Deity of the Son of God. 1835 Genii. 
Mag. Oct. 397/x Mr, Gurney's work .. is chiefly confined to 
the Deity of Christ. There is something open and decided 
in saying Deity, rather than Divinity. 

t c. The condition or state in which the Divine 
Being exists. Obs. 

c 1400 Rom. Rose 5656 And leven alle humanite, And purely 
lyve in deite. c 1485 Digby Myst. (1882, m. 1075 , 1 ded natt 
asend to my father In deyyte. 

2 . concr. A divinity, a divine being, a god ; one 
of the gods worshipped by a people or tribe. 

c 1374 Chaucer Troylus iv. XS15 , 1 swere it yow, and ek on 
ech goddesse, On every nympne, and deyte infernal. _ 1589 
Greene Menaphon (Arb.) 42 That I helde a supersticious 
opinion of loue, in honouring him for a Deitie. 1607 Shaks. 
Cor. iv. vi. 91 A thing Made by some other Deity then 
Nature, That shapes man Better. 1641 Wilkins Math. 
Magick 1. xi. (1648) 69 Temples or Tombes . . dedicated to 
some of their Deities. 1794 Sullivan View Nat. II. 448 
The chief deity, the sun. 1814 Cary Dante, Parcuiiso 
viii. 3 The fair Cyprian deity [Venus], 1851 D. Wilson 
Preh. Ann. (1863) II. in. ii. 71 The Altar appears to be dedi- 
cated to one of these obscure local deities. 

b, fig. An object of worship ; a thing or person 
deified. 

1588 Shaks. L.L.L, iv. iii. 74 This is the liuer veine, which 
makes flesh a deity. 1630 j. Taylor (Water P.) Wks. iu 
\ 113/1 Tobacco (England’s bainefull Diety). 

3 . ( with capital) A supreme being as creator of 
I the universe ; the Deity , the Supreme Being, God. 

(Especially as a term of Natural Theology, and 
without explicit predication of personality.) 

1647 N. Bacon Disc. Laws Eng. 1. iv. (1739) xo They wor- 
ship an invisible and an infinite Deity. 1690 Locke Hum . 
Und. 1. iv. (1695) 30 A rational Creature, who will but 
seriously reflect on them, cannot miss the discovery of a 
Deity. 1774 Goldsm. Nat . Hist. (1776) I. 6 We see the 
greatness and wisdom of the Deity in all the seeming worlds 
that surround us. 1786 Han. More Let. in Mem . Ld. 
Gambier (1861) I. x. 157 Polite ears are disgusted to hear 
their Maker called ‘ the Lord ' in common talk, while serious 
ones think the fashionable appellation of ‘ the Deity 'sounds 
extremely Pagan, x8xa-6 J . Smith Panorama Sc. Art I. 
527 Newton .. had recourse, for one of the forces, to the 
immediate action of the Deity. 1860 Pusey Min. Proph, 
193 Men spoke of ‘ the Deity \ as a sort of first cause of all 
things, and . . had lost sight of the Personal God. 
Be'itysMp. [f prec. (sense 2) + -ship.] The 
status or personality of a deity ; godship ( Deity 
1). 

1694 Echard Plautus 46 Why shou’dnt my deityship gi' 
me the same priviledge ? 1748 Richardson Clarissa Wks. 
18S3 VI. 503 With due regard to your deityship. 1834 
Lytton Pompeii iv. xii, If his deityship were never better 
served, he would do well to give up the godly profession. 
Deive, obs, form of Deave, to deafen, 
t Beivirile, a. Obs. rare, [ad. med.L. deivi- 
ril-is (f. de-us god + virilis manly), transl. Gr. 
OeavdptxSs (f. $e- 6 s god + avhpatos of a man, manly).] 
4 A term in the school theology signifying some* 
thing divine and human at the same time * (Cham- 
bers, Cycl.\ 

17*7-51 Chambers Cycl. s.v. Theandric f ®eav&pitirt ev«p*v« ta $ 
theandric or dewirile operations, in the sense of Dionysius 
(Bp, of Athens) and Damascenus is thus exemplified by 
Athanasius . . In raising Lazarus, lie called as man* but 
awaked him from the dead as God, 

Dejansenize : see De- II. 1. 

Bejext, ppl. a. Obs. or arch. Also 6 -gecte. 
[ad. L, deject-us. pa. pple, of dejicPre (deicere) to 
throw down, f. De- I. 1 + jaepre to throw. (In OF. 
des~, degiely-get, -git.)] 

1 . As pa. pple. Thrown down, cast down ; + cast 
away, rejected : see Deject v. 

1430 Lydg. Chron. Troy it. xvii, Thorowen and deiect m 
a pyt horryble. 1483 Caxton Gold. Leg* 37 b/x Lucifer 
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whtche was dejecte and caste out of heven. 2560 Holland 
Crt. Venus 111. 510 He .. was deiect with schame fra all 
honour- 1819 H. Busk V es triad v. 513 Here on Patroclus* 
corse deject he lies. 

2. As///, a. Downcast, dispirited, Dejected. 

1528 Roy Rede me (Arb.) 43 They were so abasshed and 
deiecte That once to hisse they were nott able. 1555 J* Phil- 
pot in Coverdale Lett. Mart . (1564) 228 Dearling. .Be not of 
a deiect mind for these temptations. 1602 Shaks. Ham. hi. 
i. 163 And I, of Ladies most deiect and wretched. 1639 G. 
Daniel Ecclus. xi. 59 Be not deiect in Miserie. 1863 W. 
Lancaster Prseterita 87 Deject and doubtful thus I iorge 
quaint fears, 

b. Cast down from one’s position, lowered in 
fortunes ; lowered in character, abject, abased. 

1510-20 Everyman in Plazl. Dodsley I. 101 Like traitors 
deject 1605 Play Stucley in Simpson Sch. Shaks. (1878) I. 
234 Is’t possible that Stukly, so deject In England, lives in 
Spain in such respect, a 1625 Fletcher Love's Cure n. i, 
What can be a more deject spirit in man, than to lay his 
hands under every one’s horse’s feet ? 1820 T. L, Peacock 

Wks. (18 75) III. 324 The beggar being, for the most part, 
a king deject 

f c. Aslrol (See quot.) Obs. 

1594 Blundevil Exerc. rt. xxxvi. (ed. 7) 494 Such houses 
as have no familiarity with the Horoscope or Ascendent., 
are ^aid to be slow and deject 

Deject (di'jd^e-kt), v. (In Sc., 6 deiekk, 6- 
dejeck.) [f. L. deject - , ppl. stem of dejicere to 
throw or cast down : see prec.] 

L trans. To throw or cast down; to cause to 
fall down, overthrow, arch, or Obs. 

c 1420 Pallad. on Hush. 11. 423 Take of the laures bayes. . 
in sething water hem dejecte. 1536 Bellenden Cron. Scot. 
(1821) I, no Scho hes dejeckit me at thy feit. 1550 Nicolls 
Thucyd. 125 Their people, .whichewere deiected and dryuen 
downe from the sayd rocke. 1627 Speed England xlt § 7 
This Citie . . by the furious outrages of the Scots and Piets 
was deiected. a 1638 Mede Paraphr. 2 Pet. iii. Wks. (1672) 
III. 615 To be exiled and dejected from those high mansions. 
iS8x [see Dejected 1]. 

b. To bend down. 

1601 Holland Pliny xvn. xxix. I. 531 What part soeuer of 
it [the vine} is dejected and driuen downward, or els bound 
and tied fast, the same ordinarily beareth fruit. 1605 Hey- 
wood If you know not me Wks. 1874 I. 206 It becomes not 
You being a Princess, to deiect your knee. 1625 Modell 
of Wit 62 b, Deiecting her head into her bosome. 3809 [sec 
Dejected i b]. 

c. To cast down (the eyes'). 

1612 Drayton Poly-olb. xii. (TV), One, having climb’d some 
roof.. From thence upon the earthy dejects his humble eye. 
1727-46 Thomson Summer 1066 Princely wisdom then De- 
jects his^ watchful eye. 1768 Woman of Honor III. 264 
Fixing his eyes on Clara, who modestly dejected her’s. 
f 2, To cast away, dismiss, reject. Obs. 

3530 Palsgr. 5x0/1, I dejecte, I caste a waye, je dejecte. 
3549 Compl. Scot . Prol, 17 Gyf sic vordis suld be disusit or 
deiekkit. 3579 Fenton Guicciard. in. (1599) 118 These 
perswasions . . he vtterly deiected. 1633 Bp. Hall Hard 
Texts 544 Whether your humiliation may not yet . . cause 
him to deject and take off his judgements? 

1 3. fig. To cast down from high estate or dignity, 
depose ; to lower in condition or character, to 
abase, humble. Obs. 

3515 Barclay Egloges iv. (1570) Cv/2 The coyne auaun- 
ceth, neede doth the name deject. 1549 Coverdale Erasm. 
Par. x Pet. II. 14 His delyght is in. .suche as deiecte them 
selues. 1601 F. Godwin Bps. of Eng. 503 Being loath to 
deiect them whom he had once aduanced. 3660 Bond Scut. 
Reg. 165 Where the superior makes an Inferior officer, he 
may deject him at his pleasure. x6gx E. Taylor Behmen's 
Theos. Philos. 185 Fain Mans dejecting himself may be 
called Humiliation. 

f4, To reduce the force or strength of, to weaken, 
lessen. Obs. 

1580 Sidney A rcadia iii. Though in strength exceedingly 
dejected. 3599 Sandys Europe? Spec. (1632) 390 One disad- 
vantage . . impeach eth and dejecteth all other their forces. 
1620 Venner Via Recta ii. 22 It doth very greatly deiect 
their appetite, 3684 tr. Boned s Merc. Compit. 1. 15 The 
Appetite , . is often dejected in Consumptive Persons. 

5. To depress in spirits ; to cast down, dispirit, 
dishearten. (The ordinary current sense.) 

1583 [see Dejected 3]. 1603 Florio Montaigne (1634) 491 
Good Authonrs deject me too-too much, and quaile my 
.courage. 3625: Meade in Ellis Orig. Lett. Ser. 1. III. 204 
The king was much dejected, by a Lettre received from 
Denmark, 3761 Sterne Tr, Shandy m. xx, To deject and 
centrist myself with so bad and melancholy an account. 
3775 J ohnson Tax. no Tyr. 8 N othing dejects a trader like 
the interruption of his profits. 1862 Lytton Sir. Story 1. 68 
The things which do not disturb her temper, may, perhaps, 
deject her spirits, ■. .. 

f b. inir. (for refi.) To be dejected. Obs. rare. 
*644 Quarles Barnabas p B. 226 Deject not, O my soul, 
nor let thy thoughts despair. 

; 0. intr. To bend downwards, nonce-use. 

: *825 Hone Every-day Bk. 1 . 323 It stands, or rather dejects, 
over, .a pair of wooden gates. 

Hence Deje’cting ///. a. 

xSiS^Mrs. Iliff Poems (ed. 2) 20 The mien assuming of 
dejecting care, . 

fi Dejecta (d/jd^e-kta), sb. pi [L., neut. pi. 
of deject-us : see Deject*] Castings, excrements. 

■ 1887 Gaknsey & Balfour tr. De Barfs Fungi vii. 357 
■ Fungi which grow on' the dejecta of warm-blooded, '.animals, 
dung, feathers, etc, ' ■ ' 

Dejectant (di'jdge'ktant), a. Her. [1 Deject 
'. , + -ant b] Cast .down,: bending down. 1 
3889 fr.ee Dejected x d]. 


Dejected (d/'id^e’kted), ppl a. ff. Deject v.J 
1. lit. Thrown or cast down, overthrown, arch. 
3682 Wheler Journ. Greece vi. 427 Buried in the Rubbish 
of its dejected Roof and Walls. 1881 H. James Portr. Lady 
xxvi, Looking at her dejected pillar, 
b. Allowed to hang down. 

1809 Heber Passage of Red Sea 32 The mute swain.. 
With arms enfolded, and dejected head, 
e. Of the eyes : Downcast. 

3600 [see 3 b]. 3663 Cowley Pindar. Odes, Brutus ii, If 
with dejected Eye In standing Pools we seek the Sky. 
37x5-20 Pope Iliad ix. 626 With humble mien and with 
dejected eyes Constant they follow where Injustice flies. 

d. Her. Cast down, bent downwards; as de- 
jected embotved , embowed with the head down- 
wards. 

3889 Elvin Diet. Her., Dejected, cast down, as a garb 
dejected or dejectant. 

2. Lowered in estate, condition, or character ; 
abased, humbled, lowly. Obs . 

1605 Shaks. Lear iv. i. 3 The lowest and most deiected 
thing of Fortune. 3641 Milton Reform, n. (1851) 71 The 
basest, the 1 wermost, the most dejected .. downe-trodden 
Vassals of Perdition. ax6 80 Butler Rem . (1759) IL 34 
Able to reach from the highest Arrogance to the meanest, 
and most dejected Submissions. 3721 [see Dejectedness]. 

3. Depressed in spirits, downcast, disheartened, 
low-spirited. 

3583 Marbeck Bk. of Notes 115 So that he was deiected 
and compelled to weepe for very many, which had fallen. 
1608-xi Bp. Hall Medit. <$• Vows 1. § 39, I marvel! not that 
a wicked man is . . so dejected, when hee feeles sicknes, 3667 
Pepys Diary (1879) IV. 369 Never were people so dejected 
as they are in the City. 1793 Cowper Lett. 8 Sept., I am 
cheerful on paper sometimes, when I am absolutely the most 
dejected of all creatures. 1835 Lytton Rienzi x. viii, Thus 
are we fools of Fortune to-day glad — to-morrow dejected 1 
b. transf (Of the visage, behaviour, etc.) 

(Often combining 1 c and 3.) 

xSoo Disc. Gowrie Conspir ., With a very dejected counte- 
naunce, his eies ever fixed upon the earth. x6oa Shaks. 
Ham. 1. ii. 81 The deiected hauiour of the Visage. 3730 
Steele Tailer No. 85 f 2 The Goddess . . is to sit in a de- 
jected Posture. 3769 Robertson Chas. V , III. xi. 273 In 
a timid dejected silence. 3822 Scott Pirate xl, I could not 
but move with a drooping head, and dejected pace. 

Dejectedly (diidgektedli), adv. [-ly 2 .] In 
a dejected manner. 

1611 Cotgr., Bassement , basely, lowly, deiectedly. 1675 
Brooks Gold. Key Wks. 1867 V. 189 As he stood bound 
before the palace, leaning dejectedly upon a tree, 1805 
Scott Last Minstr. 1. Conch, Dejectedly and low he 
bowed. 1881 Miss Braddon A spk. II. 256 Those early 
comers who roam about empty halls dejectedly. 

Bejectedness (dfjdge-ktednes). [-ness.] 

+ 1. The state of being cast down or humbled (in 
fortunes, condition, etc.) ; abasement. Obs. 

3608 Bp. Hall Char. Virtues $ V. 1. 27 No Man sets so 
low a value of his worth as himselfe, not out of ignorance. . 
but of a voluntary and meeke deiectednesse. 1646 Jenkyn 
Remora 15 Lownes and dejectednes of estate. 1723 R. 
Keith tr. T.d Kempis's Soul. Soul iv. 139 Behold, O Lord, 
the Dejectedness of my State. 

2. The state of being downcast or depressed in 
spirits. 

1633 Bp, Hall Hard Texts 88 An heart full of dejected- 
ness and dismay, c 1740 Mrs. Delany A utobiog. 11863) I. 
13 The dejectedness of my mother's spirits, 1884 Manck. 
Exam. 29 Nov. 5/3 The same spirit of. . dejectedness which 
marks the long-suffering Cockney. 

Bejecter (dijd^e-ktaj). [f. Deject v. + ~er. 
Cf. Dejector.] One who dejects. 

3611 Cotgr , Abhaisseur, an abaser, debaser, deiecter. 
Bejectile (df,d^e'ktil). [f. L. type *dejectil-is, 
f. ppf. stem of L. dejicere to Deject ; cf. projectile , 
and L. miss ilis , pled-ilis ; see -ILE.] A body 
thrown or impelled down upon an enemy. 

x88S Mrs. Randolph Mostly Fools III. x. 297 Harassing 
the foe by casting dejectiles into their works. 

Dejection (d/jd^e'kpm). Also 5 deieccion. 
[a. OF. dejection ( 14 th c. in Godef.), ad. L. dejec- 
tion- em, n. of action from dejicere {deiclre) to cast 
down : see Deject ppl. a.] 

1. lit. The action of casting down ; the fact of 
being cast down. 

3683 Hallywkll Melampr. 33 (T.) Their [the angels’] 
dejection and detrusion into the caliginous regions. 1853 
Ruskin Stones^ Ven. I. xiv. § 10 A hole between each bracket 
for the convenient dejection of hot sand and lead. 

f b. The throwing clown or precipitation of a 
sediment. Obs. 

3594 Plat Jewell-ho. n. 40 A means how to make deiection 
of the Lee or faeces of y ! best sallet oyle. 
f2. fig. A casting down, deposing or lowering 
(in fortunes, condition, quality, etc.) ; humiliation, 
abasement. Obs. 

c 3450 tr. De Imitations hi. xxii, Se fcerfore, lorde, my 
deieccion and my frailte. 1545 Jo ye Exp. Dan. iv. (R. y 
This deiection and humiliacion might not the kynge knowe. 

3601 B. Jonson Poetaster Prol, Such full-blown vanity he 
more doth loth Than base dejection. 3641 Prynne Ant ip. 
35 The Pope writ Letters to all Nobles. . to assist Philip for 
the dejection of Iohn. J 1659 Pearson Creed i. (1845) 38 
Adoration implies submission and dejection J so that, while 
we worship, we cast down ourselves. 

+ b. Astrol. (See quot. 1727 .) Obs. 

3430 Lydg. Chron. Troy iv. xxxiv, But in the Bull is thy 
kingdom lome, For therein is thy deiection. 3727-53 
Chambers Cycl, Dejection , in astrology, is applied to the 
planets, when in their detriment, i. e. when they have lost 


their force, or influence, .by reason of their being in opposi- 
tion to some others . , Or, it is used when a planet is in a sign 
opposite to that wherein it has its greatest effect, or influ- 
ence, which is called its exaltation. Thus, the sign Aries 
being the exaltation of the sun . . Libra is its dejection. 

8 . Depression of spirits ; downcast or dejected 
condition. 

c 3450 tr. De Imitatione n. xi, If ihesu hide him ande a litel 
forsake hem, ]?ei falle into a compleynyng or into ouer gret 
deieccion. a 3631 Donne in Select. <1840) 120 To sink into 
a sordid melancholy, or irreligious dejection of spirit. 1667 
Milton P. L, xi. 301 What besides Of sorrow and dejection 
and despair Our frailtie can sustain. 1791 Boswell John- 
son an. 1755 (18311 I. 283 That miserable dejection of spirits 
to which he was constitutionally subject. 1865 Farkman 
Huguenots vi. (3875)72 A deep dejection fell upon them. 
f 4. Lowering of force or strength ; diminution 
or weakening (of the bodily strength or appetite)* 
3652 French Yorksh . Spa viii. 78 A manifest dejection of 
the appetite. 3659 Hammond On Ps. evi 35 Annot. 537 
A sudaain and almost incredible dejection of strength. 3732 
Arbuthnot R ules of Diet 294 Dejection of Appetite. 3883 
Syd. Soc. Lex., Dejection . . applied also to depression, 
exhaustion, or prostration. 

5. Med. Evacuation of the bowels, faecal dis- 
charge. 

1605 Timme Quersit. 1. xvi. 82 Purgations which work, .by 
deiections, by vomit, by sweates, arid by urines. 1691 Ray 
Creation (J.», Where there is good use for it [the cholerj. ,to 
provoke dejection. 3805 Med. Jrnl. XIV. 430 She . . had 
frequent vomitings and dejections. 

b. concr. That which is dejected : a. Faecal dis- 
charge, excrement. 

1727-51 Chambers Cycl. s. v., Dejection is also, and that 
more ordinarily, applied to the excrements themselves, thus 
evacuated. 1849 Jrnl. R. Agric. Soc. X. n. 522 Faecal 
dejections. 3863 Hulme tr. Moqum-Tandou n. vn. 409 
Dr. Hassall also found the Vibrios in the dejections of 
cholera. 

b. Geol. Matter thrown out from a volcano. 

1839 Murchison Silnr. Syst. 1. xxiii. 291 A greenish grey 
sandstone, evidently formed of volcanic submarine dejec- 
tions. 1849 — Siluria iv. 77 By the action of submarine 
volcanoes, such igneous dejections are supposed to have 
accumulated. 

+ Beje'Ctive s a. Obs. [f. L. deject- ppl. stem 
(see Deject ppl. a.) + -ive.] 

1. Characterized by, or betokening, dejection, 
submission, or abasement. 

3593 Horsey Trav. (Hakluyt Soc.) 160 They yeld [the 
city] with a dej ecti ve flag of truce. 161 1 Speed Hist. Gt. Brit. 
ix. iv. § 18 Humbling himselfe in a more dejectiue manner, 
then eiiher his birth, or owne nature could well brooke. 

2, Med. Causing evacuation, purgative. 

3605 Timme Quersit. 1. vi. 23 It will be made both deiective 
and vomitive. 1657 Tomlinson RenojPs Disp. 45 Two purg- 
ing medicaments, one a vomiting or ejective, the other 
dejective, 

t Dejextly, adv. Obs. [f. Deject ppl a. + 
-ly 2 .] In a ‘ deject* manner, dejectedly. 

3611 Cotgr., Pcneusement , deiectly, heartlesly. 3653 
Cloria fy Narcissus 1. 50 It doth not become a Prince of 
your birth . . to entertaine dejectly these passages. 1767 H. 
Brooke Fool of Qua l (1859) II. 237 (D.), I rose dejectly, 
curtsied, and withdrew without reply, 
t Deje'Ctment. Obs. [a. obs. F . dejectement 
‘a deiecting, bringing low, also contumelious re- 
pulse* (Cotgr.), in earlier F .degieie-, deget(t)ement , 
dejet{t)ement, f. degieter , dejeter, f. De- I. 1 yjeter 
L. jactare freq. of jach'e to throw. Cf. tried, or 
mod.L. dejectdmentum .] A bringing low, abase- 
ment, dejection. 

1656 S. Holland Zara (17 191 53 To Soto’s extream deject- 
ment..the Inchantress . . demanded of him [etc.]. 3660 H. 
More Myst. Godl. vi. vi. 229 He . . who in his dejectment 
could raise to life not only a faithless but senseless corps. 

Dejector (df, d^eLtor). Med, rare, [agent-n. 
in L. form from L. dejicere to Deject.] A dejectory 
agent or medicine ; an aperient. 

1831 Trelawny Adv % Younger Son I. 239 An emetocath- 
articus, an enema, or simple dejectors. 

Dejectory (dZldgedvtsri), a. [f. as prec. : see 
-ORY.j Capable of promoting evacuation of the 
bowels ; aperient. 

3640 E. Chilmead Ferrantis Lotte Mel 346 (T.) Easily 
wrought upon and evacuated by the dejectory medicines. 

Dejecttire (dfidge'ktiui). [f. L. type *dejec- 
tura (cf. j act lira a throwing away\ f. dejicere to 
throw down : see -ure.] Matter discharged from 
the bowels ; excrement. 

3733 Arbuthnot A liments vi. (R.), Excess of animal secre- 
tions, as of perspiration, sweat, liquid dejectures, &c. 

d* Be*j erate, V. Obs. [f. L. dejerare to take an 
oath, f. De- I. 3 + jiirare to swear*] inir. and 
trans . To swear solemnly. Hence t Dejerated 
ppl. a So + Dejera tion, f Be jerator. 

3607 J. King Serm. Nov. 32 Their vowed and deierated 
secresie. 4x643 Bp. Mountagu Acts $ Mom (1642) 30a 
Antipater, .dejerated deeply, and called God to witnesse of 
hisinnocency. 36x2-35 Bp. Hall Contempt., O.T. xxi. viii, 
Doubtlesse with manyvowes and teares, and dejerations, be 
labours to clear his intentions. 3656 Blount Glossogr., 
Deieration, a solemn swearing. 1623 Cockeram, Deieraior, 
a great swearer. 

Dejeune, dejune. Obs. or arch. [For earlier 
desjeune , Disjone, a. OF. desjeun (Froissart), mod. 
F. dial, dijun , f. desjeuner, mod. F. ddjeuner to break 
fast, to breakfast, f. des-, cU- (De- I. 6 ) + jeun 


DEJEUNER. 

L. jejfm-us fasting. Superseded in mod.F. (hence 
also in Eng.) by dijmni , ddjcuner , ] —next. ^ 

[1589 Greene Menaphon (Arb.) 35 He had ended his des- 
iune.] 1630 B. Jonson New Inn in. i, Take a dejeune off 
inuskadel and eggs. 1788 Disinterested Love I. 39 He 
arrived yesterday about twelve, and, shameful to relate, the 
dejeune was not removed. 1810 Sporting Mag. XXXV. 
201 To treat them with an elegant dejune. 1837 Dickens 
Pickw. xviii, For two days after the dejeune at Mrs. Hunter's, 
the Pickwickians remained at Eatansvrill. 

If Brenner, t dejeimA (d^on*). [mod.F. 
ddjeuner, formerly otten dijcuni (cf. Couchee), 
pres. inf. « to breakfast, used subst. —breaking fast, 
breakfast.]: The morning meal ; breakfast. 

In France, it often corresponds in time more to the English 
luncheon, for which dejeuner is consequently used as a 
synonym. DSjeimer & la fourchette [lit. breakfast with the 
fork], a late; dejeuner of a substantial character, with meat, 
wine, etc.; a luncheon. 

1787 Maty Ur. RiesbedSs Tran. Germ. xxxi. II. 47 Every 
body now gives dines, soupis, and dejunbs. 18 z8 Moore. 
Fudge Fam. Paris i. 8 This exceeding long letter You owe 
to a dejeuner & la fourchette. x8z6 J. R. B est Four Years 
im France 289 We took our dejune at which we had deli- 
cious grapes and execrable wine. 1849 Thackeray Pen- 
dentils, vii, At her dije uner-da ns an t after the Bohemian Ball. 
1864 Daily Tel. 3 1 May, At the tables on which that descrip- 
tion of banquet usually called a dejeuner is spread. 
Bejudicate, variant of Dijudicate. 

1623 Cockeram n, To Censure.. Determine, Deiudicate, 

Dejimkerhaa : see Be- XI. 1. 

De jure: see De- I. 5 . 

t Betjury. Obs. rare— 1 , [ad. L. dejuri-um 
an oata, f. dejurdre (earlier dejerdre) to take an 
oath, make oath, f. De- I. 5 + jurdre to swear.] 
A solemn oath. 

1683 E. Hooker Pref. Ep. Pontage's Mystic Div. 15 Com- 
mon Oaths, cursed Dejuries, monstrous Perjuries. 

Bekadarcliy, -drachm, Dekarch, etc. : see 
Deca-. 

Dekay, dekey, obs. forms of Decay. 

Deken, -in, -on, -un, -yn(e, obs. ff. Deacon. 
tDekrag 1 , v. Obs. [f. De- II. 2 4- King.] 
tram. To depose (a king) ; to dethrone. 

i6x* Speed H ist, Gt.Brit. lx. xi. § 75 Edward being thus 
de-ltitiged, the Embassie rode joyfully backe to London. 
Dekle, variant of Deckle. 

Del, obs. f. Deal sbP, and of Dole, mourning, 
f Bel 3. ‘be, v. Obs. rare. [ad. L. detain to slip 
down, f. I)e- I. I + labl to slide, fall.] intr. To- 
glide down. 

tS$7 Tomlinson Xenon's Disp. Pref., There is no Jurgia 
Mentis to pertarr your Cogitations from delabmg through, 
the Golden Chanels of Experience. 

Bela*bialize r v. [f. De- II. i + Labial a. + 
-ize.] trams. To deprive of its labial character. 

1875-6 Sweet in Trans. Philol. Sac. 568 When the 0 of 
kano became delabialized into a in Frisian. 
fDelaibiate, v. Obs. rare . [Incorrectly f. L. 
delabl (see Delabe) + -ate 3 ,] = Delabe. 

Z632 W. Lithgow Trav. vir. 318 The abundant Snow . . 
dissolving in streames, to the Lake Zemhria, it ingorgeth 
Nylus so long as the matter delabiates, 
t Bela‘brate, v. rare. [f. F. delabrer to 
shatter, dilapidate, dlfabrS dilapidated, tattered ; 
of unknown origin : see Littre and Hatzfeld.J 
To dilapidate, ruin. Hen ce Dela’brated ppl. a. 

1813 Forsyth Remarks Excurs. Italy 292 You can dis- 
tinguish at once the three delabrated craters upon which 
the city forms a loose amphitheatre, 

f Bela'ce, Obs. rare— l . [a. F. ditaeer. in 
OF. des- (De* I. 6) + facer to Lace.] from. To 
untie, undo. 

1581 T. Howell Denises j 1879) 259 My onely toy regarde 
you this my wofull case, Sith none but your disdaine, my 
sorrow can delace. 

Delaeerate, -ation, obs. ff. Dilacerate, etc. 
t Belacrimate, v. Obs.— 0 In 7 delaekry-. 
[F. L. delacr wears to shed tears, weep, f. De- I. r, 

3 ■+■ lacrimdre to weep, Imrima tear.] * To weepe ’ 
(Cockeram 1623). 

Belacrima tion. Also y delaehry-, 7-9 
delaery-. [ad. L. delacrim ation- an , n. of action 
from delacrimdre (see prec.).] Weeping or shedding 
of tears {obs .) ; a superabundant flow of an aqueous 
or serous humour from the eyes ; epiphora. 

1623 Cockeram, Delachrymalion, a weeping. 1640 Park- 
inson The at. Bot. 223 It procureth frequent and strong 
neesing, often times even unto delacrymation. 1727 Baxley 
vo I. If, Delacrymation, the falling dawn of Humours, the 
Waterishness : of . the- Eyes, or a ' weeping much. . 1883. Syd. 
See. Lex.,, Delacrymation, a synonym of Epiphora. : 

Belaxrimative,#- Also delaery-. [f. ppl. 
stem of L. dclacrimare (see prec.) + -ive.] (a.) 
'‘■.Having- power to stop the how of tears; also, (b.) 
applied . to : ' substances. which produce a 'great flow 
of tears * {Syd. Soc. Lex.), f 
[18 1 1 Hooper Med. Diet., Dclachrymativa, medicines 
which dry the eyes,, first purging them of tears.] 

Belacta*tion- [f. De- I. 6 + Lactation.] 
a. ' ' The act' of weaning ; . b. * artificial arrest of 'the 
secretion of milk ' {SfdpSot.- Bex,), : 

1727 Bailey vol. II,' Delad ation, a weaning from the 
Breast. 1730-6 — (folio). Hence in Johnson and mod. 
Diets.'. 
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Delai, -ance, -mejafc, etc. : see Delay, etc. 
Belaine (dfl^-nk [Short for musters delaine , 
; F. mousseline de fame lit. * woollen muslin *, so 
; called as being a woollen tissue of great thinness 
| or fineness.] Originally called in full mousse tern- 
\ or tmislin-de-laine : A kind of light textile la brie, 
chiefly used for women’s dresses ; originally made 
j of wool, now more commonly of wool and cotton, 
: and generally printed. 

a. 1840 Thackeray Shabby Genteel Story Hi. Dressed in 
a sweet yellow moitsseline de laine. tZ6z Lend. Rev. 26 July 
87 These were muslin-de-laihes . . made with a cotton weft 
and a woollen, warp. 

|8. 1849 Glasgow Exam. 23 June 3 fx A lot of beautiful 
De Laine dresses, i860 O. W. Holmes Elsie V. (18871 7® 
The poor old green de-Iaine. 1891 Leeds Mercury 25 May 
5/2 Pretty gowns of black delaine figured with coloured, 
flower sprays. 

Delait(e, obs. ff. Delate, Dilate ; obs. Sc. pa. 
pple. of Delete. 

Delaminate (d/laeunin^t), v. Biol. [f. De- 

I. r, 2 + L. lamina thin plate, leaf, layer: see -ate 3 . 
(Cf. L. deldmindre, to split in two.)] tram, and 
intr. To split into separate layers. 

1877 Huxley Amt. Lnv. Amm. ill. 157 note, In other 
species of Actinia and in Alcyonium, the planula seems to 
delaminate, 

Belamisiatioil (dflsemin^^Jon). Biol. [n. of 
action from prec.] The process of splitting into 
separate layers : spec, applied to the formation of 
the layers of the Blastoderm (q.v.). 

3877 Huxley Anat.Inv. Anim. Hi. 115 note , The forma- 
tion of the gastrula by delamination, or splitting of the 
walls of an oval shut planula-sac into two layers. 1886 H. 
Spencer in igtk Cent. May 764 The next stage of develop- 
ment. .is reached in two ways— by invagination and by de- 
lamination. 

Delapidate, etc., obs. form of Dilapidate, etc. 
[Delapsation : a spurious word in Webster, 
copied in subsequent Diets, : see Del ass ation.] 
t Bela*pse, sb. Obs. rare. [ad. L. delaps-us 
downfall, descent, f. delabl (see next).] Falling 
down, downfall, descent. 

c 1630 Jackson Creed, v. xL Wks. IV, 85 By their delapse 
into these bodily sinks, of corruption. 1657 Tomlinson 
Renou's Disfi. 548 They [comfrey roots] . . cohibit the de- 
lapse of humours. 

Belapse (dflarps), v. Obs. or arch. [f. L. 
delaps-, ppl. stem of delabl to slip or fall down, f. 
De- I. 1 + labl to slip, fall.] intr. To fail or slip 
down, descend, sink. lit. and jtig. 

1526 Pilgr. Perf (W.de W. 1531) 203 The diuyne fatherly 
voyce delapsed & coramynge downe from his magnifyeent 
glory. 1651 Biggs New Disp. r 243 Nature is delapsed into 
that dotage and folly. 1848 Wobnum in Led. Painting by 
R. A.’ st 79 note, Greece, .delapsed into a Roman province. 
Hence Dela-psed ppl. a. 

162a Drayton. Poly-olb. xxviii. (17481 379 Which Anne 
deriv’d alone, the right, before all other, Of the delapsed 
crown, from Philip her fair mother. 1631 J. Done Poly- 
doron 183 Those Delapsed Angells. 1730-6 Bailey (folio\ 
Delapsed [with Physicians], a bearing or fallingdown of the 
womb, of the fundament, etc. [An error for Delapsion of 
ed. 1721 ; reproduced in Johnson and some mod. Diets.] 
3819 H. Busk Vestriad ni. 423 Am I debas’d, delaps’d, de- 
funct, forsooth, My orb eclips’d, or day-star set, in truth? 
t Bela'psion. Obs. [f. L. type delapsion-em, 
n. of action f. delabl, delaps- : see prec.] A falling 
douax ; in Path,** prolapsus. 

1603 Holland Plutarch's Mor, 954 (R.) That the same 
rays being carried so great a way, should have their fric- 
tions, fluxions, and delapsions. 1706 Phillips (ed. Kersey), 
De laps ion, a slipping, sliding or falling down : In the Art 
of Physick, a falling or bearing down of the Womb, Funda- 
ment, Guts, etc. 1721 in Bailey (cf. prec.). 
tBela’sk, V. Sc. Obs. [a. OB. detacher r to, 
discharge * (Cotgr.), in OF. deslachier, f. des-, dc- 
(De- I. 2, 6) + lacker L. laxdre to loosen.] 
irons. To discharge, let fly. 

1582-8 Hist, fames PI (1804) 247 A. number of _ English, 
bowmen delashet some armwes againes the Scotish com- 
pany. 1590 R. Bruce Serm. Sacrament Giijb (Jam.), 
Against this ground they delash their arrillerie siclike. 1606 
Birnie Kirk- Burial l (18381 ix To stand out against the 
thunder-bolts of death, delash ed by God. 
t Dela*ssable, a. Obs .- « erron. -ible. [ad. 
L. delassdbilis.J Capable of being wearied out. 

1727 Bailey vol. II, Delasszble, that maybe tired. 1730-6 
— - (folio). Hence 1775 in Ash. 

t Belassairion. Obs. rare - 1 . fn. of action 
f. L. del assure to weary or tireout, f. de-, De- I. 3 
+ lassdre to weary.] Fatigue, weariness. 

1692 Ray Dissol. World it. 11.(1732)102 [The birds] are 
able to continue longer on the Wing without Delassation. 
1727 Bailey volv II,. Delassation, a tiring or wearying. 
Dela*ssitude, v. nonce-wd. [De- II. 2.} tram . 
To deliver or recover from lassitude. 

1807 }V. Irving xn Life # Lett, (18621 1 . 163 The. .method 
by which you delassitude yourself after the fatigues of an 
evening’s campaign. 

Belata {title 't) r V. Also 6 Sc. delai t, 6-7 di- 
late, 7 Sc. defeat, [f. L. deldt-, ppl. stem of 
defer-re to bear or bring away or down, convey, 
deliver, report, indiet* accuse, etc. ; with 4, cf, 
med.L. delatdre to bring before a judge, indict, 
accuse, freq. of deferre : see Defer 
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(The stem lat- (*-tl&t-) belongs to a different root (ptld-, 
Gr. xAa-eu/ to bear), used to supply defective parts oiferre.)} 

f 1. trans. To carry down or away, convey to a 
particular point ; * Defer w. 2 i. Obs. 

1578 Banister Hist. Man 1. 15 The bone of the cheeke . . 
hath a round hole. . through which is transmitted a portion of 
the thyrd coniugation of Sinevves, delated to the Muscles of 
the nose. 3626 Bacon Sylva § 209 To try exactly the time 
wherein Sound is Delated. 

f 2 . To tender or offer for acceptance or adop- 
tion ; — Defer vP 2. Obs. 

c 1555 Harpsfield Divorce Hen. VIII (1878) up This 
good Bishop did. .refuse the oath delated to him for the con- 
firmation of the said divorce. __ 1875 Postk Gains 11. Comm, 
(ed. 2' 224 On the incapacitation of the first heres insti tutus 
the inheritance would be instantaneously delated (offered 
for acceptance) to the heres substitute or to the successor 
ab intestate. 

f 8. To hand down or over, transfer ; to refer (a 
matter to any one). Obs. * 

1651 Howell Venice 201 Which charge and singular trust 
was delated unto them for their extraordinary prudence. 
a 1659 Osborn Characters, §c, Wks. (1673) 6x7 The Abstract 
of all Delated Dignities. ^*734 North Exam. n. v. § 24 
(1740) 330 In a Nation that hath Established Law’s, all 
Questions of Right and Wrong are delated to executive 
Power. 1858 M asson Milton 1 . 342 The King delates them 
[Instructions] to the two Archbishops; each Archbishop is to 
see to their execution by the bishops of his own province. 

4 . To accuse, bring a charge against, impeach ; 
to inform against ; to denounce to a judicial tri- 
bunal, esp. that of the Scotch ecclesiastical courts. 

1515 in Douglas's IVks. (1874) L P* ixi, Comperit Master 
Gavin Douglas . . and schew how . . he was delatit to be ane 
evile man in diuers. poyntis. 1536 B ellen den Cron. Scot. 
(1821) II. 414 Ane wikit limmare. .quhilk was oftimes dilatit 
of adultry. 1609 Skene K eg. Maj, K Treat. 132 Gif he quha 
is suspect, or delated to haue committed treason, is fugitiue. 
1637-50 Row Hist. Kirk (1842) 53 He wts delated to the 
Presbyterie. 1776 Johnson in Boswell, Case fas. Thomsou, 
If a minister be thus left at liberty to delate sinners from the 
pulpit . . he may often blast the innocent. 1834 H. Miller 
Scenes $ Leg. xix. (1857) 2 ®° They deliberated together . . 
on delating her as a witch before the presbytery of Tain. 
1863 Sala Capt. Dangerous II. iii. 119 He will delate me to 
the English Resident at Brussels for a Jacobite spy. 
la. To report, inform of (an offence, crime, fault). 
1582-8 Hist. James VI (1804) 107 He imediatlie come to 
Edinburgh, and tbair delaitit his turpitude to the judge 
criminal! 1605 G. Povvel Refut , Epist. Puritan-Papist 
23 To punish the crimes delated vnto him. 1605 B. Jonson 
Volpane n. vi, They may delate My slacknesse to my patron. 
1848 J. H. Newman Loss 4- Gain n. ix. 208 Facts like these 
were, in most cases, delated to the Head of the house to 
which a young man belonged. 

5 . To relate, report. 

a 1639 Spottiswood Hist. Ck. Scot. xv.{x6jj) 185 He . . de- 
lated the matter to the Queen. _ 1798 T. J efferson Writ. 
(1859) IV. 246 This party division is necessary to induce 
each to watch and delate to the people the proceedings of 
the other. xS6z Sir H. Taylok St. Clement's Eve t. iii. Still 
of the art itself I spare to speak, Delating but, in quality of 
witness, The art’s practitioners as I have known them. 
Hence Delated ppl. a., Dela-ting vbl. sb. 
*S99»Jas, I Btt<r«A. Aoapoi' (1603) 100 The nature and by- 
past life of the dilated person. 1708 J. Chambeulaynk 
St. Gt. Brit. 11. 11. iii. (1743) 366 When the delated father, 
i. e. the man whom the woman chargeth, appears, he is 
examined. 1820 Ess. Witchcraft 9 Their delating of one 
another, as it is called. 

Delate, obs. form of Dilate, Delete. 
Delatinize, -ed, -ation : see De- II. x. 
Delation (d/D:*Jhn). Also 6-7 dilation, [ad. 

| L. deldtidn-em information, accusation, denuncia- 
| tion, n. of action from deldt-, ppl. stem of deferre ; 
see Delate zl] 

1 1 . Conveyance (to a place), transmission. Obs. 
1578 Banister Hist. Man 1. 33 Holes in these bones for 
the delation of nourishment. 1626 Bacon Sylva § 129 Xn 
| Delation of Sounds, the Enclosure of them preserveth them, 
i and causeth them to be heard further. Ibid. § 149 A plain 
Dilation of the Sound, from the Teeth to the Instrument of 
■’ hearing. Ibid. § 209 It is certain that the Delation of Light 
is in an Instant, 

2 . Handing down (to a new possessor^, handing 
over, transference. Obs. (exc. mPom. Jaw). 

x68i Wharton Epochal Wks. (1683) 47 The sole de- 

lation of the Empire, on Augustus Caesar, became of happy 
consequence to the Spaniards. # 1875 Poste Gains n. Comm. 

. (ed. 2) iqo The only- title required . .was 'the' overture' or de- 
lation of the inheritance and vacancy of possession. 

3 . An accusing or bringing a charge against, esp. 
on the part of an informer ; informing against; 
accusation, denouncement, criminal information. 

1578 Sc. Poems iblk C. II. 183 Priests, burne' na ma, Of. 
wrang delation ye may hyre . . And let abjuring' go. 1604 
Shaks. Oth. iii. iii. 723 Such ■ things .. in a man that’s iust, 

. They’re close dilations [so F. 1, Qi 2^3 ; Q. i denotements] 
working , from; the ■. heart,,; That " Passion.' cannot . rule. . xfiax 
Reliq.wotton , (1672) 307' Three Gentfemen . , who receive 
all secret Delations on., matter of. practice against the Re-, 
publiek. <21639 SporiiswooD Hist. Ck. Scot. 11. (1677) 103 
upon some envious, delations the ' King became jealous, of 
bira. ^ 1790 Burke. Fr. Rev. Wks. V. 372/ That court is to 
try criminals sent to it by the national assembly, or brought 
before, it by other courses of delation.. ,x86»M rrwalr Mom*. 
Emp . (1865) VII. lxii, 386 In criminal cases. . the interference 
of a mere stranger was unauthorized delation. 1893 Dublin 
Rev. July 649 His [Abbd Dupin’s] delation to the Archbishop 
of Paris by Bossuet 

Delation, obs. var, of Dilation, delay. 
Deiative, obs. form of Dilative. 


DELATOR. 


Delator (dil^-tai). Also 6 delatour, 7 -later, 
-laiter ; 6-7 di-. [a. L. delator informer, accuser, 
denouncer, agent-n. of deferred ppl. stem delai-) : 
see Delate v.J An informer, a secret or profes- 
sional accuser. 

(i 157® Knox Hist. Ref Wks. (1846} I. 81 Whosoevir wald 
delaite any of heresye, he was heard : no respect nor con- 
sideratioun had what my nd the delatour bayre to the persone 
delated. 1598 Stow Sun/, xliii. (1603) 472 In this Court he 
heard those that are delators or informers in popular and 
penal actions. 1649 Bp. Hall Cases Cause, n. vii. 134 Hence 
it is that Delators, and Informers, have in all happy and 
well-governed States, been ever held an infamous and odious 
hind of Cattell. 1776 Gibbon Deal. # F. I. xiv. 31 1 A for- 
midable army of sycophants and delators. 1874 Farrar 
Christ II. lx. 387 There might be secret delators in that 
very mob. 

Delator, -our, obs. forms of Dilator, a delay. 
Delatcrrian, a. nonce-wd. [f. Delator after 
pnrtoriand[ Of informers or spies. 

1818 Moore Fudge Fnm . Paris Pref., That Delatorian 
Cohort which Lord S— dm— th . . has organized, 
t Dela-tory, a. Ohs. [ad. L. delatori-us , f. 
delator : see prec. and -ory.] Of the nature of 
criminative information or accusation. 

1608 Bp, Hall Char. Virtues 4 V. n. 83 (Busie-Bodie) 
There can no Act passe without his Comment, which is ever 
far-fetch't, rash, suspicious, delatorie. 1609 Bp. W. Barlow 
Ausw. Nameless Cat k. toy Which delight in such Calum- 
niations, and vse those Delatory accusations. 

Delatory, obs. form of Dilatory. 

Delature, obs. var. of Dilature, delay. 

+ Bela*vy, des-, di-, dis-, a. Obs. Also 
-lavee, lavi. [a. OF. des lav / washed away, over- 
flowed, like a flood or inundation, f. des- L. dis- 
+ lave washed. 

The OF. word had also the sense * »«waslied (Dr- 1 . 6), 
befouled, dirty’, retained in Swiss Romance ; and perhaps 
this was present in some of the English examples under 
sense 2.] 

1 . Of floods : Overflowing, abundant. 

a 1400-50 Alexander x^x (MS. D.) par flowe owt of fresh 
wynne ilodez enowe , So largly & so delavy [M S. A. delauyly]. 

2 , Of speech or behaviour: Going beyond 
bounds, immoderate, unbridled, dissolute. 

c 1380 Wycuf Whs. (1880) 306 Pise freris ben doumbe,. 
when pei shukle speke . . but ]>ei ben dilauy in heere tungis, 
in gabby ngis & other iapis. — SeL Wks. III. 3S8 [Freris] 
ben moste dislavy of hor veyn speche and worldly, c 1386 
Chaucer Pars, t . 555 As seith Salamon, The amyaole 
tonge is the tree of Iyf . . and soothly a deslauee [v.r. deslaue, 
dislave, dtsselaue ; Vulg. Prov. xv. 4, immoderata ] tonge 
sleeth the spirit es of hym that repreueth and eek of hym that 
is repreued. Ibid, 760 Mesure also, that restreyneth by 
reson the deslauee [v.r. dislave, delaue, delavy] appetit of 
etynge. c 1422 Hoccleve ycreslaus ’ Wife 001 A shipman 
which was a foul lecchour . . to his contree Him shoop lede 
hire this man delauee. 

Hence t Bela wily adv. [see above, sense 1] ; 
f Dela’vlness. 

. c 2380 Wycuf Serm. Sel. Wks. II. 298 Dilavynesse of tunge 
in spekinge worths oper pan Goddis is passynge fro good re- 
ligioun. 2447 Bokenham Seyntys (Roxb.) 156 Mary Maw- 
delyn . . hir you the in dislavynesse Of hir body so unshame- 
fastly She dispend yd. a 1500 Prose Legends in A nglia VI 1 1 , 
168, I shent mvselfe wij> so grete delauynesse, turnynge to 
my-selfe after pe sermon. 

Delay sb. Forms: 3-6 delaie, 3-7 

delay e, 4 delai, (4-6 dilaye, 5 deley, delee), 
3- delay. [ME, a. F. dilai (12th c. in Littre), 
also in OF. delei, deloi, Cotgr. (16 n) delay, f. OF. 
dclaier, in mod.F. dilayer : see Delay v. (Not 
immediately cognate with It. dilata.)’} 

1 , The action of delaying ; the putting off or de- 
ferring of action, etc. ; procrastination, loitering ; 
waiting, lingering, 

1297 R, Gi.ouc. (1724* 42* Somme feynecle a delay, & somme 
al out wy'p seyde. c 1380 Wycuf Wks. (1880) 305 pei seken 
. . fals dilayes to lette knovvyng of treupe. 1413 Lydc. 
Pilgr. Sonde 1. xviii. » 1859* 18 Thou shalt nought with such 
delayes and excepcyons escape, 1548 Hall Citron. 241 b, 
Sent Ambassadors, .with faire woordes, and frivolous de- 
laics, 1583 Hollyband Campo di Fior 47 To do so great 
an enterprise, 1 make no delay. 1600 Shaks. A. Y. L. in. 
ii. 207 One inch of delay more, is a Sou th-sea of discouene ; 
I pre’thce tell me, who is it quickely. 1602 — Ham. in, i. 72 
For who would bcare . . the Lawcs delay, The insolence of 
Office, a 1628' Preston New Covt. (1634) 435 Delay in all 
things is dangerous, but procrastination Jn takeing the offer 
of Grace, is the most dangerous thing In the 'World. 2678 
Otway Friendship in F. 39 Come, come, delayes are dan- 
gerous. ^ 1887 Bowen Virg. JEneid vi. 846 Fabius thou, 
whose timely delays gave strength to the state. 

comb. 18x0 Bkntham Packing {18211 264 Observing the 
House of Lords to have . . become, in respect of its appellate 
jurisdiction, converted into a sort of delay-shop. 

b. The fact of being delayed or kept waiting for 
a time; hindrance "to progress. 

1748 F. Smith Voy. ■Disc, N.-W. Pass. I. 79 These Delays 
from the Wind . . were a great Check to [our] Hopes. 1875 
Jovvett Plato (ed. 2) 1 . 384 There will be a delay of a day. 

2 . Phrases, a. Without delay : without waiting* 
immediately, at once. 

cx 275 Lay.' 17480 pat hii come to Ambres-buri wij) houte 
delaie. 1375 Barbour Bruce m. 388 He thocht, but mar 
delay In-to pe manland till arywe. .. 1382 Wyclif Acts xxv. 
17 Withoute'ony delay, . I . . comaundide the man for to be 
ladd £0." c *420 A vow. '' A rtk. (Camden) xxii, . He wold • pay 
my rawnnsone With-owtyn delees. , 1548 Hall Chron. 214 
Without delay they armed them selfe, and came to defende 
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the gates. 1747 Wesley Prim. Physic (1762) p.xxvi, Without 
Delay to apply to a Physician that fears God. Mod. I must 
return without delay. 

f h. To put or set in delay : to delay, defer, put 
off. Obs. 

1393 Gower Conf. I. 274 The sentence of that ilke day 
Mtty none appele sette in delay, c 1470 Henry Wallace 
viii. 704 And thus thai put the battaill on delay. 1490 
Caxton Eneydos xxi. 77, I requyre only that he putte this 
thyng in delaye for a certayn space of tyme. 

Delay (d^i*), v.} Forms : 3 delai^en, 3-6 
delaie(n, (4 deley, dylaye), 4-6 delaye, 3- 
delay. [ME. a. OF. delaier , delayer (also deleer , 
deleter, deloier, desl-, dell-, dip, dal-, do l to put off 
(an event, or person), to retard, to defer ; in mod. 
F. dilayer (16th c. in Littrd and Hatzf.), but delayer 
in Cotgr. 1611. 

The derivation of the F. word is difficult. The sense is 
that or late L. dtldidrei Du Cange), freq. of differre to defer, 
delay, put off ; but this does not account for the actual form, 
since it could only give an OF. dileer or (with Rom. prefix) 
desteer.'] 

1 . Irans. To put off to a later time; to defer, 
postpone. \ To delay time : to put off time. 

c 1290 S. Eng. Leg. 1. 87/30 And bide )?at he it delaine Ane 
!>reo 3er. 1297 R- Glouc. (1724) 513 Me nolde nou^t, that is 
crouninge leng delaied were. 1393 Gower Conf. III. 290 
For to make him afered,The kinge his time hath so delaied. 
3489 Caxton Faytes of A. 1. xxii. 68 To delaye the bataylle 
vnto another day. 1586 B. Young Guazzds Civ. Cot tv. iv. 
181b, Delaie the sentence no longer. 1594 West 2nd Pt. 
Symbol. Chancerie § 140 Who . . with faire promises delaied 
time, and kept the said C. D. in hope from yeare to yeare. 
1611 Bible Matt. xxiv. 48 My Lord delayeth his comming. 
1737 Pope Hor. Epist. r. i. 41 Th’ unprofitable moments .. 
That, .still delay Life’s instant business to a future day. 
1821 Shelley Prometh. Unb. m. iii, 6 Freedom long desired 
And long delayed. 1847 Grote Greece 1. xl. (1862) III. 433 
He delayed the attack for four days. 

b. with infin. To defer, put off. 

a 1340 Hampole Psalter vi. 3 How lange dylayes bou to 
gif grace. i6ix Bible Ex. xxxii. 1 When the people saw 
that Moses delayed to come downe, 1799 Cowper Cast- 
away v, Some succour. . [they] Delayed not to bestow. 1847 
Tennyson Prhic. iv. 88 Delaying as the tender ash delays 
To clothe herself, when all the woods are green. 

+ C. With personal object: To put (any one) 
off, to keep him waiting. Obs. 

1388 Wycljf^^ xxiv. 22 Felix delayede hem. 1512 Act 
4 Hen. VII f, c. 6 § 2 If. .the same Col lectours . . unreason- 
ably delay or tary the said Marchauntes. 1530 Palsgr. 
5x0/1, 1 delaye one, or deferre hym, or put hym backeof his 

P urpose. 1639 Du Verger tr. Camus' Admit. Events 88 
t was not fit shee should delay him with faire wordes. 
1768 Blackstgne Comm. III. 109 Where judges of any 
court do delay the parties. 

2 . To impede the progress of, cause to linger or 
stand still ; to retard, hinder. 

1393 Gower Conf III. 261. Her wo to telle thanne as- 
saieth, But tendre shame her word delaieth. 1634 Milton 
Comas 494 Thyrsis ! whose artful strains have oft delayed 
The huddling brook to hear his madrigal. 1709 Steels 
Tatler No. 39 ? 4 Joy and Grief can hasten and delay 
Time. 1813 Shelley/ 2 * Mab n. 197 The unwilling sojourner, 
whose steps Chance in that desert has delayed. 1856 Kane 
Arct.Expl. II. xv. 161 To delay the animal until the hunters 
come up. 

8 . intr . To put off action ; to linger, loiter, tarry. 
1509 Hawes Past. Pleas . xvi, lxix, A womans guyse is 
evermore to delaye. 3596 Shaks. i Hen. IV, iii. ii. 180 
Aduantage feedes him fat, while men delay. 1667 Milton 
P. L. v. 247 So spake th’ Eternal Father . . nor delaid the 
winged Saint After his charge receivd. 1850 Tennyson In 
Mem. Ixxxiii, O sweet nevv-year delaying long.. Delaying 
long, delay no more. 

b. To tarry in a place. (Now only poetic i) 

2654 H, L’Estrange Chas . I (1655) 3 Paris being . . in 
his way to Spain, he delaid there one day. a 1878 Bryant 
Poe/ns, October , Wind of the sunny south 1 oh still delay. 
In the gay woods and in the golden air. 

e. To be tardy in one’s progress, to loiter. 

1690 Locke Htim. Und. 11. xiv. § 9 There seem to be cer- 
tain bounds to the quickness and slowness of the succession 
of those ideas . . beyond which they can neither delay nor 
hasten. 

+ Delay*, V . 2 Obs. Forms ; (6 delaye, deley), 
6-7 delaie, delay, (dilay). [a. F. delayer (13th 
a in Hatzf.), in Cotgr. deslayer f to supple, soften, 
allay, soake, steepe delayer 1 to macerate, allay 
or soften by steeping. See. ; also to make thin , 
in OF. dcsleier, desloier, app. — Pr. desk far, It. 
dileguctre , Sp. desleir Rom. *dis~ligare, to un- 
bind, disunite, f. L. Dis- with separative force + 
ligdre to bind. Cf. Allay v . 1 Ill, and AllaY v. 2 i] 
1 . trans. To weaken by admixture (as wine with 
water) ; to dilute, temper, qualify ; = Allay ZL* 
14 , * 5 * 

1543 Traheron Vigo's Chirurg . 35 b/i His wyne must be 
claret delaied. 1562 Bulleyn Bk. Simples 24 b, The same 
water is wholsome to delaie wine. 1616 Surfl. & Markh. 
Country Fartne 419 Dilay it with sufficient quantitie of 
Fountaine water. 1624 R. Davenport City Nightcap 1. in 
Hazl. Dodsley XIII. 1x4 She can drink a cup of wine not 
delayed with water. 

fig. 1565 J ewel Def. A pol. (x 6 x i) 248 Allowing the words, 
he thought it best. , to delay, and qualify the same with some 
Construction. 

b. To debase (coin) by admixture of alloy ; = 
Allayz>. 3 i. 

3586 Sir E. Hoby Pol. Disc. Truth xlix. 239 They, .which 
clippe, waste and delaye coyne. 
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2 . To mitigate/assuage, quench; = Allay vJ 
8 , 11. ... ‘ ' • / ■ 

3530 Palsgr. 5x0/2 This is a soverayne medycine for it hath 
delayed my payne in lesse than halfe an hour. 1578 Lyte 
Doaoens Iv. Ivii. 5x8 It delayeth the swelling of them that 
have the Dropsie. 1590 Spenser F. Q. iii. xii. 42 Those 
dreadiull flames she also found delayd And quenched. 2603 
H9LLAN0 Plutarch* s Mor, 19 The mingling of water with 
wine, delaieth and taketh away the hurtfull force thereof. 

8 . To soak, steep, macerate, rare. 1 

3578 Lyte Dodoens vi. xxx. 697 Of the same beries [of 
Buckthorn] soked or delayed m Allom water, they make 
a fayre yellowe colour. 1580 Hollyband Treas. F'r. Tong , 
Desleer, and destremper, to soake, to deley. 

Delayabie, a. rare. [f. Delay vf or sb. +, 
-able.] That may be delayed ; subject to delay. 

1760-72 H. Brooke Fool of Qual. (1792) II. 118 Law thus 
divisible, debateable, and delayable. 

Delay*al. rare. [f. Delay vO + -al : cf. be- 
trayal 1 ] The action of delaying; retardation. 

1890 J. Hutchinson Archives Surg. 228 The delayal of 
venous circulation. 

f Belayance. Obs. Also 4 delaiauce, [a. 
OF. delaiance, delay ance (Godef.), f. delayer to 
Delay : see -ance.] Delaying, delay. 

a 1300 Cursor M. 26135 (Cott.) Him reu his sinnes sare, 
and for-think his lang delaiance. 2625 tr. Boccaccio's De- 
cameron II. 134 How little delayance. .ought to be in such 
as .would not have an enchantment to be hindered. 

Belayed ppl. a. 1 [f. Delay vO + 

-ed L] Deferred, retarded, etc. : see the verb. 

1552 Huloet, Delayed, comperendinatus , procrastinatns, 
tardatus. 1879 B. Taylor Stud. Germ. Lit. 170 It was 
only a delayed, not a prevented growth. 1880 J kfferies 
Gt. Estate 195 Nothing was said about the delayed visit. 

+ Belay *ed, ppl. a? Obs. [f. Delay y.% + 
-ed 1 .] Diluted, weakened by admixture; also 
transf. of colours. 

1543 Traheron Vigo's Chirurg. 11. xlx. 29 Ye may gyve 
hym also delayed wine of small strength. 3597 Gerarde 
Herbal 1. xcvii. § 2. 155 A fine delaied purple colour. 1610 
Holland Camden's Brit. (1637) 47 6 Somewhat yellowish 
like delayed gold. 1688 R. Holme Armoury 11. 295 Of a 
delayed chestnut-colour. 

Delayer (dn^oi). Now rare. [f. Delay vO 
+ -eb I. Cf. OF. delay eur, dilayeuri] One who 
(or that which) delays. 

1 . One who lingers or tarries ; one who puts off 
doing something, a procrastinator, 

1531 Elyot Gov. 1. xxiv, Called . .Fob ins Cunctator, that is 
to saye the tariar or delayer. 1653 Holcroft Procopius ill. 
81 Being no Souldier, a coward, and an extream delayer. 
1748 Richardson Clarissa (x8xx) IV. 92 To quicken the 
delayer in his resolutions. 1890 Blackw. Mag. CXLVII. 267 
The dear delayers Whose part is over, but they do not go, 

■f b. with inf. One who delays to afr something* 
Obs. rare. 

1640-1 Kirkcudbr. War-Contm. Min. Bk. (1855) 93 Re- 
fuisers or delayers to mak peyirient. 1653 Baxter Chr. Con • 
cord xix. B ij b, Delayers or deniers to consent to the matter., 

2 . (With obj. genitive.) One who (or that which) 
retards or hinders ; one who puts off or defers. 

1514 Barclay Cyt. 4- XJplondyshm. (Percy Soc.) 32 Cratchers 
of coyne, delayers of processe. 1642 Rogers Naaman 26 
The furtherer or delayer of his owne grace, a 2745 Swift 
Char. Hen. If, Wks. 2824 X. 391 A delayer of justice. 
2888 Pall Mall G. 26 Jan. 6/2 He was a Yankee inventor. 
He had patented early-rising machines, burglar delayers., 
and. .other curious appliances. 

t Belayful, a. Obs. rare. [f. Delay sb. + 
-ful.] Full of or characterized by delay; dilatory. 

1600 Holland Livy xxvil xxi. 644 By whose cold and 
delayful l proceedings. , Anniball now these ten yeares had 
remained in Italie. 2615 Chapman Odyss. iv, 1041 Now 
the . . queen Will surely satiate her delayful spleen. 
Belaying (df\e l irj), vbl. sbf The action of 
Delay v.\ q.v. ; putting off, tarrying, etc. ; delay. 

a 2340 Hampole Psalter xn. x Haly men . . plenand Jmini 
of delaiynge. c 1440 Hylton Scala Perf. (W. de W. 1494) 
11. vii. And thenne . . wythoute ony delayenge he forgeuyth 
the synne. c 2500 Melusine 144 Goo we thenne. . without 
dy lay eng. 2583 Stubbes A nat. Abus, n. (1882) 0 This 
deferring and delaieng of poore mens causes. 1659 Gauden 
Tears of Ch. 235 Few do pay them without delayings, de- 
falkings, and defraudings. Mod. By delaying he has lost 
his chance. 

+ Delaying, vbl sbf Obs. Allaying, temper- 
ing; alloying: see Delay vf 
1473 Warkw, Citron. 4 The same ryolle was put viij . d, of 
aley, and so weyed viij. d, more bydelaynge. x < & Latimer's 
yd Serm. bef. Edw. VI (Arb.) 86 margin, Scrupulous . . 
in delayinge of bys wyne wyth water. 

Belay ing, ppl. a. That delays : see Delay vX 

2649 Bp. Guthrie Mem. (1702)74 Yet did his Majesty give, 
it a fair and delaying answer, until the meeting of the Peers. 
Hence Delay 'iiigly adv. 

2864 Tennyson En. A rd. 465 And yet she held him on 
delayingly With many a scarce-believable excuse. ' ^ ■ ’ 

f Delayment. obs. Also 4 delaiement. 
[ME. a. OF. delaie delay ement (also delee-, delie-, 
deloie -), £ delayer to Delay vX + -ment.] The 
action of delaying; delay. 

1393 Gower Conf. II. 9 He made non delaiement, But goth' 
him home. 2483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 237/2 He., Mamed 
hym greuously of his ddlayment and necligence, 

•f Bclay’OHS, a, Obs. rare . [a. OF. delateus, 
f. delai sb., Belay : see -ous.] Given to, or char- 
acterized by, delay ; dilatory. 

1469 Sir J. Paston in Lett. II. No. 629. 368 Ye delt wythe 

0 
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ryglit delayous peple. 1494 Fabvan Chron. vi. din. 140 
The parlyaraent of Fraunce . . is lyke vnto the Court of 
requestys. .in Englonde. How be it that is of moche gretter 
resorte of people, and therwith veray delayous. 

|| Del credere (del kre*den?), attrib. and adv. 
phr. Comm, [It. * ‘of belief, of trust,’ f. del of the, 
credere to believe, believing, belief, tmst ] A phrase 
expressing the obligation undertaken by a factor, 
broker, or commission merchant, when he guaran- 
tees and becomes responsible for the solvency of 
the persons to whom he sells. Hence del credere 
agent, account , etc. 

On del credere terms is a very common heading to invoices 
of goods sent to agents in foreign or colonial places Del 
credere commission : see quor. 1849. 

1797 Jacob's Law Diet Del Credere , a commission del 
credere is an undertaking by an insurance-broker, for an 
additional premium, to insure his principal against the con- 
tingency of the failure of the under-writer. 1849 Freese 
Comm, Class -bk. 48 Under the item Charges, must be in- 
cluded a charge for guaranteeing the debt, called Delcredere 
or guarantee commission, when the consignee makes him- 
self responsible for the prompt payment of the debt. 189s 
Law Times XCI. 224/1 Nor is there any general presump- 
tion of law which fixes the broker with liability as a del 
credere agent. 

II Dele (drli). [L. de/e, 2nd sing. pres, im per. 
act. of delere to Delete ; but perh. sometimes an 
abbreviation of dehatter.’] = Deleatur, or imper- 
atively, t Delete (the letter, etc. marked) \ 
Commonly indicated by a d with a twisted and crossed 
head 090 . 

1841 in Savage Diet. Printing. 

Dele, obs. form of Deal. 

+ Belea*g;ue, dele*£fne, v. Obs. [a. F. d$~ 

Uguer (3rd sing. pres, delegue), 15th c. in Hatzf., 
ad. L. delegare to Delegate.] = Delegate v. 

1567 Throgmorton Let. in Robertson Hist. Scot!. (1759) 
II. App. 43 A number of persons deleagued, and author- 
ized by her. 1623 Favine Theai. Hon . 1. iv. 26 They 
delegued Great Pompey, to goe and make Warre. Ibid. 
m. vii. 394 The Gentlemen deleagued by the said Com- 
missaries. 

Deleave, obs. form of Delate v., Delete v. 

II Deleatur {&zli\eHvx). [L. —Met it be de- 
leted*; 3rd sing. pres. subj. passive of delere to 
blot out, delete.] A written direction or mark on 
a printed proof-sheet directing something to be 
struck out or omitted ; hence Jig. 

xfioa Parsons Warn- Word, $c. 11. ix, 70 b (Stanf.l, We 
pervert.. the ancient Fathers with the censure of deleatur 
when any sentence lyketh us not. 1640 Sir E. Dering Sp . 
on Relig. 23 Nov. iii. 7 The most learned labours of our . . 
Divines, must bee. .defaced with a Deleatur. 1696 Evelyn 
Let. to W. Wotton 28 Oct., Deleatur ; therefore, wherever 
you meet it. 

t Delea*ve, v. Obs , nonce-wd. [f. De- II. 2 + 
Leap, pi. leaves .] trans. To strip off (leaves) ; to 
defoliate. 

1591 Harington Orl. Fur. xxxvii. xxxi, Thrise haue the 
leaues with winter been deleaued. 

Deleble, var, of Delible. 

+ Delext, v. Obs. [ad. L. delectare to De- 
light.] «= Delight v. {trans. and inir.) 

1530 R. Whytford Werke /or Householders H ij, Yf you 
... begyn somwhat to delecte in theyr maters, I advyse you 
dissymule. 1588 A. King tr. Canisius* Catech. 2x1 The 
thing in this lyf that delects indures hot a moment. 

Delectability (dilektabiditi). [ad. OF. de- 
lectableU , f. delectable : see next and -ity. The 
earlier OF. was delilableU, whence Delitabilxty.] 
The quality of being delectable ; delectableness ; 
concr . (in pi.) delectable things ; delights. 

C1440 Gesta Rom. Hi. 232 (Harl. MS.) pe worlde, that 
bihotithe to th<£ swetnesse & dilectabilites. 1834 Beckford 
Italy II. 336, I have heard of this court and its detecta- 
bilities. 1856 Lamps of Temple (ed. 3) 319 We will look . . 
at the detectabilities of these three volumes. 1886 Holman 
Hunt in Contemp, Rev. June 827 Looking at the picture as 
a picture should always be regarded— for its delectability to 
the eye. 

Delectable (dile*ktab J l), a. [ME. a. OF. de- 
lectable, ad. L. dilectdhilis , i, delectare to Delight : 
see -able. The earlier popular form in OF. was 
delitable, Delitable. 

In Shaks. and P, Fletcher still stressed defect able.} 

Affording delight ; delightful, pleasant. 

Now little used in ordinary speech, except ironically or 
humorously ; used seriously in poetry and elevated prose, 
c 1400 Maundev. {1839) xlv ' *55 A gret contree and a fulle 
delectable. 14. . Tunaale's Vis. 1782 Musyk clere That 
full delectabull was to here. 1529 More Com/, agst. Trib. 
in. Wks, 1216/2 Delectable aliectiues to moue a manne to 
synne. 155s Eden Decades 75 Suche newes and presentes as 
they brought were delectable to the kinge. 1578 Lyte Dodoeus 
iv. Ixxvi. 540 Woodrowe flowreth in May, and then is the 
smell most delectable. 1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. 
j. viii, Athenseus, a delectable Author. 1667 Milton P. L. 
vii. 539 Trees of God, Delectable both to behold and taste. 
1684 Bunyan Pilgr. 11. 365 The Shepherds there, who 
welcomed them ... unto the delectable Mountains. 1759 
Sterne Trist. Shandy I. xi, Of which original journey. . 
a most delectable narrative will be given in the progress of 
this work. 1838-p Hall am Hist. Lit. II, v. n. 230 note. 
For the beautiful lines in the second eclogue of Virgil we have 
this delectable hexametric version. 1871 R. Ellts Catullus 
Ixiv. 31 When the delectable hour those days did fully 
determine. x88o H. James Benvolio m. 372 The old man 


had told him that he had a delectable voice. Mod. Advt. 
Delectable Lozenges, for clearing the throat. 

Delext ableness. [f. prec. + -ness.] The 

quality of being delectable ; delightfulness. 

1526 Pilgr . Per/. <W. de W. 1531' 280 b, The swetnes & 
delectablenes of this gyfte aboue all y moost swete thynges. 
1535 Eden Decades 132 Pleasauntnesse of hylles, and delec- 
tablenes of playnes. 3652-62 Heylin Cosmogr. in. (1673) 
35 1/2 The delectableness of the Gardens adjoymng. 1852 
Hawthorne Blitkedalc Rom. I x.ii. 252 A terrible draw- 
back on the delectableness of a kiss. 3879 J. Burroughs 
Locusts 4 W. Honey 16 Half the delectableness is in break- 
ing down these frail walls yourself. 

Delectably (dile-ktabli), adv. [f. as prec. + 
-ly ^.] In a delectable manner, delightfully. 

c 1400 Maundev. (1839) xxvii. 278 Bryddes h at songen full 
delectabely. 3550 Bale Sel. Wks. (1849) 388 Of myrrh, balm, 
and aloes, they delectably smell. 1652-62 H eylin Cosmogr. 
11. (3682) 51 A neat Town, and very delectably seated. 1754 
Shebbearb Matrimony (1766) II. 157 No life could pass 
more delectably than his. 

t DeTectary, a. Obs. [f. L. tjqie * delect dri- us, 
whence also On. delitaire delectable, f. delectd-re 
to delight : see -ary L] Delectable, pleasant. 

c 1485 Digby Myst. (1882) iii. 751 He hathe made me clene 
and delectary, the wyche was to synne a subiectary. 

Delectate (d/le-kt^t, drlekte't), v. rare. [f. 
ppl. stem 01 L. delectare to Delight : see -ate 3 , 5.] 
trans. To delight. (Affected or humorous.) 

3802 Lamb Curious Frccgm.fr. Burton, The silly man .. 
thinketh only how best to delectate and refresh his mind. 
1841 Fraser's Mag. XXIII, 220, I also delectated myself 
greatly in the library. 1871 B. Taylor Faust { ,1875) II. 11. 
iii. 1 36 His art and favour delectate you [rime create 
you]. 

Delectation (dflekt^-Jbn). Also 4 -aciun, 
4-5 -acioun, 5-6 -acion, -acyon(e, etc. ; also 
dilect •. [a. OF .delectation (12th c. in Hatzf.), 

also delitacion (Godef.), ad. L. delectation- eni , n. 
of action from delectare to Delight.] The action 
of delighting ; delight, enjoyment, great pleasure. 

Formerly in general use, and denoting all kinds of pleasure 
from sensual to spiritual; now {since c 1700) rarer, more or 
less affected or humorous, and restricted to the lighter kinds 
of pleasure. 

13. . S Augustin 730 in Horstmann Altengl. Leg. 74 pat 
luttel delectaciun pat he feted in his etyng. 1382 Wyclif 
2 Macc. ii. 26 Sothely we curiden. .that it were delectacioun, 
or lykyng, of ynwitt to men willynge for to reede. 1435 
Misyn Fire 0/ Love v. 9 Wyckyd treuly pis warld lufe, set- 
tand pere-in J?e lust of pere delectacyone. 1526 Tindale 
2 Cor. xii. 30 Therefore have I delectacion in infirmities. 
1570 Dee Math . Pref. 32 To the glory of God, and to our 
honest delectation in earth. 1620 Venner Via Recta iv, 75 
It is pleasant to the pallat, and induceth.. a smoothing 
delectation to the gullet, a 1711 Ken Edmund Poet. Wks. 
1721 II. 96 Liking shoots up unheeded to Delight, And 
Delectations soon Consent excite. 1779 81 Johnson L. P., 
Garth , * The Dispensary \ . appears . . to want something of 
poetical ardour and something of general delectation. 1846 
Dickens Cricket on Hearth i, Reproducing scraps of conver- 
sation for the delectation of the baby. 1892 Times 27 Dec. 
7/1 A great many other entertainments were provided for 
the public delectation. 

b. trans/. Something that delights ; a delight. 
1432-50 _tr. Higden (Rolls) I. 249 That the citesynnes 
scholde dispute of the commune proiette yn tyllenone : arid 
not attende to eiiy other delectacion. 1536 Primer Hen. 
VIII, 149 Of mind Thou art the delectation, Of pure love 
the insuation. 1576 Fleming Panopl.Epist. 63 If solitari- 
nesse and living alone be your delectation. 

Delectible, Delection, obs. var. Delectable, 
Dilection. 

|| Delectus (rkTe*ktf»s). [a. L. delectus selec- 
tion, choice, f. deligere to choose out, select; f. 
De- I. 2 + legfre to gather, cull, choose.] A selec- 
tion of passages from various authors, esp. Latin or 
Greek, for translation. 

[1814 R. Valby {title), Delectus Sententiarum Grascarum.] 
1828 F. E. J. Valpy {title), Second Greek Delectus, or New 
Analecta Minora. 1836 — Second Latin Delectus, with 
English notes. 1865 Smiles Life of Watt 512 His first school- 
exercises, down to his college themes, his delectuses. 1888 
Bernard World to Cloister v« 114 Such a caning as a small 
boy gets at school for not knowing his Delectus. 

11 Delectus personae. Law. [Lat. — * choice of 
a person \] The choice or right of selection of a 
person to occupy any specific position or relation; 
e.g. of one to be admitted as partner in any firm, 
or as tenant in a lease ; the right which each exist- 
ing partner or party to a contract has of being 
satisfied with the person whom it is proposed sub- 
sequently to admit into the firm or lease. 

_ 1848 Wharton Law Diet. s. v , The delectus personae , which 
is essential to the constitution of partnership. 1861 W. Bell 
Diet, Law Scot!, Although the delectus personae does not 
now exclude the tenant’s heirs, yet without the landlord’s 
consent, either express or implied, .a lease cannot be volun- 
tarily assigned or sublet. 

Delee, obs, form of Delay. 

Delee*rit, ppl. a. Sc. [pa. pple. of deleer m 
Delire v., F. dMirer.] Crazed, out of one’s wits. 

*7 85 Burns Halloween xiv, For monie a ane has gotten 
fright, An’ liv’d an’ di’d deleerit, On sic a night 
Beleet, obs. form of Delete. 

Delegable (dedi'gab’l), a. [f. L. delega-re to 
Delegate + -bee,] Capable of being delegated. 

3660 R. Sheringham Kin/s Suprem . viii, (1682) 85 The 
Legislative power is delegable. 


DELEGATE. 

Delegacy (de*l/gasi). [f. Delegate sb.i see 

-ACY.] 

1 . The action or system of delegating ; appoint- 
ment of a pei son as a delegate ; commission or 
authority given to act as a delegate. 

1533-4 Act 25 Hen. VIII, c. 21 § 1 Great summes of money 
. . haue ben . . taken by the Pope . . for delegacies, & rescripts 
in causes of contencions and appeles. 1614 Raleigh Hist, 
World v ii. § 8 Understanding the majesty of Rome to be 
indeed wholly in the people and no otherwise in the senate 
than by way of delegacy or grand commission. 1626 State 
Trials , Dk. Buckhm. (Rd, T hey are great judges, a court of 
the last resort . . and this not by delegacy and commission, 
but by birth and inheritance. 1882 F foulkes in Macm . Mag. 
XLV. 204 So much for delegacies and appeals in the abstract. 
2888 Bryce Amer. Commw. II. m. Ixiii. 459 He is. .forbidden 
to hope for a delegacy to a convention. 

2 . A body or committee of delegates ; f formerly 
also, a meeting of such a body. 

In the University of Oxford,^ permanent committee, or 
board of delegates, entrusted with special business ; as, the 
Delegacy of "the Non-Collegiate Students: see Delegate 
2 b. 

1621 Burton Ana t. Mel. Democr, to Rdr. (1657' 64 The 
plaintiff shall have his complaint approved by a set delegacy 
to that purpose. 1631 Laud Wks. 11853) V. 49 Their pro- 
fessed aim was to dissolve the delegacy appointed for the 
ordering and settling of the statutes [of Oxford], 1669 
Wood Life (Oxf. Hist. Soc. > II. 172 The Delegacy for 
printing of books met between 8 and 9 in the morn. 1671 
Ibid. II. 216 A conference or delegacy held in the lodgings 
of D 1 '. Jo. Lamphire, principal of Hart hail. 1852 [see 
Delegate 2 b]. 1867 Times 13 Dec. 8/6. Youths residing 
entirely, .out of College would requiie special attention, and 
therefore it was proposed to create a delegacy — that is, an 
Academic Board — for that purpose. 1875 M. Pattison 
Casaubon 90 The town-council of Montpellier proceeded to 
appoint a delegacy of eight persons to prepare a scheme for 
the college of Arts. 

Delegant dei/gant\ [ad. L. delegdnt-cm, 
pr. pple. of delegare to Delegate: so mod. ft. dHI- 
gant.] One who delegates ; m Civil Law, one who, 
to discharge his debt to a creditor, assigns his own 
debtor to the lntler, in his place. 

1627 W. Sclater Exp, 2 Thess. (1629) 128 The lurisdietion 
of the delegant and delegate is one. 3644 Bp. Maxwell 
Prerog. Ckr. Kings iv. 44 Samuel was onely the delegate, 
God was the principall and delegant. 1818 Colebrooke 
Oblig. 4 Contracts 1. 214 The most frequent case of dele- 
gation is that of a debtor of the delegant, who, for his own 
discharge of a debt due by him, delegates that debtor to his 
own creditor. 

Delegate (de*l/g/t). $b. Also 5 Sc. diligat(e, 
7 deb- gat. [a. OF. delegat (= mod.F. dPligih, 
Sp. de/egado, It. delegat 0), ad. L. de/egdt-us, pa. 
pple. of delegare to Delegate, used as sb. in Ro- 
manic, like L. legdtus.] 

1 . A person sent or deputed to act for or repre- 
sent another or others ; one entrusted with authority 
or power to be exercised on behalf of those by 
whom he is appointed ; a deputy, commissioner. 

£1380 Antecrist in Todd 3 Treat. Wyclif 324 Take we 
heede to }> e popes ik cardinals, .delegates & com mysr arks. 
1461 Liber Pluscardensis xi. viii. (1877; I. 385 His [God’s) 
diligatis dois na thyng heire in vayn. 1614 Selden Titles 
Hon . 252 The delegats of Bishops in temporal! Jurisdiction 
. .were stil’d Vicedomini. a 1631 Donne in Select. (1840; 47 
Taught , . by the Holy Ghost speaking in his delegates, m 
his ministers. 1725 Pope Odyss. 1. 501 Elect by Jove his 
delegate of sway. 1876 E. Mellor Priest h. vii. 324 He [the 
priest] claims simply to stand as delegate of heaven. 

b. Now chiefly applied to one or more persons 
elected and sent by an association or body of men 
to act in their name, and in accordance with their 
instructions, at some conference or meeting at which 
the whole body cannot he present. 

1600 Holland Livy xxxm.xxiv. 838 There were appointed 
ten Committees or Delegates \legati], 3775 Johnson Tax . 
no Tyr. 71 The delegates of the several towns and parishes 
in Cornwal. 1863 H. Cox Instit. 1. viii. 107 Where theie 
was a district of burghs, each Town Council elected a dele- 
gate, and the four or five delegates elected the member. 
1878 Jevons Prim. Pol. Econ. 78 Sometimes three or more 
delegates of the workmen meet an equal number of delegates 
from the masters. 

c. A layman appointed to attend an ecclesiastical 
council (of which the clergy or ministers are ex 
officio members). 

1828 in Webster ; and in later Diets. 

2 . spec. a. A commissioner appointed by the 
crown under the great seal to hear and determine 
appeals from the ecclesiastical courts. These 
commissioners constituted the Court of Delegates , 
or great court of appeal in ecclesiastical and Ad- 
miralty causes.. 

*554 Act 1-2 Phil. 4 hf. c. 8 § 29 AH judicial Process 
made before any Ordinaries, .or before any Delegates upon 
any Appeals. 1591 Harington Orl. Fur. xiv. lxxiii, In 
courts of Delegates and of Requests. *7*6 Ayliffe Parergon 
391 The Court of Delegates, .wherein all Causes of Appeal 
by way of Devolution from either of the Archbishops are 
decided. 5768 Blackstone Comm. III. 66 The great court 
of appeal in all ecclesiastical causes, Was. the court of dele- 
gates, tudices delegati, appointed by the king’s commission 
under his great seal, and issuing out of chancery, to represent 
his royal person. 

b. In the University of Oxford : A member of a 
permanent committee entrusted with some special 
branch of University business ; as, the Delegates of 
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Appeals in Congregation and in Convocation, of 
the University Press, of University Police, etc. 

<71604 Sir T. Bodley in Reliq . Bodl. (1703) 196 As the 
Delegates have resolved, there shall be a Porter for the 
Library. 1660 Wood Life (Oxf. Hist. Soc.) I. 316 In the 
same convocation, the Delegates' decree was confirmed by 
the regents and non-regents, sell, that the overplus of the 
money . . should be employed in printing Gregorius Abul- 
pharagus. 1668 Clarendon Press MSS., At a Meeting of the 
Delegats for Printing. 1671 Ibid., Ata Meeting of y e Delegats 
for the Physick Garden. 1700 Ibid., At a Meeting of y 3 
Delegates for. Acc t# of y rf University of Oxford. 1723 Ibid., 
At a Meeting of the Heads of Houses in y° Delegates Room 
of the Printing House. Rep. Oxford Univ. Commission 

15 The Standing Delegacies or Committees, which are 
appointed for the purpose of managing various branches of 
University business. .There are Delegates of Accounts, of 
Estates, of Privileges, of the Press, and of Appeals. 

8 . U. S. a. The representative of a Territory in 
Congress, having a seat and the right of speech in 
the House of Representatives, but no vote. Before 
1789 it was the title of the representatives of the 
various States in the Congress of the Confederation. 

1825 T. Jefferson Autobiog. Wks. 1859 I. 52, I was 
appointed by the legislature a delegate to Congress. 

b. House of Delegates: (a) the lower house of 
the General Assembly in Virginia, West Virginia, 
and Maryland ; (£) the lower house of the General 
Convention of the Protestant Episcopal Church. 

1843 Penny Cyct. XXVI. 368 '2 The legislature consists of 
a Senate and a House of Delegates, which are together 
called the General Assembly of Virginia. Ibid., All laws 
must originate in the House of Delegates. 

Delegate (derifg^t), fpl. a. Also 6-7 Sc. de- 
lagat. [ad. L. delegdt-us, pa. pple. of delegare to 
Delegate ] 

1 1* As pa. pple. Delegated, deputed, commis- 
sioned. 

_ 153° Palsgr. 510/2 The bysshop hath delegate the deane 
in this mater. 154 $ Compt. Scot. xiv. 115, I vald god that 
fuluius flaccus var diligat 1 uge to puneis them. 1660 R. Coke 
PcnmrSr Subj. 54 Supreme power is delegate from God to 
every Prince, 

2. As adj. Delegated. 

16x3 Miu.es Treat. Anne, Mod. Times 7x3/2 The King 
and the Queen with all their Servants and delegate 
Apostles, a 1667 Jer. Taylor (J.), Princes in judgement, 
and f their delegate judges. 1828 Gunning Cerent. Cambr. 
420 The Party Appellant, .doth desire the Judges Delegate 
[Judices Delegaii] that they would decree [etc]. 

Delegate (del/g<?l), v. [f. ppl. stem of L. 
delegare to send, dispatch, assign, commit, f. De- 
I. 2 b f legdre to send with a commission, depute, 
commit, etc ] 

1. irans. To send or commission (a person) as a 
deputy or representative, with power to transact 
business for another ; to depute or appoint to act. 

1623 Coci: era m, Delegate, to assigne, to send in commis- 
sion. 1641 R. Brooke Eng. Episc . n. ii. 72 Will any man., 
think it reasonable my Lord Keeper should, ad placitum, 
delegate whom hee will to keep the Seale? 1646 H. 
Lawrence Comm. A n gel Is 20 Every one from his nativity 
hath an Angell delegated for his keeper. 1876 Grant 
Burgh Sch. Scott. 1. i, xo Commissioners of the Abbot of 
Dunfermline who had been delegated judge by the pope. 

2. To entrust, commit or deliver (authority, a 
function, etc.) to another as an agent or deputy. 

*530 Palsgr. 5x0/2, I delegate myne auctorite,y> delegue. 
1641 R. Brooke Eng. Episc. 11. ii. 72 Can any man think it 
fit, to Delegate the Tuition or Education of a tender Prince, 
committed to his Charge? 1774 T. Jefferson Autobiog. 
App. Wks. 1859 I. 138 Those bodies, .to whom the people 
have delegated the powers of legislation. 1873 Helps 
Anirn. <5* Mast. v. (1875) 117, 1 wish we could delegate to 
women some of this work. 1883 A. L. Smith in Law 
Reports 12 Q. Bench Div. 95 The defendant delegated to 
another to utter the slanderous words, 

1 3. In a looser sense: To assign, deliver. Obs. 

1633 J. Done Hist. Scptuagint 74 For this was Published. . 
a Law, and the reason thereof delegated to the Judges., 
that the Peasants should not sojourne fete.]. 1774 J. Bryant 
Mythol. I. 310 A number of strange attributes, which by 
some of the poets were delegated to different personages. 

4. Civil Law. To assign (one who is debtor to 
oneself) to a creditor as debtor in one’s place. 

x3xQ [see D elegant]. x88o Muirhead Gains hi. § 130 
When, for example, I enter to your debit what is due me 
by Titius, provided always he has delegated you to me in 
has stead, ■ 1887 J ; ta Burge's Comm ■ Law of Holland 246 
It is' necessary that there should be the concurrence of the 
person delegating, that is, the original debtor, and of the 
person delegated, or the person whom he appoints. 

Delegated (de*l/grited), ppl a. [f. prec. vb.] 

1, Appointed to act as a deputy or representative 
for another ; deputed. 

1647 Crashaw Poems 164 The delegated eye of day. 1791 
E. Darwin Bat. Card. 1. 109 The delegated throng O’er, the 
wide plains delighted rush along. x8x8 Cole brooke Ob tig. 
# Contracts 1. 214 if nothing were due by the delegant, the 
delegated party need not perform that engagement. 1859 
Tennyson Enid 1741 By having .. wrought too long with 
delegated hands, Not used .mine own. 

2. Entrusted or committed (to a deputy), 

■ 1654 H. L’Estrange Chas. :/ {1:655' 150 Neither., his 'Own, 
nor his' delegated Authority to his Council. ■ ■ 2725-8 'Boling- 
broke' On 'Parties 209 The Peers, have ''an' inherent, the 
Commons a 'delegated. Right. 1861 W, Bell Diet. Law 
Scot., Delegated Jurisdiction , as contradistinguished from 
proper jurisdiction, is that which is communicated by a 
judge .to another, who acts in his name, .'Called a depute or 


deputy. 1867 Freeman Norm. Conq. (1876) I. iv. 247 An 
English Ealdorman ruled only with a delegated authority. 

Delegatee** [f. Delegate v. + -ee.] Civil 
Law. The party to whom a debtor is delegated by 
the delegant. 

1875 Poste Gains (ed. 2) 670 When the Delegator is in- 
debted to the Delegatee. 

Delegateship. [See -SHIP.] The office or 
position of a delegate. 

189a Columbus (Ohio) Dispatch 23 Mar., That federal 
officeholders in the South are put forward for delegateships. 
Delegation (delig<?i*jon), [ad. L. delegation - 
em, n. of action from delegare to Delegate. So 
F. diligat ion (13th c. in Hatzf.).] 

1 . The action of delegating or fact of being dele- 
gated ; appointment or commission of a person as 
a delegate or representative; the entrusting of 
authority to a delegate. 

x6i3 Selden Drayton's Poly-olb. xi. Notes 193 Government 
upon delegation from the King. 1641 R. Brooke Eng. Episc. 
n. ii. 72 To countenance such Delegation of an entrusted 
Office, to Deputies. 1775 Johnson Tax. no Tyr. 33 The 
business of the Publick must be done by delegation. 1867 
Freeman Norm. Conq. (1876) I. iii. 77 He is a sovereign, 
inasmuch as he does not rule by delegation from any personal 
superior. 

b. The action of sending on a commission. 

1641 Smectymnucjs Find. Answ. § 13. 130 If the greatest 
part of Titus his travels had beene before his delegation to 
Greet. 

f c. The action of delivering or assigning a thing 
to a person or to a purpose. Obs. 

x68x E. Sclater Serm. Putney 7 There are two parts, of 
Moses his power intimated fairly enough in the delegation 
of these siluer trumpets. 

2 . A charge or commission given to a delegate. 

x6xx Speed Hist. Gt. Brit. ix. xii. § 66 Lewis . . re-called 

his Vicar-ship or delegation, which hee had made to Edward. 
1690 Locke Civ. Gov. 11. xix. (R.), When . . others usurp the 
place, who have no such authority or delegation. 

3 . A delegated body; a number of persons sent 
or commissioned to act as representatives. 

x8i8 Jas. Mill Brit, India II. iv. vii. 261 The government 
of India. . by a delegation of servants. 1841 Catlin N. A mer. 
Ind. (1844) I. i.a A delegation of some ten orfifteen noble and 
dignified-looking Indians . . suddenly arrived. 

b. U.S. The body of delegates appointed to repre- 
sent a State or district in a representative assembly. 

1828 Webster s.v., Thus, the representatives of Massa- 
chusetts in Congress are called th a delegation, or whole dele- 
gation. 1865 H. Phillips A mer. Paper Curr. II. 43 The 
Jersey delegation, .presented to congress a number of the 
counterfeits. 

4 . Civil Law. The assignment of a debtor by his 
creditor to a creditor of the delegant, to act as 
debtor in his place and discharge his debt. 

1722 Bailey, Delegation [in Civil Law] is when a Debtor 
appoints one who is Debtor to him, to answer a Creditor, in 
his Place. x8xQ Colezrooke Oblig. & Contracts 1. 208. 2860 
J. Paterson Compend. Eng. fy Sc. Law 514. 1880 Muirhead 
Gains Digest 552 A transaction . . called delegation of his 
debtor by the creditor to the third party. 

5 . A letter or other instrument, unstamped and 
not negotiable, used by bankers and merchants in 
the place of a cheque, bill of exchange or other 
instrument, for the transfer of a debt or credit. 

x83z Bithell Counting-ho. Diet . 92 Letters of Credit are 
mostly simple Delegations, 

{J b. A share-eertificate : used esp. in reference 
to Suez Canal shares. [F. di ligation J) 

1882 Daily Tel. 10 Oct. (Cassell), The English government 
intended purchasing 200,000 Suez Canal delegations. 

+ Delegative, a. Obs . [f. ppl. stem of L. 

delegare to Delegate + -ive.] Having the attri- 
bute of delegating ; of delegated nature. 

1641 R. Brooke Eng. Efiisc. 1. i. 3 Hither also wee may 
referre his power Juridicall or Legislative in Parliament . . 
And . . his power Delegative. 2690 Locke Govt, n. xi. § 141 
It [the Power of making Laws] being but a delegative Power 
from the People. 

Delegator (ded/gritsi). [ad. L. delegator , 
agent-n. f. delegare to Delegate.] One who de- 
legates, a delegant. 

1875 [see Delegatee]. 

Delegatory (deTTgatsri),#. [ad. L. delegdtori- 
us, i. delegator : see prec. and -ORY.] Of or re- 
lating to delegation ; of the nature of delegation 
or delegated power ; f of a person, holding dele- 
gated authority. 

1599 Nashe Lenten Stupfe in Hart. Mis?. < 1808-13) VI.170 
(D.) Some politique^ delegatory Scipio . . whom they might 
depose when they list. 16x5 Crooke Body of Man 42 No 
where doth he attribute any delegatory power of Sensation 
vnto it. 1762 tr. Busching s Syst. Gcog.lll. 547 This juris- 
diction was conferred on him by the see of Utrecht, which 
the Emperor . . had invested with a delegatory authority, 
2787 Ann Hilditch Rosa de Mont. I. 62 The decrees of an 
immutable providence, and its delegatory laws on earth. 
Delegue, var. Deleague v. Obs., to delegate. 
Deleft, obs. Sc. form of Delete. 

!! Delenda (dile-nda), sb. pi. [L., pi. of de* 
lendum (a thing) to be blotted out, gerundive of 
delere to Delete.] Things to be deleted. 

(In early quot. with additional plural -$.) 

1645 Mrq. Worcester in Bibl. Regia (1659V 7 X > 1 beseech 
your Majesty to consider the streiks that are drawn over the 
Divine writ as so many delendies [quoted in C. Cartwright 
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Cert. Relig. 1. 6 (1651) as delenda' s] by such bold hands as 
these. 

Delendung, var. of Delundung. 
t Dele-niate, V. Obs. rare. Also erron. deli- 
neate. [irreg. f. L. delenire to soften or soothe 
down.] To soothe, mitigate. 

1623 Cockeram, n, To Pacifie, Deleniate. 1657 Tomlin- 
son Renou's Disp. 29 That is called Anodynuni which de- 
lineates and mitigates any paine. 

f Delenrfical, CL. Obs. rare ~ [f. L. detenu 

Jlc-m soothing, f. delenire to soothe down + -ficus 
making.] Soothing, pacifying. 

1656 Blount Glossogr., Delenifical, that mitigates or makes 
gentle. 1721 in Bailey. 1755 in Johnson (‘ having virtue 
to assuage or ease pain’). 

Delerious, erron. form of Delirious. 
Belessit© (dfle*soit), Min. [Named 1850 
after the French mineralogist Delesse : see -ite.] 
A dark-green mineral, allied to Chlorite, but 
containing much more iron. 

1854 in Dana M in. 296. 1879 Rutley S ind. Rocks xii. 219 
Augite, which is often altered into pseudomorphs of chlorite 
or delessite. 

Delete (dilrt), v. Also fi-6 delyte, 6- 7 Sc. 
deleit, dilate, 7 deleet(e, deleate, 7 Sc. pa. t. 
and pa. pple. deletted, delait : see next. [f. L. 
delet -, ppl. stem of delere to blot out, efface.] 
f 1 . irans. To destroy, annihilate, abolish, eradi- 
cate, do away with. Obs. 

(The first quot. is on various grounds uncertain .) 

2495 Barth. De P. R . tW. de W.) iv. iii. 82 Dnnesse dy- 
stroyeth bodyes that haue soules, so he dyssoluyth and de- 
lyteth the kynde naturall spyrytes that ben of mayst smoke. 
1534 St. Papers Hen, VI II, II. 2x8 Stryke tha;> m . . till 
they be consumed, and ther generation clene radycat and 
delytit of this worlde. 25415 ^ c * 37 Hen. VIII, c. 17 § x 
The Bishop of Rome . . minding . , to abolish, obscure and 
delete such Power. 2565 Satir. Poems Reform, i. 344 Where 
no redresse in tyme cold dilate The extreme wrong that Rigor 
had tought. 2656 Prynne Demurrer to Jews 69 Confede- 
rating . . to murder and delete them. 2657 Tomlinson 
Renou’s Disp. 2x5 It doth perfectly deleate the ulcers which 
infest the throat. 1851 Sir F. Palgrave Norm. «§• Eng. I. 
43 Though Carthage was deleted. 

2 . To strike or blot out, obliterate, erase, expunge 
(written or printed characters). 

a 2605 Montgomerie Misc. Poe?ns !. 6 Sic tytillis in |our 
sanges deleit. 2637-50 Row Hist. Kirk (28421 522 His Ma- 
jestie deletted that clause. <2x657 Balfour Ann. Scot. 
(1824-5) IF 76 Her proces [was] ordained to be delait out of 
the recordes. 2667 Collins in Rigaud Corr. Set . Men (1 841 ) 
1. 127 Here thecorrector took out more than I deleted. 286* 
Beveridge Hist. India II. vi. iii. 641 The peerage would be 
granted if the censure were deleted. 1875 F. Hall in Nation 
XXL 360/2 Here, to make either sense or metre, the and 
must be deleted. 

h. fig. To erase, expunge, ‘wipe out ’. 

2650 Fuller Pisgah m. x. 340 Studiously deleting the 
character of that Sacrament out of their bodies. 1785 Reid 
hit. Powers iii. vii, So imprinted as not to be deleted by 
time. 2864 Morn. Star 12 Jan., Kagosima has been deleted 
from the list of cities, and there is an end of it. 

Hence Dele-ting vbl. sb., deletion. 

27x2 C ounirey- Man' s Lett, to Curat 6 They had the popish 
missaJ and breviaiy with some few Deletings. 

+ X 3 ©X©*t e^pa.pple. Obs. Also 7 deleete, delate, 
[ad. L. delet-us blotted out, effaced, pa. pple. of 
delere to Delete.] Deleted, abolished, destroyed. 

c 1555 Harpsfield Divorce Hen. VIII (1878) 87 His 
brother’s memory was delete and abolished among the Jews, 
1642 Declar. Lords <$• Com. to Gen . Ass. Ch. Scot . 13 An Ob- 
ligation that cannot be delete. 268a Loud. Gaz. No, 1682/2 
His Arms to be. .delate out of the Books of Arms. 

t Delete-rial, a. Obs . [f. as next + -AL.] a 
next. 

2621 Venner Via Recta, Treat. Tobacco (1650) 397 It hath 
a deleteriall or venemous quality. 1684 tr. Bonet's Merc, 
Compit. xix. 70T In his Epistle concerning Paracelsus's 
Medicines and their deleterial vertues. 

Deleterious (deUtD-rias), a. [f. mod.L. de- 
leleri-us , a. Gr, drjkijrrjpt-QS noxious, hurtful, f. Sj/- 
RrjTTjp destroyer, f. br}\ 4 -e<r&ai to hurt : see -ous.] 
Hurtful or injurious to life or health ; noxious, 

1643 Sir T. Browne Relig. Med. it. § 10 They were not 
deleterious to others onely, but to themselves also. 2646 — • 
Pseud. Ep. in. vii. 119 Deleterious it may bee at some dis- 
tance and destructive without a corporall contaclion. 276* 
Gqlpsm. Cit. IV. xci. In some places^ those plants which 
are entirely poisonous at home lose their deleterious quality 
by being carried abroad. 1822 Byron Juan 1 v. Iii, Ths pity 
wine should be so deleterious, For tea and coffee leave us 
I much more serious. 2860 Phillips Vesuv. viii. 213 This gas 
i was well known to be deleterious. 

b. Mentally or morally injurious or harmful. 
2823 Byron Juan xm. i, A jest at vice by virtue's called a 
crime. And critically ^held as deleterious, x86o Emerson 
Cond. Life, Power Wks. (Bohn) II. 335 Politics is a dele- 
terious profession, like some poisonous handicrafts. 

Hence Delete'riously adv., Delete rionsness. 
1879 Cassells Tec/m. Educ. IV. 350/1 The solution should 
not be deieteriously affected . ■ 1892 W. B. Scott Autobiog. 
I. i. 15 David was . . deieteriously influenced by studying 
these able but imperfect artists, 
t Beletery (derifteri), a. Obs. Also erron . 
-ory, -ary. {a. med.L. deleteri-us (Du Cange), a. 
Gr. tyXrjTTtpios Deleterious. In F. diUfere ^me- 
dicament diUtere, Joubert, 16th c.). In the 17th c. 
often erroneously viewed as a derivative of L. delere, 
deletum, to blot out, efface, destroy , and consequently 
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both spelt -ory, and used in the sense ‘ effacing, 
blotting out 5 : cl Deletory. 

By Butler stressed de'Mery ; but generally perhaps de- 
le Hry.] 

A. adj. Deleterious, noxious, poisonous. 

1576 Newton Lemnids Complex. (1633)' 101 [Venemous 
hearbes] which by reason of their deletory coldness© bring 
destruction unto Creatures, as Henbane, Mandrake, Na- 
pellus. 1638 A. Read Ckirurg. xii. 89 The subjects wherein 
this deletery propertie is lodged. 1657 Tomlinson Renou's 
Disp. 10 A certain deletary and poysonous quality. 1663 
Butler Hud. 1. n. 317 Though stor'd with Deletery Medi- 
cines v Which whosoever took is Dead since ). 1684 tr. Boned s 
Merc. Compit. vi. 196 A^Patient . . died frantick, as if he had 
taken a deletery Medicine. 

B. 1 . A deleterious or noxious drug ; a poison. 
AIso_/%*. 

1638 A. Read ChirurgSy. 88 You may aske by what meanes 
these poisons and deleteries doe kill. 1649 Jer. Taylor Gt. 
Exemp. (1703) 407 Health and pleasure^ deletery and cor- 
dial. 1651-3 — Serm. for Year 1. xvii. 223 [To] destroy 
Charity . . with the same general venom and deletery as 
apostacy destroyes faith 

2 . A drug that destroys or counteracts the effect 
of anything noxious, as a poison ; an antidote. 
To. fig. Anything that destroys, or counteracts the 
poison of sin or evil ; an antidote to or for evil. 

IF In this sense evidently associated with L. delere, dele turn, 
and so used as = ‘ destroyer, effacer, wiper out * (of evil) ; cf. 
Deletory sb. 

1642 Jer. Taylor Episc. (1647) 5 Episcopacy is the best 
deletery in the world for Schisme. 1649 — Apol. Liturgy 
Pref. § 34 Inserted as Antidotes, and deleteries to the worst 
of Heresies. 1649 — Gt. Exemp, 11. xii. xi. 1. § 9 A proper 
deletery of his disgrace, and purgative of the calumny. 1660 
— Duct. Dubit. 1. i. rule it. § 23 Intended to be deleteries 
of the sin and instruments of repentance, — Ibid. 1. ill. My 
thinking that mercury is not poison, nor hellebore purgative, 
cannot make an antidote or deletery against them. 

Deletion, (dilf Jan), [ad. L. deletim-em , n. of 
action from delere to blot out, efface.] 

1. The action of effacing or destroying ; destruc- 
tion, annihilation, abolition, extinction. Now arch. 

1606 Coke in True $ Perf. Rel. D iij b, Tending hot onely 
to the hurt . . but euen the deletion of our whole name ana 
Nation. 1651-3 J er. Taylor Serm. for Year 1. v. 58 Unlesse 
this proceed so far as to a total deletion of the sin. 1677 
Hale Pomp. Atticus 36 The taking of Alexandria by Au- 
gustus, which was the fatal and funeral deletion of Antony. 
1845 Davison Disc. Prophecy v. (1861) 162 Rome remains, 
though Carthage is gone : the similar fate of deletion has 
not come. 1881 Stevenson Virg. Puerisque, OrderedSouth 
162 The more will he be tempted to regret the extinction 
of his powers and the deletion of his personality . 

2 . The action of striking out, erasing or obliter- 
ating written or printed matter ; the fact of being 
deleted ; a deleted passage, an erasure. 

1590 Swinburne Testaments 271 Although the deletion 
were in the chiefe part of the testament. 1852 Sir W. 
Hamilton Discuss. 38 note, Some deletions, found necessary 
in consequence of the unexpected length to which the 
Article extended have been restored. 1880 Muirhead 
Gains 1. § 31 note, With a dot— equivalent to deletion— over 
some if not all of the letters. 1884 Kay in Law Times Rep. 
LI. 315/1 The deletion was initialed in the margin with the 
initials of the persons who signed the agreement. 
Beletrtious, a. rare — *, [f. L. deletid-us , 

dims characterized by blotting out or erasure + 
-ous.] Characterized by erasure ; said of paper 
from which writing has been, or may be, erased. 

1823 Crabb, Deletitious (Ant.), an epithet for paper on 
which one may write things and blot them out again, to 
make room for new matter. Hence 1846 in Worcester ; 
and in later Diets. 

BeXetive (dzlrtiv), a. rare. [f. L. delet-, ppl. 
stem of delere to efface + -ive.] Having the pro- 
perty of deleting, adapted for erasing. 

166a Evelyn Chalcogr. 9 Save where the obtuser end [of 
the stilus] was made more deletive, apt to put out, and 
obliterate. 

.tDeletcrrious, a. Obs. rare- 0 . = Deletory. 
1656 Blount Glossogr., Deleterious (deletorius), that blot- 
teth or raceth out. 

Deletory (dilrtari), a. sb. [f. L. delet- (see 
above) + -ory.] 

A. adj. That is used to delete or efface, effacing. 
Also used in 17th c. in sense of Deletery a. : see that 

word and cf. quot. 1679 here. 

*613 T. James Corrupt. Script. Ii. 41 That also must be 
thrust away with a deletorie sponge. 1679 Puller Moder, 
Ch,' Eng. {1843} 202 The Penances in the Church of Rome, 
which . . are counted deletory of sin. 

B. sb. That which destroys or effaces. 

(Cf. Deletery sb. 2 b, with which this ran together.) 

1647 Jer. Taylor Dissuas. Popery ii. (1686} 112 The 
severity of Confession, which, .was most certainly intended 
as a deletory of sin, *649 — Gt. Exemp. vi. i. $ 23 The 
Spirit of Sanctification . . the deletory of Concupiscence, 
1699 * Misaurus ’ Honour qf Gout (1720) 35 It is a perfect 
Deletory of Folly. 

Dele- wine : see Deal sbA 
Beley, obs. form of Delay, 

Delf 1 (delf). Now only local. Forms; 5-7 
delfe, 6 delff, 7-9 delft, 5- delf, 6- delph ; pi. 
4- delves, 6-7 delfes, 7- delfs, 8- delphs. [ME. 
delf late OE. deelf for delf trench, ditch, quarry, 
occurring in a 1 2th c. copy of a charter, inserted in 
the Peterborough OE. Chron. (Land MS.) anno 963 ; 
app. apbetie f, OE. gedelf digging, a digging, ditch. 
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trench, quarry, mine {stdngedelf Uadgedelf), f. 
delf an to DelVe, dig.] 

X. That which is delved or dug: a. A hole or 
cavity dug in the earth, e.g. for irrigation or drain- 
age ; a pit; a trench, ditch; spec, applied to the 
drainage canals in the fen districts of the eastern 
counties. 

c 1420 Pall ad. on Hush. iv. 40 In forowe, in delf, in 
pastyne. 1502 Arnolde Chron. 168 Make a delf ther 
aboute. .til thou com to the gret rote. 1557 Tottell’s Mzsc. 
(Arb.) 170 Daungerous delph, depe dungeon of disdame. 
1633 P. Fletcher Pttrple 1st. in. xiii, Some lesser delfs 
[later ed. delfts] the fountains bottome sounding. 1661 
Morgan Sph. Gentry ir. vii. 78 Extracting him out of that 
Delf or Pit which Reuben put him in. 1675 Evelyn Terra 
(1776) 3 In marshes and fenny Delves. 1713 Land. Gaz. 
No. 5143/4, 44 Acres of Pasture Ground in the Delphs in. . 
Haddenham in the County of Cambridge. 1851 Jml. R. 
A gric. Soc. XII. 11. 304 The fens are divided by embanked 
upland rivulets or ‘delphs’. 1877 N. IV. Line. Gloss., Delf, 
Delft , a drain that has been delved. . . a pond, a clay-pit. 
a railway cutting, or any other large hole that has been 
delved out. 

b. An excavation in or under the earth, where 
stone, coal, or other mineral is dug; a quarry ; a 
mine. The ordinary name for a quarry in the 
northern counties. 

1388 Wyclif 2 Chron. xxxiv. n To bie stoonys hewid out 
of the delues, ether quarreris. 14.. Vocab. Harl. JUS. 
1002 in Prompt Parv. 118 note a , A urifedella, a gold del fe. 
1588-9 Act 31 Elis. c. 7 § 4 Quarries or Delfes of Stone or 
Slate. 1598 Manwood Laws Forest xxiv. § 5 - 1615) 242/r 
Any Mine, Delph of Coale, Stone, Clay, Marie, Turfe, Iron, 
or any other Mine, 1692 Ray Dissol. World 78 In Coal 
Delfs and other Mines, .the Miners are many times drowned 
out. 1732 in Id pool Munic, Rec. (1886) II. 156 The quarry 
or delf att Brownlow Hill sho’d be cut thorow. 1878 F. S. 
Williams Midi. Railw. 390 Limestone . . is dug from a quarry, 
or * delph some 30 to 50 ft. beneath the surface. 1888 
Sheffield Gloss., Delf, a stone quarry, 1891 Labour Com- 
mission Gloss., Delphs , terms used, to denote the working 
places in Yorkshire ironstone quarries. 

T e. A grave. Obs. 

c 1425 Wyntoun Cron. vi. iv. 39 Theprafe, quhare Jris dede 
Pypyne lay, Dai rypyd..Dat Delf]?ai stoppyd hastyly And 
away sped h ame rycht spedyly. c 1460 Towueley Myst, 
(Surtees) 230 He rasyd Lazare out of his delfe. a 1548 Thrie 
Priests Peblis 37 (Jam.), The first freind, quhil he was laid 
in delf, He lufit ay far better than himself. 

f 2 . A bed or stratum of any earth or mineral 
that is or may be dug into. 

x6ot Holland Pliny II. 409 Obserue the change of euery 
coat, .of the earth as they dig, to wit from the black delfe, 
vntil they meet.. the veins aforesaid. Ibid. II. 415 Under 
the delfe of sand they met with salt. 3:706 Philliis (ed. 
Kersey), Delf of Coal, Coal lying in Veins under ground, 
before it is digged up. 

3 . Sc. A sod or cut turf. 

1812 Souter Agric. Sunt. Banff's. App. 42 If a delph be 
cast up in a field that hath lien for the space of five or 
six years, wild oats will spring up of their own accord. 
1825- 80 J am 1 kson, Delf, a sod. In this sense the term delf is 
used, Lanarks. and Banffs. 

t b. Her. A square bearing supposed to represent 
a square-cut sod of turf, used as an abatement. Obs. 

c 1500 Sc. Poem Heraldry 165 in Q, Elis. Acad. (1869) ico 
3 it in armes, pictes and delphes espy. 3562 Leigh A rmorie 
(* 597 ) 73 He beareth Argent, a delff Geules. To him that 
revoketh his own challeng, as commonly we cal it eating 
his worde, this.is giuen in token thereof. 1610 Guilljm 
Heraldry 1. vin. (1660) 43 A Delfe for revocation of Chal- 
lenge. 1 688 R. Holme Armoury m. 343/2 Some term., 
a 'Tile a Delfe because of its squareness, but in a Delfe there 
is nothing of a thickness. 

1 4 . An act of delving ; a thrust of the spade. 

3636 Surfl & Markh. Country Forme 501 You must cut 
the vpper face and crust of the earth in April!, with a shallow 
delfe. 1688 R. Holme Armoury n. 115 '1 Delfe, or Spade- 
graft. .a digging into the earth as deep as a spade can go at 
once. 

5 . attrib. and Comb. 

1792 Trans. Soc. Encourag. Arts X. 305 Making a delf- 
dkeh,_ twelve feet wide. 1885 Lino Times Rep. LI. 589/1 
Certain land called delph land, beyond which were sand- 
hills, protecting the property from the sea. 

DeXf~, deXffc (delf, delft). Also delph. [a. 
Du. Delf now Delft, a town of Holland, named 
from the delf delve i ditch by winch name the 
chief canal of the town is still known : see prec. 
Since the_ paragogic / was added to the name of 
the town in mod. Du., it has been extended also to 
the English word, probably with the notion that 
delf was a corruption.] 

1 . A kind, of glazed earthenware made at Delf or 
Delft in Holland ; originally called Delf ware. 

1714 Fr. Bk. of Rates 121 Certain Goods, called Delph- 
Ware, and counterfeit China, coming from Holland and 
other Parts. 1743 Land. 4 Country Brew. ir. Advt., 
Potters-Work or Delft-Ware. 1859 Smiles Self-Help 40 
Large quantities of the commoner sort of ware were im- 
ported. .from Delft in Holland, whence it was usually known 
by the name of Delft ware. 

3723 Swift Poems , Stella at Woodpark , A supper worthy 
of herself, Five nothings in five plates of delf. 1840 Dickens 
Old C. Shop xv, A corner cupboard with their little stock of 
crockery and delf. 3880 Howells Undisc. Country x\\. 261 
From tall standing clocks to the coarsest cracked blue delft. 

2 . attrib. and Comb. 

1756 Connoisseur 103 J* 6, I am never allowed to eat from 
any thing better than a Delft plate. 3796 Morse A mer. Geog. 
II. 166 Glass works . . delf-houses and paper mills. 1809 W. 
Irving Knickerb. iii. (5849) 161 A majestic delft tea-pot. 


2884 May Crommeljn Brown- Eyes iv. 33 Rows of blue 
china and coarser but valuable old delf pottery. 

Delf, obs. form of Delve v ,, to dig. 

Delfin, -fyn, var. of Delph in Obs. 

Delful, -fully, obs. var. of Doleful, -fully. 

Delian, (drlian), a. [f. L. Deli-us (Gr. Arjki-os) 
of or pertaining to Delos, A *+• -an.] Of or 
belonging to Delos, an island in the Grecian archi- 
pelago, the reputed birthplace of Apollo and Ar- 
temis (^Diana). Delian problem, the problem of 
finding the side of a cube having double the volume 
of a given cube (i. e. of finding the cube root of 2) ; 
so called from the answer of the oracle of Delos, 
that a plague raging at Athens should cease when. 
Apollo’s altar, which was cubicaljshould be doubled. 
Also f Beliacal a. 

1623 Cockeram, Delian twins , the Sunne and Moone. 
3727-51 Chambers Cycl. s. v. Duplication, They applied 
themselves . . to seek the Duplicature of the cube, which 
henceforward was called the Delian Problem. Ibid., Deli - 
acal Problem , a famous problem among the antients con- 
cerning the duplication of the cube. 1879 Geo, Eliot Coll. 
Breakf. P. 679 ’Tis our lot To pass more swiftly than the 
Delian God. 

f Delicate, V. Obs. [f. ppl, stem of L. deli- 
bd-re to take a little of, taste, f. De- I. 2 + libdre 
to take a little of, taste, etc.] 

1. trans. To take a little of, taste, sip ; also fg. 

1623 Cockeram, Dclibaie, to sippe, or kisse the cup. 

<21639 MarmkjN Antiq. nr. ii, When he has tra veil’d, and 
ddibated the French and the Spanish. 

2 . To take away as a small part, to pluck, cull. 

^ 1655-60 Stanley Hist. Philos, HI. 11. 104 The mind is 
induced into the soul from without by divine participation, 
delibated of the universall Divine mind. 

Hence Delibated///. a. 

3655 Fuller Serm., Gift for God 13 A soule . . unac- 
quainted with virgin, delibated, and clarified joy. 

f DeXiba tiou. Obs. [ad. L. delibdtion-em, n. 
of action f. de libdre : see prec.] 

1 . A ‘taste’ or slight knowledge i/* something. 

a 3638 Mede Disc. Acts xvii. 4 Wks. (1672) 1. 19 Nor can 
it be understood without some delibation of j ewish Antiquity, 

2 . A portion taken away, culled, or extracted. 

3678 Cudworth Intell. Syst. 216 Either . . the substance, 

of God Himself together with that of the Evil Demon, or else 
certain delibations from both . . blended and confounded to- 
gether. 1794 G. Adams Nat, Exp. Philos. II. xxi. 420 
They considered the principle of motion and vegetation as 
delibations from the invisible fire of the universe. 

t BeXi'ber, V. Obs. Forms : 4-G deliber. 5 
delibere, 5-6 delyber, 6 delybro : see also De- 
liver v f [ME. a. F. diUbdrer (15th c. in Litfcre), 
or ad. L. diliberdre to weigh well, consider ma- 
turely, take counsel, etc., f. De- I. 3 + librdre to 
balance, weigh, f. H bra a balance, pair of scales. 
In 15-1 6th c. it varied with deliver ; cf. the ordi- 
nary Romanic v from Latin £.] 

X. a. intr. To deliberate, take counsel, consider. 

C3374 Chaucer Troylus iv. 169 He gan deliberyn for the 
best, c 1386 — Me lib. 1* 760 She . . delibercd and took auys 
in hir self. 3481 Caxton Myrr . 1. v, 21 They deliberid emong 
them and concluded. 

b. tram. To deliberate upon, consider, 

*545 Joye Exp. Dan* viii. (R.\ In delibering, in decerning 
things delybred. 

2 . trans. To determine, resolve. 

a. with simple obj. or infin. 

1482 Caxton Polycron. Prohemye A iij, I haue delybered 
too wryte twoo bookes notable. 1489 — F/iytcs of A. 1. vi. 
13 It is not to be delibercd ne lightly to be concluded. 
c 3534 tr. Pol. Verg. Eng. Hist, (Camd.) I. 204 But bee . . 
delibered to withstand© the adventure. 3580 Stow Hen. V 
an. 1417 (R.) He delibered to goe vnto them in liis owne 
person. 

b. ref . (with inf) 

r 3489 Caxton Sonnes of Aymon xvi. 378 , 1 pray you that 
ye wyfi delibere your self for to gyve vs a good answere, 
15, . Ilelyas in Thoms Prose Rom. (1858) Hi. 25 On a day 
he delibered him for to go to hunt. 

c. pass. To be determined or resolved. 

3470-85 Malory Arthur v, ii, I am delybered and fully 
concluded to goo. a 3529 Skelton Bk. Three Fooles I. 203 
Joseph . . had vii brethren . . the which were delybered of a 
longc time to haue destroyed him. 

Deliberalize : see De- II. 1, 

DeXiberant (d/liberant). rare. [a. F. dffi- 
birmit , or ad. L. deliberant-em, pr. pple. of F. dJ~ 
libirer , L. diliberdre to Deliberate.] One who 
■deliberates. . 

1673 O. Walker Editc. 202 Experience, which the I>e- 
liberant is supposed not to have. 1824 1 '. J effkrson Writ. 
(1830) IV, 395 Experience has proved the benefit of subject- 
ing questions to two separate bodies of clelibe rants. 
DeXiberate (d/li berA), a. [ad. L. deliherdt - 
us, pa. pple. of diliberdre : see Deliber.] 

1. . Well 'weighed or considered'; carefully thought' 
out ; formed, carried out, etc. with careful consi- 
deration and full intention j done of set purpose ; 
studied ; not hasty or rash, 

1548 Hall Chron, 38a After* , deliberate consul tacion had 
among, the _ peeres, prelates, .and. commons. 3602 Shaks. 
Ham. iv. iii. 9 This sodaine sending him away, must seeme 
Deliberate pause, 1667 Milton P.JL,% 554,. Such as ...'in 
stead of rage. Deliberate valour breath'd. ■ • 1763 Hume Hist. 
Eng. HI. Xxi. 32s He seems not to have had any deliterate 
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plan in all these alterations. _ 1848 Ruskin Mod. Paint. II. 
hi. 1. ii. § 4. 13 I he act is deliberate, and determined on be- 
forehand, in direct defiance of reason. 1836 Froude Hist. 
Eng. { x 858 1 II. viii. 244 An impatience of control, a deliberate 
preference for disorder. 

b. Of persons : Characterized by deliberation ; 
considering carefully ; careful and slow in decid- 
ing ; not hasty or rash. 

1596 Shaks. Merck. V. 11. ix. 80 O these deliberate fooles 
when they doe choose, They haue the wisdome by their wit 
to loose. 1802 Mar. Edgeworth Moral T. (1816) I. xix. 165 
‘ I will tell you, sir;’, replied the deliberate, unfeeling magis- 
trate ; ‘you are suspected of having’, etc. 1874 Green 
Short Hist. viii. § 1. 450 Striving to be deliberate in speech. 

2 . Leisurely, slow, not hurried ; of movement or 
moving agents. 

<21600 Hooker (J.), It is for virtuous considerations, that 
wisdom so far prevaileth with men as to make them desirous 
of slow and deliberate death. 1608-11 Bp, Hall Medit. # 
Vows 1. § 18 There are three messengers of death : Casualty, 
Sickness, Age. .The two first are suddaine, the last leasurely 
and deliberate. 1626 Bacon Sylva § 252 Eccho’s are some 
more sudden . . Others are more deliberate, that is, giue more 
Space betvveene the Voice and the Eccho. 1790 J. Bruce 
Source of Nile II. m. 232 Sertza Denghel ..drew up his 
army in the same deliberate manner in which he had crossed 
the March. Mod. He is very deliberate in his movements. 

Deliberate (dfli bcr^t), v. [f. L. deliberate 
ppl. stem of deliberare : see Deliber, and -ate. 
The pa. pple. was in early times deliberate - ate , 
from L. : cf. pree.] 

f 1 . tram. To weigh in the mind; to consider 
carefully with a view to decision ; to think over. 
Obs. (Now usually to deliberate upon : see 2.) 

a 16x0 Healey Theophrastus , Unscasonableness (“1636) 49 
An unseasonable fellow ... obtrudes his owne affaires to be 
deliberated and debated. x6xx Tourneur Aik. 7 rag. hi. i. 
"Wits. 1873 I. 8 1 Leaue a little roome . . For understanding 
to deliberate The cause or author of this accident. x68x 
J. Salgado Symbiosis 14 A thing not to be deliberated. 

1). with obj. clause. 

1555 Eden Decades 83 Deliberatinge therefore with my 
sel(e, from whense these mountaynes . , haue such great 
holowe caues or dennes. 1659 Pearson Creed ( 1839) 28 The 
stone doth not deliberate whether it shall descend. 1759 
Robertson Hist. Scott. I. v. 371 She deliberated, .how she 
might overcome the regent's scruples, 1829 W. Irving 
Conq. Granada I. x. 8r A council of war . . where it was de- 
liberated what was to be done with Albania. 

2 . intr. To use consideration with a view to de- 
cision ; to think carefully; to pause or take time 
for consideration. Const, f of (obs.), on, upon , etc. 

1361 T. Norton Cal bis Inst. Table Scripture Quot., The 
heart of man doth deliberate of his way. 1591 Shaks. Two 
G ent . 1. iii. 73 Please you deliberate a day or two. 1624 
Capt. Smith Virginia iv. 153 Two dales the King deliber- 
ated vpon an answer. 1697 Stillingfu Serm. II. xi. (R ), 
If he had time to deliberate about it. 17x3 Addison Cato 
iv. i, In spight of all the virtue we can boast The woman 
that deliberates is lost. 1797 Mrs. Radcliffe Italian 
i, Vivaldi shut himself tip in his apartment to deliberate. 
2894 Daily News 4 May 4/7 They [women] deliberate a 
great deal, now-a-days ; we draw no unfriendly conclusion. 

b. Of a body of persons : To take counsel to- 
gether, considering and examining the reasons for 
and against a proposal or course of action. 

1552 Huloet, Deliberate or take aduice or counsayle, con- 
sullo. 1663 Manley Grot in s' Low C. Warres xqi When 
therefore the Common-Council of any Town hath deliberated 
at home, concerning matters there proposed. 1745 Col. Dec. 
Pennsylv. V. 11 To carry it home to their Council to de- 
liberate upon. 1843 Prescott Mexico < 1850) I. 145 The three 
crowned heads of the empire . . deliberated with the other 
members on the respective merits of the pieces. 1838 Froude 
Hist. Eng. I V, xviil 28 The future relations of the two coun- 
tries could now be deliberated on with a hope of settlement. 

•f 3 . To resolve, determine, conclude ; pass, to be 
resolved or determined. Obs. 

1550 Nicoli.s Ihucyd. 187 (R.) They deliberated to con- 
strayne theym to fighte by sea ymmediatly. 1582-8 Hist. 
James VI (1804! 260 Pie was deliberat to resigne his office. 
1585 T. Washington tr. Nickola/s Voy. iv. vi. 117, I am 
deliberated . . to follow the most auncient, famous, and 
moderne Geographers. 1633 J. Done Hist. Septuagint 12, 
I have deliberated to frame unto you by Writing, a thing. . 
well deserving to be knowne. 

Hence D eli "berating vbl. sb. and ppl. a. 

1643 Milton Divorce 11. ix, The all-wise purpose of a de- 
liberating God.' 1885 A thenxum 2 May 572/3 The deliberat- 
ing expression of the student’s countenance. 

Deliberated, ppL a. [f. prec. + -ed l.] Care- 
fully weighed in the mind : see the verb. 

1597 J. ..King. Jonas (1618) 311 A' wise & deliberated 
speech, 0x644 Laud Serm, 226 (T.) If you shall not be firm 
to deliberated counsels. 1704 Col. Dec. Pennsylv. II. 191 
After Deliberated' and. mature Debate thereon. 

Deliberately (d/lrber/tli), adv. [f. Deli- 
berate a. + -ly 2 # ] In a deliberate manner. 

.■L.'- With, careful consideration';, not hastily or 
rashly ; of set purpose. 

1332 More Confut. Tindale Wks. 575/2 He . . dooeth de- 
liberately© with long deuice and studye bestowed about it, 
doe this gears willingly. 1651 Baxter Inf. Baft. 243, 1 . . 
deliberately compared one with the other, 1748 Hartley 
Observ. Man'll, ii. § 43, 188 To deceive the world know- 
ingly, and_ deliberately. ^ *89*' Law . Times ’ Pep. LX VII. 
232/1 Omitted, .through inadvertence and not deliberately 
and on purpose. 

2 . Without haste, leisurely, slowly. 

xqix Steele Sped. No. X47 F a Those that Read so- Last. . 
may learn to speak deliberately. X774 Pennant TourSeotL 
in T772, t 69 ''They .swim very deliberately with their two 


dorsal fins above water. 1871 B. Taylor Faust (1875) II. 
iv. i. 228, I tread deliberately this summit’s lonely edge. 

Deli'berateness. [f. as prec. + -ness.] - The 
quality of being deliberate, or of showing careful 
consideration ; absence of haste in decision. 

1602 Carew Cornwall xoo Deliberatenes of vndertaking, 
& sufficiency of effecting. 1649 Eikott Bas. (1824) 21 The 
order, gravity, and deliberatenesse befitting a Parliament. 
x88x W. C. Russell Ocean Free-Lance II. 142 The. .chilling 
deliberateness of Shelvocke’s manner and voice. 
Deliberater, var. of Deliberator, 
Deliberation 1 (dzliber^'jbn). Also 4-6 de- 
lyberacioun, -acion, etc. [a. F. dilibSraiion , in 
13th c. deliberation, ad. L. deliber ation-eniy n. of 
action from deliberare to Deliberate.] 

1 . The action of deliberating, or weighing a thing 
in the mind; careful consideration with a view to 
decision. 

c 1374 Chaucer Troylus hi. 470 F or he, with grete delibera- 
cion PI ad every thing .. Forcast, and put in execucion. 
1477 Paul Rivers (Caxton) Dictes 133 A man ought to do 
his Werkis by deliberation . . and not sodaynly. 1548 Hall 
Citron. 194 b, Without any farther deliberation, he deter- 
mined with himselfe. 16x8 Bolton Floras in. x. 198 Asking 
time for deliberation. 1631 Hobbes Govt. % Soc. xiib § 16. 
207 Deliberation is nothing else but a weighing, as it were 
in scales, the conveniencies, and inconveniencies of the fact 
we are attempting. 1731 Johnson P ambler N o. 184 F 4 To 
dose tedious deliberations with hasty resolves. 1873 J gwett 
Plato (ed. 2) I. 386 Make up your mind then, .for the time 
of deliberation is over. 

2 . The consideration and discussion of the reasons 
for and against a measure by a number of council- 
lors (e, g. in a legislative assembly). 

1489 Caxton Faytes of A. iv. x. 256 Grete bataylles are 
entreprysed by delyberacyon of a grete counseyl. 1333 
E den Decades 57 After deliberation they iudged that Nicuesa 
could no more lacke [etc. ]. x688 in Somers Tracts II. 290 

Their Lordships assembled together . . and prepared, upon 
the most mature Deliberation, such Matters as they judged 
necessary, vjqi Junius Lett, xlviii. 252 The resolutions., 
were made., after long deliberation upon a constitutional 
question. 1835 Macaulay Hist. Eng. III. xiii. 28a To 
protect the deliberations of the Royalist Convention. x86x 
Geo. Eliot Silas M. 9 On their return to the vestry there 
was further deliberation. 1871 J. Lewes Digest of Census 
204 The legislative body [of Guernsey], called the 1 States 
of Deliberation ’. 

tb. A consultation, conference. Obs. 

1632 Lithgow 7'rav. in. 80 A long deliberation being 
ended, they restored backe againe my Pilgrimes clothes, and 
Letters. 1648 N ethersole Problems 11. title. Advice. . very 
applyable to the present Deliberation. 

1 3 . A resolution or determination. Ohs. 

1579 Fenton Guicciard. 1. (1599) *8 The timerous man car- 
ried by despaire into deliberations headlong and hurtfull. 
1632 J. Hayward tr. Biondi’s Eromena 10 If the doubt of 
shewing himselfe too credulous . . had not confirm’d him in 
his former deliberation. 1653 Urquhart Rabelais 1. xxix. 
My deliberation is not to provoke, but to appease : not to 
assault but to defend. 

+ b. The written record of a resolution (of a 
deliberating body), Obs. 

17x3 Leoni Palladio's Archit. (1742) I. 98 Places . . where 
were reposited the deliberations and resolutions of the 
Senate. 

4 . As a quality : Deliberateness of action. 

c 1386 Chaucer Melib. F 376. Yow oghte purueyen and 
apparaillen yow ..with greet diligence and greet delibera- 
cioun. 14x3 Lydg. Pylgr. S ovule iv. xxix. (1859! 62 A 1 that 
they sayde or dyde shold be of suche delyberacion, that it 
myght be taken for autoryte of lawe. 1326 Pilgr. Perf. 
(W. de W. 1531) 92 b. And this enuy is mortal! synne, 
whan it is with delyberacyon of reason and wyll. 134 x 
R. Copland Guy don s Quest. 2 C iij b/2 Nowe we wyll dys- 
pose vs with delyberacyon to speake of the curacyon of in- 
ueterate vlcers. 1628 Earle Microcosm Alderman (Arb.) 
27 Hee is one that will not hastily runne into error, for 
hee treds with great deliberation. 1732 Law Serious C. 
xxiii. (ed. 2) 47 You must enter upon it with deliberation. 
1794 S. Williams Hist. Vermont 166 The chiefs consulted 
with great deliberation, x 856 Emerson Eng, Traits , Wealth 
Wks. (Bohn) II. 73 Every whim . . is put into stone and iron, 
into silver and gold, with costly deliberation and detail. 

b. Absence of hurry; slowness in action or move- 
ment ; leisureliness. 

1833 H. Spences Princ. Psychol. (1872)1. be. 495^ Psychical 
changes which . . take place with some deliberation. x86o 
Tyndall Glac. 1. xvii. 119 We saw it [an ice-berg] roll over 
with the utmost deliberation. 

t Deliberation A Obs. rare. [ad. med.L. 
deliberation-em , n. of action from deliberare to De- 
liver.] Liberation, setting free. 

1502 Arnoldk Ckron. 160 That we shulde treat with thy 
holynesse for his delyberacion. 

Deliberative (dflrber/tiv), a. and sb. [ad. 
L. deliber aiiv-tts, f. ppl. stem of deliberare : see 
-IVE. Cf. F. dflibiratip \ -ive (14th c. in Hatzf.) J 
1 . Pertaining to deliberation ; having the function 
of deliberating. 

1553 T. Wilson Rhet. (1580) 29 An Oracion deliberative. 
1586 A. Day Eng. Secretary 11. (1625) 88 In a deliberative 
sort we propound divers things, and refute them all one after 
another. 1641 Sir E. Dering in Rushw. Hist. Coll. (1692) 
iii. 1 . 393 We neither had a Decisive Voice todetermine with 
them, nor a Deliberative Voice to Consult with them. 1678 
Trans. Crt. Spain 143 All the Towns which have a delibera- 
tive Vote in the State. 1790 Burke Fr. Rev. Wks, V. 
377 Erecting itself into a deliberative body. 1874 Morley 
Compromise (1886) 105 The growth of self-government, or 
government by deliberative bodies,, representing opposed 
principles and conflicting interests. 


2 . Characterized by deliberation, or careful con- 
sideration in order to decision. 

1639 D. Pell Inipr. Sea 361 A serious meditation, and de- 
liberative ponderating upon the Power and terrible Majesty 
of God. 1762 Kames Elem. Crit. I. ii. xoo The slower opera- 
tions of deliberative reason. < 1836 Random Recoil. Ho. 
Lords xiv. 326 Things to which, in his cooler and more 
deliberative moments, he would not on any account give 
expression. 

f b. Habitually deliberate ; not hasty. Obs. 
a 1734 North Lives I. 431 He was naturally very quick 
of apprehension but withal very deliberative. 

t B. sb. A discussion of some question with a 
view to settlement ; a deliberative discourse ; 
a matter for deliberation. Obs. 

X597 Bacon Coalers Good Evill (Arb.) 138 In deliber- 
atiues the point is what is good and what is euill. x6zo E. 
Blount Horse Subsec. 77 A man so conceited of himselfe 
can hee no companion in deliberatiues. 1630 R. Holling- 
worth Exerc. Usurped Powers 52 A person . . should begin 
this section of his with a generall deliberative. 

DeH*beratively, adv. [f. prec. + -LY 2 .]^ In 
a deliberative manner; with deliberation, deliber- 
ately (Mr.) ; in the way of deliberation or discus- 
sion, as a deliberative body. 

1654 H. L’EsTRANGE.C/mw. / (1635) 208 An omission stu- 
diously and deliberatively resolved upon. 1737 Burke 
Abridgm. Eng. Hist. Wks. X. 347 Constituent parts of this 
assembly . . whilst it acted deliberatively. 1864 Carlyle 
Fredk. Gt. IV. 548 Consulted of and deliberatively touched 
upon. 

Delrberativeness. [f. as prec. + -ness.] 
The quality of being deliberative. 

*653-4 Whitelocke Jml. Swed. Emb. (1772) I. 376 
Through the slowness, or rather deliberativeness, of the 
old chancellor. 1880 Scribners Mag. May 94 The prayerful 
deliberativeness with which New England made war. 

Deliberator (dllvbereHai). [ad. L. deliberater, 
agent-n. from deliberare ; see -OR.] One who de- 
liberates ; one who takes part in a deliberation. 

1782 V. Knox Ess. X33 (R.).The dull and unfeeling de- 
liberators of questions on which a good heart and under- 
standing can intuitively decide. 18x3 Sir R, Wilson Diary 

II. 265 They pretend that this multiplicity of supervisors 
and conflicting deliberators is fatal to the common interest. 

Delible (de*l!b’l>, a. Also 7-8 deleble. [ad. 
L. delebil-is that may be blotted out, f. delere (see 
Delete and -ble) : cf. indelible .] Capable of being 
deleted or effaced (lit. and pig.). 

x6io W. Folkingham Art of Survey it. v. 55 Base lines 
. . for Boundaries or deleble . Plant-lines, a 1661 Fueler 
Worthies 1. 2x5 An impression easily deleble. *683 tr. 
Erasmus ’ Morise Enc. 95 Distinguishing between a Delible 
and an Indelible character. 17x3 Bentley Serm. x. 357 
The deleble stains of departed souls. 1793 Smeaton Edy stone 
L. § 235 To render the marks not easily delible. 

f Dedibrate, v. Obs. rare “ °. [f. L. delihrdre to 
take off the bark, f. De- I. 6 + liber, libr bark.] 
1623 Cockeram, Delibrate , to pull off the rinde of a Tree. 

Delicacy (de-likasi). Also 5 -asie, -asye, 
5-6 -acio. [f. Delicate a. ; see -acy, and cf. 
obstinacy , secrecy."] I. The quality of being Deli- 
cate (in various senses of the adj.). II. A thing 
in which this quality is displayed or embodied. 

1.+1. The quality of being addicted to pleasure 
or sensuous delights ; voluptuousness, luxurious- 
ness, daintiness. Obs. 

c 1374 Chaucer Former Age 58 Yit was nat Iuppiter the 
lykerous pat fyrst was fadyr of delicasie. 1393 Gower Coif. 

III. 21 Of the seconde glotony, Which cleped is delicacy. 
Ibid. III. 1x5 He shall he . . lusty to delicacy In every thing 
which he shall do. c 1530 Disc. Common Weal Eng. (1893) 
5 Our dylycasye in requyrynge strangers wares. 1593 
Nashe Christ’s T. 140 Thus much of delicacy in general ; 
now more particularly of his first branch, gluttony. x68o 
C. Blount tr. Philosiratus 229 (’Trench) Cephisodorus, the 
disciple of Isocrates, charged him with delicacy, intemper- 
ance, and gluttony. 1741 Middleton Cicero II. xn. 503 In 
his [Cicero’s] cloaths and dress . . avoiding the extremes of 
a rustic negligence and foppish delicacy. 

f 2 . Luxury ; pampering indulgence. Obs. 

*393 Gower Conf 1 . 14 Delicacie his swete top Hap fostred 
so pat it fordop Of abstinence al pat per is. c X450L0NEL1CH 
Grail xliL 554 The Cristene men . . weren Alle ful Richely. . 
Ifed with alle delicasy. 1577 B. Googe Hercsbach's Hush. 
1. (1586) 7 The common sortpreferreth shamefull and beastly 
delicasie, before honest and vertuous labour. 1629 Maxwell. 
tr. Herodian (1635) 127 The glory of % Souldier consists in 
labour, not in lazinesse or delicacie. 1665 G. Havers Sir T. 
Roe’s Voy. E. Ind. 477 A life that was full of pomp, and 
pleasure, and delicacy. 1725 Pope Qdyss. xx. SeJVenus^ In 
tender delicacy rears With honey, milk, and wine, their 
Infant years. 

t b. Gratification, pleasure, delectation. Obs. 
r 1386 Chaucer Monk's T. 401 He Rome brendc for his 
delicasie. *667 M ilton P . L. v. 333 She turns, on hospitable 
thoughts intent What choice to chuse for delicacie best. 

t The quality of being delightful to the palate ; 
delicateness or daintiness t of food). Obs. 

1393 Gower Conf. II. 83 Berconius of cokerie First made 
the delicacie. 1630 J er. T aylor Holy L iviiig ii, § x Be not 
troublesome to thyself or others in the choice of thy meats 
or the delicacy of thy sauces. 

*j* 4 . The quality of being delightful, esp. to the 
intellectual senses ; beauty, daintiness, pleasant- 
ness. Obs. 

1309 Hawes Past. Pleas, xi. xxii, O redolent well of famous 
poetry , . Reflerynge out the dulcet delicacy Of iiii. ryvers 
in mervaylous wy'denesse. ■' 1589 Greene Menapkon (Arb.) 
48 Feeding on the delicacie of their features, 1612 Drayton 
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Poly-olh. I, 5 Euen in tbe agedst face, where beautie once 
did dwell ..something wil appeare To showe some little 
tract of delicacie there. Ibid. vii. xo6 The aire with such 
delights and delicacie fils, As makes it loth to stirre, or 
thence those smels to beare. 1634 Sir T. Herbert Trav. 
61 Some peculiar Houses . . may be competitors for delicacie 
with most in Europe. 

5. Exquisite fineness of texture, substance, finish, 
etc. ; graceful slightness, slenderness, or softness ; 
soft or tender beauty. 

a 1585 Sidney (J.), A man . • in whom strong making took 
not away delicacy, nor beauty fierceness. 1615 Crooke 
B ody of Man (1616) 730 Anaxagoras . . marking diligently 
. . the postures of the fingers .. and the soft delicacy thereof. 
1744 Harris Three Treat, m. n. {1765) 217 No Woman ever 
equalled the Delicacy of the Medicean Venus. 1756 Burke 
SuhL 4- B. iv. xvi, An air of robustness and strength is very 
prejudicial to beauty. An appearance of delicacy and even 
of* fragility, is almost essential to it. 1874 Green Short 
Hist. vii. § 3. 363 She [Elizabeth] would play with her rings 
that her courtiers might note the delicacy of her hands. 

6 . Tenderness or wealdiness of constitution or 
health ; want of strength or robustness ; suscepti- 
bility to injury or disease. 

163a J, Hayward tr. Biondls Eromena 93 Cause to con- 
jecture, that the delicacie of her sex kept disproportioned 
companie with . .her courage. 1711 Addison Sped, No. 3 r 3 
Whether it was from the Delicacy of her Constitution, or 
that she was troubled^ with the Vapours. . 1759 Dilworth 
Pope 236 From the delicacy of his body, his life had been a 
continual scene of suffering to him, 181$ Keatinge Tran. 
(1817) II. 181 The silk-cultivation has been on the decline in 
this part of the world, from the extreme delicacy of the 
insect. 187a B. Clayton Dogs 20 The great drawback [to the 
Italian Greyhound] is its delicacy; it requires the utmost care. 

7. The quality or condition of requiring nice and 
skilful handling. 

178s Burke ^. Nabob Arcot Whs. 1842 I. 318 That our 
concerns in India were matters of delicacy. 1796 Morse 
Amer. Geog. II. 679 The extreme difficulty and. delicacy of 
drawing the line of limitation [in a list of eminent men' 1 . 
1857 Whewell Hist Induct. Sc. I. P ref. 7 , 1 was aware . . of 
the difficulty and delicacy of the office which I had under- 
taken. 1885 L'pool Daily Post 1 June 5/3 Absorbed in. nego- 
tiations of the utmost delicacy, 

8 . Exquisite fineness of feeling, observation, etc. ; 
nicety of perception ; sensitiveness of appreciation. 

1703 Rowe Tamerl. Ded., Poetry, .will still be the Enter- 
tainment of all wise Men, that have any Delicacy in their 
Knowledge, a 1704 T, Brown Sat. Antients Wks. 1730 I. 
23 To make the delicacy of his sentiments perceived. 1853 
Macaulay Hist. Eng. III. 60 His principles would be re- 
laxed, and the delicacy of his sense of right and wrong 
impaired. 1869 E. A. Parkes Prod. Hygiene (ed. 3) 29 
Warming the water is said to increase the delicacy of taste. 
1:884 Church Bacon ix. 216 Their truth and piercingness 
and delicacy of observation. 

b, transf. Of instruments, etc. ; Responsiveness 
to the slightest influence or change ; sensitiveness. 

1871 B. Stewart Heat § 29 Such an instrument will therefore 
indicate any difference of temperature with great delicacy. 

9. Exquisite fineness or nicety of skill, expression, 
touch, etc. 

# 1675 tr. Machiavelli's Prince (Rtldg. 1883') 198 This double 
intelligence was managed with . . slyness and delicacy. 1683 
D. A. Art Converse x 03 With modest Apologies and deli- 
cacy of expression, a 1700 Dryden (J.), Van Dyck has even 
excelled him in the delicacy of his colouring. 1759 Robert- 
son Hist. Scott. 1. 1. 69 Henry VIII of England held the 
balance with less delicacy, but with a stronger hand, 1848 
Macaulay Hist. Eng, 1 . 66 Scotsmen . . wrote Latin verse 
with more than the delicacy of Vida. 1885 Truth 28 May 
848/2 The spray is rendered with much lightness and 
delicacy. 

10. A refined sense of what is becoming, modest 
or proper ; sensitiveness to the feelings of modesty, 
shame, etc.; delicate regard for the feelings of 
others. 

171a Steele Sped. No, 286 Pi A false Delicacy is Affec- 
tation , not Politeness. 1732 M alley in Swift’s Lett. (1766) 
II. 269, I am sure you will do it with all the delicacy 
natural to your own disposition. 1749 Fielding Tom Jones 
xvin. xiil. This . .somewhat reconciled the delicacy of Sophia 
to the public entertainment, which.. she was obliged to 
go to. 183* Lytton Eugene A. t. x, It would be a false 
delicacy in me to deny that I have observed it. 1843 Miss 
Mitford in L’Estrange Life III, x. 171 Nothing can ex- 
ceed their cordiality and delicacy, so that their benefactions 
are given as a compliment. 

fil. Fastidiousness; squeamishness. Ohs, 

1733 Pope Odyss. xix. 307 The delicacy of your courtly 
tram To wash a wretched wand’rer wou'd disdain. 1771 
Mrs. Griffith tr. Viand's Shipwreck 204 It was almost 
come to a state of putrefaction, but hunger has no delicacy ; 
so having broiled it [etc.]. 1793 Beddoes Math. Evict, 118 
The common old thin 4to, is not adapted to modern deli- 
. cacy in books. 

11. 12. A thing which gives delight ; something 
delightful, arch. 

1586 A. Day Eng. Secretary 1. (1625) 24 [To] beleeve that 
. . our very senses are partakers of every delicacie in them 
contained. 1394 T. B. La Primand. Fr. Acad, n. 197 These 
delicacies and spiritual! delights. 1609 Bible (Douay) Isa. 
li. 3 He wil make her desert as delicacies [Wyclif delices]. 
1650 Jer. Taylor Holy Livingixjzq) 242 God . . encourages 
our duty with . , sensible pleasure and delicacies in prayer. 
1667 Milton P. L. viil 526 These delicacies of Taste, Sight, 
Smell, Herbs, Fruits, & Flours, Walks, and the melodic of 
Birds. x88a Stevenson New Arab. Nts. (1884) 22 The 
President's company is a delicacy in itself. 

b, esp. Something that gratifies the palate, a 
choice or dainty item of food ; a dainty. 

c 1430 Lonelich Grail 1 v. 270 The peple . . weren Repleyn- 
sched ., with alia Maner Metes ana delecasyes, 1596 


Drayton Legends iii. 118 Me with Ambrosial! Delicacies 
fed. 2752 Johnson Rambler No. 172 p 10 Untasted deli- 
cacies solicit his appetite. 1879 Farrar St. Pant (1883) 194 
A pig . . was . . the chief delicacy at Gentile banquets. 1884 
G. Allen Philisiia III. 156 Oysters, sweetbreads, red 
mullet, any little delicacy of that sort. 

f c. A luxury ; a sensual pleasure. Ohs. 

1581 Pettie Guazzo’s Civ. Conv. 1. (1586). 19 These lm*ke 
loyteringlie plunged in delicacies . . as Swine in the mire. 
1605 Verstegan Dec . Intell. vi. (1628) 165 A people very 
strong and hardy, and the rather for not beeing weakned 
with delicacies. 

13. A delicate trait, observance, or attention. 

171a Steele Sped. No. 491 F 2 The Decencies, Honours 

and Delicacies that attend the Passion towards them [women] 
in elegant Minds. 1751 Johnson Rambler No. 98 ? 5 
Those little civilities and ceremonious delicacies. 1779 
J, Moore View Soc. Fr. II. xciv. 418 A woman, and ac- 
quainted with all the weakness and delicacies of the sex. 

14. A nicety, a refinement. 

2789 Stokes Let. in Pettigrew Mem. Lettsom (x8ij) III. 
402 In these delicacies we wish to be confirmed or corrected 
by those who are real masters in the profession. 1875 
Freeman Norm . Cong. V. xxiv. 324 To disregard the gram- 
matical delicacies of the written language. 

Delicate (de*lik/t\ a. and sb. Forms: 4-6 
delicat, 5 -caafc, 5-6 de-,dylyeate, 6 Sc. diligat, 
4 - delicate, [ad. L. delicat -us, -a, ~um alluring, 
charming, voluptuous, soft, tender, dainty, effemi- 
nate, etc. ; reinforced by later F .dilicat ( 15 th c. in 
Hatzfeld), * daintie, pleasing, prettie, delicious, 
tender, nice, effeminate, of a weake complexion * 
(Cotgr.) ; inmod.F . 4 of exquisite fineness* (Hatzf.) : 
cf. Pr. and Cat. delicat , Sp. d die ado, It. delicato. 
The native repn of L, delicatus in OF. was delii 
‘fine, slender, delicate * : see Delie. 

(The etymology of L. delicatus appears to be quite un- 
certain : several distinct suggestions are current. Even the 
primary sense is doubtful ; but, if not originally connected 
with delicioe (Deuce), it seems to have been subsequently 
associated therewith. The word had undergone consider- 
able development of meaning already in ancient Latin ; in 
Romanic it received further extension in the line of meaning 
‘dainty, tenderly fine, slender, slight, easily affected or 
hurt’; these Latin mid Romanic senses have at various 
times been adopted in English, often as literal adaptations 
of the Latin word in the Vulgate, etc, ; and the history of 
the word here is involved and difficult to trace. The follow- 
ing arrangement is more or less provisional.)] 

I. Senses more or less * various uses of Dainty a. 
1. Delightful, charming, pleasant, nice, f a. 
gen . Ohs. 

2383 Wyclif Isa. I via. 13 If thou, .clepist a delicat sabot 
[1388 clepist the sabat delicat, Vulg. vocaveris sabbatum 
delicatum , x6xx call the sabbath a delight], c 1400 Maundev. 
(1839) v ‘ 39 Anoynted with delicat thinges of swete smelle. 
15x3 Bradshaw St. Werburge 1. 2560 The Worde of god 
was moost delycate seruyse. 1553 Edf.n Treat. Newe Ind. 
(Arb.) 15 Delicate thinges . . that may encrease the pleasures 
of this lyfe. 1663 Sir T. Herbert Trav. (1677). *75 
A spacious Garden, which was curious to the eye and delicate 
to the smell.. 1683 Thoresby Diary 4 Apr., To Biggles- 
worth where is nothing observable but a delicate new Inn. 
1697 Dampier Voy. 1. xvi. 458 Which our Carpenters after- 
wards altered, and made a delicate Boat fit for any 
service. 17x2 tr. Pomet's Hist. Drugs I. 152 A ravishing 
Smell ..as strong as that of the Quince, but much more 
delicate. 1791 Cowpf.r Retired Cat 60 Cried Pu?s ‘..Oh 
what a delicate retreat 1 I will resign myself to rest ’. 
b. Of food, etc. : Pleasing to the palate, dainty. 
£1380 Wyclif Wks. (1880) 13 Delicat metis and drynkis. 
1314 Barclay Cyt. Uplondyshm . (Percy Soc.) p. xlvi, 
Then cometh dishes moste swete & delicate. 1533 Coverdale 
Ecclus, xxix. 22 Better is it to haue a poore iyuynge in a 
mans owne house, then delicate fayre amonge the straunge. 
1624 Bp. Hall Rem. Wks. (1660) x8 Let the drink be never 
so delicate and well-spiced. 1700 S. L. tr. Fry he's Voy . E. Ind. 
21 A very good Dinner of Meat , . and Cheese, and delicate 
Beer, 1760-72 tr. Juan Sr Ulloa’s Voy. (ed. 3) I. 79 Some of 
them [dishes] are so delicate, that foreigners are no less 
pleased with them, than the gentlemen of the country. 
1845 M. Pattison Ess. (1889) I. 22 Not to take delight in 
delicate meats. 1853 J. H. Newman Hist. Sk. (1876) II. 

I. i. 40 Horseflesh was the most delicate of all the Tartar 
viands in the times we are now considering. 

t C. Said of the air, climate, or natural features. 
1553 Brende Q . C nrtius L iv, The river Hydaspis which 
is counted to be a verye delicate water, 1386 A. Day Eng. 
Secretary 1. (1625) 26 A soile delicate . . for the aire, and 
pleasant for the situation. 1605 Shaks. Macb . 1. vi. 10 
Where they much breed, and haunt : I have obseru’d The 
ayre is delicate. 1622 Drayton Poly-alb, xxi. (1748) 339 
A purer stream, a delicater brook. Bright Phoebus in his course 
doth scarcely overlook. 1697 Dampier Voy. (1729) I. 483 
Tabago.. still lies wast (though a delicate fruitful Island). 
X700 Congreve in Lett. Lit. Men (Camden) 209 We had 
a long passage, but. delicate weather. 1756 Nugent Gr. 
Tour II, 241 There Is a small arm of the sea, and another 
delicate country j oining to it. 1789 G. Wh ite Selbome xxili. 
(1853) 94 The sun broke out into a warm delicate day, 
t d. Delightful from its beauty ; dainty to be- 
hold ; lovely, graceful, elegant. Ohs, 

1383 Sempill Leg. Bp. St. Atulrems 1023 Ane diligat 
[v. r. deligat] gowne . . he send him. 1604 Shaks, Oth. 

II. iii. 20 She’s a most exquisite Lady.. Indeed she’s a 
most fresh and delicate creature. 1632 Lithgow Trav. vi, 
282 Rare Alabaster Tombe .. inclosed within a delicate 
Chappell under the ground. 1641 Evelyn Mem. (1857) I, 
28 Haerlera is a very delicate town, and hath one of the 
fairest churches of the Gothic design I had ever seen. 
17 Sp B. Martin Nat. Hist. Eng. I. 367 Oxford . . is a most 
delicate and beautiful City. 

+ % Characterized by pleasure or sensuous de- 
light ; luxurious, voluptuous, effeminate. Oh. 


c 1386 Chaucer Merck. T. 402 , 1 shal lede now so myrie 
a lyf So delicat with-outen wo and stryf That I shal haue 
myn heuene in erthe heere. 1393 Langl. P. PI. C. ix. 279 
Diues for bus delicat lyf to \>e dcuel wente, 1542-3 Act 34-5 
Hen. VIII, c. 4 Sundrie persons . . consume the substance 
obtained by credite . . for their own pleasure and delicate 
liuinge. 1576 Fleming Panopl. Epist . 410 You have your 
sweete and delicate sleepes in your comfortable chambers. 
XS99 Shaks. Much Ado 1. i. 305 Come thronging soft and 
delicate desires, All prompting mee how faire yonge Hero 
is. 1737 Whiston Josephus' Antiq. xvn. xii. § 2 Softness of 
body . .derived from his delicate and generous education. 

f b. Of persons : Given to pleasure or luxury ; 
luxurious ; sumptuous. Ohs. 

CX386 Chaucer Monk’s T. 393 Moore delicaat, moore 
pompous of array, Moore proud was neuere Emperour than 
he. 2393 Gower Conf. I II. 34 He was eke so delicate Of his 
clothing, that every day Of purpure and bisse he made him 
gay. c 1440 Promp. Parzu 1x7 Delycate or lycorowse, 
delicatus (P. lautns). c 1430 Mirour Saluacionn 1538 Now 
glutterie is y* vice y* the feend first temptis man inne, ffor 
rathere a man delicat than abstynent fallis in synne. 1335 
Coverdale Arnos vi. (heading), He reproueth the welthy, 
ydyll and delicate people. 16x3 R. C. Table Alph. (ed, 31, 
Delicate , daintie, giuen to pleasure. 1640 Habington Hist. 
Edw. IV xq 6 (Trench) The most delicate and voluptuous 
princes have ever been the heaviest oppressors of the people, 
f 3 . Self-indulgent, lovmg ease, indolent Ohs. 
c 1374 Chaucer Eoeth. iv. vii. 149 O slowe and delicat 
men, whi fley 3c aduersites and ne fysten nat a^eins hem by 
vertue. 2413 Lydg. Pilgr. Sowle m . ix . < 1483) 56 Suche folke 
haue ben soo delycate and lothe to good werkes. 2333 
More Debell. Salem f ref. Wks. 931/1 Many men are now 
a dayes so delicate in reading, and so lothe to laboure. 
1379 Tomson Calvin's Serrn. l int. 102/2 They which will be 
delicate, & persuade themselues y* they shal not suffer much 
trouble in doing their dutie faithfully. 1601 Coknwallyes 
Ess. xii, He made choyse rather of a slow delicate people, 
then of spirits of more excellency. 

f 4 . Tenderly or softly reared, not robust; 
dainty ; effeminate, Ohs. or arch. 

1382 Wyclif Dcut. xxviii. 56 A tendre womman and a 
delicate, the which vpon the erthe my3te not go, ne fitch 
the stap of the foot, for softnes and moost tendrenes. 1526 
Pilgr. Perf. (W, de W. 1531) 204 b, The delycate persone 
that can suffre no payne in body. 1556 A urelio tfr l sab. 
(iSoS) E viij, And well that [—bien que\ the grete colde pene* 
trethe youre delicat fleshes. [Of women], xfioa Shaks. Ham . 
iv. iv. 48 Witness this army.. Led by a delicate and tender 
prince. x6xx Bible Jer. vi. 2, 1 haue likened the daughter 
of Zion to a comely and delicate [Coverd. fayre and tendre] 
woman. x 633 S. Renton Guardian's Instr . 56 This was 
the unhappiness of a delicate Youth, whose great misfor- 
tune it was to be worth Two Thousand a Year before he 
was One and Twenty. 

f 5 . Fastidious, particular, nice, dainty. Ohs. 
xs<$8 Grafton Citron. II. 88 He was more delicate and 
deyntie than became a person being so homely appareled. 
1649 Bp. Reynolds Serrn. Hosea Epist. x, I speake with such 
plamess, as might commend the matter delivered rather to 
the Conscience of a Penitent, then to the fancy of a delicate 
hearer. 1673 Rules of Civility 109 Some people being so 
delicate, they will not eat after a man has eat with his 
Spoon and not wiped it, 17x3 Steele Sped. No, 493 r 7 
You, who are delicate in the choice of your friends and 
domestics. 1773 Johnson Lett. Mrs. Thrale 21 Sept., The 
only things of which we, or travellers yet more delicate, 
could find any pretensions to complain. 1796 Morse A mer. 
Geog, II. 561 'they are delicate in no part of their dress 
but in their hair, 

II. Fine : not coarse, not robust, not rough, 
not gross. 

6. Exquisitely or beautifully fine in texture, make, 
or finish ; exquisitely soft, slender, or slight 

1577 B. Googe Heresbach's H usb. in, (1586) 140 Champion 
Feeldes and Downes, are best for the delicatest and finest 
woolled Sheepe. 1600 J. Rory tr. Leo's Africa 11. 237 Their 
women are white, having blacke hatres and a most delicate 
skin. 1634 Sir T. Herbert Trav. 190 The people , . weare 
little clothing, save what is thin and delicate. 1736 Burke 
Subl. # B. iv, xvi, It is the delicate ^myrtle . . It is the vine, 
which we look on as vegetable beauties. x8oo tr. Lagrange’s 
Chew. II. x 88 A salt . , under the form of exceedingly deli- 
cate needles. 1825 J. Neal Bro. Jonathan I II, 175 The 
delicate gauze over her bosom shook. *870 Lowell Study 
Wind. (x886) 38 Delicatest sea-ferns. 

b. Fine or exquisite in quality or nature, 

< 3*533 Fd. Berners Gold. Bk. M. Anrd. (1546) M vij b, 

Such as are of a delicate bloudde, haue not soo much sol- 
licitude as the rustical people. x6io Shaks. Temp. 1. li, 272 
Thou wast a Spirit too delicate To act her earthy, and 
abhord commands, a 2631 Bonn e Paradoxes ( 1652 > 47 Nor 
is it because the delicatest blood hath the best spirits. 1794 
S. Williams Vermont 1x9 Like most of our delicate pleasures 
it is not to be enjoyed but in the cultivated state, 1858 
Hawthorne Fr. 4 * It. Jmls. (1872) L 9 All the dishes were 
very delicate. 1863 Geo. Eliot Romola 11. vi, The meats 
were likely to be delicate, the wines choice. 1886 Ruskin 
Proeterita I. vi. x86 My father liked delicate cookery, just 
because he was one of the smallest and rarest eaters. 

c. Fine in workmanship ; finely or exquisitely 
constructed. 

1756 J* Warton Ess. Pope (1782) I. vi. 301 My chief reason 
for quoting these delicate lines. 1870 Emerson .SW, 4* Solit,, 
Clubs Wks. (Bohn) III. 9 1 We are delicate machines, and 
require nice treatment to get from us the maximum of 
power and pleasure, 

d. Of colour : Of a shade whicb is not strong or 
glaring ; soft, tender, or subdued. 

1822 Rraed Poems, Lillian t. xa And wings of a warm and 
delicate hue, Like the glow of a deep carnation, x86o 
Tyndall Glac. 1. xi, 83 I he hole .. [in] the snow was filled 
with a delicate blue light. 

7 . So fine or slight as to be little noticeable or 
difficult to appreciate ; subtle in its fineness. 
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1693 Dryden St. Evremonfs Ess. 120 He leaves to be 
discerned a delicate inclination for the Conspirators. 1700 
Dryden Fables Pref. (Globe) 498 The French have a high 
va! ue for them [turns of words] . . they are often what they 
call delicate, when they are introduc’d with judgment. 1848 
Macaulay Hist. Eng. II. 71 Catharine often told the king 
plainly what the Protestant lords of the council only dared 
to hint in the most delicate phrases. 1835 Bain Senses 
$ Ini, n. i. § 23 Discrimination of the most delicate differ- 
ences is an indispensable qualification. 

8. So fine or tender as to be easily damaged ; 
tender, fragile ; easily injured or spoiled. 

1568 Tilney Disc. Mari age E ij b, A good name . . is so 
delicate a thing in a woman, that she must not onely be 
good, but likewise must apeere so. 1604 Shaks. Oth. 1. ii. 
74 Thou hast .. Abus’d her delicate Youth, with Drugs or 
Minerals. 1664 Evelyn Kal. Hart. (1729) 192 The Nectarine 
and like delicate mural-Fruit. 1834 Medwin Angler in 
Wales I. 75 But they [trout] are so delicate that they will 
not keep, and must be eaten the day they are killed. 1803 
H. Dalziel Dis. Dogs led. 3^ 104 It [cropping] is cruel . . in 
exposing one of the most delicate organs to the effects of 
cold, wet, sand, and dirt. 

b. Tender or feeble in constitution ; very sus- 
ceptible to injury; liable to sickness or disease; 
weakly, not strong or robust. 

c 1400 Lanf ratio's Cirurg. 29 r If he he a delicat man or a 
feble drie hem with fumygaciouns maad of pulpa coloquin- 
tada. 1374 Hellowes Gueuards Fam. Ep . (1577) 184 The 
old man is delicate and of small strength. 1663 Sir T. 
Herbert Trav. 11677) 164 The excess [in bathing] doubtless 
weakens the Body, by making it soft and delicate, and sub- 
ject to colds. 1789 W. Buchan Dow. Med. (1790) 93 Robust 
persons are able to endure either cold or heat better than 
the delicate. 1855 Macaulay Hist. Eng. IV. 532 The 
Princess . . was then in very delicate health. 1893 H. Dal- 
21 el Dis. Dogs(td. 3) 73 Dogs of a delicate constitution and 
unused to rough it. 

9. fig. Presenting points which require nice and 
skilful handling ; critical; ticklish. 

1742 Hume Ess. Parties Gt. Brit, init., The just balance be- 
tween the republican and monarchical part of our constitu- 
tion is really, in itself, so extremely delicate and uncertain, 
that [etc.], 1777 Burke Let. Sheriffs Bristol Wks. 1842 1 . 
215 These delicate points ought to be wholly left to the 
crown. 1779 Forrest Voy.fV. Guinea 215 , 1 informed him 
it was a delicate affair, advising him to say nothing about 
it. 1803 Wellington in Gurw. Desp. II. 8, I saw clearly 
that Ainrut Rao’s. situation was delicate, i860 Motley 
Netkerl. a868' I. vii. 443 His mission was a delicate one. 

III. Endowed with fineness of appreciation or 
execution. 

10. Exquisitely fine in power of perception, feel- 
ing, appreciation, etc. ; finely sensitive. 

a 1533 Ld. Berners Gold. Bk. M. Aurel. (1546) E iij, He 
was but of tender age, and not of great delycaievnderstand- 
ynge. 1381 Petti e Guazzds Civ. Court. 11. (1586)04 b, To 
their delicate eares to heare what men sale, they lacke [etc.]. 
ri68o Beveridge Senn. (1729) 1 . 338 Then our minds .. 
would be always kept in so fine, so delicate a temper. *7x2 
Steele Sped. No. 2 I* 2 A very delicate Observer of what 
occurs to him in the present World. 1856 Ruskin Mod. 
Paint IV. v. v, § 5 A delicate ear rejoices in the slighter and 
more modulated passages of sound. 1875 Manning Mission 
H. Ghost i. 26 Let us learn then to have a delicate conscience. 

b. Of instruments : So finely made or adjusted 
as to be responsive to very slight influences ; finely 
sensitive. 

x8za Imison Sc. $ Art I. 34 Very delicate balances are not 
only useful in nice experiments [etc.]. 1849 Mrs. Somer- 
ville Connect. Phys. Sc. xxxvi. 386 A structure so delicate 
that it would have made the hundredth part of a degree 
evident. 1871 B. Stewart Heat § 193 Our instruments' are 
doubtless very delicate, but . , the most refined apparatus 
is far less sensitive for dark heat than the eye is for light. 

11 . Endowed with exquisitely fine powers of ex- 
pression or execution ; finely skilful. 

1589 Puttenham Eng. Poesie 1. via. (Arb.) 33 Horace the 
most delicate of all the Remain Lynches. 1604 Shaks. Oth. 
iv. i. 199, i do but say what she is : so delicate with her 
needle: an admirable Musitian. 1611 Tourneur A th. Frag. 
a. i. Wks. 1878 I.42 O thou’rt a most delicate, sweete, 
eloquent villaine. 1780 Cowper Fable T. 653 Pope .. (So 
nice his ear, so delicate his touch) Made poetry a mere me- 
chanic art. 1884 Public Opinion 1 1 J uly 52/1 The artist is at 
his best, at his delicatest and subtlest, m his water-colours. 

tb. Characterized by skilful action; finely in- 
genious. Obs. 

1377 B. Googe Heresbach's Husb. 11. (1586) 76 An other 
more delicater way he speaketh of, which is .. laying the 
braunches in basket tes of earth . . obtaining Rootes netwixte 
the very fruite and the toppes. 1603 Shaks. Lear iv. vi. 
388 It were a delicate stratagem to shoo A Troope of Horse 
with Felt, 1673 R. Head Canting Acad. 11 The Budge it 
is a delicate trade. 

12 . Finely sensitive to what is becoming, proper, 
or modest, or to the feelings of others. 

; 1634 Sir T. Herbert Frav. 103 Her . , admirable beautie, 
a delicate spirit, sweet behaviour and charitable acts surpass- 
ing child-hood, 17ZX Tickeix Life of Addison in Wks,, Mr. 
Addison, .was, .too delicate to take any part of that [praise] 
which belonged to others. 2768 Sterne Sent, Joum. ( 1778) 
31 . 201 (Case of Delicacy) We were both too delicate to com- 
municate what we felt to each other upon the occasion. 1836 
J, Gilbert Chr. Atonem. ix. (1852) 260 Appearances of a 
just ground for the imputation are so unambiguous that it 
were treason to truth to be delicate* ■ 

b. Of actions, etc. : Showing or characterized 
by feelings of delicacy or modesty. 

*8x8 Jas' Mill Brit. India II. iv, vii. '242 , All : : parties re- 
commended a delicate' and liberal treatment, ' 1832 Ht. 
Martinrau Ella of Gar. vi’i. xoa It would not have been 
'■ delicate, I warrant, Mr v Angus, 1887 F. M. .Crawford 
P. PatqffW. 83 It was evident from her few words and from 
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the blush which accompanied them that this was a delicate 
subject. 

IV. Comb., as delicate-footed, - handed , - looking 
adjs. 

*835 Tennyson Maud 1. viii. 11 The snowy banded, dilet- 
tante Delicate-banded priest. *870 Bryant Iliad I. ix. 293 
A delicate-footed dame. 

B. sh. 

f 1 . a. One addicted to a life of luxury, b. One 
who is dainty or fastidious in his tastes. Obs. 

1382 Wyclif Isa. xlvii. 8 Now here thou these thingus, 
thou delicat, and dwellende trosteli. 138a — Baruch iv. 26 
My delicatis [Vulg. delicat i met] or nurshid in delicts , 
walkiden sharp weies. *603 Holland Plutarch* s Mor. 361 
(R.) If Lucullus were not a waster and a delicate given to 
belly-cheare. 1709 Addison Tatler No. 148 p 4 The Rules 
among these false Delicates are to be as Contradictory as 
they can be to Nature. 

2 . A thing that gives pleasure (usually in //.) : 
■f a. gen . A luxury, delight. Obs. 

c 1430 tr. De Imitations 1. xxiv, Than shal J?e flesshe J >at 
haj? ben in affficcion, ioy much more pan he pat hap be 
norisshed in delicats. 1489 Caxton Faytes of A . 111. xix. 
211 For to knowe and acquyre connyng scolers haue lefte 
and layde asyde ryhesses, delicates and al eases of body, 
1339 Cranmer in Strype Life 11. (1694) 247 Such as. .repute 
for their chief delicates the disputation of high questions. 
*593 Shaks. 3 Hen. VI,iuv. 51. 1398 Barckley Felic. Manvel 
(1603) 34s The pompe and delicates used by the great estates 
of other ages. 1637 Rutherford Lett. (1862) I. 247 There 
is no reason that His comforts be too cheap, seeing they are 
delicates. 1742 Young Nt. Th. viii. 819 Her nectareous cup, 
Mixt up of delicates for ev’ry sense. 

b. A choice viand ; a dainty, delicacy. 
c 1450 Merlin 6 Yef we hadde but a mossell brede, we 
haue more ioye and delyte than ye haue with alle the 
delicatys of the worlde. 1326 Pilgr. Per/, (W. de W. 1531) 
70 b. To be admytted to the kynges owne table, and to taste 
of his deyntyue delycates. 2650 W. Brough Sacr. Princ . 
(1659) 226 Hunger cooks all meats to delicates. 1676 Shad- 
well Virtuoso in, Cheshire-cheese. .seems to be a great 
delicate to the palate of this animal. 17x0 Steele Tatler 
No. 251 1*4 Reflections, .which add Delicates to the Feast 
of a good Conscience. 2820 Keats Eve St. Agues xxxi, 
These delicates he heap’d with glowing hand On golden 
dishes. 1870 Morris Earthly Par. 1 . 1. 204 And many such 
a delicate As goddesses in old time ate. _ 

t c. Of a person : The delight, joy, darling. Obs. 
rare~- 1 . 

133* Elyot Gov. hi. xxiv, The Emperour Titus.. for his 
lernynge and vertue, was named the delicate of the worlde 
[amor et delicia! humani generis]. 

t Delicate, v. rare . Obs. [f. Delicate a.J 
To render delicate. 

x6i4 W. B. Philosopher's Banquet (ed, 2) 69 They doe 
dillicate and molfifie the flesh. 

Hence Dedicated///, a. 

183* Mrs. Browning Casa Guidi Windows 125 These 
d cheated muslins rather seem Than be, you think? 

Delicately (deriik^tli), adv. [f. Delicate a. + 
-ly 2.] In a delicate manner. 

f 1 . In a way that gratifies the senses, esp. the 
palate; sumptuously, luxuriously ; daintily, fasti- 
diously. Obs. 

1377 Langl. P. Pt. B. v. 184 Drynke nou^te ouer delicatly 
ne to depe noyther. Ibid. B. xiv. 250 He . . doth hym nou^te 
dyne delvcatly ne drynke wyn oft. 1433 Misyn Fire of Love 
26 pat I wald not abyde hot wher I myght he delicately 
fed. 1355 Eden Decades 1x7 Bores fleshe wherwith they 
fedde them selues dilycately. 1576 F lem i ng Panopl. Epist. 
292 You have received mee honorably, sumptuously and 
delicatly. x6xx Bible i Tun. v. 6 She that liueth in plea- 
sure [margin, delicately] is dead while she liueth. 1630 J er. 
Taylor Holy Living ii. § 1. 57 Eat not delicately or nicely. 

b. With enervating or weakening luxury or in- 
dulgence ; effeminately, tenderly. 

1382 Wyclif Prov. xxix. 21 Who delicatli [ delicate ] fro 
childhed nurshith his seruaunt, afterward shal feelen hym 
vnobeisaunt. *552 Huloet, Delicately, laute , molliter , 
muliebriter. *836 Emerson Eng. Traits, Char. Wks. 
(Bohn) II. 58 The young coxcombs of the Life Guards deli- 
cately brought up. 1893 H. Dalziel Dis, Dogs (ed. 3) 28 N ot 
so liable to attacks of cold as the more delicately reared. 

2 . t a. In a way that gives pleasure or delight ; 
delightfully, beautifully (obs.). b. * With soft 
elegance 9 (J.) ; with exquisite or graceful fineness, 
softness, etc. Opposed to coarsely. 

*377-87 Hounshed Ireland an. *535 (R.) He was . . deli- 
catehe in each limb featured. *698 Fryer Acc. E. India 
$ P. 199 The Moors build with Stone and Mortar .. . making 
small shew without, but delicately contrived within. *735 
Pope Ep. Lady 43 Ladies . . Tis to their Changes half their 
charms we owe; Fine by defect, and delicately weak. 
1760 72 tr. Juan <$* Ulloa's Voy. (ed. 3) I. 54 The fox here 
is not much bigger than a large cat ; but delicately shaped. 
1821 Clare VilC Minstr. II. 61 Ye cowslips, delicately pale. 
*848 Macaulay Hist. Eng. II. 407 The more delicately or- 
ganised mind of Halifax. 1876 Geo. Eliot Dan, Der. III. 
xxxv. 39 The delicately- wrought foliage of the capitals. 

3 . Softly, lightly ; with light or delicate touch, 
gently; with delicacy of feeling. Opposed to 
roughly. 

*61* Bible i Sam. xv. 32 And Agag came vnto him deli- 
cately [Coverd. tenderly, Genov, pleasantly]. 1677 S. Lke 
Triumph of Mercy in Spurgeon Treas. Dav. Ps. cv. 19--21 
Joseph’s feet were hurt in irons, to fit him to tread more 
delicately in the King’s Palace, *823 J. N eal Bro. Jona- 
than III. 318 Death in his great mercy, .had breathed upon 
it very delicately, *845 M. Pattison Ess. (1889) I. *9 The 
thorny subject which they were delicately shunning in their 
conversation. 2855 Macaulay Hist. Eng. IV. 41* Blame 
which, though delicately expressed, was perfectly intel- 
ligible. 


4 . In a way that is sensitive or responsive to the 
slightest influences; sensitively; with nice exactness. 

179* Mrs. Radcliffe Rom. Forest i, Whose mind was 
delicately sensible to the beauties of nature. 1793 Beddoes 
Calculus 195 The least degree of heat then produces the 
most violent effects upon the fibres thus delicately irritable. 
*842 S. Lover Handy Andy xx. 179 A very delicately- 
balanced scale of etiquette. 1879 Cassell s Teckn. Educ. I. 
187 How delicately the adjustment of the pressure can be 
made with this apparatus. 

Delicateness (de-lik<*tnes). [f. as prec. + 
-ness.] The quality of being delicate, delicacy. 
The opposite of roughness , coarseness, grossness. 

1530 Palsgr. 2x2/2 Delycatenesse,/r/#«<f/s£. 13 32 Huloet, 
Dehcatenes, mollicia , mollicies, muliebritas . 1355 Eden 
Decades 49 They fynde the lyke softenes or dehcatenes to 
bee in herbes. 1398 Stow Sum. x. (1603) 80 They which 
delight in delicatenesse maybe satisfied with as delicate 
dishes there as may be found elsewhere. x6xx Bible Dent. 
xxviii. 56 The tender and delicate woman . . which would 
not aduenture to set the sole of her foote vpon the ground, 
for delicatenesse and tendernesse. 1670-98 Lassels Voy. 
Italy Pref. 29 Any young traveller should leave behind him 
. . all delicateness and effeminateness. 2678 Trans. Crl . 
Spain 21 The delicateness of our Young Prince suffered him 
not to bear the Fatigue. *727 Bradley Fam. Diet . s.v. 
Epilepsy, Young Children are more subject to the Falling- 
Sickness .. by Reason of the Delicateness of the Nerves. 
2873 Daily News 21 Aug., To borrow the delicateness of 
[this] French idiom. 

f| Delicates se (delikate*s). [mod.F. dilicatesse 
(1564 in Hatzf.), f. dilicat Delicate: cf. It. deli- 
catezza , and older pop. F. words like justesse , 
v Hesse, etc.] Delicacy. 

1698 Vanbrugh Prov. Wife 1. ii. 150 But I have too much 
delicatesse to make a practice on’t. *704 Swift T, Tub ii. 
40 All which required abundance of finesse and delicatesse 
to manage with advantage. 2706 Farquhar Recruit. Off. 
Epil., The French found it a little too rough for their deli- 
catesse. 1834 Syd.. Dobell Balder xxv. 186 Let delicatesse 
Weave his thin cuticle, and mesh him in. 

f DeTicative, a. Obs. In 5 delycatyf. [a. 
OF. delicatif -we, dainty, exquisite.] Of the nature 
of delicacies; dainty. 

249* Caxton Vitas Pair. (W. de W. 2495) v. in. 337 b/2 
Seche no metes ouer delycyous ne delycatyf. 

f De-lieatude. Obs. rare. = Delicateness. 

1727 Bailey II, Delicatude, deliciousness. *775 in Ash. 

t Delixe. Obs. Forms: 3-7 delice, 3-6 -yce, 
4 -ijss, 5 -is, -ys, -yse ; //. 3-7 delices, 4-5 -icis, 
4 -icys, 5 -yeys, 5-6 -yces. [a. OF. delice masc. 
:~L. delictum , and OF. delices fem. pi. L. delicise, 
-as, delight, pleasure, charm ; f. delicere to allure, 
entice, delight. (The L. words have the form of 
the neuter sing, and fem. pi. of an aelj. *delicius 
charming, alluring, h. had also the fem. sing. 
delicia , whence It. delizia, Sp., Pg. delicia delight.] 

1 . Delight, pleasure, joy, enjoyment. 

a 2223 Ancr. R. 340 Vor his delices, he sei<$, beo# forto 
wunien b er " ‘Et delicie mee cum filiis hominum,' 138a 
Wyclif Gen. ii. 8 The Lord God had plawntid paradise of 
delxce fro bigynnyng. 1430 Lydg. Chron. Troy m. xxviii, 
Causinge the ayre enuyron be delyse To resemble a very 
paradyse. *433 Misyn Fire of Love 96 J?e delis of endles 
iufe. 1450-1530 Myrr. our Lady e 174 In thy delyces holy 
mother of God. 16*4 T. Adams Devils Banquet 3 If she 
discouers the greene and gay flowers of delice. 2636 Jer. 
Taylor in Four C . Eng. Lett. 104 My delices were really 
in seeing you severe and unconcerned. 2683 Evelyn Mrs . 
Godolphin 47 The love of God and delices of Religion. 

b. spec . Sensual or worldly pleasure; voluptu- 
ousness. 

a *225 Ancr. R. 368 pet heo gleowede 81 gomede .. & 
liuede in delices? 1340 Ayenb. 24 peguodes of hap byep 
he3nesses, richesses, delices, and prosperites. c *386 Ghaucer 
Pars. T. T 133 For certis delices ben J?e appetites of pyfyue 
wittes. 2401 Pol. Poems\ Rolls) 1 1 . 50 Take 3c Cristes crosse, 
he saith, and counte we delices claye. *332 More Confui. 
Tindale Wks. 535/2 Paule sayde of wanton wiedowes, that 
the wiedow which liueth in delyces, is dead euen whyle she 
liueth. 1669 Gale Crt. Gentiles 1. 111. x. 106 No smooth and 
effeminate delices for itching ears. 

2 . Something that affords pleasure; a delight. 

14. . Pol. Rel. L. Poems (1866) 248 To don hym sorwe 

was here delys [rime prys], 2564 Haward Eutropius vii. 
73 Hee was called the love and delices of mankynde. *664 
Evelyn tr. Frearfs A rchit. Ep. Ded. 15 S. Germain’s and 
Yersailles, which were then the ordinary residence and de- 
lices of the King. 1779 Swinburne Trav. Spain xxxiv. (T.), 
Zebra, with all its delices, is erased from the face of the earth. 

b. A dainty, delicacy. 

2483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 195 b/r She bad no thynge but 
barly brede and sometyme benes, the whiche . . she ete for alle 
delyces. 2399 Buttes Dyets drie . ■ Dinner A a viij, There 
with Cates, Delices, Tabacco, Mell. *652 C. B. Stapylton 
Herodian 9* Whence . .many Fragrant Spices Are brought 
to us, as rare and choise Delices. 

% Spenser stresses de lices, perhaps by confusion 
with Delictes. 

*590-6 Spenser F. Q. ii, v. 28 And now lie has pourd out 
his ydle mynd In daintie delices, and lavish joyes. Ibid. 
iv. x. 6 An island strong, Abounding all with delices most 
rare. Ibid. v. iii. 40. 

+ Deli ciate, V. Obs . rare. [Formed after OF, 
dilicier ( 1 2~i6th c.), trans. to rejoice, ref. to enjoy 
oneself, feast, me&.L. deliciarl to feast, f. L. delicia, 
-se : see Delice, and -ate 3 /) 

X- intr. To take one’s pleasure, enjoy oneself, 
revel, luxuriate. 

*633 A. Ii. Partheneia Sacra 18 (R.) When Flora is dis- 
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DELIGHT. 


posed to deliciate with her minions. 1678 Cap worth Iniell. 
Syst. 81 1 These Evil Demons therefore did as it were Deli- 
ciate and Epicurjze in them. 

2 . trans. To fill with delight, render delightful, 
delight. 

1658 R. Franck Norik. Mem. (1821) 77 , 1 perceive you dis- 
ordered, but not much deliciated. Ibid, 122 Whilst the 
birds harmoniously deliciat the air. 

*t De*Iicies, sb. pi. Ohs. rare. [ad. L. delicim , 

- as : cf. Delice.] = Delices, delights ; joys ; 
dainties. 

1597 1st Pt. Return fr. P amass, n. Hi. tv. _ 1355 Inspire 
me streight with some rare delicies, Or lie dismount thee 
from thy radiant coach. 1607 Walkington Opt. Glass 9 
Charon and Atropos are corn'd to call me away from my 
delicies. 

t BeIicio*sity« Ohs. rare. In 5 -iosite, 
-iousite, diliciousite. [f, Delicious or its L. 
or Fr. equivalent, A med.L. *deliciasitas and OF, 
*ddiciouseU were prob. used, though not yet re- 
gistered.] The quality of being delicious, or of 
affording delight ; cancr. something in which this 
quality is embodied; a delicacy, a luxury. 

c 1440 Gesta Rom . bail 274 (Harl. MS.) To_ abide still 
with J?e deliciousites. Ibid., As ofte as the flessh is ouercome 
with diliciousites. c 1449 Pecock Repr. 255 To speke and 
write tho wordis in sum gaynes and bewte or in sum deli- 
ciosite. 

Delicious (dilrjss), a. Also 4 -6 -yci-, -icy-, 
■-ycy*, -ous, -owse, dilieious(e, 5 dylycy-, 6 de- 
licius, di«, 6-7 delirious, 7 delishous. [a. OF. 
and Anglo-Fr. delicious (later F. dclicieus, -cux) «# 
Pr, delicios, Sp. delicioso , It. delizioso, ad. late L. 
delidos-us delicious, delicate (Augustine), f. L. de- 
licia , -m : see Delice and -ous.] 

1 . Highly pleasing or delightful ; affording great 
pleasure or enjoyment. 

In mod. use, usually less dignified than ‘delightful 1 , and 
expressing an intenser degree and lower quality of pleasure. 

0x300 K. A Us. 38 Theo wondres, of worm and best, Deli- 
douse hit is to lest, c 1374 Chaucer Booth, it. iii. 36 pise 
ben faire Junges . . and only while J>ei ben herd. .]?ei ben de- 
licious©. c 1534 tr. Pel, I 'erg. Eng. /list. (Camden) I. 20 
Plenti of delictus rivers, pleasaunthe \vateringe_ there feldes. 
1(333 Lithcow Trar. v. 222 A Delicious incircling Harbour, 
inclos’d within the middle of the Towne. a 1 661 Fuller 
Worthies (1840) III, 283 [Guy’s Cliff] a most delicious place, 
so that a man in many miles riding cannot meet so much 
variety, as there one furlong doth afford. 1742 Collins 
Eclog. i. 24 Each gentler ray, delicious to your eyes. 1824 
Dibdin Libr. Comp. 6ir A delicious array of Miltonic trea- 
sures, 1861 O 'Curry ITS. Materials Anc . Irish Hist. 263 
The delicious strains of the harp. xSyg Farrar St. Paul 
(1883) 349 A green delicious plain. 

b. Intensely amusing or entertaining. 

164a Milton A pol. Smect. viii. Wks. (1847) 92/1 Deli- 
cious! he had that whole Bevie at command whether in 
Mortice or at May-pole; whilst I., left so impoverish'd 
of what to say, as to turn my Liturgy into my Lady’s 
Psalter. 1851 Ruskin Stones* Ven. (1874) I. App. 362 The 
stmt of the foremost cock, lifting one leg at right angles to 
the other, is delicious. 1853 Kingsley Hypatia vi. (1879) 71 
A delicious joke it would have been. 

2 . Highly pleasing or enjoyable to the bodily 
senses, esp. to the taste or smell ; affording exquisite 
sensuous or bodily pleasure. 

1340 Hampole Pr. Consc. 9287 pat savour sal be ful plen- 
teuouse r And swa swete and swa delicious, r 1400 Maun dev. 
(Roxb.) xv. 71 Ane ofier maner of drinke gude and delicious. 
c 1440 York Myst. xxix. 76 Itt is licoure full delicious. 
c 1532 Dewes Introd. Fr. m Palsgr. 921 A quyete slepe is 
right necessary and delycious. 1548 PIall Citron. 230 b, 
In the same delicious climate. 1634 Sir T. Herbert Trav. 
183 Bananas or Piantanes. .the fruite. .givesa most delicious 
taste and rellish. 1667 Milton P. L. ii. 400 The soft deli- 
cious Air. 1732 Berkeley Alcipkr. 1. § x We walked, under 
the delicious shade of these trees. 1847 Emerson Repr. 
Men, Uses Gt. Men Wks. (Bohn) I. 274 In Valencia the 
climate is delicious. 1850 L. Hunt Autoblog. if. x. 31 There 
is something in the word delicious which ’may be said to 
comprize a reference to every species of pleasant taste. 

fS. Characterized by or tending to sensuous in- 
dulgence ; voluptuous, luxurious. Ohs. 

a 1340 Hampole Psalter ix. 6 Deliciouse affecdouns of 
flescly lust, a 1430 Kut. de la Tour (1868) 54 The flesshe 
is tempted by delicious metes and drinkes, the whiehe bene 
leteres and kindelers of the brondes of lecherye. 1363 
Homilies u. Pasting!. (1859)280 An abstinence, .from all de- 
licious pleasures and delectations worldly. 1632 Lithgow 
Trav. 1. 22 Forsaking the delicious lives of the effeminate 
A Africans. 1651-3 J er. Taylor Serm. for Year 11678) 339 
The habitual Intemperance which is too commonly annexed 
to festival and delicious Tables. 

fb. Of persons: Addicted to sensuous indul- 
gence ; voluptuous, luxurious, dainty. Ohs. 

* 1393 Gower Conf. III. 33 If that thou understode, What 
is to ben delicious, Thou woldest nought ben curious, c 1450 
Mironr Saluaciouu 914 Of mete nor drinke was sho neure 
yhit diliciouse. 1483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 116/2 Thyse 
monckes ben ouer delycious. 2530 Palsgr. 309/2 Delyciouse, 
daynty mouthed or delycate. 1598 Sylvester Du Bart as 
n. 1. Eden (1641) 84/1 Idleness .. Defiles our body, Yea 
sobrest men it makes dilicious. x68o Morden Geog. Red. 
(1685)71 The Gentry are. .Costly in their Apparel, Delicious 
in their Diet. x68x W. Robertson Phrased. Gen. (1693)448 
A delicious mouth or palate. 

Beliciously (d/li'Jhsli), adv. [f. prec. + -LY 2.] 
In a delicious maimer. 

I. So as to afford intense pleasure ; delightfully, 
c 1386 Chaucer SqrPs T. 71 Herknynge hise Mynstrals 
hir thynges pieye Beforn hym at the bond deliciously. 1483 | 


Caxton Chas. Gt. 19 He .. repayred the places ryght de- 
lycyously. 1747 Carte Hist. Eng. I. 577 No cost being 
spared either to purchase the greatest rarities, or to dress 
them deliciously. 2792 A. Young Trav. France 259 I here 
was something so deliciously amiable in her character. 2863 
E. C. Clayton Queens of Song II. 322 Her voice was in- 
variably pure, true, and deliciously sweet. 2863 Living- 
stone Zambesi v, 106 The air was deliciously cook _ 2883 
Manck. Exam. 19 Dec. 5/3 The explanation is deliciously 
grotesque. 

b. With intense delight or enjoyment. 

2696 Stanhope Chr. Pattern (1711) 290 Yet does He. .im- 
portune us to sit and eat deliciously with him. 2706 Ref ex. 
upon. Ridicule 239 He deliciously imbibes the Elogies that 
are given him. 1799 Southey Love Elegies iv, O’er the page 
of Love’s despair, My Delia bent deliciously to grieve. 1864 
Skeat Uhland’s Poems 294 Beneath its shade he oft would 
sit And dream deliciously. 

2 . Luxuriously, voluptuously, sumptuously. 

1303 R. Brunne Handl. Synne 207 1 . 6617 AnoJ>er spyce 
ys yn glotonye, To ete ouer delycyusly. c 1340 Hampole 
Prose Tr. iii. 6 A 3onge man. .vn-chastely and delycyousely 
lyfande and full of many synnys, <72400 Rom. Rose 6729 If 
lie have peraventure . . Lyved over deliciously, x 337 N. 1 . 
(Genev.) Luke xvi. 19 A certayne ryche man, which . . fared 
deliciously euery day. 1634 Sir T. Herbert Trav. 102 The 
King , . deliciously tooke his pleasure. 1690 J. Palmer in 
Andros Tracts I. 54 Did his Excellency lye upon Beds of 
Down, and fare Delishously every day ? a. 2800 Cowper / Had 
(ed. 2) xxiv. 56 The lion . . Makes inroad on the flocks, that 
he may fare Deliciously at cost of mortal man. 
f 3 . With fondness, fondly. Ohs. 

c 1400 Test. Low 1. 11560) 275 b/2 She [Love] gan delici- 
ously mee comfort with sugred words, a 1440 Found. St. 
Barthol. 61 His hors, that so deliciously he louyd, and so 
negligently hadde lost. 1483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 243 b/i 
An heremyte . . reteyned nothyng but a catte wyth whyche 
he playde ofte and helde it in his lappe delyciously. 
Beliciousness (dHijasnes). [f. as prec. + 
-NESS.] 

1 . The quality of being delicious, or highly 
pleasing (now esp. to the senses) : see the adj. 

2398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. vi. xxiii. <1495) 213 Delycy- 
ousnes of all that is sette on theborde. c 1400 Test. Love 
Prol. (1560) 271 b/2 Many men there been, that with eeres 
openly sprad, so moch swalowen the deliciousnesse of jestes 
and of ryme. 2592 Shaks. Rom. 4- Jul.11. vi. 12 The sweet- 
est honey Is loathsome in its owne deliciousnesse. a 1652 
J. Smith Sel. Disc. i. 12 There is an inward sweetness and 
aeliciousness in divine truth, which no sensual mind can 
taste or relish. 2751 Johnson R ambler 1 $ o, 127 1*4 The delici- 
ousness of ease commonly makes us unwilling to return to 
labour. 2860 H a wthorne Marble Faun xxiv, There was a 
deliciousness in it that eluded analysis, 
fb. (with//.) A delight. Chs. 

1749 Br. Lavington Enthus. Meih. 4 * Papists (1754) I. 57 
A VVoman quite deserted, and the Vein of her Spiritual 
Deliciousnesses dried up in her Aridities, 
f 2 . Voluptuousness, luxuriousness, luxury. Ohs. 

c 2440 Gesta Rom. 1. xxvi. 201 (Harl. MS.) He folowithe 
deliciousnes of the fleshe. 1579 Lyly Eupknes (Arb.) 179 
Philautus, hath giuen ouer himselfe to all dehcioussesse, 
desiring . . to be dandled in the laps of Lad yes. 1 580 N ortk 
Plutarch (1676) 37 He thought . . to banish out of the 
City all insolency, envy, covetousness, and deliciousness. 
2630 Jer, Taylor Holy Living (1727) 242 Do not seek for 
delicxousness and sensible consolations in the actions of 
religion. 

f 3 . Fondness for what gives pleasure. Ohs. 

2548 XJp all, etc. Er asm. Par, Luke xvi. 23 So great was 
the deliciousnes of thy mouth. 

fBelrcity. Ohs. rare. In 5 -ycyte. [A non- 
etymological formation from Delice : see -ity,] 
Del iciousness, delightfulness. 

c 148s Drgby Myst. (1882) in. 72 Martha, ful [of] bewte and 
of delycyte. Ibid, uu 2039 ^ nc l have fed me with lode of 
most delycyte. 

Delict (d/lrkt). [ad. L. delict-urn fault, offence, 
crime, prop, subst use of neuter sing, of pa. pple. of 
de HnquLre to fail, commit a fault ; see Delin- 
quent.] A violation of law or right; an offence, 
a delinquency. 

2523 in W. H. Turner Select. Rec, Oxford 43 Their delicts 
and offenses. 1594 Parsons Confer. Success, n. ix. 209 In 
al criminal affayres and punishing of delictes. 2623 R. C. 
Table A iph. (ed. 3), D elide, fault, small offence. 1649 Jer. 
Taylor Gt. Exemp. n. ix. iiy When the Supreme Power 
either hath not power to punish the delinquent, or may 
raisse to have notice of the delict, a 2734 North Exam. it. 
v. § 43 (1740) 340 Whereby the proper Officer may be 
brought to answer for the Delict. 183a Austin Jurispr. 
(1879) 1 . 44 Acts, forbearances and omissions which are viola- 
tions of rights or duties are styled delicts, injuries or offences. 
2871 Mar kb y Elem. Law § 157 The French code is no 
more explicit cm the subject of delicts than Blackstone on 
the subject of civil injuries to which they correspond. 

b. In flagrant delict : transl, Lat. in flagrante 
delicto , Fr. en flagrant dllit, in the very act of com- 
mitting the offence. 

[1772 Junius Lett. Ixviii. (2875) 327/1 A person . .taken in 
flagrante delicto, with the stolen goods upon him, is not 
bailable.] 1820 Scott Ivanhoe xxxvi, Taken in the flagrant 
delict by the avowal of a crime contrary to thine oath . 2837 
SirF. Palgrave Merck. tyFriari 1844)121 Cases of flagrant 
delict . . required no other trial than the publicity . , of the 
fact. 1892 G. S. Layard Life C. Keene 1. 4 [She] resorted 
to all the time-honoured means of catching scholars in 
flagrant delict. 

Delictual (d/li*kti«al), a. rare. [f. Delict 
or L. delictum , after effeetzial \ etc.] Of or belong- 
ing to a delict 

1875 Poste Gains n. Comm. fed. 3> 303 Both Mora . . and 
Mala fide possessio have a delictual character. 


t Delie, delye, a- Ohs. rare. [a. F. dilii 
(13th c. in HatzL), early ad. L. delicat-tis , on the 
analogy of popular formations like plicatus , f lip. 
(As a living word deliedtus passed through to 
deVcato , Sp. delgado. Cat. and Pr. delgat, OF. delgiit , 
delgid, detjl, mod.F. dial, deuge, dougl. A third 
and still later adaptation is d I lie at : see Delicate.)] 
Delicate, fine. 

c 2374 Chaucer Boeih. 1. i. 5 Her clones weren maked of 
ry3t delye j>redes. <72425 Govt. Lordschipes 88 Ffor delye 
binge ys more worth J?an greet, and J?ynne more worth |>an 
pycke. [1692 Coles, Dely, little. Old word .— Hence in Ker- 
sey, Bailey, Ash, etc.] 

Deligated (delighted), ppl. a. Surg. [f. L. 
deligat-zis bound fast (see next) + -ED.] Tied with 
a ligature, as an artery, 

1840 R. Liston Elem. Surg. (ed. 2^ 204 The immediate 
effect of a tightly-drawn ligature is to divide the internal 
and middle coats at the deligated point. 2839 Todd CycL 
Anat. V. 330/1 With deligated salivary ducts. 

Deligation (delig^'Jhn). [ad. L. *deligation- 
em, n. cf action from deligdre to bind fast/bind up, 
f. De- I. 3 + ligdre to bind. Cf. mod.F. diligation 
in Surgery. In sense 2, taken in sense of med.L. 
disligare , OF. deslier 3 mod.F. d liter to untie: see 
De- L 6.] 

I. 1 . Surg. fa. Bandaging; a bandage. Ohs. 

x66x Lovell Hist. Anim. <5 Min . 340 By reason of tumours 

or deligation. 1676 Wiseman Surg. ij.), The third intention 
is deligation, or retaining the parts so joined together. 2798 
W. Blair Soldiers Friend 33 Useful lor the temporary de- 
ligation of wounds. 2857 Dunglison Did. Med. 282 s.v. 
Deligation, * The deligation of wounds formerly embraced 
the application of dressings, &c. . .Deligation is hardly ever 
used now as an English word. 

b. 'i he tying of an artery, etc. with a ligature. 

2840 R. Liston Elem . Surg. n. (ed. 2) 477 For aneurism at 
the angle of the jaw, the point of delegation must in a great 
measure depend on the size of the tumour. 1884 Braitii- 
wajte Retrospect Med. LXXXVIII. 22 Deligation of large 
Arteries by application of two ligatures, and division of the 
Vessel between them. 

II. i* 2 . An unbinding, loosening. Ohs. 

1650 Ashmolk Chym. Collect .* 73 In such a Dissolution 
and naturall Sublimation, there is made a deligation of the 
Elements. 

t Deli'gature. Ohs. [f. L. deligdre (see prec.), 
after ligature : see -drk.] A bandage. 

26x0 Barrough Meth. Physick m. Iii. (1639) 183. He must 
use apt and convenient deligatures and trusses. 

Deligent, obs. form of Diligent. 

Delight (d/foil), sh. Forms: 3-6 delit, (3 
delijfc),4~6 delyt(e, -lite, (5 delytte, 6 dellyte), 
6 - delight. [ME, delit , a. OF. delit {-eit) f ( «* Pr. 
delict, Sp. deleite, It. diletto), f. stem of deliter vb. 
The etymological d elite is found as late as 1 590, 
but earlier in 16th c. it had generally been sup- 
planted by delight , an erroneous spelling after light t 
flight, etc.] 

1 . The tact or condition of being delighted ; 
pleasure, joy. or gratification felt in a high degree. 

a 2223 After , R. 272 So sone so me . .Jet J?ene lust gon in- 
ward & delit waxen, a 1240 Ureistmin Cod. Horn. 201 ]?e 
muchele delit of fiine swetnesse. 4*2340 Cursor M. 8164 
(Fairf.) pai hailsed him wi)> grete delite. ^ <7*386 Chaucer 
Prol. 33 s To lyuen in delit was euere his woae, For he 
was Epicurus owene sone. 1539 Mirr. Mag,, Dk. Clar- 
ence xxxix. In study set his hole delite, 1610 Shaks, Temp. 
m. ii. 145 Sounds, and sweet aires, that giue delight and 
hurt not. *736 Butler Anal. 1. iii. 72 The gratification 
itself of every natural passion must be attended with delight. 
2793 Coleridge Poems, The Rose, He gazed! he thrilled 
with deep delight ! 2860 Tyndall Glac. i.v. 38, I had read 
with delight Coleridge's poem. 

b. Phr. To take or have delight {in a tiring, in 
doing ( to do). 

t To have delight was formerly used as = to desire, Fr, 
avoir envie (see quots. 1470, 1477). 

<77230 Hali Metd. 7 And babbeS mare delit J>erin fien 
anie 06 re habbeS i likinge of j?e worlde. a *30 o Cursor M , 
23339 iCott.) Bot suld f?ai haf a gret delite, To se j?am setlid 
in pair site. <7 *470 Henry Wallace vnr, 2626 The nobill 
king . . Had gret dtlyte this Wallace for to se. 1477 Earl 
Rivers (Caxton) Dictes 1 , 1 had delyte & axed to rede some 
good historye. 2483 Caxton G. de la Tour I) vj, The delite 
that men take in the savour and etyng of them. <42369 
Kingesmyll Confl. Satan (2578.1 49 When he hath a delite 
in that that he doeth. . c 2600 Shaks Sown, xxxvi i. 1 As a 
decrepit father takes delight To see his activ e child do deeds 
of youth. 1652 J. Wright tr. Cajuns' Nature's Paradox 
22 [He] took more delight in Arms than at his Book. 
2726 Adv. Capt. R. Boyle 28 Gardening was what I always 
took delight in. 2875 Jowett Plato ted. 2) HI. 284 The 
branch of. knowledge .. in 'which he takes the greatest 
delight. 

f Hence delight-taking. 

2619 W. Sclater Expos . i Thess (1630) 468 Pleasure or 
delight-taking in the partie loued. 

2 . Anything in which one takes delight, or which 
affords delight ; an object of delight ; a source of 
great pleasure or joy. 

a 1225 Ancr. R . 102 pes cos . . is a swetnesse & a delit of 
heorte. _ 1340 Hampole Pr, Consc, 269 Bot in his delytis 
settes his hert fast, c *400 Maundev. iKoxb.) xv. 66 It es a 
place of delytez. 1398 Shaks,' Merry IV. v. v, 258 Why, 
Sir lohn, do you thinke .. that euer the detiill could haue 
made you ' our delight ? *697 ■ Dryden ' Virg. Past. v. 65 

Daphnis, the Fields Delight. *709 Pope Ess. Crit. *24 Be 
Homer's works your study and' delight. ' 1848' Macaulay 
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Mist. Eng. I. 396 The poetry and eloquence of Greece had 
been the delight of Raleigh and Falkland. 

3 . The quality (in objects) which causes delight; 
quality or faculty of delighting ; charm, delightful- 
ness. Now only poet. 

c 138s Chaucer L. G. W. 1199 Dido, With sadyl red en- 
broudit with delyt. 1500-20 Dunbar Thistle 4- Rose 145 No 
flour is so perfyt, So full of vertew, plesans and delyt. c 1600 
Shaks. Sonn. cii. 22 Sweets grown common lose their dear 
delight. 1662 Gerbier Princ. 38 The Louver at Paris. . with 
the delight of the annexed Tuilleries. 1804 Wqrdsw. Poem , 
She was a Phantom of delight When first she gleamed upon 
my sight. 

Delight (d/tart), v. Forms : 3-7 delite, 4-6 
delyt©, (4 delytte, 4-5 dilyte, 6 delyt), 6 de- 
lyght, 6- delight, [ME. delite-n, a. OF. delitier 
{-lei tier, -leter, - liter ) ®= Pr., Sp. delectar , Sp., Pg. 
deleitar , It. delettare, dilettare : -L. delectdre to 
allure, attract, delight, charm, please, freq. of deli- 
cere to entice away, allure : cf, Delicious. The 
current erroneous spelling after light, etc. arose in 
the 1 6th c., and prevailed about 1575 : the Bible 
of 1611 occasionally retained delite.'] 

1 . tram. To give great pleasure or enjoyment to ; 
to please highly. Frequently in pass, (const, with, 
at, f in, or with infin.). Also absol. 

, C130Q K. A Us. 5802 So hy ben delited in that art That 
wery ne ben hy neuere cert, c 1374 Chaucer And. 4 Arc. 
266 But for I . . was so besy you to delyte. 1535 Fisher 
Wks. ' i 876) 366 The loue of this game deliteth him so muche. 
2576 Fleming Panopl. E£ist. 151, I am mervelously de- 
lighted with merrie conceites. 1594 Hooker Ecd. Pol. 1, 

( 1676 1 70 The stateliness of Houses . . delighteth the eye. 1673 
Ray journ. L070 C. 395 The Italians are greatly delighted 
in Pictures. 1704 Pope Spring 67 If Windsor-shades delight 
the matchless maid, 1855 Macaulay Hist. Eng. III. 496 
Charles, .was delighted with an adviser who had a hundred 
pleasant . . things to say. 1873 Black Pr. Thule xxii. 37 1 
If the money belonged to me, I should be delighted to keep 
it. 1875 Jowett Plato (ed. 2) I. 476 , 1 was quite delighted 
at this notion. 

b. rejl. = 2. 

1303 R. Brunne HandL Synne 3086 3 yf bon delyte J>e 
oftyn stoundes, Yn horsys, haukys, or yn houndes. C1340 
Cursor M. 1560 (FairfJ A-mong caymys kyn, }>at delitet 
ham al to syn. 1362 Langl. P. PL A. 1. 29 Lot . . Dilytede 
him in dnnke. 1477 Earl Rivers (Caxton) Dictes x 
A gentylman . . whiche gretly. delited hym in alle vertuouse 
. .thynges. x6xx Bible Ps. cxix. 16 , 1 will delight my selfe in 
thy statutes. 1634 Sir T. Herbert Trav. 199 He has many 
Elephants with whose Majestic he greatly delights him- 
selfe. 1 742 Collins Edog. ill. 36 Fair happy maid !. .With 
love delight thee. 1828 DTsraeli Ckas. /, I. v. 95 A life of 
pleasure— to delight himself and to be the delight of others. 

2 . intr. (for refll) To be highly pleased, take 
great pleasure, rejoice : a. in or to do (anything). 

^1225 Auer. R. 52 Etie. . iseih bine weir, & ueng to dehten 
i |?e biholdunge. a 1325 Prose Psalter I[i]. 17 you ne shale 
nou3t deli ten in sacrifices, c 1385 Chaucer L. G. IV. 415 
Yet hath he made lewde folke delyte To seme yow. a 1450. 
Le Marie Artk. 37x7 Suche we haue delyted in, 153$ John 
ap Rice in Four C. Eng. Lett. 33 He delited moche in 
playing at dice and cardes. 1548 Hall Chron . 201 b, An 
Inne, wherein he delighted muche to be. 1605 Shaks. Macb . 
n. Hi. 55 The labour we delight in physicks paine. x6xx Bible 
Ps. Ixviii. 30 Scatter thou the people that delite in warre. 
1634 Sir T. Herbert Trav. x6 They delight to dawbe and 
make their skin glister with grease. . 1710 Steele & Addison 
Tatler No. 254 T 1 There are no Books which 1 more de- 
light in than Travels. 1869 Freeman Norm. Conq. (1876) 
III. xii. 145 The obsolete, titles delighted. in by the Latin 
writers. 1874 Mouley Compromise (1886/39 We know the 
kind of man whom this system delights to honour. 

b. absol. (without const.). 

X393 Gower Conf. III. 243 And she .. So ferforth made 
him to delite Through lust. 1509 Hawes Past. Pleas, x. ii, 
Divers persons in sundry wyse delyght. 

C. transf. of things. 

1577 B. Googe Heresbach's Hush, 1. (1586) 33 b, The Beane 
delighteth in riche and wel dounged ground. 1697 Dampier 
I cy- L hi* 34 The Manatee delights to live in brackish 
Water. ' 1849 Johnston Exp. Agric. 1x6 The hop delights 
in woollen rags. 

1 3 . t ra?ts. To enjoy greatly : —to delight in. 

a X450 Knt. dela Tour (1868) 63 The whiche makithe hym 
to desire and delite foule plesaunce of the synne of lechery. 
1591 Sylvester^ Barias 1. iv. (1641) 34/2 Brave-minded 
Mars . . Delighting nought but Battails, blood, and murder. 
1602 Basse Eleg. h 3 Who lou’d no riot, tho delighted sport. 
1618 J, Smyth Lives Berkeleys (1883) II. 285 Shee often went 
with her husband part of those hunting journeys, delighting 
her crosbowe. 

DeligMaM© (dfbrtab’l), a. rare. [f. De- 
light v. or sb. + -able : 'containing the same ele-' 
ments as the ME. Delitable.] Affording delight 

1871 R. Ellis Catullus xxxiv. xo Queen of mountainous 
heights, of all Forests leafy, deligh table. 

Delighted (d/brted), ppl. a. [f. Delight v. 
and ■. : 

1 . Filled with delight, highly pleased or gratified. 

<2x687 Waller On Bis Majesty's Escape (R.), About the 
keel delighted dolphins play. *857 Lowell Above 4* Below 
1, What health there is In the. frank Dawn's delighted eyes. 

f 2 L Endowed or attended with delight; affording 
delight, delightful. Ohs, ■ ■ 

With' the first quoLcC Delightful^, ' quot x6oo. 

- 1603 Shaks. Meas. for M. m. h . xgi ■ This ' sensible ■ warme 
motion tO' become A kneaded clod ; and the delighted sprit 
To bath in fierie floods, or to recide In thrilling region of 
thicke-ribbed ice, '1604 — : Oik. r, iii. 290 If. Yertue no de- 
lighted Beautie lacke. 1634 Sir T. Herbert Tram. 104 By 
supping a delighted cup of extreame poyson. " 1667 Piumatt 


City 4- C. Build. Ded., Your quick and delighted equitable 
dispatch of such Differences as have come before you. 1747 
Collins Passions 30 But thou, O Hope . . What was thy 
delighted measure ? 

Delightedly, adv. [-lt 2 .] In a delighted 
manner. 

x8oo Coleridge Piccalom. 11. iv, Delightedly dwells he 
’mong fays and talismans. 1879 Geo. Eliot Theo. Such ix. 
161 A man delightedly conscious of his wealth. 

Delighter (dnartsi). [-ee.] One who de- 
lights ; one who takes delight in (anything). 

a 1677 Barrow Serm. Wks. 1687 I. xvii. 250 A delighter 
in telling bad stories. 17x5 Land. Gaz. No. 5360/9 All 
Persons that are delighters in Plants and Flowers. 1705 
Stanhope Paraphr. II. 366 To draw a greater Guilt, upon 
the Delighter in, than upon the Commiter of, them. 

Delightful (dfbrtful), a. Also 6 delyte-, 
delite-. [f. Delight {delite') sb. + -ful.] 

1. Affording delight; delighting; highly pleas- 
ing, charming. 

1530 Palsgr. 309/2 Delytefull, that moche delyteth, de- 
lite ux. 1553. T, Wilson Rhet. (1580} 3 ma-rg., Oratours 
muste use delitefull wordes and saiges. 1590 Spenser F. Q. 
1. iv. 4 Goodly galleries . . Full of faire windowes and de- 
lightful bowres. 1659 1 ^* Bell Impr. Sect To Rdr. A vij, 
What delightfuller thing canst thou read than a Theam or 
Subject of the Sea. 1667 Milton P. L. 1. 467 Rimmon, 
whose delightful Seat Was fair Damascus. 1779 Cowper 
Lett. 31 Oct., Was there ever anything so delightful as the 
music of the Paradise Lost 1 ? 1848 Dickens Dombey xxxv, 

That delightfullest of cities, Paris. 1870 Lowell Study 
Wind. (1871) x One of the most delightful books in my 
father’s library. 

' + 2. Full of or experiencing delight; delighting 
in, delighted with. Obs. 

a 1569 [see Delightfully 2]. 1576 F leming Panopl. Epist. 
392 Shake off that delightful! desire whiche you have to be 
conversaunt in the Citie. x6oo C. Sutton Learn to Die 
(1634) 16 Too chilling a doctrine for our delightful dispo- 
sitions. 1602 Daniel Hymen's Tri. v. i, We are glad to see 
you thus Delightful. 1687 A. Lovell Bergerac's Com. Hist . 
aaThe Nymph Eccho is so delightful with their Airs. 

Delightfully (dilartfuli), adv. [f. prec. + 

-LY 2 .] 

1. In a delightful manner ; in a way that affords 
delight ; charmingly. 

1580 Sidney Arcadia 1. (R.), The flock of unspeakable 
virtues, held up delightfully in that best builded fold. 1625 
Bacon Ess . Gardens (Arb.) 558 Those which Perfume the 
Aire most delightfully. 1788 Mad. D ’Arblay Diary 2 Jan., 
My dear father was delightfully well and gay. 1848 C. 
Bronte J. Eyre yen. (1873) 160 She sang delightfully : it was 
a treat to listen to her. 1865 Mrs. Carlyle Lett. III. 281 
The air to-day is delightfully fresh, 
f 2. With experience of delight, delightedly. 
<2x569 Kingesmyll Confl. Satan (1578) 7 It must shutte 
up thine eyes from delightfully seeing sin. 1678 Wanley 
IVond. Lit. World Ded. Aij, These things I have many 
times delightfully considered of, 1749 C. Wesley Hymn , 
* Forth in Thy Name For Thee delightfully [to] employ 
Whatever Thy bounteous grace hath given. 

Delightfttlness (dHartfulnes). [f. as prec. 

+ -NESS.] 

1. The state or quality of being delightful. 

X579 Lyly Euphues (Arb.) 49, I hope the delightfulnesse 
of the one wil attenuate the tediousnesseof the other. 2674 
Playford Skill Mus. 1. 59 Which Murick, by its Variety 
and Delightfulness, allayeth the Passions. 1777 Sir W. 
Jones Ess. i. 163 The delightfulness of their climate. 1831 
Greville Mem. Geo. IV (1875) II. xv. 182, Admiration of 
the beauty and delightfulness of the place. 

1 - 2. Of persons ; The state of being delighted or 
of feeling delight. Obs. 

1580 Sidney Arcadia (1613) 148-9 But our desires’ tyran- 
nicall extortion Doth force vs there to set our chiefe delight 
fuinesse Where but a baiting-place is all our portion. 2608 
Mach in Dumb Knt. iv. i, The Queen is all for revels; her 
high heart . . Bestows itself upon delightfulness. 

Delighting (dzTM'tiq), vbl. sb. [-ING I.] The 
action of the verb Delight ; delectation. 

a 1325 Prose Psalter xv. 1 1 Delitynges ben in by ri3t honde 
vnto be ende. 1500-20 Dunbar Poems (x 893) 3x1/34 Bettir 
war leif my paper quhyte, And tak me to vthir delyting. 
1581 Sidney A pel. Poeirie (Arb.) 37 Beautifying it both for 
further teaching, and more delighting, 2640 Sir R. Baker 
in Spurgeon Treas. Dav. Ps. Ixxxiv. a His Tabernacles . . 
must needs work in me an infinite delighting. 

DeH*gkfcing, ppl- a- [~ing 2 .] That delights 
(in the different senses of the verb), 

1563 Form of Medit. in Liturg. Serv. Q. Eliz. (2847) 504 
With wines, spices, silks, and other vain costly delighting 
things. 1599 T. M[oufet] SUkwormes 20 Full of delighting 
change/and learning greate, 18x4 Forgery lv. ii. Let me 
. .praise Heaven for the delighting pledge. 

Hence Deli-gJxtingly adv. 

160 2 Carew Cornwall 232 b, A' walk which .. my selfe 
haue oftentimes deiightingly scene. 1660 Jer. Taylor Duct. 
Dubit. iv. i. (RA Though he did not consent clearly and 
deiightingly to Seguiri’s death. 1836 New Monthly Mag. 
XLYI. 425 Readers who deiightingly' believe, that [etc.]. ■ . 
DeHgMless (dzTsi-tles), a. [-LESS.] Void 
of delight ; affording no delight (The opposite 
of deligktfuL') 

: *580.. 'Sidney' Arcadia- in. (1622) 287 Turning away her 
feeble sight, as from a deligh tlesse object ; C1750 Shenstone 
Elegies xL 8 And we, delightiess, left to wander home I 
*850 Blackie AEschylus II. 16 For this thou shalt keep 
watch On this delightless rock. 

Delightsome (dnartsfe), a. Also 6 delyt-, 
delite-7 [f. Delight sb. +-sume.] ** Delightful. 
(In 1 7 th c. in frequent use ; now only literary.) 


1500-20 Dunbar Poems Ixiv. 2 Delytsum Iyllie of everie 
lustynes. 1576 Fleming Panopl. Epist. 409 Up and about 
the pleasaunt and delightsome hilles. x6ot Weever Mirr. . 
Mart. 3£j b, Daie is delightsome in respect of night. x 6 xx 
Bible Mai. iii. 12 Ye shall be a delightsome land. 2697 
Dampier Voy. I. xvi. 454 The whole Town was very clean 
and delightsome. 1760 Sterne Se?'nt. x. (1773/ 64 When he 
reflected upon this gay delightsome structure. 1844 MrsI 
Browning Vision of Poets, A mild delightsome melancholy* 
1878 Shairp in Contentp. Rev. 685 All who care to visit. 
that delightsome land (the Scottish Border], x %a Field xg 
Nov. 770/x This delightsome, if quick-fleeting, season. 

Deli'ghtsomely, adv. [f. prec. + -ly 2 ] In 
a delightsome manner ; delightfully, joyously. 

2576 Fleming Panopl. Epist. 227 The grassehopper . . was 
delightsomly disposed. 7600 Surflet Countrie Farme vii. 
lxi. 892 The misken . . singeth sweetly and delightsomely. 
a 1603 T. Cartwright Cotfut. Rhem. N. T. fx6i8) 84 A man 
is willingly, desirously, and delightsomly holden vnder sinne. 
1885 Tennyson Balin 4 * Balan, I have not lived my life 
delightsomely. 

Delrghtsomeiiess. [f. as prec. + -ness.] 
— Delightfulness. 

7576 Fleming Panopl L Epist. 439 The delightsomnesse of 
his behaviours. 1679 T. Siden Hist. Sevarites 11. i, A little 
Town called by the Inhabitants Cola, from the delightsom- 
ness of the place. x 856 Ruskin Crown Wild Olive 1, 72 To 
repent into delight and delightsomeness. 1883 J. Parker 
Tyne Ch. 334 Tell a stone-deaf man what music is ; dwell on 
its delightsomeness. 

+ DeTiglble, a. Obs. [f. L, delig-ere to choose 
+ -ble.] Worthy to be chosen, desirable. 
x68o Hollingworth Petti t . % Marketman xx Those joys 
and pleasures which render humane life any ways deligible. 

•f Deli’gnate, V. nonce-wd. ■ [f. De~ II. i + 
L. lign-um wood.] trims. To deprive of wood. 

2655 Fuller Ch. Hist. ix. iii. § 34 Dilapidating (or rather 
delignating his Bishoprick, cutting down the woods thereof }. 

t JDelrmate, v. Obs.— 0 [f. stem of L. delimtit- 
tis filed off, f. De- I. 2 + li mare to file.] 

1623 Cockeram, D climate, to file or shaue from off a 
thing. 1656 in Blount Glossogr. 

Delimit (delimit), V. fa. F. dilimit-er (1773, 
in Hatzf.), ad. L. dellmitdre to mark out as a 
boundary, f„ De- I. 3 + limitare to bound, limes , 
llmit-em boundary, limit.] trails. To mark or de- 
termine the limits of; to define, as a limit or 
boundary. 

1852 Gijvdstone Glean. IV. v. 144 Other nations are to 
delimit for themselves the possessions and status of the 
clergy. 1885 Times xo^ Apr. 9 The question of delimiting 
the Russo- Afghan frontier. 

Delimitate (dilrmitek), v. [f. ppl. stem of 
L. dellmitdre : see prec.] - prec. 

1884 Manch. Exam. 3 Dec. 5/5 The territory of the Asso- 
ciation as delimitated on. an: appended map, 1891 Times xB 
May, The Commission to. delimitate the frontier between 
Burmah and Siam. 

Delimitation (d/limit<F**jbn). [a. F. dilimi - 
tatian (1773 in Hatzf.), n.of action from delimiter 
to Delimit.] The action of delimiting ; the fact 
j of being delimited ; determination of a limit or 
boundary; esp. of the frontier of a territory. 

1836 Sir H. Taylor Statesman xvi. 1x6 The delimitation of 
those bounds within which a statesman’s dispensation should 
be confined. 1868 Gladstone Juv. Mundi iv. (1869) no 
They [territorial names] came to signify districts of fixed and 
known delimitation. 1884 Leeds Mercury 13 Mar., The de- 
limitation of the frontier of Turkestan and Kashgar. 

Belimitativ© (diTrmittfitiv), a. [f. delimitdt- t 
ppl. stem of dellmitdre to Delimit h- -ive.] Hav- 
ing the function of delimitation. 

1887 Spectator 3 Sept. 1x71 A Delimitative Commission is 
to mark out the frontier. 

Delimitize : see De- II. i. 
f Delime, V. Obs. Also 6 delyne, [ad. L. 
delined-re : see Delineate. Cf. Aline v., and mod, 
F. (Blinder ( Littre).] Irons. To mark out by lines ; 
to outline, sketch; « Delineate v, 1 , a. 

1589 Ive Fortif. 36 Proceede as in the delyning of a bul- 
wark e. <22734 North :Exam. (1740) 523' A certain Plan 
had been defined out for a farther Proceeding. 

DeliueaMe (di'li*nz 1 ab 7 l), a. rare , [f. L. de- 
lined-re to Delineate: see -ble.] Capable of 
being delineated. 

x 66 x Feltham Resolves, Lusoria, etc. Lett, xvii. 85 In 
either Vision there is something not delineable. 
t Belineament (dni-nz/am^nt). Obs. [f. L. 
delined-re : see -ment ; cf. lineament .] The action 
of delineating, or an instance of this; delinea- 
tion. 

. 1593 Nashe Christ's T. (1613) 57 The delineament of 
wretchedness^. ' 2612 Selden Drayton '' s Paly-clb. xi. Notes 
1 81 For similitude of delineaments .and composture. 1653 
H. More AntidL Ath..xt,- v.'.fiyia) 52 The more rude and 
careless, strokes and delineaments of Divine Providence. ■ 

Delrneate, ppl- arch- or poetic . ' [ad. L. 
delinedt-us, pa. pple. of delinedre : see next.] De- 
lineated ; traced out, portrayed, described, etc. 
(Also used as a participle.) 

1596 Edm. Ill , ii. ii. 27 Still do I see in him delineate His 
mother’s visage. 1607 Topsell Fonrf. Beasts (1658V 247 
■Such .an even .and ' delrneate proportion.. ■ 76x9 Bainbridge 
Descr. late Comet xx That forme which, . is delineate in the 
planispheare. ' ; . 1773 J. Ross Fratricide v. 5.08: (MS.) . But ; 
where’s the Muse' can give delineate. life. To heavenly Ihyrsa. 
2848 Bailey Fesiits Proem (ed. 3) 7/1 And for the soul of 
man delineate here. 
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Delineat© (di'IimzVt), v. Also 6 delineat, 
6-7 delinia&(e. [f. ppl. stem of L. delineare to 
outline, sketch out, f. De- I. 3 + linear* to draw 
lines, linea line : cf. depict , describe .] 

' 1. trans. To trace out by lines, trace the outline 
of, as on a chart or map. 

*559 W. Cunningham Cosmogr. Glasse 6 Geographic does 
deliniat, and set out the universal earth. x6xa Drayton 
Poly-olb. Ab, The Map, lively delineating to thee every 
mountaine, forrest, river and valley. 1710 Berkeley Princ. 
Hum. Ksurwl. § 127 When therefore 1 delineate a triangle 
on paper. x 85 o Maury Phys. Geog. Sea viii. § 400 Other 
currents . . delineated on [the] Plates. 1870 F. R. Wilson 
Clu Lindisf. 61 The exact position is delineated on the 
plan. . 

2 . To trace in outline, sketch out (something to 
be constructed) ; to outline ; t to make the first 
draught oP (J.). 

1613 R. C. Table Alph. (ed. 3), Delineate , to draw the pro- 
portion of any thing. X64X Milton Ch. Govt ii. (1851) 103 
God. , never intended to leave the government thereof de- 
lineated here in such curious architecture to be patch't after- 
wards, 1670 Marvell Corr. cliv. Wks. 1872-5 II. 338 Not 
willing nor prepared to deliniate his whole proposal!. _ 1764 
Reid Inquiry vi. § 15. 172, I have endeavoured to delineate 
such a process. 1875 Jowett Plato (ed. 2) V. 394 Our laws 
and the whole constitution of our state having been thus 
delineated, 

3 . To represent by a drawing; to draw, por- 
'' tray. 

x6xo Guillim Heraldry nr. vii. ft 660) 130 Plants.. de- 
lineated with lims, sprigs, or branches. 1646 Sir T. Browne 
Pseud. Ep. v, xi, 251 With the same reason they may de- 
lineate old Nestor like Adonis. 1794 Sullivan View Nat. 
1 1 , They were accused of being Anthropomorphites ; deline- 
ating the Almighty as they did with hands, with eyes, and 
with feet. 1863 Grotb Plato I. i. 17 If horses or lions could 
paint, they would delineate their gods in form, like them- 
selves. 

4 . jig. To portray in words; to describe. 

a 1618 Raleigh (J.), It followeth, to delineate the region 
in which God first planted his delightful garden. x68o J. 
Chambeklayne [title), Sacred Poem, Wherein the Birth, 
Miracles, &c. of the Most Holy Jesus are Delineated. 
1791 Boswell Johnson Introd,, When I delineate him with- 
out reserve. 1868 Nettleship Browning Introd. 3 Great 
as is his power in delineating all human passion.^ 

Hence Delineating vbl. sb . ; also attrib. 

1603 Drayton Bar. JVars vi, lx, The Land-skip, Mixture, 
and Delineating;. 1823 J. Badcock Dom. A musem. 142 The 
Delineating Ink. .for delineating upon stone. 

Delineation (dzTin/i^jbn), Also 6-7 deli- 
neation. [ad. L. delineat ion-em, n. of action f. 
delineare , to Delineate. So in F. (Pare, 16th c.).] 
The action or product of delineating. 

1 . The action of tracing out something by lines ; 
the drawing of a diagram, geometrical figure, etc. ; 
concr. a drawing, diagram, or figure. 

X570 Billingsley Euclid 1. ii. n Whereupon follow diuers 
delineations and constructions. 1389 Puttenham Eng, 
Poesie in. iv. (Arb.) 159 Declination , delineation , dimention. 
are scholasticall termes in deede, and yet very proper. 1646 
Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. vi. viii. 314 In the delimations of 
many Maps of Africa, the River Niger exceedeth it about 
ten degrees in length, 1774 J. Bryant Mytho L II. 234 The 
delineations of the sphere have by the Greeks, .been greatly 
abused. x8xx Pinkerton Petral . I. 335 There are generally 
several colours together, and these are arranged in striped, 
dotted, and clouded delineations. 

2 . The action of tracing in outline something to 
be constructed ; a sketch, outline, plan, rough draft. 
Usually^. 

1581 Marbeck Bk. 0/ Notes 939 Painters, .when they in- 
tend to paint a King, first draw out the proportion^ upon a 
table, .a man may by that deliniation. .easely perceiue that 
the Image of a King is there painted. 1678 Cudworth 
Intell. Syst. 132 In the Seed is conteined the Whole De- 
lineation of the Future man. X7*w* Wollaston Relig. Hat. 
6, I call it only a Delineation, or rude draught. 1833 
Marsden Early Purit. 92 Cartwright's bold assertion, that 
the # New Testament contains the exact delineation of a 
Christian church. 

3 . The action or manner of representing an object 
by a drawing or design ; pictorial representation, 
portraiture ; concr. a portrait, likeness, picture. 

1594 Carew Huarte’s Exam . Wits (1616) oo If with a bad 
pensill fee draw ill fauoured shapes, and of bad delineation. 
x<Si5 Crooke Body of Man 17 If Galen would not haue 
Plants and Hearbes painted, .how would hee haue endured 
the delineation of the parts of our body ? x8ox Strutt 
Sports Past. 1. i. 12 This delineation . . taken from a 
manuscript and illuminated early in the fourteenth century. 
1831 Brewster Nat. Magic iv. (1835) 86 We shall have 
phantasms of the most perfect delineation, 

4 . The action of portraying in words. 

1603 Daniel Def. Rhime (1717) 19 In these Delineations 
of Men. 1664 H. More Myst. Iniq. v. ii Let us begin 
then with the delineation of the first member of this hideous 
Mystery. 1781 Cowper Lett. 10 Oct,, My delineations of 
the heart are from my own experience. 1870 Emerson Soc. 
$ Solit.,Bks. Wks. (Bohnj III. 82 Xenophon’s delineation 
of Athenian manners. 

+ 5 . Lineal descent or derivation. Obs. rare. 
x6o6 G. W[oodcocice] tr. Hist. Ivstine 69 b From him, by 
order of delineation and rightfull succession, the kingdom 
discended to Arimba. 

Deliueative (dfli‘nt,<?Hv), a. [f. ppl. stem of 
L, delineare to Delineate +■ -ive.] Pertaining to 
delineation ; tending to delineate, 

189a Clerice Fam. Studies Homer x. 276 The delineative 
inlaying of the Shield of Achilles, 


Delineator (cmi‘nz,rita.i). [agent-n. in L, form 
from delineare to Delineate.] 

1 . One who delineates, sketches, or depicts. 

1782 V. Knox Ess. 52 (R.) We are tempted to exclaim, 
with a modern delineator of characters, ‘Alas, poor human 
nature '. 18x5 W. H. Ireland Scidbbleomania 202 An un- 
biassed delineator of facts. 1865 Wright Hist. Caricature 
vi. (1875) 100 The mediaeval artists in general were not very 
good delineators of form. 

2 . An instrument for tracing outlines. 

1774 Specif, W. Stored s Patent No. 1183 An optical In- 
strument or accurate delineator. 1844 Civ. Eng, A rchit. 
Jrnl. VII. 237 A profile delineator . . Improvements in ap- 
paratus for obtaining the profile of various forms or figures. 

Delineatory (dJli nziatari), a. [f. as prec. : 
see -ory.J Belonging to delineation ; descriptive. 

1834 H, O’Brien Round Towers Ireland 129, I have 
traced from the Irish, .its delineatory name. 

Belineatre-ss (dflimi^’tres). rare. [f. De- 
lineator : see -ess.] A female delineator. 

1876 Daily Nexus 22 Aug. 3 Madame Materna, the de- 
lineatress of BrQnnhtlda. 

t Beli*neature. Obs. [f. ppl. stem of L. de- 
lineare -1- -ure.] Delineation ; description. . 

x6xx Cotgr., Detineature , the same [as Delineation ] ; or, 
a delineature. 1633 Brathwait A read. Pr. Xi.93.ln the 
delineature of those features. 1659 A. Loveday in R. Love- 
day’s Lett. (1663} A vj a, Without any other additional de- 
lineature. 

f Delrniment. Obs. [ad. L. deliniment-um , 
f. delin delhiire . ] 

1727 Bailey vol. II, De liniment, a mitigating orasswaging. 
f Delini*tioil a Obs. rare [irreg. f. L. de- 
li nere to besmear (ppl. stem dilit -) : see -tion.] 
The action of smearing. 

1664 H. More Myst. Iniq. xviii. 68 The Definition also of 
the Infant's Ears and Nostrils with the Spittle of the Priest, 
f Delrnque, v. Obs . rare~°. [ach L. delin- 
n-ere to fail, be lacking, be at fault, offend, f. De- 
. 3 + linquere to leave: so F. dilinque-r (15th c. 
in Littre).] (See quot.) 

1623 Cockeram it., To Leaue, delmque. 

f Belrnquence, Obs. [ad. L. delinqumtia 
(Tertuliian V f- delinquent-em , Delinquent a . : 
see -ence.] The fact of being a delinquent ; cul- 
pable failure in duty. 

1682 Address fr. Herefordxxx Lond.Gaz. No. X695A Prayers 
. .and. .Vows of Allegiance, .are the best Offerings we have 
to attone Heaven for our Delinquence. X779-81 Johnson 
L. P. f Pope Wks. IV. 103 All his delinquences observed and 
aggravated. 1832 B lac Aw. Mag. XXXI. 390 Rights . . are 
to be sacrificed without either proved delinquence or tendered 
compensation. 

Delinquency (dilrqkwensi). [f. as prec. : see 

-ENCY.] 

1 . The condition or quality of being a delinquent ; 
failure in or neglect of duty ; more generally, vio- 
lation of duty or right ; the condition of being 
guilty, guilt. 

1648 Articles 0/ Peace xxvii. in Milton’s Wks. (1 851! II., 
In case of Refractories or Delinquency, [they] may distrain 
and imprison, and cause such Delinquents to be distrained 
and imprisoned, a 16S1 Fuller Worthies (1840) III. 80 
Such as compounded for their reputed delinquency in our 
late civil wars. 1731 Smollett Per. Pic. (1779' II. 1 , 112 
They were old offenders in the same degree of delinquency. 
1754 Richardson Grandison (1781) II. xxviii, 256 , 1 know 
not any act of delinquency she has committed. 1892 Sir 
H. H. Lopes in Law Times Rep. LXVII. 142/1 There must 
be moral delinquency on the part of the person proceeded 
against. 

b. (with jl.) An act of delinquency ; a fault, sin, 
of omission ; an offence, misdeed. 

1636 G. S andys Paraphr. Job (J.), Can Thy years deter- 

mine like the age of man That thou should’st my delin- 
quencies exquire ? 1631 G. W. tr. Cowells Inst. 209 From 

these Delinquencies proceed greater crimes. 1834 Emerson 
Lett. $ Soc. A ims % Comic Wks. { Bohn S II I. 205 The yawning 
delinquencies of practice. 1876 Grant Burgh Sch . Scott. 
it. v. X75 If delinquencies be committed in the playground, 
they may be reported to the masters. 

Delinquent (d/li'qkwent), a. and sb. [ad. L. 
delinquent- em } pr. pple. of delinquere\ see De- 
lin que and -ent. Caxton used a form in -aunt, a. 
F. dilinquanty pr. pple. of dtlinquer . ] 

A. adj. Failing in, or neglectful of, a duty or 
obligation; defaulting; faulty; more generally, 
guilty of a misdeed or offence. 

X603 Holland Plutarch's Mor. 93 Having offended or 
being delinquent in any duetie. x6xx Speed Hist. Gt . Brit. 
ix, viii. (1632) 562 Whensoeuer one Prince is delinquent 
against another, a 1640 J. Ball A nsvu. to Can i. (1642) 26 
The Ministerie may be lawfull, though in many particulars 
delinquent and deficient. 1709 Sacheverell Serm. 15 Aug. 
4 He stands delinquent. X824 W. Irving T. Tram. I. 276 
A delinquent school- boy. 1891 Daily News 5 Feb. 5/4 What 
are * delinquent parishes ’ ? . .parishes that have a provoking 
habit of neglecting to hand over the sums that are due from 
them on account of the relief of the poor. 

b. iransf. Of or pertaining to a delinquent. 

1637 Burton's Diary (1828) II. 129 A purchaser of this or 
any other delinquent^ lands. 1889 Bruce Plant. Negro 2x8 
Sold out by the public auctioneer for delinquent taxes. 

B. sb, 1 . One who fails in duty or obligation, a 
defaulter ; more generally, one guilty of an offence 
against the law, an offender. 

2484 Caxton Chivalry 34 To punysshe the t respacers and 
delynquaunts. 1605 Shaks. Mack in. vi. 12 Did he not 
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straight In pious rage, the two delinquents teare? 1638 
Baker tr. Balzac's Lett. (1654) II. n. 6x When the Delin- 
quent concurs in opinion with the judge. 1709 Steele & 
Swift Tatler No. 74 F 10 Where Crimes are enormous, the 
Delinquent deserves little Pity. 1836 H. Coleridge North, 
Worthies (1852) I. 50 Severe prosecution of delinquents. 
1865 Livingstone Zambesi xx. 410 This deliberation how- 
ever gave the delinquents a chance of escape. 

2 . Eng. Hist, A name applied by the Parlia- 
mentary party to those who assisted Charles I or 
Charles II, by arms, money, or personal service, 
in levying war, 1642-1660. 

The term was exhaustively defined by an Order of 27 
March, 1643. As it practically included all Royalists, It 
became in common parlance almost synonymous with 
Cavalier. 

1643 Ordinance o/Parlt. April x Preamb., That the estates 
of such notorious Delinquents, as have been the causes or 
Instruments of the publiek calamities, .should be converted 
and applyed towards the supportation of the great charges 
of the Commonwealth, c 1643 Ballad ‘ A Mad World ’ in 
7 'he Rump 1. (1662) 48 A Monster now Delinquent term'd 
He is declared to be, And that his lands, as well as goods, 
Sequestered ought to be, 1647 Clarendon h ist. Reb. ni. 
(1702) I. 212 Hereupon, they [the Commons] call'd whom 
they pleased, Delinquents. 1648 D. Jenkins Wks. 7 A De. 
linquent is he who adhears to the Kings Enemies ; Com. 
Sur. Liiil. 261. This shewes who are delinquents. 1670 
Moral State Eng. 21 The bleeding estates of unhappy de- 
linquents. 1761-2 Hume Hist. Eng. (18 06) IV, liv. 169. 

Delrnquenfcly, adv. rare~°. [f. prec. + -ly 2 ,] 
In a delinquent maimer ; so as 10 fail in duty. 

1864 in Webster. 

t Delrnqmsll, V. Obs. [f. L. delinquere (see 
Delinque), after relinquish. (OF. had a rare di- 
linquir ** ddlinquer : so Pr. and Sp. delin quiri)\ 
intr. To fail in duty or obligation ; to be guilty of 
a delinquency. 

x6o6 J. King 42?/* Serm. Hampton Crt. 13 Must all be re- 
moued . . because some had delinquished ? 

f DeH'nqmshment. Obs. [f. prec. + -ment.] 

1 . Failure in duty ; a fault, offence, delinquency. 

1393 Nashe Christ's T. 23 a, Thou shall be my vninrio- 

cence, and whole summe of delinquishment. 1633 T. Adams 
Exp. 2 Peter ii. 1 Suff ering for our delinquishments, 

2 . = Relinquishment, i bombastic nonce-use.) 

1603 Dkkker Grissil (Shaks. Soc.i 21 Though to my discon- 

solation, I will oblivionize my love to the Welsh widow, and 
do here proclaim my delinquishment. 

t Beiiqiiate, v. Ghent. Obs. [f. ppl. stem of 
L. deliqua-re trans. to clear off, clarify (a liquid), 
f. De- I. 3 -i- liqudre to liquefy, melt, dissolve.] 

1 . trans , To dissolve (in a liquid), melt down. 

1673 Ray Journ. Low C. 273 It seemed, .to have a mixture 

of Sulphur and fixt salt deliquated in it. 

2. intr. To deliquesce. 

x66o Boyle Conln. New Exp. 1. (x682'> 37, I caused an un- 
usual Brine to be made, by suffering Sea-salt to defiquate in 
the moist air. x68o — Exp, Chem. Princ. 1. 5 Salt of Tartar 
left in moist Cellars to defiquate. xSoo Med. Jrnl. IV. 373 
A salt crystallized in small needles, easily deliquating. 

Hence De ‘liquated ppl. a. 

1673 Evelyn Terra 1x729) 9 Precipitated by deliquated 
Oil of Tartar. 1691 Ray Creation 1. 5,1704) 50 Oil of Vitriol 
and deliquated Salt of Tartar. 

t BeHq[Ua*tion. Obs. [n. of action f. prec. : 
see -ation.J The process of deliquating; deli- 
quescence. 

i 6 zz Woodall Surg. Mate Wks. (1653) 264 Sometimes 
digestion needful is, and deliquation too. Ibid. 270 Deli- 
quation is the liquation of a concrete ms salt, powder cal- 
cined, &c.) set in an humid and frigid place . . that it flow, 
having a watery form, 1637 in Phys. Diet. 

t Beli*que. Obs. rare. [ad. L. deliquium : see 
below ; cf. reliquel\ » Deliqitum I 1 ; failure. 

1643 Rutherford Tryal Tri, Faith (1845 > 71 It cometh 
from a delique in the affections . . that there is a swooning 
and delique of words. 

Belit|U©5&ce (delikwe*s), v. [ad. L. deliquesc- 
2re to melt away, dissolve, disappear, f. De- 1 . 3 + 
liquesegre to become liquid, melt, inceptive of 
liquere to be liquid, clear, etc.] intr, 

1 . Chem. To melt or become liquid by absorbing 
moisture from the air, as certain salts. 

1756 C. Lucas Ess. Waters 1 , 14 They attract the humidity 
of the air, and^ deliquesce, or run liquid. 1780 Phil. Trans, 
LXX. 349 This pot-ash . . deliquesces a little in moist air. 
1876 Page Adv a. Text-bk. Geol. xvi. 299 Pure chloride of 
sodium is not liable to deliquesce. 

b. Biol. To liquefy or melt away, as some parts 
of fungi or other plants of low organization, in the 
process of growth or of decay. 

1836-9 Todd Cycl. Anat. II. 953 [The brain’s] disposition 
to deliquesce when exposed - .to the air. ' *872 Oliver Elem. 
Bat. n. 292 [Fungi] often deliquesce when mature. 1882 
Vines Sachs' Bot. 272 Zoogonidia which are set' free 
by the wall of the mother-cell becoming gelatinous and 
deliquescing. 

2 . gen. To melt away {lit. and jig*). (Mostly 
humorous or affected.) 

1838 O. W. Holmes Ant. Break/. -t. xi. (1891) 256, I have 
known, several very genteel idiots whose whole vocabulary 
had deliquesced into some half dozen expressions, x86o — * 
Elsie V. 107 Undue apprehensions . . of Its tendency to de- 
liquesce and resolve itself . . into puddles of creamy fluid, 
xftjt Jowett Plato 1 . 436 If while the man is alive the body 
deliquesces and decays. 

Hence Deliquescing vbl. sb. and ppl. a, 

X79X Phil. Trans, LXXXI. 330 Some of the deliquescing 
part of the mass. 
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Deliquescence (delikwe*sens). [f. Deliques- 
cent : see -knob. (So mod.F. 1792 in Hatzf.)] 
The process of deliquescing or melting away; esp. 
the melting or liquefying of a salt by absorption of 
moisture from the air. 

1800 Henry Epit. Chem. (1808) 118 This change is termed 
deliquescence. 1839-47 Todd Cycl. Anat. 111 . 503/2 The 
nucleated cells . . gradually disappear by a kind of solution 
or deliquescence. . 1863 Hawthorne Our Old Howe (1883) 

I. 259 The English .. hurry to the seaside with red, per- 
spiring faces, in a state of combustion and deliquescence. 

fig- 1881 Spectator 19 Mar. 3 73 The deliquescence ., of 
beliefs. 

b. concr. The liquid or solution resulting from 
this process. 

1756 C. Lucas Ess. Waters I, 148 This deliquescence or 
solution always has an acrid taste. 2860 O. W. Holmes 
Poems , De Sauty, Drops of deliquescence glistened on his 
forehead. 

Belique scene J (delikwe*sensi). rare . [f, as 
prec. + -jency. j The quality of being deliquescent ; 
tendency to deliquesce. 

175S C. Lucas Ess. IVaters II. 42 Some attribute this de- 
liquescency of salt to the redundance of an alcali. 2860 
JRuskin Mod . Paint . V. vi. vii. § 3. 53. 

Deliquescent (delikwe*senr, a. [mod. ad. L. 
deliquescent-em , pr. pple. of deliqueseire to Deli- 
quesce. So in mod.F. (1783 in Hatzf.).] 

1 . Chem . That deliquesces ; having the property 
of melting or becoming liquid by absorption of 
moisture from the air. 

1791 Edin. New Disp. 381 Mild fixed alkali is. .consider- 
ably deliquescent. 1812 6 J. Smith Panorama Sc. $ Art 

II. 482 A salt is deliquescent, when it has a greater attrac- 
tion for water than the air, as it will in that case take water 
from the air. 1845 Darwin^ Voy, Nat. iv. (1873) 66 Those 
salts answer best for preserving cheese which contain most 
of the deliquescent chlorides. 

2 . a. Biol. Melting away in the process of growth 
or of decay : see Deliquesce i b, 

1874 Cooke Fungi 28 It is very difficult to observe the 
structure of the hytnenium, on account of its deliquescent 
nature. 

b. Bot. Branching in such a way that the main 
stem or axis is, as it were, dissolved in ramifications. 

r 86S Treas. Bot.. Deliquescent . . as the head of an oak 
tree, 1880 Gray Struct. Bot . iil § 3. 49 Thus the trunk is 
dissolved into branches, or is deliquescent, as in the White 
Kirn. 

3 . humorously. Dissolving (in perspiration L 
1837 Syd. Smith Let. Singleton Wks. 1859 1 L 294/1 Strid- 
ing over the stiles t;> Church, with a second-rate wife— dusty 
and deliquescent— and four parochial children, full of cate- 
chism and bread and butter, a 1876 M. Collins Pen 
Sketches I. 280 The dusty and deliquescent pedestrian. 

t Deli*quiate, v. Chem . Obs. [irreg. f. L. 
deliqudre (Deli qu ate), or f. Deliquium 2 .j intr . 
= Deliqu ate 2, Deliquesce. 

2782 Wedgwood in Phil. Trans. LXX. 323 No crystal- 
lization was formed : the dry salt, .deliquiated in the air. 
1810 Henry Elem. Chem. (1840) II. 397 Urea..deliquiates, 
when exposed to the air, into a thick brown liquid. 1854 J. 
Scoffern in Orr's Circ. Sc. Chem. 24 Other salts . . become 
liquid, or de Herniate. 

t D©liquiation. Obs. [n. of action from 
prec.] — Deliquescence. 

178a Wedgwood in Phil. Trans. LXX. 324 A salt, .which 
, .would have crystallized long before the alkali became dry, 
or remained after its deliquiation. 
f Deli'quity. Obs. [f. L. de/iqu-us lacking, 
wanting + -m* : cf. obliquity ] Delinquency, guilt. 

169a Christ Exalted § 158 Christ, .hath infinitely more 
Holiness than our sins have of Deliquity or Malignity in 
them. 

Deliquium 1 (dilrkwizhn). arch. [L. deli- 
quium failure, want, f. delinqufre (deliqu -) ; see 
Delinque, Delict, and cf. Delique.] 

1 . Failure of the vital powers ; a swoon, fainting 
fit. Also fig. 

[1597 J. King On Jonas (1864) 180 Stanf.i His soul forsook 
him, as it were, and there was deliquium animaei] 1621 
Burton Anat. Mel. 1. hi 1. ii, He. .carries Bisket, Aquavitse, 
or some strong waters about him, for fear of deliquiums. 
2681 Glanvill Sadducismus 14 Strange things men report 
to have seen during those Deliquiums. 1746 Brit. Mag. 
202 He. .was seiz’d with a sudden Deliquium. 2867 Car- 
lyle Return. (1881) II. 20 Jeffrey, .bewildered the poor jury 
into temporary deliquium or loss of wits. 

J 2 . A failure of light, as in an eclipse. Obs 
'.1647'CRASBAW Poems 1.60 Forcing his sometimes eclipsed 
face to be A long deliquium to the light of thee. 1663 J. 
Spencer Prodigies (1665) 5 The strange deliquium of Light 
in the Sun about the death of Cmsar. 2671 Shadwell 
Humorists lit, .33, I have, suffer’d .a Deliquium, viz. .an 
Eclipse. 

8. Confused with Deliquium as if = melting 
away, or state of having melted away : usually fig 
a t 711 Ken Psyche Poet. Wks. 2.722 IV. 282 Pier PowVs in 
Liquefaction soft exhal’d, She into amorous Deliquium falls. 
2837 Carlyle Fr. Rei>. (1857) I. 1. vn. viii. 222 The As- 
sembly melts, under such pressure, into deliquium ; or, as it 
is officially called, adjourns. 2858 — Fredk.Gt, (2865) I. iv, 
v, 312 Stalwart sentries were found 'melted into actual de- 
liquium of swooning. 

4 Beli'quinm 2 , '■ Obs. .' [L. deliquium 'flowing 
down, dropping down, f. deliqudre'. see Deli- 
quate.] * Deliquescence. 

2641 French Distill, i. (1652) 9 . Deliquium, is the_ dissolv- 
ing of a hard body into a liquor, as salt , . in a moist, cold 


place. 1654 Whitlock Zootomia 407 Death is a pre- 
paring Deliquium, or melting us down into a Menstruum, 
fit for the Chymistry of the Resurrection to work on. 1727- 
52 Chambers Cycl. s. v., Salt of tartar, or any fixed alcali, 
set in a cellar, .runs, into a kind of liquor, called by the 
chymists, oil of tartar per deliquium. 2823 J. Badcock 
Dom . Anmsem. 46 As much hot oil of tartar, per deliquium, 
as will saturate the acid. 

Beliracy (dzlrrasik rare. [f. Delirate : cf. 
accuracy , piracy , and see -acy .1 Subjection to de- 
lirium : cf. Delirancy. 

2824 Southey Bk. 0/ Ch. (1841) 543 By lunacy, deliracy, or 
apathy. 

Belimment (dilrrament). Now rare. [ad. 
L. delirdment-um , f. delirare : see Delire v., and 
-ment.] Raving, frenzy, insanity ; a craze. 

c 1440 Capgrave Life St. Kath. iv. 1421 That thei calle 
feith, we calle delirament. 2560 Rolland Crt. Venus iii. 
593 He was deiect be daft delyrament. 2605 Bell Motives 
cone. Romish Faith Pref. 12 These and like popish delira- 
ments. 2856 Ferrier Inst. Metaph. vm, v. 229 Some of the 
fashionable deliraments of the day, such as clairvoyance and 
..spirit-rapping. 

t Deli’ranoy. Obs. [f. Delirant or L. dell- 
rdnt-em , corresponding to L. type *deliranlia : see 
-anoy.] Raving, frenzy, madness. 

2659 G auden Tears 208 A Manichean dotage and deli- 
rancy seiseth upon them. 1678 Cudworth Intel/. Syst. 1. 
v. 691 This attempt of his was no other than a plain Deli- 
rancy, or Atheistick Phrenzy in him. a 2734 North Lives 
(1890) III. 144 This was a sort of delirancy. 

Delirant (dHoi**rant\ a. arid sb. [ad. L. de- 
lirant-em , pr. pple. of delirare (see Delire zl), or 
a corresponding F. dflirant (18th c. in Hatzf.), pr. 
pple. of dllirer ] 

+ A. adj. Raving, mad, insane. Obs. 

1600 Lodge in Englands Heliccm Db, Age makes silly 
swaines delirant. 1681 Glanvill Sadducismus 1. (2726) 66 
What can be imagined more delirant and more remote from 
common sense? Hid. yj This Man . . is either delirant and 
crazed, or else plays Tricks. 

B. sb. Med. — Delirifacient. 

2872 Tanner's Mem. Poison Pref. (ed. 3) 8 Neurotics ; sub- 
divided into Narcotics, Anaesthetics, Inebriants, Delirants 
[etc.]. 

t Belrrate, v. Obs. rare — 1 , [f. ppl. stem of 
L. delirare : see Delire v. and -ate 3.] &. trans. 

^Deliriate. b. intr. — Delire 2 . Hence De- 
li-rating///. a. 

1603 Holland Plutarch's Mor. 11. 393 (L.) They say it 
[ivy] hath an infatuating and delirating spirit in it. 2623 
Cocker am, Delirate , to dote. 

Deliration (delir^Jbn). [ad. L. deliration-eni, 
n. of action from delirare : see Delire v.] 

1. Delirium, aberration of mind ; frenzy, madness. 
2600 Hosp. Inc. Fooles 9 Deliration is oftentimes a Symp- 

tome. ; of an feuer. _ Ibid. 10 Frensie being a far more violent 
infirmitie than deliration or dotage. 1668 H. More Div. 
Dial. ii. xiv. (1723) 232 As idely as those that pill Straws or 
tie knots on Rushes in a fit of Deliration or Lunacy. 2840 
Carlyle Heroes v. (2858) 323 An earnestness, .which, .drove 
him into the strangest incoherences, almost delirations. 
2855 Miss A. Manning 0. Chelsea Bun-house iii, 43 Her 
Delirationincessantlyfinding Vent in an incoherent Babble, 
t b . A rendering delirious or temporarily insane. 
1656 H. More Enihus. Tri. (2722) 19 The Effect is the 
deliration of the party after he awakes, for he takes his 
Dreams for. .real Transactions. 

2, fg. Wildly absurd behaviour or speech, as if 
arising from aberration of mind. 

1603 Harsnet Pop. Impost. 27 What a Deliration is this 
in our graue, learned and famous College of . . Physicians ! 
2678 Cudworth Intel/. Syst. 848 The many atheistick hal- 
lucinations or delirations concerning it [cogitation]. 2822 
New Monthly Mag. II. 123 The bombastic deliration of 
Lee’s tragedy, i860 Emerson Cond. Life* Worship 222 In 
creeds never was such levity: witness.. the periodic ‘re- 
vivals*. .the deliration of rappings. 

t Belrre, V. Obs. [ad. L. delirare to be de- 
ranged, crazy, out of one’s wits, orig. to go out of 
the furrow, to deviate from the straight, go off ; f. 
De- X. 2 4- lira ridge, furrow, in ploughing ; with 
sense 2 cf. F. dilirer (in Rabelais, 16 th c.) ‘to 
doat, rave, do things against reason * (Cotgr.).] 

1. intr. To go astray, go wrong, err. 

a 1400 Cov. My st. (1841)204 God wyl be vengyd on man. . 
That wyl nevyr be sehrevyn, but evyrmore doth delyre. 
1560 Rolland Crt. Venus ji. 339 Sa peirt for to delyre Fra 
Venus Court, or thairfra for to gyre ? 1633 T. Adams Exp. 
2 Peter ii. 5 He repents not as man does, for he cannot de- 
lire and err as man does. 

2. To go astray from reason ; to wander in mind, 
be delirious or mad, to rave. 

Xlence Qeli'Tiiig ppl. a. 

1600 Hosp. Inc . Fooles 10 Frantlcke and deliring Fooles. . 
who . . swarue from all sense. 263a Quarles Div, Fancies 
iv. xv. How fresh bloud dotes ! O how green Youth delires ! 
2675 R. Burthogge Causa Dei 196 He aelires, and is out of 
his Wits, that would preferr it [moonlight] before the Sun 
by Day. 

t Deli’rement. Ohs. [a. obs. F. dHirement , 
1 a raving or doating ’ (Cotgr.), ad. L. delirdment- 
um !,] -Delirament. 

1613 H eywood Silver Age it. i, Thus — thou art here, and 
there,— With me, at home, and at one instant both 1 In vain 
are these delirements, and to me Most deeply incredible. 
1637 — Dial. iv. Wks. 1874 VI. 179 With fond delirements 
let him others charme. 1633 T. Adams Exp. 2 Peter i. 4 
This delirenxent never came into the holy apostles' minds. 


Deliria, occas. pi. of Delirium. 

Deliriaut (dfli-riant), a. and sb. Med. [f. De- 
lirium : cf. next/and ansesthesiant i etc.] 

2883 Syd. Soc. Lex., Deliriant , having power to produce 
delirium. Applied to such drugs as henbane, Indian hemp, 
and such like. 

+ Beli'riate, V. Obs. [f. L. deliri-um Deli- 
rium + -ate 8.] trans. To make delirious. 

1658 R. Franck North. Mem. (1821) p. iii, Now so gener- 
ally and epidemically the kingdom was diseased, that de- 
liriated and distracted, they let one another blood, a 1721 
Ken Ckristopkil Poet. Wks. 1721 I. 478 Their Love mis- 
plac’d deliriates their Wit. 

Belirifacie&t (d/lirifF’-Jent). a. and sb. Med. 
[f. JL. delirium , Delirium, delirare to be crazy 4* 
facient-em making.] 

A. adj. Causing or producing delirium. 

B. sb. An agent or substance that produces 
delirium. 

2873 H. C. Wood Therap. (2879) 229 In some .. morphia 
acts as a delirifacient. 

Delirious (dili-rios), a. [f. L. deliri-um + 

-ous.] 

1. Affected with delirium, esp. as a result or 
symptom of disease ; wandering in mind, light- 
headed, temporarily insane. 

2706 Swift Death, of Partridge, The people, .said, he had 
been for some time delirious ; but when I saw him, he had 
his understanding as well as ever I knew. 1751 Johnson 
Rambler No. 153 F 11 He caught a fever, .of which he died 
delirious on the third day. 1804 Abernethy Burg. Obs. 175 
He had gradually become delirious, and. .could scarcely be 
kept in bed. 1871 Sir T. Watson Princ. Physic (ed. 5) I. 
xviii. 350 The patient, complaining probably of his head, 
becomes all at once ana furiously delirious, 

b. Belonging to or characteristic of delirium. 
2703 J. Logan in Pa. Hist. Soc. Mem. IX. 188 In what he 
has wrote to-day one paragraph may appear almost de- 
lirious. 1809 Med. Jrttl. XXI. 435 March 25th . .The whole 
of this day he has talked quite incoherently. .March 26th. 
The same delirious manner has continued all this day. 1874 
Carpenter Ment. Pkys . 1 . i. § 7 (1879) 8 The delirious 
ravings of Intoxication or of Fever. 

2. transf. and fig. a. Characterized by wild ex- 
citement or symptoms resembling those of delirium ; 
frantic, crazed, * mad 

1791 Cowper Iliad xv. 156 Frantic, delirious ! thou art 
lost for ever ! 2829 I. Taylor Enihus. iv. (1867) 77 The 

delirious bigot who burns with ambition to render himself 
the enemy . . of the Church. 2855 Brimlky Ess.. Tennyson 
7 6 Snatcues of song that make the world delirious with 
delight. 

b. Of things, actions, etc. 

1599 Broughton's Lett. iii. 13 You. .charge the High com- 
mission of Atheisme, for calling you to account for your 
delirious doctrine. 1818 Byron Ch, II a r. iv. lxx, How the 
giant element From rock to rock leaps with delirious bound. 
1858 Carlyle Fredk. Gt. (1865) L u. vi. 87 The delirious 
screech, .of a railway train. 

Beli'rionsly, adv. [f. prec. 4 - -ly 2 .] i n a 
delirious manner ; madly, frantically. 

i8ao Byron Mar. Fal. xv. i. 240 Theplague Which sweeps 
the soul deliriously from life 1 1863 E. C. Clayton Queens 
of Song II. 380 They were deliriously dancing, shouting, 
singing. .with the most hilarious gaiety. 

Deli riousness . [f. as prec. + -ness.] The 
state of being delirious; delirium. 

1779-81 Johnson L. P., Pope Wks. IV. 86 Pope, at the 
intermission of his deliriousness, was always saying some- 
thing kind, .of his. .friends, 1782 Heberden Comment, xii, 
Giddiness, forgetfulness, slight deliriousness. 2853 Single- 
ton Virgil I. 268 What such intense deliriousness ? 

Delirium (dflrrimn). PL deliriums, -ia. 
[a L. delirium (Celsus\ madness, derangement, 
deriv. of delirare to be deranged : see Delire vi] 

1. A disordered state of the mental faculties re- 
sulting from disturbance of the functions of the 
brain, and characterized by incoherent speech, hal- 
lucinations, restlessness, and frenzied or maniacal 
excitement. 

1599 Broughton's Lett. xii. 42 It is but the frantlcke de- 
lirium of one, whose pride hath made him (fiptvairarai'. 
1656 Ridgley Bract. Physick 143 The signs are a weak 
Pulse, .delirium. 1670 Cotton Espemon iii. xii. 648 His 
Deliriums had far longer intervals than before. 2707 Floyer 
Physic . Pulse* Watch 357 The Deliria and Melancholic 
Fevers are indicated by this Pulse. 2756 Burke Subl. 4* B. 
Introd. Wks. 1 . 103 Opium is pleasing to Turks, on account 
of the agreeable delirium it produces. 1840 Dickens 
C. Shop xi, In a raging fever accompanied with delirium. 
2872 Sir T. Watson Princ. Physic (ed. 5) 1 . xviii. 360 The 
delirium you will generally find to be not a fierce or mis- 
chievous delirium, but a busy delirium. 

2. fig. Uncontrollable excitement or emotion, us 
of a delirious person ; frenzied rapture ; wildly 
absurd thought or speech. 

1650 Howell Masaniello 1. 226 He had broken out into 
a thousand delirium’s and fooleries. 1709 Steele Tatler 
No. 125 ? 20 Any Free-thinker whom they shall find publish- 
! ing his Deliriums. 1791-1823 D’Israeli Cur. Lit. (1866) 2/1 
Testimonies of men of letters of the pleasurable delirium 
of their researches. 2836 W. Irving Astoria II. 225 He 
jumped up, shouted, clapped his hands, and danced in a de- 
lirium of joy, until he upset the canoe. v 1879 Geo. Eliot 
! Theo. Such xiv. 254 The gorgeous delirium of gladiatorial 
shows. 

Delirium tremens (dzlrrupm trrmenz). [mod. 
Medical Lat. — trembling or quaking delirium.] A 
species of delirium induced by excessive indulgence 


DELIROUS. 

in alcoholic liquors, and characterized by tremblings 
and various delusions of the senses, 

* The term was introduced by Dr. Sutton, in 1813. for that 
form of delirium which is rendered worse by bleeding, but 
improved by op'mm. By Rayer and subsequent writers it 
has been almost exclusively applied to delirium resulting 
from the abuse of alcohol’ {Syd. Soc. Lex.) 

18x3 T. Sutton {title), Tracts on Delirium Tremens, etc., 
etc. 1865 Tvlor Early Nisi. Man. i 6 The fiends which 
torment the victim of delirium tremens. 
fig. 183a Blackiy. Mag. Jan. 123/2 The delirium tremens 
of radicalism, in which the unhappy patient, .imagines him- 
self haunted by a thousand devils, who are not only men 
but Tories. 

f BeliTOHS, a. Obs . [f. L. delir-us doting, 
crazy (f. De- I. 2 + lira ridge, furrow : cf. Delire) 
4 -oos.] -Delirious; crazy, raving. 

1 656 H. More Entkus. Tri. (1712) 33 The rampant and 
delirous Fancies of . - Paracelsus, a 1687 Hid. 54 They that 
deny this true Enthusiasm, do confirm those wild delirous 
Fanaticks in their false Enthusiasm. 1673 Ray Journ. Low 
C. 144 We observed in these Countries more Idiots and de- 
lirous persons than anywhere else, 1722 Phil. Trans. 
XXXII. 25 He became delirous with Convulsions. 

Hence f Deli'rousness. 

*2x687 H. More Antid. Ath. m. ix. Schol. (1712) 174 
Many other circumstances have been told me by them .. 
without the least species or shadow of delirousness. 

t Belrry. Obs. Id. -ies. [ad. L. deliri-um 
Delirium : cf. ministry .] = Delirium. 

1669 Gale Crt. Gentiles 1, n. ii. 18 The deliries, or dreams 
of the Mythologies, touching their Gods. 1677 Ibid. in. 137 
The Deliries or sick Dreams of Origen. 

Delisk, var. of Dulse, a sea-weed. 

Delit, earlier form of Delight. 

+ Beiitabrlity. Obs. In 4 delitabilite, 
dilat-, dilatabilte. [ME. a. OF . dditabletd, f. 
delitable : see next.] Delightfulness, delight. 

<21340 Hampole Psalter Prol, pe dilatabilte of fis gyft. 
Ibid, lx vii 36 In diletabilte of lul c 1340 — Prose Tr. 43 
Gastely joye and delitabilite. 

t BelitaMe, a. Obs. Also 4 delitabill, -byl(l, 
dilitable, diletabile, 4-6 delyt-, 5 delet-, de- 
lite-, deleitable, dylitabile. [ME. a. OF. deni- 
able {dekit- , delet-, delict-), f. delitier to Delight: 

■ cf. Delectable, Delightable.] Affording de- 
light ; delightful, pleasant, delectable. 

c 1290 S. Eng. Leg. I. 220/26 An yle . . pat delitable was 
inou. a 1340 Hampole Psalter Cant. 523 pe notis of luf er 
delitabylest in the melody hut sho shewys. 1362 Langl. 
P. PL A. 1. 32 Dreede dilitable drinke. <71386 Chaucer 
Clerk's T. 6 Wher many a tour and toun thou mnist by- 
holde . . And many anothir delitable [v. rr. de-, dilectable] 
sight, c 1400 Maundev. (Roxb.) xii. 51 Appels faire of 
coloure and delitable to behald. c 1450 M irour Saluacicrun 
660 A delitable floure. c 1500 Lancelot 1738 Thar giftis mot 
be fair and delitable. 1500-20 Dunbar Goldyn Targe 120 
Janus, god of entree delytable. 

+ BelitaMy, cuiv. Obs. [f. prec. + -ly 2 .] 
In a ‘delitable* manner; delightfully, pleasantly. 

c 1340 Hampole Prose Tr. x8 pe name sowunes in his herte 
deltably as it were asaunge. c 1374 Chaucer Booth, iv. i. 
108 Whanne. philosophic hadde songen softly and delitably 
J?e forseide Jringes. <7x425 Wyntoun Cron, vi, v. 56 Hewes 
. .festyd oft delytably. 1450-1530 Myrr. our Ladye 2x0 He 
abydeth . . delytablely with desyre. 
t Belrte, sb. Obs. [A derivative, or expansion, 
of Lite sb., in same sense.] Delay. 

a 1300 Cursor M. 5790 (Gbtt.j par-to sal be na lang dilate 
[Colt, lite, Trin. delay], c 1340 Ibid. 6679 (Fairf.) Dey pai 
salJe wip-out delite [Cott. lite, rime quite, quitte]. 

t Belrte, Cl. Obs. rare. In 5 delyte. fa. OF. 
delit delicious.] Delightful. 

ri43o Lydg. Hors, Shepe $ G. 3 This pascalle Lambe 
with-owte spott. . J>as lambe moste delyte. 

Delite, the earlier form of Delight. 
Delitescence (delite ‘sens), [f. Delitescent: 
see -ence. (In the medical sense used in F. by 
Pare in. 16th cri] 

1 . The condition of lying hid ; latent state, con- 
cealment, seclusion. 

2776 Johnson Lett, to Mrs. Thrale 22 May, To sooth 
him into inactivity or delitescence. 1836-7 Sir W. Hamilton 
Metaph. xxx. (1870) II. 213 The obscuration, the delites- 
cence of mental activities. 

2 . Med. a. ‘ Term applied to the sudden disap- 
pearance of inflammation, or of its events, by reso- 
lution, no other part of the body being affected/ 
b. ‘ The period during which poisons, as those of 
rabies and smallpox, remain in the system before 
they produce visible symptoms ’ (—Incubation). 
Syd. Soc. Lex. 

*835-6.. Tood CycLAnat . I. 513/2 This speedy termination 
of the disease has been called by the French writers delites- 
cence, 1877 Roberts Handbk. Med. (ed. 3) I. 46 Resolution 
may take place very quickly, this being termed delitescence. 
Belite'scency. [f. as prec. : see-wcY.] a. 
The quality of being delitescent, b. ~ prec. 1. 

1696 Aubrey Misc. Introd. (1857) P- xiii. From 1670 to this 
very day. .1 have enjoyed a happy delitescency. 1805 Pref 
to Brathwait's Drunken Barnaby (ed. 5), Republishing this 
facetious little book after a delitescency of near a hundred 
years. 1821 J. L. Adolphus Let. to I-Icber 8 An extra- 
ordinary development of the passion for delitescency. 

Delitescent (delite*sent, dr-), a . [ad. L. deli- 
ieseent-em, pr. pple. of delitescere to hide away, £ 
De- I. 2 + latescere, inceptive of latere to lie hid,] 
Lying hid, latent, concealed. 
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1684 T. Hockin God's Decrees 212 The yertue of those 
means, .may be long delitescent, and lye hid. 1836-7 Sir 
W. Hamilton Metaph. xxx. (1870) II. 2x3 The immense 
proportion of our intellectual possessions consists of our 
delitescent cognitions. 

t Deli-tigate, v. Obs. rare~°. [f. L. delili- 
gdre : see -ate 8.] 

1623 Cocke ram, Delitigate , to skold or chide vehemently. 

Hence Delitiga'tion. 

1727 Bailey vol. II, Delitigation, a striving, a chiding, a 
contending. 

t Delit OUS, a. Obs. Also 5 delytous. [a. 
OF. delitous (Bozon), -eus, f. delit Delight : see 
-ous.] Delightful. 

c 1400 Rom. Rose 90 In this sesoun delytous, Whan love 
affraieth al thing. Ibid. 489 Swich solace, swich ioie, and 
play. .As was in that place delytous. 

BeXrver, a. Obs. or arch. Also 4-7 dely- 
uer(e, (4 delyure, 5 deliuuer, -liuere, -lyyyr, 6 
-liure). [a. OF. delivre, deslivre (cf. It. di 'liber d), 
vbl. adj. from delivrer to Deliver.] 

T 1 . Free, at liberty. Obs. 

<7x305 Edmund Conf. 290 in E. E. P. (1862) 78 He ne 
mi3te him waive fot ne bond : his poer him was binome ; Ac 
delyure he hadde al his J?o3t. 

2 . Free from all encumbrance or impediments; 
active, nimble, agile, quick in action. 

<7 1350 Will. Palerne 3596 Pou3thi man and deliuer in dedes 
of armes. 1375 Barbour Bruce in. 737 Bot the Kingis folk, 
that war Deliuer off fute. 1387 Trevisa Higden < Rolls ) VI. 
289 Delyvere men strong and swyj?er. c 1430 Lydg. Bochas 
m. i. (1554) 70b, Light and deliuer, voyde of al fitness. 
1472 Fasten Lett. No. 696 III. 47 He is one the lyghtest, 
delyverst, best spokyn, fayrest archer. 1530 Palsgr. 309/2 
Delyver of ones ly rames as they that prove mastiyes, souple. 
Delyver, redy, quicke to do any thyng, agile, deliuri. a 1562 
G. Cavendish iFolsey (1827) 141 A number of the most de- 
Hverest soldiers. 1580 Sidney Arcadia (1622) 326 Pyrodes, 
of a more fine and deliuer strength. x6oo Holland Livy 
x xvm. xx. 683 b, Being men light and deliver of bodie. [arch. 
1814 Scott Wav. xlii, Mr. waverley looks clean-made and 
deliver. 1887 Eng. Illust. Mag. Nov. 72 He is the most 
deliver at that exercise I have ever set eyes on.] 
f 8. Delivered (of a child). Obs. 
c 1325 E. E. Atlii.P. B. 1084 Alle hende pat honestly mo3t 
an hert glade, Aboutte my lady watz Lent, quen ho delyuer 
were, c 1325 Metr. Horn. 168 That this abbas suld paynes 
dreght, And be delyuer of hir chylde. <7x400 Maundev. 
(Roxb.)xv. 67 Mary was delyuer of hir chllde vndera palme 
tree. <7 1460 Tcmneley Myst Purif. Mary 117 Ffourty 
dayes syn that thou was Delyuer of thy son. 

Deliver (d/lrvai), vJ Also 3-5 deliure, 3 -6 
delyuer (0, 4 deliuyr, delyuyr, dilyuerle, 4-5 
delyuir(e, 4-6 delyure, diliuer(e, 6 Sc. delywer. 
[a. F. dilivrer, in OF. also deslivrer, =Pr. de-, 
deslivrar , Cat. desliurar , OSp. delibrar, It. dilibe- 
rare late pop. L. deliberare, in Romanic partly 
refashioned as *desllbrare (De- I. 6), used in sense 
of L. liber are to set free, liberate (see Du Cange), 
(In cl. Lat. deliberare had a different sense : see 
Deliberate.)] 

I. 1 . trans. To set free, liberate, release, rescue, 
save. Const, from, out of, J of. f a. To release 
from a place. Obs. (exc. as merged in b, and as a 
traditional phrase in reference to gaol-delivery). 

c 1325 Coer de L, 1x40 Whenne I am servyd off that fee, 
Thenne schal Richard delyveryd bee. <7 1400 Maundev. 
(Roxb.) xi, 45 Scho delyuerd jbe lordes oute of \>e toure. 
1513 More in Grafton Chron. II. 708 The Lorde Stanley 
was delivered out of ward. 1725 De Fob Voy. round World 
(1840) 277 The way turned short east.. and delivered us 
entirely from the mountains, 1768 Blackstone Comm. III. 
134 That they could not upon an habeas corpus either bail or 
deliver a prisoner. 1863 H. Cox Instil, it. x. 534 A com- 
mission of general gaol delivery. 

b. N ow esp. To set free front restraint, immi- 
nent danger, annoyance, trouble, or evil generally. 

a 1225 Ancr. R. 234 Nolde heo neuer enes biseehen ure 
Louerd j?et he allimge deliurede hire }?erof. <7x250 Old 
Kent. Serm. in O. E.Misc. 33 J?et he us deliuri of alle eueles. 
1382 Wyclif Matt. vi. 13 And leede vs nat in to tempta- 
cioun, but delyuere vs fro yuel <7 1386 Chaucf.r Moderof 
God 34 Fro temptacioun deliure me. 1549 Sk. Com, Prayer, 
Litany , From al euill and mischiefe, from synne, from the 
craftes and assaultes of the deuyll ; from thy wrathe, and from 
euerlastyng damnacion : Good lorde deliuer us, x6xx Bible 
1 Sanuyvil, 37 The Lord that delivered me out of the paw 
of the lion., he will deliver me out of the hand of this Philis- 
tine, 1651 Reliq. Wotton. 199 , 1 fell into these thoughts, of 
which there were two wayes to be delivered. 17x9 De Foe 
Crusoe ( 1840)1. xii. 205 God. .had. .delivered me from biood- 
guihiness. 2845 M. Pattison Ess. (1889) 1. 26 Cbilperic was 
delivered from the necessity of inventing any new expedient. 
xSyx R. Ellts Catulluslxxv. 396 Stood in body before them, 
a fainting host to deliver. 

i C. spec. To release or free (any one) from his 
vow, by putting him in a position to discharge it ; 
to accept combat offered by. [So in OF.] Obs. 

? a 1400 Morte A rih. 1688 ^if thowhufe alle the daye, thou 
bees noghte delyuerede. 2470-85 Malory A rthurvn. xiv, I 
care not. .what knyghte soo euer he be, for I shal soone de- 
lyuer hyra. 1475 Bk. Noblesse 77 For to take entreprises, to 
answere or deliver a gentilman that desire in worship to doo 
armes in liestis to the utteraunce, or to certein pointis. 2523 
Ld. Berners Broiss, I. ccclxxiii. 617 Then it was sayd to all 
the knightes there about, Sirs, is there any of you that will 
delyuer this Jknight ?. . Sir WylJiam of Fermyton. .sayd. .if 
it pleases him a lytell to rest hym, he shall anone be 
delyuered, for I shall arme me agaynst hym. 

1 2 . To free, rid, divest, clear {a) of, (b) from, 

c 13x4 Guy Warm. (A) 3248 Deliuer Jn loud. .Of alle June 
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dedeliche fon. c 1374 Chaucer Bocth. in. 1 . 64 Who so wil 
sowe a felde plentiuous lat hym first delyuer it of thornes. 
2540-1 Elyot Image Gov. (1549) 32 At last god hath de- 
liuered the. .of him. 1562 Homilies 11. Good Friday (1859) 
41 1 It pleased him [Christ] to deliver himself of all His 
godly honour. 2868 Bushnell Serm. on living Subj. 21 
The salutation will be quite delivered of its harshness by 
just observing that [etc.]. 

C1400 Lan franc's Cirurg. 193 Anoynte be pacient & |>is 
wole delyvere him fro icching. 1627 Donne Serm. v. ’50 
Yet we doe not deliver Moses from all infirmity herein. 
2632L1THGOW Trav. vii. 323 A stone, .which hath thevertue 
to deliuer a woman from her paine in child-birth. 1677 Hale 
Prim. Grig. Man. To Rdr., If the Expressions . . be . . de- 
livered from Amphibologies. 

t b. refl. To free oneself, get clear or rid of. Obs. 
<7x300 K. Alls. 1319 Anon they delivered heom of Mace- 
doyne. c 2489 Caxton Sonnes of Aymon ix. 208 , 1 counseyll 
you that ye . . delyver yourselfe of Reynawde assone as ye 
rnaye. 1530 Palsgr. 5x1/1, I can nat delyver me of hym by 
no meanes. [2709 Berkeley Ess. Vision % 51 [He] may be 
able to deliver himself from that prejudice ] 

c. To deliver a gaol : to clear it of prisoners in 
order to bring them to trial at the assizes. 

1523 in W. H. 1 'urner Select. Rcc. Oxford 34 To deliver 
any gayole w th in the towne, 1535 Act 27 Hen. VIII, c. 24 
§ 16 All suche iustices . . shal haue auctoritee . . to deliuer 
the same gaoles from time to time. 1890 Spectator e 6 Apr. 
584/2 The gaol must be delivered before the Judge leaves 
the assize town. 

f d. transf. To make riddance of, get rid of, 
dispel (pain, disease, etc.) ; to relieve. Obs. 

1483 Caxton Gold. Leg, 405 b/i A lytel medecyne ofte 
delyuereth a grete languor and payne. 1576 Baker Jewell 
of Health 53 b, This water, .duly vereth the griefe of the 
stone. 1610 Guillim Heraldry iv. v, (16601 282 That so his 
momentany passion . . mighty by some like intermission of 
time be delivered, and so vanish away. 

3 . To disburden (a woman) q/’the foetus, to bring 
to childbirth ; in passive , to give birth to a child 
or offspring. Rarely said of beasts. (The active 
is late and chiefly in obstetrical use.) 

c 1325 Metr. Horn. 63 For than com tim Mari mild Suld 
be dehuerd of hir child, c 1340 Cursor M. 5562 (Fairf.) 
per wimmen . .ar deliuered be [mire awen sli^t 2480 Caxton 
Chron. Eng. lxxi. 53 Tyme come that she shold be de- 
lyuered ana here a child. 1484 — Fables of TEsop 1. ix, 
A bytche which wold lyttre and be delyured of her lytyl 
dogges. 1568 Tii.ney Disc, Mari age Cviij, To have thy 
wyfe with childe safely delyvered. 1612 Shaks. Wint. T. 
11. ii. 25 She is, something before her time, deliuer’d. 2685 
Cooke Marrow of Chirurg. in. 1. i. (ed. 4} 268 The third 
time they sent and begged I would deliver her. 2754-64 
Smkllie Midivif. I. Introd. 70 A better method of delivering 
in laborious and preternatural cases. 1805 Med . Jml, XIV. 
521 By making an incision in the urethra, .the patient might 
be delivered. <71850 Arab. Nts. (Rtldg.) 448The queen., 
was in due time safely delivered of a prince. 
fg. 2634 Heywood May den head well Lost j. Wks. 1874 
IV. 108 My brain’s in labour, and must be deliuered Of some 
new mischeife. a 2640 Peaciiam (J.), Tally was long ere he 
could be delivered of a few verses. *875 J owett Plato 
(ed. 2) I. 281, 1 have been delivered of an infinite variety of 
speeches about virtue before now, and to many persons. 

f b. pass. Of the offspring: To be brought forth 
{lit. and fg.). Obs. 

1582 Pettis Guazzo's Civ. Conv. 1. (1586) 22 All beast es so 
soone as they are delivered from their dam get upo.i their 
feete. <7 x 6 oo Shaks. Sonn. Ixxvii. 1 1 Those children nursed, 
delivered from thy brain. 2604 — Oth. 1. iii. 378 There are 
many Euents in the Wombe of Time, which wilbe deliuered. 

4 . To disburden, unload. ? Obs. 

2793 Smeaton Edy stone L. § 289 The Weston was delivered 
of her cargo. 1805 in A. Duncan Nelson 231, 26th. Delivered 
the Spaniard, and sunk her. 1851 MayneKeid Scalp Hunt, 
xxxiv. 267 The brace of revellers went staggering over the 
azotea, delivering their stomachs. 

5 . refl. To disburden oneself of is in one’s 

mind ; to express one’s opinion or thought ; to utter 
words or sounds ; to speak, discourse. (Cf. 10.) 

<72340 Cursor M. 20391 (Trin.), I delyuered me of rny ser- 
moun. 1654 tr .Martini's Conq. China 2x7 He delivered 
himself thus unto them, ‘ I hope by your valour to obtain 
the Empire of the world’. x6So Trial Regie. 42, I now de- 
sire to know, whether it be proper now to deliver my self, 
before you proceed to the calling of Witnesses. 1723 Steele 
Englishman No. 3. 29 Some Merchants delivered them- 
selves against the Bill before our Houses of Lords and Com- 
mons. 2752 Fielding Amelia vi. vii, Amelia delivered her- 
self on the subject of second marriages with much eloquence. 
2869 Goulburn Purs. Holiness x. 92 Delivering Himself., 
in sentiments the very tones of which are unearthly. 

II. f 6. tram. To get rid of or dispose of 
quickly, to dispatch ; refl. to make haste, be quick. 

<7 2340 Gam. 4* Gr. Knt. ■ 2414'. he' mete Jw masse watz 
metely delyuered. ■ c 1475 Ratif Coihyar 302 Deliuer the , . 
and mak na delay. 1523 Ld, Berners Froiss. 1 . cccxxvi. 
520 The Romayns .. sayd, Harke, ye sir car dy nail es, de- 
lyuer 'you atones,: .and mak©' a pope; Ye tary to longe. 
2530 Palsgr. 510/2 , 1 delyver, I rydde or dispatch® thynges 
shortly out of handes, Je despeche. 

fb. ? To dispatch, make away with. Obs. rare, 
a 2400-50 Alexander 3930 pisbreme best. . A$t and tuenti 
men of armes onone scho dclyuird. c 2450 Guy Warm. (C.) 
20140. And wyth the grace of god' almyght To. delyuyr ther 
enmyes wyth ryght 

III. 7 . To .give up entirely, give over, surrender, 
yield. ; formerly often spec, to give' up. to an evil 
fate, devote to destruction, ruin, or the like. Also 
with over (obs. or arch.) , up. 

a 2300 Cursor M. 3022 (Cott,) Film sal deliuer your yoniplst 
child. / <7 2340 Ibid. 15870 (Fairf.) He deliuered his maister 
vp. ' <72300 Beket 724 The 3 K.yn.ges baillyf delivri him to 
anhonge other to drawe. ' 2483 Caxton G. do la Tour 
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E vij b» The moders of thera ; shall be delvuered to the dolor- 
ous deth of, belle. 1513 More in Grafton Chron. II. 771 
That the goods of a sanctuary man, shoulde be delivered 
in payment of his debtes. 21593 Shaks. Rich. II , m. i. 29 
See them deliuered ouer To execution, and the hand of 
death. 1600 E. Blount tr. Conestaggio 321 The French 
came from the mountaine, and.. delivered up their armes. 
2638 Sir T. Herbert Treat. 90 Hee also assaults Tzinner, 
which tho a while well kept, .is in the end delivered. 1771 
Mrs. Griffith tr. k taud's Shipwreck qj To take our chance, 
and deliver ourselves over into the hands of Providence. 
27 77 Watson Philip II (1839) 2133 ‘Count Egmont,’ said 
Alva, ‘deliver your sword ; it is the will of the King that 
you give it up, and go to prison.’ 1845 M. Pattison Ess. 
(1889) I. 2 When premiers deliver up their portfolios. 

fb. ref.. To give oneself up, surrender, devote 
oneself. Obs. 

a 1533 Ld. Berners Gold. Bk. M. Anrel. (1546) B vj, I de- 
lyuered myselfe with greatte desyre to knowe thynges. 

8 . To hand over, transfer, commit to another's 
possession or keeping ; spec, to give or distribute 
to the proper person or quarter (letters or goods 
brought by post, carrier, or messenger) ; to present 
(an account, etc.). Const, to , or with simple dative. 

1297 R. Glouc. (1724) 430 Alle be byssopryches, ]>at de- 
lyuered were Of Normandye & Engelond, he 3ef al clene 
}?ere. C1300 K. Alts, ion In a caste! heo was y-set, And 
was deliverid liversoon, Skarschliche and nought foisoun, 
41400 Maundev. (Rioxb.) xxv. 119 He delyuers }>is currour 
J?e iettres. c 1440 Ipomydoti 1282 Delyuere my mayde to 
me this day. 2530 Palsgr. 510/2, I delyver, I gyve a thyng 
in to ones handes to kepe. Je^ liure. 1535 wriothesley 
Chron . (1875) I. 28 Who had his pardon delivered him on 
the Tower Hill. *651 Hobbes Lcviath. n. xxii. 122 To joyn 
in a Petition to be delivered to a Judge, etc. 1745 Col. Rec. 
Pennsylv. V. 9 He delivered back the String of Wampum 
sent him. 1843 Prescott Mexico (1850) I. 255 A message 
which he must deliver in person. 1881 Goi.dw, Smith Led. 

Ess. 260 The postmaster had written the letter as well as 
delivered it. 1892 Law Times' Rep. LXVII. 52/2 No bill 
of costs was ever delivered. Mod, Get the address from the 
postman who delivers in that part of the town. Plow often 
are letters delivered here ? 

fig. 1526-34 Tindale 1 Cor. xi. 2 That ye .. kepe the or- 
dinaunces even as I delyvered them to you. 1598 Shaks. 
Merry W. iv. iv, 37 The superstitious idle-headed-Eld Re- 
ceiu’d and did deliuer to our age This tale of Herne the 
Hunter. 1794 Sullivan View Nat. II, Seven persons only 
were necessary to deliver the history of the creation and fall 
from. Adam to Moses. 

b. Law. To give or band over formally (esfi. a 
deed to the grantee, or to a third party) : see De- 
livery 4 b (b). So * to deliver * seisin of heredita- 
ments, or a corporeal chattel. 

1574 tr. Littleton's Tenures 15 a, If a man make a deede 
of feoffemente: unto another . . and delyvereth to him the 
deed but no livery of seisin, c 1590 Marlowe Faust, v. no 
Speak, Faustus, do you deliver this as your deed? 1623 in 
New Shake. Soc.^ Trans. (1885) 505 W« h said Indent* was 
sealled and deliuered by all the parties thervnto. 1767 
Blackstone Comm. II. 306 A seventh requisite to a good 
deed is that it be delivered, by the party himself or his cer- 
tain attorney. 1844 Williams Real Prop. vii. (1877) 148 
The words ‘ I deliver this as my act and deed’, which are 
spoken at the same time, are held to be equivalent to de- 
livery, even if the party keep the deed himself. 

f C. poetic , with weakened sense of 4 To hand 
over, present’. Obs. 

1601 Shaks. Twel. N. 1. li, 43 O that I .. might not be 
deliuered to the world Till I had made mine owne occasion 
mellow. 1607 — Cor. v. iii. 39 The sorrow that deliuers vs 
thus chang’d Makes you think so. 

IV. 9. To give forth, send forth, emit; to dis- 
charge, launch ; to cast, throw, project: a. things 
material, 

1597 T. J. Serm. Farcies C . 37 The bow, being ready bent 
to deliuer the arrowe. 1613 Shaks. Hen. VIII, v. iv. 59 
A File of Boyes . .deliuer’d such a showre of Pibbles. 1633 T. 
James Voy. 71 [The pump] did deliuer water very sufficiently. 
1702 Luttrell Brief R el. (1857) V. 207 The earl of Kent, 
as he was delivering his bowl up«n the green at Tunbridge 
Wells last Wensday, fell down and immediately died. 
1834 M edwin Angler in Wales I. 291 In delivering his 
harpoon he lost his balance. 1850 ‘Bat’ Crick. Man. 39 
Before a ball is delivered, the umpires station themselves at 
their respective wickets. 1885 Manch. Exam. 15 May 5/2 
The enemy . . waited till Middleton’s volunteers had ap- 
proached very dose before they delivered their fire. 

b. a blow, assault, attack, etc. To deliver battle : 
to give battle, make or begin an attack. 

1842 Alison Hist. Europe XL Ixxv, § 36. 349 The Emperor 
was. .obliged to deliver a defensive battle. 1864 Daily Tel. 
19 Nov., The assaults were badly delivered. 1874 Green 
Short Hist. vii. § 6. 405 When Philip at last was forced to 
deliver hss blow. 

f e. To put forth freely (bodily action, etc.) : 
cf. Delivery 6. Obs. 

a 1586 Sidney (J.\ Musidorus could not perform any action 
..more strongly, or deliv er that strength more nimbly. 184s 
Jml. R. Agric. Soc. V. n. 530 He [a horse] must, .be taught 
to raise his knee and deliver Ins leg with freedom. 

^6.. jig. To give out as produce, to produce, 
yield. Obs. 

1605 Verstegan Dec. Intel l, ii. (1628) 51 The mynes . . do 
•deliuer gold, siluer, copper* 

10. To give forth in words, utter, enunciate, 
pronounce openly or formally. (Cf. 5 .) 

Here the object is usually either something in the speaker’s 
mind, as a judgement or opinion, or (now very commonly) 
the speech or utterance itself, with reference to its mode of 
delivery. 

1576 Fleming Panopl. Epist. 56 To a question by him pro- 
pounded, this answere was delivered* 1389 Puttenham 


Eng. Poesie 11. xiii. [xiv.] (Arb.) 134 The vowell is alwayes ! 
more easily deliuered then the consonant. 1615 Crooks I 
Body of Man v. xxxi. (1616) 341 Galen deliuering the pre- 
cepts of health. 1667 Pepys Diary (1879) IV. 435 He is . . 
bold to deliver what he thinks on every occasion. _ 1771 
Junius Lett. Iiv. 286, 1 am called upon to deliver my opinion. 
1804 Med. Jml. XII. 384 Dr. John Reid . . intends to de- 
liver, .a Course of Lectures on the Theory and Practice of 
Medicine. 1873 Hamerton Ini ell. Life 150 Like an orator 
who knows that he can deliver a passage, and compose at 
the same time the one which is to .follow. 1882 Times 25 
Nov. 4 The Master of the Rolls, in delivering judgment, 
said [etc.]. 

b. absol. or intr. To * deliver oneself’, dis- 
course ; to pronounce an opinion or verdict ; to 
* make deliverance ’. 

1807 Robinson A rchseol. Grseca v. xxi.525 They first de- 
livered on civil affars : afterwards the discourse turned on 
war. 1859 Sala 7k round Clock (1861) 97 Poor jurymen . . 
understanding a great deal more about the case on which 
they- have to deliver at its commencement than at its ter- 
mination. 

f c. absol. or intr. To utter notes in singing. 

1530 Palsgr. 510/2, I delyver quickly, as one dothe in 
syngynge. .1 never herde boye in my lyfe delyver more 
quyckely. 

fix. trans. To declare, communicate, report, re- 
late, narrate, tell, make known ; to state, affirm, 
assert; to express in words, set forth, describe. Obs. 

1557 Order of Hospitalls H vj, Goe to the Lord Maior, 
and deliuer unto him the disobedience of the said Constable. 
1600 E. Blount tr. Conestaggio 219 The Duke, .himselfe 
unto the king, delivered what hee had seene. i6xx Shaks. 
Wint. T. v. ii. 4, I.. heard the old Shepheard deliuer the 
manner how he found it. 1655-60 Stanley Hist. Philos . 
(1701) 1x4/1 The time of his birth is no where expresly de- 
livered. 1664 Power Exp. Philos. 1. 80, I will here deliver 
one or two Optical Experiments. 1768 Sterne Sent. Jour 71. 
(1778) II. 1 ( Fille de Chambre) What the old French officer 
had delivered upon travelling. 1790 Paley Hors Paul. i. 5 
Particulars so plainly delivered, .in the Acts of the Apostles. 
1800 Vince Hydrostat. (1806) 5 Like his general principles 
of motion before delivered, 
fb. with obj. clause. Obs. 

1586 A. Day Eng. Secretary 1. (1625) 44 It was delivered 
hee hung himselfe for griefe. 1658 Browne Hydriot, i. 
That they held that Practice in Gallia, Caesar expressly de- 
livered. 1698 Fryer Acc. E. India 4* P 161 Who founded 
these, their Annals nor their Sanscript deliver not 
t c. with obj. and complement. Obs . 

1636 Massinger Gt. Dk. Florence 1. ii, She is deliver’d . . For 
a masterpiece in nature. 2649 Milton Eikon. 11 History 
delivers him a deep dissembler, a 1687 Petty Pol. Arith. 
iv. (1691) 64 The Author .. delivers the Proportion . . to be 
as Thirty to Eighty two. 

V, 12. Pottery and Founding. To set free from 
the mould ; rejl. and intr. To free itself from the 
mould ; to leave the mould easily. 

1782 Wedgwood in Phil. Trans. LXXII. 3x0 To make 
the clay deliver easily, it will he necessary to oil the mould. 
1832 Porter Porcelain fy Gl. 50 The ware, .dries in a suffi- 
cient degree to deliver itself (according to the workman’s 
phrase) easily from the mould. 1880 G. T. Newton Ess. 
Art $ A rcheeol. vi. 272 That oil or grease had been applied 
. .to make the mould deliver. 

t Beirver, vj Obs. [A variant of Deliber v., 
with Romanic change of L. b to v, as in prec.] = 
Deliber, to deliberate, determine. 

1382 Wychf 2 Sam. xxiv. 13 Now thanne delyver, and 
see, what word I shal answere to hym. c 1440 Capgrave 
Life St. Kath. 1. 966 Deliuer his mater, so god 3our soulys 
saue. *535 Stewart Cwi. Scot. II. 520 Oft in his mynd 
revoluand to and fro. Syne at the last deliuerit hes rycht 
sone, To tak his tyme sen it wes oport une. 

Hence f Delivered ppl. a., determined, resolved. 
1536 Bellenden Cron. Scot. (1821) I. 259 With deliverit 
mind to assailye thame in the brek of the day. 1552 Abp. 
Hamilton Catech. (1884) 12 We consent nocht with ane de- 
liverit mynd. 

Deliverable (dflrvoralTl) , a. [f. Deliver vf 
+ -able : cf. OF. deliverable, dclivrable ( 1 5-1 7th 
c. in Godef.).] That can or may be delivered ; to 
be delivered (according to agreement) : cf. payable. 

*755 Magens Insurances I. 401 Ten thousand Pounds of 
good and deliverable Dutch made Starch. 1877 Act 40-1 
Viet. c. 39 § 5 Where the document .. makes the goods 
deliverable to the bearer. 1889 Macm. Mag. Mar. 270/2 
So wild and shrill a cry of human anguish, that the like of 
it I could never imagine deliverable by human lips. 
Deliverance (dilrvorans). [a. OF. delivrance , 
desl- (12th c. in Littrd) — Pr. delivransa , desl-, f. 
dilivrer , delivrar to Deliver : see -ance.] 

1. The action of delivering ot setting free, or fact 
of being set free (f of , from confinement, danger, 
evil, etc.) ; liberation, release, rescue. 

ctzQo S. Eng. Leg. L 197/118 A-serued heo hath to alle 
}>e contreie deliueraunce of langour. c 1330 R. Rrunne 
Chron. (x8xo) xax William Marschalle . . gaf for his delyuer- 
ance j»e castelle of Schirburne. 1340 Hampole Pr. Come. 
3585 For hair deliverance fra payn. *3. . Poems fr. Vernon 
MS. 226/200 Of alle }>eos Merueylous chaunces Vr lord haj> 
sent vs diliueraunces. c 1400 Maundev. (1839) xxiii. 247 It 
hath a round wyndowe abouen that, .seruethe for delyuer- 
auce of smoke, c 1450 Mirour Sahtacioun 4074 Sho . . lete 
hym out at a wyndowe so making his delyvrance. 1483 
Caxton Gold. Leg. 275/2 That he shold praye to god for the 
delyueraunce of his sekenesse. 2568 Grafton Chron . XL 408 
On the behalfe of king Richard for his delyveraunce out 
of prison. 1651 Hobbes Leviath. in. xxxv. 221 Our deliver- 
ance from the bondage of sin. 17x9 De Foe Crusoe (1858) 
139 The greatest deliverances I enjoyed, such as my escape 
from Sallee. 2871 Freeman Norm. Cong . (1876) IV. xviii. 
144 At no moment, .had hopes of deliverance been higher. 


* 5 * b. * Delivery ’ of a gaol : see Deliver vO 2 c. 

c 1400 Gamelyn 745 J?at jx>U graunte him me Til j> e next® 
sittyng of delyueraunce. 1464 Nottingham Rec. II. 377 
Paied to the Justices of Deliuerance for the Gaole Delyuere. 
1487 Act 3 Hen. VII, c. 3 The next generall gaoles de- 
liveraunce of eny suche gaole. 

c. In the ritual observed at a criminal trial. 

1565 Sir T. Smith Commonw. Eng. xxv. 99 No man that 
is once indicted can be deliuered without arraignment. 
Ibid. [Form of proclamation in court when no indictment is 
produced], A. B. prisoner standeth here at the barre, if any 
man can say any thing against him, let him nowspeake, for 
the prisoner standeth at his deliuerance : If no man do then 
come, he is deliuered without anie further processe or 
trouble. [In Budden’s Latin transl, x6ox : nam vincius 
liberationem expect at : si nemo ewn turn incusaverit , in 
liber tatem pristinam asseritur. ] Ibid. 102 [Form of procl. 
on trial by Jury] If any man can giue evidence, or can 
say any thing against the prisoner, let him come now, for he 
standeth vpon his deliuerance [Budden: nam de captivi 
liberatione agitnr}. %66o Trial Regie, ax. Col. Harrison. 

‘ I do offer myself to be tried in your own way, by God and 
my Countrey/ Clerk. ‘ God send you a good deliverance.* 
Ibid. 35 For now the Prisoner [Col. Harrison] stands at the 
Bar upon his Deliverance. 1781 Trial Ld. Geo. Gordon 7 
Cle?'k. ‘ How will you be tried V Gordon. ‘ By God and my 
country.* Clerk. ‘ God send you a good deliverance.* 

(It is possible that this has been in later times associated 
with the ‘ true deliverance * of the J ury : see 8 b.) 

J* 2. The being delivered of offspring, the bringing 
forth of offspring ; delivery. Obs. 

c 1325 Metr. Horn. 72 This womane yode wit chylde full 
lange .. myght scho haue na delyueraunce. £*350 Will. 
Palerne 4080 Mi wif . . Deied at J>e deliueraunce of mi dere 
sone. c 1450 Merlin 13 Two women ffor to helpe hir at hir 
delyueraunce when tyme is. 1548-9 1 Mar.) Bk. Coni. Prayer , 
Churching of Women , To geue you safe deliuerance. x6xx 
Shaks. Cyrnb. v, v. 370 Nere Mother Reioyc’d deliuerance 
more. 1625 Gonsalvio's Sp. Inquis. 122 Within foure dayes 
after her deliuerance, they tooke the childe away from her. 
fig. x66o Willsford Scales Comm, 190 Sulphurious Me- 
teors fir’d in the wombs of clouds, break forth in their de- 
liverance with amazement to mortals. 

■f 3. The action of giving up or yielding; sur- 
render. Obs. 

ex 330 R. Brunne Chron. (x8xo) 158, I am not bonden to 
mak deliuerance. 1404 in Ellis Grig. Lett. Ser. n, I. 38 
Awyn . . is accordit with all the men that ame therinne save 
vij, for to have dilyverance of the Castell at a certayn day. 
1548 Hall Chron. xq b, The kyng openly saied that if they 
wolde not deliver them, he woulde take them without de- 
liverance. 1568 Grafton Chron. II. 227 To make deliver- 
ance of the towne of Barwike. 

f 4. The action of handing over, transferring, or 
delivering a thing to another ; delivery. Obs . 

c 1340 Cursor M. 5045 (Fairf.) He made del[i]ueraunce 
]>er of corne. c 1449 Pecock Repr. 404 Eer than the receyuer 
make Execucioun or Delyuerance of the thing or deede bi 
him 3ouun. 1528 Tybali. in Stryp eEccl. Mem. I. App. xvii. 
38 After the delyverance of the sayd New Testament to 
them. 1631 Star Chamb. Cases (Camden) 35 The Sheriff® 
did not make deliverance of 400 sheepe. 

b. Law. Writ of second deliverance : a writ for 
re-delivery to the owner of goods distrained or un- 
lawfully taken, after they have been returned to the 
distrainer in consequence of a judgement being given 
against the owner in an action of replevin. 

a 1565 Rastell tr. FitzherberC s Nat. Brevium (1652) 174 
The plaintiff may sue a Writ of second Deliverance. x6x8 
Pulton Stai. (1632) 47 marg A Writ of Second deliuerance. 
1708 Termes de la Ley 508 b, Second Deliverance is a Writ 
made by the Filacer, to deliver Cattel distreined, after the 
Plaintiff is Non-suit in Replevin. 1845 Stephen Laws Eng. 
(1874) III, v. xi. 616 The Statute of Westminster 2 (13 Edw. I 
c. 2). .allowed him a judicial writ issuing out of the original 
record (called a writ of second deliverance), 
f 5. Sending forth, emission, issue, discharge. 

1626 Bacon Sylva § 9 This Motion worketh . . by way of 
Proofe and Search, which way to deliuer itself ; And then 
worketh in progresse, where it findeth the Deliuerance 
easiest. 

f 6 . The action or manner of uttering words in 
speaking ; utterance, enunciation, delivery. Obs . 

*553 T. Wilson Rhet. (1580) 222 Singyng plaine song, and 
counterfeictyng those that doe speake distinctly, helpe muche 
to have a good deliveraunce. 1593 Shaks. 3 Hen. VI, 11. i. 
97 At each words deliuerance. 1609 Holland Amm. 
Marcell. xxx. ix. 397 For his speech, readie he was ynoug'n 
in quicke deliverance. 

F 7. The action of reporting or stating something ; 
that which is stated ; statement, narration, declara- 
tion ;= Delivery 8 . Obs. 

1431 in Eng. Gilds (1870) 276 To make a trewe delyuer- 
aunce of swiche goodys as thei receyue. 1509 Hawes Past. 
Pleas, xxix. (Percy Soc.) 143 And to Venus he made deliver- 
aunce Gf his complaint. 1586 A. Day Eng, Secretary r. 
(1625) 7 What confused deliverance is this ? Ibid. n. 44 Doth 
not the very deliverance of your own fact condemne you? 
1621 T. Adams White Devill (1635) hi, If there wanted no- 
thing in the deliverance. . 

b. An utterance ; esp. of a formal character. 

1859 Mill Liberty ii. (1865) 29 Things which are not pro- 
vided for . . in the recorded deliverances of the Founder of 
Christianity. 1879 M. Arnold Fr. Critic on Milton Mixed 
Ess. 241 Macaulay’s writing^* . often . . is really obscure, if 
one takes his deliverances seriously. 1883 Manch. Guardian 
29 Sept. 7/3 We can complain of no ambiguity in his present 
deliverance. 

8. Sc. Law. Judgement delivered; a judicial or ad- 
ministrative order in an action or other proceeding. 

In its most general sense applicable^ to any order pro- 
nounced by any body exercising quasi-judicial functions. 
In the Bankruptcy Act of 1856 (19 & 20 Viet. c. 79 § 4) ‘ de- 
liverance’ is defined as including ‘ any order, warrant, judge* 
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"ment, decision, interlocutor, or decree’. Hence the word 
has acquired a quasi-technical application to orders in 
bankruptcy proceedings. t „ „ 

c 1425 Wyntouu Cron, vn. vi. 90 Of pat [he] Stably syd, 
and mad ordynance. .and full delyverance. 1500-20 Dunbar 
Poems ix. 133 Of fals solisting ffor wrang deliuerance At 
Counsale, Sessioun, and at Parliament. 1535 Stewart Cron. 
Scot. II. 562 In this mater .. Rycht sone I wald heir 3our 
deliuerance, c 1565 Lindesay (Pitscottie) Chron. Scot. ( 1728) 
14 <Jam.) Both parties were compromit by their oaths to 
stand at the deliverance of the arbitrators chosen by them 
both, a 1649 Drumm. of Hawth. Skiamachia Wks. (1711) 
194 We hope your lordships will give us leave . . to remember 
your lordships of your deliverance, June the first, 1642. 1752 
J. Louthian Form of Process led. 2) 35 The Deliverance on 
the Bill is, Fiat ut petitur, to the — Day of— next to come. 
1833 Act 3-4 Will. IV ; c. 46 § 25 The Laid sheriff shall 
affix a deliverance thereon finding and declaring, .that this 
Act has not been adopted. x868 Act 31-2 Viet. c. 101 § 75 
The judgment or deliverance so pronounced shall form a 
valid and sufficient warrant for the preparation in Chancery 
of the writ. 

b. In the (English) Jurors* oath, in a trial for 
treason or felony, used app. in the sense : Deter- 
mination of the question at issue, verdict. 

1660 Trial Regie. 1% Oct. 32 His Oath was then read to 
him [Sir T. Allen, juror] : You shall well and. truly try and 
true deliverance make between our Sovereign Lord the 
King, and the prisoners at the Bar, whom you shall have in 
Charge, according to your Evidence. So help you God ! 
1892 S. F. Harris Princ. Crim. Law (ed. 6)xiv, 412. [The 
current formula : the same words with the last clause 
expanded to ‘and a true verdict give, according to the 
evidence'.] 

(The meaning here has been matter of discussion : cf. 1 c 
above, and Tomlins Law Diet . s. v, Jury.) 

C. Formal judgement pronounced, expression of 
opinion, verdict. 

[1847 De Quincey Wks. XII. 184 Milton v. Southey f 
Landor , Wordsworth never said the thing ascribed to him 
here as any formal judgment, or what the Scottish law 
would call deliverance.] 1856 Dove Logic Chr. Faith v. i. 

§ 2. 298 We cannot but attach great value to the deliberate 
deliverance of so impartial.. a man. 1871 Sarah Tytler 
Sisters <$* Wives 154 Dr. Harris’s deliverance was. .that Mr. 
Duke was not looking very well, 
t < 1 * Used (in Sc,) to render L. senatus consultum. 
1533 Bellenden Livy (1822) 212 (Jam.) Thir novellis 
maid the Faderis sa astonist, that thay usit the samen de- 
liverance that thay usit in extreme necessite. 

f 9 . =Deliverness; Delivery 6. Ohs . 

14.. Chaucer Pars. T. T 378 (Harl. 7334) pe goodes of 
body ben hele of body, strengpe, deliuerance [six texts de- 
liuerness], beaute [etc.]. 1500-20 Dunbar Thistle # Rose 95 
Lusty of schaip, lycht of deliuerance. 

Deirverancy. rare— 1 . [See prec. and -angy.] 

= Deliverance 7 b. 

1853 Tails Mag. XX. 365 Being the accredited organ of 
the Government on Scotch topics, bis deliverancy neces- 
sarily carries more weight than those of any ordinary 
member. 

t Delivera’tion. Ohs. rare — \ [a. OF. de- 
livration (in earlier and more popular form de- 
livraison, - oison , - ism ), ad. late pop. L. deBbera- 
tion-em (Du Cange), n. of action from deliberare 
to liberate.] Deliverance, liberation, release. 

1509 Hawes Past. Pleas , 148 Who is fettered in chaynes 
He thinketb long after delyveracion Of his great wo. 

Delivered (d/lrva-id), ppl. ad [f. Deliver vd 
+ -ed 1 .] Set free; disburdened of offspring; 
banded over ; surrendered ; formally uttered or 
stated, etc. : see the verb. 

CX440 Promp. Parv. X17 Delyueryd, liberatus, erupts. 
1588 Shaks . Tit. A. 1v.ii. x42 Cornelia, the midwife, and 
my selfe, And none else but the deliuered Empresse. 1665 
Manley Grotius 1 Low C. Warres 123 Prince of the de- 
livered City. 1893 Pall Mall G. 13 Jan. 2/1 The additional 
cost . . for delivered bread. 

+ Delivered, ppl. a . 2 : see Deliver v . 2 
Deliveree (dHuvorr). [f. Deliver vd + -ee.] 
The person to whom something is delivered. 

1887 V. Sampson in Cape Law *jfml. 37 The putting of a 
deliveree in possession. Ibid. 43 The deliveror should point 
out the subject of delivery to the deliveree. 

Deliveree, obs. form of Delivery. 

Deliverer (dilrvorai). Also 4-6 dely-, 4 -ere, 
6 -our ; see also Deliveror. [a. OF. delivrtre 
(12th e. in Hatzf.), in obi. case delivreor, -our, -eur 
s— late pop. JL. deliberator, -drem, agent-n. from de- 
liberare , F. ddlivrer to Deliver : see -er 1 .] One 
who delivers. 

1 . One who sets free or releases ; a liberator, 
rescuer, saviour. 

0x340 Hampole Psalter Ixix. 7 My helpere & my de- 
lyuerere ertjxm. 1382 Wyclif/’j. xvii[i]. 2 Myrefut, and my 
delyuerere. c 1440 Promp. Parv . 117 Delyuerer, liberator. 
X555 Eden Decades Pref. to Rdr. (Arb.) 53 Thou oughteste 
to . . bee thankefull to thy delyuerer. 1667 Milton P. L . 
xii. 149 Thy great deliverer, who shall bruise The Serpents 
head. 1781 Gibbon Decl. % F. III. Ixv. 622 He stood 
forth as the deliverer of his country. 1855 Macaulay Hist. 
Eng. III. 404 Though he had been a deliverer by accident, 
he was a despot by nature. 

2 . One who hands over, commits, surrenders, 
etc. ; esp. one who delivers letters or goods. 

153X-2 Act 23 Hen. VI If c. 16 The seller, exchaunger or 
deliuerer. 1534 Act 26 Hen. VIII, c. 6 § 8 By indenture to 
be made betwene the deliuerour . . andi the receiuour. 1622 
Misselden Free Trade 104 The Stranger . . would he a de- 
Huerer heere of money at a high rate. 1766 Extick London 
IV. 295 There is a deliverer of letters to the House of 


Commons, at 65. Zd. per day. x88 8 Daily News 25 Aug. 5/3 
Each deliverer of milk will possess a share. 

3 . One who utters, enunciates, sets forth, etc. 
{rare.) 

x$97 Hooker Eccl. Pol. vm. vi. § 12 Thereof God himself 
was. .the deviser, the discusser, the deliverer. 1651 Relit 7, 
Wotton. 202 Among the Deliverers of this Art. 2823 New 
Monthly Mag. IV. 195 The public deliverers of song at the 
Grecian festivals. 

Deliveress (dfli'vores). rare. [Short for de- 
livreress , f. Deliverer + -ess, in F. dilivreresse : 
see -ESS.] A female deliverer. 

2644 Evelyn Mem. (1857) I. 72 At one side of the cross, 
kneels Charles VII armed, and at the other Joan d’ Arc. .as 
the deliveress of the town. 1839 Q. Rev. June 98 Nancy 
comes like the deliveress of the pious ASneas. 

f Belrverhede* Obs. [f. Deliver a . + - hede , 
-head.] Nimbleness, agility. 

1496 Dives S? Paup. <W. de W.) in. xiii. 148/2 They shal 
haue delyuerhede of body and lightnesse. 

Delivering (d/li'vorig), vbl. sb. [f. Deliver 
vd 4. -ing j .] The action of the verb Deliver, q.v. ; 
deliverance, delivery (in various senses). 

£■1320 Seuyn Sag. 1536 (W.) The maister . . hadde man! a 
blessing, For his disciple deliuering. c 1450 St. Cuthbert 
(Surtees) 5800 Of his delyueryng gled and blithe. 1571 
Golding Calvin on Ps. Ixv. 6 By thy wonderfuli deliver- 
inges, thy power may be shewed abrode. 1642 Jer Taylor 
Episc. § 36 (R.) Excommunications . . were deliverings over 
to Satan. 1889 J. M. Duncan Dis. Women vi. (ed. 4) 26 
Judgement of the method to be pursued in delivering. 

attrib. x88x Daily News 19 Jan. 5/5 A few heavy railway 
collecting or delivering vans. 

Deli vering, ppl a . [f. as prec. + -ing*.] 
That delivers : see the verb. 

X887 Pall Mall G. 29 Nov. xx/i There was no evidence 
that the delivering company, .were not willing to supply 
the coal at 8$. a ton. 

t Deliverly, adv. Obs. or arch. For forms 
see Deliver a . [f. Deliver a . + -ly 2 .] 

1 . Lightly, actively, nimbly, quickly. 

c 1340 Gaw. <$• Gr. Knt. 2009 Deliuerly he dressed vp, er 
J?e day sprenged. C1374 Chaucer Troylus 11. 1088 He., 
sette [his signet] Upon the wex deliverliche and rathe. 
c 1440 Parionope 7051 His Swerd he pulleth oute delyuerly. 
1549 Chaloner Erasmus on Folly R ij a, The nemblier and 
more deliverly to goe about theyr charge. 1657 S. Purchas 
Pol. Flying-Ins. x. 50 The claw-tailed Humble Bee . . flyes 
as deliverly when great with young as when she is barren. 

2 . Deftly, cleverly. 

X530 Palsgr. 550, I fynger, I handell an instrument of 
musyke delyverly. 1612 Two Noble K. in. v, Carry it 
sweetly and deliverly. 1870 Emerson Soc. <$■ Soli/., Clubs 
Wks. (Bohn.) III. 93 We get a mechanical advantage in de- 
taching it well and deliverly. 

If As adj . (erroneous archaism). 

1820 Scott Monast. xvii, A deliverly fellow was Hughie — 
could read and write like a priest, and could wield brand 
and buckler with the best of the riders. 

Delrverment. rare. [f. Deliver vd + -ment. 
(Cf. OF. delivrement in Godef.)] = Deliverance 
7 b; open statement, pronouncement. 

1893 Nat. Observer 13 May 640/1 Because the Emperor 
has heretofore spoken unadvisedly, it by no means follows 
that . . Tuesday’s deliverment makes for complete inepti- 
tude. 

t Deli*vemess. Obs . [f. Deliver a . + -ness.] 
Lightness, activity, nimbleness, agility, quickness. 

1340 Hampolr Pr. Consc. 5900 Delyvemes and bewte of 
body, c 1386 Chaucer Melib. r 199 Grete thinges ben not 
ay accompliced by strengthe, ne by delyvemes of body. 1489 
Caxton Faytes of A . 1. xi. 30 To voyde the strokis by de- 
tyuernes of body. 1540 Elyot Image Gov. (155 6) 69 b, 
Fewe men surmounted hym in strength and del ivern esse. 
a 1607 Brightman Revelation (16x5) 700 Certainly this . . 
deserueth to be called properly by the Latin name, Expe- 
dition, for the deliuernes thereof. 

Deliverer (d/lLvai/'j). [f. Deliver v. 1 : see 
-or.] A technical variant of Deliverer, used as 
correlative to deliveree : one who makes a legal 
delivery of goods, etc. 

1887 [see Deliveree]. 

Delivery (d/liwori). Forms: 5 deliveree, 
5-6 delyuery(e, 6 -ere, 6-7 deliverie, 6- -ery. 
[a. Anglo-Fr. delivrde , fem. sb. f. pa. pple. of d&- 
livrer to Deli ver : cf. livery, and see -y.] 

1 1* The action of setting free ; release, rescue, 
deliverance. Obs. 

1494 Fabyan Chron. vn. ccxxxiii. 266 The quene made 
assyduat laboure for the delyuerye of the kynge her hus- 
bonde. 1555 Eden Decades 103 Thankes geuynge to al- 
tnygbty god for his delyuery and preseruation from so many 
imminent perels. 1638 SirT. Herbert Trav. 90 A servant 
of his ., by force attempting his Lords delivery. 1671 
Milton Samson ^ x 505 Thy hopes are not ill founded, nor 
seem vain, Of his delivery. X766 Goldsm. Vic. W. xxx, 
Here is the brave man to whom I owe my delivery. 1784 
R. Bage Barham Dozens II. 58 Some that called upon the 
Lord for delivery before there was need. 

b. The action of delivering a gaol : see Deliver 
v .1 2 c, and Gaol-delivery. 

2 . The fact of being delivered of, or act of bring- 
ing forth, offspring ; childbirth. 

Usually of the mother ; formerly sometimes of the child; 
cf. Deliver v. 3. 

*577 B. Googe Heresb acids ffusb. in. (1586) 139 For this 
poore creature, .is as much tormented in her deliverie, as 
a shrew. 16x1 Bible Isa. xxvi. 17 Like as a woman ,. 
that draweth neere the time of her deliuerie, 1648 W. 
Mountague Devoute Ess. 1, xii. § x (R.) As they are 


twins . . their delivery is commonly after such a manner, 
as that of Pharez and Zara. 1676 Lady Chaworth in 12 ih 
Rep. Hist. MSS. Comm. App. v. 29 My prayers shall attend 
your ladies good delivery of a brave boy. x868 Chambers * 
Encycl. VI. 446/1 Midwife.. a woman who assists in partu- 
rition or delivery. 

attrib. 1876 tr. Ziemssen’s Cycl. Med. XI. 562 That form 
of paralysis, .in newly-born children .. which we should call 
delivery-paralysis. 

b. As the action of the accoucheur or midwife. 
[x66o Shirley Andromana hi. i. 8, I am with child to hear 
the news: Pr’ythee Be quick in the delivery.] 1767 Gooch 
Treat. Wounds I. 323 Injury in a laborious, hasty or in- 
judicious delivery. 1800 Med. frit l . III. 483, I therefore 
did not conceive myself justified . . in proceeding to immediate 
delivery. 1889 W. S. Playfair Treat. Midwifery II. iv. ii. 
163 No other means of effecting artificial delivery was known. 

C. fig . 

a 1639 Marmion Antiquary m. ii. My head labours with 
the pangs of delivery. 1823 Scott / evert l xlvi, Out started 
the dwarf, .and the poor German, on seeing the portentous 
delivery of his fiddlecase, tumbled on the floor. 

3 . The act of giving up possession of; surrender. 
15x3 More in Grafton Chron. II. 772 The whole counsaile 

had sente him to require of her the deliverie of him [her 
child]. 1548 Hall Chron. 245 b, The delivery of the Castell 
of Barwyke. x6oo E. Blount tr. Conest aggio 181 The 
deliverie of the rocke of Saint Julian and of the fort. X780 
Impartial Hist. War Anier. 147 Marching directly to 
Boston, there to demand a delivery of the powder and 
stores, and in case of refusal to attack the troops. 1844 
H. H. Wilson Brit. India! I. 158 The arrest of Trimbak, 
and his delivery to the British Government. 

4 . The action of handing over, or conveying into 
the hands of another; esp. the action of a carrier in 
delivering letters or goods entrusted to him for 
conveyance to a person at a distance. 

1480 Wardr. Acc. Edw. IV [x 830) 140 For the deliveree 
of the said stuff and bedding. 1556 in Hakluyt Voy. (1886) 
III. 113 Hauing receiued any ppuie letters, .you shal.. let 
the deliuerie of them at your arriuing in Russia. 1634 Sir T, 
Herbert Trav. 124 He might forge other Letters, .else why 
kept he them two dayes without delivery. 1679 Burnet 
Hist. Ref. I. 1. (R.), The investitures of bishops and 
abbots.. had been originally given by the delivery of the 
astoral ring and staff. X799 W. Tooke View Russian Emp. 
II. 652 Extraordinary charges for the delivery of goods. 
1838 Dickens Nick, Nick, ii, It [a letter] will he here by 
the two o’clock delivery. 1851 Ht. Maktineau Hist. Peace 
(1877) III. iv. xiv. 139 The convenience of two or three 
deliveries of letters per day. 1879 R. M. Ballantyne Post 
Haste vii. (x88o> 74 The delivery of a telegram. 
fig. X605 Bacon Adv. Learn. 1. v. § 9 Another error is 
in the manner of the tradition and delivery of knowledge. 

attrib. 1720 De Fok Cap/. Singleton xviii. (1840) 316 
Our proper delivery port, .was at Madagascar. 1889 Daily 
News ix Dec. 3/2 Carmens wages ;—Delivery men; Driv- 
ing, is. per day and 7d. per ton. 

b. Law. ( aj The formal or legal bonding over of 
anything to another ; esp. the putting of property 
into the legal possession of another person. 

1577 tr. Bu Hinged s Decades (1592) 264 Goods are gotten., 
by deliuerie. 1625 Gill Sacr. Philos. 1. 87 Whereof we 
have already assurance, yea deliverie, and seisure. 2818 
Cruise Digest (ed. 2) IV. 47 Acts which have been held to 
be a part performance of an agreement, .such as delivery of 
possession; and payment of the whole, or a considerable 
part of the consideration. X887V. Sampson in Cape Law 
I ml. 38 We now come to the several species of constructive 
delivery, of which delivery brevis manus , or short-hand is 
the first, 1891 Law. Times XC. 473/1 After delivery of 
defence the plaintiff discontinued his action. 

(b) The formal transfer of a deed by the grantor 
or his attorney to the grantee or to a third party, 
either by act or by word : formerly essential to the 
validity of the deed. 

1660 R, Coke Power & Subj. 25 Absolute estates of in- 
heritance which . . do not pass by livery and seisin, but by 
delivery of the deed or feoffment. 1809 Tomlins Law Diet. 
s.v. Deed, If I have sealed my deed, and after I deliver it 
to him to whom it is made, or to some other by his appoint- 
ment, and say nothing, this is a good delivery. 1853 
Wharton Penney Iv. Digest 261 Delivery is necessary to 
give effect to a bond. 

5 . The act of sending forth or delivering (a mis- 
sile, a blow, etc.) ; emission, discharge ; throwing 
or bowling of a ball (at cricket, base-ball, etc.). 

__ 1702 Savery Miner's Friend 46 The delivery of your Water 
into a convenient Trough. 1787 Specif. Bryants Patent 
No, 1631 Useful,. by its muen greater delivery of water. 
1834 M edwin Angler in Wales I. 109 The peril, .from the 
delivery of the spear. 1837 W. Martin Bk. of Sports 96 
If the hand be above the shoulder in the delivery, the 
umpire must call * no ball '. x88a ^ Daily Tel, 19 May 
{Cricket), Crossland at 68 came on with his fast deliveries, 
b. Founding. See quot. (Cf. Deliver vf 1 2.) 
1874 Knight Diet. Meek., Delivery {Founding), the draft 
or allowance by which a pattern is made to free itself from 
close lateral contact with the sand of the mold as it is 
lifted. Also called draw-taper. 

1 6 . Free putting forth of bodily action, * use of 
the limbs, activity J (J.) ; action, bearing, deport- 
ment. Obs. 

a 1586 Sidney (J.), Musidorus could not . . deliver that 
strength more nimbly, or become the delivery more grace- 
fully. 1586 A. Day Eng* Secretary 11. (1625) 127 Men . . for 
their several! callings questionlesse of very good delivery. 
1634 Sir T. Herbert Trav. 223 Observing simplicity in 
the Messingers delivery and lookes. a 1639 Wotton (J.), 
The duke had the neater limbs, and freer delivery, 1741 
: Richardson Pamela i 1824) 1 * xxxii. 3x9 There is a 'great 
deal in a delivery , as it is called, in a way, a manner, a de- 
portment, to engage people’s attention and liking. x8x8 
i Todd, Deliverness, agility , . What we now term delivery. 
i Jig* 1762-71 H. Walpole Venue's A need. Paint. (1786) 
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IT. t/ 7 It has the greatest freedom of pencil, the happiest 
delivery of nature. 

7 . The utterance or enunciation (of words), the 
delivering (of a speech, etc.). 

1581 Pettie Guazzo's Civ. Conv. n. (1586) 58 All their 
force aud vertue lyeth in the sweete deliverie of their 
wordes. _ 1586 A. Day Eng. Secretary 1. (1625) 37 His skill 
and delivery of forraigne languages [was] so wonderful! 
1665 Lloyd State Worthies 11670) 22 One thing he ad- 
vised young men to take care of in their publick deliveries. 
1818 Jas. Mill Brit. India III. ii. 68 Four days were 
occupied in the delivery of the speech. 1879 McCarthy 
Own Times II. xix. 57 The speech occupied some five hours 
in delivery. 

b. Manner of utterance or enunciation in public 
speaking or singing. 

1667 Pf.pys Diary 19 May, Meriton . . hath a strange 
knack of a grave, serious delivery. 1769 Johnson in Bos- 
well Life an. 1781 (184,8) 679/2 His delivery, though uncon- 
strained, was not negligent. 1853 Holyoaice Rudim. Public 
Speaking. 13 The power of distinct and forcible pronuncia- 
tion is the basis of delivery. 1892 Sat. Rev . 15 Oct. 443/1 
Few men of his generation had a greater fund of talk or 
a more telling delivery. 

t 8. The action of setting forth in words, or that 
which is set forth ; communication, narration, state- 
ment ; = Deliverance 7. Obs. 

1586 A. Day Eng. Secretary 1. (1625) 22 The order here- 
after to be observed in delivery of examples. 1611 Shaks. 
Wint. T. v. ii. 10, I make a broken deliuerie of the Businesse. 
1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. 1. iy, Which enigmatical 
deliveries comprehended useful! verities. 1653 H. (Jogan tr. 
Pinto's Trav. xxxvii. 145 , 1 will forbear the delivery of many 
matters, that possibly might bring much contentment. 

Dell 1 (del). [ME, delle , corresp. to MDu. and 
MLG. delle, mod.Du. del, MHG. and mod.G. telle 
WGer. *datj& - or *daljdn- fem., deriv. of *dalo-, 
GLG. dal, Dale ; root meaning * deep or low 
place/ Of. also Goth, ibdalja , and OE. nfdsd, 
descent. {Dell bears nearly the same etymological 
relation to dale, that den does to dean.)] 
f 1 . A deep hole, a pit. Obs. 

*531 Elyot Gov. ir. ix, Curtius. .enforsed his horse to lepe 
in to the dell or pitte. 1579 Spenser Sheph. Cal. Mar. 51 
Thilke same. . Ewe. . Fell headlong into a dell [gloss, a hole 
in the ground]. 1770 Langhorne Plutarch (1879) II. 889/1 
He met with dells or other deep holes. 1783 Ainsworth Lat . 
Diet. (Morell) 1, A dell , fossa. 

2 . A deep natural hollow or vale of no great ex- 
tent, the sides usually clothed with trees or foliage. 

c 1220 Bestiary 5 Bi wile weie so he [ 5 e leun] wile To dele 
niSerwenden. £1420 Anturs of A rth. i, On a day thay 
horn dy3t into the depe dellus. C1475 Rauf Coil $ear 17 
The deip durandlie draif in mony deip dell. 1610 Fletcher 
Faith/. Shepherdess n. ii, Yon same dell, O ertopp’d with 
mourning cypress and sad yew Shall be my cabin. 1634 
Milton Conms 312 Every alley green, Dingle, or bushy 
dell. 1794 Mrs. Radcliffe Myst. Udolpho xxviii, Disput- 
ing. .on the situation of a dell where they meant to form an 
ambuscade. 2798 Coleridge Fear in Solitude, A green and 
silent spot, amid the hills, A small and silent dell ! 1845 
B'ness Bunsen in Hare Life II. iii. 86 Miss Gurney's 
cottage is in a sheltered dell, with woods on each side. 

transf. 1812 Southey in Omniana I. 54. Young ladies 
would do well to remember, that if laughter displays dimples, 
it creates dells. 

Bell 2 (del). Rogues' Cant . arch . A young 

girl (of the vagrant class) ; a wench. 

1567 Harman Caveat 75 A Dell is a yonge wenche, able 
for generation, and not yet knowen. .by the vpright man. 
1621 B. Jonsgn Gipsies Meiamorph. Wks. (Rtldg.) 624/1 
Sweet doxies and dells, My Roses and Nells, Scarce out of 
your shells. 1630 Taylor (Water P.) Wks. n. 112/1 She’s 
a Priests Lemman, and a Tinkers Pad, Or Dell, or Doxy, 
(though the names be bad). 1688 R. Holmes A rmoury ii. 
iii. § 68 Dells, trulls, dirty Drabs. 2834 H. Ainsworth 
Rookwood hi. v, * Sharp as needles \ said a dark-eyed dell. 
Dell(e, obs. form of Deal. 

II Della Crusca (d^l,ia knrska). [It. Acca- 
demia della Crusca, lit. Academy of the bran or 
chaff.] The name of an Academy established at 
Florence in 1582, mainly with the object of sifting 
and purifying the Italian language; whence its 
name, and its emblem, a sieve. 

The first edition of its Dictionary, . the Vocabolario degli 
Accademici della Crusca, appeared in 1612, and the fourth, 
1729-38, has long been considered as the standard authority 
for the Italian language. A new edition on more historical 
lines was begun in 2881, 

Hence Bella-Crtrscaii a., of, pertaining to, or 
after the style of the Academy della Crusca, or its 
methods; also, applied to a school of English 
poetry, affecting an artificial style, started towards 
the end of the 18th c. ; sb. a member of this 
Academy, or English school of poetry. Hence 
Bella-Crui'scanism. 

One of the noted writers of this school was Mr. Robert 
Merry, who (having been elected a member of the Florentine 
Academy) adopted the signature of Della Crusca , whence 
the name was extended to the school as a whole. 

[2796 Gifford Mseviad Introd. 8-9 While the epidemic 
malady was spreading from fool to fool, Della Crusca [i. e. 
Merry] came over [from Italy], and immediately announced 
himself by a sonnet to Love, .and from one end of the king- 
dom to the other, all was nonsense and Della Crusca.] 2815 
W. H. Ireland Scribbleomania 48 Mr. Pratt has certainly 
indulged too much in the flimsy Della Cruscan style. 2822 
Shelley Boat on Scrchio 67 In such transalpine Tuscan As 
would have killed a Della-Cruscan. 2857 Trench Defic. 
Eng. Diets. 7 It is for those who use a language to sift the 
bran from the. flour, to reject that and retain this. They are 


to be the true Della Cmscans. tBBz Athenaeum zo.Aug. 
230/1 The detestable Della Cruscanism which makes many 
new volumes of verse a positive offence. 

Belly] (de*li), a. rare. [f. Dell sbl + -Y.] 
Abounuing in dells. 

2862 G. Calvert Univ. Restoration, Delly woods remote. 

Delocalize (dzDu-kaloiz), v. [f. De- II. i +• 
Lqcalize v.] trans. To detach or remove from its 
place or locality, or from local limitations. 

2855 De Morgan in Graves Life Sir W. R. Hamilton 
(1889) III. 505 The Morning Register I could not use; 
you had better not delocalize it. 1867 Lowell Study Wind., 
Gt. Public Character, We can have no St. Simons or 
Pepyses till we have a Paris or London to delocalize our 
gossip and give it historic breadth. 2870 R. B. D. Morier 
Rep. Land Tenure (Pari. Papers) 208 It was necessary to 
find some means of effecting the transfers, .without delocal- 
izing the Land Register. 

Hence Belo'calized ppl. a., B ©localization. 

2887 Daily Hews 13 Jan. 5/2 A reform in the direction of 
what may be called dockyard de-localisation. 

II Deloo (dilw*)- [Native name in Dor language 
(in Soudan! for the gazelle.] A species of antelope, 
CephalolopJius grimmia, found in northern Africa, 
akin to the dtvykerbok of South Africa. 

286s J, Pethf.rick Egypt , etc . 482 (Vocab. Dor language) 
Gazelle = diloo. 2874 G. Schweinfurth Heart of Africa 
I, 244 The Deloo has only one pair of these glands, 
t Deloy*alty a Obs. rare- 1 , [ad. F. dlloyaute 
formerly desloyau ItS : see De- I. 6.] * Disloyalty. 

2572 Admon. Regent 212 in Sempill Ballads (1872) 232 
Sum hes. .Lyfes losit for thair deloyaltie. 

Delph, var. of Delf. 

Delphian, (derifian). [f. Delphi place name + 
-an.] Of or relating to Delphi, a town of ancient 
Greece on the slope of Mount Parnassus, and to the 
sanctuary and oracle of Apollo there ; hence, of or 
relating to the Delphic Apollo ; and transf. oracu- 
lar, of the obscure and ambiguous nature of tbe re- 
sponses of the Delphic oracle. 

2625 Hart Anat. Ur. 1. ii. 25 [They] are nothing at all 
ashamed, by the vrine alone to deliuer their Delphian oracles 
concerning all diseases. 2631 Wef.ver Anc. Fun. Mon. 48 
This treasure, .was a part of the Delphian riches. 1873 
Lowell Among my Bks. Ser. 11. 322 His eyes had an inward 
Delphian look. 2887 Bowen Virg. AEneid n. 213 We send, 
perplexed, to the Delphian fane, Counsel to ask of the god. 
So BeTpMc, f ZJsTphical 

2599 Marston Sco. Villanie 169 Some of his new-minted 
Epithets 1 as Reall, Intrinsecate, Delphickei. a 2662 Holyday 
Juvenal 174 The mathematical table was by the ancients 
called the Delphick table ; 2742 Young Nt. Th. vii. 595 
Pride, like the Delphic priestess, with a swell, Rav’d non- 
sense, destin’d to be future sense. 2830 Fraser's Mag. 1 . 60 
This delphic fury — this preternatural possession. 2879 
Daily News 22 Nov. 5/5 This reads rather like a Delphic 
response, a 2603 T. Cartwright Cotifut. Rhem. N. T. 
(1618) 174 No riddles or Delphicall answers. 

DelpMn (de'lfin), sb. and a. Forms : 4 delfyn, 

5 -fyne, 5-6 delphyn, 6-7 -phine, 6- delphin. 
[a. L. delphin, delphm-us, a. Gr. SeXcph : cf. also It. 
delf no, Sp. defn, Pg. def?n, Pr. dalfin , dalphin , 
OF. dalphin , daulphin , mod.F. dauphin , whence 
Dolphin, Dauphin.] 
f A. sb. I. * Dolphin. Obs . 

c 1300 K. A Us. 6576 A water . .Tiger. . Heo noriceth delfyns, 
and cokadrill. 2387 Trevisa Higden (Rolls) 1 . 4 1 Thar buth 
oft ytake delphyns, & se-calues. c 2440 Promp. Parv. 54 
Brunswyne or delfyne . .delpkinus. 1555 Eden Decades 132 
Of a maruelous sence or memorie as are the elephant and the 
delphyn. 1633 P. Fletcher Pise. Eel. vii. xiii. 47 The lively 
Delphins dance, and brisly Seales give eare. 

f b. A drinking vessel of the shape of a dolphin. 
Obs. rare — \ 

2638 Junius Painting of Ancients 162 Some artificlall 
drinking vessels made after the manner of a dolphin, were 
called delphines. 

2 . Chem. Short for delphinin (see -in) : A neutral 
fat found in the oil of several species of dolphin ; 
called also dolphin- fat and phocenin. 

1863-72 Watts Diet. Chem. II. 309 Delphin is an oil very 
mobile at 17 0 C. 

B. adj. 

1 . [attrib. use of L. delphini in phrase ad usum 
Delphini i for the use of the Dauphin \] Of or 
pertaining to the Dauphin of France, and to the 
edition of Latin classics, prepared ‘ for the use of 
the dauphin’, son of Louis XIV. 

[172a Steele Sped. No. 330. p 4 All the Boys In the 
School, but I, have the Classick Authors in ttsum Delphini, 
gilt and letter’d on the Back.] 2775 E._ Harwood Gr. $ 
Rom. Classics (2778) 222 Delphin Classics, quarto, 2802 
Dibdin Introd. Classics to note , One of the rarest of the 
Delphin editions. 1818 Advt. in Valpy's Grk. Gram. (ed. 6) 
215 The best text will be used, and not the Delphin. # 1877 
Globe Encycl. II. 361 Valpy’s Variorum Latin Classics .. 
contain the Delphin notes and Interpretatio. 

2 . Chem. A bad form of Delphine, Delphinine. 
Delphina, Delphinate, Chem . : see Delphin- 
ine, Delphinic. 

+ DeTphinate, obs. variant of Dauphin ate. 

2629 Brent tr, Sarpis Connc. Trent (1676) 474 Some new 
stirs, raised by the Hugonots in the Delphinate. 

DeTpMne, a. and sb. [See Delphin.] 

1 . A variant of Delphin a. (Webster, 1828). 

2 . Zool. « Delphinine a. (Webster, 1828). 

3. Chem. «= Delphinine, sb. 


Belphine*strian. nonce-wd. [f. L. delphm-us 
dolphin, after equestrian^ A rider on a dolphin. 

1820 L. Hunt Indicator No. 27 (1822) I. 234 To the great 
terror of the young delphinestrian. 

Delphinic (delfrnik), a. [f. L. delphm-us 
dolphin : see Delphin 2.] In delphinic acid, an 
acid, discovered by Chevreuil in dolphin-oil, and 
afterwards in the ripe berries of the Guelder-rose ; 
it is identical with inactive valeric acid. A salt of 
it is a BeTpMnate. 

lDft 1 .p li.in in a (de’lfinoin), sb. Client, [f. Bot. 
L. Delphinium the genus Larkspur.] A highly 
poisonous alkaloid obtained from the seeds of 
Delphinium Staphesagria or Stavesacre . Called 
also BelpM'uia, and formerly DeTphia, BeV 
pM:na, DelpMne, 

1830 Lindley Nat. Syst. Bot. 7 The chemical principle 
called Delphine. 2838 T. Thomson Chem. Or g. Bodies 246 
Delphina was discovered, in 1819, by MM. Lassaigne and 
Feneulle in the seeds of the . . stavesacre. 2840 Henry Elern. 
Chem, II. 304 Of Delphia. 2863-72 Watts Diet. Chem. 
II. 310 Delphinine produces nausea when taken internally. 

It is said to act on the nervous system, and is used as a 
remedy in chronic swellings of the glands, 1876 Harley 
Mat. Med. 769 The active properties are due to delphinia or 
delphinine. 

Delphinine , a. Of the nature of a dolphin : 
in Zool., of or pertaining to the Delphinime or 
sub-family of Cetacea, containing the Dolphins and 
Porpoises. 

twlpMnite. Obs. Min. [f. L. Delphindtus, 
Dau phine (f. delpkinus, Dauphin), where found.] 
An obsolete name of yellowish green Epidote. 

2804 Fourcroy's Chem, II. 426 This is the , . delphinite of 
Saussure. 

Delphrnity. A humorous nonce-wd. after 
humanity : Dolphin-kind, the nature of dolphins. 

2860 Lever Day's Ride x, History has never told that 
the dolphins . . charmed by Orpheus were peculiar dolphins 
. .they were. .fish, .taken ‘ ex medio acervo ’ of delphinity. 

II Delphinium (delfrniihn). Bot. [Bot. Lat. 
Delphinium, a. Gr.SeA^h'toi' larkspur (Dioscorides), 
dim. of de\(f>iv dolphin (so named from the form of 
the nectary).] A genus of plants, N.O. Ranuncu- 
lacese, with handsome flowers of irregular form, 
comprising the common Larkspur and many other 
species. The name is in ordinary horticultural use 
for the cultivated species and varieties. 

1664 Evelyn Kal. Hort. (1729) 200 Sow divers Annuals .. 
as double marigold, Digitalis, Delphinium. 1882 The Gar- 
den 3 June 384/1 Another fine group is formed by a row of 
tall-growing Delphiniums . . in front of Clematises and 
Roses. 

BeTpMnoid, a. and sb. Zool. [ad. Gr. 8eA $1- 
voeidrjs like a dolphin, f. 5 «A <plv dolphin.] 

A. adj. Like or related to a dolphin ; belonging 
to the Delphinoidea, a division of the Cetacea, 
which includes the dolphins and seals. 

In mod. Diets. 

B. sb. A member of the Delphinoidea. 
Delphinoidine (delfinordoin). Chem . [f. as 

Delphinine + -oid.] An amorphous alkaloid ob- 
tained from the same source as delphinine. 

2883 in Syd. Soc. Lex. 

|| Delphinus (delfoi*n#s). The Latin word for 
* dolphin in Zool., the name of the cetacean genus 
containing the Dolphin and its co-species; in 
A sir on., one of the ancient constellations of the 
northern hemisphere, figured as a dolphin. 

a 267a Willughby Ichtkyogr . (1686) Tab. Delphinus. 
1835-6 Todd Cycl. Anat. I. 566/2 The Delphini. .have also 
a narrow rostrum. 

Delphisine. Chem. [f. delphine , Delphinine, 
by insertion of -is- repr. Gr. icr-os equal.] An alka- 
loid akin to delphinoidine, obtained from the same 
source, in warty crystals. Also called Delphisia . 
1883 in Syd. Soc. Lex. 

Delta (de’lta). [Gr. dl\ra (ad. Phoenician 
rrii daleth ), name of the fourth letter of the 
Greek alphabet ; also the land at the mouth of the 
Nile (Herod.), the Indus (Strabo), etc.] 

1 . The name of the fourth letter of the Greek 
alphabet, having the form of a triangle (A), and the 
power of D. 

c 1400 Maundev. (2839) iii, 20 Jif aee wil wite of here A, B, 
C. -thei clepen hem- .a Alpha ., 8 Deltha..w Omega. 1602 
Holland Pliny 1 . 96 Many haue called ^Egypt by the name 
of the Greeke letter Delta, 2860 T. A. G. Balfour Typ. 
Char . Nature 128 In Botany the symbol of a perennial 
plant is a Delta. 

2 . Hist. {The Delta.) The tract of alluvial land 
enclosed and traversed by the diverging mouths of 
the Nile ; so called from the triangular figure of 
the tract enclosed between the two main branches 
and the coast-line. 

2 555 Eden Decades 250 Thegoulfe pf Arable . . from whense 
they determyned to brynge a nauigable trench vnto the 
ryuer of Nilus, where as is the fyrst Delta. 2602 Holland 
Pliny 1 . 67 As in VEgypt Nilus maketh that which they call 
Delta. 2636 Sir H. Blount Voy. Levant (1637) 57, I en- 
quired of the Delta, and the Niles seven streames. 273a 
Lediard Sethos II. ix. 354 The most convenient port of the 
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Delta. . 1875 Towett Plato fed. 2) III. 529 At the head of 
the Egyptian "Delta, where the river Nile divides. 

b. Geog. The more or less triangular tract of 
alluvial ' land formed at the mouth, of a river, and 
enclosed or traversed by its diverging branches. 

1790 Gibbon Misc. Wks. (1814) III. 453 The triangular 
island or delta of Mesola, at the mouth of the Po. 1794 
Sullivan View Nat I. 94 The earthy matter, borne down 
by the floods, is.. thrown back upon the shores, into bays 
and creeks, and into the mouths of rivers, where it forms 
deltas. 1830 Lyell Princ. Geol. 1 . 13 Islands have become 
connected with the main land by the growth of deltas and 
new deposits. 1836 Marry at Olla. Podr. xxvi, The two 
rivers, .enclose a large delta of land. 1893 Nation 16 Feb. 
1 25/1 The villages are situated on small deltas, built by tor- 
rential streams that descend from the neighboring hills. 

3 . Any triangular space or figure; f the constel- 
lation of the Triangle. 

1638 C. Aleyn Hist. Hen. VII, 134 But if the nobler souls, 
as they maintain'd, Were fixed In the body of some starre, 
Then Edwards murder’d sonnes and Warwickes are In those 
call’d Delta, of Triangle fashion. 

4 . aftrib. and Comb., as delta-format ion, - land ; 
delta-metal, an alloy of copper, zinc, and iron in- 
troduced about 1883, and named in allusion to its 
three constituents. 

1806 Forsyth Beauties ScotL IV. 225 The Carse. .con- 
sidered as the finest sort of alluvial or delta land. 1858 
Geikie Hist. Bonlderix. 172 The process of delta-formation 
remains essentially the same, both in lakes and at the sea. 
1:862 Dana Man. Geol. n. 647 Stratification of delta deposits. 
1883 Engineer 23 Feb. 140 Mr. Alexander Dick [has] suc- 
ceeded in producing an alloy which he calls ‘ Delta metal*. 
*884 Times 14 June 8 * Delta metal*, .is an alloy of copper, 
zinc, and iron. .A steam launch.. has.. been built entirely of 
this metal [by Mr. A. Dick], 

Beltafiea-tion* [f. Delta + -ficatiok.] The 
formation of a delta at the mouth of a river. 

1864 in Webster. 

Deltaic (delteWk), a. [mod. f. Gr. SiXra + -10 : 
cf. algebraic .] Of, pertaining to, or forming a delta ; 
of the nature of a delta. 

1846 Worcester cites Edin. Rev. 1878 C J. Anderson 
in Macm. Mag. Jan. 251/2 A deltaic tract of country tra- 
versed by a number of arms of the Cauvery. 1882 Sir R. 
Temple m Standard 26 Aug. 3/3 The deltaic population of 
the Lower Ganges. 

t Deltan, a. Obs. rare — K [f. Delta + -an : 
cf. Roman.} Of the Delta of Egypt. 

z 6 oo Tourneur Trans. Metamcrph, lxv. Wks, 1878 II. air 
Throughout the Deltan soile, 

Deltation (delt^jbn). [mod, f. Delta.] 
Formation of a delta at the mouth of a river. 

1886 tr. Pelleschis Argentine Rep, 185 Effects produced 
by the deltation or deposition. ,of sediment from the rivers 
of the Gran Chaco. 

Beltic (deritik), a. rare . [f. Delta 4 -ic : cf. 
Indie,} = Deltaic. 

1865 Page Geol. Terms 171 Deliic, of or belonging to 
a delta. 1876 — Adv, Texi-bk. 6W. xiv. 240 Their plants 
seem to have grown in marshes and deltic jungles. 

|J Deltictiinn (delti*di#m). Conch, [mod. L. 
dim. of Gr. dlkra Delta, in reference to its shape. 
(Cf. Gr, tcvvdhov little dog, from «w-.)] The trian- 
gular space, usually covered in by a horny shell or 
operculum, between the beak and the hinge of 
brachiopod shells. 

1851 Richardson Geol. viii. (1855) 232 The form and struc- 
ture of the area and deltidium afford good generic charac- 
ters. 1888 Rolleston Sc Jackson A nim. Life 693 The 
groove is usually converted into a foramen by a * deltidium ’ 
(vhich consists of two calcareous pieces. 

Beltokedron (deltohrdr^a). Crystal I. [f. 

5 eX to-, taken as combining form of next + -hedron.] 
1879 Rossiter Die t. Set. Terms , Deltohedron, a solid 
figure the surface of which is formed by twenty-four deltoids. 
Deltoid (dedtoid), a. {sb.) [mod. a. Gr, 5 e\- 
Tocd% delta-shaped, triangular : see -010, So F. 
ddtoide (in Pare, 16th c.) ; mod.L, dell aides (Lin- 
naeus), and deltoideusi} 

X. Resembling the Greek letter Ain shape; trian- 
gular ; esp. in Bot., of a leaf ; ( also triangular in 
section, as the leaf of Mesembryanthemum ddtoi- 
dcum ; also in comb., as deltoid-cmate, of an ovate 
outline but somewhat deltoid ; so deltoid-hastate, 
etc. 

*753 CiiaxMbers Cycl. Sup/. s. v. Leaf, Ddtoide Leaf. 1793 
Martyn Lang. Bot . s. v., A leaf of the common Black Pop- 
lar., ■is given as an instance of a deltoid leaf in Linnaeus’s 
specific characters. 1845 Lindley Sch. Bot. vii. (1858) 122 
Leaves.ovate, acute, 'sotnewliat deltoid. 1870 Hooker Sited. 
Flora 240' Ciceudia . , calyx, campanulate, teeth deltoid. 

-lb* ■ Delioi-d muscle (Aimt.) ;■ the Targe, muscle of 
triangular shape which forms the prominence of the 
shoulder; it serves to raise the arm and draw it 
from the body. Deltoid ligament : see quot. 1835. 

1741 Monro Amt. (ed. 3)237 Some Part of the deltoid 
M usde. 1835-6 Todd Cycl A nat. 1 . 152 The internal tibio- 
tarsat ligament, is also called the internal lateral, and by 
Weithecht, the deltoid ligament. ■ ; 1877 Rosenthal Muscles 
Nerves r 92 The elevator of the upper arm, which on ac- 
count of its triangular shape is called the deltoid muscle. 

c. Entom. Deltoid moth: a moth which in re- 
pose spreads its wings over the back in a triangular 
form ; also absol 

1859 H. T. Stainton Manual Brit. Butterflies $ Moths 
II. 125 Deltoides, these insects form a 'sort of connecting 
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group between the Noctum and the true Pyralldse . , Any 
one who. has, seen that insect ip. repose will recognize the 
resemblance in the form of the wings to the Greek Delta, 
A, whence the name. 2869 E. Newman Brit. Moths 'Pref. 3 
It was intended to include the Deltoids, Pyrales, Veneers, 
and Plumes. 

2 . Of the nature of the delta of a river. 

1837 Penny Cycl. VIII. 376/1 The whole of Holland is 
a formation of deltoid islands, created by the anastomosing 
branches of the Rhine, the Meuse, and the Scheldt. The 
deltoid form of the mouths of the Petchora is no longer 
recognizable in the group of islands at its embouchure. xS6x 
Darwin in Life % Lett. (1887) II. 3164 The French superficial 
deposits are deltoid and semi-marine. 

B. sb. 1 . The deltoid muscle. Also in L. form 
deltoides , deltoldeus. 

[x68x tr. Willis * Rent. Med. Whs, Vocab., Deltoides, a 
muscle in the top of the arm, having the figure of a Delta, 
the Greek D.] 1758 J- S. Le Drafts Qbserv. Surg. (1771) 
149 The Deltoid was elevated by it and much tummed. 
i860 0 . W. Holmes Elsie V. iii. (1891) 32 The deltoid, which 
caps the shoulder like an epaulette. 

aitrib. 1881 Mivart Cat 91 External to this is a slightly 
roughened and elevated tract called the deltoid ridge. 

2 . (See quot) 

1879 Rosstter Diet. Sci. Terms, Deltoid, a four-sided 
figure formed of two unequal isosceles triangles on opposite 
sides of a common base, 

3 . A Deltoid moth : see A. 1 c. 

Deltoidal (deltordal), a. [f. prec. + ~al.] a. 

Pertaining to the delta of a river, b. = Deltoid 

a. 1. c. Of the shape of a Deltoid (rd. 2). 

1837 Penny Cycl- VIII, 375/2 Thealluvial tract is frequently 
intersected by a great many deltoidal branches. 1873 W. 
K. Sullivan O' Curry's Anc. Irish I. Introd. 505 Square, 
rectangular or deltoidal instruments of the harp kind. 

Deltoideo-, combining form of mod.L. deltot- 
detts adj., used to express * with deltoid tendency \ 
‘deltoid and — % as deltoideo -lunate. 

1850 Dana Geol. App. i. 707 Aperture deltoideo-l unate, 
a little dilated either side. 

|| Delubruttl (dzTkrbnmi). [L., f. delu-ere to 
wash off, cleanse, with instrumental suffix -bbum.] 

1 . A temple, shrine, or sanctuary. 

2 . Reel. Arch. a. A church furnished with a font. 

b. A font. 

1665 Sir T. Herbert Trav. *1677) 164 The Ethnique Ro- 
mans, -at the entrance into their Temples had tanks or like 
places to wash in : Delnbra they called them. 1698 Fryer 
Acc . E. India J P. 265 Attributing Divine Honour to the 
Fire, maintaining it always alive in the Delubriums, or 
Places set apart for their Worship. 

t BeXirce, dely's. Obs. A shortening of 
flower deluce, a former anglicized form of Y.fleur 
de Us (OF. lys), i.e. lily-flower, the ensign of the 
Bourbons. Also deluce flower . 

c 1450 Lqnelich Grail xliit. 253 Owt of the delys, A rose 
Owt sprang Of Riht gret pris. 1586 W. W ebbe Eng. Poetrie 
(Arb.) 84 Kyngcuppe and Lillies.. and the deluce fiowre. 
1594 Plat Jewell-ho. in. 44 The purple part of the leafe of 
the flower deluce. 

Delucidate, -itate, obs. fif. Dilucidate. 
BeXndafole (d/lbTdab’l), a. [f. Delude v. + 
-able.] Capable of being deluded. 

1646 Sm T. Browne Pseud, Eg. u ii, He is not so ready to 
deceive himself, as to falsifie unto him whose Cognition is 
no way deludaHe. 

Delude (dfl ! £*d), v. [ad. L. delud-Ire to play 
false, mock, deceive, f. De- I. 4 + ludere to play. 
(Cl rare obs. F. deluder, 1402 in Godef.)] 

•fl. tram. To play with (any one) to his injury 
or frustration, under pretence of acting seriously ; 
to mock, esp. in hopes, expectations, or purposes ; 
to cheat or disappoint the hopes of. Obs. 

1494 Faryan Chron. vn. ccxxxiv, 27a The Cristen prynces 
seinge that they were thus deluded. 1543 in W. H. Turner 
Select. Rec, Oxford 170 A man that..hadde deluded wyth 
delayes the . . commissioners. 1596 N asiie Saffron Walden 
35 There is no Husbandman but tills and sowes in hope of 
a good crop, though manie times he is deluded with a bad 
Haruest. 1630 Dekker and Pt. Honest Wh. Wks. 1873 
II. 138 Vet sure Pth end he ’II delude all my hopes. 1671 
Milton Samson 396 Thrice I deluded her, and turned to 
sport Her importunity. 1697 Dryden Virg. Past. vt. 30 
For by the fraudful God deluded long, They now resolve to 
have their promis’d Song. 

b. To disappoint or deprive of by fraud or de- 
ceit; to defraud of. 

1493 Petronilla 99 Of bis purpos Flaccus was deludyd. 
c 1585 Fairs Em m. 904 Whose ransom..! am deluded of 
by this escape. 1586 A. Day Eng. Secretary 11. (1625) 88 
Yong men . . cautelpusly. .deluded of that, whereunto both 
their parents and birth do commend them. 1594 Marlowe 
& Nashe Dido v. Wks. (Rtldg.) 272/2 Thou for some petty 
gift hast let him go. And I am thus deluded of my boy. 

f 2 . To deride, mock, laugh at Obs. rare. 

15,26 Pilgr. Perf. (W. de W. 1531) 300 b, Thus beaten and 
deluded Annas sent the bounde to Cayphas. 1586 [cf. De* 
ludee]. 

3 . To befool the mind or judgement of, so as to 
cause what is false to be accepted as true ; to bring 
by deceit into a false opinion or belief ; to cheat, 
deceive, beguile; to impose upon with false im- 
pressions or notions. 

0x450 Henryson Comfl. CreseideCR), The idol of a thing 
in case may be So depe emprinted in the fantasie That it 
deludeth the wittes outwardly. 1526 Tindale Acts viii. ix 
With Sorcery he had deluded their wittes. 1532 Frith 
Mirror (1829) 272 God.. cannot be deluded, although the 


world may he blinded. 2687 T. Brown Saints tn Uproar 
Wks. 1730 I. 81 They are seven as arrant imposters as ever 
deluded the credulous world. X74S De Foe's Eng, Trades- 
man I. xxii. 2xx The world are taken in, deluded, and im- 
posed upon by outside and tinsel. 1853 Bright 67*. India 3 
June, A system which obscured responsibility and deluded 
public opinion. 

b. with extension {on, to, into). 

<2x643 W. Cartwright Lady-Errant 1 v. 1, Go, and delude 
them on. 17x9 De Foe Crusoe (1840) I. xv. 259 The many 
stratagems he made use of, to delude mankind to their ruin, 
1875 Jowett Plato (ed. 2) V. 512 Let no one be deluded by 
poets, - into a mistaken belief of such things. 

f 4 . To frustrate the aim or purpose of; to elude, 
evade. Obs. 

1536 Act 28 Hen. VIII , c. 5 Diuers . . haue , . practised to 
defraude and delude the sayd. . statutes. 1600 Hasp. Inc. 
Fooles 58 Thus did he delude the last blow of this despiteful 
Foole. x6ox Holland Pliny x. 1 , There was a starting hole 
found to delude and escape the meaning thereof. 1638 Sir 
T. Herbert Trav. (ed. 2) xi The 7. of June she againe de- 
luded us, after two houres chase. 1647 1 ST , Bacon Disc. Govt. 
Eng. 1. xli. (1739) 66 The entailing ^of Estates, .was very 
ancient, although by corrupt custom it was deluded. x68o 
Dryden Ovid's Ep. vii. (R.), Tyber now thou seek’st . . Vet 
it deludes thy search. 

f 5 . To beguile (time). Obs. 

x 6 z$ Val. Welshm. (1663) Bij b, I need not here delude The 
precious time. x66o R. Coke Power <§• Subj. Pref. 1 In 
entertaining worldly pleasures, thereby to delude, and spend 
their time. 

Deluded (diTi/'ded), ppl. a . [f. prec. + -ED.] 
Deceived by mocking prospects, beguiled, misled ; 
see the verb. 

a 1628 Sir J. Beaumont Transfig. Our Lord in Farr S. P. 
James / (1848) 145 To weane deluded mindes From fond 
delight. 1710 Norris Chr. Prud. iv. 153 With disappoint- 
ment and a deluded expectation. 1781 Gibbon Decl. <§* F. 
III. 237 Their deluded votaries. 

Hence Delrrdedly adv. 

1830 Biackw. Mag. XXVIII. 364 So deludedly stupid as 
to believe himself Apollo. 

Deluder (diTzPdoi). [f. Delude v. + -ee.] 
One who deludes. 

(In quot. 1586, one who mocks or derides.) 

1586 A. Day Eng. Secretary n. (1625) 122 That he be no 
ordinary scoffer, or frivolous deluder of other mens speeches, 
gestures, reasons, or conditions. 1629 Pkynne (title), God 
no Impostor nor Deluder. 1713 Rowe Jane Shore '}, Thou 
soft deluder, Thou beauteous witch, X725 Pope Odyss. xii. 
221 Thus the sweet deluders tune the song. 1840 Barham 
Ingol. Leg., Look at Clock, Gin’s but a snare of Old Nick 
the deluder. 

Deluding (diTzPdirj), vbl, sb. [-ingL] The 
action of the verb Delude : cheating. 

X645 Milton 7 'etrach. (1851) 184 No Covnant .. intended 
to the good of both parties, can hold to the deluding or 
making miserable of them both, a 1650 Bp. Prideaux Each. 
228 (T.) Annanias and Sapphira’s dainty deluding* with a 
smooth lie. 

Delu ding, pfiL a. [-IRC 2.] That deludes. 

1596 Shaks. 7 am. Shr. iv. iii 31 Thou false deluding 
slaue, That feed’s! me with the uerie name of meate. 1649 
Milton Eikon. xxviii, Not as a deluding ceremony, but as 
a real condition. 1727 Dyer Grongar Hilt 120 EyM thro’ 
hope’s deluding glass. 

Hence DeXirdingly adv. 

1641 ‘ Smectymnuus* Find. Answ. § 5. 63 To performs 
the contrary to what hee hath deludingly promised. 

Deluge (de*liMd:5), sb. Also 4-5 (7) diluge, 
6 diludge, (7 dyluge), [a. F. ddhige (12th c. in 
Hatzf.), early ad, L, diluvium (see Diluvium), 
modified after the example of words of popular 
formation (Hatzf,). OF. forms nearer to the L. 
were deluve, delouve, diluve : cf. Pr. diluvi, Sp. and 
It. diluvio . An earlier ME. form was Diluvy. In 
the 15th c. it rimed with huge.} 

1 . A great flood or overflowing of water, a de- 
structive inundation- (Often used hyperboHeally, 
e.g. of a heavy fall of rain.) 

CX374 Chaucer Boetk. n. vi. 51 Ne no deluge ne dol> so 
cruel harmes. c 1393 — Scogan 14 Thow cawsest this diluge 
\v. r. deluuye] of pestilence. x6oi Holland Pliny 1. 39 
There happen, together with earthquakes, deluges also, and 
inundations of the sea. 1634 Sir T. Herbert Trav . 54 
A violent storm® of raine ,. caused such a sudden Deluge. . 
that a Carravan of two thousand camels perish t. . 1720 Gay 
Poems (1745) I* X39 When the bursting clouds a deluge 'pour. 
X748 F. Smith Vey. Disc. N.-W. Pass . L xar A. Harbour., 
where they, might go free, from the left' and 'the. Spring 
Deluge, which sometimes. happens ... by the. Suddenness of 
the Thaw. ■ . 1853 Motley Dutch Rep. (1861) II. 270 The 
memorable deluge of the thirteenth century out of which 
the Zuyder Zee was barn. 1878 Huxley Physiogr. 131 
■Where the rain comes down as a 'deluge. 

2 . spec. The great Flood in the time of Noah 
(also called the general or universal deluge'). 

<7x386 Chaucer Pars. T. f 765 God dreynte al the world 
at the. diluge {v.r. diluve]. 1483 Caxton G. de la Tour 
D viij, The deluge or gaderyng of waters in the dayes.'Of 
Noe. 1559 W* Cunningham Cosmogr. Glasse 134 .Jaffa, a: 
port which® was huilded before the diludge. . , *635 N. Car- 
penter Geog. Del. 11. i, 8 In the generall deluge alfmankinde 
suffered for their sinnes a plague of waters. x725.DE Foe 
Voy. round World 11840) 289 From the days of the general 
'deluge.' x88b Ouida Moths I. 46 ft must have been worn 
at the deluge. ■ 

3 . fig. and iransf. 

c 1430 Lydg. Min. Poems 25 r (Matz.) That worldly wawes 
with there mortal deluge Ne drowne me nat. 1555 Eden 
Decades Pref. to Rdr. (Arb.) 51 Drowsed in the: deluge of 
errouxe. 1632 Lithgow Trav. x. 446 The general deluge 
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of the Gothes, Hunnes and Vandales. 1667 Milton P. L. 
1. 68 A fiery Deluge, fed With ever-burning Sulphur uncon- 
sum’d. 1769-72 tr. Juan # Ulloa'sVoy. (ed. 3) I, 25a The 
whole city and. .country were often, as it were, buried under 
a deluge of ashes. 1872 Black A dv. Phaeton xxvi, 359 Wh en 

the waters of this deluge of rhetoric had abated, 
t 4 . The inundation {of), Also fig. Obs. 

■x6ox Holland Pliny I. 65 In the generall deluge of the 
countrey by raine they only remained aliue, 1631 Wekver 
Anc. Fun. Mm. 768 Demolished long before the violent 
deluge of such buddings, which happened in the raigne of 
King Henry the eight. 

Deluge (de-limlg), v. [f. the sb. : cf. to flood.] 

1 . trans. To flow or pour over (a surface) in a 
deluge; to flood, inundate; also absol.. (Often 
used hyperbolically.) 

1649 M ontrose Epit. CJtas. / in Bp. Guthrie's Mem. (1702) 
255, I Me weep the World in such a Strain, As it should 
deluge once again. 1715-20. Pope Iliad xxi. 383 At every 
step, before Achilles stood The crimson surge, and delug’d 
him with blood. 1727 De Foe SysL Magic 1. iv. (1840) 104 
Sufficient to deluge the World, and drown Mankind. 1787 
Generous Attachment III. 82 The Heavens now deluged in 
good earnest. 1790 Mad. D’Arblay Diary Aug., He left 
me neither more nor less than deluged in tears. 1869 Phil- 
lips Vesuv . iii. 48 Hot water from the mountain deluged the 
neighbourhood. 

2 . fig. and transf. 

1654 E. Coke Lognk (1657) A vij b, Truths that before 
deluged you, will take you now but up to the Ancles. 173a 
Pope Ep. Bathurst 137 At length Corruption, like a gen'ral 
flood .. Shall deluge all. 1833 Hr. Martineau Loom <$• 
Lugger 1. i. 2 The market was deluged with smuggled silks. 
185a W. Irving Goldsmith xxi. 227 The kingdom was 
deluged with pamphlets. 

Hence Deluged fipl. a . ; DeTuger, one who de- 
luges {nonce-wd.) ; DeTuging vbl. sb. and fpl. a. 

1712 Blackmore (J.), The deluged earth. 1824 Miss Mit- 
ford Village Ser. I, (1863) 177 The sky promised a series 
of deluging showers. 1834 Georgian Era IV. 463/2 He 
vented his reproaches upon the cleluger.^ 1887 Bowen Virg. 
Aineid nr. 625 The deluged threshold in gore Ran. 1890 
W. C. Russell Ocean Trag.Il. xxi. 183 These darkening, 
glimmering, green delugings. 

t Beln'nifeate, v. Ohs. rare. [f. ppl. stem of 
L. delumhdre to lame in the loin, f. De- I. 6 + 
lumbus loin, flank.] trans. To lame, maim, emas- 
culate. 

1609 Bp. W. Barlow Answ. Nameless Cath. 316 His cut- 
ting of Fathers when hee cites them for his aduantage ; de- 
lumbating the positions of Protestants to make their doctrine 
odious. 1623 Cockeram, Delumbate , to heate, weaken, to 
hreake. 1624 Bp. Mountagu Gagg Pref. 18 Tertullian, Basil, 
Chrysostome . . we neither geld nor delumhate for speaking 
too plaine nor use them like you. 

{J Delundtmg (de'fondflrf). Also delendung. 
[Native Javanese name.] The weasel-cat of Java 
and Malacca, belonging to the civet family. 

1840 tr. Cuvier's Anirn. Kingd. 92 Delundung. A rare 
Javanese animal, of slender form, very handsomely streaked 
and spotted. Allied to the Genets. 

■f BeltrsiMe, Ohs. rare. [f. L. delfts-’, ppl. 
stem of deludere to Delude : see -ble.] Capable 
of being deluded ; deludable. 

1665 Boyle Occas. Ref. 1. vui. (1845) 93 After they have 
been admitted by the more delusibie faculty we call Fancy, 

1 make them pass the severer scrutiny of Reason. 

Delusion (dilh/upn). Also 5 deluciou [ad. 
L. delftsibn-em, n. of action from deludere to De- 
lude : see -ion. (Cf. rare obs. F. delusion, 16th c. 
in Goclef.YJ The action of deluding ; the condition 
of being deluded. 

+ 1 . The action of befooling, mocking, or cheating 
a person in his expectations ; the fact of being so 
cheated or mocked. Ohs. 

1494 Fabyan Citron, vn. 438 Whan kyng Charlys was as- 
sertaynyd of this delusyon,he was greuouslye dyscontentyd 
agayne the Gascoynes, 1542 Hen. VIII Declar. Scots 197 
We haue paeiently suffred many delusions, and notably the 
laste yere, when we made preparation at Yorke for his re- 
paire to vs. 1624 Capt. Smith Virginia iv. 158 They saw 
all those promises were but delusions, 1656 Blount Glossogr 
Delusion, a mocking, abusing or deceiving. 

2 . The action of befooling with false impressions 
or beliefs ; the fact or condition of being cheated 
and led to believe what is false. 

C1420 Ly dg. Story of Thebes 1. (R.% But he her put in 
delusion As he had done it for the nones. 31526-34 Tindale 

2 Thess. ii. 11 God shall sende them stronge delusion, that 
they shuld beleve lyes, 1529 More Dyaloge 1. Wks. 177/2 
Thinges . . done by the deuill for our delusion. 1671 Milton 
P. R, 1, 443 God hath justly giv’n the nations up To thy 
delusions. , *762 Foote Liar in. Wks. 1799 1 . 319,' K W. By 
all that’s sacred, Sir—. O, IV. I am now deaf to your delu- 
sions. ■ 1853 Bright Sp. India 3 J une. This concealment ■. . 
this delusion practised upon public opinion. 1876 Freeman 
Norm. Cong , V. xxiii. 331 In all this there was. something 
of the willing delusion of a people that takes its memories 
for hopes. 

3 . Anything that deceives the mind with a false 
impression; a deception : a fixed false opinion or 
belief with regard to objective things, esp. as a 
form of mental derangement 

1552 Huloet, Delusion wroughte by enchauntmente, pres- 
s' igium. 1588 F raunce Lawiers Log. I. ii. 5 For that there- 
by men . „ .'fell headlong' into divers delusions and erronious 
conceiptes. 1638 Junius Painting of Anc. 117 It shall re- 
semble a juglers delusion. 1720 Gay Poems (1745) II. 163 
Some dark' delusion swims before thy sight. ' 1874C.GEiK.iE 
Life in Woods xvi. 275 The poor fellow was only labouring 
under' a defusion. 


f 4 . Elusion, evasion. (Cf. Delude v. 4.) Obs. 
1606 Holland Sueton. 10 That none ever after should by 
such delusion of the law seeke evasion. 

Delusional (fiVu&mX), a. [-al.] Of the 
nature of, or characterized by, delusion. 

1871 J. R. Reynolds Syst. Med. (1878) II. 29 Delusional 
Insanity. 1884 American IX. 88 They regarded Taylor 
as a ‘delusional monomaniac*. 1891 Daily News 7 July 
7/1 She suffers from delusional insanity; that is, her actions 
depend upon false judgments of existing facts. 

Delusionist (dH^upnist). . [-ist.] a. One 
who is addicted to deluding, b. One given up to 
delusions. 

1841 A. W. Fonblanque in Lifefy Labours {i%jf\ 151 The 
great delusionist is to make believe that he is pledged to the 
one fete. 3 ^ 1845 Carlyle Cromwell (1871) IV. 25 Day-dream- 
ing Delusionists. 

Delusive (diTw-siv), a. [f. delfts ppl. stem 
of L. deludere to Delude : see -ive.] 

1 . Having the attribute of deluding, characterized 
by delusion, tending to delude, deceptive. 

1605 B. Jonson Volpone 1. i, A fox Stretch’d on the earth, 
with fine delusive sleights. Mocking a gaping crow. 1638 
Sir T. Herbert Tran. (ed. 2)110 In it [Arabia) was hatch t 
the delusive Alcaron. 1736 Butler Anal. Relig. 1, i. 16 
Imagination, .that forward delusive Faculty. 1759 Johnson 
Passe las xx. Appearances are delusive. 1855 Prescott 
Philip II, I. Tv. iv. 440 Holding out delusive promises of 
succour. 1869 Phillips Vesuv. iii. 88 The lava had a de- 
lusive aspect of yielding to any impression. 

2 . Of the nature of a delusion. 

1645 Milton Tetrach. (1851) 156 The breed of Centaures 
. .the fruits of a delusive mariage. 1833 Longf. Coplas de 
Manrique xiii, Behold of what delusive worth The bubbles 
we pursue on earth. 

Delusively (diT* 7 *sivli), adv. [-LY 2 .] In a 
delusive manner. 

1646 Gaule Cases Consc. 46 God utterly deserting, the 
Devill delusively invading. 1648 A. Burrell Cord. Calen- 
ture 5 The Officers of the Navie did delusively cause Seaven 
great Frigots to be built. 1818 Mad. D’Arblay Diary 17 
Nov., How sweet to me were those words, which I thought 
— alas, how delusively 1 — would soothe and invigorate re- 
covery. 1885 Manch Exam. 6 June 5/3 The senses act 
delusively and uncertainly. 

Delusiveness (diTz?sivnes). [-ness] De- 
lusive or deceptive quality. 

a 1652 J. Smith Sel. Disc. vi. 208 The wiser sort of the 
heathen have happily found out the lameness and delusive- 
ness of it. 181 1 Lamb Trag. Shahs. , This exposure of super- 
natural agents upon the stage is truly bringing in a candle 
to expose their own delusiveness. 1873 M. Arnold L it. <$* 
Dogma (18761 183 It is needful to show the line of growth 
of this Aberglaube, and its delusiveness, 
t Deluso*rious, a. Ohs. rare . [f. med. or mod. 
L. delusori us Delusory + -ous.] =next. 

1625 Jackson Creed v. xliii, Delusorious imaginations of 
brotherly love’s inherence in hearts wherein [etc.). 

Delusory (d*T tt-scri), a. [ad. med. or mod.L. 
delft sori-us, f. ppl. stem delfts- [see Delusive) : cf. 
obs. F, delusoire (15th c. ).] Having the character 
of deluding; of deluding quality; delusive. 

1588 J. Harvey Disconrs. Probl. 4 1 Practises deuised onely 
. .asdelusorie experiments, and wilie sleights to make fooles. 
16x1 Speed Hist. Gt. Brit. ix. ix. §85 His errand was in 
shew glorious, but in truth both delusory and unprofitable. 
1686 Goad Celest. Bodies 1. iii. 10 Are all Pretences to a Pre- 
science, .delusory and impossible? 1753 Hervey Therm <$• 
A spasia Ded. (1786) 4 Beguiled by delusory pleasures. 3:8x4 
Mad. D’Arblay Wanderer III. 430, 1 had some hope, .but 
I had already given, it up as delusory, 
f Deluute, v. Obs. rare~ °. [ad. L. delutdre, f. 
De- I. $ + lutdre to daub with lutum moist clay.] 
1623 Cockeram, Delate, to cover with clay. 

Deluvian, -ate, Deluvy : see Dr-. 

■f Delvage (deTv£d,g). Obs. [f. Dklve v. + 
-AGE.] Delving ; the digging, ploughing, or turn- 
ing up of the soil in process of tillage. 

16x0 W. Folkincham Art of Survey \. vii, 14 Deluage is 
applyed about preparing, and putrifying of the Earth by 
stirring, tossing and turning of the same. 1688 R. Holme 
A rmonry in. 333/2 Delvage. .is..Vertillage. 

Delve (delv), sb. [Partly a variant of Dele sb. 
(cf. staff, stave), partly n. of action from Delve v.] 

1. A cavity in or under the ground ; excavation, 
pit, den ; ** Delf sb. 1. (The pi. delves is found 
with either sing.) 

1590-6 Spenser F. Q. n. vii. Argt , Guyon findes Mammon 
in a delve Sunning his threasure here. Ibid, iv. i. 20 It is 
a darksome delue farre vnder ground. 1729 Savage 
Wanderer 111. 303 The delve obscene, where no suspicion 
pries. 1748 Thomson Cast. Iudol. 11. 6S2 There left thro’ 
delves and deserts dire £0 yell. 18x5 Moore LaUaR. iv. 
(1850) 226 The very tigers from their delves Look out. 1820 
Shelley Hymn to Mercury xix, And fine dry logs and roots 
innumerous He gathered in a delve upon the ground, 

2 . A hollow or depression in a surface; a wrinkle. 

x8xi in Pall MallG. 4 Oct. 1892, 3/1 If it be the same 

bottle I found under his bed, there is a ‘ delve’ in it into 
which I can put my thumb. 1869 Daily News 8 July, The 
pursed up mouths, the artificial lines and delves, the half- 
closed eyes of those [marksman] to be seen sighting, and 
* cocking and aiming for the Queen’s to-day. 

3 . An act of delving ; the plunging (of a spade) 
into the ground. 

1869 Daily News 1 Mar., He quickly learns that every 
delve of his spade in the earth means money. 

+ 4 . (See quot.) Obs,— ° 

1706 Phillips (ed. Kersey), Delve, as a Delve of Coals, he. 


a certain quantity of Coals digged in the Mine or Pit. 1721 
in Bailey; hence in Johnson, etc. 

Delve (delv), V. Forms : 1 delf-an, 2- deluen, 
(3 dselfen, Orm. dellfenn), 3-7 delue, 4 deluyn, 

5 delvyn, 4- delve, (5-6 Sc. delf, delfe). Pa. t. 
and pa. pple. 4- delved : earlier forms see below. 
[A Common WGer. vb. originally strong: OE. 
delf an % dealf dulflm; dolven; corresp. to OFris. 
delva , OS. (bi-)deldan, MDu. and Du. delven , LG. 
dolben, 0 _HG. {biAtelban, MliG. telben :-OTeut. 
ablaut series delf-, daW- t dulti-: not known in Norse, 
nor in Gothic; but having cognates in Slavonic. 
The original strong inflexions were retained more 
or less throughout the ME. period, though with 
various levellings of the singular and plural 
forms t dal f dulven, in the pa. t, and replace- 
ment of the plural form by that of the pa. pple. 
dolven ; they are rare in the 16th c. ; the weak 
inflexions are found already in the 14th c , and 
are now alone in use. The verb has itself been 
largely displaced by Dig, but is still in common use 
dialectally.] 

A. Forms of past tense and pa. pple. 

1 . Past tense . Strong ; a. sing. 1 dealf, 2-5 
dalf, 4-5 dalfe, dalue ; 4 delf, delue ; 6 (9 
arch.) dolve. 

c xooo /Elfeic Gen. xxi, 30 Ic dealf Jrisne pytt, c 1250 Gen , 
# Ex. 27x8 Stille he dalf him [in] Se soncl. ax 300 Ctirsor 
M. 21530 (Cott.) Lang he delf [v. rr. delue, dalue] but noght 
he fand. 1483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 48 3 He dalfe a pit be- 
hynde the cyte. 1489 — Faytes of A. 1. xvii. 50 He. .dalue 
the erth. 1598 Barckley Felic. Man n. (1603; 66 Wo worth 
the wight that first dolve the mould. 

b. pi. a. 1 dulfon ; 2-3 dulfexL, 3 duluen ; 3-4 
dolfen, 3-5 dolue(n, dolve(n. 

a xooo Martyrol. 138 pa dulfon hi in psere ylcan stowe. 
c 1205 Lay. 21998 Alfene hine dulfen {ex 275 doiue). a 1223 
Ancr. R. 292 Heo duluen mine vet. c 1250 Gen. <§* Ex. 
3189 Dor he doluen . . and hauen up-bro^t be bones, c 1290 
5 ’. Eng. Leg. 1 . 427/239 Huy doluen and beoten fasts, a 1400 
Prymer (1891 >107 They dolfen xnyn handes and my feet. 
1483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 57/ 1 Thegypciens wente and doluen 
pittes for water. 1865 S. Evans Bro. Fabian 59 They dolve 
a grave beneath the arrow. 

&. 4 dalfe, dalue, dalf, 5 dalff ; 4 delf. 

a 1300 Cursor M. 7786 iGott.) pai dalf [v. r. dalue] it in a 
wodis side. Ibid. 21146 .Cott.) pe cristen men 'pax delf [v. r. 
dalue, Gdtt. delued, Trin. buryed] him Jxm. 1489 Caxtok 
Faytes of A. u. xxxv. 15 3 They dalff the ertlie. 

Weak sing, and pi. 4-5 delued {pi. -eden), 
4 -id, delfd, 5 deluyde, 4- delved. 

a 1300 Cursor M. 16877 1 Cott.'ipai delued him . . in a yerd be 
pe tun. Ibid, 18562 (Gutt.)pai him hanged. , And deluid him. 
Ibid. 19256 iCott.) pai . . \>at right nu delfd ded husband. 
1382 Wycuf Gen. xxi. 30, I deluyde this pit._ 1388 — Ps. 
Ivi. 7 Thei delueden [1382 doluenl a diehe bifore my face. 
1605 Rowlands Hells Broke Loose 15 For when old Adam 
delu’d, and Euah span, Where was my silken veluet Gentle- 
man ? 

2 . Pa. pple. Strong. 1-4 dolfen, 2-6 doluen, 
3-4 duluen, dolfe, 3-6 doiue, 4 dollin, -yn, 
delluin, 4-6 dolven, (-yn\ dolve, (5 doluyn, 
-wyn) ; 6 delfe. Weak. 6-7 delued, (6 Sc. 
deluet), 6- delved. 

c 1000 Ags. Ps. xctii. 12 Deop adolfen, deorc and <!»ystre. 
c 1250 Gen. Ex. 1895 Starf ysaac. . was doluen on Sat stede. 
a 1300 Cursor M. 5428 tCott.', I be noght duluen in bis land. 
Ibid. 5494 iGott.) Dede and doluie [C. duluen, F. doiue, T. 
doluen) par war J>ai. c 1340 Ibid. 3214 (Fairf.) In ebron 
dalue hir sir abraham, per forinast was dollyn aide adam. 
c 1325 Leg. Rood (18711 113 Quen he rijt. depe had dellui[n) 
sare. a 1400 Prymer (1891) 77 He hat[h] opened the lake 
and dolfe hym. C1430 Lyd g. Backus iv. ii. (1554)102 a, She 
was ydolue lowe. a 1450 Le Morte Arth. 3604 Dolwyn 
dede, 1587 Golding De Mornay xi. 159 To seeke Death 
where it seemeth to be doluen most deepe. ? a x6oo Merlins 
733 in Percy Folio I. 445 Her one sister quick was delfe. 

1582 [see Bt, quot. 1398]. 1596 Dalrymple tr. Leslie* s 

Hist. Scot. (x83s] 7 In sum places of Ingland.. is deluet upe 
na small quantitie of Leid. 1756 [see B 7]. 

B. Signification. 

1 . trans. To dig ; to turn tip with, the spade ; esp. 
to dig (ground) in preparation for a crop. Now 
chiefly north, and Sc., where it is the regular word 
for ‘ digging * a garden. In Shropshire, according 
to Miss Jackson, to delve is spec, to dig two spades 
deep. 

c 888 K. yEr.FRED Boeth. .xi , § 6 Swelce hwa nu delfe eorpan 

6 finde paer Sonne goldhord. 1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. 
xiv. i. (Tollem. MS. ) pe more londe is doluen [1582 delved) 
and end and ouertumid, pe virtu pat is perin is pe more 
medlid with all pe parties perof. CX420 Pall ad. on Husk 
n. 74 Thi lands unclene alle doluen uppe mot be. CX440 
Hylton Scala Perf (W, de W. 1494) 1. xlii, Vntyll this 
ground® be well ransaken & depe doluyn, 1576 Gascoigne 
Steele Gl. (Arb.) 58 To delue the ground for mines of glister- 
ing gold. 1577-95 Descr. Isles Scott, in Skene^O/riV Scotl. 
III. App. 431 Thay use na pleuchis, but delvis thair corn, 
land with spaiddis. a x6xo Babington Whs. (1622) 269 We 
ouer and ouer . . plow our land, and delue our gardens. 
1799 J, Robertson Agric. Perth 24 7 He directs the moss to 
be delved or dug up with spades, and the manure to be 
chiefly lime. 1845 R. W. Hamilton Pop. Edttc . iii. (ed. 2) 
37 Time was when our countrymen united every employ- 
ment ; they delved the soil, they wove the fleece. 

fig. x6ix Shaks. Cymb. 1. i. 28 What’s his name, and 
Birth?. .1 cannot delve him to the roote: His Father Was 
call’d Sicillius. 


DELVE, 


DEMAIM. 


b. transf. of burrowing animals. 

*484 Caxton j F ables of M sop 11. v, Of a bylle which e be- 
gaane to tremble and shake by cause of the molle whiche 
delued hit. 1592 Shaks. Ven. <$• A d. 6 87 Sometime he runs . . 
where earth-delving conies keep. x86x Lytton & Fane 
Tannhauser 49 The blind mole that delves the earth. 

2. To make (a hole, pit, ditch, etc.) by digging ; 
to excavate, arch . 

r 825 Vesp. Psalter vii. 16 Sea# ontynde & dalf. cx 000 
/Elfric Deut. vi. 1 1 Wmterpyttas +a J?e ge ne dulfon. c 1205 
Lav. 16733 pe king lette deluen asnn e dich [c 1275 deal tie 
one dich]. a 1300 Cursor M, 2x063 tCott.) First lie did his 
graf to deluen. 1393 Langl. P. PL C. xxu. 365 To delue 
and dike a deop diche. 15x3 Douglas ASnas xi. ix. 63 Sum 
. . Befor the portis delvis trynschis deip. 1549-62 Sternh. 
& H. Ps. vii. 13 He digs a ditch and delues it deepe. 1639 
D. Pell Impr. of Sea 338 Sextons to delve the graves of 
the greatest part of his Army. 1795 Southey Joan of Arc 
vii. 477 Underneath the tree .. They delved the narrow 
house. 1821 Clare VUL Minsir . 1 . 65 Delving the ditch 
a livelihood to earn. 1872 Austin Dobson Bookworm, 
Vignettes (1873) 209 To delve, in folios 1 rust and must The 
tomb he lived in, dry as dust, 
b. transf. andy%*. 

C1600 Shaks. Sonn. lx, Time . . delues the paralels in 
beauties brow. 1855 Singleton Virgil 1. 8x The moles have 
delved Their chambers. 1872 Geo. Eliot Middlem. xi. 169 
Mrs. Vincy’s face, in which forty-five years had delved 
neither angles nor parallels. 

+ 3. To put or hide in the ground by digging ; 
esp, to bury (a corpse). Obs. 

c X200 Ormin 6484 patt lie patt smeredd iss pserwiph Biforr 
patt maun itt dellfepp. 1387 Trevisa Higden (Rolls] VII. 77 
Joseph dalf wip his fader moche tresour in pe erpe. c 1450 
Mir our Saluacioun 4888 Bespitted, scourgid, and corovned, 
dede, dolven, and ascendid. 1481 Caxton Reynard (Arb.) 36 
My fader had founden kyng ermeryks tresour doluen in a 
pytte. 1587 Golding De Mornay xi. 159 Consider how often 
men go to seeke Death where it seemeth to be doluen most 
deepe, and yet finde it not. transf xn 35 Somerville 
Chase n, 38 In the dry crximbling^Bank Their Forms they 
delve, and cautiously avoid The dripping Covert. 

4. To obtain by digging ; to dig up or out of (the 
ground) ; to exhume, arch . or dial. 

c xooo Ags, Gosp. Matt. vi. 19 Paer Seofas hit del fa# & 
forstelap. ' CX374 Chaucer Booth. 11. v. 51 He pat first dalf 
vp he gobets or pe weyjtys of gold, couered vndir erpe. 
cx^BS — Sqr.’s T. 630 Now can nought Canace bot heroes 
delve Out of the grounde. c 1440 Promp . Parv. 1 r8 Delvyn’ 
vp owte of the erthe, ejfodio. 1587 Turberv. Trag. 7 \ (1837) 
255 Do delve it up, and burne it here. 1596 Dalrymple tr. 
Leslie's Hist. Scot. iv. (1887) 2 °7 Delfeing vpe his fatheris 
reliques, 1777 Barmby Inclos. Act 26 To cut, dig, delve, 
gather and carry away any turves or sods. 1866 Neale 
Sequences 4- Hymns 35 In the valleys where they delve it, 
how the gold is good indeed. 1870 Hawthorne Eng. Note - 
Bks. (1879) I. 226 Minerals, delved, doubtless, out of the 
hearts of the mountains. 

f 5. To pierce or penetrate as by digging. Obs. 
a 1225 Ancr. R. 292 Heo duluen mme vet & mine honden. 
He ne seide nout pet heo purleden mine vet & mine honden, 
auh duluen. Vor efter pisse lettre . . pe neiles weren so dulte 
pet heo duluen his flesch, C1340 Ayenh . 263 Yef pe uader 
of pe house wyste huyche time pe pyef were comynde, 
uor-zope he wolde waky and nolde najt polye j>et me dolue 
his hous. 1382 Wyclif Ps. xxi[i], 17 Thei dolue [v.r. 
delueden] myn hondis and my feet, cx 450 Bk. Curtasye 
327 in Babees Bk. 308 Ne delf thou never nose thyrle With 
tliom.be ne fyngur. 

6. To dint or indent, dial. 

17 83 W. Marshall East Yorks. Gloss., Delve, to dint or 
bruise, as a, pewter or a tin vessel. X876 Whitby Gloss., 
Delve, .to indent, as by a blow upon pewter ; which is then 
said to be delved. 1877 Holdemess Gloss. , Delve, to indent 
or bruise a table, or metal surface, by a blow. 

7. absol. or intr. To labour with a spade in hus- 
bandry, excavating, etc. ; to dig. arch, or poet., 
and dial. (In most dialect glossaries from Lin- 
colnsh. and Shropsh. northward.) 

c xooo Ags. Gosp. Luke xvi. 3 Ne maej; ic delfan, me sceama# 
paetic weedlfee. a tzz$ A ncr. R. 384 3if eax nekurue, ne 
pe spade ne dulue . . hwo kepte ham uorte holden ? c 1340 
Hampole in Relig. Pieces fr. Thornton MS. 79 When Adam 
dalfe and Eue spane . .Whare was pan pe pride of man? 
CX430 Pilgr. Lyf Manhode in. viii. (1869) 140 Folk how- 
weden ana doluen aboute pe cherche. 15x2 Act 4 Hen. VIII, 
c. 1 § 4 To digge and to delve, .for ertn, stones and turfes. 
*535 Stewart Cron . Scot. III. 41 [He] saw ane aid man . . 
Deifand full fast with ane spaid in his hand. 1602 Shaks. 
Ham. hi. iv. 208, I will delve one yard below their mines. 
1756 C. Lucas Ess. Waters III. X13 Men have, .delved into 
the bowels of the earth. 1838 Longf, M. Standish viii, 
When he delved in the soil of his garden. 

b. transf. of animals. 

1727-38 Gay Fables 1. xlviii. 31 With delving snout he 
turns the soil. 1835 Longf. Hiaw. xiii. X30 Crows and black- 
birds . . jays and ravens. . Delving deep with beak and talon 
For the body of Mondamin. 

c. To delve about: to excavate round. (With 
indirect passive.) 

1313 Scot. Field 19 in Chetham Misc. (1856) II., Yt was so 
deepe dolven with ditches aboute. 

8. fig. To make laborious search for facts, infor- 
mation, etc., as one who digs deep for treasure. 

1649 G. Daniel Trinarch., Rich. II eexliv, Gloucester.. 
Delves for himselfe, pretending publick right. 1630 Featley 
Pref. in S. Newman's Concord, x Why delve they con- 
tinually in humane arts and secular sciences, full of dre^s and 
drosse ? 1836 O. W. Holmes Poems, Poetry iv. iv, Not in the 
cells where frigid learning delves In Aldine folios moulder- 
ing on their shelves, *864 Sir F. Palgrave Norm. 4* Eng. 
III. 32 The Norman Antiquary delves for the records of 
his country anterior to the reign of Philip Augustus. 

0. To work hard, slave, drudge, dial, or slang. 

1869 Miss L. M. Alcott Lit. Women I. ii. 171 Delve like 
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slaves. 1876 Whitby Gloss. s.v., 'They’re delving at it", 
going ahead with the work. 2879 Miss Jackson Shropsh. 
Word-bk. , Delve . . to slave, to drudge. 1892 Farmer 6* lang. 
Delve ii (tailors ’ }, to hurry with one’s work, head down and 
sewing fast. 

+ 10. To dip with violence, plunge down into 
water, Obs. rare — 1 . 

1697 Dampier Voy. I. xiii. 367 He was bound, .on a Bam- 
bon .. which was so near the Water, that by the Vessels 
motion, it frequently delved underwater, and the man along 
with it. m , 

11 . Of the slope of a hill, road, etc. : To make 
a sudden dip or deep descent. 

1848 Lytton A rthur vi. Ixxxi, The bird beckoned down a 
delving lane. 2855 Ckamb. Jrnl. 1 1 1. 329 The combs delve 
down precipitously. 1862 Lytton Sir. Story II. 115 The 
path was rugged . . sometimes skirting the very brink of 
perilous cliffs ; sometimes delving down to the sea-shore. 

Hence Delved ppl. a.. Delving’ vbl. sb. and 
ppl. a. 

X377 Langl. P. PL B. vi. 250 In dykynge or in deluynge. 
1576 Fleming Panopl. Epist. 356 Let us. .fall to delving. 
C1625 Milton Death Fair Inf. v, Hid from the world in a 
low-delved tomb. -011639 Cleveland Coimt. Com. Man 
Poems (2677) 98 One that hates the King because he is a 
Gentleman, transgressing the Magna Charta of Delving 
Adam. 1883 J. Shields in Trans. Highland Soc. Agric. 
Ser. iv. XV. 38 The delved and ploughed portion, about 
2$ acres. 1888 A theneeum 25 Aug. 249/1 Weary delvings 
among a heterogeneous mass of documents. 

Delver (de lvai). [f. prec. + -er.] One who 
delves, as a tiller of the ground, or excavator. 
c 888 K. Alfred Boeth.xl. § 6 ^if se delfere #a eorpan none 
dulfe, 1362 Langl. P. PL A. Prol. 102 Dykers, and Deluers 
pat don heore dedes ille, 24x3 Lydg. Pilgr. Sowle iv. xxxvii. 
(1483) 84 More necessary to the land is a diker and a deluer 
than a goldsmyth. 1602 Shaks. Ham. v. i. 15 Nay but 
heare you Goodman deluer. <1x6x9 Fotherby Atheom . 11. 
xii. § 2 (1622) 338 The Delver bound and clogd in clowted 
buskin. 1787 Burns Twa Dogs 90. 1859 Tennyson Enid 
774. As careful robins eye the deiver’s toil. 

Jig, 1839 Holland Gold. F. v. 75 The delver in the 
stratified history of the race. 

Defy-, obs. form of words in Deli-. 

Delyte, obs. f. Delete, Delight ; var. D elite a. 
33em, v. 1 Obs. exc. dial , [OE. - dynman in 

fordynman : see Dam j^. 1 ] trans. or absol. To 
dam, obstruct the course of water, etc. 

[<r xooo Ags. Ps. CSpelm., Trin. MS.) Ivii. 4 (Bosw.) S wa swa 
nsedran deafe, and fordemmende earan heora.] c 1325 E. E. 
Allit. P. B. 384 Vche a dale so depe pat demmed at pe 
bry nkez. 1313 Douglas Alneis xi. vii. o Riuerys . . Brystand 
on skelleis our thirdemmyt lynnis. Mod. Sc. {Roxburghshire) 
Trying to dem the stream. 

Hence De’mming vbl. sb. and ppl. a. 
a 1300 Cursor M. 1908 iCott.) [Noe] baid seuen dais in 
restj for doute if ani demmyng brest. <7x340 Ibid . 11934 
(Fairf.) Ihesu and othir childryn . . went hem by the rever 
to gamyn. .And demmynges [Cott. lakes] vij made of clay. 
Dem, v. 2 ; formerly damn. Minced form of 
Damn ; so demd for damned. 

+ 1. To damn, condemn. Obs. 

X377 Langl. P. PL B. v. 144 (MS. C.) pise possessioneres 
preche and dempne freres. 1650 Baxter Saints' R. 1. viii. 
(1662) 132 He is dead and demned in point of Law. 

2. In profane use. (So dem -me, demmy = 
Damme, damn me I ; dem, for demd adv. ==* 
Damned 4 b.) 

1693 Congreve Love for L. 11. ii, Oh, demn you, toad 1 
2720 Humourist 50 A Beau cries Dem me. X753 Scots 
Mag. Oct. 491/1, I now advanced to By Jove, fore Ged, 
Geos curse it, and Demme. 1755 Gentl. Mag. XXV. 374 
Give me your person, dem your gold 1 x8ox Sporting Mag. 
XVII. 23 Swear in a commanding military dem-me. 1838 
Dickens Nick. Nick, xvii, Two demd fine women : real 
Countesses. 1849 Thackeray Pendennis iii, What a dem 
fine woman Mrs. Jones was. Ibid, liii, Miss Bell's a little 
countrified. But the smell of the hawthorn is pleasant, 
demmy. 

Dem, obs. form of Deem v. 

Demagnetize (dfmse'gnetsiz), v. [De- II. i.] 

I. trans. To deprive of magnetic quality. 

1842-3 Grove Corr. Phys. Forces (1887) 56 We must 
magnetise and demagnetise in order to produce a continuous 
mechanical effect. 1887 Times 9 Sept. 14/5 Hot air travers- 
ing the discs and rolls demagnetizes the discs. 
fig. 2875 Sears Serm. Chr. Life 43 People whose wills 
have been demagnetized. 

+ 2. To free from Magnetic 1 or mesmeric in- 
fluence ; to demesmerize. Obs. 

1850 W. Gregory Lett. A mm. Magnetism xo6 This she 
ascribed to her not having been demagnetised, and it con- 
tinued next morning. 

Hence D erna-gnetiziiig vbl. sb. ; Demagnet- 
ization, the action or process of demagnetizing. 

1843 Rep. Brit. Assoc. 27 The de-magnetizings produced 
by operations which serve also to magnetize. 1864 Webster, 
Demagnetization. 1872 F. L. Pope Elecir. Tel. ii. (1872) 23 
The act of demagnetization requires time, but is effected 
more rapidly than magnetization. 

Demagogic (de:magfgik, -gg d 3 ik), a. Also 
-goguic. [mod. ad. Gr. drjfxay coy lkos, f, hrjuaytuybs, 
Demagogue. So mod.F. demagogique (in Diet. 
Acad. 1835 ).] Of, pertaining to, or of the nature 
of a demagogue; characteristic of a demagogue. 

XS31 Fraser’s Mag. IV. 374 That Spirit which is as far 
superior to the democratic or demagoguic, a$ the heavens 
are to the earth, a 1834 Coleridge Shaks. Notes (1875) 126 
Thersites. .is the Caliban of demagogic life. 2866 Felton 
Anc, Sr Mod. Gr. II. v. 78 He [Solon] gained, without the 
need of demagogic arts, the affections of the people. 


Demagogical, a. [f. as prec. + -AT..] «prec. 

<22734 North Lives I. 118 The principles of the former, 
being demagogical, could hot allow much favour to one who 
rose a monarchist declared. 1853 Lytton My L evel xi. ii. 
(D.), A set of demagogical fellows who keep calling out, 

* Farmer this is an oppressor, and Squire that is a vampyre’. 
1867 J. Garfield in Century Mag. Jan. 11884) 411/1 There 
seems to be as much of the demagogical spirit here as m our 
Congress. . , , w . 

Bemagogis-m, -gogtusm (demagpgiz m). 
[f. Demagogue + -ism.] The practice and prin- 
ciples of a demagogue. 

1824 Blackw. Mag. XVI. 480 In a government depending 
on popular support, the vices of demagogism (let us take a 
Trans-Atlantic privilege of coining a word) will be found. 
1831 FraseVs Mag. Hi. 478 His dissolute and detestable 
demagoguism. _ 1870 Lowell Study Wind. (1886) i8x The 
demagogism which Aristophanes derided. 

Demagogue (de*magf?g), sb. [mod. ad. Gr. 
firjpuxyooy-vs a popular leader, a leader of the mob, 
f. 8rjfjt.os people, populace, the commons +• dycoybs 
leading, leader. 

In French, demagogs was used by Oresme in 14th c. ; but 
in the 17th Bossuet wished that it were permissible to em- 
ploy the word. Demagogue was not admitted by the 
Academy till 1762.] 

1. In ancient times, a leader of the people; a 
popular leader or orator who espoused the cause of 
the people against any other party in the state. 

1651 Hobbes Govt. <5* Soc. x. § 6. 15 3 In a Democraty, look 
how many Demagoges (that is) how many powerfull Oratours 
there are with the people. 1683 Dryden Life Plutarch 99 
Their warriours, and senators, and demagogues. 17x9 Swift 
To Yng. Clergyman, Demosthenes and Cicero, though each 
of them a leader (or as the Greeks called it, a demagogue 1 in 
a popular state, yet seem to differ. 1832 tr. Sismondi's Hal. 
Rep. x. 224 He was descended from one of the demagogues 
who, in 1378. had undertaken the defence of the minor arts 
against the aristocracy. 1874 Green Short H ist. viii. § 6. 520 
He [Pym] proved himself, .the grandest of demagogues, 

2. In bad sense : A leader of a popular faction, 
or of the mob ; a political agitator who appeals to 
the passions and prejudices of the mob in order to 
obtain power or further his own interests ; an un- 
principled or factions popular orator. 

1648 Eikon Bas. iv, Who were the chief demagogues and 
patrons of tumults, to send for them, to flatter and embolden 
them. 1649 Milton Eikon. iv. (1851) 365 Setting aside the 
affrightment of this Goblin word [demagogue] ; for the King 
by his leave cannot coine English as he could mony, to be 
current . . those Demagogues, .saving his Greek, were good 
patriots. <1x7x6^ South Serm. II. 333 (T.) A plausible, in- 
significant word, in the mouth of an expert demagogue, is a 
dangerous and a dreadful weapon. 1835 Lytton Rienzi 1. 
viii, I do not play the part of a mere demagogue. 1848 
Macaulay Hist. Eng. I. 243 He despised, the mean arts 
and unreasonable clamours of demagogues. 

3. attrib . and Comb. 

1812 Southey in Q. Rev. VIII. 349 The venom and viru- 
lence of the demagogue journalists. 1878 Lkcky Eng. in 
18 th C. (1883) III. 61 He stooped to no demagogue art. 1887 
Brit. Mercantile Gaz. 25 June 29/1 The overheated dema- 
gogue-fired imagination of the masses. 

JDe'mstgOgue, nonce-wd. [f. prec.] intr. 
To play the demagogue. 

X656 Harrington Oceana 143^ When that same ranting 
fellow Aicibiades fell a demagoging for the Sicilian War. 
Demagoguery (de*magpgri,-g^:geri). Chiefly 
U. S. [f. Demagogue sb. + -bt, -ery.J Demagogic 
practices and arts ; demagogism. 

1866 N. Y. Nation 4 Oct. 271/2 At this period the House 
wholly abandoned itself to * demagoguery . 1888 Bellamy 
Looking Backward 84 The demagoguery and corruption of 
our public men. 

De*magogtdsIl, -gisll, a. rare. [f. as prec. 
+ -ish.] Like or of the nature of a demagogue. 
Hence De xnago:guislmess. 

_ xB6o Chamb. Jrnl. XIV. 2x8 Its most prevalent feature is 
its unblushing demagogishness. 

De*magoguize, v. nonce-wd. [f. Demagogue 
-H-izi,] intr. To play the demagogue. 

X889 Sat. Rev. Dec, 696/x. 

Demagogy (de*m%?gi, -g^dgi). [mod. ad. Gr. 
tyjjiaycuyla leadership of the people, abstr. sb. f. 
tyjmyocybs DEMAGOGUE.] 

1. The action or quality of a demagogue* 

xfiss M, Casaubon Enthus. (1656) 197^ A consideration of 
the efficacy of ancient Rhetorick, I will not insist upon 
Demagogie, so called anciently, though it be the chiefest, 
1835 Blackw. Mag. XXXVIII, 382 This insane demagogy, 
1849 Grote Greece n. xlvi. V. 488 The arts of demagogy 
were in fact much more cultivated by the oligarchical Kimori. 
1880 Daily Tel. 4 Oct., The men least suspected of dema- 
gogy, the least revolutionary. 

2. The rule of demagogues. 

x86o Huxley in Darwin's Life <fr Lett. (1887) II. 284 
Despotism and demagogy are not the necessary alternatives 
of government. 

3. A body of demagogues. 

1878 N. Amer. Rev. CXXVI. x S 6 The defeat .. of the 
greenback demagogy. *883 Century Mag, 570 The economy 
of an ignorant demagogy. 

+ Demaim, v. Obs. [f. De- I. 1,3 + Maim vi} 
trans. To maim, mutilate. 

<x 1670 Spalding Troub. Chas. I (1829) 20 His head to be 
stricken frae his shoulders, and his body demaimed and 
quartered, and set up on exemplary places of the town. 
Domain, obs. form of Demean v.l 
Demain(e, an early form of Domain, Demesne. 


BEMAITO, 

Demand (cl/mcrnd), sb. 1 Also 3-6 demaun&e, 
4-5 demand©, [a. F. demande (12th c. in Littre), 
f. demander to Demand.] 

1. An act of demanding or asking by virtue of 
right or authority ; an authoritative or peremptory 
request or claim ; also transfi, the substance or 
matter of the claim, that which is demanded. 

c 1290 S. Eng. Leg. I. 130/823 Alle >at heorden ^eos de- 
maunde In grete wonder stoden >ere. 3390-x in Golding, 
ham Cory. (Surtees 1841) 67 The quylk bischop mad hym 
richt resonable demaundes as we thoucht. 1393 Gower Con/. 

I. 259 But he.. Withstood the wrong of that demaunde. 
*484 Caxton Fables of FE sop v. xiii, A fayrer demaunde or 
request than thyn is I shalle now make, a 1533 Ld. Berners 
Huon ixvi. 229 Graunt to Gerard your brother his demaunde. 
*593 Shaks. Rich. If hi. iii. 123 All the number of his faire 
demands Shall be accomplish’d without contradiction. 1654 
Whitelocke Jrnl. Swed. Emb. {1772) I. 41 A desire, that 
Whitelocke would putt down his demands in writing. 1769 
Robertson Chas. F, V. iv. 377 Henry’s extravagant de- 
mands had been received at Madrid with that neglect which 
they deserved, 3883 Froude Short Stud. IV. i. vii. 81 The 
king’s demand seemed just and moderate to all present. 

b .fig. 

1729 Butler Serm. Wks. 1874 II. 71 Compassion is a call, 
a demand of nature, to relieve the unhappy. 1816 L. Hunt 
Rimini in. 83 He made.. A sort of fierce demand on your 
respect. 1885 F. Temple Relat. Relig. <5* Sc. viii. 228 The 
sense of responsibility is a rock which no demand for com- 
pleteness in Science can crush. 

2. The action of demanding ; claiming ; peremp- 
tory asking. 

1602 Shaks. Ham. m. i. 178 He shall with speed to 
England For the demand of our neglected Tribute, 1606 
— Tr. fy Cr. hi. iii. 17 What would’st thou of vs Troian? 
make demand? 1642-3 Earl of Newcastle Declar. in 
Rushw .Hist. Coll . (1751) V. 134 So a Thief may term a true 
Man a Malignant, because he doth refuse to deliver his 
Burse upon demand. 3781 Cowper Truth 93 High in de- 
mand, though lowly in pretence. 1874 Green Short Hist. 
iv. § 1. 161 The accession of a new sovereign . . was at once 
followed by the demand of his homage. 

b. On (+ at) demand : (payable) on being re- 
quested, claimed, or presented : said of promissory 
notes, drafts, etc. 

3693 Lend. Gaz . No. 2636/4 A Note, signed Samuel Lock 
to Isaac Stackhouse on Demand, for 158/. 7 s. 3 d. 3713 Ibid. 
No. 5299/4 They may have their Mony. .at Demand. 1880 

J. W. Smith Manual Com. Law m. viued. 9)287 If a bill or 
note is payable on demand, the Statute of Limitations runs 
from the date of the instrument, without waiting for a de- 
mand. 1892 J. Adam Commercial Corr. 24 A Bank Note is 
a Promissory Note payable to Bearer on Demand. 

3. Law . The action or fact of demanding or 
claiming in legal form ; a legal claim ; esp. a claim 
made by legal process to real property. 

[a 1481 Littleton Tenures 39 Si homrne relessa a un 
auter toutz maners demandes.] 1485 Act 1 Hen. VII , c. t 
As if his ancestor had dyed seised of the said lands and 
tenements so in demand. 3568 Grafton Chron. II. 351 
Aucthoritie to enquire, intreate, defyne and determine of all 
maner of causes, querels, debtes and demaundes. 3628 
Coke On Litt. 291b, There bee two kinde of demands or 
claimes, viz. a demand or claime in Deed, and a Demand or 
claime in Law. 3875 Poste Gains iv. Comm. (ed. 2) 564 In 
a demand of a heritage, security must be given. 

4. ‘ The calling for a thing in order to purchase 
it * ( J*) i a call for a commodity on the part of 
consumers. 

3713 Steele Sped. No. 262 r 3 The Demand for my Papers 
has increased every Month. 3780 Impartial Hist. War 
Amer. 35 The English, finding a great demand for tobacco 
in Europe. 1882 Times 27 Nov. 11 The demand for tonnage 
at the Rice Ports has decidedly increased. 

b. Pol. Peon. The manifestation of a desire on 
the part of consumers to purchase some commodity 
or service, combined with the power to purchase ; 
called also effectual demand (cf. Effectual i c). 
Correlative to supply. 

3776 Adam Smith IV. N. 1. xi. (1868) 1 . 197 The average 
produce of every sort of industry is always suited, more 
or less exactly, to the average consumption ; the average 
supply to the average demand. 3776-1868 [see Effectual 
I c]. 1848 Mill Pol. Econ. m. iii. § 2 Demand and supply 

govern the value of all things which cannot be indefinitely 
increased. 1878 Jevons Prim. Pol. Econ. 99 The Laws 
of Supply ana Demand may be thus stated: a rise of 
price tends # to produce a greater supply and a less demand ; 
a fall of price tends to produce a less supply and a greater 
demand. 

e. In demand : sought after, in request. 

3825 M Culloch Pol. Econ. n. iv. 178 Labourers would 
be in as great demand as before. 3828 Webster s, v., We 
say, the company of a gentleman is in great demand ; the 
lady is in great demand or request. 3868 Rogers Pol. Econ. 
iii, (1876} 2 It is necessary in order to give value to any 
object, that it should be, as is technically said, in demand. 

5. An urgent or pressing claim or requirement; 
need actively expressing itself. 

c 1790 Willock Voy. 259 We found the garrison had very 
urgent demands for provisions. 1856 Sir B. Brodie Psychol. 
Inq. I. 1. 3 He had sufficient fortune to meet the reasonable 
demands of himself and his family. 3875 Jowett Plato 
(ed. 2) III, 184 The demands of a profession destroy the 
elasticity of the mind. 

6. A request ; a question, arch. 

c 3386 Chaucer Man of Law's T. 374 Men myghten asken 
why she was nat slayn . . I answere to that demande agayn 
Who saued danyel in the horrible Caue. c 1477 Caxton 
Jason 61 b, 1 wolde fayn axe yow a demande if it were your 
playsir. 3553 T. Wilson Rket. % Every question or de- 
maunde 'in thynges is of two sortes. 3634 Canne Necess, 
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Separ. <1849) *5 There follows an exhortation again, with 
other demands and answers. 1766 Goldsm. Vic. W. xxv, 

* I ask pardon, sir. .is not your name Ephraim Jenkinson?' 
At this demand he only sighed. Ibid, xxxi, ‘Pray your 
honour. .can the Squire have this lady’s fortune if he be 
married to another ? ’ ‘ How can you make such a simple 
demand?’ replied the Baronet: ‘undoubtedly he cannot.' 
1821 Shelley Prometh. Unb . 11. iv. 124 One more demand; 
and do thou answer me As my own soul would answer, did 
it know That which I ask. 

7 . aUrib as demand noie y a note payable on de- 
mand (2 b) ; also, a formal request for payment. 

s866 Crump Banking v. 129 On a ‘demand* note the 
statute [of Limitation] would run from the date of the instru- 
ment. 189s J. Adam Commerc. Corr, 22 The most common 
form is the Demand Promissory Note. 1892 Daily News 
39 Dec. 6/3 Demand money was valued at 10 to 25 per 
cent. 

t Dema'nd, sb , 2 Sc. Obs. [a. OF. *desmande 
(not in Godef.), f. OF. desmander, mod.F. dial, de- 
mander to countermand, f. des~,dP (DlS-) + mander 
L. mandare y to order,] Countermand ; opposi- 
tion to a command, desire, or wish ; demur. 

C1500 Lancelot 191, I that dar makine no demande To 
quhat I wot It lykith loue commande. Ibid. 3052, I fal at 
hir command Do at I may, withouten more demand. 1535 
Stewart Cron. Scot. II. 598 In the passage with drawin 
sword in hand, Still thair he stude, and maid thame sic 
demand, Neuir ane of thame he wald lat furth by. 
Demand (demand), v. Also 5-7 demaund(e. 
[a. F. demander ( = Pr., Sp., Pg. demandar , It. di- 
man dare) L. demanddre to give in charge, entrust, 

commit (f. 1)e- I. 3 + mandare to commission, 
order), in med.L. -poscere to demand, request (Du 
Cange), 

The transition from the Latin sense ‘give in charge, entrust, 
commit, commend ’ to the Romanic sense 1 request, ask 
was probably made through the notion of entrusting or 
committing to any one a duty to be performed, of charging 
a servant, or officer, with the performance of something, 
whence of requiring its performance of him, or authorita- 
tively requesting him to do it. Hence the notion of asking 
in a way that commands obedience or compliance, which the 
word retains in English, and of simple asking, as in French. 
An indirect personal object (repr. the L. dative) would 
thus be a necessary part of the original construction, but it 
had ceased to be so before the word was adopted in England, 
where the earliest use, both in Anglo-Fr. and English, is 
to demand a thing simply. The verb probably passed into 
the vernacular from its legal use in Anglo-French.] 

I. To ask (authoritatively or peremptorily) for : 
*a thing. 

1 . trans. To ask for (a thing) with legal right or 
authority ; to claim as something one is legally or 
rightfully entitled to. 

[1292 Britton vi. iv. § 16 Sh.le pleintif se pro fre et de- 
maunde jugement de la defaute, le pleintif recovera seisine 
de sa demaunde, et le tenaunt remeindra en la merci.] 1489 
Caxton Faytes of A. \\\. xiv. 199 Hys heyre myght haue an 
actyon for to demande the hole payement of hys wages, 
1568 Grafton Chron. II. 1 14 He was compelled to demaund 
an ayde and taske of all England for the quieting of Ire- 
lande. 1594 R Crompton Li Authorise des Courts 8 The 
Serjeant of the Parliament should, .demaund deliuery of the 
prisoner. 3628 Coke On Litt. 127 a, He shall defend but 
the wrong and the force, & demand the iudgement if he 
shall be answered. 1634 Sir T. Herbert Trav. 182 And 
for every tun of fresh water, they demanded and was payed 
..foure shillings and foure pence. 1670 Tryal of Penn 
«§• Mead in Phenix (1721) 321, I demand my Liberty, being 
freed by the Jury. 1763 Gentl. Mag. Sept. 463 The peace 
officer, .demanding entrance, the door was opened a little 
way. 1894 Mivart in Eclectic Mag. Jan. 10 To all men 
a doctrine was preached, and assent to its teaching was 
categorically demanded. 
b« with inf phrase or siebord. clause. 

1588 Shaks. L. L. L. n. i. 143 He doth demand to haue 
repaid A hundred thousand Crownes. 3753 Johnson Ram- 
bler No. 161 r 9 The constable . . demanded to search the 
garrets. 1834 L. Ritchie Wand, by Seine 40 The diocese 
of Paris . . had the cruelty and injustice to demand that the 
bones, .should he returned to their care. 

2 . spec, in Law . To make formal claim to (real 
property) as the rightful owner. Cf. Demand sb. 3 
and Demandant i. 

1485 Act 1 Hen. VI f c. 1 That the demandant in euery 
such case haue his action against the Pernour or Pernours 
of the profits of the lands or tenements demanded. 3533 
Dial. Laws Eng. ix. 18 b, If the demandaunt or plaintyffe 
hangyng his writ wyll entre in to the thyng demaunded his 
wryt shal abate. x6z8 Coke On Litt. 127 b, Demandant, 
peteur, is hee which is actor in a reall action because he 
demandeth lands, etc. 3783 Blackstone Comm. (ed. 9) 
II. App. xviii, Francis Golding Clerk in his proper per- 
son demanded! against David Edwards, Esq., two mes- 
suages. 

3 . To ask for (a thing) peremptorily, imperiously, 
urgently, or in such a way as to command attention, 
f But formerly often weakened into a simple equi- 
valent of * to ask ’ (esp. in transl. from French, etc.). 
Const of or from a person. 

3484 Caxton Curiall I b, But what demaundest thou ? Thou 
sechest the way to lese thy self by thexample of me. 1548 
Hall Chron. 236 When Piers Cleret had paied the pencion 
to the lorde Hastynges, he gently demaunded of hym an 
acquitaunce, for his discharge. s6oo E. Blount tr. Cones- 
taggio 273 By his letter, hee had demaunded pardon of the 
Catholique King. 1632 J, Hayward tr. Biondi's Eromena 
108 He was to intreate his father to demand for him a wife, 
3651 Hobbes Leviath. ill. xl 255 They demanded a King, 
after the manner of the nations. 1812 Mar. Edgeworth 
Vivian xi, The physician qualified the assent which his 
lordship’s peremptory tone seemed to demand. 1887 Bowen 
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Virg. FEnetd 11. 71 Trojans eye me in wrath, and demand 
my life as a foe ! 

b. with object expressed by inf. phrase or subord. clause. 

3534 Ld. Berners tr. Golden Bk. M. Aurel. (1546) 56, 

I demaunded then to haue a compte of the people. 
3600 E. Blount tr. Conestaggio 242 They demaunded 
secretly.. to borrow beds of silke, silver vessels, and other 
things fit for a kings service.^ 1754 Hume Hist. Eng. I. v, 
304 Anselin . . demanded positively, that all the revenues of 
his see should be restored to him. 1769 Goldsm. Hist, 
Rome (1786) I. .39 'Two ruffians, .demanded to speak with 
the king. 3798 Invasion II. 232 He . . demanded to speak 
with Sherland. 

C. absol , 

3509 Hawes Past. Pleas, xxxm. xxii, Whan I had so 
obteyned the victory, Unto me than my verlet well sayd : 
You have demaunded well and worthely. 3597 Shaks. 
Lover's Compl. 149 Yet did I not, as some my equals did, 
Demand of him, nor being desired, yielded. 3601 — • All's 
Well n. i. 23' Those girles of Italy, take heed of them, They 
say our F rench lacke language to deny If they demand. 

t 4 . To make a demand for (a thing) to (a per- 
son). [ — Fr. demander Obs. 

1483 Caxton G. de la Tour D vj, Of whiche god shalle 
aske and demaunde to them acompte the day of his grete 
Jugement. CS500 Melusine 134 The kinge receyued hym 
moche benyngly and demanded to hym som tydynges. 

5 . To ask for (a person) to come or be produced ; 
to ask to see ; to require to appear ; to summon. 

3650 Fuller Pisgah n. xii. 257 And first in a fair way the 
offenders are demanded to justice. 1848 C. Bronte J. Eyre 
xxxiv, While the driver and Hannah brought in the boxes, 
they demanded St. John. 

8 . fig. Said of things : a. To call for of right or 
justice ; to require. 

[1292 Britton 1. ix. § 1 Et poet estre treysoun graunt et 
petit ; dunt acun demaund jugement de mort, et acun amis- 
sioun de membre [etc.].] 1703 Pope Thebais 3 Th’ alternate 
reign destroy’d by impious arms Demands our song. 1779 
Cowper Lett. 2 Oct., Two pair of soles, with shrimps which 
arrived last night demand my acknowledgments. 1836 J. 
Gilbert Chr. Atonem. vi. (3852) 168 Holiness may demand, 
but not desire the punishment of transgressors. 3871 Free- 
man Norm . Conq. (1876) IV. xvii. 93 The piety of the Duke 
demanded that the ceremony should be no longer de- 
layed. 

b. To call for or require as necessary; to have 
need of. 

3748 F. Smith Voy. Disc. N.-W. Pass. 1 . 145 Keep the 
Water . . from going down faster, than the [Beaver] Dams 
which are below the House demand it. 1855 Bain Senses <§• 
Int. n. ii. § 6 Sensibility everywhere demands a distribution 
of nerve fibres. 1878 Morley Carlyle Crit. Misc. Ser.i. 199 
Government . . more than anything else in this world de- 
mands skill, patience, energy, long and tenacious grip. 

** a person for or to do a thing. 

■f 7 . To ask (a person) authoritatively, peremp- 
torily, urgently, etc. for (a thing) : to require (a 
person) to do a thing. Obs. 

1632 Lithgow Trav. x. 482, I intreated Sir Richard Hal- 
kins to goe a shoare to the Governour, and demand him 
for my Gold. 1652 J. Wadsworth tr. Sandoval's Civ. 
Wars Spain 22 Hee demanded the Catalanes to receiv, 
and acknowledg him their King. 1726-7 Swift Gulliver 1. 
iii, 49 After they were read, I was demanded to swear to 
the performance of them. 1795 Cicely I. 37 He demanded 
the traitor to give up his lovely prize. 

*** intrans. 

+ 8. To make a demand ; to ask for or after ; to 
call urgently for. Obs. 

4*1533 Ld. Berners Huon lx. 208 Huon approchyd to the 
shyppe and demaundyd for the patrone and for the mayster 
of them that were in the shyppe. # 1605 Shaks, Lear in, ii. 
65 Which euen but now, demanding after you, Deny’d me 
to come in. 1654 R. Codrington tr, Justine 200 To free 
himself of it, he demanded for a sword. 

II. To ask (authoritatively) to know or be told : 
* a thing. 

9 . To ask to know, authoritatively or formally; 
to request to be told. 

[3292 Britton 1. v. § 9 Qe il verite dirrount de ceo qe horn 
les demaundera de par nous.] 3548-9 (Mar.) Bk. Com. 
Prayer , Baptism^ Then the prieste shall demaunde the name 
of the childe. 3593 Shaks. Lucr. Argt., They . . finding 
Lucrece attired in mourning habit, demanded the cause of 
her sorrow. 3600 E. Blount tr, Conestaggio 262 The Por- 
tugal demaunded the state of the realme. 3634 Sir T, Her- 
bert Trav. 77 In bravery and shew of insolence, demanding 
her businesse. 3818 Shelley Rev. Islam in. vii, Ere with 
rapid lips and gathered brow I could demand the cause. 
3850 Tennyson Enid 193 And Guinevere, .desired his name 
and sent Her maiden to demand it of the dwarf. 

b. with the object expressed by a clause, 

3494 Fabyan Chron. 1. xiv. 14 Y 0 fader . . demaunded of 
Ragan, the feeonde doughter, how wel she loued hym. 3526 
Pilgr , Perf. (W. de W. 1531) 200 b, Demaundyng & en- 
quiryng, where is he y* is borne the kyng of y 1 iewes. 1568 
Grafton Chron. II. 226 She demaunded howe her Uncle 
the French king did. 3615 Sir E. H oby Curry-combe 80 Y ou 
should rather demand from him What Iikenesse there is 
between 34 and 42. 3766 Goldsm. Vic. W. xiv. The old 
gentleman, .most respectfully demanded if I was in any way 
related to the great Primrose. 1845 M. Pattison Ess. (1889) 
I. 23 AH the members demanded with one voice who it was 
who was charged with the crime of theft. 

+ 10 . With cognate object : To ask (a question, 
etc.). Obs. 

3502 Ord. Crysten Men (W. de W. 1506)1. iii. 36 Which de- 
maundeth a questyon. 3577 Northbrooke Dicing 
Say e; on . . what you haue to demande, and I will answere 
you. 1602 Fulbecke 1st Pi. Parall. 50 Then I know your 
opinion as touching this question, now let me demaund 
another. 1605 Bacon A dv. Learn. 11. Ded. § 15 It asketh 
some knowledge to demand a question, not impertinent. 
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** a person (as to a thing). 

’f 11. T o ask (a person) authoritatively or formally 
to inform one (of, how, etc.)* Ohs. 

£■1450 Cri. of Love (R.), And me demaunded how and in 
what wisel thither come, and what my errand was. c 1477 
Caxton Jason 18 She. .demanded. him how he feite him seif 
and how he ferde. a 1536 Calisto <$* Met. in Hazl. Dodsley I. 
85 1 demand thee not thereof. 16x1 Shaks. Cyrnb. m. vi. 92 
When we haue supp’d Wee’i mannerly demand thee of thy 
Story. 1632 Lithgow Trav. 1. 38, I demanded our depen- 
dant, what was to pay ? 
b. without extension. 

1490 Caxton How to Vie 11 Yf there be none to demaimde 
hym, he oughte to demaunde hymselfe. 1555 Eden Decades 
5 They declared the same to me when I demanded them. 

C. in passive. 

x$z6 PUgr.Perf. (W. de W. 1531) 16 Demaunded by Pharao 
of what age he was, Jacob answered. 1568 Grafton Chron. 
II. 277 They were demaunded why they departed. 1633 
Sibbes Soul's Coufl. Pref. (1638)9 Philip, .being a long time 
prisoner .. was demanded what upheld him all that time. 
1643 Prynne Sov. Power Pari 1. (ed. 2) 91 Had our Ances- 
tors., been demanded these few questions. 172a Sewel 
Hist. Quakers <1795) II. vu. 11 Being demanded in the 
Court why he did not tell his name. 

*** intrans. 12 . To ask, inquire, make inquiry, 
a. of fat the person asked ; $b. of the object asked 
about. 

1382 Wyclif Bible, Pref Ef . iv. 65 The Saueour. .askynge 
of questiouns of the lawe, more techeth, whil he prudentli 
demaundeth [1388 while he askith wisely questiouns]. 1326 
Tindale Luke iii, 14 The soudyoures lyke wyse demaunded 
of hym sayinge : and what shall we do ? 1368 Grafton 
Chron. II. 205 The king . . helde her still by the. right 
hande, demaundyng right gently of her estate and businesse. 
1588 King tr. Cam's in s’ Catech. 208 Quhen God sal rise to 
iudge, and quhen he sal demand at me quhat sal I answer ? 
3611 Bible Job xlii. 4 Heare . . I will demand of thee, and 
declare thou vnto me. 1821 Shelley Prometh. Unb, 11. iv. 
341 The immortal Hours, Of whom, thou didst demand. 
Hence Demanded///, a. 

1532 in Hui.oet. 1769 Oxford Mag. II. 143/2 The demanded 
qualification is a merciful soul, if we would experience 
mercy. 1815 Mary PiLkington Celebrity III. 152 The 
demanded drugs were sold without exciting the smallest 
suspicion. 

Demandable (d/mcvndab’l), a. [f. prec. -f 
-able.] That may be demanded or claimed. 

1576 Fleming Panopl. Epist. 62 We did no lesse, .in the 
behalfeof ourcountrie, thenofdutiewasdemaundable. 1602 
Fvldbcke Pandec/es 43 Certaine ministeries or dutifull re- 
spectes were by reason of such Leagues due and demaund- 
able. 1666 Pepys Diary ( 1879 ' 111 . 416, £ 2000 . , demaundable 
at two days’ warning. 1720 Lond. Gaz. No. 5894/3 The. . 
Interest. . shall be demandable by the Bearers. 18x8 Cruise 
Digest (ed. 2) V. 328 Any writ by which lands are demand- 
able. 1884 Sir R. Baggallay in Law Rep. 28 Ch. Div. 472 
A rate due and demandable at the time it was made. 

Demandant (dima*ndant). [a. Anglo-Fr. (and 
Fr.) demandant (15th c.), sb. use of pr. pple. of 
demander to Demand.] One who demands. 

1 . Law. a, spec. The plaintiff in a real action ; 
b. gen. a plaintiff or claimant in any civil action. 

[1344 Act 18 Edw. Ill, c. 7 Pour quoi tieux dismes a les 
demandauntz ne deivent estre restitutes — iransl. wherefore 
such dismes ought not to be restored to the said demand- 
ants.] 1485 Act x Hen. VI /, c. r The Demaundants shuld 
not knowe ayenst whom they shall take their accion. 1495 
Act n Hen. VII c. 24 § 1 The demaundaunt or playntif m 
the same Atteynt hath afore be nonsute. 1614 Selden Titles 
Hon. 234 The Earle excepted also to the Jurisdiction, .and 
the Demandants replie. 1641 Termes de la Ley 107 b, De- 
maundant is he that sueth or complaineth in an action Real! 
for title of land, and he is called plaintife in an Assise, and 
in an action personal. 1767 Blackstone Comm. II. 271 In 
such cases a jury shall try the true right of the demanaants 
or plaintiffs to the land. 1832 Austin Jurispr „ (1879) I. vi. 
295 A sovereign government . . may appear in the character 
of defendant, or may appear in the character of demandant 
before a tribunal of its own appointment. 

2 . One who makes a demand or claim; a de- 
mander. 

1390 Swinburne Testaments 62 It is to bee presumed that 
the testator did answer, yea, rather to deliuer himselfe of 
the importunitie of the demaundant, then vpon deuotion or 
intente to make his will. 1603 Holland Pint arch's Mor. 
204 To reproch jhe demandant, as though hee had little 
skill and discretion, to aske a thing of him who could not 
give the same. 1780 Burke Econ. Reform Wks. 1842 1 . 234 
Which will give preference to services, not according to the 
importunity of the demandant, but the rank and order of their 
utility or their justice. x&88 Co-operative News 26 May 486 
Rights equitably claimed by the demandant for himself. 

3 . One who questions or interrogates. 

1656 J. Bourne Def. Scriptures 52 Read Mr. John Deacon, 
a solid and sharp Questiomst, Replyant and Demandant. 
1826 Disraeli Viv. Grey vi. vi, It was evident the demand- 
ant had questioned rather from systems than by way of 
security. 1834 Syd. Dobell Balder Pref. 6 Perhaps it would 
be considered too general a reference if I were to remit my 
demandants to the whole history of intellect. 

t Dema ndate, v. Ohs. [f. ppl. stem of L. 
demanddre to give in charge, entrust, commit ; see 
Demand v. and -ate.] tram. To commit, dele- 
gate, entrust. Hence Dema-ndated ppl. a. 

1641 * Smectymnuus’ Vind. Answ.xiv. 174 The Church, 
which did first demandate this Episcopall authority to one 
particular person, 1640 Bp. Hall Episc. m i. 90 Out of his 
owne peculiarly demandated Authority, 

Dema*ndative, a. rare, [f. ppl. stem of L. 
demanddre to Demand 4 * -ative.] Of the nature 
of a demand or legal claim j made by or on behalf 
of the demandant 
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1820-27 Bentham yurficial Proc. xiii. § i Wks. XI. 74 
Statements, demandative or defensive. 

t Beman&ee*, demande. Ohs. nome-wd. 
[See -EE.] One of whom a question is demanded. 

1603 Holland Plutarch's Mor. 205 Allowing a competent 
space of time betweene the demand and theanswere : during 
which silence, both the demander may have while to bethinke 
himselfe and adde somewhat thereto, if lie list, and also the 
demande time to think of an answere, 

Demander (dimcrndox). [f. Demand v . + -er. 
Of. F. demandcur (13th c.).] One who demands. 

1 . One who asks with authority, urgency, etc. ; 
one who claims, requests, calls for. 

a 1533 Ld. Berners Gold. Bk. M. Aurel. ('1546) D vij, The 
requeste was pitiful! ..and he to whom it was made, was the 
father, and the demaunder was the mother. 2336 Aurelio 

I sab. (16081 A ij, Unto none of the foresayde demaunders 
wold he never geve her in mariage. 1638 Chillingw. Relig . 
Prot. 1. iv, §19. 201 He hath intreated his Demander to 
accept of thus much in part of paiment. 2754 Johnson Life 
of Cave , A tenacious maintainer, though not a clamorous 
demander of his right. 

f 2 . One who asks or inquires ; one who puts a 
question. Ohs. 

1548 Udall, etc. Erasm. Par. Luke xviii. 146 The de- 
maunder of the question. 1583 Hollyband Caiupo di Fior 
157 O what an importunate asker of questions is here . . O 
what a troublesome demander. 1692 Locke 'Toleration hi. 
i. Wks. 1727 II. 304 The Majority . . shall give any forward’ 
Demander Occasion to ask, What other Means is there left? 

3 . One from whom there is a demand for an 
article of commerce ; a buyer, consumer. 

a 1620 Carew (J.), And delivereth them to the demanders* 
ready use at all seasons. 1776 Adam Smith W. N. i. vii. 
(1868) I. 58 Those who are willing to pay the natural price 
of the commodity, .may be called the effectual demanders. 
1821 Next) Monthly Mag. 1 . 96 Demanders and not suppliers. 
1883 J. Bonar Malthas n. i. 233 The power of buying the 
food that feeds new demanders. 

t Dema'llderess- Ohs. [a. F. demanderesse , 
fern. oidemandeur-. see prec.] A female demandant. 

1611 Cotgr., Demanderesse , a demaunderesse, a woman 
that is a Plaintife or Petitioner. 2828 Webster, Deman- 
dress. 

Demanding 1 (d/ma*ndin), vbl. sb. F-ing h] 
The action of the verb Demand. 

1330 Palsgr. 212/2 Demaundyng of counsayle, consulia - 
Hon. 1356 Aurelio § I sab. (1608' C, Moderate demauncl- 
lnges and accustomed requestes. 1642 Protests of Lords L 
33 The demanding by this House of some to be left to justice. 

Demanding, ppl. a- [-ing ^.] That demands, 
lienee Benia mdingly adv., in a demanding man- 
ner, as a demandant. 

1873 L. Wallace Fair God v. v. 289 And what if the Fate 
had come demandingly? 

Demane, obs. Sc. f. Demean vi, to treat, etc. 
Demarcate (dr maikdt), v. [Back-formation 
on Demarcation ; see -ate » : cf. Sp. and Pg. de - 
marear.] trans . To mark out or determine the 
boundary or limits of ; to mark off, separate, or 
distinguish from ; to mark or determine, as a 
boundary or limit ; to define, a. lit. in reference 
to spatial limits, as of territory. 

3816 Keatinge Trav. (1817) I. 234 The marine deposits . . 
appear to demarcate its extreme undulation here. 3882 St. 
James’s Gaz, Apr., The region thus demarcated is . . the only 
part of Wales described, .in Domesday. 1884 Pall Mall G. 
9 June 31/1 An Anglo-Russian Commission will proceed 
. .to demarcate the northern frontier of Afghanistan. 

b. fig. in reference to other than spatial limits. 

1838 Lewes Sea-Side Stud. 314 How shall we demarcate 
Reproduction from Growth? 3883 A thenaeum 20 Jan. 79 
Sharp distinctions of national flavour which demarcate one 
European literature from another. 

Hence Demarcated, De-marcating ppl. adjs. 

2840 Gladstone Ch. Prbic. 34 For the preservation of the 
demarcating lines. 2862 H. Spencer First Princ . n. xxi. 
§ 369 The demarcated grouping which we everywhere see. 

Demarcation (cllmaik/’-jan). Abodemark- 
ation. [ad. Sp. demarc acion (Pg. demarcacad), 
n. of action from demarcar to lay down the limits 
of, mark out the bounds of, f. de- — De I. 3 + marcar 
to Mark. So F. demarcation (1752 in Hatzf.), from 
Spanish. First used of the lima de demarcation 
(Pg. Unha de demarcacad) laid down by the Pope 
in dividing the New World between the Spanish 
and Portuguese.] 

The action of marking the boundary or limits of 
something, or of marking it off from something 
else; delimitation; separation. Usually in phr. 
line of demarcation. 

a. lit. (a) originally in reference to the meridian 
dividing the Spanish from the Portuguese Indies. 

The bull of 4 May 1493. * sobre la particion del oceano ' 
fixed the Line of Demarcation at 100 leagues wes-t of the Cape 
Verde Isles; the ‘ Capitulacion de la particion del Mar 
Oceano entre los Reyes Catoiicos y Don Juan Rey de 
Portugal of 7 June 1494, definitely established it at 370 
leagues (17$ to an equatorial degree) west of these isles, or 
about 47° long. W. of Greenwich in the Atlantic, and at the 
anti-meridian of 133° E. long, in the East Indies. The word 
occurs in the latter document * dentro de la dieha limitacion 
y demarcacion ’. Navarrete Viages II. 121.) 

1727-52 Chambers Cycl., Line of Demarcation, or Alexan- 
drian Line. 1760-72 tr. Juan If Ulloa’s Voy. (ed. 3) II. 142 
Eastward it extends to Brasil, being terminated by the meri- 
dian of demarcation. 1777 Robertson Hist. Amer. (1778) 
1 . 111. 206 The communication with the East Indies, by a 


course to the westward of the line of demarkation, drawn 
by the Pope. 1804 Southey in Ann. Rev. II. 6 Ruy Falero 
wanted to bring the Moluccas on the Spanish side of the line 
of demarcation . 1849 tr. Humboldt’s Cosmos II. 655 As early 
as the 4 th of May (1493) the celebrated bull was signed by 
Pope Alexander VI, which established ‘ to all eternity ’ the 
line of demarcation between the Spanish and Portuguese 
possessions at a distance of one hundred leagues to the west 
of the Azores. 

(h) df other lines dividing regions. 
iSox W. Taylor in Monthly Mag. xi. 646 As if the whole 
North of Germany, within the line of demarcation might 
very conveniently become a separate empire. 1809 W. Irving 
ICnickerb. (1861) 25 Nothing but precise demarcation of 
limits, and the intention of cultivation, can establish the 
possession. 1856 Stanley Sinai fy Pal. vi, (1858) 267 So 
completely was the line of demarcation observed . .between 
Phoenicia and Palestine, that their histories hardly touch. 


to* fig- ‘ 

1776 Bentham Fragm. Govt. iv. § 36 Wks. I. 290 These 
bounds the supreme body, .has marked out to its authority : 
of such a demarcation, then, what is the effect? 1790 Burke 
Fr. RezK 43 The speculative line of demarcation^ where 
obedience ought to end, and resistance must begin, is., not 
easily definable; 1873 Lykll Princ. Geol. II. in. xxxvii, 327 
Where the lines of demarcation between the species ought 
to be drawn. 1883 Century Mag. Dec. 196/2 A strange 
demarkation between the sexes was enforced in these cere-' 


monies. 

Bernards, (drmajk). [ad. L. demarches , a. Gr. 
5-7 jxapxos governor of the people, president of a 
deme, f. brjuos district, deme, common people + 
dpx Is leader, chief.] In ancient Greece : The pre- 
sident or chief magistrate of a deme. In modern 
Greece : The mayor of a town or commune. 

1642 Coll Rights <$■ Priv. Pari . 10 At Lacedemonia, the 
Ephors: at Athens, the Demarches, c 3643 Maximcs Un- 
folded 38 Demarchs, or popular Magistrates, to moderate 
their supposed Monarchy. 3838 Tiiiklwai.l Greece II. xi. 
74 The newly incorporated townships, each of which was 
governed by its local magistrate, the demarch. 3884 J, T. 
Bent in Macm. Mag. Oct. 431/2 These eparchs again look 
after the demarchs or mayors of the various towns. 

|j Demardie (d<sma*rj). (Ill mod. Diets, de- 
march. ) [a. F. dimarche (3 5-1 6th c. in Hatzf.), 
vbl. sb. f. di marc her (r2th c.) to march, f. di- * I,. 
De- I. 3 + marcher to March. In the iSth c. 
nearly anglicized ; now treated as a French loan- 
word.] Walk, step ; proceeding, manner of action. 

1658 tr. Bergerac's Satyr, Char. p. v, As much deceived as 
those are that, .expect to learne Comportment from a Come- 
dians Demarche. 1678 Tkmfle Let. Ld. 7 reas. _Wks. 1731 
II. 479 By the French Demarches here and at Nimeguen'. . 

I concluded all Confidence irreparably broken between Us 
and France. 1721 Collect. Lett, in Lond. Jrnl. x. (T. , 
Imagination enlivens reason in its most solemn demarches. 
1883 L. Malkt Col. Enderby’s Wife in. viii. 139 (Staiyf.) 
Tired out, past caring whether her demarche had been a wise 
or a foolish one. 

Demarchy (drmaiki). [ad. L. demarc hi a, a. 
Gr. dr)(jiapxia the office of a D em arch : see -Y.j 
The office of a demarch; a popular government. 
The municipal body of a modem Greek commune. 

1642 Bridge Wounded Consc. Cured § 3.9 Such, .were the 
Ephori that were set against the Kings of Lacedemonia . . or 
the Demarchy against the Senate at Athens, c 1643 Maximcs 
Unfolded 38 If the people in Parliament may choose their 
Lawes, the Democracy will prove a Demarchy, and that 
spoiles and destroyes Monarch ie. 

t Hem&'rk, dema-rque, vf Ohs. [a. F. dl~ 

marque-r to deprive of its mark or marks, f. df f 
des- (De- I. 6 ) + marquer to mark. Cf, Dismark.} 
trans. To remove the marks of, obliterate, efface. 

1654 H. L’Estrange Chas. /(165s ) 168 To form their de- 
portment in so supple a posture, as might de-marque and 
deface all tokens of so horrid an imputation {as rebellion]. 

Demark (dfmaik), vf [Deduced from De- 
marcation after mark vb. : cf. Sp. and Pg. demar- 
car and Demarcate,] ~ Demarcate. 

3834 H. O’Brien Round Towers Ireland 242 Nor are their 
{myriads of ages’] limits demarked by the vague and in- 
definite exordium of even the talented.. legislator, Moses 
himself. # 3883 F. Hall in IN. V.) Nation XXXVII. 434/3 
Distinguishing traits . . such as everywhere demark the 
denizens of a colony from those of its mother country, 

Dema rtialize, v. nonce-wd. [f. De- II. i +• 
Martial a. + -ize.] trans. To deprive of warlike 
character or organization. 

1882 W. E. Baxter Winter in India xiv. 333 The whole 
population being disarmed and demartiaiized. 

Dematerialize (df-matl»Tiabiz), v. [f. De- 
II. 1 + Materials. + -ize,] a. trans. To deprive 
of material character or qualities; to render im- 
material- to. intr. To become dc materialized. 
Hence Demate’rialized///. a. y -iaing ppl. a. and 
vbl. sb., Demate:rializa'tion. 

1884 H, Spencer in 19th Cent. Jan. 3 The gradual de- 
materialisation of the ghost and of the god. 1890 Spectator 

II Oct., The seeds of that spiritual development which was 
to culminate in the completely dematerialised God of Chris- 
tianity. . 1891 Cosmopolitan XII. 1 14/1 He has dematerialized 
everything into a memory. 189a Scot. Leader 29 Jan. 4 She 
will gradually dematerialise, and fade away like a vapour 
before the eyes. 

Dematli, dial. var. of Day-math. 

1559 Lane. Wills III. 125 One demathe of hey. 1820 
Wilbraham Gloss. Dial. Chesh., Demath , generally used 
for a statute acre, but erroneously so, for it is properly one- 
half of a Cheshire acre, .the Demath hears [the proportion] 
of 32 to 30J to the statute acre. 1887 Darlington South 
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Chesh. Gloss, s. v., We speak of a * five-demath’ or a *■ seven- 
demath field 

Demaund(e, obs. form of Demand. 

Demay, obs. var. of Dismay v. 
t Dsmayn, short for Pain-demaine {pants do- 
minicus ), bread of the finest quality : see Demeine. 
Demaynie, obs. f. Demean z/J, Demesne. 
Demdy -on, obs. f. deemed , from Deem v. 
f Heme, sb.l Oh. Forms : i doema, 1-2 
d 4 ma, 2-3 deme. [OE. dwma, dema = OPIG. 
tub mo, Gothic type damp a :—GTeut. ddmjon f. 
dbm- judgement, doom.] A judge, arbiter, ruler. 

C825 V esp. Psalter xlix. [ 1 .] 6 F orSon god doema is. c 1175 
Lamb. Horn. 95 pe helend is alles moncunnes dema. c 1205 
Lay. 9634 perof he wes deme & due feole 3ere. a 1250 Owl 
# Night. 1783 Wa schal unker speche rede And telle tovore 
unker deme? 

Berne (dim), sb . 2 [ad. Gr. Sijixos district, town- 
ship.] 

1 . A township or division of ancient Attica. In 
modem Greece : A commune. 

[1628 Hobbf.s Thncyd. (1822) 86 Acharnas, which is the 
greatest town in all Attica of those that are called Demoi .] 
1833 Thirt.wall in Pkilol. Mus. II. 290 The procession., 
is supposed to take place in the deme of Dicmopolis. 1838 
— * Greece II. 73 The ten tribes were subdivided into districts 
of various extent, called domes, each containing a town or 
village, as its chief place. 1874 Mahaffy Soc. Life Greece 
xii. 383 He was made a citizen and enrolled in the respect- 
able Acharnian deme. 1881 Blackw. Mag. Apr. 542 0 Greece 
her Claims ) Elementary schools in most of the denies. 

2 . Biol. Any undifferentiated aggregate of cells, 
plastids, or monads. (Applied by Perrier to the 
tertiary or higher individual resulting from the 
aggregate integration of merides or permanent 
colonies of cells. 1 

1883 P, Geddes in Encycl. Brit. XVI. 843/1 The term 
colony, corn, or deme may indifferently be applied to these 
aggregates of primary, secondary, tertiary, or quaternary 
order which are not, however, integrated into a whole, and 
do not reach the full individuality of the next higher order. 
Ibid. 843/2 Starting from the unit cf the first order, the 
plastid or monad, and terming any undifferentiated aggre- 
gate a deme, we have a monad-deme integrating into a 
secondary unit or dyad, this rising through dyad-demes into 
a triad these forming triad-demes, etc. 

Deme, obs. form of Deem v., Dime. 

+ Demean, sb. Obs. Also 5 demene, 6 de- 
mayne. [f. Demean z'. 1 ] 

1 . Bearing, behaviour, demeanour. 

£•1450 Crt. of Love 734 But somewhat strange and sad of 
her demene She is. 1534 Moke On the Passion Wks. 1292/2 
For which demeane, besyde y sentence of delh condicion- 
ally pronounced . . god . . declared after certeyne other pun- 
ishmentes. X590 Spenser F. Q. n. ix. 40 Another Damsell 
. . That was right fayre and modest of demayne. 1607 
Beaum. & Fl. Woman Hater in. iv, You sewers, carvers, 
ushers of the court, Sirnamed gentle for your fair demean. 
1692 J. Salter Triumphs Jesus 2 She was a Virgin of severe 
demean, a 1756 G. West On Travelling (R.), These she. . 
would shew, With grave demean and solemn vanity. 

2 . Treatment (of others), ■ . 

1596 Spenser F. Q. vi. vi. 18 All the vile demeane and 

usage bad, With which he had those two so ill bestad. 
Bemean (dfmrn),w.l Forms: 4-5 demeyn(e, 
demein(e, 4-6 demene, (5 demeene, dymene), 
4-6 (chiefly Sc.) demane, 4-7 (chiefly Sc.) de- 
may n(e, demain(e, 5 demesne, 5-7 demeane, 
6 demean, [a. OF. demene -r (in Ch. de Roland 
nth c.), also deminer , -matter, - moner (pres. t. il 
demeine, demaine ) to lead, exercise, practise, em- 
ploy, treat, direct, etc., se demener to carry or con- 
duct oneself, = Pr. demenar , It. dimenare , a Romanic 
deriv. of De- pref. + menare, F. mener to lead, con- 
duct, etc. L. mindre , orig. ( — minarT) to threaten, 

in post-cl. L. ‘ to drive or conduct ’ cattle, and, by 
transference, ships, men, etc. The demaine , demane 
forms, found chiefly in Sc., are perhaps derived from 
the OF. tonic form demeine, demaine. Demesne is 
taken over from the sb. so spelt.] 
fl. trans. To conduct, carry on (a business, 
action, etc.) ; to manage, deal with, employ. Obs. 

413x5 Shoreham 167 Tha3 hy[t] he thorj senne deraeyned. 
4x330 R. Brunne Chron. IVace (Rolls) 2196 Scheo . . well 
coupe demeyne richeyse. c 1440 Lydg. Seerees 4 Alle his 
Empryses demenyd wern and lad By thavys. .Of Arysto tiles 
witt and providence, c 1449 Pecock Repr. m. vi. 312 Cristis 
. . atetenyng fro temporal vnmovable possessiouns lettith 
not preestis for to hem take . . and weel demene into gode 
vsis. 1490 Cakton Eneydos iv. 19 For to demeane this to 
eflfecte. 1523 Lo. Berners Proiss. I. clxxxv. 219. So often 
they went bytwene the parties, and so sagely demeaned 
their busynesse. . 1529 More Corn/, agst. Trib. it. Wks. 
1207/2 Euen for hys riches alone, though he demened it 
neuer so wel. ■ 16x3 Sir H. Finch Law (1636) 21 These vses 
being turned into estates shall be demeaned in all respects 
as estates in possession. *644 Milton A reop. (Arb.) 68 
As our obdurat Clergy have with violence demean’d the 
matter. 

fib. To lead (one’s life, days). 

1413 Lydg. Pilgr. Sovole iv. ii. (1483) 59 How they demenen 
the dhyes of theyr lyues. 

f c. To express, exhibit (sorrow, joy, mirth, 
etc.). Obs. ( « ME. lead in same sense.) 

. [Cf. ' Cotgr. demener le duett de, to lament, or mourne for 
demener ioye, to rejoyce, make merrie, be glad.] 

, c 1400 Rom. Rose 5238 For hart fulfilled of gentilnesse, Can 


vel demene his distresse. c 1477 Caxton Jason 69 They 
egan to crye and demene the gretteste sorowe of the world. 
c 1489 — - Blanchardyn iv. ex Suffryng theym to demayne 
theire rewthis and complayntes. 1564 Haward Eutropim 
111. 31 There was great rnyrth demeaned at Rome after theese 
newes. 1565 Golding Ovids Met. ym. {1593) 195 Then all 
the hunters shouting out demeaned joie ynough. x 607 Hey- 
wood Woman Killed v. iv, With wliat strange vertue he 
demeanes his greefe. 

fd. To produce, or keep up (a sound). Obs. 
[So in OF.] 

1483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 407/2 The leuys of the trees de- 
mened a swete sounde whiche came by a wynde agre- 
able. 

f 2 . To handle, manipulate, manage (instruments, 
tools, weapons, etc.). Obs, 
ct 300 K. A Us. 663 The fyve him taught to skyrme and 
ride, And to demayne an horsis bride [-bridle], 4x325 
Coer deL, 456 What knyght . . coude best his crafte For to 
demene well his shafte. c 1384 Chaucer II. Fame 959 Lo, 
is it not a grete myschaunce To lat a fool ban gouernaunce 
Of thing that he can not demeyne ? 

f 3 . To manage (a person, country, etc.); to 
direct, rule, govern, control. Obs. 

1375 Barbour Bmtce xx. 396 The kyng . . Wes enterit in 
the land of spair-je, All haill the cuntre till [dejmatrje. ‘i a 1400 
Morte Arih. 1988 The kynge . . Demenys the medylwarde 
menskfully hyme selfene. c 1440 Generydes 4622,! am your 
child, demeane me as ye list, c 1470 Harding Chron. cxl. 
ii, [He gave] Ierusalem to Henry. .With all Surry [= Syria], 
to haue and to demain. 1513 More in Grafton Chron. II, 
766 To the ende that themselves would alone demeane and 
governe the king at their pleasure. 

1 4 . To deal with or treat (any one) in a specified 
way. b. esp. (chiefly in Sc. writers) To treat badly, 
illtreat, maltreat. Obs. 

1393 Gower Coif. I. 196 And thought he wolde upon the 
night Demene her at his ownewille. cx 485 Digby My st. 
(1882) m. 1582 Lord, demene me with mesuer l 1509-10 Act 
1 Hen. VIII, c. 20 § 1 Merchauntz denysyns . . [shall] be 
well and honestely intreated and demeaned. . 1595 Spenser 
Col. Clout 63 i Cause have I none .. To quite them ill, that 
me demeand so well. 1682 Loud. Gaz. No. 1682/1 The 
Lords Commissioners of Justiciary. . Decerne and Adjudge 
the said Archibald Earl of Arglle to be Execute to the 
Death, Demained as a Traitor, and to underly the pains of 
Treason. 1685 Argyll s Declar. in Crookshank Hist. Ch. 
Scotl. (175x1 1 1 . 3x6 (Jam.) Demeaning and executing them . . 
as the most desperate traitors. 

b. 1375 Barbour Bruce xi. 609 Full dyspitfully Thair fais 
demamt thaim rycht stratly. 1483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 238/2 
In the fornais of fyre of fayth he was destrayned, snieton, 
demened and beten [ L. feriebatur and perducebatur ]. 1513 
Douglas sEneis ix. viii. 52 Sail I these demanyt on sik wys? 
1596 Spenser F. Q. vl vii. 39 That mighty man did her de- 
meane With all the evill termes, and cruell meane, That he 
could make, a 1651 Calderwood Hist. Kir/e (1842-6) III. 
69 Putt a barrell of powder under me, rather than I would 
be demained after this manner. 
f 5 . To deal, distribute, hand over. Obs. 

1439 E. E. Wills (1882) X14 The thirde parte to he de- 
menyd and yoven . . to pore peple. a 1656 Ussher Ann. 
(1658) 461 In lieu of Cyprus, to demeane unto him certain 
Cities with a yearly allowance of corn. 

0 . rejl. [from i] To behave, conduct or comport 
oneself (in a specified way). The only existing 
sense : cf. Demeanour. 

c 1320 Sir Beues 3651 So Beues demeinede him j>at dai. 
ci 373 Sc. Leg. Saints , Egipciane 557 Bot I lefit nocht J>ane 
myne syned, Bot me demaynyt as I dyd are. 1413 Lydg. 
Pilgr. Sozvle 1. xv. (1859) I2 » I haue none experyence of 
wysedom, how my selue to demene. c 1450 Crt. ofLovey^i 
Demene you lich a maid With shamefast drede. 1530 
Palsgr. 5x1/1 , 1 demeane, or behave my selfe . . Je meporie 
. .je me demayne. 1568 Grafton Chron. II. 349 Your sub- 
jectes have lovyngly demeaned themselves unto you. 1590 
Shaks. Com. Err. iv. iii. 83 Now out of doubt Antipholus 
is mad. Else would he neuer so demeane himselfe. 1624 
Capt. Smith Virginia in. i. 43 So well he demeaned him- 
selfe in this businesse. x68a Norris Hierodes 31 We should 
..demean ourselves soberly and justly towards all. 17 xx 
Shaftesb. Charac. (1737) I. 1. iii. 191 To demean himself 
like a Gentleman. 1821 Southey in Q. Rev. XXV, 305 
No man who engaged in the rebellion demeaned himself 
throughout its course so honourably and so humanely. 1853 
Hawthorne Fr. fy It. Jrnls. I. 109 The Prince Borghese 
certainly demeans himself like a kind and liberal gentleman, 
b. fig. of things. 

1581 J. Bell II addon's Ansiv. Osor. 150b margin , How 
will derneaneth itselfe passively and actively. 1644 Milton 
Areop. (Arb.) 35 To have a vigilant eye how Bookes demeane 
themselves as well as men. 1854 J. Scoffern in Orr’s Circ. 
Sc. Chem. 287 In many of its relations it [hydrogen] demeans 
itself so much like a metal, that [etc.]. 

t c. with an object equivalent to the refl. pronoun. Obs. 
c 1375 Sc. Leg. Saints Prol. 81 Hou scho demanyt hir flesche. 
Til [= while] saule & body to-gydir ves. C X400 Destr. 
Troy 3925 Troilus . . demenyt well his maners Sc be mesure 
wreght. 1633 Ford Broken H. 1. ii, How doth the youth- 
ful general demean His actions in these fortunes ? X649 Jer. 
Taylor Gt. Exemp. Pref. § 12 That man demean mid use 
his own body in that decorum which [etc.], 
fd. absol. (Cf. Behave 3.) Obs. 

1703 Penn in Pa. Hist. Soc. Mem. IX. 206 How to demean 
towards them, least there should be any alterations in their 
tempers. 1703 Rules of Civility ix. How we are to demean 
at our Entrance into a Noblemans House. 

1 7 . pass. To be behaved, to behave or conduct 
oneself: — prec. sense. Obs, Cf. Demeaned. 

1375 Barbour Bruce v. 229, I wald ga se .. how my men 
demamt are. 4x450 Merlin 79 We pray yow to yeve us 
counselle , . how we myght beste he demened in this matere. 
1586 A. Day Eng. Secretary 1. (1625) 60 It was affirmed (that 
being with loyalty demeaned) you should at length receive 
the reward of . . glory. 


f 8 . app. To bear or have in mind; to re- 
member. Obs. (? Associated or confused with. 
Mean v.) 

41460 J. Russell Bk. Nurture 1x63 [A mershall] When- 
soeuer youre sovereyn a feest make shall, demeene what 
estates shalle sitte in the hall. 1494 Fabyan Chron. vn. 625 
But it is to demeane and presuppose that the entent of hym 
was nat good. 4x530 H. Rhodes Bk. Nurture 356 in 
Babees Bk. (1868) 81 Then giue good eare to heare some 
grace, to washe your selfe demeane, . 

Demean (dimrn), vf [f. De- I. i + Mean a., 
prob. alter debase : cf. also Bemkan vJ 
It has been suggested that this originated in a miscon- 
ception of Demean v . 1 in certain constructions, such as that 
of quot. 1596 in 4 b, and 1590 in sense 6 of that vb. (Johnson 
actually puts the latter quot. under the sense ‘debase’.) It 
is rare before 1700, and the only 17th c. quots. (1601, 1659 
below) are somewhat doubtful. Quot. 1751 in sense 2 shows 
how in certain contexts demean may be taken in either sense. 
See monograph on the word by Dr. Fitzedward Hall in {New 
York) Nation, May 7, 1891.] 

1. trans. To lower in condition, status, reputation 
or character. 

x6oi R. Abbot Kingdom of Christ 5 (L./In his birth and 
life and death, far demeaned jeneatli all kingly state. 17x5 
Jane Barker Exinus 1. 59 By it [jealousy] we demean the 
Person we love, through unworthy Suspicion. 17x6 M. 
Davies A then. Brit. 11. 140 The Author [is] demean’d, if not 
actively and passively ridicul’d. X734 tr. Rollin’ s A tic , II ist. 
(1827) I. u. iii. 306 Without any way demeaning or aspers- 
ing poverty. 1862 Hawthorne Our Old Home^ (1883) 1 . 106 
There is an elbow-chair by the fireside which it would not 
demean his dignity to fill. 

2 . esp. rejl. To lower or humble oneself. 

1659 Burton’s Diary (1828) IV. 373, I incline rather to 
have Masters of Chancery attend you, and go on errands 
on both sides. It will cut off all debates about ceremonies, 
of your members going up and demeaning themselves, or of 
their demeaning themselves here. 1720 Lett, fr. Mist’s 
Jrnl (1722) I. 306 That Men of Honour and Estate should 
demean themselves by base condescension, a 1751 Dod- 
dridge Fam. Expos. § 169 (T.) It is a thousand times fitter 
that I should wash thine [feet]; nor can I bear to see thee 
demean thyself thus. 1754 Richardson Grandison I V. xviii. 
140 A woman is looked upon as demeaning herself, if she 
gains a maintenance by her needle. 1848 Thackeray Van. 
Fair vi. {1856) 40 It was, of course, Mrs. Sedley’s opinion 
that her son would demean himself by a marriage with an 
artist’s daughter. 1876 Black Madcap V. xxix. 260 Could, 
a girl so far demean herself as to ask for love ? 
b. Const, to or to do (what is beneath one). 

1764 Foote Mayor of G. ii. ii, Have I, sirrah, demean’d 
myself to wed such a thing, such a Textile as thee 1 1767 
S. Paterson Another Trav. 1 . 427 This lesser philosophy 
engagingly demeans itself to all characters and situations. 
1859 Geo. Eliot A. Bede 15 This woman’s kin wouldn’t like, 
her to demean herself to a common carpenter. i 85 i Sat. 
Rev. 30 Nov. 551 They would not demean themselves to 
submit to this sort of paltry tutelage, 
tDemea*n, £35. Obs. [app. an extended form of 
mean adj. ; perh. from confusion of mesne, demesne. ] 
Of middle position, middle- class, middling. 

4 1380 Sir Femmb. 382 Y am her bote a demeyne kni^t 
of pe realme of fraunce [prig, draft Y am her a meyne 
kny3t]. 

Demean, Demeane, earlier forms of Demesne. 
tBemea*nance« Obs. Also 5-6 demenaunqe. 
[f. Demean v. + -ance. Prob. formed in Anglo- 
Fr.] Demeanour, behaviour. 

X4S6 Surtees M isc. (1890) 48 A graduate of theUniversitie 
of Cambridge, with record under the seal of the same Uni-' 
versitie testifying his demenaunce there, a 1529 Skelton 
Balettes Wks. 1 . 25 Demure demeanaunce, womanly of porte. 
1532 W. Walter Guiscard # S. (1597) B ij. Your vertuous 
talke and careful! demeanance. 1647 H. More Song of Soul 
1. 11. lxxxvii. Fair replying with demeanance mild. 

1 ' Bemea’aiaarfc, a. Obs. In 5 demenaunt. 
[ad, OF. demenant, pres. pple. of demener ; see 
Demean v . 1 and -ant L Cf. F. demener marchan- 
disc, to trade or traffique. Cotgr.] Dealing, 
trading. 

1467 in Eng. Gilds (1870) 404 None other citezen withyn 
the seid cite demenaunt. Ibid. 393 No citezen resident 
withyn the cite and demenaunt. 

Demeaned (dfmrnd ),ppl. a. [f. Demean v. x 
+ -ED.] Conducted, behaved, -mannered (in a 
specified way). Cf. Demean vf 7. 

14. . Lydg. Temple of Glas 1051 For sp demeyned she 
was in honeste, That vnavised nojfing hir astert. 4x450 
Merlin xo6 Whan thei sawgh hym thus demened. 1586 
A, Day Eng. Secretary 1. (1625) 142 Vilde, lewd, and ill 
demeaned. 1634 Massinger Very Woman iii. v, A very 
handsome fellow. And well demeaned 1 

Demeaning (drinrniqY, vbl. sb. [f. as prec. + 

-ING L] 

fl. Managing, ordering, governing, directing, etc, 
1429 in Rymer Fcedera (17x0) X. 426 In Demesnyng of 
the which Tretie. 1432 Poston Lett. No. 18 I. 32 The 
reule, demesnyng, and governance , . of the Kinges persons. 
4 X440 Generydes 2052 Thre thowsand knyghtes att his de- 
mening. *450-1530 Myrr. our L adye 1 77 They se clerely, 
after the demenyng of goddes sufferaunce, al thynghes that 
were to come. , ^ 

2 . Conduct, behaviour, demeanour. Obs. exc. in 
demeaning of oneself , comporting oneself. 

14. . Lydg, Temple of Glas 750 Hir sad demening, of wil 
not variable. 1461 Paston Lett. No. 405 II. 31 For cause 
of his lyght demeanyng towards them. 1580 N orth Plu- 
tarch To Rdr., The particular affairs of men , . and their 
demeaning of themselves when [etc.], c 1640 J. Smyth Lives 
Berkeleys (1883) H. 66 Other misgovernances, and unruly 
demeamngs. ■. 
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Demea nin g, ppl* a. [f* Demean v.~ + -ing 2.] 
That demeans ; lowering in character, repute, etc. 

1880 Dorothy 70 That is uncommonly odd, very demean- 
ing to him ! 1889 Pall Mall G. 7 May 2/3 Where are the 
men to whose memory it would be demeaning to place 
their bones, .beside those of Nelson and Collingwood? 

Demeanour (dAnrnai). Forms: 5-7 de- 
meanure, 6 -er, (*ewr, 7 -eure), 6-9 -our, -or, 
(6 cure) ; also 6 demen-, demeinour, demain-, 
demaner, 6-7 demanour, (6 demesner, de- 
me&snure, 7 demesnour). [A derivative of 
Demean v. *, app. of English or Anglo-Fr. forma- 
tion : the corresponding OF. words are demene- 
ment, demen i, demenie . It is not certain from the 
evidence whether the suffix was originally we, 
OF. -cure L. -atiira, as in armour , or the Fr. -er 
of the infinitive, taken substantively, as in demurrer, 
disclaimer, dinner, supper, user, etc. In either case 
the ending is assimilated to the - our of Anglo-Fr. 
words like honour, favour, etc., and -or (favoured 
in U. S.) a further alteration of this after honor, 
favor. Cf. Behaviour.] 

X. Conduct, way of acting, mode of proceeding 
(in an affair) ; conduct of life, manner of living ; 
practice, behaviour. Formerly often with a and pi. 

1494 Fabyan Chron. n. xlviii. 32 The kynge disdeynynge 
this demeanure of Andragius. 1535 Fisher Wks. (1876) 419 
His shameful demain er. 1543-4 A cf 35 Hen. VIII , c. 6 § 1 
Mayntenaunce, imbracery, sinister labour and corrupt de- 
meanours. 1550 Crowley IV ay to Wealth 185 If you be 
found abhominable in thy behavioure towardes thy neigh- 
bour, what shalt thou be founde . . in thy demaners to God 
ward ? 1634-5 Brereton Trent. {1844) 157 The Iunior Judge 
told me ot a very wise demeanour of the now mayor of 
Ross. 1661 Bramhall Just Vind . iv. 59 Unlesse they would 

f lue caution by oath for their good demesnour. 1677 E. 

mith in 12 th Rep. Hist , MSS. Comm. App. v. 40 A com- 
mission is appointed to examine Lord Shaftsb[ury’s] de- 
meanours. 1783 W. F. Martyn Geog. Mag. I. 34 Rewards 
or punishments due to its [the soul’s] demeanor on 
earth. 

f b. Wrong conduct, misdemeanour. Ohs. rare. 
i 63 i TrialS. Colledge 20 You cannot think we can give 
a priviledge to any Friend of yours to commit any Demeanor 
to offer Bribes to any person. 

2 . Manner of comporting oneself outwardly or 
towards others ; bearing, (outward) behaviour. 
(The usual current sense.) 

1509 Fisher Fun. Serm. C' tess Richmond Wks. (1876)292 
In fauour, in wordes, in gesture, in euery demeanour of her- 
self so grete noblenes dyde appere. 1577-87 Holinshed 
Chron. III. 1188/2 Nine Frenchmen apparelled like women 
. . and counterfeiting some like demeanor to the apparell 
wherein they were disguised. 3:640 G. Watts tr. Bacon's 
Adv, Learn. 384 Pliant demeanure pacifies great offences. 
1667 Milton P. L. vm. 59 With Goddess-like demeanour 
forth she went, c 1820 S. Rogers Italy, Gt. St. Bernardo 
Two dogs of grave demeanour welcomed me. 1876 J. H. 
Newman Hist. Sk. 1 . 1. ii. 71 The Turks . . are .. remark- 
able for gravity and almost apathy of demeanour. 

+ 3 . Treatment of any one. Obs. 

1548 Hall Chron . 200 b, Thei were sore beaten, wounded, 
and very evil intreated. Good men lamented this ungodly 
demeanure. 

f 4 . Management, direction. Obs. 

16.. Milton (Webster), God commits the managing so 
great a trust . . to the demeanour of every grown man, 
Demeasne, obs. form of Demesne. 
Bemegoric (dJmigyrik), a. [ad. Gr. S77/217- 
yopitc- 6 s, f. 8 r)pt]y 6 po$ popular orator, f. trjpos 
common people + &ycp€v*iv to harangue.] Of or 
pertaining to public speaking. 

189a J. B. Bury in Fortn. Rez>. 651 The controversy . . is, 
like most other controversies of the day. .carried on in such 
a demegoric atmosphere, that [etc.]. 

Demeigne, demeine, obs. ff. Demesne. 
t Berne me. Obs. Also demayn, -demaine. 
[Short for Pain-demaine, AF. pain demeine , L. 
pants dominicus , i. e. 4 Lord’s bread’; see Demesne.] 
Bread of the finest quality. 

1288 Liber A Ibus (Rolls) 1 . 353 Panis dominicus qui dicitur 
demeine ponderabit wastellum quadrantis. <11420 Anturs 
of Arth. xxx vii, Thre soppus of demayn . . For to cumford 
his brayne. 1859 Riley Liber A Ibus (Rolls) I. p. Ixvii, The 
very finest white bread, it would seem, was that known as 
Demeine or lords* bread. 

Demein(e, obs. form of Demean v . 1 
Demelatmce, obs. form of Demi-lance. 

|| Demeld (ck?me*L). [Fr. ; —quarrel, contest, 
debate ; cf. dimikr to disembroil, disengage, f. des-, 
de- (De- 1 . 6) + mesler , meler to mix.] Discussion 
between parties having opposite interests ; debate, 
contention, quarrel. 

1661 Evelyn Land. Svoed. A mb. Diary (1892) II. 487 
During this demesli. .a bold and dextrous fellow .. cut the 
ham-strings of 2 of them. 1818 Scott Br. Lamm, xx ii, At 
the risk of a dimeli with a cook. 1834 Greville Mem. 
Geo. IV (1874) III. xxiii. 69 (Stanf.) There is a fresh dimile 
with Russia. ; 

t Demelle, v. Obs. [A derivative of Mell v. } 
or OF. mesler, metier to mix; OF. desmeller, - metier 
was to disperse, f. des-, di- = L. dis- + mesler, 
milerXo mix] trans. To mix, mingle. 

1516 Will of R. P eke of Wakefield 4 June, A veste- 
ment .. with myn armes and my wyffes demeliede to- 
gedder. 


f Beme’Xttbegy v - obs. [ad. F. dimembrer 
(OF. desm -), or med.L. dememhrare, var. of dis- 
membrdre to Dismember, f. L. de-, dis - (see De- I. 
6) -f membrum limb.] By-form of Dismember. 

1491 Sc. Acts Jus. IV, § 9 (1814) II. 225Quhare ony man 
happinis to be slane or demembrit within the Realme. c 1575 
Balfour Practicks U754) 47 Be ressoun of the pane of deith, 
or demembring. 

Hence Deme’m'brer ; Demembringf vbl. sb. 

2492 Sc. Acts fas. IV, § 9 (1814) II. 225/1 Fie sail pass 
and persew the siaaris or Demembraris. 1566 ed. Sc. Acts, 
fas. IV, c. 50. 91 b heading, Anent slauchter or demem- 
bring. 

BemeinBration (drmembr£i*Jhn\ [ad. med. 
L. demembrdtion-em, n. of action f. dememhrare to 
Dismember: see prec. Cf. OF. demanbration 
(Godef.).] The cutting off of a limb ; mutilation ; 
dismemberment. (Chiefly in Sc. Law.) 

1597 ed. Sc. Acts, fas. IV, § 28 heading, Anent man-slayers 
taken, or fugitive : and of Demembration. 1609 Skene 
Reg. May. Treat. 134 Mutilation and demembration is 
punished as slauchter. 1746 7 Act no Geo. II, Any juris- 
diction inferring the loss of life or demembration is abro- 
gated. 1857 Jeffreys Roxburghshire IX iv. 269 The 
slaughter and demembration of a number of Turnbulls. 28S2 
W. Bell Diet. Law Scot/., Demembration . . is applied^ to 
the offence of maliciously cutting off, or otherwise separating 
any limb, or member, from the body of another. 
fig. 1828-40 Tytler Hist, Scot. {1864) I. 221 Demembra- 
tion of the kingdom could not for a moment be entertained. 

jj Demembre. Her. [Fr.] = Dismembered. 

1727-51 in Chambers Cycl. 

Demenaunt, obs. form of Demean ant. 

+ De’menc J. Obs. Also -eie, -sy. [ad. L. 
dementia madness, f. demens, - ment-em out of one’s 
mind, f. De- I. 6 + mens mind. Cf. F. dimence 
(15th c. in Hatzf.).] 

1 . Madness; infatuation. 

152a Skelton Why not to Court 679 The kynge his 
clemency Despenseth with his demensy. 1559 W. Cunning- 
ham Cosmogr. Glasse 71 That were a poynt of demency. or 
madnes. 1627 W. Sclater Exp, 2 7 k ess. (1629) 225 Saint 
Paul . . imputes to them no lesse than franticke demency. 

2 . Med. - Dementia, [tr. F. dimence [Pinel).] 
1858 Copland Diet. Med, II. 441 M. Pine! arranged mental 

diseases into I st Mania . . 2 1 Melancholia . . 3' 1 Demency, or 
a particular debility of the operations of the understanding, 
and of the acts of the will. 

t Be'meucL Obs. [OE. danend, f. pr. pple. of 
diman to Deem.] A judge, 

Beowulf 364 Metod hie ne cu^on, dseda demend, c 1200 
Trim Coll. Horn. 371 For Jat hie shulen cnowen ure de- 
mend es wraSSe. 

Demene, obs. form of Demean v Demesne. 
Dement (cUmemt), a. and sb. [a. F. dimenl 
adj. and sb., ad. L, demens, dement-em out of one’s 
mind, f. De- I. 6 + mens, mentem mind.] 

A. adj. Out of one’s mind, insane, elemented. 
Obs. or arch. 

2560 Rolland Crt. Venus m. 290 With mind dement vneis 
scho micht sustene The words. 1856 J. H. N ewman Callista 
(1890I 248 Speak, man, speak ! Are you dumb as well as 
dement ? 

B. sb. A person affected with dementia ; one out 
of his mind. 

1888 H. A. S[MtTH] Darwin 43 A dement was known to 
the writer who could repeat the whole of the New Testa- 
ment verbatim. 1890 Mercier Sanity § Ins . xv. 379 An old 
dement begins to whimper because his posset is not ready. 

Dement (dzme’nt), v . 1 [ad. L. dementare to 
deprive of mind, drive mad (cf. OF. dimenter , 
Godef.), f. demens, demeniem, Dement a.] trans. 
To put out of one’s mind, drive mad, craze. 

*545 Joye Exp. Dan. v. (R.), He was thus demented and 
bewitched with these pestilent purswasions. 1550 Bale 
Apol. 80 Minysters cf Sathan, whych thus seke to demente 
the symple hartes of the people, a 2662 Bailue Lett. II. 
255 (Jam.) If the finger of God in their spirits should so far 
dement them as to disagree. 1703 D. Williamson Serm, 
bef. Gen. Assembly 50 The Heathens used to say, whom the 
gods would destroy these they demented. 1890 W. C. 
Russell Ocean Trag.l . viii, It would not require more than 
two or three incidents of this sort to utterly dement him. 
Hence Dememting ppl. a. 

1877 Miss Yonge Cameos Ser. in. xxxi. 315 The dementing 
demon of the Stewarts. 

Dement, vP rare- 1 , [a. F. dPmentir, in 
OF. desmentir, f. des-, di- (De- I. 6) + mentir 
L. mentin to lie.] trans. To give the lie to ; to 
assert or prove to be false. 

1884 H. S. Wilson Stud. Hist. 330 With firmness, she de- 
mented and disproved the lie. 

t Dememtate, a. Obs. [ad. L. dimentdt-us, 
pa. pple. of dementare to Dement.] Driven mad, 
crazed, demented. 

1640 Intentions of Armie Scotl. 7 The plots of our de- 
mentat adversaries. 1675 J. Smith Chr. Relig. Appeal 11. x 
Raving and dementate Persons. 

Bemeutate (dJme*nt*it), V. [f. ppl. stem of 
L. dementare to Dement.] — Dement vX ? Obs. 

x 6 zi Burton Anat. Mel. Democr. to Rdr. (1676) 44/r 
Daphnis insana, which had a secret quality to dementate. 
1664 H. More Myst. Iniq. 5 66 To . . inflame you, and de- 
mentate you to your own ruine. 1722 Wollaston Relig. 
Nat. v. 107 , 1 speak not here of men dementated with wine. 
1829 Southey Sir T. More (1831) II. 86 Those whom the 
Prince of this World, .dementates. 


Hence Deme-ntated ppl. a. » Dementate a.. 
Demented ; Dememtating ppl. a. 

2652 Gaule Magastrom. 195 In the dementating furies of 
divination. 1716 M. Davies A then. Brit. HI. Disserts 
Physick 38 Thinking the dementating Disaster of those 
young Ladies was caus’d . . by their being drunk. 1726 
De Foe Hist. Devil 1. xi. (1840) 172 The blind dementated 
world. 1813 Q. Rev. IX. 4x9 Some.. seem to have been per- 
fectly dementated. 

Demeatation (d^menLfbJbn). [ad. med.L. 
dementation~em (Du Cange), n. of action from de- 
mentare to Dement.] The action of dementing ; 
the fact or condition of being demented ; madness, 
infatuation. 

2617 Donne Serm. cxxxviii, Wks. 1839, V. 469 And then 
lastly.. they come to that infatuation, that Dementation, as 
that they lose [etc.]. 1680 Baxter Caih.Comnmn . (1684)35 
Dementation goeth before Perdition. 1879 Farrar St. Paul 
I. 610 note. The ‘ strong delusion ’ of the English version 
is a happy expression ; it is .. judicial infatuation, the de- 
mentation before doom. 1889 Gladstone in Contemp. Rev. 
Oct. 486 This policy may be called one of dememation. 

+ Beme*ntative, a. Obs. [f. ppl. stem of L. 
dementare + -ive.] Characterized by madness. 

1685 H. More Paralip. Prophet, 398 Their demeritative 
Anger and Rage. 

Demented (d/memted ),///. a. [f. Dement v. 

+ -ed 1 ; corresp. to L. dementdtus Dementate.] 
Out of one’s mind, crazed, mad ; infatuated. 

2644 J. Maxwell Sacr, Regum Maj. 105 Who can be so 
demented, as . . to . . runne the hazard of total! ruine. 2726 
De Foe Hist. Devil n. x. (18401 343 All their demented 
lunatic tricks. 2828 Scott F. M. Perth xii, Is the man de- 
mented? 1885 J. Payn Talk of Town II. 248 He threw 
himself out of the room like one demented. 

b. Affected with dementia. 

2858 Copland Diet. Med. II. 462 Maniacs and. mono- 
maniacs are carried away . . by illusions and hallucinations 
. . the demented person neither imagines nor supposes any- 
thing. 1878 J. R. Reynolds Syst. Med. II. 33 There is a 
group of demented patients, in whom the mind is almost 
extinguished. 1883 Quain Diet. Med. s. v. Dementia , Fewer 
are left to reach the demented stage. 

Hence Dememte&ly adv., Bememte&ness. 

2891 Melbourne Punch 4 June. 365/4 Those behind 
hurled themselves demen ted ly against those in front. # 1876 
G. Meredith Beauck. Career 228 A delusion amounting to 
dementedness. 

Dementholize, -ed: see De- II. 1. 

II Dementia (dime-njia). [L. n. of state from 
demens, dhnentem : see Dement a. First used to 
render the term dimence of Pinel. Formerly Eng- 
lished as Demency.] 

1 . Med. A species of insanity characterized by 
failure or loss of the mental powers ; usually con- 
sequent on other forms of insanity, mental shock, 
various diseases, etc. 

2806 D, Davis tr. PineTs Treat. Insanity 253 To cause 
periodical and curable mania to degenerate into dementia 
or idiotism, 1840 Tweedie Syst, Tract , Med. II. 107 
A state . . which French writers after Pinel have denomi- 
nated dimence. English writers have translated this term 
into dementia. 1852 Hooper Vade Mecum (1858) 232 The 
sudden attacks of dementia produce a state of mind nearly 
allied to idiocy. *874 Maudsley Respons. in Merit. Dis. iii. 
73 When his memory is impaired, his feelings quenched, his 
intelligence enfeebled or extinct, he is said to be suffering 
from dementia. 

2 . geit. Infatuation under the influence of which 
the judgement is as it were paralysed. 

1877 Morley Crit. Misc. Ser. n. 230 Emissaries . . suc- 
ceeded in persuading them — such the dementia of the night 
— that Robespierre was a Royalist agent. 

+ Deme* 3 ltie y sb. Obs. [a. obs. F. dementie 
(1587 in Godef.) = mod.F. dimenti giving of the 
lie, f. ddmentir *» Dement vf] The giving any 
one the lie. (Now only as French, dimenti (de- 
mantf).) Hence f Dememtie v. trans,, to give 
the lie to, belie ; = Dement z/.2 
2554 Saviolq Practice n. Vja, To come to the ende of 
this Treatise of Dementies or giuing the lie. Ibid. V ij a, 
I come directly to bee dementied, and so consequently© 
must© become Challenger. [1698 Vanbrugh Prov. Wife 1. ii, 
The very looking-glass gives her the dimenti. 2707 Lo. 
Raby in Bearne Collect. (Oxf. Hist, Soc.) IJ. 4a As for his 
Person, he did notdementir [sic] y° Description I had of him. 
1772 H. Walpole Lett, to H. Mann 8 May, I will run no 
risk of Having a dimenti* 2883 Times Dec. (Stanf. That 
elaborate affectation of candour which distinguishes the 
official dimentfd 

Deme*ntify, v. rare . [f. L. dement-em Dement 
a, + -fy.] w Dement vX 
2856 Olmsted Slave States 420 Dementifying bigotry or 
self-important humility. 

JDemension, -tion, obs. forms of Dimension. 
Demeore, ME. form of Demur vb. and sb. 
Deme*pMtize, v. rare- 0 * [f. De- II. i + 
Mepbit-ic + -ize.] trans* * To purify from foul 
unwholesome air’ (Webster 1828). Hence Be- 
uiephLitiza tion (Med. Depository, cited ibid.). 
Berner, obs. form of Deemer, judge. 

2510 Love Bonavent* Mirr. xv. E vj, A presumptuous . #. 
demer of other men. 

Demere, ME. form of Demur, delay, 
t Demerge (dimaud^), V. Obs* [ad. L. de- 
mergere to plunge down into, submerge, f. De- 
I. 1 + mergere to plunge, dip. Cf. also OF. de - 
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mergier (i 4-1 5th c.).] traits. To plunge, im- 
merse. 

c 1610 Donne Wks. 1839 VI. 347 Our Soules demerged into 
those bodies are allowed to partake Earthly pleasures. 1669 
Boyle Contn. New,. Exp . 11. (1682) 23 Air breaking forth 
through the Water, in which it was demerged. 

Demerit (dfme*rit), sb. [a. F. demirite , or ad. 

L. demeritum , f. ppl. stem of L. demererl to merit, 
deserve, f. De- I. 3 + mereri to deserve, meritum 
desert, merit. In Romanic the prefix appears to 
have been taken in a privative sense (Dje- I. 6), 
hence ^ med.L. demeritum fault, It. demerito, F. 
demerite (14th c. in Littrd) * desert, merite, deseru- 
ing ; also (the contrarie) a disseruice, demerite, 
misdeed . . (in which sence it is most commonly 
used at this day) Cotgr.] 

fl. Merit, desert, deserving (in a good or in- 
different sense). Freq. in pi. Obs. 

2399 Rolls o/Partt. III. 424/1 Your owne Wordes . . that 
ye were not worthy, .ne able, for to governe for your owne 
Demerites. 1447 Will of Hen. VI in Carter King's Coll. 
Chapell . 13 Hismost fereful and last dome when every man 
shal . . be examined and demed after his demeritees. 1490 
Caxton Eneydos, xxiv. 91 A mercyfull god and pyteous 
wylle retrybue hym iustely alle after his demeryte. 1548 
Hall Ckron. 251 b, For his demerites, called the good duke 
of Gloucester. 1548 Udall Erasm. Paraphr. Luke 3 a, 
Your demerites are so ferre aboue all prayses of man. 1603 
Holland Plutarch’s Mor. 233 Worldly happines beyond all 
reason and demerit. 1607 Shaks. Cor. 1. i. 276 Opinion that 
so stickes on Marcius, snail Of his demerits rob Cominius. 
1632 J. Hayward tr. Biondls Eramena Ep. Ded. A iij b, 
Considering your known noble demerits, and princely cour- 
tesie. 2732 Gay in Swift's Lett. Wks. 1841 II. 665 Envy not 
the demerits of those who are most conspicuously distin- 
guished. 

■fh. That by which one obtains merit ; a meri- 
torious or deserving act. Obs. 

1548 W. Patten Exped. Scotl. Pref., What thanks then. . 
for these his notable demerits ought our Protector to receive 
of his? 2602 Holland Pliny I. 456 It is reputed a singular 
demerit and gracious act, not to kill a citizen of Rome. 2655 

M. Carter Hon. Rediv. (1660) 8 The first atchiever in any 
Stock whatever, was a new man ennobled for some demerit. 

2 . Desert in a bad sense : quality deserving blame 
or punishment; ill-desert; censurable conduct: 
opposed to merit . In later use, sometimes, defi- 
ciency or want of merit. 

1509 Barclay Shvp of Polys (2 570) rr iij, To assemble these 
fooles in one bande, And their demerites worthily to note. 
1643 Sir T. Browne Relig. Med. 11656) 1. § 53 The one 
being so far beyond our deserts, the other so infinitely below 
our demerits. 1675 Traherne Chr. Ethics xiv. 193 The 
least sin is of infinite demerit ; because it breaketh the 
union between God and the soul. 2700 Dryden Fables , 
Meleager < 5 * A tat. 327 Mine is the merit, the demerit thine. 
1742 Richardson Pamela (1824) I. 155 God teach me hu- 
mility, and to know my own demerit ! 1851 Dixon W. Penn 
xxxii. (1872)308 It is no demerit in Penn that he did not see 
at pncethe evil. 2865 Lecky Ration. (1878) I. 357 The 
rationalistic doctrine of personal merit and demerit. 

f b. A blameworthy act, sin, offence. (Almost 
always in pi.) Obs. 

1485 Act x Hen. VII , c. 4 Priests . . culpable, or by their 
Demerits openly reported of incontinent living in their 
Bodies. 2494 Fabyan vrr. 507 Some there were that for 
theyr demerytys were adiugyd to perpetuall prysone. 1549 
Contpl. Scot. iii. 27 That samyn boreau is stikkit or hangit 
eftiruart for his cruel demeritis. 2603 Shaks. Macb. iv. iii. 
226 Not for their owne demerits, but for mine Fell slaughter 
on their soules. a 2637 B. Jonson Underwoods, Misc. Poems 
Ivi, There is no father that for one demerit, Or two, or three, 
a son will disinherit. 

C. transf. As a quality of things : Fault, defect. 
2832 Lewis Use # A 6. Pol. Terms vi. 62 The merits or 
demerits of hereditary royalty. 2855 Singleton Virgil 
I. Pref. 2 Which has, it may be, the demerit of being new. 
1 3 . That which is merited (esp, for ill doing) ; 
desert ; punishment deserved. Obs , 

2621 Cade Serm. 12 But Ahab. .had quickly his demerits, 
being destroyed, and al his seed. 1728 Wodrow Corr. (1843) 
III. 393 Many members of the Assembly thought deposition 
the demerit of what was already found. 

Demerit (d/me*rit), v. Obs. or arch. [f. L, 
demerit-, ppl. stem of demererl to deserve (see 
prec.) ; partly after F. dlmlriier (16th c. in 
Hatzf.), to merit disapproval, fail to merit.] 

+1. traits. To merit, deserve, be worthy of (good 
or evil ; sometimes spec, the latter, and opposed to 
merit). Obs . 

2538 J. Husee Let. Visct. Lisle 12 Jan. In Lisle Papers 
V, 19 The caitiff , . shall suffer such pains as he hath de- 
mented. 1548 Udall Erasm. Par. Pref. 5 If I have de- 
mented any love or thanke. 2613 T. Taylor Comm, Titus 
iii. 7 Any matter or meanes dementing the fauour of God. 
1619 H. Hutton Follies Anat. (1842) 26 These are the sub- 
jects which demerit blame. 2637 Tomlinson R emu's Disp. 
$70 Those that compose. .Antidotaries. .think they demerit 
much praise. 272* Bp. Wilson in Keble Life ix. (1863(283 
Such sentence . .as the nature of your crime shall dement. 

+ b. To obtain by merit, to earn (favour, love, 
etc.). Obs. 

iSSS Eden Decades 25 They browght with them . , to de- 
merge the fauour of owre men great plentie of vytayles. 2612 
. S peed , Hist. Gt . . Brit. ix. xv. § 1 10 His Princely . desire to 
aduance their weale, and 'demerit their loue, # : 2623 T. Godwin 
Rom. Antiq. (1674) 96 Noblemen . . sometimes, to demerit 
the Emperour his love endangered their lives in this:' fight, - 
f c. To earn favour of (a person) . Obs. 

*597 J* Ring On Jonas . (16181389 A Priest of Baal will cut 


and launce his owne flesh to demerite his idol!. 2622 T. 
Taylor Comm. Titus iii. 5 The likeliest things to demerit 
God: as workes of righteousnesse. ax6$6 Hales Gold. 
Rem. (2688) 37 To demerit by all courtesie the men of meaner 
Rank. 

f 2 . To deprive of merit, to take away the merit 
of, disparage. Obs. 

2576 Woolton Chr. Manual C iv. (L.l, Faith by her own 
dignity and worthiness doth not dement justice and righteous- 
ness. a 2643 W. Cartwright Siege 1. i, My lofty widdow. 
Who, if that I had dignity, hath promis’d T r accept my per- 
son, will be hence demented. 

3 . To fail to merit ; to deserve to lose or be with- 
out. Obs. or arch. 

2654 Cokaine Dianea iii. 217 Wherein hath the unfor- 
tunate Doricia demerited thy affections ? 2754 Richardson 
Grandison (1781) V. xxxii, 208 A blessing that once was de- 
signed for him, and which he is not accused of demeriting 
by misbehaviour. 2865 Trench Synon. N. T. § 47 (1876) 163 
It is unearned and unmerited, or indeed demerited, as the 
faithful man will most freely acknowledge. 

f 4 :.zntr. To incur demerit or guilt; to merit 
disapproval or blame, deserve ill. Obs. 

2604 Parsons 3rd Pt. Three Convers. Eng. 122 The soules 
in Purgatory may meritt and demeritt ; nor are sure yet of 
their saluation. 1603; B. Jonson Volpone iv. ii, I will be 
tender to his reputation, How euer he demerit. <21677 
Barrow Serm. (1687) 1,478 For us, who deserved nothing 
from him, who had demerited so much against him. a 2734 
North Lives (1826) I. 96 For he was ..the kings servant 
already, and had not demerited, 

f b. traits. To earn or incur in the way of demerit. 
2635 Shelford Learned Disc. 240 (T.) Adam demerited 
hut one sin to his posterity, viz. original, which cannot be 
augmented. 

Demeritorious (dfme:ritoo*rfos\ a. [f. De- 
merit after meritorious : cf. F. demerit oire (15th c. 
in Hatzf.).] 

1 . Bringing demerit, ill-deserving, blameworthy ; 
opp. to meritorious. 

1605 T. Bell Motives cone. Romish Faith 92 Good works 
are meritorious to such as be viatores and liue in this world ; 
and likewise euill workes demeritorious, a 2670 Hacket 
Cent. Serm. (2675) 229 The ill use of it. .in those that perish 
is demeritorious. 2871 Alabaster Wheel of Law 46 The 
demeritorious kind is illustrated by a wilful breach of the 
law. 2882 L. Stephen Science^ Ethics 279, 1 deserve blame, 
and my conduct is de- meritorious. 

1 2 . Failing to deserve, undeserving. Obs. rare, 
a 2640 Jackson Creed x. xli, Some kind of endeavours are 
. .as effectual, as others are idle and impertinent or demeri- 
torious of God’s grace to convert us. 

Hence Demerito'riously adv. t according to ill- 
desert. 

a 1703 Burkitt On N. T. Rom. via. 6 The end and con- 
dition of all carnally-minded persons, .is death : always de- 
meritoriously, that which deserves death. 

t Demerlayk. Obs. Forms: 3 dweomerlak, 
-lac, 4 demorlayk, 4-5 demerlayk(e. [f. ME. 
dweomer:— OE. dwimer in gedwimor, -er, illusion, 
phantasm, gedwimere juggler, sorcerer + ME. layk, 
Laik play, a. ON. leikr ( = OE. Idc). Cf^DwEO- 
MERCRA2FT.] Magic, practice of occult art, jugglery. 

c 2203 Lay. 270 f>a sende Asscanius . . After heom }end J>at 
lond, pe cuben dweomerlakes song. Ibid. 11326 Tuhten to 
dse’Se mid drenche oSer mid dweomerlace ooer mid steles 
bite, c 1325 E. E. Allit.P. B. 1578 Deuinores of demor- 
laykes pat dremes cow’ -e rede, a 1400-50 A lexander 414 
All pis demerlayke he did bot be pe deuyllis craftis. 

f Demerge (dibits), v. Obs. [f. L. demers -, 
ppl. stem of demerglre : see Demerge.] trans. 
To plunge down, immerse, submerge. 

2662 J. Sparrow tr. Behme's Rem. Wks., xst Apol, to B. 
Tylcken 73 When it demersed it self into the Center, to hide 
it self from the Light of God. 2669 Boyle Contn. New. Exp . 
ii. (1682) 22 The Reciever was demersed under the water all 
this night. 2691 E. Taylor tr. Behme's Tkeos , Philos, 369 
And deraerse itself solely into the single Love of God. 

f Deme*rse, a. Bot. Obs. [ad. L. demersus, 
pa. pple. of demerger el\ -=next. 

1793 Martyn Lang. Bot., Demersum folium, a demerse 
leaf, .frequent in aquatic plants. 

Demersed (dfmfiMst), ppl. a. [f. prec. vb. +• 
-ed.] Plunged down, immersed. In Bot. (repr. L. 
demersus) : Growing beneath the water, submerged, 
2866 Treas. Bot., Demersed, buried beneath water. 

Demersion (di'mfi'ajbn), Obs. or rare. [ad. L. 
denier sion-em, n. of action from demergere : see 
Demerge. (Occurs akso in 1 5-1 6th c. French.)] 
Plunging in, immersion ; submergence, drowning. 

2692 Ray Dissol, World iii. v. (1732) 360 This Sinking and 
Demersion of buildings. 1727 Bailey vol. II, Demersion, 
(with Chymists) the putting any Medicine into a dissolving 
Liquor. 1807 Robinson A rchmol. Gr&ca 1. xx. 93 Karan-cn'. 
rtcr/ifc, demersion, or drowning in the sea. 2820 W. Taylor 
in Robberds Mem. II. 507 He was . . muddled with mathe- 
matics, to whom they were always a sentence of intellectual 
demersion. 

Deme’smerize, v. [f. De-II.i. + Mesmerize.] 
To bring out of the mesmeric state. Hence De- 
me'smerizixig vbl. sb. and ppl. a. ; also Bemes- 
meriza-tion, 

2835 Smedley Occult Sciences 232 note. The eyelids . . re- 
quired to be set at liberty by the demesmerizing process. 
2866 Guide Elgin Cathedral ii. 258 The demesmerising 
reappearance of the sheriff released the party from their 
rigidity. 2870 Eng. Meek . 4 Feb. 508/2 He will find it very 
difficult to demesmerise bis subjects. 


DemeSH© (dito^'n, dihirn). Forms : 4-7 de- 
meyn, -©, 4-8 demayn, -e, 5 demene, -eigne, 
5-6 demeine, 6~ demain(e, 6-8 demean(e, 7-8 
demeasne, demesn, 7- demesne, [a. Anglo- F. 
demeyne , -cine, - eigne , -ene, later demesne = OF. 
demeine , -aine, - oine , originally a subst. use of the 
adj. demenie \ demeigne , demeine, - aine , -oine, etc., 
belonging to a l6rd, seigneurial, domanial, of 
the nature of private property, own, proper 
L. dominic-us , -um of or belonging to a lord or 
master, f. dominus lord ; see in Du Cange domini- 
cus ‘ proprius doviinicum 1 proprietas, domanium, 
quod ad dominum spectat ’. Demesne is thus a 
differentiated spelling of the word Domain, q.v. 
Though the correct Latin equivalent was domini- 
cum, in med.L. it was often represented by domi- 
nium, or by domanium , a latinized form of the ver- 
nacular word. 

The Anglo-French spelling demesne of the law-books, and 
27th c. legal antiquaries, was partly merely graphic (the 
quiescence of original s before a consonant leading to the 
insertion of a non-etymological s to indicate a long vowel), 
as in mesne = OF. me ten, ineen, mean, _mod.F. moyen; 
partly perhaps influenced by association with mesne itself, 
in ‘mesne (ord ', or with mesnie \-mansionata house, house- 
hold establishment. Demesne land was app. viewed by some 
as terra mansionatica, land attached to the mansion or sup- 
porting the owner and his household. Perhaps also Bracton's 
words (see sense 3) gave the notion that the word had some 
connexion with mensa. The prevailing pronunciation in the 
dictionaries and in the modem poets is dzmz*n ; but dZm^'n, 
is also in good legal and general use, and is historically 
preferable : cf. the variant form domain .} 

I. Possession. 

[Ir^Germanic, including English, law, the primary idea in 
relation to property is possession, not ownership ( — Roman 
dominium ), as we now understand it. Hence, derivatives 
of L. dominium and proprietas became in mediaeval law 
chiefly or even exclusively associated with possession. (Sir 
F. Pollock.)] 

1 . Law. Possession (of real estate) as one J s own. 
Chiefly in the phrase to hold in demesne ( tenere in 
dominico ), i.e. in one’s own hands as possessor by 
free tenure. (Formerly sometimes in pi. by con- 
fusion with senses in II.) 

Applied either to the absolute ownership of the king, or 
to the tenure of the person who held land to his own use, 
mediately or immediately from the king. Opposed to ‘ to 
hold in service ’ ( tenere in servitio ) : if A held lands, im- 
mediately or mediately of the king, part of which he retained 
in his own hands, and part of which were in turn held of him 
by B, he was said to hold the former * in demesne and the 
latter ‘in service’. B, in his turn, might hold his portion 
wholly * in demesne or partly also ‘ in service ' by admitting 
a tenant under him. In every case, the ultimate (free) 
holder, ‘the person who stands at the bottom of the scale, 
who seems most like an owner of the land, and who has 
a general right of doing what he pleases with it, is said to 
hold the land in demesne'. Prof. F. W. Maitland. 

[1292 Britton in. xv. § 1 Car en demeyne porrount estre 
tenuz terres et rentes, en fee, et a termede vie. Mes demeyne 
proprement est tenement qe chescun tient severalment en 
fee. - Et demeyne si est dit a la difference de ceo qe esttenu 
en seignurie ou en service, ou en commun ovekes autres. 
transl. For in demeyne may be held lands and rents, in fee 
and for term of life. But demeyne is properly a tenement 
which is held severally in fee. .The word demeyne is also used 
in distinction from that which is holden in seignory or service, 
or in common with others.] c 2330 R. Brunne Ckron. (i8ro) 7 
Romeyns, That wan it [Britain] of Casbalaa in to fcer 
demeyns. c 2449 Pecock Repr. m. iii. 290 Tho whiche thei 
helden in her owne demenys. 2523 Ld. Berners Froiss. I. 
ccxii. 257 AH other thynges comprised in this present 
article of Merle and of Calais we.. hold them in demayn. 
2570-6 Lambarde Peramb. Rent (2826) 466 The Manor of 
Hethe . . which the King now hath in demeane. 2612 Daviess 
Why Ireland, etc. (1787) 120 When the Duke of Normandy 
had conquered England, .he.. gave not away whole shires 
and counties in demesne to any of his servitors. 2633 
Fuller Ch. Hist. iv. xiv. § 32 Had not some Laws of Pro- 
vision now been made, England had long since been turned 
part of S* Peters Patrimony in demeans. 2672 Leycester 
m Ormerod Cheshire (2880) I. 21 The names of such towns. . 
as Earl Hugh held in demaine at that time. 1876 Freeman 
Norm. Conq. V. xxii. 8 A terrier of a gigantic manor, setting 
out the lands held in demesne by the lord. 

b. In his demesne as of fee [in dominico suo ut 
de feodo) : in possession as an estate of inheritance. 

Not applied to things incapable of physical possession, 
such as an advowson, for which the phrase is ut de feodo, 
or ut de feodo et jure, (Elphinstone, etc. I nterpr. of Deeds, 
2885, 572-2.) The phrase is quite erroneously explained by 
Cowell, Interp. s.v. Demaine, 

[1293 Britton i. xxi. § 4 Terres. .qe il ne avoint en lour 
demeyne cum de fee. transl. Which they held in their 
demesne as of fee.] 2492 Act 7 Hen. VII, c. 12 § 5 As 

f ode .. as if the King were seised of the premises in his 
emesne as of fee. 2522 A ct 4 Hen. VI II, c, 13 Preamb., 
[They] enteryd into the sayd Matters . . & thereof wer 
seased in ther demean as of Fee in Cooparcenery. y 2374 
tr. Littleton's Tenures 4 b, Suche one was seised in his 
demeane as of fee. 2628 Coke On Litt. 17 a, In his 
demesne as of fee, hi dominico suo ut in feodo. 1642 
Perkins Prof. Bk. ix. § 622. 265 Hee . . died seised of the 
Land in his demeasne as of fee. 

c. In ancient demesne : see 4. 

*t* 2 . transf. and^%\ Possession ; dominion, power. 
c 2300 K. Adis. 7561 That soffred theo duyk Hirkan To have 
yn demayn othir woman. < 2386 Chaucer Monk's T. 675 
Alisandre. .That all the world weelded in his demeyne [v.r. 
demeigne, demeygne]. 0x400 Rom. Rose 3310 To bidde me 
my thought refreyne, Which Love hath caught in his 
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demeyne. 24. . Epiph. in T undale's Vis. x 1 3 Sche that "hath 
heven in hur demeyn. 1508 Will 0/ Payne (Somerset Ho.) 
[Goods that Jesu] hath suffred me to haue in my demayn 
in this worlde. a 1541 Wyatt Poet. Whs. (x86r) 56 Since 
that thou hast My heart in thy demain, For service true. 
1747 Carte Hist, Eng. I. 32 Such was the place theDruids 
chose for their habitation, and they seem to have enjoyed it 
iu demesne. 

II. A possession ; an estate possessed. 

3 . An estate held in. demesne: land possessed 
or occupied by the owner himself, and not held of 
him by any subordinate tenant, a. In the wider 
sense, applied to all land not held of the owner by 
freehold tenants, i. e. including lands held of him 
by. villein or copyhold tenure, b. In a more re- 
stricted sense, excluding the land held by the vil- 
leins or copyholders, and applied only to that 
actually occupied or held * in hand ’ by the owner. 
(Cf. VinogradofF, Villainage in Engl. 223-4.) 
Hence, c. in modern use, The land immediately 
attached to a mansion, and held along with it for 
use or pleasure; the park, chase, home-farm, etc. 

[c 1250 Bracton iv. iii. ix. § 5 Est autem Dominicum, quod 
quis habet ad mensam suam & proprie, sicut aunt Bordlands 
Anglice. Item dicitur Dominicum V illenagium, quod traditur 
villams, quod quis tempest ive & intern pestive sumere possit 
pro voluntate sua & revocare. 1292 Britton i. xix. § 1 Queus 
demeynes nous tenoms en nostre meyn en cel countd. transl. 
What demeynes in the same county we hold in our hands.] 
1398 Tkevisa Barth. De P. R. xiv. L (Tollem. MS.), * Pras- 
dmm ’ is a felde o^er demayn, )>at an husbonde ordeynep for 
him selfe, and chesep tofore all oper. 1523 Fitzherb. Surv. 2 
It is to be inquered howmanyfeldesare of the demeyns and 
howe many acres are in euery felde. 1541 A ct 33 Hen. VIII , 
c. 32 The tenauntes . . vpon the demeanes of the saide late 
monasteri. 1362 Act s Eliz. c. 21 § 1 Noblemen, have im- 
parked, invironed and inclosed many Parcels of their said 
Demeans, 16x3 Sir H. Finch Law (1636) 145 Land in the 
Lords hands (whereof seuerall men hold by suite of Court) 
is termed a Manner: the land considered apart from the 
seruice, is termed demesnes. 1641 Tenues de la Ley toy b, 
Demaines, or Demesnes, generally speaking ^ according to 
the Law, be all the parts of any Manor which be not in 
the hands of freeholders of estate of inheritance, though they 
be occupied by Copihqlders, Lessees for yeeres or for life, 
as, well as tenant at will .. Yet in common speech that is 
ordinarily called Demesnes, which is neither free nor copy. 
x8i8 Cruise Digest (ed. 2) I. 47 Two material causes of a 
manor are demesnes and services. 

by C. 1538 Licland I tin. I. 71 Sokboume where as the 
Eldest House is of the Corners, with the Demains about 
of it, a Mile Cumpace of exceding plesaunt Ground. 1623 
Cockeram, Demaynes, the Lords Manor house. 1670 
Cotton Espernon. r. in. 128 This Castle with the demean 
and territory belonging to it. 1732 Swift Proposal for A ct 
of Pari. Wks. 1841 II. 123 Applying 100 acres of. .land that 
lies nearest his palace as a demesne for the convenience of 
his family. 1844 Disraeli Coningsby in. iv, A grassy de- 
mesne, which was called the Lower Park. 1866 Geo. Eliot 
F. //<?// viii, Except on the demesne immediately around the 
house, the timber had been mismanaged. 1875 Maine Hist. 
Inst. vii. 194 Reserving to himself only the mansion and the 
demesne in its vicinity. 

d. Demesne of the Crown , Royal demesne : the 
private property of the Crown, Crown-lands. De- 
mesne of the State , State demesne : land held by 
the state or nation, and of which the revenues are 
appropriated to national purposes. 

1292 fsee 4]. c 1460 Fortescue Ahs. $ Lim. Mon. x, 
The Kyng off Ffraunce myght not sumtyme dyspende off 
his demaynes, as in lordeshippes, and oper patrimonie 
peculier, so mich as myght tho the Kynge off England. 
<21577 Sir T. Smith Commw. Eng. (1609) 69 The revenues 
of the crowne, as well that which came of patrimonie, 
which we call the demeasnes. 1580 North Plutarch 
(1676) 684 Part also they [the Romans] reserved to their 
.State as a demean, 1650 Fuller Pisgah n. 57 Converting 
them into demeans of his Crown. 1698 Sydney Disc . 
Govt. iii. § 29 (x 704) 360 According to the known maxim 
of the State, that the demeasnes of the Crown .. cannot 
be alienated. 1759 Robertson Hist. ScotL I. m. 226 
These were part of the royal desmesnes. 183a W. Irving 
Alhambra I. 40 The Alhambra continued a royal demesne, 
and was occasionally inhabited by the Castilian monarchs. 
1838 Arnold Hist. Rome (1846) I. xiv. 271 The mass of 
the conquered territory was left as the demesne of the State. 
1874 Green Short Hist. ii. § 6. 89 The bulk of the cities 
were situated in the royal demesne. 

4 . Ancient demesne : a demesne possessed from 
ancient times ; spec, the ancient demesne of the 
crown, i.e. that property which belonged to the 
king at the Norman Conquest, as recorded in 
Domesday-book, called in r Edw. VI. c. 4 f his 
ancient possessions". The tenants of such lands 
had various privileges, hence the phrase came to 
he applied elliptically to their tenure, as in tenants 
in or by ancient demesne, to plead ancient demesne. 

[12955 Britton m„iL § 12 Auncienes demeynes sount terres 
de nos veuz maners annex a nostre Coroune, en les queles 
demeynes demurent acunes gentz fraunchejnent par chartre 
feffez, et ceux sount nos frauncs tenauntz. transl. Ancient 
demeynes are lands which were part of the ancient manors 
annexed to our Crown, in which demeynes dwell some who 
have been freely enfeoffed by charter, — and these are free 
tenants.] 1522 Act 13 Hen. VIII , Stat. Ireland (1621) 73 
Any person, .seised of lands, .in fee simple, fee taile, or for 
terme of life, copyho!de,and auncient demeane.1577 Hanmer 
'Anc. Eccl. Hist. (16x9} 177 The sundry and ancient demaines 
of husbandmen were quite done away. 1651 G. W. tr. 
Cowells Inst, 94 The service of ancient Demesn is that 
which the tenants of the ancient Demesnes of the King 
performed. Now ancient Demesne is all that which was 


immediately held of the King St, Edward, or William the 
Conquerour. 2708 Termes de la Ley 40 Ancient demesne or 
demayn is a certain Tenure whereby all Manners belonging 
to the Crown in the days of William the Conqueror were held. 
1810 in Risdon's Surv. Devon App. 17 Places, .priviledged, 
and free from Tax and Toll ..some by ancient Demesne. 
1817 W. Selwyn Law Nisi Prius *ed. 4) II. 693 Application 
was made for leave to plead ancient demesne. 1818 Cruise 
Digest (ed, 2) V. 1x6 Tenants in ancient demesne could not 
sue or be sued for their lands in the King’s courts. 

Jig. 1553 T. Wilson Rhet. 18 b, Custome encreaseth 
natures will, and maketh by auncient demeane thynges to 
bee justly observed whiche nature hath appoyncted. 

5 . By extension : a. The land or territory subject 
to a king or prince ; the territory or dominion of a 
sovereign or state ; a Domain. 

1387 Trevisa Htgden (Rolls) I. 201 A lond in J>e myddel 
bltwene |?e demeynnes of Rome and Apulia X659 B. Harris 
Parival's Iron Age 53 The Low-countries, which had formerly 
been of the Demaynes of France. 1670 Cotton Espernon 1. 
1. 3 Jane Albret Queen of Navarre, a great Fautress to 
those of the Reformed Religion, .desirous to draw all places 
within her demean into the same perswasion. 1871 Brown- 
ing Balaust. 1464 And I was son to thee, recipient due Of 
sceptre and demesne. 

b. Landed property, an estate; usually pi. 
estates, lands. 

1584 Powel Lloyd's Cambria 123 Borough townes with 
the Demeanes of the same. 1592 Shaks. Rom. <$• Jut. iii, 
v. 182 A Gentleman of Noble Parentage, Of faire demeanes. 
1598 Barckle y Relic. Rian (1631) 359 Whose house should 
contain no greater circuit than Cincinnatus' demaines. 1607 
G. Wilkins Mis. Enforced Marriage in Hazl. Dodsley IX. 
473 Our demesnes lay near together. 1735 Somerville Chase 

I. 104 By smiling Fortune blest With large Demesnes, here- 
ditary Wealth. _ 1844 Disraeli Coningsby 11. u, The noble 
proprietor of this demesne had many of the virtues of his 
class. 1856 Emerson Eng. Traits, Manners Wks. (Bohn) 

II. 48 If he is rich, he buys a demesne, and builds a hall. 

6. Jig . A district, region, territory ; Domain. 

1592 Shake. Rom. <5- Jut. n. i. 20 By her Fine foote, 

Straight leg, and Quiuering thigh, And the Demeanes, that 
there Adiacent lie. 1659 Hammond On Ps. lxxxiii. 32 Annot. 
416 These pastures and fat demeans of God. a 1821 Keats 
Satin ., Chapman's Homer, One wide expanse . . That deep- 
browed Homer ruled as his demesne [rime serene]. 1851 
Nichol Archil. Heav. 99 Alas 1 that the demesne of know- 
ledge is so uncleared. 

T 7 . pi. Estate, means, [Probably associated with, 
the latter word.] Obs. 

1627-77 Fkltham Resolves 1. liii. 84 In this fall of their 
melted demeans, they grow ashamed to be publicly seen 
come short of their wonted reuelling, 1629 Massinger 
Picture 1. i. You know How narrow our demeans are. 1650 
W. Brough Sacr. Princ. (1659) 323 Can he want demeanes 
that is such a Prince? 

XII. attrib. or as adj. 

[The original OF. adjective use, own*, does not appear 
to have come into English ; it was common in Anglo-Fr. 
(e.g. 1292 Britton iii. xx. § 3 Ne tint mie les tenementz en 
soen noun demeyne— Did not hold the holdings in 
his own name', and it persisted down to modem times, also, 
in a few technical phrases, e.g. sou assault demesne , ‘ [it 
was] his [the plaintiff's] own assault % the common plea m 
justification on the ground of self-defence to an action for 
battery. 

1809 Tomlins Law Diet. II. 3 H.b/z s.v. Pleading. In an 
action of assault and battery [a man with leave of Court 
may plead] these three [pleas]: Not guilty, Son assault 
demesne, and the Statute of Limitations.] 

8. Of or pertaining to a demesne (3) : demesnial. 
^533 Et, Papers Hen. VIII, IV. 634 We brynt theis 
townes. .with many oder by steadinges, and demayn places. 
i8ox Strutt Sports <$• Past. 1. i. 14 Excepting only the king’s 
own desmean park. 1839 T. Stapleton Plumpton Carr. 
(Camden < p. xviii, Allowed to assart the demesne woods. x86x 
Times 10 Oct., Extensive demesne farms are occupied, .by 
the larger proprietors; 

b. esp. in demesne lands , lands of a demesne. 

14.. Tretyce in W. of Henley's Husb. (1890) 44 Come is 
sowen upon your demayn londis. 1558-9 Act x Eliz. c. 19 
§ 2 Any the Demean Landes commonly used or occupyed 
with any suche Mansion or Dwelling House. 1654 Fuller 
Two Serm. 49 King William, .caused a Survey-Booke to 
be made of all the Demesne Lands in England. 1710 
Prideaux Orig. Tithes iv. 193 The Grant of Tithes was 
not only for the King's demain lands, but for all the 
lands of the whole Kingdom. 1846 Arnold Later Hist. 
Rome 1 1 . x. 275 The State never last its right of re-entering 
into the possession of its demesne lands, if the tenants . . ceased 
to occupy them. x86x Times x6 Oct, Most of the large 
farms, not demesne lands farmed by the proprietor, are 
under lease. 

Demesnial (diha^’nial, -mznial), a. [f. De- 
mesne, after manorial , etc. : see -ial.] Of or per- 
taining to a demesne ; domanial. 

1857 Sir F. Palgrave Nonn. fyEng. II. 442 Austrasia con- 
tained the chief demesnial towns and cities . . of the Carlo- 
vingian Sovereigns. 

t Deme*SS> V. Obs. rare. [f. L. demess ppl. 
stem of demetere to mow down, reap.] To cut 
down (com), to reap. 

1657 Tomlinson Renou's Disp. 3x5 Found iu many fields 
when the segetives are demessed. 

D ernes ter, obs. f. Deemster, Dempster. 
Demetallize, demetricize : see De- II. 1. 
Demeuer, -meure, -mewre, etc., obs. ff. De- 
murs, etc. 

Demeyn(e, obs. f. Demean vj, Demesne. 
Demi (de’mi), sb., a prefix. Also 5-6 dimi. 
[F. demii— lu. dimidium half: see Dimidiate. 
The Fr. word is a sb. and adj., and much used in 
combination. It began to be used in English in 


the 15th c. attrib. in Heraldry , and in the x6th c. 
in names of cannon, and soon passed to other uses. 
At first it was often written separately ; hence it 
was also treated as a simple adj., and occasionally 
as a sb. (In certain uses the separate word survives 
as Demy, q.v.) But demi- is now almost always 
hyphened to the word which it qualifies, and it has 
become to a large extent a living element, capable 
of being prefixed to almost any sb. (often also to 
adjs., and sometimes to verbs).] 

A. As separate word. (Formerly also demy.) 

X. adj. (or adv.) Half ; half-sized, diminutive. 

Now rare. 

r4i8 E. E. Wills (18S2) 36 Also a bed of red and grene 
dimi Selour. 1486 [see B. 1}. 1556 J . H eywood Spider $ F. 
Iii, Cannons, double and demie. *565 Jewel Def. Apol. 
(x6n) 202 upon these few words, M. Harding is able to 
build up his Dimi Communion, his Priuate Masse. 1587 
M. Grove Pelops fy Iiipp. (.18781 43 Ere that demi the way 
The course had ouerpast. Ibid. 48 Ere that The day was 
demi past. 1594 T B. La Primcmd. Fr. Acad. it. 377 
From hence spring demy and double tertians and quartanes. 
1603 Knolles Hist. Turks { 1621) 6S8 The complaints of this 
barking demie man. 1722 De Foe Plague (1884' 218 This 
demy Quarantine. 1891 Daily News 29 June 2/7. For wools 
of the demi class there is a good demand . . In single demi 
wefts there is an average turnover. 

t XX. as sb. A half. Chiefly ellipt. Obs . See 
also Demy. 

150X Will of Stoyll (Somerset Ho.), A girdell callid a 
Demye weying ij viice large by Troye. 1604 E. Grimstone 
Hist. Siege Ostend 90 Two whole Canons and three demies. 
1761 Bill of Fare in Pennant London (1813) 562, x Grand 
Pyramid of Demies of Shell fish of various Sorts. 

B. Demi- in combination. 

Among the chief groups of compounds are the 
following : 

1 . In Heraldry , etc., indicating the half-length 
figure of a man or animal, or the half of a charge 
or bearing: e.g. demi- an gel. -figure, forester, 
-horse, - lion , -man, - monk , - moor , -ram, - virgin , 
-wyvern ; demi- belt, t -pheon, - ship , eic. ; demi- 
vol, a single wing of a bird used as a bearing, 

1486 Bk. St. A Ibans, Her. B v a. Demy is calde in armys 
halfe a best in the felde. 1882 Academy No. 513. 161 [Conse- 
cration] crosses . . consisting of *demi-angels holding shields. 
1864 Boutell Heraldry Hist. <$* Pop. xxviii. § 1 (ed. 3! 434 
Two Memi-belts pale-wise. Ibid. x. 55 In the Arms of the 
See of Oxford are three *demi-figures. Farmers Mag. 

Tan. 68 A pair of., flower vases, with *demi horses as 
handles, standing on square plinths. x6xo Guilum Heraldry 
Hi. xv. (1660) 193 He beareth .. a*Demy Lyon Rampand, 
1696 Lond. Gaz. No. 3229/4 Crest a Demy-Lion Regardant. 
1864 Boutell Her. xvii. § 2. 269 A *demi-monk grasping a 
scourge of knotted cords. 1686 Plot Siaffordsh. 344 With 
an iron hook or *demi-pheon ingrail’d within, a x66x Fuller 
Worthies n. (x 662)299 A *Demi-ramrne mounting Argent, 
armed Or. 1792 W. Boys Hist. Sandwich 707 The old seal 
of mayoralty [of Dover] . . with four *demi-sfnps conjoined 
with four demi-lions. 1864 Boutell Her. xxi. § xi. 368 
*demi virgin, couped below the shoulders. 1857 H, Ains- 
worth M. Clifheroe 11. 277 A _*demi-wy vern carved in stone. 

2 . In Costume , indicating an article of half the 
full size or length ; hence a definitely shorter or 
curtailed form of the article, as J demi- cap, f -collar, 
f -coronal, f -gown, - robe , + -shirt, - train ; f demi- 
crown, a coronet. See also Dkmi-ceint, -girdle. 

1568 North Gneuara's Diall Pr. iv. (16795627/1 To see 
a foolish Courtier weare a *demy cappe, scant to cover the 
crowne of his head. 16x3 Shaks. Hen. VIII, iv. i \ Order 
of Coronation). Marquesse Dorset., on his head, a *Demy 
poronall of Gold. 1638 Baker tv. Balzac’s Lett. 1 . 99 And 
if you cloe nothing but change your cloath of gold for a 
russet coate ; and your cut-work band for a *demy collar. 
1641 Hist. Rich. Ill 2x9 Having on his head a # deiny Crown 
appointed for the degree of a Prince, 1480 Wardr. Acc. 
Edw. IV (18 30) 124, Vj *demy gownes and a shorte loose 
gowne. vjzx Strype Eccl. Mem. II. i. 7 Every of their 
footmen in demigowns, bare-headed. 1807 in Pall Malt 
Budget 7 Oct (i 886) 30/1 A *demie robe of white Albany 
gauze. 1634 Sir T. Herbert Trav. 146 Under this garment 
they weare a smocke . . in length agreeing to our *demi- 
shirts. 1818 La Belle Assemblee XV II. 36 Hessian robe of 
white satin, with *demi-train. 1891 Daily News 20 May 
3/1 Demi-trains are ordained by French couturiers to be 
worn in the street. 

3 . In Arms and Armour, indicating a piece of 
half the size of the full piece, or a reduced variety 
of the latter, forming a less complete covering ; as 
demi-brassard, -gardebras, a piece of plate- 
armour for the upper arm. at the back; demi- 
chamfron, a piece covering the face of the horse 
less completely than the chamfron ; demi-cuirass 
(see quot) ; demi-jambe, a piece covering the 
front of the leg ; demi-mentonniere, a menton- 
niere or chin-piece for the tilt covering the left side 
only; demi-pauldron, the smaller and lighter 
form of pauldron or shoulder-plate used in the end 
of the 15th c. ; demi-pike » Half-pike; demi- 
placard, -placate, = demi- cuirass ; demi-suit, the 
suit of light armour used in and after the 15th c. ; 
demi-vambrace, a piece of plate-armour protect- 
ing the outside of the fore-arm. See also Demi- 
lance, -PIQUE, 

1874 Boutell Arms 4- Arm . viS. 147 A corslet of iron, 
formed of two pieces * . which enclosed and protected the 
body, front and back, above the waist, and as low down as 
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the hips ; this may be called a * demi -cuirass. 18S3 J. 
Hatton in Harper's Mag. Nov. 849/1 The armor ., xs a 
*demi-suit worn in the days of Henry VIII. 

4 . In Artillery, distinguishing a piece of defi- 
nitely smaller size than the full-sized piece so 
named, as de?ni-bombardi see also Demi-cannon, 
-CULVERIN, -HAKE. 

5 . In Fortification, as de?ni-caponier, - distance , 

- parallel : see quots. Also Demi-bastion, -gorge, 

-LUNE, -REVETMENT. 

1874 Knight Diet. Meek., * Demi-caponniere, a construc- 
tion across the ditch, having but one parapet and glacis. 
1706 Phillips (ed. Kersey), *Derni-disiance of Polygons .. 
is the distance between the outward Polygons and the 
Flank. 1851 J. S. Macaulay Field Fortif. 233 When arrived 
at about 150 yards from the enemy’s covered way, he forms 
other places of arms, called *demi-parallel$. 2874 Knight 
Diet. Meek., Demi-parallel , shorter entrenchments thrown 
up between the main parallels of attack, for the protection 
of guards of the trenches. 

6. In Military tactics , the Manage, etc., as 
f demi-hearse, - pesade , -pojnmada ; demi-brigade, 
the name given, under the first French Republic, to 
a regiment of infantry and artillery (Littre) ; see 
also Demi-bateau, -sap, -volte. 

1799 Hist. Europe in Ann. Reg. 7/1 The sons of the Mam- 
malukes . . he brought into the *demi-brigades to supply 
the place of the French drummers. 1635 Barriffe MU. 
Discip. Ixxvi. (1643) 210 The next firing in Front which I 
present unto you, is the '*Demie-hearse. 1884 E.L. Anderson 
Mod. Horsemanship n. xvii. 154 The Greeks, .practised their 
horses in leaping, in the career . . and even in the *demi- 
pesade. 1762 Sterne Tr. Shandy V. xxix, Springing into 
the air, he turned him about like a wind-mill, and made 
above a hundred frisks, turns, and *'demi-pommadas. 

7 . In Weights , Measures, Coins , etc., as \ demi- 
larrel, t -galonier, f - groat , - mark , - second , f -sex- 
tier, f -sovereign ; demi-ame, half an Aam ; demi- 
farthing, a copper coin of Ceylon, of the value of 
half a farthing. 

1494 Act xx Hen. VH, c. 23 No such Merchant . . should 
put any Herring to Sale by Barrel, *Demy-Barrel,or Firkin. 
c 1740 Shenstone Economy 1. 44 Ev’n for a *demi-groat, 
this open’d soul . . Revibrates quick. 1863 A. J. Horwood 
Year-bks. 30-1 Edw. /, Pref. 26 note , Mr. Booth's qusere , . 
as to the reason for the tender of the ^demy-mark in a 
writ of right. 1816 Kirby & Sp. Entomol (1843) II. 248 
Mr, Delisle observed a fly . . which ran nearly three inches 
in a *demi-second, and in that space made 540 steps. 1817 
Cobbett IVles. XXXII, 142 Under the old-fashioned names 
of guineas and half-guineas, and not, as the newspapers told 
us . . under the name of sovereigns and *demi-sovereigns. 

8. With names of fabrics, stuffs, etc., usually in- 
dicating that they are half of inferior material ; as 
f demi-buckram, -lustre, f -worsted. Also DEMI- 
CASTOR. 

<35x568 Ascham Scholem (Arb.) 100 Clothe him selfe with 
nothing els, but a*demie bukram cassok. x88o Daily News 
8 Nov. 2/7 *Demi-lustres and Irish wools being relatively 
higher in price. 1536 A. Basset in Mrs. Green Lett. R. <$• 
Illust. Ladies II. 295 Send me some i: derni worsted for a 
robe and a collar. 

9 . Music, t demi-cadence, an imperfect cadence, 
a half-close ; + demi-crotchet, a quaver ; f demi- 
ditone, a minor third (see Ditonk) ; f de mi- 
quaver, a semi-quaver. (All obs. and rare.) See 
also Demiskmtquaver, -semitone, -tone. 

1828 Busby M its. Manual,* Demi-Cadence, an expression 
used in contradistinction to Full-Cadence . . so a demi- 
cadence is always on some other than the key-note. 1659 
Leak Waierwks. 28 If you will you may put on *Demi 
Crochets, or Quavers. _ 1706 Phillips (ed Kersey), * Demi- 
ditone . . the same with Tierce Minor. 1753 Chambers 
Cycl. Supp., Demiditone, in music, is used by some for a 
third minor. 1669 Cokaine Death T. Pilkiugton Poems 79 
Whose Loss our trembling Heart such wise lament As they 
like Semi- and *Demi-quavers went. 1706 Phillips (ed. 
Kersey), Dani-qnaver, a Musical Note ; see Semi-quaver. 

10 . -With names of material or geometrical 
figures : Half, semi- ; as demi-canal, -column, 
-cylinder (hence demi-cylitidrical adj.), demi- 
dome, f -hill, - metope ; -orbit, -pillar, -plate, -tube ; 
f demi-globe, -sphere = hemisphere; demi- 
oetagonal, -octangular, of the shape of half of 
an octagon. See also Demi-circle. 

1870 Rolleston Anim. Life 20 The place . . taken by the 
*derni-canal. 1879 Sir G. G. Scott Led. Archit. II. 38 An 
entire pillar of this form must have suggested the *demi- 
column. 1782 Gibbon Decl. <$• F. (1846) III. xl. 622 The altar 
.. was placed in the eastern recess, artificially built in the 
form of a *demicylinder. 1879 Sir G. G . Scott Led. A rchit. 

I. 51 The most normal and readily invented vault is. .of the 
continuous barrel or *demi-cylindrical form. 1862 R. PL 
Patterson Ess. Hist, Art 410 Beneath an apex or *demi- 
dome, stands the relic-shrine. 1794 G, Adams Nat. <$* Exp. 
Philos. Ill, xxxii. App. 327 The flat side of this *demi- 
globe, 1665 J. W ebb S tone- H eng (1725) 131 A mighty Heap 
m Form of a *Demi-hill. 1774 T. West Aniiq. Furness 
(1805) 362 The ruins of the chapter-house, with four *demi- 
octangular buttresses in front, 1875 Croix Climate <§» T. 
App. 537 The *demi-orbit, or . , the x8o° comprehended be- 
twixt the two equinoxes. 1776 Lend, fr l Vest m. Guide 13 
Four Gothic *Demi Pillars painted with blue Veins, and 
gilt Capitals, 1885 Athensenm 28 Feb. 284/1 A *demiplate 
..is never the second plate [of the ambulacra], 1826 Kirby 
& Sp. Entomol. 1,1828) III. xxxv. 571 A deep channel or 
Memitube. 

11. With ordinaiy class-nouns, indicating a person 
or thing which has half the characteristics connoted 
by the name; or is half this and half not, half- 


and-half; hence sometimes with the sense f of equi- 
vocal quality or character 1 ; as denii-atheist , - Atlas , 
-beast, - beau , - bisque (Bisk sb.), -brute, -ctvsura, 
-canon, crack (Crack sb. 1 1 -t 5), -Christian, - critic , 
-dandiprat, -deity, - devil , -doctor, -gent letnan, - king , 
-lawyer, -millionaire, - Mohammedan , -Moor, -owl, 
-pagan, -Pelagian (so -Pelagiamsm\ -priest, -pro- 
phetess, -savage, -urchin, -votary, -wolfyfi demi- 
damsel, -lady, -lass (rendering Sp. semidoncellci) ; 
fdemi-male, a eunuch. See also Demi-god, 

-ISLAND, -ISLE, -MONDE. 

1856 Bqker Calaynos 1. i, Why talk you thus, you *demi- 
atheist? 2606 Shaks, Ant. fy Cl. i. v. 23 The *demy Atlas 
of this Earth. 1849 J. W. Donaldson Theatre Greeks 252 
The composition of demigods with *demibeasts formed a 
diverting contrast, a 1700 B. E. Did. Cant. Crew, Sub beau,. 
or * Demibeau, a wou’d-be-fine. 2799 W. Tooke View 
Russian Emp. II. 606 Destitute of the finer feelings of our 
natux-e, and a *demi-brute. 2824 L. Murray Eng. Gram, 
(ed. 5) I. 382 This semi-pause may be called a *demi-csesttra. 
1712 Cooke Voy. to S. Sea 396 To the Cathedral belong ten 
Canons, .six *Demi-Canons, and six half Demi-Canons [etc.] 
1622 Massinger Virg. Atari. 11, i. Herein thou shewed’st 
thyself a perfect *demi-Christian too. 2674 S. Vincent 
Yng. Gallant's Acad. To Rdr. A vij b. Nay the Stationers 
themselves are turned *Demi-Critxcks. 1756 Grays-lnn JrtiL 
I. 167 We the . . Demi-critics of the City of London, in 
Coffee-houses assembled. 2620 Shelton Quix. iv. xvi. II. 
2or To this Hole caine the two *derm-Damse!s. 1622 
Massinger Virg. Mart. 11. iii, Adieu, *demi-dandiprat, 
adieu ! 2640 T. Rawlins Rebellion in Hazl. Dodsley XIV. 
74 A religious sacrifice of praise Unto thy *demi-deity. 1820 
Byron Mar. Fdl. 11. i. 390 The demy-deity Alcides. 1604 
Shaks. Oth. v. ii. 302 Demand that *demy-Diuell, Why he 
hath thus ensnar’d my Soule and Body. 1823 W. Irving in 
Life fy Lett. (2864I IV. 309 What demi-devils we are to mar 
such scenes of quiet and loveliness with our passions ! 1737 
Bracken Farriery hnpr. (1757) II. 90 *Demi-Doctors, who 
do more Mischief than all the right-knowing of the Pro- 
fession do good. 2621 Speed Hist. Gt. Brit. ix. vi. § 24 
But a *Demi-King, depriued of all Soueraignty ouer one half- 
deale of his Kingdome. 2742 Jarvis Quix. 1. iv. xvi. (Dd, 
At this hole then this pair of *demilasses [rendered by 
Motteux and Ozell, 27 57, *demy-ladies] planted them- 
selves. 1825 T, Jefferson Autobiog. Wks. 2859 I. 45 
Chicaneries . . and delays of lawyers and *demi-lawyers. 
2601 R. Johnson Kingd. $ Comnvw. (2603) 235 Being a *'demi 
Mahumetan. 2728 Morgan Algiers II. v, 294 He was 
always called Aga, as are generally those *Demi-Males : 
every Eunuch is an Aga. 2614 Sylvestf.r Dip Bart as. 
Pari. Vertites Roy all 208 Those daring *Demi-Moores. 
2622 Massinger Virg. Mart. n. i, As I am a *demi-pagan, 

I sold the victuals. 1626 tr. Parallel Aiij, What kindred 
. . hath Arminius . . with the *Demipelagians ? Ibid. 
D ij, *Demipelagianisme is Pelagianisme. 1590 L. Lloyd 
Diall Dates 28 So inspired by god Phoebus, that she was 
accompted and taken for a *demie Prophetesse. 180® 
Helena Wells C. Neville III. 318 The little *demi-savage 
gained so many friends. 1627 Drayton Agincourt , etc. 273 
Other like Beasts yet had the feete of Fowles, That *Demy- 
Vrchins weare, and Demy -0 wles. 2663 Cowley Complaint 
vii. My gross Mistake, My self a *demy- Votary to make. 
2605 Shaks. Mach. in. i. 94 As . . Mungrels, Spaniels, Curres . . 
and *Demy-Wolues are dipt All by the Name of Dogges, 

12 . With nouns of action, condition, state ; as 
dem i- assignation, -atheism , -bob, -fiexion, -incog- 
nito, -nudity, -premisses, -pronation, -relief, - result , 
-sacrilege, -translucence ; demi -metamorphosis 
( Entom . ), partial metamorphosis, hemi-metabol- 
ism ; demi-toilet, half evening (or dinner) dress, 
not full dress. 

1667 G. Digby Elvira in Hazl. Dodsley^ XV. 62 Such 
words imply Little less than a *demi-assignation. 1710 
Berkeley Priuc. Hum. Knowl. § 255 Sunk into a sort of 
*Demy-atheism. 2842 Barham Ingol. Leg., Auto-da-fi, 
Returning his bow with a slight *demi-bob. 2808 Med. 
Jrnl. XIX. 81 *Demi-flexion becomes at length as painful as 
the extension at full length. 2836-9 Todd Cycl. Anat. II. 
76/2 The fore-arm was in a state of demi-flexion. 1S91 Pall 
Mall G. 5 Mar. 2/2 When a Royal personage comes to 
Paris in *demi-incognito. 1816 Genii. Mag. LX XXVI. 1. 
227 Loosely attired in the *demi-nudity of the Grecian 
costume. 2597 Hooker Eccl. Pol.v. Ixxx. (2611) 400 They 
iudge conclusions by *demipremises and iialfe principles. 
1836-9 Todd Cycl. Anat. II. 76/2 The fore-arm was in 
a state of *demi-pronation. 1874 Knight Did. Aleck., 
* Demi-relief . . half raised, as if cut in two, and half only 
fixed to the plane. 2612 W. Sclatf.r Ministers Portion 29 
Popish ^Demi-sacrilege had made seisure of tithes. 2828 
Scott Dinryxy May in Lockhart, I contrived to make a 
*demi toilette at Holland House. 2880^ Disraeli Endym. 
xxii, The sisters were in demi-toilet, which seemed artless, 
though in fact it was profoundly devised. 2849 Bronte 
Shirley v. 47 Dawn was just beginning to . . give a *demi- 
translucence to its opaque shadows. 

13 . With adjectives : as demi-heavenly, -high, 
-human, - Norman , t official -pagan, -pectinate, 
-savage, - simple , - umnfranchised ; demi-equitant 
(Bot.) = Obvolute. (With most of these semi- 
is now the usual prefix.) 

1616 Sylvester Du Bart as, Tobacco Battered 536 *Demi- 
heav’nly, and most free by Birth. 2872 Figure Training 
220 We may go far before we meet with anything superior 
to the plain *demi-high button-boot now so much worn. 
1822 O’Connor Chron. Eri I. p. Ixvii, These wretched 
mortals .. considered but *demi-human, the link between 
man and monkey. 1876 Tennyson Harold in. i, Our dear 
England Is *demi-Nonnan. 1804 W. Taylor in Ann. Rev. 
II. 275 These . .are surely inferior to the ^demi-official letters 
of the second volume. 1818 Corbett Pol. Reg. XXXIII. 
202 The publications in the demi-official newspaper of this 
country* 2833 Chalmers Const. Man (1835) I, 1* 104 The 
warfare of savage or *demisavage nations. / 1591 F. Sparry 
tr. Cattan's Geomancie 168 The one is simple, the vther 


*demy simple. 1893 l Vest m. Gaz. 25 Feb. 2/2 Extracting 
verdicts from semi-disfranchised and *demi-un enfranchised 
constituencies. 

14. With verbs and verbal derivati ves : as f demi - 
corpsed , 1* -deify, f -digested, f matured, t - turned . 

1828 J. Wilson in Blackw. Mag. XXI V. 286 He [the rider] 
becomes Memicorpsed with the noble animal. 2784 Cowper 
Task v. 2 66 They *demi-deify and fume him so. 1660 Fisher 
Rusticks Alarm Wks. (1679)229 In thy meer *demi-digested, 
demications against them. 2602 Shaks. Ham. iv. vii. 88 
And to such wondrous doing brought his horse, As had he 
beene encorps’d and X 'demy-Natur’d With the braue Beast. 
1793 J. Williams. Calm Exam. 74 Has the sphere of recti- 
tude been mi- turned, and what was yesterday upright- 
ness, now antipodic? 

Demi-Atlas: see Demi- ii. 

11 Demi-'ham (de-mib^’n). [Fr. ; «half bath.]* 

= DeMI-BATH. 1847 in Craig. 

f Be •mi-bar. Cbs. [Bab sb. 1 2 1 .] Name for 
a kind of false dice. 

2592 Nobody <$■ Someb. (1878) 337 Those are called high 
Fulloms. .low Fulloms . . Those Demi-bars. .bar Sizeaces, 
Bemi-bastion(cle*mi]boe*sti3n). Fortif. [Demi- 
5.] A work of the form of half a bastion, having 
one face and one Hank. Hence Bemi-ba'stioned 
a., having demi-bastions. 

2695 Lend. Gaz. No. 3100/4 The Dutch were not able to 
maintain themselves in the Demi-Bastion. 1823 Chron. in 
Ann. Reg. 298/2 Against the demy- bastion on the south- 
eastern angle and the termination of the curtain of the 
southern face. 2832 Southey /list. Reruns. War III. 235 
Their efforts had been misdirected against the face of a 
demibastion. 2852 J. S. Macaulay Field Fortif. 22 Of 
Demi-bastioned Forts. 

II Demi-bateau (de*mi,ba*b?). [Fr. ; = half- 
boat : see Bateau.] A half-bateau used in con- 
structing pontoons. 

1853 Sir H. Douglas Milit. Bridges (ed. 3) 98 Those, 
[pontoons] of greater breadth are formed by uniting two 
demi-bateaux at the bx'oader ends so as to constitute an 
entire bateau. 

Demi-bath. (de-miba}>). [transl. Fr. demi-bain .] 
A bath in which the body can be immersed only- 
up to the loins. 1847 in Craig. 

Demi-Tbombard, -brassard, -brigade: see 
Demi- 4, 3, 6 . 

Demie (de'mik), a. nonce-wd. [f. Gr. Itjp.-os 
district, country, people + -jc.] Belonging to or 
characteristic of the people. 

2834 M edwin Angler in Wales II, 263 Perhaps beauty is 
demic or epidemic here. 

Demi-cadence : see Demi- 9. 
t Be mi-ca’linon. Obs. Also -canon, [a. 
F. demi-canon (16th c. in Littre) : see Demi- 4.] 
A kind of large gun formerly used, of about 
inches bore : see Canetox sb. 1 2 . 

1556 [see Dkmi a.]. 

2577-87 Holinshkd Chron. III. 2 188/2 They were answered 
agame with foure or five canons, and demi canons. 1587 
Harrison England n. xvi. (2877) r. 281 The names of our 
greatest ordinance. .Demie Canon six thousand pounds, and 
six inches and an halfe within the mouth. Cannon, seauen 
thousand pounds, and eight inches within the mouth. 1673 
Phil. Trans. VI II. 6040 In the Year 1672. July 9, there was 
cast a Demy-canon ,* weighing 34 hundreds of weight, 1707 
Farquhar Beaux Strut, in. ii, Her eyes. .Are demi-canons 
to be sure; so I won’t stand their battery. 1735-6 Cartb 
Ormonde I. 342 There were three demi-canon, two sakers, 
and one minion. 

b. attrib ., as in demi-cannon cut, drake. (See 
Cut sb. 2 30 a, Drake.) 

2634-5 Brereton Trav. (2844) 265 She carries 16 pieces of 
ordinance, .four whole culverin drakes, and four iron demi- 
cannon. drakes. 2642 in Rushw, Hist. Coll, in, (2692) I. The 
Walls . . are singularly well fortified with Brass and Iron 
Guns, both Culverins and Demi-Cannon-Cuts. 
Demi-caponier : see Demi- 5. 
t Be :mica*stor. Obs. Also -caster, [a. F. 
demi-castor 1 chapeau de poil de castor melange T 
(Racine 17th c ) : see Demi- 8, Castor b] a. An 
inferior quality of beaver’s fur, or a mixture of 
beaver’s and other fur ; usually attrib., as in demi- 
castor hat. b. A hat made of this. 

1637 Lane. Wills II. 242 To W u /Nickson one demicastor 
hatt. c 1645 Howell Lett. III. xi, In that more subtill air 
of yours tinsell sometimes passes for tissue, Venice Beads 
for Perl, and Demicastors for Bevers. 2721 C. King Brit. 
Merck. II. 236 Beaver, Demicastor, and Felt Hats, made 
in . . Paris. ; ■ 

fig. a 1658 Cleveland Sir I. Presbyter 58 Pray for the 
Mitred Authors, and defie Those Demicastors of Divinity. 
Demieation : see Dimi-. 
t Bemiceint. Obs. Forms: 5-6 demy cent, 
-sent, dy my ceynt, -sent, dy mi sent, dymysen, 
-son. [a. F» demi-ceint, demi-ceinct, ‘a halfe- 
girdle ; a woman’s girdle, whose forepart is of 
gold or siluer, and hinder of silke, &c.’ (Cotgr.) ; 
f. demi- half + OF. ccint L. cincium girdle.] A 
girdle having ornamental work only in the front. 

2483 In Amolde Chron. (2811) 216 A dymysen with a red 
crosse harnossid with siluer wrought with golde. 1503 Will 
of Tymperley (Somerset Ho.), A dymysent gyrdell of siluer 
<K gilt. Ibid., A dymycent withoute any corse of siluer & 
gilt, c 1524 Ckurcivw. A cc. St. Marykill, London {Nichols 
1797) 228 A demysent with a cheyne and a pommander and 
a pendent. 1538 Bury Wills (1850) 236 My best hamysid 
gyrdyll of gold callyd a dymysent. 2543 Nottingham Ree. 

III. 397 My dymyson gyrdylle and my coralle beydes. 


DEMI-CIRCLE, 


180 


DEMI-MOHDE, 


Demi-chamfron ; see Demi- 3. 

: Demi-circle (de*mi|Sskik’l). [Demi- 10.] 

1 . A semicircle. Now rare. 

1654 Evelyn Mem. (1857)!. 308 Mathematical and magical 
curiosities . . a balance on a demi-circle. 1662 Gerbier 
Princ. 2 How a Point, Line, Angle, Demi-circle . . must be 
made. 1726 C a valuer Mem. in. 185 The Hill being in 
the form of a Demi-Circle. 1864 Boutell Heraldry Hist. 
% Pop.xx i. § 11. 370 A demi-circle of glory edged with clouds. 

2 . Surveying. An instrument of semicircular form 
used for measuring angles. 

1874 Knight Diet, Meek., Demi-circle, .a modest substitute 
for the theodolite. 

Hence Bemi-ci*rcular a., semicircular. 

1831 Lockhart Valerino I. ix. 146 The party might consist 
of about twenty, who reclined along one demi-circular couch. 

Demi -coronal: see Demi- 2. 
tDe*mi-cro:ss. Obs. [Demi- i, io.] 

1 . The title of one of the degrees among the 
Knights of Malta. 

1788 Piet. Tour thro' Part of Europe 19 JThere are also some 
Demi-crosses, who, by express permission, are authorized 
to wear the golden cross with three points. 

2 . An instrument for taking altitudes : see quot. 
1753 Chambers Cycl. Supp ., Demi-cross ?, an instrument 

used by the Dutch to take the sun's altitude, or that of 
a star at sea. .The Demi-cross is of this figure : A* 
Demi-crotchet, -cuirass : see Demi- 9, 3. 
Demi-culverin (de.*mi|k2rlveiin). Obs. exc. 
Hist. [ad. F. demi-coulevrim : see Demi- 4 and 
Culverin.] A kind of cannon formerly in use, of 
about 4} inches bore. 

1587 Harrison England 11. xvi. (1877) 1. 281 Detnie Cul- 
uerijn weigheih three .thousand pounds. 1398 B. Jonson 
Ev, Man in Hum. m. i, They had planted mee three denii- 
culuerings, just in tbe mouth of the breach. *6* * Cory at 
Crudities 104 One .. was exceeding great .. about sixteene 
foote long, made of brasse, a demy culverin. 1627 Capt. 
Smith Seaman's Cram. xiv. 70. 1692 Luttrell Brief R el. 

(1857)11.372 The feild train of artillery in the Tower for 
Flanders .. are to consist of 23 pounders, 10 sakers, and 
8 demieulveri ns. 1772 Slmes Mil. Guide, Demi-culverin. 
It is a very good^ field piece. 1855 Macaulay Hist. Eng. 
III. xvi. 685 Demiculverins from a ship of war were ranged 
along the parapets. 

attrib. 1634-5 Bre reton Trav. (1844) *65 She carries., 
six iron dermculverm drakes. 1647 Clarendon Hist. Iteb. 
vn. <'1703 II. 2 iq Retiring about Demy Culvering shot behind 
a Stone Wall. 

Bemi-damsel, -deify, -devil : see Demi- 11,34. 
Bemidiate: see Dimi-. 

Bemi-distanee, -ditone, -farthing, -galo- 
nier, -gardebras: see Demi- 5, 9, 7, 3, 
Bemi-equitan t : see Demi- 13. 
FDemi-galliot, -galleyot. [Demi a . : cf. 
F. demi-gahre , It. mezza galea (Jal).] A small- 
sized galliot or brigantine formerly used in the 
Mediterranean. 

1632 W. Lithgow Trav. B. v. 180 This Tartaneta, or Demi 
galleyot, belonged to the lie of Stagiro, aunciently Thasia. 

t De:mi-gau*utlet. Surg., Obs. 

1706 Phillips Demi-gantlet, a sort of Bandage us’d in the 
setting of disjoynted h ingers, 1823 in Crabbe Techn. Did. 

F Bemi-girdle. Obs. = Demiceint, q.v. 

1501 (see Demi A. ILj. 1533 in Weaver Wells Wills (1890) 
355 A dymye gyrdell. 1535 Ibid. 170 A demye gyrdell. 
Demigod (de*mig^d). [Demi- ii: rendering 
L. sem ideas.] In ancient mythology, etc. : A being 
partly of divine nature, as one sprung from the 
intercourse of a deity and a mortal, or a man 
raised to divine rank ; a minor or inferior deity. 

1530 Palsgr. 366 What so ever goddes or demye goddes 
that they be. 1580 North Plutarch (% 676)278 They did 
sacrifice.. unto the demy-gods, Androcrates. .and Polyidus. 
1595 Shaks. Merck. V. in. ii. 115 What demie God Hath 
come so neere creation? 1S67 Milton P. L. i. 796 The 
great Sera, hie Lords and Cherubim . . A thousand Demy- 
Gods on golden seats, Frequent and full. 1712 Pope Ver- 
tumnus'is A thousand syl vans, demigods, and gods That 
haunt our mountains. 1874 Sayce Compar. Philol. viii. 307 
The gods and demi-gods of pagan antiquity. 1878 Emerson 
Misc. Papers, Fort, of Repub. Wks. (Bohn) III. 388 Ark- 
wright and Whitney were the demi-gods of cotton. 
De:migO*ddess. rare . [Demi- ii + goddess \ 
rendering L. semideal] A female demigod. 

1603 Holland Plutarch's Mor. 49 8 The most antique 
demi-god desses that ever were, 1788 Mrs. Hughes Hen. 
# I sab. I. 74 Her whole appearance, .reminded the beholder 
of a nymph or demy goddess. 1836-48 B. D. Walsh Aris- 
toph.. Clouds \. \v. Or am I to think that the musical maids 
Are certain divine demigoddesses? 

Hence Bemifo*ddess-sMp, 

3858 in Grosarfs Spenser (1882) III. p. xciii, Upon Rosa- 
lind e . . an affection of thedemigoddess-ship . . is .. charged. 

Demi-gorge ( de*mi ig^id#), Fort if. [Demi- 
5.] That part of the internal polygon from the 
angle of the curtain to the centre of the bastion 
(or point where the lines of the two adjacent cur- 
tains intersect) ; forming half of the gorge or en- 
trance of the bastion. 

1706 in Phillips (ed. Kersey). 1755 T. Forbes in C, Gist’s 
Jrtils. (1893) 151 The length of the Curtains is about 30 feet, 
and the Demigorge of the Bastions about eighty. 1851 
J. S. Macaulay Field Fortif 29 Vauban strengthened the 
continued line with redans placed 260 yards apart, having 
30 yards of demigorge, and 44 yards of capital. 1859 F. A. 
Griffiths Art it. it lan. (1862) 267 Set off 40 yards on each 


side of the re-entering angle of the counterscarp for their 
demi-gorges. , 

F D@migraIn© B Obs. [a. OF. demigrame 
pomegranate: cf. F. grenade pomegranate, also 
name of a stuff.] Name of some textile fabric. 

2540 Ld. Treas. A cats. Scot, in Pitcairn Crim. Trials I. 
*302 To be ane cote to the Fwle, vi quarteris Deme-grane 
and vi quarteris Frenche fallow. 

F Demigra 4 ae a Obs. [a. F. demigrame 
(Cotgr.), var. of migraine , med.L. demigrdnia, for 
L. hemicrania, a. Gr. paviov pain on one side 
of the head.] -Hemicrania. 

£: 140c Lauf rands Cirurg. 301 And for demigrania fxm 
schalt lete blood in )»e templis of his heed . . I hadde a Jong 
man . . jmt hadde demigrayn of hoot cause. 

F ©©‘migrate, Obs. [f. ppl. Stem of L. 
demigrdre to migrate from, depart, f. De- I. 2 + 
migrare to Migrate.] intr. To remove to another 
place or dwelling ; to migrate. 

1623 Cockeram, D emigrate, to change houses. 165s Biggs 
New Disp. P 288 Hath it deraigrated to another place? 

Hence F Demigra-tion. 

1623 Cockeram, Demigration , a changing of places, or 
houses. 1628 Bp. Hall Quo Vatlis t § 22 Are wee so foolish 
that . . wee will needs bring upon our selues . . the curse 
of Cain . . that is, of demigration ? 1759 Sterne Tr. Shandy 
II. v, The reason . . of this sudden demigration. 

Bemi-groat: see Demi- 7. 
t De'mi-lia&e, -ha^ue. Obs. exc. Also 
9 demy-hag. [Demi- 4.J A fire-arm used in the 
1 6th c. ; a smaller kind of Haque or Hackbut. 
Also called halj-haque , half-hagg. 

1541 Act 33 Hen. VIII , c, 6 No person .. shall shote in 
anie crossebowe, handgunne, hagbut or demy bake. [1549 
Compl. Scott, vi. 41 Hagbuies of crocbe, half haggis, cul- 
verenis.] 1581 Lambarde Eircn. iv. iv. (1588) 477 If any 
person have . . used or kept . . any hagbut or demyhake. 
1801 Strutt Sports $ Past. n. i. 52 In addition to the hand- 
guns, I meet with other instruments of like kind . . namely 
demy hags, or hag butts. 1834 Penny Cycl. II, 3 73/1 The 
demihaque was a kind of long pistol, the butt-end of which 
was made to curve so as almost to become a semicircle, 

Bemi-hsarse : see Demi- 6 . 

Beani-kir Bter. Watchmaking. [Demt- ii.] 

1884 F. J. Britten Watch y Clockm. 80 [A] Demi Hunter 
. . [is] a Watch case in which a glass of about half the 
diameter of the hunting cover is let into it. 

t Bemi-island. Obs. Also -Hand. [Demi- 
11.] A peninsula. 

*6oo Holland Livy xxxn. xxi. 822 Peloponnesus is a demie 
island [ peninsula ]. 1614 Raleigh Hist World II. tv. vi. 
§ 8. 245 He was kept vnder sure guard in a demie-Iland. 
*652-62 Heylin Cosmogr. in. (1673)2/2 It is a demy-island, 
or Peninsula, environed on all sides with waters. 

Hence f 23 emi-i slander, an inhabitant of a 
peninsula. 

<21649 Drumm. of Hawth. Fam. Epist. Wks. (17T1) 146 
We can hardly repair unto you demi-islanders, without 
dancing and tossing on your arm of the sea. 

t Demi-isle. Obs. =prec. 

1609 Holland Amm. Marcell. xxn. via. 200 That Biland, 
or demy Isle which the Sindi inhabit. 1610 — Camden's 
Brit. 1. 189 From S. Michaels mount southward . . there is 
thrust forth a bi-land or demi-Isle. 177 6 Mickle tr. Camoens 
Lusiad 284 Southward sea-girt she forms a demi-isle. 

Demi-jambe : see Demi- 3. 

Demijohn (de*miid&m). Forms : 8 demijan, 
9 demsjaan, demi-john, demijohn. [In I 4 ', dame- 
jeanne (1694 Th. Corneille dame-jane, 1701 Fure- 
tiere Dame Jeanne , lit. ‘Dame Jane’) ; soSp. dania- 
juana (as if Dama Juana) ; mod.Pr., in different 
dialects, datna-jana , damajano , damojano, dame- 
jam , dabajanOj dehajano ; Cat. dam aj ana ; It. 
damigiana ; mod. Arabic iils/j, 13 lsr° b damn- 
jdnati, ddmajdnat , etc. in 19th c. lexicons. 

The current Eng. form is the result of popular perversion 
as in ‘ sparrow-grass ’ ; the earlier demijan, demijean, ap- 
proach more closely to the F. and Romanic, whence the 
word was adopted. The original nationality and etymology 
of the word are disputed : see Rev. A. L. Mayhew in A caderny 
14 Oct. 1893. Some have assumed the Arabic to be the source 
of the Romanic forms, and have sought to explain this as of 
Persian origin, and derived from the name of the town 
Damghan or Damaghan, jjUuO, a commercial em- 
porium S.E. of the Caspian. But this is not supported by 
any historical evidence ; moreover, the word does not occur in 
Persian dictionaries, nor in Arabic lexicons before the 19th c., 
and the unfixedness of its form ( ddmijhnall , dkmajdnali, 
damajdnah, damanfdnat) points, in the opinion of Arabic 
scholars, to its recent adoption from some foreign language, 
probably from Levantine use of It. damigiana , Assuming 
the word to be Romanic, some have taken the Provencal 
and Catalan forms as the starting-point, and conjectured for 
these either a L. type *dimididna from dlmidium half < Alart 
in Rev. Lang. Rom. Jan. 18771, or the phrase de medidna of 
middle or mean isize) (in illustration of which Darmesteter 
cites from a 13th c. tariff of Narbonne the phrase * ampolas 
de mieja megeira * -L. ampullds de media mensnra). But 
these suggestions fail to explain the initial da - prevalent in 
all the langs. ; on account of which M. Paul Meyer (like 
Littre) thinks that all the Romanic forms are simply adapta- 
tions or transliterations of the French, this being simply 
Dame Jeanne * Dame Jane’, as a popular appellation (cf. 
Bellarmine, greybeard, etc.). This is also most in accord- 
ance with the historical evidence at present known, since 
the word occurs in French in the 17th c., while no trace of it 
equally early has been found elsewhere,] 

A large bottle with bulging body and narrow neck, 
holding from 3 to 10 (or, in extreme cases, 2 to 15) 


gallons, and usually cased in wicker- or rush-work, 
with one or two handles of the same, for convenience 
of transport. 

An ordinary size is 5 gallons. Demijohns of dear glass, of 
ovate-quadrilateral section in the body (14 x 16 inches diam. 
are employed to export vinegar and spirits to the West 
Indies, and are in common household use in the islands. 
The name is sometimes also given to vessels of earthenware 
or stoneware similarly cased. 

2769 Falconer Diet. Marine (1776', Dnme-jeanne, a de- 
mijan, or large bottle, containing about four or five gallons, 
covered with basket-work, and much used in merchant-ships. 
*803 Capt. Fellowes in Naval Citron. X. 183, I perceived 
one of the seamen emptying a demijean . . containing five 
gallons. [Not in Todd 1818, nor in Pantologia 1819.3 1828 
Webster, Demijohn , a glass vessel or bottle enclosed in 
wicker-work. 1842 Dickens A wer. Notes (1850) 122/2 Two 
large stone jars in wicker cases, technically known as demi- 
johns. *859 Leisure Hour No. 406. 626 Archy paraded 
round the table with a huge demijohn made of unglazed 
brick-earth. *880 Times 7 May 3 The price paid for them 
was said to be a 4 demijohn ’ of rum. 1894 Letterfr. Messrs. 
Scrutton , Sons, $ Co., We have at present 500 demijohns 
filled with vinegar going by one of our steamers to the West 
Indies. 

Comb. *884 L. Ouphant Haifa (1887) 134 Cisterns, .some 
of them demijohn-shaped. 

Demi-lance (dtrmijlcms). Forms: 5 demye 
launce, 6 demy-, deme-, demi-, dimilaunee, 
dimilance, 6-7 demy-, 6-8 demilance, 7 demi- 
launee, 6-9 demi-lance, [a. F. demie lance (15th 
c. in Littte) : cf. Demi- 3.] 

1 . A lance with short shaft, used in the 15th and 
16th centuries. 

c 1489 Caxton Sonnes ofAymon xxii. 487 Charlemagn . . 
helde a demye launce in hys hande. 1563 87 Foxe A. 4 M. 
(1596) 3 07/1 Who in the waie stroke the lord Gilbert Hum- 
sard such a blow with his demilance, that he feld both him 
and his horsse to the ground. 1598 Dki.onf.y Jacks Newb. 
ii. 43 Fiftie tall men .. demilam.es in their hands. 1697 
Drydkn Virgil vn. 1010 Light demi-lances from afar they 
throw. Fasten’d with leathern thongs, to gall the foe. 1877 
MissYonge Cameos III. xxx. 301 He struck him such a 
blow with his demi-lance as to unhorse him. 

attrib. 1658 J . Kurbu ry Hist. Christina Alessandro 358 
His Holinesse likewise ordered that five of his demy-lance 
men should every day wait by turns on her Majesty. 

2 . A light horseman armed with a demilance. 
In the literal sense, obs. by iboo, exc. as historical ; 
in 17th c. often used humorously like * cavalier 

*544 Cranmer in M. Burrows Worthies A U Souls v. 3874) 
65 To send up one demy-iaunee well furnished. 1560 Diurn. 
Occurrehts <1833 56 V*" fute men and xviij* - lycht horsemen 
and dimilances. *611 Speed Hist. Gi. Brit. ix. xxi, § 48 Nine- 
teene Knights, sixe hundred demi-Lances, 1631 Shirley 
Louie’s Cruelty in. ii, Be not angry, demi-lance. 1755 Carte 
Hist. Eng. IV. 55 The forces under his command consisting 
of 600 demilances, 200 archers on horsebaeke, 3000 on foot. 
1849 J. Grant Kirkaldy ofGr. ix. 82 Kirkaldy with his troop 
of demi-lances accompanied this column of the army. 
Hence Demi-lancer * Demi-lance 2. 

1552 Huloet, Dimilauneer or bearer of a dimilaunee, 
lanceartus. 1625 Markham Souldiers Acrid. 40 The 
second Troope of Horse were called Launders or Demi - 
launders. *767 Entick London I. 452 A large body of 
demi-lancers in bright armour. 

Bemi-lass: see Demi- ii. 

Demilitarize, v. [f. De- II. i + Military 
+ -IZE.] trans. To take away the military organ- 
ization from. (In quot. referring to the organization 
of the Austrian 1 military frontier’;. Ilence Be- 
mRlitariza-tion. 

*883 A. J. Patterson in Pall Mall G. 2 Oct. 1/2 Two out 
of the Croatian frontier regiments were demilitarized. But 
..the Hungarians .. delayed the process of demilitarization. 

Demilune (de’mii'^n), so. {a.) [a. F .demilune, 
in 1 6- 1 7th e. demie June half moon : cf. I)emi- io.] 
FI, gen. A * half-moon a crescent. Obs. 
a 1734 North Lives (18081 1 , 228 <D, An immense mass of 
stone of tbe shape of a demilune. . a 1734 — Exam. m. vii. 
§ 95 /1740) 578 These stately Figures were planted in a 
Demilune about an huge Fire. 

2 . FortiJ. An outwork resembling a bastion with 
a crescent-shaped gorge, constructed to protect a 
bastion or curtain. 

*727-5* Chambers Cycl., Demi-Lune, Half Moon, in for- 
tification, an outwork . . consisting of two faces, and two 
little flanks. 1870 Daily Nexus 26 Sept., Demi-lunes have 
been constructed, before the gates of Paris, 

8 . Physiol. Demilunes {crescents) of Gianmtzzi 
or Ileidenhain : certain crescent-shaped proto- 
plasmic bodies found in the salivary glands, 

*883 Syd. Soc. Lex., Demilune i of Giammszi, a granular 
mass of protoplasm, of semilunar form, which forms part of 
the cell-contents of the salivary cells. 

B. adj. Crescent-shaped, semilunar. 

*885 Proc. It. Soc. 19 Mar. 215 The demilune cells and' the 
serous cells, which are present . . in the sub-maxillary gland 
of the cat. 

Derni-lustre, -mentonni&re, -metamor- 
phosis, -metope : see Demi- 8, 3, 12, 10, 
Demi-man : see Demt a. 

11 Demi-monde (d^m/imffhd, de-mi t mfnd). [Fr. ; 
lit . 1 half-world \ * half-and-half society *, a phrase 
invented by Dumas the younger. Cf, Demi-rep.] 
The class of women of doubtful reputation and 
social standing, upon the outskirts of ‘society.’ 
(Sometimes, though improperly, extended to in- 
clude courtesans in general.) 
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DEMI-OSTADE. 

lip Fraser's Mag. LI. 579 His [Dumas'] Demi Monde is 
the link between good and bad society, .the world of com- 
promised women, a social limbo, the inmates of which, .are 
perpetually struggling to emerge into the paradise of honest 
and respectable ladies. 1884 Mrs, C. Praed Zero xiv, The 
demi-Monde overflowed the Hotel de Paris. 1893 N. K 
Nation 27 Apr. 320/1 His province is the demi-monde , the 
Bake me of the modem Murger, tae Paris of Zola and the 
Naturalists. 

b. attrib. or as adj. 1864 Salk Quite Alone I. i. 10 Ms she 
demi-monde ? ’ . . ‘ N obody knows 

Demi-natured : see Demi- 14. 

Dsminish, etc. : see Diminish, etc. 
t Bemi-o*stade, -©stage, Obs. Also G Sc. 
damyostage. [a. O f.dcmie ostade, hostade , estade t 
f. demi, -e half + ostade, hostade , austade , ‘ the stuff e 
wo.sted or woosted’ (Cotgr. 1611)] A stuff: 
apparently half-worsted half-linen, linsey-woolsey. 

1537 Ld. Treas. Accts v Scot, in Pitcairn Crim. Trials I. 
290 Twa steikis of double Damyostage to hing about the 
Quein [at her funeral], 1538 A herd. Reg:. V. 16 (Jam), A 
hogtone of demyostage begareit with veluot. [1593 tr. 
Guicciardini's Descr. Low Countreys 33 b, Sarges or Sayes, 
Wosteds, Demi-wosteds [It. ostate, mezz« ostate] or Russels. 
1764 Anderson Grig. Commerce (1787) II. 112 To England, 
Antwerp sent . . linen both fine and coarse, serges, demy 
ostades (qumre if not worsteds?), tapestry. 1882 Caulfeild 
& Saward Diet. Needlework , Demyostage , a description of 
Taminy, or woollen cloth, formerly used in Scotland.] 

Demi-parallel : see Demi- 5. 
tBemi-parceL Obs. [Demt-7.] The half. 

a 159a Greene A Iphonsus (1861) 232 My tongue denies for 
to set forth The demi-parcei of your valiant deeds. 

Demi-pauldron, -pectinate, -pesade, 
-pike: see Demi- 3, 13, 6. 

Demi-piq.il© (de*mi|pz~k), a . (sb.) Also 7 -pick. 
[Demi- 10.] 

A. adj. Of a saddle : * Half- peaked , ; having a 
peak of about half the height of that of the older 
war-saddle. 

B. as sb. A demi-pique saddle. 

1693 Loud. Gaz. No. 3104/4 He had on a Demy-Pick 
Crimson Velvet Saddle. 1761 Earl Pembroke Milit. Equit. 
{17781 9 To he as firm, to work as well, and be quite as much 
at fiis ease [on the bare back] as on any demipique saddle. 
1771 Smollett Humph. Cl. 11815) 3 Send Williams thither, 
with my saddle-horse and the demi pique. 1819 Scott 
Legend Montrose x i, His rider occupied his demipique, or 
war-saddle, with an air that shewed it was his familiar seat. 
1833M. Scott Tom Cringle xv\i. (1859) 450 Two stout ponies 
..ready saddled with old fashioned demipiques and large 
holsters at each of the saddle bows, 

D© *mi-piqixe& (-pfkt), a. Also 8 -peak’d, 
[f, prec. + -ed.J Mprec. A. 

1759 Sterne Tr. Shandy I. x, He was master of a very 
handsome demi-peak’d saddle, quilted on the seat with green 
plush. 1761 Earl Pembroke Milit. Equit. (1778) 17 Nobody 
can be truly said to have a seat, who is not equally firm on 
flat, or demipiqued saddles. 

Demi-placard, -placate, -pommada, -pre- 
misses: see Demi- 3, 6, 12. 

t De:iai-pn*ppet« Obs. [Demi- io.] A half- 
sizecl or dwarf puppet. 

i 5 io Shaks. Temp. v. i. 36 You demy-Puppets, that By 
Moorie-shine doe the greene sowre Ringlets make. 

Demi-quaver, -relief: see Demi- 9, 12, 

Demi-rep (de-mi |iep). Also -rip. [f. Demi- ii 
+ ‘ rep , for reputation mentioned by Swift Polite 
Conversation , Introd. p. li, among ‘some abbre- 
viations exquisitely refined,’ then in current use. 
Cf, also reputable , in common use in 18th c. in 
sense ‘honourable, respectable, decent’, and dis- 
reputable.] A woman whose character is only 
half reputable ; a woman of doubtful reputation 
or suspected chastity. 

1749 Fielding Tom Jones xv. ix, He had yet no knowledge 
of that character which is vulgarly. called a demirep, that is 
to say, a woman that intrigues with. every man she likes, 
under the name and appearance of virtue, .in short, whom 
every body knows to be what no body calls her. 1754 Con- 
noisseur No. 4, An order of females lately sprung up . . 
usually distinguished by the denomination of Demi-Reps; 
a word not to be found in any of our dictionaries, a 1764 
Lloyd Poems, A Tale , Venus. .The greatest demirep above. 
1831 Lytton Godolpk. 57 A coaxing note from some titled 
demirep affecting the De Staei. 1887 A tkenseum 12 Nov. 
631 His heroine' appears . . more of the demirep than has 
been commonly known. 

attrib. 1784 New Spectator XX. 4/1 Adepts in the demi- 
rip language, 1841 E din. Rev. LXXI11. 382 Women of the 
demirep genus, transf. .1863 A. Gilchrist Life IV , Blake 
I. 99 The now dingy demi-rep street. 

Hence Bemire-pclom, the domain or world of 
demi-reps ; the demi-monde. 

1839 Carlyle in Froude Life in London J. vi. xr8, 1 do not 
see well what good I can get by meeting him. much, or Lady 
B, and demirepdom. 

Besxni-reve’tment. Fortif. [a. F. demi-re- 
vHement : see Demi- 5.] A revetment or retaining 
wall for the face of a rampart, which is carried not 
to the top, but only as high as the cover in front 
of it, leaving the rest as an earthen rampart at the 
natural slope. So Bemi-reve-tted ppl. a. {.see 
quot.). • ■ . 

1857 Birch Anc. Pottery I. 106 At Mespila and 

Larissa, the walls were deml-revetted, or faced with stone 
only half way up ; namely about 50 feet from the bottom of 
the ditch. *874 Knight Diet. Meek., Demi-revetment. 


Demisable (di'msi-zaVl), a. [f. Demise v. + 
-able.] Capable of being demised, 

1657 Sir H. Grimstone in Crake Reports X. 499 The land 
. .was. .copyhold land, and demisable in fee. 1767 Black- 
stone Comm. II. 97 That they have been demised, or de- 
misable, by copy of court roll immemorially. 18x8 Cruise 
Digest (ed. 2) IV. 206 It was contended that the manor and 
fishery were not demisable under the power, as no rent was 
then paid for them. 

t Bemi'saL Obs. [f. Demise vl\ What is 
demised : = Demise i b. 

1709 Brit. Apollo II. No. 53.3/2 He only got a Broken 
Pate, Turn’d out to Grass from all Demisals. Ibid. No. 
56 3/1 Or on the Sex spent your Demisals, And therefore 
seek to make Reprisals. 

il De*mi-sailg, Law . [Fr.] Half-blood. 

[1575-1708 Termes de la Ley (as Anglo-French) Halfe 
bloode. Demy sancke ou sangue.] 1797-1820 Tomlins 
Laws Diet. Demy-sungue , half-blood [as ini brothers of the 
half-blood, because they had not both one father and mother. 
1833 Crabbe Techn. Diet. 

Bemi-sap* Fortif. [Demi- 5.] A Sap, or 
trench of approach, with a single parapet. 

1706 Lond. Gaz, No. 4251/2 We began the Demi-Saps on 
the Right and Left, 1708 Ibid. No. 4467/3 A Demy-Sap 
was begun from the Right of the Attack on the Right. 

Demis© (diinorzb sb. [app. of Anglo-Fr. 
origin : demise or desmise is not recorded in OF., 
but is regularly formed as tliefem. sb. from pa. pple. 
of desmettre , dimettre , to send away, dismiss, rejl. 
to resign, abdicate : cf. F. mise t remise. In Eng- 
lish, the prefix being identical with L, de- t there 
is a manifest tendency to treat it as De- I. 1, as if 
to ‘ hand down 9 or ‘ lay down’ were the notion.] 

1 . Law. Conveyance or transfer of an estate by 
will or lease. 

1509-10 Act 1 Hen. VII 7 , c. 18 § 2 All Dymyses, Leses, 
releses. .made, .by her or to her. 1587 Lady Stafford in 
Collect. (Oxf. Hist. Soc.) I. 210 Nor [shall] any hinderaunce 
growe to theim by this demize. . 2638 Sanderson Serin II. 
94 In a demise a man parteth with more of his interest ; he 
transmitteth together with the possession, the use also or 
fruit of the thing letten or demised. 1817 W. Selwyn Law 
Nisi Prius ied. 4) II. 1120 Plaintiff held by virtue of a de- 
mise. 1876 Digby Real Prop. v. § 1. 206 The proper mode 
of granting an estate for years at common law is by words 
ofdemi.se followed by the entry of the lessee. 

t b. The estate demised. Obs. rare. 

a 1660 Hammond Wks. I. 725 (R.), I conceive it ridiculous 
to make the condition of an indenture something that is 
necessarily annext to the possession of the demise. 

2 . Transference or devolution of sovereignty, as 
by the death or deposition of the sovereign ; usually 
in phr. demise of the crown. 

[1547 Act t Edw. VI, c. 7 Preamb., Which Actions, .by the 
Death or Demise of the Kings of this Realm have been dis- 
continued. x66o Bond Scut. Reg. 58 The King hath a per- 
petual succession, and never dyeth ; For in Law it is called 
the demise of the King, and there is no Inter-regnum.] 1689 
Evelyn Mem. (1857) IL 299 That King James .. had by 
demise abdicated himself and wholly vacated his right. 
17x4 Swift Present State of Affairs, The regents appointed 
by parliament upon the demise of the crown. 1765 Black- 
stone Comm. I. 249 When Edward the Fourth .. was 
driven from his throne for a few months . . this temporary 
transfer of his dignity was denominated his demise. 1848 
Macaulay Hist. Eng. T. 534 The unexpected demise of the 
crown changed the whole aspect of affairs. 1857 Sir J. F. 
W. Herschel Essays 615 Demise of the chair. 

3 . Transferred to the death or decease which 
occasions the demise of an estate, etc. ; hence, 
popularly, = Decease, death. 

1754 Richardson Grandison (1781) I. is. 7 Her father’s con- 
siderable estate, on his demise.. went with the name. 1799 
Med. Jrnl. 1 . 206 We lament the early demise of this favourite 
friend of science. 1846 M c Cui.loch A cc. Brit. Empire ( 1854) 
I. 417 To trace their lives from the moment of their birth, 
marking the exact period of the demise of each individual. 
2878 Gladstone Print. Homer 43 The Odyssey does not 
bring us to the demise of Odusseus. 

fig. 1839 Times 13 May, After the ostensible demise of 
the outward cabinet. x86o T. L. Peacock Wks. (18751 III. 
473 The demise of that periodical prevented the publication. 

Demis© (diinsrz), v. [fi Demise sb . J 

1 . Law. (trans.) To give, grant, convey, or trans- 
fer (an estate) by will or by lease. 

1480 Bury lVills‘(i?>5o ] . 64 By oure chartre beryng the date 
of thees presentes have dimised, assigned, deliuered . . to 
Henri Hardman clerk, William Duffeld, .the forseid maner. 
1495 Act xt Hen. VII, c. 61 § 1 To Iette and demyse fermes 
ther for the terme of vij yere and undir. 1587 Lady Staf- 
ford in Collect. (Oxf. Hist. Soc.) I. 208 Woods , . to be 
demized to a yong man. x 65 x J. Stephens Procurations 38 
Afterwards Q. Eliz. . . did demise the said Commandery 
and Rectory to Dr. Forth. 1733 N eal Hist. Pnrit. II. 7 
For demising away the Impropriations annexed to Bishop- 
ricks and Colleges. 1844 Williams Real Prop. (1877) 445 
This word demise operates as an absolute covenant for the 
quiet enjoyment of the lands by the lessee. 

b. To convey or transfer (a title or dignity) ; esp . 
said of the transmission of sovereignty, as by the 
abdication or death of the sovereign. 

1670 Cotton Espemon 1. 1. 37 His Majesty would have 
given them in Sovereignty, and have demis d to him the 
Title of the Crown. 1765 Blackstone Comm. I. 249 When 
we say the demise of the crown, we mean only that .. the 
kingdom is transferred or demised to his successor. 1892 
G. B. Smith Hist. Eng. Parlt. II. ix. ii. 20 He therefore 
recommended the Convention to declare that James II had 
voluntarily demised the crown. 

c. intr. To pass by bequest or inheritance. 

1823 Greville Mem. (1874) I. 64 Now arose a difficulty— 


DEMISSION. 

whether the property of the late King demised to the King 
or to the Crown. 

■f 2 . gen. To convey, transmit ; to ‘ lease'. Obs. 
1594 Shaks. Rich. Ill, iv. iv. 247 What Honour, Canst 
thou demise to any childe of mine ? a x66o Hammond Wks. 
IV. xiv, iR.j, Upon which condition his reasonable soul is at 
his own conception demised to him. 

+ 3 . To let go ; to dismiss. Obs. 

ax 54X Wvatt Defence Wks. (x86x) p. xxxiv, [What] the 
King and his Council thought in this matter when they de- 
mised Mason at his first examination, and for the small weight 
there was either against him or me. 1542 Udall Erasm. 
Apoph. xgx a, The Thebanes he demised and let go at their 
libertee. cx6to-x$ Lives Women Saints 141 That wearie 
bones may be refreshed, And wasted mindes redressed, And 
griefe demisd that it oppressed. 

4 . intr. To resign the crown ; to die, decease, rare. 

1727 A. Hamilton New Acc. E. Ind.l. x. 103 When Shaw 

Abbas demised, his Son Shaw Tomas succeeded him. 1733 
Cowfer Lett. 31 May, The Kings, .must go on demising to 
the end of the chapter. 

Hence DemVaed ppl a., Demrsing vbl. sb. 

1547 in Vicary's Ana r . (1888) App. iii. 131 The orderinge, 
bestowinge, selHnge, dymysyng . . of the late parishe 
churches. 1587 R. Hovenden in Collect . (Oxf. Hist. Soc.) 
I. 21 x The demising of Alsolne Golledg Woodes. x68a Enq. 
Elect. Sheriffs 33 It is plainly implyed in the Demised and 
Confirmed things and customs. 1876 Digby Real Prop. §1. 
380 To pay the rent or to repair the demised premises. 

Be*mi-Sea‘S 032 9 Cl. [ad. F. demi-saison (also 
in Eng. use), as in robe de demi-saison, a dress in- 
termediate between a winter and a summer dress.] 
Of costume : Of a style intermediate between that 
of the past and that of the coming season. 

[1769 in Jesse G. Selwyn <$* Contemps. II. (1882) 380 
(Stanf ), I. .wish to know . . if it is to be a demi saison or 
a winter velvet. 1883 Daily Tel. xS Jan. 2 (ibid.), The 
demi-saison costume.] 1890 Daily News 24 Mar. 6/1 The 
demi-season cape that is most largely worn. 1892 Ibid. 15 
Oct. 7/3 Bonnets, .are still demi-season in style. 

Demi-semi (de*mi|?e*mi), a. [f. Demi- 15 + 
Semi- half : prob. taken from demisemi quaver : 
see next.] lit . Half-half, i.e. quarter ; but usually 
a contemptuous diminutive. 

1805 W. Taylor in Ann. Rev. Ill, 312 The demi-semi 
statesmen of the present age. 1842 Miall in Nonconf. II. 
409 Denu-semi-sacramentarianlsm. 1874 Helps Soc. Press . 
vii. (1875) 98 Half men, * demi-semi ’ men, were, .of no use. 

Demis emiquaver (de-mi|se*mi|kw^*:voi). 
Music. [Demi- 9.] A note of half the value of 
a semiquaver ; the symbol for this note, resembling 
a quaver, but with three hooks instead of one. Also 
attrib as in demi semiquaver rest. 

1706 Phillips (ed. Kersey^, Demi -semi -quaver, the least 
N ote in Musick. 1822 T. L. Peacock Maid Marian (1837) 
176 The song of the choristers died away in a shake of 
demisemiquavers. 1848 Rimbault First Bk. Piano 55 The 
Demisemiquaver Rest has three crooks turning to the left. 
Demi-se*mitone- Music, rare. [Demi- 9.] 
Half a semitone ; a quarter-tone. 

x866 Engel Nat. Mus. ii. 27 Councillor Tilesius informs 
us that the natives of Nukahiva .. distinctly intone demi- 
semitones (quarter- tones) in their vocal performances. 

Demi-slieatli (de-mhJT])'* LLntom . [Cf. Demi- 
3.] A half-sheath ; i.e. one of the two channelled 
organs of which the tubular sheaths, covering the 
ovipositors or stings of insects, are composed. 
Demi-spliere, a hemisphere : see Demi- io. 
Demiss (di'mrs), a. [ad. L. demiss^us let 
down, lowered, sunken, downcast, lowly' pa. pple. 
of demittere to Demit. Cf. It. demisso ‘ demisse, 
base, submisse, faint * Florio, F. demis out of joint, 
OF. desmis , also ‘submitted, humble, submissiue * 
(Cotgr.).] 

fl. Submissive, humble, lowly; also in bad sense, 
Abject, base. Obs. or arch. 

1572s J. Jones Bathes of Bath n. xoa. So demisse of 
nature. ts8x Savile Tacitus' Hist. i. Iii. (1591) 30 Among 
the seuerer sort VitelHus was thought base and demisse. 
1596 Spenser Hymns Heavenly Loz/e 136 He downe de- 
scended, like a most demisse And abiect thrall. 16 xa R. 
Sheldon Serm. St. Martin's 9 Spoken vnder correction of 
faith, and with demisse reuerence. 1649 Jer. Taylor Gt. 
Exemp. Ad Sec. xv. § 6 Sullen gestures or demiss be- 
haviour. [x888 cf. Demissness,] 

'f 2 . lit. Hanging down. Obs. 

a 1693 Urquiiart Rabelais m. xxviii. 237. 

+ 3 . Of the head or countenance ; Hanging down, 
cast down, downcast. Obs. 

1586 Bright Melanch. xx. 121 Countenance demisse, and 
hanging downe, 1634 Pf.acham Gentl. Exerc. 1. vii. 23 
Giving him a demisse and lowly countenance. 

’t’ 4 * Of sound : Subdued, low. Obs. rare. 

1646 Gaule Cases Consc. 129 A demisse hollow muttering. 

5 . Bot. Depressed, flattened. 

Demission 1 (d/mrjbn). [ad. L. demissidn-em, 

n. of action from demittere : see Demiss, Demit 1 .] 
1 . Abasement, lowering, degradation. Now rare, 
a 1638 Mede Disc.flatt. xi. 29 Wks, (1672) t. 158 Adored 
with the lowest demission of mind. 1691-8 Norris Pract. 
Disc , 171 This Demission ofthe Soul. [1883 American VI. 
214 Their omission or their demission to a lower rank.] 
f 2 . Dejection, depression, lowering of spirits or 
vitality. Obs. 

x6$6 Blount Glossogr., Demission , an abasement, faint- 
ness, abating. 1678 Norris Coll. M isc. 1699) 141 Heaviness 
and demission of Spirit. 17x9 Wodrow Corr. (1843; II. 451 
Temptations to demission. 
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• f S. lit. Lowering, putting or bending down, 

1708 Brit. Apollo No. 73. a'i A .. Demission of his Leg 1 . 
1741 ‘Betterton' En°. Stage v. 65 The Demission 01* 
hanging down of the Head. 

Bemrssion A [a. F. demission in OF. nfer- 
mission, ‘ a demission, deposition, resignation, dis- 
mission, forgoing' (Cotgr.), n. of action from OF. 
desmetre, answering to late L. *dismissia i for di- 
missio, whence the equivalents Dimission, Dis- 
MrssiON. From the identity of the prefix with L. 
de- t there is a tendency in English to take the literal 
sense as 4 laying down’ (De- i).] 

I. The action of putting away or letting go from 
oneself, giving up, or laying down (esfi. a dignity 
or office) ; resignation, relinquishment, abdication. 

1577 87 Holinsbrd Chron. 11 . 391/1 Concerning the 
queenes demission of hir cvowne, and resignation thereof 
made to hir sonne king James the^sixt. Ibid. III. 504/2, 
I shall neuer repugne to this resignation, demission or 
yeelding vp. 16. . R. L’ Estrange (J.l, Inexorable rigour is 
worse than a lasche demission of sovereign authority. 1736 
Carte Ormonde II. 539 Apply to his Majesty for a demis- 
sion of his charge. 1835 Milman Lat. Chr. (1864) VI, xr. 
vt. 466 That the Cardinals were at liberty to receive that 
voluntary demission of the popedom. 

T b. fig. Relinquishment of life; death. Ohs . 
1735 Thomson Liberty in. 458 And on the bed of peace 
his ashes laid ; A grace which I to his demission gave, 
f 2. lit. Letting down. Ohs. 
a 1664 F. Hicks in Jasper Mayne tr. Lite an it. 305 Being 
King of the Gods, and able, by the demission of a coard, to 
draw up earth, and sea. 

. 3. Sending away, dismission, rare . 

i8n Chron.. in Ann. Reg. 428 No particular period is 
fixed for a demission. 3824 Lady Granville Letters (1894) 
L 296 Chateaubriand’s demission was . . sudden and un- 
expected. 

t 4. ? Order for release. Ohs. 

1554 Ckurckw. Acc. Vat ton (Somerset Rec. Soc.) 166 The 
demyssyons of y ! corte for y ’ men that where putt in there. 

Bemi-ssioaiary, a. 1 rare [See Demis- 
sion 1 and -ary.] * Tending to lower, depress, or 
degrade 1 (Webster 1864 ). 

Bemi'ssionary, ad rare-*. [See Demis- 
sion^ and -ary. Cf. F. iUmissionnairel) Pertaining 
to the transfer or conveyance of an estate. 

1-864 in Webster. 

Bemi'ssionize, v. [De- II. i.] irans. To 
(deprive of its character as a mission. 

1883 5 "/. James* s Getz. 19 Apr. 3 To prevent them from fall- 
ing into foreign hands and becoming de-missionized. 

f Demi'ssive, a. Ohs. [f. L. demiss - » ppl 
stem of dimittere (Demit vX) -f -ive.] Downcast ; 
humble, submissive ; * Demiss i, 3 . Hence 
Bemrssively adv. 

1622 Relat. Mogul's Kingd. in Bari. Misc. (1808) I. 259 
But Sir Thomas Roe., would not so much derogate from his 
place, to abase himself sodemissively. 1630 Lord Banians 
72 They pray with demissive eyelids. ^1763 Shenstone 
Essays, A Vision, Wks. 1764 II, 121 The subjects, very 
orderly, repentant, and demissive. 

f Demi'ssly, adv. Ohs . [f. Demiss a. + *ly 2 .] 
Submissively, humbly; abjectly, basely. 

1598 Florto, Remissamente, demislie, remislie, basely, 
cowardly. 1617 Hieron Wks. II. 390 To thinke so demissely 
and vnworthily of it selfe. 1610 Holland Camden's Brit, 
it. 339 He most demisely beseecheth . , he might now bane 
experience of her merciful lenity. 

t Demi’ssness. Ohs. or arch. [f. as prec. 
+ -ness.] Dejectedness, submissiveness, humility, 
abased manner. 

1603 Florxo Montaigne 147 Cato . . blamed them for their 
demissnesse. 1649 Bulwer Pathomyof 11. v. 168 Exhibiting 
an humble reverence, with a sweet demisseness. 1888 Bryce 
A titer. Commw. III. IxxxviL 161 A kind of independence 
of manner . . very different from the demissness of the hum- 
bler classes of the Old World. 

f Demi* ssory, a. Ohs. Variant of Dimissqry ; 
cf. Demit v~ 

a 1631 Donne Ignat. Concl. (1635) 115 Accompany them 
with Certificates, and Demissory letters. 1708 J. Chamber- 
i.ayne St. Gt. Brit. 1. in. i. (1743)143 He must have Letters 
Demissory from the Bishop. 

Demi- suit ; see Demi- 3. 

Demit (dfmi't), vX [ad. L. dimittere to send, 
put, or let down, to cast down, lower, sink, f. De- 
I. 1 + mittere to send, etc. Cf. OF. demetre in same 
sense.] ■< 

- 1. irans. To send, put, or let clown ; to cause to 
descend ; to lower. 

3646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. irr. xxv, If they decline 
their necke to the ground, they presently demit and let fall 
the same [their train]. . 1762 Falconer Shipwr. 1. 226 These 
goon demitted stay-sails next ascend. 1885 R. W. Dixon 
Nisi. Ch. Eng, HI. 442 This bill seems not to have been 
Remitted by the peers. 

fig. To bring down, lower; to let down, 
humble, abase. Ohs. 

x6xx W. Sclatkr Key (1629) 64 To whose capacitie though 
it haue pleased the Lord to demit himself [etc.], a 1619 
Fotherby Atheom. Pref. (1622) 38 The highest points, 
which I haue carefully indeauoured to stoop and demitte, 
euen to the capacitie of the very lowest. 1656 Jeanes 
Mixt. Sekol. Div. 103 By taking on him the nature of man 
. . he demitted, or humbled himselfe. 1688 Norris Theory 
Latte X73 When she, being Heaven-born, demits her noble 
self to such earthly drudgery. 


f S. ? To laydown as a supposition ; to suppose. 
3556 J. Heywood Spider 4 F. xlii. 29 Let vs here_ demit : 
one spider and ten flise All lyke honest : who seeing two 
sew at law, [etc.]. 

Bewii't, vd [ad. F .dimett-re, in OF. desmet-re , 
desmelt-re , f. des-, de - L. dis- -f meftre to send, 
put, etc. : taking the place of L. dimittere to send 
away, dismiss, release, put away, let go, Jay down 
(office), renounce, forsake, etc. ; cf. Dismiss and 
Dimit. Chiefly used by Scottish writers.] 

1. irans. To let go, send away, dismiss, arch. 
1529 Frith Ep. Chr. Rdr. Wks. (T829I 473 That they, .be 
compelled (as Pharaoh was) to demit thy chosen children. 
1582-8 Hist. J nines VI 11804* 168 Thairefter he demittit 
thame frielie to pas quhair they list. 1649 Bp. Guthrie 
Mem. (vjotXxx Mr. John was demitted, and Balmiranoch 
sent Prisoner to the Castle of Edinburgh. 1690 J. Mac- 
kenzie Siege London Derry 47/1 Walker [was] demitted, 
and Hamil reduced. rSzp Carlyle Misc. *1857* II. 33 Poor 
Longchamp, demitted, or rather dismissed from Voltaire’s 
service. 

•f b. fig. To send away, remit, refer. Ohs. 

1646 S. Bolton Arraignm. Err. 123 To the Scriptures 
doth God demit and send us for the tryall of opinions. 

■f 2. To put away, part with, let go. Ohs. 

1563 WinJet Four Scoir Thre Quest. Wks. 1888 I. 109 
He gems ane expres command to the innocent woman de- 
mittand hir husband, to remain vnmariit or to be reconcilit 
to hir husband \inarg. 1 Cor. 7]. 1678 R. Barclay Apol. 

QuaJiers ii. § 10. 45 These, though they^ cease not to call 
upon God, do nevertheless demit the Spirit. 

3. To let go, resign, give up, lay down (an office 
or dignity); to abdicate. 

1567 in Balfour Prac ticks (1754'* 6 We [Mary Stewart] . . 
haue renuncit and demittit . . the gydiug and gouerning of 
this our realme of Scotland. C1610 SirJ. M elvil Mem. 
(1735) 183 The Queen’s Majesty had demitted the Govern- 
ment. 1678 Trans. Crt. Spain 26 [He] willingly demits 
his charge of President of Castile. 1798 Da llas A liter. Law 
Rep. 1 . 107 We will . .not demit any part of her sovereignty. 
1855 Neil Boyds Zion's Flowers Introd. 36 His cousin, .had 
demitted the Principalship of the University. 1876 Grant 
Burgh Sch. Scott, 361 An Office which he demitted in 
3606. 

b. ahsol. To give up office ; to resign. 

3719 Wodrovy Coir. (3843* II. 451 Greatly tempted to 
demit. 1838 Scott Roh R oy ix, I advise him to get another 
clerk, that’s all, for 1 shall certainly demit. 18S5 Carlyle 
Fredk. Gt. VI. xvi. ix. 238 La Mettrie had to demit ; to get 
out of France rather in a hurry. 1 88a Daily Tel. 30 Nov., 
But the Ritualists will neither submit nor demit. 
f4. To convey by lease, demise. Ohs. 

1774 Petit, in A. McKay Hist. Kilmarnock App. iii. 304 
In feu-farm let and demitted. 
f 5. To send out. Ohs. 

[Perhaps belongs to Demit from De* I. ,2.3 

x6yz Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. in. xvi. (ed. 6 x6i\ This. . 
is rather generated in the head, and perhaps demitted and 
sent from thence by salival conducts and passages. 3756 
P. Browne Jamaica xgr The rib . . tapers from the base to 
the top - . demitting irs connected ribs or foliage equally on 
both sides. 

Be*mi-tint. Painting. ? Ohs. [Demi- ii.] 
A half tint; a tint intermediate between the ex- 
treme lights and strong shades of a painting ; 
applied also to broken tints or tertiary colour- 
shades. 

3753 G ray* s- 7 n it Jrnl. No. 59 The Touch, which so skil- 
fully blends different Colours. , is called by the Painters the 
Demi-tint. _ 1798 Trans. Soc. Encourag. Arts XVI. 287 
Those demi-tints which conduce so . much to the brilliancy 
of a picture, c 1811 Fuseli Led Art v. (1848 > 467 He 
does not sufficiently connect with breadth of demi-tint the 
two extremes of his masses. 3824 Blackzu. Hag. XV. 146 
They have none of the demi-tints to study. 

Hence De*mi-tinted a. 

Examiner 357/1 Cream-coloured and demi-tinted city 
and mid-distance. 

Demi- toilet: see Demi- 12. 

Be •Uli-tone. ? Ohs. [Demi- 9, 11 : cf. Fr. demi- 
ton .] a. Painting. « Demi-tint. b. Music. ~ 
Semitone. 

1812 R. H. in Examiner 4 May 283/1 The yellowish grey 
demi-tone which covers the trees across the middle of the 
canvass. 1828 in Webster. 

+ Be*mitune. Ohs . = Demi-tone b. 

1598 Florio Semi t ono, a demitune, or halfe note in 
musicke. 

Bemiurge (de*mi»jd^ t dr mi-), [mod. ad. Gr. 
dr]fj.tovpy-6s ^Latinized demiurgus ), lit. public or 
skilled worker, f. Syfjuos of the people, public + 
-CP 70 S, -working, worker : cf. F. demiurge. The 
Gr. and Lat forms demiurgos, -urgus (dJmi-, 
demi 1 p igv s) , were in earlier use. (So in 1 6 th c. F. 
demiourgon, Rabelais.)] 

1. A name for the Maker or Creator of the world, 
in the Platonic philosophy; in certain later systems, 
as the Gnostic, conceived as a being subordinate 
to the Supreme Being, and sometimes as the author 
of evil. 

1678 Cudworth Intell Syst. 259 Zeus . . in Plato . . some- 
times . . is taken for the Demiurgus or Opificer of the World, 
as in Cratylus. 1793 T. Taylor Plato, Introd. to Timmts 
402 By the demiurgus and father of the world we must 
understand Jupiter. 1840 Brown mo Bordello v. 400 ‘Better/ 
say you, ‘ merge At once all workmen in the demiurge.’ 3867 
J. H. Stirling tr. Schwegler s Hist. Philos, (ed. 8v 83 
{Plato) Demiurgus, by model of the eternal ideas, has 
fashioned it [the world] in perfection. 3873 Whitney Orient. 


demobilize. 

stud. 04 The Hindu supreme God is .. separated by a whole 
series of demiurges from all care of the universe. 1882 
Farrar Early Chr. 1 L 356 The Manichees subsequently 
argued, that there were two Gods— one the supreme and 
illimitable Deity., the other a limited and imperiect De- 
miurge, ... 

2 . Gr. Hist. The title of a magistrate in certain 
ancient Greek states, and in the Acbman League. 

[1600 Holland Livy xxxii. 823 <Stanf.) ?> He was a de- 
miurgus.] 1844 Thiriavall Greece VIII. Ixi. 102 The num- 
ber cf the demiurges seems. , to have been limited to ten. 

treats/. 1885 Sir H. Taylor A utobiog. II 39 Such pres- 
sures of official work . . had become frequent since the 
retirement of the Demiurge, James Stephen. 

Hence \nonce-wds.) Beimirrgfeotis a., of the 
nature of a demiurge ; Demin rgism, the doctrine 
of a demiurge ; Demiu *r gits-sMp . 

1882 Stevenson Familiar Studies Pref. 15 Our demiurge- 
ous Mrs. Grundy smiles apologetically on its victims. 1880 
A. Gray Lett. (1893) 695, I am amused at Professor. . .’s 
substitution of demiurgism for evolution. 1886 in Century 
Mag. XXXII. 1x6 The prowling theosophies and demiur- 
gisms that swarm in from the limbo of unreason. 1843 
Carlyle Past $ fr. iv. vim (1872) 253 Unheard-of De- 
miurgus-ships, Priesthoods, aristocracies. 

Demiurgic (demii^ idijik, d 7 ~), a. [ad. Gr. 
Srjfitovpyuc-^s, f. Sgfuovpyos : see -K?.] Of or per- 
taining to the Demiurge or his work ; creative. 

1678 ''Cudworth Intel ll Syst. 306 Amelias .. supposeth 
these three Minds and Demiurgick Principles of his to be 
both the same with Plato’s ‘ Three Kings ’ and with Orpheus 
his * Trinity*. 3793 T. Taylor Plato, Introd. to ‘J imams 
370 He places over the universe a demiurgic intellect and 
an intelligible cause. 1819 G. S. Faber Dispens. (xS23» I. 
63 Adam will have been created in the course of the sixth 
demiurgic day. 1869 Farrar Fain. Speech i. (1873) 1 1 That 
the creation was the result of a fiat articulately spoken by 
the demiurgic voice. 1879 J* J* Yovxg Ceram, A rt 86 The 
scarabasus was the emblem of the demiurgic god Phtha. 

t Bemiu rgical, a. Ohs . prec. 

1603 Bp. W. Barlow Defence 92 The demiurgical or in- 
strumental! meanes, the word of God read or preached. 1653 
H. More Conject. Cabbal. 1x713* 372' These two Principles 
. . the one Active or Demiurgical, the other Passive or 
Material. 1678 Cudworth Intell. Syst. 306 It is one and 
the same demiurgical Jupiter that is praised both by Orpheus 
and Plato. 1792 T. Taylor tr. Comment. Proclus I. 58 
Demiurgical medicine. 

Hence Demiurrg’ically adv. 
x8i6 G. S. Faber Orig. Pagan Idol. III. 67 He demiurgi- 
cally renews the whole appearance of nature, 1851 — M any 
Mansions (1862 ) 102 God acted demiurgically through the 
intervention of a Material Body. 

Demiurgos, -us : see Demiurge. 
Demi-vambrace : see Demi- 3. 

Bemi-vill, Cans tit. Hist. rare. [AF. demie 
vile half town or vilL] A half-vill or # town 9 ; 
the half of a vill (when this was divided between 
two lords) as a political unit. 

The Anglo-French word occurs frequently in the Statute 
cited, but in the Record ed. is translated half-town. 

c 3300 Stat. Exeter t? 14 Edw. IrStat, L 2x0 Les nuns de 
totes les viles, demie viles, e hamelez, ke sunt en son Wap’, 
Hundred e Franchise [transl. The names of all the Towns, 
Half-towns, and H amlets, within his Wapentake, etc.]. 1765 
Rlackstone Comm. 1. Inirod. iv. in The statute of Exeter, 
which makes frequent mention of entire vills, demi-vills, and 
hamlets. 

Demi-vol : see Demi- i. 

Bend-volte (de-miiy^lt). Manage. [Demi- 6.] 
One of the seven artificial motions of a horse ; 
a half- turn made with the fore legs' raised. 

a 1648 Ld. Herbert Life 1x886) 74 Having a horse that 
was excellent in performing the demivolte. 1808 Scott 
Mann. iv. xxx, And making demi-vol te in air. 1884 E. L. 
Anderson Mod. Horsemanship n. xii, xai 'i'he horse may 
be made to traverse in lines and demi-voltes to the left. 

+ Be ’mi-vow el. Ohs. rare . A semi-vowel 

i6n Florio, Seminocale , a demie vowell. 

Demi- wolf: see Demi- ii. 

Be*mi-wo:rld. nonce-wd. « Demi-monde. 

3862 Times 3 Sept. 5/5 The bye-world . . which the French 
call the demi-monde . . The demi- world or bye-world is an 
alluring theme. 

Demi-wosted: see Demi-ostade. 
t Bemi’xture. Ohs. [f. De- I. 5 + Mix- 
TUiiE.J Mixture of things which are themselves 
formed by mixture : cf. Decomposition I, Decom- 
pound. 

1697 J.. Sergeant Solid Philos, 337' The Intermediate 
'Colours 'are made by the Mixture and Demixture, of those 
Extreams. 

Demme, obs. form of Dim v. 

Dem-me, demmy, denm : see Dem vf 
Demmyt, obs. f. dammed : see Dem v. l 
Demobilize (dfmjtrbibiz), v. [De- II. r.] 
tram. To reduce from a mobilized condition ; to 
disband (forces'! so as to make them not liable to 
be moved in military service. 

x88a Standard 23 Oct. 5/3 .It has been decided to de- 
mobilise those Reserve men. 1892 Times 15 Aug, 6/1 The 
mobilized ships having first been inspected, will return to 
their respective ports and he demobilized forthwith. 

Hence J>emo-biliza*tiow, the action of demobiliz- 
ing, reduction of forces to a peace footing. 

xSSS Spectator 14 Apr. 397/2 Austria has' demanded the 
de-mobilization of the Prussian army. *885 Manch. Exam. 
26 Aug," 5/4 An order . , for the demobilisation' of the First- 
class Araiy Reserve. . 


DEMOCRACY. 

Democracy (dAnp-krasi). Forms : 6-7 de- 
mocracie, 6-7 (9) -cratie, 7 (9) -eraty, 7- -eracy. 
[a. F . democratic (-s*) , (Oresme 14th c.), a. med. 
L. democratic 1 (in 13th c. L. transl. of Aristotle, 
attrib. to William of Moerbeke), a. Gr. dtjfxoKparla 
popular government, ' f. dypos the commons, the 
people + - Kpana in comb. - icparos rule, swa)', 
authority. The latinized form is frequent in early 
writers, and democratic, - craiy , in 1 6- 17th c.] 

1 . Government by the people ; that form of go- 
vernment in which the sovereign power resides in 
the people as a whole, and is exercised cither 
directly by them (as in the small republics of anti- 
quity) or by officers elected by them. In mod. use 
often more vaguely denoting a social state in which 
all have equal rights, without hereditary or arbitrary 
differences of rank 6r privilege. 

[1531 Elyot Gov. l ii, An other publique weale was amonge 
the Atheniensis, where equalitie was of astate amonge the 
people . . This maner of gouernaunce was called in greke 
Democratic, in latine, Popular is patentia , in engUsshe the 
rule of the .comminaltie,] 1576 Fleming Panopl. Epist. 198 
Democracie, when the multitude have governement. 1586 
T. B. La Primand. Fr. Acad. 549 Democratic, where free 
and poore men being the greater number, are lords of the 
estate. 1628 Wither Brit. Rememb. 267 Were I in Switzer- 
land I would maintaine Democrity. 1664 H. More Myst. 
Iniq. 514 Presbytery verges nearer toward Populacy or De- 
mocracy. 1821 Byron Diary May {Ravenna), What is . . 
democracy?— an aristocracy of blackguards. 183d Gen. P. 
Thompson Exerc. (1842) IV. 191 Democracy means the 
community's governing through its representatives for its 
own benefit. 1890 Pall Mall G. 25 N ov. 3/1 ‘ Progress of all 
through all, under the leading of the best and wisest', was 
his [Mazzini's] definition of democracy. 

b. A state or community in which the govern- 
ment is vested in the people as a whole. 

*574 Whitgift Def. A unsw. iii. Wks. (1851) I. 390 In re- 
spect that the people are not secluded, but have their interest 
in church-matters, it is a democrat}’, or a popular estate. 
1607 Topsell Four-f Beasts (16581 97 Democraties do not 
nourish game and pleasures like unto Monarchies. 1614 
Bp. Hall Recoil, treat* yip Nothing .. can bee more dis- 
orderly, then the confusion of your Democracie, or popular 
state. 1671 Milton P. R. iv. 269 Those ancient whose re- 
sistless eloquence Wielded at will that fierce democrat}'. 
1794 S. Williams Vermont 342 In the ancient democracies 
the public business was transacted in the assemblies of the 
people. 1804 S yd. Smith, Mor. Philos, xvi. (1850) 237 In the 
fierce and eventful democraties of Greece and Rome. 1881 
Jowett Thucyd. I. 117 We are called a democracy, for 
the administration is in the hands of the many and not of 
the few. 

°- fis- ... 

1607 Wal kington Opt. Glass 82 Tyrannizing as it were 
over the Democratic of base and vulgar actions, a 1652 
j. Smith Set. Disc. ix. xi, (18211 410 In wicked men there is 
a democracy of wild lusts and passions. 1883 J , M artineau 
Types Eth, Tk. I. 27 All these .. are not left side by 
side as a democracy of real being. 

2 . That class of the people which has no here- 
ditary or special rank or privilege ; the common 
people (in reference to their political power's. 

1827 Hallam Const. Hist. (1876) II. xii. 453 The power of 
the democracy in that age resided chiefly in the corporations. 
1841 Gen. P. Thompson Exerc. (1842) VI. 151 The portion 
of the people whose injury is the most manifest, have got or 
taken the title of the ‘democracy'. For nobody that has 
taken care of himself, is ever, in these days, of the demo- 
cracy. .The political life of the English democracy, may be 
said to date from the 21st of January 1841. 1868 Mill in 
Eng. <|* Ireland Feb., When the democracy of one country 
will join hands with the democracy of another. 

2 . Democratism, rare. 

1836 Miss Mulock J. Halifax 244 It seems that demo- 
cracy is rife in your neighbourhood. 

4 . U. S. politics, a. The principles of the Demo- 
cratic party; b. The members of the Democratic 
party collectively. 

1825 H. Clay Pr.hu Corr. 112, I am [alleged to be] a de- 
serter front democracy. 1848 N. V. Herald 13 June (Bart- 
lett), The election of 1840. .was carried by. . false charges 
against the American democracy. 1868 in G. Rose Gt. 
Country 354 That resolution adopted by the Maine Demo- 
cracy in State Convention at Augusta, 1891 Lowell's Poems , 
JBighnv P., Note 301 One of the leaders of the Northern 
Democracy during the war, and the presidential nominee 
against Lincoln in 1864. 

Demoerasian, var. of Democratian Ohs. 
Democrat (dc*rn0|kroet). Also 8 -crate, [a. 
F. dimocrate <1790 in Hatzf.), formed from demo- 
cratic Democracy, on the model of aristocrats.] . 

1 . An adherent or advocate of democracy ; orig. 
one of the republicans of the French Revolution of 
1790 (opposed to aristocrat). 

1790 Hist. Europe in Ann. Reg. 1x9/2 The democrates 
had already stripped the nobility of all power. 1791 Gibbon 
Misc. Works (18x4) I. 34O' Even our democrats are more 
reasonable or more discreet, a 1794 — ■ A utobiog. Wks. 1 796 
I. 181 The clamour of the triumphant democrates. 1840 
Carlyle Heroes vi. Napoleon, in his first period, was a true 
Democrat. 1851 Helps Comp. Sold. ii. (1874) 15 Too affec- 
tionate a regard for the people to be a democrat, 

2 . U. S. politics. A member of the Democratic 
party': see Democratic 2. f 

1798 Washington -Let. Writ. 3:893 XIV. 105 You could as 
soon scrub the blackamore white as change the principle of 
a profest Democrat. *809 Kendall Trav. III. lx. 5A demo- 
crat is an anti-federalist, 1847 H. Clay Priv. Corr. 544 
He must say whether he is - whig or Democrat. 1888 


183 

Bryce Amer. Commw. II. nr. liii. 333 Dire of these two 
parties carried on, under the name of Democrats, the dogmas 
and traditions of the Jeffersonian Republicans. 

3 . V S. A light four-wheeled cart with several 
seats one behind the other, and usually drawn by 
two horses. ‘ Originally called democratic wagon 
(Western and Middle U.S.)\ Cent. Diet, 

1890 S. J. Duncan Soc. Departure 26 The vehicle was, in the 
language of the county, a ‘democrat', a high four-wheeled 
cart, painted and varnished, with double seats, one behind 
the other. 1894 Auctioneer s Catal. (New York}, Demo- 
crat Wagon in good order. 

4 . attrib . = Democratic, rare. 

1817 Coleridge Biog. Lit. I. x. 1E6 He . . talked of pur- 
pose in a democrat way in order to draw me out. 1890 
Spectator 15 Nov. 676 Whether a Jittle farmer, .is going to 
rule the Democrat Party in America. 

f Beinocra’tian, a. and sb. Obs. Also 7 -Siam, 
[f. med.L. democratia Democracy 4 -an.] 

A. adj. — Democratic. 

1574 J. J ones Nat. Beginning Grow. Things 33 The Demo- 
cratian commen wealth . . is the government of the people ; 
where all their counsel! and aduise is had together in one. 
1803 Sussex Chran. in Spirit Public Jrnls. (1804) VII. 248 
Under the Democratian flag. 

B. sb. - Democrat. 

1658 JL Franck North. Mem. (1821) 36 When Democra- 
sians dagger die Crown. 

Democratic (dem^krartik), a. (sb.) [a. F. 
dimocratique , ad. med.L. democratism, a. Gr, 
Brjpo/cpaTiU'Os, f. piotcparta DEMOCRACY : see 
-xc.] 

1 . Of the nature of, or characterized by, demo- 
cracy; advocating or upholding democracy. 

xfio2 Warner Alb. Eng. x. Ivii. (1612) 25a Aristocratick 
gouernmentnorDemocratick pleas’d. 1790 Mann in L ett. L it. 
Men (Camden) 433 All is in a flame between the Aristocratic 
and Democratic parties [in France]. 5837 Hr. Martineau 
Soc. Amer. III. 255 The most democratic of nations is 
religious at heart. 1874 Green Short If is t.viii. § 5. 508 
No Church constitution has proved in practice so demo- 
cratic as that of Scotland. 

2 . U. S. politics. (With capital D.) Name of the 
political party originally called Anti-Federal and 
afterwards Democratic- Refmbtican, which favours 
strict interpretation of the Constitution with regard 
to the powers of the general government and of 
individual States, and the least possible interference 
with local and individual liberty ; in opposition to 
the party now (since 1854) called Republican 
(formerly called Federate and Whigs), b. Pertain- 
ing to the Democratic party, as ‘ a Democratic 
measure’. 

ci8oo T. Twining Trav. America in 1796 (1894' 51 One 
of the principal members of the opposition, or of the anti- 
federal or democratic party. x8iss in Niles' Register 96 
Harford, Baltimore, Washington and Queen-Anns have re- 
turned 4 Democratic members. .Federal majority [in Mary- 
land House] 32. 1839 W. L. Garrison in Life II. 312 Both 
the Whig and Democratic parties have consulted the wishes 
of abolitionists, i860 Bartlett Diet. A mer . 507. What was 
Whig doctrine in 1830 may be Democratic doctrine in 1850. 
Ibid. 508 The three Democratic presidents, Jackson, Van 
Buren, and Polk. 1888 Bryce Amer. Commw. II. in. liii. 
340 The autonomy of communities . . has been the watch- 
word of the Democratic party. 

f B. sb. = Democrat i . Obs. 

1658-9 Burton's Diary (1828) IV. 232 The democraties of 
our age went upon another principle. x68x G. Vernon Pref, 
to Hey liii s De Jure Paritatis Episc., This argument is 
known too well by our Anti- Episcopal Democraticks. 

Democratic al (dem^krartikal), a. (sb.) [f. 

as prec. 4 -al.] = Democratic 1. 

1589 Hay any Work 26 It is Monarchical!, in regarde of 
our head Christ, Aristocraticall in the Eldership, and 
Democraticall in the people. _ 1608 D. T. Ess. Pol. 4 Mor. 
4 b, Ostracismes practiced in those Democraticall and 
Popular states of elder times, 1686 in Somers Tracts I. in 
The Democratical Man, that is never quiet under any 
Government. 1791 Boswell Johnson 21 Mar. an. 1775 
I abhor his Whiggish democratical notions and propensities. 
1849 Grote Greece ir. lxiv. (18621 V. 501 The levy was in fact 
as democratical and as equalising as.. on that memorable 
occasion. 

fB.^. = Democrat 1. Obs. 

1651 Hobbes Leviatk. n. xxii. 122 Aristocraticalls and 
Democratical Is of old rime in Greece. 1679 — Behemoth 1. 
Wks. VI. 199 The thing which those democraticals chiefly 
then aimed at, was to force the King to call a parliament. 
X714E. Lewis Letter to Swift 6 July, He is m with the 
democraticals. 

Democratically (demtfkrse'tikali), adv. [f. 
prec. 4 -LY In a democratic manner ; according 
to the principles of democracy. 

1603 Holland Plutarch's Liar. 647 They were not sum- 
moned aristocratically, .but invited democratically and after 
a popular manner to Supper. 1791 R. Burke in Bis Corr. 
(1844) III. 300 He is supposed to be very democratically in- 
clined. 1839 Fraser’s Mag. XIX. 149 He talked demo- 
cratically with Lord Stanhope, conservatively with Mr. Pitt. 
1888 Bryce Amer. Commw, 1 . 36 Persons so democratically- 
minded as Madison and Edmund Randolph. 

Democratifiable, a. nonce-wd. [f. *democra- 
tify (f. Democrat 4 -fy) 4 -able.] Capable of 
being converted into a democrat. 

x8i2 Shelley Let in Bowden Life I. 245 , 1 have met with 
no determined Republicans, hut I have found some who are 
democratifiable. 


DEMOGO RGKHST. 

Democratism (dz“m^*kr2et r hzm). [f. Demo- 
crat t -ism.] Democracy as a principle or system. 

1793 Burke Policy of Allies Wks. VII. 138 Between the 
rabble of systems, Fayetteism, Condorcetism, Monarchism, 
or Democratism or Federalism, on the one side, and the 
fundamental laws of France on the other. 1834 Tail's 
Mag. I. 655 The red cap of democratism. 

t Demoxratist. Obs. [f. as prec. 4 -1ST.] 
A partisan of democracy; —Demock at i. 

1790 Burke Fr. Rev. 83. You will smile here at the con- 
sistency of those democratists. 1791 Hist, in Ann. Reg. 213 
By the arts of the democratists they were plunged into 
a civil war of the most horrid kind. 

Democratization (dfm^krateizi^jhn). [f. 

next +- -ATiON.j The action of rendering, or pro- 
cess of becoming, democratic. 

1865 Pall Mall G. 24. Apr. xo The art has not improved 
under this democratization. x8S8 Bryce Amer. Commw . 
II. it. xxxviii. 53 It is a period of the democratization of all 
institutions, a _ democratization, due .. to the influence. . of 
French republican ideas. 

Democratize (dfm^-kratsiz), v. fa. F. dimo- 
craliser, f. dimocrate, - cratie : see -IZE.] 

1. tram. To render democratic ; to give a de- 
mocratic character to. 

1798 W. Taylor in Monthly Rev. XXVII. 583 Not to 
democratize any one of the great continental powers. 1831 
Blackw. Mag. XXX. 398 The tendency of the measure was 
to democratize, .the constitution. x888BRYCE.zDwr. Commw. 
II. ii. xl. 85 The State Government, which is nothing but 
the colonial government developed and somewhat democra- 
tized. ■ 

2 . intr. To Become democratic, (rare.) 

1840 Tail's Mag. VII. 506 The fact that we are democra- 
tising must be evident. 

Hence Demo cratized ppl. a . ; Demo* cratizing* 
vbl. sb. and ppl. a. ; Democratize!-, one who de- 
mocratizes. 

1859 Sat. Rev. 326/2 The democratizing of the House of 
Commons. 1882 Pall Mall G. 6 Oct. 3 A new and democra- 
tized Reform Club. x£88 Bryce A mer. Commw. II. 11. xlii. 
X13 The democratizing constitution of 1846. 1893 Nation 

21 Sept. 207/3 Nothing more democratic and democratizing 
.. has ever emanated even from the Tories in the days of 
their greatest distress. 

Demoeraty, early variant of Democracy. 
Democritean (dfmpdtritran), a. [f, L. De- 
rnocrite-us (or -ms, Gr. Ayfioicpiret-os) of or per- 
taining to Democritus 4 -an.] Of, pertaining to, or 
after the style of Democritus, a Greek philosopher 
of the 5th century B.C. (known as ‘the laughing 
philosopher ’), or of his atomistic or other theories. 

So f Demo’crital a., Democratic a. [L. Demo- 
critic -us\ + Bemocritish a., in same sense; 
T Democri’tical a., after the style or theories oi De- 
mocritus; D. stories ( fabulee Democriticae), incredi- 
ble stories of Natural History; f Bemo'cxitism, 
the practice of Democritus in laughing at every- 
thing. 

a 1617 Bayne Diocesans Try all (.621) 80 As all but 
Morelius and such Democruall spirits doe affirme, 1650 
Bulwer Antkropomet. Ep. Ded./i'o summon Democritical 
Atonies to conglobate into an intellectual Form. 1636 
Blount Glossogr., Democritick, mocking, jeering, laughing 
at every thing. x668 H. More Div. Dial. 1. xxvi, 11713) 53 
The Existence of the ancient Democritish Vacuum. 1672 
Sir T. Browne Lett. Friend xx iv. n88i‘ 143 His sober con- 
tempt of the world wrought no Democritism or Cynicism, 
no laughing or snarling at it. 1678 Cudworth Intell. Syst. 
Pref., The Democritick Fate, is nothing but The Material 
Necessity of all things without a God. 1725 Bailey Erasm. 
Colloq. (1877) 394 (b.) Not to mention democritical stories, 
do we not find . that there is a mighty disagreement between 
an oak and an olive-tree? 1845 Maurice Mor. <$- Met. Philos. 
in Encycl. Metrop. 11. 627/x The Democritic concourse of 
atoms. 1855 Milman Lat. Chr. (18641 IX. xiv. iii 137 The 
Democritean notions of actual images which., pass from the 
object to the sense. 1888 J. Maktineau Study Relig, L it. 
i. 2x4 A physiologist so Democritean as Haeckel. 

BemcrdecL, ppl. a- [f. F. demodi, pa. pple. of 
dimoder to put out of fashion (f. De- I. 6 + mode 
fashion) 4 -ed.] That has gone out of fashion. 

1887 Temple Bar Mag. Mar. 436 Despite its demoded 
raging Romanticism. 1891 Sat. Rev. 17 Oct. 457/2 Any- 
thing so demoded as bustifying. 

II Demodex (dr in<?deks). Zool. [mod.L. ; f. 
Gr. 5 ^/toy fat 4 8rj£ wood-worm.] A genus of 
parasitic mites, of which one species, D. follicu- 
lorum, infests the hair follicles and sebaceous 
follicles of man and domestic animals. 

1876 Benedeus Anim. Parasites x 34 The dog harbours 
a demodex which causes it to lose its hair. 1876 Duhring 
Dis. Skin 585. 

Demoere, obs. form of Demur. 

Demogorgou ( dLm^vgon ) . Myth, pate L. 
Demogorgon, having the form of a derivative of 
Gr. bq/j.os people 4 yopj6s grim, terrible, ■whence 
70/370/ Gorgon ; but of uncertain origin : see below.] 

Name of a mysterious and terrible infernal deity. 

First mentioned (so far as known) by the Scholiast (Lac- 
tantius or Lutatius Placidus, ? c 450) on Statius Theb. iv. 5x6, 
as the name of the great nether deity invoked in magic rites. 
Mentioned. also by a scholiast on Lucan Pkarsalia vi. 742* 
Described in the Repertorinm of Conrad de Mure (1273} as 
the primordial God of ancient mythology; so in the Genea- 
logia Deorum of Boccaccio. The latter appears to be the 
source of the word in modern literature (.Ariosto, Spenser* 
Milton, Shelley, etc.). 


DEMOGBAPHER, 
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DEMON. 


[By some supposed to be a corruption of Sr]fuovpyo<; Pemi- 
urgus*, but this is very doubtful. The mediaeval writers con- 
nect it with daemon (Demon), and explain it as meaning 
either daemonibus terror (terror to demons), or terribilis 
daemon (terrible demon). From its connexion with magic, 
it may be a disguised form of some Oriental name.] 

1590 Spenser F. Q. i, v. 22 0 thou [Night] most auncient 
Grandmother of all.. Which wast begot in Dasmogorgon\s 
hall. 1667 Milton P. L. n. 965 And "by them stood Orcus 
and Ades, and the dreaded name Of Deraogorgon. x68x 
DrydenY/. Friar v. 11 He’s the first begotten of Beelzebub, 
with a face as terrible as Demogorgon. 1705 Purshall 
Meek, Macrocosm 85 The Saline, and Sulphurious Vapours, 
I take to be the True Demogorgon of the Philosophers, or 
Grandfather of all the Heathen Gods, i.e. Mettals. 1821 
Shelley Prometh. Unb. 1. 207 All the powers of nameless 
worlds . . And Demogorgon, a tremendous gloom. 5850 
Keightley Fairy Mythol. 452 According to Ariosto, Demo- 
gorgon has a splendid temple palace in the Himalaya moun- 
tains, whither every fifth year the Fates are all summoned 
to appear before him, and give an account of their actions. 

Demographer (< zm^-grafei). [f. Demo- 
graphy; see -grapher.] One versed in demo- 
graphy. 

1881 P, Geodes in Nature No. 622. 524 The economic 
labours of the geographer, .and the demographer. 

Demographic (dem^jgrse’fik), a. [f. next; 
see -graphic.] Of or pertaining to demography. 

1882 Land. Med. Record No. 86. 311 This proportion, .has 
no demographic interest. 1891 Scott. Leader 11 Aug. 4 In 
tlm demographic section there are to be investigated some 
social problems of more than usual intricacy. 

Demography (dzm^rgrafi). [mod. f. Gr. Brj/Aos 
people + -ypa<pia writing, description (see -graph y) : 
cf. F. dimographie, Journal dee Economistes, April 
1878,] That branch of anthropology which deals 
with the life- conditions of communi les of people, 
as shown by statistics of births, deaths, diseases, etc. 

x83o Libr. Univ. Knowl. V. 560 Two sections of general 
anthropology, viz. : 1, anthropology proper. .2, demographv, 
which, .treats of the statistics of health and disease. x£8a 
A thenaeiim 16 Sept 374/1 The fourth International Congress 
for Hygiene and Demography was held last week at Geneva. 

Demoid (dPmoid), a. [ad. Gr. BrjixoeiBrjs vulgar, 
f. Brfptos the commons, the people : see -oid.] Used 
of a type of animal or plant which by its common- 
ness or abundance characterizes a geographical 
region or a period of time; especially of the 
characteristic fossil type of a geological formation. 

1884, H. G. Seeley Phillip's Man . of GeoL 1. 437 The 
abundant demoid types winch are termed characteristic 
fossils, for their abundance is such that strata are easily 
recognised by them. Every formation has its demoidtypes ; 
which in the Primary rocks are generally brachiopods. 
1885 W. H. Hudleston in GeoL Mar. 128 The relations of 
a thoroughly demoid type are pretty wide. 

|| Demoiselle. [mocl.F. (d^mwazgl , from 
earlier damoi sells \ see Damsel.] 

1 . A young lady, a maid, a girl. 

Occurs in 10th c. for earlier damoiselle , damisell (see 
Damsel) ; in modern writers, in reference to France or 
other foreign country. 

1520 Caxton's Chron, Bug. 1. 8b/i A gentyl e'e noysell 
[ed. 1480 damisell] that was wonder fayre. 1762 Sterne 
Lett Wks. (1839) 750/2 iStanf.), A month's play with a 
French Demoiselle. 1824 Byron Juan xv. xlil, A dashing 
demoiselle of good estate. 1884 Hunter & Whyte My 
Ducats iii. (1885) 38 One student, skating along with his 
demoiselle, has cannoned a gainst another. 

2 . Zool a. The Numidian Crane {Anthropoides 
virgo ) ; so called from its elegance of form. 

1687 Phil. Tram. XVI. 374 S : x Demoiselles of NomicUa, 
a Kind of Crane, 1766 Ibid. LVI. 210 The next I shall 
mention is the Gms Numidica, Numidian crane, or De- 
moiselle. 1862 Chambers* Encycl. 484 The Numidian 
demoiselle is remarkable, .for elegance and symmetry of 
form, and grace of deportment, 
b. A dragon-fly. 

[1816 Kirby & Sp. Entomol. (1818^ I. 276 The name given 
toy hem in England, ‘Dragon flies seems much more ap- 
plicable than ‘ Demoiselles ’ by which the French distinguish 
them. ] 1844 Gosse in Zoologist II. 709 Thus I contracted 
an acquaintance with these demoiselles. 

Demolater (d/m^datai). nonce-wd. [f. Srjfxo-s 
people + -later; cf. idolater . ] A worshipper of 
the common people. So Demoma’niac, one madly 
attached to the common people. 

x386 Sat. Rev. 22 May 704/2 Friendly portrait of a demo- 
cracy by democrats, by demagogues, by demomaniacs even, 
and demolaters. 

Demolish, (d/m^rlij), v. [a. F. demolish -, 
lengthened stem of dimolir (1383 in Litfcre), ad. 
L. dcmoliri to throw down, demolish, destroy, f. 
Dr- I. 6 -i- mo Ur 1 to build, construct, erect, f. moles 
mass, massive structure.] 

X. trans. To destroy (a building or other struc- 
ture) by violent disintegration of its fabric ; to pull 
or throw down, pull to pieces, reduce to ruin. 

1570-6 Lambarde Peramb. Kent (1826) 285 The Chapell of 
Hakiugton. . was quite and cleane demolished. r6oS Warner 
Alb. Eng. xiv. Ixxxv. (1612) 353 Both twaine made hauock 
of their foes, demolishing their Forts. 1641 J. Jackson True 
Evang. T. m. xSx Christ did. .demolish and breaks d'uvne 
that partition wall, 3776 Gibbon Decl. # F. I. xvi. 422 They 
completely demolished the remainder of the edifice. 1823 
Macaulay Milton Ess, 1854 I. it/r The men who de- 
molished the images in cathedrals have not always been 
able to demolish those which were enshrined in their minds, 
+ b. To break down or ruin partially. Ohs. 

3643 Evelyn Mem. (1857) I. xjo Behind this stands the 


great altar of Hercules, much demolished. 1636 Ibid. 1 . 331 
A fair town, but now wretchedly demolished by the lace 
siege, 

T c. intr. with passive sense. Ohs. rare. 

1609 Bible (Douay) foci ii. 8 Through the windowes they 
shal fal and shal not demolish [Vulg. et non demolientur ]. _ 
F Archaic const. : demolishing- a-demolishing, in demoli- 
tion — being demolished ; cf. building in Build v. 7. ^ 
x63 6 Lond. Gaz. No. 2x18/2 The House Gulicke lived yn 
is demolishing. 1706 Ibid. No. 4199/3 The Castle of Nice 
is demolishing. 

2 . fig. To destroy, make an end of. 

3620 Venner Via Recta viii. 193 They lesse resist extrinse- 
call and intrinsecall causes that demolish their health. 1653 
Baxter Inf. Bapt. 201 Demolishing the Church by division 
and contempt. 1735 Berkeley Def. Free-think. Math. § 32 
It is directly demolishing the very doctrine you would 
defend. 1878 Stewart & Tait Unseen Univ. viu § 214. 2x1 
To demolish any so-called scientific objection that might be 
raised. 1882 A thenseum 23 Dec, 844 The author demolishes 
most of those fanciful etymologies. 

b. humorously. To consume, finish up. 

[1639 Massinger Unnat. Combat in. i, As tail a trencher- 
man . . As e'er demolished pye-fortification.] 3756 Foote 
Eng. fir. Paris 1. Wks. 1799 1. 106 They proceed to demolish 
the substantiate. 2879 Beerbohm Patagonfa iii. 41 It is 
on record that he demolished the whole side of a young 
guanacho at one sitting. 

Hence Demolished ppl. a. 

1623 Donne Encaenia 34 That demolished Temple. 3742 
Young Nt. Th. vii. 833 Beneath the lumber of demolish d 
worlds. 1840 Thirlwall Greece VII. 347 On the site of the 
demolished theatre. ^ _ 

DemoTishable, a. [f. prec. .+ -able.] That 

can be demolished. 

1856 Ruskin Mod. Paint III. iv. x. § 10 Only a glass 
house, frail, hollow, contemptible, demolishable. 

Demolislier (dimF'liJbi). [f. as prec. +■ -er 1 : 
cf. F. dhiolisseur (1547 in Hatzf.).] One who 
demolishes. 

1613 Crooke Body of Man 247 Melancholy that, enemy 
of the light and demolisher of the principles of life it selfe. 
1732 Berkeley Alciphr. v. § 25 Whatever merit this writer 
may have as a demolisher, I always thought he had very 
little as a builder. 1798 W. Taylor in Monthly Mag. V. 354 
The demolishers of the Bastille. 1827 Scott Napoleon 
Introd., Collot d'Herbois, the demolisher of Lyons. 

Demolishing 1 (d/mpdijig), vbl. sb. [-ing 1 .] 
The action of the verb Demolish ; demolition, 

1632 Lithgow Trav. vi. 260 , 1 saw many ruinous lumpes 
of the Wals, and demolishings of the old Towne. 1684 
Bunyan Pilgr. n. 159, I will therefore attempt., the de- 
molishing of Doubting Castle. 1691 T. H[ale) Acc. New 
Invent \ p. Ixxxi, The immediate demolishing of Nusances. 
Ibid. p. Ixxxii, The demolishing some particular New En- 
croachments. 

Demo lisMng’, ppl. a . [-ing 2 .] That de- 
molishes. 

1726 Amherst Terris Fit 253 The same unrelenting, de- 
molishing spirit reigns in ail monkish societies. 

DemoTishment. Now rare. [f. Demolish 
v. + -ment ; cf. F, dimolissement (1373 desm- in 
Godef.).] The act of demolishing ; the state or 
fact of being demolished. 

3602 Fulbiccke 2 nd Pi. Parall. 53 Waste may bee com- 
mitted in the decay or demolishment of an house. 1702 
Echard Eccl. Hist.fi. 710; 465 The . . demolishment of fifty 
of their strongest cities. 1884 Bookseller 6 Nov. 1190 b/2 
The author has succeeded in the complete demolishment of 
Messrs. Darwin, Huxley and Co. 

t b. pi Demolished parts or remains, ruins. Ohs. 
1627-77 Feltham Resolves 1. c, 155 If no man should repair 
the breaches, how soon would all lye flatted in demolish- 
ments? 1670 Clarendon Contempt Psalms Tracts (1727) 
372 To repair those breaches and demolishments. 

Demolition (dem^lrjbn, d/-). [a. F. demolition 
(14th c. in Littre), ad. L. demolitidn-em , n. of action 
from demolin to Demolish.] 

1 . The action of demolishing (buildings or other 
structures) ; the fact or state of being demolished. 

16x0 Healey St. Aug. CitieofGod 125 Before this demo- 
lition the people of Alba were all transported unto Rome. 
1780 Johnson Let. to Mrs. Thrale 9 June, The outrages 
began by the demolition of the mass-house by Lincoln’s Inn. 
3832 C0NYBEAR12& H . St. Paul (1862) I. v. 136 Its demolition 
was completed by an earthquake. 

b. pi. The remains of a demolished building; 
demolished portions, ruins. Also fig. 

1638 Baker tr, Balzac's Lett (1654) XV. 5® Out of their 
demolitions, Trophies might be erected, 1641 Evelyn Mem. 
(1857) I\ 20 Being taken .bur or five days before, we had 
only a sight of the demon ions [of the castle]. 1668 Claren- 
don Contempt Psalms Tracts (1727) 734 Ail the breaches and 
demolitions they had made in his Church. 

2 . fig. Destruction, overthrow. 

2549 Contpi. Scot xx. 184 There querelfis tendit to the de- 
molitione of the antiant pu flic veil. 2773 Gouv. Morris in 
Sparks Life <£• IVri- 1 . (183.9 I. 49 Such controversies fre- 
quently end in the demolition of those rights and privileges 
which they were instituted to defend. 1871 Mokley Vol- 
taire (1886 • 243 The demolition of that Infamous in belief 
and in practice, 

Bemolitionary (dem^rjbnari), a. rare. [f. 
prec. + -ary.] Of or pertaining to demolition ; 
ruining. ■ ■ 

1863 W, G. Palgravr A rabia I. 454 Too solid for the de- 
molitionary process of hyper jritical writers. 

Bemolitionist (dem^iijbnist), [See -ist,] 
One who aims at or advocates demolition. 

2837 Carlyle Fr. Rev. n. in. v, Lafayette.. is marching 
homewards with some dozen of arrested demolitionists. 2852 


Fraser's Mag. XLVI. 28 The Ultra-democratic party (not 
yet Republicans, only Demolitionists). 

Bemomaniac : see Demolater. 

Demon (dfmon). Also 6 - 9 daemon. [In form, 
and in sense 1, a. L. daemon (med.L. demon ) spirit, 
evil spirit, a. Gr. datpoov divinity, genius, tutelary 
deity. But in senses 1 b and 2, put for L. dsemonium, 
Gr. daip 6 vwv y neuter of dai/j. 6 vtos adj. * (thing) of 
divine or daemonic nature or character \ which is 
used by the LXX, N. Test., and Christian writers, 
for V evil spirit ’. Cf. F. ddmon \ m Oresme 14th c. 
dernones ) ; also 13th c. demoygne Pr. demoni , It., 
Sp. demonio, repr. L. dsemonium , Gr. haiplviovi] 

1 . In ancient Greek mythology ( == haifonv ) : A super- 
natural being of a nature intermediate between that 
of gods and men ; an inferior divinity, spirit, genius 
(including the souls or ghosts of deceased persons, 
esp. deified heroes). Often written daemon for dis- 
tinction from sense 2. 

2569 J. Sanford tr. Agrippa Van. Artes 2 Grammarians 
. , doo expounde this wobrd Dmmon, that is a Spirite, as if it 
were Sapieus t that is, Wise. 1587 Golding De Mornay xix. 
303 And vnto Cratylus again [Plato] saith, when the good 
man departeth this world, .hee beeommeth a Damon. 1638 
Mede Gt. Apost. iii. Wks. (1672) in, 627 _et seq. x£8o H. 
More Apocal. Apoc. 252 Damons according to the Greek 
idiom, signify either Angels, or the Souls of men, any Spirits 
out of Terrestrial bodies, the Souls of Saints, and Spirits of 
Angels. 1774 J. Bryant Mythol. I. 52 Subordinate daemons, 
which they supposed to be emanations arid derivatives from 
their chief Deity. X846GKOTE Greece i.ii (1862 ■ 1. 58 In Homer, 
there is scarcely any distinction between gods and daemons. 

b. Sometimes, particularly, An attendant, minis- 
tering, or indwelling spirit ; a genius. 

(Chiefly in references to the so-called ‘ daemon of Socrates . 
Socrates himself claimed to be guided, not^ by a toiyiy>v or 
daemon } but by a 8 aw 6 vwi r t divinum quidciam (Cicero), 
a certain divine principle or agency, an inward monitor or 
oracle. It was his accusers who represented this as a per- 
sonal daemon , and the same was do; e by the Christian 
Fathers (under the influence of sense 2), whence the English 
use of the word, as in the quotations. See tr. Zeller’s 
Socrates iv. 73; Riddell, Apology of Plato, Appendix A.) 

1387 Trevisa Higdon III. 279 We havep i-lerned of 
Socrates, fat was alway tendaunt to a spirit [>at was i-cleped 
demon. 1603 Holland Plutarch's Mor. 1222 The soule. . 
that obeieth not nor hearkerieth to her owne familiar and 
proper daemon. 1606 Shaks .Ant. <$* Cl. n. iii. xq O Anthony ! 
. .Thy Daemon, that thy spirit which keepes thee, is Noble, 
Couragious, high vnnmt enable. 1738 Home Agis n, In- 
spiration, 1'he guardian god, the demon of the mind, Thus 
often presses on the human breast. 1768-74 Tucker Lt. Nat. 
(1852)!. 222 If the moral sense does not check, if the demon 
does not warn. 1865 Lecky Ration. ( 1 878) 1 . 378 note. Mi au- 
dits Felix thought the daemon of Socrates was a devtl. 

2 . An evil spirit. 

a. (Representing dai [xovtov of the LXX and N.T. 
(rarely Baificov); in Vulgate dmiwnhtm, daemon). 
Applied to the idols or gods of the heathen, and 
to the ‘evil’ or ‘unclean spirits’ by which demoniacs 
were possessed or actuated. 

A Jewish application of the Greek word, anterior to Chris- 
tianity. Aaf./udwa is used several times by the LXX to 
render she dim ‘ lords, idols', and sliJrhti 

* hairy ones " (satyrs or he~goats\ the latter also rendered 
judrcua ‘vain things*. It is also frequent in the Apocrypha 
(esp. in Tobin, and in the N.T., where in one instance (Matt, 
viiu 31) fiatV or** occurs in same sense. In the Vulgate 
generally rendered dseznonium, pi. -in, but once in O, T. 
(Lev. xvii. 7), and in xo places in N.T. (8 in St. Matthew) 
daemon } pi. -es. These words are indiscriminately translated 
deofol in the Ags. Gospels, feend or den it in Wyclif, and 
in all the 1617th c. versions devil ; the Revisers of 1881-5 
substitute demons in Deut. and Psalms, but in the N. T. 
retain devil, -s, in the text, with the literal translation de- 
mon, -s, in the margin. Quite distinct from this is the word 
properly translated ‘ Devil Std^SoAoc, which is not used in 
the plural. It is owing to this substitution of dginl in the 
Bible versions, that demon is not found so early in this, as 
in the popular sense b, which arose out of this identification. 

1706 Phillips (ed. Kersey), Demon .. in Holy Scripture, 
the Word is always taken for the Devil or a Bad Genius. 
3727-51 Chambers Cycl., Dmnoniac is applied to a person 
possessed with a spirit or daemon. 1767 T. Hutchinson 
Hist Mass . ILi, 16 A young woman, .supposed to be pos- 
sessed with daemons, 1865 Mozley Mirac. sox note, The 
relation in which these persons stood to daemons and evil 
spirits. x83x N.T. (K.V. > John x. 20 He hath a devil [marg. 
Gr. demon t and is mad ; why hear ye him? 1885 O. T, ( R.V.) 
Deut. xxxii, 17 They sacrificed unto demons, which were 
no Go&.~Ps. cvi. 37. ' J t 

b. In general current ■ use : . An' evil spirit ; a 
malignant being of superhuman nature ; a devil. 

. [1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R . n. xix (1405) 45 Bor Demon 
is to vnderstonde knowynge And the deuyll hyghte soo for 
sharpnesse. .of kyndely wytte,] <21400 Cov. Myst. (Shaks. 
Soc.) 399 Blow fiamys of fer to make hem to brenne, Mak 
redy ageyn v/e com to this demon. 1599 Shaks. Hen. V f n. 
ii. 221 if that same Daemon that hath gull’d thee thus, 
Should with his Lyon -gate walke the whole world. 1699 
Dampier Voy. II. ui. iv. 32 [They] fired their Guns to kill 
the old Daemon that they say inhabits there to disturb poor 
Seamen. 1782 Priestley Corrupt. Chr. J. 1. 8 A malignant 
daemon had brought [them] into his power. 28x3 Scott 
Trierm 11. Conch vii, But wouldst thou bid the demons fly 
Like mist before the dawning sky. 2865 Wright Hist 
Caricat. iv. (1875) 69 The three special characteristics of 
mediaeval demons were horns, hoofs . . and tails. 

c. Applied to a person (animal or agency per- 
sonified), of malignant, ciuel, terrible, or destructive 
nature, or of hideous appearance. (Cf. devil) 
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16x4 B. Jonson Barth. Fair m..v. Wks. (Rtldg.) 322/2 
‘ A caveat against cut-purses 1 ’. . F faith, I would fain see 
that demon, your cut-purse you talk of. 1821 T. G. Waine- 
wright in Ess. ^ Crit, u88o) 127 The grim demon of a 
bull-dog who interrupts the cat. 1822 Scott Pirate xl, The 
Boatswain used to be staunch enough, and so is Goff'e, 
though an incarnate demon. 1829 Carlyle Misc. (1857) 1 1. 4 
The Tartar Khan, with his shaggy demons of the wilderness, 
d. fig. An evil passion or agency personified. 

17x2 Addison Sped No. 387 F iz Melancholy is a kind of 
Demon that haunts our Island. X754CHATHAM Lett. Nephew 
v. 39 Beware, .of Anger, that daemon, that destroyer of our 
peace. 1809 Pinkney Trust. France 86 The daemon of 
anarchy has here raised a superb trophy on a monument of 
ruins. Mod. Led astray by the demon of intemperance. 

3 . attrib. and Comb. a. appositive ( = that is a 
demon), as demon-companion , -god, -hag, - king , 

- lover , -mole, - snake ; spec, applied colloq. to one 
who seems more than human in the rapidity, cer- 
tainty, destructiveness, etc. of his play or perform- 
ance, as a demon bowler at cricket, b. simple 
attrib. and attrib. comb, (of, belonging, or relating 
to a demon or demons), as demon altar, - doctrine , 
herd \ - land , life, -trap, - ship , - worship ; demon- 
bird = Devil-bird; demon-kind [after man- 
kind', the nature of demons; the race of demons; 
also e. demon-like adj. 

1863 W. Phillips Speeches iv. 57 The *demon altar of our 
land, 1840 J. Forbes xx Years m Ceylon (1841) 353, 1 first 
heard the wild and wailing cry of the gauiawa, or *demon- 
bird. 1883 Harper's Mag. Nov. 900/1 We do not want our 
boys. .' x demon bowlers. 18x4 Byron Corsair 11. iv, Some 
Afrit sprite, Whose *demon death-blow left no hope for fight. 
1677 Gale Crt. Gentiles m, 177 A 1 those *demon-doctrmes 
. .introduced by Antichrist and his Sectators. 1638 Mede 
Gt. Apost vi. Wks. (1672) ill. 635 A worshipper of *Daemon- 
gods. 1814 Prophetess in. iv, Like the *demon-hags of 
Tartarus. 1774 J. Bryant Mythol. I. 141 Among all the 
*dfemon herd what one is there of a form . . so odious . . as 
Priapus. 2890 E. H. Barker Wayfaring in Fr. 15 That 
small *demon-insect, the mosquito. 1857 Tail's Mag. 
XXIV. 378 The sentences, on all mankind and *demonkind. 
2859 G. Wilson Life E. Forbes i. 29 Grim or gentle visitants 
from *Demonland or Fairyland. 1851 Mayne Reid Scalp. 
Hunt. xi. 82 They seem endowed with *demon life. 1822 
E. Nathan Langreath III. 416 *Demon-like horrors, 1757 
Coleridge Kubla Khan 16 Woman wailing for her *demon- 
lover. 182s Keats Isabel xlv, And let his spirit, like a 
*demon-mole, Work through the clayey soil and gravel hard. 
1677 Gale Crt. Gentiles in. 56 The *Demon~theology. .was 
brought into the Christian Church first by the Gnostics. 
Ibid. , By this their *demon-worship. 

Bemonactrne (d/mp-naksiz), v. [f. De- II. 

I + L. monach-us monk + -ize.] trans. To deprive 
of monks. 

2820 D. Turner Tour in Normandy II. 24 So thoroughly 
.. had the Normans demonachised Neustria. 

Bemona*gerie. nonce-wd. [f. Demon, after 
menagerie .] An assemblage of demons. 

1848 Tati's Mag. XV. 433 Slavery .. unless it had been 
now and. then checked, would have transformed the earth 
ere now into a demonagerie. 

t Bemo-nagoglie- Obs. [f. as next + aywyos 
drawing forth.) A means of expelling a demon. 

1786 Ferriar in Mem. Lit. <$• Philos. Soc. Manchester 
(1790) III. 74 Dr. Thoner extols mercurius vitae, as remark- 
ably useful in expelling preternatural substances from the 
body. .Almost every man had his favourite demonagogue. 

t Be’monarch.. Obs. [f. as next + Or. dpxbs 
chief ] A ruler of demons ; a chief demon. 

1778 H. Farmer Lett. Worthington ii. (R.), The false sup- 
position, that the Jews held only one prince of demons ; and 
that demonarch was a term never applied by them to any 
but to the Devil. 

f ©©'monarchy. Obs. [f. Gr. Zalptcov, daijuov- 
(see Demon) + - apxta , dpxv sovereignty, rule.] The 
rule or dominion of a demon. 

c 1643 Maximes Unfolded 8, Demonarchie, or the Domi- 
nion of the Dived. 1677 Gale Crt. Gentiles in. 23T A 1 that 
pretended Hierarehie or Demonarchie which the Emperor, 
as supreme Head in al maters Civil and Ecclesiastical, 
assumed. 

Demoness (drmones). [f. Demon + -ess.] 
A female demon ; a she-devil. 

a 1638 Mede Apost. Later Times (1641) 31 The Sichemites 
.. had a Goddesse or Dzemonesse under the name of 
Jephta’s daughter. _ 1856 Titan Mag. Aug. 190/2 That 
smiling demoness, his mother. 1879 M. 1). Conway De- 
mand. I. 11. iv. 117 A demoness who sometimes appears just 
before the floods. 

Demonetization (dtfa^nftriz^jbn). [f. next 
+ -ation.] The action of demonetizing, or condi- 
tion of being demonetized. 

1852 T. Hankey {title', Faucher’s Remarks., on the 
Production of the Precious Metals, and on the Demonetiza- 
tion of Gold in several Countries in Europe. # 1852 A. 
Johnson Observ. Supplies of Gold 3 The demonetization of 
the Dutch Gold coin was effected at that time. 1863 Fawcett 
Pol. Econ. in. xv. (1876) 488 Partial demonetization of silver. 

Demonetize v. [ad. mod.F. dd- 

monetise-r (Diet. Acad. 1835), ^ De- 1.6 + L 
moneta money: see -ize.] trans. To deprive of 
standard monetary value; to withdraw from use as 
money. Hence Demo*netized///.a:„ -izing vbl sb. 

2853 T. Hankey tr. Faucker's Product. Precious Metals 
31 On August 6, 1849, the Government laid before the As- 
sembly the scheme of a law to * demonitise’ the pieces of 
five and ten florins. 1853 T. Wilson Jotting on Money 
83 Merchants not understanding the demonetising of gold 
by the Dutch in 1850, *876 Fawcett Pol. Econ. m xv. 


487 Germany has, within the last few years, demonetised 
silver. 2879 Daily News 21 May 3/1 To keep up the price 
of the demonetised metab 

Bemonette (dzmonet). nonce-wd. [dim. of 
Demon : see -ette.] A little demon. 

1854 Caroline Fox Mem. Old Friends (1882) 298 Baby 
tortoises, most exquisite black demonettes, an inch and a 
half long, with long tails. 

Demoniac (diimJumisek), a. and sb. Forms : 
4-5 demoniak (-yak), 5-7 -aeke, 5-8 -aek, 6-7 
-ake, 7 -aque, (dee-), 7- demoniac, [ad. late L. 
dsemoniac-us (in Tertullian c 200), a. Gr. type 
*Sai[jLovioiK- 6 s, f. Zatpoviov : see Demon.] 

A. adj. 1 . Possessed by a demon or evil spirit. 

c 1386 Chaucer Sompn. T. 532 , 1 hold him certeinly de- 

moniak. 2483 CaxtonC. de la Tour C vij, The lady wente 
oute of her wytte and was al demonyak a long tyme. 254a 
Boorde Dyetary xxxvii. (1870) 298 Lunatycke, or frantycke, 
or demonyacke. a 2612 Donne Btaflai'aTo? (26441 227 That 
the Kings of Spaine should dispossess Dsemoniaque persons. 
2647 H. More Song of Soul 1. 11. xxix, Magick can onely 
quell natures Daemon iake. c 2811 Fuseli Led. A rtv. <1848) 
471 The demoniac boy among the series of frescoes at Grotta 
Ferrata. 2823 Examiner 25^ Mar. 165/1 This., idea., 
operated upon the demoniac spirit of the wretch, 
b. Pertaining to demoniacal possession. 

1674 Milton P. L. (ed. 2) xi. 4S5 Demoniac phrenzy, 
moping melancholy, And moon-struck madness, a 2824 
Prophetess 11. vii, As with demoniac energy possess’d ! 

2 . Of or pertaining to demons. 

1642 Milton Apol. Smect. (2851) 275 This is the Demoniack 
legion indeed. 1671 — P. R. iv. 628 He . . Shall chase thee 
. . From thy demoniack holds, possession foul. 1669 Gale 
Crt. Gentiles I. ii. vi. 72 The mourning of the Demoniac 
Spirits, for the death of their great God Pan. 2882 Farrar 
Early Chr. II. 266, I agree with those who see in this 
vision a purely demoniac host. 

3 . Characteristic of or befitting a demon ; devilish. 

1820 Hazlitt Led. Drain. Lit. 179 Wrought up to a pitch 
of demoniac scorn and phrensy. 2854 M rs. Gaskell North 
4 * S. xxii, It was as the dmmoniac desire of some terrible 
wild beast for the food that is withheld from his ravening. 
1862 Tyndall Mountaineer, i. 3 The spirit of life .. is ren- 
dered demoniac or angelic. 

4 . Of the nature of a daemon or in-dwelling spirit ; 

Demonic 2. 

2844 Masson Ess., Three Devils (185 6) 171 Goethe and 
Niebuhr generalised in the phrase ‘the demoniac [ed. 1874 
p. 288 demonic] element * that mystic something which they 
seemed to detect in all men of unusual potency among their 
fellows. Ibid., The demoniac element in a man . . may in 
one case be the demoniac of the etherial and celestial, in 
another the demoniac of the Tartarean and infernal. 2856 
W. E. Forster in T. W. Reid Zz)fc(i888) I. viii. 306 Denying 
. .that demoniac element in man which is the very fire of God, 

B. sb. 

1 . One possessed by a demon or evil spirit. 

C2386 Chaucer Sompn. T. 584 He nas no fool, ne no 
demoniak. 2483 Caxton Cato E viij b, And helyth the 
demonyackes or madde folke. 2546 Langley Pol. Verg. De 
Invent. 1. xviii. 33 a, To banish the Spirit out of y ’ De- 
moniake. 1665 Boyle Occas. Ref. iv. x. (1845)226 Possessed 
by it as Doemoniacks are possessed by the Divel. 1727 Berke- 
ley in Fraser £z)Wi87i) 580 The demoniacs ofS. Andrea 
della Valle. 2845 Darwin Voy. Nat. x. (2879) 221 They 
looked like so many demoniacs who had been fighting, 
f 2 . EccL Hist. (See quot.) Obs. 

2727-52 Chambers CycL, Daemoniacs, are also a party or 
branch of the Anabaptists, whose distinguishing tenet it is, 
that the devils shall be saved at the end of the world. 1847 
in Craig, and later Diets. 

Demoniacal (dzmoncrakal), a. (sb.) [f. as 

prec. -r -AL.] a. Of or pertaining to demons, b. 
^Demoniac 1, 1 b. e. Befitting or of the nature 
of a demon ; devilish, fiendish. 

Demoniacal possession : the possession of a man by an 
indwelling demon or evil spirit, formerly held to be the 
cause of some species of insanity, epilepsy, etc. 

1624 Bp. Hall Recoil. T rent. 883 In the Popish Churches 
. . their ridiculous, or demoniacall service, who can endure ? 
2621-52 Burton Anat.Mel. 1. i. 111. 35 Extaticall and daemo- 
niacall persons. Ibid. 1. ii. 11. vii, Imaginary dreams are of 
divers kinds, natural, divine, demoniacal, etc, 2682 Hal- 
lywell Melampr. 78 (T.) A notable instance of demoniacal 
possession. 1741 Warburton Div. Legal, ix. Notes Wks. 

1821 VI. 391 The Possessions recorded in the Gospel . .called 
[ demoniacal. 1856 Kane A ret. Expl. I. xxviii. 367 Menacing 

and demoniacal expressions. 2858 Lytton What will He 
do 11. xi. His quarrels with a demoniacal usher. 1877 Black 
Green Past. xi. (2878) 323 The temper of the mistress of the 
house, .of such a demoniacal complexion. 

Hence Demoni-acaUy adv. 

2829 G. S. Faber Dispens. (2823) I. 345 Demoniacally 
possessed. 1865 L. Oliphant Piccadilly (2870) 102 She 
looked at me . . demoniacally. 

Bemoniaeism (dzmbnarasiz’m). rare.-* * The 
state of being a demoniac ; the practice of de- 
moniacs ’ (Craig 1847). 

2848 Webster cites Milman. 

+ Demoniacle, a. Obs. Also -yakyl. [a. 
OF. demoniacle, the usual representative of L. 
dsemoniac-us : cf. OF. triacle, Treacle, h.theriaca.'] 
= Demoniac. 

c 2500 Melusine 314 Whiche, thrugh arte demonyacle, hath 
myserably suffred deth. 1503 Kalender of Sheph., Of Yre, 
The man yrews ys lyk to oon demonyakyf. 

Bemo nial, a. rare. [a. OF. demonial, prob. 
med.L. *dxmonidl-is, f. dsemonium : see Demon 
and -al.] Of or relating to a demon or demons ; 
also, of the nature of a demon, demoniacal. 

1675 R. Burthogge Causa Dei 310 To hear Diotima de- 


scribing the Demonial Nature. 1678 Cudworth Intell. Syst . 

1, iv. § 14. 264 No one who acknowledges Demonial things, 
can deny Demons. 1S49 Sidonia I I . 287 Because of the 
spell which the demonial sorceress laid on them. 
Bemoni&Iity (d/m^mi, 32 -lxti). rare. [f. prec. 

-+ -it Y.J The nature of demons ; the realm of 
demons, demons collectively. (Cf. spirituality .) 

1879 (title), Demoniality; or Incubi and Succubi . . by. the 
Rev. . Father Sinistrari, of Ameno . . now first translated imo 
English. 1892 Sat. Rev. 2 May 543/2 The old wives' fables 
. . are those of demoniality, black masses, etc. 

Bemonian id/m^-nian), a. [f. L. dmmoni-um 
(see Demon) + -an.] Of, relating to, or of the 
nature of, a demon or demons. 

1672 Milton P. R. ii. 222 Princes, Heaven’s ancient sons, 
ethereal thrones, Demonian spirits now. 1790 H. Boyd 
Sheph. Lebanon in Poet. Reg. (1808) 146 Demonian visions. 
1833 Thirlwall in Philol. Museum II. 582 So far as we can 
find our way in this truly daemonian twilight. 1840 I aids 
Mag. VII. 4x0 Against such daemonian manifestations. 

lienee f Bemo niauism, the doctrine of demo- 
niacal possession. 

2741 Warburton Div. Legal, ix. Wks. 2788 III. 775 An 
error, which so dreadfully affected the religion. they were 
entrusted to propagate, as Demonianism.did, if it were .an 
error. 2762 — Doctrine of Grace n. vii. (1763) II. 161 To 
ascribe both to Enthusiasm or Demoniamsm. 

[Here some .modern edd. have Dgmoniasm , which has 
thence passed into Latham and later Diets.] 
t Demo*3liast. Obs. rare — 1 , [f. after Gr. 

agent-nouns in -acrrrjs, f. -aeuq -dfctv.] One who 
has dealings with demons, or with the devil. 

1726 De Foe Hist. Devil n. x. (1840) 339. His disciples and 
emissaries, as witches and wizards, demoniasts, and the like. 

i Bemo'niat, a. Gbs. [coriesp. to Pr. de - 
moniat, OCat. dimoniat , from L. dsemoniac-us : 
see Demoniac.] Demoniacal, devilish. 

2623 Lithgow. Trav. x. 201 This grim demoniat spight. 

Bemonia'tie, a. rare- 1 . = prec. 

1880 P. Gillmore On Duty 20 Tragedies as cola-blooded 
and demoniatic as ever occurred. 

Demonic (dfm^nik), a. Also deem-, [ad. 
L. dsemonic-us, a. Gr. Zaipov ik~ 6 s of or pertaining 
to a demon, possessed by a demon, f. Zaipaov, 
Zatpov- : see Demon and -ic.] 

1 . Of, belonging to, or of the nature of, a demon 
or evil spirit ; demoniacal, devilish. 

2662 Evelyn Chalcogr. 68 Convulsive and. even Demonic 
postures. 2738 G. Smith Curious Relat. I . iv. 518 So many 
Demonick Delusions. 1840 Carlyle Heroes < 1858.) 197 
* Jotuns ,* Giants, huge shaggy beings of a demonic character. 
1886 Q. Rev. Oct. 53 The traditional demonic proposal, ‘ I 
will be your servant here, and you shall be mine hereafter’. 

2 . Of, relating to, or of the nature of, superna- 
tural power ox genius = Ger. ddmonisch (Gothe) : 
cf. Demon i. (In this sense usually spelt dstmonic 
for distinction.) 

2798 W. Taylor in Monthly Rev. XXVI. 491 In his im- 
mature youth he had detected within himself a something 
daemonic. 1854 Lowell Cambridge 30 Yrs. Ago Pr. Wks. 
2890 1 . 87 Shall I take Brahmin Alcott’s favorite word, and 
call him a Daemonic man? [1874 see Demoniac 4.] 1879 
Fitzgerald Lett. (1889) I. 447 There is enough to show 
the Daemonic Dickens : as pure an instance of Genius as 
ever lived. 1887 Saintsbury Hist. Elizab. Lit . vii. (2890) 
258 If they have not the daemonic virtue, of a few. great 
dramatic poets, they have . , plentiful substitutes for it. 
Demonical (dzm^-nikal), a. Now rare or Obs. 
[f. as prec. + -al.] 

.1. —prec. I.". 

1588 J. Harvey Discours. Probl. 79 Without any.. mix- 
ture of demonicall, or supernaturall Magique. 1603 Hol- 
land Plutarch's Mor. 1299 That Typhon was some fiend 
or daemonicall power. 2607 Topsell Fourf. Beasts (2638) 
127 Falsly imputing this demonical illusion to divine revela- 
tion. 1652 Gaule Magastrom . 334 Examples of demonicall 
familiars. 1820 Examiner No. 621. 248/1 To attribute de- 
monical properties to God. 1836 J. H. N ewman Par. Serin. 
(ed. 2) II. Hi. 38 This divine inspiration was so far parallel 
to demonical possession. 
f 2 . — Demoniac r. Obs. 

2626 L. Owen Spec. Jesuit. (1629) 43 The people , . made 
no more account of her words than of a Demonical creature, 
t Bemonrcraty. Obs. rare-*. 

1656 Blount Glossogr., Demonicratie , the Government of 
divels. 

Demo*niculture. nonce-wd. [See Culture.] 
Demon-worship, demonolatry. 

1879 M. D. Conway Demand. 1 . 11. x. 239 Much . . is but 
elaborate demoniculture. 

Demonifage (d^ropmifi//<%\ nonce-wd. [f. 
L. daemon (Demon) + -hjge, L. -fiugus chasing 
away.] Something used to drive away demons ; 
a charm against demons. 

1790 Pennant London (1823) 271 Isabella . . I hope was 
wrapped in the friar’s garment, for few stood more in need 
of a dsemonifuge. 2848 Southey Comm.-pl. Bk. III. 771 Salt 
a demonifuge. 

Demomsh. (drmonij), a. rare . [f. Demon + 
-ISH.] Of the nature of a demon ; demonic. 

1863 Draper Intell. Devel. Europe vii. (2865) 159 He 
evoked two visible demonish imps. 

b. as adv. {humorous.) * Devilish ’. 

2867 O. W. PIolmes Guard. Angel iv. 12892) 49 ‘It was a 
■■■ demonish hard case he said. 

Demonism (drmoniz’mV Also dee-, [f. 
Demon + -ism.] Belief in, or doctrine of, demons. 
2699 Shaftesb. Eng. cone . Virtue 1. i. (1709) 2 Theism 
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stands in opposition to dsemonism, and denotes goodness 3 n 
the superior Deity. 1789 T, J efferson Writ. (1859) II. 553 
The comparative merits of atheism and demonism. 1865 
Spectator 4 Feb. 130/2 The ridicule of the devil and his imps 
never penetrated England, demonism never having had any 
hold upon the masses. 1891 Antidate 5 May 139 A belief in 
demonism and witchcraft. 


Demomist (dJmdnist). Also dss-. [f. Demos? 
+ -1ST.] A believer in, or worshipper of, demons. 
1641 Dialogue A nswered 6 One Marke a great Dsemonist. 
1699 Shaftesb. Enq. cone . Virtue 1. i. (1709) 2 To believe 
the governing Mind, or Minds, not absolutely and neces- 
sarily good . . but capable of acting according to mere will 
or fancy, is to be a dsemonist. 

Demonization (d^monoiz^'-JW). [f- next: 
see -ATiON’.j The action of turning into, or repre- 
senting as, a demon. 

1799 W. Taylor in Robberds Mem. I. 305 , 1 hope to atone 
to them for my demonizations. _ 3879 M. D. Conway De- 
mand. I. 11. v. 149 The demonisation of the forces and 
dangers of nature belongs to the structural action of the 
human mind. 

Demonize (drmbnoiz), v. [f. med.L. dmmo- 
niztire : cf. Gr. bai/xovL^-ecr&cu passive, to be pos- 
sessed by a demon : see -ize.] 

1. trans. To make into, or like, a demon; to 
render demoniacal ; to represent as a demon, 

1821 Examiner 579/1 That subdued superstition, espion- 
age, and persecution .. more adequately demonises active 
hypocrisy and oppression. 1879 M. D. Conway Demand. 
1 . 1. iv. 26 In Persia the asuras — demonised in India — re- 
tained their divinity. 1888 Morning Post 12 Sept., Where 
men are brutalized, women are demonized, and children 
are brought into the world only to be inoculated with cor- 
ruption. 

2. To subject to demoniacal influence. 

1864 in Webster. 1888 Sat. Rev. 2 J une 674 An alligator 
becomes ‘ demonized ’ and works the wicked will of a witch. 


Hence Demionized, Demaorxiai rx&ppl. a. 

1837 Carlyle Fr. Rev, xi. v. iv, Black demonised squad- 
rons, 1857-8 Sears A than. xi. 90 Demonizing passions. 
1883 Monier Williams Relig. Th. in India, ix. 234 Tenanted 
by ... demonized spirits of dead men, superhuman beings. 

Dernono-, before a vowel demon-, repr. Gr. 
da.ifj.ovo-, combining form of Saijicov Demon; oc- 
curring in various modern formations, as Bemono - 
cracy, the rule of demons ; a ruling body of dem ons 
(quot. 1827). t Demoio machy, fighting with a 
demon, f Bemoaomgy, magical art relating to 
demons, T De'monomamcy, divination by the 
help of demons. J> eanono -patliy , a mental disease 
in which the patient fancies himself, or acts as if, 
possessed by a demon. Be:monoplio*'bia, fear of 
demons. Demonosopher {nonce-wd.), one in- 
spired by a demon or by the devil (controversially 
opposed to theosopher). Also Demonograph r, 
etc, : see below. 

1730-6 Bailey (folio), Demonocracy, the government of 
devils. 1815 W. H. Ireland Scribbleomania 282 A spirit 
. . By foul demonocracy wholly subdu’d . 1827 Sir H. Taylor 
Isaac Comnenus n. iii, A demonocracy of unclean spirits 
Hath govern’d long these synods of your Church. 3718 
D. Campbell {title), Dtemonomachie or War with the Devil, 
in a short Treatise. <33808 Bp. Hurd (L.), The author had 
rifled all the stores of demonomagy to furnish out an enter- 
taimnent. 3652 Gaulf. Magastrom. 365 Dsemonomancy, 
di vining by the suggestions of evil! daemons or devils. 1865 
Comh. Mag, Apr. 475 But what is demonopathy the Mor- 
zinois might reasonably have asked ? What was it that had 
come to their valley? 1883 Syd. Soc. Lex,, Demouopathy, 
dmmonotnama. 1888 J. Murdoch Women of India 16 This 
demonophobia was learned from their mothers. 1780 W esley 
Wks. (1872) IX. 5x8 [Behmen] . . ought to be styled a de- 
monosopher ratber than a theosopher. 3883 Overton 
W. Law 198 Behmen was no ‘ Demonosopher ’ (to adopt 
Wesley’s happy phrase). 

Bemonograplier (dzmonp*grafai), [f. mod. 
L. duemonograph-us, F. dimonographe (17th c.), 
answering to a Gr. type *£aifxovoypafo $ : see 
-graph.] A writer on demons. 

1736 Bailey (folio) Appendix (9 N 2) Dsemonogra pher. 
3877 tr. Lacroix? Sc. # Lit. Mid. Ages 1 3878) 201 Plotinus 
. . and his disciple Porphyrus . . who may be looked upon as 
the first demonographers of the Middle^ Ages. 1883 Miss 
R. H. Busk in N. Q, 24 Nov. 401/2 Italian demonographers 
do not make my distinction between , , a fairy and a witch. 
So Bemomograph ( ■» pree.), B emono • graphy . 
1865 Corah. M'ag. 'KX. 485 Both these celebrated demono- 
graphs concurring in the opinion. 1889 Cent. Diet., De- 
monograp/ty, the descriptive stage of demonology. O. T. 
Mason. : 


Demonolatry (dzmonjrlatri). [f. Gr. type 
*daijj,ovo-\&Tp€ia (see -latex); ;■ in mod.F. dfmon- 
oldtrie (Littrd).] Demon-worship. 

3668 M. Casaubon Credulity 38 (T.) Nicholaus Remigius 
..in Ms books of demonolatrie, doth profess [etc.]. 1678 
Cudworth Intett. Syst. 593 Creature-worship, now vulgarly 
called idolatry— that is, for their cosmo-latry, astro-latry, 
and demono-latry. 1850 Robertson Serm. Ser, 11. ii. (1864) 
24 Somewhat like what we might now/ call demonolatry. 

M879 M. D. Conway DemonoL I. n. xi. 258 /.The number 
seven holds an equally high degree of potency in Singhalese 
demonolatry. ■ 


. So BemonoTater, ..a demon-worshipper ; Bemo- 
nolatri acal a., -la‘tric a., Bemono-latrous <2., 
of, pertaining to, or of the nature of demon-wor- 
ship ; BemonoTatronsly adv. 

■ 2C26 G. S. . Faber Orig. Pagan Idol, I. '394 A religion . . 


so far as its demonolatriacal part is concerned. Ibid. III. 
290 The first authors of the great demonolatrie apostasy. 
1833 — Recapit. Apostasy 10 6 The later or demonolatrously 
Christian Roman Empire. 1846 — Lett. Tractar. Secess. 
Popery 240 The predicted Demonolatrous Apostasy. 1875 

E. White Life in Christ iv. xxvi. (1878) 434 Jerome and 
Augustine, those intolerant doctors of the demonolatrous 
‘ apostasy as Mr. Isaac Taylor has truly described them. 
1876 Bp. Caldwell in Contemp. Rev. Feb. 370 Certain de- 
monolators in the present day . . display as plain signs of 
demoniacal possession as ever were displayed eighteen hun- 
dred years ago. 

Demonology (dfmon^lod^i). Also 7 -gie, 
7-9 dm-. [mod. f. Gr. datfxcav + -Xoyia - logy ; cf, 

F. demonologie (16th c. in Littre).] That branch 
of knowledge which treats of demons, or of beliefs 
about demons ; a treatise on demons. 

1597 James I (title), Daemonologie, in Forme of a Dia- 
logue, diuided into three Bookes. £2645 Howell Lett. 
(1650) III, 37 , 1 return you the Manuscript you lent me of 
Daemonologie. 1653 Hobbes Leviath. m. xl. 256 The Greeks 
(from whose Customes, and Daemonology .. their Religion 
became .. corrupted). 1775 H. Farmer Demoniacs N. T. 

I. vii. 135 Demonology composed a very eminent part of the 
Pythagorean and Platonic philosophy. 1857 W hewell Hist. 
Induct. Sc. I. 215 An imaginary mythology or demonology. 
1875 E. White Life in Christ hi. xxi. (1878) 320 The apos- 
tolic demonology alone explains that paradox. 

So Demono loger, DemonoTogist, one who 
studies or is versed in demonology ; Bemonolo*gic 
a., of; or pertaining to demonology; Demonolo*- 
glcal a., concerned with demonology ; Demono- 
Xo-gically adv. 

<31734 North Exam. iii. ix. § 7 (274°) 652 If the Devil 
himself . , could . . have supplied more livid Defamation . . 
I am no Dmmonologer. 2749 Bp. G. Lavington Enthus. 
Metk. Papists (1754) II. 36 The former suffer purely (as 
Daemonologists write) from the Operation of Satan himself, 
or his Imps. 1801 W. Taylor in Monthly Mag. XI. 44 
A metrical romance, of which his dmmonological studies 
were to supply the machinery. 1833 Carlyle Misc. (1857) 
III. 194 Working quite demonologically. 1834 H. Miller 
Scenes % Leg. xx. (1857) 291 He replied in the prescribed 
formula of the demonologist. _ 1844 A r . Brit, Rev. 1 . 153 The 
demonologic contest, in which the Evil One is . . driven 
off by the mystical artillery of the priest. 1886 Rogers 
Soc. Life Scott. III. xx. 269 Engaged in demonological 
inquiries. 

Demonomaehy, -magy, -mancy ; see De- 
mono-. 

Demonomania (df-mon^m^nia). [a. med. 
L. dxmono mania, i. Gi. daifj.cuv, Saifxovo- + Mania, 
Aatjj.ovofj.avia was used in eccles. Gr. in a some- 
what different sense : see next.] (See quot 

1883.) 

2880 Sat, Reru No. 3295. 249 Outbreaks of the epidemical 
demonomania to which every age is liable. 1883 Syd. Soc , 
Lex., Deemonomania, a kind of madness in which the 
patient fancies himself possessed by devils ; it is a variety 
of melancholia, originating in mistaken views on religious 
subjects, 

f DemonoTnanie. Ohs. [a. F. dimonomanie 
(1580 in Hatzf.), ad. med.L. demonomania, a. 
eccles. Gr. daifiovojjavia foolish belief in demons, 
f. fiavia Mania.] Foolish belief in demons ; de- 
votion to the subject of demonology. 

2623 Favine Theat. Hon. 11. xiii. 208 Excelled in Demon- 
omanie all them that had gone before them. 1638 Sir T. 
Herbert Trav. (ed. 2) 232 They . . abolisht their celestial! 
worship, and (as Strabo relates) received Demonomanie, 
continued till Mahomet. 

t Bemo'nomist. Ohs. [f. as Demonomy + 
- 1 ST.] A believer in or worshipper of demons. 

1638 Sir T. Herbert Trav. (ed. 2) 302 The idolaters be- 
yond all measure grosse Demonomists. Ibid. 329 Celebes 
. . well peopled, but with bad people ; no place ingendring 
greater Demonomists. 

t Demonomy (diingndmi). Ohs. [app. short- 
ened from demononomy , f. Gr. daljxcov I)EMON, with, 
ending of astronomy, etc.] Belief in demons, 
demon-worship. 

3638 Sir T. Herbert Trav. fed. 2) 8 Howbeit the divell., 
has infused demonomy and prodigious idolatry into their 
hearts. ^ Ibid. 306 Drunk with abominable demonomy and 
superstition. 1665 Ibid. (1677) 365 These Javans are drank 
in Demonomy. 

Demonop athy, -phobia ; see Demono-. 
De-monopolize (dimpnpyblmz), v. [f. De- 

II. 1 + Monopolize.] trans . To destroy the 

monopoly of, withdraw from monopoly. 

1878 H. A. Webster in EncycL Brit. VI. 154/1 Since the 
expiry of the contract the mines [of Colombia] have been 
demonopolized. 

Demonosopher : see Demono-. 

Demonry (drmonri). [f. Demon + -by: cf. 
devilry Demoniacal influence or practices. 

a 1851 Joanna Baillie (O.), What demonry, thmkest thou, 
possesses Varus ? 

Demonship (drmonjtp), rare. [f. as prec. + 
-SHIP.] The rank or condition of a demon. 

<21638 Medb A post. Later Times (1643) 18 They com- 
menced Heroes, who were as Probationers to a Daemonship. 

Demonstrabrlity. [f. next + -ity.] The 
quality or condition of being demonstrable. 

1825 Coleridge A ids Reft. {1873) 261 note, TheDemonstra- 
bility required would countervene all the purposes of the 
Truth. 2870 M. Williams Fuel of Sun § 170, 115 Their 
spectroscopic demonstrability. 


Demonstrable (d/m^nstrabT, de-m/nstrab’l), 
a. £ad. L. dbnonstrabil-is, i.demonstrdre: see De- 
mon strate and -ble.] Capable of demonstration. 

1 . Capable of being shown or made evident. 

fb . occas. « Evident, apparent (ohs.). 

c 1400 Rom. Rose 4691 I wolde . . Shewe tbee withouten 
fable A thyng that is not demonstrable. 1530 Palkck. 309/2 
Demonstrable, demonstrable. 1604 Shahs. Oth. m. iv. 142 
Some vnhatch’d practise, Made demonstrable heere in 
Cyprus to him, Hath pudied his cleare Spirit. 2647 
Clarendon Hist. Reh. vi. (1843) 292/1 That it should be 
more demonstrable to the kingdom, than yet iq was, that 
the war was, on his majesty’s part, purely defensive. 1739 
Cibber Afol. (2756.1 1 . 46 In what shape they wou’d severally 
come out. .was not then demonstrable to the deepest fore- 
sight. 1867 J. Hogg Microsc. n. i. 263 This body without 
any demonstrable influence of a nucleus is capable of sub- 
dividing. 1875 H. C. Wood Therap. (1879) 158 Upon the 
vaso-motor nerves, .[it] has no demonstrable influence. 

2 . Capable of being proved clearly and conclu- 
sively. 

1552 Records Pathw. Knowl. 1. xxiv, This is a certaine 
waye to fynde any touche line, and a demonstrable forme. 
1597 Hooker EccL Pol. v. lxiii. (1611) 334 All points of 
Christian doctrine are either demonstrable _ conclusions or 
demonstrative principles. 2662 H. More Philos. Writ. Pref. 
Gen. (1712) 13 It being so mathematically demonstrable that 
there is that which is properly called Spirit. 1745 Fielding 
True Patriot Wks. 1775 IX. 334 With numberless other 
propositions equally plain and demonstrable. 1864 Bowen 
Logic xi. 374 Propositions are also said to be demonstrable, 
if they require or admit of proof. 

Hence Bemo’nstrableness *= D emon str ability. 

1675 J. Smith Chr. Relig. Appeal 1. 30 The irrefragable 
demonstrableness thereof. 2706 S. Clarke Evid. Nat. <$• 
Rev. Relig. 282 (L.) The natural demonstrableness both of 
the obligations and motives of morality. 

Demonstrably, adv. [f. prec. + -ly -.] 

1 . In a way which admits of demonstration ; so 
as to be demonstrable. 

1642 Chas- I Dectar. at York 11 June 6 Orders Evidently 
and Demonstrably contrary to all known Law and Reason. 
1659 Hammond On Ps . xxxiii. 7 Annot. 280 Demonstrably 
of a gibbous, circular form. 2732 Berkeley A Iciphr. vu. § x 
A thing demonstrably and palpably false, 2873 M. Arnold 
Lit. <5* Dogma (1876) 243 They were also demonstrably liable 
to commit mistakes in argument. 

2 . In the way of demonstration ; by demonstra- 
tion. 

1649 Jer. Taylor Gt. Exemp. 11. vi. 11 He who beleeves 
what is demonstrably proved, is forced by the demonstra- 
tion of his choice. 2754 Edwards Freed. Will 11. viii. 73 It 
will denionstrably follow, that the Acts of the Will are never 
contingent, or without Necessity. 2794 Sullivan View Nat. 
I. 7 6 The calcareous and volcanic matters found in them., 
prove it demonstrably. 

t Demcnastrance. Ohs. Also 5 -aunce. 
[a. OF. demonstrance (still in Cotgr.), orig. de- 
mustrance, demostrance , f. stem of L. dhnonstrant- 

em, pr. pple, of demonstrdre : see -ance.] 

1 . A showing forth or pointing out ; manifesta- 
tion, indication ; a sign. 

1430 Lydg. Citron. Troy iv. xxxv, A fynall demon- 
straunce Sothfast shewing, and signifyaunce [that] . . hap 
cf olde fortune, .might not contune. c 2430 — Min. Poems 
(1840) 60 (Matzn.) The bevenly signe makith demon- 
straunce How worldly tbynges goo forwarde. C1477 
Caxton Jason 27 b, They shewid him so many demon- 
straunces that he . . toke upon him the charge. 2482 — 
Godfrey 246 For demonstraunce that oure lord and his dere 
moder oure lady shold gyue to them vyctorye, (they] poke 
the baner of Tancre, and sette it on bye vpon the chirehe 
of oure lady. 1594 Carew Tasso (18811 12 He plain® de- 
monstrance gaue, Th' allowance longs to you, sole t’ adde 
I haue. 2627 Bp. M. Wren Serm. xx What demonstrance 
withall he must make of the same. 2704 D’Urfey Royal 
Converts 252 Blessings sublunary prove The kind demon- 
strances of Gracious Love. 

2 . Demonstration; proof. 

2482 Caxton Myrr. in. xviii. 175 In lyke wyse preuyd 
they.. by very demonstraunce and by reson, that the Sonne 
is gretter than alle therthe is. 2603 Holland Plutarch's 
Mor. 303 (R.) Good reasons and demonstrances of how 
many calamities peevish obstinacy is the cause. 2646 R. 
Junius Cnre^ Misprision (L.), If one or a few sinful! acts 
were a sufficient demonstrance of an hypocrite, what would 
become of all the elect? 

3 . Setting forth of a plaintiff’s case ; = Demon- 
stration 4. 

[229a Britton iii. xxvi. § 6 Par variaunce del bref et de 
la demoustraunce seroit le bref abatable,] 2625 Darcie 
A finales A iij [transl . from F r. ], The aduises and counsailes, 
the requests and demonstrances. ■ 

Demo'nstrant. [f. L. demonstrant-em, pr. 
pple. of demonstrdre *. see -ant.]. ..One who de- 
monstrates or takes part in a public demonstration. 

2868 Pall 'MallG* 18 Aug, 3 The demonstrants would, in 
.any case, have been obliged to seek shelter. 2887 Scott. 
Leader 14: Nov. 5 Mingling with the 'more respectable part 
of the' demonstrants are a great many roughs. ■ : . 
De*monstratalble, a. rare . [f. Demonstrate 

V. + -ABLE.] * DEMONSTBABLE. 

1865 Herschel in Fortn. Rev. July 440 (Origin of Force) 
It is a fact dynamically demonstratable. 

t Demonstrate, a. and sb. Ohs. [ad. L. 

. demonstrdt-us, pa, pple. of demonslrdre : see prec.] 
; Demonstrated. ' a. m pa* pple , ; '■ ' 

2572 Digges Pantom. iv. xxv. Ggb, Manyfolde mo. .pro- 
' portions than may. .(I will not saye be demonstrate, hut onely 
by Theorem es) be declared, 2605 Bacon A civ. Learn. 1. v. § 2 
1, he propqsitioiis of Euqlyde. .tm they bee demonstrate, they 


DEMONSTRATE, 


187 


DEMONSTRATIVE, 


seeme strange to our assent. 1671 True Nonconf. 305 , 1 have 
already demonstrat, in the second Dialogue, that [etc,]. 
1707 E. Ward H ud liras Rediv. 1. xv, Human knowledge 
first commences From Things demonstrate to our Senses, 
b. as adj. 

1509 Hawes Past. Pleas, vtn. viii, And by scripture wyll 
make demonstrate Outwardly accordynge to the thought. 
1632 Lithgow Trap. 1. 7 O ! a plaine demonstrate cause, 
and a good resolution. 

sb. A demonstrated proposition or truth. 

1655-60 Stanley Hist. Pkilos. (1701) 181/2 Of Analysis 
there are three kinds, one. .whereby we ascend by demon- 
strates, and subdemonstrates, to indemonstrable immediate 
propositions. 

Demonstrate (cUmp*nstr<?k, de*m$istr^t), v. 

[f. L. demonstrat-, ppl. stem of demonstrare to 
point out, show, prove, f. De- I. 3 + monstrdre to 
show, point out. For the shifting of the stress see 
Contemplate. Both pronunciations appear in 
Shaks.] 

fl. trans. To point out, indicate; to exhibit, 
set forth. Obs. Const, simple obj. or olj, clause . 
(So in the other trans. senses.) 

1552 Huloet, Demonstrate, indico , monstro. 1563 Shute 
A rckit. D ij b, In the which bod ye of the pedestall is demon- 
strated Ichnographia. 1599 Shaks. Hen. V,i v. ii. 54 Descrip- 
tion cannot sute.it selfe in words, To demonstrate the Lite 
of such a Battaile. a 1633 Austin Medit . (1635) 90 That the 
Starre stooped downe to Earth and sent forth, greater and 
clearer Beanies then before to demonstrate not onely the Place, 
but the very Child, 1650 Cromwell Let. 4 Sept., Coining to 
our quarters at night, and demonstrating our apprehensions 
to some of the colonels, they also cheerfully concurred. 1684 
R. H. School Recreat. 148 We come next to demonstrate the 
Time not proper, i. e. Unseasonable Angling, .is when [etc.]. 

f 2. To make known or exhibit by outward indi- 
cations ; to manifest, show, display. Obs. 

1599 A. M. tr. Gabelhouer's Ilk. Physicke 3x2/1 If. .it be 
the Canker, it will after the third time demonstrate it selfe 
with a little knobbe or tumor, 1600 Shaks. A. Y. L . hi. 
ii. 400 Euerie thing about you, demonstrating a carelesse 
desolation. 1634 Sir T. Herbert Trav. 157 They be very j 
apt on prompt occasions, to demonstrate valour and resolu- | 
tion. 1653 H. Cogan tr, Pinto's Trav. xxviii. in By this 
Figure these Idolaters would demonstrate that she was the 
Queen of the fiery sphear. 1734 tr. Rollings A nc. Hist. ( 1827) 

I, 99 No people ever demonstrated such extent of genius. 
1803 Wellington in Owen Desp. 224 His Highness has de- 
monstrated the most implicit confidence in the protection of 
the British power. 

b. To express (one’s feelings) demonstratively. 
1855 Thackeray Ncwcomcs II. 339 Paul was a personage 
who demonstrated all his sentiments, and performed his 
various parts in life with the greatest vigour. 

3. To describe and explain by help of a specimen 
or specimens, or by experiment, as a method of 
teaching a science, e.g. anatomy, chemistry ; also 
absol. to teach as a demonstrator. 

1683 Robinson in Ray’s C or r, (1848)133 Monsieur Tourne- 
fort, a Languedoc man . . demonstrates now the plants in 
the King’s Garden here. 1856 Dove Logic Chr. Faith Introd. 
§2.2 note, The anatomist demonstrates, when he points out 
matters of fact cognisable by the senses, a 1859 De Quincey 
in H, A. Page Life (1877) II. xx. 307 They will do me too 
much honour by ‘ demonstrating ' on such a crazy body as 
mine. 

4. To show or make evident by reasoning ; to 
establish the truth of (a proposition, etc.) by a 
process of argument or deduction ; to prove beyond 
the possibility of doubt. 

1571 Digges Pantom. 1. xx. F iij b, This Lemma . . or 
proposition I minde to demonstrate. 1646 Sir T. Browne 
Pseud. lip. 1. ix, Archimedes demonstrates .. that the pro- 
portion of the Diameter unto the Circumference is as 7 
almost unto 22. 1691 Ray Creation (1701) 43 The best 

medium we have to demonstrate the Being of a Deity. 
2754 Sherlock Disc. (1759) I. iv, 153 Few Workmen can de- 
monstrate the mechanic Powers of the Instruments they 
use. 1814 DTsraeu Quarrels Aut/i.(iZ6j) 355 What others 
conjectured, and some discovered, Harvey demonstrated. 
i860 Tyndall Glac. 11. xxx. 404 The existence of this state 
of strain may be demonstrated, 
b. absol. 

1604 Shaks. Oth. m. Hi. 431 This may belpe to thicken 
other proofes, That do demonstrate thinly. 1669 Gale Crt. 
Gentiles 1. Introd. 4 A Mathematician, whose office it is 
to demonstrate. 1867 J. Martinkau Ess. II, 46 Euclid 
had to demonstrate before there could be a philosophy of 
geometry. 

C. Of things : To prove. 

1601 Shaks. AUs Well 1. ii, 47 A copie to these yonger 
times ; Which followed well, would demonstrate them now 
But goers backward, 1802 Pa ley Nat. Theol. iii. (1819' 18 
It is a matter which experience and observation demonstrate. 
i860 Tyndall Glac. n.xvii. 324 The erevassing of the eastern 
side of the glacier . . does not . . demonstrate its slower motion. 

5. intr. To make a military demonstration ; to 
make or take part in a public demonstration. 

1827 Examiner 297/1 The Spanish army has been so long 
allowed to demonstrate on the Portuguese frontier. 1882 
Blackw. Mag.] uly 13 There is not water enough for us to 
go and demonstrate inside the bay. 18S8 Bryce Amer. 
'Commix. II, m. lxxiii. 604 The habit of demonstrating with 
bands and banners and emblems. 

f b. trans. {causal.) Obs. rare t *. 

1803 Nelson in. Nicolas Desp. V. 71 , 1 have demonstrated 
the Victory off Brest, and am now going to seek the Admiral 
in the ocean.' 

Hence Demonstrated ppl. a., Demonstratedly 
adv.. Demonstrating’ vbl. sb, and ppl. a. 

1650 B. Discolliminiwn 20 There are demonstrating and 
determining Providences. 1676 Newton in Phil. Trans. 


XI. 703 To examine a demonstrated proposition. 1678 Cud- 
worth Intell. Syst. 145 (R. ) A clear foundation for the de- 
monstrating of a Deity distinct from the corporeal world. 
x88x Froude High Ch. Revival , Short Stud. Ser. iv. {1883) 
213 A holy life, it was demonstratedly plain to me, was no 
monopoly of the sacramental system. 1888 Daily Nevus 
4 June 3/1 Demonstrating bodies from all parts of London 
. .assembled on the Embankment. 

Demonstration (dem^nstr^’jbn). [ad. L. 
demonstration-em , n. of action from demonstrare 
to Demonstrate : perh. immed. a. F. demonstra- 
tion ( 14 th c. in Oresme), a refashioning of OF. 
demustreison, - aison , intermediate form demon - 
stroison . ] 

1 1. The action of showing forth or exhibiting ; 
making known, pointing out ; exhibition, mani- 
festation ; also an instance of this. Obs. 

1393 Gower Conf. II. 368 By demonstration The man was 
founde with the good. 24. . Epiph. in Tundale's Vis. 117 
Of a schynyng by demonstracyon Is fanos seyd. ^ 1530 
Palsgr. 146 Of adverbes..Some betoken demonstration & 
serve to shewe or poynt to a dede. 1568 Grafton Chron. 
II. 172 For the open apparaunce, and demonstracion of this 
godly Concorde, a 1633 W. Austin Medit. (1635)177 Christ 
preaching to save him [St. Thomas], .shewes himselfe (by 
demonstration) unto him. 1668 R. Wallis {titled. Room 
for the Cobler of Gloucester and his Wife, with Several 
Cartloads of Abominable, Irregular, Pitiful, Stinking Priests, 
also a Demonstration of their Calling. 

b. Outward exhibition of feeling. 

_ 1873 H. Spencer Stud. Social, xv. 358 Demonstration, be 
it in movements that rise finally to spasms and contortions, 
or be it in sounds that end in laughter and shrieks and 
groans. 

j* c. That by which something is shown or made 
known ; an illustration ; a sign, indication. Obs. 
1559 W. Cunningham Cosmogr. Glasse Pref. A vj b, Divisinge 
sundry newe Tables, Pictures, demonstrations and prae- 
ccptes. 1563 Shute Archit. Bija, Makynge demonstra- 
tions to a L&tine worke with Greke letters. 2684 R. H. 
School Recreat. 130 Cock Fighting. .A Scarlet Head is a 
Demonstration of Courage, but a Pale and Wan of Faint- 
ness. .[These qualities] are Demonstrations of Excellency 
and Courage. 

2. A display, show, manifestation, exhibition, ex- 
pression. f a. absol. (obs.) ; b. with of. 

a. 3556 Anrelio # Isab. (1608) C, With my tormented 
demonstrations and great boldnes.,1 overcame hir. 163a 
J. Hayward tr, Biondi’s Eromena 136 Beleeving those 
affectionate-seeming demonstrations to be really true. 1653 
H. Cogan tr. Pinto's Trav. iv. xi We gave them a great 
peal of Ordnance. -beating our Drums, and sounding our 
Trumpets, to the end that by these exterior demonstrations 
they might conclude we regarded not the Turks awhit. 

b. 1605 Shaics. Lear iv. iii. 12 Did your letters pierce 
the queen to any demonstration of grief? 1769 Robertson 
Ckas. V, II. iv. 252 Great were the outward demonstrations 
of love and confidence between the two Monarchs. 1855 
Prescott Philip //, I. ii. 14 She seemed to think any de- 
monstration of suffering a weakness. 

8 . The action or process of demonstrating or 
making evident by reasoning ; the action of prov- 
ing beyond the possibility of doubt by a process of 
argument or logical deduction or by practical 
proof; clear or indubitable proof; also (with pi.) 
an argument or series of propositions proving an 
asserted conclusion. 

To demonstration : to the certainty of a demonstrated and 
indisputable fact ; conclusively. 

c 1386 Chaucer Sojnpn. T. 516 In ars metrik schal her no 
man fynde . . of such a questioun Who schulde make a de- 
mcnstracioun. 1353 Eden Treat . New Ind. To Rdr. (Arb.) 
10 Most certayne and apparente demonstracions of Geome- 
try e. 1563 Man Musculus' Conimonpl. 141 a, Not meete for 
any wise body to beleue the word of matters vnknowen, set 
forth without any Syllogisticall demonstration. ,1650 T. 
Rudd Tract. Geom. Biv, A Hundred Questions with their 
Solutions and Demonstrations. 2690 Locke Hum. Und. 
iv. ii. (1695) 305 Those intervening Ideas, which serve to 
shew the agreement of any two others, are called^ Proofs ; 
and where the agreement, or disagreement is by this means 
plainly and clearly perceived, it is called Demonstration, it 
being shewn to the Understanding, and the Mind made see 
that it is so. 1730 Southall Bugs 25 ’Tis apparent to a 
Demonstration, that from every Pair.. about two hundred 
Eggs, .are produced.. 1876 J evons Elem. Logic (1880) 335 
A demonstration is either Direct or Indirect. In the latter 
case we prove the conclusion by disproving the contra- 
dictory, or shewing that the conclusion cannot he supposed 
untrue, 1878 Bosw. Smith Carthage 236 He proved to 
demonstration the soundness of the judgment he had formed. 

b. That which serves as proof or evidence ; an 
indubitable proof. 

c 1374 Chaucer Boeth. n. iv. 44 It ha]? ben shewid and proued 
by fill manye demonstraciouns as I woot wel j?at J? e soules of 
men nemowen nat dien in nowise. 1659 Vulgar Errors 
Cens. 31 The Circulation of the Blood is a Demonstration of 
an Eternal! Being. 1696 tr, Du Mont's Voy. Levant 18 
Found nothing. , but a Book of Psalms, which was a suffi- 
cient Demonstration . , that I had been a Hugonot. 1726 
Adv. Capt. R. Boyle 269 Told me.. I should have Demon- 
stration of her Infidelity. 2804 Wellington in Owen Desp. 
630 Additional demonstrations of those views have appeared 
since the renewal of the war. 

4. Rom. Law. The statement of the cause of 
action by the plaintiff in presenting his case. 

2864 J. N. Pomeroy Introd. Munic. Law 1. ii. 107 The 
formula commenced with a part called .. Demonstration 
(demonstratio) which contained a short statement of the 
plaintiff’s cause of action. 2880 Muirhead Gains iv. § 40 
The demonstracion is that part of the formula which is 
inserted at the outset on purpose to show what is the matter 
In dispute. 


5. The exhibition and explanation of specimens 
and practical operations, as a method of instruction 
in a science or art, esp. in anatomy. Also attrib. , 

1807 Med. JrrtL XVII. 95 Mr. Taunton will resume his 
Winter Course of Lectures and Demonstrations on Anatomy,: 
Physiology, Pathology, and Surgery. 1832 Examiner 395/1 
On Monday there was a demonstration on the viscera by 
Mr. Grainger. 1883 Longman's Notes on Bks , yi. 204 
(Bucktons Food 4 Home Cookery ), The course consists of 
fifteen lessons, twelve to be given by demonstration followed 
by practice , . Every girf who attends the whole course will 
have twelve Demonstration and fourteen Practice lessons. 
Mod. Miss H. will give a Cookery Demonstration. 

6 . Mil. A show of military force or of offensive 
movement; esp. in the course of active hostilities 
to engage the enemy’s attention while other opera* 
tions are going on elsewhere, or in time of peace 
to indicate readiness for active hostilities. 

1835 Burnes Trav. Bokhara{t&. 2) III. 265 He made last 
year a demonstration against Julalabad, a district between 
Cabool and Peshawur. 1853 Sir H, Douglas Milit. 
Bridges (ed. 3) 205 Prince Eugene .. made demonstrations 
to attack the post of Masi, and to cross the Adige to 
Badia .. [He] continued his demonstrations at Masi, until 
he heard that Colonel Batt6 had succeeded in throwing 50b 
men across the river. 2862 Lo. Brougham Brit. Const, xiii. 
178 The Barons having, by an armed demonstration, com- 
pelled the King to allow the appointment. 

7. A public manifestation, by a number of persons, 
of interest in some public question, or sympathy 
with some political or other cause ; usually taking 
the form of a procession and mass-meeting. 

1839 Britannia in Spirit Metropol. Conserv. Press ( 2840) 

I. 421 Whig emissaries have been employed to get up what, 
in their own conventional cant, they call a demonstration, 
to mark the national joy [etc.]. 1861 Sat. Rev. 22 June 630 
Then, besides ‘ovations’, there are ‘demonstrations’, the 
Q. E. D. of which is not al way s_ very easy to see. We read 
how the students of such an University ‘made a demonstra- 
tion This we believe means, in plain English, that the 
students kickedup a row. 2884 Chr. World 26 Oct. 781/x 
The demonstration of demonstrations took place on Saturday 
at Chatsworth, when, .about 80,000 people came together. 

Demonstrational (-^-Jsnal), a. [f. prec. + 
-AL ] Of or pertaining to demonstration, 

1866 Pall Mall G. 1 Dec. 23 A leaning to the demonstra- 
tional view both of literature and oratory. 1886 Gurney 
Phantasms of Living II. 3 [It] connects the sleeping and 
the waking phenomena in their theoretic and psychological 
aspects, it - .separates them in their demonstrational aspect. 

t Bemonstra*tioner. Obs. rare -K [f. as 
prec. + -er.] One who favours or practises demon- 
stration. 

1589 Almond for Parrat 15 Your olde soaking Demon- 
strationer, that hath scrapte vp such a deale of Scripture to 
so lyttle purpose. 

Demonstrationist (-^i-Jbnist). [f. as prec. 
+ -1ST.] One who takes part in a demonstration. 
1871 Echo 25 Aug., A riot between the Orangemen and the 
demonstrationists is considered likely. 1890 Times 28 Jan, 
5/3 Demonstrationists nowadays dislike wet weather. 

Demonstra'tiossizej [See -ize.] intr. 
To make a public demonstration. 

Hence Demonstra* lionizing vbl. sb. 

1882 St. fames' s Gaz. 28 June, The history of our recent 
demonstrationizings. 

Demonstrative (dzm^'nstrativ), a. and sb. 
In 5 -if. [a. F. demonstratif -ive ( 14 th c. in 
Hatzf.), ad. L . demonstrativ-us, f. ppl. stem of L. 
dhnonstrare : see -ive.] 

1. Having the function or quality of clearly 
showing, exhibiting, or indicating; making evi* 
dent; illustrative. 

Demonstrative legacy', see quot. 1892. 

1530 Palsgr. 309/2 Demonstratyfe, demonsiratif. 1551 
T. Wilson Logike (1580) 27 b, A demonstrative, or shewyng 
reduction. 16x6 R. Waller in Listnore Papers (2887) Ser. 

II. II. 19 Some demonstrative token proportionable to the 
large favor wherwithall you haue vouchsafed to giue me. 
a 1700 Drydkn tj.), Painting is necessary to all other arts, 
because of the need which they have of demonstrative 
figures, which often give more light to the understanding 
than the clearest discourses. 189* Goodeve Mod. Law of 
Real Prop. 394 A demonstrative legacy is one which is in 
its nature a general legacy, but is directed by the testator to 
be paid out of a particular fund. 

2. Rhet. Setting forth or describing with praise 
or censure. 

1553 T. Wilson Rhet. 6 b, The oracion demonstratiue 
standeth either in praise or dispraise of some one man, or of 
some one thyng. 1576 Fleming Panopl. Epist.fLfit. A, An 
epistle demonstrative consisteth in these two points, namely, 
commendation and dispraise, a 1677 Barrow Pope's Sufrem. 
(1687) 72 Eloquent men do never more exceed jn them indul- 
gence to fancy, than in the demonstrative kind .. in their 
commendations of persons, 1783 H. Blair Rhetoric xxvii. 
II. 46 The chief subjects of Demonstrative Eloquence, were 
Panegyrics, Invectives, Gratulatory and Funeral Orations. 

3. Gram. Serving to point out or indicate the 
particular thing referred to : applied esp. to certain 
adjectives (often used pronominally) having this 
function. 

Demonstrative root ', a linguistic root which appears to 
have had no other signification than that, of pointing to 
a near or remote object, as the if- in Sanskrit tat, tada, Gr. 
to, rore, L. tarn, tunc, or its Teutonic representative p, th, 
in the, then, there. 

1520 Wkitinton Vulg. (1527) 5 b, Whan a nowne demon- 
strative is referred to y* hole sentence folowynge. . 1530 
Palsgr. Introd. 29 Pronownes demonstratyves they have 
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but tlire il, le and on or ten. 1668 Wilkins Real Char. m. 
ii. § 3, 305 As this or that man or book, .in these cases the 
Pronouns are commonly called Demonstrative. 1835 Mrs. 
Marcet Mary's Gram . it. ix. 250 When we use the demon- 
strative pronoun, it seems as if we were pointing our finger 
to show the things we were speaking of, X8S5TYLOR Early 
Hist. Man. iv. 61 The demonstrative roots, a small class of 
independent radicals. 189a Davidson Heb. Gram. (ed. 30) 
81 The letter n, having demonstrative force, is often inserted. 

4. That shows or makes manifest the truth or exist- 
ence of anything ; serving as conclusive evidence. 

<71386 CHAVCEnSompn. T. s64Yeshul seen. . By preeue which 
that is demonstratif, That equally the soun of it. wol wende 
. ,vn*to the spokes ende. 1570-6 Lambarde Peramb. Kent 
(1826) 301 The vertue of holy water (in putting the Divell to 
flight) was confirmed at Motindene by a demonstrative 
argument. 1647. N. Bacon Disc. Govt. Eng. 1. iii. (1739' 5 
The first of which is cried down by many demonstrative 
instances. x6gx Ray Creation ( 1714) 18 A demonstrative proof 
..of the fecundity of His wisdom and Power. 1807 G. 
Chalmers Caledonia 1, 1. iv. 1x7 These military works, .are 
equally demonstrative of their skill, and creditable to their 
perseverance. 1855 Ess. Intuit. Mor. ii. 43 Another point 
..demonstrative of God’s providence. 

5. That serves to demonstrate logically; belong- 
ing to logical demonstration. 

J477 Earl Rivers (Caxton) Dictes 124 Galyen .. in hys 
youth he desired greetly to knowe the science demonstratiue. 
xgSx Mulcaster Positions xli. (1887) 244 Logicke, for her 
demonstratiue part, plaieth the Grammer to the Mathe- 
maticalles. 1624 De Lawne tr. Du Moulin $ Logick 163 
A demonstrative Syllogisme as that which prooveth that the 
attribute of the conclusion is truely attributed unto the 
subject. 1736 Butler Anal. Introd. Wks. (1874) I. 1 
Probable evidence is essentially distinguished from demon- 
strative by this, that it admits of degrees. 1864 Bowen 
Logic ii. 34 Logic, as it proceeds from axiomatic principles, 

. . is a purely demonstrative science. 

6. Characterized or produced by demonstration ; 
evident or provable by demonstration. 

x6i2 T. Wilson Chr. Diet., To bee infallibly assured of a 
thing, by demonstratiue certainety. 1665 Sir T. Herbert 
Trav. (1677) 188 ’Tis demonstrative that salt waters have 
much more heat than fresh waters have. 1798 Malthus 
Popul. (1878) 295 It is a demonstrative truth. 1863 Mrs. C. 
Clarke Y/hz&s-. Char. iv. 106 We have passed into an age 
of practicality and demonstrative knowledge. 

7. Given to, or characterized by, outward exhibi- 
tion or expression (of the feelings, etc.). 

1819 Metropolis III. 252 Nb fulsomeness of public and 
demonstrative tenderness, on his part, ever puts me to the 
blush. 1832 Examiner 241/2 The middle party in the 
House have been sufficiently demonstrative of their purposes. 
3863 Mrs, C. Clarke Shahs. Char. v. 124 The demonstra- 
tive gratitude of his heart. 1872 Darwin Emotions xi. 265 
Englishmen are much less demonstrative than the men of 
most other European nations. 

8. That teaches a science by the exhibition and 
description of examples or experiments, rare. Cf. 
Demonstrator 2 . 

1814 Philos. Mag. XLIV. 305 (title) Demonstrative Course 
of Lectures on Drs. Gall and Spurzheim’s Physiognomonical 
System. 

B. sb. Gram. A demonstrative adjective or pro- 
noun.' 

1530 Palsgr. 75 Demonstratives simple is only ce. 1591 
Percivall Sp. Diet. Biva, Of pronounes.. some are called 
demonstratiues, because they shew a thing not spoken of 
before. 1833 M '’Henry Span. Gram. 42 Possessives and 
demonstratives are used in Spanish both as adjectives and 
as pronouns. 1875 R. Morris Eng. Gram. (1S77J 1x4 The 
Demonstratives are ike, that, this, suck, so, same, yon. 

Demonstratively, adv. [f. prec. + ~ly 2 .] 
In a demonstrative manner. 

fl. In a manner that points out, shows, or ex- 
hibits ; so as to indicate clearly or plainly. Obs. 

1571 Golding Calvin on Ps, Hi. 9 The adverb behold is 
taken here demonstratively as if David shuld bring forth 
upon a stage the miserable end that remayneth for the 

f roud despysers of God. 1676 Moxon Print Lett. 52 The 
.etters . . are . . demonstratively laid down on the Plain, 
1677 Hale/VzVw. Orig. Man. 11. iv, 152 The new discoveries 
of Stars and Asterisms . . by the help of the Telescope, 
demonstratively and to the sense. 

2. In a way that makes manifest, establishes, or 
proves the truth or existence of anything ; spec, by 
logical demonstration. 

1384 Fenner Def. Ministers (1587) 63 What soeuer bee 
demonstratiuelie concluded out of the Scriptures. 1678 
Cudworth Intel!. Syst. 234 Able to discourse Demonstra- 
tively concerning the same. 1772 Svvinton in Phil. Trans. 
LXIII. 214 As I have elsewhere demonstratively proved. 
.1885 Manch. Exam. 22 June 5/4 The thin^ can be done . . 
as . . Pel has demonstratively shown. 

1*3. With clear or convincing evidence, conclu- 
sively, Obs. 

*646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. 39 Plato and Aristotle . . 
demonstrati vely^ understanding the simplicity of perfection, 
and the indivisible condition of the first causator. 1764 
Warburton Lett.^iZog) 353, 1 was as demonstratively certain 
of the Author, as if I had stood behind him. 

4. With strong outward exhibition of feeling. 

1871 Holme. Lee Miss Barrington I, x. 149 Met them with 
a demonstratively agreeable air, and tried to engage them, 
m talk. 

Demonstrativeness. [f. as prec. + -ness.] 
The quality of being demonstrative. 
a 1660 Hammond Wks. II. iv. 178 iR.) [It] supersedes all 
demonstrativeness of proof from this text for the criminous- 
ness of will-worship. 1664 H. More Myst. Img.xil. 40 Nor 
can the demonstrativeness of this Reason be eluded, 3863 
J. C. Morison St. Bernard n. i. 183 There was no. .weak, 
undisciplined demonstrativeness in their joy. 
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Bemonstrat or (de'mpnstrifitaj). [ad. L. de- 
monstrator, agent-11, from denionsirdre to Demon- 
strate ; partly after F. dfmonstrateur , 14th c. in 
Hatzf. (So pronounced by Smart 1836 ; Walker 
gave demo'nslrator in the general sense, demon- 
strator in the technical.')] 

1 . One who or that which demonstrates, points 
out, or proves. 

x6xx Cotgr., Demonstrateur, a demonstrator; one that 
euidently shewes, plainely declares, perspicuously deliuers 
things. 1666 J. Smith Old Age 66 (T.) The instruments of 
them both are the best demonstrators of human strength. 
1775 Johnson Tax. no Tyr. 2 The demonstrator will find, 
after an operose deduction, that he lias been trying to make 
that seen which can be only felt. 1825 Coleridge Aids 
Ref. (1848) I. 140 In all these demonstrations the demon- 
strators presuppose the idea or conception of a God. 

2 . One who exhibits and describes specimens, or 
performs experiments, as a method of teaching a 
science ; an assistant to a professor of science, who 
does the practical work with the students. 

1684 Ray Corn. (1848)139 [A book] to facilitate the learning 
of plants, if need be, without a guide or demonstrator. 1758 
J. S. Le D van's Observ. Surg. Introd. 11771 ; 5 Six Demon- 
strators in Surgery, at the Amphitheatre of St. Cosme. 1792 
A, Young Trav. France 137 Mr. Willemet, who is demon- 
strator of botany, shewed me the botanical garden. 1887 
Men of the Time 234 He [Sir Andrew Clark] was demonstra- 
tor of anatomy to Dr. Robert Knox. 

3 . One who takes part in a public demonstration. 

1870 Daily News o Oct., Another demonstration took 

place to urge the Government not to make peace .. An 
evasive answer was given to these demonstrators. 3890 
Times 13 Feb. 5/2 The demonstrators, .assembled in front of 
the statue of H enry IV, in order to place a wreath on it. 

4 . ‘ ‘1 he index-finger ’. Syd. Soc. Lex. 

Hence Be-monstra^torsMp, the office or position 
of a scientific demonstrator. 

1870 Athenaeum 14 May 642 A Syndicate .. recommended 
the establishment of a Professorship and Demonstratorship 
of Experimental Physics. 

Bemo*nstratory, a. [ad. L. demonstrator!- 
us (Isidore), f. demonstrator', see -ory.] That 
has the property of demonstrating. 

1727 Bailey vol. II, Demonstratory , belonging to demon- 
stration. 18x7 Colebrooke A Igebra xxvi, The gloss of Ran- 
ganatha on the Vasana, or demonstratory annotations of 
Bhdscara. x88o Muirhead Gains iv. § 60 The matter in 
dispute is first set forth in a demonstratory manner. 
Demoxjt, obs. form of Demount, q.v. 
Ue-mOM rgist. rare. [f. Gr. type * 3 cu/iof- 
ovpybs demon-working + -1ST. Cf, metallurgist , 
etc.] One who practises magic by the help of 
demons. So De*monurgy, the practice of magic 
by the help of demons. 

1797 W. Taylor in Monthly Rev. XXIV. 509 Agrippa and 
his friends had a taste for the occult sciences, for alchemy, 
divination, dsemonurgy, and astrology. 1798 Ibid. XXV. 502 
Daemonurgists and other professors of occult science. 

Bemonymic (dfrnp t ni:mik), a. and sb. [f. Gr. 
877/ios people, Deme + -qjwjxucos adj. formative, f. 
ovopa name: cf. patronymic.'] adj. Named from 
the deme. sb. The name (of an Athenian citizen) 
according to the deme to which he belonged. 

1893 J. E. Sandys A risiotle's 'hQm>auov IloAcma txo The 
demonymic of the former would he V 0a8ev ; of the latter 
Qif)Uev. 

Demoore, obs. form of Demur v. 

Bemoplul' (drm<?fil). [mod. f. Gr. firjp-Qs 
people + (pi\os friend.] A friend of the people. 

1884 Hunter & Whyte My Ducats xxvii. (1885) 426 
A man may be a democrat without being a demophile. 

' Hence DemopMlism. 

1871 Ld. Houghton in Life (1890} II. xvii. 253 A demon 
not of demagoguism, but of demophilism. 1893 P. Milyoukov 
in A tkenmum x July 27/2 A. vague interest in the lives and 
habits of the masses, a sort of archaeological demophilism. 

Demoi\e, Demorage, etc., obs. ff. Demur, De- 
murrage, etc. 

Demoralization ( d /m/nrabi2<? -Jon). [f. next 
+ -ation : so mod.F. demoralisation, admitted by 
the Acad, 1878.] The action of demoralizing ; the 
state or fact of being demoralized. 

1809 Southey in^ Q. Rev. II. 115 It would fibe easy to 
shew, .that the religion of the Koran necessarily produces 
this demoralization. 1877 Daily News 5 Nov. 5/5 rtis army 
is in a state of utter demoralisation and disorganization* 

/, Demoralize (dimp'rahiz), v. [a. F. demoral- 
ise- r (f. De- II. 1 + Moral a. + -ize\ a word of 
the French Revolution, condemned by Laharpe, 
admitted by the Acad. 1 798.] 

1 . trans. To corrupt the morals or moral prin- 
ciples of ; to deprave or pervert morally. 

c 1793 Webster In Lyell Trav. N. A mer. I. 65 When . . 
Noah Webster . . was asked how many new words he had 
coined, he replied only ‘to demoralize’, and that not in his 
dictionary, hut long before in a pamphlet published in 
the last century [about 1793]. 1808 Southey Lett. (1856) 

II. X05 One of the worst principled men who ever lent his 
aid to debase, demoralize, and debilitate human nature. 
1874 Morley Compromise (1886) y 02 People . . demoralised 
by the habit of looking at society exclusively from the 
juridical point of view. 

b. To deprive (a thing) of its moral influence or 
effectiveness. : 

1869 Spectator 24 July 863 In a case where this sort of 


protestation of innocence, —tending to demoralize the 
gallows,— appeals to the passions of the people. 

2 . To lower or destroy the power of bearing up 
against dangers, fatigue, or difficulties (F. le moral ; 
see Morale) : applied esp. to an army or a people 
under arms ; also transf. to take from anything its 
firmness, staying power, etc. 

1848 Gallenga Italy II. ii. 39 Foscolo was Intended for 
a man of action and strife : ease and fortune unnerved and 
demoralised him. 1874 Green Short Hist. vi. §1. 270 The 
long series of English victories had . . demoralized the French 
soldiery. 1894 Daily News 2 J une 3/7 The market became 
demoralized owing to foreign advices, heavy liquidations, 
foreign selling, and better crop news. 

Hence Demo*ralized, Demo*ralizing pph adjs. 
1808 Crit. Rev. Aug. (T.j, The pernicious influence of 
their demoralizing creed. 1817 J. Scott Paris Revisit. 
(ed. 4)401 The demoralized state of the public character. 
1871 Morley Voltaire. (1886) 133 Miracles . . have neces- 
sarily a very demoralising effect. 

Demoralizer (dzin^rrabizsi). [f. prec. + -er.] 
A person or thing that demoralizes. 

x88x Voice (N.Y.) 25 Aug. 1 It [rum traffic] is the general 
demoralizer. 1892 Catholic News 8 Oct, p. vi/6 Licenced 
demoralizers surrounded by admiring crowds. 

Bemoranee, -aunce, Demore : see Demur- 
range, Demur. 

Demorlayk : see Demerlayk Obs., magic. 

It Demos (drinks). Occas. demits ,pl. -1 [a. Gr. 
^Tjfios district, people.] 

1 . One of the divisions of ancient Attica; » 
Deme 2 i. 

1776 R. Chandler Trav. Greece 19 (Stanford) A demos or 
borough-town. Ibid. 36 Hipparchus erected them in the 
demi or borough-towns. 

2 . The people or commons of an ancient Greek 
state, esp. of a democratic state, such as Athens ; 
hence, the populace, the common people : often 
personified. 

1831 West in. Rev. Jan. 245 The aristocracy have had 
their long and disastrous day; it is now the time of. the 
Demos. 1847 Grote Greece 11. xxxvi, The self-acting Demos 
assembled in the Pnyx. x88S Ten nyson Cockshy Hall Sixty 
Yrs, After . 90 Celtic Demos rose a Demon, shriek’d and 
slaked the light with blood. 

Demosthenic (dempsjemik), a. [ad. Gr. 
Er}f.iaaQwuc~i,$.] Of or pertaining 10 Demosthenes, 
the great Athenian orator; resembling Demosthenes 
or his style of oratory. So also Bemos-tliene'an 
[cf. Gr, A 7 jpoa 6 iu€i< s ] , Demosstlie-nia n adjs. 

1846 Worcester cites Black™. Mag, for Demosthenic. 
1874 Mahaffy Soc. Life Greece xi. 343 The Demosthenic 
public. 1880 M Carthy Own Times III. xlvi. 406 Some 
critics found fault with Lord Palmerston for having spoken 
of Cobden's as ‘ Demosthenic eloquence '. 1882 A thenmtm 
19 Aug. 244/3 The reviewer considers that pamphlets such as 
the * D rapier Letters ’ and the * Conduct of the Allies * are 
‘ Demosthenian in style and method \ 

Bemot [a. Gr. Sijpqt-tjs one of the 

(same) dome. f. A^osDeme 2 , people, etc.] A mem- 
ber of a Greek deme, 

1847 Grote Hist. Greece 11. xxxi. IV. 180 The inscription 
of new citizens took place at the assembly of the demats. 

Demotic (dzm^tik), a, [ad. Gr. brjporucLs 
popular, plebeian, common, democratic, f. typoTijs 
one of the people (the deme'.] 

1 . Of or belonging to the people : spec, the dis- 
tinctive epithet of the popular form of the ancient 
Egyptian written character (as distinguished from 
the hieratic , of which it was a simplification) : 
called also enchorial. Also absot. *■ The demotic 
character or script. 

1822 Q. Rev. XXVIII. 189T0 prove, that neither the hieratic 
or sacerdotal , nor the demotic or vulgar, writing is alphabetic. 
x88o Sayce in Nature XXI. 380 The only change undergone 
by Egyptian writing was the invention of a running-hand, 
which in its earlier and simpler form is called hieratic, ana 
in its later form demotic. 

2 . In general sense : Of, pertaining or proper to, 
the common people ; popular, vulgar. Somewhat 
rare. 

3831 Syd. Smith Wks. (1859) H, 220/1. Demotic habits will 
be more common in a country where the rich are forced to 
court the poor for political power, 1872 O. W. Holmes 
Poet Break/, d. via, (1885) 189 The one . . does what in de- 
motic phrase is called the ‘sarsing ' x8Sx Times 26 Apr. 4/1 
There is nothing in the .position' 'that the .demotic mind can 
apprehend. ■ 

Demount, V. Also 6 Sc. demont. [ad. F. 
dimonter ; cf. Dismount.] 
fl. intr. To dismount. Obs. 

' ^B.bEr.LENDEN Livy 361 Gam.) All horsmen ...demont 
haistilie fra' thare hors,' 

■'2 mnee-wd . ' | f. De- 4 Mount v.~\ To 'descend.. 

3837^ Carlyle Ft. Rev. % 11. vi, Beautiful invention ; 
mounting heavenward, so beautifully .. Well if it do not, 
Pilatre-like, explode; and demount all the more tragically! 
Demour, -oyre. Demo ur age, -ance : see 
Demur, Demurrage, -ance, 

[Demple: app. scribal error for kemple * 
Cample v. to wrangle, sb. wordy conflict, wrangling, 
'■ Z1330 R. Brunne Ckron. (xBio) 196 (Petyt MS. If, 353 b) 
be maister of [>e Temple com.procu.rana pes. No more of 
: pis to demple, tak J>at pat $e first ches, . Lambeth 'MS, X3X 
p. 130 No more of. this comple, tak Fat Fat je first chees.] ■ ; 

Benipne, obs, form of Damn. 
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Dempster (de-mPstai). Forms: 4 demstere, 
demestre, -ter(e, demisfcer(e, (demmepster, 
demaistre), 4, 7 demster, 6 demstar, 4, 8-9 
dempster. See also Deemster. [ME. demestre, 
in form fem. of denier e , Deemer, judge : see -steu. 
The root- vowel was originally long ; cf. the modem 
form Deemster, used in the Isle of Man; but in 
general use it was shortened at an early date in 
consequence of the elision of the short vowel of the 
second syllable, and the collocation of consonants 
in demstre ; whence the forms demster, dempster. 
Dempster is also a surname.] 
fl. A judge. Obs. 

a 1300 Cursor M. 5585 (Cott.) Prist and demmepster sai i 
{v. rr. demestre, demister, domesman]. Ibid. 7005 Aioth was 
|>an }?e dempster [v. rr. demester, demister]. Ibid. 22920 
[He] sal cum befor J?e demstere [v. rr, demestere, demistere, 
demester] ? c 1320 A nticrist 5 50 F for drednes o j?at demster. 
b. for Deemster 2. (/. of Man.) 

1823 Scott P ever it xv, One of the dempsters at the time, 
f 2, In Scotland, formerly : ‘ The officer of a 
court who pronounced doom or sentence definitively 
as directed by the clerk or judge * (Jamieson). 

15x3-75 Diurn. Occurrents (1833) 117 [They] creatit bail- 
lies, serjantis, clerkis, and demstans. 1752 Louthian Form 
of Process 57 The sentence is read by the clerk to the 
Demster, and the Demster repeats the same to the pannel. 
1753 Stewart's Trial 283 The court proceeded to give judg- 
ment ; which, being written down in the book, and signed 
by the whole judges, was read by the clerk, and, in the 
usual manner, repeated pronounced by the dempster to the 
pannel as follows. 1825 Jamieson Diet. s.v., As the repeti- 
tion of the sentence after the judge has been of late years 
discontinued, the office of Dempster in the Court [Edin- 
burgh] is also laid aside. 

Hence f Be'mpstery, demstary, the office of 
dempster. 

1551 Aberdeen. Reg. V. 21 (Jam.) The office of demstary. 
Dempt, obs. pa. t. and pa. pple. of Deem v. 

+ Be*mptioiL Obs. rare ~ l . [ad. L. demption- 
em, n. of action f. demere to take away.] The action 
of taking away or suppressing. 

1552 IIuloet, Colysion, abiection, contraction, or demption 
of a vowel . .sympkonesis. 

+ Demulce (d/mz>*ls), V. Obs. [ad. L. demulce - 
re to stroke down, to soothe caressingly, f. De- 1 . 1 
+ mulcere to soothe.] trans. To soothe or mollify 
(a person ) ; to soften or make gentle. Formerly 
said also of soothing medicines : cf. Demulcent. 

1530 Elyot Gov. i, xx. ( \init .), Wherwith Saturne was 
eftsones demulced and appaysed. 1656 Baxter Ref. Pastor 
301 As Seneca saith to demulce the angry. 1684 tr. Bonet's 
Merc. Corn pit. xix. 690 Nervine Medicines .. demulce the 
Part, and take away the preternatural acrimony. 1831 
T. L. Peacock Crotchet Castle viii, Before I was demulced 
by the Muses, I was ferocis ingenii puer. 

Hence BemuToing ppl. a. 

16x9 H. Hutton Follies Anat. (1842) 22 His belly is a 
cistern of receit, A grand confounder of demulcing meate. 
a 1670 HaCKEt A bp. Williams 1. (1692) 70 The Earl's de- 
mulcing and well-languaged phrases. 

t Demu’lceate, v. Obs. nonce- wd. [irreg. f. 
L. demulcere (see prec.) + -ate 3 .] = prec. So 
f Demulcea'tion, Obs. 

1627-77 Feltham Resolves n. lxxvi. 321 Those soft and 
smooth demulceations that insensibly do stroke us in our 
gliding life. 1817 Blackw. Mag. I. 470 Gallantry . . or the 
exalted science of demulceating the amiable reservedness. . 
of the gentler sex. 

Demulcent (dinwlsent), a. and sb. Chiefly 
Med. [f, L. demulce nt-em, pr. pple. of demulcere 
to Demulce.] 

A. adj. Soothing, lenitive, mollifying, allaying 
irritation. 

1732 Arbuthnot Rules of Diet 264 All insipid inodorous 
Vegetables are demulcent, 1854 S. Thomson Wild Fl. m. 
(ed. 4) 302 The linseed and the mallows, both valuable 
for their demulcent properties, 

B. sb. A demulcent medicine. 

173a Arbuthnot Rules of Diet 418 Demulcents, or what 
abates Acrimony, X875 H. C. Wood Therap, (1879) 576. 

+ DemuTcetive, a. Obs. [irreg. f. Demulce 
v .] = Demulcent. 

1756 P. Browne Jamaica 115 The oil is opening and de- 
mulcetive. . 

t DemuTsion. Obs. rare- 1 . [f. L. *demuls-, 

ppl. stem of demulcere : see Demulce.] The action 
of soothing ; a means of soothing. 

1627-77 Feltham Resolves 11. Ivii. 276 Vice garlanded with 
all the soft demulsions of a present contentment. 

Demur (dftnjpu), sb. Forms : 3-7 demure, 
4 demere, demoere, 6 demoure, demourre, de- 
moyre, demote, 6-7 demurr(e, 7- demur, [a. 
F. demeure, vbl. sb. from demeurer : see next.] 
fl. Delay, lingering, waiting, Obs. 
a 1300 Florin <$• Bl. 591 Blauncheflur heo at wist pat he 
makede so longe demure [v.r. demoere ; rime ifere], c 1320 
Sir Beues 125 Theder wardes he gan gon Withouten de- 
mere. *52910 Burnet Hist. Ref. II. 97 His Highness had 
cause . . to marvel of your long demor, and lack of expe- 
dition. x66o Hickeringill Jamaica (1661) 51 Timely 
alarum’d by Jacksons Demurres, at the Harbours mouth, 
for four days Space, *675 Essex'" Papers (Camden) X. 31 1 
Causing a most unnecessary demurre,, ' 
t b. Stay, abode, residence. Obs. 

1444m, Coll. Hist, Staff. (1891) XII, 318 During the tyme 


of his demure in the presence of the seid Erie. *524 in 
Househ. Ord. (1790) 159 In his demurre or passing from place 
to place. 1532-3 Act 24 Hen. VIII, c. 13 Comynge into the 
Kynges realme. .and not minded to make longe or continual 
demoyre in the same. 1673 Ray Jo urn. Low C. 378 We 
saw this Town only in transitu, but it merited a little demurr. 
fc. Continuance, duration. Obs. 

1533 in Strype Eccl. Mem. I. xx. 148 Neither unjust matry- 
mony shall have his unjust and incestuous demoure and 
continuance, as by delayes to Rome it is wont to have. 

Hesitation; pause; state of irresolution or 
doubt Obs. 

*581 T. Howell Denises (1879) 2 34 No doubtfull drift 
whereon demurre dependcs. 1677 W. H ubbard Narrative n. 
49 They were upon some demurre, whether to march directly 
toward Ossapy. 1683 Temple Menu Wks. *731 I. 370 Fie 
did not expect any Demurr upon such an Offer. 1824 Lamb 
Elia Ser. n. Capt. Jackson , You were positively at a demur 
what you did or did not see. 

8. The act of demurring ; an objection raised or 
exception taken to a proposed course of action, etc. 

1639 Mayne City Match iv. ii, Sister, ’tis so projected, 
therefore make No more demurs. 1770 Langhorn e Plutarch 
(1379) 1 * 1 54/ 2 Camillas, .invented demurs and pretences of 
delay. 179* Mad. D’Arblay Diary 4 June, He then said 
it was necessary to drink the Queen's health. The gentle- 
men here made no demur. 1838 Dickens Nick. Nick, xxii, 
After a little demur, he accepted the offer. 

f 4 . Law. = Demurrer k Obs. 

c 1555 Harpsfield Divorce Hen. VIII (1878) 36 The ad- 
versaries . . made thereupon . . a special demurre. a 1577 Sir 
T. Smith Commie. Eng. (1609)51 If they cannot agree, then 
is the matter referred to a demurre in tne Exchequer cham- 
ber. 1660 Willsford Scales Comm . Avjb, To procras- 
tinate with Demurs, or Fines and Recoveries without end. 
1713 Swift Cadenus <$* V. 120 But with rejoinders and replies 
..Demur, imparlance, and essoign, The parties ne'er could 
issue join. 

Demur (Mmv\i), v. Forms: 3 demeore, 4 
demere, 6 demore, demoore, demourre, 6-7 
demurre, 7-8 demurr, 7- demur, [a. F. de - 
meurer , in OF. demor er, -mourner (=Pr. and Sp. 
demor are, It. dhnorare) pop. L. demorare — <LIL. 
demordri to tarry, delay, f. De- I. 3 + tnordri to 
delay. The OF. demor-, demour-, proper to the 
forms with, atonic radical vowel, was at length 
assimilated to the tonic form dcnieur - ; the latter 
gave the ME, forms demeore, demere : cf. People, 
and the forms meve, preve (F. motive, preuve) of 
Move, Prove.] 

+ 1. intr. To linger, tarry, wait ; fig. to dwell 
upon something. Obs. 

a 1225 Ancr . R. 242 Auh 3if ich hie swuSe uorSward, 
demeore 3e he lengre. c 1300 K. ^/ff. 7295 He n’ul nought 
that ye demere {rime dere]. 1550 NicoLls Thucyd. 73 (R.) 
Yet durst they not demoure nor abyde vpon the campe. 
1559 Baldwin in Mirr. Mag. {1563) 39 b, Take hede ye de- 
murre not vpon them. 1595 Southwell St. Peter's Compl. 
19 But 6, how long demurre I on his eyes. 1604 T. Wright 
Passions v. 213, I demurre too long in these speculative dis- 
courses. 1653 Urquhart Rabelais 1. ii, If that our looks on 
it demurre. 

f b. To stay, remain, abide, Obs. 

1523 St. Papers Hen. VIII, IV. 34 She cannot demore there 
without extreme daunjur and peril. 1536 A ct 28 Hen. VIII, 
c. 10 Any person .. dwellyng, demurryng, inhabitinge or re- 
siant within this realme. 1550 Nicolls Thucyd. 72 (R.)The 
sayde Peloponesyans demoured in the land, 
f e. To last, endure, continue. Obs. 

1547 Hooper Declar. Christ iii. Wks. (Parker Soc.) 21 This 
defence, .shall demour for ever till this church be glorified. 
+ 2 . trans. To cause to tarry; to put off, delay. 
16x3 Pukchas Pilgrimage it. xviii. 174 Whose judgement 
is demurred until the day of Reconciliation. *635 Quarles 
Ernbl. IV. x. (1818) 239 The lawyer . . then demurs me with 
a vain delay. 1682 D’Urfey Butler 3 s Ghost 69, I swear. . 
Henceforth to take a rougher course, And, what you would 
demur to force. 

+ 3 . intr. To hesitate; to delay or suspend action ; 
to pause in uncertainty. Obs. 

1641 Milton Ch. Govt. vii. (1851) 135 This is all we get by 
demurring in Gods service. 1654 Codrington tr. Hist. 
Ivstine 418 He found the King to demur upon it. 1655 
Fuller Ch. Hist. 11. ii. § 40 King Ed wine demurred to em- 
brace Christianity. 1699 Bentley Pkal. 516 The Delphians 
demurring, whether they should accept it or no. 1743 J. 
Davidson AEneid viii. 261 You need not demur to challenge. 
1778 Miss Burney Evelina li, You are the first lady who 
ever made me even demur upon this subject. *8x8 W. Taylor 
in Monthly Rev. LXXXVII. 534 All the Yorkists could 
thus co-operate, without demurring between their rightful 
sovereigns. 

f b. To be of doubtful mind ; to remain doubt- 
ful. Obs. rare. 

16x2 T. Taylor Comm. Titus i. 3 And demurre with the 
Philistines, whether God or Fortune smite vs. a 1628 
F. Greville Sidney (1652) 237 To have demurred more 
seriously upon the sudden change in his Sonne, 
f c. trans . To hesitate about. Obs.^ rare. 

*667 Milton P. L. ix. 558 What may this mean ? Lan- 
guage of Man pronounc’t By Tongue of Brute, and human 
sense exprest ? The first . . I thought deni’d To Beasts. . The 
latter I demurre, for in thir looks Much reason, and in thir 
actions oft appeers. <1x730 E. Fenton Horn. Odyss. xi. 
Imit. (Seager), Let none demur Obedience to her wilL 
4 . intr . To make scruples or difficulties ; to raise 
objection, take exception to (occas. at, on). (The cur- 
rent sense ; often with allusion to the legal sense, 5.) 

*639 Fuller Holy War n. xxxvi. (1840^ 98 The caliph de- 
murred hereat, as counting such a gesture a diminution to 
his state, 1751 Labelye Westm . Br. 93 , 1 . . gave my Direc- 


tions . . which being in some Measure demurred to, the 
Matter was brought before the Board. 1775 Sheridan 
Rivals 11. ii, My process was always very simple — in their 
younger days, 'twas ‘Jack, do this' — if he demurred, 1 
knocked him down. 1807 Southey Espriella's Letters III. 
29 They are so unreasonable as to demur at finding corn for 
them. 1855 Browning Let. toRuskin, I cannot begin writing 
poetry Jill my imaginary reader has conceded licences to 
me which you demur at altogether, i860 Tyndall Glac, 

I. v. 40 My host at first demurred .. but I insisted, 1875 
McLaren Serm. Ser. 11, ix. 150 We can afford to recognise 
the fact, though we demur to the inference. 

b. trans. To object or take exception to. rare. 

1827 H. H. Wilson Burmese War (1852) 25 As the de- 
mand was unprecedented, the Mugs, who were British 
subjects, demurred payment. 1876 Gladstone Homeric 
Synchr. 59, I demur the inference from these facts. 

5 Law. (intr.) To put in a Demur; er. 

[a *481 Littleton Tenures § 96 Et fuist demurre en iudge- 
ment en mesme le plee, le quel les xl. lours serront accompts 
de le primer iour del muster de host le Roy.] 1620 J. 
Wilkinson Coroners Sherifes 60 It was demurred on 
in Law. 1628 Coke On Litt. 70 a. And it was demured 
in iudgement in the same plea, whither the 40 day es should 
bee accounted from the first day of the muster of the kings 
host. Ibid. 72 a, He that demurreth in Law confesseth all 
such matters of fact as are well and sufficiently pleaded, 
1641 in Rushw. Hist. Coll. nr. (1692) I. 334 To which Plea 
Mr. Attorney-General demurred in Law, and the said 
Samuel Vassall joyned in Demurrer with him. 1660 Trial 
of Regie. 107, I must demur to your Jurisdiction. x68x 
Trial S. Colledge 10 And if so fie matter of Law arises upon 
any evidence that is given against you., you may demurr 
upon that Evidence, and pray'Counsel of the Court to argue 
that demurrer. 1848 Macaulay Hist. Eng. II. 84 The 
plaintiff demurred, that is to say, admitted Sir Edward's 
plea to be true in fact, but denied that it was a sufficient 
answer. 

Demurante, obs. form of Demurrant. 
Demure (d/miu»\i), a. (sb.) Also 4-5 dimuuir, 
5 demeuer, -uere, -ewre, 6 -eure. [A derived or 
extended form of meure , mewre, Mure a., used in 
same sense, a. OF. meur, now mtir, ( ripe, mature, 
mellow; also, discreet, considerate, aduised, setled, 
stayed * (Cotgr, 1611). The nature and history of 
the prefixed de- are obscure. 

(Palsgrave, 1530, has p. 841/1 ‘Sadly, wysly, demenremenC , 
— p. 841/2 * Soberly, sadly, meurement ' ; but demeurement 
is not otherwise known as French.)] 

A. adj. 1 1 . Calm, settled, still. Obs. 

1377 Death Edw. Ill in Pol. Poems (Rolls) I. 2x6 Thou? 
the see were rouij, or elles dimuuir, Gode havenes that schip 
wold geete. 

2 . Of persons (and their bearing, speech, etc.) : 
Sober, grave, serious; reserved or composed in 
demeanour. (Cf. history of Sad.) 

*4., Epiph. in Tundate's Vis. 133 This Anna come de- 
mure .and sad of chere. 1470-85 Malory Arthur xm. i, 
The yonge squyer. .semely and demure as a douue. 1523 
Skelton Garl. Laurel 902 Demure Diana, womanly and 
sad. 1538 Bale Thre Lawes 238 A face demure and sage. 
<2*568 Ascham Seholem. (Arb.) 53 If a yong ientleman be 
demeure and still of nature, they say, he is simple and lacketh. 
witte. 1633 Milton Penseroso 32 Come, pensive Nun, 
devout and pure, Sober, steadfast, and demure, *653 H. 
More Antid. Atk, in. i. (1712) 87 Notwithstanding he fared 
no worse than the most demure and innocent. 1728-46 
Thomson Springes Come with those downcast eyes, sedate 
and sweet, Those looks demure. 1835 M arryat Jac. Faithf. 
xxiv, Her conduct was much more staid and demure. 1875 
M. Pattison Ess. (1889) I. 320 ‘Like an angel, but half 
dressed \ thought the demure dons. 

3 . Affectedly or constrainedly grave or decorous ; 
serious, reserved, or coy in a way that is not natural 
to the person or to one of his years or condition. 

1693 Shadwell Volunteers in. i, This Gentleman, and his 
demure Psalm-singing Fellows. *705 Stanhope Paraphr. 

II. 166 Can they pursue the demure and secret Sinners, 
through all the intricate mazes of their Hypocrisy. 1735 
Thomson Liberty iv. 69 Hell’s fiercest Fiend ! of Saintly 
Brow demure, a 1771 Gray Death Favourite Cat 4 De- 
murest of the tabby kind, The pensive Selima. *844 Thirl- 
wall Greece VIII. lxvi. 417 The threadbare mantle of its 
demure hypocrisy. 1876 Black Madcap V. xix. 176, ‘I thought 
he was a friend of yours ’/ she said, with demure sarcasm. 

f B. As sb. Demure look or expression. Obs. 
rare. 

1766 J. Adams Diary 4 Nov. Wks. 1850 II. 200 He has 
an hypocritical demure on his face. 

+ Demxrre, Obs. rare. [f. prec. adj.] 

1 . intr. ?To look demurely, ‘to look with an 
affected modesty * (J.). But cf. Demur v. 3 b, 

1606 Shaks. Ant. $CL iv. xv. 29 Your Wife Octauia, with 
her modest eyes, .shall acquire no Honour Demuring vpon 
.me. 

2 . trans. To make demure. 

*65* Henshaw Daily Thoughts 187 (L.) Zeal mad, and 
voice demur’d with godly paint. 

Hence Demurred///, a. 

1613 Uncasing of Machivils Instr. 11 With demured look® 
wish them good speede. 

Demure, obs. form of Demur. 

Demurely (dftmu^ili), adv. [f. Demure a. 

+ -ly 2.] In a demure manner ; gravely, modestly, 
meekly, quietly ; with a gravity m or 
modesty that is affected or unnatural. 

CX400 Rom. Rose 4627 She, demurely sad of chere. 4x430 
Stans Puer *8 in Babees Bk. c*868) 27 Walke demurely bi 
streetis in toun. ^ 1489 Caxton Faytes of A ^ iv. xiii. 268 
The prynce or his lieutenant oughte to aduyse demewrely 
herupon. <7*500 Consecration of Nuns in Maskell Mon. 
Rit. II. 3x4 The virgyns shall demeurely arryse and make 
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a reverence to the bisshop. 1596 Shaks. Merck, V.ii.ii. 
201 If I doe not put on a sober habite.. Weare prayer bookes 
in my pocket, looke demurely. 1600 Dekker Gentle Craft 
Wks, 1873 I. 43 Fie looke as demurely as a Saint. 1687 
Sedley Bellamira iv. i, He look’d so demurely, I thought 
butter would not haue melted in bis mouth. 3768 Beattie 
Minstr. 1 xvi, And now his look was most demurely sad. 
,1848 C. Bronte % Eyrexi, Folding her little hands demurely 
before her. 1886 Manc/i. Exam. 27 Feb. 5/3 They sat down 
demurely in opposite comers of the carriage and observed 
a dignified silence. 

tb. Of things : In a subdued manner. Obs. 

1606 Shaks. Ant. $ Cl. iv. ix. 30 Hearke the drumm.es de- 
murely wake the sleepers. 

Bexirare&ess (dfmiiD'ines). [f. as prec. + 
-NESS,] The state or quality of being demure. 

£•1510 Barclay Mirr. Gd . Manners (1570) Giij, With all 
demurenes behaue thee in the same, As not led by malice 
but rather of good loue. 1582 N. T. (Rhem.) 1 Tim. ii. 9 
In like maner women also in comely attire : with demure- 
nesse and sobrietie adorning themselves. 1659 Gauden 
Tears of Ch. 349 A most supercilious demurenesse and 
affected zelotry. 2822 Scott Kenilw. vii, The prim de- 
mureness of her looks. 

Beimrrity. rare. In 5 demeurte. [Answers 
to OF. meurtty as Demure does to OF. meur : cf. 
quot. 14*3.] 

1. Demure quality, demureness. 

1:483 Caxton Gold. Leg . 34/1 Joyne . . demeurte to thy 
gladnes, and humylyte to thy demeurte [Fr. et tneurte a 
leessement et humiltte a la tneurte ]. a 1704 T. Brown Wks. 
(1760) II, 182 (D.) They pretend to such demurity as to form 
a society for the Regulation of Manners. 1889 Besant Bell 
of St. Paul's III. 271 The demurity went out of her face. 

2 . An embodiment of demureness; a demure 
character or person. (Cf. oddity.') 

28 . . Lamb Let. to Southey (L.), She will act after the fashion 
of Richardson’s demurities. 

t Bemu'rmurate, v. Obs. [f. ppl. stem of 
L. demunnurare to mutter over, f. De- I. 1 + 
murmur are to Murmur, mutter.] trans. To 
murmur, mutter. 

2641 R. Baillie Parall. Liturgy to, Mass-bk. 43 To de- 
murmurate a number of words on the elements. 

Hence + Demu'rmuratory a. 

2627 Collins Def. Bp, Ely ir. x. 417 The demurmuratorie 
words, which they vse in Poperie, and call Consecration. 

Dem ur rable (dimp’rab’l), a. [f. Demur v. or 
sb. t- -able. For form, cf. OF. demorable durable.] 
That may be demurred to ; to which exception may 
be taken (esp. in an action at law). 

1827 Hallam Constitutional Hist. .Li. 54 note, It was 
demurrable for a bill to pray process against the defendant, 
to appear before the king and his privy council. 1885 Law 
Reports Weekly Notes 219/2 The petition was demurrable, 
as it did not. .allege that the petitioner had a complete title 
as executrix. 1893 J. Kekewich in Law Times Rep. 
LXVIII. 439/1 The statement of claim would be demurrable. 

Demurrage (dfriurredg). Also 7 demourage, 
7-8 demorage. [a. OF. demorage , demourage , f. 
demorer, -mourer : see Demur 
+ 1 . Stay; delay; hesitation; pause. Obs . 
a 1656 Ussher Ann. (1658) 20 That long demourage of 
theirs in Kadesh. 2702 C. Mather Magn. Chr. 11. App. (2852) 
271 Powerful enemies clogged his affairs with such demur- 
rages and such disappointments as would have wholly dis- 
couraged his designs. 2722 Addison Sped. No. 89 P 3, 
I shall endeavour to shew the folly of Demurrage. .1 would 
have them seriously think on the Shortness of their Time. 
2823 Nero Monthly Mag. VII. 231 A demurrage, for a second, 
succeeded the shock, and then on we went again, 
f b. Constrained delay, detention. Obs. rare. 

2810 Bentham Packing { 1821) 226 In the allowance to jury- 
men distinguish two parts: one for demurrage, viz. at the 
place of trial ; the other for journeys, viz. thither and back. 
2817 — Plan Pari. Reform Introd. cxlvii. The expense of 
journeys to and from, and demurrage at, the Election town. 

2 . Comm. a. Detention of a vessel by the freighter 
beyond the time agreed upon ; the payment made 
in compensation for such detention. 

1642 Rebels' Remonstr. in Rushw. Hist. Coll. hi. (2692) I. 
389 A certain Summ, for the doing thereof within such a time ; 
and if they stay’d longer, to have so much per diem for 
demurrage. 1694 tr. Milton* s Lett. State July an. 1656, 
A considerable Sum of Money owing from certain Portugal 
Merchants. . to several English Merchants, upon the account 
of Freightage and Demorage. 27x9 De Foe Crusoe ir. 153 
If I stay more, I must pay 3 L . .per Diem Demorage, nor can 
I stay upon Demorage above eight Days more. 1755 
Magens Insurances II. 116 If the Delay was occasioned by 
the Merchant, he shall be obliged to pay for the Days of 
Demurrage, to the Captain. 1835 Marryat Joe. Faithf. 
viii, There had already been considerable loss from demur- 
rage, Mod, The Ship * Flora' is on demurrage, 
b. A charge for detention of railway trucks. 

2858 Redfteld Law Railw. (1869) II. 291 Demurrage is 
a elainrby way of compensation for the detention of property 
which is subsequently restored, 189a Labour Commission 
Gloss. j Demurrage, charges on overdue railway trucks. 

e. A charge of i%d. per ounce made by the Bank 
of England in exchanging gold or notes for bullion. 

1875 Jevons Money x. 216 Including the above charge of 
j\d. per ounce for demurrage. z88a Bithell Counting-House 
Did., The metallic value of standard gold is ^3 17s. to \d. 
per oz. At the Bank of England ^3 17s. gd. is given for it 
without any delay. . . The difference of ifed. per. oz., by which 
this delay is avoided, is called demurrage. 

3 . The act of demurring, or raising objection to 
something, rare . 

282a Colton Lotcon II. 247 Without the slightest dissent 
©r demurrage of the judgment, . 


190 

D@ninrral (diinirral). rare. [f. Demur v. + 
-al : cf. OF. demoraily demoral , retardation, delay.] 
The action of demurring ; demur. 

18 so Southey in Edin.Ann. Reg. 1 . 1. 413 This was a need- 
less demurral. 2824 — Lett. (1856) II. 370 Second thought m 
matters of feeling, usually brings with it hesitation, and de- 
murral. 1890 Spectator 22 Mar., I crave a small portion of 
your space to express my demurral as well to the reasoning 
as to, the accuracy of * A Churchman who writes to you. 
f DemnTrance. Obs. In 4 demorrance, 6 
demoraunce, 7 demourance. [a. OF. dcmorance 
retardation, delay, f. demorei -mourer : see Demur 
v. and - ance.] a. Delay, lingering, b. Abiding, 
abode, dwelling. 

£1300 K. Alis. 4123 He wolde wende, swithe snel . . saun 
demorrance. a 2529 Skelton Bk. 3 Foies Wks. L 201 The 
man is a very foie to make his demoraunce upon such an olde 
wyfe. 2625 M odell Wit 76 b, Here is my demourance, and 
from hence I purpose not to part. 

Demurrant (dftntrrant), a. and sb. Also 6 
demur ante, 9 ierronl) demurrent. [a. OF. de- 
mouraut, pr. pple. of demorer , - mourer , now de- 
tneurer : see Demur vl\ A. adj. 

-f 1 . Abiding, staying, dwelling, resident. Obs. 
2339 Supplic. to King 32 To compell the same [ministers] 
to be demurante, abydinge, and resydent vpon their cures. 
2577-87 Holinshed Citron. II. 24/3 A friend of mine, being 
of late demurrant in London. 
f 2 . Delaying, putting off. Obs. 

2633 T. Adams Exp. 2 Peter Hum God is no judge dormant, 
nor demurrant, nor rampant. 

3 . Demurring, hesitating, rare. 

2836 F. Mahoney Relig . Father Prout (1859^ 39 ° Why 
hangs he back demurrent To breast the Tiber’s current ? 

B. sb. One who demurs, or puts in a demurrer, 
in an action at law. 

1809 Tomlins Law Diet. s.v. Demurrer, A demurrer is 
to be signed, and argued on both sides by counsel. .The 
demurrant argues first, 2885 L. O. Pike Yearbks. 12-13 
Edw. HI, Introd. 85 There was no complete demurrer un- 
less the demurrant did abide judgment on the point of law. 

Demurrer 1 (dfmtxrsi). Also 6 {err oji.) de- 
murrour, 7 demourer. [a. Anglo-Fr. demurrer 
*=QF. demourer y pres. inf. (see Demur v.) used as 
sb. : cf. refresher, user.J 

I. Law . A pleading which, admitting for the 
moment the facts as stated in the opponent’s plead- 
ing, denies that be is legally entitled to relief, and 
thus stops the action until this point be determined 
by the court. 

1547 Act 1 Edw. VI, p. 7 § 1 The Process, Pleas, Demur- 
rers and Continuances in every Action. 1565 Sir T. Smith 
Commw. Eng. (2609) 67 If the question be of the law, that 
is, if both the parties doe agree vpon the fact, and each doe 
claime that by law hee ought to haue it. .then it was called 
a demurrer in law. 1660 Trial R egic. 207 If you demur to the 
J urisdiction of this Court, I must let you know that the Court 
doth over-rule your demurrer. 2794 Godwin Cal. Williams 
43 By affidavits, motions, pleas, demurrers, flaws, and appeals, 
to protract the question from term to term and from court 
to court. 1809 Tomlins Law Did. s. v,, Demurrers are 
general , without shewing any particular causes ; or special , 
where the causes of demurrer are particularly set down. 
x86x May Const. Hist. (1863' II. x. 230 He pleaded Not 
Guilty to the first fourteen counts, and put in demurrers to 
the others. 2864 Bowen Logic ix. 299 A Demurrer has been 
happily explained to be equivalent to the remark * Well, 
what of that?’ 

b. transf. An objection raised or exception taken 
to anything ; =- Demur sb. 3. 

2599 Marston Sco. Villanie 11. vii. 205 Slowe-pac’t dilatory 
pleas, Demure demurrers, stii striving to appease Hote 
zealous loue. 1873 H . Spencer Stud. Social, ii. (ed. 6) 45 This 
reply is met by the demurrer that it is beside the question. 

2 . A pause, stand-still; a state of hesitation or 
irresolution ; *= Demur sb. 2. Obs. 

1533 More Debell. Salem Wks. 945/1 The matter is at 
a demurrour in this poynt, and we at your judgement. 2627 
F, E. Hist. Edw. Il l 1680) 42 The greenness of the Disgrace 
kept him in a long demurrer. 2645 Wither Vox Pacif. 93 
Not well discerning whether Griefe, Shame, or Anger, that 
demurrer caus'd. 

+ 3. .=* Demurrage 2 a. Obs. rare. 

2622 Malynes Anc. Law-Merch. 217 If the Master doe 
not stay out all his daies of demourer agreed vpon by the 
charterpartie of fraightment. 

Demurrer 12 (dAn^-rai). [f. Demur v. + -er h] 
One who demurs. 

2721 Addison Sped. No. 89 ? 2, I shall distinguish this 
Sect of Women by the Title of Demurrers. 2742 Young N't. 
Th. ix. 1364 And is Lorenzo a demurrer still? 2822 Ex- 
aminer 7 Sept. 565/1 It is.. customary .. to hear the de- 
murrer's reasons. 

Demurring (dftnrri$)y vbL sb. [f. Demur v. 
+ -IEG I.] The action of the verb Demur, q.v. 

1593 Nashe Christ's T. 90 b, There is no demurring, or 
exeeptioning against his testimony. 2682 DU rfey Butler's 
Ghost 210 Famous was he for Procuration, Demurring^ and 
Continuation. 2873 M iss B rouchton Nancy 1 1 . 23 But, say 
I with discontented demurring, you have been away often 
before ! 

Demurring, ppl a. [-ing 2.] That demurs : 
see the verb. 

2607 Walkington Opt . Glass 218 His demurring judge- 
ment. 1742 Young Nt. Th. in. 35 Are there demurring wits, 
who dare dispute This revolution in the world inspir’d ? 
Hence Demtrxxingfly adv. 

2890 I. D. Hardy New Othello I, viii. 187 ’But she 
observed demurringly. 


Tl<fe-my (diboGi*), sb. (and a.) PI. demies. Also 
5-6 demye, 6 demie, deamy, dymye. [An 
early spelling of Demi- half, retained when this 
is used as a separate word. The uses are all 
elliptical, and quite independent of each other.] 

f ’i. A gold coin current in Scotland in the 15th 
century: apparently, originally, the half-mark 
(. Demi-mark : see Demi- 7), but rising in value 
with the depreciation of the silver coin from 6s. 8 d. 
to 12 s. (Scotch). Obs. 

2440 J. Shirley Dethe K. James /1818) 9 That whoso 
myght slee or talc hyme. .shuld have iii thousand demyesof 
gold, every pece worth half an Englissh Noble. 2451 Sc. 
Acts 8 Jas. //, § 33 (1597) The Demy that now runnis for 
nine shillenges. 1455 — 13 Jas. II, § 59 It is thoeht expe- 
dient that the Demy be cryed to ten shillinges. 2489 Ld. 
Treas . Acc. Scotl. , Item to Inglis pyparis that com to the 
Castel Set and playt to the King xij demyss. 2497 l bid., 
Giffen to the cartes [cards] agane xxxij Franch crovnis, 
x Scottes crovnis and demyis, thre [ridaris], tua vnicornis. 

f 2. * A short close vest * (Fairholt) : cf. Demi- 
2. Obs. 

a 1529 Skelton Berwge of C our te 359 Of Kirkby Kendall 
was his shorte demye. 2540 Lane. Wills l. 189 To my 
doughter Katheryn my best demye. 2599 Nashe Lenten 
Stuffe in Hart. JMisc. (1808-12) VI, 266 (D.) He. .stript him 
out of his golden deiny or mandillion, and flead him. 

3 . Paper Manuf. Name of a certain size of paper. 
(Properly adj. ; also ellipt. as sb. = demy paper.) 

Demy printing paper measures 17^X22^ inches ; demy 
writing paper is in Great Britain 154x20, in United States 
16X21. 

2546 Langley Pol. Verg. De Invent, n. vi. 45 b, There be 
diuerse maner of papers, as paper royal, paper demy, blot- 
ting paper, marchauntes paper. 2589 Marprcl. Epit. B, An 
hundred threescore and twelue sheets, of good Demie paper. 
2712 Act 20 Anne in Lond. Gaz. No. 5028/3 For all Paper 
called. .Demy fine, 4s. Demy second, 2 s. 6d. Demy printing, 
is. 8d. 2790 Wolcott (P. Pindar) Beney. Epist. Sylv. Urban 
Wks. 1812 II. 251 His nice-discerning Knowledge none 
deny On Crown, Imperial, Foolscap, and Demy. 2878 
Print. Trades Jrnl. xxv. 9 A demy 8 V< \ pamphlet of about 
a dozen pages. 

4 . A foundation scholar at Magdalen College, 
Oxford. 

So called because their allowance or ‘commons 11 ’ was 
originally half that of a Fellow: the Latin term is semi- 
communarius. 

a i486 Stat, Magdalen Coll , (MS.) 6 De electione schola- 
rium voc’ Dymyes. Ibid., Pro communis cujuslibet tri- 
ginta pauperum scholarium, qui Demyes vulgariter nuncu- 
pantur dimidium summae illius qua in pro quolibet alio socio. 
1536 A d 27 Hen. VIII , c. 42 § 2 in Oxf.fy Camb. Enact m. 
12 Felawes, Scolers, Dymyes. 1615 Heylin Memoranda 22 
July in Mem. Waynflete (1851), I was chosen Demie of 
Magdalen College. 1692 Wood A th. Ox on. 1 . 14 William 
Lilye was.. elected one of the Demies or Semi-commoners 
of St. Mary Magd. Coll. 1769 De Foe's Tour Gt. Brit. II. 
246 Magdalen-College . . has a President, 40 Fellows, a 
School-master, 30 Scholars called Demies. 1880 Green Hist. 
Eng. People IV. viii. iii. 20 The expulsion of the Fellows 
was followed . .by that of the Demies. 

5. Short for Demi-bar, q.v, : A kind of false dice 
used in cheating. 

1591 Greene Disc. Coosnage (1859) 3$ The name of their 
Cheates, Bard-dice, Flattes, Fargers, Langrets, Gourds, 
Demies, and many others. 180* Sporting Mag . XVIII. 200 
A bale of demies. 

f 6. A half-grown lad, a youth. Obs. 

1589 Warner Alb. Eng » v. xxvii, Next hut demies, nor 
boyes, nor men, our dangerous times succeeds. 

Demy- : see Demi-. 

Demy cent, -sent : see Demj-ceiet Obs. 

Demyd, obs. pa. t. of Deem v., Dim v, 

Demyse girdle : see Demi-gikdle Cbs. 

DemysMp (diinoi jip). Also 6 dimi-, 9 demi-. 
[f. Demy 4 + -ship.] A scholarship at Magdalen 
College, Oxford. 

15 gpAct 27 Hen. VIII, c. 42 § 1 in Oaf. 4 Camb. F.naclm. 
23 belowshippes, Scolershippes, Dimisnippes. 2687 Royal 
Mandate^ 28 July in Magd. Coll (Oxf. Hist. Soc.) 78 Any 
Fellowship, Detuyship, or other place.. in our said College. 
2869 Echo ii Oct., The demyships are worth £83 per 
annum, and are tenable for five years. ; • 1884 Courthopg 
Addison 29 Dr. Lancaster, .used his influence to obtain for 
him a demysbip at Magdalen. 

Demyt, obs. form of Dimity. 

Den (den), sb. 1 Forms : 1-4 denn, 4-7 denne, 
(4-5 deen), 3- den. [OE. dgm habitation of a 
wild beast :—OTent, type *danjo m , corresjx in form 
to OHO. tenni neut, MHG. ienne neut. fern., Ger. 
iemie f. floor, thrashing-floor, OLG. *demii, early 
mod.Du. denne ‘floor, pavement, flooring of a ship, 
also cave, cavern, den * (ICilian) ; cf. also MDu. 
dan n m. forest, abode of wild beasts, waste place, 
open country. The same root dan- appears in 
dean , OE. dptu (i~dani~) vale ; the root-meaning 
is uncertain.] 

1 . The lair or habitation of a wild beast. 

Beowulf 5522 Geseah [he] . . wundur on wealle, and J»e& 
wyrmes denn. ciooo Voc. in Wr.-Walcker 187/1 Lustra, 
wdddeora holl and denn. cizzo Bestiary .23 De lean .. 
driueS dun to his den < 5 ar he 'him,' bersen wille. ■ a 230© 

■ Cursor M. 16762+110 (Coit.) J»e fox has his den and ilk 
foghel is nest. ; c 1380 Wyclif Wks. (1880)' 25 And so dide. , 
P e prophete danyel in J>e deen of lyonys. a 2400 Odouian 
The lady wente..To the tygre denne, *585 J, B. tr, 
Virets Sck. Measles B ij b, It is a signe of ra'yne, . when the 
Ante bringeth out of her hole and. denne al her egges.' x6xx 
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Bible Job xxxvii.8 Then the beastes goe into dennes : and 
remaine in their places. 1808 Scott Harm. vi. xiv, And 
darest thou then To beard the lion in his den, The Douglas 
in his hall ? 

2 . A place hollowed out of the ground, a cavern 
(f occas. a pit). Obs. or blended with 1 or 3. 

ax 300 Cursor M. 4185 (Cott.) Tac we him out of yon den 
[Joseph in the pit]. 1382 Wyclif Heb. xi. 38 Thei erringe 
in. .dennys and cauys of the erthe. 1387 Trevisa Higden 
(Rolls) I. 315 J>e lond of Sicilia is holow and ful of dennes 
[L. cavernosa ]. 2530 Palsgr. 212/2 Den, a hole in the 

grounde, caueme. 1548 Hall Chron. 191 [They] lurked in 
dennes and wholes secretly. 2588 Shaks. Tit, A. n. iii. 215 
Aaron and thou looke downe into this den. 1678 Bunyan 
Pilgr. 1. x, I lighted on a certain place, Where was a Denn ; 
And I laid me down in that place to sleep. 2726 Cavallier 
Menu I. lot, I . .had already search’d into several Dennsand 
Caverns of the Mountains. 2847 Emerson Poems , Saadi 
Wks. (Bohn) I. 473 No churl, immured in cave or den. 

3 . transf. and fig. A place of retreat or abode 
(likened to the lair of a beast) ; a secret lurking- 
place of thieves or the like (cf. Matt. xxi. 13). 

c 1275 Pains of Hell 176 in O.E. Mi sc. 152 V vr)>er per beoJ> 
olde men pat among neddren habbep heore den. ^1340 
Cursor M. 14745 (Trim) 3 ® hit make. .A den to reset inne 
peues. c 1430 How wise Man taught Son 132 in Babees 
Bk. 52 How litil her good dooj? hem availe Whanne pei be 
doluen in her den. 2588 Spenser Virgil s Gnat 96 No such 
sad cares. .Do ever ereepe into the shepheards den. 27x9 
1')e Foe Crusoe (1840) II. viii. 186 [They would have] made 
the island a den of thieves. 28x0 Scott Lady of L. i. iv, The 
Cavern, where, ’tis told, A giant made his den of old. i860 
Tyndall Glue. 1. xxiii.^ 167 The very type of a robber den. 

to. A small confined room or abode; esp. one 
unfit for human habitation. 

1837 Dickens Pichw. ii, The musicians were securely 
confined in an elevated den. 2840 T. A. Trollope Summ. 
Brittany 1 . 315 The frightful dens of some of the Manchester 
operatives. 1891 E. Peacock N. Brendon II. 100 The filthy 
den where her mother lived. 

c. collar/. A small room or lodging in which a 
man can seclude himself for work or leisure ; as, 

* a bachelor’s den \ 

1771 Smollett Humph, Cl. 5 June r 3 So saying, he 
retreated into his den. 1816 Scott Left. (1894) 1 . 372 
A little boudoir . . a good eating-room, and a small den for 
me in particular. 1882 Blachw. Mag. Dec. 709 [He] went 
off in the direction of his own den, a little room in which he 
smoked and kept his treasures, 

4 . The name given in the Lowlands of Scotland, 
and north of England, to the conventional enclosure 
or place of safety in boys’ out-of-door games, called 
elsewhere the home, bay, or base. 

5 . 1 A deep hollow between hills; a dingle’ 
(Jam.). Sc. local. 

[‘Often applied to a wooded hollow’ (Jam.), and then 
nearly synonymous with Dean - ; but not the same word.] 
•2532 Abp. Hamilton Catech. (1884 2 3 In the vail or den 
quharin thow usit to commit ydolatrie. 2785 Burns To IV. 
Simpson x, We’ll sing auld Coila’s. .banks an’ braes, her 
dens an 1 dells, a 1800 Ballad , ‘ The dowie dens of Yarrow.' 
1806 SmW. Forbes Beattie II. 51 (Jam. , I have made 
several visits of late to the Den of Rubislaw. Note. A Den, 
in the vernacular language of Scotland, .is synonymous with 
what in England is called a Dingle. 

( In many place names, as Dura Den near Cupar Fife, The 
Den near Kirkcaldy, H awthornden in Mid Lothian; but as 
a termination often representing earlier dene , dean.) 

-f 6. Anat. A cavity or hollow. Obs. 

1398 Trevisa Barth . De P. R. m. xxil (1495) 70 Oute of a 
denne of the lyfte syde of the herte comyth a veyne. 1615 
Crooke Body of Man 609 The implanted Ayre concluded 
within the dennes or cauities of the Eares. 1683 Snape 
Anat. Horse m, xiv. (1686) 140 The Caverns or Cavities, by 
some called Dens, 

7 . Comb., as f den-dreadful adj. ( — dreadful with 
dens of wild hearts). 

1622 G. S andys Ovids Met. 1. (1626) 6 Now past den- 
dreadfull Masnalus confines [Msenala . . latebris horrenda 
ferarum }. 

t Den, sb . 2 Also dene, deyn. Obs. Sc. variant 
of Dan :i , sir, master. 

<?i375 Sc. Leg. Saints , Egipciane 1110 To jour abbot, 
dene I oh ne, say, 0x425 Wyntoun Cron. viii. x, 92 (Jam.) 
The Abbot of Abbyrbrothok than, Den Henry, 0x450 
Holland Howlat 199 Gret Ganeris. .That war detnyt, but 
dowt, denyss douchty. 1552 Lyndesay Monarche 4670-2 
All Monkrye. . Ar callit Denis, for dignite ; Quhowbeit his 
mother mylk the kow, He man be callit Dene Androw. 
Den in the salutation good den ; see Gooden. 
Den (den), vA [f. Den j/O] 

1 , ref. (or passive). To ensconce or hide oneself 
in (or as in) a den. 

c xaao Bestiary 36 Wu he dennede him in Sat defte 
meiden, Marie bi name, 16x3 Heywood Silver Age iii. 
Wks. 1874 I II. 129 If he be den'd, Il’e rouze the monstrous 
beast. 1632 Litwgow Trav. vn. 315 A pit digged to hide 
the Gunner, .the Gunner lay denned, and durst not stirre. 
2823 Galt Entail II. xvii. 157 ‘ Hae ye ony ark or amrie . . 
where a body might den himsel till they’re out o' the gate 
and away?' 

2 . intr. To live or dwell in a den ; to escape into, 
or hide oneself in, a den. 

To den up : to retire into a den for the winter, as a hiber- 
nating animal. (U.S. colloqi) 

26x0 G. Fletcher Christs Viet. xiv,. The sluggish 
sal uages, that den belowe. 1722 Dudley in Phil. Trans. 
XXXII. 295 They generally den among the Rocks in 
great Numbers together. ci86o Tom Taylor in Thorn- 
bury Two Cent, of Song 1x867) 261 In a dingier set of 
chambers no man need wish to stow, Than those, old 
friend, wherein we denned, at Ten, Crown Office Row. 


2894 Home Miss. (N.Y.’S Jan. 463 Our people, .are inclined 
to ‘ den up’ in the hot weather, as certain animals, .do in 
the cold season. 

f 3 . To den out : to drive (a beast) out of its den ; 
to unearth. Obs. 

1571 Hanmer Chron. Irel, (1633) 203 [They] burned their 
Cabbans and Cottages, and such as dwelt in caves and 
rockes underground (as the manner is to denne out Foxes) 
they fired and smothered to death. 

Hence Denned (dend) ppl. a., Denning vbl. sb. 
1622 S. Ward Woe to Drunkards (1627) 45 Insuchtownes 
this Serpent hath no nestling, no stabling, or denning. 
1354 Tails Mag. XXI. 165 Arousing a denned lion. 

t Dea, Obs. rare— 1 . [Etymol. doubtful : cf. 
Dem vJj trans. To dam up. 

1375 Barbour Bruce xiv. 354 This fals tratour his men had 
maid. - The ysche of a louch to den [rime men]. 

Den, obs. form of Dean 1 {decanus), Dene 2 . 
Den and Strand : see Dene 2 . 

Denaer : see Dinar. 

Denalagn (OE.) : see Danelaw. 
t Bena'me, v. Obs. [f. De- I. 3 + Name v,, 
after OF. denomer, denommer, L, denomindre.} 
trans. To denominate. 

2555 Abp. Parker Ps. cxix. 365 These fiftene Psalmes next 
followyng Be songs denamd of steps or stayers, a 2640 
Jackson Creed x. notes, Wks. IX. 268 The exorbitance of 
a diseased appetite in man is therefore denamed ‘ caninus 
appetitus 

Denar ? denare (drnai, dzhai, -e*u). Forms : 

6 denaire, 6-8 denare, 6- denar. [Modification 
of ME. dener , denere (from OF. dener), Denier, 
assimilated to L. denar his, It. denar 0, danaro, and 
the adaptations of these in other languages.] 
A coin: the Roman Denarius ; the Italian denar 0 
or Spanish dinero of the 16-1 7 th c. ; the Persian 
and East Indian Dinar, q.v. 

1547 Boorde Introd. Knowl. 179 In Italy . . in bras they 
haue kateryns & byokes & denares. 1597 1st Pt. Return 
fr. Parnass. r. i. 296 The villaine would not part with a 
denaire. 1699 Bentley Phal. xiv. 438 The Sicilian Talent 
was anciently Six, and afterwards Three Denares. 1701 
W. Wotton Hist. Rome Notes 154 Antony, .promises 5000 
Denares to every private Soldier. 1872 Y eats Growth Comm. 
367 The solidi . . were reckoned as equal to twelve silver 
denars. Ibid. 368 Smaller gold pieces were also coined., 
under the name of gold pennies, gold denars or oboluses. 

Denareotize : see De- II. 1. 

+ Bena'riate, sb. Obs. or Hist. [ad. med.L. 
denaHdt-us (in I.aws of Edw. Confessor, Du 
Cange), f. L. denarius penny: see below.] A 
portion of land worth a penny a year. 

1610 W. Folkingham Art of Surrey u. vii. 58 There be 
also other quantities of Lana taking their denominations 
from our vsual Coine; as Fardingdeales, Obolates, Dena- 
riates, Solidates, Librates. 1670 in Blount Law Diet. s.v. 
Fardingdeal. 

f Dena'riate, a. Obs. [f. L. dendri-us (see 
below), iu med. sense ' money ’ : see -ate 2 .] Of 
or pertaining to money; monetary. 

1632 Lithgow Traz>. x, 441 The Host perceiving their 
denariat charge, he entered their chamber, when they were 
a sleepe. 

Denarie, obs. form of Denary. 

!J Denarius (dinee-rifls). PI. denarii (-ipi). 
[L., for denarius numus denary coin, coin con- 
taining ten (asses), f. deni every ten, ten by ten : 
see -ary b] 

1 . An ancient Roman silver coin, originally of 
the value of ten asses (about eightpence of modem 
English money). 

1579 North Plutarch (1612) 862 (Stanf.) Eleuen Myriades 
of their Denary. 1645 Evelyn Diary (1850) I. 182 (ibid. 
Ten asses make the Roman denarius. 1788 Priestley Led. 
Hist . in. xv. (R.), In the early times of Rome, the price of a 
sheep was a denarius, or eight pence. 1840 Arnold Hist. 
Rome II. 534 The silver coinage [of Rome] was first intro- 
duced in the year 485 ; and the coins struck were denarii, 
quinarii, and sestertii. 1877 C. Geikik Christ liv, (1879) 650 
When they came . . who were hired at the eleventh hour, 
they received each a denarius. 

2 . A gold coin {denarius aureus) of the ancient 
Roman empire, worth 25 silver denarii. 

x66x Lovell Hist. Anim.Sf Min. 8 The fourth part of a 
golden denarius. 1827 Colebrooke Algebra lxxxiv, We 
read in Roman authors of golden as well as silver denarii. 

3 . The weight of the silver denarius used as a 
measure of weight, nearly equivalent to the Greek 
drachma . 

1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. xix. cxxxi, (1495) §40 
Scrupulus that is the eyghtenthe Htiolus is callyd Denarius 
and is acountyd for ten pans. 1771 Raper in Phil, Trans. 
LXI. 492 The Romans did not use the Denarius for a weight 
. . till the Greek physicians .. prescribed by it, as they 
had been accustomed to do by the Drachm in their own 
country. 

H In English monetary reckoning used for ‘ penny’, 

: and abbreviated d. ; see D III. 1. 

t Dena*rrable, a. Obs.- 0 [f. L. dmarrd-re to 

narrate + -ble.] ,* Proper to be related, capable of 
; being declared ’. 

2727 Bailey vol. IT. 1730-6 — (folio); 

So f Denarration, ‘a narration’ (Bailey, 1727)* 
t Denary, denarie, sbf Obs . [ad, L. de- 
norms.} = Denarius, the Roman penny. 
c 1449 Pecqck Repr. 11. ii, 140 Thei offriden to him a de. 


narie. 2548 Udall, etc. Erasm. Par . Matt, xviii. 03 An 
hundreth denaries. 2550 Latimer Serm. Stamford wks. 1 . 
279 ‘ Shew me . . a penny of the tribute money’ ... and they 
brought him a denari. 1615 Brightman Revelation 213 Let 
thre such measures of barly bee sold for a denary. 1674 
Jeake Aritlu (1696) 105 This is sometime called Drachma} 
Denary for distinction sake. 

Denary (dJ-narij, a. and sb .2 [ad. L. dendri-us 
containing ten.] 

A. adj. Relating to the number ten ; having ten 
as the basis of reckoning ; decimal. 

2848 C. Wordsworth Hulsean Lect. A pocalypse 524. Being 
toes they must be ten v in other successive prophecies this 
denary number is retained.^ 2875 Encycl. Brit. II. 463 To 
convert 8735 of the denary into the duodenary scale. 2892 
Pall Mall G. 4 Aug. 6/x The ten denary symbols. 

* 1 * ]B. sb. Obs. 

1 . The number ten ; a group of ten, a decad. 

2615 Crooke Body of Man 337 Three Denaries or Decades 

of weekes. a 1648 Sir K. Digby in Suppl. to Cabala 248 
(T.) Centenaries, that are composed of denaries, and they of 
units, 2682 H. More Annot. Glanvilts Lux O. 280 Sup- 
pose. . Denary* is such a setled number and no other. 

2 . A tithing or tenth part. 

2577 Harrison England n. iv. (1877)1. 91 He diuided 
lathes into hundreds, and hundreds into tithings, or denaries. 

Denationalization (dziuc^naloiz^i-Jon). Ff. 

next H- -ATION. Also in mod.F. {-isalion), Littre.] 
The action of denationalizing, or condition of being 
denationalized. 

18x4 Sir R. Wilson Diary II. 363 Is not the advantage 
.. counterbalanced by the extinction of Poland and Italy, by 
the denationalisation of two such interesting portions of 
Europe? x868 Dilke Greater Brit. I. 1, iv. 45 Americans 
are never slow to ridicule the denationalization of New York. 

Denationalize (d^nae-Janabiz), V. [a. F. df 
nationaliser (a word of the French Revolution), f. 
De- 11 . 1 + national, nationaliseri] 

1 . trans. To deprive of nationality; to take his 
proper nationality from (a person, a ship, etc.) ; to 
destroy the independent or distinct nationality of 
(a country). 

2807 Ann. Reg. 779 By these acts the British government 
denationalizes ships of every country in Europe. 2842 
Blachw. Mag. L. 773 To denationalize themselves, and to 
endeavour to forget that they have a country. 1880 
M Carthy Own Times III. 365 New steps were taken for 
denationalising the country and effecting its. .subjugation. 

2 . To make (an institution, etc.) no longer na- 
tional ; to divest of its character as belonging to 
the whole nation, or to a particular nation. 

2839 Tones 29 June in Spirit Metropol. Conserv. Press 
(1840) II. 122 The attempt to. denationalise the education 
of the infant poor. 2878 N. Amer. Rev. CXXVI. 266 That 
this crime against humanity [slavery), .should be denation- 
alized. 

Hence Dena'tionalized fpl. a., Dena-tionalizer, 
Denationalizing vbl. sb. and fpl. a. 

1812 Q. Rev. VIII. 205 Those denationalised neutrals have 
no right to resist. 2848 Tails Mag. XV. 826 A horrid 
system of denationalizing has roused in them terrible pas- 
sions. i860 Sat. Rev. X. 471/2 The cosmopolitan and de- 
nationalizing character of the Church. 1882 J. H. Blunt 
Ref. Ch. Eng. II. 206 A long train of foreigners or denation- 
alized Englishmen. 

Denaturalization (dfnzediurabiz^ 5 Jsn). [f. 
next + -ation. So in mod.F.] The action of de- 
naturalizing, or condition of being denaturalized. 

1811 Chron . in Ann. Reg. 347 Every person, a subject of 
this kingdom, who leaves it without a passport, .shall incur 
the punishment of denaturalisation. 1881 Scribnefs Mag. 
XXII. 94 He must submit to letters of denaturalization, if 
he is to be passed. 

b. * Den atu ration. 

1882 Chemist <$• Druggist XXIV. 51/2 A Commission in 
Germany has reported on the processes of denaturalisation 
of Alcohol for manufacturing purposes. 

Denaturalize (dfnse*tiurabiz), w. [f. De- II. 

1 + natural, naturalize : so in mod.F. (Littr6).] 

1 . trans . To deprive of its original nature ; to 
alter or pervert the nature of; to make unnatural. 

1812 Southey Omniana I. 34 Alt creatures are, more or 
less, denaturalized by confinement. 1853 H. Rogers Eel. 
Faith 140 This ‘ spiritual ’ faculty. .denaturalised and dis- 
abled. 2881 Palgrave Visions Eng v Pref. 13 The lyrical 
ballad . . like certain wild flowers, is almost always de- 
naturalized by culture. 

2 . To deprive of the status and rights of a natural 
subject or citizen ; the opposite of naturalize. 

2816 Keatings Trav. (18171 II. 119 TheDuque d'Aveiro, 
having been degraded and denaturalized previous to con- 
demnation. 2838 Prescott Ford. $ Is, (2846* L Introd. 30 
They also claimed the privilege, when aggrieved^ of de- 
naturalizing themselves, or, in other words, of publicly re- 
nouncing their allegiance to their Sovereign. 

Hence Denaturalized, -izing ppl. adjs. 

2800 Southey Life (1850) II. 45 By residing in that huge 
denaturalised city. 1812 Edin. Rev. NIX. 375 Cast off 
without ceremony as denaturalized beings. 2820 Lond. 
Mag. May 549/2 The practice of such denaturalizing de- 
pravities. 2847 De Quincey Schlosser's Lit. Hist. Wks* 
186a VII. 54 In their own denaturalised hearts they read 
only a degraded nature. 

Denature (dihrl'tiui), v. [a. F. dlnalurer, 
OF. desnaturer, f. des-, df (De- I. 6 ) + nature ; 
a doublet of Disnature.] 

1 1 . trans. To render unnatural. Obs. 

1685 Cotton tr. Montaigne III. 258 Fanatick people, who 
think to honour their nature by denaturing themselves. 
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2 . To alter (anything) so as to change its nature ; 
e.g. to render alcohol or tea unfit for consumption. 
Hence Dena tured ppl. a. ; also Denatnra*tion. 
1878 J. Thomson Plenip . Key 7 If your liquor be. .not of 
the denatured, nature of London milk, .chicory coffee. ^ 1882 
Athenaeum 25 Mar. 385/1 A paper ? On the Denaturation of 
Alcohol by the Action of Wood-Spirit 18 88 Month* Exam . 
3 July 6/s Regulations authorising the removal from, bond 
of what was termed denatured tea. 

Denaur, var. of Dinar, an eastern coin. 
Denay, obs. variant of Deny v. and sb. 
Dendelion, obs. form of Dandelion - . 
Dendrachate, etc. : see tinder Dendro-. 
De'ndral, a. rare. [f. Gr. dev 8 p- ov tree-f -AL.] 
Pertaining to or of the nature of a tree ; arboreal. 

1874 H. W. Beecher in Christian Union 28 Jan. 72 Such 
trees as that . dendral child of God, the elm. 

Dendran atomy, -anthropology : see under 
Dendro-. 

f Be*ndl’ical, Ct. Obs. [f. as prec. 4 - -IC 4 - -AL.] 
Of the nature of or resembling a tree; dendritic. _ 
1758 Mendes da Costa in Monthly Rev. 454 The said 
author took a dendrites fresh dug . . scraped all the black or 
dendrical substance from it. 

Dendriform (demdrifplm), a. [f. as prec. + 
-form, L. form- is ; after cruciform, etc.] Of the 
form of a tree ; branching, arborescent. 

1847 in Craig. 1869 Nicholson Zool. 89 A dendriform 
mass. 1:888 Rolleston & Jackson Anim. Life 791 A sponge 
may be. .leaf or fan-like, branched or dendriform. 

Dendrite (demdwit). Also in Lat. form den- 
drites (dendrsrtfz), pi. dendritse (-t£). [ad. Gr. 
Sepdpirrjs of or pertaining to a tree, f. 8 lvZp(V tree: 
see -ite. In F. dendrite (1732 in Trevoux).] 

1 . A natural marking or figure of a branching 
form, like a tree or moss, found on or in some 
stones or minerals ; a stone or mineral so marked. 

1727-51 Chambers CycL s.v.. In some dendrites, the figures, 
©r signatures, penetrate quite through. 1774 Strange 
in Phil Trans. LXV. 35 It is also variegated by frequent 
dendrites, 1825 Coleridge Aids Refi. (1848 > I. 27 As den- 
drites derive the outlines, .from the casual neighbourhood 
and pressure of the plants. 1863 Lyell Aniiq. Manyii. 
(ed. 3) 216 Those ramifying crystallizations called dendrites 
usually consisting of the mixed oxyds of iron ^ and man- 
ganese, forming extremely delicate brownish sprigs, resem- 
bling the smaller kinds of sea-weeds. 

Comb. 1856 Stanley Sinai § Pal. i. 11858) 45 The older 
travellers., alt notice what they call Dendrite-stones, — i. e. 
stones with fossil trees marked upon them. 

2. A crystalline growth of branching or arbor- 
escent form, as of some metals under electrolysis. 

1882 A. S. Herschel in Nature No. 642. 363 After a few 
hours of charging, the rough dendrites of humus-coloured 
substance acquired frond-like form. 

Hence Ben&ritiform a ., having the form or ap- 
pearance of a dendrite. 

1890 in Cent. Diet. 

Dendritic (dendri tik), a. [mod. f. Dendrite 
( in F. dendritique) : see -ic.] Resembling or of 
the nature of dendrite : said of various structures or 
formations, chiefly mineral and animal. 

1 . Of a branching form ; arborescent, tree-like. 

1816 P. Cleaveland Mineral. 445 This variety.. is reni- 

form, dendritic, jn membranes, &c. 1841 Trimmer Pract . 
Geol. 74 Dendritic native silver and copper. 1870 Rol- 
leston Anim. Life In trod, 102 This structure ..may be 
either dendritic or foliaceous. 

2 . Having arborescent markings. 

1805-17 R, Jameson Char. Min. (ed. 3) 77 Steatite and 
dendritic calcedony. 1872 H. Macmillan True Vine iii. 
no Imitations of ferns and foliage.. in moss-agates, or in 
what are called dendritic pebbles. 

Dendritical (dendrrtikal), a. [f. as prec. 4* 
-al.] ~prec. 

182a G. Young Geol. Sum. Yorksh. Coast (1828) 183 The 
dendritical impressions.. observed in the parting of sand- 
stone. 1823 Faraday Exp. Res. xviii. 82 The Hydrate is 
produced in a crust or in dendritical crystals. 

Hence Bendri'tically adv., like a dendrite. 

1884 E. Klein Micro-Organisms 4* Disease x iii. 60 In some 
species [of Bacterial the zooglaea is dendri tically ramified. 

Dendro-, before a vowel dendr-, combining 
form of Gr. Slvdpor tree, as in Bemdrachate 
(-ak£ t) [see Achate sb. 1 ], a variety of agate with 
tree-like markings, f Bendrana*tomy, the ana- 
tomy of trees (obs.) . Bendrauthropology (nonce- 
wd.), 1 study based on the theory that man had 
sprang from trees ’ (Davies). Bendrocla stic a., 
breaking or destroying trees, sb. a destroyer of 
trees. Beadrodemtiiie, ‘ the form of branched 
dentine seen in compound teeth, produced by the 
inter blending of the dentine, enamel, and cement * 
(Syd. Soc. Lex. 1883) ; cf. Dendrodont below. 
Dendr ography, description of trees (Syd. Soc. 
Lex.). Beadro^elioplmllio a., said of a sym- 
bolic figure combining a tree, a sun, and a phallus. 
Dendro Tat ry, worship of trees. Bemdrolite, a 
petrified or fossil tree or part of a tree, Dendro'-. 
meter, an instrument for measuring trees. Den- 
drophil, a lover of trees. Bendro*pMlons a., 
tree-loving; in Bot. growing on or twining round 
trees. Bemdrostyle (Zool.), one of the four pillars 


by which the syndendriura is suspended from the 
umbrella in the Rh izostomidse. 

[2706 Phillips (ed. Kersey), Dendrachaies (Gr.), a kind of 
Agate-stone, the Veins and Spots of which resemble the 
Figures of Trees and Shrubs.] 1865 Page Handbk. Geol. 
Terms, Dendrachate . . moss-agate ; agate exhibiting in its 
sections the forms or figures of vegetable growths. 2697 
Phil. Trans. XIX. 558 Dendr anatome may, tho’ more 
remotely, advance even the Practice of Physick, by the Dis- 
covery of the Oeconomy of Plants. 1753 Chambers CycL 
Supp., Dendranatomy, a term used by Malpighi and others 
to express the dissection of the ligneous parts of trees and 
shrubs, in order to the examining their structure and uses, 
a 3843 Southey Doctor eexv. VII. 168 He formed, therefore, 
no system of dendranthropology. 2856 Chamb. Jrnl. VI. 
352 Are we not afflicted by dendroclastics? 2854 Owen in 
C ire. Sc. (c. 1865)11. 96/2 We find not fewer than six leading 
modifications in fishes, r. Hard or true dentine . . 5. Dendro- 
dentine. 1891 T, J. Jeakes in N.A Q. 7th Ser. XII. 395 The 
dendroheliophallic ‘Tree of Life Y probably. 1891 tr. A? 
La Saussaye's Man. Sc. Relig. xii. 89 The impressions 
which have given rise to dendrolatry. 1828 Webster, Den- 
drolite , a petrified or fossil shrub, plant, or part of a plant. 
Diet, of Nat. Hist. 1865 Page Handbk. Geol. Terms , Den - 
drolite. . a general term for any fossil stem, branch, or other 
fragment of a tree. 1768 Gentl. Mag. 552 An account of 
the new invented Dendrometer. 1874 Knight Diet. Meek., 
Dendrometer , an instrument for measuring the height and 
diameter of trees, to estimate the cubic feet of timber therein. 
It has means for taking vertical and horizontal angles, and 
is mounted on a tripod stand. 2888 Pall MallG. 21 Dec. 
3/2 This is the statement of a wild dendrophil. _ 2886 Cuil- 
lemard Cruise ‘ Marches a ' II. 188 Dendrophilous plants 
swarmed up the tree-trunks and shrouded them with their 
fleshy, fenestrated leaves. 2842-72 T. R. Jones Anim. 
Kingd. (ed. 4) 88 The main trunks of the dependent polypi- 
ferous root or stem unite above into a thick quadrate disk 
(syndendrium), which is. suspended by four stout pillars 
{dcndrostyles\ one springing from each angle. 

Dendrobe tde’ndrpub). [ad. mod.L. Dend?v- 
bium, f. Gr. dlvtipov tree 4 * P io$ life.] Anglicized 
form of Dendrobium , name of a genus of epiphytal 
orchids, of which many species are cultivated for the 
beauty of their flowers. 

3882 The Garden 7 Jan. 9/3 One word in praise of this old 
and dear Dendrobe. 1891 Pall Mall G. 2 Nov. 3/2 The 
discovery of what the Anglo-German importers call the 
‘Elephant Moth Dendrobe the Dendrobium Phaleenop- 
sis SchrSderianum. 

Dendroclastic: see under Dendro-. 

Dendro cos!, -coeXe (demdro-il), a. Zool. [f. 
Dendro- 4- Gr. tcoihta the body-cavity, abdomen.] 
Having a branched or arborescent intestine ; be- 
longing to the division Dendroccela of Tnrbellarian 
Worms. Also Dendroccslan, Den&rocoaTous, 
in same sense. 

1869 Nicholson Zool. xxiv T880'' 242 The Nemerteans . . 
make a near approach to the dendrocoelous Planarians. 
1877 Huxley Anat. Inv. Anim, iv. 194 Sometimes a simple 
sac.. and occasionally branched, like that of the dendro- 
corie Turbellaria, 

Bendrocolaptine (de:ndn?|k<?k)e*pt;?m, -in), 
a. Ornith. [f. Dendro- +■ KoXartr-nv to peck, etc ] 
Belonging or allied to the genus of birds Dendro- 
colaptes , or South American tree-creepers. 

2892 W. H. Hudson La Plata 147 There is in La Plata 
a small very common Dendrocolaptine bird —A numb ins 
acuiicmtdaius. 

Dendrodeistine : see under Dendro-. 
Ben&ro&ic (dendrp'dik), a, [f. Gr. 
tree-like + -IC. Cf. also mod L. Dendrodusi] Hav- 
ing a branching or arborescent structure, as the teeth 
of the genus Dendr odus of fossil fishes : see next. 

2854 H. Miller Footpr. Great, v. (1874) 78 The dendrodic 
or tree-like tooth was, in at least the Old Red Sandstone, a 
characteristic of all the Celacanth family. 

Dendrodont (demdrmVnf!, sb. and a. Palxont, 
and Zool. [f. Dendro- 4- Gr. bbovr- tooth.] 

A. sb. A fish of the extinct fossil genus Dendro- 
dus, characterized by teeth of dendritic structure. 
(Cf. dendrodeniine under Dendro-.) 

. 1849-52 Owen in Todd CycL Anat. IV. 11. 860 The seem- 
ingly simple conical teeth of the extinct family of fishes 
which I have called * Dendrodonts *. , 2S65 Page Handbk. 
Geol. Terms. 

B. adj. Having, or consisting of, teeth of den- 
dritic internal structure. 

1872 N icholson Palteonf. 326 Dentition dendrodont. 1880 
Gunther Fishes 365 Dentition dendrodont. 

Dendrography, etc. : see under Dendro-. 
Dendroid (demdroid), a. [f. Gr. 5tY5p-or 4 - 
-oid: cf. Gr. ^vdp^s, contr. from Sei'S/wa&Js.] 
Of the form of a tree ; dendritic, arborescent, 

2846 Dana Zooph. (2848) 544 A dendroid specimen in the 
coral collections of Peale’s Museum. 2869 N icholson Zool. 
105 Dendroid, or tree-like, corals, . 

Dendroi*daI, a. ff. as prec. 4- -al.] *»prec. 
2840 Penny CycL XVIII. 372/2 (Corals) Poly par ium den- 
droidal, dichotomous, 

Dendrolatry, -lifce ; see under Dendro-. 
Dendrology (dendr^-lodgi). [f. Dendro- 4- 
Gr. -koyia discourse, -logy.] The study of trees ; 
the department of botany which treats of trees. So 
Bendrolo-gic, Dendro? o'gical, BendroTogfous 
adjs. y belonging to dendrology; Dendrologist, one 
versed in dendrology, a professed student of trees. 
2708 Kersey, Dendrology , a Treatise, or Discourse of Trees. 
1825 P. W. W atson Dettdrol. Brit. Introd. 1 That no person 


. . since the time of Evelyn . . should have taken up , . the 
Dendrologic Department of the science. Ibid, Introd. 10 
This . . work . . includes about 100 Trees and Shrubs for the 
Dendrologist, indigenous to the British Isles. 1869 W. 
Robinson Parks Gardens Paris (1878) 344 There is a 
school of Dendrology here. 1875 Lowell Lett. (1894) II. 
137 The sonnet is ..‘susceptible of a high polish*, as the 
dendrologists say of the woods of certain trees. 2884 Science 
4 July 10 Dendrological science has met with a great . . loss 
in the death of Alphonse Laval lee. 

Dendrometer, -phil, -style : see Dendro-. 
Dene (dm), sb . 1 Another spelling of Dean sb. 2 , 
a (wooded) vale. 

Dene (dfn), sb . 2 Also den, deine, deane. [Of 
uncertain derivation. 

The sense seems to make it distinct from dene, Dean 2, 
and suggests affinity to LG. dime (now also mod. Ger.), 

E. Fris. and N.Fris. diine , diin, Du. duin , sand-hill on the 
coast : also F. dune in same sense. But its relationship to 
these words is phonetically uncertain, and rendered more 
so by the existence of the form den. Relationship to Ger. 
'tenne floor, perh. orig. ‘ a flat has also been suggested ; but 
the history of the word does not go back far enough to admit 
of any certain conclusion.] 

1 . A bare sandy tract by the sea : a low sand-hill ; 
as in the Denes north and south of Yarmouth, Dene- 
side there, the Den at Exmouth, Teign mouth, etc. 

a. in form den. 

2278 [see 2]. 2599 Nashe Lenten Stujfe (1871) 26 There 

being aboue flue thousand pounds worth of them at a time 
upon her dens a sunning, 1776 Withering Brit. Plants 
(1796) III. 563 On the sandy den at Teignmomh, plentiful. 
1847 Halliwell, Den, a sandy tract near the sea, as at 
Exmouth, and other places. 

P. in form dene. 

1816 Keatinge Trav. (1817) I. 7 Quitting Calais for St. 
Omars, — the deines or sand-hills . . begin. 2845 Blackut. 
Mag-. Apr. 424/2 A ‘ broad separated from the sea by a 
narrow strip of low sand-banks, and sandy downs or deanes 
as they are there termed. 1855 Kingsley Westw. Ho / xvi, 
Mrs. Leigh, .watched the ship glide out between the yellow 
denes. 2857 — Two V. Ago 50 Great banks and denes of 
shifting sand. 
f 2 . Den and strand : 

* Den . . is The Liberty the Ports Fishermen shall have to 
beet or mend, and to dry their Nets at Great Yarmouth, 
upon Marsh Lands there, yet called The Demies, during . . 
all the Herring Season. Strond .. the Liberty the Fisher- 
men have to come to the Key at Great Yarmouth, and 
deliver their Herrings freely' (Jeake). Obs. 

2278 Charter Edw. I in Jeake Charters Cinque Ports 
(1728) 12 Et quod habeant Den & Strond, apud magnam 
Jernemouth [transl. in Hakluyt Voy. (1598) I, 117 And that 
they shall haue Denne and. Strand e at Great Yarmouth J, 
2332 Charter Edw. Ill, ibid. 23 Nous , . voillouns qu'ils 
ayount lour eysementz eh Strande & Den saunz approprie- 
ment del soil. 2706 in Phillips. 

t Bene* sb$ Obs. A fictitious sb. made by 
separating the adv. Bedene, by dene ‘ together, 
straight on, straightway’ into be dene, by dene ; 
whence, by varying the preposition, 'with dene. 

c 2375 Sc. Leg. Saints , Vinccntins 328 As j>. a had sene It 
J>at par downe wes done with dene, c 1450 St, Cuthbert 
(Surtees) 7804 Nine sere .. And twa moneths, all’ be dene. 
? c 1475 Sqr. loive Degre 272 Take thy leue of king® and 
quene, And so to all the courte by dene, 
f Dene, a, Obs. rare ~ ‘. fad. L. den-i~\ Ten. 
c 1420 Pallad. on Hush 1. 587 Whenne the moone is daies 
dene Of age is good, and til she be fiftene, 

Dene, var. Dain sb., Den sb 2 ; obs. f. Dean 
and Din. 

f Be*negate, v. Obs . [f. ppl. stem of L. dine- 
gdre to deny.] To deny. 

2623 in Cockkram. 1652 F. Kirkman Clerio $ L. 224, 
I cannot denegate any thing unto thee. 

Benegation (den/g^Jon). [a. F. dcnigafion 
(desn-), 14th c. in Hotzf., ad, L. denegdl ion-em, n. 
of action from denegdre to deny,] 
f 1 . Refusal to grant, denial of what is asked. 

1489 Will off. Welbeke (Somerset Ho.\ Withouten any 
delay fraude denegacion or treble. 2548 Hai.i. Citron. (2809) 
849 Denegacion of 1 ustice. 1653 Biggs New Disp. ? 273 
A denegation of that, to which she hath had a strong op- 
tation. 

2 . Denial, contradiction. 

1831 Southey in Q. Rev. XLV. 299 The base and beaten 
.path of denegation. 1889 Stevenson Master of Ik vi. 220, 
I thought to interrupt him with some not very truthful 
denegation. 

Denegatory (d£he*gatari), a, rare. [f. L. 
denegdl-, ppl. stem of denegdre to deny ■+ -ouy : cf, 

F. denigatoire (1771 in Hatzf.).] Having the effect 
of denving ; contradictory. 

1823 Bentham Not Paul 255 Denied by. the opposite dene- 
gatory assertion. ; ibid. 259' A ■ denegatory declaration— a 
declaration denying the fact charged in the accusation. 
tDeneger. Obs. » Denier. 

(App. an error for deneyer, but perh. intentionally f. 
*aetiege, ad. L. denegdre.) 

2583 Stubbes Anat. Abus, 1. (1879) 215 An infidell, and a 
deneger of the faith. ^ 2592 — Motive Good Whs. (1593; 117 
Heathen people and infidels, denegers of the faith, 

Dene-hole, Bane-hole (drn-, dr~i-n,hJui). 
Also 9 Danes* hole. [app. from the national name 
Dane, Danes , ME. Dene, OE. D%ne + Hole. 

There' is no doubt that this is popularly and traditionally, 
fhe/ocal interpretation of the name : see the first. quot# In 
various parts of the country, eg. "the county of Durham, 
other ancient caves "and .excavations' are attributed to the 
Danes, and called Danes holes or Dane-holes. It is not 
quite certain that dene-hole is a genuine popular form any- 
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where ; hut if so, it may possibly represent a ME. Dene- 
hol(e : — OE. Dena-hol ’ Danes’ hole (cf. OE. Dena-lagu , 
ME. Dene-lawe , mod. Danes' law, Dane-law ), or it may 
be merely a local pronunciation. But it has suggested to 
recent writers connexion with Dene sbJ, or with other of 
the sbs. so spelt, or with Den (which is phonetically im- 
possible) ; and either on this account, or because it does not 
countenance any theory about the Danes, it has been gener- 
ally adopted by the archaeologists who have investigated 
these holes since c 18S0. Some have very reprehensibly 
shortened the name dene-hole into dene, conformably to their 
erroneous conjectures as to its connexion with dene and den . } 
The name applied to a class of ancient excava- 
tions, found chiefly in Essex and Kent in England, 
and in the Valley of the Somme in France, consist- 
ing of a narrow cylindrical shaft sunk through the 
superincumbent strata to the chalk, often at a depth 
of 60 or 80 feet, and there widening out horizontally 
into one or more chambers. Their age and purpose 
have been the theme of much discussion. 

They are mentioned (but not named) by Lambarde 1570, 
by Camden 1605 as putei, jn Plot’s Oxfordshire , 1705, as 
‘ the Gold-mine of Cunobeline, in Essex*’, and described in 
a letter from Derham to Ray 17 Feb. 1706. For later history 
see Mr. Spurrell’s paper cited below, and Trans. Essex 
Field Club, 1883 III. 48, Journal xxviii, Ivi. 

1768 Morant Hist. Essex 1. 228 [The Dane-holes at Grays] 
The Danes are vulgarly reported to have used them as 
receptacles or hiding-places for the plunder and booty 
which they took, from the adjoining inhabitants during 
their frequent piracies and descents upon this island, 
and hence they have been styled Dane or Dene holes. 
1818 Cambrian Reg . III. 31 The controversy relative to 
the original intention of the Deneholes. 1863 Murray's 
Handbk. Kent <$* Sussex (ed. 2) 16 They are here called 
‘ Daneholes’ or ‘ Cunobeline’s Gold Mines’, Ibid. 20 In a 
chalk-pit near the village of E. Tilbury are numerous exca- 
vations called Danes’ Holes .. Similar excavations .. exist 
in the. chalk and tufa on either bank of the Somme . . The 
tradition still asserts that these caverns were used, for retreat 
and concealment in time of war, whence their ordinary name 
Lex souterrains des g tier res. 1871 R. Meeson in Palin 
Stifford Sf its Neighbourhood 41 The Dane-holes as they 
are called by the country people. 1881 F. C. J. Spurrell 
in A rckseol. Jml. {title), On Deneholes and Artificial Caves 
with Vertical Entrances. 1883 Trans. Essex Field Club 
III. Jml. 17 June 1882, An account of the Club’s first visit 
to the ‘Denes* in Hangman’s Wood. 1887 T. V. Holmes 
in Essex Naturalist I. 225 (title) Report on the Denehole 
Exploration at Hangman’s Wood, Grays, 1884-1887. 1891 

Proc. Soc. A ntiq. 5 Feb. 245 On the discovery of a dene-hole 
containing Roman remains at Plumstead. 

Denelage, -law© : see Dane-law. 

Dener, -e, obs. form of Dinner, Denier. 

II BenereL [OF. (i 3th c. in Godef.) ; in form 
dim. of defier , denier .] A measure of capacity in 
Guernsey : see quot. 

i85z Ansted Channel I si. iv. App. A (ed. 2) 567 In 
Guernsey the denerel or dundrel is the common small unit 
of dry measure. Three denereis .. make one cabot; two 
cabots or six denereis, one bushel. 

+ Bener va*tioHa Obs. rare. [f. De- I. i + 
L. nervus string, etc., as if f. a verb *denervdre 
to tie down with a string.] A marking or groove, 
such as is produced by a string tied round. 

1637 Tomlinson Renou's Disp. 469. Worms . . are like ob- 
long fibres whose parts are not discriminated, save by some 
. . denervations. 

Dengerous, obs. form of Dangerous. 

Dengue (deipg*). Also dengue-fever, denga. 
[Immediately, a. West Indian Spanish dengue; 
ultimately, according to Dr. Christie, in Glasgow 
Med. Jml. Sept. 1881, a Swahili word, the full 
name of the disease in Zanzibar being ka dinga 
pepo ( ka partitive article, * a, a kind of’, dinga , 
dyenga , denga , * sudden cramp-like seizure pepo 
1 evil spirit, plague ’). On its introduction to the 
West Indies from Africa in 1827, the name was, in 
Cuba, popularly identified with the Spanish word 
dengue ‘ fastidiousness, prudery’. In this form it 
was subsequently adopted in the United States, and 
eventually in general English use. 

In the British West Indies, called by the Negroes dandy. 
Both names appear to be popular adaptations, of the 
' sparrow-grass ’ type, of the Swahili name, with a mocking 
reference to the stiffness of the neck and shoulders, ana 
dread of motion, exhibited by the patients; whence also 
another name of ridicule, the * Giraffe ’.—See Dandy 2 .) 

An infectious eruptive fever, commencing sud- 
denly, and characterized by excruciating pains, 
especially in the joints, with great prostration and 
debility, but seldom proving fatal ; it is epidemic 
and sporadic in East Africa and the countries sur- 
rounding the Indian Ocean, and (since 1827) in the 
West Indies and adjacent parts of America. Also 
called Dandy , and Break-bone fever . 

(The name has apparently been sometimes given in error 
to other epidemic fevers.) 

*847 in Craig. 18^4-^60 Mayne Expos. Lex., Dengue , 
name for a fever which prevailed in Charleston, summer 
of 1850 . . Also called . . the Break-bone fever. 1866 Har- 
vard Mem. Biog. I. 37 Having had a severe attack of 
dengue or break-bone fever. x88x Dr. Christie Dengue 
Fever in Glasgow Med. Jrnl. Sept. 165 Three epidemics of 
dengue are reported as having occurred within the eastern 
hemisphere, the first during the years 1779-84, the second 
from 1823 to 1829, and the third from 1870^ to 1875. Ibid. 
*65 In 1870 the older inhabitants [of Zanzibar] recognized 
the disease as one which had been epidemic about 48 . . years 


before, and they gave to it the former designation ka-dinga - j 
Jepo, the name under which I described it in my first com- 
munication. Ibid. 169 Denga was prevalent in Zanzibar in 
1823. 1885 Times 4 Dec. 13 What connexion there may be 

between the troncasa or dengue fever and the recent invasion 
of cholera [at Gibraltar]. 

Deniable (d/harabT), a. [f. Dent v. + -able.] 
That can be denied. 

1548 Gest Pr. Masse 98 This is deniable. 2672 Penn 
Spirit Truth Vind. 27 The first Proposition is purely Scrip- 
tural, and therefore the consequent not deniable. 1760 
Law Spirit of Prayer n. 49 A maxim that is not deniable. 
1863 E. Lucas in Manning Ess. Relig. «$■ Lit. 354 It is not 
deniable^ that even the inferior officers in an army . . have 
certain rights. 

Denial (diharal). [f. Deny v. + -al II. 5,] 

1 . The act of saying ‘ no 3 to a request or to a 
person who makes a request ; refusal of anything 
asked for or desired. 

1328 Gardiner in Pocock Rec. Ref. I. li, 122 To colour the 
denial of the king’s purpose. X548UDALL, etc. Erasm. Par. 
Matt. xv. (R,), The woman was not weryed with so many 
repulses and denyals. 2596 Shaks. Tam. Skr. 11. i. 281 
Neuer make deniall ; I must and will haue Katherine to my 
wife. 1631 Gouge God’s A rrows iv. § 8. 385 Torture . . De- 
niall of buriall, and other externall crosses. X736 Butler 
Anal. 1. v. 236 Resolution, and the denial of our passions. 
1806-7 J* Beresfor n Miseries Hum. Life (1826) n. xl, Pe- 
remptory orders of denial to all comers whomsoever. 1847 
Tennyson Princess v. 324 To learn if Ida yet would cede 
our claim, Or by denial flush her babbling wells With her 
own peoples life. 

b. = Self-denial. 

1828 Webster s. v., A denial of one's self is a declining of 
some gratification ; restraint of one’s appetites or propen- 
sities. 1873 Miss J. E. A. Brown Thoughts thro' Year 78 
The denials of obedience. 

2 . The asserting (of anything) to be untrue or 
untenable ; contradiction of a statement or allega- 
tion as untrue or invalid ; also, the denying of the 
existence or reality of a thing. 

1376 Fleming Panopl. Episi. 107 Cicero laboureth in his 
owne purgation, and that any such thing was of him com- 
mitted, .maketh flat denyall. 1651 Baxter Inf. Bapt. 38 
That this is a Mercy . . is plain, and frequently past denyall. 
a 2704 T. Brown Per shts Sat. i. Prol. Wks. 1730 I. 52 Tis 
true, nor is it worth denial. 2841 Myers Cath. Th. hi. xxi. 
80 The denial of these difficulties, or the ignoring of them. 
1843 Whately Logic in Encycl. Metrop. 197/1 The denial 
of the suppressed premiss . . will at once invalidate the argu- 
ment. X875 Jowett Plato (ed. 2) IV. 134 The denial of 
abstract ideas is the destruction of the mind. 

3 . Refusal to acknowledge a person or thing as 
having a certain character or certain claims ; a dis- 
owning, disavowal. 

1390 N.T.(L.Tomson)A/<zi7. xxvi .heading, Peters deniall. 
1631 Hobbes Leviath. 11. xxvii. 158 Ail Crimes that contain 
not in them a denyall of the Soveraign Power, a 17x6 South 
(J.V Those are the proper scenes, in which we act our 
confessions or denials of him. 

4 . Law. Denier 2 : see quot. ; b. The 

opposing by the defendant or accused party of a 
plea, claim, or charge advanced against him. 

1628 Coke On Litt. 261 b, Deniall is a disseisin of a Rent 
Charge, as well as of a Rent secke. 1728 Young Love Fame 
vii, Ev’n denials cost us dear at court. 1828 Scott F. M. 
Perth xx, Of course the charge will be rebutted by a^ denial. 
x86x W. Bell Diet. Law Scot. s. v., Denial in law imports 
no more than not confessing. It does not amount to a posi- 
tive assertion of the falsehood of that which is denied. 

5 . dial. A drawback, disadvantage, detriment, 
hindrance. 

1736 Peggk Kentidsms, A denial to a farm ; i. e. a pre- 
judice, a drawback, hindrance, or detriment. 1876 S. 
IVarwicksh. Gloss., Denial, hindrance, drawback. ‘It’s 
a great denial to him to be shut up in the house so long ; * 
1883 Hampshire Gloss., Denial, an encumbrance. ‘ His 
children be a great denial to ’un.’ Also in Glossaries of 
Worcestersh., Gloucestersh Surrey , Sussex , Leicester , 
Shropshire^ Cheshire. 

+ Deniance. Obs. [f. Deny ®. + -anoe : cf. 
OF. denoiance , f. denoier , var. of denier to Deny.] 
Denial. 

1548 Hall Chroti. 244 Either for the affirmaunce or de- 
niance of the same. 1368 Grafton Chron. II. 749. 

Denied (d/nsi-d), ppl. a. [f. Deny v. + -ed.] 
Said not to be true or not to exist ; refused. 

1839 Sala Tw. round Clock (x 861) 281 Dying of that com- 
mon, but denied disease, a broken heart. 

Hence BeaLie*dness s the quality of being denied ; 
f self-denial (obs.). 

167 x True Non-conf. 357 Their deniedness unto all things, 
their absolute resignation unto. .God. 

Denier 1 (driioroi). [f. Deny v. + -er U] One 
who denies (in various senses of the verb). 

c 1400 Apol. Loll. 09 And $et }?ey deny to men he under- 
standing of gospel . . j?ei wel bi deniers {printed deneris]. 
1330 Palsgr. 212/2 Denyer of a thynge, escondisseur. 1538 
Knox First Blast (Arb.) 46 Deniers of Christ Iesus. x66o 
Jer. Taylor Duct. Dnbit. 1. ii. rule iii. § 12 He must be 
a desplser of the world, a great denier of himself. 1741 
Warburton Div. Legat. II. Ded. 23 The Deniers of a 
future State. 1876 Bancroft Hist. U. S. VI. xxvi. 33 One 
state disfranchised J ews . , another deniers of the Trinity. 

t Denier Law. Obs. [a. F. dinier pres, inf., 
taken subst. : cf. disclaimer , and see -ER *.] The 
act of denying or refusing. 

X332-3 Act 24 Hen. VIII, c. 6 Any of thekyngessubiectes, 
to whom any denyer of sale, .shall be made. 1628 Coke On 
Litt X53 b, Without a demand there be no denier of the rent 
in law. 1642 J. M. Argt. conf. Militia 24 This in effect 
was a denier of justice. 


Dernier 3 (dM®M, ||d<my<r). Obs. or arch. Forms: 
5-7 denere, 6 Sc. deneir, 6-7 deneere, 7 deneer, 
-eare, -ire, -iere, dinneere, 6- denier. See also 
Denar, [a. OF. dener, later denier (*=Pr. dener , 
denier, dinier , Cat. diner, Sp. dinero , Pg. dinkeiro f 
It. denar 0, danaro) L. denarium : see Denarius. 
The form deneer(e (cf, musketeer , etc.) prevailed 
about 1600.] 

1 . A French coin, the twelfth of the sou; origin- 
ally, like the Roman denarius and English penny, 
of silver ; but from *i6th c. a small copper coin. 
Hence (esp. in negative phrases) used as the type 
of a very small sum. 

Originally, from reign of Charlemagne till 32th c., a silver 
com of about 22 Troy grains or rather less than a penny- 
weight ; from the 13th c. to the reign of Chas. IX (d. 1574'), 
usually of billon or base silver (denier touruois\ and weigh- 
ing at different times from to to 14 gr. ; under Henry III 
(1574-89) it became a copper coin of about 22 gr, (less than § 
of the current bronze farthing), and so continued till the 
death of Louis X IV. (B. V. Head. ) 

CX425 Wyntoun Cron. vi. v. 60 To }?e kyrk ilka yhere Of 
Rome he heycht a denere To pay (a penny }>at is to say), 
1380 H. Gifford Gillof lowers (1875) 132 And in his purse, 
to serue his neede. Not one deneere he had. 1594 Shaks. 
Rich. Ill, 1. ii. 252 My Dukedome to a Beggerly denier 1 
I do mistake my person all this while. 1607 Walkington 
Opt. Glass 45 Then Hue in wealth and giue not a dinneere. 
x6xx Cotgr., Denier a penny, a deneere; a small copper 
coin valued, at the tenth part of an English pennie ; also, 
apennie-weight, or 24 grains, a 1670 Hacket A bp. Williams 

I. (1692) 104 The Lord Treasurer, I know well, had.. not 
drawn a denier out of the King’s purse. 1706 Phillips (ed. 
Kersey), Denier, a French Brass-Coin, worth three Tenths 
of an English Farthing, of which Twelve make a Sols. Also 
a Penny-weight in Silver; thus an Ounce of Silver, .is of 
24 Deniers. 1873 Hale In His Name vi. 55 A slave whom 
I have bought with my deniers. 1876 Browning. Pacchia- 
rotto 79 Let the blind mole mine Digging out deniers 1 

f 2 . Used to translate Lat. denarius : see De- 
narius 1. Obs . 

1398 Grenewey Tacitus* Aim.i. v. (1622) 9 ThePretorian 
bands, which receiued two deniers a day. 1606 . Holland 
Sueton , 66 Gallus his scribe, had receiued 500 deniers. 

A pennyweight; = Denarius 3. Obs. 

x6ox Holland Pliny II. 79 Take of wild running Thyme 
the weight of two deniers. .Ervil floure twelue deniers or 
drams, a 1656 Ussher Ann. (1658) 229 Counting here, as 
his manner everywhere is, a deneere, for a drachma. 1706 
[see 1). # 

Denigrate (demigr^t),#. Now rare. [f. ppl. 
stem of L. denigrdre to blacken, f. De- I. 3 + 
nig' are to blacken, f. niger, nigr black ,* cf. F. 
dlnigrer (14th c. in Hatzf.). Apparently disused 
in 18th c., and revived in 19th c.J 

1 . trans. To blacken, make black or dark. lit. 
1623 Cockeram, Denigrate, to make blacke, 1646 Sir T. 

Browne Ep. vi.xii. 336 Tbefuliginousand denigrating 

humor. 2637 Tomlinson Renou’s Disp. 1 gx This Lotion will 
denigrate the hairs of hoary heads. 1726 Ayliffe Par ergon 
231 Drunkenness . . denigrates the Colour of the Body. 1849 
Cdl. Wiseman Ess. (1853) III. 603 How the north wind 
should always, drive a down-draught, with its denigrating 
consequences, into the drawing-room. 1837 J. Raine Mem. 

J. Hodgson I. 89 note. The.. smoke of pits and manu- 
factories, with . .a . . dash of denigrated fog from the river. 

2 . Jig. To blacken, sully, or stain (character or 
reputation) ; to blacken the reputation of (a person, 
etc.) ; to defame. 

1526 Pilgr. Perf. (W. de W. 1531) 93 To mynysshe, deny- 
grate, or derke his good name or fame. 1636 Trapp Comm. 
Marh\. 24 This he spake, not to honour Christ, but to deni- 
grate him. . 1665 Boyle Occas. Rej 2 . hi. v. (1845) 41 [They] 
do., so denigrate the Reputation of them that oppose them. 
1871 Morley Voltaire (x886) 352 Napoleon ,. . pay mg writers 
for years to denigrate the memory of Voltaire, whose very 
name he abhorred. 1889 Plumptrk in Antiquary Apx. 
146/2 The character he is at such pains to denigrate, 
f b. To darken mentally, obscure. Obs. rare. 
1383 Stubbes Anat. Abus. (1877) 78 These.. smells.. do 
rather denigrate, darken, and obscure the spirit and 
sences. 

Hence ©emigrated///, a., D emigrating ppl. a. 
1646, 1849, 183^ [see 1]. 

Denigration (denigr£i -Jan). Now rare. [ad. 
L. denigrdtidn-em , n. of action from denigrdre : so 
in OF. (i4-i6th c.). As to use, see prec.] 

1 . The action of blackening, or process of becom- 
ing black (literally). 

1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. vi. xii. 336 These are the 
advenient and artificiall wayes of denigration . . These are 
the waies wherby culinary and common fires doe operate. 
a 1691 Boyle Wks. I. 7x4 (R.) In these several instances of 

denigration, the metals are worn off. , 

2 . Jig, blackening of character, defamation. 

1868 Helps Realmah xvii, I should not care so much about 

this denigration, if there were not always people ready to 
repeat to the person blackened all the dark and unpleasant 
things which others have said about him or her. 1884 C. E. 
Plumptre G. Brum II. 133 The denigration of those right- 
fully held In esteem for their learning and virtue, 
f b. A stain, a dark spot. Obs. rare. 

1641 J. Jackson True Evang. T. 11. 149. Let [this] he the 
denigration, and such a spot in the. .Turkish religion, as no 
Fullers sope can wash out. 

% In the following (with, a hyphen) app. used for 
( wwblackening, whitewashing [See De- II. 1.] 
3868 J. H. Blunt Ref. Ch. Eng. I. 290 A fallen angel 
whose de-nigration is beyond the power of an impartial 
historian. 
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Deui^rator (de*nigr* ! tai). [agent-n. in L. 
form from deni gr are to Denigrate : see -or.] 

1 . Something that blackens. 

1658 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. vi. xii. (ed. 4) 413 Iron 
and Vitriol are the powerful Denigrators. 

2 . One who blackens another’s character or re- 
putation. 

1874 Helps Sec. Press . xii. 156 The denigrator had in 
view, the abundant malice and envy of mankind. 1882 
Remin. old Bohemian (1883) 40 Most of his denigrators and 
assailers. 

Denigrature. rare~°. - Denigration. 

1727 Bailey vol, II, Denigrature, a making black. 
Denim (d/ni'm, demim). [Shortened from serge 
de Mm , F. serge de Mimes or Nismes , serge of 
Nismes (a manufacturing town of Southern France). 
See Savary des Bruslons, Diet. gin. de Commerce 
(Geneva 1742), * serges et cadis deNimesh Cf. 
Delaine.] A name originally given to a kind of 
serge; now in U. S. to a coloured twilled cotton 
material used largely for overalls, hangings, etc. 

1695 E. Hatton Merchants Mag. iS9> *8 Serge Denims 
that cost 61 . each. 1703 Loud. Gas. No. 3885/4 A pair of 
Flower'd Serge de Nim Breeches. 1864 Webster, Denim , 
a coarse cotton drilling used for overalls, etc. 1868 Mobile 
Daily Tribune 4 Nov. 4/6 Dry Goods .. Blue Denims.. 
Brown Denims. 1875 Miss Bird Sandwich Isl. (r88o) 79 She 
wears. , a scanty, loose frock cf blue denim down to her knees. 

Deuitrate (dznortr^t), v. [De- II. i.] 'irons. 
To free from nitric or nitrons acid. 

1863 Richardson & Watts Client. Technol. I. nr. i. 94 
A limited quantity of sulphurous acid passed upwards to 
denitrate the acid. 1893 Brit . Jrnl. Photog. XL. 797 Gun- 
cotton. .loses its solubility as it becomes denitrated. 

Hence Benrtrated ppl. a., Beni-trating’ ppl. a. 
and vbl. sb. ; also, Bemtra’tion, the process of 
denitrating ; Beni-trator, an apparatus for deni- 
tration. 

1863 Richardson & Watts Chem. Technol. I, hi. i. 89 
A close reservoir, .placed, .above the denitrating column. 
Ibid. 93 The denitration was then attempted. *873 Chemical 
Nemos XXVII. 135 There are two methods.. on the Tyne 
for the denitration of the nitro-sulphuric acid : the Glover 
towers and denitration by steam. 1S80 Lomas Alkali 
Trade 73 The framework of the denitrator is formed of to in. 
square timber. 

Denitrify (dawrtrifoi), v. [De- II. i.] trams. 
To deprive of nitrous or hyponitric acid. Hence 
Beni 'trifled ppt. a., Beni*trifying vbl. sb. and 
ppl. a. ; Beni'trifier, a denitrifying agent ; BenR- 
triflea tor, an apparatus used in sulphuric acid 
works to remove the nitrons vapours (nitrous or 
hyponitric acids) from the sulphuric acid previously 
‘nitrated* in the Gay Lussac tower. 

1891 G. Lunge Manitf. Sulphuric Acid I. 562 Another 
apparatus, constructed on the same principle . . is the 
* Denitrificateur ’ proposed by Gay-Lussac himself. 1892 W. 
Crookes Wagner's Client. Technol. 266 Gay-Lussac’s 
denitrificator consists of a tower of sheet lead. Ibid. 272 The 
excess of sulphuric acid acts here at the wrong place as 
a denitrifier. Ibid. 266 [This] conveys it into the denitrify- 
ing apparatus. 

Demtrize (dzhai’trsiz), v. [De- II. 1.] —prec. 
Hence Denrtrizing vbl. sb. and ppl. a. 

1892 W. Crookes Wagner's Chem. Technol. 267 Passing 
out denitrified at the bottom of the tower. Ibid., The deni- 
trising apparatus devised by J. Glover of Wallsend. .used 
under the name of the Glover tower. 

+ Benizate, V. Law . Obs. [f. ppl. stem of 
mecl. (Anglo-)L. denizdre ; see Denize vi] trans . 
To constitute ja denizen. 

1604 in Spottiswood Hist. Ch. Scot. vir. ('1677! 485 His 
Majesties /Prerogative Royal to denizate, enable and prefer 
to such offices. 1628 Coke Ott Liit. 129a, An alien that is 
enfranchised or denizated by letters patent. 

Denization (denize 1, Jan). Law . [a. Anglo-F. 
denization (Littleton Inst.), n. of action from De- 
nize v. : in 1 6-1 7th c. Anglo-L. denizdtio (Du 
Cange).] The action of making a person a deni- 
zen, or condition of being made a denizen, 

1601 Act 43 Eliz. c, Hi, An Act for the Denization of 
William Myllet. 1697 Evelyn Numism. vi. 203 What 
famous Cities bad Privilege of Roman denization. 1755 
Carte Hist. Eng. IV. 327 He. .gave all the Scots in Ulster, 
bom before the death of Q. Elizabeth, the privilege of 
denization. 2868 E. Edwards Raleigh I. i. 13 A merchant 
of Genoa, who had Letters Patent of denization from King 
; Henry. 

t Denize, v. Obs. [f. Deniz-en, by dropping 
the termination : probably representing an AFr. 
denizer ; in med.(Anglo-)L. denizdre. ] 

1 . trans. To make (a person) a denizen. 

1577 Hanmer Anc. BccLHist. (1619) 240 Which things 
when this free denized Cubrxcus had gotten. *579 J. Stubbes 
Gaping Gulf C), If he be not denized, the laws can not 
abide him to be mayster of one foot of ground. 1602 
Carew Cornwall 65 a, Sundry of those now inhabiting are 
lately denized Cornish. 1708 J. Chamberlayne Si. Gt. 
Brit. x. m. v. (1743) 181 If a foreign Lady . . marry an 
English man and she herself be not denized, she is barred 
all privileges and Titles due to her husband. 

2 . Jig. To admit into recognized use (as a word, 
a custom, etc.) ; to naturalize. 

1577-87 Holinshed Citron y. II. 10/2 The Irish language 
was free dennized in the English pale. 1594 Plat Jewell-ho., 
Diverse Nno Exper. 6 This secrete is as yet merely 
French, but it had beene long since either denized or made 
English if, etc. 


D@ 31 .izeH (denizen'), sb. and a. Forms: 5 
deynseyn, -seen, deinseyn, deynesin, 5-6 
denesyn, -zen, denysen, -zen, 6 denezan, deni- 
sine, denysyn, -een, 6-7 denxsen, -zin, 6-8 
denison, -zon, 7 -zan, 6 - denizen, [a. AF. 
deinzein , dense in, denszein — OF. deinzein , f. AF. 
deinz, dens, dens, mod.F. dans (:-~L. de intits) 
within + ~ein:—h. -duetts : cf. foreign, forein , L. 
fordneus . ] 

1 . A person who dwells within a country, as op- 
posed to foreigners who dwell outside its limits. 
(In this, the original sense, including and mainly 
consisting of citizens.) Now rare in lit. sense. 

14. . Chalmerlain Ayr ill (Sc. Stat. 1 \ Alswel forreyns as 
deynseens [tam inhabitautes quant forin$eci\. 1488-9 Act 
4 Hen. VII , c. 23 Coin, .con veied into Flaundres. .as well 
by merchauntes straungevs as by deynesins. 1628 Coke 
On Litt. 129 a, He that is born within the king's Hegeance 
is called sometime a denizen, quasi deins nee, born within. 
. .But many times denizen is taken for an alien born that is 
infranchised or denizated by letters patent. 1655 Gurnall 
Chr. in Arm. 1. 53 The Charter of London.. is the birth- 
right of its own Denisions, not Strangers. 1664 Penusyhu 
Archives I. 25 All people shall continue free denizens and 
enjoy their lands. 1734 tr. Rollin' s A nc. Hist. I. x. 388 To 
be a natural denizen of Athens it was necessary to be born 
of a father and mother both free and Athenians. _ 1841 James 
Brigand i, The towns of that age and their laborious 
denizens. 1847 Lytton Lucretia 374 The squalid, ill- 
favoured denizens, lounging before the doors. 

b. tramp and fig. An inhabitant, indweller, oc- 
cupant (of a place, region, etc.). Used of persons, 
animals, and plants : chiefly poetic or rhetorical. 

1474 Caxton Chesse n. iii. Ciij, We be not deynseyns in 
the world but straungers, nor we ben not born m the 
world for to dwelle and abycle alwey therin, but for to 

f oo and passe thrugh hit, a 1711 Ken Hymns Evang. 

bet. Wks. 1721 I. n Bless'd Denizon of Light [an angel]. 
1712-4 Pope Rape Lock 11. 55 He summons strait his 
Denizens of air. z 3 i 6 Scott A ntiq. viii, Winged denizens 
of the crag. x86o Maury Phys. Geog. Sea xix. § 806 As if 
the old denizens of the forest had been felled with an axe. 

2 . By restriction : One who lives habitually in a 
country but is not a native-born citizen ; a foreigner 
admitted to residence and certain rights in a coun- 
try ; in the law of Great Britain, an alien admitted 
to citizenship by royal letters patent, but incapable 
of inheriting, or holding any public office. 

[1467 in Eng. Gilds itZjQ) 391 Eny citizen or denysen. Hid. 
393 Yf eny citezen denesyn or foreyn departe out of theseid 
cited 1576 Fleming /kztt-cy*/. Epist.isi Caesar had made many 
that came from Gallia transalpina, free denizens in Rome. 
1667 E. Chamberlayne St. Gt. Brit. i. (1684) 81 The King 
by his Prerogative hath Power to Enfranchise an Alien, 
and make him a Denison. 1719 W. Wood Surv. Trade 135 
In our Colonies, .all Foreigners may be made Denizons for 
an inconsiderable Charge. 1765 Blackstone Comm \ I. 374 
A Denizen is an alien born, but who has obtained ex 
donations regis letters patent to make him an English 
subject. 1830 D’Israeli Chas. /, III. vi, 94 Charles seemed 
ambitious of making English denizens of every man of 
genius in Europe. 1873 Dixon Two Queens I. m. iii. 133 
Carmeliano, who had become a denizen, was his Latin 
secretary. 

b .fig. One admitted to, or made free of, the 
privileges of a particular society or fellowship ; one 
who, though not a native, is at home in any region. 

1548 Udall, etc. Erasm. Par. Matt. v. 36 For they be 
made denisens in heauen. a 1653 Gouge Comm. Heb. xi. at 
iii. (1655! 88 Naturalized by Jacob, and made free Denisons 
of the Churchy 1857 H. Reed Led . Eng. Poets 11 . xiv. 185 
He was a denizen of ocean and of lake, of Alpine regions, 
and of Greek and Italian plains. 

c. Used of things : e.g. of foreign words natural- 
ized in a language, etc. In Mat . I/ist., A plant or 
animal believed to have been originally introduced 
by human agency into a country or district, but 
which now maintains itself there as if native, with- 
out the direct aid of man ; cf. Colonist 2. 

2578 Lyte _ Dodoens v, Iviii. 623 Tarragon, .was allowed 
a Denizon in England long before the time of Ruelius 
writing. <21626 Bp. Andrewes Serin, vi, (i66x) 148 The 
word Hypocrite is neither English nor Latin, but as a 
Denison.^ 1878 Hooker Stud. Flora Pref. 7 To the doubt- 
fully indigenous species I have added Watson's opinion as 
to whether they are ‘ colonists ' or * denizens '. Mod. Midi- 
lotus officinalis is widely diffused in Great Britain, but is 
probably only a denizen. 

33 . adj. or attrib. 

xafaAct 1 Rich. ///, c.9 § x All merchauntes of the nacion 
of Italic, .not made deinseyn, 2509-10 Act x Hen. VIII 
c. 20 § 1 Merchaundises of every merchaunt denyseyn 
and alien. 1580 Hollyband Treas. Fr. Tong, Hobdne.. 
the right which the prince hath vpon the goods of a 
Stranger, not Denizen. 16x3 Sir H. Finch Law (16361 41 
The wife is of the same condition with her husband. 
Franck if he be free, Denison if he be an Englishman, 
though she were a nief before, or an alien borne, x 766 
Entick London IV. 377 This house was. .accounted a priory 
alien till the year 1380, when Richard II.. made it denizen. 
Denizen (de'niz&i), v. [f. prec, sb.] 

1 . trans. To make a denizen ; to admit (an alien) 
to residence and rights of citizenship ; to naturalize. 
Usually fig. 

2577 B. Googe Here shack's Hush. Ep. to Rdr. {2586) 3 
They [trees, etc.] may in short time be so denisend and 
made acquainted with our soile, as they will prosper [etc.]. 
a 2631 Donne Serm. xxxviii. 364 Can in an instant denizen 
and naturalize that Soule that was an alien to the Covenant. 
1636 Heywood Challenge n. Wks, 1874 V, 21 To have yon 


denison’d in Spaine. axqxx Ken Hymnar. Poet. Wks. 2721 
II. 132 These rather might be found . . Denizon ’d in a Star 
good Days to see. 2832 Southey Lett. (2856) IV. 298 The 
cholera is not a passing evil. It Is denizened among us. 
1 868 Lowell Dryden Pr. Wks. (1890) III. 130 note, So few 
has long been denizened. 

2 . To furnish with denizens ; to people with 
settlers from another country or district, rare. 

Hence Demizened ppl. a. 

1556 Sir J. Cheke Let. to T. IIoby in A scham's Scholem. 
Introd. (Arb.) 5 If the old denisoned wordes could content 
and ease this neede we wold not boldly venture of vnknown 
wordes, 1607 Chapman Bussy D'Ambois Plays 1873 IL 19 
Some new denizond Lord. 

De'nizensMp. [f. Denizen sb. + -ship.] 
The position or status of a denizen. 

2603 Florio Montaigne in. ix. (1632) 564 An authenticke 
Bull, charter or patent of denizonship or borgeousship of 
Rome. 1807 W. Taylor in Ann. Rev. V. 568 The conces* 
sion of denizenship. 2871 A tkenseum 4 Feb. X37 Denizenship 
is a mongrel state, not worth preserving when the process 
of obtaining naturalization is so simple. 

Dennar, -er, obs. forms of Dinner. 

Denne, obs. form of Din v . 

Bennet (de-net). [Supposed to be from the 
Eng. surname Dennett] A light open two-wheeled 
carriage akin to a gig; fashionable in England 
c 1 Si 8-1 850. 

2818 Sporting Mag. II. 293 The Dandies of our days. .Are 
wont to bask in fashion’s blaze, In Tilbury or I>en net. 2826 
Hull Advertiser 9 June 1/2 To be sold, a handsome light 
Dennet, calculated for a horse or poney. 2843 Levee 
J. Hinton xvi, A certain gig and horse, popularly known 
in this city as the discount dennet. 

Denning : see Den vS 

Denny fde-ni), a. Obs. or rare, [f. Den sb.' -f 
-Y.] a. Having or abounding in dens, cavities, or 
hollows, b. Of the nature of a den. 

2398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. v. xxx vi ; (1495! 148 The herie 
is denny and holowe. 1656 W, D. tr. Comenius ' Gate Lai. 
Uni. r 164 Hiding themselves in denny places and holes, as 
wilde beasts. 

Denominable (d/n^-minabT), a. [f. L. dew- 
mind-re to denominate + -ble.] That may be de- 
nominated or named. 

2658 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. fed. 4) iv. iii. 182 Inflam- 
mation . . denominable from other humours, according to 
the predominancy of melancholy, flegroe, or choler. 28x8 
Bentham Ch. Eng. Introd. 165 The so often mentioned, 
and no otherwise denominable, T. T. Walrnsley, Sec. 

DeXLO'minant, sb. rare. [ad. L. denomindnt- 
em, pr. pple. of dhiomindre : see next.] — Deno- 
minator 3. 2889 in Cent. Did. 

Denominate (dZhp-mina , ppl. a. and sb. [ad. 
L. denbmindt-us, pa. pple. of denomindrei] 

A. pa. pple. Named, called, denominated. Obs, 
or arch. 

1579 G. Harvey Letter-bk. (Camden) 63 By what name or 
names, _ title or titles . . they .. may be calhcl, termid . . or 
denominate. 1665 Sir T. Herbert T rav. ( 1677 > 43 Whether 
Gusurat. .be denominate from Gezurat, which in the Arabick 
signifies an Isle. 1689 tr. Buchanan's De Jure Rcgni 20 It 
is no great matter how it be denominate, 2824 South icy 
Roderick xviit, The walls of Salduba . . by Rome Caesarian 
and August denominate, Now Zaragoza. 

f B. adj. Arith, Said of a number when used 
adjectivally with the name of the kind of unit 
treated of ( - Concrete a. 4) ;■ opp. to abstract. 

2579 Digges Stratiot. 33 These kinds of concrete or De- 
nominate numbers. 2674 J eake A ritk . (2696) 207 Abstract 
and. .denominate Numbers. 

C. sb. 

+ 1 . That which something is called ; a name, 
denomination, appellation. Obs. 

1638 Sir T. Herbert Trav. (ed. 2) 343 After that it varied 
into other denominats, as Roderigo ; Cygmea ; and now, by 
the Hollanders, Mauritius. 

f 2 . Gram. A word derived from another word, 
esp. from a noun ; a denominative. Obs. 

2628 T. Spencer Logick 242 Aristotle . . thus . . writeth ; 
Those [words] are called denominates, which baue the a}> 
pellation of a name from some other, .as from Grammar, 
man is called a ^Grammarian. 1654 Hammond Anew. 
A nirnadv. Ignat, ii. § 1, 34 The nature of tire word being 
a denominate from a yong man, vmT^pmq from vmmvpou 

Denominate (dlugmineh), v. [f. L. denomi - 
nett-, ppl. stem of dendmindre to name, specify by 
name, t De- I. 3 + ndmindre to name (see Nomi- 
nate).] 

1 . trans. To give a name or appellation to ; to 
call by a name, to name (ori g.from or after some- 
thing). Now usually with complement : To give 
(a thing) the name of . to call. 

155* Huloet, Denominate, denomim. 2597 M orley Introd. 
Mus. 92 Quadrupla and Quintupla, they denominated after 
the number of blacks mimmes set for a note of the plainsong. 
*634 Sir T. Herbert Trav. 209 The Portugals, who (not 
umilce a second Adam, denominating all new places and 
tilings) gave it the name* . Ibid, 223 Americas Vespucius. . 
denominates that vast and spacious Continent from his owne 
name, America. 1639 Fuller Holy War'll » ix. (2840) 60 
From him [Guelpho] they of the papal faction were denomi- 
nated Guelphes. 1774' Bryant Mythol. I. 89 Phi is also 
used for any opening . . whence , . the head of a fountain is 
often denominated, from it. 2782 Cowrer Ep, Lady lieskdk 
18 This is what the world, .Denominates an itch for writing. 
2805 Foster Ess. in. iii. 51 Who have hardly words to de- 
nominate even, .their sensations. 2876 E, Mkllor Priesth. 
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1 16 They ^ [the apostles] do not denominate him [the 
Christian minister] a priest. 

f b. intr. (for ref.) To give oneself a name, 
take one’s name {from). Obs. rare . 

1653 Sparke Prim, Devot. (1663) 336 Thou that leavest 
the master, and denominatest from the servant. 

f c. To express in some arithmetical denomina- 
tion. Obs. rare. 

1788 Priestley Led. Hist. in. xiv. 120 These methods of 
denominating time. 

; 1 Of things : To give a name to, as a quality 
or attribute; to give (a thing) its name or char- 
acter, to characterize ; to make what it is, consti- 
tute; (with complement) to constitute, give the 
light to be called. Obs. 

I 1616 S. Ward Coale fr. Altar ( 1627 ) 36 The same vertue 
denominated Jacob a Prince with God. 1628 Donne Serm. 
jxxiii. 225 The Divine, the Physitian, the Lawyer are not 
qualified nor Denominated by the same Kinde of Learning. 
2664 Power Exp. Philos. 111.184 The numerous Rabble , . 
have nothing of the nobler part that should denominate their 
Essences. 1698 W. Chilcot Evil Thoughts vi. (1851) 74 
This will denominate us of the number of Christ’s true dis- 
ciples. 1783 Johnson Let. to Susanna T hr ale (1788) II. 
290 Our general course of life must denominate us wise or 
foolish; happy or miserable. 18*6-17 Bentham Chresto- 
mathia Wks. ylll. 19^ That sort of acquaintance with the 
Greek and Latin classics which denominates a man a good 
scholar, 
t b. absol. 

1614 Selden Titles Hon. 126 The Abstract tastes as if it 
were more honorable. For that quality denominats. *62* 
Burton A hat. Mel. 11. iii. 11.J1676) 197/^3 It is wealth alone 
that denominates, money which maintains it, gives esse to 
it [‘ gentry']. 1691 Baxter Hat. Ch. xii. 51 The Form de- 
li ominateth ; and is Essential. 

c. Logic . Of an attribute: To give a name to 
(a subject). 

1599 [see Denominator 3]. a 1626 Bacon Max. $ Uses 
Com. Law xxiii. (1636) 84 One name and appellation doth 
denominate divers things. 1843 Mill Logic 1. ii. § 5 The 
attribute, or attributes, may therefore be said to denominate 
those objects, or to give them a common name. 

+ 3. To point out, indicate, denote. Obs. 

1710 in Somers Tracts III. 5 Our Credit in this Case, .is 
rightly called by some of our Writers, National Credit; the 
Word denominates its Original. *756 C. Lucas Ess. 

J Paters 1 . 88 The portion of salt which, .suffered the greatest 
change, denominates the most impure water. 1793 J. Belk- 
nap Hist. Hew Hampshire III. 130 There is a difference 
sufficient to denominate the soil from the growth. 

Hence Deno-minated, Deno*minating ppl. adjs. 
1614 Selden Titles Hon. 235 At this day. .in the denomi- 
nating Countie the Earle hath but only his Name. *750 
Carte Hist. Eng. II. 469 They were forced to take Flemish 
florins at a denominated rate much higher than the intrinsick 
value. 1825 Bentham Indie. Ld. Eldon 83 The business 
of all denominated Offices. 

Denomination (dib^mintfi*Jbn). [a. OF. de- 
nomination ( 13 th. c. in Godef. Snppl.), ad. L. 
denmni nation- em, n. of action from denomindre 
(in cl.Lat. in the sense of 4 calling by another than 
the proper name, metonymy’).] 

1. The action of naming from or after some- 
thing ; giving a name to, calling by a name. 

c 1400 Test. Lot>e n. JR.), Of whiche worchings and pos- 
session of hours, y® daies of the week haue take her names, 
after denominacion in these seven planets. *593 Norden 
Spec. Brit., M’sex 1. 18 To controul mine obseruations. .in 
regarde of the vneertaine distances, vntrue denominations 
of places . . which (I confesse) are faultes. a 1626 Bacon 
Max. # Uses Com. Law xxv. (1636) 89 A farther sort of 
denomination is to name land by the attendancy they have 
to other lands more notorious. 1739 Hume Hum. Nat. 1 . 1. 
vii, The reference of the idea to yn object being an ex- 
traneous denomination, i860 Abp. Thomson Laws Th. § 48. 
76 Denomination is the imposition of a name that shall 
serve to recall equally the Genus or Class, and the Common 
Nature. 

+ b. A mentioning or specifying by name. Obs. 
1398 Trevisa Barth. He P. R. 11. iii, (1495) 30 By de- 
nomynacion of lymmes that ben seen, vnseen werkinges of 
heuenly inwyttes ben, understonde, # 1600 Hakluyt Voy. 
(1.8x0) III. 538 Vpon whose denomination I was apprehended 
for the same words here rehearsed. 

2. A characteristic or qualifying name given to 
a thing or class of things ; that which anything is 
called ; an appellation, designation, title. 

1432-50 tr. Higden (Rolls) I. 267 Storyes expresse that 
Gallia or Fraunee hathe denominacion of the whitenesse of 
peple. 1563 Homilies n. Easting 1. (1859) 284. Works ., 
which, .are. .neither good nor evil, but take their denomin- 
ation of the use or end whereunto they serve. 1659 Pearson 
Creed (1839) 1 The first word Credo, .giveth a denomination 
to the whole confession of faith, from thence commonly 
called the Greed. 1778 Burke Corr. 11844) II. 217, I most 
heartily disclaim that, or any other, denomination, incom- 
patible with such sentiments. xSig Scott Guy M. vii, The 
tribes of gypsies, jockies, or cairds— for by all these de- 
nominations such banditti were known, a *871 Grote Eth. 
Fragm.x. 1x876) 17 The virtuous man or vicious man of our 
own age or country, will no longer receive the same de- 
nominations if transferred to a remote climate or a different 
people. 

t b. (See quot.) Obs. 

1737 Abp. Boulter Lett. II. 234 Five, six, or seven 
parishes (denominations we commonly call them) bestowed 
on one incumbent. 

3. Arith. A class of one kind of unit in any 
system of numbers, measures, weights, money, etc,, 
distinguished by a specific name. 

c 1430 Art of Nombrynge (E. E. T. S) 8 And so oft with- 


draw the digit multiplying, vnder the article of his denomin- 
acioun. 154a Recorde Gr. Artes t (1575) 52 Of the first 
ternarye, the denomination is vnities, and of the seconde 
ternarye, the denomination is thousandes. *557 — Whetst, 
Rj b, I will, for ease, turne the other into a fraction of the 
same denomination. *594 Blundevil Exerc. 1. vi. (ed. 7) 19. 
*660 Willsford Scales Comm. 9 The price by which Was 
bought, and likewise the rate at which 'twas sold must be 
reduced into one denomination. 1725 Bradley Earn. Did., 
Troy Weight , a Weight in which the smallest Denomination 
is a Grain. *868 Rogers Pol. Ecqn. iv. (1876) 47 When . . 
the paper money is of small denominations. Mod. Reduce 
the two quantities to the same denomination. 

4. A class, sort, or kind (of things or persons) 
distinguished or distinguishable by a specific name. 

*664 Power Exp. Philos, m. 187 Civil dissention . ,’twixt 
men of the same denomination and principles. 2727 A. 
Hamilton New Ace. E. Ind. I, xxviii. 350 The Gauntry . . 
produceth good Cotton Cloth of several Qualities and De- 
nominations. *8x4 D. H. O’Brien Captiv. <$• Escape 1 54 
A punishment equal to six years, with all denominations 
of malefactors, in the galleys. 

5. A collection of individuals classed together 
under the same name ; now almost always spec. 
a religious sect or body having a common faith, 
and organization, and designated by a distinctive 
name. 

a 1716 South (J. ), Philosophy. . has divided it into many sects 
and denominations ; as Stoicks, Peripateticks, Epicureans, 
and the like. 2746-7 Hervey Medit. (1818) 195 Who, when he 
had overcome the sharpness of death, .opened thekingdom 
of heaven to all generations, and to every denomination of 
the faithful. 2788 Franklin Autobiog. Wks. 1887 I. 206 
The multitudes of all sects and denominations that attended 
his sermons. 2888 Bryce Amer. Commix. III. vi. civ. 496 
All denominations are more prone to emotionalism in religion 
. . than in England or Scotland. 

Denominational (dfnp*min? J *Jbnal), a. [f. 
prec. + -al.] 

1. Belonging to, or of the nature of, a denomina- 
tion or ecclesiastical sect; sectarian, as a denomina- 
tional school or college ; hence denominational system 
of education, one providing or recognizing such 
schools, etc. 

1838 Gladstone State in Rel . w. Ch. (1839) 274 We have 
no fear for the Church of England in her competition with 
the denominational bodies around her. t86i M. Arnold 
Pop. Educ. France 71 Under the dominion of the new law 
denominational schools are the rule *88 z Standard 10 Oct. 
5/1 Denominational Colleges in Universities which are now 
undenominational need no apology or excuse. 

2. Pertaining to a denomination or name. rare. 

1892 Daily News 25 Oct. 5/4 Not counters, like our silver 

and bronze coins, but pieces intrinsically worth their de- 
nominational value. 

Hence Denomina-tionalism, adherence to or 
advocacy of denominational principles or a deno- 
minational system (e.g. of education); Benomi- 
na-tionalist, an adherent or advocate of these ; 
Denominatiosiality, the state or condition of 
being denominational; Benomma^tionaliaezL, to 
make denominational ; B enomina^ tionally adv., 
according to a denominational method. 

*855 Trench Eng. Past Sr Pres. iv. (1870) 120 We have 
4 inflexional’, * seasonal ‘ denominational ’, and on this., 
the monstrous birth, ‘ denominationalism 2870 Sat. Rev. 
2 Apr. 431 This plan, .concedes the whole principle of De- 
nominationalism. 1870 Daily ^ Neivs 7 Oct., In the country 
districts, .the Denominationalists are evidently preparing to 
occupy the ground. 1892 E. L. Stanley Ibid. 16 Nov. 5/6 
Denominationality would not he believed suffer from a 
sudden exodus of the masses of their scholars to the Board 
Schools. 1869 Nation (N. Y.) 11 Mar. 190 (Cent.) The 
religious sentiment somewhat, .denominationalized—tocpin 
a new word. 1893 Daily News 22 June 4/7 To denationalise 
Trinity [College] would be, if possible, a greater calamity 
than to denommationalise it. 2845 Eclectic Rev. Dec. 622 
Religious education is taken up denominationally. 

Denominative (dfn^mim'riv), a. and sb. [ad. 
L. dendminatw-tts , f. ppl. stem of deno??iindre : see 
-ive. Cf. F. dlnominatif (Catholicon, 15 th c.).] 
A. adj. 

1. Having the quality or function of naming ; 
characterized by giving a name to something. 

1624 T, Jackson Comment. Apost, Creede nr. 62 The 
same name [Cepha] giuen vnto Simon . .must imply no more 
then a denominatiue reference vnto the rocke. 1658 W. 
Burton I tin. Anton. 151 The petty stream that runs thereby 
was denominative of the place. ^ 1826 Mrs. Bray De P'oix 
xviii. (1884) 209 High-spiced wines, that the medical monk 
thus fenced with the denominative armour of physic. 

b. Of a word or term : Having the function of 
naming, denominating, or describing, as an attri- 
bute ; characterized by denomination. 

a *638 Mede Disc. ii. Wks. (1672) 1.6 The first we may call 
his Personal, the other his Denominative or Participated 
Name. 2674 Owen Holy Spirit (2693) 9 A Name, .not dis- 
tinctive with respect unto His Personality, but denominative 
with respect unto His Work. 2843 Mill Logic 1. ii. § 5 Con- 
notative names have hence been also called denominative , 
because the subject which they denote is denominated by, 
or receives a name from, the attribute which they connote. 

•f‘2. Having or called by a distinctive name; 
constituting a Denomination (sense 3 ). Obs. rare. 

a 1677 Cocker Arith. (167 8) 29 The least denominative 
part of time is a minute, the greatest integer being a year. 

3. Gram. Formed or derived from a noun. 

[Cf. Priscian^ Inst. iv. L * Denominativa sunt, id est, a 
nominibus derivantur’. The L. word was used by early 
translators of Aristotle to render Gr. irapwwfus? derivative.] 


2783 Ainsworth Lot. Diet. (Morell) v, Denominaitvus , 
adj. Denominative, that is, derived of a noun, as from dens 
comes dentatus. 1839 tr. Gesenius ’ Hebr. Gram. § 85 De- 
nominative nouns, x. Such are all nouns which are formed 
immediately from another noun. 1875 W hitney Life Lang. 
vii. 131 Such denominative verbs, as they are called, abound 
in every member of our family. 

, fb. Derivative. Obs. rare. 

2624 F. White Repl. Fisher 2 36 This holinesse being only 
relatiue, transitorie, and denominatiue, and not inherent or 
durable. 

B. sb. + 1. A 1 denominative ’ or attributive 
term : see A. 1 b. Obs. 

2589 Puttenham Eng. Poesie in. xvii. (Arb.), He that said 
thus of a faire Lady: ‘O rare beautie, 6 grace, and cur- 
tesie !’ Whereas if he had said thus, O gratious, courteous 
and beautifull woman : . . it had bene all to one effect, yet 
not with such force . . to speake by the denominatiue, as by 
the thing it selfe. 2599 [see Denominator 3]. 

2. Gram. A word formed or derived from a noun. 
<21638 Mede Wks. 1. ii. (R.), For sanctity and to sanctifie 
being conjugates or denominatives, as logicians call them: 
the one openeth the way to the knowledge of the other. 
2839 tr. Gesenius' Hebr. Grant. 45 A peculiar kind of second- 
ary verbs^ . , are those denominatives, one of whose conso- 
nants, originally a servile, has become a radical. 1885 tr. 
Socins Arabic Gram. 26 Denominatives with a concealed 
transitive meaning. 

Beuominatively (dzn^*min/tivli), adv. [f. 
prec. + -LY 2.] In a denominative manner ; by way 
of denomination ; f attribntively, derivatively. 

2563-87 Foxe A. § M. (1596) 1303/2 Substantia may be 
predicated denominatiuely . . or in a figuratiue locution. 1656 
J eanes Fnln. Christ xr8 There is only an extrinsecall, and 
accidentall union betwixt a man and his garment : and the 
garment is predicated of the man, only denominatively. 
Homo dicitur vest it us, non vest is. 1660 T. Gouge Chr. 
Directions xx. (1831) 108 Whatsoever in holy writ is said to 
be the Lord’s denominatively, of that Christ is the author 
and institutor, as, for instance, the Lord’s Supper. 

Denominator (dzhfrminritei). [a. med.L. 
denominator, agent-n. from denomindre to Deno- 
minate. In F. dlnominat&ur occurs 1484 (Hatzf.) 
in the arithmetical sense.] 

1. One who or that which denominates or gives 
a name to something. Now rare. 

1577 Harrison England iv, xiv. (2878) II. 91 The Latins 
and Aegyptians accompted their daies after the seauen 
planets, choosing the same for the denominator of the daie, 
that [etc ]. 1641 Heylin Help to Hist. 11671) 332 In this 
part stands the City of Lincoln, the chief denominator of 
the County. 1878 N. Amer. Rev. 352 That inconvertible 
paper may serve as an accurate denominator of values. 

2. Arith. and Alg. The number written below 
the line in a vulgar fraction, which, gives the de- 
nomination or value of the parts into which the 
integer is divided ; the corresponding expression in 
an algebraical fraction, denoting the divisor. (Cor- 
relative to numerator.) 

2542 Record b Gr. A rtes (1575) 322 The Denominator doth 
declare the number of partes into whiche the vnit is diuided. 
1557 — Whetst. F iv b, Here haue I sette the lesser side as 
the numerator and the greatere side as the denominator. 
1674 Jeake Arith. (1696) 211 If the Numerator be given to 
find a Denominator. 1763 W. Emerson Meth. Increments 
29 Reducing them to a common denominator. 2864 Bowen 
Logic xii. 406 The resulting fractions fall into a series, any 
one of which has for . . its denominator the sum of the two 
preceding denominators. 

fig. 1832 Carlyle Sari. Res. 11. ix, The fraction of life 
can be increased in value not so much by increasing your 
Numerator as by lessening your Denominator. *893 Ii. H. 
Gibbs Colloq. Ctirrency 62 How is that capital, .measured? 
What is the Denominator of which price is the Numerator ? 
1 3. An abstract noun denoting an attribute. Obs. 
(Cf. Denominative A. 1 b, B. 1 .) 

1599 Blundevil Art of Logick vii. 14 Peter is said to be 
valiant ; here valiantnes is the Denominator, valiant the 
Denominatiue, Peter the Denominated; for Peter is the 
subject whereunto the Denominator doth cleaue. 

Benotalble (dzh<?u*tab’l), a. [f. Denote v. + 
-able.] That can be denoted or marked. 

a 1682 Sir T. Browne Tracts (1684) 25 In hot Regions, and 
more spread and digested Flowers, a sweet savour may be 
allowed, denotable from several humane expressions. *882 
Macm. Mag. Feb. 327 His painter’s habit of presenting 
every motive as translated into form denotable by lines and 
colours. 

t Desiotate (df-n^t), v. Obs . [f. ppl. stem 
of L. den otar e to Denote : cf. connotate vb.] 

1. To note down, particularize, describe ; to mark 
out, indicate ; = Denote i, 2 . 

1599 A. M. tr. Gabelhouer's Bk. Physicke Contents, In the 
fifth. .Parte, are sett downe, and denotated vnto us certain e 
kindes of precious Medicamentes. *627 Sybthorpe Apost. 
Obed. 7 Those duties . , are , . denotated in this word., ‘give’, 
or ‘ render’. 1634 Sir T. Herbert Trav. 79 And Temeriske, 
to denotate bimselfe a thankfull person^ requites with many 
favours such Persians as accompanied him. xS^ Ibid. (ed. 2) 
214 More I have not to denotate, save that many several! 
conjectures .. have passed, whence the Magi or wise men 
came. *653 R. JBaillie Disswasive Find, xx If it fitly de- 
notated their principal position. 

2. Of things ; To serve as a mark, sign, or indi- 
cation of ; to indicate, signify ; = Denote 3 , 4 . 

*597 Morley Introd. Mus. 179 Short notes and quicke 
motions, which denotate a kind of wantonnes. 16*0 W. 
Folkingham Art of Survey 1. iii. 6 The high timbring Oake 
denotates a rich and battle soile. *618 Bolton Floras 
To Rdr.,The yeeres ‘ from Rome built ’— 

A.U.C., do denotate. ■ 1650 Hubbert Pi 
which denotate and set forth the Almighty power of God. 
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DENOTATION. 

Denotation (dmtft^’Jbn). [ad. L. denotation - 
em 9 n. of action from dendtare to Denote. Cf, F. 
denotation ( 15 th c. in Hatzf.).] 

1. The action of denoting ; marking, noting ; ex- 
pression by marks, signs, or symbols ; indication. 

cx 532 Dewes Introd. Fr, in Palsgr. poo Dyuers wordes, 
whiche for denotation or signifyeation of pluralite doth ende 
with an s. 1623 Cockeram, Denotation ,. a marking, a noting. 
163X Bp. Webbe Quietn. (1657) « A short denotation of 
that method which we will observe in the unfolding. 1659 
Pearson Creed { 1839) 2 75 One who was called 'Eir&Jwjao?, 
because his name, was used for the denotation of that year. 
1803 Ld. Eldon in Vesey's Rep. VI. 397 By that denotation 
of intention the Creditor has a double F und. 1823 Fosbroke 
Encycl. Antiq. (1843V I. in The. idea of Julius Cassar’s 
building round towers out of vanity, in denotation of con- 
quest, certainly prevailed in the middle ages. 

2. (with a and pi.) A mark by which a thing is 
made known or indicated ; a sign, indication. 

1633 Bp. H a ll Hard Texts, N, T. 97 , 1 had no knowledge 
of him by any outward denotations. 1638 Sir T. Herbert 
Trav. (ed. 2) 47 The thred tripartite hung about their neck 
as a mysterious denotation of the Trinity, a 1650 May Satir . 
Puffy (1657) 39 After many denotations of a troubled spirit, 
he charmed attention with this speech. 1837 Whittocic 
Bk. Trades .( 1842) 302 An assertion we are willing to credit 
as a denotation of effeminacy. 

3. A term employed to denote or describe a thing ; 
a designation. 

1631 W eever A no. Fun. Mon. 393 The Germans called an 
Esquire . . knaue, a denotation of no ill qualitie in those 
dayes. 1644 . Hammond Of Conscience (T.), Mind and con- 
science are distinguished that former being properly the 
denotation of the faculty merely speculative, or intellectual ; 
this latter, of the practical judgement, 1639 — On Fs. 
Ixxxix. 12 Annot. 446 Being here a denotation of a particular 
quarter of the world. 2742 Fielding f. A ndreivs 1. xi, To 
indicate our idea of a simple fellow we say he is easily to be 
seen through ; nor do 1 believe it a more improper denota- 
tion of a simple book. 

4. The meaning or signification of a term. 

1614 Selden Titles Hon. 341 Time hath brought the word 
knaue to a denotation of ill qualities. 1692 J. Edwards 
Further Enq. Texts O. <$* N. T. 33 But after all that I have 
said, concerning this so remarkable etymology and denota- 
tion of the word, I leave every one to his liberty. 18B2 Pall 
MallG. 21 June 2 Can we limit the denotation of the term 
coffee to the produce of a certain berry? 1893 F. Hall in 
Nation LVII. 450/1 The term dry a . . may have a wider 
denotation than that which was long attached to it. 

5. Logic. That which a word denotes , as distin- 
guished from its connotation ; the aggregate of 
objects of which a word may be predicated ; exten- 
sion. Cf. Denote v . 5 , Connotation 2 b. 

1843 Mill Logic 1. viii. § 7 Stripping.it of some part of its 
multifarious denotation, and confining it to objects possessed 
of some attributes in common, which it may be made to 
connote. 1866 Fowler peduc t. Logic ( 1887) 22 The larger 
the denotation or extensive capacity, the smaller is the con- 
notation or intensive capacity. 1870 Rolleston Anim. Life 
Introd. 20 The quantitative relations which the correspond- 
ing divisions in almost any two of the. animal sub-kingdoms 
hold to each other as wholes of 6 extension ‘ or of * denotation 

Denotative (dihffa*tativ), a. [f. L. dendtdt 
ppl. stem of dendtare + -ive : cf. connotatwei\ 
Having the quality of denoting; designative, indi- 
cative, 

16x1 Cotgr., Designate, designatiue, denotatiue. 1751 
Lett. Physiognomy 121 (T.), What are the effects of sick- 
ness? the alteration it produces is so denotative, that . a 
person is known to be sick by those who never saw him in 
health, 1862 F. Hall Hindu Philos. Syst. 223 Non-differ- 
ence from the subject of right notion is not here denotative 
of oneness with it. 1871 Napheys Prev. § Cure Dis, 11. i. 
363 The half-opened eye during sleep is not necessarily de- 
notative of any trouble. 

b. Logic. Of a word ; Having the quality of 
designating, as distinguished from connotating. 

*864 Latham Diet. s.v. Denotation , Proper names are 
preeminently denotative; telling us that such. an object has 
such a term to denote it, but telling us nothing as to any 
single attribute. 1869 J. Marti neau Ess. II. 327 He must 
have resorted to . . names more purely denotative still. 

Hence Bsnotatively adv- t in a denotative 
manner. 

1864 Bowen Logic iv. 65 If used connotatively, it is called 
a Mark ; if used denotatively, it is called a Concept. 1881 
Venn Symbolic Logic ii. 36 The classes, whether plural or 
individual, are all alike represented denotatively by literal 
symbols, w, x, y, z. 

Denote v. [a. F . dinote-r (Oresme, 

14 th c.), ad. L. dendtare to mark out, f. De- 1 . 3 + 
nature to mark, Note.] 

i 4 1, irons. To note down ; to put into or state 
in writing ; to describe. Obs. 

16x2 W.Parkes Curtaine-Dr. (1876) 40 A most copious 
Reges ter, wherein are denoted and set downe the Hues and 
actions of all the inhabitants of the earth. 1632 Litiigow 
Trav. vi. 255 Which particulars, by my owne experience, 
I could denote. 1638 H. Rider Horace, Odes u. vi, Who 
worthily can with his pen denote Mars ? 1697 C'fess 

D'Aunoy's Trav. (1706). 32 , 1 cannot find Words to denote 
to you the Horror of this Spectacle. 

2. To mark ; to mark out (from among others) ; 
to distinguish by a mark or sign. 

1598 Shaks. Merry W. iv. vi. 39 Her Mother hath in- 
tended (The better to denote her to the Doctor) . . That 
quaint in greene, she shall be. loose en-roab’d. 1646 Sir 
T. Browne Pseud. Ef. v. xviii, Sun B tails, by the shadow 
of a stile or gnomon denoting the hours of the day. 1703 
Moxon Med t. Exere . 343 This line shall.be the Equi- 
noctial line, and serve to denote the Hour Distances, as the 
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Contingent Lines does on other Dyals. c 2820 S. Rogers 
Italy, Luigi 40 The latin verse, Graven in the stone that 
yet denotes the door Of Ariosto. 2885 Act 48 Viet. c. 15 
Sched. n. 6 Such entry shall in the register be denoted by 
an asterisk. 

f b. To point out as by a mark, to indicate, to 
designate. Obs. 

2632 Lithgow Trav. x. 435 The Priests as fearefull of the 
Ministers apprehending, or denoting them. 1701 tr. Le 
Clerc's Prim. Fathers (1702) 131 [Athanasius] had been de- 
noted several times by this Bishop for liis Successor. 

3 . To be the outward or visibl® mark or sign of, 
to indicate (a fact, state of things, etc.). 

1392 Shaks. Rom. Jut. nr. iil xxo Thy wild acts denote 
The vnreasonable Furie of a beast. 2632 J . Hayward tr. 
Biondis Eromena 182 The appearances which denoted her 
greatnesse. %666 Pepys Diary 29 July, We keep the sea, 
which denotes a victory, xq 66 Anstey Bath Guide u. x. 
(1779) 9° What can a man of true fashion denote Like an ell 
of good ribbon ty’d under the throat? 18x4 Southey 
Roderick xm, A messenger . . whose speed denoted well 
He came with urgent tidings, 1838 Hawthorne Fr. fy It. 
jfmls. (1872) I. 22 Medals .. denoting Crimean service. 
Mod. A quick pulse denotes fever. A falling barometer de- 
notes an approaching storm. 

b. To indicate, give to understand, make known. 

1660 Wills ford Scales Comm. 13 In this 'tis Moneths, as 
the Letter M denotes, a 1677 Barrow Wks. (1687) I. 423 
He hath given to the j>oor. These words denote the freeness 
of his bounty. 1703 Maundrell Journ. ferns. (1732) 139 
All which serve only to denote the resort which the Romans 
had to this place, 1749 Smollett Regicide iv. vii, Thou 
hast enough Denoted thy concern. x8i2-x6J. Smith Pano- 
rama Sc. <5* Art II. 524 Horizontally [in a table] opposite 
the sulphuric acid is placed magnesia, to denote that it is 
presented to that acid. 

4 . To signify; to stand for as a symbol, or as a 
name or expression ; also, b. (of a person) to ex- 
press by a symbol. 

x668 Wilkins Real Char. 405 The two strokes denoting 
an Hyphen. 1678 Cud worth Intell. Syst. 262 (R.) Deus 
Ipse, God himself, denotes the Supreme God only. *7x1 
Hearne Collect. (Oxf. Hist. Soc.) IIL 227 The Sun is some- 
times put upon Coyns to denote Providence. 1782 Priest- 
ley Coimpt. C/tr. II. x. 262 The word clerk .. came to 
denote an officer in the law, a 1804 W. Gilpin Serm. I. 
xviii. iR.}, The filthiness of flesh and spirit, is a general 
expression to denote wickedness of every kind. 1871 B. 
Stewart Heat § 63 Then D V P (according to Boyle’s law) 
will denote the mass. 1873 Act 36-7 Viet. c. 85 § 3 The 
number denoting her registered tonnage shall be cut in on 
her main beam. 

b. 1871 B. Stewart Heat § 24 Let us denote by unity the 
whole volume of [etc.]. 1882 Minchin Unipi. Nine mat. 92 

Denote by (AT) the area of the path of P. 

5 . Logic. To designate or be a name of ; to be 
predicated of. (Used by Mill, in distinction from 
connote.) 

1843 Mill Logic 1. ii. § 5 The word white denotes all white 
things, as snow, paper, the foam of the sea, etc. and . . con- 
notes the attribute whiteness. Ibid., A connotatiye name 
ought to be considered a name of all the various individuals 
which it is predicable of, or in other words denotes, and not 
of what it connotes. 1862 H. Spencer First Princ. 11. ii. 
§ 42 We can do no more than ignore the connotation of the 
words, and attend only to the things they avowedly denote. 

Hence Deno*ting ppl. a. 

1887 Athenaeum 29 Jan. 137/3 The denoting difference 
between class x and class 3 is the same as the denoting 
difference between class 2 and class 4, 

Denotement (dih<?u*tment). [f. Denote v.v 
-ment.] The fact of denoting or making known ; 
indication ; concr. a means or mode of denoting ; 
a token, sign. 

1622 Shaks. Oth. Qo. x [see Delation 3]. 1633 E. Chisen- 
hale Cath. Hist. 128 To adde to their temporall styles, some 
denotement of their ecclesiastical! power. XS29 Blackw. 
Mag. XXVI. 192 These outward denotements of a perturbed 
spirit. 1873 M. A. Lower Eng. Surnames (ed. 4) I. v. 69 
note , Bush was formerly the common denotement, and some- 
times the sign, of an inn. 

Denotive (d/h<?a tiv), a. [f. Denote v. + -ive.] 
Having the quality of denoting ; serving to denote ; 
denotative ; indicative. 

1830 W. Phillips Mt. Sinai n. 460 Not so aught else Of 
Him denative. 1830 Herschel Stud, Nat. Phil. 11. v. 1x851) 
140 [Names] denotive of species too definite to admit of 
mistake. 1881 A. M. Fairbairn in Brit. Q. Rev. Oct. 404 
The term Church He uses . . once . . as denotive of a single 
assembly. 

Ii Denouement (drnrPmahb [F .denouement, 
dino&mmt, formerly desnouement , f. dinouer, des- 
nouer, in OF. desnoer to untie = Pr. denozar, It, 
disnodare 7 a Romanic formation from L, dis- + 
nadare to knot, nodus knot.] 

Unravelling ; spec . the final unravelling of the 
complications of a plot in a drama, novel, etc. ; 
the catastrophe ; transf. the final solution or issue 
of a complication, difficulty, or mystery, 

*752 Chesterf. Lett, cclxx. (1792) IIL 237 Had the truth 
been extorted from Varon . . by the rack, it would have been 
a true tragical dinouement. 1771 Smollett Humph. Cl. 
(1815) 169 The particulars of the ‘denouement’ you shall 
know in due season. 2851 Mayne Reid Scalp Hunters xxii. 
163 Up to the present time we had all stood waiting the 
denouement in silence. 1871 B. Taylor Faust (1873) l. 228 
These lines suggest . . the moral dinouement of the plot, 

Denoumbre : see Denumber. 

Denounce (d/ncurns), v. Also 4-5 denounse, 
4-6 denunce, 5 denouns, Sc. dexrwns, 6 de- 
nonce. fa. OF. denoncier , - noncer (in 12th c. 
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denuntier) L. demintiare {-cidre) to give official 
intimation (by a messenger, etc.), f. De- I. 3 + 
nuniiafe {nunciare) to make known, report.] 

1 . To give formal, authoritative, or official in- 
formation of; to proclaim, announce, declare ; to 
publish, promulgate : fa. a matter of fact, tidings, 
information, etc. Obs. 

1382 Wyclif 2 Thess. Hi. 10 This thing we denounsiden 
to 30U {Rkem. this we denounced to you ; Vulg. hoc denun- 
ciabamus vobis } for if ony man wole not worche, nether ete 
he. c 1449 Pecock Repr. 1. xii. 60 The Euangelie of God . . 
which to alle men ou3te be denouncid. c xgoo Melusine x 83 
Anthony & Regnald came to theire fader & moder, and de- 
nounced to them these tydinges. 1363-87 Foxe A. § M". - 
(1684) I. 488/2 The same reconcilement [was] publickly de- 
nounced in the Church of Westminster. 1609 Bible (Douay) 
Ps. lxxxvii. comm., When I shal be dead and buried, I can 
not denounce thy praises as now I can to mortal men; 
a 1677 Barrow Wks. (1686) II. 62 By this man remission of 
sins is denounced unto you. 1726 Ayliffe Parergon 70 All 
Beadles and Apparitors . . are forbidden .. to denounce or 
publish any such Sentence. 

b. an event about to take place ; usually of a 
calamitous nature, as war or death, and thus passing 
into 3. Obs. or arch. 

1336" Bellrnden Cron. Scot. (1821) 1 . 53 That the king sail 
notiiir denonce weir, nor treit peace, but advise of the 
capitanisof tribis. 1597 Daniel Civ. IVars (1609) ivJxxxiv, 
Whose Herald, Sickenes,_ being ernployd before With full 
commission to denounce his end. 1609 Bible (Douay) Ps. 
cxviii. comm., Geving thanks.. at the Cocke-crowing, be- 
cause at that time the coming of the day is denounced. 1631 
Weeveb Anc. Fitn. Mon. 683 An Officer at Aranes, whose 
function is to denounce warre, to proclaime peace, a 1665 
Digby PHv. Mem. (1827) 199 To. .denounce them war. 17x8 
Freethinker No. x6 5 * 6 An approaching Comet, denounced 
through every Street, by the noisy Hawkers. 1855 M ilman 
Lat. Chr. (1864) II. iv. i. 197 Mohammed himself, .had not 
only vaguely denounced war against mankind in the Koran 
but contemplated . .unlimited conquests, 
t c. Const, with subord. clause. Obs. 

1388 Wyclif Nmn. xviii. 26 Comaunde thou, and denounse 
to the dekenes, Whanne 3 e ban take tithis of the sones of 
Israel, .oflre 3e the firste fi-uytis of tho to the Lord. <*1500 
Melusine 19 A forester cam to denounce to the Erie Emery 
how there was within the fforest of Coulombyers the moost 
meruayllous wildbore that euer was sen by fore. 1581 J. 
Bell II addon's A nsw. Osor. xxi First of all I suppose no 
man will deny, but that Paule doth denounce men to he 
Justified by fayth. x6xx Bible Dent. xxx. i8_, I denounce 
unto you this day, that ye shall surely perish. x66o tr. 
Amyraldus * Treat, cone. Relig. m. v. 396 God denounced 
that he would cause the Deluge to come upon the Earth. 
X793 Objections to IVar Examined 27 Scarcely a sitting 
passes.. but some Department.. or Town is denounced to 
be in a state of insurrection. x8x8 Jas. Mill Brit. India 
II. v. vii. 396 To denounce to him that a failure in this respect 
w'ould be treated as equivalent to an absolute refusal, 
f 2 . transf. Of things : To make known or an- 
nounce, esp. in the manner of a sign or portent ; to 
portend. Obs. 

1581 J. Bell H addon's Answ. Osor. 5 Then should your 
three Invectives have vomited lesse siauuders and reproches, 
and denounced you a more charitable man & farre deeper 
Divine. 1595 Shaks. John hi. iv. 159 Meteors, prodigies, 
and signes, Abbortiues, presages and tongues of heauen. 
Plainly denouncing vengeance vpon John. 1667 Milton 
P.L.u. x 06 His look denounc’d Desperate revenge, and Battel 
dangerous To less than Gods. 1706 Estcourt Fair Examp. 
m. i, A yellow or dark Spot upon the middle Finger, with 
me denounces Trouble, and a white one promises Joy. 1731 
Johnson Rambler No. 155 p6 They would readily ,. catch 
the first alarm by which destruction or infamy is de- 
nounced. 

3 . To announce or proclaim in the manner of a 
threat or warning (punishment, vengeance, a curse, 
etc.). 

1632 J. Hayward tr. Biandz s Eromena 4 He delivered 
the horse into his charge, as a special! steed of the Kings : 
denouncing him his Majesties indignation, if he permitted 
any one [etc.]. 1687 T. Brown Saints in Uproar Wks, 1730 
I. 73 There’s nothing but fire and desolation denounc’d on 
both sides. *721 Berkeley Prevent. Ruin Gt . Brit. Wks. 
IIL 201 Isaiah denounced a severe judgment against the 
ladies of his time. 1837 W, Irving Capt. Bonneville III. 
121 Captain Wyeth-. had heard the Crows denounce ven- 
geance on them, for having murdered two of their warriors, 
1873 E. White Life in Christ n. xiv, (1878) 158 The Curses 
were to be denounced from Mount Ebal. 

4 . To proclaim, declare, or pronounce (a person) 
to be (something) : a. usually cursed, outlawed, 
or something bad. To denounce: to the horn (Sc. 
Law) : publicly to proclaim a rebel with the cere- 
mony of horning, Obs. or arch . 

<1x300 Cursor M. 29251 (Cott.) pe [man] hat brakes Writes 
grith, and es denunced. cursd bar-wit.' c 1423 Wyntoun Cron. 
vii. ix. 534 Schyx Willame Besat gert for-px Hys chapelane 
. . Denwns cursyd wyth Buk and Bell All >ei, pat had part 
■Of J?at brynnyn, or ony 'art. c 1333 Harpsfield ' Divorce 
Hen. VIII (1878) 182 She. .was denounced . .contumas, and 
a citation decerned for her appearance, ' *579 Sc. Acts. fas. 
VI 1x597) § 75 The disobedience of the process© of horning 
is sa great,. that the personas denunced rebel les takes na 
feare theirof. Ibid., The partie swa denunced to the Home. 
xg8x J, Bell H add on's Atmv. Osor. 466 He accurseth and 
denounced! himselfe for a damned creature. 1709 Stryre 
Ann. Ref. 1 . xxv,- 281 He was 'Solemnly denounced: ex- 
communicate., by the President. ■ 1802 '.Eliza Parsons Myst. 
Visit IV, 50 Her , . dislike to the late Mrs, Clifford led her 
to denounce her a base, false woman. x86x W.Bell Diet. Law 
. Scott. 274/2 A messenger-at-arms, .thereafter denounced the 
debtor rebel, and put him to the horn, as it is termed, by 
three blasts of a norn. 1879 Dixon Windsor II, vii. 76 
A safer plan, was to denounce him as a. public, enemy., 
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DEKSITY, 


+ b. To proclaim king, emperor , etc. Obs. 

1494 Fabyan Chron. vi.clxiv. 159 Thesayde pope, .crownyd 
hym with y« imperyall dyademe and denounced hym as 
emperoure. c 1534 tr. Pol. Verg . Eng. Hist. (Camdenl I. 
102 Constantine was denounced emperowre of the Romaine 
soldiars. 1610 Holland Camden's Brit. (1637) 85 (D.) H is 
sonne Constans, whom.. he had denounced Augustus or 
Emperor. 

5. To declare or make known (an offender) to the 
authorities ; to inform against, delate, accuse. 

1485 Bull Innoc. VIII in Camden Misc. (1847), To de- 
liunce, and declare or cause to be denunced and declared alle 
suche contrary doers and rebelles. 1533 More Apol. Wks. 
886/1 Those therfore that speake heresies, euery good man 
that hereth them is bounden to denounce or accuse them, 
and the bishoppes are bounden vpon theire wordes proued to 
putte them to penaunce and reforme theym. 1726 Ayliffe 
Parergon 99 Archdeacons . .shall, .denounce such of them 
as are negligent . . to the Bishop. 1883 Times 3 Apr. 4 She 
had half a mind to denounce him that she might save the 
lives or the liberty of the tools who might be compromised. 
1887 Bowen Virg. JEneid 11. 83 Palamedes .. Falsely de- 
nounced, and to death unjust by the Danaans done. 

8 . To declare (a person or thing) publicly to be 
wicked or evil, usually implying the expression of 
righteous indignation ; to bring a public accusation 
against ; to inveigh against openly ; to utter denun- 
ciations against. 

1664, 1821 [see Denouncer c], 1825 J . N eal Bro. Jonathan 
III. 443 Humanity 1 I forswear it — I denounce it! what 
have I to do with humanity ? X863 Geo. Eliot Romola (1880) 
I. Introd. 8 Savonarola . . denounced with a rare boldness 
the worldliness and vicious habits of the clergy. 1875 Bryce 
Holy Rom. Emp. xvi. (ed. 5) 280 Others scorned and 
denounced him as an upstart, a demagogue, and a rebel. 

7. To give formal notice of the termination of 
(an armistice, treaty, etc.). [So F, d hioncer . ] 

1842 Alison Hist. Europe (1850) XII. lxxx. §7.90 The 
armistice was denounced on the nth, but, by its conditions, 
six days more were to elapse before hostilities could be 
resumed. 1879 Times 16 June, The French Government 
has ‘denounced’ the existing commercial treaties. 2885 
Manch. Exam. 20 May 5/2 Either party would be at liberty 
. .to denounce the arrangement upon giving a year’s notice. 

8 . Mining. (In Mexico and Spanish America.) 
To give formal notice to the authorities of the 
discovery of (a new mine) or of the abandonment 
or forfeiture of (an old one) ; hence, to claim the 
right to work (a mine) on the ground of such 
information or discovery. [ * Sp. denunciar.'] 

1881 E. G. Squier vsxEncycl. Brit. XII. 132/1 ( Honduras ) 
Opals are frequent, principally in the vicinity of Erandique, 
where as many as sixteen mines have been ‘ denounced * in 
a single year. 2886 Mining Circular , One mining claim 
denounced and occupied in conformity with the mining laws 
of Mexico. 

®f[ 0. ? To renounce. Obs. rare, 
c 1325 E. E. A Hit. P. B. 106 Certez J>yse ilk renkez bat me 
renayed habbe & denounced .. Schul neuer sitte in my sale 
my soper to fele. 

Hence Denoirneed ppl. a. 

1552 Huloet, Denounced, denunciatzts, zndictus. 1592 
Sc. Acts Jas. VI { 1597) § 143 The denunced persones landes, 
gudes or geir. 2754 JErskine Princ ; Sc. Law (1809) 38 He 
had also right . . to the single escheat of all denounced per- 
sons residing within his jurisdiction. . 1845 T. W. Cojt 
Puritanism 521 This poor denounced Virginia. 

t Bexuwrnce, sb» Obs. rare. [i. Denounce v. 
Of. obs. F. dinonce in Godef.] — Denouncement. 

1705 J. Robins Hero of Age 1. vi. 7 But Haughty Louis hop’d 
the Fate to Mock, Seems to deride her brave Denounce of 
War. 

Benotr nee able, a. rare . [f. Denounce v. + 
-able.] Capable of being denounced. 

1837 Carlyle Fr. Rev. n. n. ii. It is embodied; made 
tangible, made denounceable. 

Denouncement (dfncurnsment). [a. obs. F. 
denoncement 1 a denouncing’ (Cotgr,), f. di?ioncen 
see -ment.] 

1. The action of denouncing; denunciation; 
f declaration ; f announcement (of evil) ; public 
accusation or expression of condemnation. 

2544 Bale Chron. Sir f. Oldcastell in Harl. Misc. (Malh.) 
I. 272 At the laufull denouncement and request of our vni- 
uersall clergye . . we proceeded against him [Oldcastell]. 1642 
Milton Ck, Govt, n.iii. 51 This terrible denouncement. 1646 
Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. 1. ii. 6 Upon the denouncement 
of his curse. 1836 New Monthly Mag. XLVII. 94 Of the 
vengeance that overtook criminals of this sort, and of dread- 
ful denouncements against their posterity. 1879 G. Mac- 
donald P. Faber II. xii. 236 She sat listening to the curate's 
denouncement of hypocrisy. 

2. The fact of denouncing a mine or land : cf. 
Denounce v, 8 . (Mexico and Spanish America.) 

^ 1864 Mowry Arizona vi. 112 The title to these deposits 
is a ‘denouncement’ as discoverer, of four pertenencias. 
2884 American VII. 296 Under the law of denouncement, 
a species of pre-emption by which unoccupied lands are 
acquired [in Mexico], 

Denouncer (dfticurnsoi). [f. Denounce v. + 
-er 1 ; «« OF. denonceor, - eur .] One who denounces, 
in various senses of the verb. a. One who an- 
nounces, proclaims, declares, threatens. 

2490 Caxton Eneydos xxii. 82 The owle is a byrde mortalle 
or otherwyse denouncer of mortalite. z6xx Cotgr., Pre- 
dicateur. .denouncer of things to come. 1690 Dryden Don 
Sebastian v. Wks. (xSS^) VII. 466 Here comes the sad de- 
nouncer of my fate. 2748 Richardson Clarissa (18x1) VIII. 
xli. 164, 1 undertook to be the denouncer of her doom. 1824-9 
Landor Imag. Conv. (1846) II. 39 Denouncer of just 
vengeance, recall the sentence l 


b. One who informs against, accuses, delates. 

1533 More Debell. Salem Wks. 1013/1 So dooeth euery 

denouncer, euerye accuser, and in a maner euerye witnesse 
too. 2648 Milton Observ. Art. Peace (1851) 576 These 
illiterate denouncers. 1867 Smiles Huguenots Eng. x. 259 
Detected fugitives were, .condemned to the galleys, .while 
their denouncers were, .rewarded with half their goods. 

c. One who pnblicly inveighs against, or ex- 
presses condemnation of (a person, practice, etc.). 

1664 Evelyn Sylva (1776) 568, I am no advocate for iron- 
works, but a Declared Denouncer. xSzx Examiner 1 Apr. 
193/1 Not to be lost sight of. .by the denouncers of corrup- 
tion. 1878 Morlky Carlyle Grit. Misc. Ser. 1, 185 The chief 
denouncer of phantasms and exploded formulas. 

d. One who denounces a mine in order to obtain 
possession of it. (Mexico and Spanish America.) 

Denouneiation, obs. form of Denunciation. 
Denouncing (dfncurnsiij), vbl. sb. [-ing b ] 
The action of the verb Denounce in various senses. 

1552 Huloet, Denouncyng, denunciatio. 1562 J. Shute ; 
Combine's Turk. Wars 15 b, Without any other denouncing 
of warres. .he presented his armie. 2647 May Hist . Pari. 

11. vi. 100 When the first apparent denouncing of War began. 
1862 Carlyle Fredk.Gt. xiii. i. (1873I V. 5 Oh the pamphlet- 
eerings, the denouncings, the complainings. 

Denou ncing, ppl a. [-ing 2 .] That de- 
nounces. 

x66x Cowley Disc. Govt. O. Cromwel Verses & Ess. ( 1669) 
60 Let some denouncing Jonas first be sent To try if Eng- 
land can repent. 1746 Collins Odes, Passions 43 The War- 
denouncing trumpet. 

De novo : see De I. 6 . 

t De'nsate, v. Obs. [f. ppl. stem of L. densdre 
to make dense, thicken, f. densus Dense.] trans. 
To thicken, condense. 

1604 R. Cawdrey Table AipJu, Densated, made thicke. 
1657 Tomlinson Renou's Disp. 651 Oyl of Roses, .densates, 
tempers the hot ventricle. 

•f Bensa*tion. Obs. [ad. L. densatim-em , n. 
of action from densdre : see prec.] Thickening, 
condensation. 

1615 Crooke Body of Man 263 TheDensation, Rarefaction, 
and Contraction of the matter of the parts. 1655-60 Stanley 
Hist. Philos. (1701) 7/1 Densation, or rarefaction. 1729 
Shelvocke A rtillery iv. 261 This Densation . .being a Priva- 
tion of the natural property of Fire, which is Rarifaction. 

|| Dens canis, the Dug’s tooth Violet, q.v. 
Dense (dens), a. [ad. L. dens-us thick, dense, 
crowded. Cf. F. dense (Pare, 16 th c., in 13 th c. 
dempse ), perh. the immediate source of the Eng.] 

1. Having its constituent particles closely com- 
pacted together; thick, compact, a. Of close 
molecular structure. Opp. to rare. 

1599 A. M. tr. Gabelhouer's Bk. Physicke 56/1 When as 
the Cataracte is so dense and of such a crassitude that heer- 
with they will not be soackede. 1671 R. Bohun Wind 192 
The Earth, being a dense body, retaines the Calorifique 
impressions. 1794 Sullivan View Nat. 1 . 145 It pervades 
all bodies, dense as well as rare. 1860 Tyndall Glac. 1. x . 
66 Dense fog settled upon the cascade. 1878 Huxley 
Physiogr . 227 The dense bones resist decay longer. 

b. Having its (perceptibly separate) parts or 
constituents closely crowded together ; in Hot. and 
Zool. closely set. 

1776 Withering Brit Plants (1796) III. 3 66 Grows in 
dense tufts. 1793 Martyn Lang. Bot ., Dense panicle. 1825 
Southey Tale of Paraguay i. 7 Marshes wide and wood- 
lands dense. 1836 Marry at Midsh. Easy xxv, The crowd 
. .was so dense that it was hardly possible to move. 1846 
M c Culloch Acc. Brit. Empire (1854) I. 393 Their popula- 
tion, which in most instances is very dense, amounts to 
about 45,000. 

c. Crowded, 1 thick’ (with), rare. 

1842 Tennyson Morie <P Arthur 196 All the decks were 
dense with stately forms. 

2 . Jig. a. gen. 

1732 Hist. Litterarza III. 249 Sometimes the Author is not 
so properly concise, as dense, if I may use the Word. 
When the Subject is limpid of it self, he frequently inspis- 
sates it. 1760 Franklin Lett . Wks. (1887) III. 42 Six weeks 
of the densest happiness I have met with. 1858 Hawthorne 
Fr. <§• It. Jrnls. (1872) II. 256 If his character were suffi- 
ciently sound and dense to be capable of steadfast principle. 

b. esp. Of ignorance, stupidity, etc. ; Profound, 
intense, impenetrable, crass. 

1877 Black Green Past. vii. (1878) 55 The dense ignorance 
in which they have been allowed to grow up, 

c. transf. Of persons : Stupid, * thick-headed 

x8z2 Lamb Elia Ser. 1. Artif. Comedy Last Cent., More 

virtuous than myself, or more dense. 1887 Poor Nellie 
(1888) 114 He will, .put notions into her dense head. 

3. Photography. Of a negative : Opaque in the 
developed film, so as to yield prints in which the 
lights and shades are well contrasted. 

4. Comb. 

x86x Miss Pratt Flower. PI. V. 298 Dense-headed Rush* 
1870 Hooker Stud. Flora 383 Heads dense-flowered. 1874 
Lisle Carr Jzcd. Gwynne I. tv. 123 How quicksighted do 
the most dense-minded men become when in love t 
Hence ( nonce-wd .) Bens© v , to make dense ; 
Bemsing vbl. sb. 

1888 F. H. Stoddard in Andover Rev. Oct., It is the 
densing of the slight, the fleshing of the spiritual. 

Densely (de-nsli), adv. [f. Dense a. + -ly 2 ,] 
1. In a dense manner; thickly, closely, crowdedly. 
1836 Macgillivray tr. Humboldt's Trav. xxiv. 353 
Countries that have long been densely peopled. x86o 
Tyndall Glac. 1. xxv. 184 Clouds . . densely black. 1875 


Jowett Plato (ed. 2) III. 683 The citadel .. was densely 
crowded with dwellings. 

2. fig. Intensely, grossly. 

1883 J. Fiske in Harper's Mag. Feb. 420/2 The people 
were densely ignorant. 

De*nsen, v. rare . [f. Dense a. + -en 5.] trans. 
To make dense, or intr. To become dense. Hence 
De'nsening vbl sb, 3 thickening, condensation. 

1884 Harper's Mag, June 123/2 In 1800 there is some 
densening of population within the old lines. 

Denseness (de*nsnes). [f. Dekse a. + -ness.] 
The quality of being dense ; density. 

1669 W. Simpson Hydrol. Chym. 325 The denseness of 
some interposing globe. Mod. The denseness of the fog. 
The fellow’s denseness tries my patience sorely. 

Denshire (de'njai), V. Also 7 devonshire, 
-slier, densber, densnre, 9 denshare. [A syn- 
copated form of Devonshire used as a vb. ; the 
method having been origin ally practised there. 

c 1630 Risdon Surv. Devon (1810) 2 Devonshire ; now, by 
a vulgar speech, Denshire. Ibid. § 96 (1810) 92 In our 
Denshire speech called Pohill 1654 V ilvain Epit. Ess. v. 
x, Two Denshire Rivers neer contermining.] 

trans . To clear or improve (land) by paring 
off turf, stubble, weeds, etc., burning them, and 
spreading the ashes on the land; = Burn-beat. 
Hence Demshiring vbl sb. 

1607 Norden Sztrv. Dial. 228 They,. call it in the West 
parts, Burning of beate, and in the South-East parts, ^ Devon- 
shiring. c 1630 Risdon Surv. Devon (1810) xi Which kind 
of beating and burning, .seems to be originally peculiar to 
this county, being known by the name of Denskering in 
other countries. 2669 Worlidge Syst. Agric. (i68t) 6 
About three Acres, Denshired, or Burnt-beaten. 2671 St. 
Foine Improved 8 The good husbandry of Densuring or 
Devonshering of Land. 2799 Trans . Soc. Encourag. Arts 
XVII. 160 The land, .was denshired, and one crop of oats 
taken from it. 2887 Rogers Agric. 4- Prices V. 62 The 
system of densharing or devonshiring old and poor pasture 
had made considerable progress. 

[By R. Child, 1651 lin Hartlib Legacy , 1653, 37) erroneously 
guessed to be from Denbighshire : thence m some Diets.] 
Density (demsifsi), v. rare. [f. L. dens-us 
Dense + -ey.] trans. To make dense, condense, 
2820 Blackw. Mag. VIII. 129 To densify the Lunar 
atmosphere. 2874 Contemp. Rev. XXIV. 421 To ‘densify * 
into substantial existence the misty conceptions. 

Densimeter (densi-mAsih Also denso meter, 
[f. L. dens-us dense + -meter.] An apparatus for 
measuring the density or specific gravity of a solid 
or liquid. 

^ 2863 tr . Ganot's Physics (x 886) x 12 Rousseau's densimeter . . 
is of great use . . in determining the specific gravity of a small 
quantity of a liquid. 1883 Fisheries Exkib. Catal. 210 
Ocean salinometer and optical densometer. 

Density (de’nsiti). [a. F. density (Pard, 16 th 
; c., in 13 th c. dempsitf ), ad. L. densitds, - tatem 
thickness, f. densus Dense.] 

1. The quality or condition of being dense ; thick- 
ness ; closeness of texture or consistence. 

1603 Holland Plutarch's Mor. 1187 The densitie and 
thicknesse of the aire. 1626 Bacon Sylva § 592 As for the 
Leaves, their density appeareth in that, either they are 
smooth and shining, .or m that they are hard and spiry. 
1755 Mem. Capt. P. Drake I. xvii. 185 A Fogg of the 
greatest Density I ever remember to have seen. 1796 
Morse Amer. Geog. II. 311 It was. .necessary to supply the 
defect of density by more frequent inspirations. 1864 Bowen 
Logic xi. (1870) 361 The additional qualities of weight, 
attraction, impenetrability, elasticity, density. 

2. Physics. The degree of consistence of a body 
or substance/measured by the ratio of the mass to 
the volume, or by the quantity of matter in a unit 
of bulk. 

1665 Phil. Trans. 1. 31 There is in the Air. .such a variety 
..both as to their density and rarity, 1696 Whiston Th. 
Earth u. (1722) 221 More than four times the density of 
Water. 1726 tr. Gregory's A sir on. I.247 The quantity of 
Matter is as the Magnitude and Density conjunctly. 2831 
Brewster Optics iii. 25 The bodies contained in these 
tables have all different densities. x88x Williamson in 
Nature No. 618, 415 To determine the vapour densities and 
rates of diffusion of those which could be obtained in the 
gaseous state. 

b. Electr. The quantity of electricity per unit 
of volume or area. 

1873 Clerk Maxwell Electr. 4- Magn. (1 88x‘i § 64 The electric 
density at a given point on a surface is the limiting ratio of 
the quantity of electricity within a sphere whose centre is 
the given point to the area of Jhe surface contained within 
the sphere, when its radius is diminished without limit. 

1885 Watson & Burbury Math. Th. Electr. $ Magn. I. 
130 A uniform, ring of electricity of density — 1. 

3. Crowded state ; degree of aggregation, 

1851 Nichol Archit. Heav. 154 Not. .to sound depths by 
ordinary rules founded on the numbers of the stars, but 
rather to unfold densities. x888 Bryce A mer. Commw. II. 
xxxvi. 5 Not only these differences in size, but the differences 
in density of population. 

b. concr. A dense mass or aggregation, rare. 

^ 1858 Hawthorne Ft. 4* It. Jrnls. I. 144 Stems, support- 
ing a cloud-like density of boughs. 

4. Photogr. Opaqueness of the developed actin- 
ized film in a negative. 

1879 Cassell’s Techn. Educ. III. 143 {Photogr.) A rapid 
acquisition of density will be the result. 

5. fig. Stupidity, crassitude. 

1894 A. Birrell in Westminst. Budget 27 July 48/2 The 
density which is sometimes, .attributed to your party. 

Denso’meter, another form of Densimeter. 
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DENTED, 


©ensure, obs. form of Denshire v. 

Bent (dent), sb. 1 [A phonetic variant or col- 
lateral form of Dint, OE. dynt ; in sense 4 app. 
influenced by indent and its family, and thus con- 
nected with Dent sb.*] 

1 1. A stroke or blow, esp. with a weapon or sharp 
instrument: usually a blow dealt in lighting (=* 
Dint sb. 1 ). Obs. 

C1325 Coer de L. 291 With a dente amyd the schelde, 
c 1350 Will. Paler ne 1215 Ac he wi> dougti dentes defended 
him long, c 1435 Torr. Portugal gi^ Ther schalle no knyght 
come nere hond, Fore dred of denttes ylle. c 1485 Dig by 
Myst. (1882) in. 272 The dent of deth is hevyar than led. 
c 1570 Preston Cambyses in HazL Dodsley IF. 215 He 
shall die by dent of sword. 1596 Spenser F. Q. iv. vi. 15 
Plates yrent, Shew’d all his bodie bare unto the cruell dent. 
1603 Drayton OdesxVii 95 And many a cruell Dent Bruised 
his Helmet. 

t b. A f stroke ’ or clap of thunder ; a thunder- 
bolt. Obs. 

a 1300 Fragm. Pop. Sc. (Wright) 147 The ligting, That. . 
coraeth after the dente. c 1320 Sir Bettes 2738 A made a cri 
and a wonder, Ase hit were a dent of fonder, c 1386 Chaucer 
Miller's T. 621 As gret as it had ben a thundir dent, c 1430 
Lydg. Bochas vin. i. (1534) 277 b, By stroke of thundre dent 
And fyry lightning. 

f 2. Striking, dealing of blows ; vigorous wield- 
ing of the sword or other weapon (=Dint ^. 2 ). 

<2x400 Octouian 1555 Here son was doughty knyght of 
dente. 1548 Hall Ckron. 41 b, With mortal warre ana dent 
of sworde. *556 J. Heywood Spider 4 r F. lix. 32 To subdew 
the flies by the swoords dent, a x6oa Toum. Tottenham 48 
For to Wynne my dogter wyth dughtynesse of dent. 

ffo. Striking distance, range or reach of stroke 
(«=Dint sb. 2d). Obs . 

1567 Maplet Gr. Forest 78 There is no birde that escapeth 
him that commeth in his aent, but she is his owne. 

f3. -■« Dint. Obs. 

1597 J- Payne Royal Exck. 3, I am sturred by dent of 
Christian dutie. 

4, A hollow or impression in a surface, such as 
is made by a blow with a sharp or edged instru- 
ment; an indentation, Dint. 

1565 Jewel Repl. Harding: Wks. (i6ri) 425 We haue 
thrust our fingers into the dents of his nailes. 2622 Brinsley 
Lud. Lit. 16 Mark it with a dent with the nayle, or a 
pricke with a pen. 1620 Shelton Quix. iv. xix. II. 233 
O the most noble and obedient Squire that ever had Sword 
at a Girdle. : or Dent in a Nose. 1691 T. H[ale] Acc. New 
Invent, p. viii. Taking his Hammer, he again beat out the 
dent, tjzz Chamberlayne in Phil. Trans. XXXII. 98 The 
fat Particles had such a Pinch, or Dent, in them, as I have 
shewn, that there were in the Globules of Flower of Wheat. 
1848 Thoreau Maine W. i. (1867) 51 The rocks . . were 
covered with the dents made by the spikes in the lumberers' 
boots. *857 Geo. Eliot Scenes Cler. Life , Janet's Repent . 
ii, Dents and disfigurements in an old family tankard. 

©ent, sb.'i [a. F. dent tooth ; but sense 1 
perk originated as an extension of sense 4 of prec. 
sb.", under the influence of the Fr. word, or of indent 
and its family.] 

f 1. An indentation in the edge of anything ; in 
pi. applied both to the incisions and the projections 
or teeth between them. Obs. 

1532 Huloet, Dentes about a leafe lyke a saw, crense . 
i66<> Become Archit. A a, Denticuli , a broad plinth in the 
cornish cut with dents. 1700 Dryden Fables , Cock 4 Fox 
50 High was his comb, and coral-red withal, In dents em- 
battl’d like a castle-wall. 

2. A tooth, in various technical uses ; 

a. A burnishing tool used by gilders : sometimes an actual 
tooth. I Obs. b. Weaving. One of the splits or parallel 
strips of metal, cane, etc. forming the reed of a loom. 

0. Cardins. The wire staple that forms the tooth of a card, 
d. A tooth in a gear-wheel, or in the works of a lock. 

2703 T» S. A rfs Improv. 51 This is commonly practised upon 
Black and Coloured Wood, Polishing them with a Dent. 183* 
G, R. Porter Silk Manuf . 221 This saves the labour of pass- 
ing the new threads through the mails and dents of the reed. 
1846 G. White Treat. Weaving 53 The reed is made to con- 
tain a certain number of dents or splits in a given space. 
1894 Textile Manuf. 15 May 196 The satin may be reeded 
four in a dent if desired. 

Dent, sb. 3 local. A tough clay or soft claystone ; 
esp. that found in the joints and fissures of sandstone 
or other strata. 

1864 A. Jeffrey Hist. Roxburghshire IV. iii. 162 The walls 
of these houses . . were cemented with pounded dent. 
Bent, ppl* a. [short for dented.] 
fl. Embossed [see Dent v. 3 ]. Obs. 

C1450 Golagros 4 Gaw. 66 The sylour deir of the deise 
dayntely wes dent With the doughtyest in thair dais dyntis 
couth dele. 

+ 2. Her. = Indented. Obs. 

1610 Guillim Heraldry 1. v. (1660) 27 Wrapt with dent 
bordure silver shining. 

3. Dent com : a variety of Indian com having a 
dent or depression in each kernel, D.S. 

©ent, v. [A variant of Dint v. : see Dent i’3. 1 ] 

1 . tram. To make a dent in, as with, a blow upon 
a surface ; to mark with a dent or dents ; to indent. 

1388, 1398 [see Denting vbl sb. 2, 1]. C2440 Promp, 

Parv. 218 Dentyn or yndentyn, zndento. 1530 Palscr. 
511/2, I dente, Jenfondre . . se howe it hath dented in his 
hamesse. *559 Sackville Induct, xii. 7 So dented were her 
cheekes with faff of teares. 1691 T. H[ale] A cc. New Invent . 
p. viii. With which blow it was not broken but dented. 1703 
T. N. City 4 C. Purchaser i6x Jumping upon it with the 
Heals of ones Shooes will dent it. 1845 Darwin Voy. Nat 
Iii. 11879) 6a The fragments had been blown off with force 


sufficient to dent the wall. i88x Miss Braddon Asph. I. 
294 Armour that had been battered and dented at Cressy. 

2. To imprint, impress, implant with a stroke or 
impact. 

c 1450 Golagros 4 Gaw. 824 Suppose his dyntis be deip 
dentit in your scheild. 2533 Bellenden Livy in. (1822) 246 
This yolk wes maid of thre speris, of quhilkis twa war dentit 
in the erde. 2820 W. Irving Sketch Bk. II. 407 The tracks 
of horses' hoofs deeply dented in the road. 
f3. To emboss, set, inlay. Obs . 
c 1440 Bone Flor. 326 The pyllers that stonde in the halle, 
Are dentyd wyth golde and clere crystalle. ci 475 Rauf 
Coityar 667 Dyamountes full dantely dentit betwene. 

4. inir. a. To enter or sink in , so as to make 
a dent or indentation, b. To become indented, as 
a plastic surface when pressed with something 
pointed or edged. 

1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. vn. lix. (1495) 274 Yf thou 
thrystest thyfyngere vpon the postume_it denteth in. Ibid. 

[ xvn. Ixxiv. 648 Yf the fynger aynteth in therto and finde it 
nesshe. 2622 Stafford Niobe 40 His cheekes, denting-in, 
as if he were still sucking at a bottle.^ 1869 ^ Eng. Mech. 
3 Dec, 271/r You will see it dent, for it is elastic, 
f 5. To aim a penetrating blow (at). Obs. 

1580 Lyly Euphues (Arb.) 373 So my heart . . dented at with 
y a arrowes of thy burning affections. 

Dental (de’ntal), a. and sb. [ad. mod. or ?med. 

; L . dental- is, i. dens , dent-em tooth; cf. F. dental 
(1611 in Cotgr.). Ancient L. had dentdle (in form 
the neuter of dentdlis ) — 4 share-beam of a plough ’]. 

A. adj. 1. Of or pertaining to the teeth ; of the 
nature of a tooth. 

Dental arch , the arched or curved line of the teeth in the 
mouth ; dental cavity \ the natural hollow of a tooth, which 
is filled by the dental pulp. Dental formula, & formula or 
concise tabular statement of the number and kinds of teeth 
possessed by a mammal ; the numbers in the upper and the 
lower ro w are written above and below a horizontal line, like 
the numerator and denominator of a fraction : see Denti- 
tion 2. 

1599 A. M. tr. Gabel hover's Bk. Physicke 77/2 To vse this, 
and the other dentalle poulders. 1650 Bulwer Anthro - 
pomet . Pref., To sway It downwards, and the Dental root 
display. 1658 Sir T. Browne Gard. Cyrus iii. 53 Dentall 
sockets. x86o Hartwig Sea $ Wond. vi. 72 The cetaceans 
are either without a dental apparatus, or provided with 
teeth. 1894 Times (Weekly ed.) 16 Feb. 133/4 Dental disease 
. . became reduced to a minimum. 

b. Dealing with the teeth ; of or pertaining to 
dentistry. Dental apparatus , chisel, drills file, 
forceps , hammer, etc., apparatus and instruments 
used in dentistry. 

2870 (title), Dental Diploma Question. 2874 Knight Diet . 
Mech., Dental chisel . . drill. file [etc.]. Ibid., Dental pjttnp, 
an apparatus for withdrawing the saliva from the mouth 
during dental operations. 1878 L. P. Meredith Teeth 
p. viii, Opening the doors of dental knowledge to the people. 
1890 Times 20 Aug. 11/2 A Dental School is attached to the 
Hospital. 

2. Phonology. Pronounced by applying the tip 
of the tongue to the front upper teeth, as the con- 
sonants t, d, J>, n. 

In some languages, as in English, t, d, n are not strictly 
dental, but alveolar', i.e. the contact is with the gum close 
behind the teeth. 

2594 T. B. La Pritnaud. Fr. Acad. 11. 87 The Hebrewes 
name their letters, some gutturall, because they are pro- 
nounced more in the throat : others, dentall, because a man 
cannot wel pronounce them without the teeth. 2626 Bacon 
Sylva § 198. «i794 Sir W. Jones in A slat. Res. (1799) 
I. 12 Each of the dental sounds is hard or soft, sharp or 
obtuse. 1855 Forbes Hindis tdui Gram. (1868} 5, 0 is much 
softer and more dental than the English d. 1877 Sweet 
Handbk. Phonetics 31-2 This class is commonly called 
‘dental’, but the point of the tongue is not necessarily 
brought against the teeth. 

B. sb. 1. Phonology. A dental consonant 

<2x794 Sir W. Jones in Asiat. Res. (1799) 1 , 21 Next came 

different classes of dentals. 1884 American IX. 105 Such 
a phonetic law does not account for the word under dis- 
cussion, no dental being present. 

2. humorously. A tooth, 

1837 Landor Pentameron Wks. 1846 II. 344, I would not 
voluntarily be under his manifold rows of dentals. 

3. Arch. —Dentil. 

1761 Kirby Perspect. Architect. 39 From the dentals 
already drawn the others are to be taken, and also the den- 
ticles. 1857 Birch Anc. Pottery {1858) II. 195 The abacus 
red, the dentals yellow, with a red boss. 

4. Zool. A mollusc of the genus Dentalium or 
family Dentaliidx ; a tooth-shell. 

1678 Phillips, Dental \ a small Shelfish .. hollow like a 
little tube, and acuminated, a 1728 Woodward (J.), The 
shell of a dental. 

5. A sea fish of the Mediterranean, belonging 
to the genus Dentex. 

2753 Chambers CyclSuppl. , Dentate is a name given by 
some to a fish caught in tne Mediterranean, and common in 
the markets of Italy. <22850 Rossetti Dante 4 Circ. ji. 
Months Mar., Salmon, eel and trout, Dental and dolphin, 
©entalite (de*ntabit). Palseont. [f. Dentalium 
(see prec. 4 ) + -IT®.] A fossil tooth-shell. 

28a® in Webster. 2847 Craig, Dentalite , Dmialithe , a 
fossil dentalium. 

©entality (dentse-liti). [f. Dental + -ity; 
cf. nasality ,] Dental quality. 

Mod. In Irish, the dentality of t and d is very marked. 

©eutalize (demtaloiz), v. [f. Dental + -ize.] 
frans. To make dental, change into a dental sound. 
Hence Dentalizaidon. 


1862 F. Hall in Jrnl. Asiatic Sec. Bengal^ The element 
irt . . was probably lengthened and dentalized. 1875 — in 
N. Y. Nation XX. 116/2 The letters d, n, and t, where 
lingual, were, we surmise, first dentalized. 2876 Doush 
Grimm's L. § 55. 135 Cases of dentalization. 
t Bentar (de-ntaj), a, Obs. rare, [irreg. ad, 
F. dent air e, ad. L. dent Cv i-us : see Dentaky.] = 
Dental i. 

1832 R. Knox Cloquet' s Anai. 39 The superior and anterior 
den tar canal. Ibid. 461 The posterior and superior dentur 
branches. . 

t Bentarie. Obs. rare. Anglicized form of 
Bot. L. Dcntaria (Toothwort), a genus of cruet-, 
ferous plants. 

1578 Lyte Dodoens n. v. 153 The other kind [of Dames 
Violets or Gilofloures] is known by the name of Dentarie, 
and is not otherwise known to us. 

Bentary (de-ntari), a. and sb. Zool. and Anal. 
[ad. L. dentdri-zis ( 4 th c.), f. dens, dent-em tooth : 
see -ary. (In F. dentaire , 1700 in Hatzf. )] 

A. adj. Of, pertaining to, or connected with the 
teeth ; dental. Dentaiy bone : *= Dentary sb. 

1830 R. Knox Bedard’s Anat. 236 As far as the dentary 
papilla or pulp. 2870 Rolleston A turn. Life Introd. 44 
The dentary bone of the Crocodile. 

B. sb. A bone forming part of the lower jaw in 
the classes of Vertebrates below Mammalia, and 
bearing the teeth when these are present, 

2854 Owen in Circ. Sc. (c 1865) _ II. 67/1 The anterior 
piece .. which supports the teeth, is called the ‘dentary’. 
2880 Gunther Fishes 54 The largest piece is tooth-bearing, 
and hence termed dentary. 

jj Bentata (dent^’ta). Anat. [L. fem. of den- 
tains adj. * toothed ’ (sc. vertebra ).] The second 
cervical vertebra, also called axis : see Axis 1 2 , 
1727-52 Chambers Cycl. s.v. Vertebrae, The vertebrae of 
the neck . . The second is called . , also vertebra dentata. 
2822 Hooper Diet . 852/1 The second vertebra is called 
dentata. 2847 Youatt Horse ix. 21 1 The second bone of the 
neck is the dentata, having a process like a tooth, by which 
it forms a joint with the first bone. 2882 Mivart Cat 43. 

©entate (de'nhrit), a. [ad. L. dentdt-us , f. dens, 
dent-em tooth: see -ate 2 2 .] Having ‘ teeth’ or 
tooth-like projections along the edge ; toothed. 
Chiefly in Zool. and Bot . ; in Bot. spec, of leaves 
having sharp teeth directed outwards. 

2810 W. Roxburgh in Asiat. Res. XL 350 With the 
margin elegantly laciniate-dentate, 2828 Stark Elem . Nat. 
Hist. II. 34 Shell gibbous .. outer lip generally dentate. 
2835 Lindley Introd . Bot. (1848) L 271 The leaf is merely 
toothed ( dentate \ 2846 Dana Zoopfu (2848) 257 Lamelka 
of the cells dentate or denticulate. 

b. In comb., as dentaie-crcnate, etc. : see Ben- 
tato-. Hence De ntately adv. 

1847 in Craig, 

Bentated (de-nt^ted), ppl. a. [f. as prec, + 
-ed.) «* prec, 

2753 Chambers Cycl Snppl, Dentated Leaf. 2762 G akktner 
in Phil. Trans. LII. 78 Nor has it a dentated margin. 1835 
Kirby Hab. $■ Inst , Anim . I. vi. 204 A beautifully dentated 
suture, resembling the dog’s tooth of a Gothic arch. 2865 
Lubbock Preh. Times 233 Saws, .with their edges somewhat 
rudely dentated. 

Dentation (dent^'Jhn). [n. of condition, f. 
stem of L. dentdt-us: see prec. and -atign. Cf. 
L. tabuldtio, f. tabuldt-us.] The condition or fact 
of being dentate ; toothing. 

2802 Paley Nat. Theol. xiii, How in particular did it [th« 
woodpecker’s bill] get its barb, its dentation ? 2852 Dana 
Crust, u 253 The same species varies much in the dentation 
of the arm. 1880 Gray Struct. Bot. iii. § 4. 97 Dentation. 
relates to mere marginal incision. 

©enta‘to -5 combining adverbial form of L. 
dentatus, prefixed to other adjs. in the sense £ den- 
tately — *, * dentate and — \ as dmtato-angulate , 
having dentate angles; dentaio-ciliate, having the 
margin dentate with cilia ; dentato-costate, having 
dentate or toothed ribs ; dentalo-crenafe, crenate 
but approaching dentate ; dentato-seiTate, having 
serrations approaching the character of teeth ; 
dentato-setaceous, having the margin dentate, with 
setse or bristles ; dentato-sinuate, * having points 
like teeth on excavated borders’ (Syd. Soc . Lex.). 

In these combinations dentate- is often used, as dentate* 
crenate, -serrate, -sinuate, etc. 

2828 Webster, Dentato-sinuate. 2846 pxabZooph. {284 8) 
594 Margin . . with dentato-setaceous calicles. : 2866 7 'reas. 
Bot, Dentato-laciniate, when' toothings are irregularly ex- 
tended into long points. 

Dent de lion, dentdelyon : see Dandelion. 
Dente, obs. form of Dainty. 

Dented (demted), ppl. a. [orig. f. Dent v. + 
-ed ; but afterwards identified with, and assimi- 
lated in sense to, L. dentatus, F. denti toothed,] 
fl. Bent inward; incurved, hollowed, Obs. 

2308 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. xvm. xcv. (1405) 842 The 
teeth [of a serpent] ben dentyd Inwarde and hen crokyd 
[transfigit aculeo & dente flectitur in se}.' 2583 Stany- 

hurst Mneis 1. (Arb.) 28 His '.'ships hee kenneld • . vnder ah 
angle Of rock deepe dented [sub rupecavatd \. ' *607 Torse r.L 
Four-f. Beasts (x 6 $ 8 i 34a This vulgar kinde of hyaena .. in 
the middle of his back, .is a little crooked or dented, 

1 2. Hollow, sunken. Obs. 

2540 Surrey Poems, How no 'age is content x 6 , 1 saw my 
withered skin .How it doth shew, my dented chews, the' flesh 
was worn so thin. 
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3 . Having dents or indentations, indented, toothed ; 
f in Her . — Indented {obs.). 

1533 H uloet, Dented, crenaius. 1572 Bossewell A rmorie 
«. 30 Ermyne on a cliiefe dented, Gules. 1378 Lyte Do- 
doms ir. vi. 253 His leaves be . , dented or tothed. 1692 
Banister in Phil Trans. XVII. 672 There is a small [shell] 
of the Land-kind, with a dented Aperture. 1776 Withering 
Brit. Plants ( 1796) II. 371 Leaves . . slightly dented at the 
end, 2822 J. Flint Lett. Amer. 87 The ragged, and dented 
edges of the strata. 

jDeirtel. Arch. [ad. F. dmtelle (formerly -eU), 
now used in sense of 16th c., dentille .] = Dentil. 
1850 Leitch tr. Matter's Anc. Art § 189. 170 Blending of the 
Ionic dentels with the Doric triglyphs. 187 6 Gwilt Encycl. 
Archil. Gloss., Dentils or Denteis, the small square blocks 
or projections in the bed mouldings of cornices in the Ionic, 
Corinthian, Composite, and occasionally Doric orders. 

D8B.t3l.ated, dentellated (de-ntel^ted), 
ppl. a. [Formed after F. dentett ‘ toothed, toothie ; 
full of iags resembling little teeth’, Cotgr. (in 
Thierry 1564), f. OF. dentele, mod.F. dentelle , 
dim. of dent tooth.] Having small teeth, inden- 
tations, or notches ; finely indented, 

1797 W. Tooke Cat A. //(1798) III. xiv. 409 note , Ankar- 
stroem was armed with a dentelated poignard. 1824 FIeber 
Jrul (ed. 2) II. xxi. 398 The wall is high, with dentellated 
battlements and lofty towers, 1885 Agnes M. Clerke Pop. 
Hist . A sir on. 90 A very fine red band, irregularly dente- 
lated, or as it were crevassed. 

Dentelle (dented, Fr. daritg*l). [a. F. dentelle , 
orig. little tooth, hence lace, a triangular facet, 
etc., in OF. dentcle (14th c.), dim. of dent tooth.] 
j| 1 . Lace [Fr.'J, 

1859 Sala Tw. round Clock (1B61) 40 That delicate border 
of dentelle. 

2 . Bookbinding. 4 An ornamental tooling resem- 
bling notching or lace ' (Knight Diet. Aleck.). 

3 . at (rib . 

1892 J. T, Bent Ruined Cities of Mashonaland iv. 116 
Two feet below begins the dentelle pattern. 

Beatelure ^de*nteliu®i\ Zool. rare. [a. F. 
denielure denticulated border, toothing, f. denteU 
denticulated : see -URE, In quot. app. associated 
with chaussure , coiffure , etc.] Set or provision 
of teeth. 

1877 Coues Fur A nan. xt. 325 The whole dentelure is 
moained in adaptation to a piscivorous regimen. 

Denter : see Denture. 

Denteuous, var. of Dainteous a. Obs . 
DeBti-, combining form of L. dens, dent-em, 
tooth, dent-es teeth. Dentifactor, a machine for 
making artificial teeth. Dentila bial a ., having 
relation to both teeth and lips. Bentili-ngrial a., 
of or formed by teeth and tongue ; also used as sb. 
(sc. consonant, sound, etc.), f Bentrloqnent a., 
speaking through the teeth (Blount, 1656); so 
•f Den.tiToq.nist, ‘one that speaks through the 
teeth 9 ; f DentiToquy, 4 the act or habit of 
speaking through the teeth ’ (Ash), f Dentimo-- 
lary a ., belonging to the molar teeth or grinders. 
Denti “parous a., producing teeth. De*ntipbone, 
an instrument for conveying sound to the inner ear 
through the teeth, an Audi phone. 

1875 Whitney Life Lang. iv. 64 A dentilabial instead of 
a purely labial sound. Ibid. 65 Real dentilinguals pro- 
duced between the tongue and teeth. 1651 Biggs New 
Disp. p 284 Dentimolary operations. 1849-32 Todd Cycl. 
Anal IV. 897/1 The vascular dentiparous membrane which 
lines the alveolar cavities. 

+ Dentiate, v. Obs. [irreg. f. L. dentin.] 

1623 Cockeram. Dentiate , to breed teeth. 

t De'ntical, Obs. rare. [f. dens, dent- tooth 
+ -IO + -AL.] = Dental a. 1 b. 

1776 * Courtney Melmoth * Pupil of Pleas. II. 216 ATrea- 
tise on Toothpicking, wherein I show the precise method of 
holding, handling , .and replacing the dentical instruments. 
De*nticate, v. rare. [f. late L. denticare to 
move the teeth (Papias) ; cf. It. denticare to pinch, 
to nible, or brouse with one’s teeth.] To bite or 
crush with the teeth. 

1799 Sporting Mag. XIII, 37 Masticate, denticate, chump, 
grind and swallow. 

Denticete (demtisft), a. [f. L. dent-em tooth 
+ cet-us whale.] Toothed (as a whale L 
1883 Wood Whale in Longm. Mag. V. 550 The two halves 
of the lower jaw, instead of being pressed closely against 
each other, as in the Denticete whale, are strongly bowed 
outwards, much in the form of a parenthesis ( ). 

Denticle (de-ntik’l), sb. (a.) [ad. L. denti- 
cuius, dim, of dent-em tooth. Cf. Denticule.] 

1 . A small tooth or tooth-like projection. (In 
quot. 1391, a pointer on the * rete * of the astro- 
labe.) 

c 1391 Chaucer Astral 1. § 23 Thin Almury is cleped the 
denticle of capricorne or elles the kalkuler. 1578 Lyte 
Dodoens 1. xeix. 140 Leaves dented round aboute with small 
denticles. 1762 Gaertner in Phil. Trans. LII. 81, 5 small 
denticles, that surround a cavity placed in their middle. 
1877 Huxley Anal Inv. Anim. v. 237 Two powerful teeth 
.. besides minute accessory denticles, 1881 Mivart in 
Nature No. 615. 337 A sharp tooth, or denticle, at the inner 
side of the base of each claw. 

2. Arch. « Dentil. 

2674 Blount Glossogr ., Denticle . . also that part of the 
Chapiter of a Pillar, which is cut and graven like teeth. 


2723 Chambers tr. Le Clerc's Treat. Archil I. 40 The 
distances of the Columns , .are adjusted by a certain, number 
of Denticles . . the first Denticle A , and the last i>, being 
each cut . . by the . . Axes of the Columns. Ibid. 43 The 
Denticle is that large square Moulding underneath the 
Ovolo. 1762 Kirby Perspect Architect. 39 From the 
dentals already drawn the others are to be taken, and also 
the denticles. 

fB. adj. Toothed, denticulated. Obs. 

2374 Eden tr. TaisnePs de Natura Magnetic Ded., 
Turned or moued with certayne litle denticle wheeles. 

Denticular (denti*kiz?la.i), a. [f. L. dcnticul- 
us (see prec.) + -ar. Cf. mod.F. dentictdaire.\ 

1 . Resembling, or of the nature of, a small tooth. 

2878 Bell Gegenbaners Comp. Anal 160 Converted into 

a gizzard by the development of denticular processes. 

2 . Arch. Characterized by having dentils. 

2842-76 Gwilt Encycl. Archil in. i. 817 The difference 

between the mutular and denticular Doric lies entirely in 
the entablature. 

Denticulate (dentrkiz/l/t), a. [ad. L. denticu- 
Idl-us , f. denticul-us : see Denticle and -ate 2 2.] 

1 . Having small teeth or tooth-like projections; 
finely toothed. 

1661 Lovell Hist. Antm. 4 Min. Introd., Of a denticulate 
asperity. 1826 Good Bk. Nat. (1834) II. 41 The bill . . den- 
ticulate or toothed. 1870 Hooker Stud. Flora 18 Sepals 
denticulate. 

2 . Arch. — Denticular 2. 8. In comb. 

1856-8 W. Clark Van der Hoeven's Zool. II. 383 Bill 

subulate, .with margins denticulate-serrate. 2872 Oliver 
Elem. Bot. App. 308 Leaves, .denticulate-serrate. 

Hence »enti*cnlately adv., in a denticulate 
manner, with denticulation. 1847 in Craig. 

Often in Bot. and Zool., as deutiadately serrated , cili- 
ated, etc. 

Denticulated (dentr kitted), ppl. a. [f. as 
prec. + -ED.] 1 . = prec. 1. 

2665 Glanvill Scepsis Sci. 48 Supposing both wheels _ to 
be denticulated, the little wheel will with its teeth describe 
lines. i826^Kirby & Sp. Entomol. (18281 IY. xxxviii. 49 
With a denticulated margin. 1869 Phipson tr. Guillonins 
The Sun (1870) 244 The passage of the Sun's rays along the 
denticulated edge of the moon. 

2 . Arch. =prec, 2. 

2823 P. Nicholson Pract. Build, 447 They are called 
Dentils ; and the cornices are said to be denticulated, 
Denticulation i dentiddwl^ 1, Jon), [f. L. denti- 
cul-us (see Denticle) + -ation : cf. dentation.\ 

\ The condition of being denticulate or finely toothed ; 
usually concr. an instance of this ; a series of small 
teeth or tooth-like projections (mostly in pi .) , 
i68t Grew Musxum (J.\ The denticulation of the edges of 
the bill, or those small oblique incisions made for the better 
retention of the prey. 1829 Loudon Encycl. Plants 609 
Branches flat, linear, leafless. Denticulations flower bearing. 

! 1862 Dana Man. Geol. 477 The teeth have a smooth margin 
without denticulations. 1874 Moggridge Ants # Spiders 
\ Supp. 259 The denticulation of the tarsal daws, .is similar. 

Denticule (de-ntiki^l). Arch. [a. F. denticule 
(1545 in transl. of Vitruvius), ad. L. denticul-us 
little tooth, dim. of dens, dent-em tooth : see -cure. 
Also used in Latin form.] -Dentil b. 

2563 Shute Archil. Cjb, In Corona, ye shal make Denti- 
culos. Ibid. Civ a. They haue added Echinus, and Den- 
ticuli. 2846 Worcester, Denticule (Arch.), the flat pro- 
jecting part of a cornice, on which dentils are cut. Francis. 
Dentie, obs. form of Dainty ; esp . in phrase By 
Gods dentie , by God’s dignity or honour. 

1364-78 Bulleyn Dial. agst. Pest, (1888) 62 F. Gods 
dentie, Jacke sauce, whence came you? R. Flow pretely 
you can call verlet and sweare by Gods dentie 1 ... . 

t Dentient (decent), Obs. rare. [ad. L. 

. dentient-em ‘ teething’, pr. pple. of dejitire to cut 
the teeth.] Teething. 

1651 Biggs New Disp . P 248 An Infant of a year old, who 
is deutient and febrlent. 

Dentifaetor : see under Denti-. 
Dentification (demtifik^-Jon). [f. L. dens, 
dent-em tooth + -pication. The cognate verb 
would be dentify. So in mod.F. (Littre.)] Con- 
version into the substance of a tooth, formation of 
dentine. (Cf. ossification.) 

1878 T. Bryant Pract. Surg.l. 564 A change in form of 
the dental pulp prior to its dentification. 

Dentiform (de-ntif^rm), a. [f.X. type *deitti- 
form-is (used in mod.L.), f. dent-em tooth : see 
-poem. So F. dentifortne (Littre).] Of the form 
of a tooth, tooth-shaped, odontoid. 

1708 Motteux Rabelais v. xxi, (1737) 93 Their Dentiform 
Vertebra. 1843 Portlqck Geol, 2 13 Carbonate of lime . . in 
prismatic, rhomboidal, and dentiform crystals, 
t De*ntiformed, a. Obs. =prec. 

1378 Banister Hist. Man 1. 29 The cause of the second 
Vertebres mouyng, and of the dentiformed Processe. 
t Denti*ftic, a. Obs. rare. *=next. 

1760 Loud. Mag. XXIX. 204 The Dentifrick Elaboratory 
of the celebrated Professor Webb. 

+ Dentifrical, a. Obs. rare. [f. L. type 
*dentifric-us (cf. Dentifrice) + -al.] Of or per- 
taining to a dentifrice, teeth-cleansing. 

x 8 o 5 R. Winstanley in Monthly Mag. XXI. 389 As to 
its dentifrical properties. 

t Dentifricator (de-ntifrik^btoi). Obs. [f. L. 
dent-em tooth + friedtor one who rubs, after L. 
dentifricium .] . A professional cleanser of teeth. 
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c 1700 D. G. Harangues of Quack Doctors 13 Doctor, 
Chymist, and Dentrificator. 2732 A. NDiK&Wi firay' s-hm 
JrnL No. 12 The Profession I have taken up.. is that of a 
Dentifricator, or what the Vulgar call a Cleaner of Teetlu 
Dentifrice (demtifris). . [a; F. dentifrice (15th 
c. in Hatzf.), ad. L. dentifricium, f. dent-em tooth 
+ friedre to rub.] .<■ A powder or other preparation 
for rubbing or cleansing the teeth ; a tooth-powder 
or tooth-paste ; also applied to liquid preparations* 
2558 Warde tr . Alexis Seer. 1. fol. 53 a, Dentifrices or rub-* 
bers for the teeth of great perfection, for to make them cleane* 
1594 Plat Jew ell- ho., Diuerse New Exper. 74' Sweet and 
delicate dentifrices or rubbers for the teeth. 1601 Holland 
Pliny IT. 591 The best dentifrices for to cleanse or whiten 
the teeth, be made of the pumish. 2694 Land. Gaz.lAo) 
2985/4 An excellent Dentrifice, or Powder, fqr cleansing 
Teeth. 2718 Quincy Compl. Disp. 92 Myrrh is also an ex* 
cellent Dentrifice. 2876 Bartholow Mat. Med. (1879) 323 
Camphor eaters into the composition of many dentifrices. J 

Dentigerous (dentrd^eros), a. Zool.' and 
Anal [f. L. type *denti-ger tooth-bearing -h 
-ous : in mod.F . dentigbrej] Bearing teeth.- ^ 
t&2,9~47fioDT> Cycl. Anal III. 979/2 The. .membrane lining 
the dentigerous cavity.^ 2847-9 Ibid. I V.^ 288/1 The teeth 
of the dentigerous Saurian, .reptiles are. .simple. 1870 Rol*: 1 
leston Anim. Life 6 The jaws are generally dentigerous. 

Dentil (demtil). Arch. Also 7 dentile. [a. 
obs. F. dentille (16th c. in Littre) ; a fem. deriv. of 
dent ; cf. Pr. dentilh masc. L. denticulus , dim. of 
dens , dent-em tooth. See also Denticule, Dentel.] 
Each of the small rectangular blocks, resembling 
a row of teeth, under the bed-moulding of the 
cornice in the Ionic, Corinthian, Composite, and 
sometimes Doric, orders. 

1663 Gerbier Counsel 71 The Den tiles at three pence per 
foot. 1783 Ainsworth Lai Diet (Morell) 1, Dentles fin 
architecture], dentuli. 1849 Freeman Archil 213 The 
dentils introduced just under the cornice, .are a great source 
of richness. 1865 C. T. Newton Trav. Levant xxviii, 307 
A stone forming the angle of a small pediment, with dentils 
coarsely executed. 

fb. tra 7 isf. That member of the entablature in 
which the dentils (when present) are cut. Obs. 

1726 Leoni Alberti's Archil II. 40 b, An upright cyma* 
tium ; and over that a plain dentil.^ 1789 P. Smyth tr. 
Aldrich's Archil (1818) 89 A reglet divided, its parts alter*, 
nately omitted, is called a dentil, 
c. altrib . 

1734 in Willis & Clark Cambridge (1886) I. 38^ That . . a 
Parapet Wall be erected, adorned with a Dentil Cornice. 
1812-6 J. Smith Panorama Sc. 4 Art 1 . 180 Under the 
modillions is placed an ovolo, and then a fillet and the dentil 
face, which is often left uncut in exterior work. 1823 P. 
Nicholson Pract. Build. 474 The dentil-bands should re- 
main uncut. 1863 J . G. Nichols in Herald <5* Geneal. July 
254 The classical dentil moulding. 

Dentilabial : see under Denti-. 
De'ntilated, ppl. a. [Variant of Dentelated, 
after Dentil.] ‘Formed like teeth; having teeth.® 
So Dentilation, ‘the formation of teeth, denti* 
lion. ’ (Worcester, 1846); denticulation (of a mar- 
gin), perforation of postage stamps. 

1867 Philatelist I. 29 The regulation and perfection of the 
dentilation. 

Dentile (de*ntil). Conchol. [var. of Dentil, 
obs. F. dentille ] (See quots.) 

1864 Webster, Dentile (Conch.), a small tooth like that of 
a saw. 1883 Syd. Soc. Lex.., Dentile , a term applied to a 
small sharp tooth-like projection on the border of a shell. 
Dentilingual, -loquent, etc.: see under Denti-. 
Dentinal (de*ntinal), a. [f. Dentine + -al.] 
Pertaining to or of the nature of dentine. 

1847-9 T odd Cycl. A nat. IV. 382/2 The calcification of the 
dentinal pulp. 1870 Rolleston Anim. Life Introd. 45 The 
dentinal tissue is free from anchylosis with the alveolus. 

Dentine, dentin (de*ntin). A nat. [f. L. 
dent-em tooth + -ine.] The hard tissue, resem- 
bling bone but usually denser, which forms the 
chief constituent of the teeth. 

1840-5 Owen Odontography I. Introd. 3 , 1 propose to call 
the substance which forms the main part of all teeth * dentine* 
..‘Dentine 1 consists of an organized animal basis disposed 
in the form of extremely minute tubes and cells, and of 
earthy particles.^ 1878 T. Bryant Pract. Surg. I. 565 Well- 
formed dentine is uniformly dense and ivory-like. 

Be*nt£ng, vbl sb. [f. Dent v. + -ing L] 

1 . The action of the verb Dent, q.v. 

1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. xvn. clxii. (1495) 709 After 
many manere castynge, hewynge, dentynge, and planynge. 
1391 Peucivall Sp. Diet , Abolladura, denting in with, 
blowes, beating in, contusio. 

1 2 . The result of this action ; an indentation. 
1388 Wyclif Ex. xxvi. 17 Twei dentyngis [2382 rabitlsj 
schulen be in the sidis of a table, bi which a table schal 
be ioyned to another table. 

t3. Arch. = Dentil. Obs. 

1730 A. Gordon Maffeis A mphith. 367 The great Cornish, 
with Modilions and Dentings. 

De*nting, ppl. a. [f. as prec. + -ing 2 .] That 
dents; f that strikes a blow. 

1575 Appins 4 Virginia Epil. in Hazl. Dodsley IV. X55 
But denting death will cause them all to grant this world 
' as vain. . 

De’ntinoid, a. [f. Dentine + -oid.] Like or 
of the character of dentine. 

1883 Syd. Soc. Lex., Dentinoid tumour, a dental osteoma 
arising from the crown of the tooth ; so called from its struc- 
ture being like dentine covered with enamel. 
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Dentiparous, -phone : see under Denti-. 
BentirO’Ster. Ornith. rare. [a. F. denti- 
rostre, ad, mod.L. dentirostr-is , f. L. denti- tooth 
+ rostrum beak, of which the pi. Dentirostres^ was 
introduced by Cuvier as the name of a family of 
birds.] A member of the Dentirostres or Passerine 
birds having a tooth or notch on each side of the 
upper mandible. By Cuvier applied to an immense 
assemblage of birds having no natural relations ; 
by more recent naturalists restricted to the Turdoid 
or thrush-like Passeres or Insessores. 

[1839 Tardine Brit. Birth II. 53 The first of the great 
tribes into which the insessorial birds are separated, the 
Dentirostres,] . *847 Craig, Dent westers, Dentirostres. 
Hence Dentiro'stxal, Dentiro'strate adjs. } be- 
longing to the Dentirostres ; having a toothed beak. 

1841 Pros. Berw. Nat Club 1 . 251 The Dentirostral tube. 
1847 CRAiGi Dentirostrate. 1876 Amer. Cycl. XV. 727 
A. very large family of dentirostral birds. 2883 fyd. hoc. 
Lex., Dentirostrate, having the characters of the Denti- 

' Be’ntiscalp . [ad. L. dentiscalpium toothpick , 
f. Denti- + scalp-ere to scrape, scratch.] 

1656 Blount Glossogr., Dentiscalp, an instrument to scrape 
the teeth, a tooth-picker. 1708 W, King Cookery 111, Re- 
marks from the ancients concerning dentiscalps, vulgarly 
called tooth-picks. 1874 Knight Diet. Meek., Dentiscalp , 
an instrument for scaling teeth. , _ 

[Dentise, -ize, v . : see List of Spurious W oras. J 
Bentist (de*ntist). [ad. F. dentists , f. L. dent- 
em, F. dent , tooth : see -ist.] One whose pro- 
fession it is to treat diseases of the teeth, extract 
them, insert artificial ones, etc. ; a dental surgeon. 

1759 Edin. Chron. 15 Sept. 4 Dentist figures it now in our 
newspapers, and may do well enough for a F rench puffer J 
but we fancy Rutter is content with being called a tooth- 
drawer. 1760 Lond. Mag. XXIX. 204 I his distinguished 
Dentist and Dentologist. 1808 Med. 7 ml. XIX. 192 Mr. 
Moor, Surgeon Dentist to Her Royal Highness the Duchess 
of York. 1855 O. W. Holmes Poems 149 No 1 Pay the 
dentist when he leaves A fracture in your jaw. 

Dentistic, a. [f. prec. + -ic.] =next 

In mod. Diets. _ 

Denti* stical, a. rare. [f. as prec. + -al.] 
Of, pertaining to, or of the nature of a dentist. 

1851 H. Melville Whale xlvii. 303 Little boxes of den- 
tistical-looking instruments. 1853 Lytton My Novel (Rtldg.) 
164 The crocodile ..opens his jaws inoffensively to a faith- 
ful dentistical bird, who volunteers his beak for a toothpick. 
Dentistry (de’ntistri). [f. as prec. + -RY.] 
The profession or practice of a dentist. 

1838 T ait's Mag. V. 197 Dentistry, as we find it called, is 
growing into a profession. 1886 Act 49-50 Viet. c. 48 § 26 
Rights , . to practise dentistry or dental surgery in any 
part of Her Majesty's dominions. 

Dentition (denti ‘Jon), [ad. L. dentition-em 
teething, n. of action from dentire to teeth. (So 
in mod.F, in Diet. Trev . 18th c.)] 

. 1 . The production or * cutting’ of the teeth; 
teething. 

1615 Crooke Body of Man 969 Dentition or the breeding 
of the Teeth begins about the seauenth yeare, sometimes 
sooner. 16 66 J. Smith Old Age (ed. 2) 140 Dentition and 
Locution are for the most part Contemporaries. 1801 Med. 
7 ml. V. 567 Latest Theories of difficult Dentition. 1870 
Lowell A mong my Bks. Ser. 1. (1873) 365 With many con- 
stitutions it is as purely natural a crisis as dentition. Mod. 
The second dentition is to some children as critical a period 
as the first. 

2 . The arrangement of the teeth, with regard to 
kind, number, and order, proper to a particular 
animal, or to an animal at a particular age. 

1849 Sk. Nat. Hist . , Mammalia IV. 25 The dentition is 
as follow: — Incisors, §; molars, 1855 Owen Teeth 

285 The dentition of the genus Elepkas includes two long 
tusks. 1880 Haughton Phys. Geog. vi. 273 Of all distin- 
guishing characters, the dentition of an animal is one of the 
most important. 

’f Be*2xtity. Ohs. nonce-wd. [f. L. dens, dent - 
em tooth + -ity.] The age of teething. 

*638 T. Whitaker Blood of Grape 43 Infancy, Dentity 
and another . . age, and then pubenty itselfe. 

Bento-, an incorrect combining form of L. 
dent-em tooth, as in Bento-lrngual, etc.: see 
Denti-, Also in Dento logist, DentoTogy . 

1760 [see Dentist]. 1835 Tail's Mag. II. 538 The purely 
ornamental branch of dentology. 

De*ntoid, a. rare . [Bad. formation, from L. 
dent-em tooth + Gr. -oeibrjs, - 03 D.] Tooth-like, 
denti form, 0 DONTOID. 1828 Webster cites Barton. 

Dentor, dentour : see Denture \ indenture, 
t De*ntulated 5 ppl. a. Ohs . ~ Denticulated. 
1796 Stedman Surinam (1813) II. xxiv. 220 Its leaves .. 
dentulated with bard prickles. 

«j* Be*nture V Ohs. Also dentor, dentour. 

Aphetic form of Indenture. 

CX400 Beryn 2791 An entre 0>at] as a dentour wriythe. 
1481-90 Hcnvard Househ, Bks. (Roxb.) 348 As it perith be 
dentor.. lix. bales of Gene wode. x54* Schole-ho. Women 
837 in Hazl. E. P. P, IV. 137 Of you I haue no denture. 
Denture K rare. Also 7 denter. [f. Dent 
v. + -URE.] Indentation, indent. 

1685 Act 1 fas. IT, c. 22 {Parish Si. fames' s, Wesim^. 
Crossing from the south-west comer of the wail of the said 
house in the said Portugal Street to the middle denter 
thereof. . Proceeding from the said middle denter westwards. 


200 

,322 Blacbv. Mag XII. S3? Tha* cl « r ?“ 0 1 f s pheres " 
allow every denture of the chisel to be conspicuous. 

Denture 3 (de-ntiui). [a. F. denture (.14-15* 
c. denteiire in Hatzf.), f. dent tooth : see -ore.] 
A set of teeth ; esp. of artificial teeth. 

3874 Knight Did. Meek. 1. 685/2 An instrument tor match- 
ing the dentures of upper and lower jaw. 2882 Worcester 
Exhib. Catal. iii. 58 Specimens of dentures in wax, befoie 
vulcanizing. 2891 Pall PI all G. 21 Aug. 5/2 Method of pre- 
venting anterior and lateral movements in artificial dentures 
in edentulous cases. 

Denty, obs. iorm of Dainty. 

Dentyuous, var. of Dainteous a. Obs . 

Denucleate, -ed: see De- II. i. 

Besmdate (drni«-d/t, de*ni^d/t), a. [ad. L. 
denuddt-us , pa. pple. of denudare to Denude.] 
Denuded ; naked, bare. 

1866 Treas. Bat., Denudate, when a surface ^h has 
once been hairy, downy,, etc., becomes naked. l gj* 
Soc. Lex., Denudate , stripped ; naked. Applied to plants 
whose flowers have no flower-cup. _ _ 

Denudate (de-n mde% drmwdetXy. "• PP*- 
stem of L. denudare, to Denude. All the diets, 
down to Smart 1849, stress deny date : see note to 
Contemplate.] trans. To strip naked or baie ; ** 
Denude. . ■ . XT 

1627-77 Feltham Resolves n. xi. 182 Dionysia, a Noble 
Matron/was denudated and barbarously scourged. 1634 
SirT. Herbert Trav. 147 Painted ..as be their feet and 
legs, both which are denudated in their dances. *$57 1 om- 
LiSoN Return's Disp. 261 The elder . . is last denudated of 
its leaves. , *S«J Decay Chr. ^ 


DENTTNCIANT. 


its leaves. 1007 jjecay - — - . 

thus denudated himself of all these encumbrances. x8x6 
Kirby & Sp. Entomol. (1843) 1. 218 note, A perfect skeleton 

denudated of every fibril of muscle. , . , 

Hence Demudated ppl. a. , Demudatmg vbl . sh. 

^fjphii Trans. VII. 5032 In the denudated parts of the 
lobe. 1849 Dana Geol. vu. <1850) 355 The denudatmg a^nts 
that could scoop out valleys. 1876 Bavis Polaris Exp . 
App. 661 Glacial scratches . . upon denudated surfaces. 

Denudation (denied ^ -Jan), [a. F. d/fy-fa- 
iion , in 14th c. -acion (Hatzf.), ad. L. denudation- 
em, n. of action from denudare : see prec.] 

1 . The action of making naked or bare ; a strip- 
ping off of clothing or covering; denuded con- 
dition. . _ . . 

1584 R. Scot Discov. Witcher, xv. xxiv. 371 Denudation 
and unction with holie oil. 1714 Mandeville Fab. Bees 
(1725) I. 59 To be modest, we ought . . to avoid all unfashion- 
able denudations. x8x6 Keatinge Trav. (1817) I. 44 The 
inns . . in a state of denudation of furniture. X884 Manch. 
Exam. 10 July 5/3 Ireland, once a land of forests, has suffered 
enormously from the process of denudation. , 

+ b- fig' action of laying bare ; exposure. 

X593 Nashe Fours Lett. Confut. 62 All this he barely re- 

S :ates without any disprouement or denudation. X621 
onne Serm . cxviii. V. 74 The Denudation of your Souls 
and your Sins by a humble confession. 

C. The action of divesting or depriving. % 

1633 T. Adams Exp. 2 Peter iii. 10 Such a destitution of 
succour, and denudation of all refuge. 1644 Bp. Hall Devout 
Soul § 10 (T.) There must be a denudation of the mind from 
all those images of our phantasy . .that may carry our 
thoughts aside. 1871 Earle Philol Eng. Tongue § 579 " he 
subjunctive is distinguished from the indicative merely by 
the denudation of flexion. . 

2 . Geol. The laying bare of an underlying rock 
or formation through the wearing away or erosion 
of that which lies above it, by the action of water, 
ice, or other natural agency. . 

1811 Farey in Phil. Trans. 242 (title), Account of the 
great Derbyshire Denudation. 1823 W. Buckland Reliq. 
Diluv. 1x8 note , This gorge is simply a valley of denudation. 
1845 Darwin Voy. Nat. xviii. (1852) 345 Considering the 
enormous power of denudation which the sea possesses. 
1878 Huxley Physiogr. 149 At the present rate of denuda- 
tion, it would require about 5* million years to reduce the 
British Isles to a flat plane at the level of the sea.^ 

Denudative (d2hiz?d<?liv), a. [f. denuddt-, 
ppl. stem of JL. denudare to Denude *. see -IVE.] 
Having the quality of denuding; causing denuda- 
tion (e.g. of strata). 

Mod. The denudative action of water; denudative agencies, 

Deucrdatory, rare. [f. ppl. stem denuddt - 
of L. denudare : see -ory.] ** Denudative. 

1845 Newbold in Jrnl. Asiatic Soc. Bengal XIV. 293 This 
continuity . . violated by . . denudatory aqueous causes. 

Denude (dM«*d), v. [ad. L, denuda-re to 
make naked, lay bare, f. De- I. 3 + nuddre to make 
naked, nudus naked. (Of. mod.F. dinuder 1790 in 
Hatzf. The earlier F. verb is dinner , OF. denuer, 
desnuer .)1 

1 . trans. To make naked or bare; to strip of 
clothing or covering; spec, in Geol. of natural 
agencies : To lay bare (a rock or formation) by 
the removal of that which lies above it 
1658 Evelyn Fr. Card. (1675} 88 Some when they alter 
their cases, denude them of all the earth. x6gx Ray Crea- 
tion 1. (2704) 120 If you denude a Vine-Branch of its Leaves. 
1845 Darwin Voy. Nat . (1852) 12 That any power .. could 
have denuded the granite over so many thousand square 
leagues ? 18 66 Livingstone 7ml. (1873) I. v. 124 The long 
slopes are nearly denuded of trees. x88o A. R. Wallace 
Isl. Life vil xxx Rapidly denuded by ram and rivers- 
2 . fig. To strip, divest, deprive {of my possession, 
attribute, etc,)* 


Douglas Mneis viii. ix. 65 Nor this burgh of samony 
cicesan isleft desolat and denudit. 1536 Bellendf.n Cm 

Si (x8sr) I. 95 To denude him of the Romane lady, and 
fn adhere to his- lauchfull wiffe. 1637 Gillespie Eng. Pop. 

m l 6 He deludes himself? of all right and title 
which . he might claime vnto it. 1862 Maurice Mor. f 
Mti PMlos IV viii. § 53- 492 Denuded of much of his wit 
f d ckveVness. X jf sTouGHTON Church ofReyol xvii. 

39s Denuding them of political rights, they denied them 

polmca^diitnK^r ^ ^ divest oneself. 

x88o Muirhead Gains Digest 496 An heir 
giving a secret promise to denude in favour of one to whom 
trust-gift was prohibited rendered himself liable to penalties. 
Ibid. 497 Thefieir denuding did not thereby cease to be hem 

f 3 ?To lay bare to the mind, disclose, make 
clear. Ohs. rare. 

1372 Forrest Theophilus 128 m AnghaVll, Then appro- 
bation the case dyd denude. 

Hence Denu-ded, Benu'dmgM adjs. 

1639 in Maidment Sc. Pasquil (186S) 85 Denuding motions 
wf-r not entertained. 18x3 J. Thomson Led. / nfl am. 467 I he 
denuded muscles were amazingly enlarged. 1^9 Murchison 
Siluria vii. 125 From the denuded valley^ of Wigmore. 
3:878 Huxley Physiogr. 131 Its power [tropical rain] as a 
denuding agent is almost incredible. 

4* DeniL'd©, ppl- Go. Ohs. [Short for denuded , 
denudit : cf. devoid .] Denuded, deprived, bereft, 

devoid {of). ... 

iSSa Lyndesay Monarche 5430 Sonne and Mone ar, bmfch, 
denude Off lycht. xs<5o Holland Crt. Venus 111. 5x2 He. . 
was denude of his Kingdome. *57° Satir. Poems Reform. 

xviii. 75 Gylouris of godlynes denude I 

Denu-dement. rare, [-ment.] Denudation, 
denuded condition. 

1831 Southey in Q. Rev. XLV. 424 He continued to live 
in privations and denudement. . 

t Denu ll, Obs. [f. De- I. 3 + L* null-us 
none, null: cf. Disnull, Disannul.] trans. To 
reduce to nullity ; to annul, make void. 

X494 Fabyan Chron. vii. 402 After the deth of Kynge 
Edwarde that banysshement was soone denulled. 1552 
Bury Wills (Camden) 141, I denull, disalow, and sett att 
nothing all former wills and testaments. 

tBenu mber, ^ obs. In. 4-5 denmombre. 
[a. F. dinombrer (in Littre and Hatzf. only of ioth 
c.), f. De- I. 3 + nombrer to number, after denu- 
nierdre, erroneous scribal variant of L. dinunierdre 
to count out, enumerate, f. di-, Dis- + nutnerdre 
to count.] trans. To number, count, reckon up. 

338a Wyclif Ps. Ixxxix. [xc.] IX Who knew 3 the power oi 
thi wrathe ; and for thi drede thi wrathe denoumbren? 
t Denu mberment. Obs. [a. K dinomhre 
ment (1376 in Hatzf.), f . dinomlrer to Denumber: 
see -ment.] The act of numbering or reckoning 
up ; a reckoning, enumeration. 

1455 Poston Lett. I. No. 263. 360 For the vsdue and de- 
nombrement of iiij m» saluz of yerly rent. ^633 J. Done 
Hist. Septuagint 29 He commanded Demetrius, .to deliver 
him the denomberment of the Hebrew Volumes. 3657 Forth s 
Plutarch, Addit. Lives 11676) 47 By the denumberment of 
the Roman Consuls, we find that he lived long before. 

Dcmrmerairfc . Math. [a. L. denumerdnt-em 
pr. pple. : see next.] The number expressing bow 
many solutions a given system of equations admits 
of. Hence Denumerautive, a. 

1859 Sylvester Outl. Led. on Partitions of Numbers 1 . 2 
Denumeration and Denumerant defined. Ibid. IL 4 1 0 hud 
the denumerant vf x+ay+4% ~ n. Ibid . III. 4 Denumer- 
antive function distinguished from denumerant. 

t Desnrmerate, Obs. rare “ 0 . [f* ppb 

stem of L. denunierare : see Den umber.] 

3656 Blount Glossogr., Denumerate, to pay ready money, 
to pay money down. , T 

3 D enumeration (d/hiz 7 :mer? 5 *pn). [ad. L. 
de dtnumerati on-em , n, of action from de-, dinu- 
merare : see prec.] 

fl. A reckoning up, enumeration. Obs. 

1623 Favine Theat. Hon. vi. ix. 152 As it is written in the 
denumeration of the Constables. 1651 Lp. Digby Lett. cone. 
Relig. iv. 48 A place in their denumeration of Hereticks, 
b. Reckoning by numbers, arithmetical calcu- 
lation. rare. 

3851 Mansel Prolegom . (i860) 115 note. Subtraction 

may be demonstrated from Addition . . though it is simpler 
to regard Subtraction .as an independent process of denu- 
mei'ation, ^ , _ 

c. Math. The determination of the denumerant 
of an equation* 1859 l see Denumerant.] 

•f 2 . (See quots.) Obs. 

3727 Bailey vol. II, D enumerations*, present paying down 
of money, 1848 in Wharton Law Lex. 

I! Denuucia (d^ntrnjiia, -sia). [Sp. ; «= denun- 
ciation ; f, denunciar to denounce,] In Mexico 
and Spanish America : The judicial proceedings 
by which a mine, lands, etc., are denounced, and 
the rights issuing from this action are secured ; see 
Denounce v.S. 

, In mod. American Diets. . 

Denu*nciable, a. [f. L. denuntidre (see next) 
+ -ble.] That can be denounced, proper to be 
denounced : see Denounce v. S. 

In mod. Diets. , • v ' ; r , T 

Deuuuciaut (driirnsiant, -jiant), a. [act. D. 
denuntidnt-em, pr. pple. of denuntidre (see next) 
to Denounce.] Denouncing. 
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1837 Carlyle Fr. Rev. (1857) II. n. v. v. 66 Of a!! which 
things , . Patriot France is informed : by denunciant friend, 
by triumphant foe. 

Benimciate (dihtrnsijtf't, -fi*»t), v. [f. ppl. 

stem of L. denuntidre , - nunciare to give official 
information, Denounce, f. De- I. 3 + nuntldre 
(5 nunciare ) to make known, narrate, report.] traits. 
and intr . To denounce ; to utter denunciation 
against. 

1593 Nasi-ie Christ's T. (1613) 46 Should I not so haue 

ronounst and denunciated against thee, thy blood would 

aue bene required at my hands. 1656 Blount Glo$$cgr. y 
Denunciate, to denounce or give warning, to proclaim. 1796 
Burke Regie. Peace i. Wks. VIII. 180 An exigent interest, 
to denunciate this new work. 1865 De Morgan m Athenaeum 
No. 1987.729/1 He only enunciated and denunciated. 1890 
Church Q. Rev . XXX. 183 Some rabid Irish Protestant 
lecturer denunciating the Church of Rome. 

Plence Denu/nciatmg ppl. a. 

1847 Ld. G. Bentinck in Croker Papers (1884’! III. xxv. 
161 An altar - denunciating priest [in Ireland]. 1893 
Columbus (Ohio' Dispatch 15 Sept., Other denunciating ex- 
pressions are employed against the special pension examiners. 

Denunciation (ditansi^-Jan)^ Also 6 de- 
nimti-, 8 denounci-, [ad. L. denunti-, demincia- 
tion-em, n. of action from denuntidre to denounce, 
etc. Cf. F. ddnonemtion (13th c. in Littre), which 
may be the immediate source.] 

■fl. Official, formal, or public announcement; 
declaration, proclamation, Obs . (exc. in senses in- 
fluenced by 2). 

1548 Act 2-3 Edw. VI, c. 13 § 13 Upon Denunciation and 
Publication thereof [sentence of excommunication] in the .. 
Parish where the Party so excommunicate is dwelling. 1583 
Exec, for Treason (1675) 37 Finding this kind of denunci- 
tion of War as a defiance. 1603 Shaks. Meas, for M. 1. ii. 
152 She is fast my wife, Saue that we doe the denunciation 
lacke Of outward Order. 1649 Bp. Hall Cases Consc. 1 v. 
ix. (1654) 3^6 This publique and reiterated denunciation of 
Bannes before matrimony. 1765 Blackstone Comm. I. 258 
Why . . a denunciation of war ought always to precede the 
actual commencement of hostilities. 1803 Jane Porter 
Thaddeus i. (1831) 8 Anxious to read in the countenance of 
my husband the denunciation of our fate. 1859 Sat. Rev. 
VII. 29/1 A denunciation of coming hostilities. 

2 . Announcement of evil, punishment, etc., in the 
manner of a warning or threat. 

1563 Homilies n. Rebellion (1859) 550 "With denunciation 
of death if he did transgress and break the said law. x6iz 
Brinsley Lud. Lit. xxix. (1627^ 292 That severe denunci- 
ation of our Saviour for this undiscreet anger, .may humble 
us continually. 1737 Whiston Josephus' Antiq. x. vii. § 4 
The prophet . . by the denunciation of miseries, weakened 
the alacrity of the multitude. 1752 Johnson Rambler No. 
195 1*6 Full of malignity and denunciations against a man 
whose name they n ad never heard. 1856 Froude Hist. 
Eng. I. 379 But if he still delayed his marriage, it was 
probably neither because he was frightened by her denun- 
ciations nor from alarm at the usual occurrence of an equi- 
noctial storm. 

+ 8 . Sc. Law. The action of denouncing (a person) 
as a rebel, or to the horn. See Denounce v. 4 a. 

1579 Sc. Acts Jas . VI (1597) § 75 After their denuntiation 
of ony person es to the home. 1592 Ibid. § 138 In case onie 
denunciationes of Horninges, sail happen to be made at the 
said mercat Croce of Edinburgh. 1752 J. Louthian Form 

of Process (ed. 2) 141 That. .ye. .relax the said , 

and f rora the Process of Denounciation led against 

them. x86x W. Bell Diet. Law Scotl. 274/2 The conse- 
quences of denunciation, whether on account of civil or 
criminal matters, were formerly highly penal. 

4 . Accusation before a public prosecutor ; dela- 
tion. 

1388 Fraunce Lawiers Log. 1. xii. 53, 1 take a presentment 
to bee a meere denuntiation of the jurors themselves, or of 
some other officer without any other information. 1726 
Ayliffe Parergon 2x0 There are three ways of Proceeding 
in Criminal Causes, viz., by Accusation, Denunciation, ana 
Inquisition. 

5 . The action or an act of denouncing as evil; 
public condemnation or inveighing against. 

1842 Mech. Mag, XXXVI. 6 Denunciation on denuncia- 
tion has been fulminated from the press— and yet the com- 
panies have adhered, .to their life-and-Iimh-destroying prac- 
tices. 1874 Green Short Hist , vii. § 5. 395 A hot denun- 
ciation of the Scottish claim. 

@. The action of denouncing (v. 7) a treaty, etc. 

1885 diet 48-9 Viet. c. 49 Sched. Art. xvi, If one of the 
Signatory Powers denounce the Convention, such denunci- 
ation shall have effect only as regards that Power. 

Denunciative (d/htnis-, dih0’nji|#iv), a. [f. 
L. denuntiat - (see Denunciate) + -ive.] Given 
to or characterized by denunciation ; denunciatory. 
Hence Denunciatively adv. 

a 1626 W. Sclater Three Sermons (1629) sr IPs spoken. . 
Denunciatiuely. x86o Sat. Rev. X. 521/2 They must be of 
a denunciative turn of mind. 1860 Farrar Language iv. 
(L.), The clamorous, the idle, and the ignorantly denunci- 
ative. 

Denunciator (dfczrns-, d&trnJVtei). In 5 
denonciatonr, 6 denonneiator. [a. F. dinon - 
ciateur (1408 in Hatzf.), ad. L. dmuntiaidr-em, 
agent-n. from denuntidre to denounce.] One who 
denounces or utters denunciations ; a denouncer; 
in Civ. Law : One who lays an information against 
another. 

1474 Caxton Chesse in. I. (i860) Eiijb, His accusers or 
denonciatours. 1563 Foxe A. <$• M. 700 a. Concerning 
Wylliam Lattymer and John Hooper, the pretenced de- 
nounciators of this matter. 1694 Halle Jersey iv. 104 Two 


Denunciators, or Under-Sheriffs. X726 Ayliffe Parergon 
2x0 The Denunciator does not inscribe himself, nor make 
himself a Party in Judgment as the Accuser does. 1833 
Lamb Elia (i860) 402 The denunciators have been fain to 
postpone the prophecy. 288 % Spectator 29 Aug. x 125/1 Mr, 
Parnell, the denunciator of evicting landlords. 

Denunciatory (dhwns-, dto*njiatari), a. 
[f. L. type *denuntidtdri-us, f. denuntidtor : see 
prec. and -out.] 

f 1 . Of or pertaining to official announcement. 

Letter denunciatory : a letter or mandate authorizing 
publication or announcement. Obs. 

1726 Ayliffe Parergon 70 All Beadles and Apparitors . . 
are forbidden . . to denounce or publish any such sentence 
pronounced by Deans and Archdeacons, without the special 
Mandate or Letters Denunciatory of their Masters. 

2 . Of or pertaining to denunciation; characterized 
by denouncing, accusing, arraigning, condemning. 

1837 Carlyle Fr. Rev. 11. vi. viii, Breathless messengers, 
fugitive Swiss, denunciatory Patriots. x856 Geo. Eliot F. 
Holt II. xxii. ti2 His talk had been pungent and denunci- 
atory. x866 Mrs. Stowe Lit. Foxes 8r Housekeepers are 
intolerant, virulently denunciatory concerning any depar- 
tures from their particular domestic creed. 

Denou'risliment. rare. [De- II. i.] = next. 

1850 Chanib. Jrnl. XIV. 76 On this hypothesis coffee 
would not nourish, but it would prevent denourishment. 

Denutrition (dmi«tri pn). [See De- 1 . 6, or 
II. 3.] The opposite to nutrition ; reversal of the 
nutritive process ; in Med. treatment by deprivation 
of nourishment. Also attrib. 

1876 Bartholow Mat. Med. (1879) 31 From these data we 
are enabled to form an estimate of the amount and kind of 
food necessary to maintain life in those cases of disease in 
which it is desirable to apply the method of denutrition. 
Ibid. 45 The hunger or denutrition cure. 

Deny (dznar), v. Forms: 4-6 denye, 6-7 
denie, 4- deny ; also 4-5 denoy(e, 4-7 denay(e, 
[a. F. dinier (OF. also deneier , - noier , ~iteer)~Pr. 
deneyar , denegar, Sp. denegar, It. dinegare L. 
dmegare , f. De- I. 3 + negdre to say no, refuse, 
deny. In OF. the atonic stem-form was denei-er , 
dettoi-er (i—denegd're), the tonic deni-e (i—denieie 
1— dene gat) ; by carrying each of these through, 
there arose two forms denei-er ( denoi-er), deni-er, 
whence ME. deney, denay {cienoy), and deny. By 
1 6th c. writers, to whom denay was more or less of 
an archaism, it was apparently associated with 
nay : cf. the following : 

1502 Arnolds Chron. (1811)279 Y° state of cardynal, whiche 
was naied and denayed hym by y° Kyng.] 

I. To say ‘no ’ to a statement, assertion, doctrine. 

1 . To contradict or gainsay (anything stated or 
alleged) ; to declare to be untrue or untenable, or 
not what it is stated to be, 

a. Const, with simple object (formerly sometimes a person). 

c 1300 K, Alis. 3999 Antiochus saide . . Thow hast denied 

thyself here, c 1330 R. Brunne Chron. (1810) 249 pis was 
certified, Sc sikere on ilk side. It myght not be denied, c 1374 
Chaucer Boeth. ill. xii. 81 (Camb. MS.) That may nat be 
denoyed, quod I. c 1400 A pol. Loll. 40 He I13P, pat. .denaip 
pat, & affermip pe contrari. 1509 Barclay Shyp of Folys 
(1570) 27 And woorthy they were, what man can it denay? 
[rime betray]. 1548 Hall Chron. Introd. 2 b, Deniyng fiersly 
al the other new invencions alleged and proponed to his 
charge, c 1600 Shaks. Sonn. xlvi. 7 But the defendant doth 
that plea deny. 1749 Fielding Tom Jones vi. xi, Jones 
could not deny the charge. 1846 Trench Mirac. Introd. 
(1862) 72 Hume does not, .absolutely deny the possibility of 
a miracle. 1875 Jowett Plato (ed. 2) I. 207 You may have 
to deny your words. 

fig. 1634 Sir T. Herbert Trav. 63 The Duke was set at the 
very end crosse-I egged like a Taylour, but his fierce aspect 
and bravery denied that title. 

b. Const, with that and clause , or obj. and infin. (after 
Lat.) ; formerly also with simple infin . Formerly some- 
times with negative or but in the clause. 

1340 Hampole Pr. Consc. 3572 Men shuld not denye. - Pat 
pe saules of pam pat er dede here Of payn may relesed be. 
c 1374 Chaucer Boeth. rr. v. 49, I denye pat pilke ping be 
good pat anoyep hym pat hap it. Ibid. in. x. 88 It may nat 
ben denoyed pat pilke goode ne is. c 1400 Apol. Loll. 44, 
I denoy me not to have seid pis. 1436 Pol. Poems (Rolls) 
II. 180 The chefare. .noman may denyene, Is not made 
in Braban. 15x3 More in Grafton Chron. II. 772 No man 
denieth..but that your grace,. were most necessary about 
your children. 1542 Udall tr. Erasm. Apophth. 157 b Deny- 
ing the arte of geometric . . to bee to veraye litle use or 
purpose. 1581 Pettie Guazzo’s Civ, Conv. n. (1586) 49, 
I denie not but that there have bene amongst us . . manie 
corrupt customes. 1589 Puttenham Eng. Poesie m. xix. 
(Arb.) 218 Then is a picture not denaid. To be a muet Poesie. 
1624 Capt. Smith Virginia iv. 157 Taxing the poore king 
of treason, who denied to the death not to know of any 
such matter. 1663 Sir T. Herbert Trav. (x 677) 310, I 
cannot deny hut it [rice] is a solid grain. 1791 Mrs. Rad- 
cliffe Rom. Forest x, You can’t deny that your father is 
cruel. x8i8 Cruise Digest (ed. 2) II. 414, I beg leave to 
deny this to be law. 1871 Morley Voltaire 14 It is hard 
to deny that St. Bernard was a good man. 

0. absol. 

1382 Wyclif Gen. xviii. 15 Sara denyede, seiynge, I I0W3 
not. <7x440 Promp. Parv. 118 Denyyn or naytyn, nego t 
denego. c 1430 St. Cuthberi (Surtees '5644 Ilk man for him 
self denyed. xs.. ? Dunbar Freiris of Berwik 383 Scho 
saw it wes no bute for to deny. 

2 . Logic. The opposite of affirm ; to assert the 
contradictory of (a proposition). 

c 1423 Wyntoun Cron. vm. iii. 68 And [I] grantis, he sayd, 
pe antecedens; Bot I deny pe consequens. 1591 Shaks. 
Two Gent. 1. i. 84 Sp. Nay, that I can deny by a circum- 
stance. Pro. It shall goe hard but ile proue it by another. 


1596 — 1 Hen. IV, 11. iv. 544, I deny your MaiorT <660 
Barrow Euclid 11. i. Schol., Let +A be to be multiplied 
into B — C ; then because +A is not affirmed of all B, but 
only of a part of it, whereby it exceeds C, therefore AC 
must remain denied. 1723 Watts Logic 111. ii. § 2 If the 
middle term be denied of either part of the^ conclusion, it 
may shew that the terms of the conclusion disagree, but it 
can never shew that they agree. x866 T. Fowler Deduct, 
Logic (1869) no If we affirm the antecedent, we must affirm 
the consequent, or, if we deny the consequent, we must deny 
the antecedent ; but, if we deny the antecedent or affirm the 
consequent, no conclusion can be drawn. 

8 . To refuse to admit the truth, of (a doctrine or 
tenet); to reject as untrue or unfounded; theoppo- 
site of assert or maintain. 

X630 PRVNNE Anti- Ar min. 137 This were to deny either 
the vniuersality or the equality of originall corruption. -1643 
SirT. Browne Relig. Med. 1. § 20 That doctrine of Epicurus, 
that denied the Providence of God, was no Atheism. .Those 
that heretofore denied the Divinity of the Holy Ghost, 
x68i-6 J. Scott Chr. Life (1747) HI. 494 To deny the 
Resurrection of Christ. 1733 Berkeley 7 'h. Vision Vind« 
§6 They who deny the Freedom and Immortality of the 
soul in effect deny its being. 1838 Sir W. Hamilton Logie 
xxvi. (1866) II. 58 Those who still denied the apparition of 
ghosts. 

to. To refuse to admit the existence of; to reject 
as non-existent or unreal. • 
x6ax Burton Anal, Mel. 1. ii. § x. iii. (1676) 33/1 Many 
deny Witches at all, or [say] if there be any, they can do 
no harm. 1879 Staiidardyg Nov. 5/4 The Albanian League, 
so often denied, has again been proved to have a real ex- 
istence. ■ 

II. To say ‘no’ to the claims of. 

4 . To refuse to recognize or acknowledge (a 
person or thing) as having a certain character or 
certain claims; to disown, disavow, repudiate, 
renounce. 

c 1340 Cursor M. 20871 (Trim) Denyinge he [Petur] fek 
wepynge he ros. ^ 1382 Wyclif Luke xii. 9^ Forsoth he that 
schal denye me bifor men, schal be denyed bifore the aungelis 
of God. c 1400 Maundev. ( Roxb.) xi. 45 Pare denyed Petre 
oure Lord. 1333 Gau Richt Vay x6 Thay that denisz thair 
dettis and wil noth pay thair crediturs. 1583 Stanyhurst 
JEneis 11. (Arb.) 46, I wyl not deny my Greecian ofspring. 
1604 Jas. I Counterbl. (Arb.) xoo Why do we not denie God 
and adore the Deuill, as they doe ? 1622 WrraERiSY. PeteVs 
Day y For if thy great apostle said He would not thee denie. 
Whom he that very night denayd, On what shall we relie? 
1726 Shelvocke Voy. round World (1757) 232 Some of his 
men. .happening to be taken separately, he denied them, 
and suffered eight of them to be hanged as pyrates. 1848 
Macaulay Hist. Eng. I. 176 He could not deny his own 
hand and seal. 1867 Freeman Norm . Conq. (1876) I. v. 289 
Swegen, the godson of Csesar, had denied his faith. 

b. with complemental obj. or phrase. (Often blending 
with 1 b. ) 

1588 Shaks. L. L. L. iv. iii. 1x9 Thou for whom loue 
would sweare .. And denie himselfe for loue. 1393 — John 
1. ii. 251 Hast thou denied thy selfe a Faulconbridge ? 1634 
Sir T. Herbert Trav, 123 Letters of Credence signed by 
the King .. who .. denied them for true. 

III. To say ‘no’ to a request or proposal, or 
to him who makes it ; to refuse. 

5 . To refuse or withhold (anything asked for, 
claimed or desired) ; to refuse to give or grant. 

CX374 Chaucer Troylus 11. 1489 Deiphebus. .Come hire to 
preye..To holde hym on f?e morwe companye At dyner, 
which she wolde not denye. 1494 Fabyan Chron. I. cc. (R.), 
He asked a great summe of money of Seynt Edmundes 
Iandes, whiche the rulers denayed. c 1390 Marlowe Faust. 
(Rtldg.)98/x Not to deny The just requests of those that 
wish him well. 1628 Wither Brit. R erne mb. 268, I will 
denay No more obedience then by law I may. 1697 Dryden 
Virg. Georg. 1. 222 Trees their Forres t-fruit deny’d, 1723 
Pope Odyss. iii. 331 The royal dame his lawless suit deny’d. 
a 1839 Praed Poems (1864) II. x6x Thou art very bold to 
take What we must still deny. 

b. Const, (a.) To deny a thing to a person, or (b.) a per- 
son a thing. The latter connects this with sense/) ; but the 
personal object was here originally dative, while there it 
appears to be accusative. In the passive either object may 
be made subject. 

( a .) 1398 Trevisa Barth . De P. R.pn. xii. (1493) 196 
Auctoryte of techynge and soueraynte is graunted to men 
and denyed to wymmen. 1509 Barclay Shyp of Folys (1874) 
I. 3 To vs may no hauen in Englonde be denayd. 1509 
Fisher Fun. Serm. C'tess Richmond Wks. (1876) 297 Mete 
and drynke was denyed to none of them. x6xo Shaks. 
Timon iv. iii. 537 Giue to dogges What thou denyest to men. 
1712 Steele Sped. No. 278 > 2 You will not deny your 
Advice to a distressed Damsel. *875 Jowett Plato (ed. 2) 
V. 73 Experience will not allow us to deny a place to art. 
\b.) CX340 Cursor M. 1586 (Fairf.) He wende pat god of 
mi3t walde deny ham heyuen bri^t. 1376 Gascoigne Philo- 
mene (Arb.) 95 To denay His own deare child and sonne in 
lawe The thing that both did pray, 1593 Shaks. 2 Hen. VI, 
1. iii. 107 Then let him be denayM the Regent-ship. 1649 
H. Lawrence Some Considerat. 36 No man that considers 
the premises will deny me this, That [etc.]. 1652 Needham 
tr. Selden's Mare Cl. 3 It is unjust to denie Merchants or 
Strangers the benefit of Port, Provisions, Commerce, and 
Navigation. 18x4 DTsraeli Quarrels Auik. (1867) 424 All 
the consolations of fame were denied him during his life. 
1863 H. Cox Instit. in. vii. 701 Parliament was denied its 
proper control over an important branch of public expendi- 
ture. '■ ■ "j- 

C. fzg. (predicated of things.) 

1632 J. Hayward tr. Biondls Eromena 78 Finding no 
armour that, .denied entrance to the fine edge of his damask 
blade. 1667 Milton P. L. iv. 137 A steep wilderness, .whose 
hairie sides . Access deni’d. 1736 Butler Anal. 1. iiDWks. 
1874 I. 66 The known course of human things, .denies to 
Virtue its full scope. 1874 Green Short Hist. iii. § 6. 146 
Their [the Friars’] vow of poverty, .would have denied them 
the possession of books. 
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8. To say* no * to, to refuse (a person who makes 
a request or demand) ; + to reject (a candidate). 

c 1340 Gam. <§• Gr. Knt. 1493 For |>at durst I pot do, lest 
I denayed were. Ibid . 1497 ?if any were so vtlanous j>at 
vow denaye wolde. cx^oo Destr, Troy 7097 He denyet 
hym anon with a nait wille. c 1440 Cost a Rom. Ixxxv. 405 
(Add. MS.), I may not denye you of that ye aske._ 2592 
Greene Maiden’s Dream, The poor were never at their need 
denaid. **2592 H. Smith .SVr-w. J1637) 508 A number that 
will denie a poore body of a pennie. 1676 Wood Life (Oxf. 

f ist. Soc.) II. 338 Richard Healy .. stood for Bachelor of 
rts and was denied. 1697 Dryden Virg. Past. v. 141 In 
3 his Beauty’s Pride ; When Youth and Love are hard_ to be 
denyVLt? 1773 Goldsm. Stoops to Conq . m, This is but 
;a shallow pretence to deny me. 1831 Longf. Gold. Leg., 
pillage Church, Firmly to deny The tempter, though his 
power is strong, 1858 Hawthorne Fr. It. frills. I. 256 
Where everybody begs, everybody, as a general rule, must 
' fee- denied, v- •*.;»* - *4- 

}*7. ' To deny oneself to withhold from oneself, or 
jrefrainfrom, the gratification of desire ; to practise 
self-denial, self-renunciation, ' or self-abnegation. 

1 1382 Wyclif Matt. xvi. 24 $if eny man wole cume after 
me, denye he hym self, and take his crosse, and sue me. 
C1450 tr, Delmitatione in. xxxvii. 107 Sonne, j>ou maist 
not haue parfit liberte, but jxm denye fdself utterly. 1827 
Keble Ckr. K, Morning xiv, Room to deny ourselves. 

+ 8. To refuse to do ( be , or suffer') anything. Obs. 
(Formerly sometimes with negative clause, and elHptically 
with pronominal substitute (it, which, etc.) for bifini). 

<21400 Pistill of Susan 140 3 if {>ou pis neodes deny. 
4:1400 Ywaine % Gam. 80 Ne for ns denyd nogbt for to 
rise, a 1450 Knt. dc la Tour (1868) 85 The king sent vnto 
her onis, tuyes, tbries, and she denied not to come. 1577- 
87 Hounshed Chron. I. 103/1 They fiatlie denied^ to doo 
anie of those things. 1596 Shaks. Tam. Shr. 11. i. 380 If 
she denie to wed. 1647 May Hist. Pari. u. iii. 34 The King 
denied to give any other Answer. 1723 Butler Serm . vii. 
(1726) 125 He absolutely deny ed/o curse Israel, 1781 Crabbe 
Poems, Library , Why then denies the studious man to share 
Man’s common good. 

absol. 1805 Scott Last Minstr. 11. xxix, And how she 
blushed, and how she sighed, And, half consenting, half 
denied, And said that she would die a maid. 

+ 9. To refuse permission to, not to allow ; to for- 
bid (to do anything, the doing of it). Obs. or arch. 

a 1533 Ld. Berners Huon lxxxiv. 264 [He] herde how 
Gerarde offred to goo . .how he had denyed hym to go. 1588 
Shaks. Tit. A. 11. iii. 174 One thing more, That woman- 
hood denies my tongue to tell. 1593 — Rich. II, 11. iii. 129, 
I am denyde to sue my Liuerie here. 1614 Raleigh Hist . 
World 1. 176 This place denieth dispute. 1642 Chas. I Atisw. 
Declar. Both Houses 1 July 55 Inforced. .to deny a good 
Law, for an ill Preamble, a 168 7 Petty Pol. A rith. x. (1691) 
116 The Laws denying Strangers to Purchase. 1715-20 Pope 
Iliad xvr. 463 Patroclus shakes his 1 


5 lance, but fate denies. 

1759 Johnson Rasselas xiv. You may deny me to accompany 
you, but cannot hinder me from following. 

+ 10. To refuse to take or accept. Obs. 

2590 Spenser F. Q. nr. vii. 57 What were those three, The 
which thy pro (Fred curtesie denayd ? 1593 Shaks. Rich. II, 
11. i. 204 If you. .denie his offer’d homage. 1691 Wood Life 
(Oxf. Hist SocJ III. 362 Dr. Beveridge did lately denie the 
bishoprick of Bath and Wells. 1725 Pope Odyss. xvii. 78 
Their false addresses gen’rous he deny’d. 

11. + a. To refuse admittance to (a visitor) ; to 
be * not at home ’ to. (Akin to 6.) Obs. 

1596 Shaks. x Hen. IV, n. iv. 544 If you will deny the 
Sherife, so : if not, let him enter. 1709 Steele Tatler 
No. 89 P 9 When he is too well to deny Company, and too 
ill to receive them. 1736 Swift Proposal, etc. Wks. 1824 
VII. 373 At doom where they expect to be denied. 

b. To refuse access to (a person visited); to 
announce as * not at home’. (Akin to 5.) 

,1665 Wood Life (Oxf. Hist. Soc.) II. 44, 1 was at Gasington 
to speake with Mrs. H, . . but she denied her selfe. 1689 
Ibid. III. 317, I inquir’d after him; he denied himself. 
1711 Steele Sped. No. 96 f 8 Denying my Lord to im- 
pertinent suitors and my Lady to unwelcome visitants. 
X777 Sheridan Sch. Scand. v. ii. He is now in the house, 
though the servants are ordered to deny him. *86 9 Trollope 
Ph. Finn (Tauchn. ed.) III. 76, I had told the servant to 
deny me. 1885 Law Times Rep. HI. 614/2 When a debtor 
keeps house and denies himself to a creditor. 

f Deny, sbf Obs. Also denay (e. [a, F. dim, 
OF. desni ; also denoi, desnoy : from stem of denier 
to Deny, orig. denei-er, denoi-er .] Act of denying. 

1. Denial, contradiction of a statement ; negation. 

2535 Joyb A pol . Tindale (Arb.) 6 The Saduceis in denying 

the lyfe aftir this, denied by the same denye but only those 
two. 

2, Refusal (of what is asked, offered, etc.). 

1530 Proper Dyaloge (1863) 6 Their chefe lordshippes & 
londes principall . . unto the clergye they gaue ...’Which, to 
receiue without excepcion The courteous clergy made no 
denay, 1600 Fairfax Tasso xvi. xxv. (R.), Of mild denaies, 
of tender scomes, of sweet Repulses. 2602 Shaks. Twel. N. 
ir. iv. 127 My lone can glue no place, bide no denay. x6zx 
Sylvester tin Bartas n. iv. Schisme (1641)218/1 Yet use 
no Threats, nor give them fiat Denies, 1622 Rowlands 
Good Newes 35 The second widow gaue him the denie. 

+ De*ny, denye, sbf Obs. rare- \ [a. OF. 

deieni, deend, deni, mod.F. doyenni, orig. OF- 
deienet L. decdnat-usl] - Deanery. 

[*292 Britton ii, xvii. § 6 Sicum dend ou fhresorie ou 
chaunterie.] *340 Ayenb. 42 Dyngnetes of holi cherche, ase 
byeh bissopriches, abbayes, oJ>er denyes [F. deenez]. 

Denying (d/horiq), vbl. sb. [f. Deny v. + -ing 1 .] 
The action of the verb Deny; denial, refusal, 
abnegation. 

c 1450 tr» De Imitations 11. lx, No better remedie ban 
pacience & deny eng of myself in he wille of god. X483 Catk. 
Augl. 95 A Deniynge, abdicacio . .ahtegacio. .negacio. 1525 
Ld. Berners From, II. cci. [cxcvii.] 613 There demaundes 


and denyenges were longe a debatyng. 2392 Wyrley 
Armorie 90 He sent me the denaying. 2785 P a ley Mor. 
Philos. (x8i8i 1 . 184 There are falsehoods which are not lies . . 
as.. a servant’s denying his master. 2847 Emerson^ A’ epr. 
Men , Montaigne Wks. (Bohn) I. 340 Not at all of universal 
denying, nor of universal doubting. 

Denying, ppl. a. [~ing -.] That denies. 

1600 E. Blount tr. Cones taggio 117 He was accounted 
sparing, giving rather than denying. 2874 Morley C om- 
promise (1886) 190 The controversial and denying humour. 

Hence Denyingly adv., in a way that denies or 
refuses. 

1824 Miss Mitford Village Ser. 1. (1863) 51 May shakes 
her graceful head denyingly. 1859 Tennyson Vivien 336 
How hard you look and how denyingly ! 

+ Deny te, V. Obs. 7 'are . [app. associated with 
Deny, and Nayte, Nyit, to deny.] =Deny v. 

c 1420 Sir Amadace (Camden) 56 Say we haue together 
bene, I hope fulle wele he haue me sene, He wille hitte 
neuyr deny te [rimes tite, quite], 

Deobstru*ct, V. [f. ppl. Stem deobstruct of 
mod.L. type *deobsti'udre : see Deobstruent, Ob- 
struct. Cf. mod. I", ddsobstruer ( Tissot 177^).] 
trans. To clear of obstruction. 

1653 H. More Ant id. Ath. 11. vi. (1712) 57 Hypericon, .is 
a singular good Wound-herb, as useful also for de-obstruct- 
ing the pores of the Body. 2647 Jer. Taylor Dissuas. 
Popery* Pref., To de-obstruct the passages of necessary truth. 
1732 Arbuthnot Rules of Diet 274 Such as carry off the 
Faeces and Mucus, deobstruct the Mouths of the Lactcals. 
Hence Deobstrtrcted, Deobstrirctingr ppl. 
adjs. ; also ISeobstrir ction sb. [F. ddsobstrtiction ], 
the action of deobstructing ; Deobstrxrctive a. 
[in F. ddsobstructif], having the quality of deob- 
structing ; deobstruent. 

1664 Evelyn tr. Freart’s Archit. Ep. Ded. 9 The de- 
obstruction of Encounters. 1698 Phil. Trans. XX. 432 For 
rendering it more de-obstructive. 1702 Sir J. Floyer ibid. 
XXIII. 1169 Both in its discussing quality and deobstruct- 
ing. 1757 Johnstone ibid. L. 548 From the de-obstructed 
duct. 1782 Elphinston Martial in. xlvii. 153 But, above 
all, the deobstructive beet. 

Beobs+ruent (d*V bstrwent), a. and sb. Med. 
[ad. mod.L. type deobstruent-em (pr. pple. of *de- 
obstruere ), modern f. De- I. 6 + obsiruere to ob- 
struct. Cf. mod.F, ddsobstruant (Tissot 177S).] 

A. adj. That removes obstructions by opening 
the natural passages or pores of the body. 

17x8 Quincy Conipl. Disp. 81 A subtile detergent Oil, 
which makes them universally deobstruent and opening. 
1830 Lindley Nat. Syst. Bot. 65 Valuable on account of its 
aperient, deobstruent, and cooling properties. 

B. sb. A deobstruent medicine or substance. 
<22691 Boyle Whs. V. xx8 (R.) A diaphoretic, a deob- 
struent, a diuretic. 1697 Fhil. Trans. XIX. 403 They gave 
her also Vomitives arid Deobstruents. 1844 T, J. Graham 
Dom. Med. 14 As an alterative and deobstruent. .it [calomel] 
is employed., in indolent inflammation of the liver. 

+ Beo Murated, pa. pple. Obs. [De- I. 6.] 

1656 Blount Glossogr., Deabturated, shut or stopped 
from. Dr. Charl[eton] in his Physio login. 

tDeO’CCate. Obs. rare- 0 , [f. L. deoccdre to 
harrow in, f. De- I. 1 + occdre to harrow.] 

1623 Cockeram, Deoccaie , to harrow, or clod the Land. 

+ Deo’Cular, a. Obs. [f. L. de - privative (cf. 
De- I. 6, II. 3) + oeulus eye, ocularis of the eyes: 
cf. L. deformis shapeless, deprandis without dinner, 
fasting.] Not using the eyes ; blind. 

1632 Lithgow Trav. 1. 22 It is a deocular error. Ibid. x. 
506 Zetland, and the adjacent lies. there; have found such 
a sting of deoccular government within these few yeares. 

Deo’culate, v. nonce-wd. [f. De- II. 1 -f L. 
ocul-us eye + -ate 3 .] trans. To deprive of eyes, 
or of eyesight 

1816 Lamb Let. to Wordsworth , Final Mem. I. x88 
Dorothy, I hear, has mounted spectacles : so you have de- 
oculated two of your dearest relations in life. 

Deodand (dfudsend). [a. AFr. deodande , ad. 
med.(AngIo-)L. deodandum , i.e. Ded dandum that 
is to be given to God.] A thing forfeited or 
to be given to God ; spec, in Eng. Law, a per- 
sonal chattel which, having been the immediate 
occasion of the death of a human being, was given 
to God as an expiatory offering, i.e. forfeited to 
the Crown to be applied to pious uses, e.g. to be 
distributed in alms. (Abolished in 1846.) 

[1292 Britton i. ii. § 14 Volums ausi qe le vessel et quant qe 
leynz serra trove soit prisd cum deodande et enroule par le 
Corouner.] 1323 in W. H. Turner Select. Rec. Oxford 34 
The..Chauncelor. .shall have deodands. 1529 M.OK%Dyaloge 
in. Wks. 235/2 The kynges almoygners, to whome the 
goodes of such men as kyll themselfe be appoynted by the 
lawe . . as deodandes to be geuen in almes. 16x3 Sir H. 
Finch Law (1636) 224 If a man being vpon a Cart carrying 
Faggots, .fall downe by the moouing of one of the horses in 
the Cart, and die of it ; both that and all the other horses 
in the Cart, and the Cart it selfe, are forfeit, And these are 
called Deodands. 1627 Sir R. Boyle Diary ix886) II. 222 
[A] boat . . being forfeicted to me for a deodant. 1705 
Hickeringill Priest-cr. 1. (1721) 42 The Sinners did be- 
queath these Estates . to Ecclesiastical Locusts and Cater- 

f illars, calling them Deodands, or given to God, that’s the 
# 'riest-craft Word. 1733 Gentl. Mag. XXV. 232 The 
inquest, .brought in their verdict accidental death by an ox, 
and found the ox a deodand. 276$ Blackstone Comm. I. 
302 If a man falls from a boat or ship in fresh water, and is 
drowned, it hath been said, that the vessel and cargo are in 
strictness of law a deodand, 2827 Gentl. Mag. XCVIL n. 
13 Apprehensive that the diamonds, if they entered the 


church, might be claimed as a deodand to the altar. 1843 
Stephen Laws Fug. II. 551. x88a Times 3 Aug. 7/4 Deo- 
dands are also things of the past. 

b. loosely. The amount to be forfeited as the 
value of a deodand. 

1832 Trelawny^^. Younger Son I. 58 The master with- 
out appealing to me, laid a deodand on the gun. 2838 Meek. 
Mag. XXIX. 368 The jury levy a deodand of £ 2500, upon 
the boiler or steam engine of the Victoria. 1842 Ibid. 
XXXVI. 6 Deodand after deodand has been imposed by 
honest and indignant juries. 

(I Deodar (drodai). Also in mod.L. form deo- 
dara (dF^da'ra). [a. Hindi de'oddr, dcwddr 
$kr. deva-dara divine tree, tree or timber of the 
gods. (The name occurs already in Avicenna 
c 1030 as tp diftddr . It is given in various 
parts of India to other trees besides this with which 
it has come into Europe.)] 

A sub-species of cedar ( Cedrus Libani var. Deo- 
dar d), a large tree closely allied to the cedar of 
Lebanon, found native in the Western Himalayas 
from Nepal to Afghanistan, and now largely grown 
as an ornamental tree in England. The wood is of 
extreme durability. 

[1804 Gott in Roxb. Flora Indka III. 652 The only 
account I can give you of the Devdrtr pine is from, .enquiries 
..made of the natives. 2814 W. Roxburgh Hort. Bengal 
69 Finns Deodar a. Hindoostani, Deva-daroo. 1833 Penny 
Cycl. I. 34/1 Abies Deodara, the Sacred Indian Fir. The 
Hindoos call it the Bevadara. or God-tree, and hold it in 
a sort of veneration.] 2842 P. J. Selby Brit. Forest Trees 
539 The timber of the deodar employed in buildings. 1872 
Sat. Rev. 29 Apr. 53 A ton of deodar seeds was ordered 
from India, and twelve hundred pounds’ worth of deodar 
plants stuck into a heathy bank. 2884 Q. Victoria More 
Leaves 370, I afterwards planted a deodara on the lawn. 

+ Deodate (<3f sb. and a. Obs. [ad. L. 
ded datum given to God : in sense 2, taken as = 
a ded datum given by God.] 

A. sb. 1. A thing given to God. 
a 1600 Hooker Eccl. Pol. vn. xxii. § 4 Their Corban . . 
wherein that blessed widows deodate was laid up. 

2. A thing given by God, a gift from God. 
a 2633 G. Herbert in Walton Life (1670)65 All my Tythes 
and Church-dues are a deodate from Thee, O my God. 

B adj. Given by God. 

1634 Gayton Pleas. Notes iv. 248, I gather’d up the Deo- 
date good Gold. 

Deodorant (df^wdorant), sb. [Formed as if 
from a L. *deoddrdnt-em , pr. pple. of *Jeoddrare, 
f. odor-em smell, Odour, on analogy of decolor are : 
see De- I. 6. (The long o is taken over from 
odour\ cf. next.)] A substance or preparation that 
destroys theodour of fetid effluvia, etc. ; a deodorizer. 

1869 Roscof. Elem . Client. 106 Employed as t. disinfectant 
and deodorant. 

Deodorize (dif* dorsiz), v . [f. De- II. 1 + L. 
odor Odour + -ize.] trans. To deprive of odour, 
esp. of offensive or noisome odour ; to take away 
the (bad) smell of. Also^. 

2858 Sat. Rev. V. 632 1 To defecate and deodorize the 
sewage of London. 2870 Observer 13 N ov., Liquid portions 
of the sewage, .when deodorised being allowed to flow away. 
fig. 1863 Sat. Rev. 203 Sin and wickedness are carefully 
deodorised now-a-days before they can get into print. 

Hence Deo*dorized, Deo*dorizing ppl. adjs. ; 
also Deodoriza tion, removal of (bad) smell. 

# 1836 Engineer II. 671/3 (Sewage of towns) The deodoris- 
ing system has. .achieved a perfect success at Leicester. 
Ibid. 672/1 Deodorisation, in its practical sense, does not 
simply mean the removal of offensive smell, but the purifica- 
tion of the water by the abstraction of all extraneous matter. 
c 2865 Lktheby in Circ. Sc. I. 97/1 A bleaching and deodor- 
ising agent. 2873 H, C. Wood Thenxp. (1879) 226 The de- 
odorized tincture of opium. 2876 Harley Mat. Med. 279 
The essential properties of chlorinated compounds are bleach- 
ing and deodorising. 

Beo*dorizer. [f. Deodorize + -er.] Some- 
thing that deodorizes ; a deodorizing agent. 

2849 J. F. Johnston Exper. Agric. 265 Both as a fixer of 
ammonia, and as a deodoriser or remover of smells. 289a 
Pall Mall G. 7 Sept. 2/2 The deodorizer is run through a 
six-inch pipe to the great sewer. 

Deol, -fal, obs. forms of Dole, Doleful. 

+ Beo*nerate, v . Obs. [f. L. deonerdre to 
disburden, f. De- 1. 6 + oner are to load, onus, oner - 
load.] trans. To disburden. 

26*3 Cockeram, Deonerate, to unload, ■’ 2652 Raleigh’s 
Ghost 80 To deonerate and disburden the body of the 
excrementall part of meat and food. 

Deontologies! (dz>nt<?V*d:$ikal), a. [f. as 
Deontology + -10 + -al.] Of, pertaining to, or 
according to deontology. 

a 2832' Brntham Deontology (2834) I. i. 20 Let the moralist 
regard the great Deontological Law, as steadily as the 
Turnsole looks upon the Sun. 2867 J, H. Stirling tr. 
SchwegleFs Hist. Philos, (ed. 8) 229 The special theory, of 
ethical action was completely elaborated by the later Stoics, 
who were thus the founders of all deontological schemes. 

Deontologist (df^ntp-lod^ist). [f. Deonto- 
LOG-y + - 1 ST.] One who treats of deontology. 

a 183a Brntham Deontology (2834 "T. ii. 27' [It] separates the, 
dominions of the Legislator from those of the Deontologist, 

Deontology (df^ntpTddgi). [£. Gr, 5c OF, Seovr- 
that which is binding, duty (neuter of pr, pple. of 
Zu it is binding, it behoves) + -Koyia discourse.] 


DEPA35TCE. 


BEOPERCULATE. 

The science of duty; that branch of knowledge | 
which deals with moral obligations ; ethics. 

1826 Bentham in West. Ren. VI. 448 Ethics has received 
the more expressive name of Deontology, a 1832 — Deon- 
tology (1834) I. ii. 28 Deontology or Private Ethics, may be 
considered the science by which happiness is created out of 
motives extra-legislatorial.^ 1868 Gladstone Juv. Mundi 
vii. (1870) 214 A system which may be. called one of deonto- 
logy, or that which ought to be, and to be done. 1883 Syd. 
Soc. Lex. s. v., Medical deontology, the duties and rights of 
medical practitioners. 

Beoperculate (dz^ps-rkizZl#), a. Bot. [f. 
Be- I. 6 + L . operculatus, pa. pple. of opercular e 
to cover with a lid : see Operculate.] Having 
lost the operculum : see also quots. 

186S Treas. Rot., Deoperculate, a term used in describing 
mosses, when the operculum will not separate spontaneously 
from the spore-cases. 1883 Syd. Soc. Lex., Deoperculate . . 
Also, without an operculum. 

Beope'rculate, V. Bot . [See prec. and 

-ate 3 .J intr. To shed the operculum. 

Mod. Liverworts with deoperculating capsules, 
t Deoppilate (d/^-pil^t), v. Med . Obs. [f. 
Be- II. 1 + Oppilate : in mod. medical L. dcoppi- 
Idre, f. L. oppildre to stop up,] tram. To free 
from obstruction ; absol. to remove obstructions. 

1620 Venner Via Recta vii. 134 It . . deoppilateth or vn- 
stoppeth the veines. 17x0 T. Fuller Phanu. Extemp. 2x4 
For Raisins of the Sun .. deoppilate more than Malaga. 
Ibid. 421 Aperitives ought to. .deoppilate the Interstices. 

So Deoppilant a., that removes obstructions; 
Deoppilation, the removal of obstructions; De- 
o ppilative a., tending to remove obstructions, de- 
obstruent; sb. a medicine or drug having this 
quality. 

1623 Hart Anat. Ur. 1. ii. 31 Cordiall and deoppilatiue 
medicines. 1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. in. xxii. 165 
It becomes effectuall in deopilations. 1684 tr. Bonet's Merc. 
Compit. vxii. 313 An excellent deoppilative. 1712 tr. Pomet's 
Hist. Drugs I. 162 It is an universal Digestive and Deop- 
pilative. 1854 Mayne Expos. Lex. 264 Aperient, deob- 
struent, deoppilant; applied to medicines. 1862 Marsh 
Eng. Lang. 89 To produce that salutary deopilation of the 
spleen which the French hold to be so serviceable to the 
health of sedentary gentlemen. 

Deor, obs. form of Dear, Beer. 
t Beo*rdinate, ct. Obs. [ad. med.L. deordi- 
tuit-us, f. De- I. 6 + ordindius ordered. A doublet 
of disordinate.J Perverted from the natural order ; 
inordinate. 

1623 T. Ailesbury Serm. ('1624') 13 The Idolatry consisted 
. .in the deordinate intent of the Sacrificers. 1720 Welton 
Suffer. Son of God II. xxiv. 641 The Principles of a Deordin- 
ate and Excessive Self-Love, 

i DeO’r&ittate, v, Obs. [f. med.L. verbal type 
*dcor dinar e : see prec. and -ate 3 5.] tram. To 
pervert from the natural order. 

1688 Norris Theory Love 11. ii. 107 A sensual pleasure 
deordinated from the end. .for which it was designed. 
Beordmaiiozi (dzj^rdinJ l *j»n). Now rare or 
Obs. [ad. med.L. de ordination- cm (Bu Cange), 
n. of action f. verbal type * deor dinar e (It. disordi- 
nare, OF. desordcner) to disorder, f. De- L 6 + 
ordindre to order, ordin-em order. A doublet of 
disordination.’] 

1. Departure from or violation of order, esp. of 
moral order ; disorder. 

1596 Bell Surv. Popery in. ix. 378 The guilte and the 
deordination. 1635 Sibbes Soules Con/ , xii. § 3.. 166 This 
sheweth us what a wonderfull deordination and disorder is 
brought upon mans nature, 1647 Jer. Taylor Dissuas. 
Popery i. (1686) 99 She refuses to run into the same excess 
of riot and de-ordination. 1688 Norris Theory Love 11. ii. 
201 A deordination from the end of Nature. 1891 Manning 
in Dublin Rev. July 157 It denotes an abuse, an excess, a 
de-ordination in human society. 

2 . Departure from ordinary or normal condition, 
as in physical deformity, decomposition, etc. 

x686 Goad Celest. Bodies m. iii. 472 A Token of the Dis- 
solution, and as it were the Deordination of the Compound. 
Ibid. in. iv. 505 Under these years, the same Deordination 
is found in Animals, Lambs, Hares, Calves. 

Deore, obs. form, of Dear a. and adv. 
De-organize, cle- orientalize : see De- II. 1. 
Deorling, deoreling, early ff. Darling. 
il Deo"rsum, adv. nonce-use . [L. = downwards.] 
Downward. 

2770 J. Clubbe Physiognomy 19 There is the same stupidity 
..the same deorsum tendency in the one as in the other. 
DeorwurSe, var. Dearworth a. Obs. precious. 
+ Beo'SCUlate, v. Obs. rare~°, [f. L. de- 
cs culari to kiss warmly or affectionately, f. De- I. 3 
+ oscular! to kiss.] To kiss affectionately. Hence 
t Deoscula'tion, kissing. 

1623 Cockeram, Deasculctte, to kiss sweetly. 1638 Phillips, 
Deosculation, a kissing with eagernesse. a 1699 Stillingfl. 
(J.), Acts of worship required to be performed to images, 
viz. processions, genuflections, thurifications, and deoscula- 
tions. *733 Amory Memoirs 440 note. 1783 Ainsworth 
Lat. Diet, (Morel!) 1, Deosculation, osculatio. 

De-ossify, -fieation : see De- II. 1. 
Deoxidate (d/^'ksid^t), v. Chem. Also 8-9 
deoxy-, [f. De- II. 1 + Oxidate v.] trans. To 
reduce from the state of an oxide, to remove the 
oxygen from (an oxide or other compound) ; intr. 
to undergo deoxidation. Hence Deo xidated 
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ppl. a . ; Deoxidating ppl. a., causing or suffering 
deoxidation. 

1799 Sir H. Davy in Beddoes Contrib . Phys.ty Med. Knowl. 
73 Phosoxygen is produced, and the metals deoxydated. 
1:808 — in Phil. Trans. XCIX. 90 Dark brown matter was 
separated at the deoxydating surface. 1801 Hatchett in 
Phil. Trans, XCII. 66 The white oxide, .may be deoxidated 
to a certain degree. 1837 R. Bede Pract. Chem . 10 The 
latter [flame of a blow-pipe) is called oxidating, the former 
deoxidating. 

Deoxidation. (dz>ksid£**jbn). [n. of action f. 
prec. vbj The removal of oxygen from an oxide 
or other compound, 

1799 Sir H. Davy in Beddoes Contrib. Pkys. <§■ Med. 
Knowl. 70 It is necessary that the temperature of de- 
oxydation be greater than that of oxydation. 2801 Wol- 
laston in Phil. Trans. XCL 430 The pile of Volta decom- 
poses water, and produces other effects of oxidation and 
de-oxidation. 1883 G. Allen in Nature 8 Mar. 439 The 
function of a leaf is the absorption of carbonic acid from 
the air, and its deoxidation under the influence of sunlight. 

Beo'xidator. [agent-n. f. Deoxidate v. : see 
-or.] A deoxidating agent or apparatus, 
c 1863 J. Wylde in Circ. Sc. I. 396/2 The charcoal is em- 
ployed as a deoxidator. 

Deoxidize (dzVksidsiz), v. Chem. Also 9 
cLeoxyd-. [f. De- II. 1 + Oxidize.] = Deoxidate. 

1794 [see Deoxidizing below], 1800 Henry Epit. Chem. 
(1808)50 Its action is. .exerted in de-oxidizing bodies. 1810 
— Etem. Chem. ( 18261 1 . 533 The silica, also .. is partly de- 
oxidized. _ 1869 E. A. Parkes Pract . Hygiene ted. 3) 357 
Whether disinfectants act by oxidising, or by deoxidising. 

Hence Deoxidized ppl, a., Deoxidizing ppl. a. 
and vbl. sb.; also Deoxidiza'tion, Deoxidize- 
ment, Deo'xidizer. 

1794 G. Adams Nat. 4- Exp. Philos. I. App. 527 The de- 
oxidizing power of the solar rays. 1803 Lane in Phil. 
Trans, XCV. 282 The deoxidising property of light. 1847 
Graig, Deoxy dization, deoxydation. c i860 Faraday 
Forces Nat, vi. 200 note, A colourless deoxidised indigo. 
1862 H. Spencer First Princ. 11. viii. § 70 Animals, in some 
of their minor processes, are probably de-oxidizers. 1877 
W. Thomson Voy. Challenger I. iv. 279 Due to some de- 
oxidizing process. 

Beoxygenate (dzVksic^en^t), v. Chem. [f. 
De- II. 1 + Oxygenate v.] tram. To deprive 
of (free) oxygen ; also -D eoxidate, Deoxidize. 

1799 Kirwan Geol. Ess. 150 By deoxygenating the vitriolic 
contained in the Epsom salt. 1804 T. Trotter Drunkenness 
iii. 58 Alkohol certainly deoxygenates the blood in some 
degree. 1808 Sir H. Davy in Phil. Trans. XCVIII. 336 
Potassium may partially de-oxygenate the earths. 

Hence Deoxygenated ppl. a ., Deoxygenating 
vbl. sb. and ppl. a . ; also Deoxygena'tion. 

1799 Sir H. Davy in Beddoes Contrib. Phys. g Med. 
Knowl. 86 A deoxygeriated atmosphere. 1803 — • in Phil. 
Trans. XCIII. 271 The deoxygenation of skin. 1832 Bab- 
bage Econ. Mamif. xxiii. (ed. 3) 239 An oxygenating or a 
deoxygenating flame. 1834 Mrs. Somerville Connect. 
Pkys. Sc. xxiv. (1849) 224 The most refrangible extremity of 
the spectrum has an oxygenizing power and the other that 
of deoxygenating. 1878 Foster Phys. ii. i. § 2. 210 The 
ordinary deoxygenation of the blood. 

Beoxygenize (dz^ksidgenoiz), V. Chem. [f. 
De- II. 1 + Oxygenize vl\ = Deoxygenate. 

1881 Gunther in Encycl. Brit. XII. 687/1 Until the air is 
so much deoxygenized as to render a renewal of it neces- 
sary. 

Deozonize, to deprive of ozone: see De- II. 1. 
Dep, obs. f. Deep ; {dep.) abbrev. of Deputy. 
t Depa*ct, ppl. a. Obs. [ad. L. depact-tis, pa. 
pple. of depangcre to drive down, fix into the 
ground, etc.] Fixed down, fastened. 

1634 T. Johnson Parey's Chirurg. xi. xx. (1678) 293 If 
the Weapon be so depact and fastned in a Bone that you 
cannot drive it forth on the other side. 

Depaganize, depantheonize : see De- II. 1. 
t Beparnt, sb. Obs. rare ~ 1 . [f. Depaint z>.] 
Painting, pictorial representation. 

1394 Zepheria xvli. in Arb. Garner'S. 73 How shall I deck 
my Love in love’s habiliment And her embellish in a right 
depaint ? 

f Depai*nt, ppl. a. Obs. Forms: 3-4depeint, 
4-5 -peynt, 4-6 -paynt, 6 depaint. [ME. de - 
peint , a. F. depeint , pa. pple. of depeindre (13th c. 
in Hatzf.), ad. L. depingere to depict, after F. 
peindre to paint. After the formation of the verb 
(see next) gradually superseded by the normal de- 
paint edl\ Depicted, painted, delineated ; orna- 
mented ; coloured : see the verb. Chiefly as 
pa.pple. 

a 1225 Ancr. R. 396 ‘ In manibus meis descripsi te’ [Isa. 
xlix. 16]. Ich habbe, he seiS, depeint J>e in mine honden. 
1303 R. Brunne Handl. Synne 8739 pey shul be leyde yn 
toumbe of stone And hys ymage ful feyre depeynte Ry3t as 
he were a cors seynt. c 1323 E. E. A llit. P. A. 1101, & co- 
ronde wern alle of pe same fasoun, Depaynt in perlez & wedez 
qwyte. 1430 Lydg. Chron. Troy 1. v, Vnder flowers de- 
peynt of stablenesse, c 1300 Lancelot 1703 Bot cberice 
them with wordis fair depaynt. 1557 TottelVs Misc._ (Arb.) 
213 Her handes depaint with veines all blew and white. 

t Bepaint (dip^^nt), v. Obs. or arch. F orms : 
4-5 depeint(e, -peynt(e, -paynt(e, 6-7 depaynt 
(6 depant, 7-8 depeint), 6- depaint. [MB. 
depeint-en , f. depeint pa. pple. ; taken as Eng. repr. 
of F. depeindre (3rd sing. pres, il depeint') : see prec. 
Depeint was connected with Depict by the transi- 
tional forms Defeinct, depinct.J 


1 . trans. To represent or portray in colours, to 
paint ; to depict ; to delineate. 

a 1225, 2303 [see Depaint ppl. a.], c 1325 Coer de L. 2963 
Off red sendel were her baneres, With three gryffouns de- 
payntyd wel. c 1340 Caw. 4- Or. Knt. 649 J?e kny^t com- 
lyche hade In )>e more half of his schelde hir ymage de- 
paynted. c 1330 Will. Paleme 3573, & bereth in his blasoun 
of a brit hewe A wel huge werwolf wonderli clepeinted. 
c 1440 Gcsta Rom. xxxix. 362 (Add. MS.) He did make a 
walle white, and with rede Coloure he depeynted the Image 
of the woman. 1370 B. Googe Pop. Kingd. u (1880) jo With 
crosse depainted braue upon his backe and eke his brest. 
2604 T. Wright Passions vi. 294 The Geographers, .depaint 
in theyr Gardes, .the Countries and Cities adioyning. 1639 
T. Pecke Parnassi Puerp , 77 Apelles could not depaint 
Motion. 2748 Thomson Cast. Indol. 1. 326 Those pleased 
the most, where, by a cunning hand, Depeinten [ pseudo- 
archaic pa. pplel\ was the patriarchal age. 

Jig. 2595 Daniel Sonnets 4 No colours can depaint my 
sorrows. 2848 J. A, Carlyle tr. Dante's Inferno (1849) 37 
The anguish of the people who are here below, on my face 
depaints that pity, which thou takest for fear. 

2. To depict or portray in words; to describe 
graphically, or by comparison. 

1382 Wvclif Bible Pref. Ep. iii. 63 A bishop, whom in 
short sermoun he depeynted. 1555 Abp. Parker Ps. cxlii. 
406 My troublouse state I did depaynt. 1664 Marvell 
Corr. Wks. 1872-5 IL 167 There are no words sufficient to 
depaint so real an affection. 1714 Gay Skepk ... Week Prol. 
61 Such Ladies fair wou’d I depaint In Roundelay or Son- 
net quaint. 1771-2 Batchelor (1773) IL 13 Her lips you 
may m sort depaint By cherries ripe. 2808 J. Mayne Siller 
Gmt 11. 129 Amid the scenes, depainted here, O’ love, and 
war, and social cheer, 
b. Const, out, forth. 

1553 Short Catech. in Litnrg. 4* Doc. Edit). VI (1844'' 513 
Canst thou yet further depaint me out that congregation, 
which thou callest a kingdom or commonweal of Christians ? 
1578 Timme Caluine on Gen. 333 The state of the Church 
could not be more lively depainted forth. 1622 J. Reynolds 
Gods Revenge 11. vi. 42 In their speeches depainting forth 
the ioyes of heaven. 1679 G. R. tr. Boyatuau's Theat. 
World il. 147 Depainting them out in lively colours. 

3 . To set forth or represent, as a painting or 
picture does. 

1598 Yong Diana 87 This sumptuous Palace., that this 
table doth depaint vnto vs. 1607 Walkington Opt. Glass 
xv. (1664) 152 This temperature must be depainted forth of 
us. .according to a kind of exigency, r 1660 Wharton Wks. 
(1683)357 If then success be it which best depaints A glorious 
Cause, Turks are the only Saints. 

4 . To paint or decorate with colours or painted 
figures ; sometimes, to paint, colour (a surface). 

c 1320 Cast. Love 704 pis Cast el is siker and feir abouten* 
And is al depeynted w^-outen WiJ> preo heowes p 6 wel bef> 
sene, c 1400 Maundkv. <1839) xxvii. 277 Faire cliambres 
depeynted all with gold and azure. 24 . . Prose Legends in 
Anglia VIII. 151 A cote, .depeynted wij> alle maner of ver- 
tues & floryshed wip alle the floures of goddes gardens. 
1513 Bradshaw St. Werburge 1. 1577 Clothes of golde and 
arras were hanged in the hall Depaynted with pyctures. 
2330 Palsgr, 5I2/2, I depaynte, 1 coloure a thjmge with 
colours . . This terme as yet is nat admytted in comen 
spetche. 1605 Camden Rent. (1637) 129 They were wont to 
depaint themselues with sundry colours. 2706 [see De- 
painted]. 

b. transf. and fig. To adorn as with painted 
figures. 

c 2325 [see Depaint ppl. a.], c 2374 Chaucer Boetk, iv. i. 

1 1 1 pe cercle of pe sterres in alle pe places J?ere as jpe shynyng 
ny3t is depeynted. 1382 Wyclif Lev. xi, 30 A stellioun, 
that is a werme depeyntid as with stems, c 1450 Crt of 
Love xv Depeinted wonderly, With many a thousand daisies, 
rede as rose And white also. 2509 Hawes Past. Pleas. 
(Percy Soc.) 4 A medowe both gave and glorious, Whiche 
Flora depainted with many a colour. 2598 Yong Diana 
468 Let now each meade with flowers be depainted, Of 
sundrie colours sweetest odours glowing. 

5 . To stain, distain. 

C1374 Chaucer Trdylus v. 1611 , 1 have eke seyn with tens 
al depeynted, Your lettre. _ 1600 Fairfax Tasso n. xliii. 28 
Few siluer drops her vermile cheekes depaint. 

Hence Depai/nted ppl. a., painted, depicted. 

2423 Lydg, Pilgr. Sozvle 11. xlvi. (18591 53 Al this erdely 
fyre is but thyng depeynted in regard of that other. 1706 
Maule Hist. Piets in Misc, Scot. I. iB By reason of their 
de-painted bodies. 

t Bepai’nter. Obs. [f. Depaint v. + -er,] 
One who or that which depaints, or paints. 

1513 Douglas JEneis xii. Prol. 261 W elcum depayntar of 
the blomyt medis. 

f Bepai’r, v. Obs. Also depeyre, depeire. 
[a, OF. des-, depeire-r; to despoil, f. des-, di- (De- I. 
6) + -peirer :—L. peiordre i cf. Affair, Impair, 
and Dispayre jI.] trans. To impair, injure, 
dilapidate. . 

a 2460 Lydgate Lyfe of our Lady e (Caxton) E. 5, c. 2 (R.) 
As the tryed syluer is depeired. 2501 Douglas Pal. Hon. 
11. xxii, Na wretchis word may depair 30m* hie name. 2523 
Bradshaw St. Werburge 1. 338 The corps hole and sounde 
was funde, verely. .Nothyng depaired that ther coude be 
seen. 1568 T. Howell A rb. A mitie (1879) 63 Depaire no 
Church, nor auncient acte, in building be not sloe. 

Depa*Imate, v. Obs. rare ~ °. [f. ppl. stem 

of L. depalmare, f. De-+ palma palm of the hand.] 
1 To giue one a box on the eare * (Cockeram 1623). 
t Bepa nce. Obs. rare — 1 , [a, F. dipens (in 
12th c. despans'), ad. L. dispens-um , or F. dipense 
(in 13th c. despanse ), ad. L. dispensa : see Dispense 
j^.] Payment, disbursement. 

c 1450 Paper Roll in yrdRep. Hist . MSS. Commiss. 279/1 
Which he complesshed withoute other payements of Fy- 
| naunce, raunceoun, or depance. 


DEPARAYLE. 

f Deparayll, a. Obs. ra e. [a. OF. despareil 
different, dissimilar, f. des- — L. Djs~ + pareil like, 
of the same kind = Pr, parelh , Sp. parejo , It. parec- 
chio Rom. *pariado- dim. of L. par equal.] 
Unlike, dissimilar, diverse. 

1413 Lydg. Pilgr . Semle 1. x. (1859) 7 There ben here 
many dyuerse pilgrymes deparayii of habyte. 

+ inter j. Obs, [a. OF. phrase de 

par Dieu, by the authority, or in the name, of God.] 
In God’s name ; by God: used as an asseveration. 

ext 90 Beket 1352 in Eng. Leg. I. 145 Nov de pardeus 

[MS. Had. 2277 deperdeus] quath f>e pope, doth ase ge 
habbeth >J?ou3t. c *374 Chaucer Troy Ins it. 1058 Quod 
Troylus, depardau, y assente. c 1380 Sir Fernmb. 1452 ‘ Wei 
depardieux' quaj> (?e kyng ‘ne schal he no^t gon al-one.' 
1634 W. Cartwright Ordinary ii. ii. in Hazl. Dodsley XII. 
240 {archi\ Depardieu, You snyb mine old years, sans fail, 
I wene you bin A jangler and a golierdis. 
t DepaT&cm, v. Obs . [f, De- + Pardon v . : 
perh. alter part, depart)] tram. To excuse, forgive. 

1501 Bttry Wilis (1850! 90, I will that my tenaynts . , 
be depardond of y® half of all ther rents that xali be due on 
to me to the Mychelmesse next after my decesse. 

Deparoxhialize, v. nonce-wd, [f. De- II. i 
+ Pabochialize v.] trans . To deprive of paro- 
chial character. Hence Deparo cMalizing- vbl. 
sb. and ppl. a . ; also BeparocMalisaidon. 

186a Sat. Reo.ytXSX. an/i We must not think of turning 
an impassable ditch into a passable road, for fear England 
should thereby be ‘deparochialized’. Ibid. 21 1/2 The new 
formula of deparochialization. Ibid., The ' deparochializing 1 
cry will . . do equally well for both. 

t Beparo ’clliate, v. Obs. nonce-wd. [f. Drc- 
I. 2 + L. parochia parish + -ate 3 ; after depat riatei] 
intr. To depart from one’s own parish. 

17 6z Foote Orators 1. Wks. 1799.1. 196 The culture of our 
lands will sustain an infinite injury, if such a number of 
peasants were to deparochiate. 

Depart (dipaut), v. Also 3-6 departs, 5-6 
deperto, 6- 7 Sc. depairt. Pa.pple. 4-5 depart(e, 
6 Sc. depairt. [a. OF. depart-ir \dcpp-, desp-, 
dip-) ■* Pr. depart ir, Sp., Pg. de parley, desparter, 
It. di-, dispartire , spar tire, Rom. compound of 
de- or dis- (des-) +partire , for L. disperilre to divide, 
f. Dis- +partire to part, divide. See De- I. 6.] 

I. To divide or part, with its derived senses. 

+ 1. trans. To divide into parts, dispart. Obs. 

1297 Glouc. (1724) 394 Hii departede vorst her ost as 
in foure partye. 1387 Trevisa Higden (Rolls) I. 27 pis 
werke I departe and dele in seuene bookes. c 1400 Maundev. 
(Roxb.t xi. 43 pe serde of Moyses, with J>e whifk he departid 
be Reed See. c 1430 Lydg. Min. Poems (Percy Soc.) 219 
Departe thy tyme prudently on thre. 1551 Turner Herbal 
1. (1568) Hiva, Leues .. very deply indentyd, euen to the 
very synewes whiche depart the myde leues. 

tb. intr. To divide, become divided. Obs, 

1387 Trevisa Higden (Rolls') 1 . 63 pe Rede see [/. e. Arabian 
Sea] strecchej? forp,and departed in tvveie mouthes and sees, 
pat oon is i-cleped Pensions . . f;at oper is i-cleped Arabicus. 
2548-77 Vicary Anat. v. (iSS8)_ 37 [The sinews] depart 
agayne into two, and eche goeth into one eye. 
t c. Her. See Departed 2 . Obs. 
t 2. trans. To divide or part among persons, 
etc. ; to distribute, partition, deal out ; to divide 
with others, or among themselves, to share ; some- 
times ('with the notion of division more or less 
lost, as in Deal v.) to bestow, impart. Obs. 

a 1340 Ham poue Psalter xxL 18 pai departid to paim my 
clathes. K388 Wyclif Prov. xi. 24 Sum men departen her 
own thingis, and ben rnaad richere. c 1430 Lydg. Bochas 1. 
x. (1544) ax a, This Kingdom . . Should haue be departed of 
right betwene us twein. 1483 Caxton Gold. Leg , 76^/2 Yf 
thou haue but lytyl, yet studye to gyue and to departe therof 
gladly, c 1530 H. Rhodes Bk. Nurture in Babees Bk, 1 x868) 
103 Be content to departe to a man wyliing to learne suche 
thinges as thou knowest. 1557 N. T. (Genev.) Jo/mxix. 24 
They departed my rayment among them. 1582 N. Liche- 
field tr. CastctnhedalsConq. R. Ind. 55 a, Hedeparted with 
him both money and other rewards. 1651 Reliq.Wotton. 
22 He could depart his affection between two extremes. 

tb. To deal (blows). Obs. rare. 

c 1477 Caxton Jason 16 b, Whan the kyng apperceyued 
that Jason departed suche strokes. 

tc. absol. To share, partake (with a person in 
a thing). Obs. 

c 1440 Generydes 3418, I shall . . in wurchippe the avaunce. 
And largely departe with the also. 1499 P lampion Corn. 
137, I am willing to depart with him in lands & in goods. 
1549 Coverdale Erasm. Par. 2 Cor. viii. 14 Whyles eche of 
you departeth with other, so that neyther of you lacke 
auye thyng. 

f 3 . trans. To put asunder, sunder, separate, 
part. Obs. ( 

1297 R. Glouc. (1724) 466 King Lovvis . . And Elianore is 
quene, vor kunrede departed were. 1393 Gower Conf. II. 
129 That deth shuid us departe attwo. CX400 Maundev. 
(1839) iii. 16 A gret Hille, that men clepen Olympus, that 
departeth Macedonye and Trachye. £1400 Lanfranc's 
Cirurg. 265 Departe lrjtli he tooJ> and jbe fieisch of he gomis. 
1483 Caxton G. de la Tour D j, That god hath ioyned man 
may not departe. C1530 Ld. Berners Arih. Lyt. Bryt. 
(1814) 67 There began a great and a sore batayle betwene 
these two knightes. And Arthur dyd his payne. .to depart 
them., 1548-9 (Mar.* Bk Com. Prayer, Matrimony, Till 
death vs departe jaltd. 1662 to do part], tdox Down/. Earl 
Huntington u. ii, in Hazl. Dodstey VIII. 134 The world 
shall nat depart us till we die. a X677 Barrow Serm. (1810) 
I. 199 The closest union here cannot last longer than till 
death us depart. 
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f b. To sever or separate (a thing) from 
(another). 

1340 Hampole Pr. Consc. 3710 pai er . . Depaited halely 
fra pe body of Cfiste. c 1400. Lanfranc's C irurg . xo It is 
impossible to departe ho qualitees from bodies. Ibid. 142 
Whanne a membre is depertid from h e bodi. 1526 d indale 
Pom. viii. 39 To departe [so Ckanmer and 1557 Genez’a > 
Rhem . and % 6 xx separate] us from Goddes love. 1574 Hyll 
Planting 78 You must translate them, and depart them 
farther from other. 1590 Spenser F . Q . ii. x. 14 Which 
Seuerne now from Logiis doth depart. 

fo. To separate in perception or thought ; to 
discern apart, distinguish. Obs. 

c 1380 Wyclif Sel. Wks. III. 340 As >es hree persones of 
God ben 0 God. .so alle dedesand werkes of heTrinite mainot 
be departid from oher. 1485 Caxton Clias, Gt. 248 We. . had 
egaily departed his good dedes and his euyl. c 15x0 More 
Pious Wks. 2/2 Straunge tokens . . departing (as it wen and 
. .seuering the cradles of such speciall chyldren fro the com- 
pany of other of the common sorte. 

t d. inlr. To separate, make separation. Obs. ^ 
1388 Wyclif Isa. lix. 2 5 t> ure wickednesses han departid 
bitwise 30U and 3oure God. 1480 Caxton Descr . Brit. 8 
The Seuarn departed somtyme bitwene Englond and Wales. 

t e. Old Ghent. To separate a metal from an 
alloy or a solution. 

1704 J. Harris Lex. Tecltn. s. v., Depart farther, and^get 
your Silver out of the Aqua Fortis. 2751 Chambers Cycl. 
s.v., The water of the first recipient serves for the first opera- 
tion of departing, and the rest for the subsequent ones. 

1 4 . trans. 'l'o sever, break off, dissolve (a con- 
nexion or the like). Obs. 

C1386 Chaucer Frankl. T. 804, I have wel lever ever to 
suffre woo, Than I departe the love bytwix yow tuo, c 1400 
Apol. Loll 70 Mariage mad in J^rid. & ferd degre ..is so 
confermid J> at it mai not be departid. 1470-85 Malory 
Arthur yt 11. xxxviii, Ye departed the loue bitwene me and 
my wyf. 25. . Hacket Treas.ofAmadis 274 So sweete and 
so faithfull a conjunction can not be departed without a great 
heart breaking. 1 579 Twyne Pkisicke agst. Fortune n. Ivii. 
233 b, With staues to depart their nightly conflictes. 

fb. intr. (for refll) Of a connexion, etc..* To 
be severed, dissolved, or broken off. Obs. 

1375 Barbour Bruce n. 169 Thusgat maid thai thar aquen- 
tance That neuir syne. .Departy t quhill thai lyffand war. 
1377 Langl. P. Pl. B. xx, 138 Thanne cam coueityse . . For 
a mantel of menyuere, he made lele matrimonye Departen ar 
deth cam, and deuors shupte. 1523 Lp. Berners Froiss. I. 
lxxxi. 103 Than the bysshoppe sayd. Sirs, than our company 
shall depart. 

II. To go apart or away, with its derived senses. 
The perfect tenses Gntrans.) were formerly formed with 
be : cf. is gone. 

t 5 . intr. To go asunder ; to part or separate 
from each other, to take leave of each other. Obs. 

c 1290 Y. Eng. Leg. I. 121/52 7 So departede pe court po, 
and euerech to is In drou}. CX330 R. Brunne Chron. (1810) 
52 In Iuf J>ei departed, Hardknout home went, ct 500 
Nut-Brown Maid 33 , 1 here you saye farwel : nay, nay, we 
departe not soo sone. 1601 Holland Pliny II. 208 The 
putrifaction of the flesh ready to depart from the bone. 
a 1605 Montgomerie Misc. Poems xxxix. 12 Adeu nou ; be 
treu nou, Sen that we must depairt. 1642 Hinde J. Bruen. 
xlii. 133 So loth wee were to depart asunder. 

6 . intr. To go away (from a person or place) ; 
to take one’s leave. (The current sense, but chiefly 
in literary use ; to depart fronts to leave.) 

a 1225 (see Departing vbl. sb. 4], c 1340 Cursor M, 11893 
(Fairf.) Be j? at we fra j> e depart [ earlier texts part]. 
a 1340 Hampoi.e Psalter vi. 8 Departis fra me all h aC 
wirkes wickednes, c 1477 Caxton Jason 68 He departed 
out of temple and also from Athenes. 1526 Tindalb 
John xvi. 7 Yf I departe, I will sende him vnto you. 
2547-8 Ordre of Communion 16 Then shall the Prxeste.. 
let the people depart. 1697 Dryden Virg. Georg, m. 818 
The Learned Leaches in Despair depart. 1841 Lakh Arab. 
Nts. 1 . 113 She then said to him, Depart, and return not 
hither. 

b. To set out (on a journey), set forth, start. 
Opp. to arrive. (Now commonly to leave.) 

c 1489 Caxton Sonnes of Aymon i. 52 Whan the mornyng 
came, departed well erly from Parys the sayd Guenelon and 
hisfelawes. 2548 Hall Chron. 208 b, He entered the ship 
with the other, which were redy to depart. 1625-6 Purchas 
Pilgr hues II. 2081 The Negux was departed. And every 
man hastened to follow after, 2792 Mrs. C. Smith Desmond . 
III. 61 In case the Duke should be departed, he directs her 
instantly to set out for Paris. 2817 W. Sf.lwyn Law Nisi 
Prius (ed. 4) II. 969 If the ship did not depart from 
Portsmouth with convoy. Time-taMe. The train departs 
at 6.30. 

f c. To go away to or into (a place) ; to go 
forth, pass, proceed, make one’s way. Obs. 

CX400 Lanfranc's Cirurg. (MS. A) 305 To defende hat 
mater schal not departe into ai pt lyme. 2586 B. Young 
Guazzo's Civ. Conv. iv, 227 He had a desire to depart home 
to his lodging. 16x1 Bible Matt, ii, 22 They departed into 
their owne countrey another way, 

f d. 7 b depart ones way : to go one’s way. Obs. 
1535 Coverdale i Esdrasix. 51 Departe youre waye then, 
& eate the best, & drynke the swetest. 

7 . intr. To leave this world, decease, die, pass 
away, (Now only to depart from {this) life.) 

1501 Bury Wills (2850) 85 My body, if it happyt me to de- 
parte whn vij. myle of gret JBerkehamstede, to beburved ther. 
1526 Tindale Luke ii. 29 Lorde, now lettest thou thy 
seruaunt departe in peace. 1535 Stewart Cron. Scot. I. 
576 Constantius departit in Eborac throw Infirmitie. 2576 
Fleming Panopl. Efzst. 39 That Marcellus a little before 
day, was departed. 1605 Stow A nnales 39 He departed 
out of this life at Yorke. 2702 J. Logan in Pa. Hist . Soc. 
Mem. IX. 94 , 1 went to visit him the day before he departed. 
<2x862 Buckle Civiliz. (2869) III. iv. 227 When a Scotch 
minister departed from this life. 


DEPARTABLE* 4 

8. tram. To go away from, leave, quit, forsake. 
Now rare, exc. in phr. to depart this life (=7). 

C1340 Cursor M. 20266 (Br, Mus. MS.) Rewe on vs, 
departe vs nou^t. 1536 in W. H. Turner Select. Rec. Oxford 
138 Nicholas Hore paid for the wine and departed their 
company. 1548 Hall Chron. 114 All the Welshemen were 
commaunded . . to depart the toune. X597 Hooker Eccl. Pol. 
v. i. 1x6121 186 The soules of men departing this life. 1647 
N. Bacon Disc. Govt. Eng. 1. lix. < 1739) 112 No Clergyman 
or other may depart the Realm, without the King’s Licence. 
2722 Addison Sped. No. 517 § 1 Sir Roger de Coverley 
is dead. He departed this life at his house in the country. 
1734 tr. Rollins Anc. Hist. (1827) II. n. 226 Jugurtha was 
commanded to depart Italy. 1839 Keightley Hist. Eng. 
II. 33 The clergy were ordered to depart the kingdom. 
1861 Dickens Gt. Expect, xxxiv, Mrs. J. Gargery had de- 
parted this life on Monday lasL 

f 9 . To send away, dismiss. Obs. 

1484 Caxton Chivalry 73 Charite. .departeth euery vyce. 
c 1500 Chron. Gr. Friars i Camden > 28 The Kynge . . made 
them grete cheve and so departyd them home agayne. 16x4 
Raleigh Hist. World Pref. 17 The abolished parts are 
departed by small degrees. 

f 10 . intr. To start, spring, come forth, or issue 
fjvm ; to come of. Obs. 

c 1477 Caxton Jason 56 b, By theyr countenaunce and 
habylements . . they ben departed from noble and goode 
hous. c 1489 — • Blanchardyn xliv. 173 Of chux-les, bothe 
man and wyff, can departe noo goode fruyte. 

II. intr. ( transf. and fig. from 6 .) To withdraw, 
turn aside, diverge, deviate ; to desist (from a course 
of action , etc.) . 7 0 depart from : to leave, aband on ; 
to cease to follow, observe or practise. 

*393 Gower Conf III. 103 The. .Nile. .Departeth fro his 
cours and falleth Into the see Alexandrine. 2535 Coverdale 
Prov. iii. 7 Feare y ! Lorde and departe from euell. 1590 
Spenser F. Q. hi. ii. 41 Shamefull lustes . . which depart 
From course of nature. 1652 Hobbes Levialk. iii, xl. 255 
It was not with a design to depart from the worship of God. 
1732 Berkeley Alciphr. vn. § 24 They depart from received 
opinions. 2867 Freeman Norm. Conq. {1876) I. App. 673 
The fourth narrative departs in several important points 
from the Chronicles. 2893 Law Times _XCV. 27/1 Dis- 
inclination, .to depart from the long-established practice. 

III. f 12 . Depart with. a. To take leave 
of ; to go away from. (Cf. 5, 6.) Obs.. rare. 

1502 Ord. Crysten Men iW. de W. 1506) I. iii. 22 Cursed 
& darn pned spyrite, departe than forth with this creature, 
X563 Foxe A. <$• M. 7 63 b, And so departed I with them. 

*fb. To part with; to give up, surrender ; to 
give away, bestow. (Cf. 2.) Obs. 

c 1485 Digby Myst. (1882I hi. 102 O ye good fatbyr of grete 
degre, thus to departe with your rycnes. 2505 Shaks. John 
ILi. 563 Iohn . . Hath willingly departed with a part. 164a 
Perkins Prof. Bk, i. § 47. 21 Shee hath departed with her 
right by the feoffment. 1792 Chipman Amer. Law Rep. 
(1872)42 The officer had a Jien on the cattle. On receipt 
I do not consider that the officer wholly departs with that 
lien. 

f! 3 . So Bepart from, in the same sense (12 b). 

X548CRANMKR Catech . 81 b, Neyther by threatnyng. .cause 
him to depart from any portion of his goodes. 1612 T. 
Taylor Comm. Titus i. 5 With what difficultie depart they 
[stones] from their naturall roughnesse? 2682 Burnet 
Hist. Ref. 1 1 . 88 The inferior clergy departed from their right 
of being in the House of Commons. 

f Depart, sb. Obs. [a. F. dipart (131I1 c. in 
Godef.), f. dipartir to Depart. Partly treated as 
directly from the English verb ; cf. the sbs. leave , 
return, etc.] 

1 . The act of departing, departure, a. Parting, 
separation, b. Departure from this life, death. 

c 1330 Arth. <$- Merit. 4539 For depart of his felawes, And 
for her men that weren y-slawe. 1590 Spenser F. Q. m. vii, 
20 That lewd lover did the most lament For her depart. 
1592 Shaks. Two Gent. v. iv, 96 At my depart I gaue this 
[ring] vnto lulia. 1593 — 3 Hen, VI, ir. i. 210 When your 
brau e Father breath'd his latest gaspe, Tydings . . Were 
brought me of your Los.se, and his Depart. 2642 H. More 
Song of Soul n. 11. 11. xxxviii, The plan tall lifes depart. 
1724 Ramsay Tea-t. Misc, (2733) I. 99 For her depart my 
heart was sair. 1840 Sportsman in tret. 4 Scott. II. iv, 71, 
The salmon having long since made his depart. 

2 . Old Chem. The separation of one metal from 
another with which it is alloyed. 

<2x626 Bacon ( J.), The chymists have a liquor called water 
of depart. x68S W. Harris tr. Fernery's Course Ckym . 
(ed. 2) 79 The Depart, or parting of Metals, is when a Dis- 
solvent quits the Metal it had dissolved to betake itself unto 
another. 1704 J. Harris Lex. Teckn, s.v., A certain Opera- 
tion jn Chymistry is called the Depart, because the Particles 
of Silver are made by it to depart from Gold when they were 
before melted' together, " 1751' Chambers Cycl., Depart, 
a method of refining, or separating gold' from silver by means 
of aqua fortis. . . if you again filtrate this Water, 'and pour .on 
it the liquor of fixed nitre, you will have another depart, the 
calamine precipitating to 'the bottom, 

t Bepa rtaMe, -ifele, a. Obs . [a. OF. de- 
partable (13- 14th c. in Godef,), f. depart- ir vb. : 
see -B Ll. The form in -ible follows L. analogy : 
cf. L. partibilis from partiri.) 

1 . That may be parted or separated ; separable, 

1377 Langl, P. PL B. xvn. 26 pe Trxnite, Thre persones in 

parceiles departable fro other, And alle fire but o god. 
c 2449 Pecock Repr hi. ii. 28a Ri^t of vee is dyueivand 
departable fro the rigt of lordschip. 1450^x530 Myrr. our 
.. Ladye 204 Yf eny of them were departable from other. , 

2 . That may be, or is to be, divided or distri- 
buted ; divisible. 

[2292 Britton hi. viii, '§ 4 Qe le heretage soit departable 
entre touz les enfauntz.] 1483 Cath. Angi. 96 Departiabylle, 
diuisibilis. 1535 Act 27 Hen, VIII, c 26'' § 35 Landes, .to 
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be departed and departable amonges issues and heires males. 
1574 tr. Littleton's Tenures 139 b, The whiche tenementes be 
departable among the brethren. 1741 T. Robinson Gavel- 
kind ii. 26 They had always been departible. 

t Depa*rtal. Obs. rare . [f. Depart v. + -al, 
after arrival l\ Departure. 

1823 Galt Entail I. xi. 82 When my father took his 
departal to a better world. 1836 — in Tail's Mag. III. 
393 Speaking of my departal from Glasgow. 

t I?epa*rtance. Obs . [a. OF. deparlance, f, 
depart ~ir : see -ance.] Departure, 

1579 With Sr Inv. N. C. (Surtees) 15 , 1 will, that after the 
departence of this mortal liff. .my bodie be buried. 1592 
Wyrley Armorie 61, I license craue for this departaunce. 

+ Depa’rte. In phrase lay a departe (? error) 
for lay aparie, lay aside. 

£*489 Caxton Blanchardyn iii. 17 AH rewthis layde a 
departe, as well for his fader as for his modre. 

Departed (dipa*Jted), ppl. a . [f. Depart v. 

4- -ED 1] 

+ 1 . Divided into parts, etc. : see Depart v. i, 2. 
c 1386 Chaucer Pars. T. p 898 < H.) Eytherthay forletin her 
confessours al utterly, or ellis thay departen here schrifte 
in divers places ; but sothely such departed schrifte hath no 
mercy of God. 1463 Bury Wills (1850I 36, I beqwethe.. 
a doubyl ryng departyd of gold, with a ruby and a turkeys. 
+ 2 . Separated, parted ; severed from the main 
tody, schismatic, apostate ; in Her. separated by 
a dividing line (cf. Party al). Obs. 

1439 C’tess Warwick in E.E. Wills (iZSi) 117 A Skochen 
of myn Armes departyd with my lordys. c 1511 1st Eng-. 
Bk. Amer. (Arb.) Introd. 31/1 These ketters. .is departed of 
the holy Romes chyrche. 1633 Earl Manch. A l Mondo 
<1636) 14 If wee consider Death aright. It is but a departed 
breath from dead earth. 

3. That has departed or gone away; past, bygone. 

1552 Huloet, Departed, dissitus, prceteritus. 1845 J. 

Saunders Cabinet Pictures 20 Antiquity and departed 
greatness. 

4. spec. That has departed this life ; deceased. 

1503-4 Act 19 Hen. VII , c. 25 Pream., Lyfe [is] as un- 

certayne to such as survyve as to them now departed. 1599 
R. Jonson Ev. Man out of Hum. v. iv, Shedding funereal 
fears over his departed dog, 17x2 Addison Sped. No. 419 
T 1 Magicians, Demons, and departed Spirits. 1863 Faw- 
cett Pol. Econ. hi. ii. 31 1 The works of a departed artist, 
b. In this sense often used absolutely, the departed 
{sing, and pi.) : cf. deceased. 

1722 Wollaston Relig.Nat. ix. 208 The seats and circum- 
stances of the departed, 1794 Mrs. Radcliffe Myst. 
Vdolpko ii, A prayer for the soul of the departed. 1875 
Manning Mission H. Ghost ix. 249 The Catholic Church. . 
cherishes with loving memory all her departed. 1887 Bowen 
A Eneid vi. 220 The departed is placed on the funeral bed. 

Departer 1 (dfpautai). [f. Depart v. + -er * : 
probably a. OF. departeur (nom. case orig. de- 
parture, obj. departeor ), f. djpariir to Depart.] 
f 1. A divider, distributor ; discern er. Obs. 

1382 Wyclif Luke xii. 14 A! man, who ordeynede me 
domesman, ether departer, on 30U? — Heir. iv. 12 The 
word of God is. .departer or demer of thoujtis and in ten - 
ciouns of hertis. 0x400 A pot. Loll. 61 He is not ordeind 
juge ne departar vp on men. 

2. Old Chem. One who separates a metal from 
an alloy ; a refiner of gold or silver. Cf. Paster. 

1656 Blount Glossogr. s.v. Finour , Finours of Gold and 
Silver . . A[ct] 4 H[en.] 7. ca. 2. They be also called 
Parters in the same place ; sometimes Departers. 

3. One who separates or secedes from a body or 
cause ; a seceder. (Now merged in sense 4 .) 

1586 Ferne Blaz. Gentrie 311 A departer from his Cap- 
taynes Banner. 1820 Examiner No. 652. 644/1 I>ady 
Charlotte Lindsay, another of the departers. x86o Pusey 
Min . Proph. 61 They are all departers, i.e. .. before they 
were cast out visibly in the body, they departed in mind. 

4. One who departs or goes away. 

1673 O. Walker Education 223 The Patron leaveth the 
rest and accompanieth the departer. X705 Col. Pec. Penn- 
ey Iv. II. 231 An, Act about Departers out of this Province. 
*747 Franklin Ess. Wks. 1840 III. 13 The hurry and dis- 
order of departers, carrying away their effects. 

t Depa*rter 2 . Law. Obs. [subst use of AF. 
departer (Britton ill. iv. 25 ) = OF. depariir pres, 
inf. to depart, departing.] — Departure 6 . 

X628 Coke On Litt. 139 a, A departer in despight of the 
Court... when the Tenant or Defendant after appearance., 
makes departure in despight of the Court . . It is called 
a retraxit . 1751 Chambers Cycl., Departure or Departer , 
in law, a term properly applied to a person, who first plead- 
ing one thing in bar of an action, and that being replied to, 
he waves it, and insists on something different. 

Departible, var. form of Departable a. Obs. 
Departing, vbl, sb. [f. Depart v, + -ing 1 ,] 
The action of the verb Depart, in various senses. 
+ 1. Division (in various senses); distribution, 
sharing. Obs. 

a 1340 Hampole Psalter cxxxv. 13 He departyd Jpe redd 
see in departynges. c 1380 Wyclif Wks. (1880) 81 In de- 
partyng of meritis to whom ]?at hem likij?, 1382 — 1 Cor. 
xii. 6 Departingis of worchingis. X398 Trevisa Barth. De 
P. R. xv. xlvi. (1495) 504 Dalmacia is a prouynce of Grece 
by olde departynge of londe^ C1449 Pecock Repr. 407 
In summe cuntreis the departing was mad otherwise ana 
into iij parties, c *450 Merlin 236 Ech man toke at his 
wille of that hym liked, and made noon other departynge. 
x$x$ Douglas AEneis vt. Frol, 90 The sted of fell turmentis, 
With seir departingis. 1599 Hakluyt Voy. II. 1. 93 In de- 
parting of the bootie. 
t 2. Separation. Obs. or arch, 
c 1300 K. A Us. 912 And makith mony departyng Bytweone 
knyght and his swetyng. c 1340 Cursor M. 895 (Fairf.)Fra 
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}>is day sal departynge he for-soJ> betwlx wommon and }?e. 
c 1400 Apol. Loll. 72 Be ware of making of mariagis, & of 
diuorsis or departingis. 1530 Palsgr. 2x3/1 Departynge 
of man and wyfe, repudiation , diuorse. 2593 Shaks. 3 
Hen. VI, ii. vi. 43 A deadly grone like life and deaths de- 
parting. 2852-5 M. Arnold Poems , Faded Leaves , At this 
bitter departing. 

t b. concr. Place of separation ; division, boun- 
dary. Obs. 

1460-70 Bk. Quintessence 5 And J>at erj?ely watir wole first 
come out |>at is in he necke, and so til it be come out vnto 
he departinge bitwixe it and J?e quinte essence. 

3 . The action of leaving, taking one’s leave or 
going away ; departure. (In early use * leaving 
each other, separation’, as in 2. Now rare or 
Obs . ; replaced by Departure.) 

a 1225 Ancr. R. 250 pis was his driwerie pet he bileauede 
and 3ef ham in his departunge. 1340 Hampole Pr. Consc. 
6x13 pe day of departyng fra God away, c 1386 Chaucer 
Man of Law's T. 162 The day is come of hire departyng. 
3481-90 Howard Househ. Bks. (Roxb.) 186 At my Lordes 
departynge from London, c 1500 Three Kings Sons 73 Athis, 
my frende, the tyme is come now of oure departyng. 1644 
Milton Judgm. Bncer (1851) 335 Not., the mis-beleeving 
of him who departs, but the departing of him who mis- 
beleevs. 

fb. = Departure 2 b; decease, death. Obs. 
1388 Wyclif 2 Tim. iv. 6 The tyme of my departyng is 
n Y3* *535 Stewart Cron. Scot. II. 486 How King Donald 
was crownit . . and of his worthie Deidis . . and his Depart- 
ing. 1633 Bp. Hall Medit.f Vows , Passing Bell ( 1851) 87 
It calls us . . to our preparation, for our own departing. 

attril. a 16x8 Raleigh Rem. (1664) If you were laid 
upon your departing bed. 

■f c * Jf Departure from a given state or course ; 
falling away; secession, desertion, apostasy. 

X526 T1NDALE2 These, ii. 3 Except there come a depart- 
ynge fyrst. X594 T. B. L a Prirnaud. Fr. A cad. 11. 563 The 
departing and declining of the soule. 
f 4 . Departing with : parting with, giving up. 
1529 Wolsey in Ellis Orig. Lett. Ser. 1. II. xx Of the 
frankke departyng with of all that I had in thys world. 

Bepa*rbing, ppl- a. [f. Depart v. + -ing 2 .] 
That departs, goes away, or takes leave ; parting ; 
Jig. vanishing (often with reference to sense b). 

1751 Johnson Rambler No. 187 T 3 She stood awhile to 
gaze upon the departing vessel. 1855 Macaulay Hist. Eng. 
III. 57 The opposite streams of entering and departing 
courtiers. 1875 Jowett Plato (ed. 2) III. 155 Reflecting 
the departing glory of Hellas. x8. . Thring Hymn ‘ The 
Radiant morn The shadows of departing day. 
b. Dying. 

1603 Knolles Hist, Twr&r (1638) 331 It is the only sacrifice 
that my old departing ghost desireth of thee. 1633 Bp. Hall 
Medit. 4* Vows , Passing-bell (1851) 87 It calls us . . to our 
prayers, for the departing soul. 1848 Macaulay Hist. Eng. 
II. 183 While the prayer for the departing was read at his 
bedside. 

f Depa-rtingly, adv. Obs. rare. [f. prec. + 
-LY 2 ] In a divided manner ; separately. 

1388 Wyclif Hum. x. 7 Symple cry of trumpis schal he, 
and thei schulen not soune departyngli [1382 not stownd- 
meel ; Vulg. non concise ululabuut J. 

t Bepa*rtising, vbl . sb. Sc. Obs. f? from a 
vb. departise (cf. OF. departissement, departisseur ), 
or ? corruption of departison .] Partition. 

1478 Act. Audit. 86 (Jam.) The said breve ofdepertising of 
the said half landis of Blith. 1480 Act. Dom. Cone. 66 (ibid.) 
The divisioune & departising made, .the xx day of Julij. 

t Depa'rtison* Obs . In 5 -ysoun, -own, -on, 
-isonne ; also 5-6 departson. [a. OF. departison , 
f. diparter , after partison :—L. partilidn-em, n. of 
action from partlre to divide.] Earlier form of 
Departition. 

1. Division into parts ; distribution, partition. 

1444 Pol. Poems (Rolls) II. 217 Make a departysoun Of 

ther tresours to folk in indigence, c 1450 Mirour Saluacioun 
4176^ And taken hire half his kyngdome be twypart de- 
partisonne. 

2 . Separation. 

c 1440 Lydg. Secrees 29 Thou must first Conceyven . . un- 
kouth divysion, Watir from Eyr by a dysseuerance, And 
flfyr from Eyr by a departyson. 

3 . Departure ; transj decease. 

c 1450 Lonelich Grail xlxii. 423 Aftyr here deth and de- 
partysown. c 1475 Partenay 104 At ther departson had 
thay gret dolour. 

+ Departition (dfpaitijbn). Obs. Also 5 
-ycyon, -isyon, 6 -ysion, -ieion. [n. of action 
f. Depart v., on L. analogies: cf. L. partitio, 
dispertitio , f. partlre, disperttre. The earlier form, 
from OF., was Departison, of which this may be 
considered an adaptation to the Latin type.] 

1 . Distribution, partition; —prec. I. 

tc 1530 in Pol. R el. <§■ L. Poems (1866 ) 33 Peraventure thei 
seke departysion of ther heritage. 

2 . Separation; severance. 

c 1400 Test. Love hi. (1560) 294/r The same law that 
joyneth by wedlocke . . yeveth libel of departicion bycause 
of devorse. 1430 Lydg. Chron. Troy 111. xxv, Now hast thou 
made a departisyon Of vs that were by hole affection Yknyt 
in one, 1470-85 Malory Arthur x hi. vii, Hit shall greue 
me ryghte sore the departycyon of this felauship. 

3 . Departure. 

1470-85 Malory Arthur ix. xxxvi, Ye putte vpon me that 
I shold ben cause of his departycyon. 

Departitor (dfpaitort^i). rare. [Agent-n. 
from Depart v. with L. suffix: cf. L. partitor, 
disperfitor . ] One who divides or distributes. 


2884 J. Payne xooi Nights IX. 138, I called in a depar- 
titor from the Cadi’s Court and he divided amongst us the 
money. 

Departizanize: see De- II. 1 . 

Department (dz'pautment), sb. Also 5 de- 
partement. [ME. a. F. dipartement (12th c. in 
Hatzf.) = Pr. departe departiment , It. diparte- 
mento , a Romanic deriv. of departire , F. dipartir : 
see Depart v. and -ment. 

The senses in I from OF, were apparently obsolete before 
those in II were introduced from modern French.] 
f I. The action of departing. Obs. 
d*l. == Departure, in various senses : a. separa- 
tion ; b. going away, leave-taking, withdrawal : 
e. decease. 

c 1450 Mirour Sahtacioun 1890 Yt we come to thi joys 
with out departement. c 1477 Caxton jfason 65 Alas Jason 
. . prolonge ye and tarye your departement c 1500 Melusme 
97 Thannehe toke leue of them and they were sorowfull of 
theire departement. 1572 Lament. Lady Scotland in Sc. 
Poems i6fh C. II. 250 Befoir her last department. 1586 

A. Day Eng. Secretary (1625) 87 By meanes whereof grew 
this . . unkinde department betweene us. 1624 Wotton 
Archit. (1672) 6x Our Sight is not well contented with those 
sudden departments from one extream to another, a 1677 
Barrow Wks. (1686,1 II. 382 The seperation, department and 
absence of the soul from the body. 

f 2 . Division, partition, distribution. Obs. 

1677 Gale Crt. Gentiles iv. x8 Making the distributions 
and departments of his rayes. 

II. 3. ' Separate allotment; province or busi- 
ness assigned to a particular person * (J.); hence in 
wider application : A separate division or part of a 
complex whole or organized system, esp. of activi- 
ties or studies ; a branch, province. 

[Johnson, 1755, calls it ‘ a French term ',] 
a 1735 Arbuthnot (J.), The Roman fleets . . had their 
several stations and departments. 1764 Foote Patron n. 
Wks. 1799 I. 349 The highest pitch of perfection in every 
department of writing but one — the dramatic. 1832 G. 
Downes Lett. Con:. Countries I. 528 Among the professors 
. . Messrs. Gautier and Picot, whose departments are severally 
astronomy and history. 1856 Sir B. Brodie Psychol. Inq. 
I. v. 373 Hitherto . . little progress has been made in this 
department of knowledge. 1883 Nature 17 May 56 To judge 
. .whether the co-operation of scientific men would haveren- 
dered the English department more instructive than it is. 

b. spec. One of the separate divisions or branches 
of state or municipal administration. 

In the U. S. the word is used in the titles of the great 
branches of administration, of which there are eight, the 
Departments {Dept si) of State (orig. Foreign A fairs). 
War, Treasury, Navy, Post-office, Justice, Interior , and 
Agriculture. The Dept, of Labour is subordinate to that 
of the Interior. 

In Great Britain, the great departments of State are not so 
named titularly, hut the word is used in naming subdivisions 
or branches of these, e. g. the Factory Dept., and Prisons 
Dept, of the Home Office, and for certain other branches of 
administration as the Paymaster Generals Dept., Science 
and Art Dept., Exchequer and Audit Dept., etc. ; also in 
the Gas , Water, Electric Lighting , Tramways , and other 
Departments of a municipal Corporation. 

1769 Junius Lett. i. 3 Only mark how the principal de- 
partments of the State are bestowed. 1791 Washington 
Writ (3892) XII. 81 Statements from The proper depart- 
ment [of the United States] will apprize you of the exact 
result. 1863 H. Cox Instil . Pref. 7 A general account of 
the British Government, of the powers and practice^ of its 
several departments. Ibid. m. vii. 696 The regulation of 
other departments subordinate to the Treasury. 1890 M. 
Townsend XJ. S. 274 The Department of State was esta- 
blished by Act of Congress July 27, 3789, which act deno- 
minated it as the Department of Foreign Affairs. 1892 A. 

B. Hart Form, of Union 144 In establishing the Treasury 
Department a strong effort was made to create a Secretary 
of the Treasury as an agent of Congress. 

4. One of the districts into which France is divided 
for administrative purposes, and which were sub- 
stituted for the old provinces in 1790 . Also ap- 
plied to administrative divisions in some other 
countries. 

1792 Explan. New Terms in. Ann. Reg. p. xv. Depart- 
ments, the general divisions of France. 1793 Objections to 
War Examined 15 Its States broken up ana converted into 
French Departments. 1841 W. Spalding Italy f It. Isl. 
III. 383 Corsica., is still a province of that kingdom 
[France], It forms a department, called by its own name. 
1859 Jephson Brittany xvi. 253 Situated on the confluence 
of the He and the Vilaine, from whence the modern depart- 
ment derives its name. 

b. A part, portion, section, region, rare. 

1832 Ht. Martineau Dcmerara i. a In the richest regions 
of this department of the globe. 

Department, v. nonce- wd. [f. prec. sb.] 
trans. To divide into departments, or branches. 

1885 Miss Braddon Wyllards Weird III. 261 Everything 
was to be classified, departmented. Organisation was to be 
the leading note. 

Departmental (dzpaitme*ntal), a. [ad. mod. 
F, dipartemental 1 see prec. sb. and -al.] 

I. Of or pertaining to a French Department. 

1791 Mackintosh Vind, Gallic at Wks, 1846 III. 331^ The 
series of three elections was still preserved for the choice of 
Departmental Administrators. 1862 Eraser's Mag. July 
328 The municipal and departmental archives and public 
libraries in France. ■ . ; ■■ ■■ . - „ 

b. gen. Of or pertaining to a particular district 
or region. 

1883 E. Clodd in Knowledge 35 June 352/2 Indra .. god 
of the bright sky . . a departmental or tribal deity. 


DEPARTURE. 


2. Of or pertaining to a department or branch of 
government, or of any organized system. 

1833 Southey in Q. Rev. XLVIII, 256 It has found an 
active auxiliary in the departmental process. 1854 Times, 
Let War CorrespL 3t Mar., Needless departmental eti- 
quette. 1883 American VII. 65 The new Commissioner of 
Internal Revenue in his first departmental report to the 
Secretary of the Treasury. 

Hence Departmentally adv. ; also Departmen- 
talism, attachment to departmental methods; 
Departure mtalize v., to divide into departments; 
Departmemtaliza*tion. 

1846 R. Ford Gatherings fr. Spain 31 It was found to he 
no easy matter to carry departmentalization.^ 1878 Fraser's 
Mag. XVIII. 636 We have, .been, geographically speaking, 
in the Jura, though departmentally in the Doubs. 1886 
Pall Mall G. x Jan, 4/1 The . . crippling diseases of official 
red tape and departmentalism. 

Departson, var. Departison, Ohs., departure. 
Departure {dJjpa’itiui). [a. OF. *dcparidire, 
desparieilre :—late L. type *dispartitura , f. dispar* 
lire , F. depart-ir to Depart : see -ure.] 

■f 1. Separation, severance, parting. Obs. 

а. 1533 Ld. Berners Huon clxii. 631 , 1 shall make a depar- 
ture of your two loues. 1350 Scot in Strype Ann. Ref. I. 
App. vii, The departure of Gascoygne, 1381 Lambarde 
Eiren. it. vii. (1588)201 Controversies, betweene masters and 
servants, touching their departure. 1643 Milton Divorce 
viii. (1851) 40 Much more can no other remedie or retire- 
ment be found but absolute departure. 

j b. concr. A boundary separating two regions ; 
a separation, division. Ohs. 

1523 Ld. Berners Froiss. I. cccxxiv. 505 By the ryuer of 
Aude, the whiche was the departure of bothe realmes. 

f c. Old Chem. Separation, of a metal from an 
alloy or a solution. Ohs. 

*727-51 Chambers CycL s. v. Depart , If the aqua fortis, 
having quitted the silver, and being united with the copper, 
be then filtrated, it is called aqua secunda ; in which if you 
steep an iron plate some hours, you will have another de- 
parture ; for the menstruum, will let go the copper, and prey 
on the iron. 

f d. Departure with : parting with, giving up. 
(Cf. Departing vbl. sb. 4 ) 

4x1563 G. Cavendish Wolseyi 1893) 177 A bare andsymple 
departure with another's right. 

2 . The action of departing or going away. 

<21533 Ld. Berners Htton Ixxxv. 268 After his departure 

Kynge Charlemayn made redy his company. 1611 Shaks. 
IVint. T. m. ii, 78 You knew of his departure, as you know 
What you haue vnderta’ne to doe in's absence. 1667 Milton 
P. L . xi, 303 Departure from this happy place. 1875 Jowett 
Plato led. 2) I. 375 The hour of departure has arrived. 

b. The action of departing this life ; decease, 
death. Ohs. or arch. 

1558 Bury Wills (1850) 150 All theise .. things to him 
before bequeathed to be delyvered to him . . wrin a quarter 
of one yeare after my departure. i6ix Bible 2 Tim. iv. 6 
The time of my departure is at hand. 1753 Johnson 
Rambler No. 2037* 7 The loss of our friends.. impresses. . 
upon us the necessity of our own departure. 1821 Mad. 
D’Arblay Lett Nov., 1 had thought him dead, having 
heard . . a report that asserted his departure. 

3. trails/, and Jig. Withdrawal, divergence, de- 
viation (from a path, course, standard, etc.). 

a 1694 J’illotson f J.), The fear of the Lord, and departure 
from evil. 1705 C. Purshall Meek. Macrocosm 122 Their 
..Departure North, and South, are sometimes Greater, and 
sometimes Less, than that of the Sun. 2783 Priestley 
Corrupt. Chr.l . Pref. 15 , 1 have not. .taken notice of every 
departure from the original standard. 2833 Examiner 261/2 
Every departu re^from truth is a blemish. 2875 Maine Hist. 
Inst. ii. 52 Partial and local departures from the Brehon 
Law were common all over Ancient Ireland. 

_ 4. The action of setting out or starting on a 
journey ; spec, the starting of a railway train from 
a station. Also attrib. (Opposed to arrival.) 

1540 St at. 32 Ben, VIII, c, 14 [They] intende to make . . 
their departur from the said porte . . as soone as wynde and 
wether wyl serue. 1508 Hakluyt Voy. I. 421 (R.) At their 
departure was shot off all the ordinance of the ship. 1776 
Gibbon Decl.fy F. i. (1838) 1. 17 Whenever the trumpet gave 
the signal of departure. 1871 Morley Voltaire (1886) 101 
The period of twenty years between Voltaire's departure 
from England and his departure for Berlin. 1887 W. E, 
Norris Major ^ Minor II. 138 Miss Huntley was standing 
on the departure side of the httle Kingscliff station. Mod. 
The Booking Office is open 25 minutes before the departure 
of each train. 

5- jig* The starting or setting out on a course of 
action or thought. New departure : a fresh start ; 
the beginning of a new course of procedure ; cf. 7 b. 

2839 Calhoun Wks. (1874) III. 399 My aim is fixed, to 
take a fresh start, a new departure on the States Rights 
Republican tack. 1876 Gladstone Homeric Synchr. 9 To 
begin by stating ray point of departure. 1883 Chalmers & 
Hough Bankruptcy Act Introd.9 The present Act makes a 
fresh departure m bankruptcy legislation. 

б . Law. a. A deviation in pleading from the 
ground taken by the same party in an antecedent 
plea, f b. Departure in despite of the court : see 
quot 1641 (obs.). 

*54? Act 2-3 Edw. VI, c. 2 §6 The Justices . .shall .. de- 
termine ..the saidOffences concerning every such Departure. 
2628 Coke On Lift. 304 b, A departure in pleading is said 
to be when the second Plea containeth matter not pursuant 
to his former. 1641 Termes de la Ley nob, Departure 
from a plee or matter. Ibid,, Departure in despight of the 
Court, is when the^ Tenant or Defendant appeareth to the 
action brought against him, &..is called after, .in the same 
term, if he do not appeare, but make default, it is a depar- 
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ture in despight of the Court, and therefore he shall be con- 
demned. ; • 

1 . Navigation . a. The distance (reckoned in 
nautical miles) by which a ship in sailing departs 
or moves east or west from a given meridian ; 
change oflongitude. (Abbreviated^.) b. The 
bearing of an ! object on the eoast, taken at the 
commencement of a voyage, from, which the dead 
reckoning begins. 

3669 Sturmy Mariner's Mag. bk. iv. 258 Retain the ob- 
served Difference of Latitude .. and thereby find the 
Departure from the Meridian. 2699 Hacke Coll. Voy. 

I. 42 Next day we took a new Departure from thence 
[Isle of Ascension]. 2820 J. H. Rioow.Pract. A avigator 
52 Easting or westing, in Plane Sailing, is called Departure 
or Meridian Distance. Ibid. 66 Suppose a ship takesher 
departure from the Lizard. 1837 Fenny CycL V 1 1 1 . 42 4 The 
number of miles in the course multiplied by the sine of the 
angle which it makes with the meridian gives the departure 
in miles. 1884 Encyel. Brit. XVII. 270 When clear of the 
harbor, .a bearing is taken of one known object and the dis- 
tance estimated., the result, .is entered in the log-book with 
the exact time. This is called the departure (i. e. from the 
land). 

Hence (iionce-wds.) Departurism, Depa'rturist, 
in the expressions new departurism , new depar- 
turist , the principle, or the advocate, of a ‘new 
departure * in any movement or course of action. 

1887 J. E. Dwinell Side Lights 20/2 The argument for 
the presence of New Departurism. 2887 G. W. Veditz in 
A mer. Annals of Deaf July 163, I did not mean him, but 
only the new departures, ROssler, Arnold. 

Depascent (dipse'sent), a. ^ rare. [ad. L. 
depdsccnt-em, pr. pple. of depdscere, depdsci, to eat 
down, consume, waste.] Consuming. 

2651 Biggs New Disp. f 295 By the vigour of the di- 
gestible, esurine, and depascent ferment.^ 1727 Bailey vol. 

II. Depascent , feeding greedily. 2755 in Johnson. 1822 
Goo DStud. Med. x 2834) II. 430 American Yaws-— Depascent; 
and destroying progressively both muscle and bone. 

Depass (d/pers), v. rare. [a. F. ddpasser , in 
OF. desp-, f. d&, des - (see Dis-) A passer to Pass.] 
f a. intr. Togo, pass away, depart. Obs. b. traits. 
To pass beyond. 

1559 in Burgh Rec. Peebles 5 May (Jam. Supp.\ The 
soj arris, .to depas incontinent of the toune. 1886 Blackzo. 
Mag, CXL. 505 Having depassed the height of 1800 metres 
. .above which fir-trees do not thrive. 

+ Depa'Stion, Obs. rare. [ad. L. depdstion-em 
eating down, feeding of cattle, n. of action from L. 
depdscere : see Depascent.] Consumption. 

2658 Bp. Reynolds Lord’s Supper xvii, A wasting depas- 
tiou and decay of Nature. Ibid, xviii, That continual 
depastion of his radical moysture by vital heat. 

f Depa*sfcor. Obs. nonce-wd. [agent-noun from 
L. depdscere (see Depascent), after pastor .] Oi le 
who feeds upon, eats away, or consumes. 

1583 Stubbes Anat. Abus. 11. (1882) 91 The wicked Hues 
of their pastors (or rather depastors). Ibid. 95 No more is 
he a good pastor or minister, but rather a depastor and 
minisher. 

Depasturage (dzpcustiured#). [f. Depasture 
v. + -age.] a. The eating down of pasture by 
grazing animals, b. Right of pasture. 

1765 Projects in Ann. Reg. 1 44/1 The plants were all in a 
condition for depasturage. 1797 Burn Eccl. Law (ed. 6) 

III. 477 The value or usual price of the depasturage of such 
beasts per week upon such eddish or after-grass. 2807 Van- 
couver Agric. Devon (1813) 218 The inhabitants . .have the 
right of a free depasturage for their sheep upon the moor. 
2875 J. F isher Landholding in Eng., The profitwhich arose 
from sheep-farming led to the depasturage of the land. 

Depasture (dJpcrstiui), v. [f. De- I. i + 
Pasture v. ; cf., for sense, OF. depaistre (Cotgr. 
desp-), ad. L. depdscere to eat down, consume.] 

1. tram. Of cattle: To consume the produce of 
(land) by grazing upon it ; to use for pasturage. 

2596 S denser State /ret. Wks. (Globe ed.) 630/1 To keepe 
theyr cattell . .pasturing upon the mountayn. .and removing 
still to fresh land, as they have depastured the former. 
a 2796 Vancouver in A. Young Ess. Agric. (1813) lb 284 
The sheep and cow cattle, with which the primest of the 
grass lands through the county are generally depastured. 
2799 J. Robertson Agric. Perth 303 The cows are fed in 
summer on cut clover, without allowing them to depasture 
it. 1858 Carlyle Fredk. Gt. (1865) IX. vu, in. 264 Clayey 
country, dirty-greenish, as if depastured partly by geese. 

transf. $ jig. 2620 G. Fletcher Christ's Vict.xl, Nor 
Hibla, though his thyme depastured, As fast againe with 
honie blossomed. 1864 Sat. Rev. XVIII. 381/1 If Austria 
is forced to depasture the land with hordes of soldiery. 

2. intr. To graze. 

2586 Wills <5* Inv. N. C. it, Surtees (i860) 131 My cattell 
shall remayne and depasture, uppon my groundes . .as they 
are at this instante. 2628 Coke On Litt. 96 a, To sheere 
all the sheep depasturing within the manor. 2785 Paley 
Mor. Philos. (1818) 1 . 114 Whilst his flocks depastured upon 
a neighbouring hilL 1840 Jrnl. R. Agric. Soc. I. in. 263 
Over this vast open field, .no cattle can depasture. 

Jig. 1600 Fairfax Tasso xm. lxxix. 250 The bait and food. 
Whereon his strange disease depastred long. 

3. trans. To put (cattle) to graze ; to pasture or 
feed (cattle). 

*713 Derham Phys, Tlieol. v. i. 307 Depasturing their 
Cartel in the Desarts and uncultivated World. 2809 Nat. 
Hist, in Ann. Reg. 799/2 The country on which the sheep 
are depastured . . is set out into divisions. 1844 Williams 
Real Prop. (1877) 324 A right of depasturing cattle on the 
land of another. 

Jig. 2859 I. Taylor Logic in Theol. 240 The human spirit 
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. .depasturing itself in the fat levels of the Greek literature; 
1865 Alex, Smith Summ. Skye II. 147 We could pleasantly 
depasture, our eyes on the cultivated ground. 

4. Of land : To furnish pasturage to (cattle). 

1805 Luccock Nat. Wool 196 This part of the county .. 
now., depastures flocks in whose frame and fleece are visible 
some strong symptoms of a more fashionable breed. ^ 1S44 
Port Phillip (Austral.) Patriot 22 July 3/6 The run will de- 
pasture about 4000 sheep. 

Hence Depastured ppl a. ; Depasturing* vbl. 
sb. and ppl. a. ; also Depa sturable a., capable of 
being de pastured ; Depastura-tiou, Depasture sb. t 
depasturing. 

1794 Gisborne Walks Fores / v. (1796) 85 The bare worn 
track, and close-depastured plain. 2807 Vancouver Agric . 
Devon (1813) 282 The depasturable parts of the forest. 1823 
Surtees Durham III. 239 note, Bees were of so much im- 
portance that, .the depasturing of bees was one article of a 
solemn concordat between two religious houses. 1841 jrnl. 
R. Agric. Soc. II. 11. 216 It [the winter tarel is sometimes 
resorted to for depasturation in the spring. 2846 J. Baxter 
Libr. Pract, Agric. (ed. 4) I. 380 Mowing and depasturing 
are modes of cropping, comprehended in the term manage- 
ment of meadows. 1856 jrnl. A’. Agric. Soc. XVII. 1. 282, 
If you watch cows on depasture, you observe them select 
their own food, 2858 Carlyle Fredk. Gt. II. vn. Hi. 283 
This is memorable ground.. Httle as the idle tourists think, 
or the depasturing geese, who happen to be there. 

f Depa*triate, v- Obs. [f. De- 1 . 2 + L. pat via 
fatherland : cf. med.L. dispatriare in same sense.] 
intr. To leave or renounce one’s native country ; 
to expatriate oneself, 

<3:1688 Villiers (Dk. Buckhm.) Chances Wks. (1714) 154 
If they should hear so odious a thing of us, as that we 
should depatriate. a 1797 Mason Dean # Squire (R.)» 

A subject born in any state May, if he please, depatriate, 
t Depairper, V. Obs. [a. OF. depauperer, ad. 
L. depauperdre : see next ] == Depauperate v. 

2562 WinJet Cert . Tractates Wks. 1888 I. 8 The deyau- 
pering the tennentis be 5 our fewis, augmentationis and 
utheris exaction is. 1571 Sc. Acts Jas. VI (1814) 69 (Jam.) 
Ye' haue. .depaupereit the inhabitantis of the toun. 

Depauperate, ppl a* Also. 5 6 -at. [ad; 
L. depauperdt-us , pa. pple. of dtpauperdre : see 
next.] Made poor ; impoverished (obs. in general 
use) ; b. Dot., etc. * Depauperated. 

1460 CaRgrave Chron. 103 Alls tho that were depauperat 
and spoiled be his predecessoure. a 1572 Knox Hist. Ref. 
Wks. 1846 I. 404 The depauperat saulhs that this day dwell 
thairin. 1670 Lex Talionis 26 It loses much of its vivacity, 
and becomes depauperate and affect. 2863 A. Guay Lett, 
(1893)508 Inclosed are depauperate specimens [of the seeds]. 
2883 Syd. Soc. Lex.. Depauperate, impoverished; as if 
starved ; diminished m size for want of favourable condi- 
tions of nourishment, and such like. Also.. having no, or 
few, flowers. 

Depauperate (dipg-per^t), v. _ [f. ppl. stc m 
of med.L. depauperdre to impoverish, reduce to 
poverty, f. De- I. I + pauperdre to make poor, f. 
pauper poor.] trans. To render poor, to ini-, 
poverish ; to reduce in quality, vigour, or capacity. 

1623 Cockkram, Depauperate , to impouerish. 2647 Jkr. 
Taylor Dissuas. Popery ir. ir. § 7 To represent God in a 
carved stone, or a painted Table, does depauperate our 
understanding of God. 2668 Phil. Trans, 111. 891 The 
blood is now . . depauperated of the spirituous^ and finer 
particles. 1708 Molyneux ibid. XXVI. 59 Liming . . doth 
not so much Depauperate the Ground. 2752 Carte I list* 
Eng. III. 728 Bishops.. had made shameful depredations 
on the ohurch and depauperated many of the sees. 1886 
Ch. 'Times 5 Nov. 173/2 By depauperating the national creed* 
Hence Depairperating vbl. sb. and ppl. a. 

1770 Monthly Rev. 20 In this depauperating and attenu- 
ating course the patient, .persevered. 

Depairper ated, ppl. a. [f. prec. + 
Rendered poor, impoverished ; reduced or deterio- 
rated in quality, vigour, capacity, etc. 

2666 J. Smith Old Age 11752) 95 The best blood itself ,, be- 
comes weak and much depauperated. 1756 C. Lucas Ess. 
Waters II. 262 A languid, depauperated and broken state 
of the juices, 1870 C. B. Clarke in Macm. Mag . Nov. 48/2 
The feeble, the sickly, and the depauperated should be 
weeded out in the struggle for existence. 1881 Huxley in 
Nature XXIII. 61 1 The fish is left in that lean and de- 
pauperated state. 

b. Dot., etc. Stunted or degenerate from want 
of nutriment ; starved; imperfectly developed from 
any cause that produces results analogous to in- 
nutrition. 

2830 Lindley Nat. Syst. Bot. 275 Flowers hermaphrodite, 
surrounded by bract eas?, the outer of which are petaloid 
and herbaceous, the inner depauperated and coloured, *888 
A theneeum 1 Sept. 293/3 The rocks of this age present only 
a depauperated flora and fauna. 

Depauperation (dfp§:perj>‘*j 3n ) t [ad. med.L. 
depauperdtion-em, n. of action f; depauperdre to 
impoverish ; see Depauperate.] The process or 
condition of being depauperated ; impoverishment. 

2664 Baxter in Life $ Times 1. (16961 106, I fell into 
another fit of Bleeding, which * » after my former depauper- 
ation, did weaken me much. *750 Carte Hist . Eng. II. 
320 Getting the great seal put to blank charters, to the de- 
pauperation of the Crown. ■ : 2830 Bindley Nat. Syst. Bot. 
59 Flowers axillary, or in terminal spikes or racemes, in- 
consequence of the depauperation of the upper leaves. Ibid, 
233 A singular depauperation of the calyx . . in which that 
organ is reduced sometimes to a mere obsolete ring. 

Depauperize (drpo’peroiz), vd [f. De- 1. 1 
■f pauperize , after L. depauperdre ; see prec.] — 
Depauperate, Pauperize. 
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1873 Huxley Crit fy Addr. 206 This immense fauna of 
Miocene Arctogaea is shrunk and depauperized in North 
Asia. 

Hence Depauperiza tion, depauperation, pau- 
perization. 

1844 Lingard Anglo-Sax: Ch. (1858) I. vi. 218 heading , 
Depauperization of the Church. 1877 H. Woodward in 
Encycl. Brit.fi I. 656/1 After such extreme retrogression, 
the depauperization of certain parts and organs . . in the 
Anomoura is easily to be understood and admitted. 

De-pauperize (d*p§*pereiz), vf [f. De- II. i 
+ pauperize .] tram . To raise or free from pauper- 
ism ; to Dispauferize. 

1863 W. B. Jerrold Signals 0/ Distress 303 The hoys in 
this union will never be depauperized ; they have to mix 
with the men, most of whom are gaol-birds. 1883 19 ih Cent. 
May 909 The neglected children. .must be depauperised 
before they can be received into good and respectable 
homes. 

t Bepe, Obs. [OE. (Anglian) dipan— OFris. 
dApa, OS. dSpian (MDu. dbpen, Du. doopen , LG. 
dbpen, whence Sc. dopa. Da. dohe), OHG. toufen, 
touffan (i—toufjan, MHG. tbufen, toufen , Ger. 
taufen), Goth, daupjan , ' to baptize’ ; in MHG., 
MDu. (and Goth ,uf daupjan) with the wider sense 
1 to immerse, to dip ’ ; OTeut. *daupjan causal of 
*deupan , daup, dupan- to be deep, *deupoz, Goth. 
diups, deep. But in ME. this verb ran together 
with the cognate depe, Deep, OE. diepan , dypan, 
to make deep, to submerge.] 

1 . To immerse as a religious rite, to baptize. 

c 960 R uskw. Gosp. Matt. in. xi Ic eowic depu vet dyppe 
wsettre. Ibid. 13 paette he waere depid. Ibid. 14 Ic sceal 
fram be beon vet wesa deped vet fullwihted. c 1315 Shore- 
ham 11 Olepi me mot hym depe ine the water. 1340 Ayenb. 
107 Vor depe and cristni is al on. 

2 . To immerse, submerge, plunge deeply, dip. 
See also Deep v. 4. 

c 950 Lbniisf. Gosp . Matt xxvi. 23 Se $e depeS mec micS 
hond in disc. 1340 Ayenb. 83 Efterward he depp ine blod. • 
1395 Purvey Remonstr. (1851) 69 Othere bisshopis that ben 
not so depid in errour. 1565 T. Stapleton Forty. Faith. 34 
Protestants are now a days so deped in darckncs. [a 1608 
Sir F. Vere Comment. (1657) 34 The measure and time .. 
which they were to observe in the deeping of their oares.] 

Depe, obs. form of Deep a. and v. 
t Bepea'cll, sb. Obs . Also 6 depesche, 

depeeh, peache, 6-7 -peche. [a. F. dip fake, in 
OF. despeche , -esche (1495 in Godef.), f. dipecher : 
see next ] Dispatch : a. of messengers, messages ; 
b. of business, c. A message or messengers sent off. 

a. 153*8 Gardiner in Pocock Fee. Ref. I. 1 . 116 We 
differred the depech of this post. 1547 Privy Council Acts 
(1890) II. S3 At their late depeache over the sees. 1577-87 
Holinshed Chron, III. 918/1 Hauing his depeach, he tooke 
his leaue of the king at Richmond about noone. 1624 Brief 
Inform. A fairs Palatinate 34 The depeach and the instruc- 
tion of the said Embassade. 

b. 1568 North Gueuara's DiallPr. iv. 158 b, Shee onely 
did confirme al the prouisions & depeches of the affaires 
of the weale publike. a 1563 Cavendish IVolsey (1893) 
190 Resort to hyme for the depeche of the noblemens and 
others patents. 

C. 1552 in Strype F.ccl. Mem. II. 11. xi. 337 We send this 
Depeche, not by thorow Post from hence. 1568 Dk. Suffolk 
in H. Campbell Love Lett Mary Q . Scots App. (1824) 28 
Till . . they heard from the Quene their mistress by their next 
depeche. 

t Bepea'clh., V. Obs. Forms: 5 depesshe, 6 
-peche, -peech, -peache, 6-7 -pesche, -peach ; 
also Despeche q.v. [a. F. dtphher, in OF. de-, 
des -, pee elder, -pechier, - peeschier , - pcschier , etc. 
(1225 in Godef.), repr. alate L. type dis -( or de-ex-) 
pedicare, with the same radical as Impeach, F. 
empkher, L. impediedre. 

The OF, forms of deplcher are entirely parallel to those of 
empScher, OF. empeechier, which goes back through jhe re- 
corded early OF. empedecer , Pr. empedegar, to L. impedi- 
edre to catch, entangle (f. pedica fetter, snare for the feet), 
used in late L, and Romanic for L. impedire (Du Cange). 
Parallel to tins is *(deAexpedicare, for L. expedlre , to free 
the feet, disengage, send away, dispatch. But though Dis- 
patch (q.v.) is synonymous, it is not etymologically con- 
nected with depicher, depeach. 

(In i6-t7th c. the form depeche , - peach , was mostly English, 
depesche (nmtjfesche) Scotch.}] 
trans. To send away, get rid of, dispose of, 
finish off expeditiously ; to dispatch, 

1474 Caxton Chesse (i860) Aij, I dyde_ doo sette in en- 
prynte a certeyn nombre of theym, whiche anone were 
depesshed and solde. 1523 St Papers Hen. VIII , IV. 12, 
I . . haue this days by noone depeched hym with other letters. 
1527 in Strype Feel. Mem. I. App. xiv. 32 She said that our 
demand was reasonable and that we shold yeasort unto the 
Chancellor therfore who shold depeache it out off hand. 
1540-x Elyot Image Gov. (1549) 160 He de peached those 
deponentes for that time. 1556 Lauder Tractate 290 All 
sic 3e suld froroe 30W depesche, 1566 Painter Pal. Pleas. 
1. 36 The Senators depeached ambassadours m the King 
commaunding them to say nothing of Simocharis. a x6$z 
Calderwood Hist. Kirk (1842-6) III. 706 That the French 
Ambassador . . may be depesched. 1655 Diggrs Compl. 
Ambass. 301 This I do depeach, without knowledge of the 
Queens Majestie. 

b. rejl . To rid or disembarrass oneself of (any 
one). Also, to make haste, to use dispatch. 

1485 Caxton Chas. Gt 53 Depesshe the, or by the god on 
whorae I byleue, I shalle smyte the there as thou lyest. 1513 
Douglas Mneis 1. v, 28 Comment, Wks, 1874 II. 289 For 
his sone Glaucus followit Paris, he depechit him of him. 


Hence f Depea’ching vbl. sb. 

2540-1 Elyot I mag. Gov. (1549) 56 Where one man hath 
the depeachyng of many matters. 1552 Huloet, Depeach- 
yng, absolutio . 

[Depeetible, mispr.for DEPERTiBLE,in Johnson, 
copied by subseq. Diets : see List of Spurious Wds . j 
t Bepe*OTllate 9 v. Obs. [f. ppl. stem of L. 
depeculdrt to despoil, pillage, plunder, f. De- I. 1 
+ peculdri to embezzle, peculate.] trans. To 
plunder by peculation : said of public officials. 

<23641 Bp. Mountagu Acts <§• Mon. (1642) 3x9 He. . left 
Syria in his short Lieutenancy miserably exhausted and 
depeculated. 1648 C. Walker Hist. Independ . 1. 155 The 
Praetor of Sardinia being sentenced for depeculating and 
Robbing that Province. 

t Depecnla tion. Obs. [n. of action f. prec. : 
see -ATIOR.J Plunder by peculation [esp. by an 
official). 

1623 Cockeram, Depeculation, robbing of the common- 
wealth. 1651 Hobbes Leviath. n. xxvii. 160 Robbery and 
Depeculation of the Publique treasure, or Revenues. 1656 
in Blount Glossogr. 

Depe'ditate, v. nonce-wd. [f. L. pes, pedis 
foot, after decapitate .] trans. To deprive of one’s 
feet (or the use of them). 

1808 Satirist in Spir. Ptibl. frnls. (1809) XII. 328 Almost 
depeditated by the amicable contest with Thrale, in which 
we overleaped a Roman sellula. 

So Depedita*tion. [after decapitation .] Ampu- 
tation of a foot. 

a 1773 Johnson in Tour Hebrides 29 Aug., Dr. Johnson . . 
said, 4 George will rejoice at the depeditation of Foote and 
when I challenged that word, laughed, and owned he had 
made it. 

t Bepei’lict, depinct, V. [Intermediate forms 
between Depaint, depeint , and Depict : cf. OF. 
dcpeinct , var. dlpeint , and It. depint 0."] = Depict. 

1579 Spenser Sheph. Cal. Apr. 69 The Redd e rose medled 
with the White yfere, In either cheeke depeincten fiuely 
chere. 1590 •— F. Q. in. xi. 7 The winged boy in colours 
cleare Depeincted was. 1690 Lkybourn Curs. Math. 356 
Upon the Celestial Globe is depincted the several Constella- 
tions of the fixed Stars. 

Depeint, obs. form of Depaint v. 

Depeinten, pseudo-arch. f. depainted \ pa. pple. 
of Depaint. 

f Bepe’l, depell, V. Obs. [ad. L. depell-ere 
to drive out, cast down, f. De- I. 1, 2 + pell ere to 
drive.] trans. To drive away, dispel, expel. 

X533 Coverdale Treat. Lords Supper Wks. 1844 I. 449 
Who ought to be admitted, and who to he depelled. 1568 E. 
Tylney Fhnver of Friendship, All evill suspicions depelled, 
angers avoided. 1664 Power Exp. Philos. 11. 114 Water by 
its weight onely, and no innate Elatery, did depel the 
Succumbent Quicksilver in the Tube. 1788 Trifler'No. 24. 
324 The application .. will infallibly depell all his ills. 

Hence Depe'Hing vbl. sb. ; also Bepe'Her, one 
who or that which drives away ; a dispeller. 

1597 Middleton . Wisd. Solomon Par. vi. H ij a, The 
very thought of her is mischiefes barre, Depeller of misdeeds. 
1657 Tomlinson Renods Disp. 51 To the depelling of our 
distempers. 

t Bepencil, V. Obs. Also 7 depensil. [f. 
De- + Pencil v. : cf. depict , described] trans. To 
inscribe with a pencil or brush ; alsoj^f. to depict. 

1631 Weever Anc. Fun. Mon. 137 Vpon the forefront or 
some other places within these Abbeyes, this sentence is 
most commonly depensild, grauen, or painted. 1658 J. 
Coles Cleopatra , 7th Pt 39 If mine [my astonishment! was 
easie to he observed in my countenance, Adallas’s was no 
lesse depencilled out in his. 5708 E. Hatton Hew View 
Lond. II. 496/r But the Decalogue, etc. are not there de- 
pencil’d. 1766 Entick London IV. 287 The names . . are 
depencilled m gold letters. 

Depend (dzpemd), v. 1 [a. OF. depend-rt (12th 
c. in Hatzfi), f. De- Li+ pendre to hang, after L. 
dependere , f, De- I. 1 + pender e (intr.) to hang. 
(The F. pendre in form represents L. pendere 
trans., to hang, suspend.)] 

1 . intr. To hang down, be suspended. (Now 
chiefly in literary use.) 

<7x5x0 Barclay Mirr. Gd. Manners {x 570) Aij, An olde 
man., with bearde like bristles depending on his chin. 1579 
Spenser Sheph. Cal. Jan. 42 As on your boughes the ysicles 
depend. 1695 Blackmore Pr. Arth. ix. 373 Whence a deep 
Fring depends of S.lk and Gold. 17x1 Pope Temp. Fame 
144 And ever-living lamps depend in rows. 1753 Hogarth 
Anal. Beauty xi. 90 The drapery.. that depends from his 
shoulders. 1784 Cowper Task n. 430 With handkerchief 
in hand depending low. x88o Jefferies Gt Estate 146 The 
branches of the damsons depended so low. 
b. trans. To hang down. rare. 

1793 Southey Lett. (1856) I. 15 The mountain-ash. .De- 
pends its branches to the stream below. 

2 . intr. Jig. To hang itpon or from, as a result 
or consequence is contingently attached to its 
condition or cause ; to be contingent on or con- 
ditioned by. Const, on, upon (formerly of rarely 
from , to, in). Also absol. (elliptically) in colloquial 
use in that depends, Le. on circumstances, or on 
some circumstance not expressed. 

1413 Lydg. Pilgr. S ovule v. xiv. (1483) 108 The werk that 
he werketh depended! of fortune and not of hym X509 
Hawes Past Pleas, xvi. xiv, The vii. Scyences. .Eche upon 
other do full well depende. 1526 Pilgr. Perf. (W. de W. 
1531) 164 b, For in the loue of God & of our neyghbour. . 
dependeth all y® lawe Sc prophecyes. 1547-64 Bavldwin 


Mor. Philos. (Palfr.) m. ii, If rulers he negligent, & looke 
not to small things whereunto greater doe depend. 1632 
J. Hayward tr. Biondi's Eromena 153 Hee waited onely to 
receive her commands, whereon depended both his stay 
and departure, a 1645 Featly in Fulled $ Abel Rediv ., 
Remolds I. 482 Howsoever the spirituall power be more 
excellent and noble than the temporall, yet they both are 
from God, and neither dependeth of the other. X730 A. 
Gordon Maffei's Amphiih. 2 From a right understanding 
of this, depends the Knowledge of many Places in both 
sacred and profane Writers. 2754 Sherlock Disc. i 1759) I. 
iv. 141 This is a Matter depending on the Evidence of 
History. 1763 C. Johnston Reverie I. 236 Forming a reso- 
lution on his steadiness, in which depends the crisis of his, 
fate. 1847 Fitzgerald Lett. (1889.rI.jE8x, I may then 
go to Naseby for three days: hut this depends. 1848, 
Macaulay Hist. Eng. II. 252 Whether the bond should be 
enforced or not would depend on his subsequent conduct. 
1869 J. Martineau Ess. II. 46 The psychological laws on 
which moral phenomena depend. x886 J. R. Rees Pleas. 
Bk.-Worm i. 33 The value of a hook be it intrinsic or 
adventitious, .does not depend on its size. 

fb. Formerly sometimes meaning little more 
than: To hang together with, to be connected 
with, to pertain or be pertinent to. Obs. 

1525 Ld. Berners Froiss. II. ccii. [cxcviii. j 623 That.. ye 
may write it in your Cronicle, with many other hystories 
that depende to the same mater. 1581 Sidney Apol. Poetrie 
(Arb.) 21 The..beautie depended most of Poetrie. x6ox 
Holland Pliny II. 293 And therefore this myr present dis- 
course. .howsoeuerit is in nature different, yet it dependeth 
of the other. 

■fe. To follow or flow from, result from. Obs. 

*655 Culpepper Riverins x. vi. 295 A Dysentery . . w'th 
pairi and torment depending upon the ulceration of the 
Intestines. 

3. With on, upon (f of etc. : see 2 ) : To be con- 
nected with in a relation of subordination ; to belong 
to as something subordinate ; to be a dependant of. 

C1500 Melusine 333 Partenay, Merment, Vouant & al 
theire appurtenaunces . . with the Castel Eglon with al that 
therof dependeth. 1578 Banister Hist. Man 1. tg Those 
[ Vertebres] that are appertinent, or depend upon Os Sacrum, 
1639 Gentilis Servita's Inquis. (1676) 840 The Office of the 
Inquisition within these Dominions, doth not depend from 
the Court of Rome. ax66x Fuller Worthies (1840) II. 4x9 
Hereupon a story depends. 1710 Whitworth A cc. of Russia 
(1758) 48 They have no more freehold left, and their peasan ts 
: or subjects, now immediately depend upon the Czar’s officers. 
x8i8 Cruise Digest (ed. 2) V. xi An estate tail, and all the 
remainders over, and the reversion depending on it. 

•Jb. absol. To be dependent ; to have or take a 
position of dependence. Obs. rare. 

1673 Ess. Educ. Gehtlewom. 26 Maids that cannot subsist 
without depending, as Servants, may chuse their places. 

4. To rest entirely on, upon (f of) for mainten- 
ance, support, supply, or what is needed ; to have 
to rely upon ; to be a burden upon, to be sustained 
by ; to be dependent on. 

1548 Hall Chron. 151 b. The whole waight and burden of 
the realme, rested and depended upon him. 1632 J. Hay- ! 
ward tr. Biondi’s Eromena 151 The house not being any 
whit fortified, but depending altogether on the fortune of 
the walls below. 1691 T. H[ale] Acc. Hew Invent. 131 The 
effect of depending upon forraign Countries for Hemps./ 
x8oz Mar. Edgeworth Moral T. (1816) I. 202 A father and 
mother . . who depended on me for their support. 1832 Fix. 
Martineau Life in Wilds viii. 103 Well directed labour is 
al Jwe have had to depend on. 1865 Trollope Belton Est. 
xxii. 257 Clara must.. depend entirely on the generosity of 
some one till she was married. 

5. To rely in mind, count, or reckon confidently 
on, upon (pc of, etc.). (Now chiefly in colloq. phr. 
depend upon it, used parenthetically.) 

1500-20 Dunbar Poems lxxxi. 107 And on the prince de* 

: pend with heuinely feir. 1563 Homilies 11. Faith n. (1859). 
40 Depending (or hanging) only of the help and trust that 
they had in God. 1638 Sir T. Herbert Trav. (ed. 2) 275, 
The superstitious, who depended upon some supernatural! 
helps. 1693 Mem. Ct Teckely iv. 60 If so he they had 
: been defeated, one might have depended upon seeing the 
Affairs of the Ottaman^Empire restored. 1738 Swift Pol. 
Conversai. 53 Faith Miss, depend upon it, rTl give you as 
good as you bring. 1745 Eliza Heywood Fern. Spect. (1748) 
319 It may be depended on that, .we shall advertise. 1748 
F. Smith Voy. Disc . H.-W. Pass. I. 30 If they can eat Seal, 
there is such a Plenty of them . . that they may depend upon 
Food be their Voyage ever so long. 1855 Macaulay Hist. 
Eng. III. 496 He could no longer depend on the protection, 
of his master. 1885 G. Allen Babylon v. Depend upon it, 
Churchill, over-education’s a great error. 

b. ellipt. with following clause : To be sure or 
confident; — c to depend upon it’ (see 5 ). colloq. ' 

1700 Asgill Argument 95^ I ..do as much depend that 
I shall not go hence by returning to the Dust. 1747 F rankun 
Plain Truth Wks. 1887 II. 49 No man can with certainty 
depend that another will stand by him.^ 1789 Triumphs of 
1 Fortitude II. 150 Depend, it will not be ill conducted by one 
[ of such skill. 179X Mrs. Inchbald Simp. Story II. x. 187 
From the constancy of his disposition, she depended nun h, 
that sentiments like these were not totally eradicated. 1879 
I J. C. Morison Gibbon 128 We may depend that a swift 
I blight would have shrivelled his labours, 
j + 6 . To wait in suspense or expectation on, upon. 
(Cf. to hang upon any one's lips.) Obs. 

c 1430 Lydg. Bochas vm. i. (xS54) 178 a, The heartes of men, 
depending in a traunce. 1500-20 Dunbar Poems lxxi. 38 
Off gyd and gouirnance we ar all solitair, Dependand ay 
vpoun thy stait and grace. 16x2 Proc. Virginia 41 in Copt. 
Smith's Wks. (Arb.) 38 5 Captaine Bartholomew Gosnoll . . at 
last prevailed with some Gentlemen., who depended a ye are 
vpon his proiects, hut nothing could be effected. 1697, 
Dryden Virg. AEneid 4 (T.) The hearer on the speaker’s 
mouth depends. 1704 Steele Lying Lover 11. i. 20 Have 
not I, Madam, two long Years . .depended on your Smiles ? 


DEPEND. 

7 . To be in suspense or undetermined, be waiting 
for settlement (as an action at law, a bill in parlia- 
ment, an appointment, etc.). (Usually in pres, 
pple. = pending : see also Depending///, a . 5.) 

c 1430 Lydg. Story of Thebes in. (R.), The fatall chance 
Of life and death dopendeth in balance. 1532-3 Act 24 
Hen. VI/I, c. T2 § 8 Euery matter, cause, and contention 
riowe depend ynge, .before any of the sayde archebishops. 
CX575 Leg-. Bp. St. And rots 131 (Satir. Poems Reform.) 
Recaus St. Androis then dependit, To heich promotione he 
pvetendit. 1632 Star Ckamb. Cases (Camden) 123 The same 
demurrer hath been on both sides often argued, and now 
depends readie for the Judgement of y® Court. 1763 T. 
Hutchinson Hist. Mass. 1 . 185 Whilst these disputes, .were 
depending, the.. Indians made attacks, a 1859 Macaulay 
Hist. Eng. V. 480 Bills of supply were still depending. 1883 
Law Reports xx Q. Bench Div. 559 The resolution was hied 
in the court in which the bankruptcy was depending. 

+ 8. To be ready or preparing to come on; to 
impend, to be imminent. Obs. 

17x2 Swift City S hewer 3 While rain depends, the pensive 
cat gives o’er Her froHcks. ^ 17x9 De Foe Crusoe 1. xii. (1858) 
184, 1 had not the least notion of any such thing depending, 
or the least supposition of it being possible, 
f 9 . To have a leaning. (Cf. penchant.) Obs. rare. 
1586 Let. Earle Leycester 15 It might then be suspected, 
in respect of the disposition of such as depend that way. 

t Bepemd, rare. [ad. L. dependere to pay 
down or away, spend, expend, f. De- I. 3, 2 + 
fender e to weigh, pay, Cf. Dispend,] tram. To 
expend, spend. 

1607 Barley-Breake (18 77) 12 To whom Dame Nature lent 
so rich a port, That all her glory on her was depended. 
Dependable (d/pemdab’l), a. Also -ible, 
[f. Depend v. + -able.] That may be depended 
on ; trustworthy, reliable. 

1735 Pope Let. to Gayxxl Wks. (1737) VI. x86 That desire 
was, to fix and preserve a few lasting, dependable friendships. 
2840 Herschfx Ess. (1857) 92 Calculations, with more 
dependable data. 1842 Murray's Hctndbk. N. Italv 91 Le 
Quattro Nazioni, good and reasonable, and kept by very 
dependable people. 1864 Sir F. Pai.gr a ve Norm. <f Eng. 
IV. 642 Flambard was thoroughly dependable. 1889 Boyd 
Carpenter Permanent Elem, Retig. Introd. 30 We have 
dependable material on which to base our study. 

Hence Bepe'ndaTbleness ; Dependably adv. 
i860 Pusey Min. Profit. 554 Alexander saw and impressed 
upon his successors the dependibleness of the Jewish people. 
1862 Mrs. Carlyle Lett. III. in The accounts I get of 
Mr. C. from himself, and (still more dependably) from my 
housemaid. 1874^ Miss Mu lock My Mother I xi, One 
of his characteristics was exceeding punctuality and depend- 
ableness. 

Dependant, -dent (dfpe-ndSnt), sb. [a. F. 
dependant adj. and sb., properly pr. pple. of di- 
pendre to Depend. From the iSth c. often (like 
the adj.) spelt dependent \ after L. (both forms being 
entered by Johnson) ; but the spelling - ant still 
predominates in the sb. : cf, defendant , assistant. 

1755 Johnson Pref. to Diet., Some words, such as de- 
fendant, dependent ; depen dance , dependence , vary their 
final syllable, as one or another language is present to the 
writer.] 

fl* Something subordinately attached or belong- 
ing to something else; a subordinate part, appur- 
tenance, dependency. Obs. 

1523 Ld. Berners Froiss. I, clxxvii. (R.), The Frenchemen 
..demaunded. .to haue the sygnorie of Guysnes. .and all 
the landes of Froyten, and the dependantes of Guysnes vnto 
the lymyttes of the water of Grauelyng. 1548 Hall Chron. 
98 With all incidentes, circumstaunces, dependentes, or 
connexes. 1643 Pevnne Treachery of Papists 1. 32 (R.) The 
parliament.. repealed this parliament of 21 R, II. with all 
its circumstances and dependents. 17x6 Loud. Gaz. No. 
5425/9 The Lease for the. . Copper-Works, . with its Depend- 
ants. vjzx Bradley Wks. Nature 32 Monsieur de Reaumur 
.. discover’d certain Parts which might reasonably be 
esteem’d Dependants of Flowers. 1837 Cooper Recoil 
Europe I. 174 [Versailles] was a mere dependant of the 
crown. 

2 . A person who depends on another for support, 
position, etc. ; a retainer, attendant, subordinate, 
servant. 

1588 Shaks. L. L. L. in. 1. 134 The best ward of mine 
honours is rewarding my dependants. 1632 Lithgow Trav. 

1. 38, I demanded our dependant, what was to pay ? 1647 
Clarendon Hist. Reb. 1. (1843) 5/1 Almost all of his own 
numerous family and dependants. 1750 Johnson Rambler 
No. 28 ?S An error almost universal among those that con- 
verse^ much with dependents. 1752 Ibid. No. 190 tp 7 
Convinced that a dependant could not easily be made a 
friend, 1786 Burke IV. Hastings Wks. 1842 II. 105 Her 
female dependants, friends, and servants. 2830 DTsraeli 
Chas. I, III. v. 76 Such a personage as Laud is doomed to 
have, dependents, and not friends. ^ 1855 Macaulay Hist. 
Eng. IV. 55 Other people could provide for their dependants. 
1858 Froude Hist. Eng.. III. xiii. 1x8 The gentry were sur- 
rounded by dependents. 1875 Jowett Plato (ed. 2; I. 309 
A poor dependant of the family. 

Dependence (d/pemd&is). Forms: 6-aunce, 
6-9 -ance, 7- -enee. [a. F. dipendance (15th c. 
in Littrd, in 14th c. despmdence, Oresme), f. depen- 
dant : see prec. and -ance. Like Dependent 
subseq. assimilated to the L. type, the form in 
-ance being rare after 1800.] 

Tl. The action of hanging down ; concr. some- 
thing that hangs down. Obs. rare. 

1697 Dryden Virg. Georg, iv. 806 Like a large Cluster of 
black Grapes they show, And make a large dependance from 
the Bough. 
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2 . The relation of having existence hanging 
upon, or conditioned by, the existence of some- 
thing else ; the fact of depending upon something 
else. 

1605 V erstegan Dec. Intel 1 11.(1628)27 Words, .that seeme 
to haue dependance on the Latin. 1613 J. Salkeld Treat. 
Angels 5 Without beginning or dependence of any other 
cause. 1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep . 1. xi.45 There was no 
naturall dependance of the event upon the signe. 2677 ^ L0T 
Oxfordsh. 196 , 1 dare not suppose there was any dependence 
between the medicin and disease. X754 Edwards Freed. 
Will 1. iv. 23 The Dependence and Connection between 
Acts of V olition or Choice, and their Causes. x86o Tyndall 
Glac. 1. xxvii. 159 The chain of dependence which runs 
throughout creation, 1S64 Bowen Logic x. 348 That which 
comes next it in the order of dependence. 

f b. Connexion of successively dependent parts ; 
logical sequence. Obs. (or merged in prec.). 

a 1535 More Whs. 611 (R.) Hys woordes. .be so dark and 
so intriked of purpose withoute any dependence or order. 
1638 Sir T. Herbert Trav. (ed. 2) 236 The Father next, 
and as they are in blood the other follow in a just depend- 
ance; the rest promiscuously. x68x-6 J. Scott Chr. Life 
(1747) III. 252 The Discourse, .from Verse to Verse runs all 
along in a close and continued Dependance. 

t< 3 . In wider sense : Relation, connexion (cf. 
Depend 2 bb Obs. 

a 1633 Austin Med it. (1635) 226 As their [St. Philip and 
St. Bartholomew] being of that Society of the Twelve 
hindred them not from being of the great Societie the 
Church ; so their other Dependances, as being of the Church, 
or being of the seventy, or being married men ..hindred 
them not from being of the Twelve. 

3 . The relation of anything subordinate to that 
from which it holds, or derives support, etc, ; the 
condition of a dependant; subjection, subordina- 
tion. (Opp. to independence .) 

16x4 Raleigh Hist. World hi. 72 Those two great Cities, 
Athens and Sparta, upon which all the rest had most 
dependance. x 66 o R. Coke Power fy Sutj. 147 How far the 
Britanick Churches were from any dependence upon the 
Church of Rome. 1699 Bentley Phal. 488 A dependance 
upon the most Brutal of Tyrants. 1751 Johnson Rambler 
No. 101 ir 4, I lived in all the luxury of affluence without 
expence or dependence. 1765 Blackstone Comm. Introd. 
§ 4. xox Dependence being very little else, but an obligation to 
conform to the will or law of that superior person or state, 
upon which the inferior depends. 1874 Green Short Hist. 
viii. § 2. 469 To free the Crown from its dependence on the 
Parliament. x886 Stevenson Kidnapped xviii. 172 The 
other four were equally in the Duke’s dependance, 
f 4 . concr. That which is subordinate to, con- 
nected with, or belonging to, something else ; an 
appurtenance, connexion, dependency. Obs. 

1540 A ct 32 Hen . VIII, c. 25 To committe the state of his 
said manage, with all the circumstances and dependaunce 
thereof vnto the prelates. 1581 Savile Tacitus’ Hist. m. 
xiii. (1591) 122 As though eight Legions were to be the de- 
pendance of one nauy. 1601 Holland Pliny I. 127 The 
great riuer Indus ... issueth out of a part or dependance of 
the hill Caucasus. 1794 Hist, in Ann. Reg. 54 Coblentz, 
a dependence of the electorate of Mentz. 

+ b. A body of dependants or subordinates ; a 
retinue. (Usually -ance.) Obs. 

1606 Ford Honor Tri. xo Deseruing to be beloued ; of 
whome ? Of popular opinion or unstable vulgar dependances? 
1631 Weever Anc. Fun. Mon. 273 He feasted, .two kings, 
two Queenes, with their dependances, 7.30. messe of meate 
scarce seruing for the first dinner. 1638 Rawley tr. Bacon! s 
Life fy Death 1650) 19 A numerous Family, a great Retinue, 
and Dependance. 1692 Sqvth Serm. (1697) I. 33 Encumbred 
with Dependances, throng’d and surrounded with Peti- 
tioners. 

5 . The condition of resting In faith or expectation 
(upon something) ; reliance ; assured confidence 
or trust. 

1627 Sanderson 12 Semi. (1632) 530 Faithful dependance 
vpon the providence . . of God. 1754 Hist. Yng. Lady 
Distinction II. 10 Thoroughly sensible what little de- 
pendence I ought to make on my own strength. 1763 Euz. 
Carter Mem. etc. (x8x6) I. 295 The waters, I shall continue 
drinking, without much dependance of getting better. x8ox 
Gabrielli Myst, Husb. ll. 205 There was no dependance 
to be placed in the word of a woman who [etc.]. 1841 Lane 
Arab. Nts. I. 68 It is the only branch of divination worthy 
of dependance. 1875 Jowett Plato (ed, 2) V. 19 Living , . 
in dependence on the will of God. 

b. transf That on which one relies or may rely; 
object of reliance or trust; resource. ? Obs. 

1754 Richardson Grandison IV. v. 44 Your honour, your 
piety, are my just dependence. 1803 Wellington in Owen 
Desp. 784 The seamen from the East India fleet were the 
only or principal dependence for manning the navy. 1827 
J. F. Cooper Prairie II. iv. 59 Take the Lord for your de- 
pendance. 

■f c. Reliableness, trustworthiness. Obs. rare. 

1752 HumE Ess.fy Treat. (1777) I. 22 So little dependance 
has this affair. X790-X81X W. Combe Devil on Two Sticks 
(1817) VI. 44 The philosophy of poets .. is not of very 
sterling dependence. 

6 . The condition of waiting for settlement; 
pending, suspense. (Now only in legal use.) 

x 605 Burgh R ec. Aberdeen 4 Dec. (Jam. Suppl.1,That anes 
the actioune may be put under dependance befoir onie 
parliament. X679-X714 Burnet Hist. Ref., After a long 
dependance it might end as the former had done, x8x6 
Shelley Let. in Dowden Life II. 8 Engagements con- 
tracted during the dependence of the late negotiation. 1861 
W. Bell Diet. Law Scot., Depending Action , an action is 
held to be In dependence from the moment of the citation, 
until the final decision of the House of Lords. 1874 Act 
37-8 Viet. c. 94 § 68 Nothing herein contained shall affect 
any action now in dependence. 


DEPENDENT. 

tb. A quarrel or affair of honour ' depending * 
or awaiting settlement. Obs. 

1598 B. Jonson Ev. Man in Hum. 1. v, The bastinado 1 
a most proper, and sufficient dependance, warranted by the 
great Caranza. 16x6 — Devil an Ass iv. vii, H' is friend to 
him, with whom I ha’ the dependance. 1820 Scott Monast. 
xxi, Let us pause for the space of one venue, until I give you 
my opinion on this dependence. [Note. Dependence, a phrase 
among the brethren of the sword for an existing quarrel] 

Dependency vdfpe*ndensi). Also 6-7 -encie ; 
6 -aneye, 7 -aneie, 7-9 -ancy*. [f. as prec. : see 
-ANCY, -ENCY.] 

1 . The condition of being dependent ; the relation 
of a thing to that by which it is conditioned ; con- 
tingent logical or causal connexion ; = prec. 2. 

1597 Hooker Eccl Pol. v. (1632) 376 That dependence 
and order, whereby the lower sustaining alwayes the more 
excellent [etc.]. 1603 Shaks. Meas.for M. v. i. 62 Such a de- 
pendancy of thing, on thing, As ere I heard in madnesse. 
1647 Sprigge Anglia Rediv. iv. vii. (1854) 286 All threaded 
upon one string of dependency. 1748 Hartley Observ . Man 
1. iii. 336 The Dependency of Evidences makes the resulting 
Probability weak. 1864 Bowen Logic viii. 245 In this Un- 
figured Syllogism .. the dependency of Extension and 
Intension does not subsist. 

2 . The relation of a tiling (or person) to that 
by which it is supported* state of subjection or 
subordination ; - prec. 3. 

1594 Hooker Eccl. Pel. i.x. (1611)26 Hauing no such depen- 
dency upon any one. 1634 W. Tirvvhyt tr. Balzac's L ett. 251, 

I have no servile dependancy upon their conceptions. 1724 
Swift Drapier's Lett. Wks. 1755 V. n. 64 Ready to shake 
off the dependency of Ireland upon the crown of England. 
1848 C. Bronte J. Eyre xiv. (1873) X33 That you care 
whether or not a dependent is comfortable in his dependency. 
1856 Froude HisL Enga 1858)11. x. 456 They found England 
in dependency upon a foreign power ; they left it a free 
nation. 

Reliance; = prec. 5. Obs. rare. 

a 1600 Hooker (J.\_ Their dependancies on him were 
drowned in this conceit. 1627-77 Feltham Resolves 1. lx. 
98 As if God. .would lead us to a dependency on Him. 

4 . Something dependent or subordinate ; a sub- 
ordinate part ; an appurtenance, a. gen. 

x6xx Speed Hist. Gt. Brit. ix. xxi. (1632) 1004 Many de- 
pendancies of Story had their euents in the Acts of this man. 
1690 Locke Hum. Und. u. xii. § 4 Modes I call such com- 
plex ideas, which . , are considered as dependancies on, or 
affections of substances. 1741 Warburton Div. Legat.Yl. 
4 The Knowledge of human Nature and its Dependencies. 
1852 S. R, Maitland Ess. Various Snip 155 A thorough 
sifting of this subject, and its dependencies. 

f b. A body of dependants ; a household estab- 
lishment. Obs . 

1615 G. S andys Trav. 61 This mans Serraglio . .answerable 
to his small dependancie. 1670 G. H. Hist. Cardinals 11. 
1. 112 The Dependencies and Relations of the Popes and 
Cardinals, do not suffer the poor Prelats to act according to 
the Dictates of Equity. 1701 Swift Contests of Nobles $ Com., 
Men, who have acquired large possessions, and consequently 
dependancies. 

e. A dependent or subordinate place or territory; 
esp. a country or province subject to the control of 
another of which it does not form an integral part. 

1684 Scanderbeg Rediv. iii. 49 The Kingdom of Poland 
and great Dutchy of LyfFland, together with all their 
Dependencies. 1684-90 T. Burnet Th, Earth (J,), This 
earth, and its dependencies. 1848 Macaulay Hist . h ng. I. 
342 This is that Sheffield which now, with its dependencies, 
contains a hundred and twenty thousand souls. 1864 R. A. 
Arnold Cotton Earn. 464 There is a wide difference between 
a dependency and a colony. The one is held in trust, the 
other in absolute fee-simple. 

d. An appurtenance (to a dwelling-house, etc.), 

1822 W. Irving Braced. Hall il 12 To visit the stables, 
dog-kennel and other dependencies. 

f 5 . A quarrel ‘depending 5 or awaiting settle- 
ment ; ** prec. 6 b. Obs. 

a 1625 Fletcher Elder Bro. v. i, The masters of depen- 
dencies, That by compounding differences ’tween others, 
Supply their own necessities. 1632 Massinger Maid of 
Hon. 1. i, Your masters of dependencies to take up A drunken 
brawl. 

f b. gen. An affair pending or awaiting settle- 
ment. Obs. rare. 

1809 W. Taylor in Robberds Mem. II. 279 In consequence 
of disagreeable commercial dependencies, which. I did not 
succeed in liquidating. 

Dependent (d/pemdent), a . Also 5-6 -aunt, 
6-9 -ant. [Originally dependant a. F. dipendant 
(14th c. in Hatzf.), pr. pple. of dipendre to hang 
down, depend : from the 16th c. often assimilated 
to L. dependent- em, and now usually so spelt, the 
form in - ant being almost obs* in the adj., though 
retained in the sb., q.v.] 

1 . Hanging down, pendent. 

c 1420 Pallad on Huso. in. 1060 So thai be wombed we!, 
dependannt, syde, That likely is for greet and mighty stoore. 
15x4 Barclay Cyt. $ Uplondyskm. (Percy Soc.) p. Ixxii, 
with. "glistering eyes & side /ependaunt heard* • 1591 
Greene Maidens Dreame xxviii, Mourning locks depen- 
dant. 1796 Morse Amer. Geog • 1. 378 A regular rock, from 
the upper part of which are dependent many excrescences. 
x83o C. & F, Darwin Movem. PI. 128 [The leaves] partially 
assume their nocturnal dependent position. 

2 . That depends on something else ; having' its 
existence contingent on, or conditioned by, the 
existence of something else. ' 

1594 Hooker Eccl. Pol. 1. viti, (16x1) 20 On these' two 
generall heads .. all. other specialties are dependent. ■ t&zj. 
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DEPE3STDENTIAL. 

Cockeram, Dependant^ which hangeth, vpon another thing. 
2664 Power Exp. Pit Has. n. 192 Effects dependent on the 
same. .Causes. 1707 Norris Treat. Humility iii. 77 Acrea- 
ture is a dependent being, that is, it is essential to a creature 
to depend upon the author of its being. 1830 IVLCosh Div. 
Govt . 1. i. ,(1374' n Animal life, again, is dependent on 
vegetable life, and vegetable life is dependent on the soil 
and atmosphere. 1375 Jowett Plato (ed. 2) 1. 263 All 
things in nature are dependent on one another, 
f b. Annexed, appertaining. Obs. 

1574 tr. Littleton's Tenures 62 b, The reversion that is de- 
pendaunt unto the same franketenement is severed from the 
jointure. 

3 . That depends or has to rely on something else 
for support, supply, or what is needed. 

a 1643 W. Cartwright Commend , Verses in Fletcher's 
Whs., Whose wretched genius, and dependent fires But to 
their benefactors’ dole aspires. 174a Young Nt. Th. iii. 448 
Life makes the soul dependent on the dust. 1791 Mrs. 
Radcliffe Rom. Forest ii, She found herself wholly depen- 
dent upon strangers. 1863 Trollope Belton Esi. xxvii. 332 
It was her destiny to be dependent on charity. 1874 Green 
Short Hist. ii. § 6. 93 The vast estates . .were granted out to 
new men dependent on royal favour. 

4 . Attached in a relation of subordination ; sub- 
ordinate, subject ; opp. to independent. 

2616 Brent tr. Sarpi’s Counc. Trent (1676) 574 One 
Bishop instituted by Christ, and the others not to have any 
authority but dependant from him. 1624 Fisher in F. White 
Repl. Fisher Mediators subordinate vnto, and dependent 
of Christ. 1634 tr. Sender/ s Curia Polit. 93 Soveraignes 
are not subordinate and dependant to them [the Lawesj. 
1726 Adv. Capt. R. Boyle 364 The Assembly meet here, 
which is in the nature of a dependant Parliament. 1829 I. 
Taylor Enthus. vii. 178 The temper of mind which is proper 
to a dependant and subordinate agent. 1863 Bright Sp. 
Anter, 26 Mar., They ceased to be dependent colonies of* 
England. 

b. Math. Dependent variable’, one whose varia- 
tion depends on that of another variable (the inde- 
pendent variable ). 

1832 Todhunter j Dipl Calc, i, A dependent variable is a 
quantity the value of which is determined as soon as that 
of some independent variable is known, 
f 5 . Impending. Obs. rare. 

x5o6 Shaks. Tr. <<}■ Cr. 11. iii. 2t That me thinkes is the 
curse dependant on those that warre for a placket. 

t Bepende'litial, a. Obs. [f. med.L. depen- 
dents dependence + -al: cf. confidential ,] Relating 
to, or of the nature of, dependence. 

1646 S. Bolton A rraignm . Err. 14 God doth it to exercise 
a dependentiall faith upon God. 

Bepeadentiy (d /pemdentli) , adv. [f. Depen- 
dent a. + -LY 2 .J In a dependent manner ; in a 
way depend ing on something. 

164 6 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. in. xxv. 178 These, .act but 
dep ndantly on their formes. X677 Hale Prim. Grig;. Man. 
I. iii. 73 Whether there be an utter impossibility of any 
material Being to be either independently or dependently 
eternal. 1793 Beattie Moral Sc. 1. i. § 3 (R ) If we affirm 
. . relatively, conditionally, or dependently on something 
else, it is the subjunctive. 

Bepemder (dipemdoi). Also 6-7 Sc. -ar. [f. 
Depend v , 1 + -er L] 
f 1 . A dependant. Chiefly Sc. Obs. 

£1563 Lindesay (Pitscottie) Chi- on. Scot. (1728' 8 Through 
the vain flattery of bis dependers. 1377-95 Descr. Isles 
Scot/, in Skene Celtic Scoil. iii. App, 438 Ane dependar on 
the Clan Donald, a 1639 Spottiswood Hist. Ch. Scot. iv. 
(1677) 186 Being all vassals and dependers of Huntley. 1724 
Swift Poems, A Riddle, I’m but a meer Depender still : 
An humble Hanger-on at best, 1726-31 Tindal Rapin’s 
Hist. Eng. (1743) II. xvii. 78 He drew together a number 
of Lords of his Dependers. 

2 . One who depends or relies on something, rare. 
x6n Shaks. Cymb, 1. v. sS To be depender on a thing 
that leanes. 1617 Hieron Whs. II. 306 Art thou a con- 
tinuall depender vpon teaching? ^ 1827 Examiner 470/a 
A set of puny dependers upon a British soldiery. 
Dependible, var. of Dependable. 
Bepemdmg, vbl. $b . rare. [f. Depend vX 4* 
-ing K In sense 2, perh. a subst. use of the ppl. a .] 

1 , The action of the verb Depend ; dependence ; 
in quot. f waiting, suspense (see Depend vX 6 , 7). 

x6x6 B. Jonson Epigr., To William Roe, Delay Is bad, 
doubt worse, depending worst, 

2 . Something depending on or belonging to 
something else ,* an appurtenance ; = Dependence 
4, Dependency 4 a. Obs. 

1436 Pol. Poems (Rolls) II. x8x Conclusion of this dep- 
pendinge of kepinge of the see. 1642 in Rushw. Hist. Coll. 
in. (1692) I. 66s The said Commissions or Writs, with all 
their Depending* and Circumstances. 

Depending 1 < d^pemdirj) , ppl . a. (prep.) [f. De- 

pend vX + -ING 2 .] 

A. adj. That depends : see the verb, 

1 . Hanging or inclining downwards ; pendent. 
1735 Somerville Chase in. 441 To raise the slope Depend- 
ing Road. 1758 J, S. Le Drans Observ. Surg. (1771) 52 To 
prevent the Pus from lodging in the roost depending Part. 
1819 Wiffen A onian HourshZsto) 39 Locked in the twilight 
of depending boughs, x86o Gosse Rom. Nat. Hist . 176 One 
or two depending vines. 

2 . That depends on something else ; contingent, 
conditioned, etc. ; dependent. 

1S24 L. Murray Eng. Gram. (ed. 5) I. 446 A number of 
depending circumstances distinctly and advantageously ar- 
ranged. ■ ' ■ # 

1 3 . Subordinate, dependent, subject Obs. 

1703 Stanhope Paraphr. 1. 37 [Persons] of a mean depend- 
ing Condition. 1733 Berkeley Querist § 419 Either king- 
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dom or republic, depending or independent, free or en- 
slaved. 

■f 4. Relying, trusting. ? Obs. 

1746-7 Hervey Medit. (1818) 1x3 A lesson of heaven- 
depending faith.. 1829 E. BatherOVj^;*. II. 372 A praying, 
waiting, depending frame of mind. 

5. Awaiting settlement, pending. 

1679 Hist. Jeizer^if To hear and determine the depending 
cause. X734 Erskine Princ. Sc. Law (1809) 35 Letters of 
diligence, .granted in a depending process. 

B .prep. [Originally the pres. pple. agreeingwith 
the sb. in absolute construction, as in L. pendente 
lile ; cf. d tiring, notwithstanding * .] During the 
continuance or dependence of ; pending. 

2503-4 Act 19 Hen. VII, c. 31 Pream., Knyghthode . . re- 
ceyved, eny tyme dependyng the seid accions or suetys, shall 
abate the wnttes. 1602 Fulbecke 1st Pt. Parall. 61 The 
plain tife is put out of seruice depending the plea. 

Depe'ndingly, adv. rare. [f. Depending a. 
+ -ly 2 .] In a depending or dependent manner ; 
with dependence on some person or thing. 

xfifiS Gurnall Chr. in Arm. xi. § 5 (1669) 100/1 Walk de- 
pendingly on God. 1676-7 Hale Contempt, n. On Lord's 
Prayer (R.), I will use it thankfully, and nevertheless de- 
pendingly. 

t Depe'nsion. Obs. rare — °. [ad. L. depen ~ 
sidn-em expenditure, f. dependere to spend, expend.] 
1636 Blount Glossogr Depension ( depensio ), a weighing, 
a paying of money. 

Bepeople (d/pf*p^)>^- arch, [ad. F. depenple~r 
(1364 in Hatzf.), despeupler (1611 Cotgr.) ; after 
people. See De- I. 6 , and cf. Dispeople, Depopu- 
late.] trans. To deprive of people, destroy the 
people of, depopulate. 

ci 6 ix Chapman Iliad xix. 746 Achilles in first fight de- 
peopling enemies. 16x5 — Odyss. ix. 75, I depeopied it, 
Slew all the men, and did their wives remit. 1848 Lytton 
Harold (1862) 297 The town, awed and depeopied, sub- 
mitted to flame and to sword. 

t Bepe'r&it, -ite, a. and sb. Now rare or Obs. 
[ad. L. deperdit-us , -um, corrupt, abandoned, pa. 
pple. of deperdere to destroy, ruin, lose, f. De- X. 3 
+perdere to destroy, lose.] 

A. adj. Lost, abandoned, involved in ruin or 
perdition. 

1641 J. Jackson True Evang. T. nr. 198 Such miscreants, 
and deperdite wretches as they proved. 1642 — Bk. Con- 
science 7 Some notable deperdite wretch. 

B. sb. Something lost or perished. 

xSo2 Paley Nat. Theol. v. § 4 (18x9) 58 No reason, .why, 
if these deperdits ever existed, they have now disappeared. 
Hence Bepe'rditely adv . 

x6o8 J. King Serm. 5 Nov. 17 The most . . deperditely 
wicked of all others. 

Beperdition (dJpaidrJhn). Now rare. [a. 
F. di perdition (Pare 16th c.), n. of action from L. 
deperdere : see prec.] Loss, waste, destruction by 
wasting away. 

1607 J. King Serm. Nov. 31 Wherin was prodition, per- 
dition, deperdition, al congested and heaped vp in on. c 1643 
Howell Lett. I. 1. xxxi, The old [flesh] by continual de- 
perdition . . evaporating still out of us. 1646 S :r T. Browne 
Pseud. EP . n. v. 86 It may be unjust to deny all efficacie of 
gold, in the non-omission of weight, or deperdition of any 
ponderous particles. 1795 tr. Merciefs Fragments XL 63 
At its horrid deperdition every citizen is alarmed. x88x A n - 
nihilation 6 Alas ! who will henceforth be afraid of sin, if it 
only, .end in painless deperdition ? 

Beperition (dfperi*Jbn). rare. [n. of action 
f. L. deperire to perish, be lost utterly, f. De- I. 3 
+pertre to perish.] Perishing, total wasting away. 
1793 Earl of Buchan Anon. Ess. (1812) 363 That all 
nature was in a constant state of deperition and renovation. 
1808 Bentham Sc. Refoi-m 76 Deperition of necessary evi- 
dence, deperition of the matter of wealth, in the hands of 
the adverse party . . deperition viz. with reference to the 
party in the right— by dissipation, by concealment, 
t Bepe rpeyl, v. Obs. [a. OF. deparpeillier , 
desp- t to disperse.] *»Disbarple, to scatter. 

13.. Hamfole Psalter \x liv. xx] xliii. 13 In genge J?ou 
scatird [MS. S. deperpeyldj vs. 

Depe’rsoualize, v. [f. De- II. i + Person- 
alize.] trans . T o deprive of personality ; to make, 
or regard as, no longer personal. 

x866 Lowell Biglow P. Introd., He would have enabled 
me . . to depersonalize myself into a vicarious egotism. 1889 
W. S. Lilly Century of Revo L 170 An artificial mechanism, 
which destroys individuality and depersonalises man. 

t impersonate, v. Obs. [f. De- XL 1 + 
Person + -ate 8. Cf. med.L. depersonare — disper - 
sonarei] trans. To deprive of the status of a person 
or of personal rights. 

1676 R. Dixon Two Test. 336 A Bond-man, a Slave, .being 
wholly decapitated and depersonated from the common con- 
dition of a humane person. 

Xiepe rsoiiize, v . [De- II. 1 + Person + -ize.] 
-Depersonalize. 

x888 F. H. Stoddard in Andover Rev. Oct., The one 
aims to visualize the ideal, the other to depersonize the God 
conception itself. 

Deperte, obs. form of Depart. 
f Bepertible, a. Obs, [f. as if from L. vb. 
*depertire — dispertire to divide, distribute + -ble. 
The prefix follows F. departir , Eng. Depart.] 
Capable of being divided into parts ; divisible. 

1626 Bacon Sylva § 857 Some Bodies have a . . more 
Depertible Nature than others ; As we see it evident in 


Colouration; For a small Quantity of Saffron will Tinct 
more then a very great Quantity of Brasil or Wine. 
Bepesclie, var. of Depeach, Obs. 
t Depe*ster y V. Obs. [a. OF. depesirer , 
despestrer (13-14111 c. in Hatzf.), mod. dipHrer, 
in same sense, f. di-, dds- (Dis-) + -pestrer in em- 
pestrer : see Empester, Pester.] refi. To dis- 
entangle or rid oneself {from). 

1685 Cotton tr. Montaigne I. 449 One vice . . so deeply 
rooted in us, that I dare not determine whether any one 
ever clearly depestred himself from it or no. 

Bepeter (de-p/toi). Building. Also depreter. 
[Derivation obscure. 

It looks like a formation of L. de and petra stone ; possibly 
from a med.L. depetrare to dress with stone. In that case 
depreter is an erroneous form.] (See quots.) 

1832 Brees Gloss., Depreter or Depeier, plastering done 
to represent tooled stone. It is first pricked up and floated 
the same as for set or stucco, and small stones are then 
forced on dry from a board. 1876 Notes on Building Constr. 
(Rivington) II. 409 Depeter consists^of a pricked up coat 
[of plaster] with small stones pressed in while it is soft, so as 
to produce a rough surface. 1886 Seddon Builder's Work 
248 Depeter, is somewhat similar to rough casting, except 
that small stones are pressed dry into the soft plaster by 
means of a board. Ibid. , Depreter is a term sometimes used 
to denote plaster finished in imitation of tooled stone, 
t Bepe*X, v. Obs. rare~°. [f. L. depex ppl. 
stem of depectere to comb down,] To comb down. 

1623 Cociceram, Depex , to kemb. [1644 Ridiculed in 
Vinaex A nglieus : see quot. s. v. Defust.] 

Depheazanee, dephezaunee, obs. ff. De- 
feasance. 

1558 in Vicar/ s Anat. (18S8) App. v. 183 Withoute eny 
maner of vse, condicion or dephezaunee. 

Depliilosoplaize : see De- II. 1. 
t DepMegm (d^fleun^, v. Old Ghent, [ad. 
mod.L. dephlegmare , F. ddflegmer (1698 in Hatzf.) ; 
see Dephleu mate.] = Dephlegmate. 

1660 Boyle New. Exp. Pltys. Mech. xxiv. 191 We took 
also some Spirit of Urine, carelesly enough deflegmed. 
x <568 — Ess. <$• Tracts (1669) 48 We have sometimes taken 
of the better sort of Spirit of Salt, and having carefully de- 
phlegm’d it [etc.]. 1683 Phil. Trans. XIII, 298 Very strong 
Vinegar, dephlegm’d by freezing. 

Hence DepMe-gmed, deplilegm’d ppl. a. ; Be- 
plile-gmedness. 

x66o Boyle New Exp. Phys. Meek. xxx. (1682'! 115 Well 
dephlegm’d Spirit of Wine is much lighter than Water, 1669 
— Hist. Firmness, Ess. <$• 7 rads 291 The proportion .. 
depends .. upon the strength of the former Liquor, and the 
dephlegmedness of the latter. 1676 — Neiv Exper. 1. in 
Phil. Trans. XI. 777 We gently poured on it some highly 
dephlegm’d Spirit of Wine. 

t Dephlegmate (dffle*gm^t), V. Old Chem. 
[f. ppl. stem of med. or mod.L. dephlegmare , f. 
De- I. 6 + phlegma , a. Gr. (<pXeyjxar-) 

clammy humour: see Phlegm.] trans. To free 
(a spirit or acid) from ( phlegm ’ or watery matter ; 
to rectify. 

x668 Boyle Ess. 4 Tracts (i66g) 65 We dephlegmated some 
[spirits] by more frequent, and indeed tedious Rectifications. 
x686 W. Harris tr. Lemery's Chyrn . (ed. 2) x86 You may use 
either a little more, or a little less, according to the strength 
of the spirit, or according as it is more or less dephlegmated. 
1757 A. Cooper Distiller 1. xxiii. (1760) 95 This Ingredient 
cleanses and dephlegmates the Spirit considerably. 1789 
J. Keir Diet. Chem. 96/2 The contained matter must be de- 
phlegmated. 

b. fig. To rid of admixture, purify, refine. 

X796 Burke Let. Noble Ld. Wks. VIII. 56 The principle 
of evil himself, incorporeal, pure, unmixed., dephlegmated, 
defecated evil. 

Hence Dephle'gmated///. a., Dephle’gmating 
vbl. sb. and ppl. a . 

1641 French Distill, v. {1651) 115 The pure dephlegmated 
Spirit. 17x2 tr. Pome? s Hist. Drugs I. 162 To know 
whether it is truely deflegmated, or Proof-Spirit. 1807 
Opie Led. Art i. (1848) 253 The ancients .. produced those 
concentrated, dephlegmated, and highly rectified personifi- 
cations of strength, activity, beauty. 

t BepMegmation (d/fiegm^’-Jbn). old Chem. 
[n. of action lrom prec. vb, ; in mod.F, diflegmation 
(Trevoux 1732).] The process of dephlegmating 
a spirit or acid. 

x668 Boyle Ess. 4 Tracts (1669] 48 To separate the aqueous 
parts by Dephlegmation, 17x8 Quincy Compl. Dispens. 40 
The same thing is constantly observ’d in the Dephlegmation 
of acid Spirit. 1758 E laboratory laid Open Introd. 46 Re- 
torts must be provided for the dephlegmation. 

BepMegmator (dfflegm^tsr), [Agent-n. in 
L. form f. mod-L. dephlegmare to Dephlegmate.] 
An apparatus for dephlegmation ; a form of con- 
densing apparatus in a still. 

# 1828 S. F. Gray Operative Chemist This dephlegmator 
is formed of two broad sheets of tinned copper, soldered 
together so as to leave only £ th of an inch between them. 
1876 S. Kens. Mijs. Catal. No. 4376. 

t BepMogistic (dffl^dgi'stik), a. Old Chem. 
[f. De- I. 6 + Phlogist-on ~t -10 : cf. Phlogistic.] 
= Dephlogistigated. 

1787 Darwin in Phil. Trans. LXXVIII. 32 Combination 
of dephlogistic and inflammable gases. 

Bephlogi*sticat e , v. [f. De- II. i + Phlogis- 

TICATE.] 

1 1 . Dans. Old Chem. To deprive of phlogiston 
(the supposed principle of inflammability in 
' bodies). 


DEPHOSPHORIZE. 

*779 Phil. Trans. LX IX. 441 The power . . of depMogisti- 
eating common _air. 178a Kirwan ibid. XXXII. 212 The 
nitrous acid . . is well known to dephlogisticate metals as 
perfectly as possible. £788 Cavendish ibid. LXXVIII.270 
We suppose that the air . , was intirely dephlogisticated. 

2 . To relieve of inflammation. (Cf. Antiphlo- 
gistic 2.) 

1843 Erased s Mag. XXVI. 452 The sheriffs . . were fun- 
damentally phlebotomised and dephlogisticated by the frag- 
ments of their own swords. 1875 G-eikie Life Sir If. Mur- 
chison I. 142 Given to water-drinking and dephlogisticating. 

Hence BepMogi’sticated ppl. d. [esp. in dephlo- 
gisticated air, the name given to oxygen by Priest- 
ley, who, on its first discovery, supposed it to be 
ordinary air deprived of phlogiston); BepMogis- 
ticatin.gr, ppl. a. ; B epMo gi= stica*tion. 

2775 Priestley in Phil. Trans. LXV. 387 This species may 
not improperly be called, dephlogisticated air. This species 
of air I first produced from mercurius calcinatus per se. 
xySg — ibid. LXXIX. 146 The dephlogisticating principle. 
1784 Cavendish ibid. LXXIV. 14 1 There is the utmost reason 
to think, that dephlogisticated and phlogisticated air (as M. 
Lavoisier and Scheele suppose]) are quite distinct substances, 
and not differing only in^ their degree of phlogistication ; 
and that common air is a mixture of the two. 1791 Hamilton 
Beriholtet's Dyeing 1. 1. j.i. 7 Oxygenated (dephlogisticated) 
muriatic acid. 1794 Sullivan View Nat. II. 86 From the 
greater, or less dephlogistication of the ores, or the stones 
in which it is contained. 1807 Vancouver Agric. Devon 
(1813) 459 Vegetables . . again in turn, and during the day- 
time, exhale and breathe forth that pure dephlogisticated 
air, so essential to the support of animal existence. 

Dephosphorize (d*Tp*sfdreiz), v. [De- II. 1.] 
trans. To deprive of or free from phosphorus. 

1878 Ure Diet Arts IV 45T Without attempting to de- 
phosphorize the ore more completely. 1879 Daily News 
31 Dec. 5/4 [This] so effectually dephosphorises the Cleve- 
land ore as to allow it to be manufactured into steel. 

Hence DepLo* aphorized///. a., Deplio'spBoriz- 
ingr vbl. sb. ; also DepBospBorizatioii, the process 
of freeing from phosphorus. 

1878 Rep. Annual Meeting of I ron <$• Steel InSt., The dephos- 
phorization of iron. 1883 A thenseum 24 Feb. 253/1 The slag 
o 1 Gained in the basic dephosphorizing process. 1885 Harper's 
Mag. Apr. 819/1 The dephosphorization process, by which 
phosphoric pig-iron can be convened into steel, 
Dephysicalize : see De- II. 1. 
t Depi'Ct, ppl. a. Obs. [ad. L. dlpict-us, pa. 
pple. of depingere : see next.] Depicted. 

r 1430 Lydg. Min . Poems 177, I fond a lyknesse depict 
upon a wal. 14. . Circumcision in Twiddle's Fis. g 4 And 
letturs new depicte in every payn. 1598 Stow Surv. xl, 
(1603) 416 Embrodered, or otherwise depict upon them. 
Depict (d/pi-kt), v. [f. L. depict ppl. stem of 
L. depingcre to represent by painting, portray, de- 
pict, f. De- I. 3 + pmgere to paint : cf. Depaint 
and prec. 

(Godefroy has a single example of OF. depict er of 1426 ; 
but the word is not recorded later, and cannot be supposed 
to have influenced the formation of the Eng. vb.)] 

L trans. To draw, figure, or represent in colours ; 
to paint ; also, in wider sense, to portray, delineate, 
figure anyhow. 

1631 Weever A nc. Fun. Mon. 13d Tins old Distich, some- 
times depicted vpon the wall at the entrance into the said 
Abbey. 1634 Sir T. Herbert Trav. 10 Which Bird I have 
here simply depicted as you see [here is fig.]. 1639 Fuller 
Holy War iv. xii (1840) 199 The history of the Bible as 
richly as curiously depicted in needle work. <21667 Jer. 
Taylor (J.), [They] depicted upon their shields the most 
terrible beasts they could imagine. 1794 Sullivan View 
Nat. II, The solar progress is depicted by the Hindoos, by 
a circle of intertwining serpents. 1867 Lady Herbert 
Cradle L. iv. 121 The accuracy with which the painter has, 
perhaps unconsciously, depicted the room. 1873 Yeats 
Growth Comm. 33 Victims of the slavedealer as depicted 
on the earliest Egyptian monuments. 

b, tramp \ To image, figure, or represent as if 
by painting or drawing. Alsoyfg. 

1817 Bp. R. Watson A need. II. 401 (R.) Why the man has 
, . an idea of figure depicted on the choroides or retina of 
the eye, 1834 Mrs. Somerville Connect. Phys. Sc. xviii. 
(1849) 176 He . . saw . . a windmill, his own figure, and that 
of a friend, depicted . . on the sea. 1839 G. Bird Nat. 

J 'kilos. 396 The membrane, on which the images of objects 
become depicted, a 1870 Longfellow Birds of Passage 1., 
Disco v . North Cape xxi, With doubt and strange surmise 
Depicted in their look. 

2 . To represent or portray in words; to describe 
graphically. 

a 1740 Felton (J.), When the distractions of a tumult are 
sensibly depicted > . while you read, you seem indeed to see 
them. 1856 Kane A ret,. Expl. I. xiv. 159 No language can 
depict the chaos at its base. 1873 Symonds Grk. Poets ix. 
294 Sophocles aims at depicting the destinies, and Shakspere 
the characters of men. 

3 , To represent, as a painting or picture does. 

1871 Macduff Mem. Paimos iv. 45 Cartoons . . in bold 

outline depicting the ever-varying and diversified features 
in ch urch life and character. 1873 Y eats Techn. Hist. Comm. 
45 Their oldest monuments depict women spinning. 

Hence Depreted ppl. a., Depleting vbl. sb. 
a 1763 in H. Walpole Ferine' s Anted. Paint. {1786) I. 93 
A depicted table of Colonia. 1885 Atkenxum 14 Mar. 
512/1 His . . gay and luminous coloration, and sparkling de- 
picting of light are not obtainable with ink. 

Depixter, -or. [fi Depict v . + -er ; the form 
in -ou is after Latin.] One who depicts, portrays, 
or sets forth in words. 

1837 Lockhart Scott, Depicter (F. Halil 1865 Daily Tel. 
so Aug., The mournful depicters of Calcutta life. 2893 A 
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Hamlyn In Atalanta Dec. 165/1 So brilliant a depictor of 
animal life. . 

Depiction (dzpi*kjbn). [ad. L. depiciion-em , 
n. of action from depingere". see Depict za (Cf. 

I OH. depiction, 1426 in Godef., but not known 
later.)] The action of depicting ; painted repre- 
sentation, picture ; graphic description. 

x5S8 R. Holme Armoury hi. 176/2 The true shape and 
depiction of a Bishop in his Pontificals. 3:883 A. W. Ward 
Dickens v. 130 Dickens' comic genius was never so much at 
its ease . . as in the depiction of such groups as this. 1884. 
E. Foster in Elocutionist Dec. 7 fa Mr. Denbigh had 
hitherto restricted his art to depictions of the fleshly school. 

Depictive (d/pi'ktiv), a. [f. L. depict - ppl. 
stem (see Depict v.) + -ive.] Having the function 
or quality of depicting. 

2821 New Monthly Mag. II. 392 The depictive art and 
power with which it is written. 1892 Whitney Max M illler 
40 The signs lost their pictorial or depictive character. 

Beprctment. rare. [f. Depict v. + -ment.] 
Pictorial representation ; a painting, a picture. 

1816 Keatinge Trav. (1817) 1. 136 Hung with gay depict- 
ments, in glowing colouring . . of those who have suffered. 
Ibid. II. 76 Trajan's Pillar and various depictments give the 
representation. 

Depixture, sb. In 5 Sc. -our. [f. L. depict - 
ppl. stem of depingere (see Depict vi) + -ure.] 
= Depiction; depicting; painting. 

1500-20 Dunbar ToQueyne ofScottis 14 Ma[i]stres ofnurtur 
and of nobilnes, Of fresch depictour princes[s] and patroun. 
1834 Fraser's Mag. X. 1 18 Fie is lost in amazement . . to see 
genius employed upon the depicture of such a rascaille 
rabl lenient 1 188s NatureXXVh 534 The depicture of the 
. . revolution which Darwin has accomplished in the minds 
of men. 

Depicture (d/prktiiu), v. [f. De- prefix + 
Picture#, (in use from 14th c.); formed under 
the influence of Depict pa. pple., and of L. depin- 
gere, depiduml] 

1 . trans . To represent by a picture ; to portray 
in colours, to paint ; also, more widely, to draw, 
figure, or portray; = Depict v. i. 

1593 Sites 4- Mon. Ch. Durh. (Surtees) 40 The starre . . 
underneth depictured. 1631 Weever Anc. Fun. Mon. 50 
The glasse-windowes wherein the effigies _ of . , Saints was 
depictured. 1781 Gibbon Decl. fy F. III. Ii. 183 A paradise 
or garden was depictured on the ground. <31847 Mrs. 
Sherwood Lady of Manor III. xviii. 9 A course of little 
lectures . . on the subjects depictured upon the tiles. 

b. To image or figure as in a painting; = Depict 
v. 1 b. 

1743 tr. Algarotti an Newton's Theory 1. 106 The Images 
. . are depictured upon the Membrane of the Eye. 1849 
Tail's Mag. XVI. 219 The . . tableau depictured itself in- 
delibly upon the mind. 

2 . To set forth or portray in words; *= Depict 
v. 2. 

1798 Coleridge Setiyratte''s Lett . iii. in Blog. Lit. (1882) 
268 It tends to make their language more picturesque ; it de- 
pictures images better. 1844 Disraeli Coningsby hi. v, Y ou 
have but described my feelings when you depictured your 
own. 1868 Browning Ring $ Bk. vm. 752 uh 1 language 
fails. Shrinks from depicturing his punishment. 

3 . To represent, as a picture, figure, image, or 
symbol does ; «* Depict v. 3. 

1650 Brief Disc. Fut. Hist. Europe 30 The Iron Leggs and 
the Clay Toes depictured the Roman Empire. 1834 Lytton 
Pompeii 133 Features which but one image Jn the world can 
yet depicture and recall. 1853 J. Wilson in Blackw. Mag. 
LXXII. 151 The Outward expresses, depictures the Inward. 

4 . fig. To represent or picture to one’s own mind 
or imagination ; to imagine. 

1775 Adair Atner. Ind. 209 They speedily dress a woman 
with the apparel of either the god, or goddess . . as they 
depicture them according to their own dispositions. # x8oo 
Mrs, Hervey Mouriray Fam. II. 213 Chowles was, in his 
eyes, a contemptible object; and, as such, he depictured 
him. 1876 Miss Braddon % Haggard's Dan. II. i. 5 Any 
idea about the Greeks, whom they depictured to themselves 
vaguely and variously. 

Hence Depictured///. a., Bepi'cturiag’ vbl. sb. ; 
also Bepi'cturement. 

1850 Mrs. Browning Seraphim, I have beheld the ruined 
things Only in depicturings Of angels sent on earthward 
mission. 1886 J. Payne tr. Boccaccio's Decam. w. vii. I, 321 
Terrifying the mind of the foolish with clamours and de- 
picturements. 

Bepi:gmenta*tion. [f. De- II. i + Pigmenta- 
tion.] The condition of being deficient or wanting 
in pigment (in the tissues). 

1889 I. Taylor Origin of Aryans 42 Here depigmentation 
or albinism is very prevalent. 

Depilate (de*pil<dt), v. [f. L. depildt-, ppl. 
stem of depildre to pull out the hair, f. De- I. 2 + 
pilus hair, pildre to deprive of hair. Cf. F. di- 
piler (Pai 4 16th c.). (Pa. t. in Sc. depilat for 
depilatit .)1 

1 . To remove the hair from; to make bare of hair. 
1560 Roll and Crt. Venus 1 n. 29 The hair . . Fra Mr Father 
throw slicht scho depilat. £657 Tomlinson R emu's Disp. 
205 Which places they much desire to depilate and glabrify. 
£853 Hickie tr. A ristoph. (1872) 1 1. 427, 1 am an old woman, 
but depiilated with the lamp. 

1 2 . To deprive of its skin, decorticate, peel. [So 
in Lat.] Obs. rare. 

1620 Venner Via Recta v. 90 Made of Rice accurately de- 
pilated and boyled in milke. 

Hence Depilated, De*pilating ppl. adjs . 


DEPLENISH. 

2876 Duhring Skin Diseases, The extraction of the diseased 
hairs [in tinea sycosis], for which purpose a pair of depilat- 
ing forceps should be used. 

Depilation. (depth? 1 Jhn). [ad. med. or mod. 
L. depildtidn-eni, n. of action from depildre to De- 
pilate. So in ¥.; in 13th c. depilacion (Hatzf.).] 
1 . The action of depriving or stripping of hair; 
the condition of being void of hair. 

1547 Boorde Brev. Health cci. 69 b, Depilacion of a mannes 
heare. 1650 Bulwer Anthropomet. iv. 67 [They] pluck off 
all the haire of their Eye-brows, taking great pride . . m that 
unnaturall depilation. 1861 Wright Ess. Archseol. I. vii. 
131 The practice of depilation prevailed generally among 
the Anglo-Saxon ladies. 1877 Coues & Allen A r . Amer. 
Rod. 616 The depilation of the members is not always com- 
plete ; younger specimens . . show . . hairy tail and feet. 

*[ 2 . The action of spoiling or pillage. Obs. 

1611 Speed Hist. Gt. Brit. ix. x. (1632) 66 1 Orders for 
brideling their excessive depilarions [i. e. of the Pope and 
his agents]. £687 T. K. Veritas Evang. 37 The Depletions 
of Promoters, and other Under Officers, 

t Depilaiive (de*pilritiv), a. Obs. [f. L. de- 
pildt- ppl. stem (see Depilate v.) + -ive, Cf. 
mod.F. ddpilatif, - ive (1732 in Hatzf.).] -De- 
pilatory. 

1562 Turner Herbal n. 1 68 a, All herbes that are depilatiue 
or burners of hare. 1567 Maplkt Gr. Forest 10 They say it 
is vsed to Oyntments depilatiue. 

Depilator (de'piiritai). [agent-n., on L. type, 
f. L. depildre to Depilate.] 

1 . One who deprives of hair ; a shaver, 

1836 E. Howard R. Reefer lvi, The hungry depilator 
seized the razors. 

2 . An instrument for pulling out hairs. 

2889 in Cent. Diet. 

Depilatory (d/pWatari), a. and sb. [f. L« type 
depilat drius , f, depildt - : see Depilate v. and -ory. 
In F. ddpilatoire (Par<$ 16th c.).] 

A. adj. Having the property of removing hair. 

2601 Holland Pliny II, Bats bloud hath a depilatorie 

facultie to fetch off haire. 2766 Pennant ZooL (1776) IV. 
59 (Jod.) ^Elian says that they were depilatory, and. .would 
take away the beard, 1835 Kirby Hob. <$- Inst. A mm. II. 
xxii. 424 It emits a milky saliva, which is depilatory. 

B. sb. A depilatory agent or substance ; a pre- 
paration to remove (growing) hair. 

2606 Holland Sueton. Annot. 12 A Depilatorie, to keepe 
haire from growing. 2650 Bulwer Anthropomet. 229 Who 
because he would never have a Beard, ^ used depilatories. 
2830 Ljndley Nat. Syst. Bot. 76 The_ juice of its leaves is 
a powerful depilatory ; it destroys hair . . without pain. 

t Depi'led, ppl. a. Obs. [Formed after L. de- 
pildt- us, F. depili ; see Depilate #.] Depilated. 

1650 Bulwer Anth?’opomet. u. 48 [Shaving is] uncomely, 
because allied unto depiled baldnesse. 

Bepilous (de’pihs), a . [f. assumed L. type 

*depilds-us : cf. L. depilis without hair, and pildsus 
hairy.] Deprived or void of hair. 

2646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Bp. m. xiv, A Quadruped cor- ' 
ticated and depilous. # Ibid. vi. x, How they [dogs] of some 
Countries became depilous and without any hair at all. 2822 
T. Taylor Apuleiits vn, 1 56 Striking me with a very thick 
stick, he left me [the ass] entirely depilous. 

Depinct v. Obs . : see Depeinct, Depict. 
t Depinge (d/prndg), v. Obs. rare. [ad. L. 
depingere to Depict.] trans. To depict, portray, 
represent by a picture or image. 

26157 Tomlinson Renou's Disp. 263 That same that Garcias 
depmges in other lineaments. 

t Depi*Hge&, Ppl. a. Obs . (app.) Stripped of 
wings and legs. 

2658 R. F ranck North. Mem. (1821) 1 12 To bait for trout . , 

1 commend the canker . . or, if with a depinged locust, you 
will not lose your labour ; nor will you starve your cause, if 
to strip off the kgs of a grasshopper. — 307 Let the Angler 
then have recourse to. .the depinged grasshopper. 

Depla'ce, #. rare. [a. mod.F'. diplacer , in OF. 
desp-i] — Displace v. 

2839 J. Rogers Antipopop. xii, § 5 Purgatory deplaces hell, 
Deplauate (drplanrit), a. rare. [ad. JL. de- 
pldndt-us levelled down, made plain.] 

1883 Syd. Sac. Lex., Deplanate, flattened, smoothened. 

t Bepla-ne, v. Sc. Obs. [f. De- I. 3 + L. 
plan- us plain ; cf. de-dare . ] To make plain, show 
plainly, declare (to). 

2572 Satir. Poems Reform, xxx. 236 The day. is neir ; as 
I dar weili deplane 30W. 

t Deplant (dzpkrnt), V. Obs. [a. F. diplant-er 
(16th c. in Littre) to transplant, L. deplantdre to 
take off a shoot, also to plant, f. De- 1 . 1, 2 + plan- 
tare to plant, planta plant] ‘To transplant 31 
Bailey 1721. (Thence in mod. Diets.) 

Hence fBepIanta-tion. [So in mod.F, (Littre).] 
1656 Blount Glossogr., Deplantation, a taking up Plants. 
(Hence in Bailey, Johnson, etc.). 

Deplenish (dfple-nij), v. [f, De- II. i •+* 
Plenish (Sc.) to furnish a house, to stock a farm ; 
cf. Displenish, Replenish.] 

1 . trans. To deprive (a house) of furniture, or (a 
farm) of stock ; to Displenish. 

2887 Pall Mall Gig Mar. 1/2 'The tenants have sold their 
stock, deplenished their farms. 

2 . gen , To empty of its contents ; the opposite of 
replenish * 

2859 Sala Tw. round Clock(x86x) 244 Theirown deplenished 
'.'pockets. 
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Depletant (dfylftant), a. and sb. Med. [f. 
Deplete v . : see -an® L] 

A. adj . Having the property of depleting (see 
Deplete v. 2 ). B. -r/;. A drug which has this pro- 
perty. 

1880 Libr. Unit*. KnowL VIII. 13 Tonics are often of more 
service [in inflammation] than depletants. 

Deplete (dzplrt), a. [ad. L. depletes emptied 
out, exhausted, pa. pple. of deplere : see next.] 
Depleted, emptied out, exhausted. 

1880 R. Dowling Sport of E. III. 205 The brain was 
remarkably deplete of blood. 1885 L. Oliphant Let. in 
Life (1891) II. xi. 277 Creating openings in the deplete 
organism for access of spirits. 

Deplete (d/plrt), v. [f. L. deplet ppl. stem 
of deplere to bring down or undo the fullness of, 
empty out, let blood, f. De- I. 6 + -pie re to fill.] 

1. trans. To reduce the fullness of; to deprive of 
contents or supplies ; to empty out, exhaust. 

1859 Saxe Poems , Progress 36 Deplete your pocket and 
relieve your purse. 1880 Times 13 Oct. 5/5 The garrison is 
somewhat depleted of troops at the present time. 1884 
Ibid. 8 July ix The demand for coin.. will, .help to deplete 
the Bank's stock of gold. 

2. Med. To empty or relieve the system or 
vessels when overcharged, as by blood-letting or 
purgatives. 

1807 [see Depleting below]. 1858 Copland Diet. Pract. 
Med. I. 105/2 To deplete the vascular system. 3875 H. C, 
Wood Therap. 11879)465 Whenever, in inflammation, it is 
desired to deplete through the bowels. 

Hence Depleted///, a., Depleting vbl.sb. and 
ppl. a. 

1807 Med. jfrnl . XVII. 501 Depleting and antiphlogistic 
remedies were continued. 1870 Daily News 29 Nov., To 
fill her depleted magazines. 1885 Manch. Exam. 29 June 
5/2 The overcrowded village might be even worse to live in 
than the depleted town. 

Depletion© (d^ple-^orik, -plfj^*rik), a. [f. 
De- II. 3 + Plethoric.] Characterized by the 
absence of plethora. 

1837 T. Doubleday in Blackw. Mag. XLI. 365 In order to 
remedy this [plethoric state of plants], gardeners and florists 
are accustomed to produce the opposite, or ‘ deplethoric 
state', by artificial means. This they denominate ‘giving 
a check*. 1882 Pop. Sc. Monthly Nov. 39 Doubleday at- 
tempted to demonstrate that . . the deplethoric state is 
favorable to fertility. 

Depletion (d/plrjhn). [ad. L. type ^depletion- 
em (perh. used in med. or mod.L.), n. of action 
from deplere , deplet- to Deplete. Cf. mod.F. di- 
plition (term of medicine) in Littre. (The cl.L. 
equivalent was depletura'. )] 

1. The action of depleting, or condition of being 
depleted; emptying of contents or supplies; ex- 
haustion. 

1656 Blount Glossogr., Depletion , an emptying;. 3852 D. 
G. Mitchell Batie Summer 214 With coffers in the last 
stages of depletion. 1889 Spectator 14 Sept., The depletion 
of London to the benefit of other English cities. 

2. Med. The emptying or relieving of over- 
charged vessels of the body ; reduction of plethora 
or congestion by medicinal agency ; bleeding. 

a 1735 Arbuthnot (J.>, Depletion of the vessels gives room 
to the fluid to expand itself. 1803 Med. JmL X. 471 The 
mode of treatment . . was depletion, followed by a mercurial 
salivation. 1874 Van Buren’s Dis. Genii . Org. 83 The 
acute symptoms , . yield rapidly to local depletion and seda- 
tives. 189a Times 1 Sept. 7/2 Some blood letting was neces- 
sary and natural ; but apparently it has gone on so long 
that a period of depletion has set in. 

Hence Beple*tionist, an advocate of depletion. 
1883 Sat. Rent. 14 Apr. 464 Two general views on that 
question [Scotch crofters] . . may be summarized by the two 
words ‘ impletionist ’ and ‘ depletionist ’. 

Depletive (diplz tiv), a. and sb. Med. [mod. f. 
L. deplet- ppl, stem of deplere to Deplete + -ive. 
Cf. mod.F. deplitif (medical term) in Littre.] 

A. adj. Characterized by depletion. B. sb. A 
drug having the property of producing depletion. 

1835 Wardrop Bleed mg (L.), Depletive treatment is contra- 
indicated . . She had been exhausted by depletives. 1885 
W. Roberts Treat. Ur in. Diseases in. 1. (ed. 4) 410 Active 
depletive measures are indicated. 

Depletory (d/plTtari), a. Med. [f. as prec. + 
-ory.j Producing depletion, depletive. 

3849 Claridge Cold Water Cure ixo Leeching and severe 
depletory measures are decidedly wrong. 1875 H. C. W ood 
Therap. (1879 535 In the one case depletory medicines are 
indicated, in the other case tonics are no less essential, 
t Deplica*tion. Ohs. rare. [n. of action f. 
med L, depliedre to unfold, f. De- I. 6 + pliedre 
to fold.] Unfolding, display. 

1648 w. Mountague Devout Ess. 1. xv. §3 (R.) An un- 
folding and deplication of the inside of this order. 1656 
Blount Glossogr., Deputation, an unfolding. 
DeploraMlity (d/plo^rabi'liti). rare. [f.next; 
see -ity.] The quality of being deplorable ; an 
instance of this, a deplorable matter. 

1854 T ait's Mag. XXL 167 It does not prevent occasional 
obscurities and deplorabilities. 1856 Times 18 Jan. (L.), The 
deplorability of war in general 

Deplorable (dfplo^raVl), a. [mod. f. L, de- 
plbrare to Deplore : see -ble. Cf. F. deplorable 
(1:1600 in Hatzf., not in Cotgr. 1611).] 


1. To be deplored or lamented ; lamentable, very 
sad, grievous, miserable, wretched. Now chiefly 
used of events, conditions, circumstances. 

* It is sometimes, in a more lax and jocular sense, used for 
contemptible ; despicable : as, deplorable nonsense ; deplor- 
able stupidity’ (Johnson'. 

x6ia E. Grimstone (title), Mathieu's Heroyk Life and 
Deplorable Death of The most Christian King Henry the 
Fourth. 1631 Massinger Beleeve as you list iv. ii, The 
storie of Your most deplorable fortune. #2687 Cotton 
Pindar. Ode , Beauty (R.j, He . . does betray A deplorable 
want of sense. 1710 Swift Tatler No. 230 p 2 The deplor- 
able Ignorance that . . hath reigned among our English 
Writers. 1759 Robertson Hist . Scotl. l. iv. 330 The people 
beheld the deplorable situation of their sovereign with in- 
sensibility. 1860 Tyndall Glac. 1. xxii. 160 If climbing 
without guides were to become habitual, deplorable con- 
sequences would . . ensue. 

f b. Formerly said of persons or things of which 
the state is lamentable or wretched. Obs . 

3642 J. M. Argt. cone. Militia 13 Our deplorable brethren 
and neighbours. 1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. vi. v. 291 
A deplorable and comfortlesse Winter. 1682 Bunyan Holy 
War 1X2 Thou pretendest a right to the deplorable town of 
Mansoul. 

+ 2. Given up as hopeless ; = Deplorate. rare. 

1684 tr. Bonet' s Merc. Compit. vm. 300 That not deplorable 
persons, but such as have strength, be tapped. 

B. as sb. pi. Deplorable ills. 

3830 Scott JmL II. 157 An old fellow, mauled with rheu- 
matism and other deplorables. 

Deplo*rableness. [f. prec. + -ness.] The 
state or condition of being deplorable; misery, 
wretchedness. 

1648 Hammond Serm. x. Wks. 1684 IV. 536 The sadness 
and deplorableness of this estate. 3679 J. Goodman Penit. 
Pardoned m. iv. (1713) 32* He. .hath known by sad ex- 
perience the deplorableness of that condition. 

Deplo*rably, adv. [f. as prec. 4 - -ly 2 .] In a 
deplorable manner, or to a deplorable degree ; 
lamentably, miserably, wretchedly. 

1653 H. More Antid. Ath. hi. xiv. (17x2) 130 If he be not 
desperately wicked or deplorably miserable. 1782 V. Knox 
Ess. 1 34 (R.) Editions of Greek and Latin classics .^deplorably 
incorrect. 1878 Lecky Eng. in 38 th C. Il. viii. 452 The 
defences had been so deplorably neglected. 

t DeplO'rate, a. Obs. [ad. L. dcpldrdlus be- 
wept, given up as hopeless, pa. pple. of deplordre 
to Deplore.] Given up as hopeless; desperate. 

1529 Sttpplic . to King 46 This deplorate 81 miserable sorte 
of blynde shepherdes. 1615 Crooke Body of Man 92 In 
a deplorate or desperate dropsie. 1691 Baxter Nat. Ch. xiii. 
54 Those that, .are not deplorate in Diabolism. 2695 Phil. 
Trans. XIX. 73 Many other Mysteries in Matlxematicks, 
which were before held as deplorate. 

Deploration (dfploor^’Jan). Now rare. In 
5 -acyon, 6 -atioun. [Ultimately ad. L. deplora- 
iidn-em, n. of action £ deplordre to Deplore ; but 
in Caxton and early Sc. perh. from French.] 

1. The action of deploring ; lamentation. 

1533 Bellenden Livy 1. (1822) 3 The deplorarioun of sic 
miseryis. 2582 Bentley Mon. Matrones ii. 151 The bitter 
deploration of mine offences. 1627 Bp. Hall Gt. Impostor 
507 The meditation and deploration of our owne danger and 
misery. 3831 Examiner 482/2 We cannot run over a tenth 
part of the deplorations that occur. 

fb. Formerly, a title for elegiac poems or other 
compositions ; a lament. [So in French.] 

1537 Lyndesay (title). The Deploratioun of the Deith of 
Quene Magdalene. 

f 2. Deplorable condition, misery. Obs. rare . 

1490 Caxton Eneydos ii. 16 It shoide be an harde thynge 
. . to putte in forgetynge her swete firste lyf and now her 
deploracyon. 

t Deplo*rative s a. Obs. [f. deplorat ppl, 
stem of L. deplordre to Deplore + -ive.] Charac- 
terized by or expressing deploration. 

2610 Healey St. Aug.Citie of God v in., xxvi. (1620) 3x5 
Hermes himself in his deploratiue passage . . doth plainly 
auerre that the Egyptian gods were all dead men. 

Deplore (d/'plo^i), v. Also 6 Sc. deploir. 
[Ultimately ad. L. deplordre to weep bitterly, wail, 
bewail, deplore, give up as lost, f. De- I. 3 + plorare 
to weep, bewail. Cf. F. dip l or er, in OF. desplorer, 
deplourer, depleurer. It. deplorare, to deplore, bewail 
(FlorioL The Eng. was possibly from F. or It.] 

1. trans . To weep for, bewail, lament ; to grieve 
over, regret deeply. 

1567 Satir. Poems Reform, vii. 75 Quhatduilfull mynde 
mycht dewlie this deploir? 1591 Spenser Ruines of Time 
658 He . . left me here his Iosse for to deplore. 2659 B. Harris 
Parivals Iron Age 77 He was killed by a Musket bullet. 
He. .was much deplored, by the whole Party. 2814 Cary 
Dante’s Inf. xi. 44 He. .must aye deplore With unavailing 
penitence his crime. 1852 Tennyson Ode Dk. of Wellington 
ii, Where shall we lay the man whom we deplore? 

+ b. To tell with grief or lamentation. Obs. 

1601 Shaks. Twel. N. in. i. 174 Neuer more Will I my 
Masters teares to you deplore. 

f C. To shed like tears, * weep \ Obs. rare. 

1602 Chester Love's Mart., Dial, lxv, The Turpentine that 
sweet iuyee doth deplore. 

2. intr. To lament, mourn. Now rare or Obs. 
163 a Lithgow Trav. x. 485 My Muse left; to rnourne for 

my Liberty, deplored thus: [verses follow]. 1638 Sir T. 
Herbert Trav, (ed. 2) 45 Bid him fulfill the ceremoniall law 
of deploring for ten dayes. 1776 Mickle tr, Camoens * 
Lusiad 262 Along the shore The Halcyons, mindful of their 
fate deplore. 


BEPLUMATED. 

d* 3. trans . To give up as hopeless, fo despair of. 
Obs. rare. 

2559 [see Deplored 2]. 1605 Bacon Adv. Learn, tlx. § 7 

The physicians . . do make a kind of scruple and religion to 
stay with the patient after the disease is deplored, a 1729 
Congreve Poems , To Ld. Halifax 29 A true Poetick State 
we had deplor’d. 

Hence Deplo ring 1 vbl. sb. and ppl. a. ; also 
Beplo-ringly adv. 

1592 Shaks. Two Gent. hi. ii. 85 To their Instruments 
Tune a deploring dumpe. 1847 Craig, Dep boringly. 1 £6$ 
Dickens Mitt. Er. in. xiii, Mr. Fledgeby shook his head de- 
ploringly. 1880 G. Meredith 7 rag. Com. xix. (1892) 256 
As little was he the vanished God whom his working people 
hailed deploringly. 

Deplored (diplo®\id, -red),///, a. [f. prec. 4 - 
-ed 1 ; rendering L. deplbrdt-us Deplorate.] 

1. Lamented, mourned for. 

1 2. Given up as hopeless; desperate; «= De- 
florate. Obs. 

1559 Kennedy Let t, to Willockm Wodr. Sac. Misc.i 1844' 276 
The maist deplorit heretykis quhilk euer wes. 2620 Venner 
Via Recta Introd. 12 Who with deplored diseases, .resort to 
our Baths. 2655 Gurnall Chr. in A rm. xiv. (1669)300/1 His 
affairs were in such a desperate and deplored condition. 
Hence Deplo*redly adv., Deplo redness. 

2656 Artif. Handsom. 72 To be deploredly old, and 
affectedly young, is not only a great folly, but a grosse 
deformity. i6q8-xx Bp. Hall Medit., Love of Christ § 2 
The deploredness of our condition did but heighten that 
holy flame. 1675 Brooks Gold. Key Wks. 1867 V. 201. 

t Deplo*rement. Obs. rare. [f. Deplore v. 
+ -ment.] The act of deploring ; lamentation. 

1593 Nashe ChrisPs T. (X613) 9 O that I did weepe in 
vaine, that your defilements & pollutions gaue mee no true 
cause of deplorement. 2623 Cockeram, Deplorement , weep- 
ing, lamenting. 

Deplorer (d/plooToi). [f. as prec. + -erL] 
One who deplores. 

1687 Boyle Martyrd. Theodora xi. (1703) 267 All the 
other spectators of her sufferings, were deplorers of them too. 

Deploy, sb. MU. [f. Deploy v. Cf. OF. 
desploi, -ploy. Display.] The action or evolution 
of deploying. 

1706 Instr. # Reg. Cavalry (1813) 126 From this situation 
of the flank march, it is that every regiment is required to 
begin the deploy, when forming in line with others. 1870 
tr. Erclemann-C katrian’ s Waterloo 245 When they began 
to talk of the distance of the deploys, 

Deploy (//plor), v. [a. F. diployer , in OF. 
desployer, orig. desplcieri— L. displicare (in late and 
med.L.) to unfold. In its AFr. form regularly 
adopted in ME. as desplay , Display. Caxton used 
the forms deploye , dysploye after Parisian Fr., but 
the actual adoption of deploy in a specific sense 
took place in the end of the 1 8th c.] 

+ 1. (in Caxton) trans. To unfold, display. Obs. 
c 1477 Caxton Jason 112 Anon they deployed their saylle. 
2490 — Eneydos xxvii. 96 To sprede and dysploye the sayless. 

2. Mil. a. trans. To spread out (troops) so as 
to form a more extended line of small depth. 

2786 Progress of Warm Europ. Mag. IX. 184 His columns 
. . are with ease and order soon deploy'd. 28x8 Todd, De- 
ploy, a military word of modem times, hardly wanted in our 
language ; for it is, literally, to display. A column of troops 
is deployed, when the divisions spread wide, or open out. 
1863 Life in the South II. i. xx Other companies were de- 
ployed along the stream. 

fig, c 1829 Landor Wks. (1868) II. 206/2 But now deploy 
your throats, and cry, rascals, cry * Vive la Reine '. 2865 
M. Arnold Ess. Crit. ii. (1875) 97 An English poet deploying 
all the forces of his genius. 

b. intr. Of a body of troops : To open out so 
as to form a more extended front or line. Also fig. 

1796 Instr. <5* Reg. Cavalry^ (1813) 117 Before the close 
column deploys, its head division must be on the line into 
which it is to extend. 2799 Wellington in Gurw. Deep. 
I. 22 The right wing, having deployed into line, began to 
advance. 2870 Disraeli Lothair lviii. 309 The main columns 
of the infantry began to deploy from the heights. 
fig. 2848 Dickens Dombey v, Mrs. Chick was constantly 
deploying into the centre aisle to send put messages by the 
pew-opener. 2873 Geikie Gt. Ice Age xix. 249 None of these 
[glaciers] ever got out from the mountain valleys to deploy 
upon the low-grounds. 

Hence Deployed ppl. a. f Deploying vbl. sb. 
and ppl. a. 

1852 Mayne Reid Scalp Hunt, xxxviii. 292 They behold 
the deploying of the line. 2863 Kixglake Crimea II. 216 
Able to show a deployed front to the enemy. 

Deployment. Mil. [ad. F. diploiement (1 798 
in Diet. Acad.), f. diployer : see Deploy zl, and 
-ment.] The action of deploying ; —Deploy ^<5. 

1796 Instr. Reg. Cavalry (1813) 117 The close column of 
the regiment forms in line, on its front, on its rear, or on any 
central division, by the deployment or flank march by three’s, 
and by which it successively uncovers and extends its several 
divisions. 1868 Kinglake Crimea(ed. 6) III. i. 38 Those divi- 
sions were halted, and their deployment immediately began. 

Beplumate (dzpBzrmct), a. [ad. med.L. de- 
plumdt-us, pa. pple. of deplumare to Deplume.] 
Stripped of feathers, deplumed. 

1883 Syd. Sac. Lex., Deplumate, without, or having lost, 
its feathers. 

Deplumated, ppl. a. [-ed L] « prec. 

3727 Bajley vol. II, Deplumated, having the Feathers 
taken off. 28x9 G. S. Faber Dispens . (1823) II. 424 Shut 
up in the prison of gross fleshy with deplumated wings and 
scanty opportunities. . the soul is compelled to toil 
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Beplumatioa (dfph'&m^-Jbn). [a. F. dsplwn • 
ation (Cotgr. 1611), n. of action from ddplumer to 
Dbplume.] The action of depluming, or condition 
of being deplumed : loss of feathers, plumes, orjf^. 
of honours, etc. 

(In quot. 1834 humorously for ‘plucking' in examination.) 
1611 Cotgr., Deplumation, a deplumation, pluming, vn- 
feathering. 1662 R. W[alden] {titled The Deplumation of 
Mrs. Anne Gibbs, of those furtivous perfections whereof she 
was supposed a Proprietary. 1662 Stilungfl. Orig. Sacr. 
in. iii. § 15. (ed. 31 512 Through the violence of her moulting 
or deplumation. 1827 G. S. Faber Sacred Cal. Prophecy ( 1 844) 
II. 34 Notwithstanding the downfall produced by this de- 
plumation, it [the first Wild-Beast] afterward became erect 
upon its feet, like a man. 1834 Oxf. Univ. Mag. I. 28c) Lest 
..we recall to painful remembrance the forgotten miseries 
of deplumation. 

If Falk. (See quots.) 

1706 Phillips (ed. Kersey), Deplumation . in Surgery , a 
swelling of the Eyelids, accompany'd with the fall of the 
Hairs from the Eye-brows. 1883 Syd. Soc. Lex., Depluma- 
tion . .old term for a disease of the eyelids which causes the 
eyelashes to fall off iGr. irriA w<n$). 

Deplume (di'pl'xrm), v. fad. F. ddplum&r (in 
OF. desplumer ), or mecLL. depliimare, L De- I. 6 
+ L. pluma feather.] 

1 . trans. To strip of feathers; to pinch the feathers 

c 1430 Pallad. m Hush. 1. 698 Twies a yere deplumed may 
thai be, 1575 Turberv. Faulconrie 310 Ye must cast your 
hawke handsomly, and deplume hir head behinde .. and 
anoynt it with butter and swynes bloud. 165* N. Bacon 
Disc. Govt. Eng. n. xxx. 1739) I 4 I Thus was the Roman 
Eagle deplumed, every Bird had its own Feather. 1651-3 
Ter. Taylor Semi, for Venn. xv. 188 Such a person is like 
Homers bird, deplumes himselfe to feather all the naked 
callows that he sees. 1774 Pennant Tour Scot, in 1772, 237 
From the circumstance of its depluming its breast. 1847 
Gosse Birds of Jamaica 293 [The pigeons] are. .deplumed 
and drawn, .before they are sent to market. 

b. To strip off (feathers', rare. 

1599 Broughton's Lett. viii. 28 There are that will ..de- 
plume your borrowed feathers. 

c. trans/. To pluck or cut off hair from. rare. 
1775 Adair Amer. hid. 6 Holding this Indian razor be- 
tween their fore-finger and thumb, they deplume themselves, 
after the manner of the Jewish novitiate priests. 

2 . fig. To strip or deprive of honour, ornament, 
wealth, or the like. 

[1567 Drant Horace Epist. it. ii. H ij, Thence lighted I in 
Thessalie of fathers then deplumde.] 1651 Fullers Abel 
JR edits,, Andrewes (1867) II. 174 [The bishopric] of Ely 
[before it was so much deplumed), a 1661 F uli.er Worthies m. 
(1662) x <58 This Scotish Demster is an arrant rook, depluming 
England, Ireland and Wales, of famous Writers, meerly to 
feather his own Country therewith. 1779 Gibbon Misc. Whs. 
(1814) IV. 588 His favourite amusement of depluming ire. 
1883 L. Wingfield A. Reive I. xi. 258 [They] kept gaming- 
tables. . where the unwary were speedily deplumed. 

Hence Deplirmed ppl. a., Deplirming vbl. sb. 
1638 Shirley Mart. Soldier in. iv. in Bullen O. PL I. 219 
The live taile of a deplum[e]d Henne, 1655 Fuller Ch. 
Hist- v. iii. § 63 Thus on the depluming of the Pope every 
bird had his own feather. 1793 Residence in France (1797) 
I. 170 A fowl . . dressed without any other preparation than 
that of depluming. 1890 H„ A. Hazen in Science 23 May 
313/2 The most singular fact is that the fowl lives under the 
depluming process [in a tornado], 

Depn.es, obs. form of Deepness. 

Depoeticisse (dfip^ie-tisoiz), v. [De- II. 1.] 
trans. To deprive of what is poetic ; to render 
prosaic. 

1813 Examiner 10 May 300/1 Pope’s villa, .still survives. . 
though much depoeticized with improvements. . 1887 Temple 
Bar Mag. Sept. 73 Depressing and stale reflections upon the 
depoeticising influence of humanity. 

Depoetize (d^n-etoiz), v. [De- II. I.] trans. 
To deprive of the character of a poet ; also, to 
deprive of poetic character ; — prec. 

1865 Pall Mall G. No. 192. 4/2 The presence of cottages. . 
depoetizes the scene. 1886 Athenaeum 24 July 117 Such 
writing is a relief after reading the men of the decadence, 
the pessimists who endeavour to depoetize life for us. 
Depois, obs. Sc. form of Depose. 

Depolarize (dfydu-iarsiz), v. [De- II. i.] 
trans. To deprive of polarity ; to reverse or destroy 
the effect of polarization. 

a. Optics . To change the direction of polarization 
of (a polarized ray) so that it is no longer arrested 
by the analyzer in a polariscope. 

j 18x9 Edin. Rev. XXXII. x 80 The light becomes depolar- 
lsed. 1854 J. Scoffern in OrEs Circ. Sc., Ckem. 76 The 
interposition of the mica must have depolarized the ray. 

b. Electr. and JMagn. To deprive of polarity. 
Alsoy%*. 

x85o O. W. Holmes Prof Breakf.4. i, To depolarize every 
fixed religious idea in the mind by changing the word which 
stands for it. x866 E. Hopkins \n Athenaeum 22 Sept. 369/3 
The iron is hard, and requires to be depolarized like a steel 
bar. 

Hence Depolarized ppl. a., Depolarizing vbl. 
sb. and ppl. a. Also Depolariza'tion, the action 
or process of depolarizing. 

1815 Brewster in Phil. Trans. 29 (title) Experiments on 
the Depolarization of Light. 1818 Whevvell in Todhunter 
Acc. VVPs Wks. (1876) II. 3X The neutral and depolarizing 
axes, i860 O. W, Holmes Prof. Breakf.4. i, Scepticism is 
afraid to trust its truths in depolarized words. 1871 B. 
Stewart Heat § 793 Forbes was able to prove the circular 
polarization and depolarization of heat 
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Depolarizer (di/ff-riaroizai). [-erL] That 
which depolarizes ; an instrument or apparatus for 
producing depolarization. 

1846 Joyce Sci. Dial, xxiii. 336 In this case the thin film 
is called a depolarizer. 1894 Daily News 22 May 5/2 Voltaic 
combinations with a fused electrolyte and a gaseous de- 
polariser. 

Depolish. ( dlpgli/, v. [f. De- II. x + Polish, 
after V . dipolir, depoliss-ant (in Furetiere, 1690).] 
trans , To remove the polish from, deprive of polish. 
Hence Depolished ppl. a. 

1873 Tyndall Fragni. Sc. I. vii. Niagara , Glass may he 
depolished by the impact of fine shot. 1875 TJre Diet . Arts 
II. 639 s. v. Gilding , The surface [prepared for gilding] 
should now appear somewhat depolished ; for when it is very 
smooth, the gold does not adhere so well. 2884 Public 
Opinion 5 Sept. 305/1 A depolished bowl with cut facets. 

Depolitiealize : see De- II. 1. 

f Depalrtion. Obs. rare'- 0 , [ad. L. depoll- 
tion-em , n. of action from depolire to polish off.] 

1656 Blount Glossogr ., Depolitlon , a polishing, perfecting, 
or finishing. 

Depone (d/pJ«*n), v. Chiefly Sc. [ad. L. de- 
ponere to lay away or aside, to lay down, put 
down, depose, deposit; in med.L. to testify (D11 
Cange) ; f. De- Li, 2 -r ponere to put, place; cf. 
Depose vl\ 

f 1 . trans. To lay down (a burden, an office) ; 
to deposit. Obs. 

1533 Bellenden Livy iv. (1822) 357 He had catisit the 
maister of chevelry to depone his office. 1649-30 Foord in 
M. P. Brown Suppl. Dec. I. 394 (Jam.) Who had deponed 
his money in David his hand, a 1843 Southey Inscriptions 
xli, The obedient element Sifts or depones its burthen. 

f 2 . To remove from office ; = Depose v. 3. Obs. 

1533 Bellenden Livy 11. (1822; 106 Gif he . . had deponit 
ony of the kingis afore rehersit fra tliair empire and king- 
dorne. 

3 . To state or declare upon oath to Depose. 

a. with simple object ; also f to depone an oath (serment). 

1549 Compl. Scot. xv. 136 lumus brutus gart them depone 

ane serment that thai suld al concur. 1637-50 Row Hist. 
Kirk (1842] 26 He himself hes confessed all that they de- 
poned.’ 1834 H. Miller Scenes <$• Leg. xxl (1857) 312 Any 
thing they could have to depone anent the spulzie, 

b. with clause. 

1600 Cowrie’s Conspir. in Select. Marl. Misc. (7793] 198 
Andrew Hendersoun . . Depones, that the earle enquyred of 
him what he would be doing vppon the morrow. x68x 
Glanvill Sadducismus n. 297 Andr. Martin Servitour to 
the Lord of Pollock . . Depones, that he w m present in the 
house. 1830 Scott Demonol. viii. 265 Who deponed that he 
saw a cat jump into the accused person's cottage window. 
1842 Barham Ingot. Leg., Dead Drummer, One Mr. Jones 
Comes forth and depones That fifteen years since he had 
heard certain groans. 

4 . intr. To declare upon oath ; to testify, bear 
testimony. Also fig. 

1640 R. Baillik Canterb. Self Convict. 34 Two witnesses 
,. deponing before all England to King James, x68o G. 
Hickes Spirit of Popery 26 Prosecuted for not deponeing 
in the matter of Field - M eetings. 1 793 7 rial of Fy she Palmer 
66 He was the more difficulted to depone to the letter, as, etc. 
1835 Alison Hist. Europe >1849-50) III. xiv. § 30. 164 He 
could not depone to one fact against the accused. 
fig. 1833 Chalmers Bridgewater Treat. 1. i. 6x This fact 
or phenomenon . , depones strongly both for a God and for 
the supreme righteousness of his nature. 1856 Ferrier Inst. 
Metapk. 414 We cannot be ignorant of what is deponed to 
in the opposites of the axiom. 

Deponent (d£p0“*nent\ a. and sb. [ad. L. de- 
ponent-em , pr. pple. of deponere (see prec.), spec, 
used by the late L. grammarians as in sense i.j 

A. adj. Gram . Of verbs : Passive or middle in 
form but active in meaning : originally a term of 
Latin Grammar. 

Both form and meaning were originally reflexive (e. g. ut or 
I serve myself, fruor I delight myself projjciscor I put 
myself forward, etc.), as in the Middle Voice in Greek; as, 
however, in ordinary verbs? the reflexive form had become a 
passive in Latin, these verbs were erroneously regarded as 
having laid aside or dropped a passive meaning, whence 
the name. In reality, what was laid aside, or lost sight of, 
was the reflexive sense. 

1528 Tindale Obed. Chr. Man (1573) 130 [He] maketh a 
verbe passive of a verbe deponent. 1669 Milton A ccedence 
Wks. (1847)467/1 Of verbs deponent come participles both 
ofthe activeaud passive form. 1859 Donaldson Grk. Gram. 
| 433 A deponent verb is one whicn though exclusively pas- 
sive or middle in its inflexions, has so entirely deponed or 
laid aside its original meaning, that it is used in all respects 
like a transitive or neuter verb of the active form. 1871 
Goodwin Grk. Gram. (1882) 80 Deponent verbs are those 
which have no active voice, but are used in the middle or 
passive forms with an active sense. 

B. sb. 

1 . A deponent verb. 

1530 Palsgr. Introd. 34 All such verbes as be used in the 
Jatin tong, lyke neuters or deponentes. x6ia Brinsley Pos. 
Parts (1669) 36 Are Deponents and Commons declined like 
Passives ? c 1790 Cow per Comment, on P. L . ii. 506 Wks. 
(1837) XV. 320 The verb dissolve in the common use of it is 
either active or passive, and we should say, either that the 
council dissolved itself, or that it was dissolved ; but Milton 
here uses it as a deponent. 1871 Goodwin Grk. Gram. (1892) 
91 Deponents generally have the aorist and future ofthe 
middle form. 

2 . One who deposes or makes a deposition under 
oath ; one 'who gives written testimony to be used 
as evidence in a court of justice or for other purpose. 


DEPOPULATE. 

3548 Hall Ckron. Hen. VIII, an. 6 (R.) t The sayde de- 
ponent sayeth, that on Saturdaye. .he toke the charge of the 
pryson. 1621 Elsing Debates Ho. Lords (Camden) 141 The 
said Jarvis Unwoon told this deponent he would pull this 
deponent's flesh from his jawes if he wold not be conformable 
to cheire wills. 17x3 Swift Poems, Cadenus <$• V . 68 Witness 
ready to attest ..That ev’ry article was true; Nor further 
those deponents knew. 1803 Wellington in Gurw. Desp. 
II. 493 These depositions do not contain one word of truth, 
excepting that the deponents deserted from the service. 1878 
Lecky Fug. in 18 th C. II. vi. 165 Dean Jones himself was 
the deponent. 

tBepcrner. Obs. [f. Depone v. + -er b] One 
who depones : in Sc. Law ~ Deponent sb. 2. 

x6oo Sc. Acts Jas. VI 1814) 203 (Jam. 1 The Duik of Lennox 
. .deponis, that, .this deponar for the tyme being in Falkland 
..he saw maister Alexander Ruthven [etc.]. 1634 State 

Trials, Ld. Balmerino 7 June, Before he hacl ended it, he 
sayd to the deponer, Mr, John, I entreat you [etc.]. 1752 

J. Louthian Form of Process ed. 2. 107 That the Banners 
Presence may over-aw the Deponer. 

t DepO’mble, a. Obs . rare- 0 , [f. L. type 
*depdnihilis , f. deponere : see Depone and -ble.] 
Capable of being deposed (from office, etc.). 
Hen ce f Depo^iMTity. Obs rare. 

1635 T. Preston Lei. in Foley Eng. Province Soc. Jesus 
L 1. 257 They intend at Rome . . that deponibility, which is 
the only chief thing denied in the oath, must not be meddled 
withal. 

f Deponrtion. Sc. Obs. rare. = Deposition 5. 

1492 Act. Dom. Cone. 284 (Jam.) The deponitiouns of the 
witnes now takin. 

Depoost : see Depost. 

t Bepo’pulacy. Ohs. [f. Depopulate///, a. 
(see -acy) : cf. degeneracy .] Depopulated condition. 

16 . . Chapman Batrachom. 405 O J ove, neither She nor I . . 
can keep depopttlacy From off the Frogs ! 

Bepoptilarise (d/p^pizHarsiz), za [f. De- II. 

1 + Popularize v.] trans. To deprive of popu- 
larity, render unpopular. 

1834 Blacktv. Mag. XXXVI. 227 Not to depopularize a 
new-born power endeavouring to strengthen id elf. 1849 
Grote Greece 11. lxxii. (1862) VI. 365 But Sparta had not yet 
become depopularized. 1883 Daily News 3 July 5/7 There 
is nothing that tends so much to depopularise a Minister. 

Depopulate, ppl. a. [ad. L. depopulat-us , pa. 
pple. of depopuldre {-art), in its med.L. sense.] 
Laid waste ; deprived (wholly or partly ) of inhabit- 
ants. Lsvd f as pa. pple. in which use it was at 
length superseded by depopulated ; b. as adj. now 
arch, ot poet. 

a. 1531 Elyot Gov. i. ii, The kynge of Mede had de- 
populate the countrey. 1580 North Plutarch (1676) 377 
By spoil of Wars depopulate, destroyed and disgrast. 

b. 1622 F. Markham Bk. War m. iv. 94 [A] Country that 
is poore and wasted or barren or depopulate. 1737 N. Clarke 
Hist. Bible ii. <17401 127 Locusts, which left the earth as 
naked and depopulate. x8i8 Shelley Lines Euganean Hills 
127 When the sea-mew Flies, as once before it flew, O’er 
thine isles depopulate. 1855 Chamier My Trav. ILL ii. 51 
The people, .are half starved, badly clothed, and depopulate. 

Depopulate (d/p^-ph/Lt), v. [f. ppl. stem of 
L. depopuldre (usually deponent -dri) to lay waste, 
ravage, pillage, spoil ; f. De- I. 3 ^popular e \-dri) 
to lay waste, ravage, spoil (f. populus people), lit. 
to spread or pour in a multitude over (a region) ; 
but in med.L. to spoil of people, depopulate, in 
sense associated with the Komnnic parallel form 
*dispopulare, whence It. despopolare \dipopolare\ 
Sp. despoblar, Pr. despovoar , OF. des-, de-pc upler, 
now dlpeupler, English Dispeople, Depeople,] 

+ 1 . trans. To ravage, plunder, lay waste. Obs. 

1548 Hall Ckron. 56 He set furth toward Caen. . depopu- 
latyng the countrey, & destroiyng the villages. 1623 Bacon 
Hen. VII (J ), He turned his arms upon unarmed and un- 

f rovided people, to spoil only and depopulate. 1641 G. 

'itzGerald in Lis more Papers Ser. 11. (1S88) IV. 246 The 
enemy, .robbed, .my servants and Depopulated my Lands. 
1670 Milton E/isL Eng. vi. Ethelred, he., enter'd into 
Mercia, .depopulating all places in their way. 

2 . To deprive wholly or partially of inhabitants ; 
to reduce the population of. 

1594 Privy Council in Arb, Garner I. 301 Many towns and. 
villages upon the sea coasts are. .wonderfully decayed, and 
some wonderfully depopulated. 1607 Shaks. Cor. ni. i. 264. 
1634 Sir T. Herbert Trav. 216 A Village . . lately depopu- 
lated from her Inhabitants, by command from the Spanish 
King. 1690 Child Disc. Trade (1694) 50 The late Plague, 
which did much depopulate this Kingdom. 1777 Watson 
Philip II (1839) 271 Depopulating the maritime provinces 
by the expulsion of heretics. 1837 Landor Wks. (1868) XL 
339/1 The pestilence which depopulated the cities of Italy 
and ravaged the whole of Europe, 
b. transfi and fig. 

1607 Topsell " Four f Beasts (1658) 361 [Lions] excell . . in 
cruelty, . depopulating the flocks and herds of cattel. x686 
F. Spence tr. Varilla's Ho. Medicis 422 Whole forests and 
valleys were. . depopulated of game. 1700 T. Brown A musem. 
Sir v Sr Comic 06 The other Knaves will . . Depopulate your 
Mouths . . and) take as much for drawing out an Old Tooth, 
as [etc.]. *725 Bradley Fam. Diet. s.v. Rabbit , Turn ’em 
[Does] loose, that you may not depopulate your Warrens. 
X77X Goldsm. Hist. Eng, I. 282 An enterprise that, had, in 
a great measure, depopulated Europe of its bravest forces. 
fS. To reduce or lessen the number of (people, 
etc.) ; to thin. Obs. 

*545 Jo ye Exp. Dan. xi. (1547) 182 The Jewes were euer 
ouerrunne and depopulated of both y* hostes. c x6x x Chap- 
man Iliad XL 173 The soldier-loving Atreus' son . , Depopu- 
lating troops of mem 1798 R. P, Tour in Wales 24 (MS.) 
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DEPOSE, 


DEPOPULATION. 

The modern spirit of depopulating trees having here left a 
gloomy house on a shaven lawn. 

4 . intr. To become less populous. 

In the first two quots. prob. for was a-depopulating = was 
being depopulated. 

[1761 Hume Hist. Eng. II. App. iii. 52! The kingdom was 
depopulating from the increase of enclosures. 1770 Goldsm. 
Des. Vill. Bed., An inquiry whether the country be de. 
populating or not.] 1882 Stevenson Stud. Men $ Bks. 195 
Our Henry Sixth made his Joyous Entry dismally enough 
into disaffected and depopulating Paris. 
f 5 .trans. To destroy, cut off. Obs. 

1576 Baker Jewell of Health 215 With this licour may you 
depopulate or cut of any member. 1650 Bulwer Anthropo- 
met. 131 With Depilatories burn up and depopulate the 
Genital matter thereof. 

Hence Depopulated, Depo'pulating, ppl. adjs. 
1623 Sanderson Serm. (1637) 143 In these hard and de- 
populating times. 1632 Lithgow Trav. x. 450 In that narrow 
depopulated street. 1643 Prynne Sov. Power Pari. m. 84 
The Kings Popish depopulating Cavaleers. 1674 R. Godfrey 
Inf 4 Ad. Physic 7 A depopulating Plague. 1799 J. Robert- 
son Agric.Perth 419 A depopulated, neglected, mountainous 
country. 1821 Examiner 1 Apr. 206/2 A depopulating war 
was scattering its horrors throughout all Europe. 1875 
Hamerton fntell. Life xn. iii. 448 The depopulated deserts 
of Breadalbane. 

Depopulation (cli^pi^Jbn). Also 5-6 
-acion. [ad. L. depopulatidn-em , n. of action from 
depopulat'd {-art). In ancient L. used in sense 
‘devastation, pillaging'; so in French in 1500 
(Hatzf.% The modem sense in Fr. and Eng. fol- 
lows that of Depopulate.] The action of de- 
populating ; depopulated condition. 

1 1 . Laying, waste, devastation, ravaging, pillaging. 
Often including the destruction of people, and so gradually 
passing into 2. 

1463 Edw. IV in Ellis Orig. Lett, Ser. 11. I. 127 Warre, 
depopul icion, robberye, and manslawghtar. 1543-4 Act 35 
Hen. VI / /, c. 12 The same Scottes. make, .incurses, inua- 
stons, spoyles ; burnynges, murders, wastinges and depopula- 
tions in this his realme. 1655 Fuller Hist. Camb. (1840) 237 
The Jewish law provided against the depopulation of birds’ 
nests. 1665 Manley Grotius ’ Low C. JVarres 68 Committing 
Rapes, Murthers, and daily depopulations. 1670 Milton 
Hist. Eng. iv. Wks, (1851) 188 The Danes . . infested those 
parts with wide depopulation. 1741 J. Lawry in Athenian 
Lett. (1792 II. 44 Amidst tumults, depopulations, and the 
alarms of war. 1816 Byron Ch. liar. in. xx, In vain years 
Of death, depopulation, bondage, fears, Have all been borne. 
2 . Reduction of population; depriving of in- 
habitants ; unpeopling. In 17th c. esp . the clear- 
ance of the peasantry from their estates by the 
land-owners, 

c 3460 Fortescue Als. <$- Lint « Mon, v, To the grete 
abatynge of his revenues and depopolacion of his reaume. 
x6xt Speed Hist. Gt . Brit. n. liv. § 12. 189 For the depopu- 
lation of the Hand. 1619 Jf.r. Dyke Counterpoyson (1620) 
27 Extortion, inclosures, depopulations, sacri ledge, impropri- 
ations. 2642 Fuller Holy Prof. St. 11. xiii. 100 He detests 
and abhorres ail inclosure with depopulation. 1765 Goldsm. 
Trav. 402 Have we not seen . .Opulence, her grandeur to 
maintain, Lead stern Depopulation in her train. 1892 Daily 
News 7 Nov. 6/x (Parisf The depopulation panic and the 
necessity of keeping up big armies. 1893 G. B. Longstaff 
Rural Depopulation x * Depopulation 1 is often very vaguely 
employed, but here it will be used as denoting a diminution 
in the number of the inhabitants of a district, as compared 
with those enumerated at a preceding census. 

b. The condition of being depopulated or de- 
prived of inhabitants. 

1697 Dryden Virgil ( 1721) I. 37 Eighteen other Colonies, 
pleading Poverty and Depopulation, refus'd to contribute 
Mony. 1721 De Foe Mem. Cavalicr{x%\o) 188 There never 
was seen that ruin and depopulation . . which I have seen 
., abroad. x8i6 Keatinge Trav. (1817) I. 85 Castile and 
Arragon realize what strangers are told concerning Spain. 
Denudation, depopulation, and desiccation reign throughout 
them. 1827 Southey Hist. Penins. IVar 1 1 . 339 The fright- 
ful silence of depopulation prevails. 

Bepo’pulative, a. [f. L. depopulate ppl. stem 
+ -IVE.] Tending to depopulation. 
x86x J. M. Ludlow m Macau. Mag. June 170 The evidence 
. .goes to show that American slavery is essentially wasteful 
and depopulative. 

Depopulator (d/pp'pitflF'toA [a. L. depopu- 
lator spoiler, marauder, pillager, agent-n. from 
depopuldre {-art).] 

1 1 . A waster, spoiler, devastator. Obs. 
ci 440 Lydg. Secrees 30 Cal lyd prodigus which is nat honour- 
able, Depopulator A wastour nat tretable. 1607 Topsell 
Four-f, Beasts Pref., Bestia, i. a vastando, for that they were 
wilde and depopulators of other their associates, x6xo Hol- 
land Camden's Brit. 1. 427 Those wistful! depopulators did 
what they could . .many a time to winne it by siege, 

2 . One who depopulates a district or country. 
In 17 th c. esp. one who cleared off the rural popu- 
lation from his estates, 

1623 T. Scot Highways of God <$* K. 77 The Depopulator 
..to inhanse his Rents, puls downe all the petty Tenements 
and Fames, and will haue none dwell neere him. 1626 in 
Rushw, Hist. Coll . (1659) I* 356 Covetous Landlords, In- 
closers, Depopulators, 1642 Fuller Holy State .237 (T.) 
Our puny depopulat ors allege for their doings the king’s and 
country’s good. 1798 Malthus Popul, 11, ix. (1806J I. 339 
Wars, plagues or that greater depopulator than either, a 
tyrannical government. 1827 Scott Napoleon Introd., 
Collot d’Herbois, the demolisher and depopulator of Lyons, 

Depo*pulatory, a. rare. [f. as prec. : see 
-oby.] Characterized by or tending to depopulation. 

1864 G. A. Sala in Daily Tel. 29 Sept, The Richmond 
Sentinel calls the depopulatory decree ‘an event un- 


paralleled in the American war .‘Sherman’, it continues, 

* has given the war a new feature 
t BepO’rt, sb. Obs. [a. OF. deport, desport , 
bodily manner of being, joyous manifestation, di- 
version, pleasure, in mod.F. diport action of de- 
porting oneself ; f. deporter , desporter, mod.F. 
diporter to Deport.] 

1 . Joy, pleasure ; = Disport. 

c 1477 Caxton Jason 33 b, Alas my dere lady all good and 
honour cometh of you, and ye be ail my deport and fortune. 

2 . Behaviour, bearing, deportment. 

(The Caxton quotation doubtfully belongs here.) 

1474 Caxton Chesse 11, ii. B vb, Whan thys emperours sone 
had seen and advertysed her deportes, her countenaunce, 
her manere, and her beaulte, he was alle ravysshed and 
esprysed with her loue forthwith, 1665 J. Spencer Vulg, 
Prophecies 22 A Doctrine, which the deport of the Soul, 
while a prisoner to its own house, seems a little to encourage. 
1667 Milton P. L. ix. 389 But Delia’s self In gate [she] 
surpass’d and Goddess-like deport. 1716 Cibber Love 
Makes Man iv. i, He seem’d, by his Deport, of France, or 
England. 1740 Somerville Hobbinol in. 172 Her superior 
Mien, And Goddess-like Deport. 

Deport (dipoo-iD, v. [In branch. I, a. OF. de- 
porter (mod.F, de-), f. de- (De- I. 1 or 3) 4- porter 
to carry. In branch II = mod.F. di porter (1798 
in Diet. Acad.), ad. L. deportare to carry off, con- 
vey away, transport, banish, f. De- I. 2 + portare 
to carry. The two branches are treated by Dar- 
mesteter as historically distinct words in French.] 

I. +1. trans , To bear with, to be forbearing to- 
wards ; to treat with consideration, to spare. Obs. 

1474 Caxton Chesse 11. v. D v, Saynt Austyn de ciuitate 
dei sayth thus ; Thou emperour . . deporte and forbere thy 
subgettis. 1481 — Godfrey x8 That ye deporte and honoure 
my poure lygnage. 

f 2 . reft. To abstain, refrain, forbear. Obs. 
ci 477 Caxton Jason 14b, I me deporte from hensforth 
for to speke ony more of this mater. 1483 — G de la Tour 
Niijb,[I] myght wel haue deported myself of takyng of 
thoffyee. 16x3 Trexs. A unc. 4 Mod. 'limes 698/1 To deport 
himseFe from any further mollestation of the Christians, 
t b. absol. in same sense. Obs. 
c 1477 Caxton Jason 67 , 1 shall deporte and tarye for this 
present tyme to speke of the faytes of Jason. 1489 — Faytes 
of A. 1. i. 9 To deporte and forbere tempryse warre. 
f 8. trans. ? To raise, lift up. Obs. 

1483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 33/2 Synge ye to hym in deportyng 
your voys [ psallite ei in vociferatione ], 

4 . reft '. To bear or conduct oneself (with reference 
to manner) ; to behave ; = Comport v . 3. 

1598 Barret Theor.Warres 1. ii. 11 He shall deporte him- 
selfe neither cruell nor couetous. a 16 61 Fuller Worthies 
n. (16621 239 He so prudently deported himself, that he soon 
gained the favour and esteem of the whole Court. 174X 
Richardson Pamela (1742) IV. 62 How to deport myself 
with that modest Freedom and Ease. 1840 Gen. P. Thomp- 
son Exerc. (1842) V. 38 They always deported themselves 
like gentlemen. 1885 Law Times 30 May 83/2 Throughout 
his career he has deported himself as became The Mac- 
dermot. 

fb. absol. To behave, Obs. rare. 

1667 Waterhouse Fire Loud. 1 13 Mercy abused and in- 
gratefully deported to. 

II. 5 . trans. To carry away, carry off, remove, 
transport ; esp. to remove into exile, to banish. 

a 1641 Bp. Mountagu Acts 4- Mon. (1642) 331 Archelaus. . 
was.. deposed and deported to Vienna, 1809 Edin. Rev. 
Apr. 237 Troncon Ducoudray . .was deported to Cayenne. 
1856 Grote Greece 11. xcv, XII. 377 To ., punish this 
sentiment by disfranchising or deporting two thirds of the 
citizens. 188S Manch. Exam, 8 Jan. 6/1 Brushing the snow 
and slush into little mounds, from which it was easily col- 
lected into carts and deported to the Thames. 

Hence Depo rted ppl, a ., carried into exile. 
a 1632 Sir D. Carleton in Cabbala (R.), Better dealing 
then was used to the deported House of Saxe. x88o K. 
Johnston Loud. Geog. 88 A very small military force, chiefly 
of deported convicts, 

f De-po*rt, v. Obs . nonce-wd. [f. De- II. 2 +- 
Port sb.] trans. To deprive of the character of 
a port ; to make no longer a port ; to dis-port. 

X69X Beverley Mem. Kingd.Christ 5 Its Constantinoplitan 
port shall not be de-ported. 

t DepO’rtate, v.- Obs. rare. [f. ppl. stem of 
L. deportare.] trans. To carry or convey away; 
= Deport v . 5. 

1599 tr. Gabelhouer's Bk. Physicke 17 2/1 Akornes which 
the mise have deportatede into their domicilles. 

t Bepo’rtates, sb. pi. Obs. rare. [cf. med.L. 
deportus in same sense (Du Cange 1 ', diport des bene- 
fices (Cotgr.). For the form cf. annates .] ‘ The 

first fruits, or one yeres reuenue of vacant benefices 
(due vnto the Prince, Patron, or Prelate) * (Cotgr.). 

1532 A ddress fr. Convoc. in Stry pe Eccl. Mem. App. xli, 
Nothing at al . . should bee exacted in the Court of Rome, 
by the reason of letters, bulls, seals, annates,. first fruits, or 
deportates, or by whatsoever other title* .they be called. 

B eportatioa (dzpoit?*jbn). [ad. L. deportd- 
tidn-em, n. of action from deportare to carry off, 
convey away, transport : see D eport v . II. Cf. F« 
diportation (1 5-1 6th c. in Hatzf., not in Cotgr.), 
the modern common use of which has influenced 
that of the English word.] 

1 . The action of carrying away ; forcible removal, 
esp. into exile ; transportation. 

1595 in Cramond A nn. Banff II. 2t Reservand the tua 
pairt to the present Viccare to his death or deportatione. 


1605 G. Powfx Refut. Epist. Puritan Papist 1x2 Banish- 
ment. .among the Romanes was 3-fold, Interdiction, Relega- 
tion, and Deportation. 1633 Bp. Hall Hard Texts Ezek. 
i. 2 The first deportation into Babylon. 1726 Ayliffe 
Parergon 15 An Abjuration, which is a Deportation for 
ever into a foreign Land, was antiently with us, a civil 
Death. x86o Sat. Rev. X. 5x0/2 Wholesale deportations to 
Cayenne. 1862 Merivale Rom. Emp. (1865) VI. liv. 443 The 
mass of the Jewish residents . . had been more than once 
swept away by general edicts of exile or deportation. . 1877 
C. Geikie Christ xxxi. (1879) 364 After the deportation of 
the ten tribes to Assyria. 

% 2 . Deportment, pseudo-archaism. 
x6x6 J. Lane Cent. Sqr.’s T. ix. X44 The vulgar admira- 
tion Stoode stupified att Horbills deportation. 

t Deporta'tor. Obs. rare, [agent-n. in L. 
form from L. deportare to Deport.] One who 
deports or transports. 

1629 T. Adams Serm. Heb. vi. 8 Wks. 1058 Oppressors, 
Inclosers, Depopulators, Deportators, Depravators. 

Deportment (dipo^itment). [a. OF. deporte - 
ment (mod.F. di-), f. OF. deporter to Deport.] 

1 . Manner of conducting oneself ; conduct {of life) ; 
behaviour. Obs. or arch, in general sense. 

x6ox Bp. W. Barlow Defence 206 Heretickes will bee ex- 
ceeding holy, both in the deportment of their life, and in [etc.]. 
1603 Knolles Hist. Turks 1x621) 1255 The honor and the 
shame that was to ensue unto them, by the different deport- 
ment of themselves in this action. 1637-50 Row H 1st. Kirk 
(1842) 385 This Antichristian deportment, How unlike it is 
to the Cariage of Christ's Apostles. 17x9 Young Revenge 
v. i, She forgives pay late deportment to her. 1839 Yeowell 
Anc. Brit. Ch. xiii. (1847) I S° Luidhard. .whose saintly de- 
portment reflected a lustre on the faith which he professed, 
t b. pi Obs . tCf. manners , ways.) 

1603 Holland Plutarch's Mor. 499 By his deportments 
and carriage in all actions. 1665 G. Havers P, della Valle's 
Trav . E. India 26 The King, .was slain for his evil deport- 
ments. 1751: Smollett Per. Pic. xxiii, He humbled his de- 
portments before her. 

2 . Referring to merely external manner : Carriage, 
bearing, demeanour, address. 

1638 Sir T. Herbert Trav. (ed. 2) 150 The bridge was 
full of women. , many of them in faire deportment unmasqued 
their faces. 1641 Brome Jov. Crew 1. Wks. 1873 III. 360 
Provided your deportment be gentile. 1689 Shadwell Bury 
F. 11, His air, his mien, his deportment charm’d me so. 1761 
Churchill Rosciad Wks. 1767 I. 29 What's a fine person or 
a beauteous face, Unless deportment gives them decent 
grace? 1881 Daily Tel . 27 Dec., In the character of . . a 
dancing-master, in which capacity he gives a comical lesson 
in deportment. 

3 . fig. The manner in which, a substance acts 
under particular conditions ; ‘ behaviour \ 

1830 Herschel Stud. Nat. Phil. 38 The identity of their 
deportment under similar circumstances. 1863 Tyndall 
Heat v. 146 This is illustrated by the deportment of both 
ice and bismuth on liquefying. 

Hence Depo-rtmeuted ppl. a. {nonce-wd.), taught 
deportment, 

i86x J. Pycroft Agony Point I. 209 Frenched, and 
musicked, and deportmented. 

t Beportractj, v. Obs. rare. [f. De- (as in 
next) + por tract va r. o f Port hai t zl] & next. 

x6xx Speed Hist. Gt. Brit. ix. viii. 26 Whose Image was 
erected in a stately seat, wherein before the Trinitee was 
deportracted. 

t Beportray, v. Obs. [f. De- (as in depaint, 
describe) + Portray v.] trans. To portray, depict. 

1611 Speed Hist. Gt. Brit. v. vii. § 13. 42 The Picture of 
this British woman here last deportraied. 

[Deporture, in Jodrell and mod. Diets., error 
for departure : see List of Spurious Words.'] 
Deposable (drp^-zabT), a. Also 7 -ible. [f. 
Depose v. + -able.] That may be deposed ; liable 
to be deposed. 

1643 Prynne Sov. Power Pari. m. 1x7 Kings .. deposible 
at the peoples pleasures, c 1645 Howell Lett. I. iv. viii, 
Keepers of the Great Seal, which, for Title and Office, are 
deposable. 1849 Blackw. Mag. LX VI. 338 One of themselves, 
elected by themselves, deposable by themselves. 

Deposal (d/p<?«*zal). Also 5 depoisale, de- 
posayls, -ayll, 6~7 -all. [prob. a. AFr. deposaille , 
f. deposer to Depose : see -al 5, and cf. disposal .] 
The act of deposing from office ; deposition. 

1397 Rolls of Par It. III. 379/1 It was communed and 
spoken in manere of deposal of my liege Locrd. ci 470 
Harding Chron. clvii. iv, By depoisale and playne corona- 
cion. 1568 Grafton Chron. II. 405 (Rich. II 1 It was be- 
hovefull and necessary for the weale of the realme to pro- 
ceede unto the sentence of his deposall. 1631 J. Burges 
Answ. Rejoined 220 The places voyded by the deposall of 
inconformable Ministers. 1855 Mii.man Lat. Chr. (1864) 
IX. xiv. i. 7 Alt the acts of John XXIII till his deposal 
were the acts of the successor of St. Peter. 

t repo*se, sb. Obs. Also 5 depos, Sc. depois. 
[f. Depose v .] 

1 . The state of being laid up or committed to 
some one for safe keeping; custody, keeping, 
charge; concr. that which is so laid up, a deposit. 

1393 Gower Conf I. 218 For God . . Hath set him but a 
litel while That he shall regne upon depose, c 1430. Lydg. 
Bochas 11. xxii. (1554) 58 b, The sayd herd . .[and] His wyfe 
. .This yong child toke in their depos._ ci^pPromp.Pdrv. 
1 19 Depose, depositum. 1488 Inv. in lytler Htst. Scot. 
(1864) II. 390 The gold and silver . . jowellis and uther stuff 
. .that he had in depois the tyme of his deceis. 

2 . Deposition from office or authority. 

*559 Ferrers in Mirr. Mag., Rick. II vii, To helpe the 
Percyes plying my depose.;.' . . ;■ . -f. 
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Dep ose (cup<?‘»- 2 ), v. Also 6 Sc. depois. [a. 
F. dipose-r ( 12 th c, in Littre), f. De- I, 1 h- poser to 
place, put down Rom. posare— late L, pausdre 
to cease, lie down, lay clown, etc. : see Pose, Re- 
pose. Through form-association with inflexions 
of L, ponere, posui, positiim, and contact of sense, 
this -poser came to be treated as synonymous with 
OF. -pondre (:~L. ponere) and took its place in 
the compounds, so that deposer is now used instead 
of OF, dcpondre, L. depdnere to depose, and associ- 
ated in idea with deposit , deposition , depositor , etc., 
which had no original connexion with depose!\ 

1. irons. To lay down, put down (anything 
material) ; to Deposit, arch. 

c 1420 Ballad. on Hush. xr. 460 Take leves . . of Citur tree 
.. And into must Depose, and close or faste it closed se. 
1526 Pilgr. Per/, (W. de W. 153x1 223 b, Saynt Peter & 
Saynt Paule. .by martyrdoms deposed there the tabernacles 
of they r bod yes. 1621 1 *. Jonson Gypsies Metamorph., 
Face of arose, I pray thee depose Some small piece of silver. 
*658 Sir T. Browne Hydriot. 33 The ashes of Sacrifices 
were carefully carried out by the Priests, and deposed in a 
clean field.. 1718 Prior Solomon 11. 607 The youthful Band 
depose their glitt'rmg Arms. 1855 Mtlman Lat. Chr. {1864) 
III. vi, iii. 419 A paper which he solemnly deposed on the 
high altar. 

t b. To put, lay, or place (somewhere) for safe 
keeping ; to place or put in some one’s charge. 

1383 Stubbes Anat. Abus. n. (1882) x8 We must depose 
and lay foorth ourselues," both bodie, and goods, life, and 
time . , into the hands of the prince, a 16x2 .Donne Biatfouwoe 
(1644) 108 [Josephus] sayes, our Soule is, particula Pei, 
and deposed and committed in trust to us. 1750 Carte 
Hist. Eng. II. 643 [Pie] left them [writings] in the monastery 
where they had been deposed. 

fc. Of fluids: To deposit (as a sediment). Obs. 
1758 Huxham in Phil. Trans . I. 524 The urine was. .turbid, 
and .. deposed a great deal of lateritious sediment. x8x6 
Accum Cltem. Tests (1818) 246 A blue precipitate will be 
deposed. 

1 2. fig. To put away, lay aside (a feeling, quality, 
character, office, etc.). Obs . 

1526 Pilgr. Per/, (W. de W, 1531) 73 Depose or put from 
you the olde man., and be ye renewed in the sjpiryte of your 
mynde. x6zo Venner Via. Recta vii. 139 Being' sodden .. 
they depose all their hurt. 1628 Hobbes Thucyd.n. lxv. 
They deposed not their anger till they had fined him in a 
sum of money. 1677 Govt Venice 50 The General . . can 
hardly bring himself to depose an Authority that he can so 
easily keep. 

id. To put down from office or authority; esp. to 
put down from sovereignty, to dethrone, (The 
earliest and still the prevailing sense.) 

01300 R. Alis. 7822 Theo kyng dude him [a justise] anon 
depose, c 1470 Harding Chron. exevi. The parliament then 
for his misgouernaunce Deposed him [Richard II]. 1535 
Coverdale Dan . v. 20 He was deposed from his kyngly 
trone, and his majesty was taken from him. 1568 Grafton 
Chron. II. X57 The Aldermen that before were deposed, 
were agayne restored to their wardes and offices. 1651 
Hobbes Leviatk. in. xl. 254 In deposing the High Priest . . 
they deposed that peculiar Government of God. 17x8 Lady 
M. W. Montagu Lett, xo Mar., The late emperor . . was 
deposed by his brother. 1848 Macaulay Hist. Eng. I. 23 
Shortly after the battle of Hastings, Saxon prelates and 
abbots were violently deposed. 1856 Frqude Hist. Eng. 
(1858) I. ii xo8 Sir Thomas More . . declared as his opinion 
that parliament had power to depose kings if it so pleased. 

b. gen. To put down, bring clown, lower [from 
a position or estate). Obs. exc. asyfg. from prec, 
1377 Langl. P. PL B. xv. 3x4 Rhjt so 3c clerkes for 3owre 
coueityse, ar longe, Shal )?ei . . tjowre pryde depose. 1483 
Caxton Gold. Leg. 77/3, I that am an only sane to my fader 
and moder I shold depose theyr olde age with heuynes and 
sorow to helle. 1671 Milton P. R. i. 4x3 He before had 
sat Among the prime in splendour, now deposed, Ejected, 
emptied. 1873 Holland A. Bonnie, xviii 281, I had never 
seen Mrs. Beldeti so thoroughly deposed from her self- 
possession. 

+ 4. a. To take away, deprive a person of (au- 
thority, etc.) ; also to remove (a burden or obliga- 
tion ; opp, to impose). Obs. 

1393 Gower Con/. III. 200 In sory plite .. he lay, The 
corone on his hede deposed. 1593 Shaks, Rich. II, iv, i, 192 
You may my Glories and my state depose, But not my 
Griefes, still am I King of those. 1617 Moryson I tin. ul 
iv. iii. 195 Princes know well to impose exactions, and know 
not how to depose them. 

f b. To divest, deprive, dispossess (a person of 
something that enhances). Obs. 

1358 Knox First Blast (Arb.) 29 If a king shulde depose 
himself of his diademe or crowns and royal estat. 1606 
G. W[ooococke] tr. Hist. Ivstine 98 a, He was content to 
depose him[seif] of such a trouble as to be a soueraigne. 1649 
Lovelace 10 Depose your finger of that King, Ana 

Crowne mine with’t awhile. x68x N evile Plato Reditu 257 
It would be very preposterous^ to believe, that the Peers 
would depose themselves of their Hereditary Rights. 

5. To testify, bear witness; to testify to, attest; 
esp. to give evidence upon oath in a court of law, 
to make a deposition, 
a. teckn. 

(.*) irons. .jwith simple olj. (usually pronominal). 

‘i a 1500 Chester PL t Shaks. Sac.) 219 And blynde was 
borne undowtedlye And that we will depose. 1566 in 
Peacock Eng. Ch. Furniture 43 And that we will depose 
vpon a book, a 1626 Bacon {].), To depose the yearly rent 
or valuation of lands. 1742 Young Nt. Th. vii. 340 Each 
much deposes; hear them in their turn. 2873 Browning 
Red Coll. Nt.-cap 1347 And what discretion proved, I find 
deposed At Vire, confirmed by his own words. 


{!>) with clj. clause test olj. and in/in.). 
x$ 6 z Child-M arriages (,E. E.T.S.) 106 They cold not depose 
her to be of honest name. 1602 T. Fitzherbert ApoL 20 a, 
[He] ,offred to depose that he knew that one of the prisoners 
..was otherwhere then was sayd in his inditement. a 17x5 
Burnet Own Time II. 396 The earls of Clare, Anglesey 
and some others .. deposed what Lord Howard had said. 
X802 Mar. Edgeworth Moral 7'.‘z8z6) 1 . 236 The workman 
. .deposed, that he carried the. .Vase, .to the furnace. 1871 
Morley Voltaire u886; 231 It was deposed that La Barre 
and D’Etallonde had passed within thirty yards of the 
sacred procession without removing their hats. 

(c) intr. {/or or against a person, to {i/or) or against a 
thing or fact.) 

c 2400 [see Detosing vbl. si. 2.] t 

1542-3 Act 34-5 Hen. VIII, c. x Other witnes. .of as good 
. .credence as those be whiche deposed against them, a 1569 
Kingesmyll Man's Est. xi. (1580) 74 Pilate could not but 
thus depose for his innocence, saying, I finde no faulte m 
hym. X593 Shaks. 3 lieu. VI, 1. ii. 26 Then seeing ’twas he 
that made you to depose. Your Oath . . is vaine. 1623 I . 
Scot HigJiw. God 57 The honest Heathen or Turke, for 
whose truth the Christian dares depose. 1841 D’Israicli 
Amen, Lit. (1867) 416 He dreaded lest the spectators of his 
dexterity should depose against his own witchcraft. 1848 
Mrs. Gaskell M. Barton xix, The shot, the finding of the 
body, the subsequent discovery of the gun, were rapidly de- 
posed to. x86z Mrs. H. Wood Mrs. Hallib. m. x, He 
deposed to having fastened up the house at eleven o’clock, 
b. gen. To testify, bear witness, affirm, assert. 
1529 More Dyaloge hi. Wks. 211/2 Than should either the 
newe proues depose the same that the other d.d before, or 
els thei shoulde depose the contrary. 1G34 W. Tikwhyt tr. 
Balzac s Lett. Pref. A b, [I] have knowne the Author from 
both our infancies, and . . can depose in what fashion he 
effecteth his labours. 1662 Evelyn Chalcogr. 11 We shall 
not with Epigenes in Pliny, depose that this Art had its 
being from Eternity, a 1840 J. H. N ewman Paroch. Serm. 
Rom. iv. 23 When our memory deposes otherwise. 

f c. To promise formally upon oath ; to swear 
{to do something). Obs. 

s6xo in Pic ton L’pool Munic. Rec. (1883) I. 122 You shall 
depose to be true liege man unto the Queene's Majestie. 

f 0. causally. To examine on oath, to take the 
evidence or deposition of; to cite as a witness, 
call to give evidence. (Cf. to swear a witness.) 
pass. To give evidence, testify, bear witness. Obs. 

1562 Act 5 Elis. c. 9 § 5 No Person, .so convicted. . to be 
. . received as a Witness to be deposed and sworn in any 
Court. 1593 Shaks. Rich. II, 1. iii. 30. 1623 Massinger 
Dk. Milan iv. i. Grant thou hadst a thousand witnesses To 
be deposed they heard it. 1642 Jer. Taylor Episc. xxxvi. 
(1647) 225 S. Cyprian is the man whom I would choose, .to 
depose in this cause. 1721 Stkype Reel Mem. II, ix, 69 
The said bishop got leave for certain of the clergy to be 
deposed on his behalf. 

f 7. To set, put, or lay down in writing. Obs. 

3668 Excellency 0/ Pen Pencil A iij, This little Tract . . 
where the requisites for Limning in Water-Colours are de- 
posed . . the Colours particularly nominated [etc.]. 1698 

Phil. Trans. XX. 287, I put here the Differences by me 
computed .. and deposed according to the Order of the 
Excesses. 

Deposed (d/p^zd), ppl. a. [f. Depose v. + 
-ED ‘.J Put down from office or authority. 

1552 Huloet, Deposed, abactus, deposit us, depulsus. 
1790 Burke Fr. Rev. 324 A deposed tyrant. 1864 Burton 
Scot Air. 1 . ii. xoo The families who had lost their estates 
adhered to the old title with the mournful pride of deposed 
monarchs. 

Deposer (dzp^-zoi). [f* Deposed. + -kr 3 .] 

1. One who deposes or puts down another from, 
office or authority. 

1639 K. Baillie Let. in Nasdondld Covenanters Moray Sr 
Ross (1875) L 23 A deposer of godly ministers. 1699 Bentley 
Phal. 45 One of Phalaris’s Deposers. 

2. One who deposes or makes a statement on 
oath ; a deponent. 

1581 State Trials , E. Campion (R.\ To be duly examined 
. .whether they be true and their deposers of credit. 

Deposing (dip<^‘zir)), vbl. sb. [-ing 1 .] The 
action of the verb Depose ; deposition. 

1, Putting down from authority. 

1480 Caxton Chron. Eng. ccxliii. (1482) 283 After the de- 
posyrige of kyng Rychard. 1548 Hall Chron. 15 When 
newes of kyng Richardes deposyng were reported, c 1630 
RrsooN Sum a Devon § 68 (1810) 65 The deposing of the lord 
mayor. 1827 IIallam Const. Hist. (1S76) III. xiv. too The 
deposing of kings was branded as the worst birth of popery 
and fanaticism. 

attrib, 1662 Jesuit's Reasons (1675) 117 The Popes de- 
posing power. _ 1827 Hallam Const. Hist. (18761 I. hi. 147 
A few .. disclaimed the deposing power of the Roman see. 

2. Giving testimony on oath. 

C1400 ApoL Loll, 60 Noyper fie deposing of he witnes, nor 
j?e sentens 3euing of )> e Jug e , be it self makij? a ping ristful. 
1580 Hollyband Treat i, Fr. Pong., Deposition de tesmoings, 
a deposing of witnesses. 

Deposit (di'pfrz'.t), sb. Also 7-9 deposit©, 
[ad. L. deposilum, that which is put down, any- 
thing deporited or committed for safe keeping, 
a deposit, sb, use of neuter of dJpositus, pa. pple. 
of depdnere : see Depone, Depose.] 

1. Something laid up in a place, or committed to 
the charge of a person, for safe keeping. Also fig. 
m a 1660 Hammond Wks. II. 1. 677 (R.) It seems your church 
is not so faithful a guardian of her deposit. 1759 Robertson 
Hist. Scot l. I. w 332 To bring him. this precious deposite 
[the casket containing Q. Mary’s letters]. 1806 A. Duncan 
Nelson* s Fun. 22 The ... barge contained the sacred deposit 
of the body. x8 6 $ Seeley Ecce Homo ii. (ed. 8) xa He de- 
clines to use for his own convenience what he regards as a 
sacred deposit committed to him. for the good of others. 


b. spec. A sum of money deposited in a bank 
usually at interest. 

1753 Hanway Trav, (1762) II. 1. vii. 35 No com or specie 
..is paid out again, unless in cases of deposites. 1855 
Macaulay Hist . Eng. IV. 493 The bank of Saint George., 
had begun to receive deposits and to make loans before 
Columbus had crossed the Atlantic. 1887 Spectator 3 Sept. 
1x77 The increase of 40 per cent, in Savings-Banks’ deposits. 

c. Something, usually a sum of money, committed 
to another person’s charge as a pledge for the per- 
formance of some contract, in part payment of a 
thing purchased, etc. 

1737 Common Sense (1738) I. 151 What is not subject to 
Chance is foreign to a Lottery; it is a mere useless De- 
posite. 1766 Entick London IV. 262 The conditions of 
insurance are 2 s. per cent, premium, and 10s. deposit on 
brick houses. 1771 Cumberland West Ind. m. iii, Not .. 
necessary to place a deposit in my hands for so trifling a 
sum. 1818 M. Biukbeck Journ. Amer. 37 With this they 
may pay the first deposit on farms of eighty or a hundred 
acres. 1858 Ld. St. Leonards Handy Bk. Prop. Law vii. 
42 Where the deposit is considerable, and it is probable that 
the purchase may not be completed for a long time. 

2. The state of being deposited or placed in safe 
keeping ; in phr. on, upon (f in) deposit. 

1624 Bacon Consul, war with Spain, They had the other 
day the Valtoline, and now have put it in deposite. 3701 
C. Lyttelton in Ellis Orig. Lett. Ser. n. IV. 220 The king’s 
body is here at the English Benedictines in deposit, there 
to be kept . . till they can have an opportunity to send him 
to Westminster to be buried. i856 Crumb Banking i. 19 
No interest being allowed by [the Bank of England] for 
money that is placed there upon deposit; 1883 Times to 
July 4 The sum to be paid into Court, and invested or placed 
on deposit for the benefit of the infant. 

3. Something deposited, laid or thrown down; 
a mass or layer of matter that has subsided or been 
precipitated from a fluid medium, or has collected 
in one place by any natural process. 

In GcoL, any mass of material, deposited by aqueous 
agency, or precipitated from solution by chemical action. 
Ia Mining, an accumulation of ore, esp. of a somewhat 
casual character, as when occurring in 4 pockets*. In 
Electroplating # Electro-typing , the film of metal deposited 
by galvanic action upon the exposed ground or surface. 

X781 Cowper Charity 249 The swell of pity . . throws the 

f olden sands, A rich deposit, on the bordering lands. *794 
Lirwan Min. I. 469 We now recur to the dried deposite. 
1836 Macgillivray tr. Humboldt’s Trav. vi 80 Covered 
with recent deposites of sandstone, clay, and gypsum. 1870 
Rolleston An/m. Life 32 A membrane laden with deposits 
cf fat. 1872 Yeats Growth Comm. 39 The rich brown de- 
posit of tiie Nile. Mod. Rich deposits of gold found in 
South Africa. 

4. The act of depositing, laying down, placing in 
safe keeping, etc. ; cf. prec. senses, and various 
senses of Deposit v. 

a 1773 Chhstkrf. Wks. fx 779) I V. App. 50 My solemn deposit 
of the truth. 1794 Ld. Auckland t orr. (1862) HI. 273 For 
the deposit of all kinds of . . merchandise and effects. 1823 
J. Badcock Dorn. Amusem. 151 A deposit of white powder 
soon takes place. 1841 Catlin N. Amer. Ind. (1844) I. xii. 
£9 This cemetery or place of deposite for the dead. 1848 
Wharton Law Lex., Deposit .. a naked bailment of goods 
to be kept for the bailor without recompence, and to be 
returned when the bailor shall require it. . x86x W. Bell 
Diet. Law Scot,, Depositation or Deposit ; is a contract, by 
which a subject, belonging to one person, is intrusted to the 
gratuitous custody of another, to be re-delivered on demand. 

5. A place where things are deposited or stored ; 
a depository, a depot (Chiefly l/.S.) 

17x9 De Foe Crusoe 1. xii, (1:840) 1. 194 After I had thus 
secured one part of my little living stock, I went about .. 
searching for another private place, to make such another 
deposit. 1783 J. Huntington m Sparks Corr. Anter. Rev. 
(1853) IV. 27 A safe deposit where every military article may 
be kept in good order and repair, 1786 T. Jefferson Writ. 
(1859) II. 61 The advantages of Alexandria, as the principal 
deposit of the fur trade. 1808 A. Parsons Trav. x. 207 It 
is the great magazine or deposit for the goods which they 
bring from those parts. 1858 Hawthorne Fr. It. Jrnls. 
II. 60 The Church of Santa Croce, the great monumental 
deposit of Florentine worthies. 

6 . attrib. and Comb,, as deposit account, - house , 
-money, -warrant (see quots.) ; deposit-receipt, 
a receipt for anything deposited, spec, one given 
by a banker f or money deposited with him at 
a specified rate of interest for a fixed time. 

1795 Southey Lett.fr, Spain (1808) II. 216 The bodies 
soon after death are placed in a deposit-house, *8»a T. 
M itch ell A ristoph, H. 229 The losing party also being 
obliged, beside the payment of other' charges, to restore the 
deposit-money to his adversary, x865 Chump Banking iii. 
77 Deposit accounts , . are sums placed at stated rates of 
interest with a bank, for which receipts are given, called de- 
posit receipts. 3893 Bithell Counting-house Did., Deposit.' 
Warrant, an acknowledgement, ' receipt, orcertTicate show- 
ing' that certain .commodities have been deposited in a certain 
place for' safe keeping, as security for a loan, or some other 
defined purpose. Mod. The deposit-receipt was returned 
for re-emaeement. 

Deposit ( d/pp'ziO, v. Also 7 deposit©, [a. 
obs. P. deposiler 4 to lay downe as a gage . . to com- 
mit vnto the keeping or trust of r (Gotgr.); ad. 
med.L. deposit are to deposit, freq. of L. depdnere, 
used in med.L. to represent OF. deposerl\ 

1. trans. To lay, put, or set down ; to place in 
a more or less permanent position of rest. 

^ 3749 Fielding Tom Jones xn. x, He' deposited his reckon- 
ing . . mounted, and set forwards towards Coventry. *833 
L. Ritchie Wand, by Loire 196. .We deposit our' person 
in the stem 'of a little boat. 1858 Hawthorne Ft. $ It. 


DEPOSIT. 


215 


DEPOSITOR. 


Jrnls. (1872) I. 2 At Folkestone we were deposited, at a 
rr :i .way station. 1891 Law Reports Weekly Notes 120/1 
The defendants, .damaged the plaintiff’s land by depositing 
thereon dredgings from the river. 

b. To lay (eggs). 

1692 Bentley Boyle Led. iv, He. .observed that no other 
species were produced, but of such as he saw go in and de- 
posit their eggs there. 1774 Goldsm. Nat . Hist. (1776) VII. 
322 She dies to some neighbouring pool, where she deposites 
her eggs. 1797-1804 Bewick Brit. Birds (1847) *• 268 The 
author could never find the egg of the Cuckoo deposited in 
any nest but in that of a Lark. 1834 M c Murtrie Cuviers 
Anim. Kingd. 334 These Insects . . deposit in the ground a 
great number of eggs. 

c. Said of the laying down of substances held in 
solution, and of similar operations wrought by 
natural agencies : to form as a natural deposit. 

1671 Grew Anat. Plants 1. i. §48(1682)10 The greater 
ai d grosser part of the Sap may be . . deposited into those 
[leaves]. 1794 Sullivan View Nat. I. 54 The vapours, .de- 
positing . . a slimy substance mixed with sulphur and salts. 
1878 Huxley Physiogr. 53 The evaporation of any dew that 
may have been deposited. Ibid. 143 [The water] deposits 
more or less of the matter which it holds in suspension, 

Jig. 1818 J as. Mill Brit, Indial. n. vii. 302 Society, as 
it refines, deposits this [grossness] among its other impuri- 
ties. 1877 L, Tollemache in Fart n. Rev. Dec. 855 A myth 
[may be] deposited from a misunderstood text. 

d. intr. To be laid down or precipitated, to 
settle, rare. 

[ In its origin app. like ‘the house is building' (for a-buiid- 
being built’,] 

1831 Brewster Nat. Magic vi. (1833) *55 Moisture might 
be depositing in. a stratum of one density. 1845 Dar- 
win Joy. Nat. vi. (1873) 109 When the great calcareous 
formation was depositing beneath the surrounding sea. 1873 
E. Spon Workshop Receipts I. 198/2 When no more silver 
deposits on the copper, the operation is completed. 

f 2. Jig. [trans.) To lay aside, put away, give 
ttp ; to lay down (one's life, etc.). Oh. 

1646 Sir J. Temple Irish Rebell. 14 Animosities, .seemed 
now to be quite deposited and buried in a firm conglutina- 
tion of their affections. 1682 Address from Barnstaple in 
Loud. Gaz. No. 1712/4 We are so far from any thought of 
* . impairing . . the Grandeur of this . . Monarchy, that we 
will rather deposite our Lives in aggrandizing it. 1749 
Fielding. Tom Jones 1. x, Though .. his countenance, as 
well as his air and voice, had much of roughness in it, yet 
be could at any time deposite this, and appear all gentleness 
and good-humour. 1804 Miniature No. 21 p 3 When stripped 
of the buskin, he necessarily deposits his dignity. 

3. To place in some repository, to commit to the 
charge of any one, for safe keeping ; spec, to place 
(money) in a bank at interest, 

1659 B. Harris Parival's Iron Age 277 [He] had . . de- 
posited his wife in the hands of that most vertuous Prin- 
cesse, the Cardinall Infanta. 1735 Berkeley Querist § 44 
The silver supposed to be deposited in the bank. 1799 J. 
Robertson Agric. Perth 365 Into this island, in times of 
danger, the inhabitants deposited their most valuable effects, 
to secure them from plunder. 1815 W. H. Ireland Scribbleo - 
mania 190 The Egyptian stone relic deposited in the British 
Museum. 187a Geo. Eliot Middlem. xxiii, Fred had taken 
the wise step of depositing the eighty pounds with his 
mother. 

b. To place in the hands of another as a pledge 
for the performance of some contract, in part pay- 
ment of a purchase, etc. 

1624 Massinger Pari. Ltrve u. i, Let us to a notary, Draw 
the conditions, see the crowns deposited. 1687 in Scott 
Peveril xi. note , Euery person that puts in either horse, 
mair, or gelding, shall . . depositt the sume of fiue shill, 
apiece. 1714 Lady M. W. Montagu Lett, to IV. Montagu 
(1887) 1 . 89 The best way, to deposit a certain sum in some 
friend's hands, and buy some little Cornish borough. 1816 
Kkatinge <1817) II. 70 In making agreement for hire 
of cattle the money was required to be deposited. 

C * M' 

1634 ‘ E, Knott’ Charity Maintained ii. § 24 The Apostles 
have, .deposited in her [the Church], as in a rich storehouse, 
all things belonging to truth, 1671 Milton Samson 429 To 
violate the sacred trust of silence Deposited within thee. 
1739 Butler Serm. Matt. xxiv. 14 Christianity is . . a trust, 
deposited with us in behalf of others, .as well as for our own 
instruction. 1837 J. H. Newman Par. Serm, ted. 3) I. ix. 
336 You will be depositing your good feelings into your 
heart, and they will spring up into fruit. 

t d. To commit, entrust (to a person). Oh. rare. 
1733 Swift A dvice Freemen Dublin, Some employments 
are still deposited to persons bom here. 

4. ahol. To make or pay a deposit, rare. 

1799 Piece of Fam. Biog. I II. 102 He bid, ’twas knock’d 
down to him, he deposited, and it was sent home. 

Hence Depo*sited ppl. a., Depo'siting vbl. sb. 
and ppl. a. 

1667 Decay Chr. Piety xix. T 3 The greater difficulty will 
be, to perswade the depositing of those lusts, a 1693 
Uuquhart Rabelais in. xxxiv. 285 That deposited Box. 
184* H. Miller < 9 . R. Sandst. xiv. 301 The transporting and 
depositing agents. 186a M. Hopkins Hawaii 420 Based 
upon a deposited substratum of rock, c 1865 G. Gore in Circ. 
Sc. I. 215/2 The depositing vessels [in electro-plating] are 
made of various materials. 

Deposit, obs. Sc. form of deposed (Depose v.\ 
Bepositable (d%rzitab’l), a. rare. [f. De- 
posit v . + -able.] That may be deposited. 

1807 W. Taylor in Ann. Rev. V. 196 Notes at hand at a 
long date, which, if not negotiable, are depositable. 

Depositary (d|pp*zitari), sb. [ad. L. depositdri- 
tts One who receives or makes a deposit, F. de- 
positaire ( 14 - 15 ^ c. in Hatzf.) ; f. L. deposit- ppl. 
stem of deponere (Depone, Depose) : see -ary 1 . 


Often confounded with Depository, when that is 
used of a person, or this of a thing.] 

1. A person with whom anything is lodged in 
trust ; a trustee ; one to whom anything (material 
or immaterial) is committed or confided. In Law , 
a bailee of personal property, to be kept by him 
for the bailor without recompense. 

1605 Shaks. Lear 11. hr. 254 , 1 gaue you all . . Made you my 
Guardians, my Depositaries. 1712 Addison Sped. No. 49s 
no They [ J ews] . .are the Depositaries of these , . Prophecies. 
1772 Junius Lett. Ded., I am the sole depositary of my own 
secret, and it shall perish with me. 1850 Mrs. Jameson 
Leg. Monast. Ord. Introd. (1863) 17 The Evangelists and 
Apostles are still enthroned as the depositaries of truth. 
1853 C. Bronte Villette xviii, I have never been the de- 
positary of her plans and secrets. 1864 H. Ainsworth John 
Law 1. iv, Voisin was induced . . to deliver up the codicil to 
the king’s will, of which he was the depositary. 

2. A place or receptacle in which something is 
deposited; -Depository i. 

1797 Godwin Enquirer \. v, 31 Books are the depositary 
of every thing that is most honourable to man. x86o Maury 
Phys. Geog. Sea § 466 The ocean then is the great depositary 
of everything that water can dissolve and carry down from 
the surface of the continents. 187s H. Ainsworth Tower 
Hill ii. x, Used, .as a depositary for State records. 

Depositary, a. rare . [f. Deposit sb. ■+■ - ary L] 

1. Geol. Belongingto or of the nature of a deposit. 
[Cf. sedimentary .] 

1839 Murchison Silur. Syst. 1. xx. 259 Before the beds 
entirely recover their natural depositary characters. Ibid. 
1. xxxv. 468 The other trap rocks of this district, instead of 
having a depositary character, have all been intruded. 

2. Receiving deposits : said of a bank. 

1886 Kept. Sec. of Treasury 88 (Cent. Diet.) A number of 
failures have taken place among the depositary banks. 

t Depo-sitate, ppl. a. Sc. Obs. [ad. med.L. 
deposit at -us, pa. pple. of deposit are. ~] Deposited. 

1723 Wodrow Corr. {1843) III. 86 His corpse is depositate 
within. 1756 Mrs. Calderwood JrnL (1884) 208 The skill- 
ing being first depositate in a neutrall person’s band. 

+ Depositate, v. Oh. [f. ppl. stem of med.L. 
depositdre to Deposit ; or f. obs. F. depositor : see 
-ate 3 7 .] =Depositzl 

1618 Naunton in Fortescue Papers 65 What teares and 
complaints he depositated in my bosome. 1650 Howell 
Masanidlo 1. 102 All the furniture and goods that were 
there depositated. 1782 A. Monro Anat. 13 The Marrow 
is. .depositated in these cells. 

Depositation (dfp^zit^Jhn). Chiefly Sc. [n. 
of action f. med.L. depositdre to Deposit : see 
-ATION.] The action of depositing ; a deposit. 

1622 Malvnrs Anc. Law-Merch, 316 Forbidding any 
execution, depositation of moneys, or other courses of justice 
to be done thereupon. 1707 Invent. R. Wardr. (1815) 331 
(Jam.) The delivery of the Regalia of Scotland by the Earl 
Marischal, and their depositation in . . the castle of Edin- 
burgh. 1754 Erskine Princ. Sc. Law (1809) 288 Deposita- 
tion is a contract, by which one who has the custody of a 
thing committed to him (the depositary), is obliged to restore 
it to the depositor. 1806 Forsyth Beauties Scott. III. 203 
A spontaneous depositation of ochre. 1833 Act 3-4 Will. 
IV, c. 46 § 82 To deposit the same with the procurator fiscal 
. .who shall, .grant a certificate of such depositation. 1847 
Ld. Cockburn Jml. II. 167 No such stream can pass 
through the soil of a good mind without enriching it by its 
depositations. 1861 [see Deposit sb. 4]. 

Depositee (d/p^zitr), [f, Deposit v. +~ee : 
correlative to depositor .] A person with whom 
something is deposited or placed in charge. 

1676-7 Hale Contempl. 1. (1689) 165 Thou art but an ac- 
countant, a steward, the Depositee of what thou hast received. 
189s Law Times' Rep. LXIII. 693/2 The deposit of this 
lease gave the depositee a right to its possession. 

Deposition (dfptfzrjsn, dep-). Also 5 -ycion, 
5-7 -icion, 6 -icyon, [a. OF. deposition , also 
desp- ( 12 th c. in Hatzf.), ad. L. deposition-em , n. of 
action from deponere : see Depose. Used as the 
noun of action from depone , depose , and deposit .] 

I. The action of putting down or deposing. 

1. The taking down of the body of Christ from 
the cross ; a representation of this in art. 

[Cf. L. deponere in Vulgate, Mk. xv. 46, Luke xxiii. 53.] 
1526 Pilgr. Per/. (W. de W. 1531) 206 b, The maner of . . 
bis deposicyon or takynge dowue from the crosse. 2848 
Mrs. Jameson Sacr. 4 Leg. *4 7-/(1850)217 In the Descent or 
Deposition from the cross, and in the Entombment, Mary 
Magdalene is generally conspicuous. 1859 J ephsqn Brittany 
viii. 118 The figures, .represent the Judgment of Pilate, the 
Bearing the Cross, the Deposition, the Entombment, the 
Resurrection. 

f 2. The action of laying down, laying aside, or 
putting away (e. g. a burden) ; usually Jig. Oh. 

1577 Fulke Confut. Purg. 1 16 The day of Christian mens 
death is the deposition of paine. 1615 Hieron Whs. I. 653 
As it were, the quitting himselfe of a burthen, by the deposi- 
tion whereof the soule is after a sort eased and lightened. 
1616 Chapman Hymne to Apollo 43 Why sit ye here . . nor 
deposition make Of navall arms? 1748 Hartley Observ. 
Man 11. iv. 402 The Soul is reduced to a state of Inactivity 
by the Deposition of the gross Body. 

f 3. Surg. * Old term for the depressing of the 
lens in the operation of couching’ {Syd. Soc. 
Lex.). Obs. 

4. The action of deposing or putting down from 
a position of dignity or authority ; degradation, 
dethronement. , 

2399 Rolls of Par It. III. 452/1 If [they] evere be adher- 
aunt to Richard that was Kyng and is deposed, in counsel. 


helpe, or comfort agayns that deposition . 1432-50 tr. Higdtn 
(Rolls) 1 . 283 After the deposition of kynge Hiklericus. 1548 
Hall Chron. Introd. 8 To resigne .. all the homages and 
fealties dewe to him as kyng . . But er this deposicion was 
executed [etc,]. 1660 R. Coke Power « $ Snbj. 150 Henry 

the Fourth his unjust usurpation, and deposition of. . Richard 
the Second. 1726 Ayliffe Parergon 206 The word Depo- 
sition properly signifies a solemn depriving of a Man of his 
Clerical Orders by the way of a Sentence. 1858 Froude 
Hist. Eng. III. xv. 287 Kings are said to find the step a 
short one from deposition to the scaffold. 

5. The giving of testimony upon oath in a court 
of law, or the testimony so given; spec, a state- 
ment in answer to interrogatories, constituting evi- 
dence, taken down in writing to be read in court 
as a substitute for the production of the witness. 

1494 Fabyan Chron. vii. 334 Mychaell Tony, .was, by de- 
posycioh of the aldermen, founde gylty in the sayde cryme 
of periury. 1562 Act 5 Eliz. c. 9 § 6 If any Person, .commit 
..Perju y, by his. .Deposition in any of the Courts. / 1633 
T. Stafford Pac. Hib. i. (1821) 24 As well by deposition of 
witnesses as by all other kinde of proofes. 1726 Ayliffe 
Parergon 149 A witness is obliged to swear pro forma, other- 
wise his Deposition is not valid without an Oath. 1848 
W ha rton La?u Lex. s. v. , It is a . . rule at common law, that 
when the witness himself maybe produced, his deposition 
cannot be read, for it is not the best evidence. 1863 H. Cox 
InstiU n. x. 544 The statements of the witnesses are reduced 
to writing, and are then termed depositions. 

b. transf. and Jig. Testimony, statement (esp. 
of formal character), c. Allegation (q/'something). 

1587 Golding De Momay Pref. 9 Others whose deposi- 
tions or rather oppositions against vs, I thinke men wil 
wonder at. 1648 W. Mountague Devout Ess. ix. ii, The 
influence of Princes upon the disposition of their Courts, 
needs not the deposition of examples. 1699 Bentley Phal. 
Pref. 13, I will give a clear and full Answer to every part of 
their Depositions. 1885 J. Martineau Types Eth. Th. II. 9 
The depositions of consciousness on this matter. 

II. The action of depositing. 

6 . The action of depositing, laying down, or 
placing in a more or less permanent or final posi- 
tion ; spec, interment [med.L. deposit io in liturgical 
language], or placing of a saints body or relics in 
a new resting-place. 

1659 Vulgar Err. Censured 78 True Christians, allow that 
which Christ hath redeemed a civil! deposition/ a decent 
Repose. Adam had a worthy Sepulchre. 1793 Smeaton 
Edystone L. §167 After being wrought, to be returned to its 
place of deposition. 1833 W hewell Astron. i. 27 The ripen- 
ing of the seed, its proper deposition in order for the repro- 
duction of a new plant. 1875 W. Houghton Sk. Brit. In- 
sects 130 The deposition of the eggs by these insect cuckoos. 
[1894 J. T. Fowler Adamnan Intr. xlv, The depositio or 
burial beingin these cases commemorated rather than the 
natalis or birthday to the future life.] 

7. The placing of something in a repository, or 
in charge of a person, for safe keeping ; concr. 
a deposit. 

1592 W est 1st Pt. Symbol . , § 16 A, Deposition is a Contract 
real l in which a thing moueable is freelie giuen to be kept, 
that the selfe same thing be restored whensoeuer it shall 
please him that so leaueth it. 1651 C. Cartwright Cert. 
Relig. 1. 140 The depositions committed to the Churches 
trust. ^ 1798 Malthus Popul. (181 7) III. 279 Every fresh 
deposition [in a savings bank]. 

0 . The process of depositing or fact of being de- 
posited by natural agency ; precipitation. 

1799 Kir wan Geol. Ess. 11 The crystallization, precipita- 
tion, and deposition of these solids. 1830 Herschel Stud. 
Nat. Phil. 11. vi. (1851) 162 A deposition of dew presently 
begins. 1880 A R. Wallace 1 st. Life 0.1a, The average rate 
of Deposition of the Sedimentary Rocks. 

b. The result of this process ; a deposit, preci- 
pitate, sediment. 

1797 M. Baillie Morh. Anat. (1807)450 , 1 have found [the 
pineal ] gland without any deposition of earthy matter. 1831 
Brewster Optics xiii. in A common pane of crown glass. . 
that has on its surface a fine deposition of moisture. 1867 
J. Hogg Microsc . 1. ii. 133 The symmetrical and figurate de- 
positions of siliceous crystals. 

Depositive (d/iv’zitiv), a. [f. Deposit v. (or 
its L. etymon) + -ive. Cf. OF. depositif in similar 
sense.] Having the quality of depositing, tending 
to deposit. In Path, see quot. 

1857 Dunglison Med. Lex. 286 Deposit me . . an epithet 
used by Mr* Erasmus Wilson to express that condition of 
the membrane in which plastic lymph is exuded into the 
tissue of the derma. 

Depositor (dZp^*zit 3 i). [In form = L. depositor, 
agent-n. from L. deponZre (Depone, Depose) ; but 
taken as agent-n. from Deposit v. : so mod.F. d£- 
positeur, connected in sense with dtpdt deposit.] 

I. One who deposes. 

-fl. One who makes a deposition, a deponent. 
1565 Sir T. Smith Comrnw. Eng. (1623) 196 That all men 
may hear from the mouth of the depositors and witnesses 
what is said. 

II. One who or that which deposits. 

2. One who deposits or places something in 
charge of another ; spec, one who deposits money 
in a bank. 

1624 T. Scott Votivx Anglm 26 Bavaria is hut Spaines 
Depositor, and the King of Spayne, Bavaria’s Patrone and 
protector, 1781 Sir W. Jones Law of Bailments Wks. 1799 
VI. 679 A depositor shall carefully enquire into the character 
of his intended depositary. 1832 Examiner 551/2 All persons 
were entitled to become depositors of goods. 1835 Penny Cycl. 
Ill* 385/2 Where a depositor has . . a drawing account, the 
balance is struck every six months. 1880 Muirhead Gains 
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Digest 486 The deposit still left the legal possession in the 
depositor, the depositary being merely his agent in pos- 
sessing. 

3. a. An apparatus for depositing some substance, 
b. A workman who coats articles with silver in 
electro- plating. 

1834 Brit. Husk I. 264 A ‘depositor', which consists merely 
of an addition to the coulter of any common plough by wings 
fixed in the beam, c 1863 G. Gore in Circ. Sc. I. 216/1 The 
depositor should provide a large number of pieces of copper 
wire, .for suspending the. .articles to be coated. 

111. f 4. One in whose hand something is de- 
posited ; -Depositary sb. 1. Obs. 

1604 E. Grimstone Hist. Siege Ostend 145 That the sayd 
goods be put into the hands of the depositor of the armie. 

Depository (d/pf zitori). [f. (or on the same 
type as) tned.L. depositorium, f. ppl. stem deposit- 
or agent-n. depositor-em : see -ORY.J 

1 . A place or receptacle in which things are de- 
posited or placed for safe keeping ; a storehouse, 
a repository. 

1750 Be a wks Lex Mercat. (1752) 5 Alexandria . . the de- 

? ository of all merchandizes from the East and West. 1840 
L Ainsworth Tower of London ir. x, The Jewel Tower .. 
the depository of the Regalia. 1858 Ld._ St. Leonards 
Handy Bl\ Prop. Law xx. 158 The Act. .directs that con- 
venient depositories shall be provided ... for all such wills,, 
as shall be deposited therein for safe custody. 
fig. 1841 Myers Cath. Th . m. § 1. 2 [The Bible] is. .a Pro- 
vidential Depository of certain Revelations of truth and duty 
which have been made at sundry times. 

2 A person (a body of persons, or a thing per- 
sonified) to whom something is committed for safe 
keeping; usually fig. (with reference to immaterial 
things) ; = Depositary sb. 1 . 

1656 Hammond A nsiv. to Schism disarmed vn. ii. T 3 If we 
hold these doctrines deposited in the Church, .we must hold 
..that the depository is so trusty, as it cannot deceive us. 
1779 Johnson Lett. Mrs. Thrale 8 Nov., I think well of her 
judgment in chusingyou to be the depository of her troubles. 
28S2 Merivale Rom. Emp. (1865) VI. liv. 456 The preten- 
sions advanced.. for the Roman Church, .to be the sole de- 
pository of all moral principles and^ practice. 1878 S. Cox 
Salv. Mundi viii. (ed. 3) 174 Even iu those early days when 
one man, one family, one nation were successively chosen to 
be the depositories of Divine Truth. 

II Bepcsitum (clipp-zitium). Obs. PI. -a, -Tims. 
[L. depositum ; sb. use of neuter pa. pple. of de- 
fdnere to lay down : see Depone, Deposit.] 

1. Something placed in a person’s charge or laid 
up in a place for safe keeping ; m Deposit sb. 1, 
a. lit. 

1392 West i st Ft. Symbol. § 16 B, The thing left is called 
Receptum, Commendatum or depositum. 1617 Collins Def. 
Bp. Ely 81 Two depositums of like nature. 1669 Woodhead 
St. Teresa it. 272 She . . had foretold of a certain Depositum, 
that was to he reserved in that place ; and the event follow- 
ing declared her meaning concerning her Body. 1673 Lady's 
Call. 11. § 1 p 2. 57 Testaments and other depositums of the 
greatest trust were usually committed to their custody. 1743 
A. Butler Lives of Saints (1836) I. 527 She was to give to 
God an account of the least farthing of what was intrusted 
as a depositum in her hands. 


to. fig. of immaterial things : esp. of the faith or 
doctrine committed to the keeping of the Church. 

158a N. T, (Rhem.) x Tim. vi. 20 O Timothee, keepe the 
depositum [Vulg, cmtodi depositum ]. 1383 Fulke Defence 
xxi, 569 Affected novelties of terms, such as neither English 
nor Christian ears ever heard in the E nglish tongue : Scandal, 
prepuce, neophyte, depositum, gratis, parasceve, paraclete. 
1643 Rogers Naaman To Rdr., Unto whose hands, the 
great depositum of Truth is put. 1656 H ammond A nsiv. to 
Schism disarmed vm. ii. § 1 That depositum . . that the 
Apostles thus deposited in all Churches, the several articles 
of the Apostolick faith or Creed, atjx iK en Dedicat. Poet. 
Wks. xyet L 7 And rather dye glad Martyrs at the Stake, 
Than the Depositum he deft, forsake. 1732 Stackhouse 
Hist. Bible (1767) III. v. iii. 348 His life was a sacred de- 
positum of God’s. 

2. Something given as a pledge ; « Deposit 

sb. 1 c. 

1623 Cockeram, Depositum, a pledge. 1711 Luttrell 
Brief ReL (1857) VI. 704 To pay down . . half of that as a 
depositum for the remaining parts. 

3. A place where things are deposited or stored ; 
a depot, depository, ‘ storehouse * (lit. and fig . ). 

1644 Evelyn Diary 19 Nov., Towards the lower end of 
the church . . is the depositum and statue of the Countess 
Matilda. 1646 J. Hall H orae Vac. 78 It is a fit depositum of 
knowledge. 1756 N ugent Gr. Tour 1 1 . 227 By means of these 
famous fairs, Leipsic is the depositum of a great part of the 
merchandize of Europe and the Indies. 1796 Morse Amer. 
Geo?. I. iv, The. . most complete depositum of facts relating 
to the history of America, to be found in the United States. 


Bepositure (d/p^-zitiur). rare, [In form 
corresp. to a L. type *depositura, f. ppl. stem of 
deponfre (Depone, Depose) ; in sense associated 
with deposit vb. : see -URE.] The action of deposit- 
ing or placing. 

*635 Jackson Creed vm. xxxiii. Wks. VIII. 179 The in- 
terring or depositure of his body in the . . sepulchre. 1638 
Sir T. Browne Hydriot. Introd., By precious embalments, 
Depositurein dry Earths. 1884 Rogers Soc. Life S cot L II. 
x. 16 The depositure of the national records in the Register 
House. ' 


fBepO’St, depoost. Obs. [a. OF. depost 
(14th c. in Littrd and Hatzf.), mod.F. dipdt, ad. L. 
Depositum : see above.] An earlier equivalent of 
Deposit sb. sense i. 


X382 Wyclif x Tim. vi. 20 Thou Tymothe kepe the depoost, 
or thing bitakun to thee. — 2 Tim . i. 12, I woot to whom 
I haue bileuyd, and I am certeyn for he is my3ti for to kepe 
my depoost, or thing putt in keping. 173S Dyche & P ardon, 
Depost or Depositum [ed. 3, Deposit}. 
tBepo'Suro* Obs. rare. [f. Depose v . + -ure : 
cf. composure , exposure .] The action of deposing 
from office ; ^Deposition 4. 

c 2630 Drumm. of Hawth. Mem . State Wks. (17x1) 130 
After the deposure of king Richard II. 2648 Fairfax, etc. 
Remonstrance 28 An utter rejection, expulsion, and de- 
posure. .of his whole race. 

Depot (de'p^h dfp<?u’, drpu u ). Also depdt, 
ddpoc. [a. F. dipbt (tiep o\ in OF .depast (14th c, 
in Littrd and Hatzf.), ( — It., Sp. deposito ), ad. L. 
depositum : see Depositum, Deposit, Depost, all 
forms of the same word. 

As in the case of other words from modern French, the 
pronunciation varies widely. The French depo, with short 
e and o and undefined stress, is foreign to English habits of 
utterance. The earlier English rendering, as shown by the 
dictionaries down to 1860-70, was, according to the French 
historical stress and quantity, or the English conception of 
it (cf. bureau, chateau, Tussaud), dipd u f or, with a con- 
scious effort to reproduce the first vowel in French, d^p^ **; 
these pronunciations are still heard, but the stress is now 
more usually on the first syllable, and the quantity of the o 
doubtful, giving de‘pc>, cU *p^, in England, d/‘po, de l ‘po. in 
U.S. (where the word is much more in popular use, and 
drp^t, dipg’t, are mentioned by Longfellow, Lowell, etc., as 
popular vulgarisms). The form de'pp comes as near the 
French depo as English analogies admit. The earlier Eng. 
spelling omitted the accent-marks, and this is now usual; 
the spelling depdt belongs especially to the pronunciation 
d/po "’ ; the actual F. spelling depdt goes together with the 
attempt to pronounce as in French.] 

1 1. The act of depositing ; deposit, deposition. 
Obs. rare. 

1794 Sullivan View Nat. I. 72 Some [mountains] hziye .. 
been formed by successive depots in the sea. 1835-6 Todd 
Cycl. Anat. 1. 515/2 Depots of matter take place in the dis- 
organized tissue. 

f 2. A deposit or collection (of matter, supplies, 
etc.) ; = Deposit sb. 3, 1. Obs. 

1833 Sir J. Ross Harr, and Voy. xxxvii. 513 To fetch a 
third depot ot fish. 1850 W. B. Clarke Wreck Favorite 
133 The nelleys had discovered our depOt of blubber and 
had eaten a portion of it. 

3. Mil. a. A place where military stores are 
deposited, b. The head-quarters of a regiment, 
where supplies are received and whence they are 
distributed, c. A station where recruits are as- 
sembled and drilled, and where soldiers who cannot 
join their regiments remain, d. attrib. Applied 
to a portion of a regiment which remains at home 
when the rest are on foreign service. 

1798 Beresford in Ld. Auckland s Corr. III. 4x2 Large 
quantities of arms are in their possession. Dublin is the 
great dep3t, 18x2 W. C. in Examiner 25 May 334/2 Bar- 
racks and Military Depots are building. 1844 R egul. # Ord. 
Army 80 By the continual transit of Officers between the 
Service and Depdt Companies. 1853 Stocqukler Milit . 
Encycl . s. v., Regiments embarking for India usually leave 
one company at home, for the purpose of recruiting, which 
is called the depdt company. 1859 Musketry Instr. 85 When 
men leave a depdt battalion to join the service companies. 
x86x Swinhoe iV. China Camp. 7 The island [of Chusan] . . 
from its central posidon, would form a good depdt for troops, 
e. A place of confinement for prisoners of war. 
The name used both in France and England during the 
War with Napoleon. 

1806 J. Forbes Lett.fr. France I. 231 Prisoners of war . . 
[at] Fontainbleau and Valenciennes, the two principal depots 
appointed for that purpose. *814 D. H. O’Brien Captiv . $■ 
Escape 87 We were safely lodged in Sarre Louis jail. This 
is a d€pdt for seamen, and one of punishment for officers who 
may transgress. 1839 36 Years Seafaring Life 29 Fearing 
death almost as little as a life of misery in a French depot. 

4. A place where goods are deposited or stored ; 
e. g. a coal depot , grain depot , furniture depot ; a 
store-house, depository, emporium. 

1803 Edin. Rev. I. 142 Lake Winipic. .seems calculated. . 
to become the grand depot of this traffic. 1804 H. T. Cole- 
brooke Husb. Bengal (1806) 184 It is not practicable to 
render Great Britain the general depdt of saltpetre. 1863 
Sir G. G. Scott in A rckceol Cant. V. 7 note. The church was 
used as the coal depdt for the castle. 1873 Yeats Growth 
Comm. 154 Grain brought down to the maritime depots, .in 
the Crimea. 

5. U.S. A railway station. 

(In Great Britain formerly, and still sometimes, a goods 
station at a terminus : cf. sense 4.) 

[1830 Booth L'pool 4- M' Chester Railway 46 This Railway 
willcost above £ 800,000 including the., stations and depots 
at each end. 1837 F. Whishaw Anal. Railways 286 When 
there are warehouses attached to a station the whole is called 
a depdt] 1842 Longf. in Life(i8gx) 1. 413 To borrow the 
expression of a fellow-traveller, we were ‘ ticketed through 
to the depot * (pronouncing the last word so as to rhyme with 
teapot \ i86x Lowell Biglow P. Ser. «. i. Poems 1890 II. 
232 With all oil’ doors for cfeepot [rime teapot], 1872 ‘ Mark 
T wain ' Innoc. Abr. xii. 78 You cannot pass into the waiting- 
room of the depdt till you have secured your ticket. [189* 
Camden Town Directory , 71 London and North-western 
Goods Depdt, Chalk Farm Road.] 

6. Foriif. (See quot.) 

1833 in Grabs Techn. Diet. 1853 Stocqueler Milit. 
Encycl. s.v., In fortification, the term is likewise used to 
denote a particular place at the trail of the trenches, out of 
the/each of the cannon of a besieged place. It is here that 
besiegers generally assemble, when ordered to attack the 
outworks or support the troops in the trenches. 


7. attrib. (See spec . use in 3 d.) 
x88x Chicago Times 16 Apr., The company^ is constructing 
a depot building . , at Leaf River. 1884 C. R. Markham 
i \\ Pali Mall G. 20 Aug. 1/2 The party should never have; 
been left without a depot ship wintering within accessible 
distance. : 

B ©potentiate (dPpute-nJVt), v. [f. De- IT 
1 +L . potentia power; cf. potentiate. ] trans. To 
deprive of power or potency. Hence Bepote-n** 
a., Depotentia*ti<m. 

1841 Fraser’s Mag . XXIII. 144 Productive powers, which 
unite together, combine not as dead materials. by addition, 
but multiply into and potentiate one another, as in separating 
they do not merely subtract from each other, but utterly de- 
potentiate. 1882-3 Schaff Encycl. Relig. K novel. I. 463 
A temporary self-exinanition or depotentiation of the pre- 
existent Logos, x 386 A. B. Bruce Mime. Elem. in Gospels 
viii. 275 Christ's life on earth in reference to the divine 
aspect was a depotentiated life. 

Depoulsour : see Depulsob. 

+ Bepo*verisli, v. Obs. [f. De- I. i, 3 + 
radical of impoverish : cf. OF. apovrir , apovriss* 9 
F. appativrir, f. povre, pauvre poor ; also Dk- 
paupkk, Depauperate.] trans. To make poor, 
impoverish. 

1368 Grafton Chron. II. 350 So is your power depoverished, 
and Lordes and great men brought to infelicitie, 

Depper, -est, obs. comp, and sup. of Deep. 
Bepravable (d/pr^'vabl), a. [f. Depraved. 
-f-ABLE.J Liable to be depraved. 

1678 Cudworth IntelL Syst. 1. iv. 631 Humane Nature is 
so mutable and depravable. 

t Be*pravate, ppl. a. Obs . [ad. L. depravdt- 
us , pa. pple. of deprdvdre to Deprave.] Depraved, 
corrupted, demoralized. 

132. Barclay Sallust’s Jngurtk 15 b, A great part of the 
Senatours were . . so deprauat that they contemned and set 
at nought )>e words of Adherball. 1338 Hen. VIII in Select. 
Harl. Misc. 11793) 137 Thynges . . whicln nowe beinge de- 
prauate, are lyke. . to be the vtter mine of Christen relygyon. 
a 1355 Bradford Wks. x66 Seeing my corruption and de- 
pravate nature. 1663 G. Harvey Advice agst. Plague 15 
Contributing to the generation of depravate bloud. 

Hence t Be'pravately adv. 

x 666 G. Harvey Morb. Angl. ii. 15 A consumption of the 
parts of the body, weakly, or depravately, or not at all 
attracting nutriment. 

t Bepravate (de-p-av^t), V. Obs. or arch. [f. 
L. depravdt -, ppl. stem of deprdvdre to Deprave.] 
trans. = Deprave, 

1348 Hooper Declar. 10 Commandnt. vii. Wks. (Parker 
Soc.) 345 To depravate the use of the sacraments otherwise 
than they be taught in the scripture. 1381 Marbeck Bk . op 
Notes 625 The Pharesies & Saduces, which with their 
gloses deprauated the Scriptures. 1609 J. Davies Holy 
Roode xxiii, The rest, in depth of scorne arid hate, His 
Diuine Truth with taunts doe deprauate, 1847 Bushnell 
Chr, Hurt. i. (x86x) 27 The belief that a chila’s nature is 
somehow depravated by descent from parents, 

Depravation (drprav^-Jsn, dep-). [ad.L. de- 
prdvdtidn-cm, n. of action from depi'dvdre to 
Depkave. Cf. F. depravation (16th c. in Littrd).] 

1. The action or fact of making or becoming de- 
praved, bad, or corrupt; deterioration, degeneia- 
tion, esp. moral deterioration ; an instance of this. 

1561 T. Norton Calvin’s Inst. 1. xiv. § x6 This malice 
which we assigne in his [the Devil’s] nature, is not by 
creation but by deprauation. a 1667 Cowley Ess., Dangers 
in Much Company, The total Loss of Reason is less de- 
plorable than the total Depravation of it. 17 73 Johnson 
Tax. no Tyr. 48 We are as secure from intentional deprava- 
tions of Government as human wisdom can make us. 1703 
Burke Tracts on Popery Laws Wks. 1842 II. 442 If this be 
improvement, truly I know not what can be called a de- 
pravation of society. 1830 H. Rogers Ess. II. iv. 204 
Causes of depravation .. to which the language had in 
a measure adapted itself, 1862 Ellicott Destiny of 
Creature ii. (1865) 26 Depravations of instincts. 

b. Deterioration or degeneration of an organ, 
secretion, tissue, etc. 

# x56i Lovell Hist. A mm. 4* Min. 334 Trembling* which 
is a depravation of voluntary motion, cvjzo W. Gibson 
Farrier's Guide u. xxviii. (1738) 101 The beginning of the 
Distemper did proceed from the Corruption or Depravation 
of the Blood. 1749 Bp. Lavington Entkus. Methodists 
(1820) 225 Some depravation of the organs of the ear, 
1851-60 Mayne Expos . Lex., Depravation, term for a deteri- 
oration, or change for the worse ; applied to the secretions, 
or the functions of the body. 

2. The condition or quality of being depraved ; 
corruption. Formerly, in Theol ., =- Depravity c. 

1577 tr * Ballinger’s Decades (1592) 495 Originall sinne is 
the vice or deprauation of the whole man, 1587 Golding 
De Momay xvii, (1617) 305 Notwithstanding all this de- 
prauation, yet the soule liueth and abideth pure and cleane 
m God. 1633 Bp. Hall Hard Texts, Rom. vi. 6 That by 
. . his death the whole bulke of our maliciousness and depra- 
vation might be so far destroyed, *7*3 R, Taylor Disc, on the 
Fall v. t22 A sense of the depravation of our nature, or of 
original sin which is in us. 17*8 Morgan Algiers I. iv. 73 
Their Licentiousness and Depravation of Morals visibly 
increased. 1862 Merivale Rom. Emp. (1865) V. xlv, 350 
Contrasting the most exquisite charms of nature with the 
grossest depravation of humanity. 

b, (with//.) An instance of this. 
x6zx Burton Anat. Mel i i. in. i, Calling it [Melancholy] 
a' depravation pf the principal! function, : 1669 Gale Crt. 
Gentiles 1. 1. xii. 79 'Those Leters, which the Jews now use 
- • being but depravations' of the Syriac. 1673 Traherne 
Chr. Et hicks xxvib 429 All the cross and 'disorderly things 
, .are meer corruptions and depravations of nature, which 
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free agents have jet in upon themselves. 1846 Maurice 
Relig. World 1. iii. (1861 > 71 I would by no means support 
a paradox . . that Buddhism was the original doctrine of 
which Brahminism was a depravation. 

fe. A depraving influence or cause. Obs. 

272* Addison Sped. No. 99 When the Dictates of 
Honour are contrary to those of Religion and Equity, they 
are the greatest Depravations of human nature. 

1 3 . Perversion or corruption (of a text, writing, 
etc.). Obs. 

1566 T. Stapleton Ret. Untr. Jewel Epist. ij, You note 
that for Vntruthe, yea and for a foule deprauation of holi 
scripture which is the very saying . . of S. Hilary. 1624 
Gataker TransnbsL go The next Division hee maketh 
entrance into with a grosse and shamelesse Depravation 
[substitution of * any thing ’ for 1 no thing ’]. 1699 Bentley 

Pkal. xiii. 396 This is the common Reading., but if we 
examine it, it will be found to be a manifest Depravation. 
*768 Johnson Pref. to Shake. Wks. IX. 277 This great poet 
. .made no collection of his works, nor desired to rescue 
those that had been already published from the depravations 
that obscured them. 1849 W. Fitzgerald tr. Whitaker's 
Disput. 157 To persuade us of the depravation of the original 
scriptures.. _ 

f 4 . Vilification, defamation, detraction, back- 
biting, calumny. Obs. [So It. depravazionel\ 

(Perhaps the earliest sense m Eng. : cf. also Deprave.) 

1526 Pilgr. Per/. (W. de W. 1531) 238 All y' 1 crymes of y° 
tonge, as sclaunders, detraccyons, deprauacyons or dis- 
praysynges. 1605 Bacon Adv. Learn. 1. ii. § 8. 10 A meere 
deprauation and calumny without all shadowe of truth. 
1606 Shaks. Tr. # Cr. v. ii. 132 Stubborne Criticks, apt 
without a theame For deprauation. 

+ Bepra’vative, a. Obs. [f. L. depravdt- 
ppl. stem + -ive.] 'lending to deprave. 

26S2 H. More Annot. Glanvill's Lux O. 37 A debilitative, 
diminutive, or privative, not depravative deterioration. 

t Be*pravator* Obs. rare - \ [Agent-n. in 
L. form from L. deprdvdre to Deprave. Cf. F. 
depravateur (1551 in Hatzf.).] A depraver. 

1629 T. Adams Serm. Heb. vi. 8 Wks, 1058 A great number 
of these Field-bryers. .Oppressors, Inclosers, Depopulators, 
Deportators, Depravators. 

t Bepra've, sb. Obs. rare. [f. Deprave v.] 
Detraction, slander. 

1610 W. Folkingham Art of Survey, Author to Work 23 
Whose iustly-honourd Names Shield from Depraue, Couch 
rabid Blatants, silence Surquedry. 1615 Chapman Odyss. 
xxii. 585 That both on my head pour’d depraves unjust, And 
on my mother’s, scandalling the court. 

t Bepra've, a . Obs . rare. [An extension of 
Prave -= L. pravus, after de/rave vb. and its deri- 
vatives: cf. Depravity.] Depraved. 

a 17x1 Ken Hymnotheo Poet. Wks. 1721 III. 96 Ah me, 
even from the Womb I came deprave. 

Beprave (d/pr^v), v. . [ad. L. deprdvare to 
distort, pervert, corrupt (f. De- I. 3 + promts 
crooked, wrong, perverse : perh. immediately from 
F. depraver (14th c. in Hatzf.). Sense 4 was 
perb. the earliest in Eng. : cf. also the derivatives.] 

1 . To make bad; to pervert in character or 
quality ; to deteriorate, impair, spoil, vitiate. Now 
rare , exc. as in 2. 

a 1533 Ld. Berners Gold. Bk . M. Aurel. xlvi, Olde folkes 
wyll depraue [ printed depryue, L. depravabunt ] thy mynde 
with their couetousnes. 1552 Huloet, Depraue, peruert, 
or make yll, deprauo. 1558 Wakpe tr. Alexis’ Seer. (1568) 
42 b, Sorowe, sadnesse, or melancholic corrupte the bloude 
. . and deprave and hurt nature, c 1630 Donne Serm. viii. 
83 A good worke not depraved with an ill Ende._ 1685 Boyle 
Sahtb. Air 14 The air is depraved . . by being impregnated 
with Mineral Expirations, a 1784 Johnson in Croker's 
Bonvell (1831) V. 419, I believe that the loss of teeth may de- 
prave the voice of a singer. 1802 Trans. Soc. Encourag. A rts 
XX. 222 It [sea-salt] rather depraves than improves the oils, 
b. To corrupt (a text, word, etc.), arch. 

1382 Wyclif Job Prol„ The thingis. .bi the vice of writeris 
depraued. 1599 H. Buttes Dyets drie Dinner G ij. 
Whence in tract of time the name is depraved : and B put 
for C. 1663 Charleton Chorea Gigant. 25 He was forced 
to deprave the Text. 1710 Prideaux Orig. Tithes iv. 179 
But the second Paragraph being so depraved by after 
Transcribers, as not to be made Sense of. 1844 Lingard 
Anglo-Sax. Ch. (1858) II . xi. 187 Restoring the true reading 
where it had been depraved. 1859 F. Hall Vdsavadattd 
Pref. 9 note , If his text has not been depraved at the hands 
of the scribes. 

t c. To debase (coinage), falsify (measures, 
etc.). Obs. 

1581 W. Stafford Exam. Contpl , ii. (1876) 68 And if our 
treasure be farre spent and exhaust. .1 could wish that any 
other order were taken for the recouery of it, then the 
deprauing of our coines. a 1632 T. Taylor God s Judgem. 
1. 1. xxxi. (1642) 140 Among earthly princes, it is accounted 
a crime . .to counterfeit or deprave their scales. *650 Fuller 
Pisgah 397 The Levites were esteemed the fittest keepers of 
measures, .which willingly would not falsifie, or deprave the 
same. 1733 Neal Hist. Pur it. II. 424 Some Ministers in 
our state . . endeavoured to make our money not worth 
taking, by depraving it, 

f a. To desecrate, Obs. rare~~ l . 

ax $ 29 Skelton Ware the Hauke [42 He wrought amys 
To hawke in my church of Dis.] .302 Dys church ye thus 
depravyd. 

2 . spec. To make morally bad; to pervert, de- 
base, or corrupt morally. (The current sense.) 

2482 Monk of Evesham (Arb.) 59, I neuyr . . hadde any 
suspycyon hethirto that the kynde of wemen hadde be 
deprauyd and defoyled by suche a foule synne. 1594 Spenser 
Amoretti xxxx, A hart ... Whose pryde depraues each other 
better part. 1667 Milton P. L. v. 471 One Almightie is, 
from whom All things proceed, and up to him return. If not 


deprav’d from good. 2736 Butler Anal. 1. v. Wks. 2874 

I . 101 Vicious indulgence, .depraves the inward constitution 
and character. 1890 Spectator 2 Mar., The belief that 
a witch was a person who leagued herself with the Devil to 
defy God and deprave man. 

+ 3 . To pervert the meaning or intention of, to 
pervert by misconstruing. Obs. 

138a Wyclif 2 Pet. iii. 16 Summe harde thinges in vnder- 
stondinge, the whlche unwijse. . men deprauen, .to her owne 
perdicioun. 2526 Pilgr. Perf. (W. de W. 1531) 93 By. -de- 
pravyngeand mysiudgynghis ententin thyngesthat be good. 
2581 J. Bell li addon’s Answ. Osor. 344 b, What can be 
spoken so sincerely, but by sinister construing may be de- 
raved ? 1643 Milton Divorce 11. xiii. Wks. 2738 1 . 198 Our 
aviour here confutes not Moses’ Law, but the false Glosses 
that deprav’d the Law. 2660 H. More Myst. Godliness vi. 
xvii. 214, 1 must confess they have not depraved the meaning 
of the seventh verse. 2703 [see Depraving vbl. $<&.]. 

1 4 . To represent as bad; to vilify, defame, 
decry, disparage. Obs. [So It. ‘ depravare . . to 
backbite* (Florio).] 

1362 Langl. P , PL A. hi. 172 , 1 com not to chyde, Ne to de- 
praue hi persone with a proud herte. 2388 Wyclif Prov. i. 29 
Thei deprauedenal myn amendyng[i382 baebitiden]. 2432-50 
tr. Higden (Rolls) II. 159 The peple of Englonde deprauenge 
theire owne thynges commende other straunge. 2581 J. Bell 
H addons Answ. Osor. ib, How maliciously and wickedly 
England hath bene accused and depraved by her cursed 
enemy Osorius. 1642 Rogers Naaman 97 Perhaps I shall 
heare the godly depraved, jeered at. 1667 Milton P. L. vi. 
174 Unjustly thou deprav’st it with the name Of Servitude. 
*fb. absol. 

1599 Shaks. Much Ado v. i. 05 Fashion-monging boyes, 
That lye, and cog, and flout, depraue, and slander. 2816 
Byron Monody on Sheridan Behold the host ! delighting 
to_ deprave, Who track the steps of Glory to the grave . . 
Distort the truth, accumulate the lie, And pile the pyramid 
of Calumny 1 

■f 5 . intr. To grow or become bad or depraved ; 
to suffer corruption. Obs. rare. 

2655 Fuller Ch. Hist. 11, iii. § 28 A Self-sufficiency, that 
soon improved into Plenty, that quickly depraved into Riot, 
and that at last occasioned their Ruin. 

H Formerly often confused with, or erroneously 
used for, Deprive:. 

1572 J. Jones Bathes of Bath Ep. Ded. 2 Sicknesse 
. . depriveth, deminisheth or depraveth the partes acci- 
dentally of their operations. 0x6x4 Drayton Legend of 
Duke Robert 11748* 194 O that a tyrant then should me 
deprave Of that which else all living creatures have ! 2622 
Burton Anal. Mel. 1. ii. 1. iv, Lunatick persons, that are 
depraved [edd. x66o and later deprived] of their wits by the 
Moones motion. 1632 Lithgow Trav. ix. 407 John the 17. 
who after he was depraved his Papacy, had his eyes pulled 
out. 2732 Arbuthnot Rules of Diet 2 63 Oils entirely 
deprav’d of their Salts are not acrid. 

Depraved (d/pr^i*vd ),ppl. a. [f. prec. + -ed, 
repr, L. deprdvdtiis , F. ddpravdb] 

X. Rendered bad or worse; perverted, vitiated, 
debased, corrupt. Now chiefly of taste, appetite, 
and the like. 

1610 Guillim Heraldry in. iv. (1660) 223 We take no 
notice of any other forme. . but onelyof this depraved shape. 
1656 Ridgley Pract. Physick 73 Convulsion is a depraved 
motion of the Muscles, a 2661 Fuller Worthies (1840) II. 
363 She corrected a depraved place in Cyprian. 1712 Steelk 
Sped. No. 268 P 4 If they would but correct their depraved 
Taste. 1736 Bailey Househ. Did. 34 A depraved Appetite, 
is when a person desires to eat and drink things that are unfit 
for food; as.. earth, mortar, chalk, and such like things. 
1807 Opie Led. Art iv. (1848) 321 A moderately lively red 
. .will appear brilliant, if surrounded by others of the^same 
class but of a more depraved quality. 1816 Keatinge Trav. 
(1817) I. 37 Fruit, .every species here is dwindled in growth 
and depraved in flavour. 2889 J. M. Duncan Led. Dis. 
Women xvi. (ed. 4) 119 The women are always in what may 
he vaguely called, depraved health. 

2 . spec. Rendered morally bad ; corrupt, wicked. 
2594 Hooker Eccl. PoL 1. x. § x Presuming man to be, in 
regard of his depraued minde, little better than a wild beast. 
1667 Milton P. L. xi. 806 So all shall turn degenerate, all 
deprav’d. 1736 Butler Anal, 1. v. Wks. 1874 I. 202 De- 
praved creatures want to be renewed. 1798 Ferriar Jllustr. 
Sterne i. 11 The morals of the Court were most depraved. 
2836-9 Dickens Sk. Boz (C. D. ed,)22i A place of resort for 
the worst and most depraved characters 

Depravedly (di'pr^vedli, -d’vdli), adv. [f. 
prec. + -ly 2 .] In a depraved manner ; perversely, 
corruptly. 

2643 Sir T. Browne Rel. Med. To Rdr,,_ The writings .. 
depravedly, anticipatively counterfeitly imprinted. 1652 

J. Wright tr. Camus’ Nature's Paradox 298 So depravedly 
reprobate, a 1693 Urquhart Rabelais in. xxiil. 186 What 
moved .. him to be so ... depravedly bent against the good 
Fathers? 

Depra’vedness. [f. as prec. + -NESS.] De- 
praved or corrupt quality or condition ; depravity. 

2612-25 Bp. Hall Contempt, O. T. xvm. xv, No place 
could be too private for an honest prophet, in so extreame 
depraved nesse. 2642 Rogers Naaman To Rdr. §2 The 
depravednesse and disorder of the appetite. 1715 Hist, 
Remark. Tryals A, The Depravedness of Human Nature. 
1885 L. Oliphant Sympneumata xv. 224 His unsoundness, 
and insaneness, and depravedness of outer structure. 

Depravement (dfpr^'vment). arch. [f. De- 
prave v. + -MENT.] Depravation, perversion, cor- 
ruption ; f misinterpretation. 

2645 Milton Tetrarch. Pr. Wks. (1847) 212/2 That such an 
irreligious depravement. .may be.. solidly refuted, and in 
the room a better explanation given. 2646 Sir T. Browne 
Pseud. Ep. 1. x. 42 That apparitions, .are either deceptions 
of sight, or melancholy depravements of phancy. 2677 
Gilpin Demonol. (1867)120 Our thoughts do not naturally 


delight in spiritual things, because of their depravement. 
2779 Swinburne Trav. Spain xli. (R.>, A period when all 
arts and sciences were fallen to the lowest ebb of deprave- 
ment. 1839 J. R. Darlky Introd. Beaum. <§• FI, Wks. I. 
35 Is the graziose of Correggio an improvement on the 
grandiose of Raffael, or a voluptuous depravement of it ? 

Depraver (dzpr^vsi). Also 7 -our. [f. De- 
prave v. + -KR k] One who depraves. 

1 . One who corrupts, perverts, or debases ; a cor- 
rupter, perverter. 

1557 l see Depraveress]. 1563-87 Foxe A. # M. (1596) 
39/2 The Jleprauers of the tieritie. 1633 T. Adams Exp. 
2 Peter ii, 1 The devil, that . . depraver of all goodness. 
1709 J. Johnson Clergym. Vade M 11. 247 They that tear, 
or cut the books of the Old or New Testament, .or sell them 
to Depravers of books .. are excommunicated for a year. 
1878 Dowden Stud. Lit. 34 The great depravers of religion. 

f 2 . One who vilifies or defames; a delamer, 
traducer. Obs . 

1584 Whitgift Let. to Burghley, A defender, not a de- 
praver, of the present state and government, a. 1634 Chap- 
man Sonn . xxi, So shall pale Envy famish with her food, 
And thou spread further by thy vain depravours [ rime 
favours]. 2642 Chas. 1 Sp. 27 Sept, in Rushw. Hist. Coll, 
m. II. 22 Brownists, Anabaptists, and publick Depravers of 
the Book of Common Prayer. 2709 Strype A nu. Ref. I . ii. 71 
Penalties appointed for depravers of the said book, and such 
as should speak in derogation of anything contained in it. 

f Bepra*veress. Obs . nonce-wd. In 6 -res. 
[f. prec. + -ess.] A female depraver. 

2557 TottelTs Misc. (Arb.) 277 ( Vnsiedfast Woman's Q 
temerous tauntres that delightes in toyes .. langling iestres, 
depraueres [ed. 2 deprauers] of swete ioyes, 

Bepra’viaigj vbl. sb. [f. Deprave v. + -ing !.] 
The action of the verb Deprave in various senses. 

a xepo Cuckozo <$* Night, xxxv, Thereof cometh .. anger 
and envie, Depraving, shame, untrust, and jelousie. 2548 
Act 1 $ 2 Edw. VI, c. i. § 2 If any manner of person, .shall 
preache, declare or speake any thinge in the derogacion or 
depravinge of the saide Booke [of Common Prayer], 2583 
Barington Commandm . ix. (1 637) 87 Telling and hearing 
the depravings of the wicked. 1703 J. Barrett Analecta 
48 It would be a manifest depraving of that sacred Text. . 
to turn it thus. 

Depriving, ppl a . [-ING 2 .] That depraves ; 
f defaming, traducing (obs.). 

1606 Holland Sueton. 152 Some depraving backe-friendes 
of hers. 2686 W. de Britainf. Hum. Prud. vi. 29 A clear 
Soul, like a Castle, against all the Artillery of depraving 
Spirits, is impregnable. 1881 Atheneeion 24 Dec. 847/2 
The story has not a depraving tendency. 

Hence Depravingly adv. 

1665 J. Webb Stone-Heng (1725) 71 His Words.. as this 
Doctor.. both inelegantly and depravingly renders them. 

Depravity (dzpne-viti). [An extension of 
Pravity (ad. L. prdvitas) previously used in same 
sense, after Depkave and its derivatives. i,No 
corresponding form in Latin or French.)] The 
quality or condition of being depraved or corrupt, 
f a. Perverted or corrupted quality. Obs. 

1643 Sir T. Browne Rel. Med. 11. § 7 An humorous de- 
pravity of mind. 1758 J. S. Le Dran’s Obserzn Surg. ixyyi) 
298 A depravity in the Fluids may have a great Share in 
producing these Symptoms. 

b. Perversion of the moral faculties ; corruption, 
viciousness, abandoned wickedness. 

2646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. vn, i, By aberration of 
conceit they extenuate his depravitie, and ascribe some 
gooclnesse unto him. 1791 Mrs. Radcliffe Rom. Forest 
1, Such depravity cannot surely exist in human nature. 
2830 Mackintosh Eth. Philos. Wks. 1846 I. 232 The wind- 
ing approaches of temptation, the slippery path to depravity. 
1883 Froude Short Stud., Origen IV.7u._300 The_ conscience 
of the. ignorant masses.. was rising in indignation against 
the depravity of the educated. 

e. 1 'heol, The innate corruption of human nature 
due to original sin. Often total depravity. 

In common use from the time of Jonathan Edwards : the 
earlier terms were pravity and depravation. 

[2735 J. Taylor Doctr. Orig. Sin m. 184 Inquiring into 
the Corruption and Depravity of Mankind, of the Men and 
Women that lived in his Times.] 1757 Edwards Doctr. 
Orig. Sin i. § 1 By Original Sin, as the phrase has been 
most commonly used by divines, is meant the innate sinful 
depravity of the heart. But . . it is vulgarly understood in 
that latitude, which includes not only the depravity of 
nature, but the imputation of Adam’s first sin. 1794 A. 
Fuller Lett . i. 3 July Wks. 302 On the total depravity of 
Human Nature. 2874 J. H. Blunt Did Sects s.v. Cal- 
vinists, Both the elect and non-elect come into the world in 
a state of total depravity and alienation from God, and can, 
of themselves, do nothing but sin. 
d, A depraved act or practice. 

2641 Milton Reform. 1. (1851) 4 Characterizing the De- 
pravities of the Church. 1665 Glanvill Seeps . Sci. xiv. 90 
As some Regions have their proper Vices.. so they have 
their mental depravities, which are drawn in with the air of 
their Countrey. 1808 J. Malcolm A need. London 18 thC. 
(Title-p.), Anecdotes of the Depravities, Dresses and Amuse- 
ments of the Citizens of London. 

t De*pre cable, a. Obs. rare . [In form ad. L. 
deprecdoilis that may be entreated (Vulgate) ; but 
in sense from Deprecate v.} Capable of being, 
or to be, deprecated. 

2633 T. Adams Exp. % Peter ii. 29 A detestable sin, a de- 
precable punishment ! 2648 Eikou Bas. 249 , 1 look upon the 
Temporal Destruction of the greatest King as far less de- 
precable than the Eternal Damnation of the M eanest Subject. 

t De'precaut, ppl* CL. Obs . [ad. L. dlprecant- 
em, pr. pple. of depreedri to Deprecate.] Depre- 
cating. ■ 
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DEPRECIATORY, 


3624 F. White Repl Fisher 541 Meanes and causes impe- 
tran t, or deprecant, to appease Gods wrath. Ibid. $40, By 
Satisfaction he vuderstandeth deprecant Satisfaction, not 
compensant. 

Deprecate (de-prik^t), v. [f. L. deprecat-y 
ppl. stem of deprecarl to pray (a thing) away, to 
ward off by praying, pray against, f. De- I. 2 + 
precan to pray.] 

1. trans. To pray against (evil) ; to pray for de- 
liverance from ; to seek to avert by prayer, arch. 

i6a8 Earle Microcosm Meddling Man (Arb.) 89 Wise 
men still deprecate these mens kindnesses. 1631 Gouge 
God's Arrows ii. § 3. 135 The judgements which Salomon 
. . earnestly deprecateth and prayeth against. 1633 Bp. 
Hall Medit. (1851) 153, I cannot deprecate thy rebuke: 
my sins call for correction: but I deprecate thine anger. 
1778 Lowth Trans l. Isaiah xlvii. ir Evil shall come upon 
thee, which thou shalt not know how to deprecate. 1833 
Ht. Martineau Three Ages ii. 47 While the rest of the 
nation were at church, deprecating God’s judgments. 

+ 2. intr. To pray {against). Ohs. rare. 

165a Gaule Magastrom. 37 Where we are to deprecate. . 
against dangers of waters, let us commemorate the saving 
of Noah in the flood. 

3. trans. To plead earnestly against ; to express 
an earnest wish against (a proceeding) ; to express 
earnest disapproval of (a course, plan, purpose, etc.). 

1641 J. Shute Sarah <$* Hagar (1649) 133 Saint Paul 
undertaketh . . that he shall return and deprecate his fault. 
1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. vu. xix. 385 Other accounts . . 
whose verities not onely, but whose relations honest minds 
doe deprecate. 1659 Bp. Walton Consid. Considered v. §3 
Cappellus..no where that I know affirms this, but rather 
deprecates it as a calumny. 1743 Fielding J. Andrews 
iv. vi, I believe . . he'd behave so that nobody should depre. 
cate what I had done. 1808 Med. Jrnl. XIX. 389, I cannot 
help deprecating the conduct of the other two anatomists. 
187$ Ouselry Mus. Form xiii. 60 Such a method of pro- 
ceeding is greatly to be deprecated. 1883 Times 5 Dec, 7 
To deprecate panic is an excellent counsel in itself. 

f 4. To make prayer or supplication to, to be- 
seech ( a person). Ohs. 

1634 F. White Repl, Fisher Pref. 10 You haue libertie to 
deprecate his Gratious Maiestie to forget things past. 1715- 
30 Pope Iliad ix. 236 Much he advised them all. Ulysses 
most, To deprecate the chief, and save the host. 1758 John- 
son Idler No. 11 P7 To deprecate^ the clouds lest sorrow 
should overwhelm us, is the cowardice of idleness. 3823 T. 
Taylor Apuleius 75 But the most iniquitous woman, falling 
at his knees, deprecated him as follows: Why, O my sone 
1 beseech you, do you give [etc.]. 

tb. absol. To make supplication. Ohs. 

2625 Donne Serm . 24 Feb. (1626) 8 He falls vpou his face 
. .and laments, and deprecates on their behalfe. 
f 5. To call down by prayer, invoke (evil). Ohs. 
1746 W. Horsley Fool (1748) I. No. 16. 114 Deprecating 
on unhappy Criminals, under Sentence of Death, all the 
Mischief they can think of. a 1790 Franklin Antobiog. 
442 Upon the heads of these very mischievous men they 
deprecated no vengeance. 

Hence De precated ppl. a.j De-pre eating vbl. 
sh. and ppl. a. 

3768 C. Shaw Monody v\ i„ 6x Why. .strike this deprecated 
blow? 1839 Times n July in Spirit Metropol. Conserv. 
Press (1840) I. 158 To persist in such a deprecated and 
odious innovation. 

Depr ecatingly (de*pn v k^tigli), adv. [f. De- 
precating ppl. a. + -ly ^.] In a deprecating 
manner. 

1837 Marry at Dog. pend i. 10 ‘ O Lord, sir ! let me off this 
time, it’s only a soldier*, said S. deprecatingly, 1863 Geo. 
Eliot Romola hi. xix, She put up one hand deprecatingly 
to arrest Romola’s remonstrance. 

Deprecation (depr/k^-jhn). [a. F. diprdca- 
tion ( 1 2 th c. in Hatzf. \ ad. L. deprecation-em, n. 
of action from deprecarl to Deprecate.] The 
action of deprecating. 
f 1. Intercessory prayer, Ohs. [So in L.] 

1356 Lauder Tractate (1864) 19 The deprecatioun of the 
maker for all Catholyke kyngis and prencis and thareliegis. 

2. Prayer for the averting or removal {of evil, 
disaster, etc.). 

1596 J. Norden Progr. Pietle (1847'! 12 Deprecation, or a 
Prayer to prevent evils, whereby we desire God to remove sin 
from us and whatsoever punishment we have in justice de- 
served. 1631 Star ChamS. Oww(Camden % My Lord Keeper 
answered with a deprecation : God forbid that Norfolke 
should be divided in custome from all England. 1649 
Roberts Claris Bibl. 342 His Deprecation of two things, 
viz. Present evils, and Future feares. 1673 True Worship 
God 8 A Confession of sin, Deprecation of Gods displeasure, 
Imploring: his Mercy. 1754-8 T. Newton Prophecies , 
Daniel xxv .221 If there shall be need of greater intercession 
and deprecation. 1856 J. H. Newman Callista xvi, No 
reversal or respite had followed their most assiduous acts of 
deprecation, 1892 W. B. Scott A utob. I. xxiv. 343 The 
processional deprecations of the Devil Worshippers, 
t b. Formerly : Prayer for forgiveness. Ohs. 

1604 R. Cawurey Table A Iph., Deprecation, supplication, 
or requiring of pardon. 1633 T, Adams Exp. 2 Peter ii. 6 
They may then run on their impious courses without any 
repentance or deprecation, 

3. Entreaty or earnest desire that something may 
be averted or removed ; earnest expression of feel- 
ing against (a proposal, practice, etc.). 

16x2-5 Bp. Hall Contempt 0 . T. xx. ix, Deprecncions of 
evil to a malicious man are no better than advices. 175a 
Johnson Rambler No. 268 P7 The censures of criticism, 
which, however, I shall not endeavour to soften by a formal 
deprecation. 1863 Gko. Eliot Romola 1. i, [He] turned his 
. .glassy eye on the frank speaker with a look of deprecation. 
1870 Dickens E. Drood ii, In a tone of gentle deprecation* 


+ 4. Imprecation : curse. Ohs. rare. 

1634 Brereton Trav. (1844)48 Her sister denied, and with 
this deprecation, wished if she had any bread, that it might 
be turned into a stone, a 1804 W. Gilpin Serm. III. xi. 
(RJ, We may .. apply to him the scriptural deprecation, 
4 He that withholdeth. his corn, the people shall curse him.’ 

Deprecative (de'przWtiv), a. [a. F. depri- 
catif -ive ( 13 th c. in Britton, 14 th c. in Hatzf/, 
ad. L. deprecatlv-us, f. ppl. stem of deprecarl to 
Deprecate : see -ive.] Having the quality of de- 
precating; of or pertaining to deprecation. + a. 
Intercessory, precat ive {obs.). b. Praying for de- 
liverance from evil, c. Expressing earnest dis- 
approval (of a proposal). 

1490 Caxton Eneydos ix, 37 To the, thenne . . I addresse 
my thoughte deprecatyue . . that it maye playse the to 
entende to the correction of the rnaners . . of our matrones. 
a. 1617 Bayne Diocesans Tryall (1621) 58 They imposed 
hands even on Deaconesses, where it could not be otherwise 
considered then a deprecative gesture. 1672-5 T. Comber 
Comp . to Temple I. 752 (R.) The form itself is very ancient, 
consisting . . of two parts, the first deprecative, the second 
indicative *, the one intreating for pardon, the other dispens- 
ing it. 1884 Century Mag. XXVIII. 588 It better pleased 
his deprecative soul to put them in an empty cigar-box. . 

Hence De-precatively adv., in a deprecative 
manner ; in the way of entreaty for deliverance. 

1638 Pettit. Conf. viii. (1657) 270 The form of absolution is 
expressed in the third person deprecatively. 1879 P. R. 
Drummond Perthshire I. xiv. 80 Looking up to him depre- 
catively, he said [etc.]. 

Deprecator (de‘prfk^t3i). [a. L. deprecator , 
agent-n. from L. deprecarl to Deprecate.] One 
who deprecates ; f a petitioner (obs.). 

1656 Trapp Comm. John xiv, 16 And he shall give you 
another Comforter. Or, pleader, deprecator, advocate. _ 1794 
T. Taylor Pausanias I. 220 That they should propitiate 
J upiter, and employ Abacus . . as their deprecator. 

Deprecatory (de-prfkidtari), a. (sb.) [ad. L. 
deprecatbri-us, f. deprecator'. see pree. and -ory. 
Cf. F. diprccatoire ( 15 th c. in Hatzf.).] 

A. adj. 1. Serving to deprecate ; that prays for 
deliverance from or aversion of evil. 

1586 A. Day Eng. Secretary 1. (1625) 21 Deprecatorie , in 
praying for pardon of a thing committed. 1622 Bacon 
Hen. PlI, 190 Bishop Fox . . sent many humble and depre- 
catorie letters to the Scottish King, to appease him. c 1630 
Donne Serm, 1 . 504 All his Prayer . . is but Deprecatory, 
he does but pray that God will forbeare him.. 1738 War- 
burton Div. Legat. I. xi. 1. 89 Deprecatory Rites to avert 
Evil. 

2. Expressing a wish or hope that something 
feared may be averted; deprecating anticipated 
disapproval. 

1704 Swift T. Tub iii. (T.\ Before I had performed the 
due discourses, expostulatory, supplicatory, or deprecatory, 
with my good lords the criticks. 1838 Lytton Leila x, v. 
The Israelite did . . seem to hear this deprecatory remon- 
strance. 1871 H. Ainsworth Tower Hill 1. viii, ‘Your 
Grace is mistaken*, observed Cromwell, in a deprecatory 
tone, 187a Geo. Eliot Middlem. xvi, ‘ Oh said Rosamond, 
with a slight deprecatory laugh, * I was only going to say 
that we sometimes have dancing/ 

f B. sb. A deprecatory word or expression. Obs. 

1654 Gayton Pleas. Notes iv. i. 171 To convey his Con- 
solatories, Suasories, .Deprecatories. a 1734 North Eaam. 
(1740) 343 Now he is passive, full of Deprecatories and 
Apologetics. 

Hence De’precatorily adv., in a deprecatory 
manner, in a way that expresses a prayer or desire 
against something. 

1873 Brit. Q. Rest. 388, ‘ I do not know \ said Sir William, 
deprecatorily, * that it Is necessary to go down so low as 
that.’ 

t Depre’ce, v. Obs . rare. [See note below.} 

trans. ? To set free from confinement or restraint ; 
to release. 

c 1340 Gain. <5- Gr. Knt. 1219 Bot wolde }e, lady louely, 
pen ieue me grante, & deprece your prysoun [prisoner], Sc 
pray hym to ryse. 

[Of uncertain etymology. Deprece occurs in the same 
poem as a spelling of Depress v„ but no sense of that word 
suits here. OF. had despresser to free from a press, free 
from pressure. OF. despriser to let out of prison, release 
from confinement, app. agrees in sense, but not in form.] 

Deprece, var. of Depress v. 

Depreciaut (dfpn*Jiantl, a. [ad. L. depre- 
tiant-em, pr. pple. of depretiare : see next.] De- 
preciating, 

1885 F. Hall in Nation XL. 466/2 Who is so superfluously 
self-depreciant and lowly-minded. 

Depreciate (dfprPfet), v. Also depredate, 
[f. L. depretiat - {-rial-), ppl. stem of depretiare (in 
medX, commonly spelt depreridre), f. Dk~ I. 1 + 
pretium price. Cf. mod.F. diprdcier {Diet. Acad. 
1762).] 

X. trans. To lower in value, lessen the value of. 

1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. iv, x. 205 A method . . which 
much depreciates, the esteeme and value of miracles. 1664 
Power Exp. Philos. 1. 53 As these dioptrical Glasses, do 
heighten and illustrate the Works of Nature, so do they . . 
disparage and depretiate those of Art. 1739 Cibber Apol. 
v. X02 Booth thought it depredated the Dignity of Tragedy 
to raise a Smile. 1862 Fraser's Mag. Nov. 631 Our archi- 
tectural reputation, never high, is stul more depredated by 
the building at South Kensington. 

b. spec. To lower the price or market value of; 
to reduce the purchasing power of (money). 


1656 Blount Glossogr., Depretiate, to make the price less, 
to make cheaper. 17x9 W. Wood Sum. Trade 358 That 
we shall . . Depretiate our Silver Standard. . 1782 Paine 
Let. Abb / Raynalyiygi) 25 Every man depredated his own 
money by his own consent. 1848 Mill Pol. Econ. in. xiii, 
It is true that suspension of the obligation to pay in specie, 
did put it in the power of the Bank to depreciate the cur- 
rency. 1893 Bitmell Counting-House Diet. s.v. Depre- 
ciation, Bank Notes or State Notes are depreciated in value 
when issued against a small reserve of bullion. 

2. To lower in estimation ; to represent as of less 
value; to underrate, undervalue, belittle. 

1666 Boyle Orig. Formes <V Qnal. To Rdr., Where . . 

I do indefinitely depretiate Aristotle’s Doctrine, I would be 
understood to ; speak of his Physicks. 1704 Hearne Duct. 
Hist. (1714) I. 262 Alexander .. began to extoll jhis own 
Actions, and to depritiate those of his Father Philip. 1769 
Junius Lett. ii. 13 His bounty .. this writer would in vain 
depreciate. 1865 Dickens Mut. Fr. iii. ix, I don't like to 
hear you depreciate yourself. 1875 Jowett Plato (ed. 2) 
IV. 11 Pleasure [by Plato] is depreciated as relative, while 
good is exalted as absolute. 

absol. 1751 Johnson Rambler No. 93 p 13 The duty of 
criticism js neither to depreciate nor dignify by partial re- 
presentations. 1804 Man in Moon No. 24. 189 He de- 
preciates from the merits of the very man he had praised 
before. 1882 A. W. Ward Dickens iii. 54 At the bottom 
lay a desire to depreciate. 

3. intr. To tail in value, to become of less worth. 

a 1790 Franklin Antobiog. (1889) 118 The wealthy inhabi- 
tants oppos'd . . all paper currency, from an apprehension 
that it would depreciate. 1796 Morse Amer. Geog. I. 430 
This breed of horses has much depreciated of late. 1858 
De Quincey Whs. (1862 . V. 62 Actually to have depreciated 
as he grew older and better known to the world. 1884 
Manch. Exam. 8 May 5/3 Conditions which caused property 
to depreciate. 

Depreciated (d/prPp^ted), ppl . a. [f. pree. 
+ -ed,] Lowered in value or estimation. 

1790 Burke Fr. Rett. 345 Receiving in money and account- 
ing m depreciated paper. 1796 Morse Amer. Geog. I. 323 
Old specie debts w’ere often paid in a depreciated currency, 
1836 H. Coleridge North. IVor/hiesi 18521 1 , 38 The depre- 
ciated value of estates and personal effects. _ x86o Motley 
Nethcrl. (i 858 t II. ix. 33 Growing rich . . on his profits from 
paying the troops in depreciated coin. 

Depreciating, vbl. sb. [~ing L] The action 
of lowering in value, price, or estimation ; depre- 
ciation. 

1705 Stanhope Paraphr. 1 . 141 A wilful depredating of 
one’s own Worth. 1767 Blackstone Comm. 1 L 282 What- 
ever tends to the destruction, or depreciating the value, of 
the inheritance. 1768-74 Tucker Lt. Nat. (1852) II, 403 
Open clepreciatings and ridicule can do no good. 

Depreciating, ppL a. [-ing*.] That de- 
preciates : that lessens or seeks to lower the value 
of anything ; that is declining in value. 

1796 Morse Amer. Geog. I. 323 This depreciating paper 
currency was almost the only medium of trade. 1837 W hrw- 
ell Hist. Induct. Sc. (18571 I. iii. 130 The depreciating 
manner in which he [Delambre] habitually speaks of. astro- 
nomers. i860 Ruskin Mod. Paint. V. xil § 4, I never 
heard him say one depreciating word of living man. 

Hence Bepre’ciatingly adv., in a depreciating 
manner ; disparagingly. 

1837 Fraser's Mag. XY. 328 That gentleman spoke of the 
National Gallery very depreciatingly, 1859 F. Hall 
Vdsavadattd Pref. 22 note , A poet self-depreciatingjy de- 
clares [etc.]. x868 M. Pattison A cadem. Org, ii. 35 Literary 
men ..are apt to think depreciatingly of the clergy as a 
class. 

Depreciation (diprz-Ji^^Jsn) [n. of action 
from Depreciate v. : so mod.F. depreciation (1784 
in Hatzf.).] The action of depreciating. 

1. Lowering of value; fall in the exchangeable 
value (of money). 

1767 Franklin Whs. {1887) IV. 90 A depreciation of the 
currency. 1796 Morse A mer. Geog. 1 , 323 The depreciation, 
continued .. until seventy, and even one hundred and fifty 
nominal paper dollars, were hardly an equivalent for one 
Spanish milled _ dollar. 1829 I. Taylor Enthus. lx. 225 
A great depreciation of the standard of morals among the 
people. 1879 H. Fawcett in 1 gr/i Cent. Feb. 200 Within 
the last few years there has been a most serious depredation 
in the value of silver when compared with gold. 

2. Lowering in estimation ; disparagement. 

2790 Bp. T. Burgess kSW-jw. Divin. Christ, Note iii, XX'in- 
gerous . . to form comparisons, .where the preference of one 
tends to the depredation of the other. 1831 Lamb Elia, 
Rllistoniana , Resentment of depreciations done to his more 
lofty intellectual pretensions, 1872 Geo. Eliot Middlem. 
Ixxxvi, She never said a word in depreciation of Dorothea. 
Depre ciative (d/prrjietiv), a. [f. L. depretiat - 
(see Depreciate v.) + -ive.] Characterized by 
depreciating ; given to depreciation ; depreciatory, 

1836 in' Smart, ■ and in mod. ■ Diets. 

Depredator (diprrji^koi). [a. L. depredator 
( deprec -) (Tertull.), agent-n. f* depretiare to De- 
preciate.] One who depreciates. 

1709 V. Knox Consid. Lords Supper { R. \ The depredators 
of the Eucharist. x868 Freeman Norm, Cong. (ed. 3) II. 
ix. 387 Depredators of Harold. 1875 J kvons Money vii. 66 
Kings have been the most notorious false coiners and de- 
predators of the currency. 

Depredatory (d/prrfiatari), a, [f, L. type 
*depretiatori-us, f. depretiat or ; see pree. and 
-ory.] Tending to depreciate; of disparaging 
tendency. 

1805 W. Taylor in Atm. Rev. III. 57 This account, .is too 
depredatory. Jowett Plato (ed, 2) V. 59, 1 have a word 

to say . * which may seem to be depredatory of legislators. 



DEPREDAB BE. 

f Depre*dable, a. Obs . [f. stem of L. deprse- 
ddre or F. dcprider (see Depredate) + -ble.] 
Liable to be preyed upon or consumed. 

1640 G. Watts tr. Bacon's Adv. Learn, iv. Ii. 201 The 
juyeeand succulencies of the body, are made less depreci- 
able, if either they be made more indurate, or more dewy, 
and oyly. 2656 Blount Glossogr., Depreciable, that may 
be robbed or spoiled. 

t Bepre*dar„ Sc. Obs. [agent-n. f. a vb. *de- 
frede, a. F. diprider, ad. L. dcprmddre to De- 
predate; peril, directly repr. a F. *dipr£deur .] 

= Depredator ; ravager. 

X535 Stewart Cron. Scot. II. 304 Tua viicristin kingis . . 
Depredaris alss of halie kirk also. 

Depredate (de'przfl^t), v. [f. ppl. stem of L. 
depnvddre to pillage, ravage, f. De- I. 3 -t- prseddre 
(- art ) to make booty or prey of, f. prveda booty, 
prey. Cf. F. ddprdder.] 

t L trans. To prey upon, to make a prey of; to 
plunder, pillage. Ohs. (or nonce-wd) 
x65x N. Bacon Disc. Govt. Eng . n. vi. (1739) 30 That cor- 
rupt custom or practice of depredating those possessions 
given to a holy use, 1654 H. L f E strange Chas. /( 1655) 126 
Such things as had been depredated and scrambled away 
from the Crown in his Fathers minority. 1677 Hale Prim. 
Orig. Man. iv. viii. 369 Animals, .which are more obnoxious 
to be preyed upon and depredated. [1886 Pall Mall G. 

2 Oct. 4/1 These animals (tigers and leopards] are common 
in Corea, and depredate the inhabitants in winter.] 
f b. fig. To consume by waste, Obs. 

1626 Bacon Sylva § 209 It (Exercise] maketh the Substance 
of the Body more Solid and Compact ; and so less apt to be 
Consumed and Depredated by the Spirits. 1662 H. Stubbe 
Ind. Nectar in. 65 They do depredate, and dissolve, by way 
of colliquation, the flesh. 

2 . intr. To make depredations, (affected.') 

1797 Mrs. A. M. Bennett Beggar Girl (1813) I. 230 If 
none are allowed to depredate on the fortunes of others. 
1799-1805 S. T u RN er A ng lo-Sax. (1836) I. iv. iii. 283 Rag- 
nar Lodbrog depredated with success on various parts of 
Europe. x888 Boston (Mass ' Jml, 20 Oct. 2 4 Wolves . . 
invade farm yards and depredate upon chickens and calves. 

Depredation (deprfth 71 jbn). [a. F, deputa- 
tion, in 15th c. depredation (Hatzf.), ad. L. deprx- 
datidn-em plundering, 11. of action from deprmddre : 
see prec.] 

1 , The action of making a prey of ; plundering, 
pillaging, ravaging ; also, f plundered or pillaged 
condition (obs.). 

1483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 343/2 Somme . . seyng his depre- 
dacion entryd in to his hows by nyght and robbed hym. 1494 
Fabyan Citron, vn, 354 By yy depredacion & brennynge 
of our manours. x6i8 Jas. I in Fort esc. Papers (Camden) 
58 Touching his (Raleigh’s] actes of hostilitie, depredation, 
abuse .. of our Commission. 1783 Johnson Lett, to Mrs. 
Tbrale 1 July, Till the neighbourhood should have lost its 
habits of depredation. 1832 Ht. Martineau Ireland vi. 92 
When he heard of the acts of malice and depredation, 
b. Sc. Law. (See quot.) 

x85x W. Bell Diet. Law Scot, 278 Depredation or Her- 
ship, is the offence of driving away numbers of cattle or 
other bestial, by the masterful force of armed persons. .The 
punishment is capital. 

C. An act of spoliation and robbery; pi. ravages. 
2495 Act 11 Hen. VII , c. 9 Preamb., Robberies, felony es, 
depredacion s, riottes and other greate trespaces. 1611 Speed 
T/ieat. Gt. Brit, xxviii. (1614) 55/1 In the depredations of 
the Danes. 1688 in Somers Tracts II. 383 For redressing 
the depredations and robberies by the Highland Clans. 1798 
Ferriar Illnstr. Sterne vi. 169 Sterne truly resembled 
Shakespeare’s Biron, in the extent of his depredations from 
other writers. 1867 Lady Herbert Cradle L. vii. 202 
Subject . . to continual depredations at the hands of the 
Bedouins. 

2 . fg. f a. Consumption or destructive waste of 
the substance of anything. Obs. 

1626 Bacon Sylva § 91 The Speedy Depredation of Air 
upon Watery Moisture, and Version of the same into Air, 
appeareth in . . the sudden discharge . . of a little Cloud of 
Breath, or Vapour, from Glass. 1650 tr. Bacon's Life 
Death Pref. 3 The one touching the Consumption, or De- 
predation, of the Body of Man; The other, touching the 
Reparation, and Renovation of the same. 1651 Biggs New 
Disp. p 124 The depredation of the strength, and very sub- 
stance of our bodies, 

b. pi. Destructive operations, ravages (of disease, 
physical agents). 

1663 Cowley Death Mrs. K. Philips 4 Cruel Disease ! . . the 
fairest Sex . . thy Depredations most do vex. 1750 Johnson 
Rambler No. 74 r 2 Peevishness . , may be considered as 
the canker of life, that creeps on with hourly depredations. 
1875 Lyell Princ. GeoL II. 11. xxvii. 51 (They] perished .. 
by the depredations of the lava. 

Hence D epreda tiouist, one who practises or 
approves of depredations. 

1828 Bentham Wks. (1843) X. 581 The enemies of the 
people may be divided into two classes ; the depredationists 
. .and the oppressionists. 

Depredator (de*pr/d£ ! toi). [a. L. depredator, 
agent-n. from dcpr&ddre (see Depredate) ; perh. 
immed. ad. F. dipr&daleur (14th c. in Hatzf., 
not in Cotgr. 1611, in Diet. Acad. 1798).] One 
who, or that which, preys upon or makes depreda- 
tions; a ravager, plunderer, pillager, 

1626 Bacon Sylva § 492 They be both great Depre- 
datours of the Earth. 1640 J. Hall Horse Vac. 143 Hawking 
, . is . . a generous exercise, as well for variety of depre- 
dators as preys, ' 1799-1805 S. Turner Anglo-Sax. (1836) 

I. m. L 154 They had been but petty and partial depre- 
dators, 1814 Scott Wav. xv, The depredators were twelve 
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Highlanders. 1852 Beck's Florist 100 If you should be 
annoyed by a small black insect . . use every means to en- 
courage the plants . . by brushing the depredators from the 
points of the shoots. 

Depredatory (di'pre'datsri, de'pricl^tsri), a. 
[f. L. type * depredator i-us, f. depredator ; see 
prec. and -ory.J Characterized by depredation ; 
plundering, laying waste. 

1651 tr. Bacon’s Life $ Death 38 That the Spirits and Aire 
in their actions may be the less depredatory. 1771 Mac- 
fherson Introd. Hist. Gt, Brit. 29 The irruption of the 
Cimbri was not merely depredatory. 2799-1805 S. Turner 
Anglo-Sax. (1836) I. m. i. 149 More fortunate than their de- 
predatory countrymen who had preceded them. 

t Depre'dicate, v. Obs. rare . [f. De- I. 3 + 
Predicate v.\ To proclaim aloud ; call out ; 
celebrate. 

iSSoVeron Godly Sayings (1846) 148 Do not nowe the 
enemyes of the truth.. as they are syttyng on theyr ale 
benches, depredycate and saye : Where is extortyon, 
bryberye and pyllynge nowe a dayes most used? 1659 
Hammond On Ps. Annot. 1 The Hebrew .. which in Piel 
signifies to praise, or celebrate, or depraedicate. 1674 H ick> 
man Quinquart. Hist. fed. 2) 237, I wish . . that he had not 
depredicated the invincible constancy of Mr, Barret, as he 
doth, 

+ Deprehend (deprzhemd), v. Obs. [ad. L. 
deprekend-ere to take or snatch away, seize, catch, 
detect, etc., f. De- I. 2 + prekend-dre to lay hold 
of, seize.] 

1. trans. To seize, capture ; to arrest, apprehend. 
153a Moke Confut. Barnes vm. Wks. 758/r He would 

. . cause them to be deprehended and taken, a 1572 Knox 
Hist. Ref. Wks. 1846 I. 6 About the year of God 1431, was 
deprehended in the Universitie of Sanctandrose, one named 
Pauli Craw, a Bohame . . accused of heresye. a 1639 Spot- 
tiswood Hist. Ch. Scot. vi. (1677)390 With him were de- 
prehended divers missive Letters . . signed by the Earl. 1657 
S. Purchas Pol. Flying Ins. 1. v. n Least they should be 
deprehended for theeves. 1834 Hogg Mora Campbelt 638 
Two wives at once to deprehend him. 

2. To catch or detect (a person) in the com- 
mission of some evil or secret deed ; to take by 
surprise. 

1529 More Corn/, agst. Trib. 1. Wks. 1148/1 [Achan] 
myghte wel see that he was deprehended and taken agaynst 
hys wyl. 1543 Grafton Contn. Harding 583 Yf he were 
deprehended m lyke cryme, 1574 Whitgift /h?/C A unsw. 
ii. Wks. 1851 I. 272 Touching the woman deprehended in 
adultery. 1622 Donne Serin, i. 6 When Moses came down 
from God, and deprehended the people in that Idolatry to 
the Calfe. 1677 Cary Chronol. 11. 11. iii. iii. 228 Being de- 
prehended a Confederate with S3, King of riBgypt . . this 
stirred up the King of Assyria against him. 

Tb. To convict or prove guilty (of). 

1598 Grenewey Tacitus' Atm. nr. xi. (1622)80 Noting the 
countenance, and the feare of euerie one of such, which 
should be deprehended of this shamefull lauishing. 

3. To detect or discover (anything concealed or 
liable to escape notice V 

1523 in Burnet Hist. Ref. II. 105 The more the said Breve 
cometh unto light . . the more falsities may be deprehended 
therein. 1607 Topsell Fonrf. Beasts (1658) 430 The fraud . . 
is easily deprehended, for both the odour and the colour are 
different from the true amber. 1626 Bacon Sylva § 98 The 
Motions of the Minute Parts of Bodies . . are Invisible, and 
incurre not to the Eye ; but yet they are to be deprehended 
by Experience, a 1683 Wh ich cote .S^rw. (1698) 22 If it [our 
Religion] had been a Cheat and an imposture it would have 
been deprehended in length of Time, 
b. With subord. cl. 

1531 Elyo t Gov. 1. xiv, In the bokes of Tulli, men may 
deprehende, that in hym lacked nat the knowlege of 
geometrye, ne musike, ne grammer. 1663 Blair Autoh'og . 
vii. (1848) 89 We deprehended it to be a mere delusion. 1675 
R. Vaughan Coinage 30 Easily deprehend if there be mixture 
of allay amongst it. 

Hence tDeprehemded ppl. a,, caught in the act. 
1655 Jer. Taylor Union Necess. ix. § 1 (R.) Of the thief 
on the cross and the deprehended adultress. 1660 — Duct. 
Dub it. m. i. rule 1 § 12. 

t Deprelie'ndible, a. Obs. [f. L. deprehen- 
dere + -ble.] Capable of being detected. 

1660 H. More Myst. Godliness vn, ii. 288 The foolery of it 
[is] still more palpably deprehendible. 

t Beprehe*nsible, a. Obs. [f. L. deprehens 
ppl. stem of deprehend- ere + -ble.] = prec. 

1653 H. More Antid. Ath. in. iii. (1712) 94 His presence 
was palpably deprehensible by many freaks and pranks 
that he played. 1660 N. Ingelo Bentivolio Urania n. 
(1682) 61 Operations which are Regular and deprehensible 
by Reason. 

Hence f Deprehe nsibleness ; f Deprehe n- 
sibly adv. 

1664 H. More Myst. Iniq. 1. 11. viii. ? 13 Which if they doe 
very grossely and deprehensibly here. 1727 Bailey voh II, 
Deprelmisibleness , capableness of being caught or under- 
stood. 

f Depreb.e*Xlsion. Obs » [ad. L. deprehension- 
ent, n. of action from deprehendere to Deprehend.] 
The action of catching or taking in the act ; de- 
tection ; arrest. 

1527 Knight in J. S. Brewer Reign Hen. VIII, xxviii 
(1884) II. 199 That it be not in any wise known that the 
said . . deprehension should come by the King. 1612-5 Bp. 
Hall Contempt., N. T. iv. xv, To be taken in the very act 
was no part of her sin . . yet her deprehension is made an 
aggravation of her shame. 1630 Sanderson Serm. II, 269 
The next step is for deprehension, or conviction. 1649 Jer. 
Taylor Gt. Exemp . xvi . 1® 9 We must conceal our actions 
from the surprises and deprehensions of Suspition. 


DEPRESS* 

d* Bepremsible* Obs. [f. L. deprend-ere, 
deprens- shortened form of deprehendere, etc.] =* 
Deprehensible ; capable of being detected. 

1648 Sir W. Petty Advice to Hartlib 15 Such (qualities] 
as are not discernible by sense, or deprensible by Certain© 
Experiments. 

f Depression- Obs. [cf. prec.] *» Deprehen-- 

SION. 

1654 Gayton Pleas. Notes iv. vi.-vii. 214 Shame and 
deprension is a better friend. 

Depress (d£pre*s), v. Also 4 depres(e, de- 
prece, 5-7 depress©, (6 dyprease). [a. OF. 
depresser (Godef.), ad. L. type *depressare (It. de- 
pressure), freq. of deprimere to press down. 
(Cf. pressure freq. of premere in L. use.) In Eng. 
taken as the repr. of L. deprimere, ppl. stem 
depress-.] 

trans. To put down by force, or crush in 
a contest or struggle; to overcome, subjugate, 
vanquish. Obs. 

c 1325 E. E. A Hit. P. A. 777 And J?ou con alle Jx> dere 
out-dryf, And fro bat maryag al oj?er depres. c 1340 Gaw. 

<§* Gr. Knt. 6 Ennias j>e apel and his highe kinde, pat siben 
depreced prouinces. 1432-50 tr. Higdeu (Rolls) I. 145 The 
dogges..be so greete and feerse that thei depresse billies 
and peresche lyones. 1529 Frith Pistle to Ckr. Rdr. (1829) 
464 Her seed shall depress & also break thy head. 1671 
Milton Samson 1698 So virtue. . Depressed and overthrown, 
as seem’d . . Revives, reflourishes. 1675 tr. M achiavelli s 
Prince iii. (Rtldg. 1883) 20 The kingdom of the Macedonians 
was depress’d and Antiochus driven out. 

tb. To press hard; to ply closely with ques- 
tions, entreaties, etc. Obs. rare. 

C1340 Gaw. Gr. Knt. 1770 pat prince [= princess] of 
pris depresed hym so biklce . . pat nede hym bi-houed Oper 
lach per hir Iuf, ober to-day refuse. 

2 . To press down (in space). Often more widely : 
To force, bring, move, or put into a lower position 
by any physical action ; to lower. 

1526 Pilgr. Perf (W. de W. 1531) 134 b, As the belowes, 
the more they depresse the flame, the more the fyre en- 
creaseth. 1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. n. ii. 61 Needles 
which stood before . . parallel unto the Horizon, being 
vigorously excited, incline and bend downeward, depressing 
the North extreame below the Horizon. 1665 Hooke 
Microgr. 17 The globular figure.. will be deprest into the 
Elliptico-spherical. 1692 in Capt. Smith's Seaman’s Gram. 
ii. iii. 92 A Gunner’s Quadrant to level, elevate, or depress 
his Gun. 1751 Chambers Cycl., Depression of the Pole, 
So many degrees as you . . travel from the pole towards the 
equator; so many you are said to depress the pole, because 
it becomes . . so much lower or nearer the horizon. 1774 J. 
Bryant Mythol. 1 . 321 The Palm was supposed to rise under 
a weight ; and to thrive in proportion to its being depressed* 
1822 Imison Sc. $ Art I. 184 Alternately raising and de- 
pressing the piston. 1855 Bain Senses <$• hit. 11. ii. §13 
The sensation of a weight depressing the hand. 1880 
Gunther Fishes 41 The spines can be erected or depressed 
at the will of the fish. 

3 . fig. To lower in station, fortune, or influence ; 
to put down, bring low, humble. Now rare. 

1526 Pilgr. Perf. (W. de W. 1531) 15 b, Now they lyfte up 
man to honours & dignitees, & anone they depresse hym as 
lowe in mysery. 1648 Milton Tenure Kings Wks. 1738 I. 
321 By depressing .. their King far below the rank of a 
Subject to the condition of a Captive. 1701 Swift Contests 
Nobles <5- Com. . ii, Marius . . used all endeavours for depressing 
the nobles, and raising the people. 1777 Robertson Hist. 
Amer. (1778) II. vn. 280 A people depressed into the lowest 
state of subjection. 1857 Buckle Civiliz. I. vii. 457 Each, 
of these vast measures has depresssed a powerful party. 

tb. To keep down, repress, restrain from ac- 
tivity ; to put down, suppress ; to oppress. Obs. 

ai$6z in G. Cavendish Wolsey (1818) I. 543, I request his 
grace . . that he haue a vigilant eye to depress this newe sorte 
of Lutherans, that it doe not encrease. 1605 V erstegan Dec. 
Intell. vi. 11628) 182 The Conqueror . . had no reason by still 
depressing the English to prouoke them to breake all 
bounds of obedience. 1617 Fletcher Valent inian 1. iii, 
Pray, Depress your spirit. 1679 Penn Addr. Prot. 1. 53 
Therefore depress Vice and cherish Virtue. 1773 J. Ross 
Fratricide iv. 544 (MS.) He, .stands. .Depressing the keen 
strugglmgs of his breast. 1861 O’Curry Led. MS. Materials 
263 The descendants of the earlier colonists, depressed and 
enslaved by their conquerors, 
f 4 . To bring down in estimation or credit ; to 
depreciate, disparage. Obs. 

1550 Crowley Epigr. 898 But other mens doynges they 
wyll euer dyprease, For other can do nought that may theyr 
mynde please. 1594 Hooker Eccl. Pol. iv. vii. § x They 
which disgrace or depresse the credit of others. 1659 Bp. 
Walton Consid. Considered 11. xv. He . . seeks to depresse 
the worth of the book. 1699 Bentley Phal. 423 Raise or 
depress the Character of a Man of Letters. 1701 Mackintosh 
Vind. Gallicat 310 The frantic loyalty which depressed 
Paradise Lost. 

fb. To lower in dignity, make undignified ; to 
debase. Obs. . 

1654 Gayton Pleas . Notes 1. vi. a x If such abilities depresse 
’ not themselves by meane subjects, but keep up the gravity of 
their stiles, xyxx Addison Sped. No. 39 ? 6, 1 prefer a noble 
, Sentiment that is depressed with homely Language, infinitely 
before a vulgar one that is blown up with all the Sound and 
1 Energy of Expression. 

5 . To lower or bring down in force, vigour, 
activity, intensity, or amount ; to render weaker or 
less ; to render dull or languid. 

Now usually in relation to trade, eta, in which use it is 
often associated with sense 6. 

1647 May Hist. Pari. 1. ix. no Which must needs 
• depresse the strength of England, and keepe it from 
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so much greatnesse. 1710 Steele Tatter No. 241 P t Wine 
.. raises the Imagination, and depresses Judgment. 1802 
Med. pm l VIII. 78 That accumulation of faeces, which 
tends to depress and greatly impede the functions. 1831 
Brewster Optics xxviii. 233 It depresses the tints in 
the two quadrants which the axis of the plate crosses. 1878 
Jevons Prim. Pol. Econ. 122 When the trade is depressed, 
and when wages and interest are low. 

b. To lower in pitch, to flatten (the voice, or a 
musical note). 

1330 Palsos. 48 Whan the redar hath lyft up his voyce at 
the soundyng of the said vowel, .he shal, whan he commeth 
to the last siTlable,’ depresse his voyce agayne. 1824 Scott 
Redgauuttet Let. xi z He commenced his tale, .in a distinct 
. .tone of voice, which he raised and depressed with con- 
siderable skill. 1878 W. H. Stone Sci. Basis Music v. 53 
If then we make each of the four fifths one-fourth of a comma 
fiat, the resulting third is depressed a whole comma. 

0. To bring into low spirits, cast down mentally, 
dispirit, deject, sadden. (The chief current use.) 

1621 Burton A nat. Mel. n. iii. in. (1676) 209/1 Hope 
refresheth as much as misery depresseth. _ <? 1698 Locke 
Cond. Underst. § 39 Others .. depress their own minds, 
despond at the first difficulty. 1713 Addison Sped. No. 249 
p 5 The Gloom which is apt to depress the Mind and damp 
our Spirits. 1806 J. Forbes Lett. fr. Francell. 321 We 
came, .amidst rain and wind, and depressed by ill-forebodings. 
1838 Dickens Nick. Nick, xi, 1 This house depresses and 
chills one said Kate. 

f 7. Alg. To reduce to a lower degree or power. 
1673 Wallis in Rigaud Corr. Sci. Men (1841) II. 561 The 
method of depressing biquadratic equations to quadratic. 
1674 Jeake Ariih. <1696) 372 The Quotients being depressed 
by Reduction in Species, may be brought to. + f. 3816 
tr. Lacroix's Diff. $ hit. Calculus 193 This formula furnishes 
the means of depressing to unity tne index of the denom- 
inator. 

t Depress, ppl • a. Obs. rare . [ad. L. depress- 
us, pa. pple. of deprimere : see prec.J — Depressed. 

c *66o Hammond Wks I. 259 (R.) If the seal be depress or 
hollow, ’tis lawful to wear, but not to seal with it. 

Depressant (dfpre*sant), a. and sb. Med. [f. 
Depress v . : see -ant 1 .] 

A. adj. Having the quality of lowering the 
activity of the vital functions ; sedative. 

188 1 Athenmim 13 Aug. 217/1 The depressant and narcotic 
action. 1892 N. Moore in Diet. Nat. Biog. XXIX. 221/1 
The depressant treatment of fever. 

B. sb. A medicine or agent having this quality; 
a sedative. 

1876 Gross Dis. Bladder 267 The heart’s action is reduced 
with aconite and other depressants. 1890 Standard 19 Nov. 
3/6 Malaria and heat are remarkable depressants. 

Depressed (dfpre-st, poet, dipre*sed), ppl. a. 
Also 7-9 deprest. [f. Depress v. +• -ed a.] 

X. Pressed down ; pat or kept down by pressure 1 
or force. 

1609 Daniel Civ. Wars v. i, Close smothered lay the lowe 
depressed fire. 1774 Goldsm. Nat. Hist. (1776) I. 291 The 
deeper any body sinks, the greater will be the resistance of 
the depressed fluid beneath. 

b. Her. =Debruised. (In mod. Diets.) 

2. Lowered, sunken, or low in position; lower 
than the general surface : opp. to elevated. 

1658 Willsford Natures Secrets 71 High exalted places, 
and low depressed dales. 1823 Crabb Tecknol. Diet . , De- 
pressed Gun , any piece of ordnance having its mouth 
depressed below the horizontal line. 1869 Phillips Vesuv. 
ii. 13 In the centre of the old depressed crateral plain. 

8. Having a flattened or hollowed form, such as 
would be produced by downward pressure; spec. 
said of convex things which are flattened verti- 
cally (opposed to Compressed); e.g. a depressed 
arch. 

1753 Chambers Cycl. Supp. s. v. Leap Depressed Leaf, 
one Which has the mark of an impression on one side. *828 
Stark Elevi. Nat. Hist . I. 266 Chelidones. Bill very short, 
much depressed. 1843 Lindley Sch. BoL v. (1858) 56 Legumes 
snail-shaped, depressed-cylindrical. 1874 Lubbock Orig. <§• 
Met Ins. i. 17 The larva of Coccinella . . is somewhat de- 
pressed. 

4. fig. Lowered in force, amount, or degree. 

1832 De la Beche Geol. Man. 7 Alternately . . under the 

influence of a raised and a depressed temperature, 

f b. Astrol. Opposed to exalted. Obs. 

C1430 Lydg. Thebes 1. (1561) Venus directe, and contrarl- 
ous and depressed in M ercunous hous. 

+ c. Low in moral quality, debased. Obs. 

1647 J ER * Taylor Lib. Proph. xx. F 7 These Propositions | 
[e. g. 4 the Pope may Dispense with all oaths J are so deprest. 1 
*66* Boyle Style of Script. (16751 182 That doth much more j 
argue a depressed soul than an elevated fancy. 

5. Brought low, oppressed, dejected, downcast, 
etc. ; esp. in low spirits. 

*62* Burton A nat Mel. n. ii. vr. ii, A good Orator alone . . 
can comfort such as are afflicted, erect such as are depressed. 
CX790 Willock Voy. 28 America . . stands ready to receive 
the persecuted and depressed of everjr country. 179a Cow- 
jper Let to Bagot 8 Nov., My spirits have been more 
depressed than is common, even with me. 1818 Miss Fer- 
rier Marriage xxi, Mrs. Lennox . . seemed more than usually 
depressed. 1845 S. Austin Ranke's Hist Ref. II. 199 The 
fall of the Council of Regency, and the depressed state of 
the nobility in general. 1873 Geo. Eliot Middlem. Ixxxi, 

I thought he looked rather battered and depressed. 

Depressedly (dipre*stli, -pre*sedli), adv. [f. 
prec. -h -LT 2 .] In a depressed manner. 

184a Sowerby in Proc. Berw. Nat. Club II. No. x. 33 
Shell clypeiform or depressedly conical. *880 F. H. Bur- 
nett Louisiana 9 4 Yes the girl replied depressedly. 


DepressiM© (dfpre‘sib’ 1 ), a. [f. L. depress - , 
ppl. stem of deprimere (see Depress v.) + -ble.] 
Capable of being depressed (lit. scad fig.). 

\ i860 O. W. Holmes Poet Breakf-t, v. 121 She is one of 

those young persons . . who are impressible and of necessity 
depressible when their nervous systems are overtasked. 1881 
i Gunther in Encycl. Brit. XII. 654/2 They [the hinged teeth 
I of fishes] are, however, depressible in one direction only. 

Depressing (d/pre-sig), vbl. sb. [f. Depress 
v. + -ING- 1 .] 1'he action of the verb Depress ; 
depression. 

*641 Wilkins Math. Magick i.iv. (1648)25 In the depress- 
ing, or elevating . . of any weight. 1660 Boyle New Exp. 
Pkys. Meek . ix. 69 Upon the quick depressing of the 
Sucker. 

Depressing, ppl. a. [-ing 2 .] That depresses 
(see the verb ) ; usually in fig. senses, esp. 6 ; caus- 
ing depression or lowness of spirits. 

1789 W. Buchan Dorn. Med. (1790) 467 Excessive fear, 
grief, anger, religious melancholy, or any of the depressing 
passions. 1814 Scott Wav. viii, The whole scene was 
depressing. 1882 Nares Seamanship (ed. 6) 205 A lower 
studding-sail, .is a depressing sail. 

Hence Depre-ssingly adv. 

1847 in Craig. 1869 E. A. Parkes Pract. Hygiene (ed. 3) 
369 The lowering of the external temperature, .acts very 
depressingly on the very young and old. 1893 Nat. Observer 
23 Dec. 137/2 An effect of profound isolation .. depressingly 
real, suddenly encompassed me. 

Depression (d/prejbn). [ad. L. depressidn-em , 
n. of action f. deprimere to press down, depress : 
perh. immed. a. F. depression ( 14 th c. in Hatzf.).] 
The action of depressing, or condition of being 
depressed ; a depressed formation ; that which is 
depressed : in various senses. (Opp. to elevation.') 

1 . Ut . The action of pressing down, or fact of 
being pressed down ; usually more widely : The 
action of lowering, or process of sinking ; the con- 
dition of being lowered in position. 

1656 Blount Glossogr Depression , a pressing or weighing 
down. 1697 Potter Antiq. Greece in. ix. (1715) 78 Flags, 
the Elevation whereof was a Signal to joyn Battle, the 
Depression to desist. 1803 Med. JrnL X. 245 With fracture, 
fissure, or depression of a portion of bone. 1855 Lyell 
Eleni. Geol. vi. (ed. 5) 72 Movements of upheaval or de- 
pression. 1882 Vines Sacks' Bot. 825 The curve of growth 
follows all the elevations and depressions of the curve of 
temperature. 

2. spec. a. Astron ., etc. (a) The angular distance 
of a star, the pole, etc., below the horizon (opp. to 
altitude) ; the angular distance of the visible hori- 
zon below the true horizontal plane, the Dip of the 
horizon ; in Surveying, etc., the angular distance 
of an object below the horizontal plane through the 
point of observation (opp. to elevation). ( b } The 
lowest altitude of a circumpolar star (or of the sun 
seen from within the polar circle), when it is on 
the meridian beneath the pole (opp. to culmina- 
tion). (c) The apparent sinking of the celestial 
pole towards the horizon as the observer travels 
towards the equator. 

c 1391 Chaucer Astrdl.il. § 25 And than is the depressioun 
of the pol antartik, that is to seyn, than is the pol antartik 
by-nethe the Orison te the same quantite of space. 1594 
Blundevil Exerc. m, 1. xxxiii. (ed. 7) 346 The depression or 
lowest Meridian Altitude of the starres. 1605 Bacon Adv. 
Learn . t. vi. § 10 (1873) 48 He takes knowledge of the de- 
pression of the southern pole. 1667 Phil. Trans. II. 438 
The degree of its [the N eedle’s] depression under the Horizon, j 
1727-51 Chambers Cycl, Depression of the pole . . Depression j 
of the visible horizon. 1856 Kane A ret. Expl. I. viii. 70 
The sun's lower culmination, if such a term can be applied 
to his midnight depression. 

b. Gunnery. The lowering of the muzzle of a 
gun below the horizontal line. 

1853 Stocqueler Milit Encycl., Depression , the pointing 
of any piece of ordnance, so that its shot may be projected 
under the point-blank Hne. _ 

c. Surg. The operation of couching for cataract. 

1851-60 Mayne Expos. Lex., Depression. . a term for one 

of the operations for cataract 

3. cotter. A depressed or sunken formation on a 
surface ; a hollow, a low place or part. 

1665 Phil. Trans. I. 42 Of the Nature of the Ground, .and 
of the several risings and depressions thereof. 1789 W. 
Buchan Dorn. Med. (179a) 591 A dislocation of the humerus 
may be known by a depression or cavity on the top of the 
shoulder. *855 Lyell Elem. Geol. xxix. ted. 5) 520 The 
Curral is,. one of three great valleys, .a second depression 
called the Serra d’ Agoa being almost as deep. 1884 Bower 
& Scott De Bary's Pkaner. 53 The leaves of the above 
Crassulaceae have round spots or depressions easily seen 
with the naked eye. 1885 Manck. Exam. 13 June 5/3 The 
depressions, which are of course warmer. . than the plateaus. 

4. fig. The action of putting down or bringing 
low, or the fact or condition of being brought low 
(in station, fortunes, etc.). Now rare . 

a 1533 Frith Wks. 5 (R.) Aduersitie, tribulation, worldly 
depression. 1631 Massinger Emp. of East Ded., When 
the iniquity of those times laboured the depression of ap- 
proved goodness. *74* Middleton Cicero I. v. 368 The 
depression of the family, and the ruin of their fortunes. 1873 
Yeats Growth Comm. 136 The depression of the barons, 
during the Wars of the Roses, 
fb. Suppression. Obs. 

*656 Hobbes Six Lessons Wks. 1845 VII. 278 You . .profess 
mathematics, and theology, and practise the depression of 
the truth in both. i 


I f C. Disparagement, depreciation. Obs.. 

1628 Feltham Resolves 11. Ixxiii, Thus depressing others, 
it [pride] seeketh to raise it selfe, and by this depression 
angers them. 1659 Bp, Walton Consid. Considered 286 
Things which tend to the depression of the esteem of the 
Hebrew Text. 

5. A lowering in quality, vigour, or amount; the 
state of being lowered or reduced in force, activity, 
intensity, etc. ; in mod. use esp. of trade. 

1793 Vansittart Reft. Peace 57 The depression of the 
public funds, .began long before the war. 1826 Ann. Reg. 
1 A continuance of that depression in manufactures and 
commerce. 1837 Whittock Bk. Trades (1842)^392 The 
consequence has been a general depression in price for all 
but the best work. 1845 Stoddart in Encyct Metrop. I. 
64/1 There is not in actions, as there is in qualities, a simple 
scale of elevation and depression. 1886 (title), Third Report 
of the Royal Commission appointed to inquire into the De- 
pression of Trade and Industry. 

b. Lowering in pitch, flattening (of the voice, 
or a musical note), 

1845 Stoddart in Encycl. Metrop. I. 176/1 A slight degree 
of elevation or depression, of length or shortness, of weak- 
ness or force, serves to mark a very sensible difference in the 
emotion meant to be expressed. *878 W. H. Stone Sci. 
Basis Music v. 66 The present music should be carefully 
gone over, .and the modified notes marked, .with a mark of 
elevation or depression, according to their specific key 
relationship. 

C. A lowering of the column of mercury in the 
barometer or of the atmospheric pressure which is 
thereby measured; spec, in Meteorol. a centre of 
minimum pressure, or the system of winds around 
it ( = Cyclone i c). 

1881 R. H. Scott in Gd. Words July 454 Barometrical 
depressions or cyclones. Mod. Weather Report, A deep de- 
pression is forming over our western coasts. The depression 
of yesterday has passed over England to the German Ocean. 

d. Path. Lowering of the vital functions or 
powers ; a state of reduced vitality. 

1803 Med. prnl. X. i*6 Great depression. .has without 
doubt lately shewn itself in a very remarkable manner in the 
influenza. 1843 Lever p. Hinton ii, I aroused myself from 
the depression of nearly thirty hours' sea-sickness. *875 
B. Meadows Clin. Observ. 38 The inflammatory nature of 
the local affection was much more severe, and the constitu- 
tional depression . . more marked. 

0. The condition of being depressed in spirits; 
dejection, 

1665 Baker's Chron. an. 1660 (R. ) Lambert, in great de- 
pression of spirit, twice pray'd him to let him escape. *752 
Johnson Rambler No. 204 f 7 He observed their depression 
and was offended. 1857 Mrs. Carlyle Lett. II. 326 Such 
horrible depression of spirits. 1876 Geo. Eliot Dan. Der. 
lxix, He found her in a state of deep depression, over- 
mastered by those distasteful miserable memories, 
f 7. Alg. Reduction to a lower degree or power. 
1727-51 Chambers Cycl, Depression of equations. 1823 
Crabb Tecknol. Diet., Depression of an Equation (Atgeb.), 
the reducing an equation to lower degrees, as a biquadratic 
to a cubic equation, or a cubic to a quadratic, 
t Depre*ssity. Obs. rare- 
1727 Bailey vol. II, Depressity, a lowness, 
Depressive (dipre'siv), a. [f. L. depress -, ppl. 
stem of deprimere to press down, Depress + -ive.] 

1. Tending to press or force down. rare. 

*620 Vf.nner Via Recta vii. 112 By reason of their com- 
pressiue and depressiue force, they protrude and driue clowne 
the meats from the stomacke, 

2. fig. Tending to produce depression, esp. of the 
spirits ; of depressing nature. 

1727 Thomson Britannia 274 Even where the keen de- 
pressive North descends. 1787 Misc. in Ann Reg. 157 
A compliance, .would lead her friends into some depressive 
sensations, a 1847 Mrs. Sherwood Lady of Manor V, 
xx ix. 1 14 In regions so depressive both to the bodily and 
intellectual powers. 1862 Comh. Mag. VI. 607 It is a kind 
of stimulation, .which is not followed by any unhealthy de- 
pressive reaction. 

Hence Depre ssively adv., Depre-ssiveness. 

a 1670 Hacket Cent. Serin. (1675)424 If I had a thousand 
tongues and inventions, I should speak faintly and depres- 
siveiy of that supernal Palace. 1832 Carlyle Ess. (1872) 
IV. xi2 Ill-health, and its concomitant depressiveness. 

Depressor (dzjpre-ssi). Also 7 -er, -onr. [a, 
L. depressor, agent-n. from deprimere, dipress- to 
press down, Depress. In OF, dlpresseur.'] 

1. One who or that which depresses (in various 
senses ; see the verb). 

1611 Cotgr., Abbaisseur, an abaser . . depresser, humbler. 
*621 Bp. Mountagu Diatribse ua That, . would haue raised 
it selfe. against all depressors and detractors. ■ a 1639 Wotton 
in Gutch Coll. Cur. 1 . 219 Those that rayse stand ever in., 
hazard to be thought , . the fittest depressours. *868 Bain, 
The causes of pain and the depressors of vi tality. 

. 2. Anat. and Phys. a. A muscle which depresses 
or. pulls down the part, to which it is attached ; 
also at t rib. as depressor muscle, b. Depressor 
nerve : a branch of the vagus, the stimulation of 
which lowers the pressure of the blood. 

1615 Cuooke Body of Mem 741 Euery leuator or lifting 
muscle hath a depressor or sinking muscle. 1748 Hartley 
Observ. Man 1. ii. 148 The Depressors of the lower Jaw. 
1872 Huxley. Phys. ix. 234 Tne lower [eye-] lid has no 
special depressor. ' ' *875 H. ' C. Wood Therap . (1870) 13a The 
vagi and depressor nerves did not appear to be affected., . 

8. Surg, An. instrument for pressing down some 
part or organ. 

*874 Knight Diet. Meek,, Depressor {Surgery*}, an instru- 
ment, like' a curved spatula, used .for reducing or '.pushing 
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Into place an obtruding part. Such are used in operations 
on the skull . . and in couching a cataract. 1883 Syd. Soc . 
Lex., Tongue depressor , a flattened metallic plate for de- 
pressing the tongue, in order to see the throat. 

t Depressure (dipre-Jiuj). Obs. [f. L. ppl. 

stem depress- + -URE : cf. L. press itra pressure, f. 
premere , press-.] 

1. The action of pressing down ; = Depression i. 

1699 E. Tyson in Phil. Trans. XXL 432 That this de- 
pressure happened whilst the Bones were Cartilaginous. 

2 . concr. A depressed or sunken part of a surface ; 
sr. Depression 3. 

1621 G. Sandys Ovid's Met. xiu. (1626) 278 The purple 
blood from that depressure fled. *675 Evelyn Terra 11776) 
38 To fill up the hollows and Depressures of the ground. 
1677 Plot Oxfordsh. 106 Those uniform eminencies and de- 
pressures, those waved and transverse Iineations. 

8. fig . The action of putting down, bringing low, 
or humbling; debasement ; «= Depression 4, 5. 

*656 Jeanes Mixt. Schol. Div. 60 Earthly mindedness, 
though it doth no* quite degrade the soule of its immortality 
yet it is a great depressure and embasement thereof, 1768-74 
Tucker Lt. Nat (1852) II. 137 To give them an eminence 
. .above others, which is as well answered by the depressure 
of everything else above them, as by their own advance- 
ment. 

Depreter ( Building ) : see Depeter. 
Depretiate, obs. form of Depreciate. 
t Depr©*ve, V. Obs . [a. OF. des- t depreuve , 
stressed stem-form of desprover to disprove : cf. 
Deprove.] By-form of Disprove. 

CX450 Lonelich Grail xlv. 726 What they Cowden seyn 
to Cristen lawe, Owther it depreven In Ony Sawe. 1463 
Marg. Paston in Lett. No. 506 II. 196 Ye have up an en- 
quest to depreve ther wytnesse. 

Depreve, obs. form of Deprive. 
t Detriment, a. (, sb .) Obs. rare. [ad. L. de- 
priment-em , pr. pple. of deprimere to press down, 
Depress, f. De- I. 1 + prem&re to press.] Depress- 
ing ; pressing or forcing down. 

1713 Dkrham Phys. Theol. iv. ii 99 The Attollent and De- 
priment Muscles. 1721 Bailey, Depriment [in Anatomy] is 
one of the straight Muscles which moves the Ball of the 
Eye. 

b. as sb. Something that depresses or lowers. 
<21624 Bp. M. Smith Serrn. yob xxix. 14 Praises they 
esteeme for bubbles, and applauses for babies .. robes of 
scarlet or purple for depriments and detriments. 
Depriorize : see De- II. 1. 
tB©pr£*se» v. Obs. rare. [a. F. depriser in OF. 
despriser , f. dc f -, des L. dis- -f priser to Prize. Cf. 
Disprise.] trans. To depreciate, undervalue. 

c 1550 Lyndesay Satyre in Pinkerton Sc. Poems Repr. 
(1792) II. 206 Now quhill the King misknawis the veritie 
Be scho ressavit, then we will be deprysit. 
t Depri # STire. Obs . rare. [f. prec. + -ure.] 
Lowering in value or esteem, depreciation. 

1648 W. Mountaguk Devout Ess. vi. § 2 (R.) A great abate- 
ment and deprisure of their souls in the account of God. 

Deprivable (dfprorvab 1 !), a. [f. Deprive v. 
+ -able.] Liable to be deprived ; subject to de- 
privation. 

1593 Abp. Bancroft Daung. Posit, n. xii. 61 They [the 
Bishops] . . are , . depriuable. 1597 Hooker Eccl. Pol. V. 
Ixxxi. § 10 The persons that enjoy them, possesse them 
wrongfully, and are depriuable a.t all howers. 1660 R. 
Sheringham Kings Suprem. viii._ (1682) 70 They may 
thereby make him deprivable at _their pleasure. Mod. Ad- 
vantages of which he is not deprivable. 
f Depriva*do. Obs. rare. [f. D eprive#., or L. 
depnvdtus deprived, after nouns in -ado from Sp.] 
One deprived (of office, commission, licence, etc.). 

1728 North Mem. Mustek {1846) 133 , 1 . . being for many 
years an alien to the faculty, and at present a deprivado. 
Deprival (dfprsrval). [f. Deprive v. : see 
-al 5.] The act of depriving ; Deprivation. 
x6xx W, Sclater Key (1629)86 For argues it not a denial!, or 
deprivall, of grace? <21638 Mede Disc, x Cor. x. 5 Wks.(i672) 
1. 258 A wofull sign of. . deprival of Eternal life. 1873 J owett 
Plato (ed. 2) Y. 118 Punishing tlie citizen who offends with 
temporary deprival of his rights. 1886 L. O. Pike Year-bks. 
13-14 Edw. Ill, Introd. 66 The King . . had thus the power of 
institution, .and consequently the power of deprival. 

f Be*private, ppl- a.. Obs. rare. [ad. med.L. 
deprivdt-us, pa. pple. of deprivare.] Deprived. 

1360 Rolland Crt. Venus r. 252 In verteous werk, scho 
heand depriuate quhill I may bruik my liue, Hir from my 
hart 1 will near depriue. 

Be’private, v. rare . [f. med.L. deprival-, ppl. 
stem of deprivare : see Deprive.] To deprive. 

1832 Carlyle in FraseVs Mag. V. 257 Never . . has Man 
been . . deprivated of any faculty whatsoever that he in any 
era was possessed of. 

Deprivation (depriv^'Jbn). [ad. med.L. de- 
privation- em, n. of action trom deprivare to De- 
prive.] 

1 . The action of depriving or fact of being 
deprived; the taking away ^anything enjoyed; 
dispossession, loss. . ■ 

*53t3~4 2$ Hen. VIII, c. 12 In ieopardie of loss and 

depriuacion of his crowne and dignitee roial. a *633 Naun- 
ton Fragm. Reg. (Arb.) 15 All her deprivations either of life 
or liberty, being legall, and necessitated. 1731 Chandler 
tr. Linworch's Hist. Inquis. II. 2 Excommunication, De- 
privation of Ecclesiastical Buriat 1794 G. Adams Nat. 4 
Exp. Philos. II. xvii.2so[0f evils] there is none more justly 
dreaded . , than a deprivation of sight. 1830 0 ’ Israeli Chas. I 
III. vi. 79 He accounted these deprivations not among the 
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least of the many he now endured. 2875 J owett Plato (ed. 2) 
III. 260 The loss of a son or brother, or the deprivation of 
fortune. 

t b. Const, from. Obs. 

1570-1 Act of Assembly in Row Hist . Kirk (1842) 43 Also 
the suspension and deprivation of them therefra. 1379 F ulke 
Heskins' Paid. 317 She .. was punished with deprivation 
from both kindes [in the sacrament], 2586 T. B. La 
Primaud. Fr. Acad. 1. (1589) 654 Danger of deprivation 
from all authoritie by them. 

2 . spec. The action of depriving any one of an 
office, dignity, or benefice ; dispossession, deposi- 
tion; esp. the depriving an ecclesiastic of a benefice 
or preferment as an act of punishment or discipline. 

1551 Cranmer Anszo. to Gardiner 2 The occasion of your 
worthy depriuation and punishment. 1387 Fleming Contn. 
Holinshcd III. 1357/2 Sufficient force whereby the bull of 
hir maiesties depriuation might be publikelie executed. *642 
Termes de la Ley nob, Deprivation is when an Abbot, 
Bishop^ Parson, Vicar, Prebend, &c. is deprived or deposed 
from his preferment for any matter in fact or in Law. 
a 1713 Burnet Own Time (1724) 1 . 192 Sheldon, .seemed to 
apprehend that a very small number would fall under the 
deprivation, and that the gross of the party would conform. 
1839 Keightley///jL Eng. II. <50 A sentence of deprivation 
..was pronounced. 1835 Macaulay Hist. Eng. IV. 49 
Several months had been allowed him [Sherlock] before he 
incurred suspension, several months more before he incurred 
deprivation. 

Deprivative (d/priwativ), a. [f. med.L. de- 
privdt - ppl. stem + -ive : see next.] Of, pertain- 
ing to, or characterized by deprivation. 

1727 Bailey vol. II, Deprivative, of Deprivation. 1863 
Reader 3 June 632/2 A man .. entirely lost his sight by the 
excessive use of tobacco. He was. .cured by adopting a mild 
antiphlogistic and deprivative treatment. 

Deprive (dipioi'v), v. Also 4-6 -pryve, 5 
-preve, -priff. [a. OF. depriver (Godef.), ad. 
late L. ^deprivare (see deprlvatio in Dn Cange), 
f. De- I. 3 + privare to deprive.] 

I. 1 . trans. To divest, strip, bereave, dispossess 
of (formerly + from ) a possession. To deprive (a 
person) of{ a thing) - to take it away from him. 

c 1330 R. Brunne Chroit. \ 1810) 255 Depriued ]>ei our Kyng 
of alle tenement of londes of Gascoyn. a 1400-50 Alex- 
ander 1469 pus was laudes of ioy and iolite depryued [?■'. r. 
depreuett]. 1426 Audelay Poems 24 These preletus of her 
prevelache thay deprevon, £1430 Lydg. Bochas (ed. Way- 
land) 68 b, He was assented to deprive Worthy Anchus from 
his estate royal. 1548 Hall Chron. I. vj Kyng Roberte . . 
firste deprived the Erie George of all his dignitees and pos- 
sessions. 1586 T. B. La Primaud. Fr. Acad. 1. 218 Henry 
the fift by force deprived his father from the empire. 1632 
Sanderson Serin. 30 For his obstinate refusall of Con- 
formitie justly deprived from his Benefice in this Diocesse. 
1660 Boyle New Exp . Phys. Mech. Concl. 393, I have for 
diverse Yeares been deprived of His Company. 1782 Priest- 
ley ^ Corrupt. Chr. Li. -83 Arius was deprived of his office, 
and excommunicated. X793 Mrs. E. Parsons Woman as 
she should be IV. 72 Your uncle .. being deprived from 
managing your business. 1875 J owett Plato (e d. 2) IV. 283 
To deprive life of ideals is to deprive it of all higher and 
comprehensive aims. 

t b- with two objects, either of which might in the passive 
become the subject. Obs. Cf. sense 5, in which the personal 
object disappears. 

c 1450 tr. De Imitatione nr. xlv, He is depryued very 
vertues. 1539 Tonstall Serrn. ^ Palm S itnd. (1823) 45 , 1 wyl 
curse him and depriue hym his kyngedome. a 1562 in G. 
Cavendish Wolsey (1893) 240 All is depry ved me. X621 
Lady M. Wroth Urania 352 Why was sweet and dainty 
Philistella depriued mine eyes ? 1667 Milton ^. L . ix. 857 
Thee I have missed, and thought it long, depriv’d Thy pre- 
sence. 1802 Marian Moore Lascelles II. 240 To deprive 
themselves the pleasure of her company. 1814 Mrs. Jane 
West Alicia III. 141 My child !. .Even in thy early infancy 
Deprived my care. 

2 . To divest of office ; to inflict deprivation upon ; 
esp. in reference to ecclesiastical offices. 

CX325 E. E, A Hit. P. B. 1738 De-parted is J>y pryncipalte, 
depryued Ipou worses, py ren^ne rafte is \>e fro. c 1400 
Maundev. (1839) iii. 20 The Emperour of Costantynoble 
maketh the Patriarks . . and depryueth hem . . whan he 
fyndeth ony cause. 1513 More in Grafton Chron, {1568) II. 
758 Edward revetigyng his fathers death, deprived King 
Henry, and attayned the Crowne.. 163,0 R. Johnson s Kiitgd. 
4- Commw. 561 He [an officer] is sometime deprived, and 
sometime strangled. X706 Hearne Colled. 15 Feb., The Bp. 

. .depriv’d him for three years. 1827 Hali.am Const. Hist. 
(1876) L vii. 394 Archbishop Bancroft deprived a consider- 
able number of puritan clergymen. 

absol. c 1535 Dr. Layton in Lett, on Suppr. Monast. 
(Camden) 76 Ye shall not deprive or visite but upon sub- 
stanciall growndes. 

3 . To keep (a person) out of (f front) what he 
would otherwise have ; to debar from . 

C1374 Chaucer Troylus iv. 241 (269) Why wiltow me fro 
loye thus depryve ? c 1590 Marlowe Faust, iii. 82 In being 
depriv'd of Everlasting bliss. x6xx Bible Isa. xxxviii. xo, 
I am depriued of the residue of my yeeres. 1651 Hobbes 
Govt. 4 Soc. x. § 2 Subjects, .deprived from all possibility to 
acquire, .by their industry, necessaries to sustain the strength 
of their bodies and minds. 1653 Gerbier Counsel Biva, 
A Monster, which deprived also me from a publick imploy- 
ment, during the space of seaventeen years. 1771 Junius 
Lett. lxiv. 327 The mode of trial. ,deprive[$] the subject of all 
the benefits of a trial by jury. 1884 Lowell in Daily News 
7 Oct. 2/7 Is it prudent to deprive whole classes of it [the 
ballot] any longer? 

tb. absol. Obs. rare rl. 

1605 Shaks. Lear 1. ii. 4 Should I . . permit The curiosity 
of Nations to depriue me. 

f C. Const, with two objects. Obs. 

1390 Marlowe -znd Pt. Tambnrl. v. iii, My soul doth 
weep to see Your sweet desires depriv'd my Company. 1671 
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Milton P. R. iii. 23 Wherefore deprive All Earth her 
wonder at thy acts? 1694 tr. Milton’s Lett . State Sept. 
1657, That so signal a prowess and fortitude may never, .be 
deprived the fruit and due applause of all your pious under- 
takings. 

To remove (from) or cut off from access. Obs. 
1342 Boorde Dyetary viii. (1:870) 249 Chambres the whiche 
be depryued dene from the sonne and open ayre. 1594 
Carew Tasso (1881 ) 42 Emaus is a Citie, which small space 
Doth from royal! Hierusalem depriue. 

+ b. To keep off, avert. Obs. rare"" 1 . 

1627 Hakewill Apd. (1630) 1 66 Ale was his meate, his 
drinke, his cloth, Ale did his death deprive ; And, could 
liee still have drunke his ale, He had beene still alive. 

II. f 5 . To take away (a possession) ; to carry 
off, remove. Obs. 

c 1323 E. E. A Hit. P. B. 185 For , . depryue dowrie of wydoez, 
Man may mysse }>& myrj?e, }?at much is to prayse. c 1430 
Lydg. Min. Poems { 1840) 63 This blissid name . . That, first 
of alle, our thraldom can deprive, c 13x0 Barclay Mirr. 
Gd. Manners (1570) E rij b, He sodenly striketh with worde,' 
or els knife, And . . depriveth name or life. 1393 Shaks. 
Lucrece xi86 (Globe) ’Tis honour to deprive dishonour’d life. 
1605 Stow Annates 1408 His head was seuered from his body 
by the Axe at three stroakes, but the first deadly, and abso- 
lutely depriuing all sense and motion. 1623 Cockeram, 
Dejriue , to take away. 1654 tr. Scudery's Curia Pol. 96 
An inheritance, which, .fortune or ill events have deprived 
from them. 

Deprived (d/prsrvd), ppl. a. [f. Deprive v. 
+ -ed.] Dispossessed, divested ; bereft ; subjected 
to deprivation ; esp. dispossessed of a benefice. 

1532 Huloet, Depriued, ah actus, delectus de gradn. .pri- 
uatus. X710 Hearne Collect. 2 Mar., No Nonjuring or 
depriv’d Bp. a 1774 Goldsm. Surv.Exp. Philos. (1776) II. 
168 Birds, .are deprived of this apparatus. 1835 Macaulay 
H ist. Eng. IV. 39 The deprived Archbishop showed no dis- 
position to move. 

t Beprivement (dzprsi-vment). Obs. [f. De- 
prive v. + -ment.J The action of depriving or fact 
of being deprived ; deprivation. 

1630 R. Johnson's Kingd, 4* Commw. 561 Five have died 
naturall deaths after deprivement. 1637 G. Starkey Hel- 
mont's Vind. 3 The deprivement of that knowledge [is] in- 
tolerableand not to be rested in. 1691-8 Norris Pract. Disc. 
223 If. .by Deprivements or positive Inflictions he diminish 
our Happiness. 1703 D. Williamson Serrn. bef. Gen. As *• 
sembly 48 The Deprivement of Presbyterian Ministers has 
been double the time of theirs [the Episcopal Clergy]. 

Depriver (d/prsiwoi). [f. as prec. + -er 1 .] 
One who or that which deprives, or takes away 
possessions, rights, etc. 

c 1440 Jacob's Well (E. E. T. S.) 62 ]>ise dyffoulerys & de- 
pry ueres of holy cherche. a 1341 Wyatt Poet. Wks. (x86i) 
11 Love slayeth mine heart, while Fortune is depriver Of 
all my comfort, a 1658 Cleveland Poems 38 iT.) Depriver 
of those solid joys Which sack creates. 1721 Strype Eccl. 
Mem. III. xii. 109 These deprivers were so quick, .that they 
stayed not for the appearances of the priests to answer for 
themselves. 

Depriving (d^prsiwig), vbl. sb. [f. Deprive 
v. -f -ing b] The action of Deprive v. ; depriva- 
tion, 

147S Bk. Noblesse 74 Upon the depry vyng or yelding up of 
that dukedom. 1376 Baker Jewell of Health 65 b, This 
water . . prevayleth against the Apoplexie or depriving of 
senses. X621 Fitz-Geffray Elisha's Lament, (j.6^^.) 16 Double 
our lamentation for him at his depriving [= our d. of him]. 
1705 Hearne Collect . 26 Aug., Against the Depriving of 
Bi ,s . by the Civil Magistrate. 1749 Fielding Tom Jones 
viii. xiv, The depriving it of that power. 

f Deproelia-tion. Obs. [n. of action from L. 
deproelidrl to war violently, to battle; f. De- I. 3 
+ prceliari to fight, preelium a fight, battle.] 

1623 Cockeram, Depreeliation, a battell. 

Deprofessionalize : see De- IX. 1. 

De profundis : see De I. 7. 
f Bepro*me, V. Obs. rare. [ad. L. depromtire 
to draw out, fetch away, f. De- I. 2 + pi-omere to 
bring forth, produce.] trans. To draw out or 
forth; to produce. 

a 1652 Brome City Wit 11. i. Wks. 1873 L 297, I will only 
deprome, or take out a little stuffing first. 1654 Z. Coke 
Logick (1657) A viij, From it, as from a spiritual! Artillery, 
you may deprome all weapons of reason. 1637 Tomlinson 
Renou's Disp, 333 Both [artichocks] indeed are depromed 
from that tribe. 

t Bepro'mpt, v. Obs . rare “L [f. L. depromft - 9 
ppl. stem of depromere : see prec.] =prec. 

1586 Ferne Bias, Centric 36 From a vayled and covered 
speech did deprompt the hidden secrets and witty sentences 
of philosophy. 

t Beprcrmption. Obs. rare—*, [n. of action 
f, L. depromere ; see prec.] 

1656 Blount Glossogr., Depromption, a drawing or bring- 
ing forth. 

+ Depro'perate, v. Obs. rare [f. ppl. 
stem of L. deproper are to make great haste, f. De- 
I* proper are to make haste.] 

1623 Cockeram, Deproper ate, to make too much speed* 

Hence f I>epropera‘tion. 

X727 Bailey, Deproperation, a making baste or speed. 

+ Depro strate, a. Obs. rare - \ [f. De- I. 3 
+ Prostrate a.] Extremely prostrate; grovel- 
ling. 

1610 G. Fletcher Christ's Viet. 1. xliii, His unsmooth, 
tongue, and his deprostrate stile. 

Deprotestantize, deprovineialize : see De- 
II. 1. 
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DEPTXBATE. 


t jOeprO*W» v. Obs. [Early var. of desprove. 
Disprove : cf. Depeeve.] /toot. To disprove, 
refute, contradict, disapprove. 

1450-1530 Myrr, our Ladye 8 The more presumptuous 
vryll he be to fynde defaulte and to deproue . . tho thynges 

that he vnderstondyth not. 

Deptford Fink : see Pink. 

Depth (depj>). [In Wyclif depthe ; not found in 
OE, or earlier ME. : cf. ON. dypt idypft), corresp. 
to Goth, dhtpipa depth, f. diup- f ON. djitp-,- OE. 
ddop Deep. But the formation might he English 
after length, etc. : cf. the similarly late breadth , and 
see -Tfl suffix.] 

I. The quality of being deep. 

2. Measurement or distance from the top down- 
wards (or from the surface inwards) ; also fig. 

1393 Gower Conf, III. 90 Geometrie, through which a man 
hath the sleight Of length, of brede, of depth, of height. 
2423 Lydg. Piter. Smite v. xiv. (1483) 107 Alle these thre 
dymensions . , that is to seye lengthe, brede and depthe. 
*577 Googe Heresbach's Hush. it. (1586) 98 Trenches of 
a cubite in depth and breath. 1635 N, Carpenter Geog. 
Del. n. vii. 104 To find out the absolute depth of the Sea. 
1665 Hooke Microgr. 235 Filling a Glass of some depth half 
full with it. 1796 C. Marshall Garden, v. (1813) 64 The 
proper depth at which seed is to be sown. 1858 Lardner 
Handbk. Nat. Phil. 98 It will be ., necessary to find the 
depths at given intervals . . from bank to bank. Mod. The 
arrow penetrated to a considerable depth. 

"b. Measurement from front to back or inward 
from the outer part ; spec. (Mil.) the distance from 
front to rear of a body of soldiers as measured by 
the number of ranks. 

1664 Evelyn Kal. Hort. (1729') 229 Whatsoever Length his 
Green-house be, the Depth should not much exceed twelve 
or thirteen feet. 2667 Milton P. L. i. 549 Serried Shields 
in thick array Of depth immeasurable. 1703 Moxon Mech. 
Exerc . 127 What width and depth soever you intend your 
Rooms shall have. 1760-72 tr. Juan <$■ U floats Voy. led. 3) 
I. 157 It is furbeloed with a richer stuff, near half a yard in 
depth. 1832 Regul. Instr. Cavalry in. 46 Depth , distance 
from front to rear. 

2. The quality of being deep, or of considerable 
extension or distance downwards, or inwards. 

2526 Tindale Matt. xili. 5 Because it had no depth of 
erth [Wyclif, Cranmer, depnesse]. 1697 Dryden Virg. 
Georg. 11. 399 Requires a depth of Lodging in the Ground. 
2822 Scott Nigel xvii, The frequency, strength, and depth 
of his potations. Mod. The depth of the snow prevented 
our passage. We could not reach it from its depth beneath 
the surface. 

3. fig. Of subjects of thought : Profundity, ab- 
fitruseness. 

c 1590 Marlowe Faustus i. Settle thy studies, Faustus, 
and begin To sound the depth of that thou wilt profess. 
2605 Bp. Hall Medit. j- Vows n. § 53 The humility of those 
great and profound wits, whom depth of knowledge hath 
not led to bypaths in judgement. X613 Sir H. Finch Law 
(1636) 57 A great part of the depth and learning of the 
Law. 1850 M' Cosh Div. Govt. iv. ii. (1874) 490 There is a 
great depth of meaning in the saying. 

b. Of persons, or their mental faculties or actions : 
Profnnditjr, penetration, sagacity. 

1605 Bacon Adv. Learn. 1. iv. § 2 (1873) 2 9 Fife of inven- 
tion, or depth of judgement. 171 1 Hearne Collect . (Oxf. 
Hist, Soc.) III. xo8 A Man of extraordinary Depth. 2781 
Cow per Charity 392 He talks of light, and the prismatic 
hues. As men of depth in. erudition use. 2872 Morley Vol- 
taire 1x886) 86 If it is often necessary to condemn him for 
superficiality, this lack of depth seldom . . proceeds from 
painstaking. 

4. Of feelings, moral qualities, or states : Inten- 
sity, profundity, 

1596 Shaks. Tam. Shr.v. i. X41 To sound the depth of 
this knauerie. 2598 Drayton Heroic. Ep. xxiii. 23 The 
depth of Woe with words we hardly sound. 2640 Glap- 
thorxe Lady's Priv. iv. i, This cruelty exceeds The depth 
of tyranny. X738 Wesley Ps. $ Hymns {1765) cxxxvii, The 
Depth of sympathetic Woe! 2869 Freeman Norm. Conq. 
(1876) III. xui. 303 Tostig alone did not stick at this depth 
of treason. 

5. Of physical qualities or conditions, as silence, 
darkness, colour : Intensity, 

2624 Davenport City Nt. -Cap in, In depth of silence, you 
shall confess, c 2820 S. Rogers Italy (1830) 132 Cedar and 
cypress threw Singly their depth of shadow. 2873 Tyndall 
Led. on Light iv. 157 A splendid azure, which . . reaches 
a maximum of depth and purity, and then . . passes into 
whitish blue. 

0. Logic. The sum of the attributes contained in 
a concept ; = Comprehension 4. _ 

2864 Bowen Logic iv, 67 This distinction of Quantity lias 
been expressed by Logicians in various ways . . A Logical or 
Universal whole has Extension, Breadth, Sphere , . A Meta- 
physical or Formal whole has Intension, Depth, Compre- 
hension. 

IL Something that is deep. 

7. A deep water ; a deep part of the sea, or of 
any body of water. Usually in pL ; now only 
poetic and rhetorical. 

2582 Wyclif Ex. xv. 5 The depe watris couerden hem ; 
thei descendiden into the depthe as a stoon. 1388 — - Ps. 
cxlviii. 7 Herie 3c the Lord ; dragouns, and alle aepthis of 
watris {2382 depnessish C1400 Prymer 67 DepJ?e clepi}> 
depjhe, in be vois of Jri wyndowis. *580 Sidney Psalms 
xviii. 5 Ev’n from the waters depth, my God preserv'd me 
soe. 2622 Bible Ex. xv. $ The depths haue couered them. 
2816 J. Wilson City of Plague iu iv. 152 But I have gazed 
with adoration Upon its awful depths profoundly calm. 
2820 Shelley Cloud 24 In the depths of the purple sea. 


f b. The great abyss of waters ; the Deep. Obs. 
2382 Wyclif Isa. li. 10 Whether not thou driedist the se, 
water of the huge depthe. 2611 Bible Prov. viii. 27 When 
he set a compas.se vpon the face of the depth. 

8. A deep place in the earth, etc. ; a deep pit, 
cavity, or valley {obs . ) ; pi. the deep or lowest part 
of a pit, cavity, etc. (rhet.). 

2523 Ld. Berners Froiss. I. xviii. 20 Thus rode forthe all 
that daye, the yonge kyng of Inglande, bymountaignes and 
deptis. 2697 Dryden Virg. Georg, iv. 690 Ev’n from the 
depths of Hell the Damn’d advance. 1852 Mrs. Stowe 
Uncle Tonis C. xv, Miss Ophelia, suddenly rising from 
the depths of the large arm-chair. 2871 Morley Voltaire 
(2886) 4 A demon from the depths of the pit. 

9. A vast or unfathomable space, an abyss ; the 
deep or remote part (tj/ - space, the air, the sky, etc.). 
Usually in pi. (poet, and rhet.) 

1613 Purchas Pilgrimage 1. ii. 6 An Earth without forme, 
and void, a darkened depth and waters. 2697 Dryden 
Virg. Georg. 11. 678 The Depths of Heav’n above, and Earth 
below. 2722 Addison Sped. No. 420 p 3 Those unfathom- 
able Depths of riEther. _ 1849 Longf. Kavanagk v. 32 
Measureless depths of air around. 1883 Proctor Myst. 
Time fr Space 57 With Briarean arms science thrust back 
the stars into the depths of space. 

10. The inner part far if om the surface or outside. 
Also in pi. 

c 1400 Lanf rands Cirurg. 60 (MS. B) Brennynge of hqte 
eyren to J?e dep)?e of the wounde ys most proffytable. Ibid. 
91 If bat a festre perse . . into depbe it is an imperfrft cure. 
1732 Pope Ess. Man 1. iox Some saferworld, in depth of woods 
embrac'd. 1774 Goldsm. Nat. Hist. (1776) V. 254 In the 
depth of those remote and solitary forests. 2820 Shelley 
Homers Hymn to Merc, xxxi, The sacred wood, Which 
from the inmost depths of its green glen Echoes the voice 
of Neptune. 2887 Bowen Virg. A Ensidi . 311 Compassed 
with trees of the forest and depths of shuddering shade. 

IX. The middle (of winter, of night), when the 
cold, stillness, or darkness is most intense. 

1605 Chapman Alfooles 1. ii, You meet by stealth In depth 
of midnight. 16x8 Bolton Floms (1636) 273 Though it were 
the depth of Winter, a 1764 Lloyd Poems, New- River 
Head, Nor finish tilt the depth of night. 2863 Fr. A. 
Kemble Rest'd, in Georgia 29 In full leaf and beauty in the 
very depth of winter. 

12. fig. A deep (i.e. secret, mysterious, unfathom- 
able, etc.) region of thought, feeling, or being; 
the inmost, remotest, or extreme part. Now often 
in pi. 

2382 Wyclif Ps. cxxix. 2 Fro depthis I criede to thee. Lord. 
2540 Coverdale Fruitf. Less. v. Wks. 1844 I- 4°9 God’s 
word is even as a two-edged sword, and entereth through to 
the depth, c 2592 Marlowe Mass. Paris 1, viii, Having 
a smack in all. And yet didst never sound anything to the 
depth. 159a Shaks. Rom. fr pul. 11. iv. 104 , 1 was come to the 
whole depth of my tale ; 2665 J. Spencer Vulg. Prophecies 
96 N ot a cloud y expression drops from them but it is christned 
a depth and a great mystery. 1823 Shelley Q. Mab vi. 187 
From the depths of unrecorded time. 1874 H elps Soc. Press. 
iii. 54 Imagine that there were no such depths of degradation. j 

III. 13. Phr. Beyond or out of one's depth : 
lit. in Water loo deep for one to reach the bottom 
without sinking ; Jig. beyond one’s understanding 
or capacities. 

2613 Shaks. Hen. VIII, in. ii. 361 , 1 haue ventur’d Like 
little wanton Boyes that swim on bladders . . in a Sea of 
Glory, But farre beyond my depth. 2709 Pope Ess. Crit. 

50 Launch not beyond your depth, but be discreet, 2722 
Addison Sped. No. 403 f 7 Finding them going out of my 
Depth I passed forward. 2892 Pall Mall G. 19 Jan. 4/3 He 
remained three hours in the water, afraid to move, lest he 
should get out of his depth. 

IV. Comb, depth-gauge, a gauge used to 
measure the depth of holes; depth- wise adv., in 
the way or direction of depth. 

1824 W. Taylor in Monthly Mag. XXXVIII. 214 A viola- 
tion of unity of scene, not sidewards, but depthwise. 

Be’pthen, v. rare. [f. Depth : cf. lengthen 
strengthen, heighten , etc.] trans. — Deepen. 

1587 Fleming Cotitn. Holinshed III. 2547/2 One pent of 
water had so scowred and depthened the same [hauen's 
mouth]. xqz^ Lond. Gaz. No. 6148/2 An Act for depthning 
. . and improving the Haven and Piers of Great Yarmouth. 
Hence De*pthening vbl. sb. and ppl. a.; depth- 
ening-tool (see next). 

Be'pthing, vbl. sb. [f. assumed vb. depth - 
Dbpthen + -1NG 3 .] In depthing or depthening - 
tool: a. a countersink for deepening a hole; b. 
a watchmaker’s tool for gauging the distances of 
pivot-holes in movement plates. 

2788 Trans. Soc. Arts VI. 288 Description of the sector 
depthing tool [in Horology]. 2879 Cassells Teckn. Educ. 
XV. 325/2 Supposing we place a wheel and pinion into the 
depthing tool, with sixty-four teeth and eight leaves respec- 
tively. 2884 F. J. Britten Watch & Clockm. 8t Accuracy 
of construction is absolutely essential in the depthing tool. 

Depthless (defies), a. [-less.] 

1. Of which the depth cannot be sounded ; fathom- 
less; abyssal. 

2629 H. Hutton Follies' Anal. 22 A sabariticke sea, a 
depthlesse gulfe. 2620 Dekker Dreame(x86o) 13 Were. . My 
pen of pointed adamant . . Mine inke a depthlesse sea. 2654 
E. Johnson Wond. wrkg. Provid. 132 The depthlesse ditches 
that blind guides lead into. 1828 Blackw. Mag. XXIV. 159 
The salt flood’s limitless— depthless waters. 

2. Without depth actually; shallow, superficial. 

2816 Coleridge Biog. Lit., etc. (2882) 318 The depthless 

abstractions of fleeting phenomena, the shadows of sailing 
vapours, 2825 — A ids Reft. (1854) 122 The breadthless lines, 
depthless surfaces, and perfect circles of geometry. 


f Bepircel, -elle, v. Also 5 des-, dispuselle. 
[a. F. depuceler, in OF. desp- (12th c. in Lutre), f. 
dd- y des- L. Dis- + F. pucelle maiden ; see Pu- 
celle.] trans. To deflower. 

2440 J. Shirley Detke K. James (18x8) 5 Yn dispusellyng 
and defowlyng of yong madyns. 2480 Caxton Ovid’s Met. 
xni. xv, How she was despucelled by a Gyante. 1483 — 
G. de la Tour Evja, Of the doughter of lacob that was 
depuceled. 

t Depircelate, Obs. rare. Also 7 depu- 
silate. [f. F. ddpuceler : see -ate 3 7.] prec. 

2621 Cotgr., Depuceler , to depucelate, or deflower a 
virgine. 2635 liROMuSpar. Garden iv, iv, She is depusilated 
by your sonne. <*1693 Urquhart Rabelais m. vi. 58 The 
unmaidening or depucelating of a hundred Virgins. 
f Depir&icate, V. Obs. rare- [f. ppl. stem 
of L. depudicdre to debauch, f. De- I. 6 + pudic-us 
chaste ] trans. To violate the chastity of, deflower. 
2623 in Cociceram. 1656 in Blount Glossogr. 

f Depirdorate, Obs. rare. [f. De- II. i + 
L. pudor shame, modesty.] trans. To deprive of 
shame, make shameless. 

2678 Cudworth Intell. Sysi. 7. iv. 293 Their Minds are.. 
Depudorated or become so void of Shame, as that [etc.]. 
Depullula*tion. nonce~wd. [noun of action 
f. L. De- I. 2 fr pull ulare to sprout out, f. pullulits 
chick, sprout.] Removal or plucking off of sprouts, 
1839-40 De Quincey Casuistry Wks. VIII. 252 It is . . by 
the everlasting depullulation of fresh sprouts and shoots from 
old boughs, that this enormous accumulation takes place. 

Bepulper (dfp2?-lpoi). [f. * depulp vb. (in 
med.L. depulpare ; ‘ depulpo — boro era pncv ’ in L.-Gr. 
Gloss.) fr -er 1 .] An apparatus for removing pulp. 
1882 Spon Encycl. Manufi. 2839 (Beet-sugar) The term 

* depulpers ’ has been applied to a class of apparatus rendered 
necessary by the inability of the ordinary filters to com- 
pletely remove the fine pulpy matters from the juice. They 
are really nothing more than effective mechanical filters. 

f Bepulsaidon. Obs. rare [n. of action 
from L. depulsdre to thrust away : see Depulse ] 
2727 Bailey vol. II, Depulsation, a thrusting or driving 
away or repelling. 

f jDepuTse, V. Obs. [ad. L. depulsdre to thrust 
away, freq. of depe Here. f. De- I. 2 + pell Jr e , puls-, 
to drive, push : see Defel.] trans. To drive or 
thrust awny, thrust down. 

c 1555 Harpsfield Divorce Hen. VIII (1878 87 He that 
married his brother’s wife, .depulsed the shame and ignominy 
of barrenness. 1563-87 Foxe A. M. (1596) 535/x Which 
. . not onlie thrust into heauen . .saintes of your owne making 
. . but also depulse downe from heauen . . Gods welbeloued 
seruants. 1623 Cockeram, Depulse , to driue away, to thrust 
one often away. 

tDepulsion (dipp-ljbn). Obs. [ad. L. de- 
pulsidn-em , n. of action from depellere to drive 
away: see Depulse.] The action of driving or 
thrusting away ; expulsion ; repulsion. 

1612 Speed Hist. Gt. Brit. ix. xvh § 94 (After her Husbands 
depulsion from his regall Throne) her forces being vanquished 
at the battell of Tewksbury. 1638 Wilkins New World 1. 
(1684) 163 [They] cannot have any Power of Attraction or 
Depulsion in them. 

t DepuTsive, a. Obs. [f. L, depuls-, ppl. stem 
of depellere : see -ive : cf . impulsive i] Having the 
quality of driving away ; averting ; prophylactic. 

c 2615 C. More Life Sir T. More (1828) 326 The whole- 
some depulsive triacle . . against this . . deadly infection. 

t BepuTsor. Obs. In 6 depoulsonr. [a. L. 
depulsor , agent-n. from depellere : see Depulse. 
Cf. OF. depulseur (Code!.).] One who drives 
or thrusts away ; a repeller. 

# 1542 Udall Erasm. Apaph. (1877) 230 (D.) Hercules was 
in olde time worshipped vnder the name of aAe£ucaKos, that 
is, the depoulsour and driuer awaye of all euills. 

t BepuTsory, a. Obs . [ad. I,, depulsdri-us, f. 
depulsor: see prec. and - ory.] *= Depulsive. 

2609 Holland A mm. Marcell. xxv. It. 263 Making sup- 
plication , . unto the gods by the meanes of certaine depulsorie 
sacrifices. 

t Bepnlye, v. Sc. Obs. In 6 depnl3e, -uil^ie. 
[ad. F. dSpouiller , in OF. desp-.] — Despoil. 

1513 Douglas AKneis iv. vii. 80 Lyk emetis ... Quhen thai 
depul3e the meikle bing of quheit. 

Bepiiraut (d/pitF-rant, de*piu-) , a. and sb. Med. 
[ad. med.L. depur dnt-em, pr. pple. of depurare 
(see below).] 

A. adj. Purifying ; Med. Having the quality of 
purifying the blood or other fluids of the body. 
B. sb. A medicine or substance which has this 
quality. . ' , ■ 

2875 H. C. Wood Thera/ . (1879) 588 Water acts. not. only 
as a diluent, but also as a depurant. ■ 2883. Syd. Soc. Lex., 
Depur ant, purifying ; cleansing. ' Applied to. medicines, or 
to any kind of diet, that purifies the fluids of the body. 

+ Bepu*rate, ppl. (I. Obs. [ad. med.L. depu- 
rdt-us, pa. pple, of depurare .(see' next): in F. 
depur J.] Purified, cleansed, refined, clarified. 

. 1657 W. Coles Adam in Eden clxv, The said depurate 
juice. 1661 Glanvill Van. of Dogm. xi. (R.), A material 
attribute, and; incompatible with so depurate a: nature. 1686 
Goad Celest. Bodies m. ii. 428 Sulfur refin’d and depurate. 

Depurate (dfpiu**r^t, de*piur<dt), v. [f. ppl. 
stem of med.L. depurare, f. De- I. 3 *f purdre to 
purify, purus pure. Cf. F. dipurer (13th c. in 
Hatzf,), Pr. and Sp, depur ar. It. depurare.] 


DEPURATION. 

1 . irons. To free from impurities, purify, cleanse. 

1620 Vknner Via Recta Introd. 8 It [water] is the better 

depurated with the morning Sunne, and pure orientall 
Windes. 1685 Boyle Effects Motion Suppl. 156 Let the 
Gums be depurated with the Vinegar of Squills. 1751 Bayly 
in Phil. Trans. XLVII. 29 Sufficient to depurate the blood. 
1800 Howard ibid. XC. 218 It hud been depurated from 
excess of alkali. 1880 Haughtgn Phys. Geog. iii. 78 The 
luxuriant Flora of the Coal period — which served to depu- 
rate the atmosphere of its Carbonic Acid. 
fig. 1681 Glanvill Sadducismus 148 Their Imagination 
is not sufficiently defecated and depurated from the filth .. 
of Corporeity. 1780 Burke Speech at Bristol Wks. 1842 
I. 263 It was long before the spirit of true piety .. could be 
depurated from the dregs and feculence of the contention. 
1832 Eraser' S' Mag. VI. 602 Will you not feel your being 
depurated of its accustomed weaknesses ? 

2 . intr. { for reji. ) To become free from impurities. 

1767 Monro in Phil. Trans. LVII. 407 After it had stood 

for a month to depurate, it was again filtered. 

Hence Depurated. ppl. a., Depurating vbl.sb. 

and ///, a. 

1651 Biggs New Disp. t 124 The depurated bloud from 
the vena. cava, 1762 tr. Busching’s Syst. Geog. I. 179 
Sulphur is also found . . but the melting and depurating of 
it is too chargeable. 1781 Phil. Trans. LX XL 41 The 
quantity of depurated salt they will afford. 1840 Barham 
Ingol. Leg., Spectre of Tapp., They had come under the 
valet’s depurating hand. 1844-57 G. Bird Ur in. Deposits 
(ed. 5) 63 The depurating functions of [the] kidneys. 

Depuration, (depiur^-jbn). [a. F. depuration 
(13th c. in Littre), or ad. med.L. depuration- em 
(It. depurazione , Sp. depuration, Pr. depur acid), 
n. of action from depurdre to Depurate.] The 
action or process of freeing from impurities ; puri- 
fication, refining ; in Med. the removal of impurities 
from the humours or fluids of the body. 

1603 Holland Plutarch's Mor. 603 (R.) This manner of 
depuration and clarifying of it by a strainer. 1641 French 
DistiU. i. (1651) 33 The depuration of Manna for this use. 
1753 N. Torriano Gangr. Sore Throat p. xii, This critical 
Depuration of the Blood by Eruptions on the Skin. 1789 
Mrs. Piozzi J oum. France I. 195 The depuration of gold 
may be < performed many ways, 1880 Haughton Phys. 
Geog. iii. 81 The Upper Palaeozoic age, in which the chief 
depuration of the atmosphere took place. 

Depurative ' d/piu^rativ, de*pirm?'tiv), a. and 
sb. [f. med. or mod.L. depurdtiv-us, f. ppl. stem 
of dipur are : cf. F. ddpuralif (1792 in Hatzf.).] 

A. adj. Having the quality of cleansing from 
impurities. B. sb. A purifying agent or medicine. 

Depurative disease, a name given by Dickinson to larda- 
ceous disease. 

1684 tr. B 07 tet's Merc. Compit. vi. 167 A depurative fer- 
mentation of the humours. 1830 Lindley Nat. Syst. Bpt. 
147 The depurative properties ascribed . . to Viola panina. 
2861 Technologist II. 30 Sarsaparilla .. as a depurative and 
restorative in disorders of the blood. 

Depurator (de-piur^t9i). [agent-n. f. Depu- 
rate v. on Latin analogies.] An agent or apparatus 
that purifies or cleanses ; spec, see quot. 1874. 

1835 Kirby Hah. <3* Inst. Anim. I. 159 Similar to what 
devolves upon the larves of certain insects, with regard to 
stagnant waters, they may be depurators. 1858 Simmonds, 
Depurator , a French machine for cleansing and preparing 
cotton for spinning. 1874 Knight Diet. Mech. } Depurator , 
an apparatus to assist the expulsion of morbid matter by 
means of the excretory ducts of the skin. .The depurator 
is described in Nathan Smith’s English patent^ 1802. 1885 
Alien, # Neurol. Oct. 540 The remedies indicated ..are 
chiefly depurators and nutrients. 

Depuratory (dfpiuwratari), a. {sb.) [mod. 
f. ppl. stem of depurdre : see -ory.] 

A. adj. — Depurative a. ; formerly spec. * ap- 
plied to certain diseases which were supposed to 
carry off impurities from the system ’ (Syd. Soc. Lex.). 

1676 Phil. Trans. XL 569 The Continual Depuratory 
Feaver. 1733 Cheyne Eng. Malady 11. xi, § 3 (1734) 233 
Nervous Fevers, as distinguished from Hot and Depuratory 
ones. 1870 Rolleston Anim. Life 256 A water-vascular 
or depuratory system, 

B. sb. *■ Depurative sb. 

f Depirre, V. Ohs. [ad. F. de purer or med.L. 
depurdrex see Depurate.] trans. To free from im- 
purity, clean se, purify (///. and Jig.) ; = Depurate v. 

a 1400-50 Alexander 27 68 Send . , Sum pured pelloure de- 
purid to put in cure weeks. 1447 Bokenham Seyutys (Roxb.) 
246 My soule depuryd from vyce. 1599 Nasiie Lenten 
Stuff c Ep. Bed., He sends for the barber to depure, decur- 
tate, and sponge him. 1699 Evelyn Acetaria. (1729) 156 
Ingredients . . [which] depure the Blood. 

Hence Deptrred, Depuring ppl. adjs . 

■ 1503 Hawes Examp . Virt. vi. 74 Andlyke crystall depured 
was Euery wyndowe. 1508 Dunbar Geldyn Targe i, With 
cleir depurit beims christalype. 1545 Raynold Byrth Man- 
kynde 133 Coafycte them with claryfied and depuryd hunny. 
2546 Langley Pol. Verg.De Invent. II. i. 35 b, Lawes promul- 
gate by God, confirmed after the moste depured and perfecte 
maner. 1873 W. S. Mayo Never Again xxxii. 417 Spirit of 
Night., Already doth thy soft depuring light Mine eyes unfilm. 

f Depu*rgatory, a. Obs. rare ~°. [f. ppl. 

stem of L. depurgdre to clean out: see -ory.] 
Having the quality of purging or cleansing. 
x6xx Cotgr., Depurgatoire, depurgatorie ; purging, 
t Beptrrge, Obs. [ad. L. depurgdre : see 
prec.] trans. To purge or cleanse from impurity. 
X657 in Physical Diet. 

Depurit, Sc. f. Depured ppl. a. 

" Depurition, bad form for Depuration. 

■■ 1847 In Craig. ■ 
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t Bepu*rse, Sc. Obs. [f. De- II. 2 + Purse: 
cf. deburse, disburse.'} = Disburse. 

a 1648 Sc. Acts Chas. I (1814) V. 479 (Jam.), With power 
..to borrow, vptak, and leavie moneyes . . and to give .. 
directiones for depurseing thairof. 1655 in Z. Boyd Zion’s 
Flowers (1855) App. 29/1 Halfe of the expenses depursed 
in legall pursute. 1676 W. Row Contn. Blair's A utohiog. 
xii. (1848) 380 Which monies Mr. Blair did most willingly 
depurse. 1733 P. Lindsay Interest Scot. 203 The Money 
depurst for their Expence and Provisions. 

Hence Deptrrsement = Disbursement. 

1636 Rutherford Lett. (1862) I. 158 Write up your de- 
pursements . . and keep the account of what ye give out. 
1643 Sc. Acts Chas. 1 1x8701 VI. 16 Necessarie depursements 
bestowed he him. 1774 Petit, in A. M ,- Kay Hist. Kil- 
marnock 303 To. .expend the haill necessary depursement. 

Deputable (dipi^tab’l, de*pi£-), a. [f. Depute 

v. 4- - able.] Capable of being, or fit to be, deputed. 
1621 W. Sclater Tythes (1623) 220 A fifth or tenth of Time 

deputahle to the seruice of God. Ibid. 224 A sixth or eighth 
of time deputahle to Gods seruice. 2841 Carlyle Baittie 
Misc. (188S) VI. 207 A man deputahle to the London Par- 
liament and elsewhither. 

t De*putary f a. Obs. rare, [irreg. f. Depute v. 
+ -ary 1.] Acting as a deputy ; deputed. 

1581 J. Bell Hadden’s A nsw. Osor. 391 b, His [the Pope’s] 
Bulles of Pardons and his deputary Comissaryes, 

■f De putate, ///. a. Obs. [ad. L. deputdt-us , 
pa. pple. of deputdre to Depute.] (pple. and adj.) 
Deputed; appointed, assigned. 

a 1440 Found. St. Bartholomew’s 32 Holy place, whiche 
deputat ys only to dyuyne vse. 1560 Rolland Crt. Venus 
111. 181 Rhamnusia, quhilk [mispr. quhill] was luge deputate. 

Deputation (depict? i*jbn), sb. [f. L. type 
* deputation- em, n. of action from deputdre to De- 
pute : cf. F. deputation (16th c. in Littre), It. 
deput azione (deput atione, Florio 1 598).] The action 
of deputing, or fact of being deputed. 

+1. gen. Appointment, ordination, assignment 
(to an office, function, etc.\ Obs. 

1393 Gower Conf. III. 178 He shall. .Ordeigne his depu- 
tation Of suche juges, as ben lerned. c 1449 Pecock Repr. 
n. xii. 220 The deputacioun and the assignyng bi which the 
visible eukarist is ordeyned and assigned forto represente 
the bodi of Crist. 1509-10 Act 1 Hen. VIII, c. 9 The Chaun- 
celler . . [shall] have the Deputacion and Assignement of . . 
Persones . . that they shall take and receive the seid Toule 
and Custome. 1640 Bp. Hall Episc. n. xxi. 207 One Bartolo- 
maeus the Bishop of the Hereticks . . taking upon him the 
Deputation of that Anti-pope, yeelded unto him a wicked and 
abhominable reverence. <21647 Fulmer Patriarcha (1887) 
32 It seems they did not like a king by deputation hut desired 
one by succession. 1650 R. Holungworth Usurped Powers 
68 None can take it in hand but by deputation from him. 

2 , spec. Appointment to act on behalf of another ; 
delegation. 

[1534 Act 26 Hen. VIII, c. 3 § 4 Any_ person, .to whome 
any deputacion shalbe maae by commission.] 1552 Huloet, 
Deputation, subsoriitio, substitutio, surrogatio. 1597 
Hooker Eccl. Pol . v. lxxxi. § 7 Vnto all these . . the 
law hath . . given leaue, while themselues bear waightier 
burthens, to supply inferiour by deputation. X698 Norris 
Treat. Sev, Subjects 280 That we Feed them our selves, 
and not by Proxy or Deputation. 1799 J. Robertson 
Agric. Perth 44 The king . . grants this deputation to a 
person regularly bred to the law. 1863 A J. Horwood 
Year-bks. 30-1 Ediy. I, Pref. 29 An attorney might be 
appointed for a particular suit or generally/or all suits, and 
the latter kind of deputation was common in Eyre. 

fb. A document conveying such an appoint- 
ment ; a commission, warrant. Obs. 

1628 Digby Voy. Med.it . (1868) 4 This same day I sealed 
to Sir Edward Stradling a deputation of being my Vice- 
admirall. 1692 Lond. Gaz. No. 2698/4 A black Hair’d 
Man, who went about the Countries with a false Depu- 
tation. 1798 Jane Austen Lett. I. 162 James Digweed 
called to day, and I gave him. his brother’s deputation. 

f 3 . An appointment by the lord of the manor to 
the office and rights of a gamekeeper ; a document 
conveying such appointment under statutory au- 
thority. obs. 

(The deputation was necessary to constitute a gamekeeper ; 
but it was also frequently used as a means of giving to 
friends the privilege of shooting game over an estate.) 

1749 Fielding Tom fones iv. v, The squire declared .. he 
would give the game-keeper his deputation the next morn- 
ing. ^1815 Jane Austen Persuas. iii. (D.), He .. had 
inquired about the manor; would be glad of the deputation, 
certainly, but made no great point of it; said he sometimes 
took out a gun, but never killed. 1869 Daily News 23 Apr., 
Formerly the Woods and Forests gave what were called 
1 deputations * to gentlemen to shoot over the Grown lands. 
x88o S. Walpole Hist. Eng. III. 63 Country gentlemen 
who were desirous of doing a neighbour a good turn were 
in the habit of giving him a * deputation ’ as a gamekeeper. 
4 . A body of persons appointed to go on a mission 
on behaif of another or others. Often a small 
company (or a single person) deputed by a society 
to visit various places on behalf of the society. 
(The chief current use.) 

173a Lediard S ethos II. ix. 344 They propos’d to send 
a deputation of four senators. 1828 DTsraeli Chas. I, I. 

vi. 186 A deputation of the Houses waited on the King. 
1879 M c Carthy Own 'Times II. xxii. 246 The deputations 
represented certain metropolitan parishes, and were the 
exponents of markedly Radical opinions. 

Hence Deputa tion, Deputa*tioniae v., to visit 
with a deputation ; Depntational a., of or belong- 
ing to a deputation ; Deputaijionist, one who 
belongs to or supports a deputation. 
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2885 March. Exam. 18 Mar. 5/3 The trustees are on the 
side of the deputationists. 1888 Balance Sheet Aianchester 
Ck. of E. Temp. Soc., Travelling and Deputational Ex- 
penses 1888 Lane. Evening Post 3 Feb. 2/4 The Prime 
Minister has been depu ration ised by some of the most expert 
among our sociologists. 1891 Scott. Leader 12 Jan. 4 The 
Unionists. . last week ‘ deputationed 1 Mr. Goschen. 

Deptttative (de'pb/teitiv), a. [f. L. deputat - , 
ppl. stem of deputdre to Depute + -ive.] Charac- 
terized by deputation or by being deputed ; of the 
nature of a deputy. 

1625-8 tr. Camden s Hist. EUz. m. {168B) 362 A Parlia- 
ment . . begun by a deputative Commission granted by the 
Queen to the Archbishop of Canterbury, the Lord Treasurer, 
and the Earl of Derby. 1646 Lilburne Game Scotch fy 
Eng. 20 Wherein the joynt military interest of both King- 
domes is represented . . and both thereby incorporated into 
one deputative body. <2x653 Gouge Comm. Heb. ii. 5 If 
authority be yielded un-to Angels, yet that authority is only 
deputative in reference to. .work which is injoyned by them. 

Hence De ’putatively adv., by way of deputa- 
tion. 

1653 Gauden Hierasf. 472 To pay Tithes to Christ . . by 
the hands of his Ministers, who are deputatively and 
ministerially himself. x8rS G. S. Faber II or. Mos. II, 43 
And who can have authority to send, unless God imme- 
diately, or certain of his previously appointed messengers 
deputatively? 

Beplltator (de'pi^tVtai). rare, [agent-n. from 
L. deputdre to Depute.] 

1 . One who deputes another to act for him. 

1669 Locke Laws of ' Carolina § 56 All such deputations,, 
shall be revocable at the pleasure of the deputator. 2884 
igth Cent. Jan. 84 The deputy necessarily disappeared with 
the deputator. . 

2 . A member of a deputation, (nonce-use.) 

xBg^Nat. Observer 6 Jan. 1S1/1 The philanthropic projects 

of Professor Stuart, and other ‘ deputators’. 

Depute (de'piz/t), ppl. a. and sb. Now only Sc. 
Also 5-6 deputte, 6-7 deput ; see also Debite. 
[Found as pa. pple. before the appearance of any 
other part of Depute v. ; app. repr. OF. depute 
(mod.F. deput d) pa. pple., the final e having become 
mute, as in assign, avowe, etc. After the verb 
came into use, depute, deput, continued to be used 
as its pa. pple., and even as its pa. t. (esp. in Sc., 
where perhaps it was viewed as short for depuiit \ 
deputed). Only Sc. since the 1 7th c.] 

f A. as pa. pple. Deputed ; imputed, ascribed ; 
appointed, assigned : see Depute v. 

1382 Wyclif Rom. Prol. 299 The apostil .. she with .. al 
..to be depute to the grace of God. 1413 Pilgr. Sowle 
(Caxton) 1. xxii. (1859) 24 Grace, quene and heuenly pryncessev 
As depute by the souerayne kyng eterne. c 1440 Gesta Rom. 
liv. 235 (Hark MS) Tnei .. hadde I-putte sheldes in a 
certevne place deputte }?erefor. 1513 Douglas Mneis vi, ix. 
180 Quhat sort of pane is deput ay For ilk trespas. 1623 
Camden in Lett. Lit. Men t Camden) 126 Some such as were 
deput for mee in this yeeres Visitation. 

B. sb. One deputed ; —Deputy. (Now only Ait.) 

1405, 1490 [see Deputy i b, 2]. 1530 in W. H. Turner 

Select. Rec. Oxford 72 The seyd Chaunseler, hys Deputt's, 
and Scolers. 1563-7 Buchanan Reform. St. Andros Wks. 
(1892) 15 The conservatour or hys deput being present. 
a 1605 Montgomerie Misc. Poems xxviii. 1 Melancholie, 
grit deput of Dispair. 1821 Joanna Baillie Metr. Leg., 
Lord John xxiv, ’Twas no depute’s task your guest to ask. 
x868 Act 31-2 Viet. c. iox § 36 Such decree shall be re- 
corded by the director of Chancery, or his depute. 

C. In comb. (Sc.) 

1640-1 Kirkcudbr, JVar-Cotnnt. Min. Bk. (1855) 56 
Ressaivit by the Commissar depute, the rentalles of the 
pretendit bischopes' rentes. 1681 Act Secur. Peace of 
Kingd. I Scot!) in Land. Gaz. No. 1648/4 To nominate 
Sheriff-Deputs, Justices of Peace, or other Commissioners. 
1753 Stewart's Trial App. 4 Mr. Archibald Campbell of 
Stonefield, sberiff-depute of the shire of Argyll* 1869 
Pall Mali G. 6 July 5 The Lord Advocate. . the Solicitor- 
General . . Subordinate to these are four advocate-deputes. 

Depute (clfpizrtL [a. F, dfyuter (1328 in 
Hatzf.), ad. I,, deputdre to consider as, destine, 
allot, f. De- I. 2 b + putdre to think, count, con- 
sider, etc.] 

f 1. trans. T o appoint, assign, ordain (a person or 
thing) to or for a particular office, purpose, or 
function. Obs. 

c 1425 Wyntoun Cron. vii. vi. 361 And als be depute hys 
Counsale The erle of F yfe mast specyale. 1483 Caxton Gold. 
Leg. 89 b/i Thys chylde was taken prysoner and deputed 
to serue the kynge. 1489 — ■ Faytes of A. iv. xv. 274 The 
sygne of the Egle is deputed for the dygnyte Imperyak 
1513-4 Act s Hen. VIII, c. 1 Pream., jrhe Kyng . . hath 
deputed and ordeyned in the seid Citie . . divers officers 
and ministres. a X533 Ld. Berners Gold. Bk. M. Aurel. 
(1546) I ij, He deputed two howres for the matters of Asie. 
1631 Gouge Gods Arrows iii. Ep. Ded. 4 Faithful . . in de- 
puting to the Lords service men fit for their function. 1683 
Brit. Spec. 129 Westminster. .\vas. .from its first foundation 
deputed for the burial of our Kings. 

f 2 . To assign, impute, ascribe, attribute. Obs. 

1382 [see Depute ppl. a.]. 1485 Caxton St. Wcnefr. 10 
They myght depute it to the pryde of her. <2x592 J 3 . Smith 
Serm. Phil, i. 23 The Apostle . . doth depute their strange 
diseases and sudden death to none other cause, 

f 3 . To consign, deliver over. Obs. 

a 1440 Found. St. Bartholomew’s 44 Lette nat me be 
deputid to euerlastyng fiammys. *480 Caxton Ovid’s Met. 
xi. xix. But some, .seased tymbre & boordes which were 
broken of the shipp, wliyche the flodes deputed at theyre 
playsire. 1483 — Gold. Leg. 264/1 This blessid saint . . was 
deputed unto an hard and strayte pryson. 
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4 . To assign (a charge) ; now, spec, to commit, 
give in charge (authority, etc.) to a deputy or 
substitute. 

1495 Act %'s Hen. VII , c. 35 Pream., The Kyngis Grace., 
deputed to hym than and sithen offices of charge. 153 6 
Pilgr. Per/. \W. de W. 1531)28 b, Spiritual! talentes, whiche 
our lorde hath deputed to our credence. 1727 De Foe 
Hzst. Appar. vi. (1840) 59 The Devil may depute such and 
such powers and privileges to his confederates. 1833 Hr. 
Martinkau Berkeley 1. iv. 73 She could not depute it to 
anybody to judge when was the right time. 

5 . spec. To appoint (a person) as one’s substitute, 
delegate, or agent ; to ordain to act on one's behalf. 

[1494 Fabyan Chron. iv, bail. 42 Caraucius .. was by the 
Senate of Rome deputed for a Substitute or a Ruler vnder 
the Romaynes. 1530 Palsgr. 5x3/1 , 1 muste nedes departe, 
but I wyll depute some bod ye in ray romme. 1540 Act 32 
Hen.. VIII, c. 35 The Justice and Justices .. shall make 
assigne depute and appoincte as many deputie or deputies 
.. as . . shal be thought convenient.] 1353 Huloet, De- 
pute . . surrogo, delego. 1604 Shaks. Otk. iv. ii. 226 To 
depute Cassio in Otnellos place. 1687 in Magd. Coll <$• 
/as. II, lxviii, The vice President and others Fellows ., 
being deputed by the rest of the Fellows of the said College, 
to answer. 1709 Steele Tatler No. 55 p 5 The Deputies 
of the Six Cantons who are deputed to determine the Affair 
of Tockenburg. 3833 Ht. Martinkau Munch. Strike iv. 54 
Allen, Clack, and Gibson were deputed to wait on the 
masters. 1874 Green Short Hist. iv. § 2. 172 They were 
elected, .by a few of the principal burghers deputed for the 
purpose. 

f fa. absol. To send a deputation. Obs . rare. 

1768 Woman of Honor II. 94 Soon after, a borough de- 
puted to him, with an entreaty to do it the honor of repre- 
senting it. 

1 6. (See quot, and cf. Deputation 3.) Obs. 
183a in Pall Mall G. 13 Aug. (1889) a/3 There lies before 
me a copy of an old local newspaper of August, 1832, which 
contains numerous ‘Notices to Sportsmen' that the game 
on such and such a manor is now reserved or ‘deputed’. 

Hence Depicted ppl.a., Depirtiag vbl. sb. ; also 
Deptrter, one that deputes. 

1348 Gest Pr, Masse Ij, There is no sacrament which 
hath not..bothe hvs deputed element, word, and com- 
mandement. 1603 Shaks. Meas. for M. it. ii. 60 Not the 
Kings Crowne; nor the deputed Sword, The Marshalls 
Truncheon, nor the Iudges Robe, a 1641 Bp. Mountagu 
Ads $ Mon. (1642) 369 No deputation depriveth the Deputer 
of his right. 1631 G. W. tr. CoweVs Inst. 41 Wee have 
sometimes Tutores Dativi , or deputed Guardians amongst 
us. 1742 Young J Vi. Th. ix. 228 Already is begun the 
grand assize. .Deputed conscience scales The dread tribunal. 
179S Fate o/Sedley II. 70 Suetonius Paulinus, the deputed 
Commander of Nero. 

t De*putery, deputrie. Obs. Sc. [Depute 
sb. + -by.] The office of a depute, deputyship. 

1584 Sc. Ads fas. VI (1814) 300 (Jam.) The office of 
deputrie and clerkship in the said office of Thesaurarle. 

Deputize (de'pi«toiz), v. [f. Depute sb. or 
Deputy + -ize.] 

1 . trans. To appoint as a deputy. Chiefly U.S. 
1730-6 Bailey (folio) Pref., Deputize, to constitute or 

appoint one a Deputy. 1811 Port Folio Jan. (Bartlett), They 
seldom think it necessary to deputize more than one person 
to attend to their interests at the seat of government. 1828 
Webster Deputize, to appoint a deputy; to empower to act 
for another, as a sheriff. 1877 Sparrow Serm. xix. 248 Those 
who were deputized . . did their master’s work^falthfully. 

2 . intr. To act as a deputy ; usually in reference 
to musical engagements, colloq. 

3869 Athenaeum 27 Mar. 445/3 Mr. Perren deputized cre- 
ditably for Mr. Sims Reeves. 1884 Musical Times 1 May 
297/1 A London organist, who has relinquished regular 
work, will deputise upon nominal terms. 

Deputrie, see Deputery, Obs. 

Deputy (deqMti), sb. Forms, 5 depute, de- 
putee, Sc. depwfce, 6 deputye, 6-7 deputie, 7- 
deputy, [a. F. dipuU , subst. use of pa. pple. of 
ddputer to Depute. Originally spelt depute ; in 
one form of which the final e became mute (though 
usually retained in writing) ; in another form it 
continued to be pronounced, and then as in City, 
etc., it passed through -ee, de to -y. (Cf. f assigns, 
assign, assignee ,) The ME. examples of depute are 
placed here, but might as well stand under Depute 
sb. See also the corrupted forms Debite, Debit y.] 
1 . A person appointed or nominated to act for 
another or others, esp. to hold office or exercise 
authority instead of another ; a substitute, lieu- 
tenant, vicegerent. 

c r425 Wyntoun Cron. v. x. 381 And Deputis be-hynd hym. 
he left To keipe Brettayne. 1511 Hen. VII in Ellis Orig. 
Lett. Ser. 11. L 170 That . . ye . . paye untojheim, or to their 
deputie in their names, the summes aforesaid, 1624 Ln. Ken- 
sington ibid. Ser. 1. Ill, 174 But the case is now different, 
sayd she, for there the Prince was in Person, heer is but 
liis deputy. But a deputy, answerd I, that represents his 
person. 1 66a Wood Life (Q. H. S.) I, 361: For the Greek 
lecture, the reader therof..got a deputy to do it. 1727 
Swift Gulliver 1. vi. 70 In the presence of a professor, or 
one of his deputies. x8z8 Jas. Mill Brit. India II. iv. viii. 
283 They sent to the army two members of council, as field 
deputies, without whose concurrence no operations should 
be carried on. 1841 W. Spalding Italy j- It. I si. III. 338 
The .. university of Padua, .besides deputies and assistants, 
has 35 professors. , v 

fig. 1717 L. Howel Desiderius 58 Those two Deputies of 
Pride, the Lust of the Flesh, and the Lust of the Eye. 1783 
Mad. D’Arblay Diary 19 Jan., Lfound her . . not merely 
free from pride, hut free from affability— its most mortifying 
deputy. ' 
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fa. Law. A person authorized to exercise on be- 
half of another the whole of his office ( general 
deputy ), or some special function of it ( special 
deputy), but having no interest in the office. 

1405 Polls of Par It. III. 605/1 Our generalls and 
specialls Attornes and Deputes. s 5 oa Fulbecke 2nd Pt. 
Parall. 46 There is great difference betwixt a bailie, & 
a deputie. 3607-72 Cowell Inierfir. s. v., A Deputy hath 
not any interest in the Office, but is onely the shadow of 
the Officer, in whose Name he doth all things. 1642 Perkins 
Prof. Bk. i. §100 An assignee is such a person who doth 
occupie in his own right, and a deputie such a person who 
doth occupie in the right of another. 2833 Ad 3 <$• 4 W ill 
IV, c. 42 § 20 The Sheriff of each County, .shall, .name. . 
a sufficient Deputy, who shall., have an Office within One 
Mile ofthe Inner Temple Hall, for the Receipt of Writs [etc.]. 

C. A person delegated or sent (alone or as a 
member of a deputation) to act in the place of 
those who send him. 

1769 Robertson -Chets. V, V. 1. 222 Charles artfully 
avoided admitting their deputies to audience. 1838 Thirl- 
wall Greece IV. 347 Three deputies were sent back with 
them to Sinope, to fetch the vessels. 1862 Ld. Brougham 
Brit. Const, vi. 87 The lesser barons were called to send 
deputies, instead of attending personally, 

d. Ptir. By deputy, by another person in one’s 
stead, by proxy. 

1625 Bacon Ess., Studies (Arb.) it Some Bookes also may 
be read by Deputy, and Extracts made of them by Others. 
1764 Foote Mayor ofG. it. Wks. 1799 I. 180 He is suffered 
to do. that by deputy. 1868 Freeman Norm. Conq. (1876) 

II. vii. 23 His wars were waged by deputy. 

2. Special applications. 

fa. One deputed to exercise authority on behalf 
of the sovereign or of the sovereign power ; a 
proconsul, a viceroy, a Lord Lieutenant (of Ireland). 

c 1490 in Gairdner Lett. Rich. Ill fy Hen. VII (Rolls) 
App. A, Our right gode lord Gerald erle of Kildare your 
depute lieutenaunt of this your land of Irland. 1568 Bible 
(B ishops') 1 Kings xxii. 47 There was then no kyng in 
Edom, the deputie was king. — A cts xviii. 12 When Galho 
was the deputie of Achaia. 1613 Shaks. Hen. VIII , in. ii. 
260 You sent me Deputie for Ireland. 1 606 Land. Gaz. 
No. 3190/3 My Lord Capell, Lord Deputy of Ireland 1851 
Robertson Serm. Ser. iv. (1863) I. 7 There was there a 
deputy, that is, a proconsul. 

b. In the City of London, a member of the 
Common Council, who acts instead of an alderman 
in his absence ; a deputy alderman. 

1357 Order of Hospitals C vj b, The Alderman of the 
Warde or his Deputie. 1597 Shaks. 2 Hen. IV, 11. iv. 92, 
I was before Master Tisick the Deputie, the other day. 
17x2 Steele Sped. No. 503 ¥2 The deputy of the ward sat 
in that pew. 1772 Ann. Reg. 79/2 Mr. Alderman Peers, 
with Mr. Deputy Judd, .presented a petition. 1837 Manic. 
Corp. Inq. Commission , Every, alderman, except the 
alderman of Bridge Without, appoints a Deputy, who must 
be a Common-Councilman of the Ward. 1894 P. O. London- 
Directory, Common Council. — The first-named in each Ward 
is the Deputy. 

c. An officer in a coal-mine. (See quots.) 

1851 Greenwell Coal-trade Terms Nor thumb. <§• Dark. 
22 Deputies, a set of men employed in setting timber for the 
safety of the workmen; also in putting in brattice and 
brattice stoppings. They also draw the props from places 
where they are not required for further use. 1893 Daily 
News 20 Nov. 5/4 The deputies . . test the beams and other 
protective appliances put up, examine the passage walls and 
roofs and the state of the atmosphere, and tell the * da- 
tallers ' what to do. 

d. The manager of a common lodging-house. 

1831 Mayhew Land, Labour I. 249 In some places knives 

and forks are not provided, unless a penny is left with the 
‘deputy’, or manager, till they are returned. x888 Times 
13 Oct. 12/1 She acted as deputy to the house in question 
[a common lodging-house], 

3. A person elected to represent a constituency ; 
a member of a representative legislative assembly. 
Chamber of Deputies : the second house in the 
national assembly of France, and some other coun- 
tries. 

1600 E. Blount tr. Conest aggio 76 The three estates of 
the Realme, that is, the Ciergie, the Nobiiitie, and the 
Deputies of the Cities and townes. .at Lisbone. 1777 Watson 
Philip II (1839) 381 William .. meant .. to remove the 
assembly of the States (which was summoned to meet at 
Middleburgh) to a situation in which the deputies would 
not be so much influenced by the emissaries of Spain. 1792 
Genii. Mag. LXII. ri, 945 Three hundred and seventy-one 
deputies, assembled in one of the halls of the palace of the 
Thuilleries. 1809 Kendall Trav. I. v. 27 The deputies are 
now frequently denominated representatives . They were 
anciently called committee-men. 1837 Carlyle Fr. Rev . 

III, n. vi, Deputy Thuriot, he who was Advocate Thuriot. 
1863 Mary Howrrr F, Bremer's Greece I. viii. 264 The 
Deputies are chosen by the people for three years. 

4b. atirib. and Comb. Deputed; acting or ap- 
pointed to act instead of. « ; vice- . . . 

1548 Hall Chron,. 21 1 b, Either chief Capitain of Calebs or 
els deputie Capitain. 1624 Sanderson Serm. I. 243 The 
poor you shall alwayes have with you, as my deputy-re- 
ceivers; but me (in person) ye shall not have always. 1643 
Rutherford Tryal 4- Tri. Faith (1845) 379 Christ's love to 
us was not deputy-love, .he loved us not by a vicar. *695 
Land. Gaz. No. 3099/3 Mr. Godfrey, Deputy Governor of 
the Bank of England. 2805 Wellington in Gurw. Desp. 
III. 659 To appoint Captain Bellingham to be Deputy 
Quarter Master general in Mysore. 2843 Macaulay Ess., 
Mad . D’A rblay. Singing women escorted by deputy hus- 
bands, 1863 H. Cox Instit. 1. vii. 92 The deputy-speakers 
are usually the chief judges of the courts of Westminster. 
1881 Rr. Hon. A.W. Peel in Times 2 Feb. 6/4 That Standing 
Order is enabling only, and provides for the appointment 


DEBAXGH. 

and duties of the Deputy-Speaker during the unavoidable 
absence of the Speaker. 

Be’puty, v. rare. [f. prec. sb.] trails. To ap- 
point or send ns deputy ; to depute. 

1605 Sylvester Du Bartas n. iii. m. Law 1126 Frail 
Aaron, Deputi’d During his [MosesJ absence, all the Flock 
to guide. 1867 Q rarer 186 Thrush, linnet, blackbird . . 
deputied the lark with praise to heaven. 

Be ‘putysfaip. [f. Deputy sb. + -ship]. The 
office, term of office, or position of a deputy. 

1577-87 Holinshed Chron. III. 1079/2 Richard Beau- 
chatnpe earle of Warwike. .being. .deputiejfor John duke of 
Bedford (being regent of France) did. .obteine manie castels 
in his deputieship. 1624 Cart. J. Smith Virginia y. 190 
They would not be gouerniesse when his Deputiship was 
expired. 1765 Cowrer Let. to f. Iiill 8 Nov., I heartily 
wish him joy of his deputyship. x88x Mrs. Oi.iphant 
Harry Joscelyn II. 281 The state into which his work 
must have got, but for the strenuous and anxious deputy- 
ship of his clerk. 

t Bequa*ntitate, V. Obs. rare - 1 . [f. De- 
II. i + L. quantiidt-em quantity; see -ate 3 7.] 
trails. To diminish the quantity or amount of. 

1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. 11. v. 86 This we affirme of 
pure gold, for that which is currant, .byreason of its allay. . 
is actually dequantitated by fire. 1656 in Blount Glossogr. 

t Deq.na*ss, dequa*ce, Obs. rare- 1 , [a. 
OB’, dequasser, decasser to break down, crush, f. 
De- Lip quasser , casser to break : see Cass, 
Quash, Decass.J trails. To b-eak down, crush. 

6-1400 Test. Lcme 1. (1560) 276 b/i Thus with sleight shalt 
thou surmount and dequace the yvell in their herts. 

De quoi, dequoy, obs. forms of Decoy sbp 
Der, obs. form of Dake zk, Deak, Deep,. 
Deracinate (dfrse'sin^t), v. [f. F. diracine-r 
(in OB’, desr-), f. df, des-, L. Dis- + racine root ; 
see -ate 3 7,] trans. To pluck or tear up by the 
roots ; to uproot, eradicate, exterminate, lit. arid fig. 

1599 Shaks. Ilcn . V, v. ii, 47 The Culter rusts, That should 
deracinate such Sauagery. 1606 — Tr. <$• Cr. 1. iii. 99. 
1639 B. Harris ParivaPs Iron Age 27 But neither Arms, 
nor Victories . . [were] able to deracinate or root out this 
Doctrine. 178 8 Lend, Mas*. 477 To deracinate and anni- 
hilate the whole system of moral, historical and revealed 
asseverations. 1883 Stevenson Silverado Sq. (1S86) 80 
Disembowelling mountains and deracinating pines l 
b. transfi. 

1843 B 1 Jones Poems, Sens. <5* Event 267 Chill every river 
into stagnancy, Deracinate the fruitful earth of growth. 
Blence Deracina-tion, eradication, ext i: pal ion. 
c 1800 tr, Sonninis Trav. I. 227 (L.) Nothing can resist 
an extreme desire to appear beautiful. The women submit 
to a painful operation — to a violent and total deracinatiou. 

f Dera’de, v. Obs. rare , [ad. L. dei dd-dre to 
scrape or shave off, f. De- I. 2 4- radere to shave.] 
trans. To scrape off or away. 

1657 Tomlinson Renods Disp. 378 Zopissa is Pitch de- 
radea from off maritimous ships. Ibid , 658 Quinces . . must 
be. .not brayed, but deraded. 

tDeradiat© (difa?**di t ^t), Obs. rare. [f. De- 

I. 2 + L. radiare , radial- to emit rays, f. radius 
ray.] intr. To radiate forth. 

2630 Charleton Paradoxes Prol. 3 Those three Lines# 
perpetually deradiating from the Center of Truth. 

Hence f Deradia tion, radiation from a point. 
1650 Charleton Paradoxes Prol. 13 The Starres trans- 
mitting their Influence, by invisible Deradiations. 1704 

J. Harris Lex. Techn. s.v. Actinobolism, The Diffusion 
or Deradiation of Light or Sound. 

Derai, obs. spelling of Debay, 
t Berargn, sb. Obs. In 4-5 dereyne, 5 de- 
ren^e, -rayn, 6 derene. [a. OF. des-, der-, dc- 
raisne , - resne , - raigne , regne, - rene , f. desraisnier 
to Deraign. In Laws of William I. latinized as 
disraisnia .] The action of vindicating or maintain- 
ing one’s right, esp. by wager of battle ; hence, a 
challenge to single combat ; a combat ; a duel. 

[129a Britton v. xii. § 2 Ces plays soint contensables et 
pledables sicum en le graunt bref de dreit overt, men nient 
par disreyne [transl. These pleas shall he commenced and 
tried in the same manner as the great writ of right patent, 
but not by dereyne].] c 1300 K. A Us. 7353 This dereyne, 
by the barouns Is y-mad, by alle bothe regiouns. 2375 
Barbour Bruce xm. 324 On sarisenis thre deren^eis did 
he; And [in-till] ilk deren3e of that He vencust sarisenis 
twa. c 1470 Harding Chron. ix. iv, Turn us then was sl.-tyn ; 
Eneas did that dede and that derayn With mighty strokes. 
c 1500 Lancelot 2313 I have o frend haith 0 dereyne ydoo. 
And I can fynd none able knycht tharto. 1513 Douglas 
AEneis xu. vi. 15 Suffir me 'perform ' my derene by and by. 
1658. Phillips, Herein, .sign ifieth the proof of an action 
which amanaffirmeth that.he hath done, and his adversary' 
denies, ■ Hence, in Kersey, Bailey, Ash, etc, ■ 
Uerai/gn, ud Obs. exc. Hist. Forms; $ de- 
raime, 3-4 dareyne, 4 deren^e, -eino, 4-6 de- 
rayne, -aine, 5 derreyne, darreyn, darayne, 
5-6 darreyne , -rayne, 5-7 darreine, 6 derene, 
darrein, -raine, -reigne, 6 7 dereigne. derraine, 
darraign©, 7 darrayne, deraigne, 7-8 darrain, 
7 ~ deraign. [a. OB’, derai snier ) -resnicr, -rainier, 
- reiner , -regner, desr-, to render a reason or account 
of, explain, defend, etc., f. de-, des - (see De- I. 6) + 
raisnier to speak, discourse, declare, plead, defend 
late L. type *ratidndre, f. ratim-em reckoning, 
account, rendering of reason. The compound may 
have itself been formed in late L, ; cf. the med.L. 
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forms de-, di-, dirrationare in Du Cange ; disrais- 
nare, disrainnidre, were latinized from OF. Cf. 
also Arraign (OF. araisnier).] 

1 . trans. Law. To prove, justify, vindicate ; esp. 
to maintain or vindicate (a right, claim, etc.), by 
wager of battle ; to dispute, contest (the claim, 
etc., of another, asserting an opposing claim). 

[1393 Britton i. xxiii. § xi Si felonie, adunc doune le 
defendour gage a sey defendre, et le apelour gage pur la 
cause desreyner [transl If felony, then let the defendant 
give security to defend himself, and the appellor security to 
prove the cause].] c 1325 Coer de L. 7098 That hymself 
agayn fyve and twenty men, In wylde field wolde fyghte, 
To derayne Codes ryghte. 1340-70 Alismmder 124 To 
lache hyrn as Lorde J>e lond for to haue, Or deraine it with 
dimes & deedes of armes. 1375 Barbour Bruce ix. 746 
In-to playn fichting, ^he suld press till deren3e Sour richt. 
c 1400 Destr. Troy 13084 There was no buerne with J>at bold 
the batell to take, The right to derayne with the rank duke. 
1539 Act 31 Hen. VIII , c. 1 § 2 Euery of the saide ioint 
tenantes . . maie haue aide of the other . . to the intent to 
dereigne the warrantie paramount. 1628 Coke On Lift. 6 a. 
a 1680 Butler Rem. (1759) I. 333 You bestow much Pains 
to prove . . that the King is not above the Law. .And this 
you deraign, as you call it, so far, that at length you say, 
the King hath not, by Law, so much Power, as a Justice 
of Peace, to commit any Man to Prison. 1741 T. Robinson 
Gavelkind vi. 129 Who shall deraign that Warranty. 

2 . trans. To vindicate or maintain a claim to 
(a thing or person) ; to claim the possession of, 
esp . by wager of battle ; to challenge. 

a 1240 Wohunge in Cott.Hom. 285 Ihesu swete ihesu. .J>u 
me derennedes wi$ like, and makedes of me wrecciie jfi 
leofmon and spuse. c 1330 R. Brunne Chron. (1810) 330 
Ageyn Kyng Edward, Scotland to dereyne, With werre & 
batail hard, c 1386 Chaucer Knt.'s T. 751 Thou art a 
worthy knycht And wilnest to darreyne [v. r. derreyne, 
darreyn, darreine, dereyne] hire by bataille. 1893 J. C. 
Blom field ■Hist. Souldern 12 Richard de Middelton came 
and deraigned that Manor in the King’s Court. 

3 . To settle or decide (a claim or dispute) by 
judicial argument and decision, by wager of battle, 
etc. ; to determine. 

C1330 R. Brunne Chron. lf r <*<:<?(Rolls^ 12629 3 yf ]?ou sette 
chalange j?er-ynne , , porow bataille schal hit be dereynt. 1387 
Trevisa Higdeu (Rolls) VII. 241 pe cause schulde be de- 
reynede by dent of swerd. c 1430 Lydg. Bochas 11. xxii. (1554) 
59 b, God and trouth was atwene them tweine Egall iudge 
their quarel to darayne. 1513 Douglas ABneis xn. xi. 184 
Lat me stand to my chance, I tak on hand For to derene 
the mater with this brand. 1601 F. Tate Househ. Ord, 
Edisj. II, § 89 (1876) 53 After thei have dereigned before the 
steward, thresorer, and the serjantes of thaccount what fee 
thei shal have for such a present. 1809 Bawdwen Domesday 
Bk. 460 The jury of the Wapentake have deraigned them to 
the use of the King. 

f 4 . To deraign battle ( combat , etc.) : a. To 
maintain (a wager of battle or single combat) in 
vindication of a claim, right, etc. Obs. 

£1380 Sir Ferumb. 265 3 if he mi^te ffor pat batail to 
dereyne profry hym forp to fi^te. c 1386 Chaucer Knt.'s T. 
773 Two harneys . . suffisaunt and mete to darreyne The 
bataille in the feeld bitwix hem tweyne. 1548 Hall Chron. 
(1809) 4 Henry of Lancastre Duke of Herfforde Appellante & 
Thomas Duke of Norfolke Defendante have . . been redy 
to darraine the batteill like two valiant Knyghtes & hardy 
champions. 1386 Fekne Blaz. Gentrie 309 To vnderstand 
the order of the derayning, gaging and loyning of those 
battailes, or single combates. 1600 Tate in Gutch Coll. Cur. 
3 . 7 Combats personal that are derrained for causes capital. 

t b. To engage in battle, do battle ; whence (in 
Spenser, etc.) to set the battle in array. Obs. 

c 1334 tr. Pol. Verg. Eng. Hist. (Camden 1844) 88 When 
Duke Richard had hearde the ambassadours. .he was afeard 
to darraigne battaile. 1348 Hall Chron. 47 The Kyng of 
Englande . . chose a place mete and conveniente for twoo 
armies to darrayne battail. 1590 Spenser A £* 11. ii. 26 
Three valiant knights to see .. to darraine A triple warre 
with triple enmitee. 1593 Shaks. 3 Hen. VI } u. ii. 72 Dar- 
raigne your battell, for they are at hand. 1602 Carew 
Cornwall (1769) 125 Then darrayning a kinde of battell (but 
without armes) the Caesarians got the overhand. 1608 Hey- 
wood Sallust's lugurtk. (1609) 20 This happened towards 
the evening, no fit time to darraigne a battaile. 1654 Vjj> 
vain Epit, Ess. 1. 54 The .. Kings .. darraind battle with 
4 Forreners. a 1756 G. West A buse Trav. xx. 8 [imitating 
Spenser] As if he meant fierce battle to darrain. 

t c. To dispose (troops, etc.) in battle array ; to 
array ; to order. (Loose applicat ions of the word 
by the Elizabethan archaists.) Obs. 

1391 .Sylvester Yvry 100 Every Chief, apart, Darrains 
his Troups with order, speed and art. 1596 Spenser F.Q. 
iv. ix. 4 He gan advise how best he mote darrayne That 
enterprize, for greatest glories gayne. 1399 Nashe Lenten 
Stuff e 50 The lesser pigmeis. .thought it meete to .. elect a 
King amongst them that might deraine them to battaile. 
1614 Sylvester Little Bartas 472 To serve Thee, as Hee 
[man] is sole ordain’d ; So, to serve Him, Thou hast the 
rest [creatures] derrain’d. 1727 J. Asgill Met am. Man 45 
God admitted Man to insert this Seed-Royal into the Gene- 
alogy of the World, and to deraign his Pedigree in form 
amongst the Descendants of Adam, 
t Derai'gn, v, 2 Obs . Also 6 derene, derain, 
darrayne, 7 dereign, [a. OF. desregner, variant 
of desrengier, mod.F. diranger to put out of ranks. 
Derange.] 

1 . To put into disorder ; to derange, disarrange. 

1300-20 Dunbar Now Cumzs A ige 56 Befoir no wicht I did 
complene, So did her denger me derene. 1530 Palsgr. 
506/2 , 1 darrayne (Lydgat), I chaunge or alter a thing from 
one purpose to another, fe transmue. This worde is nat 
Vet admytted in our comen spetche. 1706 Phillips (ed. 
Kersey), Deraigne. .to disorder or turn out of Course. 


2 . passive. To be discharged from (religious) 
orders : see Deraignment 2. 

3574 tr . Littleton's Tenures 42 b, He that is professed 
monke etc. shalbe a monke, and as a monke shalbe taken 
for terme of his natural life, except he bee derained by the 
la we of holye churche [Fr. Sinon que il soit dereigne y la 
ley de saint esglise}. z6os Fulbecke 1st Ft. Para.ll, xi If 
in auncient time a Monke, Fryer, or Cannon professed, 
which was no Soueraigne of an bouse, had graunted to one 
an annuitie, this was a voyd graunt, though he had beene 
after dereigned, or made Soueraigne of the same house, or 
some other. 1628 [see Deraignment 2 ]. x66x J. Stephens 
Procurations 39 Those Religious persons being deraigned 
and dispersed, were not.. subject to Visitation. 

b. iransf. X778 Love Feast 26 Invested once, no Saint 
can be deraign’d. 

Derai’gnment 1 . Hist. [a. OF. desraisne - 
meni, derainement , f. desraisnier : see Deraign vA 
and -ment.] The act of deraigning ; = Deraign sb. 

1706 Phillips (ed. Kersey), Deraignment, a deraigning or 
proving. 1865 Nichols Brittofi II. 292 These pleas shall 
be commenced and tried in the same manner as the great 
writ of right patent, but not so as to admit of deraignment 
[AFr. disreyne], 

t Derargnment 2 . Obs. [a. OF. desrenement , 
f. desregner : see Deraign v . 2 and -ment.] Dis- 
charge from a religious order. 

1539 Act 31 Hen. VI IT , c. 6 The same religious persons, 
and euery of them shall be made able . . to sue, and be sued 
in all manner of actions . . after the time of their seueral 
deraignements, or departinge out of their religion. 1628 
Coke On Litt. 136 b, Deraignment , a displacing, or turning 
out of his order. So when a Monke is derained, he is de- 
graded and turned out of his order, and become a lay man. 
x668 Hale Pref. Rolle' s Abridgment 4 Profession, Deraign- 
ment, and the several Appendixes relating thereto, made 
considerable Titles in the old Year Books. 

Derail (dir^-l), v. [ad. mod.F. dirailler (in 
Bescherelle’s Fr. Diet. 1845, adm. by Academic in 
1878) ‘ to go off the rails *, f. di- ( = De- II. 2) + 
rail Rail. Introduced from French about 1850, 
but app. leceived into general use first in U.S.] 

1 . intr. To run off or leave the rails. 

1850 Lardnkr Railway Economy 326 foot-note, Derailment 
— 1 have adopted this word from the French, .the verb to de - 
rail or to be derailed may be used in a corresponding sense. 
1864 Webster, Derail , to run off from the rails of a rail- 
way, as a locomotive. Lardner. 1883 A. Crane in Leistire 
Hour 284/2 It [the locomotive] had ‘ derailed \ 1883 in 

Cassell [the only sense given : characterized as American]. 

2 . trans. To cause (a train, etc.) to leave the 
rails; to throw off the rails. 

1850 Lardner Railway Econonw 327 On the 16th Septem- 
ber 1847, on the Manchester and Liverpool Railway, the last 
carriage of the express train, having two passengers in it, 
was derailed. Ibid., The displacement only became great 
enough to derail the wheels on the arrival of the last coach 
at the point. 1881 Philad. Record No. 3416. 1 [They] 
stopped four cars forcibly, derailed them. 1881 M. Reynolds 
Engine-driving Life 32 Having their engines de-railed. 
1892 Daily News 4 Apr. 2/4 The faster a train ran, the more 
likely would it be to derail any impediment on the track. 
Hence Derai led ppl. a., Derailing vbl. sb. 
x88x Nature XXV. 246 A ballasted floor of sufficient 
strength to hold up a derailed locomotive. 1884 Christian 
World s June 4x9/5 The cause of the derailing of the 
carriages. 1891 Times 26 Sept. 5/1 The telegraph pole 
having been broken down, .by the derailed carriages. 

Derailment (diriment), [ad. mod.F. derail- 
Iemeni (cited by Bescherelle 1845, fr° m F. Tour- 
neaux 1841), f. dirailler'. see prec. Introduced 
from French c 1850 : at first chiefly used in U. S.] 
Said of a railway train, etc. : The fact of leaving 
or being thrown off the rails. 

1850 Lardner^ Railway Economy 326 In most cases of 
derailment*, it is the engine which escapes from the rails. 
[Foot-note*, 1 have adopted this word from the French : 
it expresses an effect . . for which we have not yet had any 
term in our railway nomenclature. By diraillement is 
meant the escape of the wheels of the engine or carriage from 
the rails.] 1864 Webster, Derailment , the state of being 
off the rails of a railway, as a locomotive. Lardner. _ x88o 
Times 20 Jan. (Swiss Railways), The number of accidents 
..was 177, of which 55 are classed as derailments, 53 as 
collisions. 1S80 St. James's Gaz . 17 Aug. xi, I do not now 
refer to the influence of speed in producing a derailment. 

t Derarn, v. Obs. rare. [f. De- 1 . 1 + Rain vi] 
intr. To rain down, fall as rain. 
c 1563 Cavendish Metr. Visions, Ld. Seymour, in Life 
Wolsey (1825) II. 109 When I the teares shold sefrom nir 
face derayn. 

Derain(e, variants of Deraign v. Obs. 
Derange (dzr^'-nd^), v. [(18th c.) a. mod.F. 
diranger , in Cotgr. (1611) desranger ‘to disranke, 
disarray, disorder 9 , in OF. desrengier, f. des - 9 de-, 
L. dis- + renc, reng, mod.F. rang Rank, order. 
Not in Johnson ; considered by him as French 
‘It is not easy to jpess how Dr. Warburton missed this 
opportunity of inserting a French word, by reading, — and 
the wide arch Of derang'd empire fall ! — Ant. # Cl. 1. i, 
which, if deranged were an English word, would be pre- 
ferable both to ruined and ranged Shaks. 1765 VII. 107.] 
1 . trans. To disturb or destroy the arrangement 
or order of ; to throw into confusion ; to disarrange. 

1777 Robertson Hist. Amer. (1778) II. vi. 173 Lest the 
order of the procession should be deranged, he moved so 
slowly, that the Spaniards became impatient. 1793 Craufurd 
in Ld. Auckland's Carr. III. m The approach of an army 
would, .probably derange what has been decreed in regard 
to the Vendde. 2836 Macgillivray tr. Humboldts Trav. 
ii. 31 A country recently deranged by Volcanic action. 1848 


Macaulay Hist. Eng. II. 331 This letter deranged all the 
projects of James. 1889 Spectator 12 Oct., If a dancing- 
girl deranges her dress too much. 

b. ‘ To remove from place or office, as the 
personal staff of a principal military officer* 
(Webster 1828). Obs. 

1796 Morse Amer. Geog. J. 244 The officers who have 
been deranged by the several resolutions of Congress, upon 
the different reforms of the army. 

2 . To disturb the normal state, working, or func- 
tions of; to put into a disordered condition; to 
cause to act abnormally. 

1776 Adam Smith W. N. iv. vii. (1868) II. 214 Both these 
kinds of monopolies derange more or less the natural dis- 
tribution of the stock of the society ; but they do not always 
derange it in the same way. 1789 Mills in Phil. Trans. 
LXXX. 89 The hill Knock Renestle is a magnetic mass 
of rock, which considerably deranges the compass. 1804 
Abernethy Surg. Obs. 130 His constitution was so deranged 
by the irritation of the sore. 1862 Sir B. Brodie Psychol . 
Inq. II. ii. 59 Habits .. which tend in any degree to de- 
range the animal functions, should be scrupulously avoided. 
S. To disorder the mind or brain of; to unsettle 
the reason of. 

1825 Southey Tale of Paraguay iv._6o The trouble which 
our youth was thought to bear With such indifference 
hath deranged his head. 1855 Macaulay Hist. Eng. IV. 
532 Minds deranged by sorrow. 

4 . To disturb, interrupt. 

1848 Fraser's Mag. XXXVIII. 273, I ventured to derange 
your leisure. 1882 Stevenson New A rah. Nts. 251, I am 
sorry to have deranged you for so small a matter. 

Hence Dera'nging vbl. sb. and ppl. a. 

1795 Jeniina II. 30 Her share in this deranging incident. 
1870 Daily News 5 Oct., All kinds of deranging influences 
are at work. 

Derangeable (d/r^-nd^ab’!), a. [f. prec. + 
-able.] Liable to derangement. 

1843 Syd. Smith Lett. (D.), The real impediment.. is 
that derangeable health which belongs to old age. 

Deranged (dir^ndgd ),ppl. a. [f. Derange vi] 

1 . Put out of order ; disordered, disarranged. 

1796 Morse Amer. Geog. I. 246 Measures., to recover 
them [commercial affairs] from their deranged situation. 
2809-10 Coleridge Friend (1865) 84 A deranged state of 
the digestive organs. 1873 Lyell Princ. Geol , I. 1. vii. 125 
The deranged and the horizontal formations. 

2 . Disordered in mind ; insane. 

<r 1790 Willock Voy. 319 When I came to mention . . they 
imagined I was still deranged, as there was no such place, 
as I described. 2856 J. H. Newman Callistax ii. 140 The 
few persons whom he met . . thought him furious or deranged, 
2875 Jowett Plato (ed. 2) III. 465 A man who is deranged 
and not right in his mind. 

Derangement (dir£ ! *nd3ment). [a. mod.F. 
dirangement (1671 in Hatzf.), f. diranger : see 
Derange and -ment.] 

1 . Disturbance of order or arrangement ; dis- 
arrangement, displacement. 

1780 T. Jefferson Corr. Wks, 2859 L 276- A strange 
derangement, indeed, our riders have got into, to be nine 
days coming from Hillsborough. 2834 Stocqueler Handbk. 
Brit . India 417 They could not be incorporated in their 
proper places without & very extensive reprint and a de- 
rangement of the entire work. 2875 Lyell Princ. Geol. 
I, 1. vii. 2 16 Time must multiply the derangement of strata, 
in the ratio of antiquity. 

2 . Disturbance of normal or regular order or 
working ; the condition of being out of order ; 
disorder ; disorganization. 

1737 Berkeley Querist § 457 Whether this folly may not 
produce, .an entire derangement of domestic life, .a general 
corruption in both sexes f 1766 Chesterf. Lett, cccxcviii. 
(1792) IV. 231 It is a total dislocation and dirangement. 
2803 W. Saunders Min. Waters 502 Without any con- 
siderable derangement in the digestive organs. 2836 Froude 
Hist. Eng. (1858) I. ii. 146 The derangement of the woollen 
trade, .was causing distress all over the country. 

3 . Disturbance of the functions of the mind; 
mental disorder ; insanity. 

2800 Act 39-40 Geo. Ill, c. 94 § 3 (Jod.) Apprehended 
under circumstances, that denote a derangement of mind. 
2822 G. D. Collinson Law cone. Idiots I. 1. iv. [Jod.), 
Many actions bear too marked a character of illusion, of 
derangement, of alienation of mind, that a man in his senses 
could not by any possibility commit them. 2825 Southey 
Tale of Paraguay iv. 66 Mark of passion there was none; 
None of derangement. 2874 Maudsley Respons. in Ment. 
Dis. vii. 233 Supplying the interpretation of the previously 
obscure attacks of recurrent derangement. 

»)• Deration. Obs. rare~ l . [n. of action from 
L. derddere to shave off.] A scraping or shaving off. 

2684 tr. Bonet's Merc. Comfit. 1 11. 79 The derasion made 
at the foresaid time is sufficient. 

Deray (<]&•£*•), sb. arch. Also 4 derai, 4-5 
derray(e, dray, 5 derei ; $. 4-5 desray(e. See 
also Disray. [a. OF. desrei > desrat, later desroi, 
derei , derail deroi, i. tonic stem of desreer: see 
Deray v also Array v Disarray.] 

1 1 . Disorder, disturbance, tumult, confusion. 
To make deray : to create a disturbance, act vio- 
lently and noisily. Obs. (or arch.). , 
c 2300 K. A Us. 2277 He tok Alisaundre this deray, For to 
amende gef he may. c 1320 Sir Tristr. 3165 On canados 
sche gan crie And made gret deray. c 2420 Afiturs of Arth. 
xl, Querto draues thou so dre3ghe, and mace suche deray ? 
c 2470 Henry Wallace vi. 239 The schirreff cryt : Quha 
makis that gret deray? 1523 Douglas AEneis vn. x. 77 
Turnus was by, and amyd this deray, This hait fury of 
slauchtyr, and fell afray. 


DERAY. 

$. <71330 Fragm, Alexander, in Rrnland <V V. (1836’) 
p. xxiii/i'her men might reuthe y-sen Muchel desray, muchel 
gredeing. 1485 Caxton Chas. Gt. 239 Wherof they maad 
grete noyse and desraye. 

f b. Impetuosity ; display of vigour or prowess. 
c 1300 K. Alls. 2721 Sone he say A yong knyght, also of 
gret deray. .Ageyns him he gynneth to ride, c 1323 Coer 
de L. 502 The aventerous with gret deray So hard to our 
Icnyght he dr off, Hys schelde in twoo peses roff. 
e. Disarray, confusion, modern archaism. 

1831 Hogg in Frasers Mag. IV. 425 Whose beauty, form, 
and manners bland, Have wrought deray through all the 
land. 1850 Blackie MscJtylus II. 196 Him struck dismay 
In wild deray. 187a — Lays High/. 82 They rove the vest, 
and in deray They flung her on the floor. 

+■ 2 . Disorderly action towards any one ; violence, 
injury, insolent ill-treatment. To do or make deray 
ta x to do violence to ; to disturb, molest. Obs. 

a 1300 Cursor M. 23346 (Cott.) If |?ai suld for |?aa feluns 
prai. It war gam godd and gret derai. c 1340 Ibid. 15568 
(Trim) pou sal se hem.gitt to ny3t do me greet deray. 137s 
Barbour Bruce xv. 438 Lordyngis, it war my will Till mak 
end of the gret deray That dowglass makis vs ilk day. 
£■1440 York Myst. xxvii. 12 1 Peter I have prayed for the 
So that thou schall no3t drede his dray, c 1450 Guy Warw. 
(C.) 4336 Who hath done pe all J>ys deraye. 1480 Caxton 
Ovid’s Met. xii. xix, Acnylles was full of desraye and 
inyquyte, and drewe the body of Hector by grete woodenes. 
? <71550 Freiris of Berwik 536 In thy depairting se thow 
mak no deray Vnto no wicht, bot frely pass thy way. 

3 . Disorderly mirth and revelry as in a dance or 
similar festivity. Chiefly in the alliterative phrase 
dancing and deray \ arch . 

1500-20 Dunbar Poems Ixxviii. 14 For din, nordanceing, 
nor deray, It will nocht walkin me no wise. 15x3 Douglas 
YEneis 1. xi. heading , Off the bancat, and of the greit deray, 
And how Cupide inflambes the lady gay. a 1550 Christis 
Kirke Gr. i, Wes nevir in Scotland hard noq sene Sic 
dansing nor deray. 1807 J. Stagg Poems 65 Wi* lowpin', 
dancin’ and deray, 1824 Scott Redganntlet Let. xi, There 
was . . dancing and deray within. 1837 Carlyle Fr. Rev. 

n. 1. xii. So have we seen fond weddings, .celebrated with 
an outburst of triumph and deray, at which the elderly 
shook their heads. 1892 Daily News 2 Dec. 5/2 The 
dancing and deray were so public that all classes had their 
share of the fun. 

If 4 . crron. for Array. 

1538 Aberdeen Reg. V. 16 (Jam.) To he in thair best deray 
ilk persone. 

t Beray (dir* 1 *), v. Obs. Also dray. [a. OF. 
desreer , -rder, - rayer , later desroier, derroyer, de- 
ray er, « Pr. desreiar , It. disredare Rom. type 
*des-reddre, f.L. Dis- 4- -redare , f. *redo preparation, 
order : see Abray. (The atonic stem in OF. was 
dcsre-, the tonic desrei -rai~, - roi which was 
afterwards extended to the inf. and other atonic 
forms.)] rejl. and intr. To act or behave in a dis- 
orderly manner ; to rage. 

1340-70 Alisaunder 883 Nectanabus . . graithes him sone 
Deraide as adragoun dreedful in light, c 1350 Will. Palerne 
1210 pus_ despit usly pe duk drayed him panne. Ibid. 2061 
He deraied him as a deuel. 

If Used for Deraign v. x [Confusion of derayne 
with in fin. derayefi.] 

0x314 Guy Warw. (A.) 3915 Finde a Sarrazin oper a knigt, 
& he schal ano^er finde, bat schal deray[ne] his rigt kinde. 
71325 Coer de L. 5456 Wylt thou graunt with spere and 
scheeld Deraye the ryght in the feelde. 

Derayn(e, variants of Deraigi* v. Obs. 

Derb, a. rare. ? nonce -wd. [a. Ger. derb com- 
pact, solid, rough.] Rough, un crystallized, massive. 

1825 Coleridge Aids Ref. 329 If.. I oppose transparent 
chrystallized Alumen to opake derb ( unckrystatlized ) 
Alumen. 

Derby (da\ibi, d 5 *rbi). The name of a town 
(in OE. named by the Northmen Dtoraby, DSorby) 
and shire of England, and of an earldom named 
from the shire or county. See also Darby. Hence 

1. Proper name of the most noted annual horse- 
race in England, founded in 1780 by the twelfth 
Earl of Derby, and run at the Epsom races, usually 
on the Wednesday before, or the second Wednesday 
after, Whitsunday (the actual date being fixed each 
year in connexion with those of the Newmarket 
and Ascot meetings, by the Jockey Club). 

1844W. H. Maxwell Sports fy Adv. Scotl. xxxix. (1855) 
305 What care I about Oaks or Derbys? 1848 Disraeli in 
Harper's Mag. Aug. (1883) 340/2 ‘You do not know what 
the Derby is r . 4 Yes I do. It is the Blue Ribbon of the 
Turf', x$7x M. Collins Mrq. $ Merck. II. vi. 161, I had 
been to the Derby. ... 

b. Hence attHb. and in comb., as Derby day, 
the day on which the ‘ Derby * is run ; Derby dog, 
the proverbial dog on the race-course, after this 
has been otherwise cleared ; hence alhtsively, some- 
thing sure to turn up or come in the way. 

1862 Times 6 June, It was a real Derby gathering, and, if 
possible, a Derby gathering exaggerated with all its queer 
miiange of high and low. 1871 M, Collins Mrq. § Merck. 
J. vi. 190 On a Derby Day the hill at Epsom is thronged 
with them. 1885 Times 4 June 10/2 The reputation which 
Invariably attaches to a Derby winner. 

e; transf Of similar important races in other 
countries. as The French Derby. 

3890 Whitaker's Aim. 584/1 The winner of the French 
Derby. 1894 Daily News 20 Feb. 5/3 The great ‘ Snowshoe 
Derby ” took place on Sunday and yesterday at Holmen- 
kollen near Christiania. 
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2 . Short for Derby hat : a stiff felt hat with a 
rounded crown and narrow brim. US. 

1888 Pall Mall G. 12 June 14/1 Girls or young ladies are 
seeu with their hands thrust deep into the ulster pocket. , 
the derby tipped on one side. Ibid. 24 Sept. 11/x Low felt 
hats— Derby hats, as they are generally called here [U. S.j 
— were universal. 

3 . Mastering. »= Darby 5. 

1823-42 [see Darby 5]. 2876 W. Papworth in Encycl. 

Brit. IV. 504 He is furnished with ... a hand float, a quirk 
float, and a derby or darby, which is a long two-handled 
float for forming the floated coat of lime and hair. 

4 . Derby neck =» Derbyshire neck. 

1769 T. Prosser (title\ An Account of the Method of Cure 
of the Bronchocele, or Derby-neck. 3771 Barretti Jour 71. 
Lo7id. to Genoa II. 148 Gavays mean a Derby-neck or a 
man that has a Derby-neck. 

Derbyshire (da\ibi-, doubifai). [In OE. 
Dbrby-sdr , Ddorbi-scir : see prec.] The shire or 
county of Derby in England. Hence 

1 . Derbyshire neck : a swelling of the thyroid 
gland; bronchocele, goitre; so called as being 
endemic in parts of that county. 

1802 Beddoes Hygeia vi. 67 The water of melted snow has 
been held by many authors to be the cause of the broncho- 
cele or Derbyshire neck, 1836 Sir G. Head Home Tour 
317 The malady, .called the ‘Derbyshire neck '—an endemic 
protuberance in the throat, or goitre. 1878 T. Bryant Pract . 
Surg. I. 191 Goitre, or Derbyshire neck, is very common, 

2 . Derbyshire spar, t drop : fluor-spar. 

1772 Gilpin Lakes Cumberland II. 217 It , , is 

known in London by the name of the Derbyshire drop. But 
on the spot it is called Blue John. 1788 CronstedV s Min. 
26 Pieces of Derbyshire spar, through which the Jight of 
a candle formed many images. 1854 J. Scoffern in Orr's 
Circ . Sc. Chem. 64 Derbyshire spar (fluoride of calcium). 

Derclie, obs. form of Dirge. 

T Der-dolng, ppl- a. Obs. rare— 1 . A pseudo- 
archaism of Spenser, app. from dare-do taken as a 
compound verb, with pple. in -ing (cf. Debring-do) 
taken in the sense ‘ Doing daring deeds \ 

I) er e-doing as a legitimate combination would mean ‘ harm- 
doing, mischief- working 

1590 Spenser F. Q. ij. vii. 10 Me ill befits, that in derdoing 
armes And honours suit my vowed daies do spend, Unto thy 
bounteous baytes . . to attend. 

T Dere, sb. Obs. Forms : 3-6 dere, 4-5 der, 
5 (darr), deire, derre, deerre, 5-6 deere, 5-7 
Sc. deir, 6 deare, 7 dial. dare. [f. Dere v. : 
perhaps a continuation of OE. daru (whence ME. 
darr) with the vowel assimilated to the vb. : cf. MDu. 
dere , in Kilian dere, deyre ‘ nocumentum, offensa, 
noxa See next.] Harm, hurt, injury, mischief, 
csp. in phr. to do (a, person) dere. 

c 1250 Gen. Ex. 3214 Pharaon bannede vt his here, Israel 
he Shogte to don dere. r'isso R. Brunne Chron. Wace 
(Rolls) 8904 Now may ge lyghtly here J? e stones to schip 
wyfiouten dere. 14.. Greiie Knt. 401 in Sir Gawayne 
(Bannatyne Club) App. 237 If itt be poynt of any warr, 
There shall noe man doe you noe darr. <71460 Towneley 
Myst. (Surtees) 149 Wylie ye do any dere to my chyld and 
me? C1485 Digby Myst. ( 1882) 11. 192, I shall the socor in 
euery dere. c 1570 Pride $ Lowl. (1841) 13 Many a vice . . 
Which do, and nave done this land mickle deere. x6 03 
PMlotus lxxiii, Jow mon first to me sweir. That ge to me 
sail do na deir. 1674 Ray N. C. Words 13 Dare, harm or 
pain .. It does me no dare, i. e. no harm. 

t Dere, V. Obs. Forms: 1 derian, 2-4 derie(n, 
(4 deri, derye), 2-3 deren, 3-6 dere, 4-5 der, 
(4-7 deere, 5 deire, dayre, 5-6 deyre, 6 dear(e, 
Sc. deir, 6-7 dare). [OE. dorian, t/frz^^^OFris. 
dera, OS, derian , MDu. deren (daren), Du. deren, 
OHG. terjan, teren , MHG. tern WGer. *darjan, 
f. WGer. *dara str, fem., OHG. tar a, OE. daru, 
hurt, harm, injury, damage.] 

1 . trans. To hurt, harm, injure. 

In OE. intrans. with dative, ‘ to do harm to*. 

<7888 K. Alfred Boeih. vii. § 3 Ret him 8a stormas derian 
ne mahan. c 1175 Latnb, Horn. 13 Ne |>et eou seal derien 
nou8er here ne liunger. c 1200 Trin. Coll. Horn. 79 
Flesliche lustes j>e deriecS ure sowle. c 1300 Havelok 574 
Leoun or wlf . . Or o}>er best, j?at wolde him dere. 1380 Lay 
Folks’ Catech. (Lamb. MS.) 831 Fals wytnesse J?t>w noon 
beere py neygbore wyttyngly to dere. c 1470 Henry 
Wallace ix. 164 He gert him suer Fra that day furthhesuld 
him neuir der. <7x510 Barclay Jf/m Gd. Manners U570) 
D iv, Who is without trespasse, what can him hurt or dere. 
1573 Tusser Hush. 11.(1878) 8 Great charge so long did dare 
me. c x6xi Chapman Iliad xi. 406 The wound did dare him 
sore. 1613 T. Potts Disc. Witches (1845; K ij a, The stick 
nor the stake shall never deere thee, 
b. absol. To do harm, ‘ hurt \ 

a noo O.E. Chron. an. 1032 Gehwaerhit [|>at wildefyr] de- 
rode eac on mane^um < stowum. a 1300 Cursor M. 1001 4 
(Cott.) j?at nathing mai cum in hat ders. C1386 Chaucer 
Sqr.'s T. 232 And of Achilles for his queinte spere, For he 
couhe wxh it bo|>e hele and dere, c 1400 Destr. Troy 1293 
Ffor to dere for the dethe of his dere cosyn. 

2 . To trouble, grieve, vex, annoy, incommode. 

<71340 Cursor M. 7377 (Trin .) To be king not wol him 

dere. c 1400 M aundev. i Roxb . ) iii. 9 Stagez. . ilk ane abouen 
o|>er, to see he iustyng, so hat nane schall dere oher, ne lett 
oher to see. c 1400 Destr. Troy 13550 Now me bus, as a 
beggar, my bred for to thigge At doris vpon dayes, that 
dayres me full sore. 1481 Caxton Reynard xxxix, (Arb.) 
106 That dered hym so moche that he wyste not what to 
saye ... he was so angry in his herte, 2559 Mirr, Mag., Dk. 
Stiff oik x, When we (envoys] shewed wherein eche other 
dered, we sought out meanes al quarels to haue dered. 1674 
Ray S. 4r E. C. Words 64 It dares me, it pains or grieves me. 


DERELICTION • 

Hence De*ring vhl. sb .; De'ring {derend, de - 
nynde) ppl. a., doing harm, hurtful. 
a 1325 Prose Psalter liv. [Iv.] 3 Hij were derend to me in ire, 
2340 Ayenb. 63 per byeh leazinges helpinde, and leazinges 
likynde, and leazinges deriynde. 71400 Destr. Troy 11003 
Dyng hom to dethe for deyring of other, c 1440 Promf. 
Parv. 118 Derynge or noyynge, nocumentum, gravamen. 

Dere, obs. form of Dare v , 2 , Dear, Deer. 
Dereet, obs. var. of Direct. 
t Be Tefal, Obs. [?f. Dere sb. + -pul.] 
Full of grief, sorrowful. 

? a 1400 Morie Arth. 4054 Thane drawes he to Dorsett . . 
Derefulle dredlesse with drowppande teris. 

Dereign (e, dereme, var. Deraign v. Obs. 
Derelict (deT/likt), a. and sb. [ad. L. dere- 
lict-us , pa. pple. of derelinquere to forsake wholly, 
abandon, f. De- I. 3 + relinquere to leave, for- 
sake.] A. adj. 

1. Forsaken, abandoned, left by the possessor or 
guardian ; csp. of a vessel abandoned at sea ; transf. 
said of land left dry by the recession of the sea. 

1649 Jer. Taylor Gt. Exemp. 1. i. ? 10 The affections 
which these exposed and derelict children bear to their 
mothers. 1700 Luttrell Brief R el. (1857) IV. 640 A tryal 
before the barons of the exchequer . . about derelict lands 
left by the sea in Yorkshire. 1848 Hallam M id. Ages i. 
Notes iii. (1855) I. 106 Gaul, like Britain., had become 
almost a sort of derelict possession, to be seized by the occu- 
pant. 1888 Times 21 Aug. 9/3 Massowah, which, having 
been abandoned and left derelict by Egypt . . was seized by 
Italy as a res mdlzus. 

Jig. 1774 Burke A mer. Tax. Wks. (1842) I. 171 They 
easily prevailed, so as to seize upon the vacant, unoccupied, 
and derelict minds of his friends. 

2 . Guilty of dereliction of duty; unfaithful, de- 
linquent (US.). Hence Derelictness. 

1864 Daily Tel. 13 Sept., Probably you will think that 
United States Commissioner Newton was very ‘ derelict ’ in 
his duty. 1888 The Voice (N.Y.) 4 Oct., The derelictness 
of many officials in Kansas. 

B. sb. 

1 . A piece of property abandoned by tbe owner 
or guardian ; esp. a vessel abandoned at sea. 

1670 Land. Gaz. No. 534/1 A small Virginia ship laden 
with Tobacco, which they seised as a Derelict, pretending 
the men had forsaken the ship. 1727-51 Chambers Cycl., 
Derelicts , in the civil law, are such goods as are wilfully 
thrown away, or relinquished by the owner. 1838 De 
Quincey Mod. Greece Wks. XIV. 320 Often . , plague . . 
would absolutely depopulate a region . . In such cases, mere 
strangers would oftentimes enter upon the lands as a dere- 
lict. 1877 W. Thomson Cruise Challenger iv. 61 On the 
morning of March 23rd we steamed in search of the derelict, 
b. A person abandoned or forsaken. 

1728 Savage Bastard Pref., I was a Derelict from my 
cradle. 1873 Browning Red Cott . Nt.-cap 258 To try con- 
clusions with my helplessness, — To pounce on, misuse me, 
your derelict, Helped by advantage that bereavement lends? 

2 . One guilty of dereliction of duty ( U.S. ). Cf. 

A. 2. 

1888 The Voice (N.Y.) 3 Jan., The Republicans renomi- 
nated and triumphantly re-elected the derelicts. 
Berelixt, V. rare. [f. L. derelict ppl. stem 
of derelinquere : see prec.] 
f 1 , trans. To abandon, forsake. Obs. 
x6zz Donne Sert/t. John xi. 35 Friends . . must not be 
derelicted, abandoned to themselves. 1691 T. H[ale] Ace . 
New Invent, lxxiii. Grants . . of Lands derelicted. 

2 . fig. To fail to keep or observe ; to fail short 
of. nonce-use. 

1881 Macfarren Counterp. iv. 9 Exceptions can only be 
understood by students who are thoroughly conversant with 
the rules they [the exceptions] derelict. 

Dereliction (derilrkjan). [ad. L .derelidim- 
eni, n. of action from derelinquere : see Derelict. 
Cf, obs. F. (16th c.) dereliction (Godef.).] 

1 . The action of leaving or forsaking (with in- 
tention not to resume) ; abandonment. (Now rare 
exc. in legal use.) 

a x6x2 Donne Biadavaros (1644) 123 The next species of 
Homicide., is Permission, which when it is toward our- 
selvesj is by the schoolemen usually called Desertion, or 
Dereliction. 1649 Jer. Taylor Gt. Exemp, 1. viii. r 5 Re- 
pentance and dereliction of sins. 1782 Gibbon Deck $ F. 
xxxvi. (1836) 586 This wise dereliction of obsolete, vexatious, 
and unprofitable claims. 1818 Jas. Mill Brit. India XI. v. 
iv, 442 He recommended, if not a dereliction, at any rate a 
suspension of the design. 1875; Bryce Holy Rom. Emp. 
xi. (ed. 5) 176 Imposts . . by long dereliction apparently 
obsolete. 

b. The condition of being forsaken or aban- 
doned. Now rare. 

1597 .Hooker Eccl. Pol. v, xvii. § a Dereliction In this 
world, and in the world, to come confusion. ■ . 1675 Brooks 
Gold, Key Wks. 1867 V, 98 That Jesus Christ ■did suffer 
dereliction of God really j that be .was indeed 'deserted and 
forsaken of God. *771 Junius Lett. Ixvii. 330 The unhappy 
baronet has no friends . , you are not reduced to so deplor- 
able a state of' dereliction, 1807 Vancouver Agric. Devon 
(1813) 85 'These mansions , . whether their' dereliction arises 
from the caprice or folly of their owners, etc 

c . fig. The ‘ abandonment ’ or leaving dry of 
land by the sea ; concr. the land thus left dry. 

1767 Blackstone Comm, II. 261 Lands newlv. created .. . 
by 'the alluvion or dereliction of the sea. ■ *804 Colkbrookk 
Husk Bengal (1806) 8' 'Land which has been gained by the 
dereliction of water. ^ 1866 Rogers Agric, # Prices I, iv, 
106 Norfolk" has gained largely on the eastern side, by the 
dereliction of the sea. 
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DEBXSOMOm 


DEBELOTQTTISH. 

2 . In modem use implying a morally wrong or 
reprehensible abandonment or neglect ; chiefly in 
the phr. dereliction of duty. 

xyjB Burke Corr, (1844) II. 217 A dereliction of every 
opinion and principle that I have held. 1836 J. Gilbert 
Chr. Atonem . iv. (1852) 90 He will not accept of compli- 
ments paid to his power at the expense of a dereliction of 
his royal claims. 1840 H. Ainsworth Tower of London 
viii, They would be answerable with their lives for any 
further dereliction of duty, i860 Pusey Min. Proph. Mai. 
ii. 11, Idolatry, the central dereliction of God. 1892 Ld. 
Esher in Law Times liep. LXVII. 211/2 The plaintiffs 
have been guilty of a dereliction of duty, but for which the 
sewage matter would not flow into the stream. 

b. Hence absol. Failure in duty, delinquency. 

1830 Hekschel Stud. Nat. Phil. 11 In this case it was 
moral dereliction which gave to ridicule a weight and power 
not necessarily . . belonging to it. 1841 Emerson Zee/., 
Man the Reformer Wks. (Bohn) II. 236 The employments 
of commerce ..are . . vitiated by derelictions and abuses at 
which all connive. 1881 S, H. Hodgson Outcast Ess. 396 
What ! on thy guiltless children wilt thou call Lightly the 
curse of such a dereliction? 188a Hinsdale Garfield <$• 
Educ. 1/396 Each pupd felt . . that he owed her a personal 
apology for any dereliction or failure on his part. 

f 3 . Failure, cessation ; esp. sudden failure of the 
bodily or mental powers, fainting. Obs. 

1647 H. More Song of Soul in. App. Ixxix, Of brasen sleep 
and bodi’s derelictions. ^ 1749 Bp. Lavington Enthus. 
Methodists {1820) 23 Derelictions, terrors, despairings. 1794 
G. Adams Nat. g Exp . Philos . IV. xl. 91 The word eclipse 
. . signifies dereliction, a fainting away, or swooning. 1797 
E. M. Lomax Philanthrope 169 All at once, by some un- 
fortunate dereliction of mind, he made a full stop, 
fb. Failure, defect, shortcoming. Obs. 

1801 Fuseli in Led. Paint . ii. (Bohn 1848) 383 Michel- 
angelo .. no doubt had his moments of dereliction. 1807 
Owe ibid. i. 265 Michelangelo had derelictions and defi- 
ciencies too great to be overlooked. 

Bereligionize, -ing: see De- II. 1. 

Derelxng, -yng, obs. forms of Darling. 

+ Dereli*nque, v. Obs. rare -°. ^next. 

1623 Cockeram, Derelingue , to leaue. 
f Bereiinquisil (dnTli*qkwif), v. Obs, ff. 
Relinquish, after L. derelinquerez see Derelict. 
Cf. OF. derelainquir in same sense (Godef.).] 
trails. To relinquish utterly, forsake, abandon. 

<2x612 Donne Btadavaros (1644) 106 That it were deadly 
sinne in him to de-relinquish the Church. 1679 J. Smith 
Narrat. Pop. Plot Ded. B, That you will not . . both desert j 
your Self, and de-relinquish the care of three Kingdoms. 
1799 Kirwan Geol. Ess. 81 This vast continental depression, 
whose derelinquished space was occupied by water. 
Berene, -renne, -reyne, variants of Deraign 
v. Obs., to prove, etc. 

+ Bere"re, adv. Obs. [a. OF. deriere , now 
derriere , behind = Pr. dereire , It. dietro , drieto ■ 
late pop. L. de-retro 1 from backwards \] Behind. 

<7x386 Chaucer Reeve's T. 181 (Harl.)This seely clerkes 
ronnen vp and doun, WiJ> keep, keep, stand, stand, Iossa, 
ware derere, Ga wightly pou and I sal keep him heere. 
t Derf, sb. Obs. [app. shortened Irom OE. 
gedeorf labour, trouble, tribulation, f. deorfan 
to labour : see Dbeve.] Trouble, tribulation, 
hurt. 

[c 1000 ASlfric Colloquy T 16 Hig, hfe, micel gedeorf ys 
hit I] c 1205 Lay. 10943 Nas na man /.pact dursten him derf 
makien. <2x225 Ancr. R. 80 Strong uorte drien derf ine 
Godes seruise. Ibid. 106 Heo wolde J?et derf puldeliche 
holien. Ibid. x8o Sicnesse, meseise . . and euench licom- 
liche derf pet eileb he vlesche. c 1230 Mali Meid. 17 Abeore 
blift’eliche }?e derf }?at tu drehest. 
t Derf, a. (adv.) Obs, F orms : 3 { Orw.) derrf, 
deorrf, 3-4 derue, 3-6 derf, 4-5 derff, 4-0 derfe, 
5-6 derflfe, darf(e, 6 dearfe. [app. a. ON. djarfr 
(:—derfa-z) bold, daring, audacious, impudent : cf. 
OSw. diarver , diserver, Sw. djerf. Da. diserv ; 
cognate with OS. dcrti, OFris. derfe ; not recorded 
in OE. where the forms would be deorf dierfe ; cf. 
deorrflike in Ormin.] 

1 . Bold, daring, courageous, brave. 

C1200 Ormin 16780 He [Nicodemus] nass nohht derrf inoh 
all opennli3 to sekenn be Laferrd Crist, Ibid. 19598 Wif>b 
derrf & openn spaeche. 1375 Barbour Bruce xviii. 307 The 
frer. . wes derrf, stout, and ek hardy, c 1400 Destr. Troy 
12800 His derf knightes. 1513 Douglas AEneis ix. ix. 22 
Turnus the prince, at was baith darf and bald. 

b. In a bad sense : Bold, audacious, daringly 
wicked. 

.2x300 Cursor M. 12936 (CottV pat derf o ded, \>zt fals 
traitur. Ibid. 27749 (Cott.) Wreth . . wentes man fra goddis 
will and mas him derf to dedis ill. V a 1400 Morte Arth. 
3779 Thow salle be dede and undone for thy derfe dedys. 
c 1460 Towneley Myst. (Surtees) 305 Fulle darfe has been 
oure deede for-thi commen is our care. 1570 Levins Manip. 
31 Darfe, stubborn, pertinax, obduratus. 

2 . Strong, sturdy, stout. 

c 1340 Gaw. fy Or. Knt. 1233 pe dor drawen, & dit with 
a derf haspe. ? a 1400 Morte Arth . 312 No more dowte the 
dynte of theire derfe wapyns. c 1450 Henryson Mot. Fab , 
78 His darf oxen I compt them not a flee, 
b. Vigorous, forcible, violent. 

C1440 York Myst. xlvi. 17 That drewe all tho domesmen 
derffe indignacioun. 0x450 Golagros $ Gaw , 350 Delis thair 
full doughtely mony derf dynt. x6. . Earl Westmorland 
291 in Furniv. Percy Folio 1 . 31 1 Blowes that Were both derfe 
and dire. 

3 . Painful, grievous; terrible, dreadful; cruel. 

a 1225 Lee', Kath. 565 Ich hire wule don to pe derueste 
dea$. <7x325 E. E. A Hit. P. B. 862 Dotz away your derf 


dyn & derez neuer my gestes. c 1470 Henry Wallace vii. 
217 Mony. .Off Wallace part, thai putt to that derff deid. 

b. Troublesome, hard, difficult. 
ax 225 Leg. Kath. 948 For nis him no derure for to ad- 
weschen feole ben fewe. c 1230 Hali Meid . 19 His reades. . 
derue beoS to fullen. 1535 Stewart Cron. Scot. III. 294 
The darfast way. .Tha tuke the gait without rangat till go, 
B. as adv. Grievously, terribly. 

<7x325 Metr. Horn. (1862) 23 Slic wordes said Crist of thir 
wers That folc in werd ful derf deres. 

Berfde, pa. t. of Derve v. Obs. 
t De*rfful, a. Obs. In 4 derful, 6 darfful. 

[? f. Derf sb. + -ful.] ? Troublous, hurtful ; or 
= Derf a. Hence De*rffully adv. 
c 1340 Cursor M . 22544 (Edin.) Wod and wal al doun sal 
draw of demster bat derful aw. [Other MSS. dredful.] 1535 
Stewart Cron. Scot. 2338 The dartis flew lyke fyre out of 
the flint Darfful and dour. a 1225 Leg. Kath. 1090 Deien 
se derfliche [one MS. derffulliche], 

t Be*rfly s a,. Obs. [?f. Derf a. + -ly 1 : cf. ON. 
djarjUgr bold, daring.] Grievous, terrible, dread- 
ful; — Derf <3.3/ 

a 1300 Cursor M. 1143 (Cott.) pi derfli dede has liknes nan. 
Ibid. 7182 To derfly ded pai suld him bring, 
t Be rfly, adv. Obs. Forms: see Derf a. [f. 
Derf a. + -ly ' a . Cf. ON. djarfliga boldly.] 

1 . Boldly; fiercely. 

c 1200 Ormin 9752 Forrbi toe hem Sannt Iohann Deorrf- 
like to begrippen. c 1220 Bestiary 41 1 For to winnen fode 
derflike wiSuten dred. c 1340 Gaw. <$• Cr. Knt. 2334 How 
bat do3ty dredlesderuely berstondez. a 1400-50 Alexander 
2942 J>an has ser Dary dedeyne, & derfely [. Dublin MS. 
darflyj he lokes. 

2 . Forcibly, violently. 

cxzoo Ormin 16195 patt tuss derrfliche drifesst alle bis 
folic ut off biss minstre. c 1340 Cursor M. 19712 (Edin.) pal 
toke bair rede derueli [v.r. derfli) do him to be dede. c 1400 
Melayne 1033 So darfely bothe thaire dynttis thay driste. 
2535 Stewart Cron. Scot. I. 41 Eolus . . In Yrland cost rycht 
darflie did thame dryve. a 1605 Polwart Ply t ing w. Mont- 
gomerie 542 To dreadfull dolour dearfly or 3e dryue him. 

b. Quickly, promptly. 

<71325 E. E. A Hit. P. B. 1641 Derfly benne Danyel deles 
pyse wordes. a 1400-50 Alexander 3006 Derfly on be tobir 
day a douth he assembles. c 1475 Rauf Coil^ear 798 
To the Montane he maid him full boun. .Derflie ouir Daillis. 

3 . Grievously, terribly. 

a 1225 A tier. R. 114 Pus was lesu Crist .. in alle his fif 
wittes derfliche ipined. ?#i4oo Morte Arth. 3278 And 
there-fore derfiyche I am dampnede for ever 1 

t Be*rfness. Obs. [f. Derf a. + -NESS. Sense 1 
appears to be related to Derf sb.] 

1. Trouble, hardship ; - Derf sb. 

CX175 Lamb. Horn. 21 pes ]>n hefdest mare deruenesse 
on bisse liue of bine licome, bes bn scoldest hersumian b e 
bet bine leofe drihten. a X300 Cursor M. 3906 (Cott.) Man 
bat pou will help In nede Thar him neuer na aerfnes drede. 

2 . Boldness, audacity. 

<7 1400 Destr. Troy 5110 He, pat warpes thies wordes in 
his wild foly, Shuld degh, for his derfenes. 

t Be'rfship. Obs. [f. Derf a. + -ship.] Auda- 
city. 

<2x225 Leg. Kath. 978 pis is nu b e derfschipe of bi dusi 
onsware and te deopnesse. 

Dergie, obs. form of Dirge. 

Beric ( deTik), a. Biol. [mod. f. Gr. Sepos skin 
+ -10.] Pertaining to, or constituting, the skin or 
outer integument of the body. 

1878 Bell Gegenbauds Comp. Anat. 36 The outer ger- 
minal layer (deric layer or ectoderm) forms the outer limit- 
ing layer of the body. 

Derick, var. spelling of Derrick. 

Beridable (dfrordab’l), a. [f. Deride v. 4* 
-able.] That may be derided or ridiculed. 

1804 Jeffrey Let. in Ld. Cockburn Life II. xliv, You . . 
have yet to learn that everything has a respectable, and 
a deridable aspect. 

Beride (dirord), v. [ad. L. derlde-re to laugh 
to scorn, scoff at, f. De- I. 4 + L. ridere to laugh. 
Gf. OF. derire and rare derider (Godef.).] 

1 . trans. To laugh at in contempt or scorn ; to 
laugh to scorn : to make sport of, mock. 

1530 [see Deriding below). 1545 Joye Exp . Dan. iii. 44 
In al tymes haue the tyrants derided the godly while they 
paciently waited for Gods helpe. 1581 Pettie Guazzo’s Civ. 
Conv. 1. (1586) 30 b, Mockers and flouters, who., deride 
everie man. 1611 Bible Luke xxiii. 35 And the rulers also. . 
derided him. 1621 Burton Anat. Mel. in. iv. 1. L (1652) 
633, I knowe not whether they are more to be pitied or de- 
rided. 1667 Milton P. L. xl 817 Of them derided, but of 
God observ’d The one just Man alive. 1763 J. Brown 
Poetry <$• Mus. v. 75 A Bagpipe (an Instrument which an 
Englishman derides!. 1781 Gibbon Deal. ^ F. II. xxviii. 99 
He justly derides the absurd reverence for antiquity. 1853 
J. H. Newman Mist. Sk, (1873) II. ns, vii. 272 Doctrines 
which, as an orator, he does not scruple to deride, 
f 2 . intr. To laugh contemptuously or scornfully. 
16x9 H. Hutton Follies Anat. (Percy Soc.) 43 The hang- 
man . . Began to scoffe, and thus deriding said. 1663 Wood 
Life (Oxf. Hist. Soc.) I. 466 A club, .where many pretended 
witts would meet and deride at others. 1675 Traherne 
Chr. Ethics App, 562 When they deride at our profession. 

Hence Deri ded ppl. a., Deri* ding vbl. sb. and 
ppl. a. ; Deri-der, one who derides, a mocker ; De- 
ri’dingly adv., in a deriding way, with derision. 

1530 Palsgr. 213/2 Deridyng, laughyng to skorne, derision. 
1543 Necess. Doctr. H iij, A dissembler or rather a deryder 
of penance. 1563-87 Foxe A. $ M. (1596) 635 (R.) In the 
same epistle [he] deridinglie commendeth them. X594 
Hooker Eccl. Pol. iv. i. § 1 Prophane and deriding adver- 


saries; 1672 Life $ Death J. A Heine vi. (1837) 71 Derid- 
ing and menacing language. 1680-90 Temple Ess. Heroic 
Virtue Wks. 1731 1 . 221 Their decayed and derided Idolatry. 
1695 Woodward Nat. Hist. Earth 11, (1723) 116 His indis- 
creet . . Derideing . . of his Father. 1792 Mad. D’Arblay 
Diary J an. , ‘ What do you mean by going home?’ cried she, 
somewhat deridingly. 1845 Ld. Campbell Chancellors (1857) 
IV. lxxiv. 8 He deridingly called the swan on his badge, 

‘ a goose’. 1857 Hughes Tom Brown 1. iii. (1871) 63 [lie] 
smote his young derider on the nose. 

f Deri*dent, a. nonce- wd. Obs. [ad. L. derident- 
em, pr. pple. of L. den do re to Deride.] ? Deriding, 
or smiling. 

1609 Ev. Woman in Hum. 1. i. in Bullen O. PI. IV. 308 
Bosse. Most sweete mistriss, most derydent starre. Acut * 
Then most rydent starre faire falle ye. 

Derige, obs. form of Dirge. 

Bering: see under Dere v. 

Berisible (d/ri*zib’l), a. [f. L. type *derisi- 
bilis , f . deris-, ppl. stem of de rid ere : see -ble. 
Cf. It. derisibile 1 that may be derided* (Florio 
1611).] To be derided ; worthy of derision. 

1657 Tomlinson Renon’s Disp. 7x2 The Pharmacopolist 
that wants Sugar, is not so derisible, as he. . 1885 Stevenson 
Dynamiter 45, I was his hopeless and derisible inferior. 

Berision (d/'ri^on). Also 5 dyrision, 6 dire- 
sioun. [a. F. dirision ( 1 3th c.), ad . L. derision-em, 
n. of action from deridere to Deride.] 

X. The action of deriding or laughing to scorn ; 
ridicule, mockery. 

<2 1400 Cov. Myst. (Shaks. Soc.) 191 Of thi wurdys I have 
skorne and derysone. <7x470 Henry Wallace vm. 646 It 
were but derysioun To croun him king but woice off the 
parlyment. 1484 Caxton Curtail 4 That sholde be a grete 
lesynge and worthy of derysion. 1590 Shaks. Mids. N. in. 
ii. 123 Scorne and derision neuer comes in teares, x6ox 
? Marston Pasquil Kath. u. 244 Scourg’d with the whip 
of sharpe derision. 1624 De Lawne Du Moulin's Logick 
70 Sometimes names are given by contraries, and by way of 
derision. As, whenadwarfeis calleda Goliah. 1777 Watson 
Philip. II (x 793) III. xix. x6 She had regarded it rather as 
an object of derision than alarm. 1852 Conybeare & H. 
St. Paul (1862) I. iv. 1 18 The people of Antioch were noto- 
rious for inventing names of derision. 

b. with pi. An instance of this, a deriding. 

1535 Coverdale Jcr. xx. xo For why I herde so many 

derisions and blasphemies. 1844 Mrs. Browning Lady 
Geraldine's Courtship xci, Out of reach of her derisions. 

c. Phrases. In, f by, t for, f to derision . 

c 1477 Caxton Jason 17 And thus saide to him by derision. 
1494 Fabyan Citron, vi. cxeviii. 205 In dyrision and despy te 
of the Danys. 15x4 Barclay Cyt. <5- Uplondyshm. (Percy 
Soc.) 25 Than do they laughe us unto derysyon. 1526 Pilgr. 
Per/. (W. de W. 1531) 205 His tytle for derysyon wryten 
and set ouer his heed. 1549 Compl. Scot. xx. 169 He vald 
laucht and scorn vs be grit derisione. 1655-60 Stanley 
Hist. Philos. ( 1701) 77/1 Scarce able to . write, which when 
upon any occasion he did, it was to derision. 1747 Wesley 
Char. Methodist n Those who are in Derision so called. 
1847 De Quincey Sp. Mil. Nun vii. (1853) 14 In derision of 
the gay colours. 

d. To hold or have in derision : to treat with 
scorn and mockery. To be in derision : to be sub- 
jected to mocking ridicule, to be a laughing-stock ; 
so to bring into derision. 

(With hold, have the action is prominent, with be the con- 
dition of the derided.) 

1494 Fabyan Chron. vi. clviii. 147 Bernulphus . . hadde 
this Egbert in derysyon. 1527 R. Thorne in Hakluyt Voy. 
(1589) 258 Among wise men it should be had in derision. 
1535 Coverdale Job xxx. x Now they that are . . yonger 
then I, haue me in derision. <2x571 Throgmorton Let. to 
Cecil in Froude Hist. Eng. (x88x) VI. xxxix. 439 We begin 
to be in derision already for the bruit only. 16x2 T. Taylor 
Comm. Titus ii. 8 He was in daily derision, euery one 
mocked him. 1770 Burke Pres. Discout. (R.), British policy 
is brought into derision. 

2 . concr. An object of ridicule ; a laughing-stock. 
1539 Bible (Great) Ps. Ixxix. 4 We are become . . a very 
scorne and derysyon to them that are rounde aboute vs, 1612 
T. Taylor Comm. Titus ii. 8 His word was a reproach and 
derision to the profane. 1746 Hervey Medit. (x8x8) 270 The 
venerable patriarch is the derision of scoundrels. 

t Beri*sionary, a. Obs. [See -ary.] Of the 
nature of derision, expressing derision, derisory. 

a 1704 T. Brown Lett. Dead to Living Wks. 1759 II. 215, 
All hell applauds you mightily for . . that derisionary festival, 
which you keep. 

Berisive (dfrorsiv), a. [f. L. deris-, ppl. stem 
of deridere to Deride + -ive. Cf. OF. derrisif, 
five.'] Characterized by derision; scoffing, mocking. 

<2x662 Gauden Sacrament 98 (L.) His derisive purple 
stained . . with blood. 1725 Pope Odyss. 11. 364 Derisive 
taunts were spread from guest to guest. 1871 H. Ainsworth 
Tower Hill 1. ii, ‘ Sob ! you are come !’ he exclaimed, in a 
deep, derisive tone, Mod. Newspr. Reft, of Parlt. The 
statement of the hon. member was received with derisive 
cheers [i.e. Hear l heart uttered in derisive tones). 

Hence Derisively adv., in a mocking manner, 
with derision ; Derisiveness. 

1665 Sir T. Herbert Trav. (1677) S20 That hyperbole . . 
which derisively term[s) Cairo and Damascus villages. Ibid. 
243 (R.) The Persians [were) thence called Magusstei de- 
risively by other ethnicks. 1838 Dickens Nich. Nick, xlv, 
* N ever you mind retorted that gentleman, tapping his nose 
derisively. 1847 Craig, Derisiveness, the state bf being 
derisive. , 

f Beriso*rious y a. [f. as next + -ous.] * next. 
1664 H. More Antid. Idolatry 73 A derisorious Allusion 
to the occasion of the name of that City. x68x — Postscr. in 
Glanvill Sadducismus 1. (1726) 34 His unworthy Usage of 
the Holy Writ, and his derisorious Interpretations of it. 
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DERIVATIVE, 


Derisory (dlrarsori), a. [ad. L. dertsori-us , 
f. derisor derider, mocker, agent-n. from deridere.] 
Characterized by derision ; mocking, derisive. 

x6i8 Chapman Hesiod n. 323 The garrulous grashopper 
. . Sits pouring out her derisory song. _ a xj 00 B. E. Diet, 
Cant, Crew, Cold Iron, a Derisory Periphrasis for a Sword. 
2791-2823 D’ Israeli Cur, Lit, Pol. Nicknames, The derisory 
nickname [Roundhead]. 1853 Grote Greece 11. Ixxxiii. XL 
S'i Occasions for derisory cheering, 18S8 Times 6 Sept. 7 /a 
They prefer decorous obscurity to a derisory notoriety. 

Derivabrlity. rare. [f. Derivable : see 
-ITT.] The quality of being derivable. 

1865 Masson Pec. Brit. Philos . 352 The existence which 
each man predicates of himself is, according to Mr. Mill, 
derivability from that neutrum. 

Derivable (dfrarvab’l), a. [f. Derive v. + 
-able. Cf. mod.F. dirivablri] Capable of being 
derived: in'. various senses of the vb. 

f l. Capable of being transmitted or passed on 
from one to another ; transmissible. 06 s, 

1640 Bp. Hall Episc. n. vi. 1x8 Those works which are 
, . derivable to all successions, to the end of the world. 1649 
— Cases Consc. (1650) 4x6 This incest . . was permanent, and 
derivable to her posterity, a 17x6 South ().), The eternal 
rule and standard of all honour derivable upon me. 

2 . Capable of being drawn or obtained {Jrom 
some source); obtainable. 

<22722 Ken Christ ophil Poet. Wks. 172T I, 521 Fill’d with 
all Plenitude Divine, Derivable from Godhead Trine. 1799 
Wellington in Owen Desp. 158 The collateral benefits de- 
rivable by the Company. 1869 Phillips V esnv, v. 150 The 
singular product, derivable from some organic bodies, called 
petroleum. 1884 Law Times 31 May 75/x The income 
derivable from a capital sum of ... twenty-six millions. 

3 . Capable of being obtained or drawn as a con- 
clusion, deduction, or inference ; dedncible from. 

1653 Wilkins On Prayer iv. (T.), The second sort of argu- 
ments, from ourselves, are derivable from some of these 
heads. #1677 Barrow Serm, Wks. 1716 II. 57 The right 
sense thereof seemeth best derivable from .. the nature of 
the subject he treateth on. 1873 Proctor Expanse Heaven 
81 The main inference derivable from these hurricanes does 
not relate to their effects but to their cause. 

4 . Capable of being traced up to, or shown to 
proceed from (a source) ; traceable. 

4*1682 SirT. Browne Tracts 137 Derivable from the com- 
mon Tongue diffused through them all. a 1716 South Serm. 
VI. 226 (T.) AH these lamentable accidents were both subse- 
quent upon, and derivable from a sin, which was fully par- 
doned. 1863 H. Spencer First Princ. it. iii. § 50 All other 
modes of consciousness are derivable from experiences of 
Force. 

Hence DerivaMy adv., in a derivative manner. 

1847 in Craig. 

t iJerivage. Obs. rare — l . [f. Derive + -age.] 
Derivation, tracing. 

xfixo W. Folkingham Art of Survey n. iii. 69 Deriuage of 
Pedegrees from Auncestrie. 

Berival (d/rarval). rare. [f. Derive v. : see 
-AL 2 5.] Derivation; e. g. of one word from 
another. 

1871 Earle Phitol, Eng. Tongue § 533 Of the derival of 
a conjunction from a preposition, we have a ready instance 
in the old familiar '‘but 1878 Ibid. § 257 Postscr., Instances 
of Derival rather than of Combination. 

Berivant (d/rarvant), a. and sb. [a. F, diri- 
vant , pr. pple. of diriver to Derive : see -ant.] 

A. adj. Med. Drawing off or away (inflamma- 
tion, fluid, etc.) ; —Derivative i b. B. sb. Math. 
A term applied to derived function of a special kind. 

1876 Bartholow Mat. Med. (1879) 546 His conviction that 
the chief utility of cupping ana leeching consists not in the 
blood withdrawn, but in the derivant and counter-irritant 
effect which they produce. 

Berivat© (de'rivJt), ppl a. and sb. [ad. L. 
derfvdt-us, -urn, pa. pple. of derivare to Derive.] 

A. as pa. pple. and a. Derived. 

2494 Fabyan Chron. vn. 293 Portgreuis, whiche worde is 
deriuat or made of .ii. Saxon wordis, as port and greue. 
c 153* Dewes Introd. Fr. in Palsgr, 900 T enir , uenir with 
all them that be derivate of them as contmir, preuenir. 
1679 Kip in G. Hickes Spir. Popery 9 Supremacy, and 
every thing Originat upon and derivate from it. 1826 J. 
Gilchrist Led. 44 Correlative, derivate, and hereditary 
holiness. 1842 Sir H. Taylor Edwin the Fair 1. vii. (D.), 
Him From whom the rights of kings are derivate* 

B. ''sb. Anything derived ; a derivative. 

1660 Jer. Taylor Duct. Dubit. 1. ii. rule iii. § 22 Those 
things that are derivates from heauen. 1838 Blackav. Mag, 
XLIV. 550 We maintain that consciousness meets the 
given, the derivate in man, at every point. 1889 Jacobs 
AEsop 95 Which of them is the original, which the derivate? 
1892 Daily News 2 Nov, 7/3 The new Ammonia derivate 
Piperazine. 

t Be*rivate, v. Obs. rare . [f. ppl. stem of L. 
derivare to Derive.] = Derive v. trans. and intr. 

1541 R. Copland Guydon'sQuest. Chirurg., Peraduenture 
it wold deryuate to other membres and do moire har me than 
was before. 1552 in Huloet. 1643 H. 0. Man's Mori, i. 3 
Thus Mortality is derivated to all Adams posteritie. 

t Be*rivately, adv. Obs , [f. Derivate a. + 
-ly 2 .] In a derived capacity or way. 

1636 Prynne Unbish. Tim. 106 This power is secondarily 
and derivately in the whole Church. 

Derivation 1 (derive 1 jbn). [a. F. derivation 
(1377 in Lanfranc’s Chirurg littre), ad. L. deft- 
vdtionem, n. of action from derivare to Derive. 
(The more usual OF. word was derivaison, -risen.)] 
t 1 * The action or process of leading or carrying 


a current of water, or the like, front a source, to 
another part ; concr. a branch of a river, etc. by 
which such a drawing off is effected. Obs 
X607 Topsell Four-/. Beasts (1658) 525 They bite all the 
vessels reaching to the stomach, making a derivation of all 
those ill humors into the belly and^ other parts. > x6iz 
Brerewood Lang. <$• Relig. xiii. 139 Piiny in the derivation 
of water, requireth one cubit of declining, in 240 foot of pro- 
ceeding. 2691 Ray Creation 1. (1704) 82 Plenty of Vessels 
for the derivation of Air to all their Parts. 1737 Bracken 
Farriery Intpr. (1756) 1. 93 This, .will cause a greater Deri- 
vation . . of Blood to that Leg. 1776 Gibbon Decl. Srf'.l. 
xxlv. 693 The fleet passed from the Euphrates into an artificial 
derivation of that river. 2800 E. Darwin Phytologia 417 
The necessary moisture . . which was formerly supplied hy 
artificial derivations of water. 1835 De Quincey in Tails 
Mag. II. 80 The great national fountain shall not be 
a stagnant reservoir, but by an endless derivation, (to 
speak in a Roman metaphor l) applied to a system of 
national irrigation. 

b. The action of conveying or leading away (in 
a current) ; diversion ; an instance of this ; in 
Electr. cf. derived circuit (Derived c). 

1855 Bain Senses # Int. 11. i. § 12 The derivation of 
blood from the brain reduces the cerebral excitement. 1883 
Syd. Soc . Lex., Derivation wire, the wire along which a 
derived electric current is drawn. 1885 Gulley Pract. 
Telegr. 41 The new path opened to the current is called a 
derived circuit or derivation, or, properly, a fault. 

c. Med. The withdrawal of inflammation or 
morbid humour from a diseased part of the body, 
by blistering, cupping or other means. 

1600 W. Vaughan Direct. Health (1633) 165 To use revul- 
sions and derivations to withdraw some of the fumes and 
vapours, x 656 Rwglev P ract. Pkysick 85 By. .derivations, 
as opening a vein and Ligatures to take away the flux. 1676 
R. Wiseman Chirurg. Treat. 7 Derivation differs from Re- 
vulsion onely in the measure of the distance, and the force 
of the medicines used. 1813 J. Thomson Led. Infant . 185 
These effects of topical blood-letting are expressed in some 
of the older medical writings by the terms Derivation and 
Revulsion. 

f 2 . A passing or handing on ; transmission (from 
a source) ; communication. Obs. 

1597 Hooker Eccl. Pol. v. Ivi. (1611)309 What communion 
Christ hath with his Church is in him by originall deriuation. 
x6oz Warner Alb. Eng. Epit. (16x2) 387 He therefore 
plotted.. a deriuation to himselfe of the Kingly Diademe. 
1639 Pearson Creed (1839) 196 In human generation the 
son is begotten in the same nature with the father, which is 
performed by derivation or decision of part of the sub- 
stance of the parent. 1699 Burnet 39 Art. ix. (1700I 108 
There is both a derivation of Righteousness, and a Com- 
munication of Inward Holiness transferred to us through 
Christ. 

3 . The action of drawing, obtaining, or deducing 
from a source. 

1660 Willsford Scales Comm. 39 But suppose this pro- 
portion not known, but by derivation, to be collected from 
others. #1703 Burkitt On N. T. Matt. v. 14 Christ him- 
self is the light of the world, by way of original: his 
ministers are lights by way of derivation, and participation 
from him. 1835 I. Taylor Spir. Despot, v. 2x4 A continued 
derivation of doctrines from the Apostles. 1876 Freeman 
Norm. Cony. V. xxiv. 396 There was no real derivation of 
English law from Normandy. 

4 . Origination or coining forth from a source ; 
extraction, origin, descent. 

1599 Shaks. Hen. V, m. ii. 141 As good a man as your 
selfe, both in the disciplines of Warre, and the deriuation of 
my Birth. x6o3 — Per. v. i. 91 My derivation was from 
ancestors Who stood equivalent with mighty kings. 1669 
Gale Crt. Gentiles 1, 1. ii. 14 That al Languages ana 
Leters had their derivation from the Hebrew. 1791 Cowper 
Iliad xxr. x86 Why hast thou asked My derivation ? x8os~x7 
R. Jameson Char. Min. (ed. 3) 123 If. .we attend to its rela- 
tion with the other crystals of the same mineral, and also to 
its derivation from these, it is described derivatively. 1850 
Robertson Serm. Ser. iii. iv (1872) 56 ‘ The Son was— of 
God \ showing his derivation. 

5 . A derived product ; a derivate, a derivative. 

1641 Milton Prel. Episc. 17 The Father is the whole 

substance, but the Son a derivation, and portion of the 
whole. 1669 Gale Crt, Gentiles 1. 1. i. 6 Al human Arts and 
Sciences are but beams and derivations from the Fountain 
of Lights. ax68o Glanvill (J.) Most of them are the 

f eneral derivations of the hypothesis they claim to. 2800 
Taylor in Monthly Mag. X. 410 The Nicolaitans, who 
were a derivation from the Gnostics. 

0 . Gram. Formation of a word from a more 
primitive word or root in the same or another 
language ; origination as a derivative. 

X530 Palsgr. 68 Derivatyon or formation, that is to saye, 
substantyves somtyme be fourmed of other substantyves. 
159 ° Sir J. Smyth Disc. Weapons 2 b, As though our 
language were so barren, that it were not able of it selfe, 
or by derivation to affoord convenient words, a 1704 Locke 
(J-), The derivation of the word Substance favours the idea 
we have of it 1823 Hone Anc. Myst . 147 Better qualified 
to discover and explain the derivation and meaning of 
Hearne’s word. 1875 W hitney Life Lang. 87 The relics of 
forgotten derivations, .are scattered thickly through every 
part of our vocabulary. 

b. The tracing of the origin of a word from its 
e root 1 or radical elements ; a statement or account 
(or, improperly, a conjecture) of the origin and 
formation of a word . 

X596 Spenser State Irel. Wks. (Globe) 623/2 , 1 knowe not 
whether the woordes be English or Irish, .the Irishmen can 
make noe derivation nor analogye of them. 1605 R. Carew 
in Lett. Lit. Men (Camden) 99 His derivation of the English 
names doth not please me least. 1707 Curios, in Husb. 
Sr Gard. to The learned Abbot . . will not allow these Deri- 
vations to be well grounded. 2823 Scott Peveril App. i. 


foot-note, ISlipula, a straw] Perhaps a more feasible etymo- 
logy of stipulation than the usual derivation from stipes. 
xSgx Trench Stud. Words vii. (1869) 264 Other derivations 
proposed by him are far more absurd than this. 

7 . Math. The operation of passing from any 
function to any related function which may be con- 
sidered or treated as its derivative ; spec, the opera- 
tion of finding the derivative or differential co- 
efficient, differentiation. 

x8i6 tr. Lacroix's Diff. $ Int , Calc. 608 We have already 
determined the law of derivation in the most common func- 
tions. 

8. Biol. The theory of evolution of organic forms : 
see Evolution 6 c. 

1874 J. Fiske Cosmic Philos. I. 11. Ix. 442 According to 
the doctrine of derivation, the more complex plants and 
animals are the slowly modified descendants of less complex 
plants and animals, and these in turn were the slowly 
modified descendants of still less complex plants and 
animals, and so on until we converge to those primitive 
organisms which are not definable either as animal or 
as vegetal. 

Beriva'tiou Gunnery, [a. F. derivation 2 
(Furetiere, i69o),n. of action from diriver {d driver 4 
in Hatzf.) to drift, found in 1 6-1 7th c. as driver, 
and (according to Darmesteter Diet, Gin.) an 
adoption of the Eng. vb. Drive, in its nautical 
sense * to drift with the stream or wind ’ (cf. Acts 
xxvii. 15), subseq. associated and identified in form 
with the pre-existing F. verb diriver to Derive. 
In F. applied both to the drift or driving of a ship, 
and (recently) to the drift or deviation of a pro- 
jectile, and in the later use taken into mod.Eng.] 

The deviation of a projectile from its normal 
course due to its form, motion, the resistance of the 
air, or wind ; spec, the constant inclination of a 
projectile to the right due to the right-hand spin 
imparted by the rifling ; drift. 

1875 Ure Diet. Arts II. 386 The bullet in its improved 
form .. has no tendency to the gyrations which appear to 
have so puzzled French artillerists, and for which they have 
invented the word * derivation ’ and wasted much learned 
disquisition. 1882-3 Cassell’s Encycl. Diet., Derivation, 
the peculiar constant deviation of an elongated projectile 
from a rifled gun. 

Derivational (deriv^-Jbnal), a. [f. Deriva- 
tion 1 + -al.] Of, belonging to, or of the nature 
of derivation. 

1843 Cayley Theory of Determinants , Derivational 
functions. 1873 S. B. James in Leisure Hour 495 ‘ Canting 
arms’ are., arms that, .‘chant’. . I can think of no other 
derivational explanation. x88o Earle Eng. Plants Introd. 
93 Weigand treats the termination, .as derivational. 

Hence Beriva*tionaliy adv., as regaids deri- 
vation. 

1883 E. C. Clark Pract. fnrispr. 45 Derivatjonally, then, 
it D4u<?1 means that which is appointed or ordained. 

Berivationist (derive -jbnist). [f. as prec. -f 
-ist.] 1 . Biol. One who holds the theory of deri- 
vation or evolution of organic types. 2 . One who 
occupies himself with the derivation of words. 

1875 Dawson Nature <5* Bible 134 The derivationist tries to 
break down the line between species and varieties. x888 — 
Geol. Hist, Plants 266 Allied forms, some at least of which 
a derivationist might claim as modified descendants.^ 1891 
Atkinson Moorland Par. 242 The amateur derivationists 
of place names. 

Berivatist (diri-vatist), sb. [f, Derivate 
ppl. a. + -1ST.] -prec. 1. Also attrib . or as adj. 

1887 E. D. Cope Orig. Fittest vi* 215 The doctrine o! 
evolution of organic types is sometimes appropriately called 
the doctrine of derivation, and its supporters, derivatists. 
Ibid., To accept the derivatist doctrine, and to reject the 
creational. 

Derivative (diri-vativ), a. and sb. [a. F. d& 
rivatif -ive (15th c. in Hatzf.), ad. L. derivdtiv-us 
(Priscian), f. ppl. stem of derivare : see -IVE.] 

A. adj. f I. Characterized by transmission, or 
passing from one to another, Obs , 

1637 Laud Sp. Star-Chamh. 14 June Bed. Aiv, What 
Honour can You hope for, either Present, or derivative to 
Posterity if you attend your Government no better ? 2640 
Bp. Reynolds Passions xxx, A derivative and spreading 
injury . . dishonouring a man . . in the eyes of the world. 

b. Med. Producing derivation ; see Deriva- 

tion lie. 

1831-60 Mayne Exp. Lex,, Derivative, having .power' to 
turn aside, or convert, as it were, from one disease to 
another ; applied to certain medicines which seem to act in 
this manner, as .'blisters, rubefacients, epispastics, x88x W. 
B. Hunter, in Encycl. Brit. XII,. 544 Qlydropathys It is 
stimulative* derivative, depurative, sudorific, and alterative. 
1883 Syd, 'Soc. Lex., Derivative^ bleeding, a term, applied to 
that method of treatment of a. disease, by, bleeding when the 
blood is removed from apart of the body far away from the 
seat' of the .disease, as m .bleeding from the' toe in head 
affections. 

2 . Of derived character or nature ; characterized 
by being derived, drawn, obtained, or deduced from 
another ; coming or emanating from a source. 

1530 Palsgr. 3x0/1 'Dery vatyfe,. deriuaiif ■ *570 Dee Math. 
Pref. imRud'd Euclid (1651 1 E.'ij b, The. ..use' of Geometry: 
and of his second, depending, derivative, commodities.' 1630 
Prynne Anii-Armin. 133 ft must.be either .an acquisite, 
a deriuatiue, or an ■ infused quality. 2692-8' Norris Pract 
Disc. (1707) IV. 52 Not', an. original' but a derivative Passion. 
172a '"Steele Sped. No. 432 f 7 They can only gain' a 
secondary .and' derivative kind' of 'Fame. '28*7 Bentham 
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DERIVE, 


DERIVATIVE. 

Pari. Ref. Catech. (1818) 18 The distinction between a seif- 
formed and a derivative judgment. 1866 Argyll Reign 
Paw ii. (ed. 4) 64 The secondary or derivative senses of the 
word have supplanted the primary signification. 1883 Syd. 
Soc. Lea:., Derivative circulation , term applied to the 
direct communication which exists between arteries and 
veins in some parts of the body, so that all the blood does 
not necessarily pass through the capillaries of these parts, 
b. Deriving authority, etc. from another. 

1845 Stephen Laws Eng. I. 67 The courts of the arch- 
bishops and bishops and their derivative officers. 

e. Gram Formed from another word; not 
primitive. 

1330 Palsgr. 79 The pronownes derivatyves have thre 
accidentes. 1824 L. Murray Eng. Gram. (ed. 5) I. 55 
A derivative word is that which may be reduced to another 
word in English of greater simplicity. 1856 R. A. Vaughan 
Mystics (i860) I. 18 To have a distinction in the primitive 
and not in the derivative word is always confusing, 
d. Law. (See quots.) 

*79 2 Chipman Amer. Law Rep. (1871) 21 The title of S, 
being void, the subsequent or derivative titles must likewise 
be void. 1848 Wharton Law Lex., Derivative Convey- 
ances , secondary deeds which presuppose some other con- 
veyance primary or precedent, and only serve to enlarge, 
confirm, alter, restrain, restore, or transfer the interest 
granted by such original conveyance. They are releases, 
confirmations, surrenders, assignments, and defeasanses. 
1871 Markby Elem. Law § 350 Derivative possession is the 
possession which one person has of the property of another. 
189a Law Times XCII I. 458/2 The plaintiff was a deriva- 
tive mortgagee, being a mortgagee of one A. E. P , who 

was a mortgagee of the defendant. 

3. Of or pertaining to a theory of derivation ; 
derivational. 

1871 Darwin Desc. Man 1. iii. 97 Philosophers of the deriva- 
tive school of morals formerly assumed that the foundation 
of morality lay in a form of selfishness ; but more recently 
in the * Greatest Happiness’ principle. 

B. sb. 

1. A thing of derived character ; a thing flow- 
ing, proceeding, or originating from another. 

1593 Nashe Christ’s T. 81 b, The third deriuatiue of 
Delicacie, is sloth. 1611 Shaks. PVint. T. in. ii. 45 Honor, 
’Tis a deriuatiue from me to mine, And onely that I stand 
for.. 2625 Darcie Annales 7 vb, Vnskilfulnesse and her 
deriuatiues, Doubt and Falsity. 2665 Sir T. Herbert Trav . 
(2677) 203 The Arabick . . Howbeit, ’tis no original, but 
a derivative from the Hebrew. 1774 J. Bryant Mythol. I. 
52 Subordinate daemons, which they supposed to be emana- 
tions and derivatives from their chief Deity. 2865 Mozley 
Mirac. v. 98 Testimony is thus reduced to a mere derivative 
of experience, 

2. Gram . A word derived from another by some 
process of word-formation; any word which is not 
a primitive word or root. 

2530 Palsgr. 74 Of pronownes some be primitives, some 
be derivatives. 261a Brinsley Lud. Lit. xxi.(i627) 247 
Some marke would be given under every derivative in each 
roote. a 2637 B. Jonson Eng. Gram. Wks. (Rtldg.) 768/2 
In derivatives, or compounds of the sharp e . . as agreeing , 
of agree. 2735 Johnson Pref. to Diet. § 20 The derivatives 
I have referred to their primitives, with an accuracy some- 
times needless. . 2862 Burton Bk. Hunter (1863) 2 The use 
of a Greek derivative gives notice that you are scientific. 
2868 Gladstone Juv. Mundi ii. (1870) 55 When we turn 
from Argos to its derivative Argeioi we find [etc.}. 

3. Math. A function derived from another ; spec. 
a differential coefficient. 

2674 Jeake Arith. (1696) 456 Derivatives of the third Sort 
. . are next to be exhibited. 1846 Cayley Wks. I. 95 The 
derivative of any number of the derivatives of one or more 
functions .. is itself a derivative of the original functions. 
2881 Maxwell Electr. <$* Magn . 1 . 8 The first derivatives of 
a continuous function may be discontinuous. 

4. Mus. a. A chord derived from a fundamental 
chord, esp. by inversion, b. i The actual or sup- 
posed root or generator, from the harmonics of 
which a chord is derived * (Stainer & Barrett Diet. 
Mus. Terms). 

2828 Webster, Derivative. .In music, a chord not funda- 
mental. 287a Banister Music xi. (1877) .45 These chords, 
with their mutations or inflexions, their inversions and 
their derivatives, .are all the chords used in music. 

5. Chem. A compound obtained from another, 
e.g. by partial replacement. 

1863-72 Watts Diet. Chem. I. .46 Amic acids .. can de- 
compose either as hydrates (derivatives of water), or as 
amides (derivatives of ammonia). 2869 Phillips Vesuvius 
v. 152 Ferric oxide has been of late regarded as a derivative 
from ferric chloride. .2880 Act. 43-4 Viet. c. 24 § 130 The 
use of methylated spirits, or any derivative thereof, in the 
preparation of. .chloroform. 

6. Med. A method or agent that produces De- 
rivation (q.v., 1 c). 

2843 Rep. Brit. Assoc. 78 He had . . found it useful as 
a derivative, removing, when worn on the head, obstinate 
chronic ophthalmia. 1858 Copland Diet.. Pract. Med. III. 
11. 1170 External derivatives and exutories have been ad- 
vised for phthisis. 

Derivatively, adv. [f. prec. + -ly 2 .] In 
a derivative manner ; by derivation. 

c 2630 Risdon Surv. Devon § 145 (1810) 263 Derivatively 
from him is this game. 1768-74 Tucker Lt. Nat. (1852) II. 
252 Fundamentals are of two sorts ; those essentially such. . 
and those derivatively fundamentals. 2837 Sir F. Palgrave 
Merch. $ Friar Ded. (1844) 13 Thence it was acquired, 
either primarily or derivatively, by the Chinese. 

Derivativeness. rare. [f. as prec. + -NESS.] 
The state or quality of being derivative. 

2668 Wilkins Real Char, n, i. § 4. 35 Transcendental 
Relations of Quality at large . . Derivativeness. 2847 in 
Craig. 


+ Derivator. Obs. rare— 1 , [agent-n. from L. 
derivdre to Derive.] Deriver. 

2652 Gaule Magastrom. 14 It may sound and signifie well, 
or ill ; as the derivator pleases to fancy, or labours to allude. 

Derive (dfrorv), v. Forms: 5 dir-, di-, dy- 
ryve, 5 -6 deryve, 6 -ryfe. [a. F. dirive-r (12th 
c. in Littre--Pr., Sp. derivar , It. derivare ) , ad. L. 
derivare to lead or draw off (water or liquid), to 
divert, derive (words), f. De- I. 2 + rivits brook, 
stream of water. 

There are 4 distinct verbs diriver in French. ^ One of 
these, diriver 2 , OF. desriver, to cause to overflow its banks, 
f. rive , L. rzpa river-bank, possibly sometimes influenced 
earlier Eng. use (cf. senses 1 b and c). Diriver 3 to drift ox 
drive, as a ship, with wind or current, to drift as a projectile 
(for earlier driver , from Eng. drive), has given Derivation 2 , 
Derivometer. Diriver 4 , to unrivet, is not represented in 
English.)] 

I. Transitive senses. 

F 1. To conduct (a stream of water or other fluid) 
from a source, reservoir, main stream, etc. to or 
into a channel, place, or destination ; to lead, 
draw, convey down a course or through a channel. 
Obs. or arch. 

2483 Cath. Angl. 96 To deryue, deriuare. 1530 Palsgr. 
513/2, 1 deryve, or bringe one thynge out of another, as 
water is brought whan it is brought from the spring, je 
deriue. 2338 Leland I tin. V. 92 The Pittes be so set abowte 
with Canales that the Sake Water is facily derivid to every 
Marines Howse._ 2555 Watreman Fardle Facions Pref. 10 
From them [springes] thei deriued into cities and Tounes, 
the pure freshe waters a greate distaunce of. 2372 Digges 
Pantom. 1. xvii. F, Ye may conclude that this water may be 
deriued thither. 1606 N. Baxter Man Created in Farr 
.S'. P. Jas. I (1848) 238 And so through conduits, secretly 
contriu’d, Is blood to euerie humane part deriu’d. 2632 
Sanderson Serm. II. 24 Little trenches, whereby . . hus- 
bandmen used to derive water from some fountain or cistern 
to the several parts of their gardens. 1696 Bp. Patrick 
Comm. Exod. vii. (1697) 122 Water, .derived by Pipes from 
the River into Cisterns. 2803 W. Saunders Min. Waters 197 
Mineral springs. .Externally used, either by immersing the 
whole body, or by deriving a stream to some particular part, 

t b- with various constructions, and adverbial extensions. 

2348 R. Hutten. Sum of Diuinitie L viij b, Thy foun- 
taynes shall be deriued, & the ryuers shall runne into the 
streetes. 23942 ?id Rep \ Dr. Faustnsvo. Thoms Prose Rom. 
(1858) III. 334 Danuby is derived in two arms, which, .meet 
at length again in the same channel. 2633 Bp. Hall Hard 
Texts , N. T. 41 1 Cyrus ... drained the channell of Eu- 
phrates and derived the streames the other way. 2650 Fuller 
Pisgah iv. iii. 48 The pillar conducting them such by-ways, 
in levels or declivity of vales . . where the water had a con- 
veniency to be derived after them, a 1723 Sir C. Wren in 
L. Phillimore Family $ Times (2881) App. iii. 343 They de- 
riv’d the River, when it rose, all over the Flat of the Delta. 
2800 E. Darwin Phytologia 417 In some parts . . where rice 
is cultivated, they are said not to derive the water on it, till 
it is in flower. 

F C. ref. To flow (in, into , throtigh channels). 
(Chiefly j%.) Obs. 

1624 Donne Serm. cxiii. IV. 576 From all Eternity he de- 
rived himself into 3 Persons, a 2632 J. Smith Set. Disc. ix. 
iv. (1821) 430 When God made the world, he did not . . leave 
it alone to subsist by itself . . but he derived himself through 
the whole creation, a 2661 Fuller Worthies (1840) III. 120 
The stream of her charity . . found other channels therein to 
derive itself. 

t2. To cause (water, etc.) to flow away; to 
draw off, carry off, divert the course of ; spec, in 
Med., cf. Derivation i c. Obs. 

2598 Stow .SVcrzL vii. (1603) 29 Intending to haue deriued 
the riuer of Thames . . to haue flowed about it. 1602 Holland 
Pliny I. 544 To water them, or to deriue & diuert water 
from them. Ibid. II. 469 To lade out the water that riseth 
vpon the workemen, for feare it choke vp the pits ; for to 
preuent which inconuenience, they deriue it by other drains. 
2656 Ridgley Pract. Pkysick 17 The matter must be de- 
rived and voided from the head. 1692 Ray Dissol. World 
iii. (1732) 37 Water the which to derive and rid away. 2772 
T. Percival Ess. Med. Exper. (1777) I. 220 They derive 
the febrile matter from the brain, and assist, .the other dis- 
charges. 

1 3. To carry, lead, extend (a watercourse, 
canal, or channel of any kind). Obs. 

c 1334 tr. Pol. Verg. Eng. Hist. (Camden 1844) II, 20 After- 
ward, deriving a trenche from fort to fort, he environed the 
towne, and . . beganne to annoy the same. 2600 J. Pory tr. 
Leo’s Africa 11. 113 So soone as the said water-conduct was 
derived unto the towne, he caused it to be divided, and 
sent into sundry places. 2623 Bingham Xenophon 16 Media, 
where the Channels begin, that are deriued out of the Riuer 
Tigris. 2777 Watson Philip II (1793) II. xm. 233 From 
this stream, .an infinity of canals are derived. 

tb. To extend by branches or ramifications ; to 
divide by branching, lit. and fig. 

C2597 Harington in Nugse Antiq. f&og) I. 188 'It may be 
derived into three kyndes. a 2631 Donne Serm. c. IV. 322 
Rooted in some one beloved Sin but derived into infinite 
branches of temptation. 2646 Sir T. Browne Pseud . Ep. 
in. xxv. 274 At the other end, by two branches [it] deriveth 
it selfe into the Lunges. 2677 Hale Prim. Orig. Man. x. 
ii. 65 Other ramifications of this nervus intercostalis are 
derived into the Chest and Diaphragma. [Cf. 1760 in 4.} 

F 4. transfi and fig. To convey from one (treated 
as a source) to another, as by transmission, descent, 
etc. ; to transmit, impart, communicate, pass on, 
hand on. Const, to, into, unto , rarely upon the 
recipient. Obs. ox arch, (rare after 1750). 

2536 Pilgr. Perf. (W. de W. 1552) 226 This power, of 
byndyng & losynge of synne, is denuyed from the apostles 
to y® mynystres of Christes chirche. 2547 Hooper Declar. 


Christ i. Wks. (Parker Soc.) 15 The sin of Adam . . was de- 
rived into all his posterity. 2564 Brief Exam. B iv, The 
maner of prophesying . . was deryued out of the Sinagoges, 
into our Churches, 2393 Bilson Govt. Christ's Ch. 6 From 
him God lineally derived it unto Abraham. 2607 Dekker 
Hist. Sir T. Wyatt Wks. 1873 III. 83, I will Deriue the 
Crowne vnto your Daughters head. 2647 Clarendon 
Hist. Reb. v. (1702) I. 549 His Name would be derived to 
Posterity, as the Preserver of his Country. 26*52-3 Jer. 
Taylor Serm. for Year Ep. Ded., That this Book is derived 
upon your Lordship almost in the nature of a legacy from 
her. a 2662 Fuller Worthies (1840) I. 20 8^ Parents . . rich 
enough to derive unto him the hereditary infirmity of the 
gout. 2681-6 J. Scott Chr. Life (1747) III. 124 Jesus , .i 
when he ascended . . derived that^ divine Spirit upou his 
Apostles. 2699 Burnet 39 A ri. xxxii. (1700) 356 The High- 
Priest .. was to marry, and he derived to his descen dents 
that Sacred Office. 1760 Law Spir. Prayer t. 38 The life 
of the vine must be really derived into the branches. 2833 
Paul Autiq, Greece 1. n. xi. § 2 A festival first instituted at 
Athens, and from thence derived to the rest of the Ionians. 
2848 Hampden Bampt. Lect. (od. 3) 184 The definition of 
Predestination, as given in the Scholastic writers, and from 
them derived to modern Theology. 

Fb. To hand down (esp. by descent). Obs. 

2562 Norton 8 c Sackv. Gorboduc 86 What their fathers . * 
Have with great fame derived down to them, a 2646 J. 
Gregory Terrestrial Globe (1650) 268 The Turkish Histories 
are not so completely derived down to us as to Describe the 
Territories by Longitude or Latitude. 2682-6 J. Scott Chr. 
Life( 1747) III. 402 Another evident Instance of the Apostles 
deriving down their Apostolick Authority. 2828 Southey 
in Q. Rev. XXXVII. 208 The hatred of popery, .which has 
. . been derived down from father to son. 

F c. refl. To pass by descent or transmission. 

2397 Shaks. 2 Hen. IV, iv. v. 43 This Imperiall Crowne, 
Which (as immediate from thy Place and Blood) Deriues it 
selfe to me. 2634 tr. Scuderys Curia Pol. 22 6 Which Con- 
ditions did not (with his succession) derive themselves on 
me. 2653 Fuller Ch. Hist. mi. i. § 35 The Womens dis- 
cords derived themselves into their husbands hearts. 2678 
J. Phillips Tavernier’s Trav., Persia v. iv. 206 The 
jealousie of the Kings of Persia .. derives itself to all his 
Subjects, who will not permit their women to be seen. 

F 5. trans. To cause to come ; to draw, bring, 
turn, direct ; to bring down. Obs. 

a. Const, to, unto , into. 

C1S34 tr. Pol. Verg. Eng. Hist. (Camden 2846) I. 102 
Then Honorius, retaininge the Brittishe armie, did againe 
derive and traine the Ilande to the empire. 1602 Shaks. 
All's Well v. iii, 265 Things which would deriue me ill 
will to speake of. 2613 — Hen. VIII, 11. iv. 32 What 
Friend of mine That had to him deriu’d your Anger, did 
I Continue in my Liking. 2647 Clarendon Hist, Reb. iv. 
(1702) I. 270 Men . . looked upon him, as one, who could 
derive the King’s Pleasure to them. 2678 Hobbes Decam. 
vii. 75 The force of the Sun-beams is derived almost to a 
point by a Burning-glass. 2772 Fletcher Appeal Wks. 
1795 I. 76 Those who derive putrefaction into their bones, 
for the momentary gratification of a shameful appetite. 1774 
T. Jefferson Autobiog. App. Wks. 1859 I, 344 To undergo 
the great inconvenience that will be derived to them from 
stopping all imports whatever from Great Britain, 

D. Const, on, upon . 

2621 Speed Hist. Gt . Brit. ix. xvi. (2632) 852 Hereby he 
deriued vpon his enemy all the enuie of the people, 2672 
J. Davies Sibylls 11. ii. 87 The first Persecution was raised 
by Nero, to derive upon the innocent Christians the Indig- 
nation of the Romanes, 2703 Stanhope Paraphr. III. 65 
Such Apostacy derives a double Dishonour upon Religion. 
2742 Richardson Pamela (1824) I. ix. 245 Such an example, 
as will derive upon you the ill-will and censure of other 
ladies. 1808 W. Taylor in Monthly Mag. XXVI. 224 They 
would derive on themselves a solid glory, 

6. To draw, fetch, get, gain, obtain (a thing from 
a source). Condt. from, rarely F out of. 

2562 T. Hoby tr. CastigUone's Courtyer (1577) E v h, 
Deriuing them [newe wordes] featly from the Latins, as 
y® Latins, in old time, deriued from the Grecians, 2582 
Pettie Guazzo’s Civ. Conv. Pref. (5586) A vij, If one 
chance to derive anie word from the Latine, which is insolent 
to their eares . . they forthwith make a jest at it, and terme 
it an Inkhorne terme. 2306 Shaks. Merch. V. ix. ix. 42 
O that estates, degrees, and offices, Were not deriu’d cor- 
ruptly. 2598 B. Jonson Ev. Man. in Hum. yi. v, Honour- 
able worship, let me deriue a small piece of siluer from you. 
*665 SirT. Herbert Trav. (1677) 240 The Romans ..led 
Horses in honour of the Sun, a custome derived from the 
Persians. 2667 Milton P.L. ix. 837 Sciential sap, deriv’d 
From Nectar, drink of Gods. 2751 Harris Hermes Wks. 
(1842) 234 If all minds have them [their ideas] derived, they 
must be derived from something, which is itself not mind. 
2781 Gibbon Decl. 4 F. II. 32 The power of the praefect 
of Italy was not confined to the country from whence he de- 
rived his title. 2822 B. Cornwall Misc. Poems, Headland 
Bay Panama, And Cheops hath derived eternal fame Be- 
cause he made his tomb a place of pride. 28*56 Froude Hist. 
Eng. (1858) I. iii. 229 The archbishop . . derived no personal 
advantage from his courts. 2878 Huxley Physiogr. 182 The 
solid matter derived from the waste of the land. 

b. Const, with from and to. rare. 

1771 Goldsm. Hist. Eng. I. 204 A king, from the weak- 
ness of whose title they might derive power to themselves. 
2785 Paley Mor. Philos. (1818) II. 404 The chief advan- 
tage which can he derived to population from the inter- 
ference of law. 2844 Lingard Anglo-Sax. Ch. (1858) I. v. 
191 From his labours, the most valuable benefits were derived 
to his countrymen. 

c. To derive (ancestry, origin, pedigree, etc.); 

also refl. . 

*599 H. Buttes Dyets drie Dinner B viij. For Malum (an 
apple) deriveth his line of Ancestry from the Greeke Melon, 
of great antiquity. 26x2 Drayton Poly-olb. xi. Notes 
183 Prester John, sometimes deriuing himselfe very neere 
from the loines of Salomon. 1634 Sir T. Herbert Trav. 
20 The Mountaines of the Moone . . whence seven-mouthed 
Nyle, derives his Origen. 2662 Evelyn Chalcogr. 1 1 Sculp- 
ture may derive its Pedegree from the infancy of the World. 


DEBXVE. 


230 


PERMAT-v 


d. ctbsol. or intr 

2632 Quarles Div. Fancies Bed., That like the painful 
Bee, X may derive From sundry Fiow'rs to store my slender 
Hive. 1649 in Def. Rights Univ. Oxford (1690) 25 Erected 
by the city and those who derive from their title. 1796 
Burke Let. Noble Ld. Wks. VI IX. 39 The grantee whom 
he derives from. 

e. Chem. To obtain (a compound) from another, 
as by partial replacement. 

1868 Watts Diet. Chem. V. 554 This compound, derived 
from ethylsulphurous acid by substitution of Cl for HO.^ 

7 . To obtain by some process of reasoning, in- 
ference or deduction ; to gather, deduce. 

1509 Hawes Past. Pleas . 75 Loke what ye saye ; loke it 
be deryfyde Frome perfyt reason well exemplyfyde. 1624 

N. Be Lawne Du Maulin' $ Logik 89 Rules to live well, 
derived from nature. 1690 Locke Plum. Und. n. xiv, § 4 
Men derive their ideas of duration from their reflections on 
the train of the ideas they observe to succeed one another 
in their own understandings. 1752 Johnson Rambler No. 
203 p 7 In age, we derive little from retrospect but hopeless 
sorrow. _ 1874 Green Short Hist. vii. § 7. 426 It Js difficult 
. .to derive any knowledge of Shakspere’s inner history from 
the Sonnets. 1875 J owett Plato (ed. 2) IV. 269 Thehigher 
truths of philosophy and religion ..are derived from ex- 
perience. 

8. reji. To arise, spring, come from something 
as its source ; to take its origin from. 

x 65 a Stilungfl. Orig. Sacr. n. ii. § 9 Sem from whom he 
derived himself, was one of the persons who escaped it in 
the Ark. 1665 Sir T. Herbert Treat, (1677) 127 Sheraz then 
probably derives it self from Sherab, which in the Persian 
Tongue signifies a Grape. 1690 Locke Hum, Und. 11. i. § 2 
Experience ; in that all our Knowledge is founded, and from 
that it ultimately derives itself. 1734 tr. Rollin' s A nc. Hist . 
(1827) I. 115 Hence comedy derives itself. 1833 Lams Elia 
Ser. 11, xxiv. (1865) 404 If the abstinence from evil ..is to 
derive itself from no higher principle. 

9 . passive. To be drawn or descended; to take 
its origin or source ; to spring, come fro?n (rarely 
■f of f out of). 

c 1386 Chaucer Knt.'s ^ T. 2180 (Ellesm. & Camb. MSS.) 
Conuertvnge al vn to his propre welle ffrom which it is 
dirryued sooth to telle. 1530 Palsgr. 513/1 His lynageis 
deryved out of the house of Melysyn.^ 1610 Guilum 
Heraldry ii. vi. (1611) 58 A Couple-close is a subordinate 
charge deriued from a cheuron. 1701 Be Foe Free-born 
Eng. 11 A Race uncertain and unev'n, Deriv’d from all the 
Nations under Heav’n. 1737 Whiston Josephus' A ntiq. 
xm. xiii. § 5 They also reviled him, as derived from a captive. 
1892 Gardiner Student's Hist. Eng. 6 No European popu- 
lation now existing which is not derived from many races. 

b. spec . Of a word ; To arise or be formed by 
some process of word-formation from (some more 
primitive or earlier word). 

1567 Maplet Gr. Forest 60 Ar undo, sayth he, is deriued out 
of the Adiectiue Aridum, for that it so spedily drieth and 
withereth. 1596 Spenser State Irel. Wks. (Globe) 63^/2 
Stirrops. .being derived of the old English woord sty, which 
is, to gett up. 1676 Port Royal Art of Speaking 11 From 
one single Word many others are derived, as is obvious in 
the Dictionaries of such Languages as we know. 1751 
Wesley Wks. (1872) XIV. 48 A Participle is an Adjective 
derived of a Verb. 1791 Genii. Mag. 27/1 The word 
Tontine is only a cant word, derived from the name of an 
Italian projector. 2882 Skeat Etym. Diet. 150/2 From this 

O. F. dors is also derived the Breton darz, a dace. 

10. tram. To trace or show the derivation, 
origin, or pedigree of; to show (a thing) to pro- 
ceed, issue, or com efrom ; to trace the origination of 
(anything) from its source ; also, more loosely, to 
declare, assert, or state a thing to be derived from. 

1600 E, Blount tr. Conestaggio 4 Some derive the originall 
of this Count Henrie from Hungarie, others from Aragon, 
and from other places. 1604 Meeting of Gallants 4 Bastard 
..Thou knowest I can deriue thee. 1646 Sir T. Browne 
Pseud. Ep. vi. ix. 321 The observations of Albuquerque, .de- 
rive this rednesse from the colour of the sand and argillous 
earth at the bottome. 1662 Stillingfl. Orig. Sacr. in. iv. 
§ 13 Prometheus (from whom the Greeks derived themselves). 
1683 Brit. Spec. 38 From whence Sir Edward Cook derives 
the Law of England at this day for burning those Women 
who kill their Husbands. 1749 Fielding Tom Jones xvn. 
vii, An action which malice itself could not have derived 
from an evil motive. 1874 Bawson Nature Bible 202 
These men derive all religion from myths. 

b. spec. To trace the origin of (a word) from 
(+ to) its etymological source ; to establish or show 
the derivation of; also, less correctly, to offer a 
conjectural derivation for (a word). 

2559 W. Cunningham Cosmogr. Glasse 186 Africa. .Festus 
saith it came of the qualitie of th‘ Aere . . deriving it of 
as who should say, that is, without horrour 

of coldenes. 2680 H. Bodwell Two Lett. Advice (1691) 
207 This. . way of deriving unknown words to their primi- 
tive Originals. *755 Johnson Pref. to Diet. § 25 That 
etymologist.. who can seriously derive dream from drama, 
because life is a drama, and a drama is a dream. 1851 
Trench Stud. Words vii. (ed. 13) 264 He derives the name 
of the peacock from the peak or tuft of pointed feathers on 
its beam 1884 N. Q. 6th Ser. IX. 207, I should be much 
obliged if any of your readers could help me in deriving the 
name of the village of Allonby, in Cumberland. 

11. Intransitive senses (arising out of reflexive 
uses in I.). 

II. To flow, spring, issue, emanate, come, arise, 
originate, have its derivation from, rarely out of 
(a source). ■ ■ 

CX386 Chaucer Knt.'s T. 2148 (Ellesm. MS.) Wei may 
men knowe but it be a fool That euery part dirryueth 
from his hook 2634-5 Brereton Trav. (18441 65 A mighty 
revenue derives out of the excise paid for beer and 
wine. 1649 Bounds Publ. Obed, (1650) 17 We all derive 


from him. 1684 Scanderbeg Rediv. i. 3 To understand 
the Family he derives from. 1706 Be Foe Jure Div. v. 11 
The Right to rule derives from those that gave, And no 
Men can convey more Power than that they have. 1768-74 
Tucker Lt. Nat. (1852)11. xs Happiness, which does not 
derive from any single source. 1803 Syd. Smith Wks. (1859) 

l . 54/2 In the third class, nobility derives from the person, 
and not from the estate. 3850 Tennyson Pn Mem. lv. 3. 
2863 Kinglake Crimea II. 74 There was an authority not 
deriving from the Queen or the Parliament. 

12 . To proceed, descend, pass on, come (to a 
receiver, receptacle, etc.). 

2559 Morwyng Evonym. Pref., The study of this Art. .de- 
rived unto the Romains and Grekes somewhat late. 1647 
Jer. Taylor Lib. Proph. xv. 212 If the Church meddles 
with them when they doe not derive into ill life. 1655-60 
Stanley Hist. Philos. Li. 1 Thales. .Who first introduc’d 
Naturall and Mathematical! Learning into Greece, from 
whence it derived into us. 1768 Woman of Honor III. 130 
All that is the most excellent, in our . . laws, derives to us 
from those very . . savages. 1858 M. Pattison Ess. (1889) 1 1 . 
16 Puritanism. .derives to this country directly from Geneva. 

13 . Of a word : To originate, come as a derivative 
(from its root or primitive). 

1794 Mrs. Piozzi Synon. I. 90 Indignant meantime de- 
rives from a higher stock. 1804 W. Taylor in Ann. Rev. 
II. 632 Upholsterer is declared against as a corruption. 
Whence does it derive? 1866 J. B. Rose Virg . Eel. 4 r 
Georg. 154 The words Counts aud Encomium derive thence. 
Hence jDeri*ving vbl. sb. 

1607 Hikron Wks. I, 420 Whosoeuer is a man by the 
propagation of Adams nature, the same is also a sinner by 
the deriuing ouer of his corruption. 1626 Bacon Sylva § 1-/6 
(R.) For our experiments are onely such as do ever ascend 
a degree to the deriving of causes and extracting of axiomes. 

Derived (diroi-vd), ///. a. [f. Derive v, + 
-EdL] Drawn, obtained, descended, or deduced 
from a source : see the verb. 

1590 Shaks. Mtds. N. 1. 1. 99, I am my Lord, as well de- 
riu’d as he, As well possest. 1638 Heywood Wise Woman 

m. Wks. 1874 V. 313 A gentleman, and well deriv’d. i66x 
Boyle Style of Script. (1675) 157 Words and phrases, whose 
pithyness and copiousness, none in derived, .languages can 
match. 1668 Wilkins Real Char. 353 Derived Adverbs are 
capable of Inflexion by degrees of Comparison. 2882 N attire 
No. 615. 352 The derived albumins noted as acid-albumins. 

b. Derived function [Math.) : a differential co- 
efficient (see Coefficient 2 c). 

1873 B. Williamson Diff. Calc. (ed. 2) i. § 6 note. The 
method of derived functions was introduced bv Lagrange.^ 

c. Derived circuit, current (Elect ri ) : a circuit 
or current in part of which a second conductor is 
introduced so as to produce a derivation ; a shunt ; 
so derived conductor. 

1882 Syd. Soc. Lex. s.v. Current , Derived current , the 
current obtained in a circuit made by the addition of a 
second conducting wire. 1893 Munro \ Jamieson’s Pocket 
Bk. Electr. Form. (ed. 9) l Currents and Derived Circuits) 
A current splits among derived circuits in proportion to their 
conductivities. 

Derivedly (d/rorvedli), adv. [f. prec. + -ly 2.] 
In a derived way, by derivation. 

1621 Archbold Beauty Holiness 8 Men are holy derivedly, 
and by participation from God. a 1643 Bp. Mountagu Acts 
4 ' Mon. (1642) 54 By nature, derivedly from Adam. 

+ Derrvement. Obs. rare. [f. Derive v. + 
-ment.] The fact of deriving ; derivation ; concr. 
that which is derived. 

2593 Bilson Govt. Christ's Ch. Pref. 6 Much lesse anie 
deriuement from them. 1654 W. Mountague Devout Ess. 

n. iv. § 4. 77, I offer these derivements from these subjects, 
to raise our affections upward. 

Deriver (diforvoi). [f. Derive zL-f-ER 1 .] One 
that derives. 

1613 T. Millks Treas. Anc. 4* Mod. Times 21/2^ The 
Children that came from Parents of such rich perfection., 
must needs resemble their first Berivers. 1653 Ashwell 
Pules Apost. 197 Such a Conveyance will argue the 
Church only for the Deriver. .not the Originall Composer of 
the Creed. <2x7x6 South Semt. II. vujR.), Not only 
a partner of other men’s sins, but also a deriver of the whole 
entire guilt of them to himself, 
t Derivo'met er. Obs. [a. F. derivomHre , f. 
driver to drift (see Derivation^) + -(o)meter.] 
An instrument invented to show a ship’s lee-way. 

184a Meek. Mag. XXXVII. 84 Another invention of M. 
Clement’s, which he calls a Derivometer, is an instrument 
to ascertain a ship’s leeway ..When at anchor, the instrument 
will show clearly the direction of the currents, 

Derk(e, -ly, etc., obs. ff. Dark, -ly, etc. 
Derling, -lyng, obs. forms of Darling. 

Derm (d§im). Anat. [mod. f. Gr, heppa skin ; 
cf. F, derme (161 1 Cotgr.), mod.L. derma (Pare 
£1550).] The layer of tissue (chiefly connective 
tissue) lying beneath the epidermis, and forming 
the general integument of the organs ; the true 
skin or corium, 

1835-6 Todd Cycl. Anaf. I, 589/2 The derm or corium. . 
which, .protects all the other parts of thejskin. i86x Hulme 
tr. Moquin. Tandon 11. vi. i. 317 The vesicle is beneath the 
derm or cutis. 2880 Ord & Sewell in Med. Chirurg. Trans. 
LXIII. 4 Projections of the derm into the epidermis, having 
the appearance of distorted papillae. 

b. Comb, derm-skeleton : see Dermoskeleton. 
U Derma (douma). Anat. [mod.L. : see prec,] 
« prec. 

1706 in Phillips (ed. Kersey). 2727-51 Chambers Cycl. s.v.. 
The derma consist of two parts ; the corpus reticulare, and 
papillae pyramidales. 2846 Patterson Zool. 42 The word 
* derma', a coat car covering. 2875 H. Walton Dis. Eye 137 


A little slough or core of mortified cutaneous tissue, a portion 
of the substance of the derma. 

Dermad (doumad), adv. [f. Gr. hep pa skin + 
-ad suffix applied in the sense ‘ toward % 4 -ward ’.] 
Toward the skin or outer integument. 

2803 in Dr. J. Barclay New Anatomical Nomencl. 
1851-60 Mayne Expos. Lex., Dermad .. towards the skin. 
1883 Syd. Soc. Lex., Dermad, an adverbial term applied 
by Br. Barclay to signify towards the Dermal aspect. 
Dermahsemal, bad form of Dermo-. 

Dermal (da'imal), a . [f. Derm, Derma + -al. 

(Not on Gr. analogies : the Gr. adj. is Sqi/icm/cos.)] 

1. Anat. Pertaining to the skin or outer integu- 
ment in general ; cutaneous. Rarely in restricted 
sense, Pertaining to the derma or true skin, as 
opposed to epidermal. 

Dermal muscle, a cutaneous or subcutaneous muscle, one 
attached to or acting upon the skin : dermal skeleton = 
Bermo-skeleton. 

2803 in Br. J. Barclay New Anatomical Nomencl. 
2828 fa Webster. 1841 G. Pilcher in Dufton Deafness 31 
The dermal membrane of the meatus auditorius. x86x J, R. 
Greene Man. A nim . Kingd Ccelent. 136 An inner or dermal 
layer in immediate contact with the muscular substance. 
2872 Darwin Emotions iv. 05 Hairs, feathers, and other 
dermal appendages. 2875 H. C. Wood Tkerap. (1879) 164 
Producing intense dermal irritation. 2878 Bell tr. Gegen- 
baur's Comp. Anat. 453 The dermal muscles are of great 
functional importance in the Ophidii, as they produce a 
movement of the scales, which is of use in locomotion. 
Ibid., The dermal musculature is more highly developed 
in the Mammalia. 

2. Dot. Of or belonging to the epidermis, epi- 
dermal. 

2874 Cooke Fungi 19 The dermal membrane, or outer 
skin. 2884 Bower & Scott De Bary's Phaner . 135 Bodies 
of a nature similar to the secretions of the dermal glands. . 
such as mucilage, and gum, resin, ethereal oils. 

BermaTgia. Path . « Dermatalgia. 

1842 Braith waite Retrospect Med. V. 104 Dermalgia of 
the skin of the pelvis. 1866 A. Flint Princ. Med. (1880) 803 
Neuralgia, .limited to the skin, .has been called dermalgia, 

t Dermadogy. Obs. = Dermatology. 

1829 in Pantologia. 

Bermaneural, bad form of Dermo-. 
i! Dermaptera (daimse-ptera), sb. pi. Eniom. 
[mod. f. Gr. hbp/xa skin, hide, leather + irrepov 
wing; in mod.F. dermapilre : cf. Gr. hsppLbvTtpos 
having membranous wings.] 

An order of orthopterous insects, comprising the 
Earwigs. Hence Derma’pteran a., belonging to 
the Dermaptera ; sb. one of the Dermaptera ; Ber- 
ma-pterous a belonging to the Dermaptera. 

2835 Kirby Nab. 4- Inst. A nim. II. xx. 318 The Dermaptera 
(Earwigs) have two elytra and two wings of membrane 
folded longitudinally. 1839 Westwood Mod. Classif. 
Insects 406 Raised them to the rank of a distinct order to 
which the name of Dermaptera was misapplied. 

De*rmat>, dexmato-, combining stem of Gr. 
Slppa, heppar- skin, hide, leather (e.g. Gr. htppara- 
<l>6po$ clothed in skins) entering into numerous 
technical terms, as i|DermataTgia Path., neuralgia 
or pain of the skin. Be*rmatin Min., a variety 
of hydrophite, forming an olive-green crust on 
serpentine (1832 Shepherd Min. 214). Beranatin© 
(d5*imatin), a. [Gr. htpp&riv 0 ? of skin, leathern], 
= Dermatic (Craig 1847). Be'rmatine sb., name 
of an artificial substitute for leather, gutta-percha, 
etc. 1! Dermatitis, inflammation of the skin. 
Dermatobra*ncMa : see Dermo-. De rmatogen 
Dot. [-gen 1 ], the primordial cellular layer in the 
embryo plant, from which the epidermis is deve- 
loped. Dermato’grapliy [-graphy], description 
of the skin. De*rmatol Chem. (see quot,). Der- 
matology [-logy], the branch of science which 
treats of the skin, its nature, qualities, diseases, 
etc. ; hence Dermatolo gical a.. Dermatologist. 
|j Dermato lysis [Kvcns loosening], a relaxed and 
pendulous condition of the skin in the face, abdo- 
men , etc. [j Dermatomyco- sis [pwtrjs fungus 4 
-os is], skin-disease caused by a vegetable parasite, 
such as ringworm. || Dermatono sis [vduos 
disease], skin-disease. D e^rmatopatho logy, the 
pathology of the skin, the subject of skin- diseases. 
Dermato'pathy [rrddos suffering, affection], cuta- 
neous. or skin-disease (Syd. Soc. Lex.). Be'rma- 
topbone [<p<ovr} voice], * a kind of flexible stetho- 
scope, the two extremities of which are covered by 
a tight membrane of thin india-rubber ’ (Syd. Soc . 
Zex.). Dermato'phony, the use of the dermato- 
phone applied to the surface of the living body; 
the observation of the sound 4 thus heard. Dema- 
topliyte « DiRMO-(/^y^). Dermatoplasty 
[irAcMr-nSs moulded, formed], ‘ the remedying of skin 
defects by a plastic operation ’ (Syd. Soc. Zex.). 
Dermato-ptera « DERMAPTERA, De rmatopsy, 
1 skin vision sensitiveness of the animal skin to 
light. Dermato'ptic a. Zool. [oirritcbs, of or for 
sight], having the skin sensitive to light, having 
‘skin vision’. || Dermatorrhce'a [fata flow], a 
morbidly increased secretion from the skin, ij Dear- 
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matosclero*sis {cr/cArj paims hardening], hardening 
or induration of the skin ; sclerodermia. || Der- 
mato*sis [-osis], the formation of bony plates or 
scales in the skin ; also a skin-disease {Syd. Soc. 
Lex.). Berznato-skeleton =» T>mMO-{skeleton). 
Bermato’tomy = D^moftomy). |( Barmatozo-a 
[C$ ov animal], animal parasites of the skin ; hence 
11 Dermatozodno*sis, skin-disease caused by animal 
parasites. 

1851-60 Mayne Expos. Lex., Derm at a Ig ia . .neuralgia of 
the skin ; pain of the skin ; derma talgy. 1876 Duhring 
Dis. Skin 510. Dermatalgia is an affection characterized by 
pain having its seat solely in the. skin . . unattended by 
structural change. Ibid. 60 Dermatitis, resulting from con- 
tinued exposure to a high temperature. 3:882 Vines Sachs ' 
Bot. 952 It is only, jn certain cases that the root-cap of 
Phanerogams is derived from the dermatogen. 1851-60 
Mayne Expos. Lex., Dermatography , term for a description 
of the skin. 1893 Brit. Med % Jrnl. 1 Apr. 703/2 Dermatol 
Is a yellow powder, insoluble in. water and odourless ; chemi- 
cally it is a subgallate of bismuth. Ibid., Dermatol dusting 
powder, a preparation intended to serve as an appropriate 
application to moist or irritable conditions of the skin. 1891 
Times 14 Jan. 14/1 Read at the Dermatological Society in 
Paris. x86x Bumstead Ven. Dis. (1879) 815 This eruption 
has . . been studied by a number of dermatologists. 1819 
Pantologia, Dermatology, a treatise on the skin. 1847 hi 
Craig. 1851-60 in Mayne. 1876 Duhring Dis. Skin 80 
Dermatology, rightly viewed, is but a department of general 
medicine. _ Ibid. 371 Dermal olysis consists of a more or less 
circumscribed hypertrophy of the cutaneous structures, .and 
a tendency to hang in folds. 1883 Nature 22 Feb. 309/2 
Experiments with regard to the ‘ skin-vision ’ of animals .. 
of the earthworm, as representing the eyeless (or ‘derma- 
toptic ) lower animals, and the Triton as representative of 
the higher 1 ‘ ophthalmoptic ’) eyed animals. x86S Fagge tr. 
Debra’s Dis. Skin I. ii. 33 Dermatoses .. have long been 
divided, in reference to their etiology, into the symptomatic 
. .and into the idiopathic. 

Dermatic (cteimee’tik), a. [ad. Gr. bep/xartK-os, 
f. 5lpjxa(r- skin : see -ic.] Of or pertaining to the 
skin ; dermal, cutaneous. 

1847 * n Craig. 1883 in Syd. Soc. Lex . 

Dermatoid (doumatoid), a. [f. Gr. 3ep par- 
skin : see -oid. Cf. Gr. hepparwtys, contr. for 
HeppaTo-ei&fjs.] Like or resembling skin, skin- 
like; —Dermoid. 

1851-60 in Mayne Expos. Lex. 1857 Dunglison Med. 
Lex . 288 Dermatoid . . that which is similar to the skin. 

II Dermestes (daime*st/z). Entom. [irreg. f. 
Gr. Ikppa skin, leather +■ iadUiv to eat.] A genus 
of beetles (the type of the family Dermestidse ), the 
larvae of which are very destructive to leather and 
other animal substances. Hence Berxae*stid a 
belonging to the family Dennestidx ; sb. a member 
of this family; Berme*stoid a., resembling the 
genus Dermestes ; belonging to the Dermestidie. 

x8oa Bingley Anim . Biog. (1813) III. m When touched, 
these insects counterfeit death ; but they do not contract 
their legs, in the manner of the Dermestes, and some other 
Beetles. 

Bermic (d5-imik\ a. [mod. f. Derm or Gr. 
Zkppja + -10: cf. F. dermique (Littre).] Of or re- 
lating to the skin ; dermatic, dermal. 

1841-71 T. R. Jones Anim, Kingd. (ed. 4) 388 The dermic 
system becomes fully developed in all its parts. 1857 Dun- 
glison Med. Lex. 288 Dermic, - relating to the skin. 

II Dermis (doumis). Anat. [mod.L. deriv. of 
Gr. Uppa skin, on analogy of kmBeppis epidermis .] 
The true skin ; = Derm. 

1830 R. Knox Bedards Anat. 142 The Dermis, Corium , 
or Cutis vera K is a fibro-cellular membrane, which forms the 
■deeper and principal lamina of the skin, and of itself con- 
stitutes almost its whole thickness. 1878 T. Bryant Tract. 
Surg, I. 172 The subjacent dermis appears of a rose colour. 

Dermi*tis *=* dermatitis : see Derm at-. 

Bermo-, repr. Gr. S €ppo~, shortened combining 
form of deppa, Sep par*, skin, etc. (as in depporrrepos 
having membranous wings), used in numerous 
modern formations, as Bermobramchia (darawj- 
brse-gkia), -branchiata Zool. [Branchia ; in F., 
dermobranches\ a group of molluscs, having ex- 
ternal gills in the form of dorsal membranous tufts ; 
hence BermobramcMate a. Bermoga*stric a. 
\jaar-qp belly, stomach], pertaining to the skin and 
stomach, as in the d. canals , pores , which open 
both into the alimentary cavity and on the skin. 
Bermo grapliy « Dermatography. Bermo- 
lisemal (-hrmal) a. [H/emal], pertaining to the 
skin of the haemal or ventral aspect of the body; 
applied by Owen to the ventral fin rays of fishes, 
in their relation to the hsemal arch. Bermoharmia, 
hypersemia or congestion of the skin. Dermobor- 
meral a. [Humeral], pertaining to the skin and 
humerus, as in the d. muscle by which in some 
animals the humerus is indirectly attached to the 
skin. Bermo logy, Bermomycosis : see Dkr- 
mato-. Bermomu *scnlar a., of skin and muscle. 
BermoxLetL*ral a. [Neural], pertaining to the skin 
•of the neural or dorsal aspect of the body ; applied 
by Owen to the dorsal fin rays of fishes, in their 
relation to the neural arch. Bermo-o*sseoxis a, 
[Osseous], of the nature of bone developed in the 


skin or integument, pertaining to a dermo-skeleton, 
exoskeletal ; so Bermo«o*ssify v., to ossify der- 
mally, form a dermo-skeleton ; Bermo-ossiSca*- 
tion. Dermopa*tMc, -o'patliy : see Dermato-. 
Be-rmopbyte (jpvrov plant), a parasitic vegetable 
growth in the skin ; hence Dermopliy*tic a. 

|| Bermo-ptera pi. Zool. [Gr. Zeppovrepos, f. irrepov 
wing], a sub-order ol Insectivora, containing the 
Galeopithecus or Flying Lemur of the Moluccas 
(from the extension of skin, which enables them to 
take flying leaps from tree to tree). Bermo - 
pterous a., having membranous wings (or fins). 
Dermoptery’gian a., having membranous fins. 
Bermorbyncbous a. [pvyx°$ snout, bill], having 
the bill covered by an epidermis, as in the duck. 
Bermoscle'rite [cncXiqpCs hard], a mass of calca- 
reous or siliceous spicules in the outer layer of the 
tissue of some Actinozoa. Bermoske Teton, derm- 
skeleton, the external bony, shelly, crustaceous, or 
coriaceous integument of many invertebrates and 
some vertebrates (e. g. crabs, tortoises) ; the exo- 
skeleton ; hence Bermoske*letaX a. Bermo- 
te-nsor, a tensor muscle of the skin. Dermo tomy 
\-Topia cutting], the anatomy or dissection of the 
skin. 

1878 Belt. tr. Gegenbaur's Comp. Anat. xii In the Pori- 
fera. .The number of these pore-canals (dermo-gastric pores', 
which have consequently a dermal and gastric orifice, is 
generally very great. 1851-60 Mayne Expos. Lex. Dermo- 
graphy, Dermology, improperly used for Dermatography , 
Dermatology. 1835-6 Todd Cy cl. Anat. I. 171/2 Pores., 
which traverse directly the der mo-muscular envelope. 1878 
Bell tr. Gegenbaur's Comp. Anat. 36 Where the coelom is 
present, the integument, with the muscles, forms a dermo- 
muscular tube. 1854 Owen Skd. # Teeth (1855) 183 Both 
dermoneural and dermohajmal spines may present two 
structures. 1836-9 Todd Cycl. Anat. II. 880/x The exterior 
of the body becomes hardened . . and forms . . the Dermo- 
skeleton. 1854 Owen Skel. ty Teeth (1855) *8x The bones of 
the dermoskeleton . . which constitute the complex skull of 
osseous fishes. 

Dermoid (dS'imoid), a. [mod. f. Gr. Zlppa 
skin + -oid : in mod.F. dermoids . (Not on Gr. 
analogies: see Dermatoid.)] Resembling or of 
the nature of skin. (Sometimes loosely , Of or be- 
longing to the skin, dermal.) 

Dermoid cyst , * a sebaceous cyst having a wall with struc- 
ture like that of the skin * {Syd. Soc. Lex. s. v. Cyst). 

1818 Ckrott. in Ann. Reg. 460 Those nations who have the 
dermoid system highly coloured. 1872 Peaslee Ovar. 
Tumours 35 In the case of dermoid cysts, the more common 
contents are produced by the true skin, which constitutes a 
part or the whole of their internal surface. 1877 Burnett 
Ear 43 The skin of the canal is extended over the drum- 
head, forming its dermoid or outer layer. 

Dermoidal, a. [f. prec. + -al.] =-prec. 

x8i8 Citron, in Atm. Reg. 458 The instantaneous pene- 
tration of the dermoidal system by the blood. 

t Bern, a. and sb. Obs. march. Forms: 1 derne, 
WS. dierne, dyrne, 2 s.w. dyrne, 2-7 derne, 
2-3, 7 dearne, 3 deorne, Orm. dserne, 3-4 durne, 
4-9 dern, (dial. darn). [OE. derne, dierne , dyrne 
=* OS. derni, OFris. dern, hidden, secret, obscure, 
OHG. tarni lying hid :~OTeut. *darnjo-l\ 

A. adj. 

fl. Of actions, etc. : Done or proceeding in 
secret or in the dark ; kept concealed ; hence, dark, 
of evil or deceitful nature. Obs. 

Beo'wtdf 4342 (Thorpe) Swa sceal msej don, nealles inwit*, 
net o'drum bre^dan dyrnum ersefte. c 897 K. /Elfred Gre- 
gory's Past. xiii. 78 Dykes 3 a smyltnesse 3 es domes liine 
^ewemrae [o 33 e] se dyrna [v. r. dierna] aefst, o 33 e to hrsed 
irre. c 1220 Bestiary go Old in hise sinnes derne. c 1250 
Gen. # Ex, 1950 Vdas oor quiles gaf hem red, 3 at was fulfilt 
of derne sped, c 1300 Bcket 23 The Princes dorter . .lovede 
him in durne love, c 1386 Chaucer Milled s T. 14 This 
clerk. .Of derne love he cowde and of solas, c 1400 Destr. 
Troy 478 Dissyring full depely in her derne hert. c 1460 
Towneley Myst. (Surtees) 310 Now bese unlokyn many dern 
dede. [a 1643 W. Cartwright Ordinary v. iv. in Hazl. 
Dodsl. XII. 3x1 [arch . ] Hent him, for dern love, hen t him.] 
•j* b. Of persons : Secret in purpose or action ; 
reserved, close ; hence, underhand, sly, crafty. Obs. 

a xooo Caedmon’s Gen. 490 (Gr.) Dyrne deofles boda wearp 
hine on Wynnes lie. c 1205 Lay. 13604 Uortigerne J>e swike 
wes ful derne [1275 deorne]. a 1300 Cursor M. 7234 (Cott.) 
Traitur dern and priue theif. c 1386 Chaucer Milled s T. hi 
Y e moste been ful deeme as in this cas. c 1400 Destr. Troy 
13625 Deruyst & derne, myn awne dere cosyn, I graunt J?e 
J>e gouernanse of his grete yle. 

f 2 . Not made known, kept unrevealed or private ; 
not divulged. Obs. 

c 1000 Ags. Gosp. Luke viii. 47 Da wif geseah ha&t hit 
him naes dyrne, heo com forht. cxzoo Ormin 9236 Forr 
Crist wass i j»att time ^et All unneuj? Sc all daerne. a 1225 
After. R. 154 God his derne runes, & his heouenliche 
priuitez scheawede his leoue freond, c 1330 A ssump. Virg . 
(BM. MS) 856 No man mai wile ne se What is pi derne 
priuete. c 1380 Wycuf Wks. (1880) 353 Poule. .herd derne 
wordes of God. 

+ b. Of a person: Treated as a confidant; en- 
trusted with hidden matters ; privy. Obs. 

a 1300 Cursor M. 6509 (Cott.) pis raoyses was ful dern and 
dere To drighten . . He taght him labels of J?e lai. 
f c. Phr. To hold , keep (a thing) dern. Obs. 

c xooo Ags. Ps. cxviii. fexix.] 19 Ne do pu me dyrne pine 
pa deoran bebodu. 1508 Dunbar Tua Mariit idem, 450 


We dule for na euill deid, sa it be derne haldin. a 1575; 
How Merchande dyd Wife betray X75 in Hazl. E. P. P, I. 
204 , 1 pray the . . As thou art my trewe weddyd fere, In thy 
chaumber thou woldest kepe me dern. 

3. Of places, etc. : Secret, not generally known, 
private, arch. 

Beowulf 4629 (Thorpe) Se guS-scea 3 a . . hord eft &esceat, 
dryht-sele dyrnne. a xooo Elene 1081 (Gr.) pset 3 u funde, 

3 e in foldan gen deope hedolfen dierne sindon. c 1205 Lay. 
6750 pe king hin lette don in to ane derne [c 1275 deorne] 
bure. c 1314 Guy IVarw. (A.) 1289 On a dern stede he dede 
hem hide, a 1400-50 A lexander 4045 Darke in dennes vn- 
dire dounes & in derne holis. 1584 Sc. Acts fas. If I 
(1814) 305 (Jam.) Gun pulder . . placeit , . within the voids, 
laiche and darne partes and placeis thairof. x8o6 Forsyth 
Beauties Scoil. IV. 360 At the south-east corner is the 
darn, or private gate. 18x4 Scott Wav. xii, That Davie 
Gellatly should meet them at the dern path. # Ibid, , xviii. 
There’s not a dern nook, or cove, or corri, in the whole 
country, that he’s not acquainted with. 

4. Of places : Serving well to conceal, as lying 
out of the way, dark, etc.; hence, dark, sombre, 
solitary, wild, drear, arch. 

c 1470 Henry Wallace iv. 430 Fast on to Tav his busche- 
ment can he draw. In a dern woode thai stellit thaim full 
law. 1508 Dunbar Tua Mariit Went. 242 Thai drank, and 
did away dule, vnder derne bewis. 1608 Shaks. Per. nr, 
Prol. 15 By many a dern and painful perch Of Pericles the 
careful search. . Is made. 16x2 Shelton Quix. in. xii. 1 . 240 
He searching Adventures blind Among these dearn Woods 
and Rocks. 2647 H. More Song of Soul 11. in. in. xii. Sing 
we to these wast hills, dern, deaf, forlorn. 1674-91 Ray 
N. C. Words , Deafely, lonely, solitary, far from neighbors. 
Dear n, signifies the same. 1813 Hogg Qtteen’s Wake 96 
Mid wastes that dern and dreary Tie. 

5. Dark, drear/dire. arch. 

1570 Levins Manip. 21 1/4 Dearne, dims, 16x3 W. Leigh 
Drumme Devot. 35 The light of Israel was put out for a 
time, Queene Elizabeth died, a dearne day to England, had 
it not beene presently repayred with as cleare a light from 
Scotland. Ibid, 39 Prognostications of our dearne light, 
1650 B. Discolliminiuin 46 These derne, dreery, direfull 
dayes condunghill’d and uglified me into a darke dense 
lumpe. 1845 T. Cooper Purgat. Suicides (1877) x6 It was 
a crude excess Of all things dern and doleful, dark and drear. 
1856 Dobell Eng. in 'Time War, Evening Dream , The 
awful twilight dern and dun. 
f 8. Deep, profound, intense, lit. and Jig-. Obs. 
c 1400 Destr. Troy 3060 Hir chyn full choise was the 
chekys benethe, With a dympull full derne, daynte to se. 
c 1500 Spir. Remed. in Halliw. Ntigse Poet. 64 My myddelle 
woundys they bene derne and depe, Ther ys no plaster that 
persyth aryght. 1594 Warres of Cyrus ( 1 ST. ', Who, wounded 
with report of beauties pride, Unable to restraine his derne 
desire. 

33. sb. f 1. A hidden thing; a secret. Obs. 
a xooo Gnom. Vers. 2 (Gr.) Nelle ic |>e min dyrne ^esec^an. 
a 1300 E. £. Psalter 1 . 8 [li. 6] (Matz.) Derne of fn wisdara 
pou opened unto me. a 1340 H ampole Psalter xliit. 23 God 
..knawis all pe dern in oure hert. 

*|* 2. Secrecy, concealment, privacy. Chiefly in 
dern, in secret, Obs. 

a 1250 Ovul $ Night. 608 Ich can nimen rnus at berne, Am 
ek at Chirche in pe derne. a 1300 Cursor M. 2935 (Cott.) 
Sister, to pe in dern 1 sai, )?ou seis pe folk er alla-wai. Ibid, 
21250 (Cott.) Marc, men sais, it wratte in dern. c 1420 Avow, 
Arth. lii, I am comun here loe In derne for to play. 1508 
Dunbar Tua Mariit Wem. 9 , 1 drew in derne to the dyk to 
dirkin eftir myrthis. 

f 3. A secret place ; a place of concealment. 
a 1340 Hampole Psalter xxx. 25 pou sail hide paxm in dern 
of pi face, c 1450 Henryson Mot. Eab. 27 Unto ane derne 
for dread hee him addrest. c 1500 Leaues true Love (W. d« 
W,), To a derne I me droughe Her wyll to knowe. 
f 4. Darkness. Obs. 

1500-20 Dunbar Ballat our Lady 3 Haile, sterne superne 
. . Lucerne in derne. x$ . . Bannatyne Poems (1770) 98 ( J am.) 
My dule in dern, bot gif tbow dill, Doutless bot areid I dd. 
Dern, a door-post : see Dues’. 

Dern, var. of Darn, vulgar perversion of Damn. 
1893 M c Carthy Red Diamonds 1 . 69 Ef it had been Noah 
I shouldn’t have cared a dern. 

t Bern, darn, V. Obs . exc. dial. Also 2-3 
deernen, deorne. [OE. diernan, dyman , dernan 
— OS. demjan, OHG. tar nan, tarnen, MHG. 
temen to hide OTeut. *darnjait, f. *damjo-, OE* 
derne , Dern a.] 

1 1. trans. To hide, conceal, keep secret. Obs. 

, ^893 K. AElfred Oros. v. x, peh hie hit ser swipe hint 
hetweonum diernden [later M S. dymdon]. c xooo /Elfric 
Gen . xlv. 1 Da ne mihte Ioseph hine leng dyman. 1205 
Lay. 7694 Alle hine grsetten & heore grame daernden [1275 
deorne]. Ibid. 1 8549 N aes pe king noht swa wis . . pact imong 
his du3epe his poht cu^e dernen. c 13x5 Shoreham 79 And 
he ondede hym cristendom, No Tenge he nolde hyt derny. 

2. refi . To hide, conceal oneself, dial. 

1604 in Pitcaum Crim. Trials Scot. II. 428 The said George 
darnit him selff and his servandis in ane out-hous. 1837 R. 
Nicoll Poems (1843) xx8 We dern oursel’s down ’mang the 
fresh aiten strae. 1854 H. Miller Sch. $ Selim, x. (1858) 
2ii He. .escaped them by derning himself in a fox-earth. 

3. intr. To seek concealment ; to hide. dial.. 

1584 Hudson Du Bartas* Judith (1611) 31 Their courage 

quailed and they began to dern. x6oo J. Melvill Diary 
(1842) 318 The enemies fled and darned. 18x3 Hogg 
Queen’s Wake 79 Ane nycht he darnit in Mabry’s cot. 
1847 J. Halliday Rustic Bard 261 We *ve. .dent’d amang 
its green. . . , 

f 4. tram. To cause to hide, to run to earth. 

*584 Hudson Du Bartas ' Judith 86 (Jam.) Holopberne, 
Who did a hundred famous princes derne. 1637 R. Monro 
Exped. Mackay’s Reg. 11. 112 (Jam.) The cunning hunter . , 
giving one sweat after another, tall he kill or derne, in 
putting the fox in the earth, and then hook* him out. 
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Dern, obs. and dial, form of Darn v. 
t Beme, adv. Obs. Also 1-3 dierne, 6 dern, 
7 darne. [OE. derne, dierne , dyrne » OS. darno , 
adv. from etc, adj.] 4 Dernly secretly. 

<2 xzoo Moral Ode 77 in 5 >/«. Coll. Horn. 222 Ne bie hit 
bo swo derne idon. c 1325 E. E. A Hit . /\ B. 697, I compast 
Kern a kynde crafte & kende hit hem derne. c *440 Bone 
Flor. 1958 They . . went for the, so seyth the boke, Frevely and 
derne. 163s A, Craige Pilgr. <S* Heremite 5, I drew me 
darne to the doore, some din to heare. 

f Periled,, ppl. a. Obs. or dial. Also darned, 
[f. Dern v.] Hidden, concealed ; secret, privy. 

1600 Gowrie's Conspir. in Select. Hart Mzsc . (1793) 190 He 
pxivatly. .took the fellow, and band him in a privie derned 
house, and, after lokking many durres vppon him, left him 
there. x6%6 Jas. I, Disc. Powder Treason Wks. 242 That 
rightly-damned crew, now no more darned conspirators, but 
open and avowed rebels. 1631 A. Craige Pilgr. 4* Heremite 

L When at the colde Caue doore darned I stood. 1725 
vmsay Gent. Sheph. 1. ii, A little fae Lies darn'd within 
my breast this mony a day. 

Dernel, -al, obs. forms of Darnel. 
t Be *rner. Obs. Also dirner. [Etymology 
unknown : ? connected with dern, Durh, door- 
frame.] The lintel of a door. 

<21300 Cursor M. 6078 (Cott.) pis lamb blod. . par- wit ye e 
mak pan takning, On aiper post j?er bus to smer, A takin o 
tav on j?air derner [v. r. dernere]. Ibid. 6103 (Cott.) On 
|>air post and on dirner. 

t BeTnful, a. Obs. [f. Dern sb. + -ful. A 
pseudo-archaism.] Mournful, dreary. 

?tS9i L. Bryskett Mourn . Muse Thest. 90 in Spenser 
A strops.. The birds., this lucklesse chance foretold. By 
dernfull noise. 

t De*raliede. obs. rare— \ [f. Bern a. + 
-hede ; see -head.] Secret matter ; privity ; a secret. 

a 1300 Cursor M. 18454 (Cott.) Noght we dere 0 paa dern- 
hede tell you namar. 

Dernier (d5- Jni&i, ll dgrny<e) , a. [a. F. dernier 
OF. derrenier , deriv, of derrein : see Darrein. 
The suffix is as in prem-ier, lu. prim- arms l\ 

Last ; ultimate, final. Obs. exc. as in b. 

2602 R. T. Five Godlie Serm. 45 The latter day. .wherein 
we must take our dernier adewe, a 1688 Villiers (Dk. 
Buckhm.) Chances , Sir, I am in the derniere confusion to 
avow, that [etc.]. <22734 North Lives I. 109 While this 
dernier writ of error hung in the House of Lords undeter- 
mined. 2751 Mrs. E. Heywood Betsy Thoughtless I. 149 
Every thing hut the dernier undoing deed. 1797 Mrs. A. M. 
Bennett Beggar Girl (1813) III, 96 On how many chances 
did this dernier hope hang ! 

h. Dernier resort (now always in F. form der- 
nier ressort ) : last resort ; orig. (in reference to 
legal jurisdiction) the last tribunal or court to 
which appeal can be made, that which has the 
power of final decision; hence, a last or final 
resource or refuge. 

1641 Abr Williams Sp. in Apol Bishops (1661) 89 Here 
I have fixt my Areopagus, and dernier resort, being not like 
to make any further appeal, a 1709 Atkyns Pari, f Pol. 
Tracts (1734) 97 The High Court of Parliament is the 
dernier Resort. 1709 Reft. Sacheverell's Serm. 3 The 
People, .were the dernier Resort of Justice and Dominion, 
2722 Find. Sacheverell 73 The Pretender is your dernier 
Resort. 1778 Fothergill in Phil. Trans. LXIX. 2, I re- 
commended, as a dernier resort, a trial of electricity. 2792 
J. Belknap Hist. New-Hampshire III. 256 The dernier 
resort was to a court of appeals, consisting of the Governor 
and Council. 1893 Nation (N. Y.) 9 Feb. hi Jx The word 
elemenium. .hithertofore, as a dernier ressort , has been 
referred in some way to alimentum. 
t DeTnIy, adv. Obs . Also 2-3 demeliehe, 
3-6 dernely, compar. 3 dern(e)lnker. [f. Bern 
a. : see -ly 2. It is properly the adv. of an O.E. 
derived adj. *dernelicl\ 

1. In a secret manner, with secrecy. 
c 2275 Lamb . Horn. 153 Nedre smu^eS demeliehe. a 1225 
Ancr, R. 128 Vorte. .don derneluker perinne flesliche fulSen. 
a 1300 Cursor M. 2517 (Cott.) Dernlik he did J>am bide. 
c 1300 Beket 27 This Maide longede sore And lovede him 
durneliche. 1393 Langl, P. PL C. xiv. 164 Menye of \>o 
bryddes Hudden and heleden durneliche here egges, For 
no foul sholde hem fynde. C1400 Destr. Troy 13700 J>e 
schalke, that. . so dernely hym did dere & dispit. 

2. So as to be concealed or hidden. 
c 2305 St. Renelm 283 in E. E. P. (1862) 55 pe holi bodi : 
pat durneliche lai Jjere. 15x3 Douglas FEneis vm. i. 146 
So dernly hyd none wyst quhair he was gone. 

8 . Dismally. [A Spenserian archaism.] 

1590 Spenser F. Q, iii. i. 14 Their puissance, whylome 
full dernely tryde. Ibid. in. xii. 34 Had not the lady.. 
Dernly unto her called to abstaine. 1591 — Daphn, xxviii. 
Thus dearnely plained. 1613 Purchas Pilgrimage 11. xx. 
223 A Lion i , roared so dernely, that all the women in Rome 
(foure hundred miles from thence) for very horror proued 
abortive. 

f De'msMp. Obs. In 3 darnseipe. [f, Dern 
a, 4- -ship.] Secrecy; =Dernhede. 

ci2o$ Lay. 258 Mid damscipe he heo luuede. ax 225 
Ancr. R. 152 [Cott. MS,] Niht, ich cleopie dearneschipe 
{other MSS. priuite]. 

t Dero'b, v. Obs. Also derobbe, -mb©, -robe. 
[a.F. dirober (OF. also desrober, 13 th c# in Littre), 
i.de- (des-),L. dis- + OF. rober to rob, take by stealth 
or force : see Rob. (In the second quot. perh. asso- 
ciated with robe : cf. divest and derobe.)] irons. 
To rob, plunder. 

1546 St. Papers Hen. VIII, XI. 46 He wold preferre 
captaynes to Your Highnes service, but they wyl aerobbe 
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al. x6i6 Budden tr. Aerodius ' Parents' Hon. Ep. Ded. 4 
Methinks Lucius Brutus his seueritie well allated.. that 
derobed himself of all respect of a Father. 

Derobe (dfrju*b), V. rare. [f. De- II. 1 + 
Robe #.] irons. To disrobe ; to doff. 

1841 Tail's Mag. VIII. 155 We quickly derobed our 
* dusty apparelling 

tDe*rogant ? O. Obs. [ad. L. derogant-em , 
pr. pple. of derogare to Derogate.] Derogating, 
derogatory. 

c 2620 T. Adams Wks. (1861-2) I. 12 (D.)The other is both 
arrogant in man, and derogant to God. 

Derogate, ppl. O. Now rare. [ad. L. derogat - 
its, pa., pple. of derogare : see next.] 
f 1. pa. pple. Annulled or abrogated in part ; 
lessened in authority, force, estimation, etc. Obs. 

1430 Lydg. Chron . Troy 111. xxvii, And leest through 
tongues to his hygh estate Through false reporte it were 
derogate. 2548 Hall Chron. 117 The chief ruler beyng in 
presence, the authoritie of the substitute, was clerely dero- 
gate. X563-87 Foxe A. f M. (1684) III. 31X The once made 
oblation of Christ is hereby derogate, when this Sacramental 
. .offering of thanksgiving is believed to be propitiatory. 

2. adj . Deteriorated; debased. 

1605 Shaks. Lear 1. iv. 302 And from her derogate body 
neuer spring A babe to honor her ! 2849 Fraser's Mag. 

XL. 533 They are (like all his poetry) made derogate by vile 
conceits. 

Derogate (de*rdgf l t), v. [f. ppl. stem of L. 
derogare to repeal in part, take away or detract 
from, diminish, disparage, f. De- 1 . 2 + rogdre to ask, 
question, propose a law. Cf. prec., and see -ate 3 
3-5] 

1 1. irons. To repeal or abrogate in part (a law, 
sentence, etc.) ; to destroy or impair the force and 
effect of ; to lessen the extent or authority of. Obs. 

1513 Bradshaw St. Werburge 1. 3199 There may be no 
counseyll. .To derogate or chaunge deuyne sentence. 1559 
Fabyan's Chron. vii. 717 The Englishe seruice and the 
communion boke was derogated and disanulled, and 
a generalle submission . . made to the sea of Roome. 1677 
Hale Prim. Orig . Man. (J.), By severall contrary customs 
..many of these civil and canon laws are controuled and 
derogated. 

f 2, To detract from ; to lessen, abate, disparage, 
depreciate. Obs. 

1526 Pilgr. Per/. (W. de W. 1531) 2x7 He dothe. .as moche 
as is in hym, to derogate and destroy the autoritie of holy 
scripture. 1561 Daus tr. Bullinger on Apoc. (1573) 19 b, 
There be some at this day, which doe playnly derogate 
the manhode of Christ. 1570 Billingsley Euclid xi. Def. 
xii. 316 Which thing is not here spoken, any thing to dero- 
gate the author of the booke. 1642 Milton Apol. Sweet. 
(1852) 260 To derogate the honour of the State. 

1 3. To curtail or deprive (a person) of any part 
of his rights. Obs. 

1 540-1 Elyot Image Gov . 24 Marcus Aurelius, whom no 
man can derogate of anie parte of honour and wisedome. 
1570 Buchanan Admonitioun Wks. (1892) 30 Ye lordis wald 
not consent to put down y« quene or derogat hir of hir 
authoritie in ony maner. 

4. To take away (something from a thing) so 
as to lessen or impair it. arch . 

1561 T. Norton Calvin's Inst. n. 105 Is that bicause their 
purpose is to derogate any thing from the law. 1577 Holin- 
shed Chron, II. 134 To derogat things meerely preiudiciall 
to the kings roiall prerogative. 1593 Abp. Bancroft Daung. 
Posit. 1. vi. 26 [He] made Actes to derogate the free passage 
of the Gospell. 1623 Bingham Xenophon 142 Not to dero- 
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Mod. Gallantry , Just so much respect as a woman dero- 
gates from her own sex . . she deserves to have diminished 
from herself. 

5. absol. or inir. To take away a part from ; to 
detract, to make an improper or injurious abate- 
ment from . Now chiefly from an excellency ; also, 
from a right, privilege, or possession. 

cxg6o Calvin's Com. Prayer Bk. in Phenix (1708) II. 206 
Other Sacrifices for Sin are blasphemous and derogate from 
the Sufficiency hereof. 1583 Stubbes Anat. Abus. 11. (1882) 
59 It derogateth greatly from the glorieand maiestieof God, 
to saye, [etc.] 1640 Wilkins New Planet i. (1707) 155 Fear 
of Derogating from the Authority of the Ancients. 2726-31 
Tindal R apin' s Hist. Eng. (1743) II. xvn. 124 This present 
Treaty shall in no way derogate from former Treaties. 
1874 Stubbs Const. Hist. ( 1875 ) I L xiv. 88 This award is 
not intended to derogate from the liberties of the realm. 

from a person : i.e. in respect of his excel- 
lency, eminence, authority, rights, etc. Now arch. 

1586 Warner Alb. Eng. m. xvi. (1612) 71 How captiously 
he derogates from me, and mine estate. <2x617 Bayne On 
Eph : (2658) 78 This is a wicked Doctrin derogating from 
Christ. 1711 Addison Sped. No. 1011*3 We can now allow 
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+ C. with to. Obs. rare, 
a 1670 Hacket Abp. Williams it, 218 This fell into a harsh 
construction, derogating much to the Archbishop’s credit. 

6 . inir. To do something derogatory to one’s 
rank or position ; to fall away in character or 
conduct from ; to degenerate, 

.. [Cf. F. deroger, diroger a noblesse, to do anything entail- 
ing loss of the privileges of nobility, e.g. to engage in a 
profession incompatible^ therewith.] 
x6xx Shaks, Cymb. ir. i. 48 You cannot derogate, my Lord. 
1706 Estcourt Fair Examp. 11. i, The World grows extra- 
vagant and derogates. . from the Parsimony of our Ancestors. 
a 1830 Hazlitt (O.), Would Charles X derogate from his 


ancestors? Would he be the degenerate scion of that royal 
line? 2856 Mrs. Browning Aur. Leigh m. 439, I'm well 
aware I do not derogate In loving Romney Leigh. 1862 
Trollope Orley F. lvii. (ed. 4) 416 In these days, too, 
Snow pere had derogated even from the position in which 
Graham had first known him. x888 Temple Bar Mag. Oct. 
183 A nobleman derogates if he marries a lady who on her 
side has less than sixteen quarterings. 

^1 Reproducing a barbarism of the Vulgate. 

2609 Bible (Douay) Ezek. xxxv. 13 You. . have derogated 
[x6xx multiplied] your wordes against me. [ Vulg. derogastis 
adversum me verba vestra.] 

Hence De-rogated ppl, a,, De rogating vbl. sb. 
and ppl. a. 

c 1629 Layton Syon's Plea (ed. 2) 17 Their derogating 
from the King, their injury to his Lawes, 1654 Sir E. 
Nicholas in N. Papers (Camden) II. 55 The most mis- 
chievous scandals and derogating Defamations. 1674 
Prideaux Lett. (Camden) 11 Whatsoever harsh or derogate- 
ing expression be found in any part of his booke, 

•f Be'rogately, adv. Obs. [f. Derogate ppl. 
a. + -hY^.1 * Derogatorily. 

1606 Shaks. Ant. <$• CL ir. ii. 33 More laught at, that 
I should Once name you derogately. 

Derogation (derig^' jbn). In 5 -acion. [a. 
F. derogation ( 14 th c. - acion , in Hatzf.), ad. L. 
derogdtidn-em , n. of action from derogare to De- 
rogate. In L. used only in the sense * partial 
abrogation of a law’; but in the mod. langs. in 
all the senses of the vb.] 

1. The partial abrogation or repeal of a law, con- 
tract, treaty, legal right, etc. 

1548 Hall Chron. Hen. V, An. 8. 72 b, Long sufferaunce is 
no acquittance, nor prolongyng of tyme derogacion to right. 
2628 Coke On Lift, 282 b, New and subtile inuentions in 
derogation of the Common Law, 2691 Ray Creation 1. 22 
In derogation to the precedent Rule. 2692 South Serm. 
(1697) I. 430 The Scripture that allows of the Will, is 
neither the Abrogation, nor Derogation, nor Dispensation, 
nor Relaxation of that Law. 2792 Chipman Amer. Law 
Rep. (1871) 13 A privilege in derogation of the common law 
right of the creditor. > 1885 Act 48-49 Viet. c. 38 § 1 This 
section shall be in addition to and not in derogation of any 
powers, .vested in the Committee of. .Council on Education. 

2. The taking away (in part) of the power or autho- 
rity {of a. person, etc.) ; lessening, weakening, curtail- 
ment, or impairment of authority ; detraction from. 

<ri45otr. De Imitatione m. Ixiii^He ]?at dojje hindringe 
to eny of my seintes, doj?e derogacion to me. 1494 Fabyan 
Chron . vii. 304 One thynge he dyd to y ,; derogacion of y ft 
munkys of Canterbury. _ 1533 Bellenden Livy 11. {2822 195 
It maid plane derogacioun to the Faderis to creat ony 
tribunis in times cumming, be votis of thair assessouris or 
clientis. 1536 Act 28 Hen. VIII (1621 in Bolton Stat. Irel. 
1 18), Actsand Statutes made, .in derogation, extirpation, and 
extinguishment of the Bishop of Rome. 1561 f. Norton 
Calvin's Inst. iv. xix. (1634) 717 ntarg With derogation 
from Baptisme, force [is] given unto confirmation which doth 
not belong unto it. 2750 Carte Hist. Eng, II. 51 1 Papal 
usurpations, to the derogation of the Crown. 1779 Burke 
Corr. (1844) II. 269, 1 hope, too, that you will not think it 
any, .derogation from the deference I ought to pay to your 
judgment. 

3. Detraction from the honour, or reputation of ; 
lowering or lessening in value or estimation, dis- 
paragement, depreciation. 

2520 Caxton's Chron. Eng. iv. 31/2 Nero thought it sholde 
be great derogacion to his name and he were slayne of Karles. 
2540 Compl. Scot. IRpist. $ this nobil prelat hes dune., 
vytnt out dirrogatione of his speritual dignxte. 2596 Spenser 
State Irel. Wks. (2862) 5x6/2 He is a very brave man, neither 
is that any thing which I speake to his derogation, 1642 
Milton Reform, n. (1851) 37 Clogs, and indeed derogations, 
and debasements to their high calling. 1656 Cowley Pindar. 
Odes Notes (x66p) 10 He does it in derogation from his ad- 
versary Bacchihdes. 2690 Locke Hum. Und. 1. iii. (1695) 
15 This is no Derogation to their Truth and Certainty. 
1723 Addison Ct. Tariff P 8 He had heard the Plaintiff 
speak in derogation of the Portuguese. 2873 H* Rogers 
Orig. Bible vii. 279 , 1 am far from saying this in derogation. 

4. Falling off in rank, character, or excellence ; 
loss of rank ; deterioration, debasement. 

1838-9 Hallam Hist. Lit. II. iv. 11. §56. 255 He discusses 
also the derogation to nobility by plebeian occupation. 2847 
L. Hunt Jar Honey (1.848) 107 The sweets of the wild 
flowers, the industry of the bee, will continue without 
change or derogation. 1855 Thackeray Newcomes I. 227 
He might pretend surely ton is kinswoman’s hand without 
derogation, 1864 Sala in Daily Tel. 27 July. Men. .who 
shudder at the derogation and degradation, of the Northern 
American clergy. 

Derogative (dirp-gativ), a. [a. OF. derogatif 
-ive (1403 in Godef.), f. L. type * derogat jv-us, f. 
ppl. stem of derogare : see -ative.] Characterized 
by derogating ; tending to derogation* 

2477 in E n g' Gilds (1870) 305 Prejudicial! or derogatyve 
to the lyberties . . of the bisshop. 2542-3 Act 34-5 Hen, Fill , 
c. 13 § 1 Actes and statutes ... derogatiue vnlo the most 
auncient:,,'priuileges of your said. countie' Palatine. 2646 
Sir T._ Browne Pseud. Ep. 1. xi. 47 'A. conceit .derogative 
unto himseffe. ; 1888 CortiMU Mag. Jan. 73 Too derogative 
of the intelligence of Londoners. 

Hence Dearo-gatively adv. In mod. Diets. 
Derogator (de’rdg^tsr). Also -our, -er. [a. L. 
derogator, agent-n. from derogare to DEROGATE.] 
One who derogates ; one who diminishes or takes 
from the authority of anything. 

2580 Lupton Sivqila 120 The derogaters of Christ es 
merits and' passion. 2623 Cgckeram.h,. Which Diminisheth, 
Derogat our. ’ 2684 ' Find, of Case of Indiff . ' Things 9 1 1 may 
he thought 'he is ,a Champion,' for the 'perfection and 
sufficiency, of' Scripture, and: we the derogatory from it. 



DERVISH, 


DEROGATORILY. 

Derogatorily (dzVgatarili), adv. [f. Dero- 
gatory +• -ly a .] la a derogatory manner ; with 
derogation or disparagement. 

1603 S1R C. Heydon Jud. Astrol xxii. 481 Without 
speaking vnreuerently or derogatorily of God. 1648 Prynne 
Plea for Lords 17 He writes . .derogatorily of the Commons. 
1827 Hare Guesses (1859) 337 By speaking derogatorily and 
slightingly of some other power. 

Dero-gatoriness. rare. [f. as prec. + -NESS.] 
Derogatory quality. 

1727^ Bailey vol. II. 

t Derogato’rious, a. Obs. [f. L. derogatori- 
us Derogatory + -ous.] =next. 

cx555 Harpsfield Divorce Hen. VIII (1878) 234 His 
doings were derogatorious . . to the supremacy of the Pope. 
i6ox Deacon & Walker Spirits <$• Divels 186 Your speech 
is derogatorious to the efficacie. .of Christ's death. 

Derogatory (dfyrgatsri), a. and sb. [ad. L. 
derogdtori-us, f. derogatori see prec. and -ory. 
Cf. F. dirogatoire (1341 in Hatzf,).] 

A. adj. 

1 . Having the character of derogating, of taking 
away or detracting from authority, rights, or stand- 
ing, of impairing in force or effect. Const to, from 
(t of). 

1502-3 Plumpton Corr. 174 Not intending to have his grant 
derogatorie unto justice. 1:638 Chillingw. Detig-. Prot. i. 
vi. § 4. 326 If you conceive such a prayer derogatory from the 
perfection of your faith. 1637-50 Row Hist. Kirk (1842) 
501 That none be chosen, or no course be taken derogatory 
thereto. 1651 Hobbes Govt . 4- Soc. xiv. § 12. 221 Provided 
there be nothing contain'd in the Law . . derogatory from 
his supreme power. 1730 Swift Drapier's Lett. ii. Rep . 
Comm. Whiteh., A just, .exercise of your, .royal prerogative, 
in no manner derogatory or invasive of any liberties. 1788 
V. Knox Winter Evert. II. iv. x. 60 An opinion derogatory 
from _ the value of life. 1825 Scott Talism. xx, Incidents 
mortifying to his pride, , and derogatory from his authority. 
1863 H. Cox Inst it. 1. vi. 34 This Act was annulled as dero- 
gatory to the King’s just rights. 

2 . Having the effect of lowering in honour or 
estimation ; depreciatory, disparaging, disrespect- 
ful, lowering. 

1563-87 Foxe A. 4* M. ( 1596) 1/2 The 2 nd [was] derogatorie 
to kings and emperors. 1592 Nashe P. Pertilesse (ed. 2) 
13 a, All holy Writ warrants that delight, so it be not 
derogatory to any part of Gods owne worship. 1776 Sir 
J. Reynolds Disc . vii. (1876) 48 Who probably would think 
it derogatory to their character, to be supposed to borrow. 
1838-9 Hallam Hist. Lit. III. iv. in. § 34. 151 It would be 
. . derogatory to a man_ of the slightest claim to polite 
letters, were he unacquainted with the essays of Bacon. 
1839 James Louis XIV , I. 292 Conduct .. derogatory to 
his rank. 1849 Dickens Dav. Copp. (C.D. ed.) 181 To have 
imposed any derogatory work upon him. x86o Farrar 
Orig. Lang. (1865) 40 What plans are consonant to, and 
what are derogatory of God's. .Infinite Wisdom, 
f 3 . Derogatory clause : a clause in a legal docu- 
ment, a will, deed, etc., by which the right of sub- 
sequently altering or cancelling it is abrogated, 
and the validity of a later document, doing this, 
is made dependent on the correct repetition of the 
clause and its formal revocation. Obs. 

1538 in Strype Eccl. Mem. I. App. xxx. 89 As doth 
appear by composition made, .and also confirmed by Boni- 
face the IV.. with clauses derogatory. ^ 1590 Swinburne 
Testaments 2 66 What maner of reuocation is to be made 
in the second testament^ that it may suffice to reuoke the 
former testament, wherein is a clause derogatorie of the will 
of the testator, a 1626 Bacon Max, 4- Uses Com. Law xix. 
(1636) 70 A derogatory clause is good to disable any latter 
act, except you revoke the same clause before you proceed 
to establish any later disposition or declaration, 
f B. sb . Obs. rare~° . 

i 6 tt Cotgr., Derogatoire , a derogatorie, or act of deroga- 
tion. 

t Bero*ge, V. Obs. rare. [a. F. dtroge-r (Qresme 
14th c.), ad. L. derogdre.] = Derogate. 

^ 1427 Rolls of Farit. IV. 326/2 It was nought youre entent 
in any wyse to deroge or do prejudice unto my Lord. 
Derotremate (der<?trrm/t), a. Zool. [ad. 
mod.L. derotremat-us (in neuter pi. Derotremata 
name of the group), f. Gr. dlprj neck + Tprjjxarf- 
hole, boring.] Of or pertaining to the Derotre- 
mata , a group of urodele batrachians, having gill- 
slits or branchial apertures, instead of external 
gill-tufts. So Berotre-matous a Be'rotrem© 

a. and sb. 

1849-52 Todd Cycl. Art at. IV. 828/2 [Supra-renal capsules] 
have not been found among the Derotremate. . orders. 
DerOXlt (dircurt), sb. [a. F. diroute ‘ a rout, 
a defeature, or flight of men * (Cotgr.), f. dirouter : 
see next] An utter defeat, a Rout. 

1644 R. Baillie Lett. 4- Jrnls. (1841) II. 188 We trust to 
heare shortly of their total! derout, c 1729 Earl of Ailes- 
bury Mem. (1890) 591 [Ramillies] was called a derout rather 
than a battle, 1803 E. Hay Insurr. Wexf. 150 This derout 
was . . occasioned by the example of one of the divisional 
commanders. 

Dercmt (dircm't), v. [a. F. diroute-r , OF. des- 
router (-roter, -ruter, -roupief) :-~late L. *disrup - 
tare, f. di{s)rupt-us, pa. pple. of dirumpere to break 
in pieces; cf. Disrupt.] trans. To put Completely 
to flight ; to Rout. Hence Derotrted///. a. 

1637 Gillespie Eng. Pop. Cerem. Ord. Ciij, Untill not 
only ail their blowes be awarded, but themselves also all 
derouted. 1808 J. Barlow Columb. vi. 537 Till dark de- 
routed foes should yield to flight. 1839 W. H. Maxwell 
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Wellington 4- Brit. Armies (1877) 147 The Spanish being 
utterly derouted. 

Derraine, -reyne, var. of Deraign v. Obs. 
Derrar, -ere, obs. compar. of Dear a. 

Derre, obs. f. Dear a . ; obs. inflexional form of 
Dare v. 

Derrick (de-rik), sb. Also 7-9 derick. [from 
the surname of a noted hangman at Tyburn c 1600. 
The name is orig. the Du. Dirk, Dierryk, Diederik 
= Ger. Dietrich, 7 'heoderic?\ 

+ 1 . A hangman; hanging; the gallows. (Cf. 
Jack Ketch.) 

c x6oo Ballad Death Earl Essex (N.\ Derick, thou know’st 
at Coles I sav’d Thy life lost for a rape there done. x 6 o 5 
Df.kker.SVz'. Shines 1. (Arb.) 17 , 1 would there were a Derick 
to hang vp him too. 2607 W. S. Puritan iv. i, Would Der- 
rick had been his fortune seven years_ ago. 2608 Dekker 
Bellman of Lond. (N.), He rides circuit with the devil, and 
Derrick must be his host, and Tyborne the inn at which he 
will light. 2656 Blount Glossogr. t Deric . . is with us 
abusively used for a Hang-man ; because one of that name 
was not long since a famed executioner at Tiburn. 

b. attr-ib. derrick-j astro. 

1610 Healey Disc. New World 274 (N.) This is in- 
habited only with serjeants, beadles, deputy-constables, and 
Derrick-jastroes. 

2 . A contrivance or machine for hoisting or 
moving heavy weights : + a. orig. A tackle used 
at the outer quarter of the mizen-mast. Obs. b. 
A spar or boom set up obliquely, with its head 
steadied by guys and its foot secured by lashings, 
or pivoted or socketed to the deck, floor, etc., and 
furnished with suitable tackle and purchases ; orig. 
and chiefly used on board ship. c. A kind of crane 
(more fully derrick-crane) in which the jib is pivoted 
to the foot of the central post, so that it may take 
various angles with the perpendicular; a ‘jib and 
tie ’ crane. Also often applied to any outstanding 
jib or arm with a pulley at the end, e. g. those 
outside the lofts of stables, warehouses, etc. d. 
Floating demck : one erected on a kind of boat, 
with a horizontal boom supported by stays from 
the top of the central post. 0. A tall structure 
used to support telegraph wires. 

a. 1727-52 Chambers Cycl. s.v. Ship (Plate), Mizon Mast 
. . Derrick and Spann. 1794 Rigging 4- Seamanship I. 265 
Derrick , a tackle used at the outer quarter of a mizen-yard, 
consisting of a double and single block, connected by a fall. 

b. 1756 Genii. Mag. XXVI. 429 Lightning . . cut out a 
piece of what they call the Derrick, at least 28 inches 
diameter and 15 or 16 feet Jong. 2800 Colquhoun Comm. 
Thames 626 Get up and rig a Derick for the purpose of 
discharging the Cargo. 2878 Besant & Rice Celia's Arb. 
xxii. (1887) 161 They had jurymasts to serve as derricks on 
occasion. 

c. 1856 Emerson Eng. Traits , Stonehenge Wks. (Bohn) 
II. 126 Swinging a block of granite . . with an ordinary 
derrick. 2882 Raymond Mining Gloss., Derrick , the hoisting- 
tower over an artesian well-boring. 1885 Ducane Punishrn. 
4 - Prev. Crime 179 The construction of the large cranes and 
derricks in the quarries. 

d. 2874 Knight Diet. Meek, s.v., Bishop's floating-derrick 
. . used in 1850 .. is capable of self-propulsion by means of 
paddle-wheels, and thus removes its suspended load to a 
position of safety for repair or other purpose. 

e. 1886 Daily News 28 Dec. 5/6 They have . . a very large 
derrick here holding up an immense number of wires and a 
good many cables. 

3 . attrib as derrick-floor , -pole, etc. ; derrick- 
car, a railroad truck on which a small derrick is 
mounted, for use in clearing lines from any ob- 
struction (U.S .) ; derrick-crane: see 2 c. 

1865 Pall Mall G. 21 June 9 About the same depth from 
their derrick floors. 1882 Times 27 Dec. 0/2 Unlike the 
derrick pole of an ordinary turret ship. 2883 Rosher Treat . 
Rating 42 To lay down moorings and moor a derrick hulk 
to them. 

t Be'rriek, v. Obs . rare. [f. prec. sb.] trans. 
To hang. 

1600 W. Kemp Nine Days * W. in Arb. Gamer VIII. 37 
One that . . would poi his father, derick his dad ! do any- 
thing. 

Berring do, derring-do. pseudo-archaism. 
In 4-5 dorryng, (dorynge, duryng) don (do, 
to do), 5 doryng(e do, 6 derrynge do, derring 
doe, 9 derring-do. The two words durring , 
dorryng daring, vbl. sb. from durran , dorren to 
Dare, and don, do, pres. inf. of Do v., literally 
daring to do, which, by a chain of misunderstandings 
and errors, have come to be treated as a kind of 
substantive combination, taken to mean, Daring 
action or feats, ‘desperate courage \ 

The words come incidentally in their ordinary sense and 
construction followed by the object ‘that’ J=what, that 
which) in Chaucer’s Troylus\ whence, in an imitative pas- 
sage by Lydgate, in an absolute construction more liable to 
misunderstanding ; Lydgate’s dorryng do was ^misprinted in 
the 16th c. editions (1513 and 1555) derrynge do, in which form 
it was picked up by Spenser and misconstrued as a subst. 
phrase, explained in the Glossary to tlie_ Sheph. Cal. as 
* manhood and chevalrie ’. Modern romantic writers, led by 
Sir W. Scott, have taken it from Spenser, printed it derring- 
do, and accentuated the erroneous use. 

c 2374 Chaucer Troylus x. 837 Troylus was neuere vn-to 
no wight . . in no degre secounde, In dorryng don {v.rr. 
duryng do, dorynge to do] b at longeth to a knyght . . His 
herte ay wij> he firste and wij> J?e beste Stod paregal, to dorre 


don [v. rr. durre to do, dore don] that hym leste. 1430 Lydg. 
CJirort. Troy 11. xvi. (MSS. Digby 232 If. 56 a/2 ; 230 if. 81 a/ x). 
And parygal, of manhode and of dede, he [Troylus] was to 
any >at I can of rede, In dorryng [?'. rr. doryng(e] do, this 
noble worJ>y wyght, Ffor to fulfille b at longe)> to a knyjt, 
The secounde Ector . . he called was. [edd. 25x3, 2555 
In derrynge do, this noble worthy wyght.] 1579 Spenser 
Sheph. Cal. Oct, 65 For ever who in derring doe were dreade, 
The loftie verse of hem was loved aye. _ [Gloss., In derring 
doe, in manhood and chevalrie.] Ibid. Dec. 43, I durst 
in derring do [ mispr . to] compare With shepheards swayne. 
1590 — P. Q. 11. iv. 42 Drad for his derring doe and bloody 
deed. 1596 Ibid. vi. v. 37 A man of mickle name, Renowned 
much in armes and derring doe. 1820 Scott Ivanhoe xxix, 
Singular . .if there be two who can do a deed of such derring- 
do. [Note. Derring-do, desperate courage.] 2843 Lytton 
Last Bar. 1. vi, Such wonders and derring-do are too solemn 
for laughter. 2866 G. W. Dasent Gisli 107 Such a deed of 
derring-do would long be borne in mind. 2885 Burton A rab. 
Nts. (1887) III. 433 Who is for duello, who is for derring-do, 
who is for knightly devoir? 

So fDerring doers, daring doers ; f Berringf- 
deed; +Der-doing, q. v# 

1596 Spenser F. Q. iv. ii. 38 Dreadful derring dooers. 2633 
P. Fletcher Purple I si. vi. v. 66 That Mantuan swain, who 
chang'd his slender reed . . From Corydon to Turnus derring- 
deed. 

Derringer (de'rindgoj). US. [from the sur- 
name of the inventor, a gunsmith in U.S.] A small 
pistol with large bore, very effective at short range. 
Also attrib. 

2856 B. Harte Poems, Dow's Flat, With a shovel and pick 
on his shoulder, and a derringer hid in his breast. 2876 
Besant & Rice Gold. Butterfly Prol., To have both bowie 
and Derringer ready to hand. 1890 Century Mag. Jan. 
435/r A large derringer bullet had entered the back of the 
head [of Pres. Lincoln]. 

fig. 2890 Daily News 4 Dec. 5/2 Tiny tomes, literary der- 
ringers for the waistcoat pocket. 

Derry (de*ri). A meaningless word in the 
refrains of popular songs ; hence , a ballad or set 
of verses. 

a 1553 Udall Royster D. n. iii. (Arb.) 36 With chip and 
cherie Heyh derie derie. i860 Borrow Sleeping Bard 50 
If one can patch together any nonsensical derry, he is styled 
a graduate bard. 

Derth(e, obs. form of Dearth. 

Deme : see Derf a Derye v. 

+ Dem*ncmate, V. Obs. rare- 0 , [f. ppl. 
stem of L. deruncindre to plane off.] 

2656 Blount Glossogr. , Der uncinate, to cut off or pill away 
that which is superfluous. 

Hence + B er uncination. 

2706 Phillips (ed. Kersey), Deruncination (in Husbandry), 
a cutting off Trees, Bushes, etc. or any thing that incumbers 
the Ground. Hence in Bailey, Ash, etc. 

DeruraXize : see De- II. 1. 

Derure, compar. of Derf a. Obs. 
f Derve, V. Obs. Forms : 1 deorfan, 2-4 
derue (n ; pa. t. 3 derfde, 4 deruede ; pa. pple. 3 
idorueu, idorve, iderued, 4 deruet. [ME. dei'ven 
str. and weak ; the str. vb. app. — OE. deorfan (pa. 
t. dearf, durfon, pa. pple. dorfen) to labour : besides 
this there probably existed a causal weak vb. dier- 
fan ( dierfde ) to cause to labour, afflict, grieve ; 
confusion of this with the strong vb., as in Burn, 
etc. would account for the ME. forms and sense. 
OE. deorfan was app. cognate with the stem of 
O F xis.forderva, and OLFrankish fardurvon, transl. 

‘ perierunt ’ Fs. lxxii. 19.] 

1 , intr. To labour. (Only in OE.) 

a xooo in Thorpe Horn. II. 516/26 (Bosw.) Ne wiScweSe 
ic to deorfenne gyt, &if ic nydbehefe eom gyt <$inum folce. 

2 . trans . To trouble, grieve, hurt, afflict, molest. 
c 1205 Lay. 8731 Hunger him derfde. Ibid. 18715 SwiSe 

he murnede, his mod wes iderued. a 2225 Ancr. R. 206 He 
was idoruen in alle his o#re wittes. a 1240 Lofsong in Cott. 
Horn. 211 pinge J?at me derue# mest. c 2320 Cast. Love 676 
N one kunnes asaylyng N e may him deruen. a 1375 Joseph 
Arim. 47 Beo J>ou no Jring a-dred, for non schal j>e derue. 

absol. a 1225 Ancr. R. 1x2 A lutel ihurt i J?en eie derue# 
more |>en de 5 a muchel i#e hele, 

t Be T very©. Obs. rare. [a. OF. derverie, 
desverie , madness, f. derver, desver, to lose one’s 
reason, go mad. (Cf. Koerting, 2441.)] Madness. 

2480 Caxton Ovids Met. x. vii, Withdraw© thyn herte fro 
such rage and derverye. 

Dervish, (douvij). Forms: 6-9 dervis, 7-9 
dervise, (7 dervice, dervys, dervisse, -iche, 
dervize, derwis, darvish, derveesh), 7- der- 
vish., (8 derwish, 9 dirvesh, darwesh, dur- 
waysh,-weesh). [a. Pers. darvesh, darvtsh 

| poor, a religious mendicant, a friar, in Arab, dar- 
wesh, darwish, Turkish dervish , the latter being 
the immediate source of the European forms: cf. 
It. dervis , F. dervis, derviche (in 1559 derviss ), Sp. 
derviche, Ger. derwisch. Some of the variant 
spellings represent Arabic and Persian forms of the 
word. (The native Arabic equivalent is fagfr 
poor, fakir.)] 

A Mohammedan friar, who has taken vows of 
poverty and austere life. Of these there are various 
orders, some of whom are known from their fan- 
tastic practices as dancing or whirling, and as 
howling dervishes. 
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1585 T. Washington tr. Nicholas's Voy. m. xvii. roz The 
thirde sect of the religious Turkes called Dervis. Ibid. 

■ S02 b, These devoute Dervis live of almes. 16*5 Purchas 
Pilgrims II. ix. 1611 An order of Derueeshes, that turne 
round with Musike in their Diuine Seruice. 163a Lithgow 
Tran. vn. 316 Priests called Darvishes. 1635 Pagitt Chris- 
tianogr. r. iii. (1636) 200 A Dervice, or religious man of 
theirs. 1665 Sir T. Herbert Trap. (1677)307 The Dervisse 
an order of begging Friar. 1728 Morgan A lgiers I. vi. 186 
A wandering Derwish, a devout Moor. 2744 Trait. C. 
Thompson III, 267 They are not the dancing Dervises, of 
which Sort there are none in Egypt. 1818 Jas. Mill Brit. 
India I. in. iii. 510 A Dirvesh, or professor of piety. 1821 
Byron Juan in. xxix, Like dervises, who turn as on a pivot. 
1833 G. A. Herklqts tr, Customs Moosulmans 206 The first 
class of Durwayshes Is denominated Salih. 1847 Emerson 
Poems, Saadi Wks. (Bohn) I. 475 Barefooted Dervish is not 
poor, If fate unlock his bosom’s door. 185a E. B. Eastwick 
tr. Bagh 0 Bahdr 30 Adventures of the Four Darweshes. 
x8 69 Pall Mall G. 7 Jan. 10 Whirling about all round you 
like dancing dervishes. 1877 A. B. Edwards Up Nile ii. 37 
And now, their guttural chorus audible long before they 
arrived in sight, came the howling dervishes. 

attrib. 1704 J. Pitts Acc. Mahometans vu. (1738) 125 
Give themselves up to a Dervise sort of Life, 1882-3 Schaff 
Encycl. Relig. Knawl. III. 1810 This pantheistic dervish 
system. 

Hence De'rvishliood, the estate or condition of 
a dervish. BervisMsm, the principles and prac- 
tice of the Dervishes; the Dervish system, Be'*- 
vish-like a. 

2830 Mrs. Jameson Leg. Monas t. Ord. Introd. (1863)22 
Asceticism , . strangely uncouth, and dervish-like. 1865 
Sat. Rev. 4 Feb. 144/2 Dr, Vambery wandered, because he 
has the genuine wild spirit of Dervishism strong within him. 
1884 Browning Ferishiah 9 Half-way on Dervishhood, not 
wholly there. 

Berwearfcer (dawentai). Australia, [named 
from the river Derwent in Tasmania, on the banks 
of which was a convict settlement.] A released 
convict. 

1884 Boldrewood Melb. Mem. xx. 140 An odd pair of 
Sawyers, generally * Derwenters'as the Tasmanian expirees 
were called. *892 in, Lentzner A ustralian Word-bk . 20. 

Bery, Beryge, obs. forms of Daiby, Dirge. 
Derye, var. Dbbe v. Obs., to hurt, 

Des, obs. form of Dais, Dice. 

Bes- in obs, words : see Dec-, Desc-, Dess-, Dis-. 
Bes- prefix. Regular Romanic form of L. dis-, 
in Git, Sp., Pg., Pr., OFr. ; in mod.Fr. retained (as 
d/s-) before a vowel or silent h ( dishabill/), other- 
wise reduced to d/- (OF. descharge , mod. d/charge). 
In some cases apparently representing a late L. de- 
ex-, for L. ex-. Partly from the frequent substitution 
of dis-, des-, for L. de- in late L. and Romanic (see 
Be- prefix 6), partly through the phonetic reduction 
of des- to dir in later French, the two prefixes have 
In that language largely fallen together under the 
mocLF. d/-. Early OF. words passed into English 
with the prefix in the form des- ( descharge , ME. 
descharge ) ; here it was sometimes, in conformity 
with later OF. pronunciation, reduced to de- (OF, 
desmembre, demembre , ME. demembre ) j but usually 
the j was retained, and the prefix at length changed 
back to the L. type dis- ( discharge , dismembrt , also 
spelt dys-) as was also done to some extent in 
E rench itself (descorde, now discorde). 

In English, therefore, des- is merely the earlier 
form of Dis- in words from OF., eg, desarm, des - 
blame, descharge , desdaundre, descalour, desdain, 
desembogue, desere (—desheir), deserite (disherit), 
desgyse, dishonour, desinteressed, desjoyne, desjune, 
desmail, desmay, desmesure, des or dein, desordere , 
desparage, desparple, despend, despense, dispeople, 
desplay, desport, despreve ( = disprove), dispute , 
desray, destempre , desturb, destribnte, etc. All 
these have a later form in Dis-, under which they 
are treated in this Dictionary. Only a few words 
became obsolete before dis- forms appeared. The 
prefix is exceptionally retained in descant, and it 
is occasionally found for De- before a vowel, in 
chemical terms from modem French, as desoxalic , 
desoxybemoin , f desoxydate . In despatch , modem 
var. of Dispatch, the spelling des- is not historical, 
but originated in an 18th c. etymological error. 

There are many words beginning with des- in which the 
s belongs to the root-word, and the prefix is de-, as descry, 
describe, descend, deserve, despair, despite , despoil , destroy » 
From confusion of these with words in which des- is the pre- 
fix, they also were in late ME. often spelt With dis- {discry, 
discribe, etc.). And, on the other hand, words in di- followed 
by r- were sometimes confused with words in dis - prefix, 
and so also written des- {destinct* destress, etc.). Both these 
errors have been corrected in the later orthography. 

+ Bes aerate, v. Obs. rare- 0 , [f. L. desacrai-, 
ppl. stem of desacrare to consecrate.] 

1737 Bailey vol, II, To Desacrate, to consecrate or dedi- 
cate.-''' 

Besaife, Besait(e, obs. ff. Deceive, Deceit. 

+ Desa-rcinate, v. Obs. rare- °. [f. De- II. i 
+ L. sarcina bundle, burden, *sarcindre to burden 
(sarcindtus burdened).] 

1656 Blount Glossogr Desarcinate, to unload, or un- 
burthen, to unfraught. 


Hence Besarcination. 

1730-6 Bailey (folio), Desarcinaiian , a taking of baggage, 
an unloading. Hence in Ash. 

Besarde, obs. form of Dicer. 

1538 Bale Thre Lames 1396 Counterfet desardes. 
Besart, obs. form of Desert, Dessert. 
Besaster, obs. form of Disaster. 

Besate, Besave, obs. ff. Deceit, Deceive. 
Besaxonize : see De- II. r. 

Besayue, Desayvabel, obs. forms of Deceive, 

-ABLE. 

Besblame, var. of Disblame v. Obs. 

Desc-, obs. spelling of Dec-, Des-, Disc-, Dtss-. 
II Bescaxnisado (cUskamisa'cD). [Sp. ; = 
shirtless, £ des- ~ Dis- + c amis a shirt + -ado. Cf. 
sans-culotte. ] A nickname given to the ultra- 
liberals in theSpanish revolutionary war of 1820-23, 
and still sometimes used in an analogous sense. 
1823 Blackw. Mag. XIV. 514 Men of liberal ideas, and . . 

1 members of the Descamisados. 2827 Hare Guesses Ser. n, 
(1867) 542 What is the folly of the descamisados but man’s 
stripping himself of the fig-leaf^ 1877 Wraxall Hugo's 
Miseraoles in. xxiii, 12 We are going to the abyss, and the 
descamisados have led us to it. 

Be scant (de-skaent), sb. Forms: 4-5 des- 
chaunt, 5 -6 dyscant, 6-9 dis-, 6- descant, [a. 
OF. deschant (13th c. and in Cotgr.), also ONF. 
descaunt, descant , rarely dis-, mod.F. d/chant, = Pr. 
des chans, Sp. discante , Pg. des cant e , ad. med.L. 
discant-us part-song, refrain, descant, £ L. dis- 
astmder, apart ■+ cantus singing, song. The form 
directly from OF. was used by Wyclif ; a form in 
dis- immediately from L. occurs from the 15th c., 
and would be normal for English (see Dis-).] 

X. Music . Now only Hist., or poet. 

X. A melodious accompaniment to a simple 
musical theme (the plainsong), sung or played, 
and often merely extemporized, above it, and thus 
forming an air to its bass : the earliest form of 
counterpoint. 

0x380 Wyclif Whs. (1880) 77 Grete crying of song as 
deschaunt, contre note and orgene. ?<ri475 Sqr. loweDegre 
790 Your quere nor organ songe shall wante, Withyountre 
note, and dyscant. 1501 Douglas Pal. Hon. 1. xlix, I play 
and sing, Fabourdoun, pricksang, discant, countering. 1591 
Shaks. Two Gent. 1. ii. 94 You are too flat, And marre the 
concord, with too harsh a descan t. 1595 S penser Epithal. v, 
The merry Larke hir mattins sings aloft ; The Thrush re- 
plyes; the Mavis descant playes. 1683 Chalkhill Theahna 
4* Cl. 100 Sweet lays Wrought with such curious descant as 
would raise Attention in a stone. 1762 Churchill Poems , 
Propk. Famine , The youth . . skill’d in rustic lays. Fast by 
her side his am’rous descant plays. 1881 Macfarren 
Counterp. i. 1 Descant seems to have been the art of im- 
provising a melodic accompaniment to a fixed song. 
jpg. 1641 Wither in R. Palmer Bk. of Praise xxvii. 28 
To this Concert when we sing Whistling winds your descants 
brin£. 1659 Rowbotham Gate Lang. Uni. Pref. (2664) 
E vij, The descant of meeter hath often corrupted the plain- 
song of truth. 2863 F. G. Lee Direct. Angl. § 116. no 
Canticles (a descant of praise on the Lessons). 

i b. Base descant, binding descant : see quots. 
Double descant : double counterpoint. Plain des- 
cant : plain or simple counterpoint. Obs. 

1597 Morley Introd. Mus. 76 Two plainesong notes for 
one in the descant ..is commonlie called binding descant. 
Ibid. 86 Base descant .. is that kinde of descanting, where 
your sight of taking and vsing your cordes must be vnder 
the plainsong. Ibid. 105 Double descant . . is verie neere the 
nature of a Canon . . which being sung after diuers sortes, by 
changing the partes, maketh diuers manners of harmonie. 

2 . The soprano or highest part of the score in 
part-singing. 

X&69 J. Sanford tr. Agrippds Van. Aries 30 While the 
children braie the Discante. 2609 Dquland Qmiikop. 
Microl. 83 Discantus is the vppermost part of each Song, 
2644 Sir E. Dering Prop. Sacr. Ciij, Children neigh forth 
the descant. 1882-3 Schaff Encycl. Relig. Knoiol.Xll. 2025 
Composed for three voices— descant, tenor, and bass. 

3 . gen. A warbled song, a melodious strain. 

1576 Gascoigne Pkilomette 6 To heare the descant of the 

Nightingale. 2625 Wither Sheph. Hunt. i. Juvenilia {2633) 
393 The cage doth some birds good, And. .Will teach them 
sweeter descants than the wood. 1742 Gray Sonnet on 
Death of West 3 The birds in vain their amorous descant 
join. 2877 Bryant Poems, Waiting by Gate ii, I hear the 
wood-thrush piping one mellow descant more. 

4 . The art of singing or writing music in parts ; 
musical composition, harmony ; also, a harmonized 
composition. 

2565-73 Cooper Thesaurus, Asymphonia , discord in des- 
cant. 1579 Lyly Euphues (Arb.) 93 if thou haddest learned 
. . the first noat of Descant thou wouldest have kept thy 
Sol. Fa, to thyselfe. 1597 Morley Introd. Mus. Annot., 
The word descant signifieth, in our toung the forme of set- 
ting together of sundry voices or concords for producing of 
harmony, . But in this signification it is seldome vsed. 1649 
Jer. Taylor Gt. Exemp. 1. iv. 42 The whole chorus joined 
m descant and sang a hymn. 2674 T. Campion (title), The 
Art of Descant, or composing Musick in Parts. 2795 Mason 
Ch. Mus . ii, 100 A descant of thirtie-eight proportions of 
sondry kind. 1825 Southey Tale of Paraguay in. xxxix, 
Into a descant of her own Hath blended^ all their notes. 
1871 Q. Rev. No. 261, 158 The notion of playing two different 
notes in successive harmony to one of longer duration, or 
the art of descant, had not yet occurred to any one, 1882 
Rockstro in Grove Diet. Music III. 269 [Counterpoint} was 
. , evolved by slow degrees, from Diaphonia, Discant, and 
Organumu 


5 . An instrumental prelude, consisting of varia- 
tions on a given theme. 

2644 Milton Ednc., Exercise, While the skilful Organist 
plies his grave and fancied descant in lofty Fugues. 1795 
Mason Ch. Mus. i. 58 foot-n.. By Discant, the Musicians of 
Milton’s time meant preluding on a given ground. 1813 
Scott Rokeby v, xii, And then a low sad descant rung, As 
prelude to the lay he sung. 2882 Shorthouse J. Inglesant 
II. 378 Mr. Inglesant being pressed to oblige the company, 
played a descant upon a ground bass in the Italian manner. 
fig. 2806-7 J. Beresford Miseries Plum. Life( 1826) xvm. 
204" That peculiar species of prelusive flourish, or descant, 
with which Reviewers are accustomed to usher in the Per- 
formance under immediate examination. 

IX. Transferred uses ; often with distinct refer- 
ence to th z plainsong or ground , and in the phrases 
run or sing descant. 

f 0 . Variation from that which is typical or 
customary ; an instance of this. Shift of descant : 
a change of ‘ tune , J i.e. of argumentative position. 

2563-87 Foxe A. 4- M. (1684') III. 621 Whereas you say, 
they eat it spiritually, that is but a blind shift of descant. 
2581 J. Bell H addon's Answ. Osor. 119 Osorius lacketh 
not a shift of descante here, thinkyng thereby to craze the 
force of veritie. 1633 P. Fletcher Purple 1st. vui. xliv. 217 
Runnes nimble descant on the plainest vices. 2642 Fuller 
Holy 4* Prof. St. nr. xiii. 184 Running, Leaping, and Danc- 
ing, the descants on the plain song of walking.^ a x66x — 
Worthies (1840) I. 224 Their [basket] making is daily im- 
proved with much descant of art. 2722 Addison 
543 1*4 Providence has shewn.. Wisdom, .in the multiplicity 
of Descants which It has made on every Original Species. 

7 . Varied comment on a theme, amplification of 
a subject; a comment, criticism, observation, re- 
mark; f occas. censorious criticism, carping (obs. b 
2594 Shaks. Rich. Ill, m. vii. 49 On that ground lie make 
a holy Descant. 2599 ISTashe Lenten Stuff's (x^x) 36 The 
wantoner sort of them sing descant on their mistress’s glove. 
2630 Bkathwait Eng. Gentlem. (1641) 320 Let not calumny 
runne descant on your tongue. 2639 Fuller Holy War n. 
xlvi. (1840) 1 14 Roger Hoveden’s witty descant on the time. 
1642 Rogers Naaman 209 If thy Religion should cost thee 
some disgrace, scorne and descant. 2654 H. L’Estrange 
Chas. / (1655) 7 It doth, .render King Charles obnoxious to 
untoward ana sinister descants, a 2677 Bakrow Serm.Wks. 
1716 I. 29 Neither shall I make any descant or reflection 
tnereon. 2710 Moderation y Loyalty of the Dissenters 
Exernpliffd 3 Rendering Things worse than they were by 
Partiallity ana Discant. 2784 Co week Task iv. 77 With 
merry descants on a nation’s woes. 2820 Shelley Let. to 
Maria Gisborne Poet. Wks. (1891) 373/1 There are themes 
enough for many a bout Of thought-entangled descant, 
b. A disquisition, dissertation, discourse. 

2622 Donne Serin, xvi. 162 The fathers have infinitely 
delighted themselves in this Descant, the blessed effect of 
holy teares. 2667 Waterhouse Fire Land. 277 O remember 
the Prophetical descant of glorious King James. 1713 
Addison Guardian No. 102 After this short descant on the 
uncertainty of our English weather, 2792 Paine Rights of 
Man (ed. 4) 46, I have now to follow Mr, Burke through, .a 
sort of descant upon governments. 2842 DTsrakli Amen. 
Lit. (2867) 196 He instructed the world by ethical descants. 

III. 8. attrib. and Comb, descant-clef, the 
soprano or treble clef; descant- viol, the treble 
viol, or violin, which plays the air or soprano part. 

1728 North Mem. of Musick (1846) 67 No wonder . . that 
organs .. with the descant manner, at last entered the 
churches. 

Descant (deskse*nt\ v. Also 6 - 9 dis- (6-7 
dys-). [a. OF. deschanter, des canter, *»Pr. des- 
chantar, Sp. discantar, Pg. descantar, in med.L. 
discaniare (des-, de-), £ the sb. : see prec.] 

X. Music, a. intr. To play or sing an air in 
harmony with a fixed theme ; gen. to warble, sing 
harmoniously ; also in phr. to descant it. 
m 2538 [see Descanter]. 2597 Morley Mus. 7 6 In descant- 
ing you must . . seeke true cordes. 2607 Topsell Serpents 
(1653) 77 2 They will . .sing so sweetly, and withall descant it 
so finely and tunably. 26x2 Cotgr. s.v. Contra , To. .sing the 
Plainesong whereon another descants. 1879 Parry in Grove 
Diet. Mus. 1. 670 This new mode of descanting. 1887 Bowen 
Virg. Eclogue vi. 8, I with a meadow reed upon sylvan 
themes will descant. 

Fb. tram. To sing in 1 descant 7 (words, etc.). 
2538 Starkey England 1. iv, 134 The wordys [of Church 
music] be so straunge and so dyuersely descantyd. 

2 . intr. To make remarks, comments, or observa- 
tions ; to comment (on, upon, of a text, theme, 
etc.). 

C2520 More Ficus Wks. 15/1 The company of the court,, 
descanted therof to his rebuke, 1571 Golding Calvin on. Ps. 
ii. 7 They have curiously descanted upon theis woords. 
1594 Shaks. Rick. Ill, 1. £ 27 To see ray Shadow in the 
Sunne, And descant on mine own Deformity. 1598 J. Dicken- 
son Greene in Cone. 11878) 260 Nor presumptuously descant 
of the vnknowen proceedings of the almighty. 1624 Capt. 
Smith Virginia s. 13 Many' began strangely to discant of 
those crosse beginnings. 2649 ■ Milton Eikon. B, T o descant 
on the misfortunes of a Person fall’n from dignity is not com- 
mendable. 2738 Warburton Div. Legal. I. Ded. 23. To 
descant upon their very Hats and Habits, ' . 2792 Boswell 
Johnson 5 Aug. an. 1763, He used to descant critically on 
the dishes which had been at 'table. . 2850 Kingsley Alt. 
Locke vi, He ran on descanting coarsely on beauties. 

b. To discourse at large, enlarge (ttpon, on a 
theme). Also with indirect pass. 

a 2661 Fuller Worthies (1840) I. 68 The friar rather des- 
canted than commented. <2x782 Kames in M. Donovan 
Dom . ' Ecott.* II. 73 The young' champion , , discants upon 
his address in catching the'amroal. 2792 Gouv. Morris- 
in Sparks Life fy Writ. (283a) 1 . 353 Abbe Syeyes. .descants 
with much self-sufficiency on government. '. 2836 Johnsomcma 
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362 Johnson never accustomed himself to descant bn the 
ingratitude of mankind. 1878 Gladstone Prim. Homer 9 
It was the bard’s duty to descant upon the freshest and 
most interesting subjects. 

+'3 . tram. To comment on, discourse about, 
discuss ; occas. to criticize, carp at. Obs. 

1627 F. E, Hist. E dw. I I (x68o) 53 Where they might des- 
cant their griefs. 1642 Rogers Naaman 376 Such secrets as 
these must be , . adored, not descanted, a 1649 Drumm. of 
Hawth. Poems Wks. (1711) 31 But who can descant right 
your grave aspects ? 

f 4. intr. To work with intricate variation on ; 
to fashion with artistic skill. 06s. rare. 

a 166^ Fuller Worthies (1840) I. 397 Lace, costing nothing 
save a little thread descanted on by art and industry. Ibid. 
III. 90 The God of nature is pleased to descant on a plain 
hollowness with such wonderful contrivances. 
Descanter (deskse-ntai). [f. prec. +-ER 1 .] 

1. One who sings or plays the * descant \ 06s. 
exc. Hist. 

1538 Starkey England 1. iii. 80 Curyouse descanterys and 
deuysarys of new songys. 1597 Mgrley Introd. Mus . 70 
A Descanter. .[is] one that can extempore sing a part upon 
a playne song. 1879 Parry in Grove Diet. Mus. I. 671 De 
Muris. - speaks with great bitterness of extempore descan ters. 

2. One who holds forth or discourses. 

1805 Foster Ess . iv. iv. 180 A descanter on the invisible 
world who makes you think of a popish cathedral. 
Descanting (deskse-ntig), M. s6. [f. as prec. 

+ -ING 1 ,] The action of the vb. Descant: a. 
singing in ‘descant’; b. commenting, disquisi- 
tion. 

1538 Starkey England 1. iv. 137 Our Curyouse dyscantyng 
and conteryng [ printed canteryng] in Churchys. 1561 Daus 
tr. Bullinger on Apoc. (1573) 12 A wonderfull descantyng 
vpon letters. ^ 1575 Brief Disc. T roubles Franckfiord (1846) 
206 The trollinge and descantinge off the Psalmes. x68o 
Burnet Rochester (T.y The descantings of fanciful men 
upon them [the Scriptures]. 1851 Gladstone Clean. VI. 
xxi. 14, I waive descanting on personal qualities. 

Desca*ntiugr, ppl. a. [f. as prec. + -ING 2.] 
Commenting, criticizing : in quot. criticizing cen- 
soriously, carping, 

1594 J. Dickenson Arisbas (1878]) 28 To shield me from 
the descanting verdites of such vnfriendly readers. 

Deseater, obs. form of Disscatter v. 
Deseeee, -ees(s, obs. forms of Decease. 
Desceit, deseeiue, obs. ff. Deceit, Deceive. 
t Besce*nce, desce*nse« 06s. Forms : 4 
dissenca, 5 descens, dyscens, 5-6 deseense, 6 
disesnes, 6-7 descence. [Two forms : ME. 
descens, a. OF. descens inasc., ad. L. descensus 
descent, descending, f. descender e; also ME. de- 
scense , a. OF. deseense fern., ad. late L. type descensa 
(descesa), fem. sb. f. descensus , pa. pple. of descen- 
der e t analogous to sbs. in -ata, - ada , -de : cf. It. 
descesa. The spelling descence app. represents the 
descens form : see Defence.] 

1. A going or coming down ; —Descent i. 

1543 Necess. Doctr. in Formul. Faith 234 lesu Christ’s 

life, death, burial, and deseense to hell. 1582-8 Hist. 
James VI (1804) 278 In his discence . . he come foment the 
Co I ledge of Justice. x6oo Abp. Abbot Exp. Jonah 219 We 
all do hold the article of Christ’s deseense into Hell, 
b. Extension downwards : cf. Descend v. 2 . 

1578 Banister Hist. Man 1. 8 The deseense of y c Sagittal 
Suture is not common either in man or woman, 

2. concr. A downward slope; a way down; — 

Descent 2 , 2 b. 

<2x440 Found. St. Bartholomew's 40 From the highe 
deseense of heuynnes . . hedir I descende. 16x8 Bolton 
Floras n. vi. 108 The very jawes of the first descence from 
the Alps into Italy. 

3. fig. a. ? Dejection, depression of spirits. 

2526 Pilgr. Per/. (W. de W. 1531) x66 b, In suebe deseense 
it [the mynde] is moost apte to distraccyons & waueryng 
fantasyes. 

b. Bringing down or lowering in estimation ; 
depreciation. 

1560 Rolland Crt. Venus 1. 287 That hir honour distres 
thoill nor ruine : Nor suffer it in na way haif discence. 

4. a. Genealogical extraction ; —Descent 7 . 

c 1425 Wyntoun Cron. ix. xxvi. 106 In lineale Descens fra 
Sanct Margret, 1432-50 tr. Higden (Rolls) I. 281 Soe the 
linealle deseense of the prosapy or kynrede of Feramundus 
faylede by men. 1513 Bradshaw S t. Werburge 11. 1212 Son 
to duke Leoffwin by lmiall discence. 15x3 Douglas AEneis 
in, iii, 39 From that ilk prince.. Is the descence of our 
genealogy. 

b. Transmission by inheritance ; =*= Descent 10. 
c 1380 Wyclif Sel. Whs. II. 402 Dissence of heritage. 
Descend (di'semd), v. Also 4 dessende, di- 
seud, dyssente, decend, 4-7 disceiid(e, 4-6 
descende, (5-6 dyscend), (6 desend). Pa. t. 
zxi&pple. descended; 4-5 descend, 5 discent, 
6 discend. [a. F. descend-re (nth c. in Littre) 
= Pr. deissendre , It. descendere, Sp, descender 1 — L. 
descendere , £ De- I, 1 + scandere to climb. In 
early times often treated as if the prefix were Des- 
(q.v.) and the stem -cend, - send, -end, whence the 
variant spellings in dis-, dys-, de-."] 

' . I. Intransitive senses. 

'* To move down or into a lower position . 

1, To move or pass from a higher to a lower 
position in space; to come or go down, fall, sink. 


(The general word, including all kinds of down- 
ward motion, vertical or oblique ; the opposite of 
ascend.) 

a 1325 Prose Psalter xlvni. x8 [xlix. 17] His glorie ne shal 
nou3t descenden \vyj> hym. c 2325 E. E. A Hit. P. A. 626 
As sone as J?ay arn borne bylyue In he water of baptem hay 
dyssente. a 2330 Roland § V. 231 pan decended a Ibjtnesse, 
Doun ri_3tes fram ]>e heuen blis. 2393 Gower Con/. III. 94 
The moist droppes of the rein Descenden into middej erthe. 
c 1400 Lanfranc's Cirurg. 143 pat he may not discende 
downward, c 2450 Mirour Saluacioun 50s A man some 
tyme fro Jerusalem descendande. 1590 Sir J. Smyth Disc. 
Weapons 35 b, Those furious Rebells . . descended downe 
their hil with such a furie. 2632 J. Hayward tr. Biondi’s 
Eromena 193, I passed to the Nile descending on it at my 
leasure to the sea. 1653 H. Cogan tr. Pinto's Trav. xxiii. 
86 The water rebounded up so high that when it came to 
descend again it fell as small as dew. Ibid. lxi. 251 The 
two Priests descended from their Pulpits^ 1728 Pemberton 
Newton's Philos. 194 The earth in moving round the sun 
is continually descending toward it, 1790 W. Wrighte 
Grotesque Archit. 7 The two wings.. are each descended to 
by a flight of four steps, 2823 F. Clissold Ascent Mt. 
Blanc 19 From the heights of the mountain . . immense 
avalanches often descend. 1875 Bryce Holy Rom. Emp. 
iv. (ed. 5) 44 In the autumn of 799 Charles descended from 
the Alps once more. 

b. fig. said of immaterial agents, influences, etc. 
a 1300 Cursor M. 10884 (Cott.) And godds might in pe [sal] 
descend, c 2400 Maundev. (Roxb.) ix. 36 Infill his awen 
heued his wikkidness schall descend. ? a 2500 Wycket (1828) 
p. xiv, Ye say that the manhoode of Christe descendeth into 
eche part of euery hoost. 2725 Pope Odyss. iv. 1012 And on 
the suitors let thy wrath descend. 2806 J. Forbes Lett.fr. 
France II. 400 The shades of evening began to descend. 
2871 R. Ellis Catullus 1 . xo Sleep nor quiet upon my eyes 
descended. 

f c. To disembark, land from a vessel ; to alight 
from a horse, carriage, etc. Obs. (as a specific sense). 

c 1477 Caxton Jason 73 b, They ben in entencion for to 
descende in colchos. £1489 [see Descending vbl.fb. 1], 
25x3 Douglas AEneis vm. 1. 22 To schaw..How Troianis 
war discend in Latium. 1548 Hall Chron. 176 b, They left 
their horses, & discended to fight on fote. x6oo E. Blount 
tr .Conestaggio 263 Having viewed the Hand fortified on all 
parts where he might descend. 

d. Astron etc. Of a heavenly body : (a) To 
move towards the horizon, sink. ( 6 ) To move 
southwards ; see also Descending ppl. a. 5 . 

C1391 Chaucer Astrol. 11. § 22 Than fond I the [2] degree 
of libra. . dessending on my west Orisonte. c 1500 Lancelot 
972 The sone discending closit in the vest. 2539 W. Cunning- 
ham Cosmogr. Glasse 23 The signes in equall tymes do 
ascend and descende. 1667 Milton P. L. iv. 541 The setting 
Sun Slowly descended. 1690 Leybourn Curs. Math. 832 
Mars. . from the Northern limit, .to U . .is North descending. 
1830 Hogg Flodden Field, Sol with broadened orb descend- 
ing Left fierce warriors still contending. 1882 Sharpless 
Astron. 21 If these northern or circumpolar stars be watched 
. .such as are to the west of the poly will descend. 

\ e. To descend into or within oneself : to betake 
oneself to deep meditation or consideration. Obs. 

a 1572 Knox Hist. Re/ Wks. (1846) I. 338 To move the 
hartis..of the trew servandis of God.. to discend within 
thaine selfisand deiplie to considder quhat shalbe the end of 
this pretended tyranny. 1594 T. B. La Primand. Fr. 
Acad. 11. ix Those Philosophers that, .descended not into 
themselues, to know themselues and their nature. 1671 
Milton P. R. ii. iii The while her Son.. with holiest 
meditations fed, Into himself descended, and at once All his 
great work to come before him set. 

2 . transf. To have a downward extension, direc- 
tion, or slope; to slope or extend downwards. 

c 1392 Chaucer Astrol. 1. § 4 A Iyne ]?at cometh dessend- 
inge fro the ryng down to the nethereste bordure. <72400 
Maundev, (1839) xxv. 259 It strecchethe toward the West 
. .descendynge toward the litille Armenye. 1600 J. Pory 
tr. Leo's A/rica 11. 236 Their streetes either descend or 
ascend, which is verie troublesome. 2684 R. H. School 
Recreat. 120 The dash Lines.. are added only when the 
Notes ascend above the Staff, or descend below it. 2798 
H. Skrine Tours Wales 155 With a gateway at each ex- 
tremity, as the hill descends. 1894 Christian World 27 Sep. 
712/1 To your right . . the fields descend from your feet to 
the Chesil Beach. 

fig. 2678 Cudworth Intell. Syst. 445 See, how the order 
and chain of this government descends down by steps and 
degrees, from the Supreme God to the Earth and Men. 

3 . To come down with or as a hostile force ; to 
make an incursion or attack ; to fall violently upon . 
(Cf. Come down g.) 

C1430 Lydg. Bochas 1. viii. C1544) 15 b, Zisara, which was 
discendid doun With a great hoost, 1548 Hall Chron. 227 b. 
The kyng of England your master, is neither descended in 
these partes of his owne fre mocion, nor yet of us requyred. 
2600 E. Blount tr. Conestaggio 188 That the Turke woulde 
descend upon his realme of Naples 2887 Bowen Virg. 
AEneid 1. 527 Not upon Libya’s hearths to descend with 
sword and with fire, 

f 4 . fig. To submit, yield, Obs. rare, 
c 1330 R, Brunne Chron. (1810) 134 In pes with 30W to 
lyue, & at sour conseil descend. Ibid. 270 To what manere 
of pes parties wille descend. 

5 . To proceed (in discourse or writing) to some- 
thing subsequent in time or order, or (esp.) from 
generals to particulars. 

1340 Ayenb. 123 Er]?an ich decendi to |>e uirtues byej> 
contraries to J ?e zeue zennes. c 1380 Wyclif Sel. Wks. III. 
513 To discende doun in special: e, fful mane articlis. .ben 
openly contrarie to )>e apostlis reule. 2576 F leming Panopl. 
Epist.406 From thence nee descendeth to particular affayres. 
<21627 Hieron Whs. II. 461 By these degrees did our Sauiour 
discend to this speech. 2630 Prynne Anti-Armin. 79 
Descend we unto Edward the VI his pious Raigne. 1657 
J. Smith Myst. Rhet. Ab, Whereby we having spoken of 


a thing in general, descend unto particulars. 2797 Burke 
Regie. Peace iii. Wks. VIII. 380 But let us descend to par- 
ticulars. 2827 Macaulay Ess., Machiavelli (1854) 32/1 
Historians rarely descend to those details from which alone 
the real state of a community can be collected. 

6. To come down ideally, mentally, or morally ; 
to condescend, stoop {to do something) ; usually in 
bad sense, to stoop to something unworthy. 

2554-9 T. Waterton in Songs <$• Ball. Ph. Mary 
(i860.} 9 Hath made wronge ryght, and from the truth 
desendyd. 1608 Bp. Hall Char. Virtues § V. 1. 54 If., 
he descend to disports of chance, his games shall never 
make him. . pale with feare. 2626 in Rushw. Hist. Coll. 
(1659) I. 225 He hath descended to make this Explanation. 
2707 Norris Treat. Humility iii. 99 To see men., descend 
to the meanest and un worthiest compliances. 2752 Johnson 
Rambler No. 208 F3, I have seldom descended to the arts 
by which favour is obtained. 2813 Byron Giaour xxxii, 
N ot oft to smile descendeth lie. 1829 Blachw. Mag. XXVI. 
599 Wordsworth. . descends to such babyisms. 1853 Lynch 
Sel/Improv. v. 129 A man should never descend to his 
company, but be should condescend to it. 

7 . To go or come down, fall, or sink, in any scale. 

2608-11 Bp. Hall Medit. <$• Vowes it. § 78 Winter comes 

on softly, first by colde dewes, then hoare frostes, untill at 
last it descende to the hardest weather of all. a 2625 
Fletcher False One v, ii, Thy glories now have touch’d 
the highest point, And must descend. 

Tb. Music. To proceed to a lower note ; to go 
down the scale. 

2597 Morley Introd. Mas. 81 It is vnpossible to ascende 
or descende in continuall deduction without a discord. 2674 
Playford Skill Mus. iii. 4 If the Notes descend a second. 
2706 A. Bedford Temple Mus. ix. 176 A Tune, which con- 
sisted of only Three Notes in Compass, Rising gradually in 
the first Part, and descending. . in the Second. 1848 Rimbault 
First Bk. Piano 35 In the Major Scale the two semitones 
retain their situations, both ascending and descending. 

c. Math. Of series : To proceed from higher to 
lower quantities or powers. See Descending ppl. 
a- 3 - 

1876 E. Brooks Philos. A rith. 347 The sum of the terms 
of an infinite series descending equals the first term divided 
by 1 minus the rate. 

** To come down by generation or inheritance. 

8. To be derived in the way of generation ; to 
come of spring frotn (an ancestor or ancestral 
stock), a. simply to descend ( from or of). Now 
rare in active voice. 

1375 Barbour Bruce 1. 61 Ony male That were in lyne 
ewyn descendand. c 1425 Wyntoun Cron. 1. xvii. 2 Fra 
Sem discendand lynealy. 2509 Fisher Fun. Serin. Ctess 
Richmond Wks. (1876) 290 They, .which descended of noble 
lygnage. 2600 Shaks. A , V. L. 1. ii. 241 Thou should’st haue 
better pleas’d me with this deede, Hadst thou descended 
from another house. 1780 J ohnson L . P., Congreve, William 
Congreve descended from a family in Staffordshire. 2788 
Gibbon Deal, F. (18461 IV. xli. 36 Although Theodatus 
descended from a race of heroes. 

b. Now nearly always in passive, to be descended 
{from, f of). 

c 1386 Chaucer Reeve's T. 64. 2399 Rolls 0/ Farit. III. 
423/1, I Henry of Lancastre . . am disendit by right Iyne 
of the Blode comyng from the gude lord Kyng Henry 
therde. c 1470 Harding Chron. (Lansd. MS. 200 fol. 3) So 
lynyall of his generacioun, bene discent. 2513D0UGLAS 
AEneis in. ii. 54 O 3e dour pepill discend from Dardanus, 
2582 Pettie Guazzo's Civ . Conv. 11. (1586) 82 b, Sayd to bee 
descended of Gentlemen. 1616 Surfl. & Markh, Country 
Farme 674 If a dog be not wel descended , . there can be 
little hope of his goodnesse. 17x2 Steele Sped. No. 78 r 8 
We are descended of ancient Families. 1818 Cruise Digest 
(ed. 2) III. 357 Such other collateral relations as were de- 
scended from the person who first acquired it. 

c. fig. To be derived, originate. (Const, as in 
a and b.) 

c 1400 A fol. Loll. 21 Contumacy descendend of swilk 
crime ; 1645 N. Stone Enchir. Fortif. 81 It would be vain 
to write the Etymologies of each word, much lease those 
descended of the Greeke. a 1726 Collier A gst. Despair 
(J.), Despair descends from a mean original ; the offspring 
of fear, laziness, and impatience. 

J d. trans. To trace down (lineage). Obs. rare , 

1572 J. Jones Bathes of Bath, Whose Genealogie .. may 
lineally be descended to your Honour. 

9 . intr. Of property, privileges, etc. : To come 
down by way of inheritance ; to pass to an heir. 

i486 Bk. St. Alban's, Her. C viij b, Bot the possession is & 
the patrimonyes descendid to other men. 2512 Act 4 Hen, 
VIII, c. 13 The premisses with ther appurtenaunces de- 
cended unto John last Duke of Norff. 1631 Gouge God's 
Arrows iii. § 93. 353 The Crown e and Kingdome by just 
and unquestionable title descended on her. 1667 Duchess 
of Newcastle Life Dk. N. (1886) 138 A good estate in the 
west, which afterwards descended upon . my Lord. 1668 
Hale Pref. Rolle's A bridgem. 7* Lands in Fee-simple dis- 
cend to the Uncle and not immediately to the Father. 2818 
Cruise Digest (ed. 2) II. 445 The defendant , . pleaded .. 
that the said reversion descended. 

b. transf Of personal qualities, etc. : To pass 
by heredity ; to be transmitted to offspring. 

1548 Hall Chron. 226 Of a certayne privie canker engen- 
dered in the hartes of their forefathers . . and after by lyneali 
succession descended into the stomackes of their nephewes. 
1713 Steele Englishman No. 28. 182 The eternal Mark of 
having had a wicked Ancestor descends to his Posterity. 
1843 Lever J. Hinton iv. (1878) 20 Our principles may come 
from our fathers ; our prejudices certainly descend from the 
female branch. 

II. Transitive senses. (Not in L.; both in Fr.] 
f 10 . (causal.) To cause to descend ; to bring or 
send down. Obs. 

2483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 21/1 Assoylle the synnars whan 
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thou descendest into helle them of thy partye. 1509 Hawes 
Past, Pleas, xxvix. xxi, I shew my power in every sundry 
wyse, Some to descend^ and on some to aryse. 1627-77 
Feltham Resolves 1. xiii. 22 As steps that descend us 
towards our Graues. 1677 Hale Print . Orig. Man. hi, iv. 
267 The Seminal Tincture of the Herb , . being again de- 
scended by Dews or Rain upon the . , Earth. 

Jig. 1598 Barckley Fettc. Man m. (1603) 265 Christ . . de- 
scended hiniselfe of the greatest nob ilitie that ever was in 
this world. 

f b. Old Chenu To distil r by descent’; see 
Descent i d. Obs . 

3471 Ripley Comp. Alch. Ep. in Ashrn. (1652) 115 First 
Calcine, and after that Putrefye, Dyssolve, Dystill, Sublyme, 
Descends, and Fyxe. 

11 . To go or come down (a hill, wall, flight of 
steps, etc.) ; to pass downwards over, along, or 
through (a space). 

1607 Topsell Fonrf. Beasts (1658) 49 Descending the lists 
of a second combats. 1632 J. Hayward tr. Biondis Fro- 
nt ena 122 With a ladder of cords . . speedily descended the 
walls. 1667 Milton P.L. xu. 606 They both descend the 
Hill. 1799 Colebrooke in Life 11873) 437 Laden on canoes 
and small boats, to descend the Mahdnadi, 1807 Hutton 
Course Math. II. 151 To find the space descended by a body 
in 7 seconds. 1891 E. Peacock N. Brendon I. 221 The two 
women descended the steps. 

t Descend, sb, Obs. rare. In 6 dyssendc. 
[f. prec. vb.] A descent ; a downward slope. 

1519 Presentm. Juries in Surtees Misc. (1890) 31 AH 
wattersewers and the dyssendis J?er off. . be dykid. 
Descendable ; var. of Descendible. 
Descendance, -ence (dfsemdans). Now rare. 
[a. F. descendance ( 1 3th c. in Littre), f. descend-re 
to Descend: in earlier use often spelt -ence as in 
med.L. descendentia : see -ance, -ence.] 

1 . The action or fact of descending or springing 
from a particular ancestor or origin ; «= De- 
scent 7 . 

1599 Minsheu Sp. Grant. 12 Etymologie . . this searching 
out of originall and descendence of words. 1630 Brath wait 
Eng. Gentlem. Ep. Ded., Lineall descendence. 1875 N. 
Amer. Rev. CXX. 238 With Mr. Darwin's Theory of De- 
scendence. 1885 H. Kendall in xgth Cent., The fact that 
Jesus Christ had descendance from King David. 1891 
Blackvu. Mag. CL. 7 12/ a A descendance that is not lineal 
either of mind or spirit. 

2 . concr. Descendants. (App. a corruption : cf. 
Descendant B. i, quot. 1623, and Accidence.) 

(Sir T. Elyot has inhabitance ^inhabitant si) 
a 1661 Fuller Worthies in. (1662) 60 In some descend- 
ance from the Duke of Norfolk, in the Stanhops and the 
Arundels, 

t Besce*ndancy, -ency. Obs. [f. as prec. 

+ -anct. Also spelt - ency after med.L. descen - 
dentia . ] a. The condition or quality of being de- 
scended. b. A stage in lineal descent, a generation ; 
* Descent 9. e.= D escendance. 

x6ox R. Johnson Kiugd . Contww. (1603) 257 The unfor- 
tunate successes hapned in his proper descendencie. 1630 
Ibid. 251 Placentia was not granted absolutely to the house 
of Farnesi but only to the/ourth descendencie, after which 
it returnes againe to the King of Spaine. a 16 41 Bp. Moun- 
tagu Acts $ Mon. (1642) 86 From Father to Son, in a con- 
tinued descendency. 1661 Morgan Spk. Gentry n. i. 6 To 
distinguish the degree of decendency. 1790 W. Combe Devil 
on Two Sticks (1817) I. 78 Their descendancy from the com- 
mon mother, Eve. 

Descendant, -ent (dzse*ndant), a. and sb. 
Also 6 descendant, fa. F. descendant (13th c. in 
Littre), pr. pple. of descendre to Descend, used as 
adj. and sb. Also spelt -ent after L. descendent-em : 
see -ANT, -ENT. 

Johnson gives Descendant sb., Descendent adj., and re- 
marks * It seems to be established that the substantive should 
derive the termination from the French, and the adjective 
from th e Latin V In the sb. sense 1, and the related sense 2 
of the adj. -ant is how always used ; in the other senses of 
both, - ent is perhaps preferable, but these are either obsolete 
or so rarely used as to make the distinction one of little 
practical moment.] 

A. adj. 

1 . lit. Descending ; coming or going down, rare . 
1644 Digby Nat. Bodies 1. (1645) 99 Theatre, .maketh one 

descendent body together with the dish. 1658 R. White 
tr. Digby's Pmvd. Symp. (1660) 59 The ascending water 
becoming more heavy then the descendant on the other side, 
x6pi Ray Creation (J.), This descendent juice is that which 
principally nourishes both fruit and plant. 1839 Bailey 
Festus (1848) 59/2 The descendent city of the skies, 
t b. Astron. (Cf. Descend v. i d.) Obs. 

1594 Blundevil Exerc. 111. 1. xL (ed. 7) 296 The Descen- 
dent [Signs] are these, Cancer, Leo, [etc]. 1631 Widdowes 
Nat. Philos. 14 The Ascendant [node] is higher where ( . . 
doth come nearest unto us. The descendant, when the { is 
removing from us. 1690 Leybourn Curs. Math. 818 The 
Descendent Node of the Moon. 

c. Her. Descending towards the base of the 
shield. 

1572 Bossewell A rtnorie n. 42 Their tayles. .descendante, 
percussed, and contercoloured, 

2. Descending or originating from an ancestor; 
alsoy%/, (See Descend v. 8.) 

1594 Parsons Confer. Success, n. viii. 184 Of the right 
descendant line of J&. John. a 16 41 Bp. Mountagu ’Acts 
Mon.h64z) 2 6 His Son . . descendent and extracted from 
his loines. 1725 Pope Odyssey 11. 313 Were not wise sons 
descendent [ed. 1758 descendant] of the wise. 1857 Ruskin 
Pol. Econ. Art in (1868) 1x2 The best and greatest of de- 
scendant souls. 


B. sb. 

1 . One who ‘ descends’ or is descended from an 
ancestor (see Descend v. 8) ; issue, offspring (in 
any degree near or remote) : a. of persons. 

260a E. Blount tr. Conestaggio 85 AH the descendents of 
Beatrice. 1623 in Rushw. Hist. Coll. (1639) L 86 Their 
Servants, Children, and Descendens. a 1729 S. Clarke 
On the Evidences Prop. 14 (R.) Abraham's descendents ac- 
cording to the flesh, 1794 Southey Poems, Retrospect, The 
last descendant of his race. 2871 Morley Voltaire (1886) 
34 A descendant of the conquering Franks. 2873 Poste 
Gains 265 From the rules of caducity ascendants and 
descendants of the testator to the third degree were ex- 
cepted. 

b. of animals and plants. 

1866 Darwin Orig. Spec. Hist Sk. 13 The existing forms 
of life are the descendants by true generation of pre-existing 
forms. 1867 H . Spencer Princ. Biol. II. vi. 431 The descen- 
dants of a wheat plant . . will have become numerous, 
e. fig. and iransf 

1869 Farrar Earn. Speech ii. (1873') 74 The Gothic language 
is absolutely dead . . it has left no direct descendants. 1871 
A. R. Wallace Nat. Select, viii. 295 Are not improved Steam 
Engines or Clocks the lineal descendants of some existing 
Steam Engine or Clock ? 1894 Chr. World 23 Aug.. 629/2 

The descendants of the Puritans — the Nonconformists of 
to-day. 

f 2 . Astron. The part of the heavens which at any 
moment is descending below the horizon (opposite 
to the Ascendant). Obs. 

1690 Leybourn Curs. Math. 385 The Descendent, or Angle 
of the West, or the Cuspis of the Seventh House, 
f 3 . Typogr. A letter that descends below the 
line ; « Descender* b. (Cf. Ascendant B. 7.) 

1676 Moxon Print Lett. 6 Descendents are those that 
stand lower than the Foot line : such as ar &g,p, q,y. 

Descended (dfse-nded), ppl. a. [f. Descend 
v. + -ed U] Derived, sprung from a person or stock. 
Usually as pa. pple. (see Descend v. 8 b) ; used as 
adj. only in combination. 

1640 Sir E. Dering Carmelite ( 1641) 46 Your Troy-dis- 
cended Romanes. 1665 Sir T. Herbert Treat. (1677) 2 
A well descended Gentleman, 

Descendental (dzsendemtal), a. nonce-wd. 
[f. L. descendent -ejrt f pr, pple. of descenders to 
Descend + -al: after transcendental l\ That de- 
scends to matter of fact ; naturalistic, realistic. 

1850 Whipple Ess. fy Rev. II. 342 Square, lover of Plato 
and Molly Segrim, with his brain full of transcendental 
morality, and his heart full of descendental appetites. 1860 
J. Young Prop. Reason 54 Since the days of Locke * . the 
philosophy of England has been only descendental. . 1863 
Reader I. 376/3 Mr. Mill belongs to what has been variously 
named the Empirical . . Sensational, or Descendental School 
of Philosophy. 

Hence Descen&emtaXism, -ist (nonce-wds.). 

. 1831 Carlyle Sort. Res. 1. x, With all this Descendental- 
ism, he combines a Transcendentalism no less superlative. 
2882 Whipple in Harper's Mag. L XV. 579 He belonged to 
the respectable race of descendentalists, and was evidently 
puzzled to understand how a transcendentalist could acquire 
property. 

t Descender 1 , fata. Obs. Also 6 decendre, 
6-7 discender. [a. F . descendre, pres. inf. used 
subst. : cf. attainder , remainder ; cf. -EE 4 .] De- 
scent ; title of descent. 

1485 Act 1 Hen. VII, c. 1 Subjects having cause of Action 
by Formedon in the descender, or else in the remainder. 
1523 Fitzherb. Surv. 13 To sue his pleynt in y } nature of 
the kynges writ of formdowne in deeendre at the commen 
la we. [1590 Swinburne Treat. Testaments 94 If the issue 
do recover the same in formdon in the discent,] 1598 
Kitchin Courts Led (i6ys'. 250 Formedon in Discender 
lyeth where the Donee in Tail or free Marriage aliens that 
Land so given. 1768 Blackstone Comm. III. 192 The heir 
in tail shall have this writ of formedon hi the descender, to 
recover these lands, so given in tail, against him who is then 
the actual tenant of the freehold. 

Descender 2 (disemdoi). [f. Descend v. +• 
-ER U] One who or that which descends. 

1667 Denham Direct. Paint, iv. ix. 3 Horrors and Anguish 
of Descenders there, May teach thee how to paint Descenders 
here. 1855 Grote Greece n. xcvi, XII. 507 An altar erected 
in honour of Demetrius JCatabates or the Descender. 1863 
Murphy Comm. Gen. xiii. 10 This river [Jordan] may well 
be called the Descender. 

b. Typogr. A letter or character that descends 
below the line ; cf. Descending ppl. a. 2 b. 

18B3 Are we to read backwards? 39 The modem Arabic 
figures-— uniform in linage— [are] more legible than the * old 
style * figures, with their many ascenders and descenders, 
Descendibi lity, rare. [f. next +-ity.] The 
property of being descendible. 

1765 Blackstone Comm. I. 200 He must necessarily take 
the crown . . with all It’s inherent properties ; the first and 
principal of which was it’s descendibility. 

Descendible, -able (dfsemdib’l, 4 b’l), a, 
[In 1 6th c. descendable, a. OF. descendable : subseq. 
conformed to L. analogies, as in ascendibilis from 
ascendPrel\ 

1 . That descends or may descend to an heir; 
capable of being transmitted by inheritance. 

149S Act 11 Hen. VII, c. 49 The Lordshippes , . [shall be] 
descendable and discend to the heires att Commen Lawe. 
*574 tr. Littleton's Tenures 116a, Wher tenements bee dy- 
scendable to the yonger sonne after the custome of borough 
Englishe. 1622 Calus Stat. Sewers (1647) *9* If the son had 
attained this Freedom by the death of his father, as a thing 
descendible. 1765 Blackstone Comm. I. 404 Which title is 
. . usually descendible to the issue male. 2822 W. Taylor in 


Monthly Mag. LIII. 103, I make their whole property de- 
scendable only to the first-begotten son. x868 Sat. Rev, 
17 Oct. 52 x The Derwent water earldom was only descendible 
to heirs male. 

f 2 . Having the property of descending or moving 
downwards. Obs. rare. 

1622 Callis Stat. Sewers ( 1824) 164 He may make a trench 
in his own grounds to let the water run downwards, and to 
descend upon his neighbour’s grounds, for water is an ele- 
ment descend ible jure natttrse. 

3 . Capable of being descended ; down which one 
may go. rare. 

1730-6 Bailey (folio', Descendable, which may descend or 
be descended, or gone down. 1753 Johnson, Descendible , 
such as may be descended ; such as may admit of a passage 
downwards. 1863 Sat. Rev. 4x8 Descendible by zigzag 
Indian paths, traversing the face of the rocky walls. 

Descending (disemdig), vbl. sb. [f. Descend 

V. + -ING L] 

1 . The action of the verb Descend (q.v.) ; descent, 
going down. 

^1489 Caxton Blanchardyn xviii, 56 At the descendyng 
of theyr enemyes to lande. 1572 J. Jones Bathes of Bath 
Pref. 2 Some with . . Descendings, Ascend ings the partes 
wasted, etc. 1638 Sir T. Herbert T rav. (ed. 2)146 A preci- 
pice, downe which is no descending, 1690 Locke Govt. 1. 
xi. (Rtldg.) 119 The descending ahd conveyance down of 
Adam’s, .dominion to posterity. 1802 Southey Poems , Ode 
Astron., All Ether laugh’d with thy descending. 
f2. concr. A downward slope, declivity, descent. 

1490 Caxton Eneydos lv. 152 Atte the descendynge of the 
hille. 1583 J. B. tr. Viret’s Sch. Beastes B iij, The first de- 
scending, .is. .croked and with many turninges. 
f b. Extension downwards. Obs. 

1627 Capt. Smith Seamans Gram. x. 30 The height or 
eieuation. .should answer the descending or depth. 

Descending (di'semdiq), ppl. a. [f. Descend 
v. + -ing *.] That descends. 

1 . lit. Moving downwards, coming down, 

a 1700 Dryden (j .), He cleft his head with one descending 
blow. 1799 Colebrooke in L ife (1873) 423 The resin exudes 
from the descending sap. 1858 Lardner Hand-bk. Nat . 
Phil. 215 The descending column . .falls, .in a closed cistern, 

2 . transf. Directed or extending downwards ; 
esp. in Aitat., Dot., etc., as descending aorta , colon t 
axis, ovule , etc, (opp. to Ascending ppl. a. 3). 

1737 Bracken Farriery Impr. (1756) L 92 The ascending 
or descending Trunk of the Aorta. z8xo Southey Kekama 
xvi. viii, Descending steps, which in the living stone Were 
hewn. 1869 Oliver Indian Bot. 1. i. 15 The root being the 
descending, the stem the ascending portion of the axis. 

b. Typogr. Applied to letters that have a tail 
or stem extending below the line. (Cf. Ascending 
ppl. a. 1 b.) 

1676 Moxon Print Lett. 6 The Bottom-line is the line that 
bounds the bottom of the Descending Letters. 3:889 T. 
MacKellar Amer. Printer 6t There are ,. descending 
letters in both Roman and Italic, 

c. Pier, * Descendant a. 1 c ; esp. having the 
head turned toward the base of the shield, 

3 . fig. Proceeding to what is lower in position or 
value, or later in order (cf. Descend v. 5) ; in Math. 
of series : Proceeding from higher to lower quanti- 
ties or powers ; thus 8, 4, 2, i, etc. is a descend- 
ing series in geometrical progression. 

1642 Jer. Taylor F.pisc. (1647) 41 Schisms and Heresies 
. . should multiply in descending ages. x8x6 tr. Lacroix's 
Dijf. 4 * Int. Calculus 234 I f we wished to have a descending 
series with respect to x, we must give the proposed differ- 
ential the form [etc.]. 1822 Shelley Hellas 330 To stem the 
torrent of descending time. 1874 Morley Compromise (1886) 
28 The establishment . . of an ascending and descending 
order among the facts. 

4 . F ailing in pitch, stress, or other physical quality. 
Descending rhythm, a rhythm composed of feet in which 

the accented syllable is followed by the unaccented as in 
the trochee, dactyle, etc. Descending diphthongs falling 
Diphthong q. v. 

5 . Descending node (Astron.) 1 that node of a 
planet’s orbit at which it passes from north to south 
of the ecliptic. 

1696 Whiston T It. Earth xi. (1722) 188 Its descending Node 
was then also in ..due Position. 1727-51 Chambers Cyct., 
Descending latitude, is the latitude of a planet in its return 
from the nodes to the equator. 1755 B. Martin Mag. Arts 
4- Sc, n.vii. 159 The Descending Node, marked thus 0 . *868 
Lockyer Heavens (ed. 3) 170. 

Hence Bescemdingly adv. 

16x4 Sylvester Du Bartas, Bethulia's Rescue iv. 568 
Two twinkling Sparks, Two sprightfull Jetty eyes ..’Twixt 
these two Suns, down from this liberal front, Descendingly 
ascends a pretty Mount. 1882 Proctor in Knowledge 24 
Mar. 449 The Feast of Tabernacles was .. ruled by the 
passage of the sun Over the equator descendingly. 
Descens(e : see Descend®, 

DescensiOB (dsfee-njan). Now rare. Forms: 
4-6 descent-, discen-, dyscen-, -eio(u)n, -cyo(u)n, 
-sioun, -syon, (6 decension), 6-7 descention, 
(7 desention.), 6- descension. [a. OF. descen- 
sion (14th c. in Godef.), ad. L. descension-em going 
down, n. of action from descenders to Descend.] 

I. The action of descending ; going or coming 
down, descent {lit. and fig.). Now rare. 

a 1420 Hoccleve De Reg. Princ. 31 For she knewe no lower 
■ descensioun. Save onely dethe. 1526. Pilgr. Perf. (W, de W. 
1531) 2 6x The blessed descensyon of his soule to Limbo, 
1549 Coverdale Erasm. Par , Eph. iv. 10 The descencion is 
before, and the ascencion after. 2597 Shaks. 2 Hen. IV, il 
ii. 193 From a god ■ to a. built a heavy descension. I It was 
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loves case. 1616 R. Carpenter Past. Charge 54 The de- 
scensioa of the holy Ghost vpon the Apostles. 165a Peyton 
Catastr. Ho. Stuarts (1731) 16 This Bishop maintained 
Christ’s personal Descension into Hell. 1657 Austen Fruit 
Trees 1. 101 As a Tree increaseth by ascension of sap, so it 
would decrease by its descension. 1881 Raymond Mining 
Gloss, , Descension- theory, the theory that the material in 
veins entered from above. 

fb. concr. The alleged term for a flight of 
‘woodwales ’ (woodpeckers). Ohs. 

a 1479 in Caxton Hors , Stupe $ G. etc. (1822) 30 A discern 
cion of wodewalis. 

f 2 . Descent from an ancestor ; lineage. Ohs. 

1447 Bgkenham Seyntys (Roxb.) 45 For more cler undur- 
stondynge Of this genealogyai descencyoun. 1523 Ld. 
Berners Froiss. I. Ixiv. 86 heading. The duke dyed without 
heyre, wherby the dyscencion fell. 

t 3 . A falling in dignity or importance ; a coming 
down from dignity or high station ; condescension. 

1609 Middleton Shirley Ambass . Wks. 1886 VIII. 314 
Whatsoever is dishonourable hath a base descention, and 
sinks beneath hell. 1642 Sir E. Bering Sp. on Relig. 108 
Wherefore is this descension from a Parliament to a People? 
1692 R. L’Estrange Josephus' Antiq.vm. iii. (1733)215 To 
treat them with Courtesy and Descension. 

f 4 . Old Chem. -Descent 1 d. Ohs. 

1393 Gower Con/. II. 86 Forth with the congelation, Solu- 
cion, discention. 1559 Morwyng Evonym . Pref., The oyl 
Capnistrum. .that is destilled by descention. 1612 Woodall 
Surg . Mate Wks. (1653) 2 7° Descension is when the essential 
juyce dissolved from the matter to be distilled, is subducted 
and doth descend. 1657 in Phys. Diet. 

f 5 , Astron. The setting, or descent below the 
horizon, of a celestial body. Right descension , 
oblique descension of a celestial body : the degree 
of the celestial equator, reckoned from the first 
point of Aries, which sets with it in a right, or 
oblique, sphere. Ohs. (Cf. Ascension 3.) 

1551 Records Cast . Knowl. (1556) 209 In the Righte Sphere 
. . the descensions or settinges vnder the Horizont are equall 
with the Ascensions. 1594 Blundevil Exerc. in. 1. xxix. 
(ed. 7) 337, 1 will proceed to the ascention and descention of 
the starres, both right, meane, and oblique. 1658 Sir T. 
Browne Hydriot, v, Our longest sun sets at right descen- 
sions. 1726 tr. Gregory's Astron. I. 225 There will be no 
rising or setting at all by the diurnal Motion, and therefore no 
Ascension or Descension in this Sphere. 1876 G. F. Chambers 
Astron. 912 Ascension, oblique . . the converse word is * de- 
scension , but it is obsolete. 

f 8. Astrol. The part of the zodiac in which a 
planet was supposed to have least influence (opp. 
to exaltation). Ohs. 

c 1391 Chaucer Astrol. ir. § 4 That he [the lord of the 
ascendant] be nat in his descencioun, ne ioigned with no 
planete in his discencioun. 15.. t A lmanakJ?r the Year 
1386’, 2 On j?e 7 syne fro exaltacion of euerilk a planyte, 
in like degre es made his descensyon. 

Besce'nsional, a. rare. [f. prec. + -AL.] Of 
or pertaining to descension. 

1727-51 Chambers Cycl., Descensional difference, is the 
difference between the right and oblique descension of the 
same star, or point of the heavens, etc. 1840 Herschel 
Ess. (1857) 137 There must be constantly in action, .a dis- 
censional force producing subaqueous currents. rSSa Nature 
XXVII. 177 The ascensional and descensional movements 
of the atmosphere. 

Bescensiire (dfse'nsiv), a. [f. L. descens -, ppl. 
stem of descendere : see -ive.] 

1 . Having the quality of descending (lit. and Jg.) ; 
characterized by downward movement or tendency; 
the opposite of ascensive. 

2621 Cotgr., Descensoire, descensiue, descending. 1658 
Manton Exp. Jude 3 There is in man a natural desire to do 
bis posterity good ; love is descensive, 1811 W. Taylor in 
Monthly Mag. XXXI. 425 Either from ascensive or descen- 
sive opinion. 1882 Owen in Longm. Mag. I. 68 The mam- 
mals who follow next after Bimana in the descensive series 
of mammalian orders. 

2 . Gram. Diminishing the force; cf. Ascen- 
sive 2. 

1854 Ellicott Ep. Gal. 39 Kat has also what may be termed 
a descensive force. 

t Desce*nsory, eh. Old Chem. Also 6 dee-, 
disc-, [ad, O F, descensoire, - oir , med ,L. type descen - 
sorium , f. descensorius adj. : see next, 

(Cf. ‘l’huyle duraesme bois destill6 par ce queles alche- 
mistes appellent descensoir ’ of 1555 in Godefroy.)] 

A vessel or retort used for distillation ‘by de- 
scent * : see Descent i d. 

c 1586 Chaucer Can. Yearn. Prol. $ T. 239 Sondry vessels 
maad of erj?e. and glas Oure vrinals and oure descensories. 
1584 R. Scot Discov. Witcher, xiv. i. 295 Also their lamps 
their urinalles, discensories, sublimatones, alembicks, viols, 
croslets, cucurbits, stillatories, and their fornace of calcin- 
ation. *594 Plat Chem. Concl. 31 Some commend the dis- 
tillation . . that is performed by a descensorie. 1678 R. 
R[ussell] Geber 11. l iv. xii. 112 A chymical Descensory. 

+ Besce'nsory, a. Old Chem. [ad. L, des- 
censori-us , f. descent-, ppl. stem of descendere to 
Descend : see -ory.] Relating to, or of the nature 
of, distillation by descent. 

1678 R. R[ussell] Geber v. iv. 275 The Descensory Fur- 
nace is made as before described, 5684 tr. Bone fs Merc. 
Compit. v. 146 The specifiek properties of Liquors perish in 
descensory distillation. 

Descent (dfse'nt). Also 5 dessente, 5-6 dis- 
sent, 5-7 discent, 6 diseente. [a. F. descente 
(1304 in Hatzf.), formed from descendre after 
attente, vente, etc. from attendre, vendre, etc., the 
etymological form being Descenoe, -ense.] 


1. The action of descending ; a going or coming 
down ; downward motion (of any kind). 

2590 Sir J. Smyth Disc. Weapons 28 In their discents and 
fall. 1606 Shaks. Tr. 4 Cr. v. ii. 175 Not the dreadfull 
spout. .Shall dizzie with more clamour Neptunes eare In his 
discent. 2659 Pearson Creed (2839) 319 J t is to be observed, 
that the descent into hell was not in the ancient creeds or 
rules of faith. 2698 Kexll Exam. Th. Earth (1734) 163 The 
great resistance they met with in their descent through the 
Air. 2866 G. Macdonald Ann. Q. Neighb . vii. (1878; 225, 

I do not think the descent to Avernus is always easy, 
b. fig. (of an immaterial agent or influence). 
c 2374 Chaucer Troy bus 1. 329 Lest fully the descente Of 
scome fille on himself. 1875 J owett Plato (ed. 2) I. 259 The 
descent of a great storm may make the pilot helpless. 

C. Corresp. to trans. sense of the verb ^Descend v. 21). 
2612 Cory at Crudities 80 The descent of the mountaine 
I found more wearysome . . then the ascent. 1748 F. Smith 
Voy. Disc. N.-W. Pass. I. 95 The Sides high Marble Clifts, 
not difficult of Descent. Mod. A new descent of the Schroff- 
spitze has been effected. 

f d. Old Chem. A method of distillation ; see 
quot. 1727 . Ohs. 

2655 Culpepper Riverius vi. i. 233 The Oyl is made of 
Box cut in smal pieces, and then Distilled by descent, in 
two Vessels. 2737-52 Chambers Cycl. s.v. Distillation , Dis- 
tillation by descent is where the fire is applied on the top, 
and all around the vessel, whose orifice is at the bottom ; 
and, consequently, the vapour not being able to rise up- 
wards, it is forced to precipitate, and distil down to the 
bottom. 

e. Her. In descent', said of an animal represented 
as leaping or flying downwards. 

2727-51 Chambers Cycl. 1727 Bailey vol. II. s.v., A lion 
in descent. 

f. Dynamics. The downward motion of a body 
under the influence of terrestrial gravit)L 

2700 J. Craig in Philos. Trans. Abridg. IV. 542 {title), 
The Curve of Quickest Descent. 2706 Phillips (ed. Kersey), 
Descent of heavy Bodies (in Philos.) is the tendency of them 
to the Center of the Earth. 2727-52 Chambers Cycl., s. v., 
Laws of the descent of bodies . . Line of swiftest Descent , 
is that which a body falling by the action of gravity, de- 
scribes in the shortest time ; which is proved by geometri- 
cians to be the cycloid. 

2. concr. A downward slope, a declivity. 

2592 Spenser Virgil s Gnat 77 Spread themselves farre 
abroad through each descent. 1611 Bible Luke xix. 37 At 
the descent of the mount of Oliues. 2726 Leoni Alberti’s 
Archit. I. 20/2 If it stands upon a Descent. 1887 Bowen 
Virg. AEneid vi. 282 Massive ash-trees roll from the moun- 
tains down the descent. 

b. A means of descending ; a way, passage, or 
flight of steps leading downwards. 

Descent into the Ditch {Mil.): see quot. 2803. . 

1634 Massinger Very Woman iv. ii, Fitting his chamber 
With trapdoors and descents. 1706 Phillips (ed. Kersey;, 
Descent into the Moat or Ditch. 2734 tr. R oilin’ sAnc. Hist. 
(1827)11.111144 Descents by steps to the river. 1745 Pococke 
Descr. East II. n. 73 There were about fourty- three degrees 
of seats, and eleven descents down from the top., those 
descents are made by dividing each seat into two steps. 1803 
James Milit. Diet. (1810) s.v., Descents into the Ditch {des- 
cent es dans le fossi ), cuts and excavations made by means of 
sups in the counterscarp beneath the covert way [i. e. to 
enable the besiegers to cross the ditch]. *887 Ruskin 
Prseterita II. 299 The rampart walk, unbroken except by 
descents and ascents at the gates. 

fc. That to which one descends; the lowest 
part. Ohs. {nonce-use.) 

1605 Shaks. Lear v, iii. 137 From th’ extremes! vpward of 
thy head, To the discent and dust below thy foote. 

3. A sudden hostile invasion or attack, esp. from 
the sea, or from high ground : cf. Descend v . 3. 

1600 E. Blount tr. Conestaggio 294 Some small peeces of 
artillery, to hinder their descent, 2697 Dryden Virg. 
Georg. 11. 710 He hears, hut hears from far, Of Tumults, 
and Descents, and distant War. 2698 T. Froger Voy. 26 It 
was determin’d to make a Descent upon the Country, to 
take the King prisoner. 2816 Scott Old Mort. Introd., 
Argyle was threatening a descent upon Scotland. 2874 
Green Short Hist, vii, § 8. 430 A daring descent of the 
English forces upon Cadiz. 

4. Jig. A coming down to a lower state or con- 
dition; fall, decline, sinking ; progress downwards 
to that which is lower or subordinate. 

2667 Milton P. L. ix. 263 Oh, foul descent ! that I, who 
erst contended With gods to sit the highest, am now con- 
straind Into a Beast, and mixt with bestial slime, a 2704 
Locke (J.), Observing such gradual and gentle descents 
downwards, in those parts of the creation that are beneath 
men. 2889 Spectator oh Oct. 540 Since the descent to house- 
hold suffrage. 

b. A stage or step downward in any scale ; a 
degree below. ? Ohs. 

2589 Greene Menaphon (Arb.) 42 Her birth was byynanie 
degrees greater than mine, and my woorth by manie discents 
lesse than hers. 1667 Milton P. L. viii. 420 Infinite de- 
scents Beneath what other Creatures are to thee. ^ 2728 
Young Love Fame 1. (2757) 84 With what a decent pride he 
throws his eyes Above the man by three descents less wise? 

5. With reference to physical qualities: A fall, 
lowering (of the pitch of sound, temperature, etc.). 

258* Mulcaster Positions x. (1887) 58 Their perorations, 
and closinges, with a discent, and fall of the voice. _ 2836 
Macgillivray tr. Humboldt's Trav. i. 24 The proximity of 
a sand-bank is indicated by a rapid descent of the tempera- 
ture of the sea at its surface. Mod. A sudden descent of an 
octave in the melody. 

6 . fa. The action of proceeding in sequence, 
discourse, or argument, to what is subsequent ; 
subsequent part or course ; succession. Ohs. b. The 
action of descending from generals to particulars. 


c. Logic. An inference from a proposition contain- 
ing a higher to one containing a lower term. 

1642 Jer. Taylor Episc. (1647) 35 What also the faith of 
Christendome was concerning the Minister of confirmation 
. . I shall make evident in the descent of this discourse. 
2655-60 Stanley Hist. Philos. (1701) 73/2 These five, Thales, 
Anaximander, Anaximenes, Anaxagoras, Archelaus, by con- 
tinul Descent succeeding one another, compleat the lonick 
Sect. 

7. The fact of * descending * or being descended 
from an ancestor or ancestral stock ; lineage. 

c 2330 R. Brunne Citron. (1810) 249 pis ilk bre barons, 
J?orgh descent of blode, Haf right & resons to pe eoroune. 
2393 Gower Conf. III. 230 Which rightfull heire was by 
descent, c 2430 Lydg. Hors, Shepe, <$■ G. 9 in Pol. Pel. # L. 
Poems ( 1866) 25 Cryste whiche lynally aoune came Be dissent 
conveyed the pedegrewe Frome the patryarke Abrahame. 
1530 Palsgr. 213/2 Descent of lynage, descente. 2559 Mirr. 
blag., Pall R. Tresilian v, By discent a gentleman. *634 
W. Tirwhyt tr. Balzac's Lett . 123, 1 would draw his descent 
from Hector, or Achilles. 2728 Young Love Fame m. {2757) 
204 A Welch descent, which well-paid heralds damn ; Or, 
longer still, a Dutchman’s epigram. 2839 Yeowell Anc. 
Brit, Ch. xiii. (1847) 242 A chieftain of imperial descent. 
2856 Froude Hist, Eng. (1858) I. ii. 207 The descent in the 
female line was not formally denied. 

b. transf. of animals and plants ; in Biol, ex- 
tended to origination of species ( = Evolution 6 c). 

2638 Sir T. Herbert Trav. (ed. 2) 192 Many Camells 
abound here .. The Dromodarie and it are of one descent, 
but varie according to the Countrie. 1859 Darwin Grig. 
Spec. (1871) 317 On the theory of descent with modification. 
287* — {title). The Descent of Man and Selection in relation 
to Sex. 2882 Vines Sachs' Bot. 776 Descent determines the 
specific character of the growth, 1884 J. Fiske Evolutionist 
xiv. 366 The researches . . into the palasontology of the horse 
have established beyond question the descent of the genus 
eqttus from a five -toed mammal not larger than a pig, and 
somewhat resembling a tapir. 

atirib. 2871 Darwin Desc. Man xi. 388 In accordance 
with the descent-theory, we may infer that [etc.]. 

O. Jg. Derivation or origination from a parti- 
cular source. 

C1530 Remedie of Lone (R.), Ransake yet we would.. Of 
this worde the true orthographic, The verie discent of ethi- 
mologie. 1707 Curios, hi Husb. %■ Card. Pref. 4 Whenever 
I cannot fully discover the Rise and Descent of any Effect. 
2803 Med. Jrnl. IX. 108 Its visitation . . in the present year, 
is deducible from a similar descent. 

-f 8 . a A line of descent, lineage, race, stock. 

C2330 R. Brunne Chron. (2810) 206 Elizabeth J>e gent, fair 
lady was sche, Tuo sons of per descent, tuo douhters ladies 
fre. 2605 Verstegan Dec. Intell. iii. (1628) 63 Of whose de- 
scents are since issued the greatest Princes at this present 
in Germanie. 2618 Chapman Hesiod 1. 228 Then form'd our 
Father Jove a Third Descent, Whose Age was Brazen. 

f b. A descendant (lit. and Jg.) ; also, descen- 
dants collectively, offspring, issue. Ohs. 

2475 Bk. Noblesse (2860) 23 The noble actys of the seyd 
erles of Angew wy th her lynealle dessentys. 2602 Holland 
Pliny I. 67 Augusta of the Taurines, an ancient descent 
from the Ligurians. *625 Chapman Odyss. vi. 22 She went 
Up to the chamber, where the fair descent Of great Alcmous 
slept. 2667 Milton P. L. x. 979 Our descent . .Which must 
be born to certain woe, devourd By Death at last. 

9. A stage in the line of descent ; a generation. 

*523 More in Grafton Chron. (2568) II. 809 Which house 

. .enjoyed the same [crown] three discentes. 2593 Bilson 
Govt. Christ's Ch. 7 Euen twelue descents after the flood. 
2673 .Ray Joum. Low C . 308 Such as can prove their 
Gentility for three or four Descents. 1763-9 Blackstone 
Comm. (1793) 252 After a breach of the succession that con- 
tinued for three descents. *818 Hallam Mid. Ages (2872) 
II. 67 A lineal succession of four descents without the least 
opposition. 

10. Law. The passing of property (in England 
only of real property) to the heir or heirs without 
disposition by will ; transmission by inheritance. 

c 1330 R. Brunne Chron.. (1810) 243 To haf J>e scheld }?orgh 
heritage descent, c *460 Fortescue Abs. # Lint. Mon. ix, 
The grete lordis of }> e londe, by reason off nev Dissentes 
ffallyng vnto ham, by reason also off mariages, Purchasses, 
and o)>er titles, schal often tymes growe to be gretter than 
thay be now, *523 Fitzherb. Surv. Prol., Than if the 
owner make a true pee degre or eonueyaunce by diseente 
or by purchace vnto the said landes. 2628 Coke On Litt. 
23 b. Discent signifieth when lands do by right of blood fall 
un to any after the death of his ancestors. *828 Cruise Digest 
(ed, 2) I. 303 That fines should be paid upon admittance, as 
well upon alienation as descent. 2858 Ld. St. Leonards 
Handy-bk. Prop. Law xx iii. 277 No real property .. can 
pass otherwise than by grant by deed . . or by descent or 
devise, whereas mere personal property will pass by delivery 
from hand to hand. 

tb. Descent cast: transmission by inheritance 
actually effected (with special reference to its bear- 
ing on an outstanding adverse claim) ; cf. Cast z>. 
36. Ohs, 

[a 2626 Bacon Max. $ Uses Com. Law i. (2636) 3 If I make 
a feoffment in fee, upon condition that the feoffee shall in- 
feoffe over, and the feoffee be disseised, and a discent [be] 
cast.] a 1845 Stephens Comment. Laws Engl. {1868) III. 
5x8 An Act was passed in the year 2833 (3 & 4 Will. IV. c. 27) 
containing, .the provisions, .that no descent cast or discon- 
tinuance happening after 31st Dec. 2833, should toll or 
defeat any right of entry or action for the recovery of land. 

C. transf. and Jg. Transmission of a title, dig- 
nity, personal quality, etc. to heirs or to offspring. 

2413 Pilgr. Sowle iv, vii. (Caxton 2483) 61 The synne of 
Adam hath atteyned to men by . , descent of kyndely hery- 
tage. c i6ix Chapman Iliad 11. 156 His in corrupted sceptre 
. , his sceptre of descent, a *704 Locke (J.), If the agree- 
ment and consent of men first gave a sceptre into any one's 
hand, that also must direct its descent and conveyance. 


DESCEimVE, 


DESCRIPTION 


•j- Besce*ntive, Oh. rare. In 6 disc-, [f. 

prec. + -iv k.] Descending ; — Descensive. 

1559 Nashe Lenten Stnjfe 7 The notable immunities, fran- 
chises, priuileges she is endowed with .. by the discentiuc 
line of Kings from the Conquest. 

Desceptation, obs. var. of Disceptatiok. 
tBeSCe'rcle, V' Obs. rare. [a. QF.dcs-, dccer- 
Her, f. des-, dd~ (De- I. 6) + cercle circle, hoop. 
The mod. repr, would be decircle.] trans . To 

deprive of its circle or circles. 

To descercle a helm : cf. Circle sb. 10 b. 

1485 Caxton Chas. Gt. 102 Rolland . . araught maradas 
vpon his helms, that he descerlded and departed it. 

Descern, Desees, -eeise, Descharge, De- 
scide, Descipher, Deseition, obs. ff. Discern 
(Decern), Decease, Discharge, Decide, De- 
cipher, Decision. 

1644 Prynne & Walker Fiennes' Trial 118 Thesupreame 
Councell of the Realme to whose deseition it belongeth. 
t Desci 'd& 9 v. Oh. rare. [f. L. de-scindere or 
di-scindere to divide, or dis-cidcre to cut in pieces.] 
To cut, indent. 

1657 Tomlinson Return's Disp. 324 Its leafs are variously 
descided and serrated in their circuit, 

DescI- : see Discl-. 

Descloizite (dridorzoit). Min. [named from 
Descloizeaux, a French mineralogist.] A vanadate 
of lead and zinc, an orthorhombic mineral, of olive- 
green colour, occurring in small crystals on a sili- 
cious and ferruginous gangue from South America 
(Dana). 

Desconfite, -ure, obs. ff. Discomfit, -ure. 
Bescrial (dfskraral). [f. Descry v . 1 + -al 
II. 5,] Discovery of something obscure or distant. 

1605 A nsw. Discov. Rom. Docir. 1 The strange D Iscriall of 
this great Discouerer. 

Describa'bi'lity. [f. next : see -ity.] Capa- 
bility of being described. 

a. 1866 J. Grote Exam. Utilit. Philos, ii. (1870) 38 A defi- 
niteness or describability as to happiness. 

Describable (d/skrorbab’l), a. [f. Describe 
v. + -ABLE.] Capable of or admitting description. 

1802 Paley Nat. Theol. ix. (R.), Keill has reckoned up, in 
the human body, four hundred and fourty-six muscles, dis- 
sectible and describable. 1877 Lady Brassey Voy. Sunbeam 
xv. (1878) 269 Another shade, only describable by the term 
molten lava colour. 

Describble, v. nonce-tvd. [f. scribble after de- 
scribe. ] trans. To scribble an account of. 

1794 Miss Gunning Packet IV. 275 , 1 can, as you find, 
describble Richard and Sarah Adams ; but . . to describe 
would be absolute presumption. 

Describe (dzlskrorb), v. Also 6-7 descry be, 
discrybe, 8 discribe, [ad. L. describ-ere to copy 
off, transcribe, write down, write off, sketch off in 
writing or painting, mark off, etc., f. De- I. 2 + 
scribere to write. Preceded in ME. use by descrive 
(through OF.), of which describe may be considered 
as an assimilation to the orig. L. form. The spell- 
ing dis- arose from confusion with words having the 
prefix des-, dis- : see Des-.] 
fl. To write down, set forth in writing or in 
written words ; to transcribe, copy out. Obs. 

1526 Pilgr. Pet -f. (W. de W, 1531) 233 So Peter Bercharius 
in his dictionary describeth it. 1607 Topsell Serpents (1653) 
625 Whose verses I will here describe {verses follow], 1649 
Ter. Taylor Gt. Exemp. Exhort. § 12 Christ our Lawgiver 
hath described all his Father’s will in Sanctions and Signa- 
tures of laws. 

f b. To write down in a register ; to enrol. Obs. 
1535 Coverpale i Ckron. iv. 41 These that are now de- 
scribed by name. 1614 Raleigh Hist. World II. iv. v. § 6. 
218 He was indeed gone into /Egypt . . describing a royal! 
Army, a 1667 Jer. Taylor Whs. (1835) I. 262 (Cent. Diet.) 
His name was described in the book of life* 
f c. To write down as one’s opinion ; to declare, 
state. Oh. rare . 

177Z Fletcher Checks Wks. 1795 II. 300 Is it modest to 
describe ecathedra, that the dead Ephesians . . could not 
work for life ? 

2 . To set forth in words, written or spoken, by 
reference to qualities, recognizable features, or cha- 
racteristic marks; to give a detailed or graphic 
account of. (The ordinary current sense.) 

1513 Bradshaw St.Werburgei. 203 As auncyent Cronycles 
descryben it full playne. 1538 Starkey England 11. i. 144 
Hys perfayt state . . of vs before descrybyd. 1697 Dryden 
Virg. Georg, iv. 220 Describe we next the Nature of the 
Bees. 1727 Swift Gulliver n. viii. 173 Discribing the rest 
of his household-stuff. *833 Lamb Elia. Ser. 11. Wedding, 
I am ill at describing female apparel. 1874 Morley Com- 
promise (1886) 38 He was described for us . , by a master 
hand. # ■ 

b. with complement. 

1594 Hooker 1 Sect. Pol. 1. Hi. (16x1) 7 The institution 
thereof is described as being established. x6oo E. Blount 
tr. Conesiaggio 314 That the Hand was no less© fortified 
then had beene described unto them. 18x8 Cruise Digest 
(ed. 2) V. 71 Glanville describes a fine to be an accommoda- 
tion of a .. suit. 1875 J owett Plato (ed. 2) IV. 23 Pleasures 
as well as opinions may be described as good or bad. 

3 . T o set forth in delineation or pictorial repre- 
sentation ; to represent, picture, portray ; in quot. 
1526 fig. Oh. ox arch. 

1526 Tindale Gal. iii. x To whom Jesus Christ was de- 
scribed before the eyes. 1535 Coverdalk Ezefe. iv. x Take 
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a tyle . . and descrybe vpon the cite off Ierusalem. 1600 
J. Pory tr. Leo's Africa n, 149 Then describe they certaine 
signes upon the hands and forehead. 1620 E. Blount Hone 
Subsec. 352 A Gladiatore . . admirably described in Marble. 
1665 Sir T. Herbert Trav. (1677) 362 Accept the preceed- 
ing Map . . This describing India on the other side Ganges. 
1774 J. Bryant Mythol. 11 . 123 We find the Sun to be de- 
scribed under the appearance of a bright star. 

f b. Of things: To represent or stand for pic- 
torially. Obs. 

1643 Vicars Looking-glass Malign. 13 The picture of a 
man in a tub . . to describe a Roundhead. 1703 Moxon 
Mech. Exerc. 317 These twelve Divisions are to describe 
the twelve Hours of the Day. 1793 Smeaton Edystone L . 
§ 121 A second model . . to describe the external form. 

4 . To delineate, mark out the form or shape of, 
trace the outline of (a geometrical figure, etc.) : a. 
said of personal agents. 

1552 Huloet, Describe, circumscribo. 1559 W. Cunning- 
ham Cosmogr. Glasse 122 Describe the like arck from B to A. 
1570 Billingsley Euclid 1. i. 8 A triangle . . set or described 
vpon a line. 1669 Dryden Tyrannic Love iv. i, With chalk 
I first describe a circle here. X703 Moxon Mech. Exerc. 126 
To measure and describe the Ground-plot. 1831 Brewster 
Optics i. § 15 Describe arches of circles, 
b. said of things. 

1559 W. Cunningham Cosmogr. Glasse 55 A Iyne, moved 
. . can but describe a plat forme - . And a plat forme moved 
..describeth a Body. 1570-6 Lambarde Peramb . Kent 
(1826) 239 It beginneth to divide it selfe two waies, and to 
describe the lie of Thanet. 1821 Craig Led. Drawing i. 7 
Representing objects by lines which describe their contours 
or dimensions. 

5 . To form or trace by motion ; to pass or travel 
over (a certain course or distance). 

1559 W. Cunningham Cosmogr. Glasse 34 The most northely 
circle which the Sonne describeth. 1662 Hobbes Seven Probl. 
Wks. 1845 VII. 10 The arches are the spaces which these 
two motions describe. 17x3 Berkeley Hylas <$• Phil, i. 
Wks. 1871 I. 281 A body that describes a mile in an hour. 
1869 Phillips Vesuv. ix. 252 They describe parabolic curves. 
1869 Tyndall Notes Led. Light 29 The white-hot particles 
of carbon in a flame describe lines of light. 

0 . To mark off or distribute into parts; to map 
or parcel out. rare. 

1535 Coverdale Josh, xviii. 6 Descrybe ye the londe in 
seuen partes [so 1611 and R.V. ; Wyclif, diseryue]. 

fb. To apportion, assign under limits. [So in 
Lat.] Oh. rare. 

2532 Elyot Cost. i. ii, I wyll therfore kepe my penne 
within the space that is discribed to me. 

’ll 7. = Descry v. 1 Cf. Descrive vA and the 
converse confusion in Descry vA 
1574 Rich Merc. <$• Soldier H viij, Venus was first de- 
scribed, sittynge in her Waggon. 1592 Greene Tullies Love 
(1609' G, As soone as she had discribed him, and for cer- 
tainty knew that it was he, yonder quoth she comes that 
odde man of Rome. 1620 Shelton Quix. 1 V. xxii. 185 Over- 
night we described this Wharf. 1667 Milton P. L. iv. 567, 
I describ’d his way Bent all on speed, and markt his Aerie 
Gate. 3781 Gibbon Decl. 4 F. xlvii. (1792) VIII. 312 The 
smallest blemish has not been described by. .jealous, .eyes. 
Hence Described ppl. a. 

1552 Huloet, Described, circumscriptus. 1703 Moxon 
Mech. Exerc. 196 Their described width. 1865 Tylor Early 
Hist. Man. iv, 64 In the described position of the three 
relations of speech. 

Describee (dfskrobbr). [f. Describe v. + 
-ee.] One to whom a thing is described. 

1830 Disraeli in Home Letters (1885) 50 Description is 
always a bore, both to the describer and to the describee. 
1885 Punch 23 May 243/2 Describee is a happy specimen 
of a whole series of words much required in our language. 

Descrrbeless, a. nonce-zvd. [f. Describe v. 
+ -LESS ] Incapable of description, indescribable. 
a 2850 W. Thom in D. Jerrold's Shilling Mag., Come, 
though no verdure on your describeless and ruined limbs. 

Describent (diskrarbent), a. and sb. [ad. L. 
descrihntem, pr. pple. of describdre to Describe.] 
A. adj. i Describing, marking out by its motion * 
(Ash 1775)* B. sb. Geom. A point, line, or sur- 
face, producing by its motion a line, surface, or 
solid ; a generatrix. 

X704 in J. Harris Lex. Teckn. 

Describer (diskroi-boi). [f. Describe v. + 
-er b] One who describes, or gives a description. 

x 5 S° Bale Apol. 18 (R.) The descrybers of y* primatiue 
church, Egesippus and Eusebius. 1603 Knolles Hist. 
Turks (1638) 2 Pomponius Mela the describer of the world. 
1727 De Foe Syst. Magic 1. 11.(1840)47 Our wise describers 
of the magic of the ancients. 2878 Bayne Purit. Rev. v. 
x6o The historical describer has always to regret that he 
must show events not.. simultaneously,. but in succession. 

Describing (d&krorbiq), vbl. sb. [fi De- 
scribe zi.+-iNG b] The action of the vb. Describe ; 
description. 

*559 W. Cunningham Cosmogr. Glasse 120 By the makinge 
and aescribyng of this onely Mappe. 1582 Sidney Apol. 
Poetne (Arb.) 22 Their passionate describing of passions. 
1817 Cobbett Taking Leave 9 Greater powers of describing. 

Desod'bing, fpl- a. [f. as prec, + -ing 2.] 
That describes ; descriptive. 

1581 Sidney Apol. Poetrie (Arb.) 29 The right describing 
note to know a Poet by. 2599 Thynne Animadv. (1865) 66 
Tins describing© definitions. 

Descrier (d&kroi-si). Also 7 desoryer. [f. 
Descry + -eb. 1 ] One who descries, or dis- 
covers. 

1599-1623 Minsheu Span. Did. A Descrier, Descubridor. 
26x4 T. Adams Devil’s Banqttet 58 Foxes . . if they bee 


seene stealing the Grapes, fall a biting their de scryers by 
the shinues. 2647 Crashaw Poems 120 The glad descrycr 
shall not miss To taste the nectar of a kiss From Venus' 
lips. 

Bescrrpt, ppb <*>- [ad, L. discript-us , pa. 
pple. of describer e to Describe.] Described. 
Also fa. Properly ariangecl ( — L. descriptus ) (but 
perh., in quot. 1665, lor L. discriptus divided, 
appoitioned). b. Inscribed, engraved, chased (not 
a L. sense > B. as sb. (see quot. 1731). 

1665 J. Webb Sione-Heng <17251 219 They commixt set 
Forms, and descript Orders in one and the same Temple. 
1731 Bailey vol. II, Descripts (w ith Botanic Writers', such 
plants as are described. 1775 Ash, Descript , described. *8zo 
Southey Wesley II. 260 Sectarians of every kind, descript 
and non descript. 2863 P. S. Worsley Poems Trans L 8 
Two huge valves, embossed with graven gold, and descript 
with all Which earth and heaven. .Foster in wave or field. 

Description (d/skri-pjon). Also 4 6 de- 
discryp-, discrip-, -cion, -ciotm, -eyom, 
-cyoun, -tyon, -tyowne, -si on, etc. [a. F. de- 
scription, in OF. also -cripcion, -crition, - crision , 
ad. L. descrip lion- em, n. of action from describere 
(ppl. stem desaipt-) to Describe. (See there as 
to the spelling </&•.)] The action of describing; 
the result or product of this action. 

1 1 . The action of writing down ; inscription. 
Oh. rare. 

2480 Caxton Citron. Eng. ccxxv. 231 Vnder the descrip- 
cion and writing of the name of Englond and of Fraunce. 

fb. Writing down in a register, enrolment. 

c 1380 Wyclif Sel. Wks, I. 316 Syryne. .bigan to make Jris 
discripcion. 2609 Bible (Douay) 2 Sam. xxtv. o Joab gave 
the number of the description of the people to the king. 

2 . The action of setting forth in words by men- 
tioning recognizable features or characteristic 
marks ; verbal representation or portraiture. 

c 1380 W yclif Last Age of Chirche 26 pis also [he] schewif* 
openly bi discripcioun of tyme. 1387 Tkevisa Higdon 
I. 29 (Matz.> With descripcioun of J>e lasse world. 2447 
Bokenham Seyntys (Roxb. ) 13 If the craft h of descrypcyoun 

1 cowde as weel forge . . As cowde Boyce. 1559 W. Cun- 
ningham Cosmogr. Glasse 6 Geographic is the. .discriptioun 
of the face, and picture of th’ earth. 1606 Shake. A nt. %CL 
n. ii. 203 For her owne person, It beggerd all discription. 
2806 Wolcott (P. Pindar) Tristia Wks. 1812 V. 335 Descrip- 
tion on your pencil waits. 2845 M. f’A'nrisoN Ess. (1889) I. 

2 Writers .. gifted with strong imaginations, are masters of 
description. 

b. (with pi.) A statement which describes, sets 
forth, or portrays ; a graphic or detailed account 
of a person, thing, scene, etc. 

2340 Ham pole Pr. Const'. 8875 Yhit will© I imagyn . . Ffor 
to gyf it a description, c 1470 Henry Wallace ix. 191 1 
Thai send . . The discriptioune Off him tane thar. 1553 T. 
Wilson Rhct. 95 A description or an evident declaration of 
a thyng as though we sawe it even now doen. 1676 Ray 
Corr. (1848)222 Clusius .. had . . better descriptions of them 
[species of birds]. 1794 Sullivan View Nat. II. 286 Poly- 
bius . . takes notice of Vesuvius, in Ins description of Italy. 
2834 Medwin Angler in Wales II. 108 An old man answer- 
ing the description of Humphrey. 1878 Morley Carlyle 
Cnt. Misc. Ser. 1. 198 The more correct description of what 
has happened. 

c. Logic. (See quots.) 

2628 T. Spencer Logick 193 A description is a sentence 
which setteth out a thing, even by other arguments. 2752 
Johnson Rambler No. 143 Tr 3 Descriptions, .are definitions 
of a more lax and fanciful kind. 2843 Mill Logic 1. viii, 
§ 5 The second kind of imperfect definition, m which the 
name of a class is defined by . . attributes which are not 
included in its connotation . . has been termed Description. 

3 . The combination of qualities or features that 
marks out or serves to describe a particular class. 
Hence, b. A sort, species, kind, or variety, capable 
of being so described. 

[c 2392 Chaucer Astrol. 1. § at Shapen in maner. .of a lop 
webbe aftur the olde descripcioun. 1535 Coverdale Ezck- 
xliii. 1 2 The commynge in, the goinge out, all the maner and 
descripcion therof.J 1506 Shaks. Merck. V. 111. ii. 303 Pay 
him sixe thousand. .Before a friend of this description Shall 
lose a haire, 1864 D. G. Mitchell Sev. Slot". 306 The 
man must be a rou6 of the worst description. 

b. 1782 T. Gilbert Relief Poor 6 That all Descrip- 
tions of poor Persons should be sent thither. 1785 Paley 
Pol. Philos, (ed. 8.) I. 303 The invitation, or voluntary 
admission, of impure thoughts .. falls within the same de- 
scription. 2844 Mrs. Houston Yacht Voy. Texas II. 278 
The Volant© . .is a description of vehicle, peculiar. , to Cuba, 

+ 4 . Pictorial representation ; a picture, painting. 
Obs. rare. ■ • . 

2620 E. Blount Horse Sttbsec. 366 The high Altar is set 
out by Michael Angeloes curious description of the day of 
Iudgement. 0x646 J, Gregory Post hum a 257 (T.) The 
description is.. of the earth and water both together, and it 
is done by circles. 

5 . Geom. a. The ’ describing ? of a geometrical 
figure : see Describe v. 4 ? Obs. 

1655-60 Stanley Hist. Philos . (2701) 0/1 Whence may be 
deduced the description of a Rectangle Triangle in a Circle. 
2752 Chambers Cycl., Description , in geometry, 

b. Tracing out or passing over a certain course 
or distance. 

2706 W. Jones Syn. Palmar. Matheseos 294 The Times , . 
of Description shall be as the Square Roots of the Altitudes 
. .of the Cones. ' 1728 ' Pemberton Newton's. Philos. 91' The 
time taken up in the description of the arch EF. 1858 
Herschel Astron. § 490 Equable description of areas is 
itself the essential criterion of a continual direction of the' 
acting force towards the centre* 
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DESECRATED. 


Hence © escr rptionat e a., characterized by de- 
scription, descriptive. Descri*ptionist, one who 
professes to give a description. Bescri*ptiomXess 

a., without or beyond description. 

1593 Nashe Christ's T. (1613) 164 Sutable descriptionate 
politures. 1827 Examiner 211/2 A mere connoisseur and 
descriptxonist. 1838 Fraser's Mag. XVII. 31 These loco- 
motive descriptionists . . and thirty mile an hour travelling 
penmen. 1852 Ibid. XLVL 454 That broiling and dusty, 
but beautiful and quite descriptionless road. 

Descriptive (diskrrptiv), a. [ad. (late) L. 
descriptiv-us containing a description, f. descript -, 
ppl. stem of describere : see -ive. Cf. F. descriptif ] 
Having the quality or function of describing; 
serving to describe ; characterized by description. 

1751 Johnson Rambler No. 94 Pi The sound of some 
emphatical and descriptive words. 1820 Hazlitt Led. 
Dram. Lit. 141 They are lyrical and descriptive poets of 
the first order. 1882 A. W. Ward Dickens i. 18 A de- 
scriptive power that seemed to lose sight of nothing. Mod. 
A handbook of Descriptive Anatomy, 

b. const, of, 

1794 Sullivan View Nat. II. 17 6 Circumstances descrip- 
tive of similar connections. 1878 Huxley Physiogr. jx 
A name sufficiently descriptive of its construction. 

Hence Descriptively adv., Descrrptiveness. 
1796 Morse Amer. Geog. I. 183 The Allegany, .has been 
descriptively called the back bone of the United States. 
1834 Q. Rev. L. 296 Represented with, .lively and attractive 
descriptiveness. 1870 Spurgeon Treas. Dav. Ps. i. 1 The 
term ‘stood 1 descriptively represents their obstinacy. 

t Descri*ptory, a. Obs. [f. descript-, ppl. 
stem of L. describee : see -oby.] = prec. 

1586 A. Day Eng. Secretary 1. (1625) 23 Epistles meerely 
Descriptorie. Ibid. 24 A letter Descriptors, wherein is 
particularly described an ancient Citie. 

tBescr rve, v. Obs. exc. Sc. Forms: 3-9 
descrive, 3-5 discreve, 4-5 dyscreve, 4 de- 
scryfe, 5-6 dyscryve, discryve, -ive, descryve. 
[a. OF. descriv-re (13th c.), later descrire, full 
stem descriv- (mod.F. ddcrire , ddcriv -) = Pr. des- 
criure , Cat. descriuer, It. descr ivere L. describere. 
In the course of the 16th c. gradually superseded 
(exc. in Sc.) by the latinized form Describe. 

Descrive was in ME. reduced to descrie (Descry and 
thus confused in form, and sometimes in sense with Descry 
Z'. t Hence descrive also occurs as a form of the latter.] 

1. To write down, inscribe ; to write out, tran- 
scribe. 

1382 Wyclif Isa. xlix. 16 Lo ! in myn hondis I haue dis- 
criued thee. 14. . Circumcision in Tundalds Vis . 9oThys 
name which may not be dyscreved. c 1450 Lydg. Compl. 
Loveres Life xxviii, To discryve and write at the ftille The 
woful compleynt. 1483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 284/1 Mathewe 
and Luke descryue not the generacion'of Marye but of 
Joseph. 

b. To write down in a register, enrol ; cf. Vulg. 
Luke ii. I ut describeretur universus or bis. 

1297 [see Dkscriving vbl. sb.], 1382 Wyclif Num. xi. 2 6 
There dwelten forsothe in the tentis two men. .for and thei 
weren discryued [Vulg. descript 'i fuerant ; x6xx and they 
were of them that were written]. — Luke ii. 1 That al the 
world schulde be discryued. C1460 Fortescub Abs. <§* 
Lim. Mon. xvi. (1714) 120 Theyr secutid Emperor, com- 
aundyd al the World to be discrivyd [v.r. (1885) 149 dis- 
cribea.} 

2 . = Describe v. 2. 

a 1225 Ancr. R. 10 ]?us seint lame descriueS religiun & 
ordre. c 1380 Wyclif Serm. Sel. Wks. II. 318 pei ben ]?es 
pat Ysay discryvep pat J>ei seien good is yvel. c 1400 Rom. 
Rose 865, I wot not what of hir nose I shal descryve ; So 
faire hath no womman alyve. *552 Abp. Hamilton Catech . 
(1884) 45 It is expedient to descrive quha is ane heretyk. 
1671 True Non-conf 134 Which we fmde descrived in the 
Scriptures of the New Testament. 1783 Burns To W. 
Simpson xvi. Let me fair Nature’s face descrive. 1838 M. 
Porteous ‘ S outer Johnny ’ 15 Hamely chiels .. Wha 
Tammy’s haunts can weel descrive. 

absol. 1393 Gower Conf. III. 120 So as these olde wise 
men Descrive. 

3 . a. To represent pictorially or by delineation ; 
also absol. b. To draw geometrically (figures, 
etc.), e. To trace out or pass over (a definite 
course). Cf. Describe v. 3-6. 

c 1391 Chaucer Astral. 1. § 17 The plate vnder thi Riet is 
descriued with 3 [principal] cerclis. 1393 Langl, P. PI. C. 
xxl 214 Ho coupe kynaeliche with colour discriue, Yf alle 
pe worlde were whit. 1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. vni. 
xi. (1495) 317 Epiciclis is a Iytyll cercle thataplanete dis- 
cryueth. 1563-73 Cooper Thesaurus , A bacus . . a. counting 
table such as. .Astronomers descriue their figures in. 
d. To map out, set forth the boundaries of. 

(But also often including the general sense 2.) 

1387 Trevisa Higden (Rolls) I. 7 pat in stories metep and 
discryuep all pa worlde wyde. 1480 Caxton Descr. Brit . 
20 Kyng william conquerour made alle these.. shires to be 
descreued and moten. ^ 1536 Bellenden Cron. Scot. (1821) 
I, p. xlvi, W e will discrive the samin [the Ilis] in maner and 
forme as followis. 

IF 4 . — Descry vA [Cf. etymol. note above.] 
c 1340 Cursor M. 6544 (Fairf.) For to discriue [v. r. to se] 
paire cursed dede. 1377 Langl. P. PI. B. xx. 93 penne 
mette pis man.. ar heraudes of armes hadden descreued 
Iordes. c 1440 Gesta Rom. xxiii. 84 (Harl. MS.) No man 
cowde discryve wheper of hem shuld be Emperour. 1531 
Robinson tr. More's Utop. (Arb.) 50 Also flyinge he shoulde 
be discriued by the roundyng of his heade. 

Hence Described ppl. a. 

c 1449 Pecock Repr. n. xvii. 248 Bi the now discriued and 
taujt maner. Ibid. 408 The , . bifore descryued tymes. 


+ Descri*ving, vbl. sb. Obs. [f. prec. + -nra 1 .] 
Describing; description. 

is 97 R. Glouc. (17241 60 pis August . . let make a descr iu- 
yng, pat y mad nas neuer er. 1382 Wyclif Luke ii. 2 This 
firste discryuyng was maad of Cyryne. 1486 Bk. St. A Ibans 
E iv a, The discreuyng of a Bucke. 1330 Palsgr. 165 BlasSn , 
a blasyng or discry vyng of ons armes. 1792 Burns A uld 
Rob Morris v, How past descriving had then been my 
bliss. 

Descry (dzskrai*), v. 1 Forms : 4 discryghe, 
4-6 discrye, 5 dyscry(e, 6 descry©, 6-7 descrie, 
discrie, 4- descry, [npp. a. OF. deserter to cry, 
publish, decry, f. des-,de-, L. Dis- + crier to cry. 

The sense-development is not altogether clear; it was per- 
haps in some respect influenced by the reduction of Descrive 
to descry 'see next), and consequent confusion of the two 
words : cf. Descrive v. 4, also Describe v. 7. In several in- 
stances it is difficult to say to which of the verbs the word 
belongs : thus 

c 1300 K. Alis. 138 For astronomye and nygremauncye 
No couthe ther non so muche discryghe.] 

I. To cry out, declare, make known, bewray. 

f 1 . trails. To cry out, proclaim, announce, as 
a herald. Obs. rare. 

[Cf. quot. 1377 in Descrive v. 4.] a 1440 Sir Eglant. 
1178 Harowdes of armes than they wente, For to dyscrye 
thys turnayment In eche londys 3ende. 

f 2 . To announce, declare ; to make known, dis- 
close, reveal : a. of persons, b. of things. Obs. 

a. c 1460 Tovoneley Myst. (Surtees) 203 My name to you 
wille I descry. 1549-62 Sternhold & H. Ps. xxv. 3 Thy 
right waies unto me. Lord, descrye. __ 1621 Burton Anat. 
Mel. 1. ii. 1. i, At length Jupiter descried himself, and Her- 
cules yielded. 1655-60 Stanley Hist. Philos. (17011 290/2 
Diogenes, thou .. Who to content the ready way To fol- 
lowing Ages didst descry. 

b. c 1430 Freemasonry 323 Hyt [the seventhe poynt] dys- 
cryeth wel opunly, Thou schal not by thy maystres wyf ly. 
1590 Spenser F. Q. i. x. 34 Whose sober lookes her wisedome 
well descride. ax 392 H. Smith Wks. (18671 II. 200 This 
light, .doth not only descry itself, but all other things round 
about it. 1633 Cowley Davideis iv. 231 A thoughtful Eye 
That more of Care than Passion did descry. 1639 Drumm. 
of Hawth. Fam. Epistles Wks. (1711) 140 His cheeks scarce 
with a small down descrying his sex. 

fc. With a sense of injurious revelation: To 
disclose what is to be kept secret ; to betray, be- 
wray ; to lead to the discovery of. Obs. 

c 1340 Cursor M. 7136 (Trin.) pat was a greet folye hir 
Iordes [z. e. Samson’s] counsel to discrye. ? c 1475 Sqr. lowe 
Degre 1x0 Thy counsayl shall i never dyscry. 1596 Nashe 
Saffron Walden 131 That he be not descride by his alleadg- 
ing of Authors. 1606 Holland Suet.on. 90 Hee had like to 
have descried them [his parents] with his wrawling. 1614 
Bp. Hall Recoil, Treat. 509 In notorious burglaries, oft- 
times there is . . a weapon left behinde, which descrieth the 
authors. 1670 Milton Hist. Eng. 11, His purple robe he 
[Alectus] had thrown aside lest it should descry him. 

II. To cry out against, cry down, decry. 

+ 3 . To shout a war-cry upon, challenge to fight ; 

= Ascry v. 1 b. 

c 1400 Rowland O. 273 No kyng in Cristyante Dare., 
discrye hym ther with steven. 1480 Caxton Chron. _ Eng . 
cxcvii. 175 The gentil knyghtes fledden and the vileyns 
egrely hem discryed and grad an high ‘ yelde yow traytours ! ' 

1 4 . To denounce, disparage ; - Decry v. 2. Obs. 
c 1400 York Manual (Surtees) p. xvi, We curse and descry 
. .all thos that thys illys hase done. 1677 Gilpin Dsemonol. 
(1867) 407 They contemn and descry those, as ignorant of 
divine mysteries. 

■f 5 . To cry down, depreciate (coin) ; == Decry. 
1638 Sir R. Cotton Abstr. Rec. Tower 23 The descrying 
of the Coyne. 

III. To get sight of, discover, examine. 

6. To catch sight of, esp. from a distance, as the 
scout or watchman who is ready to announce the 
enemy’s approach ; to espy. 

c 1340 Gaw. 4- Gr. Knt. 81 pe comlokest [lady] to discrye. 
c 1430 Sir Tryam. 1053, Xii fosters dyscryed hym then, 
That were kepars of that fee. 1569 Stocker tr . Diod. Sic. i| 
in. viii. 114 He might descry a mightie and terrible Nauie ! 
. .sayling towards the citie. 1603 Play Stucley in Simpson j 
Sch. Shaks. (1878) 190 The English sentinels do keep good 
watch ; If they descry us all our labour's lost. _ 1791 Cowper \ 
Iliad in. 38 In some woodland height descrying A serpent j 
huge. 1868 Q. Victoria Life Highl. 39 To meet Albert, 
whom I descried coming towards us. 2877. Black Green 1 
Past, xxxiii. (1878) 267 At intervals we descried a maple. i 

7 . To discover by observation; to find out, de- | 
tect ; to perceive, observe, see. 

4:1430 Syr Tryam, 783 Hors and man felle downe. . And 
sone he was dyscryed. 1581 J. Bell Haddads Answ. 
Osor. 401 b, There is no man . . that will not easily descry. . 
want 01 J udgement . .in you. 1659 Hammond On Ps. xxxiv. 
Raraphr. 181 Being by them descryed to be David. 1667 
Milton P. L. i. 290 To descry new Lands, Rivers or Moun- 
tains in her spotty Globe. 1797 Southey Ballad K. Charle- 
main 1 All but the Monarch could plainly descry From 
whence came her white and her red. 18x2 J : Wilson Isle 
of Palms 11. 582 He can descry That she is not afraid. 
1862 Ld. Brougham Brit, Const, xvi. 249 The bounds which i 
separated that school from Romanism were very difficult 
to descry. I 

absol. 1670 Narborough Jrnl. in Acc. Sev. Late Voy. 
(1711) 33, I could not see any sign of People, .but still Hills , 
and Vallies as far as we could descry. 

fb. inir. To discern, discriminate. Obs. rare. 
1633 P. Fletcher Purple 1 st. viii. viii. 108 Pure Essence, 
who hast made a stone descrie Twixt natures hid. 
t 8. trans. To investigate, spy out, explore. Obs. 
1396 Drayton Legends iii. 175 He had judicially descryde 
The cause. 2611 Bible fudg. i. 23 The house of ioseph 1 


sent to descry Bethel. 1742 Shenstone Schoolmistress 145 
Right well she knew each temper to descry. 

t Descry*, vA Obs. [app. a variant of descryve , 
Descrive v. } partly perh. originating in the later 
form of the Fr. infinitive descri-re f and pres. t. 
desert, - cris , ~crit; but mainly due to confusion in 
Eng. of descrive and descry vbJ] = Descrive, 
Describe. 

c 1330 R. Brunne Chron. Wace (Rolls) 9747 Some of his 
J>ewes y wil descrye. c 1450 St. Cuihhert (Surtees) 41 In the 
thyrd parte ar discryed Cuthbert mirakyls. 1372 Bossewell 
Armorie i\. 63 b, This Serpente I haue descried, as wringled 
into a wreathe. 16x3 Wither Sat., Occasion , He ..de- 
scries Elenchi, full of subtile falacies. 

absol. c 1450 St. Cuthbert (Surtees) 6546 Cuthbert j?ai 
chese as bede descr yse. 1571 Damon <y Pithias Prol. Jn. 
Hazl. Dodsley IV. 12 A thing once done indeed, as histories 
do descry. 

f Descry*, discry, sb. Obs. [f. Descry vf] 

1 . Cry, war-cry ; » Ascry sb. 

c 1400 Rowland $ 0 . 1476 ‘Mount Joye ' was thaire dis- 
crye. 

2 . Discovery of that which is distant or obscure ; 
perception from a distance. 

1603 Shaks. Learn, vi. 217 The malne descry Stands on 
the hourely thought. x6ix Speed Hist. Gt. Brit. x. i. (1632) 
1253 Without danger of descry. 

Descrying, vbl sbS [f. Descry v. 1 } The 
action of the vb. Descry 1 ; perception from a dis- 
tance, discovery ; also attrib. 

1577-87 Holinshed Hist. Scot. (R.),Vpon the first descrieng 
of the enimies approach, ax 729 S. Clarke Serm. I. cxiii. 
(R.), Now we see through a glass darkly, as through a 
descrying-glass. 

t Descrying, vbl. sb A Description, enrol- 

ment, etc. : see Descry v . 2 

c 1400 Three Kings Cologne 20 J>is discry ing was first made 
vnder Cirinus. c 2440 Promp. Parv. 119 Descrynge, de- 
scriptio. 

Descure, var. discure , obs. f. Discover v. 
Desdaine, -dayn, -deigne, obs. ff. Disdain. 
Dese, obs. form of Dais. 

Deseas(e, obs. form of Disease. 

+ De*secate, V. Obs. [f. L. desecare to 
cut off or away, f. De- X. 2 + secare to cut. (The 
regular form is Desect; but in L. desecatio for 
desectio is in Cassiodorus.] trans. To cut off, cut 
away ; to cut free from entanglement or obstruction. 
Hence De*secated ppl. a. 

1623 Cockkram, Desecate , to mow or cut off. 1631 Retiq, 
Wotton. 334 So as the Soul hath a freer and more desecated 
operation. 1656 in Blount Glossogr . ; and in mod. Diets. 
So + D©seca‘tion. Obs. 

1623 Cockeram, Desecation , mowing or cutting off. 
Deseee, -es(e, -esse, -eye©, obs. ff. Decease, 
Disease. 

Desecrate (de-szkrrit), V. [f. De- II. i + stem 
of consecrate. In L. desecrare or desaerdre meant 
to consecrate, dedicate. OF. had des-sacrcr (des- 
»»L. dis-) still in Cotgr. (1611) ‘ to profane, violate, 
unhallow — It. dissacrare * to unconsecrate, un- 
hallow y (Florio) ; these may have suggested the 
formation of the English word.] 
trans. To take away its consecrated or sacred 
character from (anything) ; to treat as not sacred 
or hallowed ; to profane. 

a 1677 Barrow Serm. Wks. 1687 I. xv. 213 If we do venture 
to swear, .upon any slight or vain, .occasion, we then dese- 
crate Swearing, and are guilty of profaning a most sacred 
Ordinance. [Notin Phillips, Cocker, Kersey.] 1675 [see 
Desecrating ppl. a.]. 1721 Bailey, Desecrate , to defile or 
unhallow. 1741 Middleton Cicero I. vi. 4x6 What Licinia 
had dedicated . . could not be considered as sacred : so 
that the Senate injoined the Praetor to see it desecrated and 
to efface whatever had been inscribed upon it. 1776 Horne 
On Ps. lxxiv. (R.) When the soul sinks under a temptation, 
the dwelling-place of God’s name is desecrated to the 1 
ground. 1837 J. H. Newman Par. Serm. (ed. 2) III. xxi, 
333 More plausibly even might we desecrate Sunday. x86o 
Pusey Min. Propk. 204 The. .vessels of the Temple, .were 
desecrated by being employed in idol- worship. 

b. To divert from a sacred to a profane pur- 
pose ; to dedicate or devote something evil. 

1823 Blackw. Mag. XVIII. 156 With a libation of un- 
mixed water., did he devote us to the infernal gods — or . 
desecrate us to the Furies. 1849 Sir J. Stephen Reel. Biog. 
(1850) I. 312 Particular spots . , were desecrated to Satan. 
i860 Pusey Min. Proph. 76 Desecrating to false worship the 
place which, had been consecrated by the revelation of the 
true God. 

c. To dismiss or degrade from holy orders. 
arch. 

1674 Blount Glossogr., Desecrate, to discharge of his 
orders, to degrade. 1676m Coles, c 1800 W. Tooke Russia 
(W.), The [Russian] clergy can not suffer corporal punish- 
ment without being previously desecrated. 

De secrate, ppl a- rare. - Desecrated. 

1873 Browning Red. Cott. Nt.-cap 934 Than that her 
dignity be desecrate By neighbourhood of vulgar table. 

Desecrated (de-sJkrrit V&\ppl. a. [f. prec. vb. + 
-ED.] Deprived of its sacred character ; treated 
as unhallowed, profaned. 

a 17x1 Ken Hymnarium Poet. Wks, 1721 II. 68 Thou, O 
most holy, dost detest A desecrated Breast. 1833 L. Ritchie 
Wand, by Loire 48 The desecrated temple forms the stables 
and coach-houses. 

Desecrater, var. of Desecratob. 



DESECBATING. 


DESERT, 


Desecrating, ppl. a. [f. Desecrate v. +* 
-INC 2 .\ That desecrates or deprives of sacredness. 

167S L. Addison State of Jews igo (T.) The desecrating 
hands of the enemy. 2862 Trench Poems, Visit to 'Jits - 
actum too The rude touch of desecrating time. 

Desecration (des/kr^Jan). [11. of action from 
Desecrate ; see -ation.] The action of desecrat- 
ing, deprivation of sacred or hallowed character, 
profanation ; also, desecrated condition. 

a, 1717 T. Parnell Life Zoilns (T,), They sentenced him 
IZoiius] to suffer by fire, as the due reward of his desecra- 
tions. 1727 Bailey vol. II, Desecration, an unhallowing, a 
profaning. 1779 in Brand Hist . Newcastle 117891 II. 124 
note, The oratory . . has be n . . shut up to preserve it from 
future desecrations. <21808 Bp. Porteus Profan. Lord's 
Day (R.), Various profanations of the sabbath .. threaten 
a gradual desecration of that holy day. 1858 Frqude Hist, 
Eng. III. xiii. 99 The desecration of the abbey chapels. 
i87oEmersqn.SV<?. # So lit., Domestic Life Wks. (Bohn) I II.. 
55 Does the consecration of Sunday confess the desecration 
of the entire week ? 

Desecrative (de-szkr^tiv), a. [f. Desecrate 
4- -ive.] Calculated or tending to desecrate or 
deprive of sacred character. 

<21861 Mrs. Browning Lett. R. H. Horne (1877) I. ii. 18 
[Is] the union between tragedy and the gas-lights .. less 
desecrative of the Divine theory? 1865 Carlyle Fredk. Gt. 
IX. xx. iv. 71 Merchants’ Bills were a sacred thing, in spite 
of Bamberg and desecrative individualities. 

Desecrator (de's/kr^toiX Also -er [agent-n. 
from Desecrate : see -or, -er.] One who dese- 
crates or profanes. 

1879 Morley Burke vii. 231 The desecrators of the church 
and the monarchy of France. 1882 Harper's Mag. LXV. 
74 Man, the desecrater of the forest temples. 1884 Non - 
conf <§• Indep. 27 Mar. 300/3 Desecrators of the Sabbath. 

+ Dese’Ct, v. Ohs — ° [f. L, desect-, ppl- stem 
of desecdre to cut away or off, f. De- I. 2+ secure to 
cut.] trans. To cut away, cut down. 

1604 R. Cawdrey Table Algh., Desect , cut away from any 
thing. 

+ Bese’Ction. Ohs — 0 [ad. L. desectidn-em , 
n. of action from desecdre ; see prec.] The action 
of cutting off or cutting down. 

1656 Blount Glossogr Resection , a cutting down. 1663 
F. Hawkins Youth’s Behav. 102 Desection , a mowing or 
cutting off. 

Desederabill, var. Destderable Ohs. 

De segment ation (dJtsegment^jbn). Biol. 
[f. De- II. 1 + Segment.] The process of reducing 
the number of segments by the union or coalescence 
of several of these into one, as in the carapace of 
a lobster, cranium of a vertebrate, etc. ; the fact or 
condition of being thus united. 

1878 Bell Gegenbaur's Comp. Anat. 228 A number of 
metameres may be united to form larger segments,. 
This state of things results in a desegmentation of the 
body. 

Dese*^mented ? ppl. a. Biol, [f. as prec.] 
Having the number of segments reduced by coale- 
scence ; formed into one by coalescence of segments. 
Deseite, Beseive, obs. ff. Deceit, Deceive. 
Besembogue, Beseminate, obs. ff. Disem- 
bogue, Disseminate. 

Besemiticize, Desentimentalize, -edL: see 
Be- II. 1. 

Besend, desention, obs. ff. Descend, -cension. 
Desere (n, Beserite, obs. ff. Disheir v., Dis- 
herit. 

Desert (diz 5 *it), sbP- Forms; 4- desert, 3-6 
desert©, 4 desserte, 4-5 deeert(e, dissert, 6 
dyserts, 6-y desart. [a. OF. desert masc., de- 
serte, desserte fern., derivs. of deservir, desservir to 
Deserve. The Fr. words are analogous to descent , 
descents, etc., and belong to an obs. pa. ppl t. desert 
of deservir, repr. late L. -servit-um for -servit-umi] 
1 , Deserving; the becoming worthy of recompense, 
3. e. of reward or punishment, according to the 
good or ill of character or conduct ; worthiness of 
recompense, merit or demerit. 

1297 R. Glouc. (1724) 253 Vor pe sopuast God . . Depe after 
oure deserte. c 1325 E. E. A Hit. P. A. 594 pou quy tez 
vchon as hys desserte, 1483 Caxton G. de la Tour E vij b, 
God rewarded eche of them after their deserte and meryte. 
a 1541 Wyatt Poet. Wks. (1861) 168 Such sauce as they have 
served To me without desart 1615 Chapman Odyss. 1. 75 
iEgisthus past his fate, and had desert To warrant our in- 
fliction. 1633 G. Herbert Temple , Sighs 4 ’ Grows i, O do 
not use me After my sinnes ! look not on my desert. 1752 
Johnson Rambler No. 193 Fi Some will always mistake 
the degree of their own, 'desert,' 1861 Mill Utilit. v . 66 
What constitutes desert? .. a person is understood to de- 
serve good if he does right, evil if he does wrong. 

b. In a good sense ; Meritoriousness, excellence, 
worth., 

c 1374 Chaucer Boetk. nr. pr, vl, 78 It seme}? bat gentilesse 
be a maner preysynge pat come}? of decert of auncestres. 
c *450 St. Cuthbert (Surtees) 473 For pe childes hye desert, 
God shewed meruallein apert. 1590 Marlowe 2nd Pt. Tam- 
burl. v. iii. If you retain desert of holiness, 1655 Fuller 
C/t, Hist. in. vi. § 3 The Crown . . due to him, no less by 
.desert then descent. 1704 Addison Poems, Campaign, 
On the firm basis of desert they rise, 1798 Trans. Soc. 
Encourag. A rts XV I. 353 , 1 visited him as a man of desert. 
1840 Macaulay Clive Ess. (1854) 538/1 Ordinary criminal 
justice knows nothing of set-off. The greatest desert 
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cannot be pleaded in answer to a charge of the slightest 
transgression, 
e. personified. 

c 1600 Shaks. Soon, lxvi, To behold desert a begger borne 
And needie Nothing trimd in iollitie. 1608 D. T. Ess. Pol. 
fy Mor. 38 To binder Desert from any place of eminencie. 
1866 G. Macdonald Ann. Q. Neighb . xii. (1878) 234 Desert 
may not touch His shoe-tie. 

2 . An action or quality that deserves its appro- 
priate recompense ; that in conduct or character 
which claims reward or deserves punishment. 
Usually In pi. (often =1.) 

<ri374 Chaucer Troylus nx. 1218 (1267) If thi grace passe 
alle oure desertis. 1393 Gower Conf. III. 154 He mote. . Se 
the desertes of his men. 1549 Coverdale Erasm. Par. 
2 Cor. 51 As every mans deseartes have been, .such shall his 
rewardes be. 1555 Watreman Fardle of Facions j . v. 56 
Punisshing thoffendour vnder his desertes. 1606 Holland 
Sueton. 42 That neither himselfe nor the olde beaten soldiers 
might be rewarded according to their desarts. _ 1782 Cow per 
Lett. 6 Mar., The characters of great men, which are always 
mysterious while they live . . sooner or later receive the 
wages of fame or infamy according to their true deserts. 
1861 Mill Utilit. v. 92 To do to each according to his 
deserts. 

b. A good deed or quality ; a worthy or meri- 
torious action ; a merit. ? Ohs. 

[c 1374C11AUCER Boetk. 11. pr. vii. 56 Or doon goode decertes 
to profit of be comune.] 1563 H omilies 11, Rogation Week 1. 
(2859)472 Alwaies to render him thanks, .for his deserts unto 
us. 1657 J. Smith Myst. Rhet. 143 It. .serves for Amplifi- 
cation. when, after a great crime, or desert, exclaimed upon 
or extolled, it gives a moral note. 

3 . That which is deserved ; a due reward or re- 
compense, whether good or evil. Often in pkr. to 
get , have, ?neet with one s deserts. 

1393 Langl. P. PI. C. iv. 293 Mede and mercede. .hope 
men demen A desert for som doynge. 1483 Caxton G. de 
la Tour F vij, For god gyueth to euery one the deserte of 
his meryte. a 1533 Ld. Berners Huon lix. 204, I shall 
nother ete nor drynke tyll thou hast thy dysert. 2599 
Warning Faire Worn. n. 1508 Upon a pillory . . that al the 
world may see, A just desert for such impiety. 1663 Butler 
Hud. 1, ii. 40 But give to each his due desart. 1758 S. 
Hayward Serm. i. 10 This is the proper desert of Sin. 1756 
Burke Find, Nat. Soc. Wks. 1842 1 . 18 Whether the greatest 
villain breathing shall meet his deserts. 1853 C. Bronte 
VillettexXi. (.38761 474, I think I deserved strong reproof; 
but when have we our deserts? 1882 CJoxok Maremma I. 
41 * He has got his deserts said Juconda. 

Desert (de'zsrt), sb, 2 Forms : 3- desert ; 
also 3 deserd, diserd, 4 dissert, desarte, dezert, 
4-5 disert, 5 dysert, 5-6 deserte, 5-9 desart 
(which was the regularly accepted spelling of the 
1 8th century *, [a. OF. desert (12th c. in Littre), 
ad. eccl. L. desertum (Vulgate, etc.), absol. use of 
neuter of desertus adj., abandoned, deserted, left 
waste : see Desert a.] 

1 . An uninhabited and uncultivated tract of coun- 
try; a wilderness: a. now conceived as a desolate, 
barren region, waterless and treeless, and with but 
scanty growth of herbage; — e. g. the Desert of 
Sahara , Desert of the Wanderings, etc. 

_ ax 225 Ancr. R, 220 l$e desert, .he lette ham bolien wo 
inouh. c 1250 Gen. $ Esc. 2770 Moyses was. , In oe deserd 
depe. a 1300 Cursor JIL 5840 (Gott.) Lat mi folk a-parte 
Pass, to worsehip Hie in desarte {7/. rr. desert, dishert]. 
Ibid. 6533 (GBtt.) Quen [moyses] was comen into dissert. 
1484 Caxton Babies of A Ifonce ( 1 8891 2 He doubted to be 
robbed within the desertys of Arabe. 1634 Sir T. Herbert 
Trav. 65 Barren Mountaynes, Sand and salty Desarts. 1691 
Ray Creation 1. (1704) 94 More parched than the Desarts of 
Libya. 1768 Boswell Corsica ii. ted. 2} 117 [tr. Tacitus] 
Where they make a desart, they call it peace. 1771 
Smollett Humph. Cl. 12 Sept., She fluttered, and 
flattered, but all was preaching to the desert. 1825 Elphin- 
stone Acc. Cauhul (1842) I. Introd. 25 He could live in his 
desart and hunt his deer. 1823 Byron Island n. viii, note. 
The * ship of the desert ’ is the Oriental figure for the camel 
or dromedary. 1856 Stanley Sinai <$• Pal. i. (1858) 64 The 
Desert, .a wild waste of pebbly soil. 

f b. formerly applied more widely to any wild, 
uninhabited region, including forest-land. Ohs. 

1398 Trevisa Barth. De P , R. xiv. Ii. (1495) 486 Places of 
wooes and mountayns that ben not sowen ben callyd de- 
sertes. c 1511 xst Eng. Bk. Amer. (Arb.) Introd. 33/1 In 
our Iande is also a grete deserte or forest. 1600 Shaks. 
A. Y. L. 11. vii. no In this desert inaccessible, Vnder the 
shade of melancbolly boughes. _ 1643 Denham Cooper’s H. 
186 Cities in desarts, Woods in Cities plants. 3834 Medwin 
Angler in Wales I. 69 Moors covered with whinberry 
bushes. .A more uninteresting desert cannot be conceived. 

2. transf and fig. 

1725 Pope Odyss. iv. 748 To roam the howling desart of 
the Main. 1813 Byron Giaour 958 The leafless desert of 
the mind. / 1827 Southey Hist. Penins. War II. 752 What 
In monastic language is called a desert ; by which term an 
establishment is designated where those brethren whose 
piety flies the highest pitch may at once enjoy the advan- 
tages of the eremite and the discipline of the coenobite life, 
1871 Morley Voltaire (1886) 243 The middle age between 
himself and the polytheism of the Empire was a parched 
desert to him. 

•f 3 . abstractly. Desert or deserted condition ; 
desolation. Obs. 

c 1450 Merlin 59 He was in a waste contree full of diserte. 
3523 Ld. Berners Froiss. I. cclxxxiv. 424 The distructyon 
and conquest of the cytie of Lymoges, and how it was left 
clene voyde as a towne of desert 
1 4 . An alleged name for a covey of lapwings. 
i486 Bk. St. Albans F vj b, A Desserte of Lapwyngs. 1688 
in R. YoLM& Arntoury. 


5. Comb. a. attrib., as desert-air , - bird \ - circle , 
-dweller, - pelican , - ranger , - troop ; b. locative and 
instrumental, as desert -bred, - locked , - wearied adjs. ; 
c. similative, as desert-world, desert-like , -looking 
adjs. ; also desert-chough, a bird of the genus 
Podoces, family Corvidae, found in the desert regions 
of Central Asia ; desert-falcon, a species of falcon 
inhabiting deserts and prairies, a member of the 
subgenus Gennma , allied 10 the peregrines ; desert- 
rod, a genus of labiate plants ( Eremostachys ) from 
the Caucasus ( Treas. Bot ; desert-ship, 1 ship of 
the desert’, the camel or dromedary; desert-snake, 
a serpent of the family Psammophidse. , a sand-snake; 
and in various specific names of plants and animals, 
as desert- lark, -mouse, -willow. 

£750 Gray Elegy xiv, And waste its sweetness on the *desert 
air. 1813 Byron Giaour 950 The ^desert-bird Whose beak 
unlocks her bosom’s stream To still her famish’d nestlings* 
scream. 1862 M, L. Wiiately Ragged Life Egypt x. (1865) 
88 Jt[is] hard for any who are not *desert-bred to find their 
way. 1879 Bowden Southey vii. 193 The *desert-circle 
girded by the sky. 1810 Scott Lady of L. m. iv, The 
*desert-dweller met his path. 1883 Miss C. F. Gordon 
Cumming in igth Cent. Aug. 302 ^Desert-larks, wheat-ears, 
and other .. birds do their best to diminish the locusts. 
1621 Lady M. Wroth Urania 441 In the *Desart-like 
wildernes. 1872 Baker Nile Tribnt. xxii. 384 These 
*desert-locked and remote Countries, 1844 Mem. Babylonian 
P’cess. II. 121 A sandy ^desert-looking tract. 1845 Mrs. 
Norton Child of Islands (1846 ) 113 A ^desert-pelican whose 
heart’s best blood Oozed in slow drops. 2822 J. M ontgomery 
Hymn, * Hail to the Lord’s Anointed'’ iv, Arabia’s ^desert- 
ranger To Him shall bow the knee. 2824 Byron Def 
Tram. 1. i. 116 The . . patient swiftness of the *desert-ship, 
The helmless dromedary ! a 1845 Hood An Open Question 
xiv, That desert-ship the camel of the East. 1821 Shelley 
Projneth. Unb. iv. 352 The brackish cup Drained by a 
*desert-troop. 1827 Keble Ckr. Y. 2nd Sund. after Easter, 
The ^desert-wearied tribes, 1833 Rock Hiernrg. (1892) I. 
182 Pilgrimage through this *desert-world. 

Desert, obs. form of Dessert sb. 

Desert (depart), a. Also 4-6 deserte, 6-8 
desart. [ME. desert a. OF. desert , mod.F. di- 
(nth c.) — Pr, and Cat. desert , Sp. desierto , 
It. deserto L. desert-us abandoned, forsaken, left 
or lying waste, pa. pple. of descrcre to sever con- 
nexion with, leave, forsake, abandon, etc. ; in later 
use treated as an attributive use of Desert sb 2 , 
and stressed desert ; but the earlier stress is found 
archaically in 18- 19th c. in sense 1.] 

1 . Deserted, forsaken, abandoned, arch. 

Sometimes as pa. pple. : cf. Desert v , 4. 

1480 Caxton Chron. Eng. eexxvi 233 Wyde clothes des- 
tytut and desert from al old honeste and good vsage. 1540 
Hyrce tr. Fives* Jnstr. Ckr. Worn. U592J Mvj, Noemy 
had beene a widow and desert in deede. 2633 P. Fletcher 
Poet. M isc., Etisa u. iv, Her desert self and now cold Lord 
lamenting. 1774 S. Wesley in Westm. Mag. ] 1 , 654 When. . 
lies desert the nionumented day. 2792 S. Rogers Pleas. 
Mem. 1. 69 As through the gardens desert paths I rove. 
1868 Morris Earthly Par. 1. 254 In that wan place desert 
of hope and fear. 

2 . Uninhabited, unpeopled, desolate, lonely. 

(In mod. usage this sense and 3 are freq. combined.) 

1297 Glouc. 232 pe decyples . . Byletiede in a wylder- 

nesse. .bat me clepup nou Glastynbury, pat desert was po. 
<21340 Ham pole Psalter Cant. 514 He land him in land 
deserte. 1494 Fabyan Chron. 1. ii. 9 This He w* Geaunts 
whylom inhabyt. .Nowe beynge deserte. 157 7 B. Gooce 
Heresbach’s Hush. m. (1586) 127 They seek e the secretest 
and desartest places that may be. 2697 Dkyden Virg. 
Georg. 1. 94 When Deucalion hurl’d His Mother’s Entrails 
on the desart World. *711 Addison Sped. No. 85 fa 
Fallen asleep in a desart wood. 1856 Bryant Poems, To a 
Waterfowl iv, The desert and illimitable air. 

3 . Uncultivated and unproductive, barren, waste ; 
of the nature of a desert. 

1393 Gower Conf. III. 158 Prodegalite . . is the moder of 
pouerte, Wherof the Jondes ben deserte, t 2460 Fortescue 
Abs. $ Lim. Mon. xiii, The centre, .was tho almost diserte 
ffor lakke off tillers, 1634 Sir T. Herbert Trav. 52 The 
Countrey, .is desart, sterile and full of loose sand. 2697 
Drydkn Virg. Georg, iv. 147 A thirsty Train That long 
have travellu thro* a Desart Plain. 1726 Lady M. W. 
Montagu Let. to Ciess of Mar 17 Nov., The kingdom of 
Bohemia is the most desert of any I have seen in Germany. 
1839 Thirlwall Greece VL li, 243 A cross-road leading over 
a desert arid tract, 

4 . Jig. Dry, uninteresting, rare. 

a 1&74 Milton Hist. Mosc. Pref. (1S51) 470 To save the 
Reader a far longer travail of wandring through so many 
desert Authors. 

Desert (d/zsut), V. [a. mod.F. diserter to 
abandon, in OF. to make desext,' leave desert, 

Pr. and Sp. desertar, It desertare ‘ to' make desart. 
or desolate’ (Florio), late L. desertare (Du Cange), 
freq. of deserdre to abandon,] 

1. ■ trans. To abandon,. . forsake, ... relinquish, give 
up (a thing) ; to depart from (a place or position). 

2603 in Grant Burgh Sck. Scott, n. xiii. 365 He,, was 
resoluit to obey God calling him thairto, and to leave and 
desert the said school. '1651 Hobbes Leviath. XL xxx. 275 
He that deserteth the 'Means, deserteth .the Ends, • 2725-20 
Pope Iliad xiv. 488 His slacken’d hand deserts the lance 
it. bore. 1784 Cowpkr Task 1. 392. 'The '.'languid . eye, the 
cheek' Deserted of its bloom, c 2790. Willock Voy. 250 
We resolved to mm : every risk rather than desert her [a 
'.ship]. 1798. H. Skrine Two Tours . Wales 6 , Here desert- 
ing its banks, we climbed the hills. 2875 Jowett Plato 
(ed. 2) IV. 8 Here . . Plato seems prepared to desert his 
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ancient ground. 1879 Lubbock Sci. Led. ii. 36 Such a plant 
would soon be deserted. x 

2. To forsake (a person, institution, cause, etc. 
having moral or legal claims upon one) ; spec, of 
a soldier or sailor : To quit without permission, 
run away from (the service, his colours, ship, post 
of duty, commander, or comrades). 

1647 Clarendon Hist. Reb. n. (1843) 44/1 His affection to 
the church so notorious, that he never deserted it. 1654 tr. 
Martini’s Conq. China 182 Kiangus seeing himself deserted 
of the Tartars, .returned to the City. 1700 S. L. tr. Fry he’s 
Voy. E. Ind, 277 The Dutch that sometimes desert us, and go 
over to the King of Candi. £2:790 Willocic Voy. 175 The 
Christian merchants .. totally deserted him. 1791 Mrs. 
Radcliffe Rom. Forest xii, The offence you have com- 
mitted by deserting ' our post. 1891 Sir H, C. Lopes in 
Law Times' Rep. LXV. 603/1 A husband deserts his wife 
if lie wilfully absents himself from her society, in spite of 
her wish. 

b. To abandon or give up to something, arch. 

1658 J. Webb tr. Cleopatra VIII. ii. 53 The Princesse 

..deserted her soul to the most violent effects of Passion. 
1673 Milton True Relig. Wks. {1847) 563/2 It cannot be 
imagined that God would desert such painful and zealous 
labourers .. to damnable errours. 1812 Landor Count 
Julian Wks. 1846 II. 508 Gracious God ! Desert me to my 
sufferings, but sustain My faith in Thee 1 

c. Of powers or faculties : To fail so as to 
disappoint the needs or expectations of. 

1667 Milton P. L. vih. 563 Wisdom, .deserts thee not. 
1748 Anson's Voy. n. x. >ed. 41 322 The infallibility of the 
Holy Father had . . deserted him. 1875 Jowett Plato (ed. 2) 
I. 260 In the presence of Socrates, his thoughts seem to 
desert him. 

4 d. To fall short of (a standard). Ohs. rare. 

1664 Power Exp. Philos, n. 91 The Quicksilver, .will not 
much desert nor surmount the determinate height.. of 29 
inches 

3. intr. (or absoV) To forsake one's duty, one's 
post, or one's party ; esp. of a soldier or sailor : 
To quit or run away from the service in violation 
of oath or allegiance. 

1689 Jrnl. Ho. Lords, The Lords Spiritual, .who Deserted 
(not Protested) against the Vote in the House of Peers. 
1693 W. Freke Art of IVar v. 247 Hannibal finding his 
Souldiers desert. 179a Gentl. Mag. LXII. 1. 561 The fourth 
regiment .. deserted in a body with their Colonel at their 
head. 1802-3 tr. Pallas' Trav.iiZxz) II. 299 The Kozaks. . 
deserted to the Turks. 1840 Thirlwall Greece VII. lvii. 230 
He deserted in the midst of the battle. 

4. Sc. Law. a. trans. (with pa. pple. in 6 desert.) 
To relinquish altogether, or to put off for the 
time (a suit or ‘diet’) ; to prorogue (Parliament), 
b. intr. To cease to have legal force, become 
inoperative. 

1539 Sc. Acts Jos. V (1B1 4) 353 (Jam.) That this present 
parliament proceide . . quhill it pleiss the kingis grace that 
the samin be desert. 1569 Diurn. Occurr. (1833) 152 Thair 
foir that the saidis lettres sould desert in thameselff. 1752 

i LouTHiAN Form of Process (ed. 2) 251 For deserting a 
iet, or assoilzieing a Pannel. 1773 Erskine Inst. iv. (Jam.', 
If any of the executions appear informal, the court deserts 
the diet. 1861 W. Bell Did. Law Scott, s.v. Desertion , 
To desert the diet shnpliciter . . will . . put a stop to all 
further proceedings. 

Hence Dese-rting vbl. sb. and ppl. a. 

1646 J. Whitaker Uzziah 23 His just deserting of them. 
1700 Dryden Palam. <$• Arc. in. 41 1 Bought senates and 
deserting troops are mine. 1883 Times 27 Aug. 3/6 Colonel 
Rubalcaba. .almost single-handed, had pursued his desert- 
ing regiment. 

Deserted (d/zouted), ppl. a. [f. Desert v. + 
-ED.] Forsaken, abandoned, left desolate. 

1629 J. Maxwell tr. Herodian (1635) 413 The deserted 
Villages. 1667 Milton P. L. iv. 922 Thy deserted host. 
1751 Johnson Rambler No. 107 F 8 The hospital for the 
reception of deserted infants. 1769 Goldsmith (title) The 
Deserted Village : a Poem. 1855 Macaulay Hist. Eng. IV. 
212 The deserted hamlets were then set on fire. 
Bese'rte&ness. [f. prec. + -NESS.] Deserted 
condition, forlorn desolation. 

1818 Blackw. Mag. III. 219 The . . unexpected deserted- 
ness .. of this romantic city. 1866 Alger Solit. Nat. 4* 
Man 11. 37 True desertedness and its pangs. 

Deserter (dZzS’xtei). Also 7 desertor, -our. 
[f. Desert v. + -kr 1 ; after F. diserteur , L. desertor 
one who forsakes, abandons, or deserts, agent-noun 
from deser'ire to leave, forsake.] 

1. One who forsakes or abandons a person, place, 
or cause ; usually with implied breach of duty or 
allegiance. Const, of. 

1635 A. Stafford Fern. Glory (1869) 80 A base Desertour 
of my Mother Church. 1697 Dryden Virg. Georg, iv. 91 
Streight to their ancient Cells . . The reconcil’d # Deserters 
will repair. 1769 Junius Lett , xv. 64 A submissive admin- 
istration , . collected from the deserters of all parties,. 1885 
Ad 48-9 Vid. c. 60 § 15 The extradition of offenders (includ- 
ing deserters of wives and children). 

2. esp. A soldier or seaman who quits the service 
without permission, in violation of oath or alle- 
giance. 

1667 Decay Chr. Piety iii. § 7. 219 We are the same de- 
sertors whether we stay in our own camp, or run over to 
the enemy’s. 1700 S. L. tr. Fry he's Voy. E. Ind. 91 These 
we immediately hung up . . as it is the constant custom, 
which the Dutch observe whenever they catch any of their 
Deserters.' ' 1841 Elphinstone Hist. Ind. II. 165 Deserters 
of different ranks came in from C&bul. 
attrib. 1871 Daily News 13 Jan., The deserter officers. 
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Desertful (d&outful), aJ ? Obs. [f. Desert 
J i.i+-FUL.] Of great desert; meritorious, deserv- 
ing. Const, of. 

1583 Golding Cahnn on Dent, lxxxiv, 5x8 To shewe that 
God is beholden to vs, that our workes are desertfull. 3:622 
Fletcher Wild-Goose Chase v. vi. Till I be more desertful 
in your eye. 1638 Ford Lady’s Trial 1 v. i, Therein He shews 
himself desertful of his happiness. 

4 Dese rtful, a 2 Obs. rare. [f. Desert sb. 2 
+ -ful.] Desert, desolate. 

1601 Chester Loues Mart. 21 Enuie, go packe thee, .To 
some desertfull plaine or Wildernesse. 

Desertfully, adv. [f. Desertful af + -ly.] 
By desert, deservingly, rightfully. 

1598 Munday & Chettle Do’iunf Earl Huntington n. ii. 
in Hazl. Dodsley VIII. 132 As^ Lacy lies, Desertfully, for 
prideand treason stabb’d. 2629 T ime’s Storehouse 58/2 (L.), 
Aristotle (and veiy desertfully) calleth the commonwealth of 
the Massilians oligarchial. 2625 Modell Wit 62 Wherefore 
desertfully. .a fault of diuers conditions . . ought not to bee 
censured with one and the same punishment. 

Desertion (dzzoujan). Also 7 dissertion. 
[a. F. desertion (1414 in Hatzf.), ad. L. desertion- 
em, n. of action from deserfre to forsake, abandon, ! 
f. De- I. 2 + serere to join.] 

1. The action of deserting, forsaking, or abandon- 
ing, esp. a person or thing that has moral or legal 
claims to the deserter’s support ; sometimes simply, 
abandonment of or departure from a place. 

1592 W. Perkins {title). Spiritual Desertions, seruing to 
Terrifie all Drowsie Protestants. 1612-15 Bp. Hall Con- 
tempt. , N. T. iv. vi, Season, and sea, and wind, and their 
Master’s desertion, had agreed to render them perfectly miser- 
able. 1651 Davenant Gondibertn. in. lxiv. These scorn the 
Courts dissertion of their age. 2672 Milton Samson 632 

5 woonings of despair, And sense of H eaven’s desertion. 1683 
Brit. Spec. 178 After the Desertion of this Island by the 
Romans. 1752 Johnson Ranibler No. 270 ? 13 Mingled his 
assurances of protection . . with threats of total desertion. 
1856 Kane Arct. Expl. II. xxviii. 278 A desertion of the 
coast and a trial of the open water. 1875 Jowett Plato 
I. 341 He is certain that desertion of his duty is an evil. 

2. Law. The wilful abandonment of an employ- 
ment or of duty, in violation of a legal or moral 
obligation ; esp. such abandonment of the military 
or naval service. Also, wilful abandonment of tbe 
conjugal society, without reasonable cause, on the 
part of a husband or wife. 

1712 W. Rogers Voy. Introd. 18 In case of Death, Sick- 
ness or Desertion of any of the above Officers. 2811 Wel- 
lington in Gurw. Desp. VIII. 292 They have nearly put a 
stop to desertion from the enemy’s ranks. 1840 Thirlwall 
Greece VII. lvii. 231 Ranks thinned by frequent desertions. 
1891 Sir H. C. Lopes in Law Times’ Rep. LXV. 603/1 
To constitute desertion the parties must be living together 
as man and wife when the desertion takes place. 

3. Sc. Lazo. Desertion of the diet : Abandonment 
of proceedings on the libel in virtue of which the 
panel has been brought into court ; which may be 
shnpliciter. altogether, or pro loco et tempore, tem- 
porarily. See Desert v. 4 . 

1861 W. Bell Did. Law Scotl. 281/x The effect of such 
a [simpliciter] desertion of the diet is declared to be, that 
the panel shall be for ever free of all challenge or question 
touching that offence. 

4. Deserted condition; desertedness. 

2751 Johnson Rambler . No. 174 F 13 , 1 was convinced, by 
a total desertion, of the impropriety of my conduct. 1821 
Southey Vis. Judgem. iii, That long drear dream of deser- 
tion. 1876 Farrar Marlb. Serin. vi. 51 The College build- 
ings will be almost melancholy in their desertion and silence. 

4 b. Theol. ( Spiritual despondency; a sense of 
the dereliction of God’ (Johnson). Obs. 

a 1716 South (J.), The spiritual agonies of a soul under 
desertion. 

f Desertive (dM*itiv\ a. obs . rare. [f. De- 
sert sb. L 4- -ive.] Meritorious, worthy. 

2596 Nashe Saffron Walden 124 Master Bodley, a Gentle- 
man . . of singular desertiue reckoning and industrie. 

Desertless (d/z§utles), a. 1 [f. Desert sb. 1 

+ -LESS.] 

1. Without desert or merit ; undeserving. 

1601 Cornwallyes Ess. ii. it. (1631) 3j2c> If desertlesse the 
begger and you differ but in the quantitie. 1632 Heywood 
Maid of West n. 1. Wks. 1874 II. 352 Prize me low And of 
desertlesse merit. 1700 AsTRYtr. Saavedra-Faxardo II. 108 
He promis’d to reform the Militia, and afterwards admitted 
Persons wholly desertless. 1891 Pall Mall G. 23 Dec. 2/3 
Constant to her desertless husband. 

4 2. Unmerited, undeserved. Obs. 

1556 J. Heywood Spider 4* F. xv. 47 This augmenteth my 
greefe, Thus to be chargde, with desertles repreefe. 1600 
Dekker Gentle Craft Wks. 1873 I. 74 Your Grace .. Heapt 
on the head of this degenerous boy, Desertiess favours. 
1613-32 Primer our Lady 366 The mother wailing For her 
Sons desertlesse paine, 

43. Involvingnorecompense or reward; thankless. 
2607 Tourneur Rev. Trag. iii. vi, I am allotted To that 
desertlesse office, to present you With the yet bleeding head. 
1615 T. Adams Lycanthropy Ep. Ded. 1 It is no desertlesse 
office to discover that insatiate beast. 

Hence D ese* artlessly adv., undeservedly. 

1612 Beaum. & Fl. Kins; $ no King iii. ii, People will call 
you valiant ; desertlessly I think. 

Desertless (de*z 9 itles), a. 2 rare. [f. Desert 
sb 2 + -less.] Without or devoid of desert land. 

1822 New Monthly Mag. IV. 374 We recognize the lion 
as having some other relation to our desertless island. 
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Besertness (de-zaitnes). [f. Desert a. 4 - 
-ness.] Desert condition ; barren desolation. 

a 1400 Cov. Myst. (Shaks. Soc.) 203 In whylsum place of 
desertnes. 2548 Udall, etc. Erastn. Par. Luke v. 64 The 
desertenesse of the countrey liyng waste, a 1656 Ussher 
'Ann. (1658) 773 The desertnesse of the Country, .did much 
afflict them, i860 Ruskin Mod. Paint. V. ix. i. 202 True 
desertness is not in the want of leaves, but of life. 

4 R@se*rtrice. obs. rare. [f. Deserter : on 
the type of F. feminines, e.g. adeur , adrice : see 
-trice.] A female deserter. 

1645 Milton Tetrach. (1851) 166 Cleave to a Wife, but let 
her bee a wife . . not an adversary, not a desertrice. 

So also Desertress, Dese'rtrix. [see -tuix.] 

In mod. Diets. 

4Dese*rtuotis, desa-rttums, a. Obs. [irreg. 
f. L. desertum Desert sbA + -ous.] Of the nature 
of a desert ; of or pertaining to a desert. 

1632 Lithgow Trav. vi. 253 In all this deformed Countrey, 
wee saw neyther house, nor Village, for it is altogether de- 
sartuous. Ibid. vii. 320 The Isthmus, and Confine of De- 
sartuous Arabia. Ibid. xx. 378 My Desartuous wandring. 

De*serty, a. [f. Desert sb. 2 + -Y.] Having 
the quality of a desert. 

1891 W. S. Hawkes in Chicago Advance 29 Jan., The most 
deserty of deserts, where there Is not a green thing. 

4 Bese’rvaMy, adv. Obs. rare . [f. *desei'vable 
(f. Deserve v. + -able).] Deservedly, justly. 

1593 Q. Eliz. Boethius iv. 86 Want of punishment, which 
deserueably thy self hast confest is the greatest yll lniquitie 
can haue. 

Deserve (dizs-iv), V. Forms: 4— deserve; 
also 4 de-, des-, discerve, desserve, 4-6 dis- 
serve, 6 dyserve. [a. OF . deserv-ir, now (for 
sake of pronunciation ) desservir L. dcservire to 
serve zealously, well, or meritoriously, f. De- I. 3 
- 1 - servire to serve : hence, in late pop. L., to merit 
by service.] 

4 1. trans. To acquire or earn a rightful claim, 
by virtue of actions or qualities, to ^something) ; 
to become entitled to or worthy of (reward or 
punishment, esteem or disesteem, position, desig- 
nation, or any specified treatment)* Obs. or arch. 

[1292 Britton v. x. § 5 Si ele ne puisse averrer . . qe ele 
pout dowarie aver deservi ] £1325 E. E. A Hit. P. B. 613 
3 y f euer }>y mon vpon inolde merit disserued. c 1340 Cursor 
M. 10350 (Trin.)Childre J>at. .ofte deseruen ( Laud decervyn] 
muchel mede. c 1400 Rom. Rose 5093 , 1 drede youre wrath 
to disserve. 2495 Act it Hen. VII , c. 22 § 4 Artificers ; . 
waste moch part of the day and deserve not their wagis. 
a 1533 Ld. Berners Huon lxiii. 219 Honoure is dewe to 
them that dyserueth it. 1590 Shaks. Mids. N. n. ii. 124 
When at your hands did I deserue this scorne ? 17x3 Addi- 
son Cato 1. ii, 'Tis not in mortals to Command Success, But 
we ’ll do more, Sempronius ; we 'll Deserve it. 
t b. Const, with inf. Obs. or arch. 

£1385 Chaucer L. G. W. Prol. 502 That hast deseruyd 
sorere for to smerte. £2400 Maundev. (1839) ix. 200 Men 
that han disserved to ben dede. 

t G. with indirect obj. and subord. clause, Obs. 

1529 More Dyaloge iv. Wks. 268/1 Nor neuer deserued 
we vnto him y c he should so much doe for vs. 

2. To have acquired, and thus to have, a rightful 
claim to ; to be entitled to, in return for services 
or meritorious actions, or sometimes for ill deeds 
and qualities; to be worthy to have. (Now the 
ordinary sense, in which to deserve is the result of 
having desei'ved in sense 1 .) 

[c 1400 Maundev, (Roxb.) Prol. x He desserued neuer nane 
euill; for he did neuer euill, ne thoght neuer euill.] £1440 
Promp. Parv. 120 Deservyn . . be worthy to havyn (K), 
mereor. c 1500 New Not-br. May d in Anc. Poet. Tracts 
(Percy Soc.) 46 Mercy or grace, A fore your face, He none 
deserueth in dede. 1599 H. Buttes Dyets drie Dinner G v t 
We have many other herbes which deserve that name. 1599 
Shaks. Mtich Ado iii. i. 45 Doth not the Gentleman Deserue 
as full as fortunate a bed? 1631 Shirley Love Tricks v. ii, 
He gave me two or three kicks, which I deserved well 
enough. 1651 Hobbes Leviath. n. xxvii. 156 All Crimes doe 
equally deserve the name of Injustice. 1668 Lady Cha- 
worth in 12 th Rep. Hist. MSS. Comm. App. v. 10 Mr. Ho. 
. .deserves a better fate than to be ever of the loosing side. 
1676 Lister in Ray’s Con\{ 1848) 124, I am well pleased 
your Catalogue of Plants is again to be printed : it certainly 
deserves it. 1716 Lady M.W. Montagu Lett. 10 Oct. (1887) 
1. 128, 1 deserve not all the reproaches you make me. c 1850 
A?‘ab. Nts. 546 Do you think that you deserve the favour? 
Mod. The subject deserves fuller treatment than can be 
given to it here. 

fig. or transf. a 1631 Donne Lett., To Mrs . B. White 
(1651) 6 Not to return till towards Christmas, except the 
business deserve him not so long, 
b. Const, with inf 

1585 J. B. tr. Viret’s Sch. Beastes A iv b, Yf the beastes 
do better their office . . then men doe theirs, they deserve 
more to be called reasonable, then men. 1612 Brinsley 
Lud. Lit. xiii. (1627) 174 Herein many a Master deserves 
rather to be beaten then the scholler. 1841-4 Emerson 
Ess., Spir. Laws Wks. (Bohn) I. 65 Only those books come 
down which deserve to last. 1856 Froude Hist. Eng. (1858) 
I. ii. 90 The clergy had won the battle then because they 
deserved to win it. 

3. absol. or intr. 4 &• To become entitled to the 
fitting recompense of action, character, or qualities, 
b. To be so entitled ; to have just claims for reward 
or punishment ; to merit, be worthy. Often in phr. 
to deserve ill or well of. 

£1300 Treat. Fop. Scie?ice 140 And went wheder heo hath 
deserved, to joye other to pyne. a 1340 Hampole Psalter 
xvi. x Here me as ray rightwisnes deserues. c 1400 Destr. 
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DESICCATIVE. 


Trey 120219 Ryches. .To be delt to }>e duglni. .As jaai sothly 
d esse ray t. 1535 Coverdale Feel. ix. 5 They y* be deed, 
knowe nothings, nether deserue they eny more, a 3669 
Trapp in Spurgeon Treas. Dav. Ps, vii. 16 Executed at 
Tyburn, as he had well deserven. 1697 Dryden Virg. 
Gears', tv. 136 That he, who best deserves, alone may reign. 
1709 Hearne Collect . (Oxf. Hist. Soc.) II, 234 He deserves 
well of the Publick. x8xx Genl. Floyd in Southey Life 
Bell (18^ II. 640 You would, indeed, to use the French 
phrase, ‘ Deserve well of the country.' 1840 Thackeray 
Paris Sk. Bk., Fr, Fashion. Novels, Deputies who had de- 
served well of their country. 1873 Jowett Plato (ed, 2) V. 
348 Slaves ought to he punished as they deserve, 
c. in implied good sense. 

1608 Middleton Trick to catch Old One 1. i, Find him so 
officious to deserve, So ready to supply ! 175a Young 

Brothers iv. i. While you deserved, my passion was sincere. 

*f 4 . trans. To secure by service or quality of 
action; to earn, win. b. Const, to (=«for): To 
earn or win for (another). Ohs. 

1377 Langl. P. PL B. xiv. 134 Selden deieth he out of 
dette pat dyneth ar lm deserue it. 1393 Gower Conf. III. 
299 He . .which had his prise deserved. .Was made begin a 
middel horde, c 1440 Gesta. Rom . x. 29 (Harl. MS.) Me 
most euery day nedis laboure, and deserue viij pense. c rgoo 
Lancelot 1027 Tharfor y red hir thank at ]?ow disserue. 1590 
Marlowe Edw. If iv. ii, But by the sword, my lord, ’t 
must be deserv’d. 

b. *398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. ir. xvii. (1495) 43 And 
in prayenge the angel desceruyth mede to vs. c 1449 Pecock 
Repr. 11. xix. 266 A cros. .was the instrument wher yn Crist 
. .deserued to us al oure good. 1628 Gaule Pract, Th. 
(16291 10 How. . could the humane Nature of ours deserue 
that to vs which his own could not deserue vnto it self© ? 

To serve, do service to; to be serviceable or 
subservient to; to serve or treat well, to benefit. Ohs. 

c 1340 Cursor M. 8403 (Trill.) Pat neuer did ne disserued 
[Cott. seruid] vileny. 1382 wycli'f Neb. xiii. 16 By suche 
oostis God is disseruyd. 1501 Douglas Pal. Hon. Prol. 93 
How lang sail I thus foruay Quhilk 50W and Venus in this 
garth deseruis ? 1625 Massinger New Way iv. ii, Of all the 
scum that grew rich by my riots, This.', and this .. have 
worst deserved me. 1634 — Very Woman n. iii, You in this 
Shall much deserve me. 

t b. inir. with to, for, or infinitive in same sense. Obs. 
c 1380 Wyclif Serm. Sel. Wks, II. 250 Loue techif? to for- 
3eue hem and disserue to hem. c 1430 tr. De Imitations hi. 
Iv, Thou k»owist..hov muche tribulacion deseruip to purge 
pe rust of my vices, c 1460 Bp. Grossetestes Househ St at. 
m Babees Bk. (1868) 330 The vessels deseruyng for ale and 
wyne. 1326 Pilgr Perf. (W. de W. 1531) 109 b, For these 
vertues . . deserueth to the gyfte of pite, and thexercyse of 
them disposeth. .man to the perfeccyon of the same. 

f 8. trans. To give in return for service rendered ; 
to pay back, requite. Ohs. 

. <r 1385 Chaucer L. G. W. 1624 Medea, My might, ne my 
labour, May nat disserve it in myn lyvys day. 1393 Gower 
Conf. III. 156 But other, which have nought deserved 
Through vertue .. A king shall nought deserve grace. 
1470-85 Malory Arthur ir. ix, I am moche beholdyng vnto 
hytn, & I haue yll deserued it vnto hym for his kyndenes. 
*523-5 Bn. Berners Froiss. II. 638 (R.) Whereof we shall 
thank e you, and deserve it to you and yours. 

Deserved (di'zauvd, -ed ),ppl.a. [f. prec. + -ed.] 
1. Rightfully earned ; merited. 

1552 Huloet, Deserued, meritus.^ 1579 Sidney Apol. 
poetrie (Arb.) 20 His deserued credite. 1607 Shaics. Cor. 
m. iii. 140 Giue him deseru’d vexation. 1709 Steele Tatler 
No. 9 p 1 The Old Batchelor, a Comedy of deserved Repu- 
tation. 1828 Scott F. M. Perth xxxii, The day of thy de- 
served doom, 1859 Hall Vd&amdattd , Pref. 46 Com- 
mentaries which are held in deserved esteem. 

1 2 . That has deserved [L. meritus] ; meritorious, 
worthy} = Deserving ppl. a. Ohs. rare. 

x 607 Shaks. Cor. in. i. 292 Rome, whose Gratitude To- 
wards her deserued Children, is enroll’d. 

Deservedly (d/zouvedli), adv. [f. Deserved 
+ -Li X Cf. L. merits.'] According to desert or 
merit ,* rightfully, worthily. 

1548 Thomas Ital. Grain., MerUamente, woorthely or 
deseruedly. 1576 Fleming Panop l . Epist. 415 It may de- 
servedly challenge immortalitie. 1671 Milton P. R. 1. 407 
Deservedly thou griev’st, composed of lies. _ 1709 Addison 
' Tatler No. 122 P 1 A People of so much Virtue were de- 
servedly placed at the Head of Mankind. 1872 Jenkinson 
Guide Eng'. Lakes (1879) 176 Some of the views are much 
and deservedly admired. 

Dese*rvedness. [f. as prec. + -ness.] The 
quality of having deserved ; desert, worthiness; in 
good sense* excellence. 

<21628 F. Greville Sidney (1652) 24 No exterior Signe of 
degree, or deservedness. 1643 T. Goodwin Aggratu Sin 31 
Daniel would convince Balshazzar of his deservednesse to 
lose his Kingdome. 1889 A, P. Foster in Chicago A dvance 
28 Mar., The deservedness of bis cause. 

Bese'rveless, a. rare. [f. Deserve v. + 
-less.] Undeserving. 

1648 Herrick Hesper., To his Bk. (1869) 79 Deserveless of 
the name of Paragon. 

Hence Dese'rvelessly adv., undeservedly, un- 
justifiably."'"- 

1654 Vilvain Epit. Ess . iv. 77 Henry put to death deserve- 
lesly [printed deservdlesly], Two Noblemen. 

Beserver (d/zo-ivoi). In 6 -our. [f. Deserve 
v. + -BE K Cf, OF. deserveor, -eur (Godef.).] One 
who deserves or merits ; esp. one who deserves well. 

1549 Udall, etc. Erasm. Par. r Tim. vi. a More is to 
be done for yj deseruour than for the exactour, more for 
the Iouyngmaister[etc.J. 1606 Shaks. Ant. # Cl. 1. ii. 193 
Whose Loue is neuer link'd to the deseruer, Till his deserts 
are past. 1623 Bingham Xenophon 139 Kinde remembrers 
of your well deseruers. 1631 Laud Wks. ( 1853) V, 256 The 
man certainly is an ill deserver. 1704 Swift T. iii. Wks. 
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1760 I. 48 Other great deservers of mankind. 1829 E. 
Bather Serm. II. 364 Christ is the deserver of everything 
for sinners. 

t Bese*rveress. Ohs. [f. prec. + -ess.] A 
female deserver. 

1612 Shelton Qnlx. 1 . 1 . 1 3 Make you Deserveress of the 
Deserts that your Greatness deserves. *7x0 Steele latter 
No. 178 pi. 

+ Bese’rvice. Obs. rare — \ In 5 -yce. fr. 
Deserve v., after service . (OF. had deservice •=» 
Disservice.)] *= Desert shf ; deserving. 

1480 Caxton Ckron. Eng. lxxviii. 64 He reproued. .Iyther 
tyrants and hem chastysed after hir deseruyse. 

t Bese'rvient, ppd a. Obs. [ad. L. deservient- 
em y pr. pple. of deservire to serve zealously, etc.] 
Of service, helpful. 

1578 Banister Hist. Mam. 22 Passages . . deseruient to 
the transmitting of Sinewes. x66i Sir H : V one's Politicks 
12 More sutable to the Time, then deservient to Necessity. 

Deserving (d/zouvig), vhl. sh. [f. Deserve 
v. + -ing L] Desert, merit ; = Desert jA I 
1388 Wyclif Ps. vii. 5 Falle Y, bi disseruyng. 1482 Monk 
of Evesham (Arb.) 37 Aftyr ther olde merytys and de- 
seruynges . . holpe . . or lettyd. a 154* Wyatt Poet. Wks. 
(t86i) 185 Chastise me not for my deserving According to 
thy just conceived ire. x6oo L. Blount tr Conestaggio 94 
Striving to make knowne his better deserving. 1721 Cibber 
Love in Riddle 11. i, My weak Praise would wrong his full 
Deservings. 1814 Mrs. J. W est A licia de Lacy 1 . 181 Was 
he, indeed . . ignorant of his own deserving ? 1866 Kingsley 
Hereto, iii, Ah ? that he would reward the proud according 
to their deservings. 

Bese*rving, pph a. [f. as prec. + -ing 2.] 
That deserves (good, ill, etc.) ; used contextually 
with either sense implied ; but esp. in a good sense, 
meritorious, worthy. 

1376 Fleming Panopl. Epist . 117 Your meritorious and 
wel deserving behaviour. cx6xo Middleton, etc. Widow 

I. i, To the deservingest of all her sex. 1676 Dryden 
Aurengz. v. i. p. 77 Cease to grieve And for a more de- 
serving Husband live, a 1685 Otway (J.), Courts axe the 
places . . Where the deserving ought to rise. 1828 G. W . 
Bridges Ann. Jamaica II. xv. 224 Severer punishment 
upon the deserving culprits. Mod. The problem of the 
relief of the deserving poor. 

b. Const, of (rarely omit ted t 

1769 Goldsmith Ram. Hist. (1786) II. 259 He was highly 
deserving this distinction. 1813 J. Thomson Led. hiflam. 
171 Observations the more deservingof your attention. 1854 

J , S. C. Abbott Napoleon (1855 J H. xii. 206 They all appeared 
deserving his attention. 1853 Macaulay Hist. Eng. III. 405 
Delinquents, .deserving of exemplary punishment. 

Beservingly (d&suvigli), adv. [f. prec. + 
-LY -.] In a deserving manner ; meritoriously. 

1552 Huloet, Deseruingly, merito. c 1561 Vf.ron Free - 
will 5% b, lustlye and deseruinglye put from those thipges. 
2650 R. S tap ylton Strada's Low C.Warres vm. 3 Had 
often (and deservingly) the experience of ill fortune. 1737 
Clorana 125 Bellmont had placed his Friendship very de- 
servingly. 

Bese'rvingness. [f. as prec. + -ness.] De- 
serving quality, desert, merit ; worthiness. 

1631 Celestina xn, 145 Growne to, .a better deservingnesse 
in vour selves. 1865 J. Grote Treat. Moral Ideas ii. 1 1876) 
21 That virtue consisted in moral beauty, or in deservingness 
of human approbation. _ 

Desese, obs. var. of Disease, Disseize v. 
t Desespei'r, sh. Obs. Also 5 dess-, dis-, 
«peyr(e. [a. OF. desespeir ( mod . F, ddsespoir ) , vbl. 
sb, from ddsespirer to Despair, q.v,] By- form of 
Despair sb. 

c 1374 Chaucer Troylus i. 605 With desespeir [v.rr. des- 
sespeir, disespeyr] so sorwfully me offendeth. 1393 Gower 
Conf. II. 325 In desespeire a man to falle. 

t Besesperre, V. Obs. Also disespeyre. [a. 
OF, desespere-r.] By-form of Despair v. 

C1380 Chaucer Compl. to his Lady 7 So desespalred I am 
from alle blisse. c 1430 Lydg. Min. Poems (Percy Soc.) 236 
A verray preef of his mercy, that no man disespeyre. — 
ibid. 179 Disespeyred. 

tDese'sperance, -aunce. Ohs. Also dis-. 
[a. OF. disespemnee (12th c. in Hatzf.) = Pr. des- 
esperansa, a Romanic compound of des - 7 L. dis- + 
esperantia , -za, -ce, f. esperare, esperen—L. sperdre 
to hope.] Despairing, despair. 

c 1374 Chaucer T roylus 11. 1258 (1307) That lay. . By-twixen 
hope and derk desesperaunce. c 1460 Pol. Eel. fy L. Poems 
(1866) 68 His suerte he putteth in disesperaunce. 

t Bese*sperat, a. Ohs. In 4 dis-. [ad. OF. 
desesperi, Pr. desesperat, — 'h. desperdt-us despaired, 
Desperate.] Desperate, hopeless, 

C1384 Chaucer H. E'ame in, 923 And wost thy selfen 
outtirly Disesperat of alle hlys. 

Deseue, -seny, -seve, obs. ff. Deceive v . 

c 1350 Will. Palerne 3307 A-drad to j>e deth pei deseuy 
here wold, 

Desever, obs. form of Dissever v. 

Deseyt, -te, Deseyve, obs. forms of Deceit, 
Deceive, etc. 

Desgise, -guise, -gyse, obs. ff. Disguise. 
Deshabille : see Dishabille. 

Desherit, etc., obs. form of Disherit, etc. 
Deshese, Deshight, obs. ff. Disease. De- 
Sight. 

Deshonour, obs. form of Dishonour. 

Desi, obs, form of Dizzy a. 

Desiatin, var. of Dessiatire. 


Desiccant (d/srkant, de'sikant), a. and sb. 
[ad. L. desiccant-em , pr. pple. of desiccdre : see 
Desiccate, and note there as to stress.] 

A. adj. Having the property of drying ; serving 
to dry ; esp. of a medicinal agent, 

1773 Ash, Desiccant , drying, drying up humours. 1873 
H. C. Wood Therap. (1879) 39 Litharge . . used as a desic- 
cant astringent powder for ulcers. 

B. sb. A drying or desiccating agent ; a medicine 
or remedy which dries tip. 

1676 Wiseman Surgery vm. v. (R.), We endeavour by 
moderate detergents and desiccants, to cleanse and dry the 
diseased parts. 1866 Pall Mall G. No. 492. 739/1 Dry air 
is the most effective desiccant. 

Be’siccate, pph a. arch . [ad. L. desiccat-us 
dried up, pa. pple. of desiccdre : see next] Desic- 
cated, dried, 

c 3420 Pallad. on Hush. iv. 179 But . dales thre this seede 
is goode bewette In mylk or meth, and after desiccate Sette 
hem ; thai wol be swete. i 6 z 6 Bacon Sylva g 842 Bodies 
desiccate, by Heat, or Age. 1840 Browning Sordello n. 313 
Juicy in youth or desiccate with age. 

Desiccate (d/si-k^t, de’sik^t), v . [f. L. desic - 

cat-, ppl. stem of desiccdre to dry completely, dry 
up, f. De- I. 3 + siccdre to dry, siccus dry. 

(For changing stress see note to Contemplate : desiccate 
is the only pronunciation in Diets, down to 1864, and in 
Ogilvie 1882, Cassell 1883.)] 

1. trans. To make quite dry; to deprive thor- 
oughly of moisture ; to dry, dry up. Alsoy^. 

In U.S. applied to the thorough drying of articles of food 
for preservation. 

*575 Turberv. Faulconrie 261 They doe mollifie, and de- 
siccate the wounde or disease. % 6 z 6 Bacon Sylva § 727 Wine 
helpeth to digest and desiccate the moisture. 1657 Tomlin- 
son Renou'sDisp. 181 This . . will desiccate an ulcer. 3808 
J. Barlow Columb . iv. 426 No . . courtly art [shall] Damp 
the bold thought or desiccate the heart. 1832 I. Taylor 
Saturday Even , (1834) 297 Atheism in all its forms desiccates 
the affections. 1839 Bailey Festtts Proem, Though we 
should by art Bring earth to gas and desiccate the sea. 1883 
Proctor in KnotvL. 3 Aug.^/t The shock was of sufficient 
intensity to . . partially desiccate the muscular tissues. 

2 . intr. To become dry. rare. 

1679 Rycaut Grk. Church 277 Bodies of such whom they 
have Canonized for Saints to continue unconsumed, and . . 
to dry and desiccate like the Mummies in Egypt. 

lienee Desiccating 1 vbl. sb. and ppl. a. 

1651 tr. Bacon's Life $ Death 7 They speak much of the 
Elementary Quality of Siccity or Drienesse ; and of things 
Desiccating. 1866 J. M artineau Ess. 1 . 388 The very things 
which this desiccating rationalism flung off. *871 B. Stewart 
Heat § 63 The . . air was . . thoroughly dried by being passed 
through a desiccating apparatus. 1893 A tkenmnn 1 Apr. 
402/2 That desiccating of the Anglo-Saxon in North America 
which Humboldt and others have commented upon. 

Desiccated (d/si-k^ted, de-sik^ted), ppl. a. 
[f. Desiccate v. + ~ed.] Deprived or freed of 
moisture ; dried ; (of food) dried for preservation. 

1677 Hale Prim. Orig. Man. 11 vii. 193 By elevation .. 
from the Sea or some desiccated places thereof. 1847-8 H. 
Miller First Impr. xvii. (1857) 330 The living souls, .which 
had once animated these withered and desiccated bodies. 
1884 Health Exhib. Catal , 9/1 Preserved Potato and Desic- 
cated Soup. Ibid. 1 81 American Breakfast Cereals . . hulled, 
crushed, steam-cooked, and desiccated. 

Desiccation (desik<?J jhn). [ad. L. desiccdtion- 
em, n. of action from desiccdre : see Desiccate v.] 
The action of making quite dry } depriving or free- 
ing of moisture ; dried up condition. 

1477 Norton Ord. Alch. vii, in Ashm. (1652) 104 Another 
Fier is Fire of Dislocation. 1341 R. Copland Guy don's 
Formularye T iv b, Composed woundes apostemate with 
venym requyrethstrongedesiccacyon. ^ 1684 T. Burnet Th. 
Earth 11. 26 A great drought and dessication of the earth. 
1805 W. Saunders Min. Waters 352 To finish the desicca- 
tion of the residue over a water hath. 1836 Macgillivray 
tr. Humboldt's Trav. iii. 44 Mummies, reduced to an extra- 
ordinary degree of desiccation. 1865 Livingstone Zambesi 
iv.pi The general desiccation which Africa has undergone. 

h. atirib as desiccation-crack, in GeoL, a crack 
produced in a bed of clay in the process of drying, 
and subsequently filled by a new deposit of soft 
matter. 

1865 Pace GeoL Terms 173 Appearances . . known as de- 
siccation cracks, .not to be confounded with “joints’, ‘ cleav- 
age ’ and similar phenomena, 1880 A. R. Wallace 1st. Life 
vi. 85 Irregular desiccation marks, like the cracks at the 
bottom of a sun-dried muddy pool. x88* Geikik Text-bk. 
GeoL iv, i. 485 These desiccation-cracks or sun-cracks, .prove 
that die surface of rock on which they lie was exposed to 
the air and dried before the next layer of water-borne sedi- 
ment was deposited upon it. 

Desiccative (d/srkativ, de*sik<dtiv), a. and sb. 
Also 5-6 dosyccatif, dyssyceatzue. [ad. med.L. 
desiccdtiv-us, f. L. desiccat- : see above and -1 VE.] 

A, adj. Having the tendency or quality of dry- 
ing up. 

1341 R. Copland Galyeu's Terafi. 2 Aivb, The faculte 
of medycyns ought to he desyccatyfe. 1601 Holland Pliny 
xxxl x, Astringent it' is, desiccative, binding, and knitting. 
1796 Morse Amer. Geog. 1 . 60 Warm winds, as the Sirocco, 
Harmatan, etc., are more desiccative than cold winds. *838 
T. Thomson Chem. Org. Bodies 429 It is more desiccative 
than linseed oil. 

B. sb. A desiccative agent ; a desiccant. ? Obs. 

' c 1400 ^ L anf rands Cirurg. 57 A moist discracie. |>ou schalt 
help wij^desiccativis. 1 *541 R, Copland Guy don's Formu- 
larye R iij b, Medycyns that be colde, dyssycatyues, and 
infrigidatyues. ■ 1601 Holland Pliny II. 138 Wheat, is such 
a desiccatiue, that it wil draw and drie vp the wine or any 
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other liquor in a barrell which is buried within it. 1708 
Brit. Apollo No. 72. 2/1 Code is a very great Desiccative. 
1758 J- S. Le Drait's Observ. Surg. (1771) 201 The Wound. . 
was dressed with . . Desiccatives, calcined Alum [etc.]. 

Desiccator (d&rk#3i, de’sikctei). [agent-n. 
in L. form from desiccare to Desiccate.] One 
who or that which desiccates or dries ; a name 
given to a chemical apparatus used to dry sub- 
stances which are decomposed by heat or by ex- 
posure to the air ( = Exsiccator) ; and, in later 
commercial use, to contrivances for the desiccation 
of fruit, milk, or other articles of food, also of tan- 
bark, etc. 

1837 R> B. Ede Pract. Client. 173 Occasionally evaporations 
are performed with much benefit by aid of desiccators. 1883 
in Encycl. Diet. (Cassell). 

Desiccator^ (clisrkatori), a. [f. as Desiccate 
v. + -ory.J Desiccative. 

ci8oo Travels of Anacharsis II. 467 (L.) Pork is desic- 
catory, but it strengthens and gasses easily. 1892 Athenaeum 
30 Jan. 145/2 Beneath the desiecatory influences to which 
Central Asia has been subject for centuries. 

Deside, obs. form of Decide. 

+ DesideraM’lity. Obs. [f. next : see -ITY.] 
The quality of being desirable ; desirableness. 

1635 Heywood Hierarch . 11. Comm. 97 Amabilitie, Desi- 
derabilitie. .Pulchritude, lucunditie. 

f Desi*derable, a. Obs. Also 4 deseder-, 
desyder-. [ad. L. desiderdbil-is desirable, f. 
desiderdre (see Desiderate) : cf. rare OF. desi- 
de? -able, and see Desirable.] To be desired ; 
desirable. 

a 1340 Hampole Psalter xviii. xi j?e domes of God are 
desiderabile abouen all riches, c 1340 — Prose Tr. 2 Sothely, 
lhesu, desederabill es thi name, c X4S0 tr. De Imitations 
m. v, Verily here is non o]?er J?inge here laudable ner de- 
siderable.^ 1540-54 Crokk Ps. (Percy Soc.) 33 More then 
gold desiderable Or stones most precious to se. 1611 
CoRYAT Crudities 32 My selfe hauing had the happinesse to 
enjoy his desiderable commerce. 1675 Art Contentm, x. x. 
233 ’Tis sure no such desiderable guest that we should go 
out to meet it. 

Hence + Desi*derably adv. Obs. 

1635 Quarles Entbl . v. v, 263 O . . most holy Are ! how 
sweetly doest thou burnet ..how desiderably doest tliou 
inflame me t 

Desiderant (disi'derant), a. and sb. rare. [ad. 
L. desiderdnt-em , pr. pple. of desiderdre to Desire.] 

A. adj. Desiring, desirous : (implied in next adv.). 

B. sb. One who desires a thing. 

i860 J. R. Ballantyne Bible for the Pandits in When 
one writes up ‘ The smallest donation thankfully received 
it is tacitly implied that the donation shall not be what the 
desiderant does not care to have, 
f Be si” d erantly , adv . Obs. rare- 1 . [f. prec. 

+ -ly 2 : cf. L. desiderdnter , and OF. deside - 
ramment , similarly formed.] Desiringly, desir- 
ously. 

c 1450 tr. De Imitations nr. liv, pat J>ei aske so desiderantly 
of god. 

Desiderata, pi. of Desideratum, q.v. 
t Besrderate, a. and sb. Obs. [ad. L. desi- 
de rat -us desired : see next.] 

A. adj . Desired ; desirable. 

1640 G. Watts tr. Bacon's Adv. Learn, iv. ii. 199 So these 
are the Parts which in the knowledge of Medicine, touching 
the cure of Diseases, are desiderate. 

B. sb. A thing that is desired ; a desideratum. 

1640 G. Watts tr. Bacon's Adv. Learn. Pref. 23 Where 

we deliver up any thing as a Desiderate. 1664 Evelyn Sylva 
(1776) 558 Those who shall once oblige our nation with a full 
ana Absolutely Compleat Dictionary, as yet a Desiderate 
amongst us. 1670 — Mem. (1857) III. 223 When I shall 
have received those other desiderates, I may proceed to the 
compiling part. 

Desiderate (disrclerrit), v. [F. L. desiderat-, 
ppl. stem of desidei'dre to miss, long for, desire, f. 
de- (De- I. i, 2) + a radical also found in consider- 
are , perhaps connected with sidus, sider- star, con- 
stellation; but the sense-history is unknown: cf. 
Consider.] 

trans. To desire with a sense of want or regret ; 
to feel a desire or longing for ; to feel the want of ; 
to desire, want, miss. 

1645 R. Baillih Disswasive Vind. (1655) 29 In that pas- 
torall freedoms I desiderate these three things. 1646 Sir T. 
Browne Pseud. Bp. Pref. Avj a, If anyway, .wee may ob- 
taine a worke, so much desired, at least, desiderated of truth. 
1730 T. Boston Mem. App. xii. 453, 1 desiderated satisfying 
impressions. 1788 Gibbon Let. Misc. Wks. 1796 I. 679 In an 
evening I desiderate the resources of a family or a cluV 1829 
Southey in Q. Rev. XXXIX. 123 The great step which is 
now desiderated in education. 1836-7 Sir W. Hamilton 
M etapjl. xxxix.1'1870) II. 384 He evacuates the phenomenon 
of all that desiderates explanation. 1839 John Bull 1 x A.ug. , 
We desiderate to know whether murder itself be considered 
one [an offence], 1865 Trollope Belton Est. xxyii. 321 In- 
capable of enjoying the kind of life which he desiderated. 
Desiderated (di"sr derated), ppl. a. [f. prec. 
vb. + -ed.] Desired, wanted, required. 

a 1743 Cheyne (J .), Eclipses are of wonderful assistance 
toward the solution of this so desirable and so much de- 
siderated problem. *836 T, Hook Gurney Married {% 839) 
396^ Kitty returned . , bearing in her hand . . the desiderated 
\l like the word, it is so long and so new) basin of broth. 
1854 H, Miller Sch. # Sckm. xxv. (1857) 550 The desiderated 
want was to be supplied by its writer. 


Be sid ©ration (di'skder^'Jbn). [ad. L. desi- 
derdtion-em, n. of action from desiderdre : see 
Desiderate and -ation.] 1 . The action of desi- 
derating; desire, with, feeling of want or regret. 

?ci525 Cov. Myst. (Shaks. Soc.) 386 Yif it like youre be- 
nygnyte Nouth to ben displesid wyth my desideracyon Me 
longith to youre presense now conjunct to the unyte. 1633 
T. Adams B.xp. 2 Peter iii. 18 Thus it [i. e. Amen] is a note 
of confirmation, as well as desideratlon. 1813 W. Taylor 
Eng. Syrian. (1856) 293 Desire is aroused by hope, while de- 
sideration is inflicted by reminiscence. i 85 x G. Meredith 
Evan Harrington I. iv. 53 He will assuredly so dispose of 
his influence as to suit the desiderations of his family. 

J* 2 . Thing desired, desideratum. Obs. rare. 

3836 Landor Peric. § Asp. Ixxviii, Coriander-seed might 
correct it.. The very desiderat ion ! 

Desiderative (d/si*d£r<?tiv), a. and sb. [ad. 
L. desiderativ-us (in late L. grammarians), f. desi- 
derat- ppl. stem : see -ive. (In rnod.F. dcsidlra- 
lif.)] A. adj. 

1 . Having, expressing, or denoting desire; per- 
taining to desire. 

1655-60 Stanley Ilist. Philos. (x70i) 207/x That to every 
apprehensive faculty, there might be a desiderative; to 
embrace what it judgeth good, to refuse what it esteemeth 
evil. x8x6 T. Taylor Ess. VIII. 50 The liver signifying 
that he lived solely according to the desiderative part of his 
nature. 

2 . Gram. Of a verb or verbal form : Formed from 
another verb to express a desire of doing the act 
thereby denoted ; of or pertaining to such a verb. 

1552 Huloet H v b/i It is to be noted how all verbes end- 
yng in Turio . . be verbes desideratyue,_ as desierynge or 
entendynge to perfourme the act of their significations. 1711 
tr. Werenfels ' Disc. Logomachy s 226 Verbs . . frequentative, 
inchoative, imitative, and desiderative. 1857 M. Williams 
Sanskrit Gram. (1864) 202 Nouns and participles derived 
from the desiderative base are not uncommon. 1879 Whit- 
ney Sansk. Gram. § 1026 By the desiderative conjugation 
is signified a desire for the action or condition denoted by 
the simple root. 

B. sb. Gram. A desiderative verb, verbal form, 
or conjugation : see prec. 

1751 Harris Hermes 1. vii. (1786) 127 A species of Verbs 
called . . in Latin Desidcrativa, the Desideratives or Medi- 
tatives. 1855 Forbes Hindust&nt Gram. (1868.1 65 Desider- 
atives, as . . ‘ to wish, or to be about, or like to speak’. 
1857 M. Willi ams Sanskrit Gram. (1864) 205 Desideratives 
may take a passive form by adding ya to the desiderative 
base after rejecting final a. 

II Desideratum (disi.-der^-t&n). Pl.-ata. [a. 
L. desideratum thing desired, neuter of desiderat -us, 
pa. pple. of desiderdre : see Desiderate v. The 
subst. use belongs to med.L. Also used in the L. 
form in rnod.F. and Sp.] Something for which 
a desire or longing is felt ; something wanting and 
required or desired. 

1652 N. Culvervvel Light of Nat. 33 (Stanf.) All De- 
siderata shall be suppli’d. 1654 Whitlock Zootomia 454 
Here that Desideratum my Lord Bacon speakethof.. 
is supplyed. 1668 Wilkins Real Char. Ep. to Rdr. 63 The 
various Desiderata, proposed by Learned men, or such 
things as were conceived yet wanting to the advancement 
of several parts of Learning. 1782 A. Monro Compar. 
Anat. Introd. (ed. 3) 6 A . . technical dictionary . . is one of 
the desiderata in anatomy. 1802 Playfair lllustr. Hutton. 
Th. 338 The explanation of them was still a desideratum in 
geology. 1807 Southey Life (1850) III. 105 One of the 
greatest desideratums in modern Oriental literature. 1875 
Jowktt Plato (ed. 2) III. x6x The fitness of the animal for 
food is the great desideratum. 1876 Mozley Univ. Serm. 
iii. (1877) 47 A great number of people in every age, do wan t 
morality without religion : it is a great desideratum. 

II Deside ‘ritlin. [L. ; «= longing, sense of want, 
desire, f. stem of desiderdre : see Desiderate.] 
An ardent desire or wish ; a longing, properly for 
a thing once possessed and now missed ; a sense 
of loss. 

17x5 Swift Let. to Pope 28 June, When I leave a country 
.. I think as seldom as I can ofwhat I loved or esteemed 
in it, to avoid the desiderium which of all things makes life 
most uneasy. 1789 G. White Selbome (1853) II. xxxiii. 249 
This strange affection probably was occasioned by that 
desiderium. 1883 Sat. Rev. 21 Apr. 485/2 Many Liberals 
regard the memory of Lord Beaconsfield with a desiderium 
which has not been exhibited towards that of any English 
political leader within the memory of living man. 

tBesi’dery. Obs. rare. [a. OF. desiderie 
(nth c. in Godef.), ad. L. desiderium longing, 
desire : see prec.] Desire, wish. 

C1450 Craft of Lovers (R.), My name is True Ioue— of 
cardinal desidery . . the very exemplary. 15x3 Bradshaw 
St. Werburge 1. 1498 To brynge his doughter to the hous of 
Ely . . after her desydery. Ibid. 2899 There to be tumylate 
after her desydery. 

tDesidlO-se, a. Obs. *=next. 

1727 Bailey vol. II, Desidiose, desidious, idle, slothful, 
lazy, sluggish. 1755 Johnson, Desidiose, idle, lazy, heavy. 
1823 Mrs. E. Nathan Langreath III. 290 From the lower 
orders becoming desidiose. [Used jestingly.] 

+ Desi’dious, a. Obs. Also 7 diss-. [ad. L. 
desidios-us slothful, f. desidia sitting idle, indolence, 
slothfulness, f. desidere to sit long, sit idle, f. De- I. 
3 + sedere to sit.] Idle, indolent, slothful. 

a 1540 [implied in next]. x6o8 R. Crakanthorpe Serm. 
(1609) A iij a, Some . .blamed both him and other Bishops, as 
being desidious. 1637 R. Humphrey tr. St. Ambrose ii. 5 
To be desidious and defectiue in pious workes. 1647 Ward 
Simp. Cobler (1843) 75 Yee fight the battelis of the Lord, bee 
neither desidious nor perfidious. 1656 in Blount Glossogr. 


t Desi*diousness. Obs. [f. prec, + -ness ] 
Idleness, indolence, slothfulness. 

<2x540 Leland Let. to Cromwell in Wood A th. Oxon. I. 
68 The Germanes perceiving our desidiousness and negli- 
gence do send daily young Scholars hither, that spoileth 
them [ancient authors] and cutteth them out of libraries, 
returning home and putting them abroad as monuments of 
their own country [etc.]. 1647 N. Bacon Disc. Govt. Eng. 1. 

xxxviii. (.1739 * 58 1'his dissidiousness of the greater sort made 
one step further to the full perfection of that manner of 
Trial. 1651 Ibid. n.vi. (1739) 33 He found the People., 
vexed at his Grandfather’s desidiousness. 

Desie(n, obs. form of Dizzy. 

DesigJlt (dz'ssrt). [f. De- + Sight ; prob. orig. 
a variant of dessight, Dissight, q.v.] A thing un- 
sightly, an ugly object to look at, an eyesore. 

(But in the first quot. perhaps a misprint for despighH) 
[1589 Puttenham Eng. Poesie iii. xxiv. < Arb.) 292 [If he] 
come sodainly to be pold or shauen, it will seeme onely to 
himselfe, a deshight and very vndecent.] 1834 G. Cox Oxford 
in 1834, v. 65 A splendid error and a grand desight, Gro- 
tesquely Gothic, blunderingly bright. 1852 Miss Yqngs 
Cameos II. vi. 68 Three emeralds, three pearls, and one 
large rough pebble, which was such a desight to the others, 
that [etc.]. 

Besrgktmeat. rare. [f. as prec. + -ment.] 
The act of making unsightly ; disfigurement. 

a 1864 Times (Webster*, Substitute jury-masts at whatever 
desightment or damage in risk. 

Design (d/zarn), sb. Also 6 de-, des-, dis- 
seigne, disseine, 7 designe, (dessein, disseene, 
8 deseign). [In 16th c. des(s)eigne, a. 1 5-1 6th c. 
F . desseing (in 16th c. also des sing, desing ) ‘de- 
signe, purpose, proiect, priuat intention or deter- 
mination * (Cotgr.), £ desseigner to Design. In 
1 6th c. It. disegno (also dissegno , designo ) had the 
senses * purpose, designe, draught ; model, plot, 
picture, pourtrait ’ (hlorio). Hence the artistic 
sense was taken into Fr., and gradually differen- 
tiated in spelling, so that in mod.F. z^^riz is 1 pur- 
pose, plan’, dessin ‘design in art’. Eng.cn the 
contrary uses design, conformed to the verb, in both 
senses.] I. A mental plan. 

1 . A plan or scheme conceived in the mind and 
intended for subsequent execution ; the preliminary 
conception of an idea that is to be carried into effect 
by action ; a project. 

1593 Hooker Eccl. Pol. \. xv. § 4 (Spencer’s ed. x6n p. 46) 
What the lawe of God hath, either for or against our d is- 
seignes. 1596^ Spensf.r F. Q. v. viii. 25 By counterfet dis- 
guise To their deseigne to make the easier way. 1625 
Purchas Pilgrims 11. 1293 The Emperor vndertaketh no 
high design without his approvement. 1738 W esley Psalms 
ii. i Why do the Jews and Gentiles join To execute a vain 
Design? a 1843 Southey Inscriptions xli, What inexhaus- 
tive springs of public wealth The vast design required. 1848 
Macaulay Hist. Eng. I. 534 Grey . . had concurred in the 
design of insurrection. 

b. * A scheme formed to the detriment of an- 
other * (J.) ; a plan or purpose of attack upon 
or on. 

a 1704 Locke (J.\ A sedate, settled design upon another 
man's life. 1704 Cibber Careless Husb , 11. i, To be in love, 
now, is only to have a design upon a woman, a modish way 
of declaring war against her virtue. 1848 Macaulay Hist. 
Eng. I. 598 It was thought necessary to relinquish the 
design on Bristol. 1858 Lytton IV hat Will he dot 1. i, He 
had no design on your pocket. 

2 . In weaker sense : Purpose, aim, intention. 

1588 Shaks. L. L. L. iv, i. 88 [Armado writes] Thine in the 

dearest designe of Industrie. Ibid. v. i. 105. 1594 — 

Rich. Ill, 1. ii. 21 1 That it may please you leaue these sad 
designes To him that hath most cause to be a Mourner. 
1659 B. Harris Parival’s Iron Age 108 They who ask 
relief, have one designe : and he who gives it, another. 1697 
Dryden Virg. Past, vi, 37 He . . demands On what design 
the Boys had bound, his hands. 1734 tr. Rollin' s Anc. 
Hist. (1827) I. 344 With design to besiege it. 1736 Butler 
Anal. 1. iii. Wks. 1874. 1. 50 The design of this chapter is to 
inquire, how far this is the case. 1792 B. Munchhausen 's 
Trav. xxx. 135 They extended an elephant’s hide, tanned 
and prepared for the design, across the summit of the tower. 
x866 G. M acdonald A nn. Q. Neigh b. xxxiii. (1878) 564 My 
design had been to go at once to London. 

b. = Intention to go. (Cf. Design v. 13.) 

1725 De Foe New Voy. (1840) 57 My design was to the 
north part of the island. 

c. phr. By (f out of, on, upon) design : on 
purpose, purposely, intentionally. 

1628 Hobbes Thucyd. (18221 65 The man being upon design 
gone, .into Sanctuary. 1650 Fuller Pisgah 11. xii. 261 On 
design to extirpate all the smiths in Israel. 1665 Manley 
Gr otitis* Low C. Warres 141 Either out of Design, or Sim- 
plicity. a 1715 Burnet Own Time (1766) I. 4, I have, on 
design, avoided all laboured periods. 1867 Freeman Norm. 
Conq. (1876) I. App. 62.8 William, whether by accident or 
by design, was not admitted. 

3 . The thing aimed at ; the end in view ; the 
final purpose. 

[1605 Shaks. Macb. 1% 1. 55 Wither’d Murtlier. .towards his 
designe Moues like a Ghost.] 1657 Cromwell in Four C. 
Eng. Lett. 86 We desire., that the design be Dunkirk rather 
than Grauelines. 1697 Dryden Virg. Georg, m. 604 If Milk 
be thy Design ; with plenteous Hand Bring Clover-grass. 
17x1 Lady M. W. Montagu Lett, to W. Montagu 24 Mar., 
Happiness is the natural design of all the world. 1833 
Chalmers Const. Man (1835) I. iv. 187 Virtue was the de- 
sign of our Creation. 

4 . Contrivance in accordance with a preconceived 
plan ; adaptation of means to ends; pre-arranged 
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purpose ; spec, used in reference to the -view that 
the universe manifests Divine forethought and 
testifies to an intelligent Creator (the argument 
from design). 

1663 Man lev Grotius Lcno C. Warres 141 Either out of 
Design, or Simplicity. 3736 [see Designer 1]. 1802 Paley 
Nat. Theol. ii. § 3 The argument from design remains as it 
was. Ibid. ii. § 4 The machine, which ^ we are inspecting, 
demonstrates, by its construction, contrivance and design. 
1831 Brewster Newton* 1%$$) I.xiii. 359 The arrangements, 
therefore, upon which the stability of the system depends, 
must have been the result of design. 1835 Tennyson Maud 
n. n. 1, What a lovely shell . . With delicate spire and whorl, 
How exquisitely minute, A miracle of design ! 1883 Hicks 
(title) , Cri ti que of Design- Argumen ts. 

5 . In a bad sense : Crafty contrivance, hypocri- 
tical scheming ; an instance of this. Cf. Designing 
ppl.-a. 2. arch , 

a 1704 T. Brown Praise of Poverty Wks. 1730 I. 94 
Honesty (they think) design, and design honesty. 1719 De 
Foe Crusoe 1. xiv. (1858) 219 A. .faithful, .servant, .without 
passions, sullenness, or designs. 1738 Wesley Hymns, 

* Almighty Maker, God. 1 ' vi,Thy Glories I abate, Or praise 
Thee with Design. 1796 Bp. Watson Apol. Bible 276 If this 
mistake proceeds from design you are still less fit. _ 2871 B. 
Taylor Faust (1875) I. v, 99 'Twas all deceit and lying, false 
design. 

II. A plan in art. 

6. A preliminary sketch for a picture or other 
work of art ; the plan of a building or any part of 
it, or the outline of a piece of decorative work, 
after which the actual structure or texture is to be 
completed ; a delineation, pattern. 

1638 ]vmvs Painting of Ancients 270 What beauty and 
force there is in a good and proportionable designe. 1643 
N. Stone Enckirid. Fortif. 78 Profile, An Italian word for 
that designe that showes the side . . of any work. 1703 
Moxon Meek. Exerc. 252 ’Tis usual, .for any person before 
he begins to Erect a Building, to have Designs or Draughts 
drawn upon Paper, .in which Designs, .each Floor or Story 
is delineated. 1793 Smeaton Edystone L. § 278 The neces- 
sary designs for the iron rails of the balcony. 1821 W. M. 
Craig Drawing, Painting, etc. lect. 1. 29 That theseitinerant 
workmen had a certain set of designs, or rather patterns, 
handed down from generation to generation. Mod. The 
Committee appointed to report on the designs sent in for 
the new Corn Exchange. 

7 . The combination of artistic details or archi- 
tectural features which go to make up a picture, 
statue, building, etc. ; the artistic idea as executed ; 
a piece of decorative work, an artistic device. 

1644 Evelyn Mem, (1857) 1 * 73* I was particularly desirous 
of seeing this palace, from the extravagance of the design. 
1670 Sir S. Crow in 12th Rep. Hist . MSS. Comm. App. v. 
15 Their ordnary designes [in tapestry] . . beeing deformed 
and mishapen. 1797 Mrs. Radcliffe Italian Prol. (1826) 
3 Simplicity and grandeur of design. 1851 D. Wilson Preh. 
Amt . (18631 IE ni. v. 133 A silver bracelet of rare and most 
artistic design. 1863 Geo. Eliot Romola 11. vii, To admire 
the designs on the enamelled silver centres. 1884 Times 
[weekly ed.) 26 Sept. 4/1 It is the design that sells the cloth. 

to. transf. of literary work in this and prec. 
sense. 

1873 Emerson Lett. 4- See. Aims , Poet. 4 I mag. Wks. 
(Bohn) III. 153 Great design belongs to a poem, and is 
better than any skill of execution,— -but how rare! 1879 
B, Taylor Stud. Germ. Lit. 262 His design is evidently 
greater than his power of execution. 

8. The art of picturesque delineation and con- 
struction ; original work in a graphic or plastic art. 

Arts of design', those in which design plays a principal 
part, such as painting, sculpture, architecture, engraving. 
School of design : a school In which the arts of design are 
specially taught. 

1638 Junius Painting of Ancients 271 [From] Designe and 
Proportion, .we should proceed to Colour. 1735 Berkeley 
Querist § 68 The art of design, and its influence in most 
trades or manufactures. 1850 Leitch Muller's Anc. Art 
§ 25. 9 Design or the graphic art. .produces by means of 
light and shade the appearance of bodies on a surface. 1854 
Ruskin Two Paths i. 1 1858) 44 Design, properly so called, is 
human invention, consulting human capacity. 

Design (d/zs’rn), v. Also 6 desyne, 6-7 de- 
signe, 7 disseigne, dissigne. [a. F. disigner 
(16th c. in Rabelais, in 14th c. desinner Godef. 
Suppl.) ‘to denote, signifie, or shew by a marke 
or token, to designe, prescribe, appoint * (Cotgr.), 
ad. L, designare , dissigndre to mark out, trace out, 
denote. Designate, appoint, contrive, etc., f. De- 
X 2 and Dis- + signdre to mark, signurn mark, 
Sign. Cf. Pr. designar, desegnar, Sp., Pg. designar, 
It. disegnan (in 16th c. also dissegnare, designare, 
Florio), In It. the vb. had in 16th c. the senses 
* to designe, contriue, plot, purpose, intend ; also to 
draw, paint, embroither, modle, pourtray } (Florio); 
thence obs. F. desseigner ‘ to designe, purpose, pro- 
ject, lay a plot 5 (Cotgr.), and mod.F. dessiner , in 
1 6th c. designer , 17th c. dessigner , to design in the 
artistic sense. In Eng., design combines all these 
senses.] 

I. [after L. designare, F. designer] To mark 
out, nominate, appoint, Designate. 

FI. trans. To point out by distinctive sign, 
mark, or token ; to indicate. Also with forth, 
out. Ohs , 

1593 Shaks. Rick. II, t. 1. 203 We shall see Justice designe 
the victors Chiualrie. 1594 Spenser Amoretti Ixxiv, Most 


happy letters! . . With which that happy name was first 
desynd, 1610 Donne Pseudo Martyr 313 The Sunne, which 
designes priesthod, is so much bigger then the Moon. 
1614 Selden Titles Hon. 137 The _ Forme .. being vsuall 
. . with such Substantiues to designe out the subiect 
denominated of the Adiectiue. 564s T. Warmstry Blind 
Guide Forsaken 37 Designing forth unto us the place whither 
hee is ascended. 1668 Sedley Mulb. Card. 1. ii, I hose 
Cravats that design the Right Honourable. 

absol. 1606 Warner Alb. Eng. xiv. ixxxviii. (1612’) 360 
Euen so As had their Oracles of them dissigned long ago, 
2 . To point out by name or by descriptive phrase ; 
in Law , to specify (a person) by title, profession, 
trade, etc. ; to designate, name, style. Sometimes 
with double obj. (direct and complemental). arch. 

1603-21 Knolles Hist. Turks 1311 Willing the Turks 
to designe the partie which had thrown the stone. 1614 
Raleigh Hist. World II. iv. iii, § 1. 178 He left his King- 
dom to the worthiest, as designing Perdiccas. 1794 Sullivan 
View Nat. II. 393 Voltaire, .in designing Geneva, called it 
la petite Rdpublique voisine de ses terres. 1814 Southey 
Roderick xvm, The plains Burgensian ..ere long To be 
design’d Castille. 1874 Act 37-8 Viet. c. 94 § 38 The writer 
. .is not named or designed. 

F8. Of names, signs, etc.: To signify, stand for. 
1627 Hakewill Apol. (1630) Bbbiijb, The numerall .. 
then designeth so many hundred thousand, a 1631 Donne 
Serin. (18 39) IV. evii. 466 A few lines of ciphers will design 
. .that number. 2642 Jer. Taylor Episc. (1647; *38 Names 
which did designe temporary offices. 

F 4 . To appoint to office, function, or position ; 
to designate, nominate. Const, as in 2. Obs. 

1596 Bell Surv. Popery m. xii. 509 The priest was de- 
signed ouer the penitents in euerie church. 1607 Topsell 
Four-f. Beasts (3658) 127 A perpetuall and. unquenchable fire, 
for the watching whereof, were Dogs designed. 1611 Speed 
Hist. Gt. Brit. ix. xvi. (36321 862 Where Election designeth 
the Successor, a 1649 Dru.mm. of Hawth. Jets. V Wks, 
(1711) 333 The commission . . in which he is designed lieu- 
tenant. 3668 Davenant Man's the Masters, i, When you 
design’d your man to court her in your shape. .1701 Rowe 
A mbit. Step-Moth. ii. I. 555 Great, just and merciful, such as 
Mankind, .would have design’d a King. 

5 . To appoint or a-sign (something to a person); 
to make over, bestow, grant, give. Const, to or 
dative. Obs. exc. in. Sc. Law. 

3372 Sc. Acts fas. VI (1:597) § 48 They haue appoynted, 
marked, and designed the said manse, pvith foure acres, .to 
the vse of the Minister. . that sail.... minister at the said kirk. 
1592 Davies Immart. Soul xxxiii. (R ), Three kinds of life 
to her designed be. 1608 J. King. Serm. St. Mary's 8 
Afterwardes when Michal was designed to him [David]. 
1650-60 Tatham Wks . (1879) 169 He is the challenged and 
justly may Design the way. of .fighting. 1651 Fuller's Abel 
Red tv., Musculus 257 Designing unto Musculus one of the 
principallest Churches. 1681 Glanvii.l Satiducismus 11. 296 
The Spirit’s name which he designed her was Locas. . 1784 
Cowper Task vi. 580 Nature . . when she form’d, designed 
them an abode. 3864 Daily Review 34 Nov,, The minister 
of Dalgety in 1862. .stating, .that in terms of the Act 1663, 
chapter 21, he was entitled to have grass designed to him 
for the support of a horse . . and praying the Presbytery to 
make the necessary designation accordingly. 

6 . Hence, with mixture of II, and ultimately 
fusing with 10 ; To set apart in thought for the 
use or advantage of some one ; to intend to bestow 
or give. Const, for, f to, F on. 

1664 Dryden Rival Ladies Ded., This worthless Present 
Was design’d you, long before it was a Play. 1666 — Ann. 
Mirab. lx, Their mounting shot is on our sails designed : 
Deep in their hulls our deadly bullets light. 1673 Essex 
Papers (Camden) 1 . 153 Trear. designes the place to Orrery, 
but I am confident it will never be. 1701 Pennsylv. A rckives 
I. 142 , 1 fully design’d you a visit. 1725 De Foe Voy. round 
World (1840) 245 What present I had designed for her. 
1833 Ht. Martineau Brooke Farm ii. 22 Hearing what 
favours were designed for his boy. 1861 M. Pattison Ess. 
(1889) I. 30 These fragments are designed for the German, 
rather than the English reader. 

7 . To appoint, destine, devote (a thing or person) 
to a fate or purpose. Now merged in 10. 

1593 Nashe Christ's T. 23 a, Because I am Christ the iust, 
therfore you will designe me to the Crosse vniustly. 3623 
Massinger Bondman iv. ii, This well-built city, not long 
since designed To spoil and rapine. 1S62 Gerbier Princ. 15 
The Duke . . designed in his Will ten Thousand Gilders . . 
to . , alter what he had Built amisse. 3691 Ray Creation 
(173.4). 17.4 Neither yet need those who are designed to 
Divinity itself fear to look into these studies. [1747 Col. Rec. 
Pennsylv. V. 339 The Goods design’d as a Present to the 
Indians.] 

II. [allied to Design sb. I, obs. F. desseigner ] 
To plan, purpose, intend. 

8 . To form apian or scheme of ; to conceive and 
arrange in the mind ,* to originate mentally, plan 
out, contrive. 

1548 Hall Chron. 235 When all thing was redy, accord- 
ing as he desyned. 1594 Carew Huarte's Exam, Wits 
(tox6) a 18 The matters which they disseigne and worke 
with much wisdoms. 1647 Clarendon Hist. Reb. v. (1702) 
I. 430 That he should begin his Journey, .so unfit for Travel 
..ifhis going away was design’d the day before. 3682 Bunyan 
Holy War (Cassell) 250 If the enemy . , should design and 
plot our ruin. 3795 Southey Vis. Maid of Orleans 1, 170 
Eternal Wisdom deals Or peace to man, or misery, for his 
good Alike design’d. 381a S. Rogers Columbus vii. 46 He 
can suspend the laws himself designed. 

9 . In weaker sense : To purpose, intend, mean. 
F Rarely, to be designed (obs.), like to be. purposed, 
resolved, determined, minded, etc. 

1660 R. Coke Justice Find. Ep. Ded. 5 , 1 designe no more 
than to demonstrate that (etc. j. 1703 De Foe True-born 
Ling. 34 And yet he really designs no wrong. 2830 D’Israeli 
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Chas. 7 , III. vi. 82 [Charles] designed inviting great artists 
to England. 

b. with inf. phr, . , _ * 

1655-60 Stanley Hist. Philos. 11703) 10.6/2 Great Queens, 

if you are design’d to speak to Mortals, Make me acquainted 
with your rumbling voice. 1678 Butler Hud. m. i. 1386 
How does the Devil know What ’twas that I design’d to 
do? 1724 De Foe Mem. Cavalier (1840) 162, 1 design to 
go with you. 3874 Micklethwaite Mod. Par. Churches 
224 Those objects which we design to bequeath to posterity. 

C. with subord. clause as obj. 

a 1704 T. Brown Declam. Praise Wealth Argum., A pro- 
clamation, that she design’d her smiles should no more fall 
on the unworthy. 1715 De Foe Pam. Instruct . 1. vii (2841) 
I. 325, 1 did not design you should have heard. 

10 . With complement (a. inf or sb., to. prep. 
phr ,) : To purpose or intend (a thing) to be or do 
(something); to mean (a thing) to serve some 
purpose or fulfil some plan. 

a. 1703 Moxon Meek. Exerc. 137 So far as you design 
the Balcony to project. 1713 Addison Cato 1. iv, Other 
creatures, Than what our nature and the Gods design’d 
us. 1733 Ld. Orrery in Duncontbe's Lett, (1773) II. 35 
The wood -walk, which I designed a labyrinth, is almost 
finished. 1779 Cowper Lett. 21 Sej>t., I have glazed the 
two frames, designed to receive my pine plants. 1802 Mar. 
Edgeworth Moral T. (1816) I. xiv. 116 With one., kick, 
designed to express his contempt. 3860 Hook Lives A bps. 
(1869) h i* *8 The emperors designed it to be a general 
council. . 

to. a 1700 Dryden (J.), You are not for obscurity designed, 
But, like the sun, must cheer all human kind. 1746 in 
Leisure Hour (1880) 23 A pewter teapot, but I believe it 
was designed for silver. 1756 Burke Find. Nat, Soc. Wks. 
3808 I. 67 Ask of politicians the end for which laws were 
originally designed ; and they will answer, that the laws 
were designed as a protection for the poor and weak. 3766 
Goldsm, Vic. W. xxi, The morning I designed for our de- 
parture. 3882 J. H. Blunt Rep Ch. Eng. II. 21 The palace 
which Somerset designed for this splendid site. 

11 . inti'. To have purposes or intentions (of a 
specified kind), rare . 

1749 Fielding Tom Jones xiv. vii, To persuade the mother 
. .that you designed honourably. 

12 . trans. To have in view, contemplate. 

3677 Hale Prim. Orig. Man . 1. i. 18 Before he come to 
the Subject it self which he designes. 1784 Cowper Task 
hi. 3 3 So I, designing other themes, and call’d T adorn 
the Sofa with eulogium. 3877 W. Bruce Comm . Revelation 
87 Tell him that his natural Enemies are not designed in 
the promise. 

13 . iutr. and quasi-jtor, (usually with for) : To 
intend to go or start; to 1 e bound for (a place). 

1644 Evelyn Mem. (1857) I. 75 Within sight of Tours 
where we were designed for the rest of the time. 1684 
Lady Russell Lett. I. xv. 42 The question . . when I design 
for Stratton. 1688 in Ellis Orig. Lett. Ser. 11. IV. 141 They 
design to Bristol, but will take Exeter . . in the way. 3691 
T. H[alk] Acc. New Invent. 21 Ships, .designed on long 
Voyages. 1712 E. Cooke Voy. S. Sea 360 From Guam 
we design for Batavia. 3819 R. Chapman Life Jas. V 129 
This convinced them all that the king designed for France. 
1823 Scott Quentin D. via, On the succeeding day we were 
designed for Amboise. 1845 Carlyle Cromwell (1871) II. 
333 The new Lord Lieutenant had at first designed for 
Munster. 

to, transf To intend to start upon a certain 
course ; to mean to enter upon a pursuit. 

3694 Gibson in L-ett, Lit. Men (Camden) 225 And if he 
designs for Law, ’tis high time to begin. 

III. [allied to Design sb. II, It. disegnare , F. 
dessiner] To sketch, delineate, draw ; to fashion 
artistically. 

14 . trans. F To make a sketch of (an object 
or scene); to sketch, draw. Obs. to. To trace the 
outline of, delineate. 

(Designment, implying the vb. in this sense, is quoted of 
3570.) 

1635 Cowley Davidcis 1. 747 The Prophet Gad in learned 
Dust designs Th’ immortal solid Rules of fancy’d Lines. 
1638 Junius Painting of Ancients 290 A good invention 
well designed and seasonably coloured. 3644 Evelyn Diary 
(3871) 69 The prospect was so tempting that I designed it 
with my crayon. 1699 Lister Journ. Paris 53 In the 
Flore . . they have designed . . an U niversal Map. 3782 Mann 
in Lett. Lit. Men (Camden) 421 Designing, painting, .and 
describing every Fish. 1879 Stevenson Trav. Cevennes 
211 The monstrous ribs ana gullies of the mountain were 
faintly designed in the moonshine. 

c. To make the preliminary sketch of (a work 
of art, a picture, statue, ornamental fabric, etc.) ; 
to make the plans and drawings necessary for 
the construction of (a building, ship, machine, 
etc*), which the workmen have to follow out. 

1697 Evelyn Nmnism. vii, 240 Mobs. Morelli, who both 
Designets [? designes] and Ingraves the Medals, a 1700 
Dryden (J.), The prince designs The new elected seat, and 
draws the lines. '*743 Peter house College Order in Willis & 
C\&xkCamhridge(i%%€) I. 37 In Consideration of his Design- 
ring . .the' new Building. ' 3893 Weekly Notes 89/x ' To design 
and superintend the construction of the docks in question. 

15 . To plan and execute (a structure, work of 
art, etc.) ; to fashion with artistic skill or decora- 
tive device ; to furnish or adorn with a design. 

1666 Dryden Ann. Mirab. elii, The weaver, charmed with 
what his loom designed. 1697 — Virg. Past, v, 102 Behold, 
four hallow’d Altars we design. "1703 'Steele Tend. Hush, 
in. ii, However my Face is very prettily design’d today, 
3853. 'Kingsley Hypatia v. Did Christians . . design its 
statues and its frescoes ? *865 J. Fergusson Hist. ArcMt. 
I, i. iv. v. 346 The Roman bridges were designed on the 
same grand scale' as their aqueducts, ■ 1874 .Green. Short 
Hist. i. § 6, 52 A lady summons him, .to design a robe which 
she is embroidering. 


DESIGN ABLE. 

IQ. intr. a. To trace the outline of a figure or ] 
form; to put a graphic representation on paper, 
canvas, etc. ; to draw, sketch, b. To form or ! 
fashion a work of art ; in a narrower sense, to form 
decorative figures, devise artistic patterns. 

2662 Evelyn Chalcogr . 128 Unless he that Copies, Design 
perfectly himself. 1665 Sir T. Herbert Trav. (1677) 149 
One he knew could both design and copy well. 1854 Rusicin 
Two Paths i. 11858) 44 A painter designs when he chooses 
somethings, refuses others, and arranges all. 1885 H. V. 
Barnett in Mag. of Art Sept. 454/1 She. .began to design 
and to ]3aint with delicacy, taste, and truth. 

Besign&fol©, ct ■ [f. L. designd-re (see Desig- 
nate v.) + -ble. In sense 2 f. Design v. + -able.] 
f 1. (de*signabl) That can be distinctly marked 
out ; distinguishable. Oh. 

1644 Digby Two Treat. 1. 85 The mover . . cannot passe 
over all these infinite designate degrees in an instant. 1666 
Boyle Orig. Formes <$• Qual. (1667) 3 Matter . . must have 
Motion in some or all its designable Parts. 1716 M. Davies 
A then. Brit. II. 242 Book-Ware-Houses, furnish’d with 
such an Ideal, optable or designable Arianizing Library. 

2 . (dzzornab’l) Capable of being designed. 
Designate (designs), ppl. a. [ad. L. desig- 
nat-us, pa. pple. of designare to Designate.] 
Marked out for office or position ; appointed or 
nominated, but not yet installed, as in bishop desig- 
nate. 

1646 Buck Kick. Ill , 1. 3 Richard Plantagenet . . King of 
England, designate by King Henry the Sixth . . This Duke 
of Yorke, and King designate. 1847 Sir W. Hamilton 
Let. 32 Definite , or, more precisely, f red (finite . .is equiva- 
lent. .to designate and 'fire-designate. ■ 1877 World VII. it 
The husband designate was present. x 838 Times 27 June 
12/4 The Lord Bishop of Bedford Designate will preach. 
Hence De'signatehood, the condition of being 
designate. 

1862 Sat. Rev. XIV. 705/1 The period of Designatehood. 
Designate (de*s-, de-zign^t), V. [f. ppl. stem 
of L. designare to mark out, trace out, denote by 
some indication, contrive, devise, appoint to an 
office, f. de- (Die- I. 3 ) + signdre to mark. Some of 
the senses of the L, verb, having come down 
through It. and Fr., are expressed by Design ; 
designate is a modern formation taking up the 
other senses ; cf. F. designer as distinct from des - 
siner and obs. desseigner.’] 

1. trans. To point out, indicate ; to particularize, 
specify. 

xSox Brit, frit. July (T.), Of these [faults] so few examples 
occur, that it would be invidious to designate them. 2808 
J. Barlow Cohtmb. vm. 522 Its faults designate and its 
merits prize. 1828 Webster s.v., The limits are designated 
on the map. 1839-40 W. Irving Wofert’s R. (1855) 107 
He need only designate to me the way to his chamber. 1846 
Trench Miracles xxx. (1862) 430 The man. .designates the 
•channel in which he desires that this mercy may flow. 1861 
Mrs. H. Wood East Lynne I. xi. 170 It had four post 
horses ., the number having been designated by Lord 
Mount-Severn. 

2. Of things : To serve to point out; to be an 
indication of. With compl. ; To point out, specify 
■as being so and so. 

1807 Southey Espriella's Lett. II. 251 A black Triton .. 
meant, .by his crown of feathers, to designate the native 
Indians. CX829 Landor Wks. (1868) II. 93 Her lips [in a 
picture] were half-open ; her hair flew loosely behind her, 
designating that she was in haste, a 1831 A, Knox Rem. 
(1844) I. 65 Those interior effects of Divine grace, which 
■designate their nature,. to the.. possessor. 1870 Rogers 
Hist. Gleanings Ser. 11. 200 A man’s dress designated his 
rank and calling. 1884 tr. Lotze’s Metaph.n. iv. 293 The 
■only function of the mathematical symbol is to designate 
p and q as absolutely equal in rank. 

3. To point out by a name or descriptive appel- 
lation ; to name, denominate, entitle, style. 

x8x8 Jas. Mill Brit. India II. v. i.\\ 693 The coalition 
gave existence to the ministry which that circumstance has 
served to designate. 1831 Carlyle n. v. (1838) 

x6x The title Blumine, whereby she is here designated. x868 
Lockyer Elem. Asiron. i. (1879) 29 Clusters and nebulas 
are designated by their number in the catalogues. 1871 
Morley Voltaire 1 x8S6> 79 Two very distinct conceptions., 
equally designated by the common name of civil liberty. 

b. with double obj. or compl. : To name, describe, 
or characterize {as). 

1836 Random Recoil. Ho. Lords xvi 397 , 1 designate them 
[his ideas] as somewhat above mediocrity. 1854 Macaulay 
M/sc. Writ, (i860) II.228 He is designated, in Mr. Ivimey’s 
History of the Baptists, as the depraved Runyan, the wicked 
tinker of Elstow. 1862 Stanley Jew. Ch. (1877) I. xix. 360 
Miriam is almost always designated as the ‘prophetess'. 
1879 M. Arnold Guide Eng. Lit. Mixed Ess. 194, I wonder 
at his designating Milton our greatest poet. 

4. Of things : To serve as a name for, stand for ; 
to be descriptive of. 

x8x6 Singer Hist. Cards 45 The term continued to de- 
signate hired troops. 1842 Alison Hist. Europe (1849-50) 
X. lxix. § 29. 438 The celebrated saying.. ‘If these books 
{etc.] '..designates the whole system of their, .government, 

5. To appoint, set apart, select, nominate for duty 
or office ; to destine or devote to a purpose or fate. 
Const for, to. 

X79 x J, Barlow Adv. Priv. Orders 1. 27 A mere savage. . 
would decide the question of equality by a trial of bodily 
strength, designating the man that could lift the heaviest 
beam to be the legislator. 1828 Webster s. v., This captain 
was designated to that station. *853 Maurice Profit. 4* 
Kings xxii. 378 Josiah..was designated to his task before 
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his birth. 1855 Milman Lat. Chr. vn. vi. (1864) IV. 202 
Men. .equally designated for perdition in this world and the 
next. 1855 Macaulay Hist. E?ig. III. 394 A clause de- 
signating the successor by name. 

Hence Designated ppl. a. 

x868 Freeman Norm. Conq. (1876) II. ix. 436 Harold was 
virtually, .the designated successor to the crown. 

Designation (des-, dezign^'jhn)^ [ad. L. 
designdtion-em , m of action from designare (see 
Designate). Cf. F. designation ( 14 th c. in Hatzf., 
and in mod.F. ; not in Cotgr. 16 x 1 ).] 

1. The action of marking or pointing out ; indi- 
cation of a particular person, place, or thing by 
gesture, words, or recognizable signs. 

. 1398 Trevisa Barth. DeP. R. xix. exxvi. (1495^ 926 Alpha 
is wryte for desygnacion of letters, for amonge Grekys this j 
letter tokenyth one. 1597 Hooker EccL Pol. v. lxix. (16x1) 
374 Wherefore was it said vnto Moyses by particular desig- 
nation, This very place . . is holy ground. 1677 Hale Prim. 
Orig. Man. iv. vii. 357 The designatioiyof an end in work- 
ing is the great perfection of an intelligent Agent. 1731 
Bailey vol. II, Designation, .also the marking the abut- 
ments and bounding* of an estate. 1784 Cowper Tiroc. 640 
With designation of the finger’s end. 1794 Paley Evid, 
(1825) II. 224 The designation of the time would have been 
more determinate. x86o Trench Serm .. Westm. Abb. xv. 
164 The intention with which he thus designated Jesus unto 
them ; they understand it. .not at the first designation, 

b. cotter. A distinctive mark or indication. 

1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. iv. xiii. 224 Those stars. . 
were indeed but designations of such quarters and portions of 
the yeare, wherein the same were observed, 1831 J. Davies 
Manual Mat. Med. 26 The word ana. .is placed before the 
designation of the quantity. 

2. The action of appointing or nominating a per- 
son for a particular office or duty ; the fact of being 
thus nominated ; appointment, nomination. 

1605 Bacon Adv. Learn. n.Ded. § 14 There hath not been 
..any public designation of writers or inquirers. 1640 Bp. 
Hall Episc. 11. xvi. 176 It was in the Bishops power to raise 
the Clergie from one degree to another, neither might they 
refuse his designations. 1674 Owen Holy Spirit (1693; 83 
His Designation of God unto his Kingdom.. c 1689 in 
Somers Tracts I. 315 Till the King in Designation be 
actually invested with the Regal Office. 1791 Cowper 
Iliad, iv. 458 By designation of the Greeks was sent Am- 
bassador. 1868 Freeman Norm. Conq. 11876) II. ix, 378 
This quasi designation of Eadward to the crown. 

f b. The appointment of a thing ; the summon- 
ing of an assembly. Obs. 

a 1638 Mede Disc. Ezek. xx. 20 Wks. (1672') 1. 56 The 
designation or pitching that Seventh upon the day we call 
Saturday. 1649 Jer. Taylor Gt. Exemp. ii. § 9 By desig- 
nation of Conventions for prayer. . 1697 Bp. Patrick Comm. 
Ex. xvi. 5 The Designation of this seventh Day was. .from 
their wonderful Deliverance. 1777 Burke Let. Sheriffs 
Bristol Wks. 1842 I. 218 At the first designation of these 
assemblies. 

t c. The qualification of being marked out or 
fitted for an employment ; vocation, bent (of mind), 
‘call \ Obs . 

1657 Burton's Diary (1828) II. 14 That man that has 
a designation to that work [preaching]. 1736 Bolingbroke 
Patriot . (i 749) i2 These are the men to whom the part 
I mentioned is assigned. Their talents denote their general 
designation. 1779-81 Johnson L. P., Cowley Wks. II. 6 
That particular designation of mind, and propensity Dr 
some certain science or employment, which is commonly 
called Genius. 

3. The action of devoting by appointment to 
a particular purpose or use ; an act of this nature. 
arch. 

1637 Gillespie Eng. Pop. Cerent, in. i. 6 Designation or 
deputation is when a man appoints a thing for .such an use. 
1767 Blackstone Comm. II. 329 To make various designa- 
tions of their profits. 1796 C. Marshall Garden, xii. (1813) 
136 The designation of trees to a wall necessarily occasions 
cutting. 

b. Sc. Law. The setting apart of manses and 
glebes for the clergy from the church lands by the 
presbytery of the bounds. 

1572 Sc. Acts Jas. VI (1597) § 48 Vpon the said marking 
and designation, the Arch-bishop, .sal giue his testimonial!, 
bearing how he [etc,], x85x in W. Bell Diet. Law Scotl. 
s.v., After a designation by the presbytery. 1864 [see De- 
sign v. 5]. 

C. U. S. The authoritative allotment of ground 
for oyster-culture ; concr. the ground thus allotted, 
f 4. Purpose, intention, design. Obs. 

1662 Stillingfl. Orig. Sacr., The end of his life in 
Hannahs designation. 1690 Locke Hum. Und. 111, i. § 7 
So far is there a constant Connection between the Sound 
and the Idea and a Designation that the one stand for the 
other. 1737 Whiston Josephus’ Antiq. xvm. vL §9 God 
proved opposite to his designation. 1763 Mrs.. Brooke 
Lady J. Mandeznlle (17821 II. 2 This mutual passion is the 
designation of heaven to restore him. 
f 5. Sketching, delineation. Obs. rare. 

1796 Jane West Gossip’s Story I. 4 A mere novice in 
landscape designation, I confine myself to the delineation 
of. .human character. 

6 . A descriptive name, an appellation ; spec, in 
Lazo, the statement of profession, trade, residence, 
etc., added for purposes of identification to a per- 
son’s name. 

1824 Landor Tmag. Conv. (1846) 8 A designation which 
I have no right to. x868 Gladstone Juv. Mundi ii. (1870) 
43 The name Argeioi . . as a designation of the army before 
Troy. 1876 E. Mellok Priesth . i. 15 The name ‘priest- 
hood', .became a designation of the whole Church of 
: God. ■ 
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Designative (de’s-, de*zign<ritiv), a. and.jA 
[ad. med.L. designatzv-us, f. ppl. stem designdt - 
see -IVE. In mod.F. design at if 

A. adj. Having the quality of designating. 

x6xx Cotgr., Designatif, designatiue, denotatiue, 1812 
J. Henry Camp. agst. Quebec 91 Merely designative of the 
raw soldier. x8i8 Bentham Ch. Eng. 35 Then are the words 
designative of the sort of act first mentioned. 1843 F. Bar- 
ham A n Odd Medley 8 The [Hebrew] designative preposi- 
tion ath. 

B. sb. Anything used to designate. 

1824 J, Gilchrist Etym. Interpr. 77 Perhaps the scientific 
purpose. intended is as well accomplished by these as by 
any designatives that could be invented. 

Designator (de*s-, de-zign^taj). [a. L. desig- 
nator, agent-11, from designare to Designate.] 

1 . One who designates or points out. 

2 . Rom. Antiq. An officer who assigned to each 
person his rank and place In public shows and. 
ceremonies. 

1706 in Phillips (ed. Kersey). 1727-51 Chambers CycL 
s.v., There were designators at funeral solemnities, and at 
the games, theatres, and shews. 

Designator J, a, [f. L. type * designator i-us, 
f. designator : see prec. and -011Y.] Of or pertain- 
ing to a designator or designation. 

1885 Sir L. W. Cave in Law Times' Rep. LII. 518/1 That 
the indefinite article has the same designatory force as the 
definite. 

Designed (d/zsimd), ppl. a. [f. Design v. + 
-ed.] t Marked out, appointed, Designate. 
b. Planned, purposed, intended, c. Drawn, out- 
lined ; formed, fashioned, or framed according to 
design. 

a. 1609 Biblf, (Douay) Num. viii. Comm., Their designed 
offices. 1622 Bacon Hen. VII , Wks. (i860) 331 His. two 
designed generals, xyox W. Wotton Hist. Rome ii. 28 
He was designed Consul for next Year. 1751 Chambers 
CycL Suppl. s.v. Bishop , Bishop designed, episcopus desig- 
natus. 

b. 1586 B. Young Guazzo's Civ. Conzn iv. 180 b, Fortify- 
ing my designed purpose. x66o Barrow Euclid Pref. (1714) 

3 A Size beyond the design'd Proportion. 1717 Lady M. W. 
Montagu Lett. 1 Jan. (1887) I. 139 Making my designed 
return.a mystery. 1865 Mozley Mirac . vii. 291 note. That 
this failure, .should be designed. 

C. 1870 Emerson Sec. <$• Solit., Art Wks. (Bohnl III. 16 
An. oak-tree .. being. the form in nature best designed to 
resist a constant assailing force. 

■f To be designed, to be purposed or minded: 
see Design v. 9. 

Designedly (dzlzarnedlD, adv. [f. prec. + 
-ly A] By design, on purpose, intentionally* 

1658-9 Burton’s Diary (1828) III. 394 You need not be 
their enemies, directly or designedly. 17x0 Steele Tatler 
No. 234 r 1 An Art of being often designedly dull. 1875 
Jovvett Plato (ed. 2) 1 . 343 Designedly irritating the judges. 

Besrgnedness. [f. as prec. + -ness.] The 
quality of being designed or purposed ; intentional 
character. 

1864 in Latham. Mod, The designedness of the 'co- 
incidence ' was obvious, 

Designer (d/zsi-noi). Also 7 designor, [f. 
Design v. +-er1 .] One who designs. 

1 . One who originates a plan or plans. 

1670 G. H. Hist. Cardinals n. 11. 151 Thoughtful and 
cogitative, a great designor. 1736 Butler Anal. 11. Concl. 
Wks. 1874 I. 307 Ten thousand thousand instances of design 
cannot but prove a designer, 1863 J. G. Murphy Comm. 
Gen. i. 2 The Great Designer. 

2 . In bad sense : One who cherishes evil designs 
or is actuated by selfish purposes; a plotter, 
schemer, inlriguer. 

1649 Prynne Demurrer 83 The. greatest designers, plotters 
and lifters up of themselves against the interest of Christ. 
a 1704 T. Brown Praise of Wealth Wks. 1730 I. 84. The 
cunning designer gets into the princes favour. 1726 in H. 
Campbell Lcrve-lett. Mary Q , Scots (1824' 20 Where is one 
faithful friend to be chosen out among a thousand base 
designers ? 

3 . One who makes an artistic design or plan of 
construction ; a draughtsman ; spec, one whose 
business is to invent or prepare designs or patterns 
for the manufacturer or constructor. 

166a Evelyn Chalcogr. 147 Where the Workman is not 
an accomplished Designer. 1752 Johnson Rambler No. 
190 F xo Sculptors, painters, and designers. x8px Leeds 
Mercury 21 May 5/1 The designers of these tank vessels. 
1892 Labour Commission Gloss. No. 9 Designer, the archi- 
tect who designs the enrichment for the ‘ modeller ’ in the 
plastering trade. Mod, A designer in a textile factory'. 

Besignful (d/zarnful), a. [f. Design sb. -t- 
-rtJL.] Full of design; purposed, intentional. 

121677 [see next.]. 1867 J- H. Stirling Crit. Ess. (1868) 
206 The ascription to Kant of designful reticence and 
intentional obscurity. 1890 — Gifford Led. iv. 73 The . . 
designful contrivance of the world. 

DesrgufuXness. [f. prec. + -ness.] Des’gn- 
ful quality : a. craftiness, scheming ; b. fullness 
of design, intentional or prearranged character. 

a 1677 Barrow Serm. Wks. 1716 II. S3 Drawn over with 
. . features of base designfulness. 1890 J. H. Stirling 
Gifford Led. v. 94 The designfulness is but contingent. 
Designing (d/zorniq), vbl. sb, [f. Design v. 
+ -ing L] The action ot Design v. ; marking out, 
nomination ; planning, preliminary sketching, etc. 
<tx6x8 Raleigh Maxims St. (1651) 77 Upon the design - 
l ing of his successour. 1756 Nugent Gr. Tour IV. 92 The 
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designing was by Michael Angelo. 1884 Athenaeum 12 Jan. 
59/i Both the Dublin cathedrals are of English designing, 
b. Evil design, plotting, scheming. 

3:658-9 Burton's Diary (1828) III. 55 Petty designings. 
3795 Jemima II. 18 Her suspicions were excited by his 
detected disguise, and probable deep designings. 

C. allrib. 

2711 Shaftesb. Ckarac. (1737) III. 403 The designing 
Arts., such as Architecture. 1864 Daily Tel. 29 June, 
It has a * designing class ' at South Kensington. 

Designing (dzzsrniq), ppl. a. [- ing 2 .] 

1. That designs, plans, etc. ; characterized by 
Gonstnictive forethought. 

1653 H. More Antid . Ath. 11. xl, § 13 (1712) 78 A knowing 
and designing Providence. 1711 Steele Spect. No. 43 ? 3 
We are all Grave, Serious, Designing Men, in our Way. 
1850 M c Cosh Div. Govt. nr. i. 11874) 299 The order and 
adaptation of nature suggest a designing mind. 

2 . That cherishes evil designs or is actuated by 
ulterior motives; scheming, crafty, artful. 

a 1671 Ld. Fairfax Mem. (16991 100 The sad consequences 
that crafty and designing men have brought to pass. 1712 
Addison Sped . No. 131 T 6 The old Knight is impos'd upon 
by a designing Fellow. 1887 Bowen Virg. sEneul n. 196 
Feigned tears and designing sorrow. 

Desi gningly, adv. [f. prec. + -ly 2.] In- 
tentionally; with evil design or selfish purpose, 
craftily. 

1684 H. More Answ. Bj b, Over prone cunningly and 
designingly to serve their turns. 1879 Baring-Gould 
Germany II. 239 Trades'-unions are an excellent institution, 
if not ignorantly or designingly misdirected. 

Designless (di'zsrnles), a » [f. Design sb. 4 - 
-less.] Void of design or plan ; purposeless. 

1643 Hammond Semi, at Oaf. Wks. 1683 IV. 513 That 
designless love of sinning, a 1691 Boyle Ilist. Air xii. 
(1692) 65 These Wounds must have been made by some 
designless Agent. 1883 Jefferies Story of my Heart 59 
The designless, formless chaos of chance-directed matter. 

Besrgnlessly, adv. [f. prec. + -ly 2.] With- 
out design or plan ; with no specific purpose. 

1648 Boyle Seraph. Love xiii. (1700) 77 His fthe Sun's] 
visits are made designlessly. a 2692 — Wks. VI. 80 ^R.) Not 
rashly or designlessly shuffled by a blind hazard, 

t Desi'gnment. Obs. [f. Design v. + -ment.] 
= Designation, Design. 

• 1 . Indication by sign or token. 

’ 1625 Gill Sacr. Philos, ii. 156 No Scripture is so direct. . 
as this for the certaine designement of the time, a 1684 
Leighton Comm, x Pet. ii. 14 The them that are sent .. is 
a very clear designment of the inferior governors of those 
times. 

2 , Appointment ornomination to offi ce orfunction ; 
consignment or destination to a fate. 

158a N, T. (Rhem.) Luke vi. 12 Annot., As a preparation to 
the designement of his Apostles. 1612 T, Taylor Comm . 
Titus i. 7 Designements to offices and places. 164a Jef. 
Taylor Efitsc. (1647) 93 Paul & Barnabas .. went to the 
Gentiles, by. .special! designement made at Antioch. 1668 
H. More Div. Dial, iv. xviii. (1713! 326 No designment of 
them to Sin and Damnation. 1732 Law Serious C. xxii. 
{1761)420 It is by the express designment of God, that some 
beings are Angels, and others are men. 

8 . Appointment, arrangement, or ordination of 
affairs ; planning, designing ; hence, that which is 
planned ; an enterprise, undertaking, design. 

1583 Barsnet Serm. Ezek. (1658) 135 Had he had freedome 
to haue altered Gods Designment, Adams liberty had bene 
aboue the designment cf God. 1594 Ord. Prayer in Liturg. 
Serv, Q. Eliz. (1847) 654 Cruel designments so closely 
plotted against her innocent life. 1604 Shake. Oth. ir. 
L 22 The desperate Tempest hath so bang’d the Turkes, 
That their designement halts. 1611 Coryat Crudities 205 
A very disastrous accident . . frustrated his whole designe- 
ment. 1659 Genii, Calling (1696) 139 Many hours . . inter- 
vening between the Designment and the Execution [of a 
Duelj. 1738 Warburton Dhg Legal. I. 216 A strange 
Jumble as well as Iniquity in this Designment. 

4 . Artistic representation, delineation; an out- 
line, sketch ; an original draught or design. 

1570 Dee Math. Pref in Billingsley Euclule A j. Of all 
these, liuely designementes . . to be in velame parchement 
described. 1658 Dryden Death O. Cromwell 96 For though 
some meaner artist's skill were shown .. Yet still the fair 
designment was his own. 1667 — Aw. Dram. Poesie (R. >, 
Shall that excuse the ill painture or designment of them? 
1703 T. N. City # C. Purchaser 85 A neat and full Expres- 
sion of the 1st Idea or Designment thereof. 

Desilicate (d/sHik^tV?. [f. De-II. i.] imns. 
To deprive of silica. Hence Desi’licated ppl. a. 

. In mod. Diets, ■ 

Desili'cify, Desrlicize, v. [f. De- II. r.] 
tram. To free from silex or silicon ; = Desili- 
CONIZE. Hence Desili^cifica-tion. 

. In mod. Diets. 

Desiliconize (dfsrlikonwz), v. [f. De-IL i.] 
irans. To deprive of or free from silicon. Hence 
Desi’Iiconized ppl. a . ; -izing vbl. sb. and ppl. a. ; 
DesiUconiza'tion. . 

2881 C. R. A, Weight in Encyd. Brit. XIII. 333 /i (Iron) 
The decarbonizing and desiliconmng of iron by the action of 
an oxidizing atmosphere is the essential feature of the 
processes of refining pig iron and of making natural steel. 
1891 Times 8 Oct. 14/6 They had suffered more from desili- 
con ization than from desulphurization. 

Desilver (dzsHvai), v. [f* De- II. 2.] tmns. 
To deprive of its silver, remove the silver from. 

1864 in Webster. x886 Fenn Master of Ceremonies I. ii. 
9 The over-cleaned and de-silvered plated pot. 
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Desilverize (dzsHvoroiz), v. [f. De- II. 1.] 
trans. To extract the silver from (lead or other 
metal). 

1872 Raymond Statist. Mines <$• Mining 450 Two systems 
. .desilverizing and refining two charges of [lead] in twenty- 
four hours. 1886 A. J. Balfour Question 1239 Gold $ Silver 
Comm., The cost of desilverising the copper. 

Hence Desilverized^/. <2., Desilverizing vbl. 
sb. and ppl. a. ; also Desilveriza-tiou. 

1870 J. Percy (title). The Metallurgy of Lead, including 
Desilverization and Cupellation. 2872 Raymond Statist. 
Mines $ Mining 449 The desilverizing kettle holds 22,000 
pounds of lead. 1879 Cassells Techn. Educ. IV. 49/2 In 
lead pipes the soft desilverised lead is considered best. 

Desinence (de*sinens). [a. F. desinence (16th 
c. in Hatzfeld) ~ It. desinenza i a desinence or ter- 
mination y (Florio), ad. med.L. desinentia , f. de- 
sinent-em : see next.] Termination, ending, close ; 
Gram . a termination, suffix, or ending of a 
word. 

1599 Bp. Hall Sat. Poster., Fettering together the series 
of the verses, with the bondesof like cadence or desinence 
of rime. 1623 Fa vine Theat. Hon. 11. i. 67 The Romaine 
desinence or ending. 1814 Berington Lit. Hist. Mid. 
Ages v. (1846) 273 The ear was thus flattered by a certain 
musical desinence, nor could it a moment doubt where every 
verse closed. 1873 Baf.dsley Surnames l (1875)^13 The 
Saxon added * son ', as a desinence, as ‘ Williamson 

Desinent (de*sinent% a. ? Obs. [ad. L. de- 
sinent-em , pr. pple. of desine-re to leave off, close, 
f, De- I. 1, a + sinere to leave.] Forming the end, 
terminal ; ending, closing. 

1605 B. Jonson Masque Blackness , Six tritons, .their 
upper parts human.. their desinent parts fish.^ 1677 Cary 
Chronol. ii, n, m. iii. 227 The State was left in Confusion 
..until the 38th desinent of Azariah. ibid. 228 An. 39 of 
Uzziah desinent. 

Desine'ixtial, it. [f. med.L. desinentia (see 
Desinent) + -al.] Pertaining to, or of the nature 
of, a desinence or ending. 

1818 Monthly Mag. XLVI. 322 The desinential charac- 
teristics of the Latin noun, 2869 F. Hall in Lauder's 
Tractate 24 The desinential di, for -ed [in Scotch pa. pples.] 
Desiner s var. of Decener, Obs. 

1591 Garrard Art Warre 14 Under the charge of a 
Desiner or chiefe of a chamber. 

Desines, obs. form of Dizziness. 
Desinterressed, var. of Disinteressed a. Obs. 
t Besrpiate, v. obs.- ° [irreg. f. L. di-si- 
p?re (desipio) to be foolish, f. De- I. 6 + sapere to 
be wise.] intr. To become foolish. 

1623 in Cockeram. 1663 F. Hawkins Youth's Behav. 
102. 

Desipience (dibrpiens). [ad. L. desipientia , 
f. desipient- em Desipient: see -ence.] Folly ; 
foolish trifling, silliness. 

1656 Blount Glassogr., Desipience is when the sick person 
speaks and doth idly ; dotage. 1882 A. W. Ward Dickens 
ii. 24 Occasional desipience in the form of the wildest 
farce. 1887 Spectator 17 Sept. 1251 The maturity of sweet 
desipience. 

Besrpiency. [see prec., and -ency.] ®*prec. 
1672 S1R T, Browne Lett. Friend § 22 Many are mad but 
in. .one prevalent desipiency. 1856 Titan Mag. Dec. 496 If 
the desipere be but in loco, religion itself will not forbid 
the seasonable desipiency. 

Desipient (d&i*pient), a. rare. [ad. L. desi- 
pient-em, pr. pple. of desipere to be void of under- 
standing, f. De- I. 6 + sapere to know.] Foolish, 
silly; playing the fool, idlv trifling. 

1727 in Bailey vol. II. 1894 Stevenson in Times 2 June 
17/4 In his character of disinterested spectator, gracefully 
desipient. 

Desirability (dfori^rabrliti), [f. next + -ity.] 
The quality of being desirable; desirableness; 
qu&si-concr. (with pi.) a desirable condition or thing. 

1824 Southey Life <y Corr. [1850) Y. 189, 1 see possibilities 
and capabilities and desirabilities. 1859 Farrar Eric 95 
Of this school he often bragged as the acme of desirability. 
1861 Beresf. VLovk Eng. Cathedr ; xgth C. iii. 68 Any de- 
cision upon the distinctive possibility or desirability of new 
cathedrals, 1873 Symonds Grk. Poets iii. 87 The desirability 
of consorting with, none but the best company. 

Desirable (dizsi^rabl), a. (sb) Also 7-8 
desireable. [a. F. disirdble (12th c. in Hatzfeld), 
f. disirer to Desire, after L. desTdcrabilisl\ 

1 . Worthy to be desired ; to be wished for. In 
early use often standing for the qualities which 
cause a thing to be desired ; Pleasant, delectable, 
choice, excellent, goodly. 

1382 Wyc \.\s Prav. xxi. 20 Desyrable tresor and oile in the 
dwelling place of the ri^twis. c 1480 Caxton Blanchaniyn 
xxiii. 8o_ Blaiichardyn .. as that things whiche most he 
desyred in this world, dyde accepte this gracyouse and de- 
syrable ansuere. 1573 H. Harvey Letier bk. iCiinden) 326 
Create variety e of desirable flowers. x6n Bible Ezek, xxiiL 
12 She doted vpon the Assyrians .. horsemen riding vpon 
horses, all of them desireable young men. 1662 Stilungfl. 
Orig. Sacr. in. iii. § 7 No evil is in its self desirable, or to 
be chosen. 1783 Watson Philip ill (1839) 169 It was surely 
desirable to put a period to these calamities. 1833 J. Hol- 
land Manuf. Metal II. 301 This exceedingly convenient 
and desirable machine. 189* H. Matthews m Law Times 
XCII. 96/1 Some general modifications in the rules . . are 
now desirable. 

t 2 . To be regretted or desiderated ; regrettable. 
1650 T. Froysell Gale of Opportunity (1652) 1 He lived 
amiable and dyed desirable. 


+ 3 . Characterized by or full of desire. Obs. 

1759 Sarah Fielding Ctess of Delhvyn II. 23 With the 
desireable View of rendering her Smiles or Frowns of Con- 

sequence., which is desirable; a desirable 

property or tiring. 

1645 E. Willan in Spurgeon Treas. Dav. Ps. xvi. 11 Alt 
these desirables are encircled within the compass of the first 
remarkable. 1721 Watts Serm. ii. Wks. 1S12 I. 18 He., 
despises fame .. pleasure and riches, and all mortal desir- 
ables. 1797 Mrs. A. M. Bennett Beggar Girl (1813) V. 

52 Besides the desirables it would purchase [etc]. 1873 
Miss Broughton Nancy II. 82 At that time, you see, he 
had not all the desirables. 

Desirableness, [f. prec. + -ness.] 

1 . The quality or fact of being desirable. 

1647 Clarendon Hist. Feb. 1. (1843) 34 A Discourses upon 
the thing itself, and the desirableness of it. a 1665 J * Good- 
win Filled w. the Spirit (1867) 125 Matters of lighter con- 
cernment or less desirableness. 1817 Malthvs Fopul. III. 
App. 229 The desirableness of a great and efficient popula- 
tion. 1856 Fkoude Hist. Eng. I. 384 To discuss .. the 
desirableness of fulfilling the engagement into which he had 
entered. % 

F 2 . In active sense : Desirousness. Obs. 

1649 St. Trials, Lieut. -Col. John Lilburne (R. To declare 
my deslreableness to keep within the bounds of reason, 
moderation, and discretion. 

Desirably (d&sH'rahlih adv. [f. as prec. + 
-ly A] In a desirable manner ; according to what 
is desirable. 

1823 J. Badcock Dom. Amuscrn. 70 The ground where you 
would most desirably dig a well, 
t Desi rant, ppl. a. Obs. [a. F. disirant , pr. 
pple. of dtlsuer to desire ; repr. L. desTderdnt eml} 
Desiring, desirous of. 

c 1450 Merlin 73 That I sholde remembre the thinge that 
I beste loved . . and that I am moste desiraunte. 

Desire (d/zaHu), sb. Forms : 4-5 desir. desyr, 
(desijr, dessire, dissire, -yre), 4-6 desyre, de- 
aler, (5 desyer, desere, 6 desyir), 4- desire. 
[ME. a. OF. desir (12th c. in Littre), mod.F. dlsir 
= Pr. dezir , desire , It. desio, desire , deriv. f. the vb. 
desirare, F. ddsirer to Desjke : see next.] 

1 . The fact or condition of desiring ; that feeling 
or emotion which is directed to the attainment or 
possession of some object from which pleasure or 
satisfaction is expected ; longing, craving ; a parti- 
cular instance of this feeling, a wish. 

1303 R, Brunne Handl. Synne 3410 5yf b ou . haue grete 
desyre To be clepyd lorde or syre. c 1380 Wycuf Wks. 
(1880) 147 Gret desir of heuenely pynges. 14. . Why l can't 
be a nun 303 in E. E. P. (1862) 146 Thy fyrst desyre and 
thyne entent Was to bene a nune professed. 1513 More in 
Grafton Chrou. (15,68) II, 757 The execrable desyre of 
sovereintie. 1632 J. Hayward tr. Blond is Era wen a 92, 

1 have a great desire to get a sight of him. 1652 J. W right 
tr. Camus' Nat. Paradox 353 Seeing the cards thus shuffled 
to his own desire^ 1653 H. More Antid. Ath. 11. xii. § 15 
(1712) 83 An unsatiable desire after that just and decorous 
temper of Mind, X752 Johnson Rambler No. 206 r 4 This 
conflict of desires. 1759 — Fasselas xxxvii, His predomi- 
nant passion was desire of money. 1841 Lank Arab. Nts. I. 

2 The elder King felt a strong desire to see his brother. 1853 
J. H. Newman Hist. Sk. {1873) II. 1. i. 11 Objects of desire 
to the barbarian. 1856 Emerson Eng. ’J r a its, Felig. Wks. 
(Bohn) 1 1, too The new age has new desires. 1875 Jowett 
Plato (ed. 2) V, 51 A man should pray to have right desires, 
before he prays that his desires may be fulfilled. 

b. personified. 

1575 Gascoigne Pr. Pleas. Kenikv., That wretch Desire 
Whom neither death could daunt [etc.]. 2821 Shelley 

Prometh. Unb. 1. i. 734 As fleet As Desire's lightning feet. 
1876 Geo. Eliot Dan. Dor. II. xxvii. 170 Desire has trimmed 
the sails, and Circumstance brings but the breeze to fill 
them. 

2 . spec. Physical or sensual appetite ; lust. 

c 1340 Hamfoi.b Prose 7 V. 3 This name Ihesu. .dose away 
greuesnes of # fleschely desyris. 1398 Trevisa Barth. De 
P. F, viz. xliv. (1495) 257 The appetyte of the stomak is 
callyd desyre. a 1400-50 Alexander 4289 To blemysch 
oure Mode with bodely dissires. a 2535 Wyatt in Tottelis 
Misc. (Arb ) 224 If thy desire haue ouer thee the power. 
Subject then art thou and no gouernour. x6ix Shaks. 
Cymb. 1. vi. 47 That satiate yet vnsatisfi’d desire, 1711 
Steele Sped . No. 151.jp 2 A constant Pruriency of inordinate 
Desire. 1756 Burke Subl. <$• B. in, i, Which shows that 
lieauty, and the passion caused by beauty, which I call love, 
is different from desire. 1867 Baker Nile Tribut. viii. 266 
The flesh of the crocodile is eaten greedily, being supposed 
to promote desire.' 2887 Bowkn Virg. AEneid iv. 91 Against 
enkindled desire Honour itself' was feeble, 
tB. Longing for something lost or missed; 
regret; Desidekium. Obs. 

c x 6 it Chapman Iliad xvu. .380 So unremoved, stood these 
steeds, their heads to earth let fall, And warm tears gushing 
.from their eyes, with passionate desire Of their kind manager. 
4 . A wish as expressed or stated in words ; a re- 
quest, petition. 

c 1340 Cursor M. 105 13 (Trim) py desire and py preyere 
Is. comen to goddes .ere, *4*4 Rolls of Farit, 1 1 L 549/1 The 
Kyng thanketh hem of here gode desire, willyng put it in 
execution als sone as he wel may. ■ 2523 Lix Berners Froiss. 
I. cxub 135 The erle sent thyder, at their desyers, John of 
Norwyche, to be their Captayne, . 2670 Marvell ■ Corr. 
clxxxvL Wks. 1872-5 II. 377 The House hath been, in con- 
ference with the Lords upon their desire, about the Addresse 
. ...concerning Popish Recusants, 2794 . Nelson in Nicolas 
Disp. (1845) 1. 428*1116 Agents have written desires from me 
to land everything as fast. as possible, 1842 Bischoff 
Woollen Manuf yl. 83, I also send, at your. 'desire,- a 
general list of articles used In the woollen manufacture. 
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DESIROUS. 


5. transf. An object of desire ; that which one 
desires or longs for. (Originally only contextual). 

: I 34°"7° Alisaunder 1047 Hee hoped to haue there of his 
hertes desyres. 1413 Pilgr. Sowle 1. xxxix. (Caxton, repr. 
2859)43 Hesawe that he nemyght nought acheuenhysdesyre. 
1535 Coverdale Ps. liii. [liv.] 7 So that myne eye seyth his 
desyre vpon myne enemies. 16x1 Bible Haggai ii. 7 The 
desire of all nations shall come. 1699 Dampier Voy. II. n. i. 
We steered off to the North expecting a Sea-Breez at 
E.N.E. and the third day had our desire. 1709 Steele 
Tatler No. 159 P 5 Farewel my Terentia, my Heards De- 
sire, farewel. 173a Fielding Mock Doctor Ded., That 
politeness which., has made you the desire of the great, and 
the envy of the whole profession. 1863 Tennyson Welcome 
Alex., Welcome her, welcome the land’s desire. 

Desire (dfzaio-i), v. Also 3-7 desyre, 4 de- 
sirre, 4-5 disire, -yre, 4-6 desir, 5 dissire, -yre, 
desier, desyr, disere, 5-6 dessire, -yre, dyssire, 
-yre, 6 dissier. [ME. a, OF. desire-r (earlier 
desidrer, desirref) = Pr. desir ar, It. desiare, disirare , 
Rom. type desirare L. deslderdre to miss, long 
for, desire : see Desiderate v.] 

1. trans. To have a strong wish for ; to long for, 
covet, crave, a. with simple obj. 

<71330 Hali Meid. it Ant J>enne wile .. ]?e king of alle 
hinges desire }?e to leofmon. 1340 Ayenb. 244 per is. .al J>et 
herte may wylnj, and of guod desiri. a 1400-50 A le.ra.nder 
922 To J?e kyng he kest slik a hate, pat he desiris his deth. 
1538 Starkey England 1, i. 21 Of al thyng best and most to 
he desyryd. 1607-12 Bacon Ess., Empire (Arb.) 294 It is a 
miserable state of minde to have few thinges to desier, and 
manie thinges to feare. 1670 Milton Hist. Eng. iv. Wks. 
(1851)169 Offa. . aconiely Person, .much desir’d of the people; 
and such his virtue .. as might have otherwise been worthy 
to have reigned. 183a Tennyson * Of old sat Freedom on. 
Hie heights Her open eyes desire the truth. 1871 R. Ellis 
Catullus lxii. 50 Many a wistful boy and maidens many 
desire it. 1873 Jowett Plato (ed. 2) I. 201 Do not all men 
desire happiness ? 

b. with infin . : To wish, long (Jo be, have , do), 
a X300 Cursor M. 10486 (Cott ) Suilk a worthi sun. . Als sco 
desird for to haf, c 1400 M aundev. (Roxb. ) xiv. 62 Desirand 
to see pare wifes and pare childer. c 1423 Hampole's Psalter 
Metr. Pref. 29 Who so desires it to know. 1309 Hawes 
Past. Pleas, xvm. vi, To speke wyth her gretly desyrynge. 
1602 Shaks. Hant. iv. v. 140 If you desire to know the 
certaintie. 1697 Dryden AEneid 11. in it., Since . . Troy’s 
disastrous end [you] desire to know.. 1875 Jowett Plato 
(ed. 2) IV. 30 They do not desire to bring down their theory 
to the level of their practice, 

C. with obj. clause. 

c 1340 Cursor M. 1801 (Trim) penne desired po caitifs badde 
pat pei had ben by noe ladae. c 1600 Shaks. Sonn. lxi. 3 
Dost thou desire my slumbers should be broken? 1784 
Cowper Tiroc. 81 1 To you .. Who wise yourselves, desire 
your sons should learn Your wisdom. 1850 Tennyson In 
Mem. Li. 1 Do we indeed desire the dead Should. still be 
near us? 1859 — Lancelot $ Elaine 1089 You desire your 
child to live. 

2. intr. (or absol.) To have or feel a desire. 

1393 Gower Conf. II. 5 For she, which loveth him.to-fore, 
Desireth ever more and more. 1611 Bible Prov. xiii. 4 The 
soule of the sluggard desireth, and hath nothing, 1620 
Shelton Quix. III. v, He that will not when he may, when 
he desireth shall have nay. a 1831 A. Knox Rem. I. 37 
In moral matters, to desire, and possess, differ in degree, 
rather than reality. 1873 J owett Plato (ed. 2) 1 . 68 He who 
desires, desires that of which he is in want, 
f b. Const, after, to, etc. Obs. 

a 1300 Holy Rode 347 in Leg. Rood 46 Po desirede pe 
quene muche after pe nailes pre War-wip. our lord was 
Inailed to pe tre. a 1335 Prose Psalter xli[i]. r As pe hert 
de-siret to pe welles of waters, so de-sired my soule to pe, 
Lord. 1477 Norton Ord. Alch . Proem in Ashm. (1652) 6 
Every estate desireth after good. 1549-62 Sternhold & H. 
Ps. cxliii. 6 My soule desireth after thee, 
f 3. trans. Of things: To require, need, demand. 
1577 B. Googe Heresbach’s Hush. 1. (1586) 29 It desyreth 
a moyst ground, riche and good. 1587 Golding De Mornay 
xxw. 397 True beautie desireth no painting. 1591 Spenser 
Tears of Muses 541 A doleful case desires a dolefull song. 
1607 . Topsell Four-f. Beasts 292 There be many kindes 
of Mise, and every one of them desireth a particular tractate. 

4. To long for (something lost) ; to feel the loss 
of, miss, regret, desiderate. (In quot. 1614, pass., 
to be missed, to be wanting.) Obs. or arch. 

1357 North tr. GueuarcCs Diall Pr. 232 b/2 On the death 
of thy child Verissimus, thy sonne so much desired. 
x6xx Bible 2 Chron. xxi. 20 He reigned in. Jerusalem 
eight yeeres, and departed without being desired. X614 
Selden Titles Hon. 142 Otherwise.. Pharaohs discretion 
would have been much desired. 1638 Rowland M oufet's 
Theat. Ins. Ep. Ded., That the Reader, .may not desire an 
Epistle, or complain that there is one wanting. 1869 
Tennyson Holy Grail 897 And now his chair desires him 
here in vain. ' 

5. To express a wish for (an object) ; to ask 
for, request 

Const, a. with simple obj , : to d. a thing ; b. to d. a thing 
of, from (t at) a person {arch .) ; 0. with inf. obj , ; to d. to 
know, have, eta, something ; d.. with obj. cl., to d, that ... 

a* c X314 Guy Warw, (A. ) 399 Erls, doukes of pe best. .Me 
[Felice] haue desired apligt, pat neuer of me hadde sigt, 
<71330 Will. Palerne 4583, I desired pis damisele..To haue 
hire to pi broper . . Ac hire moder in no maner hire nold me 
graunte. c 1450 Merlin 27 When thei wiste that Vortiger 
disered the pees, they were gladde. 1656 Burton's Diary 
(1828) I. 39 , 1 move that his Highness’s advice maybe de- 
sired in it. X754 Chatham Lett. Nephew iv.. 21 I f you are 
forced to desire farther information .. do it with proper 
apologies. X84X Lane Arab. Nts. 1 . 97, 1 had spared thee; 
hut thou desiredst my death. 

b. CX400 Destr. Troy 7897 pai .. sent to pat souerain . . 
dessirond full depely delyuerans of hir. *535 Coverdale 
x Kings ii. x6 Now desyre I one peticion of the. — fob 


xxxu x6 When the poore desyred eny thinge at me, haue I 
denyed it them? x6$x Sir E. Nicholas in N. Papers 
(Camden* 282 What you desi.e from mee. x666 Pepys 
Diary 5 Dec., I gave him my song . . which he has often 
desired of me. 

C. c 1400 Destr . Troy 1022 To these kynges he come . . j 
And to haue of hor helpe hertely dissyred. 1450 W. Somner ! 
in Four C. Eng. Lett. 4 The maister desyryd to wete yf the 
shopmen wolde holde with the duke. 1363 Abp. Parker 
Corr. (Parker Soc.) 191, 1 .. thereupon desired to have. the 
Council’s letters. 1785 Mod. Times I. 16 He desired 
never to hear any thing of me.. 1828 Scott F. M. Perth 
xxxiii, He alighted at the Dominican Convent, and desired 
to see the Duke of Albany. 1887 Bowen Virg. AEneid in. 
358 Speech I crave of the seer, and desire his counsel to 
learn. 

d. 1404 Rolls of Parlt. III. 549/1 The Comunes desiren 
that the Kyng shulde leve upon his owne. 1636 Burton's 
Diary (f&AS) I. 80, I desire it may not die. 1689 Tryal 
Bps. 19 We desire it may be read in English for we don’t 
understand Law- Latin. 1738 Swift Pol. Conversat. 98 Run 
to my Lady M — ; and desire she will remember to he here 
at Six. 1823 Southey Hist. Pen ins. War I. X76 He desired 
Velarde would write to the court. 

6. To express a wish to (a person) ; to request, 
pray, entreat. 

fa. with simple object : to make a request to (obs.); 
f b. to d. a person a thing, or of a thing (obs.) ; C. to d. a 
person to do something (the most freq. construction) ; d. to 
d. a person that, or of a person that . . . 

t a. 1326-34 Tindale John xii. 21 Certayne Grekes. .cam 
to Philip . . and desired him, sayinge : Syr we wolde fayne 
se lesus. X563-87 Foxy A,$M. (1596) 32/2 John spake 
unto him, and desired him in like maner and contestation 
as before. 

tb. a 1553 Hooper in Coverdale Lett. Mart. (1564) 127 
Repente, and desyre god of forgeuenes. 1383 Golding 
Calvin on Detit. xviii. 105 If a Childe ... desire his Father 
some fond or euill thing. 1596 Shaks. March. V. iv. i. 402, 

I humbly doe desire your Grace of pardon. 

C. <*x533 Ld. Berners Huon lxi. 212, I desyre you to 
shew me where ye have ben. c X563 Cavendish Metr. Vis. 
in Life Wolsey (1825) II. 124 Desyryng me vouchesalve for 
to consent To wright their myshappe. x68x Temple Mem. nr. 
Wks. 1731 I. 342 The Duke of Monmouth being Chancellor, 

I desir’d the King to speak to him. 17x0 Swift Lett. 10 Oct. 
(1767) III. 2i He desires me to dine with him again on Sun- 
day. 1747 Col. Rec. Pennsylv. V. 138 Thomas McGee . . 
who was desir’d to do it. 1786 Sus. Haswell Victoria II. 
97 Lady Wealthy. . desired her to. .desire the steward give 
her twelve guineas. 1833 Marryat P. Simple ix, He de- 
sired us to 1 toe a line,’ which means to stand in a row. 

d. 1523 Ld. Berners Froiss. I. cviii. 130, I desyre you 
that we may abyde in composicyon. 1339 Cranmer Matt . 
xvi. x The Pharises also with the Saduces . . desyred him 
that he wolde shewe them a sygne from heuen. 1383 T. 
Washington tr. Richolay's Voy. 1. xxi. 27 The Bascha sent 
to desire the Ambassador that the next day he would come 
to his solemne dynner. x6n Bible Dan. ii. 16 Then Daniel 
went in and desired of the King, that hee would giue him 
time. 1822 Shelley Chas. J, 11. 456 Go desire Lady Jane 
She place my lute. 

t 7. To request to know or to be told ; to ask. 
c 1477 Caxton Jason 95 b, lason . . desired the waye. 1708 
Hearne Collect. (Oxf. Hist. Soc.) II. 107 Mr. Watts came 
to me.. and desir’d of me whether I were a Congregation 
Man. 

f 8. To request the presence or attendance of ; to 
invite. Obs. 

cx^z^Coer de L. 687rSaye, that I hym desyre, And al his 
cursed cumpany in fere. 1330 Palsgr. 513/2, I desyre to 
dynner, or to a feest, or any repast, je sernons. 1554 
Bradford in Strype Eccl. Mem. III. App. xxxi. 85, I was 
desyred by a neighbour . . ayenst this day to dyner, 1583 
Satir. Poan Reform, x Iv. Leg. Bp. Si. Androis 259 This 
bischop, beand present thair, Desyrit him hame. 1606 Shaks. 
Tr. <$■ Cr. iv. v. 150, I would desire My famous Cousin to 
our Grecian Tents. 1606 G. W[oodcocke] tr. Hist. Tvstine 
88 b, Arsinoe. .desired Phillip into her Citty Cassandria. 
f b. To invite to a course of action, etc. 
c 1314 Guy Warne. (A.) 634 J> ow dost me litel worbschipe, 
When pou me desirest to schenschipe. 1323 Ld. Berners 
Froiss. I. cxv. 136 Ye haue desyred vs to a thynge that is 
great and weyghtie. 1588 Shaks. L. L. L. v. ii. 145 But 
shall we dance, if they desire vs too ’t ? 1645 Cromwell 

Lett. 4 Aug., I sent one Mr. Lee to them, To certify the 
peaceableness of my intentions, and to desire them to peace- 
ableness. 

Desired (d/zaDud), ppl. a. [f. prec, + -ED 1 .] 

1. Wished for, longed for, etc. : see the vb. 

1382 Wyclif Haggai ii. 8 Thedesirid to alle folkis shal cume. 

*. a 1440 Found. St. Bartholomew's 43 To 3eue the a geifte of 
desirid helth. x6xx Shaks. Cymb. hi. v. 62 To her desir’d 
Posthumus. x6tx Bible Ps. cvii. 30 So he bringeth them 
1 vnto their desired hauen. 1633 Earl Orrery Parthen. ( 1676) 
2x At last, the long desired day appear’d. 1855 Macaulay 
Hist. Eng. IV. 266 The long desired title of Elector of 
Hanover. 

1 2. Missed, regretted, desiderated. Obs. 
a 1533 Ld. Berners Gold. Bk. M. Aurel. (1 546) Dd j a, 
Of the death of suche an entierly desyred husbande. 
f 3. Affected with desire ; longing, desirous. 

[ — L. cupidus .] Obs. 

<2x300 Cursor M. 28505 (Cott.) Gerndand i haf oft ben 
desird o Hre wymtnen seen, c 1489 Caxton Blanchardyn 
xiii. 158 She . . was sore desired to know of hym som gode 
tydynges. 1598 Yong Diana 318^ If thy sweete voice., 
might sound in our desired eares with some happie song. 

Hence Desi’redly adv., in a desired manner; 
■f according to one’s own desire, con amort (obs.; 
cf. Desirously) ; Desi redness, the condition of 
being desired. 

1623 Bp. Mountagu App. Caesar 65 He being Pater miseru 
cordiarum , and wholly, freely, and desiredly, giving, oc- 
casioning, procuring, effecting our salvation. x66SG. Alsop 
Maryland (1869) 46 Every man lives quietly, and follows 


his labor and imployment desiredly. x888 P. Ii. Wicksteed 
Alphabet Econ. Sc. 8, I am not aware of any^ recognised 
word, however, which signifies the quality of being desired. 

* Desirableness ’ conveys the idea mat the thing not only is 
but deserves to be desired. ‘ Desiredness’ is not English, 
but I shall nevertheless use it as occasion may require. 1889 
Sat. Rev. 16 Feb. 198/1 His introduction into the English 
language of * desiredness’. 

Besrreful, a. Now rare. [f. Desire sb. + 

-PUL.] 

fl. Greatly to be desired, desirable. Obs. or arch. 
1382 Wyclif Dan, x. 3 Y eete not desireful breede. 1435 
Misyn Fire of Love 76 Delectabyl & desirefull it is in fn 
praysinge to be. c 1510 More Picus Wks. 15 More desire- 
full is it . . to be condemned of the worlde, and exalted of God, 
then to be exalted of the world and condemned of god. 1580 
Sidney Arcadia (1622) 434 Euery thing was either vehe- 
mently desirefull, or extreamely terrible. 1877 Blackie Wise 
Men 68 A brood of desireful maidens immortal, 

2. Full of desire; desirous; wishful, eager. 

132 . Barclay Sallust's Jugurth 55 a, To suche desyrefull 
myndesas they had, nothyng coude to fast be hasted. 1340 
Morysine Fives' hit rod. Wjsd. Pref. A ijb, Aiway helpynge 
some, and stylle desyrefull to helpe mo *553 Grimalde 
Cicero's Offices 1. 68 So desireful of., learning y e nature 
of things. 1892 C. E Norton Dante's Paradise v. 29 
Beatrice . . all desireful turned herself again to that region. 
Hence i'Besi*refulness, Cbs., the state or quality 
of being desirous ; eagerness. 

1548 U dall etc. Erasm. Par. Luke Pref. 8 Hewith greate 
desirefulnesse useth to reade. Ibid, ix, 56 Toke out of 
their stomakes all desierfulnesse of doyng vengeaunce. 

Desireless (d/zoDules), a. [f. as prec. + -less.] 
Devoid of desire or longing. 

1607 Topsell Serpents ( 1653) 758 Desirelesse it seeks these 
drinks and meats. 1640 Bp. Reynolds Passions xl. 524 The 
Will is left Hopelesse, and therefore Desirelesse. 1836 
R. A. Vaughan Mystics (i860) I. 254 Our spirit becomes 
desireless, as though there were nothing., of which we stood 
in need. 

Besirer (d/zoD-rai). [f. Desire v. + -ek L] 
One who desires. 

cx 450 tr. De Imitations hi. xxxvi, There are many de- 
sir eres of contemplacion. X548 R. Hutten Sum of Diui~ 
nitie A vj b. It is expedient that ther be many desirers 
of the office. 1379 Coverdale Bk. Death xiii. 58 Earnest 
desirers of innocency. a 16x3 Overbury A Wife 11638) xo8 
A desirer of learning. x66$ Manley Grotius' Low C. Warres 
105 Yet never ceased to admonish all desirers of novelty. 
a 1691 Baxter in Tulloch Eng. Purit. ill. (i86x) 366 He was 
a great desirer of such abatements as might restore us all to 
serviceableness. 

Desiring (d/zaDTirj), vbl. sb. [f. Desire v. + 
-in& 1 .] The action of the verb Desire ; longing, 
desire. (Now rare or Obs. exc. as gerund.) 

1377 Langl. P. PI. B. xiii. 356 )?orw coueityse and vn- 
kynde desyrynge. 1491 Caxton Vitas Pair. (W. de W, 1495) 
II. 235 b/i The desyrynges of the flesshe. 1593 T. Watson 
Tears of Fancie^ xx. Poems (Arb.) 188 If he at first had 
banisht loues desiring. 1677 Gilpin Demonol. (1867) 63 By 
‘ lust ’ 1 mean those general desirings of our minds after any 
unlawful object which are forbidden in the tenth command- 
ment. Mod. One cannot gain honour merely by desiring it. 

Besi*ring, ppl a. [f. Desire v. + -ikg ’A] That 
desires ; longing, desirous. 

c 1386 Chaucer Me lib. T 61 1 A man that is to desirynge 
for to gete riches, c 1489 Caxton Sonnes of Ay mon xxiii, 
497 They were sore desyrynge for to see theyr wyves, theyr 
chyldren, and theyr londes. 1332 Huloet, Desirous or de- 
sirynge, appetens, auidus . 1393 Shaks, Rich. //, v. ii. 14 

So many greedy ^ lookes of yong and old, Through Case- 
ments darted their desiring eyes Vpon his visage, a 1700 
Dryden (J.) Jove beheld it with a desiring look. 

Besrringly, adv. [f. prec. + -ly 4 <] With 
desire, desirously, longingly. 

1532 Huloet, Desirously, or wyth desyre, or desiringly, 
cupide. 1662 j. Chandler Van Helmonfs Oriat. Pref. to 
Rdr., My Spirit, .desiringly desiring thorowly to know the 
whole sacred Art. _ 1821 Coleridge Lett. Corners, <$*£•. II. 
35 The voice within, whenever the heart desiringly listens 
thereto. 

Desirous (clizaD-ros), a. Also 5 desirou.se, 
-rose, desyrows, dessyrous, -rus, dissyrus, 
dyssirus, 5 -6 desyrous(e, 6 desyreous, -rus, 
-rowus, desierous, dissirous, 7 desireous. [a. 
AFr. desirous = OF. desir eus (earlier desidros, de- 
sires, mod.F. disireux) — Pr. deziros. It. desideroso 
late L. or Rom. desiderds-tts, f. stem of desider-arc 
to Desire : see -ous. Orig. with stress on third 
and first syllable.] 

1. Having desire or longing ; characterized by or 
full of desire: wishful; desiring, 
a- with of; also t to (obs. rare). 

c 1300 K. Alis. 416 Olimpias stout byfore Neptanabus, Of 
hire neowe love wei desirous, c 1400 Destr. Troy 8003 More 
dessyrous to the dede, hen Idem can. 1489 Caxton Faytes 
of A. in. i. 169 A dyscyple desyrouse of lerngmge. 1308 
Dunbar Goldyn Targe 54 As falcounn swift desyrouse of 
hir pray, 1361 T. Norton Calvin's lust. in. 221 They that 
haue a desirous mind of amendment. x6xx Bible Transl. 
Pref. 4 The Grecian s being desirous of learning. 1753 Young 
Centaur L Wks. 1757 IV. 125 Man is not only desirous, but 
ambitious too, of happiness. 189% Law Reports Weekly 
Notes 78/2 The lessor was desirous of pulling the house 
down and building a new one. 
b. with inf. 

<7 x374 Chaucer Former Age 59 Ne nembrot desyrous To 
regne had nat maad his towres hye. c 1489 Caxton Blan- 
chardyn .vii. 29 Ryght desyrouse to here tydynges of her 
louer. xsss Eden Decades 158 Owre men. .were desyrous to 
see the towne. 1651 Hobbes Leviath. iv. xlv. 360 He is de- 
sirous to save himselfe from death, *732 Johnson Rambler 
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No. 207 f 9 We never find ourselves so desirous to finish, as 
in the latter part of our work, i860 Tyndall Glac. 1. xvi . 66 
Being desirous to learn something of its [the glacier's] 
general features. 

c. with obj\ clause, 

1601 Shaks. Twel. N . nr. i. 83 My Neece is desirous you 
should enter. 1625 Bacon Ess., Revenge (Arb. ) 503 Some . . 
are Desirous the party should know. 1632 J. Hayward tr. 
Biondi's Eromena 18 That I, desirous we might recover 
again e our liberty. 1828 Scott F. M. Perth iii, He averted 
his face, as if desirous that his emotion should not be read 
upon his countenance. 

d. simply . 

r 1485 Digby Myst. (1882) nr. mo To shew desyrows 
hartes I am full nere. 1535 Coverdale 2 Sam, xxiii. 15 
Dauid was desyrous, and sayde: Wolcle God y fc some man 
wolde fetch me a drynke of water. 1667 Milton P. L, v. 
631 From dance to sweet repast they turn Desirous. 

1 2. Of feelings, actions, etc. : Characterized by, 
of the nature of, or expressing, desire or longing ; 
sometimes in bad sense, covetous. Ohs. 

a 1420 Hoccleve De Reg". Princ, 1403 The desirous talent 
Ye han to goode. 1483 Caxton Gold, Leg. 272/2 Thou hast 
brought me into a desyrous affection. 1509 Barclay Shyp 
of Folys (1570} 178 Alas note well thy desirous vanitie. *580 
Sidney Arcadia (1622) 166 With a desirous sigh. 1652 L. S. 
People's Liberty ii. 4 The word for desire . . implieth a de- 
sirous affection . 

f 3. Full of eagerness or spirit; eager, ardent 
{esp. in deeds of arras). Obs. 

c 1386 Chaucer Sqrls T. 13 Yong, fressh, strong, and in 
Armes desirous, As any Bacheler of al his hous. 1393 Gower 
Conf. I. 89 Of armes he was desirous^ Chivalerous and 
amorous. ^ c 1450 tr. De Imitations hi. xii, pat j?ou he not a 
louerof but a desirous folower of my wille. <7*470 
Henry Wallace 11. 2 In prys of armys desirous and sauage. 
1470-83 Malory Arthur iv. iii, A good knyght and ful de- 
syrous in armes. [Modernized reprint of 1634 desirous.] 
f4. Longing for something lost ; regretful. Obs. 
rare . (Cf. Desire sb, 3, v, 4.) 

£1485 Digby Myst.(i%%d) iv. 1077 My swete lorde of )>t 
which desirose I am, and nedes must be. 

1 5. Exciting desire ; desirable ; pleasant, delect- 
able. Obs. 

1430 Lydg. Ckron. Troy 1, viii, The lusty season freshe and 
desyrous. 1556 in Strype EccL Mem. I. App. Ixi. 219 Whiche 
most desirous daye of thy comfortable commynge hasten, 
deare Lorde. 1684 Bunyan Pilgr. n. 96 They make the 
Woods, and Groves, and Solitary places, places desirous to 
be in. 1728 Gay Beg'g. Op. ir. i, Wine inspires us, And fires 
us. . Women and Wine should Life employ. Is there ought 
else on Earth desirous? [1796 cf. Peggf. Anonym. (1809) 434.] 

Desirously ^cl/zaio’rssli) , adv. N ow rare. [f. 
prec. + -ly *4] 

1. With desire or longing; wishfully, eagerly, 
longingly, (Frequent in 16 — 17 th centuries.') 

c 1400 Test. Love m, (1560) 301/1 By which ye be draw 
desirously any thyng to wilne in coveitous manner. 1504 
Atkynson tr. De Imitatione nr. ii, I beseche the humbly & 
desirously . . that thou vouchesaue to speke to me thy selfe. 
1556 J. Hkywood Spider F. Ixxi. title, Desirously deuis- 
ing: by what meane to get peace. 1603 Knolles Hist. 
Turks (,1621)62 Which courtesie the Countie desirously em- 
braced. 1692 South Se'rm . (1697) I. 326 Do they hasten to 
their Devotions. .Or do they not rather come hither slowly, 
sit here uneasily and depart desirously? 1836 W. Irving 
Astoria qg It.. had been ..desirously contemplated 
by powerful associations and maternal governments, 
f b. With earnest desire, earnestly. Obs. 

150a Ord. Crystal Men (W, de W. 1506) iv. ix. 192 The 
confessour ought to be well aduysed and hym enfounne 
desyrously. Ibid. iv. xxii. 291 Righte desyrously euery 
relygyous ought for to kepe hym from the tellynge of 
iesynges. 1647 F* Bland Souldiers March 44 One short 
Observation more would I desirously commend to your 
Christian piety. 

1 2. Of one’s own desire or wish ; willingly, 
readily. Obs. 

1531 Elyot Gov. ii. xiii, Suche one as desirously will par- 
ticipate with his frende all his good fortune. _ 1589 Cqgan 
Haven Health ccxv. (1636 233 The superfluities, .with the 
wine, shall be drawne off the stomack . . but nature doth not 
so desirously draw Ale. 1635 Earl Strafford Lett. (1730) 
I. 390 If . I could have avoided meddling with him, I should 
not desirously have begun with a Gentleman ... of so ,, tur- 
bulent a Disposition. 

Besrrousness. Now rare. [f. as prec. + 
-ness.] The quality of being desirous ; wishful- 
ness, eagerness. 

*571 Golding Calvin on Ps. vii. 5 As though his desyrouse- 
nesse too reigne had moved hym too trayterous rebellion. 
*665 Boyle Occas. Ref. (1845) 3 66 My desirousness of 
piety in a Preacher. *873 A. Raleigh in Spurgeon Treas. 
Dav. Ps. cxix. 20 Dr. Chalmers . . summed up his own at- 
tainments in the word ‘desirousness.* 

Desist (dizi*st), v. Also 6 -syste, -cist, 7 dis- 
sist. [a. OF. desister (1358 in Littrd ; mod.F. df), 
ad. L. desist- ere, f. De- 2 + sistere to stop, stand 
still] 

1. intr. To cease (from some action or proce- 
dure) ; to stop, leave off, give over, forbear. 

1530 Palsgr. 514/i, I counsayle you desyst from this pur- 
pose. 1549 Compl. Scot. vi. 62, 1 pray the to decist fra that 
tideus melancolic orison. *585 T. Washington tr. Nicko- 
lays Voy.i.xv, 16 Notwithstanding [they] did not desist 
of their enterprise. *633 J. Hayward tr. Biondi’s Ero- 
mena 100 At last, quite wearied with kissing and weep- 
ing, they were fain© to desist.:-' '.'''*753 Fielding Amelia- xar 
Men should therefore desist from this enormous crime. 
a 1839 Macaulay Hist. Eng. V, 51 The Peers desisted from 
urging a request which seemed likely to be ungraciously re- 
fused. *866 Kingsley Her eve. iii, He shouted to the com- 
batants to- desist. 


t b. Const, in. Obs. 

a 1774 Goldsm. tr. Scarron’s Comic Rom. (1775) H- *7« 
Request that he would desist in his gallantries to me. 1795 
Fate of Sedley II. 140 He only begged me to desist . . in 
thinking of such an union. 1842 C, Whitehead R. Savage 
(1845) II, viii. 275, 1 desisted in the attempt ; more properly 
to speak, I declined it. 

t C. Const, inf. with to. Obs. 

3539 Act 31 Hen. VIII, c. 12 Diuers idell .. persons . .haue 
not desisted to take egges of faucons . . out of the nestes. 
1597 Shaks. 2 Hen . IV, 1. iii. 49 What do we then, but. .at 
least, desist To builde at all ? 2647-8 Cotterell Davilas 
Hist. Fr. (1678) 19 Never desisted to persecute them. 1635- 
60 Stanley Hist. Philos. (1701) 160/1 Gods always were, to 
be desisted never. 

d. To cease to prefer a claim. 

1673 Penney Iv , Archives I. 32 We doe hereby dissist off 
the same land. 

2 . To come to an end, cease, terminate. Obs. 
rare. 

a 1657 Str J. Balfour Ann. Scot. (1824-5) II, 254 The 
vrging of the Perth artickells must ceasse and desist, 
f 3 . trans. To leave off, discontinue. Ohs. 

1509 Barclay Shyp of Folys (1570) 107. Thou foole desist 
thy wordes vayne. 2599111 Beveridge // ist. India 1. 1. x. 225 
They shuld be required to desist their viage. 1679 Oates 
Harr. Popish. Plot 53 He ordered the said Blundel, not to 
desist the business in hand. 1753 Stewart’s Trial 209^ The 
uncle desisted further inquiry. 1784 New Spectator xi. 6/1 
Unless they desist their attacks on the fair milliner, 
f 4 . To withstand ( ? error for resist). Obs \ rare ~ l 
1548 Bodrugan (Adams) Epit. King’s Title H iv, Who of 
you by reason or otherwise is able to desist my persuasion 
of this vnion. 

Hence Desrsting vbl. sb. 

1607 Hieron Wks. I. 270 There was no desisting from 
former courses, no breaking off of olde sinnes. 2709 Heaune 
Collect . 13 Mar., Mr. Lhuyd. .has carried his Point, .owing 
to my desisting. 

Desistance (d/zrstans). Also -enee. [f. De- 
sist v. : cf. OF. desistame , -ence (1300 in Godef.) : 
see -ance.] The action of desisting, leaving off, or 
forbearing to proceed ; cessation, discontinuance 
of action. 

2633 Lithgow Trav. 1. 4 , 1 partly forbeare. .and reconciled 
times pleading desistance, moderate discretion inserteth 
silent patience. 1648 Boyle Seraph. Love xiii. (1700) 78 
Men., make it both the Motive and the Excuse of their 
Desistance from giving any more, That they have given 
already. 2768 Woman of Honor III. 48 It is an argument 
the more for your desistence. 1803 S. Pegge A need. Eng. 
Lang,, A word commanding cessation and desistance. 1879 
H. Spencer Data of Ethics vi. § 33. 79 Life is maintained 
by persistence in acts which conduce to it, and desistance 
from acts which impede it. 1884 — - in 19 th Cent . Nov. 837, 
I must here close the discussion, so far as my own desistence 
enables me. 

f Desi stency. Obs. rare-- 1 , [f. L. desislent- 
em, pr. pple. of desistHre : see Desist and -ency.] 
Cessation. 

2615 Marr. Wiving i. in Harl. Misc. (Malh.) III. 253 
End of the world and desistency of all things. 

Besrstive, a. rare . [f. Desist v . + -ive.] 
Ending, concluding. 2836 in Smart. 

Besition (d&i*pn). [f. L. type *desilidn~em f 
n. of action £ desinUre, desit- to leave off, cease : see 
Desinent.] Termination or cessation of being; 
ceasing to be ; ending. 

1623 R. Sheldon Serttt. St. Martin’s 35 The consecra- 
tions, oblations, consumptions, desitions of Christ, which they 
make daily . . vpon their prophane altars. 1645 Souls Im- 
mortality Defended 27 (L.) The soul must be immortal and 
unsubject to death or desition. 1867 Bp. Forbes. Explan. 
39 Art. xxviii. (i88r> 550 The plain words of Scripture, in 
that they freely use the word ‘ bread * to describe the Blessed 
Sacrament after consecration, go against the desition of the 
signum therein. Ibid. 532 Such a change, .as would involve 
a physical desition of what before existed. 2890 A. L. Moore 
Hist. Ref 139 note. Nor does the statement . . on the doc- 
trine of the Sacrament expressly assert the desition of the 
natural substance of the elements, 
t Besitive (de'sitiv), a. and sb. rare. Obs. [f. 
L. desit- j ppl. stem of desinfre to cease -f -ive.] 

A. adj . Logic. Of a proposition : Having refer- 
ence to the end or conclusion of a matter. 

1^25 Watts Logic m. ii. § 4 Inceptive and desitive propo- 
sitions ; as, the fogs vanish as the sun rises ; but the fogs 
have not yet begun to vanish ; therefore the sun is not yet 
risen. 

B. sb, A desitive proposition. 

r735 Watts Logic 11, ii. § 6 Inceptives and desitives, which 
relate to the beginning or ending of any thing ; as the Latin 
tongue is not yet forgotten. 

Desjune, var. of Disjune, Obs. f breakfast. 
Desk (desk), sb. Also 5-6 desks, (5-7 desque, 
6 dexe, dext), 6-8 Sc. dask. [ME. deske, app. 
immed, ad. med.L. desca f cum descis et scamnis, 
et aliis ornamentis’ (£1250 in Du Cange). The 
latter is to be referred ultimately to L. discus 
(also used in med.L, in the sense * table of which 
the regular Romanic form remains in It. desco ‘a 
deske, a table, a boord, a counting boord; also 
a forme, a bench, a seat, or stoole * (Florio). Prob. 
from this It. desco, the med.L. desca fern, (like 
mensa, tabula) was formed. 

Desk was in no way actually connected with disk, OE. 
disc, ME. disch, although OE. disc, WGer. disk, was itself 
an ancient adoption of L. discus. The OFr. repr. of L. 
discus, Rom. desco, Pr. des, was deis, Eng. Dais. Thus 
dais, desk, disk, disk, all originate in the same word.] 


1. An article of furniture for a library, study, 
church, school, or office, the essential feature of 
which is a table, board, or the like, intended to 
serve as a rest for a book, manuscript, writing- 
paper, etc., while reading or writing, for which pur- 
pose the surface usually presents a suitable slope. 

The name is applied to articles differing greatly 
in details of construction and in accessories, ac- 
cording to their particular purpose, which is often 
indicated by a qualification, as litany-, music-, 
prayer reading school writing-desk , etc. 

it may be a simple table, board, or shelf fixed at a con- 
venient height for resting a book, etc., while reading or 
writing, or fitted on a small frame so as to be placed on a 
table, or upon a taller frame, with legs, etc., so as itself to 
stand on the floor, or it may be more or less elaborately 
provided with shelves for books, and with drawers and. re- 
ceptacles for papers, documents, etc., such as are required 
for use in a library, study, school, or office. 

a. As a requisite for reading or writing on, or 
studying at. 

c 1386 Chaucer Frankl. T. 400 At Orliens in studie a book 
j he say Of Magyk natureel, which his felawe , . Hadde prively 
I vpon his desk [v.r. deske] ylaft. c 1440 Promp . Parti . 299 
1 Leterone or lectorne, deske, lectrinum, etc. a 1500 Orel. 
Sap. in Anglia X. 356 Lenynge hym vpon a deske. 1581 
Mulc ASTER Positions V. (1887) 34 Incke and paper a 
deske and a dustboxe will set them both vp [i. e. a scholar 
to learn to draw as well as to write]. 1594 Plat Jewell- 
ho., Diner se Ex per. 39 You must have a deske of the 
cleerest and evenest glasse that is to be bought , . Upon 
this Deske you must fasten the patterne at the foure endes 
with a little wax. 1625 Stephens Satyr. Ess. (ed. 2) 333 
Lawyers Clarke. . Hee doth relye upon his maisters practise, 
large indentures, and a deske to write upon. 1666 Pkpys 
Diary (ifyg) IV. 213, I observed the desk which he hath 
[made] to remove, and is fastened to one of the armes of 
his chayre. 1722 Steele Sped. No. 109 F 5 He sits with 
one Hand on a Desk writing. *773 Johnson 17 Aug. in 
Boswell, Composing a Dictionary requires books and a 
desk : you can make a poem walking in. the fields, or lying 
in bed. 1838 Dickens Nick. Nick, ii, Nickleby dosed 
an account book which lay on his desk, 1842 Tennyson 
Attdley Court 43 Oh ! who would cast and balance at a 
desk, Perch’d like a crow upon a three-legg'd stool. 1847 
— Princ. 11. 90 To Lady Psyche’s . . There sat along the 
forms. . A patient range of pupils ; she herself Erect behind 
a desk of satin-wood. 2850 — In Mem. cxxviii, To cramp 
the student at his desk. 2872 Morlky Voltaire (1886) in 
He seems to have usually passed the whole day at his desk. 

b. As a repository for writing materials, letters, 
etc., as well as for writing on. In modem use 
often a portable box or case opening so as to pre- 
sent a sloping surface. 

1548 Cooper Bibliotheca Elio fas, Pluteus. a littell holowe 
deske lyke a coffer, whereupon men do write. 1590 Shaks. 
C.Err. iv. i. 103 In the DeskeThat’s couer'd o're wxthTurkish 
Tapistrie There is a purse of Duckets. 1626 Bacon Sylva 
§ 658 Some, .for Tables, Cupboards and Desks, as Walnuts. 
2693 Washington tr. Miltons Def Pop. Pref. (1851) 13 
Your Boxes and Desks stufft with nothing but Trifles. 
a 2744 Pope (J.), I have been obliged to leave unfinished in 
my desk the heads of two essays. 2865 Trollope Belton 
Est. xviii. 216 She got out her desk and prepared herself for 
her letter. Mod. The prisoner had forced the desk open 
and taken the money out of it. 

t C. In early use, applied also to a shelf, case, 
or press, on or in which books stand in a library 
or study. Obs. 

[c 2440 Promp. Parv. 120 Deske, pluteum. 1483 Cath. 
A ngl. 97 A Deske ; pluteus [a book-shelf, book-case, desk].] 
1538 Leland Itin. I. 55 At the Toppe of every Square was 
a Desk ledgid to set Bookes on Bookes on Gofers withyn 
them. 2557 North Gueuara’s Diall Pr. Gen. Prol. A iij, 
One that for his pastime is set round with deskes of bookes. 
1669 Hackett Let. in Willis & Clark Cambridge (1886) 
II. 554 Expended . . upon the College Library, either for 
bookes, or desques. 2717 Berkeley Tour in Italy Wks. 1872 
IV. 513 The books are all contained in desks or presses, 
whose backs stand to the wall. These desks are all low, of 
an equal height, so that the highest books are within reach 
without the least straining. 

2. In a church or chapel : In the general sense 
of 1 , a sloping board on which books used in the 
service are laid, as the book-board in a pulpit 
Hence formerly (and still in U.S.) applied to the 
seat, stall, or pulpit of the minister, or, (as still in 
Scotland) to that of the clerk or precentor; in 
England, to the stalls or choir-seats, and to the 
reading-desk in the now obsolescent arrangement 
of pulpit, reading-desk, and clerk’s desk, one above 
another; where this has been abolished, and a 
special stall is provided for the reading of the 
prayers, the latter is sometimes called the ‘ prayer- 
desk l 

1449 Church w. Ace. St. Georges, Stamford (Nichols 2797) 

S 2 Making of pleyn desques and of a pleyne rodelofte. ■ 1553 
trksh. Ck. Goods 32 A old cloth® of baulkyn for the dexe. 
2565 Harding in Strype Ann. Ref I. App. xxx. 72 Clappe 
me not they the bare Bible on the dext. 2604 Vestry Bis, 
(Surtees) 140 For a desk to lay the byble on* a 2640 W. 
Fenner Chrisl’s Alarm ( 1630) 18 How reverently should ye 
sit in your Pewes ? how sacredly should we stand in our 
desks ? ■ 2653 G. Firmin Sober Reply 28 My friend when he 
had done preaching , . went downe out of. the Deske. ■ *706 
A. 'Bedford' Temple M ns. iv. 90 Their Singers stood in, the 
Desks. ^ *784 Cowfer Task 1. 94 Sweet sleep enjoys the 
curate in his desk, The tedious rector drawling o’er his 
" head. . 2809 Kendall Trav. I. i. 4 The . pulpit, or, as it is 
here [in Connecticut] called, the desk' was filled by three, if,' 
not.' four ..' clergymen J ■ a number which, ■ by its form and 
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dimensions, it was able to accommodate. 1830 Tennyson 1 
Sonnet to J. M. A”., The humming of the drowsy pulpit- 
drone. .while the worn-out clerk Brow-beats his desk below. 
1846 Parker Gloss. Archit . <’1875) 146 s. v. Lectern , At Debt- 
ling is one [a lectern] of Decorated date ; it is made with 
a desk for a book on four sides. 1870 F. R. Wilson 
Ch. Lindisf. 79 The pulpit, litany desk, and stalls are 
oaken. 

4 fo. A seat or pew in a church. Cf. Dais 3 b, 
Obs. Sc. 

1560 in Edgar Ch. Life ScotL (18E5) I. 15 Neither the 
dasks, windocks nor duns be ony wise hurt. 1603 Ibid., To 
big ane removabill dask for his wyff. 1:678 in Old Church 
Life Ballingry (1890) II. 20 Fill up with deskes the emptie 
roomes of the Church. 1701 in Scott. N. A Q. I, 12 [To 
farm] the haill dasks in both churches. 2885 Edgar Ck. 
Life ScotL I. x6 Down to about the middle of the 17th cen- 
tury there were very few desks or seats in Church. 

3. fig . a. Used typically for the functions or 
office of the occupant of a desk, esp. in sense 2 . 

1581 J. Bell H addon's Anew. Osor. 108 b, Luther doth not 
take upon him the person of a schoolemaister, nor hath 
challenged to himselfe the dignitie of high deske, nor ever 
taught any Schooles of new factions. 1821 Dwight Trav. 
II. 277 He [Dr. Backus, a professor of divinity] educated 
between forty and fifty for the desk. 1836 W. Andrew 
Hist. Winterton, etc 107 At a time when the pulpit and 
reading-desk were generally at variance. 1838 Brit. Critic 
XXIII. 294 Their tendency is, to exalt the Pulpit too far 
above the Desk ; to make the performance of man the very 
life and soul of all public worship. 

b. Work at the desk in an office, etc. ^clerical 
or office work. 

2797 Burke Regie. Peace hi. (R,), Never can they who 
from the miserable seiwitude of the desk have been raised 
to empire, again submit to the bondage of a starving bureau. 
1844 Emerson Lect., Yng. Amer. Wks. (Bohh> II. 296 He 
who merely uses it [the land] as a support to his desk and 
ledger, .values it less. 

4. transf. A meeting of those who occupy the 
choir desks of a cathedral. 

1691 in Macray Catal. Raivl. MSS. Dii. 26 The sub- 
chanter and vicars [of Lichfield] desire to know whether he 
wishes to renew the lease . . as the matter will be settled at 
the next meeting, or deske as they call it. 

£>. attrib. and Comb ., as desk-board , - closet , 
-drudge y -fellow , -gong, -officer ; desk-book, a 
book for constant use at the desk, a handbook, 
vade-mecum ; desk-cloth, a cloth to cover a read- 
ing-desk or lectern ; desk-knife, a pen-knife with 
fixed handle, an eraser; desk-man, a minister, 
clergyman, or preacher ; desk- work, work at a 
desk, as clerk, book-keeper, etc. 

1614 Selden Titles Hon. 210 Fastned with long nailes to 
the Meskboards, 2892 Literary World 22 Jan. 82/3 This 
^desk-book may be highly recommended. 2879 E. Garrett 
House by Works I, 62 In the little oak *desk-closet at the 
back of the shop, stood a young woman. 1880 Browning 
Dram. Idylls Ser. 11. Clive 92 *Desk-drudge, slaving at St. 
David's, one must game, or drink, or craze. 2825 Lamb 
Elia Ser. n. Super annuated Many To visit my old *desk- 
fellows. 1833 J. Holland Manuf. Metal II. 9 Pen-knives 
. .fastened into the hafts, in the manner of what are now 
called # desk-knives. 1893 K. Grah ame Pagan Ess. 105 The 
* Desk-men have a temporary majority. 1885 Public Opinion 
9 Jan. 38/2 A scientific and what is popularly known as 
a *desk officer. 2864 Tennyson Sea Dreams 78 A dozen 
years Of dust and *deskwork. 

t Desk, v. Obs. [f. Desk sb.] 

1. trans . To fit up or furnish with desks. 

« 1509 Hen. VII. Will in Willis & Clark Cambridge (im) 
I. 498 That the said Chapell be desked. 

2. To place in or as in a desk. 

2625 Albumazar 1. iii. in Hazl. Dodsley II. 321 A leaf of 
that small Iliad That in a walnut-shell was desk’d. 2646 J. 
Hall Poems 1. 2 Then are you entertaind, and deskt up by 
Our Ladies Psalter and the Rosary. 1670 Lassels Voy. 
Italy II, 264, I .. saw many curious relicks desked up in 
the side of the wall. 

3. To desk it : to work at a desk, do clerical 
work, nonce-use. 

1846 J. Mackintosh Let. in Mem. (1854) 109, I have been 
busy, sometimes desking it 23 to 15 hours per diem. 

Deskater, obs. form of Disscatter v. 
Deskeletonize : see De- II. 1 . 

Deskever, obs. form of Discover v. 

Deskful (de*skful). [f. Desk sb. + -eul.] As 
much as a desk will contain. 

1877 Besant & Rice Harp <§• Cr. ix. 67 The.. letters.. 
There was not a word of love in a deskful of them. 1894 H. 
Taylor in Amer. Ann. Deaf Ayr. xij The teacher finds 
he can get along better without a deskful of switches. 
Deslavee, -a v 6 , var. forms of Delavy a. 

4 Deslay, obs. form of Delay v. [So OF. 
desleer for deleer . ] 

2393 Gower Conf. II. 60 For I may say. .That idel man 
have I be nought, For how as ever that I be deslaied, Yet 
evermore I have assaied. Ibid. 215 Every joy him is 
deslaied. 

Besma (de*sma). Biol. PL desmata, desmas. 
[a. Gr. 5 tafia (pi. -ara) bond, fetter, head-band, f. 
de-eiv to bind.] 

1. A bandage ; a ligament. 

2857 in Dunglison. 1883 in Syd. Soc. Lex. 

2. A kind of spicule which unites with others 
to form the skeletal network in a particular group 
of sponges. 

1887 Sollas in Encycl. Brit. XXII. 418/2 (Sponges) In 
the Lithistid sponges a skeleton is produced by the articula- 
tion of desmas into a network. 


Desmacliyme (de-smakoim). Biol. [f. Desma 
+ Chyme (Gr. yytxbs animal or vegetable juice, 
liquid).] A suggested name (now aban- 
doned) for the connective tissue of sponges, formed 
of desmacytes. Hence Besmachymatous (-ki*- 
matas) a ., of, pertaining to, or of the nature of 
desmachyme. 

2887 Sollas in Encycl. Brit. XXII. 422/1 A layer of thickly 
felted desmacliyme. Ibid. 420/2 A desmachymatous sheath 
surrounds the whole. 

Desmaeyte (de'smasoit). Biol, [f, Desma + 
-cyte cell.] A name suggested for one of the 
fusiform cells of connective tissue in sponges. Now 
called Ino-cyte. 

1887 Sollas in Encycl. Brit. XXII. 419/2 Connective- 
tissue cells or desmacytes are present on most sponges ; they 
are usually long fusiform bodies consisting of a clear colour- 
less. .sheath, surrounding a highly refringent axial fibre. 

I! Des m an (de*sman). Zool. [In Fr. and Ger. 
desman . , from Sw. des?nan-r&tta musk-rat, f. desman 
(Da. desmer , Icel. des-) musk.] An aquatic in- 
sectivorous mammal, of the genus Myogale , nearly 
allied to the shrew-mouse, but larger ; esp. M. mos- 
chata , the musk-shrew or musk-rat, which inhabits 
the rivers of Russia, chiefly the Volga and Don, 
and secretes a sort of musk. Another species 
pyrenaica ) is found in parts of the Pyrenees. 

1774 Goldsm. Nat. Hist. (2862)!. vi. i. 454 The Desman. . 
has a long extended snout, like the shrew-mouse. 1861 
Hulme tr. Moquin-Tandon n. m. ii. no_The tail of the 
Desman of Muscovy, or Musk Rat of Russia, .is sought for 
as a perfume. It owes its odour to a substance which is 
secreted by two small follicular glands placed at its base. 

Desmid (de*smid). Bot. [ad. Bot. L. Desmi- 
dium (generic name), f* Gr. type *decrjj.ifiiov, dim. 
of berrfxbs band, chain.] A plant of the genus 
JDesmidiuniy or order Desmidiacex of microscopic 
unicellular algae ; so called because sometimes 
found united in chains. 

2862 Dana Man. Geol. 271 Desmids..are microscopic 
plants, consisting of one or a few cells. 2867 E. Nares 
(title), Handy Book to the Collection and Preparation of 
Freshwater and Marine Algae, Desmids, etc. 1871 Farrar 
Witn. Hist. i. 34 Look through the microscope, .at some 
desmid gleaming like an animated opal with living irides- 
cence. 

Hence Desmidia'ceons a., of the N.O. Desmi- 
diacex, containing the desmids ; Besmi-di.au a ., 
of the desmids ; sb. a desmid ; DesmidioTogy, 
the scientific study of desmids ; Besmidiologist, 
one who pursues this study. 

Desmine (de*smin). Min. Also desmin. [f. 
Gr. 5 id ixi] bundle + -ine.] A synonym of Stilbite, 
a zeolitic mineral occurring in tufts or bundles of 
crystals. 

2811 Pinkerton Petral . II. 14 A substance in silky tufts, 
which he calls desmine, 2814 Allan Min. Nomen . 16. 2844 
Dana Min. 328. 

Besmo- (de'siru?), combining form of Gr. becr/xos 
bond, fastening, chain, ligature, an element in 
scientific words of Greek derivation. Desmo brya 
pi. [Gr. fipvov ; see Bryology], name for a group 
of ferns: hence Besmo-bryoid a., belonging to 
or resembling the Desmobrya. Be*smodont a. 
and sb. [Gr. oSovt- tooth], belonging to, or one 
of, the Des?nodonta, a group of bivalve mol- 
luscs. Besmo-gnatlious a. [Gr. 7 vados jaw], 
having the type of palatal structure shown in the 
DesmognatliXy a group of birds in Huxley’s classi- 
fication, in which the maxillopalatine bones are 
united across the median line ; so Besmo-gaa- 
tMsm, this type of palatal structure. Besmogra- 
phy Anat.y ' a description of the ligaments of the 
body 9 (Craig 1847). Desmology, ‘the anatomy 
of the ligaments of the body; also, a treatise on 
bandages’ {Syd. Soc. Lex.). Desmonosology 
[Gr. v 6 (ro$ disease], ' the description of the diseases 
of the ligaments \ DesmopathoTogy, * the doc- 
trine of diseases of ligaments V Besmo-pathy, 
'disease of the ligaments’ (Dunglison 1857). 
DesmopeTmous a. [Gr. 'ir&Xfxa sole of the foot], 
Omith. having the plantar tendons connected, as 
some birds, so that the hind toe cannot be moved 
independently of the front toes. Besmo* stichaus 
(-kss), a. [Gr. (rn'xos row, line], belonging to or 
having the characters of the Dcsmostichay a group 
of echinoids or sea-urchins having the ambulacra 
equal and band-like. Besmotomy [Gr. - rojiia 
cutting], the dissection of ligaments (Dunglison 

1857). 

1854-67 Harris Diet. Med. Terminol. , Desmology , a 
treatise on the ligaments. 1875 Parker in Encycl. Brit. 
III. 7 1 1/2 (.Birds) The desmognathous type of skull. . Ibid. 
712/1 It is possible to make several important divisions in 
the kind and degree of desmognathism. 

Desmoid (de*smoid), a. [f. Gr. Mafias band, 
ligament, etc. and Sefffxrj bundle + -old.] Resem- 
bling a bundle, a. Path. Applied to the tissue of 
certain tumours which contain numerous fibres 


closely interwoven or arranged in bundles, b. 
Zool. and Anat. Ligamentous; tendinous. 

2847 South tr.Chelius' Surg. II. 712 Desmoid, sarcomatous, 
steatomatous, chondroid and fibroid swellings, have been 
classed together as fibrous tumours. 2876 tr. Wagner's Gen. 
Pathol. 271 The fibrin-like appearance ot this desmoid tissue. 

Be'smous, a. rare ~ [f. as prec. + -ous.] 

Ligamentous. 1883 in Syd. Soc. Lex . 

II BesO'bHgea&t. Obs. [ad. F. disobligeante 
in same sense, fem. (sc. voiiure carriage) of des- 
obligeant disobliging.] ‘ A chaise so called in 
France from its holding but one person.’ {Note to 
Sterne, in ed. 1794.) Cf. sulky. 

2768 Sterne Sent. Journ. (1778) L zogDesobligeant) An 
old Desobligeant. .hit my fancy at first sight, so 1 instantly 
got into it. 2770 f Adams Diary 12 July Wks, 1850 II. 
246 Got into my desobligeant to go home. 

Desoeialize, -ation: see De- II. i. 

|| BesCBUVre (ckzo-vr^), a . [Fr.] Out of work, 
unemployed, unoccupied ; languidly idle. So 
B^soettvrement, lack of occupation. 

1750 Chesterf. Lett. 22 Jan. (2774) I. clxxxi. 541 If., 
some charitable people , . being desceuvrl theniselves, came 
and spoke to me. 1794 Miss Gunning Packet IV. 258 In 
a tone perfectly desceuvre. .calling her a fine old quiz. 1839 
Longf. in Life _ (1891) I. 348 Drowsy, dull, desceuvri , not 
having a book in press. 

2828 Eng. in France II. 41 (Stanf.) The Baronne looked 
for a friend . . for descetmrement , for amusement, not excite- 
ment.^ 2849 Longf. in Life (2891) II. 154, I have nothing 
to write you, and write, .from mere desceuvremeni. 

Desolate (de’s^Dt), ppl. a. {sb.) Also 4 deso- 
laat, 4-5 disolat, dissolate, 4-6 desolat. [ad. L. 
desolat-us left alone, forsaken, deserted, pa. pple. of 
desoldre to leave alone, desert, f. De- I. 3 4 scldre 
to make lonely, solus alone, lonely. The earliest 
uses were more or less participial.] 

J 1 A. as pa. pple . Brought to desolation, laid 
waste; see Desolate v. 

1382 Wyclif Luke xi. 27 Euery rewme departide a3ens it 
silf, schal be clesolat (desolabitur). — Wisd. iv. 19 Vnto 
the he3est the! shul ben desolat [ desolabuntur ]. 

33 . adj. 1 . Left alone, without companion, soli- 
tary, lonely. 

c 1386 Chaucer Merck. T. 77 He which hath no wif. . 
lyveth helples, and is al desolate, c 1450 Merlin 596 Many 
a gentill lady be lefte wedowe, and many a gentill mavden 
dysolat. 1548 Hall Ckron.^ 202 b, Leavyng the erle of 
Pembroke almoste desolate in the toune. 2657 Cokaine 
Obstinate Lady v. iv, I should live a desolater life Than 
e’er the strictest anchorite hath done, i860 Tyndall Glac. 
1. xi. 85 A position more desolate than his had been can 
hardly be imagined. 2863 Geo ; Eliot Romola in. xii, No 
soul is desolate as long as there is a human being for whom 
it can feel trust and reverence. 

42 . Destitute or deprived o/ y lacking. Rarely 
with inf. : Without means, quite unable to. Obs. 

c 1386 Chaucer Man of Law's T. 838 So yong, and of 
armure so desolate, c 1430 Lydg. Bockas xi. i. (2554) 144 b, 
John Bochas. .dissolate To determine such heauenly-hid 
secrees. 1535 CoverdaLe Ruth i. 5 The woman remayned 
desolate of both hir sonnes. 1544 Phaer Regim. Lyfe (1560) 
Qiijb, The tender babes are oftentymes affected, and de- 
solate of remedy. 1632 Lithgow Trav. x. 500 By dissolute 
courses, .leave themselves deservingly desolate, of Lands, 
Meanes, and Honesty. 1720 De Foe_ Ca.pt. Singleton viii. 
(2840) 235 The place, .was desolate of inhabitants. 

4 3 . Left without a king ; kingless. Obs. 

1375 Barbour Bruce 1. 40 The land vj 3er..Lay desolat 
eftyrhysday, 1393 Gowf.r Conf. I. 248 Thelordes. .wolden 
save The regne, which was desolate, 

4 . Destitute of inhabitants ; uninhabited, unpeo- 
pled, deserted. 

(This sense and 5 are often combined in actual use.) 

C1374 Chaucer A net 4 r Arc. 62 So desolate stode Thebes 
and so bare, c 1450 Lydg. Compl. Lover es Lyfe 267 He 
thus lay on the grouride in place desolate. 2555 Eden 
Decades 42 Many Ilandes very fruitefull yet lefte desolate. 
2634 Sir T. Herbert Trav. 238 He allured out of Babilon 
sixe hundred thousand soules, so that the late triumphant 
Citie became halfe desolate. 1735 Berkeley Querist § 418 
Roads untrodden, ^fields untilied, houses desolate. 1887 
Bowen Virg. AEncid iv. 58S Desolate shores and abandoned 
ports. 

5 . Having the characteristics of a place deserted 
or uninhabited: a. in ruinous state or neglected 
condition, laid waste; b. without sign of life, 
bare of trees or herbage, barren ; C. dreary, dismal, 
cheerless. 

1423 Pilgr. Sowle in. i. (Caxton 1483) 49 A derker place, 
the moost wretchyd and desolate that euer men come ynne. 
1559 W. Cunningham Cosmogr. Glasse 195 Ninivie, a great 
Citie, but nowe desolate. 1655 H. Vaughan Silex Scint. 1. 
Will thy secret key Open my desolate rooms. 1779 
ewton in R. Palmer Bk. of Praise 86 This land through 
which His pilgrims go Is desolate and dry. ^ 2838 Dickens 
Nick. Nick, ii. No man thinks of walking in this desolate 
place. 2847 JaMes Convict ii. There was a cheerless, deso- 
late sound about it. 

4 d. Of the head : Bare of hair, bald. Obs. 
c 1500 Lancelot 366 It semyth that of al his hed ye hore 
Of fallith and maid desolat. 

6. Destitute of joy or comfort, like one bereft of 
friends or relatives ; forlorn, disconsolate ; over- 
whelmed with grief and misery, wretched. 

24 .. Why I can't be a Nun 96 in E. E. P. (1862) 240 For 
now I am alle desolate, And of gode cownesayle destitute 
c 1477 Caxton Jason 45 b, Gyue confort to a desolate hert. 
2598 Yong Diana 73 Yet did Arsenius ..leade the most 
sorrowfull and desolate life. 2653 H. Cogan tr. Pinto's 
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Trav. xn. 36 Having heard what this desolate Queen said 
openly unto him. 1738 Wesley Ps. $ Hymns cxxxvii. 5 
O England’s desolate Church. 185a Mrs, Stowe Uncle 
Tom's C . ix. 67, I must feed the hungry, clothe the naked, 
and comfort the desolate. 1857 H. Reed Lee i. Eng. Poets 
II. xiii. 129 That desolate craving after the departed. 

f 7 . Destitute of good quality, evil, abandoned. 
(Sometimes app. confounded with dissolute.) Obs. 

c 1386 Chaucer Pard. T. 270 A comun hasardour . . ever 
the heyer he is of astaat The more is he holden desolaat. 
1579 Tomson Calvins Serm. Tim. 82/2 Nor glutton, nor 
thefe, nor man of wicked and desolate life. 1782 ? Vaughan 
Fashionable Pollies I. 153 Unhappy men of desolate and 
abandoned principles. 

8 . Comb., as desolate-looking adj. 

1833 L. Ritchie Wand. Loire 78 The lonely and desolate- 
looking wanderer. 1872 J enkinson Guide Eng. Lakes (1879) 
154 The barren and desolate-looking valley, .in front, 

B. absol. or sb. A desolate place or person. 
a 1400-50 Alexander 4354 Duells here in disolatis, in 
dennes & in cauys. 1610 G. Fletcher Christ's Viet. [R.>, 
A poor desolate, That now had measured many a weary 
mile. 1795 Southey Joan of A rc vu 433 Travelling the 
trackless desolate. 

Desolate (de’stHdt), v. [f. prec., after L. desd- 
liire , F. ddsoler in same sense. 

Wyclif has only the pa. pple. desolat (see prec.), and 
desolatid, immediately f. L. desdlat-ns ; by the help of these 
a passive voice was formed; the active to desolate (though 
implied in the pa. pple. desolated) does not occur tilf much 
later ; even in Palsgrave 1530, it is only a dictionary 
equivalent of F. dlsoler, without example.] 

1 . tram. To deprive of inhabitants, depopulate. 

(This sense and 2 are often combined in use.) 

1382 Wyclif Ezek. xii. 19 That the ioond be desolatid 
[, desoletur ] fro his multitude. 1530 Palsgr. 514/1, I deso- 
late ... I make a countrey unhabyted, Je desole. 1601 R. 
Johnson Kingd. Commit}. (1603) 114 [Tarentum] is now 
by their civill dissentions almost desolated. 1791 Cowper 
Iliad v. 582 And desolate at once your populous Troy. 1875 
Lyell Princ.Geol II. 11. xxix. 140 As if the city had been 
desolated by the plague. 

2 . To devastate, lay waste ; to make bare, barren, 
or unfit for habitation. 

1388 Wyclif Matt. xii. 25 Eche kingdom departid a^ens 
it silf, schal be desolatid [desolabitur]. _ 1585 T. Wash- 
ington tr. Nicholas's Voy. in. ii. 71b, His countrie being 
desolated. 1606 G. W[oodcocke] tr. Hist. Justine 104 a, 
All his fortunes being desolated and as it were melted from 
him. 1719 De Foe Crusoe it. v. (1840) 106 Would quite 
desolate the island, and starve them. 1796 H. Hunter tr. 
St. Pierre's Stud. Nat. (1799) III. 441 The revolutions of 
Nature which had desolated France. 1868 J. H. Blunt 
Ref. Ch . Eng. I. 299 To desolate the houses, .of the monks 
and nuns by such plunder. 

absol. 1705 Southey Joan of Arc 1. 177 Thy bitter foes 
Rush o’er the land, and desolate, and kill. 

3 . To leave alone, forsake, abandon ; to make 
desolate, deprive of companions or friends. 

1530 Palsgr. 514/1 , 1 desolate, I forsake one and leave hym 
comfortlesse. . Je desole. 1605 Bacon Adv. Learn, it. xxiii. 

§ 17 (1873) 231 He did desolate him, and won from him his 
dependances [z. e. adherents]. 1809 [see Desolated ppl. a.]. 

1 4 . To turn out of \ so as to leave without habita- 
tion. Obs. 

1593 Nashe Christ's T. (1613) 41 A Tabernacle, .which, he 
shall not be vndermined and desolated out of. 

5 . To make joyless and comfortless; to over- 
whelm with grief ; to render wretched. 

1530 [see 3]. 1535 Coverdale Dan. ix. 18 Beholde how 
we be desolated. 1653 H. Cog an tr, Pinto's Trav . Ixxii. 
292 Altogether desolated as he was in this last affliction. 
1887 Spectator 3 Sept. 1x76 Buoyed up by constantly re- 
newed hope or desolated by continuous despair. 

Desolated (de*s£ldted \$pl. a. [f. prec. + -ed.] 
Made or left desolate ; see prec. 

1580 Sidney Ps. xxn. xii, Save.. My desolated life from 
dogged might, a 1700 Dryden Ovid's Metam. 1, (R.), Tell 
how we may, .people desolated earth. 1703 J. Williams 
Mem. W. Hastings 41 , 1 am a stranger to the private man- 
ners of this desolated gentleman. 1806 J. Forbes Lett. 
France II. 64 The entangled walks of the desolated gar- 
dens. 1809 Campbell Gertr. Wyoni. 1. xvii, In vain the 
desolated panther flies. 1818 Byron Ch. Har. iv. xxi, 
Bare and desolated bosoms. 

Desolately (de*sJld;li), adv. [f. Desolate#. 
+ -ly -.] In a desolate manner ; solitarily, by 
oneself (obs.) ; drearily, dismally, cheerlessly. 

1548 Hall Citron. 218 b, That kyng Henry her husband, 
was desolately left post a lone, a 1699 Bates Wks. IV. 
Serm. iv. (R.), Nehemiah. .all the pleasures of the Persian 
court could not satisfy, whilst Jerusalem was desolately 
miserable. 1831: Q. Rev. Jan. in Byron's Wks. (1846) 470/2 
note, There is . . nothing more mournfully and desolately 
beautiful, a 1851 Mont Poems, Des. Churchyard vii, The 
wind amid the hemlock-stalks Would desolately sing, 
fb. Abandonedly, dissolutely. Obs , 

1608 J, King Serm. 5 Nov. 17 The most abominably, 
desolately, deperditely wicked of all others. 

De’solateness. [f. as prec. + -ness.] The 
state or quality of being desolate; desertedness, 
dismal barrenness ; cheerlessness, dreary misery. 

a 1626 Bacon Wks. VI. 38 (L.) In so great discomfort it 
hath pleased God some ways to regard my desolateness. 
1639 Baker in Spurgeon Treas. Dav. Ps. cxliii. 5 A comfort 
to the desolateness of my heart. 1668 H. More Div. Dial. 
11. xv. (1713) 135 The forlornness and desolateness of that 
forsaken Habitacle, the Body of a natural Fool. 1818 
Shelley Rev. Islam v. xx viii, The swift fall Of one so great 
and terrible of yore. To desolateness. 1863 Geo, Eliot 
Romo la n. xxx, He had so weary a sense of his desolate- 
ness. 1877 H. A. Pack De Quincey II. xix. 249 To face 
the desolateness of Wales. 


! Desolater: see Desolator. 

Desolating (de-s^kkirj), vbl. sb. [f. Desolate 
v. +■ -iNo 1.] The action of the verb Desolate^ 
1591 Percivall Sp. Did ., Ermadura, wasting, desolating. 
1722 De Foe Plague iRtlclg. 1884) 29 A mere desolating of 
some of the Streets. 

Be*solatimg ; ppl. a. [f. as prec. + -ing 2 .] 
That desolates (in various senses ; see the verb). 

1625 R. Skynner in Ussher's Lett, a 686; 361 The deso- 
lating Abomination. 1794 Mathias Purs. Lit. (1798) 429 
Desolating tyranny. 1813 Byron Br. Abydos 11. xvii, 
Whose' desolating tale Would make thy waning cheek 
more pale, 1853 Trench Proverbs 124 The desolating 
curse of Mohammedan domination. 

Desolation (desnl^'Jbn). [a. F. desolation 
(rath c. in Hatzf.), or ad. L. desolation-em, n. of 
action from desoldre to Desolate.] The action of 
desolating ; the condition of being left desolate. 

1 . The action of laying waste a land, etc., de- 
stroying its people, crops, and buildings, and 
making it unfit for habitation ; utter devastation ; 
an act or occasion of this kind. Also personified. 

1382 Wyclif 2 Chron. xxxvi. 21 Alle the days of desola- 
cioun he dide saboth. c 2400 A pal. Loll. 58 What more 
abhominacoun of desolacoun in holi place |>an fiat a swyn 
do vpon )? e holy vestiment. 1526 Tindale Mark xiil 13 
When ye se the abominacion that betokeneth desolacion 
[Wyclif of discomfort], 1599 Shaks. //*#. V, m. iil x8 All 
fell feats, Enlynckt to wast and desolation. 1722 W ollaston 
Relig. Nat. ix. 201 Wars and all those barbarous desolations 
which we read of, 1774 Pennant Tour Scott, in 1772, 58 
The general desolation of the place by the Danes. 1814 
Byron Lara 11. x, And Desolation reap’d the famish’d 
land. 1821 — Two Foscari 1. i, I have follow’d long Thy 
path of desolation, 

fig. 1893 Chicago Advance 30 Nov., The financial panic 
. . the desolations of which are by no means yet overpast. 

2 . The condition of a place which by hostile 
ravaging or by natural character is unfit for habita- 
tion ; waste or ruined state ; dreary barrenness. 

c 1430 Lydg. Min. Poems (1840) 144 (Matz.) In a dirk 
prisoun of desolacioun. 1490 Caxton Eneydos i. 14 Now 
was that pyetous cyte alle brent and putte in desolacyon 
suffretous. 1632 Lithgow Trav, vu, 318 Least he impede 
. . the course of Nylus . . and so bring Egypt to desolation. 
1667 Milton P. L. I. i8r Von dreary Plain, forlorn and 
wilde, The seat of desolation. 1791 Mrs. Radcliffb 
Forest i, Such elegance . . contrasted with the desolation of 
the house. 1856 Stanley^ Sinai 4- Pal. i. 16 The general 
character . . of the mountains of Sinai, is entire desolation. 
If the mountains are naked Alps, the valleys are dry rivers. 

b. A thing or place in this condition ; a desolate 
place ; a dreary waste or ruin. 

x6n Bible Jer. xxii. 5 This house shall become a desola- 
tion. 1856 Emerson Eng. Traits, Aristocracy Wks. (Bohn) 
II. 76 Many of the halls . . are beautiful desolations. 

3 . Deprivation of companionship ; the condition 
or sense of being forsaken ; solitariness, loneliness. 

1588 Shaks. L. L. L. v. ii, 357 You haue liu’d in desola- 
tion heere, Vnseene, vnuistted. 1628 Wither Brit. Rememb. 
viii. 1046 Loathsome desolation, In stead of company. 1818 
Shelley Rev. Islam x. xliii. As near one lover's tomb Two 
gentle sisters mourn their desolation. 1871 R. Ellis Ca- 
tullus Ixiv. 57 Sand-engirded, alone, then first she knew 
desolation. ’ 

4 . Deprivation of comfort or joy ; dreary sorrow ; 
grief. 

1382 Wyclif Ezek. xii. 19 Thei schulen drynke her watir 
in desolacioun. c X477 Caxton Jason 22 b, I am cause of 
alle jhe desolation of Oliferne. 1600 Shaks. A. Y. L. 
ill. ii. 400 Euerie thing about you, demonstrating a care- 
lesse desolation. 1752 Warburton Lett. (1809) 118 Poor 
Foster, .is overwhelmed with desolation for the loss of his 
master. X759 Robertson Hist. Scott. I. vi. 480 Desolation 
and astonishment appeared in every part of the Scottish 
Giurch. 187% Morley Voltaire (1886) 274 Tim hopeless 
inner desolation which is the unbroken lot of myriads. 

5 . That which makes desolate, rare. 

1608 Yorksh . Trag. 1. ix, Ruinous man ! The desolation 
of his house. 

t De’solative, a. Obs. rare. [f. L. desolat-, 
ppl. stem : see -ive.] Having the quality or ten- 
dency of desolating. 

1593 Nashe Christ’s T. (1613) 54 The full blast of this 
desolatiue-trumpet of Jerusalem. 

Desolator, -er (de-s#ldt3i). [a. L. desolator , 
agent-n. from desoldre to Desolate : see -er L 
Cf. F. disolateur (1516 in Hatzf.).] One who or 
that which makes desolate, 
a 1638 Mede On Daniel 44 (T.) A desolater, or maker of 
desolations. 1786 Hist. Europe in Ann. Reg, 129/3 The 
plunderers of mankind, the desolators of provinces. 18x4 
Byron Ode to Napoleon v, The Desolator desolate 1 The 
Victor overthrown ! 1894 Edna Lyall To Right the Wrong 
1 . 43 War is the desolater. 

t De'solatory, a. Ob;, rare. [ad. L. desold- 
tori-us that makes lonely or desolate, f. desolator: 
see -oby.] Characterized by causing desolation ; 
= Desolative. 

1606 Bp. Andrewes Serm. 5 Nov., 96 Serm. (1629) 894 
This so abominable and desolatorie a plott. 1641 Bp. Hall 
Rem. 55 These desolatory judgments are a notable improve- 
ment of his mercy, a 1656 — Revel. Unrev. (R.) This deso- 
latory abomination. 

Desolute, Desolve : see Diss-. 
De:SOplii*sticate, v. [f. De- II. i.] trans. To 
free from sophistication, clear from sophism. Hence 
Desopm-sticating- ppl a., DesopMstica'tion. 
1827 Hare Guesses (1859) 143 Selden . . in sound, sterling, 


desopbisticating sense was far superior to him [Hobbes]. 
1834 Tail's Mag. I. 488 The mass of the French nation lias 
. . achieved desophistication of manners. . 

Desordeine, -ordeynee, var. Disordetne a. 
Besoxalic (des^kssedik), a. them. [ad. F. 
disoxalique : see Des- and Oxalic.] Foimed by 
the deoxidation of oxalic acid. Desoxalic acid \ 
a synonym of racemo-carbonic acid, C 5 H 6 0 8 . 
Hence Deso'xalat©, a salt of this acid, a racemo- 
carbonate. 

a z 863 Watts Did. Chem. V. 40 Probably formed by the 
deoxidation of oxalic acid, whence the name desoxalic acid. 

Desoxy-. Chem . [f. as prec. + Oxy- combining 
form of oxygen.] Without oxygen, deoxidated; 
as in Desoxy-amisoin, Desoxy-be'nzom, Des- 
oxy-gluta*ric acid, etc. 

1882 Athenaeum 16 Dec. 818/2 The desoxy benzoin of phe- 
nanthrene. 

t Desoxyda-bion. Obs. [Fr. : see Des-.] 
= Deoxidation. 

1799 Med. Jrnl. I. 200 Pelletier . . passed over the desoxy- 
dation of that metal by tin. 

Despair (despe^u), sb. Forms: see the verb. 
[ME. des-, dis-peir, -pair, a. OF. *despeir, despair , 
vbl. sb. from desperer (tonic stem despair despoil-), 
Cf. also F. dhespoir (12th c.) whence Deskspeir.] 

1 . The action or condition of despairing or losing 
hope ; a state of mind in which there is entire want 
of hope ; hopelessness. 

c 1323 Metr. Horn. 170 No man in dyspayr thar [=need] 
be.. If they wyll call on oure Lauedy, ^1385 Chaucer 
L. G. W. 2557 Phyllis, She for dispeyr [re r?\ chs-, dyspayre] 
fordede hyre self, alias ! c 1386 — Pars. T. F 619 Now cctnep 
wanhope is despair [v.rr. dis-, despeir e, dispeyr] of }>e 
mercy of god. c 1480 Caxton Sonnes of Aymon xvi. 370 He 
say th it like a man that is in dyspeyre. X503-4 A ct 19 Hen. 
VII, c. 28 Pream., The seid sueters . , were . . in dispayre of 
expedicion of ther suetes. 1585 T. Washington tr. Nicho* 
lay's Voy. 1 xix. 23 Seeing theyre matters too be in despaire 
of succour, and not able to holde out any longer. 1667 
Milton P. L. 1. 191 What reinforcement we may gain from 
Hope, If not what resolution from despare. 1690 Locke Hum. 
Und. 11. xx. (16951 122 Despair is the thought of the unat- 
tainableness of any Good. 1726 Adv. Capt. R. Boyle 256 
This . . drove me almost to Despair, and I lost all Hopes of 
ever procuring my Liberty. 1769 Junius Lett. xii. 48 , 1 give 
up the cause in despair. 1843 Prescott Mexico vi, viii. 
(1864)400 Some .. gathering strength from despair, main, 
tained . . a desperate fight. 1847 Tennyson Princ. iv. 444 
It becomes no man to nurse despair, 1887 Bowen Virg. 
JEneid 11. 298 Wails of despair broke over the town, 
b. Rarely in plural. 

1560 A. L. tr. Calvin s Fonre Serm. ii, Our spirit is wrapped 
in many dispaires. 16x3 Shaks. Hen. VIII , 11. ii. 29 Feares, 
and despaires, and all these for his Marriage. J655 Fuller 
Ch. Hist. ix. vi. § 40 Their hopes were . . turned into de- 
spairs. 

C. personified. 

a x6xo Mirr. Mag. 66 (R.), I am (quoth she) thy friend 
Despaire. 1667 Milton P, L. xi. 489 Despair Tended the 
sick busiest from Couch to Couch. 1781 Cowter Hope 58 
Hollow-eyed Abstinence, and lean Despair. 1821 Shelley 
Prometh. Unb. 1. 576 Till Despair smothers The struggling 
world, which slaves and tyrants win. 

2 . transf That which causes despair, or about 
which there is no hope. 

1605 Shaks. Mach. iv. iii. 152 Strangely-visited people, All 
swolne and Vlcerous . . The meere despaire of Surgery, he 
cures. x8zx Shelley Hellas Pref., Those faultless produc- 
tions, whose very fragments are the despair of modern 
art. 1876 E. Mellor Priestk. viii. 390 If the adult popu- 
lation are the despair of the priests, the children are their 
hope. 

% 3 . Used by Wyclif app. for: False or mistaken 
hope. ( Cf. Despair v. 4.) 

c 1380 Wyclif Serm. Sel. Wks. I. 42 Eche man shal hope 
for to come to blisse ; and if he lyve febly and make bis 
hope fals, himsilf is cause whi his hope is suche. Ffor pi® 
fals hope, J>at sum men do clepen dispeir, shulde have 
anoj?ir qualite. 

f 4 . Without any dispayre : a metrical tag, mean- 
ing apparently 1 without doubt, without fail, cer- 
tainly, iwis * : perhaps an alteration of 1 without 
diswere , disware \ of earlier use. 

c 1470 Harding Chron. exxx. 1, Which© Henry was erle 
notified OfHuntyngdon without any dispayre. Ibid.cxxx iv. 
ivJLsabell the fayre His doughter was without any dispayre. 

Despair tdespewi), V. Forms: 4-6 des-, dis-, 
dys-, -peir(e, -peyr(e, -payr(e, dispar(e, -pair©, 
5 disspare, -pair©, dyspere, despeyer, 5-7 des- 
pere, -par©, -pair©, -payr, 5-8 dispair, 6 dys- 
payer, 4 - despair. [ME. des-, dis-peiren, -payren, 
a. OF. despeir, stressed stem-form of desperer:— 
L. desperdre to despair, f. De- 1.6 + sperdre to hope. 
(Displaced in F. by dis-espirer , a Romanic compoun d 
of espirer to hope : so Pr, and Sp. desespemr.)] 

1 . intr. To lose or give up hope ; to be without 
hope. Const, of (with indirect passive to be de- 
spaired of ) ; rarely f in (obs,), to with inf. 

a 1340 Hampole Psalter cxviil 156 Of synful men peryss 
nane thare [ ss need] dispayre.' . 138a W yclif 2 Cor, ii. 7 Lest 
perauenture he that is such maner man . . dispeire. c 1400 
Apol. Loll. 90 pat he despering in J>e mercy of God, trust 
in pe dohis of men, 1530 Palsgr. 514/x, I despayre, I am 
in wan hope^yk despere. 1552 Latimer Serm. in Lincoln 
v, 103 Phisicions had dispeired of that woman, it passed 
theyr. cunning to helpe her, ' 1588 A. King tr. Canisrns* 
Catechu Confess. 3 To dispaire in Code .his mercy. x6o6 
Earl Northampton in True <$• Perfect Relat. Hh tvb. Hi 


DESPAXBABLE. 

dispayred in Gods protection. 2651 Hobbes Leviath. m. 
xl. 255 Despairing of the justice of the sons of Samuel, they 
would have a King. 1680 Burnet Rochester 13 He almost 
dispaired to recover it. 1709 Steele Tatler No. 159 p 6 
As long as you hope, I will not despair. 1718 Lady M. W. 
Montagu Lett {1887} I. 241 His life was despaired of. 
1770 Lanchorne Plutarch 11879) 1. 117/1 Tarquin, despair- 
ing to reascend the throne by stratagem, applied (etc.]. 
1838 Thirlwall Greece IV, 81 He did not despair of being 
able to find excuses. 1856 Emerson Eng. 'Traits, Times 
Wks. (Bohn) II. 117 When Cobden had begun to despair, 
it announced his triumph. 

'f'b. reft, in same sense. "Ohs. 

£•1386 Chaucer Merck. T, 425 Dispaire yow nought. 

Pars. T. P 624 He that despeireth hym, is lyke the coward 
campioun recreant. 1483 Caxton Cato F vj b, Thou ought- 
est not to dyspeyre the. 1491 — Vitas Pair. (W. de W. 
1495) 11. 242 b/2 He wolde dyspere hymselfe. 1502 Orel. 
Crysten Men (W. de W. 1506) u. x. 116 Suche lecherous 
people dyspeyre them whan y ! houre cometh of theyr de- 
partynge. 

f c. To be despaired^ in same sense: see De- 
spaired ppl. a. 1. Ohs. 

1 2 . trans. To deprive of hope, cast into despair. 
Obs.rare . 

*393 Langl. P . PL C, x. 38 That no deuel shal gow dere 
ne despeir in 3oure deyinge. a 1593 Sir R. Williams A! ctions 
Low C. 30 (T.) Having no hope to despair the governour 
to deliver it [the fort] into their enemies’ hands. <*1618 
Raleigh Dialogue , To despaire all his faithfull subjects. 

1 3 . trans. To cease to hope for, to be without 
hope of: ** despair of in. 1. Obs. or arch. 

c 1485 Digby Myst. (1882) v. 467 Thei that despeyer mercy 
haue grett conpunccion. 1397 J* King On Jonas \ 1618) 
597 Rotten members, whose cure is despaired. 1603 Shaks. 
Macb. v. viii. 13, Macbeth. I beare a charmed Life. .Mac- 
duff. Dispaire thy Charme. 1667 Milton P. L. i. 660 Peace 
is despaird, For who can think Submission? 1706 Watts 
Horse Lyr. in. 269 How are his curtains drawn For a long 
evening that despairs the dawn ! 5732 Ld. Lansdowni; Ess. 
Unnat. Flights (!'.), Love, despairing in her heart a place, 
Would needs take up his lodging in her face. 1773 Hist. 
Ld. Ainsworth I. 31, I had almost begun to despair ever 
meeting her again. 

114 . Used by Wyclif app. in sense: To hope 
amiss, to indulge false or mistaken hope. (Cf. prec. 
sb. 3.) 

<71380 Wyc up Wks. (1 88.:) 339 He . . is folily disceyued in 
hise bileue and in hope, and pus he dispeyrep. 

t Bespai’rabie, a. Obs. [ad. L. desperdbilis 
to be despaired of, desperate, OF. desperable ; 
assimilated to Despair v.] To be despaired of ; 
desperate. 

1382 Wyclif Jer. xv. x8 Whi mad isjnysorewe perpetuel, 
ana my wounde despeirable [1388 dispeirid] forsoc to be 
cured? 2612 Cotgr., Desesperable , despaireable, vnhope- 
full. 3:633 T, James Voy. 10 Pieces of Ice ..put vs into 
despayrable distresse. 

Despaired (despe»ud), ppl. a. [f. Despair v., 
corresp. in use to OF. despere, desesperg, L. despe- 
rates : see Desperate.] 

f 1 . In despair, despairing, desperate. To be 
despaired to be desperate or in despair, to be with- 
out hope, to despair. (Frequent 14-1 6th c.). Obs. 

c 1325 E. E. A Hit, P. C. 169 penne b;-speke fce spakest 
dispayred wel nere. c 1386 Chaucer Frankl. T. 215 He 
was despeyred, no thyng dorste he seye. 1483 Caxton Gold. 
Leg. 92/1 The gloryouse vyrgyne Marye whyche is con- 
foorte to dysconforted and hope to dispayred. Ibid. 425 b/2 
To thende that for their synnes..they shold not be de- 
speyred. 1494 Fabyan Chron. 1. xvi. 16 She beynge dy- 
spayred of the recouery of her astate. 1323 Ld. Berners 
Froiss. II. cxllii. [cxxxix.] 397 They shulde haue been so 
sore dyspayred and dyscoraged. a 1372 Knox Hist. Ref. 
Wks. 1846 I. 19 He dyed ..in a phrenesye, and as one 
dispared. 1588 A. King tr. Canisius’ Catech. 27 O in hou 
many things haw I offended . . but 3k I am nocht despered. 

1 2 . Of conditions, circumstances, etc. : Charac- 
terized by absence of hope ; hopeless, desperate. 

1382 Wyclif Micah i. 9 For plage, or wounde, therof is 
dispeirid. 1393 Gower Corf. III. 376 All though the weder 
be despeired. 1483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 204 b/x He toke it 
as all dyspayred and wold haue slayn hym self. 1562 T. 
Norton Calvin's Inst. 1. 9 Men in despaired states are re- 
stored to good hope. 358s J. Bell II addon’s Answ, 
Osor. 488 Relieving the dispeired cause of his distressed 
Church, 

t b. Of persons : Desperate, reckless. Obs. rare. 
1572 Satir. Poems Reform, xxv. 29 These despaired tv. r. 
dispard] birdis of Beliall. 

f 3 . Despaired of ; no longer hoped for ; cf. De- 
spair v. 3 . Obs. 

1397 J. King On Jonas (1618) 284 Two singular and 
almost despaired deliuerances. 2647 Crksuaw Sosp. d'Hero 
liv, Of th’ Hebrew's royal stem, 1 'hat old dry stock — a de- 
spair’d branch is sprung. 2654 Codrington tr .Ivstine 293 
Sometimes, .more certain is a dispaired then a presumed 
Victory. 

4. Despaired of: see Despair v. i. 

1635 A, Stafford Fein. Glory (1860)^ 129 The fruit whereof 
she reaped in her dispair’d of Fertility. 2884 J. H, Stir- 
ling in Mind Oct. 532 Heretofore despaired-of philo- 
sophy. 

Despair er (despe^roi). [f. Despair v. + -er 1 .] 
One who despairs or is without hope. 

2620 J. Pyper tr. Hist. Aslrea 1. n. 28 These great de- 
spairers. 2666 Dryden Ann.. Mirah. coxlti, He cheers the 
fearful . . And makes despairers hope for good success. 
c 1807 H. C. Robinson Let. 7 June in Diary, etc. (1869) I. 
xi. 236 A man of talent, but a political despairer, an ex- 
jacobin. 2867 M. Arnold Poems , Thyrsis vii, Too quick 
despairer, wherefore wilt thou go? 
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Despairful (despe^rful), a. [f. Despair sb. 
+ -eul.] Full of despair ; hopeless, desperate. 
Marked by Johnson as ‘ Obsolete ’ ; revived in 19th c. 

2380 Sidney Arcadia (1622) 72 That sweet, but sowre 
despairefull care. 26x4 Raleigh Hist . World n. 285 That 
despairefull worke, of joining it [Tyre] to the Continent. 
1632 Celestina vi. 67 Peace, thou despairefull fellow, lest 
Calisto kill thee. 2817 J. F. Pennie Royal Minstrel in. 
343 Thus to raise Expectancy in my despairful breast. 1891 
Eng. Illust . Mag. IX. 177 His short, passionate, almost 
despairful cry. 

Hence Despairfolly adv., Despair fulness. 

1604 Babington Comp \ Notes Exod. xvi. Wks. (1622) 258 
To haue men depend vpon his prouidence, .and not 
wretchedly and despairefully to mucker vp what shall 
neuer doe them good. 1883 W. C. Russell Strange Voy. 
I. iii. 32 Thinking despairfully. of the lonely hours. 2888 
Veitch in J. C. Knight Principal Shairp <$* Friends 203 
His despairfulness regarding human reason in the theo- 
logical sphere. 

Despairing (despe^riq), vbl. sb. [f. Despair 
v. + -iNCr L] The action of the verb ; « Despair sb. 

1 37S Barbour Bruce 111. 194 Throw mekill disconforting 
Men fallis off in-to disparyng. 2633 P* F letcher Pise. Eel. 
in. xv. 27 My wants.. me in despairing drown. 2749 Bp. 
Lavington Enihus. Meth. <$- Papists (1820) 23 Derelictions, 
terrors, despairings. 

Despai ring, ppl. a. [f. as prec. + -ing 2.] 
That despairs, or ceases to hope; hopeless, 
desperate. (Of persons, or of actions, condi- 
tions, etc.) 

2592 Shaks. Two Gent. in. i. 247 Hope is a louers staffe, 
walke hence with that, And manage it against despairing 
thoughts. 1697 Dryden Virg, Past. viii. 1 The mournful 
Muse of two despairing Swains. 1728 Freethinker No. 88. 
229 This Despairing Lover stood on the Bank. 1818 Shel- 
ley Rev. Islam 11. xlii, I will pour For the despairing., 
reason’s mighty lore. 1884 J. M. Granville, in Times 17 
Apr., The physician . . gives a despairing opinion. 

Despairingly, adv. [f. prec. -t- -lt 2 .] 

1 . In a despairing manner : hopelessly. 
a 1633 Austin Medit. (1635) 167 Rather prophetically than 
despairingly he [St. Thomas] desired to see them [Christ’s 
wounds]. 1810 Southey Kehaina xvi. xvi. Yielding, with 
an inward groan, to fate, Despairingly. 1881 Miss Braddon 
A spit. II. 5 ‘How can 1 convince you?’., she asked 
despairingly. 

f 2. Hopelessly, desperately. Obs. rare. 

1838 New Monthly Mag. LIII. 414 The shopman was 
discovered, .despairingly drunk. 

Despai'ringness. [f. as prec. + NESS.] De- 
spairing condition ; hopelessness. 

1727 Bailey vol. II, Despairingness, a being without 
Hope, a 1729 S. Clarke is cited by Ogilvie. 

Desparity, obs. form of Disparity. 
Desparple, var. Disparple v. Obs., to scatter. 
Despatch, variant spelling of Dispatch : so 
Despatehful, etc. 

tDespexIie, v. Obs. Also 6 dyspesche. 
[A variant of depeche, depeach , after 16 th c. F. 
despec/ier, in OF. despeechier : see Depeach.] 
trans. To send away, get rid of, dispatch. 

2331 Elyot Gov>. 11. ii, The capttaynes. .despeched the 
multitude from them. Ibid. m. x, Despechynge of sondry 
great affayres. Ibid. . hi. xxvii, Sufficient to despeche 
matters of weyghtye importaunce._ 1342 Udall Erasnu 
Apoph. 218 b, To have thesame Mithridates by the backe, 
and to despeche hym out of the waye. 1530 Nicolls 
Thucyd. 223 (R.), They dyspesehed a brigantyne [Fr. 
despescherent ung brigantin] by the which they aduertysed 
the Athenyans of that same victorie. 

De : speci‘ficate, V. rare. [f. De- II. i.] trans . 
To deprive of its specific character. Hence De- 

specification. 

1872 J. Grote in Jml. PhiloL IV. 63 pespecification (i. e. 
the word’s becoming less specific and significant) which we 
might express by various metaphors, as degradation, detri- 
tion., is simply^ the want of point, sharpness, and definite 
significance which results from common, .use of the word. 
1873 F. Hall Mod. Engl. 305 Inaptitude and ineptitude 
have been usefully despecificated ; and only the latter now 
imports ‘ folly 2874 —-in N. Amer. Rev. CXIX. 327 With 
exceedingly few exceptions, our so-called synonyms . . are 
distinctly despecificated. 

t Despect (d/spe*kt\ sb. Obs. Also 7 dis-. [ad. 
L. despectus a looking down upon, f. ppl. stem of 
despicere : see next. Cf. OF. despccte contempt :—L. 
type *despecta; also Ronchi dialect despect con- 
tempt, want of respect.] 

1 . A looking down upon ; contempt. 

2624 F. White Repi. Fisher 383 The high conceit you 
haue of your Roman Seruice, and the partial! respect, or 
rather despect, you carrie against ours. 1682 Scarlett 
Exchanges 126 Its no dispect or discredit to any to suffer 
a Bill to be protested for Non-acceptance, a 1834 Coleridge 
Lit. Rem. I. 357 A jeweller may devote his whole time to 
jewels unblamed ; but the mere amateur, who grounds his 
task on no chemical or geological idea, cannot claim the 
same exemption from despect. 

2 . nonce-use. Downward view. 

1663 Baxter Divine Life 362 A larger prospect and verti- 
ginous despect of the lower grounds. 

+ Despect (d/spe*kt), a. Obs. [ad. L. despect- 
us , pa. pple. of despicere to look down upon, f. 
De- I. 1 + * spectre to look.] Looked down upon ; 
despised. 

c 2450 tr. De Imitatione lit, vi, Vile & despecte to hymself. 

, 1447 Bokenham Seyntys (Roxb.) 280 }>e more despect thyng 
I were. .And J>e more contemtyble. 


DESFEBATE. 

Despe*©tant, ppl. a. Her. [ad. L. despectant- 
em, pr. pple. of despeetdre to look down upon, 
freq. of despicere : see prec.] (See quot.) 

2688 R. Holme Armoury 11. 144/1 A Beast Despectant, 
Dejectant, looking downwards. 

+ Despextion. Obs. Also -eceyon, -exion. 
[ad. L. despeclion-em, n. of action from despicere 
to look down upon, Despise. Cf. OF. despection 
14th c.] A looking down upon ; despising. 

248a Monk of Evesham (Arb.) 62 Who euer wolde haue 
wende that the worschyppe and fauour. .sculde be turned to 
seche confusyon and despexion. 1326 Pilgr. Per f. (W. de 
W. 2531) 22 b, Suffrynge many wronges and despeccyons. 
1654 W. Mountague Devout Ess . 11. ix. § 1 (R.) Christian 
humilitie is a clear inspection into, and a full despection of 
ourselves. 2636 Blount Glossogr., Despexion, a looking 
downwards. 

f Despextuous, a. Obs. rare. [a. OF. de- 
speclueux, f. L. despectu-s (w-stem), looking down 
upon, despising : see -ous.] To be despised ; con- 
temptible. 

2542 Barnes Wks. (1573)243/1 Hee may recken that S. 
Peter and S. Paule were starke fooles & ryght mad men 
that liued so despectuous a lyfe. 

Hence f Despe'cttumsuess. Obs. 

1447 Bokenham Seyntys (Roxb.) 297 If ony lyf of more 
despecteuousnesse She coude han fondyn..She hyt wold 
han chosyn. 

t Despee’d, v. Obs. [f. De- L 2 + Speed v. 
Perh. influenced in formation by expede, ox despeche.] 
trans. To send with speed or baste ; to dispatch. 

2611 Speed Hist. Gt, Brit. ix. viii. (1632) 548 He forthwith 
despeeded into England. . three of the choisest men of the 
States Ibid. ix. viii. § 31 (R.) Out of hand they despeeded 
certaine of their crue, to craue .. pardon. Ibid. § 51 King 
John. ; despeeding his charters and safe conducts^ to the 
Archbishop and his fellow exiles, hee as speedily arriued. 
Bespenee, -pend, -pens© : see Disp-. 
Despeple, obs. form of Dispeople v. 
t De*speracy- Obs. [f. Desperate : see -acy.] 
Desperateness, desperation. 

1628 Gaule Pract. Th. (1629) 11 Downe to the nether- 
most depth beyond recouerm: Let vs there take our portion 
of desperacie. 1798 Hist, in Ann. Reg. 155 Such deeds 
of desperacy and revenge. 1800 W. E. J. Obi 231 Deeds of 
desperacy and cruelty. 

Desperado (desper^-dF). Also 7 (erron.) 
desparado. [In form, identical with OSp .desperado 
out of hope, desperate (:— L. desperatus) , pa. pple. of 
desperar to despair L. desperdre. (In mod.Sp. 
desesperado from desesperar.) The word does not 
appear to have been used substantively in Spanish, 
and in English use it is perhaps merely a sonorous 
refashioning, after Sp. words in -ado, of Desperate 
sb., used in same sense.] 

f 1 . A person in despair, or in a desperate con- 
dition ;= Desperate sb. 1. Obs . 

2610 G. Fletcher Christ's Viet. 1. lxix, The holy Desperado 
wip’t her swollen eyes. 1686 Goad Celest. Bodies in. iv. 
507 Grief, Lunacy, and the Melancholly desperado are 
carryed forth on the same Weekly Sheet to be buryed. 2720 
De Foe Duncan Campbell viii. (1841) 164 Poor and miser- 
able desperado. 

2 . A desperate or reckless man; one ready for 
any deed of lawlessness or violence ; ~ Despe- 
rate sb. 2 . 

1647 Ward Simp. Cobler 69 Peevish Galthropes and 
rascali desparadoes which the Prince of lyes imployes. 2632 
Animadv. Macdonnel's Answ. Eng. Ambuss. 56 Our 
English Fugitives and Desperado’s. ^2790 Willock Voy. 
95 These desperadoes had taken some rich Portuguese vessels 
from the Brazils, which they had plundered and sunk. 1807 
T. J efferson Writ. (1830) IV. 97 He found himself left with, 
about thirty desperadoes only. 2828 Jas. Mill Brit. India 
I. m. iv. 606 He had associated with himself, .another 
desperado . .in a conspiracy. . to assassinate the Ameer. 2877 
Black Green Past, xxxii. <1878) 255 One of the wild des- 
peradoes of Colorado. attrib. 2803 Holcroft Bryan Per- 
due I. 39 The desperado bully. 

Hence Despera*doism nonce-wd. 

1874 Nation (N.Y.) XIX. 207/2 The sort of sneaking 
desperadoism of the disguised bands of thieves infesting the 
rural neighborhood. 

t Desperance. Obs. Also dis-, -atmee. [a. 
OF. desperance , f. desperer to Despair : see -ance, 
and cf. the by-form Desesperance.] Despair. 

ai22$ Ancr. R. 8 muhten sone uallen : .in desperaunce, 
J?et is, in unhope & in unbileaue forte beon iboruwen. £’ 1400 
Rom. Rose (B.) 1872 So nigh I drowto desperaunce, I rought 
of dethe, ne of lyf. 2482 Caxton Godfrey 268 They had 
longe don aile theyr power And the werke was not moche 
amended, but were falls in a desperaunce. 2360 Holland 
Crt. Venus I, 283 His Name hecht Disperance. Ibid. 1. 790 
3 one waryit wicht Hecht Desperance. 

Desperancy, erroneous f. Desperacy. 
Desperate (de*sper/t), a. , sb., and adv. Also 
5 dysperate, 6-7 desperat, 6 despert, 7 dis- 
perate, (erron.) desparate, 9 dial, des-, dispert. 
[ad. L.desperat-zis, given up, despaired of, desperate, 
pa. pple. of desperdre to Despair. Cf- parallel use 
of OF, deeper I, desesperi. It. disperato, Sp,, Pg. 
desesperado, and of Despaired ppl. ah] 

A. adj. ' 

I. f 1 . Of a person: Having lost or abandoned 
hope; in despair, despairing, hopeless. (Const, of.) 
Obs. or arch. 
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DESPEBATE. 


DESPICABLE, 


1483 Caxton Cato 1 vij, Thenne the good man woofull and 
as desperate wente toward his thyrdde fretide. 1489 ■ — 
FaytesofA . 1. xviii, SS Men thus desperate of mercy and 
pytie. 1529 More Dyaloge iv. Wks. 266/1 The deuil is 
desperate and hath not nor cannot haue faith and trust in 
gods promises. 1548 Hall Chron. 91b, The citezens.. 
desperate of all aide and succor. _ 1591 Shaks. Two Gent. 
in. ii. s, I am desperate of obtaining her. 2621 Burton 
Anat. Mel. in. iv. n, v. 781 Bede saith, Pilate died despe- 
rate eight years after Christ. 267S Shadwell Timm 11, 
Marry’d like some vulgar creature, which Snatches at the 
first offer, as if she Were desperate of having any other. 
1865 Carlyle Fredk. Gt. VI. xv. xiv. 109 Bruhl still refuses 
to be desperate of his bad game. 

t b. Of actions, etc. : Expressing or indicating 
despair, despairing. ? Obs. 

*555 Traves in Strype Eccl. Mem. III. App. xxxiii. 87 
Without desperate voices, thoughts, gronyngs or woes. 
*593 Shaks. Liter. 1038 She starteth To find some desperate 
instrument of death. <21656 Hales Tracts (1677) *8 If St. 
Paul, in this place, meant the sin against the Holy Ghost, 
then this were the only desperate text in the whole Bible. 
2826 Disraeli Viv. Grey 11. xi, He was answered only with 
desperate sobs. 

2, Of conditions, etc. : That leaves little or no 
room for hope; such as to be despaired of; ex- 
tremely dangerous or serious. 

*555 Eden Decades Pref. (Arb.) 57 Th[e] expert phisitian 
vseth vehement remedies for desperate diseases. 1598 
Shaks. Merry IF. m. v. 127 My suite then is desperate; 
You’ll vndertake her no more? 2659 B. Harris ParivaVs 
Iron. Age 2it The affaires of the North growing more 
desperate. 1683 Brit. Spec. 31 A Man.. in a desperate 
Sickness. 1720 Swift To Yng. Clergyman , Younger 
brothers of obscure families, and others of desperate for- 
tunes. 1747 Wesley Prim. Physic (1762) 807 This has 
cured in a most desperate Case. 1827 Pollock Course T. 
1, Agony and grief and desperate woe. 1875 Jowktt Plato 
(ed, 2) V. 56 Their case seemed desperate, for there was no 
one to help them. 

f 3. Of things (and persons) : Despaired of, given 
up as hopeless; whose recovery is past hope; 
incurable, irretrievable, irreclaimable. Desperate 
debt, a * bad ’ debt ; so desperate debtor. Obs . (exc. 
as associated with 7 .) 

2581 Mulcaster Positions xxxv. (1887) 126 The Physician 
deliuereth the desperate sicke bodie to the Diuines care. 
262S Heywood Foure Prentises Wks. 1874 II. 223, I haue 
bene the meanes to saue your desperate Hues. 1651 Hobbes 
Leviath. 1. xi. 48 The estate of a desperate debtor. 1674 
tr. Scheffer's Lapland 125 So as to loose all hope of recovery 
. . When they perceived him to be desperate [etc.]. 1770 
Langhorne Plutarch (1879) II. 819/2 Receiving debts which 
they had given up as desperate. 2819 J. Greig Rep. Affairs 
Edin. 17 After deduction of desperate arrears. 1866 Howells 
Venet. Life vi. 84 Those desperate scraps of meat which are 
found impracticable even by the sausage-makers. 

b. Of an undertaking, etc, : That is, or may be, 
despaired of ; which there is no hope of carrying 
out or accomplishing. 

3642 Fuller Holy # Prof. St. 11. xix. 126 If he throws up 
his desperate game, he may happily wione the next. 2647 
Clarendon Hist. Reb. v. (1702) 1 . 393 He saw his Journey 
into Ireland desperate, a 1872 Grotk Eth. Fragm. v. 1 1 876) 
233 Aristotle regarded the successful prosecution of ethical 
enquiries as all but desperate. 

II. 4. Of persons : Driven to desperation, reck- 
less or infuriated from despair. Hence, Having the 
character of one in this condition ; extremely reck- 
less or violent, ready to run any risk or go any 
length. 

02489 Caxton Sonnes ofAymon !x» 245 Reynawde setted 
noughte by his lyffe . . for he was as a man dysperate. c 1535 
Dr. Layton in Lett, on Suppress. Monas t. (Camden) 76 
Thabbot is a daingerouse desperate knave and a hardy. 
1563-87 FqxeA. <5* M. (1684) III. 9x4 Two or three desperate 
Villains knocked at the door. 1653 H. Cogan tr. Pinto’s 
Trav. iv. 9 He used me so cruelly, that becoming even 
desperate . . I was , .upon the point to have poysoned my self. 
17x8 Freethinker No. 42 Tr 5 Want makes Men desperate. 
1848 Macaulay Hist. Eng. I. 173 Plotters, many of whom 
were ruined and desperate men. 

f b. Reckless, utterly careless (of) . Obs. rare. 
1602 Shaks. Twel N. v. x. 66 Heere in the streets, des- 
perate of shame and state, In priuate brabble did we ap- 
prehend him. <22625 Fletcher Love's Cure v. iii, Be’st 
thou desperate Of thine own life? Yet, dearest, pity mine 1 
5. Of actions, etc.: Characterized by the reckless- 
ness or resolution of despair; applied esp. to actions 
done or means resorted to in the last extremity, 
when all else fails, and the great risk of failure is 
accepted for the sake of the small but only chance 
of success ; hence often connoting extreme violence 
of action such as is exercised in such conditions. 

*579 Lyly Euphues (Arb.) 64 In battayles there ought to 
be a doubtfull fight, and a desperat ende. 1623 in Rushw. 
Hist. Coll. (16591 L iso According to the usual Proverb, 
A desperate Disease must have a desperate remedy. 1667 
Milton P. L. ii. 107 His look denounc'd Desperate revenge, 
and Battel dangerous To less than Gods. <2x800 Cowper 
Needle, s A larm 132 Beware of desperate steps. 2832 33 t. 
Martineau Hill 4* Valley ix. 134 This desperate pursuit of 
money. 2840 Thirlwall Greece VII. 233 Alcetas made 
a desperate attempt to dislodge the enemy, .hut was re- 
pulsed. 2855 Macaulay Hist. Eng. III. 225 A desperate 
conflict against overwhelming odds. 

tb. Involving serious risk ; very dangerous to 
undertake or enter upon. Obs. 

* 1600 Shaks. A. V. L. v. iv. 32 This Boy ; .hath bin tutor’d 
in the rudiments Of many desperate studies, by his vnckle, 
Whom he reports to be a great Magitian. a 1654 Selden 
Table Tl. (Arb.) 69 Marriage is a desperate thing : the Frogs 
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in JEsop. .would not leap into the Well, because they could 
not get out again. 

fG. Of a quality denoting recklessness; out- 
rageous, extravagant. Obs. 

a 1568 Ascham Scholem. (Arb.) 54 If som Smithfeild Ruffian 
take vp. .som fresh new othe . . som new disguised garment, 
or desperate hat, fond in facion, or gaurish in colour. 1657 
J. Smith Myst. Rhet. 48 Catachresxs. .is an improper kmde 
of speech, somewhat more desperate than a Metaphor. 1662 
Sanderson Usskeds Power Princes Pref. (1683) 19 The 
desparate Principles and Resolutions of Quakers., who 
utterly refuse to take the Oath of Supremacy. . 

7. Of such a quality as to be despaired of; 
hopelessly or extremely bad; extreme, excessive, 
'awful’ : of. A 3 , C, and Desperately 5 . 

2604 Shaks. Oth. 11. i. 22 The desperate Tempest hath 
so bang’d the Turkes, That their designement halts. 
26x5 Stephens Satyr. Ess. (ed. 2) x8 But among all base 
writers of this time, I cannot reckon up more desperate 
rime. 1709 Pope Ess. Crit. 271 Concluding all were des- 
p’rate sots and fools, Who durst depart from Aristotle’s 
rules. 271 x Steele Sped. No. 113 ? 4 She is such a des- 
perate Scholar, that no Country Gentleman can approach 
her without being a Jest. 28x4 D. H. O’Brien Captiv. $ 
Escape 156 It rained — blew — thundered — and lightened, 
I never recollect a more desperate night. 

f B. sb. Obs. 

f I. a. A person in despair, b, One in a desperate 
condition, a wretch. 

1563 Foxe A. 4* M. 477 Laborious and painful to y® de- 
sperats, a precher to the prisoners and comfortles. a 2598 
Burleigh in Harl. Misc. (Malh.) II. 278 It sufficeth to 
weaken the discontented, but there is no way but to kill 
desperates. 2S22 Massinger & Dekker Virg. Mart. in. iii, 
Miserable tatterdemallions, ragamuffins, and lousy des- 
perates. 1854 E ai erson Lett. fySoc. A vns Wks. (Bohn) III. 
273 [He] who sits among the young aspirants and desperates, 
quite sure and compact. 

f 2. One habituated to or ready for desperate 
deed s ; = D esperado 2 . 

cxSxx Chapman Iliad xx iv. 159 The deadliest desperate Of 
all about him. 1633 J. Done Hist. Septnagint 204 Theeves, 
and Adulterous desperates, shaken off and damned by the 
Word of God, 1683 Apol. Prot. France iii. 9 This young 
Desperate confessed, that he heard them say, That it was 
lawful to kill the King. 1718 Freethinker No. 32 F 3 The 
Zeal of these frantick Desperates. 

•fb. In good sense : One who engages in a des- 
perate or extremely perilous undertaking. 

c 1585? J. Polmon Famous Battles 17 Three hundred., 
young men who for commendation gotten by extreame 
perill are called the Desperates, the Forlorne hopen. 

C. adv. Desperately, hopelessly ; usually ( colloq . 
and dial ) as an intensive : Excessively, extremely, 
‘awfully’ (cf. A. 7 ). 

2636 Sir H. Blount Foy. Levant (1637) 109, I noted them 
so desperate malicious towards one another. 2655 60 
Stanley Hist. Philos, (x 701) 59/2 , 1 shewed them how des- 
perate ill I was. 2830 Galt Laurie T. m. ii. (X849) 86 The 
road ..was desperate bad. 2852 Dickens Bleak. Ho. II. 
xxvi. 341 It’s a desperate sharp night for a young lady to be 
out in. i860 Bartlett Did. A mcr. s.v., 4 I’m despert glad 
to see you.’ 

Desperate (de*sper?t\ v. rare. [f. Desperate 
a .] tram. To render or drive desperate. 

2801 W, Taylor in Robberds Mem. 1 . 376 My ideas of 
perfection desperate attempt. 1842 Mrs. Carlyle Lett. J. 
259 Desperated by the notion of confessing myself ill. 

Desperate, var. of Disparate a. 
Desperately (de*sper/tli), adv. [f. Desperate 
a. + -LY ^.] In a desperate manner. (See the adj.) 
f 1. In despair, despairingly. Obs. 

1552 Huloet, Desperately, desperanter, insolabiliter. 1555 
Eden Decades 53 They had desperatly consecrated them 
selues to death. 2605 Shaks. Lear v. iii. 292 Your eldest 
Daughters haue fore-done themselues, And desperately are 
dead. 2615 G. S andys Trav. 45 Taken at length by Tam- 
berlaine . . hee desperately brained himselfe. 1634 Cawne 
Necess. Separ. (2849) *33 AH these died desperately, 
t 2. In a desperate condition, wretchedly, rare. 
1630 R. Johnson's Kingd. fy Commit). 233 The descen- 
dants of them, that have, .beene condemned by the Inquisi- 
tion. .live in Spatne most desperately. 

8 . Hopelessly, irretrievably, incurably. 

1570-6 Lambarde Peramb . Ah?/*/ (1826) 272 A young Child 
..lay desperately sicke in a cradle. 1622 Bible Jer. xvii. 9 
The heart is deceitful! ahoue all things, and desperately 
wicked [R.V. desperately sick]. 1683 Burnet tr. More's 
Utopia 1x684) 187 The excluding of Men that are desperately 
wicked from joining in their W orship, 1766 Goldsm. Vic. VF. 
xxviii, I wounded one who first assaulted me, and I fear des- 
perately. a 1808 Hurd Wks. VI. xvi, <R.) No man becomes 
at once desperately and i ‘■retrievably wicked. 

4. Becklessly; with utter disregard of risks 
or consequences, or of how far one goes; with 
extreme energy or violence : cf. Dksperate a. 4 , 5 . 

a 2547 Surrey VEneid ii. (R.), Whom when I saw. .So des- 
perately the battail to desire. 2632 Lithgow Trav. in, 130 
Foure French Runnagats .. hearing these words, fell des- 
peratly upon me. Ibid. v. 188, 20 gal lies .. desperatly 
adventured to tow her away against the wind. 1724 De Foe 
Mem. Cavalier (1840) 179 The foot on both sides were 
desperately engaged. 18S5 Manch. Even . News 23 J une 2/2 
The. .seats for which they have fought so desperately. 

5. To a desperate degree ; extremely, excessively. 
(Cf. Desperate a. J.) Chiefly cowq. 

*653 H. Cogan tr. Pinto's Trav. lxviii. 277 She was des- 
perately in love with him. 1697 Collier Ess. Mor. Subj. 11. 
(2709) 136 He looks so desperately Pale and Thin. 1709 
Strype Ann. Ref. I. xiii. 183 They were desperately afraid 
the people should have too much knowledge.- 2843 Foster 
in Life 4- Carr, (1846) II. 463 How desperately rapid the 


flight of time. 2872 Black Adv. Phaeton xxxl 4x8 She 
pretends to be desperately concerned about the horses. 

De'sperateness. [f. as prec. + -ness.] The 
state or quality of being desperate. 

fl. The state of being in despair. Obs. 

2581 Pettie Guazzo’s Civ. Cornu hi. (1586.1 149 They will 
. .be to rough . . to their children . . [which] driveth them to 
desperatenesse. a 1639 W. Whately Prototypes 1. iv. (1640) 
21 Caine was possessed with a mixtuie of desperatenesse 
and murmuring. 

2. The state or quality of being beyond hope (or 
of having extremely small chance) of recovery or 
improvement; hopelessness, irremediableness. 

1572 Golding Calvin on Ps . xxxvii. 4 When a man re- 
fuseth understanding, it is a signe of desperatenesse. a 1603 
T. Cartwright Confut. Rhetn.N . T, (1618) 571 You bewray 
the desperatenesse of your cause. 2659 Hammond On Ps. 
Ixxxviii. 4 Paraphr. 435 The deplorablenesse and desperate- 
nesse of my condition. 1876 Bancroft H ist. U. S. V. xxi. 
575 He awoke to the desperateness of his situation. 

b. The state or quality of being beyond hope of 
attainment or accomplishment. 

2667 Decay Chr. Piety viii. f 5 Hope being equally out- 
dated by the desperateness or unnecessariness of an under- 
taking. *677 W. Hubbard Narrative 54 The desperateness 
of the attempt. 

8 . The rashness or fury of despair ; recklessness 
« Desperation 2. 


2549 Cheke Hurt Sedit. iR.\ If for desperatenesse ye care 
not for yourselues, yet remember your wiues, your children, 
your countrie. 2600 Dekker, etc., Lust's Dominion ji. iv, 
You are too rash, you are too hot, Wiki desperateness doth 
valour blot. 2639 Fuller Boty War n. xvii. .1840) 72 Loath 
to anger their enemies’ valour into desperateness. 1677 Gil- 
pin Demonol . (1867) 448 It is rashness or desperateness, and 
not true courage. 

Desperation (desper^'Jbn). Also 4-6 dis- 
peracion. [a. OF. desperation , -a cion (Godef.), 
or ad L. desperation - em , n. of action and condition 
from desperdre to Despair.] 

1. The action of despairing or losing all hope 
(^“anything) ; the condition of having utterly lost 
hope; despair, hopelessness. Now rare. 

c 1366 Chaucer A. B. C. 20 A greevous accioun Of verrey 
riht and desperacioun. c 2375 JCl Pains of Hell 226 in 
0 . E. Misc. App. ii, Disperacion of god is mercy, Of al }>e 
payns in hel hit is most, c 1386 Chaucer Pars. T. p 983 
Whiehe thynges destoui ben penaunce. .drede, schame, hope, 
and wanhope, that is, desperacioun. _ 1490 Caxton How to 
die 4 To thende that he drawe him into disperacion. 2548 
Hall Chron. 134 b, For feare of losyng honor, and desper- 
acion of gain. 1551 T. Wilson Log ike <1580) 60 Unbeleef, 
Desperation, whereby a man falleth from God. 2588 A. King 
tr . Canisius' Catech . 231 Horrour of deathe..and clisper- 
ation of asternal blisse. 1664 Power Exp. Philos. 1. 190 
A diffidence and desperation . . of ever reaching to any 
eminent Invention. 2750 Johnson Rambler No. 52 F5 Sunk 
yet deeper in the dungeon of misery, .and surrounded with 
darker desperation. 2846 Trench Mirac xxvi. (1862) 363 
The gracious Lord, .could, [not] cure him so long as there 
was on his part this desperation of healing. 

2. spec. Despair leading to recklessness, or reck- 
lessness arising from despair; a desperate state of 
mind in which, on account of the hopelessness or 
extremely small chance of success, one is ready to 
do any violent or extravagant action, regardless of 
risks or consequences. (Cf. Desperate a. 4 , 5.) 

2531 Elyot Gov. hi. ix, In desperation can nat be forti- 
tude, for. that, beinge a morall vertue, is euer voluntarye. 
Desperation is a thinge as it were constrayned. 2582 Pettie 
Gnazzo's Civ. Conv. in. (1586) 131 She is then readie to 
follow, whatsoever wrath and desperation shall put in her 
head. 260a Shaks. Ham. 1 iv. 75 The very place puts toys 
of desperation. Without more motive, into every brain That 
looks so many fathoms to the sea And hears it roar beneath. 
2703 Rowe Fair Penit. iv. i. 1322 A Deed of Desparation. 
*75* Johnson Rambler No. 150 F 4 Strength which would 
be unprofitably wasted in wild efforts of desperation. 2842-4 
Emerson Ess., Hist. Wks. (Bohn) 1 . 20 Needy and hungry 
to desperation. . 2847 James J. J tars ton Hall xi, There 
was no use in driving him to desperation. 

Despere, obs. form of Despair. 

Desperse: see Disperse. 


+ Desperview. Obs. rare, [a, OF. desponrveu , 
mod.F. depourvu, 1 vnprouided, vnfurnished, devoid 
of, without ’ (Cotgr,), f. des~, (L. dis~) + pourvu 
provided.] An indigent man, a poor beggar. 

r 2600 Day Begg. Bednall Gr. n. i. (x 881) 32 Come, you 
desper-view. Deliver me the Jewell or I’ll hang thee. 
Despetous : see Dkspitous. 

Despexion, var. f. Despection. 

Despeyr(e, obs. form of Despair. 
DespicaM'lity. [f. next: see -ity.] The 
quality of being despicable ; despicableness, 

2830 Carlyle Misc. (1857) II. 222 Bangui* hing amid bound- 
less triviality and despicability. 2832 Ibid. III. 94 A life 
full of falsehood, feebleness, poltroonery, and despicability. 
2873 Wagner tr. Teuffets Hist. Rom. Lit. I, 70 Servile 
covetousness and moral despicability. 
b. A specimen of this ; a despicable person. 

*837 Carlyle Fr. Rev. iii, n. v, The convention, .dismisses 
these comparative ttfislres ai d despicabilities. 
Despicable (de'spikab’l', a. [ad. L. desfiea - 
bihis. f. despicari to look down upon, f. De- i 
+ *specdri, from same root as speeire to look.] 

1. To be looked down upon or despised ; vile, 
base, contemptible. 

*553 Eden Treat. Newe Ind. 6Arb.) 14 The bylclinge[s} 
are despicable. Ibid. 35 All thinges with them are despic- 
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able and vile. 1667 Milton P. L. xi. 340 All th’ Earth he 
gave thee to possess and rule, No despicable gift. 1699 
Dampier Voy. II. 1. viii. 162 Their insolent masters the 
Portuguese: than whom there are not a more despicable 
people now in all the Eastern Nations. 1710 Lady M. W. 
Montagu Let. to Bp. Burnet 20 July, There is hardly 
a character in the world more despicable, or more liable to 
universal ridicule, than that of a learned woman. 178a 
? Vaughan Fashionable Follies II, 103 A little despicable 
looking house honoured with the name of an inn. 1848 
Macaulay Hist. Eng. I. 164 The most despicable of 
fanatics. 1874 Green Short Hist. viii. § 2. 473 The immo- 
rality of James's Court was hardly more despicable than the 
imbecility of his government. 

fb. Miserable, wretched. Obs. 

1635 Pagitt Ckristianogr. 217 These poore despicable 
wretches have hardly sustenance to keepe life and soule to- 
gether. 1690 Child Disc. Trade (1694) 13 The people are 
poor and despicable, their persons ill clothed, <*3:704 T. 
Brown Praise of Wealth Wks. 1730 I. 85 Despicable in cir- 
cumstance, 

f 2. Exhibiting or expressing contempt; con- 
temptuous. Obs , 

(Qualifying opinion, appellation, and the like: cf. Con- 
temptible 2 .) 

xS6z H. Stubbe Ind. Nectar Pref. 5, I have a very des- 
picable opinion of the present age. 1727 Fielding Love in 
Sev. Masques Wks. 1775 I. 34 To persuade us into so des- 
picable an opinion of your reason. 1727 Swift Gulliver it. 
viii, The comparison gave me so despicable a conceit of 
myself. 1756 Burke Snbl. <$• B. 11. v, Though we caress 
dogs., we borrow from them an appellation of the most 
despicable kind. 1775 Adair Amer. Ind. 7 Distinguished 
. .by the despicable appellative, Tied Arse. 

De*spicableness, [f. prec. + -ness.] The 
quality of being despicable ; contemptibleness, vile- 
ness, worthlessness. 

1653 M, anton Exp. James \ i. 1 Apt to despise excellent 
things, because of the despicableness of the instrument. 
a X691 Boyle Wks. II. 13 (R.) The maker's art shines through 
the despicableness of the matter. 1727-1800 Bailey, Des- 
picableness, contemptibleness. 

Despicably, adv. [f. as prec. + -lt 2 .] 

1. In a despicable manner; contemptibly, meanly. 
a 1691 Boyle Wks. II. 68 (R.) He. .may, with due diligence 
and industry, not despicably improve his anatomical know- 
ledge. a *7x0 Addison (J.), Nor vainly rich, nor despicably 
poor. 1755 Young Centaur v. Wks. 1757 IV. 228 To-day 
crawling out of the earth ; and to-morrow more despicably 
still, crawling into corruption. 

1 2. With contempt ; contemptuously. Obs. 

1637 P. Heylin Antidot. Lincoln. 1. 40 Since you speake 
so despicably of his Majesties chappell. 1665 Pepys Diary 
13 Feb., To see how despicably they speak of us. 1748 
Richardson Clarissa (x8xx) II. 243, I should think as de- 
spicably of his sense. 

t Despica’tion. Obs. rare. [ad. L. despicd - 
tidn-em, n. of action from despicd rt : see Despic- 
able.] Despising, contempt. 

1837 Whittock, etc. Bk. Trades (1842) 268 Senecca, who 
died for philosophy, and despication of Nero. 

t Despifciency. Obs. [ad, L. despicientia 
despising, contempt, f. despicient-em, pr. pple. of 
despicere to look down : see Despise, and -ency.] 
Looking down upon or despising ; contempt. 

1623 Cockeram, Despitiencie , despite, hatred, a 1638 
Medk Disc. Mark xi 17 Wks. (1672) 1. 45 To show their des- 
piciency of the poor Gentiles. 1638 W . Burton I tin . A nton. 
67 A gallant despiciency . . of all human affairs. 167a H. 
More Brief Reply 103 His answer is marvellous lofty and 
full of despiciency towards his Antagonist. 

Despicion, var. Dispicion, Obs., discussion. 

+ Bespiexe, V. Obs. [a. OF. despiecer , earlier 
despecier, mod.F. dipecer, depiicer, f. des-, (L. dis-) 
+pike Piece.] To cut in pieces. 

1491 Caxton Vitas Patr. fW. de W. 1495) 1. Ixiv. xi4a/si 
Many marters had ben despleced in to pyeces. 
Despight, etc. ; see Despite, etc. 
Despiritualize (d/sprriti^alorz), v. [De- 
II. 1 .] tra?is. To deprive of spiritual character; to 
render material. 

x868 Contemf. Rev. VIII. 609 Virtually de-spiritualizing 
that which it is the very business of literature to clearly re- 
involve in the spiritual. 1874 H, R. Reynolds John Bapt . 
v. § 1. 298 A way has been made by the perversity of man. 
for despiritualizlng Christianity. 

Hence Despi*ritnalized, BespiTitualizingf ppl. 
adjs. ; also BespPrituaUza’tioix. 

1840 Tait's Mag. VII. 27 Sensuality of this de-spiritualiz- 
ing description. 1874 H. R. Reynolds John Bapt. iii. § 1 
150 A melancholy despiritualization of Christianity. 

Despicable (dzsparzab’L, a. [In ME. despis- 
a'ble, a. OF. despif-, despisable, f. stem despis - of 
despire to Despise.] 

1. To be despised or treated with contempt ; con- 
temptible, despicable. Now rare. 

a 1340 Hampole Psalter xlviii. 19 pat is a despisabfle shrift 
f>at ese makis. Ibid. ciii. 24 Despisabiler fendes. 1382 
Wyclif 1 Cor. i. 28 God chees the vnnoble thingis and dis- 
pisable thingis of the world. 1483 Caxton Gold Leg, 357/1 
He was of vyle habyte and despysabie of chere. 1604 T, 
Wright Passions v. § 4. 293 Rather despiseable then com- 
mendable. x6oo Lond. Gaz. No. 2582/3 III Armed, and in 
a very despisable Condition. 1782 Miss Burney Cecilia IV. 
269 Business is no such despiseable thing. 1:873 J. M. Bailey 
Life in Danbury 6 Brought up . . to look upon a liar as the 
most despisable of earth’s creatures. 

+ 2 . Contemptuous. = Despicable 2. Obs . 

1644 Quarles Barnabas <$* B. 208, 1 . .am now rejected by 
the despiseable name of a widow. 


t Despi'sableness. Obs. [f. prec. + -ness.] 
a. Despicable condition, b. Contemptuousness. 

X613 Sherley Trav. Persia 99 A direct despisablenesse of 
his Person and Authority. 1671 Flavel Fount, of Lifexxx. 
91 The outward Meanness and Despiseableness of His Con- 
dition. 

Despisal (d/spsi'zal). [f. Despise v. + -al 5 : 
cf. revisal.] The act of despising ; contempt. 

1650 Earl Monm. tr. Senaulfs Man become Guilty 199 
Their very looks, .sufficiently witnesse their despisal. a X707 
Bp. Patrick Comm. Prov. xi. 12 (L.) No mairis so mean, 
but he is sensible of despisal 1887 B. Farjeon Golden Sleep 
59 D. would look down upon him in scorn and despisal. 

t Despisant, a. Obs. [a. OF. despisant de- 
spising, contemptuous, pr. pple. of despire, used 
as adj.] Despising, showing contempt. Hence 
f Despi'santly adv., despisingly, insolently. 

1389 Eng. Gilds 80 If any broker or sistere..dispisantllche 
lie on his broker or on his sister. 

Despise (.d/sporz), V. Also 4-5 dispice, 4-6 
des-, dispy se, 4-7 dispise, 5 dess-, disspice, 
5-6 dyspyse. [f. stem despis - of OF. despire 
{despis-ant, quil despise, etc.), also despiss-, de- 
spise-, despiq- L. despicere to look down (upon), 
f, De- I. 1 + specere to look. (There was also a later 
OF. despicer , despiser, after the L. verb.) The s 
was originally spirant in F. and Eng., whence the 
spelling -ice.] 

1 . trans. To look down upon ; to view with con- 
tempt ; to think scornfully or slightingly of. 

1297 R. Glouc. (1724) 31 pou ne louest me no3t . . Ac de- 
spisest me in myn olde liue. 1393 Langl P. PI. C. in. 84 
To be prynces of prude and pouerte to dispice, c 1400 Apol. 
Loll. 6 Crist seij> . . he J?at dispicij? 30W dispisij? Me. 1483 
Cath. Angl. 101 To Disspice : contempnere. 1590 Shaks. 
Mids . N . in. ii. 235 This you should pitie, rather then de- 
spise. 1601 Weever Mirr. Mart., Sir J. O Ideas tie F iij b, 
Thus fooles admire what wisest men despiseth. x6rx Bible 
Isa. liii. 3 He is despised and rejected of men, a man of 
sorrows, and acquainted with griefe. 1701 De Foe True- 
born Eng. 1. 178 These are the Heroes that despise the Dutch, 
1724 — Mem. Cavalier (1840) 43 This was not an enemy to 
be despised. 1871 Morley Voltaire (1886) 153 The foremost 
men of the eighteenth century despised Joan of Arc .. for 
the same reason which made them despise Gothic architec- 
ture. Mod. A salary not to be despised, as things go. 

f b. with inf. or clause , To scorn or disdain 
to do, that. Obs. 

1483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 231/2 They dyspyseden to make 
sacrefyse. 1526 Pilgr. P erf. (W. de W. 1531) 285 b, You 
denyed and despysed to come. 1552 Abp. Hamilton Catech. 
(1864) 32 Despisand to do as the servand of God Samuel 
commandit him. 1605 Bacon Adv. Leant, n. xx. § 2 Men 
have despised to be conversant in ordinary and common 
matters. 1621 Lady M. Wroth # Urania 164 Thus the 
strange Princesse departed, .dispising any passion but loue 
should dare to thinke of ruling in her. 

f 2 . intr. To look down {on, upon\ up, above). 

ax 335 Prose Psalter^ liii[i] 7 Myn e3e despised vp myn 
enemys[F"«<^.= super inimicos meos despexitj. 1388 Wyclif 
ibid., Myn xge dispiside on myn enemyes. <2x400 Prymer 
(1891) 30 A bouen myn enemyes despisede myn eye. 

+ 3 . trans . To exhibit contempt for; to treat 
with contempt in word or action. Obs. 

1377 Langl. P. PI. B. xv. 54 A3ein such Salomon speketh 
and dispiseth her wittes, c 1385 Chaucer L. G. W. t Prol. 
135 (Fairfax MS.) To singe of him, and in hir song dispyse 
The foule cherl. 1483 Caxton Gold. Leg, 127/2 The poure 
man . . began to chycfe and dyspyse hym in his vysage by 
cause he had no more almesse. 1557 N. T. (Genev.) Luke 
xxiii. 11 And Herode. .with his men of warre, despised him, 
and mocked hym. [So Wyclif, Tindale, etc. ; Rkem. and 
x6xx, set him at naught.] 

fb. fig. Of things: To set at nought, dis- 
regard. 

1398 Trevisa Barth. DeP. R. xvi. viii. (1495) 557 Though the 
adamas . . dyspyse fyre and yren : yet it is broke wy th newe 
hote blode. <7x420 Pallad. onHusb. 1.170 In bareinelande 
to sette or foster vynes Dispiseth alle the labour and ex- 
pence. 1666 Stillingfl. Serm. Fire Lond. Wks. T710 I. 6 
[The fire] . . despised all the resistance [which] could be made 
by the strength of the buildings. 

[‘To look upon ; contemplate \ An error of mod. 
Diets. See List of Spurious Words. - ] 

tDespi'Se, si. Obs. [prob. a. OF. despiz , 
despis, nom. of despit , Despite, but taking the 
form of an Engl, deriv. of Despise v.] = Despite ; 
contempt, despising. 

c 1440 Promp.Parv. 120 Despyse [MSS. K.H.P. despyte], 
coniemptus, despeccio. ? 1507 Communyc. Aiij, Man what 
doost thou with all thyse. , Whiche is to me a great despyse. 
1586 B. Young Guazzo's Civ . Conv. iv, 226 b, Occasion of 
despise and laughter. 

Despised (dlspoi-zd), ppl. a. [f. Despise 
v. + -ed.] Looked down upon, contemned, 
scorned. 

[c 1450 St. Cuthbert (Surtees) 750 Hated and despysyd was 
he.] 1592 Shaks. Rom. <$• Jut. nr, ii. 77 Dispised substance 
of Diuinest show. 1667 Milton P. L. vi. 602 Would render 
them yet more despis d. 1705 Stanhope Parapkr, I. 34 
A vulgar and despised Crowd. 185a Mrs. Stowe Uncle 
Tonis C. ix. 68 There was the impress of the despised race 
on her face. 

t Despi'sedness (-ednes). Obs. [f. prec. + 
-ness.] Despised condition. 

1587 Golding De Momayxxxi. (1617) 541 Jesus could not 
haue shewed his., glory [better] than in despisednesse. 
1641 Milton Ch. Govt. n. i. (1851) 151 Therefore he sent . . 
Despisednes to vanquish Pride. 


+ Despi*sement. Obs. ■ [a. OF. despisement 
(12th c. in Godef.), f. despire, despis- : see -ment.] 
The action of despising ; contempt, scorn. 

1603 Holland Plutarch's Mor. 155 Contempt and de- 
spisement of worldly wealth. 

Despiser (d/spoi-zai). [f. Despise v. + ~erL 
Cf. OF. despiseor, nom. despisiere, -sire.] One who 
despises ; a contemner, scomer. 

a 1340 Hampole Psalter Comm. Cant. 500 Y® scorners & 
despisers of pore men. 1382 Wyclif Acts xiii. 41 Se 3e, dis- 
piseris, and wondre ge, and be ge scaterid abrood. [Tindale, 
Beholde ye despisers and wonder and perisshe ye.] 1485 
Caxton St. iVenefn 20 A despysar of my wordes. 1535 
Coverdale Prov. xiii. 15 Harde is the way of the despysers. 
1709 Hearnb Collect. (Oxf. Hist. Soc.) II. 252 A Despiser 
of modern Commentators, a 1745 Swift (J.), Atheists, 
libertines, and despisers of religion, usually pass under the 
name of free-thinkers. 189a Bookman Oct. 27/2 A despiser 
of physical force. 

Despi'seress. rare — °. [f. prec. + -ess.] 

A female despiser. 

x6xx Cotgr,, Desp riser esse, a disesteemeresse, despiseresse, 
or dispraiseresse of. 

Despising (d/spsi-ziq) , vbl. sb. [f. Despise v. 
+ -ing 1.] Tne action of the vb. Despise ; con- 
tempt, scorn. 

_ 138a Wyclif Ps. cxxii[i]. 3 Myche wee be fulfild with dispis- 
ing. 1535 Coverdale Neh. iv. 4 Y* thou tnayest geue them 
ouer in to despisinge in the londe of their captiuite ; 1659 
Genii. Calling (1696) 33 Flatteries and Despisings being the 
two contrary elements, whereof he, whom they call a Fine 
Gentleman, is to be compounded. x68i-6 J. Scott Ckr. 
Life (1747) III. 391 The despising of him was a despising of 
God, oy whom he was sent. 

Despisingly (clzspai'ziqli), adv. [f. despising 
pr. pple. + -ly With contempt ; scornfully, 
contemptuously. 

1591 Percivall Sp. Diet., Menospreciando, despisingly. 
x8zo Blackno. Mag. VII. 251 Still speak despisingly of them, 
1843 Ibid. LIV. 441 That son of Sparks’s, as you so despis- 
ingly call him. 

t Desprsingness, Obs . [f. as prec. + -ness.] 
Contemptuousness. 

1625 F. Markham Bk. Hon. 1. vi. § 8 Riches rightly vsed, 
rather with a despisingnesse then a desire. 

Despite (d/spoi*t), sb. Forms: 3-5 despifc, 
(3-4 -yt, 4 despitt(e, -iit, -yt, -ijt, -i3t, -ithe), 
4-6 despyte, (5- -spy^te), 6-8 despight, 4- de- 
spite ; also 3-7 dis-, 3-6 dys- with same variants, 
6 Sc. dispyit. [ME. despit \ a. OF. despit (g.-Vde- 
spieit ), mod.F. dipit, =* OCat. despeit , Sp. despech& 9 
It. dispetto:—h. despedu-m («-stem) a looking down 
on, f. ppl. stem of despicere to look down on. De- 
spise. Down to 37th c. often spelt dis-, dys-, by 
confusion with words in the prefix des-, Dis-. The 
1 6th c. dis-, despight (cf. spight , Spite) was under 
the influence of sight , right , etc.] 

1 . The feeling or mental attitude of looking down 
upon or despising anything ; the display of this feel- 
ing; contempt, scorn, disdain. Obs. or arch. 

a 1300 Cursor M. 2037 (Cott.) If o ]>i fader J?ou haue de- 
spite [v. rr. -it, -ithe, -yte]. 1340 Apenb. 19 he o]>er bog bet 
comj? out of J?e stocke of prede zuo is onworpnesse (despit). 
1375 Barbour Bruce v. 46 Persey. .Wes in the castell. .Ful- 
fillit of dispit and pride. 138a Wyclif Rom, ix. 21 Power 
. .to make sothli o vessel in to honour, anothir forsothein 
to dispyt. c 1440 Jacob's Well (E. E. T. S.) 72 pe firste fote 
is dyspygte; pat is, in doyng no worschype to gode men 
dewly, but in dyspysing hem. 1483 Cath. Angl. 101 A Dis- 
pite, or a disspisynge, despeccio , contemptus. 1565 Sc. 
Meir. Ps. x. 5 He puffeth with despight. 1650 Jer. Taylor 
Holy Living (1727) 245 Liberality, .consists in the despite 
and neglect of money. 1651 Hobbes Leviath. iv. xlvi. 377 
Any Attribute, that is given in despight. <2x845 Longf. 
King Christian iv, Receive thy friend, who, scorning flight, 
Coes to meet danger with despite. 

f b. To hold or have in (J* to) despite : to hold in 
contempt ; to have or show contempt or scorn for. 

a 1300 Cursor M. 2610 (Cott.) Yone lasce. .als in despit sco 
haldes me. c 1386 Chaucer Metib. r 452 Perauenture Crist 
hath thee in despit, c 1400 Apol. Loll. 74 Scho . ; hap me to 
despit. 1483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 162/2 He had in despyte 
fader and moder. 1536 Pilgr. Perf. (W. de W. 1531) 122 b, 
The good man sholde haue them in despyte. .in comparyson 
of the thynges to come. 

f c. The object of contempt or scorn. Obs. 

a 1300 Cursor M. 18232 (Cott.) Skorning pou art o god 
angel, Despit [v. r. dis-] of al rightwis and lei. a 1340 Ham- 
pole Psalter cxviii. 22 Now til proude men and enuyouse i 
am despite and hethynge. 

2 . Action that shows contemptuous disregard ; 
contemptuous treatment or behaviour ; insulting 
action ; outrage, injury, contumely. To do despite 
to : to treat with injury and contumely ; to outrage. 

1297 R. Glouc. (1724) 464 Alle Jrnlke, J>at clerkes such 
despyt dude & wo. <2x300 Cursor M. 782$ (. Cott.) For to do 
him despitte or schame. £1340 Ibid. 6785 (Fairf.) To childer 
do ge na dispite, c 1385 Chaucer L. G. W. 1822 Lucretia, 
Whi hast thou don despit to Chivalrye, c 1400 Destr. Troy 
i37ooj>e schalke, that . . so dernely hym did dere & dispit. 
1535 Coverdale Lam. iii. 47 Feare and snare is come vpon 
vs, yee despite and destruccion. 1631 Weever Anc. Fun. 
Mon. 24 Loath he was that his dead bodie should either 
suffer despight, or receive fauour from his enemies. 167a 
Marvell Reh. Transp.l. 325 There is not one Person of 
the Trinity that he hath not done despight to. 1803 Wordsw. 
Sonn. Liberty l xviii, To work against themselves such fell 
despite. 1869 Freeman Norm. Conq. (1876) III. xiii. 3x9 
The despite done by him to the holy relics. 
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b. Disregard of opposition, defiance. Obs. 

1380-1601 [see 5 c]. 1638 Sir T. Herbert Trav. 93 

Chardges so furiously ana so close, that in despight he 
mounts the wail. 1706 E. Ward Hud. Rediv. II. vii, That 
all who see.. may triumph, in Despite to Rome. 1719 
Young Revenge iv. i. Wks. 1757 II. 170 What think you 
T was. .But doing right in stern despite to nature? 

3 ; (with//.) An act that shows contempt, hatred, 
malice, or spite; an outrage, a shameful injury. 

1297 R. Glouc. (1724) 547 The Londreis ther biuore a gret 
despit \vr03te To the quene. 1382 Wyclif Rom. i. 24 That 
thei ponysche with wrongis or dispitis [Vulg. contumeliis] 
her bodies. 1450-1530 Myrr. our Ladye 230 Herynge hys 
frende greued wyth repreues and dyspites. 1480 Caxton 
Cron. Eng. ccxxv. 230 Many harmes shames and despy tes 
they dyden vnto the Quene. 1523 Ld. Berners Froiss. I. 
cxlvi. 174 They of Calays hathe done hym suche contraryes 
and dispyghtes, 1654 Whitlock Zootomia 336, I think 
I could not do him. a greater Despite, than to bestow_a 
woman on him. 1748 Richardson Clarissa (1811) II. xii. 
76 My declared aversion, and the unfeigned despighrs I took 
all opportunities to do him. 1820 Wordsw. Sheep-washing , 
The turmoil that unites Clamour of boys with innocent 
despites Of barking dogs. 1870 Longf. tr. Dante's Inf. xiv. 
71 His own despites Are for his breast the fittest ornaments. 

4 . Indignation, anger, evil feeling, especially such 
as arises from offended pride, vexation, or annoy- 
ance. In later use, esp. The entertaining of a grudge, 
evil feeling with a desire to harm or vex; ill-will, 
aversion ; settled malice or hatred ; Spite. 

<71325 E. E. AUii. P. C. 50 What dowes me be dedayn, 
©]?er dispit make? 1375 B arbour Bruce n. 455 And for dispyte 
had drawandhing All theprisoneris. c 1386 Chaucer FrankL 
T. 667 Sith that maydens hadde such despit To ben defouled 
with mannes foul delit. c 1400 Destr. Troy 10684 [He] put 
hym of horse, With a spar of a speire in dispit felle. 1483 
Cath. A ngl. 98 A Despite, anersio. 1523 Ld. Berners Froiss. 
1 , xxv. 36 The kyng had great dispyte, that the duke shuld 
so dele with hym. 1548 Hall Chron. 202 b, After many 
greate woordes and crakes, .the Lorde Stafford . . in greate 
dispite departed with his whole compaignie, 1579 Tomson 
Calvin's Serm. Tint. 52/2 For they are at despite & fret, 
bicause they see God so against them. 1590 Spenser F. Q. 
I, i. 50 He thought have slaine her in his fierce despight. 
1598 Hakluyt Voy. I. 64 A man full of all malice and 
despight. 1603-21 Knolles Hist. Turks 1231 Two Monkes, 
whom the souldiors in despight cut into many pieces. 1697 
C less D'Aunoy's Trav. 1x706) 27 Don Lewis had a secret 
Despight, in comprehending the Marquess so well satisfied. 
1752 Hume Ess. % Treat. (1777) II. 4x8 Formed by the 
gods merely from despight to Prometheus. 1816 Scott 
Antiq. xxiv, He died soon after ..of pure despite and 
vexation. 1846 Trench Mirac. xix. {1862) 326 Wounded 
pride, disappointed malice, rancorous despite. 

5 . Phrase . In despite of . fa. In contempt or 
scorn of ; in contemptuous defiance of. Obs. De- 
parture in despite of the Court : see Departure 6 . 

[1292 Britton i. v. § x En despit et damage de nous et de 
noster poeple,] c 1290 Beket 1903 in S. Eng. Leg. I. 16 1 
peos j>reo bischopus . . to j?e kinge heo come . . And tolden 
.. hov in despit of him, he dude swuch luj?er dede. <71380 
Sir Ferumb . 5807-9 He .. ha J? now in dispyt of me My 
bysshop y-bete sore: And afterward, in pe dyspyt of 
crysst, Spet on b® fant 1494 Fabyan Chron. cxcviii. 205 
In dyrision and despyte of the Danys. 1548 Hall Chron . 
183 b, And sent all their heddes. .to be set upon poles, over 
the gate of the citie of Yorke in despite of them, and their 
lignage. c 159a Marlowe Massacr. Paris 1. vii, In despite of 
thy religion, The Duke of Guise stamps on thy lifeless bulk ! 
1628-1641 [see Departer 2 ; Departure 5 b]. <*1735 Ar- 

buthnot John Bull Swift’s Wks. 1751 VL 140 Let it never 
be said, that the famous John Bull has departed in despite 
©f court. 

tb. In anger or indignation at ; in punishment 
of. Obs. rare. 

[129* Britton n. xv. § 2 En despit de lour defaute. transl. 
By way of punishment for the default of the parties.] 1528 
Lyndesay Dreme 1100 In dispyit of his Lycherous leuyng, 
The Romanis wald be subiect to no kyng. 

f c. In open defiance of, in overt opposition to. 
Cf. 2 b. Obs. 

c 1380 Sir Ferumb. 2192 Now hab he my dore y-broke; 
ous alle in dispyte. £*1425 Wyntoun Cron, vm. xii. 67 
A gret ost . . in be north of Ingland past In dyspyt of bat 
Tyrand. 1601 Bp. W. Barlow Serm. Paules Crosse 40 To 
see Gods word aileadged in despight of Gods ordinance. 

d. Notwithstanding the opposition or adverse 
efforts of (a person). Now rare except with reflexive 
pronouns (in despite of himself etc.). 

1570-6 Lambarde Peramb. Kent {1826J 121 They [the 
Danes] landed in despight of the people. 1603 Knolles 
"■..Hist. Turks (1621) 1159 Collonitz in despight of the 
enemie, in safeties brought backe his souldiors. 1639 Fuller 
Holy War v. xii, (16 47} 250 At last this warre ended it self 
in despite of the Pope. 1820 Shelley To Mar. Gisborne 
318 We . . in despite of God and of the devil Will make our 
friendly philosophic revel Outlast the leafless time. 1876 
Ouida '■■Winter City vii 198 The lottery tries to allure m 
very despite of themselves the much wider multitude* 

e. Notwithstanding, in spite of (opposition, some 
opposing force). 

<11533 Ld. Berners Huon lii. 175 In dyspyte of his teth 
I wylTse my nece. 1598 Shaks. Merry W. v. v* 132 
A receiu’d beleefe, in despight of the teeth of all rime and 
reason, that they were Fairies. 1600 E. Blount tr. Cones- 
taggio 132 To assaile the entrie of the mouth of Lisbone, in 
despite of all the fortresses that were there, a 1631 Donne 
Poems (i6$o) 17 Love which in dispight of darkness brought 
tts hither. Should in dispight of light keep us together. 1664 
Butler Hud. u. i. 23 Some force whole Regions in despight 
O’ Geography to change their site. 1747 Carte Hist. Eng. 

I. Pref. 6 Learning . . cultivated by private persons in despight 
Of all difficulties. 1824 W. Irving T. Trav. I. 116 Seized 
my hand in despite of my efforts to the contrary. 1868 Miss 


Braddon Dead Sea Fr.l. i. 2 In despite of its solemn tran- 
quility, this Villebrumeuse is not a dreary dwelling-place. 

f. archaic const. In his, her , their, others' , one’s 
own despite : in the various preceding senses. 

1588 Shaks. Tit. A . 1. 361 What would you bury him in 
my despight. 1591 Spenser Daphn. 442 Why doo I longer 
live in lifes despight. ‘1 0.1600 Beggars D. of Bednall 
Green xxxiii. Thus was faire Bessey matched to the knight 
And then made a lady in others despite. 2682 Dryden 
Abs. ty A chit. 539 Born to be sav’d, even in their own 
despight. 1725 Pope Odyss. ix. 250 Some rustic wretch, 
who lived in heaven’s despight, Contemning laws, and 
trampling on the right. 1791 Cowper Odyss. in. 272 Much 
evil perpetrate in thy despight. 1794 Blake Songs Exper., 
Clod <(- Pebble, Love seeketh only self to please. .And builds 
a hell in heaven's despite. 1849 Sir J. Stephen Eccl. Blog. 
Pref. (1850)5, I am thus an author in my own despite. 1871 
Blackie Four Phases i. 127 Bearding two of the thirty 
tyrants, and pursuing quietly his labours of love in their 
despite. 

6. In later use often despite of (senses 5 d, e) ; 
■whence by further shortening Despite prep., rarely 
in despite (without of). 

c 1590 Marlowe Faust Wks. (Rtldg.) 123/2 If this Bruno 
..sit in Peters chair, despite of chance. 1655 Theophania 
181 Having, despight of all opposition, .forced their way 
through. 1820 Keats Hyperion 1. 226 His V oice. leapt out, 
despite of godlike curb. 1847 Mrs. A. Kerr Hist. Servia 
420 Despite of her favouring his opponents, the guard of 
honour had been taken from her also. x868 Morris Earthly 
Par. II. 92 Flushed and joyful in despite her fear. 

Despite (cUsport), v. Obs. ox arch. [a. OF. 
despite-r ( 1 3th c. ), mod.F. dipiter, app. f. despit , 
dipit Despite sb. Cf. Cat. despit ar, Pr. despeytar, 
- pechar , Sp. despechar, It dispettare, which may 
directly represent L. despectare , freq. of despicire to 
look down on, Despise.] 

1 . irons. To express or show contempt for, treat 
with contempt, set at nought ; to do despite to. 

1375 Barbour Bruce iv. 596 Ynglis men. That dyspitit, 
atour all thing, Robert the bruce. 2481 Caxton Godfrey 
cliii. 227 They blamed and Iniured our barons, And de- 
spyted them and alle thoost. 1594 Drayton Idea 527 Reason 
. . Despiteth love, and laugheth at her Folly. 1614 T. Adams 
Devils Banquet 181 And despiteth, which is more than 
despiseth the spirit., of grace, a 2619 Fotherby Aiheom. 
1. iv. § 1 (1622) 20 Who . . both despise the Temples, and 
despite the gods. 2652 Cotterell Cassandra vi. (2676) 555 
Have you let ’scape an enemy who despites you? 1828 
Landor Wks. (1868) I. 353/2 The great founder of Rome .. 
slew his brother for despiting the weakness of his walls. 
2869 Spurgeon Treas. Dav. Ps. iv. 4 One reason why men 
are so mad as to despite Christ, 
tb. with inf. Obs. 

2596 Dalrymplk tr. Leslie's Hist. Scotl.m. xxvii, A certane 
noble man dispytes to hear that edicte. 
f 2. To vex or provoke to anger ; to spite. Obs. 
2530 Palsgr. 520/2 , 1 dispyte a person, I set hym at naught, 
or provoke hym to anger, Je despite. .It dispy teth me to se 
his facyons. 1586 T. IB. La Primaud . Fr. Acad. 670 
Whose sonne he had murdered, and abused his wife to 
despite hi in therewith. 2586 A. Day Eng. Secretary H. 
(1625) 49 It is not the shew you beare, but the pride where- 
with you are carried that despiteth me. 1599 Shaks. Much 
Ado 11. ih 31 Onely to despight them, I will endeauour any 
thing. 2655 Fuller Ch. Hist. m. vi. § 43 A vexatious deed, 
meerly to despight them. 2658 Whole Duty Many. § 13 
We bring . . a train of his enemies to provoke and despite him. 
+ 3 . intr. To show despite, contempt, or ill- 
will. Obs . 

2530 Palsgr. 520/2 You neuer sawe man dispyte agaynst 
an other on that facyon. 2627 Lisander $ Cal. ix, 18$ 
Lisander despiting at Lidian’s long resistance, gave him 
so violent a thrust. 1736 Franklin Poor Richard's Aim. 
Wks. (1887) 1 . 46% note. These ill-willers of mine, despited at 
the great reputation I gained. 

Despite (di'spoi-t), prep. [Shortened from 
despite of \ orig. in despite of: see Despite sb. 6.] 
In spite of. 

2593 Shaks. 2 Hen. VI, 1. i. 179 Or thou, or I Somerset 
will be Protectors, Despite Duke Humfrey, or the Cardinall. 
2602 Marston Antonio's Rev. iv. v. Wks. 1856 I. 230 Man 
will breake out, despight philosophie. 1613 Heywood Stlv. 
Age m. Wks. 1874 III. 259 IPe . . Ransaeke the pallace 
where grim Pluto reignes. . Despight his/blacke guard. 2810 
Scott Lady of L. 11. xxxii, I love him still, despite my 
wrongs. 2876 Miss Braddon J. Haggards Dau. II, 25 
The attraction that draws me to her despite myself. 

Despiteful (d&portful), a. [f. Despite sb. + 
-pul.] Full of or abounding in despite. 
tL Contemptuous; insulting, opprobrious. Obs. 

C2450 Lonelich Grail xxxv ii. 185 Ha, dispitful Creature 
.. Vnhappy a^ens al good aventure. 2533 More Answ. 
PoysonedBk. Wks. 1038/2 Whoso dishonor god in one place 
with occasion of a false fayth . . all honours that hedooeth hym 
anye where beside, is odious and dispightefull, and rejected 
of god. 2549 Coverdale Erasm. Par. 2 Pet. iv. 24 In the 
myddes of your dispightfull handlinge, the glorious spirite 
of god is kyndled againe in you. 1611 Speed Hist. Gt. Brit. 
Vi, xxix. (1632) 225 They slew them, and left their bodies to 
despightfull ignominy. 1676 Bp. Guthrie in Burton's Diary 
(1828; III. 90 note, Having prefaced awhile with despightful 
exclamations, ‘a pape l a pape ! Antichrist 1 pull hid down V 
threw the stools they sat on at the preachers. 

2 . Cruel, fierce ; cherishing ill-will ; malignant, 
malicious; spiteful. 

c 1470 Henry Wallace 1. 207 The constable a felloun man 
of wer .. Selbye he hecht, dispitfull and owtrage. 2500-20 
Dunbar Poems xx. 45 And be no wayis dispytfull to the 
peure. 2558 Knox First Blast (Arb.) 9, I shaibe called 
ibolishe, curious, despiteful!, and a sower of sedition. *570 
Levins Manip . 187 Dispiteful, inuidiosus. 2600 Shaks. 
A. Y. L. v. it. 86 It is my studie To seeme despightfull and 


vngentle to you. 1663 Butler Hud. 1. in. 662 This.. 
Inflamed him with despightful Ire. 1667 Milton P. L.x.x 
Thehainous and despightfull act Of Satan done in Paradise. 
1748 Thomson Cast. Indol. 11. lxxviii, The other was a fell 
despightful fiend. 2852 Kingsley Poems , Andromeda 125 
False and devouring thou art, and the great world dark and 
despiteful. 

Despi*tefally, adv. [f. prec. + -ly 2 .] In a 
despiteful maimer. 

1 . Contemptuously, opprobriously, insolently, 
shamefully, arch. 

1535 Coverdale Job xvi. 10 They haue . smytten me vpon 
the cheke despitefully. 1552 Huloet, Despitefully, con . 
temptim , opprobriose. 2622 Bible Matt . v. 44 Pray for 
them which despitefully vse you, and persecute you. 2614 
Raleigh Hist. World u. 335 The bodies of Saul and his 
sonnes: which hung despightfully over the Walls of Beth- 
san. 2694 F. Bragge Disc. Parables v. 197 Using those 
spiritual persons contumeliotisly and despitefully. 2872 
Yeats Growth. Comm. 260 Members of the reformed faith, 
to use whom despitefully was thought to be doing God 
a service. 

2 . Angrily, maliciously, cruelly ; with malicious 
cruelty or ill-will ; spitefully. 

£•1470 Henry Wallace 11. 193 My faithful! fadyrdispitfully 
thai slew. 1487 Barbour's Bruce xi, 608 tCamb. MS.) Full 
dyspitfully [Edinb. MS. dispitously] Thair fais demanit 
thaim rycht stratly. 2678 Wanlf.y Wond. Lit. World v. 
ii. § 68. 471/2 His beautiful Empress, whom a young Bur- 
gundian had most despitefully mangled, cutting off both 
her Nose and Ears. 

Despi tefulness. [f- as prec. + -kebs.] The 
quality of being despiteful ; contemptuousness, 
malicious feeling or action, cruelty. 

1535 Coverdale Ps. cxxii[i]. 4 Oure soule is fylkd . . with 
the despitetulnesseof the proud. - — Esther i, 18 Thus shall 
there aryse despy tefulnes and wrath ynough. 2621 Bible 
Wisd. ii. 19 Let vs examine him with despkefulnesse and 
torrture. 2633 G. H erbert Temple , Sacrifice xxii, The Jews 
accuse me with despitefulnes.se. 

Despi'tely, adv. Ill 7 despightly. [f. * despite 
adj. ( =- OF. despit angry, despitelul) + -ly -.] 
Despitefully. 

1629 Denison Heavenly Banq. i. 6 When the Lord of 
glory, .was despightly appreliended. 

Despite OUS (despi'tzss), a. Forms : 5 dispi- 
teous, -pyteous,5~6 despituous, 5-7 dispiteous, 
6 dispit-, -pytuous, -pighteous, despyteous, 
6~ despiteous. [Late ME. variant of Destitous, 
from its spelling specially associated with piteous 
(f pituous), and so giving rise to a differentiated 
form, Dispiteous.] 

1 . orig. =Despitous: full of despite, contempt, 
or ill-will ; contemptuous, opprobrious, arch. 

24.. Chaucer's Knits T. pip (Hart. MS. a 1425) A proud 
dispitious man. [6 texts des-, dispitous,] 1483 Caxton Gold. 
Leg. 14/2 peryrions despituous. 2495 'Treviso's Barth. De 
P. R. vi. xi.(W.deW.) 196 Prowde and stouteand dyspiteous, 
2529 More Supplic . Soulys Wks. 289/1 Despyteous and de- 
spiteful persone. 1529 — Dyaloge iv. ibid. 258/1 Now is it 
to pyghteouse a sight to se the dispytuous dispyghtes done 
there.. to god and al good men. 2532 — Confut. 7'indale 
ibid. 354/2 Tindalles develishe prowde dispituouse hearte. 
1548 Udall etc. Erasm . Par. Luke xx. 11 With much 
despiteous language. 2622 Bp. Mountagu Diatribes 4x2 
A rayling and despigbteous speech of Scaliger. 1888 Morris 
Dream of John Ball i v. 30 The proud, despiteous rich man. 
b. ( erroneous .) 

2623 Cockeram, Despituous , contemptible, vile. 

2 . Spiteful, malevolent, cruel ; passing gradually 
into the sense : Pitiless, merciless, Dispiteous. 

c 1510 More Pints Wks. 25 To thy moste vtter dispiteous 
enemies. 2513 — in Grafton Citron. II, 758 He was close 
and secret .. despiteous & cruell. 2520 Caxton's Chron. 
Eng. v. 47 b/2 They shall,. put them to dyspyteous dethe 
[2480 dyspitous deth], 2549 Chaloner tr. Erasm. MorUx 
Enc. Pijb, Warre is so cruel! and despiteous a thyng. 
a 1557 Mrs. M. Basset More's Treat. Passion Wks. 
1372/2 The dyspighteous and horrible encle of Judas. 
2568 C. Watson Tolyb. 92 b, The Carthaginenses haying 
knowledge of the Crueltie shewed to their citizens . .bewailed 
the despituous death ^ and cruel torments they sustained. 
2595 Shaks. John iv. i. 34 Turning dispitious torture out of 
doore? 2596 Spenser F. Q. i. ii. 15 Spurring so hote with 
rage dispiteous, 2600 Holland Livy xxvni. xx. 683 b, For 
very despiteous anger and deepe hatred, . [19th c. see. 
Dispiteous.] 

Desprteously, tzdv. [f. prec, + -LY-.] In a 
despiteous manner, with despite ; a. Contemptu- 
ously; insultingly, b. With bitter ill-will or enmity ; 
spitefully, cruelly, pitilessly, mercilessly,';"' . 

[r 1400 (MS, ^. 2450) Destr. ■ Troy 4744 'Fhe grekes. .With 
speris full dispitiously spurnit at the yates.] c 2450 Merlin 
257 Eche of hem hurte and wounded other dispiteously. 
2500-20 Dunbar ‘ A mang ther freiris ’ 29 Thai',. Dispitu- 
ouslie syne did him smyt. ' 2529 More Comf agst. Trib. 1. 
Wks. 1164/2 'That so dispiteous! y put hym to hys payne. 
1563 Sackvh.le Compl. Dk. Buckhm. xxvi, Howe 'Lord 
Hastings ... Dispiteously was murdered' and opprest. 2622 
Speed Hist, Gt. Brit. ix. viii. {26321 561 Whom he had 
caused to 'bee dispiteously dragged at horse-heeles, a 2642; 
Bp. Mountagu Acts <5* Mon. (1642) 26 The Devil!, out of 
malice and envie, had despiteously empoysoned all mankind. 
2808 Scott Marm . v. xxi, Lord Marmion said, despiteously, 
2885 Sat. Rev. 18 July 87 We should be sorry to be thought 
to write despiteously of Sir 1 Philip Perring. 
tDesjjrter. Obs. [f. Despite v. + -eb 1 : cf. 
OF. despiteuri ] One who treats with contempt or 
contemptuously defies* 

160 % Deacon & Walker Spirits «$■ Divels 8 Pneumato 
machus is as much to say, as : -a despiter of spirits, 1640 
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DESPONDENCY. 


DESPXTING. 

A. Harsnet God’s Summ. 198 Despisers and. Despighters of 
the Spirit of Grace. 

Bespitesoun, -usioun, var. of Disputisoun, 
Obs., disputation. 

Bespitiency, var. of Despiciency. 
Bespitting, vbl. sb. [f. Despite v . + -ingL] 
The action oi the vb. Despite; a doing despite 
to ; entertaining a grudge. 

a 1529 Skelton Poems agst. Garnesche in. 1x4 Your dyrty 
endytyng, And your spyghtfull despyghtyng. 1529 More 
Dyaloge 11. Wks. i98/x it is not of worshipping, but dispityng 
and disworshipping of saintes. 1677 Gilpin Demono l. (1867) 
199 The despiting and discrediting of truth. 

+ Despitous, Obs. Forms: 4-7 despitous ; 
4-5 des-, dis-, dys-pitous, -pytous, -pitus, 
-petous, -pytws, -pytuws. [ME. a. AF. despi- 
tous *= OF. despit os, despiteus (mod.F. dipiteux) , f. 
despit Despite sb. : see -ous. After 1400 asso- 
ciated with piteous , + pituous, and spelt -uous, 
-ious, - eous : see Despiteous. Originally stressed 
on last or first syllable ; subsequently on second.] 

1 . orig. Full of despite ; exhibiting contempt or 
haughtiness ; hence, insulting, vexing. 

a 1340 Ham pole Psalter Comm. Cant. 5x7 J>ai )?at ere 
proude and despitus. 1375 Barbour Bruce 1. 196 Sa hawtane 
and dispitous. £1386 Chaucer Prol. 516 (Had.) He was to 
senful man nought dispitous [6 texts He was nat to synful 
men despitous] Ne of his speche daungerous ne digne. 
— Pars. T. 1*321 Despitous is he J?at hah desdayn of his 
neighebour. 1387 Trevisa Higden (Rollsi I. 241 Meny 
dispitous worde \j utilise contumelise\ 1494 Fabyan Chrou. 
vn. 410 The prouocacyon&dispytous worries of y e Frenshmen. 

2 . Cruel ; exhibiting ill-will, or bitter enmity, 
malevolent. 

c 1340 Cursor M. 23235 Mony harde & dispitous dynt shul 
j?e wrecches here hynt. c 1374 Chaucer Troy Ins in. 1409 
(1458) Dispitous day J?yn be he pyne of helle ! c 1400 Rom. 
Rose 2212 Keye was. . Of word dispitous and cruelle. c 1400 
JDestr. Troy 6494 Two speirus full dispitus he sparetto cast. 
14. . Hoccleve Compl. Virgin 131 His despitous deeth with 
me compleyne. 1567 Turberv. Ovid's Ep. 68 Then.. with 
dispitous nayles I rent ray face. 1571 Campion Hist. Irel \ 
n. ix, (1633) 120 Except that one despitous murtber at Tar- 
taine._ 1578 T. Proctor in Heliconia 1 . 99, I sterve through 
thy dispitous fault, 
b. transf. Violent. 

c 1430 Loneuch Grail xii. 356 Vndir wheche sate ran 
there Ryht a wondir dyspetous ryvere. 

f Despitously, arfv. Obs. [f. prec. + -ly -'.] 
In a 1 despitous ’ manner, with despite. 

1 . Contemptuously, scornfully, despitefully; hence, 
shamefully, ignominiously. 

cx 320 R. Brunne Medit. 615 Some dispoyle hym oute 
dyspetusly. c 1340 Cursor M. 16951 (Trin.) He. .Dispitusly 
[earlier texts vili, vilelik] for vs was lad buffeted & beten 
sare. c 1380 Sir Ferunib. 173 Myn enyrnys Despyseh me 
her dispytously. c 1400 De'str. Troy 3889 Ector.. spake 
neuer dispituosly, ne spiset no man. 1523 Q. Marg. in 
M. A. JE. Wood Lett. R. Illust. Ladies 1 . 285 They 
speak right plainly & dyspytwsly. 

2 . Angrily, sharply; cruelly, maliciously; vio- 
lently. 

C1340 Cursor M. 5082 (Trin.] pe coupe in to 5oure secke 
put I And pursewed 30U dispitously [Gd'tt. And presuned 
50U ful spitusly]. C1350 Will. Palertte 1137 [He] him told 
how despitously he duk of pat dede him warned. 1375 
Barbour Bruce n. 137 He that him in ghemsell had, Than 
warnyt hym dispitously. c 1374 Chaucer Troylus v. 1806 
(1818) Dispitously hym slough the filers Achille. C1386 — 
Reeve's T. 354 By the throte-bolle he caught Aleyn, And he 
hent him dispitously ageyn. 1398 Trevisa Barth, de P. R. 
xiii. viii.'Tollem. MS.), pe ryuer aros with so gret strenghe 
and violence, hat he all to-brake dispitously he brigge. 1480 
Caxton Chron. Eng. 2 He spak unto hem of theyr wyk- 
kednesse and despitously hem reproued. a 1500 Orol. Sap . 
in Anglia X. 338 Takynge me despiteslye & byndynge 
cruelye. 

Bespituous, obs. form of Despiteous. 
Desplay, obs. form of Display. 

Besplesance, var. of Displeasance, Obs. 
Despoil ' dfsporl), sb. [ME. a. OF. despoille , 
-pueille ( == Pr. despuelha), verbal sb. from despoi/lier: 
see next] 

1 . The action of despoiling ; plundering, robbery. 
arch. 

1483 Caxton Gold. Leg 24 V2 Stronge in his despoylle.. 
wei armed in the batayll. <*1530 Wolsey to Hen. VIII 
(in Athenaeum 12 Sept. 1840b My houses be, — by the over- 
sight, dispoil, and euill behaviour of such as I did trust,— 
in ruyn and decaye. 1590 Greene Neuer too late (1600 57 
Thou hast bad my despoyle. 1807 Wordsw. White Doe 
vn. 18 ’Tis done despoil and desolation O’er Rylstone’s 
fair domain have blown, 
f 2 . concr. Plunder, booty. Spoil. Obs. 

1474 Caxton Ckesse n. iv. Cvij, So shold the dlspoyle and 
botye be comune vnto them. 1481 — Godfrey zg6 Euery 
man laden and charged with despoylles. 1552 Huloet, 
Despoyle, spolinm, trophenm. 16x9 Time's Storehouse 55 
(L.) Hercules, .covered with the despoyle of a lyon. 

3 . (See quot.) 

1352 Huloet, Despoyle, or place where mischiefe or 
robberye is done, dispoliabulum. 

Despoil (dispoi-1), v. Forms : 3-4 despuilefn, 
3-7 despoile, -oyle, 6 7 despoyl, 6- despoil; 
also 4 des-, dispoyly, dispuile, -uyle, 4-5 dys- 
poyle, 4-7 dispoile, -oyle, 5 des-, dis-, dys- 
poille, -oylle, dispole, disspoylle, 6-7 dispoil ; 
Sc. 4-5 dispute, -puil;©. [ME, despuilen y 


spoile-n , a. OF. despuillier, - oillier , -oilier (mod. 
F. dipouillef) ~ Pr. despolhar , Cat. despullar, Sp. 
despojar , It. dispogliare L. despoliare to plunder, 
rob, despoil, f. De- I. 3 + spoliare to strip of 
clothing, rob, spoil. Formerly spelt dis- by con- 
fusion with words in des- from DlS- prefix.] 

1 . tram . To strip of possessions by violence ; to 
plunder, rob, Spoil : a. a person. 

1297 R. Glouc. (1724) 212 pe ohere after vaste, And slowe 
& despoylede, and to grounde hem caste. 1340 Ayenb. 43 
pe uerste [zenne] is couaytise uor to wynne and uor to 
dispoyly his uelase. 1393 Langl. P. PI. C. xiv. 58 Robbours 
and reuers put riche men dispoilen. 1484 Caxton Fables of 
Msop 1. iv, The euylle hongry peple which, .robben and 
despoillen the poure folke. 1529 More Dyaloge 1. Wks. 
153/2 The Bbrues well dispoile the Egypcyens. 2793 Southey 
Joan of Arc m. 176 We are not yet So utterly despoil’d but 
we can spread The friendly board. 2871 Freeman Norm . 
Cong. (1876) IV. xvii. 36 To despoil those whom theConqueror 
himself had spared. 

b. a place ; also transf. and fig. 

1375 Barbour Bruce xiii. 502 Qwhen the feld . . Wes dis- 
pul^eit, and left all bair. 1393 Gower Conf. III. 371 Des- 
puiled is the somer fare. £1400 Maundev, (1839) x. 114 
Oure Lord descended to Helle A despoyied it. x6oi Weever 
Mirr. Mart. F ij, Enuie. .Despoil’s his name and robs him 
of his merits. 1840 Dickens Bam. Radge xvi, The coach 
. . despoiled by highway-men. 1845 Stephen Laws Etig. 
(1874) II. 219 Though guilty in general of waste, if hedespoils 
the freehold. 1873 Dixon Two Queens IV. xxii. viii. 2x3 
Wolsey had set the fashion of despoiling and suppressing 
convents. 

2 . To strip or deprive (a person, etc.) violently i?/ - 
(some possession) ; to rob : a. of arms, clothes, or 
something material ; also transf. 

cx 300 K. Alls. 4028 That he a knyght of Grece slowgh, 
And dispoyled him of his armes. . ^1386 Chaucer Pars. T. 
F 591 He was despoyied of al that he hadde in this lyf, and 
that nas but his clothis. c 1470 Henry Wallace xi. 1396 
Bot than he was dispuil3eit off his weid. xfioo Fairfax 
Tasso xiii. 1. 244 An others hands Of these her plants the 
wood dispoilen shall. 1603 Knolles Hist. Turks (1638) 
309 Theeues . . dispoiling him of his appai ell. 1614 Raleigh 
Hist. World n. 450 Athalia being thus dispoyled of 
her Son. 1659 B. Harris Parivais Iron Age 172 The 
Swedes, being ... despoiled of the Isle of Usedon. 1693 Wood- 
ward Nat. Hist. Earth v. (1723’' 257. These formed Stones 
being by this Means despoil’d of their Shells. 1775 John- 
son Lett, to Mrs . 'Thrale 12 May, You talked of despoiling 
his book of the fine print. 1776 Gibbon Decl. <$• F. I. xvii. 
440 The cities of Greece and Asia were despoiled of their 
most valuable ornaments.^ 1870 Bryant Iliad I. iv. 132 He 
could not despoil The slain man of his armor, 
b. 0/* things immaterial; alsoyfg. 
c 1400 Maundev. (Roxb.) xxxii. 145 We bene in peess, of }?e 
whilk ]>ou will now dispoile vs. 158X J. Bell Haddon's 
Answ. Osor. 212 b, We do not despoyle will of her libertye. 
iS93 Shaks. 2 Hen. VI, H. iii. 10 Despoyied of your 
Honor. 1667 Milton P. L. ix. 41 x Despoild of Innocence, 
of Faith, of Bliss. 1878 B. Taylor Deukalion 1. iii. 30 
They, .despoiled thy head Of separate honor. 

^ 3 . spec. To strip of clothes, to disrobe : a. orig. 
as an act of violence, spoliation, or robbery. Obs. 

a 1223 Ancr. R. 260 Vor steorc naked he was despuiled 
ot$e rode, c 1380 Sir Ferumb. 3031 To Gy tok he bat cors: 

‘ DIspoille bis body ’, ban gan he saye; ‘ Sc arms be on ys 
wede ’. 1483 Caxton Chas. Gt. 88 Take these frensshe men 
and despoyle them. 

f b. without the notion of spoliation : To un- 
dress ; to strip of armour, vestments, etc. Obs. 

c 1340 Gaw. Gr. Knt. 860 J>er he watz dispoyled, wyth 
specnez of myerbe, pe burn of his bruny, & of his bry^t 
wedez. c 1386 Chaucer Clerk's T. 3x8 He bad That 
wommen scnuld despoiien hir right there. ^ c 1450 Merlin 
463 Thei made dispoile the quene to go to hir bedde". 1325 
Ld. Berners Froiss. II. ccxlv. [ccxli.] 753 Before the aulter 
ther he was dispoyled out of all his vestures of estate. 1340 
Surrey Poems, Prisoner in Windsor 13 Despoiled for the 
game. 1561 Norton & Sackv. Gorboduc iv. ii. 1x847V 142 
We..Dispoyled streight his brest, and all we might, Wyped 
in vaine, with napkyns next at hande. 1700 Dryden 
Palamon % Arc. m, 725 The surgeons soon despoiled them 
of their arms, And some with salves they cure, and some 
with charms. 

f c. ref. To disrobe or undress oneself put off 
one’s clothes. Obs. 

1388 Wyclif i Sam. xviii. 4 Jonathas dispuylide him silf 
fro the coote. 1470-83 Malory Arthur vn. xii, Pryuely she 
dispoylled her & leid her doune by hym. c 1477 Caxton 
Jason 106 Dispoylle you and entre in to this bathe. 1483 
— Gold. Leg. 85 h/x He dyspoylled and unclad hym and gaf 
hys clotbys unto the bochyers. 

f d. To take ^(clothes). Obs. 

1483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 62 b/! Moyses toke Aaron upon 
the hy He & despoylled of his vesture. — Esope 2 b, The 
lord commaunded to despoylle and take of his clothes. 

fe. with double obj. : To strip (a person) of 
(clothes). Obs. 

1632 Sir T. Hawkins tr. Maihieu's Vnhappy Prosp. 1 
When the play is ended .. they are dispoyled the gawdy 
garments of the personage represented. 

^ 4 . To strip of worth, value, or use; to render 
useless, mar, destroy; to Spoil. Obs. 

? a 1400 Morte Arth. 4127 Paynymes . , With speres diss- 
petousely disspoylles our knyghttes. c 1539 Plnmpion 
Corr. 235 A action of trespas against . . Robart Oliver for 
dispoyling my gras. 1683 [see Depoiled]. 
f 5 . To make a spoil of (goods, etc.) ; to carry 
off by violence, rob, plunder. Obs. 

1483 Caxton Cato Biij, To dyspoyle and rauisshe hys 
neyghbours goodes. 1604 R. Cawdrey Table Alp h., Dis- 
poyle , take away by violence. 


f b. To remove forcibly, take away. Obs. 

axe, 33 Ld. Berners Gold. Bk. M. Aurel. (1546) K ij, It is 
necessary to dlspoyle the opilacions and leattes of the 
stomake. 

Hence Despoiled, Despoiling ppl. adjs. 

1370-6 Lambarde Peramb. Kent (1826) 146 A poore, 
private, and despoiled person. 1685 Travestin Siege New- 
heusel 43 The besieged . .again put in order the late dispoiled 
Battery. 1849 Macaulay Hist. Eng. II. 130 Despoiled 
proprietors, 1839 C. Barker Associative Princ. i. 17 The 
despoiling hands of the first reformers. 

Despoiler (d/sporbi). [f. Despoil v. + -erI. 
Cf. OF. despoil ieuri] One who despoils ; a plun- 
derer, spoiler. 

1467 E. E. Gilds 389 Pillours, Robbers, dispoylers. 
1592 Wyrley A rtnorie 151 Dispoiler of my worldly pleas- 
aunce. 1611 Speed Hist. Gt. Brit. ix. ii. § 57, I.. forbid 
that the Body of my dispoiler, be covered in my Earth. 
s8x2 Byron Ch. Har. 11. lxxvi, They, may lay your proud 
despoilers low. 1848 Macaulay Hist. Eng. I. 186 The 
despoilers and the despoiled had for the most part been 
rebels alike. 1853 Singleton Virgil II. 418 A less merciful 
despoiler of floral beauties. 

Despoiling (d/spoidig), vbl. sb. [f. as prec. + 
-ING j.j 

1. The action of the verb Despoil ; robbing. 

1332 Huloet, Despoylinge, despoliatio , spoliatio. 1793 
Burke Co?m. (1844) IV. 143 The despoiling a minister of 
religion. 

f 2, Spoil, plunder ; esp,, the arms or clothes of 
an enemy, the skin of a beast. 

c 1374 Chaucer Boeth. iv. met. vii. 147 He rafte ]>e de- 
spoylynge fro J? e cruel lyoun, J?at is to seyne he slou3 fe 
lyoun and rafte hym hys skyn. 

Despoilment (dzspoiiment). [f. Despoil v. 
+ -ment. Cf. OF. despoil lenient, mod.F. dipouille- 
ment. ] The action of despoiling or fact of being 
despoiled; spoliation. 

1822 Moir Stanzas on Infant i, As yet by Earth’s de- 
spoilment undefaced. 1839 Ld. Broughton Italy II. xii. 4 
The first despoilment is . . to be attributed to the piety or 
rapacity of Stilicho. 1873 L. Wallace Fair God vu. xiv. 
541 The city, beautiful in its despoilment. 

t Eespo'liate, V. Obs. [f. ppl. stem of L. de- 
spoliare to Despoil.] = Despoil v. 

1620 Vennf ; r Via Recta ii. 40 It doth . . enfeeble and dis- 
poliate [the liver] of it’s sanguifying facultie. 1656 Blount 
Glossogr., Despoliate , to spoil, rob, or pil. 

Despoliation. (dzsp^uli^i-Jsn ). [ad. L. despo- 
lidtion-em , n. of action from despoliare to Despoil.] 
The action of despoiling ; despoilment. 

1637 Phillips, Despoliation, a robbing or spoiling. .1830 
J. G. Strutt Sylva Brit. 136 The Wallace Oak seems 
destined . . to share their fate of despoliation. 1894 J. Batten 
Hist. Coll. S. Somerset xxo The despoliation of alien priories 
in the time of Henry V. 

Despond (dfspf?*nd), vf [ad. L. desponde-re 
to give up, yield, resign, despondere animum , later 
simply despondere to lose heart, despond ; f. De- 
I. 2 b + spondere to promise. The form follows 
respond which came through French.] 

intr. To lose heart or resolution ; to become de- 
pressed or dejected in mind by loss of confidence 
or hope. (Distinguished from despair as not ex- 
pressing entire hopelessness.) Sometimes with of 
(cf. to despair of). 

1653 Cromwell Speech to Parlt. 22 Jan., I did not at all 
despond but the stop put upon you .. would have made 
way fora blessing from God. 1656 Blount Glossogr., Des- 
pond.. also to fail in courage or despair. Lord Protectors 
Speech. 1696 Tate & Brady Ps. cxxvi. 6 Though he de- 
spond that sows the grain. 1697 Dryden Virg. Georg, in. 
8x9 The Learned Leaches, .shake their Heads, desponding 
of their Art. 1763 H. Walpole Otranto v. 1x798) 79 , 1 thought 
it right not to let my young lady despond. 1833 Macaulay 
Hist. Eng. III. 686 The friends of the government de- 
sponded, and the chiefs of the opposition were sanguine. 
x86o Lit. Churchman VI. 222/1 Are we, then, to despond 
of the victory ? 

f Bespp*nd, vP Obs.~~ 0 [f. L. despondere (see 

prec.) in sense ‘ to promise in marriage, betroth, 
engage \] (See quot. Perh. never used in Eng.). 

1636 Blount Glossogr., Despond, to betroth or promise in 
marriage. Ibid., Despondency, a promise in marriage. 

Despond (d/sp*rnd), sb. arch. Also 7 dis-. [f. 
Desponds?. 1 ] The act of desponding; despondency, 

1678 Bunyan Pilgr. 1. 12 This Miry slough . . called the 
Slough of Dispond [called p. 10 Slough of Dispondency]. 
1684 Ibid. n. 21 But when Christiana came up to the Slow 
of Despond, she began to be at a stand. Ibid. 11. 200 Our 
Disponds, and slavish Fears. 

Despondence (dfsp^-ndens). [f. L. despon- 
dere , pr. pple. despondent-em : see -ENCE.] The 
action of desponding; also (less correctly) = De- 
spondency. 

1676 Hale Contempt. I. Of Afflictions (R.), Bear up 
thyself, .from fainting and despondence. 1708 Brit. Apollo 
No. 76. i/x Affront him not . . by a Despondence of his 
Mercy. 1794 Godwin Cal. Willicans 269 My fits of 
despondence. 1832 Lytton Eugene A. n. i. Feelings which 
forbid despondence. 18^5 Ld. Campbell Chancellors (1857) 
IV. lxxvi. 34 Instead of indulging in despondence .. he em- 
ployed his time with well-directed industry. 

Despondency 1 (d/sp^ ndensik Also 7 dis-. 
[f. as prec. + -enoy.] The state or condition of 
being despondent ; depression or dejection of spirits 
through loss of resolution or hope. 

1653 H. More Conject. Cabbal. (1662) i6x Anger, Zeal, 


BESPO^BE^T, 


Indignation . . Despondency, Triumph or Gloriatlon. 2656 
Artif. Handsom. (1662) 76 Religion is no friend.. to supine 
and sottish despondencies of mind. 2684. Bunyan Pilgr. n. 
161 They fell to demolishing Doubting-Castle . . and in it 
they found one Mr. Dispondencie. .and one Much-afraid his 
Daughter. 1748 Anson's Voy. 1. ii. 16 The peevishness and 
despondency which., contrary winds, and a lingring voyage 
..create. 1858 Thirl wall Greece IV. xxxiv. 326 ^The^ de- 
spondency wi h which the Greeks viewed the situation. 
1866 Geo. Eliot F. Plait I. iv. 94 In a tone of despondency. 
Despo’ndency K Ok.- 0 See Despond vA 
Despondent (disp^ndent), a. and sb. [ad. L. 
despmdent-em, pr. pple, of despondere to Despond : 
see -ent.] 

1. Characterized by loss of heart or resolution ; 
labouring under mental depression ; desponding. 

<21699 W. Bates Fear of God xv. (K,\, For a despondent 
sinner to think . . that God will triumph in the mere torments 
of his creatures .. is a sin equal to atheism, 1730-46 
Thomson A ntnmn 980 Congregated thrushes. . now shiver- 
ing sit On the dead tree, a dull despondent flock. 2800 
Mrs. Hervey Mourtray Fam. I. 272 She sat despondent, 
lamenting her own extravagance. 1849 Grote Greece xi. 
xlii. V. 215 Many., chiefs were not merely apathetic but 
despondent in the cause. 

2, Of or belonging to despondency. 

1844 Dickens Chimes. ii, He then made a despondent 
gesture with both hands. 2888 Miss Braddon Fatal Three 
1. v, He sat in a despondent attitude. 

B , sb. One who desponds. 

2812 Southey in Q. Rev. VIII. 3(7 A war which, .the de- 
spondents have pronounced hopeless, a 1845 Mrs. Bray 
Warleigh xxxl (1884) 242, I am no despondent. 

Despondently, adv. [f. prec. + -ly 2 .] In 
a despondent manner or state. 
a 1677 Barrow Serm. I. ix. 112 (R. Supp.) St. Chrysostom 
, , thus despondently concludes. 179s Ld. Auckland Corr. 
III. 281, I was thought . . to have talked too despondently. 
2881 Miss Braddon Asph. II. 117 Edgar consented to be 
led despondently back to the house. 

Desponder td^sp^mdoi). rtire . [f. Despond^. 1 
+ -er 1 . j One who desponds. 

2689 Evelyn Menu (1857) II* 288 More could scarce be 
said to encourage desponaers. 2737 Swift Prop. Badges 
Begg. Wks. 1762 III, 344, I am a desponder in my nature. 

Bespo*nding, vbl sb. [f. as prec. + -ino 1 .] 
The action of the verb Despond, q.v, 

1818 Blackw . Mag. IV. 1 The. .gloomy despondings, which 
deform and darken the native majesty of Byron. 
Desp0*n&isig,#/.a. [f.as prec. 4- -INO 2 .] That 
desponds ; losing or having lost heart or resolution. 

1688 Dryden Brit. Rediv. 258 Desponding Peter sinking 
in the waves, a 1690 E. Hopkins Expos. Lord’s Prayer 
(R.), With no tormenting, carking, and desponding thoughts. 
2746-7 Hervey Medit. (1818) 195 Why should desponding 
fears oppress your souls ? 1828 Scott F. M. Perth viii, The 
Glover seemed particularly desponding. 1843 J. Martineau 
Chr. Life 11867) 63 The desponding are generally the indo- 
lent and useless. 2868 Milman St. Pauls 348 The weak 
and desponding defence of a lost cause. 

b. Causing despondency, dispiriting, rare. 

1800 Invisible Man I. 113 Accounts the more desponding 
to me, as he informs me he shall be here to-morrow. 

Comb. 1803 Beddoes Hygeia x. 5 His desponding-mad 
Ophelia, his raving-mad Lear, his jealous-mad Othello. 

Bespo*ndiiigly, adv. [f. prec. + -LY *.] In 
a desponding manner ; with dejection of spirits. 

2656 Blount Glossogr., Despondingly , desperately, out of 
hope, 1706 Loud. Getz. No. 4226/1 We begin to talk very 
despondingly of its Success. 1840 Marry att Olla Podr., 
S.IV. and by W. 3 W., ‘I sha’n’t get any', replied J[ack, 
despondingly. 2879 Cassells Teckn. Educ. IV. 7/1 A friend, 
who despondingly expressed his fears that the huge ship 
would never reach the water. 

[Desponsage, in recent Diets., error for de- 
spousage : see List of Spurious Words.] 
i Bespcrmsate, a. Obs. Also dys-. [ad. L. 
despom at-us, pa. pple. of desponsare to betroth, 
freq. of despondere : see Despond vA] 

1. Contracted or given in marriage, betrothed, 
espoused. 

2483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 283 b/2 He shold be the man that 
shold be desponsate and maryed to the Vyrgyne Mary. 

2. fig. (Alch.) Chemically combined. 

2471 Ripley Comp. Alch. 1. in Ashm. (1652) 133 Yet must 
theyr Elements . .wyth Elements of perfyt Bodys be dyspon- 
sate. Ibid. vi. 267 Make them then together to be Dysponsat. 

f Despcrnsated, ppl a. = prec. 

2623 Cocker am, Desfonsated, betrothed. 

+ Desponsa'tion. Obs. Also dis-, dys-. 

[ad. L. desponsdlion-em (also in OF . desponsa- 
tion) betrothal, n. of action from desponsare: see 
prec.] 

1. The action of contracting in marriage; be- 
trothal. 

a 2400 Cov. Myst. ix. (Shaks. Soc.) 89 Now xal we procede 
to here dissponsacion. . 1649 Jer. Taylor Gt. Exemp. i. § 5 
For all this desponsation of her.. she had not set one step 
toward the consummation of her marriage. 1636 Blount 
Glossogr ., Desponsation , an affiance or betrothing. 

2. fifr {Alch.) Chemical combination. 

2471 RrpLEY Comp. Alch. in Ashm. (1652) 187 The lesse 
of the Spry ts there be in thys dysponsation The rather 
thy Calcynatyon. .shall thou make. 

+ DespO*HSiOB. Ok. rare. [ad. L. despon- 
sion-em , n. of action from despondere to Despond, 
despair.] Desponding, despondency. 

2640 Burges Serm. (1641) 2 To cure them.. of this desper- 
ate desponsion of mind. 
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tDespO’nsorieS, sb.pl Obs. Also 7 despoil- 
soTios, desposories. [ad. Sp. desposonos espous- 
al, betrothal, f. desposar to affiance :—L. desponsare 
(after which the word is modified in English). 
Chiefly used in relation to the proposed Spanish 
marriage of Charles I.] 

1. Betrothal, or a ceremony in celebration of it. 

c 1645 Howell Lett. I. m. xxii, The eighth of .Septem- 
ber is appointed to be the day of Desponsories, the day of 
affiance, or the betrothing day. 2659 Rushw. Hist. Coll. 
I. T05 The delay of the Desponsorio's will grieve the 
Princess. 

2. A document formally declaring a betrothal. 

1626 in Rushw. Hist. Coll (1659) I* 253 The Prince . . 

left the powers of the Desponsories with the Earl of Bristol, 
to be delivered upon the return of the Dispensation from 
Rome, which the King of Spain insisted upon. 1647 Claren- 
don Hist. Reb. 1. (2702) I. 30 The Prince haying left the 
Desponsorios in the hands of the Earl of Bristol, a 1670 
Hacket A bp. Williams 1. (1692) 155 Mr. Edward Clerke, 
who was sent, .to the Earl of Bristol, to stop the powers he 
had for the dispatch of the expected desposories. 
Desport, obs. form of Disport sb. and v. 
t Desp 0 *se, v- Ok. rare. [a. OF. desposer, 
occas. var. of dJposer, from the F. confusion of 
des-, de- : see De- 6 .] trans. To depose, put down, 
lay down. 

2387 Golding De Mornay xvi. 255 What would he thinke 
but that he were desposed from the Throne ? 1398 E. Gilpin 
Skial. (1878) 43 And now their box complexions are des- 
pos'd. 1603 Florio Montaigne ni.ix. (1632] 536 Into whose 
hands I might despose, and. .resigne the. .managing of my 
goods. 

Despose, obs. form of Dispose v. 

Despot (de*sppt). Also 6 dispotto, 7 despot©, 
[a. OF. despot ( 34 th c.), modF. despot e, ad. Gr. Secr- 
irbrrjs (mcd.L. despota , -tus) master, lord, despot. 
In sense 1 partly after It. di spoto , in Florio despo'ta, 

* a lord, a lordlike governour’,] 

1. Hist. A word which, in its Greek form, meant 

* master’ or i lord/ (e.g. of a household, of slaves), 
and was applied to a deity, and to the absolute ruler 
of a non-free people; in Byzantine times it was used 
of the Emperor, and, as representing Lat. magister , 
in various official titles, also as a form, of address 
( * domine my lord) to the emperor, to bishops, and 
especially to patriarchs; from the time of Alexius 
Comnenus it was the formal title of princes of the 
imperial house ; in the sense ‘lord* or ‘ prince’, it 
was borne, after the Turkish conquest, by the petty 
Christian rulers of dependent or tributary provinces, 
as the despots of the Morea or of Servia ( = Servian 
hospodar ). It was in this later application that the 
word was first known in the Western languages. 

(In modern Greek, Seo-rror^ is the ordinary appellation of 
a bishop J 

2362 J. Shute Cambinls Turk. Wars (tr.^ from Italian) 
20 Thomas Paleologo. .abstained from that title.. and con- 
tented himselfe with the only title of the Dispotto of Morea. 
2585 T. Washington tr. Nicholay's Voy. m. ii. 71 b, Taken 
awaye from his father John Castriot Despot of Servia. 2388 
Greene Perimedes 11 The Despot of Decapolis and his 
wife . . lost their way. 2603 Knolles Hist. Turks (1638 * 1 12 
He was both by the Patriarch and the yong Emperor 
honored with the title of the Despot , another step vnto the 
Empire. 1614 Selden Titles Hon. 122 The Despot was the 
heire or successor apparantofthe Constantinopolitan Empire 
(vnderstand, .• of the times since Alexius Comnenus, though 
before him it were a generall name, as My Loral. 1656 
Blount Glossogr., Among the ancient Greeks, he that was 
next to the Emperor, was, by a general name, called 
Despotes. 2733 Johnson, Despot , an absolute prince ; one 
that governs with unlimited authority. This word is not in 
use, except as applied to some Dacian prince ; as the despot 
of Servia. 1788 Gibbon Deal. <$• F. fin. V. 485 To their 
favourite sons or brothers, they imparted the more lofty 
appellation of Lord or Despot, which was illustrated with 
new ornaments and prerogatives, and placed immediately 
after the person of the emperor himself. 1819 T. Home 
Anastasias (1820) II. x t 203 (Stanf.), I am bearer of letters 
to the despots [bishops of the Greek Church] and pro&sris 
of our different islands. 

2, After ancient Greek use : An absolute ruler of 
a country; hence, by extension, any ruler who go- 
verns absolutely or tyrannically ; any person who 
exercises tyrannical authority; a tyrant, an op- 
pressor. 

(The modem use, which is usually hostile, according to 
Mason, quoted by Todd, came into prominence at the period 
of the French Revolution : ‘the French revolutionists have 
been very liberal in conferring this title \ ) 

[2622 Cotgr., DespotCy Z Despote ; the chiefe or soueraigne 
Lord of a Countrey. 1753 (see sense 1).] 1782 Cowper 

Expost. 370 Hast thou . . returned . . A despot big with 
power obtained by wealth? 1784 — Task v. 31 x But is it 
fit . . that a man . . Should be a despot absolute, and boast 
Himself the only freeman of his land ? 2795 Southey Joan 
of Arc x. 444 When pouring o’er his legion slaves on Greece, 
The eastern despot bridged the Hellespont. 1795-6 Burke 
R egic. Peace iv. Wks. IX. 104 The friends of Jacobins are no 
longer despots ; the betrayers of the common cause are no 
longer traitors f 1842 W. Spalding Italy <$• It. 1st, II. 181 
Which coincided in date with several other plots against 
Italian despots. 2841 Klphijnstone Hist. Ind. II. 159 The 
intercourse between those princes was highly characteristic 
ofAsx^ic despots. 1841-4 Emerson Ess., Compensation 
Wks, (Bohn) I. 43 Under the primeval despots of Egypt. 
1848 Hall am Mid. Ages ii. Note vii (1855) I. 305 Every 
Frank of wealth and courage was a despot within his sphere. 


DESPOTISM. 

j8«w Hughes Tom Brown Pref. ('1871) 22 Which divides 
boys into despots and slaves. 2871 Morley Voltaire (1886) 
82 Voltaire . . never rose above the simple political concep- 
tion of an eastern tale, a good-tempered despot with a sage 
vizier. , 

3. Comb. 

1846 C. G. Prowett Prometh. Bound 34 Is not our despot- 
lord In all things framed to violence? 

Bespotat (de-sp/tset). Also -ate. [a. F. des- 
pot at, ad. med.L. type *de$potatus : see Despot and 
-ate.] The dominion of a Greek despot under tbe 
Turks ; a principality. 

2866 Felton Am. # Mod. Gr. I. iii. 312 There was the 
despotat of Epirus. 1883 Jrnl. Hellettic Stud. Oct. 2 
A semi-independent despotat of Epirus continued to exist 
for more than a hundred years after that time. 

f Despots©’. Obs. [cf. OF. despotee court of a 
despot, despotic lordship, despotat j cf. Gr. beairo- 
reia lordship, despotism.] = prec. 

1656 Earl Monm. Advt.fr. Pam ass. 361 In the Grecian 
Empire, whose division into several despotees..did. .throw 
open the gates to me. 

Despotic (despf?*tik), a. . Also 7 despotique, 

8 despotic^, [a. F. despotique (Oresme, 14 th c.), 
ad. Gr. StcriroTiicbs, f. SecnroTrjs Despot; see -ic.] 
Of, pertaining to, or of the natme of a despot, or 
despotism ; arbitrary, tyrannical. 

2630 Hobbes De Corp. Pol. 58 From whence proceedeth 
Dominion, Paternall, and Despotique. 2720 Gay Poems 
(1745) II. 31 Where guardian laws despotic power restrain. 
1751 Johnson Rambler No, 242 P 10 Bluster has therefore 
a despotick authority in many families. ^ 2823 Lamb Elia 
Ser. 11. Convalescent, Fie lay and acted his despotic fancies. 
1844 Emerson Led., Yng. Amer. Wks. (Bohn) II. 298 The 
patriarchal form of government readily becomes despotic. 
1836 Grote Greece n. xciv. (1869) XII. 1 omarg.. He be- 
comes Asiatized and despotic, a 2863 Austin Jurispr. (ed. 
4) I. 283 The epithet free importing praise, and the epithet 
despotic importing blame, they who distinguish govern- 
ments into free ana despotic suppose that the first are better 
than the second. 

Hence Despo'ticly adv. ~ Despotically. 

269. Ad Popnlum P haler se 1. 13 That Noah’s Heirs 
despoticly might rule. 

t BespO'ticai, a. Obs. Also 8 -all. [f. as 
prec. + -al.] = Despotic. 

1608 D. T. Ess. Pol. $ Mor. 68 Free’d themselves whoIHe 
from that Despotical kind of government. 1642 Milton 
Reform. 11. (1851) 53 Under the despoticall rule of the 
Monarch. 2690 Locke Govt. u. xv. § 172 Despotical Power 
is an absolute, arbitrary Power one Man has over another. 
2776 Adam Smith W. N. ii. ii. 11869) I* 326 Of the most 
free as well as of the most despotical [governments). 1839 
J. Rogers Antipopopr. iv. iii. 183 Despotical speaking and 
acting of the clergy. 

Despotically (despp-tikali), adv. [f. prec. + 
-LY ’A] In a despotic manner; "witli absolute 
power. 

2682 Whole Duty Nations 53 Despotically to command, 
or compel, is not oftthe nature of'True Christian. .Religion. 
2765 Blackstonb Comm. I. 234 A monarchy absolutely and 
despotically regal. 2814 Scott Way. xix, The great man of 
his neighbourhood . . ruling despotically over a small clan. 
i860 Sat. Rev. IX. 137/2 In despotically governed mon- 
archies. 

t Despo’ticalness* Ok. [f. as prec. + -ness.] 
The quality of being despotic ; despotic mode of 
action ; despotism. 

1689 Myst. Into. 36 The eleven Judges, who gratified him 
with a Despoticalness over the former. 1695 Pari. Dissolved 
Death Princess of Orange 48 A Despoticalness becoming 
the Grand Seigniors of the Republick. 2698 R. Fkrgusson 
Viertv Eccles. ro6 Tools of Despoticalness or Democratical 
Demagogues in Politicks. 

Despotism (de-spptiz’m). [a. F. despot isme 
{Diet. Acad. 1740) ; see Despot and -ism.J 

1. Tbe rule of a despot; despotic government; 
the exercise of absolute authority. 

2727-31 Chambers Cycl, Despotism , despotic government 
1756 Burke Vind. Nat. Soc. Wks. L 36 The simplest form 
of government is despotism, where all the inferior orbs of 
power are moved merely by the will of the Supreme. 1817 
Bentham Swear not at all Wks. 1843 V. 222 Next to the 
evils of anarchy, are the evils of despotism. 1857 Toulm. 
Smith Parish 364 The worst form of despotism is the silent 
enslaving of a nation by Functionarism and Bureaucracy. 
a 1862 Buckle Civiliz. (1873) III. iv. 192 These very circum- 
stances, which guarded the people against political despotism 
exposed them all the more to ecclesiastical despotism. 1869 
Ravvlinson Anc. Mon., Hist , 22 Despotism is the simplest, 
coarsest, and rudest of all the forms of civil government. 
2871 Morley Voltaire (1886) 29 In France the first effective 
enemy of the principles of despotism was Voltaire. 

2. A political system under the control of a despot; 
a despotic state ; an arbi tra ry government. 

2836 Sir B. Brodie Psychol Ino. I. v.205 It is.. dangerous 
suddenly to change a despotism for a free constitution. 1867 
Freeman Norm. Conq. (1876) I. v. 297 A free country has 
greater difficulty than a despotism in the mere setting 
about of a war. 2879 Froude Catsar'xx, . 347 They saw that 
a civil war could end only in a despotism. 1881 Jowett 
Thucyd I. 190 Your empire is a despotism exercised over 
unwilling subjects. 

3. fig. Absolute power or control; rigid re- 
: straint. //V// 

2797 Godwin Enquirer 1. vii. 60 All education is despotism. 
1807 8 W. Irving Salmag. xi. {i860) 243 With what., des- 
potism do empty names and ideal phantoms exercise their 
dominion over the human mind i 1836 Emerson Nat., 
Idealism Wks. (Bohn' II. 160 The first effort of thought 
tends to relax this despotism of the senses. 1839 M.u.l Liberty 
ii. 63 An old mental despotism had been thrown off. 
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De'spotist. [f. as prec. + -ist.] An advocate 
or supporter of despotism. 

1857 Kingsley Life § Lett. (1879) n * 66 And 1 must 
become as thorough a despotist and imperialist as Strafford 
himself. 1863 E. Ward Captiv. Poland I. 129 Mr. Carlyle 
. .a philosophical despotist. 

Despotize (de-sp/taiz), v. [f. as prec. + - 3 ZE ; 
in mod.F. despotiser (Littre).] intr. To act the 
part of a despot ; to rule as a despot. 

1799 Citron, in Ann, Reg. 288 Despotizing over those 
nations which will not submit. 1809 Coleridge Friend (1866) 
215 He despotized in all the pomp of patriotism. 1876 Mozley 
Univ. Serin, i. 16 Kings and Emperors, .anxious to despotise 
over their brethren. 

Despoto*cracy. nonce-wd. [-cracy.] Govern- 
ment by a despot ; the rale of a despot. 

a i860 T. Parker Wks. V. 262 (D.) Despotocracy, the 
worst institution of the middle ages . . came over the water. 

+ 3Despotomaniae._ nonce-wd. [See - mania.] 
One who has a mania in favour of despots ; attrib. 
having such a mania. 

1825 Blackw, Mag. XVIII. 690 We value liberty too highly 
to cram it like a nauseous potion down the throat of any 
Despoto-maniac patient. 

t Despoirsage. Obs. [f. Despouse v.+ -age: 
cf. espo usage, spousage.'] Betrothal ; espousal. 

<21587 Fqxe A. <$• M. (1596) 103/2 Ethelbert King of the 
Eastangles. .went, .to King Offa for despousage of Athilrid 
his daughter. 

t Despoxrse, v. Obs . [ad. L. desponsare to 
betroth (see Desponsate), on the model of spouse 
-OF. esposer :—L. sponsdre .] trans . To promise 
in marriage, to betroth ; to give or take in marriage, 
to marry; = Espouse v. i, 2 . Alsoy^t 
1387 Trevisa Higden (Rolls) VII. 203 Ly wij? me, for to 
day pow despousedest and weddest me. c 1440 Capg rave 
Life St. Kath. m. 1028 She desireth }?at }?ou shalt now 
wyth a ryng Despouse liir to thi-self for euere-more. 1526 
Pilgr. Perf. (W. de W. 1531) 187, I haue despoused you to 
a noble man. 1543 Necess. Doctr. in Formul. Faith B iij, 
A virgin, which was despoused or ensured to a man, whose 
name was Joseph. 1609 Bible (Douay) 1 Macc. x. 56 Meete 
me at Ptolemais, that. . I may despouse her to thee. 
fig. 1526 Pilgr. Perf (W. de W. 1531) 3 Whan he de- 

f >oused theyr soules in fayth & ledde them in hope out of 
gypt. 

Hence Despoirsed ppl. a., Despoirsing vbl. fb.; 
also Despotrser, one who gives in marriage. 

1609 Bible (Douay) Song. Sol. iii. n In the day of his 
despousing. 1635 Heywood Hierarch . v. 308 Chastitie the 
Contract, Vertue the Despouser. 

Despoyl(e, -poyly, -puile, obs. ff. Despoil. 
Bespraise, Despread, Desprise : see Dis-. 
Despumate, ppl. a. [ad. L. despumat-us pa. 
pple. of despumare : see next.] 

1883 Syd. Soc. Lex., Despumate, freed from froth and im- 
purities ; clarified ; purified. 

Despumate (d/ v spi«*m^t, de*spi«mrit), v. [f. 
L. despumat-, ppl. stem of despumare to skim, f. 
De- I. 2 + spiima foam, froth, scum, spiimare to 
froth.] 

1. trans. To skim ; to free (a liquid) of the scum, 
froth, or other impure part ; to clarify by removing 
the scum. 

1641 French Distill, iv. (1651) 95 Take of Honey well 
despumated as much as you please. 1718 Quincy Compl. 
Disp. 34 The Honey is order’d to be clarify’d or despu- 
mated. 1756 P. Browne Jamaica. 112 Used among the 
French to despumate and granulate their sugars. 1757 
Walker in Phil. Trans. L. 128 When it was despumated, 
a new cremor always succeeded. 

2. intr. (for reft.) To throw off its froth or scum; 
to become clarified by this process. 

1733 Cheyne Eng. Malady 304 (L.) That discharge . . will 
help it the sooner and faster to despumate and purify. 1883 
in Syd. Soc. Lex, 

3. trans. To throw off as froth. 

1733 Cheyne Eng. Malady 360 (L.) They were thrown 
off and despumated upon the larger emunctory and open 
glands. 

Hence Despumated. ppl. a. 

1661 Lovell Hist. A nim. Min. 83 The sanies of it rosted, 
with despumated Honey, helps the Glaucoma. 1883 Syd. 
Soc. Lex., Despumated honey . 

Despuma'tiou. [ad. L. despumdtion-em, n. 
of action from despumare : see prec. In F. despu- 
mation (1616 in Hatzf.).] 

1. The removal of froth or scum from a liquid ; 
the condition of being freed from scum ; clari- 
fication, 

^ 1622 Woodall Surg. Mate Wks. (1653) 270 Despumation 
is when spume or froth floating on the top, is taken away 
with a spoon, feather, or by eolation. 1710 T. Fuller 
P harm. Extemp. 215 Honey, .boil’d to a perfect Despuma- 
tion. 1883 in Syd. Soc, Lex. 

2. The expulsion of impure matter from the fluids 
of the body ; the matter thus despumated. 

1684 tr. Bonet's Merc. Compit. vi. 164 By . . Despumation 
1 would have nothing else understood, than the Expulsion 
or Separation of the febrile matter now brought under and 
as it were conquered. 1733 Cheyne Eng. Malady n. v. § 8 
(1734) 164 The. .Glands^ become loaded with the Despuma- 
tion of the whole Habit. 1802 Paley Nat. Theol. xxvi, 
The fluids of the body appear to possess a power of separat- 
ing and expelling any noxious substance which may have 
mixed itself with them. This they do, in eruptive fevers, by 
a kind of despumation, as Sydenham calls it, 1802 Beddoes 
Hygeiav iii. 158. 


3. pi. Shimmings, scum, froth, foam. 

1669 A ddr. Yng. Gentry Eng. 51 Here you see another 
Cytherea born Cut of the despumations of our seas of wine, 
t Be spume (d£spi£*m), v. Obs. [ad. L. despu - 
mare (see Despumate), ora. F. despumer{ 16th c.).] 

1. trans . To skim; to clear of froth or scum. 

c 1400 Lanfranc's Cirurg. 90 Of hony despumed [v. r. di- 
spumed] oz. iiij. c 1553 in Hartlib Legacy 11655) 232 Take 
your Alewort. .and into it put of good Honey despumed. .a 
pound and a half. 2623 Cockeram, Despume, to take vp 
the scum of a thing. 2655 in Hartlib Ref. Commw . Bees 36 
Let the tryall be made with about a gallon of Honey, de- 
spume it. 1743 Land. $ Country Brew. n. (ed. 2) 146 Salting 
the Water, and despuming as fast as it appears. 

2. intr. Of a liquid : To cast up a scum or froth. 

1613 R. Cawdrey Table Alph . (ed. 3), Despume , fome, or 

cast vp a scumrae. 

Hence Despumed ppl. a. 

1601 Holland Pliny xxn. xxiv. Made . . of despumed and 
clarified hony. 

Despute, obs. var. of Dispute. 

Despyne in porke despyne : see Porcupine. 
Desquamate (de*skwam<r ; t), v. [f. L. desqud - 
mat-, ppl. stem of desqudmdre (trans.) to remove the 
scales from, to scale, f. De- I. 2 + squama scale (of 
a fish, reptile, etc.).] 

+ 1. trans. To take the scales off, clear from 
scales, peelings, or loose cuticle ; to scale, peel. 

1740 Dyche & Pardon Desquamate, to scrape off the fins 
from fish ; and in Surgery, to scale off the corrupt or shat- 
tered part of bones. 

2. intr. To come off in the form of scales ; to 
scale off, exfoliate, ‘peel’. 

1828 Combe Const , Man iii. (1835) 99 As anatomists call it, 
desquamating ; by which they mean, that the cuticle, .comes 
off in squamae or scales. 1878 T. Bryant Pract. Surg . I. 
53 The cuticle always desquamates. 

Hence Desquamated ppl. a., scaled off ; freed 
from scales or cuticle, peeled. 

1727 Bailey vol. II, Desquamated, scaled, having the 
Scales taken off. 1845-6 G. E. Day tr. Simon's Anim. 
Chent. II. 107 Piutti removed all the desquamated cuticle. 
1884 Bower & Scott De Barfs Pkaner. 556 They traverse 
and support each desquamated zone surrounding the peri- 
phery of the stem. 

Desquamation (deskwam£ : *Jbn). [noun of 
action from prec. : see -ation. (In French, in 
Diet. Trdvoux, 1752 ).] 

1. The removal of scales or of any scaly crust. 

1721 Bailey, Desquamation (in Surgery) is a scaling of 

foul bones. 1727-51 Chambers Cycl., Desquamation , the 
act of slaking or scaling carious Bones. 1755 in Johnson. 

2. A coming off in scales or scaly patches ; esp. 
that of the epidermis, as the result of certain 
diseases; exfoliation, 1 peeling’. 

1725 Huxham in Phil. Trans. XXXIII. 389 The De- 
squammation was very slow, the black Crusts adhering 
several Days. 2805 W. Saunders Min. Waters 105 Obsti- 
nate cases of dry desquamations. 1813 J. Thomson Led. 
Inf am. 147 Exfoliation or desquamation of the internal 
membrane. 1839 Murchison Silur. Syst. 1. xxxix. 540 
Granite is so prone to desquamation, that nearly all granitic 
chains are topped with rounded masses, which, though 
really in situ, have often the appearance of being bowlders. 
1880 Beale Slight Ailm, 28 The desquamation and falling 
off of a good deal of epithelium. 1888 Times 14 Apr. 11 
Another child, .was in the stage of desquamation. 

attrib. 1883 Quain Diet. Med. s. v. Scarlet Fever, The 
desquamation-period . . is also spoken of as occupying the 
second week. 

3. That which is cast off in scales. 

1565-73 Cooper Thesaurus , Aposirmata Phisitions call De- 
squamations. 1755 Johnson, Rust, the red desquamation 
of old iron. 

Desquamative (d&kwarmativ), a. [f. L. 
desqudmat - (see above) + -ive.] Tending to or 
characterized by desquamation, as in desquamative 
nephritis , pneumonia , etc. 

1847 Dr. G. Johnson in Medico-Chirurg. Trans. XXX. 
170 To the form of renal disease here described as occurring 
in connection with scarlatina I propose to give the name of 
acute desqttamative nephritis. 2876 tr. Wagner's Gen . 
Pathol. 285 Cheesy pneumonia, .proceeds .. from true de- 
squamative pneumonia. 

Desqua*matory, a. & sb. [f. as prec. + -ory.] 

A. adj. Of or pertaining to desquamation. 

1634 T. Johnson Parefs Chirurg. x. v. (1678) 231 This 
shall be done with a scaling or Desquamatory Trepan. 
1837 Plumbe Dis. Shin (L.), The desquamatory stage now 
begins. 

B. sb. A desquamatory trepan. 

1668 R. L’Estrange Vis. Quev . (1708) 28 In the tail of 
these, came the Surgeons, laden with Pincers, Crane-bills, 
Catheters, Desquamatories. 1883 Syd. Soc. Lex., Desqua- 
matory, an old form of trephine for removing exfoliations 
from bones. 

t Desqua*me, V. Obs.-° [ad. h. desqudmd-re 
(see Desquamate).] irons. = Desquamate 1 . 

1623 Cockeram, Desquame, to scale a fish. 2731 Bailey, 
Desquame, to take off, or scrape off Scales. 

Desray, obs. form of Deray. 
t Dess, sb. 1 Obs . Also desse. [a. OF. deis, 
dais , Dais.] 1. Obs. form of Dais. 

2. A desk. 

1553 Huloet, Desse orlecturne to layaboke on, ambonus. 
1596 Spenser F. Q. iv. x. 50 A bevie of fayre damzels 
..Way ting when as the Antheme should be sung on hye. 
The first of them did seeme of ryper yeares . . And next to 
her sate goodly Shamefastnesse, Ne ever durst her eyes 


DESSERT. 

from ground upreare, Ne ever once did looke up from her 
desse. 

Dess (des), sb.Z Sc. and north, dial. Also dass. 
[Of doubtful origin: cf. Icel. des in hey-des hay- 
rick; but the sense t layer’ suggests that the word 
is identical with prec. (OF. deis, dais raised plat- 
form or floor.)] 

1. A stratum, a layer. 

1674-91 Ray N. C. Words 230 First they take the mine 
picked from the Desse or Rock. 1795 Statist. Aye. Stir- 
lings. XV. 327 (Jam.) Then 15 strata of muirstone rise above 
each other to the summit of the Fells . . in the face of the 
braes, they go by the name of dosses or gerrocks. 2818 Hogg 
Brcnonie ofB. II. 61 'Jam.) They soon reached a little dass 
in the middle of the linn, or what an Englishman would call 
a small landing-place. 1876 Robinson Whitby Gloss., Dess, 
a layer of piled substances ; a course in a building. ‘ Laid 
up in desses laid tier upon tier. 1891 Atkinson Moorland 
Parish 55 He’d getten a haill dess o’ shaffs . . and was rife 
for another dess. 

2 . (See quots. ) 

1788 Marshall Provincialisms of E. Yorksh. in Rural 
Economy (E. D. S.), Dess, a cut of hay. 1875 Lancash, 
Gloss., Dess (Fylde distr.), a pile, applied to straw. 1878 
Cumbrld. Gloss., Dess , a pile, a heap ; a truss of hay. 

Dess, v. north, dial. [f. Dess jA, 2 ] 

1. trans. To arrange in a layer or layers; to 
pile up in layers. 

164s Best Farm. Bks. (Surtees) 139 The usuall way for 
dessinge of strawe. 1674-91 Ray N. C. Words 20 Desse, 
to lay close together: to desse Wool, Straw, &c. 1787 

Grose Prov. Gloss. , Desse, . . in Cumb., to put in order. 2788 
Marshall Provincialisms of £ . Yorksk., Dess up, to pile 
up neatly. 1851 Cumbrld. Gloss., Dess , to lay carefully 
together. 1855 Robinson Whitby Gloss., Dess' d up, piled up. 

2 . To cut (a section of hay) from a stack. 

1787 Grose Prov. Gloss. 1847-78 in Halliwell. 

3. intr. To work in a stratum or strata; to hew out 
particular strata or layers from the face of a 
cliff. 

1876 Robinson Whitby Gloss, s.v., ‘They’re dessing for jet 
i. e. hacking it out of the layers or desses, when it occurs., 
on the face of the cliff. ^ 1882 Good Cheer 6 1 You knew he 
was getting jet, dessing in Helabeck Bight yonder. 

De'SSably, adv. north, dial. [Cf. Dessantly.] 
1674-91 Ray N. C. Words, Dessably, constantly. ^ 2855 
Robinson Whitby Gloss., Dessably , orderly in point of 
arrangement. 

Dessait, -ate, -ayte, obs. ff. Deceit, 
f De*SSantly, adv. Obs. rare. [Etymol. un- 
certain ; cf. Dess v. y Dessely.] Continuously. 

c 1400 Beryn 790 In whose tyme sikirlich, be vii. sagis 
were In Rome dwelling dessantly. Ibid. 1563 F for thre dayis 
dessantly \>e derknes a-mong hem was. 

Dessaue, -ayfe, -ayue, obs. ff. Deceive. 
Bessayse, -seize, obs. ff. Disease, Disseize. 
Desse, var. of Dess sb.i 
Dessece, -eit, obs. ff. Decease, Deceit. 
t Dessely, adv. Obs. Also -lie, -li. [Cf. Dess 
v., Dessably.] Continuously. 

a 1300 Cursor M. 11406 (Cott.) Did ]>am in a montain dern 
Desselic to wait ]>e stern. Ibid. 17719 (Cott. ) Desseli to god 

E aiand, Wit sacrifijs and wit oftrand. Ibid. 10033 (Cott.) 
i . . desseli bath late and are War tentand to pe apostels 
•e. Ibid. 26881 (Cott.) Als if he desseli did ill. 
Dessende, -ente, obs. ff. Descend, Descent. 
Dessert (clez5*at). Also 7-8 desert, 8 des-, 
disart. [a. F. dessert (Estienne 1539) 1 removal of 
the dishes, dessert 9 , f. desservir to remove what has 
been served, to clear (the table), f. des-, L. dis- + 
servir to serve.] 

1. A course of fruit, sweetmeats, etc. served after 
a dinner or supper ; * the last course at an enter- 
tainment 9 (J.). 

1600 W. Vaughan Direct. Health (2633)11. ix, 54 Such eating, 
which the French call desert, isynnaturall, 1666 Pepys Diary 
12 July, The dessert coming, with roses upon it,theDuchesse 
bid him try. 1708 W. King Cookery 262 ’Tis the dessert 
that graces all the feast. 1739 R* Bull tr. Dedekindus* 
Grobianus 96 If the Guests may pocket the Desart. 1834 
Lytton Pompeii 1 v. iii, The dessert or last course was already 
on the table. 1846 J. Baxter Libr. Pract. Agric. (ed. 4) 
II. 69 The Medlar., when in a state of incipient decay is 
employed for the dessert. 1875 Jowett Plato (ed. 2) III. 
696 Pleasant kinds of dessert, with which we amuse ourselves 
after dinner. 

b. 4 In the United States often used to include 
pies, puddings, and other sweet dishes 9 {Cent. Diet.). 

1848-60 in Bartlett Diet. Amer.* 1887 ScribnePs Mag. 
(Farmer), The pastry-cook [in Paris] is very useful. He 
supplies.. such dessert (I use the word in the American 
sense) as an ordinary cook could not be expected to make. 
2. attrib. and Comb. Dessert-knife, -plate, 
-spoon, etc., those used for the dessert ; a dessert- 
spoon is intermediate in size between a table-spoon 
and a tea-spoon ; dessert-service, the dishes, 
plates, and other requisites used in serving 
dessert.- ■ 

1773 Douglass in Phil. Trans. LXIII. 294 It is a common 
desert wine, i860 All Year Round No. 40. 564 An eye as 
large as a dessert-jilate. 1861 Delamer Kitch. Gard. 244 
Dessertapples and kitchen apples canhardlybedistinguished. 
1870 Ramsay Retnin. vi. (ed. 28) 203 The servant, .put down 
. . a dessert-spoon. 2875 Pam. Herald 13 Nov. 30/2 Take 
..one dessertspoonful of allspice. 

Desseyse, -eyt, -eyue, obs. ff. Decease, De- 
ceit, Deceive. 


DESSIATINE, 


DESTIHE, 


If Dessiatine, desyatin (de*syatFn). Also 
dessatine, desaetine, dessjaetine. [ad. Russ. 
RecOTiriia desyatlna lit. 6 tenth, tithe 1 .] A Russian 
superficial measure of 2400 sq. sazhens. 

1799 WV Tooke View Russian Emp. II. 345 A desaetine 
and a half of land was bought, with the boors upon it. 1814 
W. Brown Hist. Propag. Ckr . II. 542 A dessatine ^contains 
117,600 English sq. feet. 1889 tiv Tolstoi's Anna Karenina 
1 66 Instead of sowing down twenty-four desyatins, they 
had only planted six. 189a Times 3 Mar. 3/3 Some 15,761 
dessiatines of grain-growing land, or ., over 40,000 acres. 
(A ‘dessiatine ’ being about 2$ acres.) 

Bestarm, v. Archaic variant of Distain. 
Bestanee, obs. f. Distance, variance, disagree- 
ment. 

Bestane, -any©, -a yne, obs. ff. Destine, 
Destiny. 

t ©estate, -v* Oh. [f. Be- II. 2 + State rA] 
tram. To divest of state or grandeur. 

16 ,. T. Adams Wks. (i86x) 1 , 430 (D.) The king of eternal 
glory, to the world's eye desisting himself . . was cast down 
for us that we might rise up by him. 

Deste, obs, pa. t. of Dash v. 

c 1320 Sir Tristr, 2396 Ouer fie bregge he deste, 

Des temper, obs. form of Distemper. 
Besten(e, -nie, obs. ff. Destine, Destiny. 
t Be*ster. Oh. rare. [a. OF. desire right hand 
:—L. dextrai] The right hand. 

a 1300 Body <$• Soul 35 (Matz.) Thi proude palefreys and thi 
stedes that thou.3 haddest in dester [OF. en destre\ leddes. 

t Bestermite, v. Oh. rare [f. L. de, De- 

I. 3 4* sternuere f stemiU or sternutdre, to sneeze.] 
So Desfcerntr tameiit. 

1623 Cockeram n, To sneeze, Destemute. A sneezing, 
Destemut ament. 

t Deste*rt, v. Oh. rare [cf. L. destertere to 
cease snoring.] 

1623 Cockeram, Desterting , snorting. 

Bestestable, obs. var. of Detestable. 
Besteyne, -nye, obs. ff. Distain, Destine, 
Destiny. 

t Be'sticate, v. Oh. rare- 0 , [f. ppl. stem 
of L. desticdre to squeak as a shrew-mouse.] 

1623 Cockeram, Desticate. to cry like a rat. 

Hence Bestica-tiou, (rare) squeaking. 

1820 Sporting Mag. VII. xiQ It was the destlcation of 
a mouse, who. .had got himself an unwelcome visitor in the 
cage of my favourite magpye. 

DestOI, -ation, obs. ff, Dtstil, Distillation. 
tDe'stin, destine, sb. Oh. [a. F. destin 
masc. = It., Sp., Pg. destine , or OF. destine fem, 
destiny, f. destiner to Destine.] —Destiny sb. 

1575 Churchyard Chippes (1817) 211 Makes an ende, 
as destine hath assignde. 1590 T. Watson Death Sir F. 
Walsinghanty Poems (Arb.) 151 By Destins fatall knife Sweet 
Melibceus is depriu’d of life, 1599 Marston Sco. Vill.11. 
viii. 2x1 The Destin’s adamantine band. 1616 Drumm. of 
Hawth. Song Poems 14 This hold to brave the skies the 
Destines framed. Statue of Adonis. She sighed, and 
said ; ‘ What power breaks Destine's law ? ’ 

t De'Stinable, a. Oh. [a, OF. destinable 
fatal, f. destiner to Destine : see -able. 

(Occurs once in MSS. of Chaucer's Boethius , but in 16th 
c. edd. is substituted five times for Destinal of the MS.)] 
Of, pertaining to, or fixed by destiny ; fated, fatal. 
Hence De'Stiaiably in printed edd.of Chaucer). 

c 1374 Chaucer Boeth. iv. pr. vi. (Skeat)l. 251 He chaseth 
out al yvel fro the boundes of his comunalitee by the order 
of necessitee destinable. 1530 Palsgr. 3x0/1 Destynable, 
apoynted to be ones destenye, destinable. 1550-81 Chan- 
ced s Boeth. iv. pr. vi. 219 b/a (Sk. 1 . 70) The destinable [MS. 
destinal] ordinaunce is wouen and accomplished. Ibid. 
(Sk. 1 . 56), The order destinably [MS. destinal] proceedethof 
the simpiicitie of purveighaunce. 

t Be'stinacy. Obs. [f. L. destindt-us, desti- 
itat-io : see -act.] Destination, appointment. 

1490 Caxton Eneydos xix. 70 The successyon is unto hym 
due of ryghte heredytalle and by veraye destynacy after my 
deth. 

+ Destinal, a. Obs. [f. Destin sb. or F. 
destin + -al.] Of, pertaining to, or according to 
destiny or fate. 

c 1374 Chaucer Boeth. iv. pr. vi. (Skeat) I. 80 They sur- 
mounten the ordre of destinal moevabletee. Ibid. v. pr. ii. 
4 Elies I wolde witen yif that the destinal cheyne con- 
strelneth the movinges of the corages of men? [And three 
other examples.] 

(In the 16th c. printed edd. altered to Destinable.) 
Bestina*rian* nonce-wd. [f. Destine v. } after 
predeslinarian. ] A believer in destiny. 

1838 New Monthly Mag. LI I. 52 They seem to be desti- 
nanans — to have a dull apprehension that every thing moves 
on in its preordained course. 

t Be'stinate, ppl a. (sb.) Oh. or arch. [ad. 
L. destindt-us , pa. pple. of destinare to Destine.] 

1 . Fated, ordained ; « Destined i. a. as pple. 

a 1400-50 Alexander 692 So was me destinate [A shut. MS. 
destanedj to dy. 1480 Caxton Chron. Eng. ccxxxii, That 
northeren winde that is ever ready and destynat to all eyel 
1561 T. Norton Calvin’s Inst. nr. 315 They are destinate 
to destruction, c 1611 Chapman Iliad xxiv. 468 The Gods 
have destinate That wretched mortals must live sad. 1634 
Habington Casiara (Arb.; 107 A small flye By a fooles 
finger destinate to dye. 
b. as adj. 

r 6 o$ Land. Prodigal 1. i, That a had conscience may 
bring him to his destinate repentance, a *659 Bp. Morton 
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Ephc. Asserted qq (T.) Walo Messalinus, a destinate adver- 
sary to episcopacy. . . 

2 . Set apart for a particular purpose ; ordained ; 
intended ; = Destined 2. a. as pa. pple. 

1610 W. Folkingham Art of Suryey 1. xi. 38 Dry stony 
layers are destinate to white Saxifrage, Bugle, Lauenaer. 
1671 F. Phillips Reg. Necess. 199 Admitted into an Inns of 
Court, heretofore only destinate and appropriate to the sons 
ofNobility. 

b. as adj. 

1583 Stanyhurst Aeneis n. (Arb.) 63 See that you doe 
folow youre moothers destinat order, a 1619 Fotherby 
Atheom. 1. Pref. (1622) 8 The destinate end, and scope of 
this worke. 2660 Gauden God's Gt. Demons tr. 35 Wilful 
murther and destinate villany. 

B. sb. That which is destined; a fated or ap- 
pointed event, etc. 

1675 R. Burthogge Causa Dei 153 Destinates are said to 
be in vain, if either they are insufficiently, or not at all, 
referred to their Ends. 

Destinate (de‘stin^t\ v. Now rare. [f. L. 
destinat -, ppl. stem of destinare : see Destine v.] 

1 . trans. To ordain, appoint : ■* Destine v. 1. 

2490 Caxton Eneydos xiii. 47 To doo sacrefyces designated 

vnto the noble goddesse Ceres. 1586 Ferne Blaz. Gentrie 
94 Vsurping that facultye and vocation at the first destinated 
as peculiar to gentlemen. 2638 Baker tr. Balzac's Lett. 1. 
(1654) 7 You are destinated to fill the place of that Cardinal. 
171a Ld. King Primitive Church 11. 5 He that read the 
Scriptures, was particularly .destinated to this office, c 1870 
J. G. Murphy Comm. Lev. i. 4 Laying the hand on is the 
solemn act of designating or destinating to a certain purpose. 

+ b. To doom, sentence (to a punishment) ; to 
ordain or appoint (a punishment) to be inflicted. 

2579 Fenton Guicciard. v. (1618)211 Destinated to a more 
slow, but to a greater punishment. i6ix Speed Hist. Gt. Brit. 
viii. i. 11632) 393 Whom the Priest by casting of lots had 
destinated to death. 1622 G. Sandys Ovids Met. xhi. (1626) 
269 [She] Still Queen-like, destinates his punishment. 1652 
L. S. People's Liberty x. 24 To preserve their Bishop Euse- 
bius from banishment, to which Valens their Emperour had 
destinated him. 

2 . To appoint or predetermine in the way of fate 
or of a divine decree ; pass, to be divinely appointed 
or fated ; « Destine v. 2. 

1548 Udall, etc. Erasm. Par. Matt. i. (R.) That name 
that God. . did destinate and appoynt vnto hym, before the 
creation of the worlde. a 1617 Bayne On Ephes. (1658) 156 
Christ is a head of those only whom God hath destinated to 
convert. 1618 Bolton Floras iv. i. 260 The man . . to whom 
soveraignty was destinated in Sibylls verses. 1651 Wittib 
Primrose's Pop. Err. 11. viii. 105 The Turks . . doe not 
regard the Pestilence, because they thinke that God hath 
destinated to every one his manner of death. 

b. To determine the destiny of. 

2839 Bailey Festus viii. (1848) 91 It is love which mostly 
destinates our life. 

3 . To devote in intention to a particular purpose 
or use ; to intend, design, allot ; —Destine v. 3. 

2555 Eden Decades 157 Suche as they destinate to eate 
they geld. 1615 G. Sandys Trav. 83 Decking their houses 
with branches of cypresse : a tree destinated to the dead. 
2622 Burton Anal. Mel. 1. ii. ni. xv, We that are bred up 
in learning, and destinated.by our parents to this end. 1745 
tr. Columella' s Husb. n. xviii, Having plowed up. .the place 
we have destinated for a meadow. 1826 Southey Vind. 
Eccl. Angl. 303 If they were not destinated to their pro- 
fession from childhood. 

f b. pass. To be designed by nature. Obs. 

1578 Banister Hist. Man viii. 108 Nature . . prouided for 
the safe conduict of this Nerue, since to the midreif it was 
destinated. 1635 Swan Spec. M. iii. § 3 (1643) 53 The night 
. . is destinated or appointed for quiet and sleep. 3660 tr. 
Amyraldui Treat, cone . Reliy. 1. vi. 91 The action of see- 
ing, to which the eye is destinated. 1691 Ray Creation 
(1724)262 Birds, .being destinated to fiy among the branches 
of trees. 1742 Lond. Country Brew. 1. (ed. 4) B, Our 
Mother Earth . . is destinated to the Service of Man in the 
Production of Vegetation. 

Hence De*stinating vbl. sb. and ppl. a. 

1633 Prynne H istrio-Mcistix 1. ii. (R.), The destinating, 
and denoting of vnprofitable .. and vnnecessary inven- 
tions. 1652 Gaule Magastrom. 230 To depend upon the 
destinating stars. 

Destinated (de-stWted), ppl. a. arch, or Obs . 
[f. prec. vb. v -ED b] Appointed, predetermined ; 
destined, fated : see prec. vb. 

2604 R. Cawdrey Table Alpk ., Destinated \ appointed. 
1615 Crooke Body of Man 216 The destinated corruption of 
the matter. #1649 Drumm. of Hawth. Hist . Jas. Ill, 
Wks v (1721) 59 The rendevouz and destinated place of 
meeting. 1688 Boyle Final Causes Nat. Things iv. 224 
That this . . is the particular destinated use of such a thing. 

Destination (destine 1 jan). [ad, L. destina- 
tion-em, n. of action from destinare to Destine : 
cf. F. destination (1 2-1 3th c.) perh. the immediate 
source, It. destinazione . ] 

1 . The action of destining, appointing, foreordain- 
ing, or setting apart to a particular use, purpose, 
or end; th.e fact of being destined. (In mod. use 
influenced by sense 2.) 

2598 Florio, Destinations , destination. 1623 Cockeram, 
Destination , an appointment. 1628 Spencer Logick 208 
The flesh of man and beasts doe differ in their proper being, 
and Gods destination. 1755 Young Centaur L Wks. 1757 
IV. 224 It is said, there must be heresies. .And why? There 
is.. no fatal necessity for them, from God’s destination. 
2762 Kames Elern. Crit. (1763) I. ii. 246 No other branch, 
of the human constitution shows more visibly our destina- 
tion for society. . than appetite for fame. 3 868 M. P attison 
Acadent. Org . v. 120 That the destination given to these 
endowments Dy their founders was wise and politic. 


b. transf. The end or purpose for which a 
person or thing is destined ; in quot. 1749, the pro- 
fession or business for which a person is destined. 

#1656 Bp. J. Hall Rent. Wks. (1660) II. 258 Relative, 

I say, not inherent in themselves but in reference to their 
use, and destination. 1749 Chesterf. Lett. II. ccvii. 293 
In your destination you will have frequent occasions to 
speak in public. 2753 Young Centaur ii. Wks. 1757 IV. 
160 There is not a fly, but has had infinite wisdom concern’d 
not only in its structure, but in its destination. 2795 Chris- 
tian in Blacks tone's Comm. (2809) IV. 82 Sending intelli- 
gence to the enemy of the destinations and designs of this 
kingdom, in order to assist them in their operations against 
us . . is high treason. 1876 Mozley Univ. Serm . xiii. 235 
A destination above the objects, the employments, and the 
abilities of this world. 

2 . spec. The fact of being destined or bound for 
a particular place ; hence, short for place of desti- 
nation , the place for which a person or thing is 
destined ; the intended end of a journey or course. 
(Now the usual sense.) 

1787 Canning Microcosm. No. 32 T 2 That traveller will 
arrive sooner at his place of destination. 1797 Mrs. Rai> 
cliffe Italian vi, Anxiety as to the place of her destination. 
a 1813 Southey Nelson I. 199 (L.) ‘It [the fleet] has as 
many destinations ’ he [Nelson] said ‘as there were coun- 
tries 2828 Webster, s.v., The ship left her destination ; 
but it is more usual to say, the place of her destination. 
1832 Ht. Martineau Ireland iii. 45 She. .held by his arm 
till they arrived at their destination. 1885 ric/ 48-49 Viet. 
c. 60 § 20 Ships, .whose last port of clearance or port of des- 
tination is in any such possession. 1892 Leeds Mercury 27 
May 5/1 [He] has at length arrived at his destination. 

3. Sc. Lazo. a. The nomination, by the will of 
the proprietor, of successors to heritable or movable 
property in a certain order, b. The series of heirs 
succeeding to such property, whether by will or by 
the course of law. 

1754 Erskine Princ. Sc. Law (1809) 130 Subjects origi- 
nally moveable become heritable : 2. By the proprietor's 
destination. Thus, a jewel, or any other moveable subject, 
may be provided to the heir. 2862 W. ^ Bell Diet. Law 
Scot, s.v., A destination ‘ to A. and his heirs of line carries 
the property to the heir in heritage, exclusive of the heir of 
conquest . . A destination to heirs-male excludes^ females. 
2884 Law Reports 9 App. Cases 325 Destinations in favour 
of such third persons, .are presumed to be testamentary and 
revocable. 

B estimator (de'stin^tsr). rare. [a. L. desti- 
ned or, agent-n. from destinare to Destine.] One 
who destines ; one who fixes or pronounces a des- 
tiny ; a dealer in destinies. 

1579 J. Jones Preserv. Bodie # Soul 1. xli. 94 Detestable 
Soothsayers, and dissembling destinators. 1620 Bp. Webbe 
Posie Spir. Flowers , Time’s Creator and destinator. 
Destine (de*stin), v. Forms : 4-5 destayn(e, 
4-6 -ten, 5 -tan(e, -teyne, 5 -6 -tyne, 6 -tyng, 
6- destine, [a. F. destiner (T2ih c. in Hatz.~ 
Darm.), ad. L. destinaw to make fast or firm, 
establish, destine, f. De- 1 . 3 + *standre, causal 
deriv. of stare to stand.] 

•f l. trans. To ordain, appoint (formally or de- 
finitely). Oh. (or merged in 3.) 

c 2400 Destr . Troy 2673 It was desteynid by dome, & for 
due holdyn..Thay affermyt hit fully. 2613 J , Salkeld 
Treat. A ngels 80 [Angels] destined for the perpetuall motion 
of the heavens. 2762 Hume Hist. Eng, I. x. 205 His ap- 
panage, which the late king had destined him. 2882 Duf- 
field Don Quix. I. xxv. 344 This is the place, O ye 
heavens ! which I destine and select for bewailing the 
misfortune. 

2 . As the act of the Deity, Fate, or a supernatural 
power : To appoint or fix beforehand, to predeter- 
mine by an unalterable decree or ordinance. Now 
chiefly in pass. : To be divinely appointed or fated ; 
often in weakened sense, expressing little more than 
the actual issue of events as ascertained by subse- 
quent experience, without any definite reference to 
their predetermination. (Usually with inf) 

c 2300 [see Destining below], a 2340 Hampole Psalter 
Ixviu. 33 ]>e boke of life is fie knawynge of god, in fie 
whilke he has destaynd all goed men to be safe, a 2400- 
50 Alexander 518 A barne ..fiat drhtyn after fii day has 
destaned to regne. <72489 Caxton Sonnes of Aymon vii. 
276 Yf god destyneth hym, he shall wynne the pryse. 
1583 G. Bucks Commend, verses , Watson's Centurie of 
Lone, The starr’s, which did at Petrarch's byrthday 
raigne. Were fixt againe at thy natimty, Destening thee 
the Thuscan’s poesie, a 2680 Butler Rent. (1750) I. 13 
Since the World . . prevents Our best and worst 'Experi- 
ments ; (As if th’ were destin’d to miscarry). 2729 Young 
Revenge 1 v. i, Lovers destin'd for each other. 2826 Wilson 
City of Plague 11. ii. 95 Two such souls Are not by God 
destined to live apart. 2856 Emerson Eng. Traits , Result 
Wks. (Bohn) II. 134 Their [the English] speech seems 
destined to be the universal language of men. 1870 E. 
Peacock Ralf Skirl. III. 213 He was, however, not 
destined to escape so easily, 2874 Green Short Hist . vu. 
§ 1. 343 One who was destined to eclipse even the fame of 
Colet as a popular preacher. 

b. quasi -impers. (passive or active) with in- 
direct obj, and infin. (subject). 

? a 2400 M orte A rth. 664 If me be destaynede to dye at 
Dryghtyns wylle. <1x400-50 Alexander 692 So was me 
destaned to dye. Ibid. 4115 pat ofier dai be desert fiam 
destaned to ride. 

3 . To fix or set apart in intention for a particular 
purpose, use, end, course of action, etc. ; to design, 
intend, devote, allot. (Most commonly in pass.) 


DESTINED, 
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DESTITUTE, 


C1S30 Ld. .Besnebs Art/,. Lyt. Bryt. (1814) 408 Kyng 
Godyfer dyd destyng hym selfe to come on Gouernar a5 
fast as he might ; but Hector met him fyrst,and. .ouerthrew 
him. *54* R* Copland Galyents '1 'erapetityke 2'Hijb 
Hunny must be medled in all medicamentes destined & 
ordeyned to the vlcere of the Thorax. 1658 Evelyn Fr. 
Card. (1675) 227 Some of these beds you must destine to be 
eaten young and green. 1707 Curios, in Husb. A Card, 31 
The little Hole . .towards the . . Extremity of the Bean, is 
destin d i? r the Entrance of • • aqueous Parts. 1718 Lady 
M. W. Montagu Let. to C'tess 0/ Bristol xo Apr. The 
apartment destined for Audiences. 1818 Jas. Mill 'Brit. 
India III. ii. 68 The time which was destined for re- 
assembling the parliament. 1822 Scott Pirate xxiii, With 
how little security man can reckon upon the days which he 
destines to happiness. 1844 Lingard Anglo-Sax. Ch. (1858) 
II. xiv. 302 The ship destined to transport the missionaries. 
4 , pass. To be destined : to be bound (for a par- 
ticular place) : see Destined ppl. a. 2 b. 

Hence f De'stining vbl. sb. Obs. 

c 1300 K.Alis. 6867 Of God hit was thy destenyng. c 1440 
Gaw. # Got. 270 Dede be my destenyng. 

Destine, obs. f. Destin, Destiny. 


Destined (de*stind ),///. a. [f. prec. vb. + -edC] 

1 . Appointed or fixed by fate, or by a divine decree 
or purpose; foreordained, predetermined, fated. 
(Now often in weakened sense * 4 that is (or was) 
to be ’ ; cf. prec. 2.) 

*597 Shaks. Lover's Compl. 156 But ah, who ever shunn’d 
by precedent The destined ill she must herself assay? 
1637 Milton Lycidas 20 So may some gentle Muse With 
lucky words favour my destined urn. 1697 Dryden Virg. 
Mneid 1, Before he won the Latian realm, and built the 
destin’d town, c 1703 Prior Ode Col. G. Villiers 92 The 
infernal judge’s dreadful pow’r, From the dark urn shall 
throw thy destin’d hour. 1810 Scott Lady of L. 1, xxiv, 
A destined errant knight I come, Announced by prophet 
sooth and old. 1887 Bowen Virg. AZneid m. 145 When 
this burden of woe to its destined end will be brought. 

F b. c Devoted \ doomed. Obs. 

a 1721 Prior (J.), May Heav’n around this destin’d head 
The choicest of its curses shed. 

2 . Fixed in human intention ; intended, designed : 
cf. prec. 3. 

1661 Bramhall Just Vind. iv. 87 Their long destined 
project. _ 1709 Steele Tatler No. 58 t 1 To restore her to 
her destined Husband. 1754 Dodsley Agric. 111. (R.), To 
reach the destin’d goal. 

b. spec. Fixed or appointed to go to a particular 
destination ; = Bound ppl. af 2. 

01790 Willock Voy. 20 [They] proceed to whatever ship 
they are destined. 1853 Phillips Rivers Yorksk. ix. 239 
The troops destined for Britain, usually marched through 
Gaul. 1888 Pall Mall G. 3 Apr. 13/2 There were some 
railway phrases then [1838-9] introduced . . You were asked 
the place to which you were ‘destined’, the place itself 
being your 4 destination ’. 

Destine© (de=stinr). nonce-wd. [see -EE.] The 
person for whom something (as a message, etc.) is 
destined. 


1881 Blackw. Mag. Apr. 472 * Meet me at half-past seven ’ 
often reaches the destinee as ‘ Meet me at half-past eleven*. 

Bestinee, destinie, obs. forms of Destiny. 
Bestinezite (destine* *z3it). Min. [Named 
1881 after M. Destinez: see -ITE.] A phosphate 
of iron, a variety of diadochite, from Vise in 
Belgium. 

1882 Dana Min. App. iii. 36. 

Destinist (de*stinist). rare. [f. Desttny + 
-1ST.] A believer in destiny, a fatalist. So De*s- 
tinism, belief in destiny, fatalism. (In mod. Diets.) 

1846 Worcester, Destinist, a believer in destiny ; fatalist. 
Phren. Jour. 

F Bestinour- Obs. [a. AFr. destinour, OF. 
destineor , ad. L. destindtor Destinator.] Fie 
who destines ; the Author of destiny. 

6* 1400 tr. Secreta Secret. (E.E.T.S.\ Gervt. Lordsch. 65 Men 
oghte wyth byse prayers bysek }> e heghe destynour. .pat he 
wille oberwyse ordeyne. 

Bestiny (de*stmi), sb. Forms: 4 destine, 
-ene(d), -ane(e, 4-5 destyne, -ynie, -any(e, 
4-6 destenie, -enye, 4-7 -eny, 5 -inee, -ynee, 
-eyne, -enye, -ayne, disteyne, -yne, 5-6 des- 
tyny, -onie, -onye, 6-7 destinie, 6- destiny. 
[ME., a. OF. destinie (12th c.in Littre)=Pr. desti- 
nada , It* destinata , fern. sb. from L. pa. pple. des- 
tined us, - a : see -ade suffix.] 

I. As a fact or condition. 

1 . That which is destined or fated to happen ; 
predetermined events collectively; =Fate sb. 3a. 

1340-70 A lisaunder 1026 Hee shall bee doluen and ded 
as destenie fades. 0x425 Wyntoun Cron. vi. xiii. 134 And 
sua ware brokyn Destyne. c 1440 Promf. Parti. 120 Des- 
teyne, or happe .. fatum. 1717 tr. Leibnitz in Clarke 8c 
Leibnitz Collect. Papers v. 165 There is fatum Ckristia- 
num, A certain destiny of every thing, regulated by the 
foreknowledge and providence of God. 1849 Whittier 
Voices of Freedom, Crisis x, This day we fashion Destiny, 
our web of Fate we spin. 

Fib. A declaration or prognostication of what is 
fated to happen. Obs. rare, 

1602 Fulbkcke Pandectes 40 /Eneas commeth into Italie 
to maintaine warre by destinies, and oracles. 

2 . That which is destined to happen to a parti- 
cular person, country, institution, etc. ; (one’s) 
appointed lot or fortune ; what one is destined to 
do or suffer ; = Fate sb. 3 b. 


c 1323 E. E. Allit. P. C. 49 Jif me he dytjt a destyne due 
to haue. c 1386 Chaucer Knt.'s T. 250 If so be my destynee 
be shapen By eterne word to dyen in prisoun. c 1430 Merlin 
582 On monday by goode distyne we shall meve alle to go 
towarde Clarence. 1548 Hall Chron. 91 The common 
people lamented their miserable destiny. 1583 Stubbes 
Anat. Abus. n. (1882) 63 Oh, I was borne to it, it was my 
destonie. 1596 Shaks. Merck . V. u. ix. 83 The ancient 
saying . . Hanging and wiuing goes by destinie. 1603 
Metcb. iii. v. 17 Thither he Will come, to know his Destinie. 
1663 SirT. Herbert Trav. (1677) 63 The reward and destiny 
due to Traytors overtakes them. 1812 J. Wilson Isle of 
Palms ix. 586 Sublimely reconciled To meet and bear her 
destiny. 2841 Miss Mitford in L’Estrange Life III. viii. 
117 All literary people die overwrought; it is the destiny 
of the class. 

3 . In weakened sense (cf. Destine v. 2) : What 
in the course of events will become or has become 
of a person or thing; ultimate condition; = Fate 
sb. 4. (Also mpl . ; cf. fortunes.) 

1555 Eden Decades 58 The vnfortunate destenie of Petrus 
de Vmbria. 2665 Sir T. Herbert Trav. (1677) 272 Jacob 
was murdered.. and Issuff died of an Imposthume, Their 
Children also had little better destiny. 1716 Lady M. W. 
Montagu Let. to Lady X— 1 Oct., They seem worthy of 
another destiny. 1835 H. Reed Led. Eng. Hist. iv. 120 
That battle which settled the destiny of Saxon independence. 
2887 Bowen Virg. VEneid m. 53 Troy’s strength broken, 
her destinies waning. 

II. As an agency or agent. 

4 . The power or agency by which, according to 
various systems of philosophy and popular belief, 
all events, or certain particular events, are unalter- 
ably predetermined ; supernatural or divine pre- 
ordination; overruling or invincible necessity; *= 
Fate sb. 1. (Often personified ; see also 5.) 

c 1340 Gaw. fy Gr. Knt. 1752 How hat destine schulde J>at 
day [dygt] his wyrde. c 1385 Chaucer L. G. IV. 952 Dido, 
He..sayleth forth.. Towarde Ytayle. as wolde destanee. 
c 1530 More Answ. Frith Wks. 839/2 Some ascribing all 
thyng to destyny without any power of mannes free wyll 
at all. 1600 E. Blount tr. Conestaggio 19 It seemed that 
some furious destinie lead him headlong to his end. x6xo 
Shaks. Temp. in. iii. 53 Three men of sinne, whom destiny 
That hath to instrument this lower world. .the. -Sea Hath 
caus’d to belch vp. 1667 Milton P. L. iv. 58 Had his 
powerful Destiny ordaind Me some inferiour Angel. 1791 
Cowper Iliad xviii. 678 The force Of ruthless Destiny. x866 
G. Macdonald Ann . Q. Neighb. i. (1878) 1 That destiny 
which took form to the old pagans as a gray mist high 
above the heads of their gods. 1887 Bowen Virg. Eclogue 
iv. 46 4 Ages blest, roll onward 1 ’ the Sisters of Destiny 
cried. 

F b. With possessive pronoun : The power or 
agency held to predetermine a particular person’s 
life or lot. Obs. 

c 1325 E. E. A Hit. P. A. 757 My dere destyne Me ches to 
hys make al-)?a3 vnmete. c 1374 Chaucer Anel. <$• A rc. 339 
Thus holdithe me my destenye a wrechche. a 1668 Denham 
(J. 1 , Had thy great destiny but given thee skill To know, as 
well as pow’r to act her will. 

5 . Afythol. The goddess of destiny; pi the three 
goddesses held, in Greek and Roman mythology, 
to determine the course of human life ; the Fates : 
see Fate sb. 2. 

14. . Led. § Eng . Voc. in Wr.-Wulcker 573/35 Cloto, on of 
thre shapsisterys vel shappystrys [vel destynyes], 1593 
Shaks. Rick. II, j. ii. 15 Seuen faire branches .. Some .. 
dride by natures course, Some.. by the destinies cut. 1623 
Lisle VElfric on O. # N. Test. Ded. 27 So charge the 
Destinies their spindle runne. 1712 Addison Sped. No, 
523 T 7, 1 shall not allow the Destinies to have had an hand 
in the deaths of the several thousands who have been slain 
in the late war. 1814 Southey Roderick xxi. 345 We, poor 
slaves, .must drag The Car of Destiny, where’er she drives 
Inexorable and blind. 1857 Whewell Hist. Induct. Sc. I, 
125 The adamantine distaff which Destiny holds. 

III. attrib. 

1552 Huloet, Desteny readers or tellers, Fatidici. 

t Be'stiny, v. Obs. [f. prec. sb. Cf. to fatel\ 
tram. To destine, foreordain, predetermine. 

c 1400 Test. Love m. (1560) 298/1 If in that manner bee 
said, God toforne have destenied both badde and her bad 
werkes. 1320 Caxtou’s Chron. Eng. 11. xob/x That lande is 
destenyed and ordeyned for you and for your people. 1392 
Chettlk Kinde-harts Dr. (1841) 58 Hidden treasure is by 
spirits possest, and they keepe it onely for them to whome 
it is destinied. 1652 J. Wright tr .Camus' Nature's Faroe- 
dox 63 The high Providence of Heaven . . destinying me to 
misfortune. 

b. To devote to some fate by imprecation. 

a 1450 Knt. de la Tour (1868} 108 It is gret perille for 
fader and moder to curse her children ne forto destenie hem 
vnto any wicked thinge. 

c. To divine or prognosticate (what is destined 
to happen). (Cf. prec. 1 b.) 

1348 Hooper Declar. Ten Comntandm. jv, Such as give 
faith unto. .such as destinieth what shall happen. .com- 
mitteth idolatry. 

t Bestiny*, ppl a. Obs. rare. In 5 destyne, 
6 destany. [a. F. destini , pa. pple. of destiner to 
Destine.] Destined. 

C1474 Caxton Troye 198 (Sommer 397) Shewyng hym by 
certayne signes that bit was destyne that another shold 
make the Cyte. 15x3 Douglas Mneis vii. iii. 36 All haill, 
thou ground and land, quod he in by, By the fatis vnto me 
destany. 

f Be*stitue, V. Obs. rare. Pa. t. destitut. 
[a. F. destituer to deprive (of something sustain- 
ing), ad. L. destituere : see next and cf. Consti- 
tue.] trans. To deprive. (In quot. refl.) 


c 1400 Desir. Troy 728 Soche a maiden to mar )>at most 
louet. .And dawly hir distitut f printed -ur] of hir dere fader. 

f Bestrtuent, Obs. [ad. L. destituent-em , 
pr. pple. of destitute (see next).] Wanting, lacking. 

x66o Jer. Taylor Duct. Dubit. n. iii. Rule xi. § 15 When 
any condition, .is destituent or wanting, the duty it self falls. 

Bestitute (de*stitiz^t), a. "(and sb.) Also 5 
destitut, -tuyt, -tud, distytute, 6 destytude, 
distitute. [ad. L. destitut-us abandoned, forsaken, 

E a. pple. of destituere to forsake, abandon, desert, 
De- I. 1, 2 + statute to set up, place.] 

FI. Abandoned, forsaken, deserted. Obs . 

1382 Wyclif Rev. xviii. 17 For in oon hour so many 
richessis ben destitute [Vuig. destitute sunt]. 1480 Cax- 
ton Chron. Eng. ccxxvi. 23 3 Long large and wyde clothes 
destytut and desert from al old honeste and good vsage. 
1392 Nobody Someb. (1878) 350 Great houses long since 
built Lye destitute and wast, because inhabited by Nobody. 
1393 Shaks. Lticr. 441 Left their round turrets destitute 
and pale. 

b. Of persons : Forsaken, left friendless or help- 
less, forlorn. (Blending at length with sense 3.) 

*5*3 More in Grafton Chron. (1568) II. 757 If devision, and 
dissencion of their friendes, had not unarmed them, and left 
them destitute. 1530 Palsgr. 3x0/1 Destytut forsaken; 
destitue. 1632 Sherwood, To leaue destitute, destituer, 
tibandonner en detresse. 1704 Cocker, Destitute, left 
forsaken. 1706 Phillips (ed. Kersey), Destitute , deprived, 
bereaved, forsaken, forlorn. X740 Dyche & Pardon, Desti- 
tute, helpless, forlorn, forsaken ; in want and misery. 1753 
J ohnson, Destitute . . 2. Abject, friendless. 

2 . F a. Deprived or bereft of (something for- 
merly possessed). Obs. b. Devoid of wanting or 
entirely lacking in (something desirable). 

a. X413 Pylg. Sowle xv. xx. (Caxton, 1483) 67 Thou art of 
comforte destytuyt I see And so am I. O careful now ben we. 
14.. Why I can't be a Nun 97 in E. E. P. 11862) 140, 
I am alle desolate, And of gode cownesayle destitute. 1453 
Dk. of York in Ellis Orig. Lett. Ser. 11, I. 125 Ye stande 
destitut and unpourveyed of a Marshall within the town of 
Calyis. 1491-2 Plumpton Corr. 102, I am distytute of 
money. 

b. c 1500 Lancelot 1178 Shortly to conclud, Our folk of 
help had ben al destitud. 1526-34 Tindale Jas. ii. 15 If 
a brother or a sister be naked or destitute of dayly food. 
CX540 Borde The boke for to Leme A ij b, Not destytude 
of such eommodyties. 1597 Morley Jntrod. Mns. Pref., 
To further the studies of them who . . are destitute of suffi- 
cient masters. 1608 Shaks. Per. v. i. 57 That . . we may 
provision have Wherein we are not destitute for want, But 
weary for the staleness. 1682 Bunyan Holy War (Cassell) 
208 If you were not destitute of an honest heart you could 
not do as you have done. 1718 Freethinker No, 27 ? 2 The 
Age we live in is not wholly destitute of Manly refined 
Spirits. x3o2 Mar. Edgeworth Moral T. (18x6) L iv. 20 
A species of fashionable dialect, devoid of sense, and desti- 
tute of . . wit. 1875 Jowett Plato (ed. 2) III. 5x8 A barren 
waste destitute of trees and verdure. 

F c. Bereft of power to do something. Obs. rare . 
1645 Milton Tetrack. 60 If any therefore demand which 
is now most perfection . . I am not destitute to say, which is 
most perfection. 

3 . Bereft of resources, resonrceless, 1 in want and 
misery J ; now, without the very necessaries of life 
or means of bare subsistence, in absolute want. 

The 16th c. quotations from the Bible have perhaps pro- 
perly the sense 4 forlorn ' (x b) ; but they appear to have led 
the way to the modem sense, which is not recognized by 
Johnson, and is only approached in other 18th c. Diction- 
aries. 

[i535 Coverdale Ps. cff. 17 He turneth him vnto the 
prayer of the poore destitute [16x1 He will regard the 
prayer of the destitute]. 1539 Bible (Great) Heb. xi. 37 
Other .. walked vp and downe in shepes skynnes, and 
goates skynnes, beyng destitute [$0 x6xx, other versions in 
need], troubled, and vexed.] 1740 Dyche & Pardon [see 
1 b]. 1784 Cowper Task iv. 455 Did pity of their sufferings 
. .tempt him into sin For their support, so destitute. 18x3 
Shelley Q. Mab iii. 35 The deep curses which the destitute 
Mutter in secret. 1832 Ht. Martineau Life in Wilds viii. 
xoi He had left his companions in a destitute state. 1838 
Lytton Alice 6, I was then so poor and destitute. 1873 
Jowett Plato (ed. 2) III, xox There is one class which Iras 
enormous wealth, the other is entirely destitute. Mod. 
Help for the destitute poor. 

transf. 1764 Reid Inquiry ii. § 6. 109 These ideas look 
pitifully naked and destitute. 

F 4 . Civil Law. Of a will : Rendered of no effect 
by reason of the refusal or incapacity of the heirs 
therein instituted to take up the inheritance (tesia- 
mentum destitutum) ; abandoned. Obs. 

1774 B i\ Hallifax A ital. Rom. Law (1795) 38 If a Testator 
.. had given freedom to slaves, and the Testament after- 
wards became destitute, the slaves lost their freedom. 

B. as sb. One who is destitute, without friends, 
resources, or the means of subsistence. 

1737 P. St. John Serm. 224 (R.) O, my friends, have pity on 
this poor destitute, for the hand of God hath touched her. 
1784 Unfort. Sensibility II. 12 Considering them as two 
poor destitutes. 1863 Fr. A. Kemble Resid. in Georgia 7 
Ask the thousands of ragged destitutes, 

Bestitute (de-stiti«t), v. Now rare. Pa. t. 
-ed ; in 6 sometimes destitute. [Partly f. Des- 
titute a., partly taken as Eng. repr. of L. desti- 
tuere (ppl- stem destitut-) to put away from oneself, 
forsake, abandon : see prec. adj. Cf. F. destituer y 
ad, L. destituere*] 

Fl- tram. To forsake, desert, abandon, leave to 
neglect. Obs. 

■ 1530 Palsgr. 5x4/1 , 1 destytute, I forsake or leave a thyng 
or persone,/<? destitue. 1330 Crowley Way to Wealth 36a 


DESTITUTELY. 

Oppressed on the one side and destituted on the other. 
1627 Bacon Ess., Plantations ;Arb.) 534 It is the sinfullest 
Thing in the world, to forsake or destitute a Plantation, 
once in Forwardnesse. 1673 Lady's Call. it. § 1 F 16. 62 
God, who permits not even the brutes to destitute their 
young ones. J 

2 . To deprive, bereave, divest of (anything pos- 
sessed) ; to render destitute, reduce to destitution. 

c 1540 Borde The hoke to Leme A ij b, Yf he be destytuted of 
any of the pryncipalles. 1545 J oye Exp. Dan. v.tR.), So that 
the chirches and ciuile mmistracion be not destituted lerned 
men at any tyme. c 1561 Yeron Free-will 44 b. The mercye 
of God whereof they be al together destituted. 1605 H if.ro n 
Short Dial. 61 That which desti[t]uteth so great a number 
of whole families. 1612 T. Taylor Comm. Titus i, 11 Let 
it take any one part, and destitute it of heate and vital! 
spirits. 1820 Shelley Let. to Godwin 7 Aug., I have given 
you the amount of a considerable fortune, and have desti- 
tuted myself, .of nearly four times the amount. 

3 . spec. To deprive of dignity or office; to depose. 
[mod.F. destituer.l 

1653 Baxter Ckr. Concord 70 Where are the Cardinals 
and Bishops communicating with one excommunicated, 
instituted by one destituted? 1716 M. Davies A then. Brit. 
I. 131 Let not the Patriarch think ... to destitute or depose 
me. 1889 B. M. Gardiner in Academy 16 Nov. 314/3 He 
was destituted by the General Council of the Commune. 

4 . To leave destitute or waste, to lay waste. 

1593 Nashe Christ’s T. (16x3) 40 By none shall the 

Sanctuary be defended, but those that wold haue none 
destitute or defloure it but themselues. 1890 A. Rimmer 
Sutnm. Rambles Manchester p. v. He would Jhave thought 
that his country had been overrun by foreign foes and 
destituted. 

f 5 . To make void, frustrate, defeat, disappoint. 
C1550 Bale K. Johan (Camden) 100 Examples we hare 
in Brute, In Catilyne, in Cassius, and fayer Absolon, Whome 
of their purpose God alwayes destytute. 1593 Nashe Foure 
Lett. Confut. 42 If you haue anie new infringement to desti- 
tute the inditement of forgerie that I bring against you. 
a 1619 Fqtherby Atheom. 1. ii. § t (1622)8 Lest ., he he 
needlesly offended, when his expectation is destituted. 
Hence De'stifcuted ppl. a ., De-stitutmg vbl. sb. 
3550 Veron Godly Saiyngs (1846) 139 He that seeth his 
brother or his syster naked or destituted of daylye fode. 
1580 Hollyband Treas. Fr. T ong, Destitution $ delaisse - 
ntent , Destituting or disappointing. 1587 Fleming Contn . 
Holimhed III. 1027/2 This monasterie for sundrie yeares 
was left destituted. 1662 J. Bargrave Pope Alex. VII (1867) 
95 He was a destituted young lad, out of all conversation. 

De'stitutely, a.dv. [f. Destitute a. + «ly 2 .] 
In a destitute condition. 

1548 Udall, etc. Erasm. Par. x Tim. v. (R.\ She heyng 
destitutely lefte withoutecomforte of husbande, of children . . 
of all the worldes solace. 

Destituteness, [f. as prec. +-NESS.] The 
state or condition of being destitute. 

1657 Gaule Sapient. Justif. 70 The destituteness and 
desperateness of the Disease. 1668 H. More Div. Dial. 
ir. vi. (1713) 107 The weakness and destituteness of the 
Infant. 1818 Bentham Ch. Eng. 19 Its utter destituteness 
of all warrant from Scripture. 1835 Greswell Parables II. 
293 The child, in the literal sense of the word, is the emblem 
of weakness, destituteness, ignorance, imperfection. 
Destitution (destitizPjbn). [a. F. destitution 
(1316 in Godef. Suppt), ad. L. destitution-em for- 
saking, abandoning, n. of action from destitute 
(see above) ; in Romanic usually a noun of con- 
dition.] 

1 1 . The action of deserting or forsaking. Obs. 
1656 Blount Glossogr., Destitution , a leaving or for- 
saking. 1678 Phillips, Destitution, an utter forsaking or 
deserting. 1727 Bailey vol. II, Destitution , a leaving, or 
forsaking, an utter abandoning ; also, a being left, forsaken, 
etc. 

2 . Deprivation of office ; discharge ; dismissal. 

155$ Act t-2 Phil. $ M. c. 8 § 33 The Institutions and 

Destitutions of and in Benefices and Promotions Ecclesi- 
astical. ^ 1644 H. Leslie Blessing of Judah 27 In Law, 
Institution and Destitution belong both to one. 1683 Fitz- 
william in Lady Russell's Lett. vii. (1773) 8 Want of leisure 
occasioned by the destitution of a Curate by illness. 1864 
Trench Parables 408 The man '.the unjust steward] not so 
much as attempting a defence, his destitution [ed. 1886 
dismissal] follows, 

3 . a. The condition of being abandoned or left 
helpless, of being deprived or bereft (of anything), 
b. The condition of wanting or being lacking {of 
or f in anything) ; want. 

**1440 Found. St. Bartholomew's 59 A certeyne woman. . 
was smyte with a Palsy . . And yn that destitucyoun of her 
lymmys duryd nat a litill tyme, 1594 Hooker Eccl Pol. 1. 
x. (1611) 25 Destitution in these [food and clothing] is such 
an impediment. 1597 J. Payne Royal Exch. 12 Theire 
destitucion of zeale to Gods glorie. 1684 Fitzwiluam in 
Lady Russell's Lett. xii. (1773) 19 The destitution of his 
real self, will . . cause a stronger sense of your loss. 1727 
Bailey vol. II [see ij. a 1768 Sterne Lett. xci.(R.), Thy 
mother and thyself at a distance from me.. what can com- 
pensate for such a destitution ? 1790-1810 Combe Devil on 
Two Sticks (x8x 7) IV, 242 A destitution of all principle, 
honour, sentiment, and feeling. 1838 Prescott Ferd. <$- Is. 
(1846) I. vii. 336 This, .does not necessarily imply any desti- 
tution ofjust moral perceptions. 1853 Kane Grinnell Exp. 
xv. (1856) 1 16 That ..destitution of points of comparison, 
which make[s] the pyramids so deceptive. 

4 . spec. The condition of being destitute of re- 
sources ; want of the necessaries of life. 

a 1600 Hooker (J.), They, .are not left in so great destitu- 
tion, that justly any man should think the ordinary means 
of eternal life taken from them. ^ 1639 Hammond On Ps. 
*xv. 1 7 Paraphr. 142 My anxieties and destitutions daily 
increase- 1775 Ash, Destitution , want, poverty. 5849 
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Cobden Speeches 33 Left in a state of destitution, 2863 
Mary Hovvitt F. Bremer's Greece II. xiv. 108 The Christian 
inhabitants of Thessaly would be reduced to destitution, 
2872 Yeats Growth Comm. 62 He put an end to his life as 
the only means of escaping destitution. 

Destonie, -nye, obs. forms of Destiny. 
Destorb, destourb, obs. forms of Disturb.^ 
il Destour, dastur (destueu). Also 7 dis- 
tore(e, distoore, destoor, dustoor. [Pcrs.j^*^^ 
dastur , prime minister, vizier Pahlavi 

dastohar , prime minister, councillor of state, high 
priest of the Parsees.] A chief priest of the Parsees. 

1630 Lord Banians Per sees via. (Yule), Iheir Distoree 
or high priest 1665 Sir T. Herbert Trav. (1677/ 55 The 
Distoore or Pope, .has thirteen [precepts]. 1696 Ovington 
Voy. Surat 376 (Yule) The highest Priest of the Persies is 
called Destoor, their ordinary Priests Daroos or Hurboods. 
1776 Gibbon Deal. $ F. (1836) VIII. 8x If the destour be 
satisfied, your soul will escape hell. 1777 J. Richardson 
Dissert. East . Nations 10 The wretched rhymes of a modern 
Parsi Destour. 1809 M. Graham jrnl. (1812) (Yule), The 
Dustoor is the chief priest of his sect in Bombay. 1802 M. 
Haug Ess. Sacr. Lang . Parsees 52 The Dustoors, as the 
spiritual guides of the Parsee community, should take a 
chief part in it 1878 - — Relig. of Parsees (ed. 2)^ 17 He 
bribed one of the most learned Dasturs^ Dastur Darab, at 
Surat to procure him manuscripts and to instruct him in the 
Avesta and Pahlavi languages. 

Destourn, obs. form of Disturn v. 

Destrain, -ayn, -ein, etc., obs. ff. Distrain y. 
Destraugbt, obs. f. Distraught pa.pple dis- 
tracted. 

t Destray ' t. Obs. Also -te, -tte. [a. OF. 
destreit (- ait , - oit ), mod.F. dHroit ‘a strait, a 
narrow place or passage, a defile, a confined place ' 
late pop. L. district-uni , from districtus tight, 
strict, severe, pa. pple. of distringdre to Distrain : 
cf. District.] A narrow pass or defile. 

1481 Caxton Godfrey clxv. 244 The day after passed they 
by a moche sharp & aspre way, & after descended by a 
destrayt in to a playne. c 1500 Melusine lvii. 336 On the 
morne he passed the destraytte & mounted the mountaynes. 

f Desire'Clie, V. Obs. rare — 1 , [app. irreg. f. 
De- pref. + Stretch v. : perh. after stroy, destroy , 
strain , destrain , etc.] intr. To stretch out, extend. 

c 1475 How wyse man taught Sone 30 in Q. Eliz . Acad. 53 
Als ferre as mesure wyll destreche. 

De*strer, de*strier (de-stroi, -iai, destrie-i). 
arch. Also 4-5 destrere, 5 deistrere, dextrer(e, 
(9 dexter, 9 dextrier, destriere). [ME. destrer , 
a. AF. destrer -OF. destrier =-Pr. destrier , It. de- 
strier e, ~ero :—late L. dextrari-us, in full equus 
dextrdrius , f. dextra right hand : so called from 
being led by the squire with his right hand.] 

A war-horse, a charger. 

a. in contemporary use. 

C1300 K. Alts. 801 The Knighttes hunteth after dere, On 
fote and on destrere. Ibid. 4924 The quene may lecle Twenty 
thousande maidens upon destrers. c 1314 Guy Warw. iA.) 
2356 Sir Gii him smot to Gaier, And feld him doun of his 
destrer. C1330 R. Brunne Chron. (1810) 124T0 ded pan gon 
he falle doun of his destrere. c 1386 Chaucer Sir Thopas 
202 By hym baiteth his dextrer [v.r. destrer, dester, deistrere, 
dextrere). c 1450 Lonelich Grail xiiL 87 Faste preking vp- 
pon a destrere. c 1477 Caxton Jason 9 b, Two right fayr 
and excellent destriers or horses, c X500 Melusine xix. 82 
Then descended Raymondin fro the destrer. 

8. historical or arckaistic. (Chiefly in BY. spelling.) 

1720 Strype S tends Surv. (1754) 1 . 11. ii. 354/1 So far into 
the Thames, as a horseman at low water, riding upon his 
Destrier into the river could dart his lance from him. 1803 
S, Pegge A need. Eng. Lang. 287 Dexters seem to have 
been what we should call Chargers. 1820 Scott Ivanhoe 
xl, Some palfrey whose pace may be softer than that of my 
destrier. 1845 T. B. Shaw in Blackw. Mag. LVIII. 146 
The Prince pricks along on his faithful destrere, 1845 J. 
Saunders Piet. Eng. Life , Chaucer 76 The war horses 
were led by the squires, who always keeping them in their 
right hand, they were called dextriers. 1858 Morris Sir 
Galahad Poems 51 Needs must roll The proudest destrier 
sometimes in the dust. 1869 Freeman Norm. Conq. (1876) 
III. xii. 175 The knight on his destrier. 1894 A. Lang in 
Longnt. Mag. June 214 The Maiden called for her great 
destrier, But he lashed like a fiend when the Maid drew near. 
Destreyn(e, obs. forms of Distrain. 
Destribute, obs. var. of Distribute v. 
f Destruction. Obs. rare ~ [app. f. De- 1 . 1 
+ L. sirictio binding, Striction.] 

1727 Bailey vol. II, Destriction, a binding. 

Destrie% obs. form of Destroy v. 
fDestrrgment, Obs. rare- [f. L. destrin- 
gere to strip off, strigmentum that which is scraped 
or scratched off.] 

1727 Bailey vol. II, Destrigment , that which is scraped 
or pulled of any thing. 

tDestri tion. Obs. rare. [? a. OF. destruision 
destruction, f. destruire to Destroy (cf. destrie ).] 
Ravaging, ruin. 

* 4 - . Childeof Bristowe 328 in Hazl. E. P. P.l. 123 Where 
his fader dud destrition to man or womman in any toun . .he 
shal make aseth therfore, and his good ayen restore. 

Destroer, obs. form of Destroyer. 
t Destrou*ble, V. Obs. [a. OF. destroubler , 
delroubler (Godef.), f. des-, L. dis- + troubler to 
Trouble. Cf. Disturble.] trans. To trouble ; to 
make it troublesome for. 


DESTKOY. 

ax4&s ICnt. de la T0ur (iS6S) 43 Ye haue destroubled the 
parisshenes to here masse. *474 Caxton Chesse 94 Auarice 
destroubleth fayth. 

Destroy (d^stroi-), V. Forms: 3-4 destrai-e(n, 
3-5 -struy-e(n, -stru-e(n, (-stru, -striu), 4-5 
-stry(e, 4-6 -stroye, (5 -strode, 6 -strowe), 6-7 
-stroie, 5 -destroy; also 4disstrie,dysstrye, 4-5 
distruy(e, -truie, -truy^s, -tro^e, -trou, 4-6 dis- 
troy(e, 4-7 distroie, 5 distrie, distroi, 5-6 dys- 
troy(e, dis-, dystrow(e, -true, distrye. [ME. 
dcstruy-en, etc., a. OF. dcslrui-re (mod.F. dkruire 
=Pr. and Sp. destruir , It. disti'uggere ) late pop. 
L. *destrug#re , ppl. stem destruct for cl, L. des- 
truZre y f. De- 1.6 + strudre to pile up, construct.] 
1 . tracts. To pull down or undo (that which has 
been built) ; to demolish, raze to the ground. 

1297 R. Glouc. (1724) 242 Edwyne. destrude wyde aboute 
.. AUe ys stedes, ver and ner, and to grounde caste. 
<21300 Fall 4 Passion 85 in E. E. P, (18621 15 He wolde 
destru temple an chirche. a X300 Cursor M. 23348 iCott.) 
Bath destrui ]mm tun and tur. c 1380 Wyclif Serm. Sel. 
Wks. I. 25 pi wallis al distried % c 1400 Maundev. i Roxb.) v. 
15 pare was. .a faire citee of Cristen men, but Sarzenes hase 
destruyd it, 1489 Caxton Faytes of A. 11. xxxvn. 157 The 
cite of rome shulde haue be dystroyed. 15x3 Bradshaw 
St. Werhirge n. 694 This kyng entended by mortall enuy 
The cite of Chestre to spoyle and distrye. 1526 -34 Tindale 
John ii. 19 Iesus answered and sayd vnto them, destroye 
this temple, and in thre dayes I will reare it vp agayne, 
1632 J. Hayward tr. Biondi's Eromena 78 To unaergoe the 
brunt of destroying Epicamido's whole campe. 1760-72 
tr. Juan 4 Ulloa's Voy. led. 3) II. 82 Another earthquake 
happened, by which several houses were destroyed. 1834 
L. Ritchie PVand. by Seine 237 The English destroyed 
[the monastery] and half a century afterwards rebuilt it, 
b. Said of the action of water in dissolving and 
demolishing or washing away. 

1632 Lithgow Trav. yn. 3x7 For tbe nature of violent 
streames. .[is to] destroy all that they debord upon. 1659 
B. Harris Parivats Iron Age 67 Like a Torrent, which 
carries away, and destroies all. 1760-72 tr, Juan 4 Ulloa's 
Voy. (ed. 3) I. 201 The rain utterly destroys all the trenches. 
1835 Cruise Digest (ed. 4) I. m. ii. § 24 If the banks of a 
river are destroyed by a sudden flood it is not waste, 
f 2 . To lay waste, ravage, make desolate. Obs . 
a 1225 Ancr. R. 388 A lefdi. .mid hire uoan biset al abuten, 
and hire lond al destrued. c 1320 Sir Beues 2442 And al 
pe contre, saun doute, pai distruede hit al aboute. C1440 
Promp. Parv. 120 Destroyyn a cuntre (or feeldis P.), de- 
populor \ depredo , devast 0. 1483 Caxton Gold. Leg, 202/r 

That same tyme attila destroyed Italye. 1584 Powell 
Lloyds Cambria 11 Destroied the province of Chester. x6n 
Bible Ezek. xxx. xi The terrible of the nations shall be 
brought to destroy tlie land. 

+ b. To ruin (men), to undo in worldly estate. 
1297 R. Glouc. (T724) 376 He destrude pat pouere vole, 
& nom of hem hys preye. 1621 Bolton St at. Irel. 9 
(an. 25 Hen. VI) The Irish enemies, .destroy the common 
people by lodging upon them in the nights. 

8 . To undo, break into useless pieces, or reduce 
into a useless form, consume, or dissolve (any 
material structure or object). (Now the leading 
sense.) 

c 1314 Guy Warw. (A.) 1120 Mi bodi destrud and leyd on 
here. 1382 Wyclif Prov. xxi. 20 An vnprudent man schal 
distrie it. 1393 Langl. P. PI. C. 1. 212 For meny mannys 
malt we mys wolde distrye. 1700 S. L. tr. Fryke's Voy. 
E. India 245 That day we destroy’d about 1100 of their 
Skiffs, little and great, CX790 Willock Voy, 154 Plunder- 
ing and destroying whatever they can lay hands on, 1798 
H. Skrine Two Tours Wales 155 A fire, by which most 
of the old houses were destroyed. 1828 Ambler Reports 
(ed. 2) I. 147 A deed which was charged in his bill to have 
been destroyed and lost by Roger. 1884 Gustafson Found. 
Death ii. (ed. 3) 25 All the ancient Egyptian works on 
alchemy, .were ruthlessly destroyed by the Roman Emperor 
Diocletian. 1887 Bowen Virg. Mneid v. 700 The vessels of 
Troy, .are saved from flames that destroy, 

b. To render useless, to injure or spoil utterly. 
1542 Boorde Dyetary xi. (1870) 260 God may sende a man 
ood meate, but the deuvll may sende an euyll coke to 
ystrue it. 1555 Eden Decades 1x5 Locustes which e de- 
strowe the fieldes of corne. 1697 Dryden Virg. Georg, iv. 
468 With Elites destroy my Corn. 1774 Goldsm. Nat. Hist. 
(1776) VII. 8 Shells assume every colour but blue; and that, 
sea-water, .would be apt to destroy. 1806 J. Forbes Lett. 
France II. 60 The long drought and extreme heat have de- 
stroyed their vegetables. 

4 . To put out of existence (living beings) ; to 
deprive of life ; to slay, kill. 

(Now chiefly said of war, pestilence, intemperance, etc., 
which destroy multitudes, also of the destruction of noxious 
animals, and of suicide (self-destruction 1.) 

a 1300 Cursor M. 22x33 (Cott.) First hesaldoalledestru [MS. 
Edin. destriu, GStt. distrou] pat halud was of ur lauerd iesu. 
a 1325 Prose Psalter li[i]. 5 per-for shal God destruen h® on 
ende, a 1340 Hampole Psalter ix. 40 When antecrist is dis- 
troid all goed sail regne. C1385 Chaucer L. G. W, 13x8 Dido , 
These lordis. .Wele me distroyen only for goitre sake. 1473 
Warkw. Chron. 20 The Bastarde . . hade purposed to have 
distruyt Kynge Edwarde. 1535 Coverdale Bel $ Dr. 26, 
I shal destroye this dragon without swearde or staff, a 1547 
in Laneham/s Lett (Pref. 1871) 130 Haue youe drunkune 
any contagius drynke to dystrowe your chyld. 1700 
S. L* tr. Fryke's Voy, E. Ind. 291 Rat-Catchers . , destroy 
the Rats and Mice as much as any Cats would. 1712 
Hearne Collect. (Oxf. Hist, Soc.)III. 368 Of whose destroy- 
ing himself I have made mention. 1726 Adv. Capt. R. 
Boyle 131 , 1 was .. going to destroy myself . . in the height 
of my Despair. 1794 Sullivan View Nat II, 252 A deluge 
in Friezeland covered the whole coasts, and destroyed tne 
greatest part of the inhabitants. 1839 T. Beale Hist 
Sperm Whale 160 Those young bulls .. are perhaps the 
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most difficult to destroy. 1887 Bowen Virg. Mneid hi. 1 
It had pleased the Immortals . . to destroy Priam’s innocent 
people. 

5 . To bring to nought, put an end to ; to do away 
with, annihilate (any institution, condition, state, 
quality, or thing immaterial). 

a 1300 Cursor M. 25239 (Cott.) Destru [z>.rr. destroy, 
destroy] J?ou lauerd 1 wit pouste jrin j?e mightes o )>is wij^er- 
win. 1340 Hampole Pr Consc. 4453 pan sal he destroye 
cristen lawe. 1382 Wyclif Prov. xxi. 22 [They] destro^ide 
[1388 distriede] the strengthe of the trost of it. c 1400 Destr. 
Troy 13240 All hir note of Nigromansy naitly distroyet. 
1535 Coverdale Job xiv. 18 So destroyest thou the hope of 
man. 1612 Webster Dutckesse of Malfl iv. ii, So pity 
would destroy pity. 1714 Mrs. Centlivre Wonder iv. 1, 
One tender word destroys a lover's rage, 1752 Johnson 
Rambler No. 193 P 9 Every other enjoyment malice may 
destroy. 1833 L. Ritchie Wand, by Loire 17 To wait . . 
would destroy the little chance we appeared to have. 1841-4 
Emerson Ess., Intellect Wks. (Bohn) I. 143 Silence is a 
solvent that destroys personality. 1893 Law Times XCIV. 
603/2 He.. had been heard to express a determination to 
destroy his life. 

fb. Math. To cancel, eliminate, cause to disap- 
pear. Obs. 

1706 W. Jones Syn. Palmar. Matkeseos 130 After the same 
manner any other Term in this . . Equation may be destroyed. 
1763 W. Emerson Metk. Increments 123, 2 series, where all 
the terms destroy one another except the first. 

0. Law. To nullify, invalidate, do away with. 

1818 Cruise Digest (ed. 2) II. 353 A person who has only 
a trust estate, cannot, .destroy a contingent remainder ex- 
pectant on his estate. Ibid. V. 217 A power collateral to 
the land, .cannot be barred or destroyed by a fine levied 
[etc.]. 1892 Goodeve Pers. Property (ed. 2; 361 The statutes 
above cited do not destroy the right. 

6. To counteract or neutralize the effect of; to 
render of no avail. 

1729 Butler Serm. Wks. 1874 II. no These contrary 
passions. . do not necessarily destroy each other. 1759 W. 
Hillary Diseases Barbados 181 If they are of opposite and 
contrary Natures, they must at best only destroy each 
other.. 1760-72 tr. Juan fy Ulloa's Voy. (ed. 3) I. 61 The 
medicine has destroyed the malignity of the poison. x86o 
Tyndall Glac. n. vi. 253 A red glass . . is red because . . it 
destroys the shorter waves which produce the other colours. 

f 7 . To destroy into or to (reproducing perdere in 
gehmnam of Vulgate) : to consign or give over to 
perdition in. Obs. 

c 1380 Wyclif Wks. (1880) 265 It is grett meruaile pat god 
..distroie}? not alle pis cursed peple to helle. 1526-34 
Tindale Matt. x. 28 Which is able to destroye both soule 
and body into hell. [.So Coverd., Cranm., Rhemish ; Wyclif 
Jese in to ; Geneva & x6xx in.] 

Hence Destroyed (d&trord) ppl. a despoiled ; 
ravaged ; slain ; ruined ; reduced to a useless 
condition. 

c 1440 Promp. Parv. 123 Destroyyde, destructus, dissipa- 
tes. 1634 Sir T. Herbert Trav. 76 Being a Lady of 
fakhfull memory to her destroyed husband. 1640 (title), 
England’s Petition to their King ; an Humble Petition of 
the distressed and almost destroyed subjects of England. 
1801 G. S. Faber Horae Mos. (1818) I. 82 The destroyed 
book of the Sibyl. 1821 Shelley Hellas 494 One cry from 
the destroy’d and the destroyer Rose. 

+ Destroy*, sb. Obs. rare ~~ 1 . In 7 distroie. 
[f. Destroy zl] Destruction. 

16x6 Lane Cont. Sqr.’s T. ix. 476 The sweete hoy, wail- 
inge most rufullie his frendes distroie. 

Destroyable (distroi-ab’l), a. [f. Destroy v. 
+ -able.] Capable of being destroyed. 

1552 Huloet, Destroyable, or able to be destroyed, de- 
str uctilis. 1654 Fuller Two Serm. 41 Foundations of 
Religion destroyed (so farre-forth as they are destroyable). 
1678 Cudworth Intett. Syst. 1, ii. § ix. 70 The Accidents 
themselves, .are all makeable and destroyable. X851 Rus- 
kin Mod. Paint. II. nr. 1 iv. §9 Destroyable only by the 
same., process of association by which it was created. 

Destroyer (distrorai). Also 4-5 destrier, 
distriere, 5 distruyere, destroer. [f. Destroy 
v. + -er ; prob, orig. a. OF. destruiere, -eor, -eour, 
{. destrui-re to Destroy.] A person or thing that 
destroys. 

1382 Wyclif Rev. lx. 11 Appolion, and by Latyn hauynge 
the name Destrier [1388 a distriere]. 1398 Trevisa Barth. 
De P. R. 11. xix. (1495) 45 Also the fende hyghte Appolyon 
in Grewe, A destroyer. 1x4x0 Hymn Virg. v. in Warton 
Hist. Eng. Poetry x, Heyl distruyere of everi strisse. 
1483 Cam. Angl. 98/x A Destroer, vbi a waster, c 1530 
Pol. R el. L. Poems (1866) 30 Covetyse is distroyer of 
hym selfe. 1535 Coverdale x Chron. xxi. 15 The Lorde 
. . sayde vnto the angell y-‘ destroyer : It is ynough, holde 
now thy hande. 1630 in Descr. Thames (1758) 6s They are 
. .great Destroyers of Barbels, and other Kind of Fish. 1667 
Milton P. L. xi. 697 Great Conquerors. .Destroyers right- 
lier call’d and Plagues of men. 1795 Southey Joan of A rc 
x. 54 Were it a crime if thy more mighty force Destroy’d 
the fell destroyer? 1807 Med. Jrnl. XVII. 102 A neutralizer 
or destroyer of contagion. 1894 Daily News xi June 6/5 
The torpedo-boat destroyer built by the same firm last year 
for the Admiralty.. This type of boiler ..Is being put into 
most of the ‘ destroyers ’ which are being bunt for the 
Government. 

t Destroyeress. Obs. rare. [f. prec. + -ess.] 
A female destroyer. 

1662 J. Sparrow tr. Behme’s Rem. Wks., Catal. Extant 
Works No. 4 The Turba or Destroyeresse of the Image. 

Destroying (d&trorig), vbl '. sb. [f. Destroy 
v. + -ing 1.] The action of the verb Destroy ; De- 
struction : now chiefly gerundial. 

rx3oo K. Alis. 2888 Never siththe that destroying N’as in 
Thebes wonying. c 1380 Wyclif Wks. (1880) 322 To telle 


hasty destriyng of hem. c 1400 Apol. Loll. 69 JForsob if he 
lay doun pe suerd . . he opunij? be distroyingis. 1659 
B. Harris Parival's Iron Age 138 They. .consented to the 
destroying down of the fair Gardens about the Town, to 
begin the Fortifications. 1667 Milton P. L. ix. 129 For 
onely in destroying I find ease To my relentless thoughts. 
1805 Ld._ Colling wood in A. Duncan Nelson (1806) 271, 
I determined no longer to delay the destroying them. 

Destroying, ppl. a. [f. as prec. + -ing 2 .] 
That destroys, destructive. 

1535 Coverdale Ezek. xxi. 8 The destroyenge staff of my 
sonne, shal bringe downe all wodde. 1728 R. Morris Ess. 
Auc. A rchit . 21 Novelty and Singleness were as destroying 
. .to Art, as ..Barbarism. 1781 Gibbon Decl. Sr F. II. 92 To 
oppose the inroad of this destroying host. 18x4 Southey 
Roderick xxv, Replete with power he is, and terrible, Like 
some destroying Angel ! 1894 Ld. Wolselry Life of 

Marlborough II. xci. 437 Soul-and-body-destroying de- 
bauchery. 

Destroyingly, adv. [f. prec. + -ly 2 .] As 
a destroyer, de.striictively. 

1821 Shelley Prometh. Unb. 1. i. 781 Tho’ Ruin now Love’s 
shadow be, Following himtiestroyingly. 1869 Daily News 
23 Jan., Dire forms of disease which occasionally sweep 
destroy ingly over our towns. 

t Bestnrct, v. Obs. rare ~ 1 . [f. L. destruct- 
ppl. stem of destruere to Destroy : cf. construct. J 
= Destroy. 

a 1638 Mede Paraphr. 2 Pet. in. (1642) 12 Either wholly 
destrueted, or marvellously corrupted from that they were 
before. [So ed. 2 ; ed. 3 (1653) destroyed.} 

Destmi’ctant, sb. rare, [irreg. f. L. destruct- 
(see prec.) + -ant,] A destroyer, a destroying agent. 

# X889 T. D. Talmage in The Voice (N. Y.) 25 July, There 
is such a thing as pretending to be en rapport with others, 
when we are their dire destructants. 

+ Bestrirctful, a. [f. L. desiruct - (see prec.) 

+ -eul.] = Destructive. 

1659 Sprat Plague of Athens (1667) 2 We fear A dangerous 
and destructful war. Ibid. 10 The circulation from the 
heart, Was most destructful now. 

Destructibi'lity. [f. next : see -ity.] The 
quality of being destructible ; capability of being 
destroyed. 

2730-6 Bailey ' folio’', Destructibility , a capableness of being 
destroyed. 1805 Hatchett in Phil. Trans. XCV. 309 The 
varieties of tannin do not accord in the degree of destructi- 
bility. 1841 Trimmer Pract. Geol. 257 The greater destructi- 
bility of the absent tribes by long immersion in water. 

Destructible (dz'strzrktib’l), a. [ad, L. de- 
structibilis, f. desiruct- ppl. stem of destruere to 
Destroy : see -ble.] Capable of being destroyed ; 
liable to be destroyed. 

1755 Johnson, Destructible liable to destruction. 1768-74 
Tucker Lt. Nat. (1852) II. 66 7 Simple substances, not con- 
sisting of parts, nor destructible by all the powers of 
nature. 1783 Priestley in Phil. Trans. LXXIII 412 Wood, 
or charcoal, is even perfectly destructible, that is, resolvable 
into inflammable air. 1871 Tyndall Fragm. Sc. (1879) I. 
xx, 483 Forces are convertible but not destructible. 1878 
Jevons Prim. Pol. Econ. 107 Destructible things, like eggs, 
skins, etc., are always rising or falling in value. 

Hence DestnrctLM©ness, destructibility. 

1846 in Worcester. 

+ I)estm*ctify s v. rare. [f. L. destruct-us de- 
stroyed + -ft.] trans. To reduce to destruction. 

1841 Fraser’s Mag. XXIV. 289 Enough to contaminate, 
poison, degrade, and destructify the whole race. 

f Destru*ctile, a. rare ~~ [ad. L. destructilis , 

f. desiruct - ppl. stem : see -ile.] «■ Destructible. 

1727 Bailey vol. II, Destructile , that which may be 
destroy’d. 

Destruction, (d^str^-kjon). Also 4-5 &©- 
struccioun, (5 -uxion,-tyoun ; 4-6 dis-, 5 dys-. 
[a. OF. destructiun (12th c.), - cion , -tion (mod.F. 
d<f~) = Pr. destruccio, Sp. destruccion, It. distruzione , 
ad. L . destruction-em, n. of action from destruere 
to Destroy.] The action of destroying ; the fact 
or condition of being destroyed : the opposite of 
construction . 

1 . The action of demolishing a building or struc- 
ture of any kind, of pulling to pieces, reducing to 
fragments, undoing, wasting, rendering useless, 
putting an end to, or doing away with anything 
material or immaterial ; demolition. 

1340 Hampole Pr. Consc. 4049 Aftir destruccion sal be 
Of ]>e empyre of Rome, c *386 Chaucer Man of Law’s T. 
138 In destruccioun of mawmetrye And in encresse of Cristes 
lawe deere, They ben acordid. 0 x400 Maundev. (Roxb.) 
xvi. 74 He asked )>e destruccioun and he vndoyng of his 
order. 1481 Caxton Myrr. m. xi. 158 That after the first 
destruxion of the world ther shold be other peple. 1520 
Caxton’ s Chron . Eng. hi. xo/2 He prophecyed the dys- 
trucyon of Jerusalem. *553 Eden Treat. Newe Ind. (Arb.) 
13 marg.. The destruction of the citie of Aden. 1604 
Shaks. Oth. 1. iii. 177 If she confesse that she was halfe 
the wooer, Destruction on my head, if my bad blame Light 
on the man, 1651 Hobbes Leviath. hi. xxxvii. 233 There 
should be no more an universal! destruction of the world by 
Water, X736 Butler Anal. 1. i. Wks. 1874 I. 28 There is 
no presumption . , that the dissolution of the body is the de- 
struction of our present reflecting powers. 1813 T. Forster 
Atmosph. Phenom. (18x5) 3 Theory of the formation and 
destruction of clouds. 1875 Hamerton Intett. Life 1. iv. 24 
The work of repairing so great a destruction of muscle. 

b. The action of ravaging or laying waste; 
havoc, ruin. Obs. (as distinct from the main sense.) 

c 1330 R. Brunne Chron. (18x0) 202 Destruction he makes 
of rentes and feez. c 1400 Ywainefy Gaw. 416 He . . said, 


i had, ogayne resowne, Done him grete destru cciowne. X480 
Caxton Chron. Eng. cxxxiv. 214 He did grete destruction 
to holy chirche. c 1500 Lancelot 1283 Of his realm e the opin. 
distruccioune. 

e. The action of putting to death, slaughter; 
now chiefly said of multitudes of men or animals, 
and of noxious creatures. 

1526 Pilgr. Perf. (W. de W. 1531) 4 The destruccyon of 
Pharao & all his boost. 1791 Mrs. Radcliffe Rom. 
Forest ix, I looked round for the instrument of destruction. 
1837 Dickens Pickw. ii, Snodgrass bore under his [cloak] 
the instruments of destruction. Mod. Rewards for the 
destruction of beasts of prey. ' 

d. personified. 

*535 Coverdale Job xxviii. 20 Destruccion [Wyclif per- 
dicioun] & death saie, we haue herde tell of her with oure 
eares. 1505 Shaks. John v. vii. 77 To push destruction and 
perpetual! shame, Out of the weake door of our fainting 
Land. x8xo Scott Lady of L. in. xi, Quench thou his 
light, Destruction dark ! 

2 . The fact, condition, or state of being destroyed ; 
ruin. 

c 13x4 Guy Warw. (A.) 6077 Wende we wille to he douk 
Otoun, And bring him to destruccioun. 1375 Barbour 
Bruce 1. 204 To put hym to destructione, <*1450 Knt. 
de la Tour (x868) 6 She thanked God humbly that had 
kepte her from shame and distrucciom 1535 Coverdale 
Prov. x. 14 Y° mouth of y 1 ' foolish is nye destruccion. 
2667 Milton P. L. i. 137 All this mighty Host In horrible 
destruction laid thus low. X84X Lane Arab. Nts. I. 91 
When the Prince heard their words, he felt assured of de- 
struction. 

3 . A cause or means of destruction. 

2526 Dr. Magnus Lett, to Jas. V., 13 Feb. The Arme- 
strongges. .had avaunted thaymselves to be the destruction 
of twoe & fifty parisshe churches. 1548 Hall Chron. 99 b, 
Notforseyng before, that this preferment should be his de- 
struccion. 1621 Bible Prov. x. 15 The destruction of the 
poore is their pouertie. 1798 Canning, etc. Loves of Tri- 
angles in Anti-Jacobin 7 May (1852) 126 Watch the bright 
destruction as it flies. 2833 Ht. Martineau Fr. Wines 
Sr Pol iv. 58 The deplorable mistake which was likely to 
prove the destruction of the whole family, 

i* 4 . pi. = Ruins. Obs. rare. 

2585 T. Washington tr. Nicholas's Voy. 1. xxi. 26 b, 
Neere that are the destructions of a high tower, which in 
times past was. .the great temple. 

t Bestm'Ctionable, a. Obs. rare. [f. prec. 
+ -able in active sense.] Addicted to destruc- 
tion, destructive. 

c 1575 tr. H. Nicholas * First Exhort. (1656) 228 Possest 
of the seven horriblest and destructionablest devils. 1660 

H. More Mystery of Godliness 269 Intimating that the 
rest of the Vices are Devils also, but not so destructionable. 

t Bestrtrctioner. Obs. rare. [f. as prec. + 
-ERl.] One that causes destruction or ruin ; a de- 
stroyer. 

2621 Bolton Slat. Irel. xo (an. 25 Hen. VI) Destruc- 
tioners of the King our Souveraigne Lords liege people. 

Destxmctionist (d/strarkfonist). [f. as prec. 

+ -1ST.] 

1 . An advocate or partisan of a policy of destruc- 
tion, esp. that of an existing political system or 
constitution. (Chiefly dyslogistic.) 

1842 Blackw. Mag. L. 407 The intestine warfare between 
the Destructionist and the Conservative. 1845 T. W. Coit 
Puritanism 64 Church-breakers : ecclesiastical destruction- 
ists of the straitest sect. x888 R, Dowling Miracle Gold 
II, xix, 107JA regular out-and-out Fire-eater, Iconoclast, 
Destructionist. 

2 . Theol. One who believes in the final destruc- 

tion or annihilation of the wicked; an annihila- 
tionist. ' . ^ 

1807 Southey Esprietta’s Letters II. 28 Universalists, 
Calvanists, Materialists, Destructionists, Brownists [etc.]. 

Destructive (dz‘str»*ktiv), a. and sb. [a. OF. 
destructif, -ive (1372 in Hatzf.) ; = Pr. destructiu, 
Sp. destructive. It. distrut tivo, ad. L. destructiv-us, 
f. desiruct - ppl. stem of destruere to Destroy : see 
-IVE.] 

A. adj. Having the quality of destroying ; tend- 
ing to destroy, put an end to, or completely spoil; 
pernicious, deadly, annihilative. Const, to, of. 

1490 Caxton Eneydos vi. 22 In all destructyue of theyr 
personis, honoures, goodes, and chyuaunches. 1555 Eden 
Decades 265 One of these two . , shulde be destructiue to 
lyuynge creatures. 1647 Clarendon Hist. Reb. 1.(1843) 28/2 
Unpolitic, and even destructi ve to the services intended. 2651 
Hobbes Leviath. I. xiv. 64 A man is forbidden to do, that, 
which is destructive of his life. 265* Baxter Inf. Bapt. 
318 The Apostle’s sence is not the same with yours Jbut de- 
structive to it). 27x2 Steele Sped. No. 466 1 7 Vice is in 
itself destructive of Pleasure. 2752 Johnson Rambler No. 
163 1*2 Destructive to happiness. 2794 Southey Wat Tyler 

I. These destructive tyrants Shall shrink before your ven- 
geance. 2856 Emerson Eng. Trails, First Visit to Eng. 
Wks. (Bohn) II. 1 The conditions of literary success are 
almost destructive of the best social power. 2875 Kinglake 
Crimea red. 6)V. i. 252 A rapid advance . , under destructive 
fire;. 2882 Daily Tel. xq May, Palmer’s bowling proved 
extremely destructive, and he took no less than eight wickets. 

b. In political and philosophical use, opposed 
to constructive and conservative. 

2834 Oxf. Univ. Mag. I. 108 The two distinct lines of 
conservative and destructive policy. 2841-44 Emerson Ess., 
Politics Wks. (Bohn) I. 241 The spirit of our American 
radicalism is destructive and aimless. 2861 F. Hall in 
Journal Asiatic Soc. Bengal 148 After so much destructive 
criticism, to have little of instantly helpful truth to sub- 
stitute in the room of what has been swept away. ^ 2866 

J. Martineau Ess. I. 36 His position, therefore, is simply 
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destructive, 1878 Morlby Crit. Mi sc, Ser. 1. Carlyle 158 
Most of us would probably find the importance of this 
epoch in its destructive contribution. 

c. Chem. Destructive distillation : see quots. 

1831 T. P. Jones Conners. Chem. xxviii. 281 When organ- 
ized substances are decomposed at a red heat in close vessels, 
the process is called destructive distillation- 1834 Ronalds 

6 Richardson Chem. TechnoL (ed. 21 1 . 284 Distillation may 
involve the decomposition of the substance heated, and the 
condensation of the products of decomposition, when it is 
termed destructive distillation. 

d. Logic. Applied to conjunctive (or, as they 
are sometimes called, conditional) syllogisms and 
dilemmas, in which the conclusion negatives a 
hypothesis in one of the premisses. 

Thus : If A is B, C is D ; C is not D, . A is not B. If A 
is B, C is D, and if E is F, G is H ; but either C is not D or 
G is not H, either A is not B, or E is not F. 

1827 Whately Logic 11, iv. § 7 (L.) In a destructive sorites, 
you go back from the denial of the last consequent to the 
denial of the first antecedent : ■' G is not H ; therefore A is 
not B.’ 

, B,sk 

. i 1. A destructive agent, instrument, or force; 
a destructive proposition or syllogism. 

1640 E. Dacres tr. Machiavelli $ Prince Ep. Ded,, Poysons 
as destructives of Nature are utterly to be abhord. 
1644 Bp. Maxwell Prerog. Chr. Kings Ded, 3 It hath been 
a preparatorie destructive to Royalrie^ 1646 third. Issack. 
in Pkenix (1708} II. 299 Their confession of Faith, -is more 
in Negatives and Destructives, than Affirmatives and Posi- 
tives. 1674 Penn Just Rebuke 9 Giving, for Antidotes, De- 
structives to the Souls of Men. 1827 /Wh ate ley Logic 
11. iv. (1836) 118 Which is evidently a simple Destructive. 
1856 Chctmb. Jml. VI. 56 The grand destructives of nature 
are the winds and the waves. 

2 . A person whose theory or practice tends to 
overthrow existing institutions 01; systems. (Chiefly 
dyslogistic) 

1832 Examiner 786/1 The Radicals (or Destructives, as you 
are pleased to describe them). 1871 Morlev Voltaire (1886) 
4 To the critic of the schools, ever ready with compendious 
label, he is the revolutionary destructive. 

Bestru-ctively, [f. prec. + -ly 2,] i n a 
destructive manner. 

x66x Grand Debate 122 Which lookt upon our hopes of 
Reformation, almost as destructively as the Papists Doctrine 
of Infallibility doth. 1665 Manley Grot ins' LowC. PVarres 
255 The French Wars raged destructively, both at Sea and 
Rand, a 1714 M Henry IVks. (1835) I. 37 Nothing really 
and destructively evil. Mod. Fluoric acid acts destructively 
upon glass. 

Destructiveness, [f. as prec. + -ness.] 
The quality of being destructive ; tendency to 
destroy. 

1647 Saltmarsh Spark. Glory (xS^j) 193 Far from bearing 
witness to any destructiveness or persecution of them. 1738 
Warburtgn Div. Legat. I. 35 The Destructiveness of 
Atheism to Society. 1795 Southey Joan of Arc vm. 179 
A weapon for its sure destructiveness Abominated once. 
1869 Echo 30 Oct., An epidemic fever unparalleled for de- 
structiveness. 1873 Kinglake Crimea (1877) V. i. 335 
The . . rashness, or rather self - destructiveness of the 
charge. 

b. PTirenoL The name of a faculty or propensity 
having a bump or e organ ’ allotted to it. 

1813 Edin. Rev. XXV. 255 To the Order of Feelings . . 
belong the following species . . 6 . Destructiveness. 1828 
Combe Constil. Man ii. § 5 Destructiveness serves also to 
give weight to indignation, a 1873 Kingsley, in Four C r 
Etig. Lett. 568 These same organs of destructiveness and 
combativeness. 

Bestru'Ctless, a . rare. [f. L. destruct- ppl. 
stem (see above) + -less.] Indestructible. 

3845 T. B. Shaw in. Btackw . Mag, LVIII. 32 The bond., 
is fair and true l Destructless as the soul, and as eternal. 

Destructor (drstnrktsri. [a. L. destructor 
destroyer, agent-noun from destruere to Destroy. 
In F. destructeur (1420 in Hatzf,).] 

1 . A destroyer ; one who destroys. 

a 1691 Boyle IVks. I. 527 (R.) Helmont does somewhere 
wittily call the fire the destructor and the artificial death of 
things, 1882-3 Schapf Encycl. Relig. Knowl. II. 1212 A 
decree ordered - -all destroyed [temples] to be rebuilt at the 
cost of the destructors, 

2 . A furnace or crematory for the burning of 
refuse. Also attrib. 

" 1881 Scribner's Mag. XXII. 799 To dispose of the refuse 
in a quick and cleanly manner, a small cremator, or de- 
structor, has been introduced, 1883 L’pool Daily Post 

7 May 4/8 The abattoir will be a greater nuisance in Green- 
lane than the refuse destructor. 189* Daily News 16 July 
4/4 Responsible for the working of the dust destructors. 
1892 Pall Mall G. 4 Oct. 2/1 One hundred tons are extracted 
per week and burned in a destructor furnace. 

+ Destru*ctory, a. and sb. Obs. [f. L. type 
*destructdri-us, f. destructor : see prec. and -ory.] 

A. adj. Of the nature of a destroyer ; = De- 

structive, 

16x4 Bp. Andrewes Serin, on Prov. xxiv. 21-23 IV. (1853) 
312 It is destructory, a destroying sin. 1627 H. Burton 
Baiting of Pope's Bull 13 So destructory of that most 
precious, and peerelesseransome. x6.. Swinburne Spottsals 
(1686) 228 Which impediment . . is not only prohibitory, but 
destructory. 

B. sb. = Destructive sb. 

01622 S. Ward Life of Faith (1627) 99 Subtilties of 
School-men, sentences and conceits of Postifers, rosaries, de- 
structories, Anthologies. 1644 Bp. Maxwell Prerog. Chr. 
Kings viii. 94 You have point blanke the contrary, a virtuall 
destructory of this imagined and conceited right. 
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Destrircturalize, ». [De- II. i.] trans. Jo 
undo the structural character of; to disorganize. 
Hence Destruetiiralizafclon. 

1880 Libr. Univ. Knowl. I. 494 A literal destruction (i. e. 
de-structuralization), an utter and final disorganization. 

Destrust,~turb, -turble, obs. ff. Distrust, etc. 
f Destuted, fa. pple. Obs. rare. [perh. a cor- 
rupt form of destituted f. L. destitute , which had 
the sense ‘ to neglect, omit*. But the verb Desti- 
tute is not known till much later.] Omitted, left 
out. 

c 1300 K. Alis. 2199 Thisbatail destuted is, In the French, 
wel y-wis, Therfor I have, hit to colour, Borowed of the 
Latyn autour How hent the gentil knyghtis. 

Destyne, var. of Destiny ppl. a. Obs. 
Destyne, -nie, -ny, obs. ff. Destine, Destiny. 
Besnb stamtiate (dzjsz'bst&'njii^t), v. [f. De- 
II, 1 + L. substantia Substance -f- -ate : after sub- 
stantiate.] trans. To deprive of substance. 

1884 Mrs. H. Ward tr. A mid's Jml. (1891) 255 The 
mind is not only unclothed but stripped of itself and so to 
speak de-substantiated. 

t Besirbulate, v. Obs. rare [f. L. desubu- 
lare to bore in deeply, f. De- I. 3 4 subula an awl.] 
2623 Cockeram, Desubulate , to pierce with a nale. 

Desudatiou (dfsiwd^'-Jbn). Med. [ad. L. de- 
suddtion-em violent sweating, n. of action from 
desudare to sweat greatly, f. De- 3 + siiddre to 
sweat. So in mod.F. (Littrd.).] 

1727-51 in Chambers Cycl. 2857 Dunglison Med. Lexicon 
289 Desudation means a profuse and inordinate sweating, 
a muck sweat. 

t Desu-datory. Obs. rare [f. L. type * de- 
sudatorium , f. desudare : see prec. and -ory.] 

1727 Bailey vol. II, Desudatory , an hot House or Bagnio, 
f Desue*te, a. Obs. rare [ad. L. desuet-us 
pa. pple. : see next.] 

1727 Bailey vol. II, Desnete , out of use. 

Desuetude (de'swltiud). [a. F. disuitude 
(1596 in Hatzf.), ad. L. desuetiido disuse, f. desuet- 
us, pa. pple. of desuescere to disuse, become unac- 
customed, f. De- 6 + su esc ire to be accustomed, to 
be wont.] 

+ 1 . A discontinuance of the use or practice (of 
anything) ; disuse ; f protracted cessation from . 

1623 Cockeram, Desuetude, lacke of vse. 1629 tr. Herodian 
(1635) 131 A generall Iazinesse and desuetude of Martiall 
Exercises. 1652-62 Heylin Cosmogr ., To Rdr., My de- 
suetude from those younger studies. x66x Boyle Style 
of Script. (1675) 139 By a desuetude and neglect of it. 
1677 Hale Prim. Orig. Man. n. iv. 160 Desuetude from 
their former Civility and Knowledge. 1706 J. Sergeant 
Account of Chapter (1853) Pref. xv, By a desuetude of 
acting, expire, and be buried in oblivion, 
b. The passing into a state of disuse. 

1821 Lamb Elia Ser. 1. New Year's Eve , The gradual 
desuetude of old observances. 

2 . The condition or state into which anything 
falls when one ceases to use or practise it ; the 
state of disuse. 

1637-50 Row Hist. Kirk (1842) 14 To revive acts buried 
and brought in into] desuetude by Prelats. 1678 R. Bar- 
clay A pot. Quakers x. § 22. 315 The weighty Truths of God 
were neglected, and, as it were, went into Desuetude. 1703 
Lond. Gaz. Na 39x4/4 Reviving such [Laws] as are in 
desuetude. 1820 Scott Monast . i, The same mode of culti- 
vation is not yet entirely in desuetude in some distant parts 
of North Britain. 1826 Q. Rev. XXXIV. 6 This beautiful 
work , . fell (as the Scots lawyers express It) into desue- 
tude. 1874 Green Short Hist. iv. § 2. x68 The exercise of 
rights which had practically passed into desuetude. 

Besulphur (d/sp-lfei), v. [f. De- II. 2 + Sul- 
phur. So mod.F. disulfurer. ] trans. To free from 
sulphur ; to desulphurize. 

1874 W. Crookes Dyeing <$• Calico-printing 85 Wool de- 
prived of naturally adhering grease, and heated to 160 
assumes a yellow tinge, which is deeper when the wool 
has previously been de-sulphured. 

Desulphurate (dzsoifiur^t), v. [f. De- II. i 
+ Sulphurate v.] = prec. Hence Besu*lp 3 mrate& 
ppl. a., DesnlpLur-ating vbl. sb. and ppl. a ., De- 
sulplmra-tion. 

1757 tr. Henckefs Pyritol. 109 To which the pyrites-iron 
must, by the desulpburation, be reduced. 1791 Pearson in 
Phil. Trans. LXXXI. 361 The difference of the times re- 
quired for desulphurating the antimony. 1875 H. C. Wood 
Therap. (1879) 619 Not really a desulphurating compound. 

Desulplmret (dfso-lfluret), v. [f. De- II. 2 
4 - Sulphuret.] trans. To deprive of snlphurets or 
sulphides. Hence DesuTplmretted ppl. a. 

1878 Ure Diet. Arts III. 847 Soda which contains sul- 
phides is preferred for making the mottled, .soap, whereas 
the desulphuretted soda makes the best white-curd soap. 
Desulplmrize (dfszrlfiursiz), v. [f. De- II. i 
+ Sulphurize v.] trans. To free from sulphur. 
1864 Webster, Desulphurise. 1892 Pall Mall G. 4 June 
7/3 To induce them to desulphurize all their waste. 

Hence Desulphurized ppl. a. ; Desulphuriz- 
ing* vbl. sb. and ppl. a. ; also Desulphuriza*tion f 
Desulphurizer. 

1854 Ronalds & Richardson Chem. Tecknol. I. 106 In 
this sense the production of coke may also be called the de- 
sulphurization. 1870 J. Roskell in Eng. Mech. 18 Mar. 
647/x It is also a flux and a desulphuriser. 2883 Cassell's 
Fam. Mag. Dec. 35/ 2 Desulph urised silicates. 189a Daily 


News 23 Sept. 3/2 A very powerful desulphurising agent. 
2894 Westm. Gaz. 6 Feb. 6/3 The desulphurisation of 
Cleveland ironstone so as to convert it straightway into 
steel will be an accomplished fiict. 

Desult (diszrlt), v. nmue-wd. [ad. L. desidtdre 
to leap down, f. De- 1 + salt are to leap.] intr. 
To proceed in a desultory manner. 

1872 M. Collins Pr. Clarice I. vi. 95, I digress, I desult. 
J873 — Miranda II, 143 Having heretofore been accused 
of desuiting and digressing. 1876 Mabel Collins Black- 
smith 4- Scholar I. 201 We must not desult. 

Besilltor (dDvltpi). rare. [a. L. desuitor 
leaper clown, vaulter, agent-noun from desilire, 
desult - to leap down.] A circus horse-leaper. 

[1727 Bailey vol. II, Desultores , desultorily Persons of 
agility of body, who used to leap from one horse to another, 
at the Horse Races in the Circensian Games.] x88o M. 
Collins Th. in Garden I. 183 Clowns and desuitors in 
ragged jackets were hanging about. 

Desultorily (de-s^ltarxli), adv. [f. Desultory 
4- -ly A] In a desultory or random manner ; un- 
methodically. 

*664 Evelyn Mem. (1857) III. 146 Or else he had not 
passed so desultorily our Universities and the Navy. 1803 
Med. Jml. X. 306 The late influenza .. proceeded desul- 
torily in some cases, in others it was more regularly pro- 
gressive. x8x2 Shelley Let. in Hogg Life 11858) II. v. 140 
Have I written desultorily? 1891 T. Hardy 7 'ess I. vi, 
They had spent some time wandering desultorily. x8ox 
A tkinson Moorland Par. 324 Birds hopping slowly and de- 
sultorily about. 

De*sultoriness« [f- as prec. + -ness.] The 
quality of being desultory ; scrappy discursiveness ; 
disconnectedness ; lack of method. 

x66x Boyle Style of Script. Pref. (1675) 10 The Seeming 
Desultorinesse of my Method. 1727 Bailey vol. II, Desul- 
toriness, the Skipping from one Thing to another. 1788 
Reid Act. Powers 11. iii. 538 There is a desultoriness of 
thought in man. x8x6 Buchan in Singer Hist. Cards 360 
Excuse the desultoriness of these observations. 1870 Pall 
Mall G. 9 Aug. 12 Accidental defects of desultoriness and 
sketchiness, 

DeSllltorious (deszfltoe'rios), a. [f. L. desul- 
tori-us Desultory + -ous.] = Desultory a. x. 

1637 Gillespie Eng. Pop. Cerem. 11. ix. 52 O desultorious 
Declamation ! O roving Rethorike ! _ a X638 Mede^ Rem. 
Apoc. Wks. (1672 in. 582 Our desultorious and shifting In- 
terpreters. 1703 Bp. Patrick Comm. 2 Sam. vi. 10 David 
danced with composed and decent, not desultorious and 
light motions, such as vain fellows are wont to use. 1719 
Waterland Find. Christ's Divinity 459 Fixing the Sense 
of Scripture, and preventing its being ill-used by desultorious 
Wits. 18x9 H. Busk Vestriad iii. 525 Tripping with loose 
and desultorious toe. 

Desultory (de'sfiltori), a. (sb.) [ad. L. desul- 
tori-us of or belonging to a vaulter, superficial, de- 
sultory, f. desuitor : see Desultor.] A. adj. 

1 . Skipping about, jumping or flitting from one 
thing to another; irregularly shifting, devious; 
wavering, unsteady, lit. and fig. 

xs8x Mulcaster Positions xxxix. (1887) 220 Not resting 
vpon any one thing, but desultorie ouer all. 2594 Br. 
Andrewes Se?vn. II. 68 ‘Winter brooks* as Job termeth 
flitting desultory Christians. 1633 F uller Ch. Hist. m. ii. 
§ 31 The Crown, since the Conquest, never observed a 
regular, but an uncertain and^ desultory motion, 1699 
Bentley Phal. 86 Persons of a light and desultory temper, 
that skip about, and are blown with every wind, as Grass- 
hoppers are. 1699 Burnet 39 Art. xx . 1x700) 195 AH men 
ought to avoid the Imputations of a desultory Levity. 2748 
J. Mason Elocut. 19 To cure an uneven, desultory Voice 
.. do not begin your Periods ..in too high Or too low a 
Key. 1734 Eeles in Phil. Trans. XLIX. 132 That de- 
sultory motion, by which it flies off from an electrified body, 
1784 H. Elliott in Dk of Leeds's Pol. Mem. (1884) 259 There 
is also a peculiar desultory motion in His Royal Highnesses 
eye. 1789 G. White Selborne xv. 1x853) 63 , 1 shot at it but 
it was so desultory that I missed my aim. 1823 Southey 
Paraguay Proem., Ceasing here from desultory flight. 

2 . Pursuing a disconnected and irregular course of 
action; unmethodical. 

1740 Warburtgn Let. 2 Feb. (R.\ This makes my reading 
wild and desultory. 1773 Burke Corr. (1844) 1 . 427 W riting ... 
not in a desultory ana occasional manner, but systemati- 
cally. 2779 Mad. D'Arblay Diary 14 June, She is a very 
desultory reader. 1827 Hare Guesses (1859! 146 Desultory 
reading is indeed very mischievous, by fostering habits "pf 
loose, discontinuous thought. 1853 Milman Lai. Chr. 
{1864) IV. vil i. 3 A desultory and intermitting warfare. 
287* Geo. Eliot Middlem. xxix. (1873) 104 Guests whose 
desultory vivacity makes their presence a fatigue. 1876 
Stubbs Med. 4* Mod. Hist, ii, 41 The temptation to desultory 
research must in every case be very great, and desultory re- 
search, however it may amuse or benefit the investigator, 
seldom adds much to the real stock of human knowledge. 

b. Of a single thing : Coming disconnectedly ; 
random. 

#1704 R. L'Estrange (J.), *Tis not for a desultory though t 
to attone for a lewd course of life. 1822 Hazlitt Table-t, 
Ser. n. vi. (1869) 132 He no sooner meditates some desultory 
project, than [etc.]. 

c. Irregular and disconnected in form or appear- 
ance; motley, rare. 

2842 Alison Hist. Europe (1849-50) XIII. lxxxviii. § 42* 
148 They . . shuddered when they gazed on the long and 
desultory array of Cossacks . . sweeping by. x866 Howells 
Venet. Life ii. 19 A beggar in picturesque and desultory 
costume. 

B. sb. A horse trained for the ( desultor 7 in a 
circus. Obs. rare~h 

1633 Urquhart Rabelais Lxxiii, These horses were called 
desultories. 
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fDesu*lture. Obs. rare~\ [ad. L. desultura, 
leaping down, vaulting.] 

1727 Bailey vol. II, Desulture , a vaulting from one horse 
to another. 

f Desirme, Obs. [ad. L. desum- ere to take 
from a mass, pick out, cull, f. De- 2 4" suinere to 
take.] trans. To take or obtain {from some 
source - ) ; to derive, borrow, deduce. 

1564 Haward Eutropius To Rdr. 7 A language more rife 
and familiare than those from whence he [Tully] desumed 
them. 1623 Hart Arraignm . Ur. Ep. to Rdr. Aij, Some 
things desumed from mine owne experimentall knowledge. 
1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. 111. xiv._140 Nor is this Sala- 
manders wooll desumed from any Animal, but a Minerall 
substance. 1697 Potter Antiq. Greece n.xiii, (1715) 304 
From this Species, those, whose profession it was to inter- 
pret Dreams, have desumed their Names. 

+ Besu mption. Obs. rare. [n. of action f. 
L. desumere, ppl. stem desumfit -.] Taking (from 
some source). 

1656 Blount Glossogr ,, Desumption, a chusing, or taking 
out. 1775 Ash, Desumption , the act of taking from others. 

Desupernaturalize : see De- II. 1. 
t Desvoy*, v. Obs. rare - \ [a. OF. desvoy-er , 
var. of destrier :— late L. type *disviare for L. de- 
vidre : see De- I. 6.] intr. To go out of the way, 
to deviate. 

1481 Caxton Myrr . in. xiv. 166 By which they desuoy and 
goo out of the waye. 

Deswade, obs. form of Dissuade v. 
t Deswarre, ppl- CL. Obs. [a. AFr. *deswari , 
OF. *desgiiari , *desgari — OF. esguari , esware, 
esgardy mod.F. igari.] Gone out of the way ; that 
has lost his way, gone astray, stray. Another form 
of the word is in the title Sir Degarri » knight 
deswarri , in the quotation. 

c 1314 Guy Wartv. <A.) 6003 A kni3t Icham deswarre, pat 
in {v. r. herborough] y bid par charite. 

Desy, obs. var. of Dizzy. 
Besynonymizatiom (df t sin^-nimriz^ -Jan), 
[n. of action f. next : see -ation.] The process 
by which words originally synonymous come to be 
differentiated in use. 

1862 H. Spencer First Princ. n. xix. § 153 It has been re- 
marked. . that with the advance of language, words which 
were originally alike in their meanings acquire unlike mean- 
ings — a change which he [Coleridge] expresses by the formid- 
able word, ‘ desynonymization Ibid., The desynonymiza- 
tion of words is the ultimate effect. 

Desynonymize (d^sw^nimaiz), v. [f. De- 
II. 1 4 Synonym + -ize # ] 

1. trans. To differentiate in meaning words pre- 
viously synonymous. 

1817 Coleridge Biog. Lit . iv. (1870) 42 In all languages 
there exists an instinct of growth . . working unconsciously 
to desynonymize those words originally of the same meaning. 
1827 Hare Guesses Str. 1. (1873) 220 His [Coleridge’s] word 
to desynonymise . . is a truly valuable one, as designating 
a process very common in the history of language. 1882 
Farrar Early Chr. I. ix. 205 There had been a rapid ten- 
dency to desynonymize the words ‘ bishop’ and ‘presbyter’, 
b. To free from synonyms. 

1873 F. Hall Mod. Eng. 169 To form an idea of the 
extent to which our language has been desynonymized. 

2. intr. To cease to be synonymous. 

a 1862 Buckle Mi sc. Wks.{ 1872) I. 547 Remarks on the 
tendency of words to desynonymize. 

Hence Desyno*nymized ppl. a., -izing vbl. sb. 
and ppl. a. 

1833 J, C. Hare in Philolog. Museum II. 224 From the 
desynonymizing tendency before spoken of. 1851 Trench 
Study of Words vi, (1869) 225 The process of * desynonymiz- 
ing’. 1884 Farrar Luke 359 ’A vd 9 eix.a is only a desynonymised 
form of the same word [tii'ddrifxa]. 

t Desyte, v. Obs. rare. [? f. L. desit-, ppl. stem 
of desinereto cease : cf. Desition.] ? To leave off. 

a 1529 Skelton Col. Cloute 8 Eythyr for to endyte or else 
for to desyte. 

Det, earlier spelling of Debt sb. and a. 

Detach (ditetj), v. In 5 distache. [a. F, 
ditache-r, earlier destacker , destachier (r 2th c. in 
Godef.) * Pr., Sp. destacar, It. distaccare , f. Rom. 
des-, L. dis- (Dis-) + Korn, laced, F. tache nail, 
tack, fixed point, spot. Cf. Attach. Used by 
Caxton in form distache from OF. des- (see Des-) ; 
but the existing word appears to have been adopted 
from modem F. late in the 17th c.] 

I. trans. T o unfasten and separate ; to disconnect, 
disengage, disunite, lit. and fig* 

[c 1477 Caxton Jason 115 b, He distached and ripte it of.] 
1686 F, Spence tr. Varillas Ho. Medicis 75 Coglione de- 
tach’d himself out, for the viewing him the better, 1691-8 
Norris Pracl. Disc. IV. 219 We must now Detache and 
disingage our Hearts from the Creatures. 1736 Butler A nal. 
11. .vii, 333 The testimony of S. Paul is to be considered as 
detached from that of the rest of the Apostles. 1794 Sullivan 
View Nat . II. 6 The flints . . I can readily conceive to have 
been detached from mountains very distant from them. 1797 
Mann in Lett. Lit. Men (Camden) 446 The French have 
long sought to detach Austria from England. 1798 Lamb 
Rosamund Gray xi, [It] only tends to soften and tranquillise 
•my mind, to detach me from the restlessness of human pur- 
suits. 1800 tr .Lagrange's Chem. I. 335 The caloric en- 
deavours to detach carbonic acid from the lime. *847 Mrs. 
A. Kerr Hist. Servia 258 Nor could Kara George venture 
to detach himself from the Russians. 1868 Freeman Norm, 
Conq. (1876) II. App. 575 Northamptonshire and Hunting- 


donshire were afterwards again detached from Northumber- 
land, 1874 Knight Diet. Mech. I. 314 A failure to detach 
both hooks simultaneously may lead to the swamping of the 
boat. 

2. Mil. and Naval. To separate and send off 
(a part from a main body) for a special purpose; 
to draw off (a regiment, a ship, or the like) for some 
special mission. Also transfi 

1684 Scanderbeg Rediv. vi. 145 A Body of Foot and Dra- 
goons was Detached to Attacque their Cannon. 1697 Potter 
Antiq. Greece 1. xxvi. (1715) 181 The Chivalry shall be 
detacht out of the most puissant and wealthy Athenians. 
1706 Phillips (ed. Kersey), To detach (Fr. in the Art of 
War', to make a Detachment, to send away a Party of 
Soldiers upon a particular Expedition. 1727 H. Bland 
Milit. Disc. xix. 287 When Battalions are Detach'd for the 
covering of the General’s Quarters, it only goes for a Tour 
of Fatigue. 1748 Smollett Rod. Rand. (1845) 148 She was 
immediately detached to look out for a convenient place. 
3796-7 Instr. # Reg. Cavalry (1813) 257 During this the 
front line detaches skirmishers. 1855 Macaulay Hist. Eng. 
III. 678 Several regiments . . detached from the army which 
had lately besieged Limerick. 

absol. 1809 Wellington in Gurw. Desp IV. 400 If they 
should venture to detach, they will lose both kingdoms. 

3. intr. (for reft.) To disengage and separate one- 
self, to become disconnected. 

184a Tennyson Vision ofSinnl, Detaching, fold by fold. 
From those still heights, and slowly drawing near. 

Hence Deta*chmg vbl. sb. and ppl. a. 

1865 Carlyle Frcdk. Gt. (1873) VI. xv. xi. 62 Stronger 
than they by their detachings. 1874 Knight Diet. Mech. 
Boat-detaching Hook , one adapted to be suddenly cast 
loose when a boat lowered from the davits touches the 
water. 1884 Pall Mall G. 25 July 11/1 The detaching 
shaft springs back. 1890 Athenaeum 21 June 795/3 _ That 
detaching and absorbing interest which from time to time is 
necessary to physical and mental well-being. 

Betachabrlity. [f. next : see -ity.] Capa- 
bility of being detached. 

1825 Coleridge Aids Refi. (1863) 255 Its singleness, its 
detachability for the imagination. 3878 Scribner's Mag. 
XVI. 434/1 We only realize the detachability of things when 
we see a baby at work. 

Detachable (dztartjab’l), a. [f. prec. vb. 4- 
-ABLE.] Capable of being detached or separated. 

1818 Bentham Ch. Eng. 406 This detachable mass of pay. 
3834 Fraser's Mag. X. 700 Poetry yet intrudes in separate 
and detached or detachable passages. 3867 Macgregor Voy. 
A lone (,1868 22 The chart frame is also detachable from its 
place. 1878 Dowden Stud. Lit. 243 Many good things in 
particular passages of her writings are detachable. 1883 
Standard 6 Apr. 5/2 The detachable spear point of the 
Fraser River savage. 

Beta’chableness. [f. prec. 4- -ness.] Capa- 
bility of being detached. 

3855 H. Spencer Princ. Psychol. (1870) I. 564 The detach- 
ableness which distinguishes ideas that are fully developed. 

Detached (d/tse-tjt), ppl. a. [f. Detach v. + 
-ED.] Disconnected, disengaged, separated ; sepa- 
rate, unattached, standing apart, isolated. 

3706 Phillips fed. Kersey), Bastion detached or cut off, 
that which is separated from the Body of the Works. 3712 
J. James tr. Le Blond's Gardening 29 The House stands de- 
tached. 3727-51 Chambers Cycl. s.v., In painting, the figures 
are said to be well detached, or loosened, when they stand 
free, and disengaged from each other. 1793 Boswell Johnson 
Advt., Innumerable detached particulars. 1794 Sullivan 
View Nat. II. 77 Ore found in large detached masses. i8ot 
Mrs. Ch. Smith Solitary Wanderer II. 38 , 1 took a small, 
but elegant, detached house, i860 Tyndall Glac, 1. vii. 47 
In the centre . . stands a detached column of granite. 1868 
Freeman Norm. Conq. (1876) II. ix. 409 A few detached 
events must be mentioned. 3879 Sir G. G. Scott Led. 
Archit. I. 149 Attached and detached shafts may be used 
alternately. 1879 Cassell’s Techn, Educ. IV. 27/2 The villa 
stands alone, or as it is termed * detached 

Deta chedly, adv. [f. prec. + -BY 2 .] In a 
detached manner ; disconnectedly ; apart from 
others of the same kind, or from context, etc. 

1797 E. M. Lomax Philanthrope 252 The tree, the rock, 
or the meadow, considered detachedly from one another. 
1824 Sir E. Brydges Lett, on Byron , Some of the senti- 
ments [in ‘ Cain ’], taken detachedly . . are . . dangerous. 
1847 Ld. Lindsay Chr, Art I. 122 We are at liberty .. to 
consider them detachedly. 

Detachedness (ditseriftnes, -ednes). [f. as 
prec. 4- -ness.] The quality of being detached or 
of standing apart : separation ; isolation. 

3768 Worn, of Honor III. 214 So complete had his detach- 
edness been from his family. 1892 A thenaeum 17 Sept. 392/2 
It may be that this ‘ detachedness ’—unkind, persons call 
it selfishness . . is an element of a noble strain. 

Detacher (ditartjbj). [f. Detach v. + -er*] 
A person or thing that detaches; an apparatus or 
instrument for detaching, 

3884 Bath Herald 27 Dec. 6/5 After being carried through 
certain apparatus called detachers, the wheat passes through 
centrifugal dressers. 

Detachment (dfe'tjment). [a. F. ditachement 
(1642 in Hatzf.), f. detacher: see -me NT.] 

1. The action of detaching; unfastening, discon- 
necting, separation. 

3669 Woodhead St. Teresa 1. Pref. 35 A perfect Detach- 
ment, and clearing of our affections from the friendships of 
the creature. 3699 J . Woodward in Phil. T rant. XXI. 208 
So continual an Emission and Detachment of Water, in so 
great Plenty from the Parts of Plants. 3783 Pott Chirurg. 
Wks. II. 17 A detachment of fibres from the fascia lata of 
the thigh. 3876 W. H. Pollock in Contemp. Rev . June 55 
The growth of the drama has .. gone hand in hand with 
its detachment from the service of its parent. 3880 Car- 


tenter in iqth Cent. No. 38. 612 Bergs which show least 
signs of change since their first detachment from the parent 
mass, 

2 . Mil* and Naval. The separating and dispatch- 
ing of part of a body of troops, etc., on special 
service. 

3678 Phillips, Detachment , a word now very much 
brought into use, in relations of the affairs of the French 
Army, and signifies a drawing off of a party from one place 
for the relief or assistance of some party, upon occasion, in 
another place. 3693 Luttrell Brief Rel.(x%$j) III. 116 
They confirm the detachment of the dauphine with 25,000 
men to the Rhine. 1724 De Foe Mem. Cavalier (1840) _ro 7 
The army, after so many detachments, was not above nine- 
teen thousand men. 1748 Chesterf. Lett. II. clx. 75 Which 
would have . . caused a great detachment from their army in 
Flanders. 3843 Elthinstone Hist. Did. I. 143 [They] had 
become tenants on condition of service instead of mere officers 
on detachment. 

8. concr. A portion of an army or navy taken 
from the main body and employed on some sepa- 
rate service or expedition; any party similarly 
separated from a main body. 

1678 Butler Hud. in. iii. 35 Haunted with detachments, 
sent From Marshal Legion’s regiment. 3683 Luttrell 
Brief Rel. (1857) I. 89 He has sent out a detachment of six 
witnesses, to confound Fitzharris’s discovery. 3724 De Foe 
Mem. Cavalier (1840) 68 Detachments were made out of 
every regiment to search among the dead. 3739 Cibber 
A pol. x. 273 A Detachment of Actors from D rury-Lane. 3781 
Gibbon Decl. <$■ F. III. Iii. 256 A detachment of cavalry in- 
tercepted his march. 1838 Thirlwall Greece II. xv. 291 He 
sent a detachment of his fleet to seize the island of Cythera. 
1859 F. A. Griffiths Artil. Man. (1862) 1 12 A gun detach- 
ment consists of one non-commissioned officer and nine 
gunners. 

altrib. 1883 J. Grant Cameronians I. i. 3 The smartest 
officers are usually selected for detachment duty. i88x Mrs. 
Alexander Freres iii. He was almost immediately told off 
for detachment duty. 

4 . A standing apart or aloof from objects or cir- 
cumstances; a state of separation or withdrawal 
from connexion or association with surrounding 
things. 

3862 Maurice Mor. _<$* Met. Philos. IV. iii, § 36. 88 This 
detachment from Italian feelings might have led one to 
expect [etc.]. 1871 Tyndall Fragm. Sc. (1879) I. iv, 126 The 
mountain sprang forth with astonishing solidity and detach- 
ment from the surrounding air. 1874 Morley Compromise 
(3886) 315 Oxford, ‘ the sweet city with her dreaming spires’, 
where there has ever been so much detachment from the 
world. 1883 Brit. Q. Rev. Oct. 392 An apartness or detach- 
ment from self. 2888 Bryce Amer. Commw . II. 11 1. liii. 
335 The detachment of the United States from the affairs of 
the Old World. 

b. A condition of spiritual separation from the 
world. (Cf. 1669 

1798 Lamb Rosamund Gray xi, The stronger I feel this de- 
tachment, the more I find myself drawn heavenward. 1853 
M. Kelly tr. Gosselms Power of Pope I. 91 To inspire all 
the faithful with the spirit of detachment, 3856 J. H. New- 
man Callista 199 A most heroic faith, and the detachment 
of a saint. 1865 T. F. Knox Life Henry Suso 352 Let all 
who suffer with detachment rejoice. 3891 Daily News 3 Apr. 
5/2 There is no such excellent cure for ‘ detachment ’ as an 
attachment. 

H Erroneously for Attachment 1-2. 

3706 Phillips (ed. Kersey), s. v. Detachiare , To seize or take 
into custody another man’s goods or person by writ of 
Detachment or other course of law. 3727 Bailey vol. II, 
Detachment , in Law, a sort of Writ. 

Detail (dft^-l, clrt<?il), sb. [a. F. detail (12th c. 
in Hatzf.) the action of detailing, the result of this 
action, retail, f. stem of ditailler : see next. App. 
first adopted in the phrase in detail , F. en detail , 
opposed to en gros in the gross, wholesale. Sense 
5 represents the F. ditail du service , disiribuer 
Vordre en ditail , Feuquieres, a. 17x1.] 

1 . The dealing with matters item by item ; de- 
tailed treatment ; attention to particulars. Esp. 
in phrase in (f the) detail , item by item; part by 
part; minutely; circumstantially. So to go into 
detail, i. e. to deal with or treat a thing in its 
individual particulars. 

3603 Holland Plutarch’s Mor. 306 (R.) As if a man would 
say, that necessary it is for him to offer wrong in detaile, 
who mindeth to do right in the gross. 1706 Phillips Detail 
(Fr.), the particular Circumstances of an Affair; as These 
advantages need not be offered in Detail to your View. 
1734 Pope Ess. Man, In trod., I was unable to treat this 
part of my subject more in detail, 1769 Gqldsm .Rom, Hist, 
(1786) I. 320 They . . perhaps condemned them in the gross 
for defects, which they thought it not worth while to mention 
in the detail. 1785 Cowper Wks. { 1837) XV. 163 The conse- 
quences need not, to use the fashionable phrase, be given in 
detail. 3840 Gladstone Ch. Princ, 69 The fear of punish- 
ment in the gross or in the detail. 3847 Emerson Repr. Men , 
Swedenborg Wks. (Bohn) I. 332 His revelations destroy 
their credit by running into detail. 3868 M. Pattjson 
A cadent. Org. iv. 130 Relieved from the drudgery of detail. 
3870 Freeman Norm . Conq. (ed. 2) I. App, 558 The tale, which 
is told in great detail, is doubtless mythical in its details. 
3884 Law Times Rep. 36 Feb. 773/2 We had to go into 
detail, so as to make the case clear. 

b. Mil. In detail: by the engagement of small 
portions of an army or force one after another. 
War of detail, a war carried on after this fashion* 
instead of by general engagements. (Often fig.) 

3843 Miall Nonconf. 1 . 1 Their war has been one of detail, 
not of principle. 1842 H. Rogers Introd. Burke’s Whs, 85 
Pursuing a war of detail instead of acting on some uniform 
scheme, 1845 F ord H andbk. Spain a Being without union 
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[it] is also without strength and has been beaten in detail 
1858 Froude Hist, Eng. III. xiii. 216 Without concert 
without a leader they would be destroyed in detail 1886 
Stokes Celtic Ch, 293 He [Brian Boru] defeated bis enemies 
in detail 

2 . A minute or circumstantial account ; a detailed 
narrative or description of particulars. 

1:695 Woodward Nat . Hist . Earth iv. (1723) 238 But 
I must be forced wholey to wave and supersede the Detail of 
these. 2726 Adv. Capt. R. Boyle Pref A iv, The following 
Sheets are a detail of Fortunes I have run through. 1810 
(title), A Chronological detail of events in which Oliver 
Cromwell was engaged, from 1642 to 1658. 1815 T. Forster 
A imosph.Phaenom. p. ix, Aristotle . . appears to have given 
a more minute detail of the various appearances of clouds 
. . and other phenomena. 1835 Lytton Falkland 9 But my 
detail must be rather of thought than of action, 

8. An item, a particular \ of an account, a process, 
etc.) ; a minute or subordinate portion of any {esp. 
a large or complex) whole. (See also 4 a.) 

4 But that is a detail 1 * is a current phrase humorously 
making light of what is perhaps really an important element 
in the matter in question. 

1786 T. Jefferson Writ. (1859) 1 . 560 It has given me de- 
tails ... which are very entertaining. 1833 Ht. Martineau 
Demerara ii. 16 The details of the management of a plan- 
tation. 1851 J. S. Macaulay Field-Fortif. 267 Hedges . . 
skirted by details of ground that may render them obstacles. 
1853 J. H. Newman Hist, Sk.\ 1873) 1 . 1. iv. 194 In the details 
of dress, carriage, and general manners, the Turks are very 
different from Europeans. 1863 Fr. A. Kemble Res id. in 
Georgia 17, 1 shall furnish you with no details. 1868 Dickens 
Lett. (1880) II. 393 Be particular in the minutest detail. 

b. collective sing. The particulars or items of 
any whole considered collectively. 

__ 1861 Mill Utilit. v. 71 Nobody desires that laws should 
interfere with the whole detail of private life. 1886 Law 
Times LXXX. 193/2 Legal questions . . full of dry and un- 
interesting detail. 

4 . Fine Arts. a. A minute or subordinate part 
of a building, sculpture, or painting, as distinct 
from the larger portions or the general conception, 
b. collective smg. Such minute parts collectively, 
or the manner of treatment of them. (Also transf. 
in reference to natural objects.) 

1823 P. Nicholson Pract. Build. 309 The detail of both 
sculpture and masonry on the building. 1846 Ruskin Mod. 
Paint . I. n. 11. v. § 15 The detail of a single weedy bank 
laughs the carving of ages to scorn. 1870 F. R. Wilson 
Ch. Lindisf. 85 There are no architectural details of interest. 
1882 H amerton Graphic A rts iv. 29 The most careful study 
of antiquarian detail is united to an artist’s vivid recollection 
of the colour and sunshine of the South. 1865 J. Fergusson 
Hist. A rchit. 1 . 1. ill. ii. 232 The Assyrian honeysuckle . .forms 
as elegant an architectural detail as is anywhere to be found. 

e. Arch. Short for detail drawing {s, working 
drawings. 

1819 P. Nicholson Archit. Diet. I. 383 Detail , the de- 
lineation of all the parts of an edifice, so as to be sufficiently 
intelligible for the execution of the work. The detail is 
otherwise denominated the working drawings. 21876 G wilt 
Encycl. Archit. Gloss., Details, a term usually applied to the 
drawings on a large scale for the use of builders, and gene- 
rally called working drawings. 1892 Archit . Publ, Soc. 
Diet. VIII. s.v. Working Drawings , Working drawings .. 
consist of plans, elevations, sections, details of construction 
• , many being to the full size. 

5 . Mil. a. The distribution in detail, to the 
different officers concerned, of the Daily Orders first 
given in general, with apportionment to each di- 
vision and subdivision of the force (and finally to 
individual officers and men) of the share of duty 
falling upon them in their order ; hence, the list or 
table showing the general distribution of duty for 
the whole force {general or f grand detail ), or the 
particular distribution of that falling upon any 
division or subdivision of it ( particular detail ’). 

Office of Detail (in U.S. Navy Dept \ the office where the 
roster of officers is kept, and from which orders as to duty 
are issued. 

1703-8 Order Dk. Marlborough in Kane Camp Disc, (1757) 
4 The Adjutant-General is to keep all the Details and an 
account of all things that happen in the Army. 1708 — 
Order ibid. 4 Of Details, Whereas great Inconveniences have 
happened in changing the Details after made, it is agreed 
. .by all the Generals of the Army, that all Details made at 
orderly Time should stand, though several other Details 
came afterwards ; and that they should march accordingly, 
though the others made before did not march, a 1711 Ibid. 
3 The Brigadier of the Day is to distribute the Orders he 
received immediately to the Majors of Brigade; and see 
that all the Details are made upon tlie Spot. 1727 H. 
Bland Milit. Discip. 281 (ch. xix. Title) Of the Method in 
Flanders for the Receiving and Distributing of the Daily 
Orders ; General Detail of the Array iby which is meant the 
General Duty to be perform’d by the Officers and Soldiers) 
with the Form of a Roster, or Table, by which the Duty of 
Entire Battalions, and the Officers, is regulated. Ibid, in 
Simes Milit. Medley (1768 )6g Our late Monarch, the glorious 
King William . . was perfectly knowing in the small as well 
as the grand detail of an army. 01745 Kane Camp. Disc. 
(1757) 1 6 Whenever the Quarter-master General demands 
a Detachment, to go along with him to reconnoitre, they 
are to be furnished immediately from the nearest Troops, and 
it will be allowed them in the next Detail. 1778 Orderly 
book, Maryland Loyalists, 28 Aug., Detale for outline pickett 
this evening. 1779 U. S. A r my Regulation, [The adjutant] 
must assemble the first Serjeants of the companies, make 
them copy the orders, and give them their details for the 
next day. 1779 Cart. G. Smith Univ. Milit. Diet, s. v., 
Detail of Duty is a roster or table for the regular . . per- 
formance of duty, either in the field, garrison, or canton- 
ments. The general detail of duty is the proper care of the 
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majors of brigade, who are guid ed by th e roster for the officers, 
and by the tables for the men to be occasionally furnished. 
The adjutant of a regiment keeps the detail of duty for the 
officers of his regiment. 1781 T. Simes Milit . Guide (ed. g> 
9 The Major of Brigade is charged with the particular detail 
in his own brigade in much the same way as the Adjutant- 
general is charged with the general detail of the army. 1853 
Stocqueler Milit. Encycl. s. v. Detail of Duty. 2894 
Brigade Orders, Aldershot (MS.) 1, Detail, 14.10.94. 
Brigade Captain, Adjutant and Ficquet : 2nd Wore. R. 
Special Picquet Hospital Hill: 2nd Lein. R. Brigade Quarter- 
master: 2nd Ches. R. Drums: 2 Lein. R. Company for 
Fire Screen Drill : none. Duties No. 1 Canteen : 2nd Ches. 
R. Duties No. 2 Canteen : 2nd Lein. R. Visitor to Bde, 
Schools (a Captn.) : 2nd Ches. R. 

lb. The detailing or telling off a small party 
for a special duty. c. concr. A small body de- 
tached for a particular service or duty; a small 
detachment. Originally military, but extended to 
the police, etc. 

[1708 see under a above.] 

1780 Gen. Washington Order 14 Mar., The fatigue party 
for finishing the new orderly room is to be furnished by 
detail from the line of the army. 2828 Webster, Detail 2, 
A selecting of officers or soldiers from the rosters. 1862 
Beveridge Hist. Indiall. v. vii. 458 A small body of cavalry, 
and a detail of Eu ropean artillery. 2884 Daily News 3 Mar. , 
The ground . .was explored . . by the Mounted Infantry and 
by details from the regular Cavalry. 1885 Gen. Grant Pers. 
Mem . I. xx. 278 Details that had gone to the front after the 
wounded. 2888 Troy Daily Times 6 Feb., An extra detail 
of police is always made . . and the crowd is not allowed to 
block the exit. 

Detail (dft^'l), v. [a. F. ditailler (12th c. in 
Hatz.-Darm.), to cut in pieces, retail, deal with or 
relate circumstantially, f. De- I. 3 + tailler to cut 
in pieces. Adopted in English only in the trans- 
ferred uses.] 

1 . trans. To deal with, give, relate, or de- 
scribe minutely or circumstantially ; to give par- 
ticulars of; to enumerate, mention, or relate in 
detail. 

1637-50 Row Hist. Kirk(xZgd) p. xliilThe proceedings . . are 
too long to be here detailed. 1752 Johnson Rambler No. 
177 f 3 When I delivered my opinion, or detailed my know- 
ledge. 1802 Mrs. E. Parsons Myst Visit I. 1 He was too 
modest to , . detail news and scandal from house to house. 
2875 Lyell Princ. Geol. II. 11, xxvii. 62 From the whole of 
the facts above detailed, it appears [etc.]. 1875 Scrivener 
Lect. Text N. Test. 10 Certain peculiarities to be detailed 
hereafter. 1879 Cassell's Techn. Educ. IV. 90/1 We have now 
detailed all the various coverings ordinarily put upon books. 

absol. 1841 D’Israeli Amen. Lit. 1 1 . 7 There were 
occasions when they [monastic writers] _ were inevitably 
graphic, — when they detail like a witness in court. 

2. Mil. To appoint or tell off for a particular 
duty. (See Detail sb. 5.) 

2793 Laws of Mass. c. 1 § 32 Whenever a detachment is 
made, the officers, non-commissioned officers and privates, 
being able of body, shall be detailed from the rosters or rolls 
for the purpose. 1820 Ibid. c. 107 § 31 The officers, ordered 
to be detailed to serve on courts martial shall be detailed in 
the following manner. 2828 Webster, Detail, to select, as 
an officer or soldier from a division, brigade, regiment, or 
battalion. 2861 Swiniioe N. China Camp. 329 The First 
Division, under General Michel, was detailed for this work 
of destruction. 1861 W. H. Russell in Times 14 May 10/3 
His cartridges were out, and he was compelled to detail 
some of his few men to make thein out of shirts, stockings 
and jackets. 1868 Sir R. Napier in Morn, Star 30 June, 
I trust she is now recovering under the care of the medical 
officer .. who has been detailed by me to provide for her 
comfort. 2885 Gen. Grant Pers. Mem. I. xxi. 293 Soldiers 
who had been detailed to act with the navy. 1886 Manck. 
Exam. 19 Jan. 5/6 The field officers of the Royal Horse 
Guards detailed for the escort of Her Majesty, 
b. transf. 

2837-40 Haliburton Clockm. (1862) 248 We propose de- 
tailing you to Italy to purchase some originals for our gal- 
lery. 1868 Daily News 2 Sept., The dry dock . . will start 
on its . . voyage across the Atlantic, being towed by five 
vessels to be detailed for the purpose. _ 2874 M, Collins 
Transmigr, IILxviii. 269 A trim little waiting-maid., whom 
I detailed to wait upon Grace. 

3 . Arch. To detail on the plane : to be exhibited 
in profile by abutting against the plane; said of a 
moulding. (Ogilvie.) 

1875 Encycl. Brit. II. 403/2 At the base they detail on the 
pavement or floor of the stylobate. Ibid. 404/1 The glyphs 
detail on the taenia of the architrave, but are variously 
finished above. 

If 4. ? Confused with Entail v. 2 (sense 4). 

1794 Godwin Cal. Williams 289 Who had. . sworn to detail 
upon me misery without end. 

Hence Detailing vbl. sb. and ppl a. 
x8xo Laws of Mass. c. 207 § 31 In case of inability , . of 
any officer.. to serve.. the detailing officer shall certify such 
circumstance to the officer who ordered the court martial. 
1866 Carlyle Edw. Irving 94 Considerable gossiping and 
quizzical detailing. 2883 Clodd in Knowl. 7 Sept. 147/2 
[These] need no detailing here. 

Detailed (dft/Wd), ppl. a. [f. Detail v. + 
-ED h] Related, stated, or described circumstan- 
tially; abounding in details; minute, particular, 
circumstantial. 

1740 Warburton Div. Legal, iv. 83 note (R.) In a professed 
and detailed poem on the subject. 1855 Macaulay Hist. 
Eng. IV. 419 No detailed report of the evidence has come 
down to us. 1857 Ruskin Pol. Econ. Art 6 , 1 will not lose 
time in any detailed defence. 1867 Freeman Norm. Cong . 
(1876) I. iv. 254 In my more detailed narrative of English 
affairs. 
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b. Fine Arts. Executed in detail ; furnished with 
all its details. 

1867 A. Barry Sir C. Barry viii. 283 A fully detailed cor- 
nice of the order. .... 

e. transf. Of a writer : Given to detail, circum- 
stantial. 

2872 Freeman Norm. Cong. (1876) IV. xviii. 153 Described 
by the most detailed historian of this campaign. 

Hence DetaiTedly adv., Detailedness. 

x8o6 J. Pytches in Monthly Mag. XXII. 210 He regrets 
that I have not gone more detailedly into my design. 184a 
J. Sterling Ess. $ 'Tales (1848) I. 439 Its positiveness, 
shrewdness, detailedness, incongruity. 1887 Benson Laud 
104 The. .extent and detailedness of the criticism. 

Dgtail&v (cltV'dar). [f. Detail v. + -er h] 
One who details or relates circumstantially. 

1794 Crit. Rev. Jan., The detailers of anecdotes, a 1809 
Seward Lett. VI. 135 (T.) Individuality was sunk in the 
number of detailers. 

De*tailism. nonce~wd. [f. Detail sb. 4- -ism.] 
A system of attention to details. 

2865 Lewes in Fortn. Rev. I. 588 There has been a re. 
action against conventionalism which called itself Idealism, 
in favour of detailism which calls itself Realism. 

Detain (dzt<?>m), V. Forms: 5-7 deteyn(e, 
6-7 detein(e, deteign(e, detaynfe, detaine, (7 
deten), 7- detain. [Late ME. deteine , deteyne , 
a. OF. detenir (12th c. in Littre), detener (Britton) 
« Pr, and Sp. detener , Cat. detenir , It. ditenere 
Rom. type *de-tenere for L. detinere , to hold off, 
keep back, detain, f. De- I. 2 + tenere to hold. For 
the root-vowel cf. contain, maintain , sustain, retain .] 

1 . trans. To keep in confinement or under re- 
straint ; to keep prisoner. 

[2292 Britton 1. v. § 3 Ou si maJiciousement le fet detener.] 
2485 Caxton Chas. Gt. 145 The peres of fraunce beyng thus 
assyeged and deteyned. 1548 Hall Chron. 10 A tray tor. . 
whiche is apprehended and deteigned in prisone for his 
offence. 1605 Camden Rem . 16 When King Richard first 
was deteined prisoner. 1761 Hume Hist. Eng. III. lix. 279 
He was detained in strict confinement. _ 2884 Miss Braddon 
Flower % Weed 139 ‘ Beg your pardon, sir/ said the constable 
..‘I shall be obliged to detain you till this business is 
settled.* 

t b. pass. To be ‘ holden ’ or possessed with 
(infirmity? disease, etc ). Obs. 

a 1440 Found. St. Bartholomew' s 28 With this so grete A 
sykenes was he deteynyd. 2549 Chaloner Erasmus on 
Folly Tiij b, To be deteigned with suche a spece of mad- 
nesse. 1660 Bloome Archit. Cb, A Maide of the City 
Corinthia. .detained with sicknesse, dyed. 

2 . To keep back, withhold ; esp . to keep back 
what is due or claimed. ? Obs. 

cx$3 5 in Froude Short Stud. (2876*) I. 422 The said abbot 
hath detained and yet doth detain servants wages, a 1625 
Fletcher & Massinger Elder Bro. v. i, My sword forced 
from me too, and still detained. 1670 Marvell Let. to 
Mayor of Hull Wks. I. 253 To call to accountsuch persons 
as detained money in their hands given charitably. 1710 
Prideaux Orlg. Tithes v. 221 These Tithes . . have been 
granted by the King, .but afterwards by the instinct of the 
Devil many have detained them. 17x5-20 Pope Iliad xxiv. 
172 No longer then . . Detain the relics of great Hector dead 
. . restore the slain. 1768 Blackstone Comm, III. 855 The 
form of the writ . . is sometimes in the debet and detinet, and 
sometimes in the detinet only : that is, the writ states . . that 
the defendant owes and unjustly detains the debt or thing in 
question, or only that he unjustly detains it. 1849 Macaulay 
Hist. Eng. iii. I. 288 The interest of the sum fraudulently 
detained in the Exchequer by the Cabal 

J*b. To keep (a person) from his right. Obs. 

1583 Stubbes Anat. Abus. Ii, (1882) 80 Hereby the poore 
pastors are deteined from their right, and almost beggered. 
f 3 . To keep, retain (in a place or position, in 
a state or condition, or in one’s possession), Obs . 
(exc. as associated with 4.) 

1541 Wyatt Defence Wks. (1861) p; xxv, That in all accu- 
sations the defendant might detain unto him counsel. 2578 
Banister Hist. Man v. 66 Some [glandules] are strewed as 
beddes vnto -Veynes, and Arteries, to deteine them from 
hurt. 1606 Biknie Kirk- Burial l xix. (Jam. Suppl) }> To 
dedicate the same thing a Kirk, and yet deteene it a buriall. 
1632 Lithgow Trav.v. 195 Rivers mentioned in the Scrip- 
tures, which to this day detayne their names. 1635 Pagitt 
Christianogr. 1. ii. (2636) 41 The inhabitants of Spaine are 
detained in superstition, by the vigilancy of the Inquisition. 
1774 . Goldsm. Nat. Hist. (2776) II. 259 When we fix and 
detain them [our eyes] too long upon the same object. 

t b. To hold, hold down : transl. detinere of 
the Vulgate. Obs. 

2582 N. T. (Rhem.) Rom. I 28 Those men that deteine the 
veritie of God in iniustice [16x1 hold : Wycl., Tind., Cranm., 
Geneva, withhold : Rev.V. hold down: Gr. Kare^PTwt'], 1593 
Bilson Govt. Christ’s Ch. xoo That, .they might learne not 
to detaine the trueth of God in unrighteousnes. a 1694 
Tillotson Serm. (1743) VII. 2846 Men have a natural 
knowledge of God ; if they contradict it by their life and 
practice, they are guilty of * detaining the truth of God in 
unrighteousness'. 

f c. To hold or occupy with an armed force. Obs. 

263a Lithgow Trav. III. 203 A large and strong Fortresse 
. . now detained by a Garison of Turkes. 164a Lane. Tracts 
(Chetham Soc.) 56 Thus the Lord hath preserved an un- 
walled Towne from being destroyed or detained by a great 
Annie. 

+ d. To hold, engage, keep the attention of. 
Obs. (or merged in 4!) 

c 2585 C'tess Pembroke Ps. lxxiii. 7 No good on earth doth 
my desires detaine. 1622-51 Burton A nat. Mel. 11. ii. vi. iii. 
301, I am mightily detained and allured with that grace and 
comeliness, 1780 Harris Philol. Enq. Wks. (2841) 429 It 
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wants those striking revolutions, those unexpected discover- 
ies, so essential to engage ar.d to detain a spectator. 

f ©. To constipate, < bind ’ ; also absol. to cause 
constipation. Obs. 

1580 Frampton Dial. Yron $ Steele 158 The water that 
cooleth the yron, doeth detayne the beltie. Ibid. 158 b, It 
is byndyng, and therefore it doeth deteyne. 

4 . To keep from proceeding or going on; to 
keep waiting; to stop. (The ordinary current 
sense.) 

1592 Shaks. Ven.fyAd. 577 For pity now she can no more 
detain him. 1644 Milton Educ. Wks. (1847) 99/ 2 > I shall 
detain you no longer in the demonstration of what we should 
not do. a 1665 Sir K. Digby Private Mem. (1827) 89 Here 
Theagenes resolved to detain him self some time. 1790 
Paley Horae Paul. Rom. ii. 12 The business which then 
detained him. 1825 Cobbett Rur. Rides 424, I was de- 
tained . . partly by the rain, and partly by company that 
I liked very much. 1861: Dutton Cook P. Foster's D. i. 
Don’t let me detain you. 1891 E. Peacock N. Brendon 

I. 113 We will not detain our readers. 1892 Times (Weekly 
Ed.) 21 Oct. 2/4 The vessel.. is detained in quarantine. 

f 5 . To keep back or restrain from action; to 
hinder ; to delay. Obs. 

1600 E. Blount tr. Conestaggio 54 But he resolved not 
any < thing, deteined by his blinde commission, and the 
advise of some other Capteines. 1621-51 Burton A nat. Mel. 
in. ii. in. (1676) 326/1 Modesty would detain them from 
doing amiss. 1681 Dryden Abs. fyAchit, 244 How long wilt 
thou the general joy detain : Starve, and defraud the People 
of thy Reign? 

f Detai*n, sb. Obs. rarer- 1 , ff. Detain v] The 
action of detaining, or fact of being detained; de- 
tention. 

1596 Spenser F. Q. v. vi. 15 And gan enquire of him with 
mylder mood The certaine cause of Artegals detaine. 

Betainabl© (dit^'nabT), a. [f. Detain v. + 
-able.] Capable of being detained. 

1801 W. Taylor in Monthly Mag.Jtll. 581 It seems, .de- 
tainable, like water, by an attraction of cohesion, on the 
surface of certain bodies. 

Betarnal. rare. [f. Detain 27. + -al 5.] The 
act of detaining ; detention. 

1806 W. Taylor in Ann. Rev. IV. 116 The injustice of the 
detainal is a disgrace to Bonaparte. 

f Detainder. Obs . Also deteinder, detain- 
dor. Variant of Detainer 2 , perhaps influenced 
by attainder, remainder . 

1672 Essex Papers (Camden') 1, 35 Y° deteinder of moneys 
by y iJ Farmers upon pretence of defalcations. 1701 Beverley 
Apoc. Quest. 32 There is also.. in it the Detaindor of a 
Disease, a Catochus, and a Catoche , a Dead Sleep, or In- 
sensibility with Pungency, or Vexation. 

Detainer 1 (dipnoi). Also 6 deteiner, -our, 
deteynour, 7 detayner. [f. Detain v. + -er 1 : 
perh. orig. a. AF. *detenour = OF. deteneor, - eur .] 
One who or that which detains ; see the verb. 

1531-2 Act 23 Hen. VIII, c. 5 § 3 To punisshe the 
dettours and deteiners of the same by fines. 1547 Act 1 
Edw. VI, c. 3 § 2 To punish . . the deteinour. 1586 J. 
Hooker Girald. Irel. in Holinshed II. 51/1 The deteiners 
of the kingdome of England against the lawfull heire. 1647 
R. Baillie Lett. <$• Jrnls. (1842) III. 14 It pleased God to 
make his detainers let him goe. 1689 Def. Liberty agst. 
Tyrants 120 He. .is. .an unjust detainer which takes another 
Mans goods against the Owners will. 1850 Chubb Locks 
<$• Keys 10 This lock, .contains, .several independent move- 
able detainers of the motion of the bolt, any one of which 
would alone prevent that motion; the key was adapted to 
move and arrange all those detainers simultaneously. 

Detainer 2 . Law . Forms: 7 deteiner, de- 
teigner, deteyner, 7- detainer ; err on. 7 -or, 8 
-our. [a. Anglo-Fr. detener inf. used subst. Cf. 
cesser , disclaimer, retainer : see -er 4 *.] 

The action of detaining, withholding, or keeping 
in one’s possession ; spec. a. The (wrongful) de- 
taining of, or refusal to restore, goods taken from 
the owner for distraint, etc. 

1619 Dalton Countr. Just. vii. (1630) 27 By distress or 
deteyner of the defendant’s goods. _ 1768 Blackstone 
Comm. III. 150 Deprivation of possession may also be by 
an unjust detainer of another's goods, though the original 
taking was lawful. 1817 W. Selwyn Law Nisi Prius (ed. 4) 

II. 1123 if the^ tenant, before distress, tender., the arrears 
of rent, the taking of the distress becomes wrongful . . but if 
the distress has been made, and before impounding the 
arrears are tendered, then the detainer only is unlawful. 
1865 Nichols Britton II. 249 In like manner shall widows 
recover damages for the wrongful detainer of dower. 

b. Forcible detainer : see quot. 1769. 

1619 Dalton Countr. Just. xxii. (1630) 61 One Justice of 
Peace may proceed in . . cases of forcible entry or Deteiner. 
1769 Blackstone Comm. IV. 147 An eighth offence against 
the_ public peace is that of a forcible entry or detainer; 
which is committed by violently taking or keeping posses- 
sion, with menaces, force; and arms, of lands and tenements, 
without the. authority of law. 1800 Addison Amer. Law 
Rep. 41 Indicted for a forcible entry and detainer. 

c. The detaining of a person ; esp. in custody or 
confinement. 

1640 in Rushw. Hist. Coll. (1692) m. I, 20 That the Cause 
of their Detainer may be certified, ns 1719 Bp. Smallridge 
(J .), St. Paul sends him back again, that Philemon might 
have no reason to be angry at his longer detainour. 1795 
Christian in Blackstone' s Comm. (1809) I. 425 Lord Mans- 
field granted a habeas corpus, ordering the captain of the 
ship to bring up the body of James Somersett, with the 
cause of his detainer. 1884 Law Times Rep. 16 Aug. 759/2 
There was no evidence.. of the detainer of the child either 
by force or fraud. 


d. A process authorizing the sheriff to detain 
a person already in his custody ; spec, a writ 
whereby a prisoner arrested at the suit of one 
creditor might be detained at the suit of another. 

1836-9 Dickens Sk. Boz (1850) 274/1 Unless the gen’lm’n 
means to go up afore the court, it’s hardly worthwhile waiting 
for detainers, you know. 2848 Wharton Law Lex. s.v ; , 
A process lodged with the sheriff against a person in his 
custody is called a detainer. 1855 Thackeray Newcomes 
I. 248 The detainers against him were trifling. 

Detaining 1 , vbl. sb. [f. Detain v. + -ing 3 .] 
The action of the verb Detain ; detention, with- 
holding, t seizure, etc. (Now usually gerundial.) 

a 1535 More Wks. 386 (R.) That their paine in the fire wer 
but a detaining therin by some strenger power then themselfe. 
2572 Sc. Acts Jas. VI {xs 97 ) § 50 Taking and deteining of 
prisoners, ransotines, buitinges. 2600 E. Blount tr. Cones- 
taggio 125 He then conceived the cause of his detaining. 
1632 tr. Bruels Praxis Med . 97 Catalepsis is a sudden de- 
taining both of soule and body. 2768 Blackstone Comm. 

III. ix. (R.), To shew the cause of his detaining in prison. 
2795 Jemima I. 165 He scorned your detainings. 

Detaining, ppl. a. [f. as prec. + -ing 2 .] That 
detains ; see the verb. 

1822 T. Taylor Apuleius vi. 121 The detaining earth. 
2865 Bushnell Vicar. Sacr. Introd. (1868; 25 The detaining 
power of a dogmatizing effort. 

Hence Detai’ningly adv. 

2856 Titan Mag. Aug. 219/2 He gazed at her entreatingly 
and detainingly. 1880 A rgosy XXIX. 388 Laying her band 
detainingly upon his arm. 

Detainment (d®*nment). Now rare. [f. 
Detain v. + -ment: cf. OF. detenement.'] The 
fact of detaining, or of being detained ; detention. 

2586 Death Earl Northumberl. in Somers Tracts (2751) 
iv. III. 422 As well of the Cause of the Earl’s Detainment, as 
of the Manner ofhis Death. 2622 Malynes A nc.LawMerch . 
159 The danger of generall or particular Embargos of Ships, 
the likelihood of detainements of Kings and Princes.. 1641 
Jrnls. Ho. Com. II. 252 His Detainment close .Prisoner. 
1755 Magens Insurances 1. 456 The unjust. .Detainment of 
their Ships. 2883 Ld. Blackburn in Law Reports 8 App. 
Cases 398 Arrests, restraints and detainments of princes., 
involve such a taking of the subject insured out of the 
control of the owners. 

Detainer, -our, erron. ff. Detainer 2 . 

t Betaiimre (d/t^’niui). Obs. [f. Detain v. 
-f -ure : cf. OF. deteneure .] -* Detainer 2 (of 
which it may be a refashioning). 

1641 in Rushw. Hist. Colt. (1692) m. I. 340 Unlawful 
Seisure and Detainure. 1710 Prideaux Orig. Tithes v. 315 
A Sacrilegious detainure of that which is ..due unto God. 

Detane, -nie, -ny, obs. ff. Dittany. 

Detant (dftse*nt). [A variant of Detent, 
affected by the pronunciation of mod.F. ditente 
(detant) trigger ; established in this sense in gun- 
smiths’ use.] In the mechanism of a gun-lock, an 
oscillating tongue pivoted over the half-cock notch 
in the tumbler, to prevent the sear from catching 
therein when the cock falls. 

2884 T. Speedy Sport v. 60 Rifles which are generally 
made with a very light pull not exceeding two or three 
pounds, and on the tumbler of which a detant is attached, 
m order to carry the scear over the half-cock. 1894 W. A. 
Greener (in letter), Detant not Detent is the usual spelling 
. . the German technical word for the gun-lock detant is 
Schleuder. 

t Deta'rd, v. Obs. [a. OF. detarder , also des-, 
to retard, delay, f. des- (L. dis-) + tarder to delay 
L. tardare, f. tardus slow.] trans. To retard, delay. 

1675 Teonge Diary (1825) 46 Leave to com on shoare .. 
was detarded. 2693 w. Freke Art of War ix. 264 Let 
them detard their pursuers, and save their lives by scatter- 
ing their Treasures. 

f Detaste, v. Obs. rare . [var. of Distaste : 
see De- I. 6.] =» Distaste; to dislike, loathe. 

x6i4 Earl Stirling Dootnes-day vir. ciii, Who now in dark- 
ness do detaste the day. 

fDet-bound, var. of Debt-bound, ppl. a . Obs. 
Mortgaged, pledged. 

2542-2 Burgh Rec. Edin. 20 Jan. (Jam. Suppl.), The hous 
,.wes detbound to the said Jhone. 

Dete, obs. form of Debt, Ditty. 

Detect (d/te'kt), ppl. a . [ad. L. detecl-us, pa. 
pple. of detegere to Detect. After the formation 
of Detect v ., used for some time as its pa. pple.] 
Detected ; disclosed ; discovered ; open, exposed, 
fa. as pa. pple. Obs . b. as adj. arch. 

a. 2387 Tkevisa Higden (Rolls) V. 243 Thei were detecte 
by the olde moneye y-sche wede. 1460 Capgrave Chron . 134 
He was that same day detect that a strumpet was in his 
chaumbir. 1526 Pilgr. Per/. (W. de W. 1532 ) 273 b, [I] haue 
detecte & declared the errours. 2555 Abp. Parker Ps. 
cxix. 34.6 Detect I haue my wayes to thee. 

b. 2661 Lovell Hist. Anim. $ Min. Introd., Their gills 
are detect. 2854 Syd. Dobell Balder xix. 82 Detect, dis- 
owned, detested, and despised, There is no power to which 
ye can be true. 

Detect (dzte*kt), v. [f. ppl. stem detect - of L. 
detegere to uncover, discover, detect, f. De- X. 6 + 
iegere to cover. The earlier ppl. adj. Detect (see 
prec.) was retained as pa. pple. of the verb, till 
gradually displaced by detected .] 

1 1 . trans. To uncover, lay bare, expose, display 
(something covered up or hidden). Obs . 

2447 Bokenham Seyntys (Roxb.) 7, 1 preye . . that ye de- 
tecte It in no wyse wher that vylany It myht haue. 2526 


Pilgr. Per f (W. de W. 1531) 34 b.Whiche illusyon . .as soone 
as it was detected & brought to lyght..anone it auoyded. 
2563-87 Foxe A.Sf M. (2684) II. 73/ 2 Secret Confession, 
wherein Men do detect their sins in the Priests ear. 1594 
Ord. of Prayer in Liturg. Serv. Q. Eliz. <18471 664 Detect 
and reveal still the foundations and buildings of all treasons 
and conspiracies. 2668 Culpepper & Cole Barthol. Anaf. 
1. iii. 5 On one side the Fat besprinkled with its Vessels, 
and on the other side certain Muscles Detected. 2692 Case 
of Exeter Coll. Pref. A ij, The badness of his cause was 
sufficiently detected by the weakness of his defence. 1739 
Labelye Short Acc. Piers Westm. Bridge 41, I cannot 
Answer this Objection, without detecting a gross Ignorance 
in those that proposed it. 

t 2 . To expose (a person) by divulging his secrets 
or making known his guilt or crime; to inform 
against, accuse. Obs . 

c 1449 Pecock Repr. 1. xvi. 88, I detecte here no man in 
special. 2577-87 Holinshed Chron. I. 41/2 Whose last 
words . . detected him of manifest ambition. 2594 Hooker 
Eccl. Pol. (2676) 342 The Gentlewoman goeth forward, and 
detecteth herself of a crime. 1603 Shaks. Meas.for M. 111. 
ii. 229, I neuer heard the absent Duke much detected for 
Women. 1604 R. Cawdrey Table Alph., Detect, bewray, 
disclose, accuse. 2645 Pagitt Heresiogr. (1646) 9 And he 
also cut a young wenches throat, lest she should detect him. 

f b. To divulge, reveal, give information of (a 
thing). Obs. 

c 1465 Hist. Doc. Rock. (E. E. T. S.) 7 But if it shall hap so 
to know any such [heresies], I shall detecte them to myn 
ordinarie. 2725 De Foe Voy. round World (1840) 314 One 
of the lieutenants discovered and detected this villanous 
contrivance. 

3 . To find out, discover (a person) in the secret 
possession of some quality, or performance of some 
act ; to find out the real character of. 

2581 Pettie Guazzo's Civ. Conv. 1. (2586) 28 b, In processe 
of time she was detected to be one of a naughtie slan- 
derous tongue. 17x1 Medley No. 39 If he is detected of the 
grossest Calumnies, he goes on to repeat them again, as 
if nothing had happen’d. 2774 Goldsm. Grecian Hist. 

I. 99 Cieomenes . . being detected of having suborned the 
priestess, slew himself. 1789 Bentham Princ. Legist, xi. 
§ 24 You have detected a baker in selling short weight, you 

rosecute him for the cheat. 1870 E. Peacock Rolf Skirl. 

I I. 214 Like a schoolboy detected in robbing an orchard. 
2875 Jowett Plato (ed. 2) III. 209 Your dishonesty shall 
do you no good, for I shall detect you. 

4 . To discover, find out, ascertain the presence, 
existence, or fact of (something apt to elude observa- 
tion). 

2756 C. Lucas Ess. Waters III. 263 The former obstacles 
must be abolished as soon as detected. 1797 Godwin En- 
quirer I. vi. 43 We detect all the shades 01 meaning. 2823 

J. Badcock Dorn. Amusem . 25 It is a capital good test for 
detecting arsenic in any liquid whatever. 2835 Browning 
Paracelsus ii, What use were punishment, unless some sin 
Be first detected? 1847 Emerson Repr. Men, Napoleon 
Wks. (Bohn) I. 373 Napoleon examined the bills of the 
creditors himself, detected overcharges and errors. 1849 
Murchison Siluria iii. 45 Sandstone in which no other 
remains but fucoids have been detected. 288a Pebody Eng. 
Journalism xvi. 120 He was a man.. with an eye that de- 
tected a false note in an article. 

Hence Detected ppl. a., Dei©*ctrag vbl. sb. 

1602 Shaks. Ham. in. ii. 95 Well my Lord. If he steal® 
ought the whil’st this Play is Playing, And scape detecting, 
I will pay the Theft. 2654 Codrington tr. Hist. Ivstine 
518 To collect the detected Oar [=ore]. 2660 Milton Free 
Commw . (1851) 449 The detected Falshood and Ambition 
of som. 1694 tr. Milton's Lett. State Aug. 1656 The vilest 
and most openly detected Assassinates. 1836 J. Gilbert 
Chr. Atonem. ii. (2852) 52 Who would not .. frown it away 
as a detected cheat ? 

Detectability, rare . [f. next : see -ity.] 

1805 W. Taylor in Monthly Mag. XIX. 219 With fan 
feebler detectability. 

Detectable (d/te-ktab’l), a. Also -ible. [f. 
Detect v. + -able. The spelling - ible is accord- 
ing to L. analogies, but L. - tectibilis does not occur.] 
Capable of being detected. 

2655 Fuller Ch. Hist vii. ii. 429 More were concealed 
by parties not detectable. 1832 Blackw. Mag. XXX. 222 
No heel-tap was detectable. 1845-6 G. E. Day tr. Simon's 
Anim. Chem. II. 252 The amount of phosphates . . is ex- 
tremely minute, and no longer detectible by the ordinary 
tests. 1871 R. H. Hutton Ess. I. 340 The real link not 
being detectable without a special and individual insight. 
1888 Bryce Amer. Commw. II. 224 Where illegitimate 
expenditure is more frequent and less detectible. 

Hence Dete'ctably adv. 

1887 Standard 2 June 5/3 The result is a ‘detectably* 
different liquid. 

Detection (d/te*kj3n). [ad. L. detection-em 
' (Tertullian), n. of action from detegere to Detect.] 
The action of detecting. 

t X. Exposure, revelation of what is concealed; 
criminal information, accusation. Obs. 

1471 Ripley Comp. Alch. Rec. xi. in Ashm. (1652) 189 
That Oylysh substance . . Raymond Lully dyd call Hys 
Basylyske, of whyche he jnade never so playne deteccyon. 
2529 More Dyaloge iii. iv. Wks. 221/1 Wherfore it were 
not reason in a detection of heresy, to suffer, . . the crime 
wel proued, any new witnesses to be receyued. 2542 Pay- 
nel Catiline xxxvi. 54 b, The Senate decreed Tarquinius 
detection to be false. 1547 A. Gilby (title). An answer to 
the devilfish detection of Stephane Gardiner, Bishoppe of 
Wynchester. 2564 Brief Exam. A ij b, The detection and 
detestation, .of the whole Antichrist of Rome. 2570-6 Lam- 
barde Peramb. Kent (1826) 209, 1 will not sticke to bestow 
a few wordes for the detection thereof. 1691 Case of Exeter 
Coll. 30 But this fallacy.. must not escape without a detec- 
tion. 2709 Steele Tatler No. 76 r 4 When by a publick 
Detection they fall under the Infamy they feared. 2807 


DETER. 


DETECTIVE. 

Crabbe Par, Reg. i. 710 In all detections Richard first 
. confessed, 

2. Discovery (of what is unknown or hidden) ; 
finding out. Obs. exc. as in b. 

1623 Cockeram, Detect ion , a discouerie. 1702 C. Mather 
Magn. Chr. 1. i, 3 Americas Vesputius, a Florentine, who 
in the year 1497, made a further Detection of the more 
Southern Regions in this Continent. 

b. spec. The finding out of what tends to elude 
notice, whether on account of the particular form 
or condition in which it is naturally present, or 
because it is artfully concealed ; as crime, tricks, 
errors, slight symptoms of disease, traces of a sub- 
stance, hidden causes, etc. 

5619 Naunton in Fortesc. Papers 105 Whether . . safe for 
him to attend him selfe in person, without danger of de- 
tection. 1751 Johnson Rambler No. 183?/ It is easy for 
the author of a He, however malignant, to escape detection. 
1791 Mrs. Radcliffe Rom. Forest viii, She wondered to 
what part of the abbey these chambers belonged, and that 
they had so long escaped detection. 1798 Ferriar Illustr. 
Sterne vi. 175 One of the most curious detections of his 
imitations. 1856 Dove Logic Chr, Faith v. i. § 2. 278 The 
utmost stars of our present faint detection. 1874 Morley 
Compromise (1886) 29 The detection of corresponding 
customs, opinions, laws, beliefs, among different communities. 
*884 Gustafson Found . Death i. (ed. 3) 2 Adulteration, now 
perfected almost beyond tbe possibility of detection. 

Detective (dfte*ktiv), a. and sb. [f. L. detect- 
ppl. stem : see Detect v. and -ive. (The sb. has 
been adopted in mod.F. from English.)] 

A. adj. Having the character or function of de- 
tecting ; serving to detect ; employed for the pur- 
pose of detection. 

1843 Chamb. Jrnl. XII. 54 Intelligent men have been 
recently selected to form a body called the ‘ detective police’ 

. . at times the detective policeman attires himself in the 
dress of ordinary individuals. 1862 Shirley Nugse Crit . 
vii. 303 Every author now looks after his mind, as if he were 
a member of the detective police. 2882 E. P. Hood in 
Leisure Hour Apr. 227 Instances of the detective power of 
ridicule. 1882 Spurgeon Treos. Door. Ps. cxxii. 1 [It] is 
detective as to our character. 1893 Bent Ethiopia 62 
Regardless of.. strangers, and my wife’s detective camera. 

B. sb. One whose occupation it is to discover 
matters artfully concealed ; particularly (and in the 
original application as short for detective police- 
many or the like) a member of the police force 
employed to investigate specific cases, or to watch 
particular suspected individuals or classes of of- 
fenders. Private detective , one not belonging to the 
police force, who in his private capacity, or as 
attached to a Detective Agency or Bureau, under- 
takes similar services for persons employing him. 

1856 Ann. Reg. 185 Some London detectives were de- 
spatched, to give their keen wits to the search. 1871 B. 
Taylor Faust ( 1875) I. PreF. 12 There are critical detectives 
on the track of every author. 1875 J owett Plato (ed . 2) III. 
39 The criminal turned detective is wonderfully suspicious 
and cautious. 1876 D. R. Fearon School Inspection § 59. 
90 If the inspector is to be anything more than a mere de- 
tective of faults. attrib. 1883 Anna K. Green (title) 
X Y S, a Detective Story. 

Hence Detectiveship, the office or function of 
a detective ; Dete'ctivist, nonce-wd., one who 
professedly treats of detectives. 

1877 /. Hawthorne Garth III. ix. btxv. 184 In my amateur 
detectiveship. 2892 W, Wallace in Academy 24 Sept. 
262/1 It may be hoped that Dick Donovan is the last of the 
detectivists in fiction. 

Detector (dfte'ktai). Also -er. [a. L. de- 
tector (TertulL), agent-n. from L. detegere to De- 
tect.] He who or that which detects. 

+ 3L. A person or thing that discloses, brings to 
light, or reveals ; one who informs against or ac- 
cuses ; a revealer ; an informer, an accuser. Oh. 

*341 Paynel Catiline xxxiv. 52 The detectour is false and 
corrupted with mede. i6ix Cotgr., Encuseur, a detecter, 
discloser, appeacher, accuser. 1614 Raleigh Hist. World 
v. iii. § 18 (R.) As a reward unto the detectors of lands 
concealed. 1637 Bastwick Litany iv. 3 Those should be 
punished, that were detectors and manifesters of them. 
2680 Baxter Cath. Commim. (1684) 30 This is to comply 
with the World, that taketh the detecter only for the 
sinner. 2742 Young Ni.Th. ii. 641 A deathbed’s a detector 
of the heart. Here tir’d dissimulation drops her masque. 

2. One who finds out that which is artfully con- 
cealed, or which tends to elude observation. 

2605 Shaks. Lear in. v. 24 O Heauens ! that this Treason . 
were not j or not I thedetector ! 1657 Evelyn Diary 7 Jan., 
Dr. Joy liffe.. first detector of the lymphatic veins, 2755 
Johnson, Detecter, a discoverer, one that finds out what 
another desires to hide. 2791 Boswell Johnson (1887) 1 . 407 
Rev. Dr. Douglas, now Bishop of Salisbury, thegreat detector 
of impostures. 1840 Mill Diss. fy Disc., Bentham (1859)!. 
352 The keenest detector of the errors of his predecessors. 

3. An instrument or device for detecting the pre- 
sence of anything liable to escape observation, 
for indicating any deviation from normal conditions, 
or the like. 

a. An arrangement in a lock by which any attempt to 
tamper with it is indicated and frustrated, b. A low-water 
indicator for a boiler, c. A small portable galvanometer, 
which indicates the flow and direction of a current of 
electricity, used for testing purposes, d. An apparatus for 
detecting the presence of torpedoes under water, a torpedo- 
detector. e. attrib. in various senses, as detector-bar, , 

« galvanometer , -lock, * spring , etc. 

2833 J. Holland Manuf. Metal II. 275 His success in 
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this attempt was not better than before, for he overlifted the 
detector of each lock. 2850 Chubb Locks # Keys 13 A' is the 
detector-spring. 2874 Knight Did. Mech. s.v,, Chubb had 
a detector in bis lock of 1818, 1889 G. Findlay Eng. Rail- 
way 75 ‘ Detector Bars * are employed on parts of the line 
which cannot be seen by the signalman, to prevent the 
signals being lowered when the line is occupied by a train. 
Ibid,, * Detector Locks’ are applied to facing points, and 
are worked by the wire that works the signals. 1893 Munro 
etc. Pocket Book of Electrical Rules (ed. 9) 395 Ceils should 
be tested on the thick wire of a detector. Ibid. 396 For 
fault inspection, a detector or galvanometer, a battery, knife, 
etc. 2894 Catalogue , Galvanometers and Measuring Instru- 
ments Detector Galvanometer, wound for intensity, re- 
sistance up to 500 Ohms. 

Detei(g)n(e, etc., obs. forms of Detain, etc. 
t Bete-nebrate, v. Obs. rare . [f. De- II. i 

+ L. tenebrm darkness, tenebrdre to darken.] 
trans * To free from darkness or obscurity. 

2646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. vi, vi. 296 To detenehrate 
and cleare this truth. 2656 Blount Glossogr., Detenebrate , 
to dispel or drive away darkness, to bring light. 
Detenewe, obs. form of Detinue. 

Detent (dite-nt), sb. 1 (Also 7 detton.) [a. F. 
detente, OF. destente (Froissart, 14 th c.), deriv. 
of dlt entire * to slacken, unstretch, undo', in OF. 
ties f entire, f. ties L. tils- privative ( cf. De- 6 ) + 
tendre to stretch. (In L. distendere the prefix had 
a different force : see Distend.) 

The earliest application of the word in French was to the 
destente of the arbalest or cross-bow, whereby the strained 
string was released and the bolt discharged ; hence it was 
transferred to the analogous part in fire-arms. In English, 
the word seems to have been viewed as connected with 
L. detinere , detent and so with detain , detention, and to 
have been modified in meaning accordingly. The fact that 
the same part which allows of the escape of that which is 
detained or held tense, is also often the means of detention, 
favoured this misconception of the word.] 

1. gen . A stop or catch in a machine which 
checks or prevents motion, and the removal of 
which brings some motor at once into action. 

2831 Brewster Nat. Magic xi. {183 3) 283, When a spring 
was touched, so as to release a detent, the figure immediately 
began to draw. 1832 Babbage Econ. Manuf. viii. (ed. 3) 59 
Leaves a small dot of ink on the dial-plate whenever a 
certain stop or detent is pushed in. i860 Proc. Amer. Philol. 
Soc. VII. 339 A detent shoots the slate back and a new 
record begins. 1869 Daily News 16 Mar., The handle, on 
being pulled, releases a detent in the guard’s van, which 
allows a weighted lever to drop and pull up the slack of 
a chain which communicates with the engine whistle. 1869 
A thenaeum 25 Dec. 874 A Christmas recollection, .more than 
fifty years old . . These boxes . . had each a little slit, into 
which, a halfpenny being dropped, a detent was let go, the 
box would open, and the pipe might be filled. 1871 Tyndall 
Fragtn. Sc. (1879) I. xx. 488 An engineer, .loosing a detent, 
can liberate an amount of mechanical motion [etc.]. Ibid. 
II. vii, 97 When these crystals are warmed, the detent is 
lifted, and an outflow of light immediately begins. 

2. spec. a. In a gun-lock : see Detant. 

b. In clocks and watches: The catch which 
regulates the striking. 

1688 R. Holme Armoury iii. 374/1 In the Clock.. the 
two Dettons with their Notches, that strike into two Wheel 
Detton Latches. 1704 J. Harris Lex. Techn ., Detents , in 
a Clock, are those stops, which by being lifted up, or let fall 
down, do lock and unlock the Clock m striking. 1825 J. 
Nicholson Operat. Mechanic 509 When the oil thickens, 
the spring of the pivot-detents become so affected by it, as 
to prevent the detent from falling into the wheel quick 
enough, which causes irregular time, and ultimately a stop- 
page of the watch. 2884 F. J. Britten Watch <$* Clockm. 
85 The detent of a chronometer escapement is the piece of 
steel carrying the stone which detains or locks the escape 
wheel. 

c. In locks. 

1830 Chubb Locks <$• Keys 28 If any one of the tumblers 
was lifted too high, it overset the detector detent, which by 
a spring action fastened the bolt. 

3. attrib. and Comb., as detent-wheel , -catch, 
-work ; detent-joint, the i trigger-joint 5 by which 
the pectoral spine of a siluroid fish is kept erect 

1704 J. Harris Lex. Techn., s. v. Watch-work , The 
Detent-wheel moves round every Stroke the Clock striketh 
or sometimes but once in two Strokes. 1822 Imison Sc. 
$ Art I. 93 Regard need only be had to the count- wheel, 
striking-wheel, and detent-wheel. 2874 Knight Did, Mech. 
1 . 690/2 A detent-catch falls into the striking-wheel of a 
clock, and stops it from striking more than the right number 
of times. 1881 Greener Gun 244 The furniture filer also 
fits the detent work for the hair- triggers. 

t Detent, sb.% Obs. [? f. L. detent- ppl. stem 
of detinere to Detain.] ? Restraint. 

0 x46s Pol. Rel. Sr L. Poems (1866) xo^ Gabull of the 
chancery begynyth ( heu mihx V that is his preve bande, 
and detent of treson. 

f Detemt, ppl. a. Obs. [ad. L. detent -us, pa. 
pple. of detinere to Detain.] Detained ; kept 
back ; * holden " (with infirmity, etc.), 

(In quot, 1494 perhaps past tense.) 

1432-50 tr.Higden ( Rolls) I. 361 After that thei be detente 
with longe infirmite thei be brou3hte to another yle. 1494 
Fabyan Chron. vn. 591 And yet for that his mynde nothynge 
detent AH goostly helthe for his soule to prouyde. 

Detention (d/te'njbn). [?a. F. detention ( 13 th 
c. in Godef. Suppl., « Pr. detention , Sp. detencion. 
It- detemione), ad. L. deteniion-em , n. of action from 
detinere to Detain. The word is late in Eng. and 
may have been taken immed. from L.] The action 
of detaining, or condition of being detained. 


1. Keeping in custody or confinement ; arrest. 

House of detention, a place where arrested persons are 

kept in custody, before being committed to prison; a 
lock-up. 

? 1570 in Spottiswood Hist. Ch . Scot. (1655) 247 Her [Q. 
Mary’s] detention under safe custody. 1793 Vansittart 
Ref. Peace 37 The state of detention in which the King and 
Royal Family of France were. 1831 Lytton Godalph. 12 
Offering twenty guineas reward for his_ detention. 1872 
Morley Voltaire (1886) 204 The detention of a French 
citizen by a Prussian agent in a free town of the Empire wes 
a distinct . . illegality. 

fb. Bodily restraint by infirmity, etc. Obs. 
rare. 

2650 Fuller Pisgah iv. v. 86 Darkness for three days, not 
* .from the suspension of the sun-beams, or detention of the 
Egyptians eyes. 

2. The keeping back or withholding of what is 
dne or claimed. 

1552 Huloet, Detencion or witholdinge, detentio. 1607 
Shaks. Timon 11. ii. 39 The detention of long since due 
debts. 1640-1 Kirkcudbr. War-Comm . Min. Bk. (1855) 21 
Such mome . . shall be frie of any common burden by 
detentione of any pairt of the annual rent. _ 1727-51 
Chambers Cycl . , Detention . . is chiefly used in an ill 
sense, for an unjust withholding, etc. 2861 Stanley East. 
Ch. vii. (1869) 238 We can hardly suppose that his opponents 
really believed him guilty of the. .detention of the corn. 

3. Keeping in a place ; holding in one’s possession 
or control ; retention. ? Ohs. exc. in Law. 

1626 Bacon Sylva § 343 In Bodies that need Detention of 
"Spirits, the Exclusion of the Air doth good. 1788 Pasquin 
Cftildr. Thespis n. 1 1792) 139 With ditties and puns he holds 
thought in detention. 1809-20 Coleridge Friend (1866) 173 
Had the First Consul acquiesced in our detention of Malta. 
1871 Markby Elem. Lam § 365 Possession sometimes means 
the physical control simplyj the proper word for which is 
detention. 1875 Posts Gains iv. Comm. (ed. 2) 643 The 
depositary has mere detention, the depositor has possession. 

4. A keeping from going on or proceeding; 
hindrance to progress ; compulsory delay. 

1600 Hakluyt Voy. III. 150 (R.) Minding to proceede 
further south without long detention in those partes. 1793 
R. Hall Apol. Freedom Press Pref. 1 The accidental 
detention of the following pamphlet in the press longer than 
was expected. 28x8 M. B 1 r kbeck Journ. A mer. 83 Benighted, 
in consequence of accidental detention, at the foot of one of 
these rugged hills. 1835 Sir J. Ross Narr. 2nd Voy. vi. 8x 
In spite of all the detention we had suffered. 
Bete’litive, a. rare. [f. L. detent-, ppl. stem 
of detinere to Detain: see -ive.] Having the 
quality or function of detaining. 

x88x Patrick Geddes in Encycl. Brit. XIII. 139/1 The 
detentive surface [of the pitcher m Nepenthes\ is represented 
by the fluid secretion. 

ii Detenu (detenu). [Fr. ; subst. use of dUenu 
detained, pa. pple. of detenir to detain. (The Fr. 
fem. is detenue. )] A person detained in custody. 

Applied especially to the English subjects detained as 
prisoners in France, and the French subjects detained in 
England during the Wars X793-X815. 

X803-X810 James Military Did. s.v., That these detenus 
(we are borne out by the public prints for using the term) 
would remain as hostages to secure to men in open 
rebellion all the rights and privileges of fair warriors. 
18x5 Sporting Mag. XLVL 84 He was a detenu for eleven 
years at Veraun. 1819 B. E. O’Meara Exp. Trans. St. He- 
lena 139 The inhabitants, .are in general greatly benefitted 
by the arrival of the detenus. 2889 Athenaeum 13 July 65/3 
Down to the release of the detenus at Verdun. 

Deter (dftfi-i), v. L [ad. L. deter r ere to frighten 
from or away, f. De- I. 2 + terrere to frighten. (Cf. 
rare OF. deterrer , in Godef., which does not ap- 
pear to have influenced the Eng, word.)] 

1. trans . To discourage and turn aside or restrain 
by fear ; to frighten from anything ; to restrain or 
keep back from acting or proceeding by any con- 
sideration of danger or trouble. 

1579 Lyly Euphues (Arb.) 106 If the wasting of our money 
might not dehort vs, yet the wounding of our mindes should 
deterre vs. 2646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. 1. i. (1686) 2 
He.. had thereby Example and Punishment to deterr him. 
X748 Anson's Voy. hi. x. 405 They [sailors] were rather 
animated than deterred by the flames and falling buildings 
amongst which they wrought, 1766 tr. Beccaria’s Ess. 
Crimes xxviii. (1793)101 That degree of severity which is 
sufficient to deter others. 1832 Ht. Martineau Ella of Gar. 
ix. 1x3 The farmer, .was not deterred by the dreary weather. 
2855 Milman Lat. Chr . (.1864) II. hi. vii. 141 note, Maurice 
..had been deterred by the alarming prophecy of a monk. 
2877 J. D. Chambers Div. Worship 308 To deter instead of 
to invite communicants. 

b. Const, from a place, purpose, action, doing anything f 
f formerly, to do. 

1594 Hooker Eccl. Pol. 1. x. (1611) 28 Punishments which 
may more deterre from euill, than any sweetnesse thereto 
allureth. 2399 Hakluyt Voy. II. n. 9 Whereby other may 
be deterred to doe the like, and vertuous men encouraged to 
proceed in honest attempts. 2667 Milton P. L. 11.449 If 
augh t propos’d And judged of public moment, in the shape 
Of difficulty or danger, could deterre Me from attempting, 
1696 Bp. Patrick Comm. Exod. xxiii. (1607) 437 The Judges 
were not to be deterred . . to pronounce a false judgment. 2709* 
Prior Celia to Damon 55 When my own Face deters me 
from my Glass, *759 Johnson Rasselas 34 Do not seek to 
deter me from my purpose. 2777 Watson Philip II (x 839) 9 
This undutiful behaviour did not deter the emperor from 
resolving to resign to his son all the rest of his dominions. 
1858 Froude Hist. Eng. III. xvi. 4x1 Superstition had be- 
come powerless to deter from violence. 

2. f To terrify, alarm, 

1604 Daniel Civ. Wars v. evi, Who, to deter The state 
the more, named himself Mortimer. 2634 Wither Emblems 
Ep. Ded., The storms which late these Kealmes deterred. 
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DETERMINANT, 


+ Dete r 2 , dete*rre, v. Obs. [a. F. djterrer, 
OF. desterrer (nth c. in Hatz.-Darm.), f. d/-, des- 
(De- I. 6) + terre earth : cf. Inter z/.] trans. To 
disinter. 

1632 Lithgow Treat, ix. 407 To deterre his dead body. 

Deterge (ditaudg), v. [ad. L. detcrge-re to 
wipe off or away, f. De- I. 2 + iergere to wipe : 
perhaps after F. deterger (Pare 16th c., not in 
Cotgr. ; in Diet. Acad, from 1 740).] 

trans. To wipe away ; to wash off or out, cleanse; 
chiefly, in Medical use, to clear away foul or offen- 
sive matter from the body, from an ulcer, etc. 

1623 Cockeram, Deterge, to rub out 1634 T. Johnson 
Pare/s Chirurg. xxvi. xiv. (1678) 638 Detersive is de- 
fined to be that which doth deterge or cleanse an ulcer. 
1651 Withe tr. Primroses Pop. Err. iv. 268 They fur- 
ther the working of the purge, and deterge and cleanse the 
stomach from humours. 1727 Bradley Fain, Diet. I. U ij, 
If externally used, it [Balm of Gilead] gently deterges and 
incarnates, a 1734 North Exam. 1. ii. § 133 (1740) 104 To 
deterge some of the frothy foul slaver he has spit at it 1787 
J. Collins in Med. Contmun. II. 364 The fauces were de- 
terged with gargles. 1857 Dunglison Med. Lex. 289 Medi- 
cines which possess the power to deterge or cleanse parts. 

Hence Dete rging* ppl. a. ; also Dete-rger = D e- 
tergent sb. 

1651 Wittie tr. Primrose's Pop. Err. 1. v. 20 A Surgeon, 
who in an Ulcer.. did daily apply a strong deterger, viz., 
Verdigrease. Ibid., A deterging Medicine. 1732 Arbuth- 
not Rules of Diet 1. 250 Barley is deterging, tho’ viscous 
in a small degree. 

Detergency, [f. next; see -ency.] Deter- 
gent quality ; cleansing power. 

1710 T. Fuller Pharm. Extemp. 3 Ale, by reason of its 
. , Detergency . . is not adviseable. 1748 De Foe’s Tour Gt. 
JBrit. II. 290 (D.) Bath water, .possesses that milkiness, de- 
tergency, and middling heat, so friendly adapted to weak- 
ened animal constitutions. 

Detergent (ditaudg&it), a. and sb. [ad. L. 
detergent- em, pr. pple. of detergere : see Deterge. 
Cf. mod.F. detergent (1611 in Cotgr., in Diet. Acad, 
from 1835).] 

A. adj. Cleansing, purging. 

1616 Surfl. & Markh. Country Farme$Sx By vertue and 
force of a detergent facultie, wherewith barley is greatly 
furnished. 1718 Quincy Compl. Disp . 80 Sage is undoubtedly 
a very good Cephalick, of the detergent _ kind. 1805 W. 
Saunders Min. Waters 434 Sufficient to give it a very soft 
soapy feel, and to render it more detergent than common 
water. < 1875 H. C. Wood Therap. (1879) 648 A detergent 
antiseptic in various ulcerated, .conditions of the mouth. 

B. sb. A cleansing agent; any thing that cleanses. 

1676 Wiseman Surgery ir. vi. (R.), If too mild detergents 

caused the flesh to grow lax and spongy, then more powerful 
driers are required. 1718 Quincy Compl. Disp. 127 Deter- 
gents differ only in Degree of Efficacy from the former 
Class. 1888 Cave Irtspir. 0 . Test, v. 274 He believes in 
a possible Divine detergent. 

Deterior (d/thmoi), a. rare. [a. L. deterior 
worse, meaner, poorer, compar. of an obs. adj. 
* deter, f. de down.] Inferior in quality, worse. 

1839 Bailey Fes t us (1848) 64/2 Some of downward and 
deterior lot. 

f Dete'rior, v. Obs. [a. F. detiriorer (1411 in 
IIatz.-Darm.), L. deterior are to make worse, f. 
deterior : see prec.] trans . To make worse, de- 
teriorate. 

1646 Bp. Maxwell Burd. Issach. in Phntix (1708) II. 270 
He will . . deterior his condition. 

t Deteriorate, -at, pa. pple. Sc. [ad. L. de- 
teriorat-us , pa. pple. of deterior are (see prec.).] 
Made worse, deteriorated. 

1572 Sc. Ads fas. VI (1814) 76 (Jam.) That all houses, 
&c., rewinit, cassin doun, distroyit, or deteriorat, within . . 
the said burghe— sail be reparit. 1598 in Row Hist . Kirk 
(1842) 190 If he hes meliorat or deteriorat his benefice any 
way to the prejudice of his successor. 

Deteriorate (diri>*ri6rA), v. [f. ppl. stem of 
L. deterior are to make worse : see prec.] 

1 . trans. To make worse or of inferior quality; 
to lower in character or excellence ; to worsen. 

, 1572-98 [See prec.]. 1644 Bp. Maxwell Prerog. Chr. Kings 
i. 10 How much more they deteriorate and depresse Kings. 
1673 O. Walker Educ. 46 Not onely not bettered, but 
much deteriorated. 1784 Cowper Let. 10 Feb., A long line 
of grandsires, who from generation to generation have been 
employed In deteriorating the breed. 1813 Wellington in 
Gurw. Desp. X. 380 Maintained by means . . which will 
deteriorate the discipline of the troops. 1847 C. G. Addison 
Law of Contracts n. iii. § 2 (1883) 603 To deteriorate, the 
value of the property. 1879 M. Arnold George Sand Mixed 
Ess. 343 Equality, as its reign proceeded, had not dete- 
riorated but improved them. 

2 . intr. To grow worse in character ; to become 
lowered or impaired in quality or value; to de- 
generate. 

*758-65 Goldsm. Ess. (L.), Under such conditions the 
mind rapidly deteriorates.. 1841 D’Israeli Amen. Lit. 
(1867) 269 Elyot had a notion that, for the last thousand 
years, the. world had deteriorated. 1856 F roude Hist. Eng. 
(18581.1. h 22 The condition ot the labourer was at this 
period deteriorating rapidly. 1892 Kath. Tynan in Speaker 
3 Sept.. 290/1 The roses . . will deteriorate year after year, 
returning gradually to wildness. 

Hence Deteriorated ppl. a., Deteriorating 
vbl. sb. and ppl. a. 

*656 Blount Glossogr., Deteriorated, made worse, im- 
paired; spoiled. ax6 91 Boyle Wks. Iv. 367 (R.) Which 
we concluded to have proceeded from the deteriorated 


metal. 1836 J. Gilbert Chr. A tonem. vi. ( 1852) 170 Classical 
story has imperceptibly len t its deteriorating influence. 2837 
Syd. Smith Let. to Singleton Wks. 1859 II. 292/2 Judging, 
that the Church is a very altered and deteriorated pro- 
fession. 1883 F. Hall in Nation <N. Y.) XXXVII. 434/3 
The deteriorating, if not debasing, mode of existence. 

Deterioration (dzTietfior^jbn). [a. F. de- 
terioration (15th c. in Godef. SuppL), n. of action 
f. deter iorer, L. deteriorate to Deteriorate.] 

The action or process of deteriorating, a growing 
or making worse ; a deteriorated condition. 

1658 Phillips, Deterioration , a making worse. 1727-51 
Chambers CycL s. v., When the deterioration of a com- 
modity, seized by an officer, arises from the fault of the 
keeper, he is answerable for the same. 1823 J. B adcock 
Dom. Amusem. 28 To preserve the article from deterioration. 
184* W. Spalding Italy 4 It. I si. I. 24 In our floating 
notions of Italian character, we grievously exaggerate the 
extent of its deterioration. 1842 Manning Serm. (1848; I. 
i. 7 (Except in penitents) the whole life of a man from birth 
to death is a deterioration. He is ever becoming worse, 
1875 Scrivener Led. Text N. Test. 5 The process of de- 
terioration may be carried on for many generations [of MSS.]. 

Hence Beteriora'tionist, one who holds that 
deterioration, not progress, is the order of things. 

18x6 T. L. Peacock Headlong Hall i, Mr. Escot, the de* 
teriorationist. x86x Wes/m. Rev. Apr. 591 In the true tone 
of the deteriorationist who amused everyone so much thirty 
years since. 1875 C.oniemp. Rev. XXV. 740 Mr. Foster 
. . the^ perfectibilist, and Mr. Escot. .the deteriorationist, 
take sides so opposite on the subject of human life. 

Deteriorative (ditle-rior/tiv), a. [f. L. de- 
teriorat-, ppl. stem of deteriordre (see above) 4 
-ive.] Causing or tending to deterioration. 

1800 Bentham Wks. (1838-43'! X. 346 The deteriorative ex- 
pedient of removal of moisture by heat. xSo8 G. Edwards 
Pract. Plan ii. 13 Pretended plans of improvement, .which 
are actually ruinous, or deteriorative. 1879 Richardson in 
Nature 23 Oct. 6x8/2 The whole course of life had under- 
gone a deteriorative change. 

Beteriorator (diTie-riorritsi). [agent-n. in 
L. form, from deteridi'dre to Deteriorate.] One 
who or that which deteriorates. 

1857 H. Miller Test. Rocks vi. 234 It is man. .that is the 
deteriorator of man. 1883 Daily Tel. 25 Apr. 3 Cities are 
great deteriorators of physical strength. 

Dete*riorism. nonce-wd. [f. L. deterior (see 
above) + -ISM.] The doctrine that the tendency of 
things is to grow worse. 

i88oGoldw. Smith in All. Monthly No. 268. 21 2 Meliorism 
and the opposite theory, which we suppose must be called 
deteriorism. 

Deterio*rity. rare. [f. L. deterior + -ity ; cf. 
superiority.'] The being of worse or inferior 
quality ; poorer or lower quality ; worseness. 

1692 Ray Dissol. World 43 Their holding out for some 
Generations against the inconveniencies of the Air, or de- 
teriority of Diet, 17x9 W. Wood Sum. Trade 358 The 
Exchange to all the Parts of the World would alter in pro- 
portion to the Deteriority of our Standard. 

t Bete’rm, v. Obs . [f. De- prefix + Term, 
after L. determinare ; cf. also OF. termer to end, 
fix, determine.] By-form of Determine v. 

1423 Jas. I Kingis Q. xiii^Determyt furth therewith in 
myn entent..I tuke conclusion Sum new thing to write. 
*5*3 Douglas FEneis x. v. 62 Bot Turnus hes determit, as 
certane thing, Gret garnysonys to send betwix thame sone. 
1533 Bellf.nden Livy. v. (1822) 4x8 The Faderis. .determit 
to abide on the returning of thare legatis fra the tempil of 
Delphos. 1535 Coverdale Dan. ix. 24 LXX wekes are 
determed ouer thy people and ouer thy holy cite. 1551 
Turner Herbal 1. {1568) D vj b, I dare not plainly determe, 
that it was the right clematitis. 1573 Twyne FEneid xn. Kk 
ivb, Therwith I am determd. 1647 H. More Song of Soul 
n. 1. n. fix, For to determ The hid conditions of vitalitie. 

Hence Dete*rming vbl.sb. 

*535 Coverdale i Esdras ix. 17 And so the matter was 
a determynge. . vntill the new moone. 

Determent (dz'tsument). [f. Deter vJ + 
-ment.] The action or fact of deterring; transf. 
a means of deterring, a deterring circumstance. 

1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep.vi. viil 319 Nor will the ill 
successe of some be made a sufficient determent unto others. 
1653 Hammond On 1 Cor. i. 23. 542 A mighty deterrement 
and discouragement. x66x Boyle Style of Script. Pref., 
But these, Sir, are not all the Deterrments that Oppos’d my 
Obeying You. 1684 Bunyan Pilgr. 11. nt That also shall 
be so far from being to my Determent. X764 Mem. G. 
P Salmanazar 24 Rather a determent than an effectual 
means. 1876 J. Grant Hist. India I. IvL 284/1 Cornwallis 
executed nine for the determent of others. 

Determina'biTity;. [f. next: see -ity.] The 
quality of being determinable. 

1825 Coleridge Aids Reft. (1848) I. igsThe power of pro- 
posing an ultimate end, the determinability of the will by 
ideas. 1877 E. Caird Philos. Kant 11. xviii. 624 Beyond 
this mere formal principle of determinability, there is a 
transcendental principle of complete determination. 

Determinable (d/touminabl), a. [In ME., 
a. OF. determinable fixed, determinate, ad. L. de- 
iermindbilis (Tertull.) that has an end, finite. In 
later use, following the ordinary analogy of adjs. 
in -able, in which sense it has also been revived in 
mod.F. (Not in Cotgr. ; 1878 in Diet. Acad.)] 

+ 1 . Fixed, definite, determined. Obs. 

c 1325 E. E. A Hit. P. A. 593 In sauter is said a verce 
ouverte pat spekez a poynt determynable. 1486 Bk. St. 
Albans , Her. A va,Ther be ix. vices contrary to gentilmen 
of the wiche v. ben indetermynable and inj. determynable. 
*525 Ld. Berners Froiss. II. ccxxii. [ccxviii.] 686 The 


kynge hath commaunded me to gyue you a determynable 
answere to your requestes. 1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. 
vi. i. 280 Yet were there no small difficulty to set downe 
a determinable Chronology. 

2 . Capable of being determined ; proper to be 
determined, a. Capable of being, or proper to be, 
legally or authoritatively decided or settled. 

1483 Act 1 Hen. VII , c. 7 The same Rescous and Dis- 
obeysance shall be Felony, enquirable and determinable as 
Is aforesaid. 1570-6 Lam bar de Peramb. Kent (1826) 165 
Certaine principall jpoints concerning the Port townes, be 
determinable at Shlpwey onely. 1594 Hooker Eccl. Pol. 
11. (1632)110 Affairs, .which were not determinable one way 
or other by the Scripture. 0x64$ Howell Lett, (*655) IV. 

iv. xvi. 39 A Forest hath her Court, .where matters are as 
pleadable and determinable, as at Westminster-Hall. 1685 
Col. Rec. Pennsylv. I. 248 All Causes not Determinable by 
y° Respective^ County Courts. 1827 Hall am Const. Hist. 
(1876) III. xvii. 307 To prepare all matters determinable in 
parliament. 1845 Ld. Campbell Chancellors (1857J L xix- 
281 Matters determinable by your common law. 

b. Capable of being definitely limited, fixed, as- 
signed, or laid down. 

1581 Mulcaster Positions x\u. (18871 261 The Elementarie 
time, determinable not by yeares, but by sufficiency. / x6xx 
R. Fenton Usury 1. iii. 15 Every intention.. is determinable 
by the act it selfe to be good or bad. 1794 G. Adams Nat. 
<$• Exp. Philos. III. xxvi. 96 Standards of space and velocity 
are also determinable. 

e. Capable of being definitely ascertained 
(a) as to fact or identity, (b) as to meaning or 
character. 

1658 Sir T. Browne Card. Cyrus Wks. II. 522 What is 
the most lasting herb or seed, seems not easily determinable. 
1748 Hartley Obsem . Man 1. iii. 274 These words being de- 
terminable only by means of the known words to which they 
are joined. Ibid. 348 Relations . . not determinable with 
Certainty and Precision. 1846 Ellis Elgin Marb. 1. 29_One 
remarkable little spot is also determinable with certainty. 
1846 Grote Greece 1. xviii. (1862) II. 447 Whether Sidon or 
Tyre was the most ancient, seems not determinable. 1880 
Gunther Fishes 314 Some of the earliest determinable fish 
remains. 

3 . Liable to be terminated or to come to an end ; 
terminable (esp. in law). 

3:584 R. Scot Discov. Witcher, viii. iii. 130 The divels death, 
whose life he held to be determinable and mortall. 1677 
Hale Prim. Orig. Man. iv. viii. 376 It presents all our en- 
joyments as determined or determinable in a short time. 
1707 Lond. Gaz. No. 4382/4 In Lease for 09 Years, determin- 
able on one, two and three Lives. 1815 T. J effekson Writ. 
(1830) IV. 260 A truce determinable on the first act of im- 
pressment. 1848 W h auton Law Lex . , Determinable Free- 
holds, estates for life, which may determine upon future 
contingencies before the life for which they are created 
expires. 1876 Digby Real Prop . v. 229 note. Here the estate 
would be an estate determinable upon the specified event. 

Hence Dete xmina’bleness. rare. 

1727 Bailey vol. II, Determinableness, capableness of being 
determined or decided. 1775 in Ash ; and in mod. Diets. 
Deter minaLly (dfts-iminabli), adto. [f. prec. 
+ -ly -.] In a determinable maimer, f a * de- 
finitely, precisely, b. In a way or to a degree that 
can be determined ; ascertain ably. 

1375 Barbour Bruce iv. 677 It wes vounderfull, perfay. 
How ony man throu steris may Knaw the thingis that ar 
to cum Determinabilly. 1609 Sir E. Hoby Let. to T. Higgins 
60 Augustine.. doth plainly and determinablie conclude that 
they are not DiuiniCanonis. Mod. A substance of which 
the granules are determinably smaller. 

B ete*rminacy . rare. [f. Determinate a.: 
see -acy.] The quality of being determinate ; de- 
terminateness, definiteness. 

1873 Atkinson tr. Helmholtz's Pop . Sci. Led. 80 Yet 
the ear solves its problem with the greatest exactness, cer- 
tainty, and determinacy. 

Determinant (d/t 5 \iminant), a. and sb. [ad. 
L. determindnt-em , pr. pple. of determinare to 
Determine: cf. F. determinant (Trevoux 1752).] 

A. adj. Determining ; that determines ; deter- 
minative. 

1610 W. Folkingiiam Art of Survey iv. v. 84 Determinant 
Valuation concludes and_ determines the Right and Interest 
of the Possident by Alienation of the Fee or Possession. 
1686 Goad Celest. Bodies 11. i. 152 The Sun and Moon alone 
..cannot be the Causes preparatory or determinant of a 
Showre. 1825 Coleridge Aids Ref. 280 Some other 
Principle which has been made determinant of his Will. 
i860 Ruskin Mod, Paint. V. viii. iv. § 8 His usual draw- 
ings from nature . . being both commemorative and deter- 
minant .. determinant, in that they record an impression 
received from the place there and then, together with the 
principal arrangement of the composition in which it was 
afterwards to be recorded. 1888 J. Martineau Study of 
Relig. I. 11. i, 211 He rightly appropriates the word Cause 
to the determinant act. 1892 Current Hist. (Detroit, Mich.) 
II. 73 A new determinant factor of unknown power. 

B. sb. One who or that which determines. 

1 . In University Hist . (repr. med.L. determi - 
nans). A determining Bachelor : see Determine 

v. 13, Determination 4. 

[1449 (2 Jan.) in Registr. Univ. Oxf. (O. H. S.) I. 2 
Magistri determinantium. 15. . Ibid. II. 1. 52 {Title of 
Official List) Nomina determinantium.) 1864 D Laing in 
Pref to Lauder 3 s Dejvtie ofKyngis 6 Two years later, in due 
course of his academical studies, this Guillelmus Lauder ap- 
pears among the Determinants in that College ; which shows 
that he had qualified himself for taking his Master's degree. 
1887 A. Clark Reg. Univ. Oxf II. y 53, 12 Mar. 1586 this 
Committee decided that. .Whereas in times past collectors 
had exacted unfairly large sums from the determinants, 
they should in future exact only xzd. from each deter- 
minant. .. 
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2. A determining factor or agent ; a ruling ante- 
cedent, a conditioning element ; a defining word 
or element 

i685 Goad Celest, Bodies n. i. 150 Not because they have 
no determinant, but because ’tis unknown. 1809-10 Cole- 
ridge Friend (\Z&$) 173 We should .. make Malta the direct 
object and final determinant of the war. 2825 — A ids Reft, 
67 His own will is the only and sufficient determinant of all he 
is, and all he dees. 2836-7 Sir W, Hamilton Metaph . xxxiii. 
(1859) II. 2 .66 Considering 1 the Representative Faculty in 
Subordination to its two determinants, the faculty of Repro- 
duction, and the faculty of Comparison or Elaboration. 1869 
Farrar Ram. Speech in, 89 In Aryan the determinant pre- 
cedes the thing determined, 18821 Palgrave in Grosart 
Spensers IV ks. IV. p. eviv Points.. taken as determinants 
of date. 1887 F, Hall jn Nation (N. Y.) XLIV. 97/3 Good 
usage— -the sole determinant, in general, of what is accept- 
able in language. 1894 Pop, Sci. Monthly June 180 Am- 
phimixis alone could never produce a multiplication of the 
determinants. 

3. Math. The sum of the products of a square 
block or 1 matrix ’ of quantities, each product con- 
taining one factor from each row and column, and 
having the plus or minus sign according to the 
arrangement of its factors in the block. 

A determinant is commonly denoted by \ ai a % a S I 
writing the matrix with a vertical line on bi ba b% 
each side, thus— j ci c-i | 

Originally applied (in Latin form), in 1801, by Gauss 
(Disguis, A rithmet, 180 § v. § 1541 to a special class of 
these functions on the nature of which the properties of 
certain quadratic forms depend ; thence adopted in French 
by Cauchy. 

1843 Cayley (title), On the Theory of Determinants. 1853 
Sylvester in Phil. Trans. CXLIII. 1. 543-4 Determinant. 
—This word is used throughout in the single sense, after 
which it denotes the alternate or hemihedral function the 
vanishing of which is the condition of the possibility of the 
coexistence of a certain number of homogeneous linear 
equations of as many variables. 1883 Salmon Higher 
A Igebra 338 Cauchy introduced the name ‘determinants', 
already applied by Gauss to the functions considered by 
him, and called by him ‘ determinants of quadratic forms 

Betermina ntal, a. Math. [f. prec. + -al.] 
Relating to determinants : see Determinant B. 3 . 

2879 Thomson & Tait Nat. Phil. 1. 1. § 337 Roots . . of a 
determ'nantal equation, 1892 Daily News 24 Mar. 3/5 
Essay on ‘ Determinantal Theorems 

Determinate (d^oumin/t), ppl a. [ad. L. 
ctetermindl-us , pa. pple. of determinare to Deter- 
mine.] That has been or is determined : in the 
chief senses of the verb. 

A. as pa. pple, «*= Determined. Ohs. or arch . 

c 1392 Chaucer Astral. 1. § 21 Sterres fixes with hir longi- 
tudes & latitudes determynat. Ibid. n. § 18 heading. To 
knowe the degrees of the longitudes of fixe sterres after that 
they ben determinat in thin astrolabie. 1471 Ripley Comp. 
Alch , Ep. in Ashm. (1652:111 By Raymond and others de- 
termynate. 2560 in Strype Ann. Ref. I. xvii. 216 So that 
their causes be determinate within three weeks. £1600 
Shaks. .Stfam. lxxxvii, My bonds in thee are all determinate. 
1885 Bridges Nero 11. iii. 8/2 The seasons, lady, Of divina- 
tion are determinate By stars and special omens. 

B. adj. 

1. Definitely bounded or limited, in time, space, 
extent, position, character, or nature ,* definite, 
fixed ; clearly defined or individualized; distinct, 
as opposed to vague , undefined > or indefinite . 

c 1386 Chaucer Triads 7 \ 161 Han ye figure thanne deter- 
minat In helle ther ye been in youre esiat? 1398 Trevisa 
Barth. De P. R. xm, i. (Tollem. MS ), Water hah no de- 
terminate qualite, noher coloure, nof>er sauoure. 2432-50 
tr. Higden (Rolls) I. 287 A determinate place in the ryuer 
that is abowte Lincoln. 1532 More Coiifut. T indale Wks. 
721/2 The saluacion of any determinate persone yet buying. 
1548 Hall Ckrom 245 b, Taken and concluded ibr a deter- 
minate season. 1613 J. Salkeld Treat. Angels 22 They 
seeme to define some determinate number of Angels. 2626 
Bacon Sylva § 602 Plants are all figurate and determinate, 
which inanimate Bodies are not. 2662 Hobbes Seven Prob. 
Wks, 2845 VII. 16 A certain and determinate distance. 
1705 Berkeley Commonpl. Bk. Wks. 1871 IV. 443 The 
clear and determinate meaning of my words, 1767 Black- 
stone Comm. II. 240 The possession of lands or tenements, 
For some determinate period. 1777 Priestley Matt. <$• Spir. 
(1782) I. 1. 11 [It] must be. .round, or square, or of some 
other determinate form., 2818 Hall am Mid. Ages (2841) I. 
vii. 522 Consecrated bishop without any determinate see. 
1845 H. Rogers Ess. I. iii. 102 He has clothed the deter- 
minate quantities of arithmetic in the universal symbols 
of algebra. 1852 — Eel. Faith (1853) 201 In time, my 
doubts, as usual, assumed a determinate shape. 2871 
B. Stewart Heat §Tia Determinate vapour pressure cor- 
responds to determinate temperature. 1875 Maine Hist. 
Inst. xii. 351 The sovereign is a determinate human superior. 

b. Limited, restricted, finite : opposed to in- 
finite r unbounded. 

1586 Ferne Blaz. Gentrie 33 The determinate glory of an 
earthly prince. 1604 T. Wright Passions 11. i. 50 Our soule 
being of a determinate power and activitie cannot attend 
exactly to twoo vehement and intensive operations together, 
1608 J. King Serm. St. Mary’s 6 A superiority .. over 
limited and determinate chard ges. 

e. Math. Having a fixed value or magnitude. 
(Opp. to indeterminate) ; determinate number , 
problem : see quots. 

1722 Wollaston Relig. Nat. i. 13 As determinate and im- 
mutable as any ratio's are in mathematics* 2727-51 Cham- 
bers Cycl, Determinate problem fvs that which has but one, 
or at least hut a certain number of solutions, in contradis- 
tinction to an indeterminate problem, which admits of in- 
finite solutions. Ibid. s. v. Number, A determinate Number 
is that referred to some given unit ; as a ternary, or three ; 


which is what we properly call a number. 2879 Thomson 
& Tait Nat. Phil. I. i. § 327 This problem, is essentially de- 
terminate, but generally has multiple solutions. 2885 Wat- 
son & Burb. Electr. # Magn. 59 There exists one determi- 
nate function u which has the given value at each point of S. 

d, Hot. Of inflorescence: In which the terminal 
flower bud opens first, followed by those on the 
lateral branches; definite, centrifugal. 

1880 Gray Struct. Bot. v. 144 The kinds, of Inflorescence 
are all reducible to two types.. Indeterminate and Deter- 
minate. 

2. Settled, fixed, so as not to vary. 

1526-34 Tindale A cts ii, 23 The determinat counseb and 
foreknoweledge of God. 1543-4 Act 35 Hen. VIII, c. 9 
The which order., shall stande.. for a full determinate order. 
1559 Primer in Priv. Prayers (1851) 10 A determinate 
fourme of praiyng. 2581 Pettie Guazzo's Civ. Conv. 1. 
(1586) 21 There can be no certaine and determinate science, 
from particular to particular. 1625 K. Long tr. Barclay’s 
Argenis n. xvii. 120 To what end is the freedome of man, 
if he cannot avoid the determinate order of the starres? 
2726 Butler Serm. Hum. Nat. ii. Virtue and religion 
. . require . . that every action be directed by some determinate 
rule. 1855 Brimley Ess. 22 (Tennyson) Smitten with a 
determinate aversion to popularity. 1861 Mill Utilit. i. 4 
There should be a determinate order of precedence among 
them, 

8. Finally determined upon or decided ; express- 
ing a final decision ; definitive; conclusive, final. 

. 1533-4 Act 25 Hen. VIII , c. 12 The determinate and plaine 
iudgementes of the said sondrie vniuersitees. 1540-2 Elyot 
Image Gov . 25 Not onely myne opinion herein, but also 
my determynate sentence. 1566 Painter Pal. Pleas. I. 29 
To consulte vppon some determinate aunswere. 2589 Nashe 
in Greene' s Menaphon Pref. ( Arb.) 14, 1 had rather referre it, as 
a disputatiue plea to diuines than set it downe as a determi- 
nate position. 2609 Bible (Douay) Jer. xv. Comm., .He con- 
firmeth the same determinate sentence of their punishment. 
1711 Shaftesb. Charotc. (1737) III. v. iii. 303 The Reason- 
ableness of a proportionate Taste, and determinate Choice. 
2803 Wellington in Gurw. Deep. II. 151 note , No deter- 
minate reply could be given to the letter. 

4. Determined upon, intended. 

1586 T. B. La Prhnand. Fr. Acad. 1. 235 To drive him 
from his determinat purpose. 1601 Shaks. TweLN. n. i. 12 
My determinate voyage is meere extrauagancie. 

5. Fixed in mind or purpose, determined, re- 
solved, resolute. 

2587 Holinsh ed CJiron. II. Hist. Scot. 326/1 That thing the 
heart thought and was determinat to do. 1598 Barret 
'I'hcor. IVarres 1. i. 8 Men .. of determinate minds and 
courage. 1686 F. Spence tr. Varillas'' Ho. Media’s 309 The 
most active and determinate adventurer of his age. 2727 
Fielding Lm>e in Sev. Masq. Wks. 1775 I. 46 Nor am I per- 
fectly determinate what species of animals to assign him to. 
1779-81 Johnson L. P., Prior Wks. III. .143 A Tory so 
ardent and determinate that he did not willingly consort 
with men of different opinions. 1827 Carlyle Misc. (1857) 

I. 58 Men of cool judgment, and determinate energetic 
character. 

t Determinate, v. Ohs. [f. ppl. stem of L. 
determinare : see prec.] 

1. treats* To determine in time, space, or com- 
pass ; to terminate, end, bound, limit. 

15Q3 W1N3KT FonrScoirThreQuest. Wks. 1888 1. 125 Gif we 
. .limitatis and determinatis nocht the wisdum of God be our 
phantasie. 1593 Shaks. Rich. II, 1, iii, .150 The slye slow 
[Fob 2, flye slow] houres shall not determinate The datelesse 
limit of thy deere exile, a 1638 Mede Rem. Apoc. Wks. 
(2672) in. 602 Who would have them [prophetic months] 
taken for bare days, and determinated in the persecution of 
Antiochus. 2671 Crowne Juliana Ep. Ded., I have nothing 
to determinate my sight, but a bright and serene sky, 

2. To determine or decide (a controversy or issue). 
2647 H. More Song of Soul n, in. iv. vii, But let more hardy 

wits that truth determinate. 2653 — Antid. A th. 1, ix. § 4. 
27 They do plainly determinate the controversy. 1725 Mrs. 

J. Barker Exilius 1 . 83 Sent fur. . to give my determinating 
Voice before the Senate. 

b. intr. To decide, come to a decision. 

2639 Mrq. of Hamilton Explan. Oath # Covenant 25 To 
treat, consult, or determinate in any matter of state. 1652 
Earl Monm. tr. Bentivoglio's Hist.Relat. 6 The absolute 
authority of determinating residing in the chief magistracies 
of every City. 

3. trans. To ordain, appoint 

2636 E. Dacres tr. Machiavels Disc. Livy I. 83 The free 
government propounds honours and rewards upon some 
worthy and determinated occasions, 1652 Gaule Maga . 
strom. 251 Although nature and every naturall agent be. . 
determinated to one effect. 

4. To direct to some end ; to determine the course 
of; to guide authoritatively or decisively. 

1626 Fenner Hidden Manna (in Spurgeon Treas. Dav. 
Ps. xxv.), A determinating of the very will. 1653 FI* More 
Antid. A tk. 1. xl. (1662) 35 To determinate the course of 
the Spirits into tnis or that part of the Body. 2659 
Pearson Creed I. 43 If we should apprehend more 
Gods than one, I know not what could determinate us in 
any instant to the actual adoration of any one. a 1683 
Whichcqte Disc. (1703) III. 36 Tis no disparagement to 
the Highest and wisest to be ruled and determinated by 
the reason of things. 1686 Goad Cetest. Bodies 1, xii. 61 
This Aspect, apt to cause Winds, is apt also to determinate 
them to the West and to the South. 

5. To fix upon definitely, define, individualize, 
identify, 

2682 H. More Exp. Dan. iv. Notes 123 The person is 
determinated in Artaxerxes. 2681 Glanvill Saddncismns 
11. 237 Though the Sir-name of the party be wanting, yet he 
is determinated so by other circumstances. 

6. To render determinate or definite, 

267a Gregory in Rigaud Corr. Sci . Men (1842) II. 236 The 
most ready general method . . for determinating all equations. 


7. To ascertain definitely. 

2665-6 Phil. 7 'rans. 1. 297 The more precise determinating 
of the Difference of Meridians. 1788 Priestley Led. Hist. 
11. xii. 96 As nearly . . as their coarse observations would 
enable them to determinate. 

Hence Dete-rminated ppl. a ., Determinating 
vbl. sb. and ppl. a. 

2626 [See sense 4}. 1635 TPagitt Christianogr. 1. iii. (2636) 
137 A prefixed and determinated time of monthes or yeeres. 
121693 Urquhart Rabelais in, xliii. 353 His final judging 
and determinating of Suits of Law, by the meer Chance .. 
of the Dice. 2725 [See sense 2]. 

Bete’rminately, adv. [f. Determinate a, 
+ -ly -.] In a determinate manner. 

1. By way of final decision ; conclusively, finally. 

1509 Fisher Fun. Serm . C’tess Richmond Wks. (1876) 293 

She sholde the morowe after make answer of her mynae 
determynatly. 1669 Woodhead St. Teresa 1. xxxv. 11671) 
260, X did never determinately conclude. 2729 Butler 
Serm. Wks. 1874 II. 24 Conscience ..pronounces determin- 
ately some actions to be in themselves just, right, good. 1736 
— Anal. 11. vii. 270 Those Persons ... insist upon it as de- 
terminately conclusive, 2792 R. Burke in Burke’s Corr, 
(1844) HI* 489 The ministers had made up their minds 
determinately to a strict neutrality. 

2. Definitely, distinctly, exactly, precisely. 

1529 More Comf. agst. Trib . m.Wks.2225/2 Yet can not the 
vse of them lightly stand indifferent, but determinately must 
either be good or bad. 1551 T. Wilson Logike 11580) 21 b, 
Wordes, whiche . . deternunatly doe betoken some one cer- 
taine thyng. <22653 Gouge Comm. Heb. xiii. 8, 1. Indefi- 
nitely, time after time. 2. Determinatly, to the end of the 
world. 2759 Warner in Phil. Trans. LI. 307 A discovery of 
the fact, could it be determinately made, would prove of very 
little consequence. 1830 Gleig Country Citrate I . xiv. 274, 
I cannot pronounce the night . . the most determinately miser- 
able which it has been my lot to spend. 

b. With a definite purpose, purposely. 

2862 Darwin FertiL Orchids v. 203 AH these parts seemed 
determinately contrived that the plant should never be 
fertilised. 

3. With settled purpose ; resolutely, determinedly; 
with determination. 

1556 J. Heywood Spider «§• F. xiv. 60 When he sawe . , 
The spider, thus bent determinately. He thought it foly 
him to contrary. 2653 H. More Antid. Ath. in. xvi. 11712) 
140 Observed to fight determinately over such and suen 
a City. 2724 Swift Woods Execution , Determinately bent 
to take ’revenge upon him. 1755 Fox in H. Walpole Mem. 
Geo. II (1847) II. App. 386 The Duke of Devonshire is . . 
determinately against it.^ i860 Froude Hist. Eng. V. 69 
A servant determinately idle. 1881 E. Coxon Basil PI. II. 
176 For all her weakness, she spoke determinately. 

Bete’rminateness, [f. as prec. + -ness.] 
The quality of being determinate. 

1. Definiteness, distinctness, preciseness. 

2692 Covt, Grace Conditional 14 No way evacuating 
either the efficacy or determinateness of God’s Election. 
2846 Poe N P. Willis Wks. 2864 III. 30 The word fancy is 
used with very little determinateness of meaning. 2884 tr. 
Lotze's Metaph. 31 Each of their marks, .has been limited 
to a completely individual determinateness. 

2. Decidedness of judgement or choice ; resolute- 
ness; determination. 

2652 Gaule Magastrom. 22 He reprooves .. their., 
peremptory determmatenes, ‘ Ye say, it will be to day'. 
1814 Jane Austen Mansf. Park (1851) 83 His determi- 
nateness and his power seemed to make allies urmeccessary. 

Determination (d/toumin^-Jon). [a. F. de- 
termination (Oresme 14 th c.), or ad. L. determind- 
tion-em, n. of action from determinare to Deter- 
mine.] The action of determining, the condition 
of being determined. 

1. A bringing to an end ; a coming to an end ; 
ending ; termination, arch. (exc. as in b). 

2483 Cath. Angl. 98 A Determynacion, determinacio, 
dijjinicto. 1526 PUgr. Perf. (1531 » 93 by A condusyon or a full 
determinacyon of the mater. 1584 R. Scot Discov. Witcher. 
vii. xv. 123 The determination and ceasing of oracles. 2586 
A. Day Eng. Secretary 1. (1625) 63 By reason of the over- 
hasty determination of his life. 1634-5 Brereton Trav. 
(1844) 153 After the determination of the thirteen years. 1659 
Burtons Diary (1828) IV. 324 After the end or other deter- 
mination of this Parliament. 1668 Culpepper & Cole 
Barthol. A nat , iv. i. 336 All other Bones save the Teeth 
have a certain determination of their growth: but the Teeth 
grow continually. 1794 Paley Evid. 11. vi. (1817) 151 A date 
subsequent to the determination of Pilate's government. 
1874 Stubbs Const, Hist . II. xvi. 465 The war continued 
. .seeming year by year further removed from a determina- 
tion, 

b. Law. (esp. in Conveyancing) The cessation 
of an estate or interest of any kind. 

1493 Act xx Hen. VII, c. 54 § 4 After the. .dettermynacions 
of the states . . by deth without heires male oreny other wise. 
1581 W. Stafford Exam , Compl. i. (1876) 18 Such landes 
as come to our handes . . by determination, and ending of 
such termes of yeares. 1818 Cruise Digest (ed. 2(VI. 465 
To take effect on the determination of the estate rail. 1827 
Jarman Powells Devises II. 321 A devise of real estate jo 
the heirs of a person living at the determination of the prior 
estates. 2875 Act 38-9 Viet. c. 92 § 4 Determination of 
tenancy means the cesser of a contract of tenancy by reason 
of effluxion of time or from any other cause. 1891 Law 
Reports Weekly Notes 79/1 Immediately after the deter- 
mination of defendant’s tenancy. 

2. The ending of a controversy or suit by the 
decision of a judge or arbitrator ; judicial or authori- 
tative decision or settlement {of a matter at issue). 

1494 Fabyan Chron. vii, 396 To abyde all suche deter- 
mynacion and lodgement. 1553 T. Wilson Rhet. 6 The 
Judges before whom he knoweth the determinacion of his 


269 


DETERMINE, 


DETERMINATION. 

cause resteth. 165a Needham tr. Seldens Mare CL 22 
The Nations to whose determination the matter was com- 
mitted. 1737 Col. Rec. Pennsylv . I V. 1 87 Upon the final Deter- 
mination of our Disputes. 1875 Jewett Plato (ed. 2) 1 . 116 
In the determination of this question the identity of virtue 
and knowledge is found to be involved. 1891 Sir R. V. 
Williams in Law Times' Rep. LX V. 609/1 The general 
question of the right of the licensee was not essential to the 
determination of that case. 

b. The decision arrived at or promulgated ; a 
determinate sentence, conclusion, or opinion. 

1395 Purvey Remonstr. (1851)73 That ech determinacioun 
of the chirche of Rome istrewe on ech side. 1460 Capgkave 
Chron. 306 The determinacion of the Cherch and the 
Doctouris . . ar pleynly ageyn Holy Scripture. 1552 Abp. 
Hamilton Catech . 11884) S The decisiouns and determina- 
tiouns of general counsallis._ 1648 Milton Tenure Kings 
{1650) 59 The cleer and positive determination of all who 
have writt’n on this argument. 1711 Addison Sped. No. 122 
T 5 They were neither of them dissatisfied with the Knight’s 
Determination. 1785 T, Balguy Disc. 75 To listen to our 
Saviour’s determination,-— ‘ He that is without sin \ 1875 
Jowett Plato (ed. 2) V. 180 We must run a risk, .in coming 
to any determination about education. 

f 3. The settlement of a question by reasoning 
or argumentation ; discussion. Obs. 

c 1400 Test. Love 1. (R.), These clerkes sain, and in deter- 
minacion shewen, that three things hauen the names of 
Goddes been cleaped. 1593 Ep. Andrewes {title), A Deter- 
mination concerning Oaths. 

+ 4. The resolving of a question or maintaining of 
a thesis in a scholastic disputation ; spec . in Uni- 
versity history, the name of certain disputations 
which followed admission to the degree of Bachelor 
of Arts, and completed the taking of that degree, 
qualifying the student for proceeding to the resi- 
dence and exercises required for the Master’s 
degree. Obs. exc. Hist. 

Determination took place regularly in the Lent following 
presentation for the B.A., and consisted originally in the 
determining by disputation of questions in grammar and 
logic. * It was originally, it would appear, a voluntary dis- 
putation got up by the Bachelors themselves in imitation of 
the magisterial Inception, but it was early recognized and 
enforced by the Universities.’ (Rev. H. Rashdalb) 

[1408 in Mwiim. Acad. Oxon. (Rolls) I. 241 Quia per 
solemnes determinationes Bachillariorum m facultate artium 
nostra mater Oxoniae universitas multipliciter honoratur. 
1317 Statutes of Corpus Chr. Coll., Oxon., c. xxiv, Bacca- 
laurei artium, completo prius post gradum baccalaureatus 
et determinationes trienmo . . ad gradum magistratus . . pro- 
moveantur.] 1665 J. Buck in Peacock St at. Cambridge 
(1841) App. B 79 The Vice-Chancellor dismisseth the Answerer 
. . then he begmneth his Determination. 1693-4 Gibson in 
Lett. Lit. Men (Camden) 219 There is a Statute .. which 
upon extraordinary occasions allows twice Austins instead 
of Determinations. 1726 Amherst Terras Fil. xlii. 223 The 
manner of this determination is as follows. All persons, 
that have taken their bachelor of arts degree since the Lent 
preceding, are obliged to dispute twice in one of the public 
schools . . and go to prayers at St. Mary’s Church every 
Saturday morning. 1822 in Fowler Hist. Corpus Chr. Coll. 
302 The whole business and ceremony of Determination 
having been now by competent authority abolished in the 
University. ^ 1866 Rogers Agric. # Prices I. v. 121 The 
Determination Feast, that is the festival following the as- 
sumption of the Bachelor’s Degree, generally took place on 
Shrove Tuesday. 1868 H. Anstey Munim. Acad. Oxon. 
(Rolls) Introd. 82 It was undoubtedly from the superior 
importance attached to logical studies that the name * de- 
termination ’ took its rise, the examination for the bachelor’s 
degree consisting mainly of questions to be determined by 
the candidate. 1887 A. Clark Regr, Univ. Oxf. (O.H.S.) 
II. 1. 63 All traces of determination have now disappeared 
from the^ procedure of the University. The last relic of it 
was abolished in 1855. .. To such a base end had ‘deter- 
mining’ come. 

5. The determining of bounds or fixing of limits ; 
delimitation ; definition ; a fixing of the extent, 
position, or identity ( 0 /“ anything). 

1594 Hooker Eccl. Pol. 1. x. (16x1) 28 The particular deter- 
mination of the reward or punishment. . 1606 Shaks. Tr. <$• 
Cr. 11, ii. 170 To make vp a free determination ’Twixt right 
and wrong. 1631 Hobbes Leviath. iv. xlvi. 373The Circum- 
scription of a thing, is . . the Determination, or Defining of its 
Place. 1665 Hooke Microgr. 54 A determination of Light and 
shadow. 1744 Harris Three Tread. (1765! 27 Isour Account 
still too loose and in need of stricter Determination? 1794 
S. Williams Vermont 283 The determination made by Con- 
gress of the boundary lines, i860 M ansel Prolog. Logica iv, 
112 Under such determinations as the conditions of my 
sensibility require, 1866 J. G. Murphy Comm. Exod. xh. 
Introd,, The determination of the parties who are admissible. 
1877 E. Cairo Philos. Kant 1. 165 The determinations of 

S ee are not consequences, but reasons, of the positions of 
erent parts of matter in relation to each other, 
lb. Logic . (a) The rendering of a notion more 
determinate or definite by the addition of characters 
or determining attributes. (b) A determining 
attribute. 

1644. Digby Nat. Bodies 1. (1645) 87 To be a Quality is 
nothing else but to be the determination or modification of 
the thing whose quality it is. 1838 Sir W. Hamilton Logic 
xi. (1866) L 194 Every series of concepts which has been 
obtained by abstraction, may be reproduced in an inverted 
order, when., we, step by step, add on the several characters 
from which we had abstracted in our ascent. This process 
. .is called Determination, i860 Mansel Proleg. Logica vi. 
209 Determination . . consists in the reunion of attributes 
previously separated by definition,/ 1864 Bowen Logicy. 107 
Unless one is regarded as an attribute or determination of 
the other. 1875 Jowett Plato (ed. 2) III, 595 The finite 
and infinite of Philolaus have become logical determinations 
in the Philebus. Ibid. IV, 266 A multitude of abstractions 
are created, .which become logical determinations. 


0. The action of definitely ascertaining the posi- 
tion, nature, amount, etc. {of anything). 

1677 Hale Prim. Orif. Man. m. iii. 263 The determina- 
tion of Insects in their several Species. 1717 J. Keill 
Anim. (Econ. Pref. (1738) 48 The Determination of the Vis 
Elastica was the Thought of the learned John Bernouli. 
1793 Englefield {titles. On the Determination of the Orbits 
of Comets. 1843-6 G. E. DAY.tr. Simon’s Anim. Chem, 
II. .181 The quantitative determination of earthy-phosphate 
sediments. 1882 L. B. Carll Treat. Calculus Variation 
61 The determination of these constants is not. .difficult. 

Tb. The result ascertained by this action ; that 
which has been determined by investigation or 
calculation ; a conclusion, a solution. 

. 1570 Billingsley Euclid 1. i. 9 The determination, which 
is the declaration of the thing required. 1646 Sir T. Browne 
Pseud. Ep. iv. vi. 194 That persons drowned arise and float 
the ninth day . . is a questionable determination. 1807 T. 
Thomson Chem. (ed. 3) II. 362 The differences between. their 
determinations were too great. 1831 Brewster Optics iii. 25 
As philosophers have determined the index of refraction for 
a great variety of bodies,, we are able, from those determin- 
ations, to ascertain the direction of any ray. 1837 Whewell 
Hist. Induct. Sc. I. 105 Generally founded on astronomical 
determinations. 

7. Fixed direction towards some terminal point; 
decisive or determining bias. lit. and Jig. 

1660 Boyle New Exp. Phys. Meek . i. 35 Others, whose 
motion has an opposite determination. 1710 J. Clarke 
Rohau It's Nat. Phil. (1729) I. 78 When a Body moves any 
particular way, the Disposition that it has to move that way, 
rather than any other, is what we call its Determination. 
1713 Addison Guardian No. 100 T 7 The whole tribe of 
oglers gave their eyes a new determination. 1727-51 Cham- 
bers Cycl. s. v. , Heavy bodies have a determination towards 
the centre of the earth. 1734 Edwards Freed. Will 1. ii. 5 
When we speak of the Determination of motion, we mean 
causing the Motion of the Body to he such a Way, or in such 
a Direction, rather than another. 1798 Malthus Popul. 1 1806) 
II. iii. x. 253 The real price of corn varies during periods 
sufficiently long to affect the determination of capital. 1836 
Sir W. Hamilton Discuss. (1852) 336 The determination 
given to the Church of Scotland, .was not one of erudition. 
1881 Daily News 10 Mar. 5/3 An increasing determination of 
historic and genre painters towards landscape. 

b. spec. A tendency or flow of the bodily fluids, 
now esp. of the blood, to a particular part. 

1737 Bracken Farriery Impr. (1757 ) II. 203 The Distem- 
pers which proceed from an irregular and disorderly Deter- 
mination of the animal Spirits. 1803 W. Saunders Min. 
Waters 242 On account of the property of this natural 
water . . and from its rapid determination to the kidnies. 
1831 Scott Let. to A . Dyce 31 Mar. in Lockhart , Threatened 
with a determination of blood to the head. 1883 Syd. Soc. 
Lex., Determination , the active direction to a part ; as of 
blood to a special organ with increased vascular action. 

+ 8 . The final condition to which, anything has 
a tendency. Obs. 

1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. xi. i. 30 The determination of 
quick-silver is properly fixation, that of milke coagulation, and 
that of oyle and unctious bodies onely incrassation. 1707 
Curios, in Husb. fy Gard. 340 Each Corpuscle of Salt returns 
into the primitive Determination which it holds from Nature. 

9. Metaph. The definite direction of the mind 
or will toward an object or end, by some motive, 
regarded as an external force. 

c 1685 South Serm Will for Deed (1715) 389 Homage 
which Nature commands all Understandings to pay to it, 
by necessary Determination. 1690 Locke Hum, Und. 11. 
xxi. 50 The determination of the will, upon inquiry, is fol- 
lowing the direction of that guide : and he that has a power 
to act or not to act, according as such determination directs, 
is a free agent ; such determination abridges not that power 
wherein liberty consists. 1727-51 Chambers Cycl., Deter- 
minations, again, are either moral or physical : a moral 
determination is that proceeding from a cause which operates 
morally. 1788 Reid Act. Powers in. 11. vi. 571 Dr. Hutche- 
son, considering all the principles of action as so many de- 
terminations or motions of the will. 

10. The mental action of coming to a decision ; 
the fixing or settling of a purpose ; the result of 
this ; a fixed purpose or intention. 

1548 Hall Chron. an. 8 Edw. IV. 203 Havyng a sure deter- 
minacion, fixed in their myndes. 1370-6 Lambarde Peramb. 
Kent (1826) 237 King Alfred was in Kent when he made 
determination of this journey. 1377 B. Googe Heresbach's 
Husb. 1. (1586) 8 Cato would have a man long in determin- 
ation to builde, but to plant and so we out of hand. 1630 
R. Johnson's Kingd. <§• Commw. 107 The English had no 
determination to leave them. 1704 Mrs. Radcliffe Myst. 
XJdolpho xxvi, Agitated with doubts and fears and contrary 
determinations. 1883 Sir T Martin Ld. Lyndkurst xvii. 
416 Lord Lyndhurst left office with the determination never 
again to return to it. Mod. From this determination no 
reasoning could move her. 

11. The quality of being determined or resolute ; 
determinedness, resoluteness. 

1822 Scott Nigel xxvii, Elizabeth possessed a sternness of 
masculine sense and determination which rendered evenher 
weaknesses, .respectable. 1829 Lytton Devereux 11. xi, If 
I had less determination in my heart, I could not love you 
so well. 1853 Sir H. Douglas Milit. Bridges (ed. 3) 145 
Never was . . operation executed with greater intelligence 
and determination. 1866 Geo. Eliot F. Holt (1868) 32 
There was an expression of acuteness and determination 
about him. 1873 F. Hall in Lippincotfs Mag. XV. 345/2 
In the same spirit of determination. 

Determinative (d# 9 *jmin<?tiv), a. and sb. 
[a. F. diterminatif -ive ( 15 th c. in Godef. Suppl . ), 
f. ppl. stem of L. determinare to Determine : see 
-ive.] A. adj. 

1. Characterized by determining, deciding, or 
fixing ; serving or tending to determine or decide. 


1633 Bramhall Agt. Hobbes (J.), That individual action. . 
cannot proceed from tile special influence and determinative 
power of a Just cause. 1678 Gale Crt. Gentiles 111 . 23 
This efficacious concurse, as it determines and applies the 
second cause to act, is . . termed determinative. 1682 Lut- 
trell Brief Rel. (1857) I. 205 The day appointed for pro- 
nouncing the determinative sentence in the cause. _ 1723 jtr. 
Dupin's Eccl. Hist. I. iii. vi. 120 The determinative Voice 
of the Head of the Church. 1863 Holland Plain T. v. 183 
Determinative of the character of life % 1884 Fairbairn in 
Contemp. Rev. Mar. 360 The underlying conception, the 
determinative principle or idea. 

t b. Characterized by being determined or fixed. 
a 1677 Hale Contempt., Christ Crucif (RJ, Our Lord 
Christ’s body could not be longer detained under the power 
of death, then the determinative time of three days. 

2. Serving to limit or fix the extent, or the 
specific kind or character of anything : said of attri- 
butes or marks added with this purpose. Cf. B. 2 . 

1697 J* Sergeant Solid Philos. 310 The one. .is Common 
or Determinable properly by the other, and the other is 
Particular or Determinative of it. 1711 Shaftesb. Charac. 
(1737) III. vi. vi. 385 If. .we wou’d needs add some exteriour 
marks, more declaratory and determinative of. .Virtue and 
Pleasure. 1723 Watts Logic n. ii. § 5 The term. . is deter- 
minative and limits the subject to a particular part of its 
extension. 1865 Twjos. Early Hist. Man. v. 99 The 
Egyptians do not seem to have got rid of their determi- 
native pictures. 1881 — Anthropol. vii. 771 These examples 
..give some idea of the principles of its [Chinese writing] 
sound-characters and keys or determinative signs. 

B. sb. 

1. A determinative agent ; that which determines, 
decides, or impels in a given direction. 

1832 Austin Jurispr. (1879)1. xxvii. 521 A right of action 
is not merely considered as an instrument or means of redress 
but as a restraint or determinative from wrong. 

2. That which serves to determine or define the 
character or quality of something else. a. In 
hieroglyphic writing, an ideographic sign annexed 
to a word phonetically represented, for the purpose 
of defining its signification. Thus in the ancient 
Egyptian hieroglyphics there were generic deter- 
minatives which indicated the class of notions to 
which the word belonged, determinatives of num- 
ber, etc. b. In Science of Language, a spoken 
syllable having an analogous function in some 
languages; also, a determinative or demonstrative 
word. 

1862 Marsh Eng. Lang. iv. 67 Very many of the native 
Mono-syllables are mere Determinatives. 1862 Rawlinson 
Anc. Mon.l. iv. 81 The ‘ determinative ’ of a god— the sign, 
that is, which marks that the name of a god is about to fol- 
low. 1875 Renouf Egyptian Gram. 11 Plural nouns and 
adjectives usually . . take the sign | or iii after them as a 
determinative of plurality. 1881 Tylor Anthropol. vii. 173 
Even where they spelt words by their sounds, they had a 
remarkable way of adding what are called determinatives, 
which are pictures to confirm or explain the spelt word. 
1883 Sayce Fresh Light Anc. Mon . i. 18 Determinatives . . 
characters which have no phonetic value, but which deter- 
mine the class to which the word they accompany belongs. 

Dete*rminatively, adv. [f. prec. + -ly 
a. In a determinative manner ; so as to determine, 
t b = Determinate!/?. 

1641 Argument Law in Harl. Misc. (Malh.) V. 63 Such 
things as are intended immediately, directly, and determin- 
atively against the life and person of the King. 1643 Mar- 
shall Let. 14 To judge every person, .in the Nation deter- 
minatively and conclusively, so as from that judgement 
there is no appealing. 1662 Evelyn Chalcogr. 124 For the 
symmetrically conducting of his hatches, determinatively, 
and with certitude. 

Determinativeness* [f. prec. + -ness.] 
a. The quality of being determinative, b — De- 
terminateness 2 ; determination. 

1821 Blackw. Mag. X. 76 A due proportion of the organ 
of determinativeness in our peasantry and mechanics^ might 
make our subjugation a matter of absolute impossibility. 
1831 I. Taylor Wesley (1852) 121 [Wesley] whose letters 
are eminent samples of succinct determinativeness. 

Determinator (dzts'imin^tai). [a. L. deter- 
minator, agent-noun from L. determinare to De- 
termine : with quot. 1556 cf. obs. F. ditermi- 
nateur.~\ He who or that which determines (in 
various senses of the verb) *, a determiner. 

1356 Aurelio Isab. (1680) D v, Of that they ware the 
juges, and determinateurs. 1642 Sir E. Dering Sp. on Relig. 
xiv. 44 The proper determinators of this point. *646 Sir 
T. Browne Pseud. Ep. in. v. 115 Three determinators of 
truth, Authority, Sense and Reason. 1833 Ess. Intuit. 
Mor. 146 If a man set forth Moral pleasure as the deter- 
minator of his Will . 1879 H. George Progr. & Pov. 18 To 

make the ratio with production, and not the ratio with capital, 
the determinator of wages. 

Determine (dAaumin), v. [a. OF. determine-r 
( 12 th c. in Littr 6 ), « Pr., Sp., It. determinat ed. 
L. determinare to bound, limit, determine, fix, f. 
L. De- I .3 + terminare to set bounds to.] 

I. To put an end or limit to ; to come to an end. 
1. tram. To put an end to (in time) ; to bring to 
an end ; to end, conclude, terminate. (Now chiefly 
in Law.) 

1483 Cath. Angl. 98 To Determyn, determinare, d/ffinife, 
dist inguere, fini re. X494 Fabyan Chron. 5 At the Conquest 
I haue eke determyned The vi. part 01510 More Picus 
Wks. 9/1 Death determineth the manifolde mcommodities.. 
of this life, a 1533 Ld. Berners Huon lviii. 199 It behoueth 
vs shortely to determyne oure besynes. 1631 Smith in 


DETERMINE. 


DETERMINE, 


Fullers A bel Rediv. , Wit lei 573 Here also God determined 
his travails. 1709 Steei.e Tatler No. 167 F 5 Her Husband’s 
Death . . would certainly have determined her Life. 1785 
Palev Mor. Philos. (1818) I. 326 To determinea connexion 
which is become odious to both. 1818 Cruise Digest (ed. 2) 
IV. 444 A warranty . . may be defeated, determined, or 
avoided, in all or in part. 1845 Stephen Laws EngLyt d, 6) 
L 298 The lessee .. hath determined his estate by his own 
default. 1874 Stubbs Const. Hist. (1875) II. xvi. 441 The 
death of Edward III determined the crisis, 
f b. To cause to end in (some conclusion). Obs. 
a 1668 Denham Poems 98 The people join’d In glad con- 
sent, and all their common fear Determine in my fate, 1673 
Temple Observ. United Prov. Wks. .1731 I. 25 Albert bent 
the whole Force of the War upon France, till he determined 
it in a Peace with that Crown. 

2. iulr. (for rejl.) To come to an end; to cease 
to exist or be in force; to expire, to die. (Now 
chiefly in Law.) 

ex 374 Chaucer Troyhts iii. 330 (379) That rather dye I 
wold, and determyne, As thinkith me, stokkid in prisoun. 
1571 Ludlow Ckurckw. Acc . (Camden) 147 His interest in 
the said pewe to determyne. 1607 Shaks. Cor. in. iii, 43 
Must all determine lieere ? > 1613 G. Sandys Trav. 73 His 
life was to determine with his fathers. 1677 Cary Chronol. 
n. 1. 1- v. 104 The Year . . was that in which the 4th of the 
6th Olympiad did Determine. 1770 Languor ne Plutarch 
(1879) L 422/2 The changes we have to experience only de- 
termine with our lives. 3794 Mathias Purs. Lit. (1798)289 
The custom ceased and determined at Sir Matthew Mite’s 
election. 2818 Cruise Digest (ed. 2) V. 56 In fact the estate 
of Martin did not determine by his death, surrender, or for- 
feiture, but by the death of King Charles II. 1883 Glad- 
stone Sp. in Pari. 19 July, The privileges . . do not deter- 
mine with the life of M. de Lesseps. 

b. To end in (a termination, conclusion, or re- 
sult) ; ( to end consequentially 5 (J.). Obs. or arch . 

1605 Camden Rem. (1637) 143/4 As long as issue male con- 
tinued, which determined in John Moubray Duke of Nor- 
folke. <21631 Donne in Spurgeon Treas. Dav. Ps. JxvL 3 
As long as their rage determined in his person, he opened 
not his mouth. 1654 Trapp Comm. Job xxi. 13 Their merry 
dance determineth in a miserable downfall. 1684 Contempt. 
State of Man 1. vii. (1699) 7 * The Misery wherein all the 
Felicity of this World is to determin. a 17x6 South Serm. 
(2744) X. 78 But that which begins in vanity, must needs 
determine in vexation of spirit. 1767 Byron’s Foy. r. World 
X14 The head is small . . and determines in a snout. 1875 
Stubbs Const. Hist. III. xviii. 4 The crisis, .is to determine 
in that struggle between the crown and the commons which 
the last two centuries have decided. 
f8. tram. To set bounds to ; to bound, limit. 

1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. xix. i. (1495) 861 Colour is 
the vttermest party, .that is determyned fro the vtter party 
of a bodyly thynge. 1371 Digges Pantom. 1. Elem. Bij, 
A Circle is a plaine figure, determined with one line, which 
is called a Circumference. 1601 Holland Pliny I. 128 
Many of the Geographers set not downe Indus the riuer, 
for to determine the marches of the Indians Westward. 1654 
Cromwell^. 22 Jan. (Carlyle*, It determines his power. 
1689 Col. Rec. Pennsylv. I. 311 The Two Countyes shall 
have the Moors of the sayd Countyes otherwise determined. 
a 173a Atterbury (J.), That hill which thus determines 
their view at a distance. 

b. Logic. To limit by adding differences ; to 
limit in scope. 

[1553 Watreman Fardle Facions 11. iv. 141 Determinyng 
the Tradicions of Moyses, by certein ordenaunces and de- 
crees, whiehe thei them selues [Phariseis] sette vp.] *838 
Sir W. Hamilton Logic xi. (1866; I. 194 When we deter- 
mine any notion, by adding on a subordinate concept, we 
divide it. 184a Abp. Thomson Laws Th. Ixxxvii. (i860) 158 
Some mark may be added ..which narrows the extent of 
both, but renders them more definite — better determined. 

T C. To limit lo, restrict to. Obs. 

2450-2530 Myrr. our Ladye 101 Soche a fredome as is de- 
termyned to nothynge in certeyne, but yt may be applyed 
generally, 1659 Hammond On Ps. xix. xi Annot. 115 The 
context seems rather to determine it to the first, .sense.. 1690 
Locke Hum. Und. in. ix. § 17 No one has Authority to 
determine the signification of the word Gold . . more to one 
Collection of Ideas . . than to another. 1691 Ray Creation 
11. (1704) 380 Not.. necessarily determined to one manner of 
Respiration. 

II. To bring to an end a dispute, controversy, or 
doubtful matter ; to conclude, settle, decide, fix. 

4. tram. To settle or decide (a dispute, question, 
matter in debate), as a judge or arbiter. 

c 1380 Wyclif .SV/. Whs. III. 345 pat ^if j>e pope determine 
ou^t, J?anne it is soij? & to bileue. c 1440 Generydes 1693 To 
determyne [MS. -mytte] this mater, Generydes was brought 
owt. 1326 Tindale Acts xix. jg Itt may be determined in a 
lawfull congregacion. 1530 Palscr. 514/2, I determyne, I 
make a conclusion in a mater. 1376 Fleming Panopl. Epist. 
246 Sitting in his long gowne, or riche robe, is occupied in 
suche matters as are of him to be determined. 1388 Shaks. 
Tit. A . 1. i. 407 Let the lawes of Rome determine all. 2660 
Trial Regie. 9 Authorized by the King's Majestie to hear, 
and determine, all Treasons, Felonies, and other Offences. 
cxyxo C. Fiennes Diary (1888)260 Matters of Life and death 
are not here tryed or determined. x868 Milman St. Paul’s 
vii. 133 The Dean.presided in ail causes brought before the 
Chapter, and determined them, x868 M . Pattison A cadem. 
Org. iv. ii4jThis ambiguity should be determined in one 
direction or in the other. 

b. with an object expressing the sentence, con- 
clusion, or issue. 

1647 Clarendon Hist. Reb. I. (1843) 6/1 He would under- 
take ..that his presence, would in & moment determine the 
restitution of the palatinate to his brother and sister. 
* 75 ® Johnson Rambler No, x8i F 3 The time at which every 
man’s fate was to be determined. 275s H ume Ess. # Treat. 
(17771 I, 108 The laws will .. determine the punishment of 
the criminal. 1832 Hr. Martineau Each $ All y. 67 The 
circumstances which determine the recompense of each. 
*%3 J* H. Newman Hist. Sh. (1873) II. 1. in 86 It was an 
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era which determined the history of the world. 1873 Jowett 
Plato (ed. 2) V. 63 The law will determine all our various 
duties towards relatives. 

c. with subordinate clause, expressing the matter 
at issue. 

1399 Pol, Poems (Rolls) I. 385 And whedir the grounde of 
|iste were good other ille, ti-outhe hathe determyned. 1561 
Daus Ballinger on Apoc. (1573) 192 Lucius the third, .deter- 
mineth playnly, that heretickes are stricken with an euer- 
lastyng curse. 2368 Grafton Citron. II. 227 To determine 
what was meetest to be done in this matter. 2389 R. Harvey 
PI. Perc. (1590) 15 As senseles, as they which determine 
vpon an Ale bench whether the passenger . . be a Saint or 
a Diuell. 2611 Bible^c! 1 .? xxvii. 1 When it was determined 
[earlier vv. denied, concluded, decreed] that we should saile 
into Italy. 2747 Col. Rec. Pennsylv. V. 105 It might now be 
determin’d whether the Council’s Speech to the Assembly 
. .shou’d be Printed. 2834 Southey Doctor lxv. (1862) 137 
Far happier are they who always know what they are to do, 
than they who have to determine what they will do. 1887 
Rusicin Praeterita II. 179, I determined that the Alps were, 
on the whole, best seen from below. 

5. intr. To come to a judicial decision ; to give 
a decision ; to decide, f Const, of {on), 
c 2384 Chaucer H. Fame 1, 343 Way te vpon the conclusyon, 
And eke how that ye determynen, And for the more part 
diffynen. c 1477 Caxton Jason 72 Smale thinges of which 
they shall haue the knowleche for to determine. 1379 
Tomson Calvin's Serm. Tim . 41/2 Suche men . . although 
they affirme, yet can they certeinely determine of nothing. 
1598 Hakluyt Voy. 1. 68 Neither, .to speake of any affaires, 
after they haue beene determined of by the Emperour. 1623 
Shaks. Hen. VIII, 1. i. 214 You shall to th’ Tower, till you 
know How he determines further. 1634 W. Tirwhyt tr. 
Balzac’s Lett. 244 Who have reason enough to doubt, but 
not science sufficiently to determine rightly. 1709 Strype 
Ann. Ref. I. xxxix. 447 Cox, Bishop of Ely, determined on 
both questions. 1751 Johnson Ra7nbler No. 255 Ty The 
general inability of man to determine rightly concerning his 
own. 1759 Franklin Ess. Wks. 1840 III. 268 The repre- 
sentatives of the people have an undoubted right to judge 
and determine, .of the sum to be raised. 1767 Jujiins Lett. 
xxxv. 166 What., remains, but to leave it to the people to 
determine for themselves?. .They alone ought to determine. 

fb. To decide for. Obs. 

1624-23 Bp. Mountagu Corr. J. Cosin (1869) 1 . 42, 1 deter- 
mine next weke for Pettworth. 2730 Bp. Hurd in War- 
burton's Lett. (1809) 52 He has determined for the Law. 

c. To decide or fix upon, on. (Blending with 
18 c, q. v.) 

+ 6 . To lay down decisively or authoritatively; 
to pronounce, declare, state. (Const, as in 4 , 5 .) 

1393 Gower Conf. III. 86 Of theorique principal! The 
philosophre in speciall The propretes^ hath determined. 
£■2400 Rom. Rose 4885 Of ech synne it is the rote . . As 
Tuiius can determyne. 1486 Bk. St. Albans , Her. Aj a, 
Here in thys booke folowyng is determyned the lynage of 
Coote armuris. 

fb. To decide or declare to be ; to term. Obs. 
2633 H. More Antid. Atk. 11. xi. (1712) 161 This he de- 
termines primogenious moisture, 
f 7. tram. To settle or fix beforehand; to ordain, 
decree ; to ordain what is to be done. Obs. 

1382 Wyclif Acts xvii. 26 Determynynge tymes ordeyned, 
and termes of habitacioun. 2335 Covkrdale Isa. x. 23 Y° 
Lorde . . shal perfectly fulfil the thinge, that he hath deter- 
myned. 2386 A. Day Eng. Secretary 1. (2625) 221 His 
houre was come, so was it determined, which way could he 
shun it? 1611 Bible i Sam. xxv, 17 For evil is determined 
against our master. 1677 Hale Prim. Orig. Man. iii. iii. 
263 Some superintendent Intellectual Nature, that by cer- 
tain election and choice determined^ things.^ 2738 S. Hay- 
ward Serm. xiv. 408 God . . determined holiness to be the 
way to everlasting happiness. 

8 . tram. To fix or decide causally ; to condition 
as a cause or antecedent. 

2632 Hobbes Leviatk. 1. x. 42 As in other things.. not the 
seller, but the buyer determines the Price. 1731 Johnson 
Rambler No. 141 F 2 The whole tenor of his life has been 
determined by some accident of no apparent moment. 1839 
Murchison Silur. Syst. 1. xxxvi. 505 These divergences 
have, .been determined by the eruptive forces which evolved 
the trap rocks. 2836 Emerson Eng. Traits , Wealth Wks. 
(Bohn) II. 72 The wealth of London determines prices all 
over the globe. 1874 Sayce Compar, Philol. ii. 73 Dante 
has determined classical Italian. 1883 Gilmour Mongols 
xviii. 213 His religion . . determines for him the colour and 
cut of his coat. 

9. To decide upon (one of several); to fix (which 
or what it is to be). 

2659 Rearson Creed (1662) 295 The apertlon of the wombe 
determineth the first-born. 1720 Ozell Vertot’s Rom. Rep. 
II. x. 155 To rob his Enemy of the cruel Pleasure of deter- 
mining the kind of.. Death. 1771 Mrs. Griffith tr. ViaucTs 
Shipwreck 37 Let us then determine the first passengers by 
lot, 2850 M'Gosh Div. Govt, nu i. (1874) 269 It is the will 
which determines what is to be preferred or rejected. x886 
Sir J. Stirling in Law Timed Rep. L V. 283/2 Determining 
what particulars of objections ought to be allowed, 
b. with alternative clause. 

177a Hist. Rochester 33 Whether in this tower. .1 cannot 
determine. 2818 Cruise Digest (ed, 2) VI. 325 To deter- 
mine whether he should or should not consider it as his own. 

f 10. To conclude from reasoning, investigation, 
etc. (a thing to be, or that it is). Obs. 

1494 Fabyan Ckron. iv. Ixxv. 53 Whiehe length of tyme is of 
some Auctour determyned to be longe and of some but shorte. 
2326 Pilgr. Per/. (W. de W. 1531) 163 b, Resell, Angelus, 
& other doctours determyneth & coneludeth that [etc.]. 
*559 W. Cunningham Cosmogr. Glasse 26 Stadium . .which 
length Plinie determineth to be 125 pases. 2621 Burton 
Anat . Mel. 11. ii. 111,(1676) 262/2 Thus Clavius and Maginus, 
etc., with their followers, vary and determine of these celes- 
tial orbs and bodies. 2788 Priestley Led. Hist, m, xvi. 139 
Bishop Fleetwood has determined, .that five pounds in this 


reign was equivalent to twenty eight, or thirty, now. 2824 
Mrs. Jane West Alicia de Lacy IV. 218 Hereford deter- 
mined him to be an audacious knave. 

11 . t } ans. To ascertain definitely by observation, 
examination, calculation, etc. (a point previously 
unknown or uncertain) ; to fix as known. 

2630 Fuller Pisgah 1. vii. 18 It is hard to determin their 
exact habitation. 1696 Whiston Th. Earth 11 11722) 121 
The entire Circle may still be describ’d, and its Original 
Situation determin’d. 1715 Desaguliers Fires tmpr. 24 
We shall in the third Book determine the. .Bigness, .and 
Situation of those Cavities. 2737 Whiston Josephus's 
Hist, Pref. § 10 The measures of those edifices.. all accur- 
ately determined. 2806 Hutton Cotirse Math. L 367 Having 
given the Area . . of a Rectangle, inscribed in a given Tri- 
angle ; to determine the Sides of the Rectangle. 2812 
Pinkerton Peiral. 1. 357 A rock very difficult to determine. 
1824 De Quincky Pol. Econ. Dial.v. (i860) 553 As when 
I say that the thermometer determines the heat, viz,, that 
it determines or ascertains it to my knowledge. 2860 Ty n- 
dall Glac. 1. viii. 60 We also determined both the velocity 
and the width of the Glacier. 2861 F. Hall in Jrnl. Asiat. 
Soc. Bengal 147 He has determined him to a. d. 490. 2878 
Bosw. Smith Carthage 201 Some difficulty in determining 
the route by which he approached it. 

12. Geom. (, trans .) To fix or define the position of. 

2840 Lardner Geom. xiii. 159 To determine a similar 

system of points. 1883 Leudesdorf Cremona’s Prof. Geom. 
275 Two projective ranges of points determine an involution ; 
for they determine the straight line s, which determines the 
involution. 

Tb. intr. To be defined as to position. 

1885 Leudesdorf Cremona's Prop. Geom, 2 85 All straight 
lines passing through U determine on the circumference. 

13 . To discuss and resolve a disputed question 
( determinare qusestionem ) , or maintain a thesis 
against an opponent in a scholastic disputation, es- 
pecially in a disputation by which a student entered 
upon the degree of B.A. ; hence, absolutely , To per- 
form the exercises of Determination (sense 4) 
which completed the degree of Bachelor of Arts, 
and enabled the student to proceed to qualify himself 
for the Master’s degree. Obs. exc. Hist . 

[2267 in Munim. Acad. Oxon. (Rolls) 1. 34 Ut certa forma 
provideretur sub qua Bachillarii artium determinaturi ad 
determinandum forent admittendi.] 1570-6 Lambarde 
Peramb . Kent {1826) 193 That a young Novesse should thus 
boldly determine at their disputations. 1649 Order 26 Jan. 
in Wood Life (Oxf. H. S.) I. i49_That all Bachelaurs of this 
University who have not determined the last yeare do deter- 
mine this Lent. 2692 — Atk. Oxon. II. 413 After he had 
taken the degree of Bach, of Arts and deternfined. a 2693 
— Life II. 517 Every bachelor was to determine twice be- 
tween the 17 Feb. to 7 March. 1708 J. Chamberlayne St. 
Gt. Brit. 1. iii. xi. (1743) 281 He is obliged .. to propose a 
question in the publick Schools within a Year after he hath 
taken the said Degree [D.D.], and to determine upon the 
same. 1878 A. Clark Reg. Univ. Oxf. (O.H.S.) II. 1. 50 In 
some cases the University bound over the * admissi ' to de- 
termine next Lent under a money penalty. Ibid., On 17 Feb. 
1599 a committee was appointed to provide a scheme by 
which bachelors presented might be compelled to determine. 

III. To direct to some end or conclusion; to 
come to some conclusion. 

14. trans. To give a terminus or aim to ; to give 
tendency or direction to ; to direct ; to decide the 
course of ; to impel to (some destination). 

a 2430 Lydg. Bochas ix. xxxii. (1554) 212 b, He . . Gan his 
compleint to Bochas determine. 2711 Addison Sped. No. 
121 F x Such an Operation, .as. .determines all the Portions 
of Matter to their proper Centres. 1731 Johnson Rambler 
No. 251 F 4 Accidental impulses determine us to different 
paths. 1753 N. Torriano Gangr . Sore Throat 71 Determin- 
ing the morbific Matter from the internal to the. .external 
Parts. _ 2798 Malthus Popul. (2806) II. m. x. 252 Thus de- 
termining a greater quantity of capital to this particular 
employment. 2842 Grove Corr. Flips. Forces 80 A power 
. .of determining the oxygen of the liquid to its surface. 

b. fig. To direct, impel, give a direction or defi- 
nite bias to. 

1529 More Dyaloge 1. Wks. 164/2 Ye shoulde not haue 
wyste on which parte to determine your byleue. 1623 J. 
Salkeld Treat. Angels 221 Are by reason of the same 
beatitude so prevented and determined to all good, .that Jn 
no wise they can sinne. 1662 Stilungfl. Orig. Sacr. iii, iii. 
§ 7 If this power of determining its self either way must be 
taken away. <22670 Rust Disc. Truth (1682) 180 It is no 
imperfection in God to be determined to Good. 1690 Locke 
Hum. Und. 11. xxi. § 50 We are endowed with a power to 
suspend any particular desire, and keep it from determining 
the will, and engaging us in action. 1772 W. Cullen Inst. 
Med. iv. §202 Animals are determined to take in aliment by 
the appetites of hunger and thirst. 2836-7 Sir W. Hamil- 
ton Metafh. (1877) I. ii. 23 Speculative truth is valuable only 
as it determines a greater quantity of higher power into 
activity. 2842 Grove Corr. Phys. Forces 86 It only deter- 
mines or facilitates the action of chemical force. 

15. intr . To take its course, go, tend to (a par- 
ticular terminus or destination), arch. 

2651 Life Father Sarpi (1676) 61 Until it might be dis- 
cerned whether the malady would determine to life, or 
death. 1636 Sanderson Serm. (2689) 542 They all determine 
and concentre there. 2803 W. Saunders Min. Waters 293 
A dose of this water . . will generally determine^ pretty 
powerfully to the kidnies. 2839 Bailey Fesius xxi, (2848) 
272 To these they all determine. 1858 Sears A than, nt iv- 
290 When the separating judgment shall come on, and each 
[human being] determines to the place he loves. 

fb. intr. To be directed upon (anything) as a 
goal or final object. Obs. 

2649 Jer. Taylor Gt. Exemp, n. Ad § 12. 94 Thejhopes of 
a Christian ought not to determine upon any thing Iesse 
than heaven. Ibid, iv, § 18 To suffer corporal austerities 


DETERMINED, 

with thoughts determining upon the external action or ima- 
ginations of sanctity inherent in the action. 

16. trans . To decide the course of (a person) ; 
to bring to the determination, decision, or reso- 
lution {to do something). 

167a Wilkins Nat. Relig. 29 He. .shall not be able to deter- 
mine himself to the belief or practice of any thing. 1713 
Steele Sped. No. 278 P 2 A distressed Damsel, who 
intends to be determined by your J udgment. 1741 M iddle- 
ton Cicero (1742) III. ix. 56 All these informations de- 
termined him at last not to venture to the Senate. 1788 T. 
Jefferson Writ. (1859) II. 520 Determining the fishermen 
to carry on their trade from their own homes. 1818 Mrs. 
Shelley Frankenst. vi. (1865) 97 These reflections deter- 
mined me and I resolved _ to remain silent. 1821 Scott 
Kenilw. xx, A step to which Janet by farther objections 
only determined her the more obstinately. 1886 Dowden 
Shelley ‘ II. i. 7. [She] took credit to herself for having 
determined Shelley to travel abroad. 

fT7. rejl. To bring oneself to a decision; to 
come to the resolve {to do something). [»*F. se 
determiner .] Obs. 

1393 Gower Con/. I. 267 They upon this medicine Ap- 
pomten hem and determine That. .They wolde [etc.]. 1477 
Earl Rivers (Caxton) Dicies 1, I determyned me to take 
that voyage. 1490 Act 7 Hen. VII, c. 1 Preamb., The King 
. . hath determined himself to pass over the Sea. 1701 tr. Le 
C lore’s Prim . Fathers (1702) 57 Tis the part of a Witty Man, 
to Determine himself speedily upon all sorts of Questions. 

18. intr . (for reft. ) To come to the decision, re- 
solve definitely {to do something), f In early use 
often to determine with oneself. 

* 450 ^* 53 ° Myrr. our Ladye 226 The moste melee wylle of 
the Vyrgyn vtterly determyned to sarue god. 1509 Hawes 
Past. Pleas, n. vi, I have determyned in my judgement, 
For La Bell Pucell. .To passe the waye of so greate jeopardy. 
1536-34 Tindale Acts xx. 16 Paul had determined [Wyclif, 
Rltem.) purposed] to leave Ephesus as they sailed. 1530 
Palsgr. 514/2 Whan I determyne with myselfe to do a thyng. 
3548 Hall Chron. 187 b, He in the meane season determined 
to make hys abode in Scotland. Ibid. 194 b, He determined 
with him selfe clerelyjo marye with her. 1590 Marlowe 
and Pt. Tamburl. n. ii, Determines straight To bid us battle 
for our dearest lives. 1769 Robertson Ckas. V, V. xv. 375 
He determined to set the highest price upon Francis’s free- 
dom. 1808 Med. Jml. XIX. 437 The obstinacy, .of the 
fever made me determine .. to administer some remedy. 
1891 E. Peacock N. Brendon I. 310 Narcissa determined to 
go at once. 

b. with subordinate clause or equivalent. 

1583 N. LrcHEFiELD, tr. Castanheda's Cong. E. Ind. i. 3 
Taking order and determining with Pedro. ., that at a time 
appointed they shuld meet. 1594 Marlowe & Nashe 
Dido v. i, That have I not determin’d with myself. 1736 
Butler Anal. 1. i. Wks. 1874 I. 24 A man determines, that 
he will look at such an object. 

C. To resolve tipon , on, f of (some course of 
action). With indirect passive, To be determined 
on or upon . 

This appears to combine senses 5 and 18, and to pass im- 
perceptibly from the sense decide to that of resolve. 

1607 Shaks. Cor. iv. i. 35 Determine on some course. 1636 
tr. A riana 307, I could not as yet determine of what I was 
to doe. 1754 J. Shebbeare Matrimony (1766) I. 19 [This] 
seduced him to determine on the Life of a Gentleman, when 
his Uncle should die. 1801 Mrs. Oh. Smith Solitary Wand. 
1 . 33 Unable to determine on What answer they were to give. 
1883 Froude Short. Stud. IV. 1. vi. 69 The bishops, .deter- 
mined on a further appeal to the pope. 1885 Manch. Exam. 
26 June 5/4 Not at present definitely determined on. 
d. impersonal passive. 

1853 Mrs. Stowe Uncle Tom's C. xxlx, It was determined 
to sell the place. 

19. To be determined , to have come to a decision 
or definite resolve ( to do something) ; to be finally 
and firmly resolved. (Cf. Determined ppl. a.) 

15x3 More in Grafton Chron. (1568) II. 771 If she finally 
were determined to kepe him. 1529 — Dyaloge 1. Wks. 161/2 
One, whom she is determined neuer to mary. 1594 Shaks. 
Rich. Ill , 1. 1. 30 Therefore, since I cannot proue a Louer. . 
I am determined to proue a Villaine. i6ox — Jul. C. v. i, 
100 What are you then determined to do? 1725 De Foe. 
Voy round World (1840) 19 If I had been otherwise de- 
termined. 1793 Smeaton Edy stone L. § 208 Being now 
determined as to the composition of the mortar for the 
Edystone. x866 Geo. Eliot F. Holt (1868) 17 No; I’m 
determined not to sleep up-stairs, 
f b. To be bound for. Obs . 

1784 R. Bage Barham Downs I. 222 Sir George is deter- 
mined for Switzerland in a few days. 

Determined (d/tSumind), ppl. a. [f. prec. + 

-ED I.] 

1. Terminated, ended. 

^ 1581 J. Bell H addon's Answ. Osor. 444 Albeit the thing 
itselfe. .be past, and y* tyme thereof determined. 

2. Limited, restricted : a. as to extent; b. as 
to freedom of action or choice ; conditioned. 

X603 Shaks. Meas. for M. m. i. 70 Perpetual durance, 
a restraint . .To a determin'd scope. 1805 Woedsw, Prehide 
1. 641 Tis a theme Single and of determined bounds. 
1871 R. H. Hutton Ess. (1877) I. 53 Fails to render such 
a fact as free-will in the offspring of absolutely determined 
natures even conceivable. 

3. Decided, settled, fixed; decided or resolved 
upon. . 

x§6x T. Norton Calvin's Inst. 11. 113 Let vs hold for 
determined, that the life of man is instructed in the law. 
1576 Fleming Panopl. Epist 193 He mangled him selfe to 
cloake his determined mischiefe. . x6oa T.^ Fitzherbert 
Apol. 21 a. So farre as my determined breuity wil permit. 
1603 Owen Pembrokeshire (1891) 197 [I] fall into my deter- 
myned matter to speake of Pembrokshire. x6$o J. Taylor 
Holy Living iii. § 4 (1727) 173 It is a determined rule in 
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divinity. 1856 J. Gilbert Chr. A tonem. ix. (1852) 26X Some 
determined bias must have existed. 

4. Appointed, ordained ; fixed beforehand. 

la 1500 Wycket (1828) 3 The chosen . . shalbe made whyte 
tyll a tyme determined. 1559 W. Cunningham Cosmogr. 
Glasse 25 Not any determined, or appointed measure, as 
a yarde, a furlong. 1580 Lyly Euphues (Arb.) 284 Caused 
al the company to breake off their determined pastimes. 
1591 Shaks. i Hen. VI, iv. vi. 9 To my determin’d time 
thou gau’st new date. 2612 T. Taylor Comm. Titus i. 3 
They are so by the determined counsell of God. 

5. Defined, definite, exact ; distinctly marked or 
laid down ; fixed. 

1570 Dee Math. Pref. 3 If a Poynt moue from a deter- 
mined situation. 158Z Batm an Treviso! s Barth, de P. R, 
m. xx. 21 If it had a determined savour, .it might not take 
the savour of another thing. 1690 Locke Hum . Und. iii. v. 
§ 74 Names, . when they have any determin’d Signification. 
X726 Leoni Alberti! s Archit. II. 55a, Others set apart 
a certain determined place of burial. ^ 1733 Neal Hist. 
Purit. II. 375 Oaths ought to be explicit, and the words 
as clear and determined as possible. 1789 Gilpin Wye 10 
A body of water . . wearing any determined form. 1796-7 
Instr. # Reg. Cavalry (1813) 77 The determined line on 
which the pivots of the column are to stand. 1891 Rosebery 
Pitt xi. 194 Some cynical offer . . of his interest for a deter- 
mined price. 

6. Definitely ascertained or identified. 

18x7 Chalmers Astron. Disc. i. (1852) 21 A round ball of 
a determined magnitude. 1882 Entomol. Mag. Mar. 235 
Specimens, .either determined or undetermined. 

7. a. Of persons: Characterized by determination 
or final and fixed resolve; resolute; not to be 
moved from one’s purpose. 

1772 Ann. Reg. 26/2 Because they were determined deists. 
1803 G. Rose Diaries (i860) II. 46 The King.ris a deter- 
mined Antigallican. 1847 Emerson Rep-r. Men , Goethe 
Wks. (Bohn) I. 391, I meet the eyes of the most determined 
of men. 1883 Froude Short Stud. IV. 1. ii. 24 Intimating 
that the king would find him a most determined antago- 
nist. 1885 F. Temple Relat. Relig. $ Sc. i. 4 Science and 
Religion seem very often to be the most determined foes to 
each other. 1887 Times 10 Oct. 3/3 Two determined look- 
ing men, were charged with being suspected persons. 

b. Of personal properties, actions, etc. ; Show- 
ing determination, unilinching, unwavering. 

1604 Shaks. Oth. n. iii. 227 Cassio following him with 
determin’d Sword To execute vpon him. 1765 Sterne Tr. 
Shandy VII. ix, With as determined a pencil as if I had 
her in the wettest drapery. 1792 A need. W Pitt 1 . xvii. 
277 There was a determined resolution . .against any vigorous 
exertion of the national power. 1837 Disraeli Venetia 1. 
ii, Gave a determined ring at the bell. 1856 Emerson Eng. 
Traits , Times Wks. iBohn) II. 119 Courage, not rash and 
petulant, but considerate and determined. 

c. (For the predicative use in to be determined \ 
see Determine v. 19.) 

Bete-rminedly, adv. [f. prec. + -ly 2 .] In 
a determined, decided, or resolute manner. 

c 1540 Deposit, in Old Ways (1892) 100 Her mynde was 
determinedly fyxitt that she wolde not marrye with hym. 
1790 Hist. Europe in Ann. Reg. 20/1 The . . club, so deter- 
minedly inimical to monarchy. x8xi Chron. ibid. 7 After 
fighting 25 minutes most determinedly^ 1849 Ruskin Sev. 
Lamps v. § 6. 141 In every style that is determinedly pro- 
gressive. 1870 Miss Bridgman Ro. Lynne II. xiii. 268 She 
tied on her bonnet grimly and determinedly. 

DeteTminedness. [f. as prec. + -ness.] 
The quality of being determined or resolute. 

1748 Richardson Clarissa (1811) I. iii. 12 So much deter- 
minedness ; such a noble firmness in my sister. 1771 
T. Hull Sir W. Harrington (1797) IV. 25 With a deter- 
minedness, in his looks, that made me tremble. 1883 Chicago 
Advance 15 Mar., A persistent determinedness that has 
known no discouragement. 

Determiner 1 (dftiuminoi). [f. Determine 

V. + -ER L] 

1, He who or that which determines,, in various 
senses, a. He who or that which decides. 

1530 Palsgr. 2x3/1 Determyner, determinevr . 1584 
Fenner Def. Ministers (1587) 59 Anie other determinors of 
the issue. 1653 A. Wilson jas. I, 167 The Sword, as it is 
the best determiner, so it is the most honourable Treater. 
1659 Milton Civ. Power Wks. 1738 I. 547 No Man or body 
of Men in these times can be the infallible Judges or Deter- 
miners in matters of Religion. 1754 Richardson Grandison 
(1781) III. xvi. 125 Miss Grandison must be the sole deter- 
miner on this occasion. 2884 Century Mag. XXVIII. 122 
The determiner of the future policy of the Church. 

b. That which decides the course of action, or 
determines the result. 

1754 Edwards Freed. Will 1. ii. <1762) 5 If the Will be 
determined, there is a Determiner. This must he supposed 
to be intended even by them that say the Will determines 
itself. Ibid, n.vii. 90 The opportunity that is left for the 
Will itself to be the determiner of the act. 

c. One who ascertains definitely. 

1846 Grote Greece 1. xviii, II. x8 The original determiner 
of this epoch. 

+ 2 . A determining bachelor of arts ^Deter- 
minant B 1. Obs. (exc. Mist.) 

1574 M. Stokys in Peacock Stat. Cambridge { 1841V App. 
A. 6 [The bell shall] be tolled in every Colledge, Howse, 
Hall or Hostell where eny Determiners be. 1726 Amherst 
Terree Fil. xlii. 224 The collectors . . draw a scheme . . in 
which the names of all determiners are placed in several 
columns, and over against them, in other columns, the days 
when, and the schools where, they are to respond. 

f Determiner A Law. [subst. use of F. deter- 
miner pres, inf.] The final determining of a judge 
or court of justice : in oyer and determiner, a variant 
of oyer and terminer. {Obs. exc. Mist.) 
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X450 Poston Lett. No, 103 1 . 138 That ye hadde sued hym 
for an especiall assise, and an oier and determiner. 1548 
Hall Chron. 169 b, A commission of oyer and determiner, 
for the punishement of this outraglous offence & sedicious 
crime. 1583 Stubbes A nat. Abus. n. (1882) 106 lustices of 
Assises, Ewer, Determiner, and the iyke. 1633 T. Stafford 
Pac. Hib. i. (t82x) 16 Of Oyer, Determiner, and Goale de- 
livers. 1848 Wharton Law Lex ., Oyer and Terminer . . 
sometimes written determiner. 

Determining (dfto-imimq), vbl. sb. [f. De- 
termine v. + -ing h] The action of the verb 
Determine ; determination. (Now chiefly gerun- 
dial.) 

1530 Palsgr. 21 3/1 Determyning, terminance, determines 
tion. x$8o Hqllyband 'Ire as. Fr. Tong , Determinance . . 
the determining or ending of a thing. 1607 Hieron Wks. 
I. 1 17 The determining of all cases and questions in religion. 
1670 Eachard Coni. Clergy 22 The . . inconsiderate deter- 
mining of youths to the profession of learning. 2726 Leoni 
tr. Albertis Archit, I. 9 a, We must have regard to the .. 
Use of every Edifice in the determining of its Situation. 
[1772 C. Hutton Bridges 4 Their spans are still necessary 
for determining their figure.] 

b. I11 academic use ~ Determination 4. 

1675 (25 Feb.) in A. Wood Life Ip T. (O. H. S.) II. 309 
Officers that have fees for determining. 1887 [see Deter- 
mination 4]. 

Determining, ppl. a. [f. as prec. + -ing 2 .] 

I. That determines ; esp. that decides, or leads to 
a decision ; that fixes the course or issue. 

1711 Steele Sped. No. 158 ? 3 A certain positive and 
determining manner in which you talk. 1842 Grove Corr. 
Pkys. Forces 45 The force of heat seems more a deter- 
mining than a producing influence. 1856 F roude Hist. Eng. 
(1858) I. ii. xxo The determining principle of their action. 
1884 A tkemeum 23 Feb. 241/1 What was the determining 
motive? 

b. Terminating, ending. 

2893 Daily News 21 Feb. 7/8 What is called the determining 
school year (that is the school year ended last before the 1st 
J an. 1891). 

T 2 . Performing the academic exercise of Deter- 
mination : determining bachelor , a bachelor of arts 
who had to determine in the Lenten disputations 
of the year. Obs. exc. in University Hist. 

Order *6 Jan., in Wood .££/!?<§• T. iO. H.J 3 .) 1 . 149 That 
all determining Bachelaurs do meet at St. Marie’s at 12 of the 
clock . . and be conducted to the Schooles by the bedells. 
1709 Steele & Swift Tatler No. 71 r 8 Not a Senior Fellow 
[will] make a Pun, nor a determining Batchelor drink 
a Bumper. 1721 Amherst Terras FH. No. 42 (1726) 232 The 
collectors, .are chosen out of the determining batchelors by 
the two proctors. 1887 A. Clark Registr. Univ. Oxf. II. 1. 
52 To arrange the determining bachelor's into groups, so that 
each determining bachelor might dispute twice at least. 

Hence Betermimingly adv. 

<21641 Bp. Mountague Acts 4* Mon. (1642) 489 We dare 
not determiningly resolve, wee ought not boysterously to 
rush upon it. 

Determinism (dftauminizTn). [f. Deter- 
mine V. + -ISM ] 

1. The philosophical doctrine that human action 
is not free but necessarily determined by motives, 
which are regarded as external forces acting upon 
the will. 

1846 Sir W. Hamilton Reid's Wks. 87 note, There are two 
schemes of Necessity — the Necessitation by efficient — the 
Necessitation by final causes. The former is brute or blind 
Fate ; the latter rational Determinism. 1855 W. Thomson 
in Oxford Essays 18 1 The theory of Determinism, in which 
the will is regarded as determined or swayed to a particular 
course by external inducements and formed habits, so that 
the consciousness of freedom rests chiefly upon an oblivion 
of the antecedents to our choice. x86o Mans el Proleg. 
Logica App. Note D. 334 The latter hypothesis is Deter- 
minism, a necessity no less rigid than Fatalism. x86 6 
Coutemp. Rev. I. 465 He arrived at a system of absolute 
determinism, which entirely takes away man’s free will, 
and with it his responsibility. ^ 1880 W. L. Courtney 
in Abbot Hellenica (1880) 257 Epicurus . . was an opponent 
of Fatalism, not of Determinism. 

2. gen. The doctrine that everything that happens 
is determined by a necessary chain of causation. 

1876 Martineau Materialism 71 If man is only a sample of 
the universal determinism. 

Dete'rminist, sb. and a. [f. as prec. + -1ST.] 

A. sb. One who holds the doctrine of deter- 
minism. 

1874 Mivart in Content/. Rev. Oct. 784 The objections 
of our modern ■ Determinists. 1881^ Spectator 30 Apr. 574 
He is an Agnostic and a Determinist, with no reserves. 
1887 J. C. Morrison Service of Man ix ; 298 The determinist 
is not less but more resolute in teaching morality than his 
free-will opponent. 

B. adj. Of or pertaining to the theory of deter- 
minism. 

i860 Mansel Logica App. Note E. 348, I believe 

the scheme of liberty is inconceivable only if the determinist 
argument is unanswerable. 1874 Sidgwick Meth. Ethics v. 
55 A Determinist scheme of morality. 1885 R. H. Hutton 
in Contemp. Rev. Mar. 388 The necessarian or determinist 
theory of human action. 1887 Fowler Princ. Morals 11. ix. 
308 The theory of Hobbes [on Volition] may most appro- 
priately be called Determinist. The actions of men, he holds, 
are, like all other events, determined, and determined 
wholly, by antecedent circumstances . . The will is ‘ the last 
desire in deliberation’, and our desires are the necessary 
result of their various antecedents. 

Deterministic (dftsiminrstik),- a. [f. prec. 

+ -ic.] Of or pertaining to determinism or deter- 
minists. 

1874 W. G. Ward Ess. (1884) I. vi. 248 That which 
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DETESTED. 


motives — to use deterministic language-— affect is most evi- 
dently the will’s spontaneous inclination. 1880 W. G, Ward 
in Dublin Rev. Oct. 300 Mr. Hodgson maintains that the 
Deterministic theory is by no means inconsistent with 1 the 
existence of guilt and sin 

f Determissioa. Obs. ? Corrupted form of de- 
termination or OF. determineson : see Determina- 
tion. 

c 14,00 Test Love 11. (1561) 291 b/r This dualitie, after 
Clerkes determission, is founden in every creature. 

t iBeterra'tion. Obs. [f. L. de down 4* terra 
earth + -at ion, (Not connected with modF. di- 
t error, 0 F. desterrer to disinter. )] The carrying 
down or descent of the surface of the earth from 
hills and higher grounds into the valleys, by the 
action of rain, landslips, or other physical process : 
a frequent term of physiographers about 1700 ; cf. 
Degradation 1 6. 

*685 Plot Siaffordsh. 113 By tbe deterration or sinking of 
a hill between the Church and place of view. 1686 Phil. 
Trans . XVI. 210 A Marish . * being buried in Earth, by 
those frequent Deterrations from the adjoyning Hills. 1695 
Woodward Nat. Hist, Earth 1. (1723* 57 Deterrations, ox 
the Devolution of Earth down upon the Valleys, from the 
Hills and higher Grounds. 1704 J. Harris Lex. Techn 
Deterration is a Removal of the Earth, Sand, &c., from the 
Mountains and higher Grounds down into the Valleys and 
Lower Parts : This is occasioned by Rains. 

Deterred, pa. t. and pa. pple. of Deter v. 
Deterrement, obs. form of Determent. 
Deterrence (dz w te*rensb [f. next : see -ence.] 
Deterring or preventing by fear. 

1861 T. B. L. Baker in War with Crime (r88p) 124 That 
punishment is to be preferred^ which combines the greatest 
deterrence with the least pain, 1875 Poste Gams 1. Intr. 
(ed. 2) 8 The deterrence of future wrongdoers by. . punishment 
of a past offender. 1884 F. Peek in Contemp. Rev. July 77 
The main objects of imprisonment should be . . deterrence 
from crime and the reformation of offenders. 

Deterrent (dzte’rent), a. and sb. [ad. L . de- 
terrent-em, pr. pple. of deterrere to Deter: see 
-ENT.] 

A. adj. Deterring; that deters, or has the power 
or tendency to deter. 

1829 Bent ham's Ration. Punishments (L.), The deterrent 
effect of such penalties. 1861 W. L. Clay Mem. J. Clay 
210 The influence of a deterrent policy is the greatest on 
professional criminals. 1884 Times 16 Oct. 10 The influence 
of favourable or deterrent weather. 

B. sb. Something that deters ; a deterring agent. 

1829 Beni ham's Ration. Punishments ■ L.), No deterrent is 

more effective than a punishment which . . is sure, speedy, 
and severe. 1829 Southey in Q. Rev. XLI. 196 Operating 
as a provocative to many— as a deterrent, perhaps, to none. 
1855 H. Spencer Princ . Psychol. I. n, ix. (1872) 281 Feel- 
ings that serve as incentives and deterrents. 189a Speaker 

3 Sept. 277/1 The death penalty is no deterrent of adventure, 
nor even of pastime. 

Deterring idi'toTirj'), vbl. sb. [f. Deter v , 1 + 
-ins b] The action of hindering through fear. 

1642 in Clarendon Hist. Reb.iv. (1843) 161/2 The deterring 
of others from discharging their duties. 1648 W. Moun- 
tague Devout Ess. 1. x. § a <R.) The deterrings and dis- 
abuses appeare together with the delectations. 

Dete*rring, ppl. a. [f. as prec. + -ing 2 ] 
That deters; that keeps off through fear- 
1638 Sir T. Herbert Trav. (ed. 2) 323 A new deterring 
name, of Kill abundance. 1774 Goldsm. Nat Hist. ( 1862) 
I. ii. 10 The internal parts of the country are still more 
desolate and deterring. _ 187a Geo. Eliot Middlem. Ixxiii. 
188 Their highest qualities can only cast a deterring shadow 
over the objects. 

•f Dete*rse, V. Obs. rare. [f. L. deters-, ppl. 
stem of detergere] By-form of Deterge. 

1684 tr. Boners Merc. Commit, in. 84 The matter being 
thus in cided, deterged and attenuated.. may more easily be 
carried off. 

Detersion (dztsvijon). [a. F. detersion (Pare 
16th c.) or ad. L. detersion-em , n. of action from 
detergere to Deterge.] The action of cleansing 
(a sore or the like). 

4 *607 Topsell Pour-/. Beasts (1658) 22 The substance of it 
is fitter for detersion then nutriment. 1684 tr. Bo net's Merc. 
Compit. 1. 13 A Gargarism of Hydromel used often is good 
for Detersion, 1775 Sir E. Barry Observ. Wines 294 Leave 
to others the active parts of the perfusions, detersions, etc. 

Detersive (d/tsMsiv), a. and sb. [a. F. ditersif, 
-ive (1545 in Hatzf,), ad. medical L. deterslv-us, 
£ deters ppl. stem of detergere : see prec. and 
-IVE.] ^ A. adj. 

1 . Having the quality of cleansing or scouring; 
tending to cleanse. 

1601 Holland Pliny II. 37 The same pouder is detersiue 
and scouring, and therefore put into sope and washing- balls. 
1756 P. Browne Jamaica 226 The foliage of the tree is of 
a very detersive character, and frequently used to scour and 
whiten the floors. *835 F. Mahoney Rel. Father Front 
(1859) 509 The recording angel . .no doubt dropped a deter- 
sive tear on an oath the decided offspring of monomania. 
*886 Pall Mall G. 7 Aug. 3/2 Without experience of the 
detersive influences of common soap. 

2 . Med. and Surg. Having power to cleanse or 
purge the body, or to remove corrupt matter from 
a sore; detergent. 

1586 Bright Melanch. xli. 276 No detersive medicine is 
able to pare and wipe away the blemish. 1704 J. Harris 
Lex. Techn., Detersive Medicines, are such as are used to 
cleanse the Body from sluggish, viscous, and glutinous 
Humours. 1782 W. F. Martyn Geog, Mag. I. 734 Laying 


open the wound, and applying a detersive plaister. *818 
Cooper & Travers Surg. Ess. 1. (ed. 3 167 Stimulant deter- 
sive applications which have been made to the part. 

B. sb. A cleansing agent : in the general and 
medical senses. 

1634 T. Johnson Parey's Chirurg. xxvi. xiv. (1678) 638 
Neither, .with a painful and drie ulcer doth any other than 
a liquid detersive agree. 1665 G. Harvey A dv. agst. Plague 
26 A Dysentery is stopt by a Detersive mixt with a Nar- 
cotick. 1756 P. Browne Jamaica 199 The pulp is a warm 
pungent detersive. *843 Blackw. Mag. LI II. 228 Serving 
as detersives of the grosser humours of commercial life. 
2862 S. Lucas Secularia 1x4 note, Bristol was celebrated for 
its soap . . Richard of Devizes refers in his history to its 
manufacture of this famous detersive. 

Hence Bete'rsively adv., BeteTsiveness. 

1727 Bailey voJ. II, Detersiveness , cleansing Quality. [Also 
1775 in Ash]. 1742 Bailey , Deiersively, cleansingly. [Also 
1864 in Webster, etc.] 

t Bete*rSOry, a. and sb. Obs. rare. [f. L. 
deters - : see prec. + -ory.] = Detersive a. and sb. 

*637 Tomlinson Renou's Disp. 97 From the commistion of 
these two will proceed one moderate detersory. 

Detest (di'te’st), v. [a. F. ditest e-r (Villon, 
15th c.), ad. L. detest are {-dri) to execrate while 
calling God to witness, to denounce, abhor, re- 
nounce, f. De- 1 . 1, down + testdrl to bear witness, 
call to witness.] 

fl. trans. To curse, calling God to witness; to 
express abhorrence of, denounce, execrate. Obs. 

*533-4 Act 25 Hen. VIII, e. 12 The saide mariage. .was 
prohibited and detested by the lawes of almighty god. 1536 
Bellenden Cron. Scot (1821) I. 62 He.. began, be lang 
orisone, to detest the insolence, avarice and unnatural 
hatrent of the kingis sonnis. 1563-87 Foxe ,4. fy M. (1684) 
£ 733/2 All that were about him being amazed, utterly 
detested the fact. 1627 Hakewill Apol. n. vii. § 5 The 
fearefull inhabitants of Putyole flying through the dark . . 
crying out and detesting their Calamities. 1632 Le Grys 
tr. Velleius Paterc. 254 All post eritie shall.. with execra- 
tions detest thy fact. 1653 H. Cogan tr. Pinto's Trav. 
xxxvii. 147 We did not a little detest amongst ourselves 
both the Fonsecas and the Madureyras, but much more the 
Devil, that wrought us this mischief, a 1745 Swift Hen. I 
Wks. 1768 IV. 275 With bitter words, detesting the pride 
and insolence of Henry. 

2 . To feel abhorrence of; to hate or dislike 
intensely ; to abhor, abominate. 

a 1535 More Wks. 422 (R. >, I finde in Erasmus my derlyng 
y t he detesteth and abhorreth the errours and heresies that 
Tyndall plainly teacheth. 1535 Stewart Cron. Scot. II, 
528 To caus all man for to detaist sic thing. *550 Crowley 
Last Trump. 1292 A vile slaue that doth all honestie 
deteste. 1579 Lyly EuphuesAxh.) 111 Learn.. of Diogenes 
to detest women, be they neuer so comely. 1601 Shaks. 
Tivel.N. n. v. 220 A colour she abhorres, and.. a fashion 
shee detests. 1638 Sir T. Herbert Trav. (ed. 2) 240 His 
owne pal lat detested them. 1792 Burke Corr. (*844) III. 
391 My party principles, .must lead me to detest the French 
revolution, in the act, in the spirit, in the consequences, and 
most of alt, in the example. 1833 Ht. Martineau Tale of 
Tyne vii. 130, I detest the very name. Mod. To marry 
a man whom she detests l 

b. with injin . or clause, rare. 

*21553 Phxlpot Wks. (1842) 410 Why dost thou so much 
detest to grant that we obtain the divine justice through 
faith. 1647 G. Palmer Sectaries Unm . 52, I detest to 
think of it. 1655 Fuller Ck. Hist, ix, vi. § 51 The Justice 
of the Land detesteth that the Judge should himself be an 
Accuser. 

1 3 . To renounce solemnly or under oath; to 
abjure. Obs. rare. 

1688 A nsw. Talon's Plea 23 They openly detested their 
faults either by themselves or by their Ambassadours. 

Misused for attest, protest, testify. 

1562 Phaer AEneid. vnt Y iij b, He shewd also the sacrid 

S -oue of Argilethus heath, Detesting in that place where 
reekish gest was done to death. 1598 .Shaks. Merry W. 
1. iv. 160 But (I detest) an honest maid as euer broke bread. 
1606 SirG. Goasecappe u ii. in Bullen O. PI. III. 17, 1 detest, 
Sir Cutt, I did not thinke he had bin halfe the. .scholler he is. 
Hence Detecting vbl. sb. aud ppl. a. 

1591 Percivall Sp. Diet., Abomination, detesting, a *622 
Ainsworth Annot. Ps. Ixix. 25 Powre out upon them thy 
detesting ire. 1625 Bp. Mountagu App. Ceesar 57 In their 
Abhorring and Detesting of it. 1711 Shaftesb. Charac. 
(1737) III. vi. ill. 366 Virtue wou'd. .be seen with this Hand, 
turn’d, .downwards . . as in a detesting manner, and with 
abhorrence. 

f Detect, sb. Obs. rare. [f. prec. vb.] De- 
testation, hearty hatred. 

1638 R. Baillie Lett. <§• Jmls. (1841) I. 74 With the in- 
crease of detest of the authors. 1671 True Noncanf. 33 
One cause, sufficient to produce a just detest. 

Detestabi'Hty. [£ next : see -ITY. In med. 
L. detestdbiliids (Du C ange) .] The quality of being 
detestable ; detestableness. 

1831 Carlyle Sari. Res. n. iv, As young ladies are to 
mankind precisely the most delightful in_ those years.. so 
young gentlemen do then attain their maximum of detesta- 
bility. 1868 Browning Ring Bk. vi. 1943 There let.. 
Both teach, both learn detestability ! 

Detestable (d/te'stabT), a. [a. F. ditestable 
(1380 in Hatzf.), ad. L. detestabilis , f. detestarl : 
see -ble. Originally detestable; in Spenser and 
Shaks. de 1 testable. ] 

1 . To be detested ; intensely hateful or odious; 
execrable, abominable. 

*46* Liber Pluscardensis xi. viii, (1877) I. 387 To mak ws 
till qure Makare detestabile. c 1477 Caxtgn Jason 75 The 
terrible dragon cast upon me a gobet of the most detestable 
infeecion that euer was. c 1489 — Sonnes of Aymon xiv. 


331 What saist thou, foie destestable ? 1526 Pilgr. Perf. 
(W. de W. 1531) 34 Theyr presumpeion is to god moost 
detestable & hateful). 1548-9 (Mar.) Bk. Com. Prayer, 
Litany, The bishop of Rome and all his detestable enormities. 
1588 Shaks. Tit. A. v. i. 94 Oh detestable vjllaine ! Call’st 
thou that Trimming? * 59 ° Spenser P . Q. i. i. 26 That 
detestable sight. *702 Penn in Pa. Hist. Soc. Mem. IX. 
132 Busy at that detestable work, privateering. 1771 Junius 
Lett. xhx. 256 That detestable transaction . . enoed in the 
death of Mr. Yorke. 1851 Ruskin Stones Ven. (1874) I. 
App. 396 The detestable ornamentation of tbe Alhambra. 
i860 Tyndall Glac. 1. xii. 89 Along edges of detestable 
granular ice. 

2 . quasi -adv. Detestably. 

1610 Histrio-m. 11. 108 O detestable good ! 

Bete*stableness. [f. prec. + -ness.] The 
quality of being detestable; extreme hatefulness 
or odiousness. 

i6i»T. Taylor Comm. Titus ii. 11 Oh these sinnes cannot 
be brooked for the foulenesse and detestablenesse of them. 
1681 H. More Exp. Dan. Pref. 80 To instruct the people 
touching the Solidity of our Reformed Religion and of the 
Detestableness of Popery, a 1729 Clarke Serm. 1. xl. (R.), 
The unfitness and abominableness, and. detestableness and 
profaneness of any uncleanness or impurity appearing in the 
Temple of God. 1883 H. Kennedy tr. Ten Brink's E. Eng. 
Lit. 280 Now the theme is the baseness, the detestableness, 
of this earthly world. 

Dete*stably, adv. [f. as prec. + -LY 2 .] In 
a detestable manner ; execrably, abominably. 

1531-2 Act 23 lien. VIII, c. 3 Periurie is .. detestably 
vsed to the disheritaunce and great damage of many. 1593 
Nashe Christ's 7 \ 11613) 1 4 1 £ would sauour so detestably 
in Gods nostrils, bee were neuer able to endure it. a *716 
South (J.), A temper of mind rendering men so detestably 
bad, that [etc.]. *863 Geo. Eliot Romola III. 61 God grant 
you are mad ! else you are detestably wicked ! 

t Dete’stant, a. and sb. Obs. [f. Detest v. 
after F. dtiestant, L. detestdnt-em pr. pple. : see 
-ANT.] 

A. adj. Detesting, full of detestation. 

1650 W. Brough Sacr. Princ. (1659) 16 He that is detes- 
tant of the corruption. 

B. sb. One who detests ; a detester. 

1648 T. Hill Truth itf Love Ep. Ded., He is a Detestant 
of divers Opinions of Rome, a 1670 Hacket Abp. Williams 
1. (1692) 121 (D.) Detestants of the Romish idolatry. 

t Dete-state, v. Obs. rare. [f. L. delestdt-, 
ppl. stem of detestare ( an ) to Detest : see -ate 3 
5.] By-form of Detest v . 

1548 Udall, etc. Evasm. Par. John Pref. 6 a, This worlde, 
whiche as a mortall enemy the doctrine of the Ghospel 
dooeth detestate and abhorre. 1649 State Trials, Col, J. 
Lilburne (R.), Well therefore might the lord president . . 
detestate star-chamber examinations. 

Detestation (dztest^’Jbn). [a. F. ditestation 
(14th c. in Godef. Suppll), ad. L. detestatidn-em, 
n. of action from detest art to Detest.] 

+ L Public or formal execration (of a thing); 
formal testifying against anything. Obs. 

1432-50 tr. Higden (Rolls) I. 285 For the detestacion of 
that dede, the Frenche men made a statute that noo woman 
after here scholde reioyce the realme of Fraunce. 1590 
Swinburne Testaments 274 In these cases the testament is 
void, in detestation of such odious shiftes and practises. 
a 1633 Austin Medit. (1635) 216 St. Paul rent his Garments 
in detestation of it. 1658 T. Wall Charac. Enemies Ch. 
(1659) 5° The unreasonable creature . . in detestation of the 
sinner whom it serves, is made obnoxious to temporal 
punishment. 1683 Brit. Spec. xoS [Galgacus] by his rough 
Oratory in detestation of Servitude and the Roman Yoke, 
having [etc.]. 

2 . The feeling or mental state of detesting ; in- 
tense dislike or hatred ; abhorrence, loathing. 

1526 Pilgr. Perf. (W. de W. 1531) 12 To the great detes- 
tacyon & uttermost despysyng of all the transitory goodes 
..of this worlde. 1553 T. Wilson Rket. 40 Induce theim 
to the feare of God, and utter detestation of al synne. 1660 
R. Coke Justice Vind. Pref. 15, I did in detestation of the 
thing, .set myself to make these observations upon it. *688 
in Gutch Coll Cur, 1. 436 Something. . which he had . . some- 
time call’d a Dislike, sometime an Abhorrence, sometime a 
Detestation of the Pr. of Orange’s proceedings. 1779-81 
Johnson L. P., Rowe Wks. III. 30 The fashion, .of the time 
was, to accumulate upon Lewis all that can raise horrour and 
detestation. 1834 Macaulay Ess., Pitt{ 1854) 296 The object 
of the Duchess of Marlborough’s fiercest detestation. *875 
Jovvett Plato (ed. 2) III. 189 His detestation of priests and 
lawyers. 

b. To hold or have in detestation ; to regard 
with hatred or abhorrence, to abominate. To be in 
detestation: to be held in abhorrence, to be detested. 

*576 Fleming Panopl. Epist. 65, I have the state of these 
times in great detestation. Ibid. 155 Such as told you 
truth . . were in contempt, disdain, hate, and detestation. 
*607 Rowlands Famous Hist. 46 Let God and man hold 
me in detestation. *777 Robertson Hist. Amer. ixjyB) 1. 1. 
6 They held all sea-faring persons in detestation. 1847 
Marry at Childr. N. Forest xii, One who is joined to a party 
which I hold in detestation. 

3 . concr . That which is detested; the object of 
intense dislike. 

1728 Swift Mullinix # Timothy, Thou art grown the de- 
testation of all thy party. ^ 1792 T. Jefferson Writ. (1859) 
III. 343 This . . business is becoming more and more the 
public detestation, 1849 C. Bronte Shirley i. 10 As if he 
were the darling of the neighbourhood ... being, as he is, its 
detestation. . ■■ 

Detected, ppl. a. [f. Detest v. + -ed.] In- 
tensely disliked or hated ; abominated ; held in 
abhorrence ; odious. 

1552 Huloet, Detested, abominaius. *588 Shaks. L.L.L. 
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IV. i. 31 Guiltie cf detested crimes. 1634 Sir T. Herbert 
Trav. 73 With such heathenish and detested Oratory. 1791 
Cowpeis Iliad vi. 438 Both Paris and my most detested self. 
i3o5 Southey Madoc in Azt. xx, Let a curse .. For ever 
follow the detested name. 

Hence Dete-stediy adv., with detestation. 

1836 E. Howard R. Reefer xxxiii, Who viewed the West 
India station . . detestedly. 

Bete*ster. [f. as prec. 4- -ERk] One who de- 
tests ; a cordial hater ; an abhorrer, abominator. 

16x1 Cotgr., Abkorrant, an abhorrer, detester, leather. 
1631 Fuller Abel Reditu (1867) II.99 A detester of con- 
troversies. X779 Sheridan Critic 1. ii, A detester of visible 
brickwork. 1863 Sala Copt. Dangerous I. ix. 254 Known 
as stanch detesters of the House of Hanover. 
Dete'Stfuly a. rare . [f. Detest v. (or ? sb.) 

+ -PUL.} Hateful, odious. 

1634 Cokaine Diane o ii. 116 Thou hast tormented them 
with a Ghost, with a Phantasme so noyous, so detestfull, 
f Detestine, + D^testiue, a. Sc. Obs. [irreg. 
f. Detest 27.] Detestable. 

1360 RollandCVA Venus 11. 975 But bad me sone pas 
hine Vnto the nine nobillis of excellence, Quhair I gat not 
be ansueir detestine. Ibid. in. 369 The law positiue It did 
suspend, and haidis as detestiue. 

fDete'Xt, ppl. a. Obs.~° [Inform, ad. L. de- 
texlus , pa. p pie. of detexere to weave off, finish 
weaving ; but with the prefix taken as De- I. 6.] 
1623 Cockeram, Detext , vnwouen. 

Deteyipe, -nour, obs. ff. Detain, Detainer. 
Detful(l, obs. form of Debtful. 

Deth(e, obs. form of Death sb . ; also of Death 
a. and v. ~ deaf. 

Detheorize : see De- II. i. 

Dethronable (dijwu’nab’l), a. [f. next 4- 
-able.] Liable to be dethroned. 

1644 Bp. Maxwell Prerog. Chr. Kings Introd. 3, Kings 
are . . censurable, punishable, and dethronable. Ibid. i. n 
They are deposable and dethronable by the people. 

Dethrone (d^rJu-n), v. [f. De- II. 2 4- 
Throne: cf. F. detrbner , in 16th c. detroner (Littre), 
Cotgr. desthroner ‘to disthronize'; cf. also De- 
throne, Disthronize.] 

trans. To remove from the throne ; to deprive of 
royal or sovereign authority and dignity ; to depose 
(a ruling prince). 

2609 Bp, W. Barlow Answ. Nameless Cath, 153 Authorise 
to de-Throan and de-Crowne Princes, a 1649 Drumm. of 
Hawth . Poems. Wks. (1711) 15 Then let them do their worst, 
since thou art gone ! Raise whom they list to thrones, en- 
thron’d dethrone. 1790 Burke Pr. Rev, 43 The question of 
dethroning, or, if these gentlemen like the phrase better, 

‘ cashiering', kings. 1839 Thirlwall Greece VI. 12X That 
Artaxerxes whom Cyrus attempted to dethrone, 
b. transf. and fig. 

1648 Boyle Seraph. Love vi. (1700) 4.2 Love, by dethroning 
Reason . . doth kill the Man.. 1761 Hume Hist. Eng. III. 
Ixi. 3x0 The republicans being dethroned by Cromwell. 
1879 Farrar St. Paul 118831 604 Dethrone the sin that 
would rule over your frail nature. 

Hence Dethrcrned///. a.. Dethroning vbl. sb. 
2648 Prynne Speech in Parlt. 4 Dec. (1649) 75 By 
a speedy publique dethroning and decolling of the King . . 
as the Army-Remonstrants advise. 2705 J. Philips Blen- 
heim (R.), His dethron'd compeers. 1809-10 Coleridge 
Friend (1865) 136 Compensations for dethroned princes. 
189a Athenseuin 27 Aug. 299/1 The story .. is that Nero’s 
wife Poppsea . . is the head of a plot for her husband’s 
dethroning and slaughter. 

Dethronement (di^rju-nment). [f. prec. vb. 
+ -MENT*. cf. mod.F, ditrbnement .] The action 
of dethroning, or fact of being dethroned; deposi- 
tion from kingly authority. 

1707 Lond. Gaz . No. 4365/1 The News, .of the Dethrone- 
ment^of the Grand Sigmor. 2820 Keats Hyperion n. 315 
In midst of this dethronement horrible. 1849 H. Rogers 
Ess. (1S60) III. X79 The boasted prerogative of Reason is 
also that of a limited monarch; and its attempt to make 
it^lf absolute can only end in its own dethronement. 1852 
Grote Greece 11. Ixxvi. X. 66 The frequent dethronements 
and assassinations of Kings. 

Bet kroner (dz* Jir^nor). [f. Dethrone 4- -er i .] 
One who dethrones (a king, etc.). 

1649 Arnway Tablet (1661) 176 <T.) The hand of our de- 
thrones, .hath prevailed. 1817 Southey Fun, Song Princess 
Charlotte , Passive as that humble spirit, Lies his bold de- 
throner too. 1833 Mrs. Browning Prometh, Bound Poems 
2850 I. 186 The name of his dethroner who shall come. 

t Bethronrze, v. Obs. rare. [See Dethrone 
and -ize, and cf. Disthronize.] = Dethrone. 
Hence + Detfcroniza-tion. = Dethronement. 
x6ix Speed Hist. Gt. Brit. ix. xi. (1632) 682 The Queene 
. .aduertised of her husbands dethronizaiion. 2656 S. Hol- 
land Zara (1719) 66 We are in daily danger of dethronizing 
by the malevolent combinations of Cursed spirits. 169X 
Wood Ath. Ox on. (Rj, To persuade the king, .to consent to 
the 4 votes of dethronizing him. 

Detie, obs. form of Ditty. 

Detinue (de'tini^). Law . Also 5 detenewe, 
detunue, -now, detymi(e, 7 detinu (detiny). 
[a. OF. detenue (1313, Godef.) detention, (:— Rom. 
type *dete 7 iuta) f. pa. pple. of detenir to detain.] 
The act of detaining or withholding what is 
due (see Detain v. 2) ; spec, unlawful detention of 
a personal chattel belonging to another. Obs. exc. 
as in b. 

*363-87 in Foxe A. § M. (1596) 348/1 Philip de Valous .. 


we haue gently requested you . . to that intent you should 
haue rendered unto us our lawfull right and inheritance to 
the Crowne of Fraunce, which from us. .you haue by great 
wrong and force deteined . . we well perceiue you meane to 
perseuere in the same your purpose and iniurious detinue. 
1598 Kitchin Courts Leet (1675) 148 Detinue of Goods may 
be sued. 26. . T. Adams Wks. 11861-2) 1 . 145 (D.) There are 
that will restore some, but not all. .let the creditors be con- 
tent with one of four. But this little detiny is great iniquity. 
1643 Prynne Sov. Power Pari. in. 46 [citing Act 11 Rich. 
II c. i] Taking, leading away, or detinue of any horses or 
of any other beasts. 2727-51 Chambers Cycl. s. v., The 
damages sustained by the detinue. 

b. Action of detinue : an action at law to recover 
a personal chattel (or its value) wrongfully detained 
by the defendant. So writ of detinue. 

1467 in Eng. Gilds (1870) 376 Acciouns of dette, trespass 
and detenewe. 15x4 Fitzherb. Just. Peas (1538) 123 Every 
man maye sue for the same by accion of detinue. x6os 
Fulbecke and Pt . Parall. 20 One of the parties may haue 
an action of dette for the money, and the other a writte of 
Detinue for the wares. 1677 Wycherley Plain Dealer hi. 
(Routl) 123/2 I’ll bring my action of detinue or trover. 
1768 Blackstone Comm. Ill, 151 If I lend a man a horse, 
and he afterwards refuses to restore it. .the regular method 
for me to recover possession is by action of detinue. 1845 
Ld. Campbell Chancellors ( 1857) VI. cxxyiii. 143 The remedy 
was at law by an action of trover or detinue. 

c. Also detinue — action or writ of detinue. 

a 1626 Bacon Max. <£ Uses Com. Law iii. (1636) 20 In 
a detinue brought by a feme against the executors of her 
husband. 2803 J. Marshall Const. Opin. i. (2839) 2t The 
judgment in detinue is for the thing itself or its value. 2875 
Poste Gains iv. Comm. (ed. 2) 650 Trover and Detinue, 
which were brought to recover movable property . . were 
kinds of Trespass, that is of action on delict. 

t Betrtkonise, v. Obs. [f. De- II. i 4- 
Tithon-ic (f. Gr. hOcovos, the spouse of Eos or 
Aurora) 4- -ize ] trans. To deprive (light) of 
actinic or chemical power. 

1843 Merit. ^ Mag. XXXIX. 170 As if the light, being 
detithonized in passing through the larger mass, lost its 
energy in producing chemical action. 

t Betcrmb, V. Obs. nonce-wd. [f. De- II. 2 b 
4- Tomb .?/>.] trans. To deliver from the tomb. 
2607 Sir R. Ayton Pref. Verses in Earl of Stirlings 
Monarch. Trag Crownes, throwne from Thrones to 
Tombes, detomb'd arise To match thy Muse with a Monar- 
chicke theame. 

li’etonable (de-DhabT), a > [f. L. detmare 
(see next) 4 - -ble.] Capable of detonation. 

1884 Eissler Mod. High Explosives iii. 68 These grades 
of dynamite are only rendered detonable by the admixture 
of explosive salts. 

Detonate (de*t&i£'t, dz-), v. [f. L. detonat-, 
ppl. stem of detonare to thunder down or forth (f. 
De- I. 1, 2 4 * tondre to thunder), after F. ditoner 
(1680 in Hatz.-Darm.) in the modern sense.] 

1 . intr. To produce a loud noise by the sudden 
liberation of gas in connexion with chemical de- 
composition or combination ; to explode with 
sudden loud report (as when heated or struck). 

1729 Shei.vocke Artillery 11. 89 Saltpeter, .detonates, or 
makes a Noise in the Fire. 1807 T. Thomson Chem. (ed. 
3) II. 140 Hydrogen gas and nitrous oxide gas detonate 
violently, .when a strong red heat is applied, or when the 
electric spark is made to pass through the mixture. 1859 
R. F. Burton Centr. Afr. in Jrnl. Geog. Soc. XXIX. 78 
Metals are ever rusty ; . .percussion caps, .will not detonate ; 
gunpowder, .refuses to ignite. 2864 H. Spencer Biol. I. 8 
Iodide of nitrogen detonates on the slightest touch. 

b. fig. To give vent to sudden anger or other 
violent feeling ; to ‘explode % (Also trans.'). 

1836 Blacitw. Mag. XXXIX. 309 He.. is notoriously 
choleric, and detonates upon the object nearest to him like 
one of his own chlorides. 2859 Chamb. Jml. XI. 258 It 
seemed to me that it would be quite a natural conclusion. . 
that Blodger should detonate : 4 Committed as a rogue \ 

C. To make a thundering noise, to ‘thunder*. 
rare. 

1853 Miss E. S. Sheppard Ch. Auchester III. 190 The 
drum detonated and was still. 

2 . Hans. To cause to explode with sudden loud 
report, in the act of chemical decomposition or 
combination. 

1801 Phil. Trans. XCI. 378 By detonating sulphuret of 
antimony and nitrate of potash, in a crucible, he obtained 
a mass, which [etc.]. 1808 Ii enry ibid. X C V III. 290 Deto- 

nate the mixture, and observe the amount of the diminution 
after the explosion. x88o Daily News 27 Mar. 5/4 The 
destruction of the reef known as Hell Gate, in East River, 
New York, when something like 49,915 lb, [of dynamite] was 
detonated at once. 2890 Noble in Nature 18 Sept., One .. 
cause which has made gunpowder so successful an agent for 
the purposes of the artillerist is that it is a mixture, not 
a definite^ chemical combination ; that it is not possible to 
detonate it. 

t 3 . To convert (a flint gun) into a ‘detonator*. 
Obs. nonce-use. 

1824 Col. P. Hawker Instr. V. Sportsm. 69, I have since 
had a double gun detonated to my order. 

Detonating (de-fcSfa^tig), ppl. a. [f. prec. 4- 
-ing 2 .] That detonates, a. That explodes with 
sudden loud report, explosive, as detonating gas ; 
b. That causes, or is used in producing, detonation, 
as detonating primer , tube ; C. esp. That explodes 
by a blow, or is used in explosion by percussion, 
as detonating hammer, powder. 

Detonating ball \ a toy ball filled with a fulminating 
powder, exploding on percussion ; detonating bulb, the small 


glass bulb also called Prince Rupert* s drop, which flies to 
pieces on a slight scratch ; detonating gun, a fire-arm which 
is fired by means of a detonating agent (as a percussion-cap) 
instead of by the application of a match or spark. 

2808 Henry Epit. Chem. <ed. 5} 131 By firing it in a detona- 
ting tube over mercury. Ibid. 224 A new detonating com- 
pound of silver. 2814 Ann. Reg. 324 These detonating-balls 
were calculated to effect abundant mischief. 2817 Sporting 
Mag. L. 257, I got from Joseph Manton a detonating gun. 
1824 Col. P. Hawker Instr. V. Sportsm. 67 To fire with 
detonating powder, the gun requires to be much stronger 
than that used for a flint. 1840 Blaine Encycl. Sports (1870) 
752 The Percussion or Detonating System of Gun Firing. 
2856 Engineer 428/2 ( heading ) Detonating Arms. Ibid., 
A cap containing detonating powder, covered by a prepara- 
tion of shellac. 1869 Echo 9 Oct., * It is dangerous to play 
with edged and still more with detonating 4 tools 1879 
Lockyer Elem Astron. iii. 138 At times meteors, .are heard 
to explode with great noise ; these are called detonating 
meteors. 

Detonation (det&i^'Jbn, dJ-). [a. F. detona- 
tion, noise of explosion, n. of action from detoner to 
Detonate.] The action of detonating. 

X. Chem . ‘The noise accompanying the sudden 
decomposition or combination of substances, and 
due to the concussion of the air resulting from the 
sudden production of a large quantity of gas* 
(Watts Diet. Chem.) ; hence, explosion accom- 
panied with a sudden loud report. 

2677-86 W. Harris Lemery’s Ckym . (ed. 2) 42 Detonation 
is a noise that is made when the Volatile parts of any mix- 
ture do rush forth with impetuosity : it is also called Fulmina- 
tion. 1686 Plot Staffordsh . 55 Common Niter in its de- 
tonation or alcalisation with coales, acquires a green colour. 
2704 J. Harris Lex. Techn., Detonation is a Chymical 
word expressing the Thundring Noise that is often made by 
a mixture being enkindled in the containing Vessel. 1800 
tr. Lagrange's Chem. I. 107 This experiment is dangerous, 
as it is often accompanied with violent detonations- 1864 
Spencer Biol. I. 8 Percussion produces detonation in sul- 
phide of nitrogen. 

2. gen. A loud noise as of thunder ; a violent 
explosive report, e.g. in a volcanic eruption. 

1830 Lyell Princ. Geol. (1875) II. 11. xxvi. 28 The great 
Crater . . testified by its loud detonations [etc.]. 1834 Mrs. 

Somerville Connex, Phys. Sc. xxvi. (1849) 283 The detona- 
tions [from the eruption in Sumbawa 1815] were heard in 
Sumatra. 1869 Phillips Vesuv. iv. 212 After each detona- 
tion globes of white vapour were formed. 1875 Wonders 
Phys. World 11. ii. 201 They attribute the movements and 
detonations to the expansion of the ice. 

b. The action of causing a substance to detonate. 
1727-51 Chambers Cycl., Detonation denotes the. .opera- 
tion, of expelling the impure, volatile, and sulphureous part, 
out of antimony. 1758 E laboratory laid Open Introd. 58 
The chemists have called the operation, detonation, or 
deflagration. 2827 F araday Chem. Manip . xvii. 433 A tube 
for detonation. 

3. fig. A sudden utterance or expression of anger 
or other violent feeling ; an ‘ explosion \ 

2878 Browning La Saisiaz 79 As Rousseau, then eloquent, 
as Byron prime in poet's power, — Detonations, fulgurations, 
smiles. 2882 Stevenson New A rab. Nts. (1884) 296 Detona- 
tions of temper were not unfrequent. 2892 Rosebery Pitt 
xi. 179 It was impossible for Pitt after his detonations and 
activity of the autumn to prevent the agitation of the 
Catholic Question. 

Detonative (de*t<?n^ ! tiv), a. [f. L. detonat 
ppl. stem of detonai'e to Detonate 4* -ive.] Having 
the property of detonating ; of the nature of a de- 
tonation. 

1875 C. F. Chandler in Eissler Mod. High Explosives 
(1884) iii. 69 When the gunpowder is exploded by nitro- 
glycerine, its explosion becomes instantaneous; it becomes 
detonative ; it occurs at a much higher temperature. 1888 
Evening Standard .xi Feb. 4/4 The water which runs 
through the factory is highly detonative. 

Detonator (de't^koi). [Agent-noun, in L. 
form, f. detonare to Detonate : see -OR.] Some- 
thing that detonates ; a contrivance for producing 
detonation, as a percussion-cap; a railway fog- 
signal. \ spec. A detonating gun (obs.) : see 
Detonating. 

2822 Sporting Mag. IX. 156 Somewhat of a contrast this, 
to our expensive detonators. 1825 Col. P. Hawker Diary 
(1893) I. 283 An old flint gun which put me out, after the 
detonators. 1845 Ford Handbk. Spain l. 104 Bringing his 
own double barrel detonator with a good supply of caps and 
cut wadding. 1872 Tyndall Fragm.Sc. (1879) I - x * 3*9 By 
the ignition of a fuse associated with a detonator, the gun- 
cotton should be fired. 2887 Pall Mall G. 10 Jan. 6/1 When 
the signal is placed on the railway plate the ends of the 
band are drawn out and bent under the surface of the rail, 
upon which the detonator (as the fog signal is also called) 
then rests securely. 

■f Detcmd, v. Obs. rare~~ °. [ad. L. detonde-re , 
f. De- I. 2 4 - tondere to clip.] trans. To shave, poll. 
1623 Cockeram, Deionded, poled. 

■f De'tomze, V- Obs. [f. F. ditoner to detonate 
4* -ize.] —Detonate {trans. and intr.). Hence 
t Detonization = Detonation. 

1732 S. Hale Stat. Ess. I. 277 The fumes of detonized 
nitre. 1804 tr. Fourcroy (Webster 1828), This precipitate. . 
deionizes with a considerable noise. 2828 Webster, De- 
tonization, the act of exploding, as certain combustible 
bodies.. . 

Deto*nsure. nonce-wd. [f. L. detom-, ppl. stem 
of detondere : see Detond and -ure.] Shaving, 
polling, (affected ox humorous i) 

2829 Blackw. Mag. V. 639 That able-bodied barber . . 
insisting upon the immediate detonsure of you. 


DETOBT. 

Detorsion, var. of Detortioil 
t Detort v. Obs . [f. L. detort-, ppl. 

stem of detorque re to twist or turn aside, twist or 
turn out of shape, distort, f. De- I. 2 + iorquere to 
twist. Cf. F. ditordre.] 

1. trans. To turn aside from the purpose; to 
twist, wrest, pervert (esp. words or sayings). 
(Common in 17th c.) 

c 1555 Harpsfield Divorce Hen . VIII (1878) 54 How 
miserably doth Tertullian wrest and wring the Levitt : to 
detort it to the confirmation of his heresy. 1609 Bp. W. 
Barlow Answ. Nameless Cath. 41 Schoolemen blasphem- 
ously detorting Scriptures. 2620 Brinsley Virgil 39 
Detorting to that purpose those things which Sibyl had 
prophecied. 2632 Lithgow Trav. 1. 1 And Lorets Chappell 
. . On Angells backes, from N azareth detorted. 1682 Dryden 
Relig. Laid Pref. (Globe) 187 The Fanatics, .have detorted 
those texts of Scripture. 1829 Southey Sir T. More I. 
87 In these days good words are so detorted from their 
original and genuine meaning. 

b. To extract (by perversion of the sense). 
a 161s Donne B iaBwaros (1644) 185 The Donat ists. . racked 
and detorted thus much from this place. That fete.}. 1824 
Southey Bk, ofCh. (1841) 355 Conclusions as uncharitable 
as ever were detorted from Scripture. 

2. To derive by perversion of form; pa. pple. 
perverted, corrupted (of words). 

1605 Camden Rem. 54 Garret, for Gerard, and Gerald : 
see Kverard, for from thence they are detorted, if we 
beleeve Gesnerus. 1657 Tomlinson R enow’s Dhp. 703 
"AypwnroF is wilde succe, whence its nomenclature is de- 
torted. 

Hence Deto'rted ppl. a Detorting vbl sb. 

1550 Bale \ Apol. 129 Nowe wyll I shewe some of hys 
detorted scriptures. 1579 Fulke Heskins' Pari. 306 By 
miserable detorting of a worde or two. 1692 Wagstaffe 
V ind. Carol. Introd. 2 Under the false detorted Names of 
Law, Justice, and Honour of the Nation. 

Detortion, -sion (d/tpujbn). Now rare or 
Obs. [n. of action f, L. det or quire, ppl. stem de- 
tort- and detors - : see Detort. Cf. OF. detorsion!] 
f l. Tbe action of ‘detorting*; twisting, wrest- 
ing, perversion of meaning. Obs . 

1398 Ord. for Prayer in Liturg. Serv. Q. Elia. (2847) 681 
By a blasphemous application or rather detortion of that 
excellent Scripture Unwin necessarivm. One thing is neces- 
sary. 1652 Gaule Magastrom. 69 A depraving adultera- 
tion, a sacrilegious detorsion. 1728 Earbery tr. Burnet's 
St. Dead l , 135 A rash and bold. Detorsion of the sacred 
Scriptures. 

2. In physical sense : Distortion, rare. 

1833 Fane Grinndl Exped. (1856) 512 Refracted detortion 
very great. 

Detour, II detour (ditti»*i, || detur), sb. [a. 
mod.F. ditour turning off, change of direction, in 
OF. destor, -tour, orig. *destorn ; f. destorner now 
ditourner turn away, f. des-,L. dis - + tourner to 
turn.] A turning or deviation from the direct 
road ; a roundabout or circuitous way, course, or 
proceeding. In 1 8 th c. mostly Jig., now usually lit. 

1738 Warburton J 9 /V. Legat. I. 63 After many Detours, Mr. 
Bayle is at length brought to own [etc.]. 1780 H. Walpole 
Let. to IV. Mason 1 Nov., We are above detours. 1794 
R. H. Lee in Washington's Writ. (1891) XII. 417 note. 
Upon our guard against all the arts and detours of the 
subtlest policy. 1807 Sir R.C. Hoaee Tour in Ireland 237, 
X was amply recompensed for this detour. 1809 Scott Pam. 
Lett. 14 June (1894) I. 137, I ought in conscience to have 
made ten thousand pretty detours about all this. 1825 Hid. 
22 Jan. II. 230 Perhaps they may make a detour in their 
journey to see you, 1870 Lowell Study Wind. (1871) 242 
Rhyming [words] .. sometimes have driven the most 
straightforward of poets into an awkward ditour. 1877 
Black Green Past, xliv, (1878) 357 To avoid these ruts we 
made long detours. 

Hence Detour v. intr to make a detour; to 
turn aside from the direct way ; to go round about. 

1836. Tail's Mag. III. 48 This has been a busy week; 
rambling and climbing, touring and detouring. 1837 New 
Monthly Mag, LI. 192 We. . detoured again to the right. 

Deto*xicate, v. nonce-wd. [f. De- II. 1 4 - L. 
toxic-urn poison, after intoxicate .] trans. To de- 
prive of poisonous qualities. 

1867 Pall Mall G. No. 729. 2043/2 Defecated, detoxicated, 
and deodorized. 

t Betra’ct, sb. Obs. rare. [ad. L. detractus 
a taking away, f. del rah ere : see Detract v.] 
Protraction, delay : cf. Detract v. 6. 

1563-87 FoxEri. M. (1596) 353/1 Without delay and other 
detract of time. 

t Detra'Ct, ppt a. Obs. [ad. L. det rad -us, pa. 
pple. of detrahere to draw off or away: see next] 
Jixtracted, taken out. 

<*1420 Pallad. on Hush. xti. 171 The bonys Detracte of 
Duracyne. 

Detract (d/trse*kt), v. Also 6 Sc. detrack, 
[f, L. detract- ppl. stem of detr ahere to draw off or 
away, take away, pull down, disparage, etc , f. Be- 
I, 2 + tr ahere to draw. Cf. F. detrader ( 1530 in 
Uatz.-Darm.). In some senses app. directly repre- 
senting L. detraddre or detreddre, to decline, re- 
fuse, pull down violently, depreciate, freq. of de- 
trahere. 

(The chronological order of the senses in English is not that 
of their original development ; sense 3 being the earliest.)] 

I. To take awayy take from, take reputation 
from. 
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1. trans. To take away, withdraw, subtract, de- 
duct, abate : a. some part from (rarely 1 1°) a 
whole. (Now usually with a quantitative object, 
as much, something , etc.) 

1509 Barclay Shyp ofFolysi 1874) 1 . 17 Some time addynge, 
somty me detractinge and takinge away such thinges as serneth 
me necessary and superflue. 1371 Digges Pantom. 11. xxm. 
Pijb, Then 36 detracted from 48 leueth 12. 1591 Shaks. 
1 Hen. VI, v. iv. 142 Shall I . . Detract so much from that 
prerogatiue, As to be call’d but Viceroy? 1622 S. Ward 
Christ is Ail in All (1627) 25 All defects detract nothing 
to the happiness of him that [etc.]. 1677 Hale Prim. 

Orig. Man. rv.iv, 326 To which there can be nothing added, 
nor detracted, without a blemish, a 1696 E. Scarbuugh 
Euclid (1705) 207 Let the magnitude AB be equimultiple of 
CD, as the part detracted AE is of the part detracted CF. 
*870 Disraeli Lothair brix, That first great grief which . . 
detracts something from the buoyancy of the youngest life. 

T b. something/^?/# a possessor, etc. Obs. ^ 

1607 Schol. Disc, agst. Antichr. \. ii. 97 They vilifie it and 
detract much authoritie from it. 1709 Steele Tatter No. 
13 T 1 A Lady takes all you detract from the rest of her Sex 
to be a Gift to her. 1710 Prideaux Orig. Tithes 1. 17 We 
rob him, whenever we detract from bis Ministers any part of 
that Maintenance. 

2. ah sol. or intr. To take away a portion. Usually 
to detract from : to take away from, diminish, lessen 
(a quality, value, authority, etc.). 

a 159a FI. Smith Wks. (1866-7) I. 65 To the testament of 
him that is dead, no man addeth or detracteth. 1699 Burnet 
39 Art. vi. (1700) 89 This may be urged to detract from its 
Authority. 1799 Colebrooke in Life (1873) 446 The sight 
. . detracted from the pleasure with which the landscape 
might l.e viewed. 1827 Jarman Powells Devises II.101 
These circumstances detract from the weight of the decision. 
1863 D. G. Mitchell My Farm of Edgewood 47 This 
alteration was of so old a date as not to detract from the 
venerable air of the house. 

b. Connoting depreciation : cf. 3 c. 

1393 Looker Eccl. Pol. iil vjii. (1611) 100 To detract from 
the dignity thereof, were to iniury euen God himselfe. 1603 
Knolles Hist. Turkes (1638) 212 Opr late Historiographers 
.. detracting from his worthy praises. 1765 Blackstone 
Comm. I. 5 Without detracting . . from the real merit which 
abounds in the imperial law, I hope I may have leave to 
assert [etc.]. 1882 B. D. W. Ramsay Recoil. Mil. Serv. I. 
viii. 172 There were always some ready to detract from his 
fair fame. 

f C. quasi -trans. (in loose const.). Obs. rare. 

1654 Whitlock Zootomia 452 In Revenge he would have 
Detracted, and lessen’d his Territories. 1783 Jefferson 
Corr. Wks. 1839 I* 4*7 To detract, add to, or alter them as 
you please. 

3. trans . To take away from the reputation or 
estimation of, to disparage, depreciate, belittle, 
traduce, speak evil of. Now rare. 

c 2449 Pecock R epr. iv. i. 417 The! baebiten and detracten 
the dergie. 1533 Gau Richt Vay 91 Lat wsz forgifif thayme 
quhilk detrackis and spekis etiil of wsz. 1603 B. Jonson 
Sejanus 1. i, To . . detract His greatest actions. 1618 
B ilton Floras iv. ii. 265 Cato .. detracted Pompey, and 
found fault with his actions. 1632 Massinger & Field Fatal 
Dowry 1. ii, Such as may Detract my actions and life here- 
after. 1890 [see Detracted below]. 1891 Smiles Jasmin 
vii. 93 Jasmin, like every person envied or perhaps detracted, 
had his hours of depression. 

fb. absol. To speak disparagingly ; to use or 
practise detraction. Obs. 

1603 Bp. Hall Medit. «$• Vows 1. § 7 So would there not 
be so many open mouthes to detract and slaunder. 1610 
Shaks. Temp. 11. ii. 96 To vtter foule speeches, and to 
detract. 1777 Sheridan Sck. Scand. Portrait, Adepts. . who 
rail by precept, and detract by rule. 

t C. intr. with from (f of). 

C1590 Greene Fr. Bacon vii. 66 Dar’st thou detract and 
derogate from him ? 1609 B ible (Douay > Hunt. xiii. 33 They 
detracted from the Land, which they had viewed. 1683 
D. A. Art Converse 106 They detract generally of all Man- 
kind. 

Til. To draw away, off, out. 

FA trans. To draw away or aside, withdraw, 
divert ( from an action or undertaking) ; refl. and 
intr. To withdraw, refrain. Obs. 

1548 Patten Exped. Scott, in Arb. Garner III. no My 
Lord Marshal . . whom no danger detracted from doing his 
enterprise. 1637 Gillespie Eng. Pop Cerent. Ep. C, There 
are too many Professours who detract themselves from 
undergoing lesser hazards for the Churches liberty. 1643 
Slingsby Diary (1836) 104 Long experience hath taught 
their General wisely to. detract from fighting. 1802 II aired 
I. 21 1 [To] detract their attention from every thing foreign, 
f 5. To draw or pull off. Obs. rare. 

1607 Topsell Four-f. Beasts (1658) 486 The skins of sheep 
. . when the wool is detracted and pulled off from them, 
f 6 . To draw out, lengthen in duration, protract, 
delay ; usually in phr. to detract time. Obs. 

1369 Sir J. Hawkins in Hawkins' Voy, (1878) 73 To de- 
tract further time. 1579 Churchyard in Arb. Garner IV. 
206 The French Horsemen . . offered a skirmish, to detract 
time. 1604 Edmonds Observ. Cvesar s Comm. 59 To linger 
and detract the war. 1603 Play Stucley in Simpson Sch. 
Shake. (xB 78) 188 Some let or other to detract our haste. 
1641 Life Wolsey in Select. Hart. Misc. [1793) 132, I would 
not have you to detract the time, for he is very sick. 

+ b. absol. or intr. To delay. Obs. 

1584 Powel Lloyd's Cambria 333 Willing the Prince to 
come thither, and doo him homage, which when the Prince 
detracted to doo, the king gathered an army to compell him 
thereto. <21392 Greene James IV 1. i, My zeal and ruth 
. .Make me lament I did detract so long. 

III. ~ Detrect. 

f 7. trans. To draw back from, decline, refuse, 
shun ; to give up, relinquish, abandon. Obs. 


. DETRACTION. 

1372 [see Detracting vbl. sb.J *577 Holinshed Chron. II. 
B b vij (N.), The English men . . minding not to detract the 
battel, sharply encounter their enimies. 1595 Locrine in. 

iv, And if Thrasimachus detract the fight . . Let him not 
boast that Brutus was his earn, 1600 AIesp. Abbot Exp. 
Jonah 634 lonas detracting his Masters businesse. 1600 
Hakluyt Voy. (1810) III. 135 The winde comming faire, 
the captaine and the master would by no means detract the 
purpose of our discovery. 1606 Holland Sue/on. 25 Neither 
held he off, and detracted fight. 

Hence Detracted ppl. a. (see the various senses 
above) ; also as sb. a calumniated person. 

1552 Huloet, Detracted, detractus, rosus, suggillatus. 
1890 T. T. Duncan Social Departure 289 The detracted’s 
enemies follow him. 

t Detracta*tioa. Obs. rare. [f. Detract v. 
+ -ATION : perhaps ad. L. detradatio or detree - 
tdtio, from detraddre , - treetdre to decline, refuse, 
also to detract from, depreciate, freq. of detrahere .] 
^Detraction 2. 

1563-87 Foxe A. $ M. (1596) 283/1, I cannot Apeake unto 
you, but to your detractation. 1646 J. Maine Serin. (1647,18 
So much Libell, or holy Detractation. 

Detraxtatory, cl. rare. [f. Detract v., or 
L. detraddre : see pree. and -ORY ] Of detracting 
or disparaging nature or tendency. 

i860 Chamb. Jml. XI V. 251 It is harsh and detractatory 
towards the author’s equals and superiors. 

Detracted, var. of Detractor. 

Detracting’ .(dftrark'tig), vbl. sb. [f. Detract 

v. + -ing *.] The action of the verb Detract, 
q.v. ; f protraction (obs.); + shunning, avoiding 
{obs.) ; disparagement, detraction. 

1572 Bossevvell Annorie 11. 83b, Fabius..so tempered 
Prudence with . . prowesse, that by detracting of battayle, 
and trayning Anniball from place to place, and . . skirmish- 
ing with hym, he niinished hys puissaunce. 1581 Savile 
Tacitus' Hist. 1. i. (1591) 1 Detracting and envyous carp- 
ing. 1581 Styward Mart. Discipl. 11. 164 The detracting of 
time shall enforce vs to take counsaile when it is to late. 
1599 Hakluyt Voy. II. 11. 335 The detracting of the time of 
our setting out. 1613 Jackson Creed 1. 331 The lewes de- 
tractings of our Sauiour. 

Detracting (dftrarktiq), ppl. a. [f. as prec. 
+ -eng 2 .] That detracts ; given to detraction ; 
disparaging, depreciative. 

1530 Palsgr. 310/1 Detractyng, belongyng to detractyon, 
detractoire. 1599 Marston Sc. Villanie 11. vi. 201 Hence 
ye big-buzzing, little-bodied Gnats . . With your malignant, 
weake, detracting vaine. 1674 tr. Scheffer's Lapland v. 14 
They are . . of a censorious and detracting humor. 1718 
Prideaux Connection 11. 11. 78 He had criticised in a very 
biting and detracting style. 1824 L. Murray Eng. Gram. 
(ed. 5) I. 398 A man who is of a detracting spirit, will mis- 
construe the most innocent words. 

Hence Detra'ctingvLy adv. 

1398 Florio, Prauamente, wickedly . . detractingly. 1761 
Murphy All in Wrong v. i, I am not fond of speaking de- 
tractingly of a young lady. 1818 Coleridge Treat. Method 
in Encycl. Metrop., Mental Philos, a 847) 16 Why Bacon 
should have spoken detractingly of such a man. 
Detraction (d/trnrkjan). [a, F. dll rad ion, in 
1 2th c. detractiun ' Ph. de Thaun\ ad. I,, detrac- 
tibn-em, n. of action from detrahere : see Detract 
v.] The action of detracting. 

1 1 . A taking away, subtraction, deduction, with- 
drawal. Obs. or arch. exc. as in b. (Cf. Detract 
v. x, 2.) 

1328 Gardiner in Pocock Rec. Ref. I. Ii. 130 Wherein., 
we saw the additions, detractions, and corrections. 1341 R. 
Copland Galyen's Terapeutyke 2 G iv, The detraction of 
blode. .ought to be doone in the partye. .moste dystaunt, & 
then in the vicerate parties. 1648 Boyle Seraph. Love xx. 
(1700) 127 With less detraction from their true Magnitude. 
1684. tr. Bond's Max. Compit . vi. 243, I approve, .rather of 
Incision, than of Detraction of the Callus. 1817 Scoresby 
in Ann. Reg. Chron. 555 A detraction of vapour from the 
circumpolar regions. 

b. A detracting, or part to be detracted from 
(merit, reputation, or the like) ; cf. sense 2. 

1633 Milton A rcades 11 Fame. .We may justly now accuse 
Of detraction from her praise: Less than half we find ex- 
pressed. 1809 Pinkney Trav. France 263 There is one 
heavy detraction . . from the excellence of the Avignonese 
climate. 1848 Dickens Dombey v, Let it be no detraction 
from the merits of Miss Tox. 

2. The action of detracting from a person’s merit 
or reputation ; the utterance of what is deprecia- 
tory or injurious to his reputation ; depreciation, 
disparagement, defamation, calumny, slander. (The 
earliest and the prevalent sense : cf. Detract v. 3 .) 

1340 Ayenb. 10 J>o miszigge]? gnode men behxnde ham 
. , j>et me clepej? pe zenne of detraccion. c 1400 Rom. Rose 
5531 With tonge woundyng . . Thurgh venomous detrac- 
cioun. c 1440 Gesta Rom. xxxvi, 145 Lesynges, /& bac* 
bitinges, and detracciouns. c 1510 Barclay Mirr. Gd. 
Manners (1370) G. j, Be no tale bearer, vse not detraction. 
1599 Marston Sco. Villanie 165 Enuies abhorred childe, 
Detraction, 1659 B. Harris Parlvat s I ron Age 53 By 
occasion of petty envies, and shamefull detractions. 1709 
Addison 7 'atler No. 102 p 5 Females addicted to Censorious- 
ness and Detraction. 1827 Hare Guesses Ser. n. (1873^ 527 
Flattery and detraction or evil speaking are, as the phrase 
is, the Scylla and Charybdis of the tongue. 1875 Manning 
Mission H. Ghost v. 139 To listen to detraction is as much 
an act of detraction as to speak it. 

+ 3 . Protraction (of time ) ; delay. Obs. (Cf. De* 
tract v. 6.) 

1579 Fenton Guicciard. in. (1599) 141 Mens .. mindes 
[began] to grow cold for the detraction and negligence which 
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tile king used. 1588 Howard Let. to Wahyngham 14 June, 
The Commissioners cannot perceive whether they.. use the 
same to detract a time for a further device ; and if our Com- 
missioners do discover any detraction in them [etc.]. 1637 
R. Humphrey tr. St. Ambrose 1. 138 Lest through detraction 
of time, those sugred baits, .ingage too far. 

+ 4 . Withdrawal, declinature, relinquishment. 
Obs. rare. (Cf. Detract v. 7.) 

1655-60 Stanley Hist. Philos. (1701) 620/2 For want of 
this renouncing or detraction. 

t Detractions (dftrse-kjbs), a. Obs. [f. De- 
traction : see -tious.] Given to detraction ; dis- 
paraging, calumnious. 

1626 T. H[awkins]Czxzz,mz"7zV HolyCrt. 202 Glue detractions 
tongues leaue . . to li[c]ke up dust. 1755 Johnson, Deroga - 
lory, detractions. 

Detractive (dtoe’ktiv), a. [a. OF. detractif 
-ive, f. L. type *detractiv~us , f. detract see De- 
tract v. and -ive.] 

1 . Conveying, of the nature of, or given to, de- 
traction ; disparaging, depreciative, defamatory, 
calumnious. 

1490 Caxton Eneydos vi. 23 To saye wordes detractiues. 
1618 Chapman Hesiod, Bk. of Days 40 Whispering out 
detractive obloquies. 1633 T. Morton Discharge 276 (T.) 
An envious and detractive adversary. 1767 Goldsm. Rom. 
Hist. (1786) II. 342 Envious and detractive. 1822 Exami- 
ner 154/ 1 Walpole shines more in the detractive and satirical, 
than in the candid and urbane. 

2 . Tending to detract from : see Detract v. 2. 

1654 W. Mountague Devoute Ess. it. iii. § 2 (R.'t Admitting 

the being of evil not at all detractive from God. 1830 
Examiner 5/2 Looked upon as detractive from the merits of 
a production. 

1 3 . * Having the power to take or draw away } 
(TO. Obs. 

1580 E. Knight Triall of Truth 28 (T.) [The surgeon] 
straightway will apply a detractive plaister. 

Hence Detractively adv., Betra-ctiveness. 

1727 Bailey vol. II, Detrastiveness , detracting Quality or 
Humour. Mod. A review detractively written. 

Detractor (d/trarktsi). Also 4-7 -tour, 5 
-towre, 6-8 -ter, 6 , 5 V. detrakker. [a. AFr. de- 
tractour—OF. detracteur , ad. L. detractor , agent- 
noun from defrahere .see Detract v.) : see -or.] 

X. One who detracts from another’s merit or re- 
putation by uttering things to his prejudice ; a 
person given to detraction; a defamer, traducer, 
calumniator, slanderer. 

1382 Wyclif Rom. i. 30 Detractouris, or opyn bacbyteris. 
1474 Caxton Chesse rr. v. D viij b, They ben. .right mordent 
and bytyng detractours. 1537 Inst. Chr. Man in Formal , . 
Faith M iv, The detractour is not glad to tell, but to hym, 
that is glad to here. 1549 Comp/. Scot. Prol. 9 To confound 
ignorant, detrakkers. 1563-87 Foxe A. # M. (1596)108/1 
A malicious detractor of Gregorie. 1598 BarckleyAV/zV. 
Man iv. (1603) 287 Instead of favourers he shall have de- 
tracted. 1633 J. Done Hist. Septuagint 147 You will not 
suffer your selfe to be perswaded by the reports of detractors. 
1720 Welton Suffer. Son of God II. xxi. 577 That which a 
Friend would excuse, .or Wink at . . the Detractor publishes 
without sparing or Reserve. 1755 Johnson, Detractor. 
1858 Doran Crt. Fools 51 Every fashion has its detractors. 
i860 Pusey Min. Profit. 281 The detractor preys on his 
brother’s flesh. 

t b. Const. from. Obs. (Cf. Detract v. 3 c.) 
i599 Marston Sco. Villame iv. 151 Vaine enuious detractor 
from the good, a 1610 Healey Epictetus (1636) Life, Lucian 
. .a perpetual detractor from all the Philosophers. 1660 R. 
Coke Power <5- Subj. 141 If Sabinianus were so malitious 
a detractor from the works of St, Gregory. 1829 Landor 
Whs. (1868) I. 160/2 It exhibits him as a detractor from 
Shakspeare. 

|j 2 . Anat . A Depressor muscle, [prop. mod.L.] 
? Obs. 

18x1 Hooper Med. Did. s. v. 1823 Crabbe Technol. Did 
Detractor ..a muscle whose office it is to draw down the 
part to which it is attached. 1883 Syd. Soc. Lex., Detractor 
.. old. name for a muscle whose office is to draw the part 
to which it is attached away from some other part. 

Detractory (d/trse-ktari), a. [ad. L. detrac - 
tori-us disparaging, slanderous, f. detractor-, see 
prec. and -ory. Cf, OF. detractoire 15th c. in 
Godef.] Tending to detract ; depreciatory, dis- 
paraging, defamatory ; = Detractive i. 

1585 Parsons Chr. Exerc. 11. i. 157 An excuse most dis- 
honourable and detractorie to the force of Christe hys grace. 
1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Bp. r. v. 17 This is not only de- 
rogatory unto the wisdome of God. .but also detractory unto 
the intellect. 1712 Swift Art Political Lying, The detrac- 
tory, or defamatory, Is a lie which takes from a great man 
the reputation that justly belongs to him. 1805 Miniature 
No. 26 ? 3 Others, .have divided them [lies] into the Addi- 
tory, Detractory, and T ranslatory. 

b. Const, from : cf. Detract v. 2, 3 c, Detractive 2. 
.1648 Boyle Seraph. Love xx. (1700) 126, I use the expres- 
sions I find less detractory from a Theme, as much above 
our Praises, as the Heav’n . .is above our Heads. 

Detractress (dztrarktres). [f. Detractor: 
see -ess.] A female detractor. 

17x6 Addison Freeholder No. 23 The said detractress shall 
be. .ordered to the lowest place of the room. 1788 Pasquin 
Childr. Thespis 11.(1702) 141 With a terrific tongue to assist 
a detractress. 

+ Detrain, v. 1 Obs. In 6 detrayne. [Cf. 
OF. detrainer to drag away, draw.] trans. To 
draw. 

*5?7 M. Grove Pelops <$• Hipp. (1878) 112 If that thou list 
. .with pensell to detrayne A picture that all other shews of 
pictures aye should stayne. 
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Detrain (dftr^n), 27.2 [LDe-IL 2 b-s- T rain 
sb., after debark , etc.] 

1. trans. To discharge from a railway train: the 
converse of entrain. (Orig. a military term.) 

x88t Globe 9 July 5 The corps travelling by the Great 
Northern and Great Eastern railways . . are * detrained’ at 
Ascot. x88s Times 20 Nov. 7 The horses were rapidly and 
safely detrained. 1892 IVhitby Gas. 26 Aug. 4 A grand total 
of 4794 persons were detrained at the Town Station. 

2 . intr. To alight from a railway train. 

x88i Graphic 3 Sept. 1 The Regiment detraining. 1882 
W. Chester (Pa.) Republican V. No. 142 The English are 
using a new word. Soldiers going out of railway cars ‘ de- 
train’. x888 Times 31 Mar., These Easter man oeuvres give 
great practice to the Volunteers in entraining and detrain- 
ing. 1890 Daily Tel. 18 July, The train, .was blocked {by 
a flood] and the passengers had to detrain. 

Hence Detrai ning vbl. sb. (also attrib.). 

1885 A. Forbes in xgtk Cent. XVII. 635 Their trained 
labourers are deftly building detraining platforms. 1887 
Times 8 Apr. 4/3 Strict silence is to be maintained during 
entraining and detraining. 

t Detray*, v. Obs . [ad. OF. detrai-re {de- 
tray-ant) — Pr. detraire, Pg. detrahir, It. detrarre 
:—L. dctrahcre to draw off or away, Detract &.] 

1 . trans. To take away, subtract, remove ; — 

Detract v . i, 2 . 

1509 Hawes Past. Pleas. 56 The walles .. dyd .. expres, 
With golde depaynted, every perfyte nombre, To adde, de- 
traye, and to devyde asonder. Ibid. xxx. xx, That she your 
sorow may detray or slake, c 1520 Wolsey in Burnet Hist. 
Ref. IL 90, Ye be put at liberty to add, detray . . chuse or 
mend, as ye shall think good. 

2 . To disparage, calumniate; = Detract 27. 3. 

c 1475 Babees Bk. 205 (1868) 8 Prayyng. . Of this labour that 
no wihte me detray. 

3 . To withdraw; = Detract v. 4. 

15x7 H. Watson Shyppe of F'ooles A ij, And you be of the 
nombre of the fooles moundaynes that ye may lerne som- 
what for to detraye you out of the shyp stultyfere. 

f Detre’Ct, V. Obs. [ad. L. detrecta-re (also 
-tractdre) to decline, refuse, also to detract from, 
depreciate, freq. of detrahere : see Detract 27 .] 

1 . trans. To draw back from, decline, refuse ; — 
Detract v. 7. (With simple obj. or inf.) 

1542 Henry VIII Declar. Scots D ij b, They detrected the 
doing of theyr duetie. 1543 Becon Policy of War Early 
Wks. (1843) 235 Whosoever detrecteth ana refuseth to do 
for his country whatsoever lieth in his power, a 1619 
Fotherby Atheom. n. i. § 8 (1622) 194 Hee detrected his 
going into Egypt, vpon a pretence, that he was not eloquent. 
1629 H. Burton Babel no Bethel 75 We detrect not to hold 
communion with her. 1661 G. Rust Origen in Phenix 
(1721) I. 83 A Testimony of that great Power your Com- 
mands have over me, which you see I have not detrected. 

absol. 1630 B. Jonson New Inn a. vi, Doe not detrect : 
you know th’ authority Is mine. 

2 . To disparage, depreciate, speak evil of, blame ; 

* Detract v . 3. 

1563 W in^et Four Scoir Thre Quest. § 64 Wks. 1888 1. 116 
Quhy detrect 3e and rebukis ws Catholikis for the obserua- 
tioun thairof. 

Betrectation (dztrekt^’Jbn). rare . [ad. L. 
detrectation-em , n. of action from detrectare : see 
prec.] A drawing back, refusal, declinature. 

1623 Cockeram, Detredation, a refusing to doe a thing. 
a 1647 Bp. Hall Rent. Wks. (1660) II. 308 The more hate- 
ful is the detrectation of our observance. 1789 Bentham 
Princ. Legist, xvu § 27 (1879 J 237 If he was [in possession], 
it may be termed wrongful abdication of trust; if not, 
wrongful detredation or non-assumption. 

f Betre*ncll, v. Obs . [a. OF. detrenchier, -cher 
(also -tranchier) to cut, cut away, cut off, f. De- L 
2 + trencher , trancher to cut.] 

1 . trans. To cut asunder or through. 

1398TREVISA Barth. De P. R. v. lx. (1495) 176 A synewe 

whyche is kytte asondre and detrenchyd growyth neuer 
after. 1491 Caxton Vitas Pair. (W. de W. 1495) 1. xxxvi. 
39 a/! Wyth his teeth he detrenched and bote his tonge. 
c 1500 Melusine xxii. 146 He detrenched & cutte the two 
maister vaynes of his nek. 

2 . To cut up, cut or hew in pieces ; to inflict 
severe slaughter upon, £ cut to pieces * in battle. 

1470-85 Malory Arthur v. yi, Sir Launcelot with suche 
knyghtes as he hadde . . slewe and detrenchid many of the 
Romayns. cx 477 Caxton Jason iii We shall rendre to 
the thy sone slayn and detrenched by pieces. C1489 — 
Blanchardyn xx. 63 He detrenched and kutte bothe horses 
and knyghtes, he clone and rent helmes and sheldes. 

3 . To cut off, sever by cutting. 

1553 T. Wilson Rhet. 38 b. If your hande were detrenched, 
or youre bodie maimed with some soubdaine stroake. 

4 . fig. To cut away, cut down, retrench, curtail. 

1654 H. L’Estrange Chas. /, (1655) 183 Had the king 

yeelded to a detrenching some luxuriances of his Preroga- 
tive. Ibid. 2x6 Many would detrench from them their secular 
power. 

f Detre’SSed, ppl. a. Obs. [f. F. ditressi t OF. 
destrecii (13th c.), f. de-, des - (De- I. 6) + tress/ 
arranged in a tress or tresses, f. tresse Tress.] 
Of hair : Out of ‘ tress ’ or plait ; hanging loose. 

1500-20 Dunbar Poems Ixxvii. 43 Syne come thair four 
and twentie madinis3ing. . With hair detressit, as threidis of 
gold did hing. 1603 Holland Plutarch's Rom. Quest . (1892) 
22 With their haires detressed and hanging downe loose. 

Detriment (detriment], sb. Also 5-6 detry- 
ment. [a. F. detriment (1236 in Hatzf.-Darm.), 
ad. L. detrimentum loss, damage, detriment, f. 
deterere {detrivi, detrit -) to wear away, impair,] 
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1. Loss or damage done or caused to, or sustained 
by, any person or thing, 

a 1440 Found. St. Bartholomew's 24 Dumme he was 
know . . berynge heuyly the detrimente of his tonge. 1529 
Ad 21 Hen. b ill, c. x6. § xx To the great Detriment of 
our own natural Subjects. 1533 Elyot Cast . H elthe 11. iii. 
(1539) 17 a, Nature shulde susteyne treble detriment. 1542 
Boordf, Dyetary vii. (1870) 243 Yf he . . kse hym selfe, and 
bryng hym selfe to a detryment. 1548 Staunford King's 
Prerog. v. (1567) 25 b, Note that sometymes the king is to 
take a detriment by the liuere with y 0 particion. x6x6 R. C. 
Times' Whistle iii. 1032 Thinkst thou Peeters chaire.^Can 
free thee from eternall detriment ? 1663 Butler Hud. 1. ii. 929 
Sole author of all Detriment He and his Fiddle underwen t. 
1756-7 ti*. Keysler's Trav. (1760) III. 419 Lest any detri- 
ment might accrue to the heirs. 1859 Mill Liberty iii. 
(1865) 40/1 The luxury of doing as they like without detri- 
ment to their estimation. 1875 Lyell Princ. Geol. II. m. 
xl. 393 [Seeds] may be carried without detriment through 
climates where the plants themselves would instantly perish. 

b. That which causes or embodies a loss ; some- 
thing detrimental. 

1504 Atkynson tr. De Imitatione 1. Iv, Those thynges that 
he the hurt of theyr owne soules & the detriment of theyr 
neyghboure. 1548 Ld. Somerset Epist. Scots B yj b. This 
forein helpeisyour confusion, that succour is your detriment. 
1664 Evelyn Kal. Hort. (1729) 187 Some of them must of 
Necessity be neglected, .wnich is the greatest Detriment to 
this Mysteiy. 1855 FIt. Martineau Auiobiog.l. 400 Their 
advocacy of Woman’s cause becomes mere detriment. 

2. Astro/. The position or condition of a planet 
when in the sign opposite its house ; a condition 
of weakness or disti ess. 

2632 Massinger City Madam n. Ii, Saturn out of all digni- 
ties, in his detriment and fall, combust. x66o H . More Myst. 
Godliness vii. xv. 342 Saturn, Jupiter and Mars from their 
conjunction to their opposition with the Sun are Oriental, 
and gain two fortitudes ; but from their Opposition to their 
Conjunction are Occidental, and incur two detriments. 

3. Her. Eclipse (of sun or moon) ; also, the in- 
visible phase of the moon at her change. 

i6ioGuii.uM//<?^/z/?y ni.iii.(x66o xxo [see D ecrement xc]. 
Ibid. 1x2 He beareth, Argent, a Moon in her detriment or 
Eclipse, Sable. 1688 R. Holme Armoury 11. 22/1 This is. . 
a Moon in her detriment or Eclipse. 1839 Bailey Fes t us 
(1872) X2i Nor moon’s dim detriment. 

4. pi. The name of certain small charges made 
by colleges and similar societies upon their mem- 
bers. 

The ‘detriments’ at Cambridge corresponded to the ‘de- 
crements’ at Oxford, and appear to have been originally 
deductions from the stipends of foundation members on 
account of small extras for the table, etc., not included in 
their statutory or customary commons ; the charge was 
afterwards extended to all members and students of the 
colleges. See Fowler Hist. C.C.C. (O. H.S.) 3S4-. 

1670 Eachard Cent. Clergy 20 A solemn admission, and a 
formal paying of Colledge-Detriments. 1686 Kem on MSS. in 
14th Rep. Hist. MSS. Comm. App. iv. 185 His bill of June 24 
£16585. ^11:09 : xx. His detriments, De. to June 24 [x6]86 
>£02:17: 03L 1705 Order-book of Christ's Coll. Camp. (MS.) 
6 Nov., The Schollars to be eased Jn their detriments from 
1 June to 1 November. We’ll think of a Method in the 
meantime, 

5. pi. Ruins (of buildings). 

1632 Lithgow Trav. v. 200 The stony heapes of Jericho, 
the detriments of Thebes, the relicts of Tyrus. Ibid, ix. 402 
We came . . to the detriments of Messina. 

De triment, v. [f. prec. sb.] trans. To cause 
loss or damage to ; to damage, injure, hurt. 

1621 W. Sclater Tythes (1623) 226 His losse of reserued 
time, already so detrimented in his hallowed substance. 
1659 Fuller App. Inf Jnnoc. u 7 That others might be de- 
trimented thereby. 1678 Marvell Growth Popery 35 Upon 
the Ballance of the French Trade, this Nation was detri- 
mented yearly 900000/. or a Million. 1743 Lond. <5- Coun- 
try Brevu. 11. (ed. 2) X12 This ill forceable usage, .clogs and 
detriments the fine penetrating Particles. 1841 DTsraeli 
Amen. Lit. (1867) 122 The disuse of the French would de- 
triment their intercourse abroad. 

Detrimental (detrimental), a. and sb. [f. 
Detriment sb. + -al.] 

A. adj. Causing loss or damage ; harmful, in- 
jurious, hurtful. 

2656 Blount Glossogr., Detrimental, hurtful, dangerous, 
full of loss, a x66x Fuller Worthies (1840) L 281 A gift 
indeed. .loaded with no detrimental conditions. 1719 W. 
Wood ..S’ w?'. Trade 84 That the Trade, .is most detrimental 
to the Nation, x8ox Med. J-rnl. V. 1 Particularly detri- 
mental to the_ constitution. 1872 Yeats Growth Comm. 271 
Their admission was detrimental to French industry. 1875 
Jowett Plato (ed. 2) IV. 53 Paradoxes . . which [are] . . 
detrimental to the true course of thought. 

B. sb. A person or thing that is prejudicial ; in 
Society slang, a younger brother of the heir of an 
estate ; a ineligible suitor. 

1831 Westm.Rev. XIV. 424 The eldest son Is pursued by 
. .damsels, while the younger are termed * detrimentals ’ . . 
and avoided by ‘ mothers and daughters ’ as more dangerous 
company than the plague. 1832 Marryat N. Forster xxv, 
These detrimentals (as they have named themselves) may 
be provided for. 2854 Lady Lytton Behind the Scenes I. 
11. iii. 188 There were also plenty of detrimentals, such as 
younger brothers, unpaid red tapeists, heiress-seekers, and 
political connection-hunters. 1870 C. F. Gordon-Cumming in 
Gd. Words 137/1 The sisters of the wife being considered 
detrimentals, are placed in Buddhist convents. x88 6Househ. 
Words 13 Mar. 400 (Farmer) A detrimental, in genteel slang, 
is a lover, who, owing to his poverty is ineligible as a hus- 
band ; or one who professes to pay attentions to a lady 
without serious intention of marriage, and thereby discour- 
ages the intentions of others. 1893 Mrs. C. Praed Outlaw 

Lawmaker II. 80 Mrs. Valliant. .thought that the detri- 
mentals kept off desirable suitors. 


DETRIMENTALLY. 

' Hence Betrimentality, Detrime-utalness. 

1727 Baxley vol. II, Detrimentalness , prejudicialness. 
1873 Daily News 5 Aug., When you are hinting to your 
fair daughter the detrimentality of Charlie Fraser, . who has 
his subaltern’s pay and about 50/. a year thrown in. 

Detrimentally (detrimental!), adv. [f. prec. 
+ -ly la a manner causing detriment or harm ; 
hurtfully. 

1879 H. Spencer Data of Ethics iv. § 22. do The loss of 
character detrimentally affects his business. 1886 Law 
Times' Ref. LXII. 674/1 The exercise of the franchise by 
its servants cannot prejudicially or- detrimentally affect the 
Crown. 

Detrimemtary, a. rare. [f. Detriment sb. + 
-Ait y. Cf. Elementary.] —Detrimentals. 

1841 Fraser’s Mag.* XXV. 27 An internal commotion ... 
detrimentary to the high trust he held. 

t Betrimemtous, a. Oh. [f. as prec. + -ous.] 
— Detrimental a, 

1648 J. Goodwin R ight fy Might 24 It . . would be detri- 
mentous and destructive to it. Jhid. 40 Counsels . . detri- 
mentousand destructive to the general],., interest. 
Betrital (dftrortai), a. Physiogr . [f. Detrit- 
us + -al.] Of or pertaining to. detritus ; consisting 
of particles worn away from some solid body. 

183a De la Beche Geol. Man. (ed. 2) 249 The detrital de- 
posits of the country. 1853 Kane Grinnell Exp. xlviii. (1856) 
455 The valleys were studded with ..rocks, and a detrital 
paste resembling till. 1869 Phillips Vesuv. vii. 173 Where 
atmospheric vicissitudes have produced detrital slopes, 1878 
Huxley Physiogr. 132 The detrital matter which is worn 
away from the land and carried along by rivers. 

f Detrrte, pph a. 0 h\— 0 [ad. L. detritus, pa. 
pple. of deter ere to wear away.] W ora down, worn 
away. 

1656 Blount Glossogr., Detrite, worn out, bruised, or con- 
sumed. 

Detrited (d/trorted'i, ppl. a. [as prec. + -ed.] 

1. Worn down. 

1697 Evelyn Nnmism. iv. xo Some of our worn-out and 
detrited Harry Groats. 1S87 M Q. 7th her. 3 Sept. 194/2 
A halfpenny detrited. 

2 . Geol. Disintegrated ; formed as detritus. 

1853 Kan d Grinnell Exp. xlviii. {18561 448 A long earthen 
stain, garnished probably with detrited rubbish, extended 
down like the lines of a moraine, 1856 — A ret. Ex ft. II. 
xv. 357 Impregnated throughout with detrited matter. 

Betri‘tic, a. rare. [f. Detrit-uk + -ie.] - 
Detrital. 

1843 Portlock Geof 514 The stream . .runs through a deep 
detritic ravine. 

Detrition (d/t> ijbn), [n. of action f. L. de- 
ter ere, ppl. st'un detrit to wear away, nib away. 
Cf. mod.F. detrition (in Cuvier).] The action of 
wearing away by rubbing. 

1674 Petty Disc. Dufl. Proportion 125 Gross tangible 
Bodies being very mutable by the various Additions and 
Detritions that befal them. 1741 Monro A nai . Bones (ed. 3) 
55 The Uses of Cartilages . . are, to allow. .Bones . . to slide 
easily without Detrition. 1890 Nature 27 Nov. 90 Detrition 
has made it as smooth as the shingle pebbles on our shores. 
1893 Dublin Rev. July 733 What remains after centuries of 
detrition and denudation. 

Detritus (dftrei't^s). Physiogr. [a. L. detritus 
(w-stera) rubbing away. 

The proper meaning of the L. word appears in sense 1. 
The etymologically improper sense 2 may have been taken 
from French, in which detritus is cited of date 1700 by 
Hatz.-Darm. Earlier in the century, according to the Diet, 
de T rSvoux, the more correct detritum was used in F.] 
f 1 . Wearing away or down by detrition, disin- 
tegration, decomposition. Obs. 

1795 Hutton Theory of Earth (,1797) I.115 Such materials 
as might come from the detritus of granite. Ibid. 206 , 1 have 
nowhere said that all the soil of this earth is made from the 
decomposition or detritus of these stony substances. x 3 oa 
Playfair lllustr. Hutton. Tk. Wks. 1 822 1 . 63 The effects 
of waste and detritus. Ibid. 1x3 Proofs of a detritus which 
nothing can resist. Ibid. 123 The waste and detritus to 
which all things are subject. 

2 . Matter produced by the detrition or wearing 
away of exposed surfaces, especially the gravel, 
sand, clay, or other material eroded and washed 
away by aqueous agency ; a mass or formation of 
this nature. 

1802 Playfair lllustr. Hutton. 7 ’A Wks. 1822 I. 409 The 
quantity of detritus brought down by the rivers. Ibid. 425 
The distance to which the detritus from the land is con- 
fessedly carried. 1802 — in Editi. Rev. 1. 207 When the 
detritus of the land is delivered by the rivers into the sea, 
1823 W. Buckland Relit]. Diluv. 26 Deposits of diluvial 
detritus, like the surface gravel beds of England. 1832 De 
la Beche Geol. Man. (ed. 2) 210 The whole is evidently 
a detritus of the Alpine rocks, and in it organic remains are 
by no means common. 1851 Mayne Reid Scalp Hunt, xli, 
we entered the canon, and galloped over the detritus. 1862 
Dana Man. Geol. 643 The fine earthy material deposited by 
streams or their sediment, is called silt or detritus. 2876 
Page Adv . Text-bk. Geol xix 389 That broad valley . . 
covered to an immense depth with an angular detritus. 

, 3 . transf. and fig. Waste or disintegrated material 
of any kind ; debris. 

1834 J. Forbes Lacnnec's Dis. Chest (ed. 4) 189 The walls 
of this abscess had . . no surface, the pus being observed 
gradually to pass into a purulent detritus, and this into 
a firmer tissue. 1849 H. Rogers Ess. II. vi. 306 The loose 
detritus of thought, washed down to us through long ages. 
1851 Sir F. Palgrave Norm. % Eng. I. 701 The detritus of 
languages covering the Northern Gauls. *876 tr. Wagner's 
Gen. Pathol. 392 The red blood-corpuscles and fibrinous 
detritus, .are reabsorbed. , 
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b. An accumulation of debris of any sort. 

1851 Layard Pop. Acc. Dis<'ov. Nineveh vii. 134 We found 
ourselves at the foot of an almost perpendicular detritus of 
loose stones. 1866 R. Chambers Ew. Ser. 1. 385 I here is 
a detritus of ruin in every comer, composed of broken toys, 
sofa -pillows, foot stools. 

De fcrop : see De II. 

Detrude (dftrird), v. [ad.L detrudere X o thrust 
away or down, f. De- I. 1, 2 4- triidere to thrust] 

1 . irans. To thrust, push, or force down. {lit. 
and fig.) 

1548 Hall Chron., Rick. HI , an. 3 (R.). And theim to cast 
and detrude sodaynly into continual capriuitie and bondage. 
1638 Sir T. Herbert 7 fast. ted. 2) 216 His wife Semiramys 
detruded him into prison. 3644 H. Parker fins Pop. 51 
This want detrudes them into a condition below beasts. 
1728 46 Thomson Spring 567 The torpid sap, detruded to 
the root By wintry winds. 1885 \V . Roberts Treat. U nnary 
Dis. in. xiv. t,ed. 4) 673 The right kidney, .could be detruded 
downwards. 

2 . To thrust out or away ; to expel or repel forci- 
bly. {lit. and fig.) 

*555 Abp. Parker Ps. xxxviii. 109 Detrude me not a 1575 
Diurn. Occurrents ( 1 833) 1 52 [Theyjdetrudit the mimstarie of 
Goddis word. 1627-77 Feltham Resolves 11. Ivi. 274 To be 
detruded Heaven for his meerly pride and malice. _ 1664 
Power Exp. Philos, w. 138 The included Ayr . , striving to 
dilate itself, detrudes the Quicksilver. 1751 Harris H ermes 
n. iii. (3786) 26 6 Not a word . , is detruded from its proper 
place. 1847 Todd Cycl. Ana/. IV. 83/2 Tartar, .sometimes 
detrudes this [tooth] from its socket. 

Detruncate (dAr^qk^ti, v. [f. ppl. stem of 
L. detruncare to lop off, f. De- I. 2 + tnmedre to 
cut off, maim.] trans. To shorten by lopping off 
a portion {lit. and fig.) ; to cut short, * cut down \ 
Hence Detrirncated ppl. a. —Truncated. 

1623 Cocker am, Detruncate , to cut or lop boughs. 1727 
; Bailey vol. II, Detruncated , cut or chopped off ; beheaded. 

! 1846 Landor Wks. ( 1868) I. 537/2 Which . . would detruncate 
our rank expenditure. 1877 Burnett Ear 46 In the wide end 
of a detruncated cone. 1885 H. Conway Family Affair vi. 
He had not yet detruncated a [china] Chelsea figure. 

Detruncation (dJti^ijk^-pn). _ [ad. L. de- 
trunedtidn-em a lopping off, n. of action f. detrun- 
edre : see prec. Cf. mod F. dftroncation . ] The 
action of cutting off or cutting short ; the fact or 
condition of being cut short, {lit. and fig.) 

1623 Cocker am, Detruncation , a lopping or cutting. 1651 
Biggs New Disp. U287 Detruncation or diminution of their 
strength. 1751 Johnson Rambler No. 88 f ix This detrun- 
cation of our syllables. 1845 Blackw. Mag. LVII, 523 Not 
a perilous gash, but a detruncation fatal to the living frame. 
1877 Burnett 74/12*43 Two detruncated cones placed together 
at their points of detruncation. 

b. Obstetric Surg. (See quot.) 

1847 Craig, Detruncation , The separation of the trunk of 
the foetus from the head, the latter remaining in ntero. 
18831° Syd. Soc. Lex. 

fBetru*nk, v. Obs. [ad. L. detruncare to lop 
off; after Trunk.] trans. To cut off lop off. 

1566 Duant Horace' Sat. iii. G vj b, When she of dolefull 
chylcle The head detruncte dyd beare about. 1654 H. 
I/Estrange Chas. / (1655) 80 This Petition they thought 
would detrunck too much and some thought strike at the 
very root of that Prerogative. 

t Detrirse, v. Sc. Obs. [f. L. detriis - ppl. 
stem of detrudere.’] By-form of Detrude. 

1571 Sempill Balia tes (1872) 126 Gif ye neglect, than God 
. .Will from yat rowme tnoill you to be detrusit. 

Betrusxoii (d/ti^^on). [ad. laie L, detrusion 
-cm, n. of action f. detrudere, ppl. stem detriis-, 
to thrust down or away.] The action of thrusting 
down or away ( lit. and fig.) ; cf. Detrude. 

Force of del rusion in Mech. — downward thrust. 

1620 Bp. Hall Hon. Mar. Clergie hi. §6 Insolent detru- 
sion of imperiall authority. _ 1635 Swan Spec. M. v. §2 
(1643) 180 By. .violent detrusion from the cloud wherein it 
was enclosed. 1707 Norris Humility vii. 306 A detrusion 
into the bottomless pit. i855_Milman Lat. Ckr. (1864; IX. 
xiv. i. 51 The detrusion from its autocratic, .throne. 

Detrusor (dtaL sax). Also 6 Sc. «ar, [agent- 
noun from L. detrudere, detrus- to Detrude.] 
fl. One who thrusts away or rejects. Obs. 

1S71 Sempill Ballates (1872) X21 Detrusaris, refuisaris Of 
hir authoritie, 

2 . Anat. [mod.L, ; in full detrusor urinsei] Name 
for the muscular coat of the bladder, by the con- 
traction of which the urine is expelled. 

[3706 in Phillips (ed. Kersey), Detrusor Urines.) 1766 
Parsons in Phil. Trans. LVI. 215 The detrusor muscle of 
the. . urinary bladder. 1876 Gross Dis. Bladder 55 The 
internal fibres of the detrusor muscle. 

t Detruss (d/tr# s), v. Obs . Also 5 destruss. 
[a. OF. destrousser , detroucer, mod.Y.dPr-, to de- 
spoil one of his trousses, i.e. baggage, to rob, pil- 
lage,^//-, des-, 'L.dis-+ trousse bundle, pi. baggage.] 
trans. To spoil, plunder (of baggageh 
1475 Bk. Noblesse 65 Wyth greteaventur be scapytb. .but 
lie levyth hys felyshyp destrussed. 1598 Basket Tkeor. 
Warres iv. i. 100 That the enemy detrus.se him not thereof 
[munition]. Ibid. v. ii, X42 To detrusse the enemies conuoy, 
Dette, detter, -our, etc., obs. ff. Debt, Debtor. 
Detton, obs. var, of Detent sb. 
f De ttjr, a. Obs. [a. OF.: detf, detie t f. dete : 
L. type *debitdtus , f. debit a debt.] 

1 . Owed, clue. 

1387 Trevisa Higden (Rolls) V. 7 To 3elde nou^t what is 
detty \qnod debetuf\. Jhid. VI. 225 pe detty travaylle of 
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service and of psalmes [debitum psalmod m Pensnm. ] 1483 
Caxton Gold. Leg. 392 b/2 Detty trauayle of seruise. 

2. Indebted. 

1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. xv. lvii, (1495) S09 She 
shewyth herselfe detty to wise men and vnwise. 

f Detarmefy, obs. [De- II. I ] intr. To 
lose swollen condition, subside from being swollen. 

1684 tr. Bonet’s Merc. Comfit, xiv. 485 If it be fomented 
with very cold Water, it will detumefie. 

Detumescence (dftiwme-sens). [f. L. detit- 
mescere to cease or subside from swelling (f. De- 
I. 6 +• tumescere to begin to swell) : see -ence. So 
in mod.F. (1792 in Hatzf.-Darm.)] Subsidence 
from swelling, or ( fig.) from tumult. 

1678 Cudworth Intell. Syst. 581 The Wider the Circulat- 
ing Wave grows, still hath it the more Subsidence and 
Detumescence. 1704 W. Cowper in Phil. Trans. XXV. 
1584 Unfitness for its retraction till there is a detumescence 
of its Gians. 1883 Farrar & Poole Gen. Aims Teacher 
10 The School was in the detumescence of a most ruinous 
rebellion. 1883 Syd. Soc. Lex., Detumescence, the subsi- 
dence of a swelling, or the absorption of a tumour. 

jDetuiJOW, -mie, obs. ff. Detinue. 

Detun (dftzAi). [L. detur let there be given 
( dare to give).] A prize of books given annually at 
Harvard College, U.S., to meritorious students: 
so called frem the first word of the accompanying 
Latin inscription. 

(The prizes are provided from the bequest of the Hon. Ed- 
ward Hopkins who died in 1657.) 

1836 Lowell Lett. (18941 I. xo The ‘deturs ’ have been 
given out, and I have got Akenside’s Poems. 1883 Harvard 
Uuiv. Catal. 110 A distribution of books called Deturs is 
made, .near the beginning of the Academic Year, to meri- 
torious students of one year’s standing. Deturs are also 
iven to.. members of the Junior Class who.. have made 
ecided improvement in scholarship. Last year twenty- 
nine Deturs were given in the Sophomore Class and five m 
the junior Class. 

t Detu'rb, V. Obs. [ad. L. deturb-dre to thrust 
down, f. De- 1 . 1 + Un bare 10 disturb, disorder.] 
trans. To drive or beat down ; to thrust out. 

1609 Bp. W. Barlow Answ. Nameless Cath. 243 That 
thou be . . deturbed or tumbled out of the possession of thy 
Kingdome. 1620 Venner Via Recta ii. 24 They deturbe 
the meats from the stomacke. 1636 Brathwait Lives Rom. 
limp . 303 Hee deturbed the aforesaid Pope from the seate. 
*652 Bi>. Hall Invisible World iv. (L.) As soon may the 
walls of heaven be scaled and thy throne deturbed, as he 
can be foiled that is defenced within thy power. 1657 
Tomlinson Renou's Disp. 640 These Trochisks. .potently 
deturb such humours. 

t Betu'rfoate, v. Oh. rare— 1 , [f. L. deturbdt - 
ppl. stem of deturbdre : see prec.] — prec. 

1563-87 Foxk A. <Jr M. (1684) I. 662/1 This your rejecting, 
expelling, .deturbatmg and thrusting out of Anatholius. 

So j* Deturba tion Obs. rare — °. 

*72 7 Bailey vol. II, Deturbation , a casting or throwing 
down from on high ; also a troubling or disturbing. 

+ Deturn (dft^ jn), v. Oh. [a. F. ddtourne-r 
(in OF. desturner, whence Distuhn), f. dd-, des - 
L. dis- (Dis- 1) + to timer to Turn.] tram. To 
turn away or aside ; to divert, cause to deviate. 

a 1450 Knt. de la Tour ci. 134 To deurrne hym from 
eueri euelle dede. 1607 Sc. Act Jas. VI (x8i6i 388 (Jam.) 
To alter and cl ° turn e a liiill the said way to the ... better 
travelling for the lieges. 1644 Ligby Nat. Bodies xi. (1658) 

1 17 The force that can deturn a feather from its course down- 
wards, is not able to deturn a stone. 1745 Chesterf. Lett. 
I. cii. Let nothing deturn you from the thing you are about. 

f Detu*rpate, ppl- a. Obs. In 6 -at. [ad,L. 
detur pdt-us, pa. pple. of deturpdre. ] Defiled. 

# c 1532 Dewes In trod. Fr. in Palsgr, 1046 The saydglasse 
is nat deturpat nor made foule. 

t Betnrpate (dft^up^t), v. Obs. [f. ppl. stem 
of L. deturpdre to disfigure, f. De- I. 3 + turpare 
to make unsightly, pollute, deform, disgrace, f. 
turpis foul, disgraceful,] 

1 . trans . To defile, pollute ; to debase. 

1623 Cockeram, Deturf ate, to defile. 1628 PrynneXuza?* 
lockes 52 These Vn Christian cultures, which Defile, Pollute, 
Deturpate and deforme our Soules. 2647 Jer.^ Taylor 
Dissuas. Popery i. (x686) 99 I'he heresies and impieties 
which had deturpatedyhe face of the Church. 1657 Tomlin- 
son Renou's Disp., Nigritude deturpates them [the Teeth]. 

2 . intr. To become vile or base. 

1691 Wood Aik. Oxon. II. 484 He did nothing but detur- 
pate, and so continued worse and worse till his death. 1833 
Fraser's Mag. VII. 635 He afterwards deturpated, and 
became idle, dissipated, and reckless, 
t Beturpa*tioii. Obs. [n. of action 1 prec. ; 
see -ation.J Defilement, debasement. 

1490 Caxton Etieydos xxviii. xxo Alle the deturpacyons 
and the hardenesse of olde age. x66o J er. Taylor Duct. 
D nbit. 11. iii. rule xiv. §29 The corrections and deturpations 
and mistakes of transcribers. 

Detynu^e, obs, form of Detinue. 

Deu, obs. form of Dew, Due. 

Deubaeh, obs. form of Dubash. 
t Deu-bert. Obs. [? f. Dew.] One of the old 
appellations given to the hare. 

ax 323 Names of Hare in Rel. Ant. I. 133 The scot, the 
deubert. The gras-bitere, the goibert. 

Deuce 1 (diz?s). Forms : 5-6 deux, 6 dewse, 
deuis, 6-7 dewes, deuse, 7 dews, deus, 7-9 
duee, 6- deuce, [a. F* deux, OF. deus two. The 
-ce regularly represents earlier -s, as in peace, pence, 
defence, etc.] ' ;; 
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1 . The two at dice or cards, a. Dice, That side 
of the die that is marked with two pips or spots ; 
a throw which turns up this side. 

1519 Horman V idg. 280 b, Deuce and synke were nat in 
the olde dyce. 1598 Florio, Duini , two dewses at dice. 
1605 Camden Rem. 148 Two in a garret casting dews at 
dice, a 1680 Butler Rem. (1759) I. 81 Or settling it in 
Trust to Uses, Out of his Pow'r, on Trays and Deuses. 1773 
Foote Nabob n. Wks. 1799 II. 301 Tray, ace, or two deuces. 

b. Cards. That card of any suit which is marked 
with two spots. 

2680 Cotton Gamester in Singer Hist. Cards 343 They. . 
carry about .. treys, deuces, aces, &c. in their pockets. 1775 
Gough in A rcheeologia (1787) VIII. 154 On the duce of 
acorns besides the card-maker's arms is [etc.]. 1853 Lytton 
My Novel 1. xii, My partner has turned up a deuce— deuce 
of hearts. 

2 , Tennis. £ =■ It. a due,Y . a deux de jeui] A term 
denoting that the two sides have each gained three 
points (called 40) in a game (or five games in a 
set), in which case two successive points (or games) 
must be gained in order to win the game (or set). 
(See Advantage sb. 2.) Also attrib. 

1598 Florio, Adua.. a dewce, at tennice play. 1816 
Encycl. Perth. XX II. 221 Instead of calling it 40 at all, it 
is called deuce. 1878 Jul. Marshall Annals of Tennis 1 34 
Scaino [in 1555] then tells his readers that [the scoring is] 

1 at two. (a due) ' as it is called when the game is reduced or 
4 set 1 to two strokes to be gained, in order to win it. The 
term, .a due is still preserved in the French form a deux, 
corrupted in English into deuce. 1882 Daily Tel. 18 July 

2 The game ran to 30 all, and then deuce was called twice. 
1885 Pall Mall G. 12 May ix/i The concluding game was 
so close that deuce and advantage were repeatedly called, 
and the set more than once hung on a single difficult stroke. 

+ 3 . Mus. The interval of a second. Ohs. rare. 
1829 R. H. Froude Rem. (1838 I. 237, I also can acknow- 
ledge a discord in a deuce and a seventh. 

4 . slang. Twopence. 

a 1700 B. E. Diet. Cant. Crew , A Duce, two Pence. 
1851 Mayhew Loud. Labour 1 . 256 Give him a ‘ deuce ’ and 
‘stall him off 

5 . Comb, deuce-ace, two and one (i.e. a throw 
that turns up deuce with one die and ace with the 
other) ; hence, a poor throw, bad luck, mean estate, 
the lower class (cf. Ger. dans es, s.v. Daus in 
Grimm) ; deuce-point, the second point from 
either end of the board at backgammon. 

1481 Caxton Reynard (Arb.) 47 He was a pylgrym of deux 
aas [FI. een pellegrym van doys aes], 1588 Shaks. L.L.L. 

1. ii. 49 You know bow much the groase summe of deus-ace 
amounts to . .Which the base vulgar call three. 1596 Gosson 
in H azl. E. P. P. IV. 254 Deuse-ace fals still to be their 
chance. 1609 Ev. Woman in Hum, iv. i. in Bullen O. PL 
IV, Twere better, by thrice deuce-ace, in a weeke [etc.]. 
1658 J. Jones Ovid's Ibis 75 Deuce Ace cannot pay scot 
and lot, and Sice Sink will not pay : Be it known to all, what 
payments fall must light on Cater Tray [i. e, the middle 
classes]. 1766 Goldsm. Vic. W. ii, I threw deuce-ace five 
times running. 1778 C. Jones Hoyle's Games Impr. 179 Sup- 
pose, that 14 of his Men are placed upon his Adversary's 
Ace Point, and one Man upon his Adversary’s Deuce Point. 
1894 F. S. Ellis Reynard the Fox 336 That which is likened 
to deuce ace Hath in esteem the lowest place. 

Deuce 2 (diws). colloq. or slang. Also 7 dewce, 
7-8 deuse, 7-9 duce, 8 dewse, 9 dial, doose. 
[Prob. from LG. in 17th c. : cf.Ger. daus, LG. duus, 
used in precisely the same way, in the exclamatory 
der dates / was der daus . . . / LG. de duus 1 zuat 
de duus ! 

The derivation of German dates is disputed : but there is 
reason to think that it is the same word as das daus — the 
Deuce 3 at dice (where * two' is the lowest and most unlucky 
throw', the gender being changed when the gambler’s ex- 
clamation of vexation 4 the deuce ! ’ was metamorphosed 
into a personal expletive. A parallel development is known 
in Danish where the plural sb, pokker ‘pocks, pox’, has 
come Jo be felt as a singular, and to be taken for ‘ the devil’, 
from its use in imprecations such as Gid pokker havde dct l 
Would that a pox had that !, Pokker staa i del f A pox on 
that 1 Hvad pokker er del ? What the pox (devil) is that ? 
{See Pox.) (On other conjectural identifications see Rev. 
A. L. Mayhew in Academy 30 Jan. 1892, p. nx.}] 

a. Bad luck, plague, mischief ; in imprecations 
and exclamations, as a deuce on him l a deuce of 
his cane ! b. The personification or spirit of mis- 
chief, the devil. Originally, in exclamatory and 
interjectional phrases ; often as a mere expression 
of impatience or emphasis ; as, what the (t what a) 
deuce?, so, who, how , where , when the deuce? 
(the) deuce take it /, the deuce is in it l Later, in 
other phrases parallel to those under Devil : to 
play the deuce (with), the deuce and all , the deuce to 
pay, a deuce of a mess, etc. 

In the quotations under a (to which the earliest instances 
belong), ‘ plague ’ or 4 mischief' js evidently the sense : cf. 
the parallel and earlier ‘ A mischief (a pox, or a plague) on 
him 1 ’ ‘ Mischief 'or plague) take you t ’ ‘ What a mischief 
(pox, plague) ! ' This meaning is also possible in those under 
D 1 ; cf the parallel ‘ What the mischief (or the plague' ! ’ 
But mischief was personified already before 1700, and ‘ the 
Mischief* was in the 18th c. a frequent euphemism for * the 
devil ’ ; that dettce was already taken in this sense in 1708 is 
evident from Motteux’s use of it as=F. diantre , in b 2 . # In 
the other quotations in the same group, ‘deuce’ plainly 
takes the place of ‘ devil ' in well-known phrases ; but such, 
clearly personified uses as ‘ the deuce knows ‘ to go to the 
deuce ’, appear late. 

a. 1651 Randolph, etc. Hey for Honesty 1. i, But a deuce 
on him, it does not seem so. 1677 Otway Cheats of Scapin 


m. i, A dewce on’t. a 1679 Ld. Orrery Guzman 11, Who, 
a duce, are those two fellows? 2708 Mrs. Centlivre 
Busie Body (1732) 41 A Duce of his Cane ! 17x9 D’Urfey 
Pills (1872I II. 66 A-duce take their chat! a 1721 Prior 
Poems , Thief $ Cordelier, What a duce dost thou ayl? 1796 
Burns Let. to Cunningham 7 July, The deuce of the 
matter is this ; when an exciseman is off duty, his salary is 
reduced. 

b 1 - 1694 Congreve Double Dealer 1. i, The deuse take 
me, if there were three good things said. 2726 Swift To a 
Ladg, Duce is in you, Mr. Dean. 1737 Smollett Reprisal 
1. viii, What the deuce are you afraid of? 1776 S. J. Pratt 
Pupil of Pleasure II. 34 How the duce came she to marry? 
1826 Disraeli Viv. Grey v. xii, What the deuce is the 
matter with the man? 286s Hughes Tom Brown at Oxf, 

iii. (1884) 28 How the deuce did you get by the lodge, Joe? 
b 2 . 1708 Motteux Rabelais v. xix, The Dewse take ’em 

[F. Mats quoy diantre l\ \ ( they flatter the Devil here, and 
smoothifie his Name, quoth Panurge). 2763 Sterne Tr. 
Shandy V. xxviii. There has been, .the deuce and all to do, 
1763C0LMAN Deuce is in Him Prol., If our author don't 
produce Some character that plays the deuce; If there’s no 
frolick, sense, or whim, Retort ! and play the dev’l with him ! 
*793 Cowper Let. Wks. 1837 XV. 250 If the critics still 
grumble, I shall say the very deuce is m them. 2824 Byron 
Juan xv. lvii, He had that kind of fame Which sometimes 
plays the deuce with womankind. 3830 Lady Granville 
Lett. 9 Nov. (2894) II. 65 An unpopular one. .would have 
been the deuce to pay. 1840 Thackeray Catherine ii. 
Love is a bodily infirmity .. which breaks out the deuce 
knows how or why. 2848 Dickens Dombey ii, The child is 
..Going to the Deuce. 2851 D. Mitchell Fresh Glean- 
ings 19 Tearing away at a deuce of a pace, a i860 G. P. 
Morris Poems (ed. 15) 252 Here’ll be the deuce to pay! 
1861 Dutton Cook P. Fosters D. iii. A gipsy, rollicking, 
deu ce-may-care sort of bird, 1862 T h ackeray Four Georges 

iv, 196 To lead him yet farther on the road to the deuce, 

c. As an expression of incredulous surprise ; also, 

as an emphatic negative, as in (the) deuce a bit /, 
etc. (Cf. plague, sorrow, devil, fiend?) 

1710-21 Swift Lett. (1767) III. 89 We were to dine at Mr. 
Harley’s alone, about some business of importance, .but the 
deuce a bit, the company staid, and more came. 171a 
— jfrnl. to Stella 22 Mar., The deuce he is ! married to 
that vengeance ! 2728 Vanbr. & Cib. Prov . Husb. 1. i, 26 
Man. He has carried his Election .. L. Town. The Duce ! 
what t for— -for — . 2774 Foote Cozeners u. Wks. 1799 II, 
171 Me? ha, ha, ha ! the deuce a bit. 1789 Mrs. Piozzt 
journ. F'rance II. 26 At Florence and Milan, the deuce a 
Neapolitan could he find. 1803 S. & Ht. Lee Canterb. T. 
V. 56 The old lady glanced at her . . hut deuce a bit did she 
desire her to sit down. 1831 Examvter 354/1 ‘ Lord Eldon 
was not one of those'. .The deuce he’s not ! 

Deuced (di? 7 st, di/ 7 *sed), a. colloq. ox slang. Also 
8 duced, 9 (humorously) doosed, doosid. [f. 
Deuce 2 + -ed m ; app. after ppl. adjs. like con- 
founded, cursed \ damned, etc.] Plaguy, confounded; 
‘devilish*; expressing impatient dislike, or as a 
mere emphatic expletive. 

^ 1782 Mrs. E. Blower G. Bateman II. 215 Wife puts me 
into sitch a duced passion sometimes. Ibid. III. 21 What 
a duced pother thee art in, Captain ! 1792 Mad. D’Arblay 
Diary 4 June, If it was not for that deuced tailor, I would 
not stir. 1819 Byron fuan 1. clxvii, When we call our old 
debts in At sixty years. .And find a deuced balance with the 
devil. 1876 F. E. Trollope Charming Fellow I. ii. 18 
She’s a deuced deal cleverer than lots of men. 1887 Poor 
Nellie 57 That’s why I came off in such a deuced hurry, 
b. Often adverbially ; *= next. 

2779 Mad. D’Arblay Diary 20 Oct., A clever fellow, .got 
a deuced good understanding. 2840 Thackeray Bedford * 
Row Consp. i, She's a deuced fine woman ! 1866 A. Trol- 
lope Claverings xi, ‘ Upon my word she’s a doosed good- 
looking little thing', said Archie. 2882 Lady Herbert 
Edith 245 She’s so deuced obstinate. 

Beuce&ly (diw'sedlD, adv. [f. prec. 4 - -ly 2 .] 
In a deuced manner ; plaguily, confoundedly ; ex- 
cessively. 

1819 The Provincials 1 . 17 Deucedly lucky. 2844 Thack- 
eray Little Travels i. Why people .. should get up so 
deucedly early. 2884 E. L. Bynner in Harper's Mag. Aug. 
467/1 Bile does upset a man deucedly. 
f Deu ‘ding. Obs, One of the appellations 
anciently given to the hare. 

a 1323 Names of Hare in Rel. Ant. 1 . 133 On oreisoun In 
the worshipeof the hare. .The deudinge, the deu-hoppere. 
Deue, obs. form of Deaf (pl.\ Deave. 
Deuedep, var. of Divedap, Obs. 

Deuel, obs. form of Devil. 

Deuel, deul, -e, obs. var. (assimilated to later 
Fr.) of dule , Dole, Dool, grief, mourning. 
Deuers, obs. form of Divers, Diverse. 
Deuice, deuis(s, obs. ff. Device, Devise. 
Deuin(e, obs. form of Divine. 

Deuis, obs. form of Deuce L 
fDeuit ,pa.pple. Sc. Obs. [f. deu, Due + -it, 
-ed.] Owed, due. 

2387 Kolinshed Citron. II. Hist. Scot. 296/2 For deuit 
& postponit justice to our lieges. 

Deuitie, Deulie, obs. forms of Duty, Duly. 
Deure, obs. form of Dear a.\ Deer. 

+ BeuS. Obs. Also 5 dewes. [OF. deus, nom. 
of deu God, in common use as an exclamation : cf. 
Chanson de Roland xxv, ‘Dient Franceis : Deus 1 
que pourrat-ce estre?’ (Littrd) ; Horne and Rimenh . 
2848 f Ohi ! deus*.] 

The French interjectional deus J, ohi! deus, God!, 
ah God ! occasionally retained in translation, or 
ascribed to foreigners, fiends, etc., but not appa- 
rently in native English use. 


c 2300 Haveloh 2930, and 2096 ‘ Deus !' quoth ubbe, ‘ hwat 
may }>is be ! ' Ibid. 1312, 2650, 2x14. c 1330 R. Brunnr 
Chron.l 1810' 254 Philip seysed Burdews, j>orgh Sir Edward 
scrite, }?e to)>er, as so say deus ! $ald ]> am also tite, c 1440 
York Myst. i. 92 Owe ! dewes 1 all goes downe 1 
Deus(e, obs. forms of Deuce. 
fBeusan., deuzan. Obs. Also dewsant, 
dewzin, deux ans. [for F. deux ans two years.] 
A kind of apple said to keep two years; « Apple- 
J°H1L 

2570 in Gutch Coll. Cur. II. 8 For xx Dewsants. .viijaf. 
For xij Pippines. .xijd. 1609 N. F. Fruiterers’ Seer. 24 
Especially Pippins, John Apples, or as some call them 
Dewzins. 1620 Venner Via Recta vii, 109 Such are our 
Queene-apples . . and next our Rosiars, Pear-maines and 
Pippins, Deusans, &c. 2633 Quarles Embl. v. ii, ’Tis not 
the lasting deuzan I require, Nor yet the red-cheek’d queen- 
ing. 2741 Compl. Fam. Piece 11. iii. 377 Apples [June], 
Oaken Pin, Deux Ans or John Apple. 

Deusing : see Dousing, divining. 
Deuteragonist (diwterse-gonist). [ad. Gr. 
devTepaycovtffTrjs one who plays the second part in 
a drama, f. Wepo s Deutero- second + aymv iari]s 
combatant, actor.] The second actor or person 
in a drama : distinguished from the protagonist. 

2835 Lewes Goethe I. in. viii. 290 In the first scene [of the 
Prometheus} the protagonist would take Power and the 
deuteragonist Vulcan. 2893 Zimmern Home Life Anc. 
Greeks xii. 422 The next [part] in importance — viz. the one 
which was brought into the closest connection with the chief 
person, fell to the deuteragonist. 

+ Beirteral, a. Obs . rare . [f. Gr. Sevrep-os 
second + -al.] Of or pertaining to the second ; 
second-class. 

2636 Blount Glossogr., Deuteral , pertaining to a weak or 
second sort of Wine, or to the second of any kind. Dr. Br. 
Beirtero-, before a vowel deu ter-, a. Gr. 
Sevrcpo- combining form of debrepos second, as in 
BevT€p-aycoviOT 7 }S one who plays second, 5 evrepo- 
vSfjuov second law. Hence in Eng. in Deuter- 
agonist, Deuteronomy, and several words of 
modem formation, as Deuterocanonical, etc. 
Also Deirterocol nonce-wd. [after protocol 1 , a 
second dispatch. Deirterodome (Ciystallogr .) , 
a secondary dome. D enter oge nic a. [Gr. 7 kvos 
race], of secondary origin : in Geol. applied to the 
rocks of secondary formation derived from the 
primary or protogenic rocks. Bentero-Isaiali, a 
second or later Isaiah ; a later writer to whom c. 
xl-lxvi of the book of Isaiah are by some critics 
attributed. B enter ome*sal a. Entom. [Gr jiiaos 
middle], applied to certain cells in the wings of 
hymenopterous insects, now usually called the first 
and third discoidal and first apical cells. Deutero- 
Wicene a., belonging to the second Nicene council. 
Beutero-Pauline, of or pertaining to a second or 
later Paul, or later writer assuming the character 
of St. Paul. Bentero -stoma Biol. [Gr. orb pus. 

mouth], a secondary blastopore ; hence Bentero. 
sto’matons a., characterized by having a secondary 
instead of a primary blastopore. Benterosys- 
tema*tic a., belonging to a secondary system. 
Benterozo'oid (Biol?), a secondary zooid, produced 
by gemmation from a zooid. 

2838 Hogg Life Shelley I. 477 Diplomatic notes with- 
out stint; protocols, deuterocol.% and chiliostocols. 1878 
Gurney Crysiallog. 52 The latter [dome hf] known as the 
deuterodovne. 1844 Moses Stuart O. T. Canon tv, (1849) 
102 Did we know that such a person lived and wrote, we 
might call him Deutero-Isaiah. 1891 Driver Inirod . Lit. 
O, Test. (ed. 2) 210 There are features in which it is in ad- 
vance not merely of Isaiah, but even of Deutero-Isaiah. 
2859 Lit. Churchmati 43/1 The Deutero-Nicene defence of 
images. 28834a - . Pfleiderer's Influence Patti Chr. vi. 256 
The authors of the Deutero-Pauline and the Ignatian 
Epistles. 2877 Huxley A nat. Inv. Anim, xii. 684 The re- 
sulting organism would be a deuterostomatous gastrula. 
1870 Rolleston A nim. Life Introd. 126 A sexual protozooid 
has been observed to give origin by gemmation to a sexual 
deuterozooid. 

Deuterocanonical (di«ten?ikan^-nikal), a. 
[f. mod.L. deutero -canonicus (used by Sixtus 
Senen sis 1566: see quot.) ; see Deutero- and 
Canon, Canonical.] 

Of, pertaining to, or constituting a second or 
secondary canon : opposed to protocanonical. 

Applied historically to those books of the Scripture Canon 
as defined by the Council of Trent which are regarded by 
Roman Catholic; divines as constituting a second Canon, 
accepted later than the first, but now of equal authority. 

In the Old Testament they include Esther and most of the 
* Apocrypha* of English Bibles; in^ the New Testament 
the Epistle to the Hebrews, the Epistles of James, and of 
Peter, 2nd and 3rd of John, Jude, and the Revelation, and 
certain verses of Mark, Luke, and John. 

[2566 A. F. Sixtus Senensis Bibl. Sanctax. § 1 (1575) 
14 Canonici secundi ordinis (qui olim Ecclesiastic^ voca- 
bantur, nunc a nobis Deutero-canonici dicuntur) illi sunt, 
de quibus, quia non statim sub ipsis Apostolorum tem- 
poribus, sed longe post ad jiotitiam totius Ecclesiae per- 
uenerunt, inter Catholicos fuit aliquando sententia anceps.] 
2684 N. S. Crit. Enq. Edit, Bible App, 263 In the 
other Classis he places those which he calls Deutero 
Canonical, or Canonical of the second Order. 2727-51 
Chambers Cycl. s.v., The deuterocanonical books are, with 
them (Roman Catholics] as canonical as the proto-canonical. 


DEUTEBOGAMIST. 

tSgg F. Hall Vdsavadattd it Among orthodox records, 
the deutero* canonical Rmdmdhdtmya . . consents to this 
aberration. 1864 Plsev Led. Daniel vi. 295 This describes 
a portion of the deuterocanonical books of the Old Testa- 
ment ; books held in estimation among the Jews as well as 
by Christians, but not received by the Jews into their Canon. 
1882 Farrar Early Chr. X. 99 The Catholic Epistles .. re- 
garded., as being at best deutero-canonical — authentic {if at 
all) in a lower sense, and endowed with inferior authority. 
1893 F. X. Reichart Convert’s Caiech , iii. 12 This list in- 
cludes the so-called deutero-canonical books of both Tes- 
taments .. Deutero-canonical does not mean Apocryphal 
but simply Mater added to the Canon'. 

Deuterogamist (di«ter*rgamist). [f. next + 
-1ST.] One who marries a second time, or who 
upholds second marriages. 

1766 Goldsm. Vic. IV. xviii, He had published for me 
against the Deuterogamists of the age. 

Deuterogamy (du 7 tei?'gami). [ad. Gr. Seu- 
repoya/dasecond marriage, n of state f. Stirepoyapas 
marrying a second time, f. Deutero- + ^afxos mar- 
riage.] Marriage a second time ; marriage after 
the death of a first husband or wife. 

1656 Blount Glossogr., Deuterogamy, second marriage, or 
a repetition of it. 1766 Goldsm. Vic. IV. xiv, That un- 
fortunate divine who has so long .. fought against the 
deuterogamy of the age. 1869 Echo 7 Sept. 6/1 We do not 
allow deuterogamy until the primal spouse is disposed of 
by death or divorce. 

Deuteronomic (di«tem t n^*mik), a. [f. Deu- 
teronomy (or its Gr. elements) + -ic.] Of or per- 
taining to, or possessing the literary or theological 
character of, the book of Deuteronomy. 

1857 JV W. Donaldson Chr. Orthodoxy 202 The Deutero- 
nomic view of the matter was the only tradition . . at that 
time, recognised as Mosaic and divine. 1867 MartinEau tr. 
Ewald’s Israel I. 162 Sins against Jahveh, repentance, and 
amendment, are the three pivots on which the Deutero- 
nomic scheme turns. 1882 Seeley Nat. Relig. 133 We have 
even framed for ourselves a sort of Deuteronomic religion 
which is a great comfort to us. 1891 Driver Intrdd. Lit. 
0. Test. (ed. 2) 180 Deuteronomic phraseology. 
Beuteroncrmical, a. [f. as prec. + -al.] 

' - prec. ' ' 1 

1533 More Let. to T. Cromwell Wks. 1425/1 Concerning: j 
the woordes in the lawjeuitycall and the lawe deutronomi- 
call. 1681 H. More in GlanvilVs Saddncismus 1. Poster. 
(3726I 20 This Deuteronomical List of abominable Names. 

1887 Mivart in 19 th Cent. July 39 This is the second code, 
and is called the Deuteronomical Code, because it makes 
up the bulk of the book of Deuteronomy. 

DeuterO’Homist. [f. as prec. + -ist.] The 
writer of the book of Deuteronomy, or of the parts 
of that book which do not consist of earlier docu- 
ments. 

1862 S, Davidson Introd. to O. Test. I. 370 The Deutero- 
nomist’s style is diffuse, and his language unlike that of the 
other writings traditionally ascribed to the same individual. 
1867 Marti neau tr. EwalcPs Israel 1 . 117 The work of an 
author whom we may briefly call ‘the Deuteronomist’. 
1882-3 Schaff Encycl. Relig;. Knotvl. III. 1792 The final 
compiler is not to be identified with the Deuteronomist. 

1888 Cheyne Jeremiah 70 The Deuteronomist (if we may so 
for convenience term the author, or joint-authors, of the 
original Deuteronomy). 

lienee Beuteronomi'stic a., of the nature or 
style of the writer of Deuteronomy. 

1862 S. Davidson Introd. to O. Test. I. 363 Let us now 
compare the Deuteronomistic with the Jehovistic legisla- 
tion. x88t Robertson Smith O. T. in Jewish Ch. (1892) 
423 Judges, Samuel, and Kings, in the Deuteronomistic 
redaction. x888 Cheyne Jeremiah 71 A Deuteronomistic 
writer composed Deut. i-iv. 40 as a link between his own 
and the earlier work. 

Deuteronomy (cliuterp'nomi, difrtero npmi). 
Also 4-5 Deutronomye, -ie, 6 Deutronome. 
[ad. eccl. L. Deuteronomium, a. Gr. Atvrspovvpuov, 
f. Bevrepos second -r voftos law, etc. : in 13th c. 
OF. deutronome , F. deutironome. 

The name is taken from the words of the LXX in Deut. 
xvii. 18 to bevrepovoptov tovto, a mistranslation of the 
Heb. n"nFin mishneh hattdrah kazzath 

‘ a copy or duplicate of this law for which the Vulgate has 
Deuteronomium legis hnjus.} 

The name or title of the fifth book of the Penta- 
teuch, which contains a repetition, with parenetie 
comments, of the Decalogue, and most of the laws 
contained in Exodus xxi -xxiii, and xxxiv. 

1388 Wycuf Pro/, to D exit., In this book of Deutronomye 
ben coiitened the wordis which Mohses spak to al Israel. 

R ubric. Here begvnneth jhe bok of Deutronomie. 1549 
Compl Scotl. (1872) 24 It is vrityne in the xxviii. of deutro- 
nome, thir vordis. 1609 Bible (Douay) Deut xvii. 18 He 
slial copie to him selfe the Deuteronomie of this Law in a 
volume, 1649 Roberts Clavis BiM. 63 Deuteronomie 
Thus denominated by the Greek, because this book con- 
tainer, h a Repetition of Gods Law given by Moses to Israel. 
<7x878 Helps to Study of Bible xj Deuteronomy consists 
mainly of three addresses by Moses to the people who had 
been born in the wilderness, and had not heard the original 
promulgation of the Law. 1891 Driver Introd. Lit. O. 
Test. (ed. 2} 85 Deuteronomy may be described as the pro- 
phetic re-formulation, and adaptation to new needs, of an 
older legislation. ■ ■' 

b. transf, 

1827 Southey In Q. Rev. XXXVI, 306 A fourth volume, 
containing her latter writings and certain new develope- 
ments . . being the papers which M. Genet speaks of as 
a kind of Deuteronomy. 
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Deuteropatliy (diuterp'papi). [f. Deutero- 
•f Gr. -rraOeta suffering : cf. -PATHY.J 
f 1 . gen. A being affected at second hand. Ohs. 
1647 H. More Song of Soul Notes 161/1 Deuteropathie, 
AevTepona&eia, is a being affected at second rebound, as 
I may so say. We see the sunne not so properly by 
sympathie as deuteropathie. /bid, 163/2 If the air be 
struck aloof of, I am sensible also of that but by circulation 
or propagation of that impression into my eare ; and this is 
Deuteropathy. 1650 Charleton Paradoxes 60 The body 
also cannot but submit to compassion and deuteropathy. ^ 

2 . Mod. A secondary affection, sympathetic with 
or consequent upon another, that is, 4 where the 
second part suffers from the influence of the part 
originally affected ’. Syd. Soc. Lex . 

1651 Biggs New Disp. P 248 Whether or no there be 
a Deuteropathy or consent of the head with the part 
wounded. [1657 G. Starkey Helmont’s Vind. 128 The Gout 
properly., is an Arthritical pain affecting the joynts im- 
mediately, and some nerves sometimes by a DeuteropatheiaJ 
1669 W. Simpson Hydro l. Chym. 88 Either by a deutero- 
patny. .or by an idiopatby. 

Hence D euter opartMc a., of or pertaining to 
deuteropathy. 

Deuteroscopy (di«terp-sk<?pi). [f. Deutero- 
+ Gr. - a/coma , cneoma look-out, watch, view.] 

*fl. The second view; that which is seen upon 
| a second view ; an ulterior meaning. Ohs. 

1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. 1. iii. 9 Not attaining the 
deuteroscopy and second intention of the words. 1650 
Charleton Paradoxes 49 Truth itself interprets this, .text 
literally, and without enfolding any mystery or deuteroscopy. 
1656 Blount Glossogr Deuteroscopy, the second end, aim, 
or intention, a second consideration or thought. 

2 . ‘Second sight’ ; clairvoyance, rare. 

1822 Scott Nigel Introd. Ep., The Highland seers, whom 
their gift of deuteroscopy compels to witness things unmeet 
for mortal eye. 

Hence Deuterosco *pic a ., of or pertaining to 
second sight. 

1841 Fraser’s Mag. XXV. 270 The deuteroscopic, or 
thanatomantic faculty. 

f Deuterosy. Ohs. rare. [ad. Gr. Sevripaxns 
repetition, iteration, a name of the Jewish tradi- 
tions. The Gr. form also occurs.] A * tradition 
of the elders’ among the Jews. 

<2x641 Bp. R. Mountagu Ads 4- Mon. (1642) 477 Those 
Deuterosies, those Traditions of the Elders, and Additions 
to the Law. 1650 J. Trapp Clavis Bible iii. 83 The lews 
have added their Deuteroseis. 

Deutery, of.s. var. of Dewtry Datura. 

Bento-, before avow'd dent-, a shortened form 
of Deutero-, used 

1 . In Chemistry to distinguish the second in 
order of the terras of any series. Thus Dent- 
o-xide, the second of the series of oxides of 
a metal, etc., that which comes next to the prot- 
oxide , containing the next smallest quantity of 
oxygen. So deut -iodide, deuio-bromide , deuto-car- 
honate, deuto-chloride , deuto-sulph ide, etc. The 
prefix has sometimes been improperly used to in- 
dicate the constitution of a compound, as compared 
with that of the proto- or motto- compound of the 
same series ; but it is now obsolescent, being 
usually replaced by such prefixes as sesqui-, di-, 
in-, etc., which properly indicate the constitution. 

18x0^ Henry Etem. them. (1826) I. 263 Deutoxide or 
Peroxide of Hydrogen. Ibid. 3x0 This gas . . examined by 
Dr. Priestly, and called by him nitrous air, a term after- 
wards changed to nitrous gas, then to nitric oxide, and 
more lately to deutoxide op azote, or deutoxide of nitrogen , 
which last appears to be its most appropriate title. 1822 
Imison Sc. 4 Art II. 20 The smallest quantity of oxygen 
forms the protoxide of the metal, the second quantity of 
oxygen makes the deutoxide. 1854 J. Scoffern in Orr’s 
Circ. Sc. Chem. 489 Binoxide , sometimes called deutoxide 
of copper (Cu O2). 1837 Bullock Cazeaux* Midwif. 137 
Precipitated by the deuto-chloride of mercury. 1864 H. 
Spencer Illust. Unrv Progr, 40 Later in the Earth’s 
history, are the deutoxides, tritoxides, etc, 1864 — Biol. 

I. 6 Deutoxide of nitrogen is a gas hitherto uncondensed. 

2 . In many terras of Biology ; as Sentence - 
phalon [Gr. tytchpaXos brain], the second of the 
three primary cerebral vesicles of the embryo. 
Hence D euteu.cepb.alic a. {J Deutomala j L. 
mala jaw] , the second pair of jaws of the Myriapodn ; 
hence Deutomalar a. Bento 'merit e j Gr. jxi pos 
part], the second or posterior cell of a dicystid gre- 
garine, as distinguished from the smaller anterior 
cell or protomerite. Betrtoplasm [ Gr. Tr\aap.a any- 
thing formed T , term applied by Reichert to the food- 
yolk of the mero-blastic egg, e.g. the yellow' yolk 
of a bird’s egg; also, the special form of protoplasm 
which composes the granules seen in the centre of 
the protamoeba {Syd. Soc . Lex.) ; hence Bento - 
pla'smic, -pla'stic a., of, pertaining to, or of the 
nature of deutoplasm ; D eu= toplasmi-genous a 
producing deutoplasm ; Beatopla-smogren, that 
which forms or is converted into deutoplasm. 
Beutoscle'rous a. [aieXrjpos hard], in deutosclerous 
tissue, Laurent’s term for osseous tissue. Beuto- 
scoles [<rtcw\r}£ worm], a secondary scolex, or 
daughter-cyst of a scolex or cystic worm ; the cysti- 


DEVAXiL. 

I cercus of the Ttmise. Beutote’rglte [L. tergtim 
j back], the second dorsal segment of the abdomen 
of insects. Beutovum [L. ovum egg]//, -ova, a 
secondary egg-cell, as contrasted with the protovum 
or normal and usual egg-cell ; also called metovum, 
and after-egg. 

x88x Mivart Cat 358 The fore-brain, called also the 
deutencephalon. 1884 Sedgwick tr. Claus’ Zoo l , I. in The 
contents of every egg consist, .(x) Of a viscous albuminous 
protoplasm ; and (2) of a fatty granular matter, the deuto- 
plasm or food yolk. _ x886 Jml. R. Microsc. Soc. Apr. 224 
In the young unfertilized ova a small ‘ protoplasmic * and 
larger ^deutoplasmic ’ portion are readily distinguished. 
x88x Smithsonian Report 425 The development alike of ex- 
cretory and deutoplasaiigenous functions, at certain times of 
the year, of the genital glands. 1872 E. R. Lankester 
Adv. Science (1890) 265 The others disappear as deutoplas- 
mogen or vitellogenous cells. 1877 Huxley Anat. Inv. 
Anim. vii. 383 The pioper vitelline membrane bursts into 
two halves. -and the deutovum emerges. x88x Athenasum 
31 Dec. 904/2 The occurrence of a deutovum stage in the 
egg is recorded. 

8. In some other words ,* as Bentosy stem a'tio 
a., of or pertaining to a secondary system ; Deutero- 

SYSTEMATIC. 

1878 Gurney Crystallogr. 72 The deulosystematic planes 
•which bisect the angles between the [protosystematic], 
Deutoxide: see Deuto- i. 

Deutro, deutroa : see Dewtry. 

|| Beiltzia (di«*tsia, doi-tsia). Lot. [mod. Hot. 
L. ; named in 1781 alter J. Deutz of Amsterdam.] 
A genus of shrubs (N.O. Saxifragacem natives of 
China and Japan, cultivated for the beauty of their 
white flowers. D. gracilis is a well-known spring 
flowerer. 

1837 Penny Cych VIII. 444/2 Deutzia .. inhabiting the 
north of India, China, and Japan. 1880 Miss Bird Japan 
I. 5 Deutzias with their graceful flowers. 1882 Garden 
xi Feb. 104/2 Where Deutzias are forced there will be a fine 
crop of young shoots. 

Deux, deux ans : see Deuce i, Deusan. 
|[Deux-temps (detail). [F. ; in full, valse a 
deux temps lit. * two-time waltz *.] A kind of waltz, 
more rapid than the ordinary or trois-temps waltz, 
the step consisting of two movements, a glissade 
and a chassd. 

x86o All YearRornuTNo. 74. 568 O golden-haired, but yet 
hungry heroine of a thousand deux-temps ! 1862 Calverley 
Verses 4* Tr. 17 But oh ! in the deuxtemps peerless, Fleet of 
foot, and soft of eye ! 

Deuyce, deuys(e, obs. ff. Device, Devise. 
Deuzan, var. Deusan, Obs., a kind of apple. 
Dev, variant of Div, a demon or evil spirit in 
Persian mythology. 

11 Beva td^'va). [Skr. deva a god, orig. * a bright 
or shining one * from *div - to shine.] A god, a di- 
vinity; one of the good spirits of Hindu mythology. 

1819 T. HorE^lw^/. (1820) III. x. 251 (Stanf.) A palace, 
a mosque, and a bath, whose architecture, achieved as if by 
magic, seemed worthy of the Devas. 1834 Baboo II. via. 
157 [ibid.) By the Deva, who is enshrined in this templet 
1878 Max Muller Orig. Relig. (1891) 280 When the poets 
of the Veda address^ the mountains to protect them, when 
they implore the rivers to yield them water, they may 
speak of rivers and mountains as devas, but even then, though 
deva would.be more than bright, it would as yet be very far 
from anything we mean by divine, 1879 E. Arnold Lt. 
Asia 1. 2 The Devas knew the signs, and said, * Buddha will 
go again to help the World'. 1888 Geldner in Encycl. 
Brit. XXIV. 821 In the older Rig- Veda, .a god is spoken 
of as deva, but not every deva is an asura. . , A sura is 
ethically the higher conception, deva the lower : deva is the 
vulgar notion of God, asura is theosophic- 
attrib. and Comb. X878 Haug Religion of Parsis (ed. 2) 
287 A vital struggle between the professors of the Deva and 
those of the Ahura religion. Ibid., The Deva-worshippers 
combated by the Zoroastrians. 

Devaluate (d/Vse-lg/t), a. rare — [ad. mod. 
L. devalgdtus, f. valgus bow-legged,] 

1851-60 Mayne Expos. Lex., Devaigatus, having bowed 
legs ; bandy-legged ; devalgate. 1883 in Syd. Soc. Lex. 

Devall {divp'\),v. Now only Sc. Forms: 5-6 
deualo, 6 deuaill, dewall, 7-9 devall, 9 deval, 
devaul, devawl. [a. F. divaler, OF. devaler to 
descend » Pr .devalar, davalar , It. divallare Rom. 
*devallare, f. L. Da- 1 . 1 down + vallis valley ; cf. 
Avale zl] Hence Devalling vhl. sh. and ppl. a. 

f l. intr. To move downwards, sink, fall, de- 
scend, set (as the sun). Obs. 
c 1477 Caxton Jason 25 b, The sonne began to deuale in to 
the Weste. 1481 — Myrr. 11. ix. 88 He . . deualeth down into 
the water. 1501 Douglas Pal. Hon. r. vi, Thy transitorie 
plesance quhat auaillis? Now thair, now heir, now hie, and 
now.deuaillis. 1597 Montgomerie Ckerric 4* Sloe 83, 2 saw 
an river rin .. De walling and falling Into that pit profound. 
1632 Lithgow Trav. ix. 392 marg., 'j'he coinbustious deval- 
ling of zEtnaes fire. Ibid, x. 506 Devalling floods, 
t b. To lower the body, stoop. Obs. 

15x3 Douglas JEncis x. vii. 58 As onwar he stowpyt, and 
devalyt. 

t c. To slope downwards : as a line or surface. 
1632, Lithgow Trav. v. ■ 210 This ' Petrean Countrey. . de- 
valhng even downe to the limits of Jacob's bridge. Ibid. 
via, 305 The . . devalling faces of two hills. 1645 Siege of 
Newcastle '1820) 14 A number of narrow devalling lanes. 

T 2 . irans. To lower. Obs. 

X50X Douglas Pal. Hon. 11. liii, And euerie wicht .. 
Thankand greit God, their heidis law deutull. 
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DEVELOP. 


3. inir. To cease, stop, leave off. mod. Sc. 
a 2774 Fergusson Poems (1789) II. 99 (Jam.) Devall then, 
Sirs, and never send For daintiths to regale a friend. 1822 
Galt Sir A. Wylie II. x. 92 She ne’er devauls jeering me. 
2827 Scott Let . 26 Apr. in Lockhart , I have not till to-day 
dev an led from my task. 2891 H. Halliburton Ochil Idylls 
20 Sair dings the rain upon the road, It dings, — an nae 
devallin" o’t. 

Hence Devall sb. Sc. } ‘ a stop, cessation, inter- 
mission’ (Jamieson). 

1802 Sibbald Gloss., Without devald , without ceasing. 

[| DevanagUri (<l^va t na*garz tz.and. sb. [Skr., 
Hindi, Marathi devanagari (in Bengali devandgar % 
a compound app. of Skr. deva god + Ndgan an 
earlier or a more generic appellation of the same 
alphabet ; lit. ‘ Nagaii (? town-script) of the gods’. 

Ndgarl is app, the fem. adj. meaning * of the city or town, 
urban, urbane, refined" (sc. lipi writing, script), f. Skr. 
nagara city. Its application to a particular written char- 
acter can be traced back to the nth c., when AlbirunI 
mentions an alphabet called Nagara, and of a derivative 
from it called A rdha-ua°ari, j. e. ‘ half-Nagarl The 
actual origin and history of the compound Deva-nagart 
has not been ascertained, any more than that of Nandi- 
tnlgari , applied to the South-Indian form of the NagarT. 
It has been noted that the terms deva-lipi ‘ writing of the 

f ods and ndga-lipi ‘writing of the serpents’, occur side 
y side in a list of 64 kinds of writing enumerated in the 
Buddhistic Lalitavistara of the 7th c.; but whether these 
terms have any connexion with deva-ndgari is unknown. 
The 18th c. European scholars who adopted the word, have 
variant forms from Bengali or other Indian vernaculars.] 
The distinctive name of the formal alphabet in 
which, throughout northern, western and central 
India, Cashmere, and Nepal, the Sanskrit has, for 
some centuries, been written, as are also the verna- 
cular languages of those regions. Also called 
simply Nagari, though the latter is often used in 
a wider sense, to embrace various local forms taken 
by the same original alphabet Used both as adj. 
and absolutely as sb. 

1782 Sir C. Wilkins in Asiatic Res. (1799) 1 * 2 94 It differs 
but little from the Dewnagur. 2784 W. Chambers Ibid. 
I. 152 It resembles neither the Devya-ndgre nor any of the 
various characters connected with. .it. 2785 Sir C. Wilkins 
Ibid. I. 279 In the modern Dewnagar character. 2786 Sir 
W. Jones Ibid. 1 . 423 The polished and elegant Devanagari. 
1789 Ibid. I. 13 We may apply our present alphabet so . . 
as to equal the Devanagari itself in precision and clearness. 
2801 Colebrooke Ibid. (1803) VII. 224 foot-note, Pracrit 
and Blind! books are commonly written in the Devandgari. 
2820 W. Yates Gram. Skr. Lang, vii, The character in which 
Sunscrit works are usually printed is called Daivii-naguree. 
2845 Stocqueler Handbk. Brit. India (1854) 55 The trans- 
lation to be written .. both in Persian and Deva N agree. 
1876 Times 15 May (Stanf.), His alphabet was founded on 
the Devanagari, which he accommodated to the needs of the 
Tibetan tongue. 2879 Burnell S. Indian Paloeog. (ed. 2) 52 
The South-Indian form of the NagarT character . . the Nan- 
dinagarl is directly derived from the N. Indian Devanagari 
of about the eleventh century. 1886 Eggeling in Encyc. 
Brit. XXI. 272/2 The character . . is the so-called Devand - 
gari, or nagari (‘ town-script ’) of the gods. 

Devance (dfvcrns). v. [a. F. devancer to arrive 
before, precede, outstrip, f. devant before, on the 
model of avancer (Advance). Became obs. early 
in 17th c., but has been again used by some in the 
19th c.] tram. To anticipate, forestall ; to get 
ahead of ; to outstrip. 

1485 Caxton Chas. Gt. viii. 72 Olyuer whyche sawe the 
stroke comyng deuaunced hym in such wyse that he gaf 
two euyl strokes to Fyerabras. 1598 Barckley Felic. Man 
v. (1603) 489 In his owne conceit he lacketh so much as he 
seeth himselfe devaunced by another that hath more. 2615 
Trade's Incr. in Harl. Misc. (Malh.) I II. 293 Our neighbours 
[the Dutch] , .have devanced us so far in shipping. 2863 R. F. 
Burton Abeokuta II. 72 So far from ‘caving in’, he de- 
vanced me on one occasion. 2864 7— Dahome Pref. 9 Com- 
modore Wilmot, R. N. . . accompanied by Capt. Luce . . de- 
vanced me. 1880 Ginevra 86 My wish devanced the hour. 
a ,[ Catachrestic uses. 

1646 J. Hall Horse Vac. 123 Tis hard to keepe these two 
equally ballanc’t, especially those that devance. 1633 — 
Paradoxes 108 Some Crazy Phylosophers. .have endea- 
voured to devance them [women] from the same Species, 
with men. 

t Deva*llt, devau*nt, adv. and sb. Obs. [a. 
F. devant prep, and adv., before, in front, = Pr. 
davan , devant, Cat. devant , davant, It. davanti, f. 
I,, de prep., from, of + late L. abante before: see 
Avaunt adv.] 

A. adv. Before, in front. 

2609 Holland A mm. Marcell. xxv. vi, 270 His beard., 
was shagged and rough, with a sharpe peake devant. 

B. sb. Front ; e. g. of the body or dress. 

2422 E. E. Wills ( 1882) 19 A boorde clo^e with .ij. towelles 
of deuaunt of 00 sute. 1599 B. Jonson Cynthia's Rev. v. ii, 
Come, sir, perfume my devant. 

Levant, v. Obs. : see Devaunt. 
t Deva-porate, v. Obs. [f. De- II. i + L. vapor- 
cm vapour, after Evaporate.] a. tram. To bring 
out of the state of vapour ; to condense, b. inir* 
To become condensed, or deprived of vapour. 
Hence + D evaporation. 

2787 E. Darwin in Phil. TVcmn LXXVIII. 49 The priva- 
tion of heat may be esteemed the principal cause of devapora- 
tion. Ibid. 50 The deduction of a small quantity of heat 
from a cloud or province of vapour . . will devaporate the 
whole. Ibid. 52 The air. .by its expansion produces cold and 
devaporates. 1789 Ann. Reg. 127 The vapour, .is brought 


to the summit of mountains by the atmosphere, and being 
there devaporated slides down between the strata. 

Beva*st, V. Now rare. [a. F. ddvaster (1499 
in Iiatzf.-Darm.), ad. L. devastdre to lay waste, 
f. De- I. 1,3 -1- vastare to lay waste, vastus waste. 
Frequent in 17th c. ; not recognized by Johnson, 
and said by Todd to be ‘ not now in use ’ ; but 
occurring in end of 19th c.] tram. To lay waste, 
Devastate. 

2537 St. Papers Hen. VIII, I. 553 The yere soo ferre 
spent, and the countrey soo devasted. 1623 Heywood Silver 
Age in. i, An uncouth, savage boar Devasts the fertile 
plains of Thessaly, a 2751 Bolingbroke Study of Hist, vi, 
The thirty years war that devasted Germany. 2887 Voice 
(N : Y.) 13 Jan. 5 A statute, .which, bn prohibiting an in- 
jurious business, devasts property previously existing. 2890 
W. F. Rae Maygrove III. vii. 254 The mountain slopes 
have been devasted by lava. 

absol. 2652 Gaule Magasirom. 6 To devast according 
to the predictions of vain humane art. 

fb. To waste (time, etc.). Obs. fare. 

2632 Lithgow Trav, n. 44 After my returne from Padua to 
Venice and 24 days attendance devasted there for passage. 
Hence Deva*sted, Deva'sting ppl. adjs. 

1632 Lithgow Trav. v. 214 Time, .running all things to 
devasted desolation. 1659 T. Pecke Parnassi Pucrp. 39 
Love prudent Laws ; devasting Arms neglect. 2789 [see 
Devaster]. 

Devastate (de’vastek), V. [f. L. devastat- ppl. 
stem of devastdre (see Devast). Used by Sir T. 
Herbert and in Bailey 1727, but not recognized by 
Johnson 1755, and app. not in common use till the 
19th c.] trans. To lay waste, ravage, waste, render 
desolate. 

2638 Sir T. Herbert Trav. (ed. 2) 77 Jangheer. .subjects 
Berar, and devastates the Decan Empire unto Kerky. 
2727 BAiLEYv0l.II, To Devastate, to lay waste, to spoil. 
[Omitted in ed. 2, 1731, and not in Folio 2730.] 1818 

Todd s.v. Devast , Not now in use. But devastate supplies 
its place. ^ 1842 Macaulay Fredk. Gt. Ess. (2854) 683/2 
A succession of cruel wars had devastated Europe. 2847 
Emerson Poems, Blight Wks.(Bohn> 1 . 483 We invade them 
impiously for gain ; We devastate them unreligiously. 2874 
Green Short Hist. v. § 4. 241 [Black Death j devastating 
Europe from the shores of the Mediterranean to the Baltic. 
Jig. 1856 Dove Logic Chr. Faith v. i. § 2. 298 Kant com- 
pletely devastates the cobwebs and sophistries. 1864 Longf. 
m Life (1891) III. 31 Went to town, which devastated the 
day. 

Hence Devastated, Devastating///, adjs. 

2634 Sir T. Herbert Trav. 8r Those devastating and 
mercilesse Infidels. 1813 Shelley Queen Mab iv. 112 The 
bloodiest scourge Of devastated earth. 1815 — A lastor 6 v$ 
Thou, colossal Skeleton, that . . In thy devastating omnipo- 
tence Art king of this frail world, a 2859 Macaulay Hist. 
Eng. V. 105 An exhausting and devastating struggle of nine 
years. 

Devastation (devast£i*Jhn). [prob. a. F. de- 
vastation, n. of action f. ddvaster, and L. devastdre , 
used in 1502, but not in Cotgr. 1611 ; Florio, 1599 
and 1 61 1, has It. devastatione , ‘ a wasting, spoiling, 
desolation, or destruction ’.] The action of de- 
vastating, or condition of being devastated ; laying 
waste ; wide-spread destruction ; ravages. 

2603 Holland Plutarch’s M or. 2190 The mine and devas- 
tation [mV] of so many . . great cities. 1677 Hale Prim. 
Orig. Man. n. ix. 213 The great Devastations made by the 
Plague . . in Forein Parts. 2770 Goldsm. Des. Vill. 395 
E’en now the devastation is begun And half the business of 
destruction done. 1794 Mrs. Radcliffe Myst. Udolpko xv, 
Over the beautiful plains of this country the devastations of 
war were frequently visible. 1809-20 Coleridge Friend 
(1865) 72 Devastation is incomparably an easier work than 
production. 2878 Huxley Pkysiogr. 188 The terrible devas- 
tation wrought by the great tidal wave which followed the 
earthquake at Lima. 

b. Law. (See quot. 1848.) 

2670 Blount Law Diet. s.v. Devastaverunf, The orderly 
payment of Debts and Legacies by Executors, so as to 
escape a Devastation, or charging their own Goods. 1848 
Wharton Law Lex., Devastavit , a devastation or waste of 
the property of a deceased person by an executor or adminis- 
trator being extravagant or misapplying the assets. 

Devastative (de*vast^tiv), a. [f. L. devastat- 
ppl. stem (see above) + -ive.] Having the quality 
of devastating ; wasting, ravaging. 

2802 Triads of Bar dism in Southey Madoc 1. § 2 (note) 
To collect power towards subduing the adverse, and the 
devastative. 1839 Carlyle Chartism v. (2858) 24 Devas- 
tative, like the whirlwind. 2884 J. G. Pyle in Harper's 
Mag. Sept. 619/2 The devastative power of floods. 

Devastator (devastator). [a. late L. de- 
vastator (Cassiodorus), agent-n. from devastdre to 
devastate] He who or that which devastates; 
a waster, ravager. 

1828 E. Blaquiere tr. Panant is Algiers vi. 136 All is to 
no purpose with these devastators. 1829 Landor I mag. 
Conv. (1846) 1 1 . 6/1 This devastator of vines and olives. 2855 
Macaulay Hist. Eng. III. 437 He marched against the 
devastators of the Palatinate. 

II Devastavit (d/vaesti^vit). Law. [L. devas- 
tavit he has wasted, 3rd sing. perf. of devastdre : see 
Devastate.] A writ that lies against an executor 
or administrator for waste or misapplication of the 
testator’s estate. 

[2579 Rastell Exp. termes lawes, DeUastaueruni bona 
iestatoris, is when Executours wyl deliuer the legacyes that 
their Testatour hath geeuen, or make restytutyon for wronges 
done by him, or pay hys det due vpon contracts or other 
detes vpon specialties, whose dayes of paymentes are not yet 


come, etc.] 2652 in Picton IJ pool Mimic . Rec. (1883) 1 . 176 
The Sheriffe shall be solizited for a Devastavit. 2729 Giles 
Jacob Law Diet. s.v., His Executor or Administrator is 
made liable to a devastavit, by Stat. 4 & 5 W. Sl M. c. 24. 
1817 W. Selwyn Law Nisi Prius ted. 4) II. 743 A writ of 
fi. fa. having been sued out on the judgment, to which the 
sheriff had returned a devastavit. 

b. The offence of such waste or misapplication. 

1729 Giles Jacob Law Did. s. v., Where an executor, &c. 
payeth legacies before debts, and hath not sufficient to pay 
both, ’tis a devastavit. Also where an Executor sells the 
Testator’s Goods at an Undervalue, it is a Devastavit. 2893 
Romer in Law 'J'imes XCV. 54/2 The rule that an executor 
who pays a statute-barred debt is not thereby committing 
a devastavit. 

Beva*ster. rare. [f. Devast v. + ~er *.] = De- 


vastator. 

2789 Mrs. Piozzi fourn. France I. 127 In eight hours no 
trace was left either of the devasters or devasted. 

[Devastion, Devastitation, Devastor, 
errors for Devastation, Devastator, in some 
editions and Diets.] 

+ Devairnt, v. Obs . [app. a. OF. desvanter 
to vaunt excessively, make one’s boast, f. des-, L. dis- 
4 vanier to vaunt, boast.] To vaunt, boast. 

c 1540 Surr, Northampton Priory in Prance Addit. Narr. 
Pop. Plot 36 To the most notable slaunder of Christs Holy 
Evangely, which, .wee did ostentate and openly devant to 
keepe most exactly. [1655 quoted by Fuller Ch. Hist. 
vi. 320 with spelling devaunt, mod. ed. advaunte .] 

Deve, obs. f. Deave v. to deafen and of Divezl 

f Deve*ction. Obs. rare — °. [n. of action from 

L. devehere to carry down.] 

2656 Blount Glossogr., Devection, a carrying away or 
down. 

Deveer, obs. form of Devoir, duty. 

Deve’iient, a. [ad. L. devehe?it-em, pr. pple. 
of devehere to cariy down.] (See quot.) 

1883 Sj d. Soc. Lex., Devehent, carrying away, efferent. 

Devel (deVl), sb. Sc. Also devvel, devle. 
[Derivation nnknown.] A severe or stunning blow. 
Hence De’vel v., to strike or knock down with 
a stunning blow ; Beveller, a boxer ; also * a dex- 
trous young fellow* (Jamieson). 

2786 Burns Tam Samson’s Elegy iii. Death’s gien the 
Lodge an unco devel, Tam Samson's dead. 2807 Tanna- 
hill Poems 1 16 (Jam.) Guile soud be deyel’d i’ the dirt. 
2816 Scott Antiq.-x.yn , Ae glide downright devvel will 
split it. 

t Be*veling, adv. Obs. Also 3 duvelunge. 
[f. duve, deve, Dive v. 4 -ling.] Headlong, as 
with a dive. 

a 2225 Juliana 77 Ha beide hire & beah duuelunge adun. 
a 1225 Si. Marker. 20 Ant te meiden duuelunge feol dun to 
[>e eorSe. c 2320 Sir Beues 648 Into his chaumber he gan 
gon, and leide him deueling on ]?e grounde. c 1330 Arth. 

Merl. 7762 (Matz.) Mani threwe doun deueling riht. 


Develop (d/ve*lop), V. Also 7 devellop, 7- 
develope. [a. F. dtvelopfe-r, OF. (1 2-1 3th c.) 
desvoleper, -volosper, -voloper, 14th c. desvelopper 
(whence an earlier Eng. form Disvelop), = Pr. des- 
volopar , - vohtpar , It. svihtppare * to unwrap, to 
disentangle, to rid free’ (Florio), f. des-, L. dis- + 
the Rom. verb which appears in mod.lt* as 
viluppare ‘to enwrap, to bundle, to folde, to roll 
up, to entangle, to trusseup, to heape up viluppo 
‘an enwrapping, a bundle, a fardle, a trusse, an 
enfolding’ (Florio). 

The oldest form of the radical appears to have been 
volupare, volopare', its derivation is uncertain: see also 
Envelop.] 

*f*l. trans. To unfold, unroll (anything folded or 
rolled up) ; to unfurl (a banner) ; to open out of 
its enfolding cover. Obs. (in general use.) 

1592-2622 [see Disvelop]. 2656 Blount Glossogr., De- 
veloped (Fr. deszielqpi V unwrapped, unfolded, undone, dis- 
plaied, opened. Ed. 1670 [adds] It js the proper term for 
spreading or displaying an Ensign in war. 2692 Coles, 
Developed, unfolded. 2730-6 Bailey (folio). Developed, 
unwrapped, unfolded, opened. 2775 Ash, Developed, dis- 
entangled, disengaged, cleared from its covering. 1794 
Miss Gunning Packet I. 32 , 1 must suppose he returned to 
the contents of the packet in the same hurry of spirits with 
which he first developed them. 2824 Mrs. Jane West 
Alida de Lacy III. 94 The red rose banner was developed 
in front of the Lancasterian army, 2868 Cussans Her. xx. 
265 So depicted on the Standard as to appear correct when 
it was developed by the wind. 

b. Gcom. To flatten out (a curved surface, e.g. 
that of a cylinder or cone) as it were by unrolling 
it; also, in wider sense, to change the form of (a 
surface) by bending. See Developable b. 

1879 Thomson & Tait Nat Phil. I. 1. § 239 The process 
of changing the form of a surface by bending is called 
‘developing’. But the term * Developable Surface ’ is 
commonly restricted to such inextensible surfaces as can be 
developed into a plane, or, in common language, ‘ smoothed 
flat’. 

■f 2 . To lay open by removal of that which enfolds 
(in a fig, sense), to unveil ; to unfold (a tale, the 
meaning of a thing) ; to disclose, reveal. Obs. (exc. 
as passing into 3.) 

2742 Pope Dune. iv. 269 Then take him to devellop, if you 
can, And hew the Block off, and get but the Man. 2756 
Monitor No. 35 Flattering his sagacity in developing the 
concealed meaning. 2789 T. Jefferson Writ. (1859) H* 
554 To appeal to the nation, and to develop to it the ruin of 


DEVELOP. 

their finances. 1812 J. J. Henry Camp. agst. Quebec 156 
The steam would search for a vent through the crevices of 
the door. . and develop our measures. 1837 Dickens Pickw. 
xvii, Nathaniel Pipkin determined that, come what might, 
he would develope the state of his feelings. 

f b. To unveil or lay bare to oneself, to discover, 
detect, find out. Obs. 

1770 C. Jenner Placid Man I. 53 This circumstance was 
of singular use to me in helping me to develope her real 
character, 1785 Mrs. A. M. Bennett Juvenile Indiscre- 
tions (1786) f. 172 No great penetration was required to 
develope the writer of this friendly billet. 1787 Ann Hilditch 
Rosa de Montworienl. 74 His principles were unimpeached, 
because none could ever develope their real tendency. 1796 
J. Moser Hermit of Caucasus I. 27 ‘ Here/ said Ismael, 
‘ is a recess which I hope is impossible to be develop/d.’ 
1802 tr. A. La Fontaine's Reprobate I. 153 To live amidst 
men whose real characters you will find it difficult, some- 
times impossible, to develop. 1823 Mrs. E. Nathan Lmtg- 
reath I. 202 He did not possess the tact of developing in an 
instant the weakness of the human heart. 

te. To unroll or open up that which enfolds, 
covers, or conceals. Obs. 

1779 Sylph I. 192 Nor will the signature contribute to 
develop the cloud behind which I chuse to conceal myself. 
Ibid. II. 41 If he should have .. developed the thin veil 
I spread over the feelings I have laboured ..to overcome. 
1785 Mrs. A. M. Bennett Juvenile / ndiscretions (1786) III. 
41 Nor is it necessary they should have the trouble of de- 
veloping the obscurity of my character. 

3. To unfold more fully, bring out all that is 
potentially contained in. 

a 1750 Warburton Julian Wks. i8ir VIII. xxviu, To 
instruct us in the history of the human mind, and to assist 
us in developing its faculties. 1790 Sir J. Reynolds Disc . 
xv, To develope the latent excellencies, .of our art. 1827 
Hare Guesses 1859) 285 One may develope an idea . . But 
one cannot add to it, least of all in another age. 1864 
Bowen Logic ix. 268 To ascertain, develop, and illustrate 
his meaning. 1873 M. Arnold Lit. fy Dogma v. (18 76) 129 
Learned religion elucidates and developes the relation of 
the Son to the Father. 1885 Manch. Exam, 10 July5/3 The 
trade might be developed to almost any extent. 1890 Sir 
R. Romer in Law Times' Rep. LXIII. 683/2 For working 
and developing the property to the best advantage, 

b. Mil. To open gradually (an attack). 

1883 Stevenson Treas. lsl. iv. xxi, The attack would be 
developed from the north. 

c. Mus . See Development 10. 

1880 Stainer Composition ix. § 161 A melody is rarely de- 
veloped without frequent changes of key, or of harmony. 
Ibid. § 162 A fragment of melody is said to be developed 
when its outline is altered and expanded so as to create new 
interest. Ibid., Exercises. Develope by various methods 
the following subjects, as if portions of a Pianoforte Sonata, 

4. Math. To change a mathematical function or 
expression into another of equivalent value or 
meaning and of more expanded form ; esp. to ex- 
pand into the form of a series. 

1871 E. Olney Inf nit. Calc. 67 It is proposed to discover 
the law of development, when the function can be developed 
in the form y =sf(x) = A +Bx J eCx i +Dx iJ irEx i +fitc.. 

5. To bring forth from a latent or elementary 
condition (a physical agent or condition of matter) ; 
to make manifest what already existed under some 
other form or condition. 

1813 Sir H. Davy Agric. Chem. (1814) 66 Acids are 
generally^ developed. 1831 Brewster Optics vii. 73 Such, 
a white light I have succeeded in developing. 1834 Mrs. 
Somerville C annex. Phys.Sc . xxx. ( 1849) 350. The same me- 
chanical means which develope magnetism will also destroy 
it. 1839 G, Bird Hat. Phil. 270 This mode of developing 
electricity was discovered . . by Prof. Seebeck. 1842 Grove 
Corn. Pkys. Forces 59 Heat is developed in some proportion 
to the disappearance of light, i860 Tyndall G/ac. 1. xx. 
144 We thus develop both attraction and repulsion. 

b. Photogr. To bring out and render visible (the 
latent image produced by actinic action upon the 
sensitive surface) ; to apply to (the plate or film) the 
chemical treatment by which this is effected. Also 
absol. 

1845 Athenaeum 22 Feb. 203/1 It is evident then, that all 
bodies are capable of photographic disturbance, and might 
be used for the production of pictures— did we know of easy 
methods by which the pictures might be developed. I bid. 
14 June 593/1 The paper used by Mr. Fox Talbot is the 
iodide of silver, and the picture is developed by the action 
of gallic acid. 1839 Jefhson & Reeve Brittany 48 He 
went to and fro to develope the plates and prepare new 
ones. x86x Photogr. News Aim. in Circ. Sc. 1 . 160/2 The 
plate can be developed for hours or days. 1863-72 Watts 
Diet. Chem. II. 693 In order to develop the latent image, 
the [Daguerreotype] plate was exposed to the action of 
the vapour of mercury. 1873 Tristram Moab xi. 203 All 
our photographs. , have failed, from an accident before they 
were developed. 1876 G. F. Chambers Astron. 719, 1 prefer 
to develope with an iron solution. 1893 Abney Photogr. i 
(ed, 8)3. 

C. mtr. for ref. 

x86x Photogr. News Aim. in Circ. Sc. I. 160/r A plate 
well washed. , developes cleaner than one washed insuffi- 
■ ciently. 

6. trans. To cause to grow (what exists in the 
germ), a. Said of an organ or organism. 

1857 Henfrey Bot. § 40 In the Banyan tree adventitious 
roots are frequently developed on the outstretched woody 
branches. 1863 Huxley Maids Place Nat. 65 In the 
floor of which a notochord is developed. 1866 Argyll 
Reign Law ii. (ed. 4V 106 They grow, or, in modern phrase- 
ology they are developed, a x8jrx Grote Eth. Fragm. i. 
(18761 15 Ethical sentiment tends to develop the benevolent 
impulses. 1878 Browning Poets Croisic 19 We need .. 
benevolence Of nature's sunshine to develop seed So well. 
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b. Said of a series of organisms showing pro- 
gression from a simpler or lower to a higher or 
more complex type ; to evolve. 

1839 Penny Cyd. XIII. 281 He [Lamarck] supposed that 
all organized beings, from the lowest to the. highest forms, 
were progressively developed from similar living microscopic 
particles. This may be called the theory of metamorphosis. 
1857 H. Miller Test. Rocks v. 200 The Lamarckian affirms 
that all our recent species of plants and animals were 
developed out of previously existing plants and animals of 
species entirely different. x88o Haughton Pkys. Geog. vi. 
273 Forces have been at work, developing in each great 
continent animal forms peculiar to itself. 

7 . iransf. To evolve (as a product) from pre- 
existing materials; to cause to grow or come into 
active existence or operation. 

1820 Shelley Witch of Atlas xxxvi, In its growth It 
seemed to have developed no defect Of either sex. 1834 
Ht. Martineau Moral 1. 5 Fresh powers .. which . . de- 
velop further resources. 1841-4 Emerson Ess., Politics 
Wks. (Bohn) I. 242 Wild liberty developes iron conscience. 
Want of liberty. . stupefies conscience. 1847 — Repr . Men, 
Napoleon ibid. I. 369 The times . . and his early circum- 
stances combined to develop this pattern democrat. 1866 
Rogers Agric. 4* Prices I.xxiii. 601 In the hope that a new 
set of customers might be developed. . x868 Bain Ment. 4 * 
P/or. Sc. Ethics (1875) 630 The. situations of different ages 
and countries develop characteristic qualities. 

b. To exhibit or display in a well-formed con- 
dition or in active operation. 

1834 Medwin Angler in Wales II. 180 His organ of 
veneration was strongly developed. 1874 Helps Soc. Press. 
iv. 63 It is astonishing what ambulatory powers he can 
develop. 1878 Huxley Physiogr. i6g The hardest rocks of 
Britain are developed in the western and northern parts 
of the island. 1885 Manch. Exam. 6 Apr. 5/3 Indignant 
jurymen have recently developed a quite unusual tendency 
to write letters to the newspapers. 

8 . rejl . To unfold itself, come gradually into 
existence or operation. 

1793 W. Roberts Looker-on (1794) III. No. 67. 36. This 
prominent part of their character began to develope itself. 
1830 DTsraeli Chas. /, III. ii. 16 The faculties of Charles 
developed themselves. 1841 Trench Parables , Tares 96 We 
learn that evil . . is ever to develop itself more fully. 1847 
L. Hunt Jar Honey x. (1848) 132 New beauties successively 
developed themselves, i860 Ruskin Mod. Paint. V.vii. 
iii, § 8. T30 The quiet, thoroughly defined, infinitely divided 
and modelled pyramid [of cloud] never develops. itself.. 1873 
Bucicland Log-bk. 276 A serious fault had developed itself. 
1879 McCarthy Own Times II. xxii. 122 Our constitutional 
system grows and developes itself year after year, 

9 . inir. (for rejl.) To unfold itself, grow from a 
germ or rudimentary condition; to grow into a fuller, 
higher, or maturer condition. 

a 1843 Southey Inscriptions xxxv, How differently Did 
the two spirits. .Develope in that awful element. 1845 J. 
H. Newman Ess. Developm. r. i. (1846) 37 An idea, .cannot 
develope at all. except either by destroying, or modifying 
and incorporating with itself, existing modes of thinking 
and acting. 1839 Kingsley MUc ., Swift fy Pope (i860) 1 . 
285 The man.. goes on .. developing almost unconsciously. 
1874 Green Short Hist. vii. § 5. 387 London developed, into 
the general mart of Europe. 1880 McCarthy Own Times 
IV.Tiv. 179 It seems certainly destined to develope rather 
than fade. 1884 L. Malet Mrs. Lorimer it Such women 
. .do not develop very early either spiritually or mentally. 

b. Of diseases : To advance from the latent stage 
which follows the introduction of the germs, to 
that in which the morbid action manifests itself. 

1891 Law Times XCII. 131/2 The time swine fever takes 
to develop. 

Hence Developed ppl. a., Developing vbl. sb. 
and ppl. a. 

x6$6 Blount Glossogr,, Developed [see r above], .1775 Ash, 
Developing , disentangling, disengaging, uncovering. 1859 
Mill Liberty iii. (1865) 37/2 To show, that these developed 
human beings are of some use to the undeveloped. 1861 
Photogr. News Aim. in Circ. Sc. I. 160/1 Take a sufficient 
quantity of the. .developing solution, c 1863 J. Wylde in 
Circ. Sc. I. 148/2 The result of developing depends, .on the 
strength of the silver solution. 1879 A tkemeum 83/2 Develop- 
ing animals may at any stage in embryonic history become 
more or less profoundly modified. x88o A. Wilson in Genii. 
Flag. CCXLVI. 45 It.. might be ranked as a developing 
snail. 1882 Tyndall in Longm. Mag. I. 32 The photo- 
grapher. .illuminates his developing room with light trans- 
mitted through red or yellow glass. 

Developable (diVedopab'l), a. and sb. [f. 
prec. vb. +• -able : in mod.F. dlveloppable .] 

A. adj. Capable of being developed or of de- 
veloping. 

*833 R. F. Wilson in Newman's Lett. (1891) II. 139 Prin- 
ciples ..only developable under one form. 1865 Wilkins 
Pers. Names Bible 360 Itis the nature of symbolical names 
used sacramentally to possess a developable significance. 
1873 Whitney Life Lang, x iv. 292 Instinctive gesture, 
developable into a complete system of expression. 1879 
Jevons in Contemp. Rev. Nov. 537 It now becomes a 
moving and developable moral sense. 

b. Math . ( a ) Of a function or expression : Cap- 
able of being expanded, (b) Of a curved surface : 
Capable of being unfolded or flattened out : (see 
Develop 1 b), 

1816 tr. Lacroix* Dijf. <§• Int. Calc . 479 If /(A) be a func- 
tion of A developable in a series of powers of A. .then [etc.]. 
1840 LARDsm Geom, 247 Two developable surfaces will 
intersect in a right line, if the right lines, by the motion of 
which they are generated, coincide in any one position. 
r86s Aldis Solid Geom. ix. § 146 Ruled surfaces in which 
consecutive generating lines he in one plane are called 
dex'elopable surfaces, while all other ruled surfaces are 
called skew surfaces . 2866 Proctor Handbk. Stars 16 note , 
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In reality . . even such narrow strips of a globe are not 
developable, and the chord and arc of five degrees are not 
equal, as they are assumed to be. 

B. sb. {Math.) A developable surface ; a ruled 
surface in which consecutive generators intersect. 

1874 Salmon Geom. three Dimens. § 305 The locus of 
points where two consecutive generators of a .developable 
intersect is a curve.. which is called the cuspidal edge of 
that developable. 

Developer (dzVe*lopai\ v. [f. as prec. + -er.] 
He who or that which develops. ^ 

1833 Whew ell in Todhunter Acc. Whewells W> it. (1876) 
II. 164 That you should think I have done any injustice 
to the mathematical developers. 1846 G. S. Faber Lett , 
Tractar. Secess. 98 A developer of the Adoration of the 
Host from the unestablished doctrine of Transubstan tuition. 

1850 Maurice Mor. 4* Met. Philos, (ed. 2) 85 Developers 
of a certain set of theories about gods, men, and nature. 
1894 Chicago Advance 4 Jan., The home is the great de- 
veloper of individuality and character. 

b, Photogr. A chemical agent by which photo- 
graphs are developed. 

1869 Eng. Meek. 3 Dec. 281/3 By judicious management 
of the developer, an over-exposed and under-exposed plate 
can be made to work equally well. 1879 Cassell’s Techn. 
Edttc. IV. 323/2 The iron developer and the pyrogallic acid 
solution for intensifying. 1890 Abney Photogr. (ed. 6) 20 
The chemical agents which are utilized in order to allow 
the development of the latent image to take. place . . are 
technically called developers, a term which, critically speak- 
ing, is a misnomer, as in the majority of cases the part they 
play is a secondary one. 

DeveTopist. nonce-ivord. [f. as prec. + - 1 ST.] 
An evolutionist. 

x8s4 H. Strickland Travel Thoughts 12 You are a Ves- 
tiges of Creation developist, and think that a Frenchman 
may, by cultivation, be developed into an Englishman. 

Development { development). Also 8-9 de- 
velops-. [f. Develi.b v. + -MENT, after F. dive- 
loppement , in 15th c. desv~.] The process or fact 
of developing; the concrete result of this pro- 
cess. 

1 . A gradual unfolding, a bringing into fuller 
view ; a fuller disclosuie or working out of the de- 
tails of anything, as a plan, a scheme, the plot of 
a novel. Also quasi -cotter, that in which the fuller 
unfolding is embodied or realized. 

[1752 Chesterf. Lett, cclxxvi, (1792) III. 263 A dSveloppe - 
ment that must prove fatal to Regal and Papal pretensions.] 
1756 J. Warton Ess. Pope I. 49 (T.) These observations on 
Thomson . . might still be augmented by an examination 
and developement of the beauties in the loves of the birds, in 
Spring; a view of the torrid zone in Summer ; [etc.]. 1759 

Sterne Tr. Shandy I. xiii. (R.), A map ... with many other 
pieces and developements of this work will be added to the 
end of the twentieth volume. 1786 Francis the Philan- 
thropist I. 155 Congratulations .. on the developement, so 
much to his honour, of this intricate and confused affair. 

1851 Gladstone Glean. IV. v. 5 Essential to the entire 
development of my case. 

2 . Evolutiou or bringing out from a latent or 
elementary condition ; the production of a natural 
force, energy, or new form of matter. 

1794 Sullivan View Nat. 1 . 176 How slow is the develope- 
ment of heat. 1863 E. V. Neale Anal. Th. 4* Nat. 214 
The development discernible in nature, is only the bringing 
to light a new manifestation of forces already existing, with 
the same characters, under some other manifestation. 1863 
Tyndall Heat i. § 6. (1870) 5 Experiments which illustrate 
the development of heat by mechanical means. 

3 . The growth and unfolding of what is in the 
germ ; the condition of that which is developed ; 
a, of organs and organisms. 

1796 J efferson in Morse A mer. Geog. I. 92 The develope- 
ment and formation of great germs. 1813 Sir H, Davy 
Agric. Chem. (1814) 213 The various stages of the develop- 
ment and decay of their organs. 1835 Kirby & Sp. Entomol. 
Let. iii, The transformations of insects, .strictly, they ought 
rather to be termed a series of developments. 1840 Dana 
Zooph. (1848) 686 The latter also differ in their modes of 
developement. 1862 Sir B. Brodie Psychol. Inq. II. i. 5 
Watching the development of buds and flowers. 1873 Ben- 
nett & Dyer tr. Sacks* Bot. 327 As the development pro- 
gresses the cells . . become differentiated. 1877 Huxley 
Anat. Inv . A stint, iii. in The development of the sponges 
has been carefully investigated. . 1880 Haughton Pkys. 
Geog. 1. 16 Some are now in their infancy ; others in the full 
vigour of their development. 

fo. Of races of plants and animals : The same as 
Evolution- ; the evolutionary process and its result. 
Development theory or hypothesis {Biol .) : the doc- 
trine of Evolution ; applied especially to that form 
of the doctrine taught by JLamarck (died 1829). 

1844 R. Chambers Vestiges of Creation 10 r ( title\ Hypo- 
thesis of the Development of the Vegetable and Animal 
Kingdoms. Ibid. 202 The whole train of animated beings 
..are then to be regarded as a series of advances of the 
principle of development, which have depended upon exter- 
nal physical circumstances to which the resulting animals 
are appropriate. 1849 H. Miller Footpr. Great, xiii. (1874) 
243 The development visions of the Lamarckian . 1831 G. F. 
Richardson Inlrod. Geol. 306 The theory of progressive de- 
velopment receives no support from the facts unfolded by 
the history of fossil reptiles. 1866 Argyll Reign Law 1. 
(ed. 4) 32 All theories of Development have been simply 
attempts to a suggest . . the physical process by means of 
which, this ideal continuity of type and pattern has been 
preserved. *871 Tylor Prim. Cult. I. 1 Its various grades 
may be regarded as stages of development or evolution, 
each the outcome of previous history. 1878 Stewart & Tait 
Unseen Univ. iv. § 151. 156 Creation belongs to eternity and 
development to time. 
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C. The bringing out of the latent capabilities (of 
anything) ; the fuller expansion (of any principle 
or activity). 

1 85 s R. W, Dale few. Temp, xii. (1877) 131 A promise 
the final developement and fulness of which we are still 
waiting for. 1874 Green Short Hist. v. § 2. 225 A yet 
larger development of their powers was offered to the Com- 
mons by Edward himseif. Ibid. ix. 697 A mightier and 
more rapid development of national energy. 1878 Lecky 
Eng. in 18 th C. II. v. 50 The real development of Scotch 
industry dates from the Union of 1707. 1879 Lubbock Addr. 
Pol. 4 Editc. iv. 8 $ Natural science, as a study is perhaps 
the first in development of our powers. 1879 Cassell’s Techn. 
Educ . IV. 34/2 This extraordinary development of the iron 
manufacture. 

4. Gradual advancement through progressive 
stages, growth from within. 

1836 J. Gilbert Chr. A tonem. iv. (1852V 104 Only where 
those means exist, .is there a development of holy character. 
1845 J. H. Newman Ess. Developm, 1. i. (1846) 37 The de- 
velopment of an idea, being the germination, growth, and 
perfection of some living . . truth. 2862 Garbett Boyle 
Led . 46 This scheme . . exhibits a progressive development, 
in which there is not a missing link. 1862 S. Lucas Secularia 
6 Nations proceed in a course of Development, their later 
manifestations being potentially present in the earliest ele- 
ments. 1867 Freeman Norm . Cong. < 1876) I. iv. 251 Gradual 
developement without any sudden change. 

5. A developed or well-grown condition ; a state 
in which any thing is in vigorous life or action. 

1851 G. F. Richardson Jntrod. Geol. 258 The genus Ser- 
pula . . attained its greatest development in the oolitic seas. 
1851 Mansel Prolog, Log. (i860) 18 His disciple, .has carried 
the doctrine to its fullest development. 1870 Rolleston 
Anim. Life Introd. 49 The great development of the 
sternum whence the muscles of flight take origin. 1871 
Smiles Charac. xii. (1876) 366 The highest development of 
their genius. 1875 Jowett Plato (ed. 2) I. 76 The Laches 
has more play and development of character. 

0. The developed result or product ; a developed 
form of some earlier and more rudimentary or- 
ganism, structure, or system. 

1845 J. H. Newman Ess. Develop m. 1. iii. (1846) 58 The 
butterfly is the development . . of the grub. 1856 Froude 
Hist. Eng. (1858) I i. 2 The last orders of Gothic architec- 
ture were the development of the first. 1871 R. W. Dale 
Commandm. Introd. 4 The Christian Faith may be spoken 
of as, in some sense, the development of Judaism. 1873 
M. Arnold Lit. 4 Dogma Pref. (1876) 22 Attacking Romish 
developments from the Bible, which . . were evidently . . 
false developments. 1877 E. R. Conder Bas. Faith i. 5 
Natural to man only as a development, not as an original 
element in his nature. 

II. Technical uses. 

7. a. Geom. The action of unrolling a cylindrical 
or conical surface, the unbending of any curved 
surface into a plane, or of a non-plane curve into 
a plane curve, fb. Applied to the unrolling 
of a papyrus or other roll which has become 
rigid (obs.). 

1800 J. Hayter Herculanean 4 Pompeian MSS. 12 About 
thirty years ago, His Sicilian Majesty ordered the Develope- 
ment, the Transcription, and the printing of the Volumes 
[rolls], .to be undertaken. 2817 {title), Herculaneum Rolls. 
— Correspondence Relative to a Proposition made by Dr. 
Sickler, of Hildburghausen, upon the Subject of their De- 
velopment. 2878 Huxley Physiogr. xix. 333 Let the out- 
line of the country be projected on this cone : then on un- 
folding the paper, it may be spread out on a flat surface : 
hence the method is known as that of conical development. 
Ibid. 336 The polar regions are not brought within Mer- 
cator’s projection, for the poles are supposed, by the cylin- 
drical development to be indefinitely distant, 
e. See quots. 

2874 Knight Did. Meek., Development , The process of 
drawing the figures which given lines on a curved surface 
would assume, if that surface were a flexible sheet and were 
spread out flat upon a plane without alteration of area and 
without distortion. 1879 Cassell's Techn. Educ, IV. 195/1 
To draw the various forms required in ‘ development * — that 
is the covering of surfaces. 

8 . Math. The process by which any mathematical 
expression is changed into another of equivalent 
value or meaning, and of more expanded form ; the 
expanded form itself. 

2816 tr. Lacroix ’ Diff. 4 hit. Calc. 148 This develope- 
ment has been obtained by first putting x+h instead of x. 

1837 Penny Cycl. VIII. 445/1 The mathematical use of an 
expression is frequently facilitated by employing its develop- 
ment. *— Ibid., The usual form of development is into infinite 
series. 

9. The action of developing a photograph ; the 
process whereby the latent image on the exposed 
film is rendered visible by the chemical precipita- 
tion of new material on the surface. 

2845 A tkenmim 29 Mar, 322^3 If an impressed Daguerreo- 
type plate . . be exposed to the vapour_ of chlorine, iodine, 
or bromine . . the nascent picture is obliterated, so as to be 
no longer capable of developement by the vapour of mercury. 
2861 Photogr. News Aim. in Circ. Sc. I. 160/2 Add more 
silver, till the development is complete. 2882 Eng.' Meek. 
No. 874. 382/1 The exposed plates, after development and 
before fixing, should be put [etc.]. 

10. Mus. The unfolding of the qualities or capa- 
cities of a musical phrase or subject by modifica- 
tions of melody, harmony, tonality, rhythm, etc., 
esp. in a composition of elaborate form, as a sonata ; 
the part of a movement in which this takes place. 
Also attrib. 

1880 Parry in Grove Did. Mus. s.v., The most perfect 
types of development are to be found in Beethoven's works, 


with whom not seldom the greater part of a movement is 
the constant unfolding and opening out of all the latent 
possibilities of some simple rhythmic figure. 2880 Stainer 
Composition ix. § 156 This splendid musical form [sonata- 
form] differs . . chiefly in having a Development-portion. 
Ibid. § 166 A figure, or rhythmic motive, or melodic phrase 
from any part preceding the double bar [of a movement in 
sonata-form] may be chosen for development.^ 2889 H. A. 
Harding A na lysis of Form 5 The Coda begins with a de- 
velopment of the figure taken from the 1st subject. Ibid., 
The development commences in C major. 

11. attrib. See also 3 b. 

2883 Pall Mali G. 12 Feb 5/2 No development work has 
been done whatever, not a shaft has been sunk. 

Hence Developmenta*rian, BeveTopmentist, | 
nonce-wds., one who holds a theory of develop- 
ment or evolution in biology, theology, etc. ; an 
evolutionist. 

1865 Morn. Star 2 Sept., The most curious part of the 
business is that some polygenists are also developmentarians. 
2870 Sat. Rev. XXIX. 807 If Mr. Proctor were a develop- 
mentist, and boldly laid it down that out of elementary 
substances of proved identity with those of our earth . . life 
. . must of necessity be engendered in forms much the same 
as those we know. 1888 Indian Churchman 26 May 144 
No loophole of escape is here left for the * developmen- 
tarians \ 

Developmental (diVedopme-ntal), a. [f. prec. 

+ -al.] Of, pertaining, or incidental to develop- 
ment; evolutionary. 

Developmental disease , a disease which Is associated with 
a stage or process in the development of the body. 

1849 Owen Parthenogenesis 8 So much of the primary 
developmental processes. 2859 Darwin Orig. Species xiv. 
(1873) 390 Sometimes it is only the earlier developmental 
stages which fail. 1864 Daily Tel. 27 July, Deaths by con- 
vulsions rose from 38 to 71 . . by developmental diseases of 
children from 24 to 42. 1883 Birm. Weekly Post it Aug. 3/6 
One of the diseases, so called, of the developmental class 
— viz., senile decay. 2884 Knowledge No. 160. 422 They 
are interesting from a developmental point of view. 2890 
H umphry Old Age 5 A developmental or physiological death 
terminates the developmental or physiological decay. 

Hence Developme'ntalist, nonce-wd ., an evolu- 
tionist. 

2862 Temple Bar Mag, V. 215 According to the develop- 
mentalists . . the various races of men. .gradually developed 
themselves in the progress of ages, from lower forms of 
animal life. 

Developme*ntally, adv. [f. prec. + -ly *.] 
In relation or reference to development. 

2849-32 Owen in Todd Cycl.Anat. IV. 873/1 The investiga- 
tion . . of this vast subject zootomicaily, developmentally, and 
microscopically. 1863 Huxley Mans Place Nat. iii. 148 
The base of the skull may be demonstrated developmentally 
to be its relatively fixed part. 1874 Carpenter Ment. Phys. 
11. xv. (1879) 571 The retina may be developmentally regarded 
as a kind of off-shoot from the optic ganglion. 

f Deve*nerate, v. Obs. ~ °. [ad. L. devener- 
an to reverence, f. De- 3 J - venerdri to worship.] 
1623 Cockeram, Deuenerate, to worship. 

i Be venu* state, V. Obs. rare — \ [f. late L. 
devenustdre yGellius) to disfigure, deform, f. De- 6 
+ venustdre to beautify, venustus beautiful : see 
-ate 3.] trans. To deprive of beauty or comeli- 
ness ; to disfigure, deform. 

2653 Waterhouse Apol. Learning 245 (L.) To see what 
yet remains of beauty and order devenustated, and exposed 
to shame and dishonour. 

t Dever, sb. Obs. } ME, form of Devoir, duty. 

+ Deve'rgence. Obs. rare-*, [ad. late L. 
devergentia vGellius) an inclining downward, a 
sloping, f. devergere , f. De- i 4 - vergTre to incline, 
turn.] Downward slope, declivity. 

1727 Bailey vol. II, Devergence, a devexity or declivity, 
by which any thing tends or declines downward. 2755 
Johnson, Devergence, declivity, declination. (Did.) 1847 
Craig, Devergence, Devergency, declivity; declination. Obs. 
[1864 Webster, Devergence, Devergency, the same as Di- 
vergence.) _ 

Dever s, deversion, -itie : see Divers-. 

+ Deve rsary. Obs. rare. [? ad. L. dever- 
sorium lodging-house, inn.] ?A lodging-house, 
inn, tavern : see Dtvebsoky. 

c 2485 Digby Myst . {1882)111. 754 , 1 was drynchyn In synne 
deversarye. 

Devest (diVe’st), v. arch. [a. OF. devester 
( 13 th c.), also desvestir ( 12 th c. in Hatzf.), Ldes -, 
di- — L. dis- (see De- 6 , Dis-) + vestir, mod.F. 
vHiri—L. vestire to clothe. The Latin dictionaries 
cite a single instance of devestlre to undress, from 
Appuleius ; but in Romanic, the prefix is dis-, des- \ 
cf. Pr. desvestir , devestir, It. divestire , med.L. dis-, 
di de-vestire, from OFr, In later English the 
prefix is conformed to classical L. analogies as 
Divest, q.v., and devest now survives only in 
sense 5 (in which divest also occurs).] 
f l. trans . To unclothe, undress, disrobe (a per- 
son) ; reft, to undress oneself. Obs. 

2598 Yqng Diana 13 If that she was alone, deuesting her. 
2599 Shaks. Hen. V, 11. iv. 78 That you deuest your selfe, 
and lay apart The borrowed Glories. 2604 — Otk. 11. iii. 
181 Like Bride and Groome Deuesting them for Bed. 2623 
Cockeram, Deuest , to vncloath one. <22623 Fletcher 
Woman's Prize 1. ii, Leave it Maria : Devest you with obe- 
dient hands; to bed ! 1649 A Icoran 427 Whose filthy naked- 
ness must appear When he is devested. 

+b.^%. To dismantle, reduce toa defenceless state. 


2632 Gaxtle Magastrom. 335 The City of Rome being 
mightily devested by the Gaules, the Senators began to 
deliberate, whether they should repaire their ruined walls, 
or flee to Vej us. 

t 2. To strip (a person) of clothes, armour, etc. ; 
to strip or deprive of anything that clothes or 
covers, or is fig. considered to do so. Obs. 

1583 Stanyhurst TEneis 1. (Arb.) 33 Troilus hee marcked 
running, deuested of armour. 2683 Gadbury in Wharton's 
Whs. Pref., Left naked, and devested of every thing. 1687 
Dryden Hind ^ P. 1. 187 And Aaron of his Ephod to devest. 
2722 Wollaston Relig. Nat. v. 122 Thoughts in their naked 
state, devested of alTwords. 1809 Kendall Trav. II. xlvii. 
148 One crab devested of its shell, 
t fifi To strip (a person or thing) of (from) 
possessions, rights, or attributes ; to denude, dispos- 
sess, deprive ; rarely in good sense, to free, rid. 

2363 Sackville in Mirr. Mag., Buckingham xxix, The 
royall babes deuested from theyr trone. 1640 Sanderson 
Serm . II. 155 We will speak of things, .considered in them- 
selves, and as they stand devested of all circumstances. 1642 
Milton Ch. Govt. 11. iii. (1851) 158 With much more reason 
. . ought the censure of die Church be quite devested and 
disintal’d of all jurisdiction. 2647 Ward Simp. Cobler 15 
W hat a Cruelty it is to devest Children of that onely externall 
priviledge ! 1647 Jer. Taylor Dissuas. Popery 11. 1. § 11 
How to devest it from its evil appendages. 1660 — Dud. 
Dubit. ii. i. To say that God. .had devested them of their 
rights. 2671 True Nonconf. 268 To devest^ Preaching of this 
Authority. 2686 Goad Celest. Bodies 1. xviii. 117 The Aspects 
are not wholly devested of Influence when under the Horizon. 
i*4:. a. To take or pluck off (the clothing of 
any one), fa. To put off (clothing, anything worn, 
home, possessed, or held) ; to throw off, give up, 
lay aside, abandon. Obs. 

2366 Drant Horace To Rdr. 2 Few or none doo attempt 
to deuest or pluck of her vaile of bypocrisie. 1625 Donne 
Serm. lxvi. 667 As those Angels doe not devest Heaven by 
coming, so there, Soules invest Heaven in their going. 2626 
Ibid. iv. 33 No man that hath takei-p Orders can . . devest 
his orders when he will, a 1631 Ibid. i. (1634' 5 The highest 
cannot devest mortality. ^ — Poems (2650) 252 Who. .made 
whole townes devest Their wals and bulwarks. 1673 S. C. 
A rt of Complaisance 5 Perswading them that we have de- 
vested our own enmity. 2673 Art Contentm. ix. §4.224 
That ugly form . . by use devests its terror. 1765 Black- 
stone Comm. I. 370 This natural allegiance .. cannot be 
devested without [etc.]. 

t c. rt-fl. To devest oneself of to strip or dispos- 
sess oneself of ; to put or throw off, lay down, lay 
aside. Obs. 

1633 J. Done Hist. Septuagint 2 His Father . . devested 
himselfe of all Authority. 2632 Hobbes Leinatk. n. xxvi. 
147 To be able . . to devest himselfe of all fear. 1672 M arvell 
Reh. 'J 'ransp. 1. 239 The same day that they took up Divinity, 
they devested themselves of humanity. 1707 Curios, in 
Hnsb. 4- Card. 330 Salt .. cannot devest it seif of the Im- 
pression it had received from Nature. 1791 Boswell Johnson 
an. 1783 (1816) IV. 273 The Reverend Mr. Shaw, a native 
of the Hebrides . . devested himself of national bigotry. 

5. Law. a. To take away (a possession, right, 
or interest vested in any one), to alienate ; to annul 
(any vested right), to convey away. To devest out 
of : the opposite of to * vest in ’. 

2574 tr. Littleton's Tenures 32 a, They cannot deveste 
that thing in fee which hath beene vested in theire house. 
2613 Sir H. Finch Law{%6 36)43 If a woman hauing chattels 
personall take a husband, the Law deuesteth the property 
out of her, and vesteth it in her husband onely. 1767 
Blackstone Comm. II. 184 The interest, which the survivor 
originally had, is clearly not devested by the death of his 
companion. 1818 Cruise Digest (ed. 2) II. 364 Where ., 
the freehold is not conveyed away or devested. 1840 S. 
Warren 10,000 a Year ix. in Blacbw. Mag. XLVIII. 92 
The estate had once been vested, and could not subse- 
quently be de- vested by an alteration or blemish in the 
instrument. 1842 Stephen Laws Eng. (1874) II. 687 The title 
of any person instituted, .to any benefice with cure of souls 
will be afterwards devested unless he shall publicly read, . 
the 39 articles. 2848 Ar mould Mar. lnsur. (1866) I. 1. iii. 
104 A mere pledge of the property, as a collateral security, 
does not devest all his insurable ‘interest out of the property 
originally insured. 

f b. To dispossess (a person) of any right, au- 
thority, etc., with which lie is invested. Obs. 

2644 H. Parker Jits Pop. 17 It invests the grantee without 
devesting the grantor. 1661 Cressy Ref. Oathes Snprem. 
4* Alleg , He [Hen. VIII] devested tlm Pope, and assumed 
to himself the power of Excommunication. 2673 in PIcton 
IP pool Mimic. Rec. (1.883) I* 268 Persons which beare . . 
offices . . and are not legally devested. 1810 J. Marshall 
Const. Opin. (1839) 133 The same power may devest any 
other individual of his lands. 

Ii en ce Beve’sted pfl. a . , Deve ‘sting 1 vbl. sb . ) 
also B eve stment. 

2603 Holland Plutarch's Mar. 2303 The devesting of 
trees, which . . begin to shed and lose their leaves, 2647 
M. Hudson Div. Right Govt. Introd. 6 By the Generali 
devestment of the creature of all its native graces and bless- 
ings. 2660 Boyle New Exp. Phys , Mech. xxii. 164 They 
. . lay aside the disguise of Air, and resume the devested 
form of Liquors. 2672 Petty Pol. Anat. 42 The people of 
Ireland are all in Factions .. called English and Irish, Pro- 
testants and Papists : Though indeed the real distinction is 
vested and devested of the Land belonging to Papists, ann. 
3641." 

Devestiture, obs. var. of Divestitube. 

Deve sture, rare . [a. OF. des-, devesture, 

> eure ( 14 th c. in Godef.) Rom. type *desvestitura, 
f. desvestire : see Devest and - ube*; cf. Divestcbi-:.] 
The action of devesting : putting off (as clothes) ; 
dispossession (of property). 

2648 W. Mountague Devout Ess. 1. xiv. § 3 (R.) The 
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very disadvantage we have . .in the devesture of self-respects. 
1798 Colebkooke tr. Digest Hindu Law uSox > III. 52 
Devesture of property happens three ways ; by degradation, 
by abdication or renunciation, and by natural death. 

tDeve'X, a. and sb. Obs. [ad. L. devex-us in- 
clined or sloping downwards, pa. pple. of dev eh ere, 
f. De- I. e + vehere to carry, convey.] 

A. ad/. Bent or bending down, inclined or 
sloping downward. 

11420 Pallad. on Husk in. 920 Thai love lande devexe 
and inclinate. 1669 Baddily & Naylor Life T. Morton 
To Rdr., In his devex old age. 1727 Bailey vol. II, Devex, 
hollow like a valley ; bowed down, bending. 1775 in Ash. 

B. sb. Downward slope, declivity ; Devex it y. 
1627 May Lucan x. 47 Vpon the Westerne lands (Follow- 
ing the worlds deuexe) he meant to tread. 

Hence f Beve’xness. 

1727 Bailey vol. II, Devexness, devexity, bendingness 
downwards. 

tBeve*xed, ppl a . Obs. [f. prec. + -ed.] 
Bent or bowed down. 

1562 Wills <5* Inv. N. C. (Surtees 1835) 205 Yf he shalhe 
by aidg or other wyse devexed or blynd. 
t Deve*xion. [irreg. f. h. devex-us 1 see Devex.] 
1727 Bailey vol. II, Devex ion, devexity, bendingness or 
shelvingness. 1775 in Ash. 

t Beve*xity. Obs. Also 7 di-. [ad. L. de- 
vexitds, f. devexus : see Devex and -ity.] Down- 
ward slope or incline ; concavity : see qnots. 

1601 Holland Pliny J. 32 No man doubteth that the water 
of the sea came euer in any shore so far as the deuexitie 
would have suffered. Ibid. 34 So far as the other deuexitie 
or fall of the earth. x6ix Cotgr., Devexite, deuexitie ; a 
hollownesse, bowing, bending, hanging double, a 16x8 
Davies Wittes Pilgrimage (1876J 30 (D.) His haire..Doth 
glorifie that Heaun’s Divexity, His head. 1656 Blount 
Glossogr., Devexity, the hollowness of a valley, a bending 
down. 1678 in Phillips. 1775 in Ash. 

t Deveyn. Obs. rare. In phrase in deveyn(e, 
in vain. 

c 3400 Lanfranc's Cirurg. (MS. B) 17 pat he traveylle 
no3t in deveyne [MS. A, in veyn]. Ibid. (MS. A) 120 pei 
speken in devyn [MS. B, deveyn]. 

t Be'viant, ppl. a. Obs. rare. [ad. late L. de- 
viant-em , pr. pple. of devidre : see next and -ain’t.] 

1 . Deviating; divergent. 

c 1400 Rom. Rose 4789 From youre scole so devyaunt 
I am. 1623 Cockeram, Deuiant , farre out of the way. 

2 . That diverts or causes to turn aside. 

1471 Ripley Comp. Alch . Pref. in Ashm. (1652) 12 1 O de- 
viaunt fro danger, O drawer. 

t De'viate, ppl a. Ohs. rare. [ad. late L. de- 
viat-us , pa. pple. oi devidre to turn out of the way; 
see next.] Turned out of the way ; remote. ^ 

1560 Rolland Crt. Venus 1. 208 Thovv art far deuiat For 
to conforme thy lufe to sic estait. 1638 Sir T. Herbert 
Trav. (ed. 2) 196 In the way no doubt, or not farre deviat 
to Rages. 

Deviate (drvii^t), v. [f. L. deviat- ppl. stem 
of devidre (Augustine and Vulgate), to turn out of 
the way, f. Dm- I. 2 + via way. Cf. F. devier 
(Oresme, 14th c.).] 

1 . intr. To turn aside from the course or track ; 
to turn out of the way; to swerve. 

1635 Quarles Enibl. iv. iii. (1718) 199 Neither stand still, 
nor go back, nor deviate. 1675 Ogilby Brit. Pref., Some | 
have deviated more than a whole Degree. 1748 Anson s \ 
Voy. in, vi. 348 Nor did they deviate in the least from their j 
course. 1749 Fielding Tom Jones xn. xi, Our travellers 
deviated into a much less frequented track, i860 Tyndall 
Glac. I. xviii. 127 We hewed our steps, .but were soon glad 
to deviate from the ice. 

2 . Jig. To turn aside from a course, method, or 
mode of action, a rule, standard, etc. ; to take a 
different course, diverge. 

a 1633 Austin If edit. (1635) 8 We had not onely deviated, 
and like Sheepe gone astray, but were become Enemies. 
1659 B. Harris ParwaVs Iron Age 28 They had deviated 
from their duty. i68?i Dryden Mac Flecknoe 20 The rest 
to some faint meaning make pretence, But Shadwell never 
deviates into sense. 1777 Watson Philip II (1839) 165 Those 
who deviated, or whom he suspected of deviating, from the 
Catholic faith. 1824 Macaulay Ess., Milford's Greece 
Wks. 1866 VII. 684 By resolutely deviating from his prede- 
cessors he is often in the right, i860 Tyndall Glac. 1. xvi. 
108 Why I deviated from my original intention. 

b. To digress from the subject in discourse or 
writing. 

1638 Sir T. Herbert Trav. (ed. 2) 241, I have deviated, 
this was discourse at dinner, not yet ended. 1823 Byron 
Juan ix. xli, I am apt to grow too metaphysical .. And 
deviate into matters rather dry. 

e. To diverge or depart in opinion or practice. 
1660 Barrow Euclid Pref. (1714' 3 It seem'd not worth my 
while to deviate, .from him. 1811 L. M. Hawkins Ctess 
<$• Gertr. II. 79, I say nothing of sectaries : as they profess 
to deviate from us, they do not belong to us. 

d. Of things (usually abstract) : To take a 
different course, or have a different tendency; to 
diverge or differ {from a standard, etc.). 

169a Bentley Boyle Lect.v. 149 If ever Dead Matter 
should deviate from this Motion. 1770 Junius Lett, xxx vii. 
181 As far as the fact deviates from the principle, so far the 
practice is vicious and corrupt. 1801 Strutt Sports <$• Past. 

1. ii. 33 Particulars, .deviating from the present methods of 
taking fish. 1870 Max Muller Sc. Relig. 11873) 301 Sans- 
krit and Greek have deviated from each other, 

3 . trans. To turn (anyone) out of the way, turn 
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aside, divert, deflect, change the direction of. {lit. 

andy%*) ... , 

1660 Willsford Scales Comm. Aviijb, None shall be., 
deviated with doubtfull directions. _ 1685^ Cotton tr. Mon- 
taigue xxxv. (D.), To let them deviate him from the right 
path. 1879 Newcomb & Holden Astroiu 63 The eye-lens., 
receives the pencil of rays, and deviates it to the observer s 
eye, 1894 Pop . Set. Monthly June, If the angle of vision m 
one eye be deviated even to a slight degree.. we see two 
images. 

f 4 . trans. To depart from. Obs. rare. 

1757 Mrs. Griffith Lett. Henry <$• Frances (1767) H- 222 
This primitive reason is the great criterion, which may be 
deviated, according as reason or conscience instructs the. . 
mind. 

Hence Deviating ppl. a. 

1883 Pall Mall G. 13 Sept. 11/2 Ten batteries, ten deviat- 
ing points, and ten induction coils have about six times the 
power of one battery. 

Deviation (dm^-Jon). [n. of action from L. 
devidre to Deviate : cf. med.L. devidtio, F. devia- 
tion (1461 in Godef. Suppl.\ not in Cotgr.; in 
Acad. Did. only from 1762).] 

1 . The action of deviating; turning aside from 
a path or track ; swerving, deflexion. 

1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. vi. iv. 288 The dayes 
encrease or decrease according to the declination of the 
Sun ; that is, its deviation Northward or Southward from 
the ./Equator. 1697 Dampier Voy , I. x. 287 According as 
the Ship deviated from its direct course, .such deviation is 
. .exprest by N. or S, 1781 Cowler Friendship 113^ They 
manifest their whole life through The needle’s deviations 
too. 1831 Brewster Optics iv. 29 The angle . . representing 
its angular change of direction, or the angle of deviation , 
as it is called. 

f b. Astron. The deflexion of a planet’s orbit 
from the plane of the ecliptic; attributed in the 
Ptolemaic astronomy to an oscillatory motion of 
the deferent. Obs. 

1727-51 Chambers Cyc/., Deviation, in the old astronomy, 
a motion of the deferent, or eccentric, whereby it advances 
to, or recedes from, the ecliptic. The greatest deviation of 
Mercury is sixteen minutes ; that of Venus is only ten. 

c. Comm , Voluntary departure from the intended 
course of a vessel without sufficient reason. 

1809 R. Langford Introd. Trade 131 Deviation, a depar- 
ture from the regular course of a voyage without cause, 
which renders the assurance irrecoverable if the ship is lost. 

2 . Divergence from the straight line, from the 
mean, or standard position ; variation, deflexion ; 
the amount of this ; f the declination or variation 
of the magnetic needle {obs.). 

1675 Ogilby Brit, Pref. 3 Measuring even the smallest 
Deviations of the Way. 1690 Leybourn Curs, Math. 607 
This Deviation of the Needle is called by the Mariners, the 
North-Easting or North-Westing of the Needle. 1858 
Greener Gunnery 375 The mean deviation on the target 
from the centre of the group of 10 hits being only '85 of 
a foot at 500 yards’ range. 

b. spec. The deflexion of the needle of a ship’s 
compass, owing to the magnetism of the iron in 
the ship or other local cause. 

1821 A. Fisher Jrnl. Voy. Disc. 3 An experiment, .for., 
ascertaining the effect of local attraction on the compasses ; 
or, to use the term that has been lately adopted, to deter- 
mine the deviation of the compass, or magnetic needle, 
with the ship’s head brought to the different points of the 
compass. 1834 Nat. Philos., Navigation iii. lxiii. 30 (Useful 
Knowl. Soc.) The deviation of the compass was first ob- 
served by Mr. Wales, the astronomer of Capt. Cook. 

e. Path. Divergence of one or both of the optic 
axes from the normal position. Conjugate devia- 
tion : see Conjugate a. 5. 

3 . fig. Divergence from any course, method, rule, 
standard, etc. ; with a and pi., an instance of this. 
(The earliest and most frequent sense.) 

1603 Holland Plutarch's Mor. 1307 The obscuration or 
ecclip.se of jthe sunne, the defect of the moone. .be as it were 
the excursions, deviations out of course. 1651 Hobbes 
Leviath. n. xxvii. 151 All manner of deviation from the 
Law. <11665 J* Goodwin Filled w. the Spirit <1867) 236 
To walk in ways of righteousness, .without any scandalous 
or self-allowed deviation. 1713 Steele Englishman No. 3. 
18 His Ministers are responsible for all his Deviations from 
Justice. 1793 Trial of Fyshe Palmer 1 4 This trifling devia- 
tion in the spelling could not possibly be of any consequence. 
1842 Grove Corn. Pkys . Forces (ed. 2) 27 A deviation from 
the plain accepted meaning of words, i860 Tyndall Glac. 1. 
xviii. 120 There was no deviation from the six -leaved type. 
187a J. G. Murphy Comm. Lev. v. 1 Iniquity, that is devia- 
tion from equity. 1881 Westcott & Hort Grk. N, T. 
Introd. § 7 Inherited deviations from the original. 

+b. Formerly sometimes ah sol. *= Deviation from 
rectitude, moral declension, or goingastray. 

1625 Sir S. D'Ewes Jmls. Pari. (1783) 32 He [Jas. I] 
had his vices and deviations. 1748 Richardson Clarissa 
(J.), Worthy persons, .inadvertently drawn into a deviation. 
a 1831 A. Knox Rent. (1844} 1 . 79 A feeling, .which years of 
subsequent deviation did not wholly destroy. 

t c. A turning aside from the subject, a digres- 
sion. Obs. rare. 

1665 Sir T. Herbert Trav. (1677’i 159 Fearing I have 
made too large a deviation, a 1713 Shaftesb. Misc. Reft, 
i. Wks. 1749 III. 10 To vary . . from my propos'd Subject, 
and make what Deviations or Excursions I shall think fit. 

Beviative (dPvijitiv), a. [f. L. deviat- ppl. 
stem + -ivj£«J Causing or tending to deviation or 
deflexion. 

1878 Lockyer Stargazing 400 A crown-glass prism is 
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cemented on a flint one of sufficient angle that their deviati ve 
powers reverse each other. 

Deviator (drvii^taj). [a. late L. devidtor 
(Augustine), agent-n. f. devidre to Deviate.] 

1 . One who deviates, goes astray, digresses, etc. ; 
see the verb. 

1651 Fuller Abel Rediv. 220 Though Latimer was in 
his heedlesse youth A deviator. 1756 W. Toldervy Hist. 2 
Orphans III. 48 Here we are obliged to be, in some mea- 
sure, deviators. 1851 P. Fairbairn tr. Ifengstenberg’s 
Revel. S. Jo/m i. 7 The de viators are quite at variance 
among themselves. 

2 . An appliance for altering the course of a 
balloon. 

1886 Pall Mall G. 14 Sept. 8/2 Their deviator had ceased 
to act. 

Deviatory (drviatori), a. [f. L. type devid- 
tori-us from devidtor : see prec. and -ory.] Char- 
acterized by deviation. 

1702 S. Parker tr. Cicero De Finibtts 20 The Deviatory 
Motion of the Atoms. 

Device (diVoi's). Forms: 3-5 denis, 4 Sc. 
deuiss, 4-5 deuys, Sc. dewis(e, -ys(s, -ice, 
-yce, 4-6 deuyse, diuis(e, dyuys(e, 4-7 deuise, 
devise, 5-6 deuyee, 6 Sc. devyiss, 6-7 divice, 
5- device. [Here two original OF. and ME. 
words devis and devise have run together. The 
actual form device represents phonetically ME. 
devis , devys, a. OF. devis masc., 4 division, parti- 
tion, separation, difference, disposition, wish, desire, 
will * (Godefroy) ; ‘speech, talke, discourse, a con- 
ference, or communication ; detiising, conferring, or 
talking together ; also, a deuiee, inuention ; dis- 
position or appointment of’ (Cotgr.) ; in mod.F, 
‘ action of discoursing, conversation, talk, speci- 
fication (of work to be done) But the form de- 
vise’ (when not a mere variant spelling of device : 
see below) represents OF. devise fem. 1 division, 
separation, difference, heraldic device, will, testa- 
ment, plan, design, wish, desire, liking, opinion, 
conversation, conference, manner, quality, kind’ 
(Godefroy) ; ‘ a deuiee, posie, embleme, conceit, 
coat or cognizance borne ; an inuention ; a diuision ; 
bound, meere, or marke ditiiding land * (Cotgr.) ; 
in mod.F. 4 action of dividing, that which divides 
or distinguishes, the motto of a shield, seal, etc., 
an adage The two French words correspond to 
Pr. devis, devisa, It. diviso , divisa , Romanic derivs. 
of dtvis- ppl. stem of dividers to divide; see 
Devise v. 

The older word in ME. appears to have been devis, devys , 
but devise also appears from Caxton onward, and prob. 
earlier, at least in the phrase, to devise = F. d devise 
(sense 12). It is however very difficult to distinguish the 
two words, since devise, devyse occurs not only as the 
proper spelling of the repr. of OF. devise , but also, in 
northern and late ME., and in the i6rh c., as a frequent 
spelling of ME. devis, mod. device. In rimes it is gener- 
ally possible to separate devise = devis, device, from devise 
proper, but in other positions it is often^ impossible ; nor 
does the sense give much help, because in O F. devis and 
devise partly coincided in meaning, while the English dis- 
tinctions do not always agree with the French. In later 
times device gradually became the accepted form in all 
senses, except in that of ‘ testamentary bequest which 
still remains Devise, q. v. There is also some reason to 
think that in the 17th c. devises (-oizez) was, in the south 
of England, used in the plural, when device (-ois) was 
written or at least pronounced in the singular : cf. house 
sing., houses (-zez) pi. The sense-development had to a great 
extent taken place before the words were adopted in English, 
so that here the historical and logical orders do not agree.) 

I. The action of devising, contriving, or planning; 
the faculty of devising, inventive faculty ; invention, 
ingenuity. Now arch, and rare. (orig. devis). 

c 1400 Rom. Rose 1413 , 1 ne can the nombre telle Of stremes 
srnale, that by devys Mirthe had don come through condys. 
1513 More Rich. Ill, Wks. 58 The deuise of some con- 
venient pretext. 1563 Shute Archil. Bj b, A pillour of 
their owne deuise. 1568 Bible (Bishops') Acts xvii. 29 
Golde, siluer,or stone grauen by art and mans deuiee. 1594 
Sfenser Amoreiti xxx, That fire, which all thing melts, 
should harden yse ; And yse, which is congeald with sence- 
lesse cold. Should kindle fyre by wonderful devyse ! 1600 
Shaks. A. Y.L. j. i. 174 Hee’s gentle., full of noble deuise. 
1601 Holland Pliny II. 459 As touching the deuise and 
inuention of mony. 1611 Bible Eccles. ix. 10 There is no 
worke, nor deuiee, nor knowledge, nor wisedome in the 
graue whither thou goest. 1634 Sir T. Herbert Trav. 196 
By device, tis so made to open, that [etc.]. 2838 T. Parker 
Historic Americans (1871) 15 Much of our social machinery 
..is of his (Franklin's] device. 

b. The manner in which a thing is devised or 
framed; design, arch. 

C1400 Destr. Troy 1576 The svdes . . of sotell deuyse. 
1611 Shaks. Cymb. 1. vi. 189 ’Tis Plate of rare deuiee. 
1810 Scott Lady of L. i. xxvi. It was a lodge of ample size, 
But strange of structure and device. 1870 Bryant Iliad I. 
v, 136 Who knew to shape all works of rare device, a 1881 
Rossetti R ose Mary, A chiming shower of strange device, 
t c. A contrived shape or figure. Obs. 

a 1400-50 Alexander 359 pis grete god .. In a dredfull 
deuys, a dragons forme. 

f 2 . Purpose, intention. Obs. (prig, devis). 
c 1320 Sir Bates 1887 To sire Beues a smot therwith A 
sterae strok. .Ac a failed© of his diuis And in the heued 
smot Trenchefis. c 1440 Promp. Parv, 120 Devyce, purpose* 
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stria. 1548 Hall Citron. 75 b. When- he had thus ordered 
his affaires accordyng to his device and ordre. 

8, Will, pleasure, inclination, fancy, desire. In 
earlier use chiefly in phr. at one's (own) device 
[OF. a man, ion , etc. devis ] ; later only in pi. ; 
now only in phr. left to one's own devices, etc., 
where it is associated with sense 6. torig devis). 

a 1300 Cursor M. 11576 (Cott.) pat he ne suld rise, A 1 at 
his aim deuise. 1303 R. Brunne Handl. Synne 11786 Hyt 
ys sloghenes and feyntes To take penaunce at j>y dyuys. 
c 1450 Crt. of Lom xii, No sapphire of Inde, no ruby rich 
of price There lacked .than, me thing to my devise. 1533 
Ld. Berners Froiss. I. cccxcyiii. 691 They, .toke a place of 
grounde at their deuyse, abyding their enemyes. 1353 Bk. ! 
Com. Prayer Gen. Conf., We haue folowed to much the 
deuyses [ed. 1607 devices] and desyres of our owne heartes. 
1599 Sandys Europe Spec. (1632) 38 Loosing and knitting 
marriages, by devise at pleasure. 1611 Bible Jer. xviii. 12 
We will walk after our own deuices. 1648 Milton Ps . 
IxxxL 52 Their own conceits they follow’d still, Their own 
devises blind. 1870 Mrs. H. Wood G. Canterbury's Will 
xv, What would you do, if left to your own devices ? 

f ib. Will or desire as expressed or conveyed to 
another ; command, order, direction, appointment; 
Chiefly in phr. at (some one’s) device. Obs. (Cf. 
Devise v. 3.) (ME. devis ; OF. devise .) 

1307 Elegy Edw. I iv, That hit he write at mi devys 
[rime pris]. ^1325 Coer de L. 1439 Lokes that ye doo be 
my devys. <71440 Ipomydon 716 Full feyre he dyd his ser- 
vyse, And servyd the queue at hyr devyse. C1470 Henry 
Wallace vhi. 1150 Sc ho graithit hir apon a gudlye wis, 
With gold and ger and folk at hir dewis. Ibid. x. 473 The 
Bruce askyt ‘ Will thow do my dewyss ? ’ 1523 Ld. Berners 
Froiss. 1 . cxlv. 173, 1 am natte determynedde to folowe his 
deuyse and ease [ faired sa devise ne a son aise]. 1535 
Stewart Cron. Scot. II. 396 God . . At his devyi.ss all thing 
in erth is done. 1335 Coverdale Dan. iv. 24 It is the very 
deuyee of him y fc is hyest of all. 

f 4 . Opinion, notion ; what one thinks about 
something. Sometimes it may mean t opinion 
offered, advice, counsel \ Obs. (In 15th c. devis 
and devise. OF. devise, opinion, sentiment.) 

<71325 E. E. A Hit. P. A. 199 Bounden bene Wyth |>e 
myryeste margarys at my deuyse pat euer I se^et with myn 
y^en. 1393 Gower Conf. I. 278 As thou shalt here my devise, 
■Thou might thy self the better ayise, <71400 Rom. Rose 651 
For certes at my devys Ther is no place in Paradys So 
good, c 1420 Sir A mad ace (Camden; xxix, Thenne iche 
mon sayd thayre deuise. <71430 Lydg. Hors, Shepe, $ G. 
86 Pees to profyr, as to my Devyce, Makythe no delaye. 
<7x435 Torr. Portugal 779 Now wolle ye telle me your 
devyce, That how I may govern me? c 1450 St. Cuthbert 
(Surtees) 2698 As a woman war vnwyse pus sho spird him 
hir deuyse. 1568 Grafton Citron. II. 395 When the Duke 
of Norffolk had heard fully his device, he tooke it not in 
good parte. 1594 2nd Pt. Contention (1843; 125, I prethe 
Dicke let me heare thy deuise. 

f 5 . Familiar conversation, talk, chat. Obs. [OF. 
and raod.F. devise .] 

<7x489 Caxton Blanckardyn xli. 133 Blanchardyn. .talked 
wyth the kynge . . his fader And as' they were thus in de- 
uyses [etc.]. <7 1300 Melusme lix. 348 After many playsaunt 
deuyses and joyful! wordes, they wesshed theire handes and 
sette them at dyner. 1581 Pettie Guazzo’s Civ. Conv. in. 
(1586) 127 To entertaine them with familiar device, as the 
•fashion in Fraunce and other places is, 1600-10 in Shaks. 
C. Praise 40 What for your businesse, news, device, foolerie 
and libertie, I never dealt better since I was a man. 

0 . Something devised or contrived for bringing 
about some end or result; an arrangement, plan, 
scheme, project, contrivance ; an ingenious or 
clever expedient ; often one of an underhand, or 
evil character; a plot, stratagem, trick. 

c 1290 S. Eng. Leg. I. 381/156 ‘ Sire,’ he seide, ‘mi deuis 
ijbou schalt here i-seb : be halle ichulle furst arere.’ 1494 
Fabyan Ckron. vn. 358 All was done according to theyr 
former deuyse. 1335 Coverdale Ps . xxi. 11 They, .ymagined 
soch deuyees, as they were not able to perfourme, 1348 
Hall Citron, xv This devise _so much pleased the sedicious 
congregation. Ibid. 48 b, This device of fortifying an armye 
was at this tyme fyrst invented. Ibid. 158 b, To set open 
the fludde gates of these devises.. 1333 T. Wilson Rhet. 7 
His pollicies and wit tie devises in behove of the publique 
weal. 1568 Bible (Bishops*) 2 Cor. ii. xx We are not ignor- 
ant of his deuises [x6xx deuices]. .1601 Shaks. Twel. M. 11. 
iii, 176 Excellent, I smell a deuice. 1603 Knollks Hist. 
Turks (1638) 140 The Captain e . . declared to him his whole 
deuise. 1782 Priestley Corrupt. Ckr . I, 1. 104 By this 
happy device ... [they] screen themselves. 1843 Macaulay 
Lays A nc. Rome Pref. (18641 25 The device by which Elfleda 
was substit u ted for her young mistress, 

7 . concr. The result of contriving ; something 
devised or framed by art or inventive power ; an 
invention, contrivance ; esp. a mechanical contri- 
vance (usually of a simple character) for some 
particular purpose. 

i c 2323 E. E. Allit. P. A. T39, I hoped §>e water were a de- 
uyse Bytwene myr]?ez by merez made. 1570 Dee Math. 
Pref. 35 He alone, with his deuises and engynes . . spoyled 
and discomfited the whole Army. 1377 B. Googe Heres - 
bach’s Husb. 1. (1586) 41 b, The devise was, a lowe kinde of 
Carre with a couple of wheeles, and the Front armed with 
sharpe Syckles, which forced by the beast through the 
Corne, did cut downe hi before it. 1663 Sir T. Herbert 
Trav. (1677) 120 To remedy which they have devices like 
Turrets upon the topk of their Chimneys to suck in the air 
for refreshment. 1874 Knight Did. Much. L •axS/ir The 
. ■ devices for baling cut hay. • ■ 1884 .{See Devil sh : 8]. ' 
b. Used of things non-material. 

1529 More Supplic. Soulys Wks. 326/2 This exposicion is 
nether our deuise nor ani new founden .'fantasy, but a very 
trueth well perceiued. 1387 Golding De Momay Ep. Ded. 
5 it is not a deuise of man as other Religions are. 16x4 


Br. Hall Recoil. Treat. Ep. Ded. A iij. It was a mad coil- t 
ceit.. . That an huge Giant beares up the earth . .If by this j 
devise he had meant onely an Embleme of Kings. 

8. Something artistically devised or framed ; a j 
fancifully conceived design or figure. 

1399 Langl. Rich. Redeles iil.178 In quentise of clothinge 
ffor to queme sir pride.. and iche day a newe deuyse, it 
dulleth my wittis. 1463 Mann, Househ. Exp. 490 My 
master bout of Arnold gooldsmythe a dyvyse of goold for 
mastres Margret. 1535 Eden Decades 159 Curiously buylded 
with many pleasaunt diuises. 2665 Sir T. Herbert Trav. 
(1677) xig The glass . . curiously painted with such knots 
and devices as the Jews usually make for ornament. 1821 
Craig Led. Drawingx. 21 A practice of painting, in curious 
devices and figures, the coffins destined for the dead. 1879 
H. Phillips Notes Coins 1 The most modern [coins] present 
complicated and intricate devices. 

9 . spec. An emblematic figure or design, esp. one 
borne or adopted by a particular person, family, 
etc., as a heraldic bearing, a cognizance, etc. ; 
usually accompanied by a motto. 

<7 1350 Will. Paleme 3222 pat i haue a god schelfd] . . & wel 
& faire wi]?-inne a werwolf depeynted . . j?e quen j>an dede 
comaunde to crafti men i-nowe, f>at deuis him were di}t er 
bat day eue. c 1385 Chaucer L. G. W. 1272 Dido, And beryn 
in hise devysis for hire sake, N’ot I nat what. 1489 Caxton 
Faytes of A. xv. xv. 276 They take armes att theyre owne 
wylle and suche a deuyse as them plaiseth, wherof som 
grownde . . the same upon theyre name. 1381 Pettie Guazzo's 
Civ. Conv. 11. (1586) 108 b, A Carcanetofgolde. .whereon . .is 
bravelie set forth the devise or armes of the Academie. 
1662 Marston Ant. <$- Mel v. Wks. 1856 I. 55, I did send 
for you to drawe me a devise, an Imprezza, by Sinecdoche 
a Mott. I wold haue you paint me for my device a good 
fat legge of ewe mutton. _ 1608 Shaks. Per. 11. ii. 19 The 
deuice he beares vpon his shield Is a blacke Ethyope, 
reaching at the sunne. The word, Lux tua vita mihi. 
1651 Hobbes Levi at h. lx. 45 Shields painted with such 
Devises as they pleased. 1790 Pennant London xx6 (R.) 
With the hart couchant under a tree, and other devices of 
Richard II. 1862 Burton Bk. Hunter (x%6d) 63 The devices 
or trade emblems of special favourites among the old printers. 

b. A motto or legend borne with or in place of 
such a design. 

1724 Swift Drapiers Lett, vi, I observed the device upon 
his coach to be Libertas et natale solum. 1739 Robertson 
Hist. Scot. vii. (an. 1587', Repeating, .sentences which she 
borrowed from some of the devices then in vogue: antfer, 
aut feri [etc.]. 1851 Longf. ‘ Excelsior' , A banner with the 
strange device, * Excelsior !' 

10 . A fanciful, ingenious, or witty writing or 
expression, a ‘ conceit*. Obs. or arch. 

1576 Gascoigne Notes making of verse § 1 in Steele Cl. 
(Aro.) 31 By this aliquid salts, I meane some good and fine 
deuise, shewing the quicke capacity of a writer. 1376 
Fleming Panopl. Epist . 342 In versifying . . his devises are 
not darkened with mystie cloudes . . tlie conveiaunce of his 
matter is manifest. 1645 Kingdom’s Weekly Post 16 Dec. 
76 This is the man who would have his device alwayes in 
his sermons, which in Oxford they then called conundrums. 
1768 Beattie Minstr. 1. Iii, Ballad, jest, and fiddle’s quaint 
device. 1834 M edwin Angler in Wales II. 193 Some droll 
and merry device. 

11 . Something devised or fancifully invented for 
dramatic representation ; ( a mask played by pri- 
vate persons/ or the like. arch, or Obs. 

1388. Shaks. L. L. L. v. ii. 669 But 1 will forward with my 
deuice. 1390 — 31 ids. N. v. i. 50 The riot of the tipsie 
Bachanals . . That is an old deuice, and it was plaid When 
I from Thebes came last. 1607 — Timon 1. 11. 155 You 
haue . . entertain’d me with mine owne deuice. 1635 Shirley 
Coronal (T.) Masques and devices, welcome t 1789 Burney 
Hist. Mies. III. iv. 273 Baltazar de Beaujoyeux .. having 
published an account of his devises in a book. 1812 Byron 
Ch. Har. 1. Ixvii, Devices quaint, and frolics ever new. 

fl 2 . Phrases. At device, to device [OF. d devzs, 
a devise ] : at or to one’s liking or wish ; perfectly, 
completely, entirely, certainly. At all device , in 
all respects, completely, entirely (cf. point-device) 
Obs. 

1375 Barbour Bruce rv. 264 For mynerfe ay wes wont to 
serfe Hym fullely at all deuiss. Ibid. xi. 348 The king .. 
wes vicht and viss And rieht vorthy at all deuiss. c 1375 
Sc. Leg. Saints , Clemens 628 Clement., empleysit wele in 
godis serwice In althinge, at al dewise. <71383 Chaucer 
L. G. W. 1206 Dido (Tanner), XJp on a courser Sit Eneas 
Hk phebus to deuyse So was he freish arayed in his wise. 
a 1420 Hoccleve De Reg. Princ. 404 He is a noble prechour 
at device. <7x450 Mirour Saluacioun 4141 With thire 
Armures this knyght faght so wele at devis. c 1473 Partenay 
479 A lltel his colour cam, vnto deuise. <1x300 Melusine 
xxi. 126 He is moche fayre & wel shapen of membres, & 
hath a face to deuyse, except that one of his eyen is hyer 
sette than the other is. 15x3 Douglas AEneis x. ix. 85 The 
Troian e pry nee . . with his brand hym bry tnys at devys, In 
maner of ane offerand sacryfys. 

Device, obs. form of Devise v. and sb. 
Devi'ceful, a. Now rare. [£. prec. + -pul.] 
Full of, or characterized by, device, ingenuity or 
invention ; ingenious, ‘ cunning *, ‘ curious *. 

1590 Spenser 'Beares of Muses 385 The devicefull matter 
of my song. 1396 — F. Q. v. Hi. 3 To tell the glorie of the 
feast . . The goodly service, the devicefull sights . . Were 
worke fit for an herauid. x6o6 Marston Parasitaster m* i. 
Oh quick, deviceful, strong-b rain’d Dukamel, Thou art too full 
of wit to be a wife. 16x5 Chapman Odyss. 1. 206 A carpet, 
rich and of deviceful thread. 1621 Quarles Argalus 

P. 1(1636) 24 The quaint Impresas their deviseful shows. 
x68i JH. More in Glanvill Saddncismus l Poster. (1726) x8 
In hts devicefulimagination. 

Hence J>evi*cefuilly (f devisefully) adv.^ in- 
geniously, 1 cunningly * * D evicefulness. 

; a 1631 Donne Poems (1630) 77 The Alphabet Of flowers, 


how they devisefully being set And bound up, might ... 
Deliver errands mutely, and mutually. 1894 Liberal if 
Nov. 3/2 It was from, the Germans that the Japs derived 
all their discipline and devicefulness. 

Bevrceiess, a. [f. as prec. 4 - -LESS.] ' With- 
out a device (in various senses : see the sb.). 

x86<$ Ruskin Crown Wild Olive Pref. 27 To teach that 
there is no device in the grave may . . make the deviceless 
person more contented in his dulness. 1884 Traill New 
Lucian 130 That coin of language which . . has been worn 
down to an unmeaning counter, deviceless and legendless. 

t Bevrctj, ppl- a. Obs . . [ad. L. devict-us, pa. 
pple. of devincere to subdue, £ De- I. 3 + vincere to 
conquer.] Subdued, overcome. 

1432-50 tr. Higden (Rolls) I. 205 A region . . where the 
Wandalynges were devicte. 1541 Becon News out of Heaven 
Early Wks. (1843) 46 Ready to be deviqt and overcome; 
<7x550 Knighthood $ Battle {MS. Cott. Titus, A. xxiii. x) 6 
For mightily what man may renne and lepe, May well 
devicte and saf his party kepe. [But here perhaps a verb], 
Devide, devident, etc., obs. ff. Divide, etc. 
Devil (deVl, de'vil), sb. Forms: 1 diobul, 
diotul, deoful, 1-2 d^ofol, 2-3 deofel, 2-5 
deou el, 3-5 deuel, 4-7 deu.il, devel, 6-7 divel, 
6- devil. Also 1 dioful, deoful, north, diowiil, 
diowl, diou. 1 , diwl, deuil), 3 diefel, Orm. de(o)'- 
fell, 3-4 dieuel, 4 dyevel, 5 dewill, -elle, dyuell, 
5-6 devell, devyl, -yll(e, denyl(l, 5-7 denill, 6 
diuill, 6-7 diuel(l, divel(l, 8-9 dial, divul, Sc, 
deevil; monosyllabic 4-5 deu.1, dele, del, 5 dewle, 
dwill, dwylle, delve, 5-6 dule, 7 de’el, 8-9 Sc. 
deil, Exmoor doul, Lancash. dule. Plural 1 
deoflu, 2 deofle, deofien, defieu, 2-3 deuleu> 
5 develyn ; 1 north, diules, 2 deofles, deoules, 
deuules, deules, doules, 3 Orm. de(o)fless, 4 
devles, devels, etc. ; gen. pi. 1-3 d6ofla, 3-4 
devele ; dat. pi. 1 d^oflum, 2 deoflan, -en. 
[OE. diofol, etc., corresponding to OFris. diovel , 
OS. diutml, -dal, diobol, diabol, diuvil (MDu. 
diivel, dievel , Du. duivel , MLG., LG. duvet)* 
OHG. tiuval, tioval , tiufed (Notker), diuvat, 
diufal (Tatian, Otfiid), MHG. iittvel, tievel, tiufel, 
tiefel, Ger. teufel ; ON., Icel. djbfull (Sw. djefvul 
Dsi.djsevel .) ; Goth, diabaulus, diabulus, immediately 
a. Gr. didfioXos, in Jewish and Christian use £ the 
Devil, Satan ’, a specific application of diafioXos 
* accuser, calumniator, slanderer, traducer f. 5 <a- 
fiaXkeiv to slander, traduce, lit. to throw across, f. 
5 ia through, across + &a\\€tv to cast. The Gr. word 
was adopted in L. as diabolus, whence in the mod, 
Romanic langs., It. diavolo, Sp. diablo , Pg. diabo, 
Pr. diablo, diable, F. diablt t; .also in Slavonic, OSlav. 
diyavolu, diyavoM, etc. In Gothic the word was 
masc., as in Greek and Latin ; the plural does not 
occur; in OHG. it was masc. in the sing., occasion- 
ally neuter in the plural ; in OE. usually masculine, 
but sometimes neuter in the sing., regularly neuter 
in the plural deofol, deoflu ; but the Northumbrian 
Gospel glosses have masculine forms of the plural. 

The Gothic word was directly from Greek ; the forms in 
the other Teutonic langs. were partly at least from Latin, 
and prob. adopted more or less independently of each other. 
Thus ON. djdfull regularly represents an original diatuli. 
OE. diobul, deoful, deofol can also be referred to an earlier 
diabul, diavol (cf. It. diavolo), l b coming, through to, from 
earlier* fa. The OE. deo- would normally give modern de-, 
exemplified in 15th c., and in mod. Sc. and some Eng. 
dialects, but generally shortened at an earlier or later date 
to dev- or div-. In some, especially northern, dialects, the 
v was early vocalized or lost, leaving various monosyllabic 
forms, of which mod. Sc. deil, and Lancashire dule sera types. 

The original Greek Sid/ 3 oAo? was the word used by the 
LXX to render the Heb. sdian of the O.T. ; in the 
Old Latin version it was regularly retained as diabolus ; 
but Jerome substituted Satan, which is thus the reading of 
the Vulgate everywhere in the Canonical books, except in 
Ps. cviii.(cix.)6 (the Psalter in the Vulgate being the Galil- 
ean version from the LXX), Wyclif translating the Vulgate, 
has in this place ‘ the deuall', but elsewhere in 0.X. '‘Sathan’i; 
the id-xyth c. Eng. versions have ‘ Satan ' throughout '.after 
the Hebrew.] - 

1 . The Devil [repr. Gr. 6 SidjSoAos of the LXX and 
New Test.] : In Jewish and Christian theology, the 
proper appellation of the supreme spirit of evil, the 
tempter and spiritual enemy of mankind, the foe of 
God and holiness, otherwise called Satan. 

He Is represented as a person, subordinate to the Creator, 
but possessing superhuman powers of access to and influ- 
ence over men. He is the leader or prince of wicked 
apostate angels, and for him and them everlasting fire is 
prepared (Matt, xxv, 41). ■ :■ / 

Besides the name Satan, he is also called Beelzebub, 

■ Lucifer, Apollyon, the Prince of darkness, the Evil One, 
the Enemy of God and Man, the Arch-enemy, Archfiend, 
the Old Serpent, the Dragon % and in popular or rustic 
speech by many familiar terms as Old Nick, Old Simmik, 
j Old Clootie, Old Teaser, the Old One, 'the Old lad, etc ’ 
(In this the original sense the word has no plural.) ’ 
a Boo Corpus Gloss. 1457 (O. E. T.) Orcvs, hel diobuL <7825 
1 Vesp. Hymns xiii. 4 Done dioful biswac. a 1000 Jnlicam 
460 (Gr.) Hyre Ipnet deofol oncwaeS. a xooo Salomon fy Sal. 
122 (Gr.) Him biS ]>aet deofol la]?, cxooo Ags. Gosp.Jdhxi 
viii. 44 Ge synd deofles beam, c 1x60 Hatton Gosp. Matt, 
iv. 3 Da gebrohte se deofelhine on J>a hal^an ceastre. a 1*7)5 
Cott. Horn. 237 Al folc ^ede in to b es diefles muSe. c xaoo 
Tr'in. Colt. Horn. 35 To luste j?e defies lore. Ibid., pa 
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DEVIL, 


wurhliche weden |>e dieuel binom ure form e fader ad am. 
c 1250 Moral Ode 98 in E. E. P. (1862) 28 DieS com in pis 
middenerd j?urh J>e ealde deofies onde. cxzgo S. Eng. 
Leg. I. 62/294 pat was be Deuel of belle, a 1310 in Wright 
Lyric P. xxxix. 111 Ichot the cherl is def, the Del hym to- 
drawe ! c 1380 Wyclif Set. Wks. III. 442 pen God and pe 
devell were weddid togedre. 138 z — Ps. cviii. [dx.] 6 Sett 
vp on hym a synere ; and the deuell stonde at his rijt side 
l*S3S Coverdale, Let Satan stonde at his right hande; 
i6si Satan, marg. or, an aduersary ; 2885 (R.Vj adversary, 
marg. Or Satan, or an accuser 1 . — Matt . xxv. 41 Euer- 
lastynge fijr, the which is maaa redy to the deuyl and his 
angelis. — Rev. xii. 9 And the like dragoun is cast doun, 
the greet olde serpent, that isclepid the Deuel. £2400 Destr. 
Troy 4392 pe folke . . vnder daunger of be dule droupet full 
longe. c 1450 Myrc 364 Hyt ys a sleghpe of /he del.^ c 1450 
St. Cutkbert (Surtees) 7170 Oft to gydir bai did euill, And 
gaf occasion to pe deuill. <1x535 Fisher Wks. (1876)402 To 
forsake the diuel and all his works, 1571 Campion Hist. 
JreL xv. (1633) 13 So wee say. .dile for divill. 1576 Fleming 
Panopl. Epist. 277 As mad as the divel of hell. 1577 B. 
Googe Heresbacns Husb. 1. (1586) 46 b, Where a man 
must deale with the Devil. 1596 Shaks. Merck. V. 1. 
iii. 99 The diuell can cite Scripture for his purpose. 1604 
Jas. 1 Count erbl (Arb.i 100 Why do we not denie God and 
adore the D euill as they doe, 1638 Sir T. Herbert Trav. 
(ed. 2) 302 The Samoreen ..black as the devill,^and as 
treacherous, a 1652 Brome Qtieene's Exch. 11. iii. Wks. 
1873 III. 490 He looks So damnably as if the Divel were at 
my elbow. 1738 Swift Polite Confers. 97 That would have 
been a Match of the Devils making. 18x7 Cobbett Wks. 
XXXII. 150, I defy the Attorney General, and even the 
Devil himself, to produce from my writings any one essay, 
which is not written in the spirit of peace. 1828 Carlyle 
Misc., Burns (1857) I* 212 The very Devil he cannot hate 
with right orthodoxy, 1846 Trench Mirac. v. (1862) 159 
All gathers up in a person, in the devil, who has a kingdom, 
as God has a kingdom. 

b. According to mediaeval notions : cf. 3. 

C13&90S. Eng. Leg. I. 245 T65 In fourme of a fair womman 
pe deuel cam heom to. Bid. 372/174 And pe Aungel heom 
scheuwede al a-brod pene deuel ase huy stude, pe fourme 
of a grislich man pat al for-broide were And swarttore pane 
eueri ani blou3man. . Fuyrie speldene al stinkende out of is 
mouth he blaste And fuyr of brumston at his nose. 1563 
W. Fulke Meteors (1640] 10 b,. There was newes come to 
London, that the Devill. .was seene flying over the Thames. 
1603 Shaks. Meas.for M. 11. iv. 16 Let’s write good Angellon 
the Deuills home r Tis not the Deuills Crest. x68x Glanvill 
Sadducismus 11. in, The Devil . . appeared to her in the 
shape of a handsome man, and after of a black dog. Ibid. 
xxviii, Declares that the Devil in the shape of a black man 
lay with her in the Bed . . that his feet were cloven. 1805 
Nicholls Let in Corr. w. Gray (1843) 45 He thought that 
Milton had improved on Tasso’s devil by giving him neither 
horns nor a tail. C1850 J. W. Croker in Croker Papers 
(1884) III. xxvii, 215 By his bad character and ill-looking 
appearance, like the devil with his tail cut off. 1868 Brown- 
ing Ring Bk. iv. 1296 The devil appears himself, Armed 
and accoutred, horns and hoofs and tail 1 

0. In plural applied to 1 the Devil and his 
angels’, the host of fallen and evil spirits for 
•whom hell was prepared : see 3. 

2 S. From the identification of the demons, Zaifxbvia, 
Soi/iom, of the Septuagint and New Testament 
with Satan and his emissaries, the word has been 
used from the earliest times in English, as equiva- 
lent to or including Demon (sense 2), applied a. 
(in Scripture translations and references) to the 
false gods or idols of the heathen ; b. (in Apo- 
crypha and N. T est.) to the evil or unclean spirits by 
which demoniacs were possessed; c. in O. Test, 
translating Heb. hairy ones, 1 satyrs’. 

In the Vulgate, as in Gr,, diabolus and daemon are quite 
distinct ; hut the Gothic of Ulfilas already uses unkulfa 
(Ger. -unhald) to render both words, and in all the modern 
languages, devil, or its cognate, is used for daemon as well 
as for diabolus : see Demon. 

a c&z$ Vesp. Psalter xcvfi]. 5 ForSon alle godas Sioda 
Sioful, dryhten soSlice heofenas dyde. a 1175 Cott. Horn. 
227 An me^ie cynn pe nefer ne abeah to nane deofel 3yld. 
0x340 Cursor M. 1x759 (Trim.) Alle po deueles [Cott idels ; 
Fair/, mawmettes] in a stounde Grouelynge fel to pegrounde. 
1382 Wyclif Ps. cvi. 37 Thei offriden ther sones and ther 
dojtris to deuelis. [16x1 deuils, *885 (R.V.) demons. So 
Deut. xxxii. 17]. — Acts xvii, 18 A tellere of newe 

deuelis [1388 of newe fendis; 1526 Tindale, a tyddynges 
brynger off new devyls ; 1557 Geneva of newe Gods ; x6xx 
of strange gods ; x88x (R.V.) strange gods (Gr. demons)]. 
— Rev. ix. 20 Thei worschipeden not deuels, and simu- 
lacres golden, treenen, the whiche nether mowen See, nether 
heere, nether wandre. *533 Watreman Fardte Facions 11. 
x.210 He. .abolished all worshippe of deuilles. 1638 Sir T. 
Herbert Trav. 335 This Devill (or Molech) is of concave 
copper . . double guilded. Ibid., 70 Temples, wherein they 
number 3333.. little guild ed Devils. 1667 Milton P. L. i. 373 
Devils to adore for deities. x88x N. T. (R.V.) x Cor. x. 20 
The things which the Gentiles sacrifice, they sacrifice to 
devils [marg. Gr. demotes], and not to God. 

b. C950 Lindisf Gosp. Matt.ix. 34 In aldormenn dlowbla 
[he] fordrifes diowlas. c 975 Ruskw. G. ibid., In aldredeofia 
he ut-weorpeft deoful, c xooo Ags G. ibid., On deofla ealdre 
he drifft ut deoflu. C1200 Trin. Coll. Horn. 39 Ure drihten 
drof fele denies togedere ut of a man . . and pe swin urnen 
alse deulen hem driuen. 1382 Wyclif Matt. ix. 34 In the 
prince of deuelis he castith out deuilis. — John x. 20 H e 
hath a deuel, and maddith, or wexith wood. — 1 Tim. iv. 
x 3yuynge tent to spiritis of errour, and to techingis of 
deuels. — fisv. xvi. i4 4 Thre vncleene spirites ., sotheli 
thei ben spirites of deuelis, makinge signes. 1348 Udall 
etc., Erasm. Par. John 73 b, He ha the the Deuell (say 
they) and is madde. 1604 Canons Ecclesiastical lxxii. 
Neither shal any Minister not licensed . . attempt , . to cast 
out any deuill or deuils. xfixx Bible John x. 20 He hath a 
deuill and is mad. <2x636 Bp. Hall, Rem. Wks. \x66o) 
x8 The ejection of Divells by fasting and prayer. x88x 
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N. T. <R. V.) Matt. ix. 34 By the prince of the devils 
casteth he out devils [marg. Gr. demons J. 

e. 1382 Wyclif Isa.xxxiv. 14 And a^en come shul deueles 
[1388 fendis], the beste party an asse, and a party a man. 
— Rev. xviii. 2 Greet Babilon fel doun fel doun, and i.s maaa 
the habitacioun of deuelis [x6ix deuils], (Cf. Isa. xui. 2.) 
[1607 Topsell Fmr-f. Beasts 11 The Satyre, a most rare 
and seldome seene Beast, hath occasioned others to thinke 
it was a Deuill . . and it may be that Deuils haue at some 
time appeared to men in this likenes.] 

d. fig A baleful demon haunting or possessing 
the spirit ; a spirit of melancholy ; an apparition 
seen in delirium tremens : see Blue Devil. 

3 . Hence, generically, A malignant being of 
angelic or superhuman nature and powers ; one of 
the host of Satan, as 1 prince of the devils sup- 
posed to have their proper abode in hell, and thence 
to issue forth to tempt and injure mankind ; a fiend, 
a demon. Also, applied to the malignant or evil 
deities feared and worshipped by various heathen 
people (cf. 2 a). 

In mediaeval conception, devils (including Satan himself.) 
were clothed with various hideous and grotesque forms; 
their usual appearance, however (still more or less retained 
in art), was derived from the satyrs of Roman mythology, 
or from the /figure attributed to Pan, being a human form 
furnished with the horns, tail, and cloven loot of a goat. 

Beowulf 757 Wolde on heolster fleon, secan deofla ^edraeg. 
Ibid. 1680 Hit on seht gehwearf aefter deofla hryre, Denijea 
frean. a 1000 Crist 1531 ( Cod. Exon. 30 b) On past deope 
dsel deofol ^efeallaS. <:xi75 Lamb. Horn. 87 Ure ifan pet 
heoS )>a deofies beo '5 bisencte in to helle. c 1200 Trin. Coll. 
Horn. 69 WiteS 3e. .in pat eche fur pat is 3arked to deuules 
and here fereden. Ibid. 173 Hie ise 5 bineSen hem deflen 
pe hem gredeliche kepe‘ 5 . <ri2oo Ormin 1403 Alle )a patt 
fellenn swa pe33 sinndenn lape deofless. Ibid. 10565 Deofle 
flocc. c 1290 S. Eng. Leg. I. 37 104 pere nis no deuel hat 
dorre noupe nei3 be come, for drede. c 1380 Wyclif Set 
Wks. III. 450 A veyn blast of a fool, and, in cas, of a devyl. 
1393 Langl. P. PI. C. xxii. 21 For alle deorke deoueles 
dreden hit to huyre. C1430 Hymns Virg. (1867) 121 Deielyn 
schall com oute off helle. 1530 Palsgr. 214/2 Divell she, 
diablesse. a 1533 Fisher Wks. (187 61 428 Thou sbalt 
pay thine owne debtes amongest the diuils In hell. 1563 
WinJet Four Scoir Thre Quest. § 70 Wks. 1888 I. ti8 
Ane terribill cumpany of dewlis hastalie apperand to him. 
x6oz Narcissus 1x893) 330 The haire of the faire queene of 
devills. 1603 Z. Jones tr. De L oyer's^ Specters title-p., The 
Nature of Spirites, Angels, and Divels. 1632 Lithgow 
Trav. ix. 404 The Italians swore, I was a Divell and not 
a man. a 1646 J. Gregory Postkuma i 1649) 96 This Lilith 
was . . a kinde of shee-divel which killed children. 1698 
Fryer Acc. E. India P. iv. v. 1S0 The visible appear- 
ance of a Devil or Daemon which they say is common 
among them. 1842 Tennyson St. Simeon StyUtes 4 Scarce 
meet For troops of devils. 1879 M. D. Conway Demonol. 
I. 1- iv. 36 A devil., a being actuated by simple malevolence. 

4 . transf. Applied to human beings, a. A human 
being of diabolical character or qualities ; a malig- 
nantly wicked or cruel man ; a 6 fiend in human 
form’ ; in ME. sometimes a man of gigantic stature 
or strength, a giant. 

c 960 Lindisf. Gosp. John vi. 70 Ic iuih tuelfo ^eceas & of 
iuh an diul [Ritshw. diowul] is. a 1154 O. E. Citron, an 1137 
pa fylden hi mid deoules & yuele men. c 1203 Lay. 17669 PI e 
. . wende anan rihte in to Winchaastre swulc hit weore an hali 
mon, pe hse^ene deouel. C1400 Rom. Rose 4288 An olde 
vecke .. The which devel, in hir enfaunce Iladde lerned 
of Loves arte. # c 1470 Henry Wallace iv. 407 At thus 
with wrang, thir dewillis suld bruk our land, c 1300 
Mclusine xxxvi 256 Ayeynst this strong dyuell I ne may 
withstand. 1509 PIavves Past. Pleas, xxrx. (Percy Soc.) 136 
Some devdles wyll theyr hushandes bete. 1604 Shaks. 
Oth. v. ii. 132 Thou do’st belyher, and thou art a diuell. 
x6o8-ix Bp. Hall Medit. Vows 1, § 6 That olde slaunder 
of early holiness : A young Saint, an olde Devill ; sometimes 
young Devils have prooved olde Saints : never the contrary. 
x6xx Bible John vi. 70 Haue not I chosen you twelue, and 
one of you is a deuill? 1642 Fuller Holy «$• Prof. St. v. 
xvii. 426 Devils in flesh antedate hell in inventing torments. 
1726 Adv. Capt. R. Boyle 82 Thou Devil ! said he to Susan, 
and hast thou betray’d me. 1867 Parkman Jesuits N. A mer- 
ica xxii. 319 He was a savage still, but not so often a devil. 

b. In later use, sometimes, merely a term of 
reprobation or aversion; also playfully connoting 
the qualities of mischievous energy, ability, clever- 
ness, knavery, roguery, recklessness, etc., attributed 
to Satan. 

x6ox Shaks. Twel. N. 11. v. 226 Thou most excellent 
diuell of wit. 1631 Life Father Saipi 1 1676) 29 A.n Angel 
in his behaviour, and a Devil . . in the Mathematicks. 
*774 Goldsm. Retal, 57 So provoking a devil was Dick. 
X775 Sheridan Rivals in. iv, An ill-tempered little devil ! 
She'll he Jn a passion all her life. 1849 Thackeray Pen- 
dennis Ivi, A man of great talents, who knew a good deal . . 
and was a devil to play. 1854 Warter Last of Old Squires 
xvi. 151 In our forefathers’ days the term devil (for instance, 
* queer devil’, ‘rum devil’) had a modified signification, 
intimating more of the knave than of the fool, but not with- 
out a strong dash of the humourist. 

c. Applied in contempt or pity (chiefly with 
poor) \ A poor wretched fellow, one in a sorry 
plight, a luckless wight. [So in It., Fr., etc.] 

1698 T. Fkoger Voy. 160 The poor Devil was condemned 
to have his head chopped off. 1768 Sterne Sent. Journ. 
(i 775 ) 3 6 (Montriul), 1 am apt to be taken . . when a poor 
devil comes to offer his service to so poor a devil as myself. 
1816 Scott Antiq. xxi, * What can we do for that puir doited 
deevil of a knight-baronet?’ 1830 Ld. Beaconsfield Let. 
16 Nov. in Corr. w. Sister (r886) 250 Riding the high Pro- 
testant horse, and making the poor devils . of Puseyites the 
scapegoats. 1876 F. E. Trollope Charming Felloiv I. xiii. 
167 Why should he do anything . . for a poor devil like me ? 


DEVIL. 

d. Applied also to a vicious, evil-tempered, or 

mischievous beast. . _ __ , r 

x8ra Medwin Angler in Wales XI. 44 ne was the fastest 
trotter in the cantonment, but a restive devil. 1884 Bath 
Jrnl. 26 July 6/5 That tusker there (pointing to the large 
elephant), .is a devil. He has killed three keepers already. 

5. spec. a. Printer's devil : the errand-boy in 
a printing office. Sometimes the youngest appren- 
tice is thus called. (In quot. 17S1 a girl or young 
woman.) 

1683 Moxon Mechanic Exercises II, The Press-man some- 
times has a Week-Boy to Take Sheets, as they are Printed 
off the Tympan : These Boys do in a Printing-House, 
commonly black and Dawb themselves : whence the Work, 
men do Jocosely call them Devils ; and sometimes Spirits, 
and sometimes Flies. 1709 Steele Tatler No. 31 F 13 Mr. 
Bickerstaff’s Messenger, or (as the Printers call him) Devil, 
going to the Press, a 1764 Lloyd Dialogue Poet. Wks. 1774 
II. 4 And in the morning when I stir, Pop comes a Devil 
‘Copy Sir’. 1781 Johnson 20 Apr. in Boswell, He had 
married a printer’s devil. . . I thought a printer’s devil was 
a creature with a black face and in rags. ..Yes, sir: but 
1 suppose he had her face washed and put clean clothes 
on her, 1836 Smart s. v. Somatology, My. Woodfall’s 
men, from the devil up to the reader. 1849 E. E.^ Napier 
Excurs. S. Africa 1 . p. xxviii, As neither space, time, nor 
printers devils are under control, I must therefore content 
myself with the above brief. . review. 

b. A junior legal counsel who does professional 
work for his leader, usually without fee. Atlorney- 
Generafs Devil, a familiar name of the Junior 
Counsel to the Treasury. 

1849 I d, Campbell Lives Chief Justices II. xxxiv. 437 
He [Lord Mansfield] had signed and forgotten both opinions, 
—which were, perhaps, written by devils or deputies. 1872 
Echo 14 Nov. (Farmer), Sir James Bannen, we are told, 
was a Devil once. 1884 Bath Jrnl. 12 July 8/1 Mr. Clarke 
was offered the post of * devil ’ to the Attorney General, and 
his declining may he said to have been without precedent. 
1888 Pail Mall G. 29 Dec. 3/1 It is by no means an un- 
common thing for an Attorney-General’s * devil ’, or point 
and case hunter, to be offered a judgeship, 

C. One employed by an author or writer to do 
subordinate parts of his literal y work under his 
direction ; a literary ‘ hack ’ ; and generally one 
who does work for which another receives the 
credit or remuneration or both. 

x888 Star 8 Aug., Certain societies, the Early English 
Text, Chaucer, Shakspere, etc., though large employers of 
* devils pay the highest wages. 1891 [see Devil v. 3 c]. 

0 . fig. Applied to qualities, a. The personifi- 
cation of evil and undesirable qualities by which 
a human being may be possessed or actuated. 
(Usually with some fig. reference to sense 2.) 

1604 Shaks. Oth. n. iii. 297 It hath pleas’d the diuell 
drunkennesse, to giue place to the diuell wrath. 1606 — - 
Tr. $ Cr. 11. iii. 23, I haue said my prayers and diuell, 
enuie, say Amen. Ibid. v. ii. 55 How the diuell Luxury 
..tickles these together. 1701 De Foe True-born Eng. 
104 Ingratitude, a Devil of Black Renown. 18x9 Shelley 
Cenci 11. i. 451'he devil was rebuked that lives in him. 1828 
Scott F. M. Perth xxx, The devil of sophistry, with which 
thou art possessed. 1842 Tennyson Walking to Mail 13 
Vex’d with a morbid devil in his blood. 1855 — Sailor Boy 
24 A devil rises in my heart, Far worse than any death to 
me. x88^ H. BROADHURSTin Forin. Rev. Mar. 347 The devil 
of short-sighted greed is powerful enough if left alone. 

b, colloq. Temper, spirit, or energy that can be 
roused ; fighting spirit ; perplexing or baffling 
strategy of attack ( as in cricket). 

1823 Genii. Mag. N ov, 434/2 They must have Devil enough 
..to do gallant things. 1847 Ld. Bentinck in Croker 
Papers ( 1884) III. 156 That any nation was so without 
‘ devil ’ in it as to have laid down and died as tamely as the 
Irish have. 1884 Hon. I. Bugh in Lillywhite's Cricket 
Ann. 5 Evans bowled steadily, but without much ‘devil 

7 . Used (generally with qualifications) as the 
name of various animals, on account of their char- 
acteristics, e. g. Tasmanian devil, a carnivorous 
marsupial of Tasmania ( Sarcophilns ur sinus ) ; Sea 
Devil , the Devil-fish : cf. also Sea-. 

1686 Ray Willoughby's Hist. Piscmm m. in. i. 85 heading, 
Rana piscatrix , the Toad-fish or Frog-fish or Sea-Divel. 
X700 S. L. tr. Fryke’s P'oy. E. Ind. 286 There is a sort of 
Creature here . . called . . by the Dutch, The Devil of Ne- 
gombo . . because of its qualities . . It hath a sharp Snout, 
and very sharp Teeth, 1799 Naval Ckron. L 67 The 
Lophius . . or Sea Devil, is a genus of the bran chiost egjous 
order. 1833 Bischoff Van Dieman's Land ii. 29 The 
devil, or as naturalists term it ‘ dasyurus ursinus ’ is very 
properly named. 1857 Thoreau /) taine W, 1 1 894 • 381 ‘ Devil 
[that is, Indian Devil, or cougar] lodges about here -very 
had animal.’ 1862 Jobson Australia vii. 186 Colonists 
in Tasmania . . called it the * devil * from the havoc it made 
among their sheep and poultry, 

b. A local name of the Swift ( Cypselus apus ); 
formerly also of the Coot. 

1580 Hollyband Treas. Fr. Tong , Fonlque, a bird called 
a Coute, & because of the blackenes.se, is called a Diuell 
1885 Swainson Prov. Names Brit. Birds 95 From its im- 
petuous flight, and its dark colour, it is called Devil 
(Berks) . . Swing Devil (Northumb.), Sheer Devil (Devon, 
Somerset), D evil sscreecher(Qev on), Devi l shriekerifZxzverd). 

c. A collector’s name of a tropical shell, Cyno- 
donta turbinellus. Obs. 

1776 Da Costa Elem. Conchol. 291 (Plate V, fig. s)> A 
Murex, The Devil. 

8. A name of various instruments or mechanical 
contrivances, esp. such as work with sharp teeth or 
spikes, or do destructive work, but also applied, 
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with more or less obvious allusion, to others. ' 
Among these are 

a. A machine used for tearing open and cleaning \vool, 
cotton, flax, and other fibres, preparatory to spinning; also 
called wit. low, wlllower, willy, b. A machine used to tear 
up old cloth and reduce it to ' shoddy ’, to be worked up 
again into cloth ; also one used to tear up linen and cotton 
rags, etc., for manufacture into paper, c. An instrument 
used for feloniously cutting and destroying the nets of 
fishermen at sea. d. An instrument of iron wire used by 
goldsmiths for holding gold to be melted in a blow-pipe 
flame, e. An iron grate used for fire in the open air. 

1831 J. Holland Manuf. Metal , Certain implements 
acting with a boss and a slit block of iron, called a devil. 
1836 Sir G. Head Home Tour 144 The town of Dewsbury 
. .celebrated for. .grinding old garments into new; literally 
tearing in pieces fusty old rags . . by a machine called a 
‘ devil till a substance very like the original is reproduced. 
1851 Mayhew Lond. Labour (1861) II. 30 ‘Shoddy’., 
consists of the second-hand wool manufactured by the tear- 
ing up, or rather grinding, of woollen rags by means of 
coarse willows, called devils, i860 All Year Round No. 57. 
160 Where the ‘ devil ’ first beats the cotton from the bale. 
1867.O.' W. Holmes Guard. A gel xxv. (1891) 304 To the 
paper factory, where they have a horrid machine they call the 
devil, that tears everything to bits. 1870 Eng. Aleck. 31 Dec, 
610/1 The machine . . is cal led a willow, or willey, vulgarly 
a devil ; it is used principally for opening raw cotton. 1873 
Manch. Guardian 24 Sept. (Farmer,!, Mr. Powell’s Bill con- 
tains abundant powers for suppressing the vile nuisance 
known as the American Devil [steam whistle or hooter]. 1874 
Knight Diet. Meek „ Devil , a machine for making wood 
screws. 1879 C asset l s T echn. Educ. I V. 349/2 [ H e] dives into 
the recesses of his skin for the * devil 1 which is a bunch of 
matted iron wire. 1880 Times 13 Dec., An instrument called 
‘the Devil’ used by foreign fishermen for destroying the 
fishing nets of English boats on the East coast. 1883 
Stonemason Jan., Dried by means of sundry coke flies 
kept burning in iron grates called ‘ devils ’, similar to those 
used by the Gas Company’s ^ men in our streets. 1884 
Sat. Rev 12 July 6r/i ‘Devils’., are used to catch sea- 
trout in America, but Mr. Fitch justly regards ‘devils’ 
as an unsportsmanlike device. 1886 Pall Mall G. 7 Dec. 
10/1 There were exhibited in the court room three Belgian 
‘ devils ’ and three Belgian grapnels which had been captured 
by Lowestoft fishermen. 1887 Harper's Mag. June 119/1 
The devil, a hollow cone with spikes projecting within, 
against which work the spikes of a drum, dashing the rags 
about at great speed. 1893 Star 15 July 3/2 The machine 
for unloading grain . . not inaptly named a ‘ devil ', will . . 
do the work of four gangs of dock laboiers of 12 men each. 
1895 Daily Chronicle 7 Jan. 8/3 The match was only brought 
off at Cardiff by the extraordinary precautions for warming 
the ground by means of ‘devils’. 

9. A name for various highly- seasoned broiled or 
fried dishes ; also for hot ingredients. 

1786 Craig LowtgerlAo. 86 Make punch, brew negus, and 
season a devil. 1788 Wolcott iP. Pindar) Peter to Tom 
Wks. 1812 I. 530 By Devil . . I mean a Turkey’s Gizzard 
So christen’d for its quality, by man Because so oft 'tis 
loaded with Kian. 1830 W. Irving Sketch-bk ., V Envoy 
(1865' 458 Another holds a curry or a devil in utter abomi- 
nation 1828 Sm eaton Doings in London < Farmer), The 
extract of Capsicums or extract of Grains of Paradise is 
known in the gin-selling trade by the appellation of the 
Devil. 1830 G. Griffin Collegians xiii, The drumstick of 
a goose or turkey, grilled and highly spiced, was called 
a devil, c 1844 Thackeray Mr. fy Mrs. Berry ii, The de- 
villed fowl had . . no devil in it. 1848 Paddiana (ed. 21 1 . 
So Devils were his forte : he imparted a pungent relish to 
a gizzard or a drumstick that set the assuaging power of 
drink at defiance. 1889 Boldrewood Robbery under Arms 
(1890) 327 Let's . . have a devil and a glass of champagne. 

10. The name of various forms of fireworks ; also 
* a sort of priming made by damping and bruising 
gunpowder ’ (Smyth Sailors' Word bk.). 

1743 Fielding J. Andrews in. vii, The captain . . pinned 
a cracker or devil to the cassock. 1807 W. Irving Salrnag. 
(1824) 135 Like a nest of squibs and devils in a firework. 
1809 NavalChron. XXII, 203 Rockets, infernals, fire-devils. 
1836 T. Hook G. Gurney vii, Four devils or wild-fires, such 
as we were in the habit of making at school. 

11. The name given to sand-spouts or moving 
columns of sand in India and Eastern countries. 

1835 Burnks Trav. Bokhara (ed. 2) III. 40 Whirlwinds, 
that raised the dust to a great height, and moved over the 
plain like water-spouts at sea. In India these phenomena 
are familiarly known by the name of devils. 1886 Burton 
Arab. Nts. I. 99 note, Devils, or pillars of sand, vertical 
and inclined, measuring a thousand feet high, rush over the 
plain. 1889 Daily News 8 July (Farmer), Clouds of dust. . 
went whirling across the common in spiral cones like desert 
Devils 1893 Earl Dunmore Pamirs I. 269 The amount 
of devils we saw was surprising. < Note ) Common in the 
plains of India, where they are called by the natives Bagoola, 
English people in India call them * devils ’. 

.12: Short for devil-bolt : see 24 . 

1873 Plimsoll Our Seamen, an Appeal 37 * Oh, devils are 
sham bolts, you know ; that is, when they ought to be cop- 
per, the head and about an inch of the shaft are of copper, 
and the rest is iron ’ . . Seventy-three devils were found in 
one ship by one of the surveyors of Lloyd's. 

13. JSfaut . ‘ The seam which margins the water- 
ways on a ship’s hull ’ (Smyth Sailors Word-bk.) ; 

1 a seam between the garboard-strake and the keel ’ 
(Funk and Wagnall). 

Hence various writers derive the phrase ‘ the devil to pay 
and no pitch hot ’ ; but this is prob. only a secondary and 
humorous application of ‘ the devil to pay ’ : cf. 22 j. 

14. A devil of a . . . : a diabolical example or 
specimen of a . . ., one (of the things in question) 
of a diabolical, detestable, or violently irritating 
kind; passing into a mere intensive, =a deuced, 
confounded, very violent. [So F. diable de ] 

[1749 Fielding Tom Jones xu. vii, You don't know what 


a devil of a fellow he is.] 1767 S. Paterson Another Trav. 

I. 34s Running downhill at the devil of a rate. 1794 Scott 
Let. to Miss Rutherford 5 Sept, in Lockhart , Both within 
and without doors, it was a devil of a day. 1819 Byron 
Juan 11. xi, A devil of a sea rolls in that bay. 2822 Shel- 
ley in T. L. Peacock's Wks. (1875 III. 477 A devil of a nut 
it is to crack. 2826 J. Wilson Noct. Ambr. Wks. 1855 I. 
180 What an outlandish toozy-headed wee sunbrunt deevil 
o’ a lassie that. 1852 R. S. Surtees Sponge's Sp. Tour 
liv. 313 We had a devil of a run — I don’t know how many 
miles. 1869 Trollope He Knew, etc . liv. (1878) 299 Lead 
him the very devil of a life. 1890 Besant Demoniac v. 53 
There will be a devil of a fight when the time comes. 

15 . predicatively : Something as bad as the devil, 
as bad as can be conceived, the worst that can 
happen or be met with. [F. e'est bien le diable , le 
diable est que . .] 

1710 Brit. Apollo III. No. 60. 2/2 To quit a Yielding 
Mistress is the Devil, a 1735 Granville (JJ, A war of 
profit mitigates the evil; But to be tax’d, and beaten, is the 
devil. 7798 Southey Ballad of Cross Roads 7 In such a 
sweltering day as this A knapsack is the devil. 1837 Scott 
Jrtil. 28 June, To be cross-examined by those who have 
seen the true thing is the devil. 1885 Scribner's Mag. 
XXX. 734/2 These Southern girls are the very devil. _ 

16 . Like the devil , like devils [F. comme le diable , 
comme tons les diables\ beside the more literal 
sense, sometimes means : With the violence, des- 
peration, cleverness, or other quality attributed to 
the devil; extremely, excessively: cf. Diaboli- 
cally. So in similes, e. g. as drunk as the d. } 
diabolically drunk. 

1599 Shaks. Hen. if. hi. vii. 162 They will eate like Wolues, 
and right like Deuils. 1633 Lithgow Trav. vm. 345 The 
distressed Protestants . . over whom they domineered like 
Divells. 1791 ‘G. Gambado ' A Tin. Harsem. ix. (1809) 106 My 
horse . . pulls like the devil. 1816 Sporting Mag. XLVIII. 
39 A man is said to be . . when he is very impudent, as 
drunk as the devil. 1847 Emerson Repr. Men,, Napoleon 
Wks. (Bohn) I. 378 He disputed like a devil on these two 
points. 

II. In imprecations, exclamations, proverbs, 
and phrases. 

17 . In imprecations, wishes of evil, and the like, 
as The devil take him , etc. (Cf. similar uses with 
deuce , mischief pest , plague . pox, etc. ) 

c 1300 Havelok 1188 Godrich hem hatede, J?e deuei him 
hawe ! c 1410 Sir C leges 515 The sty ward seyd..the 
dewle hym Born [=burn] on a lowe l 0x460 Towneley 
Myst. (Surtees) 175 Thedwille he hang you highe to dry! 
c 1500 Robin Hood fy Potter lxxvii. in Child Ballads 111. 
v. exxi. 1 13/2 The deyell spede hem, bothe bodey and 
bon. 1513 Douglas AEneis 1. Prol. 260 A twenty devil! 
mot fall his werk at anis. 1548 Hall Chron. 14 b, Saiyng, 
the devill take Henry of Lancastre and the together. 1600 
Shaks. A. Y.L. 111.it. 225 Nay, but the diuell take mocking: 
speake sadde brow, and true maid, a 1653 Brome Queene's 
Each. 11. ii. Wks. 1873 HI. 485 Now the Dee’l brast crag 
of him. 1738 Swift Polite Conv. 129 Here take it, and the 
D — 1 do you good with it. 1749 Fielding Tom Jones v n. 
xii, The devil take my father for sending me thither. 1833 
Tennyson The Goose, ‘ The Devil take the goose, And God 
forget the stranger ! * 

18 . 7 0 go to the devil : to go to ruin or perdition. 
In the imperative, expressing angTy impatience, and 
desire to be rid of the person addressed. So to wish 
any one at the devil, etc. [F. alter, envoyer, donner , 
tire au diable .] 

[C1394 J. Malverne Contn. Higden (Rolls' IX. 33 Excan- 
duit rex [Rich. II] et. dixit ei [comiti Arundel], ‘Quod si 
tu mihi imponas . . vadas ad diabolum'.] c 1460 Towneley 
Afy.?A(Surt.) 10 Go to thedeville,andsay I bad. c 1489 Caxton 
Sonnes o/Aymon iii. 102 Lete theym go to a hundred thou- 
sand devils ! 1533 T. Wilson Rhet. 11580) 178 All his Super- 
stition and Hypocrisie, either is or should be gone to the 
devill. 1568 Grafton Chron. II. 367 They curssed them 
betwene their teeth, saiyng : Get ye into England, or to the 
devill. 1634 Sir T. Herbert Trav. 102 Ere they could 
strangle him, he sent three of them to the Devill. 1823 
Hazlitt Table-t., Disagreeable People (1852) 12 1 Whether 
they are demons or angels in themselves, you wish them . . 
at the devil. 1823 Byron Juan x. lxvi, When a man’s 
country's going to the devil. 1859 H. Kingsley G. Hamlyn 
xxxii, Tom . . having told her . . to go to the devil. 1881 
W. H. Mallock Rom. 19 th Cent. 1 . 219, I wish .. the little 
animal was at the devil. 

f 19 . A devil way (adv.) : originally an impatient 
strengthening of Away {a being the prep., varying 
with on, in, and devele the genitive pi., OF. deofla ) ; 
further intensified as a twenty devil way, on alter 
or alther (corrupted to all the) devil way , on alter 
twenty devil way. Obs. 

c 1290 S. Eng. Leg. I. 203/124 pov worst lif and soule 
a deuele wei al cleae i-nome. __ c 1320 Seuyh Sag. (W.) 2298 
And bad hire go, that ilche dai, On aider twenti deuei wai ! 
c 1385 Chaucer L. G. W. 2177 Ariadne , A twenty devele wey 
the wynd hym dryue. c 1386 — Reeve's T. 337 And forth 
he goth a [3 MSS. on, Hart, in] twenty deuei way. c 1460 
Towneley Myst. (Surt.) 130 Go hens, harlottes, in twenty 
dewille way, Fast and belyfe 1 Ibid. 176. 

f b. In later times it appears to have been taken 
more vaguely, as an expression of impatience, and 
sometimes * ‘ in the devil’s name.’ Cbs. 

c 1386 Chaucer Miller's Prol. 26 Tel on, a deueleway [v.r. 
a delewey]. — Sompn. T. 534 Lat hym go honge hymself 
a {Harl. on] deuei way. — Miller's T. 527. — Can. Yeom, 
Prol. fy T. 229. a 1440 Sir Degrev. 776 Go and glad thi 
gest, In alther {printed all the] devyl way ! c 1460 Towneley 
Myst. (Surt.) 10 Sit downe in the dewille way, With thi vayn 
carpyng. Ibid. 18 Com downe in twenty deyille way. 
? a 1500 Chester PL, Deluge 219 Come in, wife, in 20 devills 
| waye, or els stand there without, a 1529 Skelton Wks. I. 


336 That all the worlde may say, Come downe, in the devyll 
way. 1530 Palsgr. 838 In the twenty devyll way, au mm 
du grant diable. 

20. As an expression of impatience, irritation, 
strong surprise, dismay, or vexation, a. After an 
interrogative word, as who, what, how, where, when. 

[App. taken directly from Fr. ; cf. 12th c. OF. comment 
diables ! dist li rois au vis fier', diables being in the nomi- 
native(= vocative case); mod.F. que diable faire 1 ; in ME. 
also what devil, about 1600 often what a devil. Also in 
Ger,, Du., Da. and other langs.] 

£1385 Chaucer L. G. W. 2694 Hypermestre , What devel 
have I with the knyfe to doo ? c 1440 York Myst. xxxi. 237 
What the deuyll and his dame schall y now doo ?. c 1460 
Towneley Myst . (Surtees) 1x4 What the deville is this? he 
has a long snowte. X470-85 Malory A rtkur x. xlviii, What 
deuylle doo ye in this Countrey? 1x489 Caxton Sonnes of 
Aymon xix. 408 How the devyll dare ye thus speke ? 1529 
More Dyalogneuu v. Wks. 214 Why, quod he, what deuifi. 
rigour could thei more haue shewed? 1563 J. Hey wood 
Prov. <3- Epigr. (1867) 183 When the diuell will ye come in? 
1368 Grafton Chron. II. 355 Who the devill hath sente for 
them ? 1389 Puttenh am Eng. Poesie iii. xxiii. ( Arb.) 274 
What a diuell tellest thou to me of iustice? 1596 Shaks. 

1 Hen. IV, 1. ii. 6 What a diuell hast thou to do with the 
time of the day? 1670 G. H. Hist. Cardinals 1. 11.40 How 
a Devil will the Pope observe the Decrees of a Councel? 
1692 Washington tr. Milton's Def. Pop. viii. (1851 ) 184 
What the Devil is it to you? 1749 Fielding Tom Jones 

xv. v, Why, who the devil are you? 1803 tr. Lebrun's 
Mons. Botte I. 155 What the devil business had she in the 
store-room? 1819 Byron Juan 1. c, And wonders why the 
devil he got heirs, a 1843 Hood Lullaby ii, What the devil 
makes him cry? 

b. Used interjectionally, or prefixed to a predi- 
cation. 

c 1460 Towneley Myst. (Surt.) 67 Dwylle l what may this 
be? Out, harow, fulle wo is me ! . . A, fy, and dewyls ! 
whens cam he That thus shuld reyfe me my pawste. 1589 
Pappe w. Hatchet B iij, She is dead: the diuell shee 
is. 1590 Shaks. Com. Err. iv. iv. 130 Will you be bound 
for nothing, be mad good Master, cry the diuell. 1709 
Steele Taller No, 107 v 13 The Devil! He cried out. 
Who can bear it? 1832 Blackw. Mag. Jan. 63/1 ‘ The Pacha 
has put twelve ambassadors to death already.’ * The devil 
he has l and I’m sent here to make up the baker’s dozen !.' 
1854 Emerson' Lett, fy See. Aims, Comic Wks. (Bohn/ 1 II. 
209 ‘That is W,’ said the teacher. ‘ The Devil ! ’ exclaimed 
the boy, ‘ is that W ? ’ 

21. Expressing strong negation : prefixed to a 
substantive, as the devil a bit, the devil a penny. 

1508 Kennedie Flytingw. Dtinbar 441 Thedeuill a gude 
thou hais ! 1342 Udall Erasm. Apoph. 11877) I 3 2 The 

Deuill of the one chare of good werke they doen. 1579 
Fulke Confut. Sanders 697 ‘ Godly images leade vs to spiri- 
tual! deuotion.’ The Diuel they doe. But if they did, 
yet not more then the ceremonies of the olde law. c 1390 
Marlowe Faust. Wks. (Rtldg.) 90/1 The devil a penny they 
have left me, but a bare pension. 1601 Shaks. Twel N. 
11. iii. 159 The diu’ll a Puritane that hee is, or any thing 
constantly, a x66x Fuller Worthies 1x811) I. 386 We have 
an English expression, ‘The Devil he doth it, the Devil he 
hath it’ ; where the addition of Devil amounteth only to 
a strong denial, equivalent to, * He doth it not, he hath it 
not.’ 1708 Motteux Rabelais {1737) V. 221 The Devil-a- 
Bit he ’ll see the better. 17x0 Brit. Apollo III. No. 78. 3/1 
The D — 1 was Sick, the D — l a Monk would be, The D~~l 
was Well, the D — 1 a Monk was he. 1828 Scott F.M. 
Perth xxvii, The deil a man dares stir you within his 
bounds. 1832 Examiner 349/1 Devil another word would 
she speak. 

22. In proverbs and proverbial phrases. 

a. The devil and all : Everything right or wrong 
(especially the wrong) ; the whole confounded lot ; 
all or everything bad: cf. also g. below, (But 
sometimes a strengthened form of sense 15 .) 

1543 Pale Yet a Course, Baptyzed bells, bedes, organs., 
the devyll and all of soche idolatrouse beggery. 1392 
Nashe P. Penilesse A iij, Masse thats true: they say the 
Lawyers haue the deuill and al. 1606 Warner Alb. Eng. 

xvi. ciii, Be Lawyers, get the Diuell and all. 1689 Hicker- 
ingill Ceremony-Monger Wks. 17x6 II. 507 He may get 
the Devil and all of Money, and a Purse as large as his 
Conscience. 1703 Mrs. Cf.ntlivre Love's Coniriv. v, If 
she cou’d steal a husband, she’d have stole the Devil and 
all of Gallants. x8xi Earl Gower 18 Dec. in C. K. Sharpe's 
Corr . (1888) 1. 508, I begin to fear that the rheumatism has 
taken possession of your right arm . . which would be the 
devil and all, as the vulgar would say. 1838 Dickens 
O. 'Twist xx, I needn’t take this devil-and-all trouble to 
explain matters to you. 

b. Between the d. and the deep (formerly also 
Dead ) sea . 

X637 Monro Exped . n. 55 (Jam.), I, with my partie, did 
lie on our poste, as betwixt the devill and the deep sea. 
1690 W. Walker Idiomat. Anglo- Lat. 394 Between the 
devil and the dead sea. 1721 Kelly Sc. Prov. 58 (Jam.) 
Between the Deel and the deep sea ; that is between two 
difficulties equally dangerous. 18x6 [see Deil x], 1894 

H. H. Gibbs Colloquy on Currency 199 You must remember 
that he was between the devil and the deep sea. 

c. Black as the d., to paint the d. blacker than 
he is, and. kindred expressions. Give the devil his 
due : see Due. 

1396 Lodge Margarite Amer. 84 Divels are not so blacke 
as they be painted . . nor women so wayward as they seeme. 
1642 Howell For. Trav. (Arb.) 65 For the Devill is not so 
black as he is painted, no more are these Noble Nations and 
Townes as they are tainted. 1634 Whitlock Zootomia 271 
They use their Adversary according to the Proverb, painting 
the Devill blacker then is. 1837 A. Fonblanque Eng. 
under 7 Administ. I. 226 That the Devil of Charles X could 
be painted blacker than his complexion would prove. 

d. When the d. is blind : at a date infinitely 
remote, at the Greek calends, or * latter Lammas \ 


DEVIL, 


DEVIL, 


; . ' s66a Rump Songs (1874) 1, 9 Bat. when this comes' to passe, 
say the Devil is blind* c 170a Bag ford Ballads (x8j6) 74 For 
we will be Married, When the Devil ri Blind. 1735 Bailey 
Erasm. Colloq. (1877) 216 (D.) They will bring it when the 
devil is blind {id fiet ad Calendar Grsecas\ 1738 Swift 
Polite Convers. L Nev. 1*11 make you a fine present one 
of these days. Miss. Ay, when the Devil is blind, and his 
eyes are not sore yet. 

e. The devil’s hostility to the Cross ; sometimes 
■with a play upon ‘ cross * as a coin. 

4*1529 Skelton Bowge of Courts 365 The deuyll myghte 
daunce therin for any crowche. 1612 Shelton Qttix.l. 1. vi. 
44 It is a common saying — ‘The Devil lurks behind the 
Cross'. 1627 Drayton Ag incourt 82 Ill’s the precession 
(and foreruns much iosse,) Wherein men say, the Deui.ll 
beares the Crosse. 16316 Massinger Bask/. Lover in. i, 
The devil sleeps in my pocket : I have no cross To drive him 
from it. 1726 Adv. Capi. R. Boyle 209 Leaving Room in 
all our Pockets for the Devil to Dance a Saraband, for we 
had not one Cross to keep him out. 

ff. The date of the devil is opposed to the date 
of our Lord ; but in the. devil's date is also ■* ‘ in 
the devil’s name’. Ohs, 

136a Langl. P. PI. A. ii. 81 In he Date of b e deuel pe 
Deede was a-selet. 15*6 Skelton Magnyf. 954 What needed 
that, in the devyls date? a 1529 — Sp. Parrot 439 Yet 
the date of ower Lord And the date of the Devyll dothe 
shrewdlye accord. — Bowge of Courte 375 In the devils 
date, What arte thou? 

g. The d. ( and all) to do : much ado, a world of 
trouble or turmoil. 

1708 Motteux Rabelais v. ill. There was the Devil and all 
to do. 2711 Swift Jml. to Stella 17 Nov., This being 

queen Elisabeth’s birthday, we have the d and all to do 

among us. 1712 Arbuthnot John Bull in. v, Then there 
was the devil and all to do : spoons, plates, and dishes flew 
about the room like mad. 1716 Swift Phillis 39 See here 
again the devil to do. a 1774 Gqldsm. tr. Scarron's Comic 
Rom. (.17751 1, 42 Here had been the devil and all to do. 

h. The devil’s aversion to holy water. 

1570-6 Lambarde Peramb. Kent (1826) 3or The olde 
Froverbe how well the Divell loveth holy water. 1738 Swift 
Polite Convers . 140, I love Mr. N — , as the Devil loves 

Holy Water. Mod. To hate , as the devil hates holy 

water. 

1 As the devil looked over Lincoln. 

(Popularly referred to a grotesque sculpture on the exterior 
of Lincoln Cathedral.) 

1 1562 J. Heywood Prozh Epigr. (1867) 75 Than wold ye 
looke ouer me, with stomake swolne, Like as the diuel 
lookt ouer Lincolne. a 1661 Fuller Worthies Oxf. & Line. 
Prov. (D.). 1737 Pope Hot. Epist. ir. ii. 245 Yet these are 

wights who fondly call their own; Half that the Devil over- 
looks from Lincoln town. 1738 Swift Polite Convers. 86 
She looked at me, as the Devil look’d over Lincoln. 

j. The devil to pay. 

Supposed to refer to the alleged bargains made by wizards, 
etc., .with Satan, and the inevitable payment to be made to 
him in the end. It has also been attributed to the difficulty 
of ‘paying’ or caulking the seam called the ‘devil*, near 
a ship’s keel, whence the expanded form, ‘ the devil to pay 
and! no pitch hot*. But there is no evidence that this is the 
original sense, and it has never affected the general use of 
the proverb. 

1711 Swift Jml. to Stella 28 Sept. (Farmer), And then 
there will be the devil and all to pay. 1728 Vanbr. & Cib. 
Prov. Husk. v. u 93 In conies my Lady Townly here .. 
who. . has had the Devil to pay yonder. 1738 Swift Polite 
Convers. 179, 1 must be with my Wife on Tuesday, or there 
will be the Devil and all to pay. 1820 Byron in Moore 
Life Sf Lett. (18331 III. 63 There will be the devil to pay, 
and there is no saying who will or who will not be set down 
in his hill. 1837 Mrs. Carlyle Lett. I. 72 Had he been 
laid up at present, there would have been the very devil to 
pay. 1892 A. Birrell Res Judic. xfi. 2172 Then, indeed— 
to use a colloquial expression— there would be the devil to 
pay, 

k. Toplay the devil {the very d., the d. and all) : 
to act diabolically, do mischief, make havoc or ruin. 

1542 Boqrde Dyetary ix, (1870) 250 The malt worme 
piayeth the deuyll so fast in the heade. a 1593 Greene 
A Iphonsus 1, Burning towns, and sacking cities fair. Doth 
play the devil wheresome’er he comes. 1594 Shaks. Rich. 
Ill, 1. Hi. 338 Seeme a Saint, when most 1 play the deuill. 
1656 Jeanes MLxt. Schol. Div. 119 The word was incar- 
nate, and shall we play the incarnate Divels ? x8xx in 
Cot. Hawker Diary (1893) I. 35, I should have played the 
devil with his pheasants. 1826 Scott Jml. 15 Apr., A bad 
report from that quarter would play the devil. 1833 Marryat 
P. Simple xxxviii, Salt water plays the devil with a uniform. 
1838 Dickens Nick. Nick „ xvi, Your firm and determined 
intention .. to play the very devil with everything and 
everybody. 

L Speak or talk of the d., and he will appear. 

*672 Cataplus , a mock Poem 72 (in Hazlitt Prov.) Talk 
of the Devil, and see his horns, a 1721 Prior Hans Carvel 
71 Forthwith the Devil did' appear. For name him and he’s 
always near. 1738 Swift Polite Conv. 1 He’s just coming 
towards us. Talk of the Devil 1 1853 Trench Proverbs 
vi, To talk as little about the devil 1 . . as they can-; lest he 
appear. 1893 G. Allen Scallywag 1. 10 ‘ Talk of the devil 1 
— Here comes Thiselton P 

m. The. d. among the tailors '. ■ a row going on 
(see Farmer Slang Diet. s. v.) ; also a game. 

1834 Ln. Londonderry Let. 27 May in Court Will. IV fy 
V ictoria ( 1 86r) 1 1. iv. gS Reports are various; as to the state of 
the enemy’s camp, but all agree that there is the devil among 
the tailors. 1851 Mayhew Lend. Labour <1861} II. 17 
Agame known, as the ‘Devil among the tailors . a top was 
set spinning on a long board, and the result depended upon 
the number of men, or ‘ tailors knocked down by the ‘ devil ’ 
(Stop; of each player. 

n. In other expressions (mostly self-explanatory). 

To PuU tke devil by the tail(F, tirer le diable par la queue! ; 

to be in difficulties or straits. To whip the devil round tke 
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stmnpiXJ. 5.) : ‘ to get round or dodge a difficulty or dilemma 
by means of a fabricated excuse or explanation ’ (Cent. Diet.) 

1553 T. Wilson Rket. (15801 26 Every man for himselfe, 
and the Devill for us all, catche that catche maie. a *555 
Ridley Wks. 10 It is also a true common proverb, that it is 
even sin to lie upon the devil. 1562 J. Heywood Prov . <3* 
Efiigr. (1867) 60, I will not beare the diuels sacke, by saint 
Audry. 1581 Pettie Guazzo's Civ. Conv. 11 (1586) 79 1 he 
Proverbe, That the di vell is full of knowledge, because he is 
olde. 1593 Pass. Morrice 74 Like will to like, quoth the Dev ell 
to the Collier. 1599 Minsheu Dial. Sp. § Eng. (1623) 35/2 
Let us not give the divell his dinner. x6xx Cotgr. s.v. Ae- 
tirer \ To giue a thing and take a thing ; to weare the d melts 
gold-ring. 16x5 Swetnam Arraignm. Worn. (1880) p. xvi, 
They will finde that they haue but the Deuill by the foote. 
1687 Congreve Old Back. 1. iv, Ay there you’ve nicked it— 
there’s the devil upon devil. 1690 W. Walker I diamat. 
Anglo-Lat. 49 What is got over the devil’s back is spent 
under his belly, a 1704 T. Brown Wks. (1760) II. 164 (D.) 
We became as great friends as the Devil and the Earl of 
Kent. — Ibid, III. 245 (D.) The devil and nine-pence 
go with her, that’s money and company, according to the. , 
adage. 1738 Swift Polite Conv. 182 Well, since he sgone, 
the Devil go with him and Sixpence ; and there’sMoney and 
Company too. X708 Motteux Rabelais iv. xxxiiL (1737) *3° 
There will be the Devil upon Dun. This is a worse Business 
than that t’other Day. c 1708 W. King Art of Love in. 82 
She’d run, As would the Devil upon Dun. 1709 Brit. Apollo 
II. No. 56. 3/2 At Play ’tis often said, When Luck returns— 
The Devils dead. 2720 De Foe. Capt. Singleton 1.(1840) 
8 He that is shipped with the devil must sail with the devil. 
1738 Swift Pol. Convers. 13 It rain’d, and the Sun shone at 
the same time . . Why, then the Devil was beating his Wife 
behind the Door, with a Shoulder of Mutton. Ibid. 159, 

I beg your Pardon : but they say, the Devil made Askers. 
Ibid. 200 As great as Cup and Can . . Ay, Miss ; as great 
as the Devil and the Earl of Kent. 1822 Byron Werner 
v. i. 427 Father, do not raise The devil you cannot lay be- 
tween us. a 1832 Bentham Wks. (1838-43) X. 25 So fond of 
spending his money on antiquities, that he was always 
pulling the devil by the tail. 1840 Barham Ingol. Leg., 
‘St. Duns tan The Devil, they say, ’Tis easier at all times 
to raise than today. 1846 Whately Rhetoric led. 7) Addi- 
tions 14 Various evasions and equivocations, such as are 
vulgarly called * cheating the Devil 1855 Tennyson 
Maud 1. i. xix, I will bury myself in myself, and the Devil 
may pipe to his own. 1857 N. Y. Evening Post (Bartlett), 
There, you are now whipping the devil around .the stump ! 
1892 Hon. E. Blake in Daily News 5 Aug. 3/4 Time enough 
to bid the Devil good morning when you meet him. 

o. Other phrases see under leading words, as 
to hold a Candle to the d. } the d. and his Dam, the 
d. in the Horologe, etc. 

III. attrih. and Comb. 

23. General combinations, a. * devil ’ in apposi- 
tion , as devil-god, - jailor , - monk , - porter \ etc. Hence 
as vb. to devil-porter it, to be devil-porter. 

1605 Shaks. Macb.11. iil X9 lie Deuill-Porter it no further. 
1610 Healey St. Aug. CitieofGod iv. xvi, Such a rable of 
divill-gods 16x3 Shaks. Hen. VIII 11. Lai That Diuell 
Monke, Hopkins. 1625-6 Shirley Maid's Rev. v. iii. My 
eldest devil-sister ! 1629 — Wedding in. i, Thy devil jailor 
May trust thee without a waiter. 1892 B. F. C. Costelloe 
Church Catholic 13 A Devil-giant coercing hapless lives. 

b. attrih. and objective genitive , as devil-hive y 
- master , -work ; devil-conjurer, - drawer , - driver , 

1 extractor . 

1535 Coverdale Dat. . ii. 27 The sorcerer, the charmer 
nor the deuell coniurer. 1682 Hickeringill Black Non- 
Corf. Wks. 1716 II. 42 The Pope would be a Devil-driver 
too. a 1700 B. E. Diet. Cant. Crew , Devil-drawer, a sorry 
Painter. 1727 De Foe Syst. Magic 1. ii. (1840) 51 Any 
sorcery or devil-work. 1749 Bp. Lavington Enthus. Metk • 
§ Papists (18201 319 These .men, who are called enchanters, 
devil-drivers, and prophesiers. 1823 Bentham Not Paid 
321 Fear of the more skilful devil -master. 1849 Southey 
Comm.-pl. Bk. Ser. 11. 400 They struggled till fire issued 
from eyes, nostrils, and mouth of the poor devil-hive. x886 
Pall Mall G . 29 Dec. 6/2 A refusal to pay the fee charged 
by a ‘ devil extractor ’ for the cure of a mental disease. 

c. instrumental and parasyntketic, as devil-born , 
-haired, - inspired , -ridden, etc. 

1607 Topsell Fcur-f Beasts (1658) 17 The Asse .. is .* 
phrased with many epithets ..as slow., idle, devil-haired. 
1829 Southey Sir T. More II. 108 Men become priest- 
ridden or devil-ridden. 1850 Tennyson In Mem. xevi, You 
tell me, doubt is devil-born, i860 Ld. Lytton Lucile 11. 
v, Scorn and hate ..are devil. born things. 1888 Catholic 
Press 1 6 June 125/1 A devil-inspired cult. 

d. objective, as devil-driving, etc. 

1707 J • Stevens Quevedo's Com. Wks. (1709) 327 There is 
a Devil ferking Priest. 

24. Special combinations. Devil -bolt, a sham 
bolt (see 12 ); ‘a bolt with false clenches, often in- 
troduced into contract- built ships’ (Smyth Sailors 
Word-bk .) ; devil- carriage, -cart, a carriage for 
moving' heavy ordnance ; f devil-cleper {pbs.\ 
one who invokes the devil, an enchanter ; devil- 
dancer, an Indian votary, akin to the Dancing 
Dervishes ; so devil-dancing ; devil-dare a. — 
Dare-devil ; devil-dealer, one who has dealings 
with the devil, a sorcerer ; devil-in-a-b ush, " a 
garden flower, Nigella damascena, so called ‘ from 
its horned capsules peering from a bush, of finely- 
divided involucre ’ (Frior) 1 ; devil-monger ~ devil- 
dealer ; devil-on-both-sides, a local name of the 
com Crowfoot (f anuhculus arvemis), m allusion 
to ^ its. prickly homed capsules; devil on two 
sticks, a wooden toy in the form of an hour-glass 
or double cone, which is made to spin in the air 
by means of a string attached to two sticks held 


in the hands; devil-shrieker, -skriker, local 
name of the Swift : see Devil 7 b ; devil-tree, 
an apocynaceous tree {Alstonia scholaris) of India, 
Africa, and Australia, having a powerfully bitter 
bark and milky juice ; devil-ward a. and adv., 
towards or in the direction of the devil ; devil- 
wise adv., after the manner of a devil ; devil- 
wood, Qsmantlms americanus , N.O. Oleacem , 
a small N. American tree with wood of extraordi- 
nary toughness and heaviness; devil-worship, 
the worship or cult of the devil, or of a demon 
or malignant deity ; so devil- worshipper, -wor- 
shipping ; devil-wort, a plant. Also Devil- 
EIED, -DODGEB, -PISH, etc. 

1894 Daily News 30 Nov. 7/5 The ‘^devil-holt* swindle 
must have been the death of many a brave crew. 1828 
J. M. Spearman Brit. Gunner so *Devil Carriages, large, 
limber, small. Ibid. 426 Devil carriage, 7 ft. ; Sling cart, 
5 ft. 6 in. 1797 Nelson in Nicolas Disp. VII. p. cxxxix, 

I want . , two or three artillerymen to fix the fusees, and 
a ' x devil-cart. 1382 Wyclif Isa. xlvii. 9 The huge hard- 
nesse of thi *deuel-cleperes. 1887 Pall Mall G. 14 Sept. 
14/1 They were followed by the *devil-dancers, who were 
terribly affected. i8yx Mateer Travancore (1872) 214 Con- 
nected with this, is what is called *devil-dancing, in which 
the demoniacal possession is sought. 1857 tr. Dumas' Three 
Musketeers ii. 14/2 His soldiers formed a '^devil-dare legion. 
1727 De Foe Syst. Magic 1. i. (1840) 32 The magicians were 
hot all sorcerers and ^devil-dealers. 1767 J. Abercrombie 
Ev. Man his own Gardener Index, *Devil-in-a-bush. 18x5 
Elphinstone Acc. Caubul (1842) I. 95 A plant very common 
about Peshawer, which much resembles that . . called Devil 
in the hush. 1843 Lytton Last Bar. 1. vii, Those *devil- 
mongers can bake ye a dozen such every moment. 1878 
Britten & Holland Plant-n. 148 *Devil on both sides or 
Devil o’ both sides, Ranunculus arvensis L. Bucks., Durk., 
Warzo. 1864 Atkinson Prov. Names Birds, *DeviI-skriker 
(Yorks.). x866 Treas. Bot. 45 Alstonia scholaris, called' 
*Devil-tree or Pali-mara about Bombay. 1837 Carlyle Fr. 
Rev. (1857) L 11. 1. iv. 250 And tended either godward or 
else *devilward. 1631 Cornwallyes Ess. 11. xlix. 308 And 
*devill-wise labour for nothing but to make all soules levell 
with theirs. 1719 De Foe Crusoe( 1840) II. vi. 138 Idolatry 
and *devil-worship. 1727 — Syst. Magic 1. iii. 69 To intro- 
duce Devil-worship in the world. 1879 M. Conway De- 
monology <5- Devil-lore I. 137 The *devil-\vorshippers of 
Travancore to this day declare that the evil power ap- 
proaches them in the form of a Dog. 1726 De Foe Hist . 
Devil 11. xi, 353 Wormwood, storax, ^devil-wort, mandrake, 
nightshade. 

25. The possessive, devil’s, has somewhat spe- 
cialized uses as expressing things supposed to be- 
long to or be in the power of the devil ; hence it 
is used in opposition to God s, as devil's martyr, 
Matins, Paternosters; and sometimes, like 
Devilish, as an intensive qualification of that which 
is evil, violent, or excessive. [Cf. F. un froid de 
diable, un vent de tous les diables .] 

It is also used of natural or prehistoric works attributed 
to Satanic agency, as Devils bridge, dike, punch-bowl, etc. 

? 12. . Charter in Cod. Dipl. IV. 231 purgh Ses defies lore. 
1297 R. Glouc. (1724) 475 Foure of the deueles limes, [h]is 
knifes hurde this. 1530 Palsgr. 214/2 Divelles worke, 
diablerie. 1675 Brooks Gold. Key Wks. 1867 V. 592 Balaam 
. . who was the devil’s hackney. 1820 Scott Ivanhoe xx, 
What devil’s matins are you after at this hour? 1827 — 
Jml. 16 Mar., I had the devil’s work finding them. . 1854 
Whyte Melville Gen. Bounce xv. i Farmer), His wives .. 
yowlin’, and cryin*, and kickin’ up the devil’s delight. 1859 
H« Kingsley G. Harnlyn v, We had better be as comfort- 
able as we can this devil’s* night. 2863 Reade Hard Cash 
I. 278 (Farmer) What business have you in the Captain’s 
cabin, kicking up the devil’s delight? 1884 E. M. Beal 
in Gd. Words May 323/1 The newly discovered ‘ devil’s 
liquor’, starch. 

b. Special phrases. Devil’s advocate (L. advo- 
catus diaboli), one who urges the devil’s plea 
against the canonization of a saint, or in opposi- 
tion to the honouring of any one ; hence, one who 
advocates the contrary or wrong side, or injures 
a cause by his advocacy; so devil’s advocacy; 
devil's bedpost (see quots.) ; devil's bones, an 
appellation of dice ; devil's cow, a black beetle ; 
devil’s darning-needle ( If. S.) * devils needle 
(see also cl ; devil's dirt, devil's dung, asafoe- 
tida ; devil's dozen : see Dozen; devil's finger, 
a belemnite ; devil’ s fingers, th e star- fish ; devil's 
mint, a succession of things hurtful or offensive, 
as if the devil himself were at work coining them 
(Forby); devil's needle, provincial name of the 
dragon-fly; ‘Devil’s Own', a pet name of the 
88 th Foot {the Devils own Connaught boys ) ; also 
of the Inns of Court Rifle Corps of Volunteers ; 
devil's sheaf : see quot. ; devil's tattoo: see 
Tattoo ; devil’s toe-nail, a belemnite. Also 
DevilVbird, claw, etc. 

1760 Impostors Detected II. 128 By. . playing the true 
part of the *Devil’s advocate. 1885 J. Bonar Maltkus 1. i. 7 
The father made it a point of honour to defend the En- 
quirer; the son played devil’s advocate. 1887 R. Buchanan 
Heirof Linnexi, Even the Socialist party regarded him as 
a devil’s advocate, and washed their hands of him. ^ 1854 
Maurice P kilos. "First Six Cent. (ed. 2) ,v. x 19 The claims of 
Proclus to canonisation in spite of our *devil~advocacy. 
1892 A. Birrell Res Judic. iv. 108 There is just enough of 
. . truth in it, to make it one of the most powerful bits of 
devil's advocacy ever penned. 1873 Slang Diet., * Devil's 
bed-posts, the four of clubs. , .*879 JVC $ Q. 5th Ser. XII. 473,' 
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I have always heard the four of clubs called the devil’s bed- 
post, and also that it is the worst turn-up one could have. 
*664 Etheredge Comical Revenge 11. iii (Farmer), I do not 
understand dice . . hang the *devil’s bones. 1822 Scott 
Nigel xxiii, A gamester, one who deals with the devil’s 
bones. 1688 R. Holme Armoury 11. 2x3/1 Blind Beetles . . 
are generally known to us by the name of . . *Devils cows. 
1854 Putnams Monthly June 1 Bartlett', Now and then . . 
a *devirs-darning-needle would pertinaciously hover about 
our heads. 1578 Lyte Dodoens n. exit. 304 Galled . . in 
Englishe also Assa fetida ; in high Douche Teufels dreck, 
that is to say *Deuilles durt. 1604 Dekker Honest Wk, 
Wks. 1873 II. 40 The *Divels dung in thy teeth 1 1799 G. 
Smith Laboratory I. 237 Asafoetida is sometimes called by 
the name of devil’s dung. 1857 Thqreau Maine IV. (1894) 
316 On Moosehead I had seen a large *devil’s-needle half 
a mile from the shore. 1871 Staveley Brit. Insects 128 The 
swift approach of one of these glittering ‘ devil’s needles \ 
1864 Mare Lemon Jest Bk.au t Farmer} At a review of the 
volunteers . . the ^devil’s own walked straight through. 
1893 Pall Mall G. 21 Jan. 2/3 * What ! what !’ exclaimed 
his Majesty [George III. in 1803], ‘all lawyers! all law- 
yers ! Call them the Devil’s Own— call them the Devil’s 
Own’ . - the fighting gentlemen of the long robe have been 
the * Devil’s Own ’ ever since. 1496 Dives <$- Paup. (W. de 
W.) v. Introd. 25/1 Make ye the poore men your frendes of 
the *deuyllessheyf eyther richesses of wyckednesse. 1847 
Ansted Anc, World ix. 190 The Belemnite has., various 
local names (such as thunderbolt, ^devil’s toe-nail). 

q. esp. in popular names of plants; devil’s 
apple, the thorn apple {Datura Stramonuun) ; 
devil’s apron, a popular name in the United States 
of species of Laminaria and other olive-brown 
sea-weeds with a large dilated lamina ; devil’s 
brushes, a general name for ferns in the ‘ Black 
Country J (Britt. & Holl.) ; devil’s candlestick, 
the fungus Phallus impudicus ; the ground-ivy 
(Midland Counties) ; devil’s club, a prickly aralia- 
ceous plant, Fatua horrlda, found in the north- 
western U.S., ; devil’s coach-wheel, d. curry- 
comb, corn crowfoot (Hants) ; devil’s cotton, 
an East Indian tree, Abroma, the fibres of which are 
made into cordage ; devil’s darning-needle, 
Scandix Pecten Veneris; devil’s ear ( U.S. ), a 
species of wake-robin {Arum) ; devil’s fig, the 
prickly pear : devil’s garter, the bindweed, Con- 
volvidus septum ; devil’s horn, Phallus impitdi - 
cus ; devil’s leaf, a very virulent species of stinging 
nettle, Uriica urentissima, found in Timor; devil’s 
oatmeal, d. parsley, wild chervil, Anthriscus syl- 
vestris ; devil’s posy, ramsons, Allium ursinum \ 
devil’s snuff-box, the puff-ball ; devil’s stink- 
pot, Phallus impudictis. Also Devil’ s-bit, claws, 
milk. 

1846 Sowerby Brit. Bot. VI. 104 *D evil's Apple. 1858 
O. W. Holmes Aut. Break/. 4 . vii. (1883) 142 Washed up 
on one of the beaches in company with *devil’s- aprons, 
bladder- weeds, dead horse-shoes. 1891 Proc. R. Geog. 
Soc. Feb. 78 That unpleasant plant, growing to the height 
of a man’s chest, known as the ^devil’s club, and covered 
with fine loose barbed prickles. 1851 S. Judd Margaret (ed. 
2) II., v. 66 There are berries in the woods, the scarlet ^devil’s 
ear and blue dracira. 1795 Southey Lett. Jr. Ajz>rrm(i8o8) II. 
38, I saw the prickly pear, dr as it is called here the ^devil’s 
fig. 1830 Bindley Nat. Syst. Bot. 94 A nettle called daoun 
setan, or *devii's leaf, in Timor ; the effects of which are 
said . . to last for a year, and even to cause death. 1883 
R. Turner in Gd. Words Sept. 589/2 The puff-balls are 
known in Scotland as * dell’s sneesnin' mills ’ (*devil’s snuff- 
boxes). 1884 Cheshire G loss Devil s snuff-box, puff-ball. 

Devil (de*v’l, de*vil), v. [£ Devil rA] 
f 1 . To devil it ; to play the devil, to act like the 
devil. Ohs. 

*593 Nashe Christ’s T. (1613) 158^ In the euillest of euill 
functions, which is, in diuelling it simply. 

Jrb. trans. To play the devil with, to ruin. Ohs. 
*653 Benlowes Theoph. n. xv. The Serpent devil’d Eve. 
c. allusive nonce-wd. 

1698 Vanbrugh Prov. Wife iv. iv. 89 Lady B. The devil’s 
hands ! Let me go ! Sir % I’ll devil you, you jade you 1 

2 . trans. To grill with hot condiments. 

* 1800 [see Devilled 2]. 1817 T. L. Peacock Meltn - 

court xxiii, If the carp be not caught, let ■ me be devilled 
like a biscuit after the second bottle. 1831 Trelawny Adv. 
Younger Son I. 291 Come Louis, devil us a biscuit <2x845 
Hood Tale of Temper vi, He. .felt in his very gizzard he was 
devill’d ! 1870 Ramsay Re min. iv. (ed. 18; 83 One of the 
legs should be deviled. 

8 . intr. To act as ‘ devil’ to a lawyer or literary 
man; to do professional work for another without 
fee, or without recognition. 

• 1864 A thenaeum No. 1921. 232/2 He devils for the counsel 
on both sides. x88o Social Notes 20 Nov. 243/2 This unjust 
system is termed * devilling and those who appear in cases 
for which others are retained, at the sole request of the 
latter, are called ‘devils’, whilst the original holders of 
transferred ■ briefs '.may be styled . ‘ devilees.’ . .As Jong' as 
briefless barristers consent to 4 devil’, so long will the abuse 
flourish, to the disadvantage of the public and the Bar. 
1889 Sat. Rev. 9 Feb. 159/2 He must have chambers and 
.ft' clerk, or a share of both. He must be ready and willing 
to ‘devil’. ■ ■ . 

to. trans. To do (work) as a * devil V 
*88| Cornh. Mag. Jan. 62 Allowing me to devil his work 
for him for ten years. 

c. To entrust to a * devil ’ or private deputy. 

189* ■Leach: SouthiuellMinster (Camden) 22 note. Of 
course he ‘ devilled ’ his duties, and equally of course the 
‘devil * neglected them. 


4 . trans. To tear to pieces (rags, old cloth, etc.) 
with a machine called a devil. See Devilling 2. 

+ Devila*de. Ohs. nonee-wd. after masquerade. 
r 775 Garrick Bon Ton 4 Coteries, Masquerades, and all 
the Devilades in this town. 

Be*viI-MrcL A name popularly given to 
various birds, from their appearance, flight, cry, 
etc. ; especially a. A local English name of the 
Swift ; = Devil 7 b. 

1885 Swainson Prov. Names Brit. Birds 05 It is called- 
.. Devil bird (West Riding). 

b. The Brown Owl of Ceylon ( Syrnium Indrani). 
1849 Pridbam Ceylon 737 (Y.) Devil’s Bird. .The wild and 
wailing cry of this bird is considered a sure presage of death 
and misfoi tune, unless [etc.]. x86o in Tennent Ceylon 1 . 167 
Note, The brown owl, which, from its hideous yell, has ac- 
quired the name of the ‘ Devil-Bird *. 1876 Ceylon II. 145 
The * oolanna’, or devil bird of the Sinhalese, whose horrid 
shriek at night terrifies the natives.. some think it is not an 
owl, but a black night-raven. 

e. A name of the East Indian drongo-shrikes, 
family Dicruridm. 

Be’vil-dodger. humorotts. [See Dodge v .] 
One who tries to dodge the devil (see quot. 1893); 
also, a nickname for ranting preachers, or preachers 
generally. So Be’vil-do&ging* vbl. sh. and ppl. a. 

1791 Lackington Mem. vi (D.\ These devil-dodgers hap- 
pened to be so very powerful (that is, noisy), x86x Under 
the Spell III, xii So you have taken to ‘devil-dodging’, 
sermonizing, or whatever you call it. 2886 G. Allen Mai- 
mie's Sake i, He has a rabid objection to the clergy — the 
black brigade and the devil-dodgers, he calls them. Ibid. 
v, A pack of trumpery superstitious devil-dodging nonsense. 
1893 M. W est Boyrn Player 202 Unbiassed people who went 
to church in the morning and to chapel in the evenings — 
devil-dodger-s as they were coarsely called, who were deter- 
mined to be right one way or another. 

Deinldom (deVIdom). [f. Devil + -dom ] 

1 . The dominion, rule, or sway of the (or a) devil ; 
exercise of diabolic, power. 

1694 S. Johnson Notes Past. Lett . Bp. Burnet 1. 5 The 
true Art of spelling all the Oppressions and Devildoms in 
the World out of the pregnant word King. 1856 Mrs. 
Browning Aur. Leigh n. Poems 1890 VI. 73 A commina- 
tion, or, at best, An exorcism against the devildom Which 
plainly held me. 1893 R. Kipling Many Invent. 207 It 
was witchcraft,— witchcraft and devildom. 

2 . The domain of the devil ; the realm or estate 
of devils ; the condition of devils. 

1825 Coleridge in Pall Mall G. 27 May (1887) 5/2 De- 
pressed by day and wandering all night thro’ the Sweden- 
oorgian Devildom. 1828 Fr. A. Kemble Let. in Record of 
Girlhood (1878) I. viii. 226, I have been revelling in that 
divine devildom, ‘ Faust 1847 O. Brownson Two Brothers 
Wks. VI. 268 All motleydom and all devildom had broken 
loose. 1892 T. Wright Blue Firedrake 197 Never surely 
were more repulsive hags in all devildom. 

Bevilee*. nonee-wd. See Devil v. 3 quot. 1880. 
Deviless (deVI, es). [f. Devil + -ess : cf. F. 
diablesse.\ A she-devil. 

<2x693 Urquhart Rabelais iv. xxvii. 226 There was not 
Angel, Man, Devil, nor Deviless, upon the pla.ee, who would 
not [etc.]. 1761 Sterne Tr. Shandy (1802) III. xx. 318 

Though we should abominate each other ten times worse 
than so many devils or devilesses. x88x Atkermum 9 July 
45/3 But a commonplace woman, with little of either the 
saint or the * deviless ’ in her composition. 

Devilet (deVl L et). [f. Devil + -et.] 

1 . A little devil, in various senses. 

1794 Mathias Purs. Lit. (1798) 135 To meet the Printer’s 
dev r let face to face. 1841 De Quincey Homer Wks. 1862 
V. 297 To the derision of all critics, compositors, pressmen, 
devils, and devillets. <2x845 Barham Ingot. Leg.. Truants y 
And pray now what were these devilets call’d ? These three 
little fiends so gay ! c 1876 Sir R. Burton in Lady Burton 
Life (1893) I. 21 We boys became perfect devilets. 

2 . The Swift; —Deviling 2. 

1828 Wilson in Black?o. Mag. XXIV. 277 The long- 
winged legless black devilet, that, if it falls to the ground, 
cannot rise again. 1828 Southey in Q. Rev. XXXVIII. 
238 The merry Dominican . . continued to eat devilets on 
fast days. 

Devil-fisk. A name popularly given to 
various large and formidable fishes or other marine 
animals ; especially a. In Great Britain, a large 
pediculate fish (Lop kites piscatorius) also called 
Angler (q.v.), frog-fish, sea-devil, toad-fish. b. 
In U.S., a gigantic species of eagle-ray, teratoptera 
vampyrus, having expanded sides gradually passing 
into flappers or pectoral fins, the expanse of which 
is sometimes 20 feet. Less commonly, c. The 
Californian grey whale, d. The piranha of Uruguay, 
e. The octopus, cuttle-fish, or other cephalopod. 

1814 Sporting Mag. XLIV. 94 That species, called by 
Dr. Goldsmith the Devil Fish. 1839 T. Beale Nat. Hist. 
Sperm Whale 351 Enormous sting-rays, or ‘ devil fish’., 
from five to six feet across. x86o Mere. Marine Mag. VII. 
213 They California Grey ’ Whale , 1 have a variety of names 
among whalemen, as .’. ‘ Hard-head % ‘Devil-fish’., x86x 
! Hulme tr. Moquin- Tandon iL \v. i. 214 The Piranha or 
Devil-fish discovered byM.de Castelnau in Uruguay. .When 
i any object is thrown into the water inhabited by the Piran- 
j has, these fish immediately attack it. 1863 Russell Diary 
North 4 South I. 208, I heard much of the mighty devil- 
i fish . . The fish . . possesses formidable antennae-like horns, 

; and a pair of huge fins, or flappers, one of which rises 
[ above the water as the creature moves below the surface. 

S 1867 Chronicle 5 Oct. 660 The Devil Fish.. This giant of 
1 the Cephaloptera is simply a. monstrous Ray; and though 
[ Sea-Devil and Vampire are assigned to it as trivial names. 


it. .is in no way formidable save from its enormous strength 
and bulk. 1883 G. L. Faber Fisheries Adriatic 185 Mylio- 
balis aquila L. . .Devil fish, Sea-Devil, Toad-fish. 1885 
C. F. Holder Marvels Ariim. Life 162 [The squid] was 
found . .to fully justify its popular name of devil-fish. 1889 
Catholic News 15 June 5/5 The octopus, popularly known 
as ‘ the devil fish 

De’vilhead. [see - head] =Devilhood. 

a 2350 Life of Jesus (ed. HorstmJ 499 (Matz.) No deuel- 
hede I ne habhe in me. 1870 Morris Earthly Par. III. 
iv. 300 A swallowing dread,, A curse made manifest in 
devil-head. 

DeviUiood (de*vlhud). [f. Devil + -hogd.] 
The condition and estate of a devil. 

1618 Wither Motto, Nec Haheo Wks, (1633) 521 Except 
the Devill, and that cursed brood Which have dependance 
on his Devilhood. 1880 Swinburne Study Shake, iii. 173 
Her imperious and dauntless devilhood. 2894 J. Brand in 
Chicago Advance o.\ May, A downward development toward 
devilhood. 

t Be* vilified, ppl. a. Ohs. [see -ft.] Made 
into or of the nature of a devil. 

1645 Pag itt Heresiog r. Ep. Ded , Unpure Familists, who 
blasphemously pretend to be godified like God, whereas 
indeed they are devillified like their Father the Devil. 2647 
J. Heydon Disca?r. Fairfax 2 Devils and devilified men 
would be glad to have any thing against him. 

So De’vilifiex. 

1793 Regal Rambler 37 The emendator, corrector, and 
Devilifier. .of my bank. 

Deviling* (deVljirj). [f. Devil sh. + -ling or 
-ING ; the suffixes being here confounded.] 

1 . A young devil ; an imp or mischievous little 
creature. 

[1575 G. Harvey Letter-bk.(Ca.mden) 98 Close to the britche 
like a Divelinge.} a x6x6 Reaum. & Fl. Knt. of Malta v. ii, 
And engender young devillings. 1672 R. W iijd Deelar. Lib. 
Consc. 9 His Divelings, the Officers and Clarks of that won- 
drous Kitchin. 2806 Southey in Ann. Rev. IV. 540 He 
received the little deviling in a basket. 1849 Sir J. Stephen 
Eccl. Biog. (2850) I. 31Q The deviling . . was about twelve 
years old and looked exactly like any other boy. 

2 . A local name of the Swift ; also of the Pied 
Wagtail. (See quots.) 

<2x825 FobbY East Aug. Voc., Devilin,. the species of 
swallow, commonly called the swift. 1826 Sporting Mag. 
XVIII. 312 The bird called a Swift .. more commonly a 
Devilin. 1837 Macgillivray Hist, Brit. Birds III. 614 
Black Marten, Swift, Develing. 1885 Swainson Prov. 
Names Brit. Birds 45 Pied Wagtail . . Devil’s bird _ or 
deviling. (Ireland). From the constant uncanny motion 
of its tail. Ibid. 95 Swift. . It is called Deviling (E. Angl., 
Lane., Westm.). 

3 . The third or lowest vat used in the manufac- 
ture of indigo ; called in French diablotin. 

X731-7 Miller Gard. Diet. (ed. 3) s.v. Anil, The. second 
is call’d the Battery „« And the third, which is much less 
than the second, is call’d the Deviling. As for the Name.. 
I do not see how it agrees with it ; unless it be because 
this Vat is deeper colour'd than the others. 

Devilisk (de*vT|if), a. [f. Devil +-ish.] 

1 . Of persons : Having the nature or character of 
the devil ; like a devil in character or actions. 

1494 Fabyan Chron. iv. Ixv. 44 Bystyryngeof disclaunderous 
and deuylysshe persones. a 1555 Latimer Serm. (1845) 301 
What marvel is it, if they call you devilish persons and 
heretics? X587 Turberv. 'Frag. T. (1837). 151 The divilish 
Queenes devise. 1604 Shaks. Oth. 11. i. 249 A diuelish 
knaue ! 1634 Sir T. Herbert Tran. 8 A Monster not 
a little esteemed of amongst these Devillish Savages. 1653 
H. Cogan tr. Pinto's Trav. xxviii. 113 Who. .censed those 
two divelish Monsters. 1868 Browning Ring * Bk. 1. 247 
We pronounce Count Guido devilish and damnable. 

2 . Of things, actions,, or qualities : Characteristic 
of the devil; worthy of or befitting the devil ; 
diabolical; execrable. 

c 1496 Serm. Episc. Puer. (W. de W.) B iij, Euyll fasshened 
garmentes, & deuyllysshe shoon & slyppers of frensmen. 
1526 Pilgr. Perf. (W. de W. 1531)93 Whiche is moost deuyl- 
lysshe synne. 1553 Eden Treat. Newe Ind. (Arb.) 18 They 
make cejrtayne deuylishe gestures lyke vnto madde men. 
1631 Gouge God's Arrows iii. § 94. 360 The roatchlesse, 
mercilesse, devilish, and damnable gun-powder-t reason. 1663 
F. Hawkins Youth's Behav. 87 "Pis of humane frailty to 
erre, but ’tis devillish to persevere in it. X790 Burns Tam 
O'Skanter 127 By some devilish cantrip slight. 1827. Pol- 
lok Course T. ix. 266 Indistinct and devilish whisperings, 
to. Expressing the speaker’s strong detestation. 
1694 R. L Estrange Fables cccxxxii. (ed. 6) 345 The Devel- 
ish People would keep such a Snearing and Pointing at me, 
x8oo Mrs. Hervey Mourtray Fam. II. xox Hold your 
devilish tongue. 

3 . Of or belonging to the devil. 

1526-34 Tindale x Tim. iv. 1 Geue hede vnto spretes of 
erroure and dyuelysshe doctrine. 1548 Hall Chron. 135 b, 
Tberto bydevilishe inst^acion incensed and procured. 1562 
Bulleyn Bk. Sicke Men 75 b, Ingratitude [is] sprung of a 
deaelishe petigree. 1864 Burton Scot A br. I. v. 287. So. 
skilled in devilish arts of magic. /'■ '■/ ■ 

4 . loosely. Violent, virulent, terrible ; extremely 
bad ; enormous, excessive. 

x6i2 Woodall Surg. Mate Wks. (1653) 241 It is a divellish, 
deadly, coarse medicine. x688 R. Holme A rmoury 11. 198/2 
[Lice]; are devilish Biters, especially the little ones. 1738 
Swift Polite Convers. 187 Mr. N — got the devilishest Fall 
i in the Park To-day. ' , x8|* Fonblanque Eng. under 7 Ad- 
minist. (1837)11. 93 The Six Acts, hurried, with such devilish 
speed, through Parliament. 1849 Thackeray Pendennis xl, 
She lias a devilish deal more than ten thousand pound. 

5. Comb. 

1705 Hickeringill Priest-Cr. Wits. 1716 III. iio Such 
a Devilish-like Black-guard. 

B. adv. Devilishly 2 ; ’ excessively, exceed- 


BEVILISHED. 


ingly, enormously : originally of things bad, but 
in later use a mere coarse intensive. 

1612 Rowlands Knaue of Harts 14 Because we finde.. 
Mony makes fooles most diuellish proud in mind. 1631 
Massinger Beleeve as you list iv. iii, The cur is divelishe 
hungrie. tyxg De Foe Cruses (1840) I. xx. 353 Taking 
devilish long strides. 1768 Foote Devil on 2 Sticks 1. Wks. 
1799 II. 251 They are devilish rich, devilish poor, devilish 
ugly, devilish handsome. 1807 Byron Let. to Miss Pigot 
11 Aug., I should be devilish glad to see him. 1843 Lever 
J. Hinton viii, Devilish pretty girl, that, she is. z 886 
Stevenson Dr. Jekyll ii, I have seen devilish little of the 
raan. 

f Be*vilis3ied, ppl. a. Ohs. rare \ [f. prec. + 
-ed; or (?) with the suffix -ish — ~ise , - ize> as in 
anmtish, Anientise: cf. also publish. 1 Demonized, 
possessed with a demon or * devil \ 

3603 Deacon Sc Walker Anew, to Darel 13 Dmnonizo- 
menos. .one Diuellistied, or one afflicted, tormented, or vext 
with a Diuell. Ibid. 20 A man, hauing the spirit of an 
vncleane diuell . . a diuelished vncleane spirit. 1601 — Spirits 
<§• Divels 39 Demoniakes, or diuellished persons. 

Devilishly (deVI } iJli), adv. [f. prec. + -ly 2 .] 

1. In a devilish manner, diabolically. 

1531 Tindale Exp. 1 John (1537) 18 We synne not 
diueUishlye agaynst the holy goost. 1642 Fuller^ Holy 
4- Prof. St. y. xi. 405 None but devils and men devilishly 
minded. 1830 Arnold Let. to Hare 24 Dec. in Stanley 
Life I. vi. 236 A devil’s doctrine, certainly, and devilishly 
applied. 1878 E. Jenkins Haverhohne 47 The declaration 
. .has a touch of the devilishly humorous about it, 

2. Excessively, exceedingly : originally of things 
bad, but becoming at length a strong intensive. 

1668 Shad well Sullen Lovers iv, How devillishly imper- 
tinent is this. 1687 Settle Ref. Dry den 13 The Poet lyes 
Bivellishly if he tells you [etc.]. 1782 Mrs. E. Blower 
Geo. Bateman II. 140 She’s devilishly pretty, 1845 Mrs. 
Carlyle Lett. I. 360 , 1 think it devilishly well done. 

Devilishness (deVbifnes). [f. Devilish + 
-ness.] The state or quality of being devilish; 
diabolical or infernal character. 

1530 Palsgr, 214/2 Divellysshnesse, diablerie.. 1549 Allen 
Judds Par. Rett. 13 Very wicked and abhominabie super- 
sticions and diuillyshnes. 1620 Melton Astrolog. 80 The 
diuellishnesse of your Diuination. 1733 Lord M. m Swift' s 
Lett. (1766) II. 185, I have betrayed to you the devilishuess 
of my temper. 1844 Masson Ess., The Three Devils iii. 
(1856) 74 Mephistophiles’s nature .. complete, confirmed, 
irrevocable devilishness. 

Devilism (deV biz’m). [f. Devil sh. + -ism.] 

1. A system of action or conduct proper to a devil; 
devilish quality. 

1653 Bp. Hall Rem. Wks. 11. (1660) 150 Did ever any seek 
for the greatest good in the worst of evils? This is not 
heresie, but meer Divilisme. 1691-8 Norris Tract. Disc. 
(1711) III. 173 To the highest pitch of Impiety, to the very 
ridge of Devilism. 1726 De Foe Hist . Devil (1822) 203 
Such a perfection of devilism as that of the Inquisition. 
1820 Examiner No. 6x9, The deliberate devilism of 
the tortures. 1892 Peyton Memorab. Jesus xvi. 451 The de- 
vilism in human nature is that which wants bread by which 
to live in the body, and seeks not the interests of the soul. 

2. A system or cult, the object of which is the 
Devil ; devil-worship. 

1773 E. Ives Fay. Eng 1 , to India 317 The San jacks., once 
professed Christianity, then Mahometanism, and last of all 
Devilism. 

+ DeviTity. Obs. In 6-7 divil(I)itie. [f. Devil 
sb. 4* -ity : formed with mocking reference to civil- 
ity and divinity Devilism, devilry. 

1589 Marprel Efit. Fiij, Whom the D. of diuillitie.. 
affirmeth to haue beene Arch, of Creet. 1598 R. Barckley 
Folic. Man iv. (1603) 317 A formal kind of strangers civilitie 
k . which . .may rather bee called Divillitie. 1601 Deacon & 
Walker Answ. to Darel 113 These are but quick-sands 
wherewith you doe grauell your deepe skill of Diuillitie. 
1609 Bp. W. Barlow Anstv. Nameless Cath. 39 [He] must 
also bee his Diuilitie Reader or Schoole-man. 

Devilize (deVl^iz), v. [f. Devil sb. + -ize.] 

I. trans. To make a devil of; to render devilish 
in character. {Cf. canonize.) 

1624 Bp. Hall Rem. Wks. (1660) 13 He that should deify 
a Saint should wrong him as much as he that should 
Dtvellize him. # 1888 Chicago Advance 12 Apr. 232 The 
native heathenism of the Dark Continent devihzed by mm 
from the lands of Christendom, 
f 2. intr. To play the devil ; to act as a devil. 
1647 Ward Simp. Cobler 48 The worst they [Englishmen] 
doe, is to keep their Kings from Divelizing, and themselves 
from Assing. 1720 T. Gordon Cordial for Low Spirits 69 
Let loose his inclinations, and devilized with all his might. 
Hence De'vilized ppl. a., converted into a devil, 
rendered devilish. 

170X Flavrl Hush. Spirit. (1770) 282 How full of devils 
ana devilized men is this lower world. 1726 De Foe Hist. 
Devil (1822) 208 To consider human nature devilized. 1890 

J. Pulsford Loyalty to Christ L 238 The highest and most 
reputable members of society, .have come through a devilized 
line of ancestry. 

DeviUdn (dew’lkin) . [f. Devil sb. + -kin.] A 
little devil ; an imp. Also fig. 

*748 Richardson Clarissa (1811) VI. 14 That a Beelzebub 
has his devilkins to attend his call, 1833 T. Hook Widow 
fr Marquess iii, Attendant devilkins or an inferior class, 
with hoofs, horns, talons and tails. 1851 D. Jerrold St. 
Giles xxii, Now shout, ye imps ! Scream, ye devilkins . . for 
it is done! 1893 Pall Mall Mag \ II. n8 Black itch- 
ing marks, left by the stings of these imperceptible little 
devilkins. 

1[ The following is an example of Devil 20 a, 
with what-kins of what kind, what kind of. 
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c rgio Robin Hood 290 in Arb. Gamer VI. 430 What 
devilkyns draper, sayd litell Much, Thynkyst thou to be. 
Dev ill ed (de*vld),^/. a. [f. Devil + -ed.] 

1. Possessed or afflicted with a devil : see Devil 
sb. 2 b. 

c 1550 Chekb Matt. viii. 16 In y* evening yei brought him 
mani y t was develied. Ibid. viii. 28 Y eer mett him ij develds 
..veri fiers men. Ibid. xv. 22 Mi doughter is veri evei de- 
velied. 2645 Rutherford Tryal % Tri. Faith (1845) 47 
Kakos dahnonizetai, she is exceedingly devilled. 

2. Grilled with hot condiments. 

3800 Oracle in Spir. Publ. Jmls. (r8oi) IV. 253 At half 
past two [I] ate a devil’d kidney. 2845 Disraeli Sybil yf. 
x, His table cleared, a devilled biscuit placed before him, 
a cool bottle and a fresh glass. 1853 Mrs. Gaskell North 
Sf S. xlii, The devilled chicken tasted like saw-dust. 1881 
J. Grant Cameronians I. xviii. 276 An aroma of coffee and 
devilled bones. 

3. Prepared by a devil, or unrecognized profes- 
sional helper : see Devil sb. 5 b, c. 

*893 Athenaeum 5 Aug. 182/1 We imagine that Mr. Robin- 
son got his authors ‘ devilled ’ for him, for hardly any single 
brain could have extracted all this material. 

Beviller (deVl|Oi). [f. Devil <+• -er*.] a. The 
workman who attends to the machine called a 
f devil ’ in a cotton or other factory, b. The 
name of a machine used for the shaking of rags. 
C. A * devil ’ or literary hack. 

1874 Manch. Guardian 3 Aug. 6 The term is applied to 
those persons who tend hard-waste breakers in cotton manu- 
factories. The machines are termed devils, and in this 
district the person who tends them a deviller. 2885 Leeds 
Mercury 23 June 3 A rag-shaking machine called a *de- 
viller’. 1893 Atkenseum 5 Aug. 182/1 Sometimes the delver, 
or ‘devtUer’, nods. 

De'vilTike, a. and adv. [See Ltkk : cf. De- 

V1LLY.] 

A. adj. Like a devil ; diabolical. 

c 1470 Henry Wallace vnr. 895 His dewyllyk deid he did 
in to Scotland. 1610 Healey St. A Jig . Citie of God iv. 
xxxii, Devil-like Princes perswaded their people to their 
owne vaine inventions. 3722 Mrs. E. Haywood Brit. 
Recluse 73 With more than Devil-like cruelty. 1869 W. P. 
Mackay Grace Truth (1875) 225 What a devil-like inten- 
tion l 

B. adv. Like, or after the manner of a devil ; 
diabolically. 

1688 Bunyan Jerusalem Sinner Saved (1886) 129 Who 
has.. thus horribly and devil-like contemned and trampled 
upon Him. 3717 L. Howel Desiderizis 104 Themselves, 
Devil-like, are never the better for doing us this Mischief. 

Devilling (de*v’i|ig), vbl. sb. [f. Devil v .+ 

-ING l .] 

1. Working as a devil or hack : see Devil sb. 
5 b, c; v. 3. 

1880 Besant & Rice Seamy Side xiv. 114 The young 
barrister was engaged in some devilling. 1888 Star 8 Aug., 
Devilling is the term used in the literary trade for sweating. 
1894 Westm. Gaz. 7 Feb. 8/1 After all, devilling at the 
Bar has the same consolation as fagging at school. First, 
you fag for others; but in the end you have other devils to 
fag for you. 

2. Tearing to pieces by the machine called a 
devil. 

1891 Labour Commission Gloss,, Devilling \ the same pro- 
cess as willeying. 

f De*villy, devily, a. Obs. [OE. diofollic , f. 
diofol devil + -lie (~ly l ), contr. dioflic , whence in 
ME. deofiich , later devily : rarely in ME. with 
second /, develly. Cf. OHG. tiufallih, MHG. tiu- 
vellich , ON. djofulligr .] = Devilish. 

ciooo ^Elfric Horn. (Thorpe) 1. 102 (Bosw.) Mid deofelli- 
cum wiriungum. Ibid. I. 62 Undergeat se apostol 6as deo- 
flican facn. c 1175 Lamb. Horn. 105 j?enne ma3e we fordon 
swa ha deofliche 3itsunge. 1481 Caxton Reynard (Arb.) 73 
Alway to mysdo and trespace. .that is euyl ; andadeuely 
lyf [Flem. een duuelic leven]. 1483 — Cato H iv b, Ceriaynly 
suche thought is wycked and deuyliy. c 1485 Digby Myst. 
v. ii. heading , Entreth lucyfere in a deuely a-ray. a 1628 F. 
Greville Sidney x, (1652) 131 The devily characters of so 
tyrannical a deity. 

t De’villy, devily, adv. Obs. [f. as prec. 
4- -ly 2 ,] Devilishly, diabolically, excessively (in 
a bad sense). 

#1300 Cursor M. 14392 (Cott.) Ful deueli [v. r. deuelly] 
war J>ai Iuus thra, ]?air biisced lauerd for to sla. C1400 
Sowdone Bab. 265 The Dikes were so develye depe. .Ouer 
cowde thai nother goo nor crepe. Ibid. 2193 Ther to he 
was devely stronge, His skynne was blake and harde. 

Be*vil-may-ca*re, Also erroneously devil- 
me-care. [The exclamation devil may care / used 
as an attribute.] Wildly reckless; careless and 
'rollicking.' 

[1793 Regal Rambler 95 Deel care, said Dr. Leveller, loud 
enough to be heard.] 1837 Dickens Pickw. xlix, He was 
a mighty free and easy, roving, devil-may-care sort of person. 
[1858 M. Porteous Souter Johnny 8 But deil-ma-care ! my 
facts are clear.] 3858 Lytton What will he do 11. ii, He. . 
looked altogether as devil-me-care, rakehelly, handsome, 
good-for-nought as ever swore at a drawer. 1861 Hughes 
Tom Brown at Oxf. xx. (1889) 103 A face radiant with devil- 
may-care delight, 1870 Miss Broughton Red as a Rose i. 3 
The salt of a racy, devil-me-care wit. 1887 W. M. Rossetti 
Life of Keats vi, Without any aggressive or ‘devil-may-care' 
addenda. 

Hence Bevil-may-ca'xeness {err on. -careless- 
ness) ; Bevil-may-ca‘risli a. y -carisliness, 
-ca’rism, nonce-wds . 

*833 Fraser's Mag. VII. 693 Similar attempts at a jaunty 
devil-me-carishness. 1843 Taifs Mag. VIII. 221 From 
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them he dates that devil-may-carism, that recklessness of 
the world and the world’s law. 1842 Lytton Zanoni iv. v, 
A devil-me-carish air. 1890 M c Carthy Fr. Rev. I. 22 The 
wantonness, the licence, the devil-may-careness of the 
Regency. 1891 Blackw. Mag. CXL1X. 510/1 lhere was 
more of Hibernian devil-may-care-lessness than of Saxon 
foresight. 

Devilment (deVlment). [f. Devil v. 4 - -ment.] 
Action belitting a devil, or of devilish character; 
mischief: also humorously like Devilry 4 b. 

1771 Contemplative Man I. 130, 1 thought some Devilment 
or other would befal us. 1840 Thackeray Paris Sk-bk. 
(1869)64 So little sign of devilment in the accomplishment 
of his wishes. 3843 Lever J. Hinton xxxi, Courtship, fun, 
frolic, and devilment. 1886-7 Proc. Amer. Convent, on 
Instruct , Deaf 220 A certain amount of superfluous animal 
spirits— -devilment I have heard it called. 

2. concr. a. A devilled dish. b. A devilish 
device or invention. 

j 775 Garrick in G.Colman's Posth . Lett. (1820) 309 Hot 
cakes and devilments at breakfast. 1871 Standard 20 Jan., 
Greek fire and fifty other molten devilments may be corus- 
cating among her chimney pots. 

fDewilness. Ohs. rare. [f. Devil sb. 4 - -ness.] 
A thing diabolical or of demonic character, a 
demon: -Devilry,. 

a 1300 E. E. Psalter xcv. 5 For alle goddes of genge 
develnesses ere J >a. <21448 Note in A. Glouc. Chron. (MS. 
Coll. Arms) (1724) 415 The monekes toke holywater, and 
drof a way the maner deuelnesse. 

Devilry (de-v’lri). Also 4 dewilry, 7 de- 
uillary. [f. Devil sb. + ~RY,] 

f I. A demon ; a demoniacal possession. (Cf. F. 
diablerie .) Obs. 

c 1380 Wyclif Last Age of Chirche p. xxiv, Chaffare walk- 
ynge in derkenessis and myddais deuylrye pat is to seye 
antecrist. 14. . Prose Legends in Anglia VIII. 143 Temptyd 
of J?e deuelry )?at walkes in derknesse. Ibid. 144 pis maner 
of deuilry myghte not anoon be casten oute. c 1450 Mirour 
Saluacioun 2023 Fforto cast out Dyvelleres he gaf the auc- 
toritee. 1483 Cath. Angl. 98 A Devylry. .demonium. 

2. Magical operation performed by the supposed 
help of Satan ; dealing with the Devil ; diabolical 
art. 

1375 Barbour Bruce iv. 690 Throu thair gret clergy, Or 
ellis throu thair deuilry. c 1425 Wyntoun Cron. ix. xxiv. 
48 Be Wichcraft or Devilry. 1583 Stubbes Anat. Abus . 
ii. (1882) 5 Art magike, witchcraft, and all kind of diuelrie. 
1596 Dalrympi.e tr. Leslie's Hist. Scot. I. 287 The king 
throuch the arte of Magik, Witchcraft, and aeuilrie was 
consumet. 1795 Southey Joan of Arc vii. £56 Witch, 
though she be, methinks Her devilry could neither blunt 
the edge Of thy good sword, or mine. 3867 Miss Braddon 
Rupert Godwin III. iii. 44 By what devilry did he stumble 
upon the truth. 

3. Works or operation of the devil. 

1533 Tindale Supper of LordNVs. (1573) 463 They be 
proued starke lyes and very deuelry. 1581 Satir. Poems 
Reform, xliv. 316 Double sonnis of Deuilrie! a 3876 G. 
Dawson Biog. Lect. 38 He fought for light against dark- 
ness, for God's truth against Devilry. 

4. Devilish action or conduct ; extreme wicked- 
ness, cruelty, or perversity ; wicked mischief. 

1637 Bastwick Litany 1. 19 Greater cruelty . . (to say 
nothing of deuillary, atheisme and popery) I know no 
where. 1831 Carlyle Sari. Res. n. viii. What devilry 
soever Kings do, the Greeks must pay the piper ! _ 1851 
Helps Comp. Solit. x. (1874) 180 Finding that such is the 
devilry of circumstances. 185a Thackeray Esmond 1. xiv, 
I took to all sorts of devilries out of despair and fury. 1870 
Daily News 24 Sept. ? A sight of misery, chaos, disorganisa- 
tion, and general devilry. 

b. humorously. Reckless indulgence in mischief, 
hilarity, or daring. 

1840 Dickens Barn. Rudge lxvii, A fellow . . who has the 
daring and devilry in him of twenty fellows. 1842 S. C. 
Hall Ireland II. 340 The reckless ‘devilry’ of a former 
time, and the decent hilarity of the present. 1843 Lytton 
Last Bar. 1. i, Too sober and studious for such men-at-arms’ 
devilry. 1887 Miss BrAddon Like # Unlike ix, What 
devilry has brought you here, in that get-up. 

5. A system of devils ; demonology. 

3844 Masson Ess., The Three Dez/ils iii. (1856) 80 The 
second part of Faust is devilry all through, a tissue of be- 
wilderments and devilries. 1873 Tylor Prim. Cult. II. 230 
The evil demon Aeshma Daeva, .becoming the Asmodeus 
of the book of _ Tobit, afterwards to find a place in the 
devilry of the middle ages. 

6 . Devils collectively, a company of devils. (Cf. 
cavalry, yeomanry I) 

1832 Examiner 453/2 The carrying off of Don Juan was 
managed by the same identical red-and-yellow gauze winged 
devilry.. 1856 R. A. Vaughan Mystics viii. ix, The swarm- 
ing devilry that everywhere attends him. 

Be'virs-bird. A name popularly given to 
various birds. (See also Devil-bird.) 

+ L The Stormy Petrel, [app. transl. Fr. oiseau 
du diablei] Obs. 

1634 Sir T. Herbert Trav. 18 Upon view of this Bird 
(which Sea-men improperly call Devils Bird) an infallible 
tempest and storme in lesse then two dayes, assailes the 
ship. 3832 A. Wilson Amer. Oi-nith. II. 383 They have 
been called Witches, Stormy Petrels, the Devil’s Birds, 
Mother Carey’s Chickens. 

2. The Yellow Hammer. 

3837 Macgillivray Hist. Brit . Birds I. 445 Yellow- 
Hammer. .Skite, Devil’s-Bird. 

3. The Pied Wagtail. 

3885 Swainson Prov. Names Brit . Birds 44 Pied Wagtail 
. . Devil's bird or Deviling (Ireland). From the constant 
uncanny motion of its tail. 
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DeviFs-Mt. Herb. [A tranri. of med.L, 
morsits diaboli , devil’s bite, in Ger. Teufels-abbisz .] 

1. A species of Scabious {Scabiosa suedsa ), a 
common meadow plant with bine flowers, having 
a thickish premorse root ; also DeviVs-bit Scabious. 

C1450 A Ip hit a (Anecd. Oxon ) 121 Morsus diaboli. .ang. 
deue\le\sbiU. 1568 Turner Herbal m. 43 The devils bite 
is called in common Latine Morsus diaboli & succisa. 
1578 Lyte j Dodoens 1. Ixxiv. no Deuels bit groweth in dry 
medowes. 1616 Surfl. & Markh. Country Farme 203 
Diuels-bit (so called, because it sheweth as though the 
middle, or the heart of the root, were gnawed or bitten by 
some Diuell . .as though the Diuell did enuie the good which 
it bringeth vnto men by the incredible vertues that are 
therein). 1672-3 Grew Anat. Roots 1. i. (1682) 61 That Plant 
superstitiously called Devils-bit : because the end of it (i e. 
the Root] seems to be bitten off. 1747 Wesley Prim. Physic 
(17621 78 Half a Pint of strong Decoction of Devil’s bit 
1854 S. Thomson Wild FI. hi. (ed. 4) 247 The root which 
seems to be ‘bitten* off is the natural appearance. .and. . 
has given rise to the appellation ‘ devil's bit scabious 

2. Yellow Devil's -bit, a composite plant, Apargia 
autunmalis, also called Autumnal Hawk-bit, fre- 
quent in meadows in autumn. 

1758 Pultney in Phil. Trans. L. 514 Hawkweed with 
bitten roots, or Yellow Devil’s- bit. 1779 Lightfoot FI. Scot. 
(1789) I. 433* 

3 Transferred in U.S. to several American plants, 
having roots of similar shape, as Ckamselirium 
luteum , the Blazing Star, N.O. Liliacex ; Liatris 
spicata, the Button Snakeroot, N.O. Composite. 
Swamp D., Ptelea trifoliata , a shrub or small 
tree, so called from its bitterness. 

Devil’s "books. An appellation of Playing 
Cards (also called by Swift Pluto’s Books). 

X729 Swift Intelligencer No. 4 ed. 2) 43 (Farmer) Cards 
are the devil’s own invention, for which reason, time out of 
mind, they are and have been called the devil’s books. [1730 
— Death Daphne 80 For cards, we know, are Pluto’s 
books.] 1738 — Polite Convers. iii. 194 Damn your Cards, 
said he, they are the Devils Books. 1786 Burns Twa Dogs 
226 They..wi* crabbit leuks Pore ower the devil’s pictur’d 
beuks, x8oi Sporting Mag. XVII. 144 They all voluntarily 
declared they would never more touch the Devil's Books on 
the Lord's Day. 1861 Thackeray Four Georges iv. (1876) 
119 What hours, what nights, what health did he waste over 
the devil’s books ! 

DeviFs claw. 

1. Naut. a. 1 A very strong kind of split hook 
made to grasp a link of a chain cable, and used as 
a stopper’ (Smyth Sailor s Wd. -6k.). b. A grapnel. 

2. Conchol A species of Scorpion shell ( Ptero - 
ceras Scorpio) from the Indian Ocean. 

8. Devil’s claws, Herb. a. The Corn Crowfoot ; 
Tb. The Bird’s- foot Trefoil. 

1878 Britten & Holland Plant-n. 148 Devils Claws , 
(x) Ranunculus arvensis, so called from the dislike which 
farmers have for one of the worst of weeds and from the 
hooks which terminate eacli seed. Wight. (2) Lotus corni - 
culatus. Somerset. 

DeviFs coack-liorse. A popular name of 
the large rove- beetle ( Goerius olens), from the 
rearing and defiant attitude which it assumes when 
disturbed. The name is sometimes extended to 
other cock-tail beetles. 

1840 Westwood in Cuvier's A nim. Kingd, 506 Well known 
under the name of the Devil’s coach horse. 1850 Kavanagh 
Jrnl. in Biog. (189x1 86 Lots of scorpions, devil’s coach- 
horses, and large spiders. 1869 Blackmore Loma D. (1889) 
25 This atrocious tale of lies turned up joint by joint before 
her like a devil’s coach-horse. x88x W. E. Norris Matrim. 
III. iii. sx One of those little beetles known to children as 
the devil’s coach-horses. 

Devil’s dust. 1. The flock to which old cloth 
is reduced by the machine called a devil; shoddy. 
(Originally the dust made in this process.) 

1840 Carlyle Misc. (1857) IV. 239 (D.) Does it beseem, 
thee to weave cloth of devil's dust instead of true wool ? 1851 
Gladstone Let. Ld. Aberdeen 7 Apr., Very like the cloth 
made in this country from what is called devil’s dust. 1851 
Mayhkw Lond. Labour [x 86 t) II. 30 The operation . . sends 
forth choking clouds of dry pungent dirt and floating fibres 
— the real and original ‘devil’s dust*. 1864 A themeum 
No. 1925. 364/3 Made up of as much devil’s dust as flax. 

2. Applied rhetorically to dust or powder of 
devilish invention or use. 

1856 Froude Hist. Eng. I. 42 [They] were to take care . . 
that cloth put up for sale was true cloth, of true texture and 
weight, .wine pure, .flour unmixed with devil’s dust. 1883 
H. Smart Hard Lines i. (Farmer) The snow-white walls 
what a mess the devil’s dust, as used by modern artillery, 
would make of them in these days, 
t Devil’s gold ring. Obs. Popular name 
of a destructive caterpillar. 

1552 Huloet, Canker worme which creapeth . . on cole- 
wortes. Some do call them the deuyls goldrynge, & some 
the colewort worme. 1601 Holland Pliny I. 547 margin. 
x6xx Cotgr., Vrbec, the Vine-Fretter, or Devill’s Gold-ring; 
a worm. 1693 Evelyn De la Quint. Compl. Card. Gloss., 
Devils Gold Ring, in French, Lisette , a sort of a Worm or 
Cater-pillar infesting the young shoots of Vines. 1783 
Ainsworth Lat. Diet. (Morell) 1. s. v. Devil , The devil’s 
gold rin^ (a caterpillar). 

Devu’s-gnts. Herb. A popular name of the 
Dodder ( Cuscula ), from its pale slender stems 
which wind round and strangle other plants. 

16J70 Ray Catalog. PI. Angl. 88 In Sussexia rustici et 
agricolae earn execrantur, odiosis nominibus Hellweed et 
Devils guts appellantes. 1878 Britten & Holl. Plant-n. 
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149 Devil’s Guts, Cuscula , various species, especially C. 
europsea . 

b. Transferred to the Bindweeds, Convolvulus 
arvensis and sepium, and the creeping Crowfoot, 
Ranunculus repens. 

1879 Miss Jackson Shropshire Wordbk . 

t De'vilsMne. Obs. [In Ormin deofellshine, 
repr. OE. deofolscin , f. diofol devil + seine a phan- 
tom, in comp, magic art, illusion.] A demon; 
demonic power or skill : — Devilry 1, 2. 

a logo Liber Scint ill. vii. (1889) 35 Deofulscinnu [ demonia ] 
}?urh fcebed beo <5 oferswybede. c 1200 Ormin 8110 And "jet 
he dide mare inoh off deofellshine o life. <7x290 .S’. Eng. 
Leg. I. 294/13 All false godes so beoth deuelschine, i-wis. 

Devilsmp (de*v’ljip). [f. Devil sb. + -ship.] 
The office, condition, or quality of a devil. 

1644 Sir E. Dering Prop. Sacr. 0 ij b, It were a devilship 
of mind to forge such report. 1871 H. Marshall For very 
Life 1. v, Cleverness is an attribute of devilship as well as 
of Godhood. 

b. humorously. As a title : cf. lordship. 

1624 Gee Foot out of Snare 63 His Deuil-ship raues and 
struggles. x668 Dryden Evenings Love v. i, Bless his 
devilship, as I may say. 2760 Impostors Detected I. 52 If 
her devilship of a wife of his was in such a hurry. 1885 J. 
Hawthorne Miss Cadogna iv. 45 His delectable little 
devilship, Seiior Asmodeus. 

Devil’s milk. Herb. [tr. by Lyte of Ger. 
Teufelsmilch , Du. Dttyvels melck. ] A name given 
to plants with acrid milky juice, a. The Sun- 
Spurge {Euphorbia Helioscopia ) and Petty Spurge 
{£. Peplus). 

1578 Lyte Dodoens hi. xxxii. 363 We may cal it after the 
Greke Peplos, or following the Douche, Dyuels milke. x6xx 
Florio, Pepilio , Wilde-purcelaine, some take it for Diuels- 
milke or Pety-spurge. 1783 Ainsworth Lat. Did. (Morell) 
1, Devil’s milk (herb), Tithymallus. 1878 Britten & Holl. 
Plant-n., Devil’s milk. .Euphorbia Helioscopia. Middlesex, 
b. The Celandine, Chelidonium majus. 

1878 Britten & Holland Plant-n. (Yorkshire.) 

Deviltry (de-v’ltri). [Corruption of Devilry : 
perh. after such words as harlotiy, gallantry, 
etc.] = Devilry. (Dial. Eng. and U.S ) 

<21825 in Forby Voc. E. Anglia. 1825 J. Neal Bro. 
Jonathan III. 257 All sorts of bloated she things attracted 
by the shaqp odour of his deviltry. 1827 T. F. Cooper 
Prairie II. i. 3 The imps will lie for hours . . brooding their 
deviltries. 1863 Reade Hard Cash liii, Dr, Sampson rushed 
in furious. ‘ There is some deviltry afloat.’ _ 1876 Holland 
Sei>. Oaks xxiii. 324 What deviltry there is in it, I don’t know. 
5893 Cath. News 5 Aug. 4/6 Imposture combined with a 
good deal of deviltry. 

Devily, var. of Devilly a. and adv. Obs. 
Devin(e, -al, -or, etc., obs. ff. Divine, etc. 
t Devi-net, ppl. a. Obs. rare. [ad. L. devinct - 
us obliged, devoted, greatly attached, pa. pple. of 
devinctre to bind fast, lay under obligations, f. de 
(De- I. 3) + vincire to bind.] Bound, bounden. 

*573 Ads fas. VI { 1814) 81 (Jam.) The said lady being 
. . obleist and devint to be cairfull of his hienes preserua- 
tioun. 16x4 R. Wilkinson Paire Serm. Ep. Ded. Aiijb, 
His majesties euer deuoted, and now of late more deuinct 
and obliged Chaplaine. 1643 Sir J. Spelman Case of Affairs 
2i Devinct and obliged to the person of the King. 

Devious (drvios), a. [f. L. devi-us out of the 
way (f. </<F-De- I. 2 + via way) +-ous.] 

1 . Lying out of the way; off the high or main 
road ; remote, distant, retired, sequestered. 

1599 H. Buttes Dyets drie Dinner I vij. They [wild 
swine] pigge, in desart, streyte, craggie and devious places. 
1667 Milton P. L. iii. 489 A violent cross wind .. Blows 
them transverse ten thousand Leagu es awry I nto the devious 
Air. 1771 Mrs. Griffith tr. Viaud's Shipwreck 256 Where 
I thought . . to provide myself . . better than in so devious 
and desolate a place as St, Marks. 1826 Scott Woodst. xi, 
Showing . . upon how many devious coasts human nature 
may make shipwreck. 2856 Kane A ret. Expl. I. xx. 250 
These devious and untrodden ice-fields. 

2 . Departing from the direct way ; pursuing a 
winding or straying course ; circuitous. 

1628 May in Le Grys tr. Barclay's Argenis 181 The foes 
disranked fled Through deuious paths. . a 1633 Austin 
Medit.{\6 35)61 Neither had they, so devious a Journey, 
nor so long a time, to tra veil in, 1727-46 Thomson Summer 
80 The wildly-devious morning-walk. 18x7 Coleridge 
Poems , 1 The Picture Alone, I rise and trace its devious 
course. 1874 L. Morris To an Unknozvn Poet l. Along 
thy devious Usk’s untroubled flow. 1887 Stevenson Under- 
woods 1. xx. 42 The river of your life I trace Up the sun- 
chequered, devious bed To the far-distant fountain-head. 

b. Of persons or moving bodies : Following 
a winding or erratic course ; rambling, roving. 

1735 Somerville Chase in. 344 But whither roves my 
devious Muse ? 1744 Akenside Pleas. Imag. 1. 197 The 
long career Of devious comets. x868 Lowell Willows v, 
A shoal Of devious minnows wheel from where a pike Lurks 
balanced. 

3 . Jig. Deviating or swerving from the straight 
way; erring, straying. 

X633 Prynne Histrio-M. 1. vi. xii, (R.), Whose heart is so 
estranged from reason, so devious from the truth through 
perverse error. 1638 Cowley Love's Riddle iv, Yet still 
this devious Error draws me backward. X650 Caussin's 
Ang. Peace 53 Those men ..precipitate themselves into 
devious enormities. 1847 Longf. Ev. ii. lib 143 Like the 
sweet thoughts of love on a darkened and devious spirit. 

4 . quasi-tzt&/. With wandering or straying course. 

1782 Cowper Progr. Err. 60 Seek to . . lead him devious 

from the path of truth. 1784 — Tiroc. 309 To pitch the 
ball into the grounded hat, Or drive it devious with a 


dext’rous pat, 1848 C. Bronte J. Eyre xxvii, I sought the 
Continent, and went devious through all its lands. 

Hence Beviously adv., in a devious manner or 
course, with deviation ; Bevionsness. , 

1727 Bailey vol. II, Deviousness , swervingness, or going 
out of the way. 1742 Warburton Comm. Pope's Ess. Man 
Wks. 1811 XI. 34 God .. deviously turns the natural bias ol 
its malignity to the advancement of human happiness. 1791 
J. Whitaker Gibbon's Decl. $ F. 252 (R.) No words can 
fully expose the astonishing deviousness of such a digression 
as this. 1842 C. Whitehead R. Savage (1845) II. ix. 288 
Money that comes deviously into a man’s pocket goes 
crookedly out of it. 1870 Lowell Study Wind., Good word 
for Winter k 1871) 40 A nuthatch scaling deviously the trunk 
of some hard-wood tree. 

Devire, obs. form of Devoir. 
t Deyi'rgmate, pa. pple. Obs. rare. [ad. L. 
devirgindt-us , pa. pple. of devirgindre : see next.] 
Deprived of virginity, deflowered. 

1470 Harding Chron. lxiii. xx, And for they would not 
be deuirgynate, They slewe theim all. x6oo Chapman 
Mussens nr. Argt., Fair Hero, left devirginate, Weighs, and. 
with fury wails her state. 

t Bevrrgmate, v. Obs. [f. L. devirgindt- 
ppl. stem of devirgindre to deprive of virginity, 
deflower, f. De- I. 6 + virgin-em virgin, maid.] 
trans. To deprive of virginity ; to deflower, violate. 
Also Jg. Hence Devrrginated ppl. a. 

1583 Stubbes Anat. Abus. 1. (1879) *45 To deverginat 
Mayds, to deflour honest Wyues. 1624 Donne Serm. ii. 19 
That Virgin Soule devirginated in the blood of Adam but 
restored in the blood of the Lamb. <*1639 W. Whately 
Prototypes 11. xxxiv. (1640) 157 Though Shechem had done 
the Maiden this wrong to devirginate her. 1654 Gayton 
Pleas. Notes m. viii. 120 Her devirginated Daughter, a 1680 
R. Allestree Serm. (1684) II. 96 (L.) To make use of 
watchfulness over ourselves, that sm do not devirginate us. 

Bevirgina-tion. [ad. L. devirgindtidn-em , 
n. of action from L. devirgindre : see prec.] The 
action of devirginating ; deflowering of a virgin. 

2606 Holland Sueton. 192 Maidens, when they bee forced 
and suffer devirgination. 1650 Bvimer J nihropomet. 226. 
1704 D’Urfey Nt. Advent. 187 A devirgination Was justice 
upon this occasion. 1883 Syd. Soc. Lex., Devirgination , 
the loss of the signs of virginity from sexual connection. 

BeviTgiaiator. rare. [a. L. agent-n. from 
devirgindre to Devirginate.] A deflowerer, 
ravisher. In quot. Jg. 

1889 R. Ellis Comment, on Catull. Ixii. 32 An attack on 
Night , the Devirginator, the foe of sun and daylight. 

Devisable (dfvorzabl), a. Also 6 devysable, 
dinisable, 6-9 deviseable. [a. OF . devisable, 
that can be divided ; in AF. that can be assigned 
by will ; f. deviser to Devise.] 

1 . Zaza. That can be devised or bequeathed, as 
real property : see Devise v. 4. 

[1292 Britton iii. xx. § 7 Si • . le tenement soit devisable 
par usage et custume del lu, sicum est de burgages.] 
*535 Act 27 Hen. VIII , c. xo § 1 By the common lawes .. 
landes, tenementes and hereditamentes, be not diuisable 
by testamente. 1590 Swinburne Testaments 91 Whether 
come growing on lande morgaged, bee deuiseable. 1628 
Coke On Litt. 322 Tenements deuisable to another for 
life, or for yeares. 1755 Magens Insurances 11 . 369 The 
Shares in the capital Stock shall be transferrable and devis- 
able. 18x8 Cruise Digest (ed. 2) 1 . 405 Uses were devisable, 
although at that time lands were not. 2847 Tail's Mag. 
XIV. 192 Genius and talent are not devisable possessions. 
1875 Poste Gains hi. Comm. (ed. 2) 422 Land held in emphy- 
teusis was alienable, devisable, descendible by intestacy. 

2 . That can be devised or contrived ; contrivable. 
1649 Sadler Rights of Kingdom 189 (T.) If there be no 

records, there is scarce devisable a legal traverse or a trial. 
a X677 Barrow Serm. Wks. 1686 II. 36 Exceptions or cavils 
devisable by curious or captious wits. X795 Jemima II. 
39 Every devisable method for obtaining her. 1889 Mrs. 
Lynn Linton Thro' Long Night 11. ix, Any folly devisable 
by man. 

1 3 . Of deceitful contrivance, of feigned nature. 
1659 Milton Civ. Power Wks. 1848 II. 547 The more they 
will, .find how false and deviseable that common saying is, 
which is so much relied upon. 

Bevisal (diVsrzal). rare. [f. Devise v. 4* -al. 
Cf. OF. dcvisaille device.] The act of devising ; 
contrivance, invention. 

1854-6 Patmore Angelin Ho. 1. 11. vi. (1879) 201 If aught, 
of your devisal prove Too hard or high to do or be. 1875 
Whitney Life Lang, x iv. 309 Each word .. has its own 
place, mode, and circumstances of devisal. 

Beviscerate (dzvrs&r^t), v. rare. [f. De- II. 
1 + L. viscera entrails + -ate 8.] To disembowel, 
eviscerate. Hence Bevi*scerated ppl. a., Bevis- 
cera'tion, 1 the removal of the abdominal viscera ’ 
{Syd. Soc. Lex.). 

1727 Bailey vol. II, D eviscerated, imbowelled. 

Bevise (d/varz), V. Forms : 4-5 deuise-n, 5- 
devise ; also 4 denis, -iss, 4-5 dynyse, 4-6 
denyse, diuise, -yse, deuice, 5 dyuise, Sc. de- 
wice, dyuys, 5-6 deuys, dewyss(e. Sc. dewyse, 
6 devize, Sc. dewyiss, diwyse. [a, OF. devise-r 
to di vi de, etc. = Pr. an d OSp. devisar. It. divisare 
late pop.L. *divisare, freq. of divider e to Divide, 
which by dissimilation became devisare in Romanic. 
The sense-development was far advanced before the 
word was taken into English ; OF. had the senses, 
*to divide, distribute, dispose in portions, arrange, 
array, dispose of, digest, order, form a plan or 
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design, invent, contrive, express or make known 
one’s plan or will whence in later use, * to confer, 
discourse, commune, talk, chat’, the last the chief 
sense in modern French. It. divisare has in Florio, 
1611 , the senses ‘to deuise, to invent; also, to 
'decide or part a sunder ; to discource, to talke or 
confer together ; to blazon armes ; also, to surmise, 
to thinke, to seeme vnto ’.] 

.■ f 1 . tram. To divide; to separate, part; to dis- 
tribute. Obs. ’ -i ' . 

4x330 R. Brunne Ckron. (1810) 187 In fe*e parties to fight 
his oste he did deuise. 1340 Hampole Pr. Cause. 349 pis 
huk . . In seven partes divised es. la 1400 Marie Arth. 
3389 The knyghte one pe coursere he clevede in sondyre, 
Clenlyche fro )>e eroune his corse he dyvysyde. c 1400 
Maundev. {Roxb.) xviL 79 Inde es diuised in three partys. 
1483 Caxton Cato E v, A waye whyche is deuysed in thre 
wayes. ; ■' 

t b. To separate, mentally, distinguish. Obs, 
c 1340 Cursor M. 22929 (Fairf.) Wele can he deuise pe tane 
fra pe to^er. 1483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 237/2 Thou hast 
thought in thy corage . . how thou myghtest deuyse the 
reliques of eche. 

, f 2. To arrange, set in battle array. Obs. 

01323 Coer de L. 3928 Kyng Richard . .devysyd hys hoost 
in the feeld. (Cf. quot. 1330 m sense 1.) 

1 8 . To assign, appoint, order, direct, [absol. or 
tram . with simple obj. or obj. clause.) Obs. 

3303 R. Brunne Hmidl. Synne 9510 But he were .. In 
fonte stone and watyr baptysede As Iesu cryst ha j? dyuv- 
sede. 41325 E. E. A Hit. P. B. 238 per pryuely in paradys his 
place watz devised. 1375 Barbour Bruce vn. 265 As scho 
deuisit, thai haue done, c 1420 Pctllad. on Hitsb. m, or 
Chiches sowe afore as I devysed. 41450 Merlin 58 What 
wilt thow that I do, for I will do euen as thow write devise. 
c 1450 St. Cnthbert (Surtees) 374 He him baptysyd, And to 
him his name dyuysid. 1548 Hall Ckron. it For ... this 
enterprise he devised a solempne justes to be . . at Oxforde. 
1597 Montgomerie Cherric # Sloe 927 Cum on. .And do as 
we deuyse. 1606 G. W[oodcocke] tr. Hist, Ivstine 26 b, 
They were forced to deuise and lot out their Citty vnto 
strangers. 

4. Law. To assign or give by will. Now techni- 
cally used only of realty, but formerly of all kinds 
of property that could be disposed of by will, =» be- 
queath. 

[In medL. divide re— ttzst&mznto disponere : see Du Cange. 
The primary sense was literally ‘ to divide or distribute one’s 
possessions , but the word had apparently passed into that 
of ‘assign or ordain by will’ before its adoption in English. 
Cf. quot. 1375 in sense 5 b.] 

(134.7 Test. Ebor. (Surtees) I. 44 (Will of Earl Warenne) 
Jeo devys a Isabelle de Holland ma compaigne mon anel 
dor.] 1393 E. E. Wills (1882) 4, I deuyse to Thomas my 
sone, a bed of tapicers werk. e 1422 Hoccleve Min. Poems 
(1892) 219 Y to thee dyuyse Iewelles .iij . a ryng brooch & 
a clooth. 1374 tr - Littleton's Tenures 35 b, A man may 
devise by his testament hys lands and teriementes. 1647 
N. Bacon Disc. Govt. Eng. 1. Ixii. (17391126 Richard the first 
devised the Crown to King J ohn. 1748 Richardson Clarissa 
(1811) I.xix. 336 Giving up to my fathers controul the estate 
devised me. 1818 Cruise Digest ted. 2 i VI. 17 Persons under 
the age of twenty. one years are incapable of devising their 
lands. 1827 Jarman Powells Devises 11 . 12 Lands or goods, 
cannot be devised to superstitious uses, within stat. 23 
Hen. VIII. c. 10, by any means whatsoever. 1837 Act 7 
Will. IV St 3 Viet. c. 26 § 33 Any person, .to whom any real 
or personal estate shall be devised or bequeathed, a 3845 
Stephen Laws Engl. (ed. 6> I. 620 Where a man devises 
lands to his heir at law. 1862 Trollope Orley E, i. (ed. 4) 2 
This codicil ..devised a sum of two thousand pounds to 
a certain Miriam Elsbech, 1893 Pollock & Maitland Hist. 
Eng. Law II. 336 The modern convention which sets apart 
* devise ’ for ‘ realty * and 4 bequeath ‘ for ‘ personalty ’. 

5. To order, appoint, or arrange the plan or de- 
sign of; to plan, contrive, think out, frame, invent ; 
a. something material, as a work of art or a 
mechanical contrivance. (Formerly including the 
notion ‘to construct, frame, fashion’; now ex- 
pressing only the mental process of inventing or 
contriving.) 

a 1300 Cursor M.gg6o (Colt) Suilk a hald . . neuer bes 
wroght wijt mans wijt, Forgodd him-self deuised it. 41340 
Ibid. 8311 (Fairf. ) pis werk . . f>ou salle deuise hit in }ri f?o3t 
And jmrou salamon hit sal be wrojt. 1393 Langl. P. PI, C. 
xxn. 331 Grace deuysed e A cart . , to carien home peers 
sheues. 4 1400 Rom. Rose 923 In his honde holdyng Turke 
bowes_ two, fulle wel devysed had he. i486 Henry VII at 
York in Surtees Misc. (1890) 35 A convenient thing divisid 
wherby. .schall rayne rose waten 3326 Pilgr. Per/. < W. de.. 
W. 1531I 17 b, The moost .. delicate dysshes, that can or 
may be deuysed for a kynge. 1548 Hall Ckron. 13 1 b, To 
tel . .what engynes were devised, what hameis was provided. 
1577 B. Googe Heresback's Hush. 1. (3586) 9 b, This Court: 
I thus devised mee selfe. Ibid. iv. 173 Ponds for Oysters, 
were first devised by Sergius Orata. 3603 ICnolles Hist. 
Turks { 1638) 187 More ingenious than his father in deuising 
warlike engines. 1784 Cowper Task 1. 211 The artist whose 
ingenious thought Devised the Weatherhouse, that useful 
toy ! i860 Tyndall Glac. 11. xxx. 404 [An] instrument . , 
exceeding in accuracy any hitherto devised. 1863 Geo. 
Eliot Romo la 1. iii, Marble inlaying and statu ed niches, 
which Giotto had devised a hundred and fifty years before. 
1879 CasselPs Techn. Educ. IV. 62/2 The ingenuity with, 
which he devised tools for . . lock -making. 

b. something immaterial or abstract, or a pro- 
duct of the mind. (The chief current sense.) 

a *300 IC. Horn 930 A writ he dude deuise, A]>ulf hit dude 
write. 1373 Barbour Bruce xx. 309 His testament deuisit 
he, And ordanit how his land suld be Gouemit. 14. , Lydg. 
Temple of Glasgsq pi woordis so, deuyse, That she on j>e 
haue compassioun, * 53 ° Palsgr. 323/2, I can devyse 
a thing wel, but I can nat penne it. 1338 Starkey Eng- 
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land x. V 12 Meruelus gild lawys . .detiysyd by man. 3555 
Eden Decades (Arb.) 49 The mypde of man . . taketh pleasure 
in diuisynge 'or. excogitatynge same honest thynge. .too* 
Shaks. Jul. C. hi. i. 246, Speake all good you can deuise 01 
Cmsar. 1661 Bramhall Just Vind, iv. 63 1 hen Pope 
Paschalis the second had devised a new Oath for Arch- 
Bishops. 1791 Cowper Odyss. xtv. 600 So I. .the remedy 
at once Devised. 1833 Ht. Martineau Briery Creek v. 1 15 
Whatever occupation ■ might have been devised for their 
leisure evening hours. 3862 Sir B. Brooik Psychol. Inq. II. 

iii, 105 It is impossible to devise any sanitary measures 

which would do all that is required. 1870 Lubbock Ong. 
Civiliz. lv. (1875} 167 Having devised words for father and 
mother. . 

e. absol. or with clause: To contrive, plan 
(that .. . how . . etc., or to do something). 

C 132s E, E. Aim. P. B. 1100 Wel clanner >en any crafte 
cow|?e deuyse. c 1400 Roml Rose 7562 At the last they 
devysed, That they wolde gone in tapinage. c 1420 Pal lad. 
on Husb. i. 784 Dyversed wittes dyversely devyse. 1568 
Grafton Ckron. II. '333 He.. devysed to set great taxes 
and impositions upon the people. iS 9 ^, Shaks. Merry W. 

iv. iv. 27 Deuise but how youi vse him when he comes, 

And let vs two deuise to bring him thether. 3667 Milton 
P. L. viii. 207 How suttly to detaine tbee_ I devise. 1723 
Pope Odyss. ix. 377 Thus,. I thought, devis'd, and Fallas 
heard my prayer. 1832 Tennyson ‘ Love tkou thy land 
x, For Nature also,, cold and warm., devising long.. Matures 
the individual form. • 

f d. >To design, draw, represent by art. Obs. 

a 1400-50 Alexander 280 In >is o}>ir dra3t ware deuysid 
a dusan of bestis. 1400 Destr. Troy 1678 Twenty pase vp 
pight all of pure cristall, pat were shynyng full shene shalkes 
to d euyse. 3390' Spenser P'. Q. il i. 31 • 1 hat deare Crosse 
uppon your shield devizd. 

■f 6 . a. rejl. To plan, determine, resolve. Obs. 

1393 Gower Con/. III. 248 He ail hole the cite lad Right 
as he wolde him self devise. CX450 St. Cuthbcrt (Surtees) 

[ 6342 pe seruand sees many penys Lig on the toumbe, he 
, him deuys To stele of paint belyue. 

f b. intr. To resolve or decide upon. Obs. 

3548 Udall, etc. Erasm. Par. Pref. 18 Lyke a man that 
; had deuised upon it afore. 1398 BarckleY Relic. Man hi. 

: (1603) 161 Devising upon a man that might. see this treason 
punished. . ■ • _ 

*| * c. with inf. To design. Obs. 

1714 Gay S/iepk. Week v. 19 Of Patieqt Grissel I devise to 

7? tram. In a bad sense: a. To plot, scheme, 
lay plans to bring about (evil), arch . (Const, with 
simple obj. or infin.) 

<13400 Destr. Troy 9478 To deire hym with dethe • he duly 
deiiyset, With an arow. 1513 More in Grafton Chron. II. 
788 Under pretext of her dutie to God ward, she divised to 
disturbe this manage, a 1333 Ld. Berners II non Ixv. 223 
1 ’hese .ii. traytoursdeuysyd and concludyd the deth of Huon. 
i^33 G- Herbert Temple^ Sacrifice v, For thirtie pence he 
did my death devise. 1793 Cowper Iliad vin, 533 Devising 
..calamity to Troy. 1864 Tennyson Aylmer's Field 783 
: And knew hot what they did, but sat Ignorant, devising 
' their own daughter’s death ! ^ 

b. T 0 contrive or make up deceitfully or falsely ; 
to feign, forge, invent, arch , : 

1513 More Rick. ///, W 3 cs. 56 Much mater was ther.. 
deuised to the slaunder of y-‘ lord Chamberlain. 1603 Play 
Stucley in Simpson^VA. Shaks. (1878) 166, I cannot tell 
what to do. I’ll devise some ? scuse. 1719 Freethinker No. 

: 309. T 2 The Eldest . . devised a monstrous Calumny to ruin 
his Brother. 1820 Southey Ode. St George's Day 1 The 
tales which fabling monks of old Devised. 1887 Bowen 
Virg. JEneid iv. 51 Devise fair pleas for delay. 

T 6. with obj. cl., or absol. T 0 feign, pretend. 

1600 E. Blount tr. Conestaggio 208 Incouraging them, 
sometimes devising that the French succours were on the 
way, sometimes shewing the, .forces to bee greater then 
they were; 3609 Holland A mm. Marcell. xxx. iv. 386 If 
thou shouldest devise \finxeris] and say. That wilfully 
thou hadst murthered thine owne mother, 1610 — * Camden's 
Brit , (1637) 8 He . . deviseth first that this 1 Brutus was 
a Consul of Rome. 

t 8 . trans. (or absol.) To 1 contrive * Successfully ; 
to achieve, accomplish, ‘ manage’. Obs. 

3340-70 Alex. $ Dind, 670 Hercules. .Diuisede here.. a 
dosain of wondrus. 1415 Hoccleve To Sir J, Oldcastle 511 
Thee hie as faste as pat thou canst dyuyse. 3533 T. Wilson 
Rhet. (1580) 214 [He] could not devise the makyng of some 
Letters j in his Crosse rowe. .whereas before, .he wrote both' 
fast and faire. c 1392 Marlowe Mass. Paris 1. viii, Could 
we devise To get those pedants from the King Navarre, 
That are tutors to him; 

1 9. To prepare with skill, make ready, provide, 
purvey. (Also absol.) Obs. 

c x 383 Chaucer L. G. W . 1453 klypsi/yle, Anoon Argus his 
shippys gan devyse. v 41400 Lanjranc's Cirurg. 87 It 
sufficij? pat a man divise pe medicyn after pe complexioun 
; mai bee. c 3500 Three Kings Sons 382 The kynge was the 
, best diuiser that any man coude fynde : he deuised not as 
a pore caitif, but as a kynge. 

; tio. tram, (or absol.) To conceive, imagine; to 
conjecture, guess. Obs. 

c 3323 E. E. A Hit. P. B. 1046 Also red & so ripe & rychely 
hwed, As any doni myjt device of dayntyez oute. 1340 
Ayenb. 73 Ine helle pou sselt yzi mb 2013 es panne me mojje 
deuisy. c 1350 Will, Palerne 2985 Makende pe most ioye pat 
man mi^t deuise. c 1440 Ipomyden 94 Full riche, I wot, were 
hyr seruice, For better myght no man devyse. 1592 Shaks. 
Rom. 4- Jul ml h 72,1 do protest I neuer iniur’d thee, But 
lou’d thee better then thou caa’st deuise : Till thou shak 
know the reason of my loue. 1734 Edwards Freed. Will 
n. v. S3 If Liberty don’t consist ip this, what else can be 
devised that it should consist in. 3814 Mad. D’ Arb lay 
WandgrerY. 338 Little enough devizing I should ever meet 
j with (etc.]. . 

til. intr. (or trans. with 4 ^ 7 . cl.) To think,: 

, meditate; consider, deliberate. Obs. ■ 


c i 400 Destr. Troy 4938 Ses now your seluyn. . And deuys 
of pis dede as you dere think, c 1430 St, Cuthbert (Surtees) 
44U He deuysed what he suld do. 4 1533 Fd. Berners 
Huon exxii. 435 Thus as ye haue harde Huon deuysyd by 
hymselfe at the fountayne. 1548 Hall Chron, 105 Vieuyng 
the cite and devlsyng in what place it was best assautable. 
1598- 9 E. Forde Paristmts 1. (1661) 34 Thus by devising 
what should be become of him she could enjoy no quiet nor 
content. . 

f l2. tram. To consider, scan, survey, examine, 
look at attentively. Ohs. 

c 1320 Sir Bettes 3872 pe castel ase he jede aboute, For to 
diuise pe toures stoute. 3377 Langl. P. PL B. xi.x. 273 He 
shulde ar he did any dede deuyse wel pe ende. a 1400-36 
Alexander 5099 Sone as pis princes of pris pis pistyll had 
deuysid. 4 x470 Henry Wallace hi. ioi The worthi Scottis 
. . Dewysyt the place. 1309 Barclay Shyp of Folys ( 1570' 9 
Beholde vnto your prince : Consider his sadnes, his honestie 
deuise. 

fb. To perceive, discern, observe. Obs. 
a 3300 Cursor M. 9895 iGutt.) Baylis has pis castel thro, 
wid wallis thrinne, semly to se, As 30 sal sipen here diuyse. 
a 1400-50 Alexander 3053 Sone as ser Dary it deuysid, and 
se^is his foke faile. c 1430 Syr Gener. (Roxb.) 1148 That 
no man youre counsel devise. 1620 Shelton Quix. iv. vii,. 
II. 88 We Phoebus may devise Shine thro’ the rosal Gates 
of th’ Orient bright. 

f 13. To set forth in detail, recount, describe. 
a 1300 Cursor M. 8979 (Cott.) Salamon pe wys, His aedes 
doth naman deuis. c 1300 K. Alls. 7377 N’is no nede heore 
armes to devyse. 1393 Gower Conf. I. 206 And tho began 
he to devise, How he the childis moder fonde. 1481 Caxton 
Myrr. 1. iv. 16 We shal deuise to yow herafter the fourme 
of the world and the facyon. .*3x3 Douglas /Ends xm. ix. 

1 ;o Lang war to devys Thair hasty fair, thair revellyng and 
deray. 4x370 Pride 4* Lowl. (1841) 18 And foorth they 
went, as I shall you devise, 

fb. intr. or absol. To give an account. Obs. 
•4x400 Rcmi. Rose 888 His beaute gretly was to preyse : 
But of his robe to devise I drede encombred for to be. 
4x430 Pilgr. Ly/ Manhode 1. c. <1869) 54 Ryght as grace 
dieu spak and diuised of these belles. x6ox R. Johnson 
Kingd. 4' Comiww. (1603) 194 Hitherto have we devised 
of Siam and Pegu (as they stood) before the camming of the 
Portugals into India. Ibid. (1603) 207 Of whose originall 
and fortunes. .it shall not bee amisse to devise, 
f 14. To confer, commune, discourse, converse, 
talk. Obs. [So in mod.F.] a. reft. 

4x477 Caxton Jason 34 b, And we shall deuise us to geder 
of oure auentures. 41489 — Blanchardyn xvi. 52 The 
prottde pucelle. .talked and deuysed her self sore harde and 
angerly Wyth her hxaystres. 
t b. intr. 

c X477 Caxton Jason 51 b, Knowyng that he was moche 
pensif. .he deuised to him of many thmges and meruailes. 
1530 Palsgr. 514/2 , 1 devyse, I talke or fynde comunycacion. 
a 1533 Ld. Berners Huon xx. 54 After they had dynyd and 
deuysed too gether a grete space. 1596 Spenser State IreL 

2 Let us., a little devise of those evils, by which that 
country is held in this wretched case. x6oo Holland Lity 
xlv. xii. 1208 He answered that he would devise with., 
his friends and consider what was best to be don. 1614 
Raleigh Hist. World v. iii. § x His father, and other 
friends, had long time deuised of this businesse. 

f c. trans. with cognate obj. 

1538 Starkey England 1. i. 25, I schal now at thys leser. . 
some thyng wyth you, Master Lvpset, deuyse, touchyng the 
ordur of our cuntrey and commyn wel. 

Devise (d/Vai-z), sb. Law. Also 6-7 device, 
[a. OF. devise , devis (in same sense) Romanic 
devTso, devisa, for L. divisus, and (late) divisa , 
from ppl. stem of divide te to divide, distribute, 
apportion, also, in medJL, *= disponere test ament 0 , 
to dispose by will. In med.JL., divisa was in 
common use =? dlvuio, originally ‘division of 
goods by testament ‘ whence also the testament 
itself is called divisa [and divIsio\ 1 (Du Cange). 
The same word as Device sb. f and formerly also 
sometimes spelt device ; the eventual victory of the 
form devise may be partly due to the influence of 
the med.L. divisa in wills, but is prob. more owing 
to the influence of the verb, and the close association 
Of the sb. with it in this special sense.] 

The act of devising, apportioning, or assigning, 
by will ; a testamentary disposition of real pro- 
perty; the clause in a will conveying this. 

‘ A gift by will of freehold land, or of such rights arising 
out of or connected with land as are by English Jaw classed 
with it as real property , is called a devise. A gift by will of 
personal property is called a bequest,' (Sir F. Pollock, 
Land Laws (1887) v. 126) But this distinction is modern : 
cf. quot 1641, and Devise v. 4. . 

(xx8a Henry II Will in Gervase of Cant,, Notum facio 
quod apud Waltham, .feci Divisam meam de quadain parte 
pecuniae meae.] 

1342-3 Act 34-5 Hen. VIII, c. 5. § 9 Any suche person, 
that shall make any . . deuise by his last will in writing; 
*574 tr. Littleton's Tenures 35 b, He to whom such devise 
ys made after the death of the devisour, may enter in the 
tenementes. 1641 7'ermes de la Ley 1x4 Devise is where 
a man in his testament giveth or bequeatheth his goods or 
his lands to another after his decease. 1709 Case of Heirs 
at Law to G. Monke 12 The Devise in that Will, by Chris- 
topher to his Dutchess. 1763 Blackstone Comm. I. n. vii. 
84 It does not extend to devises by will. 1817 W. Selwyn 
Law Nisi Pr'rns 1 1 . 813 The devisor wrote upon a sheet of 
paper a devise of land, and subscribed the paper, but did 
not seal .it, 1841;. Stephen Lems: Engl, (ed. ;6) I, 609 The 
law of testamentary disposition .. as it affects estates of 
freehold duration and tenure ; or as it is commonly ex- 
pressed, the law of devises. ' 1858 Ld. St. Leonards Handy 
Bk. Prop. Law xx. 151. A ■ general ■ devise or’ bequest . . will 
pass any real or personal estate which' you have power td 
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’appoint in any manner you think proper; *876 Freeman 
Norm. Conq. V. xxiii. 329 For the first time in our story, 
'a devise of the Crown made before the actual vacancy 
took effect. 1895 Pollock & Maitland Hist. Bug. Lazo 
II. 332 In £h e year x 182 . . the king made,., not indeed his 
testament, but his division or devise ( divisam suam) of a 
certain portion of his fortune. 

/S. 1589 Puttenham Eng. Poesie 1IT. xix. (Arb.) 241 No 
man can say its his by heritage, Nor by Legacie, or Testa- 
tours deuice. *6x8 Bolton Floras 11. xx. 157 The people., 
entring upon, the whole estate, retained it., by vertue of 
his device, and Testament, a 1626 Bacon Max . g- Uses 
Com * Eaw xiv. (1636! 58 If I devise the_ mannour of D ..of 
which at that time I am not seised. . this device is void. 

Devised (dzvaizd), ppl. a. [f. Devise v. + 
-ED >.] Planned, contrived, invented, feigned, etc.: 
see the verb. 

1552 Huloet, Deuised, cogiiatus . . Deuised in thought, 
or purposed precisely, mediiatus. 1553 T, Wilson Rhet. 
(1580) 179 Allegories, and darke devised sentences. i6xr 
Bible 2 Pet. 1 16 Wee have not followed cunningly deuised 
fables. 1634 Canne Necess. Separ. (1849) 82 Worthily 
speaketh M. Perkins .... when men set up a devised worship, 
they set up also a devised God. a 1850 Calhoun Wks. 
(1874) IV. 26 What is it but a cunningly devised scheme, 
to replenish the treasury of some of the states. 

Devisee; (d/vohzr). ■ Lcnu. [f. Devise v. +• -ee.] 
The person to whom property is devised by will : 
see Devise v. 4. (Correlative to devisor.) 

• * 542-3 Act 34-5 Hen. VIZI, c. 5 § 17 The right and title 
of the donees, feoffes, lessees, and deuisees therof. 1602 
Fulbecke 2nd Pt. Par all. 33 The deuisee cannot take the 
goodes without the deliuerie of the executor. 1767 Black- 
stone Comm. II. 108 If the devise be to a man and his 
assigns, without annexing words of perpetuity, there the 
devisee shall take only an estate for life. 1813 Examiner 
8 Feb. 95/2 The nephew was to be heir or devisee and 
legatee of., the uncle’s property. 1875 Poste Gains n. 
Comm. (ed. 2) 227 In the language of English jurisprudence, 
Heir denotes a successor to real estate by descent, Devisee 
denotes a successor to real estate under a will., 

Devisely, obs. var, Divisely adv. 
Devi'sement. rare. [a. OF. devisement , f. 
deviser to Devise : see -ment.] 

• 1 . Description. (Cf. Devise v. 13.) 

c 1325 E. E. A Hit. P. A. 1019, I knew hit by his deuyse- 
ment, In b e apocalyppez J*e apostel Iohan. As lohan 
deuysed 3et saj I b are * 

2 . The act of devising or contriving ; a device. 

' 1541 Wyatt Defence Wks. (1861) p. xxvi, For the invent- 
ing, for the setting forth, for the indictment, for devisement 
of the dilating of the matters. 1879 [S'. Moses]! Spirit - 
Identity 97 App. n. § 5 Cunning devisements of curious 
brains. 

. Deviser , (diVoi-zorb Also 4 Sc. dewisowT, 
4-6 deuysour, 4-7 diviser, 6 deuisour, deny-, 
sar, -er, 6-7 (9) devisor. [ME. devysour , a. AF. 
devisour** OF. deviseor, -eur, f. deviser to Devise. 
In mod. Eng. (exc. in a special sense : see Devisor) 
the suffix is changed into the common agents 
ending -er.] 

' Otie who devises ; a contriver, inventor, framer, 
forger, plotter, schemer, etc. : cf. the verb. 

1523 Ld. Berners Froiss. I ccxxxi. 3x6 The prince of 
Wales was a mean by twene them, and chefe deuysour therof. 
1538 Starkey England n. iii 8o Curyouse descanterys and 
deuysarys of new songys. 1571 Golding Calvin on Ps. vii. 
16 Devisers of mischeefe perish through their own devises. 
1577 Northbrooke Dicing (1843) 116 Who was. the firste 
deuisour of dyce playing? 1614 Raleigh Hist. World m. 
24 The deviser of the mischiefe against Cyrus. 1646 Sir 
T. Browne Pseud. Ep. 1. iii. xx They are daily mocked 
into errour by subtler devisors. 1672 E achard // obbes’s State 
Nat (1705) xx As very a deviser, as if you had found out 
gun-powder or printing. 1791 Cowper Iliad iv. 398 And 
thou, deviser of all evil wiles 1 1867 Freeman Norm. Conq. 
<18761 1 . App. 629 The first deviser of the scheme. 

■j* b. One who makes ready, plans, or arranges 
(a feast, etc.) : cf. Devise v. 9. Obs. 

. X 375 Barbour Bruce xx. 72 Devysouris of that fest till be. 
f 1500 Three Kings Sons 182 The lcynge was the best diuiser 
that any man coude fynde. 

f c. One who prepares the plans of a building, 
etc.; an architect. Ohs. 

1548 Patten Exped. Scotl. in Arb. Garner III. 76 Sir 
Richard Lee Knight, Devisor of the fortifications to be 
made. 1581 Mulcaster Positions xli (.1887) 242 What 
should . . maryners, deuisours, architectes. .do with latin. 
1647 Haward Crown Rev. 23 Devisor of the Buildings. 

Devising (diVarzkj,), vbl. sh [f. Devise v. + 
-iN'Gr 1.] The action of the verb Devise ; contriv- 
ing, planning, invention, etc. 

c 1400 Lanfrancs Cirurg. (MS. B) xo6 Aftere f>e devysinge 
of my symple wytt. 1530 Palsgr. 213/2 Devisyng, denis. 
1504 Hooker Eccl. Pol. n. viii, That m them God! hath . . 
left his intent' to be accomplished by our diuisinges. <r x6xo 
Healey Theophrastus, Newes forging (1636) 32 A devising 
of deeds and words at the fancy or pleasure of the Inventor. 
1879 M c Carthy Own Times II. xxiii. 190 He sometimes 
rode in a curious little cab of his own devising, 1885 
Bridges Nero 1. L 2/2 The curse of life is of our own de- 
vising, Born of man’s ignorance and selfishness. 

+ b. Conversation, talking (Devise v. 14). Ohs. 

. 1586 B. Young Guazzo's Civ. Conv. iv. 178 He thought . . 
such a companie ..would have passed the time in some 
manner of devising, ^ and discourses, ' : but ' now perceaved 
himselfe to be rather in a . . silent place, 

/ c. Law. The bequeathing of real' property ..'(De- 
vise v. 4). ■ ■ 

x868 .Rogers Pol. Econ. xvil (1876) 228 That which relates 
to the letting, devising,' and settlement ofland. 


Devision, obs. form of Division 1 . 

Devisor (d/vorz/j). Law. Also 6 7 -our. 
[a. AF. devisour, = OF. deviseor, -eur, f. deviser to 
Devise. Formerly used in all senses of the vb., 
for which Deviser is now the general form.] 
One who clevises (real property) by will ; one who 
makes a devise. (Correlative to devisee.) 

1542-3 Act 34-5 Hen. VI If ,c 5 § 11 After the death of 
any such owner or deuisour which , shall make any such 
. .deuice by his last will in writing. 2574 ! see Devise sA}. 
2657 Sir H. Grimstone in Crake's Rep. L 476 The intent of 
the devisor., 1767 Blackstone Comm. II. 379 No after- 
purchased lands will pass under such, devise, unless, sub- 
sequent to the purchase or contract, the devisor re-publishes 
his will. 1876 Digby Real Prop. viii. 351 No liability 
attached to the lands in the hands of the devisee for the 
debts of the devisor. 

Devisor, -our; obs. forms of Deviser. 

+ Devitable, a. Obs ~ 0 [f. L. devitdre Devite 

V. + -BLE.] 

1727 Bailey vol) II, Devitable , easy to be shunned or 
avoided. 

Devitalise (diVortalaiz), v. [f. De- II. r + 
Vitalize.} tram. To deprive of vitality or vital 
qualities ; to render lifeless or effete. 

1849 I. Taylor Loyola 4- Jes. (1857) 359 The philosophy 
which is propounded, to youth must be devitalized. x86x 
H. Macmillan Footnotes Page t Nat. 223 Those [personal. . 
being devitalized by other noxious influences, such as viti- 
ated air, defective sewerage, bad water, or an inadequate 
supply of food. _ 1869 [see Devive]. 1876 Coniemp . Rev. 
XXVIII. 729 This one incontestable fact of itself overthrows 
or devitalizes the entire doctrine. 2883 H. Drummond Nat. 
Law in Spir. IV. (ed. 2) 86 The biologist cannot devitalise 
a plant or an animal and revivify it again. 

Hence Devi talized, Devi-talizingf ppL adjs. ; 
also BevLtaliza'tion, the action of devitalizing. 

1866 Reader 1 Sept. 770 Fungi . . flourish on . . surfaces. . 
which belong to devitalized beings. 1871 Sat. Rev. 1 Apr. 
398/2 New preparations of concentrated food . . to meet the 
* devitalization ’ which seems increasing in what we suppose 
to be the well-nourished class of families. 1875 H. C. Wood 
Therap.iy 879) 349 The poison exerts no destructive chemical 
or devitalizing influence upon the tissues. 1875 B. W. 
Richardson Drs. Mod. Life 385 Devitalized air finds its 
entrance into human habitations. 

t Devita*ti0H o Obs. rare. [ad. L. devttdlion - 
cm, n. of action f. devitdre '., see next] Shunning, 
avoiding ; exhortation to shun : the opposite of 
invitation. 

16x4 T. Adams Devils Banquet 45 If there be any here 
that . . will venture himselfe a guest at the Deuils Banket, 
maugre all deviation, let him stay and heare the Reckon- 
ing. 1623 Cockeram, Deuifaiion , an eschuing, 

t Devi'te, V- Obs. rare— 1 , [f. L. druitdre to 
shun, avoid, f. De- I. 3 + vitare to shun. Cf. In- 
vite] tram. To shun. 

1549 Cha loner Erasrtt. M arise Enc. R ixj a, I exhorte you 
. . to devite or shonne the company of heretikes. 

H notice -use . To ask not {to do) : the opposite 
of invite. 

1832 Lamb Let. to Cary in Life 4 Lett. Wks. (1865) 174 
I am de-vited to come on Wednesdays. 

Devitrification (dMdxifik^-Jbn). [a. mod. 
F. devitrification (1803 m Hatz.-Darm.), f. ddvi- 
trifier : see next.] The action or process of de- 
vitrifying ; deprivation of vitreous character ; esp. 
change (of rocks) from, a glassy to a crystalline 
condition. 

1832 G. R. Porter Porcelain 4 Gl. xvL 317 heading, , On 
the Devitrification of Glass. Ibid. 326 The devitrification 
was by no means perfect. 1865 Ecclesiologist XXVI. 269 
The process of de-vitrification in ancient painted glass, 
1879 RutLey Stud. Rocks x. 263 The development of micro- 
liths is one of the causes of devitrification in glassy rocks 
and in artificial glass. x88x Judd Volcanoes ix. 258 These 
glassy rocks easily undergo ‘ devitrification 

Be vitrify (diVi*trifoi), v. [f. De- II. 1 + 
Vitrify; app. after F. devitrifier (1803 in Hatz.- 
Darm.).] trams. To deprive of vitreous qualities 
or properties ; to cause (glass or a vitreous sub- 
stance) to become opaque/hard, and crystalline in 
structure. Heace Devi ‘trifled ppl. a. 

1832 G. R. Porter Porcelain <§• Gl. 325 Experiments made 
to devitrify stained glass taken from church windows. Ibid. 
326 Glass, when devitrified, becomes a much more perfect 
conductor of heat and electricity., Ibid. xvi. heading , „ Power 
of devitrified glass to bear sudden changes of temperature. 
1879 Rutley Stud. Racks x. 170 In most instances this 
impure, or devitrified matter is opaque. 

Devi*ve, v. nonce-wd. [f. De- II. 1, after revive.] 
tram. To render lifeless, devitalize. 

1869 Owen in Microse. Jrnl May 294 Organisms which 
we can devitalise and revitalise — devive and! revive— -many 
times. 

Devize, obs. form of Devise. 

Devocalize (d/v^-kalmz), v. [f. De- II. i + 
Vocalize.] tram. To make (a vowel or voice con- 
sonant) voiceless or non-sonant. 

1877 Sweet Phonetics 142 [ W] often becomes (ph) and even 
(v\ which, when a voiceless consonant follows, is devocalised 
[to/]. 1888 — Eng. Sounds x8 The more primitive Sanskrit 
usage, .devocalizes finally only before a pause or a breath 
consonant. 

Hence Be vocalization. 

1879 Sweet in Trans. Pkilol. Sat. 484 Before voiceless 
stops there is always de vocalization. 


t'De'VOCate, Obs. rare. [f. L. devocat- 
ppl. stem of devQcdre to call off, away, or down, f. 
De- I. i, 2 +vocdre to call.] 
tram. To call down. 

(In quot. 1570 perhaps ‘ to make calls or demands *, if not 
a misprint for derogate.) 

c 1570 Preston Cambyses in Hazl. Dodsley IV. 188 The 
Commons of you do complain. From them you devocaie. 
1633 W. Struther True Happiness 52 Superstitious wor- 
shippers thinke by their prayers, as charmes, to devocat and 
draw God out of heaveh. 

t Devoca tiou. Obs. [n. of action f. L. devoc- 
are: see prec. and -ation.] A calling down or 
away. 

1623 Cockeram ii, A Calling downe, deuocation. x66t 
Rust Origen in Pkenix (1721) I. 33 All corporeal Pleasure 
having something of Confusion arid Disturbance in it, 
together with a strong magical De vocation of the Animad- 
version of the sense of it. x68o Hallywei.l Melampr. 97 
(T.) To be freed and released from all its [sorcery’s] blandish- 
ments and flattering devocations. 

Devoid (d/vord), a . Also 5-6 devoid©, 
-voyde, 5 -vode, 6 -voyd. [Originally pa. pple, 
of Devoid v. t short for (or collateral variant of) 
devoided : see next.] 

With of: Empty, void, destitute {pj some attri- 
bute); entirely without or wanting. (Originally 
participial, like bereft , and, like . the latter, only 
used predicatively, or following its substantive.) 

c 1400 Rom. Rose 3723 Devoid of pride certaine she was. 
1430 Lydg. Chron. Troy 1. v, So is my meaning cleane 
devoyde of syn. c 1465 Pol. Rel. $ L. Poems (x866) 2 Devode 
of vices. 1509 Hawes Conv. Swearers 47 Go lytell treaty.se 
deuoyde of eloquence. 1530 Palsgr. 310/1 Devoyde, with- 
out or delyvered of a thyng, vuyde. 1603 Knolles Hist, 
lurks (1638) iox He lay speechlesse, deuoid of sence and 
motion. x66o Boyle New Exp. Phys. Meek, xxxiii. (1682) 
i2 6 Though it be not quite devoy’d pf all body whatsoever. 
X762 Falconer SAipwr. m. x8x A wretch deform’d, devoid 
of ev’ry grace. 1865 W. G. Palgrave Arabia I. 410 A very 
simple style of dress, devoid of ornament 6r pretension, 
b. without of : Void, empty, rare. 

1590 Spenser F. Q. i. ix. 15 When I awoke, and found her 
place devoyd, And nought but pressed gras where she had 
lyen, I sorrowed all so much as earst I joyd. 

t Devoid, V. Obs . ox rare. Forms: 4-7 devoyde, 
4-6 -vode, 5-6 -voyd, -vyde, 5-7 -voxd(e y (4-5 
dewoyde, 5 -voyede, 6 -wod, -woyd, -wid). 
[a. OF. de-, desvoidier , -vuidier, -voyder, in mod. 
F. divider, f. de-, des - (L. dis-) -1- vuide , mod. vide, 
empty. Cf. med.L. disvacudre, in same sense.] 

(In 1 5-1 6th c. sometimes confused in form with Divide.) 

+ 1- trans. To cast out, get rid of, do away with, 
remove, expel ; to void. Obs. 

c 1325 E. E. A Hit. P. A. 15 Wyschande pat wele pat want 
watz whyle deuoyde my wrange. Ibid. B. 544 De-voydynge 
pe vylanye J>at venkquyst his ]?ewez. c 1400 Rom. Rose 
2929 Right so is al his woo fulle soone Devoided dene. 
a 1400-50 Alexander 4327 Auyrice & errogaunce & all we 
devoide. c X420 Liber Cocorum (1862) 45 Devoyde bo worme- 
etone alle by dene, c 1485 Digby Myst. in. 787W exal gete 
yow leches, ^ower peynes to devyde. 1508 Dunbar Tua 
Mariit Wem. 1 66, I sail the venome devoid with a vent 
large, And me assuage of the swalme, that suellit wes gret. 
1509 Hawes Past. Pleas. 45, 61, 63, 64. 

fb. To destroy,, annihilate. Obs. 

, c 1325 E. E. A llit. P» B. 908 For we schal tyne bis, toun 
& traybely disstrye, Wyth alle bise wy3ez so wykke wy^tly 
deuoyde. a 1400-50 Alexander 3875 To be deuQwnd, & 
devoidid and vencuste for euire. 

f c. To empty out, pour out, discharge. Obs. 
c 1450 Bk. Cuntasye 7x8 in Babees Bk. (x868) 323, For a pype 
peris insyde so clene, pat water deuoydes, of seluer scinene. 
15x3 Douglas AEneis xm. i. 10 The Latyn pepyll. .gan 
devoid [v. r. devode], and bostit owt full deyr Deip from 
thar brestis the hard sorow smart. 

2 . To vacate ; to leave. Obs. 
c 1325 Coer de L. 1228 He took hys daughter by the hand, 
And bad her swythe devoyde hys land. <*1450 Le Morte 
Arth. 1x67 There-fore devoyede my cqmpanye. ^ 1545 
Aberdeen Reg. V. 19 (Jam.) He is ordanit to dewid the 
tovnn within xxiiij houns. 

f b. reft. To withdraw (oneself). Obs. 
a 1400 Cov. Myst. (Shaks. Soc.) 243, I am. with 30W at alle 
tymes whan 3e to councel me calle, But for a snort tyme 
myself I devoyde. 1535 Stewart Cron. Scot. II. 123 Or tha 
culd diuyde thame of that land, Tha war baith tane and fast 
bund fit and hand. 

f c. intr. (for refit) To go away, withdraw. 
CX485 Digby Myst. v. 380 Here lueyfere devoydeth, and 
eommyth in. ageyne as a goodly galaunt. 1497 in Phil. 
Tram. XLI I. 421 That they devoyd and pass with 
thame, 

^ 3 . . tram. To avoid, shun ; to get out of the way 
of. Obs. ■ ■ ■ ' . . 

1509' Hawes. Past. Pleas, xxxv. xviii, I ful swyftly dyd 
geve back ful oft, For to devoyde his great strokes unsoft. 
1530 Palsgr. 5x5/1 It shalbe harde to devoyde this mater: 
Ce seroyt forte chose de euiter ceste rnatiere. 

+ 4 , To empty ; to make void or empty. Ohs. 
a 1400-50 Alexander 2938 Alexander . . clekis vp be coupe 
& putis in his bosom. Anobire boll was him brojt & bathe 
he deuoydid. c 1430 Lydg. in Turner Dom. A rchit. III. 39 
The canell scoured was so clene. And deuoyded Into Secrete 
wyse. ■ . 

f b~ To empty, dear, rid,, free (of). Obs. 
c 1450 Holland Howlat 519, I sal devoid the of det, Or de 
in the place, c 1500 Lancelot 1022 N ow help tbi-self at neid. 
And the dewod of euery point of dred. 1535 Stewart Cron. 
Scot. III. 163 To devoid Scotland Of Inglismen. 1548 Gest 
Pr. Masse 80 Howe coulde the bread and wyne serve to hys 
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purpose, yf they were utterly di voided of theyr accostumed 
nature? 

f 5 . To render void or of none effect. rare— 1 . 
i6ox Bp. W. Barlow Defence 225 Least, .the Apostles 
labour, by their carelesse leuitie, or carnall securitle, should 
bee deuoyded and abased. 

0 . To make devoid ; to divest, rare, nonce-wd. 

1878 N. Amer. Rev . CXXVL 372 In any minds, so de- 

voided of their religious sentiments. 

J- Hence Devoi*ded ppl. a., divested, made void. 
'6x430' Lydg. Bochas 1. ii. (1544) 4 h, As a prince devoyded 
of ail grace Against God he gan for to com passe. 1605 
Timme Quersit. 1. iii. ro Those things which are made by 
arte, .are deuoided of all sense and motion. 

+ Devoi*der, Obs. rare ~ \ [f. Devoid v. + 
-er .« OF. type desvuideor, of which the fem. des- 
vuideresse , devoyderesse , is recorded by Godefroy.] 
An expeller, a driver out. 

14. . Lydg, Temple of Glass 329 O blisful sterre. .deuoider 
of derknes. 

Devoir (see below) , sb. Forms: a. 3-6 dever, 
(4 deverre), 4-5 devere, (5 deveer, -yr, -ire, 
-yer, deyver, deffere, 6 debuer). j8. 4-6 devor, 
4-7 devour, 5 divour, 5-6 devoure, 5-7 Sc. de- 
vore, 6-7 deavour. 7. 5- devoir, 5-7 devoir e, 
devoyr(e, devoyer, 6-7 devoier. [ME. dever, 
a. OF. deveir ( — Pr. dever, Sp. deber , It. devere, 
dovere), substantive use of pres. inf. of verb :~L. 
deber e to owe. In Eng. the stress was shifted from 
(deve*r) to (de*ver, de*ver), and this subsequently 
often spelt devour, devor , deavour : cf. Endeavou r. 
In the 15th c., and esp. by Caxton, the spelling was 
often conformed to Parisian Fr. devoir , though, 
even thus, the stress was still often on the first syl- 
lable, de'voir being treated merely as a variant spell- 
ing of de'vor , devour. De'ver occurs as late as the 
Psalms of Sternhold and Hopkins ; but the English 
tradition of the word died out before 1600, leaving 
devoir, in 1 6-1 7 th c. often anglicized as devoyer, 
but now commonly treated as if adopted from 
modern French, and pronounced (d^vwa*r, devwgu, 
de-vwpx) ; though it would be more correct, his- 
torically, to pronounce it (de’voi) as in endeavour .] 

1. That which one ought to do, or has to do; 
(one’s) duty, business, appointed task. (Chiefly 
in phr. to do one's devoir ). arch. 

a. a 1300 Cursor M. 2x901 (Cott.) All liueand thing on sere 
maners dos hair deuer [v. r. deuerre], c 1315 Shoreham 54 
And 3yf hy [clerkes] douth wel hare dever lne thysse heri- 
tage. 6x330 R. Brunne Chron. (1810) 71 Als knygbt did 
his deuere [rime austere], c 1400 Desir. Troy 234 Do f?i 
deuer duly as a duke nobill, c 1430 Pilgr. Lyf Mankode 1. 
xli. (1869) 25 To do alwey my deueer. 1462 Daubeney in 
Pasion Lett. No. 452 II. 103 The Lords . . thynk they do 
ryght well her devyer, and be worthey moche thanke of the 
Kyng. 

jS. 1377 Langl. P. PI. B. xiv. 136 Til he haue done his 
deuor and his dayes iourne, a 1470 Tiptoft Caesar iv. (1530) 
5 Doyng the devoure of myne offyce. 1489 (MS.) Barbour 
Bruce XL 430 Thai stalwardly sail stand, And do thair 
deuour as thai aw. 1552 Abp. Hamilton Catech. (1884) 35 
Do your devore and dewtie. a 1605 Montgomerie Flyting 
443 Whan thae dames deuoutly had done their devore. .Of 
that matter to make remained no more. 1606 Holland 
Sueton. 56 In the Cirque he brought forth to doe their 
devour Charioteers, Runners and Killers of savage beasts. 

7. #1430 (MS.) Chaucer Man of Law's T., Head-link 38 
(Ellesm.) Thanne haue ye do your deuoir atte leeste [so 
Hengwrt, devoire Petw., deuer Corp. & Lansd., deuyr 
Camb., deuour Harl.]. 1485 Caxton Chas. Gt. 29 He faylled 
not to doo gretely hys deuoyr. 1573 Satir. Poems Reform. 
xxxix. 236 And Drurie deulie did his ful deuoir. 3589 
Greene Menaphon (Arb.) 90 Democles commanded the 
deathsman to doo his devoyre. 2608 L. Machin Ditmbe 
Knight i, What devoyre Drawes you within these lists? 
2682 N. O. Soileau's Lutrin n. 16 The Rhine shall first his 
streams mix with the Loire, E’re I forget the sence of my 
Devoire. 1738 Warburton Div. Legat. I. 28 Exactly per- 
form to one another the Devoirs of Citizens. 1828 Scott 
F. M. Perth vixi, I think the Knight of Kinfauns will do his 
devoir by the burgh, in peace or war. 1875 W. S. Hayward 
Love agst. World 37 Did my worthy brother do his devoir 
as a gallant knight should? 

+ 2 . That which one can do, (one’s) utmost or 
best ; endeavour, effort. Chiefly in phr. to do one's 
devoir, to put oneself in devoir — to do what one 
can, to endeavour {to do something). Obs. 

a. 1362 Langl. P. PI. A. xu. 2, I have do my deuer be 
dowel to teche. c 1460 J. Russell Bk. Nurture 659 in 
Babees Bk. (1868) 162 pus y shalle do my devere To enforme 
yow. 2482-8 Plumpton Corr. 59, I shall put me in dever 
to fullfiU your intent. 3537 T. Cumptun in Ellis Orig. Lett. 
Ser. n. II. 91, I have.. don my debuer accordyng to the 
teneur of hit 3549-62 Sternhold & H. Ps. xxiu 26 And 
those that doe their deuer To know the Lord shall prayse 
his name. 

0 - 0 x400 Song Roland 498 Trist us neuer If we in this 
mater do not our deuour. 3453 Poston Lett. No, x 14 1 . 1 54, 
I. .wol put mein devourfor to execute your comaundements. 
1502 Arnolds Chron. (18 n) 240 Lerne of me and do thy besy 
deuor From my folke al rauen to disseuor. 15x3 More Rich. 
Ill, Wks. 66/ 2 He woold doe his vttermost deuor to set the 
realm m good state. 1533 — Answ. Poysoned Bk. ibid. 
XC72/2 Wemng that his owne deuour wer in vaine. 1664 
Flodden F. iii. 22 Your deavours here are all in vain. 

y. 1470-85 Malory Arthur vn. xxiii, I am moche behold- 
ynge vnto that knyght, that hath put soo his body in deuoyre 
to worshippe me and my courte. 3509 Barclay Skyp of Folys 
(1874) II. 251 Doyngehis deuoyr for the same ay to prouyde. 
c 1534 tr. Pol. Verg. Eng. Hist . (Camden 1844) 15 The Duke 
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of Bedford exhorted them to defend with all their devoire 
the dignitie and high reputation of King Henry. ^ 200a 
Marston Ant. <$• Mel. n. Pro!., May we be happie m our 
weake devoyer. t6yt Mrs. Bern Forc'd Marriage 1. xv, 
No, my Erminia, quit this vain devoir, And follow Love 
that may preserve us all. 

f 3. Service due or rendered to any one. Obs. 
c 1386 (MSS. after 1400) Chaucer Pars. T.?6yo (Ellesm.) 
As Reson is and skile it is that men do hir deuoir ther as it 
is due [v. rr. deuoire, devoyre, deuere, deuyr], 250a Ora. 
Crysten Men (W. de W. 1506) 11. v. 98 Yf .. she yeldeth the 
deuoure of maryage ayenst her wyll. xS9° Marlowe Ldw. 
II, v. i, To do your highness service and devoir. .Berkeley 
would die. 2642 Chas. I in Rushw. Hist. Coll.ni. 11692) 1 . 
633 [They] shall in no wise be excused of their Service and 
Devoiers due of their said Lands and Possessions. 2098 
Fryer Acc. E. India «$- P. 46 It may be wondred why the 
French did not assist us.. the reality is, they offered their 
Devoirs, but we must equip their Ships. 1742 Young Nt.ih. 
vi. 292 Monarchs, and ministers, are aweful names ; Who- 
ever wear them, challenge our devoir. 

4. A dutiful act of civility or respect ; usually in 
pi., dutiful respects, courteous attentions, addresses; 
chiefly in phr. to do or pay one's devoir(s {to some 
one). (The current sense.) 

a, 0 . 14.. Epipk. in Tundalc's Vis. xoy That he hym selffe 
[Herod] wold after goo Vnto the chyld and hys deyver doo. 
4:1845 Hood Faithless Nelly Grayyr, He went to pay her 
his devours, When he’d devoured his pay ! 

y. X513 Bradshaw St. Werburge 1. 655 This royall mary- 
age was solempnysed .. Theyr frendes, cosyns redy on 
euery syde To do theyr deuoyre. _ 2669 Dryden W ild 
Gallant iv. I, I beseech your ladyship instruct me where 
I may tender my devoirs. 1673 — Marr. a la Mode 11. i, 

0, my dear, I was just going to pay my devoirs to you. 1676 
Shadwell Virtuoso 1. 1, He’s come to pay his devoir to you. 
1754 Richardson Grandison Let. 14 Oct., I am come down to 
pay my devoirs to Miss Byron. I hope for acceptance. 1782 
European Mag. I. 248 She ..resisted the devoirs of the 
tender and pious Lord George Gordon. x8x6 J. Scott Vis, 
Paris 37 In the inn-yards of our great North-road, when 
the passing coachmen pay their devoirs to the expectant 
chambermaids, 1873 Browning RedCott.Nt.'Cap 14* When 
he paid devoir To Louis Quatorze as he dined in state. x88o 
Disraeli Endym. Ixiv, Prince Florestan paid his grave de- 
voirs, with a gaze which seemed to search into Lady Roe- 
hampton’s inmost heart. 

f 5. pi. Moneys due ; dues ; duties. Obs-* 

[13 60 Act 34 Edzv. Ill, c. x8 Paiant lour custumes & autres 
devoirs au Roi. 1378 Act 2 Rich. II, Stat x c. 3 Custumes, 
subsides et autres devoirs de Calays.] 1502 Arnolds Chron. 
(1811) 125 The said William Herris sued a plee from the 
courte Xpian too the court of Rome in a cause of deuors 
hanging bewixt oon Alis Doughtirlawe of R. S. and the 
said William. 1503-4^6/ 19 Hen. V [I, c. 27 § 1 The Kinges 
duetie called the devours or Custume of Calays. 3641 
Termes de la Ley 116 b, [tr. quot. 1378] Customes and sub- 
sidies, and other devoires of Caleis. 
t Devoir, V. Obs. rare. In 6 dever, devoyre. 
[f. prec. sb.] intr. and ref . - Endeavour v. 

1530 Palsgr. 514/2 I dever, I applye my mynde to do a 
thing .. I shall devoyre my selfe to the best that I maye. 

Devoit, obs. Sc. form of Devout. 

Bewke, V. Obs. rare—*, [ad. L. devocare 
(see Devocate) : after convoke, invoke , which go 
back to French originals.] 

1623 Cockeram, Deuoke , to call downe 

Devolatilize : see De- II. 1 . 
t Devoit, -vouit, pa. pple. Obs. [a. Anglo- 
Fr. devoit ~ F. ddvolu , repr. L. devolutus , pa. pple. 
of devolvere .] — Devolved. 

1531 Dial, on Laws Eng. 11. xxxvi. (1638) 124 If he. .pre- 
sent not, then the presentment is devoit [ed. 1721 devoulte] 
to the Patriark. 

+ Be'volute, ppl. a. Obs. [ad. L. devolut-us 
pa. pple. of devolvere : see Devolve.] Devolved, 
transmitted down. 

3460 Capgrave Chron. 53 Alisaundre rejoysed the kyng- 
dam of Babilon, that was thanne . .devolute to the kyngdam 
of Perse. 3513 More Rich. Ill, Wks. 63 Y a right and title 
of [the crown of England].. is.. deuolute Sc comen vnto y 9 
most excellent prince y fl lord protector. 1531 Dial, on Laws 
Eng. xxxi. (1638) 54 If a Title,. be once devolute to the 
heire in the taile. 1621 R. Johnson Way to Glory 41 The 
monarchie of the Romans .. became devolute to Julian the 
apostate. [1722 St. German's Doct, fy Stud. 261 Specially if 
the collation be devolute to the Pope.] 

Devolute (de’viST&t), v. rare. [f. L. devolut - 
ppl. stem of devolvere : see Devolve.] 

1 . trans. To pass or transfer by devolution; to 
Devolve. 

c 1534 tr. Pol. Verg. Eng. Hist. (Camden 1846) I. 127 At 
the lengthe the monarchie was devoluted to one onlie, 3548 
Hall Chron. 182 The saied Crowne .. should immediatly 
bee divoluted to the Duke of Yorke. 1570-6 Lambarde 
Peramb. Kent (1826) 229 The right of the Advowson was 
devoluted unto him. 1586 Ferne Blaz. Gentrie 31 The 
coat deuoluted to the bearer from his auncestours. 1891 
Pall Mall G. 28 July 2/2 The House will devise means of 
devoluting Some of its work to more leisured bodies. 

2. intr. To lapse. 

1893 A Kenealy Molly Man 24 Some dusky potentate, 
whose entity and powers had devoluted through the ages. 
Devolution (devi7li^-j9n). [ad. med, L. devo- 
lutibn-em , n. of action f. 1. devolvere to roll down : 
see Devolve and -ion.] 

I. From the intrans, senses of the verb. 

1. lit. Rolling down; descending or falling with 
rolling motion, arch. 

1623 Cockeram Deuolution, a rolling downe, 1695 Wood- 
ward^ Nat. Hist, Earth 1. (1723) 57 Deterrations, or the De- 
volution of Earth down upon the Valleys, from the Hills. 


Ibid. (1723) 257 This Deterration . . or Devolution of Earth 
and Sand from the Mountains. 

2 . fig. The rolling or passing on of time ; descent 
or passing on through a series of revolutions or 
stages, in time, order, etc % 
c 1630 Jackson Creed vi. xviii, The possible devolutions 
or alternations of the reasonable creatures from his antece- 
dent will to his consequent. 2651 Raleigh’s Ghost 157 After 
a long devolution of years fulfilled. 1826 C. Butler Life 
Grotius 1. 3 heading, Boundaries and Devolution of the 
Empire of Germany during the Carlovingian Dynasty. X84X 
Blackw. Mag. L. 400 Everybody’s price of corn must de- 
pend on this descent, or devolution as we call it, through 
ranges of different machinery. 1843 Ibid. LIV. 541 The 
‘ devolution ’ of foreign agriculture upon lower qualities of 
land and consequently its permanent exaltation in price. 

8 . Descent by natural or due succession from one 
to another, of property, or fig. of qualities, etc. 

1545 Udall, etc. Erasm. Par. Pref. 11 By a moste just 
and right deuolucion, and dyscent of inheritaunce of the 
crounes of Englande, Fraunce, and Irelande. _ 1590 Swin- 
burne Testaments 291 The legacie is lost without hope 
of deuolution thereof to the executors or administrators. 
4:1631 Donne in Select. (1840) 130 Now for the riches them- 
selves, .he may have them by devolution from his parents. 
1706 DeFoe Jure Div. ix. 194 If Kings by Jus Divinum 
wear the Crown, By nat’ral Devolution handed down. 1827 
Hallam Const. Hist. (1876} III. xiv. 95 The party of 
lord Danby.. asserted a devolution of the crown on the 
princess of Orange. 1842 Grove Corr. Pkys. Forces (ed. 6) 
10 A force cannot originate otherwise than by devolution 
from some pre-existing force or forces. 

4 . The passing of any unexercised right to the one 
upon whom it devolves if allowed to lapse. 

1593 Bilson Govt. Christ's Ch. 349 To loose their right 
by devolution, when they neglected their time aboue sixe 
monethes. 2656 Blount Glossogr., Devolution , . a falling 
into lapse, 2661 Bramhall Just. Vind. vi. 129 A thousand 
other artifices to get money. As provisions, Collations, 
Exemptions, Canonisations, Devolutions, Revocations, 1707 
Hearne Collect. (Oxf. Hist. Soc.) I 337 An Empty Fellow 
..whom the Archbp. of Cant. Dr. Tennison, put into the 
Society upon the Devolution to him of that Power. 17x2 
Ibid. III. 331 If it (.election of Warden of New Coll.] be not 
determin'd within 12 Days there will be a Devolution. 1769 
Blackstone Comm. IV. 62 Vacating the place or office, 
and a devolution of the right of election for that turn to the 
crown. x8x8 Hallam Mid. Ages (1872) ! I. 212 The popes 
soon assumed not only a right of decision, but of devolu- 
tion ; that is, of supplying the want of election . .by a nomina- 
tion of their own. 1872 Jervis Gallican Ch. I. Introd. 23 
note, * Devolution ' signifies the lapse of a benefice to the 
Pope, by reason of failure on the part of the patron to pre- 
sent a clerk duly qualified. 

f b. The passing of jurisdiction upon appeal. Obs. 
1593 Bilson Gcrvt. Christ's Ch. xx All matters without ex- 
ception pertaine to Christ’s tribunal originally, and not by 
way of devolution. <21676 Hale (J.), The jurisdiction ex- 
ercised in those courts is derived from the crown of England, 
and the last devolution is to the king by way of appeal. 
1706 tr. Dupin' s Eccl. Hist. x6 tkC. II. iv, xx. 363 Nor shall 
any Devolution or Appeal be lodged with the Apostolical 
See. 1726 [see Devolve 3 b]. 
c. Sc. Law. (See quot.) 

x86x W. Bell Diet. Law Scotl., Devolution is a term 
sometimes applied to the reference made by two or more 
arbiters who differ in opinion, to an oversman or umpire, to 
determine the difference. To confer this power on arbiters, 
an express clause in the submission is necessary. The term 
is also applied to the devolution of a purchase made under 
articles of roup upon the next highest offerer, on the failure 
of the highest offerer to find caution for payment of the 
price within the time limited by the articles. 

5 . The passing of the power or authority of one 
person or body to another, 

1765 Blackstone Comm. 1 . 162 This devolution of power, 
to the people at large, includes in it a dissolution of the 
whole form of government established by that people. 1875 
Bryce Holy Rom. Emp. xiv. (ed. 5) 236 The complete 
exclusion . . of any notion of a devolution of authority from 
the sovereign people. 

6 . Biol, (opposed to Evolution) : Degeneration. 

1882 H. S. Carpenter in Homilet. Monthly Sept. 688 If 

there be e-volution, there surely is de-volution, a degradation 
of the species. 1892 Pop. Sc. Monthly XLI. 709 Psychical 
disease, the progress of which in contrast with evolution is 
called devolution. 

II. From the transitive senses of the vb. 

+ 7 . The action of throwing down. Obs. 

X663 Bp* Patrick Paral. Pilgr. 303 In those submissions 
and devolutions of ourselues before our Lord. 

8 . fig. The causing of anything to descend or fall 
upon (any one) ; the handing (of anything) on to 
a successor. 

1622 Sanderson Serm. I. 160, 2. The suspension of his 
judgment for his time; 3. Ana the devolution of it upon 
Jehoram. > 2702 C, Mather Magn. Chr. v. 11. (1852) 255 
A devolution of certain burdens on the heads of such as 
were treated with it. 1858 Gladstone Homer I. 489 A de- 
volution of sovereignty either partial or total, by aged men 
upon their heirs. 

9 . The causing of authority, duties, or the like 
to fall upon a substitute or substitutes; esp. the 
delegation or leaving of portions or details of duties 
to subordinate officers or committees. 

2780 T. Jefferson Lett. Writ. (1893) II. 305 Disappoint- 
ments which flowed from the devolution of his duties on 
Deputies acting without a head. 2878 N. Amer. Rev . 
CXXVII. 289 To lighten the cares of the central Legis- 
lature by judicious devolution. 1880 Gladstone Sp. in 
Parlt. 28 Feb., The day when there may be wisely devised, 
and successfully carried through the House an important 
and effectual measure for the devolution of such portions of 
its powers as may be safely devolved, with the view of 
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DEVOTE, 


lightening its duties. 1888 — in Daily News 6 Nov. 6/2 
They were passed by the Grand Committees— passed by the 
method of what is called devolution. 1889 G. Findlay 
Eng. Railway 15 The management of this great service is 
nothing more than a carefully arranged system of devolu- 
tion combined with watchful supervision. 

1 10. Math. = Evolution 4 b. Obs. 

1690 Ley bourn Curs. Math. 343 Eduction of the Lesser 
Root by Devolution. 

DevolU'tive, ct. [f. L. devolut- ( see Devoltjte) 

+ -ivE.J Of, pertaining, or tending to devolution. 
1872 Jervis Gallican Ch. I. Introd. 76 Whether the appel 
commedabus had a ‘ suspensive or only a ‘devolutive* 
effect. 

Devolve (diVfrlv), v. [ad. L. devolv-ere to roll 
down, f. De- I. 1 1- volvere to roll.] 

I. trans. 

1 . To roll down ; to cause to descend with rolling 
motion ; also to unroll (something rolled up), to 
unfurl (a sail), arch . 

C1420 Pallad. on Hush, xi. 497 Thenne hem to the 
presses they devolve. . 1623 Cockeram, Devolve, to role 
downe. 1641 Mervin in Rushw. Hist. Coll. in. (1692) I. 217 
These like Straws and Chips play'd in the Streams, until j 
they are devolved in the Ocean of their deserved Ruine. I 
1700 Prior Carmen Seculare 283 His Thames, With gentle 
course devolving fruitful Streams. 1758 Murphy Orphan 
of China n. ii. 18 Where the Tanais Devolves his icy tribute 
to the sea. 1765 Beattie Judgm . of Paris lix, Who.. All 
to the storm the unfetter’d sail devolve. 1846 De Quincey 
Syst. Heavens^ Wks. III. 171 Where little England.. now 
devolves so quietly to the sea her sweet pastoral rivulets. 
fig. 1610 Barrough Meth. Physick Pref. (1639) 2 Whose 
names are devolved and brought unto us by the succession 
of ages. 1830 Tennyson Character , He spake of virtue . . 
And with . . a lack -1 ustre dead-blue eye, Devolved his rounded 
periods. 

f b. To roll over so as to cause to fall ; to over- 
turn, overthrow. Obs. 

c 1470 Harding Chron. xcvin. iv. All his nacyon Deuolued 
were, and from theyr ryght expelled. x 6 o 3 Heywood Rape 
ofLttcrece v. iv, They behind him will devolve the bridge. 
a 1658 Cleveland Wks. (1687)215 That pious Arch whereon 
tne building stood, Which broke, the whole’s devolv’d into 
a Flood. 

•j* C. To roll away ( from a person). Obs. 

1654 Gataker Disc. Apol. xo He was solicitous to devolv 
and depel from himself . . the note of avarice, 
t d. To roll (to and fro). Obs. rare . 

1725 Pope Odyss. xx 35 Ulysses so, from side to side de- 
volv’d, In self-debate the Suitors doom resolv’d. 

2 . fig. To cause to pass down by the revolution 
of time (j into some state or condition). 

1533 Bkllenden Livy 11. (1822) 145 All the sotvmes, quhilkis 
war afore devolvit in dett, war commandit to be restorit to 
thair creditouris, > 1545 Joye Exp. Dan. xi. (R.) Thus was 
the worlde 47 yens before Crystis birthe deuolued into the 
fourth monarchic called the Romane and last empyre. 1644 
Hunton Vind. Treat . Monarchy viii. 57 That State was 
then devolved into a Monarchy by Conquest. 

8. fig. To cause to pass to or fall upon (a person), 

a. To cause to pass down by inheritance or legal 
succession (to another). 

1538 Leland I tin. VI. 31 The Dykes Landes by Heyres 
generalles is devolved now to Mr. Goring and to Mr. Deringe. 
1590 Swinburne Testaments 291 The legacie is not devolved 
to his executors. 1631 Wkever Anc. Fun. Mon. 569 The 
inheritance diuolued by marriage vn to the Maynards. 1659 
B. Harris ParivaVs Iron Age 20 They grew to be devolved 
under the House of Burgundy. 1751 Johnson Rambler 
No. 121 P 5 Students. .can seldom add more than some small 
particle of knowledge, to the hereditary stock devolved to 
them from ancient times. 

f b. To cause to pass (to or into the hands of an- 
other) ; especially through the failure or forfeiture 
of the previous holders. Obs. 

1579 Fenton Guicciard. 1. (1559) 6 They were diuolued to 
the sea Apostolike by the disposing of the lawes. 1602 Ful- 
becke Pandectes 32 The State being now.. deuolued to the 
dregges of the people. 1603 Knolles Hist. Turks (1621) 
1239 Pronouncing their lives, their goods . . to be confiscate 
ancf devolved unto the Emperour his cofers. 1622 Donne 
Serm. civ. VI. 2x2 By their connivence that power was de- 
volved into a foreign prelate’s hand. 1690 Locke Govt. n. 
viii. (Rtldg.) 108 War. .naturally devolves the command into 
the king’s.. authority. 1726 Ayliffe Parergon 74 The Ap- 
peal operates the Effect of a Devolution ; because it devolves 
the cause to a Superiour Judge. 

t e. To cause to fall or alight (on or upon an 
object). Obs. 

2602 Holland Pliny* II. 460 The denomination of these 
eriminall Iudges .. being thus deuolued vpon them, there 
continued, 1649 Milton Eikan. 30 The King envying to see 
the peoples love devolv’d on another object. 1667 — P. L. 
x. 135 Least on my head both sin and punishment.. be all 
Devolv’d, a 1682 Sir T. Browne Tracts 172 The last excuse 
devolveth the errour , . upon Croesus. 1703 De F oe Shortest 
Way w. Dissenters Misc. 429 When our Government shall 
be devolv’d upon Foreigners. 

d. To cause (a charge, duty, or responsibility) 
to fall upon (any one) ; esp. to throw upon or de- 
legate to deputies duties for which the responsibility 
belongs to the principal. (Now a chief sense.) 

1633 Bp. Hall Hard Texts 3x6 All affaires, .of the King’s 
household . .shall be devolved upon his fidelity. 1641 Smec- 
tymnuus Vind. Answ. x. ("1653) 42 He gives this charge 
not to his Chancellor or Commissary, or any other man 
upon whom hee had devolved his power. 1754 Hume H ist. 
Eng. L xiv. 352 He was obliged to devolve on others the 
weight of government. 1777 Robertson Hist. A nier . ( 1783) 
1 . 183 The Spanish court, .was extremely willing to devolve 
the burden of discovery upon its subjects. 28x8 Jas. Mill 
Brit. India II. v. ii. 354 The master, .becomes too weak 


to resume the power which he has imprudently devolved. 
2847 Addison Law of Contracts 1. i. § 2 (1883) 214 A mere 
honorary churchwarden who . . devolves all the duties of 
this office upon a paid colleague. 2880 C. H. Pearson in 
Victorian Rev. 2 Feb. 540 Those who, because they are 
too busy or too ignorant to discharge the higher duties of 
self-government, have been glad to devolve them upon their 
representatives. 

f 4 . To throw (a person) upon (some resource). 
m 2636 Wilson alias Knott Direction to be observed by N. N. 
ii. 17 If the true Church may erre . . we are still deuolued 
either vpon the private Spirit .. or else vpon naturall wit 
and judgement. <21672 Wren in Gutch Call. Cnr. I. 252, 

I am now devolved upon that unparalleled villainy. 2675 
Burthogge Causa Dei 166 He. .then intirely devolves him- 
self on Jesus Christ for it. 

II. intrans. 

5 . To roil or flow down from (a source), arch. 

2630 Lord Banians 28 (L.) Streams that had in rolling 

currents, from the tops of the mountains, devolved into the 
rivers below. 2725 Pope Odyss. iv. 34 Two youths whose 
semblant features prove Their blood devolving from the 
source of Jove. 2772 Smollett Ode to Leven- Water 
17 Devolving from thy parent lake, A charming maze 
thy waters make. 2783 W. F. Martyn Geog. Mag. II. 320 
The quantities of snow which devolve from the superior 
parts of the mountain have sometimes proved fatal to travel- 
lers. 1847 R. Chambers Traditions Edin. 188 It was a 
goodly sight to see the long procession devolve from the close. 

6 . fig. To roll or flow on to or into (some con- 
dition). 

2579 Fenton Guicciard. v. (16x8) 197 That the matters . . 
would with speed diuolue to their perfection. Ibid. (1618) 299 
The. affaires of the Pisans .. did daily diuolue into greater 
straits. 2678 Marvell Growth Popery Wks. 1875 IV. 300 To 
raise, betwixt the King and his people, a rational jealousy of 
Popery and French government, till he should insensibly 
devolve into them, a 1859 De Quincey Theban Sphinx 
Wks. X. 238 Four separate movements through which this 
impassioned tale devolves. 

7 . To pass to the next in natural or conventional 
order, a. To pass or fall to another, esp. through 
the failure or forfeiture of the earlier holder. 

c 1555 Harpsfield Divorce Hen. VIII (2878) 284 That it 
should not devolve from himself and his colleague to the 
court of Rome. 2683 Brit. Spec. 66 Yet does not the Suprem- 
acy devolve to the multitude, who never yet had right to 
Rule, or choose their Rulers. 2754 Hume Hist.Efig. III. 
lxi. 322 To him the benefit of all forfeiture devolved. 2765 
Blackstone Comm. I. 22 Being then entirely abandoned by 
the clergy, .the study and practice of it [civil law] devolved 
. . into the hands of laymen. 2786 Burke Warren Hastings 
Wks. *1842) II. 145 By the death of Colonel (Monson, the 
whole power of the government of Fort William devolved 
to the governour and one member of the council 

b. To pass do/tn, descend, or fall in course of 
succession to (on, upon) anyone. 

i6ir Speed Hist. Gt. Brit . vi. xliv. 150 The Empire thus 
deuolued to Dioclesian. 1655-60 Stanley Hist. Philos. 
(2702)38/2 He had a Brother, who dying without Issue, his 
Estate devolved to Pittacus. 1689 in Somers Tracts II. 
341 If a King dies, he hath a Successor, and the Right de- 
volves upon him. a 1713 Ellwood Autobiog. (1765) 3 
This Friendship devolving from the Parents to the Children. 
2752 Johnson Rambler No. 298 r 13 He died without a will, 
and the estate devolved to the legal heir. 2806 Surr Winter 
in Lond. III. 25 A considerable estate in the Cape of Good 
Hope, which had devolved to us through a relation of my 
wife’s mother. 1885 Law Times LXX1X. 275/1 A service 
of plate bequeathed by a baronet to devolve with his 
baronetcy. 

c. To fall as a duty or responsibility on or tipon 
anyone. 

1769 Robertson Chas. V , V. iv. 418 After Bourbon’s death, 
the command . . devolved on Philibert de Chalons. 2791 
Cowper Odyss. 11. 440 To us should double toil ensue, on 
whom the charge To parcel out his wealth would then de- 
volve. 1819 J. Marshall Const. Opin. (1839) 208 By the 
revolution, the duties . . of government devolved upon the 
people of New Hampshire, i860 Tyndall Glac. 1. xvi. 207, 
I knew that upon him would devolve the chief labour. 1884 
Manch. Exam. 9 May 5/2 They recognise the obligation 
which devolves upon them. 

8 . Of persons: a. To have recourse to (for sup- 
port) ; come upon as a charge, b. To fall or sink 
gradually, to degenerate. ? Obs. 

1748 Johnson L. P ., Savage Wks. III. 348 His conduct 
had .. wearied some.. but he might.. still have devolved to 
others whom he might have entertained with equal success. 
1751 — Rambler No. 149 P 9 Multitudes are suffered by 
relations equally near to devolve upon the parish. 2830 
J. Bee Ess. on Foote Foote’s Wks. p. ii, A gentleman and 
scholar devolving into the buffoon . . is an unseemly sight. 
Hence Devolving vbl. sb. 

2675 Traherne Chr. Ethics xxvii. 427 Tidings cf his 
father’s death, and the devolving of his crown and throne 
on himself. 

Revolvement (diV^lvment). [f. Devolve v. 
+ -ment.] The action of devolving ; devolution. 
2847 in Craig. 1892 Miss Broughton Mrs. Bligh xv. 356 
Arrangements for the temporary devolvement of her pnil- 
anthropical labours upon a fellow- worker. 

Devonian (Mvo^nmn), a. (sb.) [f. med.L. 

Devonia , latinized form of Devon , OE. Defend-, 
Defna-scir Devonshire.] 

1 . Of or belonging to Devonshire. 

2622 Drayton Poly-olb. 1. 284 Easely ambling downe through 
the Deuonian dales. 2880 Miss Braddon Just as I am ii, 
A younger branch of a good old Devonian family tree. 
2887 — Like J Unlike xi, The hedgerows were budding in 
the soft Devonian air. 

b. as sb. A native or inhabitant of Devonshire. 
1882 C. E. Mathews in A then&um 23 Dec. 848/1 A treasure 
not only to Devonians, but to book lovers generally. 


2 . Geol. Name given to a geological formation 
or * system ’ of rocks lying below the Carboniferous 
and above the Silurian formations; hence, of or 
pertaining to this formation and the geological 
period during which it was deposited. 

The name was given in reference to the great development 
of these rocks as a marine formation in Devonshire. The 
rocks called ‘Old Red Sandstone’ in Scotland, West of 
England, and South Wales, are held to be lacustrine de- 
posits of contemporary age, and included in the Devonian 
System ; and the term is applied all over the world to 
a system of rocks having the same stratigraphical position, 
and containing organic remains similar to those of the 
Devonshire strata. $ 

1837 Sedgwick & Murchison in Trans. Geol. Soc, Ser. iri 
V. 702 We purpose therefore for the future to designate 
these groups [the Cornish Killas and the Devonian slates] 
collectively by the name Devonian system , as involving no 
hypothesis and being agreeable to analogy. 1846 Expos. 
Outline of Vestiges Nat. Hist. Creation 24 The Old Red 
Sandstone or Devonian System comes next. 1871 Lyell 
Stud. Elem. Geol. 421 The name Devonian was given by Sir 
R. Murchison and Professor Sedgwick to marine fossiliferous 
strata which, in the South of England, occupy a similar 
position between the overlying coal and the underlying 
Silurian formation. 2873 Dawson Earth <$• Man v. 84 The 
Devonian, or, as it may be better called in America, from the 
vast development of its beds on the south side of Lake Erie, 
the Erian formation. 1885 Lyell’ s Stud. Elem. Geol. 418 
The number of American Devonian plants has now been 
raised . .to 160. Ibid. 419 There were no . . Reptiiia during 
the Devonian age. 

Devonic (dzVp*nik), a. Geol. rare. [f. as De- 
vonian -f -ic.] = Devonian 2. 

1876 Davis Polaris Exp. xv. 339 The slaty overhanging 
layers of Devonic limestone. 

Bevonite (dewonsit). Min . [f. Devon + -ite.] 
A synonym of Wavellite, from its having been 
first discovered near Barnstaple in Devonshire. 

2826 Emmons Min. 214. 

Devonport : see Davenport. 

Devonshire, v. : see Denshire. 

Devor, obs. form of Devoir. 
t Bevora-tion. Obs. [a. obs. F. devoration , 
-1 acton. , ad. L. dev oration- em (in Vulgate), n. of 
action from devorare to Devour.] The action of 
devouring or consuming. 

1528 Roy Rede me (Arb.) 94 [Poverty], .is the goulfe of 
devoracion And fountayne of desolacion. 1624 T. Adams 
Devil’s Banquet 72 The decoration of the body is the de- 
uoration of the Substance. 

+ Bevoratory, cl. Obs. rare. [ad. L. devora- 
tori-us (Tertull.), f. dcvordtorT>wvov\sm.'. see -ory.] 
Of devouring or consuming quality. 

2647 Trapp Comm. Matt, vi, 23 Deliver us from those 
devoratory evils. 1650 — Comm. Pen tat. in, 112 These de~ 
voratory evills, as Tertullian calleth them. 

Devoree, -vors(e, obs. ff. Divorce. 

Devore, obs. ff. Devoir, Devour. 

Devoste, Devot, obs. ff. Devout. 

Devot, obs. var. of Divot, a sod. 
jl Devot, d6vote : see Devote sb. 0 . 

|| Bevo’ta. Obs. [It. andSp.,fem. of Devoto, 
q.v.] A lemale devotee, a divote. 

1644 Evelyn Mem. (1879) 1 . 134 The church of St. Pru- 
dentia in which is a well, .visited by manydevotas. 2685 
Evelyn Mrs. Godolphin 63 This Act of those Devotas. 
f Bevo’tary. Obs. [ad. med.L. devdtarius, 
-aria (.Du Cange), f. devot- ppl. stem : see Devote 
v., and cf. Votary.] A votary; a devotee. 

1646 J. Gregory Notes $ Obs, (1650) 50 Diana . . to whose 
shrine there went up a more famous, .pilgrimage of devo- 
taries. a 1670 Hacket Cent. Serm. (1675) 149 Religious 
honour is done unto them by some superstitious devotaries. 

Devote \d£v< 5 u*t), a. and sbP arch. [ad. L. de- 
vot-us devoted, consecrated or dedicated by vow, 
pa. pple. of devovere to Devote. In Eng. it ap- 
pears partly as a continuation of ME. devot, -te, 
variant of Devout, OF. devot, devote. As a sb. it 
was generally superseded 1675-1725 by Devotee, 
and when retained later is usually identified with 
mod.F. d&vote fem., and applied only to a female 
devotee, the corresponding F. divot masc., being 
occasionally used of the male.] 

A. ppl. a. ~ Devoted, a. with to. 

1596 Shaks. Tam. Shr. 1. i. 32 So deuote to Aristotle’s 
Ethickes [printed checkes]. 2597 Hooker Eccl. Pol. v. 
(1632) 209 The places where Idols have beene worshipped are 
. . deuote to vtter destruction. 2613 Sherley Trav. Persia 4 
The glory of God, to which his excellent religious mind was 
evermore devote. 1667 Milton P. L. 111.208 To destruction 
sacred and devote. 2747 Collins Passions 105 Where is thy 
native simple heart Devote to Virtue, Fancy, Art? 1839 
Bailey Festus (1854) 107, 1 am devote to study. 

b. without to. 

2599 Hakluyt Voy. I. 148 We .. as your perpetual and 
deuote friends. 2599 Warn. Faire Worn. 11. 750, I will be 
to you a husband so devote. 1621 Burton Anat. Mel. iil 
i. n. i. (2652) 417 He is thy slave, thy vassall, most devote, 
affectioned, and bound in all duty, 

B. adj. = Devout. 

[2225-2552 : see Devout a.] a 1625 Boys Whs. (1630) 224 
By meditation and deuote prayer. 1652 Serm . Coiron, Chas. 
//, in Pkenixl . 244 Trajan the Emperor was, I. Devote at 
home. II. Courageous in war. 1839 New Mcmthby Mage 
LV. 550 The deep drawn sigh— the devote interjection. 



DEVOTE. 

C. sk A devotee. +a. in form devote. Obs. 

1630 Dayenamt jfust Italian iv. Wks. 1872 I, 252 Two 
faces more allied In all devotes of view I have not seen. 
1660 Blount Boscobel 8 Sectaries, who through a Fanatique 
zeal were become Devotes to this great Idol. 1662 J. Bar- 
grave Pope Alex, VII. {1867)71 He is a devote of the house 
of Austria. 1673 Lady's Call. 1. v. §18 Those who from 
great voluptuaries have turned devotes. 1717 Lady M. W, 
Montagu Let. to C less Mar 18 Apr., The difference be- 
tween an bid devote and a young beauty. 1720 Welton 
Suffer. Son of God I. x. 255 He who seeks to do his Own 
Will, .has no” Claim ..to the Peace or Merit of a Devote. 

& in mod.F. form divot, fern, divote. 

1702 W. J. Bruyn's Voy. Levant xl. 156, I. .saw a great 
many of those Devots pass along the Streets. 1746 Lady M. 
W, Montagu Let. to W. Montagu 24 Nov., I know not how 
to acknowledge enough my obligations to the countess ; and 
I reckon it a great one from her who is a divote , that she 
never brought any priest to me. 1779 J. Adams Diary 14 
Dec. Wks. 1851 III. 232 Numbers of devots upon their 
knees. 1808 Scott Lett. 22 Jan. {1894) I. 92 In her own 
character as a sort of devote. 1866 Mrs. H. Wood St. 
.Martin's Eve xxxi. (1874) 395 Maria, poor thing, had no 
hand in it ; she is not a devote. 

f Devote, sb . 2 Ohs. [f. Devote vi] Act of 
devoting, devotion. 

1659 R. Bedes Christ's Exalt. Ep. Ded. , Some manifesta- 
tion of a reciprocation in this devote. 

Devote (djVJwt), v. [f. L. ddvot-i ppl. stem of 
devovere to vow, dedicate by a vow, devote, f. De- 
j. 2 -t- vovere to vow, dedicate : cf. also the L. 
frequentative devotdre, in med.L. much used for 
devoverei] 

1. trans. To appropriate by, or as if by, a vow; 
to set apart or dedicate solemnly or formally ; to 
consecrate {to). 

1586 A Day Eng. Secretary t. (1625 s *6 Yours devoted till 
death. 1599 H. Burras Dyets drie Dinner A iv. Love 
and friendship, .urgeth mee particularly to devote my selfe 
unto you. *6ti Bible Lev. xxviL 28 No deuoted thing 
that a man shall denote vnto the Lord. 1665 Sir T. 
Herbert Trav. (1677) 262 A chalice of gold also he de- 
voted. 1732 Law Serious C. iv. (ed. 2) 48 All Christians 
are by their Baptism devoted to God. 1802 Ld. Eldon 
in Vesey's Rep. VII. 73 The Will, .devoting the property to 
charity was producible. 1856 Stanley Sinai 4 Pal. i ( 18 58) 
53 Each of the thirty-six chapels was devoted to the worship 
of a separate sect. 

2 . To give up, addict, apply zealously or exclu- 
sively {to a pursuit, occupation, etc., or to a parti- 
cular purpose) ; esp. red. to devote oneself. 

1604 Shaks. Oth. ii. iii. 321 He hath deuoted, and giuen 
vp himselfe to ithe Contemplation, .of her parts and Graces. 
1703 Rowe Fair Penit. 1, Devote this day to mirth. 1798 
H. Serine Two Tours Wales 72 Having devoted some 
days to the objects in the neighbourhood of Swansea, we 
left that place. 1868 M. Pattison Academ . Org. 3 Had 
these endowments ... been devoted to national education, 
1875 Jowett Plato (ed. 2! IIL672 [He] who devotes himself 
to some intellectual pursuit. 1894 J. T» Fowler Adamntm 
Introd. 66 Hill sides now devoted to pasturage. 

3 . To give over or consign to the powers of evil 
or to destruction; to doom; to invoke or pro- 
nounce a curse upon. 

1647 Power p/ Keys vL 133 The Senate, .did devote or 
Anathematize even a whole Country or Region at once. 
<*1718 Rowe (J.), Let her. .Devote the hour when such 
a wretch was born. *776 Gibbon Decl, F. I. ix. 181 The 
hostile army was devoted with dire execrations to the gods 
of war and of thunder. 1821 Lockhart Valerius XL ix. 267 
May Jove devote me, if X had [etc.]. *871 R. Taylor Faust 
(1875} I. xxiii. 206 A witches’ guild. They scatter, devote, 
and doom t '' 

■f b. To invoke or pronounce (a curse), Ohs. 
1749 Fielding Tom Tones xvi. I, A hearty curse hath been 
devoted on the head of that author. 

Hence Devoting vhl. sb. 

1640 O. Sedgwicke Christ's Counsell 222 What was our 
baptisme bat a devoting.. of our selves to be faithfull to 
Christ ? 1677 'Gilpin Demonol. (1867) 434 ‘ Sons of Belial ’, 
a name very significant, shewing, .their devoting of them- 
selves to the devil’s service. 

+■ Devote. Ohs. [An erroneous form of D evote 
shi, or of Devotee, with pseudo-French spell- 
iag-I 

' 1729 Fielding Love Sev. Masques nt. vi. We must all be 
proud of so elegant a devote ! *824 Miss L. M. Hawkins 
Mem. I. 231 My father was a devote of Titian. 

Devoted (dfwu*ted), ppl. a. [f. Devote v. -f 

-ED 1 ] 

1 . Vowed; appropriated or set apart by a vow 
or formally ; tinder .a vow ; dedicated, consecrated. 

1594 Shaks. Rich. HI , 1. ii. 35 To stop deuoted charitable 
deeds. 1611 Heywood Gold. Age 11. Wks. 1874 III. 27 All 
deuoted To abandon men, and chuse virginity, 1623 
Cociceram, Denoted, vowed. 1638 Baker tx.Balzac's Lett. 
II. 113 ^ A Societie of devoted persons, who continued in 
meditation so many houres a day. 1663 T. Spencer Pro- 
digies (1665) 381 TheEthnick Temples and devoted places 
at Rome. 1829 N. Worcester A toning Sacr. iv. (1830) 16 
Laying the hands on the head of the devoted sacrifice. 

2 . Characterized by devotion; zealously attached 
or addicted to a person or cause ; enthusiastically 
loyal or faithful. (Of persons, their actions, etc.) 

1600 E. Blount tr. Cmestaggio 261 Being a' devoted" 
:■ servant to the Prior. .. 1606 Marston Parasitaster 111. i, 
When you vow a most devoted love to one, you .swear not 
to tender a most devoted love to another. 1777 Sheridan 
Sch. Scand. t. i, Sir, your very devoted. 1888 Bryce Amer. 
Commw. III. xevi. 348 These democratic institutions have 
■' cost the life workofthousands of devotedmen. ; 
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b, with to. 

1600 E. Blount tr. Conest aggio Ded. A ij, A Gentleman 
most sincerely devoted to your Honor. 1634 Peacham 
Genii. Exerc. 13 A Gentleman of this Land wholly devoted 
to Puritanisme. 1791 Mrs. Radclifke Rom . Forest i, Her 
heart was devoted to La Motte. 1848 Macaulay H ist. Eng ; 
XL 115 Devoted as Queensberry had always been to the 
cause of prerogative. 

3 . Formally or surely consigned to evil or de- 
struction ; doomed. 

16 it Bible Deut. xiu. ry There shall cleave nought of the 
cursed [marg. deuoted] thing to thine hand. 1667 Milton 
P. L. v. 890 These wicked Tents devoted. 1700 Dryden 
Theodore § Hon. 124 He cheered the dogs to follow her who 
fled, And vowed revenge on her devoted head. 1718 Prior 
Solomon 11. 543 Round our devoted heads the billows beat. 
1741 Middleton Cicero II. vi. (ed, 3) 59 He leaves him . . 
a devoted victim to Milo. 177 7 Priestley Philos. Necess. 183 
All your violent declamation falls upon.. my devoted head. 
a 1862 Buckle Civiliz . (1869) III. i. 16 Another stprin burst 
on the devoted land. 1862 Trollope OrleyF. xiii. Though 
the heaven should fall on her devoted head. 

Devotedly, adv. [f. prec. -ih -ly 2 .] In a de- 
voted manner ; zealously, enthusiastically. _ 

1812 Shelley in Hogg Life (1858) II. 137 Believe how 
devotedly and sincerely I must now remain yours. 1820 
Southey Ode Portrait Bp. Heber 4 For this great end 
devotedly he went. Forsaking friends and kin. 1840 Miss 
Mitford in L’ Estrange Life III. vii. 109 Mary Duff, one 
of the Maries to whom Lord Byron was so devotedly at- 
tached. 1875 Jowett Plato (ed, 2) I. 47 He is a lover, and 
very devotedly in love. 

Devo*tedness. [f. as prec. 4 - -ness.] The 
quality of being devoted or zealously addicted, 

1668 H. More Div. Dial. i. xii. (1713) 23. I have very much 
wondred at the devotedness of some Mens Spirits to the 
pretence of pure Mechanism in the solving of the Phe- 
nomena of the Universe, a 1714 M. Henry in Spurgeon 
Treas. Dav. Ps.xxv. 5 To live a life of devotedness to God. 
1827 Hood Nat. 7 ales , Fall of Leaf [She] cherished him 
with all a woman’s devotedness. 1872 Liddon Elem . 
Relig. i. 19 This idea of religion as personal devotedness to 
God. 

Devotee (devotf). [An Eng. formation, from 
Devote v. or a. -1- -ee, after words like assignee , 
refugee, etc., in which this suffix came historically 
from Fr.-d of the pa- pple. Devotee may be looked 
upon as a re-fashioning of the sb. Devote, which 
was formerly used in the same sense : devote and 
devotee were used indifferently from c 1675 to 1725. 
(Cf. assign and assigjzee.) In early instances, 
writers or printers sometimes made devotie, as if 
a French feminine : cf. Devotee.] 

1 . gen. A person zealously devoted to a particular 
party, cause, pursuit, etc. ; a votary. 

1657-83 Evelyn Hist. Religion (1850) 1 . 22 Our atheistical 
devotees to Dame Nature. 1669 Racket Let. in Willis & 
Clark Cambridge (1886) II. 553, I was once an vn worthy 
member of your Bodie, and will be euer a most affectionat 
deuotee vnto it. a 1670 — A bp. Williams 11. § 212 (1693) 
230 A great Devotee to publick and private Prayer. 1676 
D’Urfey Mad. Fickle v. ii, Come, my witty Devottees of 
Venus. 1691 Wood Aik. Qxon. (R.) He [Edward Dyer] 
was esteemed by some a Rpsie-crueian, and a great devotee 
to Dr. Job Dee. 1788 Rtim A risietie’s Log. iv. §6. 98 A 
devotee of Aristotle. 1862 Burton Bk. Hunter ( 1863) 284 
As fanatical a devotee of vegetarianism. 1878 H. M. 
Stanley Dark Coni. II. xiii. 377 Re was a devotee to his 
duty. 

2 . spec. One zealously devoted to religion, or to 
some form of worship or religious observance ; one 
characterized by religious devotion, esp. of an ex- 
treme or superstitious kind. 

1645 Evelyn Diary (1879) L 2 °8 As much trudging up 
and downe of devotees. *698 Fryer Acc. E. India ty P. 220 
Those V essels set out to carry Devotees to Mahomet’s Tomb. 
171a Steele Sped. No. 354 Pi You. have described most 
sorts of Women. , but I think you have never yet said any- 
thing of a DevoUe. m A Devotie is one of those who disparage 
Religion by their indiscreet and unseasonable Introduction 
of the Mention of Virtue on all 'Occasions. 1748 Smollett 
Rod. Rand. xxv. ( 1812) 1, 171 A set of devotees in some parts 
of the East Indies who never taste flesh. 1780 Harris 
P/iilol. Enq. Wks. (1841) 503 He grew older, became .. 
from a profligate a devotee. 1852 Robertson Semi. ,Ser. 
in. xvi. 202 The highest form of religion was considered to 
be that exhibited by the devotee who sat in a tree until the 
birds had built their nests in his hair. 

Hence Bevoteelsm, the principles or practice of 
a devotee. 

1828 J. Hunter in C. More LifeSirT. More Pref. 56 The 
spirit of religious devotedsm which appears in his work. 
1852 Stone A. Ballou's Spirit Manif. vii. 93 Victims of 
these popular devoteeisms. 

t Devo*teless, a. Ohs. [f. Devote v. (?or 
sb.) + -less.] Without devotion ; un devout. 

1650 W. Brough Sacr. Prune. (1699) 169 He shall do God 
and thee, good service in these devote-lesse times. 1738 G. 
Smith Curious Relat. II. 216 To. .bend thy knees twice in 
thy Prayer, with a hundred devoteless wandring Thoughts. 

Devotely, obs. form of Devoutly. 
Devotement (dfvdk-tment), £f. Devote v, + 

-MENT.] 

1 . The action of devoting, or fact of being de- 
voted; devotion, dedication. 

[1604 Shaks. Oth. h. iii. 322 He hath deuoted, and giuen 
vp himselfe to the 'Contemplation, marke, and denotement 
of her parts and Graces. (So Fol. 1; Qq. and Fol. 2 
denotement.)] 1621 Ainsworth Annot. Pentat. Lev. xxvii. 
29 A devotement was more than a simple vow, where- 
of there might be redemption, but things devoted had 
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no redemption. <21678 Woodiiead Holy Living (1688) 217 
A devotement and a dedication of themselves . . to God is 
then made. 1749 Hurd Notes on Bor. Art. of Poetry (T.), 
Her [Iphigenia's] devotement was the demand of Apollo. 
1809 Southey in Q. Rev. I, 223 The self-denial and the 
self-devotement of apostles. 1827 Sir W, Hamilton in Life 
I. 272 A moderate devotement of time. 1852 Wayland 
Mem. Judson (1853) L *• 2 9 His own personal devotement 
to the missionary cause. _ 

f 2 . concr. Something devoted ; a votive offering. 

Ohs. rare. 

1799 E. King Munimenia Antiq. I. Pref. 19 'XvaB^oara, 
consecrated devotements. . inscribed with Greek Letters. 

f Devo’teness. Ohs. [f. Devote a. + -ness.] 

Devoutness, devotedness. 

1606 G. W[oodcocke] tr. Hist. Ivstine Ggj a, There are two 
things which are desired of excellent Princes, Deuotenesse 
at home, valor in Warre. 

De voter (di'vJ'itai). [f. Devote v. 4* -ee 1 .] 

f I. A votary, a devotee. (Cf. Devotress.) Obs. 
rare. 

[1599 Sandys Enropse Spec. (1632) 4 Where one doth pro- 
fesse himselfe a Devoto or peculiar servant of our Lord; 
whole Townes . . are the Devoti of our Ladie ] Quoted 
1634 by Sir M. Sandys Ess. 196 Where one doth professe 
himselfe a Devoter, or peculiar Servant of our Lord, whole 
Towns . . are Devoters of our Lady. 

2 . One who devotes. 

1828 in Webster ; and in later Diets. 

Devoterer, corrupted form of advoterer , Adul- 
terer. (Cf. Devoutour.) 

1550 Becon Gov. Virtue Early Wks. C1843I 450 The man 
that breaketh wedlock with another man's wife, .let him be 
slain, both the devoterer [ed. 1566 advoterer] and the ad- 
vQUteress. 

t Devote'SSe* Ohs. rare. [f. Devote sb. 1 +• 
-ess : cf. Devota, Devote.] A female devotee. 

1658 Bramhall Consecr. Bps. viii. 193 Are not Governants, 
and Devotesses, besides ordinary maidservants, women? .. 
Let themselves be Judges whether a Woman a wife, ora 
Woman a Governant or a Devotesse, be more properly to be 
ranged under the name. 

Devotion (div^h'Jbn), sb. Also 3-6 -cion, 
-oun, -un, -cyon, etc., 5-6 -tioun(e, 6 -syon. 
[a. OF. devocion, ~ciun, -Him (12th c. in Littre), 
inod.F. divotion » Pr. devotio , Cat. devociS, Sp. 
devocion , It. devozione , all early ad. L. devotion-em, 
n. of action from devovere to devote. 

The order of development of the senses in L. was fi) the 
action of devoting or consecrating (to good or evil) by vow, 
(2) the condition of being devoted (to something good), de- 
votedness, loyalty, fealty, allegiance, {3(1 in Christian use) 
devotion to God and his service, piety, religious zeal. Only 
the Christian use passed from ecclesiastical L. into the 
Romanic langs. in the Middle Ages, and appears (with 
various extensions) in ME. from OF. After the Renascence, 
the etymological sense ‘ action of devoting * appeared in It, 
Fr», and Eng., at first only in reference to religious matters ,; 
in the 16th c. the word was extended to secular persons and 
things ; this is specially noticed as a novelty in French in 
1578 by H. Estienne (see Hatz.-Darm.). As all the senses 
are now in Eng., a logical arrangement without regard to 
history would follow the order, 8 (including 4) ; 5 (with 6); 
1 (with 2, 3) ; 7.] 

I. In religious use : appearing in ME. from 
ecclesiastical L., through OF. 

1 . The fact or qualify of being devoted to religious 
observances and duties ; religious devotedness or 
earnestness ; reverence, devoutness. 

a 1225 Ancr. R. 368 pet ocSer ]?ing is heorte J?eauwes, de- 
uociun, reoufulnesse, merci .. and oSre swuche uertuz. 
<11300 Cursor M. 10123 heading (GQtt.) Listens now wid 
gode deuocion. 1340 Hampole Pr. Consc. 3459 When J?o u 
says praier or orison With over Xitel devocion. <11400 
Maundev. (Roxb.) x. 40 pai syng Jmire messez with grete 
deuocioun. c 1400 Rom. Rose 5147 But unto Love I was so 
thralle..So that no devocioun Ne hadde I in the sermoun 
Of dame Resoun. 1559 W. Cunningham Cosmogr. Glasse 
195 The Sepulcher of Mahomet, which the Turkes go to 
visite wyth great devotion. 1602 Shaks. Ham. iii. i. 47 
With Deuotions visage, And pious Action, we do sugar o’re 
The diuell himselfe. 1710 Prideaux Orig. Tithes iv. 171 
Ethelwulf took a journey of Devotion to Rome. 1848 
Macaulay Hist. Eng. I. 199 The austere devotion which 
gave to his court the aspect of a monastery. 1854 Faber 
Growth in Holiness xxii. (1872) 421 In theology, ‘devotion* 
means a particular propension of the soul to God, whereby 
it devotes itself to the worship and service of God, 
b. Constr. to, toward a deity, etc. 

C1384 Chaucer //, Fame 11. 158 In somme recompensacion 
Of labour and devocion That thou hast had . . To Ciipido. 
1483 Caxton G. de la Four Hvj, This good lady had grete 
deuocion toward this hooly man and prophete. 1685 H. 
More Paralip. Prophet, 244 Extravagant Devotion towards 
the Martyrs and their R cliques. 1852 Rock Ch. of Fathers 
III. 1. 241 Nothing, could be warmer than Catholic England s 
devotion to the Blessed Virgin Mary. 

t c. A feeling of devout reverence or awe. Obs. 

a 1225 Ancr. R. 286 Amidde |>e redunge . . J>eonne cumeS 
up a deuociun & tet is wurS monie bonen. x6ox Holland 
Pliny I. gr All is still and silent, like the fearful! horror in 
desert wildernesse ; and as men come neerer and neerer vnto 
it, a secret deuotion ariseth in their hearts, 
t d. A devout impulse or desire, Obs. 

c 1489 Caxton Sonnes o/Aymon vii, 156 Charlemagne was 
at Parys, and cam to hym a devocyon for to goo in pilgrym- 
age to saynt James In Gales. <<1533 Ld. Berners Huon 
cxviL 4*9 A deuosyon take me to go a pylgremage to the 
holy, sepulture.' 

2. Religious worship or observance ; prayer and 
praise; divine worship, bi spec. '{k. C. Chi) 
Worship directed to a special object, e. g. the 
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Sacred Heart, Precious Blood, etc. e. An act of 
worship ; now only in //., worship, ' prayers d. 
A form of prayer or worship, intended for private 
or family use. 

1340 Hampqle Pr. Consc. 7252 For na devocyone Of 
prayer, ne almusdede, ne messe, May {jam help, c 1385 
Chaucer L. G. PK 1017 Dido, Ther Dido was in hire de- 
vocyoun. a 1450 Knt. de la Tour (1868) 137 Her sail Iter or 
other bokes of deuocion. c 1470 Henry Wallace vj. 127 
■Quhen sadly thai had said thar deuotioune. 1493 [See 
Devotioner], 1348 Hall Chron. 126 The churches were 
seldome used for devocion. _ 159a Shaks . Rom. <$■ Jul. iv. L 
41 God sheild : I should disturbe Deuotion. 1624 Donne 
(title 1 Devotions upon Evangelical Occasions. 1632 Lith- 
gow Trav. iv. 143 At their devotion, they will not tollerate 
any women. 1678 Lady Chaworth in 12 th Rep. Hist . 
MSS. Comm. App. v. 52 The Queen . . goeiug to Somersett 
House to her devotions. 1710 Lend. Gas. No. 4671/1 To 
assist at an established Devotion. 17x1 Steele Sped. No. 
79 f 8 If they, .read over so many Prayers in six or seven 
Books of Devotion. 1763 J. Brown Poetry 4- Mus. xii. 
21 1 Church Music in Italy, .is considered more as a Matter 
of Amusement than Devotion. 1838 Hawthorne Pr. 4* It. 
Jruls. (1872) I. 8 We saw several persons kneeling at their 
devotions.^ 1867 Freeman Alarm. Conq. (1876) I. vi. 456 
He sent him a splendid book of devotions. 1876 J. P. Norris 
Rudim. Theol. 1. iv. 70 Devotion, by which we mean the 
soul’s communion with ^ God. 1879 E. Waterton P iotas 
Mariana Brit. n. 156 The Bead-Psalter.. was the popular 
devotion to our Ladye. 1885 Cath. Diet. 393/1 The special 
and formal devotion to the Heart of Jesus, -owes its origin 
to a French Visitation nun. 

+ d. An object of religious worship. Obs. 

(But this sense is not very certain, the meaning of the 
quots. being in every case doubtful.) 

1380 Sidney Arcadia (1622) 277 Dametas began to speake 
his loud voice, to looke big, to march vp and downe.. swear- 
ing by no meane deuotions, that the walles should not keepe 
the coward from him. x6u Bible Acts xvli. 21 As I passed 
by and beheld your deuotions {margin Or, gods that you 
worship ; Or. crefiacwaTa, Vulg. simulachra, Wyclif symu- 
lacris, maumetjs, Rhem. Idols], a 1625 Fletcher Double 
Marriage iv. iv, Churches and altars, priests, and all de- 
votions, Tumbled together into one rude chaos. 

1 3 - An offering made as an act of worship, an 
oblation ; a gift given in charity, alms. Obs. 

JV 1400 Beryn 134 To make hir offringis Rqte as hir devo- 
cioune was of sylvir hroch and ryngis.] 154a Udall Erasm. 
Apoph. 11. 11877) 325 To contribute, .towardes a sacrifice. . 
other follies geuing their deuocion towardes it. 1532 Bk. Com. 
Prayer Communion, Then shal the Churche wardens .. 
gather the deuocion of the people. 1581 Pettie Guazzo's 
Civ , Conv. i. 11386) 43 There commeth on a time to crave 
his devotion, a poore old man. 1626 L. Owen Running 
Reg . 68 In the lid there is a hole, for people to put their 
Deuotion in. 1662 Bk. Com. Prayer Communion, The alms 
for the poor, and other devotions of the people. 

4 . The action of devoting or setting apart to 
a sacred use or purpose ; solemn dedication, con- 
secration. 

[A Renascence sense, but connecting itself with the earlier 
religious uses.] 

_ 1502 Ord. Crysten Men (W. deW. 1506) v.vi. 408 Deuocyon 
is as moche to say as dedycacyon, or to be ordeyned to serue 
god and hym prayse. 1637-61 Heylin Hist. Ref. 11. 35 He 
built two Altars, the one . . by the Lord’s appointment, the 
other .. of his own devotion. 1879 Loftie Ride in Egypt 
145 Sometimes the inscription records the devotion of some 
town or place to a divinity. 

II. In non-religious use ; introduced in 16th c. 
from ancient L. through It. and Fr. 

5 . The quality of being devoted to a person, cause, 
pursuit, etc,, with an attachment akin to religious 
devotion ; earnest addiction or application ; en- 
thusiastic attachment or loyalty. 

a*S 30 Wolsey in Foxe A. 4* M. (1583) 900/2 For the sin- 
gular deuotion, whych you beare towardes the kynge andhys 
affaires. 1377 Harrison England 11. v. (1877) 1.1x7 But vnto 
this also I haue no great deuotion. 1393 Shaks. Rich. II, 1. L 
31 In the deuotion of a subjects loue. 1604 — Oth. v. i. 8, 
I haue no great deuotion to the deed. 1607 — Cor. 11. ii. 
21 Hee seekes their hate with greater deuotion, then they 
can render it him. 1726 Leqni tr. Albertis Archit, Life 5 
Lewis had a very great devotion for the Annuntxata of 
Florence [a church]. 1830 D’Israeli Chas. /, III. vi. 100 
This fervid devotion to art in Charles. 1865 Miss Braddon 
Only a Clod I. 9 To attach themselves with slavish devotion 
to some brutal master. 

f 0 . Devoted or attached service ; command, dis- 
posal. T# be at the. devotion at a person’s 
devotion, etc. [F. itre h la devotion de quelqifun, 

1 6th c. in Lithe], to be entirely devoted to him 
or her. Obs. 

*558 in Strype Ann. Ref. I. n. App. iv. 5 Men known 
to be sure at the queen’s devotion. 1368 Grafton Chron. 
II. 1300 'Considering the multitude of them which is 
come to his majesties devotion. 1381 Mulcaster Po- 
sitions xix. (1887) 80 When they had their whirling 
gigges under the devotion of their scourges, xfioo E. 
Blount tr. Conestaggio 92 He drew all he coulde to the 
Catholique Kings devotion. 1623 Bingham Xenophon 04 
Shipping is readie now, and at your deuotion. 1635 R. 
Bolton Cotnf. A0. Consc. i. 139 He stood now before them 
in bonds, at their mercy and devotion as they say. 1709 
■Steele & Swift Toiler No. 68 F 3 A' little of which [wax] 
he puts upon his Fore-finger, and that holds the Die in 
the Box at his Devotion. 1759 Robertson Hist. Scott. 1 , 1. 
64 The eight ecclesiastics ..were entirely at the king's de- 
votion. 1794 Burke Pref. to Brissof s A ddress Wks.VII. 315 
The sans culottes, or rabble.. were wholly at the devotion 
of those incendiaries, and received their daily pay. 1839 
Times 13 May in Spirit Metrop. Conserv. Press (1840) 
I. 337 Such channels as were,' at the devotion of the 
minister.,: ’ .. ■ 


f Tb. cpxxsi-concr. Ohs. 

1370-6 Lambarde Peramb Kent. (1826) 213 Such as were 
of the devotion of the Earle. 

t 7 . That to which a person’s action, or a thing, 
is devoted ; object, purpose, intent. Obs . 

1394 Shaks. Rich. Ill , iv. i. 9 Whither away ? Anne. No 
farther then the Tower, and as I guesse, Vpon the like de- 
uotion as your selues. 1646 J. Gregory Notes <$• Ohs. 11650) 
27 The devotion of the Rev erse [of the Coyne] is to celebrate 
the.. victory of Augustus over all xEgypt. 

8 . The action of devoting or applying to a parti- 
cular use or purpose. 

x86x M. Pattison Ess. (1889“) I. 31 The devotion of a few 
pages toil. 1885 Pall Mall G. 19 Mar. 5/1 The devot ion of 
half a million to the carrying out of railway construction. 

t Devotionair. Obs. rare. A variant of De- 
votionary with Fr. ending -aire. 

a 1734 North Lives II. 195 Chief Justice Hales, a profound 
common lawyer, and both devotionair and moralist. 

Devotional (dzW*‘ Jbnal), a. (and sb.) [f. De- 
votion Sb. + -AL.] 

1 . Of, pertaining to, of the nature of, or charac- 
terized by, religious devotion, or the exercise of 
worship (see Devotion i, 2). 

1648 Eikon Bas. 1x7 Apt for that^ Devotional compliance 
and juncture of hearts, which I desire to bear in those holy 
Offices. 1664 H. More Myst. Iniq. 257 That high act of 
Religion and devotional Love which is due to him. 1678 
Cudworth Intell. Syst. 364 There is another Devotional 
Passage, cited out of Euripides, which conteins a clear ac- 
knowledgment of One Self-existent Being. 1769 J. Gillies 
{title) Devotional Exercises on the New Testament. 1841 
W. Spalding Italy # It. I si. II. 247 The devotional spirit 
of the older masters. 1859 {title) Devotional Helps for the 
Seasons of the Christian Year. x86o Froude Hist. Eng. 
VI. 244 Contrasting the vexations of the world with the 
charms of devotional retirement. 

2 . Belonging to, or arising from, devotion or 
enthusiastic attachment to a person, etc. rare. 

1677 Gilpin Demonol lyZ&j) 168 Men are apt to subscribe 
to anything he shall say, from a blind devotional admiration 
of the parts wherewith he is endowed. 

fB. sb. A devotional composition; a form of 
prayer or worship. Obs. rare. 

1639 G auden Tears of Church 87 In their disputings 
against the Devotionals of the Church of England. 

Hence Bevo'fcionalism, devotional character ; 
Bevo-tionalist, one given to (religious) devotion, 
a devotee ; Devoticmality, Devoiionalness, the 
quality of being devotional. 

1673 H. More App. Antid. 25 This Image was the Object 
of the kissing, with all the exteriour devotionalness used 
therein. 1736 H. Coventry Phil, to Hyd. Conv. 1. (T.)The 
complete image of a French devotionalist. 1829 Blacfcw. 
Mag-. XXV. 600 Lord Pitsligo was of the first class of de- 
votionalists. c 1849 Clough Poems 4* Prose Rem. (1869) I. 
299X0 believe that religion is, or in any way requires, de- 
votionality, is, if jnot the most noxious, at least the most 
obstinate form of irxeligion. 1850 Robertson Life <$• Lett. 
1. 327, 1 should not say that devotionality was the character- 
istic of Channing’s mind. 1839 Sat. Rev. VII. 31/2 Mr. 
Gladstone’s particular variety of sentimental devotionallsm. 
1883 J. Hatton in Harper's Mag. Nov. 833/x To take in the 
eclecticism of Greek art, the devotlonalism of the Mediaeval. 

Devotionally (dzwu-jboali), adv. [f. Devo- 
tional a. + -ly In a devotional manner ; in the 
way of (religious) devotion. 

x668 H. More Div. Dial. n. xiv. (1713) 131 By studiously 
and devotionally quitting.. his own animal desire thro’ an 
intire purification of his Spirit. 1694 Kettlewell Comp. 
Persecuted 133 Read, not only for Instruction, but Devo- 
tionally, as Hymns to God. 1891 T. Mozley The Son xxxu. 
206 IF people would.. read portions of Scripture carefully, 
thoughtfully, and devotionally, every day of the year. 

t Bevoirionary, a. and sb. Obs. [f. Devotion 
^. + -aryL] 

A. adj. Pertaining to (religious) devotion ; de- 
votional. 

1631 J. Burges A nsw. Rejoined App. 108 Such priuate 
deUotionary prayers. 17x3 M. Davies Atken. Brit . I. 2x9 
The first Popish . . Confessor . .that liv’d in Private Families, 
and regulated their Devotionary Conduct. 1808 Southey 
Lett.fr. Spain I. 264 This was a fashionable devotionary 
receipt. 

B. sb. A person characterized by religious de- 
votion; = Devotee 2. 

1660 .Waterhouse Anns 4> Arm. xx 6 [They] haue rifled 
Academies, and disbanded Con vents of Devotionaries. a x6qo 
Hacket A bp. Williams 11. (1692) 51 A crew of bawds and 
gamesters might have set up a standing with less prejudice 
than these devotionaries. 

b. gen . One devoted or addicted to something ; 
*= Devotee i. 

1671 True Nottconf. 26 The great Devotionaries of ease. 

DevO'tionate, a. rare . [f. Devotion, after 
affectionate , compassionate, etc. : see -ate 2 .] Full 
of devotion, devout. 

1864 Sir J. K. James Tasso (1865) II. xm. Ixx, To God 
raised up devotionate appeal. 

Devo*tioner. rare. [f. Devotion + -er 2 : cf. 
missioner.'] A member of a guild of devotion ; 
a devotion ary. 

1883 Ch. Times ax Sept. 655/4 The wives of the devotioners 
[Brethren of ‘ the devocyon of the Ma^se of Ihu.’, at Reading, 
1493] were honoured with the highest seats or pews next to 
the mayor’s wife’s seat. 

Uevo’tionist. [f. Devotion -f -ist.] One 
who formally professes or practises devotion, 
a 1656 Bp. Hall Soliloq. 73 (T.) There are certain zealous 


devotionists, which abhor all set forms and fixed hours of 
Invocation. 1676 R. Dixon Two Test. To Rdr. 12 Whining 
Devotionists, floating in their blind and zealous Formalities. 
X755 T. Amory Mem. 1x769.) II. 193 Those doating devotion- 
ists of Christendom. 

Devo*tionize, v. nonce-wd. [See -ize.] trans. 
To convert to devotional use. 

1894 Scott. Leader x Mar. 3 Another great fault is the 
author’s tendency to devorionize everything. 

t Bevo*tioiLS 5 a. Obs. rare. [a. F. divotieux, 
in 15th c. devocieus, -eux, f. devotion : see -gds.J 
Full of devotion, devoted. Hence f Bevoidotxsly 
adv., t D evo tiousness . 

1583 in Sir J. Melvil Mem. (1735'' 303 By secret and mutual 
Conference of devotions and discreet Instruments. _ 1621 
Lady M. Wroth Urania 124 Our affectionate semices .. 
shall euer .. bee most deuotiouslie obseruing to your com- 
mands. a 1660 Hammond Wks. I. 234 (R.) By which ’tis 
clear what notion they had of edeAo&fiTqaKeia, to wit, that of 
devotiousness, piety. 

f Bev©*tist„ Obs. [f. Devote a. + -ist ; cf. 
devotee .] A devotee. 

1641 J. Johnson Acad. Love 85 AH such Devotists we en- 
list in the Hall of Musicke. 1673 Ogilby Brit. 52 Shafts- 
bury . . here King Edward 2d . . was Interr’d , . his Shrine 
afterwards was so visited by Devotists that the Town for a 
time bore his Name. 

+ BevO’tiv©, a. and sb. Obs. rare. [f. L. devdt- 
ppl. stem : see Devote v. and -ive.] 

A. adj. Characterized by devotion ; ready to 
devote (himself). 

x6o8 W. Wilkes 2 nd Memento Mag. 0 A King, .so respec- 
tiue of publike good, and deuotiue to the seruice of God. 

B. sb. A person who devotes himself, a De- 
votee. 

1608 W. Wilkes and Memento Mag. ix The holy consort 
of Gods deuotiues. 

t Bevoto (dzvJu'ti?), sb. Obs. PI. -oes, -o*s, 
-os ; also (as in It) -i. [a. It. or Sp. devoto , de- 

voted, devout L. devotus ; cogn. with OF. devot. 
Mi. divot, and thus with Devout and Devote a. and 
sb. The corresp. feminine is Devota.] 

A person zealously devoted to religion or re- 
ligious observances, or to the service of a cause, 
person, etc. ; a devotee. 

1399 Sandys Europse Spec. (1605) A iv, Where one pro- 
fesseth himself a devoto or peculiar servant to [ed. 1632, of J 
our Lord, whole towns sometimes . . are the Devoti of our 
Ladie. 1633 Gurnall Chr. in Arm. xv. (1669) 163/x As 
doubtfully . . as the Devil did [speak] in his Oracles to his 
Devoto’s. 1678 Cudworth Intell. Syst. 1. iii. 138 Such De- 
votees to the heavenly bodies as look upon all other stars 
as petty deities, but the Sun as the supreme Deity, a 1694 J. 
Scott Wks. (17x8) II. 373 The Devotes of all religions. 17x2 
Arbuthnot John. Bull 11. ii, Which gave rise to two great 
parties among the wives — the Devotoes. .and the Hitts. 

f Devcrtor. [C£ Devoter.] —prec. (for which 
it may be a misprint). 

X648 Jos. Beaumont Psyche ix. 123 This done : His sacred 
Hand He lifted up, And round about on his Devotor’s dealt 
His bounteous blessing. [Quoted by R. as devoto' s.\ 

t Bevo-tory, a. Obs. rare. [ad. L. type *de- 
volori-zts, f. devot or he who devotes : see Devotee. 
and -ory.] Having the function of devoting ; see 
Devote v. 3. 

1652 Gaule Magastrom. 279 Thereupon the Chaldseans 
set up an imprecatory and devotory libell. 

Devotour, corrupt f. Adulter : see Devoutoub. 
f Bewtress. Obs. [f. Devoter : see -ess.] 
A female devotee ; a votaress. 

1624 Gag for Pope 68 Nuns and other deuotresses. 166a 
Evelyn Chalcogr. 20 Aristotle mentions Daphne a certain 
Devotresse of Apollo. 1689 J. Carlisle Fortune Hunters 
35 Cruel Devotress, will you rob the World Of the but one 
sweet Angel they have left To add to those vast Millions 
are above ? 

t Bevouation. Obs. In 5 -aeioun, [app. f. 
F. divouer to devote by a vow : see -ation.] 
The act of vowing, a vow. 

1428 E. E. Wills (1882) 81 Y woll thet myne Executours. . 
parfourme forth my deuouaciouns forth as I was wonte. 

t Bevonement. Obs. [a. F. divommmt 
(i5-i6th c. in Hatz.-Darm.), f. divouer : see 
Devow.] The act of devoting ; devotion. 

x6xx Speed Hist. Gt. Brit. ix. xii. 108 The worthy devoue- 
ment of some Calisian Townesmen to that certaine peril!. 

Be war (dzvaua*Jt), v. Also 4-6 devoure, 5. 
-vowxe, -vowryn, -vouir, -wore, 6 devore, 
-vower, -voir(e. [a. OF. devorer (stressed stem 
devur-, devottr-) — Fr. and Sp .devorar, It. devorare, 
ad. L. devorare to swallow down, f. Dr- 1 . 1 ■+ vordre 
to swallow, gulp.] (Formerly often with up.) 

X. properly. ;■ 

I. To swallow or eat up voraciously, as a beast 
■of prey ; to make a.' prey of, to prey upon. ' 

c 13x5 Shoreham 29 He soffreth no^t to be to-trede. And 
of bestes devoured. CX400 Maundev. (Roxb.) xiii. 55 Of 
Babiloyne sail a nedder comme, hat sail deuoure all he 
wefld. c 1430 Lvna Chickev. <$• Bye. in Dodsley 0. PL XII. 
334 Wherfor Bycom this cruel beste will us devouren at the 
test. 1494 Fabyan Chron. vii. xa He. .was of wylde bestes 
or Woluys slayne or deuouryd. 1559 Mirr. Mag., J. Cade 
xxi, Set aloft for vermine to deuower. 1588 A.. King tr. 
Canisius* Catech. Prayers 36 The dragon with his mouthe 
oppin reddy to deuoire ws. 1650 Trapp Comm., Pentat. L 
70 Like enough to devour up both men and beasts, xqzst 
Sewel Hist. Quakers (1795) 1 . 11. 120 Turned as a wolf to 
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devour the lambs. 1869 Tennyson Coming of A rtkur 27 
And. ever and anon the wolf would steal The children and 
devour. 

absol x6xo Shaks. Temp. m. 111. 84 Brauely the figure of 
this Harpie hast thou Perform’d \my Ariel!) : a grace it had, 
deuouring. 

2 . Of human beings : a. To eat greedily, eat up, 
consume or make away with, as food. b. spec. To 
eat like a beast, to eat ravenously or barbarously. 

a. 1382 Wyclif Rev. x. 9 He seide to me, Take the book, 
and deuoure it. 2480 Caxton Chron. Eng:, ccxxxix. 265 
Than they wente vnto the dukes place of lancastre. .that 
was callyd the sauoy, and ther they deuoured and destroyed 
al the goodes. 2586 B. Young tr. Guazzo's Civ. Com), iv. 
187 On Shroftuesdaie night I devoured so much, that y* 
next daie I had no stomacke to eate anie thing at all. 1833 
Ht. Martineau Mafic k. Strike x. 210 To devour their meals 
hastily, as if their time were not their own. 1842 A. Combe 
Physiol. Digestion (ed. 4) 240 We never eat more than 
enough. We never devour lobsters, or oysters, or salmon. 

b. 1603 Knolles Hist. Turks (1621) 442 A great feeder, 
so that he seemed rather to devour his meat than to eat 
it. 162 * Bible Ecclus. xxxi. x6 Eate as it becommeth a 
man. .and deuoure not, lest thou be hated. 1719 X>e Foe 
Crusoe II. ii. 28 The poor creatures rather devoured than 
ate it. 

II. transf. With consume as the main notion. 

3 . Of a person or personal agent: To consume 
destructively, recklessly, or wantonly ; to make 
away with, waste, destroy (substance, property, or 
fig. its owners). Obs. exc. in bibl. language. 

a 1340 Hampole Psalter Cant. 511 Him bat deuours pe 
pore in hidil. 1382 Wyclif Ps. xxxiv. 25 Ne sei thei, wee 
shal devouren hym. 138a — Luke xv. 30 This thi sone, 
which deuouride his substaunce with hooris. c 1386 Chaucer 
Reeve's T. 66 He wolde his joly blood honoure. Though 
that he schulde holy chirche deuoure. 1393 Langl. P. PI. C. 
XVH. 280 Lxghtliche bat h«i leue loseles hit deuouren. c 1460 
Fortescue Abs. 4 Lim. Mon. iii. (1885) TI 5 The reaume of 
Englonde. .wolde be than a pray to all of>er nacions bat 
wolde conqwer. robbe, and deuouir it. 1655 Stanley Hist. 
Philos, r. (1701) 23/1 If any one maintain not his Parents, 
let him be infamous, as likewise he that devours his patri- 
mony. < 2657 J. Smith Myst. Rhet. x 9 So we say of some 
Guardians, They . have devoured the Orphans, intimating 
the Orphans* patrimony. 

b. with the sense swallow up more or less pre- 
sent : cf. 5. 

1382 Wyclif Mark xii. 40 Scribis . . whiche deuouren the 
housis of widewis. 1526 Pilgr. Per/. (W. de W. 2531) 140 
Ye. .rape and deuourthe almes and sustenaunce of the poore 
seruauntesof god. 1603 Marston Ant. t? Mel. 1. Wks. 1856 
I. xi She. .Inticeth princes to devour heaven, Swallow omni- 
potence, out-stare dread fate. 1697 Dryden Virg. Past. 
in. 6 Thou, Varlet, dost thy Master’s gains devour. 1836 
Hoa. Smith Tin Trump. (1876) 144 Wherever Religion has 
been the mother of wealth the daughter has invariably de- 
voured the parent. 

t c. To make a prey of, treat with rapine. Oh* 
2530 Palsgr. 515/1 He hath devoured twenty maydens 
and wyves agaynst their wylles in his dayes. C1540 in 
Knox Hist. Ref. Wks. 1846 I. 73 Seikand Christes peple to 
devoir. 2547 Salesbury Welsh Diet ., Teisto morwyn , 
devoure a mayden. 

f d. To despoil (a person) 3/* (substance) by con- 
suming it, Obs. rare~\ 

2545 Brinklow Compl. iv. (1874) 17 Let them make good 
defence, that their poore neyhbors. , be not deuouryd of their 
corne and grasse. 

4 . Of inanimate agencies : To consume, destroy. 
Said esp. of fire, sword, pestilence, or other agencies 
which claim numerous victims. 

c 2374 Chaucer Anel. <§• A rc. 14 This old story. .That eild 
. . hath nigh devoured oute of my memory. 1382 Wyclif 
Joel ii. 3 Before the face of hym fijr deuourynge, and after 
hym brenyng flawme. 1393 Gower Conf. I. 339 So that no 
life shall be socoured, But with the dedely swerd devoured. 
1538 Starkey England 1. ii. 46 Etyn away, dayly de- 
uouryd and consumyd by commyn syknes and dysease. 
*579 Gosson Sch. Abuse (Arb.) 39 Stir lupiter to anger to 
send vs a Stroke that snal deuoure vs. 1632 Needham 
tr. Selden's Mare Cl. 266 The Earth did not bring forth its 
Fruits,, but devoured very many people by famine. 1663 
Sir T. Herbert Trav. (1677) 220 But the Monument, .is 
not now to be seen, for Time has devoured it. 1667 Milton 
P. L. xii. 183 Haile mixt with fire must rend th’ Egyptian 
Skie And wheel on th* Earth, devouring where it rouls. 
«x7ii Ken Hymnotheo Poet. Wks. 1721 III, 300 Their 
Beings no Corruption can devour, Annihilate by sole 
boundless Power. 1853 Fr. A. Kemble Rest'd. in Georgia 
6$ The flames devouring the light growth. 1874 Stubbs 
Const . Hist. I. iv. 6i Whom the sword spared famine and 
pestilence devoured. 

III. With swallow as the main notion. 

5 . Of water, the earth, etc. : To swallow up, 
engulf. 

*555 Eden Decades 92 He had seene many Culchas de- 
uoured of whirlepoles. 1590 Shaks. Mids. N. 1. i. 148 
The iawes of darknesse do deuoure it vp. 1602 Marston 
Antonio's Rev. iv. iv. Wks. 1856 I. 128 The very ouze, 
The quicksand that devours ail miserie. 16x4 Raleigh 
Hist. World II. iv. i. §4. 135 Those that tooke the Sea, 
were therein deuoured ere they recouered them. 1783 
Crabbk ViUage t. Wks. 1834 II. 79 The ocean roar Whose 
greedy waves devour the lessening shore. 

6. Of persons : a. To take in greedily and with 
eagerness the sense of(a book, discourse, or thelike). 

1381 Pettie tr. Guazzo's Civ. Conv. 11. (1586)63 They have 
devoured all sortes of bookes, 1604 Shaks Oth. 1. xii. 150 
She l a come againe, and with a greedie eare Deuoure vp 
my discourse. 2647 Trapp Comm, Epistles 530 Ministers 
must so devour and digest the holy Scriptures, that [etc ]. 
*753 A. Murphy Gray' s-Inn Journ. No. 40 1* 2 Miss Vain* 
love devoured up these Expressions of Admiration with 
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a greedy Ear. 2833 Scott Quentin D. Introd., He devoured 
the story of the work with which he was engaged. 1831 
Brewster Newton (1855) I. i. 15 Devouring some favourite 
author. 2830 Kingsley Alt. Locke i. (1876) xi Missionary 
tracts, .how I devoured them. 1878 R. H. Hutton .Scott 
ii. 19 He learned Spanish and devoured Cervantes. 

b. To take in eagerly with the eyes ; to look 
upon with avidity. 

162 x Burton Anat. Mel. in. ii. 111.(1676)312/1 Drink to 
him with her eyes, nay drink him up, devour him, swallow 
him as Martial’s Mammurra is remembered to have done. 
1697 Dryden Virg. Georg. 11. 645 Early Visitants, With 
eager Eyes devouring . .The breathing Figures of Corinthian 
Brass. 27x8 Prior Solomon 11. 381 With an unguarded look 
she now devour’d My nearer face. 1870 Morris Earthly 
Par, II. ill. 57 His eyes devoured her loveliness. 1891 I. 
Zancwill Bachelors Club 186 The Doctor devoured her 
with his eyes. 

c. To absorb greedily or selfishly. 

1647-8C0TTERELL Davilcds Hist. Fr. (1678) n The House 

of Guise in a manner devoured all the Chief Employments 
of the State. 

d. To swallow or suppress within one s own 
breast (chagrin, grief, etc.). 

1650 Trapp Comm . Peniat. 1. 262 To persevere in prayer, 
and to devour all discouragements. 1820 Scott Abbot 
xxxviii, Catherine Seyton devoured in secret her own grief. 
1850 Prescott Peru II. 182 Devouring his chagrin as he 
best could. 

7 . Of things : a. To occupy (a person) so as to 
engross the attention ; to absorb. 

(Sometimes including the notion of consuming (4) or of 
swallowing up (5)) . ■ ^ . . , , 

1500-20 Dunbar Poems xiv. 81 Devont with dreme, aevys- 
ing in my slummer. 1608 Shaks. Per. iv. iv. 25 Pericles, in 
sorrow all devour’d, With sighs shot through, and biggest 
tears o’ershower'd, Leaves Tarsus and again embarks. 1715- 
20 Pope Ep. Addison 41 Poor Vadius,. long with learned 
spleen devour’d, Can taste no pleasure since his Shield was 
scour’d. 1863 Mrs. Oliphant Sal. Ch. xxi. 25 She walked 
home with Beecher, devoured by feverish hopes and fears. 
1865 M. Arnold Ess. Crit. ii. (1875) 79 Not to hold ideas 
of this kind a little more easily, to be so devoured by them, 
to suffer them to become crotchets. 

b. To absorb so as to do away with. 

1623 E. Tilman in Ellis Orig. Lett. Ser. 11. III. 244 The 
joy of the people devoured their mourning. 1875 Helps 
Ess., Pract. Wisd. 5 The large hands and feet of a dwarf 
seem to have devoured his stature. 

8. Phrases. i*a. To devour difficulties [F. divorer 
Us difficulty : to tackle and overcome difficulties 
with spirit. Obs. b. To devour the way, course, 
etc. [F. devorer Pespace ) ; to get over the ground 
with great rapidity. 

1597 Shaks, 2 Hen. IV, 1. i. 47 He seem’d in running, to 
deuoure the way, Staying no longer question. 1642 Rogers 
Naaman 128 She will hold close to her own tacklings and 
devour a great deale of difficulty. 1648 Sanderson Serni. Ad 
A itlam xvi. § 25 (1674) 230 He that setteth forth for the goal, 
if he will obtain, must resolve to devour all difficulties, and 
to run it out. a x66x Fuller Worthies (1840) III. 190 Wat 
Tyler was woundly angry with Sir JohnNewton, Knight., 
for devouring his distance, and not making his approaches 
mannerly enough unto him. 1725 Pope Odyss. VIII. 102 
N one. .swifter in the race devour the way. 1772 Pegge tr. 
Fitzstepheti s Descr. London 38 The signal once given, they 
[the horses] strike, devour the course [cursum rapiunt j, 
hurrying along with unremitting velocity. 1883 Holme 
Lee Loving <$• Serving II. xiii. 271 The strong black horse 
was very fresh, and devoured the road before him. 

Devoir rable, a. [f. Devour v. + -able: cf. 

1 6th c. F. devor devourable , L. devorabilis .] 
Capable of being devoured ; consumable. 

2603 Holland Pint arch's Mor. 11.X16 (L.) A clear and 
undebauch’d appetite renders every thing sweet and delight- 
ful to a sound body, and devourable. 26x5 Hieron Wks. 

I. 602 Fier burnes vp..such as is deuourable by it. 2725 
Sloane Jamaica II. 2 Any papers or other goods devour- 
able by them are put up in chests of this wood. 2826 Blackiu. 
Mag. XIX. 335 The editors, .seized on the devourable parts, 
and gave both islands a feast. 

Devourer (diVcmo-rai). Also 5 -our, -ar. [ME. 
devour our , a. AF. devor our = OF. devoreor , de- 
voreeur (12th c. in. Godef.) :-devoratdr-em , agent- 

II. from devor are to Devour.] 

1 . One who devours ; one who eats greedily or 
voraciously. 

2382 Wyclif Matt. xi. 29 A man deuourer, or glotoun. 
1398TREVISA Barth. DeP.R. xvm. Ixvi. (1495) 822 The lyon 
is a deuourer of meete wythout chewynge. 2399 Langl. 
Rich. Redeles iii, 371 Devourours of vetaile. 2535 Eden 
Decades 48 Men which are deuourers of mans flesshe. 1664 
Evelyn Kal. Hort. (1729) 209 Earwigs, .are cursed De- 
vourers. 2796 Morse Amer. Geog. I. 219 They, .move 
slowly, but reluctantly, towards the yawning jaws of their 
devourers. 1884 G, F. Braithwaite Salmonidae of 
Westmorland vi. 26 It is a devourer of the spawn of 
salmon. 

2 . transf. and fig. One who or that which con- 
sumes, destroys, swallows up, or absorbs. 

c 2385 Chaucer L. G. W. 2369 Hyp sip., Duk Iason Thou 
sly [v.r. sleer] deuourere . . Of tendere wemen. c 1470 Henry 
Wallace x. 402 Thou renygat deuorar off thi blud. 2580 
Baret Alv. u 624 An vnsatiable reader: a deuourer of 
bookes. 1586 T. B. La Primaud. Fr. Acad, 1. 622 Achilles 
offering great injuries to Agamemnon, .called him Devourer 
of the people. 2639 Gentl. Calling (1696) 82 Gaming, like 
a Quick Sand, swallows up a Man in a moment . . Hawks, 
and Hounds and Horses, &c. are somewhat slower devourers. 
1698 Wanley Wond. Lit , World in. xliv. §30. 228/1 The 
Eye that is the devourer of such beautiful Objects. 2890 
Spectator 7 June 799 The shallowest novel-devourer will 
find in it excitement enough. 


t Bevoirress. Obs. [short for devoureress , a. 
OF. devoureresse , - voreresse , fem. of devor ere, de- 
voreor Devourer.] A female devourer. 

2382 Wyclif Ezek. xxxvi. 13 Thou art a deuouresse of 
men. 1398 Yong Diana 428 The fierce deuouresse of my 
life approoued. .As fell in hart, as she is faire in face. 26x1 
Florio, Diuoratrice, a deuouresse. 

Devoirring, vbl. sb. [f. Devour v. +-ing h] 
The action of the verb Devour. 

2382 Wyclif Tobit x ii. 3 Me myself fro the deuouring of 
the fish he delyuerede. 1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. xiii. 
xxvi. (1495) 457 They byte other wyth vnre^onable swalow- 
ynge and deuourynge. 2577 B. Googe Beresback's Husb. 
iv, (1586) 187 b, Many times, they [bees] die of a disease 
that they call the great devouring.^ 2659 Genii. Calling 
(1696) 70 The more ravenous devourings of the Vulture. 

Devouring, ppL a. [i. Devour v. + -ing 2.] 

That devours, in various senses of the word. 

2382 Wyclif Isa. xxix. 6 Gretvois of whirlewind, and of 
tempest, and of fiaume of fijr deuourende [2388 fierdeuowr- 
nge]. 1390 Spenser F. Q. i. vii. 48 Blis biting Sword, and 
is devouring Speare. 1634 Sir T. Herbert Trav . 140 
Where the two famous Rivers Tygris. .and Euphrates., 
become one with the same devouring Gulph. 1724 R. Fal- 
coner Voy. (1769) 63 For fear some devouring Cieature 
should come and seize me. 1751 Jortin Serm. (1771) VII. i. 
21 Avoid the devouring deep. 1810 Southf.y Kehama 1. 
xiv, Devouring flames have swallow’d all. _ 28x8 Shelley 
Rev. Islam vin. xix, Ye are the spoil Which Time thus 
marks for the devouring tomb, 
lienee DevoirringTy adv. ; I3svoxrringness» 
1352 Huloet, Deuourynglye, voraciter. x6oo F. Walker 
Sp. Mandeville 23 a, It was a thing of admiration, to see 
how deuouringly he eat and drank. x6xx Florio, Di~ 
uoracitd, deuouringnesse, greedinesse._ 1837 Campbell in 
Athen&um xx Mar. 173/3 My Mauritanian beauties are 
devouringly fond of puppies. They gobble them up by 
litters in their couscousou. 1887 Mrs. C. Praed Bond of 
Wedlock I. vii. 184 His eyes fixed devouringly upon her. 

Devourment (dfvau® iment). [f. Devour v. 
+ -MENT,] The action of devouring or consuin- 
ing. 

1828 Blackiu. Mag. XXIII. 601 His faculties of devour- 
ment were next to boundless. 1841 J. T. Hewlett Parish 
Clerk II. 77 Supper announced to be ready for their ‘de- 
vourment . 1891 Fun 3 June 233/2 We approached the 

devourment of this book with the keenest relish. 

Devout (divairt), a. and sb. Forms : a. 3-5 
(6 Sc.) devot, 3-7 (9 arch.) devote, (4 devoste), 
6 Sc. devoit, divoit, divot. 8 . 3- devout, 4-5 
devowt(e, 4-6 devoute. [ME. devot , devout , a. 
OF. devot, devote (32th c. in Littre), * Pr. devot, 
Sp. devoto, It. divot 0, ad. L. devot-us devoted, given 
up by vow, pa. pple. of devovere to Devote. The 
close OF. 0 became the vowel ou (it) in ME., 
whence the modem diphthong ou ; but a form in 0, 
Sc. oi, was also in use : see Devote a.] 

1 . Devoted to divine worship or service ; solemn 
and reverential in religious exercises ; pious, reli- 
gious. 

a. a 1225 Ancr. R. 376 puruh aromaz, )>et beo5 swote, is 
understonden swotnesse of deuot heorte. c 2323 E. E. A Hit . 
P. A. 406 Be dep deuote in hoi mekenesse. c 1400 M aundev. 
(Roxb.) viii. 30 pai er deuote men and ledez pure lyf. 2533 
Stewart Cron. Scot. II. 567 Diuoit he wes with mony 
almous deid. 2349 Compl. Scot . (1872) 4 The deuot Kyng, 
Numa pompilius. 2651 [see Devote a.’}. 

/3 . 1297 R. Glouc. 11724) 369 In chyrche he was deuout 
ynou, 1382 Wyclif Ex. xxx v. 29 Alle men and wymmen with 
a deuowt mynde offerden 3iftis. c 1440 Promp. Parv. 120 
Devowte, devotus. a 1450 Knt.de la 7V«r(i868) 7 A shorte 
orison, saide with good devouute herte. c 3521 1 st Eng. 
Bk.Amer. (Arb.) Introd. 31/2 These people be very deuoute. 
2530 Palsgr. 310/1 Devoute, holy disposed to praye, deuot. 
2636 Sir H. Blount Voy. Levant (1637) 87 All the devouter 
sort (which are not many) goe to Church, and say their 
prayers. 1732 Law Serious C. i. (ed. 2) i He. .is the devout 
Man who lives no longer to his own will . . but to the sole 
will of God. 1865 M. Arnold Ess. Crit. ix. (18751 398 The 
devoutest of your fellow Christians. 2883 Froude Short 
Stud. IV. 11. ii. 185 Keble was a representative of the devout 
mind of England. 

t b. gen. Devoted, religiously or reverently 
attached (to a person or cause). Obs. 

c 2380 Wyclif Serm. Sel. Wks. 1. 1x3 God wolle have oure 
herte devoute to him wijjouten ende. c 1450 St. Cuthbert 
(Surtees) 6953 To saint cuthbert he was deuoute. 1609 
Bible (Douayi Comm. 201 Isaac was. .devout to God. 1659 
B. Harris ParivaVs Iron Age 205 Sir Thomas Wentworth 
. . became the most devout friend of the Church. 

2 . Of actions and things : Showing or expressing 
devotion ; reverential, religious, devotional. 

a. _ ^13^.0 Hampole Psalter, Cant. 502 pe deuot 5emyngis 
of his halighis. c 2300 BlowboVs Test, in H alii well Nugae 
Poet, 3 He wold syng Foure devoite masses at my biryng. 
a 2341 Barnes Wks. 3x8 (R.), To help mee wyth his deuote 
prayer. 2532 Abp, Hamilton Catech. (1884) 8 Faithful and 
devoit prayar. 1625- [see Devote a.]. 

£. c 2340 Hampole Prose Tr. 24 Deuoute prayers, feruent 
desires, and gostely meditacions. 1526 (title). The Pyl- 
grymage of Perfeccyon, a devoute Treatyse in Englysshe. 
2603 Knolles Hist. Turks (1621) 78 The devout warre, 
taken in hand for the reliefe of the poore Christians in 
Syria. 2667 Milton P.L. xi. 863 With uplifted hands, and 
eyes devout. 1763 John Brown Poetry $ Mus. xii. 2x4 
Our parochial Music, .is solemn and devout. 1841 Elphin- 
stone Hist . Ind. II. 347 In his writings, he affects the 
devout style usual to all Mussulmans. 

3 . Earnest, sincere, hearty. 

2828 Webster s.v.. You have my devout wishes for your 
safety. 2880 Mrs. Lynn Linton Rebel of Family I. v, The 
sanctity of caste, in which she. .was so devout a believer. 


DEVOUT, 
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DEW, 


B. as sb. + 1. A devotee. Obs. | 

[c 1440 Gesta Rom. xc ii. 419 (Add. MS.) This knyght had 
a good woman to wife, and a deuoute to oure iadie. ] 1616 
R. Sheldon Miracles Antichrist 247 (T.) Not . . the ordin- 
ary followers of Antichrist, but . . his special devouts. 1675 
tr. Machiavelli's Prince xv. (Rtldg. 1883) 98 One a devout, 
another an atheist. 

2 . That which is devout ; the devotional part. 

1649 Milton Eikon. i. (1851) 344 This is the substance of 
his first Section, till we come to the devout of it, model’d 
into the form of a privat Psalter. 

+ Devou t, vf Obs. Variant of Devote v. 

1605 Stow Citron, an, 1603 (R.) Hee shewed himselfe a 
well deuouted Christian. 1639 Drumm. of Hawth. Libra - 
Wks. (1711) 223 How much is Florence adebted .. to 
Bessarion. .who at his death devouted to it a library. 1651 
tr. Bacon's Life $ Death 15A Man peaceable. Contemplative 
and much devouted to Religion. 

|| Devou’temeut, adv. Obs . rare. [a. OF. de- 
votement (in AF. devou-)I\ Devoutly. 

a 1400 Octonian 63 The holy pope Seynt Clement, .prayede 
God deuoutement . . That [etc.]. 

f Devou*tful, a. Obs . [irreg. f. Devout a. + 
•PUL : (a suffix properly added to a sb.).] Full of 
devoutness ; devout, pious. 

1597 Daniel Civ. Wars 1. xiv, Richard . . who . . all his 
fathers mighty treasure spent, In that devoutfull Action of 
the East. 1598 Tofte Alba (1880) 28 As painfull Pilgrim 
in deuoutfull wise, _ 1604 Marston & Webster Malcontent 

I. i, To make her his by most devoutful rites. 

t Devou’tless, a. Obs. rare ~ °. [irreg. f. as 
prec. + -less ; cf. Devoteless.] Without devout- 
ness, undevout. Hence f Bevon tlessness. 

1576 R. Curtis Two Serm . Cvjb (T.), The darts of de- 
voutlessness, unmercifulness, and epicurisme, .fly abrode. 

Devoutly (d 2 Vau*tli), adv. Also 4-6 denote- : 
see Devout a. [f. Devout a. + -ly 2 ] 

1 . In a devout manner; reverently, piously, 
religiously. 

a. c 1325 Metr. Horn. 160 And ilke day deuotely, Herd 
scho messe of our Lefdye. C1380 Wyclif Wks. 11880) 319 
To preye deuoteliche. c 1400 Maundev. (Roxb.) xv. 69 3 e 
serue 3our Godd wele and deuotely. ? c 1500 How Plowman 
lemed Pater Hosier 42 in Hazl. E. P. P. I. 21 1 Late me 
here The saye devotely thy pater noster, 1588 A. King tr. 
Canisius ’ Catech . 34 Prayers . . quhan thay in y* name off 
iesus Christ, ar humblie and deuotlie desyrit, helpis mony. 

0. c 1325 E. E. A Hit, P. B. 814 His two dere do3terez de- 
uoutly hem haylsed. c 1400 Maundev. (Roxb. > xvii. 76 He 
serued Godd full deuoutely. c 1489 Caxton Blanchardvn 
xxxvii. 137 They sholde deuoutly do baptyse hem self. 1568 
Knt. of Curtesy 451 She confessed her devoutly tho, And 
shortely receyved the Sacrament, c 1611 Donne Poems 
(1633) 275 Who dream’d devoutlier then most use to pray. 
1781 Gibbon Decl. $ F. II. 137 Julian most devoutly ascribes 
his miraculous deliverance to the protection of the Gods. 
1849 James Woodman iv, She crossed herself devoutly. 

2 . Earnestly, sincerely, fervently. 

1602 Shaks. Ham . in. 1, 64 ’Tis a consummation De- 
uoutly to be wish’d. 1605 Camden Rem. (1637) 349 His 
devote minde to his Lady hee devoutly, though not reli- 
giously shewed. 1795 Southey Joan of Arc 1. 219 Child- 
hood . . Listening with eager eyes and open lips Devoutly 
in attention. 1814 Scott Wav. Ixvii, Let us devoutly hope, 
that . , we shall never see the scenes . . that were general in 
Britain Sixty Years since. 1874 Morley Compromise (1886) 

1 13 Men were then devoutly persuaded that their eternal 
salvation depended on their having true beliefs. 

DevOUtueSS (divcurtnes). [f. as prec. + -ness ] 
The quality of being devout ; reverential spirit or 
character ; religiousness, piety. 

1377 Pol. Poems (Rolls) I. 2x7 Nou is devoutnes out icast. 
1530 Palsgr. 213/2 Devoutnesse, deuotion . a 1680 Glanvill 
Serm. 52 ■ T. ) There are some who have a sort of devoutness 
and religion in their particular complexion. 1840 Carlyle 
Heroes (1858) 221 What devoutness and noblemindedness 
had dwelt in these rustic thoughtful peoples. 1874 Morley 
Compromise (1886) 178 Religiosity or devoutness of spirit. 
Devoutour, -trour, corrupted forms of advou- 
tour, advoutrer, Adulter, -brer. (CLDevoterer.) 
So devoutrie for advoutrie , Adultery. 

1377 Langl. P. PL B. n. 175 Owre synne to suffre, As 
deuoutrie {other MSS. aduoutrie] and deuo[r]ses and derne 
vsurye. 1393 Ibid. C. in. 184 And ich my-self cyuyle and 
symonye my felowe Wollen ryden vp-on rectours and riche 
men deuoutours [v. rr. deuotours, deuoutrours]. 

t Devolve, v. Obs. [ad. L. devovere to vow or 
devote, f. De- I. 2 + vovere to vow.] trans . To 
devote. Hence f Devowed///. a., devoted. 

1567 Drant Horace's Bpist ., Julius Floras C vj, I haue 
againste your home comminge A long deuoued cowe Which 
graseth here .. And fattes her selfe for you. 16x8 Bolton 
Floras 1. xiii. (1636) 37 Such of the Senatours, as had 
borne highest offices . . devove themselves, for their Coun- 
try’s salty, to the gods infernall. 1656 Cowley Davideis 
iv. 1063 Twas his own Son . . that he devov’d. 1808 
J. Barlow Columb. in. 852 Receive, dread Powers (since 
I can slay no more', My last glad victim, this devoved gore. 

Devovement : see Devouement. 
t Bevow, v. Obs . [a. 1 6th c. F. devouer to 
dedicate or consecrate by a vow, f. De- I. 2, 3 + 
vouer to vow, after L. devovere, devotare 1 see DE- 
VOTE.] ' ' 

1 . trans. To dedicate or give up by a vow. 

*579 J* Stubbes Gaping Gulf E iij b, A deuowed enemy 
to our Queene. 1600 Holland Livyv hi. ix. 287 Come and 
say afore me that forme of words, wherby I may devow and 
betake myselfe for the legions. x6ox — Pliny xxn. v, P. 
Decius, . . devowed and yeelded himselfe to all the divels 
■of hell for the safety of his armie. 1609 — Amm. MarcelL 
226 , 1 have devowed my selfe to the Roman Empire. 


2 . To devote, give up. 

2621 G. Sandys Ovid's Met. xv. (1626) 317 By Step-dames 
fraud, and fathers credulous Beliefe deuow’d to death. 1632 
B. Jonson Magn. Lady 1. i, To the inquiry And search of 
which, your mathematical head Hath so devow’d itself. 

3 . To disavow, give up, renounce, rare . 

2620 G. Fletcher Christ's Viet, in Farr S. P. James I 
(1848) 54 There too the armies angelique devow’d Their 
former rage, and all to Mercy bow’d. 

Hence Devowed ppl. a. : see in 1. 

Devowt(e, obs. form of Devout. 

Devoyer, devoyr(e, obs. forms of Devoir. 
DevuTgarize, v. [f. De- II. i + Vulgarize.] 
trans . To free from vulgarity. Hence De vul- 
garizing ppl. a. 

x8S8 Abbott in Macm. Mag, May 38/2 Shakespeare, and 
Plutarch’s 1 Lives ’, are very devulganzing books. 

Devulgate, -vulge, obs.ff. Divulgate, -vulge. 
Devyde, obs. form of Divide. 

Devyer, devyr, obs. forms of Devoir. 
Devyn(e, -al, -or, -our, etc., obs. ff. Divine, 
-al, -er, etc. 

Dew (di u), sb. Forms: 1 deaw, 2 daw, 2-4 
deu, deu.3, 3 dsew ( Orm 4 deew, dew^, deau, 
4-6 dewe, deaw (e, 6 deow(e, due, 3- dew. [Com- 
mon Teut. : OE. dtaw, OFris. daw, OS. date, MLG. 
dan, Du. dan tv, GHG., MHG. tou (touwes), Ger. 
thau, tau, ON. dogg y gen. doggvar, Sw. dagg, Da. 
dug, Goth. *daggwa- OTeut. *dauwo~, Aryan 
*dhawo- : cf. Skr. dhaw to flow, run.] 

1 . The moisture deposited in minute drops upon 
any cool surface by the condensation of the vapour 
in the atmosphere ; formed after a hot day during or 
towards night, and plentiful in the early morning. 

Formerly supposed to fall or descend softly from the 
heavens, whence numerous current phrases, figures, and 
modes of speech : cf. Dewfall. 

a Zoo Corpus. Gloss. 1752 Roscido , deawe. cBz$ Vesp. 
Psalter cxxxii[i]. 3 S we s we deaw se astigecS in munt. c 1000 
jElfric Exod. xvi. 13 On moreen wses js deaw abutan j?a 
fyrdwic. a X175 Cott. Horn. 233 His sonne, mone, sterren, 
rien, daw, wind, c 1x75 Latnb . Horn. 159 ]>e sunne drach 
up bene deu. c 1200 Trin. Coll. Horn. 256 On be li3te be 
heouene deu^. c 1250 Gen. <$* Ex. 3325 Knewen he no3t ois 
de wes cost. 1340 Ayenb. 91 Bote a drope of deau . . be drope 
of be deawe. CX380 Wyclif Sel. Wks. III. 27 Weetynge 
of hevenly deew. 1382 — Daniel iv. 30 With dewe of 
heuen his body was enfourmed. 1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. 
R. vin. xvii. (1495) 326 The more clere that the mone is in the 
Somer tyme the more plente of dewe is seen vpon the grasse 
and herbes. a 1400 Minor Poems Vernon MS. 618 Softur 
ben watur or eny licour. Or dew3 pat lip on pe lilie flour. 
Was cristes bodi. c 1440 Promp. Parv. 120 Dewe, ros. 1508 
Dunbar Tua Mariit Wemen 10 The dew donkit the daill, 
and dynarit the foulis. 1549 Compl. Scot. vi. 59 The deu . . 
is ane humid vapour, generlt in the sycond regione of the 
ayr. 1596 Spenser Astroph. 191 All the day it standeth 
full of deow. x6ox Shaks. JuL C. v. ill. 64 Our day is gone, 
Clowds, Dewes, and Dangers come. 1609 Holland Amm. 
Marcell, xxiii. vi. 238 These pearles, within strong and 
bright shels of the sea-fishes, conceived . . by a commixtion 
of deaw. 1665 Sir T. Herbert Trav. (1677) 372 Pearls., 
generated, .of the morning dew of Heaven, which in serenes 
falls into the gaping Shell-fish. 1784 Cavendish in Phil. 
Trans. LXXIV. 129 Almost all the inflammable air, and 
near one-fifth of the common air, lose their elasticity, and 
are condensed into dew. 1795 Southey Joan of Arc n. 9 
As the dews of night Descended. 1800 Wordsw. Pet-lamb 1 
The dew was falling fast, the stars began to blink. 1840 
Dickens Old C. Shop xvii, She walked out into the church- 
yard, brushing the dew from the long grass with her feet. 
1848 Lytton Harold 1. i. Arch and blooming faces bowed 
down to bathe in the May dew. 2878 Huxley Pkysiogr. 51 
Moisture which is thus deposited upon any cold surface, 
without production of mist, is termed dew. 1887 Bowen 
Virg. Eclogue v. 77 While bee sucks from the thyme, and 
cicalas drink of the dew. 

f b. pi. 7 Damp places. Obs . 

1377 Langl. P. PL B. xv. 289 And also Marie Magdeleyne 
by mores lyued and dewes. 

2. fig. Something likened to dew in its operation 
or effect : a. as coming with refreshing power or 
with gentle fall ; b. as characteristic of the morning 
of life, of early years, like the ‘ early dew’. 

a. c X200 Ormin 9883 All wipputenn dsew Off Haliz 
Gastess frofre. 2508 Fisher Wks. (1876) 176 Make them 
moyst with the due of thy grace. 1559 Bk. Com. Prayer , 
Morning Prayer, The continual! deawe of thy blessinge. 
1607 Shaks. Cor. v. vi. 23 He watered his new plants with 
dewes of Flattery. ^ 1667 Milton P. L , iv. 614 The timely 
dew of sleep, .inclines Our eye-lids. 1738 Pope EpiL Sat. 
1 . 69 The gracious Dew of Pulpit Eloquence. 18x9 Shelley 
Cenci iv. i. 178 Sleep, that healing dew of heaven. 2821 — 
Ginevra 1x5 The dew of music more divine Tempers the 
deep emotions. 1839 Yeowell Anc. Brit. Ch. vi. (1847) 52 
Hearts baptized with the heavenly dews of the GospeL. 

b. X535 Coverdale Ps. cix. [cx.] 3 Y« dewe of thy birth is 
of yj wombe of the mornynge. 1849 Robertson Serm. Ser. 
1. ill. (1866) 53 Dried up the dew of fresh morning feeling. 
1858 Longf. M. Standish 1. 18 Having the dew of his youth, 
and the beauty thereof. 

3 . transf. Applied to moisture generally, especi- 
ally that which appears in minute drops on any 
surface or exudes from any body. 

a 1300 Cursor M. 17682 (Cott,) Wit a deu mi face he wette. 
1586 A. Day Eng. Secretary 1. (1625) 139 Whom furres must 
fence . . and dew of nappie Ale cherish. 1607 Topsell Fourf. 
Beasts (1658) 3x6 Pare his [the horse's] hinder-feet thin, 
until! the dew come out. 1610 Markham Masterp. n. c. 382 
Raze both the quarters of the hoofe with a drawing-knife . . 
so deepe that you may see the dew come foorth. 1631 


Widdowes Nat. Philos. 56 Dew is a humor contained in the 
hoUownesse of the members, and joyned to their substance. 
X674 N. Fairfax Bulk <§- Selv. 126 That cold and dew and 
clamminess, that goes to the hatching of a snails [egge]. 
1756-7 tr. KeyslePs Trav. (1760) III. 210 Ballani do not 
feed on the gross parts of the sea-water, hut as it were on 
the subtile dew that penetrates through the stone. 2822 
Shelley Triumph Life 66 The fountains, whose melodious 
dew Out of their mossy cells for ever burst. 

b. Moisture glistening in the eyes ; tears. Hence 
funeral dew. 

1588 Shaks. L. L, L. iv. iii. 29 The night of dew that on 
my cheekes downe flowes. 16x2-3 Bp. Hall Contempt., 
O. T. xx. iii. These expostulations might have fetched some 
dewes of pitie from the eyes. 1649 Davenant Love <$• Honour 
in. Dram. Wks. 1873 III. 134 Sure I could weep, but that 
my eyes Have not enough of funeral dew to melt Away. 
1662 Cokaine Ovid iv. vii, Shed no more tears 1 You have 
.. Spent too much of that precious dew. 18x4 Scott Ld. of 
Isles iv. xvi, Those poor eyes that stream’d with dew. 1847 
Tennyson Princ.vu. 120 The dew Dwelt in her eyes, and 
softer all her shape And rounder seem'd. 


C. Perspiration, sweat. 

1674 S. Vincent Yng. Gallant's Acad. 33 Thou fedest 
the fat Dew of thy body run trickling down thy sides. 
*795 Southey Joan of Arc vm. an The dews of death 
Stood on his livid cheek. 18x4 Scott Ld. of Isles v.xxv i, 
Cold on his brow breaks terror’s dew. 1839 Tennyson 
Enid 568 The dew of their great labour . . flowing, drained 
their force. 

d. With qualifying words, as Bacchus" dew, the 
juice of the grape, wine, or other fermented or dis- 
tilled drink ; Mountain-dew , a fanciful term for 
whisky illicitly distilled on the mountains ; dew of 
Glenlivat , Glenlivat whisky ; f dew of vitriol ( ros 
vitrioli). 

*559 Mirr. Mag., Dk. Clarence iii, Sowst in Bacchus 
dewe. 1706 Phillips (ed. Kersey) Dew of Vitriol, a Name 
given by some Chymists to a kind of Phlegm or Water 
drawn from that Mineral Salt, by Distillation in Balneo 
Marise, or with a gentle Heat. 1800 tr. Lagrange' s Ghent. 
II. 84 There remains a whitish-grey mass, which formerly 
was called Vitriol Calcined to Whiteness. If you distil it 
in a retort, and collect the product, you will nave first, a 
water slightly acid, called Dew of Vitriol. 1822 Shelley 
Zucca ix, Full as a cup with the vine’s burning dew. 1826 
P. P. in Hone Every-day Bk. II. 6x0 Whiskey, or mountain 
dew. 1836 E. Howard R. Reefer xxxv. Then came the 
whiskey — the real dew. 1840 Chamb. Jrnl. IX. 94 The 
discomfited gaugers fled . . leaving the victorious chief in 
undisturbed possession of the much coveted mountain-dew. 
1884 Daily News 23 May 5/7 [They] cannot compete with 
the dew of Glenlivat. 

4 . Applied with qualification to surface deposits 
formed on plants, etc. (as by exudation, insects, 
parasitic vegetation), formerly imagined to be in 
origin akin to dew : see Honey-dew, Mildew. 

1563 W. Fulke Meteors <1640) 53 b, There is another kind 
of sweet dewes, that falleth in England, called the Meldewes, 
which is as sweet as honey . . There is also a bitter kind or 
dew, that falleth upon herbs, and lyeth on them like branne 
or meale. x66o Jer. Taylor Worthy Commun. Introd. 10 
It will not be impossible to And honey or wholesome dewes 
upon all this variety of plants. 1821 T. Dwight Trav . XL 
341 When it first exudes, it is very sweet to the taste ; and 
has hence been commonly supposed to be the residuum of 
a particular kind of dew, called by the farmers honey-dew. 

5 . attrib. and Comb. (Especially frequent in 
poetical use.) a. attrib., ( of dew/ as dew-bead , 

- blob , - damp , -gem, -globe, -mist, -star, -water, 

- web ; * characterized by ’ or c characterizing dew *, 
as dew-locks , -prime, - silence , -wind. b. locative 
and originative, as dew-bow, -dance, -light, c. simi- 
lative, ‘ like V or f as dew’, as dew-burning, - cold 
adjs. d. objective and obj. genitive, as dew- 
brusher, -dropping adj . e. instrumental, as dew-be- 
dabbled, -bediamonded, -bespangled, -besprent, -bright, 
-clad, - dabbled , -drenched, -gemmed, -laden, -pearled, 
-sprent, -sprinkled, -wet adjs. f. parasynthetic, as 
dew-lipped adj. 

1832 Motherwell Poet. Wks. (1847)85 In every *dew- 
bead glistening sheen. x868 Geo. Eliot Sp. Gipsy 1. (Gent. 
Diet.), The dew-bead, Gem of earth and sky begotten. 
1887 Stevenson Underwoods, Every fairy wheel and thread 
Of cobweb *dew-bediamonded. a 1748 T homson Hymn to 
Solitude 26 Just as the *dew-bent rose is bom. 1634 Milton 
Comus 540 The savoury herb Of knot-grass *dew-besprent. 
x 727-38 Gay Fables 1 . 14 (Tod.) As forth she went at early 
dawn To taste the *dew-besprinkled lawn. 1873 R. John- 
son in Tristram Moab 387 A lunar rainbow on the ground, 
or to speak more correctly a lunar *dew-bow. 1727-46 
Thomson Summer 86 Aslant the *dew-bright earth and 
coloured air. 1854 J. Warter Last of Old Squires v. $r 
He was what the Persians call a *dew-brusher . . Ten to 
one but the labourer met him as he was going to his work. 
1590 Spenser^. Q. 1. xi. 35 His bright *deaw~burning blade. 
X847 Mischief of Muses 35 The moisture of the *dew-clad 

S rass. 18x7 Moore LallaR., Fire Worshippers (1854) 235 
he who leans, .pale, sunk, aghast, With brow against the 
*dew-cold mast. x8x8 Keats Endym.t.6%3 The poppies hung 
■^Dew-dabbled on their stalks. *798 Coleridge Sibyl. Leaves 
Poems (1864) 265 She the *dew-damp wiped From off her 
brow. 18x2 G. Colman Br. Grins, Lady of Wreck n. xxiii, 
*Dew-dript evening. 1592 Shaks. Rom. 4* JuL 1. iv. 103 
The *dew-dropping South. 1893 Le Gallienne in Westm. 
Gaz. 16 Feb. 2/3 See how yonder goes, *Dew r -drunk . . Yon. 
Shelley-lark. 1832 Tennyson Lotos-Eaters 75 Sun-steep’d 
at noon, and in the moon Nightly *dew-fed. 1823 Joanna 
Baillie Poems 228 *Dew-gemm'd in the morning ray. 1821 
Shelley Prometh. XJnb . iv. 432 As the dissolving warmth 
of dawn may fold A half unfrozen ^dew-globe, ^reen and 
gold. And crystalline. 1603 Drayton Sonnets liii, ( f . ) Where 
nightingales in Arden sit and sing Amongst the dainty 


DEW. 


298 


DEW-CUP. 


Mew-impearled lowers.' 1830 Tennyson Ode to Memory 
ii, The dew-impearled. winds of dawn. 1859 Geo. Eliot 
A. Bed# 41 The Mew-laden grass. *647 Herrick Noble 
Numb., Star Song ; Spangled with Meaw-light. 1856 Bryant 
Poems, Ages v, When the Mew-lipped spring comes on. 
1830 Tennyson Adeline 47 Those Mew-lit eyes of thine. 
1648 Herrick Hesper. I. 92, Corinna's Maying. The light 
Hangs on the Mew-iocks of the night. 1821 Shelley 
Prometh. Unb. iri. iii. The Mew-mists of my sunless sleep. 
s%x Browning Pippa Passes 1. (1889) 24 The hill-side’s Mew- 
pearled ; The lark’s on the wing. 1872 — Fifine xxxiii, 
Though Mew-prime flee. 1850 Mrs. Browning Poems II. 165 
Descend with sweet Mew silence on my mountains. 1850 
Blackie AEschylus I. 13 My Mew-sprerit dreamless couch. 
1884 Symonds Shaks. Predecessors vii. § 3. 263 Abroad in 
dew-sprent meadows. *733 Shenstone Past. Ballad iv. 33 
The sweets of aMew-sprinkled rose. x8zx Shelley Prometh. 
Unb. 11, L 168 As Mew-stars glisten. Then fade away, c 1200 
Trin. Coll. Horn 151 Be teares . .hen cleped rein water oSer 
Meu water. 1813 Hogg Quern's Wake ii Wks. 11876)22 And 
Mew-webs round the helmets weave. 

0 . Special combs. : dew-beam (poetic), a ray of 
light reflected from a dewdrop ; dew-bit {dial.), 
a small meal or portion of food taken in the early 
morning, before the regular breakfast; dew-board, 
a board used as a cover to keep off the dew ; 
dew-eap (see quot) ; dew-drink (see quot., 
and cf. dew-bit) ; f dew-hopper, a name for the 
hare (see Deudjng) ; f dew-pear, name of a deli- 
cate kind of pear {obs.) ; + dew-piece Air. « dew- 
bit ; dew-plant, (a) a name for the ice-plant 
( Mesembryanthemum), and for the sundew (Dro- 
serd) ; (b) a plant nourished with dew (nonce-use) ; 
dew-ripen v. -Dew-ret; dew-shoe, translation 
of ON* doggskor (see quot.) ; dew-stone, * a species 
of limestone, found in Nottinghamshire, which 
collects a large quantity of dew on its surface 1 (0.). 

■ 1824 Shelley Witch xvi, Woven from Mew-beams while 
the moon yet slept. 1863 Barnes Dorset Glass., * Dew-bit, 
the first meal in the morning, not so substantial as a regular 
breakfast. Also in Berksh., Hampsh., W. Somerset Gloss. 
1800 R. Warner Walk West. Count. 64 [We] were obliged 
to sleep for several weeks in the shell of the tenement, 
with no other covering (for it was not roofed) than a Mew- 
board. 1879 Proctor Pleas. Waps Sc. xvi. 364 A cylinder 
of tin or card, called a Mew- cap, is made to project beyond 
the glass [of the telescope], and thus to act as a screen, 
and prevent radiation. <3:1825 Forby Vac. E. Anglia, 
Dew-drink, the first allowance of beer to harvest men, 
before they begin their day’s work. x6z6 Surfl. & Markh. 
Country Farme 417 Tender or delicate peare . . such as 
Mew peare. 1685 Sinclair Satan's Jwuis. World (1769)48 
When I was eating my Mue piece this morning. 1869 
Buskin Q. of Air § 81 You are to divide the whole family of 
the herbs of the field into three great groups— Brosidae, 
Carices, Gramineae — Mew-plants, sedges, and grasses. 1884 
M 1 ller Plant-n., Dew-plant, Mesembryanthemum glabrum. 
1805 R. W. Dickson Pract. Agric. (1807) II. 218 What is 
called Mew ripen or ret the produce. x88o Stallybrass tr. 
Grimm's Teut. Mytkal. I. 387 When the godlike Siguz&r 
strode through* the . . corn, the Mew-shoe of his seven-span 
sword was even with the upright ears. Note. DbggskOr, 
Sw. doppsko, the heel of the sword’s sheath, which usually 
brushes the dew. 

Dew (diz2), v. Forms: 3 dsewwexm, 4-5 j 
dewen, (4 dewey), 5-7 dewe, (6-7 deaw), 6- 
devy. [ME. dewen, in Ormin dsewwenn, implying 
an OE. *dlawian (entered by Somn'er) = OFris. 
dawia (WFris. dauwjen ), OS. *daujan (MDu. 
dauwen, LG, dauen ), OHG. towbn, tow fat (MHG. 
touwen , Ger. thauen, tauen), ON. doggva (Sw. | 
^gga.) y— OTeut *dauwdjan, f. dauw - Dew.] 

+ 1- in.tr. To give or produce dew; impers. to 
fall as dew (cf. it rains , snows, etc.). Obs. or arch . 

c 1300 [implied in Dewing vbl. sA]L 1382 Wvmv'fsa. xlv, 

8 Deweth gee heuenus fro aboue £1388 Sende 30 out dew], 
c 1440 Promp. Parv. 120 Dewyn or yeve dewe, roro. 1450- 
* 53 ° Myrr. our Ladye 148 R orate, dew heuens from aboue. 
1552 . Huloet, Dew or droppe lyke dewe, roro. 1663 in 
T. Birch Hist. R. Society I. 246 It did not dew upon those 
parts where trees lay buried under ground. 1726 Nat. Hist. 
Irel 03 It deweth exceedingly in the hot and dry countries. 

+ b. To distil or exude as dew. Obs. 

1652 Bexlowes Tkeoph. Epistle, When This Manna dew’d 
from your inspired pen. Ibid. iv. xxv, Meat came from the 
Eater, from the strong did dew Sweetnesse. 

2 . tram. To wet with or as with dew ; to bedew ; 
to moisten, 

<ri20o Ormin 13848 To wattrenn & to daewwenn swajmrrh 
besgske & sallte txress Jratt herrte. a *325 Prose Psalter 
vi. 6 Ich shal dewey my couertour wyth min teres. 1544 
Phaer Regim. Lyfe (1560) F iij. Take a sponnefull of hole 
ashes, dewe them wyth good wyne. 1590 Spenser F. Q. 1. 
xi. 48 Overflowed all the fertile plaine. As it had deawed 
bene with timely raine. 1593 Shaks. 2 Hen. VI , hi. ii. 340 
Giue me thy hand, That I may dew it with my mournful! 
teares..,- ; 1615 Crooke Body of Man 821' To water or , dew 
some partes that stoode need of moysture. x68o Otway 
i v - 59 8 Cold sweat Dew’d all my face. 1821 
W. C. Wells Ess. Dew (1866) 7 Grass after having been 
dewed m the evening, is never found dry until after sunrise. 
5830 Herschel Stud. Nat. Phil < n. vi. (1838) 162 The cool- 
ing- .of the body dewed, a xSgx Mom Castle of Time xxi, 
Moloch s monstrous shrines are dew’d with human blood, 

' J%* (Cf, 1 bedew \ * steep 1 in fig. use.) 

c 15x0 Barclay Mirr. Gd. Manners (x 570) A iij, As fruitful! 
nutriment To dewe them, in vertue, as plantes to augment. 
x6xo G. Fletcher Christ's Viet, xxv, While deaw’d in 
heavie sleepe, dead Peter lies, a 1631 Donne Serm. cv. IV. 
4x3, But infected and dewed with these frivolous, nay per- 
nicious apparitions and revelations, x8io Scott Lady of L. 

1* xxxi, Fairy strains of music fall, Every sense in slumber 


dewing. 1865 Bushnell Vicar. Sacr. hi. iii. 233 Mercy. . 
dewing it thus with her tender mitigations, 

f3. To cause to descend or drop as dew; to distil, 
instil. Obs. 

1572 FOrrest Tlieophihts in Anglia VII. 92 The deyill in 
the harte of the busshoppe did dewe His diviHishe stirringis. 
3591 Troub. Raigne K. John. 11. (1611V89 The heauens dew- 
ing fauours on my head. 1593 Nashe Christ's T. (1613; 1 
O dew thy spirit plentiful into my inke. 

f 4 . intr. To become moist, to exude moisture. 
x6s8 A. Fox Warts' Surg. 1. via. 34 Wounds that are thus 
compelled to dew,, will hardly come to healing. 

Hence Dewed, Dewing ppl. adjs. 

1552 Huloet, Dewed or wete wyth dewe, roratns. X593 
Southwell Peteds CcmipL 33 Dew’d eyes, and prostrate 
prayers. 1635 Swan Spec . M. (1670) 101 Which can have 
no existence or being, but in a dewing or distilling cloud. 
X830 Herschel Stud. Nat. Phil. n. vi. (1838) 163 The cool- 
ing of the dewed surface by radiation. 

Dew, obs. or dial. pa. t. of Daw v.i 
Dew, Dewfull, obs. ff. Due, Dueful. 

11 DeWEUl (dfvva/n). Also duan. diwan, dee- 
waun, dewaun, dewan. [Arab, and Pers. 

dlwdn , divan, Pers. formerly devalt , the same word 
as Divan, of which an early sense was ‘ register V 
Through the application to a register of accounts, 

; and the financial department of a state, the word 
| has in India been individualized and applied to 
! the minister or officer over this department.] 

In India : a. The head financial minister or trea- 
surer of a state under former Mohammedan govern- 
ments. b. The prime minister of a native state. 
C. The chief native officer of certain Government 
establishments, such as the Mint. d. In Bengal, 
a native servant in charge of the affairs of a house 
of business or a large domestic establishment, a 
steward. (Yule and Burnell.) 

1690 J. Charnock, etc. MS. Lett, to Mr. Ch. Eyre at 
Ballasore (Y.), Fearing miscarriage of y ' Griginall ffarcuttee 
we . have herew tb Sent you a Coppy Attested by Hugly 
Cazee, hoping y 13 Duan may be Sattisfied therew^. *766 
Holwell Hist, Events 1. 74 (Y.) A Gen too named Allum 
Chund, who had been many years Dewan to Soujah Khan. 
X77X in Gleig Mem. W. Hastings (184x1 1 . 221 (Y) Divesting 
him. of the rank and influence beholds as Naib Duan of the 
Kingdonx of Bengal. 1786 Blank in Phil. Trans. LXXVII. 
297 Making the enquiries I wished .. from his Dewan or 
Minister. 1804 in Owen Wellesley's Desp, 632 The English 
Company . . has forfeited its rights as dewan and treasurer 
of the Empire. 1806 Wellington Ibid. p. cii, Scindiah’s 
minister, .was the Peshwah’s dewan. 1818 Jas. Mill Brit. 
Indian, v. (184$) IV. 226 He sent on a commission to 
Calcutta his dewan or treasurer. 1835 Burnes Trav. Bok- 
hara ted. 2) I. 235 The Hindoo Dewans of Sinde now 
transact the entire pecuniary concerns of the state. 1862 
Beveridge Hist. India I. l vi. 142 Subordinate to the 
subahdar. .was an officer, with the title of dewan or diwan,, 
who had the superintendence of all matters of revenue and 
finance. 1871 Mateer Travancore 22 Colonel Munro.. 
acted for about three years in the capacity of Dewan, or 
Prime Minister. 

Hence Dewamship = next. 

1789 Seir Mutaqherin IL 384 (Y.) [Lord Clive] visited the 
Vezir .. and asked that the Company should be invested 
with the Divanship of the three provinces. x8x8 Jas. Mill 
Brit, India v. iv. (1848) IV. 149 Procuring for the donor the 
dewanship of the Zamindari. 

IlDewani, dewanny, dewaunee (dfwa-ni)* 
Also dfLanny, dewauny, diwanl. [a. Pers. 
diwdnl , divani, the office or function of diwan ; 
see prec.] The office of dewan ; esp. ‘ the right 
of receiving as dewan , or finance minister, the 
revenue of Bengal, Behar, and Orissa, conferred 
upon the E. I. Company by the Great Mogul Shah j 
’Alam in 1765. Also used sometimes for the ter- 
ritory which was the subject of that grant 1 (Yule 
and Burnell). 

i ?83 < Burke Report Affairs India Wks. XI. 141 The 
acquisition of the Dflanny opened a wide field for all pro- 
jects of this nature. Ibid. rg6 Under the jurisdiction of the 
Dewanny Courts. x8ox R. Patton Asiat. Mon. 178 note. 
The officers of the dewanny, the revenue department. 2862 
Beveridge Hist. India I. 111. xii. 671 An offer of the de- 
waunee had .. been made to Clive. 1876 Grant Hist, 
India I. xx. 106/2 The Mogul ceded the dewaunee, of 
collection of the revenues in Bengal, Behar, and Orissa. 
Dew*-b eater, [f. Dew sb. + Beater.] 

1 . One who beats or shakes off the dew in front 
of others in the same path ; an early pioneer. 

a 1670 Hacket A bp. Williams 1. (1692) 57 The dew- 
beaters have trod the way for those that come after them. 
1883 Hampshire Gloss,, Deaw-bitter, a dew-beater, one 
who has large feet, or who turns his toes out so that he 
brushes the dew off the grass in walking. 

2 pi. T he feet, slang. 

_? 8rI , in Lexicon Balatron. 1823 Scott Peveril xxxvi. 
First hold out your dew-beaters till I take off the darbies. 

3 . (See quot.) 

a 1825 Forby k oc. E. Anglia, Dew-beaters, coarse and 
thick shoes which resist the dew. 1847-78 in Halluvell. 

Dew-berry (dizrberi). [f. Dew sb. + Beret. 
Cf. mod. Ger. thau-beere dew-berry, Oberdeutsch 
taub-ber, tauben-ber, i.e. dove-berry. The origin 
of the first element is thus doubtful, but it is, in 
English use, associated with Dew jA] 

A species of blackberry or bramble-berry, the 
name being applied both to the fruit and the shrub : 


in Great Britain Ruhis cmsiics, a low-growing pro- 
cumbent species, the black fruit of which has a 
bluish bloom ; in N. America R. canadensis, re- 
sembling the British plant in its low growth and 
trailing habit, but differing in the fruit. In some 
earlier English writers, and mod. dialects, the name 
is applied to the Gooseberry (DayberkyI. 

Shakspere’s dew-berry, which is mentioned among deli- 
cate cultivated fruits, is supposed by some to have meant 
trie gooseberry; Hanmer conjectured the raspberry. In 
some books dewberry is erroneously given as the cloud-berry, 
Rubus Cham&morus. 

1578 Lyte Dodeens vi. iv. 661 The fruite is called a Dew- 
berie, or blackberie. 1655 Moufet 8c Bennet Health's 
Improv. (1746) 304 When Mulberries cannot be gotten. 
Blackberries or Dewberries may supply their room. 1674 
tr. Scheffer's Lapland 141 Some Dew- berries, or the Norway 
Berry, whose species is the same that grows on Brambles. 
1750 Ellis Mod. Husbandman IV. i. 77 (E. D. S.) Deiv - 
berry-brier. 1829 Jesse f nil. Nat. 116 The root of an 
i ancient beech, its base overgrown with the dewberry. 1859 
1 W. S, Coleman Woodlands (1862) 106 Dewberry, or Grey 
i Bramble. .The fruit . . is generally less than that of a full- 
; sized Blackberry; but the grains of which it is composed are 
i usually much larger, and ,. covered with fine bloom. _ x88x 
j Scribner s Mag. XXII. 642 Overrun with dewberry-briars, 
b. 1590 Shaks .Mids. N. iii. i 169 Feede him with Apri- 
cocks and Dewberries With purple Grapes, greene Figs, and' 
Mulberries. 1652 Culpepper Eng. Physic . (1656) xiy Goos- 
berry Bush, called in Sussex Dewberry Bush, and in some 
Countries Wine-berries. 1657 W. Coles Adam in Eden 
clxxiv. 272 In some Countries of England it is called the 
Feaberry in others Dewberry ..but most commonly the 
Gooseberry. 

Dew-blown, -bole : see next, 
t Dew-bolne, a- Obs, exc. dial. Also 6 -bole, 
7-9 -blown(e,8 -born. [f. Dew sb. + Bolne///. a. 
The second element became corrupted into -bole, 
-barn, -blown, and the last survives in dialects, asso- 
ciated with Blown puffed up.] Of cattle : Swollen 
with eating too freely of fresh moist grass or clover. 
Sometimes used subst. as the name of the affection. 
1523 Fitzherb, Husb. § 60 Dewbolne. .commeth whan a 
hungry beaste is put in a good pasture full of ranke grasse, 
he wyll eate soo rnoche that his sydes wyll stande as hygh 
as his baekebone. 1387 Mascall Govt. Cattle (1627) 33 
The Dew-bole in Oxe, or Cow, or other beast.. is gotten 
by eating of the trifoyle grasse in a deawy morning. x6ox 
Holland Pliny xxvin, i, If kine or oxen were dew-blowne 
or otherwise puffed up. 16x4 Markham Cheap Husb. (1623) 
98 Some of our English writers are ©pinioned, this Dewbolne 
or general! Gargill is a poysonous and violent swelling. 
1730-6 Bailey (folio), Dew-bom > a distemper in cattle. 1884 
Chesh. Gloss., Dewblown, said of cows which are swelled 
from eating green clover. 

Dewce, obs. form of Deuce. 

Dew-elap, obs. erron. form of Dewlap. 
Dew-claw (diz?kl§). [App. f. Dew sb. 4- 
ClaW sb. 

(Perhaps referring to the fact that while the other claws 
come in contact with the soil, or press the grass to the 
ground, this only brushes the dewy surface.)] 

1 - The rudimentary inner toe or hallux (an- 
swering to the great toe in man) sometimes present 
in dogs. 

In Newfoundland dogs, and St. Bernards, it is sometimes 
abnormally double. 

1576 Turberv. Venerie 23 Some other haue taken marke 
by the hynder legges by the dewclawes. 1580 Hollyband 
Treas.Fr. Tong , Herigote, dew clawes. x6xx Cotgr. , Con- 
tiongle the Deaw-claw, or water- claw of dogs. 1690 Land. 
Gaz. No. 2548 '4 Lost . . a little white Spaniel Dog .. with 
dew Claws upon the hind Feet, cx 785 G. W kite Let. to 
D. Barrington in Selbarne, The bitch has a dew claw on 
each hind leg. The dog has none. X854 E. Mayhew Dogs 
(1862) 248 The dew-claws, as they are termed, grow high 
upon the inner side of the leg, nearer to the foot than the 
elbow. 1884 Sat. Rev. 15 Nov. 626 The monks liked their 
dogs [St. Bernards] to have these double dew-claws, because 
they offered more resistance in soft, newly-fallen snow. 1883 
W. H. Flower in Encycl. Brit. XV. 438 /1 note. In domestic 
dogs a hallux is frequently developed, though often in a rudi- 
mentary condition, the phalanges and claw being suspended 
loosely in the skin, without direct connection with the other 
bones of the foot ; It is called by dog-fanciers the * dew-claw/ 

2 . Tbe false hoof of deer and other ungulates, 
consisting of two rudimentary toes. 

1576 Turberv. Venerie 97 The shinne bones large, the 
dew clawes close in port. .An hart to hunt, as any man can 
seake. x6ix Cotgr., Les gardes dun sang tier, the deaw- 
clawes or hinder-clawes of a wild Bore. 1630 [see Abature]. 
x.678 Phillips, Dew-claw, among Hunters the Bones or 
little Nails behind the Foot of the Deer. 

Hence Dew-clawed, j'dew'-cleyd a., having 
dew-claws. (Formerly applied sometimes to the 
feet of bees.) 

*576 Turberv. Venerie 8 Those which® are well ioynted 
and dewclawed are best to make) bloudhoundes. 1609 C. 
Butler Fem. Mon. i. (1634) 8 Her rough and dew-claw’d 
feet, apt to take hold at the first touch, are in number six. 
x6xx Cotgr., Ergoib. .hauing spurres ; deaw-clawed. x6x6 
Surfl. & Markh. Country Farme 679 Bound feete, strong 
deys, high dewcleyd. 2647^ ^ Ward Simp. Cobler xx. note. 
By Brownists I mean not Independents, but dew clawd 
Seperatists. 1657 S. Purchas Pol. Flying Ins. 1. iii. 7 Her 
feet aresix, dew-clawed, .full of joynts. x8x& K eats Endym. 
3 W. 685 Sorrel untorn by the dew-claw’d stag. , '■■■ ■ ■ 

. Dew-cup. [f: Dew sb. + Guf.] 

1 . The early morning allowance of beer to har- 
vest-men. . . 

. 2 §47~7 ^ Halliwell s. v. Dew-drink, Called the dew-cup 
in Hants. 1883* mHampskiGIo-m.: 
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2. The plant called Lady’s Mantle ( Akhemilla 
vulgaris). 

1799 Zj-m.- Might. Soc. III. 389 (Jam.) Giving them a de- 
coction of the Dewcup and Healing, leaf boiled in butter- 1 
milk. 1813 Hogg Queen's Wake ii. Wks. (1876) 21 He 
thought . . of sleeping in the dew-cups eye. 18x8 — Brownie 
of Bods beck II. 183 They [fairies] ’ll hae to .. gang away 
an’ sleep in their dew-cups .. till the gloaming come on again. 

, Dewdrop (di?7-drpp). [f. Dew sb. + -Drop. Cf. 
Ger. tkau-tropfen, Du. dauw-drofpel.'] One of 
the rounded ‘drops’ or globules in which dew 
'collects on surfaces on which it is deposited. 

; [a 1310 in Wright Lyric P. xll 114 Ase fele sythe ant oft 
gs dewes dropes beth weete ] 1590 Shaks. Mids. N. il i. 14, ■ 
I must go seeke some dew drops heere, And hang a pearle 
in euery cowslips eare. 1667 Milton P. L. v. 746 Starrs of I 
Morning, Dew-drops, which the Sun Impearis on every leaf, 
and every flouer. *788 Cowper Stanzas for Fear 31 Dew- 
drops may deck the turf that hides the bones. 18x0 Scott 
Lady of L. 111. ii. The lawn Begemmed with dew-drops. 
1847 Tennyson Prime. y\\. 53 When two dewdrops on the 
petal shake To the same sweet air. 1871 Tyndall Pragm . 
Sc. (1879) I. xi. 342 The little pearly globe which we call a 
dew-drop. 

‘ transf. <$• Jig. tjSi Cowper Truth 144 The shivering 
urchin, bending as he goes, With slip-shod heels, and dew- 
drop at his nose. X807--8 W. Irving Salmag. (1824) x 6x And 
feel the dew-drop in my eye. 1826 Hood Wee Man xiv, 
On every brow a dew-drop stood. 1831 Carlyle Sari. Res. 

11. vi, The heart, .unvisited by any heavenly dew-drop. 

' Hence Dew-dropped a., covered or bespangled 
with dew-drops. 

1736 W. Toldervy Hist. Two Orphans IV. 201 The dew- 
dropp’d rose. 1762 J. Warton Enthusiast Poems 82 Bladed 
grass perfumed with dewdropped flowers. xSxx W. R. Spen- 
cer Poems 161 How bright it’s dewdropp’d tint appears ! 
Dewe, obs. form of Due a . and sb. 

Dewe;n, obs. f. Deave v ., to become deal 
Dewes : see Deus. 

f Be*wess. rare. [a. OF. *deuesse, dieuesse, 
f. deu, dieu god : see -ess. Cf. Deess.] A goddess. 

a 1400-50 A lexander 3555 All dri3tens and dewessis ere 
dute of my name. 

Dewey, dewy, ME. pres. inf. of Dew v. 
Deweylite (dizKlait). Min . [Named 1826 
after Prof. Dewey, U S. see -Lite.] An amorphous 
resinous-looking mineral of yellowish colour, con- 
sisting of a hydrated silicate of magnesium. 

1826 Emmons Min. 133. 1868 Dana Min. 470. 

Dew-fall (dizHpl). [f. Dew + Fall sb . : cf. 
Dan. dugfald.] The formation or deposition of 
dew ; the time when this begins, in the evening. 

1622 R. Tisdale Lawyer Philos, in Farr A". P. fas. I 
(18481 316 Shake off the dewfalls of the night. 1798 Cole- 
ridge Sibyl. Leaves Poems (1864) 115 The gentle dewfall. 
1820 Shelley Witch A tlas xxix, She past at dewfall to a 
space extended. 1828 Moore Before the Battle i, ’Midst 
the dew-fall of a nation’s tears, c 1850 Whittier Call of 
Christian vii, N oiseless as dew-fall. 1878 Huxley Physiogr. 
65 The temperature after dewfall. 1892 Daily News 1 Mar. 
5/4 The rainfall is. .supplemented by.. excessive dewfalls. 

So Dew falling'. 

x868 Holme Lee B. Godfrey xix. 109 The time of the dew- 
falling. 

Dewgard, -gar, Sc. forms of Dieugard. Obs. 

+ Dew-grass (diw-grcis). Obs. [f. Dew sb. 4- 
Gkass, suggested by L. G. flijmneldatt, med. L. ros 
c&li, ‘ dew of heaven manna.] A name given by 
Gerarde and other early herbalists to an esculent 
grass of Central Europe, the cultivated form of 
j Panicum sanguinate , Manna-grass. 

1597 Gerarde. Herbal 1. xx. 25 The Germanes call it 
Himeldau, that is to say Cadi ros, whereupon it was called 
Gramen Mannas . . Lobel calleth it gramen matings esculeu- 
ium, for that in Germany and other parts, as Bohemia, and 
Italy, they use to eat the same as a kind of bread corne, 
and also make potage therewith as we do with oatmeale . . 
In English it may be called manna grasse or Dew grasse ; 
hut more fitly rice-grasse. x6xo W. Folkinoiiam Art of 
Survey 1. vii. 14 Panick, Amilcorne, Spelt-corn, Garences, 
Dewgrasse, Jobs teares. 1640 Parkinson Theat. Bat. 1180 
The Dew grasse is said to discusse the hardnesse of womens 
breasts, the seede is food for small birds, and Pidgeons and 
Hens and for men also. 

[Erroneously taken by Prior, Plant Names, for the 
Cock’s-foot grass, Dactylis glomerata ; whence in later 
Dictionaries and lists]. 

Dewiee, dewis(e, obs. Sc. ff. Device, Devise. 
Dewid, obs. form of Divide. 

Dewille, obs. form of Devil. 

■ Bewily (di«*ili), adv. [f. Dewy + -ly 2 .] After 
the manner of dew. 

1818 Blackw. Mag. III. 32 The song Dropp’d dewily from 
that sweet tongue. 1872 S. Mostyn Perplexity 111 . viii. 212, 

I will make my love fall dewily on your heart. 1887 Bowen 
Virg. AEneid iv. 699 So upon saffron wings came Iris, 
dewily bright. 

. Dewiness (divines), [f. Dewy + -ness.] The 
quality of being dewy ; Jig. freshness, vigour. 

1627 tr. Bacon's Life fy Death (R ), A dewinesse dis- 
persed, or. . radicall in the very substance of the body. 1817 
Keats 1 1 Stood Tiptoe * iv, Ye ardent marigolds ! . . again 
your dewiness he kisses. 1863 Tyndall Heat v. § 186(1870) 
150 [This] caused a dewiness on the external surface. x868 
Browning Ring $ Bk ix. 242 Farewell to dewiness and 
prime of life ! 

Dewing, vbl. sb. [F. Dew v . + -ing L] 

1. Deposition of dew. 

13.. K, A Us. 914 Theo sunrie ariseth, and fallith the 


dewyng ; ' Theo nessche clay hit maMth clyng. 1398 
Trevisa Barth- de P. R. xi. v. (Tollem. MS.), her. of comej) 
a lit el dewynge. Ibid. xvi. lxii. (Tollem. MS.), f>e more 
dewynge is founde, Je more and \>e gretter he margarite is 
gendrid of f it dewe. 1838 Jeffrey in Ld. Cockburn Life 

II. Let. cxl, After the dewing of yesterday, everything is 
so fresh and fragrant. 

2 . A wetting with or as with dew ; a gentle 
sprinkling ; moistening, bedewing. 

14. . Hoccleve Compl. Virgin 158 They by taast of swich 
dewynge, Hep oghte clothe:, ageyrp 15x3 Douglas JEneis 
vi. hi. 143 With clene waiter . . Strinkiand a litle dewing . . 
With the branche of ane happy olive thrise. 1565-73 
Cooper Thesaurus, Aspergo, a sprinckling or dewing. 1646 
Rutherford Lett. 11. xlvii. (1881) 455 A night’s dewing of 
grace and sweetness. 1882 Garden 28 Jan. 65/3 An occa- 
sional dewing over with the syringe. 

Dewing, ppl. a . : see Dew v. 
tDewisll, a. Obs. [f. Dew sb. + -ish.] Of 
the nature of or akin to dew ; moist, damp. 

1589 Fleming Georg. Virg. hi. 48 And dewish moone doth 
new refresh the woods. 2620 Markham Farew. Htcsb. (1625) 
117 A more moist place.. which euer is vomiting wet and 
dewish hpmours. > 1656 Ridgley Proud. Physick 141 The 
dew or dewish moisture. 

Dewite, obs form of Duty. 
t Dewitt, De-Witt (dfwrt),». Obs. [From 
the surname of the two brothers John and 
Cornelius De Witt, Dutch statesmen, opponents of 
Williani III as Stallholder of the United Provinces,, 
who were murdered by a mob in 1 67 2.] b ans. To 
kill by mob violence ; to lynch. 

1689 Modest Enquiry into Present Disasters (1690) 32 
It’s a wonder the English Nation have not in their fury De. 
Witted some of those men. 1690 Abp. Bancroft Protes- 
tation , Such a fury, as may end in Dewitiing us (a bloody 
WorL hut too well understood). 1695 {title), Gallienus 
Redivivus; or, Murther Will Out, &c., being a true account 
of the De-Wittingpf Glencoe, Gaffney, See. xjxx. Find, of 
Sackeverell 69 King William deserved to he ,De- Witted. 
1724 in Lockhart Papers II. 162 Had Mr. Campbell himself 
been in town, they had certainly De- witted him. 1824 
Southey Bk. of Ch. (1841) 544. 1855 Macaulay Hist. Eng. 

III. 660. x888 Plumptre Life Ken ILxviii, x Men., were 

stirring up the people to that form of ‘lynching * which 
was then known as ‘ De Witting.’ 

Dewlap (diz 7 *laep). Also 6 dew lop, e rrojt. 
dew-clap. [The second element Lap is OE. 
lueppa, pendulous piece, skirt, lappet, lobe ; the 
first is uncertain : the equivalent Da. doglseb, Norw. 
doghrp, Sw, droglapp, in which the first element is 
not the word for ‘ciew suggest that the original 
form has been altered under the influence of popu- 
lar etymology. 

The English form may he explained as the * lap * or pendu- 
lous piece which touches the dewy surface; hut that is not 
likely to have been the original notion.] 

1 . The fold of loose skin which hangs from the 
throat of cattle. 

1398 Trevisa Barth. DeP.R. xvm. xiii. (MS. Modi. 3738) 
In Siria hep oxen bat haue no dewe lappis nother fresche 
lappes vnder Jurote [ palearia sub gutture ]. c 1420 Pallad. 
on Husb. iv. 711 The kyen, . Wei hered eres, and dewlappes 
syde [ — hanging low], c 1440 Promp. Parv. 120 Dew 
lappe, syde slcyn’ vndur a bestys throte, peleare. 1523 
Fitzherb. Huso. § 59 To cutte the dewlappe before. 2565 
Golding Ovid's Met. vn. 155 Their dangling dew-claps 
with his hand he coid unfearefullie. 1579 Spenser Sheph. 
Cal. Feb. 74 His detielap as lythe as Iasse of Kent. 1589, 
Greene Menaphon (Arb.) 74 White . . as the dangling 
deawlap of the silver Bull. 1621 G. Sandys Ovid's Met. 
11. (16261 43 His broad-spred brest, long dangling dew-laps 
deck. 1872 Mivart Elem. Anat. 237 Folds of skin hang 
freely in some animals, as the dewlap of cattle. 

b. Transferred to similar parts in other animals, 
as the loose skin under the throat of dogs, etc., the 
pendulous fleshy lobe or wattle of the turkey and 
other fowls, and humorously to pendulous folds of 
flesh about the human throat. 

1590 Shaks. Mids. N. 11. i. 50 When she drinkes, against 
her lips I bob. And on her wither’d dewlap potire the Ale. 
1654 Gayton Pleasant Notes 11. iii 42 The dulapes and 
the jawy part of the face. s668 Wilkins Real Char. 161 
Described to have a dew-lap under the throat. .Senembi, 
Iguana. 1690 W. Walker Idiomat. Anglo-Lat. 222 Dew- 
laps hang down from his chaps. X774 Goldsm. Nat. Hist. 
(1862) I. 1. iii. 267 The skin hangs loose . . in a kind of dewlap. 
1859 J. Brown Rab. $ F. (1862) 9 He [mastiff] .. has the 
Shaksperian dewlaps shaking as he goes. 1863 Whyte 
Melville Gladiators I. 3 Gelert is down, torn and mangled 
from flank to dewlap. 

2 . ‘ A brand used in marking cattle, being a cut 
in the lower part of the neck ’ (Farmer, American - 
isms , 1889). 

Hence Bewlapped, having a dew-lap. 
c 1420 Pallad. on Husb. iv. 679 [699] Compact, a runcle 
necke,. dewlapped syde U nto the kne. 1590 Shaks. M ids. N. 
iv. i. 127 My hounds are bred out of the Spartan kinde ... 
Crooke-kneed, and dew-lapt, like Thessalian Buis, a 1732 
Gay (JJ, The dewlapt bulinow chafesalong the plain. x8c6 
Southey Lett. (1856) I. 355 He is a fat, dew-lapped, velvet- 
voiced man.^ 1887 Ruskin Hortus Indusus xx Dew-lapped 
cattle, .feeding on the hillside above. 

Dewle, obs. f. duie r Dole, Dool, grief, mourning. 
Dewless (dixies), a. [f. Dew + -less.] De- 
void of or without dew. 

a 16x8 Sylvester Maiden's Blush 1322 Both solstices like 
deawless and’ adust. 1799 Campbell Pleas. Hope r, When 
the sea- wind wafts the dewless day. 1832 Tennyson 
Milled s Dau. 246 On the chalk-hill the bearded grass Is 
dry and dewless. X865 E. Burkitt Walk to Land's End 


36 What a dewless Sahara would he the walk of life 
without the companionship of children t 

Dew-point: (dizrp°ni t )* That point of at- 
mospheric temperature at which dew begins to 
be deposited. 

1833 N. Arnott Physics fed. 5) II. 47 The degree of heat 
at which the dew begins to appear is called the dew-point , 
being an important particular in the meteorological report 
of the day. 1843 Proc. Amer. Phil. Sac. II. 249 Professor 
Baebe described a dew-point hygrometer. 1854 Hooker 
Himal. Jrnls. I. i. 14 This indicated a dew-point of xi^ a . 
1878 Huxley Physiogr. 52 When the temperature is suffi- 
ciently lowered, the dew-point is reached. 

Dew-rake (diirr^k). [f. Dew sb. + Rake sb ] 
A rake for the surface of grass or stubble. 

1659 G auden Tears of Ch. 381 Like dew-rakes and 
harrowes, armed with so many teeth. 1806-7 A. Young 
Agric. Essex (18x3} I. 108, 4 dew rakes, 20s. each. x886 
Daily News 24 Sept. 7/2 Where stubble is much infested it 
should l>e brushed off with poles . . and collected as closely 
as possible for burning by means of * dew rakes *. 

Hence Dewrake v. 

1797 A. Young Agric. Suffolk 55 The stubbles are dew- 
raked, by men drawing a long iron-toothed rake. 

Dewrance, obs. form of Durance. 

Dewre, var. of Dure v. Obs. 

Dew-ret (clizrret), v. Also -rot, -rate. [f. 
Dew sb. + Ret v.] trans. To ret or macerate (flax, 
hemp, etc.) so as to detach the fi bre from the woody 
stem, by exposure to the dew and atmospheric in- 
fluence instead of by steeping in water. Hence 
Dew -retting vbl. sb. 

17x0 Hilman Tusser Redivivus , There is a Water-retting 
and a Dew-retting, which last is done on a good Rawing, or 
aftermath of a Meadow Water. 1807 Vancouver Agric. 
Devon (1813) 208 The flax is always dew-rotted, ax 825 
Forby Voc. E. Anglia, Dew-retting, which is spreading 
the crop on the grass, and turning it now and then to 
receive the dew. 1846 J. Baxter Libr. Pract. Agric. (ed. 4) 
I. 274 In Dorsetshire and the neighbourhood the flax 
growers have generally adopted the practice of dew retting. 
1849 Jrnl, R. Agric. Soc, X. 1. 180. It takes perhaps six 
weeks to dew-ret hemp. 1877 N. W.Linc. Gloss., Dew-rated , 
said of flax, which is retted on the ground, not by steeping 
in water. 

Be wry, obs. form of Dowry. 

Dews, -e, obs. form of Deuce. 

Bewsant, var. Deusan Obs., a kind of apple. 
Dew-snail (diarsn/ 1 !). Obs. exc. dial. [f. Dew 
sb. + Snail.] A slug. (So called from appearing 
while the dew is on the herbage.) 

1548 Thomas Iial. Gram., Lumaca, the dewe snayle that 
hath no house. x6xx Cotgr,, Limace, (properly- the dew 
Snaile, or Snaile without a. shell, 1699 Roberts Voy. Levant 
15 All the sustenance we had there was three Dew snails, 
and some Roots. 1725 Bradley Fani. Diet. s. v. Diseases 
of Trees, Those Animals call’d Earwigs and Dew-snails, eat 
the finest Fruits on the Trees. 1783 Ainsworth Lat. Diet. 
(Morellj ii, Limax, A snail, a dew-snail, or slug. 18801 
W. Cornwall Gloss, s. v., As slippery as a dew-snail. x888 
Elworthy W. Somerset Word-bk., Dew-snail, the large 
black slug. 

t Dewtry. Obs. Forms: 6-7 dentroa, 7 
deufcro, doutro, doutry, dutry, dutra, deutery, 
7-8 dewtry. [From Western Indian vernacular 
forms of Skr. dhaUura, Datura: e.g. Marathi 
dkutra, d/iotrd, dialectally dhutra.] The Thorn- 
apple, Datura Stramonium, and other Indian 
species of the genus; a drug or drink prepared 
from this, employed to produce stupefaction, 

1598 W. Phillips tr. Linsckoten 60 (Y.) An hearbe called 
Deutroa, which beareth a, seede, whereof bruising out the 
sap, they... give it to their husbands, eyther in meate or 
dnnke, and presently therewith the Man is as though hee 
were half© out of his wits. 1662 J. Davies tr. Mandelslo's 
Trav. 104 A drug which . .stupefies his senses. . The Indians 
call tins herb Doutro, Doutry, or Datura. 1678 Butler 
Hud. iii. i. 321 Make lechers and their punks, with dewtry, 

1 Commit phantastical advovrtry. 1691 Shadwell Scozurers 
v, Some rogue that had a mind to marry me gave me deutery 
last night 1696 Ovington Voy. Suratt 235 (Y.) Mixing 
Dutra and Water together to drink.. which will intoxicate 
■; almost to Madness. 1698 Fryer Acc. E. India $ P. 33 
; They give her Dutry ; when half mad she throws herself 
into the Fire, and they ready with great Logs keep her in 
his Funeral Pile/ a xyxx Ken Mymmtheo Post. Wks. xyax. 
II I. 192 As Indian Dames, their Consorts to abuse, Dewtry 
by Stealth into their Cups infuse. 

Dew-worm (di? 7 *w»im). [f. Dew sb. + 

Worm. OE. deaw-wyrnt, Du. dauwworm, are 
known only in the sense ‘ ring-worm ’ ; E.Fris. 
dauwurm is ‘ earth-worm J and ‘ring-worm’ ; Da. 
t dugerrm ‘ a dew-snail *.] The common earth-worm ; 

■ in OE. a name of the disease ring-worm. 

c xooo Sax. Leechd. IX "122 Wi< 5 ..deaw wyrmum genim 
! ; doccan oSSe clatan. . 1599 Marston Sco. Villanie m. vii. .206 
Cling’d so dose, like deaw- worms in, the morne. 1653 
Walton Angler 92. The Dew-worm which some call the 
Lob-worm. 1675 Teonge Diary (1825) 83 Earth . . like that 
[ ; which' dew-wormes throe, up. ' 1829 Sporting M ag. XXIII. 

1 : 222: The small dew-worm is an' excellent bait. 1875 M. G.. 
j , Pearse Daniel Quorm 27 Like to a dew-worm that hears 
! ! you a cornin’ an’ starts back into his hole in a minute. 1873 
| ' ‘Stonehenge ’ Brit. Sports. 1. \\ § 3. 312 The dew- worm, or 
I large garden-worm,, six to twelve inches in length, , 

1 Dewy (di^'i), a. [OE. ddawig, f. dim} Dew : 

■ see -Y. /.Not recorded in ME. ; prob. formed anew 
in Mod. Eng. (Cf. MHG. touwee, Ger. thauig, 

| Sw. daggig).] 


DEWY, 
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1. Characterized by the presence of dew, abound- 
ing with dew ; covered or wet with dew. 

a 1000 Caedmon’s Exod. 344 (Gr.: Guj?cyste on)>rang deawi?; 
seeaftum. a 1533 Ld, Berners Gold. Bk. M. A urcl. (1546) 
S ij b, After the night cometh the dewy mornyng. 1579 
Spenser Sheph. Cal. May 316 The deawie night now doth 
nye, 1667 Milton B. C l * 743 From Noon to dewy Eve. 
1699 Pom fret Bast. Dss. Death Q. Mary 4 He found Cos- 
melia weeping on the dewy ground. 176a Falconer Shlpwr . 
1. 267 Decking with countless gems the dewy lawn. 1834 
Ht. Martineau D enter ara iv. 48 However dewy the evening, 
she must stand in the grass. 1893 Westm. Gaz 15 July 2/1 
Water-hens were hurriedly gathering dewy slugs, 
b. Affected by the influence of dew. 

1725 Pope Odyss. xvn. 688 The sun obliquely sho. nis 
dewy ray. 179a S. Rogers Pleas. Mem . 1. 215 Twilights 
dewy tints deceived his eye. 1793 Southey Joan of Arc 
vin. 133 O'er the landscape spread The dewy light. 1833 
Ht. Martineau Cinnamon § P. Hi, 42 The dewy radiance 
of a morning in paradise. 

2. transf Wet or moistened, as with dew. X 11 
Bot. Appearing as if covered with dew. 

1577 b. Googe Heresbach’s Hitsb. 1. (1586' 44 b, Newe 
grounde for Meddowe. . take such as is ritche, devvye, levell, 
or a little hanging. ^ 1390 Spenser F. Q. m. ii. 34 And her 
faire deawy eies with kisses deare Shee ofte did bathe. 
1833 Lynch Self-Improv. ii. 40 His eye. .will be clear and 
calm, and sometimes dewy. 1836 Miss Yonge Daisy Chain 
\. xx iv. (1879) 250 Pulling off the spectacles that had 
become very dewy. 

3. Of the nature or quality of dew.dew-like, moist. 

£•1000 Sax. Leechd. II. 258 J>ara breosta bij> deawig 
wa-tung swa swa sie xespat. 1363 W. Fulkh Meteors 
(1640) 36 b, Already resolved into dewy drops of rayne, 1594 
ohaks. Rich. Ilf v. iii. 283, I would these dewy teares 
were from the ground. 1398 Florio, Nebbiai-ella , a deawie 
exhalation, thinner then a cloud. 1633 Swan Spec . M. vi. 
§ 2 (1643) 197 Sea-water, when it is boyled, doth evaporate 
a dewie or waterie humour. 1650 W. Brough Sacr. Princ . 
(1659) Ia 4 What is my deawy sweat to Thy bloody agony. 
1794 Mrs. Radcliffe Myst. Udolpho iv, The vales below 
were still wrapped in dewy mist. 

4. Of dew, made or consisting of dew. poetic. 

1820 Keats Isabella xxiv, Ere the hot sun count His 

dewy rosary on the eglantine 1821 Shelley Music 15 When 
the not noon has drained its dewy cup. 1837 Hooo Mids. 
Fairies Ixxix, The buds were hung with dewy beads. 

5 . Jig. Likened iti some quality to dew, dew- 
like ; falling gently, vanishing, as the dew. poetic . 

1611 W. Sclater Key 1629) 188 Those e<f>£/uepoi, diary 
dewy Christians, whose goodnesse is dissipate as soone as 
euer the Sunne beholds it. 1667 Milton P. L. ix. 1044 Till 
dewie sleep Oppress'd them, a 1670 Hacket Abp. Williams 
it. (1692) 144 Some of their Ministers that were softened with 
the dewy drops of his tongue. 1791 Cowfer Iliad n. 41 
Awaking from thy dewy slumbers. 1830 Tennyson Ode to 
Memory i, Strengthen me, enlighten me 1 . . Thou dewy dawn 
of memory. 

6. Comb, (poetic), a. adverbial, as dewy-bright , 
-dark, - fresh , -warm, etc. b. para synthetic, as 
dewy-eyed , -feathered, - pinioned -swarded, etc. 
OE, had dlawizfebere * dewy-pinioned. 

a 1000 Caedmons Gen. 1984 (Gr.) Sang se wanna fugel, 
deawig-feefera. — Exod. 163. 1632 Milton Pcnseroso 146 

Entice the dewy-feathered sleep. 1730-46 Thomson A utumn 
061 The dewy-skirted clouds imbibe the sun. 1777 E Liz. 
Ryves Poems 36 Dewy-pinioned twilight’s shadowy reign. 
1796 T. Townsend Poems 69 Some dewy-feather’d herald 
send. 1820 K eats / sabella xxxvii, Its eyes . . all dewy bright 
with love. 1833 Tennyson CEnone 47 Aloft the mountain 
lawn was dewy-dark, And dewy-dark aloft the mountain 
pine. 1833 — Poems 40 Upon the dewy-swarded slope. 
1842 — Gardened s Dau. 43 The fields between Are dewy- 
fresh. 1847 — Princ. 1. 93 Green gleam of dewy-tassell’d 
trees. ^ 1864 — En. Ard. 6it November dawns and dewy- 
glooming downs. 

Dewy, ME. inf. of Dew v. 

Dewyce, -ys, -yss(e, obs. ff. Device, Devise. 
Dewzin, var. Decs an Obs., a kind of apple. 
Dexe, dext, obs. forms of Desk. 
Bexiocardia (de:ksi|i?ka‘idia). Path. [a. Gr. 
8e£i6-s on the right side + teapdia heart.] An 
anomaly of development in man in which the 
heart is on the right side ; sometimes applied to 
cases in which the heart is displaced to the right 
side in consequence of disease. 

x856 T. B. Peacock Malformations of Heart 1 Transpo- 
sition, Dexiocardia. .when the heart is placed in a position 
on the right side corresponding to that which it should 
occupy on the left. 1873 Hayden Dis. Heart 103 Hope has 
also noted, in a case of dexiocardia, the existence of systolic 
murmur, which ceased on the return of the heart to its 
normal position. 1883 Syd. Soc. Lex. 

Bexiotrop© ^deflesi^tr^p), a. [f. Gr. 8 e£i 6 -s 
on or to the right +~rpoiros turning,] *=next. 

1883 Syd. Soc. Lex., Dexiotrope, a term signifying turn- 
ing or turned to the right, as the spire of some shells. 
Bexiotropic (deksi^trp-pUO, a. [f. as prec. 
+ -IC : cf. Gr. Tpomtcbs having a turning, inclined.] 
Turning or turned to the right : said spec, of those 
‘ reversed ’ Gastropod Molluscs in which the spire 
turns to the right ; opposed to leiotropic. 

The terms leiotropic and dexiotropic as used by Ray 
Lankester refer to the left and right sides of the animal, 
not of the spectator as is the case with dextral and sinis- 
trnl. Hence dexiotropic is the opposite of dextral. 

1883 Ray Lankester in Encycl. Brit. XVI. 661 ( Mollusca > 
In Planorbis, which is dexiotropic (as are a few other 
genera or exceptional varieties of Anisopleurous Gastropods) 
instead of being leiotropic, the osphradium is on the left side 
. . the whole series of unilateral organs being reversed. This 
is . . what is found to be the case in all ‘ reversed ’ Gastropods. 


f De'Xter, sb. Obs. rare. [app. :—OE. *dea- 
gestre , degestre, degstre , f. deagian to Dye : cf. 
D TESTER.] A dyer. 

14. . Puentia vel Infancia Christi 569 In Horstmann 
Altengl. Leg. (1878) 119/2 A dyer yn hys dore he stode. .pe 
dexter on Jhesu clede calle : Knowst j?ou owte of mystere ? 
Ibid. 613 j7e dexter toke vp a fyre-brond. 

Dexter (de'kstw), a. {sb. and adv.) [a. L. dexter 
on the right hand or right side, right, a compara- 
tive form from root dex- cognate with Gr. 8<e£i6$, 
and Goth, taikswa, Skr. daksha , daksh-ina, from 
a primitive form *dekswo-.] 

A. adj. 1. Belonging to or situated on the right 
side of a person, animal, or object worn on the 
body; right; esp. in fler, the opposite of Sinister. 

The dexter side of a person, animal, shield, etc., is to the 
left of the spectator facing it, which is important in 
Heraldry: see quot. 1882. 

1362 Leigh A r movie (159 7) 64 b, Seing you call this a 
Bende Sinister, wher fore did you not call the other dexter 
bend ? Because it is knowne to all . . if it bee named a bend 
and no more to be a bende dexter. 1372 Bossewell 
Armorie n. 33 b, At the Dexter angle of the shielde. 1600 
Dymmok Ireland (1843) 33 There was loste in the retreyte 
of the dexter winge of the forlorne hope, capten Boswell. 
1705 Lond Gaz. No. 4110/4 A Dexter Hand holding a 
Branch of Acorns. 1762 Falconer Shipwr. 1. 766 The im- 
perial trident graced her dexter hand. _ 1878 Browning Poets 
Croisic cxv, [He] pressed to heart His dexter hand. 1882 
Cussans Handbk. Her. 45 The right-hand side ... [of the 
shield] would be towards the left of a spectator ; and in a 
representation of a coat of arms, that part of the shield 
which appears on the left side is called the Dexter, and that 
on the right , the Sinister. 

fig. 1581 Marbeck Bk. of Notes 270 Aristotle in Politices, 
admonisheth that men which haue learned to do sinister 
things, ought not be compelled to doe thinges dextere.^ 
f to. Situated, on the side which is to the right 
of the spectator. Obs. 

1Q74 Jeake Arith. (1696) 210 The dexter Figure of the 
Quotient shall be Primes. 

f c. Of omens : Seen or heard on the right side ; 
hence, auspicious, favourable, propitious. Obs. 

1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud Ep. iv. v. 191 Sinister and 
dexter respects. 1676 Hobbes Iliad 11677) 203 This said, 
an eagle dexter presently. Flew over them. 1713-20 Pope 
Iliad xin, 1039 On sounding wings a dexter eagle flew. 

dL Belonging to the right hand ; right ; straight- 
forward, fair. rare. 

a 1734 North Exam. in. vii. § 53 (1740) 542 The managers 
of these Petitions used all Manner of Arts, dexter and 
sinister, to gain People’s Hands or Marks. 

f2. -Dexterous. Obs. 

1597 Lowe Chirurg. (1634) 320 A man of great learning 
and experience, most fortunate and dexter in. this operation. 
1622 F. Markham Bk. Warn. i. § 6. 43 He is more swift, 
more dexter, and more seruiceable. 1659 Torriano, Piero , 
nimble, lively, dexter either of body or mind. 

B sb. The right (hand or side). 

2814 Cary Dante, Paradise xv. 18 The horn That on the 
dexter of the cross extends. 

C. adv. On the right side, to the right. 

1715-20 Pope Odyss. xv. 184 The bird majestic flew Full 

dexter to the car. Ibid. 573 Yon bird that dexter cuts the 
aerial road, Rose ominous. 

D. Comb. Dexterways, -wise, on the right 
side, to the right. 

# X610 Guillim Heraldry iv. xiv. fi6ti) 224 Foure speares 
in bend garnished with Penoncels dexterwaies. 

+ Dexte*rical, a. [irreg. f. L. dexter (see 
prec.) + -ic + -al.] Dexterous, adroit, skilful. 

1607 Walicington Opt. Glass (N,), Those have most dex- 
terical wits. Ibid. 27 It is called . . the right hand of the 
minde, because it makes any conceit dexterical. 1644 Bul- 
Wer Chiron . 10 A smirke, quick and dextericall wit. 

t Deste'rious, a. Obs. A 17 th c. variant of 
Dextekocs. 

1629 Symmer Spir. Posie r. iv. 15 His dexterious his- 
trionicall acting of his part. 1644 Bulwer Chirol. 134 Which 
if it once grow dexterious by habituall tbeeving. Ibid. 179 
To scrape and get by such dexterious endeavours. 1653 
Gloria Narcissus I. 248 By his dexterious valour. 

f Bexfce'riously, adv. Obs. [see prec.] A 17 th 
c. variant of Dexterously. 

1601 Shaks. Twel. N. 1. v. 66 01 . Can you do it ? Clo. 
Dexteriously, good Madona. 1603 Bacon Adv. Learn. 11. 
xxii. § 15 [The Sophist] he calleth Left-handed, because 
with all his rules, .he cannot form a man so Dexteriously. . 
as loue can do. a 1633 Naunton Fragm. Reg. (Arb.) 28 
To play his part well, and dexteriously. 1663 F. Hawkins 
Youths' Behav. 102 Dexteriously, quickly. 

Dexterity (dekste*riti). [ad. L. dcxteritds , 
f. dexter : see above and -ity. Cf. F. dexterity 
(1539 in Hatz.-Darm.), perh. the immediate source.] 

1. Manual or manipulative skill, adroitness, neat- 
handedness ; hence, address in the use of the limbs 
and in bodily movements generally. 

. 1548 Udall, etc. Erasm. Par. Pref. (R.), A prince., of 
inuincible fortitude, of notable actiuitee, of dexteritee woon* 
derfull. 1378 T. N. tr. Cong. W. India 279 They have 
great dexteritie and skill u* swimming. 1391 Garrard Art 
IVarre 2 Able to handle his Peece with due dexteritie. 
1603 Holland Plutarch's Mor. to 7 A Chirurgian when he 
maketh incision . . had need to use great dexteritie. 1703 
Moxon Meek. Exerc. 214 Some Turners to shew their Dex- 
terity in Turning . . Turn long and slender Sprigs of Ivory, 
as small as an Hay-stalk. 1776 Gibbon Dec. 1 . <$• F. i. (1838) 
1. 12 To dispute with them the prize of superior strength or 
dexterity. 1848 Macaulay Hist, Eng. I. 382 His dexterity 
at sword and pistol made him a terror to all men. 


DEXTEROUS. 

2. Mental adroitness or skill ; ‘ readiness of ex- 
pedient, quickness of contrivance, skill of manage- 
ment ’ (J.) ; cleverness, address, ready tact. Some- 
times in a bad sense : cleverness in taking an 
ad van f age, sharpness. 

1527 Citron. Calais (Camden 1846) 114 (Stanf ) Expedyente 
that she by her greate wisdom and dexteryte do cause the 
kyng her sonne to write to such cardynelles as be at lyberte. 
ci 529 Wolsey in Ellis Orig. Lett. Ser. 1. II. 8 Aftyr your 
accustomable wysdom and dexteryte. 1349 Compl. Scot. 
G872) 4 Gompant to the deuot Kyng, Numa pompilius..for 
his prudens ande dixtirite. 1598 Shaks. Merry W. iv v. 120 
My admirable dexteritie of wit. 1647 Clarendon Hist. Reb . 
vm. (1703)11. 467 The dexterity that is universally practiced 
in those parts. 1636 Bramhall Replic. iv. 177 Persons of 
great maturity judgement, of known dexterity, in the 
Cannon Laws. 1677 Gale Crt. Gentiles II. hi. 99 Al manner 
of Calliditie or dexteritie to cheat and deceive. X732 Ber- 
keley Alciphr. v. | 15, I admire his address and dexterity 
in argument. 1807-8 Syd. Smith Plymley's Lett. Wks. 
(1859) 1L 161/r It is not . , that the > dexterity of honest 
Englishmen will ever equal Jhe dexterity pf French knaves. 
1874 Green Short Hist, v iL § 6. 404 Elizabeth trusted to 
her dexterity to keep out of the storm. 

f b. with pi. A dexterous or clever act ; in bad 
sense, a piece of ‘ sharp practice \ Obs. 

1577-87 Holinshed Ckron. III. 1104/2 Being acquainted 
with the citizens, knowing the corruptions and dexterities of 
them in such cases. 1621 G. Hellier in Lismore Papers 
(1888) Ser. 11. III. 29 By dextereaties I yett retayne them. 
1635 R. Bolton Cornf. Ajfl. Consc. iv. 176 In pressing, the 
law, besides other dexterities. 1805 Foster Ess. 1. vii. 92 
All these accommodating dexterities of reason, 
f 3. Handiness, conveniency, suitableness. Obs. 
1611 Coryat Crudities Oration 5 He. trauelleth . . for the 
commodity of his studies, and the dexterity of his life. 1614 
T. Adams Devils Banquet 18 A full belly is not of such 
dexteritie for the Deuils imployment, as a full braine. 

4. lit. Right-handedness ; the using of the right 
hand in preference to the left, rare and late. 

a 188a Lancet tO.\ Dexterity appears to be confined to the 
human race, for the monkey tribes use the right and left 
limbs indiscriminately. 1885 Science V. June 460 In the 
drawings of the cave-men of France, .the proportion of left- 
hand drawings is greatly in excess of what would now be 
found; but there is still a distinct preponderance of the 
right hand, which, however originated, has sufficed, to deter- 
mine the universal dexterity of the whole historic period. 
1891 D. Wilson Right Hand 39 To determine the prefer- 
ence for one hand over the other, and so to originate the 
prevalent law of dexterity. 

Dexterous, dextrous (de-ksteras, de-kstras), 
a. Also 7 Dexterious. [f. h. dexter, dextr- right, 
handy, dexterous, dexira the right hand + -ous. 
If an analogous word had been formed in L., it 
would have been dextrosus ; hence dextrous (cf. 
sinistrous ) is the more regular form ; but dexterous 
appears to prevail in 19 th c. prose.] 
f l. Situated on the right side or right-hand; 
right, as opposed to left ; = Dexter i , Dextral. 

1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. iv, v. 190 The dextrous and 
sinistrous parts of the body. 1678 Cudworth Intell. Syst. 
221 The Contrarieties and Conjugations of things, such as.. 
Dextrous and Sinistrous, Eaven and Odd, and the like. 
f2. Handy, convenient, suitable, fitting. Obs. 

1605 Bacon Adv. Learn, ir. xv. § 2 The Art.. is barren, 
that is, not dexterous to be applyed to the serious vse of 
businesse and occasions. 

3. Deft or nimble of hand, neat-handed ; hence 
skilful in the use of the limbs and in bodily move- 
ments generally. 

1633-56 Cowley Davideis iv. 353 So swift, so strong, so dex- 
trous none beside. 1630 Fuller Pisgah 1. 423 Though skil- 
full in the Mathematicall.. so dexterous in the manual part. 
1697 Dryden Virg. Georg, in. 570 The dext'rous Huntsman 
wounds not these afar. 1776 Gibbon Decl. F. I. xviii.483 
He was a dextrous archer. x8oi Southey Thalaba ni . xviii, 
With dexterous fingers. 1818 J as. M ill Brit, India II. iv. 
i. 13 The flagellants in India are said to be so dextrous, as 
to kill a man with a few strokes of the chawbuck. 

4. Having mental adroitness or skill ; skilful or 
expert in contrivance or management ; clever. 

1622 Mabbe tr. Aleman* s Guzman d'Alf ii. * * iva, As 
dextrous in Letters as disciplin’d in Armes. 1642 Fuller 
Holy Sf Prof. St. iv. ix. 281 Generally the most dex- 
terous in spirituall matters are left-handed in temporall 
businesse. 1672 Marvell Reh. Tramp. L 194 A dex- 
terous Scholastical Disputant, a 1720 Sheffield (Dk. 
Buckhm.) Wks. (17531 H. 25 To which, that dextrous 
Minister replied something haughtily. 1838 Thirlwall 
Greece IV. 433 A dexterous politician of Lysander’s school. 
a 1843 Southey Doctor clxxiv. (1862) 457 She was devout 
in religion, decorous in conduct . . dextrous in business. 
1830 Mrs, Jameson Leg. Monas t, Ord. (1863) 333 Dexterous 
in the management of temporal affairs. 

tto. In a bad sense : ‘ Clever \ crafty, cunning. 
X70X tr. Le Clerc's Prim. Fathers (1702) 154 Eusebius .. 
was a dextrous Person which made no scruple to subscribe 
to Terms which he did not like, a *715 Burnet Own Time 
(1823) I. 332 Ward . . was a very dexterous man if not too 
dexterous ; for his sincerity was much questioned. 

5. Of things: Done with or characterized by 
dexterity; skilful, clever. 

<2x625 Beaum. & Fl. Bloody Brother iv. ii, He. .cuts 
through the elements for us. . In a fine dextrous line. 1627-77 
Ffxtham Resolves 1. lxxxviii. 136 A dexterous Art shows 
cunning and industry ; rather than judgment and ingenuity. 
1748 Anson's Voy. it- xiv. 287 Trained to the dexterous use 
of their fire arms.^ x8o8 Syd. Smith Wks. (1859 I* 115/1 An 
uninterrupted series of dexterous conduct. 

6 . Using the right hand in preference to the left ; 

right-handed. In mod. Diets. 


DEXTEROUSLY, 

De*xterously, de’xtrously, adv. [f. prec. 
+ -lx (See also Dexteriously.)] 1. In a dex- 
terous manner, with dexterity ; adroitly, cleverly, 
a. With manual dexterity. 

1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. iv. v. 191 Many women, and 
some men, who though they accustome themselves untoeither 
hand, do dexterously make use of neither. 1659 B. Harris 
ParivaVs / ron Age 139 And so neately, and dexterously 
retorted the ball._ 1685 Boyle Effects of Mot. ix, 109 A glass 
being dextrously inverted and shaken. 1766 Goldsm. Vic. IV. 
xxvii, Observing the manner in which I had disposed my 
books.. he very dextrously displaced one of them. 1856 
Kane A ret. Expl. II. xv. 163 So dexterously has this 
thrust to be made. 

b. With mental dexterity. 

1605 Bacon Adv. Learn. 1. viii. § 2 The good parts he 
hath he will .'. use . . dexterously. 1648 Boyle Seraph. Love 
vi. 11700^ 42 The Condition of Lovers . . so dexterously and 
delightfully described. 1699 Bentley Phal 287 He explains 
very dextrously. .the expression of Phalaris. 1798 Ferriar 
lilust. Sterne, Eng. Hist. 248 The small chasms of private 
history are so dextrously supplied. 1849 Macaulay Hist. 
Eng. II. 24 Dexterously accommodating his speech to the 
temper of his audience. 1836 Dove Logic Chr. Faith 
Xntrod. § 6. 23 Scepticism dextrously fights one department 
against the other. 

2. With the right hand, rare . 

1830 Blackw. Mag. XXVIII. 888 We often stand .. dex- 
terously, and sinistrously fingering the string. 

Be’xterousness, &e*xtrousness„ [f. as 
prec. + -ness.] The quality of being dexterous or 
adroit in mind or body; dexterity. 

1622 Mabbe tr. Aleman's Guzman d*A l/ar. 11. **va, 
The modesty and dextrousnes of his style. 1674 tr. 
Scheffer' s Lapland xxvi. 124 Olaus Magnus .. wonderfully 
extols their dextrousness herein. 1677 W. Hubbard Nar- 
rative 66 The subtlety and dexterousness of these Natives. 
1866 Mrs. Whitney L, Goldthwaite ix. (1873) 153 With dex- 
trousness and pains and sacrifice. 

Dextrad (de'kstried), adv. and a. [f. L. dextra 
right hand + - ad suffix proposed by Barclay in sense 
toward."] To or toward the right side of the body ; 
dextrally. 

1803 J. Barclay New Anatomical Nomencl. 165-6 The 
new terms by a change of termination, may be used adver- 
bially. .Dextrad will signify towards the dextral aspect. 
1882 Wilder & Gage Anatom. Technol. 27 Barclay pro- 
posed that the various adjective forms should be converted 
into adverbs by substituting for the ending -al the letters 
-ad, the Latin equivalent of the English -ward. Thus 
dorsal , ventral , dextral, sinistral , and lateral become 
dorsad, ventrad, dextrad, sinistrad, and late rad. 1883 
Syd. Soc. Lex., Dextrad aspect. 

Dextral (de'kstral), a. [f. L. dextra right 
hand + -al. Late L. has dex trails, dextrale as sbs ] 

1. Situated on the right side of the body ; right, 
as opposed to left. 

1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. iv. v. 188 Which should 
hinder the Liver from enabling the dextrall parts. 1794 
Mathias Purs. Lit. iv. 452 Throw wide that portal ; let no 
Roman wait, But march with Priestly through the dextral 
gate. 

t b. Of omens : Auspicious, favourable. Obs. 
1774 Poetry in Ann. Reg. 203 No eastern meteor glar’d 
beneath the sky, No dextral omen. 

2. Conchol. Of a gastropod shell : Having the 
spire or whorl ascending from left to right (i.e. of 
the external spectator), which is the prevalent form. 

1847 Craig, s. v., A dextral shell, as in mostly all univalves, 
has its turns or convolutions from left to right when placed 
in a perpendicular position. 1831 Richardson Geol. viii. 241 
In the first instance the shell is termed dextral ; in the latter 
it is called sinistral or reversed. 1854 Woodward Mollusca 
(1856) 46 Left-handed, or reversed, varieties of spiral shells 
have been met with in some of the very common species, 
like the whelk and garden snail. Bulimus citrinus is as 
often sinistral as dextral. 1866 Tate Brit. Mollusks Hi. 43 
When the aperture of the shell is on the right-hand side 
it is said to be dextral. 

Dextrality (dekstrsediti). [f. prec. + -ity.] 

1. The condition of having the right side differ- 
ing from the left. 

1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. iv. v. 187 If there were a 
determinate prepotency in the right . . wee might expect the 
same in other animals, whose parts are also differenced by 
dextrality. Ibid. 191 This doth but peti[ti]onarily inferre 
a dextrality in the heavens. 

2. The use by preference of the right hand, and the 
limbs of the right side generally ; right-handedness. 

1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. iv. v. 187 Did not institu- 
tion, but Nature determine dextrality, there would be many 
more Scevolaes then are delivered in story. 1881 Le Conte 
Mojioc. Vision 94 There is no doubt that dextrality affects 
the whole side of the body. 

f Be'xtralize, V . Obs. rare. [f. Dextral a. 
+ -ize.] irans. To make a ‘ right * hand or f right * 
side of ; hence to use in preference to the other. 

1631 Biggs New Disp. F 196 Dextralize and preferre it 
before their laxatives. 

Dextrally (de*kstrali), adv. [f. Dextral a. 
+ -LY 2 .] In a dextral way or direction ; to the 
right, as opposed to the left. 

1881 Le Conte Monoc. Vision 19 To rotate it on its axis 
outward, i. e. dextrally — or like the bands of a watch. 1883 
fourn. Bot. Brit. $ For. 237 The spathes. .are rolled up in- 
differently either way— either dextrally or sinistrally— in 
about equal numbers, 

Dextrane (de-kstr^n). Chem, . [f. L. dextra 

right hand + -axe,]'. An amorphous dextro-rota- 
tory gummy substance C 6 H 10 O a , found in unripe 
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beet-root, and formed in the lactic fermentation of 
sugar. 

Dextrer(e, dextrier: seeDESTREiq a war-horse. 
Dextrin (de*kstrin). Chem. Also ( less cor- 
rectly) -ine. [a. F. dextrine , f. L. dextra right- 
hand : see -in. Named by Biot and Persoz in 
1833, from the optical property mentioned below. 

1833 Biot& Persoz in Ann. de Chimie et de Physique 
[2] lii. 72 Nous la nommons dextrine, pour la designer par 
le caractere special que lui donne le sens et l’energie de son 
pouvoir rotatoire.] 

A soluble gummy substance into which starch is 
converted when subjected to a high temperature, 
or to the action of dilute alkalis or acids, or of 
diastase. Called also British gum, and Leiocome. 

It has the same chemical composition as starch, but is not 
coloured blue by iodine, and has the property of turning the 
plane of polarization 138-68° to the right; whence its name. 

1838 T. Thomson Chem. Org. Bodies 653 Amidin.. caused 
a deviation of the rays to the right, about three times as 
great as common sugar — a deviation which is sensibly the 
same with that of his [M. Biot’s] dextrme . 1838 Ann. Reg. 
374 List of patents, For improvements in the manufacture 
of dextrine. 1863-72 Watts Diet. Chem . II. 313 Dextrin 
is an uncrystallizable, solid, translucent substance having 
the aspect of gum arabic. . It is employed . .for the adhesive 
layer at the back of postage-stamps. 2870 Bentley Bot. 29 
If starch be exposed to heat for a prolonged period it is 
converted into a solid gummy substance, called dextrin or 
British gum. 

Bextro-* combining form of L. dexter , dextra, 
used in the sense * (turning or turned) to the right 
in physical and chemical terms, chiefly having 
reference to the property possessed by certain 
substances of causing the plane of a ray of polar- 
ized light to rotate to the right. Among these are : 

a. Dextrog , yre(de , kstrt7 1 d3oi^) a. [L. gyrus, Gr. 
•yvpos circuit], gyrating or circling to the right. 
Dextrogyrate a. [L. gyrdt-us, pa. pple. of gyrare 
to wheel round], characterized by turning the 
plane of polarization to the right, as a dextro- 
gyrate crystal, is extrogyrous a. — Dextrog y re. 
Dextro-rota*tion, rotation to the right. Dextro- 
ro tatory a., having or producing rotation to the 
right ; dextrogyrons. 

b. Dextro-counpound, a chemical compound 
which causes dextro-iotation. Bextro-gTircose, 
the ordinary variety of Glucose or grape-sugar, 
Dextrose. Dextro-race'mic, Dextro-tartaric 
acid, the modifications of racemic and tartaric acid 
which cause dextro- rotation. Hence Dextro- 
racemate, -tartrate, the salts of these. 

a. 1876 Harley Mat. Med. 3 66 Called myco«e, because 
it is rather less dextrogyre than cane su^ar. 1878 Foster 
Phys. n. i. 197 The solutions^ of both acids have a dextro- 
rotatory action on polarized light. 1882 Nature XXV. 283 
With each electrode, diverging currents produce dextro- 
and converging ones lievo-rotation. 1883 Atheneeum 29 
Dec. 871/1 The dextrorotatory and optically inactive gums. 
2891 Lancet 3 Oct. 751 The dextro-rotatory tartaric acid. 

b. 1853 Pharmac. Jrnl. XIII. m Pasteur discovered 
that racemic acid is a compound of two acids, one of which 
turns the plane of polarization of a ray of light to the right, 
and the other to the left ; he therefore called them Dextro- 
racemic-acid and Levo-racemic-acid. Ibid. 112 A solution 
of dextro-racemate of soda and ammonia. Ibid. 377 The 
dextro-tartrate crystallizes out. 1863-72 W atts Diet. Chem. 
II. 855 Dextro-glucose occurs abundantly in sweet fruits, 
frequently together with cane sugar. 1873 Fownes ’ Chem. 
(ed. 11) 731 Dextrotartaric Acid is the acid of fruits. 

Dextrorsal, a. rare. [f. L. dextrorsum (see 
next) +- al.] (See quot.) 

1828 Webster, Dextrorsal , rising from right to left, as a 
spiral line or helix. 

Dextrorse ( dekstrp'js), a. [ad. L. dextrorsum , 
-sus, for dextrovorsum, - versum , turned to the 
right.] Turned towards the right hand. 

Used by botanists in two opposite senses. The earlier 
authors, Linnaeus, the De Candolles, etc., used it as=‘to 
the right-hand of the observer ’ ; modern botanists generally 
use it as = * to the right hand of the plant, or of a person 
round whom the plant might be twining which is to the left 
of the external observer ) 

1864 in Webster. x88o Gray Struct. Bot. iv. § 2. T40 
Direction of Overlapping. It may be to the right < dextrorse). 

Dextrose (de’ksLJLs). Chem. [f. L. dexter, 
dextra (see above \ with the ending of glucose : see 
-ose 2 .] The form of Glucose which is dextro- 
rotatory to polarized light ; dextro-glucose ; ordi- 
nary glucose or grape-sugar. 

1869 Roscoe Elem. Chem. 396 Dextrose, or right-handed 
glucose. 1872 Thudichum Chem. Phys. 7 It polarises to the 
right four times more intensely than dextrose sugar. 1878 
M. Fostkr Phys. (1879) App. 673 Dextrose is soluble in 
alcohol, but insoluble in aether. 

Dextrous : see Dexterous. 

Dey 1 (fe l ). Obs. exc. dial. Forms : 1 deese, 
3 daie, 4, 8 deie, 4-5 deye, 5-9 dey, 9 dai, dei 
\diali). [OE. dtfcge, corresp. to ON. deigja, maid, 
female servant, house-keeper (whence Sw. deja 
dairy- maid) :-OTeut. *daigjdn,iTOV& ablaut-stem of 
the vb. (in Gothic S deigan, daig, \ dig-un, digan to 
knead; whence Goth, daigs, OE. ddg, ddh, dough. 

The primitive meaning * kneader ’, * maker of bread ’, ap- 
pears in OE. in the first quotation ; in ON. and in early ME. 


BEY-HOUSE. 

we find the wider sense of ‘female servant’, ‘woman em- 
ployed in a house or farm Cf. also ON. bti-deigja \bu, 
house, household) and mod. Norw. bu-deia, sseter-deia, 
agtar-deia. The same word, or a cognate derivative of 
the same root, is understood to form the second element in 
OE. hlmfdige , hlasfdige now Lady. See also Dairy.] 

1. A woman having charge of a dairy and things 
pertaining to it ; in early use, also, with the more 
general sense, female servant, maid-servant. Still 
in living use in parts of Scotland. 

a 1000 Ags. Gloss, in Wr.-Wiilcker 277/2 Pristris [for pis- 
trix ] dae^e. a 1087 Record of Contract in Earle Land- 
Charters 268 Her swutelaS. .j? God wig se bucca haefS seboht 
Leofgife pa dmgean set noro.^toke .. mid healfan punde set 
-dSlsige abbod to ecan freote. [1086 Domesday Bk. If. 180 b, 
[In Biseley, Worcestershire] Ibi viij inter servos & ancillas Sc 
vacearius fie daia.] c 1200 Trin. Coll. Horn. 163 He awlencS 
his daie mid clones more J?an him seluen. £1325 Poem Times 
Edw. II. 81 in Pol. Songs (Camden) 327 And leveth thare 
behinde.. A serjaunt and a deie that leden a sory lif. C1386 
Chaucer Nun's Pr. T. 26 She was as it were a maner deye. 

14. . Lat. § Eng. Voc. in Wr.-Wulcker 563/42 Anadrogia, a 
deye._ Ibid. 564/6 Androckia, a deye. 1483 in Cath. Angl. 

16.. in Maidment Sc. Pasquils (1868) II. 262 An old dey 
or dairy raaidyit : Douglas Castle. 1721 Ramsay To Gay xvii, 
Dance with kiltit dees. O’er mossy plains, c zBzoLizie Lind- 
say in Child Ballads viii. (1892 ) 524/1 My father he is an old 
shepherd, My mither she is an old dey. Ibid. To the house 
o’ his father’s miik-dey. 1863 Morton Cycl. Agric. Gloss., 
Dey (Perthsh.) a dairymaid. [1866 K ogers Agric. <$- Prices 
I. ii. 14 This part of the medieval farm was under the 
management of a deye, or dairy-woman.] 

2. Extended to a man having similar duties. 

[1351 Act 25 Edw. Ill (Stat. Labourers) Stat. n. c. 1 

Chescun charetter, Caruer, Chaceour des carues, Bercher, 
Porcher, Deye, et touz autres servantz. 1363 Act 37 Edw. Ill , 

c. 14 Bovers, vachers, berchers . . Deyes, et touz autres gar- 
deinz des bestes.] 1483 Cath. Angl. 94 A Deye (Dere, deire 
A.) ; Androchius, Androchea, genatarius, genetharia. 149a 
Will of Hadley (Somerset Ho), William Bayly my dey. 
1764 Burn Poor Laws 9 [citing 25 Ed. Ill] Shepherds, 
swineherds, deies and all other servants. 1770-4 A, Hunter 
Georg. Ess. (1803) III. 262 Thus would the careful dai be 
able on all occasions to observe the particular quality of 
each individual cow’s milk. (Note. Dai or dei, in Aberdeen- 
shire, denotes the person who has the superintendence of 
a dairy, whether that person be male or female.) 

3. tomb. Dey-girl, dey-maid, a dairy-maid. 

Also Day-house, -wife, -woman. 

1828 Scott F. M. Perth xxxii, This happened so soon as 
the dey-girl.. was about to return. 

II Dey 2 (d£ J ). Forms : 7 dye, dij, dei, 7-9 dey, 
[a. F. dey, Turkish dai 1 maternal uncle*, 
also ' a friendly title formerly given to middle-aged 
or old people, esp. among the Janissaries ; and 
hence in Algiers appropriated at length to the com- 
manding officer of that corps *.] 

The titular appellation of the commanding officer 
of the Janissaries of Algiers, who, after having for 
some time shared the supreme power with the 
pasha or Turkish civil governor, in 1710 deposed 
the latter, and became sole ruler. There were also 
deys at Tunis in the 17 th c., and the title is found 
applied to the governor or pasha of Tripoli. 

‘The title of dey was not lately used at Algiers: the 
sovereign was styled pacha and effendi\ the Moors called 
him Baba “ Father”’ {Penny Cycl. 1833). 

1659 B. Harris Parivals Iron Age 294 General^ Blake .. 
set sayl for Tunnis, where he fired a castle, and nine Turk- 
ish ships in Portferino, upon the disdainful refusal of the 
Dye of that place, to give satisfaction. 1676 Lond. Gaz. 
No. 1102/1 The late Dey of Tripoli being fled, those People 
have made choice of Mustaphe Grande to succeed him. 
1678 Dryden Limlerham 1. 1, By corrupting an Eunuch, 
[hej was brought into the Seraglio privately, to see the Dye’s 
Mistress. 1679-88 Seer. Serv. Money Chets. II # fas. II 
(Camden) 91 Sent, the one to the Alcade of Alcazar, the 
other to the Dij of Algiers. 1688 Land. Gaz. No. 231 3/1 
The Dey of Tunis sent his Grace the usual Present, 1833 
Penny Cycl. I. 329/2 An insult offered by Hassein Pacha, 
the last dey, to the French consul in April 1827, induced the 
French government to send an expedition . , to take posses- 
sion of Algiers.. in June 1830. . 1843 Ibid. XXV. 366/2 Of 
twenty-three deys who reigned [in Tunis], all were strangled 
or otherwise assassinated, with the exception of five. During 
these tumultuous times, the beys, who were the second 
officers of that state,* gained the influence, and eventually 
the succession. 1847 Mrs. A. Kerr liist.Set-via 104 Of all 
the Janissaries . . none were more opposed to the Sultan than 
those at Belgrade .. Already did their commanders designate 
themselves Dahis, after the example of the Deys of Barbary. 

Dey, obs. f. Die sb . and v. 

’tDeyar. Obs. [A transl. of AF. deye in Acts 
of Edward III : see Dey* 2.] A dairy man. 

15.. transl. 37 Edw. lif e. 14 Oxherds, Cowherds, Shep- 
herds, Deyars, and all other Keepers of Beasts. 1764 Burn 
Poor Laws 19 (citing the same act). 

Deyde, obs. form of Dead, Died. 

Deye, -en, ME. form of Die v.. Dye v. 
Deye-nettle : see Dea-nettle. 

Deyer, obs. form of Dyer. 

Deyery, obs. form of Dairy. 

Deyf(fe, obs. form of Deaf. 

Bey-house (d^-hems). Now local. Forms : 
4 deyhus, 6 dayEowse, deahonse, deyhowse. 
[f. Dey 1 4 House.] A dairy or dairy-house. 

1342-74 Roll in Scriptores tres (Surtees) App. cxli, Item 
unam stabulam et unura deyhus de Petynton. a 1547 Surv. 
Tykford Priory in Monast. Anglic. V. 206 On the northside 
the gate is a howse called the dayhowse. 1565-73 Cooper 


DEY1TE. 


DI-. 


Thesaurus, Casearia taberna . .A day house where cheese is 
made. 1578 Lane . Wills III. xox Item belongyng to y u 
deahouse xij brasse pannes vij skelletes two ladles and a 
scomer. 1825 Britton Beauties of Wiltsb . (E. I>. S. 1879), 
Deyhonse, Da.’ us, Dayns , a dairy, or room in which the 
cheese is made. 1883 Cope Ham fish. Gloss., Dey-kus. 
xSgoGlouc. Gl, Dey-house (pronounced dey’us), the dairy. 
Deyite, obs. form of Deity. 

Beyl, -lie, obs. ff, Dole, Dool, grief, mourning. 
Beyle, deyll, obs. form of Deal, part. 
Deyme, obs. form of Deem v . 

Beyn, obs. Sc. variant of Bast 1 : see Drn sb. 
Beyn, for deyen, obs. inf. of Die v., Dye v. 
Beyn, deyne, obs. ff. Dean sb.^ and K 
Deyne, obs. f. Deign a'., var. of Dain sb., a., 
v., Digne, a. 

1500-20 Dunbar Poems (1893) xlu. 28 To lulce on me be 
thocht greit deyne. 

Beynous, obs. form of Deignous a. 

Beynt, Beynte, -tie, Deynteous, Beynt- 
eth, etc. ; see Daint-. 

Beype, obs. form of Deep. 

Deyr, deyre, obs. ff. Dear, Dere, hurt. 

C1470 Henry Wallace tv. 561 Wallace persauit his men 
tuk mekill deyr. 

Beyrie, -ry, obs. ff. Dairy. 

Beys, obs. f. Dice : see Die sb . 1 
Beys, -e, Beysie, -sy, obs. ff. Dais, Daisy. 
DeysEip (c^-JipV [f. Dey 2 + -ship.] The 
state or dignity of a Dey (of Algiers, etc.). 

1704 J. Pitts Acc. Mahometans viii. (1738) 174 Succeeded 
him in the Deyship, *863 Challice Heroes , etc. Louis 
XVI, II. 20 He would have sent your Deyship a he-goat. 
Beyster, obs. var. of D tester, dyer. 

Beyte, deyyte, obs. ff. Deity. 

Beytlxe, Deyver, obs. ff. Death, Devoir. 
Beytron, obs. pi. Daughter. 
t Bey‘-wife. Obs. [f. Dey L] A dairy woman. 
1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. xtx. Ixxiv. (1495) 904 Chese . . 
slydeth oute bytwene the fyngres of the Deye wyfe. 1530 
Palsgr. 212/2 Dey wyfe, meterie , 1547 Salesbury Welsh 
Diet., Hanodwraic, dey wyfe. 

t Bey -woman. Obs. exc. dial. [f. Dey 1 + 
■Woman.] A dairy woman. 

1588 Shaks. L. L. L. i. ii. 136 For this Damsel! I must 
keepe her at the Parke, shee is alowd for the Day-woman. 
1828 Scott F. M. Perth xxxii, The dey or farm-woman 
entered with her pitchers to deliver the milk for the family. 
Ibid., The warder . . averred he saw the dey- woman de- 
part. 1890 Clone. Gloss., Day-woman, Dairymaid- 

Bezincation (d?zigkF ! *J>n). [f. De- II. i + 
Zinc,] The removal or abstraction of zinc from an 
alloy or composition in which it is present. So De- 
zrnk v., Be-zi*nked ppl. a., Be-zimking’ vbl. sb. 

1891 Eissler Metall. Argentiferous Lead 277 Abstrich 
from dezincation of poor lead. 1892 W. Crookes Wagners 
Cbem. Tecknol. 183-4 Zinkiferous poor lead for de-zinking. 
The de-zinking can at once begin. . . The total de-zinking 
process, from running the poor lead into therefining process 
to letting off the de-zinked lead, requires . . nine hours. 

Bezincify, deziukify (drzi-gkifai), v. [f. 
De- II 1 + Zincify.] trans. To separate zinc 
from an alloy or composition in which it is present. 
Chiefly used in connexion with Parkes* process for 
desilverizing lead by means of zinc. Hence 
Bezimkified^/. a . ; also Dezincifica tion. 

1874 J. A. Phillips Elem. Metallurgy 586 The dezincifi- 
cation of the de-silverised lead is effected by the aid of 
chloride of lead. *891 Eissler Metall- A rgentiferous Lead 
304 As only minute quantities of antimony are contained in 
the lead, dezmdfication is sufficient. 1892 W. Crookes 
Wagner's Ckem. TecknoL 181 The pan for the de-zinkified 
poor lead. 

Bezymotize (dfzonu<ftoiz), v. [f. De- II. i 
4* Zymot-IC + -ize.] trans. T o free from disease- 
germs. 

1884 Chr. World 31 July 578/3 Each [traveller] . . is to 
* disinfect and dezymotise his own drinking water *. 
Bgiahour, obs. form of Giaour. 

DE- is not an English combination, but, in the 
English spelling of East Indian words, is used to 
.■.represent the Indian dental sonant-aspirate, in' the 
Devanagari alphabet dha, also the lingual or 
cerebral sonant-aspirate more exactly written 
dha. In earlier spelling by Europeans these sounds 
were commonly represented by simple d, and in 
the general rectification of this to dk, the latter has 
been erroneously extended to several words having 
simple da dental or da lingual, or to words 
not really Indian, apparently under the notion that 
an oriental appearance is given to a word by 
spelling it with dh. Words thus erroneously spelt 
with ah are dhooly, dhow, dholl, dhoney, dh{o)tirra, 
dhurrie . .. 

(j JBIiak (dhak). Also dhawk. E. Ind. [Hindi 
dhak.] An East Indian tree Butea frondosa, N.O. 
Leguminosse, growing in the jungles in many parts 
of India, and noted for its brilliant flowers. 

[1799 Colebrooke in Life (t 873) 407 Note, Butea frondosa, 
named Palus, or Dhdc.j 1825 Heber fml. (1828) II. 487 
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The most common tree, or rather bush, In these forests, Is the 
dhak. 1866 Treas. Bot. 183 Dr. Hooker states that when in 
full flower the Dhak tree is a gorgeous sight, the masses of 
flowers resembling sheets of flame, their ‘ bright orange-red 
petals contrasting brilliantly against the^ jet-black velvety 
calyx.* The Dhak tree supplies the natives of India with 
several articles of a useful nature. 

il Bhal, var. of Dal Indian pulse. 

il Dhama, dhurna (dhurna). E. Ind. * Also 
dherna. [Hindi dharna placing, act of sitting in 
restraint, £ Skr. dhr to place.] A mode of extorting 
payment or compliance with a demand, effected by 
the complainant or creditor sitting at the debtor s 
door, and there remaining without tasting food till 
his demand shall be complied with ; this action is 
called ‘ sitting in dharna ’ or ‘sitting dharna ’, and 
the person on whom it is practised is said to be 
‘ put in dharna’. 

c 1793 Sir J. Shore in A si at. Res. (1799) IV . 332 The prac- 
tice called Dherna [which] may be translated Caption, or 
Arrest. 1824 H eber fml. { 1828 - L 433 To sit * dhurna . . till 
the person against whom it is employed consents to the re- 
quest offered. 1837 Indian Penal i, ode Act xlv (i860} c. 22 
% 508 (Y.) A. sits dhurna at Z.’s door with the intention [etc.]. 
1842 W. Miles tr. Hist. Hydnr Naik 41 iY.) His troops, for 
want of their pay, placed him in Dhurna. 1844 H. H. Wilson 
Brit. India II. 175 Detaining theii commanders in thesortof 
arrest termed dharna. 1875 Maine Hist. Inst. 40 (Y.) J. he 
institution is. .identical with one widely diffused, throughout 
the East, which is called by the Hindoos ‘ Sitting dharna . 
Dhatura, dhutoora, E. Indian forms of 
Datura, Dewtry. 

1848 G. Wyatt Revelations of Orderly (1849) 16 A gang of 
poisoners rifling some travellers to whom they had ad- 
ministered dhutoora. 1892 Daily News 5 Aug. 5/3 A pro- 
fessional dhatura poisoner. 

11 Dhobi (dhebi). E. Ind. Also dhobie, dhoby. 
[Hindi dhobi, f. dhob washing, Skr. dhdv- to wash.] 
A native washerman in India. Also dhobi-man. 

i860 W. H. Russell Diary in India I. no The ‘ dhoby- 
man * was waiting outside, and in a few moments made his 
appearance — a black washerman, dressed in cotton. 1886 
Yule Anglo- Ind. Gloss. 242/2 A common Hind, proverb 
runs.. Like a dhoby’s dog belonging neither to the house 
nor to the riverside. 1891 R. Kipling Plain Tales fr. 
Hills 183 Adored by every one from the dhoby to the dog- 
boy. 

|| Dhole (dh«?«l). fool. [Origin unknown. 

Given by Hamilton Smith in 1827, as the name 4 in various 
parts of the East * ; but not included among the native 
Indian names by Blanford {Fauna of British lud. (1888), 
Mammals 143}, and unknown to Indian Scholars. (In 
Canarese, Ula is the wolf: can this be, through some con- 
fusion, the source of dhole ?)] 

The wild dog of the Deccan in India. 

1827 Col. C. H. Smith in E. Griffith Cuvier's An. 
Kingd '. II. 326 The Dbole, or Wild Dog of the East Indies, 
is made like the Dingo, but the hairs of the tail are not 
bushy. It is of a uniform bright red colour, and is found 
in South Africa, and in various parts of the East, where it 
is named Dhole. 1837 T. Bell Brit. Quadruf. in Penny 
Cycl. IX. 58/1 Of dogs in such a state of wildness, .two 
very remarkable ones are the Dhole of India and the Dingo 
of Australia. 1866 Wood Pop. Nat. Hist. I. 89 The 
Kholsun, or Dhole as it is often called, of British India. 
Ibid. 90 The sanguinary contests between the Dholes and 
their prey. 

|| Dholl, = Dal, the Cajan pea, Indian pulse. 

1878 E. A. Parkes Pract. Hygiene i» vi,(ed. 5)253 Mr. Cor- 
nish mentions that in the Sepoy Corps, the men are much 
subject to diarrhoea from the too great use of the ‘dholl* 
iCajanus indicus). 

II Dhoney, doney (<Du-ni). Also 6-7 doni, 
tone©, tony. [ad. Tamil, thoni (pronounced doni ) : 
perh. a foreign word ; cf. Pers. doni a yacht. 

(Spelt donny by the French writer Pyrard de la Val 
c 1 61 o. )] A small native sailing vessel of Southern 
India. 

1582 N. Lichefield tr . Casianheda's Cong. E. Ind. Ixi. 
125 a, Coching, from whence they were minded to send the 
Tone which carried the pepper, laden with merchandise. 
*660 F. Brooke tr. Le Blanc's Trav. 70 Near to Zeilan, 
where they use flat-bottome boats, called Tune, because 
they have little bottome. 1859 Tennent Ceylon II. 103 (Y.) 
Amongst the vessels aft anchor lie the dows of the Arabs, 
the patamars of Malabar, the dhoney s of Coromandel. x88o 
Standard 15 May 5/3 His Wardian cases wall cumber the 
decks of Arab dhows, Coromandel dhoneys. 1894 Monthly 
Circ. Lloyd's Reg., Abbreviations . . Dhy. Dhoney. 
Bhooley, -lie, -ly, erron. ff. Doolie, a litter. 

Dhoop, erron. f. Doob an Indian grass. 

II Dhoti, dlxootie (dhJu-ti, dhwti). Also 7 
duttee, q dote, dhotee, -ty, dbootie, dliooty. 
[Hindi dhoti .] The loin cloth worn by Hindus ; 
a long narrow cloth which is wound round the 
body, passed between the thighs, and tucked in 
under the waist-band behind. 

1622 in W. N. Sainsbuiy Cal. State Papers E. Ind. (1878) 
III. 24 1 Y.) Price of calicoes, duttees fixed. 2810 T. Wil- 
liamson -Pade Mecum 1 . 247(Y.) A dotee or waist-cloth. 1845 
Stocqu eler Handbk . Brit. Ind. (1854)277 He must . .leave 
the house with nothing on but his gombong and dhootie. 
i88x Munch. Guard. 18 Jam, Shirtings, dhoOties, mulls and 
jacconets are all very firm. 1883 F, M. Crawford Mr. 
Isaacs x. 203 Clad simply in a dhoti or waist- cloth. 1891 
Daily Nexus 16 Nov. 3/1, I never remember seeing him in 
anything but a delicate pink silk dhotee. .1894 Longm. 
Mag. Dec. 213 Ordinary coolies dressed only in their ‘ dhotis * 
or loin-cloths. 


Bhonrra, dlinrra, = Dubra, Indian millet. 

•|| Dhow, dow (dau). Also daou, daw. [Original 
language unknown ; now in use all round the coast 
of the Arabian Sea from Western India to E. Africa, 
also on Lake Nyanza. The Marathi form is daw , 
and the word exists in mod. Arabic as jta daw 

(Johnson 1852). See Dh-. 

If the word lava occurring of date 1470 in Athanasius 
Nikitin (India in 15th c., Hakl. Soc. 185S) be, as it appears 
to be, the same word, it would tend to localize the word at 
Ormus or Hormuz in the Persian Gulf. ] 

A native vessel used on the Arabian Sea, generally 
with a single mast, and of 150 to 200 tons burden ; 
but the name is somewhat widely applied to all 
Arab vessels, and has become especially well known 
in connexion with the slave trade on the East coast 
of Africa. 

1802 Newal Chron. VIII. 255 A fleet of piratical Dows, 
1803 Ibid. IX. 216 The navigation of the Red Sea ^con- 
fined to vessels which they call daous. .They carry a single 
square sail. 1809 Q. Rev. Aug. 108 At Mocha they hired 
a dow. 1831 Trelawney Adv. lounger Son I. 178 On 
board a small and very singular craft, called a dow. i860 
Krapf Travels E. Africa 117 , 1 left . . Takaungu in a small 
boat, called a ‘Daw’ by the Suahilis.. the smallest sea-going 
vessel. 1862 lllustr. Melbourne Post 26 July, The boats .„ 
captured a large number of slave dhows oft* the eastern 
coast. 1865 Livingstone Zambesi Pref. 9 The general 
effect is to drive the independent native chiefs to the Arab 
dhow slave trade. 1875 Bedford Sailor's Pock. Bk. vi. 
(ed. 2) 227 The Slave Dhows on the East Coast of Africa are 
specially rigged for running with the Monsoons. 1883 Bom- 
bay Gazetteer XIII. 717-8 lY. j Dhau is a large vessel which 
Is falling into disuse . . Their origin is in the Red Sea. The 
word is used vaguely, and is applied to baghlas. 1886 Yu we 
Anglo- Ind. Gloss. 243/1 Dhow, Dow. . used on the E. African 
coast for craft in general ; but In the mouths of Englishmen 
on the western seas of India it is applied specially to the old- 
fashioned vessel of Arab build, with a long ‘grab* stem, 
i. e. rising at a long slope from the water, and about as 
long as the keel, usually with one mast and lateen-rig. 

Dlmrrie, durrie (d2? - ri). [Hindi dun. See 
Dh-.] A kind of cotton carpet ol Indian manufac- 
ture, usually made in rectangular pieces with fringe 5 
at the ends, and used for sofa-covers, curtains, and 
similar purposes. 

1880 Eliot James Indian Industries iv. 19 Dhurries 
are made in squares, and the ends often finished off wit h 
fringe ; the colours are not bright, but appear durable. 
1891 Cotes Txoo Girls on a Baf$e 21 Curtains to hang. , 
and dhurries to be draped over the fresh-scented pine of the 
little cabins. Ibid. 22 The dhurries to be arranged aesthe- 
tically on either crosswise beam. 

Bi- (di, dsi) pref I, repr. L, dl- f reduced form 
of dis-, used in L. before the consonants b, d, g 
(usually), /, m, n, r, s + cons., v, and sometimes 
before j, as in di-bucincire, di-ditcere, di-gestio, dl- 
gressio , dtjudiedre, di-jungere and dls-jungere, 
dl-ldiare , di-minuere, dl-missio, dl-numer are, di- 
rectus, di-ruptio , di-spersus,di-sti ngu ifre, di-str ictus, 
di-vertere. Often changed back in late L. and 
Romanic popular words to the full form dis-, 
whence dismiss, disrupt ; but in mod. Eng. gener- 
ally di-. In OF. and ME. often varying with de-, 
whence defer, demission &b.%, devise, from L. differre , 
dimissio , divisa. This took place especially be- 
fore a radical beginning with s + cons., where di- 
was phonetically identified with dis-, and shared in 
the alternation oi dis-:— des- (De- 6 , Des-, Dis-). 
Thus in ME. desperse, destinct, dcstill, destrain, 
destress for dis- ; and per contra dispair, dispise, 
dispite, dispoil, dis troy for de-. For its force in 
composition, see Dis- : it is not, like the latter, a 
■living prefix. The historical pronunciation in an 
unstressed syllable is (di-) ; cf. divide , diversion, 
diminish ; but in cases where there is a parallel 
word in de-, as delate , dilate, it is usually pronounced 
(dai-) for the sake of distinction, and the present ten- 
dency is to extend (dsi-) to other words, as digest, 
dilute , diluvium, diradiation, direct, diverge, di- 
verse, divest. This seems due partly to analysis of 
the compound, partly to the influence of stressed 
forms as digest sb. divers, in which the i is long 
and diphthongal. 

DI- (d?i, di Xfref. 2 , repr. Gr. Si- for Us twice, as 
in Uya/xos twice married, otyXcoTros double-tongued, 
bilingual, USpax^os worth two drachmas, Utttvxos 
double-folded. ’ Hence, 1 , Entering into numerous 
Eng. words, mostly technical, as dichromic, dicoty- 
ledon, digamma, digamy, diglot, digraph, dilemma 
diphthong v diptych , distich , disyllabic ; also in the 
nomenclature of Natural History as Diadelphia, 
Diandria, Didelphia, Differ a: which see in their 
alphabetical places. So in Crystallography, as in 
di-tetratiedron a crystal having twice four sides or 
planes ; so di-hexahedron, etc. ' 

2 . As a living prefix, used in Chemistry, with the 
names of compounds and derivatives, in the general 
sense 4 twice, double’, but with various special ap. 
plications. ) 
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a. With, the names of classes of compounds, as 
bromide , oxide, sulphide , cyanide , acetate , chlorate , 
nitrate , sulphate , amide , amine , etc,, expressing 
the presence of two atoms or combining equi- 
valents of the element or radical, as carbon dioxide 
CO 2, manganese dichloride Mn Cl 2 . 

?« In the earlier part of the 19th c. the use was different : 
the Latin prefix bi- was then used, where di- is now, to 
express two proportions of the chlorous constituent, as in 
bichloride of mercury ■=. corrosive sublimate ; while the Greek 
di- was used to express two proportions of the basic consti- 
tuent; thus calomel, when supposed to contain two of mer- 
cury to one of chlorine, was called a di-chloride. 

b. With the names of specific compounds (chiefly 
organic), indicating a body having twice the for- 
mula of a given compound ; used chiefly with the 
names of hypothetical radicals, to indicate the free 
state of these (supposed to be that of a double 
molecule), as in di-allyl, dibenzyl \ dicyanogen. 

In diphenol, the use is less exact, since this substance has 
not exactly the constitution of two molecules of phenol, 
e. With the name (or combining form of the 
name) of an element or radical, expressing the 
presence of two atoms or molecules of that body, 
as in di-hydr(o)-, di-oxy di-carbon di- carby)-, 
di-nitry)-, di-az(o)-, di-chloryy, di-bromy)-, di- 
iody)-, di-sulphipY, di-phosph(o)-, di-bor(o)-, di- 
arsen(o)-, di-ammoni.o)-, di-amm{p )-, di-amidy )-, 
di-cyan(o)-, di-methyl di-ethyl •> di-propyl di- 
amyl-, di-allyl-. Used especially in organic chem- 
istry, to indicate that two atoms or molecules of the 
body take the place of two atoms cf hydrogen, as 
in dibromomethane , dichlorobenzene. 

d. These formations (c) are sometimes used 
attributively or adjectively as separate words, as 
di-azo compounds, di-carbon series, di-phenyl 
group. So with other adjectives, as diacid, dihydric , 
diphenic. 

e. On the preceding classes of words derivatives 
are formed, as diazotize , diazolype , dichromated. 

Di-, pref$, the form of Dta- used before a vowel, 
as in di-acoustic , di-seresis , di-esis, di-ocese, di-optric , 
di-orama. 

Ilia-, pre/P, before a vowel di-, repr. Gr. 8m-, 
81-, the prep. 8ta through, during, across, by. [orig. 
*5 fiya, from root of *S/fo, 8vo two, and so related to 
* 5 fi$ twice (Di- 2 ) and L. dis- a-two, asunder 
(Dis-, Di- !).] Much used in Greek in composition, 
in the senses ‘ through, thorough, thoroughly, 
apart \ as in 816.8pop.os running through, SiaktKros 
discourse, diaptrpos measure through or crosswise, 
diameter, Biarptj 3 tj wearing through or away, pas- 
time, tionrpov a thing for looking through, a spy- 
glass. Hence in English, in a few old words through 
Latin and French, or Latin only, and in many 
modern scientific and technical words formed 
directly from Greek, or on Greek analogies. 

Ilia-, prefP, in medical terms. In Greek such 
phrases as 5 td Kapvajv, 8 ta Koodeiobv, 81a jxiavos, Sid 
jxbpojv, 816 rpiaiv irrrrtplajv, 8ta reaaapwv, diet Trivre, 
meaning ‘made or consisting of nuts, of poppy- 
heads, of vitriol, of mulberries, of three peppers, 
of four or of five (ingredients) \ etc., were applied 
to medicaments of which these ingredients were 
the chief constituents, the foil form implied being 
rb Sid rpiStv vzwepimr tyappamv medicament made 
up of three peppers, etc. By the Latin physicians 
these phrases were treated as words, thus diachylon, , 
diacissbn , diacodwn, diaglaucion , diagrydion , dia- 
libanbn , diamelilotbn , diameliton, diamisyos , dia- 
moron, dtapenle, diatessaron ; and their number 
was Increased by many later formations of the same 
kind. Their grammatical character tended to be 
forgotten, final -on (Gr. -wd) being taken for -on(Gr. 
-or), and then latinized as -mn, e.g. diachylum, dia- 
glaucium, dialibanum, dihxmatum (81 aiparow) ; 
or a nominative was otherwise formed, as diapentes. 
The New Sydenham Society s Lexicon gives about 
eighty of these in mediaeval and early modem 
Latin. 

Several of these are given in French form by Cot- 
grave; many were formerly in. English use, either 
in their mediaeval- Latin form or partly anglicized. 
'"Phillips 1678-1706 has * Dia, a Greek. Preposition 
. . set before the names of many medicinal compo- 
sitions, to which that of the principal Ingredient is 
usually joined, by Physicians and Apothecaries, as 
Diaprunum, Diascordium, Diasenna, etc/ Only 
a few, e.g. Diachylum, survive in modem use; 
see also, in their alphabetical places, Diaoatho- 
iffooN, Diacodiom, Diagrydidm, Diamber, Dia- 
moron, Diapalma, Diaprune, Diascord, Dia- 
senna, Diatessaron. Among others, are the obso- 
lete Diaca rthami (.awy) [F. diacartami Cotgr.], 
a preparation of carthamus or bastard saffron ; Bia» 


ca’ssia, of cassia or bastard cinnamon; Diaci*ssnm 
[Gr. luaowv'], of ivy leaves; Diacorallioii, com- \ 
posed of red coral ; Diacyntrnon, diacimimon 
[F. diaciminon Cotgr. ; Gr. kvjXIvov] , composed 
of cumin ; Diag’ala’ngra [F. diagalaiige\ made of ; 
galanga or galingale ; .Biamargarrton [also in 
OF. ; Gr. papyapirwv of pearls) ; f Biapeni’dion 
Ohs. [med. L. penidion, -tern (F. penide * a pennet, 
the little wreath of sugar taken in a cold ’) = Gr. 
*7rrjvtSiov , dim. of Trrjvrj thread. (See Skeat Notes 
to P. PL, E.E.T.S. no.).] Biaphce*3iic(-osi) ; 
[F. diaphenicum Cotgr. ; Gr. ipoiv'ucaiv of dates] ; ) 
Dia'rrhodon [F . diarrodon Cotgr. ; Gr. pbSoov of 
roses, SiappoSov (sc. KoWvpiov a salve) compound 
of roses] ; Biarbu'harb, a preparation of rhu- 
barb ; Biatragacanth [OF. diadragant , etc. j 
Godef.], preparation of tragacanth ; Diatriou- 
pipereon, -santalon, a preparation consisting of 
three kinds of pepper, or of sand ers or sandal-wood ; 
Biazirngiber, -zi’nzibex, a confection of ginger. 

The i7-i8th c. English Dictionaries, Phillips, Bailey, i 
Chambers, Ash, etc., give also diabo'tanun}, a plaster made j 
of herbs, diacalami’nthe , diacapparis (of capers), diacar- ] 
ryon (of walnuts), diacasto'reum, diachalci’tis, diacbma- j 
mo'mum, diacito'nium , diacoprae’ gia (of goats' dung), dia- j 
corum (of acorus or calam us v , diaco’stum (of costmary •, dia- ; 
cro'mmyon (of onions), diacydo'nhcin (conserve of quinces, j 
marmalade), diadamasce'num (of damsons), diaglarpcion j 
(of glaucium \ diahe' xap la (a drink for horses of six ingre- | 
dients', diahy'ssopmn, diala'cca (of gum lac), dialthoe'a (of ! 
marsh mallow', diame'rdes (of ordure', diamo'sehum (of ] 
musk), dianvsum (of anise), dianu'eum (of walnuts), dia- j 
oliba'num , dzafiapa'ver (of poppies), diapompho'lygos (of I 
pompholyx), diasaty'rion , diasebe'sten, diairi'bus (of three j 
sorts of sanders', diaxyla’loes ioi wood of aloes), etc. Cf. ! 
also i6zi Burton Anat. Melctnch. il iv. 1. v. 

1471 Ripley Comp. Alch . Ep. in Ashtn. (1652) 113 Use 
*Diacameron. 1544 Phaer. Regim. Life (1553) A viij a, 

A potion . . made of halfe an ounce of *diacartanay dissolved 
in. . iij ounces of betonie. 1565-73 Cooper Thesaurus , Cnicos, 
an herbe called Carthamus } wherof is made an notable con- 
fection named Diacarthami to purge fleume. 1671 Salmon 
Syn. Med. 111. Ixxxiii. 762 First sufficiently cleanse with 
*£>iacassia with Turpentine. 1545 Nottingham Rec. III. 
224 Duas pixides de conserves vocatis *‘ diaciLrin*. 1741 
ComfiL Fam. Piece 1. i. 33 Take . . *Diacorallion a Dram and 
a half. 1362 Langland P. PL A v. xoi May no Suger so 
swete aswagen hit vnne)?e, No no Diopendion {v.rr. dya- 
pendyon, diapenydion, B. diapenidion] dryve ■ it ^ from myn 
herte. 1625 Hart Anat . Ur. il xx. 127 A ceartaine portion 
of the Electuarie * Diaphcenicon, mingled with . . powder of 
Diagridium. 1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. in. xii. 133 
Diaphaenicon a purging electuary . . which receiveth that 
name from Dates. 1727-51 Chambers CycL, Diaphoenic. .a 
soft purgative electuary. 1789 A rchaeol. IX. 233 Diarhodon 
ad servorum seems a salve or water of roses for inflammations 
in the eyes. C1400 Lanfrcmds Cirurg. -229 Trociscus de 
turbit maad wd]? *diarubarbe. 1657 Physical Diet., *Dia- 
traganth , a confection . . good against hot diseases of the 
breast, c 1400 Lanf twee's Cirurg. 238 3 eve him # diatrion 
piperion or ano)?er hoot eletuarie. Ibid., He schal take 
*diazinziberurn of oure makinge 1600 W. Vaughan Direct. 
Health (1602) 63 If yon be troubled with rheumes. .vse dia- 
trion piperion. 

t Dia, dya, sb. Obs, The pharmaceutical prefix 
Dia - 2 , used as a separate word ; A medical pre- 
paration or compound. 

Goats milk dia , a specific preparation of which goats’ 
milk was the chief ingredient : see Dia--. 

1377 Langl. P. PI. B. xx. 173 And dryuen awey deth with 
dyas and dragges [z^. rr. dias, drogges], c 1430 Lydg. Min. 
Poems (Percy Soc.) 40 Drugge nor dya was none in Bury 
towne. 1562 Bulleyn Def. agst. Sickness 1, Bk. Simples 
22 b, Eaten, either in Goates milk Dia, or Syruppe. 

Diafoantite (dsiabse-ntait). Min. [irregularly 
f. Diabase (as if the latter represented Gr. Sidfias, 
SiafiavT- having crossed over) + -ite. Substituted 
by Hawes 1875 for the Ger. name diabantackro- 
myn . ] A chlorite-like mineral occurring in diabase 
and giving to this rock its green colour. 

1875 Amer. Jrnl. Sc. Ser. in. IX. 454 On Diabantlte. 
Diabase (dsrab^s). Min . [a. F. diabase , 

erroneously formed, since (according to Littre) it 
was meant to signify e rock with two bases’ (for 
which dibase would have been a proper form), and 
subsequently abandoned by its author, Brongniart, 
for Haiiy’s name diorite ; but in 1842 re-introduced 
by Hausmann, perhaps with an intended affiliation 
to Gr. 8ia&<xat$ a crossing over, transition.] 

The name originally given by A. Brongniart to 
the rock afterwards called Diorite ; now applied 
to a fine-grained, compact, crystalline granular 
rock, consisting essentially of augite and a triclinic 
feldspar, with chloride matter in varying amount ; 
a variety of the class of rocks called greenstone and 
trap, being an altered form of basalt 
[18x6 Cleaveland Min. 609 G reens tone (iK>te\ Diabase of 
some F rench mineralogists.] 1836 Macgillivray tr. Hum- 
boldt's T rav. xiv. x 66 They observed two large veins of gneiss 
in the slate, containing balls of granular -diabase or green- 
stone. 1862 Dana Man. Geol. ix. 79 Diabase a massive 
hornblende rock ... It is like diorite In composition, except 
that the feldspar Is less abundant, and is either labradorite 
or oligoclase. 1882 Geikie Text-bk. Geol. 145 The main 
difference between diabase and basalt appears to be that 
the locks included under foe former name have under- 
gone more internal alteration, in particular acquiring the 
‘ viridite ’ so characteristic of them. 


b. at t rib., as in diabase- aphanite, a very 
fine-grained variety of quartz-diabase in which the 
separate constituents are not distinguishable by the 
naked eye ; diabase-porphyrifce, -porphyry, the 
dark-green antique porphyry, containing hornblende 
in its compact diabase-like mass ; diabase-schist, 
a schistose form of dlabase-aphanite. 

1868 Dana Min. 343 If the diabase contains distinct 
crystals of porphyry, it is a diabase porphyry, the green 
porphyry or oriental verd-antique of Greece .. being of this 
nature. 1879 Rutley Stud. Rocks 247 Diabase aphanite. . 
Diabase schist. 

Diabasic (doiab^*sik), a. [f. prec. + -ic.] Of, 
pertaining to, or of the nature of diabase. 

1884 Science 20 June 763/1 Limestones, well proved to be 
of carboniferous age, cut by diabasic eruptives. 

I! Dia ‘basis. Obs. rare. [a. Gr. dic.ftacns, from 
dta&cuveLv to pass over.] A passing over. 

1672 H. More Brief Reply 234 This Diahasis or passing 
of the Worship to the Prototype. 

Biabaterial (dai^batla'rtaD, a. rare . [f. Gr. 

8 ta0arrjpia (sc. Upd ) offerings before crossing the 
border, or a river (f. diafiarls to be crossed, 8 ia$ai- 
v€iv to go through, cross) + -AL.] Pertaining to the 
crossing of a frontier or river. 

1784-90 Mitford Hist. Greece xvn. iv. (1829) III. 112 There, 
according tej the constant practice of the Greeks ..the dia- 
baterial or border-passing sacrifice was performed. 

t Bi abeie. Med. Obs. [a. F. diabete (16 11 in 
Cotgr,, but prob. earlier in medical use), ad. L. 
diabetes, a. Gr. 8 ta 0 r}rrjs : see next] «= next. 

X54X Copland tr. Guydon’s Ckhurg.Y iij b, Auycen graunt- 
eth in diabete the water of the clere mylke of a shepe. 1598 
Sylvester Du Barbas 11. i. m. Furies ( 1608.) 279 As oppo- 
site the Diabete . . Distills vs still. 1625 Hart Anat. Ur. 1. ii. 
23 Diabete or Potdropsy, an extraordinarie fluxe of the 
vrine. 1647 J . Birkenhead Assembly M an (1662-3) 19 Ever 
sick of a Diabete. 

Diabetes (doiabrtfz). Med. [a. L. diabetes, a. 
Gr. 8 ia07jrrjs f lit. ‘ a passer through ; a siphon 
also, in Aretseus as the name of the disease, f. 8 ta- 
fiaivuv to pass through] 
fl. A siphon. Obs. 

1661 Boyle Spring of Air (1682'' 107 If a Glass Diabetes 
or Syringe be made of a sufficient length. 

2 . Med. A disease characterized by the immo- 
derate discharge of urine containing glucose, and 
accompanied by thirst and emaciation. 

Sometimes called Diabetes mellztus, to distinguish it from 
Diabetes insipidus which is characterized by an absence of 
saccharine matter. (In 18th c- usually with the or a.) 

1562 Turner Baths 7 a, It Is good for the flixe to the 
chamber pot called of the beste Physicianes Diabetes, that is 
when a man maketh water oft and much. 1649 Culpepper 
Fhys. Direct. 70 [It] helps foe Diabetes, or continual pissing. 
1690 Luttrell Brief Ret. (1837) IL xo6 The earl of Gains- 
borough died lately of a diabetes. 1769 Alexander tr. 
Morgagni! s Seats and Causes of Diseases II. in. 465 A cer- 
tain Count, who had laboured under a diabetes. 1845 G. E. 
Day tr. Simon's A nim. Chem. I. 327 Roll© was. .the first 
who proved the presence of sugar in the blood during dia- 
betes. 1875 T. Tanner Pract. Med. (>ed, 7) 1 . 28 A temporary 
diabetes can occasionally be produced by foe excessive con- 
sumption of sugar or starch. 1879 Khory Princ. Med. 59 
In diabetes the skin is dry and harsh, 
b. transf. an d fig. 

x686 Goad Celest. Bodies n. viii. 273 What Is the reason, 
of this Diabetes Celestial, when the Clouds are so often 
dropping, and can’t hold ? 1839 Landor Wks. (1846) I. 
375/2 Knowing your diabetes of mind. 

Diabetic (daiabrtik), a. [a. F. diabitique 
(14th c. in Hatz.-Darm.), ad. L. diabetic-us, f. 
diabetes : see prec. and -ic] 

A. adj. 

1 . Of or pertaining to diabetes or its treatment. 
1799 Med. Jrnl. IL 88 Dr. Lubbock began to suspect it 

was connected with the diabetic diathesis. _ 18x9 J./G. 
'Children Chem. Anal. 308 The sugar of diabetic urine. 
1845 tr. Simon's Anim. Chem. 1 . 66 Diabetic sugar . . is 
identical in its chemical composition with sugar of grapes, 

2 . Affected with diabetes. 

1799 Med. Jrnl. II. 209 The body of my diabetic patient. 
1876 tr. Wagner's Gen. Pathol. 579 This . . explains foe re- 
markable vulnerability of the tissues of diabetic persons. 
1880 M acCormac A niisept. Surg. 107 Some., diseased states 
of the body, the diabetic for instance. 
fig. 1831 Carlyle Sort. Res. in. v, Society, long 
pining, diabetic, consumptive, can be regarded as defunct. 

33 . sb. One who suffers from diabetes. 

1840 A. Tweedie Libr. Med. IV. 259 Exaggerated notions 
. .of the quantity of food : which diabetics consume. ■ x88o 
Beale Slight Ailm. 74 Many a diabetic can consume one 
pound . .of rump steak at a sitting. . 

Diabetical (dsiabrtiikal) , a. [f. as prec. -t -al] 
* Diabetic i. 

1603 Snt C. He toon jfud. Astral xxL 458 He was affected 
with the Diabetical! passion. 1625 Hart Anat. Ur. 11. ii. 
58 The Diabeticall disease, called by some a Pot-dropsie . . 

Diablerie (diia-bleri). Also -ery. [a. F. 
diablerie (dyablm) , in 1 3th c. deablerie, f. diable 
\ devil + -erie : see -ery] 

1 . Business belonging to or connected with the 
devil, or in which the devil is employed or has a 
| hand ; dealings with the devil ; sorcery or conjur- 
ing in which the devil is supposed to assist ; wild 
recklessness, devilry. 

[ X75X Warburton In Pope's Wks. (1757) IV. 235 note. The 


DIABLERIST. 

diablerie of witchcraft and purgatory. 1809 Q. Ret). May 
347 We are no defenders of ghost seeing and diablerie. 
x8xa Southey Omniana I. 270 The night mare has been 
a fruitful source of miracles and diablery in the Romish 
mythology. 1852 Mrs. Stowe Uncle lorn’s C.xx. 211 Miss 
Eva . , appeared to be fascinated by her wild diablerie, as a 
dove is sometimes charmed by a glittering serpent, x868 
Geo. Eliot Sp. Gipsy 1. 59 Diablerie that pales the girls 
and puzzles all the boys. 

2. That part of mythology which has to do with 
the devil or devils ; devil-lore ; the description or 
representation of devils. 

1824 Scott St. Reman' $ viii, The devil, in the old stories 
of diablerie, was always sure to start up at the elbow of 
any one who nursed diabolical purposes. 1837 Lockhart 
Scott ix, Erskine showed Lewis Scott's version of ‘ Lenore * 
and the * Wild Huntsman *; and ... mentioned that his 
friend had other specimens of the German Diablerie in his 
portfolio, 1882 T. Mozlky Remin. I. x. 76 An extraordi- 
nary figure that might have stepped out of a scene of 
German diablerie. 

3. The realm, world, or assemblage of devils. 

1852 Mrs. Stowe Uncle Toni's C. xx. 205 She might have 

fancied that she had got hold of some sooty gnome from 
the land of Diablerie. 18S0 W. Leighton Shales. Dream 50 
Out of sin's diablery We arise, the fateful three. 

Bia*blerist. nonce-mi. [f. prec. + - 1 ST.] A 
painter or drawer of pictures in which devils are 
represented (called in F r. diableries ). 

1859 Eminent Men <5* Pop. Bk.y 2 Caricature after the 
manner of Gilray or the French Diablerists. 

j| BiaMotiu. (dfabDtgnb [F. diablotin, dim. 
of (liable devil.] A little devil ; an imp. 

1812 Scott Fain. Lett. 1 Jan. (1894) I. viii. 237 A whole 
hive of these little diablotins. 1821 — Kenilw. xxiv, The 
little diablotin again thrust in his oar. 1828 Blackw. Mag. 
XXIV. 746 The mischievous diablotin who had cut so 
principal a figure among his tormentors. 

Diabolarch. (dsii se’bdlark), sb. [f. Gr. dia@o\o$ 
devil + -dpxbs ruler.] The ruler or prince of the 
devils, the arch-fiend. 

1845 J. Oxlee Three Lett. Archbp. Canterb. £ Confut. 
Diabolarchy 1. 27 The universal belief not only in the exist- 
ence, but in the pluripresence and prepotency of a Diabo- 
larch, commonly called. The Devil, Ibid. 32 Such an 
antagonist of the Almighty as a Diabolarch or the Devil. 

BiaTbolarcliy i^dsiiae-b^laiki). [f. as prec. + 
Gr. -a pyia, f. apxil rule,] The position of a dia- 
bolarch; the rule of the devil (as ‘prince of the 
powers of the air 

1845 J, Oxlee Three Lett. Archlp. Canterb. ff Confut . 
Diabolarchy 1. 29, I must distinguish between a devil and 
the devil . . as the whole error of the Diabolarchy. Ibid. 35 
The dogma of a Diabolarchy could have been first revealed 
to the world neither by Moses nor by Christ. 1879 M. D. 
Conway Demonol. il. iv. xix. 212 A great deal might be 
plausibly said for this atmospheric diabolarchy. 
Dia'bolepsy. nonce-wd. [f. Gr. BiaftoXos devil, 
after catalepsy , epilepsy , from Gr. -Xrjpia =» -A ijpts 
taking, seizure.] Diabolical seizure or possession. 
So »iabole*ptic, one possessed with a devil. 

1886 H. Maudsley Nat. Causes 315 Neither theolepsy 
nor diabolepsy nor any other lepsy in the sense of possession 
of the individual by an external power. 

DiaboiiacL [f. Gr. Std^oAos, L. diabolus devil 
+ -ad I c, after Iliad, and the like.] An epic of 
the devil ; a tale of the devil’s doings. 

1777 W. Combe (title), The Diaboliad, a poem. 1838 
G. S. Faber Inquiry in. v. 339 To believe all the Manichean 
Diaboliads ascribed to the old Paulicians and the later 
.. Albigenses. . 

Diabolic (doiabp-lik), a. and sb. [a. F. diabo- 
lique ( 13 th c. in Hatz.-Darm.), ad. L. diabolicus 
(in Vulgate), a. Gr. 5 ia@oXifc 6 $, f. Sta( 3 o\os devil.] 
A. adj. 1. Of or pertaining to the devil ; be- 
longing to, having to do with, or under the influence 
of the devil. 

1399 Langl. Rich. Redeles m, 199 Alle deabolik doeris 
dispise hem ichone. 1491 Caxton Vitas Pair. (W. de W. 
14951 ix. 292 a/i To knowe by what moyen his doughter 
myght ben preserued from this vexacyon dyabolyke. 1533-4 
Act 25 Hen.. VIII. c. 12 To vse the said Elizabeth, as 
a diabolike instrument, to stirre, moue, and prouoke the 
people of this realme. a 1555 Latimer Serm. fy Rem . {2:845) 
290 But not the church which you call catholic, which 
sooner might be termed diabolic. 1667 Milton P. L. ix. 95 
Doubt . . of Diabolic pow r, Active within beyond the sense 
of brute. 1669 Gale Crt. Gentiles 1, m. i. 13 Suitable to 
many Ecstatic Diabolic Enthusiasts. 1822 Byron Vis. 
Judgment xxxvii, Satan . . merely bent his diabolic brow 
An instant. 1831 Carlyle Sart. Res. 11. vii. A Hell., 
without Life, though only diabolic Life, were more frightful. 
cx 8 $q Neale Hymns East. Ch. (1866) xi8 Diabolic legions 
press thee. 1871 M. Collins Mrg. # Merck. II. ii. 48 
Theories . . about lunacy and diabolic possession. 

b. Pertaining to witchcraft or magic as attri- 
buted to Satanic influence. 

1727 De Foe Hist. Appar. vi. (1840) 59, I have already 
entered my protest against all those arts called magical and 
diabolic. 1863 Geo. Eliot Romola 1, His belief in some 
diabolic fortune favouring Tito. 

C, Like or resembling the devil. 

1843 Carlyle Past $ Pr. n. iii. (1845) jx A.. more or less 
Diabolic- looking man. 1862 H. Taylor »S 7. Clement's Eve 
1. iii, Some I daily met Of aspect diabolic. 

2. Partaking of the qualities of the devil; devilish, 
fiendish ; inhumanly wicked. 

1483 Caxton Cato B ij, Lesyng is a synne dyabolyque. 
1546 Bale Eng. Votaries u. 10 (R.) Of these most hellish 
and diabolick frutes, holy S. Paule admonished the Romains, 
in the first chaptre of his Epistle. 1642 Milton Apol. 
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Smect. viii. (1851) 306 He does not play the Soothsayer hut 
the diabolick slanderer of prayers. 1871 Morley Carlyle 
(1878) 193 A diabolic drama of selfishness and violence. 
1876 Geo. Eliot Dan . Der. III. xlviii. 363 No diabolic 
delight. 

t B. as sb. An agent of the devil. Ohs. 

1502 Ord. Crysten Men (W. de W. 1506) iv. xv. 214 0 £ 
inuocacyons of the deuyll . . or of paccyons with hym & with 
his dyabolykes. 1638 Sir T. Herbert Trav. cn $ Witches 
. . Hydro and Pyro-mantiques and other Diaboliques. 

Diabolical (doiatyrlikal), a. and sb. [f. as 

prec. v -al.] 

1. Of or pertaining to the devil ; actuated by or 
proceeding from the devil; of the nature of the 
devil. 

1503 Hawes Ex amp. Virt. v. 59 Be neuer taken in dyaholy- 
callengyne. 1548 Hall Chron. 114 b, [They] adiudged the 
same jone [of Arc} a sorceresse, and a diabolical blasphemer- 
esse of God, 1603 A dv. Don Sebastian in Ha.rl.Misc. (Malh.) 
II. 400 He began to suspect the same apparition to be diabo- 
lical or merely fantastical. 1651 Hobbes Govt.ty Soc. xii. § xo. 
175 The most ancient of all diabolicall tentations.. Yee shall 
be as Gods, knowing good and evxll. 1651 — Leviath. iv, xlvi. 
370 Hee was commonly thought a Magician, and his Art 
Diabolicall. 1796 H. Hunter tr. St. -Pierre’s Stud. Nat. 
(1799) I. 409 If a God . . governs Nature, diabolical spirits 
direct and confound at least the affairs of the children of 
men. 1862 H. Spencer First Princ 1. i. § 6 (18751 21 That 
Religion is divine and Science diabolical, is a proposition , . 
implied in many a clerical declamation. 

b. Resembling a devil in outward appearance. 

1752 Fqote Taste 1. Wks. 1799 I. 9 Daubing diabolical 
angels for ale-houses. 1839 W. Chambers Tour Holland 
34/x An old fantastical-looking dwelling.. literally covered 
with diabolical figures. 

2. Characteristic of or befitting the devil ; devilish, 
fiendish, atrociously wicked or malevolent. 

1546 Langley tr. Pol. Verg. De Invent, vn. vii.141 b, Of 
al these supersticiouse sectes afore rehersed there is not 
one so diabolical as the sect of Mahometaines. 1664 H. 
More Myst. I nig. iv. xo This Mystery . . that is so horrid, 
and Diabolical, and so Antipodal to both the Person and 
Spirit of Christ. 1709 Steele & Swift Tatter No. 68. p 1 
This Malevolence does not proceed from a real Dislike of 
Virtue, but a diabolical Prejudice against it. 1789 Gouv. 
Morris in Sparks Life $ Writ. (1832) L 321 To collect the 
various papers found in the Bastile, and then . . to write the 
annals of that diabolical castle, 1818 Scott Rob Roy xii, 
I shall never forget the diabolical sneer which writhed 
Rashleigh’s wayward features. 1882 B. M. Croker Proper 
Pride 1. vii. 134 Such diabolical vengeance, uprooting my 
home and estranging my wife. 1884 A. R. Pennington 
Wiclif vi. 193 Their so-called poverty is nothing else but 
a diabolical lie. 

t B. sb. A person possessed by a devil ; one of 
diabolical character. Obs. 

1547 Latimer Serm. <$• Rem. (1845) 426 As your naturals 
and diabolicals would have you to do. 1829 Southey Sir 
T. More l. 127 That devilish [doctrine] concerning infants, 
which so many divines (more fitly they might be called 
diabolicals i) have repeated after St. Augustine. 

Hence Biabolica*lityy diabolicalness. 

1839 J. Rogers Antipopopr. Introd. 16 Then we should 
see . . diaboiicality . . overwhelm everything good. 

Diabolically (daiatyrlikali), adv . [f. prec. 
+ -ly A] In a diabolical manner ; devilishly, very 
wickedly or badly, atrociously. 

1599 Life Sir T. More in Wordsworth Eccl. Biog. (1853) 
II. 164 If onlie these odious terms maliciouslie, traiterouslie, 
diabollicallie were put out of the inditement. 1633 Prynne 
Histriom. 1. u. Chorus (R.>, So diabolically absurd, so 
audaciously impious, so desperately prophane. x68i N. N. 
Rome's Follies 37 By ’r Lady the Woman grows Diabolli- 
cally Impudent. 1756 Foote Eng. fr. Paris 11. Wks. 1799 
I. 113 You look divinely* child. But . . they have dressed 
you most diabolically. 1853 J. H. Newman Hist. Sk. 
(1873) II. 1. ii. 81 A place as diabolically wicked as it was 
wealthy. 

Biabo*licaln©ss. [f. as prec. + -ness.] The 
quality of being diabolical ; devilishness ; atrocity. 

1727 Bailey vol. II, Diabolicalness , devilish Nature. 
a 1800 J. Warton Sat. Ranelagh House, I wonder he did 
not change his face as well as his body, hut that retains its 
primitive diabolicalness. 

Di: aboil* city, nonce-wd. Diabolic quality. 

1865 De Morgan Budget Paradoxes (1872; 294 If the 
ApostoHcity become Diabolicity. 

t BiabO'licly, adv. Obs . rare, [-ly 2 .] *= Dia- 
bolically. 

1683 E. Hooker Pref Ep. Ford age’s Mystic Div. 21 
Sin is. .autoritativly, exemplarily and Diabolicly, in public, 
countenanced. 

Dia*bolifuge. nonce-wd. ff. L. diabolus devil 
+ -fuge, L. fugium, after febrifuge .] Something 
that drives away the devil. 

1872 O. W. Holmes Poet Breakf-i. xi. (1885) 279 Odor as 
potent as that of the angel's diabolifuge. 

Diabolify (doiabpiifsi), v. [f. L. diabolus devil 
+ -EY.] Irons. To make a devil of; to figure as 
a devil. 

1647 Faringuon Serm. 59 (L.) The Lutheran [turns] 
against the Calvinist, and dxabolifies him. 18x3 J. Forsyth 
Bxcurs. Italy 222 Dante’s devils, his Minos and his Charon 
diaholified. 

Hence Diabolifica*ti<m. 

1893 Pall Mall Mag. II. 346/1 Apotheosis is still with us, 
and diabolification (if I may coin such a word). 

Bla-bolisli, adv. nonce-wd. Humorous substi- 
tute for 1 Devilish’. 

1858 O. W. Holmes A ut. Breakf.-t. v. (1891) 121 The 
Professor said it was a diaholish good word. x85o — Prof, 
Breakf.-t. xi. 251 This was a diabolish snobby question. 


BIABOLOLOG-T. 

Diabolism (d 3 t 1 ae*b<j , liz’m). [f, Gr. 8tafio\-o$ 
devil + - ism ; cf. Diabolize ] 

1. Action in which the devil has, or is supposed 
to have, a share ; dealing with the devil ; sorcery, 
witchcraft. 

1614 Jackson Creed iii. xxx. Wks. II. 559 Diabolism or 
symbolizing with infernal spirits. 1762 Warburton Doctr. 
Grace 11. xii, The Farce of Diabolisms and Exorcisms. 1855 
Smedley Occult Sciences 82 Any compact savouring of 
diabolism. 1879 Farrar St. Paul (1883) 466 Ephesus was 
the head-quarters of diabolism and sorcery. 

2. Action or conduct worthy of the devil ; dia- 
bolical or devilish conduct, devilry. 

x68x Baxter Answ. Dodwell Introd. Ciij, If you had 
rather, call it Church-Tyranny, Cruelty, or Diabolism. 1683 
E. Hooker Pref. Ep. Pondage’s Mystic Div. x8 Speculativ 
Infidelitie, practicous Atheism, horrid Blasphemies, and all 
manner of Diabolism, 1777 T. Campbell Sum'. S. Ireland 
(1778) 298 A degree of diabolism, not to be found in the 
human heart. 1826 Gent. Mag. I. 636/1 The^ mob are 
stimulated by harangues to new acts of diabolism. 1884 
J. Parker A post. Life III. 75 To put an end to their censure, 
their malice, their diabolism of spirit. 

t b, A doctrine of devils ; a devilish system of 
belief. Obs. 

1608 T. James Apol. Wyclif66 [He] taught . . [that] there 
was an equalitie of al men, and^ communion of al things, 
which is pure Anabaptisme, or Diabolisme rather. 

3. Doctrine or system of opinions as to devils ; 
belief in or worship of the devil. 

1660 Fisher Rustzcks Alarm JN ks. (1679) 557 Delusion, 
Fanaticism, Enthusiasm, Quakerism, Diabolism. 1822 Lamb 
Lett. xii. To B. Barton 1x4, I do not know whether dia- 
bolism is part of your creed. 1874 Wood Nat. Hist. 4 
Putting aside the terrors of diabolism, which are engrained 
in the native African mind. 

4. The character or nature of a devil. 

X754 Fielding J. Wild 1. i, Only enough [goodness] to make 
him partaker of the imperfection of humanity, instead of the 
perfection of diabolism. 1778 T. Hartley Pref. Sweden- 
borg’s Heav. 4- H. (1851) 48 Now the very idea of diabolism 
carries in it a repugnance and hatred to God and goodness. 
1838 Blackw. Mag. XLIII. 770 The brutal vulgar ruffian, 
who makes as close an approach to pure diabolism as the 
imperfect faculties of human nature will permit. 

Diabolist (dsi I se-b^list) . [mod. f. as prec. 
+ -1ST.] A professor or teacher of diabolism ; 
a writer who deals with diablerie. 

1895 Westmin. Gaz. 8 Mar. 2/1 These, .are written under 
the inspiration of the French school of Diabolists. That 
school.. is possessed with ideas of black magic, spirits of 
evil, devils become incarnate, and numerous other night- 
mares of corruption. 

Diabolize (dsiiseb^laiz], v. [f. Gr. Zl&PoXos 
devil + -ize. (Du Cange has diabolizare = dsemoni - 
zare for Gr. daifxovtfacrOai to be possessed by a 
demon or * devil ’.)] 

1. trans. To make a devil of, turn into a devil; 
to make like the devil ; to render diabolical. 

1702 C. Mather Magn. Chr. n. App. (1852) 216 The mixt 
Paganryand Popery which hitherto diabolized them. <21711 
Ken Hymns Festiv. Poet. Wks. 1721 I. 296 The jealous 
Fears which Tyrants seize Diabolize them by degrees. 1889 
Cornh. Mag. Sept. 268 The devil, only less than archangel 
ruined, retaining much of his former beauty, and almost all 
his former power, though now diabolised. 1890 Chicago 
Advance 24 July, ^Manufacturing rum to . . debauch and 
diabolize the . . natives of Africa. 

2. To represent or figure as diabolical. 

a 1883 O. W. Holmes Jonathan Edwards in Pages fr. Old 
VoL. Life 400 Iq is a less violence to our nature to deify 
protoplasm than it is to diabolize the Deity. 

3. To subject to diabolical influence. 

1823 [see Diabolized below], 1860 O. W. Holmes Prof. 
Breakf-t. viii. 170 There were two things . . that diabolized 
my imagination,--! mean, that gave me a distinct apprehen- 
sion of a formidable bodily shape. 

Hence Bia*bolized ppl. a. ; Biaboliza'tioa, 
the action of diabolizing, or representing as a 
devil. 

1823 Bentham Not PauZ ^xg A man in his sound senses 
counterfeiting a diabolized roan or a madman. 1879 M. D. 
Conway Demono L II. iv. xi. 120 The diabolisation of 
Asteria (the fallen star) was through her daughter 
Hecate. 

Diabolo’cracy. nonce-wd. [see -cracy.] Go- 
vernment by the devil. 

18x4 Southey in Q. Rev. XII. 195 Bruce has marked out 
a certain part of Africa as the dominion of the Devil, be- 
lieving that the people there are actually under a species 
of diabolocracy, as much as the Jews were under a divine 
government. 

+ Dia*bologue. Obs. nonce-wd. A discussion or 
dialogue of devils. " 

avjx 3 Ellwood AutoMog , (1885) 260 These dialogues, 
shall I call them, or rather diabologues. 

Biabology (daiab^ibdgi). [euphonic abbre- 
viation of diabolology : see next.] The doctrine of 
the devil ; devil-lore. Hence Biabolo-gical a. 

*2x693 Urquhart Rabelais in. xxiii. 191 To speak in the 
true Diabological Sense. Ibid. 192 According to the Doc- 
trine of the said Diabology [some edd. diabolology]. X869 
0 . W. Holmes M ed. Ess. (189x1355 Remember the theology 
and the diabology of the time. 

Diabolology (dskab^Hod^i). [f. Gr. diafioXos 
devil + -logy, Gr. -\oyla speech. JSte also prec.] 
The doctrine of the devil as a branch of science or 
study; devil-lore. 

1875 Kinglake Crimea (1877'! VI. vi. 67 What, in diabolo- 
logy, has often been called a snare. 
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Bialjolomau (dsi^bplJu-nian), a. and ^ 3 . [f. 
L. diabolus , in imitation of such forms as Baby- 
lonian , Tkessaionian.] Bunyan’s name in the 
Holy War for : One of the host of Diabolus (the 
Devil) in his assault upon Mansoul ; also, as adj. 
Of the party of Diabolus or the Devil. 

1682 Bun van Holy War Ded., When the Diabolonians 
were caught. 1869 Spurgeon Treas. Dav. Ps. xix. 9 Till 
.. every corner of the town of Mansoul is dean rid of 
the Diabolonians who lurk therein. 1894 Eggleston in 
Harper's Mag. Feb. 469/1 Vile diabolonians all of them. 

I! Biabrcrsis. Med. Obs. [a. Gr. biafipwais, f. 
Bid through + fipuxns eating, f. fii@pd<ncuv to eat.] 
Corrosion, ulceration. 

1706 in Phillips (ed. Kersey). 1883 in Syd. Soc. Lex. 

t Biaforo'tic, a. and sb. Obs. [ad. Gr. Sii&pco- 
ntcbs able to eat through, corrosive ; f. as prec] 

A. adj. Corrosive. 33 . sb. A corrosive agent. 

S 75 in Ash.^ 

iacalorimeter (doiakselorrmitsi) . [f. Gr. Sta 
through + Calorimeter.] An instrument to 
measure the resistance which liquids offer to the 
passage of heat. 

1876 Caial. Sci. A pp. S. Kens. 151, 

BiacanthottS (doiakse-nfos), a. Bot . [f. Di- 2 
+ Gr. d/cavOa thorn.] Having two spines. 

1883 Syd. Soc. Lex., Diacandious. .in Botany, having two 
spines under each leaf. 

f Bracatho’licon. Obs. [So jn OF. (Cotgr.) 
and med.L., repr. Gr. Bid KadoXinobo composed of 
general or universal (ingredients).] Old term for a 
laxative electuary ; so called from its manifold com- 
position, or, according to some, from its general 
usefulness ; hence, a universal remedy or appliance. 

As prescribed by Nicolaus, it was made of senna leaves, 
pulp of cassia and tamarinds, roots of male fern, rhubarb, 
and liquorice, aniseed, sweet fennel, and sugar. (Quincy.) 

156a in Bulleyn Bk. Simples (Blount). 1621 Burton 
Anat. Mel. il iv. n. iii. (1676) 237/2 Solid purgers are'.. 
Diacatholicon, Weckers Electuarie de Epithymo, .of which 
divers receipts are daily made. 1656 Blount Glossogr., 
Diacatholicon. .so called because it serves as a gentle purge 
for all humours. 1637 in Physical Diet. 1665 J. Wilson 
Projectors 1. Dram. Wks. 11874) 226 Certainly nature and 
art . . could not produce such another diacatholicon that 
shall equally serve to all pm poses, —roast, bake, boil. 

|| Biacansis (doiakeysis). Med. [Gr. Bidmvms 
burning heat : cf. next.] 

1883 Syd. Soc. Lex., Diacansis .. excessive, intense heat 
of body. 

Biacausti© (dsiakp’stik), a. and sb. [f. Gr. 
Sid through, across + feavern/tbs burning, f. mieiv to 
bum. Cf. F. diacaustique.] 

A. adj. 

1 . Math. Of a surface or curve : Formed by the 
intersection of refracted rays of light. (Opp. to 
catacaustic : see Caustic a. 3.) 

1704 J. Harris Lex. Techn. Pref. A iii, The Nature and 
Properties of Catacaustick and Diacaustick Figures. 1727- 
SX Chambers Cycl., Diacaustic Curve , or Caustic by refrac- 
tion the curve line, which touches all the refracted rays, 
is called the diacaustic . 1868 Chambers' Encycl.ll. 693/1 
When the caustic curve is . . formed by refraction, it is called 
the Diacaustic Curve. 

f 2. Med. { Formerly applied to a double convex 
lens or burning glass, such having been used to 
cauterize parts ’ 1 Mayne, Exp. Lex. 1851-60). Obs. 

33 . sb. 1 . Math. A diacaustic curve or surface ; 
a caustic by refraction. 

_ 1727-51 Chambers Cycl. s. v. Caustics, Caustics are divided 
into catacaustics, and diacaustics. 1841 Penny Cycl. XIX. 
356 The caustics formed by the continued intersections of 
refracted rays emanating from a luminous point, are called 
diacaustics. 1869 Tyndall Notes Led. Light § 166 Spheri- 
cal lenses have their caustic curves and surfaces 1 diacaustics) 
formed by the intersection of the refracted rays. 
f 2 . Med. A double convex lens used to cau- 
terize. Obs. 

DiacenOUS (doiise-sihos), a. [f. Gr. Biditw-os 
quite empty or hollow (Dta- 1 ) + -ous.] (See quot.) 

1883 Syd. Soc. Lex., Diacenous . .porous, like a sponge or 
pumice stone, 

Bi-axetamide. Client. See Di- 2 2 and Acet- 
amide. 

1866 E. F rankland Led. Notes for Client. Stud. 373. 

Biaxetate. Ckem. [f. Di- 2 2 + Acetate.] A 
salt with two equivalents of acetic acid (or its 
radical acetyl, C 2 H 3 O), as diacetate of ethylene 
(C 2 H 4 )"*Ac. 2 * 0 2 . So Biacetic a. 

1825 Thomson First Princ. Chem. IL 373 Diacetate of 
lead, 1826 Henry Elem. Chem. II. 121 A diacetate or 
compound of 2 atoms of base with 1 atom of acid. 1863-72 
Watts Did. Chem. I. 24 The diacetates are produced by 
the. action of acetate of silver on the chlorides, bromides, 
or iodides of the several diatomic alcohol-radicles. 1876 
Harley Mat. Med. 133 Acetate and diacetate of lead. 

Biacetin (dsiise-s/tin). Chem. [f. Di- 2 2.] Di- 
acetic glycerin ; a liquid with a biting taste, formed 
by the action of acetic acid upon glycerin, so that 
two of the three hydrogen atoms are replaced by 
acetyl. See Acetin. 

1855 Watts tr. Gmelin's Chem. IX. 426. 1866 E, Frank- 
land Led. Notes for Ckem. Stud. 362 Acetic salts of a 
triacid alcohol : — Monacetin, Diacetin, Triace tin. 
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Also Bi-a‘cetonamime Chem. See Di- 2 and 
Acetqnamink. Biaceto-nic a. Chem . See Di- 2 
+ Acetonic. In diacetonic alcohol , a syrupy liquid 
2(CH 3 )C(OH).CH 2 .CO.CH 3 , obtained by the 
action of potassium nitrite on diacetonamine. 
Biaxetyl. Chem. See Di- 2 2, and Acetyl. 

1872 Watts Did. Chem. VI. 30 [He] has obtained a colour- 
less pungent liquid, which is probably free acetyl or diacetyl 
(C2 HjO)2. 1883 Syd. Soc. Lex., Diacetyl carbamide 

CO(NH. C^Hs 0)2, a product of the action of carbonyl- 
chloride on urea at 5o° C. ; it crystallises from hot alcohol in 
rhombic needles. 

(I Biach&oinm (d9iakrni#m). Bot. [mod. 
L., f. Di- 2 + L. achsenium Achene.] A ‘fruit* or 
seed-vessel consisting of two mericarps resembling 
achenes ; = Cremocarp. 

1870 Bentley Bot. 313 Each portion of the fruit resembles 
the achsenium, except in being inferior, hence the name di- 
achaenium has been given to this fruit. 

II Biacha*lasis. Burg. Obs . [a. Gr. Biayd- 
Xaffiij f. diax^Xauv to cause to open or gape.] (See 
quots.) Hence t Biac!hala*stic a. Obs. 

1751 Chambers Cycl. Supp., Diachalasis, in the medi- 
cinal works of the antients, a term used to express a solu- 
tion of continuity in the bones of the cranium at the sutures. 
1851-60 Mayne Expos. Lex., Diachalasis^ . . a former term 
for the separation or opening of the cranial sutures. 1883 
Syd. Soc. Lex., Diachalastic, relating to a Diachalasis. 

Il Biackore'sis. Med. Obs. [Gr . Siax&prjais 
excretion.] (See quot.) Hence Biacliore*tic a. 

1706 Phillips Ted. Kersey), Diachoresis, the act or faculty of 
voiding excrements. 1721 in Bailey. 1883 Syd. Soc. 
Lex., Diaclwretic .. promoting the excretion of faeces; 
laxative. 

Diachronic (daiakr^nik), a. nonce-wd. [f. Gr. 
did throughout, during + xp6 v ~ os time + -10.] 
Lasting through time, or during the existing period. 

1857 Gosse Creation 87 The two creations — the extinct and 
the extant - or rather the prochronic and the diachronic — 
here unite. 

Diachylon, -lnm (daqse-kil^h, -l»m), diacm- 
lum (daijse-kL^m). Forms: a. 4-6 diaquilon, 
7- diachylon, 8- diachylum (9 diaclum) ; 0. 4-9 
diaculon, 6 dyaculome, 6~ diaculum. [a. med.L. 
diachylum , diaculon , and OF. diaculon (14th c.), 
diaquilo7i, dyachilon, diachilon (Pare, 16th c.), L. 
diachylon (Celsius), repr. Gr. bid xvX&v (a medica- 
ment) composed of juices; cf. also Gr. BiaxvKos 
very juicy, succulent The pronunciation with 
shortened penult comes through Fr, and med.L.] 
Originally, the name of a kind of ointment com- 
posed of vegetable juices ; now a common name for 
lead-plaster, emplastrum plumbi,m\ adhesive plaster 
made by boiling together litharge (lead oxide), 
olive oil, and water ; prepared on sheets of linen 
as a sticking-plaster which adheres when heated. 

a. 1313 in Wardr. Acc. Edw. II 20/15 Diaquilon 1 lb. 10 d. 
c 1400 Lanfrand s Cimrg, 238 Diaquilon maad of litarge 
and oile and juys of mustard seed. 1541 R Copland Guy- 
don's Formul. S j b, Diaquilon of Basis. 1660 Boyle New 
Exp. Pkys . Meek . Proem 8 The Common Plaister call'd 
Diachylon. 1725 Bradley Fam. Did. s. v. Plaister, Let 
the Grease be first well melted, add the Diachylum and 
Wax to it. 1786 Phil. Trans. LXXVI. 156 I took some 
diachylum which had been bought at Apothecaries Hall. 
1797 Burke Regie. Peace iii. Wks. VIII. 272 Half a yard 
square of balmy diplomatick diachylon. 1836 Marryat 
Japhet i. 4 Did a bull gore a man, Mr, Copbagus appeared 
with his diachylon and lint. 3:842 S. Lover Handy Andy iv, 
Your sympathy is better than diachylon to my wounds. 

/3* 1322 in Wardr. A cc. Edw. II 23/20 Dyaculon fr. per lb. 
1530 Palsgr. 729 Splette this dyaculome upon ^a lynen 
clothe. 1541 R. Copland Guy don's Formul. Yij b, Em- 
playster the place with diaculum. 1671 Shadwell Humour- 
ist 1, To set up with Sixpenny-worth of Diaculum. 1821 
Praed Gog Poems (1866) 1. 92 Diaculum, my story says, Was 
not invented in those days, a 1839 Ibid. (1864) 1. 35 The skin 
was rubbed from off her thumb, And she had no Diaculum. 
1836 Gen. P. Thompson Exerc. (1842) IV. 92 Will ..your 
druggists sell more rhubarb and diaculon ? 
b. Comb., as diachylum-plaster. 

1599 A. M, tr, Gabelhouer's Bk. Physicke 249/2 Apply e as 
then theron a Diaquilon playster. 1676 I. Coniers in Phil. 
Trans. XL 718 The ends . . I closed up with Diachylon 
Plaster. <21692 Mountford Faustus \. ad fin., I .. de- 
vour’d Three Yards of Diaculum Plaister instead of Pancake. 
1794 Scott Let. to Miss C. Rutherford 5 Sept, in Lockhart, 
To hint the convenience of a roll of diaculum plaister. 
t Biaxhyma. Bot . Obs. [f. Gr. dia- through + 
Xvp-a that which is poured out, liquid : cf. diaxLuv 
to diffuse, etc.] ‘A synonym of Parenchyma, 
especially such as occupies the space between two 
surfaces, as in a leaf'. Syd. Soc. Lex. 1883. 

1866 Treas. Bot. 397 Diackyma, the green cellular matter 
of leaves. 

Biacid (d 9 i| 8 e*sid), a. Chem. [f. Di- 2 2 4- Actd, 
on the analogy of Dibasic.] Capable of combin- 
ing with two acid radicals. 

Diacid alcohol, a diatomic alcohol containing two hydroxyl 
groups both replaceable by an acid radical. Thus ethene 
alcohol or glycol C2H4 -(OHja is diacid, and when acted on 
by acetic acid may form either a mono-acetate or a di-acetate. 

1866 E. Fran kl and Led. Notes for Chem. Stud. 241 The 
monad radicals give monacid alcohols, the dyad radicals 
diacid alcohols. 1877 Watts Foivnes' Ckem . 166 In the di- 
acid glycol ethers, the two radicles by which the hydrogen 
is replaced may belong either to the same or to different 
acids. 1883 G L. Bloxam: Chem. (ed. 5) 546 The diamines 
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. .are capable of combining with 2 molecules of hydrochloric 
or any similar acid, which is implied by stating that they 
are diacid. 

il Biaxlasis. [a. Gr. 8idic\a<n$ f. ZiattXduv 
to break in twain.] (See quots.) 

1730-6 Bailey (folio), Diaclasis a fracture. 1883 Syd. Soc . 
Lex., Diaclasis, refraction of light rays. 

Hence Biacla*stic a. 

1883 Syd. Soc . Lex., Diaclastic . . relating to Dictclasia [a 
method of amputation], or to Diaclasis. 

Biaclasite (dsqse-klasoit). Min. [f. Ger. dia- 
klas (Breithaupt, 1823), f. Gr. diarcXaeiv to break 
through or asunder ; on account of its easy cleavage.] 
A bisilicate of iron and magnesium ; a brassy 
yellow or greenish grey mineral of the pyroxene 
group, orthorhombic in crystallization. 

1850 Dana Min. 268. 

■f Bi'acle . Sc. Obs. [? related to Dial ; the -cle 
appears to be as in receptacle, spiracle , and other 
reprs. of L. instrumental -cuhim, as in gubemdculum 
rudder.] A small portable dial or compass; 
a pocket-dial. 

1488 Ld. Treas. Acc. Scot. I. 83 A fare diacle. 1612 
Rates # Customs Scot, in Halybur ton's Ledger (Scot. Rec. 
Ser. 1867) 297 Diacles of wode, the dozen, xijj ; of bone, the 
dozen, xlviij s. 1794 Scot. Agric. Surv SkeilandZj (Jam.), 
Every boat carries one compass at least, provincially a 
diacle. 

II Biacc&ittm (dsiak<?u*di#m). Obs. Also 6 
diaccdion, 8-9 diacode. [med. and mod.L. dia- 
codioti, -cbdium, in ancient L. diacodion, from Gr. 
did ucvSeiajv (a preparation) made from poppy-heads: 
see Dia- 2 . Cf. also French diacodion (16th c.) f 
diacodium (1 7-1 8th c.), diacode (adm. by Academy 
1762) ; the last is of rare use in English. So It. 
diacodione (Florio 1599)} now diacodio.\ 

A syrup prepared from poppy-heads, used chiefly 
as an opiate. 

1564-78 Bulleyn Dial. agst. Pest. (1888) 51 Drinlce your 
Diacodion at night to reconcile slepe again. 1681 tr. 
Willis' Rem. Med. Wks. Vocab., Diacodium, a syrup to 
procure sleep, made off the tops of poppy. 1605 Congreve 
Love for L. in. xiii, You had best take a little Diacodion 
and Cowslip-Water. 1817 W. Taylor in Mmthly Mag. 
XLIV. 3x3 His favourite medicine was a diacodium, con- 
sisting of opium administered in honey. 1820 Blackw. Mag. 
VII. 328 [It] puts one to sleep more effectually than a double 
dose of diacodium. 1829 J . Togno tr. Edwards' Vavas- 
seur's Mater. Med. 323 Calming Mixture. .Diacode Syrup. 
Hence f Biaco’diate sb . : cf. opiate. Obs. 

1684 tr. Bonet's Merc. Compit . xiv. 488 We may some- 
times use Diacodiates if the Patients strength hold out. 

II Biaccelosis (dahassVwsis). Biol. [f. Gr. dta- 
(Dia- l) + tcoiXaxns hollow, belly.] The separation 
of the coelome or body-cavity into several sinuses 
in some Vermes, as leeches. 

1888 Rolleston & Jackson Anim. Life 579. Ibid 630 
The coelome is much restricted by a growth of connective 
tissue, which splits it up into sinuses and channels, a process 
termed diacoelosis. 

Diacon, «©, obs. forms of Deacon. 

Biaconal (d3i,se‘k<?nal), a. [ad. late L. dia- 
conal-is , f. didcomis Deacon : cf. F. diaconal (14th 
c. in Hatz.-Darra.).] Of or belonging to a deacon 
(in various senses of the word). 

1611 Cotgr., Diaconal, Diaconall; of, or belonging to a 
deacon. 1656 in Blount Clossogr. 1725 tr. Dupin' s Eccl. 
Hist. 17th C. I. v. 176 The Matter of the Diaconal Ordin- 
ation. 1863 J. M. Ludlow Sisterhoods in Gd. Words 494 
A large development, .of what I may call the natural dia- 
conal functions of women. 18 66 F. G. Lef. Direct. Angl , 
(ed. 3) 3 Being about to execute a diaconal function. 

Biaconate (dsiise'k^n^t), sb. [ad. late L. dia- 
conat-its, f. didconus Deacon : see -ate 1 . Cf. F. 
diaconat . ] 

1 . The office-or rank of deacon. 

1727-51 Chambers Cycl., Deaconry, Diaconate, the order 
or ministry of a deacon or deaconess. [Not in Johnson, 
Todd, Richardson, Webster 1828, Craig 1847.] . a 1846 
Worcester cites Eclectic Rev. 1849 (title) The Diaconate 
and the Poor. 1852 Conybeare & H. St. Paul (1862) I. 
xiii. 408 If, .we explain these intimations by what we know 
of the Diaconate in the succeeding century. 1884 D. Hunter 
tr. Reuss's Hist. Canon iii. 34 A vocation quite as special 
as that of the apostleship or the diaconate. _ 

2 . The time during which any one is a deacon. 

1880 Sunday School Times 3 Apr. 212 During his diaconate 

the Rev. Thos. Gaulandet was assistant to Dr. Pierce.^ 1891 
E. W. Gosse Gossip in Library v. 59 The English divines 
. were accustomed to stupendous efforts of endurance from 
their very diaconate. 

3 . A body of deacons. 

1893 Stoughton in West. Meih. Mag. May 347 A depu- 
tation from our diaconate called upon him. 

f Biaxonate, a. Obs. nonce-wd. [f. L. did- 
con-us Deacon + -ate 2.] Having, or managed 
by, deacons. 

a 1679 T. Goodwin Wks. IV. iv. 189 (R.), This one great 
diaconate church (as we may, in a parallel allusion, to that 
other name of presbyterial, call it). 

Diaconess, -isse, obs. forms of Deaconess. 

II Biaco'nicon. Also in Lat. form diaconi- 
eum, [Gr. SioLkoviicSv , neut. adj. pertaining to 
a deacon, f. Sianovos a servant, a Deacon.] Eccl. 
Antiq . and Mod. Gk. Ch. A building or room 
adjoining the church, where vestments, ornaments, 
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and other things used in the church service are 
kept ; a sacristy, a vestry. 

, *727-51 Chambers CycL, Diaconicon , Sacristy, a place 
adjoining to the amieat churches, where the sacred vest- 
ments, with, the vessels, and other ornaments of the altar, 
were preserved. 1794 Archseol. XI. 331 Thus, among the 
Greeks, is always placed the sacristy, or diaconicon. 1850 
Neale East. Ch. 1. 1. ii. 191 On the opposite side of thehema 
was the diaconicon or sacristy. 1876 in Gwilt Encyd. 
A rchit. Gloss, s. v. 

f Bia'conize, Obs. [f. Gr. Sta/eovos , L. did- 
emus Deacon + -ize. Cf. F„ diaconiser * cof- 
ferer le diaconat.’] intr. To act as deacon; to 
minister.' , . . ■ . 

1644 Bulwer Chiron. 130 The Left Hand . . in the more 
accomplish'd and plenary exhibition of this sacred rite 
[benediction] hath oft Diaconiz’d unto the Right. 

. f Bia*Cony. Obs. rare , [ad. med.L. dtdemia , 

a. Gr. SiaKQPta office, etc. of a deacon. Cf. F. 
diaconie * a deaconrie, the place of a deacon 5 
(Cotgr,).] The place or office of a deacon. 

1636 Abp. J. Williams Holy Table (1637) 79 The very 
Altar it self hath been termed, in the ancient Councellsj 
The Diaconie, as a place belonging (next after the Bishop) 
to the care and custodie of the Deacon only. 

II Biacope (doi t arktfp/). [a. Gr. Siateoirij cleft, 
gash, f. Sta/cbiTT-eiv to cut through.] 

1 1 . Gram . and Rhet. * A figure by which two 
words that naturally stand together,, especially two 
parts of a compound word, are separated by the 
intervention of another word ; tmesis ’ (Webster 
1864], Obs. 

1586 A, Day Eng. Secretary 11. (1625) 83 Tmesis or Dia- 
cope, a division of a word compound into two parts, as, 
What might be so ever . .for, whatsoever might be, &c 1678 
Phillips fed. 4), Diastole, this figure is otherwise called 
Diacope , and by Ruffinianus by a Latin term Separation 

2 . Surg. (See quots.) 

1706 Phillips fed. Kersey), Diacope, a Cutting or dividing 
asunder, a deep Wound, especially one made m the Scull by 
a sharp Instrument 1851-60 m Mayne Expos. Lex. 1883 
Syd. Sac. Lex., Diacope , a cut, incision, fissure, or longi- 
tudinal fracture. It generally signifies an oblique incision 
made in the cranium by a sharp instrument, without the 
piece being removed. 

Biacoustic (doiakenrstik), a. [f. Di- 3 4 
Acoustic a.] Pertaining to diacoustics. 

*775 in Ash : and in mod. Diets. 

Biacoustics (daiakau’stiks). [mod. f. Dl -3 
+ Acoustics; in F. diacoustique. Cf. Dioptrics.] 
A name for the science of refracted sounds. Also 
termed diaphonies. 

1683 Phil. Trans. XIV. 473 Hearing may be divided into 
direct, refracted and reflex’d . . which are yet nameless un- 
less we call them Acousticks, Diacousticks and Catacou- 
sticks. 1704 J. Harris Lex. Techn., Diacousticks or Dia- 
phonicks is the consideration of the properties of Refracted 
'sound, as it passes through different mediums. 1803 
Cavallo Hat. Philos. II. 309 Diacoustics, viz. of refracted 
sound. 

BiacrautG’ric, a. Anal. [f. Gr, through, 
apart + ftpavrypes the wisdom teeth -f -ic.] 

1883 Syd. Sac. Lex., Diacranteric, a term applied to 
describe the dentition of those snakes in which the posterior 
teeth are separated by longer intervals than the anterior. 

So Biacrante-rian. a., in same sense. 

, 1889 in Cent. Did. 

Ij Bia'cre. Obs. rare. In 6 dyacre. [a, F. 
diacre for OF. diacne , ad. L. diacomcs.J A deacon. 

1523 Ld. Berners Froiss. I, ccccxlii. 779 There came . . a 
byshop, a dyacre, and two knightes. 

II Bia*crisis. Med. [mod.L. diaensis, a. Gr f 
focucpiais, f. 81 ajcpLvuv to separate ; spec, to mark a 
crisis in a fever. Cf. F. diacrisei] a. f A term for 
the act of separation or secretion.’ b. ‘A critical 
evacuation.’ c. — Diagnosis. Hence Biacri- 
sio-graphyy * a description of the organs of .secre- 
tion’ {Syd. Soc. Lex.). 

*684 tr. Sonet’s Merc. m Compit. vi. 200 The Fermentation 
cutises such a diacrisis. . in the mass of bloud. 1706 Phillips 
fed. Kersey\ Diacrisis, a separating, severing or dividing ; 
the Faculty of discerning, Judgment. In the Art of Physick, 
a judging of and distinguishing Diseases with their respec- 
tive Symptoms. 1721 m Bailey. 1851-60 Mayne Expos. 
Lex., Diacrisis . . synonymous with Diagnosis, which is the. 
term generally used. 

Diacritic (doiakri’tik), a. and sb. [ad. Gr. 
piarcpiTucbs, that separates or distinguishes, f. 8m- 
tcptvav to separate. In mod.F. diacrifique . ] 

A, adj. Serving to distinguish,, distinctive ; spec. 
in Gram, applied to signs or marks used to dis- 
tinguish different sounds or values of the same letter 
or character ; e.g. e, e, 6, e, e, e, e, §, etc. 

[1677 Gale Crt. Gentiles m, 87 Plato in his Repub. g. makes 
a Philosopher to be ooy&v 00 8 ia./eptTeJcay, a diacritic or very 
critic instrument.] 1609 Wallis to Bp. Lloyd in Nicolson's 
Epist. Corn L 123 (T.), The Arabick ha or cha — distin- 
guished only by the diacritick points. 1875 T. Hill True 
OrdStudies .106' Printed with diacritic signs. jrSoz Nation 
(N.Y.) 21 July 49/2 Printing ‘hi snos’./brot,’ ‘twilit,’ 
- Earlier,’ and other diacritic novelties. 

B. sb. Gram . A diacritic sign or mark. 

,t866 A. J. Ellis On Pal&otype in Trans. Phil. Soc. 1867 
App. 1. 6 Lepsius's Standard Alphabet in which, .as many 
as two or three diacritics are applied to a single body. 1877 
Sweet Phonetics 174 Even letters with accents and dia- 
critics.. being only cast for a few founts, act practically as 
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new letters. Ibid 175 We may consider the h in sk an A.fh 
simply as a diacritic written for convenience on a line with 
the letter it modifies. 1888 A thenzum 1 Sept. 287/1 A system 
which requires several new types and makes constant use of 
diacritics. ’ 

Diacritical (daiakrrtikal), a. [f. as prec. + 

-AL.] 

. 1 . Gram . <= Diacritic a. 

1749 B. Martin (title]. Lingua Britannica Reformata : or 
a universal English Dictionary. .Universal, Etymological, 
Orthographical, Orthoepical, Diacritical. 1755 Johnson 
Diet. Gram. Eng. Tongue, From^in the Islandick alphabet, 
vis only distinguished by a diacritical point. 2840 Maloom 
Trav. 42,’iJIn Siamese] there are thirty-four consonants .. 
and twelve vowels, with several diacritical marks. 1867 
A. J. Ellis E. E. Pronunc. L i. at In quite recent days, 
the innovation of diacritical signs arose as in French and 
German. 

b. gen. Distinguishing, distinctive. 

1857 Birch Anc. Pottery (1858) II. 343 The diacritical 
marks of this ware are a paste of red coralline colour, [etc.] 
e. Electr. (See qnot.) 

1884 S. P. Thompson Dynamo-Electr. Mack. (18S8) 307 
This number of amphre-turns . he named the diacritical 
number ; and the current producing half-saturation he called 
the diacritical current. 

2 . Capable, or showing a capacity, of distinguish- 
ing or discerning. 

1856 Alexander Life Dr. Wardian) xix. 477 His intellect 
was eminently dialectic and diacritical. 1865 Athenaeum 
24 June 837/2 Where is his diacritical power? 

Hence Biacri’tically adv. 

1820 Blackw. Mag. VII. 198 Masoretically print it, dia- 
eritically compose it. 

Diactinic (cbijssktrnik),#. Optics, [f. Di -3 =* 
Dia - 1 + Gr. atertv- a ray + -ic.] Having the 
property of transmitting the actinic rays of light. 

1867 W. A. Miller Elemen. Ghent, l fed. 4) 230 Rock-salt, 
fluor-spar, water, .are almost as diactinic. .as quartz. 1880 
x gth Cent. Mar. 529 Substances which are chemically trans- 
parent are said to be diactinic. 1880 A thenseum 1 1 Dec. 
781/3 Experiments which prove the diactinic character of 
substances constructed on an open chain of carbon com- 
pounds. 

So Bia-ctinism, * the condition of transparency 
for chemical or actinic rays ’ {Syd. Soc. Lex. 1883). 
Diacultun, a popular variant of Diachylum. 
Diad, obs. form of Dyad. 

Biadelpk (dai-adelf). Bat. rare~°. [f. next; 
cf . didynam] A plant of the class Diadelphia , 

2828 in Webster ; whence in later Diets. 

If Diadelphia (dsiaderifia). Bot. [mod.L. 
(Linnaeus 1735) f. Gr. h-, Di- 2 + a Ze\<f> 6 s brother + 
-IA.] The seventeenth class in the Linnaean Sexual 
system, including plants with stamens normally 
united in two bundles. Hence BiadeTphian a. 

1762 Hudson Flora Anglica, Diadelphia. 1794 Martyn 
Rousseau's Bot. ix. 93 In the seventeenth class diadelphia, 
the filaments are united at bottom. 1828 Webster, Dia- 
delphian. 1857 Henfrey itoA ii. § 3S5, The Class Diadelphia 
includes a large number of Papilionaceous genera. 

Diadelpbic (doiadedfik), a. [f. as pree. + -IC.] 
a. Bot. « Diadelphous. b. Chem. Of a com- 
pound: Having the elements combined in two 
groups. 

1847 Craig, Diadelphic , pertaining to the class Dia- 
delphia. 1866 E. Frankland Led. Notes far Chem. Stud. 
2or N on-n itrogenous organic compounds . . 1. The mon- 
adelphic, or marsh-gas type. 2. The diadelphic, or methyl 
type. 

Diadelphous (doiade-lfas), a. Bot. [f. as 
prec. + -Otis.] Of stamens : United by the fila- 
ments so as to form two bundles. Of plants : 
Having the stamens so united. 

1807 J. E. Smith Pkys. Bot. 442 The plants of this section 
are really not diadelphous But monadelphous. 1870 Bentley 
Bot. (1882)' 248 When the filaments unite so as to form two 
bundles, the stamens are termed diadelphous, as in the Pea, 
Milkwort and Fumitory. 

Diadem (dsradem), sb. [a. F. dyademe (J3tk 

c. in Godef.), mod.F. diadlme, ad, L. diadema , Gr. 
StddrjjMa band or fillet, esp. the regal fillet of Persian 
kings, adopted by Alexander of Macedon and his 
successors ; f. SiaSemv to bind round, £ dux- across, 
through + Sieiy to bind.] 

1 . A crown ; an ornamental cincture or covering 
for the head, worn as a symbol of honour, esp. of 
royal dignity. (In quot. 1290, applied to the 
aureola or crown of a martyr. Now chiefly poetic 
and rhetorical) 

C1290 S. Eng. Leg. I. 167/2125 At round it om a-boute is 
heued, ase it were a dyademe. 1382 Wyclif Rev. xii. 3 And 
lo l a greet reed dragoun, hauynge seuene heedes . . and in 
the heedis of him seuen diademes. 1415 Hoccleve To Sir 
y. Oldcasile 232 O Constantyn.. O cristen Emperour. .Wei 
Was byset on thee thy diadeeme ! 1513 More in Grafton 
Chron. (1568) II. 807 In habite royall with Scepter in hand e 
and_ Diademe on his head. 1602 Shaks. Ham. in. iv. 100 
A vice of kings . . That from a shelfe, the precious Diadem 
stole, And put it in his Pocket. 1785 Wilkins Bkagvat 69, 
I wish to behold thee with the diadem on thy head, a 2839 
Praed Poems (1864) IL 433 Many a gem Fit for a Sultan’s 
diadem. 

b. spec. A band or fillet of cloth, plain or adorned 
with jewels, worn round the head, originally by 
Oriental monarchs, as a badge of royalty. (The 
original sense of the word in Gr. and L.) 
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2570-80 North Plutarch (1622) 518 He had sent her his 
Diademe or royall band and called her by the name and title 
of Queene. 1656 Cowley Find. Odes , Praise of Pindar ii. 
Notes, Diadems (which were used by the ancient Kings. , 
for the mark of Royalty) , . were Bindings of white Ribband 
about the Head, set and adorn’d with precious stones. 1776 
Gibbon Decl. 4- F. I. 388 Diocletian . . ventured to assume 
the diadem . . It was no more than a broad white fillet set 
with pearls, which encircled the emperor's head. 1882 Farrar 
Early Chr. II. 226 note , A diadem . . this badge of Oriental 
autocracy— a purple silken fillet embroidered with pearls. 

e, A wreath of leaves or flowers worn round 
the head. 

1530 Palsgr. 213/2 Diademe of laurell, laureate. 1883 
Myra's JrnL Aug., Diadems of orange-flowers have been 
more worn lately. 

&. Her. (See quots.) 

1727-51 Chambers CycL, Diadem, in heraldry, is applied 
to certain circles, or rims, serving to bind or inclose the 
crowns of sovereign princes ; and to bear the globe, and 
cross, or the flower-de-luces, for their crest. 2787 Porny 
Blent. Heraldry Gloss., Diadem . . is now frequently used 
to signify the Circles, which close on the top of the Crowns 
of Sovereigns, and support the Mound. 

2 . Jig. The authority or dignity symbolized by 
a diadem ; royal or imperial dignity, sovereignty ; 
= Crown sb. 3. 

a 1300 Cursor M. 22357 (Cot t.) pan sal he fare to lursalem 
.. and yeild up Jare^his diademe. a 1400-50 Alexander 
3240 Don agayne j>e dignite, \>e diademe of Pers, And all J?e 
ri^tis of ]>i rewme resayue as before. 1548 Hall Chr on. 224 
That the Erie of Richemond, should once attein to the 
Crowne and diademe of the realme. 2602 Fulbecke Pan- 
dectes 10 Such things can not be seuered from the princely 
Diadem. 1789 Belsham Ess. 1 . xviii. 348 A diadem could 
not . . raise the personal character of the Protector. 1821 
Byron Mar. Fal. 1. ii. 173 Old Dandolo Refused the diadem 
of all the Caesars, 

S.yig-. A distinction or adornment conferring glory 
or dignity, figured as a crown. 

1526 Pilgr.Perf. (W. de W. 1531) 7 b, They shall receyue 
of the hande of god the crowne of glory and diademe of 
honour. 2605 Camden Rem. 3 One of the fairest . . Plumes 
in the triumphant Diademe of the Roman Empire. *825 
J. Neal Bro. Jonathan III. 370 The name of Yankee was 
a reproach here ; it was a diadem there. 

4 . transf. Something that surmounts and adorns 
like a crown ; a crowning ornament. 

1781 Cowper Retirement 82 The crescent moon, the 
diadem of night, Stars countless, each in his appointed 
place, Fast anchored. 1817 Byron Manjred 1. i. 64 Mont 
Blanc is the monarch of mountains; They crown’d him 
long ago On a throne of rocks, in a robe of clouds, With 
a diadem of snow. 1845-75 MackaY Seven Angels of Lyre 
iii, A rainbow is her diadem. 

5 . Short for diadem-monkey. 

0 . Surg. In Lat. form diadema : A bandage for 
the head. 1811 in Hooper Med. Diet. 

7 . attrib . and Comb., as diadem- shaped adj. ; 
diadem-lemur, a species of Indris ; diadem- 
monkey, Gercopithecus diadematus ; diadem- 
spider, the garden spider, Epeira diadema. . 

2851 D. Wilson Preh. Ann. (1863) II. in. v. 143 Diadem, 
and coronet shaped ornaments. 1854 H. Miller Sch. § 
Schm. (1858) 67 The large diadem spider, which spins so 
strong a web. 

Bradem, V. [f. prec. sb.] trans. To place a 
diadem upon ; to adorn with or as with a diadem ; 
to crown. Chiefly in pa. pple. : cf. next. 

1362 Langl. P. PL A. in. 268 Dauid schal ben dyademed 
and daunten hem alle. 7738 Pope Epil. to Sat. 11. 232 When 
diadem'd with rays divine . . Her Priestless Muse forbids 
the Good to die. 1777 Sir W. Jones Turkish Ode Poems 
91 And every stalk is diadem'd with flowers. 1826 H. H. 
Wilson tr. Uttara Rdma Cherttra 46 Hills, whose tower- 
ing peaks Are diademed with clouds. 1858 Neale Bernard 
de M.{ 1865) 13 The Judge that comes in mercy. .To diadem 
the right. 

Hence Diademed (d’arademd) ppL a., wearing 
or adorned with a diadem ; crowned. 

1790 J. Williams Shrove Tuesday (1794) 9 Where Despots 
diadem’d and toga'd stride. 1805 Southey in Ann. Rev. 
III. 556 One of the three diademed princes. _ 1840 Carlyle 
Heroes iii. (1891) 79 Is he not obeyed, worshipped after his 
sort, as all the Tiaraed and Diademed of the world . . could 
not be ? 189a A thenseum 19 Mar. 380/1 Draped diademed 
bust of the empress. 

Biademated (doi*ademJ 5 ted\ pph a. ? Obs. 
[f. L. diademat-us (f. Gr. dtadrjpm Diadem) + -ID.] 
Wearing a diadem ; diademed. 

1727 Baxley vol. II, Diadehnated, wearing a Diadem, 
Crown or Turbant. 1763 Swintqn in Phil. Trans » LIV. 99 
The first: of these medals presents to our view a diade- 
mated head. 1770 Ibid. LX. 84 note. Coins, .with diademated 
heads upon them. 

|| Diade’xis. Med. Obs.— °. [a. Gr, 8 ta 5 e£is, 
n. of action f. Siadix^aBai to relieve one another, 
succeed.] A transposition of humours in the body 
from one place to another. 

x8n in Hooper Med. Diet. 1847 in Craig. • 

II Diadoche (daiise'd^k?). [a. Gr. foaSox# suc- 
cession, f. 8ia8ix ecr ^ ai : see prec.] Succession ; 
spec, in Med. (see quots.> 

1706 Phillips (ed. Kersey), Diadoche, in the Art of Physick, 
the succeeding or progress of a Disease, to its change call’d 
’Crisis. '1 1883 Syd. Soc. Lex., Diadoche, the exchange of one 
disease into another of different form or character and in a 
different situation. *884 Church Q. Rev. XVIII. 258 The 
diadoche of early Greek scholars . . was but a broken and 
fitful succession. 


DIADOCHXAtf. 


DIAGOHAB. 


Biadocllian (dmadffu-kian), a. [f. Gx.fkatox-os 
succeeding, successor (see prec.) + -ian.] Belong- ; 
ing to the Diadochi or Macedonian generals among 
whom the empire of Alexander the Great was di- 
vided after his death, or to their time. 

[1855 Grote Greece XI 1 . 362 The interests of these Diadochi 
— Antigonus, Ptolemy, Seleucus, Lysimachus.] 1881 J. T. 

Cl a rke Rep. Invest . A ssos i n Papers A rchseol. I nst . A mer. 
Class. Set. L 40 A monument of small dimensions and lavish 
Diadochian ornamentation. 

Diadochite (daiiardtoit). Min. [mod. f. Gr. 
Ztccdo xos (see prec.) + -ite. N amed by Breithaupt in 
183 7, from his belief that phosphorus had succeeded 
arsenic in its composition.] Hydrous phosphate 
and sulphate of iron, of brown or yellowish colour 
and resinous appearance. 

1850 Dana M in. 454. 1851 Watts tr. Gmelids Chem. V. 
246 Diadochite. .Resembles iron-cinder in. .appearance. 

I Diadosis (dsiiard&sis). Med. [a. Gr. ZiaZocus, 
f. ZtaZiZovai to hand over, distribute.] a. Distri- 
bution of nutritive material to the body. b. Re- 
mission or decline of a disease. ! 

1721 in Bailey. 1811 in Hooper Med. Diet. 

f Bradrom, -ome. 06 s. [ad. Gr. ZiaZpou^ a 
running through or across, f. did + Zpoji- ablaut stem 
of fyaueiv to run.] A vibration of a pendulum. 

x66z Boyle Exanien v. (1682) 55 In Water the Diadromes 
are so much more slow [than in air], 1690 Locke Hum. Und. 
iv. x. § 10. 293 A Pendulum, whose Diadroms .. are each 
equal to one Second of Time. 

Diaeresis (dai^rzsis, -I^r/Ssis). Also dieresis. 
[a. L. diaeresis, a. Gr. Zialpeais, 11. of action f. 
Ztaipk-uv to divide, separate.] 

1 . The division of one syllable into two, esp. by the j 
separation of a diphthong into two simple vowels. 

1656 Blount Glossogr. s.v. Dieretic, The figure Diaeresis, 
whereby one syllable is divided into two parts, as Evoluisse 
for Evolvisse. 1755 Johnson, Diaeresis , the separation or j 
disjunction of syllables ; as aer. 1887 Roby Lat. Gram, j 
(ed. 5) 1. 478 Diaeresis, * separation ' of one vowel sound into j 
two ; e. g. Orpheus for Orpheus also the treatment of a j 
usually consonantal v as a vowel ; e. g. siluae for silvae. 

b. The sign [••] marking such a division, or, ! 
more usually, placed over the second of two vowels 
which otherwise make a diphthong or single sound, 
to indicate that they are to be pronounced sepa- 
rately. 

161 x Cotgr. N nn n, Diaeresis is when two points ouer a 
vowell diuide it from another vowell, as boue, queue. 
1706 Phillips (ed. Kersey) s* v. Diaeresis, An e, I or a 
Diaeresis, to show that such a vowel is sounded by it self and 
not joyn'd with any other, so as to make a Diphthongue. 
1767 G. Sharpe Grk. Tongue 16 (R.) If any two vowels 
are to be read as two distinct syllables, the latter is marked 
with a diaeresis, or two dots over it ; yoxs, boy, and avm'oc, 
sleepless. 1824 J. Johnson Typogr. II. xi. 284 The diaeresis 
["] separates two vowels, that they may not be taken for 
a diphthong. 

2 . Prosody. The division made in a line or a verse 
when the end of a foot coincides with the end of a 
word, 

1844 Beck & Felton tr. Munk's Metres 39 From the coin- 
cidence and disagreement of verse-series and word-series 
springs the idea of the diaeresis and caesura ( 5 tatpe<rts and 
Tofi-q), abscission and incision. 

3 . Stirs?. Separation of parts normally united, as 
by a wound or burn, the lancing of an abscess, etc. 

1706 in Phillips (ed. Kersey). 1727-51 Chambers Cycl. 

5. v. Diaeresis , There are five manners of performing the 
diaeresis viz. by cutting, pricking, tearing, drawing and 
burning. 1883 Syd. Sac. Lex., Diaeresis, a division of parts 
From a wound, or burn ; a solution of continuity, produced 
by mechanical means, 

4 . gen . ( nonce-use .) Division, separation. 

1856 Alexander Life Wardlaiv xiii. 331 This diaeresis 
of opinion has separated ethical writers into two sections. 

Biseretic (doi|ere*tik), a . and sb. Also die- 
retic. [ad. Gr. 8 iaipert/{ 6 y divisible, of or by 
division, f. Sicupe t 6 s, vbl. adj. f. Siaipuv : see prec. ; 
cf. F. dUritique (Littre).] 

A. adj. Of, pertaining to, or by means of diaeresis 
or division. 

1640 G. Watts tr. Bacon's Adv. Learn, vi. ii. 231 The 
others [methods], as the analytic, systatic, diaeretic,_ etc. 
1656 Blount Glossogr., Diereiick, pertaining to a division, 
or the figure Diaeresis. 1851-60 Mayne Expos. Lex . 269 ii 
Having power to divide, dissolve, or corrode ; escharotic, 
corrosive, dieretic. 1883 Syd. Sac. Lex,, Dieretic. 

B. sb. Med. A caustic or corrosive agent. Ohs. 

1721 Bailey, Diseretics, medicines which corrode and eat* 

1883 Syd. Soc. Lex., Diseretic, an old term for a caustic. 
Diafragma, -fragme, obs. ff. Diaphragm. 
Biagenesis (doiajdge-nesis). [mod. f. Gr. 5m- 
across + 7« veerts generation, origination: Genesis.] 
Transformation by dissolution and recombination 
of elements. Hence Diagcne’tic a., of or pertain- 
ing to diagenesis. 

1886 T. S. Hunt Mineral Physiol. # Physiogr. 173 The 
reactions. . resulting not only in the conversion of amorphous 
into crystalline bodies, but m the breaking up of old com- 
binations, as well as in the union of unlike matters mechani- 
cally mingled to form new crystalline species, are instruc- 
tive examples of what Gvimbel has termed diagenesis, ibid.. 
An instructive phase in this diagenetic process is that of the 
gradual conversion of smaller crystalline grains or crystals 
■. into larger ones. 
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Biageotrojlic (dsiai dgriOtrp-pik), a. pot. ' [f. : 
Gr. Siaacross + yr}, y€0- the earth + rpostKls belong- : 
ing to turning.] Characterized by diageotjopisin. | 
1880 C. & F. Darwin Movem. PI. 189 The rhizomes of i 
Sparganium ramosum grow out horizontally in the soil to | 
a considerable length, or are diageotropic. 1882 F. Darwin 1 
in Mature XXY. 600 A diageotropic organ is one which 
possesses the power of growing at right angles to the line of ! 
gravitation. 

Biageotropism (dobaid^V-tr^piz’m). Bot. 

[f. prec. : see -ism.] The tendency in parts of 
plants to grow transversely to the earth’s radius. . • 
x88o C. & F. Darwin Movem. PI. 5 Diageotropism, a 
position more or less transverse to the radius of the earth. 

Biaglypjfa. (doraglif). rare, [£ stem of Gr. ; 
Ziay\tKp€iv to carve through, carve in intaglio, £ 
Zia- through •+■ yXxxpuv to carve : in mod.F. diaglyphe 
(Hatz.-Darm.).] A sculpture or engraving in which 
the figures are sunk below the general surface ; ah 
intaglio. Hence BiaglypMc a., pertaining to, or 
of the nature of, such sculpture. 

Evelyffs name for the art is after Gr. yXwfwoj (sc. rex^q). 
[1662 Evelyn Chalcogr. (1769I 16 Diaglyphice , when 
hollow, as in seals and intaglias. 28x9 P. Nicholson Archil 
Did. I. 9 The Diaglyphice where the strokes£of the figures] : 
are indented.] 1864 Webster, Diaglyphic. 1889 Century 
Did., Diaglyph. 

Biagnosable (doiagn^zab’l), a. [£ next + 
-able.] Capable of being diagnosed. 

2891 Scot. Leader 24 Sept, 6 Before it [tubercular disease] 
became in the individual diagnoseable. 

Diagnose (doiagn^z'L v. Med. [£ next ; cf. 
anastomose , metamorphose (immediately after F. 
verbs in -oscr from a sb. in -ose)i] trans. To 
make a diagnosis of (a disease), to distinguish and 
determine its nature from its symptoms ; to recog- i 
nize and identify by careful observation. . 

1861 Wynter Soc. Bees 339 , 1 was enabled to diagnose the 
complaint at once. 1877 Roberts Handbk. Med. (ed. 3) I. 
231 Articular rheumatism has also to be diagnosed from the 
other forms. 1887 Homeop. World 1 Nov. 497, 1 diagnosed 
chronic jaundice. m . ■ 

fig. 1879 Tourgee Pools Err. ii. 11 Her heart had 
diagnosed the symptoms. 2885 Times 13 Aug. 4 h If. is not 
difficult for me to diagnose . .the name of the ‘ former house- 
surgeon * who wrote to you. 
b. absol. or intr. 

2882 Attfield in Standard 23 Aug. 2/2 The pharmacist . . i 
attempting to diagnose while knowing nothing about the ■ 
human frame. 

Diagnosis (daiagn<?u*sis). PL -oses. [a. L. I 
diagnosis , Gr. hidyvcoms, n. of action £ Ziayiyvw- 
ckhv to distinguish, discern, £ 5 ta- through, thor- 
oughly, asunder + yiyvwcnceiv to learn to know, 
perceive. In F. diagnose in Molihre : cf. prec.] 

1 . Med. Determination of the nature of a diseased 
condition ; identification of a disease by careful in- 
vestigation of its symptoms and history ; also, the 
opinion (formally stated) resulting from such in- 
vestigation. 

2681 tr. Willis' Rem. Med. Whs. Y ocab. , Diagnosis, di- 
lucidation, or knowledg. 2791 P, P. Price (title) A Trea- 
tise on the Diagnosis and Prognosis of Disease. 1834 J. 
Forbes LaennecsDis. Chest(zd. 4) 199 It is in the diagnosis 
. .of pneumonia . . that the greatest practical benefit of aus- 
cultation will be found. 1855 G. W. Holmes Poems 274 
The diagnosis was made out, They tapped the patient ; so 
he died. 2872 Baker Nile Tribut. i. 8 The crows can form 
a pretty correct diagnosis upon the case of a sick camel. 
1878 H. S. Wilson Alp. Ascents iv. 232 Then came the 
diagnosis — to wit a severe contusion and strain of right 
knee. 

b. transf. and jig. 

1855 H. Spencer Princ. Psychol. (1872) II. VI. xviii. 253 
Perception is essentially a diagnosis. 1868 T. G, Duff Pol 
Surv. 123 Our diagnosis of the character of a person. ^ 2892 
Spectator 2 Oct, 438/x [Swindlers] seem to possess, in an 
extraordinarily high degree, the power of moral diagnosis, — 
of telling what are the weak spots in the mind of the 
ordinary man. 

2 . Biol. etc. Distinctive characterization in precise 
terms, (of a genus, species, etc.}* 

1853 J. Lindley Veget. Kingd. 372 Tillaceae, Linden- 
blooms . . Diagnosis.— Malval Exogens, with, free stamens 
on the outside of a disk, albuminous seeds, and straight 
embryo. 2854 Badham HaUeut. 235 Specimens ..in a fit 
condition for diagnosis. 2858 W hewell Nov. Org. Renov. 23 
The Diagnosis, or Scheme of the Characters, comes, in the 
order of philosophy, after the Classification. ^ 2874 Jevons 
Prin. Science (2877; 7°^ This operation of discovering to 
which class of a system a certain specimen or case belongs, 
is generally called Diagnosis. 2880 Gunther Fishes 10 
The ‘ Genera Piscium * contains well-defined diagnoses of 45 
genera. 

Diagnost (daiagn^sf). rare—*, [ad. Gr. 
ZiayvoooT-qs one who examines and decides, agent- 
n. from Ziayiyvwofcuv : see Diagnosis.] =Diag- 

i KOSTICIAN. 

Diagnostic (doiagn^stik), a. and sb. [ad. 
Gr, ZiayvojCTiKos able to distinguish, if diaywisTitcq 
(sc. rexvy) the art of distinguishing diseases, £ 5 ia- 
yiyv&MSKuv : see Diagnosis. Cf. F. diagjtostique 
j (17th c. in Hatz.-Darm.).] . 

A. adj. ' • 

! 1 . Of or pertaining to diagnosis, 

j 1625 Hart Anal Ur. 1. i. 13 Physicke diagnosticke or 
| semiotkke. . teachetli vs to know the nature, .of the disease 


by tKe signes. .of the same. 1654 Whitlock Zootomia 46 
The Diagnostick and disease-discovering Part. 2775 Sir 
E. Barry Observ. Wines 394 The diagnostic knowledge ., 
of these symptoms. 2884 E. Sheppard in Law Times 4 Oct. 
373/2 The judgment and diagnostic skill of the ., medical 
practitioner. 

2 . Of value for purposes of diagnosis, discrimina- 
tion, or identification ; specifically characteristic, 
distinctive : a. in Med. ; b. in Biol . ; c. gen. 

a. 2650 Bulwer A nthropomet. 4 _ As to the signes Diag- 
nostick, a vitious figure of the head is known by sight. 1737 
Bracken Farrieiy hnpr. (1756' I. 306 The Diagnostick 
Signs of a Dog truly mad. _ 2885 Lancet 26 Sept. 562 The 
most important diagnostic signs of pleural effusion. 

b. 2862 Sir H. Holland Ess., Life 4* Organization 79 
The teeth. . . so important a diagnostic mark. 2872 Oliver 
Elem. Bot. n. 124 The brief characters, which . . distinguish 
these species from, each other are said to be diagnostic. 
1875 Buckland Log-bk. 244 Much has been said as to the 
tail being- a diagnostic mark between the wild and tame cat. 

C. 2669 Address Yng. Gentry Eng. 17 Necessary, aphor- 
isms to regulate their own lives by, and be diagnostic of all 
others. 2803 Ed in. Rev. I. 256 note, The self reviewing 
philosophy would have been a term more diagnostic. 2888 
Pall Mall G. 28 Apr. 12/2 The Times cannot regard the 
Mid Lanark election as possessing any particular diagnostic 
value. • . 

B. sb . ; sometimes in collcct.pl. diagnostics, 

1. = Diagnosis i. 

1625 Hart A fiat. Ur. x. ii. 23 Diagnosticke whose most 
common scope is to discerne. . the sick and infinite from the 
whole. 1669 W. Simpson Hydrol. Chym. 94, I fear the 
Doctor mistakes in his diagnosticks. 1753 N. Torriano 
Gangr. Sore Throat 10 From this Appearance of. the Blood, 
no Diagnostic can be formed of the Disease. 1803 M ed. 
Jml. IX. 126 The disease, the diagnostic of which he found 
difficult to determine. 1855 Macaulay Hist. Eng. IV. 530 
Radcliffe . .had raised himself to the first practice in London 
chiefly by his rare skill in diagnostics. 
jig. 2769 Burke Late St Nat. Wks. 2842 1 . 89 The false 
diagnostick of our state physician. 1874 L. Stephen Homs 
in Libr. 11892) I. ix. 335 May be described as a system of 
religious diagnostics. 

2 . A distinctive symptom or characteristic, a 
specific trait : a. in Med. b. Biol, and gen. ^ 

a. 1652 Wittie Primrose's Pop. Err. 225 Th at Pliysitian . . 
having fully found out the diagnosticks, and prognosticks 
of a disease. 2752 Smollett Per. Pic. (1779) II. lvii. 258 
From these diagnost ics [the physician J declared that the 
liquidum nervosum was intimately affected. 2764 Reid 
Inquiry vi. § 23. 194 An unusual appearance in the colour 
of familiar objects may be the diagnostic of a disease in the 
spectator. 1853 Reade Chr. Johnstone 15 You have the 
maladies of idle minds, love, perhaps, among the rest ; you 
blush, a diagnostic of that disorder. 

b. 1646 S. Bolton A rraignm. Err. 244 What are the Diag- 
nosticks or marks whereby w*e may. .discern of errour from 
truth. 1748 Richardson Clarissa (2811) VII. ix. 53 Oaths, 
and curses, the diagnostics of the rakish spirit. 1818 Blackw. 
Mag. II. 404 The diagnostics (if so technical a terra may 
be allowed) of his conduct, deportment, and conversation. 
2826 Kirby & Sp. Entomol. (18281 IV. xlviL 405 We cannot 
point out any certain diagnostic. 

Diagno*sticaIly, adv. [f. prec. + -all -lt 2 .] 
By means of diagnosis, with reference to diagnosis. 

1657 G. Starkey Helmonfs Vind. 52 By Rules set down 
to finde out the disease Diagnostically. 2891 Pall Mall G. 
21 Oct. 5/2 Diagnostically and therapeutically it was only 
the amount of the dose which determined the effect. 

Diagnosticate (dsiagn^stik^ t), V. [f. as prec. 
•+ -ate b ; cf. F. diagnostiquer . ] »= Diagnose v. 
2846 T. Callaway Dislocations (1849 ) Could it [a compli- 
cation] be clearly diagnosticated. 2863 Lytton Caxtoniana. 
I. 44 It assumes to diagnosticate in cases that have baffled 
the Fergusons. 287s Hammond Dis. Nervous Syst. 47 From 
thrombosis cerebral congestion is diagnosticated by the 
circumstances that, [etc.]. 

So Diagrnostication = Diagnosis. 

2883 in Syd. Soc. Lex. 

Diagnostician (dsfiagn^strjan). [f. as prec. 
+ -IAN.] One who is skilled in diagnosis. 

2866 A. Flint Princ. Med. (1880) 108 The mental quali- 
fications of the skilful diagnostician. 1894 Pop. Set. Monthly 
XLIV. 478 By the skilled teacher I now mean the one who 
is an expert diagnostician of powers. 

JSiagO’llieter. Electr. [ad. F. diagombtre, £ 
Gr. Ziaytiv to carry across, conduct + fierpov mea- 
sure.] An instrument designed to measure the 
electro-conductive power of various substances. 

2863-72 Watts Diet. Chem. II. 314 Diagometer, an elec- 
trical apparatus, intended for the detection of adulterations 
in olive oil, this oil being said to have less electric conduct- 
ing power than other fixed oils. 2886 Wormell tr. Von 
, Urbanitzky’s Electr. in Serv. Man (1890) 109 In the con- 
struction of his diagometer, an instrument which makes use 
of the different conducting powers of substances for die 
determination of their chemical combination, 
f Dragon, sb. Obs. [ad. mod.L. diagojius, ad. 

: Gr. Ziaywios : see Diagonal.] = Diagonal sb. i; 
[1563 Shute A rckit. D iva, A strike ouerthwarte the 
greate square from corner to corner, that line is named 
; Diagonus.] 1656 Blount Glossogr., Diagott or Diagonal. 
t Bi agon, V. Obs. rare. [£ prec. ; c£ para- 
gon vb.] trans. ? To join by a diagonal line. 

1610 W. Folkingham Art of Survey il y. 55 To Rectifie 
| '■ the Plot : diagone alternate angles. ■ 

Diagonal (dsifSCgonal), a. and sb. .[ad. I.. 
diagdndlis (Vitruvius), £ Gr. Ziaylov-ios from angle 
to angle, £ 8ta across + ycavla angle : see -al 1. z v . 
C£ F. diagonal (1 3th c. in Littre).] 

Jl. adj. 

1. Geom. Extending, as a line, from any angular 


DIAGONAL, 


DIAGKAPH. 


point of a quadrilateral or multilateral figure to an 
opposite or non-adjacent angular point. (Also ap- 
plied to a plane extending from one edge of a solid 
figure to the opposite edge.) Hence gen. Extending 
from one corner of anything to the opposite corner. 

1541 [implied in Diagonally]. 1563 Shute A rckit. C iv a, 
The diagonal! line marked B. 1570 Bili jngsley Euclid xi. 
xxxix. 354 Diagonal! lines drawen from the opposite angles. 
1660 Bloome Archil . Ab, The square crossed with two 
Diagonally lines. 1823 H. J. Brooke Jntrcd . Crystallogr. 
12 The diagonal plane of a solid ..is an imaginary plane 
passing through the diagonal lines of two exterior parallel 
planes. 1859 R. F. Burton Centr.Afr . in Jrnl. Geog. Soc. 
XXIX. 156 Front east to west the diagonal breadth of 
Mgunda Mk’hali is 140 miles. 

2 . More loosely: Having an oblique direction 
like the diagonal of a square or other parallelogram ; 
lying or passing athwart ; inclined at an angle other 
than a right angle (usually about 45 0 ). 

1663 [see 4]. 1796 Instr. «$• Reg, Cavalry (1813) 57 By the 

diagonal march of divisions either to front or rear. 1821 
Craig Led. Drawing vi. 350 A supposed diagonal line from 
the outer corner of each eye. 1831 Lardner Pneumat. iv. 
257 Every change in the position of the surface of the 
mercury , . will be three times as great in the diagonal 
barometer as it would be in the vertical one. 1831 De i.a 
Bechk GeoL Ohs. 61 s Diagonal arrangements of the minor 
parts, .are very common in many sandstones. 1867 Smyth 
Sailor's IV ord-bk., Diagonal braces, knees, planks, etc. are 
such as cross a vessel’s timbers obliquely. 1876 Mathews 
Coinage i'. 7 On some English coins of last century the milling 
is diagonal to the edge. 

3 . Marked with diagonal or oblique lines, or 
having some part placed diagonally or obliquely. 

, Diagonal bellows : a bellows (in an organ) having its sides 
inclined at an angle. Diagonal cloth : a twilled fabric 
haying the ridges diagonal, i.e. running obliquely to the lists. 
Diagonal couching (in needlework) : couching in which the 
stitches form a zig-zag pattern. Diagonal scale : a scale 
marked with equidistant parallel lines crossed at right angles 
by others at smaller intervals (e.g. A of the larger), and 
having one of the larger divisions additionally crossed by 
parallels obliquely placed ; used for measurement of small 
fractions (e.g. hundredths) of the unit of length. 

<2*679 Si r J. Moore Math. (1681) 224 Then taking 1 or 10 
from any line of equal parts or Diagonal Scale, prick it on AD 
six times, 1824 Gill's Techn. Repos. VI. 199 The proposed 
Diagonal Pavement in the streets of London. 1876 Hiles 
Cateck, Organ, viii. (1878) 52 Afterwards diagonal or wedge- 
shaped bellows came into use. 1879 Moseley Naturalist 
on Challenger 473 A wide patch of diagonal ornamentation 
upon the abdomen. 1882 Caulfeild & Savvard Diet. 
Needlework 152 Diagonal couching . . is chiefly employed in 
Church Work. 1883 A. E. Seaton Mar. Engineering 55 
Any engine whose cylinders are not perfectly horizontal may 
..be called Diagonal. 

4 . Comb . , as diagonal-built a. y (a boat or ship) 
having the outer skin consisting of two layers of 
planking making angles of about 45 0 with the keel 
in opposite directions; diagonal-planed a. (see 
quot. 1805-17) ; diagonal-wise adv. *■ Diagon- 
ally. 

1665 Phil. Trans. I. 84 They may make up a Cylinder 
cut Diagonal wise. *805-17 R. J am eson Char. Min. (ed. 3) 
2x2 A crystal is said to be diagonal planed, when it has facets 
..situated obliquely. 1869 R, W. Meade Naval Archit. 
4x6 In diagonal-built boats the skin consists of two layers of 
planking. 

. B. $b. 

1 . Geom. A diagonal line ; a straight line joining 
any two opposite or non-adjacent angles of a recti- 
lineal figure (or of a solid contained by planes). 

[1563 Shute Archit. C ij b, A lyne ouerthvvart from the 
one corner to the other, which line is called Dyagonalis ] 
*571 Digges Pantom. iv. v. V iv, Wherby the diagonal ex- 
ceeded* the side pentagonal, x66z Hobbes Seven Prod. 
Wks. 1845 VII. 62 You pitched upon half the diagonal for 
your foundation. 1827 Hutton Course Math. I. 322 The 
rectangle of the two diagonals of any quadrangle inscribed in 
a circle. 1831 Carlyle Sari. Res. 1. vii. 33 A square Blanket, 
twelve feet in diagonal. 1847 T ennyson Princ. Con cl. 27 
Betwixt them both, to please them both, And yet to give the 
story as it rose, I moved as in a strange diagonal, And may- 
be neither pleased myself nor them. *871 Tyndall Fragm. 
.&./ 18791 1 . iv. 1x5 The short diagonal of the large N icol 
[prism] was in the first instance vertical. 

b. A diagonal ‘line’ or row of tilings arranged 
in a square or other parallelogram (e.g. of squares 
on a chess-board). 

c. A part of any structure, as a beam, plank, etc., 
placed diagonally. 

*837 Goring & Pritchard Micrcgr. 1x2 The light stopped 
by ^ the diagonals of the engiscope. 1853 Sir H. Douglas 
Miht. Bridges 330 The diagonals b c, b' d, having the quality 
of ties. *874 Knight Did. Meek. I. 691 Diagonal , a timber 
bra.ee, knee, plank, truss, etc., crossing a vessel’s timbers 
obliquely. 

2 . = diagonal cloth (see A. 3) : a. a soft ma- 
terial used for embroidery ; b. a black coating for 
men’s wear, 

*86* TJre Cotton Mamtf. fed. 2) II. 259 A fustian, with a 
small cord running in an obliquedirection. .is called diagonal. 
*878 A. Barlow Hist. Weaving Gloss., Diagonals , fancy 
idzenge pattern cloths. *883 Daily News 19 Sept. 6/6 Thin 
meltons, diagonals, and serges. *890 R. Beaumont Colour 
wtt oven Design 268 Diagonals are bu t plainly coloured, 

Diagonariity, rare. [f. prec. + -ity.] The 
quality of being diagonal or having an oblique 
position. 

i8 S9 R ; F. Burton Centr.Afr. in Jrnl. Geog. Soc. XXIX. 
290 I he Katonga nver.. is supposed to fall into the Nyanza 
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..This diagonality may result from the compound incline 
produced by the northern counterslope of the mountains . . 
and the south-eastward depression. 

Bia'gonalize, v. rare. [f. as prec. + -ize.] 
intr. To move in a diagonal. 

2884 Tennyson Becket n. ii, His Holiness, pushed one way 
by the Empire and another by England, if he move at all, 
Heaven stay him, is fain to diagonalise. Herbert. Dia- 
gonalise 1 thou art a word- monger ! Our Thomas never will 
diagonalise. [Cf. Diagonal B. x quot. 1847.] 
Diagonally (dai t se-gonali), adv. [f. as prec. 

+ -LY z.] In a diagonal direction ; so as to extend 
from one angle or corner to the opposite. Also : 
In a slanting direction or position, obliquely. 

1541 R. Copland Guy don's Quest. Ckirurg., Two longe 
wayes that descende fro the kydnees that entre by the sydes 
of the bladder dyagonelly. 1633 Urquhart Rabelais 1 1. 
viii. (1694) I, 29 Six hundred Ells . . of blew Velvet . . dia- 
gonally purled. 1774 Pennant Tour Scotl. in 1772, 23 The 
upper part being set diagonally within tlm lower. 1837 
Goring & Pritchard Microgr. 121 A coarse piece of canvas, 
with the fibres running diagonally. 1855 H. Spencer Princ. 
Psychol. <1870) I. v. ii, 5x8 The diagonally opposite angle. 

t DiagO’nial, a. and sb. Obs. [f. Gr. haywvi- 
0 $ Diagonal + -al. ] ** Diagonal ; also diagonally 
opposite ; fig. diametrically opposed. Hence 
f Diago-nially adv. 

*624 Wotton Archit. (1672) 41 The Diagonial or over- 
thwart Line, from Angle to Angle, of the said Square. 1643 
Milton Divorce 11. iii. (1851) 64 Both diagonial contraries. 
*646 Sir T. Browne Pseud . Epid. ni.v. 115 The shortnesse 
being affixed unto the legs of one side, which might have 
been more tolerably placed upon the thwart or Diagoniall 
movers. Ibid. 190 Which . . stands a thwart or diagonially 
unto the other. x668 H. More Div. Dial. 1. xx. (17x3) 44 
A Quadrate whose Diagonial is commensurate to one of the 
Sides is a plain Contradiction. 1678 Cudworth Intell. Syst. 

I. v. 728 The diameter or diagonial of a square. 

Biagonic (daiag^mik), a. rare. [ad. L. dia- 

gonicus (Vitruvius), a. Gr. haywvucosi see Dia- 
gonal and -ic.] » Diagonal. 

1592 R. D. Hypjierotomachia 7 Meeting together over the 
Diagonike line. 1881 J. Milne in Nature 8 Dec. 126 
This particular earthquake . . might therefore be called a 
transverse or diagonic shock. 

t Bia'gonite. Min. [Named by Breithaupt 
in 1832 from its oblique crystallization.] An ob- 
solete synonym of Brewsterite. 

1844 Dana Min. 325. 

t Bia*gony. Obs. [ad. L. diagonius , Gr. 5m- 
7 luvios Diagonal.] =* Diagonal sb. 

1690 Leybourn Curs. Math. 325 [The Proportion] of the 
Hexaedron’s. .Side to its Basial Diagony. Ibid, 326 Their 
Axes or Diagonies. 

tDia-gorize, v. Obs. rare- 1 , [f. Gr. 5ta 
through -i- dyopa public assembly, forum, market- 
place + -ize.] tram. To proclaim in the market- 
place. 

1633 T. Adams Exp. and Peter iii. 4. 1*74 Let their pains 
.. be employed in weeding up those Diagoriz’d opinions. 

Diagram (doragrsem), sb. [a. F, diagrammed 
or ad. L. diagramma, Gr. Stay pay pa that which is 
marked out by lines, a geometrical figure, written 
list, register, the gamut or scale in music, f. haypd- 
f*iv to mark out by lines, draw, draw out, write 
in a register, f. 5ia- through + ypatfmv to write.] 

1. Geom. A figure composed of lines, serving to 
illustrate a definition or statement, or to aid in the 
proof of a proposition. 

Polar diagram : a spherical polygon, i. e. one traced on 
the surface of a sphere, Whose sides are arcs joining the 
poles of the sides of a given spherical polygon. 

1645 N. Stone Bnckir. Fortif. 68 The Diagram on the 
Table directs for the making of it thus. Ibid. 74 Diagram, 
a word used by the Mathematicks for any thing that is 
demonstrated by lines. 1734 Berkeley Analyst § 50 The 
diagrams in a geometrical demonstration. *879 Thomson 
& Tait N at. Phil. 1 . 1. § *34 Another closed or open polygon, 
constituting what is called the polar diagram to the given 
polygon. 

2. An illustrative figure which, without repre- 
senting the exact appearance of an object, gives 
an outline or general scheme of it, so as to exhibit 
the shape and relations of its various parts. 

Hence applied to such different designs as a map of the 
heavens, a delineation of a crystal, a representation of micro- 
scopic forms, etc. # Floral diagram (Bot.) : a linear drawing 
showing the position and number of the parts of a flower as 
seen on a transverse section. 

1619 Bainbridge Descr. Late Comet 16, I must entreat 
you to examine this following diagram. 1633 H. Carpenter 
Geog. Del. 1. v. in To set downe in a Diagram both the 
number and order of all the heaueriy Orbs. 1727 Bradley 
Fam.Dut.' s. v. Building^ If the Workman be well skill’d 
in perspective more than one face may be represented in one 
D iagram, scenographically. 183* Brewster Newton 1 1 S55) 

II. xxii. 304 A scroll, on which is drawn a remarkable 
diagram relative to the solar system. 1855 Thackeray 
Newcomes I. xvii. 165 Illustrated by diagrams the interview 
which he had with that professor, c i860 Faraday Forces 
Nat. 173, I have shown in this diagram . . the rays of a I 
candle. 1873 Bennett & Dyer Sachs' Bot. 11. v. 524 Dia- 
gram of the flower of Liliaceae. 

transf i860 Emerson Cond. Life, Consid. Wks. (Bohn) 
II. 420 We learn geology the morning after the earthquake 
on ghastly diagrams of cloven mountains. 1876 Geo. Eliot 
Dan. Der. III. xliL 226 Turning himself into a sort of 
diagram instead of a growth. 

8 . A set of lines, murks, or tracings which repre- 
sent symbolically the course or results of any 


action or process, or the variations which charac- 
terize it ; e. g. the intensity of action or quality, 
the rise and fall of temperature or pressure, of the 
death-rate, rate of emigration, rate of exchange, 
the derivation and mutual relation of languages, 
etc. b. A delineation used to symbolize related 
abstract propositions or mental processes. 

Often with defining word prefixed, as indicator-diagram 
(in the steam-engine), acceleration- force-, velocity-dia- 
gram . 

1839 R. S. Robinson Naut. Steam Eng. 157 The diagram 

points out that the steam port was now closed. 1876 Daily 
News 30 Sept. 2/2 Five successive shots .. within a few feet 
of each other .. In small-arm parlance, the gun has made 
a wonderfully ‘good diagram \ 1885 Watson & Burbury 

Math. Th. Electr. Magn. I. 242 We may represent the 
thermoelectric powers of different metals at different tem- 
peratures by a diagram. 1893 Mint© Logic 1. 1. ii. 64 The 
relations between the terms in the four forms are represented 
by simple diagrams known as Euler’s circles. 

f 4. After Greek usage : A list, register, or enu- 
meration; a detailed inscription; also, ‘the title 
of a booke’ (Cockeram 1623 ). Obs. 

1631 Weever A no. Fun. Mon. 8 An Epitaph is. .an astrict 
pithie Diagram, wriv.. vpon the tombe ..declaring .. the 
name, the age.. and time of the death of the person therein 
interred. . 1662 Stillingfl. Grig. Sacr, hi. iv. §9 In only 
one Family . . he makes a Diagramme consisting of almost 
an innumerable company of men. 

T 5. Mits. A musical scale, a gamut. Obs. 

3656 Blount Glossogr., Diagram.. in Musick is called a 
proportion of measures distinguished by certain notes. 1727- 
51 Chambf.rs Cycl. s v., Guido Aretine improved this scale, 
or diagram, very greatly. 

Bragram, V. rare. [f. prec. sb.] irons. To 
represent by a diagram, make a diagram of. Hence 
Di’agramed j)pl. a Diagraming vbl. sb. 

1840 Carlyle Heroes i. (1872/23 They are matters which 
refuse to be theoremed and diagramed. 1880 New Eng. 
Jrnl. Educ. 20 May 327/3 The specimens of diagraming 
sent us. 1884 Health Exkib. Catal. 144/1 Diagrammed 
results of experiments. _ 1884 F. V. Irish Gram . or Anal, by 
Diagram Pref. ^3 To diagram a few easy sentences. 

Diagram!© (dsiagraemiik), a. rare. [f. prec. 
sb. + -ic.] Of the nature of a diagram ; diagram- 
matic. Hence Diagra mically adv. } in the manner 
of a diagram. 

1839 Tait's Mag. VI. 701 Referring our readers now to 
the diagramic wood-cuts. 1885 Philad. Times *8 Apr. 
(Cent. Diet.), The folds of her skirts hanging diagramically 
and stiffly. 

Diagrammatic (dobagramartik), a. [f. Gr. 
hiaypajiyctT- stem of hay pay pa DIAGRAM - + -10, after 
Gr. ypayyarutos.'] Having the form or nature of 
a diagram ; of or pertaining to diagrams. 

1853 Sir W. Hamilton Discuss, (ed. 21 App. ii, 667 Aris- 
totle undoubtedly had in his eye, when he discriminates the 
syllogistic terms, a certain diagrammatic contrast of the 
figures. Ibid. 67 1 note , The several diagrammatic figures 
are also each in a different position. 1854 J. Scoffern in 
Orr’s Circ. Sc. Chem. 305 The appended diagrammatic 
scheme. i8Sz H. Spencer First Princ. Ii. x. § 87 (1875) 
268 Diagrammatic representations of births, marriages, and 
deaths. 1873 Geikik Gt. Ice Age xviii. 242 Diagrammatic 
view of drift deposits of the basin of the Forth. 1884 Bower 

Scott De Barfs Phaner. 522 This arrangement appears 
with quite diagrammatic regularity in . . bast. 

Diagrammatical, a. [See ~al.] =prec. 

1880 Sat. Rev. 15 May 637 In a diagrammatical form. 

Diagramma-tically, adv. [f. prec. + -ly 2 .] 
In the form of a diagram; with diagrammatic 
representation. 

*853 Sir W. Hamilton Discuss, (ed. 2) App. ii. 671 note, 
For the first syllogistic figure, the terms, without authority 
from Aristotle,, are diagrammatically placed upon a level. 
1875 Croll Climate ty T. xix. 313 The variations of eccen- 
tricity^ . . are represented to the eye diagrammatically in 
Plate iv. 1881 F. O. Bower in Jrnl. Micrasc. Sc. 15 Jan., 
The tissues of the root cap are more diagrammatically 
arranged. 

Diagrammatize (cbiagrse’matoiz), v. [f. Gr. 

hay pay par- stem of hay pay pa DIAGRAM + -IZE ; cf. 
Gr. hay pay yifav.'] trans. To put into the form 
of a diagram ; to exhibit in a diagram. 

1884 W. James in Mind Jan. 18 It can be diagrammatised 
as continuous with all the other segments of the subjective 
stream. *893 Athenaeum 2 Dec. 773/3 There is not a single 
of a section ; they have all been diagrammatized, 

Diagr ammeter (daiagrae'mitGi). [f. Dia- 
gram sb. + -METER.] (See quot) 

1876 Catal, Set. App. S. Kens. § 270 Holt’s Biagrammeter, 
This instrument is specially made for measuring the ordi- 
nates of indicator-diagrams .. and is used much after the 
manner of a parallel rule. 

Diagrapll (doi-agraf), [f, Gr, diaypa^rj 
diagram, description, etc. f. ha- through + ypa<p~j 
writing : cf. med.L. diagraphum ‘ descriptio census * 
(Du Cange).] 

1 1* A description. Obs. 

1727 in Bailey vol. II. 

2. = Diagram 3 b. rare. 

1853 Sir W. Hamilton Discuss. App. ii. (ed. 2) 671 note. 
W hat is indeed noticed and acknowledged . . as a variation 
from Aristotle’s diagraph*. . the Major Term is not, in any 
way placed nearer to » and * further from the Middle,’ for 
the Second and Third Figures. 

Diagraph (doi-agraf), sb* [a. F. diagr af he, 
f. stem of Gr. 8taypd<p-eiv to mark out by lines, 
draw; cf. Diagram.] 
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1. An instrument used for drawing mechanically 
projections of objects, enlarged copies of maps, etc. ; 
it consists of a pencil governed by cords and 
pulleys, and guided by the application of a pointer 
to the object to be copied. 

1847 Craig, Diagraph , a certain instrument used in per- 
spective drawing, invented, by M. Gavard, Paris. 185s 
Exhib. Catal. III. 1187 Diagraphs and pantographs, for 
copying maps. 1878 Bartley tr. Topiuards Ant hr op. n. 
iii. 269 The diagraph of Gavard. Note. Instrument by the 
help of which drawings [of the skull] by projection are 
obtained. 

2 . A combined protractor and scale used in 
plotting. 

Di*agrapli, v. rare . [f. Gr. dcaypacpctv : see 
next.] trans . To represent diagrammatically ; = 
Diagram v. 

1889 J. M. Robertson Ess. Crit . . Method 54 A set of 
formulas supposed to describe or diagraph the dramatic 
practice of Shakspere. 

Diagraphic (daiagrae-fHO, a. [f. Gr. Bia- 
ypap-€iv to mark out by lines, hay pa<prj marking 
out by lines, geometrical figure, diagram + -10, after 
Gr. 7 pacpifcSs.] Of or pertaining to drawing or 
graphic representation. Hence also Diagra-pMcal 
a. Otis., in same sense. Diagfra-phics, the art of 
drawing. 

[1601 Holland Pliny II. 537 The art DIagraphice, that is 
to say, the skill to draw and paint in box-tables.] 1623 
Cockeram, Diagraffical art, the art of painting, or earning. 
1656 Blount Glossogr., Diagraphick A rt , the art of paint- 
ing or graving. 1801 Fuseli in Lect. Paint, i, (1848) 333 
The diagraphic process .. is the very same with the linear 
one we have described. 

|| Diagrydium. Pharm . Also 5 -gredie, 7 
-gredrum. [L. diagrydium (Cselius Aurelianus 
? 5th c.), according to Littre a corruption, through 
association with names of drugs in dia-, of Gr. 
Ba/cpvhov ( a kind of scammony’, dim. of Batcpv 
tear, drop. In F. diagrtde.] An old name for 
a preparation of scammony, used in pharmacy. 

1436 Pol. Poems (Rolls) II. 173 Wee shulde have no nede 
to skamonye, Turbit, euforbe, correcte, diagredie. a 1600 
Customs Duties (Brit. Mus. Add. MS. No. 25697), Digre- 
dum, thepounde. vis. viij d. 1625 Hart A nat. Ur. n. xi. 
127 Mingled with . . powder of Diagridium. 1651 Biggs 
New Disp. F 106 They hide Scammony under the name of 
diagredium. 1741 Compl. Fain. Piece 1. i. 66 Take . . Dia- 
gridium and Tartar-Vitriolate a Dram. 1825 Brande Man. 
Pharmacy 157 In some old Pharmacopoeia .. methods of 
correcting the acrimony of scammony are described, and to 
such preparations they gave the name of diagridia. 

Hence Diagrydiate a., made with diagrydium. 
Also as sb . : see quots. 

1657 Phys. Did , Diagridiates , medicines that have scam- 
mony or diagridium in their composition. 1684 tr. Bonet's 
Merc . Compit. ill. 99 With diagrydiate Purges, a 1734 
Floyer (J.t, All cholerick humours ought to be evacuated 
by diagrydiates. 1755 Johnson, Diagrydiates , strong pur- 
gatives made with diagrydium. 

Dialieliotropic (daiaihzdwtr^pik), a. Bot. 
[f. Gr. Sid across + ijXtos sun + TpomfcCs pertaining 
to turning.] Growing or moving transversely to 
the direction of incident light ; of or pertaining to 
diaheliotropism. 

1880 F. Darwin in Nature No. 582. 179 A diaheliotropic 
organ has an inherent tendency to place itself at right angles 
to the direction of the light. 1880 C. & F. Darwin Movem. 
PL 441 Diaheliotropic movements. 

Diaheliotropism (d9ia,hzli,£rtmpiz’m). Bot. 
[f. as prec. : see -ism.] A tendency in leaves and 
organs of plants to grow transversely to the direc- 
tion of incident light. 

1880 C. & F. Darwin Movent. PI. 5 Diaheliotropism may 
express a position more or less transverse to the light and 
induced by it. 1882 F. Darwin in Nature 27 Apr. 600 The 
power, .called Transversal Heliotropismus by A. B. Frank, 
we have called diaheliotropism. 

Diahydric, a. [f. Dia- 1 + Gr. vSoop water + -tc.] 
1883 Syd, Soc. Lex., Diahydric through water; a term 
applied by C. J. Williams to the percussion note obtained 
from an organ separated from the parietes by a layer of fluid. 

Dial (dsral), sb . 1 Also 5 dyale, dyel, 5-7 
dyal(l, diall. [Presumably a derivative of L. dies 
a day, through a med.L. adj. didl-is daily (repr. 
in Du Cange by didle - diurndle * as much land as 
could be ploughed in a day *, and didliter adv. 
daily.) Outside Eng., however, dial is known only 
from a single OF. instance in Froissart, in which 
the dyal in clockwork is said to be ‘ the daily wheel 
{roe journal \ which makes a revolution once in a 
day, even as the sun makes a single turn round the 
earth in a natural day’. This would answer to 
a med.L. rota dialis : the transition from ‘ diurnal 
wheel ’ to ‘ diurnal circle ’ is easy. But more evi- 
dence is wanted.] 

1 . An instrument serving to tell the hour of the 
day, by means of the sun’s shadow upon a gra- 
duated surface ; a Sun-dial. 

1430 Lydg. citron. Troy 1. v, For by the dyal the hour 
they gan to marke. 4*2440 Promp. Parv. 120 Dyale, or 
dyel or an horlege (dial or diholf of an horlage). 1530 
Palsgr. 213/2 Diall to knowe the houres by the course of 
the sonne, quadrant. 1535 Coverdale 2 Kings xx. n The 
shadowe wente backe ten degrees in Achas Dyall. 1552 


Huloet, Dial! set vpon a chymney or wall to knowe what j 
is a clocke by the sunne, sciotericon . 1593 Shaks. 3 Hen. 
VI , 11. v. 24 To carue out Dialis queintly, point by point, 
Thereby to see the Minutes how they runne. 1647 Ward 
Simp. Cobler 39 Where clocks will stand, and Dials have no j 
light. 1719 Young Busiris v. i, How, like the dial's tardy- 
moving shade, Day after day slides from us unperceiv’d. 
2720 Gay Poems (1745) I. 151 Here to sev’n streets sev’n 
dials count the day. $799 Vince AstronSxs. (1810) 56 A clock 
or watch may. .be regulated by a good dial. 1878 B. Taylor 
Deukalion 1. vi. 50 The Hour shall miss its place, And the 
shadow recede on the dial’s face. 

b. fig. 1513 Douglas AEncis 1. Prol. 347 Venerable 
Chaucer. .Hevinlie trumpat, horleige and reguleir . .condit, 
and diall. 1854 J. Forbes four Mt . Blanc Introd. 11 The 
stately march of the glacier is yet a stage more slow, months 
and even years are but the units of division of its dial. 

2. With qualifying words descriptive of the various 
forms of the sun-dial : e.g. declining , horizontal , 
primary, reflecting , universal \ vertical (etc.) dial. 

2688 R. Holme Armoury in. 373/1 Pendant Dials which 
are hung by the hand . . commonly called Equinoctial or 
Universal Dials, are most used by Sea-Men and Travellers 
that oft shift Latitudes. 1706 Phillips (ed. Kersey), Erect 
declining Dials , Dials whose Planes are not directly opposite 
to any of the Four Cardinal Points, but decline from the 
Meridian or prime Vertical Circle. 1782 Archeeologia VI. 
143 Vitruvius says they had horizontal, vertical, and declin- 
ing dials. 1829 P. Nicholson Architect. Did. I. 332 De- 
inclining Dials, such as both decline and incline, or recline. 

b. With various qualifying words, as night- or 
noctui’nal dial (= Moon-dial), Ring-dial, Sun- 
dial. 

1605 Camden Rem. 165 Which bare a Sunne-diall and. the 
Sun setting. 1667 Phil. Trans. II. 435 A large Ring-Dial . . 
having a Box with a Compass or Needle. 1727-53 Chambers 
Cycl., Moon-Dial or Lunar Dial, is that which shews the 
hour of the night by means of the light, or shadow, of the 
moon. Ibid., Nocturnal or Night-Dial, is that which shews 
the hours of the night. 1820 W. Irving Sketch Bk. I. 66 
The neighbours could tell the hour by his movements as 
accurately as by a sun dial. 

f 3. A timepiece or chronometer of any kind ; 
a clock or watch. Obs. Also with qualifying words 
as W ATER-DIAL, etc. 

1553 Huloet, Diall, clepsydra, horologium. 2580 Baret 
A Iv. D 651 A diall measuring houres by running of the water 
..clepsydra. 1585 T. Washington tr. Nicholay's Voy. i. 
xvii. 19 b, The Ambassadour sent his presents . . one small 
clocke or dyall. 1600 Shaics. A. Y. L. in vii. 20 And then 
he drew a diall from his poake, And . . Sayes, very wisely, it 
is ten a clocke. 16 11 Cotgr Horlage cteau, a Clepsydra, 
or water Dyall. 1660 Boyle New Exp. Phys. Mech. xli. 
329 One of those accurate Dyals that go with a Pendulum. 
2662 Gerbier Princ. 40 Motions, .no more to be discovered, 
than that of the Hand of a Diall. 1676 North's Plutarch 
765 note. Like a water Diall or Clepsydra. 

b . fig. 3556 J. Jones [title), The Dial of Agues. 2557 
North (title), Gueuara’s Diall of Princes. 2582 Bentley 
Mon. Mat rones Pref. B j b, A delectable diall for to direct 
you to true deuotion. c 1600 in C. B. Markham Fighting 
Veres (1888) 345 He was the very dial of the army, by which 
we knew when we should fight. 

4. The face of a clock or watch ; the surface 
which bears the graduations and figures marking 
the hours, etc. Cf. Dial-plate. 

1575 Laneham Let. { 2871) 54 Too Dyallz ny vnto the 
battilments ar set aloft vpon too of the sidez of Cezarz 
toour . . to sheaw the oourz too the tooun and cuntree. 
1632 Sherwood s. v. Dial, The hand of a clock-dyall, la 
monstre dun Horloge. 1747 Gent . Mag. 224 Varnished, 
and silvered in all respects as a clock-dial. 2750 Johnson 
Rambler No. 42 P 8, I walk in the great hall and watch the 
minute hand upon the dial. 1823 P. Nicholson Pract. 
Build. 569 The part where the dials of the clock are placed 
is of an octagonal form. 1884 F. J. Britten Watch 4* 
Clockm. 85 Sir Edmund Beckett advocates a concave form 
for the dials of public clocks. 

b. fig. 4*2680 Butler Rem. (1759) II. 214 The Face is 
the Dial of the Mind. 
f 5. A mariner’s compass. Obs. 

1523 Fitzherb. Sure. xx. 38 It is necessarie that he haue 
a Dyall with hym for els . . he shall nat haue perfyte lcnow- 
lege whiche is Eest West Northe and Southe. 2559 W. 
Cunningham Cosmogr. Glasse 85 Whan the nedle standeth 
stedfastlye in the right Line wythin the Diall, it dothe as 
it were poynte directTye North and South. 2591 Sylvester 
Du Bartas 1. iii. 986 For first inuenting of the Sea-man’s 
Diall. 1600 J . Pory tr. Leo's Africa 1. 34 Cabo das Agulhas, 
or the cape of Needles, because there the needles of dialles 
touched with the loadstone, stand directly North. 2642 
Rogers Naaman 830 The needle of the Diall set just on 
the North point . . shakes not. 

b. Mining. A miners compass for underground 
surveying. 

1669 E. Montagu tr. Barba's Metals , etc. (1740) 286 
Having provided yourself of a Dial in a square Box. _ 1778 
W. Pryce Min. Cornub. 207 Apply the side of the dial to 
the string, and take the degree the needle stands on. 2875 
Ure Diet. Arts II. 18 The compass used in underground 
surveying is called a miner’s dial, and is essentially the same 
instrument as the circumferentor used by the land-surveyor. 

6. An external plate or face on which revolutions, 
pressure, etc. are indicated by an index-finger or 
otherwise, as in a gas-meter, telegraphic instru- 
ment, steam or water-gauge, etc. 

1747 Gentl. Mag. 223 Move one tooth every revolution of 
the wheel, thereby discovering the true distance of places 
by the index on the dial. 2842 Penny Cycl. XXIV. 254/r 
For communication . . this object may be effected by a me- 
chanical connection, by chains or wires, between two dials 
with revolving indexes or pointers. 1875 U re Did. A rts 
II. 233 Let us now turn to the face of the instrument. Here 
we have a dial and an index, which is on the same axis as 
the magnetised needle. 


b. With qualifying words, as tide-, wind-dial. 
2792 A rckeeologia X. 174 This machine of Varro's may b« 
considered as the first wind-dial at Rome* 
e. slang. The human face. 

2821 in Lexicon Balatronicum. 1889 Bird 0* Freedom 
7 Aug. 3 (Farmer) An absinthe tumbler which caught him 
a nasty crack across the dial. 

7 . A lapidary’s instrument for holding a gem 
while exposed to the wheel. 

It has markers indicating degrees in adjustment, so as 
to portion out the circumference of the stone in facets. 

2875 Ure Did. Arts III. 42 An important instrument 
called a dial, which serves to hold the stone during the 
cutting and polishing. 

8. attrib. and Comb. a. General, as dial-foot , 
-hand, -motto, -stone, -telegraph, dial-maker, -work. 

2884 F. J. Britten Watch <$* Clockm. 87 In common 
watches pins falling out of the *dial feet is a fruitful source 
of trouble. 4:2600 Shaks. Sonn. civ, Yet doth beauty, like 
a *dial-hand, Steal from his figure and no pace perceived. 
1599 Minsheu Sp. Did., Relogero..SL *diall-maker. 2875 
Lanier Poems, Symphony 157 Each *dial-marked leaf and 
flower-bell. 2822 Lamb Elia, Decay of Beggars, The stand- 
ing *diai-mottos. 1886 Worm ell tr. Von Urbanitzky's Electr. 
in Sera. Man (1890) 804 Of ABC systems where a battery 
is employed to furnish the current, Breguet’s *Dial Tele- 
graph is a good example. 2874 Knight Diet. Mech . , * Dial- 
work (Horology), the motion work between the dial and 
movement plate of a watch. 

b. Special comb., as dial-less a., without a dial, 
having no dial ; dial-like a., like a dial ; dial- 
lock, a lock furnished with dials, having hands or 
pointers, which must be set in a determinate way 
before the bolt will move; dial-moth, Tortrix 
gnomana (Samouelle, Entomol. Compend. 1819) ; 
dial-piece = Dial-plate ; dial-plane, the flat- 
surface of a sun-dial ; dial-ring, a finger-ring in 
the form of a ring-dial; dial- wheel (in a watch), 
one of the wheels placed between the dial and 
pillar-plate ; dial-writer, a type- writer with 
a dial. Also Dial-plate. 

2865 Athenaeum 8 July 49 The tower remained *dial-less 
as before. 1851 Mayne Reid Scalp-Hunt. i. 10 Where the 
helianthus turns her *dial-like face to the sun. 2659 D. Pell 
Improv. Sea To Rdr., Upon a *Dial-peeceofa Clock in the 
Colledge Church of Glocester. 1690 Leybourn Curs. Math. 
699 The number of *Dial Plains are 25. 1703 Moxon Mech. 
Mxerc. 310 A Dyal Plane is that Flat whereon a Dyal is 
intended to be projected. 1868 Chambers * Encycl. III. 
531/1 A dial consists of two parts— the stile or gnomon . .and 
the dial-plane. 2877 W. Jones Finger-ring 453 A *dial-ring 
consisting of two concentric rings moving one within the 
other. 1737-51 Chambers Cycl. s.v. Watch-work, The *dial- 
wheel . . serves to carry the hand. 1883 Pall Mall G. S May 
6/2 The last thing in type-writers, called a * *dial writer 
Bral, sbJ A name given in commerce to a su- 
perior kind of Kauri gum of a clear pale colour. 

2893 Times 14 July 4/4 Gums, Kowrie .. Dial— pale yel- 
lowish, ^n. 

Dial (doi-al), v. [f. Dial sb. 1 } 

1 . trans. fig. To measure as with a dial ; to in 
dicate the degree of. 

1821 Campbell in New Monthly Mag. I. 10 Experienced 
sensibility is like the gnomon. It measures the altitude 
and dials the light of inspiration. 1839 Bailey Festus (iBsz) 
201 To teach us how to dial bliss.. <2: 2854 Talfourd (Web- 
ster), Hours of that true time which is dialled in heaven. 

2 . To survey or lay out with the aid of a dial or 
miner’s or surveyor’s compass. 

1653 Manlove Lead Mines 164 To make inquiry, and to 
view the Rake, To plum and dyal. 2747 H 00 son Miner s 
D id . s. v. Boring, Having exactly dialed it, to the place 
where you would have your Shaft to come through, and 
laid it out at the Day upon the Surface. 1778 W. Pryce 
Min. Cortiub. 203 Most of our Mines and Adits were dialled 
for in this manner. 1853 Jrnl. R. Agric. Soc. XIV. 1. 153 
To cut the gutters with the plough used by him after being 
dialled out. 

3 . To mark as the plate of a dial. 

1827 [see Dialled ppl. a.]. 

Dialatik, obs. f. Dialectic 
Bial-bird. [ad. Hindi dahiydl or dahel, the 
native name in Upper India.] An Indian bird 
( Copsichus sate laris), also called Magpie-robin; 
hence sometimes extended to the genus Copsichus. 

2738 E. Albin Nat. Hist. Birds III. 17 These Birds were 
brought from Bengali in the year 2734, and are called by 
the Natives the Dial-Bird. 2813 Smellie & Wood Bnfibn's 
Nat. Hist. XI. 261 The East India bird which the English 
that visit the coasts of Bengal term the Dial-bird. 1859 
Tennent Ceylon II. yii. vii. 254 The songster that first 
pours forth his salutation to the morning is the dial-bird. 

Dialdane (daijserid^n). Chem. [f. Di- 2 + 
Ald(ol + -ane.] * A compound, C 8 H 14 O z , formed 
by the condensation of two molecules of aldol, with 
elimination of one molecule of water’. Hence 
Dialda nic a. in dialdanic acid. 

1879 Watts Diet. Chem. 3rd Suppl. 631. 

Bialect (daraiekt). [a. F. dialecte (16th c. in 
Hatz.-Darm.), or ad. L. dialectus , Gr. hiakeKTos dis- 
course, conversation, way of speaking, language of 
a country or district, f. BiaXtytoQai to discourse, 
converse, f. 5 ta- through, across + \ 4 yecv to speak.] 
1 . Manner of speaking, language, speech ; esp. a 
manner of speech peculiar to, or characteristic of, 
a particular person or class ; phraseology, idiom. 

1579 E. K. Ded. to Spenser 1 s Sheplt. Cal., Neither. . must. . 
the common Dialect and manner of speaking [be] so corrupted 
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thereby, '' that [etc.]'. ' ■ x$99 Nashe Lenten Stuff* (1599) 
41 By corruption of speech they false dialect and misse- 
sound it. 1638 Penit. Cm/, vii. (1657) 19 1 Such a dialect 
which neither Men nor Angels understand. 1663 Butler 
Hud. I., i. 93 A Babylonish Dialect, Which learned Pedants 
an uch affect. 2740 J. Clarke Educ. Youth (ed. 3) 172 The 
Lawyer’s Dialect would be too hard for him. 1803 Foster 
Ess. iv. iv. 163 Naturalized into the theological dialect by 
time and use. 183s Carlyle Sart. Res. m, vii (1858) 155 
E no west thou no Prophet, event in the vesture, environment, 
and dialect of this age? 1857 H. Reei> Le&t. Eng. Poets 
iii. 87 They lay aside the learned dialect and reveal the 
unknown powers of common speech. 

Jig. 1603 Shaks. Mem. for M. l it. 188 In her youth 
There is a prone and speechlesse dialect, Such as moue 
men. i860 Emerson Cond. Life, Behaviour Wks. (Bohn) 

II. 384 The ocular dialect needs no dictionary. 

. 2 . One of the subordinate forms or varieties of a 
language arising from local peculiarities of vocabu- 
lary, pronunciation, and idiom. (In relation to 
modern languages usually spec. A variety of speech 
differing from the standard or literary * language* ; 
a provincial method of speech, as in ‘ speakers of 
dialect ’.) Also in a wider sense applied 1 to a par- 
ticular language in its relation to the family of 
languages to which it belongs. 

1577 Hanmeh Anc. Eccles. Hist. 70 Certaine Hebrue 
dialectes. 16x4 Raleigh Hist. World n. 496 The like 
changes are very familiar in the Aeolic Dialect. 1635 
Pagitt Christianogr. 73 The Siavou tongue is of great 
extent : of it there be many Dialects, as the Russe, the 
Polish, the Boliemick, the Illyrian . . anci others. 1716 Land. 
Gaz. No. 5497/1 He made a Speech .. which was answered 
by the Doge in the Genoese Dialect.. 1794 S. Williams 
Vermont 200 A language^ may be separated into several 
dialects in a few generations. 1841 Elph instone Hist. 
Ind. 1. iv. 203 Pali, or the local dialect of Maghada, one of 
the ancient kingdoms on the Ganges. 1847 Halliwell 
Bid. Eng. Dialects (1878) 17 The Durham dialect is the 
same as that spoken in Northumberland 1873 Hale In 
His Name mil 71 That dialect of rustic Latin which was 
already passing into Italian. 

b. attrib ., as dialect speech, speaker, poems, speci- 
mens. ■ " ■ '■ 

t 3 . = Dialectic sbf 1. Oh. 

1551 T, Wilson Logike (1580) 2 b, Logike otherwise called 
Dialecte (for thei are bothe one) is an Arte to trie the come 
from the chaffe. 1677 Gale Crt. Gentiles II. iv. 223 We 
may draw forth the force of this Platonic Argument, in 
Plato's own dialect thus. 1691 Wood At It. Oxon. I. 395 He 
had a Tutor to teach him Grammar, and another Dialect. 
jSp* J* F ryer Acc . E. Ind . # P. 362 [They! teach Aristotle’s 
Dialect, and the Four Figures of Syllogism. 

attrib. 1761 Sterne Tr. Shandy IVT 35 The learned . . 
busy in pumping her LTruth] up thro 1 the conduits of dialect 
induction. 

[Dialect, v. : see List of Spurious Words. J 
Dialectal (daiale'ktaf),, a. [f. prec. + -A L : 
cf. mod.F. dialectal.} Belonging to or of the nature 
of a dialect. 

1831 For. Q. Rev. YII. 380 We cannot consider them mere 
dialectal variations. 1834 H. O’Brien Round Tamers Irel. 

1 21 It was a mere dialectal distinction, appertaining to the 
court-language, .of the times. 1873 A. J. Ellis President's 
Address in Trans. Philol. Sec. 208 Their historical relations 
[are] considered, and their dialectal differences explained. 
x83o jf.' E. C. Welldon in Academy 24 July 58 Dialectal 
peculiarities might still creep into the Homeric text. 1883 
Ibid. 29 Aug.^ 134/2 August Corrodi’s dialectal poetry is re- 
markable for its humour and naturalness. 

Hence Dialectality, dialectal quality. 

1864 Furnivall in Reader 22 Oct. 514/2 The dialectality 
or provinciality of the prefixed A 
Bialextally, adv. [f. prec.+-LY 2.] a. In 
a dialectal manner; in dialect b. = Dialecti- 
cally 1. 

1840 G. S. Faber Regeneration 391 The two have no dia- 
lectally necessary connection. ■. 1890 F. .Hall in Nation 
(N. Y.)L. 316/3 An archaism still existent dialectafiy. 
Di*alected, a.nonce~wd. [see -ed A] (In 
combi) Having or speaking a (specified) dialect. 

1836 E. Howard R. Reefer. H The cockney-dialected 
Josh. ■ (T 

Dialectic (doiale-ktik), sb.i Forms: 4<JiaIatik, 
5 (dlaliticus), dialetike, -yk, dyaletyque, 6 
dialectik(e, 6-7 -iqiie, 7-9 -ick, 7- -ic. [a. OF. 
dialectique , -etique (12th c. in Hatz.-Darm.), ad. L. 
dlalectica fern, sing., ad. Gr. 7) (sc. 

t ix vr l) the dialectic art, the art of discussion or 
debate, fern. sing, of fkaXctcruebs adj. : see next. 
The L. dialectica was also treated as a neuter 
pi., whence the later Eng. dialectics ,] 

1 . The art of critical examination into the truth 
of an opinion ; the investigation of truth by dis- 
cussion : in earlier English use, a synonym of Logic 
as applied to formal rhetorical reasoning ; logical 
argumentation or disputation. 

Originally, the art of reasoning or disputation by question 
and answer, ‘Invented according to Aristotle, by Zeno of 
Elea, and scientifically developed by PktO, by whom the 
term. StaAe»crueV) was used in two senses, (a) the art of defini- 
don or discrimination of * ideas (b) the. science which views 
rhe inter-relation of the ideas in the fight of a single prin- 
ciple/ the good ’ ; corresponding broadly to logic and meta- 
physic. By Aristotle the term was confined to the method 
of probable reasoning, as opposed to, the demonstrative 
method of science. With the Stoics, rhetoric and dialectic 
formed the two branches of AovocrJ, logic, in their application 
of the term ; and down through the Middle Ages dialectica 
was the regular name of what is now called ‘logic’, in 
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which sense accordingly dialectic and dialectics were first 
used in English. * . • 

238a W yclif Bible Pref. Ep. Jerome 68 Job. .determyneth 
alle the lawes of dialatik, in proposicoun, assumpeoun, etc. 
[a 1400-50 A texemder 1583 (Ashm. MS.) Prestis of 'pe lawe, 
Of dialiticus \y.r.. dialeticus], and decre, doctours ofaythir.} 
c 1440 Capgrave Life St Katk. 1. 372 Sche lerned {?au pe 
liberal! artes semen.. The thyrde sciens call j>ei dialetyk.. 
pe trewth fro j?e falshed pat techeth for to know. 2482 
Caxton Myrr. l viii 34 The secoude science is logyke 
whiche is called dyaletyqne. 1586 T. B. La Primaud. 
Fr. Acad. 72 Dialectike or Logike, which is to learn the 
truth of al things bv disputation. 1656 Stanley Hist. 
Philos, v. (1701) 174/2 Dialectick is the Art of Discourse, 
whereby we confirm or confute any thing by Questions and 
Answers of the Disputants. 2865 Grote Plato I. ii. 96 Zeno 
stands announced as the inventor of dialectic . . the art of 
cross-examination and refutation. 2874 W, Wallace Logic 
of Hegel vi. 127 The Platonic philosophy first gave the free 
scientific, and thus, at the same time the objective, forrn to 
Dialectic. 188a Farrar Early Ckr. II. 22 He has nothing 
of the Pauline method of dialectic. 2889 Courtney Mill 27 
The Platonic ideal of Dialectic.. the giving and receiving of 
reasons. 

b. Also in pi. form Dialectics (cf. mathematics). 
1641 Milton Anintadv. 1.(1851) 192 Bishop Downam in his 
Dialecticks will tell you [etc.]. 1781 Gibbon Decl. $ F. III. 
Iii. 263 The human faculties are fortified by the art and 
practice of dialectics. 1796 Bp. Watson Apol. Bible 224 
You will pardon my unskilfulness in dialectics. 2853 Mars- 
den Early Purit. 336 The dialectics of those times afford no 
specimens of reasoning more acute than the examinations of 
the martyrs. 1873 Dixon Two Queens III. xiv. viii. 112 If 
Henry wearied of dialectics. 

2 . In modern Philosophy : Specifically applied 
by Kant to the criticism which shows the mutually 
contradictory character of the principles of science, 
when they are employed to determine objects 
beyond the limits of experience (i.e. the soul, the 
world, God) j by Hegel (who denies that such 
contradictions are ultimately irreconcilable) the 
term is applied (a.) to the process of thought by 
which such contradictions are seen to merge them- 
selves in a higher truth that comprehends them ; 
and (b-.) to the world-process, which, being in his 
view but the thought-process on its objective side, 
develops similarly by a continuous unification of 
opposites. 

1798 WiLLiCH Elan. Critical Philos. 65, 3. Of the divi- 
sion of general Logic, into Analysis and Dialectic. 4. 
Q . the division of transcendental Logic, into transcendental 
Analysis and Dialectic. 1819 J. Richardson tr. Kant's 
Logic 17 It would become a dialectic, a logic of appear- 
ance . . which arises from a mere abuse of the analytic. 
1838 [F. Haywood] tr. Kant's Crii. Pure Reason 267 
There is therefore a natural and unavoidable dialectick 
of pure reason .. which irresistibly adheres to human 
reason, and even when we have discovered its. delusion, 
still will not cease to play tricks upon reason, and to 
push it continually into momentary errors. 1856 Ferrier 
Inst. Metaph. iv. xvi. 134 This reduction, .could not have 
been effected upon any principle of psychological strategy. 
It is a manoeuvre competent only to the dialectic of neces- 
sary truth. 1874 W. Wallace Logic of Hegel 1. 14 That 
dialectic is the very nature of thought . forms one of the 
main lessons of logic. Ibid. vi. 126 By Dialectic is meant 
an indwelling tendency ^outwards and beyond. .Dialectic is 
. . the life and soul of scientific progress, the dynamic which 
alone gives an immanent connexion and necessity to the 
subject-matter of Science, 1880 J. Caird Philos. Relig. 
viii. 229 An idea which expresses the inner dialectic, the 
movement or process towards unity, which exists in and 
constitutes the being of the objects themselves. 1888 
Watson Philos. Kant 137 Transcendental Dialectic must. . 
be satisfied with bringing to light the illusion in trans- 
cendent judgments., and guarding us against its deceptive 
influence. 

Dialectic (dsiak'ktik), a. and sb/ [ad. L. 
dialedic-us , a. Gr. diaXetcrucbs of or pertaining to 
discourse or discussion, f. SiaXttcTos : see Dialect. 
Cf. mod.F. dialectique.} 

A. adj. 

1 . Of, pertaining to, or of the nature of logical 
disputation ; argumentative, logical. 

1650 B. Discolliminhmi 35 If I should read this Dialec- 
tique strain® to my Mare. 1669 Gale Crt. Gentiles 1. 1. ii. 14 
Their several Modes of Philosophizing, both Symbolic, and 
Dialectic. 1843 Gladstone Glean. V. lxxix. 68 A more artful 
and constant resort to dialectic subtleties. 1846 tr. F. Von 
Schlegd's Philos. Hist, 89 This question cannot be settled 
d. by mere dialectic strife. 

2 . Addicted to or practising logical disputa- 
tion. 

1831 Carlyle Sort. Res. n. v. (1858) 87 Of which dialectic 
marauder . . the discomfiture was visibly felt as a benefit. 
1838 Thirlwall Greece 11 . xii. 138 A metrical vehicle did 
not so well suit Zeno’s dialectic genius. 1844 I bid. Y III. 95 
: Engaged in a learned conversation with the dialectic philo- 
' sopher Aristoteles. 

SL [i Dialect + -ic.] Belonging to or of the 
nature of a dialect ; = Dialectal. 

I 2813 W. Taylor Eng. Synonyms (1856) 51 Is it [prodezzd\ 
a mere dialectic variation of frudenza’l 1828 Whately Rhet. 
in E ncycl. Met rop. 303/1 An indistinct, hesitating, dialectic, 
or otherwise faulty, delivery. 1850 H. Torrens in Jml. 
j Asiat. Soc, Bengal 13 Another alphabet, dialectic of the 
l Hebrew. 2851 D. WnsmPrek. Ann. ILsv.L 185 The close 
i dialectic affinities between Celtic Scotland and Ireland, 

B. sbl-t [The adj, used absolutely.} 

j A dialectic philosopher, one who pursues the 
- dialectic method ; a critical inquirer after truth y 
i a logical disputant. 
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2640 G. Watts tr. Bacon's Adv. Learn. Pref. 25 As for 
Induction, the Dialectiques seem scarce ever to have taken, 
it into any serious consideration. 2677 Gale Crt. Gentiles 
hi. gi Thou callest a Dialectic one who considers the reason 
of every Being : for he that accurately discerneth things 
is a Dialectic. 1801 Moore Nature’s Labels 20 As learned 
dialectics say, The argument most apt and ample For 
common use, is the example. 

Dialectical, a. ( sb .) [f. as prec. + -al.] 

1. « Dialectic 1. 

2548 Gest Fr. Masse 11 6 Theyr argumentation is nothing 
dialectical. 1636 Stanley Hist. Philos, v. ( 1701 ) 164 Speech 
..Dialectical, used by such as discourse in short questions 
and answers. 1657 North’s Plutarch Add. Lives (1676) 39 
Instructed in the Rhetorical, Dialectical, and Astrological 
Arts. 1850 Grote Greece n. Ixvii. VIII. 460 Dialectical 
skill in no small degree is indispensable. 1876 A. M. Fair- 
bairn in Contemp, Rev. June 132 The dialectical pot in 
which ecclesiastical dogma had been cooked. 

b. Belonging to, or of the nature of, dialectic in 
its later philosophical developments of meaning. 

1788 Rei d Aristotle's Log. v. §1. jo 6 When the premises 
are not certain but probable only, such syllogisms are called 
dialectical. 1838 [F. Haywood] tr. Kant's Grit. Pure 
Reason 64 Universal Logic, considered as Organon, is al ways 
a Logic of Appearance, that is, is dialectical. 1874 W. Wal- 
lace Logic Hegel vi. 128 The physical elements prove to 
be Dialectical. The process of meteorological action is the 
appearance of their Dialectic. 1877 E. Caird Philos. Kant 

II. xviii. 633 The Cosmological argument is a nest of dialec- 
tical assumptions. 1888 Watson Philos. Kant 289 Pure 
reason is always dialectical. 

2 . « Dialectic a. 2. 

1876 C. M. Davies Unorth. Land. 356, I entertained 
pleasant recollections from certain experiences at the Dia- 
lectical Society. 

3. « Dialectal. 

1750 Hodges Job Prel. Disc. (T.) At that time the Hebrew 
andArahick language was the same, with a small dialectical 
variation only. 1847 Halliwell Diet. Pref. (1878) 7 Separ- 
ating mere dialectical forms. 1861 _Max Muller Sc. Lang. 
v. 199 A language, not yet Sanskrit or Greek or German, 
but containing the dialectical germs of all. 

B. sb. =- Dialectic sbJ 1. 
a 1329 Skelton Replyc. 96 In your dialectical! And prin- 
ciples sillogisticall If ye to remembrance call. 
Biale’ctically, adv. [f. prec. + -ly 2 .] 

1 . By means of dialectic ; in dialectic fashion ; 
argumentatively, logically. 

a 1663 J. Goodwin Filled iv. the Spirit (1867) 458 You may 
argue . . dialectically or with probability. 1692 South Semi. 
(1718) IV. 51 He discoursed, or reasoned dialectically. 2847 
Grote Greece 1. xxxvii. (1862) III. 331 Discussed dialecti- 
cally, or by reasonings expressed in general language. 1878 
Huxley in N. Anter. Rev. CXXVII. 48 The most reverend 
prelate might dialectically hew M. Comte in pieces. 

2. As regards dialect ; * Dialectally. 

1868 G. Stephens Runic Mon. I. 86 A rune may dialecti- 
cally . . vary in power, according to locality. 1884 R. S. 
Poole in Encycl. Brit. XVII. 641/1 Two coins, differing 
dialectically in their inscriptions, were found in the Tigris. 

Dialectician (dabalektrjan). [a. F .dialecticien 
(Rabelais, 16th c.), f. L. diahctic-us Dialectic a . : 
see -iciAN.] 

1 . One who is skilled in dialectic; a master of 
argument or disputation ; a logician. 

a 1693 Urquhart Rabelais in. xix. 155 According to the 
Dialecticians, a 1751 Boungbroke A uthor. in Relig. x li. 
(R.), An art that, .might help the subtile dialectician to op- 
pose even the man he could not refute. 1791 S. Parr Seq. 
to Print. Paper (R.), The great poetical dialectician 
[Dryden]. 1827 HallaM Const. Hist. (1876) I. iv. 218 The 
terseness or lucidity which long habits of literary warfare 
..have given to some expert dialecticians. ^ 1831 Longf. 
Gold. Leg. vi. 73 For none but a clever dialectician Can hope 
to become a great physician, a 1862 Buckle Civiliz. (iZtq) 

III. v. 287 They were acute dialecticians, and rarely blun- 
dered in what is termed the formal part of logic. 

2 . A professed student of dialects. 

1848 Clough Bothie, Lindsay the ready of speech, the 
Piper, the Dialectician . .Who in three weeks had created a 
dialect new for the party. 1882 Miss Powi.ky in Trans. 
Cumbld . § West m/d. Antiq. Soc. VI. 272 However well 
established [his] opinion among dialecticians may be. 

Dialecticism (daiale'ktisiz’m). [f. Dialectic 
4 -ism.] Tbe characteristic tendency or influence 
of dialect. 

x888 Academy 14 Jan. 27 Dialecticism, phoneticism, ellipsis. 

Bialextics, sb . pi . : see Dialectic sb . 1 b. 
Di'alecti ze, v. rare , [f. Dialect + -ize.] 
trmts. To make into a dialect, or make dialectal. 

1883 G. Stephens S. Bugjge’s Stud. N. Mythol. 23 It has 
even had time to become dialectized. 

Dialectology (daialektpTbd.^i). [f. Gr. fiid- 
Ae/cro-y Dialect + -logy.] The study of dia- 
lects; that branch of philology which treats of 
dialects. 

x8 Presidents Addr. PhiloL Soc. 32 Materials for the 
dialectology of .a single province. ■ 1888" Sweet Eng. Sounds 
Pref. 12 The obscure and tortuous paths of Old English 
dialectology. 

Hence Dialectologer, DialectoTogist, one 
versed in dialectology ; Dialectolo gical a., per- 
taining to dialectology. 

„ I ®79 President’s Addr. Philol. Soc. 32 A dialectological 
introduction. 1 1881 Atkenzttm 23 Apr. 554/3 The county 
[Cornwall] presents to the dialeetologer two varieties of an 
English dialect. 1883 A. M. Elliott in A mcr. Jml Philol 

IV. 490 The dialectologist must be fastidious indeed who- 
would 'not be satisfied with this''"' extraordinary 'mass of 
material. ' ■■ 
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Dralector. rare — ®. [f. Dialect 4 -or ] 

1847 Craig, Dialedor, one learned: in dialects. Hence in 
mod. Diets. 

Diale*cfcual, a. rare . [irreg. f. Dialect ; cf. 
effect, effectual ] = Dialectal. 

* 1854 R. G. Latham Native Races Russian Emp. 256 
Dialectual varieties increase as we go westwards. 1856 
Kitto & Alexander Cycl. Bill. Lit, (1863)188/2 Dialectual 
varieties of pronunciation. 

Dialer, Dialing : see Dialler, Dialling. 
Dialetike, -yk, obs. forms of Dialectic. 
Dialist (dar alist). [f.DiALr£.l+-iST.] A maker 
of dials ; one skilled in dialling. 

165a T. Stirrup ( title % Horoinetria ; or the Complete 
Diallist. 1703 Moxon Meek, Ex, ere, 346 Helps to a young 
Xlyalist for his more orderly and quick making of Dyals. 
1776 G. Campbell Philos, Rhet, (1801) I. Introd., The archi- 
tect, the navigator, the dialist. 

Di-a'lkalamide. Chem. See Di- 2 and Alka- 
l amide. 

1866 E. Frankland Led. Notes Chem. Stud. 375 Secon- 
dary and tertiary monalkalamides, dialkalamides, and trial- 
kalamides, are known. 

|| Diallage 1 (dai|se*lad^2). Rhet. [mod.L, dial- 
lage ', a. Gr. StaXXayq interchange, f. StaXXay- aorist 
stem of StaXXdaaeiv to interchange, f. did through,, 
across + dXXaoffetv to change, make other than it 
is, f. aXXos other.] 

A figure of speech by which arguments, after 
having been considered from various points of view, 
are all brought to bear upon one point. 

1706 in Phillips (ed. Kersey). 1831 Crayons from Commons 
44 And when a whole diallage was rear’d. Chagrined he 
found that no one member cheer'd. 

Diallage 2 (doi-alAl3>. Mm. [a. F. diallage, 
f. Gr. SiaXXayq (see prec.), named by Haiiy 1S01, 
from its dissimilar cleavages.] A grass-green 
variety of pyroxene, of lamellar or foliated struc- 
ture: formerly applied more widely to similar 
minerals, such as hypersthene, bronzite, etc. 

1805 R. Jameson Char. Min. II. 605 Smaragdite, Saus- 
sure . . Diallage, Hauy. x&xx Pinkerton Petral. I. 353 
Metallic diallage, from Saxony. 1865 L’ Estrange Yachting 
round W. Eng. 222 Some Serpentine is permeated by veins 
of golden diallage. 1879 Rutley Stud, Rocks x. 121 Some 
of the so-called diallages belong rather to enstatite than to 
pyroxene, since the crystallisation is rhombic. 

attrib. 1843 Portlocic Geol. an Hypersthene . . passes 
into a greyish-green diallage, and, with a greenish felspar, 
forms the very b autiful diallage rock of those localities 
[Athenry]. 1855 J* D. Forbes Tour Aft. Blanc xi. 237 The 
boulders here seemed to be gabbro or diallage rock. 

Hence Diallagic (dsialte'd^ik), a. ; [F. dialla- 
gique\ Diallagoid (dGi t se*lagoid), a ., containing or 
resembling diallage. 

1847 Craig, Diallagic . 1879 Rutley Stud. Rocks x. 125 

The diallagic augite sections are broad. Ibid, x, 132 The 
diallagoid augite of Boricky. 

Dialled (darald), ppl. a. [f. Dial sb.i or v. + 
-ed.] Measured or marked by a dial. 

18x7 T. L. Peacock Afelincourt III. 50 The careless hours 
. . Still trace upon the dialled brass The shade of their un- 
varying way. 1891 W. Tuckwell Tongues in Trees: 145 
Six hours to toil, the rest to leisure give, In them — so say 
the dialled hours — live. 

t BralleL Obs.—°. [ad. Gr. StdXXrjXm through 
one another.} (See quot.) 

.jfiSS Blount Glqssogr, s.v.,/As parallels are lines running 
one by the other without meeting: so Dialtels are lines which 
run one through the other, that is, do cross, intersecate, or 
cut. [Hence in Bailey, Ash, etc.]. 

II Diallelon (dsialrlffun). Logic. [mod.L. f. 
Gr. Si* dXXrjXow through or by means of one another: 
see prec.] Definition in a circle, i. e. definition by 
means of a term which is itself defined by the de- 
fined word. 

1837-8 Sir W. Hamilton Logic xxiv. (i860) II. 17 The 
ancients called the circular definition by the name of 
Rial felon, asjn this case we declare the definitum and the 
definiens reciprocally by each other (St* aAA/}Atoi*). 

ilDiallelns (doial/*l»s). Logic. [mod.L. f. 
Gr. (rpdiros) didbJXrjXos reasoning in a circle : see 
prec. (In mod.F. diallele.)'] Reasoning in a circle ; 

i.e. endeavouring to establish a conclusion by 
means of a proposition which is itself dependent on 
the said conclusion. 

18:37-8 Sir W. Hamilton Logic xxvi. (i860) II. 51 The 
proposition which we propose to prove must not be used as 
a principle for its own probation. The violation of this rule 
is called the Orbis vel circulus in demonsirando, — diallelus. 

Hence DiaHeTous a., involving reasoning or 
defining in a circle. : ■' .In mod. Diets.. , . . 
Dialler, dialer (dsralsi). [£ Dial + 
-er 1.] One who makes a survey of mines by the 
aid of a * dial ’ or compass. 

■ 1:747 Hooson Mined s Did. R iif, This Roofing . . If done 
by^a skillful Dialer, and bya'DIalthatheis.acqtmmted.with •• 
; • * L certain'; enough, ' 1778 W. Pryce Min. Comub. 204 In. 
the same manner the Dialler takes his second measurement. , 

Dial-less, Dial-like : see Dial jA 1 8 b. 
Dialling’, dialing (daralbj), vbl. sh [1 Dial 
sbf and + -IKG 1 .] 

1 . The art 'of constructing dials, f to. The 
measurement of time by a dial (obs.). ■ : . 
hgyo Dee Math. Pref. 37 Horometrie . . in Englishe, may 


he termed Dialling. 1393 Fale (title). The Art of Dialling ; 
teaching an easie and perfect way to make all kinde of 
Dialls vpon any plaine platte, howsoeuer placed. 1703 
Moxon Mech. E.xerc. 307 These Rules of adjusting the 
Motion of the Shadow to the Motion of the Sun, may be 
called Scientifick Dyalling. 1727-51 Chambers Cycl., Dial- 
ling, the art of drawing sun, moon, and star-dials, on any 
given plane, or on the surface of any given body. 1837 
Whewkll Hist. Induct. Sc. (1857) I. 122 Another result of 
the doctrine of the sphere was Gnomonick or Dialling. 

2 . The use of a * dial ’ or compass in underground 
surveying. 

1670 Sir J. Pettus Fodince Regalis 1 He is directed to- 
ward the Shaft by a Needle^ touch’d with a Loadstone, the 
using whereof is called Dialling. 1778 W. Pryce M in. 
Comub. 202 Dialling is requisite in almost every shaft. 

+ 3 . corner. Apparatus of the nature of dials, rare. 

1756 Nugent Gr. Tour I. 258 A handsome garden, in 
which there is a variety of dialling. 

4 . attrib. and Comb., as dialling-globe (see 
quot.) ; dialling-scale, graduated lines on rulers, 
the edge of quadrants, etc., to facilitate the con- 
struction of dials ; dialling- sphere , a variety of 
dialling-globe. 

1666 Collins in Rigaud Corr. Set. Afen (1841) II. 462 A 
dialling scheme of Mr. Foster’s. 1706 Phillips (ed. Kersey,. 
Dialling-Globe , an Instrument made of Brass or Wood, 
with a Plane fitted to the Horizon, and an Index particu- 
larly contrived to draw all sorts of Dials, and to give a dear 
demonstration of that Art. 1767 Phil. Trans. LVII. 389 
A new Method of constructing Sun-Dials . . without the 
Assistance of Dialing Scales. 

Diallogite : see Dialogite. 

Bi-aTlyl. Chem. [Di- 2 .] a. sb. The organic 
radical ailyl in the free state, C 6 H 10 = C 3 H 5 * C 3 H 5 : 
see Allyl. b. attrib. and Comb. Containing two 
equivalents of ally!. 

1869 Rose© e Elan. Chem. 389. 1880 E. Ci.eminshaw tr. 
Wurlz* Atomic Th. 265 Free allyl or diallyl, has doubled 
its molecule. 

Dialogic (doial^rd^ik), a. [ad. med.L. dialo- 
gic -us, a. Gr. diaXoyiKos, f. SidXoyos Dialogue: see 
-IC* In mod.F. dialogique (18th c.)] Of, pertaining 
to, or of the nature of dialogue; sharing in dialogue. 

1833 Thirlwall in Philo L AIus. II. 560 The dialogic form 
had not then become so indispensable with Plato. 1850 
Blackie sEschylvs I. Pref. 44 The iambic or dialogic part 
of ancient tragedy. 1886 Harper's Mag. Sept. 642 Several 
dialogic personages. 

Bialogical (daial^-d^ikal), a. [f. as prec. + 
-a i,.] «* prec. 

x6ox Deacon & Walker (title), Dialogical! Discourses; of 
Spirits and Divels. 1621-51 Burton Anat. Mel it. ii. nr. 
(1651) 258 That dialogicall disputation with Zacharias the 
Christian. x88o E. Op’pert Forbid. L. Pref. 9 For the sake of 
a more vivid description, especially in the dialogical parts. 

'Hence Bialo'g-ically, adv. 

1766 Goldsm. Vic. W. vii. If you are for a cool argument 
. .are you for managing it analogically or dialogically ? 

Bialogism (daiiarlodgiz’m), [ad. L. dialo- 
gismus the rhetorical figure (see sense 1), a. Gr. 
diaXoyiapus balancing of accounts, reasoning, con- 
versation, debate, f. StaXoytfccrOcu to Dialggize: 
see -ism. In F. dialogisme (1557 * n Hatz.-Darm.).] 

1 . Rhet. The discussion, of a subject under the 
form of a dialogue, to the personages of which the 
author imputes ideas and sentiments. 

1580 Fulke Retentive 306 <T.) His foolish dialogism is a 
fighting with his own shadow. [1589 Puttenham Eng. 
Poene in. xix. (Arb.) 243 This manner of speech is by the 
figure Dialagismus, or the right reason er.] 1609 R. Ber- 
nard. Faimfull Skepheard 67 Dialogisme ». is, when a 
question is made, and forthwith readily answered, as if two 
were talking together. 1659 D, Stokes Twelve Minor 
Proph. Pref. (L.), Enlarging what they would say. .by their 
dialogisms and colloquies. 

2 . A conversational phrase or speech; a Dia- 
logue, spoken or written. 

1623 Cockeram Eng. Did. it, A Talking together .. Dia- 
logisme. 1647 T rapp Comm. Matt. xxv. 37-9 N ot that there 
shall be then any such dialogism (say divines) at the last 
day. 1651 Life Father Sarpi ( 1676) 74 Such Dialogisms as 
these past betwixt them. 1822 Blackw. Afag. XI. 444 Byron 
will never write a tragedy, though he sent ten dialogisms to 
the Albe marie-street Press. ' 

3 . Logic. A term introduced for a form of argu- 
ment having a single premiss and a disjunctive 
conclusion. , 

The kind of argument is as follows 1 A B Is an unimagin- 
ative man; therefore either he is not a true poet, or true 
poets may be men without imagination.’ The name implies 
a parallelism to the syllogism. . 

x88o C. S. Peirce Algebra of Logic in Amer.Jml. Math. 
III. 20 In this way any argument may be resolved into 
arguments, each of which has one premiss and two altern- 
ative conclusions. _ Such an argument, when completed, 
may he called a Dialogism. 

Bialoglst (d3i|3e*lodgist). [ad. L. dialogista, 
ad. Gr. diaXoyi<Trrjs, f. hdXoyos ; see Dialogue 
and -T s®r m F. dialogiste (17th c.). See also 
Dialoguist.] 

1 . One who takes part in a dialogue ; one of the 
personages In an imaginary dialogue. 

a 1677 Barrow Sertn.'Wks. 1686 II. 11 4 The like doth Cicero 
[assert], .in. the person of his Bialogists. ■ 176 ®;. '.Sterne. Tr. 
Shandy III. xxxvii, The dialogist aifirmeth. That' a dong 
nose is not withotit its;, domestic.: coutveniences. aW« 

De Quincey Milton v, Southey Wks, XII. 176 The two dia- 
: legists are' introduced , walking out : after breakfast., 


2 . A writer of dialogues. 

ax66o Hammond Wks. II. 232 (R.) If we will believe the 
dkdogist’s reasonings. 17x1 Shaftesb. Charac. (1737} 11 1 . 
v. ii. 292 The Characters, or Personages^ employ’d by our 
new orthodox Dialogists. *839 Mag inn in Eraser's flag. 
XX. 271 The doctor had never read the Greek dialogist. 

Bialogistic (daiahd^i-stik), a. [ad. Gr. Sta- 
XoytaTums of or for discourse : see prec. and -ic.] 
Having the nature or form of dialogue; taking 
part in dialogue ; argumentative. 

1677 Gale Crt, Gentiles II. nr. 92 In their disputes or 
Bialogistic ratiocinations. 1882-3 Schaff Encycl. Relig. 
Knowl. II. 1390 The form of the book [Malachi] is dialo- 
gistic,— an assertion of the prophet followed by an excuse 
of the people, which in turn is refuted. 

Bialegrstical, a. [f. prec. + -al.] = prec. 

17x5 M. Davies Aiken. Brit. I. 185. Two dialogistical 
conjurers, with their dramatick enchantments, change the 
scene. . . ' 

Bialogi’stically, adv. [f. prec. + -ly 2 .] 
In dialogistic fashion ; in manner of a dialogue. 

<2x654 J. Richardson On Old Test . 449 (T.) In his pro- 
phecy he [Malachi] proceeds most dialogistically. 

Bialogite (dm^dod^oit). Min. Erron, diall-. 
[Named by Jasehe about 1817 from Gr. btaXoyy 
* doubt, selection* : see -ite.] A rose-red carbonate 
of manganese ; a synonym of rhodochrosite. 

1826 Emmons Min. 215 Dialogite. 1835 Shepard Min. 
134 Diallogite. 

Bialogize (doiisedod^oiz), v. See also Dialo- 
guize. [mod. ad. Gr, SLaXoyi&odai to converse, 
debate, f. hbRoyos Dialogue ; in F. dialogiser, 16- 
17th c. : see -ize.] inir. To converse, discuss, or 
carry on a dialogue (with). Hence Dia logizing 
vbl. sb. and ppl. a. 

x6ox Deacon & Walker Spirits # Divels To Rdf. 12 This 
dialogizing manner of dealing. 1677 Gale Crt. Gentiles II. 
iv. 402 Plato . . brings in Socrates dialoglsing with young 
Alcibiades. 1689 Col. Rec. Pennsylv. I. 254 He did not 
think it was, their work to dialogize with any man without, 
dores. 1854 Lowet.l Lett. (1894) I. 2x1 In them also there 
are dialogizing and monologizing thoughts, but not flesh 
and blood enough. 

BialogOHS (doiiarlogas), a. rare. [f. L. dia- 
logues, G r. StaXoy-os Dialogue + -ous.] Of or be- 
longing to dialogue ; in quot. = dialogue- writ- 
ing. 

1737 Fielding Hist, Reg. Bed., The iniquitous surmises 
of a certain anonymous dialogous au thor. 

Dialogue (dai-alfg), sb. Forms: 3-7 dialoge, 
(4 dialoke, -logg, -log), 5-6 dyalogue, 6- dia- 
logue. [a. F. dialoge (13th c. in Hatz.-Darm.), 
mod.F. dialogue, ad. L. dialogue, Gr, diaXoyos con- 
versation, dialogue, f. SiaXiyeoOcu to speak alter- 
nately, converse : see Dialect.] 

1. A conversation carried on between two or more 
persons ; a colloquy, talk together. 

(The tendency is to confine it to two persons, perhaps 
through associating dia- with di- : cf. monologue.) 

X40X Pol. Poems (Rolls) II. 109 To make with the a dia- 
logge, I holde it bot wash 1509 Fisher Fun. Serm. Ctess 
Richmond Wks. (18761 289 A dyalogue, that is to saye a 
comynycacyon betwyxt . . Martha, and our sauyour Jhesu. 
1599 Shaks. Much Ado iil i. 31 Feare you not my part of 
the Dialogue. 1749 Fielding Tom fanes VI. xvi. ii, A 
short dialogue . . then passed between them. 1865 Dickens 
AIut. Fr. J. he, Bella had closely attended to this short 
dialogue. 

'.to*, (without pi.) Verbal interchange of thought 
between two or more persons, conversation. 

c 1532 Dewes Introd. Fr. (in Palsgr. 1052' By way of dya- 
logue betwene the lady Mary & her servant Gyles. 1595 
Shaks. John 1. i. 201 In Dialogue of Complement, 1651 
Hobbes Leviath. n. xxv. 133 To enter into Dispute, and 
Dialogue with him. 1725 Pope Odyss. xv. 532 So passed 
in pleasing dialogue away The night. 1859 Geo.- Eliot 
A . Bede 87 That is the great advantage of dialogue on horse- 
back ; it can be merged any minute into a trot or canter. 

2 . A literary work in the form of a conversation 
between two or more persons. 

a 1225 Ancr. R. 76 pis beoS sein Gregorxes wordes, in his 
dialoge. 1.1325 E. £, A Hit. P. B» 1157 Danyel in his 
dialokez devysed sum tyme. 1493 Rim's 4- Paup., Here 
endith a . . dyalogue of Diues & pauper, a 1531 Pol. 
Re/, L. Poems (1866) 35. A Dyalog betwixt the gentyhnan 
and the plowman. 1588 Shaks. L. L. L. v. ii. 895 Wil you 
heare the Dialogue that the two Learned men haue com- 
piled, in praise of the Owle and the Cuckow t *75* Johnson 
Rambler No. 156 r 7 Tragedy was a Monody . . improved 
' afterwards into a dialogue by the addition af another speaker. 
1838 Thirlwall Greece TV.' 275, Plato,, in one of his dia- 
logues, introduces Anytus as vehemently offended with 
Socrates. ... 1882 Temperance Mirr. Mar. '63. Uncle Job’s 
Theory, A Dialogue ■ [between, 5 persons],,' ;■■ . 

■ to., (without pi.) Literary composition of this 
nature; the conversation written for and spoken 
by actors on the stage ; hence, in recent use, style 
of dramatic conversation or writing. ■ 

1589 Puttenham Eng. Poesie 1. xi (Arbi.) 41 Others who 
...by manor of Dialogue, vttered the priuate and; familiar 
talke of. , shepheards, heywards and. such like ■ X656 Stanley ' 
Hist. Philos, v. (1701) 174/2 The' Writings of' Plato are ' by 
way of Dialogue. '''X779-8r Johnson L. P., Smith Wks. Ii. 
468 The diction. . is too luxuriant and splendid for dialogue. 
1829 Lytton Disowned Your hook is; very clever, but it 
wants dialogue. 1841 Elphinstone Hist. Did. I. 283. The 
plots are generally interesting ; the dialogue lively. x88o 
Grove Diet. Mus. II. 531/r [In Opera comique) the denoue- 
ment is; happy, and ' the Dialogue spoken...' ■ 
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-f 3. Such a composition set to music for two or 
more voices. Obs, . 

1653 J. Playford f title), Select Musical Ayres and Dia- 
logues. 1657 J. Gamble (title', Ayres and Dialogues to be 
sung to the Theorbo- Lute or Bass Viol. 1659 — [title, (in 
Grove Diet. Mns. I. 580J Ayres and Dialogues for One, 
Two, and Three Voices. 

4. athib. and Comb., as dialogue- author, -novels 
-piece , -writer; dialogue-wise adv., in the form 
of a dialogue. 

1561 Veron {title). The Hvntynge of Purgatorye to Death, 
made Dialogewyse. iSiz Woodall Surg, Mate Wks, (1653) 
19* Explained Dialogue wise, betwixt the Authour and a 
Military Surgeon. 2711 Shaftesb. Charm. (173 7) III. 317 
The form or manner of our dialogue-author. 1733 Fielding 
Covent Gard. Trag. Prolegom., A Tragedy is a thing of 
five acts, written dialoguewise. 37 68 Foote Devil on 2 
Slicks hi. Wks. 1790 IL 280 A kind of circulating library, 
for the vending of dialogue novels. 3783 Hist. Miss Balti- 
more s I. 21 r, I will write it dialogue fashion. 1861 J. M. 
Neale in Lit . Churchman VII. 375/1 It is a poem written 
dialoguewise. 

Dialogue (doi-atyg), v. [f. prec. sb. ; cf. F. 
dialoguer (1717 in Hatz.-Darm).] Hence also 
Dralogued ppl. a. , Draloguing vbl. sb. 

1, intr. To hold a dialogue or conversation. 

1607 Shaks. Timon u. u. 52 Car. How dost Fooie? Ape. 
Dost Dialogue with thy shadow ? 1685 Trial of H. Cornish , 
etc. 28 You must not stand to Dialogue between one another. 
1741 Richardson Pamela II, 45 Thus foolishly dialogued I 
with my Heart, 1817 Coleridge Biog. Lit. (1882) 286 
Those puppet-heroines for whom the showman contrives to 
dialogue without any skill in ventriloquism. 1858 Carlyle 
Fredk. Gt. I. iv. v. 426 Much semi-articulate questioning 
and dialoguing with Dame de Roucoulies. 
b. transf. mUfg. 

1628 Earle Microcosm Tobacco-seller (Arb.) 59 Where 
men dialogue with their noses, and their communication is 
smoak. 1892 Sat. Rev. 18 June 709/2 With oboe obbligato 
dialoguing now with sopranos, now with tenors, 
f 2. trans. To converse with. Obs. 

1699 F. Bugg Quakerism Exposed 9 To dialogue the 
Bishops, and call them Monsters. I bid. 27 The Quakers 
dialogu’d the Bishops. 

3. To express in the form of a dialogue ; to 
furnish with dialogue. 

1597 Shaks. Lover's Comp l 132 And dialogu'd for him 
what he would say. 1781 Mad. D’Arblay Diary May, 
Our conference grew very grave , . I have not time to dia- 
logue it. i 835 Academy 16 May 356 A tale full of human 
interest, brightly dialogued. 1887 Contemp. Rev. May 717 
The prodigious skill of his dialogued argumentation. 
Dialoguer (dsraVgai). rare. [f. prec. +■ -er!,] 
One who takes part in a dialogue; ** Dialo- 
OIST 1. 

1879 G. Meredith Egoist I, xvii. 314 A polished whisperer, 
a lively dialoguer, one for witty bouts. 

Dialo guis t (daralpgist). [f. Dialogue sb. + 
-1ST.] A writer of dialogue ; = Dialogist 2. 

1739 Eliz. Carter tr. A Igarotti on Newton's Philos. (1742) 
II. 60 The Azolian Dialoguists. 1888 Pall Mall G. 3 July 
11/x The whimsical dialoguist of the Happy Islands. 

Bralognize, v. ? Obs . : see Dialogize. [f. 
as prec. +-ize.] intr. To take part in dialogue; 
to converse. Hence DraloguLzing vbl. sb. 

1599 Broughton's Lett . xii. 42 Euripides and Menander, 
Socrates and Epicurus dialoguising and conferring together. 
1603 Harsnet Pop. Impost, xxlii. 166 Upon questioning 
and Dialoguizing with the Devil, a 1619 Fotherby A theom. 
1. xii. § 3 (1622) 126 These interlocutorie and dialoguising 
dreames. 

Dial -plate. [f. Dial sb.l + Plate.] The face- 
plate of a dial ; spec, (in Clock-making) the sheet 
of metal, glass, etc. on the face of which the hours, 
etc. are marked ; ~ Dial sb 1 4. 

2690 Loud. Gaz. No. 2603/4 A little Gold Watch with 
a white Enamell Dial-Plate, made in France. 1781 Cowper 
Conversation 380 The circle formed .. Like figures drawn 
upon a dial-plate. 1816 J. Scott Vis. Paris (ed. 5) 63 
Niches . . in which different .. names might be slid . . in 
the same way as the ever-changing days of the month are 
slid into the dial-plates of our clocks, 1840 Carlyle Heroes 
iii. (18581 263 His characters are like watches with dial-plates 
of transparent crystal. 

fig. 1829 Lytton Disowned 59 Every stroke upon the 
dial-plate of wit was true to the genius of the hour. 1836 
Emerson Nature, Lang. Wks. (Bohn) II. 153 The visible 
world . . is the dial plate of the invisible. 

b. A graduated plate used with a lapidary’s dial. 
1875 VREDict. Arts III. 42 A needle, .marks by its points 
the divisions on the dial-plate. 

Dialirric, a. Chem. [f. Dr - 2 + Al(loxan) + 
Ubic.] In dialuric acid , C^NjH^O^ an acid ob- 
tained by hydrogenizing alloxan, which crystallizes 
in needles, and forms, with metals, salts called 
Dialirrates. Hence Dialu.*ramide, the primary 
amide in which the replacing radical is that of 
dialnric acid. 

1845 G. E.Day tr. Simon's A mm. Chem. 1 . 60 On treating 
alloxan with sulphuretted hydrogen, we obtain .. dialuric 
acid. 1856 Watts tr. Gmelin's Chem. X. 158 Dialurate of 
Potash. Deposited on mixing a potash-salt with aqueous 
dialuric acid. 1868-77 Watts Diet. Chem . V. 958 Dialuric 
and uric. acids may be regarded as tartron-ureide and 
tartron-diureide respectively. 

Dialy- (ctahali), ad. Gr. StaXv-, stem (but not 
regular combining form) of tiakb-uv to part asun- 
der, separate, used as the first element in many 
botanical terms, with the sense of 4 separated or 


4 non-united Synonymous terms are usually found 
in Apo- and Poly-. Thus Dialycarpel (-kaupel) 
[see Carpel], 4 an ovary or fruit with ununited 
carpels’ Syd. Soc. Lex. Dialycarpous (-ka'jpss),^. 
[Gr, fcapirus fruit], having the carpels distinct. 
BialypetaXous (-pe'tabs) a., having the petals dis- 
tinct. Dialyphyllous (-frbs)#. \Gr.<pvXXov a leaf], 
having the leaves distinct. So Bialyse'paloixs, 
Dialy sta *miiious adjs., having the sepals, the 
stamens, distinct. 

1849 Henfrey Rudim. Bot. (1858) 100 More correctly 
called dialypetalous, with the petals distinct. 1859 C. 
Dresser Rudim. Bot. 346 It is said to be apocarpous . . or 
dialycarpous. 2866 Treas. Bot., Dialy phyllous, the same 
as Polysepalous. 2880 Gra y Struct. Bot. vi. § 5. 244 Dialy- 
petalous (used by Endlicher > has the same meaning, poly- 
petalous. 2883 Syd. Soc. Lex., Dialyphyllous , having 
separate leaves, ibid., Dialysepalous, having the sepals 
distinct; same as Polysepalous, Ibid., Dialyslaminous , 
having separate, distinct stamens. 

Di-aly -sable, -sable, a. [f. Dialyse v.+ 
-able. So F. dialy sabl el] Capable of separation 
by dialysis. In mod. Diets. 

Dialy sat e (dciiaediz^;). Chem. [f. Dialyse + 
-ate L] That portion of a mixture that remains 
after dialysis. 

2867 J. Attfield Chem. (1885) 811 The portion passing 
through the septum is termed the diffusate, the portion 
which does not pass through is termed the dialysate. 

DiaTysa tor. Chem. rare. [f. Dialyse, with 
L. agent-suffix -at or.] = Dialyser. 

1891 Daily Nexus 16 Jan. 2/3 It does not belong to the 
group of so-called toxalbumins, as it can withstand high 
temperatures, and in the dialysator passes quickly and easily 
through the membrane. 

Dialyse, -ze (doi-abiz), v. Chem . [f. Dialy- 
sis, after analyse.] trans. To separate the crys- 
talloid part of a mixture from the colloid, in the 
process of chemical dialysis. 

1861 Graham in Phil. Trans. 186 The mixed fluid to be 
dialysed is poured into the hoop upon the surface of the 
parchment-paper. Ibid. 205 The solution is the more dur- 
able the longer it has been dialysed. 1885 A. W. Blyth 
in Leisure Hour Jan. 23/1 Salt dialysed through the walls 
into the distilled water. 

Hence Di'alysed ppl. a that has undergone the 
process of dialysis ; dialysed iron , a soluble ferric 
hydroxide, prepared by dialysis, used in medicine. 
Di alysing vbl. sb. and ppl. a. 

1867 [see Dialytic x]. 2875 H. C. Wood Therap. (1879) 
96 Dialyzed Iron.. is a clear, neutral, nearly tasteless, dark- 
red liquid, prepared by dialyzing a solution of the chloride 
of iron. 2884 W. G. Stevenson in Pop. Sc. Monthly XXIV. 
771 Membranes possessing dialyzing power. 

Dialyser, -zer (dsPalsizai). Chem. [f. Dialyse 
+ -ER L] An apparatus for effecting dialysis; a 
vessel formed of parchment or animal membrane 
floated on water into which the crystalloids pass 
through the membrane, leaving the colloids behind. 

1861 Graham in Phil. Trans. x86 The^ vessel described 
(dialyser) is then floated in a basin containing a considerable 
quantity of water. 2861 N.fyQ. 7 Dec., The Dialyser, in- 
vented by Thomas Graham, Esq., F.R.S., Master of the 
Mint, is an Apparatus for effecting Chemical Analysis by 
means of Liquid Diffusion. 1863-72 Watts Diet. Chem. I. 
316 A sheet of this parchment stretched on a hoop of thin 
wood or gutta percha forms a very convenient dialyser. 
2864 H. Spencer Biol. I. 20 Combined substances between 
which the affinity is feeble, will separate on the dialyzer. 

Dialysis (doi|3e*lisis), PL dialyses, [a. Gr. 
HiaXvais separation, dissolution ; f. SiaXveiv to part 
asunder, f. 6ta- through, asunder + Xvhv to loose.] 

f 1. Rhet. a. A statement of disjunctive proposi- 
tions. b. -Asyndeton. Obs. 

2586 Day Eng. Secretary 11. (1625) 98 Dialisis , a separa- 
tion of one thing from another, both being absolved by a 
severall reason, in the nature of a Dilemma, as thus.. If you 
remember it, I have said enough, if not, my words will not 
provoke you. 1589 Puttenham Eng. Poesie in. xix.iArb.) 
230 A maner of speach [DialisiSj or the Dismembrer] not so 
figuratiue as fit for argumentation, and worketh not vnlike 
the dilemma of the Logicians. 1823 Crabb Technol . Diet., 
Dialysis, (Rhet.)..Le. asyndeton, a figure of speech in which 
several words are put together without being connected to- 
gether by a conjunction, as veni, vidi, vici. 

f 2 . Gram. ~ Diuresis i. Obs. 

1727-51 Chambers Cy cl.. Dialysis, in grammar, a charac- 
ter, consisting of two points" placed over two vowels of 
a word, which would otherwise make a diphthong; but are 
hereby parted into two syllables. As in Mosaic. 2818 E. 
V. Blomfield tr. Matthiw's Gram. \ 1829) p. xlviii, 'EeAirero 
is not a dialysis of tjAttcto but comes from UK nojuuu. 

f 3. Med. Dissolution of strength. Obs. 

1823 Crabb Technol. Diet. , Dialysis. . a dissolution of the 
strength, or a weakness of the limbs. 2883 Syd. Soc . Lex., 
Dialysis, an old term for weakness of the muscles of the 
limbs. 

4. Path. Solution of continuity. 

1822 Hooper Diet., Dialysis, a solution of continuity, or 
a destruction of parts. 

5. Chem. A name given by Graham to a process 
of separating the soluble crystalloid substances in 
a mixture from the colloid by filtration through 
a parchment membrane floating in water. 

1861 Graham in Phil. Traits. 286 It may perhaps be al- 
lowed me to apply the convenient term dialysis to the 
method of separating by diffusion through a septum of 
gelatinous matter. 1864 Reader 22 Oct. 526 (heading), On 


the Detection of Poisons by Dialysis. 1878 Foster Phy\ 
11. i. 194 By dialysis it may be still further purified. 

comb. 2869 E. A. Parkes Pract. Hygiene (ed. 3) 197 
Place the filtered brine in a bladder or vessel of the pre- 
pared dialysis-parchment. 

Dialytic (doialrtik), a. [ad. Gr. BiaXvrucos able 
to dissolve, f. SiaXvros separated, dissolved, f. Sia- 
\v€iv : see Dialysis.] 

1. Chem. Of the nature of or pertaining to chemi- 
cal dialysis. 

2861 Graham in Phil. Traits. 186 The most suitable of all 
substances for the dialytic septum appears to be the com- 
mercial material known as vegetable parchment or parch- 
ment paper. . 1867 J. Attfield Chem. (1885) 813^ Dialysed 
iron or dialytic iron. 1876 Catal. SH. App.S. Kens. Mus. 

§ 2546 Experiments on absorption and dialytic separation of 
gases by colloid septa. 

+ 2. Med. i Relating or pertaining to dialysis 
(sense 3 ); relaxing/ Syd. Soc. Lex. 1883 . Obs. 

3. Geol. and Min. (See quot.j 

1877 A. H. Green Phys. Geol. iii. § 2. 93 Those derivative 
rocks, which have been formed not by the mechanical wear 
and tear cf pre existing rocks, but by the chemical decom- 
position of their constituents, are sometimes called Dialytic. 

4. Math. Of or pertaining to the differentiation 
of equations by the process of dissolution described 
in the quotation. 

1853 Sylvester in Phil. Trans. CXLIXI. 1. 544 Dialytic . 
If there be a system of functions containing in each term 
different combinations of the powers of the variables in 
number equal to the number of the functions, a resultant 
may be formed from these functions, by, as it were, dissolv- 
ing the relations which connect together the different com- 
binations of the powers of the variables, and treating them 
as simple independent quantities linearly involved in the 
functions. The resultant so formed is called the Dialytic 
Resultant of the functions supposed ; and any method by 
which the elimination between two or more equations can 
be made to depend on the formation of such a resultant is 
called a dialytic method of elimination. 

5. Dialytic telescope : a telescope in which achro- 
matism is effected by means of two lenses separated 
and placed at some distance from each other. 

1846 E. W est tr. PescheVs Elem . Physics 1 1 . .136 Prof. Litt- 
row of Vienna in 1827 . . proposed that the telescope should 
be fitted up with its proper object glass of crown glass ; and 
that a flint glass lens, of much smaller diameter, should be 
placed at a proper distance behind the former, to counteract 
the prismatic dispersion of the rays. The name of dialytic 
telescopes was given to these instruments. 

Dialytically, adv. [f. Dialytic + -al + -ly. 2 ] 
By way of dialysis; by the dialytic method of 
elimination in mathematics. 

1873 G. Salmon Higher Plane Curves 29 The actual 
elimination of A is easily performed dialytically. 

f Dia*lyt02l a Rhet . Obs. [L^ a. Gr. rb 81 a- 
Xvtov , snbst. use of UaXvTos : see Dialytic.] =» 
Dialysis 1 b. 

2657 J- Smith Myst. Rhet. 182 Dialyton . . is all one with 
Asyndeton. 1706 Phillips (ed. Kersey), Dialyton, a Rhe- 
torical Figure, when several Words are put together with- 
out any Conjunction Copulative. 2722 in Bailey. 

BiamagHet (dsbamse-gnet). [f. Dia- pirfl 
+ Magnet ; cf. next.] *» Diamagnetic sb. 

1864 in Webster. 1871 Tyndall Fragm. Sc. (1879) I. 
xiii. 380 Each man walking over the earth’s surface is a 
true diamagnet. 

Diamagnetic (dobamsegneTik), a. and sb. [f. 
Gr. Sia-DiA-pref. 1 through, across -t- Magnetic. 

Introduced by Faraday in 2846, first as sb., and then as 
adj.] 

A. ctdj. 

1. Of a body or substance : Exhibiting the pheno- 
mena of Diamagnetism ; the opposite of magnetic 
or paramagnetic. 

A diamagnetic substance in the form of a bar or the like, 
when suspended freely and exposed to magnetic force, takes 
an equatorial position, i. e. at right angles to the lines of 
the force ; a paramagnetic (or magnetic) substance takes an 
axial position, i, e. in the direction of those lines, 

2846 Faraday Exper. Res. in Electr. in Phil. Trans. 1 . 
42 § 2348 The metals which are magnetic retain a por- 
tion of their power after the great change has been effected, 
or in what might be called their diamagnetic state, 2849 
Mrs. Somerville Connect. Phys. Sc. xxxilL 369 Substances 
affected after the manner of bismuth [when suspended 
between the poles of an electro-magnet] are said to be dia- 
magnetic. 1863-72 Watts Diet. Chem. III. 777 The same 
body may appear magnetic or diamagnetic, according to 
the medium in which it is placed. 189a Supplt. to Lightning 
7 Jan. 9 Diamagnetic substances are those through which 
magnetic effects are transmitted less readily than through air. 

2. Belonging or relating to diamagnetic bodies, 
or to diamagnetism. 

1846 Faraday Exper. Res. Electr. in Phil. Trans. I. 26 
§ 2270, As I have called air, glass, water, etc. diamagnetics 
(2149), so I will distinguish these lines by the. term diamag- 
netic curves, both in relation to and contradistinction from 
the lines called magnetic curves. . 2852 H. Mayo Pop. 
Superst. (ed. 2) 190 Od-force, which its discoverer now holds 
to be the same with the diamagnetic influence. 2855 H. 
Spencer Pritu:. Psychol. (1872) I. 1. iv. 69 Altering the 
direction of diamagnetic polarity in metals. 

B. sb. A body or substance exhibiting the phe- 
nomena of Diamagnetism. 

2846 Faraday Exper. Res. Electr. in Phil. Trans, I. 2 
§2149 By a diamagnetic, I mean a body through which 
lines of magnetic force are passing, and which by their 
action does not assume the usual magnetic state of iron or 
loadstone. Ibid. 3 § 2152 A piece of this glass, about two 
inches square and 0*5 of an inch thick, having fiat and 
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polished edges, was placed as a diamagnetic between the 
poles. 1871 Tyndall Fragm. Sc. (1879) I. xiii. 375 The 
body used to excite this diamagnetic. 

Diamagne tically, adv. [f. prec. + -al + 
-ly 2 .] In the manner of a diamagnetic body, or 
of diamagnetism. Also Jig. 

1850 Grove Corr. Pkys. Forces (ed. 2) 88 Their optic axis 
points diamagnetically or transversely to the lines of mag- 
netic force. 1871 Tylor Prim. Cult. II. 388 The influence 
of the divine Sun. .still subsists as_a mechanical force, acting 
diamagnetically to adjust the axis of the church and turn 
the body of the worshipper. 

Diamagnetism (dohamse-gnetiz’mV [f.DlA-* 

+ Magnetism, after diamagnetic.'] a. The pheno- 
mena exhibited by a class of bodies, -which, when 
freely suspended and acted on by magnetism, take 
up a position transverse to that of the magnetic 
axis, i.e. lie (approximately) east and west ; the 
force to which these phenomena are attributed; 
the quality of being diamagnetic, b. That branch 
of the science of magnetism which treats of dia- 
magnetic bodies and phenomena. 

1850 W. Gregory Lett. Anim. Magnetism p. xv, He does 
indeed propose to include under the general term Magnetism 
two forms of it; viz. Paramagnetism . . and Diamagnetism. 
1854 J. Scoffern in OrfsCirc. Sc. Chem. 273 The. .begin- 
ning of the science of dia-magnetism. 1873 Watts Fawned 
Chem. (ed. 11) 88 Diamagnetism must he regarded as a force 
distinct from magnetism. 1877 Le Conte Elem. Geol.ix 879) 
184 Apparent diamagnetism of cleaved slates under certain 
conditions. 

Demagnetize ( dabamce’gnetoiz) , v. [f. Dia- 1 
+ Magnetize, after diamagnetic] trans. To render 
diamagnetic ; to cause to exhibit diamagnetism. 

1877 Miller & McLeod Elem . Chem. 1. (ed. 6) 677 The 
bismuth bars . . will become demagnetized. 

Hence Biama^netiza-tion, the action of de- 
magnetizing, or condition of being demagnetized. 

In mod. Diets. 

Diama:gneto*meter. [f* Diamagnet(ism) 

+ Gr. perpov, after magnetometer.] An instrument 
for measuring diamagnetic force. 

2886 Wormell tr. Von Urbanitzky’s Elect . in Serv. Man 
(1890) 180 Weber constructed an instrument, the diamag- 
netometer, by means of which he measured the magnetic 
moment of bismuth. 

Diamand^e, -mant, -maund(e, etc., obs. ff. 

Diamond. 

Diamantiferons (dobam&ntr ferns), a. [f. 
after mod.F. diamantifbre , f. F. diamant Diamond : 
see -eerous.] Diamond-producing. 

1878 in Academy 14 Sept., The diamantiferons sands of 
the valleys. 1880 Clerke in Fraser's Mag. 822 The dia- 
mantiferous districts of Brazil 

Biamantine (doiamsemtin), a. and si. [a. F. 
diamantin (16th c. in Littre), f. diamant Diamond ; 
see -ine.] A. adj. 

1 . Consisting of, or of the nature of, diamond ; 
containing or producing diamonds. 

1605 Timme Quersit. 1. xii. 49 That he might reduce the 
more pure and ethereall mercury .. into a christalline and 
dyamantine substance. 1676 Phil. Trans. XI. 755 Iron- 
hooks, with which they fetch out the Diamantin-oar. # 1827 
Montgomery Pelican I si. ix. 149 Day after day he pierced 
the dark abyss. .Till he had reach’d its diamantine floor. 

2 . Hard as diamond, adamantine. Obs. 

1591 Sylvester Du Bart as 1. iv. (1641) 35/2 Destinies hard 
Diamantine Rock, a 1649 Drumm. of Hawth. Poems Wks. 
(1711) 29 Doors of eternity, With diamantine barrs. 

B. sb. 

1 . A preparation of adamantine or crystallized 
boron, used as a polishing powder for steel work. 

1884 F. J. Britten Watch # Clocknt. 86 A name may be 
removed from an enamel dial by gently rubbing it with 
a little fine diamantine on the point of the finger. 1889 
Ibid., Diamantine, a preparation of crystallized boron much 
esteemed as a polishing powder for steel work. 

2 , ? A fabric with diamond-shaped pattern. 

1832 East Anglian 21 Feb. (in Queen 19 May 1883), Cor- 
deretts, diamantines, chiveretts. 

t Dia-mber. Pharm. Obs, Also diambre, 
diamfoar. [a. F. diambre , in med.L. diambra : see 
Dia- 2 and Amber.] An old stomachic and cordial 
containing ambergris, musk, and other aromatics. 

2558-68 Wards tr. A lexis’ Seer, so a, He made her also 
eate the confection of Diambre. 1608 Middleton Mad 
World m. ii, Mixed in a stone or glass mortar with the 
spirit of diamber. 

Biamesogamous (donames^gamss), a. Bot. 
[f. Gr. hiapevov the intervening part (f. bia through 
+ fiiao-s middle) + yap-os marriage + -ous.] Of 
flowers : Fertilized by the intervention of some 
external agency, as that of insects or the wind. 

[1883 D’Arcy Thompson tr. Mailer’s Fertil. Flowers 14 
Plants which require external aid to bring their reproductive 
elements together are termed ‘ Diamesogamse *.] 
Diametarily, erroneous f. Diametrally. 
Biameter (doiisenni'tei). Also 4-6 diametre. 
[a. OF. dia - , dyametre (13th c. in Littre; mod.F. 
diamUre ), ad. L. diametrus, -os, a. Gr. biaperpos 
(sc. y pafjtfjLr] line') diagonal of a parallelogram, dia- 
meter of a circle, f. 5 t<£ through, across + phpov 
measure.] 

1 . Geom. A straight line passing through the 
centre of a circle (or sphere), and terminated at 


each end by its circumference (or surface). Hence 
extended to a chord of any conic (or of a quadric 
surface) passing through the centre ; and further, 
to a line passing through the middle points of a 
system of parallel chords (or through the centres 
of mean distances of their points of intersection 
with the curve), in a curve of any order, b. The 
Diagonal of a parallelogram, (obs.) c. gen. 
A line passing from side to side of any body 
through the centre. 

1387 Trevisa Higden (Rolls) VII. 71 pe dyameter [of] a 
figure [is] pe lengest even lyne pat is devysed perynne, take 
who pat may. 1551 Recorde Pathw. Knowl. 1. Def., And all 
the lines that bee drawen crosse the circle, and goe by the 
centre, are named diameters. 1551 — Cast. Knowl. (1556) 18 
Euery right lyne that passeth from side to syde in a globe, 
and toucheth the centre, is aptely called a diameter. 163s 
N. Carpenter Geog. Del. 1. v. no All the Diameters of the 
world concurre, and cut one the other in the Center. 1660 
Barrow Euclid 1. Def. xxxvi. In a parallelogram, when a 
diameter . . [is] drawn. 1726-7 Swift Gulliver 11. iv. 129, 

I paced the diameter and circumference several times. 1706 
Hutton Math. Did. s.v., Diameter, of any Curve, is a right 
line which divides two other parallel right lines, in such 
manner that, in each of them, all the segments or ordinates 
on one side,: between the diameter and different points of 
the curve* are equal to all those on the other side. This is 
Newton’s sense of a Diameter. But, according to some, a 
diameter is that line, whether right or curved, which bisects 
all the parallels drawn from one point to another of a curve. 
2831 R. Knox Cloquet’s Anat. 35 The Thorax, .is measured 
by means of certain ideal lines, named its diameters, which 
pass from the sternum to the vertebral column, or from 
one side to the other. All the diameters are greater below 
than above. 1883 Leudesdorf Cremona'sProj. Geom. 217 
If any number of parallel chords of a conic be drawn, the 
locus of their middle points is a straight line.. This straight 
line is termed the diameter of the chords which it bisects. 

*U In some editions of Lydgate’s Balade of our 
Ladie 87 ‘dyametre ’ is misprinted for 1 dyamaunt* : 
see Skeat Chaucerian Pieces 278, MacCracken 
Minor Poems of Lydgate I. 258. 

2 . The transverse measurement of any geometrical 
figure or body ; the length of a straight line drawn 
from side to side through the centre, esp. of a circle 
or body of circular, spherical, or cylindrical form ; 
width; thickness. 

c 1391 Chaucer Astral, it. § 38 Let this pyn he no lengere 
than a quarter of the diametre of thi compas. iS57 Recorde 
Whetst. iv. b, A Gonne of sixe inches diameter in the mouthe. 
a 1635 Corbet Poems 192 The just proportion .. Of the dia- 
meter and circumference. 1703 Moxon Mech. Exerc. 273 
A Chimny, whose Diameter between the Jambs is eight feet. 
1774 Goldsm. Nat Hist. (1776) VIII. 106 [A wasp] boring a 
hole, .not much wider than the diameter of its own body. 
1812-6 J. Smith Panorama Sc. $ Art l. 312 The power and 
the weight will balance each other, when the power bears the 
same proportion to the weight that the diameter of the axis 
bears to the diameter of the wheel. 1868 Lockyer Elem . 
Astron. ii. (1879) 39 The diameter of the Sun is 853,380 miles. 

t b. ellipt. with numeral expressions : =of (such a) dia- 
meter, or = in diameter (4 a). Obs. 

1663 Gerbier Counsel 69 Balls twelve inches Diameter. 
1718 Lady M. W. Montagu Let. to Ctess Bristol 10 Apr., 
The dome . . is said to be one hundred and thirteen feet 
diameter. 1825 J. Nicholson Operat. Mechanic 191 Some 
. . were not more than 3^ inches diameter. 

C. Geom. The length of the diagonal of a paral- 
lelogram. (obs.) *pd. Arith . A number that is the 
square root of the sum of the squares of the two fac- 
tors of a Diametral number (and hence may be re- 
presented by the diagonal of a rectangle whose sides 
are proportional to these factors, the rectangle itself 
representing the ‘diametral number’). Obs . 

1557 Recorde Whetst. D j, 17 is the diameter to that 
diametralle number 120 [=8X15]. Ibid., 5 is the diameter 
of that platte forme. 

e. Arch. The transverse measurement of a 
column at its base, taken as a unit of measure- 
ment for the proportions of an order. 

2604 Drayton Owle 629 Of Columnes the Diameters doth 
tell. 1727-51 Chambers Cycl. s. v., Diameierof a Column, 
is its thickness just above the base. From this the module 
is taken, which measures all the other parts of the column. 
Diameter of the Diminution , is that taken from the top of 
the shaft. Diameter of the Swelling, is that taken at the 
height of one-third from the base. 2842-76 Gwilt A rchit. 
hi. 1. § 2556 ’Vitruvius in this order [the Tuscan] forms the 
columns six diameters high, and makes their diminution one 
quarter of the diameter. 1850 Leitch Mailer’s Anc. Art 
§ 54 The columns in the temple of Ephesus were eight 
diameters high. 

f. As a unit of linear measurement of the mag- 
nifying power of a lens or microscope. (Cf. also 
quot. 1665 in 4 a.) 

2856 Emerson Eng. Traits , First Visit Wks. (Bohn) II. 

3 His microscopes, magnifying two thousand diameters. 

g. Whole extent from side to side or from end 
to end. 

2602 Shaks. Ham. iv. i. 41 [Slander], whose whisper o’er 
the world’s diameter, As level as the cannon to his blank, 
Transports his poison’d shot. <71645 Howell Lett. I. vi. 
xxxviiu 261, I have traversed the Diameter of France more 
than once. 

f 3 . The diametrical or direct opposite; con- 
trariety, contradiction. Also eliipt. *= in diameter 

4 b. Obs. 

1579 J* Stubbes Gaping Gulf A v, What a diameter of 
religion were it for vs dwelling among Christians, to admit 


from ouer sea, the sons of men in manage? x66x Glanvill 
Vanity of Dogmatizing 76, I shall _ not u ndertake to main- 
tain the Paradox, that stands diameter to this almost 
Catholic opinion. 

4 . Phrases. In diameter, a. lit. in sense 2 (with 
numerals, etc.) : In measurement across through the 
centre ; in width or thickness. (Formerly also in 
the diameter.) 

2577 Dee Eelat. Spirit. (1659) 35 ^ A trunk of fire, which 
. . seemeth to be 4 foot over in the Diameter. 1S65 Phil. 
Trans . I. 60 It would magnifie but 600 times in Diameter. 
a 1719 Addison Italy (T. 1, The bay of N aples . . lies in almost 
a round figure of about thirty miles in the diameter. 1858 
Hogg Veg. Kingd. x 10 The fruit hangs from the tree [baobab] 
by a stalk two feet long and an inch in diameter. 

•f b. Diametrically, directly (with words denoting 
opposition or contrariety) ; in direct opposition. 
[After Gr. etc Ziaphpov uvrucdoBai to lie diametri- 
cally opposite.] (Usually fg.) Also (in lit. sense) 
by a diameter. Obs. (Cf. Diametrical 2, 2 b.) 

1543 Traheron Vigo's Chirurg. vi. i. 181 By flehothomie 
on the contrary syde by a diameter. 1598 B. Jonson Ev. Man 
in Hum. tv. v ii, To come to a publike schoole . . it was 
opposite (in diameter) to my humour. 1643 Milton Divorce 
11. xxi. (1851) 122 To hinder . . those deep and serious re- 
gresses of nature . . is in diameter against both nature and 
institution. 1643 Sir T. Browne Relig. Med. 1. § 3 To stand 
in diameter and swords point with them. Ibid.i, § 51 It is 
not worthy to stand in diameter with Heaven. 

+ c. In a diameter : in a direct line, directly. 
Obs. (Cf. Diametrically 3.) 

a 1682 J. Lacy Sir H. Buffoon 1. Dram. Wks. (1875} 228 
Deriving our pedigree in a diameter from the best blood of 
Europe. 

Hence Bia*metere& a., of a (specified) diameter. 

1707 Sloane Jamaica I. 57 A two or three inch long dia- 
meter’d broad woody pedestal. Hid. 63 A foot diameter’d, 
large, broad, roundish root. 

t Bia*meterly, adv. Obs. rare . [f. prcc. + 

-ly 2 .] - Diametrically 2 b. 

1603 Florio Montaigne in. ix. (1632I 560 Libertie and idle- 
nes.se . . are qualities diameterly contrary to that mysterie. 
1633 Ames Agst.Cerem. 11. 518 So diameterly contrary to it. 

t Bia*meter-wise, adv. Obs. =prec. 

1600 W. Vaughan Direct. Health (1633) 133 Being dia- 
meter-wise repugnant to our Makers commandment. 

Diametral (dai | ce*m Arab, <2 and sb. [a. OF. 
dyametral (14th c. in Godef. Suppl. ; mod.F. diame- 
tral), ad. med.L. diametrdlis, f. diametrus Dia- 
meter: see -al.] A. adj. 

1 . Of or relating to a diameter ; of the nature of 
or constituting a diameter. 

Diametral plane : ( a ) Geom. a plane passing through the 
centre of a sphere or other solid ; ( 3 ) tryst, a plane pass- 
ing through two of the axes of a crystal (see Diametric i). 

1555 Eden Decades 6 An other Ilande .. whose Diametral 
syde extendynge freme the Easte to the weste, they Judged 
to bee a hundreth and fyftie myle 1668 Culpepper & Cole 
Barthol, Anat. 11. iii. 90 The Diametral wideness of the 
lower Belly. 1676 Moxon Print Lett. 46 Through this 
Circle draw a .. Diametral line. 1833 Herschel Astron. 
iii. 151 In the orthographic projection, every point of the 
hemisphere is referred to its diametral plane or base. 1865 
W. S. Aldis Elem. Solid Geom. vi. (28861 85 The locus of 
the middle points of a system of parallel chords of a surface 
is called the diametral surface of the system. 2877 Huxley 
Anat. Jnv. Anim. iii. 162 The diametral folds of the oral 
aperture. 2881 Maxwell Elect r. y Magn. 1 . 12 A diameter 
of an ellipsoid and its conjugate diametral plane. 

t b. Forming, or situated in, a straight line. Obs. 

1594 Blundevil Exerc. in. 1. xv. (ed. 7) 307 When the 
Sunne, the Earth, and the Moone be met in one selfe dia- 
metrall line. 1647 H. More Song of Soul 1. 1. xlvii, The 
Sunne and Moon combine, Then they’re at ods in site 
Diametral!. 

f 2 . Arith. Diametral number : one that is the 
product of two factors the sum of whose squares is 
a square. (Cf. Diameter 2 d.) Obs. 

Thus 3 2 +4 2 =5 2 ; then 3X4=22 is a diametral number. 

2557 Recorde Whetst. C iv b. 2674 Jeake Arith . (1696) 
179 Diametral numbers . . are produced as Oblongs, by mul- 
tiplying their proper parts together. Ibid. 282 All Diametral 
Numbers do set forth a Plain Rectangled Triangle, having 
all 3 Sides known. 

J* 3 . = Diametrical 2. Obs. 

2628 Donne Semt . Ixxii. 726 There is not so direct and 
Diametrall a contrariety between the Nature of any Sinne 
and God, as bet ween e him and Pride. 1641 Ld. J, Digbv 
Sp. in Ho. Com. 21 Apr. 12 , 1 see the best Lawyers in dia- 
metrall opposition. 2666 Sancroft Lex Ignea 22 Your own 
Oppositions direct and Diametral to God, 2768 Life Sir 
Barth. Sapskull I. 56 The genius of pleasure is a diametral 
contradiction to the spirit of trade and commerce, 
f B. sb. Obs. 

1 . A diametral line, diameter. 

2658 Sir T. Browne Gard. Cyrus iii. 56 The in cession or 
locall motion of animals is made . . by decussative diametrals, 
Quincunciall Lines and angles. 2676 Moxon Print Lett, 47 
Through the Diametral c, d, draw another Diametral line, 

2 . A diametral number : see A. 2. 

2674 Jeaice Arith. (16961 184 If 540, pr 432, etc. be Dia- 
metrals, then 54,000 ana 43,200 be the like. 

Bia'metralXy, adv. [f. prec. + -ly 2 .] 

1 . In the way of a diameter ; in a line passing 
through the centre. 

[2486 Bk. St. Albans , Her. F iv b, The lawiste parte ex- 
tendys to the lawist parte of the shelde dyametralit[er].] 
2589 Puttenham Eng. Poesie 11. (Arb.) 221 Ouerthwart and 
dyametrally from one side of the circle to the other. <*163$ 
Mede View Apoc. Wks. v. 917 Which Beasts are here said 
to be ‘in the midst of the Throne’ and 1 round about the 
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Throne ", that is, diametrally placed round about the Throne. 
1882 Proctor in Longm. Mag. Dec. 193 Meteoric streamers 
extending apparently diametrally from the sun. 

f 2 . Directly, in a straight line. Ohs. (Cf. Dia- 
metral 1 b.) 

1604 E. G. D' Acosta’s Hist. Indies t. 6 When as the 
roundnesse of the earth opposeth itselfe diametrally bet wixt 
her [the moon] and the sunne. 1616 Marlowe Faust, yt. 
73 Let thy left eye be diametrally [Q. *604 diametarily] 
fixed on my right heel. 

fS. a. lit. = Diametrically 2 a. Ohs. 

1563 Folk e Meteors (1640' 376 The center, .of the Ravne- 
bow Is Diametrally opposite to the center [of the Sun]. 
1594 Blond evil, Exerc. hi. 1. xv.Ced. 7) 307 The Moone [is] 
said to be diametrally opposite to the Sunne. .When a right 
line drawne from the Center of the Sunne, to the Center of 
the Moon, passeth thorow the Center of the earth. 165a 
Gaule Magastr. 4 a, There are yet In Heaven two Stars 
Diametrally opposite one to the other. 

f b. Jig. = Diametrically 2 b. Ohs. 

r 1532 Dewes hit rod. Fr. in Palsgr. 1077 Coldenes and 
drinesse, .ben diametrally opposite and contrary to hete 
and moisture. 1630 Prynne Anti- Arm in. 2 Diametrally re- 
pugnant to the anciently established. .Doctrine. 1647 Cud- 
worth Serrn. on 1 S. John ii. 3-4 One that should encourage 
that., which is diametrally opposite to God’s. .Being. 

Diametric (dsiamc'trik), a. [ad. Gr. Smjue- 
rpihchs, 1 Siafierpoi Diameter : see -ic.] 

1. Relating to or of the nature of a diameter ; 
diametral. ; 

1868 Dana Min. In trod. {1880) 20 By a diametric plane 
or section , -is meant a plane passing through, any t wo of the 
crystallographic axes. 

2. Of opposition or the like: -- Diametrical 2 . 
1802 H. Martin Helen o/Glenross IV. 51 She is. the dia- 
metric reverse of her sister Lady Cbvington. 1886 J. A. 
Alois in Academy 3 July 2/2 The diametric, the irreconcil- 
able, discord between James Hinton and 1 Church teaching \ 

Diametrical (daiame-trikal), a. [f. as prec. 

+ -AL.] 

1. Of, pertaining to, or of the nature of a dia- 
meter; passing through or along a diameter; 
diametral. 

1553 Eden Treat. News Ind. Ep. to Rdr. (Arb.) 10 They 
were .. antipodes, walking feet e to feete one agaynste the 
other, almost as directly as a diametrical lyne. 1615 Mark- 
ham Pleas , Princes , Angling iii. (1635) 16 He should have 
knowledge in proportions of all sorts, whether Circular, 
square, or Diametncall. 1730 A. Gordon Maffeis Ampkiib, 
291 The diametrical Passage following cross-ways. 1864 H. 
Spencer Illnstr. Univ. Progr. 282 A current proceeding in 
a diametrical direction from the equator to the centre. 

2. Of opposition or the like ; Direct, entire, com- 
plete (like that of two points on a circle at opposite 
ends of a diameter : cf. Diameter 4 b). Usually fig. 

2613 Jackson Creed 11. 221 The Diametncall opposition 
betwixt the spirit of God and the Spirit of the Papacie. 
1642 Fuller Holy <$• Prof. Si. in. xx. 207 The East and 
West Indies.. whose names speak them at diametricall op- 
position. 1753 Smollett CL Fathom (1784) 29/1 Advice 
improperly administered generally acts in diametrical oppo- 
sition to the purpose for which it is supposed tp be given, 
1874 H. R. Reynolds John Bapt. iv. § 1. 247 The dia- 
metrical difference between the Talmud and Christianity. 

f to. Directly or completely opposed, either in 
nature or result. Ohs. 

1647 Saltmarsh Sparkt. Glory (1847) 1 17 When Christians 
are under several forms and administrations, and these 
diametrical, or opposite to each other. 1670 G. H. Hist. 
Cardinals 1, il 55 The two profest diametrical Enemies of 
those virtues, a 1734 North Exam. 1. IL § 3* {17 40) 46 
The Revolution was very quick and diametrical. 

t e. quasi^flfe. — Diametrically 2. Ohs. 

1653 J. Chetwind Dead Speaking x6 Such diametrical op- 
posite effects . .from the same cause. 

Diame trically, adv. [f. prec. + -ly 2 .] 

1. In the manner or direction of a diameter ; 
along the diameter ; straight through. 

.1695 Woodward Nat. Hist. Earth iii. i. (1723T 137 The 
Vapour, .cannot penetrate the Stratum diametricaly. 1794 
T. Taylor Pausanias III. 95 Its breadth, measured dia- 
metrically, may be conjectured to be about Four cubits. 
1826 Scott Mai. Malagr. i. 53 This true course cannot 
always be followed out straight and diametrically. 1889 
Nature 7 Nov. 13 The molecules, which he represents dia- 
metrically. \ 

2. In the way of direct or complete opposition. 
Usually with opposite , opposed , contrary : Directly, 
exactly, entirely, completely. (Cf. prec. 2 .) a. lit. 
of physical opposition. 

C1645 Howell Lett. (1650) 1 . 1. xxvii. 44 Two white keen- 
pointed rocks, that lie under water diametrically opposed. 
1726 tr, Gregory's Astron. I 13 This Planet will not always 
'.attend the Sun, but ■ sometimes .be diametrically opposite to 
it. 1870 R. M. Ferguson Electr. 32 These points are not 
diametrically opposite each other, 
b. fig. (The usual sense.) 

5633 T. Adams Exp. 2 Peter ii. to Vice cannot consist 
with virtue, because it is diametrically opposite. 1672 
Clarendon Ess. Tracts (1727 j 241 That men of equal learn- 
ing . . integrity and . . piety, .should differ so diametrically 
from each other. 1799 J. Robertson Agric. Perth 397 It 
^diametrically contrary to the genius of the British con- 
stitution. 1856 F roudr H ist. Eng. 1 . 118 That the positions 
of England and Spain toward the papacy would be diame- 
trically changed. 1872 Minto Eng. Prose Lit. l i. 51 Two 
kinds of emotion . . diametrically antagonistic. 

+ 3. Directly, in an exact line (with) ; in the way 
of complete agreement. Ohs. rare . 

*661 Sir H. Vane's Politics .6 My Judgement runs dia- 
metrically with his. 
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f Biamietome (dsklmikt^raik), a. and sh. 
Min. Ohs. [f. Gr. ^hiajutcrvSy vbL adj,. from dia~ 
jxiyvvvai to mix up (cf. pucrds, f. fuypwai) ; 
after pluionu , etc.] Applied by Pinkerton to a 
1 domain 5 or division of minerals consisting of 
various substances intimately combined, b. as sh. 
A mineral belonging to this * domain *. 

1811 Pinkerton Petral. I. Introd., The remaining six 
domains, derived from circumstances or accidences, are. . 
8. The Diamictonic, or rocks in which the substances are so 
completely mingled, that it is difficult, .to pronounce which 
preponderates. 1814 Edin. Rev. XXIII. 73 The gross 
error which led to the foundation of the eighth Domain, 
or the Diamictonic as it is entitled^ Ibid. 74 Forming an 
essential character in a system of Diamictonics. 

Biamide (doi-amoid). Chem. [f. Di- 2 4 - 
Amide.] An amide formed on the type of two 
molecules of Ammonia, the hydrogen of which is 
replaced partly or wholly by one or more acid 
radicals. 

1866 E. Frankland Led. Notes Chem. Stud. 374 The 
diamides may be regarded as derived from two molecules 
of ammonia. 

Diamido-. Chem. [Di- 2 + Amido-.] Having 
two atoms of hydrogen replaced by two of the 
radical Amidogen NH a , as Diamido- he' nzene 
C b H^NH 2 ) 2 . 

1880 Friswex.l in Sec. of Arts 446 We have thus produced 
diamidobetizene. 

Biami&Ogen. Chem . See Di- 2 and Ami- 
dogen. 

1887 Athenaeum 9 July 57/2 The preparation of a new 
compound of nitrogen and hydrogen . . He [Curtius] terms 
it hydrazine or diamidogen. It has the composition ex- 
pressed by the formula N2H4. 

Dia min e (dsramain). Chem. [f. Di- 2 + 
Amine.] An amine, or compound derived from 
two molecules of ammonia the hydrogen of 
which is replaced partly or wholly by one or more 

basic radicals, as Ethene-diamine ^ ^ j C 2 H 4 . 

1866 E. Frankland Led. Notes Chem. Stud. 367 The 
diamines are formed by the coupling together two atoms of 
nitrogen in two molecules of ammonia. 1869 Roscoe Elem. 
Chem. 362 Ethylene diamines are volatile bases obtained 
by acting. with ammonia on ethylene dibromide. 

Biasmno-, Biammomo-. Chem. See Di- 2 2, 

Ammo-, Ammonkk 

1873 Watts Eewnes’ Chem. fed. xx) 424 The Diammonio- 

? latinous and Tetrammonio-platinic Compounds, /hid., 
hese tetrammonio-platinous compounds may also be re- 
garded as salts of diammoplatoso-diammonium. 

Diamond (daramsud, dai'mand), sh. Forms : 
a. 4-5 dia-, dyamawnte, 4-6 -maunt, 5-6 dya- 
mant, 5-7 diamant ; 0. 4-5 dia-, dy a- , -maimd(e, 
-mawnde, -moirnde, -mownde, 4-6 -mand(e, 
5 dyamonde, -mount, -monthe, deamoud(e, 
5-6 dyamont(e, diamonde, 5-7 dyamond, 6 
diamont, -munde, 6- diamond ; 7. 7 dimortd, 
8 diamond. [ME. diamant , -aunt , a. OF, dia- 
mcmt (=Pr. diaman, Cat. diamant. It. diamante , 
QHG. demand), ad. late L. diamas, diamani-em 
(med.Gr. dia/xavre ) , an alteration of L. adamas , 

- aniem , or perh. of its popular variant adimant-em 
(whence Pr. adiman, aziman, ay man, OPr.almant), 
app. under the influence of the numerous technical 
words beginning with the prefix Dia-, Gr. tiia-. 

The differentiation of form in late L. was probably con- 
nected with the double signification acquired by adamas 
of 4 diamond ’ and * loadstone ’ (see Adamant) ; for, in all 
the languages, diamant with its cognates was at length 
restricted to the gem, as aimant was in F. to the loadstone. 
In English tbzdyamaund adamaund are distinguished 
from and opposed to each other c 1400 in Maundevile, ed. 
1839, xiv. 161, ed. Roxb. $oc. xvii. 80; bat adamant long 
retained the double sense of late L. adamas : thus Sher- 
wood, 1623, has * An Adamant stone, (F.) aimant, diamant, 
catamite, pierre marinilrei See Adamant. 

The a of the middle syllable has tended to disappear since 
the t6th c., as shown by the spelling di'mond, dimond. 
Sheridan and other early orthoepists recognize, the dissyl- 
labic pronunciation, but most recent authorities reckon 
three syllables. In Shakspere the word is more frequently 
a trisyllable:; ibnt it is very generally dissyllabic in Pope, 
Thomson, Young, Cow per, Keats, and Tennyson,] 

I. 1 . A very hard and brilliant precious stone, 
consisting of pure carbon crystallized in regular 
octahedrons and allied forms (in the native state 
usually with convex surfaces), and either colourless 
or variously tinted. It is the most brilliant and 
valuable of precious stones, and the hardest sub- 
stance known. 

Diamonds are commonly exit in three forms, called Table, 
Rose, and Brilliant : see these words. Plate diamond* 
point diamond, scratch diamond', see quots. 1854, 1880, 
1883. ; 

4:1310 in Wright Lyric P. v. 25 A burde in a hour ase 
beryl so bryht, Ase diamaunde the dere in day when he is 
dyht. c 1388 Chaucer Kntls T. 1289 Of fyne Rubyes and of 
dyamauntzjz/.r. dyamauntis, diamantz], c 2400 Maundev. 
(Roxb.) xvii. 79 Men fyndez dyamaundes gude and hard 
apon |>e roche of f>e adamaund in he see. <1475 Sgr. lows 
Degre 844 in Ritson Romances III. 180 Wyth dyamondes 
set and rubyes bryght. 1501 Bury Wills (Camden) 87 Aryng 
w 6 a dyamond therm. 1553 Eden Treat. Newe Ind. Table 
(Arb.) 12 Of the Adamant stone, otherwise called the Dia- 


mant. 1593 Shaks. 3 Hen. VI. m. I. 63 My Crowne is in 
my heart, not on my head : Not deck’d with Diamonds, 
and Indian stones. 1607 — Timou in. vi. 131 One day he 
giues vs Diamonds, next day stones. 1673 Ray Journ. 
Low C. 127 Diamants and other pretious Stones. _ 1727-46 
Thomson' Summer 142 The lively diamond drinks thy 
purest rays. 1734 Pope Ess. Man iv. 10 Deep with 
di’roonds in the flaming mine. 1750 D. Jeffries Dia- 
monds Sf Pearls 58 The manufacture of Table and Rose 
Diamonds. 1833 N. Arnott Physics ed. 51 II. 1. 189 
Diamond has nearly the greatest light-bending power of 
any known substances, and hence comes in part its bril- 
liancy as a jewel. 1854 J, Scoffern in Orr's Circ. Sc. 
Chem. 9 The operation of scratching on glass may be con- 
ducted . . with a variety of diamond, known as the scratch 
diamond , sold by this name on purpose. 1861 C. W. King 
Ant. Gems (1866) 71 The diamond ..has the peculiarity of 
becoming phosphorescent in the dark after long exposure to 
the rays of the sun. 1880 Birdwood Indian Arts II. 30 
When the natural crystal is so perfect and clear that It 
requires only to have its natural facets polished , . jewellers 
call tit] .a point diamond. 1883 M. F. Heddle in Encycl. 
Brit. XVI. 381/2 The cleavage of certain of the African 
diamonds is so eminent that even the heat of the hands 
causes some of them to fall in pieces. Such diamonds, gener- 
ally octahedra, may be recognized by a peculiar watery 
lustre ; they are called plate diamonds. 

+ b. As a substance of extreme hardness; -r 

Adamant. Ohs. 

c 1400 Rom. Rose 4385 Kerte as hard as dyamaunt, Stede- 
fast, and nought pliaunt. 1590 Spenser F. Q. 1. vi. 4 As 
rock of Diamond stedfast evermore. 1642 Milton ApoL 
Sweet, ii, Zeal, whose substance is ethereal, arming in com- 1 
plete diamond, ascends his fiery chariot. 1656 Hobbes 
Lib. Necess. Chance (1841) 304 Laid down upon the 
hardest body that could be, supposing it an anvil of dia- 
mant. 1667 Milton P. L. vi. 364 On each wing Uriel and 
Raphael his vaunting foe, Though huge, and in a Rock of 
Diamond Armd, Vanquish'd. 

C. Her. In blazoning by precious stones, the 
name for the tincture sable or black. 

1572 Bossewell Armorie il 55 b, The field is parted per 
pale Nebule, Carboncle and Diamonde. 1766-87 Porny 
Her. 19. 

2 . transf. Applied (usually with distinguishing 
epithet) to other crystalline minerals, resembling 
the diamond in brilliancy ; as Bristol diamond , 
Cornish diamond (see Bristol, Cornish), Matura 
diamond , Quebec diamond (see quots.). 

1591 Nashe in Arber’s Garner I. 501 If one wear Cornish 
diamonds on his toes. x6io Holland Camden's Brit. \. 
239 St. Vincent's rock so full of Diamants that a man may 
fill whole strikes or bushels of them. 1665 Hooke Microgr. 
79 SHrise of Crystal, or like the small Diamants I observ’d 
in certain Flints. 1802 R. Brookes Gazetteer (ed. 12), 
Piseck. .Bohemian diamonds are found here. 2886 S. M. 
Burnham Precious Stones 379 The variety [of zircon] ob- 
tained from Matura, Ceylon, where it is called ‘ Matura 
diamond,' is often sold in the bazaars of India for the 
genuine diamond. Hid. 350 Rock Crystal .. is recognized 
by various names, as Bristol, Welsh, Irish, Cornish, and 
California diamonds. 1890 G. F. Kunz Gems N.Amer. 262 
Smallj doubly terminated crystals [of rock-crystal] found in 
the Limestone of the Levis and Hudson River formations, 
and locally called Quebec diamonds. 

S. fig. Something very precious ; a thing or per- 
son of great worth, or (in mod. use) a person of very 
brilliant attainments. (Cf. 7.) 

c 1440 York My si. xxv. 518 Hayll 1 Dyamaunde with 
drewry dight. 1526 Pilgr. Perf. (W. de W. 1331) 183 The 
diamonde moost precyous to mankynde, thy swate sone 
Jesus. 1597 1st Pt. Return fr. Parnass. in. i. 1043 , 1 will 
bestowe upon them the precious stons of my witt, a dia- 
monde of invention. 1651 Reliq. Wotton. 20 His second 
son, Walter Devereux . .was indeed a dyamond of the time, 
and both of an hardy and delicate temper and mixture. 
2888 Froude Eng. in W. Ind. 112 There are many dia- 
monds, and diamonds of the first water, among the Ameri- 
cans as among ourselves. 

b. Something that shines like a diamond ; a glit- 
tering particle or point. 

1814 Scott Ld. of Isles iv. xiii, Each puny wave in dia- 
monds roll'd O’er the calm deep. 1862 Shirley Nugae Grit. 
i. 75 The grass is . . covered with minute diamonds of white 
frost, which sparkle keenly in the winter light. 

4 . A tool consisting of a small diamond set in a 
handle, used for cutting glass ; called distinctively 
glazier's diamond or cutting diamond. 

1697 Lend. Gaz. No. 3331/4 [He] took with him a valuable 
Glasier’s Diamond 1816 Phil. Trans. 266 Having pro- 
cured a common glazier’s diamond. *831 J. Murray Dia- 
mond 37 Points are those minute fragments which are set 
in what are called glazier’s cutting diamonds. 1875 Ure 
Diet. Arts II. 28 The irregular octahedrons with round 
facets are those proper for glaziers' diamonds. 

’ 5 . A diamond- shaped figure, i.e. a plane figure 
of the form of a section of an octahedral diamond ; 
a rhomb (or a square) placed with its diagonals 
vertical and horizontal ; a lozenge. (In early use, 
a solid body of octahedral or rhombohedral 
form.) ' 

1496 in Ld. Treas. Acc. Scot. I. 293 Item for a waw of 
ime, to he dyamondis for guncast, xxv. s. Ibid. 310 Item, 
giffin ' to Johne . Smyth, for hedis to xij speris, and dyamandis 
: to :xxiii| justing speris -xvj ,s. .1651, T. Rum®- Euclid xx 
Rombus, or a Diamond, is a figure having four equal sides, 
but is not right angled. 1831 Brewster Nat. Magic xi. 
(1833) 289 The rows were placed so that the flowers formed 
" what are called diamonds. 1842 S- C. Hall Ireland II. 
■",462 * The Diamond a term frequently, used in the Northern 
Counties, to indicate an assemblage of buildings which, 
taken together, are diamond-shaped. 1889 Kennan in Cen- 
tury Mag. XXXVHI. 167/2 Convicts in long gray overcoats 
with ye£bw diamonds on their backs. Mod. {Mercantile 
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Letter') ‘We send you Bill of Lading of 2 bales Wool, mark 
L in a diamond.’ 

b. spec. A figure of this form printed upon a 
playing-card ; a card of the suit marked with such 
figures. 

1594 Lyly Moth. Bomp. in. iv, My bed-fellow . . dreamt 
that night that the king of diamonds was sick. 1598 Florid 
Quadri, squares, those that we call diamonds or picts upon 
playing cards. 1680 Cotton Gamester in Singer Hist. 
Cards 340 The ace of diamonds. 1710 Brit. Apollo III. 
No, 71. 2/2 The Nine of Diamonds is . . call’d the Curse of 
Scotland. 1712-14 Pope Rape Lock in. 75 Clubs, Diamonds, 
Hearts, in wild disorder seen. 1820 Praed To Julia 78 As 
if eternity were laid , Upon a diamond, or a spade. 1870 
Hardy & Ware Mod. Hoyle 150 Single Besique is composed 
of a Knave of Diamonds and a Queen of Spades laid upon 
the table . . together. This scores 4a 

c. A kind of stitch in fancy needlework. 

1882 Caulfeild & Saward Diet. Needlework 152 Dia- 
mond, a stitch vised in Macrame lace, to vary the design . 
There are three ways of making Diamonds ; The Single . . 
The Double . . and the Treble. 

d. The square figure formed by the four bases 
in the game of base-ball ; also, by extension, applied 
to the whole field. (CIS.) 

*894 Boston (Mass.) JrnL 25 Feb. 3/7 Rulers of the 
Diamond. The National Base Ball League. 

6 . Printing. The second smallest standard size 
of roman or italic type, a size smaller than * pearl 
but larger than ‘brilliant’. Also altrib. [ad. Du. 
diamant : so named by its introducer Voskens.] 

This line is a, specimen of the typo called Diamond. 

1778 Mores Dissert. Eng. Typog. Founders 26 Minion, 
Nonpareil, Pearl, Ruby and Diamond, so named from their 
smallness and fancied prettiness. 1808 C, Stower Printer's 
Gram . 43 Diamond is only pearl face upon a smaller body, 
and seldom used. 1824 J, Johnson Typogr. II. v. 83. 1829 
Carlyle _ Misc. ( 1S57) II. 6 The very diamond edition of 
which might fill whole libraries. 1843 Benny Cycl. XXV. 
455/ 2 Diamond . . is the smallest type used in this country. 
Ibid. 456 The Dutch were the first in Europe to cut Dia- 
mond type. 18 $6 Book aud its Story (ed. 9), 206 The value 
of the type for a Diamond Bible, .is several thousand pounds. 
1889 H. Frowde in Pall Mall G. 26 Nov. 2/3 We specially 
cast the type for the book [the ‘ Finger Prayer-Book ' 3 , which 
is printed, you will see, in ‘ diamond ' and * brilliant ’. 

II. 7 . Phrases, a. Black diamond : (a) a dia- 
mond of a black or dark brown colour, esp, a rough 
diamond as used by lapidaries, etc. ; (b) pi. a name 
playfully given to coal, as consisting, like the dia- 
mond, of car bon. b. Rough diamond', a diamond in 
its natural state, before it is cut and polished; hence 
Jig. a person of high intrinsic worth, but rude and 
unpolished in manners, e. Diamond cut diamond'. 
an equal match in sharpness (of wit, cunning, etc.). 

a. 1763 W. Lewis Comm. Philos. - Techn. 321 A black 
diamond cut and set in a ring. 1849 T. Miller in Gabarni 
in London 43 (Farmer) Were he even trusted with the 
favourite horse and gig to fetch a sack of black diamonds 
From the wharf, i860 Emerson’ Cond. Life, Pozver (xB 6 i) 
S3 Coal.. We may well call it black diamonds. Every 
basket is power and civilization. 1867 JrnL Sac. Arts XV. 
349 The boring machine.. is composed of a steel ring set 
with black diamonds. 

b. 1624 Fletcher Wife for Month iv. ii, She is very 
honest, And will be hard to cut as a rough diamond. 1685 
Boyle Effects of Mot. Suppl. 148 Having at the Diamond- 
Mine purchased . . a rough Diamond. 1700 Dryden Pref. 
Fables (Globe) 503 Chaucer, I confess, is a rough diamond. 
1875 Ure Diet, Arts II. 24 The. value of a cut diamond 
is esteemed equal to that of a similar rough diamond of 
double weight. 1890 T. Kf.yworth in Cassell's Fam. 
Mag. Dec. 49 He was a rough-looking man, and somebody 
called him a rough diamond. 

C. 1628 Ford Lover's Mel. 1. iii, We're caught in our own 
toils. Diamonds cut diamonds. 1642 Fuller Holy $ Prof. 
Si, iv. xi. 293 Then Gods diamonds often cut one another. 
<11700 B. E. Diet. Cant. Crew, Diamond cut Diamond, 
bite the Biter. 1863 Reade Hard Cash xxv, He felt, .sure 
his employer would outwit him if he could ; and resolved it 
should be diamond cut diamond. 1891 J. Winsor Columbus 
xi. 256 In the game of diamond-cut-diamond, it is not always 
just to single out a single victim for condemnation. 

III. altrib. and Comb. 

8 . altrib. Made or consisting of diamond, as 
diamond lens, diamond stone ( = sense 1). 

1553 Eden Treat. Nerve Jnd. (Arb.) 14 inarg. The dia- 
monde stone. 1617 Minsheu Ductor in Ling., A Diamond 
or Picke at Cards, because he is picked and sharpe pointed 
as the Diamond stone. 1771 Eliz. Griffith Lady Burton 
III. 270 The diamond eyes of the Indian idol. 1827 Goring 
in Q. JrnL Sc. <$• Arts XXII. 280 note. Diamond lenses 
I conceive to constitute the ultimatum of the perfection «of 
single microscopes. 1830 Optics 39 (Libr. Useful Know!,) 
Mr. Pritchard finished the first diamond microscope in 1826. 
1831 J. Murray Diamond 39 If the power of the glass lens 
be 24, that of the diamond would be 64. 1841 Longf. Elected 
Knight v, A lance that was ... sharper thau diamond-stone. 

t b. Hard or indestructible as diamond, adaman- 
tine. (Cf. 1 b.) Oh. 

1580 North Plutarch (1656) 800 Those strong diamond 
chains with which Dionysius the elder made his boast that 
he left his tyranny chained to his son. 1586 T. B. La 
Primaud.Fr. Acad. 1. 224 Making men Mr slaves, and 
chaining them ... with diamond chains. 1633 P. Fletcher 
Purple J si. hi. x, With such a diamond knot he often souls 
can hind®. 1659 B.. Harris ParivdTs Iron Ageyiox To 
trye if luck would turn, and whether Fortune would be 
alwayes fixed with a Diamant-Nayle. 

f c. ? Brilliant, shining. Oh. 

; 1579 G. Harvey Letter-bk. (CamdeM 81 Delicate pictures 
V. of most beautifull and diamond wenches, 1583 Stubbes 


Anal. Ahus.i. (1879) 63 To heare their dijrfcie dregs ript vp 
and cast in their diamond faces. 

8. altrib. Set or furnished with a diamond or 
diamonds, as diamond button , clasp, ring , signet. 

1642 Fuller Holy # Prof. St. in. xxii. 213 Some hold it 
unhappy to be married with a diamond ring. 2717 Lady 
M. W. Montagu Let. to Ctess. of Mar x Apr., This smock 
„ . is closed at the neck with a diamond button. 2827 E. 
Turrell in Gills Techn, Repos. I. 195 Diamond turn mgr 
tools. 2837 Carlyle Fr. Rev. 11. vhi, Consider that un- 
utterable business of the Diamond Necklace .. Astonished 
Europe rings with the mystery for ten months. 2880 Clerke 
in Fraser's Mag. 819 The diamond clasp which fastened 
the imperial mantle of Charlemagne. 2892 Laru Times XC. 
283/1 Two diamond rings which he wished to dispose of. 

10. attrib. or adj. a. Of the shape of a diamond 
(see 5) ; lozenge-shaped’ rhombic; forming a de- 
sign consisting of figures of this shape, as diamond 
couching, fret, netting , pattern, work', having ,a 
head or end of this shape, as diamond dibber , nail. 

2598 Barret Theor. Warres in. ii. 77 The nearest . . vnto 
the square of men, is the Diamant battell. 1663 Wood Life 
(Oxf. Hist. Soc.) I. 481 A larg diomond hatchment with 
Canterbury and Juxon impaled. 1667 Primatt City <3* C. 
Build, 160 A Diamond Figure, whose sides are parallel, but 
not at right Angles. 1840 Penny Cycl. XVIII 2x5 s.v. 
Planting, The diamond-dibber, a pointed plate of steel with 
a short iron handle. 2840 Dickens Barn. Fudge i, Its win- 
dows were old diamond-pane lattices. 1858 Archit. Publ. 
Soc . Diet., Diamond fret, a species of checker work in 
which .. a diamond . . is interlaced by the prolongations of 
the diameters of the square. 1874 Knight Diet .. Mech., 
Diamond-nail, a nail having a rhombal head, ibid.. Dia- 
mond-work ( Masonry \ reticulated work formed by courses 
of lozenge-shaped stones, very common in ancient masonry. 

1882 Caulfeild & Saward Diet. Needlework 152. Diamond 
couching [is] one of the Flat Couchings used in Church 
Work. Ibid. 359 Fancy Diamond Netting is worked in 
three different ways. 

b. Having a surface hewn or cut into facets, 
formed by low square-based pyramids placed close 
together. 

2717 Berkeley JrnL Tour Italy 27 Jan. Wks. 1871 IV. 
551 Church of the Carmelites, .in the front a little diamond 
work. 2870 A. Beazeley Specif. F lamb or o' Lightko ,, The 
Gallery-course is to be , . cast with a neat diamond pattern 
as shewn, to give a safe foot-hold. 

11. General combs, a. attributive. Of or relat- 
ing to diamonds, as diamond-bort (see Bout), 
-broker, -carat, -factory, -merchant, -trade \ con- 
taining or producing diamonds, as diamond-bed 
- conglomerate , - deposit , -gravel, -mine. b. objec- 
tive and obj. genitive, as diamond-bearing adj., 
-digging, -polisher, -producing adj., -seeker, -setter, 
-splitter. e. instrumental, as diamond-pmed 
- pointed , -Upped adjs. d. similative, as diamond- 
bright, -distinct adjs. ; also diamond- like adj. e. 
parasynthetic, as diamond-headed -paned, - shaped , 
-tiled adjs. 

a 1618 Sylvester Woodman s Bear Ixxiii, Diamond-headed 
darts. 2628 in Archaeologia { 1883) XLVII. 392 Dyamond 
hoart and divers other materialls for the Cutting and finish- 
ing of our Armes in a Dyamond. 1632 Lithgow Trav. 
iii. 85 The goodliest plot, the Diamond sparke, and the 
Honny spot of all Candy. 1685 Diamond-mine [see 7 b]. 
1704 Phil, Trans. XXV. 1548 Such a Diamond-like Sand. 
1820 Keats Hyperion 1. 220 Diamond-paved lustrous long 
arcades. 183s W 1 llis Pencil lings I. xiv. 108 The diamond- 
shaped stones of the roof. 1842 Tennyson Piston of Sin 
ii, Till the fountain spouted, showering wide Sleet of dia- 
mond-drift and pearly hail. 2863 I. Williams Baptistery 1, 
vii. (1874) 79 Writ. .With a diamond-pointed pen, On a plate 
of adamant. 2872 M. Collins Mrq. <$• Merck . II. x. 300 
Casements diamond -paned. 1876 J, B. Currey in JrnL 
Soc. Arts XXIV. 375 The diamond-bearing soil. Ibid. 
377 Keen-faced diamond brokers. 1880 Clerke in Fraser's 
Mag. 818 It is said. there were diamond-polishers at Nurem- 
berg in 1373. Ibid. 821 The conditions of diamond-digging. 

1883 Archaeologia XLYIL 396 Tavernier, a diamond mer- 
chant and jeweller, who visited Persia in . . 1664. 

12. Special combs. : diamond-bird, an Austra- 
lian shrike of the genus Fardalolus, esp. y°. pimc- 
tatus, so called from the spots on its plumage ; 
diamond-borer, d. boring machine - diamond- 
drill (h); diamond boron, an impure form of boron 
obtained in octahedral crystals nearly, as hard and 
brilliant as the diamond ; diamond-breaker *■ 
diamond-mortar ; diamond-broaching, broached 
hewn-work done with a diamond-hammer ; dia- 
mond cement, cement used in setting diamonds ; 
diamond-crossing, a crossing ott a railway where 
two lines of rails intersect obliquely without com- 
municating (see Diamond-point 2) ; diamond- 
drill, (a) a drill armed with one or more diamonds' 
used for boring hard substances ; (b) a drill for bor- 
ing rocks, having a head set with rough diamonds,, 
a diamond-borer ; diamond- dust «« diamond- 
powder ; diamond-flcoid.es, the ice-plant, Mesem - 
bryanthemum aystallinum ; diamond-field [cf. 
coal-field J, a tract of country yielding diamonds 
from its surface strata; diamond file, fish (see 
quote.) ; diamond-hammer, a mason’s hammer 
having one face furnished with pyramidal • pick 
points for fine-dressing a surface on stone; dia- 
mond hitch, a method of fastening ropes in packing 
heavy loads; diamond-knot {Naut.), a kind of 
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ornamental knot worked with the strands of a. rope ; 
diamond-mill (see quot.) ; diamond-mortar, a 
steel mortar used for crushing diamonds for the 
purposes of the lapidary ; diamond-plaice, a local 
name (in Sussex) for the common plaice {Fleuro- 
nectes platessd), from its lozenge-shaped spots-; 
diamond-plough, (a) a diamond-pointed instru- 
ment for engraving upon glass ; {b) a small plough 
having a mould-board and share of a diamond or 
rhomboidal shape (Knight); diamond-powder, 
the powder produced by grinding or crushing dia* 
monds ; diamond rattlesnake, a rattlesnake (Cro- 
talus adamanteus) having diamond-shaped mark- 
ings ; diamond-spot, collector's name for a moth 
(Bolys tetragonalis) ; diamond-tool, a metal- 
tuming tool whose cutting edge is formed by facets ; 
diamond wedding [after silver w„ golden w.], 
a fanciful name for the celebration of the 60th (or 
according to some, the 75th) anniversary of the 
wedding - day ; diamond - weevil = Diamond- 
beetle; diamond-wheel, a metal wheel used with 
diamond-powder and oil in grinding diamonds or 
other hard gems. See also Diamond-back, etc. 

2840 Penny Cycl. XVIII. 179/2 s.v. Piprinx, Pardalofus 
Punctatus . . Mr. Caley states that this species is called 
^Diamond Bird by the settlers, from the spots on its body, 
2865 Gould Handbk. Birds Austral. 1 . 157 No species.! 
is more widely and generally distributed than the spotted 
Diamond-bird. 2875 Ure Diet. Arts I. 445 1 n soft strata 
it is somewhat difficult to obtain a core by the ^diamond 
borer. 1867 JrnL Soc. Arts XV. 340 ^Diamond boring 
machine. 2875 Ure Diet. Arts 1 . 442 The Diamond Boring 
Machine. .The boring bit is a steel thimble, about 4 inches 
in length, having two rows of Brazilian black diamonds 
in their natural rough state firmly imbedded therein. 2863- 
72 Watts Diet. Chem. I. 628 Adamantine or * Diamond 
Boron . . extremely hard, always sufficiently so to scratch 
corundum with facility, and some crystals are nearly as hard 
as diamond itself. 2880 J. C. Bruce in A rchaeologia XLV I. 
165, I have most frequently found the *diamond-broaching 
in camps which have been repaired by Severus. 2884 G, W. 
Cox Cycl. Com. Things ny A ^Diamond cement. . used by 
Armenian jewellers in setting diamonds, composed of 
gum mastic and isinglass dissolved in spirits of wine! 
1881 E. Matheson Aid Bk. Engineer. Enterp. 252 Where 
a siding crosses a main road without connecting it, what is 
known as a # diamond crossing is used. 1891 Morning Post 
20 Feb. 3/4 Major Marindin strongly recommends .. tha^ 
there should be no diamond crossing worse than one to 
eight. 1827 E. Turrell in Gill's Techn. Repos. I. 129 
Pierced by very fine ^diamond drills. 1881 E. Mathesoj* 
Aid Bk. Engineer. Enterprise 391 Diamond drills, .will 
pierce the hardest known rocks. 2844-57 G. Bird Ur in. 
Deposits (cA. 5)221 Awhile powder, .of a glistening appear- 
ance, like *diamond-dust. 2767 * Mawe ' [J. Abercrombie! 
Ev. Matt own Gardener Feb. 50 ^Diamond ficoides, ox; 
ice plant. 1812 Mrs. M. Starke Beauties of C. M. Maggi 
48 The Ice-plant, properly called, the Diamond-Fieoides, 
1876 J. B. Currey in JrnL Soc. Arts XXIV. 379 The dis- 
covery of the ^diamond-fields. 2884 F. J. Britten Watch 
# Clockm. 88 A ^Diamond file is formed of a strip of copper 
with diamond powder hammered into it. 1854 Adams, 
Baikie & Barron Nat . Hist. 93 Family. .^Diamond Fishes 
(also called Bony-Pikes) Lepisosteidse. 2858 A rchit. Publ. 
Soc. Diet „ * Diamond hammer, a tool used by masons^ in 
the Isle of Man and in parts of Scotland for ‘fine pick 
dressing ’ limestone and granite. 2883 Specif. N. East. 
Railw., Alnwick <$• Comhill Br. Contr. No. 2. 5 The face 
is to be either tooled, or broached with a diamond hammer* 
2769 Falconer Diet. Marine (1789) s. v. Knot, There are 
several sorts, which differ in . . form and size : the principal 
of these are the *diamond-knot, the rose-knot, the wall- 
knot. 1867 Smyth Sailor's Word-bk., Diamond-knot, an 
ornamental knot worked with the strands of a rope, some- 
times used for bucket-strops, on the foot-ropes of jib-booms, 
man-ropes, etc. 2884 F. J. Britten Watch $ Clockm. 87 
[In a] ^Diamond Mill., for cutting and polishing ruby 
pallets and other hard stones, discs charged with diamond 
powder and rotated at a high speed are used* 2853 Boyer 
PantropJi. 237 The flounder, the brill, the ^diamond and 
Dutch plaice. 2827 J. Lukens in GilPs Techn. Repos, 1 . 76 
On an improved ^Diamond Plough .. for cutting Circular 
Lines upon Glass. — E. Turrell ibid. 195 On Diamond 
ploughs for Engravers. 1753 Chambers Cycl. Supp. s. v., 
^Diamond Powder is of great use for grinding hard sub-’ 
stances. 2802 T. Thomson Chem. I. 47 Diamond powder 
can only be obtained by grinding one diamond against 
another. 2883 Times 26 Mar. 7/6 Of all the shake varieties 
. . the *diamond rattlesnake . . seems to be the most deadly. 
2819 G. Samouelle Entonwl. Compend. 436 The ^diamond 
spot. 1873 Punch 23 Nov. 2x0/2 ^Diamond Wedding* 
2892 Haydn Diet. Dates 1058 _ Diamond weddings after 
a union of 60 years, some apply it to 75 years. 

Dramond, v. [f. prec. sb.] 

1 . trans. To furnish or bedeck with diamonds. 

2752 H. Walpole Lett. H. Mann (1891) II. 241 He plays,’ 

dresses,, diamonds himself, even to distinct shoe-buckles for 
a frock/ ' 

2 . fig. To adorn as with diamonds. (Cf. hnpearll) 

1839 Bailey Festus xvL (1852) 211 Wreathed round with. 

flowers and diamonded with dew. 1845 James A. Neil 111 , 
xvi, The tears rolled oyer the long lashes, and diamonded 
her cheek. 2878 Lowell Lett. (1894) II. 2x6 Just as we 
got there* it cleared, and all the thickets .. were rainbowed 
and diamonded by the sun. 

b. To make glittering like a diamond. 

2839 Bailey Festus xiii. <2852) 157 The first ray Perched* 
on Ms [a bard’s] pen, and diamonded its way. 

3 . nonce-use. To call or name (diamonds). 

1859 Tennyson Idylls , Elaine 503 ‘Advance and take 
your prize The diamond ’ but he answer’d, * diamond me 
No diamonds 1 for God’s love, a little air 
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Hence Bi*amon.dingf vbl sb., adornment with or 
as with diamonds ; brilliant ornamentation. 

4:1818 Keats Notes on Milton in Ld. Houghton Life 
^848) L 277 The light and shade, the sort of black bright- 
ness, the ebon diamonding . . of the following lines, a 1821 
«— Castle Builder, Their glassy diamonding on Turkish 
floor. 

Bramond-back, a. and sb. [Short for next.] 

A. adj. = Diamond-backed, having the back 
marked with one or more lozenge-shaped figures. 

B. sb. a. The Diamond-back Moth (see quots.). 
fo. The Diamond-backed Turtle. 

1819 G. Samouelle Eniomol. Compend. 4 36 The testaceous 
Diamond - back, Tortrix trapezana. 1891 Miss^ E. A. 
Ormerod in Jml. R. Agric. Soc . 30 Sept. 599 The pale 
patterns along these edges form diamond-shaped marks, 
whence the English name ‘ diamond-hack moth \ Ibid. 61 1 
These showed unmistakable signs of diamond-back cater- 
pillar ravage.. 1895 Lippincotfs Mag, Jan., The diamond- 
back f turtle] is undeniably and unspeakably ugly. 

Diamond-backed, a. [f. Diamond sb. + 
Backed r.] Having the back marked with lozenge- 
shaped figures. 

Diamond-backed turtle or terrapin , the fresh-water tor- 
toise of the Atlantic coast of N. America, Malademmys 
falustris. 

1895 Daily News 14 Jan. 5/3 Diamond-backed terrapin 
are the newest pets of fashionable folk in the States. They 
..are chiefly adopted by artists at present, but are to be 
found in some boudoirs as well as studios. 

Diamond-beetle. A South American beetle 
Curculio ( Entimus ) imperialis, of which the elytra 
are studded with brilliant sparkling points; also 
applied to other species of Curculio, and (with 
qualifications) to other beetles with splendid mark- 
ings. 

380 6 G. Shaw Gen. Zbol. VI. 1. 65 The most brilliant and 
beautiful is the Curculio imperialis .. commonly known by 
the name of the Diamond Beetle. ^ 1839 J O. Westwood 
Mod. Class}/. Insects I. 340 The various species of diamond 
beetles surpassing (in their colours) the majority of Coleop- 
terous insects. 3860 W. S. Dallas Anim. Kingd. 2ig Few 
insects can boast of greater magnificence than the well- 
known Diamond-beetle of Brazil, i860 G. Bennett Nat. 
in Austral. 273 The Diamond beetle of Australia of green 
and gold tints (Chrysolopns spectabilis). 

Dramond-ctit, a . and sb. 

A. adj. 1. Cut into the shape of a diamond or 
rhomb. 

1637 Bursars Bk. Gonville «$• Cains Coll, in Willis & 
Clark Cambridge (1886) I. 194 Paveing the chappell with 
stones diamond cut. c 1710 C. Fiennes Diary { 1888) 238 
Y a windows.. are all diamond Cut round the Edges. 

2. Cut with facets like a diamond ; cut in relief 
in the form of a low square-based pyramid, pointed 
or truncated. 

Diamond-cut glass, thick glass cut into grooves or channels 
of V-shaped section crossing one another obliquely so as to 
leave pyramid-shaped projections ; a common style of orna- 
mentation in cut glass. 

1703 Lond. Gaz. No. 3973/4 A Diamond cut Steel-headed 
Cane. 1717 Berkeley Jrnl. Tour Italy Wks. 1871 IV. 
541 Well-built streets, all hewn stone, diamond-cut, rustic, 
f B. sb. Obs. 

1691 tr. Emiliantte's Frauds Romish Monks 27 A magnifi- 
cent Structure, all of hewn Stone of a Diamond-Cut. 3698 
Fryer Acc. E. India 4 * P. 214 If it be very fair and cut 
Diamond-Cut . . The second sort of Ruby is White, .which 
also is of good esteem, if cut of a Diamond-Cut. 

Bramond-cntter. A lapidary who cuts and 
polishes diamonds. So Di amond-cutting sb., the 
art of the diamond-cutter. 

1722 Lond. Gaz. No. 6100/4 Moses Langley . . Diamond- 
Cutter. > 1827 GUI's Techn. Repos. I. 4 The diamond-cutter 
seats himself in front of his work-board 1872 Yeats 
Growth Comm. 213 The art of diamond-cutting introduced 
by Jews driven from Lisbon to Amsterdam. 

Di*amonded, a. [f. Diamond sb. or v. + -ed.] 
X. Adorned with or wearing diamonds. 

_ i860 Emerson Cond. Life, Behaviour (1861) 111 As when, 
in Paris, the chief of the police enters a ballroom, so many 
diamonded pretenders shrink, and make themselves as in- 
conspicuous as they can. 1885 A. J. C. Hare Russia iii. 
143 Diamonded saddle-cloths and trappings. 

D. fig. Adorned as with diamonds. 

1830 Tennyson Poems 144 The diamonded night 1831 
J. Wilson Unimore 1. 26 Dew-diamonded daisies, i860 
Ld. Lytton Lucile 1, iv. § 6 The scarp’d ravaged mountains 
. . Were alive with the diamonded shy salamander. 

2. Marked or furnished with lozenge-shaped 
figures or parts; having the figure of a diamond. 

1643 Fuller Holy 4 Prof. St. v. vi. 382 Break a stone . , 
or lop a bough . . and one shall behold the grain thereof . . 
diamonded or streaked in the fashion of a lozenge. 1820 
Keats Eve St. Agues xxiv, A casement high and tripie- 
arch’d. .And diamonded with panes of quaint device. 1880 
Dorothy 25 Came through the diamonded panes. 

1 3. fig. ? Endowed with the characteristics of 
the diamond ; brilliant and keen. Obs. 

1641 J. Jackson True Evang. T. n. 138 These pointed 
and diamonded speeches, which doe indeed leave a sting . . 
in the mind of the pious Auditor. 

BiamondiTerous, a. [f. Diamond + -(i)fer- 
ous, in imitation of diamantiferous , F. diaman- 
t if ere, from med. L. diamant-em.} Diamond- 
producing. 

1870 Echo 14 Oct., Those who have rushed to the dia- 
mondiferous region [of S, Africa]. 1870 Daily News 21 Dec., 
A new diamondiferous track had been discovered. 1877 
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W. Thomson Voy. Challenger IT. vi. 116 Sufficient dia- 
mondiferous country is already known to provide many 
years’ employment for a large population. 1885 limes 
20 Apr. 4/4 Filled, .with a blue diamondherous mud. 

Bramozxdize, v. [f. Diamond sb. + -ize.] 

1. trans. To bedeck with, or as with, diamonds. 
3509 B. Jonson Ev. Man out of Hum. in. iv, Modellizing, 

or enamelling, or rather diamondizing of your subject. 1863 
Ouida Held in Bondage (1870) 52 Diamondized old ladies. 

2 . To convert into diamond. 

1893 E. L. Rexford in Barrows Pari. Relig. I. 516 The 
diamondizing of soot. , „ _ 

Diamond-point. [f. Diamonds A + Point sb.} 
X. A stylus tipped -with a fragment of diamond, 
used in engraving, etc. 

1874 Knight Diet. Meek. I. 698/1 Wilson Lowry intro- 
duced the diamond-point into engraver’s ruling-machines. 
3883 Every Man his own Mechanic § 569 The diamond 
point . , is used for roughing very small and delicate work 
that will not bear the gouge. 

2 . Railways. Usually in pi. The set of points at 
a diamond crossing, where two lines of rails inter- 
sect obliquely without communicating, forming a 
diamond or rhombic figure ; in sing, one of the 
acute angles formed by two vails at such a crossing. 

1881 Daily News 15 Sept. 3/2 It [a train] had to pass 
over a diamond point. 1890 Morning Post. 24 Oct. 6/7 
A North British mineral train, while crossing a set of 
diamond points, ran off the line. 1894 West lit. Gaz. 24 July 
5/2 On reaching the diamond point the guard’s van next the 
engine jumped the metals. > _ _ ' „ 

3. attrib ., as diamond-point chisel a chisel having 
the comers ground off obliquely. 

1874 Knight Diet. Meek. s. v. Chisel. 
Diamond-snake. A name given to various 
snakes or serpents having diamond-shaped mark- 
ings, esp. a. a large Australian serpent, Morelia 
spilotes ; b. a venomous Tasmanian serpent, Hop- 
locepkahis superbus. 

1814 Sporting Mag. XLIV. 93 A snake, of the diamond 
species was lately killed at St. George’s River.. New South 
Wales. 1847 Leichhardt Jrnl. iii. 78 Charley killed a 
diamond snake, larger than any he had ever seen before. 
1850 J. B. Clutterbuck Port Phillip iii. 43 The diamond 
snake is that most dreaded by the natives. 1863 Wood 
Nat. Hist . 117 It is called the Diamond snake on account 
of the pattern of its colours., arranged so as to produce 
a series of diamonds along its back. 1882 Miss .C. C. 
HortEY Snakes 423 The Diamond snake ...on the mainland 
is the harmless Python molurus, and in Tasmania the 
venomous Hoplocephalus super bus, with very broad scales. 

Diamond-spar. Min. [ad. Ger. demant- 
spath (Klaproth 1786), so called from its extreme 
hardness ] (See quot). 

1804 R. Jameson Min. I. 93. 1807 J, Murray Syst. 
Chem. III. 593 The Diamond spar, which has been dis- 
tinguished from corundum/appears to be a variety of it. 

Br amend- wise, adv. [see -wise ] In the 

manner or form of a diamond or lozenge. 

1330 Palsgr. 799 Dyamant wyse, lyke or in maner of a 
dyamant. 1582 N. Lichefield tr. Castankeda's Conq. 
E. hid. Ixxvi. 154 b, Of sundrye coulours, the which was 
wrought Diamond wise. 1688 R. Holme Armoury rn. 
100/1 Diamond wise . . is . . anything set or hung having 
one corner of the square set upwards, the other downwards. 
1698 Fryf.r Acc. E. India f P. 158 His Effigies.. upon it 
Escutcheon, or Diamond-wise. 

Diamond-work : see Diamond 10. 
t Dia*morcm. Pharrn. Also.; diameron. [L. 
diamoron , a. Gr, bia pSpoov ‘made from black 
mulberries.’] A preparation of syrup and mul- 
berry juice, used as a gargle for a sore throat. 

C1400 Lanfranc’s Cirurg, 218 pan make him a gargarisme 
wij? a decoccioun . . wip he which he distemperid jherwib dia- 
meron. Ibid. 262 ]?an ]?ou muste make consumynge [ungis 
as diameron & sappa michum. 3647 Ward Simp. Colder 
10 fit] will be found a farre better Diamoron for the Gar* 
garismes this Age wants. 

I! Diamorphosis (doiamguftsis, -ro?ifi?u*sis). 
Biol. [mod. L., a. Gr. hapopcpcoais, n of action f. fiia- 
fxofxpo-eiv to form, shape, f.Bia- through, thoroughly, 
asunder (see Dia- 1 ) + pop<p^ form,] 

1 . 4 The building up of a body to its proper form * 
(Syd. Soc, Lex. 1883). 

2 . erroneously for Dimorphism. 

1861 H. C. Wood in Quart. Jrnl. of Micr. Sc. I. No. 3, 
157 (title). On the Diamorphosis of Lyngbya, Schizogonium, 
and Prasiola. 

Dia*myl. Chem. [Di- 2 .] A. sb. The organic 
radical Amyl in the free state,C 10 H 22 =G 5 
B. attrib. and Comb. Containing two equivalents 
of amyl, as diamylaniline . 

3850 Daubeny Atom. Th. viji. (ed. 2) 241 Diamylaniline, 
where 2 atoms [of hydrogen] are replaced by amyle and 1 by 
aniline. 1869 Roscoe Elem. Chem . 333 Diamyl . . is obtained 
by acting on amyl iodide with sodium. 

Diajmylene. Chem. See Di- 2 and Amylene. 
t Bi'an. Obs. Also 6 diana. [a. F. diane 
(16th c. in Littrf), Sp. diana, a heating of the 
drum at day-break, It. diana i a kind of march 
sounded by trumpetters in a morning to their 
generall and captaine ’ (Florio 1598), f. dia day. 
Cf. L. quoti-dianus , etc.] A trumpet call or drum- 
roll at early mom. Also attrib., as dian- sounding. 

1 S 9 I Garrard Art Warre 29 Even until the Diana be 
sounded through all .the Campe. 1632 Urquhart jewel 


Wks. (1834) 180, I warn them with the first sound of the 
trumpet., but if, after this Dian.sounding [etc.]. «i6 78 

Marvell Appleton House 292 Poems 208 The bee through 
these known allies hums Beating the dian with Us drums. 

Diana (doiisema, dai^ na), anglicized 4- Dian 
(dsi-an). Also 3-6 Diane, 6 Dyane, Dean. [a. 
L. Diana in F. diane , whence Eng. Diane, Dian, 
retained as a poetic form.] 

X. An ancient Italian female divinity, the moon- 
goddess, patroness of virginity and of hunting; 
subsequently regarded as identical with the Greek 
Artemis, and so with Oriental deities, which were 
identified with the latter, e.g. the Artemis or Diana 
of the Ephesians. 

c 120S Lay. 1145 A wifmonnes liche, Diana [c 1273 Diane] 
wesihaten, 1382 Wyclif Acts xix. 24 Makinge siluerene 
housis to Dian. a 1400-50 Alexander 2299 To Dyanaas 
temple. 1508 Dunbar Goldyn Targe 76 Dyane the goddesse 
chaste of woddis grene. 1590 Shaks. Mids. N. 1. i. 89 Or on 
Dianaes Altar to protest For ate; austerity, and single life. 
Ibid. iv. i. 78 Dians bud or [=o’er] Cupids flower, Hath 
such force and blessed power. 1791 Cowper Odyss. iv. 153 
Dian, goddess of the golden bow. 

b. poet. The moon pei sonified as a goddess. 

1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. vnu xvii. (1495) 328 The 
mone is callyd Dyana, goddes of wodes and of groues. 1660 
Shirley Andromana 11. v, Pale-fac’d.Dian .maketh haste to 
hide Her borrow’d glory in some neighb’ring cloud. 3818 
Byron Ch. Har. iv. xxvii, Meek Dian’s crest Floats through 
the azure air. 

f c. Alluding to Acts xix. 24: Source of gain. 
1640 Somner Antiq. Canterb. 237 So loth were they to 
forgo their Diana. 1681 J. Houghton Coll. Husb. 4* Trade 
28 April, No. 353 They.. are prohibiting our wollen manu- 
factures which is our Diana. 

d. attrib. or adj. Virgin, unsullied. 

1870 J. Orton Andes 4- Amazons ix. (1876) 144 Snow of 
Dian purity. 

2 . In early Chemistry a name for silver. 

(By the astro-alchemists also called Luna, from the 'silver* 
light of the moon: cf. the other planetary names of the 
metals Sol, Mercury , Venus, Mars , fupiter, and Saturn, 
i.e. gold, quicksilver, copper, iron, tin, and lead.) 

Hence Tree of Diana, Arbor Dianas: the dendritic 
amalgam precipitated by mercury from a solution of nitrate 
of silver. 

1706 Phillips (ed. Kersey), Diana’s Tree . , whereby a 
Mixture of Silver, Quick-silver and Spirit of Nitre maybe 
Crystallized in shape of a Tree, with little Balls at the end 
of its Branches representing Fruit. 1798 G. Gregory ( Econ . 
Nature (1804) II, 247 note , Diana’s tree, from the whim of 
the alchemists . . who appropriated silver to the Moon, or 
Diana. 1849 J. R. Jackson Minerals 287 A pretty metallic 
vegetation in glass jars .called the Tree of Diana. 

8 . Diana monkey, Cercopithecus Diana, a large 
African monkey, so named from a crescent-shaped 
white marking on its forehead. 

1812 Smellie & Wood Buffons Nat. Hist. X. 190 This 
monkey, .is the same animaithat Linnaeus has called Diana. 
i860 Wood Illnstr. Nat, Hist. I 49 The most conspicuous 
feature in the Diana Monkey is the long and sharply pointed 
beard. 

[Dianatic, misprint in Phillips (ed. Kersey] 1 706 
for Dianoetic. bee List of Spurious Words.} 
t Dia n.de r. Bot. Obs. [ad. F. diandie, ad. 
mod.L. diandrtts, f, as next.] A plant bearing 
flowers with two stamens. 

1828 in Webster. 

It Biandria (doiiaemdria). Bot. [mod.L. (Lin- 
naeus, 1735), f- Gr. type Hiavdpos, mod.L. diandrus 
twice, + avdp-, stem of di^p, man, male : see 
Monandria, Polyandrta.] llie second class in 
the sexual system of Linnseus, comprising all plants 
having two stamens. 

1753 Chambers Cycl. Supf s.v. Diandria. of this class of 
plants are the jessamine, phillerea, olive, rosemary, etc. 

Hence Dia*ndrian of or pertaining to the class 
Diandria. 1828 in Webster. 

Diandroas (doiise.*ndrss), a. Also 8 -ions, 
[f. mod.L. diandrus (seeprec. and Monandrous).] 
X. Bot. Belonging to the class Diandria; two- 
stamened. 

3770 Gray Lett. Wks. 1884 III, 383 Sage-tea . . is a poly- 
dynamious plant, take my word; though your Linnaeus 
would persuade us it is merely diandrious. 1806 J. Galpine 
Brit. Bot. 38 Bromus . . flor. lanceolate, nerved, furrowed, 
diandrous. 1830 Lindley Nat. Syst. Bot. 229 Irregular 
diandrous or didynamous stamens. 

2 . Zool. Having two male mates. 

1885 C. Trotter in A cademy 6 June 395/3 He also records 
a polyandrous, or rather diandrous, species among the birds. 

t Bianeme*tic,m Obs. rare- 1 , [ad. Gr. Stave- 
firjriKos distributive, f. htavepHv to distribute.] = 
Distributive. 

1675 R. Burthogge Causa Dei 72 In Distributive (or as 
Aristotle calls it, Dianemetic) Justice. 

Bianite (dsi'ansit). Min. Name given by Von 
Kobel in i860 to a variety of Columbite, supposed 
to contain a new metal called by him Dianium . 
1863 Amer. Jrnl Sc. Ser. 11. XXXI. 36a 
Di*anize, v. nonce-wd. [f. Diana + -ize.] intr . 
To 4 moon ’ (with an allusion to the myth of Endy- 
mion). 

1834 Medwin Angler in Wales II. 49 If our Endymion 
had been Dianizing, I should not have been surprised. 

Dianodal (doian^i'dal), a. Math. [f. Dja -1 
-h Node + -al.] Passing through nodes. Dianodal 


BIAHOETIC, 


DIAPENTE, 


curve or surface : one passing through the nodes of 
a given curve or surface* 

1870 Cayley mProc. Lond. Math . Soc. III. 199 The ninth 
node of the Sextic may be any point whatever on the dia- 
nodal curve. 

Dianoetic (doianoje-tik), a* and sb. Metaph. 
[ad. Gr. Btayoyrinos of or pertaining to thinking, f. 
SiavorjTos, vbl. aclj. from Stavoi-ta&at to think, subst. 
the process of thought, f. 8m- through, thoroughly 
+ vtil-eiv to think, suppose.] 

A. adj. Of or pertaining to thought ; employing 
thought and reasoning ; intellectual. 

1677 Gale Crt. Gentiles II. m. 92 Dianoetic Philosophic, 
which is the assent to conclusions by discourse from first 
principes. 1732 Berkeley Alciphr . vil § 34 A Dianoetic 
Academy, or seminary for free-thinkers. 1829 Sir W. Hamil- 
ton Discuss. (1852) 4 The dianoetic or discursive faculty .. 
the faculty of relations or comparison. 1885 J. Martineau 
Types Eth. Th. II. n. iii. § 1.518 The theories of the dia- 
noetic moralists. 

B. sb. Metaph . (See qiiot) 

1836-7 Sir W. Hamilton Metaph. (1877') II. xxxviii. 350, 

I would employ the word noetic. , to express all those cogni- 
tions that originate in the mind itself, dianoetic to denote 
the operations of the Discursive, Elaborative, or Comparative 
Faculty. 

t Bianoe'tical, a. Obs . [f. as prec. + -al.] 
= prec. adj. 

1570 Dee Math. Prep. 2 The Mercurial fruite of Dianoeti- 
call discourse. 1588 Fraunce Lawiers Log. 11. ix. 97 The 
disposition dianoeticall is when one axiome by reason is 
inferred of another. 1682 H. More A nnot. GlanvilVs Lux O. 
253 As if the one were Noematical, the other Dianoetical. 

Bianoe'tically, adv. [f. prec. + -ly 2 .] In 
a dianoetic manner; by or with the reasoning 
facility ; intellectually. 

1822 T. Taylor Apuleius 365 The Demiurgus .. is said to 
energize dianoeticaUy, and to reason. 

Dianoialogy (dohanoiiae’lodsi). Metaph . [f. 

Gr. Siavoia intelligence, understanding, thinking + 
-logy. The analogically regular form would be 
dianceologyf\ Term proposed by Sir W. Hamilton 
for : That portion of logic which deals with dia- 
noetic or demonstrative propositions. So also 
Bi-*an©iaXo*gi©aX a. 

1846 Sir W. Hamilton Dissert, in Reid’s Wks. 770. 

Bianome (daranflum). Math. [f. Gr. diavcfirf 
distribution : so called as having nodes of determi- 
nate distribution.] A surface, generally a quartic 
surface, having all its nodes, if in excess of the 
number which can be arbitrarily assumed, situated 
on a surface, called dianodal, which is determined 
by the arbitrary points. 

1874 Salmon Analyt. Geom. 0/ three Dimetts. (ed. 3) 507. 

H Biantlras (daijse-njns). Bot. [f. Gr. A iU of 
Jupiter + dvOos flower (Linnseus).] A genus of 
caryophyllaceous flowering plants, which includes 
the pinks and carnations; a flower of this kind. 
Hence BiamtMne, name of an aniline dye. 

1849 Florist 289 The three florists' species of Dian thus, the 
Carnation, Picotee,and Pink. 1869 Ruskin Q. of Air % 84 
Later in the year, the dianthus . . seems to scatter, in multi- 
tudinous families, its crimson stars far and wide, i860 
Sunday Times 5 Aug. 7/1 Another new colour, .called Dian- 
thine . . extracted from gas tar. The shades range from a 
deeppurple to a brilliant rose. 

+ JDia'ntre, -ter, int. Obs. [a. F. diantre 
(16th c. in Littre), euphemism for Stable .] Devil ! 

175* Female Foundling I. 151 Dianter ! what Strength 

ou have, when you please t Ibid. 1. 181 Diantre, you have 

een prudent. 

ii DiapaTma. Pharm. [med. or mod.L. f. 
Dia- - + L. palma palm : in F. diapalme. ] A desic- 
cating or detersive plaster composed originally 
of palm oil, litharge, and sulphate of zinc, now of 
white wax, emplastrum simplex, and sulphate of 
zinc. 

1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. iv. iv. 186 We as highly 
conceive of the practice in Diapaltna, that is in the making 
of that plaister, to stirre it with the stick of a Palme. 1660 
Boyle New Exp. Phys. Meek, xxii. 176 We stopt: the mouth 
of the Glass with a flat piece of Diapalma, provided for the 
purpose. 1741 Campl, Fam. Piece 1. i. 30 Take of Diapalma 
melted down very thin, with Oil of Chamomile 1 Ounce. 
1883 in Syd. Soc. Lex. 

Brapase. Anglicized form of Diapason, 
used by the poets. 

1591 Spenser Tears of Muses 549 Melodious measures, 
With which I . ■ make a tunefull Diapase of pleasures. 1647 

H. More Song of Soul 1. 11. xv, From this same universal! 
Diapase Each harmony is fram'd. 1632 Benlowes Tlteoph. 
vi. lxv, On the trembling cords his swift hand strayes, And 
clos’d all with full Diapaze. 1880 Mrs. Whitney Odd or 
Even f xxiv. 255 The ceaseless soft crush of the waterfall 
kept up its gentle diapase. 

Biapasm (dsrapsez’m). Obs. or arch. [ad. L. 
diapasma, a. Gr. Stanacrfia, f. Sianacnr-uv to sprinkle 
over. In mod. F. diapasmei] A scented powder 
for sprinkling over the person. 

1599 B. vJonson Cynthifs Rev. v. ii, There’s an excellent 
diapasm in a chain, too, if you like. 1657 G. Starkey Hel~ 
motit's Find. 121 Chymistry is larger then to be totally 
comprehended by the Art of Medicine, for by it are pre- 
pared Diapasmes. [1706 Phillips (ed. Kersey 1 , Diapasma , 
a Pomander or Perfume.] 1863 Sala Caff. Dangerous 

I. i. 21 She had an exquisitely neat and quick hand for .. 
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confecting of diapasms, pomanders, and other sweet 
essences. 

Biapasoa (dsiap^'zsn), sb. Also 4-5 dyapa- 
son)e, 6 dio-, dyopason, 7 diapazon. [a. L. 
diapason , a. Gr. Btaixdowv, or divisim did ira<r&v 
(sc. xop 5 a)?/), more fully 97 Bid TtaaSiv xopBuv 
<pojvia , the concord through, or at the interval of, all 
the notes of the scale, f. Sid through + iraow, 
genit. pi. fern, of way all. Cf. 17 Bid reacrapcav the 
interval of a fourth, 97 Bid irevre of a fifth, etc. Cf. 
also F. diapason (12th c. in Hatz.-Darm.), whence, 
in 16-1 7th c., accented by poets diapason, but 
already before 1600 with stress on penult.] 

f 1 , The interval of an octave ; the consonance of 
the highest and lowest notes of the musical scale. 

Spoken of by early musicians as ‘a Consonance of eight 
sounds and seuen Interuals ’ (Dowland) in reference to the 
intermediate notes of the diatonic scale : cf. sense 3. 

1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. xix. exxvi. (1495V926 
Musyk hath names of nombres as it faryth in Dyatesseron 
Dyapente and in Dyapasone and in other Consonanciis and 
accordes. 1413 [see Diapente x]. 1509 Hawes Past . Pleas. 
xvr. ii, The lady excellent. Played on base organs expedient, 
Accordyng well unto dyopason, Dyapenthe, and eke dyetes- 
seron. 1626 Bacon Sylva § 183 It disyovereth. the true Co- 
incidence of Tones into Diapasons, which is the return of the 
same Sound. 1787 Hawkins Johnson 376 note, Answering 
to the unison, the diapente, the diatessaron, and the dia- 
pason, the sweetest concords in musick. 

fb. In ancient music, in names of compound 
intervals, as diapason-diapente , an octave and a 
fifth, a twelfth: so diapason-diatessaron, diapason- 
ditone, etc. ; cf. Chambers Cycl. (1727-51) s.v. 

[1694 Holder Treat. Harmony v. (1731) 84 These are the 
mean Rations comprehended in the Ration. of 6 to 2,. by 
which Diapason cum Diapente , or a 12th, is divided into 
the aforesaid Intervals.] 1727-51 Chambers Cycl. s.v., The 
diapason-diapente is a symphony made when the voice pro- 
ceeds from the 1st to the 12th tone. The word, is properly 
a term in the Greek music: we should now call it a twelfth. 
[1880 Stainer & Barrett Diet. Mus. 7'erms, Diapason cunt 
diapente , the interval of a 12th. Diapason cum diatessaron , 
the interval of an nth.] 

fo. A part in music that produces such a conson- 
ance ; an air or bass sounding in exact concord, 
i.e. in octaves. Chiefly fig. Obs. 

*593 Shaks. Lucr. 1132 So I at each sad strain will strain 
a tear, And with deep groans the diapason bear. 1740 
Dyer Rums Rome 355 While winds and tempests sweep 
his various lyre How sweet thy diapason. 1814 Scott La. 
of Isles 1, 1, The diapason of the. Deep. 1844 Longf. 
Arsenal at Springfield vii, I hear, .in tones of thunder the 
diapason of the cannonade. 

f 2 . fig. Complete concord, harmony, or agree- 
ment. Obs. 

1591 Greene Maidens Dreame xxiii, Her sorrows and 
her tears did well accord ; Their diapason was in self-same 
cord. 1621 Burton Anat. Mel. iii. i. «. iii, A true corre- 
spondence, perfect amity, a diapason of vows and wishes. . 
as between David and Jonathan. ?i63o Milton At a 
Solemn Music 23 Their great Lord, whose love their motion 
swayed In perfect diapason. 1647 H. More Song of Soul 
1. 1. lvi, In her there ’s tun’d a just Diapason. 1719 D’Urfey 
Pills (1872) I. 343 Contentment . . tunes the Diapason of 
our souls. 

3 . More or less vaguely extended, with the idea 
of ‘ all the tones or notes ’, to ; a. The combination 
of parts or notes in a harmonious whole, properly 
in concord, b. A melodious succession of notes, 
a melody, a strain; now esp. a swelling sound, as of 
a grand burst of harmony: perhaps in this sense 
also associated with the organ-stop (sense 7). e. 
The whole range of tones or notes in the scale ; the 
compass of a voice or instrument. 

a. 1501 Douglas Pal. Hon. 1. xli, Fresche tadyis sang 
Concordis sweit, divers entoned reportis .. Diapason of 

many sindrie sortis. 1580 Lyly Euphues (Arb.) 387 In 
Musicke there are many discords, before there can be 
framed a Diapason. 1601 Holland Pliny I. 14 Thus are 
composed seuen tunes ; which harmonie they call Diapason, 
that is to say, the Generalitie, or whole state of consent and 
concord, which is perfect musicke. 1604 R. Cawdrey Table 
Alph., Diapason , a Concord in Musicke of all parts. 1878 

H. M. Stanley Dark Coni. II. vii. 197 A deep and melo- 
dious diapason of musical voices chanting the farewell 
song. 

b. 1599 Marston Sco. Villanie in. xi. 228 When some 
pleasing Diapason flies From out the belly of a sweete 
touched Lute, 1646 Crashaw Music’s Duet Poems 92 
A full-mouth’d diapason swallows all. 1776 Sir J. Haw- 
kins Hist. Music IV. 1. x. 148 When all the stops are drawn, 
and the registers open . . we hear that full and complete 
harmony . . which . . is what the ancient writers mean to 
express by the term Diapason. 1804 J. Grahame Sabbath 
66 The organ . . swells into a diapason full, i860 C. Sang- 
ster Into the Silent Land 139 Tune the lyre To diapasons 
worthy of the theme. 1880 Ouida Moths II. 263 His voice, 
is rising in its wonderful diapason clearer and clearer. 

C. 1687 Dryden St. Cecilia's Day 15 From Harmony to 
Harmony Through aU the compass of the Notes it ran, The 
Diapason closing full in Man. 1748 Thomson Cast. Indol. 

I. xli, Who up the lofty diapason [of an Aeolian harp] roll 
Such sweet, such sad, such solemn airs divine ? c 1800 K. 
White To my Lyre iii, No hand, thy diapason o'er. Well 
skilled, I throw with sweep sublime. 1806 Moore Vis. 
Philos . 27 To him who traced upon his typic lyre The 
diapason of man's mingled frame. 

4 . transf. and fig. a. A rich, full, deep outburst 
of sound. 

rg89 Greene Menaphon (Arb.' 1 82 The Diapason of thy 
threates. 1596 Nashe Saffron Walden 115 By your leaue 


they said vnto him (in a thundring yeoman vshers diapason). 
1840 Barham Ingol. Leg., St. Nicholas , Full many an 
Aldermanic nose Rolled its loud diapason after dinner, 
b. Entire compass, range, reach, scope. 

2851 Helps Comp. Solit. viii. (1874) 141 In marriage the 
whole diapason of joy and sorrow is sounded. 1888 Daily 
News 23 Apr. 6/4 Those who run up to the topmost note 
of the diapason of dress. 2893 9 June 5/8 Not. .above 

the diapason of this Protectionist Chamber of Deputies., 

5 . A rule or scale employed by makers of musical 
instruments in tuning. 

1727-51 Chambers Cycl., Diapason, among musical instru- 
ment-makers, is a kind of rule, or scale, whereby they adjust 
the pipes of their organs, and cut the holes of their flutes. . 
There is a particular kind of diapason for trumpets . . there 
is another for sackbuts and serpents .. The bell-founders 
have likewise a diapason, or scale. 1828 in Webster. 

0 . A fixed standard of musical pitch ; as in Fr. 
diapason normal. Also fig. 

1875 Hamerton Intell. Life x. v. 392 Tuning his whole 
mind to the given diapason, as a tuner tunes a piano. 1876 
tr. Blaserna’s Theory Sound iv. 70 An international commis- 
sion fixed as the normal pitch (usually called the diapason 
normal ) a tuning fork giving 435 vibrations per second. 

7 . The name of the two principal foundation- 
stops in an organ, the Open Diapason , and the 
Closed or Stopped Diapason , so called because they 
extend through the whole compass of the instru- 
ment ; also the name of other stops, e.g. Violin 
Diapason. 

1519 Organ Specif. Barking in Grove Diet . Mus. II. 588/1 
Diapason , containing length of x foot or more. 1613 Organ 
Specif Worcester t athedral , 2 open diapasons of mettall 
CC fa ut, a pipe of 10 foot long. 1791 Huddesford Salmag. 
12 When the vast Organ’s breathing frame Echoes the voice 
of loud acclaim, And the deep diapason's sound Thunders 
the vaulted iles around. 1876 Hiles Cateck. Organ ix. 
(1878) 67 Violin Diapason , a . . manual stop, with a crisp, 
pungent tone, very like that of the Gamba. 1880 E. J, 
Hopkins in Grove Diet. Mus. II. 507/1 The second Open 
Diapason had . . stopped pipes and ^helpers'. 

8. attrib. 

1549 Compl Scot. vi. 37 In accordis of mesure of diapason 
prolations. 1613-16 W. Browne Brit. Past. 1. iv, And lastly, 
throwes His Period in a Diapazon Close. 1851 A. A. 
Watts Evening ii, The echoes of its convent bell . . With 
soft and diapason swell. 1880 E. J. Hopkins in Grove Diet , 
Mus. II. 594/2 The larger open diapason pipes. 

t Biapa’son, v. Obs. [f. prec. sb.] 

1 . To resound sonorously, (intr. and tram.) 

1608 Heywood Rape Lucrece 1. i. What diapasons more 

in Tarquins name Than in a subjects? 1611 — Golden 
Age m. Wks. 1874 III. 48 Th' amazed sounds Of martiall 
thunder (Diapason’d deep). 

2 . intr. To maintain accord with. 

1617 Wither Fidelia Juvenilia (1633) 479 In their chime, 
Their motions Diapason with the time. 

Biaped (dai-aped). Geom. [as if ad. Gr. *8«£- 
ireBov, f. Sid through + rrcB- in rriSov ground, ireBiov 
plain, kmireSos plane.] The line in which any two 
non-contiguous planes of a polyhedron intersect. 

In mod. Diets. 

|| Diapedesis (doisapfdrsis). Path. [mod.L„ 
a. Gr. BtaTvqBriois, f. Siair 7 ]Sd-€iv to ooze through, f. 
Bia- through + ir^Sa-av to leap, throb. In mod.F. 
diapSdhe (Pare 16th c.)] The oozing of blood 
through the unruptured walls of the blood-vessels. 

1625 Hart Anat. Ur. n. iv. 68 Such an excretion of bloud 
.. is . . called Diapedesis'. that is, as much as a streining 
through. 1634 T. Johnson Parey's Chirurg. ix. i. (1678) 
216 That solution of Continuity *. which is generated by 
sweating out and transcolation, [is termed] Diapedesis. 
1866 A. Flint Princ. Med. (1880) 27 When the red blood 
corpuscles are pressed through the unruptured vascular 
wall, it is denominated hemorrhage by diapedesis. 1885 
Lancet 26 Sept. 589 It is possible, .that the mercury gains 
access to the circulation by a sort of diapedesis. 

So Diapede*tic a., pertaining to or of the 
nature of diapedesis. In mod. Diets, 

t Biapente (dsiape-ntz). Obs. [=* OF. diapenti 
(Godef.), a. L. diapente, Gr. Bta ireVre, in sense I 
short for § Bid iriv r« x°P^ v crvpoptuyla the harmony 
through five strings or notes ; in sense 2 for rb Bid 
ir€t 're (papfMfcov the medicament composed of five 
(ingredients) : see Dia- 2 .] 

1 . In ancient and mediaeval Music : The conson- 
ance or interval of a fifth. 

1398 [see Diapason i], 1413 Pilgr. Sowle (Caxton) v. i. 
(1859)72 The fayre dyapente, the swete Dyapason. 1579 
Twyne Phisicke agst. Fort. 11. xcvii. 290 a, By what tunes 
of numbers Diapente, or Diapason consisteth . .adeafe man 
may vnderstande. 1609 Douland Omith. Microl. 18 Dia- 
pente, is a Consonance of flue Voyces, and 4. Interuals .. 
Or it is the leaping of one Voyce to another by a fift, con- 
sisting of three Tones, and a semitone. 1694 Phil. Trans . 
XVIII. 70 A Diapente. added to a Diatessaron makes a 
Diapason. 1787 [see Diapason i]. 1876 Hiles Caiech, 
Organ ix. (1878) 69. 

2 . In old Pharmacy : A medicine composed of 
five ingredients. 

Originally, an electuary formed by adding ivory shavings 
to the Diatessaron, 

1610 Markham Masterp. 1. xcvii. 192 This word Diapente 
is as much as to say, a composition of flue simples. 16x4 
— Cheap Hush % 1. i. (1668) 7 Give him. .2 spoonfuls of Dia- 
pente . . which is called Horse-Mitridate. 1678 Phillips, 
Diapente , also a Composition consisting of five ingredients, 
viz. Myrrh, Gentian, Birth wort, Ivory and Bay-berries., it 
is given by Farriers to Horses that want purging. 172X-- 
s8oo in Bailey. 


' DIAPER. 

' b. transf. A beverage composed of 'five ingre- 
dients; punch.. 

[1698 Fryer Acc. E. India $ P. 157 That enervating 
Liquor called paunch (which is Indostan for Fiye) from 
Five Ingredients ; as the Physicians name their Composi- 
tion Diapente.] 1706 Phillips ed. Kersey), Diapente, also, 
a kind of strong Water, made of five several Simples, 1721- 
2800 in Bailey. 1741 Lining in Phil. Trans. XLII. 497 
The Punch, or Diapente . . is made thus: Take Water 2 
Pounds, Sugar xj Ounce, recent Juice of Limes 2^ Ounces, 
Rum Ounces. 

Diaper (dorap^i), sb. Forms: 4-6 diapre, 
dyapre, 5 dyapsre, 6 dyoper, dieper, dyeper, 
6 - 7 dyaper, (7 dipar, dibat), 6- diaper. [ME. 
a. OF. dyapre, diapre, orig. diaspre (Godef.), Pr. 
diaspre, diaspe , in med.L. diasprus adj., diaspra, 
diaspntm (tio23>, sb. (Du Cange); in Byzantine 
Or, Uucntpos adj., f. Sta- (DrA-*) + a<rirpo? white. 

Early French references mention diaspre ‘que fu fais en 
'Costantinoble and ‘ dyaspre d’ Antioch’, and associate it 
with other fabrics of Byzantine or Levantine origin. Thus, 
the Roman de la Rose 1 . 2x193 (M eon III. 294) has ‘Cen- 
daux, molequins arrabis, Ind.es, vermaux, jaunes et bis, 
Samis, diapres, camelos’. The word occurs in mediaeval 
Greek, c 959, in Constantine Porphyrogenitus D<? Ceremcniis 
Anise Byzant. (Bonn 1829-40, p. 528) where the ifUriov or 
robe used in the investment of a Rector is described as 
StWn-poi'. On the analogy of ScaXevicos, SiWrrpos may mean 
4 white at intervals, white interspersed with other colour’; 
though the sense might also be ‘thoroughly’ or ‘pure 
» Tn m? Ai/rsAr* often described as blanc. (The 
; to be unconnected 

^ _ t Cange has mixed 

up the two. A gratuitous guess that the name was perhaps 
derived from Ypres in Flanders has no etymological or his- 
torical basis, )] 

. I. 1 , The name of a textile fabric ; now, and since 
the 15th c., applied to a linen fabric (or an inferior 
fabric of * union’ or cotton) woven with a small 
and simple pattern, formed by the different direc- 
tions of the thread, with the different reflexions of 
light from its surface, and consisting of lines 
crossing diamond-wise, with the spaces variously 
filled up by parallel lines, a central leaf or dot, etc. 

In earlier times, esp, in OFr. and med-L., the name was 
applied to a richer and more costly fabric, apparently of 
silk, woven or flowered over the surface with gold thread. 
See Francisque Michel, Recherckes sur les Eiqffes de Sole, 
d'Or et d' Argent (Paris 1852) 1 . 236-244. 

a 1350 Syr Degarre 802 In a diapre clothed 3 he was. 
13. . Minor Poems fr. Vernon MS. xlvl 200 Til a Non- 
faerie }>ei came ; But I knowe not J?e name : per was. mony 
a derive rf>e dame In Dyapre dere. 1466 Mann. 4 Househ. 
Exp. 364 Paid for xj. Flemyshe stykes of fyne dyapere . . 
xxvij, v\.d. 1502 Arnolde Ckron. (1811) 244 A horde cloth 
of dyaper, a towell of dyaper. 1513 Bk. Kervynge in 
Babees Bk. 268 Couer thy cupborde and thyn ewery with 
the towell of dyaper. 1513 Bradshaw St. Werburge r. 1667 
The tables were couered with clothes of Dyaper Rychely 
enlarged with, syluer and with golde, 1552-3 Inv. Ch. 
Goods Staff, in Ann. Litchfield IV. 50 One vestement of 
red sylke, one vestement of Iynen dyoper. 1591 Spenser 
Muiopolmos 364 Nor anie weauer, which his Worke doth 
boast In dieper, in damaske, or in lyne. 1623 Cockeram, 
Diaper, a fine kinde of Linnin, not wouen after the common 
fashion, but in certaine workes. 1624 Will in Ripon Ch. 
Acts 364 One suite of damaske and another of diaper for 
liis table. 1662 Vestry Bks. (Surtees) 198 For Dyaper for a 
Communion table cloth and napkin, 12s. 6d. 1721 Bond. Gaz. 
No 6020/4 Diapers, Damasks, Huckabacks. 1840 Barham 
Ingot. Leg.y fackd. Rheims, A napkin.. Of the best white 
diaper fringed with pink. 1888 J. Watson Art Weaving 
(ed. 3) xoi [This] makes by far the best bird-eye Diaper. 

2 . A towel, napkin, or cloth of this material; 
a. baby’s napkin or * clout 
1596 Shaks. Tam. Shrew 1. i. 57 Let one attend him with 
a siluer Bason Full of Rose-water, and bestrewed with 
Flowers, Another beare the Ewer : the third a Diaper. 
1837 Hr. Maktineau Soc. Amer. II. 245 Table and bed- 
Knen, diapers, blankets. 1889 J. M. Duncan Led. pis. 
Women ix. (ed. 4) 54. ■ ■ 

> II. 3 . The geometrical or conventional pattern 
Or design forming the ground of this fabric, 
v 1830 Edin, Encycl. VI, 686 Adesign of that intermediate 
kind of ornamental work which is called diaper. 1882 Beck 

rv r\:.i 0-1 -*■ Ji T CUriOUS. 

i are two 

men holding hawks ; the size of each diaper being about six 
inches, and the date the fourteenth century. 

41 A pattern or design of the same kind, or more 
florid., in colour, gilding, or, low relief, used to 
decorate a flat surface, as a panel, wall, etc. 

1851 Turner Dom. Archit. I. vl 305 There are still some 
remains of good distemper diaper on the walls. 1863 Sir 
G. G. Scott Westm. Abbey (ed. 2) 61 The glass . . is deco- 
rated on its face with gold diaper. 18 G&Aikenseum 17 Nov. 
645/2 The diaper, composed of a raised pattern, decorating 
the background. 1884 Pall Mall G. ix Sept. 5/1 The 
ground is most beautifully carved in a minute hexagonal 
diaper. 

p. Heraldry . A similar style of ornamentation, 
in painting or low relief, used to cover the surface 
of a shield and form the ground, on which the 
bearing is charged. See Diapre. 

*634 Pea cham Genii. Exerc. in. 159 Some charge their 
Scotoheons . . with diaper as the French., 1882 Cussans 
Handbk. H$r, v. 81 To represent the Diaper by a slightly 
darker tint of the same tincture as that on which it is laid. 

‘ C, fig. Applied to the floral variegation of the 
surface of the ground. 

1600 M aides Metam. n. in Bullen O. PI. I. xx8 This 
grassie bed, With summers gawdie dyaper bespred. 


Drapers Did . 97 Some of the diapers are very c 
One of them consists of a series of castles ; in each j 
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III. 5 . attrib. a. Of or made of diaper {see i). 
(In q not. 1497 perh. for F. diapre, diapered.) _ 

1497 Old City Acc. Bk. in Archml. yml. XLII I, 
Itm a table cloth diapre. 1538 Bury Wills (1850) 134 
A dyeper towell of vij yarde longe. 2599 Nottingham Rec, 
IV. 250 Halfe a dosen of diaper napkins . . one diaper table 
cloathe. 1604 Vestry Bks. (Surtees) 140 A poulpit clothe 
of silke, one owld dipar tablecloth, 1676 Lend. Gaz. No. 
x 124/4 One Damask and two Diaper Table Cloaths, three 
dozen of Diaper Napkins. 1822 J. Smyth Pract. Customs 
(182x1 130 Diaper Tabling, of the manufacture of the king- 
dom of the United Netherlands. 1863 Miss Braddon J. 
Marchmont n. 30 Her brown-stuff frock and scanty 
diaper pinafore. . 

b. Having a pattern of this kind, diapered ; as 
diaper-work , -pattern, -couching. 

1480 Wardr. Acc. Edw. I V (x8 3 o) x 3 x Table clothes off 
dyaper werk ij, 1602 Carew Cornwall (x8n) 303 Two 
moor stones, .somewhat curiously hewed, with diaper work. 
2760 De Foe's Tour Gt. Brit I. 392 Both of them were 
curiously wrought by Diaper-work Carvings. 1838 A rckaeol. 
XXVII. 421 What the older Diaper-work was— a small 
regular pattern — we may gather from its appearance as 
borrowed in Heraldry. 1859 Turner Dom. Archit. III. 
ii. '29 The spandrel of the arch is carved with a sort of 
diaper pattern. 1874 Parker Illusir. Goth. A rchit. 1. 
v. 175 The surface of the wall is often covered with flat 
foliage, arranged in small squares called diaper-work. 1876 
Gwilt A rchit. Gloss. X2 3 r Diaper Work , the face of stone 
worked into squares or lozenges, with a leaf therein ; as 
overarches and between bands. 2882 Caulfeild & Sawakd 
Did. Needlework 1 53 Diaper couching , a variety of couch- 
ing used in Church Work. 2886 Ruskin Prseterita I. 335 
The diaper pattern of the red and white marbles. 

Diaper (dsrapai), v. [proh. a. F. diaprer , OF. 
diasprer, f. diapre, diaspre : see prec. sb.] 

1 . trans. To diversify the surface or . ground of 
(anything) with a small uniform pattern ; now spec. 
with one consisting of or based upon a diamond- 
shaped reticulation. 

c 1375 Sc. Leg. Saints , Eugenia 7x1 And cled hyr wele . . 
In clath, dyopret of gold fyne. c 1386 Chaucer Knt.'s T. 
1300 Couered in clooth of gold dyapered weel. c 1400 
Rom. Rose 934 And it [the bow] was peynted wel and thwi- 
ten, And over-al diapred and writen With ladies and with 
bacheleres. ? c 1475 Sqr. lowe Degre 744 With damaske 
white, and asure blewe, Wel dyapred with lyllyes newe. 
t68o Morden Geog. Red. (16 85) 150 Excellent Artists in 
Diapring Linnen-Cloaths. 2842-76 Gwii-t Archit. § 302 
The practice of diapering the walls, whereof an instance 
occurs in Westminster Abbey. 

2 . transf. and fig. To adorn with diversely 
coloured details ; to variegate. 

1592 Greene Upst. Courtier, Frag ran te flowres that diapred 
this valley. 1603 Florio Montaigne n. xii. J1632) 300 
The wheelings . . of the celestial! bodies diapred in cplours. 
16x3 W. Browne Brit. Past. 1. i, The rayes Wherewith the 
sunne doth diaper the seas. 1665 Sir T. Herbert Trav. 
(1677) 380 Such flowers as Nature usually diapers the Earth 
with. 1862 Sala Seven Sons I. ix. 209 Tall chimneys, from 
whose tops smoke curled and diapered the woodland dis- 
tance. 1865 Carlyle Fredk. Gt. IX. xx. v. 97 Six coffee- 
cups, very pretty, well diapered, and tricked-out with all 
the little embellishments which increase their value. 

8. intr. To do diaper-work ; to flourish. 

1573 Art of Limming 8 How to florishe or diaper with 
a pensel over silver or goulde. Ibid. (1588) 8 If thou wilt 
diaper upon silver, take Cerius with a pensill and draw or 
florish what thou wilt over thy silver. 2634 Peacham Genii. 
Exerc. 1. xiv. 46 If you Diaper upon folds, let your worke 
be broken. 

Diapered (doi-apsid), ppl. a. [f. prec. + -ED : 
« F. diapre, OF. diaspri.] 

1 . Having the surface or ground diversified and 
adorned with a diaper or fret-work pattern. 

? a 1400 Morie Arth . ^3252 A duebes dere- worthily dyghte 
in dyaperde wedis. <7x400 Maun dev. (1839) xxiiV 233 All 
clothed in clothes dyapred of red selk all wrought with 
gold. 4656 Blount Glossagr., Diaperd or Diapred, diver- 
sified with flourishes or sundry figures, whence we call 
Cloth that is so diversified, Diaper. 1664 Power Exp. 
Philos. 1. 50 The backside of a . . sweet Brier Leaf, looks 
diaper’d most excellently with silver. 1871 B. Taylor 
Faust (1875) II. in. 2xt Bind ye in precious diapered 
stuffs. 1873 Ferguson in Tristram Moab 371 The same 
diapered brick-wall that is now seen. x88x Every Man 
his own Mechanic § 798 A blue, green, or scarlet ground with 
a fleur-de«lys, or cross, or small diapered pattern. 

b. Heraldry : see Diaper sb. 4 b. 
x6xo Gujllim Heraldry 1. v. (1660) 31 That Field or bor- 
dure is properly said to be diapered, which being fretted all 
over, hath something quick or dead, appearing within the 
Frets. 1864 Boutell Heraldry Hist. <4 Pop. xix. 303 The 
seal of Jaspar Tudor also has the field of the seal itself 
diapered with the Planta Genista. 

C. transf. and fig. 

1595 Spenser Epithal. 51 And let the ground . . Be strewd 
with fragrant flowers all along, And diapred lyke the dis- 
colored mead. 1597 Eilgr. Parnass* m. 305, I like this 
grassie diapred green e earth. 1650 R. Mason in BulweVs 
Anthropomet. Let. to Author, Any vegitable on the diaper’d 
earth. <*1849 J. C. Mangan Poems (1859) 4126 Our diapered 
canopy, the deep of the sky. 

Dr apering, vbl. sb. [f. as prec. + me b] 

1 . The production of a diaper pattern ; the cover- 
ing of a surface with such a pattern. 

1606 Peacham Art of Drawing 34 Diapering, .is. .a light 
tracing or running over with your pen your other work 
when you have quite done (I mean folds shadowing and all); 
It chiefly serveth tp counterfeit cloth of Gold, Silver, 
Damask-brancht, Velvet, Chamlet, &c., with what branch 
you list. x88z Beck Draper's Did. 97 The application of 
diapering to linen cannot definitely be traced. 1882 Cussans 
Handbk . Her. 78 Diapering was a device much practised 
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by the Mediaeval amorists . . This was usually effected by 
covering the shield with a number of small squares, or 
lozenges, and filling them with a variety of simple figures. 

2 , A diaper pattern ; diaper-work collectively. 
1875 Fortnum Majolica viii. 72 Covered with the most 
elegant arabesque diapering of foliage and flowers inter- 
twined. 1882 Cussans Handbk. Her. 81 Diapering being 
merely a fanciful embellishment, does not . . enter into the 
Blazon of a Goat of Arms. 

t Drapery, drapry, sb. Obs. [f. Diaper, 
after collective nouns m -ERY ; in sense 1 perh. ad. 
OF. diaspri, diaprd ‘diapered (stuff)’.] 

1 . « Diaper sb. 1. 

c 1460 J. Russell Bk. Nurture 193 Cover J>y cuppeborde 
of thy ewery with the towelle of diapery. 

2 . Diaper- work ;fg. variegated face (of the earth). 

1633 Earl Manch. A l Hondo (1636)129 The little Bee, so 

soone as flowers spring, goes abroad, views the gay Diapery. 

t Drapery, drapry, a. Obs. [f. Diaper sb. + 
-Y 1 : cf. papery, wintry :\ Of the nature of diaper 
or diaper*work ; chequered with various colouring. 

1598 Sylvester Du Bartas u. i. Handle-crafts 654 The 
diapry mansions where man-kinde doth trade Were built in 
six dayes. Ibid. n. ii. Colonies 428 They lie neerer the 
diapry verges Of tear-bridge Tigris swallbw-swifier surges. 
tBia*pliaiial, a. and sb. Ohs. rare. [f. mod.L. 
and Romanic stem diaphan- (see Diapha^e) + -al.] 

A. adj. -Diaphanous. 

1607 B. Jonson Entertainment to K. 4 Q. at Theobalds 
(22 May), Divers diaphanal glasses filled with several waters, 
that shewed like . . stones of orient and transparent hues. 
a 1645 W. Browne Love Poems Wks. (1869) II. 276 By thy 
chaster fire will all Be so wrought diaphanall. 

B. sb. A diaphanous or transparent body. 

1653 Shirley Court Secret 1. i. If you find Within that great 
diaphanal [the Soul] an atom Look black as guilty. 

Biaphame ( dsi-al^n), a. and sb. [a. F. diaphane 
(14th c. in Hatz. -Darin.) ; cf. Pr. diafan. It., Sp., Pg. 
diafano, med. and mod.L. diaphan-us ; f. Gr. Sia- 
tjjavrjs transparent, f. hia- through. + -<paprjs showing, 
appearing, from ipalvav to show, cause to appear.] 
fA. adj. - Diaphanous, transparent. Obs. 

1561 Eden Arte of Nanig. 1. i, Diaphane or transparent 
bodyes. 1594 Carew Huarte's Exam. Wits vi. (1596) 77 
Some haue colours, and some are diaphane and transparant. 
1824 Ann. Reg. 270* A new manufacture of stuffs, with 
transparent figures, which he calls Diaphane Stuffs. 

B. sb. I. A transparent body or substance; a 
transparency. 

[1677 Hale Print. Orig. Man. iv. ii. 296 Frequently both 
in the Language of the Holy Scripture, and of divers of the 
ancient Heathen Authors, the whole Diaphanum of the 
Air and AEtker is in one common appellation called Heaven ; 
which is the denomination here given to this Expansum.] 
1840 Mrs. Browning Drama of Exile Poems (1889) I. 100 
Through the crystal diaphane. 

2 . A silk stuff : see qitot 

1824 [see A.) 1882 Caulfeild & Saware> Did. Needle- 
work 153 Diaphane, a woven silk stuff, having transparent 
coloured figures. 

t Di*aphaned, ppl. a. Obs. [repr. F. diaphan d, 
pa. pple. of diaphaner to make transparent (Cotgr.).] 
Made diaphanous ; transparent. 

1626 tr. Boccdlini 53 (T.) Drinking.of much wine hath the 
virtue to make bodies diaphaned or transparent. 

Diaphaneity (daiise:fanriti). Also 7 -iety. 
[mod. f. Gr. Ziatyavijs, stem Sicupavt-, transparent, 
or bia<pav€ia transparency : see -ity. Perhaps 
originating in a med. or mod.L. *diaphaneita$. 
Occurring in F . (diaphanHH) in 14th c. (Hatz.- 
Darm.) ; in Eng. late in 1 7th c., an earlier synonym 
being Diaphakity. The corresponding form of 
the adj. is diaphaneous. ] The quality of being 
freely pervious to light ; transparency. 

X660D0YLE [New Exp. Phys. Mech. xxxvii. 31 x The Dia- 
phaneity of the Air. x66x — Examcn vii. (1682) 83 The 
difficulty of explaining the Diaphaneity of glass or crystal. 
1662 MERRETr.tr. Neris Art of Glass xxxvi, Until the Sea- 
green lose it's transparencie and diaphanietie. 1671 Phil. 
Trans. VI. 3046 The different Diaphaneities of the Humors 
of the Eye. 1678 Hobbes Decam. ix. 121 The Causes of 
Diaphaniety and Refraction. 1825 , New Monthly Mag. 
XI II. 206 The diaphaneity of the material X837 WHEWELL 
Hist. Induct. Sc. (1857) II. 399 The diaphaneity of bodies 
is very distinct from their* power of transmitting heat. 

Diaphaneous, obs. var. Diaphanous. 
t Diapha*nic, ct. Obs. [irreg. f. Gr. Sta^avrjs, 
or, f, Romanic stem diaphan- (see Diaphane) 4 -ic.] 
= Diaphanous. 

16x4 Ralejgh Hist. World 1. i. § 6 Vast, open, subtile, dia- 
pbamcke, or transparent body. 

)] Diaphanie (dxVfanz). [mod.F. diaphanie, 
£ diaphane : see Diaphane.] The name given to 
a process for the imitation of painted or stained 
glass. 

1859 Ecclesiol. XX. 122 A French invention called Dia- 
phanie — a transparent coloured paper ..intended to be 
applied to plain glass. x86gEng. Mech. 3 Dec. 289/1 , 1 have 
..decorated a window in diaphanie. 1874 (title), Designs 
for Windows to be executed in Diaphanie. 
t Diaphamty. Obs, fad. obs. F. diaphanitt 
(Palissy, 16th c.) — Sp. diafanidad. It. diafanith , 
f. F. diaphane , It. diafan-o , medX. diaphan-us : 
see Diaphane and ~ity(] = Diaphaneity. 

1477 Norton Ord. A Ich. iii. in Ashm. (1652) 42 A goodly 
stone glittering with perspecuitie, Being of wonderfull and 
excellent Diaphanitie. 15,77 Dee Relat.Spir. 1, (1659) 9 The 
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Stone was' of his natural Diaphanitie. 2646 Sir T. Browne 
Pseud. Ep. ii. i. 55 If it be made hot in a crusible . . it will grow 
dim, and abate its diaphanity. 1664 Power Exp. Philos . 1. 
55 It was like a thin horn something diaphanous . . which 
diaphanity might perchance hinder the appearance both of 
its cavity and angularity. 

Diaphano meter, [f. Gr. dia<pavf}s trans- 
parent, or rather its med,L. and Romanic adapta- 
tion diaphano- + -meter, Gr. fxerpov measure.] A 
measurer of transparency ; spec, an instrument for 
measuring the transparency of the atmosphere. 

27S9 TillocKs Philos . Mag. III. 377 (Article) Description 
of M. de Saussure’s Diaphanometer. .The diaphanometer is 
.. designed to ^show the greatness of the evaporation exist- 
ing in any limited part of the atmosphere which surrounds 
us: The measure of transparency . . is founded on the pro- 
portion of the distances at which determined objects cease to 
be visible. 1807 T. Young Led. Nat . Phil. <$• Meek. Arts 
II. 7^4. 1857 J. P. Nichol Cycl. Phys. Sc. 

Diaphanoscope (doiiarfan^skffup). [f. as 
prec. t Gr. -ctkow-os observing.] 
f I. A contrivance for viewing transparent positive 
photographs. Obs. 

1868 Chambers' Encycl. III. 538/1 Diapha! noscope, a dark 
box constructed for exhibiting transparent photographs. 

2. An instrument used in obstetrical surgery for 
the examination of internal organs through the 
translucent walls of the abdomen when internally 
illuminated by electricity. Hence Biaphauxrscopy, 
the clinical use of the diaphanoscope. 

1883 Q. Rev. July 82 The long promised but never perfected 
diaphanoscope. 1883 Syd. Soc. Lex., Diaphanoscopy , a term 
applied by Lazarewitch to the exploration of the genital 
organs by means of an electric light introduced into the 
vagina in a glass tube. 

Diaphanous (ds^ae’fanss), a. Also 7 diapha- 
neous. ff. med.L .diaphati-us (see Diaphane) + 
-ous. The form diaphaneous more closely repre- 
sented the Gr. : cf. Diaphaneity.] Permitting 
the free passage of light and vision ; perfectly trans- 
parent ; pellucid. 

1614 J 3 .ai.eigh Hist. World i.'i. § 7 Aristotle calleth light 
a quality inherent, or cleaning to a Diaphanous body. 21633 
TV Adams Exp. 2 Peter u. 4 In hell there shall be nothing 
diaphanous, perspicuous, clear, c 1645 Howell Lett. I. 1. 
xxix, To transmute Dust and Sand to such a diaphanous 
pellucid dainty body as you see a Crystal-Glasse is. 1669 W. 
Simpson llydrol. Chym. ro The diaphaneous texture of the 
particles in the vitrioline solution. 1680 Hoyle Scept. Ckem. 
v. 326 The one substance is Opacous, and the other somewhat 
Diaphanous. 1794 Martyn Rousseau's Bot. xxxii. 500 The 
fructifications are in a diaphanous membrane. 1833 Penny 
Cycl. I. 450/2 The crystals of the amethyst vary frorn dia- 
phanous to translucent. 1868 Duncan Insect World ii. 59 
The wings are whitish, not diaphanous. 1895 The Lady 
1 Jan. 133 With this was worn a diaphanous white picture 
at caught up with . .white ribbons. 

Hence Bia'plxanoixsly adv., in a diaphanous 
manner, transparently; Dia-phanousness, dia- 
phanous quality, transparency. 

1683 E. Hooker Pref. Epist. Pondage's Mystic Div., Most 
Diaphanously, perspicuously, no less clearly, .than the Sun 
Beams upon a Wall of Crystall. ^ 1710 T. Fuller Pharm. 
Extemp. 220 As here order’d ’twill be diaphanously clear. 
2727 Bailey vol. II, Diaphaneity , Diaphano nsness, the 
property of a diaphanous Body. 

Diapkemetric (d3i|Sefffme*trik\ a. [mod. f. 
Gr. Sia- apart (Dia- 1 ) + dipy touch + -METRIC.] 
Relating to the measurement of the comparative 
tactile sensibility of parts. 

Diapkemetric compasses, ‘ an instrument, consisting of a 
pair of compasses with a graduated scale, used for the same 
purpose as the. iEsxHESiOMETER.’ (Syd. Soc. Lex.) 

18. . in Dunglison. 

Diapho ni c (dsiafjrntk), a. [f. as Diaphon-y 
+ -IC. J Also Biaphonical. 

1. Of or pertaining to diaphony: see Di aphony 2. 

1822 New Monthly Mag. VI. 201 To give a concert with 

a full orchestra upon the diaphonic principle. 

2. « Diacoustic. 

1775 Ash, Diaphonic. 1846 Worcester, Diaphonic , Dice- 
phonical. 

Diaphonic s. ? Obs. [f. as pi. of prec. : see 
-ICS.] — Dl ACOUSTICS. 

1683 DM 1 . Trans. XIV. 473 Three parts of our Doctrine 
of Acousticks ; which iare yet nameless, unless we call them 
Acousticks, Diacousticks, and CatacoustickS, or (in another 
sense, but to as good purpose'. Phonicks, Diaphonicks, and 
Cataphonicks. 1704 J. Harris Lex. Teckn ., Diacousticks , 
or Diaphonicks, is the consideration of the properties of 
Refracted sound, as it passes through different mediums. 

; t Dia*phonist. Obs. rare ~ °. [f. next + -ist.] 

1636 Blount Glossogr., Diapkonist , he that makes divers 
sounds. ■ 

Diaphony (doiireT^mV Mus. [ad. late L, dia- 
pkonia dissonance, discord, a. Gr. dta<patvla discord, 
{. dicKpocvos dissonant, f. dia - apart + (poovetv to sound. 
Cf. F. diaphonic , 18th c. in Hatz.-Darm.] 
f I. In etymol. sense : Discord. Obs.— 0 
1656 Blount Glossogr., Diaphony, a divers sound, a discord. 
2. In mediaeval music (as usually understood) : 
The most primitive form of harmony, in which 
the parts proceeded by parallel motion in fourths, 
fifths, and octaves ; the same as Organum. 

But some suppose it to have meant a system in which 
the parts were sung responsively at these intervals. 

1834 A. Merrick A Ibrecktsberger's Tkeoret. Wks. 154 note. 
1871 Q. Rev. No. 261. 158 We might add no harmony, for 


the diaphony employed . .is to our ears most terrible discord. 
1880 C. H. H. Parry in Grove Diet. Mus. I. 391 The sup- 
posed first form of harmony, which was called Diaphony, 
or Organum. 1881 Macfarren Counterp. i. x Diaphony. . 
may have meant alternation or response . . the parts * • were 
sung in succession and not together. 

It Diaphoresis (dobaiorrsis). Med. [L. dia- 
phoresis, a. Gr. diatpoprjais a sweat, perspiration, f, 
diwpopuv to carry off, spec, to throw off by perspira- 
tion, f. dia- through + <popuv to carry.] Perspiration ; 
especially, that produced by artificial means. 

2681 tr. Willis * Retm Med. Wks. Vocab., Diaphoresis , 
evaporation, as by sweating. 1710 T. Fuller Pharm. 
Extemp. 101 This sort of Cure by a Diaphoresis is not always 
certain. 2718 Quincy Cornpl. Disp. 03 In the Height of 
Fevers . . it is very effectual . . to forward a Diaphoresis. 2876 
Barti-iolow Mat. Med. (1879) 53 When active diaphoresis 
is the object to be accomplished, the patient must be well 
enveloped in blankets. 

Diaphoretic (dabafore'tik), a. and sb. Med. 
[ad. L. diaphoretic its, a. Gr. dtcupoprjriKos promoting 
perspiration, f. diatpoprjain : see prec. So F. diapho- 
rttique , in 14th c diaforetique in Hatz.-Darm.] 

A. adj. Having the property of inducing or pro- 
moting perspiration ; sudorific. 

1563 T. Gale Antidot. 1. iv. 3 The simples Diaphoretik 
are these. 1632 H . Shirley Mart. Souldier in. iv. in Bullen 

0. PI. I. 219 Diophoratick Medicines to expell 111 vapours 
from the noble parts by sweate. 2680 Morden Geog. Red. 
(1685) 253 Baths and Hot Springs that are very Diaphoretick. 
2723 Bradley Fam. Did. s.v. Antimony, To prepare Dia- 
phoretick Antimony. 1883-4 Med. Ann. 44/1 It is diuretic 
but not diaphoretic. 

B. sb. A medicinal agent having this property. 

2636 Ridgley Prad. Physick 19 Then diaphoreticks at 

first, and colder diu reticks. 2672 Phil. Trans . VII. 4029 /de 
commends Spirit of Hartshorn, as an excellent Diaphoretick. 
2732 Arbuthnot Rules of Diet 273 Diaphoreticks or Pro- 
moters of Perspiration. 1877 Roberts Handbk. Med. (ed. 3) 

1. 35 The only diaphoretic that is of much practical value 
is some form of bath which promotes perspiration. 

t Biaphore*tical, a. Obs. [f. as prec. + -al.] 
* Diaphoretic a. 

2601 Holland Pliny II. 341 The ashes of a goats horn in- 
corporat into an vnguent with oils of myrtles, keeps those 
fi om diaphoretical sweats who are anointed therwith. 2603 
Timme Quersit. n. vii. 142 Why.it should be diaphoretical, 
that is to say, apt to prouoke sweatees. 1657 W. Coles 
Adam in Eden 329 By its dryness and diaphoretical quality. 

Biaplioric (doiaffrrik), a. Matk . [f. Gr. dia- 
<f)opos different + -ic.] Of or pertaining to difference; 
in diaphoric function, a function of the differences 
of variables. 

2883 Cayley in Camb. Phil. Trans. XIII. 12 The function 
. .is a function of the differences of the variables. .Any such 
function is said to be ‘ diaphoric ’ : and it is easy to see that 
taking for the variables any inverts whatever, a diaphoric 
function is always curtate. 1893 Lloyd Tanner in Proc. 
Lond. Math. Soc. XXIV. 264. 

Diaphorite (dai|Se*foroit). Min. [f. Gr. dia - 
<popos different, dia<popa difference, distinction + 
-ITE.] fa. A name formerly used for an altered 
rhodonite related to allagite. b. A name given 
by Zepharovich to the orthorhombic form of 
Freieslebenite. 

2868 Dana Min. Index, Diaphorite, v. Allagite. 2871 
Amer. Jml. Sc. Ser.in. I. 381 He retains the original name 
for the monoclinic species, and gives the name diaphorite to 
the orthorhombic. 

Diaphragm (dorafraem), sb. Also 7 - agme. 
[ad. L. diaphragma, a. Gr. dia<f>pa ypa, the midriff, 
primarily ‘ partition-wall, barrier % f. dia- through, 
apart + (ppayjxa fence, f. (ppactreiv to fence in, hedge 
round. Long used in L. form. Cf. F. diaphragms , 
in I3-I4th c. diaffragme (Hatz.-Darm.).] 

I. 1 . Anat. The septum or partition, partly 
muscular, partly tendinous, which in mammals 
divides the thoracic from the abdominal cavity ; 
the midriff. 

Its action is important in respiration, and it is also con- 
cerned In laughter, sneezing, and hiccough ; hence to move 
the diaphragm, to excite laughter. 

2398 T revisa Barth. De P.R.vn. Iv. (1495) 269 DIafragma 
is a skynne that departyth and is sette bitwene the bowels 
and the spirytuall membres. c 2400 Lanfrands Cirurjg. 
161 pis diafragma departip j>e spirituals from f>e guttis, 
2594 T. B. La Primaud. Fr. Acad. 11. 220 There is a parti- 
tion called diaphragma by the Grecians, which separateth. 
the instruments of the vital partes, from the nourishing 
parts. 1626 Bacon Sylva § 697 It is true that they [l nsec id] 
have (some of them) Diaphragm and an Intestine. 1629 
Gaule Holy Madn. 203 It still moues my Diaphragme, 
what once mou’d the Spleene of Cyrus. 2685 Boyle Eng. 
Notion Nat. 326 Divers of tlie Solid Parts, as the Heart and 
Lungs, the Diaphragma. 2767 Gooch Treat. Wounds I. 369 
The Diaphragm is a muscle of the greatest importance in 
respiration. ■ 2872 Darwin Emotions viii. 202 The sound of 
laughter is produced by a deep inspiration, followed by short, 
interrupted spasmodic contractions of the chest, and especi- 
ally of the diaphragm, 2875 Blake Zool. x Inspiration is 
performed chiefly by the aid of the diaphragm. 

II. Transferred uses. 

2 . generally. Applied to anything natural or art!-* 
ficial which in its nature or function resembles the 
diaphragm of the animal body, or similarly serves 
as a partition. 

1660 Boyle New. Exp. Phys. Meek. xxiv. 292 Certain 
Diaphragmes, consisting of the coats of the bubbles. 1862 
M. Hopkins Hawaii 27 That this fiery bottom was only a 


roof or diaphragm, of no great thickness, the upper and 
solidified portion of the incandescent matter of the volcano. 
2892 Pall Mall G. 2i_Aug. 6/2 A real advance in cartography 
was made when Dicaearch of Messena ( 390-290 b.c.) in- 
troduced the parallel of Rhodes. This (diaphragm’ was 
intersected at right angles by parallel lines representing 
meridians. 

3 . a. Zool , A septum or partition separating the 
successive chambers of certain, shells. Also applied 
to the operculum of a gastropod. 

2663^ Hooke Microgr. ixr 1'hese shells which are thus 
spirallied and separated with Diaphragmes, were some kind 
of Nautili. 2728 Woodward Fossils (J.), Parted into 
numerous cells by means of diaphragms, 2838 Geikie Hist. 
Boulder v. 68 The same thin diaphragms,. marked the suc- 
cessive stages of the animal’s growth. 1880 A. R. Wallace 
Isl. Lifey. 76 Some . . which close the mouth of the shell 
with a diaphragm of secreted mucus, 

b. Bot. A septum or partition consisting of one 
or more layers of cells, occurring in the tissues of 
plants ; a transverse partition in a stem or leaf. 

2665 Hooke Microgr. 115 Not to consist of abundance of 
long pores separated with Diaphragms, as Cork does. 
2874 Cooke Fungi 35 The mouth being for some time 
closed by a veil, or diaphragm, which ultimately disappears. 
1884 Bower & Scott De Bary's Phaner. 217 The air- 
passages in the internodes, petioles, and (leaves of most 
Monocotyledons . . the internodes and petioles or conical 
leaves of the MarsiHaceze, the leaves of the Isoetese, etc., 
are partitioned by diaphragms.^ Ibid. 219 The one-layered 
diaphragms, .in the leaf of Pistia. 

4 z. Mcch. A thin lamina or plate serving as a 
partition, or for some specific purpose ; sometimes 
transferred to other appliances by which such pur- 
pose is effected : e.g. 

a. A thin plate or disk used as a partition, especially in 
a tube or pipe j in optical instruments, an opaque plate or 
disk pierced with a circular hole to cut off marginal beams 
of light. 

2665 Hooke Microgr. Pref., The Ray ... passes also per- 
pendicularly through the Glass diaphragme. 26651 Boyle 
Contn. New Exp. 11. {1682) 19 A Diaphragma or Midriff of 
Tin whose edges are so polished on both sides that [etc.]. 
1682 Weekly Mem. Ingen. 250 Two tin pipes, with a dia- 
phragm pierced in the middle, and stopped with a sucker. 
1 773 Phil. Trans. LXIIL 203 Several diaphragms of paste- 
board., to be applied to the object-glass externally. 2800 
Ibid. XC. 557 A diaphragm, whose aperture was £ an inch, 
was then put over the object-glass of the transit telescope. 
2850 Chubb Locks Keys 35 In a line with the plane of die 
plate, or diaphragm of the lock. 2872 Huxley Phys. ix. 229 
To have what is termed a diaphragm (that is an opaque 
plate with a hole in the centre) in the path of the rays. 

transf. i860 Tyndall Glac. i. xxvii. 207 The clouds, .had, 
during the night, thrown vast diaphragms across the sky. 
1867 A. J. Ellis E. E. Pronunc, 1. iii. 161 The lips which 
form a variable diaphragm. 2878 Foster Phys. 111, ii. 397 
The iris serving as a diaphragm. 

b. The porous cup of a voltaic cell. 

1870 R. M. Ferguson Electr. 136 Taking A- for diaphragm 
or porous cell. 2883 Watson & Burbury Math.. Th. Electr. 
4- Magn. I. 234 The hydrogen /A does not as in that case 
remain free. It passes through the diaphragm and displaces 
an equivalent of copper in the sulphate of copper. 

C. A membrane stretched in or on a frame ; a vibrating 
membrane or disk in an acoustic instrument ; the vibrating 
disk of a telephone, 

2853 Kane Grinnell Exp. I. (1856) 483 The kayack itself 
is a mere diaphragm of skin, stretched on a wooden frame. 
1866 Reader 15 Sept. 796 An ear-trumpet, across the mouth 
of which was stretched a diaphragm of Indian rubber. 1879 
G. Prescott Sp. Telephone p. iii, In 2861 Reiss discovered 
that a vibrating diaphragm could be actuated by the human 
voice. 1879 Cassell's Techn. Educ. IV. 1 55/1 When the sound 
vibrations impinge upon the mica diaphragm the needle- 
point will indent the tinfoil. 

d.. The assemblage of lines of reference in the focus of 
a telescope, whether ruled upon glass, or formed of spider 
webs stretched in a frame. 

2829 W. Pearson Prod. Astron. II. 133 The first reticu- 
lated diaphragm that was used in making astronomical ob- 
servations was by the Parisian astronomer Cassini. 2844 
Smyth Cycle Celest. Objects (i860) 215 Reticulated dia- 
phragms . . useful in mapping stars, and differentiating 
them. 2879 Newcomb & Holden Astron. 76 Fine spider 
lines tightly stretched across a metal plate or diaphragm. 

5. attrib as diaphragm current, eyepiece, nerve, 
plate, etc. 

2667 R. Lower in Phil. Trans. XL 546 A dog, whose Dia- 
phragme-nerves are cut. 2839 F. A. Griffiths A rtill. Man. 
(1862) 89 One inch in length for diaphragm shells. 1883 
Syd. Soc. Lex,, Diaphragm ettrrents, electric currents 
caused by forcing a liquid through a porous diaphragm. 

Hence |[ DiapLragmaTgia, Diaphr&gjnataTgia 
[Gr. aXyos, -akyta pain], pain in the diaphragm ; 
|| Biaphragmati tis, -mi’tis, inflammation of the 
diaphragm ; BiapBra*gmatocele, hernia of the 
diaphragm (Syd. Soc. Lex. 1883V 

*835-6 Todd Cycl. Aral- II. 6/2 The diaphragm is subject 
to attacks of inflammation, . termed diaphragmitis. 1854-67 
C. A. Harris Did. Med. Terminal., Diaphragmalgia, Dia- 
phragmatocele. *857 Dunglison Med. Lex. 293 Diaphrag- 
matalgia, D iaphrag malgia. Ibid., The essential symptoms 
of diaphragmitis. 

Braphragm, V- [f. prec.] irons. To fit or 
act upon with a diaphragm. To diaphragm down, 
in Optics : to reduce the field of vision of (a lens, 
etc.) by means of an opaque diaphragm with a 
central aperture (see prec. sb. 4 a). 

2879 H. Grubb In Proc. R. Dubl. Soc.xZx Even after shut- 
ting one eye and diaphragming the other down. 1894 Brit . 
Jrnl. Photogr. XLI. ‘ 1 If both [lenses] are diaphragmed 
down to the same aperture. 


BIAPHBAGMAL, 


DIABY. 


Biaphra*gmal, a. [f. Diaphragm 4 -al.] Of 
the nature of a diaphragm ; diaphragmatic. 

1890 Darwin's Expr. Emotions (ed. 2) iii. 85 note, The dia- 
phragmal respiration. t 

Diaphragmatic (dwafrsegmsetik), a . [mod. 
f. Gr. bta<ppajfxar- r stem of Ziatppayjxa Diaphragm : 
see -10. Cf. F. diaphragmatique (Pare 16th c.)] 
Of or pertaining to the diaphragm ; of the nature 
of a diaphragm, 

1656 Blount Glossogr. s.v. Vein, Diaphragntatick veins, 
the midriff veins. *755 Spry in Phil. Trans. XLIX. 478 
The diaphragmatic upper mouth of the stomach. 1836 
Blnckw. Mag'. XXXIX. 167 The diaphragmatic convulsion, 
which, in the expressive language of our nation, is called 
a guffaw. *878 Foster Phys. 11. ii. § 1. 259 That movement 
in the lower part of the chest and abdomen so characteristic 
of male breathing, which is called, diaphragmatic. 1881 
Mivart Cat 462 A complete diaphragmatic partition. 

Diaphra gma*tically, adv, [f. prec. 4 -al 1 
-4 -ly *.] in. a diaphragmatic manner ; by means 
of the diaphragm. 

1888 Cassell’s Pam. Mag. Dec. 14 /* The important point 
in breathing is to do so diaphragmatically and not clavi- 
cularly. 

Braphragmed, ppl. a . [f. Diaphragm v. or 
sb. + -ed.] burnished with a diaphragm or dia- 
phragms. 

1665 Hooke Microgr. 114 The pores.. were they dia- 
phragm’ d, like those of Cork, would afford us .. ten times 
as many little cells. 

Biaphysis (doiise-fisis). [ad. Gr. Staupvcris a 
growing through, also a point of separation, f. 8 ta- 
through, apart 4 <p\>uv to produce, bring forth.] 

1 . Anat, ‘The shaft of a long bone, as distinct 
from the extremities * (Syd. Soc. Lex.). 

1831 R. Knox Cloquet's Artat. xi Their extremities are 
enlarged, and their middle part, which is named body or 
diaphysis, is contracted. 1890 W. J. Walsh am Surgery 
(ed. 3) m. 184 Twenty-one years of age, the period at which 
nearly all the epiphyses have united with their diaphyses. 
189 x Lancet 3 Oct. 768 When amputation is done in the 
diaphysis the bone keeps on growing from its upper epi- 
physis. 

2 . Bot. f A preternatural extension of the centre 
of the flower, or of an inflorescence’ {Treas. Bot . 
1866). 

Hence Diaphysial a., of or pertaining to the 
diaphysis. In mod. Diets. 

II Biaplasis (dsi^-plasis). Surg. [mod.L., a. 
Gr. hd-rrXaais a putting into shape, setting of a 
limb, f. dwnh&vosiv to form, mould.] (See quots.) 

1704 J. Harris Lex, Teckn ., Diaplasfs, is the setting of 
a Limb which was out of joyut. 17015 Phillips {ed. Kersey). 
1837 Dunglison Med. Lex . 232 In French surgery ... Dia- 
plasis and Anaplasis mean also, restoration to the original 
form— as in fractures, etc. 1883 in Syd. Soc. Lex . 

+ Blapla'Stic, a. and sb. Obs. [f. same etymon 
as prec. : see Plastic.] 

172X Bailey, D lap last icks fin Phar>nacy\ medicines which 
are good for a Limb out of joint. 1883 in Syd, Soc. Lex. 

|| Bia'pnoe. Med. Obs. [mod.L., a. Gr. Stmr- 
v&ff in Galen, perspiration.] An insensible perspira- 
tion, or gentle moisture on the skin. 

x68x tr. Willis' Rem. Med. Wks. Vocab., Diapnoe , a 
breathing forth. 1706 Phillips, Diaphoresis or Diapnoe . 
Hence Biapno genems, Biapnoic adjs. y pro- 
ducing a moderate perspiration. 

1857 Dunglison Med. Lex. 699 The perspiratory fluid is 
secreted by an appropriate glandular apparatus termed by 
Breschet, diapnogenous. 

Biapdpliysis (chiapp'fisis). Anat. PI. -physes. 
[f. Gr. 5 ta through, apart + air 6 <pv<ns offshoot, 
Apophysis’.] A term applied by Owen to a pair 
of exogenous segments of the typical vertebra, 
forming lateral processes of the neural arch. 

In the cervical vertebrae of man and other mammals it is 
represented by the. posterior part of the ring enclosing the 
vertebral artery ; in the dorsal vertebrae by the transverse 
process ; in the lumbar and sacral vertebrae by short pro- 
cesses of the centrum (Syd. Soc. Lex.). 

2854 Owen Skeleton in Circ. Sc. Organ. Nat I. r68 The 
neural arch, .also sometimes includes a pair of bones, called 
‘diapophyses'. 1873 Mivart Elem. Anat. vu (1873) 220 
We may thus distinguish two series of paraxial parts on 
each side, one made up of tubercular processes (or dia- 
pophyses) and ribs, and the other made up of capitular 
processes (or parapophyses) and ribs. 

Hence Diapophysial a. t of or belonging to a 
diapophysis. 

x8s4 Owen in Circ. Sc. .Organ. Nat. I. 206 The bones .. 
manifest more, of their diapophysial character than their 
homotypes do in the occipital segment. 

!! Biaporesis (dokapoirsis). Rhet. [mod.L., 
a. Gr. dtarroprjfns a being at a loss, doubting.] A 
rhetorical figure, in which the speaker professes to 
be at a loss, which of two or more courses, state- 
ments, etc., to adopt. 

1678 Phillips, Diaporesis , a doubting, a Rhetorical figure, 
in which there seems to be a doubt proposed to the audi- 
ence before whom the Oration is made. [So in later Diets.] 
X844 J. W. Gibbs Philol. Studies (1857) 215 Aporia. .called 
also diaporesis, The Latin term is additbiiatio . 
t Bia-porqns, a . Obs. rare. [f. Gr. Sta- through 
4 -tropos passing through, f. iropos passage, pore : 
cf. tvTTopos easy to pass through.] Having the 
quality of penetrating or passing through. 
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1682 Evelyn Mem. . 24 Mar., A discourse of. .the difficulty 
of finding any red colour effectual to penetrate glass . . that 
the most diaporous, as blue, yellow, &c., did not enter into 
the substance of what was ordinarily painted, more than 
very shallow . . other reds and whites not at all beyond the 
superfices. 

Biapositive (doiap^zitiv). Photogr. [f. Gr. 
8 ia~ through + Positive.] A transparent positive 
photographic picture, such as those used as lantern 
slides. 

1893 Voice (N. Y.) 30 Nov., An ordinary negative., .is first 
made, then placed in contact with another sensitive (dry) 
plate and a diapositive made from it. 

t Bi'apre, a. Her. Obs. [a. F. diapri dia- 
pered.] = Diapered i b. 

1562 Leigh Armorie (1597) 93 The field Geules, a Frette 
engrailed Ermine. If this Fret be of mo peeces.then ye 
here see, then altereth it from the same name, & is blazed 
dyapre. 1586 Ferne Blaz. Gentrie 1. 190 A coat-armour 
Diapre may be charged with any thing, either quick or 
dead; but plants, fruits, leaues, or flowres, be aptest to 
occupy such coates. 1727-51 Chambers CycL, Diapre or 
Diapered, in heraldry, a dividing of a field into planes, or 
compartments,. in the manner of fret- work; and filling the 
same with variety of figures. 

f Drapriza, v. Obs noncc-wd. [f. F. diapr-er 

to Diaper 4 -ize.] » Diaper#. 

1626 Lisle Du Bart as, Noe 216 The diaprized ridges 
(marges diaprez ] And faire endented banks of Tegii burst- 
ing bridges. [Cf. Diapery a ., second quot.] 

t Biapnrne. Obs. Also diaprmrura. [ad. 
med.L. diaprunum, f. Dia- 2 + L. prunum plum. 
In F. diaprun (1700 in Hatz.-Darm.) formerly 
diaprumtm.~\ t An electuary made of damask 
prunes and divers other simples, good to cool the | 
body in hot burning feavers * {Physical Diet. 1657). 

1625 Hart A nat. Ur. 11. i. 55 They had purged him . . 
with Diaprunum. 1639 J. W. tr. Guibert’s Char. Physic 1. 
23Mixe with it two drammes of diaprunes. 

Diapry, sb and a. : see Djapery. 
t Bi'apsalm. Obs. In 4 diasalm, 8 dia- 
psalma. [a. L. diapsalma (Jerome), a. Gr. Scd- 
xpaXfia, used by the LXX in the Psalms for the 
Heb. SelahJ] (See quots.) 

1383 Wvclif Ps. Prol. iii, The deuyseoun of salmys that 
ben clepid diasalmys ben in noumbre of seuenti and fiue. 
X706 Phillips (ed. Kersey), Diapsalma , a Pause or change 
of Note in Singing. [1877 Jennings & .Lowe Ps. In trod. 

28 AiaipaXfxa then means probably a musical interlude, per- 
haps of a forte character.] 

|[ Biapye'sis. Path. [mod.L., a. Gr. foairifycrisr, 
f. havvuv to suppurate.] Suppuration. Hence 
Biapys tic a. and sb., Biapye*tical a. 

1657 Tomlinson Renou's Disp. 6 99 Both of them [greater 
and lesser Basilicum] are Diapyetical. 1706 Phillips (ed. 
Kersey), Diapyeticks, Medicines that cause Swellings to 
suppurate or run with Matter, or that ripen and break 
Sores. 1883 Syd. Soc. Lex., Diapyesis. 

Diaquilon, obs. form of Diachylon. 

Biarch. (dsi’aik), a. Bot. [f. Gr. Si- twice + apxv 
beginning, origin.] Proceeding from two distinct 
points of origin : said of the primary xylem (or 
wood) of the root. 

1884 Bower & Scott De Bary's PJianer. 362 Its xylem is 
in the great majority of cases .. diametrally diarch. Ibid. 
363 Triarch and tetrarch bundles sometimes occur in thick 
roots of species, which are usually diarch. 1887 Hillhouse 
Strasburger’s Pract. Bot . 188 The roots of., ferns are 
generally diarch. 

Biarcliy (doi’aiki). [f. Gr, 5 t- twice + -apx'ta 
rule : cf. fxovapxia rule of one ; f. cpxbs chief.] 
A government by two rulers. 

1835 Thirlwall Greece I. viii. 318 A diarchy, though less 
usual than a monarchy, was not a very rare form of govern- 
ment. 

Diaria, obs. form of Diarrhcea. 

Biarial (daiiea*rialj,«. [f. L .diaH- um Diary sb. 
+ -AL.] Of, pertaining to, of the nature of, a diary. 
1845 W. L. Alexander Mem. % Watson Pref. 6 A series 
of detached notes anddiarial jottings, 1885 G. Meredith 
Diana I. i. 2 The diarial record. 1888 A. G. Draper in 
Amer. Ann. Deaf Apr. 124 Letters and diarial extracts. 

Biarian (tteiiee-rian), a , and sb. [f. as prec. 4- 
-an.] A. adj. Of or pertaining to a diary or 
journal ; f journalistic (obs.). 

1774 (title) The Diarian Repository or Mathemat ical Re- 
gister, containing a complete collection of all the Mathe- 
matical Questions, published in the Ladies' Diary, from 
1704 to 1760. 1785 Crabbe Newspaper Wks. 1834 II. 137 
Diarian sages greet their brother sage, 1794 Wolcott 
(P. Pindar) Rowl. for Oliver Wks. II. 392 His strength en 
fields diarian dares he try? 

B. sb. The author or writer of a diary ; f a jour- 
nalist rare. 

1800 Mom. Her. in Spirit Pz/bl. Jrnls, (r8or) IV. 148 
A Diarian [an article is so signed]. 

Drariuess. nonce-wd. [f. Diary sb. + -ness.] 
The quality characteristic of a d.ary. 

1891 Murray's Mag. Sept. 464 The ‘diariness* of his 
writing makes us regret that . . he should have sought 
publication. 

j Diarist (dararist). [f. Diary sb. + -ist.] One 
who keeps a diary ; the author of a diary, 

1818 in Todd. 1826 Scott Rev. Pepys' Mem. (1849) 107 
The characters of the two diarists were essentially different. 
X854 Lowell Jrnl. in Italy Prose Wks. 1890 I. 121 The 
[ English language, .can show but one sincere diarist, Pepys. 


1856 Sat. Rett. II. 36/2 In these volumes, be [T, Moore] is' 

only a remarkably clull diarist. 

Biaristic (daiari*stik), a. [f, prec. + -ic.] Of 
the style of a diarist ; of the nature of a diary, 

2S84 Manch. Even. News 2 Apr., Lady Brassey’s diaristic' 
account of her visit to Egypt after the war, 1891 Murray's 
Mag. Oct. 616 His letters and diaristic fragments. 

Biarize (dararaiz),^. [f. Diary sb.+ -ize,] intr. 
To write a record of events in a diary. Hence 
Drarizing vbl. sb. and ppl. a. 

1827 Moore Diary 6-31 Mar. V. i6t [I] have not had 
time to diarize, so must record by wholesale what I re- 
member. 1853 Lockhart in Croker Papers (1884) III. xxviii. 
295, I had to spare Tories about as often as Whigs the 
castigation of diarizing Malagrowther. 1854 Fraser's Mag, 
XLIX. 443 Where is the man who, when he diarizes frankly 
and fairly, does not write himself vain ? 

Biarrlicea (daiarfa). Also 4-5 diaria, 6- 
diarrhea. [a. L. diarrhoea, a. Gr. Si&ppoia a flow- 
ing through, diarrhoea, f. SiappOeiv to flow through.] 

1 . A disorder consisting in the too frequent eva- 
cuation of too fluid fseces, sometimes attended with 


griping pa. ns. 

In 17th c. usually with the, in 18th with a, now (in literary 
and educated use) without article. 

1398 f revisa Barth. De P. R. vn. li. (1495) 2 65 Diaria is 
a symple fiyxe of the wombe. 1544 Phaek Regim. Lyfe 
(1545) Hvi.jb, The sayde fluxe is named diarrhea. 1564 
Sir W. Cecil in Ellis Orig. Lett. Ser. 11. XL 291 The 
Quenes Majesty fell perillosly sick on Saturday last, the 
accident cam to that which they call diarrhoea. 1569 R. 
Androse tr. A lexis’ Seer. iv. 1. 12 To remedie the diseases 
called Dissinteria and Diarrhea. 1598 Sylvester Du Bartas 
n. i. Furies , The diarrhcea and the burning-fever In Som- 
mer-seasondoo their fell endeavour. 1658 Rowland Moufet's 
Theat. Ins. 1104 They stay also the Dyarrhoea .. kill and 
drive out all Belly-worms, c 1723 Pope Let. to Gay (x’j^) 
I. 323 To wait for the next cold Day to throw her into a 
Diarrhoea. 1732 Ait buthnot Rules of Diet 260 A cholera 
Morbus, or incurable Diarrhoeas. 1800 Med. Jrnl. IV. 60 
These medicines caused diarrhoea. 182 x A. T. Thomson 
Loud. Disp. (1818) 240 Celebrated in Ireland as a remedy 
in diarrhoea. 1866 A. Flint Princ. Med. (1880) 525 The 
term diarrhoea is used to denote morbid frequency of in- 
testinal dejections which are, also, liquid or morbidly soft, 
and often otherwise altered in character. 

attrib. 1890 B. A. W hitelegge Hygiene <$* Public Health 
xii, The diarrhcea death-rate . . Density of buildings upon 
an area increases the tendency to diarrhoea mortality. 

2. tra7isf. An excessive flow (of words, etc.). 

1698 F. B. Modest Censure 15 This sort of Medicaments 
hath cured his Pen of the Diarrhaea, a 1797 Ii. Walpole 
Mem. Geo. HI. (1845' II. ii. 47 He . . was troubled with a 
diarrhcea of words. 1883 Cojitemp. Rev. Dec. 937 We al- 
lude . . to the diarrhoea of emendations. 

Diarrhoea! (dsiarfaP, a. [f. prec. + -al.] 
Of or pertaining to diarrhoea. 

1651 Biggs New Disp. t 248 The diarrheall porraceous 
flux. 1871 Daily News 16 Aug., Diarrhceal infection. 2883 
E. A. Pakkes Pract. Hygiene xviii. ted. 6) 479 Diarrhoeal 
and dysenteric evacuations. 1890 B. A. W hitelegge Hy- 
giene xii. 303 High temperature of the air has long been 
observed to be associated with high diarrhoeal mortality. 

Biarrliceic (daiarrik), a. [f. as prec. 4 -ic.] 
Of, pertaining to, or of the nature of diarrhcea. 

1876 Wagner's Gen. Pathol, (ed. 6) 86, 1894 Daily News 
25 July 5/4 It is in diarrhoeic complaints that the increase 
was most marked. 

Diarrhoetic, -rlietic (daiare'tik, -rz~ tik), a. [f. 
Diarrhoea, in loose imitation of Gr. verbal adjec- 
tives in -tucos. (The actual verbal adj. from 
ZiappLuv is diappvr-os, which would have given 
diarrhylici] * Diarrhceic. 

Also confused with diuretic , 

1656 Blount Glossogr Diarrhoetick , that hath a Lask or 
loosness in the belly without inflammation, a 1735 Arb if th- 
is ot (J.), Millet is diarrhoetick, cleansing, and useful in 
diseases of the kidneys. 1883 Syd. Soc . Lex., Diarrhetic , 
Diarrhoetic, same as Diarrhoeic. 

Biarthrodial (dahaijwa-dial), a. A?zat. [f. 
Di- pref A (Gr. Sia-) + Arthrodial.] Pertaining 
to or characterized by diarthrosis. 

' Diarthrodia l cartilages \ the cartilages which cover the 
joint-ends of bones’ (Syd. Soc. Lex.). 

1830 R. Kmx Be'clard’s Anat. 285 The diarthrodial carti- 
lages., have disappeared. 1845 Todd & Bowman Phys. 
Anat. 1 . 88 The bones entering into the composition of diar- 
throdial joints. 1876 Quain Elem . Anat. (ed. 8) I. 132 Cer- 
tain forms of diarthrodial joint have received special names. 

Biarthrosis (dsi^jjn^-sis). Anat. [f. Di- 
pref?> (Gr. Sta-) + apQpaxns Arthrosis, articula- 
tion.] The general term for all forms of articula- 
tion which admit of the motion of one bone upon 
another ; free arthrosis. 

1578 Banister Hist. Man 3 b, Not vnder the kynde of 
I Diarthrosis, but Synarthrosis : for asmuch as the mouyng of 
these bones is most obscure. 1634 T. Johnson Parey’s 
j Chirurg. xvr. xxxv. (1678) 365 The wrist consisting of a 
composure of eight bones knit to the whole cubit by Diar- 
throsis. 1658 Sir T. Browne Gard. Cyrus iii. 59 The Diar- 
throsis or motive Articulation. 1830 R. Knox Beclard s 
A nat. 283 The rotatory diarthrosis . , is that which allows 
only motions of rotation. 1842 E. Wilson Anat. V ode M. 
(ed. 2) 92 Diarthrosis is the movable articulation which con- 
stitutes by far the greater number of the joints of the body. 

Diary (darari), sb. [ad. L. diari-um daily 
allowance, also (later) a journal, diary, f. die-s day : 
in form, a subst. use of the neuter of didrius adj. 
(see next), which, however, is not recorded in 
ancient L. See -arium, -ary 1 B. 2 .] 


DIABY. 

1 . A daily record of events or transactions, a 
journal ; specifically, a daily record of matters af- 
fecting the writer personally, or which come under 
his personal observation. 

1581 Wm. Fleetwood in Ellis Orig, Lett . Ser. 1. II. 288 
Thus most humbly I send unto yo r good Lo. this last weeks 
Diarye. 1605 Bacon Adv. Learn . 11. ii. § n. 14 It is . . an 
vse well received in enterprises memorable .. to keepe 
Dyaries of that which passeth continually. 2642 A nsw. to 
Printed Bk. 14 A diary . . of the Parliament held 1 Hen. 4. 
2652-62 Heylin Cosmogr. Introd. (1674) 17/2 A Diary or 
Journal, as the name imports, containing the Actions of 
each day. 1677 Plot Oxfordsh . 228 Diaries of wind and 
weather, and of the various qualifications of the air. 2684 
Peter {title), A Relation or Diary of the Siege of Vienna. 
1765 T. Hutchinson Hist. Mass. I. ii. 213 Goffe kept a 
journal or diary. 1791-1823 D’Israeli Cur. Lit., Diaries, 
We converse with the absent by letters, and with our- 
selves by diaries. 1803 Med. Jml. X. 305 As I kept no 
diary during the prevalence of the influenza, I send what 
I can recollect. 1889 Jfssopp Coming of Friars iii. 130 In 
the thirteenth century men never kept diaries or journals . . 
hut monasteries did. Mod. The entries of a private diary. 

att-nb . 1891 Pall Mall G. 25 Apr, 2/3 The plaintiff gave 
peculiar diary accounts of about fifty meetings with the 
defendant. 

2 . A book prepared for keeping a daily record, 
or having spaces with printed dates for daily 
memoranda and jottings ; also, applied to calen- 
dars containing daily memoranda on matters of 
importance to people generally, or to members of 
a particular profession, occupation, or pursuit. 

A diary in this sense may vary in size from a folio volume, 
large enough to hold a detailed daily record in sense 1, to 
a small pocket-book with daily spaces only for the briefest 
notes, or merely with printed memoranda for daily reference. 

1605 B. Jonson Volpone iv. i, This is my diary, Wherin 
I note my actions of the day. 1642 Howell For. Tran. 
(Arb.) 20 He must alwayes have a Diary about him . . to set 
down what, .his Eyes meetes with most remarquable. 1662 
J. Newton (title), A Perpetual Diary ; or, Almanac. 2800 
W. Robson (title), The Persian Diary; or, Reflection’s 
Oriental Gift of Daily Counsel. 1879 Print. Trades Jml. 
xxvin. 7 The left hand pages form a perpetual poetical 
diary. Ibid. xxix. 6 The diary before us. . is a stout quarto. 
1883 Whitaker’s Aim. 456 The English Citizen’s Diary., 
showing the days when certain Official Duties are to be 
performed; also the days when Inland Revenue Licences 
expire and must be renewed. 

+ 3 . Short for diary fever : see Diary a. 1. Obs. 
m 2639 Horn & Rob. Gate Lang . Uni. xxiv. § 310 A diary 
is of one daies continuance, and runs not beyond that time. 
2657 G* Starkey Helmont's Vind. 164 The disease at the 
first taking in hand was but a plain Diary. 1684 tr. Bonefs 
Merc. Commit, vi. 155 Hippocrates, .thought that all Fevers, 
Diaries excepted, have their rise from choler. 

Diary (dai-ari), a. [ad, med.L. didri-us daily, 
f. dies day: cf. F. diair e (‘fievre ephemera ou 
diaire ’) 16th c. in Hatz.-Darm.j 

1 . Lasting for one day ; ephemeral. 

1620 Barrough Metk. Physick iv. ii. (1639) 218 All Diane 
feavers be ingendred of an outward Cause. 2622 W. Sclater 
Key (1629) 188 Those e<itMepot, diary dewy Christians, whose 
goodnesse is dissipate as soone as euer the Sunne beholds 
it. 2658 Rowland Moufet's Theat. Ins. 948 These diary 
creatures break forth out of certain husks of putrefied grapes. 
2693 Phil. Trans . XVII. 660 A Diary Period .. may be 
hence expected. 1707 Floykr Physic. Pulse-Watch 122 
Obstructions produce a diary Fever if small, but if great a 
continent Fever. 2834 J. M. Good Study Med. (ed. 4) I. 596 
There are few persons who have not felt this species of diary 
fever at times, 2883 Syd. Soc. Lex., Diary fever, a fever 
lasting one day ; also called Ephemera, 

t 2 . Daily. Obs. 

2502 Unton Corr. (Roxb.) 322, I doe kepe a diary memo- 
real! of all the places of our march inge and incampinge. 
2603 Sir C. Heydon Jud. Astrol. v. 147 Almanack- writers 
foretelling the diarie state of the weather. 2623 Cockeram, 
Diarie, daily. 

Diaseeuast, var. of Diaseeuast. 

_ II Diaschisma (doiaskrzma). Mus. Also in 8 
in anglicized form diaschism. [a. Gr. Stdox^pn, 
f. to cleave asunder, split.] 

a. In ancient Greek music, a small interval equal 
to about half a Diesis, b. In modern music, an 
interval equal to the difference of the common 
comma (80:81) and the enharmonic diesis (125: 
128), or to 10 schismas. 

*753 Chambers Cycl. Supp. s.v., The octave contains 61 
Diaschisms nearly. 2880 Stainer & Barrett Diet. Mus. 
Terms, Diaschisma (Gk.), an approximate half of a limma. 

t Di'ascord, Pharm. Obs . Usually in L. form 
diascordium. [medical L. diascordium (also 
mod.F.), for diascordion, from Gr. Sid onopSiosv 
(a preparation) of CKopSiov scordium, a strong- 
smelling plant mentioned by Dioscorides, * perhaps 
water- germander Teucrium Scordiund : see Dia- 2 .] 
A medicine made of the dried leaves of Teucrium 
Scordium, and many other herbs. 

2605 Bacon Adv. Learn . n. x. § 8 (1873) 140 Except it be 
treacle .. diascordium . . and a few more. 1654 Whitlock 
Zootomia 122 What think you Sir of your what-sha’ come 
Water and Diascord, sure it could not be amisse. 1797 J. 
Downing Disorders Homed Cattle 50 The diascordium 
has its share in accomplishing the cure. 2820 Scott Abbot 
xxvi. With their sirups, and their julaps, and diascordium, 
and mithridate, and my Lady What-shall-cairum's powder. 

+ Diase'sma. Pharm. Obs. Also 6-7 diasene. 
[medical L., f. Dia- 2 + Senna. Also a. F. diaslne, 
diasenne (Pare, 16th c.).] A purgative electuary of 
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which senna formed the base; the confection of 
senna. 

2562 Turner Baths 10 Let the patient be purged with 
electuarye lenitiuo or diasene. 2622 Burton Anat. Mel. n. 
v. 1. iv. (1651) 388 Polypody, Sene, Diasene, Hamech, 
Cassia. 2657 Physical Dict.,Diasena , a purging electuary, 
good against quartan agues. 

Diagjteemast (dsiaskbr&st). Also diaseeuast, 
-seevast. [ad. Gr. Siacrfcwaarris reviser of a poem, 
interpolator, f. Stao/ctvdfav, f. Sid through + cvceud- 
(eiv to make ready.] A reviser; used esp. in refer- 
ence to old recensions of Greek writings. 

2822 Campbell in New Monthly Mag. IV. 295 They gave 
the world materials which were capable^ of being moulded 
by future diascevasts into grand and interesting poems. 
1872 tr. Lange's Comm. Jer. 244 The oversight of a dia- 
skeuast who added this verse of the prophecy against Elam 
as a postscript. 2886 Athenseum 30 Jan. 262/3 He has 
taken upon himself . . the part of a diaseeuast, stringing 
together a number of * older lays \ 

So |] Biaskeu’asis [Gr. Staotcedacris], revision (of 
a literary work), recension. 

2886 Eggeung in Encycl. Brit. XXI. 281 The authorship 
of this work [Mahabharata] is aptly attributed to Vyasa, 

‘ the arranger’, the personification of Indian diaskeuasis. 

+ Bia*sper. Obs. Also 6-7 diasprie. [ad.med. 
L. diasprum, It., Sp., Pg. diaspro jasper.] = Jasper. 

1582 Hester Seer. Phiorav. 1. lxv. 78 The other stone was 
of Diasper, but bright and through shinyng with certaine 
white vaines. 2592 R. D. Hypnerotomachia 53 b, Not of 
Marble, but of rare and hard Diasper of the East. 2638 
Sm T. Herbert Trav . (ed. 2) 108 Agats, Cornelians, Dia- 
spries, Calcedons. 

II Diaspora (doijse-spora). [a. Gr. Staorropd dis- 
persion, f. Siaomip-nv to disperse, f. hd through 
+ amipeiv to sow, scatter.] 

The Dispersion ; i.e. (among the Hellenistic Jews) 
the whole body of Jews living dispersed among the 
Gentiles after the Captivity (John vii. 35) ; (among 
the early Jewish Christians) the body of Jewish 
Christians outside of Palestine (Jas. i. 1, 1 Pet.i. 1). 
Hence transf . : see quots. 

> (Originating in Deut. xxviii. 25 (Septuagint), e<rp Siamropo. 
«t/ ndo-aiq fiaaikeCais ttj? y%, thou shalt be a diaspora (or 
dispersion) in all kingdoms of the earth.) 

2876 C. M. Davies Unorth. Lend. 153 [The Moravian 
body’s] extensive diaspora work (as it is termed) of evangeliz- 
ing among the National Protestant Churches on the con- 
tinent. 2882 tr. Wellhausen in Encycl. Brit. XIII. 420/1 
s. v. Israel, As a consequence of the revolutionary changes 
which had taken place in the conditions of the whole East, 
the Jewish dispersion (diaspora) began vigorously to spread. 
2885 Encycl. Brit. XVIII. 760 s. v. Philo , The development 
of Judaism in the diaspora differed in important points from 
that in Palestine. 2889 Edin. Rev. No. 345. 66 The mental 
horizon of the Jews of the Diaspora was being enlarged. 

Diaspore (daraspoei). Min. [mod. f. Gr. 
Staoiropa scattering, dispersion : see prec. So called 
by Haiiy, 1801, from its strong decrepitation when 
heated.] Native hydrate of aluminium, an ortho- 
rhombic, massive, or sometimes stalactitic mineral, 
varying in colour from white to violet, commonly 
associated with corundum in crystalline rocks. 

2805 Davy in Phil. Trans. XCV. 261 The diaspore . . is 
supposed to be a compound of alumine and water. 2873 
Fownes ’ Chem. (ed. 11) 371 The monohydrate is found 
native, as diaspore. 

Diasporometer (daiiseisporp'm/'tai). [mod. f. 
Gr. Stacnropa dispersion (see above) + -(o)meter.] 
An instrument for measuring the dispersion of rays 
of light. 

1807 T. Young Led. Nat. Phil. II. 282 His [Rochon’s] 
diasporometer is a compound prism. 

Diasprie, var. Diasper, Obs., jasper. 

Diastaltic (driastarltik), a. [f. Gr. SiaaraX- 
rutbs serving to distinguish, in Music * able to 
expand or exalt the mind f. SiacrriXXeiv to sepa- 
rate, put asunder, f. Siaapart + oreXXeiv to set, place, 
dispatch, send. Cf. F. diastaltiquei] 

1 . In ancient Greek music : a. Dilated, extended: 
applied to certain intervals, b. Applied to a style 
of melody fitted to expand or exalt the mind. 

1774 Burney Hist. Mus. (1789) I. v. 6r Melopoeia was 
divided into three kinds., the second, Diastaltic or that 
which was capable of exhilarating. 

2 . Phys. ‘ A term applied by Marshall Hall to 
the actions termed reflex, inasmuch as they take 
place through the spinal cord * {Syd. Soc. Lex.). 

Diastaltic nervous system , term for the spinal nervous 
System. 

[Diastaltic appears to be here taken as = transmissive.] 

2852 M. Hall (title), Synopsis of the Diastaltic Nervous 
System. 1855 Garrod Mat. Med. (ed. 6)238 A reduction 
and final abolition of the diastaltic function of the spinal 
cord. 2879 Comk. Mag. June 700 Is there anything in 
your essay about our diastaltic nerves ? 

Diastase (dsrast^s). Chem. [a. mod.F. diastase, 
ad. Gr. Sidoraois separation : see next. 

2833 Payen et Persoz Ann. Chim . et Phys. LIII. 76 
Cette singuliere propriety de separation nous a determines h 
donner h la substance qui la possede le nom de diastase qui 
exprime precis6ment ce fait.] 

A nitrogenous ferment formed in a seed or bud 
(e.g. in barley and potatoes) during germination, 
and having the property of converting starch into 
sugar. 


DIASTIMETEB. 

It is obtained as a white amorphous substance, of unknown 
analysis (Watts Did. Chem.). It is found^ throughout the 
vegetable kingdom, in the infusoria, and in various secre- 
tions, etc., in the higher animals (Syd. Soc. Lex.). 

2838 T. Thomson Chem. Org. Bodies 666 Diastase, .is a 
name given by MM. Payen and Persoz, to a substance 
which they extracted from malted barley. 2846 J. Baxter 
Libr. Pract. Agric. (ed. 4) I. 19 During the germination, 
some of the elements . ; in the grain form a fresh compound, 
which acts as a ferment. This compound is called .. dia- 
stase, the effect of which is . . to turn all the starch . . first, 
into gum, and then into sugar. 2863-72 Watts Diet. Chem. 
II. 319 Neither potatoes nor cereals contain diastase before 
germination. 1894 Lancet 3 Nov.1045 An extremely active 
poison, delicate, resembling the diastases or venoms. 

Hence 33 iasta*sic, a. = Dia static. 

2886 W. Jago Chem. Wheat 228 The bacteria cause more 
or less change in albuminoids, but exert no diastasic action. 

|| Diastasis (dsijse-stasis). Path. [mod.L., 
a. Gr. Sidaraais separation, f. did apart + aracis 
placing, setting, f. root <rra- stand.] Separation 
of bones without fracture, slight dislocation ; also, 
separation of the fractured ends of a bone. 

2741 Monro Anat. Bones (ed. 3) 39 A Diastasis, or other 
violent Separation of such disjoined Pieces of a Bone. 2883 
in Syd. Soc. Lex. 

Diastatic (dsiastartik), a. [ad. Gr. SiaorariKU 
separative, f. Sid apart + crrariKbs causing to stand, 
f. root ora- stand.] Pertaining to or of the nature 
of diastase. 

2881 Atkinson in Nature No. 622.510 The opinion that the 
diastatic property is connected with the degree of solubility 
of the albuminoid matter. 2883 Athenseum 20 Nov. 606/3 
Lacquer contains . . a peculiar diastatic body containing 
nitrogen. 

Hence Diasta'tically adv., after the manner of 
diastase. 

2882 tr. T hausing's Beer 291 (Cent. Diet.) The diastatically 
acting albuminous substances. 

t Diasta-tieal, a. Obs. rare — 1 . [f. as prec. -f 

-AL.] Characterized by transplantation. 

1656 S. Boulton (title), Medicina Magica, tamen Physica : 
Magical, but Natural Physick; or, a Methodical Tractate 
of Diastatical Physick ; containing the general Cures of all 
Infirmities, by way of Transplantation. 

Biastatite (dri}3e*stateit). Min. [mod. f. Gr. 
Siaorar-vs divided, separated + -ite.] A black 
variety of Hornblende, so called (by Breithaupt 
1832) as differing in the form of its crystals. 

2850 Dana Min. 273. 

Biastem (dri-astem). [ad. Gr. Siaorrjpa : see 
next. Cf. F. diast'eme (1732 Trevoux).] In ancient 
Greek music, an interval ; esp. an interval forming 
a single degree of the scale. 

2694 Holder Treat. Harmony vi. 120 Diasfem signifies 
an Interval or Space ; System , a Conjunction or Composi- 
tion of Intervals. So that, generally speaking, an Octave, 
or any other System, might be truly call’d a Diastem . . Tho { 
. . strictly, by a Diastem they understood only an Incom- 
posit Degree. 1727-51 Chambers Cycl., Diastem } Diastema , 
in music, a name the antients gave to a simple interval ; in 
contradistinction to a compound interval, which they called 
a system. 

|| Diastema (doiastPma). PI. diastemata. [L. 
diastema , a. Gr. Sidar^pa space between, interval.] 

1 . Mus. = prec. 

2398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. xix. cxxxi. (2495) 941 Dya- 
stema is couenable space of two voyces other of moo accord- 
ynge. 1727-51 [see prec.]. 

2 . Zool. and Anat. An interval or space between 
two consecutive teeth, or two kinds of teeth, occur- 
ring in most mammals except man. 

2854 Owen in Orr's Circ. Sc. Organ. Nat. I. 235 A long 
diastema is not . . peculiar to the horse. Ibid. 298 In all 
the apes and monkeys of the Old World, .the same number 
and kinds of teeth are present as in man ; the first deviation 
being the disproportionate size of the canines and the con- 
comitant break or ‘diastema’ in the dental series for the 
reception of their crowns when the mouth is shut. 2871 
Darwin Desc. Man JI. xix. 324 Canine teeth which project 
above the others, with traces of a diastema or open space 
for the reception of the opposite canines. 

Diastematic (dsbastsmse-tik), a. rare. ? Obs. 
[ad. Gr. StaarrjpartK-bs separated by intervals : see 
prec. and -10.] Characterized by intervals. 

1798 Horsley in Monthly Rev. XXVI. 288 Ask Aristox- 
enus [etc.] in what the difference consists between speaking 
and singing ; they tell you . . * That the one is a continuous 
motion ; the other diastematic. That the continuous is the 
motion of the voice in discourse; the diastematic, in singing*. 

Blaster (daiise staj). Biol. Also dy-. [mod, 
f. Gr. St-, Di- 2 twice + do Trip star.] The double 
star of chromatin filaments which forms the pen- 
ultimate stage in the division of a single cell- 
nucleus into two. 

2882 J. T. Cunningham in Jml. Microsc. Soc. Jan. 43 
The threads travel towards the poles, forming a dyaster 
(note. This term I take from Klein m his A Has of Histology, 
1880). 2885 E. R. Lankester in Encycl. Brit. XIX, 833 
A polar star is seen at each end of the nucleus-spindle, and 
is not to be confused with the diaster. 

Hence Dia'stral 0. 

2804 A tkenseitm 24 Nov. 719/3 As to the spindle fibres .. 
during the diastral stage of the division they [etc.]. 

Diastrmeter , [irreg. f. Gr. Sidarams interval, 
distance + -meter.] An instrument for measuring 
distances. 

2851 Official Catal. Exhib. Ill, 2215 Improved diastimeter 
for the use of the army. 


DIASTOLE. 

I! Diastole ydaijorsttflz). [med.L./a. Gr. haffroXrf 
a putting asunder, separation, expansion, dilatation, 
f. ha&T&Kav, f, 5 ta asunder (Dia- D + ffriWeiv to 
put, place, send, etc. Cf. F. diastole (14th c. in 
Hatz.-Darm.).] 

X Phys. The dilatation or relaxation of the heart 
or an artery (or other pulsating organ in some 
lower animals), rhythmically alternating with the 
systole or contraction, the two together constituting 
tbs pulse. (Formerly sometimes applied also to 
the dilatation of the lungs in inspiration.) 

1578 Banister Hist. Man vri. 93 Diastole [is] when the 
hart in his dilatation receiueth m of spirit. 1615 Daniel 

g needs Arcadia Poet. Wks. { 1717? 187 The Systole and 
yastole of your Pulse Do shew your Passions most hys- 
terical. 1660 Boyle New Exp. Phys. Meek . Digress. 350 
The Systole and Diastole of the Heart and Lungs, being 
very far from Synchromcal. axqxx Ken Hymnotheo Poet. 
Wks. 1721: III. 79 His Heart a sudden gentle opning feels; 
It seem'd no more by Systole compress'd. But in a fix 
Diastole at rest, 1835 Kirby Bap. Inst. A nim. I. v. 174 

Nutrition seems carried on by a kind of systole and diastole, 
the sea water being alternately absorbed and rejected by 
the tubes composing the substance of the sponge.^ s88o 
Huxley Crayfish ii. 74 When the systole is over the diastole 
follows. 

fig. 1831 Carlyle Sart. Res. ir. Hi, As in longdrawn 
Systole and longdrawn Diastole, must the period of Faith 
alternate with the period of Denial. 1849 De Quincey Eng. 
Mail-coach Wks. 1862 IV. 298 The great respirations, ebb 
and flood, systole and diastole, of the national intercourse. 
1872 Geo. Eliot Middlem . Ixiii, There must be a systole 
and diastole in all inquiry. 

2 . Gr. and Lat. Prosody. The lengthening of a 
syllable naturally short. 

1580 Spenser To Master G. //.Wks. (Globed App. ii. 709/1 
Heaven being used shorty as one siUable, when it is in verse 
stretched out with a Diastole, is like a lame dogge that 
holdes up one legge. 1657 J. Smith Myst. RAet. 377. 1704 
J. Harris Lex. Techn ., Diastole . . Tis also the making 
long a Syllable which is naturally short. 

3 . Gr. Gram. A mark (originally semicircular) 
used to indicate separation of words ; st ill occasion- 
ally used, in the form of a comma, to distinguish 
o,n, o,T6, neut. of bans, bare, from on (that), #t€ 
(when). 

3704 J. Harris Lex. Techn » 1833 E. Robinson tr. Buit- 
tnans Grk. Grant. 45 From the comma must be distin- 
guished the Diastole or Hypodiastole— which serves more 
clearly to separate some short words connected with en- 
clitics, in order that they may not be confounded with other 
similar words. 

Diastolic (doiastydik), a. Phys. and Med. [f. 
prec. + -TO.] Of or pertaining to diastole. 

*1693 Urquhaut Rabelais hi. iv, By its [the heart’s] 
agitation of Diastolxck and Systolick motions. 1861 T. 
Graham Praci. Pled. 365 A second or diastolic sound, syn- 
chronous with the diastole of the heart. 2877 Huxley 
Anat. Inv. A nim. ii. 77 This systolic and diastolic move- 
ment usually occurs at a fixed point in the protoplasm. 

Diastral: see Diaster. 

DiastropMsm (da^ae-strofizm). Geol. [f. Gr. 
Siaa TpQ<f>ri distortion, dislocation, 5 ta<jTpo<f>os 
twisted, distorted, f. Staff rpk^etv to turn different, 
ways, twist about, f. Sid (Dr a-*) + ffrpbcpeiv to 
turn : see -ism, and c L catastropkism.’] 

A general term for the action of the forces which 
have disturbed and, dislocated the earth’s crust, 
and produced the greater inequalities of its surface. 
Hence BiastropMc (ctaiastr^-fik), of or pertaining 
to diastrophism. (Also, otherwise employed in 
quot. 1881.) 

1881 J, Milne in Nature . 126 Other [earthquake 
shocks] again are compounded of direct and transverse 
motions, and might therefore be called diastrophic. 1890 
G. K. Gilbert Lake Bonneville i. 3 note (Funk) It is con- 
venient also to divide diastrophism into orogeny, .and epei- 
rogeny. 1895 J. W. Powell Physiogr. Processes , in Nat, 
Geogr. Monogr. 1 . 1. 23 Regions sink and regions rise and 
the upheaval and subsidence may be called diastrophism , 
and we have diastrophic processes. 

Diastyle (dor as tail), a. and sb. Arch. Also 
6-8 in L. and Gr. form diastylos. [mod. ad. L. 
diastylos, Gr. StdffrvKos e having a space between 
the columns’; also ad. Gr. SiacrrvXtov the inter- 
columnar space ; f. 5 id through + arvAos- pillar.] 

A. adj. Of a colonnade or building : Having the 
intervals between the columns each of three (or 
four) diameters (in the Doric order, of 2J). B. sb. 
Such a colonnade or building, or such an interval 
between columns. 

1563 Shute Archit. Fja, Diastylos, whose .. distaunee 
betwene the .2. pillers ought to be .3. Diameters or .4. at y* 
/urdest 1704 J. Harris Lex. Techn., Diastyle , is a sort of 
Edifice, where the Pillars stand at such a distance one from 
another, that three Diameters of their thickness are allow’d 
for Intercolummation.. *7*5 Henley tr. Montf ancon's A ntiq. 
Italy (ed. 2) 18 The ancient Colonnade .. is a Diastylos of 
sixteen fluted Columns. 1842-76 Gwilt A rchit. § 2605 The 
ancient names .. of the different Intercolumniations . . are — 
the pycnostyle . . tlie sy style . .the emtyle . . th e diastyle . . and 
the arseostyle 1856 M. Lafever Archit. Instructor 358 
A colonnade, vis designated, .as. .pycnostyle when the space 
between the columns is a, diameter and a half of the column* 
systyle when it is two diameters . . diastyle when three. 

Biasyrm (dsrasaim.). Phet. [ad* Gr. Staavp- 
pbs, Latinized diasyrmus, disparagement, ridicule, 
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the rhetorical figure expressing this, f. Imaipuv to 
disparage, ridicule, f. Sid through, apart + ffvpetv 
to drag.] A figure of rhetoric expressing dis- 
paragement Or ridicule. ^ . 

1678 Phillips, Diasyrmus (Grk.), a figure in Rhetorlck, in 
which we elevate any person or. thing by way of derision, 
1757 W. Dodd Beauties Shales. I. 97 (Jod.) We have a 
beautiful passage in Richard the Third fact i, sc. i) on this 
topick iu that fine diasyrm he speaks on himself. 

Diat(e, obs. form of Diet. 

■f Diata*ctic, Obs. [ad. Gr. SiaratcTtfeds 
distinguishing, distinctive, f. Siaraffcrav to dispose 
severally, appoint, ordain, f. Sta apart 4 - Taff&uv to 
set in order.] Of or pertaining to order or arranger 
ment, spec, as exercised by the Church ; ordaining. 
Also f Diataxtical a. in same sense. 

1646 S. Bolton Arraignm. Err. 284 The Diatactick 
power. Ibid,, The several! branches laid down by Holy and 
learned men, viz. Dogmaticall, Diatacticall and Critical. 
The first hath relation to Doctrine; the second to Order ; 
the third to Censure. 1673 T. Forrester in Wodrow Hist. 
Suj^. Ch. Scot . (1829) II. 11. ix. 253 All power or jurisdiction 
in its assemblies either diatactic, critic, or dogmatic. 2688 
Ren ma/iSerm., etc. ( 1776') 538 The diatactick power, whereby 
the courts of Christ are to discern the circumstances of the 
worship of God as to time, place, etc. 

(i Diatessaron (daiate'saipn). Also 5-6 dya-, 
5-7 diatesseron, 6 diathesaron. [a. OF. diates - 
saron (Godfr.), a. L. diatessaron, Gr. Sid reoffapeav 
through or composed of four.] 

f 1 . In Greek and mediseval music : The interval 
of a fourth. (Cf. Diapason, Diapente.) Obs. 

1398 [see Diapason 1]. 1413 Pilgr. Scrwle (Caxton) v. i. 
(1859) 7 2 Ofte amonges other, the lusty Dyatesseron felle in 
they songes. 1349 Compl, Scot, vi. 37 Mony smal birdis .. 
singand..in accorais ofmesureof diapason prolations, tripla 
ande dyatesseron. 1626 Bacon Sylva § 107 The Concords 
in Musxck.. the Fourth which they call Diatesseron. 1694 
Phil. Trans. XVI II. 70 A Diapente added to a Diatessaron 
makes a Diapason. 1837 Maurice Mor. Met. Philos. III. 
v. § 27. 183 The circle, .the diatessaron in music, and the 
like are certain stable forms. 

f 2 . In old Pharmacy, a medicine composed of 
four ingredients ; see quot. 1883 . Obs. [Dia- 2 .] 

c 1400 Lanfranc's Cirnrg. 264 He shal holde in his mouf> 
tiriacum diatesseron. 1377 Frampton Joyful News (1380) 
119 a iStanf.) The triacle Diathesaron. 1698 Fryer Acc. 

E. India 4 P. 157 That enervating Liquor called Paunch.. 
from Five Ingredients ; as the Physicians name their Com- 
position Diapente ; or from Four things, Diatesseron. 1883 
Syd. Soc. Lex., Diatessaron , old name for a medicine of 
gentian and Aristolochia rotunda roots, laurel berries, and 
myrrh, made into a confection with honey and extract of 
juniper ; anciently used as alexipharmic. 

3 . A harmony of the four Gospels. 

From the title of the earliest work of the kind, the 2nd 
century EuayyeAiov Sia reo-crapwr, i. e. ‘ gospel made up of 
four’, of Tatian. 

1803 T. Thi R L w all ( tit Id ) , Diatessaron ; or the History of 
our Lord Jesus. 1805 R. Warner {title). The English Dia- 
tessaron ; or the History of Christ, from the compounded 
Texts of the Four Evangelists. 1831 Macaulay Ess., Bos - 
welTs Johnson (1854) 174/2 Who would lose, in theconfusion 
of a Diatessaron, the peculiar charm which belongs to the 
narrative of the disciple whom Jesus loved ? 1887 Diet. 
Chr. Biog. IV. s. v.Tatianus, Tatian's Diatessaron found 
acceptance in the West as well as in the East. 

Hence f Diatessarial a. Obs., belonging to a 
diatessaron (sense 1). 

1301 Douglas Pal, Hon. i.xli, Proportionis fine with sound 
celestiall, Duplat, triplat, diatesserialL 

Diathe*rmacy. [ad. F. diathermash (Mel- 
loni, 1841), ad. Gr. StaBepyaffta a warming through, 
f. 5 ia through + O^p pacta heat. This Eng. form, 
which would regularly have been diatJiermasy, is 
conformed to words in -act.] The quality of being 
diathermic; = Diathermancy 2. 

1867 W. A. Miller Elem, Chem. 1. (ed. 4^ 206 Scarcely 
superior to pure water in dtathermacy. 1870 Matt. Wil- 
liams Fuel of Sun § 113 Any degree of diatbermacy per- 
mitting radiation to take place . . across the flame. 1877 
Watts Diet. Chem. V. 61 [see Diathermic]. 
t Diathermal (doia])5umal), a. Obs. [f. Gr. 
Sta through (Dia- j ) + Thermal (Gr, 6?pp~6s warm, 
Oipp-Tj, Qepp-ov heat) : rendering F . dial her mane ; 
see next.] — Diathermic, Diathermanocs. 

1835 Faraday tr. Melloni in L. 4 * E. Phil. Mag. VII. 473 
(title), On! the Immediate transmission of Calorific Rays 
through Diathermai Bodies. 

Diathermancy (dsiaJjS'Jmansi). Physics . [ad. 

F. diaikermansu, formed by Mellom, 1833, 

Gr. Sta through + Oippavcns heating, f. OzppoAvuv to 
heat. The P'rench ending follows the analogy of 
paralysie for Gr, irapahvcris. The Eng. ending 
simulates the -ncy of transparency, buoyancy. 

MeUoni’s original term, was diathermatieite, from dia- 
ihermane adj. (Ann. Chim. et Phys. 1833, LIII.59, LV. 396, 
Phil. Mag. 1835 VII. 476) ; the latter was, according to him, 

‘ t 8id+8epmw<», in imitation of diaphane, f. Si cL+faiixo 
to show,’ But' the analogy was not exact : diaphane is not 
derived from 81a. and fiaivia, only from the same root; and 
in Oe&fi aivd>y-a,Cv<a does not belong to the root, but is a verbal 
suffix, .the s'terii ’being Oepu.-: Diathermane was first ren- 
dered in Eng. diathermai \ but after 1837 generally diather- 
manofis. To express the notion of ‘ coloration ou teinte 
calorifique Melloni introduced diathertnansie, f. Gr. Sta 
f$mu.ag<n^ heating (Ann. Chivt. et Phys. LV. 377). But 
the distinction between diathermanelte and diathennansie 
appears not to have been generally appreciated ; in the Eng, 
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translation of Melloni’s paper in Taylor's Scientific Memoirs, 
1837, I. 72, diathermancy is tised for both F. words, and 
English writers generally have used it in the sense of Mel- 
loni’s diathermaUeite. For these and other reasons, Melloni 
afterwards (Camples Rendus, 1S41, XIII. 815) abandoned 
his original terms, and gave a new nomenclature : viz, dia - 
thermique adj., instead of diathermane ; diatherniasie (ad. 
Gr. SmBepfiacrta) in place of diathermanelte ; and thermo- 
chrose for diathermansie 1 colouring or tint of heat with 
corresponding adj . thermochrolque. But, though some Eng- 
lish writers have thence used diathermic and dtathermacy, 
most have continued to employ diathertnanous and dia- 
thermancy, the latter in the sense not of Melloni’s diaiker- 
mansie, but of his diathermcmi'iti or diatherniasie .] 

f 1. orig. The property, possessed by radiant heat, 
of being composed of Tays of different refrangi- 
bilities, varying in rate of degree of transmission 
through diathermic substances ; Thermochrosy ; 
also called heat-colour. Obs. 

[1833 Melloni in Ann. Chim. et Phys. LV. 377, Les rayons 
caiorifiques . . possedent, pour ainsi dire, la diathermansie 
propre h chaque substance qu’ils ont traversee, (Note) Je 
prends diathermansie comme 1‘equi valent de coloration ou 
teinte calorifique.) 1837 transl. in Taylor's Scientific Mem. 
I. 6x The calorific rays . . possess (if we may use the term) 
the diathermancy peculiar to each of the substances through 
which they have passed. (Note) I employ the word dia- 
thermancy as the equivalent of calorific coloration or 
calorific tint. — Ibid . 69 They diminish the quantity pf 
heat transmitted by the glass without altering its diather- 
mancy [diathermansie}. 

2. Now: The property of being diathermic oi 
diathermanous ; perviousness to radiant heat ; ■** 
DlATHERMA NETTY. 

[1833 Melloni In Ann. Chin*, et Phys. LV. 396 Les cou- 
leurs introduces dans un milieu diaphane diminuent toujours 
plus ou moins sa diathermaneitd.] 1837 transl. in Taylor’s 
Scientific Mem. I. 72 The colours introduced into a dia- 
phanous medium always diminish its diathermancy in a 
greater or less degree. 1843 A, Smee Sources Phys. Sc. 194 
The extent to which interposed bodies allow radiation is 
called the extent of diathermancy. 1837 Whewell Hist, 
Induct. Sc. (ed. 3III. 399 Their power of transmitting heat, 
which has been called diathermancy. 1863 Tyndall Heat 
ix. 296 Diathermancy bears the same relation to radiant heat 
that transparency does to light. 2893 Brit. Med % Jml. 1 Apr. 
68-j/i Perhaps the diathermancy is the most striking feature 
of mountain climates, as it affords an explanation of the 
great solar temperatures which prevail during the day. .and 
of the great nocturnal radiation. 

DiatEermaneity. rare. [ad. F. diather - 
manHti, 1 diathoynane, with the ending of dia- 
phaniite Diaphaneity.] The quality of being 
diathermanous; «prec. 2 , and Dtathermacy. 

1833 Faraday tr. Melloni in L. 4 E. Phil. Flag. VII. 476 
According to the diathermaneity {diathermanelte) of the 
substance of which the plate consists. 1837 tr. Melloni in 
Taylor’s Scient. Mem. 69 Variations produced in the dia- 
thermaneity [dia therm anii te\ of white glass. 1854 J. Scof* 
fern in Orr'sCirc. Sc. Chem. 276 The transmissibility of 
heat (diathermaneity) of various laminae. 1877 Watts Diet. 
Chem. V. 61 [see DiATHF.RMic], 

t Diathe’rmanism. Obs. [a. F. diather - 
manisme (Larousse), f. dialhermanei\ — Diather-. 
mancy. 

1858 Lardner Hand-bk. Nat. Phil. 372 (Title of section). 

Diathermanous (damj^umanas), a. [f. F, 
diathermane (Melloni 1833) + -ous. For history of 
the Fr. word see Diathermancy,] 

Having the property of freely transmitting radiant 
heat; pervious to heat-rays; == Diathermic. 
(Corresp. to transparent or diaphanous in relation 
to light.) 

1834 E. Turner Elem. Chem. 107 Melloni has. . introduced 
a distinct name diathermanous, to denote free permeability 
to heat. 1854 J. Scoffern in Orr’sCirc. Sc. Chem. 103 We 
have transcalent and non-transcalent substances— otherwise 
called diathermanous and a-diathermanous. 1858 Lardner 
Hand-bk. Hydrost., etc. 371 The only substance found to be 
perfectly diathermanous was rock salt. Plates of this crystal 
transmit nearly all the heat which enters them .. Certain 
media which are nearly opaque are highly diathermanous* 
while others which are highly transparent are nearly ather- 
manous. 1874 Hartwig Aerial W, vi. 75 The great dia- 
thermanous power of dry air. 1881 O. J. Lodge in Nature 
XXIII. 265 The ice, being less diathermanous than the 
vapour, will get heated first. 

t Diatlie'rmant, a. Obs. [f. Diathermancy, 

after transparent, buoyant, etc.] =prec. 

1871 J. C. Ward Nat. Phil. 175 Rock-salt . . may be said 
to be transparent to heat, or as it is called diathermane. 

Diathermic (daiaj^umik), a. [ad. F. dia- 
thermique (f. Gr. tbrough + Gipp-% Gepfi-bv 
heat : see -ic), substituted by Melloni for his 
earlier term diathermane : see Diathermancy.] 
^ Diathermanous. 

1840 T. Thomson Heat fy Electr. (ed. 2) 132 To bodies 
which transmit heat well, Mqlloni has given the name of 
diathermic or transcaloric bodies. *867 W. A. Miller Elem. 
Chem. (ed. 4) 1. 296 A solution of alum is equally diathermic 
with a solution of rock salt. 1869 Mrs. Somerville Molec. 
Sc. I. 1. ii. 37 Bi-sulphide of carbon of all liquids is the 
most diathermic, 1877 Watts Diet. Chem. V. 61 Bodies 
which . . afford a more or less free passage to rays of heat, 
are called by Melloni diathermic ; while those which . J 
entirely obstruct the passage of radiant heat, are called 
adiathermic ; the corresponding properties * , being called 
dtathermacy and adiathermacy, sometimes also diather* 
maneity and adiathermaneity. ■ 

Diathermo*meter. [f. Gr. Sid through 4 * 
Qepfx-ov heat + p irpov measure.] (See quot.) . 
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1883 Syd. Soc. Lex., Diathemzometcr , an instrument de- 
signed to measure the thermal resistance of a body by regis- 
tering the amount of transmitted" heat 
Diathe'rmOTlS, a. [f. Gr. 5m through + stem 

O.t OepfJLas hot + -qjs.] = Diathermic. 

1843 A. Smee Sources Phys.Sc. 194 As a specimen of a 
diathermous body, air is a capital example, 1885 M' Gee 
in Amer.Jrnl. Sc. 3rd Ser. XXIX. 390, The solar accession 
of the east half of the assumed ice-stream will be freely dissi- 
pated through the diathermous forenoon atmosphere. 

Biathe:sic, a. ' rare. [f. Diathes-is + -IC.] 
A Diathetic. 

1883 in Syd. Soc. Lex . *884 L. Bracket Aix-les-hains 1. 
69 Their retrograde action on diathesic affections. 

(I Diathesis (doijae-jfissis). PI. diatheses (-fz). 
[mod. L., a, Gr. SiaBeais disposition, state, condition* 
f. dtaTidiveu to arrange, dispose.] 

Med. A permanent (hereditary or acquired) con- 
dition of the body which renders it liable to certain 
Special diseases or affections ; a constitutional pre- 
disposition or tendency. 

1681 tr. Willis' Rem. Med. Whs. Vocab., Diathesis, the 
affection or disposition. 1727-51 Chambers CycL , Diathesis , 
aiterm Used by some writers in the same sense with consti- 
tution. 1789 A. Crawford in Med. Cornmun . II. 349 The 
. .barytes is . .calculated to correct the scrophulous diathesis. 
1879 Farrar St. Paul I. 490 The epileptic diathesis which 
was the qualification of the Pythonesses of Delphi. 1885 
F. Warner Phys. Expression xvi. 275 The tendencies in the 
development of a child or adult may be studied by determin- 
ing the diathesis, as it is called. 

to -fig- 

1651 Biggs New Disp. 7 236 An exotick Diathesis of cor- 
ruption. 1861 Maine Anc. Law ix. (1876) 340 Enormous 
influence on the intellectual diathesis of the modern world. 
1874 Black ie Self -Cult. 90 Practically, there is no surer 
test of a man's moral diathesis than the capacity of prayer. 
1877 F. Hall Eng. A dj. in -able 173 Helpless slaves of what 
a metaphysician might call the sequacious diathesis. 

Hence Dia=tliesisa*tioai, 4 the rendering general 
or systemic of an originally local disease ; as the 
development into pyaemia of a simple abscess’. 
Syd. Soc. Lex. 1885. 

.Diathetic (doia}>e’tik), a. [f. Diathesis, on 
Greek analogies : cf. antithesis , antithetic : see 
-thetic.] Of, pertaining to, or arising from dia- 
thesis ; constitutional. 

1866 Flint Princ. Med. (1880) 92 Diseases .. involving a 
constitutional predisposition, or diathesis, are sometimes 
distinguished as diathetic diseases. 1880 J. Edmunds in 
Med. Temp. Jrnl. July 184 Diathetic conditions need.. ap- 
propriate medical treatment. 

Hence Diathetically adv., in a diathetic manner, 
constitutionally. 

1883 E. C. Mann Psychol. Med. 346 They are related to 
each other nutritionally and diathetically. 

Diatom (dsrai^m), [ad. mod.L. Diatoma , f. 
Gr. tiiarofjL-os cut through, cut in half, f. 5ta Tifivnv 
to cut through.] A member of the genus Diatoma, 
or, in a wider sense, of the Uiatomacex, an order of 
microscopic unicellular Algse, with silicified cell- 
walls, and the power of locomotion, on which ac- 
count they were formerly placed by many naturalists 
in the Animal kingdom. They exist in immense 
numbers at the bottom of the sea, as well as in fresh 
water; and their siliceous remains form extensive 
fossil deposits in many localities. 

: The genus Diatoma "is distinguished by having the Trus- 
tifies, or individual cells, connected by their alternate angles 
so as to form a kind of zig-zag chain : hence the name. 

1845 Gray Lett. (1893) 332 Then the low, minute forms 
and Confervae come ending with diatoms, transitions to 
corallines through sponge, etc. 1853 W. Smith British 
Diatomacex 25 During the_ healthy life of the Diatom the 
process pf self-division is being continually repeated. 1858 
C. P. Smyth Asiron. Exper. Teneriffe 6 The countless mil- 
lions of diatondes that go to make a feast for the medusae. 1862 
Dana Man. Geol. § 74 Microscopic siliceous shields of the 
infusoria called diatoms, which are now regarded as plants. 
1,1865 Gosse Land % .SVrt 11874) 158 The name Diatoma . . 
has reference to the readiness with which the strings or 
chains in which most of the forms are aggregated may be 
separated.} 1882 Vines Sacks’ Bot. 260 The movements of 
Diatoms are not altogether dissimilar to those of Desmids, 
and even the silicification of the cell- wall.. is found, though 
to a smaller extent, in Clostermm and other Desmids. 

• attrib. *880 Carpenter in 19th Cent. No. 38. 605 Their 
exquisitely sculptured cases, accumulating on the bottom, 
form a siliceous ‘Diatom-ooze’, which takes the place in 
higher latitudes of the white. calcareous mud resulting front 
the disintegration of foraminiferal shells. 1893 A. H. S. 
I.ANDOR Hairy Amu 74 Beds of lignite, coal of inferior 
quality, and diatom earth. 

Biatomacecms (dobat^m^’J >s), a. [f. mod.L. 
Diatomdcex (f. Diatoma) + -bus : see prec. and 
'fCEOus.] a. Of or pertaining to the order Dia- 
tpmacem , containing the Diatoms and their allies. 
Ip* Geol. Consisting or formed of the . fossil remains 
of diatoms, as in diatomaceous earth , deposits , etc. 

• 1847 J. D. Hooker in Brit. Assoc. Rept. II. 83 {Paper) On 

the Diatomaceous Vegetation of the Antarctic Ocean. 1853 
Kane Grinnell Exp. xlviii. (1856) 455 Filled; with slimy 
diatomaceous life. 1878 Huxley Physiogr. xvij. 292 In dia- 
tomaceous deposits the individual diatoms rfin . into a sort of 
opal. 1883 Cassell's Pam. Mag. 507/1 The best diatomaceous 
earth is the ‘ Kieselguhr’ of Hanover, which serves for the 
preparation of dynamite. ‘ 

So Biatoma 'cea.xt, a member of theDiatomaceoef 
■* next. In mod. Diets. 


Biato s mean s [f. mod.L. Diatome-oe. (f.;Z>/<z~ 
toma)r- an.] : A diatomaceous plant, a diatom. 

1853 Henfrey Ray Society’s Bot. 4- Physiol. Mem. 360 
Every Diatomean is formed by a siliceous shield and a soft 
substance therein contained. 

Diatomic (doiaqrmik), a . Chem. [f. Di- 2 twice 
+ dTu/i-os At<>m + -ic.] Consisting of, or having, 
two atoms ; specifically applied to compounds 
containing two replaceable atoms of hydrogen ; 
sometimes used as = divalent. 

1869 Roscoe Elent. Ckem. xxxiv. heading. Diatomic acids, 
resulting from the oxidation of the glycols. Ibid. 417 It .. 
is monobasic but diatomic. 1869 Eng. Meek. 12 Nov. 198/3 
Elements . . classified as . . diatomic or bivalent, having two 
attractions, as sulphur. 1880 Clemenshaw Wurtz* Atom. 
Tk, 1 19 note. The term diatomic molecules clearly and 
correctly expresses molecules formed of two atoms. 

Bi:atomrferous, a. [f. mod.L. Diato?na 
Diatom r -ferous.] Producing or yielding dia- 
toms. In mod. Diets. 

Biatomin (dcijgrtomin). [f. as prec. + -IX.] 
The yellowish-brown or buff-coloured pigment, 
which colours diatoms and the brown algae. 

1882 Vines Sachs' Bot. 260 [In Diatoms] the green colour- 
ing matter is concealed, as in the chlorophyll-granules of 
the Fucaceae, by a buff-coloured substance, Diatomin or 
Phycoxanthin. 

Diatomist (doi|£e*tomist). [f. as prec. 4 -1ST.] 
One who studies diatoms. 

1881 Jrnl. Quekett Microsc. Club Si o. 46. 191, I should 
like the attention of Piatomists to be drawn, .towards the 
elucidation of the true sexual generation in these plants. 

Diatomite (doijsetomait). [f. as prec. + -ite.] 
Diatomaceous or infusorial earth. 

1887 Sci. Amer. 12 Mar. 161/1 The fossil meal, diatomite, 
or infusorial earth of the English. • 

Diatomous (doi^'tomas), a. Min. [f. Gr. 

5 laroji-os cut through (see Diatom) + -ous.] ‘ Hav- 
ing crystals with one distinct diagonal cleavage \ 
1847 m Craig; and in later Diets. 

Biatonic (doiatf'nik), a. [a. F. diatonique 
(14th c. in Hatz.-Darm.), ad. L. diatonic -us, a. Gr. 
StaroviKos, f. bt&rovos, f. 5id through, at the interval 
of+ to vos tone.] 

1. The name of that genus or scale of ancient 
Greek music (the others being Chromatic and En- 
harmonic) in which the interval of a tone was 
used, the tetrachord being divided into two whole 
tones and a semitone (as in each half of the modern 
diatonic scale). 

1603 Holland Plutarch's Mor. 1252 Before his time, al 
Musicke was either Diatonique or Chromatique. 1694 
Holder Treat. Harm. (1731) 102 The Diatonick, had two 
Colours; it was Molle and Syntonum. 1763 J. Brown 
Poetry $ Mus. v. 64 In the ancient Diatonic Scale.. one 
Semitone and two whole Tones- are ordained to succeed 
each other invariably. 

2. In modem music, denoting the scale which in 
any key proceeds by the notes proper to that key 
without chromatic alteration; hence, applied to 
melodies and harmonies constructed from such a 
scale. 

[1597 Morley Introd. Mas. Annot., Diatonicum is that 
which is now in vse.] 1694 Holder Treat. Harm. (1731) 
114 In Diatonic Music there is but one sort of Hemitone ... 
whose Ration is 16 to 15. 1726 Swift It cannot rain but 
it pours , He sings . . with equal facility in the chromatick, 
inharmonick, and diatonick' stile. 1774 Burney Hist. Mus. 
(ed. 2) I. ii. 23 In modern music the Genera are but two : 
Diatonic and Chromatic. 1848 RiMbauLt First Bk. Piano 
91, Diatonic, the natural scale ; ascending by notes, con- 
taining five tones and two semitones. 1856 Comstock & 
Hoblyn Nat. Philos, (ed. 6) 234 What is called the gamut, or 
diatonic scale. 1876 Macfarren Harmony (ed. 2) 11. 39 The 
word Dia ton ic, — rendered through the tones by etymologists 
— must have been intended to signify through the unin- 
Jlected notes. 1879 G. Meredith Egoist xxi (1889) 198 
Crossjay’s voice ran up and down a diatonic scale, 

b * fig. Of a normal or natural soil ; free from 
fancies or crotchets. , 

1871 Contemp.Rev. XVI. 649 The healthy diatonic nature 
of Mr. Hutton’s chief preferences in literature. 

Hence f Biatomical a. Obs. = Diatonic ; Bia- 
to'nically adv., in a diatonic manner. 

1597 Morley Introd. Mus. Annot., This diuision is false 
in the diatonicall kind of mnsicke. ^ 1727-51 Chambers 
C.ycl. s. v, Diapente , The diapente is a simple concord ; yet, if 
considered diatonically, it contains four terms. 1774 Burney 
Hist. Mm. T. iv. 57 Taking., two or more perfect chords of 
the same kind diatonically; 

Diatory, obs. form of Dietary. 

Biatribe (dsratroib), sb. Formerly also in L. 
form diatriba. [a, F. diatribe (15th c. in Hatz.- 
Darm.), ad. L. diatriba a learned discussion, a 
school, a. Gr. dtarpi 0 r} a wearing away (of time), 
employment, study, and (in Plato) discourse, f. 5ta- 
rpifi-Hv tb rub through or away*- The senses in F. 
and Eng. exactly correspond;] 

1; A discourse, disquisition, critical dissertation. 
arch. 'r.:. - V A. ■ 

1581 J. Bell H addon's. A jisiv. Osor. s^.6 b, I heare the 
sounde of an Argument from the Popish Diatriba. 1643 
R. Baillie Lett. 4- jfrnls. (1841) II. 65 Some parergetick 
Diatribes of that matter. 1672 Mede's Whs. Gen: Pref. A, 
That excellent Diatriba upon S. Mark i. 15, 1683^ Lend. 

Gaz. No. 1820/4 The constant Communicant; a Diatribe, 


proving that. Constancy in receiving- the Lords Supper is 
the indispensable Duty of every Christian. 1703 j. Quick 
Dec . Wife's Sister Lett., Possibly this poor Diatribe may 
contribute something thereunto. 1816 Kirby & Sp. Entomot. 
(1828] II. xxiv, 397, I shall conclude this diatribe upon the 
noises of insects. *875 Lowell Spenser Prose Wks. 1890 
IV. 273 A diatribe on the subject of descriptive poetry. 

2. In modern use: A dissertation or discourse 
directed against some person or work ; a bitter and 
violent criticism ; an invective. 

1804 Scott Let. Ellis Jn Lockhart Life xiii, One must 
always regret so very serious a consequence of a diatribe. 
1830 Cunningham Brit. Paint. II. 132 On the appearance 
of this bitter diatribe in 1797. 1850 Kingsley Alt. Locke 

xxviii, A rambling, bitter diatribe on the wrongs and suffer- 
ings of the labourers. 1854 Thackeray Nemcomes II. 293 
Breaking out into fierce diatribes. 1877 Morley Carlyle 
Grit. Misc. Ser. 1. (1878) 201 The famous diatribe against 
Jesuitism in the Latter-Day Pamphlets. 

Hence Di-atribe v. intr to utter a diatribe ; to 
inveigh bitterly. 

1893 National Observer May 630/1 Why diatribe against 
the tradesmen of Liskeard ? 

Bi atribist. [f. prec. + -ist.] One who writes 
or utters a diatribe ; t the writer of a critical dis- 
sertation. 

a 1660 Hammond Whs. II. iv. 134 (R.) The same I desire 
may introduce my address to this diatribist. 1678 Cud- 
worth IntelL Syst. 1. iv. 190 Against a modern Diatribist. 
Diatrion : see Dia- 2 . 

|| Biatypo’sis, Rhet. [L., a. Gr. Starvircccis 
vivid description, f. dtarvvv-uv to form or represent 
perfectly.] (See quot.) 

1657 J. Smith Myst. Rhet. 251 Diatyjosis . . A figure when 
a thing is so described by mere words, that it may seem to 
be set. .before our eyes. 1706 in, P hillips (ed. Kersey). 
Bianlic (dsbpTik), a. [f. Gr. dtavXos (see next) 
+ - 10 .] Of or pertaining to, or of the nature of, 
the diaulos or double course. 

1837 Wheelwright \t. Aristophanes I. 225 Come they 
thus arm’d to the diaulic course. 

H Bianlos (doiip lps). Grec. Antiq. [Gr. biavXos 
double pipe, channel, of course, f. 5t- (Di- 2 ) + 
avA/spipe.] 

1. A double course, in which the racers turned 
round a goal and returned to the starting point. 

1706 Phillips (ed. Kersey \ Dtaulon, a kind of Race 
among the Ancients, two furlongs in length, at the end of 
which they return’d back along the same Course. 0:1859 
De Quincey Post. Whs. 11891) I. 165 Eight days for the 
diaulos of the journey. 1884 R. C, Jebh in Encycl. Brit. 
XVII. 766 k Olympia ) Beside the foot-race in which the 
course was traversed once only, there were now the diaulos 
or double course and the long foot-race. 

2. An ancient Greek musical instrument; the 
double flute. 

Bia*xial, a. rare. [f. Gr. 5t- (Di- 2 ) twice 
+ Axial.] Having two (optic) axes ; = Biaxial. 
1843 J. Pereira Led. Polarized Light 69 Another kind 
• . is called by mineralogists prismatic, or diaxial mica. 

}| Biaxon (dsiise-k^n), a. Zool. [mod. f. Gr. 
5 1 - (£>1-54) + agcov axis.] Of sponge spicules: 
Having two axes. 

1886 Von Lendenfeld In Proc. Zool. Soc. (1886) 560 When 
one of the rays of this tri-act spicule becomes rudimentary, 
Diaxonia can theoretically be produced. It is, however, 
advantageous to consider the diaxon spicules as part of the 
Triaxonia. 

Biazenctic (doiazi^’ktik), a. [ad. Gr. Stafeu/f- 
ruebs disjunctive, f. diafcvyvvvai to disjoin, f. 5 ia 
apart + (evyvijvai { stem C* v 7“) join.] Disjunc- 
tive; applied, in ancient Greek Music, to the in- 
terval of a tone separating disjunct tetrachords ; 
also to the tetrachords ( Disjunct). So [} Dia- 
zetvxis [Gr. Siafcvges], the separation of two tetra- 
chords by a tone. 

1698 Wallis in Phil. Trans. XX. 250 The Difference of 
which, is La mi. Which is, what the Greeks call, the Dia- 
zeuctick Tone', which doth Dis-join two Fourths .. and, 
being added to either of them, doth make a Fifth. 1760 
Ibid. LI. ; 709 The position of the diazeuctic tone, 1874 
Chappell Hist. Music I. 129 At the base of each Octave 
was a ‘ diazeuctic’, or Major tone. 1880 Stainer & Barrett 
Diet. M us. Terms, Diazeuxis. 

Diazingiber, -zin.ziber : see Dia-, 2 . 

Biazo- (doi|?e*z 0 ). Chem. [f. Di- 2 + Azo-.] A 
formative of the names of compounds derived from 
the aromatic hydrocarbons, which contain two 
atoms of nitrogen combined in a peculiar way with 
phenyl. (Cg H 5 'i, as diazo-benzene , diazo-naph thaline, 
diazo-amido-benzene, etc. Also used attributively, 
as in diazo compounds, derivatives, reaction. 

1873 Fawned Chem. (ed. n) 797 Whereby they Were con- 
verted into diazotoluenes. xZ’jZ Lazq Reports 29 Ch. Div. 
367 Naphthylamine is converged into its diazo compound by 
the action of nitrous acid; 1880 F riswell in Soc. Arts Jrnl. 
446 The diazobenzene formed at once attacks the free aniline 
salt v 1880 Athenaeum 13 Nov. 645/2 Action of Diazonaph- 
thalin on Salicylic Add. 1890 Lancet 23 Aug. 413/r The 
so-called diazo reaction of urine . . A bright or carmine red 
colouration denotes the diazo action. ’ 

Hence Bia zotype. 

1891 Art yV'/ri. Feb. 54 The Diazotype process, a method 
of photographic; dyeing and printing. 

H'Biazoma (daiaz^ Dina). [L. diazo ma space 
between the seats in a theatre; a. Gr. Idfafia girdle, 
partition, or diaphragm, lobby in a theatre, f. 5*4 


DXAZOSTEB, 


824 


through, over + ffipa that which is girded, f. fov- 
vvvat to gird round,] 

X. In the ancient Greek theatre : A semicircular 
passage through the auditorium, parallel to its 
outer border, and cutting the radial flights of steps 
at right angles at a point about half way up. 

1706 Phillips (ed. Kersey), Diazoma, a Girdle or Waste- 
belt ; also a broad Footstep on the Stairs of an Amphi- 
theater. i8ao T. S. Hughes Trav . Sicily I. xi. 335 (Stanf.) 
It is of small dimensions, containing only one diazoma or 
corridor. 

f 2 . Anat. The diaphragm or midriff. Obs. 

170(5 Phillips fed. Kersey), Diazoma . . . in Anatomy the 
same with the Diaphragm or Midriff. 1883 Syd. Soc. Lex., 
Diazoma, an old name,. for the diaphragm. 

li Biazo*ster. [a. Gr. Sia^coorrfp the twelfth 
vertebra in the back, f. 8ta through, over + faarfjp 
girdle, belt, f, fawivai to gird.] (See quots.) 

2811 Hooper Med, Diet., Diazoster, a name of the twelfth 
vertebra of the back. 1883 Syd. Soc. Lex., Diazoster, old 
name for the twelfth vertebra of the spinal column ; because 
a belt girding the body is usually placed over it (Gorraeus). 

Diazotize (doiiarz^taiz), v. Chem. [f. Di- 2 +• 
Azote + -ize: c f. azotize.] trans. To convert 
into a diazo compound. Hence Diazotized ppL a. 

1889 M'Gowan tr. Bernthsm's Org. Chem. 361 The con- 
version of amido- into diazo-compounds is termed diazotiz- 
ing. 1892 Nature 28 J uly, The number of amidogen groups 
which have been diazotized can be determined. 1890 Thorpe 
Diet. A ppl. Chem. I. 247 Flavophenin .. prepared by the 
action of diazotised benzidine (one molecule) on two mole- 
cules of salicyclic acid in alkaline solution. 

Dib, sbA dial. [A variant of Dip sb. : cf. Dib 
v. 1 ] A dip; a small hollow in the ground. 

1847-78 Halliwell, Dib, a valley. North. 1869 Lonsdale 
Gloss., Dib, a dip. 1876 F. K. Robinson Whitby Gloss., 
Dib, a slight concavity on the ground's surface. 

2 . Comb. Dibboard, the dip or inclination of a 
seam of coal. Norihumbld. Gloss. 1892. 

Dib, sb . 2 Generally in pi. dibs. {Dibs, found 
in the iSth c., was prob. a familiar shortening of 
dibstones, mentioned by Locke. Prob. a deriv. of 
Dib vA : cf. the names Dabbebs, and {dial.) dabs , 
applied to a similar game, f. Dab v.] 

1 . pi. A game played by children with pebbles 
or the knuckle -bones of sheep; also the name of 
the pebbles or bones so used; see Astragal, 
Checkstones, Cookal. 

1730-6 Bailey (folio), Dibbs, a play among children. 1810 
E. D. Clarke Trav. 1. 177 This game is called ‘Dibbs’ by 
the English. 1867 H. Kingsley Silcote o/S. xiii, His dibbs 
and agate taws. 1888 Berksh. Gloss., Dibs, a game played 
with the small knuckle bones taken from legs of mutton; 
these bones are themselves called dibs. 1890 J. D. Robert- 
son Gloucestersh. Gloss., Dibs, pebbles. 

2 . A counter used in playing at cards, etc. as 
a substitute for money. 

3 . pi. A slang term for money. 

1812 H. & J. Smith Rej. Addr ., G. Barnwell, Make nunky 
surrender his dibs. 1867 Smyth Sailor's Word-bk., Dibbs , 
a galley term for ready money. 1868 Miss Braddon Run 
to Earth III. ix, ‘You are the individual what comes down 
with the dibbs.’ 1883 Besant Garden Fair n. iii. To make 
other beggars do the work and to pocket the dibs yourself. 

4 . » Dibble. (In various Eng. dialects.) 

1891 Leicestersh. Gloss., Dib , Dibber or Dibble , a pointed 
instrument often made of a broken spade-handle, for making 
holes for seeds. 

Dib, sb .3 A local Sc. var. of Dub, a puddle. 
x8ax Galt Ann. of Parish 312 (Jam.) The dibs were full, 
the roads foul. 1821 — Ayrsh. Legatees 100 Gam.) He 
kens the loan from the crown of the causeway, as well as 
the duck does the midden from the adle dib. 

Dib, vA Obs. exc. dial. [App. an onomatopoeic 
modification of Dips'., expressing the duller sound 
caused by broader contact. Cf. Dib .r<M] trans. 
—Dip v. 

c 1325 Metr. Horn. 12X Jesus . . bad thaim dib thair cuppes 
alle, And bertille bern best in halle. C1570 Durham Deposit. 
(Surtees) 100 Dib the shirt in the water, and so hang it upon 
a hedge all that night. *580 Baret A Iv. D 653 To Dibbe 
or dippe. 1617 Minsheu Ductor, To Dibbe, vi. to Dippe. 
x863 Atkinson Cleveland Gloss., Dib , To dip. 

Dib, vA [A derivative form from Dab vA, ex- 
pressing an action of the same kind but weaker or 
lighter : cf. the forms sip , snip, tip, and the redu- 
plicating element in bibble-babble, tittle-tattle, pit- 
pat, zig-zag, which expresses a weakened phase of 
the notion expressed by the radical. 

Sense 3 is also expressed by Dap, another derived form 
from dab, in which the consonant is lightened ; also by Dop. 
Here there may also be association with Dip.] 

L trans. To dab lightly or finely cf. Dab vA 2. 
1609 Ev. Woman in H urn. 1. i. in Butlen O. PI. IV, Mistris 
that face wants a fresh Glosse. Prethee, dib it in well. Bos. 

2 . intr. To tap or pat lightly : cf. Dab vA i d. 
1869 Blackmore Loma D. x, It is a flue sight to behold. . 

the way that they dib with their hills. 

3 . intr. To fish by letting the bait (usually a 
natural insect) dip and bob lightly on the water ; 
=Dap v. 1, Dibble vA 2. 

x68x Chetham Angled s Vade-m. iv. § 8 (1689) 37 Put one 
on the point of a Dub-fly Hook, and dib with it, or dib with 
the Ash-fly. 1827 Mirror II. 118/1 It is customary to dib 
for them, or to use a fly. x88o Bo/s (non Bk. 265 House- 
crickets are also good, to dib with, for chub. Ibid. 277 
The hawthorn-fly.. is used to dib in a river for Trout. 


4. To dibble. . ... 

Known in actual use only in mod. dial., but implied in 
Dibber, Dibbing-stick : see also Dibble. . 

2891 Evans Leicestersh. Gloss., Dib and Dibble vb., to use 
a ‘ dibble Dibble is the commonest form, both of the sb. 
and v. 

Hence Di'bbing sb . ; Dishing- stick, a dibble. 

i68x Chetham Anglers Vade-m. xxxiii. § x (1689) 174 
Angling with a natural Fly (called dibbing, dapeing or dib- 
bling). Ibid. § 2. 174 Dibbing is always performed on the 
very surface.. or permitting the Bait to sink for 2 inches. 
1833 Bowlker Angling 27 The natural flies best adapted 
for dibbing or bobbing at the bush. 1863 H. C. Pennell 
Angler Nat. 154 A natural caterpillar, cockchafer, or grass- 
hopper, used with a short line by dibbing over the bushes. 
1886 Chesh. Gloss., Dibbin-sHck, a stick used for planting 
cabbages, etc. or making holes for sowing seed. 

Dibar, obs. form of Diaper. 

Dibasic (dnib^’sik), a. Chem. [f. Di- 2 +■ 
Base sbA + -10.] Having two bases, or two atoms 
of a base. Dibasic acid: one which, contains 
two atoms of displaceable hydrogen. See Bibasic. 

x868 Chambers' Encycl. X. 462/2 When an acid admits of 
the displacement of two atoms of hydrogen, it is termed 
dibasic. 1869 Roscoe Elem. Chem. (1874) 365 The acids .. 
of the second series are dibasic. x88o Clemenshaw Wurtz * 
Atom. The, 204 Oxygen and sulphur, the ‘dibasic ' character 
of which was demonstrated by Kekule. 

Hence Bibasi-city, dibasic quality. 

x88o Clemenshaw Wurtz ’ Atom. The. 179 The dibasicity 
of tartaric acid, 

Dibb, var. of Dib. 

Dibber (drbai). [f. Dib vA (sense 4Y+-EB' 1 .] 

1. An instrument for dibbling ; a dibble ; especi- 
ally, an implement having a series of dibbles or 
teeth for making a number of holes at once., 

1736 Pegge Kenticisms, Dibble, I think they call it dibber 
in Kent. 1783 Trans. Soc. Encourag. Arts I. 112, I . . 
ploughed the land very deep, dressed the ground down, and 
planted with hand-dibbers. 1797 A. Young Agric. Suffolk 
48 A man . . with a dibber of iron, the handle about three feet 
long, in each hand, strikes two rows of holes. 1847 Kavn- 
bird in Jrnl. R. Agric. Soc. VIII. 1. 215 By using a drop- 
drill, or a larger dibber for making the holes. 1848 Ibid. 
IX. n. 548 Five cut sets [of hops] should be planted to 
make a hill, which should be put in with a dibber around 
the stick. 

2. Mining. The pointed end of an iron bar used 
for making holes. D.S. 

1871 W. Morgans Man. Mining Tools 158 The pointed 
ends of bars are often slightly bent, to facilitate getting a 
pinch and levering in certain positions. The end is called 
a ‘dibber', for making holes. 

Dibbin, dibben. Obs. or dial. 

+ 1. In the leather trade : Part of a hide ; perh. 
the shank. Obs . 

1603-4 Act i fas. /, c. 22 § 35 The Neckes, Wombes, and 
Dibbms, or other peeces of Offall cut of from the saide Backes 
or Buts of Leather. 

2. dial. (See quot.) 

1847-78 Halliwell, Dibben, a fillet of veal. Devon. 

Dibble (di'bT), sb. Forms : 5 debylle, 6 dyb- 
bil, 6-7 dible, 6 - dibble. [In form belonging 
app. to Dib vA (sense 4 ), -LB being instrumental 
as in beetle, or diminutive : cf. dibber , dibbing-stick 
in same sense. Dibble is however evidenced much 
earlier than Drs vA, which leaves the nature of 
their relation doubtful.] 

An instrument used to make holes in the ground 
for seeds, bulbs, or young plants. In its simplest 
form, a stout pointed cylindrical stick with or 
without a handle ; but it may also have a cross 
bar or projection for the loot {foot-dibble), or be 
forked at the point, or furnished with several points 
to make a number of holes at once. 

c 1450 Nominate in Wr.-Wulcker 713 Hoc subterrarium, 
a debylle. X483 Cath. Angl. 92 A Debylle, pastinacum, 
subterratorium. 1563 Hyll Art Garden. 128 With your 
forked dibble, put vnder the head, loose it so in the earth, 
that [etc,]. 1570 Levins Manip. 124/42 A dybbil. 1573 

Tusser Husb. (1878) 101 Through cunning with dible, rake, 
mattock, and spade, By line and by leauell, trim garden is 
made.^ x 6 xt Shaks. Wint. T. iv. iv. 100 He not put The 
Dible in earth, to set one slip of them. 1674 Ray .S’. $ E. C. 
Words 64 A Dibble , an instrument to make holes in the 
ground with for setting beans, pease or the like. X727 
Bradley Fam. DlcL s.v. Dibble , There is a Dibble of a 
modern Invention with several Teeth, the Body of it is 
made of a light Wood, and the Teeth of a Wood that is 
somewhat harder. 1818 Keats Endym. m. 153 In sowing- 
time ne’er would I dibble take, Or drop a seed. 1859 F. 
Burton Centr. Afr. in Jml. Geog. Soc. XXIX. 397 The 
people use a msaha or dibble, a chisel-shaped bit of iron, 
with a socket to receive a wooden handle. x86x Delamer 
FI. Gard. 48 To plant them with the trowel or dibble, 
tb. ? A moustache. Obs. slang. 

1614 B. Jonson Barth. Fair 11. iii, Neuer tuske,nor twirle 
your dibble, good lordane. 

Dibble (drb’l), vA [f. Dibble sb.] 

1. trans. To make a hole in (the soil) with or 
as with a dibble ; to sow or plant by this means. 
To dibble in {into) : to put in or plant by dibbling. 

1583 Stanyhurst AEneis iv. (Arb.) no So far is yt cram- 
pernd with roote deepe dibled at helgats. 1791 Cowper 
Yardley Oak 26 A skipping deer, With pointed hoof dib- 
bling the glebe. 1797 A. Young Agric. Suffolk 47 One 
farmer near Dunwich. .. dibbled 258 acres. 1799 Gentl. 
Mag. I. 392 A woman employed, .dibbling beans. 1847-8 
H. Miller First Impr. ix. (1857) I 45 The clayey soil around 
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it was dibbled thick by the tiny hoofs of sheep. 185s 
M. Arnold Balder Dead iii. 312 The soft strewn snow 
Under the trees is dibbled thick with holes. 1872 Baker 
Nile Tribut. iv. 54 The seeds of the dhurra are dibbled in 
about three feet apart. 

iransf. 1883 Sir E. Beckett in Knowl. 31 Aug. 140 ^ 
The printer’s passion for dibbling in a comma between every 
two adjectives. 

2. intr. To use or work with a dibble ; to bore 
holes in the soil. 

Mod. He was dibbling in his garden. 

Hence Bi-bbled ppl. a . ; Dabbling- vbl. sb. ; also 
in Comb., as dibbling-machine. 

x 79 5 Hull Advertiser 10 Oct. 3/3 If Dibbling, instead of 
Broadcast, was wholly practised, it would produce a saving. 
1832 Veg. Subst. Food 38 Depositing the seed in holes . . at 
regular intervals ., is called drilling, or dibbling. 1846 J. 
Baxter Libr. Pract . Agric. II. 210 It appears, .that drilling 
with the hoe is much preferable to dibbling. Ibid. There 
was . . one quarter more of produce from the drilled crop 
than from the dibbled. 1874 Knight Diet. Mech., Dibbling/ 
machine, one used for making holes in rows for potato sets, 
for beans, or other things which are planted isolated in 
rows. 

Dibble (drb’l), vA [Perhaps a derived form 
from Dabble with lighter vowel: but cf. Dib 
3.] 

1 . mtr. — D abble s'. 2. 

1622 Drayton Poly-olb. xxv. (1748) 366 And near to them 
you see the lesser dibbling teale. 

2 . =Dib vA 3, Dapt>. i. 

1658 R. Franck North. Mem. (1821) 60 Dibble lightly ojn 
the surface of the water. 1676 Cotton A ngler (T.), This 
stone-fly.. we, dape or dibble with, as with the drake. x68x 
Chetham Angler's Vade-m. vii, § 2 (1688) 75 When you 
angle at ground in a clear Water, or dibble with natural 
Flies. 1833 Fraser's Mag. VII. 54 He . . bobs and dibbles 
till he hooks his prey. 

Hence Di bbling vbl. sb. 

1676 Cotton Angler n. v. 295 This way of fishing we call 
Doping or Dabbing , or Dibling wherein you are always to 
have your Line flying before you up or down the River as 
the Wind serves. 1858 Sat. Rev. V. 569/2 Dibbling for 
trout he considers a high achievement. 

Di*bMe-da‘¥fele, colloq. or dial. [Reduplica- 
tion of Dabble, the form expressing repetition 
with alternation of intensity, as in bibble-babble , 
tittle-tattle , zigzag, etc.] lit. An irregular course 
of dabbling or splashing; fig. rubbish; also, up- 
roar with violence. 

c 1550 Bale K. Johan (Camden) 7 They are but dyble 
dable I marvell ye can abyd such byble bable. 1767 C'tess. 
Cowper in Mrs. Delany’s Life $ Corr. Ser. n. (1862) I. 99 
It turned out such a dibble-dabble. . .We have had March 
weather before March came. 1825 Jamieson, Dibble-dabble , 
uproar, accompanied with violence. 1847-78 Halliwell® 
Dibble-dabble , rubbish. North. 

Dibbler (di-bbi). [f. Dibble vA+ -er*.] 

1. One who dibbles. 

1770-4 A. H unter Georg. Ess. (1804) II. 356 One dibbler 
generally undertakes the business of one gang. 1797 A. 
Young Agric. Suffolk 49 note, A one-horse roll to level the 
flag, or furrow, for the dibblers. 

2. An agricultural implement used in dibbling ; 
a machine dibble. 

184 7 Hhtstr. Lond. News 24 July 58/1 For the best horse 
seed-dibbler,^is. 1874 Knight Dict.Mech. 1. 699/x Dibblers 
[figured]. 1884 A tkenseum 6 Dec. 736/2 Drills, seed planters 
and dibblers. 

3. A species of opossum : see quot. 

1850 A. W hite Pop. Hist. Mammalia 166 The A ntechimis 
apicalis of Mr. Gray, which is called the ‘Dibbler' at King 
George’s Sound. 

Dibbler, dial. f. Doubler, large plate. . 
Dibehiek; : see Dabchick j 3 . 

Dibe'nzo-. Chem. See Di- 2 and Benzo-. 
Dibe'nzoyl. Chem. A synonym of Benzilb 
H 10 O a , as having the formula of two molecules 
of the radical Benzoyl. Also in Comb. 
Bibe/nzyl. Chem. [f. Di- 2 + Benzyl.] An 
aromatic hydrocarbon crystallizing in large colour- 
less prisms, having the formula of two molecules 
of the radical benzyl. Also in Comb, and attrib ., 
as dibenzyl-methane, dibenzyl ketone. 

1873 Fownes' Chem. (ed. xi) 763. 

Bib-bole. Mining, [app. f. dib , variant of Dub 
+ Hole.] The hole at the bottom of the shaft, 
which receives the drainage of a mine, in order 
to its being pumped to the surface; also called 
Sump. 

1883 Pall Mall G. 2 Oct. 8/2 As the cage was being brought 
up the rope broke.. The cage was precipitated into the dib- 
hole and the scaffolding smashed. 1892 Daily News 1 1 J an. 
3/6 Examining the dib hole at the bottom of the pit shaft. 

Diblastula (dniblse-stMa). Embry ol. [f. Di - 2 
+ mod.L. blastula Blastule.] That stage of 
the embryo of multicellular animals at which it 
consists of a vesicle inclosed by a double layer of 
cells ; = Gastrula. 

1890 E. R. Lankester A dv. Science 348 The term ‘ diblastula * 
has more recently been adopted in England for the ‘gastrula’ 
of Haeckel, 1 

Dlhracb (dorbraek). rare. [ad. L. dibrachys, 
ad. Gr. MQpaxv? of two short syllables, f. 81 - two 
+ Ppaxps short.] In Gr. and L. prosody : A foot 
consisting of two short syllables ; a pyrrhic. 

In mod. Diets. 
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Dibrancb. (dsrbrsegk). Zool, [ad. F. di- 
branche(s, f. Gr. 8i~ (Di- 2 ) + ( 3 payx ta gibs of 
fishes.] A dibranchiate cephalopod ; see next. 

- 1877 Le Conte Elem. Geol. 11. (1879) 305 If we divide all 

known Cephalopods into Dibranchs (two-gilled) and Tetra- 
branchs (four-gilledL . The naked or Dibranchs are decidedly 
higher in organization. 

Dibranchiate (cbibrarqki/t), a. and sb. Zool, 
[f. mod.L. dibranchiata, f. as prec. : see -ate 2 .} 
A, adj. Belonging to the Dibranchiata , an order 
of cephalopods having two branchiae or gills. B. 
sb. A cephalopod belonging to this order. 

1835 -6 Todd Cycl. Anai . 1 . 520/1 The Dibranchiate Order 
of Cephalopods. Ibid. 528/2 The. .suckers with which the 
. . arms of the Dibranchiates are provided. 1875 Blake 
Zool. 244 In the dibranchiate Cephalopods, the animal is 
swimming. 

! So Dibra'ncMous a., ‘having two branchiae or 
gills.’ Syd. Soc, Lex. 1883. 

: Dibromide (daibiwrnsid, -mid). Chem. [f. 
Di- * + Bromide.] A compound of two atoms of 
bromine with a dyad element or a radical, as ethine 
dibromide C 2 H 2 Br 2 . 

1869 Roscoe Elem. Chem. 362 Ethylene diamines . . obtained 
by acting with ammonia on ethylene dibromide. 1873 
Fawned Chem. (e<j. 22) 560 Ethine unites with bromine, 
forming a dibromide. 

Bibromo-, before a vowel dibrom-. Chem . 
[f. Di- 2 + Bromo-.] A combining element, ex- 
pressing the presence in a compound of two atoms 
of bromine, which have replaced two of hydrogen, 
as dibromaldehyde CH Br 2 * CHO. 

1873 F owned Chem. (ed. 22) 680 Dibromacetic Acid is ob- 
tained by the further action of bromine upon bromacetic 
acid. Ibid. 759 Dibromobenzene exhibits two modifications. 
1880 Clemens haw Wurtz' Atom. Th. 285 Dibromopropyl 
alcohol . . which is the result of the direct action of bromine 
upon allyl alcohol. 

Dibs (plural) : see Dib sb 2 
Drbgtones, sb.pl. [See Dib sb. 2 ] The names 
of a children’s game : the same as dibs or dab- 
stones. 

2692 Locke Educ. § 152 , 1 have seen little Girls exercise 
whole Hours together and take abundance of Pains to be 
expert at Dibstones as they call it. 1775 Ash, Dib stone, a 
play among children, a little stone to be thrown at another 
stone. A ddison. 

Ribirtyl, Dibutyro-. Chem. See Di- 2 and 
Butyl. 

t Bica'cious, a. Ohs. — 0 [f. I.. dicax, dicaci- 
talking sharply + -ous.] Pert of speech, saucy. 
1830 Maunder Treas. Knowl . , Dicacions, talkative, pert. 
Hence f Dica'ciousness. 

1727 Bailey vol. II, Dicaciousness , talkativeness. 
Dicacity (dikse-siti). Ohs. or arch. [f. L. 
dicax, dicdc-em , sarcastic (f. die- stem of dicere to 
say, speak) + -ity.] A jesting or mocking habit of 
speech; raillery, banter; pertness. (Sometimes after 
L. dicere: Talkativeness, babbling.) 

3592 Bacon Confer. Pleas7tre (1870) 8 Vespasian, _a man 
exceedinglie giuen to the humor of dicacitie and iesting. 
1637 Heywood Dial. iv. Wks. 1874 VI. 185 His quicke 
dicacitie Would evermore be taunting my voracitie. a. 1670 
Hacket Abj>. Williams 11. (1692) 133 Lucilius, a centurion, 
in Tacitus Annal, lib. 1, had a scornful name given him by 
the military dicacity of his own company. 1751 Byrom 
Enthusiasm Poems 1773 II. 23 To remit the freedom of 
Inquiry, .for their dicacity. 1840 New Monthly Mag. LX. 
55 Between human eloquence, and the dicacity of the parrot 
. .there is all the difference in the world, 
f Dicaearch. Obs. rare ~ °. In 7 dice-, [f. 
Gr. 8'utai-os just + * apxos ruler.] (See quot.) So 
also + Dicsearcliy. 

1656 Blount Glossogr., Dicearehy (dicxarchiab, just govern- 
ment. Dicearck (* dicsearchus ), a just Prince. 1658 Phillips, 
Dicearch. 

Bicssoiogy (dois/^-lod^i). Also 7 dice-, [ad. 
L. dicseologia, a. Gr. SimioXoyla a plea in defence, f. 
hiKaio-s righteous, just + Xoyta account, speech.] 
f 1 . A description or account of jurisdiction. Obs. 

, 1664 J. Exton {title), The Maritime Diaeologie, or Sea- 
jurisdiction of England. 

2 . Rhet. Justification. 

[1589 Puttenham Eng. Poesiei n, xix. (Arb.) 237 Dichologia, 
or the Figure of excuse.] 1656 Blount Glossogr., Diceology 
. .justification by, or in talk. [1830 M aunder Treas. Knowl., 
Dieseology, self- vindication.] 

Dicage, Dicar : see Dikage, Dicker. 
Bicalcic (doikseTsik), a. Chem. [f. Di- 2 2 + 
Calcic.] Containing two equivalents of calcium. 

1863-72 Watts Diet. Chem, I. 719 Dicalcic phosphide. 
2884 F. J. Lloyd Science Agric. 

Bicarbo-, before a vowel dicarb-. Chem . [See 
Di- 2 and Cabbo-.] In composition : Containing 
two atoms or equivalents of carbon. 

1881 Nature XXI 1 1 . 243 The acid . . was probably identical 
with dicarbopyridenic acid. 

Bicarbon (daika\ib$i), a. Chem . [Hi- 2 .] 
Containing or derived from two atoms of carbon, 
as the dicarbon series of hydrocarbons. 

*869 Roscoe Elem. Chem. xxx, Dicarbon or Ethyl series. 
The starting point of this important series is common alcohol 
or spirits of wine C2 He Q. 

Bicarbonate (daikaubon^t). Chem. See Di- 2 
and Carbonate. 


. Bica e rpelJary f a. Dot. [f. Di- 2 4* Carpel- 
laky.] Having or consisting of two carpels. 

2876 Harley Mat. Med. 501 Distinguished by a dicar* 
pellary fruit. 

Bicast (drkzest). Gr. Aniiq. Also dikast. 
[ad. Gr. SucaarT) s judge, juryman, agent-noun f. 
8iffd£~uv to judge, pass judgement on, f. biter) right, 
justice, judgement, trial.] One of the 6000 citizens 
chosen annually in ancient Athens to try cases in 
the several law-courts, where their functions com- 
bined those of the modern judge and jury. 

[1708 Motteux Rabelais v. xi. (1737) 46 The Statues of 
their Dicastes .] 3822 T. Mitchell Aristoph. I. p. cxlv, 
Nearly one-third of the population of Athens were, in part, 
supported by their attendance upon the courts of law in the 
quality of dicasts, an office something between the judge 
and juryman of modern times. 2873 Symonds Grk. Poets 
Ser. 1. i. (1877) 30 The whole Athenian nation as dikasts and 
ecclesiasts, were interested in Rhetoric. 2874 Mahaffy Soc. 
Life Greece vii. 215 The contemptible old dicast in the 
Wasps. 1875 Jowett Plato (ed. 2) I. 215 This art acts upon 
dicasts and ecclesiasts and bodies of men. 

Bicastery (dikse’steri). Also dikastery- [ad. 
Gr. ditcaaTrjpiov a court of justice.] 

One of the courts of justice in which the dicasts 
sat ; the court or body of dicasts. 

[1656 J. Harrington Oceana 247 God.) The dicasterion 
. . in Athens . . the comitia of that commonwealth. 2822 
T. Mitchell Aristoph. II. 179 The very essence of the 
Athenian democracy . . was centered in its Dicasteria, or 
courts of justice.] 1846 Grote Greece 1. xii. 1 . 304 It was un- 
lawful to put to death any person, even under formal sentence 
by the dicastery. 2866 Felton Anc. 4* Mod. Gr. II. vi. 99 
The people in the country, .were as likely to be drawn into 
the senate and dicasteries, as the people, .of the town. 

Bicastic (dikae'stik), a. Also dikastic. [ad. 
Gr. bimomtc-os of or for law or trials : see Dicast.] 
Of or belonging to a dicast or dicasts. 

1849 Grote Greece n. xlvi. V. 484 The archon . . retained 
only the power of . . presiding over the dikastic assembly by 
whom peremptory^ verdict was pronounced. 1874 Mahaffy 
Soc. Life Greece vi. 176 The wrangling and dicastic habit of 
his countrymen. 1884 Q. Rev. Oct. 348 Citizens each fur- 
nished with his dicastic badge and staff. 

Dicatalectic (dsbksetale-ktik), a. Pros. [ad. 
Gr. ducaTakrjKTtfc-os ; see Di- 2 and Catalectic.] 
Of a verse : Doubly catalectic ; wanting a syllable 
both in the middle and at the end, as e.g. the dac- 
tylic pentameter. In mod. Diets. 

t Diea'tion. Obs. rare ~ °. [ad. L. diedtion-em 
formal declaration, n. of action f. dicare to proclaim.] 
1656 Blount Glossogr Dication, a vowing, submitting, 
promising, or dedicating. 

Dicayue, obs. form of Deceive. 

Bice (dais), sb., plural of Die sb., q.v. 

In reference to gaming, dice is of much more fre- 
quent occurrence than the singular die\ it also 
enters largely into combination : as 
Dice-cogging, -gospeller, -maker ; dice-board, a 
board upon which dice are thrown; dice-coal 
(see quot.) ; dice-headed a ., having a cubical 
boss or stud (of nails used for strengthening doors, 
etc.) ; dice holes (see quot.) ; dice-man, a sharper 
who cheats with dice ; dice-shot = die-shot (see 
Die) ; dice-top, a top of polygonal form with 
numbers marked on its faces, a teetotum. Also 
Dice-box, -play, etc. 

2844 Thirlwall Greece VIII. 453 Mummius. .had as little 
eye for them as any of his men, who made *dice-boards of 
the finest master-pieces of painting. ^ 2842 Brande, * Dice- 
coal, a species of coal easily splitting into cubical fragments. 
2852 Thackeray Esmond 1. xiii, I played a *dice-cogging 
scoundrel in Alsatia for his ears. 1550 Latimer Serm. at 
Stamford Wks. 1 . 269 Among so great a number of gospellers, 
some are card-gospellers, some are *dice-gospellers, some 
are pot-gospellers ; all are not good. 1497 Treas. Acc. 
Scot. I. 357 V« ^et nalis *dis hedit to Dunbar. 2593 in 
Willis & Clark Cambridge (1886) 1 . 74, loodicheaded nailes 
pro ostio. 1882 Caulfeild & Saward Diet. Needlework 
253 *Dice Holes . . a stitch . . used in Honiton . . lace. 2530 
Palsgr. 213/2 *Dice maker, dessier. 1714 Mandeville Fab. 
Bees (2725) I. 82 Card and dice-makers.. are the immediate 
ministers to a legion of vices. 1871 Echo 24 Mar., *Dice- 
men and thimble-rigs were scattered here and there, making 
a fine harvest. 2588 Lucar Colloq. Arte Shooting App. 57 
Chaine shot . .*dice shot. 1668 J. White Rich Cab. (ed. 4) 
224 Square pieces of iron, called dice-shot. 2894 Maske- 
lyne Sharps $ Flats 257 That well-known device, the 
‘*dice-top or * teetotum \ 

Bice (dais), v. [f. Dice sb. pi.] 

1. intr. To play or gamble with dice. 
c 2440 Promp. Parv. 121 Dycyn, or pley wythe dycys, 
aleo . 1519 Presentm . furies in Surtees Mzsc. (2890) 32 
Latt no manservauntes dysse nor carde in ther howsses. 
2548 Latimer Ploughers (Arb.) 25 Thei hauke, thei hunt, 
thei card, thei dyce. 1596 Shaks. t Hen. IV, hi. iii. 18, 
I was . . vertuous enough, swore little, dic’d not aboue 
seuen times a week e. 2647 lb Stafylton Juvenal 253 If 
th* old man dice, th’ heire in long coats will doe The like. 
2855 Macaulay Hist. Eng. IV. 97 The Dick Talbot who 
had diced and revelled with Grammont. 

b. trans. To lose or throw away by dicing; to 
gamble away. Also Jig. 

1549 [see Dicing-house]. x6x8 N. Field Amends for 
Ladies 1. i. in Hazl. Dodsley XI. 94 Have I to dice my 
patrimony away? 2871 Tom Taylor Jeanne, Dare n. i, 
Plow cheerily a king and kingdom May be diced, danced, 
and fiddled to the dogs! 2882 Blackie Lay Serm. i. 79 


The conscript boy, torn from his father . . to dice away his 
sweet young life in a cause with which he has no concern, 
c. trans. To bring by dice-play (into, out of, etc.). 
2843 Macaulay Ess., Addison (2889) 722 When he diced 
himself into a spunging house. 

2 . To cut into dice or cubes : esp. in cookery. 

?ri 390 Forme of Cury in Warner's Culin. Antiq. 5 Take 
Funges [mushrooms], and pare hem clene, and dyce hem. 
C2440 Promp . Paiv. 122 Dycyn, as men do brede, or other 
lyke, quadra. 1769 Mrs. Raffald Eng, Housekpr. (1778) 
95 Make a ragoo of oysters and sweetbreads diced. 

8. To mark or ornament with a pattern of cubes 
or squares; to chequer; spec. a. Needlework. (See 
quot. 1808-80.) b. Bookbinding. To ornament 
(leather) with a pattern consisting of squares or 
diamonds: see Diced ppl. a. 2. 

2688 J. Clayton in Phil. Trans. XVIII. 226 The young 
Ones [snakes] have no Rattles . . but they may be known . . 
being very regularly diced or checker’d, black and gray on 
the backs. 1808-80 Jamieson, Dice, 1. Properly, to sew 
a kind of waved pattern near the border of a garment .. 
2. To weave in figures resembling dice. 

+ 4. To mark with spots or pips, like dice. Obs. 
1664 Power Exp. Philos. 1. 8 The Butter Fly. The eye is 
large and globular, diced or bespeck’d here and there with 
black spots. 

Dice, obs. Sc. f. Dais, pew or seat in a church. 
Dice, adv. Natct . ; see Dyce. 

Bice-box. The box from which dice are thrown 
in gaming, usually of the form of a double trun- 
cated cone. 

1552 Huloet, Dice \)Oxe,fmum,fritilhtm. 2617 Minsheu 
Ductor, A Dice box ... a saucer, porringer, or some other 
such like dish, out of which they cast the dice. 17x3 Addison 
Guardian No. 120 ? 1 Thumping the table with a dice-box. 
1784 Cowper Task iv. 221 What was an hourglass once. 
Becomes a dicebox. 2833 Hr. Martineau Three Ages ii. 
47 Charles and the Duke of Ormond were rattling the dice- 
box. 2849 Macaulay Hist . Eng. II. 50 Welcome at the 
palace when the bottle or the dicebox was going round. 

b. Used typically for dice-play, dicing, gaming. 

1857 Maurice Ep. St. John xi. 179 The only resources 

left for either are the dice-box and the bottle, 2859 Ma- 
caulay Life Pitt , Fox, a man of pleasure, ruined by the 
dice-box and the turf. 

c. attrib. Of the form of a dice-box. Dice-box 
insulator, a hollow porcelain insulator of this shape 
for supporting a telegraph wire, which passes 
through the axis. 

2841 W. Spalding Italy fy It. 1st. I. 296 A smaller lake , . 
backed by a range of rocks and a rude dice-box tower. 1895 
W. Preece (in letter ), The ‘dice-box’ insulator was invented 
by the late Mr. C. P. Walker; it was used on the South- 
Eastern Railway. 

Diced (daist), ppl . a. [f. Dice v. + -ed 1 .] 

1 . Formed or cut into dice or cubes ; see Dice v. 2. 
1671 J. Webster Metallogr. xvii. 246, I have by me very 

many sorts of these squared or diced golden Marchasites. 
2742 Compl. Fam. Piece 1. ii. (ed. 3) 147 Make Sauce with 
some of the Liquor, Mushrooms, diced Lemon, etc. 

2 . Marked or ornamented with figures of cubes or 
squares ; chequered ; see Dice v. 3. 

1725 Ramsay Gentl. Sheph. 1. ii, He kaims his hair . . And 
spreads his garters diced beneath his knee. 1880 W. Smith 
CataL N o. 6, 4 vols, royal 8vo, diced calf. 2893 W. F. Clay 
Caial. 1 6, 4to, diced russia, neatly rebacked. 

Bicellate (dsisei/t), a. [f. Gr. SineWa, a 
two- pronged hoe + -ate 2 .] Two-pronged : said 
spec, of sponge-spicules. 

il Bicentra (daisemtra). Dot. [mod.L., f, Gr. 
UtctvTpos, f. 81- two + tckvTpov sharp point, spur.] 
A genus of plants (N.O. Pumariacex) having 
drooping heart-shaped flowers ; the species are 
natives of North America and Eastern and Central 
Asia, and several are in cultivation in the flower- 
garden, esp. D. spectabilis (also called Dielytrd). 

1866 in Treas. Bot. 1883 Century Mag. Sept. 726/2 The 
beautifully divided leaves of the dicentra. 2884 E. P. Roe 
in Harped s Mag. May 932/1 Clumps of bloodroot, hepaticas, 
dicentras, dog-tooth violets, and lilies-of-the-valley. 

Bicephalous (doise’fabs), a. [f. Gr. 8iKe<pa\- 
os (f. 81- , Di- 2 + tcecpaXi) head) + -ous. In mod.F. 
dicdphalel] Having two heads, two-headed. 

1808 Edin. Rev. XII. 487 A dicephalous monster. 

Dice-play, [f- Dice sb. pll] The action or 
practice of playing with dice ; the game of dice. 

c 1440 Promp. Parv. 220 Dyce play, aleatura. 1551 
Robinson tr . More's Utqf. (Arb.) 84 Dice-playe, and suche 
other folishe and pernicious games they know not. 2577 
North brooke Dicing Introd. 2 If a man can dice-play. 
2580 Lupton Sivqila 94 To get greedie gain by diuellish and 
detestable Diceplaye. 2606 Holland Sueton. 60 For giving 
himselfe much to dice play, 

+ b. fig. Trickery, deceit, sleight. Obs . ^ 

2633 Rogers Treat. Sacraments 1. 259 Not easily carried 
away bj each Doctrine and dice-play of men [cf. Eph. iv. 
24 ev Tft r5>v ai'dptoirwi']. 

So Dice-playing; 

c 2490 Promp. Parv. (MS. K.) 120 Dicepleyinge, aleatura. 
2551 Robinson tr. More's Utop. (Arb.) 19 The Poete likeneth 
. . the life of man to a diceplaiyng or a game at the tables. 
2606 Holland Sueton. 70 The rumour that ran of his dice- 
playing. 

Dice-player. [See prec.] One who plays or 
gambles with dice ; a dicer, 

2377 Langl. P. PL B. vi. 73 lakke ]>e iogeloure . . And 
danyel )>e dys-playere. 2577 tr. BullingePs Decades (2592) 
283 We doe vtterly forbid all bishops . . to keepe companie 


BICEB. 

with dice players. 2660 Jer. Taylor Duct. Dubit. ir. 471 
(L.) A common gamester or dice-player may call himself • 
Christian, but indeed he is not, 

Dicer (d^rsai). ,, Forms : 5-6 dyser, dysax, 6 
dysour, disar, dycer, dieear, desard, 6- dicer, 
[f. DrcE v. (or sb.) f -Ek*. The suffix was sometimes 
changed to AFr. -our, and -ab,] One who plays 
or gambles with dice ; a person addicted to dicing. 

1408 Nottingham Rec. II. 62 Rogerus. Mokyngton est 
communis hospitator, contra Assisam, scilicet, [hospitat] 
dysers. <71460 Towneley Myst. (Surtees) 242 Thise dysars 
and thise hullars, Thise cokkers and thise hollars. 1500-20 
Dunbar Poems xxxiv. 71 Ane dysour said. .The Devill mot : 
stile him with a knyfe, Bot he kest vp fair syisis thre. 1531 ; 
Elyot Gov. i. xxvi, Suche a reproche, to be sayde that they ! 
had made aliaunce with disars. 1602 Shaks. Ham. m. iv. 
45 Such an Act, That 7 .Makes marriage vowes As false as ; 
Dicers Oathes. 1654 Gataker Disc. A pal. 3 The better Dicer, , 
the wors man. 1837 De Quincey Revolt Tartars Wks. 1862 ; 
IV. 130 Upon the hazard of a* dicer's throw, 1844 J. T. \ 
Hewlett Parsons 4- IV. xix, A deep drinker, and a dicer. 
Dieerate (dorser^t), a. [f. Gr. dace pas, hutepar- 
double horn.] ‘Having two horns’. Syd. Soc . 
Lex. 1883. 

Bicerons (dorserss), a. Entom . rare, firreg. 
(for diceroU) f. Gr. dkepws two-horned, f. St- two 
F /repay horn.] Having two ‘horns’, antennae, or 
tentacles. 

1826 Kirby & Spence Introd. Entom. IV. 316 Dicerous, 
insects that have two antennae. 

Dieese, dieesse, obs. forms of Decease. 
Dicetyl (drisrtil). Chem. [See Di- -.] The 
free form of the hydrocarbon radical Cetyl, q.v. 

t Dich. Obs. rare, A corrupt or erroneous word, 
having apparently the sense do it : 

1607 Shaks. Timon 1. ii. 73 Much good dich thy good 
heart. 1630/?. Johnson's Kingd. $ Commw. 87 So mich 
God dich you with your sustenancelesse sauce. [Cf. 1542 
Udall tr. Erasm. Apoph. (1877) 112 Biddyng much good 
do it him.] 

Bich, obs. form of Ditch* 

Hiehasial (doik^ztal), a. Bot . [f. next f 
-AL.] Belonging to or of the nature of a dicha- 
sium. 

1876 J. H. Balfour in Encycl. Brit, IV. 124/rTn the 
natural order Caryophyliacese , the dichasial cymose form of 
inflorescence is very general. 

|| Bichasium (daik^-ziz/m). Bot. ... PI. -ia. 
[mod.L., f. Gr. dlxacns division.] A form of cy- 
mose inflorescence, apparently but not really dicho- 
tomous, in which the main axis produces a pair of 
lateral axes, each of which similarly produces a pair, 
and so on; a biparous cyme. 

1875 Bennett & Dyer Sachs' Bot. ,158 False dichotomies 
of this kind, which occur abundantly in the inflorescences of ! 
Phanerogams, are termed by Schimper Dichasia. Ibid. 521 : 
The dichasrum easily passes, in the first or a succeeding 
order of lateral axes, into a sympodial mode of develop- 
ment. 1876 J. H, Balfour in Encycl, Brit. IV. 124/1 In 
some members of the tribe Caryophyllaceae the inflorescence 
has the form of a contracted dichasium. 

|| Bichastasis (daikse'stasis). [mod. f. Gr. Stya 
asunder, apart + ordois standing.] ‘ Spontaneous 
subdivision ’ (Webster 1864). 

a 1864 Webster cites Dana. 1883 in Syd. Soc. Lex. 

Bichastic (doikse’stik), a. [mod. f. Gr. *&x<x- 
dros divided, f. Sixa-C-av to divide: see *ic.] ‘Ca- 
pable of subdividing spontaneously 5 (Webster 1 864)!. 

■ a 1864 Webster cites Dana. 1883 Syd. Soc. Lex., Di- 
chastic, capable of undergoing dichastasis. ; 

Diche(n, obs. forms of Ditch. 
Dichlamydeous (daikltmrdfas), a. Bot, [£ 
mod. Bot.L dichlamydew, f. Gr. fo- two + y\apvs, 
XXa/tuS- cloak : see -eous.] Having both the floral 
envelopes (calyx and corolla) ; having a double 
perianth. Also said of a plant bearing such flowers. 

1830 Lindley Nat. Syst. Bot. Introd. 26 If the corolla is 
present, a plant is said to be dichlamydeous. 2882 G. Allen 
in Nature 17 Aug. 373 Our English species have no true 
petals; but some exotic forms are truly dichlamydeous, 

Dichlor-, dichloro-. Chem. [f. Di- 2 f 
Chlor(o)-.] A formative element in names of 
compounds formed by the substitution of two atoms 
of chlorine for hydrogen atoms, as dicklorace'tic 
acid, dichlorhy drift : see Cblor- and Chloro-. 

1873 Fownes' Client, (ed. 11) 627 Dichlorhydrin is treated 
with potash^ it gives up a molecule of hydrochloric acid. 
Ibid. ^ 679' Dichloracdtic acid is produced by the action, of 
chlorine and iodine on boiling acetic acid. Ibid. 759 Of di- 
chlorobenzene, two modifications are known. 1876 Harley 
Mat. Med. (ed. 6) 346 Allyl-chloroform is unstable, and 
breaks up into hydrochloric acid and dichlorallylene. 

. Bichloride (<biklo®T3'kl, -rid). Chem. [f. Di- 2 
f Chloride.] A compound of two atoms of 
chlorine with an element or radical, as mercury 
dichloride HgCl 2 . 

f Formerly, a compound of chlorine with two atoms of 
another body; seeDi- a 2a r, 

1825 T Thomson First Princ. Chem. II. 44 Dichloride 
of antimony. 1826 Henry Elem, Chem. II. 75. 1854 J . 

Scoffern in Orr's Circ. Sc. Chem. 508 Dichloride of gold 
remains. ct 8 $S Letheby in Circ ; Sc. 1 . 120/r A solution of 
dichloride of copper. 1873 Fownes' Chem. (ed. rr) 437 The 
dichloride is produced, t.ogether with the trichloride. 
Dicho-, a. Gr. 8ix<>-, combining form of adv. 
Six* in two, asunder, apart, as in dtxoropta cutting 
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in two. A first element in several scientific words, 
with the meaning, ‘asunder, separately, in two , 
parts or halves V 

(The t is short in Greek, so that the usual English pronun- 
ciation is not etymological.) 

Bielioga-mie, a. Bot, -= Dichogamous. 

In mod. Diets. 

Dichogamous (dsik^garaos), a. Bot, [mod. 
f. Gr. typ q * 5 ixbyafjto$ (f. dixo- f Dicho-, asunder, 
separately + -yapos wedded, married, yap~os wed- 
ding) f -ous.] Said of those hermaphrodite plants 
in which the stamens and pistils (or analogous 
organs) become mature at different times, so that :i 
self-fertilization is impossible. 

1859 Darwin Orig. Spec. iv. (1873) 78 These so-named dicho- i 
gamous plants have in fact separated sexes, and must 
habitually be crossed. 1882 Vines Sachs' Bot. go 6 Insects 
are the main agents in the conveyance of the pollen to the 
stigma of other flowers of dichogamous Phanerogams . . 
Whether the Algse named above and some Muscinese are 1 
dichogamous is doubtful. 1894 Drummond Ascent Man vi. 
303 The subtle alliance with Space in Dioecious flowers ; 
with Time in Dichogamous species* 

Bichogamy (dsikp-gami). Bot. [mod. f. Gr. 
type ^dixoyapia, n. of state from ^dixlyapos : see 
prec. and -Y : in mod, Ger. and F. dichogamies] 
The condition of being dichogamous, i. e. in which : 
the stamens and pistils (or analogous organs) of a 
hermaphrodite plant mature at different times. 

1862 Darwin in Lifcty Lett. (1887) III. 303 What old C. K. 
Sprengel called dichogamy and which is so frequent in truly , 
hermaphrodite groups. 3882 Vines Sachs' Bot. 906 One of 
the simplest and commonest means for ensuring cross-fertil- 
isation is Dichogamy , i.e. the arrangement by which the two 
kinds of reproductive organs, when . .contiguous, are mature 
at different times. 

Biclio-pterous, a. Entom. [f. Dicho- 4 Gr. 
TTT€p- 6 v wing + -ous.] ‘ Having cut or emarginate 
wings’ (Syd. Soc. Lex. 1883). 

Bicliord (dorkp-id). [ad. Gr. Ux°P^ 0S two " 
stringed, f. 5 i- two + x°P^V (°^ a ly 16 )? 

chord.] a. Ah instrument having two strings, b. 
An instrument having two strings to each note. 
(Stainer & Barrett Diet. Mus. Terms.) 

18x9 Pantologia , Dichord, m music, the name given to 
the two-stringed lyre, said to have been invented by the 
Egyptian Mercury, 

Bicboree (cbikorr). Pros. [a. F. dichoree 
(1736 in Hatz.-Darm.), ad. L. dichore-us , a. Gr. 
&Xo/>«-os, f. Dir 2 + x°P € ^ 0S : see Choree.] 

A metrical foot consisting of two chorees or 
trochees. 

1801 D. Irving Elem. Composition x. (1828) 109 Its music ' 
consisted in the dichoree, with which it is terminated. 1885 
R. C. J ebb CEdipus Tyrannus p. lxxxi, When the ionic j 
— 00 . . is interchanged with the dichoree - o - o. 
Biehostasy (dik^-stasi). nonce-wd. [ad. Gr. , 
ZiXoGraaia a standing apart, dissension, f. Six©-, ! 
Dicho- + arda-iy standing.] A standing separate. 

<71859 Bp, Short Sp. in Academy 30 July (1892) 86 His > 
Orders are irregular, .and his Church system — he would not 
say schism— but dichostasy. 

Dichcrtomal, a. [f. as Dichotomous + -al.] 
Of or pertaining to dichotomy. 

In mod. Diets. ^ I 

Dichotomic (doiktJtp-mik), a. [mod. f. as Di- 
chotoM-OUS + -10 ; in F. dichotqmiqueS] Relating ; 
to or involving dichotomy ; dichotomous. 

1873 Brit. Q. Rev, Jan. 301 The Scriptural representation 
is as often dichotomic as it is trichotomic. .The dichotomic 
must be radically and essentially wrong. 1881 Lincoln 
tr. Trousseau 4* Pidoux, Treat. Therapeutics, I. 278 The 
followers of Brown and Broussais, after a long struggle with 
the arguments which were ruining their dichotomic doctrine, 
were at last forced to recognise special diseases. 1882-3 
S chaff Encycl. Relig. Know! III. 2231 A decidedly dicho- 
tomic expression, as x Pet. ii, it, where the soul is regarded | 
simply according to her spiritual determination as the bearer 1 
of the divine life-principle. 

BichotcmicalLy, adv. [f. prec. 4 -al + -ly 2 .] 

= Dichotomocsly. 

1880 Gunther Fishes 40 Branched rays are dichotomically 
split. 

Bichotoxnist (dsik^tomist). [f. Dichotom-y 
F -ist.] One who dichotomizes, or classifies by 
dichotomy. 

c 1592 Marlowe Massacre Paris 1. viii, He that will be a 
flat dichotomist . . Is in your judgment thought a learned man. 
3597 Morley Introd. Mus. Pref., The booke, although., 
not such as may In euery point satisfie the curiositie of 
Dichotomistes. c 3630 Jackson Creed iv. i, Curious dicho- 
tomists never allotting more than two branches to one stock, 
1882 W. Ogle tr. Aristotle’s Parts Anim. 13 Privative 
terms . . which are not available to the dichotomist. 

Hence Dicho^tomi’stic a., pertaining to a dicbo- 
tomist, or to dichotomy. ! 

1847 Buck tr. HagenbacRs Hist. Doctr. II. 248 Most 
writers adopted the dichotomistic principle, according to 
which man consists of body and soul. 

Bichotomization (dsikpdomaiz^jbn). [f. 
Dichotomize f -ation.] The action of dichoto- 
mizing, or condition of being dichotomized; in 
quot. of the moon; (see Dichotomized 2). 

1867 G. F. Chambers Astron. 1. v. 68 A discrepancy., 
between the first, or last, appearance of the dichotomisa- 
tion. 


DICHOTOMY. 

Dichotomise (doikp-tomoiz), v. [f. Gr. 8 tx< 5 - 
x op-os (see Dichotomous) f -ize.] 

1 . trans. To divide into two parts or sections ; 
esp. in reference to classification : cf. Dichotomy i a. 

1608-12 Bp. Hall Epist. u v, That great citie might well 
be dichotomized into cloysters and hospitals. 1639 Fuller 
Holy War iv. i. (1647) 166 Not a city of note . . which was 
not dichotomized into the sect of the Guelfes . . and Gibel- 
lines. 1678 Cudworth Intell Syst. 1. iii._ 139^ The Four 
forementioned Forms of Atheism may be again Dichotomized 
. .into such as [etc.]. 18 66 St. James's Mag. Oct. 367 So far 
as they were concerned the University was dichotomized in. 

‘ Christ Church men ' and ‘ squibs \ ’ 

J b. loosely. To divide (into several parts). Obs* 
(In first quot. humorously as a blunder.) 

2632 T. Powell Tom All Trades 144 Then dicotomize the 
whole portion of his wife into several shares. 1650 Charle- 
ton Paradoxes 56 They again e dichotomize, .the influxlve 
spirit into the natural!* vitall, and animall. 1667 Decay 
Chr. Piety ix. r 10 When they canm to be dichotomiz’d, an, d 
canton’d out into curious aerial notions. 

2 . intr. (for refli) To divide or become divided 

into two continuously ; spec, used of the branching 
of a stem, root, leaf- vein, etc. ; see Dichotomous 2, 
Dichotomy 3. "j 

1835 [see Dichotomizing below]. 1846 Dana Zooph. (184$) 
652 Stem dichotomising and bearing . . nearly simple erect 
branchlets. 1875 Bennett & Dyer Sachs' Bot. it. iv. 406 
The roots of Lycopodiacese are . . the only ones known to 
dichotomise. 1884 M. Boole in Jrnl. Educ. x Sept. 343 
Elements which . . tend to dichotomize into pairs of evils. 
Hence Bichto tomizing* vbl. sb. and ppl. a.; Di* 
cFo'tomizer, one who dichotomizes. 

1606 Breton Sidney's Ourania , He has no fine Dicho- 
tomizing Wit. 1621 Bp. Mountagu DiatHbae 393 These 
two great Dichotomisers, being at odds with all others, and 
with themselues. 1639 Fuller Holy War v. xv. (1647) 255 
The Turks, who in the dichotomizing of the world fall under 
the Northern part. 1835 Kirby Hab. 4* Inst. Anim. II. 
xiii. 11 Surrounded by dichotomizing articulated organs. 
1881 G. Busk in Jrnl. Microsc. Soc. Jan. 5 Numerous, long, 
sparsely dichotomising, biserial branches. 

Bicho-tomized, ppl a. [f. prec. f -ed l] 

1 . Divided into two branches: see prec. 

1884 Bower & Scott De Barg's Phaner. 61 Stellate hairs 
.. with 3-4 rays once or twice dichotomised. 1892 Clerk® 
Stud. Homer iv. 87 Beyond the rising-places of the sun, 
where one branch of his dichotomised Ethiopians dwelt. 

2 . Astron. Said of the moon in the phase at 
which exactly half her disk appears illuminated 
(the * half-moon ’). 

1727-51 Chambers Cycl. s.v. Dichotomy , She appears di- 
chotomized at least for the space of a whole hour : in which 
time any moment may be taken for the true point of the 
dichotomy, as well as any other. 1834 Nat. Philos., Hist. 
Astron. vi. 24/1 (Useful Knowl. Soc.) The difficulty of 
determining exactly the instant at which the moon is dicho- 
tomized. 1866 Airy Pop. Astron. v. (1868) 167 Observation 
of the place of the moon when it is ‘ dichotomized’. 

Bicbotomoiis (daikp-tdmas), a. [f. L. dicho* 
tomos , -mus, a. Gr. dixbropos cut in half, equally 
divided : see Dicho- and - ous. Cf. F. dichotome 
(1752 in Hatz.-Darm.).] Divided or dividing into 
two ; characterized by dichotomy. 

+1. Asiron. = Dichotomized 2 ; of the form of 
a half-moon. Obs. 

1690 Leybourn Curs. Math. 448 Mercury. . in its greatest 
digression from the Sun v. appears Dichotomous, 

% Bot.) etc. Dividing into two equal branches; 
esp. so branched that each successive axis divides 
into two; relating to, or of the nature of* such 
branching. 

1752 Sir J. Hill Hist. Anim. 23 G°d.) The short, dicho- 
tomous, horned monoculus. 1753 Ellis in Phil. Trans. 
XLVIII. 1 16 These stretch out into many regular dichotom- 
ous branches. 1794 Martyn Rousseaus Bot. xvii. 226 The 
Lesser Centaury, .is distinguished by its dichotomous stalk. 
X842E. Wilson Anat.Vade M. 262 The division of arteries 
is usually dichotomous. 1872 Oliver Elem. Bot. 11. 185 
Common Mistletoe, .a dichotomous parasitical shrub, with 
opposite leathery leaves. 1882 V ines Sacks' Bot. 170 Dicho- 
tomous branching is very common among Thallophytes, 
especially Algse and the lower Hepaticae. 

0. Logic, etc. Of classification : Involving divi- 
sion (of a class or group) into two (lower groups) ; 
proceeding by dichotomy; dichotomic. 

1838 Sir W. Hamilton Logic xxv. (1866) II. 30 The 
division may be not only dichotomous but polytomous, as 
for example, — angles are right, or acute, or obtuse. 1864 
Reader 3 Sept. 304/2 The unities or molecules . . are either 
isovoluminous or in what I have called dichotomous ratio.! 

Bichcrtomonsly, adv. [f, prec. f -ly 2 .] In 
a dichotomous manner ; by division into twos or 
pairs : see prec. 

1806 J. Galpine Brit. Bot. § 102 Stem herbaceous, dicho- 
tomously panicled. 2846 Dana Zooph, (1848) 530 Branches 
. . dichotomously subdivided. _ 1866 A. Flint Princ. Mep. 
(1880) 160 A bronchus, after it enters a lobule . . divides 
dichotomously once or twice and terminates in the alveolar 
passages. 2870 H. Macmillan Bible Teach, vii. 143 The 
dichotomously-veined leaves, representing the cryptogamia. 
Bichotomy (daikp tomi). [ad. Gr. hxoropia 
a cutting in two, f. dtxorop-os (see Dichotomous)': 
cf. F. dichotomic (1754 in Hatz.-Darm.).] 

1 . Division of a whole into two parts, a. spec. 
in Logic , etc. : Division of a class or genus into two 
lower mutually exclusive classes or genera ; binary 
classification. 
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2610 Healey St, Aug. Ciiie of God 303 This Trichotomy 
. . doth not contradict the other Dichotomy that includeth : 
all in action and contemplation. 1725 Watts Logic 1. vi. j 
§ 8 Some .. have disturbed the Order of Nature .. by an 
Affectation of Dichotomies, Trichotomies, Sevens, Twelves, 
&c. Let the Nature of the Subject, considered together 
with the Design which you have in view, always determine 
the Number of Parts into which you divide it. 2864 Bowen 
Logic xv. 97 Con venience^ often requires what Logicians call 
division by dichotomy, in which a Genus is divided into 
two. Species having Contradictory Marks. 2877 E. Caird 
Philos. Kant n. vi. 302 The whole sphere of reality may be 
divided in relation to any predicate .. in what is called di- 
chotomy by contradiction, e.g. that * everything must either 
be red or not red ’. 

b. gen. Division into two. 

2636.FEATLY C lav is Myst. xxi. 277 Whose day after a 
ramisticall dichotomy being divided into forenoone and 
afternoone. i658 Wilkins Real Char. u. vii. § 3. 190 The 3 
way of Dichotomy or Bipartition being the most natural 
and easie kind of Division. 1868 Contemf. Rez>. Apr. 398 
Popular theology is rather founded on the dichotomy of 
man into body and soul, than on the Christian trichotomy j 
of body, soul, and spirit. 

2 . Astron . That phase of the moon (or of an in- 
ferior planet) at which exactly half the disk appears j 
illuminated ; the 6 half-moon \ 

1686 Goad Celest. Bodies 1. xv. 81 This Quadrate or 
Quartile in its Dichotomy, as the Greeks call it. 1797 
Encycl. Brit. II. 419/1 Aristarchus .. gave a method of 
determining the distance of the sun by the moon's dicho- 
tomy. 2878 Newcomb Pop Astron. 551 Dichotomy, the 
aspect of a planet when half illuminated. 

8 . Bot ., Zool., etc. A form of branching in which 
each successive axis divides into two ; repeated 
bifurcation : see Dichotomous 2. 

1707 Sloane Jamaica 1. 264 From the middle of the leaves 
rise one.or two stalks . . always divided into two, or observ- 
ing a Dichotomy. 2835 Kirby Hob. <$• Inst. Anim. II. xiii. 

23 The last [Encrinus] seems to differ .. in the dichotomies 
and length, of the arms, 2880 Gray Struct. Bot. iii. § 3. 

47 note , Dichotomy ox forking, the division of an apex into 
two. 1882 Vines Sachs' Bot. 269 Dichotomy . . never pro- 
duces. structures ... dissimilar to the producing structure; 
the divisions of a root produced by dichotomy are both 
roots, those of a leaf-bearing shoot both leaf-bearing shoots 
..dichotomy hence, always falls under the conception of 
branching in the . . narrower sense. Ibid. 464. 

Bichotrisene (dbk^traijPn). Zool. [f. Dicho- 
+ Gr. rpiaiva trident : see Trl®ne.] A dicho- 
tomous trisene ; a three-forked sponge spicule, 
having each fork dividing into two. 

2887 Sollas in Encycl. Brit. XXII. 417/1 The arms of a 
trisene may bifurcate [dichoiriaenc) once, twice, or oftener, 
or they may trifurcate. 

DiclirO-. [f. Gr. Uxpo-os ; see next.] In com- 
bination = Dichroic. 

2889 I. Remsen Inorg. Chtm. 709 Co(NH3)a CI3+H2O 
which is known as dichro-cobaltip chloride. 

Bickroic (d9ikr<?u*ik), a. [ad. Gr. Sixpoos, -cos 
two-coloured (f. 5c- two + XP& S colour, complexion) 

+ -10.] Having or showing two colours ; spec. 
applied to doubly-refracting crystals that exhibit 
different colours when viewed in different directions; 
or to solutions that show essentially different colours 
in different degrees of concentration. 

a 1864 Dana cited in Webster. 1878 Gurney Crystallogr. 

2 12 Tourmaline is strongly dichroic. 1879 Dana Man. Geol. 
(ed. 3) 67 This mineral . . being dichroic. 

Biehroiscope : see Dichroscope. 

Bichrolsm (dsrkwpz'm). [mod. f. Gr. Sixpoos , 
-cos two-coloured (see Dichroic) + -ism. In F. 
dichroisme.] The quality of being dichroic ; sped 
as exhibited by certain crystals and solutions ; see 
prec. 

1820 Brewster in Phil. Trans. 17 This dichroism, as it 
may be called ... so far as I know, has never been observed 
in any other minerals than iolite and mica. 2843 Rep. Brit. 
Assoc. 14 The dichroism of a solution of stramonium in 
aether. 2884 Chamb. Jml. 25 Nov. 731/2 This stone [sap- 
phire] possesses the singular property known as dichroism 
—that is, it shines with two colours, blue and red. 

Hence Bichroi'stic, a. = Dichroitic. 

In mod. Diets. 

Dichroite (dorkr^ait)* Min. [mod. f. Gr* 
Sixpoos (see Dichroic) + -ite. In F. dichroite 
(1809 Cordier).] A synonym of Iolite, from its 
often exhibiting dichroism, 

1820 Nicholson's Jrnl. XXVII. 232 Description of the 
Dichroit, a new Species of Mineral- 2832 Brewster Optics 
xxx, § 148. 249 M, Cordier^ observed the same change of 
colour in a mineral called iolite, to which Hauy gave the 
name oi dichroite. 2881 Sat. Rev . 23 Apr. 318/2 The great 
ball of dichroite which seems crystal white when looked at 
from one point of view, rich blue from anotheq and straw- 
colour from another, is perhaps the most entertaining object, 
b. Comb. 

2875 Dawson Dawn of Life yu 145 The gneiss . . is chiefly 
grey and very silicious, containing dichroite, and . . known 
as diqhroite-gneiss. .. 

Dichroitic (daikr^rtik), a. [f. prec. + -ic.] 
Of, or of the nature of dichroite; characterized by 
dichroism; dichroic. 

2831 Brewster Newton (2855) I. vui. 190 The relation of 
the colours of dichroitic crystals to their axes of double 
refraction. 2855 J. D. Forbes Tour Mi. Blanc xi. 248 By 
transmitted i. light . it is dichroitic— brown orange in one 
direction, and bright green in another. 2882 , Tyndall 
Floating-Matter of A zr gs The dichroitic action which 
produces the colours of the. slcy* •' ■/ , 


. Bichromate (d 3 ikn 5 h*m<rt). Chem. ■ ff. Dr- 2 .] 

A double Chromate (q.v.), as potassium dichromate : 
K 2 - Cr O t • Cr 0 3 . ( A Iso bichromate. ) j 

1864 in Webster. 2876 Harley Mat. Med. (ed. 6 ) 72 
Potassic dichromate. 1883 A thenaenm 27 Oct. 538/1 [He] 
recommends potassium dichromate as an exceedingly useful j 
disinfecting agent. 

Hence Bicliro'mated ppl. a., treated with a di- 
chromate. 

2890 Abney Treat. Photogr. (ed. 6) 178 The insolubility of 
diehromated gelatine. 

Dichromatic (doikrtfmse'tik), a. [f. Gr. Si- 
two + xpwpt* rmos of or relating to colour, f. XP&P a 
colour.] Having or showing two colours ; spec, of 
animals: Presenting, in different individuals, two 
different colours or systems of coloration. 

1847 Craig, Dicromatic. 2864 in Webster. 2884 CouEs 
Key to N. A . Birds (ed. 2) 504 Plumage dichromatic in some 
cases ; i. e. some individuals of the same species normally 
mottled gray, while others are reddish. 1889 G. A. BerrY 
Dis. Eye xi. 340 Why in the case of the partially colour-blind 
the absence of the perception of two complementary hues 
should leave the individual only a dichromatic spectrum. 

So Dichxo-matism, the quality or fact of being 
dichromatic. 

1884 Coues Key to N. A. Birds (e d. 2) 656 Remarkable 
differences of plumage in many cases, constituting di- 
chromatism, or permanent normal difference in color. 

Dichromic (dsikr<?u*mik), a. [f. Gr. dixpwp-os 
two-coloured (see Dichromatic) + -ic.] 

1. Relating to or including (only) two colours; 
applied, in connexion with the theory of three 
primary colour-sensations, to the vision of colour- 
blind persons including only two of these. 

2834 Fraser's Mag. L. 559 Such Dichromic visionaries 
must lose a great deal. The harmonies of colour cannot 
touch them, 2881 Le Conte Monoc . Vision 63 Herschel 
regarded normal vision as trichromic, but the vision of 
Dalton as dichromic, the red being wanting. 

2. Exhibiting in different positions or circum- 
stances two different colours ; Dichroic. 

1877 Miller & McLeod Elent. Chem. 1. (ed. 6) 279 In 
dichromic media, or solutions Which, under certain circum- 
stances, appear to the unaided eye to transmit light of one 
tint, and, under certain other circumstances, to transmit 
light of a different tint. 

Dichronous (dai-krfes), a. [f. late L. dichron- 
sts, a. Gr. dixpov-os of two prosodic quantities, either 
long or short (f. St-, Dl - 54 + XP& V0S time) + -ous.] 

1. Gr. and Lat. Prosody. Having two times or 
quantities ; sometimes short and sometimes long. 

In mod. Diets. 

2. Bot. * Having two periods of growth in the 
year \ Syd. Soc. Lex. 1883 . 

Dichroous (dai-kr^ss), a. [f. Gr. Sixpo-os 
two-coloured + -ous.] Of two colours; dichro- 
matic; dichroic, ’ 

2864 in Webster ; and in mod. Diets. 

Dichroscope (dai*kr 0 |Sk£«p). Also diehroi- 
scope, diehrooscope. [f. Gr. Sc xpo-os two- 
coloured + -okqit-os observing. 

(The etymologically regular form is dichrooscope, but 
dichroscope is more convenient.)] 
Aninstrnmentforobservingor testing the dichroism 
of crystals, etc. Hence Dichr osco 'pic a ., ; of or per- 
taining to a dichroscope. 

1837 Nichol Cycl. Phys. Sc, (i860) 582 Dichroscopic lens, 
or dichroscope. 1876 Catal. Sci. Appar. S. Kens.% 3469 
Dichroiscope. 2879 Rood Chromatics x. 137 A . . piece of 
apparatus contrived by Dove, for mixing the coloured light 
furnished by stained glass, and called by him a dichrodscope. 
2888 Proc. R, Geog. Soc, May 273 The ruby, .when examined 
by the dichroscope, exhibited two tints. 2890 M. D. Roths- 
child Handbk. Prec. Stones 15 When a stone is examined 
by means of the dichroiscope, it will show two images of the 
same hue, or of different hues. 

Dichrotal, -tism, erron. ff. Dicrotal, -tism. 
Dicht, etc., Sc. forms of Dight, etc. 
tBicihle, sb. Philos. Obs. [ad. med.L. did- 
bills (Du Cange), £ dicere to say : see -BLE.] Tliat 
which is capable of being said ; a notion or idea 
expressible in words. 

2656 Stanley Hist. Philos, vm. xviii. 40 Dicible is that 
which consisteth according to rationall phantasy. Ibid., 
Dicibles are notions, that is, ydrpxara, but not meerly and 
simply notions.. being ready for expression, they are called 
dicibles, and , pertain to the enunciative faculty of the 
soule. ■. ■ .V 

Dicing (dorsiij), vbl. sb. . [f. Dice v. + -ing 

1. The action or practice of playing or gambling 
with dice ; dice-play. 

2456 How wise man taught Son 60 in HazL E. P. P. 1. 171 
Dysyng I the forbede. 1535 Act 27 Hen. V III, c. 25 Any 
open .. place for common bowling, dising, carding, closhe, 
tenys, or other unlawfull games. 1550 Crowley Epigr. 669 
Diceynge hath brought many wealthye menne to care. 
<2x648 Ld. Herbert Life (1886) 79 The exercises I wholly 
Condemn, are dicing and carding. 2708 Mrs. Centlivre 
Busie Body n. i. These young fellows think old_ men get 
estates fpr nothing but them to, squander away in dicing. 
2862 M. Pattison Ajj. (1889) I. 47 Severer penalties awaited 
drunkenness, dissipation, or dicing. ' 

2. j Book-binding. A method of ornamenting lea*- 
ther in squares or diamonds : sec Dice v. 3 b. 

Done originally by ruling with a blunt awl or edging- tool ; 
the effect is imitated by pressure or stamping with, a 
block. , 


3. aitrib. arid Comb, (in sense 1 ), as dicing-board t 
-box, - chamber , - money , -table. 

1571 Wills <§• Inv. N. C. (Surtees 2835] 366 A round dys- 
senge table. 2586 T. B. La Primaud. Fr. Acad. 1. 128 
[Thou] dost set downe as it were on a dicing boord in the 
hazard, of one houre, both thy kingdome and life. 1586 
A. Day Eng. Secretary 11. (1625) 44 It was in an Inne . . in 
a dicing Chamber. <2 1634 Randolph Muses’ Looking-Gl. u 
iv, A niggard churl Hoarding up dicing-moneys for his soin. 
2653 Mrq. Worcester Cent. Inv. § 90 A most dexterous 
Dicing Box . that with a knock .. the four good Dice are 
fastened, and it Iooseneth four false Dice. 

Bi’cimg, ppl a. [f. as prec. + -ikg 2 .] Playing 
with dice. 

2884 H. D. Traill Coleridge iii. 54 The skeleton ship, 
with the dicing demons on its deck [Anc. Mar. iii. xii.] 

t Bicing-house. Obs. [f. Dicing vbl. sb.] 
A house for dice-play ; a gambling-house. 

2349 Latimer 6 th Serm . bef. Edw. VI (Arb.) 161 Dysynge 
bowses also. , where yong. Gentlemenne dyse away their 
thrifte. ^ 2333 Act 2-3 Phil. Sf M. c. 9 Every Licence . . for 
the having, .of any Bowling-Allies, Dicing-houses, or other 
unlawful Games. 2649 Milton Eikon. iii. (2851) 357 The 
spawn and sniprack of Taverns and Dicing Houses. x65o 
Jer. Taylor Duct. Dubit. n. 470 (L.) The public peace 
cannot b'd kept where public dicing-houses are permitted. 
Dieion, var. Dition, Obs., dominion. 

Bick _(dik), sb. 1 [A playful alteration of Pic-, 
contraction of Norman Fr. and Anglo-Norman 
Picard, L. Ricardus *= Richard.] 

1. A familiar pet-form of the common Christian 
name Richard. Hence generically (like Jack) A* 
fellow, lad, man, especially with alliterating ad- 
jectives, as desperate, dainty, dapper, dirty. 

Tom , Dick, and Harry : any three (or more) representatives 
of the populace taken at random. . 

2353 T. Wilson Rhet. (1580) 192 Desperate Dickes borowes 
now and then, against the owners will all that ever he hath. 
2581 Studley Agamemnon 1, Whom with the dint of 
glittering sword Achilles durst not harme, Although his 
rash and desperat dickes the froward Knight did arme. 2588 
Shaks. L. L. L. V. ii. 464 Some Dick That smiles his cheeke 
in yeares, And knowes the trick To make ray Lady laugh; 
2589 Marprel. Epit. E, The desperat Dicks, which you .. 
affirm to be good bishops. 259a Greene Upst. Courtier in 
Hart. Misc. (Malh.) II. 227 A braue dapper Dicke, quaintly 
attired in veluet and sattin. 2822 Galt Sir. A. Wylie II. 
viii-75 He’s a gone dick, a dead man. 2864 Standard 13 Dec, 
Review Slang Diet. (Farmer), [He] replied, ‘Oh yes, in the 
reign of queen dick’, which, on inquiry we found to be 
synonymous with ‘ Never or * Tib’s eve \ 2892 Daily News 
17 Nov. 2/4 The only bears still extant are the Tom, Dick, 
and Harry of the Bourses. 

b. Rarely applied to a female. 

2814 Watch-house II. i, It’s all over wi’ you, madam; 
ye ’re a gone dick : ye hear he’s confessing. 

2. dial, or local. (See quots.) 

1847-78 Halliwell, Dick, a kind of hard cheese. Suffolk. 
2883 Almondbttry 4* Huddersfield Gloss., Dick , plain pud- 
ding. If with treacle sauce, treacle dick . Mod. * Spotted 
dick\ currant or; raisin pudding. 

3. slang. A riding whip. 

2873 Slang Diet., Dick, a riding whip ; gold-headed dick, 
one so ornamented. 2892 Farmer Slang, Dick , 2. (coach- 
man’s) a riding whip. 

4. Phr. and Comb. (dial, or local.) Dick-a-diU 
ver, the' periwinkle. Bick-a- Tuesday, a will-o'- 
the-wisp. . Dick-ass,, a jack-ass. Dick-dunnock, a 
local name of the hedge-sparrow. Long-tailed Dick , 
the long-tailed titmouse. 

1636 Sampson Vow Breaker (N.) f Ghosts, hobgoblins, 
Will-with-wispe, or Dick-a-Tuesday. a 2825 Forby Voc. E. 
A nglia, Dick-a-dilver, the herb periwinkle. . .It is so called 
from its rooting [delving) at every joint, and spreading 
itself far; and wide. 2832 Col. P. Hawker Diary (1803) II. 
47 Found in the garden the nest of a ‘ long-tailed Dick ’, 
with 3 eggs. 2847-78 Halliwell, Dickass, a jack-ass> 
North . Ibid., Dick-a-iuesday, the ignis fatuus. j 

Dick, sbf dial [Perh., like prec., merely an 
arbitrary application of the proper name Dick ; 
but a possible connexion with Du. dek ‘ covering, 
cover, horse-cloth * has been suggested. Of. Dicke - 
sb. III.] A leather apron. 

2847-78 Halliwell, Dick, a leather apron and bib, worn 
by poor children in the North. 2883 Almondbury <§- Hud- 
dersfield Gloss., Dick, a kind of apron such as worn by shoe- 
makers, especially a leather one, which was called a ‘leather 
dick'. 1888 Sheffield Gloss., Dick, a leather apron for 
children. 

Dick, sb.z dial. [Cf. Dike and Ditch.] a. A 
ditch, b. The bank of a, ditch ; a dike. 

2736 Pegge Kenticisms, Dick, a ditch. 1787 Marshall 
E. Norfolk, Gloss., Dick, the mound or bank of a ditchi 
2875 Sussex Gloss., Dick, a ditch. 2893 Field 25 Feb. 295/2 
Most fences should be on banks with ‘dicks’ where the 
ground requires them. 

Dic$c, sbA slang. Abbreviation of dictionary ; 
hence, 'Fine language, long words' ( Slang 
Diet.). ■ ■ 

%B 6 o Haliburton (Sam Slick) Season Ticket xii. (Farmer). 

I Ah, now you are talking ‘dic.’, exclaimed Peabody, ana 
I can’t follow you. 1873 Slang Diet, s.v., A man who uses 
fine words Without much judgment is said to have * swallowed 
j the dick*. 

Sick, sb. 5 slang. [Short for declaration 2 c£ 

' Davy for affidavit^ In phr. To take one's dick ** 
to take one’s declaration. 

2862 D. C6ok P. Foster’s Dau. xxvi. (Farmer), I’d take 
my dying didfc he- hasn’t got a writ in. his? pocket. 1878 


DICKY. 


DICK. 

Yates Wrecked in Port I* i 111 take my dick I heard old 
Osborne say so l 

To this (in the commercial sense of* declara- 
tion’ as to the value of goods) is perhaps to be 
referred the vulgar phrase Up to dick ; as adj. up to 
the proper standard, excellent, * proper 1 ; as adv. 
properly, suitably, fittingly. 

(It has however been referred by some to Dick sbA) 

n a r _ e__4. nm.* ~ w.,., 


to < 

Blanket (Farmer), ‘Ain’t that up to dick, my fc 
Punch xo Sept, in/i. 

f Dieken. Obs. or dial. Some water-bird. 

*579 J* Jones Preserv. Bodie <§• Soule u xiv. 26 Snipe, 
Godwipe, Dieken, Poppel, Bitter, Hearon white and gray. 

Dickens (drkenz). slang or colloq. Also 7-8 
diekins, 8-9 dickons, 9 clickings. 

[App. substituted for ‘devil”, as having the same initial 
sound. It has been suggested to be worn down from devil- 
kin mdeilkinpmt no evidence of this has been found* Dickin 
or Dickon, dim. of Dick (cf. Wilkin , Wat kin. Jan-kin or 
Jenkin , Simkin) was in use long before the earliest known 
instance of this, and Dickens as a surname was probably 
also already in existence.] 

The deuce, the devil, a. The dickens} (formerly 
also a dickens/) an interjectional exclamation ex- 
pressing astonishment, impatience, irritation, etc. ; 
usually with interrogative words, as what, where , 
how , why , etc. (Cf. Deuce, Devil.) 

*598 Shaks. Merry W. in. ii. 39, I cannot tell what (the 
dickens) his name is. _ 1600 Hevwood x Edw. IV, 111. Wks. 
1874 I. 40 What the dickens ? is it loue that makes ye prate 
to me so fondly ? 1676 D’Urfey Mad. Fickle ir. i, Oh have 
I found you at last? I wonder where the Diekins you 
ramble 1 1687 Congreve Old Back. n. i, What, a dickens, 

does he mean by a trivial sum ? 1728 Vanbr. & Cib. Prov. 

Husb. iv. i. 72 The dickens 1 has the Rogue of a Count 
play’d us another Trick then? 1794 Wolcott (F. Pindar) 
Fowl, for Oliver Wks. II. 308 Then what a dickens can I 
do or say? 184a S. C. Hall Ireland II. 402 Why the 
dickons don't you let us serve them all out at once? 

b. in imprecations, as the dickens take you!; 
also in phr. to go to the dickens , to go to ruin or 
perdition ; to play the dickens , to cause mischief or 
havoc. 

1653 Urquhart Rctbelais 1. Frol.,' Hearken joltheads . . or 
dickens take ye. 1656 Blount Glossogr.j Diekins, a corrup- 
tion of Devilkins, i. little Devils; as tis usually said, the 


Dickens take you. *77* Smollett Humph. 


usually 
CI.3JU 
le dicke 


une 1*4 He 


[the Hon] would roar, and tear, and play the dickens. 1831 
Moore Summer FUe 822 Like those Goths who played the 
dickens With Rome and all her sacred chickens. 1861 Sala 
Dutch Piet, xiii. 199 They played the very dickens with 
Doctor Pantologos. 1877 Black Green Past. xlii. (1878) 336 
Business went to the dickens. 

e. as a strong negative (= Devil 21). 

1842 S. Lover Handy Andy sac iii. The dickings a mind he 
minded the market. 1884 Illustr. Lond. News Christm. 
No. 19/3 ‘ The dickens you are thought Fred. 

Dickensian (dike*nzian), a. Of or pertaining 
to the English novelist Charles Dickens (died 
1870), or his style. So BIckens©*squ.e (Bicken- 
esque), BPckensIsh., DLckensy (Dickeny) , adjs. 
(All more or less nonce-wds.) 

1836 Sat Rev. II. 196/1 A Dickenesque description of an 
execution. 1880 A thenxum 25 Sept. 399/2 The Dickenesque 
portion . . is poor beside its prototype. 1881 Ibid. 19 Mar. 
390/3 He [Bret Harte] has a touch of Dickens in his style. , 
he observes with a Dickensian eye. 1885 Ibid. 17 Oct. 503 
His is a Dickensesque manner, but he has not the local 
knowledge nor humour of his master. 1886 Century Mag. 
XXXII. 937 My ideas of London were. .preeminently 
Dickeny. 1890 Spectator 30 Aug. 281 Disraeli never de- 
scended even into Dickensish depths of human nature. 189a 
txu -e. t on.- v -t 


May i 

lightful and Dickensy to talk., with a licensed victualer by 
the name of Martha Huggins. 

Dicker (drkai), sb. 1 Forms: a. 4-5 dyker, 
5-6 dycker, 6 deker, diker, -ar, diekar, dikkar, 
7 dioar, 6- dicker. jS. 6- daere, daker, (6 daiker, 
dakir, 8 dakker). [The form dicker , ME. dyker, 
etc., with the latinized forms dicora, dikera, dicra, 
point to an OE. *dicor, corresponding to MLG. 
diker, MHG. decker, techer, mod.G. decker, LG. 
diekr (Westphal.), d&kr (Pomerania), Icel. dekr, 
Da. deger, Sw. ddeker; all evidently from a 
WGer. *decura, *decora, ad. L. decuria , a company 
or parcel of ten : cf. OE. sicor for L. securis. This 
WGer. form must be the source of the med.L. 
decora, decara, dicara, dacora (Du Cange), and of 
the OF. dacre, dakere, and corresp. med.L. dacra, 
dacrum, whence the Sc. and northern forms in B. 

The word has been used from ancient times in the reckon- 
ing of skins or hides ; a letter of the Roman Emperor 
Valerian (a.d. 253-260) preserved by Trebellius Pollio, directs 
Zozimion, procurator of Syria, to furnish to Claudius, among 
other supplies, ‘ gallium tentoriarum decurias triginta i. e. 
30 dickers of skins for tents. Kluge points out that the 
fearly adoption of the Latin word by the Germans is ex- 
plained by the tribute of skins which the latter had to pay 
to the Romans (Tacitus Ann. iv. 72), as well as by the fact 
that skins formed a leading item in the frontier trade between 
the Romans and the northern barbarians, as they have in 
the traffic between white men and the Indians in North 
America in modern times (see Dicker ».).] 

The number of ten ; half a score; being the cus- 
tomary unit of exchange in dealing in certain articles, 
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esp. hides or skins ; hence a package or lot of (ten) 
hides. 

Its use in the skin trade appears to be the only one in 
continental languages; in English it has been extended to 
some other goods; the dicker {dicra or dacra) of iron in 
Domesday is generally held to have been ten rods, each 
sufficient to make two horse-shoes. 

a. [1086 Domesday I. If. 162 a, T. R. E. reddebat civitas de 
Glowecestre . . . xxxvi. d icras ferri. tzj$Placiia in Curiis 
Magtiat. Anglise, Per iij diker’ de coriis bovinis.] 1266- 
1307 Assisa de Pond, et Mensur. (Stat. Realm I. 205), Item 
Last Coriorum ex xx Dykeres, et quodlibet Dacre constat 
ex x coreiis, I tem Dacre Cirotecarum ex x paribus. I* Dacre 
vero ferrorum equorum [viginti] ferris. Transl. txLib. 
Horw. Lond. If. 123 A Last of Leather doth consist of 
Twenty Diker, and every Diker consisteth of Ten Skins. 
And a Diker of Gloves consisteth of Ten Pair of Gloves. 
Item a Diker of Horse-shoes doth consist of [Ten v.r. 
twenty] Shoes. 1428 Will of T inner (Somerset Hod, j dyker 
de Rigges et neckes. 1467 m Eng . Gilds ( 1870) 384/Payinge 
for the custome of euery dyker jd. 1526 Tolls in Dillon 
Calais $ Pole (1 892) 81 A dycker of bydes tanned, ten 
bydes a dyker. 1535 Act 27 Hen, VIII, c. 14 § 1 Two 
persons . . nombre all suche lether by the hide, accornptinge 
ten hides to the deker. 1553-54 Trinity Coll Accts. in Willis 
& Clark Cambridge (1886) III. 610 It' to John Barbour for 
a dikkar of knives. 1579 in Wadley Bristol Wills (1886) 227 
Fower diker of Rawe leather. 1679 Blount A nc. Tenures 
33 A Dicar of Iron contained ten Barrs. 1691 Lond, Gas. 
No. 2661/4 Also 16 Dickers of Butts in the Fatts near 
Tanned. 1799 S. Freeman Town Off, 146 The sealer of 
leather’s fee shall be 6d. per dicker. 1812 J. Smyth Pract. 
of Customs (1821) 51 Bracelets, or necklaces, of Glass. The 
Gross to contain 32 Bundles or Dickers, and each Bundle 
or Dicker being 10 Necklaces. 1835 P. Kelly Universal 
Cambist II. Index, Dicker, or dacre of leather, 10 hides ; of 
necklaces, 30 bundles, each bundle ten necklaces. 

0. [1286 in Rogers Agric. $ Prices II. 458/3 (Iron & 
Steel). ^ c 1300 Fleta 11. xii. § 4 (Jam.) Item lastus coriorum 
consistit ex decim dakris, & quodlibet dacrum ex decim 
coriis .. Dacrum vero ferrorum equorum ex viginti ferns.] 
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set Ho.), Dacre of leather. 1609 Skene Reg. Maj. Stat. of 
Gild 147 In halfe ane daker of hydes. 1732 in Cramond 
Ann. Banff (1893) 1. 206 For each dakker 01 leather freemen 
shall pay 3*. ^d. 1835 (see a.) Dacre. 

fb. transf A considerable number; a ‘lot’, a 
‘heap’. Obs. 

3580 Sidney Arcadia in. (3622)393 Behold, said Pas, a 
whole dicker of wit. 1596 Nashe Saffron Walden 2 Such 
a huge dicker of Dickes in a heape altogether. 1602 Nar- 
cissus (1893) 686 On my love kisses I heape a dicker. 1641 
Brathwait Engl. Intelligencer I, Newes, Althea, I bave a 
whole dicker of newes for thee. 1676 Marvell Mr. Smirke 
33 But if the Dean foresee that ’tis a very vendible Book, 
he . . sends up for a whole Dicker of ’em to retaile. 

Dicker (drkoi), sbP US. [f. Dicker v.] The 
action or practice of dickering; barter; petty bar- 
gaining. 

3823 J. F. Cooper Pioneer xiv. (1869) 61/1 You have sold 
your betterments. Was it cash or dicker ? 1856 Whittier 
Panorama 270 Selfish thrift and party held the scales For 
peddling dicker, not for honest sales. 1888 N. Y. Weekly 
Times 28 Mar. (Farmer A mer. \ Considering the advisability 
of making a dicker with bis old political opponents. 

Dicker, v. U.S. [?f. Dicker sbP 

Quotation 1848 refers to the barter traffic on the Indian 
frontier in N. America. As skins have always formed a 
chief item in that trade, it has been suggested with much 
probability that the verb arose, in the sense j to deal by the 
dicker, to deal in skins among the traders with the Indians, 
and has thence extended in U. S. to trade by barter gener- 
ally. If this be the fact, it is interesting that a word which 
passed from Latin into Germanic in special connexion with 
dealing in skins, and which has ever since in Europe been 
associated with this trade (see Dicker sbA), should, in 
America, through similar dealings between a civilized and 
uncivilized race, have received another development of use. ] 

intr. To trade by barter or exchange; to truck ; 
to bargain in a petty way, to haggle, b. trans. 
To barter, exchange. Hence Di'ckering vbl. sb . ; 
also Di'ckerer, one who dickers. 

1845 J. T. Headley Lett. fr. Italy xx. 99, I had acquired 
quite a reputation in dickering with the thieving Italian 
landlords and vetturini. 1848 J. F. Cooper Oak Openings 
(Bartlett), The white men who penetrated to the semi-wilds 
[of the West] were always ready to dicker and to swap. 
1864 Sala in Daily Tel. 7 July, The required needle was 
dickered for the egg, and the Yankee was going away. x888 
Bryce A mer. Commw. II. m. lxiii. 457 By a process of 
dickering (i. e. bargaining by way of barter), .a list is settled 
on which the high contracting parties agree. 1891 Goldw. 
Smith Canadian Question , Government, in the persons of 
the Parliamentary heads of departments, is on the stump, 
or dickering for votes. *891 Columbus (Ohio) Dispatch 
2 Apr., Bargains that would do credit to London East End 
dickerers. 

Dickinsoxrite (di-kinssnskt). Min. [Named 
1878 after the Rev. J. Dickinson : see -ite.] A hy- 
drous phosphate of manganese, calcium, and sodium, 
usually micaceous in structure and green in colour. 

1878 Amer. Jml. Sc. Ser. hi. XVI. 115 Distinct crystals 
of dickinsonite are not often found. 

Dicky, dickey (di*ki), sb. colloq ., slang, and 
dial. Also diekie. [The senses here included 
may belong to two or more words of distinct origin. 
Some of them are evidently applications of Dicky, 
dim. of Dick (cf. Tommy, Willy, Bobby, etc.) ; 
another group is probably closely related to Dick 
sbp ; of others the relationship is obscure. 

jMany other applications of * dicky ’ may be found in the 
dialect and slang dictionaries.] 


I. As applied to persons. 

1 . Naut. (See quot.) 

1867 Smyth Sailor's Word-bk., Dickey, an officer acting la 
commission. 

II. As a name applied to animals. 

% A donkey ; properly, a he-ass. 

First noted in East Anglia and Essex, now widely known. 
*793 Genii. Mag. n. 1083 A Donky, or a Dicky. An ass. 
Essex and Suffolk. 1818 Moore Fudge Fam. Paris n. 25 
When gravely sitting Upon my dickey, a 1825 Forby Voc. 
E. Anglia, Dicky*ass, a male ass; the female being usually 
called a Jenny ass, or a Betty ass. 1876 E. FitzGerald 
Lett. (1889) I. 388 About Sancno's stolen Dicky. 

attrib. 1801 Bloomfield Rural T., Richard fy Kate 
(3802) 8 Time to begin the Dicky Races, More fam’d for 
laughter than for speed. 1883 J essopp in 19 th Cent. Oct. 602 
Ridin* in a dickey cart’s enow for him and me. 

3. A small bird (also Dicky-bird), a. A tame 
(caged) bird. b. dial. The hedge-sparrow. 

3851 Florist Nov., There was .. dicky’s cage on its old 
nail. 1868 Daily Tel. 29 May, We should not like to trust 
a canary bird near the picture. Mr. Radford’s monk would 
surely spring from the canvas . . and crunch the dickey to 
splinters. 1878 Cumbld. Gloss., Dickey , the hedge-sparrow, 
Accentor nodularis. 1881 Black Beautiful Wretch 
xviii. (Farmer), ‘The dicky-laggers are after them too.’ 
‘The what?’ ‘The bird-catchers, Miss/ 1885 Swainson 
Prov. Names Birds 29 Hedge Sparrow .. Dickie (Lanca- 
shire).. Blue diekie (Renfrew). 1887 Kentish Gloss., Dicky- 
hedge-poker, a hedge-sparrow. 1888 Sheffield Gloss., Dicky- 
dunnock, the hedge-sparrow. 

III. As a name of articles of clothing: cf. 
Dick sbP 

■f 4 . An under petticoat. Obs. 

1753 Songs Costume (Percy Soc.) 231 With fringes of knot- 
ting your Dickey cabod [?cabob], On slippers of velvet, set 
gold a-la-daube. 1787 Minor I. 99 Of all her splendid ap- 
parel not a wreck remained . . save her flannel dicky. 1800 
Wolcott (P. Pindar) Ld. Auckland's Tri. Wks. 1812 IV. 
31 1 The hips ashamed forsooth to wear a dicky. 1847-78 
Halliwell, Dicky, a woman’s under-petticoat. 

1 5 . A worn-out shirt. (Obs. slang.) 

1781 G. Parker View of Society 1 . 82 note ^Farmer), Dickey, 
cant for a worn-out shirt. 

6. A detached shirt-front. 

181 x Lex. Balatronicum, Dickey, a sham shirt. 1843 
Thackeray Crit. Rev. Wks. 3886 XXIII. 29 If not a shirt- 
collar at least a false collar, or by possibility a dicky. 2848 
— Bk. Snobs xxvii. Wretched Beaux ..who sport a lace 
dickey. 1886 Baring-Gould Court Royal I. vi, 87 Paper 
collars, cuffs, and dickies. 3889 J. M. Barrie Window in 
Thrums iii, * Come awa doon .. an’ put on a clean dickey.* 

7 . A shirt collar. (New England .) 

1858 Holland Titcomb's Lett. iii. 36 A beautiful cravat, 
sustaining a faultless dicky. 1864 Lowell Biglow P. Poems 
3800 II. 283. 4 1864 Thoreau Cape Cod vi. (1894) 330 Cockles 
. . looking ... like a flaring dickey made of sand-paper. 1887 
M. E. Wilkins Humble Romance , etc. (1891) 50 David Em- 
mens, arrayed in his best clothes, with his stiff white dickey. 

8. A covering worn to protect the dress or upper 
part of it during work, etc. ; variously applied (ac- 
cording to time and place) to a. A leather apron or 
pinafore* b. A child’s bib. c. A ‘slop’ or loose 
over- jacket of coarse linen coming down to the waist, 
worn by workmen in the north, d. An oil-skin suit. 

1847-78 Halliwell, Dicky . . a common leather apron 3879 
Cumbld. Gloss. Suppl., Dicky, a short upper garment of 
coarse linen till lately worn by working men. 1883 Mrs C. 
Garnett in Sunday Mag, Dec. 751/2 To the office ., we 
w alked to be arrayed in our dickies. 

IV. In other applications. 

8. The seat in a carriage on which the driver sits, 
(Also dicky -box.) b. A seat at the back of a 
carriage for servants, etc., or of a mail-coach for 
the guard. 

1801 Gabrielu Myst. Husb. IV. 260 The farmer, .came 
down upon the dicky in front of the chaise, to save a horse. 
1803 Times 1 7 Jan., Hammer-cloths, except on state oc- 
casions, are quite out of date, and the dickey-box is following 
their example. 3803 Lit. Jml. in Spirit Publ. Jrtils. (1804) 
VII. 5 The style which has changed a tub into a chariot, and 
a coach-box into a dicky. 1806 Surr Wint. in Lond. (ed. 3) 
II. 210 She .. ventured to introduce a plain black leather 
chair for the driver, which was called a dicky. 38x2 Ann. 
Reg. 331 The guard travelled by the side of the coachman 
on the box, and on returning to the dickey he discovered 
the robbery. 1823BYRON Juan xiii. xlvii, The valet mounts 
the dickey. 3837 Dickens Pickw. xlvi, A. hackney cabriolet 
. .three people were squeezed into it besides the driver, who 
sat.. in his own particular little dickey at the side. 386a 
Sala Seven Sons 1 . iv. 72 He had seen hirn . . in the dickey 
of a phaeton. 1886 Ruskin Praeterita I. vi. 185 We carried 
our courier behind us in the dickey with Anne. 

10 . Comb . : dicky-box (see 9 a) ; dicky-daisy 
(local), a nursery name for the common daisy 
(Beilis perennis), also applied to other wild flowers ; 
dicky driver, a local name of the periwinkle 
(Britten & Holl.) = dick-a-dilver (Dick sb. 1 ) ; 
Dicky Sam [understood to be a corruption of Dick 
J Sands, an example of the Lancashire form of 
patronymic], a nickname for a Liverpool man. 

3870 Athenaeum 10 Sept.jWe cannot even guess why a 
Liverpool man is called a Dickey Sam. 1884 Book Lore 
Dec. 27 (Farmer), The natives of Liverpool call themselves, 
or are called by others, Dicky Sams. 

Bi'cky, dickey, a. slang or colloq. [Etymol. 
not ascertained.] Of inferior quality, sorry, poor; 
in bad condition, unsound, shaky, ‘ queer \ 

18x2 J[. H. Vaux Flash Diet., Dicky, .very bad or paltry ; 
any thing of an inferior quality, is said to be a dicky 
concern, a 1845 Hood Conveyancing iv. At last to find Your 
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dinner is all dickey. 1883 Standard 8 Jan. 2/4 Without 
doubt Iroquois has been very ‘dickey' on his pins. 2889 
D. C. Murray Danger* Cats paw 24 The very hone? test 
tradesman . . must run the risk of meeting very dicky people 
now and then. 2894 Sir J. D. Astley My Life I. 312 Poor 
* Curly 1 was uncommon dicky for several days from concus- 
sion of the brain. 

b. All dicky with : ‘all tip ’ or ‘all over’ with. 
x8io Morning Post 26 June in Spirit Pub. Jmls . (1811) 
XIV. 278 At one time he thought it was all dicky with Sir 
Francis, a 184s Barham Ingot, Leg,, Pros. Birchington xl, 
’Tis all dickey with poor Father Dick— he's no more ! 2880 
Mrs. Parr Adam fy Eve xxxvi. 490 * Ah, poor old Zebedee ! 
,. 'tis all dickey with he.' 
e. Comb. , as dicky-legged, 

2894 Sir J. D. Astley My Life II. 2 The trainer of some 
dicky-legged racer. 

Dicky-bird, dickey-bird, colloq. [Dicky 
3.] In nursery and familiar speech : A little bird, 
such as a sparrow, robin, or canary-bird. 

a 1845 Barham Ingot, Leg., Knight # Lady , On tree-top 
and spray The dear little dickey-birds carol away. 2852 
R, S. Surtees Sponge's Sp. Tour Ixv, Others take guns and 
pop at all the little dickey-birds that come in their way. 
a 2869 Kingsley in Life '1879) II. 41 Gladly would I throw 
up history, to think of nothing but dicky-birds. 2886 J. K. 
Jerome Idle 'Thoughts 121 We do not sigh over dead dicky- 
birds with the bailiffs in the house. 

b. Applied dial, to particular birds : see quots., 
and cf. Dicky sb. 3. 

1879 Cumb Id. Gloss. Suppl., Dicky-bird, a general name 
for a canary. 1885 Swainson Prov. Names Birds 188 Oyster 
Catcher {Hsematopus ostrilegus). Dickie bird (Norfolk). 

I! Biclesram (doiklrzimn). Bot. [mod.L., f. 
Gr. Si- twice (Di- 2) + nkijais a shutting up, closing.] 
A dry indehiscent fruit consisting of an achene en- 
closed within the indurated base of the adherent 
perianth. 

2857 Henfrey Bot. 1. ii. 140 The Diclesium only differs 
from the utriculus in having the indurated perianth adherent 
to the carpel, and forming part of the shell (Mirabilis, 
Satsola). 

Diclinic (dsiklrnik), a. Cryst . [f, Gr. Si- two 
+ K\iv-av to incline + -10.] Having the lateral axes 
at right angles to each other, but both oblique to the 
vertical axis : applied to a hypothetical system of 
crystals. Also Di'clinate a . 

2864 Webster cites Dana. 

Biclinism ' darkiiniz’m). Bot. [mod. f. as next 
+ -ism : in F. diclinis? 7 ie.\ The condition of being 
Diclinous. 

__ 2882 Vines Sophs* Bot. 920 The arrangements.. manifested 
in polygamy, diclinism, dichogamy, dimorphism.. are differ- 
ent means for promoting the cross-fertilisation of individuals 
belonging to the same species. 

Diclinous (dri’klinas), a. Bot. [f. F. dicline 
(1793 in Hatz.-Darm.) or Bot.L. Diclines pi. (Jus- 
sieu 1779), f. Gr. Si- twice, double (Di-2) + Kkivrj 
bed, couch : see -ous. 

(A. L. de Jussieu gave the name Diclines irregulares to 
the 25th class of his arrangement of the Natural Orders.)] 
Having the stamens and pistils on separate flowers, 
either on the same plant {monoecious), or on separate 
plants ( dioecious ). Also said of the flowers ( ~ uni- 
sexual). 

2830 Lindley Nat. Syst. Bot. Introd. 27 Even Ranuncu- 
lacese contain hermaphrodite and diclinous genera. 1876 
Darwin Cross-Fertil. x. 409 All plants which have not since 
been greatly modified, would tend still to be both diclinous 
and anemophilous. 1880 Gray Struct. Bot. vi. § 7. 270 The 
flowers in all Gymnosperms are diclinous, either dioecious 
or monoecious. 

Dicoccous (daikp kss), a. Bot. [f. Di- 2 + Gr. 
k6kk-os grain + -ous.] ‘ Splitting into two cocci ’ 
( Treas . Bot.) : see Coccus 2. 

1819 Pantologia s. v. f Dicoccous, or two-grained capsule. 
2870 Bentley Bot. (ed. 2)298 The fruit is described as di- 
coccous. 1878 Masters Henfrey'sBot. 2 66 Bruniacese differ 
in their dicoccous fruit. 

Dicoelious (daisrlias), a. [f. Di- 2 + Gr. tcoiXl-a 
a hollow + -OUS.] Having two cavities. 

2836-9 Todd Cycl.Anat. II. 631/2 The dicoelious heart of 
Hunter.. exists at a very early period of the developement 
of the Mammiferous embryo. 

DicCBlous (daisrlos), a. [f. Di- 2 *f- Gr. /coTk-os 
hollow, tcotkrj a hollow + -ous.] — prec. ; spec. Of 
a vertebra ; Cupped or hollowed at each end. 

1864 Webster cites Owen. 

Dicolic (daik^u’lik), a. Gr. Rhet . and Pros, 
[f. Gr. Slrnkos (f. di- twice + K&kov limb, clause) 
+ -TC.J Consisting of two cola: see Colon 2 i. 
2885 T. D. Goodell in Trans. Amer. Philol. Ass.lCVI. 85 
The first two lines * .resemble the two cola of a Greek dicolic 
line. 

Dicon&ylian (doikpndWian), a. Zool. [f. Gr. 
dtKovBvk-os double-knuckled (cf. Condyle) + -ian.] 
Of a skull : Having two occipital condyles. 

*883 W. H. FloWerIu Encycl. Brit. XV. 370/2 The Am- 
phibia are the only air-breathing Vertebrata which, like 
mammals, have a dicondylian skull. 

Dicotyledon (dakkptilrdan). Bot. [f. mod. 
Bot.L. dicotyledones (plural), f. Gr. St- twice 4 - kotv- 
kr] 8 <bv cup-shaped hollow or cavity: see Coty- 
ledon. 

(The term Dicotyledones was employed by Ray, but its 

5 tactical introduction into botanical classification dates from 
ussieu 1779.)] 


A flowering plant having two cotyledons or seed- 
lobes: the Dicotyledons (in Bot.Lat Dicotyledones') 
constitute one of the great classes of flowering 
plants, characterized by an exogenous mode of 
growth (hence also called Exogens), and usually 
by having the parts of the flower in fives or fours, 
and the veins of the leaves reticulated. 

. [1703 Ray Methodus Plant, (ed. 2) 1 Floriferas dividemus 
in Dicotyledones , quarum semina sata binis foliis anomalis, 
Seminalibus dictis, quse Coiyledonum usum prsestant, & 
terra exeunt.] 1727 Bailey vol. II, Dicotyledon (with Bo- 
tanists), a Term used of Plants, which spring with two 
Seed Leaves opposite to each other, as the generality of 
Plants have. 2830 Lindley Nat . Syst. Bot. Introd. 15 Two 
great divisions .. Monocotyledons and Dicotyledons. 2839 
Penny Cycl. XIII. 157 In his ‘Genera Plantarum’ Jussieu 
divided the vegetable kingdom into classes, subclasses, 
orders, and genera . . hence his classes Acotyledons, Mono- 
cotyledons, and Dicotyledons. 2875 Bennett & Dykr Sachs" 
Bot. n. v. 564 In the great majority of Dicotyledons the 
parts of the flower are arranged in whorls . . the whorls are 
usually pentamerous, less often tetramerous. 

Dicotyledonary (daukptilfdonari), a. rare . 
[f. prec. + -ary 2 .] = next. 

2870 in Eng. Meek. 11 Mar. 629/2 The seeds have . . four 
or more cotyledons instead of the usual dicotyledonary 
structure. 

Dicotyledonous (dsbkptilrdonos), a. [f. as 
prec. + -ous.] Having two cotyledons; belonging 
to the class of Dicotyledons. 

2704 Martyn Rousseau's Bot. x iii. 131 The body of the 
seed does not split into two lobes, but continues entire. 
Such plants are called monocotyledonous , the others dicoty- 
ledonous. 1845 Lindley Sch. Bot . (1858) i. 19 If the embryo 
has two cotyledons it is called dicotyledonous, as in the Bean. 
2861 Miss Pratt Flower. PI. 13 Dicotyledonous plants 
have a distinct deposition of pith, cellular tissue, spiral ves- 
sels, wood, and bark. 1872 H. Macmillan True Vine iii. 
87 Its dicotyledonous seed expands in germinating into two 
lobes. 3872 Oliver Elem . Bot. 1. iv. 46 The Buttercup is 
dicotyledonous . .. the character expressed by this term (the 
possession of a pair of cotyledons, or, more strictly, the simple 
fact that the first leaves of the plant are opposite). 

b. Of or belonging to a dicotyledonous plant. 
2870 Bentley Bot. 39 In the inner bark or libeq of Dicoty- 
ledonous stems. 2876 Page Adv. Text-bk. Geol. ix. 285 The 
reticulated venation of a dicotyledonous leaf. 

Dicres, obs. Sc. form of Decrease. 

Bicrotal (daikr<?u*tal), a. [f. as next + -al.] 
* next. 

2867 J. Marshall Phys. II. 237 A subsidiary wave occurs 
after the principal one, producing the phenomena named 
dichrotism or the dichrotal pulse. 

Dicrotic (doikqrtik), a. Phys. and Path. [f. 
Gr. h'ucpor-os double-beating (f. Si- twice + Kpor-os 
rattling noise, beat) + -ic : in mod.F .dicrote, med. 
or mod.L. dicrotus.\ 

Of the pulse (or a sphygmographic tracing of its 
motion) : Exhibiting a double beat or wave for 
each beat of the heart; applied esp. to a patholo- 
gical pulse in which the secondary wave which 
follows the primary is more marked than usual. 
(Etymologically * dicrotic ' might be applied to any double- 
beating pulse, whether the secondary wave occurs in the 
rise or in the fall of the main wave ; it is, in use, restricted 
to the latter case, the former being called Anacrotic.) 

[1706 Phillips (ed. Kersey), Dicrotus , a Pulse that beats 
twice. (So in Bailey ; in Ash dicrotos). 2741 Jas. Nihell 
Crises of the Pulse 2 The Pulsus Dicrotus of tne Ancients, 
which in English may be properly called the Rebounding 
Pulse.] 18x1 Hooper Med. Diet., Dicrotic , a term given 
to a pulse in which the artery rebounds after striking, so 
as to convey the sensation of a double pulsation. 2823 
Good Stud. Med. II. 26 When .. we come to a distinction 
between the free and dilated pulse, .the quick and the fre- 
quent . . the dicrotic, coturnising, and inciduous proposed 
by Solano, as mere subvarieties of the rebounding, or re- 
doubling. 1857 Dunglison Med. Diet. 772 Pulse, dicrotic 
. . that in which the finger is struck twice at each pulsation, 
once lightly, the other time more strongly. 1865 New Syd. 
Soc. Year-bk. Med. 11 On the other hand, increase in the 
heart's force . . makes the pulse dicrotic. 2875 H. C. Wood 
Tkerap. (1879) 140 Some of his sphygmographic tracings are 
markedly dicrotic. 

b. Of or pertaining to a dicrotic pulse or tracing, 
as a dicrotic notch , or wave. 

i860 New Syd. Soc. Retrospect Med. 149 The correspond- 
ence between the depth of the dicrotic notch and the severity 
of the pyrexia. 1878 Foster Phys. 1. iv. § 3. 137 The dicrotic 
wave occurring towards the end of the descent _ 2883 Syd. 
Soc. Lex., Dicrotic wave , a secondary wave which follows 
more or less quickly the primary wave of the pulse in sphyg- 
mographic tracings,. 

Diorotism (doi'krJ'tiz’m). [f. as prec. + - ism.] 
The condition of being dicrotic. 

2864 New Syd. Soc. Year-bk. 12 1 Duchek .. contends that 
dicrotism of the pulse is in no way dependent on the heart 
or great vessels. 1867 J • Marshall Phys. 1 1 , 236 When the 
pulse is very accurately examined, a subsidiary wave occurs 
after the principal one, producing the phenomena named 
dichrotism. 2875 H. C. Wood Therap. (1879) 139 Decided 
therapeutic doses of digitalis . . produce great reduction and 
sometimes dicrotism of the pulse. 

Dicrotous (dai'kriftss), a. [f. F. dicrote > Gr. 
hiKpor-os (see Dicrotic) + -ous.] - Dicrotic. 

2867 New Syd. Soc. Retrospect Med. 165 At the one extreme 
..lies the paralytic pulse, at the other the fully developed 
dicrotous pulse. 2877 Roberts Handbk.Med. (ed, 3) II. 21 
The aortic wave prominent, the pulse is called dicrotous. 

Diet (dikt), sb. Obs. or arch. [ad. L. dictum , 
a saying, a word, f. dicire to say : cf. also OF. diet t 


var. spelling of dit. (QE. had dikt from same 
source.)] A saying or maxim. 

2388 Wyclif Prol. x. 34 Grostede declarith wel this in his 
dicte. 2460 Capgrave Chron. 153 Robert Grostede. .mad 
eke a noble book thei elepe his Dictes. 1477 Earl Rivers 
(Caxton) Dictes 2 The saynges or dictis of the philosophers. 
2483 Caxton Gold. Leg. ■ 1x2/1 He had in his dictes grete 
obscurete and profoundnes. a 2536 Calislo 4 * Mel. in Hazl. 
Dodsley I. 53 According to their diets rehearsed. 2860 
Reade Cloister <$• H. xxxvi, The old diet was true after all. 
Diet, v. Obs. ox arch. [f. L. dictare to Dictate.] 
trans. To put into words ; to dictate. 

a 2626 Bacon Max . <§• Uses Com. Law Pref. (1636) 4The 
concordance between the lawes penn’d, and as it were dieted 
verbatim. 1642 R. Baillif. Lett. 796 , 1 have dieted already 
my primiel lesson . . I hope to diet before June a little com- 

E ;nd of the chief controversies, i860 Reade Cloister $ H, 
ii, Diet to me just what you would say to him. 

Dicta, pi. of Dictum. 

Dietam, -amen, -amne, obs. ff. Dittany. 
Bicta*men. ? Obs. [a. late and med.L. dic- 
tamen , pi. dietam ina, saying, precept, decree, f. die- 
tare to prescribe, dictate.] Dictate, pronouncement.- 
2626 C. More Life Sir T. More (2828! 131 The true dic- 
tamen of his conscience. 1638 Chillwgw. Relig. Prat. 1. 
Answ. Pref. § 27 All Protestants according to the Dictamen 
of their Religion should doe so. 2652 Urquhart Jewel Wks. 
(1834) 276 He will regulate his conscience by the . . true 
dictamen of reason. 2787 Hawkins Johnson 67 All the 
world knows, that the Essay of Man was composed from the 
dictamen of Lord Bolingbroke. 1826 Blackw. Mag. XX. 
223 The business of the echo .. to repeat the dictamina 01 
his master, 

f Dictameut. Obs. [ad. assumed L. * dicta - 
ment-um, f. dictare to pronounce. Dictate : see 
prec. and -ment.] a. Diction, b. A dictate. 

a 1572 Knox Hist . Ref. Wks. (2846) I. 8 We translait ao 
cording to the barbarousnes of thair Latine and dictament. 
2644 Digby Nat. Bodies 1. xviii. <1645^ 198 Sense is not easily- 
quieted with such Metaphysicall contemplations, that seem 
to repugne against her dictaments. 2652 tr. Cassandra u. 
5 To follow the Dictaments of an Inclination that already 
egan to be powerfull. 

Dictate (di-kt^t), sb. [ad. L. dietdt-um ‘thing 
dictated’, subst. use of neuter pa. pple. of dictare 
to dictate (see next) ; in Lat. usually in pi. dictdta 
things dictated, lessons, rules, precepts, dictates.] 

1 1 . That which is orally expressed or uttered in 
order to be written down ; a dictated utterance. 

2617 Minsheu Ductor in Ling., Dictates or lessons which 
the master enditeth for his schollers to write. 1622 Burton 
Anat. Mel. Democr. to Rdr. (2651) 12 Six or seven Amanu- 
enses to write out his dictats. 1692 tr. Emilianne's Obs. 
Journ. Naples 21 They are not made to Write, that is, to 
take Dictates. 1807 Crabbb Library 74 Skill and power to 
send, The heart's warm dictates to the distant friend. 2826 
{title), Dictates, or Selections in Prose and Verse for dic- 
tating as exercises in Orthography. 

fb. The action of dictating ; Dictation. Obs. 
1642 Jer. Taylor Episcopacie xxiii. 232 Many were actually 
there long after S. Pauls dictate of the Epistle. 2678 Lively 
Orac. ii. §41 Said to have wrote by dictat from him, as 
Mark did from Saint Peter. 

T 2 . An authoritative utterance or pronounce- 
ment; a Dictum. Obs . 

2627-77 Feltham Resolves 1. xxit. 41 It was the Philo- 
sophers dictate. 2652 C. Cartwright Cert, Relig. l 164 
According to the late Roman dictates. 2728 Newton 
Chronol. Amended 19 This gives a beginning to Oracles in 
Greece : and by their dictates the Worship of the Dead is 
every where introduced. 

t b. A saying commonly received ; a current 
saying, a maxim. Obs. 

2650 Hobbes De Corf. Pol. 37 This Rule is very well 
known and expressed m this Old Dictate, Quod tibi fieri 
non vis, alteri ne feceris. 268a Sir T. Browne Chr. More. 
iii. § 21 If according to old dictates, no man can be said to 

be happy before death [etc.]. 

8 . An authoritative direction delivered in words f 
an order given by one in authority. 

1628 Donne Serm. cxxxiii. V. 387 A faithful executing of 
his commission and speaking according to his Dictate, 2645 
Wither Vox Pacif* 3 By Gods immediate dictates, I indite. 
2652 Baxter Inf. Bapt. 42 Themselves give us but their 
Magisterial! Dictates. 2752 J ohnson Rambler N o. 95 p 9, 
I could not receive such dictates without horror. 2876 
Mozley Univ. Serm . i. 12 They speak at the dictate of 
a higher power, whose word is law. 

b. Often applied to the authoritative words or 
monitions of a written law, of scripture or revela- 
tion, and to those attributed to or derived from 
inspiration, conscience, reason, nature, experience, 
self-interest, and other ruling or actuating prin- 
ciples. 

2594 Hooker Eccl. Pol.i. vii. (2597] 60 The Iawes of well 
doing are the dictates of right reason. 2644 Bulwer Chiron. 
137 He might have followed the dictate of his owne Genius, 
2656 Bramhall Replic. x. 56 Contrary to the dictate of his 
conscience. 2692 Bentley Boyle Led. Serm. ix. 315 He 
should constantly adhere to the dictates of Reason and 
Nature. 2782 Gibbon Decl. 4* F. II. xliv. 659 Every man 
will obey the dictates of his interest. 2798 Malthus PopuL 
(1817) 1 . 19 Pursuing the dictate of nature in an early attach- 
ment to one woman. 2874 Carpenter Ment. Phys. 1. vi. § 1 
(1879) 2 38 He seems to have followed the dictates oi his 
artistic feelings. 

Dictate (diktat, drkteH), v. [f. L. dictat - ppl. 
stem of dictare to say often, pronounce, prescribe, 
dictate, freq. of dicer e to say, tell. 

The pronunciation did arte is now usual in England, though 
unrecognized by the dictionaries, with the exception of 
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DICTATRESS, 


DICTATION. 

.Cassell's, Encyclopaedic, ■ 1884. The poets frpm G. Herbert ! 
to Byron and Shelley have only di'ctate.} . • ; 

1 . tram. To put into wCrds which are to be 
■written down ; to utter, pronounce, or read aloud ; 
to a person (something which he is to write). 

X612 Brinsley Liul. Lit. 151 Vou are to dictate,' or deliuer : 
•vnto them word by word, the English of the sentence. 1661 
Bramhall Just Find. vi. 130 A book., not penned, but t 
•dictated by such as know right well the most secret Cabales, 
and Intriques of the Conclave, a 1783 Mrs. Williams in ! 
.Boswell's Johnson (1831) L 240 ,He dictated them while 
Bathurst wrote. 1853 J. H. Newman Hist, Sle. (1873) II. 
11. v. 262 He [Cicero] used to dictate his thoughts to his 
’scribes. 1856 Sir B. Brodie Psychol. Inq. I.iv. 126 During 
‘bis last illness . . he dictated an account of some scientific 
observations. , 

' b, absoL (the object being left out) To practise 
or use dictation, - . 

1592 Dee Comp. Rehears v (Chetham Soc.) % I did. also 
dictate upon every proposition beside the first exposition. 
1633 G. Herbert Temple, Posie it. Whether I sing, Or sav, 
or dictate, this is my delight 1667 Milton P.L. ix. 23 My 
Celestial Patroness who . . dictates to me slumbiing. 1724 
Swift Drapier’s Lett. Wks. 1755 V. ir, 91 My custom is .. 
to dictate to a prentice, who can write in a feignedhand. 
*871 B. Taylor Rarnt (1875) I. iv. 78 Yet in thy writing as 
Unwearied be. As did the Holy Ghost dictate to thee. 

2 . irons. To prescribe (a course or object of 
action) ; to lay down authoritatively; to order, 
or command in express terms: a. of persons. 

Not now used of prescribing medicine, as m quot. 1637. # 
1637 Shirley Gamester m. i, Your learned physician dic- 
tates ambergrease. 1690 C. Hopkins Crt. Prosp. i. 14 He 
meditates, and dictates Europe’s^ Fate. 1725 Watts Logic 
n. v. | 6 God can dictate nothing but what is worthy of 
himself, 175a Johnson Rambler No. 196 ?6 He will., 
dictate axioms to posterity. *781 Gibbon Bed. § P. II. 
xxxiv. 264 They dictated the conditions of peace. 1838 
Thirlwall Greece V. xliv. 355 Thus both were decreed .. 
on the teams dictated by Philip. . 1891 Speaker 2 May 532/2 
The Socialist no longer thinks of dictating to society what 
It ought to be. 

b. of things that have acknowledged authority, 
or that determine action. 

. x6ax Burton A not. Mel. in. iv. 1. n. (1676) 394/x Our own 
conscience doth dictate so much unto us. # 1651 Hobbes 
Leviath. n. xxx. 185 The same Law, that dictateth to men 
. .what they ought to do._ 1766 Goldsm. Vic. W.xxxi, I find 
his present prosecution dictated by tyranny, cowardice, and 
revenge, 1781 Cowper Truth 513 Of all that Wisdom dic- 
tates, this the drift. 1791 Burke Corr. (1844) III. 304 Wis- 
dom and religion dictate that we should follow events.^ 1795 
S. Rogers Words by Mrs. Siddons 4,7 Her prudence dictates 
what her pride disdained. 1819 Shelley Cenci v. ii. 96 
Which your suspicions dictate to this slave. 1878 Huxley 
Physiogr. Prefi, It appeared to me to be plainly dictated by 
common sense. 

| 3 . intr. To use or practise dictation ; to lay down 
the law, give orders. 

1651 Hobbes Govt. <$• Soc. vii. § 8. 125 We have seen how 
Subjects, nature dictating, have oblig’d themselves . .to obey 
the Supreme Power. 1728 Pope Dune. 11. 377 To cavil, 
censure, dictate, right or wrong. 1755 Young Centaur iii. 
Wks. 1757 IV. 176 Did this poor, pallid, scarce-animated mass 
dictate in the cabinet of pleasure 2 2807-8 W. Irving Sahuag. 
(1824) 55 He is the oracle of the family, dictates to his 
sisters on every occasion. 1872 Geo. Eliot Middletn. ix, 
A woman dictates before marriage in order that she may 
have an appetite for submission afterwards. 

f 4 . tram. To express, indicate. Oh. rare, 

. 1638 Sir T. Herbert Trav. (ed. 2) 95 A letter . . dictating 
nothing save hypocrisie and submission. Ibid. 182 Left them 
'with a frowne, dictating their base carriage and my im- 
patience. 

f Hence Dictated ppl. a. } Dictating vbl. sb. and 
ppl a. 

i6rx Cotgr., Bicti, dictated, indicted. 1631 Star Cham- 
ber Cases (Camden) 5 S r Arthur denyed the dictating of the 
letter. 1709 Steele & Swift Tatler No, 71 r 9 You rival 
your Correspondent Lewis le Grand, and bis dictating 
Academy. 2815 Scott Guy M, xxx ix. He’ll write, to my 
-dictating three nights in the week without sleep. 1830 
Wesim. Rev. XII. 3 Under the controlling and dictating 
power of truth and nature. 1874 Tyrwhitt Sketching Club 
47, 1 have worked very hard, and by strict dictated method. 

Dictation (dikt^-Jbn). [ad. late L. dictation - 
'em, n. of action from dictare to Dictate.] The 
, 'action of dictating. 

1 . The pronouncing of words in order to their 
being written down. 

. X727 Bailey yol. II, Dictation , a pronouncing or dictat- 
ing of any Thing to another Man to be written by him. 
*784 Johnson Dec. in Boswell , Dictation . . would be per- 
formed as speedily as an amanuensis could write. 1842 H. 
'Rogers Introd. Burke's Wks. (1842) I. 8 Sketches, either 
actually written by himself or at his dictation. 1868 Free- 
man Norm. Conq. (1876) II. via. 272 Some evident slip of 
dictation or copying. 1875 Jowett Plato (ed. a) I. xz t I will 
write out the charm from your dictation. 

attrib. 1870 Dickens E. Drood iv, My style became 
.traceable in the dictation-exercises of Miss Brobity’s pupils. 
x8p4 Westm. Gaz. 23 Feb, 6/3 A dictation cylinder will con- 
tain from i,ooQ to 1,200 words. 

= 2. Authoritative .utterance or prescription. . 

a 1656 Bp. Hall Rem. 148 (T.1 Heresies . . maintained to 
the death under the pretence of the dictation and warrant 
of God’s spirit 1 a 1805 Paley (Webster, 1828), It affords 
security against the dictation of laws. 1844 Disraeli 
Coningsby 11. i, The terms were at his own dictation. 

b. Arbitrary command* the exercise of dictator- 
ship. • 

1856 Froude Hist. Eng. I. r88 It would have probably 
. been unsafe for the crown to attempt dictation or repression. 
*858 Ibid. Ill, xiii. 88 The proud English nobles had now for 


the first, time to. .submit to the dictation , of a .lay peer. x86x 
NLictComt. Htit. (1863) It x. 22 6 N o sooner has the dictation 
of any Journal, .become too pronounced, than [etc.]. 

. 3 . Something dictated. 

1841 Myers Cath. Tk. in. § 32. 116 Had they been the 
very dictations of the Almighty, ■ . 

Eicta-fcional, a. rare. [f. prec. + -Ah.] • Of 
or belonging to dictation. 

2885 G. W. Cable .in Century Mag. XXIX. 409 The 
popular mind . . has retreated from its uncomfortable dicta- 
iional attitude. . 

Dictative (diktat *tiv, drkt£tiv),rz [f. Dictate v. 
;+ -lVE,] Of the nature of dictation ; characterized 
by dictating or saying what must be done, 

1768-74 Tucker Lt . Nat . (1&52) II. 684 Not striving to 
force attention with a dictative authority. 1823 J. F. 
Cooper Pioneer xxiii, Such other dictative mandates as 
were necessary. 

Dictator (diktats!), [a. L. dictator , agent-n. 
from dictare to Dictate. Cf. F. dictateur.} 

1 . A ruler or governor whose word is law an 
absolute ruler of a state, a. orig. The appellation 
of a chief magistrate invested with absolute autho- 
rity, elected in seasons of emergency by the Romans, 
and by other Italian states. 

1387 Trevisa Higden ( Rolls) II. 273 After consuls, tribunes 
plebis and dictatores rulede the comounte. 1470-85 Malory 
Arthur v., i, The Emperour Lucyus whiche was called at 
that tyme Dictatour or procurour of the publyke wele of 
Rome. 1592 Greene Upsf. Courtier, Was he not called to 
be dictator from, the plough ? 1607 Shaks. Cor. 11. ii. 93 Our 
then Dictator . . saw him fight. 1621 Burton Anat. Mel. 

I. ii. m. iv, As in old Rome, when the Dictator was created, 
all inferiour magistracies ceased. 1735-8 Bolingbroke 
On Parties 164 A Dictator was a Tyrant for six Months. 
1874 Morley Compromise (1SQ6) ri Ourpeople .. have long 
ago superseded the barbarous device' of dictator and Cajsar 
by the manly arts of Self-government. 

b. A person exercising similar authority in a 
mediaeval or modern state ; esp. one who attains to 
such a position in a republic. Also transf. 

c 1592 Marlowe Massacre Paris jl vi, Guise, wear our 
crown . ; And, as dictator, make or war or peace. 1671 M ilton 
P.R. 1. X13 To him their great Dictator, whose attempt At 
first against mankind so well had thriv’d, 1840 Penny CycL 
XVII. 227 After some changes in the government, Doctor 
Gaspar Rodriguez de Francia became dictator [of Para- 
guay]. . 1863 Kinglake Crimea (1876) I. xiv. 235 Numbers 
in France . . would have been heartily glad to see the Re- 
public crushed by some able dictator. 

2 . A person exercising absolute authority of any 
kind or in any sphere ; one who authoritatively 

rescribes a course of action or dictates what is to 
e done. 

1605 Bacon Adv. Learn. 1. iv. § 12 The overmuch credit 
that hath been given unto authors in sciences, in making 
them dictators. 1625 B. Jonson Staple of N. in. a, Say 
that you were the emperor of pleasures, The great dictator 
of fashions, fpr all Europe, a 1654 Selden Tabled . (Arb.) 4 
He. .was usually, stiled the great dictator of learning of the 
English nation. 1700 Tyrrell Hist. Eng. II. 893 Arbitra- 
tors, who' are sometimes called Assessors , sometimes Dic- 
tators of Amends. 1720 Swift Mod. Ednc. Wks. 1755 1 1. 

II, 34 The dictators of behayiour, dress, and politeness. 1875 
Stubbs Const. Hist. III. xxi. 525 The medieval church of 
England stood before the self-willed dictator [Henry VIII]. 
1892 F. Lawley Pref to Racing Life Ld. G. C. Bentinck 7, 
I inquired who was now the Dictator of the Turfi 

> 3 , One who dictates to a writer. 

1617 Minsheu, Doctor in Ling., A Dictator, or inditer. 
*721 Bailey,' Dictator, he that tells another what to write. 
*873 J. Raine Lett.fr. N. Registers Pref. 18 Marks of in- 
terest which delineate to a certain extent both the dictator 
and his amanuensis. 1883 Athenaeum 16 June 759/1 Re- 
miniscences . . dictated to a scribe and checked here and 
there by reference to documents in the dictator's posses- 
sion. ■■■•: .. ■ ,■ 

4 . attrib. 

1825 J; WrLsoN Nod. Antbr. Wks. 1855 I. 22 Certainly 
•these are riot dictator times. 

Bicta’torate. [f. Dictator + -ate*,} The 
office of a dictator. 

x866 Carlyle Inaug. Addr. 179 Oliver Cromwell’s Protec- 
torate, or Dictatorate if you will let me name it so. *868 
Golow. Smith in Macm. Mag. Apr. 531/1 Cicero accepted 
and . . served under the dictatorate of Caesar. 

Dictatorial (diktatoa -rial), a. [f. L. dicta- 
tbri-us of or belonging to a dictator -f -al. So 
mod.F. dictatorial (adm. by Academy 1835).] 

1 . Of, pertaining, or proper to a dictator. . 

1701 W, Wotton Hist. Rome vii. 118 The whole Dicta- 
torial Power within the City. 1741 Middleton Cicero II. 
vii. 119 He [Caesar] was created Dictator . . and by his Dic- 
tatorial power declared himself Consul. 1795 Ann. Reg. 
Pref, The late metamorphosis of the [French] Republic into 
a dictatorial or military government. x8r8 Byron Ch. Bar. 
iv. lxxxiv, Thou didst lay down With an atoning smile 
The dictatorial wreath. 1849 Macaulay Hist. Eng, I. 542 
A captain who has been entrusted with dictatorial power. 

2 . Pertaining to or characteristic of dictation ; in- 
clined. to dictate or prescribe the actions of others; 
imperious ; overbearing in tone. 

« 1704 T. Brown Sat. PersiusWks. 1730 1. 53 A dictatorial 
youth . does envy draw. 1724 Swift Drapier's Lett. Wks. 
1841 II. 26 By violent measures, and a dictatorial behaviour. 
1748 Richardson Clarissa (1811) VI. 107 Sally was laying out 
the law, and prating away in her usual dictatorial manner. 
1818 Miss Mitford in L’Estrange Life (1870) II. 36 He is 
. . very learned, very dictatorial, very knock-me-down. 1873 
Black Pr. Thule xxiv. 389 The dictatorial enunciation of 
his opinions. ' , , . . 


Dictatcrialism. [f. prec. + -ISM.] A dicta- 
torial practice, mode of action, or system. 

1863 Miss Braddon Eleanor's Viet. I. v. 99 Under the 
sheltering dictatorial ism of a paternal government. 1863 
Mrs. C. Clarke Shahs. Char. ii. 60 The ostentatious moral- 
ising'and sententious dictatorialism 6f Jaques. 

Dictato rially, adv. . [f. as prec. + -LY 2.] In 
a dictatorial manner ; imperiously ; with the tone 
or manner of authority. 

, a 1797 H. Walpole Mem. Geo. II (1847) II. viii. 277 Lord 
Hardwicke still took the lead very dictatorially. 1832 
Examiner 538/1 Why should the state dictatorially step in 
and forbid the transaction? 1880 Mrs. Forrester Roy. 

<$• V. I. 13 ‘ You will come to-morrow repeats Netta dicta- 
torially. ■ 

DictatOTl alness. [f. as prec. + -KESS.] Dic- 
tatorial quality or manner ; imperiousness. 

1876 Geo. Eliot Lei. 29 Oct. in Cross Life III. 294 
A spirit of arrogance and, contemptuous dictatorialness is 
observable. 1880. Mrs. Fethkrstoniiaugh A. Bering I. i. 
18 ‘ You never spoke to any one else!’ .. adds Mary, with 
sisterly dictatorialness. 1888 Times 25 Dec. 3/2 The Cabinet 
crisis in Bulgaria has been brought about through the 
dictatorialness of M. Stambouloff. 

f DictatOTian., a. Obs. [f, L. dicta tori-us 
of or belonging to a dictator + -an.] Of, proper 
to, or characteristic of, a dictator- 

c 1642 Contra-Replicant's Conipl 19 A kind of a dicta- 
torial! power is to be allowed to her. 1659 J. Harrington 
Lawgiving 11. iii, (1700) 4x5 Samuel, distinguishing to per- 
fection between Dictatorian and Royal Power. 1709 L. 
Milbourne Melius Inq. 6 Took all the power into lus own 
hand, govern'd in the dictatorian way. *7x1 Dennis Reflect, 
on * Ess. Criticism * 2 While this little Author struts and 
affects the Dictatorian Air. 

Dictatorily (di*ktat 9 rili), adv. [f. DictatoeY 
a. + -ly 2.] « Dictatorially. 

1788 Burns Let. to Clarinda Sunday Noon (Globe! c. 383 
They must also be so very dictatorily wise. 1867 Hare’s 
Guesses 226 An academy will lay down laws dictatorily. 
1890 J. C. Jeffery J. Vraille II. viii. 203 Ordering his 
‘ daddee ’ about so dictatorily. 

• T Bicta'toriaig, vbl. sb. Obs. rare. [f. Dic- 
tator + -ing 1 : cf. tailoj’ing, soldiering i\ Acting 
as dictator, 

X644 J. G oodwin Danger Fighting agst.God 48 Diametrally 
bent against all dictatoring, and law-giving by men. 

Dicta'tor-like, a. and adv. 

A. adj. Like or befitting a dictator. 

1641 R. Brooke Eng. Episc. 34 If they only took a Dic- 
tatorlike power. 1644 J. Goodwin Danger Fighting agst. 
God 47 Any ambitious or Dictator-like designe. x68o 
Hickeringill Wks. (17x6) I. 261 A Style and Language 
more Magisterical, Dictator-like. . ■ 

B. adv. Like or after the manner of a dictator. 

1581 Mulcaster Positions xlv. (1887) 293, I do not herein 

take vpon me dictatorlike to.pronounce peremptorily. 1646 
SirT. Browne Pseud. Ep. To Rdr. A:vj a, Nor have wee 
Dictator-like obtruded our conceptions. 

Dictatorship (dikt^tafjip). [See -ship.] 

1 . The offi ce or dignity of a dictator. 

1586 T. B. Ld Primaud. Fr. Acad. 176 Bicause he would 
not have the dictatorship, and the other the consulship. 1636 
E. Dacres tr. MachiavePs Disc. Livy I. 129 If any one 
were made Dictatour, he got most honour by it, that layd 
downe his Dictatourship soonest. 1665 Manley Grotius* 
Low C. Warres 167 They advised him [Leicester] also to 
a too hasty, .hope of the Dictatorship* after the Example of 
the Prince of Aurange. X796 H. HunteR tr. St. Pierre’s 
Stud. Nat. (1790) I. 331 AttiliUs-Regulus, who was called 
from the plough to the Dictatorship. 1835 Alison Hist '. 
Europe III. xv. § 59. 323 A dictatorship is the last step in 
the despair of nations. 1838 Arnold Hist. Rome I. 446 
A dictatorship is the most natural government for seasons 
of extraordinary peril, when there appears a man fit to 
wield it. 

2 . Absolute authority in any sphere. 

x6.. Dryden (J.), This is that perpetual dictatorship which 
is exercised by Lucretius, though often in the wrong. 1741 
W atts, Jmprov. Mind 1. v, § 9 Where an author . . assumes 
an air of sovereignty and dictatorship, 2869 Daily News 
22 Dec., The whole^ movement was an attempt to set up an 
illegal dictatorship in the Church. 1892 Loundsbury Stud. 
Chaucer III. vii. 100 His [Dryden’s] literary dictatorship . . 
remained unshaken, 

attrib. 1839 Times 4 July, The House, .rejected the first, 
or dictatorship clause o? the bill ’ 
t Dicta'tory, sb. Obs. rare. In 6 -oury. [a. 
OF. dictator ie , ~urie (Bersuire’s transl. of Livy, 14th 
c. in Godef.), f. L. dictator. \ Dictatorship. 

*533 . Bellenden Livy. ii. (1822) 151 The Faderis . . thocht 
expedient to gif the empire ana dlctatoury to ane man of 
mair soft ingine. . 

Dictatory (di*ktatori), a. [ad. L. dictatori-us, 
f. dictator-em Dictator. Cf. OF. dictatoire, Sp. 
diclatorio.] - Dictatorial. 

1644 Milton Aredp, (Arb,) 40 Ouir English . . will not easily 
finde servile letters anow to spell such a dictatorie presump- 
tion. 1823 New Monthly Mag. IX, ia/allie three dictatory 
nations, to whom. '.Europe must bow; 1863 M. Lemon Watt 
for End xviiL (1866) 223 A solemn dictatory letter. ,x%» 
De Morgan Budget of Paradoxes 378 When he obtrudes 
his office in a dictatory manner. 

Dictatress (dikt^-tres). [f. Dictator + -ess.. 
Cf* next,] A female, dictator, lit. and Jig. 

1784 R. Bage Barham Downs II* x . Vanity was the uni- 
versal dictatress. 1809 Byron , Bards 4 Rev. Ii, Earth’s 
chief dictatress* ocean’s lo vely qu een. 1827 Scorr Napoleon 
lxxvi, Paris * . the dictatress. .of taste , , to . . Europe. 1874 
Helps Ivan- Be Birott v. vi. 290 She was a dictatress in all 
matters that related to the. dress, scenery, and general ar.i 
rangements. ' . 
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Dictatrix (dikt^'triksV [&. L .dictatrix, fern. 
<of dictator : see -mix. In F. dictatrice . ] A female 
dictator; =prec. 

- 1623 Cockeram, Dictatrix, a woman commanding things 
to be don. 1647 Jer. Taylor Lib, Profit, Ep. Bed. 42 The 
Church of Rome which is the great dictatrix of dogmaticall 
resolutions. 1789 Bentham Wks. (1838-43) X. 206 A Dic- 
tatrix on the seas. 1848 Lytton Caxtons 1. n. ix, Mrs. Prim- 
mins . . housekeeper, and tyrannical dictatrix of the whole 
establishment. 

Dictature (dikt£ fad. L. ‘ dictatura the 
office of a Dictator : see -ore. Cf. F. dictature 
( 1 5 th c. in Godef. Suppl.).} 

1. = Dictatorship. 

..^SSB Grimaede Cicero's Offices 11. (1558) 84 The other who 
ih the dictature had been secretarie. 1605 Bacon Adv. 
Learn, 1. vii. §29. 40 What strange resolution it was In 
Lucius Scylla, to resign his Dictature. 1640 G. Watts tr. 
Bacon! s Adv, Learn. Pref. 10 Au tors, who have usurp't a 
kind of Dictaturein Sciences. ci8xo L. Hunt Blue Stocking 
Bevels n, 152,1 can’t see . . why love should await dear 
good Harriet’s dictature ! 1867 Contemp, Rev, VI. 413 

A temporal dictature took the place of the former . . com- 
bination of the spiritual and temporal powers. 1875 Brown- 
ing A ristoph. Apol. 101 Choosing the rule of few, but wise 
and good, Rather than mob-dictature. 

2. A collective body of dictators. 

1759 State Papers in Ann. Keg. 203/2 An imperial decree 
of commission was carried to the dictature against that reso- 
lution. 1855 M. Bridges Pop. Mod . Hist. 435 Nine indi- 
viduals were chosen out of it to form a Dictature. 

t Di*ctery. O bs . ra re— K [ad. L, dicterium 
a witty saying, bon-mot, in sense associated with 
L. dictum, but in form like Gr. SeucTTfpiov a place 
for showing, a pulpit.] A witty saying. 

1632 Burton^ A nat. Mel. m. it. v. v. 589 In a publike 
auditory . . I did heap up all the dicteries I could against 
women, but now recant. 

Dictieal, var, form of Deictical, Obs. 
Diction (drkfsn)., [a. F. diction ( 12 th c. in 
Hatz.-Darm.), or ad. L. dictim-em saying, diction, 
ihode of expression; in late L., a word; n. of 
action from dicere to say. 

Apparently not in English Dictionaries before Johnson.] 

1 1. A word. Obs. 

1542 Udall Erasm. Apopktk. 1.(1877) 136 Two sondrie 
wordes, albeit by reason of the figure called Synalephe , it 
seemeth in maner no more but one diction. 1549 Compl. 
Scot. Prol. 17 The quhilkis culd nocht be translatit in oure 
Scott is langage, as . . pretours, tribuns, and mony vthir ro- 
mane dictions. 1653 Gaule Magastrom. Liva, Dictions, 
syllables, letters, numbers. 1697 tr. Burgersdicim Itis 
Logick 1. xxv. 99 In Dictions are first to be consider'd their 
Etymology ana Conjugation, and then their Synonymy 
and Homonymy, and Acception Words, 
t 2. A phrase, locution, mode of speech. Obs. 

' a 1660 Hammond Wks. I. 425 (R.) We are not wont to re- 
quire the dictions of the New Testament . . to be tryed by 
Attical heathen Greek writers. 1709 Steele Taller No. 62 
TP 7 An easy Flow of Words, without being distracted (as 
we often are who read much) in the choice of Dictions and 
Phrases. 

f 3. Expression of ideas in words; speech; verbal 
description. Obs. 

. (In Shakspere in an intentionally Euphuistic passage.) 

1581 Sidney Apol. Pee trie (Arb.) 68 Now, for the out-side 
of it . . which is words, or . . Diction. 1602 Shaks. Ham. 
.v. ii, 123 To make true diction of him, his semblable is his 
mirror. 

4. The manner in which anything is expressed in 
words ; choice or selection of words and phrases; 
wording ; verbal style : a. of writings. 

1700 Dryden Fables Pref. (Globe) 496 The first beauty of 
an Epick poem consists in diction, that is, in the choice of 
Words and harmony of numbers. 1709 Pope Let, to Crom- 
well 7 May, It would be very kind in you to observe any 
deficiencies in the diction or numbex*s [of my translation]. 
1791 Boswell Johnson (1816) I. 201 Sir Thomas Brown., 
was remarkably fond of Anglo-Latin diction. 1827-48 H are 
Guesses Ser, 11. (1873) 368 Almost all fancy the diction makes 
the poet. 1868 Stanley Westm. Abb. hi. 195 A grace and 
accuracy of diction worthy of the scholarship for which the 
exiled chief, .was renowned. r88o L. Stephen Pojbe ni. 69 
It is, I think, impossible to maintain that the diction of 
poetry should be simply that of common life. 

■ Tb. of speech or oratory. 

1748 J. M.ASon Elocuh 5 Elocution : By which they always 
meant, what we call, Diction ; which consists in suiting our 
Words to our Ideas, and the Stile to the Subject. 1750 
Johnson Rambler No. 27 v 8 The celebrated orator re- 
nowned equally for the . . elegance of his diction, and the 
acuteness of his wit, 1855 Macaulay Hist. Eng. III. 134 
Tyrconnel . . with his usual energy of diction, invoked on 
himself all the vengeance of heaven if the report was not 
a cursed, a blasted, a confounded lie. 1886 Ruskin Prceterita 
1 . vii. 208 My mother . . resolved that I should learn absolute 
accuracy of diction and precision of accent in prose. 

Bictiona rial, a. rare. [f. med.L. dictiondH- 
ttm Dictionary + -al I. 3 .] Of, pertaining to, pr 
characteristic of a. dictionary ; lexicographical. 

# 1750 Beawes Lex Mercat. G752) p. viii, As every subject 
is placed by itself the chain 01 reading is not broke through, 
as it is in the dictionarial and some other methods. 

i Dictiona*rian. Obs. rare. [f. asprec.+-AN.] 
The maker of a dictionary; a lexicographer* 

1846 Worcester cites Dr. Dawson. 
f Dictionarist. Obs. rare. [f. next + -ist.J 
The maker of a dictionary. 

1617 Collins Be/. Bp. Ely n. vi. 238 One of the Diction- 
arists aforenamed [viz. Budaeus, Crispinus] quotes the place. 
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Dictionary (di*kjbnari). fad.. med.L. die- 
tidndrium or dictionaries (sc. liber) lit; 4 a repertory 
of dictibncs, phrases or words’ (see Diction) in F. 
dictionnaire (R. Estienne 1539), It. dizimario , Sp. 
diccionario.] 

1. A book dealing with the individual words of 
a language (or certain specified classes of them), 
so as to set forth their orthography, pronunciation, 
signification, and use, their synonyms, derivation, 
and history, or at least some of these facts : for 
convenience of reference, the words are arranged in 
some stated order, now, in most languages, alpha- 
betical ; and in larger dictionaries the information 
given is illustrated by quotations from literature ; 
a word-book, vocabulary, or lexicon. 

Dictionaries proper are of two kinds: those in which, the 
meanings of the words of one language or dialect are given 
in another (or, in a polyglot dictionary, in two or more 
languages), and those in which the words of a language are 
treated and illustrated in this language itself. The former 
were the earlier. 

Dhtionarius was used c 1225 by Joannes de. Garland 1a, a 
native of England, as the title of a collection of Latin 
vocables, arranged according to their subjects, in sentences, 
for the use of learners ; e.g. 

‘In horto magi.stri Johannis sunt herbe scilicet iste: salvia, 
petroselinum, dictamnus, ysopus, celidonia, feniculus, 
piret[r]um, columbina, rosa,. lilium, et viola; et a latere 
crescit urtica, carduus, et saliunca.* 

In the following century Peter BerchoriUs (died Paris., 
1362) wrote a Dictionarium morale utrhtsque Testament i, 
consisting of moralizations on the chief words of the Vulgate 
for the use of students in theology. In 1538 Sir Thomas 
Elyot published his Latin-English ‘Dictionary'; and in 
1556 J. Withals published ‘A shorte dictionarie for yonge 
beginners' in English and Latin, in which the words were 
arranged not alphabetically, but under subject-headings, e.g. 
‘the names of Byrdes, Byrdes of the Water, Byrdes about 
the house, as cockes, hennes, eta, of Bees, Flies, and 
others,* etc. In 1539 R. Estienne published his Dictionaire 
Frahcois-latin. Dictionaries (so entitled) of English and 
various modern languages appeared in England from 1547 
onward; in the 17th c. the name was gradually extended 
to works explaining English words, only /hard words* 
being admitted into the earliest. English Dictionaries. 

Vocabulary is now generally limited to a smaller and less 
comprehensive collection of words, or to a word-book of 
technical, or specific terms. Lexicon .is the name usually 
given to dictionaries of Greek, Hebrew, Arabic, Syriac, 
Ethiopic, and some other literary languages. 

1526 Pilgr. Per/ (W. de W. 1531) 233 And so Peter 
Bercharius in his dictionary describeth it. 1538 ( title \ The 
Dictionary of syr Thomas Eliot knyght. — Preface A ij 
bh r., About a yere passed I beganne a Dictionarie, declaryng 
latine by englisbe. 1547 Salesbury ( title', A Dictionarie 
in Englyshe and Welsne, moche necessary to all such 
Welshemen as will spedly lerne the Englyshe tongue. 1556 
Withals Shorte Dictionarie (156%) Colophon ; ? Thusendeth 
this Dictionarie, very necessary for children: compiled by J. 
Withals. a 1568 Ascham Scholem. (Arb.) 27 As the Grammer 
booke be euer in the Scholers hand, and also vsed of him, 
as a Dictionarie, for euerie present vse, 1580 J. Baret 
(title), An Alvearie or Quadruple Dictionarie., containing 
foure sundrie tongues : namelie English, Latine, Greeke, 
and French. 1588 Marprel. Episi. (Arb.) 42 His Lordship 
of Winchester is a great Clarke, .for he hath translated his 
Dictionarie, called Co[o]pers Dictionarie verbatim out of 
Robert Stephanus his Thesaurus, and ilfauored to, they 
say. 1598 Florid (title), A Worlde of Wordes, or most 
copious, and exact Dictionarie in Italian and English, 
collected by Iohn Florio. c i6ifi Webster Duchess o/Malfi 
v.ii, A., disease, .they call lycanthropia. Pes. What’s that? 
I need a dictionary to’t. 1623 H. Cockeram (title). The 
English Dictionarie : or an Interpreter of hard English 
Words. 1656 T. Blount (title), Glossographia or a Dic- 
tionary Interpreting all such Hard Words . . as are now 
used m our refined English Tongue. 1665 Boyle Occas. 
Reji. v. vii. (1845) 322 A man must have . . leara'd an 
Hebrew, Grammar, and turn'd over Buxtorf’s, Schindler’s, 
and other Dictionaries. 1721 N. Bailey (title), An Uni- 
versal Etymological English Dictionary. 1753 Fielding 
Amelia Wks. 1775 X. 129 All the majors words are not to 
be found in a dictionary. 1755 Johnson Dictionary Pre- 
face F 3, 1 have, notwithstanding this discouragement, at- 
tempted a dictionary of the. English language, which, while 
it was employed in the cultivation, of every species of litera- 
ture, has itself been hitherto neglected. . 1849 Lend, Jrnl. 
12 May 149 Morrison mentions a dictionary in the Chinese 
language of 40,000 hieroglyphical characters, as having 
been compiled 1100 years before Christ. 1857 Trench On 
sdme Deficiencies in our English Dictionaries 4 A Dic- 
tionary, according to that idea of it which seems to be alone 
Capable of being logically maintained, is an inventory of the 
language. 1870 Emerson Soc. <§• Solit., Books Wks. (Bohn) 
III. 87 Neither is a dictionary a bad book to read . . it Is 
full of suggestion, — the raw material of possible poems and 
histories. 1878 R. W. Dale Lect. Preach, yi. 181 A dic- 
tionary is not merely a home for living words ; it is a hospital 
for the sick; it is a cemetery for the dead, ' , 

t L. Jig. The vocabulary or whole list of words 
used or admitted by any one. Obs. 

1579 Fulke Heskbts* Pari. 58 If I may vse that tearme 
vnder correction of M. Heskins dictionarie. 1646 Sir T. 
Browne Pseud. Ep. 1. x. 41 Not only in the dictionary 
of man, but the subtiler vocabulary of Satan. 1727 Swift 
Gulliver in. ii. Wks. 1883 XI. 197, I much enlarged my 
dictionary; and when I went next to court, was able to 
understand many things the king spoke. 

2. By extension *. A book of information Or refer- 
ence on any subject or branch of knowledge, the 
items of which are arranged in alphabetical order ; 
an alphabetical encyclopaedia : as a Dictionary of 
Architecture , Biography, Geography , of the Bible, 

Christian Antiquities* oi DateS) 


DICTUM. 

(Here the essential sense ‘word-book* is supplanted by 
the accidental one of ‘ reference book in alphabetical order ’ 
arising out of the alphabetical arrangement used in modern 
word-books.) . . 

1631 Massinger Emp. East 1. ii, I have composed a dic- 
tionary, in which He is instructed how, when, and to whom. 
To be proud or humble. 1712 Addison Sped. No. 499 p 2 
The story. . which I have since found related in my historical 
dictionary. 1871 Morley V'oltaire .(1886) 299 Minutiae 
ought to be collected by annalistsj or in some kind of dic- 
tionaries where one might find them at need. 

b. fig. A person or thing regarded as a reposi- 
tory of knowledge, convenient for consultation. 

*774 Goldsm. Nat. Hist. (1776) I. Pref 7 A system may 
he considered as a dictionary in the study of nature. *837. 
Emerson Addr. t A mer,. Sckol. Wks. (Bohn) II. 181 Life Is 
our dictionary. ' 1849 Macaulay Hist. Eng. II. 180 Burnet 
was eminently qualified to be of use as a living dictionary 
of British affairs. 1893 Selous Trav. S. E. Africa 359 
Mr. Edwards is a perfect walking dictionary concerning alt 
matters connected with sport and travel' in the interior of 
South Africa. 

* 3 . allrib. and Comb., as dictionary English , 
order, phraseology, word; dictionary-maker , - mak- 
ing , - writer , -writing ; dictionary -tutored, adj, 
dictionary-monger, one who deals much with. 

' dictionaries; dictionary-proof a., proof against 
; the informing influence of a dictionary. 

1633 J. Hayward tr Biondi s Eromena. A jv, I would not 
. . be taken (or rather mistaken) for a Dicrionary-tutred 
Linguist. 1668 Wilkins Real Char ; Ded. A iij, This Work 
of Dictionary-making, for the polishing of their Language. 
1727 Swift Gulliver iv. xii. Wks. 1883 XL 355 Writers of 
travels, like dictionary-makers, are sunk into oblivion by the 
i weight and bulk of those who come last, and therefore lie 
uppermost. 174a Arbuthnot $z Pope, etc., Note on Dunciad 
; iv. 231 The first [Suidasl a dictionary-writer, a collector of 
impertinent facts and barbarous words. 1759 Goldsm. Polite 
Learn . ii, Dictionary writing was at that time much in 
fashion. 1806 Oracle in Spirit Pub . Jmls. (1807) X. 43 The 
! dictionary-monger in the Blind Bargain. 1818 Miss 
; Mitford in L’Estrange Life ( 1870) II. 27 After the fashion 
of certain dictionary-mongers who ring the changes upon 
two words. 1819 Sporting Mag. V. 122 Grose., was even 
: dictionary-proof. 1830 Galt Laiurie T. vii. iiL (1849) 318 
Miss Befcny was an endless woman with her dictionary 
phraseology. .1831 Carlyle Sart. Res. 1. iv, He . , calls 
: many things by their mere dictionary names. 1858 R. S. 
Surtees Ask Mamma i. 1 His fine dictionary words and 
laboured expletivfes. 1880 Grant White Every-Day Eng, 
100 Trying to speak dictionary English. 1882 Freeman m 
Longm. Mag, I. 97 Did anybody, even a dictionary-maker, 
really fancy that the last three letters of ‘neighbour* had 

• anything in common with the last three letters of * honour*? 

; Hence Dictionaryless a., without a dictionary. 

1854 Fraser's Mag. L. 317 Battling, grammarless and 
1 dictionaryless, with , a work m a strange idiom. 

; DictioneeT. nonce-wd. [f. Diction -f -eer ; cf, 
auctioneer :] One who makes it his business to criti- 
: cize diction or style in language, (contemptuous l) 
1848 Tail's Mag. XV. 557 Taking a high tone against the 
j decision of the 4 dictloneers' generally. 

f Drctitate, Obs. rare. [f. L. diciitdre to 
say often or emphatically, freq. of diddre : see 
; Dictate.] tram. To declare. 

; 1615 A. Stafford Heav. Dogge 44 No doubt the old man 

did dictitate thinges,the knowledge wherof would haue 
beautified all happy wits. 

f Dr ctour . Obs. rare — K [a. Anglo-F r. *dictour 
— OF. dicteor , ' diieor , author, dictator, arbiter :—L, 
dictator-em : see Dictator.] (?) A spokesman. 

? a 1400 Morte Arth . 712 Syr Mordrede . . Salle be thy 
dictour, my dere, to doo whatte the lykes. 

II Dictum (di*kti;m). PI. dicta, die turns. 
[L. dictum thing said, saying, word, f. dici-tts , pa. 

; pple. of dicere to say.] A saying or utterance; 
■| sometimes used with emphasis upon the fact that 
it is a mere saying; but oftener with the implica- 
tion of a formal. pronouncement claiming or carry- 
j ing some authority. (In the latter case probably 
j transferred from the legal use in b.) 

! 1706 Phillips (ed. Kerse3 r ), Dictum (Lat.) a Word, a Say- 

. ing, a Proverb ; an Order or Command. 1787 Sir J. Hawkins 
Life of Johnson 542 This dictum carries the more weight 
with it, as it comes from a man whose sentiments, respecting 
; sectaries, may be inferred from . the following passage, 1787 
: Gentl. Mag. Nov. 947/1 The above quoted sentence is a 
dictum of Johnson's after reading these several opinions. 

. 1809 Edin. Rev. XIV. 452 He concludes his # remarks, or 
\ rather dicta upon this topic, with, the following passage. 

; x8zi Craig Lect. Brccwing vii. 365 We will not take for 
our guide the dictum of any professor in_ the art. 1828 
, Combe Const, Man ii. (1835) 65 The collective dicta of the 
’ highest minds illuminated by the greatest knowledge. 

1861 Court Life at Naples II. 148 JHis dictums were not 
j regarded with the same awe to which he had been used. 

1874 Helps Social Press. viiL 104 , 1 will . . allow Milverton’s 
|. dicta to pass unquestioned. . ;■ ■ 

1 b. In Law, An expression of opinion by a judge 
. on matter of law, which, is not the formal resolution 
I or determination of a court. ^ 1 

| 1^76 Burrow Reports IV. 2294 He intimated that long 

i contrary Usage ought ‘to go a great way towards over- 
turning any old Dictum. 1827^ Jarman Powell's Devises 
II. 62 Against 'these' authorities may be adduced the 
solitary dictum of Lord Rosslyn, who, in Walker v. 
Denne doubted whether there was any equity between the 
real and personal representatives. Ibid. 299 The doctrine 
appears to rest solely on the dicta of the Lords Commis- 
sioners. 1863 H. Cox Instil. 1. ix. 215 The dicta of judges 
concerning privilege of Parliament have been very conflict- 
ing. 1892 Law Jrnl. Notes of Gases XXVII. 4/2 The 
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statement in Matire.v, Harrison that he is so entitled is a \ 
dictum only, and cannot be supported. 

e. A thing that is generally said ; a current 
saying ; a maxim or saw. 

1836 Syd. Smith Wks. (1852) II. no/a Of all false and 
foolish dicta, the most trite and the most absurd is that 
which asserts that the Judge is counsel for the prisoner. 
1848 Mill Pol. Eeon. v. xi. § 5 The popular dictum, that 
people understand their own interests better . . than govern- 
ment does, or can be expected to do. 1839 — Liberty ii. 52 
The dictum that truth always triumphs. 1871 Blackie 
Four Phases i. 36 The famous dictum that ‘the natural 
state of man is a war of all men against all men/ 
f d. In old Logic, the statement in a modal pro- 
position. 

1697 tr. Bnrgersdicius his Logick 1. xxviii. 113 Modal 
Enunciation consists of a Dictum and Mood : The Dictum 
of which is as it were the Subject, and the Mood the Pre- 
dicate . . ‘ It is necessary that God he good ’ : that is, Deion 
esse bonnm \ the Dictum is, that God be good the Mode, 
Necessary. 

e. In some historical and other phrases : 

Dictum of Kenilworth , an award made in 12 66 between 
King Henry III and the barons who had taken arms against 
him. Dictum of Aristotle, dictum deomni et (dc) nullo i.e. 
‘concerning every and none’, the name given by the School- 
men to the canon of direct syllogism, given by Aristotle 
(Xeyopev Se to tcara travTOs Ko.riqyapeccr&iH ,, kox to Karh /uyi- 
fie be, An. Pr.i. j.): see quo tv Obiter diction': see Obiter. 

1670 Blount Law Diet, s.v., Dictum de Kenelworth was 
an Edict or Award between Henry III and all those Barons 
..who had been in Armes against him. 1697 tr. Bnrgers- 
dicius his Logic k n. viii. 32 If the Dictum of AH and None 
be Paraphrastically propounded. 1761 Hume Hist. Eng. 
(1763) I. 233 Knights and esquires, says the dictum of 
Kenelworth, who were robbers, if they have no land, shall 
pay the half of their goods. 1827 Whately Logic 38 The 
object of Aristotle’s dictum is precisely analogous. 1843 
Mill Logic 1. v. § 3 These views . . are the basis of the cele- 
brated dictum de omni et nullo. 1864 Bowen Logic vii. 187 
The famous Dictum of Aristotle, usually called the Dictum 
de omni et nullo , that whatever is predicated (affirmed or 
denied) universally of any Class (i.e. of any whole), may be 
also predicated of any part of that Class. 

Dictyogen^di•kti<7^d3en,dikt3i•<y|d^en , ). Bot. [f. 
Gr„ Slictvo-v net + -jcvtjs born, produced: see -gen L ; 
Formed to match Endogen , Exogen , and other 
terms of the same classification.] 

The name applied by Lindley to those plants 
which have a monocotyledonous embryo, and re- 
ticulated leaf-reins (in the latter respect resembling 
the Dicotyledons). 

1846 Lindley Veg. Kingdom 4 The separation by me of . 
Endogens into 1, Endogens proper, and 2. Dictyogens. 
1855 — in Circ. Sc., Botany 184 Dictyogens are Endogens, 
but with the peculiarity that the root is exactly like Exogens 
without concentric circles, and the leaves fall off the stem 
by a clean fracture, just as in that class. 1857 Berkeley 
Cryptog. Bot. § 39. 52 Dictyogens are supposed to approach 
Exogens in their leaves and in the arrangement of their 
tissues, but their embryo and the development of their wood 
are distinctly monocotyledonous. i 85 o T. Darby Bot. 
Southern States 600 Dictyogens, monocotyledonous plants, 
with net-veined leaves, as smilax and trillium. 

Hence Bictyo-genous a., belonging to this group 
of plants. 

Dicy’an-, dicyano-. Chem. [f. Di- 2 + 
Cyan(o-.] Combined with two equivalents of the 
radical cyanogen, CN, replacing two of hydrogen, 
chlorine, etc. (See Cyan- 2.) 

Dicyanide (daisoi'anoid). Chem. [f. Di- 2 -f 
Cyanide.] A compound containing two equiva- 
lents of cyanogen (CN) united to an element or 
dyad radical, as mercuric dicyanide Iig (CN) 2 . 

1863-72 Watts Diet. Chem. II. 221 Dicyanide and tricy- 
anide of iron have not yet been obtained in very definite form. 

Dicya nogen. Chem . See Di- 2 and Cyano- 
gen. Cyanogen in the free form. 

Bicycle (dsrsik’l). [f. D i -2 -f Gr. ktjk\c$ wheel, 
Cycle. (A more regularly formed word than the 
hybrid bicycle.')] The name given to a form of 
velocipede in which the two wheels are parallel to 
each other, instead of being in the same line as in 
a bicycle. 

[1O70 Belgravia Feb. 441 Bicycle should be either rfzcycle 
. . or birota.] 1887 Cycl. Tour. Club Gaz. Jan. r4/r They 
will exhibit, .a new tricycle, a new bicycle, and a dicycle on 
the lines of the ‘ Otto.' 1893 Cycl. Tour. Club Handbk. 49 
‘Otto’ and other Dicycles, same rate as Tricycles. 

Hence Bi-cyclist, one who rides a dicycle. 

1887 Bicycling News 11 J une 145/1. 

Bicynodont (doisi*n£dpnt), sb. and a. Balmont, 
[mod. f. Gr. 5i- two + icvv - dog + abort- tooth.] A 
fossil reptile characterized by the absence of all 
teeth except two long canines in the upper jaw. 
b. adj. Having this character. 

The typical genus is Dzcynodon , order Dicynodontid. 

1854 Owkn m Circ. Sc. (c 1865' II. 97/2, I have called 
them ‘ Dicynodonts from their dentition being reduced to 
one long and large canine tooth on each side pf the upper 
jaw. 1876 Page Adv. TextrBk. Geol. xvi. 292 The Dicyno- 
dont reptiles from the red sandstones of South Africa. 
Hence Dicynodontian a. 

1873 Huxley Critiques fy Addresses ix. 213 The supposi- 
tion that the Dinosaurian, Crocodilian, Dicynodontian, and 
Plesiosaurian types were suddenly created at the end of the 
Permian epoch may be dismissed. 1875 Blake Zool. 162 
The evidences of this most singular dicynodontian family 
of reptiles have hitherto been found only in South Africa* 
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Bid, past tense of Do z\, q.v. 

[| Didache (di-dak/). English form of Gr. 5t- 
Saxiy teaching, first word of the title A ibayyi rthv 
uTtocfToXcav Teaching of the twelve apostles, 
the name of a Christian treatise of the beginning of 
the second century. Hence Bi-dacMst, Bidaclio*- 
gxaplier, the writer or compiler of the Didache . 

1885 Schaff in Jrnl. Soc. SibL Lit. June & Dec. 3 The 
great interest and significance of the Didache consists in 
filling the gap between the Apostolic age and the Church of 
the second century. Ibid. 6 The Didachogvapher seems also 
to have some slight acquaintance with Luke and Acts and 
some epistles of Paul. 1888 Dublin Rev.) an. 141 This would 
give about a.d. 120, as the latest date at which the Didache 
could have been published. 1891 F. H. Chase Lords Prayer 
in Early Church , Against this correction either of the text of 
the Didachd or of the Didachist’s report of his original. 
Bi&actic (dldse-ktik), a. and sb. [mod. ad. Gr. 
btbauruc-os apt at teaching, f. 5 idaa/cuv to teach. 
Cf. F. didaciique (1554 in Hatz.-Darm.)] 

A. , adj. Having the character or manner of a 
teacher or instructor ; characterized by giving in- 
struction ; having the giving of instruction as its 
aim or object; instructive, preceptive. 

1658 R. Franck North. Mein. (1821) 54 Must I be didac- 
tick to initiate this art? 1661 Worthington To Hartlib 
xvi. (T.), Finding in himself a great promptness in such 
didactic work, 1756 J. Warton Ess. Pope (1782) I. iii. iox 
A poem of that species, for which our author’s genius was 
particularly turned, the didactic and the moral. *824 Dibdin 
Libr. Comp. 682 The dullest of all possible didactic and 
moral poetry. 1830 Mackintosh Eth. Philos. Wks. 1846 
I. 59 A permanent foundation of his [Hobbes’] fame remains 
in his admirable style, which seems to be the very perfec- 
tion of didactic language. 1878 Bosw. Smith Carthage 130 
Polybius . .is too didactic — seldom adorning a tale but always 
ready to point a moral. 1878 R. W. Dale Led. Preach. 
viii. (ed. 2) 226. I do not mean that sermons addressed to 
Christian people should be simply didactic. 

absol. 1754 A. Murphy Gray' s-lnn Jrnl. No. 90 T* 6 Both 
[Eloquence and Poetry] .. have occasionally strengthened 
themselves with Insertions of the Didactic. 

B. sb. +1, A didactic author or treatise. Obs. 

1644 Milton Educ. Wks. (1847) 98/2 To search what many 

modern Januas and Didactics . . have projected, my inclina- 
tion leads me not. 1835 Southey Doctor III. 162 Acknow- 
ledged in the oldest didactics upon this subject. 

2. pi. Didactics [see -ics] : The science or art 
of teaching. 

1846 Worcester cites Biblical Repos. 1856 Mrs. Brown- 
ing Aur. Leigh 1. Poems 1890 VI. 38^ Didactics, driven 
Against the heels of what the master said. x86o Emerson 
Cond. Life, Consid. Wks. (Bohn) II. 412 Life is rather 
a subject of wonder, than of didactics. i88x J. G. Fitch 
Led. Teach, ii. 36 The art of teaching, or Didactics as we 
may for convenience call it, falls under two heads. 

Bi&axtical, Ct. rare. [f. as prec. + -AL.] Of 
instructive nature or tendency ; = Didactic. 

1604 R. Cawdrey Table A Iph ,, Didactical 1 , full of doctrine 
or instruction. 1649 Roberts ClavisBibl . 382 Amongst the 
Didacticall or Doctrinall Books. 1711 J. Greenwood Eng. 
Gram. 255 Never any man labour’d more at the didactical 
Art, or the Art of teaching than he did. 

Hence Didactica'lity, didactic quality. 

1827 Carlyle Misc, 11872) I. 230 For a like reason of di- 
dacticality . . Wieland could affect me nothing. 

Didactically (didae-ktikali), adv. [f. Didac- 
tical + -ly -.] In a didactic manner ; in the form 
or with the purpose of giving instruction. 

<21626 Bp. Andrewes Ansrv. Cdl. Perron 50 (L.) Books of 
the Fathers, written dogmatically or didactically. 1822-56 
De Quincey Confess (1862) 226 , 1 will give it not didactically 
but wrapped up. 2868 Gladstone Juv. Mundixi. (18701 436 
He might have done this didactically, or by way of narrative. 

Bidactician (didsektijan). [f. Didactic + 
-IAN : cf .tactician, etc.] One who follows a di- 
dactic method, a didactic writer ; one who writes 
with the aim of instructing. 

1875 Stedman Victorian Poets f 188 7V too He [M. Arnold] 
thus becomes a better prose-writer than a mere didactician 
ever could be. 

Bidacticism (didse-ktisiz’m). [f. Didactic 
a. +-ism.] The practice or quality of being di- 
dactic or aiming at the conveyance of instruction. 

1841 Carlyle in Froude Life in Loud. (1884) I. viii. 223 
Harriet Martineau full of didacticism, a 1849 Poe Long- 
fellow Wks. 1864 III. 365 Didacticism is the prevalent tone 
of his song. 1888 Spectator 28 July 1036/1 The hardly 
veiled didacticism of novels like those of Miss Edgeworth. 

Bidacticity (didsektrsiti). rare — 1 , [f. Di- 
dactic a. + -ity.] Didactic quality. 

1827-48 Hare Guesses Ser. 11. (1874) 362 The German pro- 
fessors, of whose uninterrupted didacticity their literature 
bears too many marks. 

Bidactive (didse-ktiv), a. [irreg. f. Gr. St- 
da/cr-os taught, or that can be taught + -ive : after 
Words from L. like act- ive.] —Didactic. 

xyi j Shaftesb. Ckarac. (1737) I. 258 The way of form and 
method, the didactive or preceptive manner. 1768 Misc. in 
Aim. Reg. 168/2 Either drilydidactive. .or trifiingly volatile. 
1821 Blackw. Mag, X. 330 So enchanted was the didactive 
muse with the verses. 1821 Lamb Elia Ser. 1. Old <$• Nev) 
Schm.yJAt is under the restraint of a formal or didactive 
I hypocrisy in company, as a clergyman is under a moral one. 

Bidactyl, -yle (dsidse'ktil), a. Zool . [f. Di- 2 
+ Gr. $aKTvk-o$ finger : cf. Gr. 8 i$b/crv\-os of two 
fingers.] Having two fingers, toes, or claws. 

1819 G. Samouelle Entomol. Compend. 157 Didactyl e 
; claws. 182S Kirby & Sp. Entomol. (i828) III. xxxv. 676 The 
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generality of insects have a didactyle or tridactyle hand or 
foot. 1853 Dana Crust. 1. 600 This last pair [of legs] being: 
didactyle. 1854 Owen in Circ. Sc. (c 1865) II. 74/2 The 
toes in the didactyle ostrich have respectively four and five 
phalanges. 1886 A. Winchell Walks in Geol. Field 256 
The bovine foot . . its didactyl structure. 

Didactylous (doidse'ktilos), a. Zool. [f. as 
prec. + - 0 US .3 — prec. 

1828 in Webster. *870 Rolleston Anbn. LifelntroA. 51 
The foot is reduced to the didactylous condition. 1875 
Blake Zool. 297 The palps are large, terminated by a di- 
dactylous hancf, or chela. 

BidaKl, obs. ff. Didle. 

Didapper (dai-dsepai). Forms : 5 dydoppar, 
6-7 dydopper, 7 didopper, dydapper, dy-dap- 
per, 6-9 diedapper, 6- didapper. [A reduced 
form of Dive-dappek, in same sense.] 

1. A small diving water-fowl ; «= Dabchick. 
c 1440 Promp. Parv. 121/1 Dydoppar, watyr byrde. 1565- 
73 Cooper Thesaurus, Collimbris, the birde called a Douker, 
or Didapper. 1591 Percivall Sp. Diet ., Somorgujo, duck- 
ing, diuing, a diedapper. 1591 Sylvester Du Bartas i. v. 

J 75 The nimble Teal, the Mallard strong in flight, The 
)i-dapper, the Plover and the Snight. 1621 Burton Anat. 
Mel. 1. ii. 11. i. (1651) 67 All fenny Fowl, .as Ducks. .Didap- 
pers, Waterhens. 1699 R. L’Estrange Colioq. Erasm. U711) 
11 One while up, and another while down, like a Dklapper. 
1837 Wheelwright tr. Aristophanes II. 142 Daws, chickens, 
coots, wrens, ducks and didappers. 1885 Swainson /V cw. 
Names Birds 216 From its diving propensities this bird 
[little grebe] is called Diver (Renfrew) ; Diedapper (Dorset, 
Hants, Norfolk'; Divedapper, or Divedop (Lincolnshire); 
Divy duck (Norfolk) ; Dive an' dop (Norfolk). 

2. Applied ludicrously to a person. 

1589 Pappe w. Hatchet 3 Such dydoppers must be taken 
vp, els theile not stick to check the king, 1612 R. Carpen- 
ter Soizles Sent. 20 Thou art a Didapper peering vp and 
downe in a moment. 1737 Pope, etc. Art Sinking 83 The 
didappers are authers, that keep themselves long out of sight, 
under water, and come up now and then, where you least 
expected them. 1851 Colton Lacon I. 163 Wilkes was one 
of those didappers, whom, if you had stripped naked, and 
thrown over Westminster bridge, you might have met on. 
the very next day, with . . a laced coat upon his back, and 
money in his pocket. 

Bi&ascalic (didseskfedik), a. [ad. L. didas - 
calic-us, a. Gr. 8 ila<MaXiK 6 $ fit for teaching, in- 
structive, f. Sidad/caKos teacher, f. Sidacrueiv to teach.] 
Of the nature of a teacher or of instruction ; didac- 
tic ; pertaining to a teacher. Hence DidascaTics 
sb. pi . : = Didactics. 

1609 R. Barnf.rd Faithf Sheph. 42 This of some is called 
the Didascalike or Doctrinall part of a Sermon. 1638 A. Sym- 
son in Spurgeon Treas. Dav. Ps. xxxii. II. 94 This is a Didas- 
calic Psalm, wherein David teacheth sinners to repent by his 
doctrine. 1718 Prior Solomon Pref., Under what species it 
may be comprehended, whether didascalic or heroic, I leave 
to the judgment of the critics. 1813 T. Busby {title), 
Lucretius' Nature of Things, a Didascalic Poem. 1833 
Lytton England <5* Eng. iv. iv, They have no toler ation 
for the didascalic affectations in which academicians delight. 
1866 Elgin <5* Cathedral Guide 1. no The didascalic power 
of the drama. 

So Dida'scalar a., of or pertaining to a teacher, 
didactic : nonce-wd. 

a 1846 Worcester cites Bulwer for Didascalar. a 1873 
Lytton Ken. Chillingly ix, Give off chaffing. . said Bob, 
lowering the didascular intonations of his voice. 

Bida’SCaly. Gr. Antiq. [mod. ad. Gr. St5a- 
c r/caXia instruction, teaching ; in pi. as in quot. 
So mod.F. didascalie.] In pi. The Catalogues of 
the ancient Greek Dramas, with their writers, dates, 
etc., such as were compiled by Aristotle and others. 

1831 T. L. Peacock Crotchet Castle vi. 11887) 79 Did not 
they give to melopoeia, choregraphy, and the sundry forms 
of diaascalies {printed -ics], the precedence of all other 
matters, civil and military? 1E49 Grote Greece n. hcvii. 
(1862V VL 26 The first, second and third [tetralogies] are 
specified in the Didaskalies or Theatrical Records. 

Bidder (.di-duj), V. Now only dial. Forms: 
4 diddir, 5 didir, dyder, dedir, -ur, 6 dydder, 
7- didder. See also Dither. [Found in the 
14th c. related to D adder and Dodder ; the form 
in all being frequentative as in totter, flutter, etc. 

It is not certain whether they belong to an ablaut stem 
did, dad, dod {dud), or whether they are entirely onomato- 
poeic, didder e.g. being a natural imitation of tremulous 
motion, and dodder, dudder x dodder, variations expressing 
clumsier or heavier forms of it. Didder is chiefly northern J 
Dither, which appears later, is also midi, and southern, the 
ther arising out of -der as in father, mother, hither » etc.] 
intr . To tremble, quake, shake, shiver. 
c 1375 Sc. Leg. Saints, Johannes 264 Cald [fr/gus] . . pat 
makis wrechis ful chel to diddir. c 1420 Avow. A rth. xxv, 
Dyntus gerut him to dedur. C1440 York Myst. xxviii, 2 
My flesshe dyderis & daris for doute of my dede. c 1460 
Towneley Myst. (Surtees) 28, I dase and I dedir For ferd 
of that taylle. c 1550 Hye Way to Spyttil Hous n8in Hazl. 
E. P. P. IV. 28 Boyes, gyrles, and luskysh strong knaues, 
Dydderyng and dadderyng, leaning on their staues. a 1653 
Urquhart Rabelais m. xx. 167 Diddering and shivering his 
Chaps, as Apes use to do. 1783 Ainsworth Lot. Diet. 
(Morell) 1, To didder (shiver with cold 1 , algeo. 1790 Mrs. 
Wheeler Westmld. Dial. (1821) 34, I quite didderd for 
fear. 1869 Lonsdale Gloss., Didder , to shiver, to tremble. 
Hence Diddering vbl. sb. and ppl. a. 
c 1440 Promp. Parv. 121/1 Dyderynge for colde, frigitus. 
1687 A. Lovell tr. Bergerac's Com. Hist. i. 18 By his ex- 
traordinary chattering and diddering, one half of his Teeth 
dropt out. 1785 Hutton Bran New Work (E. D. S.) 347 
Her knocking knees, and diddering teeth melted my heart. 
1869 Lonsdale Gloss., Didderin' -girse, quaking grass. 
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Diddest, rare f. didst , 2nd sing, pa. t. of Do v. 

; Diddle (drd’l), v. 1 colloq. or dial. [app. a 
parallel form to Didder, the formative suffixes -le 
and -ER being somewhat akin in their force, though 
the former is more strictly diminutival. Cf. Daddle, 
Daidle ; there are evident analogies both of form 
and sense between didder , dadder , diddle, daddle . ] 
fl. intr. To walk unsteadily, as a child; to 
toddle ; Daddle. Obs. 

1632 Quarles Div. Fancies 1. iv. (1660) 3 And when his 
forward strength began to bloom, To see him diddle up and 
down the Room ! 

2 . intr . To move from side to side by jerks; to 
shake, quiver. 

1786 Burns Ep, to Major Logan iii, Hale he your heart, 
hale be your fiddle ; Lang may your elbuck jink and diddle. 
a 18x0 Tannahill 4 Poems (1846) 60 You . . wi’ your clarion, 
flute, an’ fiddle, Will gar their southern heart-strings diddle. 
1835 D. Webster in Harp Ren frewsh. Ser. n. (1873) 154 
Wi fiddling and diddling and dancing The house was in 
perfect uproar. 

3 . trans. To jerk from side to side. 

1893 Stevenson Catriona 173 A fiddler diddling his elbock 
at the chimney side. 

Bi'ddle, vi l [app. onomatopoeic, representing 
the effect of singing, without uttering connected 
words. Dialectally deedle and doodle are used 
in a similar sense.] trans . To sing without 
distinct utterance of words. 

1706 E. Ward Hud. Rediv. I. vi. 3 So all sung different 
Tunes and Graces, Such as they us’d to lull and diddle To 
froward Infants in the Cradle. 

Diddle (di*d’l), colloq. [A recent word, of 
obscure origin. 

It is possible that sense x was transferred from Diddle v.\ 
and was the source of the name Diddler, and that sense 2 
was a back-formation from that word. Sense 2 might how- 
ever, as far as form and meaning go, be related to OE. 
didrian , dydrian to deceive, delude (cf, what is said of the 
suffixes -er and - le , under Diddle z\') ; but there is an in- 
terval of eight or nine centuries between the known occur- 
rences of the words. It is worthy of note also that doodle 
occurs in the sense ‘ to befool and that doodle sb. * simple- 
ton, noodle ’ goes back to c 1600.] 

1 . * To waste time in the merest trifling* (Forby 
a 1825). Hence To diddle away: to trifle away 
(time), to waste in a trifling manner. 

1826 Scott Jml. (1890) I. 250 A day diddled away, and 
nothing to show for it ! 1829 Ibid. 17 Feb., I was at the 
Court, where there was little to do, but it diddled away 
my time till two. 

2 . trans. a. To cheat or swindle ; to victimize ; 
to * do \ b. To do for, undo, min ; to kill. 

1806 Surr Winter in Lond. II. 127 That flashy captain . . 
may lay all London under contribution, .but he can’t diddle 
me. 1809 European Mag. LX. 19 We shall soon find our- 
selves completely diddled and undone. 18x0 W. B. Rhodes 
Bomb. Fur. iv. (1822) 22 O Fusbos, Fusbos, I am diddled 
quite [He dies}. 1817 Lady Granville Letters (1894) I. 
xxi He. .exclaimed, ‘Then you are diddled ! * Think of the 
effect of this slang upon incroyable ears ! 1823 Byron Juan 
xi. xvii, Poor Tom was . , Full flash, all fancy, until fairly 
diddled. 1829 Marryat F. Mildmay xvii, I suppose we 
diddled at least a hundred men. 1859 Sala Tw. round 
Clock (1861) 145 The labourer . . invariably finds himself at 
the end of the week victimised, or ? to use a more expressive, 
though not so genteel a terra, diddled, to a heart-rending 
extent, 1879 Public Opinion 12 July 42 He may diddle his 
tradesmen. 

b. To diddle out of ; to do out of, swindle out of. 
1829 Scott Jml. 27 Mar., I am diddled out of a day all 
the same. 1833 Lamb Lett. (1888) 1 1 . 285 What a cheap book 
is the last Hogarth you sent me 1 I am pleased now that 
Hunt diddled, me out of the old one. 1886 A. Griffiths 
Pauper Peer i, You were robbed, euchred, diddled out of 
fifty thousand pounds. 

Hence Di*ddling vbl. sb. and ppl. a. 

42x849 Poe Diddling Wks. 1864 IV, 268 Diddling, rightly 
considered, is a compound, of which the ingredients are 
minuteness, interest, perseverance, ingenuity, audacity, non- 
chalance, originality, impertinence and grin. . 1894 Westm. 
Gaz. 10 May 2/3 No Interference with the Diddling of the 
Public. 

Drddle, sb. slang and vulgar. [Three different 
words : cf. prec. vbs.] 

1 . The sound of the fiddle ; cf. next. 

x8o6 J. Train Poet. Reveries f Jam.), In their ears it is a 
diddle Like the sounding of a fiddle. 

2 . A swindle, a deception. 

x88§ Punch 5 Sept, 220 (Farmer) And something whispered 
me— in diction chaste— It’s all a diddle 1 

3 . A slang name for gin, and in U.S. for liquor 
generally. Hence diddle-cove {slang), a keeper 
of a gin or spirit shop. 

c 1700 Street Robberies Consider'd, Diddle , Geneva. 1725 
New Cant Did., Diddle , the Cant Word for Geneva. 1858 
Mayhew Paved with Gold in. i. 252 (Farmer) And there’s 
a first-rate ‘ diddle-cove ’ keeps a gin-shop there. 

Diddle- in comb. [Connected with Diddle 
v. 1 , z/. 3 ] Diddle -daddle, ‘ stuff and nonsense’, 
* fiddle-faddle ’ : cf. tittle-tattle. Diddle-dee, a 
name for the shrub Empetrum rubrum in the 
Falkland Islands. Diddle-diddle, used to denote 
the sound of a fiddle, or the action of playing it. 
Diddledum (in 6 -dome), used contemptuously 
for, or in reference to, something trifling. 

1523 Skelton Garl. Laurel 741 What blunderar is yonder, 
that playth didil diddil He fyndith fals mesuris out of his 
fonde fiddill. 1599 Breton Dreame Strange Effects 17 


When thou findest a foolefor thy diet, feedehim with a Dish 
of Diddledomes, for I have done with thee, {title of 

song), ‘Diddle-diddle, or the kind country lovers. 1 1778 
Mad. D’Arblay Diary Sept,, Mrs. T hr ale. Come, let us 
have, done now with all this diddle-daddle. 2797 Canning, 
etc. in Anti- jacobin No. 5. 19 Reason, philosophy, ‘fiddle- 
dum diddledum *. x8 . . Nursery Rime^. Hey ! diddle diddle ! 
The cat and the fiddle. 2847 Sir J. C . Ross Voy. S. Seas II. 
249 A roaring fire of ‘diddle-dee 1 ready to cook our supper. 
7893 T imes 27 May 14/1 The open country [Falkland Islands] 
is clothed with short scrub called diddle-dee ( Empetrum 
rubrum). 

Biddler (di*dbi). [Of obscure origin. 

Found first in the name of ‘ Jeremy Diddler', the chief 
character in Kenney’s farce, ‘Raising the Wind', brought 
out in 1803. The name was of course intended to be con- 
temptuous and ludicrous, and it seems probable that it was 
formed on Diddle vP sense 1, or on the first element of the 
earlier diddle-daddle , diddle-dum (see Diddle-) ; it is also 
probable that Jeremy Diddl.er’s characteristic methods of 
‘raising the wind 1 , by continually borrowing small sums 
which he does not payback, and otherwise sponging upon 
people, gave rise to the current, sense of the verb (Diddle 
vP sense 2', of which ‘diddler’ is now naturally viewed as 
the agent-noun.] 

A mean swindler or cheat ; one who diddles people 
out of what belongs to them. 

1803 J. Kenney Raising Wind . 1. i, in Inchbald’s Coll. 
Farces (1815) 1. 1x3 Oh, it's Mr. Diddler trying to joke him- 
self into credit at the bar. Ibid. 1x4. I wasn’t born two 
hundred miles north of Lunnun, to be done by Mr. Diddler, 
I know.. Ibid. xi6 [Diddler loquitur} This it is to carry on 
trade without a capital. Once I paid my way . . but thou 
art now, Jerry Diddler, little better than a vagabond, a 1849 
Poe Diddling Wks. 1864 IV. 268 Your diddler is guided.by 
self-interest. 1863 Holland Lett. Joneses iii. 48, I think 
you are a diddler and a make-believe. 

Bide, obs, f. Deed, died (see Die vl), did (see 
Do vl). 

t Bi-decalie*dral, a. Crystal. Obs. [f. F. 
didecabdre (Haiiy) + -al : see Di- preff 1.] 
Having the form of a ten-sided prism with five- 
sided bases, making twenty faces in all. 

1803-17 R. Jameson Char. Min. (ed. 3) 204 Di-decahedral 
felspar. 

Bidelphian (daide*lfian\ a. Zool. [f. mod.L. 
Didelphia (F. Didelphes, Cuvier 1795), f. Gr. Si-, 
Di~ 2 twice + bektpvs womb : see -an.] Belonging 
to the subclass Didelphia of the class Mammalia, 
characterized by a double uterus and vagina, and 
comprising the single order of Marsupials. So 
DideTpMc, DideTphixie, Didelphous adjs., in 
same sense; Didelph, Didelphid, an animal of 
the subclass Didelphia , or of the family Didelphidae 
(opossums) ; Didelphoid a., double, as the uterus 
in the Didelphia. 

1847 Ansted^^. World lx. 197 Insectivorous didelphine 
animals like the opossum. 1847 Craig, Didelphoid. [1851 
Richardson Geol. viii. 314 The didelphia have special 
hones, called Marsupial, for supporting the pouch.] 1872 
Mivart Elem. Anat. 17 Didelphous mammals. 

Didimist : see Didymist. 

Didine (dardsin), a. Zool. [f. mod.L. didus 
the dodo + -ine.] Belonging to the family Dididx 
of birds, akin to the dodo. 

1885 C. F. Holder Marvels Anim. Life 158 On the island 
of Rodriguez lived a didine bird, the Pezophaps solitarius 
of Leguat. 

Di-diurnal, a . [f. Di - 2 twice + Diurnal.] 
Occurring twice a day. 

1854 Woodward Mollusca (1856) 32 Some water-breathers 
require only . . a di-diurnal visit from the tide. 

Bidie (dard’l), sb. local. Also 5-8 didal(l, 9 
dydle. [Derivation unascertained; see the vb.] 
A sharp triangular spade, used for clearing out 
ditches and water-courses ; also a metal scoop or 
dredge fixed to the end of a long pole, used for 
a similar purpose. Hence Didle-man, a didler. 

1490 Ckamberl. Acc. in Kirkpatrick Relig. Orders Nor- 
wich (1845) 316 Paid to the didalmen and other labourers, for 
carrying the muck out of the said ditch [of Norwich Castle]. 
1573 Tusser Hush. (1878) 38 A didall and crome for drain- 
ing of ditches. 2688 R. Holme A rmoury nr. 244/1 A Didall 
and Crome to drain Ditches. 17x0 Hilman Tusser Redi- 
vivus, Didal, a triangular spade, as sharp as a knife, ex- 
cellent to bank ditches, where the earth is light and pestered 
with a sedgy weed. 2787 in Grose Provinc. Gloss. 1883 
G. C. Davies Norfolk Broads xx. (1884) 148 We have ice 
* dydles *. They are large nets made of wire, at the end of 
a pole, with which we can scoop the broken pieces of 
ice up. 

Bldle (dard’l), v. local. Also dydle. [Gf. prec. 

A suggestion is that didle is worn down from dike-delve .] 
a. trans. To clean out the bed of (a river or 
ditch), b. intr. To work with a didle or didling 
scoop. Hence Bi dling vbl. sb., Di’dler. 

2803 W. Taylor in Rohberds Mem. I. 471 The older the- 
ology of the reformers is so gone by. . that I should despair 
of the patience to didle in their mud for pearl-muscles. 
a 1823 Forby Foe. E. Anglia, Didle, to clean the bottom 
of a river. 1835 Municip. Corp. 1st Rept. App. iv. 2465 The 
Surveyor of Didlers [of Norwich] superintends the persons 
employed in cleansing the river. 2842 Ann. Reg. 195 
Messrs. Culley and Cossey lately built a didling boat. X863 
Morton Cycl. Agric. Gloss., Didle (Norf., Suff.), to clean 
the bottom of a river with a didling scoop. 1865 W. White 
East. Eng, I. 81, I.. saw only a man who appeared to be 
hoeing the river bottom. He. .was the dydler. 1883 G. C. 
Davies Norfolk Broads xv. (1884) 112 The dykes are kept 
clear, and the channel of the river deepened, by 4 dydling ’. 


.. At the end of a long pole is a metal scoop, in the shape 
of a ring, with a network . . attached. This is plunged into 
the river, and scraped along the bottom to the side, where it 
is lifted out and the semi-liquid mud poured on to the rond. 
Ibid, xvii, 124 The reach had been dydled out. 

+ Dido 1 , Obs. [Skeat suggests ‘ a tale of Dido 
an old story.] ? An old story, a thrice-told tale. 

1377 Langl. P. PI. B. xm. 272 ‘ It is but a dido 1 , quod 

Jus doctour, 4 a dysoures tale ’. [ 0 . has the v.rr. a dydo, a 

dico, a dede, abido.] 

Bido 2 (dsi dti). U.S. slang. [Origin uncertain.] 
A prank, a caper ; a disturbance, ‘ row ‘ shindy ’ ; 
esp. in phr. to cut (up) didoes. 

1843-4 Haliburton Sam Slick in Eng. (Bartlett"!, 
Them Italian singers recitin’ their jabber ... and cuttin' 
didoes at a private concert. 1831 New York Tribune 
xo Apr. (Farmer Amer.\ We should have had just the same 
didoes cut up by the chivalry. 1869 Mrs. Stowe Oldtcmn 
Folks xo6 They will be a consultin' together, and cuttin’ up 
didos. 2893 Q. [Couch] Delectable Duchy 27 x What a dido 
he do kick up, to be sure. 

t Bi-do:decahe'dral, a. Crystal Obs. [f.F. 
didodlcabdre (Haiiy) -f- -al : see Di- preff 1.] 
Having the form of a twelve-sided prism, with 
six planes in each base, or twenty-four faces in all. 

2803-17 R. Jameson Char. Min. (ed, 3/ 204 Di-dodecahe- 
dral asparagus-stone . . is a six-sided prism, truncated on 
the lateral edges, and acuminated on the extremities with 
six planes. 

Bidonia (daid^amia). Math. [From the story 
of Dido, who bargained for as much land as could 
be covered with a hide, and cut the hide into a 
long narrow strip so as to inclose a large space.] 
(See qiiot.) Hence Didonian a. 

1873 Tait Quaternions (ed. 2) 191 If we give the name of 
‘Didonia* to the curve, . which, on a given surface and with 
a given perimeter, contains the greatest area, then for such 
a Didoman curve [etc. ]. 

Didopper, obs. form of Didapper, dabchick. 
Bi&raclnk (dardraem). Also 6 didragme, 
di dr amine, 6-7 didrachme, didram. [ad. L. 
didrachma or didrachmon , Gr, StSpaxpov a double 
drachma ; f. Si-, Di- 2 + Spaxpd] Deachma. Cf. 
mod.F. didrachme .] An ancient Greek silver coin, 
of the value of two drachmae : see Drachma. 

1548 IJdall, etc., Erasm. Par. Matt. xvii. 24 Doth your 
master (quoth they' pay a Didram for trybute? 1382 N. T. 
(Rhem.) Matt. xvii. 24 Your maister doth he not pay the 
didrachmes? 1649 Jer. Taylor Gt. Excmp. 111. xiy, 45 
A Side or didrachme the fourth part of an ounce of Silver. 
1636 Blount Glossogr., Didram . . an ancient coyn . . of our 
money, it values 15^. 1807 Robinson ArchaeoL Grazca v. 

xxvi. 550, 2 drachmae or didrachm =~ xs. 3 hd. 1879 H. Phillips 
Notes Coins 8 A didrachm of Velia in Lucania presents on 
the reverse a lion destroying a stag. 

Bidraclimal (daidrae*kmal), a. [f. prec.+-AL.] 
Of the weight of two drachmae: applied to the 
stater, a gold coin. 

1771 Raper in Phil. Trans. LXI. 466 The didrachmal 
gold of Philip and Alexander is about 4 grains heavier than 
our guinea. 

Didst, 2nd sing. pa. t. of Do v. 

+ Bidu ce, V. Obs. [ad. L. diducZre to pull 
asunder or apart, pull in two, f. Dl- 1 , Dis- + 
diicere to lead, draw. Used in 16-1 7th c., and some- 
times confused in form with Deduce.] 

1 . trans. To pull or draw away or apart. 

1378 Banister Hist. Man 1. 26 By this y a arme is dis- 
taunt, and deduced from the ribbes. 1630 Bulwer Anthro- 
pomet. xx8 It is moved and diduced outward and foreward. 
a 1696 Scarburgh Euclid (2703) 8 The extreams of any 
crooked line may . . be further and further diduced, till the 
crooked line be stretched to a strait line. 

2 . To dilate, expand, enlarge. 

2605 Bacon Adv. Learn. 11. xxv. § xx. 124 The exposition 
is diduced into large comentaries. 1657 Tomlinson Return's 
Disp. 307 Its seed brayed and drunk in passum . . dlduces 
its passages. 

Biduce, -ment, obs. (erron.) ff. Deduce, -stent. 
t Bid'll' Ct, v. Obs. [f. L. diduct- ppl. stem of 
diducere : see prec.] =Diduce i. 

1676 Grew Anat. Leaves 1. iv. {1682) 155 The lesser 
Threds, being so far diducted, as sometimes to stand at 
Right-Angles with the greater. 

+ Bidu ction. Obs. [ad. L. diductidn-em, n. 
of action f. diducere : see Deduce and -tion.] 

1 . Drawing or pulling apart, separation. 

a 1640 Jackson Creed xi. v. By whose diduction or rent 
a place was opened for this future edifice to be erected in 
Him. 1649 Bulwer Pathomyot. 11. ii. 107 This Diduction of 
the Lips. x66x Boyle Spring of Air iii. iv. (1682) 70 The 
strings . . must draw as forcibly as those within the bladder 
so as to hinder the diduction of the sides. 

2 . Dilatation, expansion. 

1634 Jackson Creed vn. xxv, By a gentle diduction or 
dilatation, of that sense which was included in the Apostles* 
Creed, 1664 H. More Myst. Iniq. 214 The 1260 days being 
but the Deduction of those larger measures of three times 
and a half or of forty two months in more numerous 
'parts. ■" 

Diductively, obs. (erron.) f. Deductively, 
Bidymate (drdim/t), a. Zool. and Bot. [f. 
mod.L. didym-tts, a. Gr. Sihvp-os twin + -ate.] 
Paired, twinned; = Didymous. So Drdymated a. 

2843 Humphreys Brit. Moths I. 70 Near the apex is a 
faint didymated brown spot. 1876 Harley Mat. Med. 
(ed. 6 ) 365 The stems are sometimes 1 inch in length, and 
the spherical heads & inch in diameter and didymate. 


BIBYMIS, 


DIE. 


II Bi*dymis. Anat. Obs. PL *es. [f. Gr. Si- 
dvfxot testicles, orig. ‘ twins ’.] - Epididymis. 

[C1400 Lanfranc's Cirurg . 169 J?oru3 J>is dindimi goi|> 
artenjs and veynes to >e ballokis.] 1543 Tkaheron Vigo’s 
Chirurg. xo The didymes ben thin skyrmes, which compasse 
the stones, and holde them hangyng. 3547 Boorde Brev. 
Health cccxxii. 104 Of this Siphac the two dydymes be 
ingendred the which doth discend to the Stones. 3883 Syd. 
Sac, Lex., Didymis, a synonym of Epiaidymis. 

f Bi*dymist. Oh. In 7 Didimist. [f .Didyn> 
ns, Gr. AiSv/xos twin , surname oftheapostle Thomas, 
+ -ist: cf. John xx. 24-27.] A doubter, sceptic. 
1607 R. C. tr. Esiimne's World of Wonders Ep. Bed., 
Those Didymists, who will beleeue nothing except their 
senses say Amen. 1631 R. H. A rraignm. Whole Creature 
x. § 3. 87 If any bee a doubtfull Didimist in this poinct, 
or a dispixtefuU Scepticke. Ibid . xii. § 4. 134 Didimists, 
Sceptecks, or Athists. 

Didymite L (drdraiait). =prec. 

1822 Black™. Mag. XI. 465 His Lordship is a Dydimite 
in politics and religion .. he must put forth his finger to 
touch, ere he be convinced. 

Brdymite 2 . Min. Also erron. didrimite, 
[Named 184$ from Gr. S iSvjx-os twin, being thought 
to be one of two minerals containing calcium car- 
bonate in combination with silica.] A micaceous 
schist found in the Tyrol, nearly allied to Mus- 
covite. 

1863-72 Watts Diet, Client. II. 321 Didrimite or Didy- 
mite. 1868 Dana Min. 311. 

Bidymium (didi*mi#m). Client, [mod. f. Gr. 
dibvjx-os twin, with ending -ium used with new 
metals. The name referred to its close associa- 
tion (‘ twin-brotherhood ’) with lanthanium pre- 
viously discovered, both metals being found asso- 
ciated with cerium.] A rare metal, discovered by 
Mosander in 1841 ; found only in association with 
cerium and lanthanium. Symbol Di. 

1842 Chemical Gaz, I. 4 Mosander, the discoverer of jan- 
thanium, has found that these metals are always mixed 
with a third new element (didymium), from which at present 
it is impossible to separate them. 1867 W. A. Miller 
Elem. Chem. 1. (ed. 4) r66 Small quantities of didymium in 
solutions of lanthanium and cerium. 1892 Daily News 
11 Feb 3 (6 A method of separating cerium from didymium. 

, Didymous (dfdimos), a. Bot. and Z00L [f. 
mod.L. didym-us, a. Gr. Ul vy-os twin + -ous. In 
mod.F. didyme.'] Growing in pairs, paired, twin. 

1794 Martyn Rousseau's Bot. xxxi. 483 The outer ones 
[nectaries] being. . didymous or twinned. 1870 Hooker Stud. 
Flora 171 Araliaceae . . anthers didymous. 

II Didynamia, (didin£i*mia) Bot. [mod.L. 
(Linnaeus, 1735) f. Gr. Di- 2 twice, two + 8 v- 
vayus power, strength ; fancifully referring to the 
superior length of two of the stamens.] The four- 
teenth class in the Linnaean Sexual System of plants, 
containing those with four stamens in pairs of un- 
equal length, and comprehending the Natural 
Orders Labiatse ; Scrophulariacem, and other smaller 
groups. 

Hence DLdyaam, a plant of this class ; Bidy- 
la mian a., Di&yxm’mic a., of or pertaining to 
the class Didynamia ; didynamous. 

1753 Chambers Cycl. Supp. s.v., Didynamia. .of this class 
of plants are thyme, lavender, basil, etc. 1794 Martyn 
Rousseau’s Bot. ix. 91 The fourteenth class, didynamia, 
signifying that two of the stamens are stronger than the 
others. 1828 Webster, Didynam . . Didynamian. 1882 
Ogilvie, Didynamic. 

Didynamous (dsidrnamss, did-), a. Bot. [f. 
as prec. + -ous.] Of stamens : Arranged in two 
pairs of unequal length. Also of a flower or 
plant: Having four stamens thus arranged; be- 
longing to the Linnsean class Didynamia. 

1794 Martyn Rousseau’s Bot. xxii. 314 The corolla , . per- 
sonate with four didynamous stamens. 1830 Lindley Nat. 
Syst. Bot. 202 Globularineae, stamens 4 . . somewhat didy« 
namous. 1857 Hbnfrey Bot. 355 Orobanekacese . . Flowers 
monopetalous, didynamous. Ibid. 357 A general resem- 
blance exists between the, .other didynamous monopetalous 
Orders. 

Bidynamy (doidi-nami, did-). Bot. [f. prec. 
+ -Y : cf . autonomous, autonomy 1 \ Didynamous 
condition or structure. 

1830 Lindley Nat. Syst. Bot. 234 The didynamy of Acan* 
thaceas is frequently different from that of Scrophularineae 
in the posterior pair of stamens being the longest. 

Di© (dai), sb.l PL dice (dais), dies (daiz). 
Forms : 4-5 dee, 6-8 dye, dy, 6- die. Blur. 
4 des, 4-5 dees, deys, dys, 4-6 dyse, dyce, 5-6 
dis(e, (dysse, 6 dyyss), 5- dice ; also 5-6 dyes, 
5- dies. Also Sing. 4-5 dyse, 5-6 dyce, 5-7 
dice ; Blur. 4-5 dyces, 5 disea, dices, dycys. 
[Early ME. de, dee, pi. des , dees , a. OF. de (nom. 
sing, and obi. pi. 1 2-1 4th c. dez), mod.F . di, pi. 
dis-Vr. dat, daiz , Cat. dan, Sp., It. dado ; in form 
L. datum, subst. use of datus, urn * given pa. 
pple. of dare to give. It is inferred that, in late 
pop. L., datum was taken in the sense * that which 
is given or decreed (sc. by Jot or fortune) \ and was 
so applied to the dice by which this was determined. 
Latinized mediaeval forms from It. and Fr. were 
dadus, deems, ' 
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In late OF. the form dey occurs in 14th c» ; and dez was 
sometimes used in sing, down to 17th c. : cf. the 44-1 7 th c, 
Eng. use of dice as sing. The remarkable point in the 
history of the Eng. word is the change of de, des , to dy, 
dys {tty sc, dyce , dice), in the ME. period. The oldest. Chaucer 
MSS., Harl., Ellesm,, Hengwrt, have dees, which. also sur- 
vived as late as 1484 in Caxton, but dys occurs in the other 
Chaucer MSS., and in rime in the Bodleian MS. of Kyng 
A lisaunder, part of which is in the Auchinleck M$., attri- 
buted to the middle of the 14th c. Before 1500 , dy, dys 
seem to have completely passed from the e into the z class, the 
fortunes of which they have since shared. As in pence , the 
plural s retains its original breath sound, probably because 
these words were not felt as ordinary plurals, but as collec- 
tive words; cf. the orig. plural truce , where the collective 
sense has now passed into a singular. This pronunciation is 
indicated in later spelling by -ce : cf. the umlaut plurals lice, 
mice, the inflexional forms hence, once , twice, since , and the 
words ice, nice , advice, device, defence , in all which -ce 
represents a phonetic and original -x. In the. newer senses 
where the plural is not collective, a form (daiz) of the ordi- 
nary type has arisen ; cf. the non-collective later plural 
pennies .] 

I. With plural dice . 

1 . A small cube of ivory, bone, or other material, 
having its faces marked with spots numbering from 
one to six, used in games of chance by being thrown 
from a box or the hand, the chance being decided 
by the number on the face of the die that turns 
uppermost, lb. pi. The game played with these ; 
esp. in phr. at (the) dice. 

a . singular, dee, dye, dy, die. 

1393 Gower Conf. II. 209 The chaunce is cast upon a dee. 
But yet full oft a man may see [etc.], c 1430 Pilgr. Lyf 
Manhode 1. cv. (1869) 56 Nouht so gret as a as in a dee. 
1570 Lrvins Manip. 96/41 A dye, aha. 1589 Pappe w. 
Hatchet (1844} 23 Hee’le cogge the die. 1610 B. Jonson 
Alch. 11. i, You shall no more deale with the hollow die, Or 
the fraile card. _ 1656 Stanley Hist. Philos . vm, 85 So to 
cast the dy that it may chance right. 1680 Cotton Gamester 
in Singer Hist. Caras 336 He puts one dye into the box. 
1705 Mrs. CeNtlivre Gamester i. i, To teach you the man- 
agement of the die. 1779-81 Johnson L. P., Butler Wks. 
Ii. 191 To throw a dye, or play at cards. 1822 Hazlitt 
Table-t. IE. vii. 1 56 Dependent on the turn of a die, on the 
tossing up of a halfpenny. 1838 De Morgan Ess. Probab. 
74 The real probability that 6000 throws with a die shall 
give exactly 1000 aces. 1872 F. Hall Exempl. False 
Philol. 68 The cast of a die is absolutely impossible of pre- 
diction. 

0. plural, des, dees, deys, dys, dyse, dyee, 
dise, dice. 

c 1330 R. Brunne Chron. Wace (Rolls) 11392 Somme pleide 
wyj? des and tables. 1340 Ayenb. 45 pe gemenes of des, and 
of tables. 13. . K. Alls. (MS. Laud Misc. 622) 3297 f>e ry- 
baude pleiep at J>e dys [ed. Weber, deys] Swipe selde pe 
foie is wys. c 1386 Chaucer Pard. T. 5 They daunce and 
pleyen at dees [so Harl., Heng . ; Cajnb. deis, Petto, dys, 
Corp. dyse, Lansd. dise] bothe day and nyght. 1387 Tre- 
visa Higden (Rolls) VIE 75 Pleyenge wip dees of gold. 
C1400 Destr. Troy 1622 (MS. a 1500) The draghtes, the dyse, 
and oper dregh gaumes. 1474 Caxton Chesse 127 In his lift 
hand thre dyse. 1477 Earl Rivers (Caxton) Dictes 109 His 
maistre pleyed gladly atte dise. 1479 in Eng. Gilds { 1870) 
422 The to wne clerke to fynde theym Dice. 1481-90 Howard 
Househ. Rks . (Roxb.) 327 For a bale of dysse. 1484 Caxton 
Fables of Avian (1889) 21 Whiche doo no thynge but plave 
with dees and cardes. 1495 Act 11 Hen. VII, c. 2 § 5 The 
Tenys, Closshe, Dise, Cardes, Bowles. 1536 R. Beerley in 
Four C . Eng. Lett. 35 Sume at cardes and sume at dyyss. 
2556 ChronJSr, Friars (Camden) 73Wych playd wyth kynge 
Henry the viii td at dysse. 3576 Fleming Panopl. Epist. 340 
In casting a pair© of dyce. 1580 Baret Alv. D 656 The life of 
a man is like a game at the dice. 1603 Holland Plutarch’s 
Rom. ^^..(1892) 57 Playing at dice with cokall bones. 1697 
Dryden AEneul ix. 452 From Dice and Wine the Youth 
retir’cl to Rest._ 1784 R. Bage Barham Downs II. 54 Lord 
Winterbottom is ruined by the dice. 1821 Byron Mar. Fal. 
iv. ii. They Have won with false dice. 1871 T. Taylor 
Jeanne Dare hi. i, Rough soldiers left their oaths, and 
dice, and lewdness. 

7. singular dice, plural dices : cf. obs. F. sing. dez. 

1388 Act 12 Rich.- II , c. 6 § 1 Les . . jeues appellez coytes 
dyces, gettre de pere. c 1425 Voc. in Wr.-W flicker 666 Hie 
talus, dyse. c 1440 Promp . Parv. 121/1 Dycyn, or pley 
wythe dycys, aleo. c 1450 Bk. Curtasye 228 in Babees Bk. 
306 Ne at the dyces with him to play. 1474 Caxton Chesse 
132 He caste thre dyse and on eche dyse was a sise. 1483 
Cath. Angl. 99/1 A Dice, taxillus, alca. 1552 Huloet, 
Dice or die, alea, talus , thessera, 1677 Gale Crt. Gentiles 
nt. too Amongst the Grecians <ev jSeta signifies a Dice . . the 
Cast of a Dice was most casual and incertain. 1751 Mrs. 
E. Heywood Hist. Betsy Thcmghtless IV. 202 Protesting 
never to touch a card or throw a dice again. 

2 . In figurative and allusive use ; thus sometimes 
= Hazard, chance, luck. 

1348 Hall Chron., Hen. V 56 b, When kyng Henry per- 
ceived that the dice ranne not to his purpose, he abstained 
from the assaulte. 1590 Spenser F. Q. i. iL 36 His harder 
fortune was to fall Under my speare ; such is the dye of 
warre. 1594 Shaics. Rich. Ill, v. iv. 10, I haue set my life 
vpon a cast. And I will stand the hazard of the Dye. 1676 
D’Urfey Mad. Fickle iv. i, The uncertain Dice of Fate 
thus far runs well. 1693 Dennis Imp. Crit. ii. 8 If that was 
his design, the Author has turn’d the Dice upon him, I gad. 
1742 Young Nt. TJu vi 37 When . . th’ important dye Of 
life and death spun doubtful, ere it fell, And turn'd up life., 
1844 Disraeli Coningsby vi. vi, The immensity of the stake- 
which he was hazarding on a most uncertain die. 1871 
Morley Voltaire (1886) 169 France and Austria were both 
playing with cogged dice. 

b. Phrases, f (d) To make dice of (a person’s) 

bones : see quot. 1646. f \i>) To set (put) the dice 
upon (any one): see qnot. 1598. (c) The did is 

cast ; the . decisive . step is taken ; the course of 


action is irrevocably decided, (d) Upon a ox the 
die : depending upon a chance or contingency, in 
a critical position, at stake; so to set upon the die * 
(e) In the dice : liable to turn up, as a contingent 
possibility (cf. on the cards , Cabd sbf 2 e). (/) 

In comparisons: as smooth, tme, straight as a die. 

a. 1391 R- Turnbull Exp. St. James 103 They wil make 
dice of their bones, but they will haue the_ extremitie of 
them. 1621 Burton Anat. Mel. m. i. hi. iii. (1676) 268/x 
We will riot relent.. till we have confounded him/ and his, 
made dice of his bones, as they say, see him rot in prison. 
1646 J. Cooke Vind. Law 22 We say proverbially ‘make 
dice of his bones ’, the meaning whereof is, that if a pri- 
soner die in execution, after the Crowner has viewed his 
body, the creditor hath dice delivered him at the Crowae 
Office as having all that he is likely to have. 

b. 1598 Florio, Stancheggiare . .to set the dice vpon one, 
to tyrannize oner one. 1658 Whole Duty Man xii. § 6 94 
Thou .. takest this opportunity to set the dice upon him. 
1699 Bentley Pkal In trod. 2 He will put the Dice upon 
his Readers, as often as he can. 

C. 1634 Sir T. Herbert Frau. Aiij b, Is the die cast, 
must At this one throw all thou hast gaind be lost ? 3720 
Ozell Vert 0 Is Rom. Rep. II. xnr. 287 Caesar ., throws 
himself into the River . . saying . . It is done : The Die is 
thrown. 3879 G. Meredith Egoist xxvii. (1889) 262 Th* 
die is cast— I cannot go back. 

d. 1659 D. Pell Impr. Sea 230 To recover her young 
when they are upon a dye. Ibid. 393 Ah poor soul. . It will 
not now bee granted thee, when thou art upon thy dye. 
3823 Byron Sardan. 11. i. 339 But here is more upon the 
die— a kingdom. 1832 Southey Hist. Penins. War III. 
859 When Rochejaquelein. .set life and fortune thus up^n 
the die. 

e. 1858 De Quincey Greece under Rom. Wks. VIII. 317 
It is hardly ‘ in the dice/ that any downright novelty of fact 
should remain in reversion for this nineteenth century. 

f. 3530 Palsgr. 629 Make this horde as smothe as a dyce, 
comme vngdez. 1600 Hakluyt Voy. (1810) III, 256 Goodly 
fields . .as plaine and smoothe as any die. c 1710 C. F ienn ks 
Diary { 1888) 15 1 Y 1 ' tide was out aU upon the sands at Least 
a mile, wch was as smooth as a Die. a 1732 Gay Songs 
Ball., New Song on New Similies, You’ll know me truer* 
than a die. ,1877 Spry Cruise Challenger xxii. (ed. 7) 226 
Arums climbing fifty feet up large trees as straight as a die. 

3 . A small cubical segment formed by cutting 
anything down, f Also, a small cubical bullet (cL 
die-shot ). 

? c 1390 Forjn of Cury in Warner A7itiq. Culin. 6 Take the 
noumbles of a calf, swyne, or of shepe, parboile hem, and 
skerne [?kerue] hem to dyce. 3496 Ld.. Treas. Acc. Scot l, 
I. 295 For cutting of viij tx and ix dis of irne to the pellokis. 
1549 Privy Council Acts (1890) II. 350 Dyce of yron. ijm 1 ; 
short of stone, v c . a 1628 F. Greville Sidney .{1652) 139 
Wounded .... with a square die out of a field-piece. 1769 
Mrs. Raffald Eng. House-kpr. (1778) 141 Dish them up . . 
with turnips and carrots cut in dice. 1889 B. Whitby 
Awakening M. Femvick II. 166 She hacked her buttered 
toast into dice. 

7. with dice in singular. 

14. , Anc. Cookery in Househ. Ord. (1790) 466 Take fresshe 
braune of a bore sothen, and cut hit in grete dices.^ c 3420 
Liber Cocorum (1862) 38 Square as dises fiou shalt hit make. 
1557 Recorde Whetst. Rij, I haue a dice of Brasse of .64. 
vnees of Troye weighte. 

f b. With negative : never a dyse «** not a bit, 
not in the least. Obs. 

c 3400 Destr. Troy 808 pai .. shall .. neuer dere hym a 
dyse. 

21. with plural dies. 

4 . A cubical block ; in Arch, a cubical or square 
block of stone forming part of a building; spec. 
the cubical portion of a pedestal, between the base 
and cornice ; =Dado i. fb. A square tablet. 

3664 Evelyn tr. Frearfs A rchit. 123 The Italians call it 
the Zoccolo, Pillow or Die (becanse of its Cubique and 
solid figure). 1726 Leon! Albertis Archit. I. 13/3 A kind 
of ii«la Wall, which we shall call the Plinth, others perhaps 
may call it the Dye. 1730 A. Gordon Maffei’s Amp kith. 
240 Some Plinths, or rather Dyes, seen upon the second 
Cornish. Ibid. 265 Marble, cut thin in small square Dyes. 
a 3748 WattsJJ.), Young creatures have learned spelling of 
words by having them pasted upon little flat tablets or dies. 
1832 Gell Pomgeiana I. vi. 309 These figures stand, .upon 
little square plinths or dies. 1854 E. de Warren tr. Be 
Sau ley's Dead Sea II. 224 The coping, .is composed, first, of 
a cube, or die, measuring nearly six yards on each side, 

5 . An engraved stamp used for impressing a design 
or figure upon some softer material, as in coming 
money, striking a medal, embossing paper, etc. 

Often used in pairs, which may be dissimilar, for impressing 
unlike designs on opposite sides of the thing stamped (as in 
coining', or corresponding, one in relief and one counter- 
sunk (as in an embossing stamp). 

1699 in M. Smith Mem. Secret Service App. to To bring 
or send to him some Deys . . to coin some Mill'd Money. 
<73724 Swift Consid. Wood's Coinage Wks. 1761 III. 364 
There have been such variety of dyes made use of by Mr. 
Wood in stamping his money. 3787 T. Jefferson Writ . 
(1859) II. 323 The workman . . brought me .. the medal in 
gold, twenty-three in copper, and the dye. 386a T. Morrall 
Needle-making 16 Malang sail and packing needles . . by 
means of dies fixed in a stamp, after the manner of making 
buttons. 1879 H. Phillips A ddit. Notes Coins 1 The por- 
trait is reduced.. to the size it is to occupy on the die. 3879 
Cassell’s Techn. Educ. IV. 263/1 The die . . is a block of 
steel welded in a larger block of iron, the impression of the 
intended work cut in its face. 

0 . The name of various mechanical appliances : 

spec. a. One of two or more pieces (fitted in a stock) to 
form a segment of a hollow screw for cutting the thread 
of a screw or bolt. t). The bed-piece serving as a support 
for metal from which a piece is to be punched, and having 
an opening through which the piece is driven. C. Forging* 
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A device consisting of two parts which apt together to give 
to the piece swaged between them the desired form. d. 
Brick-making;. A mouth-piece or opening through which 
the clay is forced, serving to mould it into the required form. 1 
©. A part of the apparatus Used in crushing ore: see quot. 
t88i. f. Shoe-making , etc. A shaped knife for cutting out 
blanks of any required shape and size : cf. Die vJ 
2812-6 J. Smith Panorama Sc. <5* Art I. 39 The best out- 
side screws are . . cut with what are called stocks or dies. 
1833 Holland Manuf Metal II. 197 The interstices are 
then filled by the insertion of the hardened steel dies. 1856 
Farmers Mag. Nov. 406 ( Brick-making ) The mouthpiece 
or die is about half-an-inch deeper and half an inch broader 
than the stream of day after it passes through the moulding 
rollers to the cutting apparatus. ^ a 1873 Chamberlain in 
Ure Diet. Arts I. 529 '.As soon as it has . . forced the clay of 
one box through the die . . the plunger returns and empties 
[the other] box of clay through a die on the opposite side, 
1881 Raymond Mining Gloss., Die , a piece of hard iron, 
placed in a mortar to receive the blow of a stamp, or in a 
pan to receive the friction of the muller. Between the die 
and the stamp or muller the ore is crushed. 1885 Harper's 
Mag. L,XX. 282 By means of ‘ dies ', or sole-shaped knives, 
in a die-machine, required shapes, sizes, and widths are cut 
out. Before the use of dies, soles were ‘rounded out ’ by 
hand. .Steam-power and revolving die-block [were] applied 
in 1857. 

7 . Sc. 1 A toy, a gewgaw ’ (Jamieson). 

(Also in nursery language die-die. Identity with this word 
is doubtful.) 

1808 Jamieson, Die, a toy, a gewgaw, Loth. 1816 Scott 
Antiq, xxi, ‘The bits o' weans wad up . . and toddle to the 
door, to. pu’ in the aiild Blue-Gown that mends a' their 
bonny dies.' . 1816 — Old Mart, x, ‘ Ye hae seen the last o' 
me, and o' this bonny die too said Jenny, holding between 
her finger and thumb a splendid silver dollar. 

8. ait rib. and Comb., as die-like , - shaped adjs. ; 
die-block , -machine (see 6 f ) ; f die-bone, the 
cuboid bone of the tarsus; f die-shot, shot of 
cubical form, dice-shot ; die-sinker, an engraver 
of dies for stamping (see 5) ; so die-sinking ; die- 
stake: see quot. 1874; die-stock, the stock or 
handle for holding the dies used in cutting screws 
(see 6 a) ; die -wise a. and adv., in the manner of 
a die, in a cubical form. See also the compounds 
of Dick 

1634. T. J ohnson Parey's Chirurg. 234 It is knit by Synar- 
throsis to the *Die-bone. 1875 Ure Diet. Arts II. 29 This 
must., be left to the experience of the *die-forger. x688 
R. Holme Armoury m. 378/1 A . . *Die-Iike figure four 
square every way ; a square solid. 1875 Ure Did. Arts 
II. 29 The very cross-grained, or highly crystalline steel, .ac- 
quires fissu res under the *die-press. 1878 H uxley Physiogr, 
148 A huge *die-shaped mass of stone. 1581 Styward Mart, 
Disdpl.11. 143 Such as haue *die shot .. contrarie to the 
Cannons & lawes of the field. 1815 Ckron. in Ann. Reg. 
317/2 Employed by . . *dye sinkers and ornamental en- 
gravers. 1893 Daily News 3 July 2/7 Medallists and die- 
sinkers have been very busy, .in view of the Royal wedding, 
1874 Knight Diet. Meek. 1 . 592 s. v. Coining-press , The 
lower die is on what is termed the *die-stake, and gives the 
reverse impression. 1853 Smiles Indust . Biogr. 238 He., 
seems to have directed his attention to screw-making, .and 
[made] a pair of very satisfactory *die-stocks. 1674 N. 
Fairfax Bulk <$• Selv. 128 In *die wise or cubically. 1702 
Thqresby in Phil. Trans. XXV. 1864 The heads not Die- 
wise, as the large Nails now are, but perfectly flat. 

Die, sbP slang, [f. Die v. 1 ] Only in phr. To 
make a die (of it)** to die. 

161 1 Cotgr., Foulr aux taupe?, to turne vp the heeles ; 
goe feed wormes, make a dy. Ibid., Tirer les chausses , to 
kicke vp the heeles ; to make a dye. i8i<j Metropolis I. 58 
I thought he was going to make a die of It ! Why, he 's as 
old as the Hills. 1883 Century Mag. XXVI. 238/2, * I be- 
lieve you’re trying to make a die of it said the doctor. 

Bie (dai), vf Pa. t. and pple. died (daid) ; 
pr. pple. dying (dariq). Forms a. 2-4de3-en; 
dei-e(n, 3 deispen, deai3-e, 4 day-e, 4-5 deghe, 
4-6 dei(e, dey(e, (5 deyn), 4-6 (north.) de, 4- 
dee. 0 . 4-5 di^-en, dy^-en, digh-o, dygh-e, 
dy-en, di-en, 4-7 diy, (5 dyi), 4-8 dye, 4- die. 
Pa. t. a, 3 deijsde, dseide, deaide, 3-5 deid(e, 
4 daide, dayed, de^ed, deied(e ; north , deyt, 
ded, 4-5 deyd(e, deyed, 5 deghit, -et, -t, 5- 
north. deed, deit, deet. 0 . 4dyede, 4-5 dyde, 
4-6 dide, (5 dyet), 4-8 dyed, 4- died. [Early 
ME. deceit, deghen, corresp. to ON. deyja (orig. 
djyja, QSw. and ODa. doia, Da. doe, Sw. do), 
OFris. deia, deja, OS. ddian, OI 1 G. touwan, MHG. 
touwen ; these represent an OTeut. strong verb of 
the 6th ablaut class *daw-j-an, pa. t. dhv, pa. pple. 
dawan-, the strong inflexions being 1 retained in 
ON. (d6 - : ~*dbw, damn z—*dawans). In the other 
langs. and in Eng. a regular weak verb. No in- 
stance of the word is known in OE. literature (its 
sense being expressed by steorfan, sweltan, or the 
periphrastic wesan diad, pa. t. wm diad : see Dead 
I d) hence it is generally held to have been early 
lost in OE. (as in Gothic, and as subsequently in 
all the continental WGer. langs.), and re-adopted 
in late OE. or early ME. from Norse; but some 
think that the facts point rather to the preservation 
of an OE. diegan, degan, in some dialect ; the word 
appears to have been in general use from the 12th 
c., even in the s.w. dialects (see Napier in ffisf 
Holy Rood, E.E.T.S., .1894'. The ME. de$en, 
deghen came regularly down to 1500 as deye, .which 


was retained in the North as dey, de, dee (still cur- 
rent from Lancashire to Scotland ) ; but in standard 
English deghe was in 14th c. (in conformity with 
the common phonetic history of OE. eh, call, eoh, 
as in dye, eye, fly, high , lie, nigh, thigh , etc.) nar- 
rowed to di$e, dighe, whence the later dye, die. 

The oldest text of Cursor M. (Cotton) has only dey ; In 
the later texts this is frequently altered to dighe, dye, when 
not in rime, in the late Trinity MS. sometimes even in rime, 
with change of text. Chaucer used both dey and dye , the 
C. T. (Ellesm. MS.) contains in the rimes 22 examples of 
deye and 50 of dye. Both forms are also used in the Wy- 
clifite version, and both occur in Cax ton’s works. 

The stem dan- appears also in Gothic in the ppl. a. danPs , 
OE. dead (r-dand-oz) Dead, and the sb. daupus, OE. diap , 
Death; also in afddjan ( :-afddwjan\ pa. pple. afdauid- 
(:-afddwid~) vexed, worried. (The relationship of Gothic 
diwand, imdiwanei, etc. is uncertain,) The simple verb has 
shown a notable tendency to die out, and leave its place to 
be taken by derivatives : thus in Gothic daipnan to die.] 

I. Of man and sentient beings. * literally. 

I. intr . To lose life, cease to live, suffer death ; 
to expire. . # 

The proper word for this, and more especially for Jthe 
cessation of life by disease or natural decay (to which it is 
often restricted dialectally), but also used of all modes of 
death, as * to die in battle', ‘ at the stake’, * at the hands of 
justice’. 

a. Forms de^-efn, dey-e(n, dei^-eCn, dei-e(n, 
day, de, dee. (After 1500, north. Eng. and Sc.) : 

c 1135 Holy Rood (1894) 14 Forman #e ic nu de^en sceal. 
c 1205 Lay. 28893 pe aide king dejede. Ibid. 31796 A 1 folc 
gon to de^en. a 1225 Ancr. R. 108. Me serial er deien. 
Ibid, no He polede Sundri pine, & de^ede. <5:1290 S. Eng. 
Leg. 1 . 62/311 Heo deide bane pridde day. a 1300 Cursor M. 
24239 (Edin.) Latte vs deien samin [Cott. dei, Fair/, deye]. 

13. . Ibid. 16762 4- 1 19 (Cott.) Him was not geue . .plas, War-on 
he mi3t dee fayre. .but deed here in pe air, 13. . Ibid, 11323 
(Gott.) pat heo dede suld neuer dei, Til hesuld se crist self wit 
ei [Trim MS. de^e, e3e]. 13. . Sir Beties 3135 pat emperur 
rie? d&ide, His wif confortede him & saide. 1375 Barbour 
Bruce i. 430 Hys fadyr . .deyt tharfor in my presoun. c 1380 
Sir Ferumb. 5738 Ech man schal rysen on such aray As he 
dayep ynne. c 1380 Wyclif Wks. (1880) 296 Crist deyede 
to destrie pis heresye & alle his martyrs aftir deyeden. 138a 
— Rom, xiv, 8 Where we deien, we deien to the Lord, c 1386 
Chaucer Prioress* T. 82 And eek hire for to preye To been 
oure help and socour when we deye. c 1400 Destr. Troy 921 
All dropet the dule as he degh wold. Ibid.g^sx The buerne 
deghet. a 1420 Sir Amadace (Camden) lxxii, Thenne sone 
aftur the kinge deet. c 1440 Promp. Parv. 117 Deyyn, 
morior. C1460 Towneley Myst. (Surteesi 40 It gars me 
quake for ferd to dee. c 1470 Henry Wallace n. 127 Than 
wist he nocht of no help, hot to de. 1483 Caxton Gold. 
Leg. 142/2 Hys fader and moder deyden. c 1489 — * Sonnes 
of Aymon iii. 79 Noble knyghtes deyeng full myserably 
vpon the erthe. a 1500 Nut brown Maid xxiv. m Arn- 
olds s Ckron. (1812) 202 , 1 [shal] dey sone after ye be gone. 
1552 Lyndesay Monarche 6114 Neuer to de agane. a 1605 
MoNTGOMERiE.y<2««. lix. j To see Sa many lovers, but re- 
demption, dee. a 1800 W. Douglas Song, For bonnie Annie 
Lawrie, I'd lay me down and dee. 1861 E. Waugh Birtle 
Carter's Tale ri Vo desarven a comfortable sattlement i’th 
top shop when yo dee’n. 

0 . Forms di3*e(n, dy-e(n, di-e(n, dye, dy,die. 
1:1330 R. Brunne Ckron. IVace (Rolls) 14306 He was so 
wounded, he most dye. 23. . Cursor M. 7959-60 (Gott.) For 
pu sal wltt pat i sal noght lye pe son of barsabe he sal die 
[Cott. lei, dei, Fair/, legh, degh, Trin. ly^e, di3e]. 23.. 
Guy Warw. (A.) 630 Felice said to Gij, pou dost folie patow 
wilt for mi loue dye. 13. . E. E. A llit. P. A. 306 pa3 for- 
tune dyd your flesch to dy3e. 13 . . Song of Yesterday 
87 in E. E. P. (18652) 135 A mon pat nou parte)? and dis 
[rime wys]. 1382 Wyclif Rev. xiv. 13 Blessid the deede 
men, that dien in the Lord, c 1386 Chaucer M tilers T. 627 
And for the smert he wende for to dye, As he were wood for 
wo he gan to crye. a 2400-50 A lexander 1260 (Ashm. MS.) 
To do as drhjten wald deme & dyi [MS. D. dye] all to- 
gedire. 1477 Sir J. Paston in Poston Lett. No. 806 III. 207 
Yf I dyghe ny the Cyte of London. 1483 Cath. Angl.99 
To Die, mori. 1523 Ld. Berners Froiss. I. cccxv. 485 To 
dye in prison. 1553 T. Wilson A’^.(i567)i9b, Undoubtedly, 
the lawier neuer dieth a begger. 1556 Ckron. Gr. Friars 
(CamdenlsThys yere this kynge Henry the thirde dyde. 1633 
Earl Manch. Al Mondo (1636) 142 He that will live when 
he dyes, must dye while heelives. 1635 A. Stafford Fern. 
Glory (1869) 147 Herarmes express the Crosse whereon He 
dide. 1651 Hobbes Leviath. 11. xix. 99 Notonely Monarchs, 
but also whole Assemblies dy. 1667 Milton P. L. vij. 
544 In the day thou eat’sfc, thou di’st. 1695^ Woodward 
Nat. Hist, Earth (1723) 28 The Shell-fish . . live; and dye 
there. 1712 Pope Sped. No. 48 F 6 Little Spirits that are 
born and die with us. 1727-38 Gay Fables 1. xxvii. 50 So 
groaned and dy’d. 1728 Newton Chronol. Amended 37 
Some of these Archons might dye before the end of the ten 
years. 1769 Johnson in BosweU Life (1847) 2x1 It matters 
not ho w a man dies, but how he lives, x.807 Words w. White 
Doe vii. 315 At length, thus faintly, faintly tied To earth, 
she was set free, and died. 1847 Tennyson Princ. vi Song 4 
She must weep or she will die. 

b. Const. To die of a malady, hunger, old age, 
or the like ; by violence, the sword, his own hand; 
from a wound, inattention, etc. ; through neglect ; 
on or upon the cross, the scaffold, at the stake, in 
battle ; for a cause, object* reason, or purpose, for 
the sake of one ; formerly also with a disease, the 
sword, etc,; on his enemies (he. falling dead above 
them). In earlier use the prepositions were em- 
ployed less strictly. 

cx 206 Ormin 8656 Sippenn shule witt anan Off hunngerr 
demean bape. <1x330 R. Brunne Ckron. W tee (Rolls) 850 Of 
his burpe his moder deide. cx 340 Cursor M. App. ii.887 (B. 
M. Add. MS.) No womman. .dien ne schal of hure childe. 
c 1400 Destr. Troy 6528 All-pat met hym . . dyet.of his dyntt.es. 


1483 Caxton G. de la Tour D v, Yf they ete of that firuyts 
they shokl deye of it. 1580 Baret Alv. D 643 To die of the 
plague. 1590 Shaks. Mids. N. 11. i. 130 She being mortall, 
of that boy did die. 1597 — 2 Hen. IY Epil. 31 Falstaffe 
shall dye of a Sweat. 1658-9 E. Bodvile in Hatton, Corn 
(1878) 17 Like to diy of the small pox. 17x6 Addison 
Drummer v. i, The wound of which he dy’d. _ 1796 Burns 
Lett. Mr. Cunningham 7 July, If I die not of disease, I must 
perish with hunger. 189a Du Maukier Peter Ibbetsou 247 
I thought I must die of sheer grief. 

1382 Wyclif Ezek* v. 12 The thridde part of thee shal die 
bi pestilence. _ 05x631 Donne Poems 1,1650) 10 We can dye 
by it, if not live by love. 1643 Denham Coopers H. 315 
Disdains to dye By common hands. 1683 Cot. Rec. Penm 
sylv. I. 95 ACalfe that Dyed, as they thought by Witch- 
craft. 

c 1340 Cursor M. 26847 (Fairf.) Oft man deys porqu [Cott. 
of] an wounde. 1382 Wyclif Num. x vi. 29 Ifthur^ vsid deeth 
of men thei dien. Ibid, xx iii. 10 Dye my soule thur3 the 
deeth of rbtwise men. Mod.. If the child had died through 
neglect. 

13.. Cursor M. 17153 (Cott.), I haf . . ded on pis rode tre. 
Ibid. 9039 (Gott.) God pat dide apon pe rode, c 1400 Destr. 
Troy 427 Whan Criste on the crosse for oyr care deghit, 
1675 Brooks Gold. Key Wks. 1867 V. 90 He that died on 
the cross was long a- dying. 1820 ’IV Kelly Hymn, We sing 
the praise. .Of him who died upon the cross. 

<2x300 Cursor M. 16762+89 (Cott.) When pou deed for 
drede. CX300 Havelok 840, I wene that we deye mone For 
hunger, c 1380 Wyclif Wks.\i 880) 8 Redy to dye for cristin 
mennus soulis. c 1489 Caxton Blanchardyn. vii. 27 heading. 
The whiche deyde for sorowe. 1552 Huloet, Dye for the 
lone of a woman ne, Perire feminam. 1553 T. Wilson Rhet. 
(1580) 177, I can not chappe these textes in Scripture, if 
I should die for it. 1580 Baret Alv. D 643 Willing to die 
for ones safetie. 1581 Pettie Guazzo's Civ. Conv. Til. 
(1586)129, I should die for verie shame. 1599 Hakluyt 
Voy. il. 11. 73 Shortly after they all die for hunger and cold. 
x6oo Shaks. A. Y. L. iv. i. 108 Men haue died from time 
to time, and wormes haue eaten them, but not for loue. 
1654 Whitlock Zootomia 121 Though he dye for it, he 
cannot think of it. 1655 H. Vaughan Silex Stint. 1. Ded. 
(1858) 15 My God 1 thou that didst dye for me. 17x3 Steele 
Guardian No. 17 ? 7 But child . . can you see your mother 
die for hunger. 1832 Tennyson May Queen 21 They say 
he's dying all for love. Mod. To die for one’s opinions. 

1382 Wyclif 7 er. xvi. 4 With dethes of siknyngus thei shul 
die. cx 386 Chaucer Monk's T. 711 The place in which 
he schulde dye With boydekyns. CX400 Destr. Troy 8273 
Thow dowries shall dye with dynt of my bond. <1x612 
Donne BtaWavaros (1644) 52 Annibal .. dyed with poyson 
which he alwaies carryed in a ring. <1x672 Wood Life 
(1848) 8 His grandmother Penelopie. .died with grief. 1692 
E. Walker Epictetus' Mor. xvi, To dye with Thirst and 
Hunger. 

1591 Shaks. Two Gent . n. iv. 114 He die on him that saies 
so but your selfe. 17x2-14 Pope Rape Lock v. 78 Nor 
fear’d the Chief th’ unequal fight to try, Who sought no 
more than on his foe to die. 

c. To die in a state or condition. 

a 1300 Cursor M . 25850 (Cott.) Qua pat dees in dedll sin sal 
duell in bale. 1382 Wyclif Jer. xxxi. 30 Eche in his 
wickednesse shal die. 1549 Compl. Scot l iii. 25 Cleopatra 
vas lyike to dee in melancalie. 1552 Huloet,, Dye in great 
debte, Relinquere debitum. 1703 Maundrell Journ. ferns. 
(1732) Lett, ii. 3 To dye in the Romish Communion. 1784 
Cowper Tiroc. 150 Would die at last in comfort, peace, ana 
joy. Mod. He died in poverty and neglect. 

d. To die poor, a beggar , a martyr, a millionaire, 
etc. 

a 1225 Ancr. R . xo8 Heo ouh for to deien martir in hire 
meseise. X393 Gower Conf. II. 55 Lo, thus she deiede a 
wofull maide. 1553 [see x / 3 ], 1671 Milton P. R . hi. 422 
But so dy’d Impenitent. 1683 Salmon Dor on Med. 1. 17 They 
dye (as it were; laughing. 1781 Co wper Retiremer, / 14 Having 
lived a trifler, died a man. 1842TENNYSON Vision of Sin iv. 
144 Yet we will not die forlorn. 1883 Century Mag. XXV.. 
765/1 Her old friend had died a hankrupt. 1894 Wolselky 
Marlborough I. 246 He was every inch a sailor, and died 
an Admiral. 

2 . To die a (specified) death : to die by or suffer 
a particular death. . 

Death prob. represents the OE. diape instrumental, in 
deape szueltan, L. morte mori ; it was in ME. also preceded 
by various prepositions, on, in, a, 0 , 0/ by, with ; but is now 
generally treated as a cognate object. In die a death, a 
was prob. originally the preposition —on, o (see quots, c 1200, 
c 1386) but came to be treated as the indefinite article. 

a. with instrumental case, or equivalent preposition. 

[c 900 YE If red’s Laws 14. 15 in Thorpe I. 48 (Bosw.) He 
sceal dea)?e sweltan. a 1175 Cott. Horn. 221 pu scealt dea'^e 
sweltan. CX200 Trin. Coll. Horn. x8i Pu shalt a de 3 e 
swelte.] 13. . Cursor M. 660 (Cott;.) O [Fairf. Wit, Gott. 
Of, Trin. On] duble ded pan sal see dei. 1382 Wyclif 
Gen. ii. 17 In what euer day sotheli thow etist there of, with 
deth thow shalt die [1388 Thou schalt die by deeth [Vulg. 
morte moneris], • fudg. xiii. 22 Bi deeth die we [Vulg. 
morte moriemur\, for we ban seen the Lord. — Ezek , 
xxviii, 10 In deeth of vncircumcydid men, thou shalt die. 
c 1386 Chaucer Melib. f 606 Bettre it is to dye of [so 5 MSS.,; 
Marl, on, Petw. a] bitter deeth. c X450 Merlin 52 , 1 knowe 
not what deth this foie shall on dye. c 1477 Caxton fason 
42 If I dye not of bodily deth I shal dye of spirituel deth. 
1483 — G. de la Tour G v, Your sone deyd this nyght of 
a good dethe. CX500 Melusine 247 To deye of an euyl 
deth. 1625-6 Purchas Pilgrims II. 1041 He died of his 
naturall death. ^ 

b. without preposition. 

13. . Sir Beues 341 , 1 ne reche, what dep he dige, Sippe he 
be cold. 13.. Cursor M, 952 (Gott,) And sipen dobil detle 
to dei [Cott., Fairf. wit, Trin. on doubel dep]. Ibid. 109 17 
(Gstt.) He pat first na dede miht die [Cott. na ded moght 
drei], c 1460 Towneley Myst . (Surtees) 6 Thou shalle dye 
a dulfulle dede. <*1533 Ld. Berners Huon exxv. 453 He 
wolde cause the emperour to dye an yll dethe. 1535 Cover- 
dale Num. xxiii. 10 My soule die y e death of y u righteous, 
and my ende be as the ende of these. 1598 Shaks. Merry l V. 
iv. ii. 158 He shall dye a Fleas death. 1602 Warner Alb. 
Eng , ix.xlv.(x6i2)2X2 But tyventie two a naturall death difl 


DIE, 


DIE-AWAY, 


die. 1610 Shaks. Temp. 1. L 72, 1 would faine dye a dry death. 
x6xx Bible John xviii. 32 Signifying what death he should 
die. 1687 Settle Reft. Dryden 8$ 1 ’le die a thousand deaths 
before I’ le do so or so. 1832 Tennyson Miller's Dan. xii, 
Love dispell’d the fear That I should die an early death. 

e. To die Ihe death : to suffer death, to be put 
to death. 

Dr. Johnson {Shake, {1765V I. 311) says * “ die the death ” 
seems to be a solemn phrase for death inflicted by law.’ 

1533 Coverdale Judg. xiii. 22 We must dye the death, 
because we haue sene God [Wyclif Bi deeth die we]. 
1581 Lambarde Eiren^ n. vii. (15881 269^ If one do burne 
a dwelling house maliciously, he shall die the death for it, 
1350 Shaks. Mids N. 1. i. 65 Either to dye the death, or to 
abiure For euer the society of men. 1611 — Cymb, iv. ii. 
7 Dye the death : When X haue slaine thee with my proper 
and, He follow those that euen now fled^ hence. xSox 
Southey Thai aba ix. xxxix. And in that wild and despe- 
rate agony Sure Maimuna had died the utter death. X859 
Tennyson Lancelot $ Elaine 866 [He] had died the death 
In any knightly fashion for her sake. 

3 . In various phrases, describing the manner or 
condition of death. (Sometimes : cf. 10.) 

To die game, to maintain a bold and defiant bearing to the 
last, i. e. like a gamecock ; whence by contrast to die dung- 
hill; to die hard* i. e. with difficulty, reluctantly, not with- 
out a struggle ; to die in one's bed, i. e. of illness or other 
natural cause, the opposite of which is to die in one's shoes; 
to die in harness , i. e. in full work ; to die in the last ditch, 
i, e. in defending the last ditch of an entrenchment, to fight 
to the last extremity ; and in other similar phrases. 

1523 Ld. Berners Froiss, I. Ixxxiv. 107 We shall not forsake 
you to dye in the quarrell. Ibid. I. ccvi. 243 Tyll he had 
made an ende of his warr .. or els to dye in the payne. 
1631 Rutherford Lett. ir. ix. 1x881) 384 It cannot stand 
with his honour to die in the burrows. 1663 Flagellum , or 

0 . Cromwell Pref. (1672' 3 He had the fortune . ; to dye in 
his bed. a 1700 B. E. Diet. Cant , Crew , Die like a Dog, 
to be hang’d .Die on a Fish-day , or in his shoes, the same. 
Die like a Rat , to be poysoned. 17x2 Hearne Collect. 
(Oxf. Hist. Soc.) III. 341 He dy’d in his Shoes ; his Domes- 
ticks say of an Apoplexie. <2x713 Burnet Own Tune (r 766) 

1. 457 There was a sure way never to see it lost, and that 
was to die in the last ditch. 1805 Ann, Reg. 370 Declaring, 
in cant terms, that they would ‘die game*. x8rx Syd, 
Smith Wks. (1867) 1, 2 °3 Nothing dies so hard . . as intoler- 
ance. 1823 On Bull-baiting n. (. Hottlsion Tracis I. xxviii. 
5), I don’t intend to die dunghill. 1863 Fawcett Pol. Econ. 

11. xi. (1876) 2g4 Reform is slow, and abuses die hard. 1867 
Homeward Mail 16 Nov. 951/2 Mr. P. A. Dyke has died 
in harness at his post as Government agent. x858 M. Pat- 
tison A cadent. Org. v. 129 Learning in Oxford died hard and 
yielded up its breath not without many a struggle. 1870 
Spurgeon Treas. Dav. Ps. x. 15 Very few great persecutors 
have ever died in their beds. 1871 Freeman Norm. Cong. 
(1876) IV. xvii. 42 Men who ..had actually died in arms 
against him. 1875 Stubbs Const. Hist , III. xxi. 544 Like 
most medieval workers they all died in harness. 

D. Never say die \ never consent or resign oneself to death ; 
never give in. 

1837 Dickens Pickw. ii, Never say die— down upon your 
luck. 1880 Payn Confid. Agent III. x6x Never say die 
while there *s a shot in the locker. 

4 . To suffer the pains or dangers of death ; to 
face death. 

1382 Wyclif x Cor. xv.31 Ech day I deie foryotire glorie, 
britheren. 1526-34 Tindale ibid., By oure reioysinge which 
I have in Christ lesu oure Lorde, I dye dayly. 1633 [see 1 j3]. 
** transf. zxAfig. 

5 . Theol. To suffer spiritual death; 'To perish 
everlastingly* (J.) : cf. Death 5. 

X340 Ham pole Pr. Consc. 8159 pai salle ay deghand lyf, 
and lyfand dyghe, And ever-mare payns of ded bus dryghe. 
1382 Wyclif Mzek.xvYn, 4 The soule that shal synne, the 
ilk shal die. 1553 Bk. Com, Prayer Burial of Dead, And 
whosoever liveth, and believeth in him, shall not die eter- 
nally, 1627 Hakewill Apol. (1630) 512 So long as God shall 
liue, so long shall the damned die. 

6. To die unto : to cease to be under the power 
or influence of; to become dead unto : cf. Rom. vi. 2. 

1648 Westm. Assembly's Shorter Cat ech. Q. 35 Sanctifi- 
cation . .whereby we . .are enabled more and more to die unto 
sin, and live unto righteousness. 

7 . To suffer pains identified with those of death ; 
(often hyperbolical) to languish, pine away with 
passion ; to be consumed with longing desire ; to 
die for , to desire keenly or excessively. 

1391 Lyly Endym. 1. iv. The lady that he delights in, and 
dotes on every day, and dies for ten thousand times a day. 
1593 Nashe Christ's T. 33 a, Pie saw him swallow downe 
a bitte that he dyde for.. 1399 Shaks. Much Ado hi. ii. 69 
And in despight of all, dies for him. x6xo — Temp. iu. I 79 
And much lesse take What I shall die to want. *11631 
Donne Poems ( 1650) 14 Deare, I die As often as from thee 
I goe, X71X Addison Sped. No. 86 F 2 Nothing is more 
common than for lovers to . . languish, despair, and dye in 
dumb show. 2832 Tennyson Eleanor e 141-8, I die with 
my delight , . I would be dying evermore, So dying ever, 
Eleanore. Mod. colloq. I am dying for a drink. 

b. To be dying to do (something) : to long greatly. 
1709 Prior Celia to Damon 8 That durst not tell me, what 
I dy’d to hear. X711 Steele Sped. No. 254 r 3 She dies 
to see what demure and serious Airs Wedlock has given 
you. 1780 Mad. D’Arblay Diary May, Mrs. Bowdler has 
long been dying to come to the point. 1786 Ibid. 17 July, 
Miss P — ■, who was . . dying with impatience to know . . every- 
thing about me. 1832 L. Hunt Sir R, Esher (1850) 83 The 
secret was dying to escape him. 1893 G. Allen Scallywag 
I. 20 The pretty American ’s dying to see you, 

C. To die with or of laughing', to be exhausted 
by laughing. 

. 1596 Shaks. Tam. Skr. m. ii. 243 Went they not quickly, 
I should die with laughing. 1606 — Tr. <$■ Cr. 1. iii. 176 At 
this sport Sir Valour dies ; cries . . giue me ribs of Steele, 
I shall split all In pleasure of my Spleene. 1778 Mad. 
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D’Arblay Diary 23 Aug., An account he gave us . . would 
have made you die with laughing. *796 Jane Austen 
Pride $ Prej. vi. (1813) 194, I was ready to die of laughter. 

II. Of non-sentient objects, substances, quali- 
ties, actions. 

8 . Of plants, flowers, or organized matter : .To 
lose vegetative life ; to cease to be subject to vital 
forces ; to pass into a state of mortification or de- 
composition. 

1383 Wyclif x Cor. xv. 36 That thing that thou sowist, is 
not quykenyd, no but it deie first, c 1420 Pallad. on H usb. 
iii. 642 Thai wol multiplie There as all other treen and 
herbes deye. 15x3 Douglas EEneis ix. vii. 149 Lyke as 
the purpour flour , . Dwynis away, as it dojth faid or de, 
1573 Tusser IP usb. (1878) 85 Good quickset bie, Old gatberd 
will die. 1599 Shaks. Hen. V, v. ii. 42 Her Vine .. Vn- 
pruned, dyes. 1607 Topsell Four-f. Beasts (1658) 477 The 
same part of his tail which is beneath the knot will die after 
such binding, and never have any sense in it again. 1707 
Curios, in Hush. <5* Card. 62 The Plant, grown dry and 
withered. . must dy. c s8zo Shelley Autumn 2 The pale 
flowers are dying. X855 Tennyson Maud vi. i. 6 The shining 
daffodils die. *869 Huxley Pkys. i. (ed. 3) 22 Individual 
cells of the epidermis and of the epithelium are incessantly 
dying and being cast off. 

b. Said of the heart: To cease to beat; to 
sink as in swooning. 

x6xx Bible 1 Sam. xxv. 37 H 3 s heart died within him, and 
he became as a stone. 1771 Smollett Humph. Cl. 26 June 
F 18 My heart seemed to die within me. 1793 Southey Joan 
of A rc 1. 290 It might be seen . .by the deadly paleness which 
ensued, How her heart died within her. 

9. fig. Of substances: To lose force, strength, 
or active qualities, to become * dead flat, vapid, 
or inactive. 

X612 Webster White Devil iv. i, Best wine, Dying, makes 
strongest vinegar. 1823 P. Nicholson Pract. Build. 390 
Plaster is said to die when it loses its strength. 

10. Of actions, institutions, states, or qualities : 
To come to an end, pass out of existence ; to go 
out, as a candle or fire ; to pass out of memory, to 
be utterly forgotten. 

a 1240 L of song in Cott . Horn, 2x1 pine pinen buruwen me 
. . from jxene deaS Set neuer ne deieS. 1387 T revisa H igden 
(Rolls) I. 7 (Matz.) Dedes bat wolde deie, storye kepeb hem 
euermore, c 1420 Pallad. on Hush 1. 600 As comes thaqwol 
under growe her eye, That but thou lete hem oute, the sight 
wol die. 1548 Hall Chron., Edw. IV, 240 In whose person 
died the very surname of Plantagenet. 1577 B. Googe H eres- 
bach's Husb. 11. (1586) no The coles that are made of the 
Pine tree . , die not so fast as the other. 1380 Baret Alv. 
D 643 Loue vtterly dieth, or decaieth. 1393 Shaks. 3 Hen. 
VI, H. vi. 1 Heere bumes my Candle out ; I, heere it dies. 
*599 — Much Ado v. L 301 So dies my reuenge. 1710 Pri- 
DEAUX Orig. Tithes v. 237 But he dying the same year he 
published them [Laws], they also dyed with him. 17x1 Addi- 
son Sped. No. 26 F 5 When 1 look upon the Tombs of the 
great, every Emotion of Envy dies in me. X820 Shelley 
Ode Liberty ix. 13 Art, which cannot die. 1847 Tennyson 
Princ. in. 189 Speak, and let the topic die. 1871 Morley 
Voltaire (1886) 7 A fragile and secondary good which the 
world is very willing to let die. 1892 Du Maurier Peter 
Ibbetson 247 It is good that my secret must die with me. 

b. Sometimes more directly fig. from 1 . 

1594 Hooker Eccl. Pol. 1. xvi. <1611) 50 All these con- 
trouersies might have dyed, the very day they were first 
brought foortn. 1596 Shaks. 1 Hen. IV, 1. iii. 74 What 
euer Harry Percie then had said. .May reasonably dye, and 
neuer rise To do him wrong. x6oi — Twel. N. 1. i. 3 The 
appetite may sicken, and so dye. x6xo — Temp. u. i. 216 
Thou let’st thy fortune sleepe : die rather, 

11. To pass gradually away (esp. out of hearing or 
sight) by becoming fainter and fainter ; to fade 
away. 

[1382 Pf.ttie Guazzo's Civ. Corn/, n. (158 58 b, The fault 
of some, who suffer the last letters to die betweene their teeth.] 
1704 Pope Windsor For. 2 66, 1 hear sweet music die along 
the grove. 1715-20 — Iliad a. 126 Fainter murmurs dy’d 
upon the ear. 1826 Disraeli Viz*. Grey v. xii, The words 
died on Vivian’s lips. 1832 Tennyson Miller's D. 74, 
I watch’d the little circles die. X859 — Elaine 323 The 
living smile Died from his lips. 

12. To pass by dying {into something else) ; to 
change ( into something) at death or termination. 

*633 Earl Manch. A l Mondo{\6gS 27 The brightest dayes 
dye into dark nights, but rise againe a mornings. 1643 
Bp. Hall Remedy Discontents 20 The day dyes into night. 
1742 Young Nt, Th. vi. 6gj The world of matter, with its 
various forms, All dies into new life. 1735 — Centaur ii. 
8yHe that lives in the kingdom of Sense shall die into the 
kingdom of Sorrow. 1784 Cowper Task 11. 96 The rivers 
die into offensive pools. 1842 Tennyson Day-Dream 188 
The twilight died into the dark. 

b. Archit. To merge into, lose itself by passing 
into; to terminate gradually in or against. Cf. 13 c. 

1663 J. Webb Stone-Heng (1725) 88 A Parapet, .is let into, 
or made to die against the'Columns. 2859 JephsoN Brittany 
xviii. 291 The mouldings of the arches die into the pillars. 
1870 F. R. Wilson Cn. Lindisf. 116 There is a staircase 
turret which dies into the tower. 

HI. With adverbs, forming compound verbs. 

13. Bie away. a. To pass away from life gra- 
dually ; to faint or swoon away. 

1707 Curios.in Husb. fy Gard, 62 We see several Plants 

§ row dry, and dy away. 17x1 Addison Sped. No. 3 F7 
_ he fainted and died away at the sight. 1713 — Cato. iv. 
i, I die away with horror at the thought. 1723 Pope Odyss. 
xiv. 40T Oh ! had he . . in his friend’s embraces dy’d away! 
1821 Shelley Prometk. Unb:n. ii. 21 Droops dying away 
On its mate’s music-panting bosom. 1833 R* W. Browne 
Grk. Classical Lit. (1837} *3 8 My feeble pulse forgot to 
play, I fainted, sank, and died away. 


fo. To diminish gradually in force or activity 
and so come to an end; to fade away, cease or dis- 
appear gradually. 

1680 Hacke Colled. Voy. (1699) II. 15 The wind in the 
mean time dying away, I was becalmed. 270 6 A. Bedford 
Temple Mus. ix. 172 The Voices, .seem to die away. 171a 
Steele Sped. No. 427 F 2 Thus groundless Stories die away. 
1792 S. Rogers Pleas. Mem. 11. 91 At his feet the thunder 
dies away. 1837 Disraeli Venetia in. vii, The day died 
away, and still he was wanting. 1840 R. H. Dana Bef. Mast 
xxv. 81 The breeze died away at night, i860 Tyndall 
Glac. 1. xxiv, 175 The direct shock of each avalanche had 
died away. 

c, Archit. and Carpentry . To pass or merge 
gradually into the adjacent structure. Cf. 12 b. 

1869 Sir E. J. Reed Skip-build, v. 76 To he 2 feet deep 
amidships and to extend across until they die away with 
rise of floor. 1873 Ferguson in Tristram Land of Moab 
373 The arch must have died away against the towers. 

f d. traus. To cause to die or come to an end. 
rare— 1 . 

1748 Richardson Clarissa (x8xx) VIII. 33 By little and 
little, in such a gradual sensible death . ._God dies away in 
us, as I may say, all human satisfaction, in order to subdue 
his poor creatures to himself. 

14. Bie back. Said of the recent shoot of a plant: 
To die from the apex back to the woody or peren- 
nial part. 

Cf. die down ; herbaceous plants die down to the ground, 
tender shoots die back to the old wood. 

1850 Beck's Florist Nov. 265 The shrub.. will in a manner 
prune itself, or at least those shoots that require removing will 
die back, and there will be only the dead wood to cut away. 

15. Bie down. a. To subside gradually into a 
dead or inactive state ; to die away. 

1834 Keble in Lyra A post. (18^ 58 The deep knell dying 
down. 1859 Tennyson Elaine 179 Laughter dying down 
as the great knight Approach’d them. X874 Green Short 
Hist. vi. § 1. 267 The war died down into mere massacre and 
brigandage. 1894 Antiquary May 222 The tin trade of 
Cornwall died down. Mod. The fire was left to die down 
of itself. 

b. Of plants : To die down to the ground, while 
the underground stem and roots survive. 

1893 Home Garden 40 To secure perfect blooms [of Crocus], 
the foliage must be left to die down of its own accord. 
Mod. This Polygonum attains a height of ten feet, and 
yet dies down entirely in the winter. 

16. Bie off. a. To go off, be removed or carried 
off, one after another, by death. 

1697 Dampier Voy. 1 . 113 It is usual with sick men coming 
from the Sea Air to dye off as soon as ever they come 
within the view of the Land. 1741 Richardson Pamela (1742) 

III. 292 A Gentleman’s Friends may die off. 1807 Southey 
Espriellas Lett. III. xoo The Russian soldiers .. sickened 
and died off like rotten sheep. 1840 Dickens Barn. Rudge 
vii, Accustomed to wish with great emphasis that the whole 
race of women could but die off. 1857 Buckle Civiliz. I. 
xi 649 That generation having died off. Mod. If the cattle 
and other stock are not sold off, they will die off. The 
cuttings in the frames damped off, the plants in the green- 
house died off. 

b .transf. Of sounds, etc. : To die away, to 
pass away. 

1722 De Foe Plague (1884) xo This Rumour died off 
again. 1803 Flinders in Phil. Trans. XCVL 245 On the 
wind dying off . . it descended quickly to 30 inches. 1878 
Browning La Saisiaz 45 If the harsh throes of the prelude 
die not off into the swell. 1886 Sir F. H. Doyle Reminis- 
cences 175 So the debate died off. 

17. Bie out. a. Of a family or race (of animals 
or plants) : To be (gradually) extinguished by 
death; to become extinct. 

2863 Seeley Ecce Homo iv. (1866) 38 His house soon dies 
out % 1866 Mrs. Carlyle Lett. III. 306 So sad that one’s 
family should die out. 1873 Jowett Plato (ed. 2) III. 163 
Barbarous nations when they are introduced by Europeans 
to vice die out. 1S37 F. B. Zincke Hist. Wherstead 173 
They never bore any more fruit, and gradually died out. 

b. To go out, or come to an end (gradually) j to 
pass away or become extinct by degrees. 

1853 Kane Grinnell Exp. xxvu. (1856) 219 The lard-lamp 
died out in the course of the night. 1872 Freeman Gen. 
Sketch xii. § 21. 232 In England villainage was on the 
whole dying out. 2883 Truth 11 June 936/2 Public interest 
had flagged and gradually died out. 1887 A thenseum 7 May 
603/3 To tell how the religions of Greece and Rome died 
out. 1892 Du Maurier Peter Ibbetson 43 The last red 
streak dies out of the wet west. 

’f 18. Bie up. To die off entirely, to perish. Obs. 

a 2300 Cursor M. 4703 (Cott.) pan deid f>e bestes vp biden, 
Thorn J?e hunger pat was sa kene. c 1340 Ibid. 4831 (Trim) 
pe folke deye}? vp al by dene. 1473 Bit. Noblesse (x86o) 42 
His peple died up by gret mortalite of pestilence. 1563-87 
Foxe A. <£• M. (1596) 76/1 Most part of the husbandmen » . 
died^up with the famine and pestilence. 

Die, v.' A [f. Die j^. 1 ] traits. To furnish with 
a die ; to mould or shape 'with a die. 

1703 T. N. City $ C. Purchaser 213 The Sheathing-nail 
ought not to go through the Plank, .and the Head must be 
well clasped, or died, so as it may sink into the Wood. 2885 
Harper's Mag. LXX. 282 Every machine-made shoe also 
has an ‘ inner sole ’ died out or moulded, to correspond in 
shape with the ‘ outer sole 

Die, obs. form of Dye z>. and sb. 

Die-away, a. [frpm the verbal phr. to die 
away \ see Die vf 13 .] That dies away or has the 
air of dying away ; languishing. 

1802 Marian Moore Lascelles II. 196 If I thought you 
liked that die-away Miss. 183a Examiner 229/2 He sang 
a die-away love-ditty. 1840-1 S. Warren 10,000 a Year I. 
224 The die-away manner in which she moved her head. 
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1872 G. Meredith H. Richmond xxv. (1889) 227 The Mar- 
gravine groaned impatiently at talk of such a die-away sort. 

Ii Dieb (dib). Zool. [a. Arab, tSib, ‘wolf, 
also in some districts * jackal*, =Iieb. 2&$| zeeb 
wolf.] A species of Wild Dog or Jackal {Canis 
ant hus ) found in Northern Africa. 

1829 Fischer Synopsis Mammal 181 ‘ Dieb* of the Arabs. 
*869 Gray. Cat. Carnivora in Brit, Mm. 189. 
Die'-back, sb. [from the phrase to die back : see 
Die v 1 14.] The fact of dying back; the term 
for a disease affecting orange-trees in Florida, etc., 
in which the tree dies from the top downward. 

1886 in S. Fallows Suppl. Diet . 

Diecious, etc., var. Dicecious, etc. 

II Diectasis (doi,e*ktasis). Pros. [a. Gr. Mtt- 
raats a stretching: see D1- 3 and Ectasis ] 
Lengthening by the interpolation of a syllable. 

A thenaeum Dec. 884/1 From the scientific point of 
view there is .. not a word to be said in favour of such 
grammatical monsters as e'17? and epaaotfe, But it is perfectly 
easy to see how they arose from a misunderstanding of the 
4 Epic diectasis/ 

Diedapper, obs. f. Didapper, dabchick. 
Diedral, var. Dihedral. 
t Diegema*tical, a. Obs, [f. Gr. Siijyrjua- 
TiK-05 descriptive + -al.] Of the nature of a nar- 
rative or description ; descriptive. 

1624 Bp. Mountagu Invocation Saints 184 That which he 
[Nazianzen] hath is diegematicall, not by way of conclusion, 
or of approbation. 

II Diegesis (doiird^rsis). [a. Gr. bvfjyrjats nar- 
ration, narrative ; in a speech, the statement of the 
case, f. Snjyiofxat to describe, narrate.] A narrative 
a statement of the case. 

1829 R. Taylor (title), The Diegesis, being a Discovery of 
the Origin, Evidences, and Early History of Christianity. 

t Biego (dy e go). Obs. [Sp. Diego, the Christian 
name James, being that of the patron saint of Spain . 
see also Don Diego s. v. Don.] 

X. A name for a Spaniard: cf. Dago, (AXsoattrib.) 
ct6 11 J. Taylor (Water P.) Laugh 4 be Fat , Wks. (1630) 
72/1 Next followes one, whose lines aloft doe raise Don 
Coriat, chiefe Diego of our daies. To praise thy booke, or 
thee, he knowes not whether, It makes him study to praise 
both, or neither. 1659 Davenant Play-House to Let in. 
Dram. Wks. 1873 IV. 55 The Diegos we’ll board to rum- 
mage their hold. 1667 Dryden Sir Martin Mar-all n. ii. 
This hungry Diego rogue. 1687 M. Clifford Notes Dryden 
(N.), That were as Diego said of the poor of his parish, 
All the parish. 

2. A Spanish sword, or one of the same sort, 

1709 Steele Tatler No. 39 P 40 Insulted by a Bully with 

a long Diego. 1867 Smyth Sailor's Word-bk Diego , a very 
strong and heavy sword. 

3. Name of a variety of pear. 

1664 Evelyn Kal. Hort. (1729) 21 Pears .. Bing's Pear, 
Bishop’s Pear (baking', Diego [etc.]. 

Die'-hard, sb. and a. [from the phrase to die 
hard\ see Die vj - 3.] 

A. adj. That dies hard, resisting to the last 
B. sb. One that dies hard ; spec, an appellation of 
the 57th Regiment of Foot in the British Army. 

2844 W. H. Maxwell Sports <$• Adv. Scotl. x. (1855) 100 
The Die-hards (57th regiment). 1856 J. W. Cole Brit. Gen. 
Penins. War I. v. 200 note. 1871 Standard 28 Jan., Ducrot, 
who is a good die-hard general of brigade. 1871 Daily News 
1 Feb., Some 20,000 die-hards are determined to get up into 
that keep and hold out for a spell longer. 1892 W. R. 
Lluellyn in Diet. Nat. Biog. XXIX. 8/1 At Albuera the 
57th occupied a position as important as it was deadly. 
‘Die hard! 57 th said Inglis, ‘die hard!’ They obeyed, 
and the regiment is known as the ‘ Die-hards* to this day. 
Dieidism (dai,3i*diz’m\ Biol. [f. Gr. St- two 
4 etS-os form + -ISM.] The condition of having 
two different forms at different stages of life. 

1874 Lubbock Orig. # Met. Ins. iv. 80 Those cases in 
which animals or plants pass through a succession of different 
forms might be distinguished by the name of dieidism or 
polyeidism. 

Bielectric (doiiHe'ktrik), sb. and a. [f. Di- 
j5r^*i = Gr. St-, Sta- through 4 Eleotrio.] 

A. sb. A substance or medium through or across 
which electric force acts without conduction ; a non- 
conductor; an insulating medium. 

1837 Faraday in Phil. Tram. (1838) I. 25 The particular 
action described occurs in the shell-lac . . as well as in the 
dielectric used within the apparatus. 1838 — Exp. Res. 
(1839) 364 My view that electric induction is an action of the 
contiguous particles of the insulating medium or dielectric. 
Note. I use the word dielectric to express that substance 
through or across which the electric forces are acting. (Dec. 
1838.) 1881 Maxwell Electr. $ Magn. I. 462 The resistance 
of the greater number of dielectrics diminishes as the 
temperature rises. 1883 Watson & Burbury Math . Th. 
Electr. $ Magn. I. 184 The dielectric, in Faraday’s lan- 
guage, has inductive capacity. It is less for air and the 
permanent gases than for any solid dielectrics, and rather 
less for vacuum than for air. 

B. adj. 

1. Having the property of transmitting electric 
effects without conduction ; non-conducting. 

1871 A thenaeum 10 J une 723 He supposes . . that the sheaths 
of the muscular fibres are dielectric. 1885 Watson & Burbury 
Math. Th. Electr. 4 Magn. I. 77 Such a medium, considered 
as transmitting these electrical effects without conduction, 
is called a Dielectric medium, and the action which takes 
place through it is called. .Induction. 


2. Relating to a dielectric medium, or to the 
transmission of electricity without conduction. 

1863 Atkinson tr. GanoCs Physics (1886) 685 The action is 
..analogous to that of the pole of a magneton a piece of 
soft iron; and Faraday called it dielectric polarisation . 
2881 Macfarlane in Nature No. 620. 46s By the dielectric 
strength of a substance I mean the ratio of the difference of 
potential required to pass a spark through air under the 
same conditions. x88x A ikeitaeum 5 Feb. 203/2 [A paper on] 
‘Dielectric Capacity of Liquids’, by Dr. Hopkinson. 
Dielectrically, adv. [f. prec. 4 -al 4 -ly 2.] 
In a dielectric manner ; by dielectric action. 

188s A thenseum 16 Apr. 529/3 On the Internal Forces of 
Magnetized and Dielectrically Polarized Bodies. 

Diem [L. — day],, in phr. per diem : see Per. 

II Bienceplialon (d3i t ense*faVn). Anat. [mod. 
L., f. Gr. hi-, Sta- through (Dl- 8) 4 kynetpaXov 
brain : see Encephalon. Representing Ger. zwi- 
schenhim.l The middle brain ; that division of 
the brain between the mesencephalon and prosen- 
cephalon ; also called Deutencephalon or Thalam- 
encephalon. Hence Diencepha*lic a., pertaining 
to the diencephalon. 

1883 Syd. Soc. Lex., Diencephalon. 

Dieng, obs. form of dying: see Die v. 
f Biennial, a. Obs. rare “ °. - Biennial. 

1656 Blount Glossogr., Diennial \ of or pertaining to two 
years. 

Diep(e, obs. form of Deep. 

Bier (doror). rare. Also 6 dyer. [f. Die v . 1 
4 -er *.] One who dies ; one who suffers, or is 
liable to, death. 

1570 Piththy Note to Papists (1862), Many sundry deaths 
doo bring the dyers endles shame. 2638 Suckling Bren - 
noralt 1. 1, Dead, as I live; Well, goe thy wayes, for a quiet 
drinker and dier. 1887 Jessopp in 19 th Cent. Dec. 839 

* I suppose I am a dier she said. . ‘ I used to think I should 
never die 

Dier, obs. form of Dear, Deer, Dyer. 
Dieresis, dieretic, var. Diuresis, -etic. 

!i Dies (dai-fz). The Latin word for ‘day’; 
used in certain phrases. 

a. Dies irse, * day of wrath \ the first words, and hence 
the name, of a Latin hymn on the Last Judgement ascribed 
to Thomas of Celano ( c 1250). 

b. Dies non - (short for dies non juridicus), in Law, a day 
on which no legal business is transacted, or which is not 
reckoned in counting days for some particular purpose. 
Also in other legal phrases : see quot. 1848. 

1607-72 Cowell Interpr., Dies.. A legal day, and that is 
of two sorts, 1. Dies Juridicus , and 2. Dies ?ton Juridicus. 
Dies Juridici are all dayes. .given in Term to the Parties 
in Court, Dies non Juridici are all Sundayes in the year, 
besides, in the several Terms particular dayes. 1805 Scott 
Last Minstr. vi. xxx, And far the echoing aisles prolong 
The awful burthen of the song,— Dies irae, dies ilia, Solvet 
saeclum in favilla. 1825 Hone Every-day Bk. 1 . 156 A Sun- 
day. .is a dies non , or no day in law. 1848 Wharton Law 
Lex., Dies amoris (the day of love), the appearance day of 
the Term on the fourth day, or quarto die post. It was the 
day given by the favour and indulgence of the court to the 
defendant for his appearance, when all parties appeared in 
court, and had their appearance recorded by the proper 
officer. Dies datus , the day of respite given to a defendant. 
. . Dies juridicus, a court day. . . Dies non juridicus , not 
a court day. i860 Thackeray Round. Papers (1863) 196 
The idea (dies irae /) of discovery must haunt many a man. 
1887 Ruskin Praeterita II. 213 Men have been curiously 
judging themselves by always calling the day they expected, 
‘Dies Irse \ instead of ‘ Dies Amoris 

II Diesis (dsresis). . PL dieses (-fz). [a.L. 

diesis, Gr. Steens a quarter-tone, lit. a sending 
through or apart, f. bClivat to send through, f. 5td 
through 4 tivai to send.] 

X. Mus. a. In ancient Greek music, a name given 
to several different intervals smaller than a tone ; 
esp. the Pythagorean semitone, equal to the differ- 
ence between two major tones and a perfect fourth 
(ratio 243 : 2 56). b. In modem music, the interval 
equal to the difference between three major thirds 
and an octave, or between the chromatic and dia- 
tonic semitones (ratio 125:128); usually called 
enharmonic diesis. 

1398 Trevisk Barth. De P. R. xix. cxxxl (1495) 941 Diesis 
is the space and doynge of melodye and chaungynge out of 
one sowne in to a nother. 1597 Morley Introd. Mm, 
Annot., Diesis is the halfe of the lesse halfe note. 1694 
Holder Harmony (1731) 121 The. Ditone, made by these 
two Degrees, is too much by a Diesis (128 to 125). a 1734 
North Lives ( 1826) II. 210 He makes great ado about divid- 
ing tones major, tones minor, dieses and commas. 1867 
M acfarren Hartnony i. 8 The effect of the Enharmonic diesis 
is employed by no means rarely in . .musical performances. 

2. Printing. The sign $ } usually called ‘ double 
dagger *. 

[Formerly used to denote a diesis in Music: cf. 1727-^1 
Chambers Cycl. s.v., ‘The chromatic, or double diesis, 
denoted by a double cross.’ In French, the sign of the 

* sharp ’ $ is called diese.] 

1706 Phillips (ed. Kersey), Diesis . . among Printers it is 
taken for a Mark, otherwise call’d a Double-dagger %. 
1874 Knight Diet. Mech. I. 701 /i Diesis (Printing), the 
double dagger (J), a reference-mark. 

Diet (dai*et), sb. 1 Forms: 3-6 diet©, (5 diat, 
dyette, 5-6 dyete, diette), 5-8 dyet, (6 diot, 
dyot, dyat, dieat, dyeat), 5- diet. [a. OF. diete 
(13th c. in Hatz.-Darm.), = Sp., Pg., and It dieta, 
ad. L. diseta (in med.L. dieta), a. Gr. diaira ‘ mode 


of life \ ' (Supposed to be connected with {acw 
to live : see Meyer Gr. Gram. § 261.)] 
f 1 . Course of life ; way of living or thinking. 

Of the same diet , of a different diet , both of a diet, Le. sort 
or kind. 

c 1400 Beryn 1431 Ech day our diete Shall be mery & solase, 
& this shall be for^ete. 1567 Triall Treas. (1850) 31 Behold 
howe a lie can please some folkes diet 1 1612-5 Bp. Hall 
Contempt., O. T. x. ii, Either this was the Sonne himselfe, 
or else one. .of the same diet. Ibid. x iv. vi, Worldly mindes 
think no man can bee of any other then their owne dyet. 
1618 — Serin, v. 104 Francis of Assise and he were both of 
a diet, a 1656 — Rent. Wks. (1660) 255 The minds of 
men may be of a different diet. 

2 . esp. Customary course of living as to food: 
way of feeding. 

c 1386 Chaucer Pard. T, 188 He wolde been the moore 
mesurable Of his diete sittynge at his table, c 1470 
Henry Wallace iv. 333 Off dyet fayr Wallace tuk neuer 
kepe; Bot as it come, welcum was. meit and sleip. 1531 
Elyot Gov. i.xiii, He wyll . . enquire what skyll he hath 
in feedyng, called diete, and kepyng of his hauke from 
all sickenes. 1635 N. Carpenter Geog. Del. n. xv. 259 
Scarcity inuites the mountaine dwellers to a more sparing 
and wholesome diet. 1774 J. Bryant My that. II. 261 He 
brought mankind from their foul and savage way of feed- 
ing to a more mild and rational diet. 1838 Prescott Perd. 
$ Is. (1846) II. v. 360 He maintained the same abstemious 
diet amidst all the luxuries of his table. 1866. Livingstone 
Last Jmt, 23 Dec. (1873) I. vii, 162 A meat diet is far from 
satisfying. 

3 . Prescribed course of food, restricted in kind or 
limited in quantity, esp. for medical or penal rea- 
sons; regimen. Hence to put to a diet (F. mettre 
a la diete), to keep or take diet (F. observer une 
diete). 

c 1386 Chaucer Nun’s Pr. T. 18 N o deyn tee morsel passed 
thurgh hir throte. . Attempree diete was al hir phisik. c 1400 
Lai franc’s Cirurg. 72 ]?e firste tretis is of gouernaunce & 
diete of men J>at ben woundid. c 1440 Gesta Rom. xix. 334 
(Add. MS.), There was a man-sleer taken, and put into 
prison, and put to his diete. 1495 Act xx Hen. VII, c. 2 § t 
He to be sette. .in Stokkis by the space of vj daies with like 
diete as is before reherced. a 1532 Ld. Bernf.rs Gold. Bk, 
M. Aurel. 11546) M vij b, The ydeotte kepeth diete from 
bookes and resteth on his meate. 1591 Shaks. Two Gent, 
n. i. 25 To fast, like one that takes diet. 1603 — Meets, for 
M. 11. i. 1 16 Past cure of the thing you wot of, vnlesse they 
kept very good diet. 1655 Moufet & Bennet Health's 
Improvem. (1746) 68, I define Diet . , to be an orderly and 
due Course observed in the Use of bodily Nourishments. 
a 1735 Arbuthnot John Bull Postscr.. Swift's Wks. 1751 
VI. 166 He . . by Diet, Purging, Vomiting, and Bleeding, 
tried to bring them to equal Bulk. 2741 Johnson L. P., 
Morin, To preach diet and abstinence to his patients. 1841 
Elphinstonr Hist, Ind. I. 455 They rely most on diet and 
regimen, and next, on external applications. 

4 . Food; the provisions or victuals in daily use, 
viewed as a collective whole, especially in relation 
to their quality and effects. 

a 1225 Ancr. R. 112 VnderstondecS, hwuc was his diete pet 
dei, iSen ilke blodletunge ! So baluhful Sc so bitter 1 1398 
Trevisa Barth. De P. R. vii. I v. (1495) .268 In chyldera the 
vryne is thycke by cause of gleymy diete. c 1420 Anturs 
ofArth. xv, With alle dayntethis on dese, thi dietis are di^te. 
c 1555 Harpsfikld Divorce Hen, VIII (18781 202 Kept in 
prison with coarse and thin diet. 1579 Lyly Euphues (Arb.) 
129 That the babe be.. not fedde with counterfaite dyet. 
a 3682 Sir T. Browne Tracts (1684) 17 The Athletick Diet 
was of Pulse. 1718 Lady M. W. Montagu Let. to Ctess 
Bristol (1887)1. 241 Herbs or roots (without oil' and plain 
dry bread. That is their lenten diet. 1856 Kane A ret. 
Exit. II. xiv. 144 The dogs were too much distended by 
their abundant diet to move. x868 Gladstone Juv. Mundi 
v. (1870) 128 Nay, even a change of diet confronts us . . the 
ox ceases to be used as food. 

b. jdg. 1579 Gosson Sch. Abuse ( Arb.) 41 Yet are they 
[plays] not fit for euery mans dyet. _ 1823 Lamb Elia Ser. n. 
Some Sonnets of Sydney, A thin diet ofdainty words. 

+ 5 . An allowance or provision ol food. Obs. 

1533 Ord. Hen. VIII in Ellis Orig. Lett. Ser. 1. II. 30 We 
. . commaunde you to alloue dailly from hensforth unto, . the 
Lady Lucye .. the dyat and fare herafter ensuyng. x6n 
Bible Jer. lii. 34 And for his diet, there was a continuall 
diet [Coverd. lyuynge] giuen him .. euery day a portion 
[Cov. a certayne thinge alowed him]. 1663 Evelyn Diary 
20 Aug., It was said it should be the last of the public diets 
or tables at Court. 1671 F. Phillips Reg. Necess. 370 The 
young Lords or Nobility had a constant Table or dyet in 
the Court. 

f b. Board. Obs. exc. Hist. 

1455 Rolls of Parlt. 293 The said Prince shall sojome and 
be at diettez with the Kyng. # 1596 Shaks. i Hen. IV, hi. 
iii. 84 You owe M oney here besides. Sir John, for your Dyet. 
x6o2 — Ham. 1. i. 99 Young Fortinbras . . Hath . . Shark’d 
vp a List of La wlesse Resolutes, For Foode and Diet. 
1621-51 Burton Anat. Mel. 1. ii. in. xv, He shall have . . 
ten pound per annum, and his diet. 1645 Evelyn Mem. 
(1857) I. 204 Here many of the merchants.. have their lodg- 
ing and diet as in a College. 179a Chipman Amer. Law 
Rep. (1871) 27 The bond was taken for the prisoner's . . diet 
and to secure the gaoler's fees. 1878 Simpson Sch. Shaks. 
I. 74 The king . . gave him 3,000 ducats more, besides the 
daily expenses of his lodging and diet. 

d 6. Allowance for the expenses of living. Obs. 

a 1483 Liber Niger in Homeh. Ord. 24 This must cause 
her comyn diette to be the more for the high estate of her 
proper person. 1535 Act 27 Hen. VIII , c. 27 Suche like 
diettes, rewardes, profites and commodities . . for their attend- 
ance vpon the saide Chauncellour. c 1540 Bp. Bonner in 
Wyatts Poems Pref. (1854) 41 If he were a good husband, 
the diets of iiij marks would find his house . . after a far other 
sort than it is kept. 1551 Sir R. Moryson Lett . to Cecil 
Jan. 20 (Reed. Off.) Is my land so increast sins my cummyng 
out.. that men do thynke I mayserue the Kyng without 
my dyettes? 1651 Hobbes Leviatk. n. xxiv. 236 Common* 


DIET. 


DIETAL, 


wealths 'can endure no diet; seeing their expense Js not 
limited by their own appetite, but by external accidents. 
[1885 R. W. Dixon Hist. Ck. Eng \ (1893) III. xix. 338 The 
allowances of the ambassador, or, as they were called, his 
diets, Were ever unpaid.] * 

7 ., Comb.* as .diet-lag, - list , - money ; also diet- 
bread, special bread prepared for invalids or per- 
sons under dietetic regimen ; diet-kitchen (see 
duot.) ; f diet-pot, a pot by which to, measure 
diet-drink; f diet-wood (see quot.). Also Diet- 
HOOK, -DRINK. 

1669 W. Simpson Hydro! Chyni. x 62 Heaps of plants by 
some physicians are ordered to stuff *diet-bags withal. 
*617 Collins Def. Bp. Ely 11. ix. 357 To feede them with 
such dirt for *diet-bread« 1824 Miss Mitfqrd Village 
Scr. 1. 1 1 863) 223 Drinking her green tea, eating her diet- 
bread, begging her gowns. 1880 Webster Supply *Diet- 
kitchen, a charitable establishment which provides proper 
food for the helpless poor. 185$ Kane A ret. E.rph 1 . L 19 
A very moderate supply of liquors . . made up the *diet-Iist. 
*5x9 Sir T. Boleyn in Ellis Orig. Lett. Ser. 1. 1 , x6x Send 
me such *dyett-money as shall best please your Grace. 1551 
Sir R. Moryson Lett, to Cecil Jan. 7, I mervayl my dieat 
hiony cummith not. 1727 A. Hamilton New Ace. E. Ind. 
I. vii, 74 Allow them as much Diet money as their own 
Soldiers receive. 16x2 Woodall Siirg. Mate Wks. ('1653) 
23 The *Dyet Pot is not alone to be used in cases of dyet 
drink. 1568 Turner Herbal m. 34 Guiacum . . Some call it 
the 'Diet woode because they that kepe a diet for the French 
poxe . . most commonly drinke the broth of this woode. 

Diet (daret)* sbfi [ad. med.L, dieta in , same 
senses, oir a. F. dibit in sensed (Cotgr. 1611) : cf. 
also It. dieta 1 He parliament or generall assembly 
of estates* (Florio, 1598), Sp. dieta the (Germanic) 
diet, 

, Med.L. dieta had the various senses ‘day’s journey ‘day’s 
work’, ‘day’s wage*, ‘space of a day’, as well as that of 
‘ assembly, meeting of councillors, diet of the empire The 

same senses, more or less, are (or have been) expressed by 
Ger. tag, and F, day. Ditto, has therefore been 

viewed as a simple derivative of L. dies day, distinct 
from diseta, Gr Mat ra, Diet.t&. 1 . But it seems more likely 
that one or other of the senses developed from diseta was 
associated with dies, and led to the application of the word 
to other uses arisingdireetly from dies. One of the senses 
given by Du Cange is ‘the ordinary course of the church ’ : 
this seems naturally transferred from Maira, diseta, in the 
sense ‘ ordinary or prescribed course of life which might 
he understood to mean * daily office’, and so lead to the 
use of dieta for other daily courses, duties, or occasions.] 
ft. A day’s journey; * an excursion, a journey* 
(J amleson). Oh. chiefly Sc. (So F. jour nee ) 

[c 1290 Fleta tv. xxviii. § 13 (Du Cange; Omnis rationabflis 
dieta constat ex 20 miliaribus.] r 1440 Gesta Rom. xix. 67 
(Harl. MS.) Also how many daies iourneys. . . This terme or 
this dyet, is not ellis but the terme of thi lyfe. c 1565 
Lindesay (Pitscottie) Chron.Scotf 1814) 212 (Jam.) Sum of 
the conspiratouris, who hard tell of the kingis dyett, followed 
fast to Leith eftir him. 1609 Skene Reg. Maj. 143 Twa or 
thrie gude men of the Gilde sail travell with him for twa 
dyets. a 1651 Calderwood Hist. Kirk (1678) 243 (Jam.) 
The king, .pray eth him to waken up all men to attend his 
coming . . for his diet would be sooner perhaps than was 
looked for. 

+ 2 . A day’s work. Sc. Oh. (So F .journiel) 

. 1494 Ld. Treas. Accts. Scot. I. 246 Item, to Thome Red 
and Jhone of Schipe, for vj diet at the wod, vj s. 

3 . Sc. A day fixed for a particular meeting or 
assembly ; an appointed date or time. b. spec. 
The day on which a party in a civil or criminal 
process Is cited to appear in court. More fully 
Diet of appearance, compearance. (So OF .journle.) 

1568 Satir. Poems Reform, xlvii. 80 Gif he cumis nocht 
thair, I wald we tuke, To keip oure dyet, Maister Dauid 
Makgill. X640-X Kirkcudbr. War Comm. Min. Bk. (1853) 
93' To compeir befoire the said Committie of Estaites . . and 
that to anie day or diet the said Comimssares or Collectores 
shall pleis to charge thame to. 1692 Will. III. Jnstr. to 
Sir F. Livingston 16 Jan. {Highland Pa., Haiti. Cl. 1845) 
Those who have not taken the benefit of our indemnity 
within the diet prefixt by our proclamation. 1708. J . 
Cjiamberlayne St. Gt. Brit. n. w. vi. (17431 391 Having 
obtained a Dyet, i. e. a set day for his publick trial. 1752 
Louthian Form of Process (ed. 2)9 All the Diets of Court arc 
peremptory, x8xo Act 50 Geo. Ill, c. ti2 § 27 In actions at 
present requiring two diets of appearance against persons 
within Scotland, there shall be only one diet of twenty-seven 
days. 1823 Symson Descr. Galloway 2 6 (Jam ) A market 
for good fat kine [is] kept on the Friday , .this market being 
ruled by the dyets of the nolt-market of Wigton. 
f c. Date, day of date. Oh. 

1588 A. King tr. Canisius ' Catec/i. 9 To raise [= erase] the 
drett off an instrumente. 

4 . Se. A session or sitting of a court or other body 
©n an appointed, ■ day ; a single session of any 
assembly occupying a day Or part 6f one. 

,1587 Sc. Acts fas. VI {x 599) § 82 Called, .before the justice 
Qr his deputes at Justice aires, or particular diettes. 1637 
GiLLEsriE Eng. Pop. Cerem. m. i. 13 At the diets of weekly 
and ordinary, preaching. 1643 Row Hist. Kirk (1842) p. xxi, 
I attendit many dayes and fiyetts, and in end . . a decreit 
was gifine thereupon. 1854 Phemze Millar II . 21 He’s put 
oh his Sabbath day claes. .and sat out the haill , diet. 1834 
B. Miller Sch. fy 'Schm. iii. (1857)48 , 1 began to dole out to 
them by the h6ur and the diet, long extempore biographies. 
*876 Grant Burgh Sck. Scoil. n. iv. 147 In the week pre- 
ceding, the classes shall be tried at two different diets by 
examiners appointed by the town Council. 1894 Crockett 
Raiders 25 Who met statedly for their diets of worship at 
Springholm. 

b. To call the diet : to call the parties to an 
action in court on the appointed day.. To desert 
the diet : see Desert v. 4. 
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3753 Scots Mag. Sept. 469 fx The diet was deserted as to 
Cameron. 2830 Blackik JEschylus I. 2x7 Herald, proclaim 
the diet, and command The people to attention 1 . 1893 Daily 
Ntivs22»T>dc.'if4 Outlawry is a sentence pronounced in the 
Supreme Criminal Court of Scotland in the absence of the 
accused at the calling of the diet, that is, the day on which 
he is summoned to appear and stand his trial. 

5 . A meeting by formal appointment for con- 
ference or transaction of national or international 
business ; a conference, congress, convention. (In 
later use generally influenced by b.) (So OF. 
journlei) 

c 1450 Holland Hozviai 280 Thai counsall the Pape to 
•writ in this wyss To the Athile Empriour . . To adress to 
that dyet, to deme his awyss. 147X in Rymer State Papers 
717 It is . Appointed ... that the Twenty fourth Day of 
September next comeyng, at the Towne of Alnewyke, 
shall be kept a Dyet, by the grete Commissioners of both 
Landes, for Reforming of the said Wrongs and Injuries. 
1494 Fabyan Citron, vii. 453 A daye of dyet was atwene 
the two kynges [of England and France] appoyntyd. Ibid. 
611 After Easter was a daye of diot nold'en bytwene 
Grauenynge and Calays, for the matyers touchynge the 
kynge and the duke of JBurgoyne. 1398 Hakluyt Voy. 1 . 35 6 
There was demaundedin the first dyet or convention holden 
at Dordract, a recompense at the handesof the sayd English 
ambassadors. 1600 Holland Livy xxxv. xxv. 902 The 
Achaeans .. published ■ a Diet and generall Counsell at 
Sicyone. 1879 Fuoude Caesar xiv. 209 A diet of chiefs was 
held under Caesar's presidency. 

b. spec. Applied to the regular meeting of the 
estates of a realm or confederation ; hence also 
collectively to the estates or representatives so 
meeting (cf. Congress). The English name (from 
end of the 1 6th c.) of the former Reichstag of the 
(German) Roman Empire, and of the federal or 
national assemblies of Switzerland, Poland, 
Hungary, etc. ; later of the Bundestag of the 
Germanic Confederation (1 81 5-66 ) ; applied also 
to the existing Reichstag or Imperial Parliament 
of the Austro-Hungarian and German Empires, 
and the Lcthdtag or local parliament of their 
constituent states, and sometimes to the parlia- 
mentary assemblies of other states of Eastern 
Europe, of Japan, etc. 

1565 T. Stapleton Fortr. Faith 140 a, They haue had 
diets and assembles in Germany by the force and procure- 
ment of the Cathalike Emperours. 1586 T. B. La Primaud. 
Fr. Acad. 632 In Switzerland, .if any greate matter fall out, 
that is common to all the leagues, they hold their generall 
councell, called a Journey, or a Diet. x6xx Speed Hist. 
Gt. Brit. ix. vii. § 48 At an assembly or dyet, where 
the greatest Princes and States of the Empire were in 
person. 1656 Blount Glossogr., Diet Jdiaeta) in Germany 
it is the same thing as a Parliament in England, a great 
Assembly or Council of the States and Princes of the Empire. 
x68j Dbyden Hind <§• Panther it. 407 Thus would your 
Polish Diet disagree, And end, as it began, in anarchy. 
1698 bond. Gaz. No. 3377/2 Several Deputies from the Pala- 
tinates in Lithuania . . seem very desirous of a Dyet on 
Horseback. 1709 Steele Tatter No. 21 T xg To assist at 
the Diet of the States of Hungary. 1756-7 Keysler’s Trav. 
(1760) IV. 422 Possibly a few of the most powerful princes 
might find their account in the dissolution of the diet. 1814 
tr. Klaproth's Trav. 66 The Poles assembled at the diet, 
held in 1573 ^ or the election of a new sovereign. 1838 
Penny CycL XI. 192/2 The three colleges formed the diet 
of the empire, whose ordinary meetings were formerly 
summoned by the emperors twice a year. Ibid. 191/1 The 
central, point and organ of the present Germanic Con-, 
federation is the Federative Diet, which sits at Frankfort 
on the Main. 1838 Murray's , Handbk. N. Germ. 446 The 
Diet meets to deliberate .. . in the building, formerly the 
palace of the Prince of Thurn and Taxis. 1849 Macaulay 
Hist. Eng. I. 261 The meeting at Oxford resembled rather 
that of a Polish diet than that of an English parliament.- 
X87X OutLMod. Geog. 68 F rankfurt-on-the-Main, formerly 
a free city and seat of the Germanic Diet. 1895 Times 
(Weekly Ed.) 29 Mar. x/4 The Japanese Diet was closed 
on Wednesday. Ibid. 2/4 The Lower House of the Prussian 
Diet authorized its President to convey its_ congratulations 
to Prince Bismarck. Ibid. There is ... no intention of dis- 
solving the Imperial Diet. 

8. The metal scraped or cut from gold and silver 
plate assayed day by day at the Mint, and retained 
for the purpose of trial. 

1700-1 Act 12-13 Witt. I IT, q. 4 § 4 It shall, .he lawfull to 
detain Eight' Grains only from every Pound Troy of Silver 
he shall assay, Four Grains whereof shall be put into the 
Box of Dyett. Ibid. § 5 That the Box or Boxes wherein 
the Diet of all such Plate as shall be tryed by the Assayers 
aforesaid shall be locked up with Three different Locks.. 
And the said Diet therein contained shall be tryed as the Pix 
of the Coin of this Kingdom is tryed. 1772-3 Act 13 Geo. Ill \ 
c. 52§ 6. 1883 Roberts & Hill in Encycl. Brit. (ed.9)XVI. 
491/2 Another operation., performed in the mint is the assay 
of the ‘diet’ or metal scraped from the gold, and silver plate- 
manufactured at Sheffield and Birmingham. 1889 19/A Rep. 
Deputy-Master of Mint 53 These diets, consisting of scrap- 
ings from gold and silver wares which have been hall-marked 
at the Assay ''Nfd- f’-.Nf; 

. b. attrih. as diet-box./ 

1835 P. Kelly Unit). Cambist i,,(ed. 2)2x9 The cuttings 
and scrapings of the articles assayed., are kept in what Is 
palled the Diet-box, in order to be melted into a mass and 
proved like the Pix, before the proper officers. 

Di*et, v. Forms: 4 dijete, 5 diete, dyatt, 
5-7 dyet, 6 diate, 7 dyat, diett, diot, 5- diet, 
[a. OF. diete-rto feed, order the diet of (Godef.), ,f. 
diete Diet rii.i : cf. med.L. disstare to live accord- 
ing to a certain plan (a 1087 in, Du Cange)* f. 
dimta.] ... K: 


I. tram. . ' ' ' 

1 . To ieed; e sp. in a particular way, or with speci- 
fied kinds of food ; to put (a person) to a specified 
diet, 

1362 Langl. P. PI. A. vii. 255 And 31 f J?ou di^ete }»e J>us 
I dar legge bo)?e myn Eres, ]?at Fisyk schal his Forred hod, 
for his foode sulle. 0x400 Lanfrands Cirnrg. 98 Voide 
him a litil and diete him with colde metis and stiptik, 1483 
Catk. Angl. 99 To Diet, diet are. 1535 Coverdale Ecchus. 
xxxvii. 34 He that dyeteth him self temperatly prolongeth 
his life. 1583 Stanyhurst AS nets m. (Arb.) gt Myself 
I dieted with sloas. 1653 Moufet & Bennet Healths 
Intprov. (1746) 69 He that taught Abel how to diet Sheep. 
1667 Milton P. L. ix. 803 Dieted by thee I grow mature 
In knowledge as the Gods who all • things know. 1742 
Fielding J. Andrews 11. xvii,. He diets them with all the 
dainty food of holiness. x86o Emerson Cond. Life, Consid. 
Wks. (Bohn 1 II. 425 It makes no_ difference, in looking hack 
five years, how you have been dieted and dressed. 

■fb. (predicated, of the food). Ob s. 

1638 Sir T. Herbert Trav. (ed. 2) 17 Dead Whales, Seales, 
Pengwins, grease or raw Puddings diet them. 

e. Jig. 

xfioz Warner Alb. Eng. Epit. (1612) 375 Only bi.s golden 
thoughts would not be worser Pwted than with a Diademe. 
x6xx Shak s.-Cymb. in. iv. 183 Thou art all the comfort 
The Gods will diet me with. 1670 Eachard Coni. Clergy 6 
You diet him with nothing but with rules and exceptions. 
x8x6 Coleridge Lay Serin. 327 That vast company, .whose 
heads and hearts are dieted at the two public ordinaries of 
literature, the circulating libraries, and the periodical press. 

2 . To fix, prescribe, or regulate the food of (a 
person, etc.) in nature or quantity, for a purpose, 
a. spec . as a regimen of health. 

c 1400 Lanfranc's Cirurg. 213, I dietide him as a man 
pat hadde a fever agu. 1533 Bellenden Livy v. (X822) 
400 Eftir that the sick man has sufferit himself to be 
diet fra metis and drinkis. 1590 Shaks. Com. Err. v. i. 
99, I will attend my husband, be his nurse, Diet his sick- 
nesse. 1641 Milton Animadv . (1851) 188 You are not 
dieted, nor your loynes girt for spirituall valour. 1768 Fo< >tk 
Devil on 2 Sticks 111. Wks. 1799 IL 275 Full power, .to pill 
: . diet . . and poultice all persons. 1849 A. Vaughan 
in Brit. Q. Rev. May 312 Goethe .. having dieted himself 
for hard work, was busy at Weimar with bis * Faust’. 
fig. 1647 N. Bacon Disc. Govt. Eng. 1. lxxi. ( 1739) 188 These 
must be purged by dieting the State. 1705 Hickeringill 
Priest-cr. n. iv. 44 The Archbishopric of York and .. the 
Bishopric of Ely (being both of them thought needlessly gross) 
. . were dieted, some say, pinch’d and impaired too much, 
b. as a punishment, etc. 

1530 Tindai.e Pratt. Prelates Wks. (Parker Soc.) II. 348 
After they had dieted and tormented hipn. 1712 Addison 
Sped. No. 440 P 6 The President immediately ordered him 
to be . . dieted with Water-gruel, till such time as he should 
be sufficiently weakened for Conversation. 1862 Burton 
Bk. Hunter (1863) 12 The simple privilege of locking him 
up, dieting him [etc.]. 

1 3 . fig. To order, regulate. Oh. rare. 

1576 Woolton Chr. Manual (Parker Soc.) 125 In dieting 
all our words and works to his honour and glory. 

4 . To provide with daily meals ; to board. 

1635 J. Sadler in Vemey Papers (x 853) 160 His men maye 
. .be taken of his hande and dyated for theyre worke for the 
first jeare. at66x Fuller Worthies (1840) II. 362 Tower 
prisoners were not dieted on their own, but on the king’s 
charges, a 1713 Ellwood Autobiog. (1714) 235, 1 . .was dieted 
in the House of a Friendly Man. 1732 Acc. Workhouses xxx 
We have 20 men and women . . lodg’d and dieted here. 1778 
Eng. Gazetteer (ed. 2) s. v. Tkingdon, A charity-school for 
20 girls, who are cloathed, lodged, and dieted. 

II. intr. 

5 . To take one’s ordinary food, or irieals; to 
feed (on). 

1566 Drant Horace Sat. Hi. Div, Haste thou a frende 
that dyets harde ? x6oo J. Pory tr. Leo's A frica 1.23 Where 
the Canons live togither, they go each man to diet at his 
owne, house. 1647 Fuller Good Th. in Worse 7V(i84i)xi8 
At what ordinary, or rather extraordinary do they diet? 
a 1734 North Lives I. 102 He kept no house in town, but 
ordinarily dieted in the Temple. 1791 CowpeR Iliad xx iv. 
522 Neither worm, which diets on the . brave In battle fall’n, 
hath eaten him, or taint Invaded. 1843 Carlyle Past <$• 
Pr. n. xv. (1845) 150 Those four-and -twenty young bloods 
dieted all that day with the Lord Abbot. 

b. To board (with a person, at, in a house, etc.). 
1581 L. Aldersey in Hakluyt Voy. (1589) 18 x There we 
lay and dieted of free cost. 16x7 Moryson l tin. 1. in. h 205 
They were to diet at the Carriers charge. 1656 J. Hammond 
Leah 4- R. (1844' 15 To dyet and quarter in another mans 
house. . 1703 Thoresby Diary I. 411 We lodged and 
dieted with him at Mr. Lamplugh’s. 1802. Chron. in Ann. 
Reg. 370/2 A young man . . who dieted and lodged in the 
house, has been apprehended on suspicion. : 

8. To regulate oneself as to diet ; to eat according 
to prescribed rules, i.e. as to the kind of food, the 
quantity and time Of eating, and the like. 

1660 Stanley Hist. Philos, ix. (ijox) 348/2 He first taught 
Wrestlers .. to diet with ftesh. 1749 Wesli thrAcd. School 
5 They diet thus : Breakfast, Milk-porridge and Water- 
gruel, hy Turns. x8p3 Strand Mag. VI. 21 5/1 She dieted 
as carefully as if she had heeii a dyspeptic in ruins. 

Hence Di*eted ppl. a., subjected to a regimen 
of diet.. , , . . . , 

1605 Bacon A dv. Learn. 1. IL § 3 There will bee seldome 
vse of .. Phisicke in a sound or well dieted bodie. 1655 
Moufet & Bennet Health's, Intpr. (1746)' 7 5 , (die Heads 
have made these addle Proverbs ; x. Dieted Bodies are but 
Bridges to Physicians Minds. 

Bietal (doi^-tal), a. [f. med.L. dieta Diet sb . 2 
-K-AL.] Of or belonging to a diet. 

1885 Lowe Bismarck II. App. B. 568 Until the putting in 
execution ,of. the consequent Dietal decree, this port [Is] tp. 
be made use of by the ships of war of ;hoth, Powers. 


BIETABIAH. 

Bietarian (daijete&'rian), a. and sb. rare — 

[f. as next + -an.] (See quot.) 

1880 Webster S'uppl.,. Dietarian, tnt who lives in ac- 
cordance with prescribed rules for diet ; dieter. 

Dietary (daretari), sb. and a. Also 5 diatorie, 
[ad. L. dixtari-us, in med.L. dietari-us adj. and 
sb., also dieidrium sb., in various applications, f. 
L. dixta, dicta ; see Diet ^.1 and and -ary.] 

A. sb. 

1. A course of diet prescribed or marked out ; 
a book or treatise prescribing such a course. 

> C1430 A Diatorie in Babees Bk. (1868) 54 To be rulid 
bi hi® diatorie do Jri diligence, For it techib good diete 
& good gouernaunce. 1542 Boorde (title), A Compendyous 
Regyment or a Dyetary of Helth. — (1870) 231 Here 
foloweth the dyetary or the regyment of helth. 1570 Levins 
Manip. 204/1 A Dietarie, dietarium, 1860-1 Flo. Night- 
ingale Nursing 52 Careful observation of the sick is the 
only clue to the best dietary. 

fig. 1879 G. M eredith Egoist iv. (1889) 26 Patience . . is 
a composing but a lean Dietary. 

2 . An allowance and regulation of food, as for 
the inmates of a hospital, workhouse, or prison. 

2838 Dickens, 0 . Twist ii, Do I understand that he asked 
for more, after he had eaten the supper allot ted by the dietary? 
1861 Wynter Soc. Bees 202 It is clear, then, that the pre- 
valent sea-dietary is a degrading dietary ; it is deficient in 
the albumen, the soluble phosphates . . necessary to sustain 
vigorous life. 1884 Daily News 19 Dec. 3/3 The introduction 
of fish dinners into the workhouse dietaries appears .. to 
have been eminently successful. 

B. adj. Of or pertaining to diet, of the nature of 
a diet. to. Of or belonging to a dietary. 

1614 W. B. Philosopher* s Banquet (ed. 2) 19 There are 
dietary times and hours. 1635 Moufet & Bennkt Healths 
Improv. (1746) 71 Albeit there lived no dietary Physicians 
before the Flood. 1844 Disraeli Conmgshy in. iii, Lord 
Henry would not listen to statistics, dietary tables. 1863 
Hawthorne Our Old Home 11879' 208 The ancient fishing- 
ponds . . of vast dietary importance to the family. 1889 
J. Barr in Times p Mar. 16/1 Dietary punishment.. inflicted 
for breaches of prison discipline. 

Dret-book. [f. Diet sb)- and 2 .] 

+ 1 . A journal or diary. Obs. 

1624 Epistle Christian Brother 25 (J am.) It is a diet- 
booke, wherein the sinnes of everie day are written. 

2 . A book in which a course of diet is laid down. 
1651 Wittie tr. Primrose's Pop. Err. m. 130 Lessius. .in 
his Eloquent Diet-booke, hath so endeavoured to mete out 
every mans course of Diet, that he would have twelve 
ounces to be a sufficient quantitie of meat for any man. 
Bi'et-drink. [f. Diet sb . 1 + Dkink.] A drink 
prescribed and prepared for medicinal purposes. 

1600 Rowlands Let. Humours Blood vi. 76 We gatte the 
Brewers Diet-drinke a wipe. x6ox Holland Pliny II. 317 
As for the diet drink made of cow milk . . I have written 
already in my treatise of herbs. 1693 Oliver in Phil. 
Trans. XVII. 909 A pleasant .. soft Water . . which the 
Country People use in Fevers as their ordinary Diet-drink. 
1744 Berkeley Sir is § 9 The leaves and tender tops of pine 
and fir are . . used for diet drinks. 1844-57 G. Bird Urin. 
Deposits 455 The host of apozems, diuretic decoctions, and 
diet-drinks, in which renal stimulants abound. 1854-67 
C. A. Harris Diet. Med. Terminol. 214 Diet Drink, 
a decoction of sarsaparilla and mezereon. The Lisbon diet 
drink, or compound decoction of sarsaparilla, which it re- 
sembles, is the most celebrated. 

Bi'eter- [f. Diet v. -f-ek L] now rare. a. 
One who regulates the diet of himself or others, 
f to. A feeder. Obs. 

1577 ®». Googe Heresbaclis Hush. in. (1586) 122 The best 
dyeter of horses, that ever I knewe in England. 1603 H. 
Crosse Fertile' s Commw. 11878) 147 He that feedeth but of 
one dish, liueth longer . . then those accidentally dieters . . 
that glutte themselues with euerie^ kinde artificially com- 
pounded. x6xx Shaks. Cymb. iv. ii. 51 As luno had bin 
sicke, And be her Dieter. 1617 Markham Caval . in. 25 In 
his dales of rest . . let him be his own dieter. 

Dietetic (daijetetik), a. and sb. Also 6 dia-, 
7-8 dies-, [ad. L. dixteticus, a. Gr. StairrjTiKd $ of 
or for diet, f. Biair a Diet sbA ; in F. diililiquei] 

A. adj. Of or pertaining to diet, or to the regu- 
lation ot the kind and quantity of food to be eaten, 
especially as a branch of medical science. 

1579 J. J ones Preserv. Bodie 4 Soule 1. x.vxiii. 64 Tutors 
ought to haue the knowledge of the Diatetike part of Phi* 
sicke. 1684 tr. Bonet's Merc . Compit. xvi, 562 A diastetick 
regiment extends to divers things. 1799 W. Tooke View 
Russian Emp. II. 282 Not so salutary and dietetic is the 
command which enjoins abstinence from all manner of food. 
1869 E. A. Parkes Pract. Hygiene (ed. 3) 180 The dietetic 
treatment of disease is destined to be the great work of the 
future. 1874 McCarthy Linley Rockford ix, (1878) oo, 
I think . . I would rather dine with a gourmand than with 
a dietetic reformer. ■ 

B. sb. [In sense 1, repr. L. dixteticus , the adj. 
used abs. ; in 2 repr. Gr. ij SicunjTitcf) (sc. rlyyiij) the 
dietetic art, in mod.L. dimtetica, F. diitetique (Pare 
1 6th c.) : see -ics.] 

1 . One who studies dietetics. 

1759 B, Stillingfl. tr. Linnaeus on, Travelling Misc. 
Tracts (1762) 23 The curious diaetetic, whose business it is 
to inquire into the various ways of living. 

2 . Dietetics, less usually dietetic : The part of 
medicine which relates to the regulation of diet, , 

2542 R. Copland Galyeris Terap. 2 Aj b, The parties of 
the art of Medycyne(y fc is to wyt dyetityke, pharmaceutyke, 
and cyrurgery) ... can not be seperated one fro the other. 
1720 Pope Iliad III. 208 Celsus says expressly that the 
disetetic was long after invented. 1799 European Mag. 
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247 Dietetics. ..comprise the doctrine of health. 2875 Jowett 
Plato (ed. 2) III. 283 He must go through a course of 
dietetics. x88x Med. Temp. Jrnl XLIX. 23 The former is 
a question of dietetics, the latter of therapeutics. 

t Biete’tieal, a. Obs. [f. as prec. 4 - -AL.] 
Of or pertaining to dietetics ; = Dietetic a. 

2620 Venner Via Recta (1650) 295 Divers necessary Die- 
teticall observations. 2646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep , lx, 
41 Caraqalla . . received no other counsell then to refraine 
cold drinke, which was but a dieteticall caution. 2802 
T. Beddoes Hygeia 1. 48 Many generally received maxims, 
medical and diaetetical. 2822 Lamb Elia Ser. 1. Chimney- 
Sweepers, Palates . . not uninstracted in dietetical elegancies. 

Biete*tically, adv. [f, prec. + -ly~,] In 
the way of diet or dietetics. 

a 2846 N. A mer. Rev. cited in Worcester. 2852 Fraser* s 
Mag.zL LVI. 96 Fish were formerly much used in medicine 
as well as dietetieally. 

Dietetics* sb. pi . : see Dietetic sb. 
Biete’tist. rare ~°. [f. Dietet-ic + -ist.] 

* A term applied to one who treats disease by a 
systematic course of diet.* Syd. Soc. Lex. 1883. . 
a 1846 in Dunglison (Wore.). 

Bietheue- (daite-Jun). Chem. [See Dr- 2 .] Com- 
bined with two equivalents of Etliene (C 2 H 4 ), as 
diethene-diamine. Hence Diethe *nic a., ns in 
diethcnic alcohol (G 2 H 4 ) 2 H 2 O s . 

1873 Fawned Chem. (ed. 11) 621 The first products ot this 
reaction are diethenic alcohol.. and water. 1877 Watts 
Ibid. (ed. 12) II. 272, 224. 

Biethyl (d3i|e-J>il). Chem. [f. Di- 2 + Ethyl.] 

1 . as sb, A name for the group C 4 H 10 (butyl hy- 
dride or butane), considered as a double molecule 
of the radical ethyl. 

1877 Watts F owned Chem. (ed, 12) II. 47 Normal Butane, 
Diethyl, or Methyl-propyl, occurs in natural petroleum, and 
in the distillation-products of Cannel and Boghead coal. 

2 . in Comb. Denoting two equivalents of the 
monad radical ethyl (C 2 H s ), replacing two atoms 
of hydrogen in a compound, as diethylamfcne 
NH(C 2 H a ) 2 , diethyl car binol COII - H * (C 2 H 5 ) 2 . 

1850 Daubeny Atom. Th. Vi\\ (ed. 2) 242 Diethylamine, 
in which 2 atoms of hydrogen are replaced by 2 of ethyle. 
1869 Roscoe Elem. Chem. (1874) 330 A hydrocarbon called 
diethyl or butyl hydride. Ibid. 350 Acetal is isomeric with 
diethyl glycol. 1877 Watts Fawned Chem. (ed. 12) II, 218 
Diethylamine behaves with cyanic acid like ammonia and 
ethylamine, giving rise to diethyl-urea, CHz (CxHsh N2O. 
2880 Boston Jrnl. Chem. Dec. 137/2 The monethyl and 
diethyl phosphines have been prepared. 

Bietic (dsiie-tik), a. and sb. [f. Diet sb .1 4 - 
-ic : cf. med.L. dieticus keeping a daily course.] 

A. adj. Of or pertaining to diet ; = Dietetic a. 
17x6 M. Davies Athen. Brit. III. Diss. Pkysick 39 Whence 
came the Dietick and Gymnastick Physick. Ibid. 52 This 
regular Disetick Branch of the most natural kind of Physick. 
1775 Sir E. Barry Observ. Wines 356 The best dietic rules 
for preserving health. 1883 Syd. Soc. Lex., Dietic diseases . 
diseases caused by inattention to wholesome rules of diet. 

F B. sb. A dietetic article or application. Obs. 
1659 Gauden Tears Church 397 If it be not drawn away 
by .. gentle dieticks or healing applications. — Slight 
Healers of Public Hurts (1660) 28. 

Bie'tical, a. [f. as prec. + -al.] 
f l. = Dietetic, Dietetical. Obs. 

1634 R. H. Salernes Rtgini. Pref. 3 Some violent Disease, 
which they might happily have prevented by Dieticall Ob- 
servations. 1640 Ferrand Love Melancholy 237 (T.) The 
three fountains of physick, namely, dietieal, chirurgical, 
and pharmaceutical. 1657 G. Starkey Helmont's Find. 
Ep. to Rdr., I . . oppose your Diaeticall prescriptions. 

■f2. Tafter med.L. : see Dietic.] Obs. 

2656 Blount Glossogr . , Dietieal (dieticus). keeping from 
day to day, regular. 

8 . [f. Diet sbJ] Pertaining to the Germanic Diet, 
1854 Tails Mag . XXI. 451 The Lichtenstein, sovereign 
and subject at once ; oetopartite possessor of a vote dietieal, 
Dietie, obs. form of Deity. 

Bietine (doretih). [a. F. diitine lit. * little 
diet 5 , spec, the Polish provincial diet, f. diete Diet 
sb%: see -ine,] A subordinate diet; in Polish 
Hist, a provincial diet which elected deputies for 
the national diet ; called in Polish sejmik. 

1669 Land. Gaz. No. 412/1 The King has given Power to 
the Dietine (printed -ive] of Cracovie to Assemble them- 
selves within 4 Leagues of this place. 2753 Scots Mag. 
Jan. 3/1 The nuncios of a general diet of Poland were 
chosen in August last, when disputes ran very high in 
some dietines. 1773 Gentl. Mag. XLIII. 245 The dietine 
of Lenczy was still more unruly, for there more than thirty 
of the Members were cut to pieces. 1800 W. Taylor 
in Monthly Mag. VIII. 599 This order is governed by a 
descending oligarchy, the over-ruling synod or diet deputing 
assessors to the subordinate synods or dietines. 1887 Lecky 
Eng. in 18 th C. V. xx. 545 All the Dietines ratified the new 
Constitution. 

Bieting (daretiq), vbl. sb. [f. Diet v . + -ING 1 .] 
The action of the verb Diet : a. Subjection to a 
diet or regimen, to. Taking of daily food, feeding 
(rare), f c. concr. Food (obs.). 

cx 400 Lanf rand's Cirnrg. 61 Norissche hym with dyet- 
ynge bat fatty th hym. Ibid. 72 Of dietynge of men J?at bert 
wounded. 1599 MfotjFEr] Silkivprmes 74 The dieting 
of these my spinning bands. 1641 Milton Ch. GavL u u 
Those maiden dietings and set prescriptions of. baths and 
odours, c 1829 Shelley in Bowden Life II. 25AII0W deli- 
cate the imagination becomes by dieting with antiquity day 
after day. . ; • 


DIPFEB. 

Bietist (dai-etist). [f. Diet ^.1 + -ist.] One, 
who professes or practises dietetics or some theory 
of diet. 

2607 Walkington Opt. Glass 26 Reasonable appetite^ 
the Cy nosura of the wiser dietist. 2655 Moufet & Ben net 
Health's Improv. (17461 227 Not lately devised by our 
Country Pudding-wrights, or curious SaUce-makers, as .. 
foolish Dietists have imagined. 1842 F. Paget Mi If. M ah>. 
xSx Mr. Clemmalive . . an inexorable dietist on the water- 
gruel system at the Union work-house. 

Dietrtian. rare. [prop, dietician, f. Diet jA 1 , 
after physician, politician , etc.] = prec. 

1846 Worcester, Dietitian , one skilled in diet ; a dietist, 
Qu. Rev. 

BietricMte (dPtriksit). Min . [Named 1878 
after Dietrich, a German chemist] A fibrous alum 
containing zinc and other bases. 

2882 Dana Min. App. iii. 38. 

Biety, obs. form of Deity. 

+ Bieugard(e« Obs. Also 5 dugarde, 5-6 Sc. 
dewgar(d, 7 due gard. [French (in full Died 
vous garde, in OF. dim vous gard), 1 God keep 
(you) 1 ’] The salutation i God preserve you ! ’ ; a 
polite or formal salutation ; a spoken salutation or 
word of recognition, as contrasted with a mere 
1 beck 1 or nod. 

£•2380 A ntecrisi in Todd 3 Treat. Wycljf {x2>$x) 149 Ne 
wi}? beckus ne wij? dugardes as ypocritis usen. c 2470 
Henry Wallace vi. 132 He salust thaim, as it war bcit 
in scorn ; * Dewgar, gud day, bone Sengbour, and gud 
morn ! ’ 1565 Jewel Def. Apol. (1611) 172 In the end you 
conclude, A becke is as good as a Dieugard. 1568 H, 
Charteris Pref. to Lyndesay's Warkis ij b, He_ cummis 
to the King, and efter greit dewgard & salutatkmis, _he 
makis him as thocht he war [etc.J. 1598 Florio Epist. 
Ded., So in your studies to attend, as your least becke may 
be his dieugarde, x6oo J. Melvill Diary (1842) 263 The 
cheiff commanders mak sic dewgard and curtessie. 2605 
Chapman A ll Fooles Plays 1873 I. 168 Their winckes, their 
beckes, due gard, their treads a' the toe. a 1656 Bp, Hall 
Wks. IX. 278 (D.) His master Harding could not produce 
..any vow anciently required or undertaken, whether by 
beck or Dieu-gard. 

Dieve, obs. (? dial.) form of Dive v . 

Dieve, erron. form of Deave v. to deafen, 

Diew, obs. form of Due. 

Die-wise, -work : see Die sbf 
Bif-, prefix of L. origin, being the assimilated 
form of dis- before /, as in dif-ferre, dif-fusio . In 
Romanic it became def-, which in OF. was subse- 
quently reduced to dc- ; this occasionally appears 
in Eng., as defer from L. differre , OF. defferer \ 
mod.F. deferer, defy from L. type dijjidare, it. 
diffidare , disfidare, OF. desf, deff-, defier, mod.F. 
differ. Usually, however; the Latin form of the 
prefix is used in Eng. : cf .differ, difficult, diffidence, 
diffuse. For its force, see DlS- ; it is not, like the 
latter, a living suffix. 

Difalt, Difame, Difence : see Def-. 
Bilfame, -famation, etc., etymol. form of 
Defame, -fa mat ion, etc., generally obsolete, but 
still occasionally used. 

1894 R. Bridges Feast of Bacchus iv. 1263 Diffame my 
own daughter. 

BifFarreation (difser/i^-Jbn), Horn. Antiq. 
[ad. L. dffaredtidn-em , f. Dif- + farreum a spelt- 
cake: see Confarreation.] An ancient Roman 
mode of dissolution of marriage, the undoing of 
the ceremony of confarreation. 

1623 Cockeram, Dijfarreation, a sacrifice done betwixt 
a man and his wife at a diuorcement. 2727-51 Chambers 
Cycl. s, v., Diffarreation was properly the dissolving of mar- 
riages contracted by confarreation, which were those of the 
pontifices, F estus says it was performed with a wheaten cak e. 

Diffaute, DifFeature, DtSence, -ens(e, dif- 
fend(e, etc. ; see Def-. 

BiiFer vdi-fsa), v. Also 6 dyfifer (defer), 6-7 
differre. [a. F. dijfirer ( in Froissart 14th c.), ad. L. 
dffer-rc to carry or bear apart, spread abroad, dis- 
tract, protract, delay, defer ; also intr. to tend apart 
or diversely in nature or character, to differ. The 
verb was used with both senses in F. in 14th c., and 
has continued to be so used till the present day. In 
English, it was taken first in the transitive sense, 
with stress diffe r (cf. confer, refer, prefer), which 
led at length to the transitive senses being written 
defer: see Defer v. 1 ; the intrans. use, being closely 
related in sense to different, difference, apparently 
followed these Words in Stressing the first syllable. 
(Offer, suffer, which have the same stress, have a 
distinct form in French and Romanic.) And one 
transitive use, closely associated with the intrans., 
and with different, difference, has gone with these. 
In this way L. differre, F. diffirer, ME. difffrre, 
has been split into the two verbs defer to put off, and 
differ to make or be unlike. The pr. pple. differ- 
ing occurs in Chaucer’s Boethius ; but instances of 
the verb in the form differ are rare before 1 500.] 
[ 1 . The earlier form of Defer vO in all senses.] 
2 . trans . To put apart or separate from each 
other in qualities; to make unlike, dissimilar. 
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different, or distinct; to cause to -vary; to distin- 
guish, differentiate. Now unusual.- 

a 1400-50 A lexander 4223 3 <>ur manars fra all othire mens 
so mekill ere deffirrid. 1562 Leigh A rmorie (1597) 32 b, 
This is not vnlike the other Crosse. The pyke which it 
hath to pitch into the ground, onely differed! it. 1603 
Sir C. Heydon Jnd. Astral, v. 158 Homo, and Brufcum 
..differ the whole kind. 1633 Earl Manch. A l Mondo 
(1636) 120 Why is the winter harder to the Grashopper 
than to the Ant? Prudencie in one, and imprudencie in 
the other differs them. 1656 R. Robinson Christ all 44 
Garments . . differ one sex from another. 1713 J. Petiver 
in Phil Trans XXVIII. 213 Its glaucous Leaves and 
pale Flowers, differ it from the yellow Split. 18x8 Cruise 
Digest (ed. 2) IV. 510 That differed it from the cases 
wherein the Court had gone some lengths. 1867 Bushnell 
Mar. Uses Dark Th. 36 All which differs the landscape 
in beauty from mere wild forest. 

fb. Her. To distinguish by the addition of a 
Djffekence. Obs. 

1586 Ferne Bias. Gentrie 98 Til then it was permissiue 
for eche brother to differ his coat after his fancye. 

3 . intr. To have contrary or diverse bearings, 
tendencies, or qualities to be not the same ; to be 
unlike, distinct, or various, in nature, form, or quali- 
ties, or in some specified respect : two (or more) 
things are said to differ (absolutely, or from each 
other), one thing differs from another. 

X374 [see Differing fipl. a. x]. a 1400-50 A lexander 4617 
Bot we ]wt . . has a fre will Differris as in ourefraunchesfere 
fra 3oure kynde. 1526 Pilgr. Per/. 1 W. de W. 1531) 234 
This differeth from that other, as. .the rose differeth from the 
budde. 1526-34 Tindale 1 Cor. xv. 41 One starre differth 
from another m glory. ^1568 Ascham Scholem. 11. (Arb.) 
139 These differre one from an other. 1570 Levins Manip . 
77/29 To Defer, differre , discrepare. 1600 Shaks. A.Y.L. 
1. 1, xo Call you that keeping for a gentleman of my birth, 
that differs not from the stalling of an Oxe? 1651 Hobbes 
Leviatk. 1. xv, 79 The same man, in divers times, differs 
from himselfe. x 63 p-go Temple Mi sc., Pop. Discontents 
Wks. 1720 I. 270 “Tis hard to find any point wherein they 
differ. 1774 Goldsm. Nat. Hist. (1776) 1 II. 324 It [the fox] 

. .differs still more from the dog in its strong offensive smell. 
1823 H. J. Brooke Introd. Crystallogr. 98 Which individual 
forms . . will be found to differ from each other in the mea- 
surement of some of their angles. 1847 Helps Friends in 
C. < 1851 > I. 28 Even the leaves of the same tree are said to 
differ, each one from all the rest. 1859-74 Tennyson Merlin 
# Vivien 812 Men at most differ as Heaven and earth, But 
women, worst and best, as Heaven and Hell. 1875 Jowett 
Plato ed. 2) IV, 32 Man is not man in that he resembles 
[brutes], but in that he differs from them. 

4 . intr. To be at variance ; to hold different 
opinions concerning any matter ; to disagree. Gonst. 
with ; also from (esp. when followed by in, as in 
quot. 184.^). 

X563 WinJet Four Scoir Thre Quest. Wks. 1888 I. 135 
Sen je ..differris fra ws .. tweching the said day of the 
moneth. 1647 Clarendon Hist. Feb. in. (1843) 79 A A lati- 
tude that honest and wise men may safely and profitably 
differ [in]. 1653 Walton Angler ii. 42 The question has 
been debated among many great Clerks, and they seem to 
differ about it. 17x6 Addison Freeholder (J.), To irritate 
those who differ with you in their sentiments. 1735-8 
Boungbrokf. On Parties 81 To think They [the Tories] . . 
had only differ’d with the Whigs about the Degree of Op- 
pression . . in order to sanctify Resistance. 1749 Fielding 
'Pom Jones in. v, Many people differed from Square and 
Thwackum, in judging [etc.]. 1791 Burke Corr. (1844) III. 
351, 1 can never for a moment differ from you and your 
brother in sentiment. 1809 W. Gifford in Smiles Mem. 
John Murray I. 158 , 1 differ with him totally. 1833 J. H. 
Newman Lett. (x8px. I. 466 To unite with those who differ 
with us. 1843 Ibid. II. 430 She may . . differ from me in 
opinion. 1869 Sir J : T. Coleridge Mem. Keble (ed. 2) 186, 
1 differed with him in the conclusion he drew. 1885 Law 
Rep. jo App. Cases 379 Tne appellant and respondents differ 
as to when the gate was erected. 

+ b. To express or give vent to disagreement or 
difference of opinion ; to dispute ; to have a differ- 
ence, to quarrel (with). Obs . 

1625. Bacon Ess., Unity in Relig. ( Arb.) 429 A man . . shall 
sometimes heare Ignorant Men differ, and know well.. that 
those which so differ, meane one thing. 1709 Hearne 
Collect. (Oxf. Hist. Soc.) II. 245 As they went out of Town 
they happen’d to differ. 01x7x8 Rowe (J.), Here uncon- 
troll’d you may in judgment sit; We’ll never differ with 
a crowded pit. 1737 Bracken Farriery Impr. 11757) II. 1x8 
As to his Size, I would have him full Fifteen Hands, nay, 
I would not differ for his being Sixteen, provided he was 
strong in ptoportion. 

c. trans. To cause disagreement between; to 
set at variance. Sc, 

1814 Saxon <<j- Gael I. 79 (Jam.) If Maister Angis and her 
jnak it up, I’se ne’er be the man to differ them. 

Differ, sb. Sc. and dial. [f. Differ v] = Dif- 
ference sb, 

1627 P. Forbes Euhuhts 94 (Jam.) No such material points 
are in differ betwixt vs. 1639 Declar. Tumults Sc. 340 The 
general! assembly .. would remove any doubt and differ 
which might arise. 1786 Burns Addr, to Unco Quid iii, 
Cast a moment's fair regard, What maks the mighty differ. 
1842 S. Lover Handy Andy ix, But I’ll pay you the differ 
out of my wage. X873 Lowell Lett. (18941 II. 94 So far as 
I understood your * differ * with your electors I thought you 
were right. 1893 Stevenson C&triona 94 Either come to 
an agreement, or come to a differ. 

Differ, obs. form of Defer v . 1 and 2 . 
Difference (differens), sb. Also 4 differ e ns e, 
4-6 differens, defference, 5 deference, 5-6 dif- 
ference, -fins, 6 differance, difference, diference. 
[a. F. difference, OF. also -ance (12th c. in Hatz:- 


Darm.), ad. L. differentia , abstr. sb. f. dfferent-em ; 
see Different and -ence.] 

1. The condition, quality, or fact of being dif- 
ferent, or not the same in quality or in essence; 
dissimilarity, distinction, diversity ; the relation of 
non-agreement or non-identity between two or more 
things, disagreement. 

X340 Ayenb. 2xoZuyche difference is betu[e]ne rearde of 
]?e bene and be deuocioun of be herte. cxyjo Henry Wal- 
lace iv. 7 The changing courss quhilk makis gret deference. 
1535 C0VERDAI.E 2 Citron, xiv. 11 Lorde, it is no difference 
with y«, to helpe by fewe or by many. x6xx Shaks. Wint, T. 

1. i. 4 You shall see. great difference betwixt our Bohemia, 
and your Sicilia 1699 Burnet 39 A rt. xxv. (1700) 266 In all 
this Diversity there is no real difference. a 734 Pope Ess. 
Man iv. 56 All nature’s diff ’rence keeps all nature’s peace. 
2739 Hume Human Nat. 1. v. (1874) I. 323 Difference is of 
two kinds as oppos’d either to identity or resemblance. 1824 
Macaulay Athenian Orators Misc. Writ, x 860 I. 135 If he 
miss the mark, it makes no difference whether he have 
taken aim too high or too low. 1844 Emerson Led. Yng. 
Atner. Wks. (Bohn) II. 298 Difference of opinion is the one 
crime which kings never forgive. 1847 Tennyson Princ. 
vn. 162 Not like to like, but like in difference. 1851 Rus- 
kin Mod. Paint. I. Pref. to ed. 2. 15 Not so much by 
the resemblance of his works to what has been done before, 
as by their difference from it. 
t Various obs. and archaic constructions. 

1526 Tindale Doctr. Treat. (1848) 389 Note the difference 
of the law and of the gospel. 1557 North Gueuara’s Diall 
Pr. 150 a/2 There is a greate difference to teache the chyl- 
dren of Prynces, and to teache the chyldren of the people. 
Ibid. 210 b/i There is great difference from the cares and 
sorowes of women, to that of men. 1671 H. M. tr. Colloq. 
Erasmus 354 There is also another difference of divine and 
humane laws. 1778 Miss Burney Evelina lii, Let me 
observe the difference of his behaviour . . to that of Sir 
Clement Willoughby. X792 Elvina I. 6 The difference with 
us is most striking. X820 Whewell in Life (i88i) 61 Some 
idea of the difference of French and English manners. 

Tb. (with a and pH) A particular instance of un- 
likeness ; a point in which things differ. 

1393 Gower Con/. III. 20 There is non evidence, Wherof 
to knowe a difference Betwene the drunken and the wode. 
c 1430 Lydg. Min. Poems 23 iMiitz.) A difference betwix day 
and night, 1513 More in Grafton Chron. (1568) II, 787 
There is not betwene a Marchant and his mayde so great 
a difference as betwene a king and his subject, 1688 Vox 
Cleri Pro Rege 47 It seems his Power L absolute, but, not 
arbitrary, which 4s, like a Dear-Joy s Witticism, a distinc- 
tion without a difference. 1847 Tennyson Princ. v. 173 You 
clash them all in one, That have as many differences as we. 
1856 Froude Hist. Eng. (1858) Li. 15 While the.differences 
of social degree were enormous, the differences in habits of 
life were comparatively slight. 1875 Jowett Plato (ed. 2) 
IV. 243 There is a great difference between reasoning and 
disputation. 

2. Math. The quantity by which one quantity 
differs from another ; the remainder left after sub- 
tracting one quantity from another, b. spec. The 
increment produced in a function of a variable by 
increasing the variable by unity. 

Ascensional Df.scensional difference : see these words. 
c 1391 Chaucer Astral 11. § 43 The diff[e]rense be-twen 1 
and 2 .. is 1. 1559 W. Cunningham Cosmogr. Glasse x 03 
Subtract the lesser time, from oute of the greater, and the 
difference turn into degrees, and mi. of the Equinoctial. 
1593 Fale Dialling 19 Which you shall find least subtract 
that from the greater, and that which remaineth keep, (for 
it shall be called the difference kept). 17x9 De Foe Crusoe 
i.xvi. (1858) 204 The difference of that price was by no means 
worth saving. 1774 M. Mackenzie Maritime Sum. iii. 13 
The greater the Difference of Latitude of the two Places is, 
1807 J, Brinkley {titles. An Investigation of the General 
Term of an important Series in the Inverse Method of Finite 
Differences. 1821 J. Q. Adams in C. Davies Metr. Syst. 
ill. (18711 1 15 The difference between them was but of about 
half an ounce. 1827 Hutton Course Math. I. 12 note, If 
the difference of two numbers be added to the less, it must 
manifestly make up a sum equal to the greater. 1837 Penny 
Cycl. VIII. 487 s. v. Difference, It is a very wide bianch «f 
pure mathematics which must be considered under this 
term, namely, the method or calculus of differences. Ibid. 
488 The symbol [A u «] is called the «**'■ difference of a. 

C. spec. The amount of increase or decrease in 
the price of stocks or shares between certain dates; 
in phrase to pay (etc.) the difference . 

17x7 Mrs. Cektuvke Bold Stroke for Wife iv. i, Hark ye, 
Gabriel, you’ll pay the difference of that stock we transacted 
for t’other day. 1814 Stock Exchange Laid Open 1 1 Every 
man must either take, deliver, or pay his difference. 1885 
Pall Mall G. 31 Mar. 8/2 He had paid all his ‘ differences ’ 
previous to bis departure. 1887 Daily News 12 Oct. 2/2 
The differences to be met and liquidated are enormous. 

d. phr. To split the difference', to divide the 
difference equally between the two parties so that 
they meet half-way ; to come to a compromise by 
equal mutual concession. 

a 1778 Pitt Sp. (x8o6) I. 85 The common course, when 
parties disagreed, was what the vulgar phrase called ‘ to 
split the difference \ 1787 Generous Attachment 1 . 213 My 
Aunt, coming in, began to split the difference, by seriously 
advising me to t! ink of neither. 1846 Whately Rket. 
Addit. >ed. 7)23 The result will usually be, after much de- 
bate, something of what is popularly called * splitting the 
difference’. 1885 Pall Mall G. 9 June 3/1 A Cabinet of 
Compromise is of necessity a Cabinet of Split the Differ- 
ence. 

3. A diversity or disagreement of opinion, senti- 
ment or purpose ; hence, a dispute or quarrel caused 
by such disagreement : used in various shades of 
intensity from a simple estrangement or dispute to 
open hostility, f In difference , in dispute (obs.). 


DIFFERENCE. 

1387 Trevisa Higden (Rolls) III. 423 (Matz.T Touching >e 
cause berof is no differens bylwene us. 1484 Caxton FEsop 
11. xviii, The ape.. made theyr dyfference to be acorded. 
1556 Anrelio <$* I sab. (1608) A v, We cast lottes betwene us, 
by the which our difference shall finishe. X596 Shaks. 
Merck. V. iv. i. 171 Are you acquainted with the difference 
That holds this present question in the Court? 2606 G. 
W[oodcocke] tr. Hist. Ivstine 40 b, They encountred in 
battel!, in which difference, .they were ouercome, 5641 J. 
Jackson True Evang. T. 1. 41 Who was thechiefe. .remaines 
in some difference. 1652 Needham tr. Seldeu’s Mare CL 1 In 
the year 1508, there began certain slteht differences, which 
concluded in a notable . .war. X774 Goldsm. Grecian Hist. 

I. 253 With full power to concert all matters in difference. 
1791 Boswell Johnson {1 831) IV. 229 In the course of this 
year there was a difference between him and his friend 
Mr. Strahan. 1849 Macaulay Hist. Eng. II. 143 He had 
never, he said, in his life, had any difference with Tyrconnel, 
and he trusted that no difference would now arise. 1893 
Leeds Mercury 17 May 5/1 The speedy, .settlement of trade 
differences. 

fb. phr. To be (etc.) at difference*, to have a 
controversy, be at variance ; to quarrel. 

1525 Ld. Berners Froiss. (.1812) II. 349 The duke ofBre- 
tayne was in great difference with the realme of Fraunce. 
1607 Shaks. Cor. v. iii. 201 Thou hast set thy mercy, & thy 
Honor At difference. 1641 J. Shute Sarah <§■ Hagar (1649) 
170 We. are at such deadly differences amongst our selves. 
1654 Whitlock Zootomia 391 He is doubtlesse his own best 
Friend, that is oft at difference with himselfe, for his mis- 
carriages. 1677 Yarranton Eng. Improv. 53, I fear their 
neighbouring Gentlemen will fall at Difference. 1737 
Whiston Josephus' Hist. 1. xi. § x The great men were 
mightily at difference one with another. 

4. A mark, device, or characteristic feature, which 
distinguishes one thing or set of things from another. 
Now rare or Obs. exe. as in b and e. 

1481 Caxton Myrr. 11. xiii. 94 Pictagoras . . by his grete 
entendement fonde the poyntes and the difference of mu* 
syque. 1513 Douglas FEueis x. vii. 81 Markyt aou swa 
with sic rude differens, That by jhys keyll 3e may be knaw 
fra thens. 1602 Shaks. Ham. v. ii. 112 An absolute gentle- 
man, full of most excellent differences 1631 Weever Anc. 
Fun. Mon . 149 The foure Deacons, for a difference from 
the Priests, carried a round wreath of white cloth. 1842 
Tennyson Two Voices 41 Will one beam be less intense, 
When tiiy peculiar difference Is cancell’d in the world of 
sense? 

b. Her. An alteration of or addition to a coat 
of arms, to distinguish a junior member or branch 
of a family from the chief line. 

CX450 Holland Howlat 6co He bure the said Dowglass 
armis with a differens. 1489 Caxton I-ayies of A . iv. xv. 275 
The hed of the lordship bereth the playne armes without 
difference and thoo that are of his linage they putte therunto 
dyuerse dyfierences. 1564-78 Bulleyn Dial. agst. Pest (1888) 
96 My name is Mendax, a yonger brother linially descended 
of an auncient house . . We giue three Whetstones in Gules 
with no difference. x6oa Shaks. Ham . iv. v. 383 Ther’s Rew 
for you, and heere’s some for me . . Oh you must we are your 
Rew with a difference. 1610 Guillim Heraldry 1. vi. (x6xx) 
22 The sonne of an Emperour cannot beare a difference of 
higher esteeme during the life of his father. 1864 Boutell 
Heraldry Hist. $ Pop. xiv. 137 When the Heir succeeds, 
he inherits the Arms of his Father without any Difference. 
1882 Cussans Handbk. Heraldry x. (ed; 3) 150 Devices 
called Marks of Difference ..In the early days of Heraldry, 
Differences were effected by a variety of arbitrary arrange- 
ments— such as changing the tinctures of the Coat. 

c. logic. A quality, mark, or characteristic, that 
distinguishes a thing from all others in the same 
class ; the attribute by which a species is distin- 
guished from other species of the same genus ; more 
fully specific difference : »» Differentia. 

1551 T. Wilson Logike (1567) 39 a, When the propertie or 
difference is graun ted, then the kinde straight foloweth. 
1656 Hobbes Lib. Necess. Wks. 1841 V. 371 He requires 
in a definition so exactly the genus and the difference. 1697 

J. Sergeant Solid Philos. 387 Not by the old beaten wav of 
Genus and Difference. vjo 6 Phillips (ed. Kersey) s.v., The 
difference of a Body Is impenetrable Extension, and the 
difference of a Spirit is Cogitation or Thought. 1857 Whe- 
well Hist. Induct. Sc. I. 208 The Predicables are the five 
steps which the gradations of generality and particularity 
introduce ; — genus, species, difference, individual, accident. 
x86o Abp. Thomson Laws Th. § 69. xr2 The difference, or 
that mark or marks by which the species is distinguished 
from the rest of its genus. 

•f d. transf. A division, class, or kind. Obs. 
£1532 Dewes Introd. Fr. in Palsgr. 920 There hen two 
dyfference of perspectyves. 1541 R. Copland Galyetis 
Terap. 2 A iv, The flowyng of humours is dyuyded in two 
dyfferences. 16x0 Holland Camden's Brit. (1637) 34 iD.) 
There bee of times three differences: the first from the 
creation of man to the Floud or Deluge . . the second from 
the Moud to the first Olympias. x668 Wilkins Real Char. 
441 The several Species are to be learned, belonging to each 
Difference, ax 682 Sir T, Browne Tracts (1684) 36 The 
Sycamore, .is properly but one kind or difference of Acer. 

5. A discrimination or distinction viewed as con- 
ceived by the subject rather than as existing in the 
objects. Now only in phr. to make a difference : 
to distinguish, discriminate, act or treat differently. 

1382 Wvclif i Esdras iv. 39 To taken persones and dif- 
ferences is not anent it [truth]. 1393 Gower Conf. III. xo 
In making of comparison There may no difference be 
Bet wen a drunken man and me. 1483 Caxton Gold. 
Leg. 427/1 He vysyted the seek folke without dyfference. 
1598 Shaks. Merry W. 11. i. 57 I shall thinke the worse 
of fat men, as long as I haue an eye to make difference 
of mens liking. x6ti Bible Lev. xi. 47 To make a dif- 
ference betweene the vncleane and the cleane. 166a Stil- 
lingfl. Orig. Sacr. 11. ii. § 2 To make them more capable 
of putting a difference between truth and falshood. 17x6 
Addison Freeholder (J.), Gur constitution does not only 
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make a difference between the guilty and the innocent, 
but, even among the guilty, between such as are more or 
less criminal. 1819 Shelley Cenci v. iv. 82 No difference 
has been made by God or man 'Twixt good or evil, as 
regarded me, 

6 . attrib. and Comb., as difference-engine, a 
machine for calculating arithmetical differences ; 
difference-equation, one expressing a relation 
between functions and their differences (sense 2 b) ; 
difference-tone, see Tone sb. 

1876 Catal. Set, A pp. S. Kens. § 23 The mode in which 
the Difference Engine calculates tables is, by the continual 
repetition of the simultaneous addition of several columns 
of figures to other columns^ in the manner more particularly 
described below, and printing the result. 

Difference* v. [f. Difference sb . : cf. F. 
dffirencier, in Cotgr. 1611.J 
1 1 . intr. To be different, to differ. Obs. rare, 
c 1450 Mirour Saluticioun 3026 So differences fire werldly 
fro thilk purgatoriale. 1474 Gaxton Chesse 72 The ryght 
lawe of nature defferenceth ofte tymes fro custom. 1483 — 
Gold. Leg. 347 b/2 They difference as moche as is bitwene 
not to synne and to do well. 

t 2 . tram. To make (something) different from 
what it was (or from what it is in another case) ; 
to change, alter, vary. Obs. rare. 

1481 Caxton Myrr. n. xxi. tn In the londe of Samarye 
is a wel that chaungeth and differenceth his colour four 
tymes in the yere. 157a Bossewell Armor ie 8, 1 wil not 
here speake how well thys Lyon is differenced. 1593 Nashe 
Christ's T. 72 b, God shall reply . . Thou hast so differenced 
and diuorced thy selfe from thy creation, that I know thee 
not for my creature. 1675 Evelyn Terra (1729) n How 
far Principles might be . . differenced by Alteration and 
Condensation. 

b. Her. To make an alteration in or addition to 
(a coat of arms) for the purpose of distinguishing 
members or branches of the same family. 

1708 J. Chamberlayne St. Gi. Brit. it. h. v (1743) 379 The 
king at arms . . has power to give and difference arms, c 1710 
C. Fiennes Diary 11S88) 96 Like .Mullets that they have 
in an Eschuteon to difference the third son from the first and 
second in a family. 1882 Cussans Handbk. Heraldry x, 
(ed. 3) 152 The third son differences his paternal coat with 
a Mullet ..The Arms of the sixth son are differenced by 
a Fleur-de-lys. Ibid. 153 All the members of the Royal 
Family — the Sovereign excepted — difference theirArms with 
a silver Label of three points, charged with some distinguish- 
ing mark, specially assigned to them by the crown. 

3 . To make different, cause or constitute a differ- 
ence in, differentiate, distinguish ( from something 
else). Usually predicated of a quality or attribute : 
frequently in passive. 

1598 Barret Theor. Warres v. i. 124 The artillery is 
deuided and differenced into greatnesse or Sizes royall, and 
into lesser sizes, 1627-77 Feltham Resolves 1. xxv. 45 This 
differenceth a wise man and a fool. 1628 Prynne Love- 
lockes 17 A desire of singularity, or differencing our selues 
from others. a 6 g 8 Locke Cond. Underst. § 31 Every 
individual has something that differences it from another. 
c 1710 C. Fiennes Diary (1888) 223 They have Little or noe 
wood and noe Coale w« h differences it from Darbyshire. 
1851 Trench Study of Words vi. 11869)221 Synonyms.. dif- 
ferenced not by etymology . . but only by usage. 1871 Tylo r 
Prim. Cult. II. 300 That theologic change which differences 
the Jew of the Rabbinical books from the Jew of the Penta- 
teuch. x883 M. Burrows Cinque Ports vi. 162 The . ..cor- 
poration . . was differenced off from all others by its military 
service, its special functions, etc. 

4 . To perceive or mark the difference in or be- 
tween ; to make a distinction between, discriminate, 
distinguish (in the mind, or in speech). Const. 
from . (Now rare.) 

1570-6 Lambarde Peramb. Kent (1826) 131 One called it 
Dorobrina, differencing it from Canterbury (which hetermeth 
Doroborni). c x6xx Chapman Iliad v. 130 From thy knowing 
mind. . I have remov’d those erring mists.. That thou 
may’st difference Gods from men. 1646 Fuller Wounded 
Consc. (1841) 291 Thus these two kinds of repentance may 
he differenced and distinguished. 1755 S. Walker Serm. 
viii. He is known and differenced from never-so-many, who 
presume, without Title, to be of equal Birth with him. 1878 
Gladstone Prim. Homer 149 TheNestor of the Odyssey 
is carefully differenced from the. Nestor of the Iliad, yet 
in just proportion to the altered circumstances. 

+ b. intr. or absol. To perceive or mark the 
difference, distinguish {between). Obs . 

1646 S. Bolton A rraignm. Err. 166 You cannot difference 
between false and true. 1647 Trapp Comm. Matt. xix. 20 
Aristotle . . differencing between age and youth, makes it 
a property of young men to think they know, all things. 
1685 Case of Doubting Conscience 65 St. Paul saith, that he 
that doubteth or differenceth, is damned or condemned, if 
he eat. 

5 . Math. a. To take or calculate the difference 
of. + b. To take the differential of ; == Differen- 
tiate v. 4 (obs.). 

1670 Newton in Rigaud Carr. Set. Men ,(1841) II. 307 
I thank you for your intimation about the limits of equations 
and differencing their homogeneal terms. 1727-51 Chambers 
Cycl.y Differential calculus . . is a method of differencing 
quantities ; that is, of finding a differential , or infinitely 
small quantity, which, taken an infinite number of times, 
is equal to a given quantity. 1788 Howard Cycl. I. 424 To 
difference quantities that mutually divide each other. 

Hence Di*fferenced ppl. a . ; f Drffercncer, one 
who or that which differences or distinguishes.. 

1638-48 G. Daniel Eclog. 11. 252 Shall looke at Glorie .. 
with a differenced Light To those, who liveing saw that 
flame more bright. 1633 D. Rogers Treat. Sacraments 1. 
81 Circumcision, .to be the Differencer of all other Nations 
from the Jewes. 
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f Difference, a. Obs., representing L. deferens : 
see Deferent B. 2 . 

1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. vnr. xi. (1495) 3*7 The 
cercle that hyghte Difference is the cercle of a planete and 
highte Difference . .for it beryth the cercle Epiciclis. 

Differencing (drferensig), vbl. sb. [f. prec. 
vb. + -ing L] The action of the verb to Differ- 
ence (in various senses). 

16x0 Guillim Heraldry 1. i. (1660) 4 Names were insti- 
tuted for differencing of each person from other severally. 
1659 Fuller ^PP- Hj. Innoc. (18401 617 Writers of civil 
dissentions are sometimes necessitated, for differencing of 
parties, to use those terms they do not approve. 1809-10 
Coleridge Friend (1866) 340 The mechanism of the under- 
standing, the whole functions of which consist in individuali- 
zation, in outlines and differencings by quantity,, quality, 
and relation. 1865 Edin. Rev,. Apr. 339 Differencing is. .a 
far more important part of Scottish than of English heraldry. 

Di fferencing, ppl . a. [f. as prec. + -ing 2 .] 
That differences or makes a difference ; distinguish- 
ing, differentiating ; discriminating : see the verb. 

1632 J, Pawson Find. Free Grace 24 Differencing grace, 
1657 Baxter Acc. Pres. Th. 5 Augustine who rose up 
against Pelagius . . in defence of differencing free grace. 
2:660 W. Secker Nonsuch Prof. 16 Differencing mercy calls 
for differencing duty. 3768 Phil. Trans. LIX. .499 There 
is in each [Chinese] character a distinctive or differencing 
Pott. 1845 Blade w. Mag. LVIL 398 The differencing con- 
ditions which qualify the rule. 

Hence Di'fferencingly adv. 

a 1640 W, Fenner Christ's Alarm (1650) 28 To preach 
differencingly, to distinguish between the precious and the 
vile. 

t Di*fferency. Obs. [ad. L. differentia Dif- 
ference : see - ency.] - Difference sb. 

1607 Shaks. Cor. v. iv. 11 There is differency between 
a Grub & a Butterfly ; yet your Butterfly was a Grub. 1640 
Sir E. Dering Proper Sacrifice (1644) 21 The differencie 
of Editions. 1707 Lond. Gaz. No. 4333/1 All Jealousies 
and Differencies being removed. 1812 Henry Camp. agst. 
Quebec 3 Many differencies of style corrected. 

Different (different), a. (sb., adv) [a. F. dif- 
ferent ( 14 th c. in Hatz.-DarnO, ad. L. different -em 
differing, different, pr. pple. of dffer-re trans. to 
bear or carry asunder, elc , intr. to tend asunder, 
have opposite bearings, Differ.] 

A. adj. 

1. Having characters or qualities which diverge 
from one another ; having unlike or distinguishing 
attributes; not of the same kind; not alike; of other 
nature, form, or quality. 

c 1400 Lanfranc' s Cirurg. 90 To heele boj>e ulcus and 
he festre wi}> medicyns different f>at longen to J?em boi e. 
1477 Earl Rivers (Caxton) Dictes 1 Largely ana in many 
different maners. c 1500 Sc. Poem Her. 43 in Q. Eliz. A cad., 
etc. 95 The fader the hole, the eldest son deffer[e]nt, quhiche 
a labelle ; a cressent the secound. 1581 Pettie Guazzo's^ Civ. 
Conv. 1.(1586' 21 b, Persons different in state and condition. 
1607 Shaks. Lear iv. iii. 37 Mate and mate could not beget 
Such different issues. 1651 Hobbes Leviath. 1.. xv. 79 Appe- 
tite, and Aversions, .in different tempers, .are different. 17x1 
Steele Sped. No. 114 P 4 Their Manners are very widely 
different. 1802 Mar. Edgeworth Moral T. (1816) I, viii, 
50 With what different eyes different people behold the 
same objects. x86o Tyndall Glac. r. xxii. 154 Different 
positions of the limb require different molecular arrange- 
ments. 1875 Jowett Plato (ed. 2) IV. 29 Principles as 
widely different as benevolence and self-love. 1887 Ruskin 
Prseterita II. 248 We both enjoyed the same scenes, though 
in different ways. 

b. Const, from; also to, than (f against, f with). 
The usual construction is now with from', that with to 
(alter unlike, dissimilar to) is found in writers of aU ages, 
and is frequent colloquially, but is by many considered 
incorrect. The construction with than (after other than), is 
found in Fuller, Addison, Steele, De Foe, Richardson, Gold- 
smith, Miss Burney, Coleridge, Southey, De Quincey, 
Carlyle, Thackeray, Newman, Trench, and Dasent, among 
others: see F. Hall Mod. English iii. 82. 

1526 Pilgr. Perf. (W. de W. 1531) 125 b, His lyght is 
moche different and vnlyke to the lyght of the holy goost. 
1588 R. Parke tr. Mendoza s Hist. China 257 If , , they 
could write any other language that were different ynto 
theirs. [Ibid. 271,291.] X590 Shaks. Com. Err, v. i. 46 

This weeke he hath beene .. much different from the man 
he was. 1603 Dekker, &c. Grissil (1841) 72 Oh, my dear 
Grissil, how much different Art thou to this curs’d spirit 
here! 1624 Heywood Gunaik. 1. 15 Humane wisdome, 
different against the divine will, is vaine and contemptible. 
1644 Digby Nat. Bodies ii. (1645) 45 We make use of them 
in a quite different manner then we did in the beginning. 
1649 Earl Monm. tr. Renault's Passions (1671) 245 She 
[hatred] hath this of different with love, that she is much 
more sensible. 1711 Addison Sped. No. 159 F 2 Tunes . . 
different from anything I had ever heard. 1737 Fielding 
Hist. Reg. 11. Wks. (1882) X. 2x8 It’s quite a different thing 
within to what it is without. 1769 Goldsm. Rom. H ist . (1786) 

I. 105 The consuls . . had been elected for very different merits 
than those of skill in war. 1790 Colebrooke in Life(iZj-$) 
38 The different prosperity of the country which they con- 
quered . . with that of the countries under English rule. 1848 

J. H. Newman Loss Gain 306 It has possessed me in a 
different way than ever before. 1852 Thackeray Esmond 
11. ii. (1869) 169 The party of prisoners lived . . with comforts 
very different to those which were awarded to the poor 
wretches there. x86x M. Pattison Ess. (1889) I. 44 Ware- 
houses and wharves no way different from those on either 
side of them. 

2. In a weaker sense, used as a synonym for other, 
as denying identity, but without any implication of 
dissimilarity ; not the same, not identical, distinct; 

1651 Hobbes Leviath, 11, xxvi. 138 Civil!, and Natural! 
Law are not different kinds, but different parts of Law. 


171X Addison Sped. No. 35 f 3 At different times he appears 
as serious as a Judge, and as jocular as a Merry- Andrew. 
1802 Paley Nat. Theol. v. § 2 (1819) 52 To different persons, 
and in different stages of science, i860 Tyndall Glac. 1. i» 

3 Some , . may be split with diffetent facility in different 
directions, 1867 Freeman Norm. Conq, (1876' I. App. 717 
Eadwig King of the Churls is quite a different person froni 
Eadwig the riEtheling. x868 Lockyer Elan. Astton. iii. 
(1879) 145 The daily motion of the Earth is very different in 
different parts. Mod. I suspect this is a different coin from 
the other, though, , being both new sovereigns of this year, 
they are quite indistinguishable. 

8 . Comb., as different-minded, - coloured 
x68o Allen Peace Unity 13 If this .. will not reconcile 
the different-minded to our judgement. 1768-74 Tucker 
Li. Nat. (1852) II. 455 We may have different heights. ,or 
wear different-coloured clothes. 1831 Brkwstfr Optics x. 
91 The different-coloured spaces of the spectrum. 

B. sb. 

fl. A disagreement, dispute ; »= Difference 
sb. 3. Obs. rare. [OF. different, written by the 
Academy differend) 

1483 Caxton Cato C iij.b, The whych deuyll myght not 
fynde the manere for to . . brynge them to dyscencion and 
dyfferente. 1484 — Fables of AEsop iv, vi, Whan a lygnage 
or kyndred is in dyfferent or in dyuysyon. Ibid. v. x, We 
praye the that thow vouchesauf to accorde our dyferent so 
that pees be made betwene vs. 1606 G. W[qodcocke] tr. 
Hist. Ivstine LI ij a, Whereupon arose cruell dififerents be- 
tweene the Genooise and the Venetians. 

2 . That which is different ; a contrary or oppo- 
site. rare. 

1581 Lambarde^zVytz. iv. Epil. (1602) 589 To shew things 
by their contraries and difierents. 1890 J. H. Stirling 
Philos. <5- Theol. iii. 49 The fairest harmony results from 
differents. 

C. as adv. = Differently. Now only in un- 
educated use. 

1744 Sarah Fielding David Simple I. 253, I spent my 
Infancy, .very different from what most Children do. 1775 
Mad. D'Arblay Early Diary (1889) II. 131 He pronounces 
English quite different from other foreigners. 1803 tr. 
Lebrun's Motts. Botte III. 9 They had .. acted perfectly 
different from those parties who [etc.]. 1863 Kingsley 

Water Bab. viii. 374 4 Oh dear. If I was but a little chap in 
Vendale again, .how different I would go on !' 
Different, obs. form of Deferent. 

|| Differentia (diferemjia). PI. -i®(-I|f). Logic. 
[L. —difference, diversity; a species.] The attri- 
bute by which a species is distinguished from all 
other species of the same genus ; a distinguishing 
mark or characteristic ; —Difference sb. 4 c. 

1827 Whately Logic ii. 1. § 4 (ed. 2) 62 Either the mate- 
rial part [of their essence] which is called the Genus, or the 
formal and distinguishing part, which is called Differentia, 
pr in common discourse, characteristic. 1850 Kingsley 
Tennyson Misc. 1. 218 This deep, simple faith in the divine- 
ness of Nature .. which, in our eyes, is Mr. Tennyson's 
differentia. 1851 Mans el Proleg. Logica i. (i860) 54 The 
concept whiteness, as a species of colour, is capable of 
definition by its optical differentia. 1889 A. Lang Ititrod. 
Romilly's Verandah N. G. 17 To be inconsistent and inco- 
herent and self-contradictory is the very differentia and 
characteristic of myth. 1889 R. L. Ottley in Lux Mundi 
(1890) xii. 476 To arrive at the true differentiae of Christian 
morals. 

3 D ifferentiaMe (difere-njiab' 1 ) , a. rare, [f. 
med.JL. differentid-re differentiate : see -ble.] Cap- 
able of being differentiated. 

1863 E. V. Neale Anal. Th. 4* Nat. 219 So as to produce 
a new differentiable material from the crash of ancient 
integrations. 1867 H. Spencer Princ. Biol. II. vii. § 296. 
309 Undeniable proof that they [the tissues] are easily dif- 
ferentiable. Mod. (Math.) AU functions of a variable are 
differentiable, but not all are integrahle. 

Differential (diferemjal), a. and sb. [ad. med. 
or mod.L. dfferentidlds , f. differentia Differ- 
ence : see -al. Cf. mod.F. dijfgrentiel (Diet. 
Trev. 1732).] A., adj. 

1 . Of or relating to difference or diversity ; ex- 
hibiting or depending on a difference or distinction; 
esp. in Comm, used of duties or charges which differ 
according to circumstances. 

1647 H. More Song of Soul 1. n. xii, This be understood 
Of differential! profunditie. 1841 Myers Catk. Th. in. 
xxiv. 90 This testimony does not decide . . the differential 
amount of sacredness between Substantial Divinity and 
Literal Infallibility. 1845 M Culloch Taxation n. v. (1852) 
222 To reduce the present differential or prohibitory duties 
on the sugar of foreign countries. 1868 Rogers Pol. Econ. 
xix. (1876) 5 Differential duties in favour of colonial timber. 
1894 J essopp Rand. Roam. ii. 60 They compounded for 
murder according to a differential tariff. 

2 . Constituting a specific difference or differentia ; 
distinguishing, distinctive, special. 

1652 Gaule Magastrom. 77 Any quality of sympathy or 
antipathy (which doe follow naturally the specifick or 
differentiall forms). 1733 Cheyne Eng. Malady 11. xi. § x 
(1734) 227 The great differential Marks of the Distemper 
will appear. 1851 De Quincey Carlisle on Pope Wks. 
XIII. 24 Every case in the law courts . . presents some one 
differential feature peculiar to itself; 1893 F. Hall in Nation 
(N.Y.) LVIL 449/3 One of the differential peculiarities of 
a highly important division of the Hindus of olden times. 

b. Relating to specific differences. Differential 
diagnosis : the distinguishing between two similar 
species of disease, or of animals or plants. 

1875 B. Meadows Clin. Observ. 29 Any system of specific 
treatment governed by differential diagnosis. X877 Roberts 
Handbk. Med. 1 . 19 In others the diagnosis has to be more 
or less differential. 1883 * n Syd. See. Lex . 
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3. Math. Relating to infinitesimal differences (see 

B. T). 

'Differential calculus : a method of calculation invented 
by Leibnitz in 1677, which treats of the infinitesimal differ- 
ences between con ecu tive values of continuously varying 
quantities, and of their rates of change as measured by such 
differences. (Newton's method of Fluxions was another 
way of treating the same subject.) Differential coefficient '. 
a function expressing the rate of change, or the relation 
between consecutive values, of a varying quantity: see 
Coefficient B. 2 c. Differential equation : an equation 
involving differentials (see B. 1). 

1702 Ralphson Math. Diet. S.v. Fluxions , A differentway 
. . passes . . in France under the Name of Leibnitz's Differ- 
ential Calculus, or Calculus of Differences . % 1706 H. Ditton 
fustit. Fluxions 17 The Fundamental Principles [of Fluxions] 
. . appear to be more accurate, clear, and convincing than 
those of the Differential Calculus. 1727-51 Chambers Cycl. 
S. v., Mr. Leibnitz .. calls it differential calculus ; as con- 
sidering the infinitely small quantities . . as the differences 
of the quantities ; and, accordingly, expressing them by 
the letter d prefixed : as the differential of x by dx. 
1763 W. Emerson Meth. Increments 75 A differential 
equation. 1808 Edm. Rev, Jan. 256 The general methods 
of integrating the differential equations above mentioned. 
1816 tr. Lacroix's Diff. <y Ini, Calculus 4 The limit of the 
ratio of the increments, or the differential coefficient, will 
be obtained. 1819 G. Peacock (title), Comparative view of 
the fluxional and differential Calculus. 1835 Macaulay 
Mss., Mackintosh's Hist. Rev. (1854) 321/1 We submit that 
a wooden spoon of our day would not be justified in calling 
Galileo and Napier blockheads, because they never heard 
of the differential calculus. 

4. Physics and Mech. Relating to, depending on, 
or exhibiting the difference of two (or more) mo- 
tions, pressures, temperatures, or other measurable 
physical qualities ; a. of physical actions or effects. 
Differential tone (in Acoustics ) ** difference-tone : 
see Tone sk, 

1768-74 Tucker Lt. Nat. (1852) I. 406 Weight is made by 
the differential, not the absolute pressure of ether. 1868 
Lockyer Elern. Astron . 318 As the Sun’s distance is so 
great compared with the diameter of the Earth, the dif- 
ferential effect of the Sun’s action is small. 1873 B. Stewart 
Conserv . Energy iv. § 136. 97 Wherever in the universe 
there is a differential motion, that is to say, a motion of 
one part of it towards or from another. 1877 Le Conte 
Elem. Geol. 1, {18791 55 The centre of the glacier moved 
faster than the margins. This differential motion is the 
capital discovery in relation to the motion of glaciers. 1880 
E. J. Payne in Grove Diet, Mus . I. 726 Two notes. . 
sounded together, .generate a third . . tone, whose vibrational 
number equals the difference of their several vibrational 
numbers . . These tones Helmholtz calls differential tones, 
b. of instruments or mechanical contrivances: 

Differential gear ; gearing', a combination of toothed 
wheels communicating a motion depending on the difference 
of their diameters or of the number of their teeth. Differ- 
ential pulley : a pulley having a block with two rigidly 
connected wheels or sheaves of different diameters, the 
chain or rope unwinding from one as it winds on the other. 
Differential screw : a screw having two threads of dif- 
ferent pitch, one of which unwinds as the other winds. 
Differential thermometer’, a thermometer consisting of 
two air-bulbs connected by a bent tube partly filled with a 
liquid, the position of the column of liquid indicating the 
difference of temperature between the two bulbs. Differen- 
tial winding', the method of winding two insulated wires 
side by side in an electric coil, through which currents pass 
in opposite directions. 

1804 J. Leslie Heat 0 The instrument most essential in 
this research . , was the differential thermometer. 1834 Meek. 
Mag, XXI. 3 Saxton's differential pulley. Ibid, 6 The 
* locomotive differential pulley ’ can never be made to 
answer the expectations of the inventor. t88i Maxwell 
Electr. 4 Magn. I. ,433 The differential galvanometer, an 
instrument in which there are two coils, the currents in 
which are independent of each other. 1884 M inchin Statics 
(ed. 3) 1 . 188 A Differential Wheel and Axle is sometimes 
employed. 1888 Encycl. Brit. XXIII. 559 In 1877 Mr. 
James Starley, it is believed with out any knowledge of the 
gear used by Fowler for traction engines, re-invented the 
same differential gear for tricycles. 

; B, sb. 

1. Math. a. (In the differential and integral cal- 
culus) The infinitesimal difference between conse- 
cutive values of a continuously varying quantity 
(corresponding to a Moment or Fluxion in New- 
ton’s method) ; either of the two quantities (usually 
considered to be infinitesimal) whose ratio consti- 
tutes a differential coefficient 

^ 1704 J. Harris Lex . Techn, s.v. Fluxion , This Method 
is much, .shorter than, .the French one with the Differential 
d multiplied into the Flowing Quantity, to denote the 
Fluxion. 1730-6 Bailey (folio). Differential of any quan- 
tity, is the fluxion of that quantity. 1788 Howard Cycl. I. 
424 Multiply the differential of [each] factor into the other 
factor, the sum of the two [products] is the differential 
sought. 1819 G. Peacock View Fluxional 4 Diff. Calc. 
25 The Differential is but the measure of the rate of in- 
crease. 1880 Buckingham Elem. Dff. 4 hit. Calc. (ed. 2) 
42 The function which Leibnitz terms ‘ differential * and 
which Newton designates as a ‘fluxion* is the concrete 
symbol which represents the rate of change in the variable. 

+ b. A logarithmic tangent. Obs. 

, 1727-51 Chambers Cycl., Differential , in the doctrine of 
logarithms. Kepler calls the logarithms of tangents, dif- 
ferentiates', which we usually call artificial tangents. ,1845 
Cayley Whs. I. 145 Logarithmic differential. 

2. Biol. A distinction or distinctive characteristic 
of structure : opp. to equivalent. 

1883 A. Hyatt in Proc. Amer. Assoc. Adv. Set. XXXII. 
358 During their subsequent history, Characteristics are 


divisible into two categories : those which become morpho- 
logical equivalents and are essentially similar, in distinct 
series, and those which are essentially different in distinct 
series' and may be classed as morphological differentials. 

3. Comm. A differential charge : see A. 1 . 

2890 Spectator 20 Sept. 383 The morality of American 
Railway Companies as regards.. differentials and commis- 
sions. : 

Difiere-ntialize, v. [f. prec. + -ize.] tram. To 
make differential ; to differentiate. 

1863 Sat. Rev. XIV. 6ox/x Words, .more or less modified 
or, as some philosophers would say, differential ized in 
meaning. 

Differentially (difgre’njali), adv, [f. as prec. + 
-ly 2 .] In a differential manner. 

1. Distinctively, specially, by way of difference : 
see Differential A. 2 . 

1644 J. Strickland in Spurgeon Treas. Dav. Ps xlvi. 7 
God is said to be in heaven differentially, so as he is not 
anywhere else. 1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud . Ep. YLxxviii. 
(R. i When biting serpents are mentioned in the Scripture 
they are not differentially set down from such as mischief 
by stings. 1846 De Quincey_ Antigone of Sophocles 
Wks. XIV. 207 These persons will .. wish to know .. what 
there is differentially interesting in a Grecian tragedy, as 
Contrasted with one of Shakspere’s or of Schiller’s. x88o 
Stubbs Med. 4 Mod. Hist. ix. (1886) 210 , 1 will ..state next 
what sorts, of rights, forces, and ideas I consider, mark 
differentially the three periods at which I have been looking. 

2. In relation to the difference of two measurable 
quantities ; in two different directions : see Dif- 
ferential A. 4 . 

1862 H. Spencer First Princ, x. (L.), Whether . . every- 
thing is explicable on the hypothesis of universal pi'essure, 
whence what we call tension results differentially from 
inequalities of pressure in opposite directions. 1883 Nature 
XXVII. 275 The magnets, .being in both these patterns of 
lamp wound differentially. 1892 Gloss. Electrical Terms 
in Lightning 7 Jan. (Supph), Differentially-wound dynamo 
machine, a compound-wound machine in which currents 
flow in opposite directions in the coils on the field magnets. 

Differ enijiant (diferemjiant). Math, Also 
dififerenciant. [f. pr. ppl. stem of med.L. dif- 
ferentia-re or F. diffirentier : see next and -ant ty] 
A rational integral function of elements a, b, c, . ., 
which elements multiplied by binomial coefficients 
are the coefficients in a binary quantic, which re- 
mains unchanged when for them are substituted the 
elements of the new quantic obtained by putting 
X + hy for x in the original quantic (Sylvester). 

1878 Sylvester in Phil. Mag. March, I propose to give 
a systematic developement of the Calculus of Invariants, 
taking a differentiant as the primordial germ or unit. 

Differentiate (difere*njV ! t), v. [f. ppl. stem 
of med.L. differ entiare, f. differentia Difference : 
cf. F. diffirentier , - encier .) 

1. trans. To make or render different; to con- 
stitute the difference in or between ; to distinguish. 

1853 De Quincey Autobiog. Sk. Wks. I. 199 note. Genius 
differentiates a man from all other men. 1872 Yeats Techn, 
Hist. Comm. 22 The use of fire .. constitutes one of the 
great distinctions by which man is differentiated from the 
lower animals. 1874 L. Stephen H ours in Libr, (1892) II. 
ii. 48 His language.. is sufficiently differentiated from, 
prose by the mould into which it is run. 

2. Biol.y etc. To make different in the process of 
owth or development ; to make unlike by medi- 
cation, esp. for a special function or purpose ; to 

specialize. (Chiefly used in passive.) 

1858 Huxley Oceanic Hydrozoa (Ray Soc.) 22 The sub- 
stance of the spermarium .. becomes differentiated into 
minute, clear, spherical vesicles. 1869 Seeley Led. 4 
Ess. i. 15 We have heard., of the power which all 
organisms possess of differentiating special organs to meet 
T. TV, n— ' M...TT .... 365 The 

es. 1874 

^ . „ office of 

priest, .is ultimately differentiated from that of the prophet 
and the prince. 1874 Carpenter Ment. Pkys. 1. ii. § 43 
* Protoplasm ’ or living jelly, which is not yet differentiated 
into ‘ organs ’. 1885 j. Ball in Jrnl. Linn. Soc. XXII. 

26 A very long period of . . isolation during which a large 
number of separate species, and not a few genera, have 
been differentiated. 1893 F._ Hall in Nation (N, Y.) LVIL 
229/2 As being distinctly differentiated from practiser, it 
\practitioner\Yizs .. unquestionable utility. 

b. intr. (for rejl.) To become differentiated or 
specialized. 

1874 Lewes in Contemp. Rev. Oct. 692 Nebulae which 
differentiate into a solar system. 1884 Bower & Scott De 
BarfsPhaner. 155 Their walls become thickened as they 
differentiate from the meristem. 

3. trans. To observe, note, or ascertain the dif- 
ference in or between ; to discriminate between, 
distinguish, 

*876 G. F. Chambers Astron. 915 Differentiate , to fix 
the position of one celestial object by comparing it with 
another. 1878 Miss Braddon Open Verd. xxxv. 239 Typhus 
and typhoid, which two fatal diseases .. Jenner was just 
then seeking to differentiate. x8So R. C. Drysdale in 
Med. Temf. Jrnl. Oct. 3, I have known Some difficulty in 
differentiating such attacks from those of epilepsy, 
b. intr. To recognize the difference. 

X891 J. Jastrow in Educat. Rev. I. 258 One important 
use of child study is to differentiate between functions that 
in the ad u*lt' have become merged. 

4. Math. To obtain the differential or the differ-: 
ential coefficient of. 

2816 tr. Lacroix's Dff. 4 I nt. Calculus 18 The differen- 
tial coefficient being a new function, .may itself be differen- 


fc 


differing-. 

tiated, 1882 Minchin Unipl. Kimmat. 229 Differentiate 
this equation first with respect to £ and then with respect 
to v/. 

Hence Differentiated ppl. a., Differentiating- 
vbl. sb, and ppl. a . ; also Differentiator, he who 
or that which differentiates. 

x86x H. Macmillan Footn. Page Nat. 203 In the fungi, 
however, there is little or nothing of this specializing or 
differentiating process. Their entire structure is uniform. 
£864 H. Spencer I Rust. Univ. Progr. 3 Each of these 
differentiated divisions .. begins itself to exhibit some con- 
trast of parts. 1871 Tyndall Fragm. Sc. (1879) I. xx. 490 
The differentiating influence of ‘environment’ on two minds 
of similar natural cast. x888 R. F. Littledale in A cademy 
7 July 6/1 No impression of conscious imitation . . but only 
that of differentiated heredity. ^ Mod. {Math.) The result 
can be obtained by differentiating. 

Differentiation (diferenfi^i-Jbn). [n. of ac- 
tion f, Differentiate : so in mod. F.] 

1. The action of differentiating, or condition of 
being differentiated (see prec. I, 2 ); any change 
by which like things become unlike, or something 
homogeneous becomes heterogeneous J spec, in 
Biol., etc., the process, or the result of the process, 
by which in the course of growth or development 
a part, organ, etc. is modified into a special form, 
or for a special function ; specialization ; also the 
gradual production of differences between the de- 
scendants of the same ancestral types. 

1855 H. Spencer Princ. Psychol. (1870) I. 1. in. 49 In the 
rudimentary nervous system, there is no such structural 
differentiation. 1863 E. V. Neale Anal. Th. 4 Nat. 217 
The differentiation of a diffused material substance into the 
opposite forms of suns and planets. 1865 Gosse Land 4 Sea 
(1874) 213 The lower the rank of an organism . , the less of 
differentiation we find, the less of specialty in the assign- 
ment of function to organ. 1871 Darwin Desc. Man L ii. 
61 He [the naturalist] justly considers the differentiation 
and specialisation of organs as the test of perfection. 1874 
Sweet Eng. Sounds 23 The Roman alphabet has been 
further enriched by the differentiation of various forms of 
the same letter, of which the present distinction between 
11 and v, i and/, are instances. 1875 Lyell Princ . Geol. II. 
in. xliii. 480 We cannot so easily account for the differen- 
tiation of the Papuan and the Malay races. 1880 A. R. 
Wallace Isl. Life 278 Long continued isolation would 
often lead to the differentiation of species. 

2. The action of noting or ascertaining a differ- 
ence (see prec. 3 ) ; discrimination, distinction. 

<3x866 Whewell in Macm. Mag. XLV. 142 Men rush . . 
to differentiation on the slightest provocation. 1875 G. H. 
Lewes Prob. of Life $ Mind Sen 1. II. vl iv. 504 The 
logical distinctions represent real differentiations, but not 
distinct existents. # 1876 Bartholow ' Mat. Med. (1879) 114 
A careful differentiation of the causes. 

3. Math. The operation of obtaining a differen- 
tial or differential coefficient. 

1802 Woodhouse in Phil. Trans. XCII. 123 note , Pro- 
cesses of evolution, differentiation, integration, &c. are 
much more easily performed with the former expression. 
x8x6 tr. Lacroix's Diff. 4 Ini. Calculus 21 The principles 
of differentiation having been deduced. 1885 Watson & 
Burbury Math. Th. Electr. Magn. I. 31 Performing the 
differentiations and substituting, we get [etc ] 

f Differen tio-dlfferential, a. Math . Obs. 

1727-51 Chambers Cycl., Dfferen tio-differential Calculus 
is a method of differencing differential quantities, .the same, 
in effect, with the differential. 

Differently (drferentli), adv. [f. Different 
a. + -ly 2 .] In a different manner, or to a different 
degree; diversely. 

1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. n. viii; (1495) 35 Not alle 
lyke hut defferentely. C1400 Lanf rands Cirurg. 124 
Wounded in }>e heed differentliche. 1450-1530 Myrr. our 
Ladye 292 To the sonne ys sayde, Chnsteleyson dyf- 
ferentely from them, for he ys not .only god wyth them, but 
also man. x6i8 Bolton Floras iv. viii. 305 And now his 
Navie wafted up and down ..0 how differen tty from his 
Father ! hee rooted out the Cilicians, hut this man stirred 
Pyrats to take his part, a 1622 R. Hawkins Hawkins' 
Voyages {1878) 124 Those.. have recounted this mysterie 
differently to that which is written. 1651 Hobbes Leviath. 
l iv. x 7 When we concei ve the same things differently, we 
can hardly avoyd different naming of them. 1665 J. Ser- 
geant Sure footing 182 Reason acts much differently now 
then formerly. 1713 Berkeley Guardian No. 70 F 5 Philo- 
sophers judge of most things very differently from the vulgar. 
X770 Mad. D’Arblay Early Diary 10 Jan. (1889) I. 64 How 
very differently do I begin this year to what I did the 
last ! 1844 C. C. Southey A ndrew Bell III. 135 He seems 
to have spent his time somewhat differently than was usual 
with him. x86o Tyndall Glac. r. vi. 45 Two surfaces, dif- 
ferently illuminated. X865 Ruskin Sesame 25 He will think 
differently from you in many respects. 

Bifferentness. rare. [f. as prec. + -NESS.] 
The quality of being different ; difference. 

T727 Bailey vol. II, Differentness, difference. 1862 F. 
Hall Hindu Philos, Syst. 95 In the twenty-four qualities, 
they include differentness, contact, separation, remoteness. 

Differing, vbl. sb. [f. Differ v. + -ingL] 
1. The action of the verb Differ, q. v. ; difference. 

1822 Mrs. E. Nathan Langreatk I. 151 You must excuse 
so material a differing in our opinions. 

1 2. Her. = Difference sb. 4 b. Obs. 

1592 Wyrley Armorie 7 Another matter, .to be reformed, 
is the maner of differings. , 

1 3. A disagreement ; —Difference sb. 3 . 

1660 R. Coke Power Subj. 266 [To] decide our differings 
in Church and State. 1690 W. Walker Idiomat. Anglo 
Lai, 220 Hence grow great differings {magnx discordix). 
1709 Chandler Eff. agst. Bigotry 16 Their little Differings 
should not occasion the abating of their mutual Love. 
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DIFFICULTY, 


. Differing, ppl a. [f. as prec. + -ING 2] ■ That 
differs: see the verb. 

1. in gen. sense: = Different a. Very, common 
in • 1 7th and early 1 8th c. ; now rare or Ohs. 

c 1374 Chaucer Boeth. v. Pr. v. 13 1 Dyuerse and differyng : 
substaunces. 1598 Manwood Lawes Forest x. § 7 (1615) 
79/1 An especial! manner of proceeding. .which is differing 
from the proceeding [etc.]. 1605 Bacon Adv. Learn . 1. iv. I 
§ 2 (1873) 28 Whose writings were in a differing style and 
form. £-1645 J. Howell Lett . II. xii, Which makes me to 
be of a differing opinion to that Gentleman . x666 Boyle Orig. 
Formes $ Qual. , Very differing from that pure whitenesse 
to be observ’d in the neighbouring Snow lately fallen. 1702 
Pope Sappho 43 Turtles and doves of differing hues unite. 
S719 De Foe Crusoe n. xii. (1858) 547 A differing name from 
that which our Portuguese pilot gave it. 1763 Sir W. Jones 
Caissa Poems (1777) 128 A' polish’d board, with differing 
colours grac’d, 1862 H. Martin Helen of Glenross II. 126, 

I was so changed by dress, .as to appear, . essentially differ- 
ing to what I had ever been. 

2 . Disagreeing in opinion or statement ; discre- 
pant, discordant. 

1581 Sidney Apol. Poetrie (Arb.) 31 Hauing much a-doe 
to accord differing Writers. 1677 W. Hubbard Narrative 68 
There are differing accounts about the manner of his taking 
and by whom. 1858 Martineau Stud. Chr. 280 The differ- 
ing voices of the intellect and the soul, 
f 3 . At variance, disputing, quarrelling. Ohs. 
elfin Chapman Iliad xx. 543 Then sent they the chief 
priests of Gods with offer'd gifts t’ atone His differing fury. 
1700 Dryden Pal. <$• A rc. Ded. to Duchess Ormond 152 
O daughter of the Rose, whose cheeks unite The differing 
titles of the Red and White. 

t Differingly, adv. Ohs . [f. prec. + -ly 2 .] 

In a differing manner, differently. 

1602 Warner Alb. Eng. (1612) 364 More diffringly and 
doubtingly than of the other sixe. ifififi Boyle Orig. Formes 
«$• Qual. (1667) 27 Each organ of Sense, .may be it selfe dif- 
feringly affected by external Objects. 1688 — Final Causes 
Nat. Things ii. 58 Organs of sight that are very differingly 
framed and placed. a 1691 — Hist Air xix. (1692) 163 
These differingly colour’d sorts of Vitriol. 

t Biffe •rrence. Ohs. [f. differ , obs. form of 
Defer v . 1 + -ence.] The action of deferring or 
putting off, delay. 

*559 Crosraguell Let. Willock in Keith Hist. Ch. Scotl. 
App. 198 The hail warld may se that it is hot differrence 
that ye desyre, and not to haif the mater at ane perfyte tryall. 

Diffet, obs. var. Divot, a sod. 
t Diffi'bulate, v, Ohs. rare “ °. [f. ppl. stem 

of L. diffibulare , i.dif Dis- + fibula clasp, buckle, 
Fibula.] To unclasp, unbuckle. 

. 1656 Blount Glossogr ., Diffibidate , to unbutton, open or 
ungird. 

f Diffiea*eity. Obs. rare- 0 , [ad. med.L, diffiicd- 
eitas , f, diffiedx difficult (Catholicon),] Difficulty. 

■ 1656 Blount Glossogr., Difficacity , hardness or difficulty. 

• || Difficile, -il (difrsil, drfisil), a. Obs. (exc. as 
I’' r.) [a. late OF. difficile (15th c. in Littre), ad. L. 
dffeil-iSyf. dif-, Dis- + faciiis able to be. clone, 
easy. Cf. Pr, difficile Sp. dificil, It. difficile The 
opposite of facile. 

f 1 . Not easy, hard to do or accomplish, trouble- 
some ; * Difficult a. 1 a, b (q.v. for construc- 
tions). Obs. 

1477 Earl Rivers (Caxton) Dictes 143 It is a difficile thing 
to a man to be long in belth. 1489 Caxton Faytes of A . 1. 
x. 29 A 1 thinges seme dyfficyle to the dysciple. 1500-25 
Dunbar's Poems [1893) 309 Thocht luve be grene in gud 
enrage, And be difficill till asswage. 1533 Bellenden Livy 
li. (1822) 205 The Romanis . . finalie wan the difficillest and 
inaist strate parte of the said montane. 1566 Painter 
Pal. Pleas. 1.45 b, To adventure ^anye hard and difficile 
exploit. 1573 New Custom xx. it. in Hazl. Dodsley III. 30 
No matter so difficile for man to find out. 1621 Burton 
A nat. Mel. 11. i, iv. ii. 302 They.. make it most dan- 
gerous and difficill to be cured. ^ 1663 Butler Hud. r. i. 53 
That Latine was no more difficile Than to a Blackbird 'tis 
to whistle. 1665 Sir T. Herbert Trav. (1677) 88 Hope 
oft fancies that to be facile in the attainment, which reason 
in the event shews difficile. 

f 2 . Hard to understand ; —Difficult a. 1 c. 
c 1546 Joye in Gardiner Declar. Art. Joys (1546) p. xv, 
Isai prophecied of Christ that, .lie shoulde not be darke and 
dyffyeyle or harde in his doctrine. _ 1552 Abp. Hamilton 
C a tech. (1884) 46 Ane exposition of difficil & obscuire placis. 
1637 Gillespie Eng. Pop. Cerern . in. viii. 196 If the matter 
be doubtfull and difficille. 

II 3 . Of persons: Hard to persuade or satisfy ; un- 
accommodating, making difficulties ; awkward, 
trou blesome to deal with ; - Difficult a. 3. 

In modem use as nonce-wd. from French (dxfzsz‘ 1 ). 

1536 in Strype Eccl. Mem. I. App. lxxvi. 183 The Kings 
highnes. .wold not shew himself very difficile. ^ 1622 Bacon 
Ilen.^ VII y Wks. (Bohn) 448 This cardinal , .finding the pope 
difficile in granting thereof, 1633 J. Done Hist. Septua- 
gint 146 Some race of Women ate deficile and troublesome. 
1855 Caroline Fox Mein. Old Friends (1882) 301 The most 
difficile and bizarre body in Christendom. 1881 Mallock 
Romance 19th Cent. 1 . 248 No jealousy , , made her in the 
least cold or difficile. 

tDifficilely, -illy, adv. Ohs. [f. Difficil (e 
+ -hr z .] In a difficult manner ; with difficulty. 
xfi*3 Sherley Trav. Persia 99 Princes difficilly speak 
of peace while they feele themselues able to make warres. 

Diffieileness (difisrlncs). . |£ prec, ■+■ -ness.] 
The quality of being f difficile ’ ; see above. (In 
modern use from Difficile 3.) 

2607-12 Bacon Ess., Goodness (Arb.) 204 A Crosnes, or 
frowardnes, or aptnes to oppose, or difficilenes. *632 Lith- 


goW' Trav. vm, 373 Doubting of his passage, and the difficil- i 
nesse’of the Countrey. 1886 R. A. King Shadmoed Life \ 
III. iii. 58 In love . . with her person, her pleasantness, her 
fortune . . and last, though not least, her difficileness. 

Difficilitate, v. rare or Obs. [f. L. difficil-is ; 
difficult : cf. Difficultate.] trans. To render 
difficult : the opposite of facilitate. 

xfin Cotgr.j Difficulter, to difficultate, or difficilitate ; to 
make difficult. 1640 Quarles Enckirid. 1, Ixxviii, The bold- , 
nesse of their resolution will disadvantage the assaylants, 
and difficilitate their design. 1648 W. Mountague Devout 
Ess. 1. xv. § 4 (R.) The inordinateness of our love difficilitateth 
this duty. | 

t Difficul, a. Obs. Also 5 deflfykel,f> difficull. 

[? a. OldLat. difficul (cited by Nonius from Varro) : 
the Eng. word may however have been deduced \ 
from difficulty , or pronounced after the latter, in- : 
stead of with sibilant c as in difficile «= next. 
Hence f Difficully adv. Obs. 

c 1400 Lanf ranc' s Cirurg. 99 Olde woundys which pat be)? 
deffykel to be consowdyde. 1552 Huloet, Difficull reason, 
obscuration obscurum argumentum. Diffuse or difficull, 
obscumcs. Ibid., ^Difficul lye, difficile, c 1645 Howell Lett. 
(1650) II. 112 Certain . . words . . accounted the difficulst in 
all the whole Castilian language. 

Difficult (diffikpit). a. Also 5 dyficulte, 5-6 
difficulte. Comp, difficulter, sup. dif&cultest 
(now rare). [An English formation, of which the 
ending -cult is not etymologically regular: cf. 
L. difficil-is, F. difficile. It has been regarded 
as deduced from the sb. difficult-y ; and it may 
have arisen under the joint influence of difficul 
(see prec.) and difficulty. It appeared earlier than 
the adoption of difficile from French, which it has 
also outlived.] 

1 . Not easy; requiring effort or labour; occa- 
sioning or attended with trouble ; troublesome, 
hard. a. of actions, etc. : Hard to clo, perform, 
carry out, or practise. Often with inf. subject. 

1586 T. B, La Primaud. Pr. Acad. 1. (1594) 42 Good 
beginnings in all great matters are alwaies the diffictiltest 
part of them. 1598 Hakluyt Voy. I. 212 (R.) Things diffi- 
cuite [they] haue made facile, ifioo J. Pory tr. Leo' s Africa 
11. 149 Necromancers, .their arte is exceeding difficult. 1608 
D. T. Ess. Pol. <5< Mor. 19 b, How difficult a thing :it is, to 
love, and to be wise, and both at once, xfifi 6 Boyle Orig. 
Formes <5* Qual., The greatest and difficultest Changes. 
1676-7 Marvell Corr. cclxxv. (1872-5) II. 504 It is much 
diriiculter for you to have obtained an injunction, than to 
retain it. 1751 Johnson Rambler No. 172 r 14 Virtue is 
sufficiently difficult with any circumstances. 1799 Kirwan 
Geol. Ess. 10 [Their] difficult solubility in water. _x86o 
Motley Netkerl. (1868) I. i. 1 It is difficult to imagine^ a 
more universal disaster. 1876 Mozley Univ. Serin, ix. 
(1877) 195 Generosity to an equal is more difficult than 
generosity to an inferior. 

b. of the object of an action. Const, inf. 
(now usually act., less freq./^w.), or With of or in 
before a noun expressing the action; also with 
the action contextually implied ( = hard to pass, 
reach, produce, construct, or otherwise deal with.) 

£•1400 Lanf ranc' s Cirurg. 99 To consowde olde woundes 
whiche J?at ben difficult IMS. B. deffykel] to be consowded. 
Ibid. 105 pe cheke be constreyned and difficulte of mevynge. 
1509 Hawes Past. Pleas, x. iv, If apparaunce Of the cause 
. .Be hard and difficulte in the utteraunce. 1651 Hobbes 
Leviatk. m. xxxvii. 233 The thing . . is strange, and the 
naturall cause difficult to imagine. 1734 tr. R oilin' s A na 
Hist. (182 7) VII. xvii. vii. 203 A river very difficult, as well 
in regard to its hanks as to the marshes on the sides of it. 
X749 Fielding Tom Jones vii. vi, The real sentiments of 
ladies were very difficult to be understood. 1793 Smeaton 
Edystone L. Ded. 4 A plain and simple building, that has 
nevertheless been acknowledged to be, in itself, curious, 
difficult, and useful. 1814 Wordsw. Excursion v. 492 
Knowledge, .is difficult to gain. 1850 M'Cosh Div. Govt . 
i. ii. (1874) 29 This is a difficult question to answer, i860 
Tyndall Glac. 1. viii 58 In some places I found the crevasses 
difficult. 1870 Yeats Nat. Hist. Comm. 89 Markets are 
so difficult of access. ' 

c. Hard to understand ; perplexing; puzzling, 
obscure. 

1556 Aurelio $ I sab. (i6o8}G vj,If youre difficulte speak- 
inge overcome me. 1612 Brinsley Lud. Lit. 46 The 
difficultest things in their Authours. x66x Boyle Style of 
Script. (1668) 53 Leaving out all such difficulter matters. 
1858 Buckle Civiliz. (1869) II. v. 217 Butler, one of the 
most difficult of our poets. 1885 Bible <R.V.) Jer. xxxiii. 3 
Great things, and difficult, which thou knowest not., 

2 . Of persons, arch. a. Hard to please or satisfy; 
hot easy to get on with; unaccommodating, exact- 
ing, fastidious. 

1589 Puttbnham^ Eng. Poesie 1. xiLjArb.) 44 To make him 
ambitious of honour, lealous and difficult in his worships, 
X663 HEATH Flagellum or O. Cromwell led. 2) 7 Being in 
his own nature of a difficult disposition , .and one that would 
have due distances observed towards him. 1734 tr. Rollins 
Am. Hist. (1827) III. 32 Children were early accustomed 
not to be nice or difficult in their eating. 1773 Goldsai, 
Stoops to Conq. 1. i, I’ll .. look out for some less difficult 
admirer. 1855 Thackeray Newcomes II. 87 My temper is 
difficult. 1889 Lowell Walton Lit. Ess. (j 891) 8x He [Cotton] 
also wrote verses which the difficult Wordsworth could praise. 

b. Hard to induce or persuade ; unwilling, re- 
luctant, obstinate, stubborn. 

<2x502 in Am olde Ckron. (xSii'i 81 That such persones 
which were difficulte {printed difficultie] ageynst. the sayd 
■ ordre be callid afore my Lorde. Mayr and Aldirmen to be 
reformed bi their wise exortacions. £*1645 Howell Lett. 
vi. 8, I attended him also vfith, the Note of. your Extra- 


ordinaries, wherein I find him something difficult and dila- 
tory yet. 1691 Ray Creation 1. > 1701 ) 56 In particular I am 
difficult to believe, that [etc.]. 1749 Fielding Tom Jones 
Xiv. ii. Lady Bellaston will be as difficult to believe any 
thing against one who [etc.], 1892 L. Keith 1 he Halhtts 

I. xiii. 248 Sir Robert had been rather a difficult husband— 
that is to say, lie had 1 occasionally taken his own way. 

t Difficult, sb. Obs . rare . [f. Difficult a.] 

Difficulty. ■ ■■ ' _ 

1709 tr. Sir J. Spehnan's Alfred Gt. 95 What Difficult 
Alfred had to recover the Land. Ibid. 118 bis, 120. 

Brfficult, V. Now local, [a. obs. F. difficulter 
to make difficult, f. med.L. difficul tare, f. difficultas 
difficulty : see Difficultate, Difficilitate.] 
f 1 . trans. To render difficult, impede (an action, 
etc,). The opposite of to facilitate , Obs. 
a x6o8[see Difficulting below]. 1678 Temple : L et. to Ld. 
Treasurer Wks. 1731 II. 506 Those which intended _to 
difficult or delay the Ratification with France, a 1698 Ibid. 

II. 484 (Ld, Having desisted from their pretensions, which 
had diffi cubed the peace. 1818 Todd s. v. Difficultate, The 
late lord chancellor Thurlow was fond of using the verb 
difficult ; as, he difficulte^ the matter ; but he was pro- 
nounced unjustifiable in this usage. 

2 . To put in a difficulty, bring, into difficulties, 
perplex, embarrass (a person). Usually pass. {Sc. 
and U.S.) 

1686 [see Difficulting below]. 17x3 ' Wodrow Cam (1843) 

I . 464, I would be difficulted to read the King of France ‘the 
most Christian king ’ to my people. 17x8 Ibid. II. 410 How 
far the alterations, .may straiten and difficult some ministers 
who have formerly sworn the oath. 1782 J. Brown Address 
to Students (i 858 < 62 If you be difficulted how to act. 1813 

J. Ballantyne in Lockhart Ballaniyne-Jmmbug Handled 
(1839) 20 This business has always been, .difficulted by all 
its capital . . being lent the printing-office. 1845 Bush 
Resurrection 51 t Bartlett) We are not difficulted at all on 
the score of the relation which the new plant bears to the 
old. x86x W. E. Aytoun N. Sinclair I. 155 The poor 
lads might 1 be difficulted to find meal for their porridge. 

Hence Drfficultmg vbl. sb. and ppl. a. 

<2x608 Sir F. Verb Comm . 119 Lest . . [this] might give 
the enemy an alarm, to the difficulting of the enterprise. 
x686 Renwick Serm. xviii. (1776) 212 There is not a case 
that can put Him to a non-plus or difficulting extremity. 

Difficult ate, V. Obs. rare. [f. ppl. stem of 
med.L. difficult-are to render difficult, f.difficult-as 
difficulty.] trans. To make difficult : = prec. 1 . 

i6xx Cotgr., Difficulter, to difficultate or difficilitate. 
1829 Southey Lett. (1856) IV. 161 The circumstances which 
facilitated or difficultated df I may make such a word for the 
nonce' the introduction of Christianity. 

Difficultly (di fikwltli) , adv. [f. Difficult a. 
+ -ly 2 . Formerly very frequent in literary use; 
now rather avoided, and in speech rarely used; 
in sense 1 , c with difficulty i is usually substituted.] 
1 . In a difficult manner, not easily, hardly ; with 
difficulty. 

1558 in Strype Amt. Ref. I. App, iv. 4 Ireland . . will be 
very difficultly stayed in their obedience. 1624 Scott Vox 
C oeli 6 Our posterity will difficultly beleeue it. 1646 S. 
Bolton Arraignm. Err. 47 Castles, and forts, and strong 
holds, they are hardly conquered, difficultly overcome. 
1654 H. L’Estrange Chas. I (1655) 1 He. .was none of the 
gracefullest of Orators, for bis words came difficultly from 
jhim. a 1677 Barrow Serm. Wks. 17x6 I, 5 A possession of 
trifles .. dimcultly acquired and easily lost. 1685 Boyle 
Effects of Mot. vi. 66 The Mountain Carpathus.. said to be 
much more steep and difficultly accessible than any of the 
Alps. .1718 Prideaux Connect . O. <5* .N. T. n. iv. 219 
Gorgias difficultly escaping fled to Marisa. 1784 J. Keir 
Diet. Chem. 97 The vapours. . are very elastic, and difficultly 
condensable, a 1843 Southey Doctor cexxi. (1862) 594 
Diseases .. difficultly distinguishable by their symptoms. 
1875 Ruskin Fors Clavig. V. 37 No. 50 The difficultly recon- 
cileable merits of old times and new things. 1879 Ruti.ey 
Study Rocks x, 87 Labradorite fuses readily . . anorthite is 
more difficultly fusible. 

b. In a way hard to understand ; obscurely. _ 

1581 Pettxe Guazso's Civ. Cotiv. 11. (1586) 62 It is a thing 

as blame worth ie to speak e dissolutelie, as to speake diffi- 
cultlie. 1875 A. J. Swinbourne Picture Logic ix. s8 Things 
seem to me to be put so difficultly in books. 

c. To a difficult degree; so as to be difficult of 
access, passage, etc. 

1872 C. King Mountain. Sierra Nev. iv. 88 We found the 
ice-angle difficultly steep ; but made our way successfully 
along its edge. 

&. In a difficult position ; in a condition of em- 
barrassment. (Cf. Difficulty 2 c.) 

1886 P. O. Hutchinson Diary T. Hutchinson 1 1 . 430 
Th ese unfortunate people were very diffi cultly placed, 
f 2 . Unwillingly, reluctantly. Obs, 

1551 Robinson tr. MorVs Utop. ii. 1 Arb.) 99 , 1 knowe howe 
difficultlie and hardelye I meselfe would haue beleued. 1614 
Lodge Seneca 2 Hath .. either . . denied, or promised but 
difficultly . „ with strained and reproachful words. *677 
Otway Cheats of Scapiu n. i, How easily a miser swallows 
a load, and how difficultly he disgorges a grain. 

1 Dl-fiffcultness. Obs. rare. [f. as prec. + 
-ness.] The quality of being difficult ; difficulty. 

1560 P. Whitehorne tr. Macchiavelli's Arte of Warre 
(1573) 70 b Such diflicultnesse is necessarie. 1580 Frampton 
Dial. Yron $ Steele 170 It toke.away the difficul tnesse of 
the swallowing downe. 1644 Djgby Two 'Treatises (1645) 
11. 77 The difficul tnesse of this subject, .would not allow us 
that liberty. 

Difficulty (drfikzflti). Also 4-6 dyff-, -te, 5-6 
-tee, -tye, 6-7 -tie. [ad. L. diffimltas, -tatem 
(f. dif-, Dis- 4- facultas Faculty), perh. immed. 
through OF. or AF. difficult i. 


BOTICULrTY. 


DXFFLIXENCY, 


In OF. tile word is as yet recorded only of 15th cf, it may 
have been in earlier use m Anglo-Fr. ; but the English word, 
which was common before 1400, may have been formed 
directly from L., on the type of the many existing words in 
-te corresponding to L. words in -ias, e. g.pcmreti, pureie.\ 

1. The quality, fact, or condition of being diffi- 
cult ; the character of an action that requires labour 
or effort ; hardness to be accomplished ; the oppo- 
site of ease or facility. 

138a Wyclif Num. xx. 19 No difficulte shal be in the 
prijs. 1398 Trevisa Barth , De P. R. xrt, ii. (1495* 409 Yf 
. .the Egle hath thre byrdes, she throwyth oute one of her 
neste for dyffyculte of fedyng. <7x450 St. Cuthbert 1 Surtees) 
7969 His sonn with grete difficulte Gart his fader monke 
to be. 1513 More in Grafton Citron. (1568) II. 786 He 
speedily without any difficultie . . brought the matter to a 
good conclusion. *667 Milton P. L. ii. 449 If aught . . in the 
shape Of difficulty or danger could deterre Me. 1719 De 
Foe Crusoe (1840) I, viii, 139 , 1 had no great difficulty to cut 
it down. 1759 Robertson Hist . Scot. I, it. 134 Nor was this 
reconcilement a matter of difficulty. 1770 Junius Lett. xli. 
208, 1 have been deterred by the difficulty of the task. 1797 
Mrs. Radcliffe Italian i, She walked with difficulty, i860 
Tyndall Glac. 11. x. 283 The difficulty of thus directing a 
chain over crevasses and ridges. 1875 J owett Plato (ed. 2) 

I. 261 Socrates has no difficulty in showing that virtue is a 
good. 

b. Said of the object of an action (the nature of 
which is contextually implied: cf. Difficult 
a . 1 b). 

1747 Col, Pec. Pennsylv. V. 103 The Length and Diffi- 
culty of the Bay. Mod. The steepness and difficulty of the 
direct path. A route of considerable difficulty. 

e. The quality of being hard to understand ; 
perplexing character, obscurity. 

1529 More Styptic. Sonlys Wks. 321/1 Because that of 
the difficultie of his [St, Paul's] writing thei catch some- 
time some matter of contention. 1644 Milton Educ. Wks. 
(1847)100/1 If the language be difficult, .it is not a difficulty 
above their years, i860 Farrar Grig. Lang. i. 21 The diffi- 
culty and obscurity of the phrase. 

2 . with a and pL A particular instance of this 
quality ; that which is difficult, a. A thing hard 
to do or overcome ; a hindrance to action. 

a 1619 Daniel Funeral Poem (R.), N or how by mastering 
difficulties so . . He bravely came to disappoint his foe. 
<22716 South (J. 1 , They mistake difficulties for impossi- 
bilities. 1775 Burke Coyr. 1844) II. 53, I see, indeed, 
many, many difficulties in the way. 1856 Froude Hist . 
Eng, (1858) I. ii. 130 As difficulties gathered round him, he 
encountered them with the increasing magnificence of his 
schemes. 1880 Geikie Phys. Geog.br. 232 A difficulty may 
sometimes be felt in understanding how [etc. ]. 1893 IVestrn. 
Gaz. 13 Feb. 1/2 To parade difficulties is the delight of the 
pedant; to grapple with them is the task of the statesman. 
Mod. The children, I admit, are a difficulty. 

b. Something hard 10 understand ; a perplexing 
or obscure point or question. 

c 1386 Chaucer Friar's T. Prol 8 Ye han her touchid 
In scole maiier gret difficulte. a 1500 Chester PI. (1892) 
118 Discussing this difficulty. 1577 tr. Bullinger's Decades 
(1592) 29 There is no_ cause for anye man by reason of a 
few difficulties, to dispaire to attaine to the true vnder- 
standinge of the Scriptures. 1693 R. L’Estrange Fables 
No. 494 (1708) I. 540 When People have been Beating their 
Brains about a Difficulty, and find they can make Nothing 
on’t. 1770 Beattie Ess. Truth 11. i. § 1 (R.), Let us see, 
then, whether . . we can make any discovery preparatory to 
the solution of this difficulty, a 1843 J. H. Newman Par. 
Serm., Chr. Myst. (1868) I. 211 Difficulties in revelation are 
especially given to prove the reality of our faith. 

c. An embarrassment of affairs ; a condition in 
which action, co-operation, or progress is difficult ; 
a trouble ; often spec, a pecuniary embarrassment. 
(Usually ba.pl.) 

1705 Addison Italy (J.\ They lie under some difficulties, 
by reason of the emperour’s displeasure, who has forbidden 
their manufactures. <22715 Burnet Own Times I. 346 The 
king was under no difficulties by anything they had done. 
1831 Fr. A. Kemble Jrnl. in Rec. Girlhood (1878) III. 68 
Mr Brunton.ds in ‘difficulties’ (civilized plural for debt'. 
1861 Smiles Engineers II. 142 A serious difficulty occurred 
between him and his wife on this very point, which ended 
in a separation. 1883 Law Times LXXIX. 173/2 In Dec. 
1867 the company fell into difficulties. 1886 Tip Cat xix. 
254 Come to me if you . . are in any difficulty or trouble. 

3. Reluctance, unwillingness (see Difficult a. 
2 b) ; demur, objection. Obs. exc. in phr. to make 
a difficulty or difficulties , now associated with 
2 a; formerly \ to make difficulty , i.e. to show 
reluctance. 

1513 More in Grafton Chron. (1568) II. 795 The Protector 
made great difficultie to come to them. 1548 Hall Chron . , 
Hen. V, 70 b, To obeye us without opposicion, contradiccion 
or difficultee. <31608 Sir F. Vere Comm. 119 Her Majesty. . 
with some difficulty (as her manner waslgranted the men to 
be levied. 1687 T. Smith in Magd. Coll, lOxf. Hist. Soc.) 18 
Hee making seyerall difficultyes. 1769 Robertson Chas, V 

II. vi. 95 This she grauted with some difficulty. 1769 
Goldsmith Rom. Hist. (1786) II. 355 Apollonius, .made no 
difficulty of coming from Greece to Rome. 1873 Tristram 
Moab xiii. 239 They .. never made any difficulties or 
demands. 

Blffidation (difid^jbn). Hist. Instil, [ad. 
med.L. dijfidafion-em (Du Cange), n. of action 
from med.L. diffiddre to distrust, f. dif, Dis- 
+ *-fjdare to trust, keep faith ; see Defy vJ] The 
undoing of relations of faith, allegiance, or amity ; 
declaration of hostilities ; = Defiance i. 

1731 Chandler tr. Limborclt's Hist. Inquis. II. 24 Diffi- 
dation declares Hereticks to be enemies of their Country 
and the Empire. .When any one is declared an Heretick by 
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the Sentence of the Judge, any Man . . may seize, plunder, 
and kill him. 1807 Coxe Hist. Ho, Austria (Bohn) I. xxx. 
454 They sent a . . letter of diffidation, in which they re- 
nounced their allegiance. 18x8 Hallam Mid. Ages (1872) 
II. 58 The ceremony of diffidation, or solemn defiance of 
an enemy. 2845 S. Austin Ranke's Hist. Re/. I. 81, The 
evils attendant on the right of diffidation or private warfare 
(j Fehderecht). 2857 Sir F. Palgrave Norm. 4* Eng. II. 1. 
27 According to modern principles, the Subject’s allegiance 
is indefeasible, .but the primeval legislation of the Teutons 
permitted to the vassal . . the right of diffidation— he might 
undo his faith. 

Biffi.de (difard), v. Now rare. [f. L. diffiidere 
to distrust, be distrustful, f. dif, Dis- + fideret o 
trust. Gf. Defy v . 1 sense 7.] intr. To want faith 
or confidence ; to have or feel distrust ; to diffide in 
(f °f)> distrust. (The opposite of confide.) 

1532 Bonner Let. in Burnet Hist. Ref. II. 180, I diffided 
in the justness of the matter, c 1565 Lindesay (Pitscottie) 
Chron. Scot. (1728) 55 Never diffiding of good fortune.. 1606 
J. Hynd Eliosto Libidinoso 30, 1 . .wish thee not to diffide. 
1624 Fisher in F. White Repl. Fisher it$ Not to seeme to 
diffide. .of your Maiesties iudgement. 2697 Dryden JEneid 
xi. 636 If in your arms thus early you diffide. <22806 
C. J. Fox Reign James II. (1808) 32 With regard to facts 
remote . . wise men generally diffide in their own judgment. 
1829 J. Donovan Catech. Council of Trent { 1855)517 And 
diffiding entirely in ourselves, we shall seek refuge . . in 
the mercy of God. 184s R. W. Hamilton Pop. Educ. j. 
7 We speak not now 01 certain affirmed calculations. We 
diffide in them. 

f b. with clause. Obs. 

1647 H. More Cupid's Confl ict lxxvii, To. .diffide Whether 
our reasons eye be clear enough, a 17x3 Ellwood Auto - 
biog. (18851 257 Which of us can now diffide That God will 
us defend ? 

+ c. trans. To distrust, doubt. Obs. 

1678 R. Barclay Apol. Quakers ii. § 14. 62 So would I 
not have any reject er diffide the Certainty of that Unerring 
Spirit. 2678 Cudworth Intell. Syst . 779 Alwaies fluctu- 
ating about them [Incorporeals] and diffiding them. x686 
Horneck Crucif Jesus xxii. 658 How basely hast thou 
diffided this providence ! 

Hence Diffi/ding vbl. sb„ distrusting. 

1657 G. Starkey Helmont's Vind. 149 It is a great diffiding 
in God’s mercy. 

tBiffideTity. Obs. rare— 1 , [f. dif-, DiS- + 
Fidelity, after infidelity .] Disbelief, unbelief. 

1659 Fuller App. Inj. Innoc. 1. 61 Parcel-Diffidelity in 
matters of such nature, I am sure is no sin. 

Diffidence (drfidens). [ad. L. diffidentia 
want of confidence, mistrust, distrust, f. diffident - 
em, pr. pple. of d iff! d- ere to distrust : see Diffide 
and -ence. Cf. obs. F. diffidence , -ance, 16— 1 7th. 
c. in Godef.] (The opposite of Confidence.) 

1 . Want of confidence or faith ; mistrust, distrust, 
misgiving, doubt. Now rare or Obs. 

1526 PHgr, Per/. (W. de W. 1531) 94 Bycause we put 
diffedence or mistrust in God. 2548 Hall Chron., Edw. I V f 
208b, King Edward beyng..in diffidence of reysyng any 
army .. departed. 1595 Shaks. John 1. i. 65 Thou dost 
shame thy mother, And wound her honor with this diffi- 
dence, 1614 Bp. Hall Recoil. Treat. 684 Away with 
these weake diffidences. 2614 T. Jackson Comment. Creede 
ii. 251 Distrust or diffidence to Gods promises. 2641 J. 
Shute Sarah $ Hagar (1649) 33 Diffidence in the promise 
of God. 2649 Milton Eikon. xii. (1851) 436 Hee had 
brought the Parlament into so just a diffidence of him, 
as that they durst not leave the Public Amies at his 
disposal. 1712 Pope Let. to Steele 15 July, Sickness . . 
teaches us a diffidence in our earthly state. 1741 Richard- 
son Pamela (1742) IV. 271 Since that Time, I have always 
had some Diffidences about her. 1818 Jas, Mill Brit. 
India II. v. v. 549 A diffidence, .of his judgment or his 
virtue. 2823 Lingard Hist. Eng. VI. 65 His former refusal 
... proceeded . . from diffidence in the sincerity of his ally. 
2838 Emerson Addr., Lit. Ethics Wks. (Bohm II. 206 The 
diffidence of mankind in the soul has crept over the American 
mind. 

2 . Distrust of oneself ; want of confidence in one’s 
own ability, worth, or fitness; modesty, shyness of 
disposition. 

[1652 Hobbes Leviath. 1. vi. 25 Constant Despayre, Diffi- 
dence of our selves, a 2683 S idney Disc. Gold. iii. § 40 (1704) 
394 Every one ought to enter into a just diffidence of him- 
self.] 1709 Pope Ess.Crit. 567 Speak, tho" sure, with seem- 
ing diffidence. 1798 Ferriar Illustr. Sterne 1. 12 The diffi- 
dence of Erasmus prevented him from assuming that title. 
1841 Macaulay Ess., W. Hastings (1854) 646/1 With great 
diffidence, we give it as our opinion. 2862 Trollope 
Orley F. xxxii. (ed. 4) 229 She had aid aside whatever 
diffidence may have afflicted her earlier years, and now was 
able to speak out her mind. 

t Brffidency. Obs. [f. as prec. : see -ency.] 
«= Diffidence ; distrust, mistrust 

1604 Edmonds Observ. Caesar's Comm. 6 So doth diffi- 
dencie wait vpon indirect and perfidious designements. 
1676 Wycherley PI. Dealer 1. i, He has the courage of 
men in despair, yet the diffidency and caution of Cowards. 
1694 F. Bragce Disc. Parables xiii. 450 He . . prays with 
great diffidency, and distrust of prevailing. 2748 Richard- 
son Clarissa (1811) III. i. 3 All diffidencies, like night-fogs 
before the sun, disperse at her approach. 

Biffident (drfident), a. [ad. L. diffident-em , 
pr. pple. of diffidfre to mistrust ; see Diffide, and 
-ent. (The opposite of Confident.)] 

1 . Wanting confidence or trust (in). ; distrustful, 
mistrustful (of). 

1598 Florio, Diffidinte , mistrustful, diffident. <22618 
Raleigh Mahomet 1 1637) 207 In the constancie of his people 
he was somewhat diffident. <21631 Donne Serm. xii. 114 
A fainting and a diffident Spirit. 1667 Milton P. L. 


vih. 562 Be not diffident OFWisdom, she deserts thee not, 
if thou Dismiss her not, when most thou needst her nigh. 
2692 Ray Creation 1. (1704) 159, I am somewhat diffident 
of the truth of those Stones. 2734 Watts Reliq. Juv. (1789) 
13 1 A feeble man and diffiden t had need to pray daily, Lord, 
lead us not into temptation. 1802 H. Martin Helen of 
Glenross III. 330 Had I been more diffident in its effects, 
I had not trusted, .to it. # 1873 Symonds Grk. Poets v. 141 
The English are not musicians, and are diffident in general 
of the artist class. 

2 . Wanting in self-confidence ; distrustful of one- 
self; not confident in disposition; timid, shy, 
modest, bashful. (The usual current sense.) 

[1648 Eikon Bas. xi. (1824) 88, I am not so diffident of My 
selfe, as brutishly to submit to any men's dictates.] 2713 
Addison Cato n. i, Let us appear nor rash nor diffident. 
1785 Mad. D'Arblay Lett. 3 Jan., He [Dr. Johnson] never 
attacked the unassuming, nor meant to terrify the diffident, 
1835 W. Irving Newstead Abbey Crayon Misc. (1863) 362 
She was shy and diffident. 1882 B. M. Croker Proper 
Pride I. ii. 42 She little knew that the apparently diffident 
young man was the life and soul of his mess. 

Diffidently (di-fidentli), adv. [f. prec. + -ly 2 .] 
In a diffident manner, with distrust or self-distrust. 

(?) 1613 State T rials, C* tess of Essex (1816) II. 831 He found 
it to be uncertainly and diffidently set down. S730-6 Bailey 
(folio), Diffidently, distrustfully, suspiciously. 2742 Richard- 
son Pamela (1742) III. 269 , 1 looked, I suppose, a little diffi- 
dently. 1856 Emerson Eng. Traits, Manners Wks. (Bohn) 
II. 46 Don’t creep about diffidently ; make up your mind, 
t Bi’ffidentness. Obs. rare- [f. as prec. 
+ -ness.] - Diffidence. 

1727 in Bailey vol. II. 2775 in Ash. 

Diffie, obs. form of Defy. 
t Biffrnd, v. Obs. rare ~ °. [ad. L, diffind-ere 
to cleave asunder, f. dif, Dis- + findere to cleave.] 
2727 Bailey vol. II, To Diffind, to cut or cleave asunder. 
1775 in Ash. 

JDiffine, -it ion, etc., obs. ff. Define, etc. 
f Difnnisli, -isse, v. Obs. : see Definish. 
f Biffi'SSion. Obs. rare— 0 , [ad . !L. diffissiott- 
em, n. of action f. diffindere to cleave asunder.] 

1727 Bailey vol. II, Diffission, a cleaving asunder, 

t Diffi*xed, pa. pple. Obs. rare ~~ °. [f. dif, 

Dis- + L.fixus, Fixed.] 

1727 Bailey vol. II, Difixed, loosened, unfastened, 
f liiffla'te, v. Obs. [f. L. difflat- ppl. stem of dif 
fldreto blow apart, disperse by blowing, f. <2?^, Dis- 
+ flare to blow.] trans. To blow apart or away. 
1620 Venner Via Recta (1650) 31 1 Thereby.. vaporous 
and rheumatick superfluities are discussed and difflated. 

t Bifflation. Obs. [n. of action f. L. diffldre , 
difflat- : see piec. Cf. obs. F. dijflation Cotgr.j 
Blowing asunder, or dispersing by blowing. 

1568 Siceyne The Pest (1860^ 18 Purgation is perfitit . . be 
. . fasting, and difflatipun. 1574 Newton Health Mag. 76 
Convenient refrigeration and diffiation of vapoures. 2620 
Venner Via Recta { 1650) 301 Hindering the diffiation and 
dissipation of vaporous fumes. 

b. In early Chemistry : see quot. 1 70 6. 

1662 J. Chandler Van Helmont's Oriat, 247 A substance 
scarce capable of diflation or blowing away. 1706 Phillips 
(ed. Kersey) Deflation . . a Term us’d by some Chymists, 
when Spirits raised by heat, are blown with a kind of Bel- 
lows, into the opposite Camera or Arch of the Furnace, and 
there found congealed 1763 W. Lewis Commerc. Phil . 
Techn. 21 1 Diffiation of the antimonial metal. 
Diffloryssh, var. of Deflourish v. Obs, 
Diffinau (di-fl^sen). Also difluan. Chem . 
[mod.f.L. dijflu-ere to flow away, dissolve H- -an 
I. 2.] A chemical compound, obtained, as a loose 
white very soluble powder of bitter saline taste, by 
the action of heat on a solution of alloxanic acid. 

1847 Turner's Elem. Chem. fed. 8) 787 Difluan, this 
compound is found in the liquid which has deposited the 
leucoturic acid. 2863-72 Watts Diet. Chem, I. 138 ^s. v. 
Alloxanic Acid , An aqueous solution of alloxanic acid is 
decomposed by boiling, carbonic anhydride being abun- 
dantly evolved, and two new bodies formed, one of which. . 
difluan, remains in solution, but may be precipitated by 
alcohol. Ibid. II. 322 Diffiuan. 

Biffiuence (di-ffoens). [f. Diffluent, or its 
L. source : see -ence, Cf. mod.F. diffluencel\ 

1 . The action or fact of flowing apart or abroad ; 
dispersion by flowing. Also fig. 

2633 Fletcher Purple Isl viii. xvi, Their violence 'Fore 
danger spent with lavish diffluence, Was none, or weak in 
time of greatest exigence. 1656 Blount Glossogr., Difflu- 
ence, a looseness, a flowing forth or abroad. 2816 G. S« 
Faber Orig. Pagan Idol. I. 292 Such a confluence and dif- 
fluence make, he supposes, the four heads mentioned by 
Moses. 2853 Reade Chr. Johnstone x. 128 The loose t law- 
less diffluence of motion that goes by that name [dancing]. 

2 . Dissolution into a liquid state ; deliquescence ; 
spec, in Biol, the peculiar mode of dissolution or 
disintegration of Infusoria, called by Dujardia 
* molecular effusion'. 

1847-9 Todd Cycl. Anat. IV. 712/1 Softening may vary 
from simple flabbiness to a state approaching diffluence, 
2862 J. R. Greene Man. Anim. Kingd., Ccelent. 52 Such 
amoeboid particles occasionally become detached by the 
method denominated * diffluence \ 

t Bi’ffiuency. Obs. rare~ x . [f. as prec. : see 
-ency.] Diffluent condition ; quality of flowing 
out in all directions, fluidity. 

2646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. 11. i. 50 Ice is only water 
congealed by the frigidity of the ayre, whereby it acquireth 
no new forme, but rather a consistence, or determination of 
its diffluency. 
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Diffluent . (di-fluent), a. [ad. L. diffluent-cm, 
pr. pple. of difflu-be to flow apart or away, f. dif, 
Dis- i 4 fluiire to flow. Cf. mod.F. diffluent.] 
Characterized by flowing apart or abroad; fluid; 
deliquescent. Also fig. 

/zx6x8 Sylvester Tobacco Battered 626 Yet over-moist 
[Brain], againe Makes it [Memory] so laxe, so diffluent and 
thin, That nothing can be firmly fixt there-in. 1642 Anne 
Bradstreet Poems (1678) 33 What’s diffluent I do consoli- 
date. 1647 Trapp Comm. Luke xvii. 8 A loose, discinct, and 
diffluent mind is unfit to serve God. x8xi W. Taylor in 
Monthly Rev. LXV. 228 Speech is confluent, rather than 
diffluent. 1851-9 Owen in Man. Sc. Eng. 365 Their soft 
organic substance is commonly diffluent. 2880 Gray in Nat. 
Sc. % Reltg. 14 A formless, apparently diffluent and struc- 
tureless mass. 

tDi*ffluOTlS, a. Ohs. rare- [f. L. difflu-us 
flowing asunder, overflowing (f. diffht-ere : see Dif- 
fluent) + -ous.] — Dtffluent. 

1727 Bailey vqI. II, Diffluous, flowing forth, abroad or 
several Ways. 

t Bifflirxive, a. Ohs. rare ~\ [f. L. diffiux- 
ppl. stem of diffluere (see Diffluent) 4 -ive.] 
That flows in different or all directions. 

1653 H. More Antul, Ath. m ix. (1712) 166 What the 
Wind, join’d with no statick power but loose and diffluxive, 
can do in shaking houses. 

t Dif£b*&e, z>. Ohs. rare . [ad. med.L. diffod-ere 
(Joannes de Janua Cathol.) to dig out, f. L. dif-, 
Dis- 1 4 fodere to dig. (Thence OF. desfoidr, db 
fouir to dig out.)] trans. To dig out, excavate. 

1657 Tomlinson Renods Disp. 91 When a ditch is diffoded 
in the earth. 1657 Physical Diet ., Diffoded , digged, as a 
hole or ditch is digged in the earth. 

t Biiform (di’^umh a. Ohs . Also 6 dyfforme. 
[ad. med, or mod.L. difform-is dissimilar in form, 
f. dif-, Dis- 4) 4 forma shape.] 

1 . Of diverse forms; differing in form. 

1547 Recorde Judic. Ur. 14 b, The dyfforme facyon of 
the urinall. 1548 — Ur in. Physick ix. (1651) 68 Other 
difform contents there be also. x66o Boyle New Exp . 
Phys. Meek, xxxvi. 300 The dif-form consistence . . of the 
Air at several distances from us. 167a Newton in Phil. 
Trans. VII. 5087 A confused Mixture of difform qualities. 
1677 Gale Crt. Gentiles iv. 38 The pleasures of the multi- 
tude are difforme and repugnant to each other. 

2 . Without symmetry or regularity of parts; not 
uniform ; of irregular form. 

1644 Digby Nat. Bodies 1. xvii. (1658) 103 What a difform 
net with a strange variety of mashes wou’d this be ? 1693 
Phil. Trans. XVII. 929 A difform or Papilionaceous 
Flower. 1707 S. Clarke 3rd <§• 4 th Defence (17x2) 7 If the 
Parts be dissimilar, then the Substance is difform or Hetero- 
geneous. 1845 Whitehall iv. 19 A huge difform mass of 
steel and adamant. 

t Difform, v. Ohs. rare. Also 5 defourme. 
[a. OF. difformer (16th c. in Godef.), or ad. med.L. 
difformdre , f. med.L. difformis : see prec.] trans. 
To bring out of conformity or agreement : the op- 
posite of Conform v. 2. 

c 1380 Wyclif Serm. Sel. Wks. II. 150 Hereinne shulde 
ech man sue Crist, .and gif he be contrarie herto, he synnep, 
difformed [v.r. defourmyd] fro Cristis wille. 

Difform;e, -ourme, etc., obs. ff. Deform, etc. 
+ Diffb'rmed, ppl. a. Obs. rare. [f. as .Dif- 
form a. 4 -ED.] Diversely or irregularly shaped. 

1665 Webb Stone-Heng (1725) 145 Tumuli were, .set about 
» . withjpetty and difformed Blocks of broken Craggs. 

+ Difformity (difp'irmti). Obs. [a. b . diffor- 
miti (1520 in Hatz.-Darm.), ad. med.L. difformitds, 

i. difformis differing in form : see Difform a.\ 

1 . Difference or diversity of form ; want of uni- 
formity between things. 

1530 Palsgk. Introd. 18 To avoyde all maner difformyte. 
2580 Holly band Treas. Fr. Tong , Absurdity difformitie, 
vnljkenesse. y 1630 Jackson Creed iv, il v. Wks. III. 273 
This difformity was most apparent in their works., for 
destitute of all good works most of them were not, but only 
of uniformity in working, 1646 Jer. Taylor Extemp. 
Prayer ON), There must [thus] needs be infinite difformity 
in the publick worship. 1748 Hartley Observ. Man. 1. 1. 
37 The Difformity of Texture. 1857 Webb Intdlectualism 
Locke vii. 126 Locke . . resolves all knowledge into a per- 
ception of the ■ conformity’ or ‘ difformity’ of Ideas. 

2 . Divergence in form from, want of conformity 
with or to (a standard). 

1565 T. Stapleton Forir. Faith 138 b (T.), In respect of 
uniformity with the primitive church, as of difformity. 1640 
P. du Moulin Lett. Fr. Prot. to Scotchm. Covt. 4 Among 
all the reformed Churches . . there is neither deformity nor 
difformity in that point. 1641 Maisterton Serm. 7 To 
judge of their conformity or difformity thereunto. X646 Sir 
T. Browne Pseud. Ep. 1. xi. 48 They.. doe tacitely desire 
in them a difformitie from the primitive rule. 1677 Gale 
Crt. Gentiles iv. 45 In their conformitie to . . or difformitie 
from, .the perfect measure of morals. 

f Diffo*rmnesa. Obs. rare . [f. Difform a. 4 
-ness.] =prec. 

1548 Recorde Urin. Physick xi. 70/1 The difformenes [ed. 
2651 difforments] and disagreing of the partes of it together. 

Difforse, obs. f. Deforce v. (sense 4]. 

c 1375 Sc. Leg. Saints , Theodera 569 Theodorus .. Our 
chilue difforsit & it [be barne] gat. 

Diffoule, diffowl, var. Defoul Obs. 
Diffound, obs. form of Diffund. 

Diffra ct, a. Bot. [ad. L. diffract-us broken in 
pieces : see next] Ofli chens : ‘ Broken into areolse 
with distinct interspaces.’ Syd. Soc. Lex. 1883. 


Diffract (difrse*kt\ v. [f. L. diffract -, ppl. 
stem of diff ring ere to break in pieces, shatter, f. 
dif-, DiS- 1 4 frangbre to break.] trans. To 
break in pieces, break up ; in Optics, To deflect 
and break up (a beam of light) at the edge of an 
opaque body or through a narrow aperture or slit ; 
to affect with Diffraction. Also fig. 

2803 Young in Phil. Trans. XCIV. 2 These fringes were 
the joint effects of the portions of light passing on each side 
of the slip of card, and inflected, or rather diffracted, into 
the shadow. 1839 Carlyle Chartism i. (1858 7 It is . , for 
some obscure distorted image of right that he contends; 
an obscure image diffracted, exaggerated, in the wonder- 
fullest way. 

Hence Diffra'eted, DifEra*cting ppl. adjs . 

1849 H. Rogers Ess. (1860) III. 222 The diffracted ap- 
pearance of various parts. 1873 Tyndall Led. Light ii. 92 
The diffracting particles were becoming smaller. 2876 J. 
Martineau Hours Th. (1877)292 The devout [mind] ascends 
beyond all diffracted or intercepted rays to the primal light 
that flings them. 

Diffraction (difrse-kjbn). [ad. mod.L. diffrac- 
tion-em (Grimaldi 1665), n. of action from diffrin- 
gere: see prec. So F. diffraction 1 666 in Hatz.- 
Darm.] 

1 . Optics . The breaking up of a beam of light 
(in the case of monochromatic light) into a series 
of light and dark spaces or bands, or (in that of 
white or other composite light) of coloured spectra, 
due to interference of the rays when deflected from 
their straight course at the edge of an opaque body 
or through a narrow aperture or slit. 

(These phenomena were formerly denoted by the name 
Inflexion; cf. also Deflexion 5.) 

1671 Phil. Trans. YI. 3068 Light is propagated . . also by 
diffraction, .when the parts of Light, separated by a mani- 
fold dissection, do in the same medium proceed in different 
ways. 1803 Young' Ibid. XCIV. 13 The observations on the 
effects of diffraction and interference. 1830 Herschel Stud. 
Nat. Phil, m, ii. (1838) 252 The diffraction or inflection of 
light, discovered by Grimaldi, a Jesuit of Bologna. 1855 H. 
Spencer Princ. Psych. (1872) II. vi. xi. 138 Only on the 
theory of undulations can .. diffraction be accounted for. 
i860 Tyndall Glac. 1. xxii. 154 All the hues produced by 
diffraction were exhibited in the utmost splendour. 1878 
J. D. Steele Physics 126 If we hold a small needle close 
to one eye and look toward the sun we see several needles. 
This is caused by diffraction. 

b. Acoustics. An analogous phenomenon occur- 
ring in the case of sound-waves passing round the 
comer of a large body, as a house. 

2 . In etymol. sense : Breaking in pieces, break- 
age. nonce-use . 

1825 Coleridge Aids Rejl. (1848) I. 286 There being, .no 
facts in proof of the contrary, that would not prove equally 
well the cessation of the eye on the removal or diffraction 
of the eye-glass. 

3 . attrib . (in sense 1), as diffraction band, fringe, 
spectrum, etc. ; diffraction grating, a plate of 
glass or polished metal ruled with very close equi- 
distant parallel lines, producing a spectrum by dif- 
fraction of the transmitted or reflected light. 

1863-72 VYatts Did. Chem. III. 608 Barton’s buttons, which 
are metallic but tons having very fine lines engraved on their 
surfaces . . exhibit magnificent diffraction spectra. 1867 G. 
F. Chambers A stron. x. iii.( 1877 > 847 A diffraction grating. 
2868 Lockyer Gnillemiu s Hea vens fed. 3)496 Observing the 
image of a large star out of focus. If. .the diffraction rings 
are not circular, the screws of the cell should be carefully 
loosened [etc.] 1873 Tyndall Led. Light ii. 01 The street- 
lamps . . looked at through the meshes of a handkerchief, 
show diffraction phenomena. 1890 C. A. Young Elem. 
Astron.vi. § 193 The essential partof the apparatus [spec- 
troscope] is either a prism or train of prisms, or else a 
diffraction * grating 

Diffractive (difrae*ktiv), a. [f. L. diffract - 
ppl. stem (see Diffract vi) 4 -ive. In mod.F. 
diffractif -ive.] Tending to diffract. 

1829 Carlyle Mi sc., Voltaire (187 2)\\. 220 Through what- 
ever dim, besmoked and strangely diffractive media it may 
shine. 

Hence Diffra'ctively adv. } in a diffractive 
manner; by diffraction. 

1883 W. B. Carpenter in Encycl. Brit. XVI. 268/2 s.v. 
Microscope, A marked distinction between .. objectives of 
low or moderate power . . worked dioptrically, and those of 
high power, .worked diffraetively. 

[DifFranchise, -ment, erron. f. Disfranchise, 
-ment. See List of Spurious Words.] 
Biffraaiglble (difrarnd£ib’l \ a. rare - ®. [f. 

L. diff ring- ere, changed to diffrang-ere 4 -ble] 
Capable of being diffracted. Hence DiSrangi- 
bi'lity, capacity of being diffracted. 

2882 C. A. Young Sun Hi. 98 The refrangibility of a ray and 
its diffrangibility, if we may coin the word, both depend upon 
the number of pulsations per second with which it reaches 
the diffracting or refracting surface. 

t Diffu-de, Obs. rare, [irreg. f. IL. diffund- 
ere (perf. diffudi) to pour forth : see Diffuse.] 

1 . trans. To pour away. 

1599 A. M. tr. Gabelhouer's Bk . PJiysicke 61/2 Diffude . . 
that wyne & take other. 

2 . trans. and intr. = Diffuse v. 1. 

1638 Sir T, Herbert Trav. 125 The clouds . . sometimes 
hreake, and. .diffude to some purpose. Ibid. 343 The bene- 
volent heaven daily diffudes a gentle shower. 


8.- trans. To dissolve, liquefy. 

2657 Tomlinson Renou's Disp. 74 Fatness, marrow, .which 
with little heat [are] diffuded. 

Diffagient (difi /7 d,5ient), ppl. a. rare ~ 11 . [ad. 
L. diffugient-em , pr. pple. of diffugere to flee in 
different directions, disperse, f. dif-, Dis- 1 +fugere 
to flee.] Fleeing away, dispei sing. 

i860 Thackeray Round. Papers {1861) 102 To-morrow the 
dififugient snows will give place to Spring, 
t DrfFugous, a. Obs. rare ~ °. [f. L. dif , dis- 

+ fug -us fleeing (in refugus , etc.) : cf. prec.] 

1727 Bailey vol. II, Diffugous , that flieth divers Ways, 
t Diffirnd, Obs. Also 5-6 diffotuid(e. [a. 
OF. diffond-re, -fundre (1 fth c. in Godef.) to shed, 
pour out, diffuse, ad. L. diffundere,i. dif- , Dis- 1 
+ fundb e to pour.] trans. To pour out or abroad, 
to diffuse. 

1447 Bokenham Seyntys (Roxh.l 257 For the kynde of 
lyht ys . . That . . It dyffoundyth the self wyth owte inquy- 
nacyoun. 1533 Bellenden Livy 11. (1822) 156 It diffoundis 
the blude be quhilk we lief., throw all the vanis. 2574 
J. Jones Nat. Beginning Grow. Things 8 It is the mouinge 
of the harte diffunded or spreade by the arteries. 
DifFusable : see Diffusible. 

Biflciisate (difi#z<?t). Chem. [f. Diffuse v. 
4 -ate *,] The amount of salt diffused in a solu- 
tion ; the crystalloid portion of a mixure which 
passes through the membrane in the process of 
chemical dialysis. 

1850 Graham in Phil. Trans. CXL. 806 The diffusate 
or quantity of acid diffused was determined by precipitating 
the liquid. 1863-72 Watts Did. Chem. III. 706 The amount 
of salt diffused, called the diffusion-product, or diffusate, is 
ascertained [etc.]. 1867 J . Attfield Chem. (2885 > 81 1 The por- 
tion passing through the septum is termed the diffusate, the 
portion which does not pass through is termed the dialysate. 

Diffuse (difi/rs), a. Also 5-6 dyf-, 5-7 de-. 
[ad. JL. diffiis-us, pa. pple. of diffundere : see Dif- 
fund. Cf. F. diffus , -use (15th c. in Hatz.-Darm.) 
perh. the immediate source ; also It. diffuse.] 

I. + 1 . Confused, distracted, perplexed ; indis- 
tinct, vague, obscure, doubtful, uncertain. Obs. 

[This sense (as if ‘poured forth in divers contrary direc- 
tions ’), is not recorded in ancient L., but is found in all the 
Romanic langs. : thus, It. diffuse, defused, confused, scat- 
tred (Florioi, Sp. di/nso, defused, out of order (Minsheu), 
obs. F. diffuse, dyffuse, harde to be understande (Palsgr.), 
diffushnent, disorderedly (Cotgr.).] 
a 2400 Cov. Myst . (Shaks, Soc.) 93 This matere is dyffuse 
and obscure. 1413 Pilgr. Sowle iCaxtom v. xiv. (1859) 82 
I haue nat translated worde for word because of some 
thynges that were diffuse and in some place ouer derk. 3494 
Fabyan Chron. 213 Whan he had longe whyle lyen at the 
siege of a castel . . and sawe it was defuse to Wynne by 
strength. Ibid. vii. ccxxviii. 257 The pope gaue such a de- 
fuse sentence in this mater y» he lyfte y J stryfe vndeter- 
myned. a 1529 Skelton P. Sparrowe 806 It is dyf- 
fuse to fynde The sentence of his mynde. c 1560 Dial. 
Secretary 4 Jealousy iii. (Collier), A mater to me doubtfull 
and diffuse. 1572 Bossewell Armorie 11. 55 The hounde. . 
hath mind of diffuse and longe waies : so that if they loose 
their masters, they goe by furre space of Lands . . to theire 
maisters houses againe. 1584 R. Scot^ Discov. Witcher. 
xv. xlii. 393 Their strange names, their diffuse phrases. 
1594 Carew Huarte's Exam. Wits xi. (1596) 159 Men ; . of 
. .feeble memory, .retainea certaine diffuse notice of things. 
1602 — Cornwall 74 b, The hurling to the Countrey, is more 
diffuse and confuse, as hound to few of these orders. 

II. 2 . Spread out in space ; spread through or 
over a wide area ^ widespread, scattered, dispersed : 
the reverse of confined or concentrated. 

a 2711 Ken Hymnotheo Poet* Wks. 2721 III. 329 Our 
Empire o’re the Universe diffuse. 2737 Whiston Josephus 
Hist, in. x. § 7 [The water is] cooler than one would expect 
in so diffuse a place as this. 1759 Johnson in Boswell's 
Life note, The pomp of wide margin and diffuse typo- 
graphy. 2831 Brewster Optics xiv. 119 Diffuse masses of 
nebulous light. 2872 Tvndaix Fragm, Sc. (1879) I* v * I 3 :i 
Floating matter, .invisible in diffuse daylight. 2872 Huxley 
Phys. viii. 188 They are not only diffuse, but they are sub- 
jective sensations. 

T b. fig. Having a wide range, extensive. Obs. 
2643 Milton Divorce To Pari. Eng., Men . . of eminent 
spirit and breeding, joined with a diffuse and various 
knowledge of divine and human things. 

c. Bot. ‘Applied to panicles arid stems which 
spread and branch indeterminately, but chiefly 
horizontally’ {Syd. Soc. Lex. 1883). 

1775 H. Rose Elem. Bot. 72 A panicle Is said to he diffuse 
when the partial footstalks diverge. 2861 Miss Pratt 
Flower. PI. IV. 232 Diffuse Toad-flax. 2870 Hooker Stud. 
Flora 18 Fumaria officinalis, .diffuse. 

d. Path. Applied to diseases which widely 
affect the body or organ, in contradistinction to 
those which are circumscribed. 

2807-26 S. Cooper First Lines Snrg. (ed. 5) 57 To some 
cases . , the name of diffuse inflammation in the cellular 
membrane has been lately applied. 2874 Roosa Dis. Ear 
(ed. 2) 120 Diffuse inflammation of the external auditory 
canal. ^ *877 Erichsen Snrg. 1 . 14 Tendency to erysipelas, 
pyaemia, and low and diffuse inflammations generally. 

e. Embryol. Applied to a form of non-deci- 
dua te placenta in which the villi are scattered. 

2888 Rolleston & Jackson Anim. Life 367 The non-de- 
ciduate placenta is either diffuse, when the villi are scattered 
. . or cotyledonary, when they are aggregated into patches. 

3 . Of a style of writing or speech : Using many 
words to convey the sense ; extended, wordy, ver- 
bose : the opposite of concise or condensed. 


DIFFUSE, 


DIFFUSION 


174a Gray Let. Poems (1775) 146 [This] is no commenda- 
tion of the English tongue, which is too diffuse, and daily 
grows more ana more enervate, 1783 Porr Chirurg. Wks. 
II. 194 Seme parts of them will appear prolix and diffuse, 
2825 Jane Austen Emma. r. vii, Too strong and concise, 
riot diffuse enough for a woman. 1842 H. Rogers Introd. 
Burke's Wks. 47 His style is always full . . and in many places 
even diffuse. 1868 Pref. to Piggy's Voy. Medit. 23 Digby, 
who as a writer is always diffuse, dwells upon the wonder. 

Diffuse (difi«*z), v. Also 6-7 defuse, [f. L. 
diffits-, ppl. stem of dffundere to pour out or away: 
see Diffus’d. Of. ¥: diffuser (15th c. in Hatz.- 
Darm.)] 

I. + 1 . trans. To pour out as a fluid with wide 
dispersion of its molecules ; to shed. Obs. ' 

1598 Florio, Diffondcre, to defuse, to shed, 1610 Shaks. 
Temp. iv. i. 79 Who, with thy saffron wings, vpoti my 
flowres Diffusest hony drops, refreshing showres. 1634 W. 
Tirwhyt tr. Balzac's Lett. 400 A place whereon Heaven 
defuseth all its Graces. 2734 tr. Rollin' s A he. Hist. (1827) 

I. Pref. 4 [This] diffuses great light over the history of those 
nations. 

2. To pour or send forth as from a centre of dis- 
persion ; to spread abroad over a surface, or through 
a space or region ; to spread widely, shed abroad, 
disperse, disseminate, a. (material things, or phy- 
sical forces or qualities). 

: 259° Spenser F. Q. it. ii. 4 The . .veneme. .Their blood . . 
infected hath, Being diffused through the senceless tronck. 
xdox Holland Pliny 1 . 312 The vitall vertue in them. .is. . 
spred and defused throughout the whole body. 1627 May 
Lucan ix. (1631) 606 Those trees no shadow can diffuse. 
1654 Warren Unbelievers 95 The Head diffuseth nerves to 
the several members. 1669 Gale Crt. Gentiles 1. 1. v. 27 The 
Phenicians . . began to diffuse themselves throughout the 
whole of the Midland Sea. 1711 Pope Temp. Fame 308 
From pole to pole the winds diffuse the sound. 175a 
J OHNSON Rambler No, 190 P 6 Diffuse thy riches among thy 
friends. 1791 Hamilton Berikollet's Dyeing 1 1 , n. iii. ii. 1 42 
Hot water in which cow’s dung has been diffused. 28x5 
Shelley Demon World 227 Ten thousand spheres diffuse 
Their lustre through its adamantine gates. x86o Tyndall 
Glac. ii. vii. 260 The colours of the sky are due to , minute 
particles diffused through the atmosphere, 
b. (immaterial or abstract things). 

3526 Pilgr, Perf. (W. de W, 1531) 31 The charlte of God is 
diffused & spred in our hertes. 1656 Bramhall Replic. vi. 
279 The true Catholick Church, diffused over the World. 
1689 Shadwell /Jury F, ir, His fame is diffus’d throughout 
the town. 1814 D’ Israeli Quarrels Auth. (1867) 363 Dif- 
fusing a more general taste for the science of botany. 1839 
James Louis XIV III. 1x4 A general rumour began to 
diffuse itself through the court. 1853 Masson Ess. i. (1856) 32 
A heartless man does not diffuse geniality and kindness 
around him, as Goethe did. 

C. fig. The reverse of collect or concentrate : to 
dissipate. 

1608-11 Bp, Hall Medit. <$• Vows 1. § 79 The one gathers 
the powers of the soule together.. the other diffuses them, 
1752 Johnson Rambler No. 190 F 9 Determined, to avoid a 
close union, .and to diffuse himself in a larger circle. 1887 
Ruskin Prxterita II. 274 He diffused himself in serene 
scholarship till too late, 

3 . To extend or spread out (the body or limbs) 
freely ; in pa. pple ., Extended or spread out. arch. 
and poetic. 

1671 Milton SamsonwZ See how he lies at random, care- 
lessly diffused. 1706 Watts Horse Lyr. 11779) 284 Beneath 
your sacred shade diffused we lay. 3806-7 J* Beresford 
Miseries Hum. Life (1826) 11. xxxiii, After having, . diffused 
yourself on the sopha. , 1815 Shelley Alastor 636 His 
limbs did rest, Diffused and motionless, on ' the smooth 
brink Of that obscurest chasm. 

4 . intr. (for rejl.) To be or become diffused, to 
spread abroad (lit. arid fig.). 

a 1653 [see Diffusing belo w]. 1700 S. Parker Six Philos. 
Ess. 51 It [the dualist’s Fire] does not merely sustain it ; 
self, but propagates too, and diffuses upon the ruins, of its ; 
neighbours, a 1711 Ken Hymnarmm Poet. Wks, 1721 1 1 . ; 
12 Love . . Will all diffuse in Extacy. 1785 Eitgenius II, 
192 In several other parts . . the same benevolent spirit' and 
moral improvement are diffusing. 1814 Southey Roderick 
xxi, The silver cloud diffusing slowly past. 

5 . Physics, a. trans. To cause (gases or liquids) 
to intermingle by diffusion ; to disperse by diffu- 
sion. b. intr. Said of fluids : To intermingle or I 
interpenetrate each other by diffusion j, to pass by 
diffusion. See Diffusion 5; 

a. 2808 Dalton New Syst. Client. Philos. X. 150 Gases 
always intermingle and diffuse themselves amongst each 
other, if exposed ever so carefully. Ibid. 19 1 When two 
equal measures of different gases are thus diffused. > 1831 
T. Graham in Z. Sr E. Phil. Mag. (1833; II. 179 The ascent ' 
of the water in the tube, when hydrogen is diffused, forms a 
striking experiment. . 1849 — in Phil. Tram. (1850) 5 The ; 
phial was filled, up with the solution to be diffused. 

b. 1831 Graham in L. 4- E. Phil. Mag. (1833) II. 189 The 
air does not diffuse out against so strong a pressure. 1849 
— in Phil. Trans . (1850) 4 The carbonic acid found in the 
upper bottle, and which had diffused into it from the lower. 
*854 Ibid. 178 Water appears to diffuse four times more 
rapidly than alcohol. 1869 E. A. Parkes Pract. Hygiene 
(ed. 3) 127 Every gas diffuses at a certain rate. 

II. +0. trails , To distract, perplex, disorder, 
Tender confused or indistinct. 06s. (Cf. Diffuse 
a. 1 ; and see also Diffused i.) 1 

1605 Shaks. Lear 1, ,iv. 2 If but. as well [urf Folio will] I 
other accents borrow. That can my speech defuse, ' ; 

Hence Difftrsing ppl. a. j 

a 2653 Gouge Comm. Heb. i. 9 The Spirit is as Oyl, of a ; 
diffusing nature. 1887 Poor Nellie (1888) 286 She had told ’ 
her, with diffusing circles of surprise. ; 
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Diffused (difw-2d, poet, -ed),///: a. Also 
defused, [f. Diffuse v. + -ed L] , 

I. T 1. Confused, distracted, disordered, obscure. 

[Cf. Diffuse d, i. Diffuse v. 6.] 

3535 Covekdalf, Isa. xxxiii. 19 So diffused a language, that 
it maye not be vnderstonde. 1591 Greene Farcin, Folly 
C iij b, I have scene an English gentleman so defused in his 
sutes, his doublet being for the weare of Castile, his hose for 
Venice, his hat for France. 1594 Shaks. Rich. I //, 1, ii. 78 
Defus’d infection of man. 1599 — Hen. V, v. 11. 61 Sterne 
Lookes, defusld Attyre,. And euery thing that seemes vn- 
naturall. 2608 Arm in Nest Ninn. (1842) 6 The whole 
lumpe of this defused chaios. 3614 Bi». Hall Recoil. Treat. 
845 There is, no divine y-ord (as Tertullian speaketh . so 
dissolute and defused, that onely the words may be de- 
fended, and not the true meaning of the wordes set downe. 

II. 2. Spread abroad, widespread ; dispersed 
over a large area; f covering a wide range of 
subjects {obs.). 

1610 Healey St. Aug. Citie of God xvi. ii. (1620) 542 
Christ . . in whose houses, that is, in whose Churches, the 
diffused Nations shall inhabite. For laphet is diffused. 
1644 Digby Nat. Bodies (1645) n. 123 Able to exempt them- 
selves from defused powers. 2699 Bentley PJial. Introd. 
15 Galen, with all his vast and diffused Learning, a 17x5 
Burnet Own Time (x 766) I. 81 He had a most diffused love 
to all mankind. 1849 Mrs. Somerville Connect . Pkys. Sc. 
xxxvii. 413 The diffused light of myriads of stars. x88a 
Vines Sachs' Bot, 748 Within two hours in direct sunlight, 
within six hours in diffused daylight. 

f3. = Diffuse a. 3 , 06s. 

157 9 Lyly Euphues (Arb.) 64 In pleadinge [there ought 
to be].. a difficulte enteraunce, and a defused [2636 diffused] 
determination. > 

Diffusedly (difi^’zedli), adv. [f. pree. + -lt 2 .] 
In a diffused manner. 

I. fl. Confusedly, obscurely; disorderly. 06s. 

(See Diffused, i.] 

1567 3 V(aplet Gr. Forest 16 In this stone Is . . seenc . . the 
verie forme of aTode,with bespotted and coloured feete, 
but those vgiye and defusedly. 2588 Parke tr. Mendoza's 
Nisi. China 395 Whose memorie doth remain vnto this day 
amongst the . . people, although diffusedly. a 262s F letcher 
Nice Valour in. iii, Gpe not so diffusedly. 

II. 2. With diffusion or spreading abroad ; 
dispersedly ; with interpenetration. 

1591 Percivall Sp. Diet., Difusamente, diffusedly. 2622 
Cotgr £a 4 Id, diffusedly, scaiteringly. <*1712 Ken 
Hymhotkeo Poet. Wks. 2721 III. 303 Till from thy powerful 
Word to rude dull Mass, Life energetick should diffus’dly 
pass. 1813 T. Busby Lucretius iv. 101 Each, widely scat- 
tered, and diffusedly, flies. 2884 Pall Mall G. 13 Sept. 5/1 
The heavy metals, .are present, though far more diffusedly. 
f b. In the wider or extended sense. 06s. 

<3:1641 Bp. Mountagu Acts $ Mon. roo Taking Iudah 
either restrainedly, for the Tribe . . or diffusedly, for the 
nation. 

f 3. Diffusely; with much fullness or prolixity of 
language ; at large. 06s. 

2594 Blundevil Exerc. Cont. (ed. 7) Aiv, As Monte 
Regio wrote diffusedly, and at large, so Copernicus wrote 
of the same briefly. 1604 T. Wright Passions v. iv. 218 Of 
this , more diffusedly in , my third booke. 1730 A. Gordon 
Maffei's AntphUli. 193 Those who have diffusedly wrote oh 
Amphitheatres. 2805 A nn. A’eg.1054 [They] have also dif- 
fusedly written on Brasil. 1817 J. Lawrence in Monthly 
Mag. XLVII. 38 Many . .will descant most ably, diffusedly, 
and elegantly, upon the superstructure. 

Difftrse&XtesSa [f. as prec. + -NESS.] The 
condition or quality of being diffused, 
fl. Confused ness, perplexity, obscurity. 06s . 

26x1 Cotgr., Obsctirite , obscuritie . . diffusednesse, 

2. The quality of being widely dispersed. 
a 2626 Bp. Andrewes Serm. {1856) I. 378 Willing to reduce 
the diffusedness of our repentance at large to the certainty of 
some- one set time. 2681-2 Boyle New Exp. Icy Noctiluca 
46 A conjecture. I had' made about the great diffusedness of 
the Noctilucal Matter. 1747 Edwards Canons Crit. xxii 
(1765)211 It is the diffusedness, or extent of her infection 
Which is here described. 

Diffusely (difi«;sli), adv. [f. Diffuse a. + 
-XT 2 .] In a diffuse manner, 
fl. Confusedly, obscurely. Ohs. 

151$ Barclay Egloges lu (2570) Bivb, Diffusely thou 
speakest to vnderstande, 

2. In a diffused or widespread manner ; with wide 
dispersion. 

2552 HuLQET. Diffusdye, diffuse. 2728 Rowe tr. Lucan 
Vi. 936 (S eager), Pleas'd that her magic fame diffusely flies. 
c 1839 Landor Wks. (1846) I. 464 The sun colours the sky 
mpst deeply and most diffusely when he hath sunk below 
the horizon. ^ 2870 Hooker Stud. Flora 289 Centaurea 
calcitrapa. . diffusely branched. 2874 LammeVs Light 12 
The light is diffusely reflected from tneir surface. 

3. In' many words, verbosely, copiously; fully, 
at large : the opposite of concisely. ; 

C2380 Wyclif Serm. cxvii. Sel. Wks. I. 391 It suffiezde 
to Mathew t® telle . . biginnynge at Abraham. But Luk . . 
Tellip more diffuseli how man stie}> up to God, from Adam 
to J?e Trinlte. 1662 Glanvill Lux Orient. xx. (R.), These 
places have been more diffusely urged in a late discourse 
to this purpose. 2783 H. Blair Led. xviii. (R.), A senti- 
ment, which, expressed diffusely, will barely be admitted to 
be just, expressed concisely, will be admired as spirited. 
2837 Hallam Hist. Lit. iv. in. § 106 That great branch of j 
ethics. .Jias been so diffusely handled by the casuists! .that j 
Grotiris deserves . . credit for the brevity with which he has | 
laid down the simple principles. 1 ' 1 

Diffuseness (difiM-snes). [f. as prec. + -ness.] ! 
The quality of being ’diffuse ; esp. in speech or | 
literary style,, the opposite o( conciseness. ’ 


1797 Monthly Mag. III. 46 He . . spreads out his concep- 
tions with tedious diffuseness. 2845 S. Austin Ranke's Hist. 
Ref. III. 283 People dreaded their violence and their dif- 
fuseness. 2873 Jowett Plato (ed. 2) V. 23 The apology for 
delay and diffuseness which occur? not unfre.quently.in the 
Republic. 2892 Speaker 22 Oct. 505/2 N otes . . written with 
intolerable diffuseness, dullness, and obscurity. 

Diffuser (difiz/ zai). [f. Diffuse v. + -er b]' 

1. One who or that which diffuses or spreads 
abroad. 

<22679 T. Goodwin Wks. V. 1. 29 (R.) The Holy Ghost. ; 
being the author and diffuser of them Into our hearts. 2682 
Manningham Disc. cone. Truth 's* (T.) Diffusers of secular 
learning. 2797 W. Taylor in Monthly Rev. XXI 1 . 545 The 
diffusers, not the inventors, of their unprincipled principles; 
1807 Southey Espriellds Lett. III. 96 Women, .become 
the most useful diffusers of their own faith. 2893 Arena 
(Boston) Nov. 707 Promoter of purity, diffuser of sweet- 
ness and light. 

2. spec. A contrivance for diffusing air, light, 
heat, etc. 

2884 Health Exhib. Catal. 1x4/1 Patent Inlets and Air 
Diffusers for Buildings. 1892 Truth 10 Dec. 1242/2 The 
burners were shaded with the new bead ray diffusers. 2894 
Harper's Mag. July 216/2 Patents have been granted for 
‘diffusers whereby the lightning is to be distributed over 
a larger area than, presumably, it could find unassisted. 

BiiFasiMHty (difbmbrliti). [f. Diffusible 
+ -ITY.] Capacity of being diffused ; esp. in Phy- 
sics, as a measurable quality of gases or fluids, 

1813 J. Thomson Led. Inflam. 489 On account of their 
greater diffusibility In, the atmosphere. 2849 (see Diffusi- 
ble]. 2862 Graham in Phil. Trans. 183 Low diffusibility 
is not the only property which the bodies ... possess in 
common. 1883 Fortn. Rev . 1 Oct. 598 Influenza .. is re- 
markable for its amazing diffusibility. 

Diffusible (difizrzib’l), a . Also -able. [f. 
L. dffiis - ppl. stem of dffundere to pour out, 
Diffuse + -ible: so in mod.F.] Capable of 
being diffused; spec, in Physics, having the capa- 
city, as a fluid, of spreading itself between the 
molecules of a contiguous fluid. 

2782 Clark in Med. Commun. I. 64 note. The infection., 
being of an exxeedingly diffusable nature. 2794 J. Hutton 
Philos. Light, etc, 151 The moveable or diffusible heat in 
bodies, by which we are made to feel. 2811 Pinkerton 
Petral. II. 425 It is not diffusible in cold water. 283© 
Lind ley Nat. Syst. Bot. 65 The volatile oil of Cajeputi is., 
a highly diffusable stimulant. 2849 Graham in Phil. Trans . 
(1850) 1 A diffusibility like that of gases, if it exists in liquids, 
should afford means for the separation and decomposition 
even of unequally diffusible substances. 1864 H. Spencer 
Biol. I. 29 Hydrochloric acid is seven times as diffusible as 
sulphate of magnesia. 

Hence Differ sibleness - Diffusibility. 

2847 Craig, Diffusiblencss, diffusibility. 
f DifFu*sile, a. Obs. rare- 0 , fad. L. dffusil-is 
diffusive, f. dffiis - ppl. stem of dffundere to Dif- 
fuse.] = Diffusible. 

2727 Bailey vol. II, Diffusile, spreading, 

Diffusrmeter == next. 

Bif£u&i©*meter. [f. L., dffusio diffusion + 
-meter.] An apparatus for measuring the rate of 
diffusion of gases. 

1866 Graham in PMl. Trans, CLVI. 399 The diffusio- 
meter, consisting of a plain glass tube, .closed at the upper 
end ; by a thin plate of stucco, and open below. 2879 Nature 
XXI. 292 The diffusiometer which I have constructed. 

Diffusion (difizrgsn). Also 6 defusion, [ad. L. 
diffusion- em, n. of action from dffundere to pour 
out: see Diffunjd. Also in mod.F. (1610 in 
Hatz.-Darm.)] 

fl. The action of pouring or shedding forth;' 
outpouring, effusion. Obs. 

c 2374 [see 4]. 1626 Bacon Sylva § 268 The Diffusion of 

Species Visible, a 2631 Donne m Select. (1840) 49 Diffusion 
of y 8 Holy Ghost. 

2. The action of spreading abroad ; the condition 
of being widely spread ; dispersion through a space 
or over a surface ; wide and general distribution. 

2591 Drayton Harmonic of Church, Song of Faithfully 
He stood aloft and compassed the land, and of the nations 
doth defusion make. [Cf. Habakkuk iii. 6.] 2642 Howell 
For. Trav. (Arb.) 46 The bloud gathering up by an un- 
eqriall diffusion into the upper parts. 2665 Phil. Trans. I. 
50 A Medium, .much less disposed to assist the diffusion of 
Cold. 2797-2803 Foster in Life 4- Corr. (1846) I. 166 A 
stream^ spread into listless diffusion. 2821 Craig Led. 
Drawing iii. 168 To the painter, .the diffusion of light, .is 
of high importance. 2843 Bischofp Woollen Manuf. II. 
262 1 he propagation and diffusion of that breed of sheep. • 
b. The condition of branching out on all sides. 
a 268a Sir T. Browne Tracts (1684)34 This diffusion and 
spreading of its Branches. 172® Addison Sped. No. 424 
p 5 A Tree in all its Luxuriancy and Diffusion of Boughs; , 
0 . quasWtwr. That which is extended, a dif- 
fused extension or extent, rare. 

a 1696 Scarburgh Euclid (2705) 2 Space is an Infinite, and 
Unmoyeable Diffusion every way- 27^0 Johnson Rambler 
No. 36 P 22 The Sea is. .an immense diffusion of waters. 

t d. In diffusion : in distribution among the 
members of a body generally ; —Diffusively b ; 
cf. Diffusive 3 . Obs. 

*642. Jer. Taylor EpisC. (R.), And therefore the deter- 
mination of councils pertains to all, and is handled by all, 
not in diffusion but in representation. 

3 . Jig. Spreading abroad, dispersion, disseminar 
tion (of abstract, thingSj as knowledge). 
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175 o Johnson Rambler No. 101 ? 2 The writer, .receives 
little advantage from the diffusion of his name. 1752 Hume 
Ess. <$• Treat. (1777) I* 224 The universal diffusion of learn- 
ing among a people. 1834 J. Bowring Minor Morals , 
Story Perseverance 146 This diffusion of enjoyment. 1862 
Sir B. Brodie Psychol. Inq. II. 1. 14 The effect which the 
general diffusion of knowledge produces on society. 1874 
Green Short Hist. viii. § 2.461 The rapid diffusion of the 
new doctrines in France, 1875 Gladstone Glean. VI. xlv, 
133 There is a wider diffusion of taste among the many. 

4. Of speech or writing : Diffuseness ; prolixity, 
copiousness of language. 

In quot. 1374 (which stands quite alone in point of date) 
the sense is rather ‘use of diffuseness, copious outpouring ’ 
of speech. 

C1374 Chaucer Troy his in.. 247 (296) Nere it that I wilne 
as now tabregge Diffusioun of speche, I coude almost A 
thousand olde stories thee alegge. 1779-81 Johnson L. P., 
A kens id e, The reader wanders through the gay diffusion, 
sometimes amazed, and sometimes delighted. 1782 V. Knox 
Ess. (1819) I. xliv. 244 Attributing to the former [Demos- 
thenes] conciseness, and to the latter [Tuliy] diffusion. 2791 
Boswell Johnson an. 1772 (1816) II. 184, I love his know- 
ledge, his genius, his diffusion, and affluence of conversation. 
1870 Lowell Study Wind. 278 The power of diffusion with- 
out being diffuse would seem to be the highest merit of 
narration. 

5 . Physics. The permeation of a gas or liquid 
between the molecules of another fluid placed in 
contact with it ; the spontaneous molecular mixing 
or interpenetration of two fluids without chemical 
combination. 

1808 Dalton New Syst. Ghent . Philos . I. 191 The diffu- 
sion of gases through each other is effected by means of the 
repulsion belonging to the homogeneous particles. 1831 
T. Graham L. & E. Phil. Mag, (1833) II. 17s (On the Law of 
the Diffusion of Gases.) The diffusion or spontaneous inter- 
mixture of two gases in contact is effected by an interchange 
in position of indefinitely minute volumes of the gases.. 
These replacing volumes of the gases may be named equi- 
valent volumes of diffusion. 1863-72 Watts Diet. Ghent. 
II. 323 Diffusion . . takes place both when the fluids are in 
immediate contact, and when they are separated by porous 
membranes or other partitions. 2878 A. H. Green Coal i. 
11 A portion of the carbonic acid is dissipated t>y diffusion. 
1882 Vines Sachs' Bot. 718 The sugar is the migratory pro- 
duct which takes part in the diffusion ; the starch-grains 
are the temporarily stationary product. 

6. alt rib. and Comb, (chiefly sense 5), as diffusion- 
apparatus, - bulb , -cell, - circle , - coefficient , - instru- 
ment , -phial, -tube, -volume. 

2831 Graham in L. <$• E. Phil. MagA 1833' II. 178 A simple 
instrument which I shall call a Diffusion-tube was con- 
structed. Ibid. 179 When such a diffusion-tube. .was filled 
with hydrogen over mercury, the diffusion or exchange of 
air for hydrogen instantly commenced, through the minute 
pores of the stucco. Ibid. 186 The first time a diffusion-bulb 
is tried, it generally gives the diffusion volume of hydrogen 
below the truth. 1849 — in Phil. Trans. (1850) 5 The saline 
solution in the diffusion cell or phial thus communicated 
freely with about 5 times its volume of pure water. 2838 
— Elem. Ghent. II. 612 Another method of determining 
the diffusion-coefficient of a salt has been devised by 
Jolly. 2874 Knight Diet. Meek ., Diffusion-apparatus, 
a mode of extracting the sugar from cane or beet-root by 
dissolving it out with water. 1878 Foster Phys. m. ii. 399 
If the object be.. removed farther away from the lens, the 
rays . . will be brought to a focus in front of the screen, 
and, subsequently diverging, will fall upon the screen as a 
circular patch composed of a series of circles, the so-called 
diffusion circles. 1883 Syd. Soc. Lex., Diffusion apparatus, 
a cell divided into two parts by a porous septum or dia- 
phragm. 

Biffirsiomst. [f. Diffusion + -ist.] One 
who adheres to a theory of diffusion ; also attrib. 

1893 Athenaeum 25 Nov. 736/3 The most strenuous advo- 
cate of the diffusionist theory [of folk-tales]. 

Diffusive (difiw'siv), a. Also 7 defusive. [f. 
L diffus- ppl. stem of diffundere to Diffuse + -ive. 
Cf.F. diffusif, -ive, found 1 5-1 6th c., but app. un- 
used in I7~i8th c. (Hatz.-Darm.)] 

1 . Having the quality of diffusing (tram.) ; dis- 
pensing or shedding widely or bountifully. 

2624 T. Adams in Spurgeon Treas. Dav. Ps. cxxxiii. 2 
Christ’s grace is so diffusive of itself, that it conveys holiness 
to us. 2642 Milton Ck.Govt. ii. (1851) 104 So diffusive of 
knowledge and charity. 2648 Boyle Seraph. Love xiii. 
(1700) 77 It is his [the sun’s] Nature to be diffusive of his 
Light. 2700 Dryden Fables Ded., Diffusive of the goods 
which they enjoy’d. 2714 Berkeley Serm. x Tint. i. 2 
Wks. 1871 IV. 613 The most ardent and diffusive charity. 
1742 R. Blair Grave 61 1 The big-swoln inundation, Of 
mischief more diffusive. 2816 Keatinge Trav. (1817) 1 . 149 
note. Matters diffusive of such an extent of moral good. 

2 . Having the quality of diffusing itself or of 
being diffused ; tending to be widely dispersed or 
distributed ; characterized by diffusion, a. lit. of 
material things, or physical qualities, etc. ; spec, in 
Physics (cf. Diffusion 5). 

a 2631 Donne in Select. (1840) 89 So are these spices, and 
incense, and spikenard, of a diffusive and spreading nature* 
and breathe even over the walls of the garden, a 2656 Bp. 
Hall Rem. Wks. (1660) 187 Leaven bath ; . a diffusive 
faculty. 1683 Lend. Gaz . No. 1856/5 Cherished, .by the 
diffusive beams of the Sun. 1684 T. Burnet Th. Earth 
1. 26 All liquid bodies are diffusive. 1712 Addison Spect. 
No. 411 p 1 Our Sight, .may be considered as a more deli- 
cate and diffusive kind of Touch. 2727 Thomson Britannia 
144 Far as the sun rolls the diffusive day, C2750 Shkn- 
stone Ruin'd Abbey 197 His less’ning flock In snowy 
groups diffusive scud the vale, 1852 Graham in Phil. 
Trans. CXLL 483 The diffusive relation of the two bases. 
2869 Roscoe Elem. Chew . 31 This important property is 
called the diffusive power of gases. 


b. Jig. of immaterial or abstract things. 

2634 Habington Castara (Arb.) 100 A common courtier. , 
hath his love so diffusive among the beauties, that man is 
not considerable, 2677 Gale Crt. Gentiles^ iv. 190 Demo- 
cratic hath a diffusive facultie, as it takes in the concernes 
and interests of each individual. 1781 Gibbon Decl. <$• F. 
III. 43 The diffusive circle of his benevolence was circum- 
scribed only by the limits of the human race. 2832 Tenny- 
son ‘ You ask me why* iv, The strength of some diffusive 
thought Hath time and space to work and spread. 2872 j 
Smiles Charac. iii. (1876) 71 The good character is diffusive 
in its influence. 

f 3 . Of a body of people : As consisting of mem- 
bers in their individual capacity. The * diffusive 
body * is contrasted, by the notion of individually 
diffused or distributed action, with the * collective 
body and, by that of universal participation, with 
a /representative body’. The action of the f dif- 
fusive body 1 is that in which every member of the 
body shares directly. (Common in 17th c.)_ Obs. 

2642 Atisv). to Printed Bk. 11 The election of the diffusive, 
not of any representative body. 1647 Jer. Taylor Lib. 
Proph. ix. x6i The incompetency of the Church in its diffu- 
sive Capacity to be Judge of Controversies. _ 2647 Digges 
Unlawf. Taking Arms iii. 66 If actions of this nature were 
unwarrantable in the diffusive body, they are so in the 
representative, 2660 Fuller Mixt Contempt, i. (1841) 259 
The diffusive nation was never more careful in their elec- 
tions. 1691 T. H[ale] Acc. New Invent, p. Ixxxii, His 
Majesty and all his People, both representative and diffu- 
sive. a 1694 Tillotson Serm. (2743) I. 239 They are not 
agreed, .where this infallibility is seated ; whether in the 
pope, .or a council.. or in the diffusive body of Christians. 
1718 Hickes & Nelson J. Kettlewell in, x. 212 That the 
Supreme Power was Fundamentally in the whole Body 
Diffusive of the People. 

4 . Prolix in diction or speech; —Diffuse a. 3. 
(Sometimes in good sense : Copious, full.) 

1699 Burnet 39 Art. Pref. (1700) 2 The heaviness, .of Stile, 
and the diffusive length of them, disgusted me. 1734 tr. 
Rollin' s Anc. Hist. (1827) VIII. xviii. viii. 57 Polybius., 
generally is diffusive enough. 1794 Sullivan Vino Nat. 
V. 257, I have .. been unavoidably, and I am afraid tire- 
somely, diffusive. 2874 L. Stephen Hours in Lib. lt 892; I. 
i. 34 He is less diffusive and more pointed than usual. 

f 5 . Bot. -Diffuse a. 2 c. Obs. 

2756 Watson in Phil. Trans. XLIX. 815 The rigid leaved 
Bell-flowers, with a diffusive panicle and patulous flowers, 
t 6- Difficult to understand, obscure : — Diffuse 
a. 1. Obs. 

1709 Strype Ann. Rep. I. xxii. 2 66 Whereas Turcopolier 
was so diffusive a name as not worthy the pains of pro- 
nouncing. 

Diffusively (difi£*sivli), adv . [f. prec. + -uy 2 .] 
In a diffusive manner or condition ; see the adj. 

1628 T. Spencer Logick 54 It is diffusively good, in as 
much as it is fit., to bestow good vpon others. ^ 2677 
Hale Prim. Orig. Man. 11. vii. 198 Whether the primitive 
.. Animals .. were diffusively created over the habitable or 
dry Ground as Vegetables were. 2710 Managers' Pro $ 
Con 67 May the Influence of good Examples . . be . . diffu- 
sively prevailing. 1773 J. Allen Serm. St. Mary's Oxford 
18 So diffusively hath this doctrine descended to posterity. 
2787 Hawkins Johnson 129 Rhapsodically and diffusively 
eloquent. 2816 Chron. in Ann. Reg. 543 It branches more 
diffusively. 1868 Gladstone Juv. Mundi iii. (1869) 75 
Probably Thracians existed diffusively, like Pelasgians, 
among the Greeks. 2869 Mrs. Somerville Molec. Sc. 1. 
iii. no The particles of the crystals unite diffusively with 
the water. 

f b. In, or with respect to, the individual mem- 
bers; individually, severally; cf. Diffusive 3. Obs. 

1644 Narr. Beginnings <§• Causes W <ir 19 The Subjects of 
the Kingdome of England diffusively considered cannot 
take up Armes against the King, and how then can their 
Representatives assembled in Parliament? 1644 Bp. Max- 
well Prerog. Chr. Kings ii, 25 The people all and every 
one, diffusively, collectively, representatively. 1710 Bent- 
ley Phil. Lips. % 35 (T.), Yaackwru* ... means diffusively the 
whole community of the Christian name. 

Diffusiveness (difi#*sivnes). [f. as prec. + 
-NESS.] The quality or condition of being diffusive, 
1630 Donne Serm. lxxii. 726 The extent and Diffusive* 
nesse of this Sinne. 2648 Boyle Seraph , Love iii. (1700) 19 
Those. .Excellences, which the Diffusiveness of his Good- 
ness, makes him pleased to communicate. 2702 Addison 
Dial. Medals iii. 254 The first fault, that I shall find with 
a modern legend, is its diffusiveness, 1832 Graham in L.$E. 
Phil. Mag. ( 1833) II. 356 A certain^ proportion of each of 
the mixed gases . . corresponding to its individual diffusive- 
ness. 1848 Hallam Mid. Ages viii. note xi, An Essay . . 
written with remarkable perspicuity and freedom from dif- 
fusiveness. 2884 W. H. Rideing in Harped $ Mag. J une 68/t 
The natural buoyancy and diffusiveness of smoke, 

Diffusivity (difi»si*viti). Physics, [f. Diffu- 
sive + -ity. Cf. activity , conductivity .] Diffusive 
| quality ; capacity of. diffusion (as a measurable 
; quality of liquids, gases, heat, etc.); — Diffusi- 
I BILITY. 

2876 Tait Rec. Adv . Phys. Sc. xi. 280 We may speak of 
tbe diffusivity of one substance in solution in another. __ 2882 
Everett DeschaneVs Nat. Philos, xxxv. 413 ‘Diffusivity’ 
(to use the name recently coined^ by Sir Wm. Thomson) 
measures the tendency to equalization of temperature. 2882 
Nature XXVI. 567 ‘Diffusivity’, that is .. conductivity 
divided by thermal capacity of unit volume. 

Diffusor, yar. of Diffuser, 

Difluan : see Diffluan. 

Bifoil (doi’foil), a. nonce-wd. [f. Di-2, after 
trefoil, etc.] (See quot.) 

2860 Ruskin Mod. Paint . V. vi. iii. 20 The elementary 
structure of all important trees may, I think . . be resolved 


Into three principal forms : three-leaved, .four-leaved, .and 
five-leaved .. Or, in well-known terms, trefoil, quatrefoil. 
cinqfoil . . The simplest arrangement , . in which the buds 
are nearly opposite in position. . cannot, I believe, constitute 
a separate class. .If it did, it might be called difoil. 

Di£y(e, obs. form of Defy. 

Big (dig), v. Forms : 4-6 dygge (n, 4-7 digge, 
(5 degge) , 6- dig. Pa. t. and pple. digged (4 -ide, 

5 dygged, deggyd, deghit) ; also dug (pa. t. 
8 -, pa. pple. 6 -; in 7 dugg). [Found since 14 th 
c, ; prob, a. F .diguer, according to Darmesteter 
properly ‘ creuser la terre \ to dig or hollow out 
the ground, by extension — * piquer 5 to prick or prod, 
as now used in Normandy; also, in the Manege, 
diguer un ch&val to dig the spur into a horse; 
related to F. digue dike, also to F. digon, digot, iron 
prongs for catching fish and shell-fish, digonner 
‘to dig, or pricke (Norm .) } Cotgr. Cf. also Da. 
dige dike, ditch, trench, vb. to raise a dike. 

Dig cannot be derived from, or in any way directly related 
to, OE. die dike, ditch, and dician to dike, embank, from 
which it differs both in vowel and final consonant ; but if 
the French derivation be correct, it goes back through F, 
to the same Teutonic root. It is properly a weak verb, pa. t. 
and pple. digged, but in 26th c. received a strong pa. pple. 
dug, analogous to stuck, which since xBth c. has also been 
used as pa. t.] 

I. intr. 

1. ‘To work in making holes or turning the 
ground* (J.) ; to make an excavation; to work 
with a spade or other tool similarly employed. 

Locally the word was, and in some cases still is, the 
technical term for working with a mattock as distinguished 
from a spade, the latter being ‘ graving ’ or ‘ delving Cf. 
quots. 1530, 1691 ; also 1611, 1888 in sense 4. 

c 2320 Orfeo 239 in Ritson Met. Rom. II. 258 Now he most 
bothe digge and wrote, Er he have his fille of rote, c 1380 
Wyclif Serm. Sel. Wks. I. 99 Digge about \>e vyne rods. 
1387 Trevisa Higden (Rolls) III. 159 (Matz.) pey founde a 
mannis hede in bat place while pey digged, c 2400 Maundev, 
(1839) xxvi. 2 67 Thei schullen dyggen and mynen so strongly. 
c 2440 Promp. Parzu 121/r Dyggyn , supra in delvyn. c 2440 
Gesta Rom. iii. 7(Harl. MS.) He toke a shoville, and dyggyd 
In the erthe. c 1500 Ballad on Money in Halliw. Nugae 
Poet. 48 The plowman hymselfe dothe dyge and delve In 
storme, snowe, frost and rayne. 2526 Pilgr. Per/. (W. de W. 
1531) x2o b, They that dygge for water. 2330 Palsgr. 516/1, 

I dygge in the grounde with a mattocke, _ 1607 Dekker 
JVh. of Babylon Wks. 1873 II. 197 When mines are to be 
blowne vp men dig low. 2622 Bible Exod. vii. 24 The 
Egyptians digged round about tbe riuer. 1692 Brokesby 
in Ray N.C. Words, s.v. Dig, In Yorkshire, they distinguish 
between digging and graving ; to dig is with a Mattock ; to 
grave, with a Spade, c 1753 Johnson Review Blackwell's 
Mem. Crt. AiegustusWks. X. 185 Mr. Blackwell has neither 
digged in the ruins of any demolished city, nor [etc.]. 2836 

Emerson Nat., Spirit Wks. (Bohn) II. 168 If labourers are 
digging in the field hard by. 1873 C. Robinson N. S. Wales 
35 He went so far as to recommend the unemployed miners 
of Cornwall to come out here and dig for it [gold]. 

b. Said of animals : to excavate the ground with 
snout or claws. 

2388 Wyclif Isa. xxxiv. 15 There an Irchoun hadde dichis 
..and diggide aboute [138a dalf, deluede], 2333 Coverdalk 
Ibid ., There shall tbe hedgbogge buylde, digge . .and bringe 
forth his yonge ones. 1774 Goldsm. Nat. Hist. (2776) 
VIII. 122 They [ants] dug deeper and deeper to deposite 
their eggs. 

c. Jig. with allusion to the general sense ; also 
spec, to study hard and closely at a subject ( U.S.). 

2789 Trifler No. 43. 549 Youths who never digged for the 
rich ore of knowledge thro* the pages of the Rambler. 
2801 Southey Thalaba rv. xv, ’Tis a well of living waters, 
Whose inexhaustible bounties all might drink. But few dig 
deep enough. 1827-8 Harvard Reg. 303 Here the sunken 
eye and sallow countenance bespoke the man who dug six- 
teen hours per diem. 2869 Louisa M. Alcott Little Women 
II. xii. 163 Laurie * dug’ to some purpose that year. 

2. With various prepositional constructions : To 
penetrate or make one’s way into or through some- 
thing by digging ; to make an excavation or loosen, 
the soil under anything. 

1333 Coverdale Ezek. viii. 8 Thou sonne off man, dygge 
thorow the wall. 1380 Baret Alv. D. 697 To digge vnder 
an hill, suffodere montem. 16x2 Bible Job xxiv. 16 In the 
darke they digge through houses. 2628 Hobbes Thucyd. 
(1822) 76 They united themselves by digging through the 
common walls between house and house. 2705 Addison 
Trav. (J.), The Italians have often dug into lands, described 
in old authors, as the places where statues or obelisks stood, 
and seldom failed of success. 1832 Examiner 709/2 He 
seemed to dig into his subject. 2865 Gosse Land 4* Sea 
(2874) 5 The little boat ploughed and dug through the 
green and foaming waves, 2877 Holdemess Gloss., Dig- 
into, to set about a job of work in earnest and with energy. 
XI. irons . 

3. To penetrate and excavate or turn up (the 
ground, or any surface) with, a spade or similar 
tool. 

c 2340 Cursor M. 6747 (Trim) peofhous broking or digging 

f 1 round If mon him smyte [etc.], 1383 Wyclif Ezek. vui. 8 
one of man, dig the wal; and whanne Y hadde thur* 
diggide the wal, o fibre aperide. 2608 Shaks. Per. l iv. 5 
Who digs hills because they do aspire. 2697 Dryden AEneid 
vi. (R.), A rav'nous vulture . . still for the growing liver 
digg’d his breast. 

b. Said of an animal penetrating and turning up 
(the ground) with its snout, etc. 

2398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. xvm. cii. (1495) 8 47 The 
molfe bathe a snowte . . and fiyggeth therwyth the erthe 
and castyth vpp that he dyggy th. 2697 Dryden Virg. Georg * 
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DIG. 

Si. 398 The bristled Boar .. New grinds his arming Tusks, 
and digs the Ground. 

4 . spec. To break up and turn over (the soil) with a 
mattock, spade, orthe like, as an operation of tillage. 
(See sense 1 as to technical use in quot. 1888.) 

1388 Wyclif Isa. v. 6 It [a vineyard) schal not be kit, and 
it schal not be diggid, and breris and thornes schulen growe 
vp on it. 15s 2 [see Digging vbl sb. 1 j. 1580 Baret Alv. 
D 697 That the ground should be dug three foote deepe. 
2611 Bible Isa. vii. 25 And on all hilles that shalbe digged 
with the mattocke. 1715 Desaguliers Fires Imfirov . 114 
Suppos’d to have been digg’d four Inches deep. 1888 
Elworthy W. Somerset Word-bk Dig, v. t.,to work .ground 
with a mattock. Ground is never said to be dug with a 
spade. 1889 H. H. Romilly Verandah in N. Guinea 200 
The first moon is spent in digging the ground. 

f b. To till (a plant) by this operation. Obs. 
1526 Pilgr. Per/. ( W. de W. 1531) 54 We..sholde not onely 
dygge our vyne wele by compunccyon. 1577 B. Googe 
Heresbach's Hush. n. (1586) 83 The plants of a yeere - . must 
bee discretely digged and dounged. 1626 Bacon Sylva 
§ 622 The Vines . . are . . so much digged and dressed, that 
their Sap spendeth into the Grapes, 
t C. with together . Obs. 

1398 Trevisa Barth, de P. R. xm. xxix. (Tollem- MS.), 
On his rigge pouder and er)>e is gaderid, and so digged to 
gederes, bat herbes and smale tren and busches growe)? 
peron, so pat gret fische seme)> an ylonde. 

5 . To make (a hole, hollow place, mine, etc.) by 
the use of a mattock, spade, or the like ; to form 
by digging ; to hollow out ; to excavate. 

*387 Trevisa Higden (Rolls) 1 . 159 (Matz.) Some digge]? 
caues and dennes. 1388 Wyclif Num. xxi.18 The pit which 
the princes diggiden [1382 delueden, doluen) % c 1400 Destr. 
Tray 11363 pai droppe in the dike pai deghit have for vs. 
C1430 Lydg. Min. Poems 113 (Matz.) To here hys dyrge do, 
and se hys pet deggyd. 1535 Coverdale Gen. xxi. 30 , 1 haue 
dygged this well. 1579-80 North Plutarch , Luculhis 569 
(Wright Bible Word-bk I) So did Xerxes, .cause, .a channell 
to be digged there to passe his shippes through. 1597 
Shaks. 2 Hen. IV, iv. v. m Then get thee gone, and digge 
my graue thy selfe, 1606 Proc. agst. Late Traitors 7 To 
digge a certain mine under the sayd House of Parliament. 
1653 Holcroft Procopius x\. ix. 49 Anciently there was no 
passage through, but in time away was dig’d through it. 
1697 W. Damher Voy. I. 85 In working their Canoas hollow, 
they cannot dig them so neat and thin [with stone hatchets). 
— Ibid. 215 Making a Canoa . Then again they turn her, 
and dig the inside. 1796 H. Hunter tr. St Pierre's Stud. 
Nat. (1799' L 2 The child, who, with a shell, had dug a 
hole in the sand, to hold the water of the Ocean. 1853 Sir 
H. Douglas Mi lit. Bridges (ed. 3) 17 Torrents . . dig for 
themselves beds approaching to that form. 1864 H. Ains- 
worth John Law 1. iv. (1881) 91 He. .is ever digging mines 
under our feet. 

0 . To obtain or extract by excavation ; to exhume, 
unearth ; = dig out or up (13, 14). Const, from , 
out of . 

C1350 Will. Palerne 2243 pat werkmen forto worche ne 
wonne Jjidere sone, Stifly wi{? strong tol ston stifiy to digge. 
1387 Trevisa Higden (Rolls) I. 271 (Matz.) In Gallia bef? 
many good quarers and noble for to digge stoon. *565-73 
Cooper Thesaurus, Argilletum . . a place where clay is 
digged. 1601 Holland Pliny xvm. xvii. (Wright Bible 
Word-bk.\ This same toad must be digged out of the ground 
againe, 1610 Shaks. Temp. 11. ii. 172 , 1 with my long nayles 
will digge thee pig-nuts, a 1661 Fuller Worthies , Wales 
(R.), Metalls elsewhere are digged ..out of the bo wells ^of 
the land. 1663 Gerbier Counsel D iv a, Chalk . . is daily 
digged here at home, 1678 Cudworth Intell. Syst. 681 To 
declare out of what Quarry the Stones were dugg. 1682 
R. Burton Curios. (1684) 30 Rocks out of which the Tinn is 
digged. 1726 Leoni Albertis ArchiL 1 . 31 We are . . not to 
make our Bricks of Earth fresh dug, but to dig it in the 
Autumn. 1837 W. Irving Capt. Bonneville If. 221 The 
Indians . . come to it in the summer time to dig the camash 
root. Mod. The cottagers were busy digging their potatoes, 
b. To dig a badger. 

1706 Phillips (ed. Kersey), To Dig a Badger (in the 
Hunter’s Language) is to raise or dislodge him. *721-1800 
in Bailey, 1869 Lonsdale Gloss., Dig , to start a badger. 

f 7 . To put and cover up (in the ground, etc.) by 
digging or delving; to bury. Cf. dig in, 11 b. 

*530 Palsgr. 516/1, I wyll dygge this dogg.e in to the 
grounde somwhere for feare of stynkyng. *607 Topsell 
Serpents (1658) 797 All the Winter time they dig themselves 
into the earth. ^ 1647 Trapp Comm. Matt. v. 15 Such idle 
servants as . . dig their talents into the earth. 

8. To thrust, plunge, or force ( something) in or into. 
*553 T. Wilson Rket. 107 As though a sworde were ofte 

digged and thrust twise or thrise in one place of the bodie. 
*832 L. Hunt Sir R. Esher (1850) 258 Delighting, as he 
went over the noble Lord, to dig his knuckles in his back. 
*860 Tyndall Glac. i. xi. 77 We . . dug our feet firmly into 
the snow, *883 F. M. Peard Contrad. i, He dug his hands 
into his pockets, and lounged off. 1893 Selous Trav.S. E. 
Africa 37, I dug my spurs into my horse’s ribs. 

9 . To spur (a horse) vigorously [~F. diguer un 
cheval ]; to thrust, stab, prod; to give (any one) 
a sharp thrust or nudge (in the ribs, etc.). 

*530 Palsgr. 516/1 , 1 dygge my horse in the sydes with 
my spores. 1551 Robinson tr. More's Utop. (Arb.) 102 You 
shoulde haue sene children . . digge and pushe theire mothers 
under the sides. *875 Tennyson Q. Mary 11, iii. Gamble 
thyself at once out of my sight, Or I will dig thee with my 
dagger. *88* Mrs. P. O’Donoghue Ladies on Horseback 
68, I dug him with my spur, and sent him at it. 1889 
Farmer Americanisms , To dig a man in the ribs, is to 
give him a thrust or blow in the side. 

III. In comb, with adverbs. 

10 . Digf down. a. irons , To bring down or 
cause to fall by digging. 

*526-34 Tindale Rom. xi. 3 Lorde, they haue . . dygged 
doune [so *61* and *88* R. V.) thyn alters. 1580 Baret Alv. 


D. 688 To digge downe, defodio. a *6*9 Fotherby A theom. 
11. vii. § 4 (1622) 268 Wicked Citizens . . doe overthrow their 
owne Cities, and digge downe their Walls. 

b. To lower or remove by digging or excavating. 
1591 Spenser Virg. Gnat 46 Mount Athos . . was digged 
downe. *778 Bp. Lowth Transl. Isa. (ed. 12) Notes 313 
She ordered the precipices to be digged down. 

11. Big in. f a. trans. To pierce, stab, pene- 
trate, Obs. (Cf. 9 .) b. To put in and cover up by 
digging. (Cf. dig into in 7 .) 

*530 Palsgr. 5x6/1, He hath dygged hym in nat with- 
standvng his almayne ryvettes. 1839 Penny Cycl. * XIV. 
402/2 The dung . . may be dug in without fermentation for 
most kitchen-garden crops. 

e. To cause to penetrate, to drive in deeply. 

(Cf- 8 .) 

1885 Sat. Rev. 6 June 765/2 [Daemons) .. laughing with 
glee if the . .rider cursed or dug in the spurs. 

12. Dig off. trans. To cut off by digging, rare. 
1655 Stanley Hist. Philos . 1. (1701) 46/1 He attempted to 

dig the Isthmus off from the Continent. 

13. Dig out. a. trans. To take out, thrust out, 
extract or remove by excavation. (Cf. 6 .) 

*388 Wyclif Job iii. 2x As mendiggynge . . out [*382 del- 
uende out) tresour. 1526 Tindale Gal. iv. 15 Ye wolde 
have digged [1534 plucked) out youre awne eyes, and haue 
geven them to me. 1580 Baret A Iv. D 697 To digge out 
ones eies, elidere alicui ocnlos. 1667 Milton./*. L. i. 690 Soon 
had his . . crew Op’nd into the Hill a spacious wound And 
dig’d out ribs of Gold. 1772 Hutton Bridges 94 The sand 
having been previously digged out for that purpose. *847-78 
Halliwell, Dig out, to unearth the badger. 
fg. 1864 R. B. Kimball Was he successful ? II. xi. 259 
It was their habit to go over their lessons together, after 
Chellis had * dug out* his. 

b. To excavate, to form by excavation. Cf. 
Dug-out (canoe). 

1748 Relat. Earthq. Lima Pref. 9 These usually were 
Caves, or Hollows dug-out in the Mountains. 

C. intr. To depart, elope. {U S. colloqi). 

1884 S. L. Clemens (Mark Twain) Adv. Hucklebury Finn 
(Fanner Amer.), Then I jumped in a canoe, and dug out for 
our place, .as bard as I could go. 1888 Detroit Free Press 
21 July (Farmer Amer.), She dug out last night with a 
teamster. 

14. Dig up. a. trans. To take or get out of 
the ground, etc., by digging or excavating ; to 
exhume, disinter, unearth. To dig tip the hatchet, to 
renew strife: see Hatchet. (Ct. 6 .) 

CX400 Maundev. (1839) ix. 107 He [John the Baptist] was 
..buryed at Samarie. And there let Julianus Apostata 
dyggen him vp. C1425 Seven Sag. (P.) 1126, I se a gras 
of grete solas, Were hyt dyggyd uppe by the rote, Of 
many thyngs hit myght be bote. 1*35 Coverdale Job iii. 
2i Those that dygge vp treasure. 1588 Shaks. Tit.A.v. i. 
135 Oft haue I dig’d vp dead men from their graues. 1695 
Woodward Nat. Hist. Earth 11, (1723) 81 There are 
dig’d up Trees . , in some Northern Islands, in which there 
are at this Day growing no Trees at all. 1726-7 Swift 
Gulliver 11. vii. 160 Huge bones and skulls, casually dug up 
in several parts of the kingdom. 1858 Glenny Card. Every- 
day Bk. 267/1 Jerusalem A rtickokes. Dig them up if it be 
not done already. *889 Farmer Amer., To dig up the 
hatchet , a phrase decidedly Indian in origin.. This [the 
hatchet] was buried to signify the putting away of strife ; 
and digging up the hatchet, meant a renewal of warfare. 
fig. *6ix Bible Prov. xvi. 27 An vngodly man diggeth 
vp euill : and in his lips there is a burning fire. *86* Bright 
SP , India 19 Mar., A Committee to dig up all the par- 
ticulars of our supposed perils. 

b. To excavate/ break up or open by digging. 
*551 Robinson tr, Mords Utop. 11. (Arb.) 73 Kyng Utopus 
..caused . xv . myles space of vplandyshe grounde .. to be 
cut and dygged vp and so brought the sea rounde aboute 
the land. 1593 Shaks. 3 Hen, VI, 1. iii. 27 If I digg’d vp 
thy forefathers Graues, And hung their rotten Coffins vp in 
Chaynes. 1855 Macaulay Hist. Eng. IV. 132 The English 
government would he unable to equip a fleet without digging 
up the cellars of London in order to collect the nitrous 
particles from the walls. 

e. To break up and loosen the soil of, by dig- 
ging : said esp. of a place not previously or recently 
dug. 

1377 Langl. P. PI. B. vi. 109 Dikeres & delueres digged 
vp J?e bailees, a *698 Temple (J.>, You cannot dig up your 
garden too often. 1799 J. Robertson Agric. Perth 247 He 
directs the moss to be delved or dug up with spades. *889 
Boldrewoo v> Robbery under Arms (1890) 7 He dug up a 
little garden in front. 

Hence Digged (digd). Drgging///. adjs. 
c 1394 P. PI. Crede 504 pat was )>e dygginge devel pat 
dreCche]? men ofte. 1552 Huloet, Dygged, fossifius. 1616 
Surfl. & Markh. Country Farme 302 In a well husbanded 
and digd ground. 1617 Janua Ling. 170 Souldiers. .lie in 
digged trenches. 

Dig, sb. 1 Also 9 (Sc.) deg. [f. prec. vb.] 

1. An act of digging ; the plunging or thrusting 
(of a spade, or the like) into the ground. 

*887 Pall Mall G. 15 Oct. 11/1 The price which is obtained 
for the excavated sand . . just meets the expense of the dig 
out, 1894 Contemp. Rett. Jan. 66 At each ‘dig’ four sets of 
forks are thrust into the ground. 

2. A definite depth or quantity to be dug out 

1890 Daily News 4 Sept. 6/4 For every ‘dig’ 30$. is to he 

paid to the gang. The ‘ dig ’ is to be 9 ft. measured from 
where the crane plumbs in the hatchway. 

3. A tool for digging ; a mattock, pick-axe, etc. 

*674-91 Ray N. C. Words , Dig, a Mattock. *877 Holder- 

ness Gloss., Dig, a mattock ; a navvy’s pick. 1877 N. W. 
Line. Gloss., Dig, an instrument used for stubbing up roots, 
more commonly called . a stub-dig. ‘As straight as a dig ’is 
a common proverbial expression. 


4. A thrust, a sharp poke, as with the elbow, fist, 
or other part of: the body. 

1819 Moore Tom Crib's Menu 51 While ribbers rung from 
each resounding, frame, And divers digs, and many a pon- 
derous pelt. 1823 Gal t.R. Gilhaize 1. 127 (Jam.) Winterton, 
when he lay down, gave him a deg with his elbow, and 
swore at him to be quiet. 1843 J. T. Hewlett College Life 
xxxi. (Stratm.) Brunt gave him a hard dig in the ribs. 1855 
Browning Holy-Cross Day v, Somebody deal him a dig m 
the paunch. 2860 Tyndall Glac. 1. xvi. 117 A vigorous dig 
of leg and hatchet into the snow was sufficient to check the 
motion. 

b. fig. (Cf. hit sb.) 

*840 Hood Miss Kilmansegg, Her Fancy Ball iii, Thus 
Tories like to worry the Whigs . . Giving them lashes, 
thrashes and digs. 1884 Pall Mall G. 15 Mar. 1/2 The 
Opposition caring absolutely for nothing except how to 
get a dig at the fellows who are in. 1887 E. J. Goodman 
Too Curious ix, This, of course, was a sly dig at Frank. 

5. A diligent or plodding student. (CCS. Stu- 
dents 7 slang.) 

1849 Let. to Yng. Man 14 The treadmill , .might be a use- 
ful appendage to a college, not as a punishment, but as a 
recreation for digs. *85* N. F. Lit. World 11 Oct. (Bart- 
lett) There goes the dig . . How like a parson he eyes his 
book ! 1894 N. V. Weekly Witness 12 Dec. 2/2 The student 
who earnestly pursues his scholastic studies is held to be 
a scrub, or grind, or dig. 

Big, sbA Obs. exc. dial. A duck. 

c *420 Liber Cocorum (1862) 9 pandon for wylde digges, 
swannus, and piggus ; ? a 1500 Chester PL, Deluge ^189 
Heare are doves, diggs, drakes, Redshankes, runninge 
through the lakes. *61* Cotgr., Aneite, a Ducke, or Dig. 
*6*6 Inventory in Earwaker Powltrey, fyc., Sandback (1890) 
135 Three Digs and a Drake. 1884 Cheshire Gloss., Dig, 
a duck. 

b. Comb., as dig-bird, Lancask., a young duck 
(Halliwell); dig-meat, duckweed ( Chesh . Gloss.). 
Digallic (daigse lik), a. Chem. [f. Di- Z + 
Gallic.] In Digallic acid, which has the com- 
position of two molecules of gallic acid, minus 
one equivalent of water. 

*877 Watts Downes’ Chem. (ed. 12) II. 547 Gallotannic 
Acid, Digallic Acid or Tannin, .occurs in large quantity in 
nut-galls, .and many other plants. 

Digamist (drgamist). [f. as Digamy + -ist.] 
A man or woman who has married a second time. 

1656 Blount Glossogr., Digamist, . . one that marries 
after his first wives death, a 1660 Hammond IVks. I. 
597 (R.) The digamist, or he that hath had two wives suc- 
cessively, one after another. 1706 Hf.arne Collect. 9 Nov., 
I can say no more of this Bp. than y 6 in complyance w* 11 y° 
Fashion of y ' Age he is a digamist. 1869 Lucky Europ . 
Mor. (1877) II. 327 ‘Digamists’, according to Origen, are 
saved in the name of Christ, but are by no means crowned 
by him. 

tb. = Bigamist. Obs. (So F. digame, Cotgr.). 

1656 Blount Glossogr., Digamist, one that hath had two 
Wives together. 

t Brgamite. Obs. [f. as prec. + -ite,] = prec. 
_ 1616 T. Godwin Moses $ Aaron 11655) 238 Persons marry- 
ing after such divorcements, were reputed digamites, that is, 
to have two husbands or two wives. 1674-81 Blount 
Glossogr., Digamist or Digamite. 

Digamma (doigse-ma). [a. L. digamma, Gr. 
UcyafAfia the digamma, f. Si- twice + ydfifxa the letter 
gamma: so called by the grammarians of the first 
century, from its shape f or F, resembling two 
gammas ( f* ) set one above the other.] 

The sixth letter of the original Greek alphabet, 
corresponding to the Semitic waw or vau, which was 
afterwards disused, the sound expressed by it having 
been gradually lost from the literary language. 

It was a consonant, probably equivalent to English w; in 
the Italian alphabets derived from Greek, it appears to have 
passed through the power of consonantal v, to that of f its 
value in the Roman alphabet : see F. It was lost in ionic 
and Attic before the date of the earliest known monuments, 
but it occurs in inscriptions in all the other dialects down 
to late times, and it was aLo retained in the literary remains 
of /Eolic, whence the appellation VEolic digamma or letter. 
Though not written in classical Greek, it can be restored 
on linguistic and metrical grounds in the Homeric and other 
ancient forms of Greek words, as fepyov, work, Aifi dative 
of Zevs, etc. 

[1552 Huloet, F letter among the latines is called Di- 
gamma. *565-73 Cooper Thesaurus, Digamma, the letter 
F, Cicero useth it for his manerof Formium beginning with 
F.) 1698 M. Lister Jouru. Paris (1699) 50 (Stanford) His 
new invented Letter the Digamma, which he instituted or 
borrowed from the Eolique to express V Consonant. *737- 
51 Ch ambers Cycl. s.v., This let ter /ms derived to us from the 
Romans, who borrowed it from the /Eolians ; among whom 
it is called digamma, or double gamma, as resembling two 
T’s, one over the other, 31742 Pope Dune. iv. 218 Tow’ring 
o’er your Alphabet, like Saul, Stands our Digamma, and 
o’ertops them all, *814 Jamieson Hermes Scyth. 1. iv. 41 
It has been thought that the Aeolic digamma approached 
nearly to the sound of W. 1845 Stoddard in Encycl. 
Metrop. (1847) L 94/1 The /Eolic digamma is described by 
Dionysius of Halicarnassus, in the ist book of his Anti- 
quities, 1857 Birch Anc. Pottery {1858) II. 17 The use of 
the digamma, .is continued on Doric vases both of this [the 
second year of the 94th Olympiad) and even of a later age, 

Bigammate (daigae’m/t), a. fad. mod.JU 
digammdt-us, f. digamma : see -ate 2 .] =» next. 

1864 in Webster. 

Digammated (drigse-m/ted), ppl. a. [f. as 
prec. + -ate 3 + -ed.] 

1. Spelt with or having the digamma. 

1803 Edin, Rev. July 315 The conjunction Isl and,, .is a 
digammated word. 1805 Valpy Grk. Gram. (1818) 151 A 
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short Syllable is often made long when the next word begins 
with a digammated vowel. 1863 J. Hadley Ess. (1873 > iv. 
56 It is more than forty years since Richard Payne Knight 
published in 1820 his famous digammated Iliad. 1S82 
R. C. Jebb Life. Bentley 152 The number of digammated 
roots in Homer is between thirty and forty, 

2 . Formed with, a figure like the digamma, as 
the digammated cross, a phallic symbol. 

t a. Obs. [f. Digamma + -xc.] Of 

or belonging to a digamma. 

1817 G. S. Faber Eight Diss, (1845) I- 134 The Anakim or 
(with the digammic prefix) Fanakim. 

Bigamous (di-gamas), a. [f. L. digam-us , a. 
Gr. biyapos that has been married twice (f. 5 t~ f Di- 2 
twice + ydftos marriage) + -ous.] 

1 . Married a second time ; that contracts a second 
marriage after the death of the first spouse ; of the 
nature of digamy. 

1864 in Webster. 1868 Milman St. Paul's xi. 302 A di- 
garaous Bishop could hardly be more odious to Elizabeth. 

2 . Bot . = Androgynous. 

1883 Syd. Soc. Lex., Bigamous , having both sexes on the 
same flower-cluster. 

Bigamy (drgami). fad. L. digamia , a. Gr. 
biyafia a marrying twice, f. biya/x-os : see Biga- 
mous and -y.] 

1 . Digamous condition or state; second marriage; 
re-marriage after the death of the first spouse. 

1635 Pag itt Ckristianogr. App. 17 The ordinary Priests 
marry once, Digamy is forbidden them. 1673 Gave Prim. 
Chr. 11. v. >1673] 83 Three sorts of Digamy or Second Mar- 
riages. 1672-5 Comber Comp. Temple (1702) 220 Digamy, 
as well as Marrying after a Divorce while the former Wife 
lives, are forbid under the Gospel. 2755 Johnson, Digamy, 
second marriage ; marriage to a second wife after the death 
of the first: as bigamy , having two wives at once. 2869 
Lecky Europ, Mor. II. v. 346 Digamy, or second marriage, 
is described by Athanagoras as ‘ a decent adultery 
f 2 . «= Bigamy 1 ; having two wives at the same 
time. Obs. 

2638 Sir T. Herbert Trav. (ed. 2) 39 The Antick Romans, 
who . . so hated Digamy (both in enjoying two wives at one 
time, and being twice married). 2761-66 Bailey, Digamy , 
a being married to two Wives at the same Time. 

Digastric (doigae'strik), a. and sb. Anal. [ad. 
mod.jL. digastric-us, f. Gr. Si-, Dr- 2 4. yaarrip, 
yaarp- belly: cf. Gastric. In F. digastrique 
* hauing two bellies’ Cotgr. 1611.] 

A. adj. 

1. Having two parts swelling like bellies ; spec. 
applied to muscles having two fleshy bellies with 
an intervening tendinous part, as that of the lower 
jaw ; see B. 

1722 Bailey, Digastric, that has a double belly. 1732 
Monro Anat. Bones 102 Where the digastric Muscle of the 
lower Jaw has its Origin. 2873 Huxley Phys. vii. 175 There 
are muscles which are fleshy at each end and have a tendon 
in the middle. Such muscles are called digastric or two- 
bellied. 

2 . Of or pertaining to the digastric muscle 
of the lower jaw : see B. 

1832 R. Knox Cloquet's Anal. 53 On the inside of, and 
behind, the mastoid process, is a longitudinal depression 
named the Digastric Groove, on account of its giving at- 
tachment to the muscle of that name. 2840 J. Ellis Anat. 
82 The digastric nerve, the largest of the three branches of 
the portio dura . . is distributed by many filaments to the 
under surface of the posterior belly of the digastric. 2843 
E. Wilson Anat. Vade M . (ed. 2) 49 Upon the inner side 
of the root of the mastoid process is the digastric fossa. 

B. sb. (Also in L. form digastricus.) A muscle 
of the lower jaw, thick and fleshy at its extremities, 
thin and tendinous at its middle. 

, It arises from the back part of the skull, and is inserted 
into the mandible. ^ Its action is to depress the lower jaw, 
or to raise the hyoid bone and carry it backwards or for- 
wards as in deglutition. (Syd. Soc. Lex.) 

2696 PHILLIPS, Digastric, a double-bellied Muscle, which 
. . ending in . . the Chin, draws it downward. 2746 J. Parsons 
■Bum. Physiognomy i. 30 It serves . . to assist the Digastric 
in opening the Jaws. 2872 Mivart Blent . Anat. 286 The 
digastric is a muscle with two fleshy bellies, with a median 
tendon, 1881 Atheneeiwi 9 Apr. 496/2 On the Tendinous 
Intersection of the Digastric. 

BigeneoilS (doijdgrnzas% a. [f. Gr. biyevrjs of 
double or doubtful sex (f. 5i- f Di- - + yeuos, yeve- 
kind, race, sex) + -ous.] 

1 . Of two sexes, bisexual. Syd. Soc . Lex. 1883. 

2 . Of or pertaining to the Digenea r a division of 
the trematode worms or flukes. 

Bigenesis (daiidge’nesis). Biol. [mod.L., f. 
Gr, Di- 2 + ykvsavs generation.] Successive 
generation by two different processes, as sexual 
and asexual. 

2876 Beneden's Anim. Parasites 102 This phenomenon 
has been known by the name of alternate generation ; we 
have called it digenesis. 2883 in Syd. Soc. Lex. 

Bigenetic (dsijd^/ ne*tik) , a . [f. as prec. + Gr. 
-ywerircos, f. yiveais.] Relating to or characterized 
by digenesis. 

2883 Syd. Soc. Lex,, Digenetic worms , parasitic worms 
which, at different periods of life have different forms. 2890 
E. R. Lanicester Adv. Science 265 Whether the female .. 
belonged to a parthenogenetic or digenetic brood. _ Ibid. 
266 In Artemia salina parthenogenetic alternate with di- 
genetic broods. 
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Bigenite (di-dgi'noit). Min. [mod.f. Gr. $i- 
ycvris of doubtful sex or kind + -ite.] A variety 
of Chalcocite or copper-glance. 

2850 Dana Min. 509. 1863-73 Watts Diet. Ckem. II. 323. 

Bigeuous (di-dg/nos), a. [irreg. f. Gr. St- two 
+ yevos kind, race + -ous.] Of two sexes, bisexual. 

2884 Sedgwick tr. Claus' Zool. I. 97 The digenous or 
sexual reproduction depends upon the production of two 
kinds of germinal cells, the combined action of which is 
necessary for the development of a new organism. 

Hence Bi'geny s digenous reproduction. 

2883 in Syd. Soc , Lex. 

t Bige’r, V. Obs. rare. fa. F. digir-er (i4thc. 
in Hatz.-Darm.), ad. L, diger-ere to Digest.] 
trans. ~ Digest v. 

2542 R. Copland Gnydott's Quest. Chirurg., A pyt wherin 
the nourysshynge blode commynge fro the lyuer is dygered. 
2597 Lowe Chirurg. (2634) 203 Such things as have the 
virtue to discusse, diger, and dry lightly, and not humect. 

t Bi'gerate, V- Obs. rare. [f. as prec. + -ate 3 .] 
trans. To digest. Hence Drgerating ppl. a. 

1634 T. Johnson Parey's Chirurg. xvnr. xvii. (1678) 426 
They must be strengthened with hot and digerating things. 

t Brgeresit, a. and sb. Obs. rare. [ad. L. dige- 
rent-em , pres. ppl. of diger-ere to Digest.] 

A. adj. Digesting, 

2477 N orton Ord. Aich. v. in Ashm. (1652) 62 But our 
cheefe Digestiue [printed -ure] for our intent, Is virtual! 
heate of the matter digerent. 1755 J ohnson, Digcrent, adj., 
that which has the power of digesting, or causing digestion. 

B. sb. A medicine or agent that promotes diges- 
tion or suppuration. 

2732 Bailey, Digerents (with Physicians) Medicines which 
digest or ripen. 1854-67 C. A. Harris Diet. Med. Terminol. 
215 Digerents . . medicines which promote the secretion of 
proper pus in wounds and ulcers. 

Digest (dsrdgest), sb. Also 5 dy-, 7 dis-. [ad. L. 
digesia *' matters digested \ a name given to various 
collections of writings arranged and distributed 
under heads ; n. pi. of digest-us, pa. ppl. of diger- 
ere : see Digest v. The appearance of the senses 
in English, does not correspond in order to the 
original development.] 

1. A digested collection of statements or informa- 
tion; a methodically arranged compendium or 
summary of literary, historical, legal, scientific, or 
other written matter. 

2555 Braham Address to Reader in Lydgate's Citron. 
Troy , The verye trouthe therof is not to be had in theyr 
dygestes. 1605 Bacon Adv. Learn. 11. xv. § 1. 58 The 
Disposition . . of that Knowledge . . consisteth in a good 
Digest of Common Places. 2789 T. Jefferson Writ. (2859) 
III. 14 This is a very elegant digest of whatever is known 
of the Greeks. 2825 Macaulay Ess., Milton (1854) I. 2/r 
His digest of scriptural texts. 2854 H. Miller Sch. <$• 
Schm. (1858) 313 Those popular digests of geological science 
which are now so common, 

2. Law. An abstract, or collection in condensed 
form, of same body of law, systematically arranged. 

a 1626 Bacon C title ) An Offer to King James, of a Digest 
to be made of the Laws of England. 2652 N eedham tr. 
Seldcn's Mare Cl. 38 The Digests of the Jewish Law. 
2681 W. Robertson Phraseol. Gen. (1693) 471 Digests, 
gathered out of the 37 civilians. 2724 A. Collins Gr. Chr. 
Relig. 14 A Digest or System of Laws for the Govern- 
ment of the Church. 2765 Blackstone Comm. I. 66 Out 
of these three laws . . king Edward the confessor extracted 
one uniform law or digest of laws. 2792 J. Wilson in 
Sparks Corr. Amer. Rev . (2853) IV. 388 A digest of the 
laws of the United States. 2828 Cruise Digest (ed. 2) I. 
126 Lord Chief Baron Comyn, iu his Digest, states the case 
in Dyer as having decided that [etc.]. 2869 Rawlinson 

Anc. Hist, 357 The code of the Twelve Tables, .was a most 
valuable digest of the early Roman law. 

b. spec. The body of Roman laws compiled from 
the earlier jurists by order of the Emperor Justinian. 
(The earliest use in English.) 

2387 Trevisa Higden (Rolls) III. 255 Iustinianus . . made 
and restored j?e lawes of digest. 2530 Palsgr. 213/2 Digest, 
a boke in lawe, digeste. 1577 tr. Bullinger's Decades (1592) 
427 The lawes and constitutions of princes, .founde either in 
the Code, in the booke of Digestes, or Pandectes. 2660 
Burney K epS. Ampov (1661) 215 AH they read in the Pandects, 
Digests and Codes in the Statute and common Law-books. 
2845 Graves Roman Law in Encycl. Metrop. 762/1 Notes 
on the laws of the Twelve Tables according to the order of 
the Institutes and the first part of the Digest. 2882 Stubbs 
Med. <$■ Mod. Hist. xiii.(i886) 306 Ifyoutake any well-drawn 
case of litigation in the middle ages, .you will find that its 
citations from the Code and Digest are at least as numerous 
as from the Decretum. 

= Digestion. Obs. 

2398 Trevisa Barth. De P.R. xvii. ii. (MS. BodL 3738) 
Yf a plante shall be durable : it nedyth that it haue humour 
w* good dygest and fatty. So plantes y fc haue humour 
w[ythou]t good digestion wydre sone in grete colde. 1602 
Carew Cornwall 29 b, Some giue meate, but leaue it no 
disgest, Some tickle him, but are from pleasing farre, 

f Bige'st, ppl. a. Obs. Also 6 Sc. de-. [ad. 
L. digest-us , pa. ppl. of diger b^e to Digest.] 

1. as pa. pple. aad adj. Digested. 

2398 Trevisa Barth . De P . R. xvii. lxxiv. (1495) 648 
Grene frute and rawe and not dygest greue bodies and 
make them swell. 2430 Lydg. Min. Poems ( 1840) i95(Matz.) 
Whan Phebus entrith in the Ariete, Digest humoures up- 
ward doon hem dresse. 1460-70 Bk. Quintessence 6 Take 
J?e beste horse dounge f?at may be had bat is weel digest. 

2. adj. Composed, settled, grave. Sc. 

2500-20 Dunbar Poems x. 30 Sing In haly kirk, with mynd 
degest . Ibid. xxiv. 3 Quhair no thing ferine is nor degest, 


DIGEST, 

2523 Douglas JEneis xir. i. 45 Kyng Latyn tho with sad 
and degest mynd To hym answeris. 2585 Jas. I Ess . Poesie 
(Arb.) 67 With gracis graue, and gesture maist digest, 
a 2605 Montgomerie Misc, Poems 1 . 22 Sa grave, sa gra- 
cious, and digest. 

Digest (dbclge'st, doi-), v. Forms: a. 5-6 de- 
gest(e, 5- digest, (6 dejest, dygest, Sc. degeist). 
0. 5 desgest(e,6-7(9^/.') disgest, ydisjest. [f.L. 
digest -, ppl. stem di diger-ere to carry asunder, sepa- 
rate, divide, distribute, dissolve, digest, f. di- - dis- 
( ; Dt- 1 ) apart, asunder + gerere to carry. Cf. OF. 
digester (15th c. in Godef.). A parallel form with 
the prefix as dis- was frequent in the 16th and 17th 
c. (and is still dial.) ; in earlier times, the French 
modifications des-, de-, are found.] ; 

1 1 . trans . To divide and dispose, to distribute. 

a. 2578 Banister Hist. Man v. 71 Two Neraes .. are 
digested into the bottome of the ventricle. 2620 Mirr. Mag. 
763 (T.), I did digest my bands in battell-ray. c 2611 
Chapman Iliad xvi. 187 All these digested thus In fit place 
by the mighty son of royal Peleus. 2650 Fuller PisgaJt 
in. xi. 341 That Jerusalem was digested and methodized 
into severall streets is most certain. 2675 tr. Machiavellis 
Prince xii. (Rtldg. 1883) 84 They changed their militia into 
horse, which, being digested into troops [etc.]. 

/ 3 . 2579 Fenton Guicciard. in. (1599} 216 Afore this name 
could be disgested into order and point. 

■fb. To disperse, dissipate. Obs. 

a. 2523 Bradshaw .SA IVerburge 1. 2264 Some of his loners 
..Gaue hym theyr counseyll. unto melody all thoughtes 
to degest. a 1547 Henry VIII in Laneham's Let. Pref. 
(1871) 149 Company me thynkes then best. All thoughtes 
& fancys to deiest. 1549 Compl. Scot. Prol. 9 The quhilkis 
humours nocht beand degeistit, myeht be occasione to dul 
their spreit. 2727 Bradley Pam. Diet. s. v. Bath, It does 
by insensible transpiration digest and dissipate superfluous 
humours. 

/ 3 . 2565 Satir. Poems Reform, i. 25 Some meane that 
may thie greves disgest. 2604 T. Wright Passions v. it. 
260 Musicke . . [to] rectifie the blood and spirits, and conse- 
quently disgest melancholy. 

2 . To dispose methodically or according to a 
system ; to reduce into a systematic form, usually 
with condensation ; to classify. 

a. 2482 Monk of Evesham (Arb. ) 28 He told tbees thynges 
the whiche here after be digestyd and wreten. 2563 Act 5 
Eliz. c. 4 § 1 The Substance of., the said Laws ..shall be 
digested and reduceed into one sole Law and Statute. 1668 
Hale Pref to R olle's A bridgm. 8 The Civil Law is digested 
into general Heads. 2704 Swift Mech. Operat. Spirit 
Misc. (1712) 275, I have had no manner of Time to digest it 
into Order, or correct the Stile. 2791 Boswell Johnson 
an. 1738, The debates in Parliament, which were brought 
home and digested by Guthrie. 2863 Ld. Brougham Brit. 
Const, xxx. § 1. 301 Every government is bound to digest 
the whole law into a code. 1875 E. White Life in Christ 
n. xiii; (1876) 152 To digest these testimonies into definite 
forms. 

jS. 1576 Gascoigne Steele Gl. (Arb .1 68 A strange deuise, 
and sure my Lord wil laugh To see it so desgested in de- 
grees. 2676 Wood Life (Oxf. Hist. Soc.) II. 358 Purposely 
to disgest some notes for the press. 

3 . To settle and arrange methodically in the mind; 
to consider, think or ponder over, 

a. c 2450 Henryson Test. Cres, (R.), Than thus proceeded 
Saturne & the Mone Whan they the mater ripely aid degest. 
c 2470 Henry Wallace vm. 1430 Wer or pes, quhat so yow 
likis best,. Lat your hye witt and gud consaill degest. 1548 
Hall Chron . 20 When the kyng had long digested and 
studied on this matter. 2614 Bp. Hall Recoil. Treat. 934 
When he had somwhat digested his thoughts, and con- 
sidered. 1793 Sm eaton Edystone L. § 130 I digested a plan 
for the keeping our accounts and correspondence. 2855 
Prescott Philip II, 1 . 11. xi. 261 The regent was busy m 
digesting the plan of compromise. 

/S. 2494 Fabyan Chron. vr. ccvii. 221 Whanne kynge 

Henry had well desgested in his mynde the wrongful 
trouble that he. .hadde put the duke vnto. 2637 Heywood 
Royal Kingx. Wks. 1874 VI. 11 Come to horse. And, as 
we ride, our farther plots disgest. 

4 . To prepare ( food) in the stomach and intestines 
for assimilation by the system ; see Digestion i. 

a. 2483 Cath. Angl. 99/2 To Digeste, digerere . *526 
Pilgr. Perf.QN. de W. 1531) 192, XI I baskettes of breedes 
that they coude not eate ana digest. 1580 Lyly Etipltues 
(Arb.) 468, I digested the Pill which had almost choakt me. 
2662 Lovell Hist. Anim. Min. Introd., The skinne 
. . even of rosted pigge . . can hardly be well digested of a 
strong stomach. 2789 Mrs. Piozzi Joum. France I. 7 The 
cattle . . cannot digest tobacco. 2842 A. Combe Physiol. 
Digestion (ed. 4) 363 To diminish the food to such a quan- 
tity as the system requires and the stomach, can digest. 

(3, a 2536 Tindale Wks. 234 (R.) That thy stomacke 
shall disgeste the meate that thou puttest into it. 2593 
N ashe P. Penilesse (ed. 2) to a, It is., a hard matter to 
disgest salt meates at Sea. 2600 Rowlands Let. Humours 
Blood vi. 75 Blowne drinke is odious, what man can disiest 
it ? 2681 W. Robertson Phraseol. Gen. (1693) 4,^2 To dis- 
gest or digest what one eats. 2877 N. W. Line. Gloss., 
Disgest, to digest. 2893 Northuinbld. Gloss., Disgest. 

b. absol. 

1530 Palsgr. 516/1 He maye boldely eate well, for he 
dygesteth well, c 2532 Dewes Introd. Fr. in Palsgr. 2054 
A body, .may nat degeste without holdyng that mete. 2667 
Milton P. L. v. 412 Every lower facultie . . whereby they 
hear, see, smell.. digest, assimilate. 1707 Floyer Physic. 
Pulse-Watch 85 Fishes and Birds want a Diaphragm, and 

et Digest well. 2840 Clough Amours de Voy. n. 39 Each 

as to eat for himself, digest for himself. 

c. Applied to the action of insectivorons plants. 

1875 Darwin Insectiv. PI. xiii. 312 Mrs. Treat .. informs 

me that several leaves caught successively three insects 
each, but most of them were, not able to digest the third fly. 
2884 Bower & Scorr De Barfs Phaner. 200 The power .. 
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of digesting' animal substance and absorbing It as nourish- 
ment, .known in the case of the peculiarly-formed leaves of 
Droseraceav 

d. intr. (for reft.) Of the food: To undergo 
digestion. 

1574 Hyll Confect . Weather iv, Weathers over olde are 
to be refused in eating in that they . . smally nourish and 
hardly disgest. 1586 Marlowe i&t PL Tainburl. iv. iv, 
Fall to, and never may your meat digest. 1677 Hale 
Prim. Orig ; Man. 1. i. 30 My Blood circulates, my. Meat 
digests . . without any intention of mind to assist their act- 
ings. 1854-6 Patmore Angel in H. 1. ix, Frol. iih The 
best [fare], Wanting this natural condiment, .will not digest, 
f e. tram. To cause or promote the digestion of 
(food). 

’1607 Middleton Five Gallants 11. ill, It comes like cheese 
after a great feast, to disgest the rest, c 1645 Howell Lett. 
(1650) II. 76 French wines may be said but to pickle meat in 
the stomach ; but this is the wine that disgests. 27*5 Pope 
Odyss. ix, 409 Drain this goblet, potent to digest, 

f f. To digest the stomach : to promote the 
action of the stomach in digestion. Cf. Defy#. 2 i b. 
V1460 J. Russell Bk. Nurture 947 Youre souerayne aftir 
mete his stomak to digest yef he wille take a slepe hym self 
here for to rest. *596 Sir J. Smythe in Lett. Lit. Men 
(Camden) 91 Drynckinge wynes dy vers tymes to disgest and 
comforte my stomacke. 

5. fig. and tramf. (from the digestion of food). 

1576 Fleming Panofl . Efiist. 341 He maketh suche to love 
learning . . as before cou.lde by no meanes digest it. 1601 
Shaks. JuL C, i. ii. 305 This Rudenesse is aSawce to his 
good Wit Which giues men stomacke to disgest his words. 
1614 Bp. Hall Recall. Treat. 994 The fire digests the raw- 
nesse of the night. 1691 Ray Creation 1. (1704) 61 This 
Opinion, I say, 1 can hardly digest. 183s I. Taylor Spir. 
Despot. v. 221 The Church, .had made great progress in di- 
gesting those arrogant principles. Spectator 9 Nov. 621/2 

The Hapsburgs. .have not digested Bosnia completely yet. 

iii.tr. 1614 Bp. Hall Recoil. Treat. 440 Passions must 
have Ieasure to digest. 

0. To bear without resistance ; to brook, endure, 
put up with ; to * swallow, stomach \ 

a. 1553 T. Wilson Rhet. (1580) 175 Beeyng greeved with a 
matter, we saie commonly we cannot digest it. 1588 Shaks. 
L. L. L. v. ii. 289 It can neuer be, They will digest this 
harsh indignitie. a 1625 Rowlands Terrible Battell 33 Can 
you so ill digest to heare your crimes? 1651 N. Bacon 
Disc. Govt. Eng il xxxix. (1739) 173 The publick danger was 
such, as might well have digested an extraordinary under- 
taking. 1798 H. Walpole Rentin. in Lett. (1857) I. ix. p. cxl, 
He . . could not digest total dependence on a capricious . . 
grandmother. 1809 W. Irving Knickerb. v. v. (1849) 283 
This wanton attack.. is too much even for me to digest! 
[1837 Carlyle Fr. Rev. II. n. vi. (1848) 1 r 9 The forty thousand 
. .have to . .digest their spleen, or reabsorb it into the blood.] 

ft 1592 Wyrley A rmorie 48 Too great abusage, which he 
not disgested. 1603 Knolles Hist. Turks { 1638) 247 Ma- 
homet could not wel disgest the losse he had so lately re- 
ceiued. a 1661 Fuller Worthies 1. (1662) 179 His quick and 
strong Appetite, could disgest any thing but an Injury, 
lb. To get over the effects of. arch. 

1576 M, Hanmer tr. Anc. Eccles. Hist. (1585) 156 Of the 
phisicians, some not able to digest that wondeifull noysome 
stinch were slaine. 1580 Lyly Euphues (Arb.) 251 In this 
sort they refreshed themselves 3 or 4daies, vntil they had 
digested y« seas, and recovered again their healths. 1598 
Barckley Felic. Man {1631) 377 When hee hath disgested 
so many evills, and come to bee seven yeeres old. 1647 
Clarendon Hist. Reb. vil (17031 II. 317 He had not yet 
disgested his late deposal from the Lieutenancy of Ireland, 
1834 Coleridge Table-t. 12 Jan., I never can digest the loss 
of most of Origen’s works. 

7. To comprehend and assimilate mentally ; to 
obtain mental nourishment from. 

a. 1548-9 (Mar.) Bk. Com. Prayer Collect 2nd. Sund. 
Advent, Read, marke, learne, and inwardly digeste them. 
a 1592 H. Smith Wks. (1867) II. 81 Record when you are 
gone, and you shall see the great power of God, what he is 
able to do for you by one sentence of this book, if ye digest 
it well. 1651 Hobbes Leviatk. 11. xxvi. 147 Memory to re- 
tain, digest and apply, 1732 Berkeley Alciphr. 11. § 14 
This new philosophy seems difficult to digest. 1858 Haw- 
thorne Fr. 4* It. frnls. 1 . 265 Having had as many pictures 
as I could digest. 1866 R. Chambers Ess. Ser. 1. 149 He 
likes to digest what he reads. 1879 Froude Cxsar ix. 94 It 
might be that they would digest their lesson after all. 

„ & *883 Golding Calvin on Deut. vi. 33 Mee thinkes this 
is harde, and as for that, I cannot disgest it. 1597 J. Payne 
Royal Exch. 43 Hartilie wishing© maryed folkes no less to 
mark and disgest, then to reade the words of the Apostle. 
1647 Digges Unlaw/. Taking A rms § x. 8 By these generalls 
throughly disgested, and rightly applied, we shall be able 
to rule particular decisions. 

+ 8. To mature, or bring to a state of perfection, 
especially by the action of beat. Also fig. Ohs. 

1607 Schol. Disc. agst. Antichr. 1. Iv. 176 There wanteth 
the neate of the Nurse that doth digest and concockt the 
milke to make it sweet. 1626 Bacon Sylva § 327 They are 
ever Temperate Heats that Disgest ana Mature, a 1652 J. 
Smith Set. Disc. i. n An inward beauty, .which cannot be 
known but only then when it is digested into life and prac- 
tice. 1665 Sir T. Roes Voy. E. Ind. 360 They [musk- 
melons] are better digested there by the heat of the Sun, 
than these with us. 1700 H. Wanley in Pepys' Diary VL 
233 A love and respect for his person which time . . does di- 
gest into a habit. <21708 Beveridge Priv. Th. t. (1730) 52 
God. .having digested the Conditions to be performed by us, 
into Promises to be fulfilled by Himself, 
b. irtir. (for refit). 

1726 Leoni Albertis Archit. I- 31 We are . . not to make 
our Bricks^ of Earth fresh dug, but to dig it in the Autumn, 
and leave it to digest all Winter. 

1 9. tram. To mature (a tumour), to cause to 
suppurate; also absol. to promote healthy suppu- 
ration. Ohs. 
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2551 Turner Herbal r. (1568) B yij a, Marrysh mallowe 
soden in wyne.. maketh rype or digesteth. 1563 T. Gale 
Antidot. n. 43 It doeth digest ana maturate tumours, soio 
Markham Mast erf. 11. clxxiii. 498 The garden rue disgestetb, 
and mightily eoniforteth all inflammations. 1612 Woodall 
Surg. Mate Wks. (16531 366 The which Medicine doth 
speedily digest and suppurate a Bubo. 2767 Goqch T real. 
Wounds I.159 The contused parts in a wound must separate 
and be digested off. 

f b. intr. (for refit) To suppurate. Ohs. 

1713 Cheselben A not. iv. i. (1726) 292, 1 . .tied the artery 
alone, .and it digested off in a week’s time. 1737 Bracken 
Farriery Impr. (1756) I. 185 Try such Things as will bring 
the Matter to suppurate or digest. 1754-64 Smellie M idnvif. 
III. 295 The swelling subsided, the lacerated parts digested. 
10/ trans. To prepare by boiling or application 
of heat ; to dissolve by the aid of heat and moisture. 

1616 Surfl. & Markh. Country Farme 334 After it hath 
beene the second time digged and dunged, or marled, you 
must let it rest and digest his dung and marie. xjzqPope s 
Art of Sinking 80 Th’almighty chemist . . Digests his lighten- 
ing, and distils his rain. 1791 Hamilton BerthollePs Dyeing 
II. 11. 11. i. 48 Powdered indigo digested in alcohol gave a 
yellow tincture. 1805 C. Hatchett in Phil. Trans. XCV. 
218 Some deal saw-dust was digested with the nitric acid 
until it was completely dissolved. 1838 T. Thomson Chew. 
Org. Bodies 94 Digest the bark in alcohol, evaporate the 
alcoholic solution to dryness. 

b. intr , (for ref. .) To dissolve in gentle heat. 
2578 Lyte Dodoens in, lvi. 397 Patting the Scammonie to 
boyle, or digest in a Quince. 1599 A. M. tr. Gahelhouer's 
Bk. Pkysicke 206/1 Put then this oyle in a glasse . . Close 
the glasse verye well, and let it ther digeste, as long as 
pleaseth you. 1652 Culpepper Eng. P/iys. (1809) 382 Let 
them stand to digest twelve or fourteen days. 1799 G. 
Smith Laboratory I. 133 Afterwards set it in bal. mariae to 
digest for a fortnight. 1895 Manchester Weekly Times 
26 April Suppl. 7/4 Put your orange extract . . in some 
equally warm place, and let it ‘digest’ for at least six 
months. 

Bigestant (diidge'stant). [f. Digest v. + 
-ant a J A thing taken to promote digestion. 

2875 H. C. Wood Tkerap. (1879) 607 Digestants. In this 
class are put a few remedies which are used to aid the 
stomach in dissolving the various articles of food. 1883 
Syd. Soc. Lex.. Digestants. .such are pepsin, hydrochloric 
acid, and lactic acia. 

f Digesta-tion. rare ~ °. [f. Digest v . : see 
-ATiON.J = Digestion. 

1727 Bailey, vol. II, Digestation , a digesting, ordering 
or disposing. 

t Dige'stative, a. rare. [f. Digest : see -ive.] 
Having the power to digest ; = Digestive. 

1657 Tomlinson Renou's Disj>. 92 Made milde and tract- 
able by a digestative heat. 

Digested (didge-sted, doi-), ppl. a. [f. Digest 

v . + -ED.] 

1. Disposed in or reduced to order. 

2598 Florio, Digest o , digested, disgiested .. disposed . . 
ordred. 1622 Sparrow Bk. Com. Prayer (1661 > 36 David’s 
Psalms which are digested forms of Prayers. 1708 J. Cham- 
rerlayne St. Gt. Brit. 11. hi. x.(i743)438 The college has., 
a well digested library. 2790 Beatson Nav. g Mil. Mem. I. 
381 A most absurd, ill-digested scheme. 2836 Emerson Nat., 
Prospects Wks. (Bohn) II. 170 We learn to prefer imperfect 
theories .. which contain glimpses of truth, to digested sys- 
tems which have no one valuable suggestion. 

2. Disposed, conditioned. 

1607 Tourneur Rev. Trag. in Dodsley O. PI. IV. 309 
Conjuring me.. To seek some strange digested fellow forth 
Of ill contented nature. 1672 Sir T. Browne Lett. Friend 
§ 27 To live at the rate of the old world . . may afford no 
better digested death than a more moderate period. 

3. Of food : That has undergone the process of 
Digestion. Usually in comb, as well-digested, 
half -digested, etc. 

1611 Cotgr., Digeri, disgested, concocted, digested. 1878 
McNae Bot. iv. (1883) 96 The digested matter is . .absorbed. 

4. Matured, ripe. 

1657 Jer. Taylor Disc. Friendship (Trench), Splendid 
fires, aromatic spices, rich wines, and well-digested fruits. 
0:1734 Wodrow Analecta II. 305 The most digested and 
distinct Master of the Scriptures that ever I met with. 
1812 Chalmers Let. in Life (1851) I. 302 A more complete 
and digested acquaintance with the objects of my study. 
1861 Emerson Soc. <4 Solit ., Old Age Wks. (Bohn! III. 135 
What to the youth is only a guess or a hope, is in the 
veteran a digested statute. 
f 5 . Concocted, condensed. Ohs. 

1669 Worudge Sysf. Agric. (1681) 292 From which coagu- 
lated or digested moisture winds are usually generated 

Digestedly (didje-stedli), adv. [f. prec. + 
-LY 2 .] In a digested or well-arranged manner. 

1608 Bp. Hall Epist. Ep. Ded., We doe .. expresse our 
selues no whit lesse easily, somewhat more digestedly. 1672 
Mode's Wks. App. Author’s Life 69 (R.) Studiedly and 
digestedly to give the people the true nature of it, 2687 
H. More Answ. Psychop. (1689) 158, I having writ .. so 
digestedly and coherently . . touching this subject. 

Digester (didge-stoi, dai-). Also 7 -or. [f. 
Digest v. + -er.] He who or that which digests. 

1 1. That which distributes, disperses, or dissi- 
pates (humours). Ohs. 

1578 Lyte Dodoens l lxxiii. 109 All the Scabiouses are., 
digesters and diuiders of grosse humors. 

2. One who analyses, arranges, and reduces to 
order, a mass of information j the maker of a 
digest 

1677 Cary Chronol. 1. ir. 1. viu. 66 Varro a learned Digester 
of Antiquities, 1794 Mathias Purs. Lit (1798) 432, I 
would recommend to.. the new Digester of our Laws, not 
to be too subtle in the process. 186a Maurice Mot. 4* Met. 


Philos. IV. iv. § 44. 130 To come into direct contact with 
facts, instead of receiving them at second hand through, 
digesters and generalizes. 2885 G. W, Hemming in Law 
Q. Rev. 297 The Digester should.. revise every catch- word 
m the Reports. 

3. That which digests or promotes the digestion 
of food ; a digestive agent or organ. 

1614 W. B. Philosopher's Banquet fed. 2) 83 Galingale .. 
is a Digester of meats, a 2698 Temple (J.), Rice is. . a great 
restorer of health, and a great digester. 1731-7 Miller 
Card. Diet. (ed. 3) s.v. Viscmn , The Stomachs of these 
Birds are too powerful Digesters to suffer any Seeds to 
pass intire through the Intestines. 1744 Berkeley Siris 
§ 97 Its great virtues as a digester and deobstruent, 

b. A person or animal that digests its food (well 
or ill) ; fig. one who digests mentally. 

1713 Steele Guardian No. 60 ft The generality of 
readers must . . be allowed to be notable digesters. Ibid. 
No. 142 F 3 As great princes keep their taster, so I perceive 
you keep your digester, c 1732 Arbuthnot < J .), People that 
are bilious and fat. .are great eaters and ill digesters. 

4. A strong close vessel in which bones or other 
substances may be subjected to the action of water 
or other liquid at a temperature and pressure above 
those of the boiling point, so as to be dissolved. 

In its original form called from its inventor, Papins 
Digester. 

1681 D. Papin {title), A New Digester, or Engine for 
softening Bones. 1682 Evelyn Diary 12 Apr., I went . . to 
a supper which was all dressed, both fish and flesh, in 
Monsieur Papin’s digestors, by which the hardest bones of 
beef itself, and mutton, were made as soft as cheese. 1708 
J. Keill Anim , Secretion 122 The Jelly extracted by 
Papin’s Digester out of dry and solid Bones. 1783 Priest- 
ley in Phil. Trans. LXXIII. 415 A cast-iron vessel, which 
I could close at cne end,, like a digester. 1794-6 E Darwin 
Zoou. (1801) II. 412 A cio.se vessel, which is called Papin’s 
digester ; in which it is said water may be made red hot. 
1885 Pall Mall G. 4 May 10/2 The vessel which contained 
the explosive used at the Admiralty Offices . . was what is 
known as a digester or stock pot, such as is used in kitchens. 

b. Ail apparatus in which the carcases of beasts 
unfit for food are by the action of heat dissolved 
into their proximate elements, tallow, gelatine, 
earthy phosphates, etc. 

1874 Knight Diet. Meek. I. 702/2. 1892 Daily News 

26 Oct. 3/5 Animals and carcases should be removed in . . 
enclosed vans, the animals at once slaughtered . . and the 
carcases destroyed in a digester. 

e. An apparatus whereby substances are dis- 
solved by chemical action instead of by heat and 
pressure. 

Digestibility (did^e-'stibiditi). [f. Digestible 
+ -ity. Cf. F. digestzbilite.'] The quality of being 
digestible. 

1740 Cheyne Regimen ii. (R.), The digestibility and easy 
dissolution of it [meat] is obstructed. 1851 Frasers Mag. 
XLIII. 269 Certain fish were held in repute for their 
digestibility. 1876 Foster Phys. n. i. (1879) 277 The 
digestibility of any food is determined chiefly by mechan- 
ical conditions. 

Digestible (did^e*stib’l, dai-). Also 5-9 -able, 
[a. h. digestible ( 14 th c. in Hatz.JDarm.), ad. L. 
digestibilis, f. digest - ppl. stem of digerere to Digest.] 
1. Capable of being digested or assimilated. 
c 1386 Chaucer Prol. 437 His diete . . was of no super- 
fluitee But of greet norissyng and digestible. 1599 H« 
Buttes Dyets drie Dinner I, Of a lash and yet grosse 
substance, not very digestible. 1614 W, B. Philosopher's 
Banquet (ed. 2) 30 It is found more .. digestable. 1826 
Blaekw. Mag. XIX. 660 They can digest anything digest- 
able. 1842 A. Combe Physiol. Digestion (ed. 4) 300 Albu- 
minous aliments, .easily digestible and very nourishing. 
fig. 1651 Hobbes Leviath. 11. xix. 101 The Romans . . to 
make their Government digestible, were wont [etc.], 
fb. Able to be concocted or matured by heat. 
c 1470 Henry Wallace in. 2 In joyows Juki, quhen the 
flouris suete, Degesteable, engenered throu the heet, Baith 
erbe and froyte. 

1 2. That causes or promotes digestion (of food). 

1651 Biggs New Disp. r 295 By the vigour of the digest- 
ible, esurine, and depascent ferment, 
f 3. To be digested or prepared by the action of 
heat. Ohs. 

1477 Norton Ord. Alck. v. in Ashm, (1652) 62 Nethles 
heate of the digestible thinge, Helpeth digestion and her 
working. 

Hence X>ige‘stibleness, quality of being digest- 
ible ; Digfe-stibly adv., in a digestible form. 

1662 H. Stubbe TW. Nectar iii. 30 Its dissolving by the 
least fire . .argues its facile digestibleness. 1879 G. Meredith 
Egoist I. Prel. 3 To give us those interminable milepost 
piles of matter in essence, in chosen samples, digestibly. 
f Dige-stic, a. Ohs. rare, [irreg. f. Digest v. 
+ - 10 . J= Digestive. 

1797. Godwin Enquirer 11. vi, 244 A wise man .. would 
exercise his digestic powers. 1799 E. Du Bois Piece of 
Family Biog. II. 99 In search of one who made more use 
of his ‘ digestic powers 

Dige sting, vbl. sb. [f. Digest v. + -ing T] 
The action of the verb Digest in various senses. 

1540 Elyot Image Gov. (1556) 72 b, The concoctynge and 
digistyng of that, which the bodie receiveth. x66a Stil- 
lingfl ; Grig. Sacr. 1. v. § 5 Scaliger..hath taken so much 
pains in digesting of them. 1805 W. Saunders Min. 
Waters 359 , 1 tried to redissolve this substance .. by long 
boiling and digesting, 1823 Lamb Elia Ser. 11. Poor Rela- 
tion, After the digesting of this affront, 
b. attrib. 

1581 Mulcaster Positimu.;. (1887) 116 Exercise., 
maketh the naturall heat strong against digesting time. 
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digesting-. 

Digesting, jbpl. a. [f. as prec. -f -ING 2 .] 
That digests. 

1605 Timme Quersit . 1. vii. 32 The flower of salt . . is of 
a sharpe qualitie and much, digesting. 1799 G. Smith 
Laboratory I. 371 Give ajdigesting fire for three days. 1809 
Gregor in Phil. Trans. XC1X. 198 The process of solution 
is. .accelerated by a digesting heat. 

Hence Dige'stmgly adv. 

1885 G. Meredith Diana III. ii. 48 They rose from table 
at ten.. digestingly refreshed. 

Digestion. (didge’styan, doi~). Also a. 4-5 
digestiotm, 5 degestyon, 5 dy-. &. 6- 7 (9 dial.) 
disgestion. [a. F. digestion (13th c. in Hatz.- 
Darm.), ad. L. digestion-em , digestion, arrange- | 
xnent, n. of action f. dlgerere (pa. pple. digest-) 
to Digest.] 

; 1, The physiological process whereby the nutritive 
part of the food consumed is, in the stomach and 
intestines, rendered fit to be assimilated by the 
system. 

<71386 Chaucer Sqr.'s T. 339 The Norice of digestioun the 
sleepe. <71400 Lanfranc' s Cirurg. 169 pat pe mete mi^te 
abide in be stojmak for to make digestion. 1553 T. Wilson 
Rhet. 37 Heavinesse and care hinder digestion 1590 Spenser 
F. Q. n. ix. 31 The Kitchin Clerke^that hight Digestion, Did 
order all th* Achates in seemely wise. 1593 Shaks. Rich. IT 
1. iii. 236 Things sweet to tast, proue in digestion sowre. 
1667 Milton F. L. v. 4 His sleep Was Aerie light, from 
pure digestion bred. 1704 F. Fuller Med. Gymn. (1711) 
156, I don’t believe Digestion is perform’d by Putrefaction. 
1834 M^Murtrie Cuvier's Anim. Kingd. 279 Insects vary 
infinitely as to the form of the organs of the mouth, and 
those of digestion, i860 Emerson Cond. Life, Fate Wks. 
(Bohn) II. 312 In certain men, digestion and sex absorb the 
vital force. 1871 R. Ellis Catullus xxiu, Who can wonder? 

I n all is health, digestion, Pure and vigorous. 1878 Masque 
■Poets 47 Is it trouble of conscience or morbid digestion ? 
b. The analogous process in insectivorous plants. 
1875 Darwin Insect iv. PI. vi. 85 It becomes an interesting 
inquiry, whether they [Drosera] . . have the power of diges- 
tion. 1878 M ,- Nab Bot. iv. (18S3) 96 The insects’ .. are., 
covered with a secretion containing an acid, and a substance 
closely resembling pepsine, and a true process of digestion 
goes on similar to the digestion in the stomach of an animal. 

f c. In old Physiology. First , second , and third 
digestion : see Concoction 1 b. Also fig. Obs . 

1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. v. xxxix. (1495) 154 The 
lyuer drawyth in to his holownes the vvoos of the fyrst 
degestyon. 1614 W. B. Philosopher's Banquet (ed. 2) 22 
The act digestively is finished in the third digestion. 1614 
Up, Hall Recoil. Treat. 440 To choose the season for 
counsell . . and that season is, after the first digestion of 
sorrow. 1658-9 Burton’s Diary (1828' IV. 207 If there be 
an error. .of the first digestion, it is incurable. 

d- fig- 

<71592 Marlowe Massacre Paris 11. vi. (version in Dyee), 
Hote enough to worke Thy just degestione with extreamest 
shame. 1614 Raleigh Hist. World v. ii. § 3. 589 If no 
other state gave the Romans something to trouble their 
disgestion. 

e. Slow, easy , hard of digestion : slow, easy, 
hard to be digested. So of hard (etc.) digestion : 
cf. 4 . Also Jig. 

1533 Elyot Cast. Helthe n. xiii. (1539) 31 b, It is slowe 
of digestion. 1599 H. Buttes Dyets drie Dinner M viij b, 
.Oyster, . somewhat hard of degestion. 1653 Holcroft Pro- 
copius 11. 64 Their laws hard of disgestion, and their com- 
mands intollerable. 1699 Burnet 39 Art. Jx. (1700) 116 
A Doctrine that seems to be of hard digestion to a great 
many, a 1715 — Own Time (17 66) I. 448 These conditions 
were not of an easy digestion. 1732 Arbuthnot Rules of 
Diet 252 Flesh roasted, not so easy of Digestion as boil’d. 
1761 Hume Hist. Eng. II. xxxi. 200 These points were of 
hard digestion with the princess. 1838 Penny Cycl. X. 
343 Mucus, .is deemed both nutritious and of easy digestion. 
*863-72 Watts Diet. Ckem. II. 327 Raw flesh is generally 
regarded as more difficult of digestion than boiled or roast 
meat. 

2. The power or faculty of digesting food. 

1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. v. xlvi. (1493) 163 In 
wynter is grete appetyte and stronge degestyon. c 1430 
A Diatorie in Babees Bk. (1868) 54 Cleer eir walking 
makijr good digestioun. 1531 Elyot Gov. in. xxii, A man 
hauing due concoction and digestion as is expedient. 1589 
Nashe Anat. Absurd. 34 Our disgestion^would be better, 
if our dishes were fewer, a 1710 South in Tatler No. 205 
T 5 Every Morsel to a satisfied Hunger, is only a new 
Labour to a tired Digestion, 1846 G. E. Day tr. Simon's 
Anim. Ckem. II. 41 Indications of a morbid digestion. 
1861 Flo. Nightingale Nursing ii. 27 Weakness of diges- 
tion depends upon habits. 

3. fg. The action of digesting, or obtaining mental 
nourishment from (books, etc.). 

a 1610 Healey Epictetus' Man. lxix. (1636) 90 Effectes 
following the due disgestion of verbal! precepts. <21661 
Fuller Worthies II Iv 265 He had a great appetite to 
learning, and a quick digestion. 1839-40 W. Irving Wol- 
fed ' s R. (1855) 57 Glencoe supplied me with books, and 
I devoured them with appetite, if not digestion. 

4. The action of putting up with or bearing 
without resistance ; brooking, endurance. ? Obs. 

1653 H. Cogan tr. Pinto's Trav. iv. 9 Having received so 
hold an answer, .found it very rude, and hard of digestion. 
1760 Sterne Serrn. (1784) III. 6 The silent digestion of one 
wrong provokes a second. 

5. Ckem. f a. The operation of maturing or pre- 
paring a substance by the action of gentle heat; 
concoction, maturation, condensation, coagulation ; 
also susceptibility to this operation, and concr. the 
condition resulting from it. Obs. 

*477 Norton Ord, Alck. v. in Ashm. (1652) 61 Then of 
divers degrees and of divers digestion, Colours will arise 


towards perfection. 1563 W. Fulke Meteors {1640) 67 ! 
Brasse, la tine, and such like ..differ in digestion: the 
Copper being purest, is of best digestion. Ibid. 68 Iron . . 
also being of too extreame digestion, passing all other 
metals in hardnes. 1594 Plat Jewell-ho. x. 32 It [clay] 
should seeme to differ onely in digestion from marie. 1626 
Bacon Sylva § 327 We conceive, .that a perfect good Con- 
coction, or Disgestion, or Maturation of some Metalls, will 
produce Gold. 164s French Distill, i. (1651) 10 Digestion , 
is a concocting, or maturation of crude things by an easie, 
and gentle heat. 166 9 Worlidge Syst. Agric. (1681) 293 
Their digestion or coagulation is more in some than m 
others. 1677 Hale Prim. Orig. Man. iv. ii. 307 The latter 
[Minerals] seem to he Concretions and Digestions in the 
Bowels of the Earth. 

b. The operation of exposing a substance to the 
action of a liquid with the aid of heat, for the pur- 
pose of extracting the soluble constituents. 

1610 B. Jonson Alch. 11. iii, [I put the ingredients] in a 
Bolt’s-head nipp’d to digestion. 1660 Boyle New Exp . Phys. 
Meek. xxii. 164 In our Digestions and Distillations. 1757 
A. Cooper Distiller 1. V.J1760) 32 _ A Vessel for Digestion, 
called by chemists a pelican or circulatory Vessel. 1807 
1 '. Thomson Client, (ed. 3) II. 366 The digestion was con- 
tinued till the solution was complete. 1822 Imison^V. $ Art 
1 1. 19 When a solid substance, .is left for a certain time in a 
fluid, and the mixture is kept exposed to a slow degree of 
heat, the process is called digestion. 1868^ Royle, etc. Man. 
Mateyia Medico, (ed. 5) 10 Digestion is similar to Macera- 
tion, but the action is promoted by a heat from 90° to ioo°. 

■j* 6 . Surg. The process of maturing an nicer or 
wound; disposition to healthy suppuration. Obs. 

1676 Wiseman Ckirvrg. Treat, iri, I shewed him that 
by Digestion the remaining fleshy body . .would come away. 
1689 Moyle Sea Chymrg . 11, iv. 34 Prepare your fomenta- 
tion to help on digestion. 1748 Hartley Observ. Man 1. 
ii. 126 Lacerations are never cured without coming to 
Digestion. 1830 S. Cooper Did Pr act. Surg. (ed. 6)374 By 
the digestion of a wound or ulcer, the old Surgeons meant 
bringing it into a state, in which it formed healthy pus. 

+ 7. fg. The process of maturing (plans) by careful 
consideration and deliberation. Obs. 

1671 T emple Ess., Constit. of Empire Wks. 1731 1.86 The 
Digestion of their Counsels is made in a Senate consisting 
of Forty Counsellors. 

f 8 . The action of methodizing and reducing to 
order. Obs. 

1553 T. Wilson Rket. 106 Digestion is an ordely placyng 
of thynges, partyng every matter severally. 

■f b. The result of this process, a digested con- 
dition ; a methodical arrangement; a Digest. Ohs. 

1613 Chapman Revenge Bussy D'Ambois v, The chaos of 
eternal night (To which the whole digestion of the world Is 
now returning). 1668 Hale Pref. to Rolle's Abridgm. 7 
Every Student . . may easily Form unto himself a general 
Digestion of the Law. 1754 Farro (title), Royal Universal 
British Grammar and Vocabulary, being a digestion of the 
entire English Language into its proper parts of speech. 

Digestive: did^e’stiv, doi-), a. and sb. Also 6-7 
dis-. [a. F. digestif, -ive ( 14 th c. in Hatz.-Darm.), 
ad. L. digestizms, f, digest- ppl. stem of digerere to 
Digest : see -ive.] A. adj. 

1. Having the function of digesting food; engaged 
in or pertaining to digestion. 

c 1532 Dewes Inf rod 1 Fr. in Palsgr. 1053 The sayd vege- 
table [the soul! hath in her four vertues .. the atractyve or 
appetity ve, the retentyve, the digestyve, and expulsive. 1610 
Markham Master 1. vi. 16 The vertue disgestiue whereby 
it concocteth and disgesteth. 1725 N. Robinson Th. Physick 
253 To . . raise the digestive Powers to their natural Stan- 
dard. 1837 M. Donovan Dom. F.con. II. 23 Resting on 
a couch, until the digestive organs have recovered the 
fatigue. 1841-71 T. R. Jones Anim. Kingd. (ed. 4) 109 
The digestive cavity .. is exceedingly short, 
b. in reference to plants. 

1875 Darwin Insediv. PL xiii. 301 Experiments . . on the 
digestive power of Drosera. 1884 Bower & Scott De 
Rary's Phaner. xoo According to this digestive function 
these organs may be termed Digestive glands. 

2. Promoting or aiding digestion ; digestible. 

1528 Paynel Salome's Regim. Qij, Through the diges- 

tiue heate of the night. 1616 B. Jonson Epigr. ci, Digestive 
cheese, and fruit there sure will be. 1725 Bradley Pam. 
Did . s. v. May blossom , As to the medicinal Vertues of this 
Plant ; it . . is digestive. 1760-72 tr. Juan Ulloa’s Voy. 
(ed. 3) I. 99 These waters are very light and digestive, and 
..good to create an appetite. 1863-72 Watts Did. Ckem. 
II. 327 Digestive salt, Syn. with Chloride of Potassium. 
1881 Times 18 May 6/1 The most digestive and nutritious 
bread. 

3. Pertaining to or promoting chemical digestion. 

1651 Biggs New Disp. 1*287 Wanting its digestive ferment. 

a 1691 Boyle Hist. A ir (1692) 210 We removed the .. re- 
ceiver, and put it on the digestive furnace. 1799 De Crell 
in Phil. Trans. LXXXIX. 63 Applying only a digestive 
Warmth. 1799 G. Smith Laboratory I. 131 To submit their 
contents to a digestive heat. 

4. Promoting healthy suppuration in a wound or 
ulcer ; as digestive ointment : see B 2 . 

1 5. Characterized by bearing without resistance 
or in silence. Obs. 

1608 Heywood Sallust's Jugnrth iii, Adherbat was . . no 
souldier, of a frolicke disposition, disgistive of injuries, 
f 0. That tends to methodize and reduce to order. 
1662 Dryden Astraia Redux 89 To business ripened by 
digestive thought, His future rule is into method brought. 

B. sb. 

1. A medicine or substance promoting digestion 
of food. 

c 1386 Chaucer Nun's Pr. T. 141 A Day or two ye schul 
have digestives Of wormes, or ye take your laxatives. 1460- 
70 Bk. Quintessence 14 And so I seie of medicyns comforta- 


tyues, digestyues, laxatyues, restriktyues, and alle oj>ere. 
1612 Enckyr. Med. 97 Wee leaue our digestiues - . and pro- 
ceede to other medicines. 1700 Dryden Fables, Cock $ Fox 
189 These digestives prepare you for your purge. 1883 
in Syd. Soc. Lex., Digestives. 

2. A substance which promotes healthy suppura- 
tion in a wound or ulcer ; digestive ointment (Un- 
guentum terebinthinve composituni). 

1543 Traheron Vigo's Ckirurg. (1586) 436 In Chirurgerie 
a digestive is taken for that that prepareth the mattier to 
mundification. 1582 Hester Seer. Phiorav. 11. xi. 91 You 
shall dresse it with a disgestiue vntill it be mundified. 1643 
J. Steer tr. Exp. Ckyrurg. xv. 62, 1 applyed this following 
digestive with soft plegets upon the incisions. 1737 Bracken 
Farriery Impr. (1757) II. 240 The Wound requires a strong 
Digestive. 1767 Gooch Treat. Wounds 1. 136 Linnen cloth, 
spread with the common Digestive. 1854-67 C. A. Harris 
Did. Med. Terminal,, Digestives, in Surgery, substances 
which, when applied to a wound or ulcer, promote suppura- 
tion. 

1 3. An agent of chemical digestion. Obs. rare . 
1477 Norton Ord. Alck. v. in Ashm. {1652) 62 But our 
cheefe Digestiue [printed -ure] for our intent, Is virtuall 
heate of the matter digerent. 

Bige*stively, adv, [f. prec. + -ly 2 .] In a 
digestive manner ; in a way that promotes digestion ; 
with regard to digestion. 

1614 W. B. Philosopher's Banquet (ed. 2) 22 The act diges- 
tiuely is finished in the third digestion. 2857 W. Collins 
Dead Secret (1861) 34 Digestively considered . . even the 
fairest and youngest of us is an Apparatus. 1885 Pall Mall 
G. 6 May 4/2 Round the garden, groups pose themselves 
digestively. 

Dige'stiveness. [f. as prec. + -ness.] ^ The 
quality of being digestive or of aiding digestion. 

1727 Bailey vol. II, Digestiveness, digestive Faculty. 
1876 L. Tollemache in Fortn. Rev . Mar. 362 May not tins 
superiority. , be due . . to the extreme digestiveness of the 
St. Moritz air ? 

f !Dige*stXy, adv. Sc. Obs. Also de-. [f. 
Digest a. + -ly 2 .] Maturely, deliberately, com- 
posedly. 

1513 Douglas PEneis ix. v. 48 Alethes . . Onto thir wordis 
digestly maid ansueris. 1536 Bellenden Cron. Scot. (1821) 

I, 49 Quhen thir oratouris had sene and degeistlie considerit 
this yegioun. _ 1544 Sc. Acts Mary (1814) 449 (Jam.), My .... 
lord is of parliament sold avise degestlie quhat i s to be done 
herein. 1606 Sc. Acts fas, VI (1814) 312 (Jam.) For sindrie 
vtheris sene and proffi table caussis digestlie considerit. 

f Bige'stment. Obs. rare — 1 . [f. Digest v . 
+ -ment.] The action or process of digesting; 
methodical disposition or arrangement. 

1610 W. Folkingham Art of Survey iv. Concl. 88 Com- 
pose in computable divestment all the Tenants with their 
Tenements and Rents in particular. 

Digester, var. form of Digester. 
t Dige*story, a. and sb. Obs. [ad. L. dlges- 
tori-us, f. digest- ppl. stem of dlgergre to Digest : 
see -ory.] 

A. adj. = Digestive. 

1612 Woodall Surg. Mate Wks. (1653) 270 Digestion is 
simple maturation, whereby things uncocted in artificial 
digestory heat. .is digested. 

B. sb. A vessel or organ of digestion. 

1675 Evelyn Terra { 1729) 43 Of all Waters, that which 
descends from Heaven we find to be the richest, .as having 
been already meteorized, and circulated in that great Di- 
gestory. 1768-74 Tucker Li. Nat.i%Ssz) I. 475 The whole 
human body, together with all its viscera, yea, chylopoietic 
digestories. 

t Dige'Sture. Obs . Also 6-7 dis-. [f. L. 
digest - ppl. stem (see prec.) + -ure ; cf. gesture. J 
The process or faculty of digesting. 

1 . = Digestion i, 2. 

1565 J. Halle Hist. Expost. 21 A sanguine man is he that 
hathe a good disgesture. 1591 Harington OrL Fur. xxxu 
lviii. (1634) 254 To make him drink beyond all good disges- 
ture. 1615 Latham Falconry (1633) 41 At that time of the 
yeere, old food is more drie and hard of digesture. 1674 R. 
Godfrey Inf. <$■ Ab. Physic 128 Having contracted aDiser.se 
through catching Cold and want of Digesture, a 1700 G. 
Harvey (J.), Meals of easy digesture. 

2. The putting up with or brooking of anything 
unpleasant ; — Digestion 4 . 

_ 1566 Painter Pal. Pleas. II. 146 b, The lords . .will thincke 
it straunge, and receyve the same with ill digesture. 1606 J. 
Raynolds Dolamy's Prim. (1880)92 He already can The 
calmie lines with faire digesture brooke. 

Bigg’able (di-gab'l), a. [f. Dig v . -i- -able.] 
Capable of being digged. 

1552 Huloet, Diggahle or which may^ ^be digged, fossiUs. 

\ 1847 Craig, Diggahle, that may be digged. 

Bigger (di-gsi). [f. Dig v . + -eb..] One who 
or that which digs. 

1. One who- excavates or turns up the earth with 
a mattock, spade, or other tool; also an animal 
that turns up the earth. With adverb, as digger-up. 
c xfytpPromp. Parv. 118/1 Deluar or^ ^dyggar, fossor. 1585 

J. B. tr. Viret’s Sck. Beastes B vj, The Connies are such 
continuall diggers and scrapers,. that they, .cleave a sunder 
and make hollow the stones and rockes. 1608 Capt. J. 
Smith Let. in Virginia (1624) iii. 72 Send , . gardiners, 
fisher men, blacksmiths . . and diggers vp of trees, roots, 
well provided. 1650 R. Stapylton Sir add's Lena C. Warres 
x. 2 Prince Alexander . . sometimes visiting the Diggers, 
sometimes the Miners. 1723 Lond.Gaz. No. 6188/8 B. P. 
Gardiner, Digger, and Builder. 1751 Johnson Rambler 
No. 154 m Treasures are thrown up by the ploughman and 
the digger. 1895 Blackw. Mag. Apr. 623 The digger-up of 
primeval hones. ' 
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2 . spec. a. A miner, especially one who works 
surface or shallow deposits. 

*531-3 Act 23 Hen. VIII , c. 8 § 1 That no person or per- 
sons . . shall labour, dig, or wash any tin in any of the said 
tin workes, called Streme workes, vnlesse the saide digger, 
owner or wassher, shall make ..sufficient hatches and ties 
in the ende of their buddels and cordes [etc.]. 1570 Dee 
Math . Pref. 36 For . . Miners, Diggers for Mettalls . . any 
man may easily perceaue . . the great aide of Geometric. 
a x66x Fuller Worthies , Wales (R.>, Fresh aire.. whereby 
the candle in the mine is daily kept burning, and the diggers 
recruited constantly with a sufficiency of breath. x66x Boyle 
Style of Script. t Ep. Ded. (1675) 6 As a homely digger may 
shew a man a rich mine. 

b. esp. One who digs or searches for gold in a 
gold-field. 

1853 Valiant Let. in M c Combie Hist. Victoria xv I, (1858) 
248 It caused the diggers, .to pause in their headlong career. 
1856 Emerson Eng.^ Traits, Lit . Wks. (Bohn) II. 113 Like 
diggers in California ‘prospecting for a placer’ that will 
pay._ 1869 R. B. Smyth Goldfields Victoria 609 Digger . . 
applied formerly to jail persons who searched for gold ; and 
now generally restricted to those who seek for gold in the 
shallow alluviums. 187$ Spectator [ Melbourne) 19 June 79/2 
The rough digger of the primitive era. 

C. One of a tribe or class of N. American Indians 
who subsist chiefly on roots dug from the ground. 

1837 W. IrvingO/A Bonneville II. 209 Sometimes the Dig- 
gers aspire to nobler game, and succeed in entrapping the 
antelope. 1848 Blackut. Mag. LX IV. 132 They came upon 
a band of miserable Indians, who, from the fact of their 
subsisting chiefly on roots, are called the Diggers. 1883 
B. Harte Carquinez Woods vii. 154 note, Diggers, a local 
name for a peaceful tribe of Indians inhabiting Northern 
California, who live on roots and herbs. 

attrib. 1865 Tylor Early Hist. Man. vii. 185 The miser- 
able ‘ Digger Indians ’, of N orth America. 1875 F, Parkman 
in N. Anier, Rev. CXX. 43 The abject ‘ Digger' hordes of 
Nevada. 1882 B. Harte Flip v, Ye might do it to please 
that digger squaw. 

d. Eng. Hist. A section of the Levellers in 
1649, who adopted communistic principles as to 
the land, in accordance with which they began to 
dig and plant the commons. 

1649 [ Information , dated 16 April, in Clarke Pa. (Camd. 
Soc. 1894) II. 211 One Everard and two more . . all living att 
Cobham, came to St. George’s Hill in Surrey, and began to 
digge on that side the Hill nest to Campe Close, and sowed 
the ground with parsenipps, and carretts, and beans]. Ibid. 
215 (Dec.) To his Excellency the Lord^ Fairfax., the 
Brotherly Request of those that are called Diggers, sheweth, 
That whereas we have begun to digg upon the Commons 
for a livelihood, first, for the righteous law of Creation 
that gives the earth freely to one as well as another. Ibid. 
221 {The Diggers Song] You noble Diggers all, stand up 
now, stand up now.. The wast land to maintain, seeing 
Cavaliers by name, Your digging does disdaine, and persons 
all defame, Stand up now, Diggers all. 1650 Needham 
Case Commw. 79 There is a new Faction started up out of 
ours [Levellers], known by the name of Diggers ; who .. 
have framed a new plea for a Returne of all men ad Tuguria, 
that like the old Parthians, .and other wild Barbarians, we 
might renounce Townes and Cities, live as Rovers, and enjoy 
all in common, a 1676 Whitelocke Memorials (18531 HE 
17. 1894 C. H. Firth in Clarke Pa. II. 222 note , Three 

of the Diggers, .were brought before the Court at Kingston 
for trespass in digging upon St. George's Hill, and infring- 
ing the rights of Mr. Drake, the Lord of the Manor, 

3 . An instrument for digging, a digging tool ; 
also the digging part of a machine. Also in various 
combs, as hop-digger, potato-digger , etc. 

x686 Plot Stajfordsh. 353 They weed their Wheat . .with 
an Iron digger. 1819 G. Samouelle Entomol. Compend. 
308 The digger is best with an arrow-headed point. 1839 
Gray Lr#. (1893) t44 He presented me with a beautiful 
botanical digger of fine polished steel, with a leathern sheath. 
x86x S, Thomson Wild FI. in. (ed. 4) 155 A short ‘digger’ 
or hand 4 spud x86i Times it July, As the engine travels 
slowly forward, the digger cuts and throws up the soil behind. 

4 . A division of Hymenopterous insects, also 
called Digger-wasps. 

1847 Carpenter Zool. § 693 The Crdbronidse , Labridse, 
Bembecidee, Sphegidx, Sciolidse , Mutiluiee ..vsxzg be termed 
from their peculiar habits. .Fossores or Diggers; and they 
are commonly known as Sand and Wood- Wasps. 1871 E. F. 
Staveley Brit. Insects 203 The second division of the pre- 
dacious stinging Hymenoptera, known as Fossores, or dig • 
gers, consists of the Sand-wasps and Wood-wasps. 

5 . slang, a. A spur. b. A finger-nail. G. A 
card of the spade suit ; big-digger, the ace of spades 
(Farmer Slang). 

1789 G. Parker Life's Painter 173 s.v. (Farmer). x8xx 
Lex Balatronicum s.v. (Farmer). 1859 Matsell Vocctbu- 
hmi s.v. (Farmers. x88i N. F. Slang Diet. (Farmer), ‘I 
will fix my diggers in your dial-plate and turn it up with red/ 

6. Comb., as digger-pine, a N. American species 
of pine, Pinus sabiniana ; digger-wasp (see 
sense 4). 

1880 Libr. Univ. KnotvL IX. 1:23 The digger-wasps . . 
catch locusts . . and bury them in their nests for their newly 
hatched young. 

Big} geress (drgares). [f. Digger + -ess.] A 
female digger ; a digger’s wife. 

1864 Rogers New Rush ir. 36 I'm tired of being a dig- 
geress. 

Digging' (di'giq), vbl. sb. [f. Dig v. 4 -lira b] 

1 . The action of tne verb to Dig, in various senses ; 
an instance of this. 

XSS 2 Huloet, Dygginge and deluinge of a ground to bring 
it eftsones in temper, repastinatio. x6$i Jer. Taylor Holy 
Dying i. §2 (L.) Let us not project long designs, crafty 
plots, and diggings so deep that the intrigues of a design 
shall never be unfolded. 1663 Gerbier Counsel 25 In the 


digging of the foundations, 1725 Bradley Fant. Did . s.v. 
Veto Tree , This first digging is to be done always in March. 
1738 Labelye Short A cc. Piers Wesim. Br. 27 After the 
digging the Pit .. was finished. 1893 Law Times XCIL 
106/2 He was only paid for his digging. 

b. with an adverb. 

1573 Baret A tv. D. 687 A digging vnder, an undermining, 
snfjrossio, 1817 Cobbett Addr. Bristol Wks. XXXII. 47 
A digging and rooting up of all corruptions. 1890 Daily 
News 4 Sept. 6/4 All digging down work should be paid for 
at the rate of i d . per hour extra. 

2 . fig* The action of studying hard. U.S. 

2827-8 Harvard Reg. 312, I find my eyes in doleful^ case, 

By digging until midnight. 1873 W. Mathews Getting on 
xv. 244 Men of genius have seldom revealed to us how 
much of their fame was due to hard digging, 

3 . concr. The materials dug out. 

1559 in Boys Sandwich (1792) 737, iij laborers may carry 
his diggins away, a i6s6 Bacon Impeachm. Waste (L.), He 
shall have the seasonable loppings ; so he shall have season- 
able diggings of an open mine. 

4 . A place where digging is carried on, an exca- 
vation ; in pi. (sometimes treated as a sing.) applied 
to mines, and especially to the gold-fields of Cali- 
fornia and Australia. Also with prefixed word, as 
gold-diggings , river-diggings, surface-diggings , etc. 
Dry - or wet-diggings (see quot. 1889). 

1538 Leland I tin. I. 13 On the South side of Welleden .. 
ys a goodly quarre of Stone, wher appere great Diggyns. 
1653 Bogan Mirth C hr. Life 122 The earth.. yields a smell 
wholesome to the digger in the diggings. 17x2 I James tr. 
Le Blond’s Gardening 206 The Wall .. of one Foot thick, 
from the Bottom of the Digging, to the Level of the Ground 
above. 1769 De Foes Tour Gt. Brit. I. 39 At Norton, near 
Wulpit, King Henry VIII. was induced to dig for Gold. 
He was disappointed, but the Diggings are visible at this 
Day. 1835 0 . F. Hoffman Winter in Far West xxv. 

(Bartlett 1 Mr. . . has lately struck a lead. . We are now, 

you observe, among his diggings. 1839 Marryat Diary 
Amer. Ser. 1. II. 62 The diggings as they term the places 
where the lead is found .. were about sixteen miles distant. 
1849 Illustr. Loud. News 17 Nov. 325/x Letter from the 
Gold Diggings. 1852 Earp Gold Col. Australia 138 The 
diggings are on a creek called Araluen Creek. 1857 Borth- 
wick California 220 (Bartlett) The principal diggings near 
Haugtown were surface diggings, but, with the exception 
of river diggings, every kind of mining was seen in full 
force. 1889 Farmer Americanisms , Wet-diggings and Dry- 
diggings are terms in gold districts, for mines near rivers or 
on the higher lands as the case may be. 1890 Boldrewood 
Miner's Right vii. 71 It was a goldfield and a diggings in 
far-away Australia. 

5 . colloq. in pi. Lodgings, quarters. 

2838 J. C. Neal Charcoal Sketches II. 119 (Farmeri, I 
reckon it's about time we should go to our diggings. 2844 
Dickens Mart. Chuz. xxi. She won’t be taken with a 
cold chill when she realises what is being done in these 
diggings? 1882 Chamb. fml, 87, I returned to my dig- 
gings. 1889 J. K. Jerome Three men in Boat 187 We took 
out the hamper, .and started off to look for diggings. 

6. attrib . and Comb., as digging- machine, - spade , 
-spur, - stick ; digging-life, life at the gold-dig- 
gings. 

1719 De Foe Crusoe (1840) II. vi. 125 A digging spade. 
1859 Cornwallis New World 1 . 120 Shafts were sunk, wind- 
lasses erected, and the whole paraphernalia of digging life 
called into requisition. 1865 Lubbock Prek. Times 358 The 
digging-sticks are made of a young mangrove tree. 1874 
Knight Did. Meek . I. 702/2 Digging machine (Agric.), 
a spading-machine for loosening and turning the soil. 1875 
A. Smith New Hist. Aberdeensh. II. 1120 The next experi- 
ment was with the ‘digger' .. formed by taking the mould- 
board off the plough and putting on the digging breasts. 

+ Bigbel, ti. Forms : 1 diesel, diesol, dfsel, 
3 di5=>l. [OE. diegel, -ol (:— OTeut. *daugilo-), 
found beside diagol g.—daugolo-'), — OHG. taugal, 
tougal ( daugal , dougal ) dark, secret : cf. tougan , 
dougan concealed, secret.] Secret, obscure. 

Beowulf 2719 Hie dygel lond wari^eaS. a 1000 Be 
Domes Dsege (1876) 40 past hit ne sy dsegcufi paet p<et dihle 
was. Ibid. 135 Di^le gepancas. <2x250 Owl § Night. 2 
Ich was. .In one swipe di3ele hale. £1275 Lay. 26935 Hii 
comen in one wode. .in one dale deope, dijele bi-halues 
[£1205 digelen bihaelues]. 

Hence Di’ghelliche, digLieliclie (also dihliee, 
diljeliche, dieliche) adv., secretly ; Brg 3 s.elr.ess 
(d^elnesse, dihelness), secrecy ; also Bi*g 3 ier- 
lich a. [cf. OHG. touga?i], secret; Biglierliche 
adv., secretly. 

c 893 /Elfred Oros. it. i. § 5 JHtrh Godes diegelnessa. Ibid. 
vi. xxi, He wear '5 die^ellice cristen. ^961 /Ethelwold Rule 
St. Bend' 1885 1 134 Swa dihliee wuniende. c 1000 Ags. Gosp. 
Matt. xiii. 35 Ic bodice digelnesse. ax zoo Wintetiey Rule 
St. Benet xxv ii. (1888! 67 Hi3 scullan oft dihliee ealde 
witan . . ssendan. c 1200 Trim Coll. Horn. 10 x He secheS 
forte J ?at he open fint, and dieliche smuh^S her inne. 
c X2oo OrM in 5501 Full wel tunnderrstanndenn Ofif all 
hoc in Godess hus j?e deope dighellness. c 1205 Lay. 415 
Assaracus hit redde mid diBenliche runen. Ibid. 13539 
ForS riht faren we him to, diBelliche & stille. a 1225 St. 
Marker « 16 To understonden so derne J>ing ant so derf, of 
godes dihelnesse. c 1275 Lay. 6650 D^enliche [1205 duye- 
liche] hine bi-witie, and his name deorne. 

Dighere, obs. form of Dyer. 

Bight (dait), v. Now arch, and dial. Forms : 
1 diht-an, 2 -3 diht-en, 3-4 di^t-efn, (4 dyghte, 
di3t, dqth, 4-5 dykt, di^te), 4-6 dlghte (5 
dyte, dyth, 5-7 dite, 6 dyght), 4- dight (6- 
Sc. dicht, 8-9 north . dial, deeght, deet). Pa. t. 
1 diht9, dihtode, 2-4 dihte, di3te, 4 di3ted, 
-id, 4-5 di;t, dygt, 4- dight (6- Sc. dichtit). 


Pa. pple. 1 (se)diht, dihted, 3-4 (i)diht, 3- 
dight, (7 dighted, 6- Sc. dichtit). [OE. dihtan, 
ad, L, dicta re to dictate, compose in language, 
appoint, prescribe, order, in med.L. to write, com- 
pose a speech, letter, etc. ; see Dictate v . Parallel 
forms are OHG. dihtdn , tihton, ticton, thietdn to 
write, compose, MUG, tihten , dichten , to write, 
compose, invent, contrive, mod.G. dichten to com- 
pose verses or poetry, MLG. dichten to compose, 
institute, contrive, set (oneself), LG. dichten, digten 
to versify, invent, contrive, think out, MDu. dichten 
to compose (in writing^, contrive, institute, prepare, 
mod.Du. dichten to invent, compose, versify ; also 
Icel. dikta to compose or write in Latin, to write 
a romance, to romance, lie, Sw. dikta to feign, 
fable. Da. digte to make poems (from Ger.). The 
mutual relations of the OE., OHG., and Norse 
words are not quite clear; but the difference of 
formation between OE. dihtan :—*dihtjan , and 
OHG. tihtSn v :~*diht<]an , indicates that they are 
independent adoptions of the Latin, although the 
change of d to t shows that the word is old in 
German. The Norse word must be of later adoption : 
if it were old, the expected form would be *ddtta. 

From the senses of literary dictation and compo- 
sition in which it was originally used, this verb 
received in ME. an extraordinary sense-develop- 
ment, so as to be one of the most widely used 
words in the language. Special representatives of 
these ME. senses, survive dialectally, esp. in the 
north ; the modern literary language knows the 
pa. pple. dight, which after being nearly obsolete 
in the 18th c., has been largely taken up again 
by poets and romantic writers of the 19th c. in 
senses 10, 14. (In MHG. dichten had also a much 
greater development of meaning than in mod. 
German.)] 

I. To dictate, appoint, ordain, order, dispose of, 
deal with, treat. 

t X. trans. To dictate, give directions to, direct. 
Obs. (Only in OE.) 

rxooo Ags. Gosp. Matt, xxviii. 16 Da ferdon J>a endlufun 
leorning-cnihtas oh b° n e ixiunt, }x®r se hselynd heom dihte. 
c 1000 /Elfric Gen. xvi. 3 Abram dyde swa swa him dyhte 
Sarai. Ibid, xxxix. 23 Drihten J?£er . . dihte him hwaet he 
don sceolde. c 1000 — On O. Test, (in SweetyL S. Reader 
60) Moyses awrau.swa swa him God silf dihte on heora 
sunderspraece. 

f 2 . To appoint, ordain. Obs. 

c xooo Ags. Gosp. Luke xxu. 29 Ic eow dihte swa min feeder 
me rice dihte. <2x225 Leg. Hath. 1606 pe deore drihtin 
haueS idiht ow ba }>e blisfule crane of his icorene.^ <21300 
Cursor M. 9369 (Cott ) How ]?e fader of heuen Dight his 
dere sun to send. £1330 R. Brunne Chron. (1810) 127 pat 
Steuen to dede was dight. 1340 Ayenb. 7 He msede 
wordle an ordaynede [v.r. dijtej. X340 Hampole Fr. Consc. 
7795 Pe ioyes sere pat God has ordaynd pare and dyght. 
c 1374 Chaucer Troy ins iv. 1160 (1188) Ther as pe dom of 
Mynos wolde it dyghte. a 1400 Pistill of Susan 267, 1 am 
deolfolich dampned, apd to dep diht. c xqooApol Loll. 60 
A iuge is seid for he ditip ri^t to pe peple. 14. . E. E Mlsc. 
(Warton Club) 12 A dredefnlle payne is for me dy3te. 1558 
Will of WHlyson (Somerset Ho.), Consyderyng yt death to 
euery man is dight. [1808 Scott Marvi. 1. vi, The golden 
legend bore aright, 4 Who checks at me, to death is dight/] 

f 3 . To order, keep in order, manage, govern, 
rule. Obs. 

c 1205 Lay. 6848 Wel wes pisse londe Idiht. Ibid. 7220 He 
makede pane kalendeqpe dihteS pane mone <5 & pe ^er. Ibid. 
1020 1 pa setten heo biscopes pan folken to dihten. £1230 
Hali Meid. 7 DeS hire in to drecchunge to dihten hus & 
hinen. 1297 R. Glouc. (1724) 424 Kyng Henry & hys wyf 
. .So wel dy3te Kngelond, pat y t was wyde ytold. £1400 
St. Alexius (Laud 622) 28 Religious pat her Iijf widen di3th. 
l a 1500 Chester PI. , Balaam 4* Balak 397 A Chiide . . in 
Bethlem shall be borne, That shall be Duke to dight and 
deale, and rule the folke of Israeli, 1522 World $ Child 
in Hazl. Dodsley I. 274 Christ rose upon the third day .. 
That all shall deem and dight. 

f 4 . To deal with, treat, handle, use (in some 
manner) ; often to maltreat, abuse. Ohs. 

c 1205 Lay. 1x020 Hu he mihte dihten /Elene his dohter. 
c 1275 Ibid. 25907 pus he vs diht to-day a soueniht. ^ <21300 
Cursor M. 21447 (G 5 tt.) Sai me hu pu wile him dight, If 
pat he be dempt to pe wid right. 1303 R. Brunne HandL 
Synne 742 What mercy mayst pou aske . . Whan pou pus my 
sone hast dyghte? £*400 Lanf ranc's Cirurg. 320 pou 3 pe 
fynger ne be but a litil ly me gitt pou muste have good kun- 
nyng and good wit t for to dhjte it wel. c 1450 Miroitr 
Salnacioun 1758 Two strong© ^ongemen. . Dight Helyodore 
with thaire whippes til he als dede thare laye. 15x3 Douglas 
AEneis vi. viii. 51 How euir wes ony suffirit the so to dycht? 
1563 B. Googe Eglogs (Arb./ 115 Acteon xvofull wyght. In 
what a manner, all to torne, his cruell Dogs him dyght. 
1650 B. Discolliminuun 52, I feare also at length some or 
other will come and dight us to purpose. 

T b. spec. To have to do with sexually. Obs. 

c 1386 Chaucer Wife’s Prol. 398 A 1 my walkynge out by 
nyghte Was for tespye wenches pat he dighte. Ibid. 767 
Lete hir lecchour dighte hire al the nyght. £ X386 •— Man- 
ciple's T. 208. 1393 Langl. P. PL C. n. 27 In hus dronke- 

nesse a day hus douhtres he [Lot] dighte And lay by hem 
hope. 

1 5 . To dispose, place, put, remove. Obs. 

1297 R. Glouc. (xj2<f) 148 Cupep now 3oure my^te, How 
3e mow pis stones best to pe scliip dyjte. a 1300 Cursor M. 
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17312 (Cott.) Quy Blame 3e me . . for I a man in graf In a 

ioumb bat was myn awen? 1340 Ayenb. 210 Alle bo3tes 
ulesslicbe and wordleliche me ssel di3te uram be herte bet 
wyle god bidde. 1393 Gower Conf. III. 270 Whan he was 
to bedde dight. c 1430 Si. Cuthbert (Surtees) 6612 On be 
pament b ai it dyght. Ibid. 7138 pe thrid in tughall pai bairn 
dyght. 1535 Stewart Cron, Scot. II. 524 The deid corpis in 
tha flang; And syne kest on the muldxs on the day. The 
grene era syne, and dycht the laif away. 

t 's* fig- P ut into a specified state or condi- 
tion ; esp. in to dight to death, to put to death, kill, 
slay i^see also 2 ). 06s. 

13.. E. E. Allit. P. B. 1266 Di3ten dekenes to debe, 
dungen doun clerkkes. c 1340 Cursor M. 18043 (Trin.) fiat 
dede from deb to lif he dist. 1393 Gower Conf. II. 145 Ha, 
to what peine she is dight, 1415 Pol. Poems (Rolls) II. 125 
Thorow hem many on to deth were dyght. 1460 Ly beaus 
Disc. 1719 To dethe they wyll her dyghte, c 1470 Henry 
Wallace iv, 68 Your selff sone syne to dede that think to 
dycht. 1579-80 N orth Plutarch (1676) 13 Bold Theseus 
to cruel death him dight. 1586 J. Hooker Girald. Irel. in 
Holinsked II. 179/2 The earle would haue.. dighted the 
lord gouernour and all the garisons to greater troubles. 
1664 Floddan F. viii. 78 For unto death till we be dight 
1 promise here to take thy part. 1817 Scott Harold the 
Dauntless vi.'yi, Still in the posture as to death when dight. 

fe. With inverted construction: To cause, bring 
about, inflict (death). Ohs. 

1307 Elegy Edw. I, i, A stounde herkneth to my song, 
Of duel that Deth hath diht us newe. c 1350 Will. Palerne 
151 Hire deth was nehj di^t. <7x400 De&tr. Troy 9558 Myche 
dole is vs dight to-day. a 1450 Cot/. Myst. 265 On of 30U is 
bezy my dethe here to dyth. c 1475 Partenay 3444 Yff 
atwixst his haodis he hyra haue myght, He wold make hym 
ende, And shameuous deth dight ! 

II. To compose, construct, make, do. 

f O. To compose (with words) ; to set down in 
writing. Ohs. 

c xooa Mlfiuc Life Osioold In Sweet A. S. Reader (1879) 
102 Nu cwsep se halga Beda, Se <Sas boc gedzhte. c 1205 Lay. 
3150 He letten writen a writ & wel hit lette dihten. c 1275 
Ibid. 20669 N is hit in none boke i diht bat euere her were 
soch fiht. 6- 1425 Hampole's Psalter jVfetr. Pref. 48 Whos 
wol it write, I rede hym rygth, wryte on warly lyne be lyne, 
And make no more pen here is dygth. a 1440 Sir Degrev . 
153 A lettre has he dyght. 

f 7. To compose, put together, frame, construct, 
make. Ohs. 

a 1175 Cott. Horn. 233 He alle 3esceop, and all dihte 
wiS-ute swince. c 1200 Trin. Coll. Horn. 25 Ure fader in 
heuene feide ]pe lemes to ure licame . . and swo di3eliche 
hit al dihte, pat on elche feinge is hem onsene. c 1205 Lay. 
23532 Walles heo gunnen rihten, b a 3«eten heo gunnen 
dihten. a 1300 Cursor M. 1665 (.Cott.), A schippe be-houes 
be to dight. Ibid. 12388 (Cott.) Plogh and haru cuth he 
dight. c 1340 Ibid. 23216 (Trin.) No more .. ben peynted 
fire . . bat on a wal hi mon were di3t. c 1400 Maundev. 
{1839) vi. 70 The place . . is fulle well dyghte of Marble. 
c 1420 Pallad. on Husb. 1. 509 Nygh thi bestes dight A fire 
in colde. 1607 Schol. Disc. agst. A ntichr. 1. ii. 72 Hee dight 
himselfe a triple crowne. 

fb. To perform, do. Ohs. 

c 1205 Lay. 15513 Fulle b reo nihten heore craftes heo 
dihten. c 1460 Play Sacrum. 849 Alas y c euer thys dede 
was dyght. 1596 Spenser F. Q. v. ii. 18 Curst the hand 
which did that vengeance on him dight. 

III. To put in order, array, dress, direct, pre- 
pare, make ready, or proper. 

f 8. To put or place in order, to set in array, to 
array ; to arrange. Ohs. 

<7x205 Lay. 20563 Howel sculde dihten Jnhfi b usen d 
cnihten. Ibid. 27337 J?a bas ferde wes al idiht, b a wes hit 
dai-liht. c 1330 R. Brunne Ckron. (1810) 2 A hede, bat vs 
to werre can dight. 1375 Barbour Bruce n. 565 His men in 
by he gert be dycht. r ia 1500 Merline 1784 in Furniv. Percy 
Folio I. 477 All they can out ryde, & dighten them without 
fayle to giue Sir Vortiger battayle. [1821 Joanna Baillie 
Met. Leg., Wallace lxi, Were with their leader dight.] 

9. To equip, fit out, furnish (with what is needed). 

In later use blending with sense 10: which see as to the 

modern use of the pa.pple in romantic language. 

r 1205 Lay. 15104 iElc scip he dihte mid b re o hundred 
cni[h]ten. a 1300 Cursor M. 24807 (Edin.), Wit tresori his 
schip was diht. <7x330 R. Brunne Citron. Wace (Rolls) 617 
Do dight a schip wip sail & ore Ryght as bou a marchauna 
wore. 1460 Capgrave Ckron. 33 Nyne hundred cartis dith 
withhokis of yrun. 1470-85 Malory Arthur 11. xv, He 
entryd in to a chamhyr that was merueillously wel dyke 
and rychely. 1555 Abp. Parker Ps. Ii. 149 Wyth sacrifice 
of caffe and cow, they shall thyne aulters dyght. 1590 
Spenser F, Q. i. iv. 6 The hall.. With rich array and 
costly arras dight. 2805 Scott Last Minstr. 1. vi, Why do 
these steeds stand ready dight ? Ibid.v. xxvii, I n Sir William’s 
armour dight, Stolen by his Page, while slept the knight. 

f b. With inverse constr. : To fit (some equip- 
ment) to or upon. (Cf. 10 b.) Ohs. or arch. 

<71475 RaufCoilyar6j7 With Dosouris to the duris dicht. 
1871 P. H. Waddell Ps. xlv. 3 Dicht yer swurd ontil yer 
thie, 1 

10. To clothe, dress, array, deck, adorn (lit. and 
fig.), f To dight naked \ to undress, strip. 

In this sense the pa.pple. dight is used by Sir Walter 
Scott, and in later poetic and romantic language : it appears 
to be often taken as an archaic form of decked. 

<7X2oo Trin. Coll. Horn. 87 Clensed of fule sinnes, and 
diht mid lo 3 ksnes.se. a 1300 Cursor M. 24552 (Edin.), )>an 
nicodem. . Wit Iosep nam bat cors to diht. c 1330 King of 
Tars 848 The soudan dihte him naked anon. <7x340 Cursor 
M. 2249 (Fairf.), ]>ai dight ham in bat tide wib hors skynnys 
and camel hide. 1388 Wyclif Isa. xl. 19 A worchere in 
siluer schal dkjte it with platis of siluer. a 1450 Knt. de 
la Tour (x868) 69 The thinge that she dite so her selff with. 
1530 Palsgr. 516/1 A foule woman rychly dyght serneth 
fayre by candell lyght. 1579 Spenser Skeph. Cal. Jan. 22 
Thy sommer prowde with Daffadillies dight. 1596 — F. Q. 


iv, x. 38 Damzels in soft linnen dight. 2600 Holland Livy 
n. vi. 48 Dight [decoratus] in our roiall ensignes and orna- 
ments. 2632 Milton Id Allegro 62 The clouds in thousand 
liveries dight. 1632 — Penseroso 159 Storied windows richly 
dight Casting a dim religious light. 2632 Massinger & 
Field Fatal Dowry iv. i, To see a young, fair, handsome 
beauty unhandsomely dighted and incongruently accoutred. 
1663 Butler Hud. 1. iii. 928 Just so the proud insulting 
Lass Array’d and dighted Hudibras. 2808 Scott Marm. 
vi. Introd. iii, But, O ! what maskers richly dight, 18x7 
Wordsw. Vernal Ode i, All the fields with freshest green 
were dight. a 2845 Barham Ingot Leg., Wedding-day, 
There stand the village maids dight in white. 2887 Bowen 
Virg. FEneid 111. 517 Orion, in golden panoply dight. 

b. With inverse constr. : To put on (armour, 
apparel, etc.). (A Spenserian use.) 

1590 Spenser F. Q. i. vii. 8 Ere he could his armour on 
him dight. 1590 — Muiopotmos 91 His shinie wings .. he 
did about him dight. 1591 — M. Hubberd 1279 Tho on 
his head his dreadfull hat he dight. 1654 Gayton Pleas. 
Dotes n. vi. 59 She straightway dight her robes. 

to. To dress (a wound) ; to attend to as a 
surgeon or £ leech Ohs. 

<7x340 Cursor M. 14064 < Fairf.), Ho hir oynement me bo}t 
& di^C bar-wib my fote & shank. 1464 Mann. 4* Bouseh. 
Exp. 246 To Watkyn the Kynggys horseleche, ffor dytynge 
my masterys horsses iij.s. iiij.d. 1467 Ibid. 423 My wyffe 
payd to a schorgon, fore dytenge of heme wane he was 
horte, xij.d. <r 1500 Spir. Remedies in Halliwell Nugae 
Poet. 64 My . . woundys . . bene . . depe . . Her ^smertyng 
wylle nat suffre me to slepe, Tylle a leche with dewte 
have theme dyght. 1533 Bellenden Livy 11. (1822) 136 
He deceissit sone eftir that his wound wes dicht. 
d. ironically. To dirty, befoul, dial. 

1632 Marmion Holland's Leaguer 1. ii, Straight we shall 
fall Into a lake that will foully dight us. 1674 Ray N. C. 
Words 14 To Dight : Cheshire to foule or dirty one. 1869 
Lonsdale Gloss., Deet , to dirty. 1877 W. Line. Gloss. 
s.v., Thy ban’s is strange an’ dighted up wi’ dirt. 

J* 11. To make ready, get ready (a person): 
chiefly ref., to make oneself ready, prepare, set, or 
address oneself (to do something). Ohs. 

c 1205 Lay. 12429 SeoSSe heo heom dihten to bi-witen b a 
dich mid cnihten. a 1300 Cursor M. 11179 (Cottd, loseph 
dight him for to ga To bethleem. 1375 Can tic. de Creatione 
in Anglia I. 303 etc., Eue di^te here to childyng. <71400 
Destr. Troy 8636 The dethe of bat Duke he dight hym to 
venge. c 1425 Seven Sag. (P.) 289 Lat dyght messangers xave 
Aftir hym for to fare, a 1550 Christis Kirke Gr. ii, To dans 
thir damysellis thame dicht. ? 1591 C’tess Pembroke Dole- 
full Lay Clorinda 105 in Spenser Astroph Full many other 
moe . . ’Gan dight themselves t’ express their inward woe 
With doleful lays. 1596 Spenser F. Q. vi. ii. x8 He. . straight 
bids him dight Himself to yeeld his Love. 

f 12. ref . To direct oneself or one’s way ; to 
make one’s way, repair, go. Ohs. 

a 1300 Cursor M. 1055 1 (Gott.), Quen bis angel away was 
diht, Tua men b er cam were clad in quiht. c 1330 R. 
Brunne Ckron. (1810) 1x3 Siben [he] dight him to Scotland. 
<7x386 Chaucer Monk's Prol. 26 And out at dore anon 
I moot me dighte. 1430 Lydg. Chron. Troy iv. xxix, To- 
warde Troye your way was not dyght. c X450 St. Cuthbert 
(Surtees) 788 To b« currok b a i bairn dyght. 1596 Spenser 
F. Q. iv. i. x6 They both uprose and to their waies them 
dight. Ibid, v, iv. 43 She fiercely towards him her self gan 
dight. 

f 13. trans. To direct, address, proffer, offer. 
Ohs rare . 

a 1300 Cursor M. 13990 (Cott.) Ful fair seruis symon him 
dight, Als was to suilk a lauerding right. 1393 Gower 
Conf. II. 173 Goddes..To whom ful great honour they 
dighten. 1568 T. Howell Arb. Anutie (1879) 46 Hir 
wylling helpe she dightes. 

14. To prepare, make ready for use or for a 
purpose ; a. in general sense. (Revived in poetic 
and romantic use.) 

ax 325 Prose Psalter Song of Simeon, For myn e3en 
se^en byn helbe, pe which bou dieted to-fore pe face of alle 
folkes. <7x340 Cursor M. 13767 (Fairf.), per-m was angels 
wont to ligt and b at ilk water di3t. <7x400 Rom. Rose 4240 
A nyght His instrumentis wolde he dight, For to blowe 
& make sowne. c 1420 Pallad. on Husb. 1. 1123 Grounden 
sheiks dight With flour of lyme. <7 1440 Promp . Parv. 
123/2 Dyhtyn’, paro, preparo. 1476 Plumpton Corr. 36 
As for the cloth of my ladies, Hen. Cloughe putt it to a 
shereman to dight. _ 1520 Lane. Wills II. xx My yarne y* 
is sponne, to dyght it and make in cloth. 1590 Spenser 
F. Q. n. xi. 2 Alma, .to her guestes doth bounteous banket 
dight. 1596 Dalrymple tr. Leslie's Hist. Scot. 1. 94 Thay 
take the hail meklewame of ane slain ox, thay turne ami 
dicht it, thay fill it partlie with water partlie with flesche. 
1609 Skene Reg. Maj. 127 And gif they dicht, or prepair 
the flesh not well, they sail restore the skaith to the awner 
of the beast. 16x3 Beaum. & Fl. Coxcomb iv. iii, Have a 
care you dight things handsomely. 1821 Joanna Baillie 
Met. Leg., Elder Tree xxv. To dight him for earth or 
heaven. 1871 B. Taylor Faust (1875) II. v. i. 272 Haste 
and let the meal be dighted ’Neath the garden’s blooming 
trees. 1887 Morris Odyss. iv. 768 This Queen of the many 
wooers dights the wedding for us then. 

In specific senses ; tb* To prepare, make ready 
(food, a meal); to cook; to prepare or mix (a 
potion or medicine). Ohs. 

<21300 Cursor M. 24398 (Cott.) pai did him dight a bitter 
d rink, . . of gall of aissil graid. c 1320 R. Brunne Medit. 49 
pe soper was dyxt as y herd sey. c 2400 M aundev. (Roxb.) 
xiv. 64 For b a i h a f« lytill wode, b a i flight b a ! re mete 
with dung of bestez dried at be sonne. X4.. Noble Bk. 
Cookry (Napier 1882) 96 To dight a pik in sauce. X459 
Corpus Christi Coll. Contract in Willis & Clark Cambridge 
(1886) I. 259 His mete to be dyght in the kechyn at there 
costis. 1483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 68/1 She slewe a paske 
lambe . .and dighted and sette it to fore hym. 2535 Cover- 
dale Gen. xxv. 29 And Jacob dight a meace of meate. — 
x Esdras i. 12 As for the thank offeringes & the other, they 


flight them in kettels & pottes. 1561 Hollybush Horn. 
Apoth. 20 Chap it smal and dight it lyke a thycke potage. 
ax$6g Kingesmyll Godly Advise (1580)2 The fine cooke 
men dight the rude morsell with some conceite of their 
cunning.^ 1721 Kelly Sc. Prov. 12 (Jam.) A friend’s dinner 
is soon dight. 

c. To repair, put to rights, put in order (what 
is out of order). Now dial. 

a 1300 Cursor M. 19755 (Cott.) * Rise he said, * bj bedd 
bou dight \ <7 1450 St. Cuthbert (Surtees) 2570 With in thre 
days all hale dyght. 1580 Vestry Bks . (Surtees) 121 Item 
paid to Thomas Sim for dighting the leads, yiijd. [2877 
A r . W. Line. Gloss.. Dight up, to repair, put in order. ‘I 
mun hev these yates an’ stowps dighted up afore th’ steward 
comes’.] 

d. To polish or burnish up so as to fit for use ; 
to cleanse from rust, or the like. Obs. or dial. 

a 1400 Chaucer Rom. Rose 941 Arowis . . shaven wel and 
flight, c 1500 Debate Carp. Tools , Halliwell Nugae Poet. 
15, I schalle rube, with all my myght, My mayster tolys for 
to dyght. 15x3 Douglas FEneis viii. vii. 133 Ane part 
polyst, burny st weill and dycht. 1532-33 Christ's Coll. A udit- 
Bk, in Willis & Clark Cambridge (1886) II, 206 Item payd 
..fordyghtyng the egle and candyllstykkes x d . 1535 Cover- 
dale Baruch vi. 22 Except© some body dight off their rust, 
they wil geue no shyne. _ 1536 Bellenden Cron. Scot (1821) 
I. Proheme p. xii, And dois the saule fra all corruption dicht. 
a 1605 Montgomerie Misc. Poems xli. 34 All curageous 
knichtis Again is the day dichtis ’Hie breist plate that bright 
is To feght with thair fone. 2674-91 Ray N. C. Words 140 
ToDeeght, Extergere, mundare. <<1774 F ergusson Poems 
(1789) II. 69 (Jam. 1, Wi mason’s chissel dichted neat. 2825- 
80 Jamieson s. v., The act of smoothing a piece of wood by 
means of a plane is called ‘ dichting a deal 

e. To winnow, so as to separate the clean com 
from the chaff and other refuse. Sc. and north, dial. 

<7x5xx Chapman Iliad v. 498 And as, in sacred floors of 
barns, upon corn-winnowers "flies The chaff, driven with an 
opposite wind, when yellow Ceres dites. x6x8 — Hesiod 11, 
343 To dight the sacred gift of Ceres’ hand, In some place 
windy, on a well-plan ’d floor. . 1619 Naworth Housed. Bks. 
91 For threshing and dighting v bushells and a peck of 
wheat. 1786 Burns Addr. UncoGuid, heading, The cleanest 
corn that e’er was dight May hae some pyles o’ caff in. 
x8ox Jo. Hogg Poems 104 (Jam.' That it was lawful, just, 
an’ right Wi’ windasses folk’s corn to dight. 1808 R, 
Anderson Cumberld. Ball. 72 I’ll ax his wark, an muck 
the byres, Or deet, an thresh the cworn. x8x6 Scott Old 
Mort. vii, A new-fangled machine for dighting the corn frae 
the chaff. 1878 Cumbld. Gloss. Deet , deeght, to winnow or 
dress corn. Mod. Sc. (Roxb.j Dichtin’ in the barn wi’ the 
windasses is a dusty job. 

f. To wipe clean or dry. Sc. and north Eng. 
dial . 

2681 Colvil Whigs SuppHc, (1751) X20 With his hanker- 
chief he dights off Tears from his eyes. 1724 Ramsay Tea-t. 
Misc. (1733) I. 8 He dighted his gab, and he pri’d her mou’. 
2728 — Anacreontic on Love 21, I ,. Dighted_his face, his 
handies thow’d, a 3803 Douglas Trag . viii. in Child Bal- 
lads (1882) 1. ioi/i She’s taen out her handkerchief, ..And 
aye she dighted her father’s bloody wounds. x8x6 Scott. 
Old Mort. xl, Morton, .underwent a rebuke for not ‘ dight- 
ing his shune 1830 Galt Lawrie T. vii. iii. (18491 327 She 
may dight her neb and flee up. 1878 Cumbld. Gloss., Deet , 
deeght , to wipe or make clean. 2892 Northumhld, Gloss. 
Mod. Sc. Dicht the table before you set anything on it. 
Take a cloth and dicht it up. 

To 4 dress 5 in husbandry (vines, land, etc.); 
to cultivate, till, or attend to (plants, crops, etc.). 

<7x400 Maundev. (Roxb.) xxii. 103 ]?e whilk telez be land 
and dightez vynes. c X420 Pallad. on Husb. n. 8x Yf the 
vyne is dight with mannes bond, 2496 Dives 4- Panp. (W. 
de W.) iii. xiv. 149/2 Yf corn or grasse be in the feide & 
sholde be lorne but k were dyght & gadred, it is lefull in 
the holy dayes to saue it. 1532 Hervet Xenophon's Housed 
(1768) 78 The ground that is well tylled and dyght, wyll 
coste moche more money. 2567 Maplet Gr, Forest 46 It 

S roweth in waterie places and those softlye dighted and 
anked about. 

*H16. To lift, raise. (An erroneous use by 
Spenser.) 

2590 Spenser F. Q. l viii. x8 With which his hideous club 
aloft he dights. 

Hence t Bight, dighted, ffl. a. Ohs. 

2422 tr. Secreta Secret. , Priv. Priv. 265 Put ber ynne 
of be forsayd dightyd hony thre < Rotes. 2535 Cover- 
dale Jer. xxxvii. 21 To be geuen him a cake of bred, and 
els no dighte meate. 1569 Wills 4* Inv. N. C. (Surtees 
2835) 310 Eight dight calffe skinnes v s . 

Bight, sb. dial. In Sc. dicht. [f. Bight vi] 
A wipe, a rub in order to clean or dry : see 
Bight v. 

2887 in Donaldson Suppl. Jamieson. 2889 J. M. Barrie 
Window in Thrums iii, ‘ For mercy’s sake, mother said 
Leeby, ‘ gie yer face a dicht, an’ put on a clean mutch 
b. (See quot.) 

2890 Glouc. Gloss., Dight, ‘ a dight of a body’, a proud 
thing: of a woman. 

t Bight, adv. Ohs. rare. Properly, fitly. 
a 1800 Lord Randal 66 (Child Ballads 1864 II . 25) The 
birdie sat on the crap o’ a tree, And I wat it sang fu’ flight. 

Brighter (dortai). Ohs. exc. dial. [OE. diht ere, 
f. dintan to dictate, etc. : see Bight. Corresp. to 
MHG. lihtmre , tikter, writer, poet, Ger. dicht er 
poet.] One who dights, in various senses of the 
verb : a. A composer, author, director, ruler, pre- 
parer ; a winnower, b. A winnowing machine. 

a 2000 St. Gutklac Prol. (Goodw. 4) Ic write swa me 35 a 
dihteras saedon 8e his lif..cu 3 on. c 2000 vElfric Gloss, in 
Wr.-Wulcker 140/21 Commentator, expositor , dihtere. ^ 2340 
Ayenb. 100 Efterward zebbe b^t he ys uader, he is dihtere 
and gouernour and porueyour to his mayn<£. c 1537 Thersytes 
in Hazl. Dodsley I. 422 David Doughty, dighter of dates. 


DIGHTIKG. 

1598 Fi.ORto, Pnst afore, a prouider, a dighter, a vsurer. 
ci6ii Chapman Iliad v. 499 The chaff .. Which all the 
cliters’ feet, legs, arras, their heads and shoulders whites. 
1805 A. Scott Poems, Dight mg <0/ Barley 69 tjarn.) The 
floating atoms did appear, To dab the dighters over. 189a 
Nor thumb Id. Gloss,, Dighter, a winnower of corn. Also a 
winnowing machine. 

Sighting (dai tig), vbl. sb . [f. Dight 27 .] 

1. The action of the verb Dight, in various 
senses; putting in order, arraying, dressing, pre- 
paring, repairing ; winnowing (of corn) ; wiping. 

1340 Ayenb. 24 ]>e d 13 tinge of his house. Ibid. 47 Levedi 
of uaire distinge. c 1410 Love Bouavent. Mirr. xv. {Gibbs 
MS.) 38 here is no bodyly mete so lykynge to me as hat is 
of hyre dyghtynge. 1450 Churchw, A cc. Walberswick, Suf- 
folk {Nichols 1797) 288 For dltyng of the belles. 1438 
Churchw. Ace. St. Andrew's, East Cheap in Brit. Mag. 
XXXI. 249 Item, pried to a laborer for dightyng of the 
Churchawe, iij' 1 . 1464 Mann. $ Houselt. Exp. Eng. 274 
To Wyllyam Hore for dytynge of a gowne of my lady is, 
xxtij.d. iS 3 S Coveroale Ezek. xxi. 11 He hath put his 
swearde to y<* digh tinge. 1567 Maplet Gr. Forest Introd., 
Things., of Natures tempering and dighting. 1611 Florio, 
AccSncio , a dighting, a making fit or readie. a 1774 Fer- 
GU&sm Farmer's Ingle Poems (1845) 35 When, .lusty lassies 
at the dightin tire. 

2. concr. (pi) •f a. That with which something 
is dighted ; fittings. Oh. b. The winnowings or 
siftings of corn ; refuse in general, dial. 

1398 Florio, Corredi , ornaments, equipage. .furnitures, or 
dightings. 1768 Ross Heleuore 35 Had my father sought 
the warld round, Till he the very dightings o't had found, 
1808 Jamieson s.v., i. Refuse, of whatever kind. 2. The 
refuse of corn, after sifting, given to horses or cattle. 

t Di'glitly, a dv. Ohs. [f. Dight ppl. a. + -ly 2 ] 
In a well-equipped manner, fitly. 

c 1633 T. Adams Pract.Wks, (1861) I. 27 (D.) Grounds full 
stocked, houses dightly furnished, purses richly stuffed. 
Digit (di'dgit), sb. [ad. L. digit-us finger.] 

1. One of the five terminal divisions of the hand 
or foot ; a finger or toe. a. In ordinary language, 
a finger. Now only humorous or affected . 

1644 Buliver Chirol. A iij b, Where every Digit dictates 
and doth reach Unto our sense a mouth-excelling speech. 
1677 W. Hubbard Narrative ^Poster, io They had dis- 
membred one hand of all its digits. 2864 Sala in Daily 
Tel. 21 Nov,, Why should they spoil their pretty digits with 
thimble and housewife? 

b. Zool. and Comp. Anat. (The proper term.) 
1802 Med. Jrnl VIIL 2S3 We find among reptiles, all the 
combinations of digits, from five to one, taken between two 
pairs of hands or claws. 1834 Owen Skeleton in Circ. Sc,, 
Organ, Nat, I. 229 In the marine chelonia the digits of both 
limbs are elongated. 2870 Rolleston A nim. Life 17 In 
the foot the fifth or outer digit is never present. 2882 
Mi v art Cat 285 The special organ of touch is the skin, 
above all the skin of the muzzle, tongue, and digits. 

2. The breadth of a finger used as a measure ; 
a finger’s breadth, three-quarters of an inch. Some- 
times used as-»au inch. 

The Roman digitus was & of the foot (pes) =0728 of an 
inch, or 28*5 millimeters. 

a 1633 Austin Medit. (1635) 108 The Inch (or digit,) the 
Palme, the Foote . . are (all) Measures, which wee carry in 
our Bodie. 1635 N, Carpenter Geog. Del. 1. viii. 195 A cubit 
contains, according to Heron, a Foot and halfe, or 24 Digits. 
2649 G.Daniel Trinarch., H en. ccliy'Tis. .far re beyond 
our Skill To measure out by Digits, Harrie’s fame. 1669 
Boyle Contn. New. Exp. 11. (16821 5 When .. the Mercury 
in^ the Tube . . descends to the height of 29 Digits (l take 
Digits for Inches throughout all this Tract). 1807 Robinson 
Archxol. Gr&ca in. xx. 321 A certain round plate three or 
four digits (or between two and three inches) thick. 2864 
H. Spencer Illustr. Unix. Progr. 161 The Egyptian cubit 
• .was divided into digits, which were finger-breadths. 

3. Arith. Each of the numerals below ten (ori- 
ginally counted on the fingers), expressed in the 
Arabic notation by one figure ; any of the nine, or 
(including the cipher, o) ten A rabic figures. 

[2398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. xix. cxxiii. (1495) 923 Eche 
symple nombre byneth ten is Digitus : and ten is the fyrst 
Arciculus.] c 1423 Craft Nombrynge(K, E. T. S.) 3 pere ben 
thre spices of nombur. Oone is a digit, Ano}>er is an Articul, 
'Sc Jrejoj>er a Composyt. 2342 Records Gr. Arles (1575' 53 
A Digit is any number vnder ro. 1646 Sir T. Browne 
Pseud. Ep. iv. iv. 286 On the left [hand] they accounted their 
digits and articulate numbers unto an hundred, on the right 
hand hundreds & thousands. 2674 Jeake Arith. (1696)5 
Integers are . . divided into Digits, Articles, and mixt num- 
bers. .1788 Priestley Lect. Hist. v. xxxvi. 264 The nine 
digits In Arithnaetic. 2827 Hutton Course Math. L 4 The 
Numbers in Arithmetic are expressed by the. .ten digits, or 
Arabic numeral figures. 1893 Sir R. Ball Story of Sun 56 
The seven . . may be in error by one or even two digits. 

aitrib. 2613 Jackson Creed 1. 91 Three from foure, or 
one digite number from the next vnto it. 

4. Astron. The twelfth part of the diameter of 
the sun or moon ; used in expressing the magnitude 
of an eclipse. 

159* N ashe Prognostication, Wheras the Sun is darkned 
But by digits, and that vpon y-“ south points. 2687 Dryden 
Hind Sf P. n. 609 We. .Gan calculate how long th ? eclipse 
endur’d, Who interpos’d, what digits were obscur'd. 1706 
Hearne Collect. 2 May, Ye Sun.. was darkned 10 digits £, 
2834 Moseley Astron. xlv. (ed. 4) 147 The usual method., 
is to divide the whole" diameter of the disc into twelve equal 
parts called digits. 2879 Proctor Rough Ways (1880) 9 
The ring was about a digit in breadth. 

f 5. Geom. A degree of a circle, or of angular 
measure. Obs. rare. 

^ 1633 Gataker Find. Anno/. Jer. 35 By their Calculation 
It was but eleven digits, and one fourth, which I conceiv to 
be fifteen minutes, .a digit consisting of sixty minutes. 
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fDrgit, v. Obs. rare . [f. prec. sb. : cf. L. 
digit 0 momtrare to point out with the finger.] 
trans. To point at with the finger; to point out, 
indicate. 

2627-77 Feltham Resolves 1. xxviii. 48, I shall never care 
to be digited, with a That is he. 1708 Brit. Apollo No. 107. 
2/2 A most Pathetic Emblem this, To Digit out the Surest 
Bliss. 

Digital (di-d^ital), a. and sb. [ad. L. digitalis 
of or belonging to the finger, f. digit-us a finger, 
Digit. Cf. F. digital (1545 in Hatz.-Darm.)] 

A. adj. 1. Of or pertaining to a finger, or to 
the fingers or digits. 

1636 Blount Glossogr Digital, pertaining to a finger- 
2783 Anat. Dialy. (ed. 2) 285 At the ends of the fingers 
these digital arteries, . unite. 2802-23 Svp. Smith Ess. (ed. 
Beeton) 77 Here are 260 hours employed in the mere digital 
process of turning over leaves 1 1840 G. Ellis Anat , 410 
The digital nerves of the superficial branch of the ulnar are 
two. 1874 A thenseum 30 May, A lady, with an unparalleled 
degree of digital dexterity. 

2, Resembling a digit or finger or the hollow im- 
pression made by one: applied in A nat. to various 
parts or organs. 

Digital cavity, the posterior corner of the lateral ventricle 
of the brain. Digital fossa, a pit-like depression on the 
thigh-bone, where five muscles are inserted : seequot. 1855. 
Digital impressions : see quot. 1883. 

2832 R. Knox Cloquet's Anat. 428 The Digital Cavity or 
Posterior Horn is entirely lined by medullary substance. 
1833 Holden Hum. Osteal. (1878) 195 Behind the neck of 
the femur, and beneath the projecting angle of the trochanter 
major, is a deep excavation called the digital fossa. 2883 
Syd. Soc. Lex., Digital^ impressions, the grooves on the 
inner surface of the cranial bones which correspond to the 
convolutions of the brain ; so called from their shape. 

3. Having digits ; hence digital-footed. 

1833 Sir C. Bell Hand (1834) 98 There are some very rare 
instances of a horse having digital extremities. 1887 Sir S, 
Ferguson Ogham Inscript. 148 The digital feet unite these 
.. examples with other symbolisms . . Here also are found 
digital-footed equine figures. 

B. sb. f 1- = Digit sb. 3 . Obs. 

C1430 Art Nombrynge (E. E. T. S.) 1 Another digitalle 
is a nombre with-in 10. 

2. A finger {humorous). 

2840 Fraser's Mag. XXI. 160 To fling his broad plebeian 
paws and right cannie digitals around Sir Robert Peel 
2840 Ibid. XXII. 397 Hundreds of thousands vanish at the 
touch of royal digitals. 1838 Lytton What will he do iv. 
ix. Who wear.. paste rings upon unwashed digitals. 

3. A key played with the finger in a musical in- 
strument, as a piano or organ. 

1878 W. H. Stone Sci. Basis Music v. 62 Colin Brown’s 
Natural Fingerboard. .The digitals consist of three separate 
sets , . The first, second, fourth, and fifth tones of the scale 
are played by the white digitals. 

Digitadia, Chem . : see Digitalis. 

Digit alic (did^itsedik), a. [£. Digital-is + 
- 10 .] Of or pertaining to digitalis; in digitalle 
acid, an acid obtained from the leaves of the fox- 
glove, crystallizing in white acicular prisms. 

2838 Hogg Veg. Kingd. cxlv. 566 M. Morin, of Geneva, 
has also discovered in the leaves [of the Fox-glove] two 
acids; one fixed, which he calls digitalic acid, the other 
volatile, and called antirrhinic acid. 1863-72 Watts Did. 
Chem. II. 328 Digitalic acid crystallises in needles. 

Digit aliform (-tse-lifpjm), a. Bot. [f. L. 
digitalis (see below) + -form.] Of the form of the 
corolla of the fox-glove, * like campanulate, but 
longer and irregular \ 

1859 C. Dresser Rudim. Bot. 313 Digitaliform . . when a 
corolla which is somewhat campanulate is contracted near 
the baseband has one oblique limb. 2883 Syd. Soc. Lex. x 
Digitaliform, finger- or glove-shaped. 

Digitalin (di-dgitalm). them. [f. Digital-is 
+ -IN.] The substance or substances extracted from 
the leaves of the fox-glove, as its active principle. 

Originally supposed to be an alkaloid, and hence named 
digit alia, digit aline, but now known not to contain nitro- 
gen.. There is reason to think, however, that different bodies 
are included under the name. 

1837 Penny Cy cl. VIIL 496/1 An extractive substance. , 
to which the name of Digitaline has been given. [Ibid. 495 
Digitalia, a vegetable alkali procured from the . . foxglove. 
2838 T. Thomson Chem. Org. Bodies 283 Digitalina has 
not yet been obtained in an isolated state.] 2872 Watts 
Diet. Chem. VI. ^45 The more soluble (so-called German) 
digitalin is obtained from the seeds, the less soluble or 
crystallised variety from the leaves of the foxglove. 2875 
H. C. W00D Therap. (1879) 134 Crystallizable digitalin 
occurs in. .needle-shaped crystals, and possesses an intense 
and persistent bitter taste. 2881 Standard 30 Dec. 2/5 He 
asked for five grains of pure digitalin, the active principle 
of foxglove. 

Hence Digitalinic (-li’nik) a., in Digitalinic 
acid, ‘ an acid obtained by boiling insoluble digi- 
talin with soda * {Syd. Soc. Lexi). 

II Digitalis (didsit^-lis). [mod.L., from L. 
digitalis of or pertaining to the fingers; the plant 
was so named by Fuchs 1542 , in allusion to the 
German name Fingerhut , i.e. thimble.] 

1. Bot. A genus of plants of the N.O. Scrophu- 
lariacece, including the foxglove {D. purpurea). 

[1568 Turner Herbal in. 16 It is named of some in Latine, 
Digitalis.] 2664 Evelyn Kal. Hart. {1729) 200 Sow divers 
Annuals, .as double Marigold, Digitalis, Delphinium. 2791 
E. Darwin Bot. Gard. (1799) II. 208 Assumes bright Digi- 
talis’ dress’ and air. 


DIGITATO-. 

aiirib. 1883 Syd, Soc.^ Lex. s. v. Digitalis tinctura, 
Five parts of pounded digitalis leaves. 

2. A medicine prepared from the fox-glove. 

1799 Med. jfrnl. I. 57 A frequent cause of the failure of 
digitalis may be attributed to the careless mode of preparing 
it for use. 1800 Ibid. IV. 532 He has taken the tincture of 
Digitalis. 1837 Pemiy Cycl. VIII. 496 1 igitalis has the 
power of" reducing in a remarkable degree the heart's action. 

Digitally (drd^itali), adv. [f. Digital a. +• 
-L Y z . J By means of or with respect to the fingers. 

1832 Fraser's Mag. V. 432 The present paper . . is not by 
the same hand that indited the other. We have had nothing 
to do, digitally speaking, with either. 2845 Ford Hand- 
bk. Spain 83 The ancient contemptuous 4 fig of Spain ’ . . is 
digitally represented by inserting the head of the thumb 
between the fore and middle fingers, 

t Bi'gitary, Ohs. [f. JL. digit-us Digit : sea 
-ARY.] Of or pertaining to the fingers. 

1767 A. Campbell Lexiph. (1774) 38 A pruriginous. .erup- 
tion of pustules in the digitary interstices. 

Digitate (drdgit^t), a. {sb.) [ad. L. digitdt-us 
having fingers or toes, f. digit-us finger.] 

1. Zool. Of quadrupeds : Having separate or 
divided digits or toes. 

1661 Lovell Hist. Anim. 4- Min. Introd., Solipeds and 
bisulcs usually being greater than the digitate. 1833-6 Todd 
Cycl. Anat. I. 470/2 The characters of the Carnivora as dis- 
tinct from the rest of the digitate animals. 

2. Divided into parts resembling fingers : spec. 
a. Bot. Of kaves, etc. : Having deep radiating 
divisions; now usually applied to compound leaves 
consisting of a number of leaflets all springing front 
one point, as in the horse-chestnut. (Hence in 
Comb , as digitate-pinnate) b. Zool. Having, or 
consisting of, finger-like processes or divisions. 

1788 J. Lee Introd. Bot . m. vi. red. 4) 201 The Folioles of 
which the digitate Leaf consists. 1828 Stark Elevi. Nat. 
Hist , II. 373 Wings, .cleft or digitate. 1870 Hooker Stud. 
Flora 423 Spikes digitate, spikelets minute—-Cynodon. 2880 
Gray Struct. Bot. ill § 4. 201 Palmate or Digitate Leaves., 
in which the leaflets all stand on the summit of the petiole, 
t B. as sb. A digitate quadruped (see A. 1 ). Obs. 
1661 Lovell Hist. Anim. <$* Min. Introd., Oviparous digi- 
tates, having diverse toes, and bringing forth eggs. 

Digitate (di’dgit^t), v. [f. L. digit-us + -ate 3; 
cf. Digit v.] 

+ 1 . trans. To point at with the finger ; fig. to 
point out, indicate. Obs. rare. 

1658 J. Robinson Eudoxa viii. 46 The supine resting on 
Water onely by retention of Air. .doth digitate a reason. 

2. intr. To become divided into finger-like parts. 

1796 Stedman Surinam II. xix. 68 These again diverge 

or digitate in long broad leaves. 1840 G. Ellis Anat. 39 
Processes of it. .cross or digitate with the white bundles. 

3. trans. To express with the fingers, (nonce-use.) 

2823 New Monthly Mag. VII. 498 They talk with their 

fingers and digitate quotations from Shakspeare. 

Digitated ^drd^iuited), a. [f. L. digitat-us 
Digitate a. + -ed.] 

1. Zool. and Bot. = Digitate a. 

2646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. vi. vi. 298 Animals multi- 
fidous, or such as are digitated or have several! divisions in 
their feete. 1753 Chambers Cycl. Supp. s.v. Leaf, Digi- 
tated Leaf, expresses a compound one, formed of a number 
of simple foliola, placed regularly on a common petiole. 
1839-47 Todd Cycl. Anat. III. 05/2 The structure alluded 
to is a digitated extension of the whole substance of the 
upper part of the iris. 2840 F. D. Bennett Whaling Voy. 
II, 146 The bones of the arms coincide with those of digitated 
quadrupeds. 1845 Darwin Foy. Nat. xviii. (1879) 403 The 
bread-fruit, conspicuous from its. .deeply digitated leaf. 

2. Having divisions for the toes. 

2882 Times 27 Mar. 6 Digitated stockings for pedestrians. 
2882 Standard 19 Sept. 5/1 Digitated socks. 

Digitately (drd^it^tli ), adv . [f. Digitate a. 
+ -LY 2 .] In a digitate manner. 

1846 Dana Zooph. {1848)619 Branches compressed, digi- 
tately subdivided. 2882 Baker in Jmil. Bot. XI. 70 The 
leaves are simple or digitately tri folio late. 

Digitation (dicl^it^ jhn), [f. Digitate v. or 
a. ; see -ation. Cf. F. digitation Cotgr.] 

1 1. A touching, or pointing, with the finger. Ohs. 
2638 Phillips Digitation, a pointing with the fingers. 
2688 R. Holme Armouiy u. 387/1 Digitation. .is a bare or 
simple touching of a thing. 2722-2800 in Bailey. 

2. The condition of being digitate ; division into 
fingers or finger-like processes. 

[2636 Blount Glossogr., Digitation , the form of the fingers 
of both hands joy ned together, or the manner of their so joy n- 
ing. Cotgr. 2721-2800 m Bailey]. 2847 Craig, Digitation, 
division into fingers, or finger-like processes, as exhibited 
by several of the muscles . . in their coalescence on the ribs. 

3. concr. (Zool. and Bot.) One of a number of 
finger-like processes or digitate divisions. 

2709 Blair hi Phil. Trams . XXVII. 1 14 Where the Liga- 
ments cease, they become . . at their upper extremities half 
round, and sometimes form’d into Digitations. 2803 Bingley 
Anim. Biog. (1813) I. 17 Sometimes, as in the Bats, the 
digitations of the anterior feet are greatly elongated. 2837 
Quain Elem. Anat. (ed. 4) 350 Its anterior border presents 
eight or nine fleshy points or digitations. 2856-8JW, Clark 
Van der HaeveriEs Zool. 1, 393 Wings . .cloven, with fringed 
digitations. 

Digitato- (didgit^'to), comb, form of Digitate 
a, ; in Digitato-palmate a., shaped like a hand 
with finger-like divisions; Bigitato-pimnate a., 
Bot. having finger-like divisions bearing pinnate 
'leaflets'. • ■. , - 

1846 Dana Zooph. (1848) 527 Apex often digitate-palmate. 


DiaiTi-, 


355 


BIG-HIF5T. 


Bigiti- (di'dgiti), combining form of L. digitus 
finger (see Digi t sb.). Bi*gitiform a. } finger-like, 
digitate. Bisgfitinervate, Bigitinerved, Bi=- 
gitine’rvoiis adjs., Dot., having the ribs of the 
leaf radiating from the top of the leaf-stalk. Bi> ' 
gitipa-rtite, Bi:gitipi*nnate ad/s. (see quot,). j 
1846 Dana Zooph . (1848) 433 The branchlets above nearly ! 
simple, digitiform. 1849-52 Todd CycL Anat. IV. 1218/1 
The mouth, .is surrounded by six little digitiform processes. 
s 866 Treas. Bat., Digitinerved , when the ribs of a leaf 
radiate from the top of the petiole. 1870 Bentley Bat. 356 
When there are more than 5 lobes of a similar character, it 
is sometimes termed digitipartite. 1883 Syd. Sac. Lex., 
Digitinervate, Digitinervous. Ibid., Digit ipinnaie, term ap- 
plied to leaves the petiole of which terminates in secondary 
petioles bearing leaflets, either pinnate or digitate, forming 
doubly compound leaves. 

Bigitigfrade (drdgitigr^d), a. and sb. Zool. 
[a. F, digitigrade, in mod.L. digitigrada (Cuvier 
2817), f. L. digit-us (Digit) + - gradus , going, 
walking.] 

A. adj. Walking on the toes ; spec. In Zool. be- 
longing to the tribe Digitigrada of Carnivora (in 
Cuvier’s classification) ; also said of the feet, or 
walk, of such an animal. (Opp. to Plantigrade.) 

1833 Penny CycL I. 4 The legs also are completely digiti- 
grade; that is to say, the heel is elevated, and does not 
come into contact with the surface . . Digitigrade animals, 
which tread only upon the toes . . have much longer legs 
than plantigrade animals, 1839-47 Todd CycL Anat. 111 . 
450/2 The feathered tribe traverse the surface of the earth 
as digitigrade bipeds. 1881 Mivart Cat 129 The cat’s mode 
of progression is spoken of as digitigrade. 

B. sb. A digitigrade animal. (Chiefly in pi.) 

1835 Kirby Ha/h $ Inst. Anirn. II. xvii. 2x2 Digitigrades 

. .consist of the feline, canine, and several other tribes. 1845 
Whewell Indie. Creator 41 Some of the ^orders of quad- 
rupeds, namely the rodents, ruminants, digitigrades. 

Hence Bi ' gitigr dism, digitigrade condition. 

3887 E. D. Cope Origin of Fittest 376 The groove of the 
astragalus deepens coincidently with the increase of digiti- 
gradism. 

Bi'gitin. Chem. [f. Digitalis + -in : differen- 
tiated from digitalzn . ] A crystalline substance 
obtained from digitalis. 

3879 Watts Diet. Chem. 3rd SuppL 647 A precipate is ob- 
tained consisting of digitalm and digitin. 

Digitize (drdgitsiz), v. rare. [f. Digit + -xze.] 
tram. To manipulate or treat in some way with 
the fingers : to finger ; to point at or count with 
the fingers. Hence Bi*g£tizer. 

a 1704 T. Brown Whs. (1760) II. 211 (D.\ None but the 
devil, uesides yourself, could have digitiz’d a pen after so 
scurrilous a manner. 1730-6 Bailey (folio). Digitize , to 
point to with the finger. 1767 G. Canning Poems Pref. 3 
Your mere mechanical Digitizers of verses. 1823 Hone 
A nc. Myst. 266 The sempstresses, who were very nicely 
digitising and pleating turnovers. 

Bigito-, shortened from digitalis : the basis of 
the names of a series of chemical substances de- 
rived from, digitalis or fox-glove : see quots. 

1863-72 Watts Diet. Chem. II. 330 Digitoleic acid, a kind 
of fatty acid contained in the leaves of Digitalis^ purpurea. 
1875 H. G. Wood Therap, (1879) 135 Digitonin is asserted 
to form the bulk of the soluble digitalin of commerce, and 
to be the same as saponin, the active principle of soap-bark. 
1883 Syd. Sac. Lex., Digito'genin , a crystalhsable substance, 

. . obtained by the action of dilute acids on Digitoresin. 
Digito'lein, a fat obtained from digitalis leaves. _ It is a 
combination of glycerin with digitoleic acid. DigUo'nin, a 
white amorphous substance . . is said to form a large part of 
the soluble digitalis of commerce. Digita’xin .. is highly 
poisonous. It forms colourless crystals. Digitores'in , ob- 
tained, along with glucose and Digitonein, on boiling Digi- 
tonin with dilute acids. 

t Bigla*diate, Ohs. [ad. L. digladidri f. 
di-f dis- asunder, in different directions ygladius a 
sword: cf. gladiator .] intr. To ‘cross swords 7 ; 
to contend, dispute. 

a. 1656 Hales Gold. Rem. ( 1688) 56 Mutual Pasquils and 
Satyrs against each others lives, wherein digladiating like 
Eschines and Demosthenes, they reciprocally lay open each 
others filthiness to the view and scorn of the world. 
Bigladiatiou (daiglsedi^Jan). Now rare or 
arch. Also 7 de-. [noun of action f. L. digladidri : 
see Diglabiate.] 

1. Fighting or fencing with swords ; hand-to-hand 
fight. ' ' ' 

1589 Puttenham Eng. Poesie r. xvii. (Arb.) 52 In those 
great Amphitheatres were exhibited all manner of other 
shewes.. as their fence playes, or digladiations of naked 
men. 1650 R. Stapylton Strode ? s Low C Warres ix. 44 
margin. His Digladiations in the night-time. 37x5 tr. 
Pancirollus' Rerum Mem . II. xx. 393 This manner of Di- 
gladiation was very ancient ; such was the Skirmish we read 
of in the poet Horace. 

2. fig. Strife or bickering of words ; wrangling, 
contention, disputation. 

1590 R, Bruce Semi. i. B ijb, Gif they had keeped the 
Apostles words, .all this digladiatioun, strife and contention 
appearandly had not fallen out. a 1619 Fotherby A tkeom. 

I. v. § 3 1x622) 34 Their contentions and digladiations grew 
to be so notorious, as made them, all ridiculous, 1692 

J. Edwards Remarkable Texts 211 A Christian, whose 
religion forbids all foolish bickerings and degladiations 
about mean and inconsidiearable matters, 1819 M c Crie 
Melville II. xi. 304 Scholastic wrangling and digladia- 
tion. 1879 M. Pattisqn Milton ix. 107 In these literary 
digladiations readers are always ready to side with a new 
writer. 


Bigla*diator. Ohs. or arch, [agent-n. f. D. 
digladidri , on analogy of Gladiator.] A com- 
batant ; one who contends or disputes. 

1803 Monthly Mag. XVI. 225 Those polemical digladi- 
ators, who .. divided and convulsed all literary institu- 
tions. 

Diglot, diglott (dsi-gtyt), a. and sb. [ad. Gr. 
StyAmr t-os speaking two languages, f. 8t- f 8i(r- twice 
-f yXcorra, Attic for yXSnraa, tongue^ language.] 
Using or containing two languages, bilingual ; ex- 
pressed or written in two languages; also as sb. 

A diglot book or version (cf. polyglot). So Bi- 
glo ttic a. (in qnot., Speaking two languages) ; 
Bl’grlottism, the use of two languages, or of words 
derived from two languages. 

3863 in Smith’s Diet. Bible III. 1557 The conquests of 
Alexander and of Rome had made men diglottic to an 
extent which has no parallel in history. _ 3871 Earle Pkilol. 
Eng. Tongue § 78 Words run much in couples, the one 
being English the other French ..In the following . . there 
are two of these diglottisms in a single line. ‘ Trouthe and 
honour, fredom and curteisye ’. 1885 Kept. Brit. <$* For. 

Bible Soc. App. B 361 The other edition [cf the Breton 
N. T.] is in diglot form with the Revised Ostervald New 
Testament. 1890 A cademv 8 N ov. 424/3 Of the Bibles, &c., 
printed in more than one language . . there are 21 English 
‘di-glotts*, i2 French, and 6 German. 

Diglute, obs. f. Deglute, to swallow. 
Diglyce*ric, -glyceride, -glycerol, -gly- 
eoTLic, Chem.\ see Di-~ 2 d, and Glyceric, etc. 

1873 Fawned Chem. (ed. xx) 626 Digly ceric acid has not 
been actually obtained. Ibid. 706 Diglycollic Acid is also 
called Paramalic Acid. 1881 Nature XXIII. 245 Digly- 
collic add . . obtained by the action of sodium hydrate on 
diglycollamic acid. 

Biglyplt (dorglif). Arch. [mod. ad. Gr. 8'- 
y\v<p-os doubly indented, f. Si- twice + yXutyeLV to 
carve; cf. F. diglyphe (Littre).] An ornament 
consisting of a projecting face or tablet with two 
vertical grooves or channels. (Cf. Triglyph.) 

1727-51 Chambers CycL, Diglyfk, a kind of imperfect 
triglyph, console, or the like, with only two chanels, or 
engravings, instead of three. 1823 P. Nicholson Pract. 
Build. 584 Diglyph, a tablet with two engravings or 
channels. 1854 E. de Warren tr. De Smiley's Round 
Dead Sea II. 254 These metopes are divided from each 
other by triglvphs, which may be called more correctly ] 
diglyphs, as "they only bear two flutes and two drops. 

t Dignatiou (dign^-Jsn). Obs. [a. OF. dig- 
nation, -acion, ad. L. digndtim-em , n. of action f. 
digndre, - art to think worthy, deign ] 

The action of deeming or treating any one as 
worthy, the conferring of dignity or honour ; favour 
shown or honour conferred ; condescension: chiefly 
said of the gracious action of a superior. 

c 1450 tr. De Imitatione nr. liv, For hop takist not Ipis wib 
J>in ovne b 00 ?* * • but onely by dignacion of fie most hie 
grace, & of godly beholdyng. 1526 Pilgr. Perf. (W. de 
W. 1531) 201 b, This vverke is the effecte of his bye digna- 
cion, power and goodnes. 1649 J er. Taylor Gt. Exemp . 1. § 2. 
22 S. Elizabeth . . wondering at the dignation and favour 
done to her. 1659 Hammond On Ps. viii. Paraphr. 44_The 
magnifying of God’s wonderfull goodnesse . . and his dona- 
tions to mankind, a 1703 Burkett On N. T. Rom. vi. 19 
: The great dignation and gracious condescension of Christ. 
1737 Stackhouse ^ Hist. Bible (1767) IV. vi. v. 207 A great 
favour and dignation done her. 
t Bigne, a. Obs. Also a. 4 dingne, dyngne, 

5 dign, dynge, 5-6 dygne, 6 Sc. ding, dyng. 

4-5 deyn(e. [ME, digne, a. F. digits (nth 
c. in Hatz.-Darm.), early ad. L. dignus^ worthy. 
The form deyn might represent an OF. *dein, 
inherited form of dignus : but cf. Dain al\ 

1. Of high worth or desert ; worthy, honourable, 
excellent (in nature, station, or estimation ; cf. 

| Dignity 1, 2). 

1297 R. Glquc. (1724) 132 ]?e digne sege ywys..i?at at 
London now ys. 134a Ayenb. 109 pe fmi uerste benes of pe 
pater noster. .byeth h e hejeste and }?e dingneste. a 1400-50 
Alexander 882 Darius deyne [Dubl. MS. digne] Empe- 
reure. Ibid. 1958, I, sir Dari, ]?© deyne [Ditbl. ffS. digne] 
and derfe Emperoure. c 1440 York Myst. xxviii. 1 Beholde 
my discipulis bat deyne is and dere. a 1450 Kni. de la, Tour 
ii. 5 It is an higher and mere digne thinge forto praise and 
thanke God. 3513 Douglas AEneis xm. ix. 67 Of conquer- 
ouris and soueran pryncis dyng [rz;«^kyng]. 1535 Stewart 
Cron. Scot. II. 367 With diamonds ding, and. margretis 
many one. 1578 Ps. cvi. in Scot. Poems 1 6th €. II, 107 
Declair . .Thy nobill actes and digne remembrance. ^ 

2. Worthy, deserving. Const, of {to), or inf. 

a 1375 Joseph A rim. 252 Cum b*ou hider, losaphe; for ]>ou 
art Iugget clene, And art digne_ h^r-to. ^1386 Chaucer 
Pars. T. tp 715 Hem but 3euen chirches to hem bat ben not 
digne. C1430 Lydg. ^ Bochas iv. ix. (1544) 106 a. To write 
also hys triumphes digne of glorye. c xfyz Merlin 583 Ye 
| be full digne to resceyve the ordre of chiualrie. a 1555 
Lyndesay Tragedie 86 In France.. I did Actis ding of 
Remembrance. 1643 Prynne CT/^l Gt. Seale 6 The state 
of the Church is come unto this, that she is not digne to be 
governed But of ill Bishops. 

3. Befitting, becoming, appropriate, fit. Const. 

[■ to, unto, of /for. 

j 4:1385 Chaucer LAG. W. 1738 Lucretia, Hyre cuntin- 
aunce is to here herte digne. c 1386 — Man of Law’s T. 
680 O Domegyld, I haue non englisch digne Vnto by malice 
and by tyrannye. ^1420 Palhtd. on Hnsb. xi. 7 Lande 
■.j lene, or fatte, or drie, is for it digne. 1504 Atkynson tr. 
De Imitatione in. liv, Gyue dygne & moost large graces to 
! the hye goodnes of god. 1549 Chai.oner Erasmus on Felly 


K ij a. All the world© .. offreth me . . faixe dearer and more 
digne sacrifices, than theirs are. . 

4:. Having a great opinion of ones own worth; 
proud, haughty, disdainful; esp. in phr. as digne 
as ditch-water (cf. ‘ stinking with pride 7 ), as digne 
as the devil. Cf. Dain a. 

I 34 °" 7 ° Alisauttder 3x3 )>e menne of fiat marche . . were 
so ding of be* r deede, dedain bat they had b at any gome 
under God gouem hem sholde. c 3386 Chaucer Prat. 517 
He [the Parson J was nat to synful man despitous Ne of his 
speche daungerous ne digne. c 1386 — Reeve’s T. 44 She 
was as digne [Harl. Lansd. deyne] as water in a dich, as 
ful of hoker and of bismare. c 1394 P. PL Crede 355 For 
wib b e princes of pride be prechours dwellen ; b e * ken digne 
as b e devel bat droppep bo heuene. Ibid. 375 per is more 

E ryue pride ir* prechours hertes ban ber Jefte in Lucyfer er 
e were lowe fallen ; bey ben digne as dich water. 

tDi'gnely, Odv. Obs. Also 4 -Ii, 4-5 -Hebe, 
-lycbe, 6 -lie. [f. prec. + -ly 2 .] 

1. Worthily, honourably; befittingly, desendngly, 
condignlv. 

c 13x5 Shorkham 32 Thou best of-served dygnelyche The 
pyne of helle vere. 1340 Ayenb. 20 }>et b°. u nere na^t 
digneliche y-di^t be ssrifpe and by vorbenchinge. ^1380 
Wyclif Serm. Sel. Wks. II. 62 ]>ei wolen sitte wip lordis and 
ladies at b e mete ful dignely. c 1400 Test. Love 1. (1561) 
287 b/i The name of Goddes dignely ye mow beare. 1513 
Douglas AEneis 11. Prol. 7 Bot sen I follow the poete prin- 
cipall . . God grant me grace him dingly to ensew. 1567 
Drant Horace Epist . A vj. When mortall man cannot 
reforme Nor dignely plage the cry me. 

2. Haughtily, scornfully. 

C1374 Chaucer Troylns n. 975 (1024) Touchynge bi lettre 
, .1 wot thow nylt it digneliche endite. 

f B%ne*sse. Obs. [a. AFr. *dignesse, f. digne 
worthy + -esse repr. L. - itia : cf. bassesse , richesse, 
vilesse, etc.] Worthiness, dignity^; haughtiness. ^ 
1399 Langl. Rich. Redeles hi. 127 Swiche firesshe ffoodis 
both fleet in to chambris, And flfor her dignesse en-dauntid 
of dullisshe nollis. 

Signification (dhgmfik^'Jbn). Now rare. 
[ad. med. L. dignifedtion-em , n. of action from 
dignifiedre : cf. obs. F. dignificaci&n (Godef.).] 
The action of dignifying, or fact of being dignified ; 
conferring of dignity. 

1577 Dee Relat . Spir. 1. (1659) 63 In respect of thy digni- 
fication . . I say with the[e] Hallelujah, a 16x2 Donne 
BtaBavaro^ (1644) 57 Humane nature after the first fall, till 
the restitution and dignifieation thereof by Christ, 1653 
Walton Angler 13 Where a noble and ancient Descent 
and such merits meet in any man, it is a double digniftca- 
tion of that person, c 1781 in Boswell Johnson 4 June 
an. 1781 To demean themselves with equanimity.. upon 
their . . dignifieation and exaltation. 

Signified (drgmfifid),///. a. [f. Dignify + 

-ED !.] 

1. Invested with dignity ; exalted. 

1763 J. Brown Poetry 4 Mtts. vi. 100 We shall see the 
Bard’s Character rising again in its dignified State. 178s 
Cowper Charity 2 Fairest and foremost of the train that 
wait On man's most dignified and happiest state. 

>f2. Holding a position of dignity; ranking as 
a dignitary (esp. ecclesiastical). Obs. 

1667-8 Marvell Corr, xc. Wks. 1872-5 II. 240 It hath 
bin . . mov’d to raise 100,000/z. . . upon the dignifyd Clergy. 
17x2 E. Cooke Voy. S. Sea 396 To the Cathedral belong . . 
five dignify’d Priests, being the Dean, Arch-Deacon, School- 
Master, Chanter, and Treasurer. 1726 Ayuffe Parergon 
6 Abbots are stiled dignify’d Clerks, as having some Dignity 
in the Church, i860 Mrs. Gaskell Right at Last 30 My 
father was the son of a dignified clergyman. 

3. Marked by dignity of manner, style, or appear- 
ance; characterized by lofty self-respect without 
haughtiness ; stately, noble, majestic. 

a 18x2 J. S. Buckminster (Webster, 1828) To the great 
astonishment of the Jews, the manners of Jesus are familiar, 
yet dignified. 1840 Carlyle Heroes v. (18911 147 A Pulpit, 
environed with all manner of complex dignified appurten- 
ances and furtherances. 1853 J. H, Newman Hist. Sk. 
(1873) II. 11. xiii. 299 The general character of the oratory 
was dignified and graceful. 1855 Macaulay Hist. Eng. 
IV. 447 His State papers . . are models of terse, luminous, 
and dignified eloquence. 1874 L. Stephen Hours in Library! 
(1892) I. viii. 291 A man of dignified appearance. 1878 
Bosw. Smith Carthage 262 Silence, mournful . .but dignified, 
was observed in the public streets. 

Brgnifiedly, adv. [f. prec. -f -LY 2 .] In a 
dignified manner ; with dignity or its appearance. 

1818 Chron. in Ann. Reg. 481 The same littleness of mind 
which made.. Boniface dignifiedly incommunicative to all 
without badges or titles. 1868 Browning Ring $ Bk. hi. 
391 Whereon did Pietro, .sally forth dignifiedly into the 
square. 1885 Century Mag . XXX. 384 V erona is dignifiedly 
disagreeable. ■ 

Bigmfier (di-gmfsiai). [f. Dignify + -er 1 *] 
One who dignifies; one who confers dignity. 

16x2 'R. Sheldon Serm. St. Mart ids 50 . God the Digni- 
fier, the Sanctifier, and Beantifier of the sacrifice. 1741 
Richardson Pamela (1742) II. 284 The vilest lowest Taste 
in Ms sordid Dignifier. 

Dignify (drgnifbi), v. [a. OF. dignefer, dig- 
nifier , ad. med. L. dignifiedre, f. dign-us worthy + 
-fiedre : see— ft.] - 

1. tram. T 0 make worthy or illustrious; to confer 
dignity or honour upon ; to ennoble, honour, 

1526 Pilgr. Perf. (W. de W. 1531) 210 Illumyned & digny- 
fyed of Chryst, 1597 Sh aks. 2 Hen. IV, 1. i. 22 Such a Day. . 
Came not, till now, to dignifie the Times Since Caesars For- 
tunes. c x6oo — Sonn. lxxxiv, He that writes of you, if he can 
tell That you are you, so dignifies his story. 1667 Milton 
P.L. ix. 940 Us his prime Creatures,dignifi’d so high,Sel over 
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all his Works. 173a Pope Hor. Sat 11. ii. 141 No Turbots 
dignify my boards. 18*4 L. Murray Eng. Gram. (ed. 5) I. 
357 As accent dignifies the syllable on which it is laid, and 
makes it more distinguished by the ear than the rest* 1877 
Mrs. 0 li ph ant Makers Flor. Jntrod. 16 There arose to 
dignify the struggle the moral principle which all this time 
it had wanted. 

b. To render majestic or stately. 

1749 Smollett Gil Bl. xi. v, He would write as well as 
he speaks, if, in order to dignify his style, he did not affect 
expressions which render it stiff and obscure. £3790 Cowfer 
On Milton's P. L. 1. 689 How.an act or image, vulgar and 
ordinary in itself, may be dignified by mere force of diction. 
3791 — Odyss. xxin. 181 Then Pallas .. dignified his form 
With added amplitude. 

c. In lighter use : To represent as worthy (by 
implication, as worthier than it is) ; to give a high- 
sounding name or title to. 

[1606 Shaks. Tr. 4 Cr. iv. v. 103 Yet giues She not till 
iudgment guide his bounty, Nor dignifies an impaire thought 
with breath. 1665 Glanvill Scepsis Sci. 80 'Tis usual for 
men to dignifie what they have bestowed pains upon.] 
1730 H. Walpole Lett. H. Maun (1834) II. ccxxii. 374 You 
will think my letters are absolute jest and story books unless 
you . . dignify them with the title of W alpoliana. x 791-1823 
IT Israeli Cur. Lit. (1839) III. 341 The science of books, 
for so bibliography is sometimes dignified. Mod. A school 
dignified with the name of a college, 
f 2 . To invest with a dignity or honour ; to exalt 
in rank ; to confer a title of honour upon. ? Obs. 

1563-87 Foxe A. 4 M. (1596) 5/2 Emperors in ancient 
time haue dignified them in titles. 1660 Blount Boscobel 

11. (1680) 21 The Earl of Southampton . . now with much 
merit dignifyed with the great office of Lord High Trea- 
surer. 1727 W. Mather Yng. M mi's Comp. 105 Nor 
ought Sons of the Nobility to be Dignified .. with less 
than the Title of Honourable, as being their due by Birth- 
Right. 

Hence Dignifying vbl. sb. and ppl. a. 

1:630 R. Johnson's Kingd. 4 Comnvw. 101 The Grand- 
Seignior never nameth us with dignifying titles. ■ 1639 Ld. 
Digby, etc. Lett. cone. Relig . (1657)81 Those dignifying cir- 
cumstances . . belong onely to such doctrines [etc.]. Ibid. 
82 That seal, with those quarterings and dignifyings where- 
with you blazon it. 

Big ni tarial (digmteo'rial), a. [f. Dignitary 
4 -al.] Of or belonging to a dignitary. 

1885 Ch . Times 20 Feb. 135/3 The perversity of the digni- 
tarial mind was curiously exemplified. 

Dig nit ary (drguitari), sb. (a.) Also 7 -ory. 
[f. L. dignitds or Eng. Dignity + -ary : cf., for the 
sense, prebendary, for the form, L. voluntarius 
voluntary, from voluntas: so F. dignitaire sb. (1752 
in Trevoux).] 

A. sb. One invested with a dignity; a personage 
holding high rank or office, esp. ecclesiastical. 

1673-3 Marvell Reh. Trarisp. I. 282 There was a gentle- 
man of your robe, a Dignitory of Lincoln. <*1745 Swift 
(J„), If there be any dignitaries, whose preferments are., 
not liable to the accusation of superfluity. 1756-7 tr. 
Keysleds Trav. (1760) I. 15 Princes, bishops, counts, rich 
dignitaries, abbots. 1815 W. H. Ireland Scribbleomania 
248 A very high ecclesiastical dignitary. 1836 Irving Asto- 
ria 1 . 100 The captain . . paid a visit to the governor. This 
dignitary proved to be an old sailor, by the name of John 
Young. 1853: D, Wilson Preh. Ann. (1863) II. iv. ii. 266 It 
represents three dignitaries, probably priests. 

B. adj. Of, belonging to, or invested with 
a dignity (esp. ecclesiastical). 

1715 M. Davies Ath. Brit. 1 . 163 The most eminent Digni- 
tary Churchmen. 3733 Neal Hist. Purit. II. 148 They 
complimented the Roman Catholick priests with their dig- 
nitary titles. 

Dignito*rial, a. [erroneous for Dignitarial.] 
3817 T. C. Banks {title). History of the. Ancient Noble 
Family of Marmyun .. also their Dignitorial Tenures and 
the services of London, Oxford, &c. 

Dignity (drgmti). Forms: 3-4 dignete, 3-6 
-it©, 4 d yng-, dingnefce, 4-5 dignite©, -ytee, 4-6 
dy-, dignyte, 6-7 dignitie, 7- dignity, [a. OF. 
digneti, F. digniid (12th c. in Hatz.-Darm.), ad. L. 
dignitatem merit, worth, f. dignus worthy : see 
-ity. Cf. also Dainty, a. OF. deiniU, the inherited 
form of dignitatem^ 

1 . The quality of being worthy or honourable; 
worthiness, worth, nobleness, excellence. 

a 3225 Ancr. R. 140 Nis nout eScene of hwuche dignite 
heo[the soul] is, ne hu heih is hire cunde. c 1230 Halt 
Meid. 5 Of se muche dignete, and swuch wuroschipe. 
c *393 Chaucer Gentilesse 5 For vn-to vertue longeth dig- 
nytee. c 1400 Maundev. (Roxb.) vi. 18 A name of grete 
dignitee and of grete worschepe. 3552 Abp. Hamilton 
Catech. (1884! 20 Of the preeminens and excellent dignities 
of the Pater nosier. 1602 Shaks. Ham. 1, v. 48 From me, 
whose lone was of that dignity, That it went hand in hand 
even with the Vow I made to her in Marriage. 1657 
Austen Fruit Trees 1. xi The dignity and value of Fruit- 
trees. 3787 T. Jefferson Writ. (1859) II. 95, I recollect 
no work of any dignity which has been lately published. 
3795 Wordsw, Yew-tree Seat, True dignity abides with 
him alone Who, in the silent hour of inward, thought, Can 
still suspect, and still revere himself, In lowliness of heart. 
3836 Sir H. .Taylor Statesman xv. 107 It is of the essence 
of real dignity to be self-sustained, and no man's dignity 
can be asserted without being impaired. 1874 Blackie 
Self-Cult 75 The real dignity of a man lies not in what he 
has, but in what he is. 

f b. The quality of being worthy of something; 
desert, merit. Obs. rare . 

3548 R. Hutten Sum of diuinitie E 5 a, Fayth leaneth 
onelye vpon mercy, not of our dygnvtye. 1677 Gale Crt. 
Gentiles iv. 154 To suppose that God should fetch the 


commun rule of his giving or not giving grace, from mans 
d ignitie or indignitie. 

2 . Honourable or high estate, position, or esti- 
mation ; honour ; degree of estimation, rank. 

c 1230 Hali Meid. 15 Eadi meiden, understand in hu heh 
dignete ’pe mihte of meidenhad halt te. 3340 Ayenb. 215 
pere ssolle }> e great e lhordes and greate lheuedyes 
uoryete . . hare dingnete, and hare he3nesse. 3399 Rolls 
Pari. Ill, 424/1 Ye renounsed arid cessed . of the State of 
Kyng, and of Lordeshipp and of all the Dignite and Wir- 
sshipp that longed therto. c 1400 Rom. Rose 7682 1 . . have 
pouste To shryve folk of most dignyte. 3538 Starkey 
England 1. iv. 339 Gyuyng somewhat to the dygnyte of 
presthode. 1594 Hooker Eccl. Pol. 1. vi. (1631) 12 Stones, 
though in dignitie of nature inferior to plants. s6xi Shaks. 
Wint . T. v. 1. 183 His Sonne, who ha’s (His Dignitie, and 
Dutie both cast off) Fled from his Father, from his Hopes, 
and with A Shepheards Daughter. 3733 Swift Lett. (1767) 

III. 377, I fear I shall be sometimes forced to stoop beneath 
my dignity, and send to the ale-house for a dinner. 3751 
Harris Hermes (1841) 339 There is no kind of subject, 
having its foundation in nature, that is below the dignity 
of a philosophical inquiry. 3786 Han. More Florio .78 
Small habits well pursued betimes, May reach the dignity 
of crimes. 1891 Law Times XCII. 124/1 The post of Irish 
Chancellor has increased rather than diminished in dignity 
since the Union. 

fg. 3541 Copland Gnydoris Quest. Chirurg. H j b, May 
the herte . . sustayne dysease longe ? Answere. No, for his 
great dygnyte. 3656 Ridgley Pract. Physick 215 Consider 
the dignity of the part affected, so that the heart must not 
be tryed by vehement remedies. 

b. collect. Persons of high, estate or rank (cf. 
the quality). 

3548 W. Patten Exped. Scot l. Pref. in Arb. Garner III. 
73 My Lord’s Grace, my Lord of Warwick, the.other estates 
of the Council there, with the rest of the dignity of the 
army did . . tarry . . at Berwick. 3793 Burke Corr. (1844) 

IV. 149, I cannot see the dignity of a great kingdom^ and, 
with its dignity, all its virtue, imprisoned or exiled, without 
great pain. 

attrib. 3833 Marryat P. Simple xxxi, A dignity ball is 
a ball given by the most consequential of their coloured 
people [in Barbadoes]. 

3 . An honourable office, rank, or title ; a high 
official or titular position. 

C1290 S. Eng. Leg. I. 72/54 Bischop him made .. seint 
Edward ]>e king, And a-feng him in his dignete. C1330 
R. Brunne Chron.Wace (Rolls) 151x2 Seint Gregore tok}>e 
dignete, And was pope J^rytty }er. 3520 Caxton's Chron. 
Eng. ccxxxvi, 258 Tho that were chose to bisshoppes sees and 
dignytees. 1548 Hall Chron., Edw. IV, 208 Edward duke 
of Yorke, whiche . . had untrewly usurped the Croune and 
Imperial dignitie of this realme. 3659 B. Harris Parival's 
Iron Age 323 He procured the Dignity of General to be 
taken away from the duke of Frithland. 3726 Ayliffb 
Parergon 98 By a Dignity, we understand that Promotion 
or Preferment, to which any Jurisdiction is annex'd. 1783 
Gibbon Becl. 4 A*. III. 231 He . . distributed the civil and 
military dignities among his favourites and followers. 1844 
Lingard Anglo-Sax. Ch. (1858) I. i. 18 The dignity of 
Roman prefect. 1884 L’ pool Mercury 3 Mar 5/1 Her Ma- 
jesty has conferred the dignity of a viscountcy upon Sir 
Henry B. W. Brand. 

b. transf. A person holding a high office or 
position ; a dignitary. 

c 1450 Holland Hovulat 690 Denys and digniteis. 1598 
Florio Ep. Ded., That I . . may . . entertaiiae so high, if 
not deities yet dignities. 1633 Bible Jude 8 These filthy 
dreamers .. speakp euill of dignities. 3656 Heylin Surv. 
France 93 There is. .in this Church a Dean 7 Dignities and 
50 Canons. 3667 Milton P. L. i. 359 Godlike shapes and 
forms.. Princely Dignities, And Powers thatearst in Heaven 
sat on Thrones. 3865 Kingsley Hereto . i, Thou art very 
like to lose thy tongue by talking such ribaldry of dig- 
nities. 

4 . Nobilityor befitting elevation of aspect, manner, 
or style ; becoming or fit stateliness, gravity. (Cf. 
Dignified 2.) 

3667 Milton P. L. viii. 489 Grace was in all her steps .. 
In every gesture dignitie and love. 1725 Pope Odyss , vi. 
73 A dignity of dress adorns the Great. 3752 Fielding 
A melia 1. viii, He uttered this. . with great majesty, or, as he 
called it, dignity. x8ix Syd.^ Smith Whs. (1859) I. 205/1 
All establishments die of dignity. They are too proud to 
think themselves ill, and to take a little physic. 1853 J. H. 
Newman Hist Sh. (1873) II. 11. i. 248 He preserved in his 
domestic arrangements the dignity of a literary and public 
man. 3854 J. S. C. Abbott Napoleon (1855) II. xxx. 557 He 
opposed the effect of these instructions with such silent 
dignity as to command general respect 1878 B. Taylor 
Deukalion n. iv. 77 So much of dignity in ruin lives, 
b. Rhet. 

3828 Webster, Dignity , in oratory, one of the three 
parts of elocution, consisting in the right use of tropes and 
figures. 

5 . Astrol. A situation of a planet in which its 
influence is heightened, either by its position in the 
zodiac, or by its aspects with other planets. 

C1391 Chaucer Astrol. Table of Contents, Tables of 
dignetes of planetes. Ibid. w. § 4 The lord of the assendent 
. . whereas he is in his dignite and conforted with frendly 
aspectys of planetes. 1632 Massinger City Madam n. ii, 
Saturn out of ail dignities . . and Venus in the south angle 
elevated above him. 1647 Lilly Chr. Astrol. vi. 49 At 
muten, of any house is that Planet who hath most dignities 
in the Signe ascending or descending upon the Cusp of any 
house. ^ 1706 Phillips (ed. ICerseyV s.v., In Astrology, 
Dignities are the Advantages a Planet has upon account of 
its being in a particular place of the Zodiack, or in such 
a Station with other Planets, etc. by which means its Influ- 
ences and Virtue are encreas'd. 1839 Bailey Festus (1872) 
32 t Ye planetary sons of light! Your aspects, dignities, 
ascendances. 

1 6. The term for a 4 company* of canons. Obs. 
3486 Bk. St Albans F vija, A Dignyte of chanonys. 


f 7 . Alg ** Power. Obs. 

37x5 Phil. Trans. XXIX. 21 r Mr. Newton introduced 
.. the Fract, Surd, Negative and Indefinitive Indices of 
Dignities. 

®|[ 8 . [Erroneous or fantastic rendering of Gr. 
d^iwfjta 4 honour, worth, dignity also 4 first prin- 
ciple, axiom \] A self-evident theorem, an axiom. 

1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. 1. vii. 25 These Sciences 
[mathematics], concluding from dignities and principles 
knowne by themselves, they receive not satisfaction from 
probable reasons, much Iesse from bare and peremptory 
asseverations. 

-j* Dignorate, v. Obs. rare~ °. [f. L. dignordre , 
quoted in the same sense from Paul, ex Fest.] 

3623 Cockeram, Dignorate, to marke a beast. 1656 Blount 
Glossogr., Dignorate, to mark, as men do beasts, to know 
them. 

t Bigncrsce, U. Obs. [ad. L. dignbscere to 
recognize apart, distinguish, f. di- t dis- r Di- 1 + 

( g noscere to know.] 

To distinguish, discern, a. trans. 

a 3639 SrorriswooD Hist, Ch. Scot. iv. (1677) 200 All the 
Painters and Writers were called for dignoscing the letters 
and draughts. 1645 Liberty of Consc.^ 16 The true wor- 
shippers of God cannot be certainly and infallibly dignosced 
from the false worshippers. 1673 True Nonconf 391 The 
consideration . . whereupon the right dignoscing of such 
deeds doth mostly depend, is oftentimes most difficult, 
b . intr. To discern ; to decide. 

3641 Sc. Acts C has. I (1870I V. 344 Who shall have 
pouer to dignose and take cognitione whither the same 
falles within the said act of padficatione. 3676 W. Row 
Contn. Blair's Autobiog. xii. (1848) 539 A committee ap- 
pointed to dignosce upon the supplication. 

Hence tDigno'sciMe^., discernible ; +Bigno*s- 
citive a , having the quality of discerning. 

3671 True Nonconf. 189 As dignoscible by . . these cha- 
racters, as the night is by darkness. 1674 [Z. Cawdrev] 
Catholicon 22 That dignoscitive power . . whereby their 
spiritual sense discerns betwixt good and evil. 

t Bigno'te, V. Obs. rare~~ l . [f. L. *digndt- 
ppl. stem of dignoscere l] — Dignosce. 

1657 Tomlinson Renon's Disp. Pref., Every Simple., 
may be dignoted in its nature and quality. 

t Bigno’tion. Obs. [n. of action f. dlgnbt- 
ppl. stem of L. dlgnoscifre : see Dignosce and -ion.] 
The action of distinguishing or discerning; a dis- 
tinguishing mark or sign. 

3578 Banister Hist. Man 1. 10 The dignotion of sauors. 
1657 Tomlinson Reno?i's Disp. 42 That this dignotion may 
be certain. 1658 Sir T. Brownf. Pseud. Ep. v. xxii. 327 
Temperamentall dignotions, and conjecture of prevalent 
humours. 

+ Bi'gnous, a. Obs. [f. L. dign-us worthy 4- 
-ous.] Worthy, honourable. 

1630 T. Westcote Devon. 170 A dignous family of this 
diocese. Ibid. (1845) 314 The ancient and dignous family 
of Coffin. 

Bigonentic (dsig^nizrtik), a. Entom . [f. Gr. 
6t-, twice + 7 oveb-uv to beget, of which the vbl. adj. 
would be *70F€t/r~os.] Producing two broods in 
a year; double-brooded. Hence Digoneu'tism, 
the condition of being digoneutic. 

3889 S. H. Scudder in Natw’e XXXIX. 319 Capt. Elwes. . 
fails to make a distinction between the successive seasonal 
forms of a digoneutic butterfly. 

Big’OnoilS (di*g<?n3s, doi-), a. Bot . [ad. mod. 
L. digon-us , f. Gr. twice + -7 covos angled : cf. 
rplycvvos three-cornered.] Having two angles. 

1788 Jas. Lee Introd. Bot. m. iv. (ed. 4I 181 Digonous, 
Trigonous, Tetragonous. .having two, three, four.. Angles. 
3883 in Syd. Soc . Lex. 

+ Digraclua*tion. Obs. var. of Degraduation 1 : 
cf. also Disgraduate v. 

1577 Hanmer Anc. Eccl. Hist. (x 6 ig) 218 But Eusebius., 
wrote unto Alexander that he should revoke the depriva- 
tion and digraduation past. 

Di*gram. A proposed synonym of Digraph. 

1864 in Webster. 

Digraph (dsrgraf). [f. Gr. 8 t- twice, Di- 2 , -f- 
■ypa<prj writing, etc.] A group of two letters ex- 
pressing a simple sound of speech. 

a 1788 T. Sheridan (L.), AH improper diphthongs, or, as 
I have caUed them, digraphs, are changed into the single 
vowels which they stand for. 38x2 J. C. Hobhouse Journey 
Albania App. 106 x If these combinations of vowels had 
been distinguished in writing only, .their name would have 
been digraphs, and not diptlumgs. 3873 Earle Phi lot Eng. 
Tongue § 193 He would therefore recognise the consonantal 
digraphs ch, gh. .sh, tk, wh, ng, as alphabetic characters, 
3877 Sweet Phonetics 174 If . . we exclude new letters, .we 
are obliged to fall back on digraphs. 

Bigraphic (daigrseffik), a. [f. prec. + -Id : 
after Gr. 7 paipt/cos, pertaining to writing, graphic.] 

1 . Pertaining to or of the nature of a digraph. 

3873-4 Sweet Hist. Eng. Sounds 23 Cases of the arbitrary 

use of consonants as digraphic modifiers also occur. 

2 . Written in two different characters or alphabets. 

1880 Scribner's Mag. June 205 This was a bilingual (or 

digraphic, as both inscriptions are in the same language), 
published by De Vogu6. 3895 Times 5 Feb. 12/3 The Di- 
graphic Copybook, Longhand and Shorthand. 

Di grave, obs. or dial. var. of Dike-grave. 

1721-3800 Bailey, Digrave, Dike-grave, an Officer who 
takes Care of Banks and Ditches. 

Digress (digre-s, dsi-), v. Also 6-7 disgress. 
[f. L. digress - ppl. stem of digredi to go aside, 
depart, f. di- i Dis- 1 +gradz to step, walk, go.] 
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1. intr. To go aside or depart from the course or 
track; to diverge, deviate, swerve. 

355a Huloet, Digresse or go a little out of the pathe, 
digredior. 358a N. Lichefield tr. Castauheda Conq. E, 
hid . 65 b, It was not vn possible but that they might some- 
what digresse from their right course. 1603 Dekker Grissil 
(Shaks. Soc.) 22, I must disgress from this bias, and leave 
you. 1649 A Icoran 86 God. .punisheth them that digresse 
from the right path. 1750 Johnson Rambler No. 25 p 11 
Frighted from digressing into new tracts of learning. 1823 
Lamb Elia Ser. n. Superannuated man , I find myself in 
Bond Street. .1 digress into Soho, to explore a bookstall. 

fb. Astron. Cf. Digression 3. Obs. 

1601 Holland Pliny I. 12 Shee (Venus) beginnes to di- 
gresse in latitude and to diminish her motion from the 
morn rising : but to be retrograde, and wilhall to digresse 
in altitude from the euening station. 

f 2 . Jig. To depart or deviate (from a course, mode 
of action, rule, standard, etc.) ; to diverge. Obs. 

3571 Golding Calvin on Ps . Ixxi. 16 As the other trans- 
lation agreeth very well, I would not digresse from it. 1592 
Shaks. Rom. $ fill. in. iii. 127 Thy Noble shape, is but 
a forme of waxe, Digressing from the Valour of a man. 1603 
Holland Plutarch's Mor. 25 Digresse good sir from such 
lewd songs. 1611 Ussher in Gutch Coll. Cur. I. 39 The 
subjects rebelled, and digressed from their allegiance. 

To diverge from the right path, to trans- 
gress. Obs. 

3541-93 [see Digressing below]. 1640 G. Watts tr. 
Bacon's Adv. Learn, vn. iii. (R.), So man, while he aspired 
to be like God in knowledge, digressed and fell, 
f b. trans. To transgress. Obs. 

3592 Wyrley Armorie 56 Faire points of honor I would 
not disgresse. 

4. intr. To deviate from the subject in discourse 
or writing. (Now the most frequent sense.) 

3530 Palsgr. 516/1, I dygresse from my mater and talke 
of a thyng that nothynge belongeth therunto. 1555 Eden 
Decades 8 To retume to the matter from which we haue 
digressed. 1597 Morley hit rod. Mus. 74 Let vs come 
againe to our example from which wee haue much di- 
gressed. 3682 Burnet Rights Princes viii. 292, I shall not 
digress to give any account of these. 3727 Swift Modest 
Proposal , I have too long digressed, and therefore shall 
return to my subject. 1752 Johnson Rambler No. 200 p 10 
While we were conversing upon such subjects . . he fre- 
quently digressed into directions to the servant. 1813 W. 
Taylor in Ann. Rev. I. 374 Mr. P. digresses on the subject 
of parliamentary reform. 1869 Farrar Pam. Speech iii. 
(1873)99, i will not here digress into the interesting ques- 
tion as to the origin of writing. 

Hence Digressing vbl.sb. and ppl. a., Bigre's- 
singly adv. 

3529 More Com/, agst. Trib . it. Wks. 1200/1 Were it 
properly perteining to y J present matter, or sumwhat di- 
gressing therfro. 1541 Act 33 Hen, VIII, (Bolton Stat. 
Irel. (1621) 218) Albeit that upon any disloyaltie or disgress- 
ing contrary to the duety of a subject. . 3593 Shaks. Rich. II, 
v. iii. 66 This deadly blot, in thy digressing sonne. 3864 
Q. Rev. CXVL 168 The sarcophagus on which appears the 
incident we have thus digressingly analysed. 

+ Digress, sb. Obs. [ad. L. digress-us depar- 
ture, f. ppl. stem of digredi : see Digress v.] — 
Digression 2. 

1598 Yong Diana 76, I thee espie Talking with other 
Shepherdesses, All is of feastes and brauerie, Whodaunceth 
best, and like digresses. 3655 Fuller Ch. Hist . xi. x. §43 
Nor let any censure this a digress from my history. 3679 
Harry Key Script. 1. 9 , 1 am driven . . here . . to a brief Digress. 

Digresser (digre-soi, doi-). [f. Digress v. + 
-EB.1.J One who digresses. 

1654 Baxter ( title), Reduction of a Digresser or Mr. Bax- 
ter’s reply to Kendall’s Digression. 3824 Scott St. Ronan's 
xiv, Who, though somewhat of a digresser himself, made 
little allowance for the excursions of others. 

Digression (digre-Jhn, dm-). Also 5-7 dis-, 
5-8 de*. [a. OF. disgressiun , digressiun (12th 
c.), mod.F. digression , ad. L. digression-em , n. of 
action from digredi : see Digress v.~] 

1. The action of digressing, or turning aside from 
a path or track ; swerving, deviation. (Now some- 
what rare in lit. sense.) 

3552 Huloet, Digression, digressio. 1670 Cotton Esper- 
non i. iv. 144 By this little digression into Gascony, the 
Duke had an opportunity , . to re-inforce himself with some 
particular Servants of his. 1673 Ray Journ. Loiv C. Rome 
379 We made a digression to S. Marino. 3823 J. D. 
Hunter Captiv. N. Amer. 86 This digression up the 

Kansas was undertaken [etc.], 
fb. fig. Moral deviation or going astray. Obs. 
3509 Hawes Past. Pleas. 1. xxi, Nature . . More, stronger 
had her operadon Then she had nowe in her digression. 
1583 Shaks, L. L. L. i. ii. 121, I may example my digres- 
sion by some mighty president. 1593. — Lucr. 202 Then 
my digression is so vile, so base, That it will Hue engrauen 
in my face. 

t e. Deviation from rule. Obs. 

1615 Crooke Body of Man 299 Monsters Aristotle calleth 
Excursions and Digressions of Nature. 

2. Departure or deviation from the subject in 
discourse or writing ; an instance of this. (The 
earliest and most frequent sense.) 

c 3374 Chaucer Troylus 1. 87 (143) It were a long disgression 
Fro my matere. 1430 Lydg. Chron. Troy 1. i, I wyll no 
longer make disgression. 1494 Fabyan Chron. iv. lxix. 49, 
I woll retourne my style to Octauis, from whom 1 haue 
made a longe degression, ax 535 More De quat. Noviss. 
Wks. 99 Which thyng I might proue . . sauing that the 
degression would be ouer long. 1621 Three Quest. A nsw, 
cone. Fourth Commandm. 6 But this, by way of dis- 



R ambler No. 147 T 7 Without . . any power of starting into 
gay digressions. 1833 Scorr Rokeby 1. x, [He] started from 
the theme, to range In loose digression wild and strange. 
3863 Mrs. Oliphant Salem Ch. xiii, Breaking off now and 
then into a momentary digression. 

3 , Astron. and Physics. Deviation from a parti- 
cular line, or from the mean position ; deflexion ; 
e.g. of the sun from the equator, or of an inferior 
planet from the sun (“Elongation i), 

1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. vi. iv. 288 This digression 
[of the Sun] is not equall, but neare the ASquinoxiall intersec- 
tions, it is right and greater, near the Solstices, more oblique 
and lesser. 3705 C. Purshall Meek. Macrocosm 122 Their 
Degression, or Departure North, and South, are sometimes 
Greater, and sometimes Less, than that of the Sun. 3726 
tr. Gregory’s Astron. I. xx 6 These lesser Bodies may be 
lessen’d till that, digression or those mutual attractions be 
less than any given ones. 1837 Brewster Magnet. 215 
The needle having arrived at the limit of its western digres- 
sion. 1847 Craig, Digression , in Astronomy, the apparent 
distance of the inferior planets, Mercury and Venus, from 
the sun. 

Digressional (digre-Jonal), a. [f. prec. + -al.] 
Of or pertaining to digression; characterized by 
digression. 

3785 Warton Notes on Milton r s Juvenile Poems (T.), 
Milton has judiciously avoided Fletcher’s digressional orna- 
ments. 1787 Headley On Daniels Poems (R.), He seems 
fearful of supplying its [his subject’s] defects by digressional 
embellishments. 3843 De Quincey Homer Wks. VI. 326 
He adds a short digressional history of the fortunate shot. 

Digressio nary (digre'jonari), a. [f. as prec. 
+ -ary.] Of the nature of a digression. 

3743 Betterton’s Eng. S tage 4 A . . short digressionary 
History of the Fate and Fortunes of the most considerable 
Actresses. 1S59 Lever Davenport Dunn i, All this is, how- 
ever, purely digressionary. 

Digressive (digre*siv, dm-), a. [ad. L. di- 
gress iv-us, f. digress- ppl. stem of digredi : see 
Digress v. and -ive.] 

1. Characterized by digressing; diverging from 
the way or the subject ; given to digression ; of the 
nature of, or marked by, digression. 

c 36x3 Chapman Iliad xiv. 305 These digressive things 
Are such as you may well endure. 1641 * Smectymnuus’ 
Vind. Ansiu. § 2. 30 We will not make digressive excur- 
sions into new controversies. 1651 Baxter Inf. Bapt. Apol. 
15, I came not to satisfie the people . . by digressive dis- 
courses . . but to dispute with him. 3745 Eliza Heywood 
Female Spectator (xi/E) III. 310 But all this .. is digressive 
of the subject I sat down to wnte upon. 3783 H. Blair Led. 
39 (Seagar) Pindar is perpetually digressive and fills up his 
poems with fables of the gods and. heroes. 3874 T. Hardy 
Far from Madding Crowd I, xxvi. 285 That remark seems 
somewhat digressive. 

1 2. That turns any one out of his way. Obs. rare. 
ci6ix Chapman Iliad x. Argt., Then with digressive wiles 
they use their force on Rhesus’ life. 

Hence Digre’ssively in a digressive manner; 
Bigre'ssiveness, the quality of being digressive. 

1731-3800 Bailey, Digressively , by way of Digression. 
1768 lVoman of Honor IV. 92 An example, which you will 
hardly think digressively. introduced. 3877 H. A. Page 
De Quincy II. xix. 163 If it is to blame for not a little of 
his digressiveness, still it imparts to everything he does 
a bouquet. 1879 Farrar St. Paul II. App. 61 1 The digres- 
siveness becomes more diffuse. 

I! Digue. [F. digue , in OF. also dique, a. Flem. 
dijk, Dike q.v.] = Dike. (In reference to Hol- 
land, Flanders, or France. Now only used for 
local colouring.) 

1523 Ld. Berners Froiss. 4 b/t With the fyrste flodde they 
came before the Digues of Holande [pr. Dignes; hence 
Grafton Chron. II. 210 dignesse]. 1645 City Alarum 10 
Opposing a Digue to stop the torrent. 1673 Temple Obs. 
United Prov. Wks. 1731 I. 13 In Zealand they absolutely 
gave over the working at their Digues. 3702 Dennis Monu- 
ment xvi. 8 Whose stately Tow’rs Are to the Storms of 
Arbitrary Pow’r, What its Digues are to the Tempestuous 
Main. 1886 A thenseum 22 May 686/1 Girls gossiping on the 
digue of stone which defends the place against the sea. 

Digust, rare obs. var. of Disgi st. 

II Dlgynia (doid^rnia). Sot. [mod.L. (Linnaeus 
1735) f. Gr. Si-, Di- 2 + 71/V17 woman, wife + abstr. 
ending -ia, -ia.] The second Order in many classes 
of -the Linneean Sexual System, comprising plants 
having two pistils. 

3762 in Hudson Flora Anglica. 3794 Martyn Rousseau’s 
Bot. x. 99. 3858 Carpenter Peg. Phys. § 458 One portion 
of the class Pentandria, order Digynia, corresponds with 
the Natural Order Umbelliferae. 

Hence Digyn, a plant of the order Digynia ; 
Digynian, Digynious ad/s., belonging to the 
order Digynia ; Di’gynous (dai'd^inas) a., having 
two pistils. 

3806 J. Galpine Brit. Bot. 390 Car ex Digynous ; spikes 
filiform. 3828 Webster, Digyn. Ibid., Digynian. 1847 
Craig, Digynicnts. 1850 Comstock Introd. Bot. ted. 21) 
470 (Gloss.) Digynous , having two styles. 

Dihedral (doihrdral), a. Cryst. Also diedral. 
[f. next + -al : cf. F. ditdre in same sense.] 

1. Having or contained by two planes or plane 
faces. Dihedral angle , the inclination of two planes 
which meet at an edge. Dihedral summit , a summit 
(of a crystal) terminating in a dihedral angle. 

3799 G. Smith Laboratory* I. 2 Terminating in dihedral 
pyramids. 1808 Thomson in Phil. Trans. XCVIII. 69 
Oxalate of potash .. crystallizes in flat rhomboids, .termi- 
nated by dihedral summits. 1826 Henry Elem. Chan. I. 


38 Variations of temperature produce a . . difference in .. 
a crystal of carbonate of lime . ; As the temperature increases, 
the obtuse dihedral angles diminish . . so that its form ap- 
proaches that of a cube. 3863-72 Watts Did. Chem. II. 
324 [In the rhombic dodecahedron] The dihedral angles 
formed by the meeting of the faces are all equal to 120 0 , 

2. Math. Of the nature of a dihedron. 

2893 Harkness& Morley Theory of Functions 29 A simple 
dihedral configuration. 1E93 Forsyth Functions of a Com- 
plex Variable 625 Functions which are unaltered for the 
dihedral group of substitutions. 

Dihedron (doihDdr^n). Math, [mod.f. Gr. &-, 
tier- twice + *dpa seat, base: cf. tetrahedron In 
the geometrical theory of groups, the portion of 
two superposed planes bounded by (or contained 
within) a regular polygon. 

According to Klein, the six regular solids are dihedron 
< 'dieder ), tetrahedron, octahedron, cube or hexahedron, 
ikosahearon, pentagon-dodecahedron. 

[1828 Webster, Dihedron , a figure with two sides.] 3888 
G. G. Morrice tr. F. Klein’s Led. on Ikosahedron 3 We 
can denote this latter by considering the portion of the plane 
limited by the sides of the n-gon to be doubled, as a regular 
solid — a dihedron, as we will say : only that this solid, con- 
trary to the elementary notion of such, encloses no space. 

II Dihe*lios. Astr. Also diLelium (in mod. 
Diets, dilxely). [mod.L. f. Gr. = 81a through 
+ sun.] (See quot.) 

1727-51 Chambers Cyci., Dzhelios, in the elliptical astro- 
nomy, a name which Kepler gives to that ordinate of the 
ellipsis, which passes through the focus, wherein the sun is 
supposed to be placed. 

X)ilie*ptyl. Chem. : see Di- 2 and Heptyl. 
Diliexagonal (dahheksee’gtmal), a. Cryst . 

[f. Di- 2 + Hexagonal.] Having twelve angles, 
of which the first, third, fifth, . . . eleventh, are 
equal to one another, and the second, fourth, sixth, 

. . . twelfth, also equal to one another, but those 
of the one set not equal to those of the other ; as 
a dihexagonal pyramid or prism . See also quot. 
1864. 

1864 Webster, Dihexagonal , consisting of two hexagonal 
parts united ; thus, a dihexagonal pyramid is composed of 
two hexagonal pyramids placed base to base. 1895 Story- 
Maskelyne Cryst allog. 14 1 Symmetry of a form dihexagonal. 
Ibid. 277 Two dihexagonal quoins form the vertices of 
the pyramids, and are composed by edges S and IS alternat- 
ing with each other, adjacent edges representing dihedral 
angles of different magnitude. Ibid. 278 The dihexagonal 
prism or hexagonal diprism. 

t Di-kexahe*&ral, a. Cryst. Obs . [f. as next 
+ -al.] Having twice six faces : see quot. 

1805-17 R. Jameson Char. *Min.* (ed. 3) 203 Di-hexa- 
hedral (di-hexaedre), when k is a six-sided prism, having 
three planes on the extremities. [204] Example, Di-hexa- 
hedral felspar (feldspath di-hexaedre), which is a broad six- 
sided prism, bevelled on the extremities, the bevelling planes 
set on two opposite lateral edges, and on each of the 
extremities, one of the angles, formed by the meeting of the 
bevelling planes with the lateral edges, and on which they 
are set, truncated. 

Bi-hexahe'drosi. Cryst. [f. Di- 2 + Hexa- 
hedron.] A six-sided prism with trihedral sum- 
mits, making twelve faces in all. Also sometimes, 
a double hexagonal pyramid. 

1888 Amer. Naturalist XXII. 247 Dihexahedra of quartz 
and various rare minerals are noted in them [trap dikes in 
Scotland]. 

Dihoti, var of Dioti, wherefore. 

T BrMende. Obs. rare — 1 , [early ME., subst. 
use of pr. pple. of dihten , OE. dihtan to rule : see 
Dight ] Ruler, disposer. 

c 3200 Trin. Coll. Horn. 123 Almihti god . shuppende and 
wealdende . and dihtende of alle shafte. 

Di&ydric (doihordrik), a. Chem. [f. Di- 2 + 
Hydric.] Applied to a compound of two atoms 
of hydrogen with an acid radical ; denoting dibasic 
acids regarded as salts of hydrogen, as dihydric 
sulphate * sulphuric acid H 2 S0 4 . 

3876 Harley Mat. Med. 187 It . . is readily soluble in 
water acidulated with an excess of citric acid, when the 
acid or magnesic dihydric citrate is formed. 

BIhydrite (doihordroit). Min. [f. Gr. <5i-, 
Di- 2 + vboop, v 8 p- water + -ite.] A variety of 
pseudomalachite or native phosphate of copper, 
containing two equivalents of water. 

1868 Dana Min. 568. 

Dihydro-, dihydr-. Chem. [f. Di- 2 + 
Hydr(o)-.] Having two atoms of hydrogen in 
combination. 

1873 Fmmies' Client, (ed. 33) 334 Dihydro-tetrasodic car- 
bonate may be regarded as a compound of the neutral and 
acid salts. 

Dihydrobromide, -chloride, -iodide. Chem . 
See Di- 2 and Hydrobromide, etc. 

1873 Fortunes* Chem. (ed. 33) 559 The dihydrobromides 
and dihydriodides have the same composition as the di- 
bromides of the olefines. 

Dihydro*xyl, a. Chem. See Di- 2 and Hy- 
droxyl. 

1875 H. C. Wood Therap. (1879) 72 The dihydroxyle 
quinia is physiologically inert. 

Biiamh (doiioise'mb). Pros. Also in L. form 
diiambus (in 8 dijambus). [ad. L. di-iambus , 
Gr. ddaiji&os a double iambus, f. <5t-, Dl~ 2 •+ tapl Sos 
iambus.] A metrical foot consisting of two iambs. 


BI-IODIDE. 


858 


DIKE. 


1753 Chambers Cycl. Supp., Dijambus . , is compounded 
of two iambics, as severltiis. 1844 Beck & F elton tr. 
Flunk's Metres 10 Feet of six times . . w — w— Diiambus, 
Diiamb. 

Di-iodide (doiisrddaid). Chem . [f. Di~ 2 + 
Iodide.] A compound of two atoms of iodine 
with a dyad element or radical, as mercuric di-io- 
dide, Hg I 2 . 

1873 Townes’ Chem. (ed. 11) 227 The di-iodide melts at 
ito°. 1881 A thenseitm 9 Apr. 496/1 On the Co-efficients of 
Expansion of the Diiodide of Lead (Pb L). 

Di-i*odo-, di-i’od-- Chem. [f. Di- 2 + Iod(o)-.] 
Having two atoms of iodine replacing two of 
hydrogen, as di-iodomethane CH 2 Is* 

1869 Roscoe Elem. Chem. 417 Prepared by the action of 
caustic potash on di-bromo- or di-ioao-salicylic acid. 1877 
Watts Fow ties' Chem. II. 68 Di-iodomethane.. crystallises 
in colourless shining lamina of specific gravity 3*34. 

Di-Isopentyl, di-isopropyl, them . SeeDi- 2 
and Iso-. 

Dyectj obs. erron. form of Deject v. 
f Bjj U’dicant. Obs . rare. [ad. L. dljudhant- 
em, pr. pple. of dijudicdre : see next.] One who 
judges, determines, or decides. 

1661 Glanvi ll Scepsis Set, . xxvii. 226 If great Philosophers 
doubt of many things, which popular dijudicants hold as 
certain as their Creeds. 1691 Wood AtE. Oxon . II. 496 He 
.. did altogether disapprove the streightness and sloath of 
elder dijudicants. 

Dijudicate (dsiid^’dik^t),^. Now rare. [f. 
L. mjildicdt pa. ppl, stem of dijudicdre to judge, 
determine, f. di- apart (Di - l ) + jiidicare to judge.] 

a. intr. To judge or pass judgement between con- 
tending parties or in contested matters ; to deter- 
mine, decide. 

1607 Walkington Opt. Glass 3 The . . touchstone of true 
wisdome which dijudicates not according to external sem- 
blances. 1641 Brati-iwait Eng. Intelligencer h, It being 
solely in your powers to dijudicate of his necessity. 1656 
in Blount Glossogr. 1676 W. Hubbard Happiness of 
People 5 Dijudicattng of the time and season. 

lb. tram. To judge of; to pronounce judgement 
on, decide formally or authoritatively'. 

1666 J. Smith Old Age (ed. 2) 41 To dijudicate them as 
they are in themselves, and to discern them as they differ 
from all other. 1865 Pusky Eirenicon 32 [tr, Bossuet) The 
matter being dijudicated. 

Hence Diju'dieating vbL sb. 
a 1656 Hales Gold. Rem , 260 (T.) The church of Rome. . 
commends unto us the authority of the church in dedicat- 
ing of scriptures. ^ 

Dij udica'tion. Now rare. [ad. L. dijudica- 
tion- em deciding, n. of action from dijudicdre : see 
prec.] 

1. The action of judging (between matters) ; judi- 
cial distinction, discernment, discrimination. 

1549 Grindal Rem. (1843) 198 Speaking of the dijudication 
of the sacraments. 1653 H. More Conject. Cabbal. (1713) 
134 Because Dijudication implies a Duality in tire Object, 
it is called Ateucpierts. 1668 Howe Bless. Righteous (1825) 
76 Surely heaven will not render the Soul less capable of 
dijudication. 1704 J. Harris Lex. Teckn., Diacrisis, is a 
distinction and dijudication of Diseases and Symptoms. 
1833 C. Hodge Comm, Rom. xiv. 392 The former.. means 
the faculty of discrimination, .dijudication, judgment. 

2 . The pronouncing of a judgement ; authorita- 
tive decision. 

16x5 Byfield Expos. Coloss, i. 20 Discretion or dijudica- 
tion of the cause. 1631 J. Rocket Christian Sub j. xL (1658) 
123 He likewise assumes to himselfe the power of Dijudica- 
tion in all causes.^ 1677 Gale Crt. Gentiles iv. 204 Plato 
adds, .the beginning and end of this controversy ought to 
be brought to the people, but the examea and dijudication 
to the three chief Magistrates, 
f Bijirdicative, a, [f. L. ppl. stem dijildicdt- 
(see above) +-IVE.] Determinative, decisive. 

1639 Stanley Hist. Philos. III. n. 100 To number all 
tilings reference have — that is to dijudicative reason. 

f Bijll'lXge, v. Obs. rare, [ad. L. dijungFre to 
disjoin, f. di- apart (Di- 1 ) + jungere to Join.] 
irans. To disjoin, divide, separate. 

1768^74 Tucker Lt. Nat. (1852) 1. 474 The . . line of separa- 
tion dijunging the province of organism from the rest of the 
mechanism territory. 

Dik, obs. form of Dike. 

Jl Dika (darka). [W. African name.] In dika- 
bread, a vegetable substance somewhat resembling 
cocoa, prepared from the fruit of a West African 
species of mango-tree (Mangifera gabonensis). 
Dika-fat, -oil, the fatty substance of dika-bread. 

# 1859 Pharmac. Jnl. Ser. 11. I. 308 Mr. P. L. Stmmonds 
introduced to the notice of the meeting a specimen of 
Dika bread from Gaboon, on the West Coast of Africa. 
1863-72 Watts Diet. Chem. II. 330 The fruit, which is 
about as large as a swan's egg,, contains a white almond: 
haying an agreeable taste. These almonds, when coarsely- 
bruised and warm-pressed, form dika-bread, which has 
a grey colour, with white spots, smells like roasted cocoa 
and roasted flour . .and is greasy to the touch. Dika-bread 
contains a large quantity of fat. x888 W. T. l&d&mrc Anim. 

Veget. Fats 320 Dika oil, oba oil, or wild mango -oil is 
obtained from . . a tree indigenous to the west coast of Africa. 

Bi'kage, dykage. Also 7 dicage, dyckage. 

[f. Dike t--agje.] The work of diking. 

1634 (title), Boke of Accounts of the Participants of the 
Dyckage of Haitfield chace (in J. Tuckett Catal. MSS. 
Apr. {1868) 54). 1652 in Stonehouse Axholme l 1839) 91 The 
dicage and draynage of the Levell of Hatfield Chase. 


11 Dikamali (dikamarii). E. Ind. Also deca- 
malee. [Marathi dikamdlt . ] The native name of 
a resinous gum which exudes from the ends of young 
shoots of Gardenia lucida, a rubiaceous shrub of 
India. 

1858 Simmonds Diet. Trade , Decamalee-gum . , obtained 
from the Gardenia lucida of Roxburgh. 2866 Treas . 
Dot., Decaf nalee or Dikamali. 1873 H. Drury Useful 
Plants Ind. 224 A fragrant resin, known.. as Dikamali 
resin is procured from the tree, which is said to be useful in 
hospitals, 1879 F. Pollok Sport. Brit. Bwrmak I. 247 
Boil the powdered Gallnut in the oil, then add the dikkama- 
lay, and when it is melted, strain. 

Bike* dyke (doik), sb. Forms: 1-3 die, 3-5 
dik, 4 dick, 4-7 dyk, 4-9 dike, dyke,, (6 dyik, 
dycke, 7 dicke, deeke, 7-9 deek, 8 (dial.) dick. 
[OE. die masc. and (esp. in later use) fern., ditch, 
trench, cognate with OS., OFris. dik masc., mound, 
dam, MDu. dijc mound, dam, ditch, pool, Du. dijk 
dam ; MLG. dik, LG. dik, dick dam, MHG. tick 
pond, fishpond, Ger. teich pond, also (from LG.) 
dutch embankment ; Icel. dik, diki neut. ditch, fish- 
pond, Sw. dike ditch, Da. dige dam, embankment, 
formerly also 4 ditch The application thus varies 
between 4 ditch, dug out place and 4 mound 
formed by throwing up the earth’, and may in- 
clude both. The OE. die has given ditch as well 
as dike, and the conditions under which the two 
forms severally have arisen are not clear : c f. Like. 
The spelling dyke is very frequent, but not etymo- 
logical.] 

I, fl. An excavation narrow in proportion to 
its length, a long and narrow hollow dug out of 
the ground ; a Ditch, trench, or fosse. Obs. 

Used from ancient times as the boundary of lands or fields, 
as the fence of an enclosure, as the defence or part of the 
defences of a camp, castle, town, or other entrenched place. 
In such excavations water usually gathers or flows : hence 
sense 2. „ 

847 Charter in Sweet O. E. T 434 Donne on done die, 

5 ser esne done we^ fordealf. C900 By da's Hist. 1. v. (1890) 
32, & hit begyrde and gefeestnade mid dice and mid eord- 
wealle from sae to sae. 10x6 O. E. Chron. 7 May, And dulfon 
J>a anemycele die. c 1203 Lay. 15472 J?a b e die wes idoluen, 

6 allunge ideoped, pa bi-gunnen heo wal a pere die [1275 
a pan dich] ouer ah a 2300 Cursor M. 9899 iCott.i A dipe 
dik [v.rr. dick, diche] par es a-bute {pe castel] Dughtili 
wrosht wit-vten dute. c 1330 R. Brunne Chron. Wace 
(Rolls) 5829 Til he [Severus] dide make an ouerthwert 
dik, Bitwyxte to sees a ful gret strik. c 2380 Wyclif Serm. 
Sel. Wks. 1 . 12 If pe biynde lede pe blynde hope fallen in pe 
dyke. C1470 Henry Wallace n. 125 Atour the dike thai 
3eid on athir side, Schott doun the wall. 1535 Goodly 
Prymer Ps. vii. 15 He is fallen into the dyke which he 
made. 1573 Tusser Hnsb. To Rdr. (1878) 12 Here we see, 
Things severall be, And there no dike, But champion like. 
X575 Churchyard Chippes (1817) 85 The cheef capitaine 
Manneryng had his deathes wounde, and fell doune in the 
dike before the gate. 

2 . Such a hollow dug out to hold or conduct 
water ; a Ditch. 

Cf. February fill-dike : see February 2. 
c 893 K. Alfred Oros. it. iv. § 7 Ymbutan pone weall is se 
msesta die, on paem is iernende se ungefogiecesta stream. 
c'2400 Destr. . Troy 1566 With depe dikes and derke doubull 
of water. 1549 Compl. Scot. vi. 38 The fresche deu, quhilk 
of befor hed maid dikis and dailis verray done. 1594 Plat 
Jewelt-ho. 11. 60 Syr Edward Hobbie. .hath stored certeine 
dikes in the He of Sheppey, with sundrie kindes of Sea-fish, 
into which dikes by stuces, he doth let in.. change of sea- 
water. ^ 2634-5 Brereton Trav. (1844) 43 An invention well 
deserving to he put in practice in England over all moats or 
dykes, a 1687 C. Cotton Poet. Wks. (1765) xo8 In Dike 
lie, Drown’d like a Puppy. 1693 Evelyn De la Quint , 
Compl. Card. II. 184, I made, .some little dikes or water- 
courses about a foot deep . . to receive the mischievous 
waters. 1697 Dryden Virg. Georg, 1. 441 Whole sheets 
descend of slucy Rain, The Dykes are fill’d. 1791 Cotting - 
ham Inclos. Act. 28 Division drains or dikes and ditches. 
1821 Clare Fill. Minstr. I. op Some rushy dyke to jump, 
or bank to climb. X873 G. C. Davies Mount. <5- Mere vi. 
49 A heron sailed majestically away from a dyke. 

b. Extended to any water-course or channel, in- 
cluding those of natural formation. On the 
Humber, a navigable channel, as Gcole Dike , 
Doncaster Dike, etc. (A local use.) 

2616 Surfl. & Markh. Country Farms 335 The water may 
haue a descent or falling away Into some Brooke, Riuer, or 
other Dike, 1728 Pope Dune. 11. 261 Thames, The King of 
dykes ! 1853 Phillips Rivers Yorksh. viii, 216 Dikes . . in 
the low marshy grounds, the ditches, and even canals, becks, 
and rivers are so called 1883 Huddersfield Gloss., Dike 
. .a watercourse or stream, as Rushfi eld Dyke, Fenay Bridge 
Dyke, Denby Dyke, all fast-flowing water. x 838 Sheffield 
Gloss., Dike or dyke, a river or collection of water.. The 
Don or Dun at W adsley is often called ‘ t * owd dyke.' 1893 
Spectator 12 Aug. 2x3 Our sluggish East Anglian rivers, 
widening into ‘ broads ' and * dykes \ 

3 . A small pond or pool. dial. 

1788 Marshall Yorksh. Gloss., Dike.. &ho a puddle or 
small pool of water. 1847-78 Halliwell, Dyke, 2. A small 

? ond. 1877 Holdemess Gloss., Dike , a ditch ; in N[orth 
folderness], a pond. 1889 N, W. Dine. Gloss., Dyke, a 
natural lakelet, mere, or pond — as Shawn Dyke formerly on 
Brumby Common. 

*f 4 . Any hollow dug in the ground ; a pit, cave, 
or den. Obs. 

cxz$o Gen. Ex. 281 Twen heuone hit and helle dik. 
a 1340 Hampole Psalter ix. 31 He waytes in hidell as leon 
in his dyke. Ibid, cxlviil 7 Draguns ere..cumand out of 


paire diks. 1413 Pilgr. Sowle (Caxton 1483) 1. xv. xx Pie 
wyl me caste in to belle dyke, c 1440 Promp, Parv. 121/1 
Dyk fossa, fovea, antrum, ex 475 Voc. in Wr.-Wulcker 
799/26-29 Hec fossa, fovia, cavea, antra, a dyke. 

II. An embankment, wall, causeway. 

5 . 4 A bank formed by throwing the earth out of 
the ditch’ (Bosworth). 

The early existence of this sense in Eng. Is doubtful: 
probably all the OE. quotations for which it is assumed in 
Bosworth-Toller, belong to x. 

1487 Ncwminster Cartul (1878) 263 An olde casten dike. 
1535 Coverdale Isa. xxlx. 3, I wil laye sege to the rounde 
aboute and graue vp dykes agaynst ye. 1595 Dalrymple 
Leslie's Hist. Scot. iv. (1895) I. 203 The dyk betuene Abir- 
corne and clyd mouth . . be a noble capitane called Grame 
was . . douncastne .. fra quhome . . it is ^3 it called Grarnes 
Dyke. 1853 Phillips Rivers Yorksh. viii. 2x5 Earthworks 
. . constructed for defence . . Such are the dike at Flam- 
borough [etc.]. 1892 Nor thumb Id. Gloss., There are many 
earth- works of ancient date which are commonly called 
dikes. One such is known as the Black-dyke, . there are also 
several Grime's dikes, or Graham’s dikes on the Borders. 

8. A wall or fence, f a * a . cit D a 

fortification. Obs. 

CX400 Destr. TroyiS'iS Sone he raght vpon rowme, rid vp 
pe dykis, Serchit vp the soile pere pe Citie was. c 1400 
Melayne 125 And sythen pou oirne vp house and dyke. 
*535 Stewart Cron. Scot. (1858) I. 13 Syne forcit it with 
fowseis mony one, And dowbill dykes that stalwart wer of 
stone. 

b. A low wall or fence of turf or stone serving 
as a division or enclosure. 

Now the regular sense in Scotland. Dry-stone dyke, a. 
wall constructed of stones without mortar, as usual on the 
northern moors ; fail dyke , one made of sods or turf cut in 
squares. 

1x425 Wyntoun Cron. vnx. xxxvii. 112 The mwde wall 
dykis pai kest all downe. C1470 Henry Wallace hi. 133 
A maner dyk off stanys thai had maid. 1558 Q. Kennedie 
Compend. Tractive in Wodr . Soc. Misc. (18441 1. 145 The 
dyik or closure of the wyne-zard. 1609 Feslry Bks. (Surtees! 
289 For mending of the church dicke iiijd. 1637-50 Row 
Hist. Kirk <1842) 434 She. .climbed up and got over the 
dyke in to the yaird. 1774 Pennant Tour Scot l, in 1772. 
92 It was well defended by four ditches and five dikes. Ibid. 
182 A great dike of loose stones. 1802 Home Hist. Reb. v, 
He came to a dry stone dyke that was in his way. 1889 
J. M. Barrie Window in Thrums xv, Clods of earth, 
toppled from the garden dyke into the ditch. 

c. In some dialects applied to a hedge, or a fence 
of any kind. 

1567-8 Durham Depos. (Surtees) 8 \ That she should teir 
a cheffe and a neckurcheffe of a dycke. 1878 Cwnbld. Gloss., 
Dyke, deyke, a hedge. 1892 Northmnbld. Gloss., Dike , 
dyke, a fence.. applied alike to a hedge, a ditch, an earthen, 
or a stone wall when used as a fence. A dike slower is 
a hedge stake. 

7 . A ridge, embankment, long mound, or dam, 
thrown up to resist the encroachments of the sea, 
or to prevent low-lying lands from being flooded 
by seas, rivers, or streams. 

Such are the dikes of Holland, and of the English coasts 
round the Humber and Wash. 

[1531-2 Act 23 Hen. VIII, c. 5 § 2 The walles, dyches, 
bankes ... and other defenses by the costes of the seaj 
*635-56 Cowley Davideis iv. 904 The main Channel of an 
high-swoln Flood, In vain by Dikes and broken works with- 
stood. 1642 Howell For. Trav. <Arb.) 73 Seeing their 
Dikes and draynings in the Netherlands. 1703 Maundrell 
Journ. Jems. (1732) 20 A large Dike thirty yards over at 
top. 3756 Nugent Gr. Tour 1. 156 The land here is lower 
than the waters ; for which reason they have the strongest 
dams or dykes in the whole country. *766 Gibbon Decl. <$- 
F. I, xxiv. 705 The camp of Carche was protected by the 
lofty dykes of the river. _ 1832 tr. Szsmondis Ital. Rep. 
v. 107 They undertook the immense labour, .of making dikes 
to preserve the plains from the inundation of the rivers. 

b. A beavers’ dam. 

1774 Goldsm. Nat. Hist. (1776) IV. 364 They, - are equally 
industrious in the erection of their lodges, as their dikes. 

c. A jetty or pier running into the water, local. 

1789 Brand Nexvcastle II. 679 note. Query, Why are 

staiths, in the common language of the keelmen, called 
dikes? 1825 E. Mackenzie Hist Northumbld. II. 425 
A pier or dike run out at the north entrance at Blyth Har- 
bour. 

d. A raised causeway. 

1480 Caxton Chron. Eng, xxii. (1482) 21 Two other weyes 
this belyn made in bossyng thurghout the land that one is 
callyd fosse and that other fosse dyke. 1774 Goldsm. Nat. 
Hist. (1862) I. vi. v. 480 This dike, or causey, is sometimes 
ten, and sometimes twelve feet thick, at the foundation. 
1843 Prescott Mexico in. viii. (1864) 187 The Spaniards 
came on the great dike or causeway. X892 Northumbld. 
Gloss., Dikes were also frequently trackways."' 

8. jig. A barrier, obstacle, or obstruction. 

*77°. Junius Lett, xxxvi. 171 Gain a decisive victory . .or 
. . perish bravely . . behind the last dike of the prerogative. 
1821 Byron Juan m. xcv, He there builds up a formidable 
dyke Between his own and others’ intellect. 1833!. Taylor 
Fanat. vi. 165 If . . the dyke of despotism had: not bulged 
and gaped. 1855 Motley Dutch Rep. 11. i. (1866)128 A solid, 
substantial dyke against the arbitrary power which was for 
ever chafing and fretting to destroy its barriers. 

9 . Mining (Northumbi). A fissure in a stratum, 
filled up with deposited or intrusive rock ; a fault. 

1789 Brand Newcastle II. 679 Dikes are the largest kind 
of fissures., a crack. , of the solid strata. . From the matter. . 
between the two sides of the. . dike, it is denominated a clay- 
dike, stone-dike, etc. 1892 Northumbld. Gloss . , Slip dikes 
usually contain fragments of the adjacent strata. When the 
dike [= fault] interrupts the working of a seam of coal, it is 
called a down-cast dike if the continuation of the seam lies 
at a lower level,' and,, an upcast dike, if it is -continued at 
a higher level. 
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b. Hence, in Geol. A mass of mineral matter, 
usually igneous rock, filling up a fissure in the 
original strata, and sometimes rising from these 
like a mound or wall, when they have been worn 
down by denudation. 

1802 Playfair Illustr. Hutton. Th. 67 Whin, .exists, .in 
veins (called in Scotland dykes) traversing the strata. 1843 
Portlock Geol. X14 A trap dike of considerable size . . cuts 
through the chalk. 1845 Darwin Voy, Nat. xii. (1852) 261 
Shattered and baked rocks, traversed by innumerable dykes 
of greenstone. 2865 Livingstone Zambesi ix. 185 A dyke 
of black basaltic rock crosses the river. 1875 LYELL Princ. 
Geol. I. 11. xxv. 628 The inclined strata.. are intersected by 
veins or dikes of compact lava. 

c. Blue dike : see quot. 

1855 Dawson Acadian Geol. iii. 2s Near the edge of the 
upland, it [the soil] passes into a gray or bluish gray clay 
called ‘blue dike or, from the circumstance of its. contain- 
ing many vegetable fragments and fibres, ‘ corky dike 
10 , alt rib. and Comb., as dike-back , - bottom , - driver, , 
-road, - side ; dike-hopper, the wheatear ; dike- 
louper (Sc.), a person or animal (e.g. an ox or 
sheep) that leaps over fences ; fig. a transgressor of 
the laws of morality ; f dike-row, a row of trees 
bordering a field ; dike-seam, a seam or bed of 
coal worked nearly on end {dial.). 

a 1400-50 Alexander 712 J>at doune he drafe to ]>e depest 
of the dyke bothom. . 1530 Lyndesay Test. Papyngo 992 
Now dyke lowparis dois in the kirk resort. 1664 Spelman 
Gloss, s. v. Thenecimn, Ar bores crescentes circa agros pro 
dausura eorum. Volgo dicimus Dike rowes. a 1810 T anna- 
hill Barrochait Jean Poems (1846) 117 Around the peat- 
stacks, and alangst the dyke-backs. 1810 Wellington in 
Gurw. Desp. VII. 72, I request you to have the dyke roads 
on the island well ascertained and known. 1847-73 Halli- 
well, Dike-cam , a ditch bank. North. 1853 Meanderings 
of Mem. L 15 Dyke-cloistered Taddington, of cold intense. 
Ibid. 1. 57 The dikeside watch when Midnight-feeders stray. 
1876 Whitby Gloss., Diker or Dike-delver, a ditcher ; a 
digger of drains. 

Hike, dyke (ctaik), v. Also 4 (Sc.) dik. [f. 
Bike sb. OE. had dician ; but the ME. and modem 
verb is prob. a new formation.] 

X, intr. To make a dike, ditch, or excavation; 
to dig. 

[c 900 Bseda’s Hist. I. ix. § 3 (1890) 46 paer Seuerus se casere 
iu het dician and eor>wall gewyrcan.] 1377 Langl. P. PI. 
B. v. 552, I dyke and I delue, I do pat treuthe hoteth. 
c 1386 Chaucer Frol. 538 He wolde. .dyke and delue, For 
cristes sake, for euery goui-e wight. 14. . Voc. in Wr.-Wiileker 
579/43 Effodio, to dyke, or delve. C1440 Promp. Parv. xai/x 
Dyken, or make a dyke, fossa. 1483 Caxton Fables of JEsop 
2 b, He sente hym . . to dyke and delve in the erthe. c 1530 
Ploughman ty Paternoster in Ret. Ant. I. 43 He cowde . . 
dyke, hedge, and mylke a eowe. 1573 Tusser Hush, xxiii. 
{1878) 61 When frost will not suffer to dike and to hedge. 
2892 St. Brooke E. Eng. Lit. ix. 202 Men at work dyking 
and delving, ploughing and clodding. 

+ 2 . trans. To excavate, dig out (a ditch or hollow). 
c 1350 Will, Palerue 2233 pei sale, .a semlicbe quarrere.. 
al holwe newe diked. 1393 Langl. P. PL C. xxu. 363 To 
delue and dike a deop diche. 

3 . trans. To provide with a dike or dikes, in 
various senses, a. To surround with dikes or 
trenches ; to entrench. 

c 1330 R. Brunne CA?w*. (iSio) 272 Now dos Edward dike 
Berwik brode and long, Als J?ei bad him pike, and scorned 
him in per song. 1373 Barbour Bruce xvn. 271 [He] ger 
dik thame so stalwardly. c 1400 Maundev. (Roxb.)ix. 35 It 
eswele walled all aboute and dyked [fermez entour adbonz 
fosse z\. 1313 Douglas ZEneis vi. iv. 6 Ane dirk, and pro- 
found caue . . Quhilk wes weill dekkit [ed. 1353 dykit] and 
dosit for the nanis With ane foule laik. .1538 Leland l tin. 
X. 38 A praty Pile or Castelet wel dikid, now usid for a 
Prison. 1555 Watreman Bardie Facions Pref. 8 [They]. . 
diked in themselues. 

b. To enclose with an earthen or stone wall. Sc. 
c 1573 Balfour PracHcks (1754) 145 (Jam.) Anddike and 
park the samin surelie and keip thame sikkerlie. 1774 
Pennant Tour Scotl. in 1772. 336 A fortress diked round 
with stone. 

e. To defend with a dike or embankment against 
the sea or river ; in quot. 1813 absol. 

a 1687 Petty Pol. Arith. i. (1691) 14 In the Marshes, Im- 
passible ground Diked and Trenched. 1808 J, Barlow 
Columb. iv. 592 Quay the calm ports and dike the lawns 
I lave. 1813 Scott Let to Miss J. Baillie 10 Jan. in Lock- 
hart, I have Sheen, .dyking against the river. 1862 Marsh 
Eng. Lang. 50 The low lands, subject to overflow by the 
German Ocean, .were not diked. 

3 . To clean out, scour (a ditch or water-course). 

1319 Presenting Juries in Surtees M isc. {1890) 31 All watter* 
sewers. . he dykid and scoried. 1362 A ct 5 Elis. c. 13 § 7 
The Heyes, Fences, Dikes or Hedges . . shall from Time to 
Time be diked, scoured, repaired and kept low. 

4 . To place [flax or hemp) in a dike or water- 
course to steep. 

1799 A. Young Line. Agric. 164 Pull it the beginning of 
August . . Bind and dyke it ; leave it in about ten days. 

Diked, dyked (drikt), ppl a. [f. Dike + -ed.] 
Furnished with a dike or dikes. 

1830 Westm. Rev. XIII. 173 Dyked marsh owes its form- 
ation to natural phenomenon which appears to have been 
in operation for ages on the upper shores of the bay of 
Fundy. . 1884 S. E.:; Dawson Handhk. Dom. Canada 67 
The dyked meadow-lands of the Acadians. " 

Bi ke- grave- Also 7 -greave, 8- digrave, 
[a. MDu. dijegrave, mod.Du. dijkgraaf, L dijk dike 
+ graaf count, earl.] a. In Holland, an officer 
whose function it is to take charge of the dikes or 


sea-walls, b. In England (esp. Lincolnshire), 
an officer who has charge of the drains, sluices, 
and sea- banks of a district under the Court of 
Sewers; = Dike-reeve. Now only dial, (di' grave). 

1563 Court-roll Set trington in Yorksh. A rchseol. Jrnl. X. 

75 Milo Herkey et Johannes Holden electi sunt in officiis le 
dyke graues de anno sequente. 3637 Kirton-in- Lindsey 
Fine Roll in N. IV. Line. Gloss. , Of lohn Slater and William 
Ellys, dikeg reaues, for not executing their office, viij d . <7x645 
Howell Lett. 1. i. 5 The chief Dike-Grave here, is one of 
the greatest Officers of Trust in all the Province. 1672 
Marvell Poems , Char. Hollander Some small dyke-grave, 
unperceiv’d, invades The pow’r. 1721 Nenu Gen. Atlas 1x9 
The Dykegrave and his Assistants meet to take care of the 
Dykes, Sluices, Banks, and Channels., in the Rhineland. 
1721 Bailey, Dzgrave , Dike-grave , an Officer who takes care 
of Banks and Ditches. 1889 N. W. Line. Gloss., Dykegrave, 
Dykereve , a manorial or parochial officer, whose duty it is 
to superintend the dykes. 

Diker, dyker (dai’kaD. Also 5 dikar, dyeare- 
[OE. dicers , dikere, f. dic-ian to dike, to ditch ; 1 
in ME. perk. formed anew from Dike vl\ 

1. A man who constructs or works at dikes, a. I 
One who digs ditches or trenches. 

c xooo ^Elfric Gloss, in Wr.-Wulcker 149/16 Fossor , dikere. 
1377 Langl. P. PL B. vi. 109 Dikeres and delueres digged 
vp £>e balkes. X496 Dives Paup. (W. de W.) 1. xlvi. 872/1 
Labourers, deluers and dykers . . ben full poore comonly. 
1587 Fleming Cantu. Holinshed III. 1541/2 They knew not 
the order of Romneie marsh works . . for they were onelie 
good dikers and hodmen. 1723 TuoRESBY in Phil. Trans. 
XXXII. 344 When the Labourers or Dikers first discovered 
. .the Jetties, .it might be about the Depth of 8 or 10 Foot. 
1863 Kingsley Iterew. (1866) II. ix. 153 Their .. weapons 
were found at times by del vers and dykers for centuries after. 

b. One who builds enclosure walls (of earth or 
dry stone). Sc. 

1497 Ld. Treas. Acc. Scot. I. 332 The dikaris of the park 
of Falkland. 1864 Comk. Mag. Nov. 6x3 Dty -stone dykers, 
as well as masons, have twenty-four shillings per week. 
1884 J. Tait in Un . Presbyterian Mag. Apr. 156 He was to 
meat the dykers while bigging the fold dyke. j 

e. One who constructs embankments. 

1481-90 Howard Househ. Bks. (Roxb.) 5x0 Payd to Prynce, j 
the dyker, for the dykyng off ij. rodde in the old parke of a 
pond ther, viij^y. 

2. A local name of the hedge-sparrow. 

1892 Northumbld. Gloss., Diker, a hedge sparrow. 

Bi'ke-reeve, dyke-, [f. Dike sb. + Reeve: 
perhaps an alteration of dike- grave, -greave, by 
identifying its final part with the Eng. reeve , as in 
port-reeve .] An officer appointed or approved by 
the Commissioners of Sewers, to take charge of the 
drains, sluices, and sea-banks of a district of fen 
or marsh-land in England. 

1665 Act 16 & 17 Charles II, c. ix § 7 Summes of Money. . 
by the said Dykereeves and Surveyours of Sewers or any of 
them expended in and about the takeing, repairing and 
amending of any such Breach or Breaches, Goole or Gooles, 
Overflowing or Overflowings of waters. 1726 Laws of Sewers 
189 The Dyke-Reeves, Officers, or other Inhabitants there 
may set down the Slough of such Drains. 1848 Act 12 & 13 
Viet. c. 50 jj 3 To appoint one or more competent person or 
persons, being an occupier of sewable lands, .to act as dyke- 
reeve within each of such sub-districts. 1883 Notice 19 Oct. 
(Worle View of Sewers, Weston-super-Mare), Owing to the 
violence of the Gale on the 17th, a Special View of the 
Dyke Reeves was held, and your Work, .was found to re- 
quire repairing. 1894 Minute-bk. Court of Sewers, Wapen- 
take of Manley «$•£., Dec. 17 Being occupiers of not less than 
ten acres of sewable land in the Messingham District, .they 
are hereby appointed to act as dykereeves within the said 
district. 

I t Dikesmowler, dyke-, [f. Dike sb,] An 
obsolete name of the hedge-sparrow. 

x6xi Cotgr., Mari coat , an Hedge-sparrow, Dikesmowler, 
Dunnecke. [1847 in Halliwell. 2885 in Swainson Prov. 
Names Brit. Birds.] 

Dike-warden, [f. Dike + Warden : cf. way • 
warden.] = Dike-grave. 

1890 Saintsbury Ess. 233 Seithenyn, the drunken prince 
and dyke- warden. 

Biking, dyking (dsrkig), vbL sb. [OE. 
dieting, l. dic-ian to Dike: see -INGL] 

1. The action of making a dike ; the construction 
of dikes (in various senses of the sb.). 

c iooo/Elfric Gloss . in Wr.-Wulcker 149/15 Fossio, dicung. 
1377 Langl. P. PL B. vl 250 Eche a wyght wrou3te or m 
dykynge or in deluynge. i486 Nottingham Rec. III. 246 
For dykyng at the Cheynybrigg Close. 1526 Customs of 
Pale (Dillon 1892) 82 To minishe everie yere j- 1 unto the 
tune that his betterings of such dikenge be owte ot Run 
uppe. 1569 Nottingham Rec. I V, 135 For dykyng the gret 
dyke in W estcroft. 1641 Best Farm. Bks. (Surtees) 1 20 T wo 
dayes. .dykinge aboute it. 1726 Laws of Sewers x88 Keep 
the Rivers thereof with sufficient Dyking, Scouring [etc.], 
1830 N. S.Wheaton Jrnl. 464 Much of the land, .reclaimed 
from the marsh by ditching and dykeing. 1863 Carlyle 
Fredk.Gt.Yl. xvi. viu, 223 Upon this Dollart itself there is 
now to be diking tried. 1884 Manck. Exam . 6 Sept. 5/2 
The land, .wants draining, and dyking. 

2. Work consisting of dikes. 

X436/V. (Rolls) II. 155 Defens offherth and dikyng. 
1483 Catk. Angl. xoo/x A Dilcynge, fossatus. 1522 MS. 
Acc. St. John's Hosp Canterb., Paied for castyng of xxj 
roddis of dykyng. 

3 . Comb, diklng-boots, stout boots, reaching up 
to the thigh, used in ditching ; diking-mitten, a 
glove used by a diker. 

1820 Bewick Mem. (i882) 13 Equipt with an apron, an old 
dyking-mitten and a sharpened sickle, to set off among the 


whin bushes. 1877 Iloldemess Gloss . , Dikin-beeats, used 
for wading in the water and mud when diking. 

Dikkar, obs. form of Dicker sb. 1 
f Bila/cerate, ppi- <*- obs. [ad. L. dl lacerat- 
ns tom asunder, pa. pple. of dilacerare : see next.] 
Rent asunder, torn : used as ppfe- and adj. 

1602 Warner Alb. Eng. Epit. (1612) 368 England . . dila- 
cerate and infested, .by the Danes. 1608 Middleton Trick 
to catch Old-one 1. i. What may a stranger expect from thee 
but vulnera diiacerata , as the poet says, dilacerate dealing ? 
1649 Roberts Clavis Bibl. 489 His dilacerate members. 

Dilacerate (di-, dsitee'serrit), v. Also 7 de-. 
[F. ppl. stem of L. dilacerare (f. di-, dis- asunder 
(Di- !) + lacerate to tear, lacerate) ; also delacemre » 
whence the formerly frequent variant delacerate .] 
trans . To tear asunder, tear in pieces. Also fig. 
a. 1604 R. Cawdrey Table A tpk., Dilacerate, to rent in 
sunder. 16x8 Hist. Perkin Warbeck in Select. Hart. 
Misc. (1793) 80 You . . know how the house of York hath 
been dilacerated and torn in pieces by the cruel hand of 
tyrants and home-bred wolves. 1634 Sir T. Herbert Trav. 
38 Their eares are extended and dilacerated very much. 
1630 Descr. Futm'e Hist. Europe fixed. 2 The Church is 
dilacerated, the Commonwealth disjoynted. 1708 Motteux 
Rabelais iv. Iii. (1737) 2x1 All were dilacerated and spoil’d. 
3822 T. Taylor Apuleius 11 Shall we first dilacerate this 
man? 1848 J. A. Carlyle tr. Dante's Inferno (1849) 334 
See how I dilacerate myself. 

/3 . 1624 T. Scott Vox Cedi Ded. 5 The Match long 

since prophetically delacerated. 1647 R. Baron fiyprian 
Acad. 1$ Acteons dogs .. greedy to delacerate his lunbes 
instead of the innocent beast he persued. 

Hence Dila’cerated ppl. a. 

1630 A. "B.Mutat. Polemo To Rdr. 2 My poor dilacerated 
Countrey. x66 8 H. More Div. Dial. iv. xxxiii. U713) 383 
The dilacerated Empire of Rome. 

Dilaceration (di-, dsil^senT 1 jbn). Also 7 de-. 
[a. F .dilaceration (1419 in Hatzf.), ad. L. dila- 
ceration-em, n. of action from dilacerare : see prec.J 

1 . The action of rending asunder or tearing (parts 
of the body, etc.) ; the condition of being tom 
or rent. 

a. 1634 T. Johnson tr. Farcy's Ckimrg. xi. i. (1678) 278 
Wounds . . by Gunshot . . are accompanied with contusion, 
dilaceration, [etc.] 1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. in. 
xvi. 146 Conceiving a dilaceration of the . . belly of the 
viper. 1733 Arbuthnot Rules of Diet 396 Dilaceration of 
the nerveous Fibres. 1803 B. Montague tr. Bacon's Wisd. 
Ancients Whs. /Bohn i860) 259 The riddles of Sphinx. . 
have two conditions annexed, .dilaceration to those who do 
not solve them, and empire to those that do. 1838 New 
Monthly Mag. LIV, 403 His right-hand nails . . threatened 
instant dilaceration, 

fig. 1345 Joye Exp. Dan. xi. CC ij b, Many dilaceracions 
& divisions. x6xo Healey SLAug. Citie of God 731 His 
nobles .. after his death making . . a dilacerarion of his 
monarchy. 1808 Lamb Char. Dram. Writ., Ford Wks. 
£31/2 This dilaceration of the spirit and exenteration of the 
inmost mind. 

1624 T. Scott Vox Cedi 58 God himselfe hath. .Con- 
firmed the breach and delaceration of the [Spanish] Match. 
1727 Bailey vol. II, Delaceration, a tearing in pieces. 1733 
in Johnson. 1883 in Syd. Sec. Lex., Delaceration. ^ 

2 . spec. In Dental Surgery, used ‘to describe a 
condition of tooth, resulting from displacement of 
the calcified portion from the tissues which are 
instrumental in its production, the development 
being continued after the normal position of the 
calcified part has been lost * (Syd. Soc. Lex.). 

1839 J. Tomes Dental Surg. 164 The crown and the fang 
being joined at an angle, presenting that peculiarity of con- 
formation which has been denominated dilaceration . 1878 
T. Bryant Pract. Surg, L 562 Dilaceration is due to a 
shifting of the forming tooth on its base. 

Bilactic (doilse'ktik), a. Chem . [f. Di- 2 2 + 
Lactic,] In Dilactic acid, a pale yellow, amor- 
phous, easily fusible substance, lormed, along with 
lactide, by heating lactic acid. Formula C c H 10 Q § . 
2(C S H 4 O) • 0 2 H 2 . Its salts are X>ila*ctates, 

(So called because it contains two equivalents of lactyl, 
: Cs H4 O, the radical of lactic acid.) 



Gr. di-, Di- z + \dp&da the letter lambda, A + o8ovr- 
tooth.] Having oblong molar teeth with two A- 
or V-shaped ridges ; as is the case with the Insec- 
tivorous Mammals of the northern hemisphere, the 
mole, hedgehog, etc. 

Dilammation (doiljemin^-Jan). Bot. [n. of 
action from L. dilamindre to split in two, f. di- 9 
dis- asunder 4* lamina thin plate, layer.] Separation 
into laminae, or splitting off of a lamina. , 

1849 Balfour Man. Bot. 184 A process of dilamination, or 
chorization. ' . 1875 Ibid. (ed. 5) 371 Parts of the flower are 
often increased by a process of deduplication, unlining, dila- 
mination, or chorization, L e. the separation of a lamina 
from organs already formed. 1883 Syd. Soc. Lex., Dilce- 
minaiion, the separation into layers of parts originally con- 
tinuous. 

t Dilapidate, V- Obs. [f. L. dilamat- ppl. stem 
of dilanidre to tear in pieces, f. , di- apart + lanidre 
to tear.] trans. To rend or tear in pieces. Hence 
DHamiated. $$. a. 

1333 W. Overbury Let. to Crumwel in Strype Eccl. Mem. 
I. xxix. 206 There he many perverse men, which do dilaniate 
the flock of Christ. 1597 ist Ft. Return fr, Parnass. iii. L 
965, 1 have restored thy dylaniated back . . to those prittie 
clothes wherin thou now walkest. 7644 Howell Eng. Tearf 
in Hart. Misc . (Malh.) V. 451 Rather than they would 
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dilaniate the in trails of their own mother, fair Italy . . they 
met halfway, 1653 W. Sclater Fun. Serm. (1654) 8 Being 
dilaniated, and rent in his body. 

t Bilania*tioai. Ohs. [n. of action f. prec, ; 
cf. L. lanidtidn-em tearing.] The action of tearing 
or rending in pieces, 

2569 J. Sanford tr. Agrippa's Van. Aries ixb, The di- 
laniation of Bacchus, a 2656 Bp. Hall Wks. (1837-9) VI, 
348 (D.) To challenge and provoke the furious lions to his 
dilaniation. 1690 Seer. Hist. Chas. II $ Jas. II 33 The 
scars of his cruel dilaniations. 

f Bila’pi&ate, ///. a. Ohs. or arch. Also 7 
delapidat. [ad. L. dilapidat-us, pa. pple. of di- 
lapiddre : see next.] —Dilapidated. (Chiefly as 
pa. pple.) 

1590 [see next 2]. 1638 Sir T. Herbert Trav. (ed. 2) 214 

It was taken An. 1622, and .by them delapidat and depopu- 
lated. z86s Kingsley Herew. (1866) I. i. 29 The keep even 
in Leland’s time . . somewhat dilapidate. 

Dilapidate (dilse-pktek), v. Also 7-9 de». 
[ad. L. dilapidare lit . 1 to scatter as if throwing 
stones to throw away, destroy, f. di-, dis- asunder 
+lapidare to throw stones, f. lapid-em stone. Taken 
in Eng. in a more literal sense than was usual in L.] 

1 . trans. To bring (a building) into a state of 
decay or of partial ruin. Also fig. 

1570 Levins Manip. 41/36 To Dilapidate, dilapidare. 2634 
Sir T. Herbert Trav. 216 A ruined Chappell, .built by the 
Spaniard, and delapidated by the Dutch. 1706 Sibbald 
Hist. Piets in Misc. Scot. I. in It has been sadly dilapi- 
dated of late, to obtain stones to build a house. 1824 w. 
Irving T. Trav. I. 14 The whole side was dilapidated, and 
seemed like the wing of a house shut up. 1854 Lowell 
Jrnl. Italy Prose Wks. 1890 I. 208 His whole figure sud- 
denly dilapidates itself, assuming a tremble of professional 
weakness. 

2 . Jig. To waste, squander (a benefice or estate). 

1590 in Row Hist. Kirk (Maitland) 408 All quho have 

dilapidat benefices .. to the prejudice of the Kirk. 1642 
Fuller Holy $ Prof .St. in. vi. 168 Those who by overbuild- 
ing their houses have dilapidated their lands, a 1711 Ken 
Serm. Wks. (1838) 160 Nothing.. more certainly dilapidates 
their estates, .than the surfeits of intemperance.^ 1844 L1N- 
gard Anglo-Sax. Ch. (1858) I. vi. 234 note, Having dilapi- 
dated the revenues. 

absol. 1692 H. Wharton Def. Pluralities 159 (T.) Many 
pluralists . .do neither dilapidate, nor neglect alms. 

3 . intr . To become dilapidated; to fall into 
ruin, decay, or disrepair. 

1712 Prideaux Direct. Ch.-wardens (ed. 4) 25 [Charged] 
with the supervisaL.of . .the.. House, to see that [it] be 
[not] permitted to dilapidate and fall into decay. 5775 
Johnson Joum. West. I si., Elgin, The church of Elgin .. 
was. .shamefully suffered to dilapidate by deliberate robbery 
and frigid indifference. 1858 De Quincey Pope Wks. IX. 30 
To find one’s fortune dilapidating by changes so rapid. 
Hence Dilapidating///, a. 

1779-81 Johnson L. P., Dyer \ In the neighbourhood of 
dilapidating Edifices. 1805 Whitaker Hist. Craven 500 
How .. are our dilapidating churches to be rebuilt? 1854 
H. Miller Sch. Schm. 11858) 220 Thirty years .. [have] 
exerted their dilapidating effects on [the obelisks]. 

Dilapidated (dilapidated), ppl. a. [f. prec. 
+ -ED I.] Fallen into ruin or disrepair; ruined, 
impaired, broken down. (lit. and Jig.) 

a 1806 Bp. HoRSLEY/?<?rm. xxxv. (R.), The inconvenience 
of succeeding to dilapidated houses. 1817 Sir J. Newport 
in Pari. Deb. 1484 The danger was to be apprehended from 
the dilapidated state of the finances. 1865 Dickens Mut. 
Fr. n. i, A dilapidated old country villa. 1874 Rushin Fors 
Clav. IV. xxxvii. 2 A large and dilapidated pair of woman’s 
shoes; 

Dilapidation (dila^id^-Jbn). Also 5-9 de-. 
[ad. L. dilapidation- em a squandering, n. of action 
f. dtlapiddre : see Dilapidate v.~\ 

1 . The action of dilapidating or expending waste- 
fully ; wasteful expenditure, squandering. 

c 1460 Fortescue A 6 s. fy Lint. Mon. x, Sellynge off a 
kynges livelod, is propirly callid delapidacion off his crowne. 
1604 R. Cawdrey Table A iph. , Dilapidation, wasteful! 
spending, or suffering Jo goe to decay. x 63 a Burnet Rights 
Princes Pref. 24 Against the Dilapidations of the Revenues 
of the Church. 1798 Malthus Popul. (1878) 427 The dilapi- 
dation of the national resources. 1818 Hallam Mid. Ages 
viii. hi. (1855) III. 160 The dilapidation which had taken 
place in the royal demesnes. 

2 . The action of bringing (a building, etc.) into 
ruin, decay, or disrepair. 

1820 W. Irving Sketch Bk. I. 272 Subject to the dilapida- 
tions of time and the caprice of fashion. 1886 A ct 49-50 
Viet. c. 29. § 1 (3) The crofter shall not. .persistently injure 
the holding by the dilapidation of buildings. 

3 . Law. The action of pulling down, allowing to 
fall into a state of disrepair, or in any way impairing 
ecclesiastical property belongingto an incumbency. 

1x425 Wyntoun Cron. ix. xx. 116 Ane auld abbote swa 
put downe For opyn dilapidatioune. 15x1 Colet Serm. to 
Conuocacion A vi] a, . Suynge for tithes, for offrynge, for 
mortuaries, for delapidations, by the right and title of the 
churche. 42x6x3 Overbury Charac., Ordinary Widdow 
Wks. (1856) 140 A churchman she dare not venture upon ; 
for she hath heard widowes complain of dilapidations. 
*768 Blackstone Comm. III. pi Dilapidations, .area kind 
of ecclesiastical waste, either voluntary, by pulling down ; or 
permissive, by suffering the chancel, parsonagediouse, and 
other buildings, .to decay, 1874 M icklethwaite Mod. Par. 
Churches 237 Experience in the valuation of dilapidations. 

b. loosely. The sums charged against an incum- 
bent or his representatives to make good such 
damage incurred during his incumbency. 

*553 Dane. Wills (1857 ) H. 263, I thinke my successors 
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cannot .. requyer any dylapidacions flfbr Sefton. s868 
MiUvtAN St. Paid's 317 Considerable sums as dilapidations 
for the repair of the body of the church. 

attrib. 1772 Ann. Reg. 145 His Lordship ..will lay out 
the dilapidation sum. .in building a house for the see. _ 

4 . The action of falling into decay ; the condition 
of being in ruins or in disrepair, (lit. and fig.). 

1638 S1RT. Herbert Trav. (ed. 2)219 The Calyph pittied 
her delapidations, and . . begun to reare her up againe, and 
builded [etc.]. 1684 Goodman Winter Evening Confer. 1. 

(L.), By keeping a strict account of incomes and expences, 
a man might easily preserve an estate from dilapidation. 
1796 Morse Arner. Geog. I. 507 The works .. are in such 
a state of delapidation. xS6o Mrs. Harvey Cruise Claymore 
xu 303 In striking contrast to the wretched delapidation of 
the Holy Sepulchre. x86x F. Hall in Jrnl. Asiat. Soc. 
Bengal 14 An edifice now lying in littered dilapidation. 

5 . The falling of stones or masses oi rock from 
mountains or cliffs by natural agency. 

1794 Sullivan View Nat. II, 165 In the course of time 
they shall be exposed from the dilapidations of the moun- 
tain. x8x6 Keatinge 7'rav. (18x7) I. 61 The dilapidation 
taking place on the east, has caused an opening . . into the 
heart of the mountain. 1875 Lyell Pnnc . Geol. 1 . 11. xv. 356 
The rocks have been suffering from, dilapidation. 

b. concr. A mass or collection of stone which 
has fallen from a mountain or height ; debris. 

x8x6 Keatinge Trav. (1817) I. 68 Masses of dilapidation 
of various sizes. Ibid. II. 48 The whole tract is covered 
with reduced dilapidation, either hornstone, trapp, or basalt. 

Dilapidator (dilse-pkteitsi). [agent-n., in L. 
form, from dilapidare : see Dilapidate v. and -oa. 
Cf. F. dilapidateur (15th c. in Hatz.-Darm.] One 
who dilapidates or brings into a ruinous condition ; 
one who allows a building to fall into disrepair. 

1692 H. Wharton Def. Pluralities 156 (T.)_ You shall 
seldom see a non-resident, but he is also a dilapidator. 1697 
Bp. of Lincoln Adv. Clergy 33 Dilapidators many times die 
insolvent and so leave the whole Burden of the Repair upon 
the Successour. 1812 Sir R. Wilson Priv. Diary l. 39, 
I only allowed myself to become a purchaser and not a dilapi- 
dator. 1890 Tablet 24 May 8x3 Power to restrain both 
builders and dilapidators within reasonable limits. 

Dilapse, var. of Delapse to slip down. 

x8x6 Keatinge Trav. (1817) I. 149 A round hill, one side 
of which has dilapsed nearly perpendicularly. 

Dilash, var. of Delash v. Ohs ., to let off. 

1582 8 Hist. James VI (1804) 209 He cawsit dilashe sum 
cannons in face of the fyre, to terifie the people to ap- 
proach. 

Dilatability (dail^tabrliti, di-). [f. next : 

see -ity.] The quality of being dilatable, capacity 
of being dilated. 

3691 Ray Creation 1. (1714) 28 We take notice of the 
wonderful dilatability or extensiveness of the throats .. of 
serpents. 1773 Phil. Trans. LXIII. 435 Substances that. . 
differed in their dilatability. 1826 Henry Eleni. Cheni. 1 . 138 
The law of the dilatability of gases by heat has already 
heen stated. 1875 Croll Climate $ T. vii. xt6 Taking the 
dilatability of sea water to be the same as that of fresh. 

Dilatabla (doil^lab’l, di-), a. [f. Dilate v. 
+• -able. Cf. Y.dilatable (Cotgr. 1611).] Capable 
of being dilated, widened out, extended, or en- 
larged ; expansible. 

1610 Healey St. Aug. Citie of Godxi. v. (1620) 291 They 
will neither make God’s essence dilatable nor hmitable. 
a 16 91 Boyle Hist. Airu (1692) 1 That thin.. compressible 
and dilatable Body in which we breath. 1782 A. Monro 
Compar. Anat. (ed. 3) 28 Owls .. have the pupil very dilat- 
able. 1851 Herschel Stud. Nat. Phil. 111. v. 3x9 Of the 
several forms of natural bodies, gases and vapours are ob- 
served to be most dilatable. 

Hence Dila-tableness. 

1727 Bailey vol. II., Dilatableness, capableness of being 
widened. 

f Dilatable, a. Ohs., erroneous f. Delitable 
( also diletahil , dutiable, etc.). 

CX400 tr. Secreta Secret., Gov. Lordsh, 57 A lyf hat may 
noght be chaungyd, a kyngdome ay lastand dilatable. 

Dilatancy (dsil^-tansi, di-). [f. next: see 

-anct.] The property of dilating or expanding ; 
spec, that of expanding in bulk with change of 
shape, exhibited by granular masses, and due to 
the increase of space between their rigid particles 
when their position is changed, 

1885 0 . Reynolds in Proc. Brit. Assoc. 896 (title) On the 
Dilatancy of Media composed of Rigid Particles in Contact. 
— Ibid., A very fundamental property of granular masses. 
To this Property he [O. Reynolds] gave the name of dilat- 
ancy. It is exhibited in any arrangement of particles where 
change of bulk is dependent upon change of shape. x886 
Sat. Rev. 28 Aug; 295 Owens College had at that time only 
begun to display its ‘ dilatancy \ if we may make bold to 
use a term recently applied by one of its professors to a 
force which he claims to have discovered in the physical 
world. 

Bilatant (dril^'tant, di-), a. and sb. [ad. L. 
dildtdnt-em (or a. F. dilatant ) pr. pple. of L. dild- 
tdre (F. dilater) to Dilate : see -ant.] 

A. adj. Dilating, expanding; expansive. 

1841 Erased s Mag. XXIII. 2x6 My mind had greatly the 
advantage' of my body; this being small, mean, and un- 
seemly, that capacious, lively, and dilatant. 3885 O. Rey- 
nolds in Proc. Brit. Assoc. 897 When the dilatant material, 
such as shot or sand, is bounded by smooth surfaces, the 
layer of grains adjacent to the surface is in a condition dif- 
fering from that of the grains within the mass. 

B. sb. a, A substance having the property of 
dilating or expanding, b. A surgical instrument 
used for dilating, a dilatator. 


f DiTatate, V. Ohs. [f. L. dlldtdt - ppl. stem of 
dilatdre : see Dilate v.t] ~ Dilate v.'f. 

1613 Jackson Creed n. 259 Such pleasant obiects as might 
dilatate the heart and spirites. 

Dzlatate (dsi'l/t^ t), ppl. a. Zool. [ad. L. di- 
Idtdt-ns, pa. pple. of dilatdre to Dilate.] Dilated. 

1846 Dana Zooph. (1845) 134 Sparingly dilatate at each 
extremity. 

Dilatation (d9i]<ft^*j9n). [a. OF. dilatation , 
-ation (14th c. in Hatz.-Darm.) - It. dilatazione, 
Sp. dilatation , ad. L. dlldtdt ion- cm, n. of action f. 
dildtd-re to Dilate v 2 ] 

1 . The action or process of dilating ; the condition 
of being dilated ; widening out, expansion, enlarge- 
ment. (Chiefly in Physics and Physiol.) 

cx 400 Lan franc's Cirurg. 66 And if J>at j> e blood go out 
of arterie J>ou schalt knowe it bi construccion and dilatacion 
of pe same arterie. X589 Cogan Haven Health eexliii (1636) 
299 By blowing of tbe winde or dilatation of the ayre. x66o 
Boyle New Exp. Phys. Mech. i. 28 It appears not that any 
compression of the Air preceded its spontaneous Dilatation 
or Expansion of it self. 1685 — Effects of Mot. ix. xo8 The 
dilatation of metals . . by Heat. 1732 Arbuthnot R ules oj 
Diet 389 There may be a Dropsy . . by a Dilatation of the 
serous Vessels. 1826 H enry Elem.Ckem. 1 . 80 The expansion 
or dilatation of bodies . . is an almost universal effect of an 
increase of temperature. 1849 Mrs. Somerville Connect. 
Phys. Sc. xvii. 156 Alternate condensations and dilatations of 
the strata. 1871 W. A. Hammond Dis. Nerv. Syst. 46 The 
emotions of shame, of anger, and others, cause the face to 
become red from dilatation of the blood-vessels. 
fig, 1659 Stanley Hist. Philos, xni. (1701) 590/2 Pleasure 
. .is produced with a kind of dilatation and exaltation of the 
Soul. 1762 Kames Etem. Crit. (1833) 221 We feel a gradual 
dilatation of mind. 1877 Wraxall Hugo's Mis enables iv. 
xlix. 33 There is a dilatation of thought peculiar to the 
vicinity of a tomb. 

b. concr. A dilated form, formation, or portion 
of any structure. 

1833 Thirlwall in Philol. Museum II. 163 Memnon is 
only a dilatation of Menon. 1854 Woodward Mollusca u, 
i6t A similar contractile dilatation exists at the end of the 
foot. 1857 Berkeley Cryptog. Bot . § 73 The only semblance 
of a root is a little dilatation of the base. . x86i Hulme tr. 
Moquin-Tandon 11. 1. 43 This dilatation divides the diges- 
tive canal into three parts. 

2 . The spreading abroad, extension, expansion (of 
immaterial or abstract things), arch. 

1448 Will of Hen. VI. in Willis and Clark Cambridge (1886) 
I. 353 Dilatacion, and stablisshement of christen feith. 
1610 Bp. Carleton Juried. 174 For preseruation and dilata- 
tion of peace and iustice. 1646 SirJ. Temple Irish Rebell. 
65 Before I . . come to declare the universal dilatation of [the 
rebellion] throughout the whole kingdom. 1839 ^ DL - Wise- 
man Catk. <§• Angl. Ch. Ess. (1853) II. 232 To the end of 
the world, room will be left for the dilatation of religion. 

3 . The action or practice of dilating upon a sub- 
ject in speech or writing; amplification, enlarge- 
ment, diffuse treatment. 

c 1386 Chaucer Man of Law's T. 134 What needeth gretter 
dilatacioun ? c 1440 Capgrave Life St. Kath. iv. 2278 But 
this dilatacyon . .longeth not to this lyf present. 1605 Bacon 
Adv. Learn, n. vii. § 5. 28 God [is] Holy in the description 
or dilatation of his workes. 1645 G aule Cases Consc . (1 646) 4, 
I resolue against all such dilatations in this Epitome. 1779 
Johnson L. P , Dryden Wks. II. 428 Little more than 
a dilatation of the praise given it by Pope. 1873 Lowell 
Among my Books Ser. 21. 285, 1 have spoken of Spenser's 
fondness for dilatation as respects thoughts and images. 

Hence Dilata*tionaX a., of or pertaining to a di- 
latation. 

1884 Bower & Scott De Bary's Phaner. 539 The first 
dilatational bands of the external cortex. 1895 Story- 
Maskklyne Crystallogr. i. ix The dilatational changes re- 
sulting from variation of temperature in a crystal. 

Biiatative (doiD l *tativ, doi*l/t^tiv), a. [f. L. 
dlldtdt ppl. stem of dilatdre + -ive.] Of the nature 
of or tending to dilatation. 

^ 1727-51 Chambers Cycl. s. v. Dilatation, A new impetus 
is impressed thereon, from the dilatative cause. 1740 Stack 
in Phil. Trans. XLI. 429 Therefore the dilatative Effort of 
the Layers increases with the Layers in a greater Propor- 
tion than these Layers. 

Dilatator (dri-l/ttfhtai). [a. L. dilatator, agent- 
n. from dildtd-re to Dilate. In F. dilataieur 
(Cotgr. 1611). When treated as Latin, the stress 
is on the third syllable.] a. Anat. A muscle which 
dilates or expands a part ; also attrib. b. Surgery . 
An instrument for dilating or distending an opening. 
(Also Dilater, and less correctly Dilator.) 

x6xx Cotgr., Dilataieur, a dilatator, inlarger, widener; 
extender. 1878 Bell Gegenbaur's Comp. Anat. 571 In the 
Reptilia these are replaced by a constrictor and a dilatator 
muscle. 1883 Syd. Soc. Lex., Dilata'tor, a widener. Ap- 
plied to certain muscles whose office is to widen or dilate 
the parts on which they act ; also applied to instruments for 
opening or enlarging the entrances to cavities or passages. 

Dilatatory (doil^i-tatori). Surg. Also in Lat. 
form -oTitun. [ad. F. dtiatatoire (1 6th c. in Hatz.- 
Darm.), ad. med. or modJL.dildtdtdrium (see quot. 
1731% f. L. dilaiaU, ppl. stem of dildtd-re to dilate.] 
An instrument for dilating a part or organ. 

x6xx Cotgr., Dtiatatoire , a dilatatorie or inlarger; an 
Instrument wherewith Chirurgions open those partes that by 
sicknesse, or other accident, are too much closed. 1656 in 
Blount Glossogr. 1706 Phillips Dilatatory or Dilater. 
X731-X800 Bailey, Dilatatorium (with Surgeons) an instru- 
ment to open any part, as the mouth, womb or fundament 
1823 Crabb Techy. Diet., Dilatatdrium (Surg.), a surgical 
instrument for dilating the mouth; also Lor pulling barbed 
irons out of a wound. 2883 Syd. Soc. Lex., Dilatatdrium. 


DILATE, 


361 


DILATOMETEB. 


t Dila*te, v . 1 Obs. Also 4 deleate, 5 dylate, 
5-6 de-. [a. F. dilater to defer, delay, temporize, 
ad mecl.L. dlldtdre to defer, delay, put off, pro- 
tract, freq. of differre to Defee : cf. Dilatory. 
The sense ‘prolong' comes so near ‘ enlarge 
* expand or 4 set forth at length \ in Dilate v 2 , 
that the two verbs were probably not thought of as 
distinct words.] 

1 . trans. To delay, defer, 

1399 Pol. Poems (Rolls) II. 14 To 3ive ous pes, which 
longe hath be deleated. 1483 Caxton Chas. Gt. 45 Thou 
oughtest to dylate the vengeaunce tyll the furour be passed. 
c 1485 Digby Myst. 11. 497 To delate yt any lenger yt ys not 
best. 1556 J. Heywood Spider 4- F. lii. 19 Without more 
time delated. 1574 Hellowes Gueuards Fam. Ep, (1577) 
158 Sometimes the sorrowful sutor doth more feele a rough 
word they speake, then the Justice they dilate. 1581 T. 
Howell Denises (1879) 2I 3 Some.. with delayes the matter 
will delate. 1620 Shelton Quix. II. iv. ix. 120 Why dost 
thou with these so many untoward breathings delate the 
making of mine end happy 1 

2 . To extend in time, protract, prolong, lengthen. 

1489 Caxton Faytes of A. 11. vi. 103 The cas happed that 

the battaylle was somwhat dylatea. 1596 Bell Surv. 
Popery n. n. v. 168 These houres are sometimes dilated. 
1658 Osborn Adv. Son (1673') 146 A.', way to dilate a remem- 
brance beyond the banks of Forgetfulness. 

Hence Dila*ted ppl. a Dilating vbl. sb. 

1509-10 Act x Hen. Fill, c. 4, Preamb., Delatyng of so 
longe tyme. 1556 J. Heywood Spider <S- F. xxxv. 10 With- 
out more delated delate. <2 x657 Loveday Lett. (1663) 165 
Your dilated resolutions of seeing London. 

Dilate (di-, dail^’t), vf Also 6-7 delate, 
[a. F. dilate-r (Oresme, 14th c.), ad. L. dlldtdre to 
spread out, amplify, extend, widen, f. dl~, dis- (Dis- 
1) + lat-us broad, wide.] 

1 . trans. To make wider or larger ; to increase 
the width of, widen ; to expand, amplify, enlarge. 

1528 Paynel Salome's Regim. Y b, Lekes delate the 
matrice. 1555 Eden Decades 261 A 1 thynges. .are dilated 
byheate. 1579 Twyne Phisicke agst. Fort. 11. Ep, Ded. 
x6x a, I might dilate this discourse with a thousand argu- 
mentes. 2646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. m. xxi. 162 It is 
enforced to dilate and hold open the jawes. 1697 Potter 
Antiq. Greece in. xvi. (1715) 135 The sails were contracted, 
dilated, or chang’d from one side to another. 1749 Smollett 
Regicide iv. y, while the deep groan Dilates thy lab'ring 
breast? 1835-4$ Todd Cycl. Anat . 1.403/2, Haller found 
..the bladder so dilated that it was capable of containing 
twenty pounds of water. 1851 Hersckel Stud. Nat. Phil « 
11. vii. 193 Heat dilates matter with an irresistible force, 
b .fig. 

c 1450 tr. De Imitationem. hv, Dilate bin herte, & resceyue 
his holy inspiracion wij> all maner desir. 1526 Pilgr. Perf. 
(W. de W. 1531) 275 b, Holy charite . . dilateth & spredeth 
the herte of man or woman. 1625 F. Markham Bk. Hon. 
11. ii. 47 Another sort, who haue dilated and made excellent 
their bloods, by the great happiness of their fortunate Issues 
and Noble Matches or Mariages. 1704 Hearne Duct. 
Hist. (1714) 1 . 139 The Reader may take Eachard’s Roman 
History as being, .proper to dilate the Student’s knowledge 
in Roman Affairs. 1871 Farrar Witn. Hist. v. 193 As we 
have seen, it [Christianity] dilates our whole being. 

C. ref. 

1539 Taverner Erasm. Prov. (1552') 60 We be therefore 
warned that we dylate not our selues beyond our condition 
and state. 1653 Wharton Disc. Comets Wks. (1683) 149 
There at first appeared a small Comet, afterward it mounted 
and dilated it self on high. 17x5 Leoni Palladio's Archil. 
(1742) 1 . 5 Copper is . . very pliable, and dilates it self into very 
thin Leaves. 1875 Jowett Plato (ed. 2) III. 379 Will he 
not dilate and elevate himself in the fulness of vain pomp 
and senseless pride? 

+ 2 . To spread abroad; to extend, diffuse, or 
disperse through a wide space or region, lit. and 
fig. Obs . 

1430 Instr. A mb ass. in Rymer Foedera{ 1710) X. 725 Chris- 
ten Feithand beleue had. .be dilated through the World. 
1520 Caxton’ s Chron. Eng. in. 2ob/t In al this tyme the 
Empyre of Rome was not dylated passynge 12 myle. 1548-77 
Vicary Anat. ii. (1888) 21 This Artere. .is more obedient to 
be delated abrode through al the lunges. 1549 Compl. Scotl. 
Epist. 1 The immortal gloir. .is abundantly dilatit athort al 
cuntreis. 1590 Spenser F. Q. ii. xii. 53 Bowes and braunches 
which did broad dilate Their clasping armes. 1664 Evelyn 
Sylva(x6jg) 4 The tree being of a kind apt to dilate its roots. 
1719 J. T. Philipps tr. 34 Conferences 348 This Juncture., 
favourable for dilating the Knowledge of Christ among these 
Nations, 
b. reft. 

x66o R. Coke Power <$• Subf. 258 The curing of this Gan- 
grene so dilating it self both in Church, Court and State. 
X702 Echard Eccl. Hist. (1710) 246 The joy of which prefer- 
ment . . dilated itself through all the Roman empire. 

3 . intr. (for rejd.) To become wider or larger ; 
to spread out, widen, enlarge, expand. 

1636 G. S andys Paraphr. Ps. 107 And Naphtali, which 
borders on Old Jordan, where his stream dilates. 1641 
Wilkins Math. Magick n.v. (1648) 182 Shall be like the fins 
of a fish to contract and dilate, 1822 Lamb Elia Ser. l 
Praise Chimney sw ., The nostrils o f the young rogues dilated 
at the savour, 1849 Miss Mulock Ogilvies ii, Her eye 
dilating and her cheek glowing. 1871 B. Stewart Heat 
§ 32 When a body increases in temperature it also expands 
in volume or dilates. 1879 Harlan Eyesight ii. 16 The 
pupil has the property of contracting and dilating, 
b. fig. To expand itself ; + to have full scope. 
1651 N. Bacon Disc. Govt. Eng. it. xiil (1739) 73 The 
Duke of Gloucester was of such noble parts, that they could 
hardly dilate in any work inferior to the Government of 
a Kingdom^ 1847 H. Rogers Ess. I. v. 260 These flimsy 
objections dilate into monstrous dimensions. 1863 Draper 
Intell. Devel. Europe iii. (1865) 66 A false inference like this 
soon dilated into a general doctrine* 


f 4 . trans. ' To relate, describe, or set forth at 
length; to enlarge or expatiate upon. Obs. 

1393 Gower Conflll. xgo It nedeth nought that I dilate 
The pris which preised is algate. c 3460 Capgrave Chron. 1 
It plesed me. .to gaderaschort remembrance of elde stories, 
that whanne I ioke upon hem. . I can sone dilate the circum- 
staunses. a 2533 Frith Disput . Purgat. Prol. (1829) 94 
Rastell hath enterprised to dilate this matter, and hath 
divided it into three Dialogues. 2633 Lithgow Treat, viii. 
346 Having met with some of their Brethren . . and delated 
to them their deathes. c 2790 Cowper Comm . Milton's P. L . 
11. 1024-33 It is . . a common thing with poets to touch 
slightly beforehand, a subject which they mean to dilate in 
the sequel. 1801 Gouv. Morris in Sparks Life fy Writ. 
(1832) III. 150, I dare give only hints ; it would be presump- 
tuous to dilate them. 

5. intr. To discourse or write at large ; to en- 
large, expatiate. Const. + ^(obs.), on, upon . 

2560 Whitehorne Arte Warre (1588) 105, I might haue 
delated more vpon the seruice on horsebacke, and after haue 
reasoned of the warre on the Sea. 2592 Nashe P. Pentlesse 
(ed. 2) 13 a, Experience reproues me for a foole, for delating 
on so manifest a case. 2609 W. M. Man in Moone (1849) 25, 

I could amply delate of thy sinne, but I know it needlesse. 
2689-92 Locke Toleration iii. vii. Wks. 1727 II. 379 The 
terrible Consequences you dilate on . . I leave you for your 
private use. 2697 Collier Ess. Mor. Subj. 1. (1709) 238 
Were it not too sad an Argument to dilate upon. 2786 T. 
Jefferson Writ. (1859) II. 33 You were dilating with your 
new acquaintances. 1820 Lamb Elia Ser. 1. South-sea Ho. % 
How would he dilate into secret history. 2838 Dickens 
Nich, Nick, xxvi, She proceeded to dilate upon the perfec- 
tions of Miss Nickleby, 2862 F. Hall in fml. Asiat. 
Soc. Bengal 146 But it is needless to dilate. 2874 Stubbs 
Const. Hist. (2875) Hl.xviii. 222 The chancellor, .dilated at 
length on the perjuries of Duke Philip. 

tb. rejl. To express oneself at length or dif- 
fusely. Obs. rare. 

1644 Digby Nat. Bodies n. (1645) 9 Concerning which wee 
shall not need to dilate our selves any further. 1655 Fuller 
Ch. Hist. iv. i. § 6 In process of time, Wicliffe might delate 
himself in supplemental and additional Opinions, a 2672 
Wood Life (Oxf. Hist. Soc.) I. 161 Dr. Richard Gardiner., 
dilating himself on Christ’s miracle of turning water in to wine. 

Dilate (doil^-t), a. arch . Also 7 delate. [In 
form, ad. L. dilat-us carried in different ways, 
spread abroad, dispersed, published, pa. pple. of 
differre', but in sense, answering to L. dilatat-us , 
widened, expanded, and so perh. short for dilated.] 
— Dilated, widely extended or expanded. 

1472 Ripley Comp. Alch. xi. in Ashm. (1652) 182 With 
mykyll more Lycour dylate. 1603 B. Jonson Sejanus 1. ii, 
Instructed With so dilate and absolute a power. 1614 W. B. 
Philosopher's Banquet (ed. 2) 12 A minde so delate and 
ample. 1677 Hale Prim. Orig. Man. u. vii. 187 The Seas 
possibly more dilate and extended. 2803 W. Taylor in Ann. 
Rev. I. 301 Who narrates with dilate diffusion. 1883 Fenn 
Ells Childr. III. m. ii. 180 Her dilate and frightened eyes 
softened with tears. 

f Dila*te, sb. Obs. rare . [f. Dilate ». 2 ] » 
Dilatation 3. 

1595 Markham Sir R. Grinvile (Arb.) 58 Thanks hardie 
Midleton for thy dilate. 

Dilate, obs. form of Delate, Delete. 

Dilated (doil^-ted), ppl. a . [f. Dilate v 2 + 
-ed !.] Widened, expanded, distended, diffused, 
etc. : see the verb. 

c 1450 tr. De Imitatione ill. lvi, J>at J>ou wij? a dilated herte 
move renne ]>e way of my coramandementes. 1606 Shaks. 
Tr. <5* Cr. 11. iii. 261 A shore confines Thy spacious and 
dilated parts. 1651 Stanley Poems 29 In an elms dilated 
shade. 1667 Milton P. L. iv. 986 Satan allarm’d Collect- 
ing all his might dilated^ stood. 2758 J. S. Le Drctn’s Observ. 
Surg. (1772) 264 The dilated Urethra was very thin. 2859 
Tennyson Enid 2445 Then there flutter'd in, Half-bold, 
half-frighted, with dilated eyes, A tribe of women. 2865 
Kingsley Herew. x. (1866) 157 His dilated nostril. 

t b. Enlarged upon. Obs. 

. *599 Jas. I BacriA. Awpov (2682) 74 Exercise true wisdome ; 
in discerning wisely betwixt true and false reports ; first . , 
and last [considering] the nature and by-past life of the 
dilated person. 

f e. Cryst. (See quot.) Obs. 

2805-27 R. Jameson Char. Min. 215 Dilated, the name 
given to a variety of dodecahedral calcareous spar, in which 
the bases of the extreme pentagons are in some degree 
enlarged by the inclination of the lateral planes. 

d. Her. ‘ Opened or extended. Applied to a 
Pair of Compasses, Barnacles, etc/ Cussans, 1882. 

Hence Dilatedly adv., in a dilated manner, with 
dilatation ; diffusely. 

2627 Feltham Resolves xxi. (ed. 1) 64 His . . aberrations, 
wherein he hath dilatedly tumbled himselfe. 

t Dila'temeut. Obs. rare. [f. Dilate v . 2 + 
-MENT.] A dilating ; a dilated or diffuse passage. 

1593 Nashe Christ's T. (1613) 86 Euen in this dilatement 
against Ambition, the diuel seekes to set in afoote of affected 
applause. 

Dilater (doil^-toi). [f. Dilate v . 2 + -eb 
N ow mostly supplanted by the less correctly formed 
Dilator L] One who or that which dilates. 

1605 Shelton Commend. Verses in Verstegan Dec. Intell,, 
Thy labours shew thy will to dignifie The first dilaters of 
thy famous Nation. 1640 Bp. Hall Chr. Moder. (ed. Ward) 
38/1 Away, then, ye cruel torturers of opinions, dilaters of 
errors, delators of your brethren. 

b. spec . A surgical instrument used to dilate a 
part ; « Dilator sb} a. 

1634 T. Johnson Parey's Chirurg. 464 A dilater made for 
to open the mouth and teeth. 2668 R. L’Estrange Vis. 
Quest. (1708) 28 In the tail of these, came the Surgeons, 
laden with Pincers . . Dilaters, Scissers. 2706 Phillips (ed. 


Kersey), Dilatatory , or Dilater, a Surgeon’s dilating In- 
strument, hollow on the inside, to draw barbed Iron, &c. out 
of a Wound : Also an Instrument with which the Mouth of 
the Womb may be dilated. 2722-1800 Bailey, Dilater. 

c. Anat. A muscle which dilates or expands a 
part ; = Dilatator a. Dilator sb. 1 b. 

1683 Snape Anat, Horse iv. xiv. 11686) 172 Of the Dilaters 
or those that widen the Chest there are four pair. 
Dilater, obs. form of Delator, accuser. 
Dilating 1 (doil^tig), vbl. sb. [f. Dilate v 2 + 
-ing 1.] The action of the verb Dilate, in various 
senses ; enlargement, expansion. 

2529 More Comf. agst . Trib. in. Wks, 2213/2. Among other 
[tokens] the comyng in of the Jewes, and y e dilating of 
christendome agame. 2532 — Confut. Tindale ibid. 648 2 
For now in dylating and declaring of hys conclusion, he 
addeth one thinge. 2586 J. Hooker Girald. Irel. In Holin - 
shed 11 . 36/2 Doo grant that you for the dilating of Gods 
church . . aoo enter to possesse that land, 2657 J. Smith 
Myst. Rket . 114 Paradiastole is a dilating or enlarging of 
a matter by interpretation. 1703 Maundrell Journ. ferns. 
(1732) 22 Where the waters by dilating were become shal- 
lower. 2792 Mad. D’Arblay Diary Sept., A few memoran- 
dums for my own dilating upon at our meeting. 

Dila*ting y ppl . a. [f. Dilate vA + -ing 2 .] 
That dilates or expands : see the verb. 

2582 T. Howell Denises (1879) 192 In my delating brains, 
a thousand thoughts were fed. 2593 Tell-Trath's N. V. 
Gift 4 With such a dilatinge narration. 1644 Digby Nat. 
Bodies 1. (1645) 290 To fill those capacities which the dilating 
heat hath made. 2805 Southey Modoc in W. iv, Through 
the broken cloud, Appeared the bright dilating blue of 
heaven. 1854 Badham Halieut. 248 A dilating crest which 
grows red at the nuptial season. 

Hence Bila'ttngrly adv . 

2892 G. Meredith One of ourConq. II. vi. 150 The colonel 
eyed Mrs. Blathenoy dilatingly. 
t Dila’tiom. l. Obs. Also 5-6 de-, dy-. [a. 
OF. dilacion (13th c.in Hatz-Darm.), mod. F. dila- 
tion, It. dilazione , ad. L, dtiation-em, n. of action 
from differre, dtlat - to defer, delay, put off : cf. Di- 
late v.l] Delay, procrastination, postponement. 

24. . Lydg. Temple ofGlas 877 BeJje not astoneid of no 
wilfulnes, N e noujjt dispeired of pis dilacioun. 2430 — Chron, 
Troy iii. xxv, Without abode or longe delacyon. Ibid. iv. 
xxxiv, I wyll nowe make no dylacyon. 2552 Latimer Serm. 
Lords Pray. iv. 31 The Angels . . whiche doe the will and 
pleasure of God without dilation. 1585 Parsons Chr. Exerc, 
11. v. 350 So the matter by delation came to no effect. 1627 
Bp. Hall Heaven vpon Earth § 5 Some desperate debters, 
whom, after long dilations of payments . . we altogether let 

S oe for disability. 2665 J. Webb Stone-Heng (1725) i6oThe 
)i!ation that attended the ultimate Appeal. 

Dilation 2 (dail^-Jbn, di-). [Improperly f. Di- 
late v A, which does not contain the verbal suffix 
-ate, but a stem - late from L. lat-us broad, so that 
the etymologically correct formation is dilatation . 
(Cf. coercion, dispution for disputation, etc.).] 

1. = Dilatation i. 

2598 Florio, Dilations , a dilation, enlarging or ouerspread- 
ing. [But 2621 corrects to Dilatatione a dilating, Dilatione 
a delaying.] 2603 Hollam* P lutarch’s M or . 76 The dilations 
of the arteries. 2625 Crooke Body of Man 641 The dilation 
is the cause of deepe and base voyces. 2796 Southey Lett, 
fr. Spain (1799) 125 The beauty of its dilation and contrac- 
tion. 1847 Tennyson Princ. vi. 272 At first her eye with 
slow dilation roll'd Dry flame. 2870 Rolleston A nim. Life 
27 Transverse dilation of the thorax. 
fg. 2647 H. More Poems 293 The soul . . a sure fixation 
And centrall depth it hath, and free dilation. _ 1787 J. Frerb 
in Microcosm No. 25 P 8 The mind perceives a sensible 
dilation of its faculties. 2823 Lamb Elia Ser. 11. Child 
Angel, Those natural dilations of the youthful spirit. 

f 2 . = Dilatation 2. Obs. 

a 2632 Donne in Spurgeon Treas. Dav. Ps. xc. 14 A prayer 
not only of appropriation to ourselves . . but of a charitable 
dilation and extension to others. 

3 . = Dilatation 3. 

2605 Bacon Adv. Learn. 11. vii. § 6. 28 In the description 
or dilation of his works. 2623 Gockbram ii, A Speaking at 
large, Dilation. 2774 Warton Hist. Eng. Poetry 111 . 
xxxix. 377 By needless dilations, and the affectations of cir- 
cumlocution. 1851 Agn. Strickland Queens Scot. II. 193 
Frivolous terms and dilations cut away. 

Dilation 3 , obs. var. of Delation, accusation. 
Dilative (cteil^tiv), a. [f. Dilate vA + -ive.] 
1 . Having the property of dilating or expanding 
{trans. and intr.) = Dilatative. 

1634 T. Johnson Parey’s Chirurg. in. i. (1678) 52 The Vital 
[faculty] is divided into the dilative and contractive faculty 
of the heart and arteries. 2672 Grew Anat. Plants 1. ii. § 4 
A Body Porous, Dilative and Pliable. 2808 Coleridge Lit. 
Rem. (1836) II. 408 The.. astringent power, comparatively 
uncounteracted by the dilative. Ibid. 41 1 The dilative force, 
f 2 . Serving to diffuse (the food). Obs. 

2528 Paynel Saleme's Regim. P, Drinkynge delatiue is 
most© conuenient after the fyrst digestion regularlye. 2589 
Cogan Haven Health ccxv, (1636) 233 If any of these three 
uses of drinke be omitted, the dnnke delative may be best 
spared. 1620 Venner Via Recta (2650) 275 This drinking 
of Wine or Beer between meales..may well be termed both 
dilutive and dilative. 2634 H. R. Saleme’s Regim. 90 Re- 

f ularly, conuenient drinke dilatiue, or permixtiue, ought to 
e Wine, Ale, Deere, Perry, or such like. 
Dilatometer (dail^mitai). [f. Dilate ^. 2 
+ -(o)meterJ An instrument for determining the 
dilatation or expansion of a liquid by heat. Hence 
BUatome'tric a., relating to a dilatometer. 

2882 Nature No. 639. 290 The numerous determinations of 
the expansion of water by heat. .Experimenters, .have used 
twp methods— the hydrostatic and the dilatometric. 1883 
Syd. Soc. Lex., Alcoholic dilatometer, an instrument in- 
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vented by Silvermann to determine the quantity of alcohol 
in a liquid, founded on the principle that water in passing 
from o°C. to ioo°C . . expands -0466 of its volume, and 
alcohol.. *1252. 

Bilator (dwl^'tw), sb . 1 [f. Dilate : an 
irregular formation, the regular types being DI- 
LATES from Eng. dilate , and Dilatator from L. 
d flat are. 1 One who or that which dilates : spec. 
a. Surg. An instrument used to dilate or distend 
an opening, passage, or organ; « Dilatator b, 
Dilater b. 

[1634-1706 : see Dilates b.] 1688 R. Holme A rmoury in. 
420/2 The Dilator is an Instrument to open or stretch out a 
thing to its breadth. 1830 S. Cooper Diet. Prod. Surg. 
(ed. 6) s.v. Urethra, With respect to dilators, as they are 
called . . their use is far from being much approved by the 
best modern surgeons. 3:864 T. Holmes Syst. Surg, (1870) 
IV. 063 The stricture being now fairly split, the dilator 
should be rotated. 

b. Anat. A muscle or nerve which dilates or 
widens a part j » Dilatator a, Dilater c. Also 
attrih. 

[1683 : see Dilater c.] a 1735 Arbuthnot(J.\ The dilators 
of the nose are too strong in cholericfc people. 1807 Med. 
Jml, XVII. 407 The radiating (or dilator) muscle of the 
Iris. 1844 J. G. Wilkinson Swedenborgs Anim. Kingd \ II. 
i. 3 The muscles of the nose are three pair; two pair of 
dilator, and one pair of constrictors. > 1878 Foster Phys. n. 
i. § 2. 210 It acts energetically as a dilator-nerve, 

t Bilator, -oar, <s. and sb . 2 Sc. Obs. Forms : 

5- 8 dilatour, 6 delatour, 8 dilator, delator, 
[a. F. dilatoire adj. ‘ dilatory \ formerly also sb. 
‘delay’, ad. L. dfldtori-us , dilalori-um, dilatory, 
delaying, f. dilat~ ppl. stem of differre ; see 
Defer o, 1 , Dilate v . 1 For the form of the word 
cf, declarator .] 

A. adj. (Sc. Law.) Dilatory ; delaying, causing 
delay. 

1503 Sc. Acts Jas. IV (1507) § 65 There salbe na exception 
dilatour admitted against that snramounds. Ibid. § 95 Vpon 
dilatour or peremptour exception. 1609 Skene Reg. May. 
104 Gif the partie defendant! will not vse any exception or 
defence dilatour. 1752 J , Louthian Fomt of Process^ (ed. 2) 
267 All his Defences, both dilator and peremptor, which the 
Sheriff shall either advise in Court, or allow [etc.]. 

B. sb. (Sc. Lawl) A delay ; a cause of delay, a 
dilatory plea ; = Dilatory sb, 

1473 Treaty w. Scotl. in Rymer Foedera. (1710) XI. 789 
Withoutyn any dilatour or delais. 1583 Sempill Leg. Bp. 
Andrews Life 194 Ballates (1872) 203 not Doctor Patrick 
still replyed, With trickis and delatouris he denyed. 1717 
Wodrow Corr. (1843) II. 328, I scarce mention the unac- 
countable dilatours of settling vacancies. 17x8 Ibid. II. 381 
This was reckoned a delator, and opposed. 1732 J. Louthian 
Form of Process (ed, 2) 97 All these Objections, properly 
called Dilators, must be first proponed. *888 Ramsay Scotl. 
in \Ztk C. I. ii, 41 He is said to have excelled in what was 
called proponing dilators. 

Dilator, obs. form of Delator, accuser. 
Dilatorily (drlatarili), adv. [f. Dilatory aJ 
-f-LY 2 .] In a dilatory manner ; delayingly. 

2700 Tyrrell Hist. Eng. II. 873 The Prelates answered him 
dilatorily. *781 Johnson in Boswell Ai/Zf (1848) 665/1 , 1 wrote 
in my usual way, dilatorily and hastily, unwilling to work, 
and working with vigour and haste. 18^9 Lowell Lett. 
1 . 167, I remain very sincerely (and dilatorily) Your friend. 

DUatoriness (diiatarines). Forms ; see Di- 
latory. [f. next + -ness.] The quality of being 
dilatory; tendency to procrastination or delay, 

164a inRushw. Hist. Coll. in. (1692) L 610 Lest his Majesty 
should think it a delatoriness in the Parliament to return an 
Answer. 1667 Waterhouse Fire Lend. 95 The sluggards 
dilatoriness is upon men > and they will sit still a little longer. 
1718 Free-thinker No. 56. 4 The Holy See proceeded with 
its usual dilatoriness in that Affhir. 1825 Scott fml. 7 Dec., 
Letters, .lying on my desk like snakes, hissing at me for my 
dilatoriness. x86x M. Pattison Ess. (1889) L 38 His delay 
in setting out was due to pure procrastination and dilatori- 
ness. 

Dilatory (drlateri), af and sb. Forms ; 6-7 
dilatorie, 7- dilatory, (8 erron. dilitary). Also 

6- 7 delatorie, (6 delaterye, deletary), 7 de- 

latory. [ad. L. dildtori-us , f. dilator-em a delayer, 
agent-n. from differre, dllat - to Defer, delay : see 
Dilate v . 1 Cf. F. dilatoire (13th c. in Hatz.- 
Darm.).] A. adj. 

1 , Tending to cause delay ; made for the purpose 
of gaining time or deferring decision or action. 

x$8i Lambarde Eiren. iv. xxi. (1588) 622 It was very Dila- 
tory for the Justices of Peace, to take those Wages, at the 
handes of the Shirife. 1592 Nashe P. PenilesseX* d. 2) 9 a, 
For his delaterye excuse. 16x3 Shaks. Hen. VIII , n. iv. 237, 
I abhorre This dilatory sloth and trickes of Rome. 1655 
Fuller Ck. Hist. vm. iL § 46 Dilatory letters excusing them- 
selves from coming thither. 1671 Shadwell Humourists v. 
Wks. 1720 I. 202, I will - . make no hesitation or dilatory 
scruple. 1731 Johnson Rambler No. 178 F 4 By long deliber- 
ation and dilatory projects they may both be lost. x86o 
Motley Netherl. (1868) L in. 80 The policy of England 
continued to be expectant and dilatory. 

b. Law. Dilatory plea, & plea put in for the sake 
of delay. Dilatory exception : see Exception sb. 
4 a. Dilatory defence (in Sc. Law) : see quot. 

[*292 Britton 11. xvii. § 1 Par excepciouns dilatories.) 
XS35 Act 27 Hen. VIII, c. 14 § 5 None essoin .. or other 
dilatorie pie for the defendant shall be admitted. x6xx Rich 
Honest. Age (1844) 21 They., do seeke for nothing more then 
to checke the course of iustice by their delatory pleas. *678 
HiCkes in Ellis Orig. Lett. Ser. n. IV. 49 At last all the di- 


latory exceptions being answered, the Jury was impanelled 
and the witnesses sworn. *768 Blackstone Comm . III. 301 
Dilatory pleas are such as tend merely to delay or put off 
the suit, by questioning the propriety of the remedy, rather 
than by denying the injury. x86x W. Bell Diet. Law Scot., 
Dilatory Defence is a plea offered by a defender for eliding 
the conclusions of the action, without entering on the merits 
of the cause. 1880 Muirhead Gains iv. § 120 Those [Ex- 
ceptions] are dilatory that are available only for a time, such 
as that of an agreement not to sue say for hve years. 

2 . Given to or characterized by delay ; slow, 
tardy, a. Of persons, their characters, habits, etc. 

2604 Shaks. Oth. n. iii. 379 Wit depends on dilatory time. 
1711 Addison Sped. No. 89 7* 1 Women of dilatory Tempers, 
who are for spinning out the Time of Courtship. 1742 
Young N. Tk. i. 413 Poor dilatory man. 2781 Cowper 
Lett. 25 Aug., The most dilatory of all people. 2838 Thirl- 
wall Greece III. xix. 106 They are as prompt, as you are 
dilatory. 2884 Pae Eustace 38 You shall have no longer 
cause to think me dilatory, 
b. Of actions. 

1648 Boyle Seraph, Love xii. (1700) 64 Being press’d to 

f ive an account of such a Dilatory way of proceeding. 1751 
ohnson Rambler Nai44PiiBut between dilatory pay- 
ment and bankruptcy there is a great distance. 1843 
Prescott Mexico vi. v. (1864) 369 Cortez was not content 
to wait patiently the effects of a dilatory blockade. 1879 
Froude Caesar xxii. 386 His political advisers were im- 
patient of these dilatory movements. 

B. sb. Laiv. A means of procuring delay ; a 
dilatory plea ; see A. 1 b. 

1563-87 Foxe A. § M. (1684) II. 22 Shifting off the matter 
by subtil dilatories and frivolous cavilling about tbe law. 
3585 Abp. Sandys Serin. (1841) 226 Delatories and shiftings 
off wear out many a just cause, and beggar many a poor 
man. x68s Trial ofS. Colledge 16 You ought not to have 
helps, to plead dilatories. a 1734 North Lives (1826) I. 302 
Criminals of that sort . .should defend upon plain truth, which 
they know best, without any dilatories, arts or evasions. 
1848 Wharton Law Lex. s.v. Dilatory Pleas, No man 
shall be permitted to plead two dilatories at separate 
times, 

f Dila tory, a. 2 Obs. rare. [A bad formation 
for dilatcUory, f. Dilate v.] Used for dilating, 
dilative. 

1691 Mullineux In. Phil. Trans . XVII. 822 The Chyrur- 
gion. . inserted his Dilatory Instrument. 

[| Di'lature. *Sh Obs. [A variant of dilatour , 
Dilator 2 , assimilated in spelling to L. dilatura , 
delaying, delay, f. dilat- ppl. stem of L. differre \ 
see Dilate zG] -Dilatory sb. 

1552 Lyndesay Monarche 5766 Throw Delaturis [v. r. de- 
latouris] full of dissait, Quhilk mony one gart beg tharemait. 
1714 Let. in Lockhart Papers 1 . 439 The Court tricked them 
with dilatures till the . . opportunity was past. 

Bslavy, var, of Delavy a. Obs. 

Dilay(e, obs. form of Delay* 

Dilce, Sc. form of Dulse. 
t Dildo \ Obs. Also dildoe. A word of ob- 
scure origin, used in the refrains of ballads. 

Also, a name of the penis or phallus, or a figure thereof; 
the Iingam of Hindoo worship ; formerly, also, a contemp- 
tuous or reviling appellation of a man or lad ; and app. 
applied to a cylindrical or r sausage ’ curl. 

x6xq B. Jonson Alck. v. iii. Here I find. .The seeling fill’d 
with poesies of the candle: And Madame, with a Dildo, 
writ o’ the walls, 16x1 Shaks. Wint. T. rv. iv, 195 He has 
the prettiest Loue-songs for Maids., with such delicate 
burtnens of Dildo’s and Fadings, a 1627 M iddleton Chaste 
Plaid l ii, What, has he got a singing in his head now 1 
Now’s out of work he falls to making dildoes. 1638 Ford 
Fancies iv. i, This page a milk-livered dildoe. 1647 Pari. 
Ladies 12 The very sight of this Madam with a Dildoe . » 
put the House into a great silence, c 1650 Roxb. Ball. II. 
455 .She prov’d herself a Duke’s daughter, and he but a 
Squire’s son. Sing trang dildo lee. 1656 S. Holland Zara 
(1710) 41 That Gods may view. With a dildo-doe, What 
we bake, and what we brew. 5659 Torriano, Bacillo ... 
a simple gull, a shallow pate, also a dill-doe, or pillie- 
co.ck. i66x R. W. Con, f. Charac. To Rdr. (i860) 7 0 thou, 
faint-hearted dildo. x688 R. Holme Armoury 11. 463/2 
A Campaign Wig hath Knots or Bobs (or a Dildo on each 
side) with a curled Forehead. X698 Fryer Acc. E. India 
179 Under the Banyan Tree, an Altar with a Dildo in the 
middle being erected, they offer Rice. 

b. Comb, dildo-glass, a cylindrical glass; ?a 
test-tube. 

C1625 Fletcher Mice Valour in. i, Whoever lives to see me 
Dead, gentlemen, shall find me all mummy, Good to fill 
galipots, and long dildo-glasses. 
f Dildo 2 . Obs. [prob. the same word as prec., 
from its cylindrical form like a * dildo-glass \J A 
tree or shrub of the genus Cereus (N.O. Cac- 
taeem ). Also Dildo-tree, Dildo-bush , Dildo Pear 
Tree. 

1696 Phil. Trans, XIX. 296 The Dildoe-tree is the same 
with the Cereus or Torch-Plant. 1697 Damher Voy. I. 81 
Barren Islands without any Tree, only some Dildo-bushes 
growing on them. Ibid. 101 The Dildoe-tree is a green 
prickly shrub, that grows about xo or 12 foot high, without 
either Leaf or Fruit. It is as big as a mans Leg, from the 
root to the top, and it is full of sharp prickles, growing in 
thick rows, xqoo W. King Transactioneer ir The Toddy- 
Tree, the Sower-Sop, the Bonavists, and the Dildoe. 1756 
P. Browne Nat. Hist. Jamaica (1789) 238 The larger erect 
Indian Fig, or Dildo Pear Tree. 

+ Bile’Ct, ppl. a. Obs. rare . [ad. L. dilect-tcs 
s beloved pa. pple. of diligere to esteem highly, 
to love (see Diligent).] Beloved, 

1521 J. T. in Bradshaw St. Werburge Prol. ii, A virgin 
resplendent Dilect of our lorde. 

Dileetaoion, obs. form of Delectation. 


f Dilection (dile;kjbn). Obs. Also 5-6 dy-, 
6 de-. [a. F. dilection (12th c. in Hatz.-Darm.), 
ad. L. dlledion-em love (of God, etc.) (Tertullian, 
Vulgate), n. of action from diligere to select to 
oneself from others, to esteem highly, hold dear, 
love; f. di-f dis - (Dis- 1) + legere to gather, cull, 
choose.] 

1 . Love, affection: almost always, spiritual or 
Christian love, or the love of God to man or of 
man to God ; cf. Charity i. 

1388 Wyclif Rev. Prol., Ion, the apostil and euangelist of 
oure Lord Ihesu Crist, chosen and loued, in so gret loue of 
dileccioun is had. a 1420 Hoccleve De Reg. Princ. 851 
Frenship, adieu ; farewele, dileccioun. c 1485 Digby Myst. 
ut. 1323 His desypylles . . to hym had dyleccyon. c 1520 
IVyse Chyld <§* Emp. Adrian (i860) 15 They were by dy- 
leccion all of one hart and of one wyll, 1623 Fa vine Tkeat. 
Hon. ix. vi. 399 In token of love and Brotherly dilection. 
1683 E. Hooker Prep'. Ep. Pordage's Mystic Dm. 56 This 
dilection, love, charitie towards God, and towards His 
Image, man. 

2 . The action of choosing, choice (of that on 
which one’s desire or affection is set) ; esp. in Tkeol. 
- Election 3. 

c 2450 Hknryson Mor. Fab. 62 And when the saul Giues 
consent vnto delection. The wicked thought beginnes For to 
breird In deadly sinne. 2633 T. Adams_ Exp. 2 Peter ii. 12 
We are adjured by our election, selection, dilection, to be 
merciful. 1656 Jeanes Fttln. Christ 51 Christ is the only be- 
gotten son of God, not by dilection, but by eternall generation, 

H 3 . Used by Carlyle to render Ger v liebden as a 
title of honour. 

1864 Carlyle Fredk. Gt . (x 865) IV. xi. v. 81 These things 
We expect from your Dilection, as Kurfiirst of Branden- 
burg. 1865 Ibid. VII. xvii. iv. (1873) 37 [I] apprise your 
dilection, though under deepest secrecy. 

Dilemma (dile-ma, dai-), sb. Also B. 6-7 
(after French) dilemme (dylem). [a. L. di- 
lemma, a. Gr. dthijfjtfza double proposition, f. 
twice (Di- 2 ) + XrjfAfia assumption, premiss : see 
Lemma.] 

1 . In Rhetoric . A form of argument involving an 
adversary in the choice of two (or, loosely , more) 
alternatives, either of which is (or appears) equally 
unfavourable to him. (The alternatives are com- 
monly spoken of as the * horns ’ of the dilemma.) 
Hence in Logic, A hypothetical syllogism having 
a conjunctive or ‘ conditional 9 major premiss and 
a disjunctive minor (or, one premiss conjunctive 
and the other disjunctive). 

Very different views have been taken by different logicians 
as to what syllogisms are properly dilemmas; several of the 
arguments commonly so called being considered by some 
writers to be only ordinary conjunctive syllogisms, construc- 
tive or destructive. See Fowler, Deductive Logic , v. § 4. 

1523 in W. H. Turner Select. Rec. Oxford 36 They are . . 
excommunicated . . w® 11 a dilemma made concerninge the . . 
Mayor's, .perplexitie. 1551 T. Wilson Logike (1580) 34 b. 
Dilemma, otherwise, .called a horned argument, is when the 
reason consisteth of repugnant members, so that what so 
ever you graunt, you fall into the snare. 1622 Bacon 
Hen. VII, Wks. (Bohn) 377 A dilemma, that bishop Morton 
..used, to raise up the benevolence to higher rates; and 
some called it his fork, and some his crotch. . . ‘ That if they 
met with any that were sparing, they should tell them, that 
they must needs have, because they laid up: and if they 
were spenders, they must needs have, because it was seen in 
their port and manner of living \ 1638 Chillingw. Relig, 
Prot. 1. ii. § 154 Thus haue we cast off your dilemma, and 
broken both the homes of it. 2677 Gale Crt. Gentiles II. 
iv. Proem xx A Dilemma is an argumentation from two 
members, whereof both are attended with incommoditie. 
2725 Watts Logic hi. ii. § 6 A Dilemma becomes faulty or 
ineffectual, .when it may be retorted with equal force upon 
him who utters it. 1837-8 Sir W. Hamilton Logic xviii. 
(1866) I. 351 An hypothetico-disjunctive syllogism is called 
the dilemma or horned syllogism. Ibid. 352 If the disjunc- 
tion., has only two members, the syllogism is then called a 
dilemma in the strict and proper signification. If. .three. . 
members, it is called trilemma, etc. x&pt Abp. Thomson 
Laws Tk. § 109 (i860) 203 The Dilemma is a complex argu- 
ment, partaking both of the conditional and disjunctive. 
1887 Fowler Deductive Logic 221 In disputation, the adver- 
sary who is refuted by a dilemma is said to be ‘ fixed on 
the horns of a dilemma’; he is said to rebut the dilemma, 
if he meet it by another with an opposite conclusion. Ibid. 
122 It seems less arbitrary and more systematic to define 
dilemma as 4 a syllogism of which one premiss is a conjunc- 
tive and the other a disjunctive proposition 

f. 1587 A. Fleming Cont. Holinshed. III. 1307/2 This 
bishop, hauing heard all these excuses, vsed this dilemme. 
1616 Lane Sq. 7W<?(i888) 121, I see his saftie and thine 
maie not bee, hot as Dylems or Contraries agree. 

2 , Hence, in popular use : A choice between two 
(or, loosely, several) alternatives, which are or ap- 
pear equally unfavourable ; a position of doubt or 
perplexity, a ‘fix*. 

w S590 Greene Nener too late (1600) 19 Every motion was 
intangled with a dilemma: . . the loue of Francesco gaue 
such fierce assaults to the bulwarke of her affection . . the 
feare of her Fathers displeasure ... draue her to meditate 
thus, 1598 Shaks. Merry IV. iv. v. 87 In perplexity, and 
doubtful dilemma. *655 Fuller Ck. Hist. iv. 1. § 53 He is 
reduced to this doleful Dilemma; either voluntarily, by re- 
signing, to depose himself ; or violently, by detrusion, to be 
deposed by others. 1796 Morse Arner. Geog. II, 297 Kos- 
ciusko was . . reduced to the unpleasant dilemma of being 
obliged either to kill the father or give up the daughter. 
2841-44 Emerson Ess^ Experience Wks. (Bohn) L 189 In 
the dilemma of a swimmer among drowning men, who all 
catch at him, 1888 Bryce Amer. Comrnw. II, tiii. 33a They 
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were . . In the dilemma of either violating the Constitution 
or losing a golden opportunity. 

3 « Comb . as dilemma-making, 
iBg$ Westm. Gas. 1 6 Apr. 3/3 Dilemma-making is at best 
a somewhat puerile, .form of dialectic. 

v. rare . [f. prec. sb.] 

1 . trans. To place in a dilemma ; pa. pple. —in 
a dilemma or 1 fix 

2656 S. H. Gold. Law 44 Both sides are Dilemma’d, and 
stand postur’d like Lots wife. 1698 F ryer A cc. E. India P. 
325 Now we were dilemmaM, not knowing what to wish. 
a 2849 Poe Marginalia Wks. 1864 III, 485 Like a novel- 
hero dilemmaM, I made up my mind to be guided by circum- 
stances. 

1 2 . intr. To be in a dilemma ; to hesitate or be 
in doubt between two alternatives. Obs. rare. 

1687 R. L'Estrange Ansm. Diss, 39 He runs away with 
the Fact, for Granted ; Dilemma’s upon it, and so leaves 
the Matter. 

Bilemmatic (di-, dailemEe-tik), a. [f. Gr. 
StkrjjAfiaT- stem of Stkrjfxjja (see prec.) + -ic.J Of 
the nature of, or relating to, a dilemma. 

1837-8 Sir W. Hamilton Logic x in, (1860) I. 241 Dilera- 
matic judgments are those in which a condition is found, 
both in the subject and in the predicate. Ibid. xv. (i860) I. 
291 The Hypothetico-disjunctive or Dilemmatic Syllogism. 
1867 Atwater Elem. Logic 95 Dilemmatic Judgements 
involve a combination of the conditional and disjunctive. 
1870 Jevons Elem. Logic xix. 168 Dilemmatic arguments 
are. .more often fallacious than not. 1891 Welton Manual 
Logic iv. v. 447 The peculiar feature of a dilemmatic argu- 
ment is the choice of alternatives which it thus offers, 
f Bilemma-tical* a. Obs. [f. as prec. + -al.] 
■* prec. Hence Dilemma*tically adv. 

1659 Baxter Key Calk. xlv. 316 The Jesuites went Di- 
lemmatically to work, thinking to make sure which way ever 
things went, to effect their ends. 1661 K. W. Con/. Charac. 
Good-old cause (i860) 60 And bring upon us a dilemmaticall 
confusion. 1677 Gilpin Dsemonol. (1867) 342 These were 
perplexing, entangling temptations. They were dilemmat- 
ical, such as might ensnare, either in the doing or refusal. 

Xtfle'mmist. rare. [f. Dilemma + -ist.] One 
who bases his position upon a dilemma; used as 
the name of a Buddhist school of philosophy. 

1858 Aggie ton's Amer. Cycl. IV. 70/2 [The philosophic 
school] of the Vaibhashikas, or dilemmists, who maintain the 
necessity of immediate contact with the object to be known. 

t Dile*riate, a. Obs. rare. [Erron. for delirate, 
ad. L, deliratus, or for deliriate.] —Delirious. 

1689 Moyle Sea Chyrurg. hi. xi. 117 Before the Feaver 
comes to its height, usually men are dileriate. 

Dilettant (diietcunt), a. and sb. [A partially 
Anglicized adaptation of next : cf. F. dilettante ; 
also adjutant , confidant , etc.] —next. 

A. adj. 

1851 Carlyle Sterling n. vti. (1872) 160 Sterling returned 
from I taly filled wi th . . great store of artistic, serious, dilettant 
and other speculation for the time. 

B. sb. 

1875 Hamerton Intel!. Life in. v. 100 If the essence of di- 
lettantism is to be contented with imperfect attainment, I fear 
that all educated people must be considered dilettants. 
1888 Eng. Illustr. Mag. Jan. 316 Teach by salutary smarts. 
These dilettants to understand That Learning is the first of 
Arts. 1891 F. M, Wilson Prim, mi Browning 34 Browning 
draws a sharp line between the dilettant and the artist. 

I! Dilettante (diletae'nti, It. dzlet|ta*nte). PL 
dilettanti (-tz), rarely ~es. [It. dilettante 1 a 
lover of music or painting", f. dibit are L. de- 
lectdre to delight: see Delect, etc. So mod.F. 
dilettante, 1878 in Diet. Acad.'} 

1 . A lover of the fine arts ; originally, one who 
cultivates them for the love of them rather than 
professionally, and so = amateur as opposed to pro- 
fessional ; but in later use generally applied more 
or less depreciatively to one who interests himself 
in an art or science merely as a pastime and with- 
out serious aim or study ( ( a mere dilettante’). 

1733-4 [‘The Society of Dilettanti* was founded]. 1748 
Chesterf. Lett. n. xl, You are likely to hear of it as 
a virtuoso ; and if so, I should be glad to profit of it, as an 
humble dillettante. 1769 (title), Ionian Antiquities, By 
the Society of Dilettanti. 1770 Foote Lame Lover 1. 1, 
Frederick is a bit of Macaroni and adores the soft Italian 
termination in a. ..Yes, a delitanti all over. 1775 Mad. 
D’Arblay Diary 21 Nov., A female dilettante of great 
fame and reputation . . as a singer. 1789 Burney Hist. 
Mas. IIL ii. 161 Personages whose [musical] talents are 
celebrated whether they are regarded as professors or 
Diietanti. 1801 W. Taylor in Monthly Mag. XII. 576 
Religious dilettanti, of every sex and age, reinforce the 
industry of the regular priesthood. 1803 Edin. Rev. I. 165 
Dilettanti who have pushed themselves into high places in 
the scientific world. 1826 B’ness Bunsen in Hare Life II. 
vii. 265 It would be difficult to find a dilettante who under- 
stood the art of managing it [a parlour organ]. 1831 Carlyle 
Sari. Res . 1. x, Thou hitherto art a Dilettante and sandblind 
Pedant. 1840 Macaulay Ess., Clive (1854) 534/ 2 The Dilet- 
tante sneered at their want of taste. The Maccaroni black- 
balled them, as vulgar fellows, 1879 Froude Caesar 17 [The 
Romans] Cared for art as dilettanti ; but no schools either 
of sculpture or painting were formed among themselves. 
x 886 Ruskin Praetcrita I. 271 Rogers was a mere dilettante, 
who felt no difference between landing where Tell leaped 
ashore, or standing where ‘ St. Preux has stood 

t b. with <?/*: a lover, one who is fond of. Obs. 
1783 Hamilton in Phil. Trans, LXXIII. 189 Those who 
are professed dilettanti of miracles. 

2 . attrib. a, In apposition, as dilettante musician , 
etc. = amateur. 


1 774 1 J. Collier * Mm. Trav. (1775) 4 That great Dilettante 
performer on the harp. 1789 Mad. D’Arblay Lett. 27 Oct., 
A Dilettante purchaser may yet be found. 1806-7 J. 
Beresford^ Miseries Hum. Life (1826) xv. xii, You are 
almost entirely reduced to Dilletanti Musicians. 2816 
T. L. Peacock Headlong. Hall iii, Sir Patrick OTrism, 
a dilettante painter of' high renown. 2822 Craig Led. 
Drawing v. 232 Suited for the dilettante artist. 2872 
Morley Voltaire (1886) 57 The dilettante believer is indeed 
not a strong spirit, but the weakest. 

b. Of, pertaining to, or characteristic of a 
dilettante (in the shades of meaning the word has 
passed through). 

2753 Smollett Ct. Fathom xxxii, He sometimes held 
forth upon painting, like a member of the Dilettanti club. 
2774 ‘J. Collier* Mas. Trav. (2775! 58 He ordered his 
servant to bring in his Dilettante ring and wig. 2794 
Mathias Purs. Lit. J1798) 386 The dilettante spirit which 
too frequently prevails m Dr. Warton’s comments. 2840 
Carlyle Heroes vi. (1891) 198 To us it is no dilettante work, 
no sleek officiality; it is sheer rough death and earnest. 
a 1847 Mrs. Sherwood Lady of Manor II. xiii. 151 , 1 will 
have a dilletante play, or concert, or some such thing, got 
up. ^ 1868 M. Pattison Acadeui. Org. v. 148 A dilettante 
fastidiousness, an aimless inertia. 

Hence Dilettante v., Dilettantize v., to play 
the dilettante (also to dilettante if) ; Dilettanting 
ppl. a . ; Dilettamtedom, the world of dilettanti ; 
Diletta*ntesMp, the condition of a dilettante. 

2835 James Gigsy v. In the elegant charlatanism of dilet- 
tanteship. 1837 Btackw. Mag. XLI 1 . 515 To go on dilettante- 
ing it in the grossness of the moral atmosphere of the Con- 
tinental cities. 2843 Tails Mag. X. 346 Shooting par- 
tridges and dilettantizing at legislation. _ 2887 Pall Mall G. 
1 Jan. 5/2 The favourite actress of dilettantedom. 2890 
Spectator 11 Oct. 495 The Shakespeare temptation remains 
as strong as ever with the dilettanting world. 

Dilettantish., a. Also -teish. [f.prec. + -ISH.] 
Savouring of the nature or quality of a dilettante. 

2871 Geo. Euot Middlem. xix, You are dilettantish and 
amateurish. 2881 H. James Portr. Lady xxiii, It made 
people idle and dilettantish, and second-rate; there was 
nothing tonic in an Italian life._ 2893 Nation (N. Y.) 16 Feb. 
129/3 It presents . . a dilettantish * appreciation * of Dante. 

Blletta*ntism. Also diletta-nteism. [f. 
as prec. + -ism : so mod.F. dilettantisme, adm. by 
Acad, in 1878.] The practice or method of a 
dilettante ; the quality or character of dilettanti. 

2809 Han. More Ccelebs I. 219 (Jod.) She. .extolled the air 
with all the phrases, cant and rapture of dilettanteism, 2830 
Carlyle in Froude Life (1882) II. 90 The sin of this age is 
dilettantism : the Whigs and all ‘ moderate Tories * are dilet- 
tanti. 1849 Robertson Serin. Ser. 1. xii. 182 Virtue no 
longer means manhood : it is simply dilettantism. 2862 
Shirley Nngse Crit. iv. 187 A national society, .has no right 
to indulge in religious dilletanteism. 1873 Lowell Among 
my Bks, Ser. n. 22 A period, for Italy, or sceptical dilettan- 
teism. 1894 Times 23 Feb. 4/4 To prevent their falling into 
an attitude of indifference or dilettantism. 

Biletta'ntist, a. [f. prec. ; see -1ST.] Char- 
acterized by dilettantism. 

1859 Sat. Rev. VIII. 226/1 Nothing more than the play- 
things of dilettantist philanthropy. 1887 Ibid. 20 Sept. 
345 Difficult branches of science were dealt with in this 
same dilettantist spirit. 2889 J. M. Robertson Ess. 
to 7 vards Crit. Metk. 3 It is become, as it were, parasitic 
and dilettantist, a pedant habit of tasting and relishing and 
objecting. 

Dilful, obs. form of Doleful a. 

c x4zoAnturs ofArth. xiii, Lo £ hou dilful dethe hase thi 
Dame dyjte ! ? a. 1500 Chester PI. (1843) I. 69 But that I do 
this dilfull dede The Lord will not quite me in my nede. 

+ Dilghe, dilie, V. Obs. Forms: 1 dilsian, 
3 dillsttenn (Orm.), dilie. [OE. dihgian, dilgian 
— OLG. diligon (MLG. del(l)igen, del gen, diligen, 
LG. delgen, dilgen, Du. delgen ; OHG. tilon, dilon, 
tlligon , MHG. tillen, tiligen, tilgen , Ger. iilgen ; 
supposed to be ad. L. dflere to blot out, erase.] 
trans. To destroy, blot out, erase ; also fig. 

c 897 K. Alfred Gregory's Past. liv. 82 Swa se wrltere, 
Xif he ne dilegaS Sset he ser wrat . . bast bib Seah undilegod 
feet he aer wrat. c 2200 Ormin 4083 To ben Fullhtnedd, to 
dill3henn sinne. Ibid. 5301 Forr swa to ewennkerm Crisstenn- 
dom, And Cristess lajhess dilljhenn. 12.. Hymn, of St. 
Godric (Ritson), Dilie min sinne, rix in mine mod. 

Diligat, obs. Sc. form of Delicate. 
Diligence 1 (drlidgens). In 5-6 dily-, dyly-, 
deli-, delygence, -ens. [a. F. diligence (i 3-1 4th 
c. in ITatz.-Darm.), ad. L. diligentia, f. diligent - 
em Diligent : see -ence. Cf. Pr. and Sp. dili- 
gencia , It. diligenza.} The quality of being 
diligent. 

1 , Constant and earnest effort to accomplish what 
is undertaken ; persistent application and endeavour; 
industry, assiduity. 

£2374 Chaucer Troyhts iii. 86 (135) With al my wit and 
al my deligence. 1393 Gower Conf. II. 37 As for thy 
diligence, Whiche every mannes conscience By reson shulde 
reule and kepe. c 2423 Wyntoun Cron. vi. iv. 74 To mak 
defens For hys Land wyth diligens. 2577 B. Googe Heres- 
bach's Husb. iv. (1586) 190 By the carefull toile and dili- 
gence of the Bee. 2644 Milton Educ. Wks. (1847) 98/1 
The extraordinary pains and diligence which you have used 
in this matter. <22718 Penn Tracts Wks. 1726 1 . 908 Dili- 
gence is a discreet and understanding Application of one’s 
self to Business. 1718 Freethinker No. 89 p 9 Manage 
Business with Regularity and Diligence. 2752 Johnson 
Rambler No. 85 ? 1 Many writers, .have laid out their 
diligence upon the consideration of those distempers. 2871 
E F. Burr Ad Fidem viii. 130 Patient diligence the only 
sure key to Divine treasures. 


+ b. Assiduity in service ; persistent endeavour 
to please ; officiousness. Obs. 

2^93 Petrcmilla 142 (Pynson) To do servise with humble 
diligence Unto thy fader. 2500-20 Dunbar Poems lvii. 3 
Sum be seruice and diligence. 1591 Shaks. 2 Hen. VI, v. 
iii. 9 This speedy and quicke appearance argues proofe Of 
vour accustom’d diligence to me. 2671 Milton P. R. ii. 387 
Why shouldst thou, then, obtrude this diligence In vain, 
where no_ acceptance it can find? 2674 Playford Skill 
Mus. u xi. 41 Which sort of People we should endeavour 
to please with all diligence. 

f c. with a and pi . : An act of diligence ; pi. 
labours, exertions, diligent efforts. Obs. 

2443 Hen. VI in Ellis Orig. Lett. Ser. m. I. 79 By whos 
notable . . labours and diligences it hath liked our Lord to 
shewe us his grete fauour. 2549 Coverdale, etc. Erasm. 
Par. Phil. II. 9 All them ..that with their dilygences helpe 
forewarde the businesse of the gospell. 2600 E. Blount tr. 
Conesiaggio 314^ Not suffering his men to discharge one 
volley.. for that it seemed unto him a vaine diligence. 2652 
J. Wadsworth tr. Sandovals Civ. WarsSgain 253 Whilest 
the Lord High Constable was making all these diligences, 
the Cardinal stole secretly out of Valladolid. 

f &. One in whom the quality is personified ; a 
diligent person. ( nonce-use ,) 

2610 Shaks. Temg. v. i. 241 A r, Was*t well done ? Pr. 
Brauely (my diligence); thou shall be free. 

f e. Phrases, lo put diligence , to do one's 
diligence, to do one’s utmost endeavour, to exert 
oneself To report one's diligence, to report what 
one has done, to report progress. Obs . or arch. 

c 2386 Chaucer Melib. r 27 Whan thou hast for-goon thy 
freend, do diligence to gete another freend. c 1386 — Manci- 
ple's T. 37 And nyght and day did euere his diligence Hir 
fortoplese. 1389 Eng. Gilds (1870) 4 ]>e same maistres 
& breperen shul do her diligence trewly to redresse it. 
2477 Earl Rivers (Caxtont Dictes 128 , 1 shal put my peyn 
and dyligence to distroye the. 2482 Caxton Myrr. 1. vi. 
30 They [kynges] doo their diligence to lerne such clergye 
& science. 1509 Barclay Shyp of Polys (1570) 6 Neuer 
wise man loued . . To haue great riches put ouer great 
diligence. 2539 Cranmer 2 Tim. iv. 9 Do thy diligence, 
that thou mayest come shortly vnto me. 2637-50 Row 
Hist. Kirk (1842) 208 That they be carefull to correct what 
they can, and report their diligence to the nixt Assemblie. 
1690 W. Walker Idiomat. Anglo-Lat. 143, I will doe my 
diligence. 

f 2 . Speed, dispatch, haste. Obs. 

2490 Caxton Eneydos xxvi. 95 Yf thou depart© not with 
all diligence thou shalt soone see the see alle couered with 
vesselles of werre commynge ayenst the. 2548 Hall Chron. 
37 This phisician dyd not long lynger . . but with good 
diligens repaired to the queue. 2605 Shaks. Lear 1. v. 4 
If your Dilligence be not speedy, 1 shall be there afore you. 
*632 J- Hayward tr. Biondis Eromena 21 Posting on with 
such diligence that by darke night hee reached [etc.]. 2703 
Rowe Ulyss. iv. i. 1415 With thy swiftest Diligence return. 
2781 Gibbon Decl. # F. III. 41 His rival . . fled before 
him with the diligence of fear. 

b. A ‘ company * of messengers- Obs. 

2486 Bk. St. A lbans F vj b, A Diligens of Messangeris. 
Careful attention, heedfulness, caution. To 
do or have diligence, to take care, take heed, be- 
ware ; to take care of or about a thing, to look 
after it carefully. Obs. 

2340 Ayenb. 238 peruore hi ssolle do greate payne and 
grat diligence wel to loki hare ebastete. 238a Wyclif 
1 Tim. iii. 5 If ony man kan not gouerne his hous, how 
schal he haue diligence of the chirche of God. c 2400 Lan - 
franc's Cirurg. 241 It is necessarie \>&t a surgian have more 
diligence in pe woundis of pe face, 1483 Caxton Cato 
Bvb, Thou oughtest to take dyligence and cure of thy 
werkes. 1535 Coverdale Prov. iv, 23 Kepe thine hert 
with all diligence, 2577 B. Googe Heresbactis Husb. In. 
(1586) 152 To keepe your Bacon any long time, you must use 

« reate diligence in the salting and drying of it, 2587 
Iascal Govt. Cattle , Horses (1627) 100 A horse doth aske 
a greater deligence to be meated and kept .. then other 
cattell. 1665 Hooke Mtcrogr. 47 Moscovy. glass . .with care 
and diligence may be slit into pieces . . exceeding thin. 
2795 Southey Joan of Arc vm. Thou wilt guard them 
with due diligence, Yet not forgetful of humanity, 
t b. with pi. Ohs. 

1675 M. Clifford Hum. Reason in Phenix 1708 II. 530 
Those necessary Diligences which are requir’d for so doubt- 
ful and dangerous a Passage. 

4 . Lazo. The attention and care due from a person 
in a given situation ; spec, that incumbent upon the 
parties to a contract. 

2622 Malynes A tic. Law Merch. 407 The diligences 
which are requisite to bee done herein, are.. to be obserued 
accordingly. 2782 Sir W- Jones Ess. Bailments 26. 2848 
Wharton La?o Lex. s.v.. The common law recognizes three 
degrees of diligence, (1) Common or ordinary . . (2) High 
or great, which is extraordinary diligence . . (3) Low or 
slight, which is that which persons of less than common 
prudence, or indeed of any prudence at all, take of their 
own concerns. 1875 Poste Gains 477 The opposite of 
Negligence is Diligence, vigilance, attention, which, Tike 
Negligence, admits of an infinite variety of gradations. 
Ibid. 480 If the interests of the parties are not identical, 
the Roman law, at least, requires extraordinary diligence. 
5 . Sc. Law. a. The process of law by which 
persons, lands, or effects are attached on execution, 
or in security for debt b. The warrant issued by 
a court to enforce the attendance of witnesses, or 
the production of documents. 

2568 m Calderwood Hist. Kirk (1843) II. 426 The persons 
addebted for payment of the same being at the home, 
and no further diligence used for obteamng of payment* 
2752 J. Louthian Form of Process (ed. 2> 37 Therefore, 
necessary it is for the Complainers to have our Warrant 
and Diligence for summoning the said C. D. to compear 
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before Our Lords Justice-General. X754 Brskine Princ. 
Sc. Law (1809) 12 In our supreme courts of Session and 
Exchequer, not only process, but execution of diligence, 
runs in the name of the Sovereign. 1827 Scott Jrnl. 
13 Oct., Mr, Abud . . has given the most positive orders to 
take out diligence against me for his debt of 1500/. 1858 
Polsqn Law fr A, 197 Witnesses are brought into Court 
upon a diligence , 

Diligence 2 (di'lid^ens ; Fr. dfl^ans). [mod. 
F.: a particular use diligence, Diligence 1 sense 2 , 
also in Ger. and Du. ; It. diligenza , Sp. diligencici. ] 
A public stage-coach, (Now used only in reference 
to France or other continental countries.) 

1742 Lady M. W. Montagu Lett (1893) XI. no Travelled 
from Paris to Lyons in the diligence. 1736 Nugent Gr. 
Tour France IV, 19 The Diligence is a kind of stage coach 
so called from its expedition, and differs from the carosse 
or ordinary stage-coach, in little else but in moving with 
greater velocity. It is used chiefly in travelling from Paris 
to Lyons, and from Paris to Brussels. 18x5 M. Birkbeck 
Journ. through France 17 From Rouen to Louviers we 
travelled by diligence. 1838 J. L. Stephens 7 rav. Greece, 
etc. 62/1 We mounted a drosky and rode to the office of the 
diligence, which was situated in the Podolsk, or lower town. 
1883 S. C. Hall Retrospect II. 207 When travelling . . on 
the top of a Diligence, Turner sketched, on the back of 
a letter, Heidelberg. 

t b. Formerly used also in Great Britain. 06s. 
1748 Smollett Rod. Rand, xi, I shall make ray lord very 
merry with our adventures in the diligence, [Satirically: 
it was a wagon.) 177$ Wesley IV ks. <1830) IV. 90, I set 
out for Bedford in the diligence. 1777 Sheridan Sck. Scand. 
t. i, Her guardian caught her just stepping into the York 
Diligence with her dancing-master. 2780 Mad. D’Arblay 
Lett. 9 June, If .. possible to send me a line by the 
diligence to Brighton. 1782 StR J. E. Smith in Mem. 
(1832) I. 55 We went in the diligence to Dumbarton. 1797 
Papers on Reform of Posts App. ii. 3 The Diligence that 
sets out from Bath., on Monday afternoon, will deliver 
a letter on Tuesday morning. 1849 Macaulay Hist. Eng. 

L 379 The interests of large classes had been unfavour- 
ably affected by the establishment of the new diligences. 

C. Used for the passengers of a 4 Diligence*. 
(Cf. Coach sb. 1 c.) 

1887 Rusicin Praeteriia II. 400 The hour when the dili- 
gence dined, 
d. attrib. 

1861 Sat. Rev. 14 Dec. 607 Continuous diligence journey 
of three days and nights required to reach Madrid. *8SS 
Miss Thackeray Village on Cliff in Cornh. Mag. 527, 
Catherine ... looked out through the diligence windows at 
the chateau. 

t Brligency* 06s. [ad. L. diligentia : see 
Diligence i and -ENG y.] =* Diligence K 

1494 Fabyan Ckron. vr. clxxviii. 175 He caused the sayd 
Charlys . . to be norysshed & broughte vp with moost 
dylygensi. 1556 J. Heywood Spider fr F. lxxix. 53 Lack 
of this somers dayes diligentsie, May make me fast two 
dayes in winter. 1619 W. Sclater Exp. 1 Thess. (1630) 
192 Meanes, with more diligency attended. 1672 Mrs. 
Alleine Life Jos. A Heine vi. (1838) 60 With greater 
ardency, diligency, and courage. 

Diligent (dHid^ent), a. (adv.) Also 5-6 
deligent. [a. F. diligent ( 13 - 14 th c. in Hatz.- 
Darm.), ad. L. diligent- em attentive, assiduous, 
careful, in origin pr. pple. of diligere to value or 
esteem highly, love, choose, affect, take delight in 
(doing) ; cf. Pr. diligent , Sp. and It. diligente. ] 

1. Of persons : 4 Constant in application, perse- 
vering in endeavour, assiduous’, industrious ; 4 not 
idle, not negligent, not lazy/ J. 

1340 Ayenb. 32 Uolk . . pet by diligent ine pet hi byep 
yhyealde to done, c 1386 Chaucer Sompn. T. 268 Cure 
covent To pray for yow is ay so diligent. 01430 Syr Gener. 
1152 Thei wer diligent in here seruice. 1500-20 Dunbar 
Poems xc. 7 To fast and pray .. We synfull folk sulde be 
more deligent. 1535 Coverdale Prov. xiii. 4 The souleof 
the diligent shal haue plenty. 1577 B- Googe Hereslack's 
Husb. 1. (15 86) 14 b, A painefull and diligent Bayliffe. 1583 
Hollyband Campo di Fior $$ Philopon is diiigen test, ana 
honestest of all. 1674 Playford Skill Mus. in. 38 He that 
will be diligent to know, .the true allowances. 1771 Burke 
Corr. (1844) I. 351 Though he is not very active in the 
House, few are more diligent attenders. 1849 Macaulay 
Hist. Eng. 1 . 427 Comforts and luxuries .. now unknown 
. . may be within the reach of every diligent and thrifty 
working man. 1877 Mrs. Oliphant Makers Flor. ix. 224 
He was a diligent student, working day and night. 

2. Of actions, etc. : Constantly or steadily ap- 
plied; prosecuted with activity and perseverance ; 

■ assiduous. ; ■ ■ 

*■1430 Lydg. Min. Poems 89 (Matz.) A 1 these thynges, 
Founde ofolde tyme by diligent travaile. fax 500 Wycket 
(1828) x Not in ydle lyuynge, but in diligente Iabourynge. 
1703 Dampier Voy. HI. Pref. Aiv b, Things .. worthy of 
our Diligentest Search and Inquiry. 1847 Longf. Ev. ii, 
Silent awhile were its treadles, at rest was its diligent 
shuttle. 1887 Bowen Virg. AEneid 1. 455 Artist's cunning, 
and workman’s diligent hand. 

f 3. Attentive, observant, heedful, careful. (Of 
persons and their actions, etc.) 06s. 

<71400 Lanfranc's Cirurg . 109 Men raoun be delyuerid of 
manye greet sijknessis if her leebe is kunnynge & diligent 
aboute hem. t <7*460 Sir R. Ros La Belle Dame same 
Mercy 112 in Pol. Rel.fr L. Poems (1866) 55 In his langage 
not gretely dyhgente. 1535 Coverdale Job xlii. 5, I haue 
geuen diligent eare vnto the. a *552 Somerset in Foxe A. fr 
M. (1563) 730 b, It maie appere vnto vs mete, more din- 
gen ter hede to be taken. 2593 Hooker Eccl Pol m. i. 

( x6xx) 85 For lacke of diligent obseruing the difference, 1697 
Dampier V oy. I. 73 A very diligent and observing person. 
*?ox Swift Contests Nobles fr Commons Hi, That exact and 
diligent writer Dionysius Halicarnasseus. 1756 Burke 


r Subl. 4- B. v. iv, On a very diligent examination of my own 
mind . . I do not find that any such picture is formed, 
t b. Attentive to others ; assiduous in service. 
5566 Wills frlnv. N. C. (Surtees 1835)264 All my children 
to be delegent and obbedient tohir as becummithe them. 
1632 J. Hayward tr. Biondts Eromena 105 Not like a 
waiting woman, but like a diligent Squire. 1689 Shadwell 
Bury F. 1. i. He will be diligent and fawning. 

f B. adv. — Diligently. 06s. 

X479 Hng. Gills 413 So that, .they may the better, sewrer, 
and more diiigenter. execute . . their said Officez. 1556 
Lauder Tractate 228 Quhilk suld be taucht most deligent 
Be faithful 1 Pastors. 1590 Spenser F Q. i, iii. 9 He wayted 
diligent. With humble service to her wiil prepard, 
t Diligent, v. Obs. rare. [ad. F. diligent-er 
to execute with diligence (15th c. in Hatz.-Darm.), 
f. diligeitt Diligent.] trans. To bestow diligence 
upon ; to work at diligently. 

*545 Raynold Byrth Mankynde (1634) iv. vi. 197 Be [the 
earth] . . neuer so well diligented and picked, yet alwayes 
therein will remaine . . seeds of vnlooked for weeds. 

Diligently {di -lid^entli ' , adv . [f. Diligent a. 
+ -LY^.J In a diligent manner; with diligence, 
a. With steady application; assiduously, indus- 
triously ; not idly or lazily ; + with dispatch, 

X340 Ayenb. 208 Huo pet zeep diligentliche. 2382 Wyclif 
2 Ckron. xix. n Takith coumfort and doith diligently,, and 
the Lord schal ben with 30U in goodis. 1477 Earl Rivers 
(C axton) Dictes 128 If he be pouer to Iaboure dylygentely. 
1530 ' 1 ' indale A nsw. to More 1. xxvi. Wks. (1573) 287/2 The 
Jewes studyed the scripture the deligenterly. c 1540 Boorde 
The boke for to Lerne C ij b, They . . serue god the holy 
dayes . . more dylygentlyer, than to do theyr worke. 1568 
Grafton Ckron. II. 822 That all thinges .. shoulde be 
spedily and diligently done. 1622 T. Taylor Comm. Titus 
x. 6 Study to doe thy owne dutie diligently. X752 Johnson 
Rambler No. 207 i* 8 When we have diligently laboured 
for any purpose. 1870 Anderson Missions Amer. Bd. III. 
iv. 53 Applying himself diligently . . to natural and theo- 
logical science. 1894 J. T. Fowler Adamnan Introd. 70 
Columba laboured diligently among the Piets, 
fb. Attentively, carefully, heedfuily. Obs. 

CX391 Chaucer Astrol. 11. § 17 Espie diligently whan this 
.. sterre passeth any-thing the sowth westward. 1483 
Caxton Gold. Leg . 72/1 Beholdyng hym dylygently in the 
elere lyght. 1559 w. Cunningham Cosmogr. Gtasse 139 
Marking diligentlye that the Center of the second Circle, 
be in the line of sighte. 2656 Ridgley Proust Pkysick 87 
It must be diligently distinguished from an Imposthume. 
1695 Ld. Preston Boeth. v. 226 It hath not yet been dili- 
gently and thorowly determined. 

t Diiigeiitness. Obs. rare - °. [f. as prec. 

+ -ness. j The quality of being diligent; dili- 
gence, assiduity. 

1530 Palsgr. 212/2 Delygentnesse, diligence. 2380 Baret 
Alv. Q 15 Diligentnesse, lustinesse, quicknesse, lmpigritas. 
1727 Bailey vol. II, Diligentness, diligence. 

Dilirious, -ium, obs. erron. ff. Delirious, 

-IUM. 

Dilituric (dailitiu9-rik\ a. Ghent, [f. Di-2 2 
+ Lith-ic + Uric.] In dilituric acid \ Q H 3 (N0 2 ) 
N 2 0 8 , a substitution product of urea, crystallizing 
in colourless square prisms and laminae. Its salts 
are Dilitirrates. 


1073 watts uict. Lnem. 11. 96b Dilituric acid is tribasic, 
. . The diliturates have a white or yellow colour, and are 
remarkably stable. 

Dilmer(e, obs. forms of Deliver. 

Din (dll), $ 6.1 [OE. dill, dile , (dil) dyle masc. 
= OLG. dilli, MDu. and Du. dille f., GHG. tilli, 
MHG. tille m. and f., Ger. dill m., dille f., Dan. 
dild } Sw. dill. Ulterior derivation unknown.] 

1 . An umbelliferous annual plant, Anethum gra- 
veolens , with yellow flowers, a native of the South 
of Europe, Egypt, India, South Africa, etc., culti- 
vated in herb gardens in England and other 
countries, for its carminative fruits or ‘seeds’. 
Also called Anet. 

a 70a Epinal [& a 800 Erf] Gloss. 21 Anetum dil. #800 
Corpus Gloss. 159 Anetum dili. <7x000 Ags. Gosp. Matt, 
xxiu. 23 Wa eow, boceras . . ge >e teoffiaS mintan and 
dile and cymyn. cxooo Sax. Leechd. II. 20 Wi> heafod 
ece ;$enim diles blostman. a 1387 Sinon. Barthol. (Anecd. 
Oxon.) 10 Anetum , dile vel dille. <7 1420 Pallad . on Husb. 
lv 167 No we sette in places colde, senvey and dyle. 1578 
te Dodoens n. xc. 270 They sowe Dill in ai gardens, 
wortes, and Pot herbes. 1590 Spenser F. Q. m. 
il 49 Had gathered rew, and savine, and the flowre Of 
camphora, and calamint, and dill. 1612 Drayton Poly-olb. 
xiu. 218 The wonder-working Dill . . Which curious women 
use in many a nice disease. 1627 Drayton Agincourt, etc.. 
Nympkidia 127 Therewith her Veruayne and her Dill, 
That hindreth Witches of their will 1778 Bp. Lowth 
Transl. Isaiah xxviii. 25 Doth not he then scatter the dill, 
and cast abroad the cummin? 1794 Martyn Rousseatis 
Bot. v. 57 Some, as fennel, dill, .have yellow flowers. 1855 
Singleton Virgil I, xx The bloom of scented dill. 

2 . Applied locally to other umbelliferous plants; 
also to some species of vetch ; see quots. 

<rx68o Enquiries 2/2 Do you sow hereabout the Gore- 
Vetch. .Dills or Lentils? S789 W. Marshall Glouc. Gloss., 
Dill, eroum hirsutum, two-seeded tare; which has been 
cultivated (on the Cotswold Hills) time immemorial, prin- 
cipally for hay. 1847-78 Halliwell, Dill, hedge parsley. 
V ar. dial x88x Leicester Gloss., Dill, tare ; vetch (Vida 
satwa). 1884 Cheshire Gloss., Dills , Vetches. ‘ Dills and 
wuts are often sown to be cut as green meat for horses. 

3 . alt rib. and Comb., as dill flower, -fruit, -seed ; 
f dill-nut ( dil-note ), an old name of the Earth-nut, 
Bunium (also, by confusion of ‘pig-nut ’ and 4 sow- 


bread taken in the herbals as Cyclamen) ; dill- 
water, a carminative draught prepared from dill* 
dill weed, a name in U.S. for May weed, Anthe- 
mis Cotula. 

a 2450 A Iphita (Anecd. Oxon.) 134 Pauls porcinus, cicla - 
men, malunt terre, dilnote itel erthenote. a 1500 Laud 
MS: 553 in Cockayne Sax. Leechd. III. 321 Ciclamum, 
eor)?enote or dillnote or slyte or halywort. pis herbe hath 
leues ylich to fenel & whyte floures & a small stalk & 
he groweth in wodes & medes. 1586 W. Webbe Eng. 
Poetrie (Arb.) 78 And dyll flowres most sweete that 
sauoureth also. 1641 French Distill, ii. (1651) 49 Adde to 
them . . of Dill-seed bruised two ounces, 1858 Hogg Veg. 
Kingd. 377 The carminative draught known as Dill water. 
x86o All Year Round No. 52. 48 The dill- water stands 
upon the shelf. 

f Dill, sb . 2 Obs. Rogues' Cant. [Variant of, or 
error for, Dell 2 .] A girl, wench. 

a 1627 Middleton Spanish Gipsy iv. i, Who loves not his 
dill, let him die at the gallows. 

Dill* sb.% Naut. The space underneath the 
cabin floor in a wooden fishing vessel, into which 
the bilge- water drains. 

1882 Standard 11 Mar. 3/4 The lad was placed in the 
dill, a place at the bottom of the vessel, full of bilge water. 
Dill sb. 4 , obs. form of Dole, grief, mourning. 
c 2420 Anturs of Arth. xv, I in dungun, and dill, is done 
for to duelle. a X765 Sir Cawline iv, in Child Ballads nu 
lxi. 58/1 Great dill to him was dight. 

Dill sbf, erron. f. dilse, Dulse, a sea-weed. 

2867 in Smyth Sailor's Word-bk. 
t Dill, a. north, dial. Obs. Also 4 dil, dille, 
deille, dylle. [Perh. early form of Dull a. q.v.] 
Sluggish, slow, stupid, dull. 

<7x200 Ormin 3714 Mannkinn J>att wass stunnt & dill, & 
skilllses swa summ asse. a 1300 Cursor M. 17225 (Cott.) Bot 
1 pat es sa dedli dill, Me spedis ai me-self to spill. Ibid. 
27238 Yong man [is] idel, and aid man dill. 13.. E. E. 
A Hit. P . A. 679 Hymself to onsware he is not dylle. 13. . 
Gaw. <$• Gr. Knt. 1529 3 e demen me to dille your dalyaunce 
to herken. <21400 Relig. Pieces fr. Thornton MS. ix. 
(1867) 91 All >e dedes pay couthe doo j?at derfe ware and 
ddl. y 1440 York Myst. xxvii. 149 Sowel away ! Thateuer 
I did pat dede so dill. 

t Dill, v . 1 Cbs. Also 4 dil, dyle. [a. ON .dylja 
(pa. t. dztldi, duldi, pa. pple. duldr, dulidr), bw. 
dolja, Da. dolge to conceal, hide, keep close, dis- 
guise : cf. ON. dul concealment, dulr silent, close, 
dul- secret.] 

1 . trans . To conceal, hide, keep secret. 

a 1300 Cursor M. 202 (Cott.) Iuus wit per gret vnschill 
Wend his vprisyng to dill. Ibid. 1081 His broiper ded 
sua wend he dil, Bot he moght nourquar it hil. Ibid. 4271 
And ioseph lette he wist it noght ; He wist and dild it, als 
pe wis. Ibid. 13031 Naman aght it thol ne dill. [Fairf. 
dyk-l . Hid. 2x3,63 pe right rode pai wend to dil (Fairf . 
dille] Vte of pe cristen men skil. 

2 . intr. To conceal oneself, to hide. 

a 1300 Cursor M. 9292 (Cott.) Fra him for-soth sal nan cun 
dil \v. rr. stele, wipdrawe]. 

Din, *.2 north, dial. [Related to Dtll a. : cf. 
Dull v. ; also ON. dilla intr. to trill, to lull.] 
trans. To soothe, assuage, lull, quiet down. 

C1450 Henryson Robin $ Ma . v, My dule in dern bot 
gif thow, dill Doutles bot dreid I de. c 1460 Towneley Myst. 
xv. 80 (Surtees) 136 My son? alas, for care 1 who may my 
doyllys dyll? 1641 R. Baillie Lett. 4- Jmls. (1841) I. 310 
Ihe noise of the Queen’s Voyage to B'rance is dilled down. 
1820 J. Strutheks Brit Minstrel II. 80 The word dill 
means simply to soothe or assuage. 1851 S. Judd Margaret 
140 (Bartlett) This medecine. It’ll dill fevers, dry up sores 
. .kill worms. 1855 Robinson Whitby Gloss., Dill, to ease 
pain, to ‘lull, as something * to dill the toothache 1875 
Lane. Gloss., Dill, to lull or soothe a child.. ‘thee dill that 
chylt an’ git it asleep \ 

b. absol. To benumb, cause dullness. 
c * 45 ° StCuthbert (Surtees) 4034 With paim pe seke man 
fete he hilde For pare pe paralisy first dllde. 
t Bill, Obs. [Origin uncertain.] trans. To 
trim, deck, dress up. (Also absol.) 

*548 Hooper Declar . xoCommandm. x.Wks. (Parker Soc.) 
37 7 Other sort . . are a-dilling and burling of their hair a 
longer time than a godly woman, .is in apparelling of three 
or four young infants. 1594 Willobie Arisaxx. i. (1635) 38 
No maruell well, though you haue thriu’d That so can decke, 
that so can dill. x6x6 J. Lane Cont. Sqrls T. xi. 160 The 
v ? n /^ es of thother knightes and ladies ; The fickell pompe 
of dilld-vp whifflinge babies. 

t! Dillenia (dilrnia). Bot. [mod.L. after Dil- 
lenius, professor of botany at Oxford 1728-1747.] 
A genus of plants, typical of the N.O. Dilleniacem, 
natives of India and the Eastern peninsula, con- 
sisting of lofty forest trees with handsome flowers. 
Hence DiUenia*ceous a., of or belonging to the 
natural order JDilleniacese. Dille'niad, a member 
of this natural order. 

1753 Chambers Cycl. Supp., Dillenia , . . a genus of plants. 
1807 J, E. Smith Phys. Bot 377 Dillenia, with its beautiful 
blossoms and fruit, serves to immortalize two of the most 
meritorious among botanists. 1837 Penny Cycl. VIII. 497 
puiemaceous plants are distinguished . . from Magnoliacese 
by their want of stipules. 1866 Treas. Bot. I. 408 The 
species of this genus of dilleniads are handsome lofty trees 
inhabiting dense forests in India. 

+ Billi-da-rlmg. Obs. rare. [First element 
app. identical with Dilling.] A term of endear- 
ment : a darling. So 

[These terms translate F. dorelot and bedault, both of which 
Cotgr. renders ‘dilling’.] 


DIE 3 LI GROUT, 


365 


DILUTE, 


a 1693 Urquhart Rabelais 111. xiv. 114 As if I had been a 
, . neat dillidarling Minion, like Adonis. Ibid. ra. xviii. 146 
My dainty Fedle-darling, my gentiel Dilli-minion. 
DiTligrout. Obs. exc. Hist. Also dile-, dille-, 
dilly-. [Derivation unknown. 

In the recent form of the word, the second element is app. 
taken as grout porridge of coarse meal ; but this appears 
to be only a 17th c. mis-reading of the Anglo-French del 
girunt or geroitn of unknown meaning. Cf. Testa de 
Neville (Reed.), Debet facere ferculum [quendam] quod 
vocatur [del] girunt. 1304 Lib. de Antiq. Leg. p. lxxix. 
Ferculum pro domino Rege quod vocatur mees de geroun.] 

A kind of pottage, of which a mess was offered 
to the Kings of England on their coronation-day, 
by the lord of the manor of Addington in Surrey, 
being the * service’ by which that manor was held. 

(In" Domesday the manor is held by Tezelin the King’s 
cook.) 

1663 St, George's Day (1685) 10 Thomas Leigh Esquire was 
brought up to the Table with a Mess of Pottage called Dite- 
gront, by reason of his Tenure of the Manor of Addington. 
1679 Blount A nc . Tenures 1. 1737 Ceremonies Coronations 
49 Then follows the Mess of Pottage, or Gruel, called Dille- 
grout. 1778 Eng. Gazetteer (ed. 2) s. v. Addington , The 
Ld. of this manor, in the R. of Henr. III. held it by this 
service, viz. to make his Majesty a mess of pottage in an 
earthen pot in the K’s kitchen at his coronation, called Dil- 
ligrout. 1880 Burton Reign Q. Anne Li. 51. 

Billing (.didig). Obs. txc.diaL [Of doubtful 
etymology : it has been variously conjectured to 
be connected with Dill vA, or ON. dilla to trill, 
to lull, or to be a modification of derling ;• Darling. 
Further evidence is wanted.] A term of endear- 
ment, sometimes equivalent to darling, sometimes, 
the youngest of a family, the last born. In modern 
dialects applied to the weakling of a litter. 

[1547 S alesbury Welsh Did., Dillin Mignyon.] 1584 B. R. 
Herodotus 106 After this there befell unto him another mis- 
chiefs that sate as neere his skirtes as the death of his bil- 
ling. 1598 Florio, Mignone, a minion, a fauorit, a diking, 
a minikin, a darling. 1607 Marston What you Will 11. 1, 
Sunne, Moons, and seauen Starres make thee the diking of 
Fortune. 1611 Cotgr., Besot, a diking, or swill-pough ; the 
last, or yongest child one hath. 1612 Drayton Poly-olb. 
ii. 26 The youngest and the last. .Saint Hellen’s name doth 
beare, the diking of her mother. 1617 Minsheu Ductor^ in 
Ling., A Dilling or wanton, one borne his father being 
very old. .he is loved more than the rest, a 1639 Whately 
Prototypes n. xxvi. (1640) 76 For Joseph and Benjamin . . 
they were his youngest sons, dillings as we call them. 1674 
Ray S. <5* E. C. Words 64 A Dilling ; a Darling or best- 
beloved child. 1890 Robertson Glouc. Gloss., Dilling pig 
or dolly pig, the weakly pig of a litter. 

Dillisk, -esk, -osk, dills, Irish and Sc. names 
of Dulse. 

Dill-nut : see under Dill sbO- 
t Biilixe, v. Mining . Obs . Also 8 drileugh, 
7-8 erron. drive, [a. Cornish dyllo to send forth, 
emit, let out, liberate, discharge (Williams) —Welsh 
dillwng to let go, liberate. (The final 0 in the 
Cornish was very close, hence the Eng. spelling .■«*.)] 
trans. To finish the dressing of (tin-ore) by shak- 
ing it in a fine sieve in water. Hence Dinner, 
Dillning'-sieve. 

1671 in Phil. Trans. VI. 2110 We. .dilue \frinted dilve] it 
(i. e. by putting it into a Canvass Sieve, which holds water, 
and in a large (Tub of water lustily shake it) so that the filth 
gets over the rim of the Sieve, leaving the Black Tin behind. 
1721 Bailey, D living, a word used in the dressing Tin Ore. 
1778 W. Pryce Min. Comub. 223 The latter [waste] will 
run or fly over, and is called dilleughing smalls or pitworks. 
Ibid. 319 Dillueing. \Dillengh, To let go, jet fly, send 
away. Dylyr, id. Cornish.) A method of washing or finish- 
ing the dressing of Tin in very fine hair sieves, called 
Dillueing sieves, or Dilluers. 

Dill weed : see under Dill sbf 
Billy 1 (drli). [Abbreviation of Diligence 2 .] 
+ 1. A familiar term for the diligence or public 
stage-coach of former days. Obs. 

1786 Mackenzie Lounger No. 54 P 5 A coach with eight 
insides, besides two boys and their governor in the^ dilly. 
1798 J. W. F reue Loves of the T riangles ( Anti- Jacobin ) 179 
So down thy hill, romantic Ashbourn, glides The Derby 
dilly, carrying Three Insides. 1811 E. Lysaght Poems 39 
Some to avoid mad care’s approaches Fly off in dillies, or 
mail-coaches. 1818 Moore Fudge Fam. Paris x. 35/ Be- 
ginning gay, desperate, dashing down-hilly ; And ending as 
dull as a six-inside Dilly ! ’ 1894 Sir J. D. Astley Fifty 
Years of my Life 1 . 93 This always swung at the side of the 
‘ dilly ’ [Note, i. e. diligence]. 

+ 2. A kind of vehicle, private or plying for 
hire. Obs. 

1794 W. Felton Carriages (1801) II. App. 14 The price 
of a simple Dilly or Chair Box caned or ruled with springs 
is five guineas. 1833 Marryat.P, Simple (1863) 47 We sallied 
forth, and. , found all sorts of vehicles ready to take us to 
the fair. We got into one which they called a diky. 1840 
—- Poor Jack xi, Dillies. .plied at the Elephant and Castle. 
3. Applied dialectally to various carts, trucks, 
and other wheeled vehicles, used in agriculture and 
industrial operations. 

1850 JmL R. Agric. Soc. XI. 11. 727 Crops of vegetables. . 
which they carry to the Bristol market in their ‘ dillies * as 
their light platform carts are called. 1863 Morton Cycl. 
Agric. Gloss., Dilly (West. Eng.), a frame on wheels for 
carrying teazles and other light matters. _ 1877 N. W.Linc. 
Gloss.,, Dilly, a vehicle used for removing manure. i 883 
Elworthy IV. Somerset Word-bk. 194 Dilly, A cask on 
wheels for carrying liquids ; a water-cart. Also a low four- 
wheeled truck on which mowing-machines and other im- 
plements are drawn. 1892 Northumbld. Gloss., The old 


engine on the Wylam railway was . . called . . * the Wylam 
dilly ’. The counter-balance mounted upon two pairs of 
tram wheels, by means of which the empty tubs in a pit are 
carried up an incline, is called a dilly. 

Billy -, colloq. or dial. A call to ducks; hence, 
a nursery name for a duck (also dilly-duck). 

Nursery Song ‘ Mrs. Bond John Ostler, go fetch me a 
duckling or two; Cry, dilly, dilly, dilly, dilly, come and be 
killed, a 1845 Hood Drowning Ducks xiv, The tenants . . 
Had found the way to Pick a dilly. 1880 Blackmore Mary 
Auerley I. xviii. 283 The sweetness and culture of tame 
dilly-ducks. 1888 Berksh. Gloss., Dill or Dilly, Call for 
ducks. 

Drily 3. A familiar shortening of Daffo- 

dilly. 

1878 Britten & Holland Plani-n ., Dilly, an abbrevi- 
ation of daffodilly. Derby. White Dillies , i. e. white daffo- 
dillies, Narcissus poetimts. Lane. 

Billy [Shortened from Sapodilla , the name 
used by Catesby Nat. Hist. Carolina II. 87.] In 
Wild Dilly , a small sapotaceous tree, Mimusops 
Sieberi, found in the W. Indies and on the Florida 
keys, and yielding a very hard wood. 

1895 Sargent Silva N. America V. 183 Wild Dilly, dis- 
covered on the Bahamas by Mark Catesby. Catesby calls 
it ‘ Sappodiko Tree *. 

Billy -'bag*. Also simply dilli, dilly. Aus- 
tralia. [dilli native name in Queensland.] An 
Australian native-made bag or basket, plaited of 
rushes or bark. Hence Billyful. 

1847 Leichhardt Jrnl. iii. 90 In their ‘dillis* (small 
baskets) were several roots or tubers. Ibid. 91 Dillis neatly 
worked of Koorajone bark. 1885 Mrs. C. Austra- 

lian Life 34, I learned too at the camp to plait dilly-bags. 

1889 — Romance of Station 75 A fresh dillyful of live crabs. 

1890 Boldrewood Colonial Reformer xvii. 210 May- boy 
came forward dangling a small dilly-bag. 1893 Mrs. C. 
Praed Outlaw Sf Lawmaker I. 103 The dilly-bag, which 
had been plaited by the gins, smelled atrociously. 

Dilly-dally (diTiidse'li), v. [A varied redupli- 
cation of Dally v., with the same alternation as in 
zig-zag, shilly-shally , etc., expressing see-saw 
action.] inlr. To act with trifling vacillation 
or indecision ; to go on dallying with a thing 
without advancing ; to loiter in vacillation, to 
trifle. 

(Prob. in colloquial use as early as 1600: cf. the sb.) 

1741 Richardson Pamela (1824) I. 100 What you do, sir, 
do; don’t stand dilly-dallying. 1801 Mar. Edgeworth 
Belinda (1832) I. xvii. 320, 1. knew she’d dilly dally with 
Clary till he would turn upon his heel and leave her. 1877 
Spurgeon Serm. XXIII. 598 Every man. .who dilly-dallies 
with salvation and runs risks with his sou 1 . 1883 Stevenson 

Treasure I si. lv. xvi, There is no time to dilly-dally in our 
work. 

Hence Dilly-dallying vbl. sb. and ppl. a.; 
Dilly-da’llier. 

1879 Mrs. L. B. Walford Cousins III. 214 Mind you I’ll 
have no dilly-dallying this time. 1880 Webb Goethe'' s Faust 
Prel. for Theatre 14 Don’t say you’re not in time to show it ! 
The dillydallier ne’er will be. 1881 Durham Univ. Jml. 
37 Dec. 133 Half-hearted, dilly-dallying work. 

BiTly-da-lly, sb., a., adv. [f. the vb.] 

+ A. sb. Dilly-dallying, trifling hesitancy. Also 
the name of a game. Obs . 

a 1610 Babington Comf. Notes, Gen. xxiv. 57 Such dilly 
dally is fitter for heathens that know not God, than for 
sober Christians. 1698 E. Ward Trip Jamaica Wks. 1717 
II. 156 The chief sports we had on board, to pass the tedious 
hours, were Hob, Spie the Market, Shove the Slipper, Dilly- 
Dally. 

B. adj. {dial.'). C. adv. ( nonce-use .) 

1749 Fielding Tom Jones xviii. xii, If I had suffered her 
to stand shill I shall I, diky dally, you might not have had 
that honour yet awhile. 1888 Elworthy W. Somerset 
Word-bk. 194 Dilly-dally, undecided ; shilly-shally. 1893 
Q. [Couch] Delectable Duchy 240 Of all the dilly-dallyin’ 
men I must say, John, you’m the dilly-dalliest. 

f Dillydown. Obs. rare. Cf. Dilli -darling, 
Dilling. 

c 1460 Towneley Myst. (Surtees) 115 A pratty child is he 
..A dylly downe, perde, To gar a man laghe. 

Dillyful : see Dilly-bag. 

Dilmoud, var. f. Dinmont. 

Dilnote, obs. f. dill-nut : see Dill shy 3. 
Bilogical (dsil^'dgikal), a. [f. Gr. 8l\oyo$ 
doubtful, diXoyia repetition ■+• -10 -K -al, after logi- 
cal.’] Having a double meaning ; equivocal. 

c 1633 T. Adams Wks. (1861-2)!. 10 (D.) In such spurious, 
enigmatical, dilogical terms as the devil gave his oracles. 

Bilog J (diTodgi, dsrlodgi). Rhet. [ad. L. 
dilogia ambiguity, a. Gr. dtRofta, f. hiXcjos, f. 5i- 
twice + -A070S speaking. In mod.F. dilogie.] 

1. The use of an ambiguous or equivocal expres- 
sion ; the word or expression so used. 

1656 Blount Glossogr., Dilogy , a doubtful speech, which 
may signifie or be construed two ways. 1832 J. C. Hare in 
Philol. Museum I. 460 A double meaning or. dilogy is the 
saying only one thing, but having two things in view. 

2. Repetition of a word or phrase, in the same 
context. In recent Diets. 

t Bilo*ricate, V. Obs. rare— 0 , [f. L. dild- 
riedt ppl. stem of dildrudre to tear apart or open 
(one’s dress, etc.), f. di- (< dis -) apart + lorica leathern 
cuirass] 

1623 Cockeram, Diloricate, to rip. 1656 Blount Glossogr., 
Di loricate, to undo, cut or rip a coat that is sewed. 


Dilse, Sc. form of Dulse. 
f DilircM, a. Obs. [ad. L. dilucid-us dear, 
bright, f. dilucere to be clear, f. di-, dis- apart 
(Dis- i) +ltlcere to shine, be light.] 

1. lit. Clear to the sight ; pure, bright, rare. 

1650 Bulwer Antkropomet . vii ; (1653) 133 Ear es.. soft and 
delicate, aspersed with the dilucid colour of Roses. 

2. Clear to the understanding; lucid, plain, 
manifest. 

a 1640 Jackson Creed x. xiii, His illustrations out of scrip- 
ture are far more dilucide. 1640 G. Watts tr. Bacon's Adv. 
Learn, viii, iii. (R.), An ambiguous, or not so perspicuous 
and dilucide description of lawes. 1671 True Nonconf. 224 
A dilucide and th[o]rough knowledge. 

f Biluxidate, ppl Obs. [ad. L iiluciddt - 
us, pa. pple. of diluciddre to make clear, to ex- 
plain, f. dilucid-us'. see prec.] Made clear or 
lucid; —prec. Hence -f Biluci&ateness. 

1651 Biggs NewDisp. r 297 Very often more dilucidate in 
their abstracted part. 1727 Bailey vol. II,’ Dilucidaieness 
..clearness, plainness, 

t Biluxidate, Obs. Also 6-7 de-. 
dlluciddt- ppl. stem of diluciddre ; see 
trans. To make clear or plain ; to elucidate. 

1538 St. Papers Hen. VIII, I. 576 Such annotacions .. 
as shall douteles delucidate and cleare the same. i6xx 
Cotgr., Dihicider, to cleere, dilucidate, explain, mani- 
fest. 2638 Sir T. Herbert Trav. (ed. 2) 95 Till time might 
delucidate his innocency. 1761 Sterne Tr. Shandy III. 
xxx viii, He has . . examined every part of it dialectically 
dilucidating it with all the light which . . the collision of his 
own natural parts could strike. 1764 T. Phillips Life Reg. 
Pole (1767) I. 43 FI is conscience was interested in having 
the lawfulness of it dilucidated. 

Hence Dilu cidated ppl. a. ; Dilucidating 1 vbl 
sb . ; Dilucidator. 

a 3660 Hammond Wks. II. ill. 6 (R.) For the dilucidating 
of obscurities in ancient story. 1689 (title), The Diluci- 
dator, or Reflections upon modern transactions, by way of 
Letters from a person at Amsterdam to his friend in London. 
1759 Dilworth Pope 2 A concise and dilucidated account 
of the life of Pope. 

T DHucida/tion. Obs. [ad. L. dllucidatidn-em, 
n. of action from diluciddre to Dilucidate.] The 
action of making lucid or clear ; a clearing up ; 
explanation, elucidation. 

1615 Crooke Body of Matt 698 It remainefh that wee pro- 
ceede vnto the dilucidation of some difficult questions con- 
cerning the Eares. 1657 Tomlinson Ren on's Disp. 502 
It needs no further dilucidation. a 1661 Holyday Juvenal 
i2i As Marcekus Donatus observed in his Dilucidations of 
Li vie. 1744 Warburton Wks. (1811) XL 277 A full diluci- 
dation of my four propositions. 

t Biluci dity. Obs. [f. Dilucid : see -ity.] 
The quality of being dilucid ; clearness, lucidity. 

1603 Holland Plutarch's Mor. 1199 Together with plain- 
nesse, and diluciditie, beliefe was so turned and altered. 

t Biluxidly, adv. Obs . [f. Dilucid + -ly 2.J 
Lucidly ; clearly, plainly. 

1638 Mede Ep. to Hartlib Wks. (3672) iv. 869 If I have not 
expressed myself so dilucidly as I should, I pray help it. 1677 
Cary Chronol. 11. 11. Concl. 270 Provided that he .. do first 
Dilucidely answer those Objections. 

Diludge, obs. var. of Deluge. 

Diluent (drkzq&it), a. and sb. [ad. L. diluent- 
e m, pr. pple. of diluere to wash away, dissolve : 
see Dilute.] A. adj. 

1. Diluting ; serving to attenuate or weaken the 
consistency of any fluid by the addition of water or 
the like ; spec., in medicine, making thin the fluids 
of the body. 

1731 Arbuthnot On Aliments v. (R.), There is no real 
diluent but water ; every fluid is diluent as it contains 
water in it. 1757 Johnstone in Phil. Trouts. L. 546 To 
drink plentifully of thin broths, and other soft diluent 
liquors. *833 E. Fitzgerald Lett. (1889) I. 20 None of 
the washy, diluent effects of green vegetables. 1884 H. W. 
Beecher in Chr. World Pulpit XXV. 234 As men mix 
strong wines with diluent water. 

2, That has the property of dissolving ; solvent. 
1878 Mozley Ess. II. 379 (Argt. Design) A rule much 

more diluent of all certainty. 

B.sb. 

1. That which dilutes, dissolves, or makes more 
fluid ; a diluting agent ; a solvent. 

3775 Sir E. Barry Observ. Wines 392 This is the universal 
diluent. 1827 Abernethy Surg. Wks. I. 31 The pancreatic 
juice has been considered as an useful and necessary diluent. 
1836 R. A. Vaughan Mystics (i860) I. 215 A chemist might 
call the former the sublimate, the latter the diluent, of the 
Actual. 1878 Mozley Ess. II. 382 {Argt. Design) They 
are dissolved as soon as they enter this strong diluent. 

2. spec. A substance which increases the propor- 
tion of water in the blood and other bodily 
fluids. 

1721 Bailey, Diluents . . medicines serving to thin the 
blood. 1732 Arbuthnot Rules of Diet 270 Diluents, as 
Water, Wney, Tea. 3782 J. C. Smyth in Med. Commun. 
I. 77 Warm diluents were, .all that were necessary for the 
cure, 1861 Flo, Nightingale Nursing 53 The patient 
requires diluents for quite other purposes than quenching 
the thirst. 1875 H. C. Wood Therap. (1879) 588 A diluent 
is an indifferent substance which is absorbed and in its 
passage through the body simply dilutes the various fluids 
of the organism as well as the excretions. 

Dilute (di-, dail^-t), ppl. a. [ad. L. dihlt-us 
diluted, weak, thin, pa. pple. f. dilugre to dissolve, 
dilute, f. di-, dis - (DlS- 1 ) + luere to wash.] 


prec) 


DILUTE, 


DILirVIUM. 


1. Weakened in consistency or strength by the 
addition of water or of anything having a like 
effect ; watered down. 

1658 Phillips, s.v. Dilution, Wine dilute sign i fie th wine 
that is mingled with water, c 1698 Locke Cond. Vnderst. 
§ 45 A large dose of dilute tea. 1757 A. Cooper Distiller 
1. xvi. (r 760) 70 The Wash should _ be made dilute or thin. 
*843 Sm C. Scudamore Med. Visit Griifenberg 22 In the 
most dilute urine, I found the evidence of saline matter. 

b. spec, of a chemical substance. 

1800 Henry Epit. Chevi. (180S) 1x8 Weigh the dilute acid 
employed. 18x6 Accum Chem. Tests (x8x8) 176 Soluble in 
dilute nitric and acetic acid. 1871 B. Stewart Heat § 129 
One of dilute sulphuric acid. 

c. Of a weakened or weaker colour (as in an in- 
fusion to which water is added) ; washed-out. 

1665 Phil. Trans. I. 106 After a while it [matter] . . grows 
dilute and pale. 1728 Pemberton Newton's Philos. 346The 
yellow which preceded this was at first pretty good, but soon 
grew dilute. 1796 Withering Brit. Plants IV. 262 Gills 
fixed, dilute green . . or whitish towards the edges % 18x3 
Prichard Phys. Hist. Mankind (1836) 1. 221 A much lighter, 
or more dilute shade. x86o Tyndall Glac. 1. xviii, 128 And 
permit the sun to shed a ghastly dilute light. 

2. fig. Weak, enfeebled, poor, paltry. Obs. (exe, 
as directly/^. from 1 ). 

1605 Bacon A dv. Learn, ir. xxv. § 12. 125 The more you 
recede from the Scriptures .. the more weake and dilute are 
your positions, a 1631 Donne Serm. Hosea ii. 19 (1634) 22 
How pallid, and faint, and dilute a thing all the honours of 
this world are. 1664 H. More Myst. I nig. 208 It were a 
dilute business for the Apostle to describe Antichrist onely 
by the bare denial of Jesus his being the Christ. 1723 
Wollaston Relig. Nat. viii. 166 The relation between the 
children of these children grows more remote and dilute, 
and in time wears out. 18x4 Monthly Mag. XXXVII. 333 
Many a work of art distilled to its essential beauties would 
keep, which putrifies in its dilute state. 

Dilute (di-, daibw’t), v. [f. L. dilut- ppl. stem 
of diluere : see prec. Cf. F. dzluer.] 

1. trans. To dissolve or make liquid by the addi- 
tion of water, esp. to make thinner or weaker by 
this means, to water down ; to reduce the strength, 
of (a fluid) by admixture. 

1664 Evelyn Kal Hort . (1729) 207 Diluting it with a 
Portion of Water. 17x2 Blackmore Creation vl (R.), By 
constant weeping mix their watery store With the chyle’s 
current, and dilute it more. 1791 Cowper Iliad ix. 251 
Replenish it with wine Diluted less. 1791 Hamilton Ber- 
thollefs Dyeing I. 1. 1. i. 5 Sulphuric acid diluted with a 
very large quantity of water. 1799 G. Smith Laboratory 
I. 270 Lay on it muscle-shell gold or silver, diluted with size. 
x8oo tr. Lagrange's Chem. I.294 Dilute one part of calcined 
bones in four parts of water. 1830 M Donovan Dont. Econ. 

I. 373A small quantity of brandy, diluted with much water. 
1856 E mekson Eng. Traits, Result Wks- (Bohn) II. 333 In 
bad seasons, the porridge was diluted. 1867 W. W. Smyth 
Coal # Coalmining 223 An adequate amount of ventilation 
.. to dilute and render harmless noxious gases. 

fb. Med. To treat with diluents. Obs. 

1740 E. Baynard Health (ed. 6) 11 They cool, dilute, and 
quench the thirst. 1768 Foote Devil on 2 Sticks in. Wks, 
1799 II. 275 Full power . . to pill . . dilute . . and poultice, 
all persons. 

2. To weaken the brilliancy of (colour) ; to make 
of a faint or washed-out hue. 

1665 Hook e Microgr. 69 Saline refracting bodies which do 
dilute the colour of the one, do deepen that of the other. 
Ibid. 71 There are other Blues, which . . will not be diluted 
by grinding, a 1727 Newton (J.), The chamber was dark, 
lest these colours should be diluted and weakened by the 
mixture of any adventitious light. 1794 Home in Phil. 
Trans. LXXXV. 3 Which by diluting the image formed in 
the focus .. makes that image appear far less bright. 

3 To weaken, take away the strength or 
force of: generally with obvious reference to the 
literal sense, 

c 1555 Harpsfield Divorce Hen. VIII (1878) 124 These 
arguments the adversaries went about to dilute and solve. 
x8xo Syd. Smith Ess., Fern. Educ. (1869) 199 Can there be 
any reason why she should be diluted and enfeebled down 
to a mere culler of simples? 1831 Brewster Newton 
(1855) I. x. 225 The second dissertation . . in which he 
dilutes the objections made against the theory. 1852 H. 
Coleridge North. Worthies Advt. 16 The Author finds , , 
nothing which he is resolved to Dilute into no meaning. 
a 1853 Robertson Serin, Ser. in. i. (1872) 2 That unreal 
religion of excitement which diluted the earnestness of real 
religion in the enjoyment of listening. 

4. intr. (for rejll) To suffer dilution j to become 
dissolved ; to become attenuated. 

*764 Reid Inquiry vi. § 22 Wks. 1. 191/1 The colours of 
the stone and of the cement begin to dilute into one another. 

Weakened by the addition of water or other atten- 
uating admixture, watered down ; reduced in 
strength, colour, or characteristic quality. 

x68t tr. Willis* Rem. Med. Wks. Vocab., Diluted, rinsed 
or washed. 1783 Mason Art of Painting 672 (R.) The 
social circle, the diluted bowl. 1800 tr. Lagrange's Chem. 

II, 193 Pour diluted nitric acid over sugar. 1837 Babbage 
Bridgew. Treat, vii. 90 A denser central nucleus surrounded 
by a more diluted light, 1847 Emerson Poems, Bacchus 
Wks. (Bohn) I, 469 We buy diluted wine. 

Jig. 1831 Carlyle Sari. Res. 11. x, Almost like diluted 
madness. 1837 Emerson Addr., Amer, SchoL Wks. (Bohn) 
II. 180 The rough, spontaneous conversation of men they 
[clergymen] do not hear, but only a mincing and diluted 
speech. 1863 Lecky Ration. (1878) I. 259 A diluted and 
rationalistic Catholicism. 

Bilu*tedly, adv. [f. prec. + -LY 2] In a di- 
luted or weakened manner or form. 
a 1846 Worcester cites Med. JmL 1870 C. B. Clarke 


363 

vaMacnu Mag. Nov. 50/1 An article, .describing the same 
thing, somewhat dilutedly. 

t Bilirtemeiit. Obs. rare— 1 , [f. Dilute v. 
+ -ment.] * Dilution. 

X807 Southey Rem. H. K. White (1819) I. 12 As if there 
were not enough of the leaven of disquietude in our natures, 
without Inoculating it with this dilutement — this vaccine 
virus of envy. 

Bilu’teness. [f. Dilute a. + -ness.] Dilute 
quality; fluidity; thinness. 

x668 Wilkins Real Char. m. xii. (R.), What that dilute- 
ness is which . . is more . . proper to F than Q, I understand 
not. 28x7 W. Taylor in Monthly Rev. LXXXII. 89 His 
style diffuses a sort of milk and water, which is perspicuous 
from diluteness, not from transparency. 1834 J. M. Good 
Study Med. (ed. 4) IV. 103 The . . fluid may be secreted 
merely in a state of morbid diluteness. 

Dilute? (di-, dailhrtai). Also 8 -or. ff. Dilute 
v. + -ER h] A person or thing that dilutes; a diluent. 

17x8 Quincy Compl. Disp. 233 As a Diluter, it is to be 
prefer’d. 1737 Bracken Farriery Impr. (1756) I. 39 A 
Diluter and Cooler of the Blood. 1746 R. James Introd. 
Mouffet's Health's Improv. 22 These Diluters are either 
Water itself, or Decoctions of animal or vegetable Sub- 
stances made with Water, 1863 Jriil. R. Agric. Soc. 
XXIV, 11. 633 Chaff is so valuable a diluter of corn. 

Diluting (diBirtig), vbl. sb . ff. Dilute v. + 
-ing j .] The action of the verb Dilute. (Now 
chiefly gerundiall) 

1665 Hooke Microgr. 58 From the composition and di- 
lutings of these two. 1732 Arbuthnot R ules of Diet 252 
Mere diluting dissolves and carries off Salts. 

Dilu’tiug, ppl. a. [-in a *.] That dilutes. 

1732 Arbuthnot Rules of Diet 27 6 Diluting things are 
cooling, as Whey, Water, Milk. 1789 W. Buchan Dom , 
Med. (1790) iS9 Drinking plentifully of diluting liquors ; as 
water-gruel, or oatmeal-tea, clear whey, barley-water, balm- 
tea, apple-tea. 1863 J. Hannah Relat . Div. # Hum. Elem . 
Holy Script, iii. 85 A diluting exposition, c 1865 Letheby 
in Circ. Sc. I. 1x6/1 The diluting gases are marsh gas, 
hydrogen, and carbonic oxide . . important constituents of 
common gas. 

Dilution (di-, ctail'w-Jon). [n. of action f. L. 
dilut- ppl. stem of diluere to Dilute : so in 
mod.F., adm. by Acad. 1878 .] 

1. The action of diluting ; a making thin, fluid, 
or weaker by the admixture of water or other re- 
ducing substance ; watering down. 

1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. m. xxi. 161 Water, .serv- 
ing for refrigeration, dilution of solid aliment .. in the 
stomacke. 1656 Blount Glossogr ., Dilution . . a washing, 
or cleusing, a purging or clearing. 1731 Arbuthnot AIL 
ments v. (R,), Opposite to dilution is coagulation, or thick* 
ning. 1878 Huxley Physiogr. 106 The activity of the 
oxygen being tempered by dilution with nitrogen. 
fig.' 1871 Morley Voltaire (1886) 220 The Protestant 
dilution of the theological spirit. 1885 Spurgeon Treas. 
Dav. Ps. exxvi. 3 Strange dilution and defilement of Scrip- 
tural language! 

2. Dilute condition. 

2803 W. Saunders Min. Waters 386 Owing to the state 
of very great dilution in which the earthy salt existed in 
this solution. 1827 Faraday Exp. Res. No. 41. 226 Equal 
quantities, .in the same state of dilution. 

3. A thing in a dilute state, that which is diluted. 

x86x Emerson Soc. 4* Solit., Old Age Wks. (Bohn) III. 

131 Tobacco, coffee, alcohol . . strychnine, are weak dilu- 
tions: the surest poison is time. 1874 L. Stephen Hours 
in Library (1892) II. i. r8 A feeble dilution of the most 
watery kind of popular teaching. 

DilU‘tionist. [f prec, + -ist.] In homoeo- 
pathy, an advocate of the use of attenuated drugs. 

A dilutionist is said to be ‘high’ or ‘ low' as he prescribes 
a more or less extreme dilution of medicine. 

1893 J. Ellis Pers. Exper. Physician 11 Dr. Gray was 
a low dilutionist . . I called on Dr. Edward Bayard, who 
was a high dilutionist. 

Dilutive (di-, doil^tiv), a. rare. [f. L. dilut- 
ppl. stem of diluere to Dilute : see -ive.] Having 
the property of diluting, tending to dilute. 

1620 Vennf.r Via Recta viii. 184 They wholly betwixt 
dinner and supper abstaine from drinke, excepting onely 
a Dilutiue draught. 

|| Dilutum (di-, dsiM-tum). Med. [L. ; — ‘that 
which is diluted’, neuter pa. pple. of dilu&re to 
Dilute.] A dilution ; a solution. 

1706 Phillips (ed. Kersey), Dilutum, an Infusion. 1750 
Rutty in Phil. Trans. LI. 472 Galls added to its dilutum 
in distilled water turned it of a deep blue. 1753 N. Tor- 
riano Gaugr. Sore Throat 98, I then gave him a Dilutum 
of Cassia. 1883 Syd. Soc. Lex., Dilutum, a liquid in which 
something has been dissolved. 

t Dilu've, Obs. [a. OF. dihtve, also de-, du 
delouve (Littre), ad. L. diluvium : cf. Pr. diluvi , 
dulivi , Sp. and It. diluvio. See Deluge, Dilu- 
vium, Diluvy.] 

c 1386 Chaucer Pars. T. ? 765 (Hart) God dreinte all j>e 
world at |>e diluve. [So Petra.. % Lansd. ; 3 MSS. diluge, 
Selden diiivio.] 

Diluvial (dil ! »*via.D, a. [ad. L. diltmal-is of 
a deluge or flood, f. diluvi-um a washing away of 
the earth, flood (f. diluere to wash in pieces, dis- 
solve) : see - al.] 

1. Of or belonging to a deluge or flood, esp. to 
the Flood as recorded in Genesis. 

1656 Blount Glossogr., Diluvial , of or belonging to the 
Deluge or great Flood. 183 j Frasers Mag. IV. 161 The 
* Asiatic style of oratory' with all its tawdry tinsel ..its 
diluvial verbiage. 1865 Tylor Early Hist. Man xi. 322 
The formation of diluvial traditions. a866 J. B. Rose Virgil 


167 We have the diluvial theory of the Arkites in respect 
to many of these mounds, that they are mimic Mount Ararats. 

2. Geol. a. Applied to the theory which explained 
certain geological phenomena by reference to a 
general deluge, or to periods of catastrophic action 
of water. 

18x6 Keatinge Trav. I. 85 The diluvial wash has worn 
it into deep valleys. 1833 W. Buckland Reliq. Diluv. 2, 

I have felt myself fully justified in applying the epithet 
diluvial to the results of this great convulsion. 1830 Lyell 
Princ. Geol. I. 31 This doctrine . . conceded both that fossil 
bodies were organic, and that the diluvial theory could not 
account for them. 1839 Murchison Sitter. Syst. 1. xxxix. 
536 The earliest theory, usually called the ‘diluvial’, sup- 
posed that these blocks had been forced into their present 
positions by one or more tremendous inundations, passing 
over a subsoil which had been dry land. 1859 Darwin 
Orig. Spec. iv. (1873) 76 Modern geology has almost 
banished such views as the excavation of a great valley 
by a single diluvial wave. 1893 Howorth Glacial Night- 
mare I. 83 Dr. Buckland, the originator of the term dilu- 
vium, and the most famous champion of diluvial causes. 

b. Of or pertaining to the diluvium or drift- 
formation of early geologists ; now generally called 
the Glacial Drift. Diluvial day , the boulder clay. 
(For the connexion of a and b see Diluvium.) 

1823 W. Buckland Reliq. Diluv. 38 The diluvial grave! 
both of England and Germany. 1842 H. Miller O. R. 
Sandst. vii. (ed. 2) 142 A^deep wooded ravine cut through 
a thick bed of red diluvial day. 1851 D. Wilson Preh. 
Ann. (1863) 1* i* 27 The closing epoch of Geology, which 
embraces the diluvial formations. 1853 Phillips Rivers 
Yorksh. 289 Clay, gravel, and sand, with large boulders 
scattered here and there, which were till lately termed 
diluvial deposits. 

Dilirvialist. [f. prec. + -ist.] Geol. One 
who explains certain geological features by the 
hypothesis of a universal deluge, or of an extra- 
ordinary movement of the waters. 

1838 Penny Cycl. XL 129/1 The fanciful diluvialists, who 
followed in the wake of Woodward. _ 1851 Richardson 
Geol. ii. 45 The diluvialist, still retaining his floating ice- 
bergs as the most efficient agents in the transport of drift 
and erratic blocks to regions distant. 1876 Page Adv. 
Te.rt-bk. Geol. vi. 1x3 Battles of opinion . . between Cosmo 
gonists, Diluvialists, and Fossilists. 1887 A thenseum 31 Dec. 
896/3 Would have delighted the heart of Murchison and 
the older school of diluvialists. 

Diluvian (dibzrvian), a. Also 8-9 de-. [f, 
L. diluvi-um flood + -an: see Diluvial.] Of or 
pertaining to a deluge ; esp. of the Noachian 
Flood. 

1655 Evelyn Diary 28 Aug., From the calculation of 
coincidence with the diluvian period. 1696 Whiston 7 'k. 
Earth n. (1722) 202 The Diluvian matter from two Comets’ 
Atmosphere contained in it a great quantity of . . stony 
particles. 1703 T, N, City 4- C. Purchaser Prel. 3 Of the 
Diluvian Ark, mentioned Gen. 6. 1766 Pennant Zool. (1768) 
I. 41 Remains which fossilists distinguish by the title of 
diluvian. 1799 Kirwan Geol. Ess. 87 A shock so violent 
and universal as that which pervaded the globe during the 
diluvian revolution. 1823 W. Buckland Reliq. Diluv. 39 
Scattered by the violence of the diluvian waters. x86a 
Lytton Sir. Story II. 235 On the surface of uplands undu- 
lating like diluvian billows fixed into stone in the midst of 
their stormy swell. 

Hence Dilxcvianism, a theory which attributes 
certain phenomena to a universal deluge. 

18x6 G. S. Faber Orig. Pagan Idol I. 272 The cosmogony 
of the Virginians seems also to he mingled with diluvianism. 
1885 Whitney in Encycl. Brit. XVIII. 765/2 Linguistic 
philology has been . . created . . out of the crude observa- 
tions and wild deductions of earlier times, , as truly as 
chemistry out of alchemy, or geology out of diluvianism. 

t Dilu'viate, V. Obs. In 6 de-. [f. ppl. stem 
of L. diluviare to flood, inundate, f. diluvium 
flood.] intr . To flow in a deluge or flood. In 
quot. said of the deluge of the northern barbarians 
which overflowed the Roman Empire. 

_ 1599 Sandys Europse Spec. (1632) 187 Those septentrionall 
inundations . . have . . wildly deiuviated over all the South. 
Dilnvla'tion, rare. [n. of action f. prec.] 
The action of a flood, inundation. 

18x6 Keatinge Trav. (1817) VII. 37 The ravines,. having 
the appearance of being more the effect of atmospherical 
diluviation. 

Diluvie, var. of Diluvy, Obs. 

Dilution. ? Obs. rare. [ad. L. diluvion-em 
inundation, flood, f. diluere : see next and cf. Al- 
luvion.] — Diluvium. 

x8. . Buckland is cited by Worcester 1846. 

II Diluvium (dilkrvmm). [a. L. diluvium 
flood, inundation, deluge, f. diluere to wash to 
pieces, wash away, dissolve by water : see Dilute.] 
A term applied to superficial deposits which appear 
not to have been formed by the ordinary slow 
operations of water, but to be due to some extra- 
ordinary action on a vast scale ; such were at first 
attributed to the Noachian or Universal deluge, 
whence the name ; the chief of these deposits were 
those of the Northern Drift or Boulder formation 
at the close of the Tertiary Period, to which the 
name continued to be applied after the theory of 
their origin was given up; it is now generally 
* applied to all masses apparently the result of 
powerful aqueous agency \ 

*819 J. Hodgson in Raine Mem. (1857) I. 265 The cliffs 
are very white, excepting where they are tarnished by dilu- 
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vmm falling from the tops of the cliffs. 1823 W. Buckland 
Reliq. Diluv. 2 The word diluvium . . 1 apply to those 
extensive and general deposits of superficial loam rad 
gravel, which appear to have been produced by the last 
great convulsion that has affected our planet. 1832 De i.a 
Beche Geol. Man. 183 The old transported gravel, or dilu- 
vium of Prof. Buckland. 1839 Murchison Siiur. Syst. 1. 
xxxvii. 309 4 Diluvium ’ as _ used byElie de Beaumont and 
the modern foreign geologists, means precisely what X term 
drift. 1849 Mrs. Somerville Conned. Phys . Sc. x. 87 
Strata containing marine diluvia.. must have been formed 
at the bottom of the ocean. 1862 J. Taylor in Macm. 
Mag. Sept. 390 Tusks and teeth in a bed of diluvium .. 
immediately incumbent on stratified beds of lias. 1873 
Geikie Gt. Ice Age xxvii. 369 Ancient alluvium or dilu- 
vium overlying moraine-profonde. 1874 Lyell Students' 
GeoL xi. (ed. 3) 145 The term 4 diluvium * was for a time the 
popular name of the boulder formation, because it was re- 
ferred by many to the deluge of Noah, while others retained 
the name as expressive of their opinion that a series of 
diluvial waves raised by hurricanes, .or by earthquakes., 
had swept over the continents, carrying with them vast 
masses of mud and heavy stones. 

t Diltrvy* Obs. Forms: 4-5 deluuy(e, di- 
luuy, 4-6 di-, dylnuye, -ie. [ad. L. diluvi-um 
deluge : see prec. and cf. Diluve.] =» Deluge sb. 

a 1325 Prose Psalter xlv[i]. 4 J>e deluuy {mispr. deluup] 
glade)? pe hous of heuen, }>e alniyjtful hahved Noe and his. 
1382 Wycuf 2 Pet. ii. $ Bringynge in the diluuye, or greet 
flood, to the world, of vnpitouse men. c 1393 Chaucer 
Scogan 14 J>u causist pis deluuye of pestelence. c 1400 
Maundev. (Roxb.) xxiv. 109 f?ir three sonnes of Noe after 
pe diluuy parted amanges pam all pe erthe. 1546 Bale 
Eng. Votaries 1. (1550) 9 b, Suche vnspeakable fylthy nesse . . 
as brought vpon them the great dyluuye or vnyuersall flod. 

Dilve: see Dillue. 

Dilyte, Dilyuer(e, obs. ff. Delight, Deliver. 
Him (dim), a. and sb. Forms : 1- dim; also 
3-4 dims, 4 dyme, 4-6 dym, dymme, 5 dimm, 

6 dymbe, 6-7 dimme, 7 dimn, dimb. [OE. 
dimyn — OFris. dim, ON", dimm-r. Cf. OHG. | 
tinibar (MHG. timber , timmer , mod.Swiss. dial. I 
timmer) * dim, obscure, dark *, wliich may represent ; 
an OTeut *dim-ro- and contain the same root. | 
Not known outside Teutonic.] 

A. adj. 

1 . Of a light, or an illuminated object: Faintly 
luminous, not clear; somewhat dark, obscure, 
shadowy, gloomy. The opposite of bright or clear . 

^1000 Caedmon’s Sat. 455 (Gr.) Drihten sealde him dimne 
and deorcne deapes scuwan. a 1000 Boeth. Metr. ii. 11 On 
pis dimme hoi. Ibid . xii. 16 Sio dimme niht. C12S0 Gen. 

<$• Ex. 286 Euerilc on &at helden wid him, So wurSen mire, 
and swart, and dim. 13.. E. E. A Hit. P. B. 472 Dryf 
ouer pis dymme water. 1387 Trevisa Higden (Rolls) III. 
467 Whan pe day is dym and dowdy. 1398 Trevisa Barth. 
De P . R. x. v. (1495) 377 The flamme yeuyth dymme and 
derke lighte. 1508 Fisher Wks. (1876) 68 O dymbe cloude. 
3549 Contpl. Scot. vi. 38 Fayr dyana, the lantern of the 
nycht, be cam dym ande pail 1632 Milton Penseroso 160 
Storied windows richly dlght, Casting a dim religious light. 
2732 Berkeley A Iciphr. vi. § 31 A light, dimmer indeed, or 
dearer, according to the place, c 1750 Shenstone Elegies 
iv. 1 Through the dim veil of ev'ning’s dusky shade. 1820 
Shelley Witch Ail. xii. 2 Her beauty made The bright 
world dim. x86o Tyndall Glac. 1. ii. 16 The oftener light 
is reflected the dimmer it becomes. 

b. fig. esp. of qualities usually clear or bright. 
a 1000 Caedmon's Gen. 685 (Gr.) HIo speon hine on 3 a dim- 
man daed. c 1325 Metr . Horn. ni That .. did awai his 
dedes dim, And mad an hali man of him. c 1400 Rom. Rose 
5353 Love is .. whilom dymme, & whilom clere. 1661-98 
South 12 Serin. III. 287 Man’s. .Understanding must now 
be contented with the poor, dimn Light of Faith. 1817-8 
Shelley Ros. 4- II el. 692 Public hope grew pale and dim. 
1874 Morley Compromise* (1886) 36 The old hopes have 
grown pale, the old fears dim. 

2 . Not clear to the sight ; obscured by an inter- 
vening imperfectly transparent medium, by distance, 
or by blurring of the surface ; scarcely visible, in- 
distinct, faint ; misty, hazy. 

c 1000 Martyrology (E. E . T. S.) 46 Seo byrgen is bewrigen 
mid dimmum stanum ond yfellieum. 1632 Sanderson Serm. 
436 Dimme and confused and scarce legible. 1651 Hobbes 
Levittih. 1. ii. 5 At a great distance of place, that which 
wee look at appears dimme. 1634 Fuller Two* Serm.f& 
Civilized Pagans, .have scowred over the dimme inscription 
of the Morall Law that it appeared plaine unto them. x8x8 
Shelley Eugan. Bills 19 The dim low line before Of a dark 
and distant shore Still recedes. 1856 Stanley S inai 4 Pal. 
L {1858) 69 One more glimpse of Egypt dim in the distance. 

b. fig. Not clear to the mind or understanding ; 
obscure, faint " 

C1350 Leg. Rood (1871) 93 Vnto me es Jns mater dym. 
<1440 Promp. Pa.rv. V2t Dymme, or harde to vndyrstonde, 
misticus. 1587 Fleming Contn. HolinshedYll. 1965/2 Like 
to be buried in the dimme booke of obliuion. 1821 Lamb 
Elia Szr. 1. Old 4 New Sckoolm., I have most dim appre- 
hensions of the four great monarchies.^ 1836 Kingsley 
Lett. (1878) I. 33 There were dim workings of a mighty 
spirit withm. 1871 R. Ellis Catullus lxviii. 52 (50) A 
^memory dim. . 

3 . Of colour : Not bright ; dull, faint ; dusky or 
dark ; lustreless. : 

a 1250 Owl 4 Night. 577 Thu art dim, an of fule howe. 
XS3S Coverd. Lam. iv. x O, how is the golde become so 
dymme? 1363 W. Fulke Meteors (1640) 36 For the Rayne- 
bowismore dimme, and of purple colour. x6xxShaks. Win/. 
T 1 . iv. iv. 1x9 Violets dim, But sweeter than the lids of Juno’s 
eyes. 1728 Young Love Fame v. (1757) 127 Others, with 
curious arts, dim charms revive. 1887 Stevenson under- 
woods 1. iii. 5 All retired and shady spots Where prosper 
dim forget-me-nots. 
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4 . Not seeing clearly, having the eyesight dulled 
and indistinct. 

a x22o Bestiary 60 SiSen his flijt is al unstrong, and his 
e^en dimme. a 1300 Cursor M. 3570 (Cott.) pe freli fax 
[biginnes] to fal of him, And he sight to wax well dim. 
c 1422 Hqccleve Learn to Die 228 Myn yen been al dymme 
and dirke. 1333 Covkrdale Eccl. xii. 2 The sight of the 
wyndowes shal waxe dymme. 1377 Test. 12 Patriarchs 
(1604) 17 Jacob, .somewhat dim for age. 1636 Massinger 
Gt. Dk. Florence in. i, I am dim, sir; But heV sharp- 
sighted. 17 66 Fordyce Serm. Yng. Wan. (1767) II. viii. 

8 Unheeded by the dim inattentive eye. 1842 Tennyson 
Two Voices 151 Whose eyes are dim with glorious tears. 

b. fig. Not clearly apprehending; dull of ap- 
prehension. 

a 1729 J. Rogers Serm. (J.), The understanding is dim, 
and cannot by its natural light discover spiritual truth. 
1731 Fielding Grub Sir. Op. Introd., Men's sense is dimmer 
than their eyes. 1878 B. Taylor Deukalion 1. iv. 33 leach 
your dim desire A form whereby to know itself and seek. 

5 . transf. Of sound, and esp. of the voice : In- 
distinct, faint. 

c 1386 Chaucer Knt.’s T. 1575 He herde a murmurynge 
Ful iowe and dym. 1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. v. xxi, 
(1495) 128 They that haue grete tongues haue dymme voyce. 
c 1450 St. Cnthbert (Surtees) 3672 His speche was bathe 
short and dym. 1795 Southey Vis. Maid of Orleans 1. 
124 The damp earth gave A dim sound as they pass’d. 
1817 Shelley Marianne’s D remit 40 She then did hear 
The sound as of a dim low clanging. 

B. sb. Dimness ; obscurity ; dusk. 
c 1400 Destr. Troy 755 The day vp droghe & the dym 
voidet. C1430 Hymns Vtrg. (1867) 53 He ligtnep his tolk 
in dym. 1509 Pari. Deuylles xciii, Quod Symeon, ‘he 
lyghtneth his folke in dym Where as derkenes shtedeth 
theyr states ’. 1837 Heavysrge Said (1869) 87 To sit were 

pleasant, in the dim. 

b. Dimness of vision. 

1726 Law Chr. Perfect . i. 30 Further than the Dim of 
Eyes of Flesh can carry our Views. 

f C. adv. Dimly, faintly, indistinctly. Obs. 

1393 Gower Conf II. 293 He herde a vois, which cried 
dimme. 1821 Shelley Adonais liv, That Light. .Which.. 
Burns bright or dim, as each are mirrors of The fire. 

D. Comb. a. adverbial, as dim-brooding , -col- 
oured, -discovered \ -gleaming, - grey , -lighted, - lit 
(- litten ), -remembered, -seen, -yellow , etc. b. para- 
synthetic, as dim-browed, -eyed, -lettered, - sheeted , 
Dim-sighted. 

1837 Carlyle Ft. Rev. I. iv. iv. 166 The whole Future is 
there, and Destiny *dim-brooding. 1776 Mickle tr. Ca- 
moens ' Lnsiad 43 And night, ascending Jrom the *ditn- 
brow'd east, c 1400 Maundev. (Roxb.) xvii. 79 pai er mare 
*dymme coloured l?an )>e cristall. 1746 Collins Ode to 
Evening x, Hamlets brown, and *dim-discover’d spires. 
1627-47 Feltham Resolves 1. xevi. 302 The ghessive inter- 
relations of *dim-ey’d man. 1829 Carlyle Misc. (1857) 

. 273 The public is a dim-eyed animal. 1840 Clough 
Early Poems v. xi Through the *dim-lit inter-space. 1870 
Morris Earthly Par. II. iil 9 After the weary tossing of 
the night And close *dim-litten chamber. X827 Mom Dead 
Eagle ii, Down, whirling . . to the *dim-seen plain. 1859 
Tennyson Enid 600 Fair head in the *dim-yellow light. 

33 im, v. [f. Dim#.: OE. had the compounds 
adimmian, fordimrnian, ON. the intr. dimma to 
become dim ; the simple vb. is found from 13th c.] 

1 . intr. To grow or become dim ; to lose bright- 
ness or clearness, lit. and fig. 

a 1300 Christ on Cross 7 in E. E. P. (1862) 20 His fair lere 
falowip and dimmi)? is si^te. a 1300 Cursor M. 23695 (Cott.), 
Mani flurs. .pat neuermar sal dime neduine. c 1400 Destr. 
Troy 9932 The day ouerdrogh, dymmet the skewis. 1607 
Brewer Lingua 1. viii, Suddenly mine eyes began to dim. 
?^i7xo ?E. Ward Welsh-monster 28 My Lady’s Beauty, 
tho’ divine, Would dim, without the Muses shine. 1814 
Byron Lara 1. xii, The lone light Dimm'd in the lamp. 
1871 B. Taylor Faust (1875) II. iv. it 250 The near 
horizon dims. 

2 . 'trams . To make dim, obscure, or dull; to 
render less clear, or distinct ; to becloud (the eyes). 

{F888 K. JElfred Boeth. xxiv. § 4 Deah heora mod . . sie 
adimmad.] a 1300 E. E. Psalter lxviii. 24 Dimmed be pair 
eghen, pat pai ne se. c 1400 Song Roland 380 Dew diskid 
adoun and dymmyd the floures. c 1440 Promp. Parv. 121 
Dymmyn, or make dymme, obscitro. 1330 Palsgr. 5x6/3, 
I dymme the coloure or beautye of a thyng. .Se howe these 
torches have dymmed this gylting. X592 Davies Immort. 
Soul xxxi. viii. (1714) 109 As Lightning, or the Sun -beams 
dim the Sight. 1751 Johnson Rambler No. 184 F 1 The 
writer of essays . . seldom. . , dims his eyes with the perusal 
of antiquated volumes. 1820 W. Irving Sketch Bk. I. 
202 The light streamed through windows dimmed with 
armorial bearings. 1836 Landor Pericles $ Asp. II. 393 The 
mirror is too close to our eyes, and our own breath dims it. 

b. fig. 

1526 Pilgr. Per/. (W. de W. 1531) 35 b, It dymmeth or 
maketh derke theyr lytell holynesse. X659 B. Harris Pa-ri- 
val’s Iron Age 109 Forced the Conquerours to retreat, and 
in some sort, dimmed their Triumph. 1840 Kingsley Lett. 
(1878) I. 49 My natural feelings of the just and the beautiful 
have been dimmed by neglect. 185X D. G. Mitchell Fresh 
Glean. 275 Its quaint houses . . are dimmed to memory by 
the fresher recollections of that beautiful river, 
f Dim. Obs. Abbreviation of L. dimidium half. 
1477 Churchw. Acc. Croscombe (Somerset ReaSoc.) 6 Hath 
in his hands of the Cherche lede one cwt, dim, iiij lb. 1634-4 
Brereton Trav. (1844) 22 Adorned with stones a yard and 
dim. high. Ibid. x8o A vault or gallery about one yd, or one 
j^d. and dim. wide. 

Dim., dimin. {Mus.fi abbrev. of Diminuendo. 
Dim, obs. form of Deem v. 

Dimagne’sic, a. Chem. : see Di- 2 2 d. 

1876 Harley Mat. Med. 66 Dimagneslc pyro-phosphate. 


Dimag&etite (doimse'gnetoit). Min. [f. Di - 2 
twice + Magnetite.] A mineral consisting mainly 
of ferroso-ferric oxide, occurring in rhombic prisms, , 
regarded by Dana as a pseudomorph of magnetite 
after lievrite (Watts). 

1852 A mer. Jrnl. Sc. Ser. 11. XIII. 392 Dimagnetite. x868 
Dana Min . (1880) 151 Dimagnetite of Shepard.. appears to 
be a magnetite pseudomorph. 

t Dima*ne, V. Obs. Also 6 dimaine, -mayne. 
[ad. L. dhnand~re to flow different ways, spread 
abroad, f. di-, dis- apart + manure to flow.] intr. 
To flo w forth from ; to spring, originate, or derive 
its origin from. 

36x0 W. Folkingham Art of Survey Ep. Ded. 1 Merits 
dimayning from the sacred Source of true Nobility. Ibid. 

1. vi. 12 Springs dimayning from thicke' sand. . gather mudde. 
1642 W. Ball Caveat for Subjects 8 Motion and Feeling di- 
mane from the Braine. 1657 Hawke Killing is M. 10 By 
the Right of Warre, and by the consent of the people, which 
two Titles dimane also from the Divine providence. 

Dimamganons, a. Chem . See Di - 2 2 d. 

1881 Watts Did. Chem. 3rd Suppl. n. 1600 An anhydrous : 
dimanganous phosphate, Mm (PO4 H)a. 

Dimaris (diunaris). Logic. The mnemonic 
term designating the third mood of the fourth 
figure of syllogisms, in which the major premiss 
is a particular affirmative {i), the minora universal 
affirmative (a), and the conclusion a particular 
affirmative (i). Formerly called drimatis, dimatis. 

The initial Vindicates that the mood can be reduced to 
Darii by (in) transposition of the premisses, and (r) simple 
conversion of the. conclusion. 

1827 Whately Logic ii. in. § 4. 1864 Bowen Logic vH. 
200. 1891 Welton Logic I. iv. iii. § 137. 403 Dimarzs , An 
example is 4 Some parallelograms are squares ; all squares 
are regular figures ; therefore, some regular figures are 
parallelograms ’. 

Bimastigate (dsimarslig/t), a. Zool. [f Di- 2 
twice + Gr. fxacmy-fiaoTig) whip 4* -ATE 2 2 ; cf. L. 
mastigdtus whipped.] Having two flagella ; bi- 
fiagellate; applied to those flagellate Infusoria 
(Dimastiga) which have two flagella. 

Dimatis, earlier form of Dimaris. 

Brmber, a. Rogues' Cant. Pretty. 

1671 R. Head Eng. Rogue 1. v. (1874) 48 (Farmer). 2692 
Coles, Dimber (canting) pretty, a 1700 B. E. Diet. Cant. 
Crew, Dimber, pretty. Dim[ber]-mort, a pretty Wench. 
1837 Disraeli Venetia 1. xiv,, 4 ’Tis a dimber cove’, 
whispered one of the younger men to a companion. Ibid. 
Tip me the clank like a dimber mort. 

Hence Dimber-damber, a captain of thieves or 
vagrants. 

1671 R. Head Eng. Rogue 1. v. (1874) 48 (Farmer). 1834 
H. Ainsworth Rookwood in. v. (Farmer), Dick Turpin must 
be one of us. He shall be our Dimber Damber. 1890 Daily 
News 1 Feb. 4/7. 

BimMe (drmVl). Obs. exc. dial. [Of un- 
certain origin, possibly a deriv. or comb, of Dim, 
gloom or obscurity being a usual attribute; con- 
nexion with Dingle is also possible. The midland? 
districts (e. g. Leicester, Derby, Warwick, Shropsh.) 
retain the word, usually in the form dutnble, occa- 
sionally drumble.J 

A deep and shady dell or hollow, a dingle. 

1389 R. Robinson Gold. Mirr. (Chetham Soc.) 5 Eccho . . 
That liues in woodes, And rocky ragged tours, and Dales’ 
with Dymbles deep. 2622 Drayton Foly-olb. ii. 27 Satyres 
that in shades and gloomy dimbles dwelL 1622 Ibid, xxviii. 
(1748) 378 Dimbles hid from day. _ 1637 B. Jonson Sad 
Shepk. u. vii, Within a gloomy dimble, she doth dwell 
Downe in a pitt, ore-growne with brakes and briars. 1879 
Miss Jackson Shropsh. Word-bk., Dumblehole ; also 
Drumble , a rough wooded dip in the ground ; a dingle. 
x88x Leicester Gloss., Dimble, a dingle, dell. 

Dime (doim), sb. Forms : 4-5 dyme, (5 des- 
(s)ime, dyeme), 5-6 dysme, 5-9 disme, 6 dism, 
desme, deeme, deme, 6-9 dime. [a. OF. disme, 
dime :—L. decima tithe, tenth part, fem. of deci- 
mus tenth.] 

T 1 . A tenth part, a tithe paid to the church or to 
a temporal ruler. Obs. or Hist. 

1377 Langl P. PI. B. xv. 526 Take her landes, |e lordes, 
and let hem lyue by 4ymes. c 1380 Wyclif Wks. (1880) 418 
pat pari3schens shulden drawe fro persouns offeringis & 
dyraes. 1399 Pol. Poems (Rolls) I. 412 His purvyours toke, 
withoute preiere at a parliament, a poundage ..and a fif- 
teneth and a dyme eke. c 1460 Fortescue A bs. <$• Lint. 
Mon. xii. (1885) 139 Owre commons . . give to thair kynge, 
at somme tymes quinsimes and dessmies [MS. Digby 145 
dismesj 1494 Fabyan Citron, vi. cxlviii. 134 That he myght 
leuy certayne dymys to wage therwith souldyours. 1302 
Ora . Cry s ten Men (W. de W. 1506) 11. xvii. 131 He fasted, 
he payed the demes, he gaue almesse. 1363-87 F oxe A . ^ M. 
(1684) 1. 799 }z The Cardinal sued a Pardon from Rome, to be 
freed from all Disms, due to the King by the Church of 
Winchester. 1580 North Plutarch (1676) 404 Now Sylla 
consecrating the dismes of all his goods unto Hercules (etc.). 
a x6x8 Raleigh Rem. 50 In his forty ninth year he had a 
disme and a fifteenth granted him freely. 2639 Howell 
Lexicon Fr. Prov. 27 From all tymes it was ordained to pay 
dimes or tithes unto the Lord. 1884 L. Ouph ant Haifa 
(2887) 133 The dime .. has heretofore been the share of the 
government. 

b. fig. A * tithe ’ of war, a tenth man sacrificed. 
1606 Shaks. Tr. <$• Cr. 11. ii. 19 Euery tythe soule ’mongst 
many thousand dismes. Hath bin as deere as Helen. 

2 . A silver coin of the United States of America, 
of the value of 10 cents, or L? of a dollar. 
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3786 Ord. Continent Congress U.S. 8 Aug., Mills, Cents, 
Dimes. Dollars. 2809 Kendall Trav. I. xviii. 193 Dimes 
or tenth parts are mentioned by writers, but never enter into 
accounts. 2821 IY Jefferson Autobiog. Writ. 1892 I. 75 
The division into dimes, cents and mills is now. .well under- 
stood, 1872 0 . W. Holmes Poet Break/, 4 . xii. (2885) 320 N ot 
bad, my bargain ! Price one dime. 1893 Boston (Mass.) 
Jrnl. 1 Apr. 6/3 The so-called middle-classes . . the people 
who are accustomed to count their nickels and dimes as 
well as their dollars. 

b. attrib Costing a dime; as in dime novel, 
applied especially to a cheap sensational novel: 
cf. penny dreadful, shilling shocker. 

1879 H. George Progr. # Pov. x. ii. (1881) 443 The boy 
who reads dime novels wants to be a pirate. 1882 Century 
Mag. XXV. 2x2/1 You are as bad as a dime novel. 1892 
Daily Mews 29 Mar, 2/5 The nuisance of ‘ dime shows * as 
they are called in America. 

t Dime, Obs. rare. Also 5 dyme, 7 disme. 
[a. F. dime-r, OF. dismer , diesmer ~ Pr. desmar , 
Sp. desmar, Pg. dezimar, It. decimetre L. deci- 
metre to take a tithe, (later) to pay tithes, f. decima ; 
see prec.] trans. a. To take a tenth, part of, to 
tithe, b. To divide into tenths. 

1483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 64 b /s He shall taske and dyme 
your corn and sbeue.v 1610 W. Fqlkingham Art of Survey 
ji. tv. 52 Disme or deuide each foote of the Rule, .into deci- 
mals or Tenths. 

Hence 1 3 >i*mable (in 5 dym(e)able) a., tithable. 
1489 Plumpton Corr. 6x It is not the Kyngs mynd to ses 
no dymeable land, and we have no suit land, but it is dym- 
able. 

Dime, obs. form of Dim a. and v. 

Dimediate, obs. form of Dimidiate. 
t Bime*sise, sb. Obs. [ad. med.L. di?nens-tnn 
q.v. below.] A space measured out, an extent. 

163a Lithgow Trtw. x.426 Having compassed all Europe, 
our Resolution, was to borrow a larger dimmense [1682 di- 
mense] of ground in Affricke, 

t Dime*nse, v. Obs. [f. L. dimens - ppl. stem 
of dimetiri to measure out, f.di-, dis- (Dis- 1) + 
metiri to measure.] trans. To measure out. 

a *641 Bp. Mountagu Acts # Mon. (1642) 217 It sufficeth 
some, to have things delivered unto them in a generality, 
which others must have dimensed out unto them . . peece 
after peece. 

Dimension (dime-njbn), sb. Also 5-6 dy-, 
-sioun, -cion, -cyon, 6-7 dimention, 7 demen- 
sion, -tion. [a. F. dimension (1425 in Hatz.- 
Darm.), ad. L. dimension-em , n. of action from 
dimetiri (ppl. stem dimens-) : see prec.] 

+ 1 . The action of measuring, measurement. Obs. 
*555 Eden Decades 243 Accordynge to the ordinarie ac« 
coumpte and dimension which the pylotes and cosmo- 
graphers doo make, 1589 Greene Menaphon (Arb.) 80 
Things infinite, I see, Brooke no dimension. 1656 Stanley 
H ist. Philos. (1701) 183/2 If a Man pursue it fgeametry] not 
only for Mechanical Dimension, but that he may by the 
help thereof ascend [etc]. 1793 Smeaton Edystone L. § 97 
Taking such dimensions as would enable me to make an 
accurate model, .of the rock. 

t b. Mus. The division of a longer note into 
shorter notes, constituting 4 time * or rhythm ; pi. 

* measures measured strains. Obs. 

*597 Morley I nirod. Mus. 13 Phi. What call they time ? 
Ma. The dimension of the Breefe by semibreeues. 1635 
Brathwait Arcad. Pr. 1. 165 Harmonious reports in these 
Musicall dimensions. 

2 . Measurable or spatial extent of any kind, 
as length, breadth, thickness, area, volume ; mea- 
surement, measure, magnitude, size. (Now com- 
monly in plural : cf. proportions .) Also fig. Mag- 
nitude, extent, degree (of an abstract thing). 

1529 More Dyaloge n. Wks. 188/1 Though thei be not 
cyrcumscribed in place, for lack of bodily dvmencion and 
measuring, yet are .. angels . . diffinitively so' placed where 
thei be for the time. 1596 D avies Orchestra xcv, Whose 
quick eyes doe explore The just dimension both of earth 
and heaven. 1615 J. Stephens Satyr. Ess. 292 Confounding 
(like a bad Logician) the forme and the dimention. 1651 
Hobbes Leviath. 111. xxxiv. 208 Whatsoever has dimension, 
is Body. 1660 Barrow Euclid 1. xxxv. Schol., The dimen- 
sion of any Parallelogram is found out by this Theorem. 
1663 Gerbier Counsel 6 file. will never rightly describe the 
dimensions of solid Bodies, .his Circles will seem Ovals in 
Breadth, and his Ovals Circles. 2667 Milton P. L. ii. 
893 A dark Illimitable Ocean without "bound, Without 
dimension, where length, breadth, and highth, And time 
and place are lost. 4x745 Swift (J.), My gentleman was 
measuring my walls, and taking the dimensions of the room. 
1756 Burke Stibl. # B. 11. vii, Greatness of dimension is a 
powerful cause of the sublime. 1772 Hist. Rochester 44 
All the beams .. ought to be of large dimensions. 1847 
Emerson Repr Men, Shahs. Wks. (Bohn) I. 360 That 
imagination which dilates the closet he writes in to the 
world’s dimension. 1893 Law Times XCV. 104/2 Posts of 
the dimensions of 3 in. by 2^ in. 

fig* *660 Hickeringill Jamaica (1661) 51 The Expedi- 
tion against Hispaniola ; . , The Dimensions of this great 
Preparation vastly exceeding the difficulties. 1676 Hale 
Contempt. 1. 106 The Afflictions of his Soul .. were of a 
higher Dimension in the Garden. i88g Pall McdlG . 17 Oct. 
2/3 That passion fop athletics which in Oxford has now 
almost reached the dimensions of a mania. 

+ b. transf. Extension in time, duration, 

*605 Bp. Andrewies Serm. IL 170 The cross . , is mors 
prolixa, a death of dimensions, a death long in dying. 1677 
Hale Prim, Orig. Man . iv. ii. 308 We have no reason to 
imagin that the sixth day was of any other dimension than 
the seventh day. 

3 . Math. a. Geom. A mode of linear measure- 


ment, magnitude, or extension, in a particular 
direction ; usually as co-existing with similar mea- 
surements or extensions in other directions. 

The three dimensions of a body, or of ordinary space, are 
length, breadth, and thickness (or depth) ; a surface has 
only two dimensions (length and breadth) ; a line only one 
([length). Here the notion of measurement or magnitude 
is commonly lost, and the word denotes merely a particular 
mode of spatial extension. Modern mathematicians have 
speculated as to the possibility of more than three dimen- 
sions of space. 

1413 Pilgr.Sowle (Caxton 1483) v. xiv. 107 Ther is no body 
parfit withouten thre dymensions, that is breede, lengthe, 
and depnesse. c t^oArz o/Nombryng (E.E.T.S.) 14 A lyne 
hathe but one dymensioun that is to sey after the lengthe . . 
a superficialle thynge hathe .2. dimensions, }>at is to sey 
lengthe and. brede. 1570 Billingsley Euclid 1. def. ii z 
There pertaine to quantitie three dimensions, length, bredth, 
and thicknes. 1635 N. Carpenter Geog. Del. 11. ii. 14 These 
two Dimensions are length and breadth, whereof euery 
plaine figure consists. 1794 Sullivan View Nat. I. 100 All 
physical magnitude must have three dimensions, length, 
breadth, and thickness. 1858 Whewell Hist. Set Ideas 11. 
viii. §§ 4-5 (L.) Time is conceived as a quantity of one 
dimension . . Indeed the analogy between time, and space of 
one dimension, is so close, that the same terms are applied 
to both ideas. . Ibid. vi. The eye. .sees length and breadth, 
but no third dimension. In order to know that there are 
solids, we must infer as well as see. 1873 Clifford Pure 
Sciences in Contemp. Rev. Oct. (1874) 716 Out of space of 
two dimensions, as we call it, I have made space of three 
dimensions. 1878 Stewart & Tait Unseen Univ. vii. § 220. 
221 Suppose our (essentially three-dimensional) matter to be 
the mere skin or boundary of an Unseen whose matter has 
four dimensions. 

b. Alg. Since the product of two, or of three, 
quantities, each denoting a length (i.e. a magnitude 
of one dimension), represents an area or a volume 
(i.e. a magnitude of two, or of three, dimensions), 
such products themselves are said to be of so many 
dimensions ; and generally, the number of dimen- 
sions of a product is the number of the (unknown 
or variable) quantities contained in it as factors 
(known or constant quantities being reckoned of no 
dimensions) ; any power of a quantity being of the 
dimensions denoted by its index. (Thus x 3 , xry, 
xyz are each of three dimensions.) The dimensions 
of an expression or equation are those of the term 
of highest dimensions in it. (The number of di- 
mensions corresponds to the degree of a quantity or 
equation : see Degree sb. 13.) 

1557 Records Whetst . Hij,*The nomber that doeth 
amounte thereof (3X3X3) hath gotten 3. dimensiones, whiche 
properly belongeth to a bodie, or sound forme. And ther- 
fore is it called a Cube, or Cubike nomber. 2690 Leybourn 
Curs. Math. 334 Every Power hath so many Dimensions as 
the Letters wherewith it is written. 1706 W. Jones Syn. 
Palmar. Maiheseos 40 The Quantity produc’d by the Mul- 
tiplication of Two, Three, etc. Quantities, is said to be of 
Two, Three, etc. Dimensions. 1806 Hutton Course Math. 
1. 190 To find the Greatest Common Measure of the Terms 
of a Fraction . . Range the quantities according to the dimen- 
sions of some letters, c 1865 in Circ. Sc. I. 47 6/x When the 
. . equations are . . of two dimensions. 

1 4 . Measurable form or frame ; //. material parts, 
as of the human body ; * proportions \ Obs , 

1596 Shaks. Merch. V. m. i. 62 Hath not a lew Hands, 
organs, dementions, sences, affections, passions ? x6oi — 
Twel. N. 1. v. 280, I..know him noble.. And in dimension, 
and the shape of nature, A gracious person. 1605 — Lear 
1. ii. 7 My dimensions are as well compact. My minde 
as generous, and nay shape as true. 1634 W. Wood New 
Bug, Prosp. 1. viii, The Humbird is .. no bigger than a 
Hornet, yet hath all the dimensions of a Bird, as bill, and 
wings, with quills, spider-like legges, small clawes. 1667 
Milton P. L. 1. 793 In thir own dimensions like themselves 
The great Seraphic Lords and Cherubim In close recess 
and secret conclave sat. 

jig. 1653 A. Wilson fas. 1 162 The Younger haring all the 
Dimensions of a Courtier. 1660 Waterhouse A rms#Arm. 
28 Nations, whose polity had all the dimensions of order in it. 
5 . Comb., as dimension-lumber, -timber, 
-stone, i.e. that which is cut to specified dimen- 
sions or size ; dimension-work, masonry built of 
* dimension-stones \ (Chiefly US.) 

2864 Thorkau Cape Cod vii. (1894) 156 Houses built of 
what is called ‘dimension timber’, imported from Maine, all 
ready to be set up. 1874 Knight Diet. Meek., Dimension 
Lumber, lumber sawed to specific sizes to order. 
Dimension, v. rare, [f. prec. sb.] trans. 
To measure or space out; to reduce to measure- 
ment. 

*754 H. Walpole Lett. 1 . 335 (D.), I propose to break and 
enliven it by compartments in colours, according to the en- 
closed sketch, which you must adjust and dimension. 

Dime’nsio&able, 0. nonce- wd. [f. prec. + 
-able : cf. companionable .] Capable of being 
measured ; having dimensions. 

Z884 E. A. Abbott Flatland 11. xix, 87 Some yet more 
spacious Space, some more dimensionable Dimensionality. 

Dimensional (dime ’njanal), a. [f. Dimension 

Sb. + -AL.] 

1 . Of or pertaining to dimension or magnitude. 

x8x6 Keatinge Trav. (1817) I. 66 note , About the same 

relative situation and dimensional proportion. 1888 J. TV 
Gulick in Linn . Soc. Jml. XX. 234 If structural or dimen- 
sional characters are not correlated. 

2 . Geom. Of or relating to (a specified number 
of) dimensions : see Dimension 3 a. 

1875 Cayley in Phil. Trans . CLXV. 675 Coordinates of 


point in (r+i)-dimensional space. 1880 Academy 30 Oct, 
314 Four-dimensional space may be built up with . . ikosa- 
tetrahedroids. 1882 Minchin Unipl. Kinemat. 1x6 The 
general, or three dimensional, motion of a rigid body. 1883 
American VII. 75 We can, I think, conceive of space as 
being two or even one dimensional. 

Hence Dimensionality, the condition of having 
(a particular number of) dimensions ; dimensional 
quality. 

1875 Cayley in Phil. Trans. CLXV. 675 The notion of 
density is dependent on the dimensionality of the element 
of volume d m. 2884 F. A. Abbott Flatland 11. xxii. 101 
A race of rebels who shall refuse to be confined to limited 
Dimensionality. 

t Dimensionate, v. Obs. rare. [f. L. dimen- 
sion-em Dimension 4- -ate 3 7.] trans. To give or 
lay down the dimensions of. 

14.. Harl. MS. 2261 If. 217 b, In whiche bookes he 
dimencionate the worlde clerely with his contentes. 

Dimensioned (dime-njbnd), ppl. a. [f. Di- 
mension + -ED ^.] fa. Having material 4 dimen- 
sion J or extension (cf. Dimension sb. 2, 4). Obs. 
b. Having a particular dimension or measurement. 
< 3 . Geom. Having (a specified number of) dimen- 
sions : see Dimension sb. 3 a. 

1533 Tindale Supper of Lord in More's Anew. Poysoned, 
JBk. Wks. (1557; 1092/1 Inuisible wyth al hys dymencioned 
body vnder the forme of breade transubstanciated into it. 
2725 Pope Odyss. xix. 276 A mantle purple-tinged, and 
radiant vest, Dimensioned equal to his size. 1882 Proctor 
Earn. Science Stud. 15 While a line could be infinitely pro- 
duced in this singly dimensioned world, the world itself .. 
would be finite. 1884 E. A. Abbott Flatland 86 Look down 
. . upon this land of Three Dimensions, and see the inside 
of every three-dimensioned house. 

Dimemsionless, a. [f. as prec. + -less.] 

1 . a. Without dimension or physical extension, 
b. Of no (appreciable) magnitude ; extremely mi- 
nute. e. Without dimensions: see Dimension 3 a. 

2667 Milton P. L. xi. 17 To Heav'n thir prayers Flew up 
. . in they pass’d Dimentionless through Heav'nly dores. 
1752 Warburton Wks. (1811) IX, ii. 34 As the Earth is but a 
point compared to the orb of Saturn, so the orb of Saturn 
itself grows dimensionless when compared to that vast extent 
of space which the stellar-solar Systems possess. 2825 
Coleridge Aids Refi. App. C. (1858) I. 394 If we assume 
the time as excluded, the line vanishes, and we leave space 
dimensionless. 2890 J. H. Stirling Gifford Led. viii. 250 
With our scales and weights . . and measuring-rods, we do 
hut deceive ourselves : what is, is dimensionless : the truth is 
net in time ; space is all too short for a ladder to the Throne. 

2 . Measureless, immense, boundless, vast. 

. 1813 Hogg in New Monthly Mag. (1836) XLVI. 446 Here, 
in these almost dimensionless regions, nature is seen on a 
large scale, a 1839 Galt Demon of Destiny in. (1840) 28 
As if man were not but an atom thing In the dimensionless, 
the Universe. 

t Dimensions, a. Obs. rare- 1 . Also -tions. 
[f. Dimension : see -ious. Cf. pretentious , reli- 
gious, suspicious .] Having (great) dimension or 
magnitude ; spacious, extensive. 

1632 Lithgow Trav. x. 507 The generall computation of 
which dimensions spaces, .amounteth to [etc.]. 

t Dimemsity. Obs. rare - K [f. L. dimens-uSj 
after immensity. J Dimension, magnitude. 

c 1645 Howell Lett . (1655) IV. xliv, If of the smallest 
starrs in sky We know not the dimensity. 

Bimensive (dime*nsiv), a. Now rare or Obs. 
ff. L. dtmens- ppl. stem (see Dimen se v.) + -ive.] 
i 1 . Having, or related to, physical dimension or 
extension in space. Obs. 

1563-87 Foxe A. 4* M. ( 1596 ) 21 o/x In heauen the exist- 
ence of nis bodie is dimensiue. 1596 Bell Surv, Popery in. 
x. 434 When the unequall dimensiue quantities are placed 
togither. 1694 R. Burthogge Reason 106 Matter is . . the 
first subject of dimensive spacious Quantity, 
f 2 . Serving to measure or trace out the dimen- 
sions of something. ? Obs. 

xj>9 2 Davies Immort , Soul iv, vi. (1714) 35 All Bodies Have 
their measure and their space, But who can draw the Soul’s 
dimensive Lines? 16x0 Histrio-m. 1. 43 The very state of 
Peace shall seeme to shine Jn every figure or dimensive 
lyne. 

3 . Of or belonging to dimension or magnitude; 
dimensional, rare. 

1845 Stocqueler Handbk. Brit. India (1854) 129 A few 
of the streets in the European town are of great dimensions ; 
... the Chowringhee Road, .is nearly two miles long, and in 
average width not less than eighty feet . . The Dhurrumtollah 
is nearly equal, in dimensive character, to this. 

Hence t Bime-nsrsrely adv., f Dime'nsiveness. 
t<Sox Deacon & Walker Spirits# Divels 55 Neither spirites 
nor diuels (they being no corporal substances stretched out 
by Dimensions . .) may truely be said to be in a place com- 
mensuratiuelie, or dimensiuelie. Ibid. 89 It ariseth .. from 
the finitenesse, and dimensiuenesse of the angelical! nature. 

!! Dimemsum. Obs. [med.L. dlmensum mea- 
sured quantity, measure, sb. use of pa. pple. of di- 
metiri to measure out : see Dimensezl] A measured 
portion ; a fixed allowance ; — Dimense sb. 

2630 B. Jonson New Inn m. i. You are to blame to use 
the poor dumb Christians So cruelly, defraud ’em of their 
dimensum. Yonder’s the colonel’s horse . . the devil a bit 
He has got, since he came in yet ! 2643 Lightfoot Glean . 
26 The dimensum of their diet in the Wildernesse. 

+ Dimensura’tion. Obs. [n. of action f. L, 
type *dlmensiirare, f, dl- + mensurdre to measure, 
after dimetiri, dimensus, f. di- + metiri, mensus to 
measure.] Measuring out or off, measurement 
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*593 Norden Spec. Brit., PTsexi. Prepar. 15 Such, an ex- 
pected geographical! description, .doeth require dimensura- 
tion betweene euery station. 1677 Plot Oxfordsh . To Rdr. 

B ij, As true as actual dimensuration .. could direct me to 
put them. 

So t Dimeusura'ble a., capable of being mea- 
sured ; f Dime-nsurated ppl. a ., measured ; + Bi- 
memsurator, an instrument for taking measure- 
ments. (All obs. and rare.) 

1660 Stanley Hist. Philos. (1701) 404/1 The point by fluxion 
makes a Line, the Line . . a Superficies, the Superficies . . a 
Body, three ways dimensurable. 1675 Ogilby Brit. Pref. 3 
Dimensurators or Measuring Instruments. Ibid. (1698) x 
Shewing the dimensurated miles and furlongs answerably. 

B im eran (dimeran). Entom . [f. mod.L. di- 
tnera , neuter pi. of dimerus (see Dimerous) + -an.] 

A member of the division Dimera of hemipterous 
insects, having the tarsi two-jointed. 

1847 in Craig. 

Dime-rcur-, -merreuro-, -me*reury. Chem. 
[Dl- 2 2.] Used in comb, and attrib. to express 
the presence of two equivalents of mercury. 

Thus dimer cur aimno' niuni HgaH*. N2,.an ammoniacal 
mercury base in which half the hydrogen in ammonium is 
replaced by two atoms of divalent mercuiy. 

1873 Fownes ’ Chem. (ed. 11) 347 A brown precipitate .. 
consisting of dimercurammonium iodide. 1881 Nature 
XXIV, 467 Dimercury methylene iodide CH2 (Hg I)a is 
obtained by exposing methylene iodide with an excess of 
mercury to the action of light. 

Bimerism (drmeriz’m). [f. mod.L. dimer-us 
+ -ISM.] Dimerous condition or constitution ; in 
Bot. the arrangement of floral organs two in a 
whorl : see next. 

Dimerous (di'merss), a. [f. mod.L. dimer-us 
(F. dirnere ), f. Gr. Stfxeprjs bipartite (f. St- twice + 
fxipos part) + -ous.] Consisting of two parts or 
divisions : spec. a. Entom. Having two joints : 
applied to the tarsus of an insect, b. Bot. Of a 
flower : Having two divisions or members in each 
whorl. (Often written 2 -merous.) Of a leaf : 
Consisting of two leaflets {rare). 

1826 Kirby & Sp. Entomol. xlvii. (1828) IV. 387 Tarsi 
mostly trimerous, rarely dimerous. 1845 Lindley Sck. Bot. 
viii. (1858) 129 Flowers dimerous. 1869 Student II. 12 Poly- 
merous leaves maybe dimerous, trimerous, etc. according to 
their number of meriphylls. 1872 Oliver Elem. Bot. n. 174 
Observe the dimerous symmetry oLEnchanter’s Nightshade 
( Circaea ), the parts of the flower being in twos. 1882 Vines 
Sachs' Bot. 646 True tetramerous flowers are allied . . to 
those with dimerous whorls. 

Bimetallic, cl. Chem. [f. Di- 2 2d: cf. di- 
acid, dibasic .] Containing two equivalents of a 
metal. 

1861 Odling Manual of Chem. I. 338 We have mono- 
metallic, dimetallic and trimetallic compounds, represented 
respectively by the formulae MH2ASO4, M2HASO4, and 
M3 AsO*. Of dimetallic or neutral, and trimetallic or basic 
arsenates, those of the alkali-metals are alone soluble in 
water. 

Dimeter (drmitai). Prosody, [a. L. dimetrus 
sb., dimeter, -metrus adj., a. Gr. Si/ierpos of two 
measures, f. St- twice + ptlrpov measure.] A verse 
consisting of two measures, i.e. either two feet or 
four feet. 

1589 Puttenham Eng •*. Poesie 11. (Arb.) 143 In the dimeter \ 
made of two sillables entier. extreame desire . 1625 B. 
Jonson Staple ofN. iv. Wks. (Rtldg.) 399 1/1 When he comes 
forth With dimeters, and trimeters, tetrameters, Penta- 
meters, hexameters, catalectics . . What is all this, but cant- 
ing? 1775 Tyr whitt Ess. Lang. $ Versif Chaucer in. 

§ 7 in Chanced s Wks., The Octosyllable Metre .. was . in 
reality the antient Dimeter lambic. 1837-39 Hallam. Hist. 
Lit. (1847) I. 30 The line of eight syllables, or dimeter 
iambic. 1882 Goodwin Gk. Gram. 317 In most kinds of 
verse, a monometer consists of one foot, a dimeter of two 
feet. 

Dimethyl (daimejnl). Client. [See Di- 2 2 and 

Methyl.] 

1 . as sb. A name of Ethane (C 2 H 6 ), regarded as 
two molecules of the radical methyl (CH 3 ). 

1873 Fownes' Chem. (ed. n) 568 A colourless gaseous 
mixture containing ethane or dimethyl, 1877 W atts Foiones' 
Chem. II. 47 Ethane. This compound .. may also be re- 
garded as dimethyl, or as ethyl hydride. 

2. attrib. and in Comb, denoting an organic com- 
pound in which two equivalents of methyl take the 
place of two of hydrogen, as dimethyl ketone « 
Acetone CO(CH 3 ) 2 , dimethylaniline , H 5 N(CH 3 ) 2 , 
One of the aniline bases, dimethyl-benzene C 6 H* 
(CH 3 ) 2 , dimethyl-ethyl cardinal * tertiary pentyl 
alcohol, C • OH . (CH^ . (C 2 H 5 ). 

1869 Roscoe Elem. Chem. 330 The secondary propyl 
alcohol or dimethyl carbinol boils at 84°. 1877 Watts 
Fownes ’ Chem. II. 428 Dimethyl-benzene or Xylene. x88o 
Friswell in Soc. Arts Jml. 444 The dimethyl compound 
resulting from the use of two molecules of the alcoholic 
compound. 

Dimetient (daimrjient), a. and sb. [ad. L. 
dlmetieni-em , pr. pple. of dlmetlri to measure out : 
see Dimense.] A. adj. 

+ L That measures across through the centre : 
dimetient line = Diameter. Obs. 

x6ox Holland Pliny 1. 15 The dimetient line, or diameter, 
taketh a third part of the circumference, and little lesse 
than a seuenth part. 1603 — Plutarch's Mor.^ 1045 That 
the Diameter or Dimetient line of the earth is triple to that 


of the moone. X729 Shelvocke. Artillery nr. . 264 The 
Orifice of the Chamber, whose Dimetient Line is exactly 
i of the whole Diameter. 

2, Math. That expresses the dimension. 

. 1842 De Morgan Diff. fy'Int. Calculus 323 Usually x a 
is the dimetient function of Algebra ; we must come to 
the consideration of transcendental quantities before we 
find a function which is not of the same order as x a , for 
some value or other of a; and then between .r“and x*rk 
may be found an infinite number of functions, higher in 
dimension than the first, and lower than the second, how- 
ever small k may be. 

t B. sb. (ishort for dimetient line). — Diameter. 
[1370 Billingsley Euclid vi. xxiv. 172 In euery parallelo- 
gramme, the parallelogrammes about the dimeciens are lyke 
vnto the whole.] 1571 Digges Pantom. 1. Elem. B ij b, 

A Right line drawne through the Centre vnto the. Circum- 
ference of both sides, is named his Diameter or Dimetient. 
1690 Leybourn Curs. Math. 328 The Dimetient of a Sphere. 
Dimetric (dsdme-trik), a. Crystallography . [f. 
Gr. St-, Sis twice + p.krpov measure + -ic : cf. Me- 
tric.] Applied to a system of crystals having 
three axes at right angles, the two lateral axes 
being equal to each other but unequal to the ver- 
tical axis ; — Tetragonal. 

2868 Dana Min. Introd. 21 The names .Monometric, Di- 
metric, and Trimetric, used in former editions of this work, 
have been set aside . . The names want precision, the hexa- 
gonal system being as much dimetric as the tetragonal. 
Ibid. 24 Tetragonal System (also called Quadratic, Pyra- 
midal, Monodimetric, Dimetric). 2873 Fownes ' Chem. (ed. 
ix) 279 The dimetric are also very symmetrical, about three 
axes at right angles to each other. 

Dimication (dimik^jbn). Now rare. [ad. 
L. dimication- e?n, n. of action f. dimicare to fight.] 
Fighting ; strife, contention. 

1623 Cockeram, Dimication , a battell. 2650 S. Clarke 
Eccl. Hist. 1. (1654)66 In the dimication which arose about 
Arius. x66o Fisher Unsticks A larm Wks. (1679) 22 9 l 11 
thy meer demi-digested dedications against, them. 1884 
Times 28 July 6 In such a continual dimication . . the de- 
feated impersonations of error will be found fighting as 
briskly as ever they did to-morrow. 

So f Bi*micate v , to fight, contend ; Birnica* 
tory a. {affected or humorous ), relating to fighting 
or fencing. 

1657 Tomlinson Renou' s Disp. 314 When Snailes are 
about to dimicate with Serpents. 2893 Sat, Rev. 2 Apr. 
400/1 For matters dimicatory. 

Dimiceries, var. Dimiss aries Obs. 

Dimidiate (dimi*di<ft,d3i-),(Z. [ad. L. dimidi at - 
us, pa. pple. of dimididre to halve, f. dimidium half, 
f. di-, dis - asunder + medius mid, medium middle.] 

1. Divided into halves ; halved, half. 

1768-74 Tucker Lt. Nat. (1852) I. 473 The dimidiate 
platform of your staircase. 1825 Lamb Elia Ser. 11. Pop. 
Fallacies, He . . allows his hero a sort of dimidiate preemi- 
nence : — Bully Dawson kicked by half the town, and half 
the town kicked by Bully Dawson 1847 Sir W. Hamilton 
Let. to A. De Morgan 43 Dimidiate quantification.. 1854 
Hooker Himal. Jmls . I. iii. 61 When the tree is dimidiate, 
one half the green, the other the red shades of colour. 

2. Bot. and Zool. a. Of an organ : Having one 
part much smaller than the other, so as to appear 
to be wanting, b. Split in two on one side, as the 
calyptra of some mosses, c. Zool. Relating to the 
lateral halves of an organism: applied to her- 
maphrodites having one side male and the other 
female. 

1830 Lindley Nat. Syst. Bot. 322 The dimidiate calyptra. 
1846 Dana Zooph. (1848) 432 Dimidiate , a tubular calicle 
bisected vertically nearly to its base. 1855 Owen Comp. 
Anat. 18 (L.) Insects, like crustaceans, are occasionally 
subject to one-sided or dimidiate hermaphroditism. 1863 
Berkeley Brit. Mosses Gloss. 312 Dimidiate , the same 
with cucullate. 1880 Gray Struct. Bot. vi. § 6. 255 The 
anther of Gomphrena is completely unilocular by. abortion 
.. of the companion cell. Thus losing one half, it is said 
to be dimidiate, or halved. 

3. Comb, in botanical terms, as dimidiate-cordate , 
said of a dimidiate leaf (see 2 a) of which the full- 
grown part is cordate ; so dimidiate-oblong, - obo - 
void. (Sometimes written dimidiato-cordate , etc.) 

x866 Treas. Bot., Dimidiato-cordate, when the larger half 
of a dimidiate leaf is cordate. 1870 Hooker Stud. Flora 
329 Euphorbia peplis . . leaves dimidiate-cordate. Ibid. 435 
Leersia oryzoides . . Spikelet dimidiate-oblong. 

Dimidiate (dimrdi^t, dai-), V. [f. ppl. stem 
of L. dimididre : see prec.] 

1. trans. To divide into halves; to halve; to 
reduce to the half. 

1623 Cockeram, Dimediate, to part into two parts. 1652 
W. Sclater Civ. Mag. (1653) 4 2 Who dimidiate Christ, 
would have him onely by halfes. 1632 Sparke Prim . 
Devot. (1663) 321 Dimidiated, as ’twere by forked tongues. 
1789 S. Parr Wks, (1828) VII. 412, I hope he had a com- 
plete service, not mutilated and dimidiated, as it was for 
poor Johnson at the Abbey. 

2. Her. To cut in half ; to represent only half of 
(a bearing), esp. in one half of a shield party per 
pale : see Dimidiated, Dimidiation. Hence Di- 
nar diating vbl. sb. 

1864 Boutell Heraldry Hist. <$• Pop. xiv. § 1 (ed. 3) 146 
This was styled Impaling by Dimidiation or Dimidiating. 
x88o Warren Book-plates xii. 128. 1893 E. Howlett in 

Reliquary July 160 The arms of the Cinque Ports, England 
dimidiating azure three ships' hulls in pale or. 

Dimi‘oiated, ppl • a. [f. prec. +■ -ed.] Halved ; 
divided into halves, or having only one half shown 


or represented ; spec . in Her. of a bearing or coat 
of arms. (Cf. Dimidiation, Demi B. 1.) 

1372 Bossewell Armorie n. 42 Sundrie wayes they 
[Lions] are borne in armes ... Dimidiated, Parted, Couped. 
1647 A. Ross Myst. Poet. iy. (1675) 98 In respect of her 
[the moon's] corniculated, dimidiated, and plenary aspect. 
1732 Sir T. Hill Hist. Anim. 52 (Jod.) The dytiscus with 
twenty dimidiated strise on the extended wings. 1864 
Boutell Heraldry Hist. <§- Pop. xxxii. (ed. 3) 467 Or, a 
dimidiated eagle to the sinister sa. 1892 Proc. Soc. Anti- 
quaries XIV. 279 The arms of France and Burgundy are 
shown dimidiated. 

Dimidiation (tlimi:di^ l *J^n,ciai-). [sid.'L.dlmi- 
didtidn-em, n. of action from dimididre to halve: see 
Dimidiate a .] The action of halving, or condition 
of being halved ; spec, in Her. the combination or 
* marshalling’ of two coats of arms by placing side 
by side the dexter half of one and the sinister half 
of the other ; an early form of impalement. 

c 1423 Craft Nombryuge (E, E. T. S.) £ per ben .7. .. 
partes of pis craft. The first is called addicion, J?e seconde 
. . subtraecion. The thryd is called duplacion. The 4. .. 
dimydicion. x6$8 Phillips, Dimidiation, a dividing in 
the midst, a cutting into two halves. 1780 J. Edmondson 
Heraldry 179 This method of impaling arms by dimidiation 
hath been for some time laid aside in England. 1847 Parker 
Gloss. Brit. Her. 113 Dimidiation, the dexter half of the 
husband’s arms being joined to the sinister half of the wife’s. 
1882 Cussans Handbk. Her. xii. (ed. 3) 164 Marshalling by 
Dimidiation was, towards the close of the Fourteenth. 
Century, superseded by Impalement. 

Dimxlance, obs. form of Demi-lance. 
Diminew, var. Diminue v. Obs., to diminish. 
Diminieion, obs. form of Diminution. 
Diminish. (dimi*mj\ v. Also 5-6 y for i, sshe 
for sh ; 5-6 deminish(e, 6 Sc. dimimiss, dim- 
mis 9. [Formed under the joint influence of the 
earlier Diminue, F. diminuer , L. diminuere, and 
Mintsh, earlier menusen, OF. tnenuiser , L. type 
*miniitiare to cut small, having the prefix of 
the one with the suffix of the other. Ancient 
L. had diminuere to break into small pieces, 
dash to pieces, and deminuere to make smaller, 
lessen, rednce in size. In late L. and Romanic 
the di- derivative supplanted the de- form ; hence 
the modern derivatives of L. deminuere ail have 
dimin-b] 

I. trans. 

1 . To make (or cause to appear) less or smaller; 
to lessen ; to reduce in magnitude or degree. (The 
opposite of enlarge , increase , augment, magnify .) 

14x7 in Ellis Orig. Lett. Ser. 11. 1. 61 Yf your forces be not 
here alwayes soe strongly mayntayned & continued with- 
out being deminished your Irish enimies ..will rise agayne. 
2526 Pilgr. Perf. (W. de W. 1531) 4 Perauenture it di - 
minysshed theyr payne in hell. 1577 B. Googe Heresbacli s 
H usb. iv. (1586) 162 It greatly deminisheth the substance 
of them. 1600 T. Pory tr. Leo's Africa n. 169 The whole 
towne is diminished into one streete. x6xa Brinsley Lnd. 
Lit. xxiv. (1627) 268 Whatsoever may diminish his estimation 
and authority. 1641 Wilkins Math. Magick 1. xii. (1648) 
85 The weight must, .be diminished in the same proportion. 
1790 Paley Horae Paul. Rom. i. 12 What diminishes very 
much the suspicion of fraud. 1880 Geikie Phys. Geog. ii. 
§ 8. 53 The ascent of warm air must necessarily diminish 
atmospheric pressure. 

fb. To clip, sweat, etc. (coin). Obs. 

1368 Grafton Chron. II. 126 There should be no deceyt 
used by diminishing or clipping y® same. 1698 Luttrbll 
Brief Rel. (1857) IV. 350 A French man is committed to 
Newgate for diminishing our coin. 

f 2 . To break in pieces, break small. Obs. rare. 
[class. L. diminuere b\ 

1607 Topsell Four-f. Beasts (1658) 491 In Rhetia . . they 
hold betwixt the fighting of Rams a stick, or bat of Corn- 
tree, which in a bout or two they utterly diminish and 
bruise in pieces. 

3 . To lessen in importance, estimation, or power ; 
to put down, degrade, humiliate ; to detract from, 
disparage, belittle, arch. (See also Diminished 2.) 

1360 Bible (Genev.) Ezek. xxix. 15, I wil diminish them, 
that they shal no more rule the nations. x666 Pepys Diary 
24 June, He do plainly diminish the commanders put in by 
the Duke, and do lessen the miscarriages of any that have 
been removed by him. 1667 Milton P. L. vii. 612 While 
impiously they thought Thee to diminish, and from thee 
withdraw The number of thy worshippers. 17x2 Steele 
Sped. No. 348 F 2 This impertinent Humour of diminishing 
every one who is produced in Conversation. 1828 Scott 
F. M. Perth viii. You would have accused me of diminishing 
your honour. x88o Miss Broughton Sec. Th. 1. vi, She . . 
passes out, angered, humbled, diminished past compare, 
f 4 . To take away (a part) from something, so 
as to make it less ; hence gen. to take away, sub- 
i tract, remove. Obs. 

1504 Atkynson tr. De Imitatione iv. ix, Take from our 
herds, .all that may.. dimynyshe vs from thy eterriall loue. 
a 1533 Frith Dzsput. Purgat. x8x Neither add any thing 
nor diminish. 1348 Hall Chron,, Edw. IV, 217 The . . 
love betwene them, washed awaie and diminished all sus- 
picion. 1376 Fleming Panopl. Epist. 24 Thus much was 
diminished from the state of the empyre. 16x0 Shaks. 
Temp. iii. iii. 64 Your swords . . may as well Wound the 
loud windes . . as diminish One dowle that’s in my plumbe. 
x6xx Bible Deut. iv. 2 Ye shall not adde vnto the word 
which I command you, neither shall you diminish, ought 
from it. a 1627 Hayward (J.), Nothing was diminished 
from the safety of the king by the imprisonment of the 
duke. 


DIMINTSHABLE. 

+b. ahsal To abate, subtract. Obs. 
t66z Stillingfi- Orig . Sacr. n. vii. § 6 That we should not 
add to nor diminish from Gods commands. 176a Goldsm. 
€it, IV, cv, Nothing . . should be admitted to diminish from 
the real majesty of the ceremony. 1826 R. H. Froude Rem. 
(1838) I. 74 His command . .will no more diminish from the 
sum of our pleasures than [etc.], 
f 5. To deprive (a person) in part, to curtail of 
1559 Bp. Cox in Strype Ann.. Ref, I. vi. 98 If now then 
the builders .. be diminished of their wages. 1609 Bible 
(D ouay) Ps. xxxiii. it They that seeke alter our Lord shal 
not be diminished of any good. 1762 Goldsm. Cit. W, Hi, The 
whole circle seemed diminished of their former importance. 

6 . Arch . To make (a thing) such that its succes- 
sive parts in any direction are continuously less and 
less; to cause to taper or progressively decrease 
in size, as a tapering column : see Diminution 9 . 

1624 Wotton Archit r (1672) 22 They [pillars] are all 
diminished. . from one third part of the whole Shafc.^ 1797 
Monthly Mag. III. 221 The sides form the arch joints of 
the bridge, and are diminished, so as to tend towards the 
centre of the circle. 

7. Mus. fa. To reduce in loudness, make gra- 
dually softer : cf. Diminuenuo. Obs. b. To lessen 
(an interval) by a semitone : see Diminished 4 . 

. 1674 Playford Skill Mus. 1. xi. 43 It will work a better 
effect to Tune the Voice diminishing it, rather than In- 
creasing it. 

H. intr. 

8 . To become less or smaller ; to lessen, decrease. 

1520 Caxton's Chron. Eng. 11. 11/2 Kyng Goffars people 

encreased dayly and his dyminished. 1565 Earl Bedford 
in Ellis Ortg. Lett. Ser. 1. XI. 215 As their force dimenesshede 
so dyd her Grace increace. 1700 Dryden Fables Pref. 
(Globe) 49s What judgment I had increases rather than 
diminishes. 1725 Pope Odyss. xiv. 284 Crete’s ample fields 
diminish to our eye. i860 Tyndall Glac. x. ii. 16 The sound 
, . diminishes in intensity. 1878 Huxley Physiogr. 78 The air 
diminished in bulk, while the quicksilver increased in weight. 

b. Arch. To have its dimensions successively 
smaller in the same direction ; to taper. 

^ t£X$ Leoni Palladio's A rekit. (1742) I. 12 In the dimin- 
ishing of them it must be observ’d, that by how much 
longer they are, by so much the less they must diminish. 

Bimini stable (dimrniJabT), a. [f. prec.+ 
-able.] Capable of being diminished or lessened. 
Hence Dimimisltableness. 

1782 Kirwan in Phil. Trans. LXXII. 223 Phlogisticated 
air, after it has been purified from phlogiston .. is again 
dimi nishable by phlogistic processes. 1864 Spectator so Aug. 
948/1 A five years’ sentence .. being thus at best djminish- 
ableby..on.e year and three weeks. *875 Veitch Lucre - 
thts 33 The absolute dxminishableness of the Sum of matter. 

Binunished (dimi*nijt), ppl. a. [f. as prec. 

f -ED I.] 

1. Made smaller, lessened : see the verb, (fin 
quot. 1 607 , Lowered in condition, weakened, wasted, 
emaciated.) 

_ 1607 Topsell Four-f Beasts (1658) 332 For the encourag- 
ing of a feeble and diminished horse Eumelius reporteth 
the flesh of swine . . mingled in wine and given to drink, 
to be exceeding good. 1742 Young Nt, Th. ix. 1715 How 
swift I mount ! Diminish’d Earth recedes, a 1850 Calhoun 
Whs. (1874) VI. 140 Kays of sovereignty . . to be reflected 
back, not in diminished, but increased splendor. 

2. Lowered in importance, estimation, or power 
(see Diminish v. 3 ) ; now only in phr. from Milton. 

x66j Hilton P. L. iv. 35 O thou [sun]., at whose sight 
all the Starrs Hide their diminisht heads. 1698 Congreve 
Birth of Muse 119 She feels, .the Shame, Of Honours lost, 
and her diminish’d Name. 1840 E. E. Napier Scenes f 
Sports For, Lands I. p. xxxv, Crest-fallen and dejected .. 
[they] hide.. their diminished heads. 

3. Arch. t etc. (See qnots.) 

yjx6 Leoni Albertis Archit. I. 53/2 The imperfect, or 
diminish’d Arch.. is not a compleat Semi-circle, but a deter- 
minate part less. 1823 P. Nicholson Pract , Build. 584 
Diminished Bar, in joinery, the bar of a sash that is thin- 
nest on the inner edge. 1876 Gwilt Archit , , Gloss., Dimi- 
nished Column, a column whereof the upper diameter is 
less than the lower. 

4. Mus. a. Of an interval : Less by a chromatic 
semitone than a perfect, or than a minor, interval 
of the same name : opp. to augmented. Diminished 
triad, a triad containing a diminished (instead of 
a perfect) fifth, b. Diminished subject) a subject 
repeated in diminution (see Diminution 5 a). 

. I727-5* Chambers Cycl., Diminished interval ^ in music, 
is. , an interval which is short of its just quantity by a lesser 
semitone, 1753 Ibid, SnpP. s. v. Interval* A Table of 
Musical Intervals. .Diminished Fourth. .Diminished Fifth 
. . Diminished Seventh. 1855 Browning Toccata of Ga- 
htppis vii, Those lesser thirds so plaintive, sixths dimi- 
nished, sigh on sigh. 1880 C. H. H. Parry in Grove Diet. 
Mrs. I. 448 The diminished seventh ..is a semitone less 
than the ordinary minor seventh. 

Bimrmslier. rare. [f. as prec. + ~ek I.] One 
who or that which diminishes or lessens. 

1601 Weever Mirr, Mart. Avij, This paynted wether- 
cocke, Arts diminisher, With cowardice hegmneth to em- 
peach me. 1637 Clarke Serm. 241 (L.) The diminisher of 
regal, but the demolisher of episcopal authority. 

Dimi nishing, vbl. sb. [f. as prec. + -ing k] 

1. The action of the verb Diminish; lessening, 
diminution. 

iS I 3 More in Grafton Chron. (1568) II. 782 Thinges . . 
redoundyng to the diminishyng of his honor. 1582 K. 
Wimbledon (title), A Sermon no less fruitful than famous. . 
set foorth by the olde copy, without addings or diminishings. 
1649 Milton Fikott. x, That their liberties and rights were 
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the impairing and diminishing of his regal power. 5863 
Geo. Eliot Romaics hi. xii. The one end of her life seemed 
to her to be the diminishing of sorrow. 

2 . Arch. Tapering ; = Diminution 9. ? Obs. 

1563 Shute Archit. Ciija, How to close and finish the 

diminishing of the pillors, 16x3-39 I. Jones in Leoni 
Palladio's Archit. (1742) II. 46 'I he diminishing of the 
Pilasters. 1776 G. Semple Building in Water 142 In 
every Course to make a two Inch set off., will preserve the 
diminishing of the Pier. 

Bimi*nisMng, fpl a. [f. as prec. + -TNG 
1 . That diminishes or lessens : a. That makes 
less. b. That grows less. 

1665 Hooke Microgr. 3 [It] may by . . some convenient 
Diminishing-Glasses, be made vanish into a scarce visible 
Speck. 1793 Smeaton Edystone L. Introd. 4 The building 
is carried up .. by diminishing stories, to the height of 115 
feet. s8x6 Keatinge Trav. (18x7) II. 210 If they could 
read through a diminishing glass. 1894 Nature 26 J uly 291 
The diminishing speed of the earth’s rotation. 

T 2 . Disparaging, depreciative. Obs. 

1673 Evelyn Mem. (1857) H* 105 The Lords accused the 
Commons for their . . provoking, and diminishing expres- 
sions. 1705 Stanhope Paraphr. III. 501 St. Paul, who .. 
disdains all false and diminishing Reflections. 

3 . Arch.) Skip-building) etc. Thinning or tapering 
off gradually. 

1867 Smyth Sailor's Word-bh., Diminishing stuff, in 
ship- building, the planking wrought under the wales, where 
it is thinned progressively to the thickness of the bottom 
plank. 1869 R. W. Meade Naval Archit. 354. 1876 

Gwilt Archit ., Gloss., Diminishing Rule, a board cut with 
a concave edge, so as to ascertain the swell of a column, 
and to try its curvature. Diminishing Scale, a scale of 
gradation used in finding the different points for drawing 
the spiral curve of the Ionic volute. 28S2 Wore. Exhib. 
Catal. iii. 5 Four diminishing joints. 

BimrmsMngly, adv. [f. prec. + -ly 2 .] 

1 . In a diminishing manner or degree ; decreas- 
ingly. ; / 

1827 Examiner 262/1 The light.. is spread diminishtngly 
over the picture. 1873 Cotitemp. Rev. XXL 449 Most 
powerful and varied in man, diminishingly so in the lower 
animals. 

f 2 . Disparagingly, depreciatively. Obs. 

1672 Mode's^ Whs., Life 7 Some .. were induc’d to speak 
somewhat diminishingly, and below the worth of his 
[Mede’s] Clavis and Commentary upon the Apocalyps. 
1707 Norris Treat. Humility vi. 289 To lessen and vilify 
himself, and speak very diminishingly. .of his own worth. 
Bimi'nislmient* Now rare. Also 6 de-. 
[f. Diminish v. + -ment. App. obsolete before 
1700; used again in 19th c., but not common.} 
The action or process of diminishing {trans. and 
intr.) ; diminution, lessening, decrease, abatement. 

1546 Bale Eng. Votaries 11. (1550) 94 b, All is to demyn- 
yshment of a kynges power. 1561 T. Norton Calvin’s Inst. 
1. xiii. 35 His diuine majestie. . the offence of diminishment 
wherof is an unpardonable crime. 1662 J, Chandler Van 
Belmont's Oriat. Pref. to Rdr., A pure, everlasting . . 
Light, which will illustrate all things, without dammage 
and diminishment, 1837 Lockhart Scott xliv. He received 
us. .with little perceptible diminishment in the sprightliness 
of his manner. 1893 G. D. Leslie Lett . to Marco xxvi. 171 
A diminishment in their numbers. 

Diminitif, -ive, obs. forms of Diminutive,, 
Diminuate, v. nmce-wd. [f. L. di-, deminuere 
to lessen + -ate 3 ; cf. next.] intr. To use a diminu- 
tive word or expression. (Cf. Diminuent.) 

1883 M. Collins Midnight to Midn. viii. 174 * You are 
a little wild.’ ‘ A little ! you diminuate l* 
f Binrinuaiiioil. Obs. rare . [a. OF. dimi - 
mcacion (1488 in Godef.), f. diminuer to Diminish.] 
= Diminution. 

1477 Earl Rivers (Caxton) Dictes 28 My tresor . . may 
not be mynissbed for noo thing that I yeue. . but thou maist 
departe with noon of thyn withoute dymynuacion. 
f Dimixme* V. Obs. Forms : 4 dymynne, 6 
-ew, diminevr, Sc. dimunue. [a. F. diminue-r 
(1308 in Godef. SuppL), ad. L. deminu-ere to 
lessen, Diminish. Cf. Pr. diminuar, also with 
other conjugational suffixes, Pr., Sp., and Pg. di- 
minuir f Cat. disminuir , It. dimmuire . In all the 
Romanic langs. the prefix is di-, which was also 
the common med.L. spelling, but ancient L. had 
deminuere to lessen, diminish, dzminupre to break 
into small pieces ; cf. Diminish.] —Diminish v. 
(in various senses). In first quot. intr. to speak 
disparagingly ; cf. Diminish v. 3. 

1382 Wyclif Ezek. xxxv. 13 5 e. .han dymynued {glass or 
spoken yuel] a3eins me [1388 deprauyd a3ens me, Vulg. 
derogastis]. 1513 Douglas Mneis 1. Prol. 74 Nor 11a 
reproche diminew thi guid name. 1549 Compl Scot. vi. 56 
God almychty. .mittigatis, augments, or dimunueis. .the. . 
operations of the planetis. 1568 Skeyne The Pest (i860) 
16 Rather depart riche nor leife pure, or diminew their 
fortune ony wayis. 

If Diminuendo (dzmzmw,e*nd^. Mus. [It 
diminuendo lessening, diminishing, pr. pple. of 
diminuire to diminish: see prec.] A musical 
direction indicating a gradual decrease in force or 
loudness of tone (abbrev. dim., dimin .) ; as sb. a 
gradual decrease in force of tone, or a passage 
where this occurs. Also transf. and fg, (Opp. 
to Crescendo.) 

.*775 ‘ J* Collier * Mus. Trav. (ed, 31 63, I stood still some 
tune to observe the diminuendo and crescendo. 1789-1826 
[see Crescendo], 187® Miss Bridgman Ro. Lynne ILiii 70 


DIMINUTION 

®Ahl’ this from Dicky Blake, diminuendo. 1891 Daily 
News 26 Oct. 3/1 A similar trimming .. on a smaller scale, 
edged . . the bodice, and was repeated in a further diminu- 
endo round the neck. 

t Dimi'nuent, a. Obs. rare . ^ [ad. L. di-, de- 
mznuent-em , pr. pple. of di-, deminuere to Dimin- 
ish.] Diminishing; lessening the force of any- 
thing. 

1608 W. Sclater Comm. Malacky (1650) 38 When the 
Scripture speaks of spirituall Sacrifices, it useth a Terme 
diminuent. 1647 Sanderson Serm. II. 221 Such kind of 
limiting and diminuent terms, 1657 — Serin. Pref. (1681) 16 
The Comparative degree (AftonSai/xoi'eorTepov?) in such kind 
of speaking being usually taken for a Diminuent terme. 

Diminuse, obs. Sc. form of Diminish. 

t Bimiuu*te s a - Obs. Also 5-6 de-. [ad. L. 
di-, deminut-us, pa. pple. of di-, deminuere to 
Diminish.] Diminished, lessened; abated ; incom- 
plete, defective. 

Diminute conversion (Logic), conversio per accidens, in 
which the converse asserts less than the con vertend, as in 
* AH the natives were slaves : Some slaves were natives.’ 

c 1450 Henryson Fables Prol. 41 (Jam. Suppl.) Gif that 
ye find ocht . . Be diminute, or yit superfluous, c 1475 
Partenay 5680 He and his land shold be etisherite. Exile 
and deminute by his dedes smart. 1533 More Apol . viii, 
Wks. 861/2 That hee neuer wrote that sermon himselfe, 
but that some of hys audience .. dydde wryte it dyminute, 
and mangled for lacke of good remembraunce. 1557 Re- 
cords Wketsi. Aiv b, If the partes make Jesse than the 
whole nomber.. then is that nomber called Diminute, orDe- 
fectiue. As .8, hath these partes .1, .2. .4. whiche make but ,7. 
1651-3 Jer. Taylor Serm, for Year 1. xxiv. 304 Affix prices 
made diminute and lessened to such proportions and abate- 
ments. 1731 Chandler tt. LimborcUs Hist . Inquis. II. 32 
He who confesses an heretical Action or Word, but denies 
the wicked Intendon . .is . . to be delivered over as a diminute, 
impenitent, and negative Heretick. 
b. Diminutive, minute. 

1611 Sir A. Gorges (T.), The first seeds of things are little 
and diminute. 

Dimi’nute, v. rare. [f. L. di-, deminut- ppl, 
stem of di-, deminuere to Diminish.] trans. To 
lessen ; to belittle ; = Diminish v. 3. 

1560 Rolland Crt. Venus m. gas, I imploir. ,3c not deiect 
the dignitie nor gloir, Spuhe, nor reif, diminute nor deploir 
Into na sort thes deifeit Goddes. 1883 J. C, Morison in 
Macm. Mag. 200 The repugnant task of diminuting our 
hero has been forced upon us. 

t Bimiuu’tely, adv. Obs . [f. Diminute a. + 
-ly 2.] In a diminished manner or form ; incom- 
pletely. 

1521 St. Papers Ben. VIII , I. 79 , 1 never rehersydde Your 
Graces letters, diminutely, or fully, but by the Kyngis ex- 
presse commaundement. ^ 1659 Baxter Key Cath . xx. 95 
Sciences diminutely and insufficiently delivered by their 
authors. 1841 Fraser's Mag. XXIV. 25 He could . . make 
even Old Hal diminutely to sing [‘ to sing small 

Bimimition (diminizrjan). Forms : 4-6 di- 
minueion (also with^ for i), diminicion, 7 de- 
ni inution, 6- diminution, [a. AF. diminuciun 
(a 1300), F. diminution. = Pr. diminutio , Sp. dimi- 
nucion , Pg. diminuifdo, It. diminuzione ,, ad. L. 
diminutim-em later spelling of deminution-em, n. 
of action from d e minuir e to lessen. Classical L. 
analogies would give the form deminution : see 
Diminish, Diminue.] 

1 . The action of diminishing or making less ; the 
process of diminishing or becoming less ; reduction 
in magnitude or degree ; lessening, decrease. 

C1374 Chaucer Troylusm. 1286(1335) To encrece or maken 
dyrainudoun Ofmylangage. 1495 Act n Hen. VII , c. 2 §6 
Dymynucion of punysshment . .shalbe had for women greats 
with child. 1594 Hooker Ecd. Pol . iii. xi. (161 1) 120 Change 
by addition or diminution. 1617 Moryson I tin. 11. m. i. 213 
The remainder can hardly beare such deminution, as all 
Armies are subiect vnta 1682 Burnet Rights Princes viii. 
313 Rather than consent to the least diminution of that 
Right. s6<ji T. H[ale] Acc. New Invent, p. evii, Enlarge- 
ments or Diminutions of Wharfs or Banks. 1712 Addison 
Sped. No. 517 Pi A copy of his letter, without any altera- 
tion or diminution. 1857 Whewf.ll Hist. Induct. Sc* II. 
173 The Diminution of the Obliquity of the Ecliptic, 
b. Apparent lessening, as by distance. ? Obs. 

x6ix Shaks. Cymb. r. iii. 18 To looke vpon him, till the 
diminution Of space, had pointed him sharpe as my Needle. 
1667 Milton P. L, vii. 369 From human sight So farr re- 
mote, with diminution seen. 

^ f 2 . Representation of something as less than it 
is; extenuation, b. as a Rhet. figure. Obs, 

t3°3 R. Brunne Handl. Syune 12416 Jyt ]>er ys an en- 
chesun Ys kallede *dymynucyun’, On englys hyt ys to 
mene To make j?y synne Iytyl to seme, 1586 A. Day Eng. 
Secretary 11. (1625) 93 Example . . for diminution, might be 
this . , these I ^rnust confesse are injuries to some, but unto 
me they are trifles. 1659 O. Walker Oratory 75 Gradation 
is by Oratours mast-what observed, and the weightiest word 
said last : or, in diminutions, the contrary. 

1 3 . Lessening of honour or reputation ; deroga- 
tion, depreciation, belittling. Obs. 

1586 A. Day Eng. Secretary l (1625) 9 What approbations, 
diminutions^ Insinuations, 1599 L ife Sir T, More m Wordsw. 
Feel. Biog. (1853) II. i8x Under pardon of those saints, .for 
I intend not the diminution of their glorious deaths. 1646 
Fuller Wounded Consc. (1841) 351 A diminution to the 
majesty of God. 1648 Eikon Bas. 49, I shall not much 
regard the worlds opinion or diminution of me. 1712 Steele 
Sped. No. 468 r 4 Thinking nothing a Diminution to me, 
but what argues a Depravity of my Will. <2x734 North 
Lives (1826) II. '176.- All that appeared; . ...of diminution to 
the reputation . . which his Lordship', .had acquired. - 
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4 * 4 . Partial deprivation, curtailment, abatement. 
x <&8 Hall -Citron., Hen. V, 70 b, That we suffre harme or 
diminicion in person, estate, worship, or goodes. 2661 Bram- 
hall Just Find. iv. 78 Untill it came to sentence of death, 
or diminution of member. 1675 Baxter Cath. Theol. it. 1. 

*20 Had this been any injury or diminution to the rest ? 

5. Mus. a. The repetition of a subject (in con- 
trapuntal writing) in notes of half or a quarter the 
length of the original; opp. to augmentation * 
fit), (quot. 1614) The condition of being dimin- 
ished (of an interval): see Diminished 4 {fibs, 
rare). 

1597 Morley Introd. Mus. 24 Diminution is a certame 
lessening or decreasing of the essential value of the notes 
and rests. 1609 Douland Ortiith. Mierol. 48 Diminution. . 
is the varying of Notes of the first quantity ..or it is a 
certain cutting off of the measure. 1614 T. Ravenscroft 
(title), A briefe Discourse of the true but neglected Vse 
of characterizing the Degrees by their perfection, imperfec- 
tion and diminution, in measurable Musicke. 2869 Ouseley 
Counterp. xv. 104 [In] imitation by diminution . . the conse- 
quent substitutes notes of smaller value for those proposed 
by the antecedent. 

6. Her. With earlier authors; The defacing of 
part of an escutcheon. By later writers said to 
be = Difference. 

x6xo Guillim Heraldry 1. vui, (1660) 43 Diminution is a 
blemishing or defacing of some particular point.. of the 
Escocheon, by reason of the imposition of some stain and 
colour thereupon. 1787 Porny Her. Gloss., Diminution , 
word sometimes used instead of Difference. 1830 Robson 
Bril. Herald III. Gloss., Diminution of Arms, an expres- 
sion sometimes used .. instead of differences, or, as the 
French call them, Insures . . from the Latin diminutiones, 
lessenings, as showing a family to be less than the chief, 
f 7 . Gram. The formation of a diminutive word 
from a primitive. Ohs. rare * 
a 1637 B. JoNSQN Eng. Gram, xi, The common affection 
of nouns is diminution. . . The diminution of substantives 
hath these four divers terminations : El. .Et. .Ock. .Ing. . 
Diminution of adjectives is in this one end, ish. 

@. Law. An omission in the record of a case sent 
up by an inferior court to a superior, in proceedings 
for reversal of judgement. 

[16x0 Coke Bk. of Entries 242 a/2 ( 'rnargl ) Le def. alledge 
diminution en le Here. fac. seisinam. Ibid. 251 b/r (marg.) 
Diminution alledge per le def. en les proclamations. 1626 
Sir W. Jokes Reports, Weever v. Fulton 2 Car. j (1675) 140 
Car apres in nullo est Erratum plede, neque le Plaintiff 
neque le Defendant potent alledge diminution, car per le 
joinder ils allowe recorded X657 Grimston tr. Croke's 
Repts. (1683) H. 597, Johns v. Bowen, 18 Jas. I, After the 
Record certified, the plaintiff in the Writ of Error alledges 
Diminution for want of an Original, which was certified and 
entered. 1708 Termes de la Ley 248, Diminution, is when 
the Plaintiff or Defendant in a Writ of Error alledges .. 
that part of the Record remains in the Inferiour Court not 
certifyed, and prays that it be certifyed by Certiorari. 1848 
in Wharton Law Lex. 

9 . Arch. The gradual decrease in diameter of 
the shaft of a column, etc.; the tapering of a 
column or other part of a building; also, the 
amount of this tapering in the whole length. 

1706 Phillips ''ed. Kersey', Diminution .. in Architecture, 
the lessening of a Pillar by little and little from the Base 
to the Top. 1726 Leoni Alberti's Arc/tit. II. 20/1 The 
diameter of the lower diminution. 1727-51 Chambers Cycl. 
S.V., The Gothic architects . . observe neither diminution nor 
swelling; their columns are perfectly cylindrical. 1766 
Entick London IV. 356 [The] turret ends with a fine 
diminution. 1842-76 Gwilt A rchit. ill. i. 809 The diminu- 
tion or tapering form given to a column . . sometimes com- 
mences from the foot of the shaft, sometimes from a quarter 
or one third of its height. Ibid. 814 Vitruvius in this order 
[the Tuscan] forms the columns six diameters high, and 
makes their diminution one quarter of the diameter. 

Diminutival (dimimi^tsrval), a. ( sb .) Grain. 
[f. L. diminutlv-us Diminutive + -al.] Of, per- 
taining to, or of the nature of, a diminutive, b. as 
sb. A diminutival suffix. 

x868 T, H. Key Philol. Essays x . 213 The Latin, .forming 
contemptuous terms for men, by means of a diminutival 
suffix. 1871 Roby Lat, Gram. m. vii § 862 Adjectives, 
chiefly diminutival. 1880 Earle Philol. Eng. Tongue (ed. 3) 
§ 317 In -kin ... a widely prevalent diminutival. 

Diminutive (dimi-m^tiv), a. and sb. Also 4 
diminitif (-yf, etc.), 6- 7 diminitive, 6 demy- 
nutyve. [a. F. dimimitif, -ive (1.4th c. in Godef. 
Sufpl), ad. h. di-, deminutw-us, f. di-, deminutus, 
pa. pple. of di-, deminuere to lessen. The sb. use is 
found in Eng. earlier than the adj.] . A. adj. 

1 . Gram. Expressing diminution ; denoting some- 
thing little; usually applied to derivatives or affixes 
expressing something small of the kind denoted by 
the primitive word. (Opp. to augmentative'.) 

1580 North Plutarch (1676) 5 Where they honoured this 
old woman [HecaleJ, calling her by a diminutive Name, 
Hecalena. 2659 O. Walker Oratory 32 Verbal nouns .. 
some of them being augmentative, some diminutive. . 1755 
Johnson Pref. to Diet., Diminutive adjectives in -ish, as 
greenish. 2756 Burkes Sub I. 4* B. hi. xiii. In most languages 
the objects of love are spoken of under diminutive epithets. 
2876 Mason Eng. Gram. § 313 The diminutive sense easily 
passes into that of depreciation, as in worldling, groundling. 

+ 2 . Making less- or smaller; tending to dimi- 
nution. • Obs.- . 

2677 G ale Crl. Gentiles . iv» 266 God . . cannot fal under 
any mutation either . . augmentative or diminutive. 2722 
Shaftesb. Charac. { 1737) HI. hi. fi. 175 Any thing dimi- 
nutive either of their inward Freedom or national Liberty. 
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+ 3. Representing or describing something as less 
than it is ; disparaging, depreciative. Obs. 

2662 Glanvill Lux Orient, xi. (1682) 9 A diminutive and 
disparaging apprehension of the infinite . . Goodness of God. 
1737 Waterland Eucharist 443 The Death of Christ .. a 
federal Rite . . appears to be too low and too diminutive a 
Name for it. 179% Paine Rights of Manpzd. 4) 222 A scene 
so new . . that the name of a Revolution is diminutive of its 
character, and it rises into a Regeneration of man. 

4. Characterized by diminution ; hence, of less 
size or degree than the ordinary; small, little. In 
later use, generally, a more forcible expression for 
‘small’: —minute, tiny. (Usually in reference 
to physical size.) 

2602 Marston Ant. <4 Mel. 11. Wks. 1856 I, 19 Balurdo 
cals for your diminutive attendance. 1605 Shaks. Macb. 
iv. ii. 10 The poore Wren (the most diminutiue of Birds). 
1623 Cockeram, Diminutiue, little. 1641 Brathwait Eng. 
Intelligencer ii, Our Progenitours esteemed diminutive 
Cottages as Kingdomes. 17x2 tr. Pomet's Hist . Drugs I. 
146 A diminutive Pine, which grows not above the Height 
of a Man, X727 Swift Gulliver 1. i. 26, I could not suffi- 
ciently wonder at the intrepidity of those diminutive 
mortals. 1742 Gray. Let. Poems (2775) 108 Last post I 
received a very diminutive letter. x8x8 Jas. Mill Brit. 
India II. iv. viii. 283 The summer . . passed in unavailing 
movements and diminutive attempts. 2851 Brimley^t. 120 
(Wordsw.) We . . know that children are not diminutive 
angels. 1870 E. Peacock. Rolf Skirl. III. 24 Small, almost 
diminutive, in stature. 

B. sb. 

1. Gram. A diminutive word or term (see A. 1 ) ; 
a derivative denoting something small of the kind. 

1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. xvn. xevi. (Tollem. MS.), 
Of ‘ Lens, lends,’ come)) ‘ Lenticula,* pe diminityf )>erqf. 
1530 Palsgr. 303 Adjectyves whiche be demynutyves in 
signyfication. 1591 Percivall Sp. Diet. B iij, Diminutiues 
end commonly in ito, illo. 1678 Cudwouth Intell. Syst. 
264 The word Batpi.6vi.ov. .is not a diminitive. .but an ad- 
jective substantiv'd. 2709 Steele 7 'atleriSo. 135 F 1 Cicero 
. . calls those small Pretenders to Wisdom . , certain Mirmte 
Philosophers, using a Diminutive even of the Word Little. 
2864 Tennyson Aylmer's Field 539 In babyisms and dear 
diminutives Scatter’d all over the vocabulary Of such a love. 
1894 J. T. Fowler Adamnan Introd. 80 His name, Adam- 
nan, is a diminutive of Adam. 

2. Her. One of the smaller ordinaries correspond- 
ing in form and position to the larger, but of less 
width. 

[2486 Bk. St. Albans , Her. C ivb, This cros [croslet] is not 
so oft borne in armys by him selfe . . neuer the lees mony 
tymys hit is borne in dimynutiuys, that is to say in littyll 
crossis crossit.] 1572 Bossewell Armorie 11. 32 b, The Bar- 
rulet is a Diminutive thereof, and is but the fourth parte of 
the Barre. 2766 Porny Her. iv. (2787) 60 The Pale . . Its 
Diminutives are the Pallet, which is the half of the Pale, 
and the Endorse, which is the fourth part of a Pale. 1882 
Cussans Handbk. Her. iv. 57 The diminutives of the Bend 
are the Bendlet, or Garter, which is half the width of the 
Bend ; the Cost, or Cotice, which is half the Bendlet ; and 
the Riband, half of the Cost. Ibid. 72 All the Ordinaries 
(but not their diminutives) may be charged. 

3. A diminutive thing or person, a. A small 
variety or form of something ; a * miniature ’. 
f b. Something very small (obs.). fc. In dim i- 
nutive : on a small scale, in miniature (obs.). 

1606 Siiaks. Tr. <4 Cr. v. L 38 How the poore world is 
pestred with such water-flies, diminutiues of Nature. — 
Ant. 4 Cl. iv. xii. 37 Most monster-like be shewne For 
poor'st Diminitlues, for Dolts. 2627-77 Feltham Resolves 

I. xxxiii. 57 All families are but diminutives of a Court. 1658 
Sir T. Browne Gard. Cyrus iii, In what deminutives the 
plastick principle lodgeth is exemplified in seeds, a 2687 
Cotton (J.) Sim . . Was then a knave, hut in diminutive. 
2796 Mod. Gulliver's Trav . 46 A reflection . . which I often 
found myself justified in bringing home to these dimi- 
nutives. 1842 C. Whitehead R. Savage (1845I I. xi. 145 
The diminutive tells me he believes he has wronged you. 
1853 Kane Grinnell Exp. xix. (1856) 150 A stimulus, acting 
constantly, like the diminutive of a strong cup of coffee. 

f 4. Something that diminishes or lessens ; spec . 
in Med. A medicine that abates the violence of a 
disease. Obs. 

1602 Warner Alb. Eng. x. liv. (1612) 242 If his Fames 
Diminutiue in any thing we finde. 1621 BuRton^w^. Mel. 

II. v. 1. vi, When you have used all good meanes and helpe 
of alteratives, aver ters, diminitives. 

^Diminutively (diminhftivli), adv. [f. prec. 
+ -LY y .] In a diminutive manner or degree. 

1, In the way of diminution ; so as to represent 
anything as small, or as less than it is ; f extenu- 
atingly, disparagingly, depreciatively (obs.\ 

2623 F. Robarts Revenue of Gospel 125 They will cheer- 
fully, .say, It was but fiue pounds .. It comes but once a 
yeare, I hope to recouer it by the grace of God. Thus 
diminutiuely and hopefully men mention any great charge, 
suitable to their owne humors, 2663 Baxter Divine Life 
X75 Thinking diminutively of God’s love and mercy. 2788 
Mad. D'Arblay Diary July, I began to think less diminu- 
tively of that [room], 1824 L. Murray Eng. Grain, (ed. 5) 
I. 256 When I say, 1 There were few men with him ; I 
speak diminutively, and mean to represent them as incon- 
siderable : whereas, when I say, ‘ There were a few men 
with him ’ J I evidently intend to make the most of them. 

2. In a smaller or minute degree. 

1750 tr. Leonardos Mirr. Stones 218 Prassius ..has all 
the Virtues of the Emerald, tho’ diminutively. 

Bimi*nutiveness. £f. as prec. + -ness.] The 
quality or condition of being diminutive. 

1727 Bailey vol. II., Diminutiveness, littleness. 2750-2 
Student II. 225 (T.) While he stood on tip-toes thrumming 
his bass-viol, the diminutiveness of his figure was -totally 
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eclipsed by the expansion of his instrument. 2830 Miss 
Mitfqrd Village Ser. iv. (1863) 199 Next to names simple 
in themselves, those which fall easily into diminutiveness 
seem to me most desirable .. Lizzy, Bessy, Sophy, fanny — * 
the prettiest of all ! 1894 Daily News 15 pet. 6/4 In keeping 
with the universal neatness and diminutiveness. 

Dimrmitize, v. rare. [f. Diminute a. + -ize.J 
tram. To turn (a word) into a diminutive form. 

In recent Diets. 

■f Bimi’SS, Obs. [f. cl. L. dimiss- ppl. stem 
of dimittere to send away, dismiss : cf. Dimit, 
Dismiss, and Vus-pref] «= Dismiss v. 

2543 Grafton Contn. Harding (1812) 567 Charles did di- 
misse y« young man. 2546 Langley Pol. Verg. De Invent. \ r . 
ix. no a, When Masse is ended the deacon turning to the 
people sayeth, Ite missa est, which wordes are borrowed o£ 
the rytes of the Paganes, and signifieth that then the coni- 

? -anye may be dimissed. 1655 Stanley Hist. Philos, in. 
1701) 99/2 Theaetetus disputing of Knowledge, he dimlst. 
2729 Shelvocke A rtillery v. 399 1 1 is shot easily from a large 
Bow, for if it be violently dimissed, the Fire of it will be 
extinguished. 

t Brmissaries, sb. pi. Obs. Also 5 dismys- 
saries, 6 dimiceries, demisaris. [? f. L. demis - 
sus, hanging down, descending + -ary: cf .emissary \ 
Testicles. 

1494 Fabyan Chron. vii. 357 Some malicious dysposed per- 
sones, in despy te. .kut of his hode and his dismyssaries. 2546 
Bale Eng. Votaries 1. (1550) 50 b, Chosen, as stoned horses 
are. .by their outye dimiceries. 1569 T. Underdown Ovid 
agst. Ibis O iij b, He . . cut of his Demisaris. 1577 Stany- 
hurst Descr. Irel. in Ho Unshed VI.. 68 For default of other 
stuffe, they pawne . . the nailes of their fingers and toes, their 
dimissaries. 

t Bimission (d aim i -Jon). Ohs. [ad. L. dimts- 
sidn-em , n. of action from dimittere to send away, 
dismiss, etc.] 

L The action of giving up or relinquishing; re- 
signation, abdication ; == Demission ^ 1 . 

2494 Fabyan Chron. v it. 548, 1 swere .. that I shall neuer 
repugne to this resygnacion, dymyssyon or yeldynge vp. 
1568 Q. Eliz. Let , 8 June in Love-let I Mary Q. Scots App. 
31 She. .was. .compelled to make a dimission of her crown. 
2 . Conveyance by lease ; = Demise sb. 1. 

1495 Act 11 Hen. VII, c. 9. § 2 All maner of leasses dymys- 
sions made. Ibid. c. 33 § 17 Any graunte or lesse made by 
. . lettres patentes of dimission. y 

3 . Sending away, dismission, dismissal, discharge. 
1530 in Froude Hist. Eng. (1856) II. 82 Under sureties 
..that he should appear the first day of the next term, .and 
then day by day until his dimission. #x555 Bradford in 
Coverdale Lett. Mart. (1564) 307 It is. .a deliueraunce from 
bondage and prison, adimission from warre. 1633 Bp. Hall 
Hard Texts 620 This common dimission of your wives. 
1736 Lediard Life Marlborough 1. 106 The King, .sent him 
a Dimission of all his Employs, and forbid him the Court. 
1823 Southey Hist. Penins. War 1 . 44 Whosoever .. left 
the University without a letter of dimission. 

Bimissoria! (dimisd»*rial)« Heel. [f. as next 
+ -al.] A dimissory letter ; see next, sense 2. ^ 
1885 Catholic Diet, s.v., Abbots may not give dimissorials 
: to seculars. 

B imis SOry (di’mis^ri), a. (sb.) Also 7 di- 
missary, 7-8 demissory. [ad, L. dimissori-us 
(in litterse dimissorix a dimissory letter), i. dimiss- 
ppl. stem of dimittere to send away, dismiss : see 
-ory. (Also Dismissory : cf. Dis- pref.)\ 

+ 1 . Pertaining to dismission or leave-taking; 
dismissory; valedictory. Obs. in gen. sense. (In 
quot. 1650,/^. from 2.) . . 

2581 Marbeck Bk. of Notes 305 In witnes wherof I gme 
\mto thee this Bill of diuorcement and dimissorie Epistle, 
being an instrument of libertie according to y» jaw of 
Moses. 1650 Bp. Pride aux Enchol. (1656) 101 (T.) Old 
Simeon’s craving his letters demissory. a 1656 Ussher 
Ann. (1658) 431 The Original of that Petaroth or dimissary 
Lecture, after which the people were dismissed. 

2 . Heel. Dimissory letter (usually in pi. letters 
dimissory) : a. In the ancient church, a letter from 
a bishop dismissing a clergyman from one diocese 
and recommending him to another, b. A letter 
from a bishop, the superior of a religious order, 
etc., authorizing the bearer as a candidate for 
ordination. 

2583 Stubbes Anat. Abus. n. (1882) 91 If he. .haue letters 
dimissorie from one bishop to another, a 1631-2708 [see 
Demissory]. 1672 Cave Prim. Chr. in. iii. (1673) 310 
Letters Dimissory whereby Leave was given to persons 
going into another Diocese (if ordained) to be admitted 
and incorporated into the Clergy of that Church. 1726 
Ayliffe Parerg. 128 A Bishop of another Diocess ought 
neither to ordain nor admit a Clerk, . without letters Dimis- 
sory. 1818 C. Simeon Let. in Mem. xx. (1847) 497 Letters 
dimissory for a young roan who has distinguished himself. 
2819 Southey in Q. Rev. XXII. 73 The abbot was cautioned 
not to receive a member of any other known monastery 
without dimissory letters from his superior. 

f B. sb. (pi.) ^Letters dimissory : see prec. Obs. 
£1380 Antecrist in Todd 3 Treat. Wyclif (x%$-i) 147 Bi 
tytle and by dymyssories. 1619 Brent tr. Sarpis Counc. 
Trent (1676) 462 In respect of the dimisories of Bishops, 
2725 tr. Dupin' s Eccl. Hist. I. v. n. 69 The Dimissones 
were given to the Laity and Clergy, who went out of one 
Diocese : . . to live in another. 

f Biiui't, v. Obs. [In Branch I, ad. L. dimitt- 
ere lo send apart, away, or forth, to dismiss, re- 
lease, put away, let go, lay down (office) , renounce, 
forsake, f. di-, dis - asunder -f- mittere to send, let 
go. A doublet (more etymologically formed) of 
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Dismit, Dismiss : cf. also Demit z>. 2 , and Dimiss, 
Demise. In Branch II, a variant of Demit zl 1 ] 

X. 1 . tram , To send away, let go, dismiss : « 
Demit zl 2 i. 

1548 Udall, etc. Erasm. Par. A cfs v. 26 So were they 
contented upon this punishement to dimitte them. 1563-87 
Foxe A . $ M. (1596) 941/2 Thus Frith, .was freely dimitted 
out of the stockes, and set at libertie. a 1639 Spottiswood 
Hist. CA. Scott, n. (1677) 50 The Pope .. did. .dimit the 
Scottish Commissioners ... with great promises of favour. 

2 . To lay aside, give up, resign, abdicate : * 
Demit v* 3. 

1563 N. W1N3ET Four Scoir Thre Quest, xxvii. Wks. 
3888 I. 93 Salamon . . commanding ws naways to dimit the 
law of otir mother, quhilk is the Kirk. 1637-50 Row Hist. 
Kirk (1842) 40 That these who haue plurahtie of benefices 
be compelled to dimitt all except one. 1678 Tram. Crt, 
Spain n. 143 It behoved him instantly to dimit his charge 
of Inquisitour General. 

S. To convey by lease, demise : = Demit v . 2 4. 
1495 Act n Hen. VII, c. 9 That noe persone . . haue 
auctonte . . to dymytte or lette to ferme . . any londes or 
tenementis within the lordship. 1541 Act 33 Hen, VIII, 
c. 39 Power and auctoritie . , to couenant dimit let or set 
to ferme . . any of the landes. 1609 Skene Reg. Maj, 122 
He may dimitt the land destroied and not inhabite, vntill 
he be of power to big it againe. 

4 . intr. Of a river : To empty itself, debouch. 
x6. , Fountainhall in M. P. Brown Sttppl. Decis. (1826) 
293 The public river of Tweed . . which dimits in the sea. 

II. 5 . t runs. To send, put, or let down, cause 
to descend, lower : *= Demit vP 1. 

1627-^77 Feltham Resolves i. Ixix. 105 Like the night .. 
dimitting unwholesom vapours upon all that rest beneath. 
1638 Sir T. Herbert Trav. (ed. 2) 343,When Apollo dimits 
his perpendicular rayes. 1646 Sir Browne Pseud. Ep. 
v. xiii. 253 To teach horses to incline, dimit, and bow downe 
their bodies. 1671 J. Webster Metallogr. iv. 75 Doth 
dimit it down into the centre of the Earth. 

b. y£f. To abase, let down : « Demit vN 2. 

2655 Gurnall Chr. in Arm. verse xi. 183/2 He was a man 
of rare humble spirit, that .. could so dimit and humble 
himself in his adresse to Christ. 

Dimity (di-miti). Forms : 5 demyt, 6 dimite, 
7 dimmety, dimmity, dimetty, 8 demit y, di- 
mitty, 8- dimity. [In 1 5-1 6th c. demyt \ dimite , 
a. It . dimito ‘a kind of coarse cotton or flanell’ 
(Florio 1598), ‘a kind of course linzie-wolzie ’ 
(ibid. 1611) = med.L. dimiium (lath c. in Du 
Cange), ad. Gr. Sipiros of double thread, sb. dimity, 
f. Si-, Sis twice + fiiros thread of the warp. It is 
not certain how the final -y arose : could it repre- 
sent It. pi. dimit i ? Cf. the plural in Du Cange’s 
quot. : ‘amita, dimitaque, et trimita’, explained 
to mean fabrics woven with one, two, or three 
threads respectively. The relation to these of the 
Persian word dimyati , explained as i a 

kind of cotton cloth, dimity 1 , which has the form 
of a derivative of Dimydt , Damietta, is not 

clear.] 

A stout cotton fabric, woven with raised stripes 
or fancy figures; usually employed undyed for 
beds and bedroom hangings, and sometimes for 
garments. 

1440 in E. Peacock Eng. Ch. Furniture , Lincolnsh. 182 
A vestment of white demyt for lenten and vigils. 1570 
Campion inJHakluyt Voy. (1599) It. 1. 127 We do vse to buy 
many of their silke quilts, and of their Scaraato and Dimite, 
that the poore people make in that towne [Scio]. 163a 
Lithgow Trav. vm. 358 A hundred Camels loaden with 
Silkes, Dimmeties, and other Commodities, 1636 Davenant 
Witts (1673) I7 1 A Book wrapt up in Sea-green Dimmity. 
ex 710 C. Fiennes Diary (1888) 236 A half bedstead as the 
new mode, dimity w tn fine shades of worstead works well 
made up. 1743 Fielding yon. Wild 1. x, His waistcoat 
was a white dimity, richly embroidered with yellow silk. 
1819 Byron Juan 1. xii, Her morning dress was dimity. 

1879 E. Garrett House by Works I. 97 Else . . washed the 
pretty dimities oftener than even Lois thought necessary. 

1880 Birdwood Ind. Arts II. 76 FustianSj dimities and 
vermilions from cotton-wool had been made in London and 
in Manchester from 1641. 

b. attrib. Made of dimity. 

1639 Mayne City Match 1. iv, Thy dimity breeches. 1762 
Genii. Mag. 204 Put on a dimitty waistcoat. 1856 Miss 
Mulock y. Halifax 114 Some sort of white dimity gown 
that she wore. 1861 Mrs. Carlyle Lett. III. 79 In our 
white dimity beds, 1876 Miss Braddon y. Haggard's 
Dau. 1 . 108 The dimity window curtains. 

Dimly (drmli), adv. In 3 dimluker (compar.), 
4-5 dymly. [repr. OE. type *dimlice, from dimlic 
adj. dim, obscure : cf «ly 2 .] In a dim manner; 
in or with a dim light; obscurely; somewhat 
darkly ; faintly, indistinctly. 

aizzs Auer. R. 210 Heo wolden .. i 3 e deofles seruise 
dimluker bemen. 13.. E. E. A Hit. P. G 375 Dymly 
biso3ten, pat pat penaunce plesed him. a 1400-50 A lexander 
718 pan Anec .. Dryvez up a dede voyce, and dymly he 
spekes. 1538 Starkey England n. iii. 206 As Sayn Poule 
sayth dymely, hyt ys the pedagoge of Chrysu 1667 
Milton P. L. v. 157 To us invisible or dimly seen In 
these thy lowest works. 1712 Addison Sped. No. 265 
P 9 A Fire burns dimly.. in the Light of the Sun. 1858 
Hawthorne Fr. <y It. yrnls. II. 49 The figures looked 
dimly down like gods out of a mysterious sky. 1871 R. 
Ellis Catullus Ixvi. 49 Perish who earth’s hid veins first 
labour’d dimly to quarry. 1885 Spectator 8 Aug. 1041/1 
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This was dimly felt at the time and has been more dis- 
tinctly recognised since. 

b. Comb., as dimly -labouring-, -lit. 

1863 I. Williams Baptistery 11. xxiii. (1874) 75 Like the 
dimly-labouring moon, 2880 Ouida Moths xviii, Dimly-lit 
chambers. 

Dimmed (dimd), ffl. a. [f. Dim v. -*• -ed L] 
Rendered dim. 

2590 Spenser F. Q. 1. ii. 45 Her eyelids blew And dimmed 
sight . . At last she up gan lift. 1594 Grd. Prayer in Liturg. 
Serv. Q. Eliz. (1847) 654 Being . .not any clearer enlightened, 
than by the dimmed glimpse of nature, a x 6 o$ Mont- 
gomerie Misc. Poems xi. 25 Quhen my dimmit sight greu 
cleir. 2845 Darwin Voy. Nat. ii. (1879) 20 The scene by 
the dimmed light of the moon was most desolate. 1863 
Geo. Eliot Romola 1. iii, The somewhat dimmed glory of 
their original gilding. 

Hence BPmmedxiess. 

2610 Barrough Meik. Physick vi. ix. (1639) 367 Such as 
hath not the whitish colour inclining to dimmednesse. . 

Dimmen, v. rare. [f. Dim a . + -en 5 .] intr. 
To grow dim. Hence Di’mmeaing ppl. a. 

1828-30 W. Taylor Surv. Germ. Poetry I. 301 Scenery., 
on which his dimmening eyes are preparing to close for ever. 

Dimmer (drmoi), sb. [f. Dim v. + -eh L] One 
who or that which dims. 

2822 Blackw. Mag. XI. 594 A dimmer to the daylights. 
18., J. H. Newman Idea of University , To remove the 
original dimmer of the mindR eye. 

Dimmer (drmoi), v. nonce-wd . [f. Dim v. + 
-er 5.] To appear dimly, faintly, or indistinctly. 

1892 R. Kipling Barrack-r. Ballads 123 As the shape of 
a corpse dimmers up through deep water. 

Dimmety, obs. form of Dimity. 

Dimming (drmiij), vbl. sb. [f. Dim v. + -ingT] 
The action of the verb Dim, q. v. 

23. . Coer de L, 6977 Be the dymmyng off the more, Men 
myghte see, where Richard fore, c 1435 Torr. Portugal 
512 Yt Drew nere-hande nyght By dymmynge of the Day. 
2552 Huloet, Dymminge of the syght, caligatio. 1594 
Shaks. Rich. Ilf 11. ii. 102 All of vs haue cause To waile 
the dimming of our shining Starre. 

Di'mming, ppl. a. [f. as prec. + -ing 2 -] That 
dims : see the verb. 

2734 R. Erskine in R. Palmer Bk. of Praise 397 My 
Lora will break the dimming glass And show His glory 
face to face. 18x6 J. Wilson City of Plague n, ii. 183 The 
driving blast— the dimming rains. 1875 Whitney Life 
Lang. iv. 66 The specific quality of which [vowels] is due 
to a dimming action along the whole mouth. 

Dimmish (drmif), a. [f. Dim a. + -ish.] Some- 
what dim. 

2683 Tryon Way to Health 96 Its flame is not clear, .but 
of a dimmish Brimstone colour. 2724 Swift Stella’s Birth- 
day 42 My eyes are somewhat dimish grown. 1826 Blackw. 
Mag. XX. 899 Our eyes have got rather dimmish. 
Dimmit (di*mit). s. w. dial. Also 8 dimmet. 
[f. Dim a.] Dusk, twilight. 

2746 Exmoor ScoldingfK. D. S.) 42 In the Desk o* tha 
Yeaveling, just in tha Dimmet. Ibid. Gloss.j D unmet ,. 
the Dusk of the Evening .. the evening twilight. _ 2859 
Capern Ball. Songs 132, I, with my arms, in the dimmit 
of day, Will snare the bold son of the sea._ 1879 G. Mac- 
donald P. Faber III. xiv. 237 He likes his little ones to 
tell their fancies in the dimmits about the nursery fire. 
Dimmy (dimi), a. [f. Dim a. + -Y : cf. blacky , 
bluey.] Having dimness ; more or less dim. 

1430 Lydg. Chron. Troy 1. vi, The derkenesse of the 
dymmy night. 1580 Sidney Arcadia iv. (1622) 441 You 
dimmie clouds. 1582 Bentley Mon. Matrones 181 Dazeled 
with the dimmie and darke mists of Sathan. 1594 Carew 
Tasso (1881) 119 The dimmy ayre now cleerer growes. 1855 
Singleton Virgil I. 98 If she [the moon] shall have clipped 
The darksome ether with a dimmy horn. 

Dimn, dimne, obs. ff. Dim a. and v. 
Dimness (di*mnes). [OE. dimnts, dymnys, f. 
dim Dim + -ness.] The quality of being dim; want 
of clearness, brightness, or distinctness ; dullness of 
vision or perception, dimsightedness. 

c 825 Vesp. Psalter xcvi[i]. 2 Wolcen & dimnis in ymb- 
hwyrfte. c 1000 Sax. Leechd. I. 200 Wij? catena dymnysse, 
genim Sysse sylfan wyrte leaf, a 1300 E. E. Psalter xvii. 
10 Dimnes under his fete. 2398 Trevisa Barth. De 
P. R. xiii. xx. (1495) 450 Abyssus that is depnesse of water 
hath of hymself dympnesse and depnesse. 2572 Bossewell 
Armorie n. 67 b, The Eagle in age hath darkenes, and 
dymnes of eyne. 1633 G. Herbert Temple , Sonne 8 A 
sonne. .a fmitfull flame Chasing the fathers dimnesse. 2751 
Johnson R a mbler No. 155 p 3 In proof of the dimness of 
our internal Light. 2775 S. J. Pratt Liberal Opin. (2783) 
IV. 3 Tumbling into the ditch, which my dimness prevented 
me from seeing. 2863 Geo. Eliot Romola 1, v, The once 
splendid patch of carpet, .had long been worn to dimness. 
1887 Morris Odyss. vn. 42 Round about him still She shed 
that holy dimness. 

Diinond, obs. form of Diamond. 
Dimo:nosylla*bic, a. nonce-wd. [see Di- 2 .] 
Consisting of two monosyllables. 

2844 Whewell in Todhunter Ace. WhevoelVs Wks. (1876) 
II. 322 Dimonosyllabic endings. 

Bimorph (doi-mp-if). [mod. f. Gr. U^iopcp-os 
of two forms: cf. mod. F. dimorphe adj.] One of 
the two forms in which a dimorphous substance 
exists ; as * aragonite and calcite are dimorphs/ 

In recent Diets. 

Dimorphic (doim^ufikJ, a. [mod. f. Gr. 5 1- 
fXQp(p~a$ of two forms (f. Sis twice + popfi) form) 
+ -10.] Existing or occurring in two distinct forms ; 
exhibiting dimorphism, a. Hot. Occurring in two 


distinct forms in the same plant or species, as the 
submerged and floating leaves in water-plants, disk 
and ray florets in Composite , and (spec.) flowers 
or plants having stamens and pistils of different re- 
lative lengths, b. Zool. Of individuals of the same 
species ^or of the same colony of polyps) : Occur- 
ring in two forms differing in structure, size, mark- 
ings, etc., according to sex, season, or function, 
c. Chem. and Min. Occurring in two distinct 
crystalline forms not derivable from one another. 

1859 Darwin Grig. Spec . ii. (1878) 36 The two forms of an 
allied dimorphic species, c 1865 J. Wylde in Circ. Sc. I, 
31 1/2 Some bodies have two different forms, or are dimor- 
phic, under different circumstances. 1870 Hooker Stud. 
Flora 299 Primula . . Flowers usually dimorphic, having 
long styles with anthers deep in the tube or the reverse. 
Ibid. 319 Atriplex patula .. sub-sp. hastata .. seeds dimor- 
phic, larger brown rough, smaller black smooth. 1878 Bell 
Gegenbaur’s Comp, Anat. 123 When the persons of a colony 
are dimorphic, those which are the more developed are .. 
functionally sexual, while the others are sterile. 2888 
Rolleston & Jackson Amin. Life 238 The Medusa and 
Hydroid polype are dimorphic forms.. The worker bee is 
a dimorphic female. 

Dimorphism (dsimpufiz’m). [mod. f. Gr. Si- 
fjLop<p-os of two forms (see prec.) + -ism.] The con- 
dition of being Dimorphic, a. Cryst. The pro- 
perty of assuming two distinct crystalline forms, 
not derivable from each other. 

2832 Johnston Progr. Ckem. in Rep. Brit. Assoc. (1835) 
432 The different causes to which, under different circum- 
stances, dimorphism may be traced. 1850 Daubeny^I^w. 
Th. iv. (ed. 2) 123 A familiar instance of dimorphism is ex- 
hibited in the case of carbonate of lime, which ., is found, 
sometimes in the form of calcareousjspar, sometimes in that 
of arragonite. 1851 Richardson Geol. v. 78 Dimorphism 
is a law which, though previously known, has been confirmed 
by the discoveries of Mitscherlich. 

b. Biol. The occurrence of two distinct forms of 
flowers, leaves, or other parts on the same plant or 
in the same species; or of two forms distinct in 
structure, size, colouring, etc. among animals of the 
same species. 

1859 Darwin Orig. Spec. ii. (1878) 35 There are. cases of 
dimorphism and trimorphism, both with animals and plants. 
Thus, .the females of certain, .butterflies., regularly appear 
under two or even three conspicuously distinct forms. 1875 
Bennett & Dyer tr. Sachs' Bot. m, vi. 809 Another con- 
trivance for. .mutual fertilisation. .Dimorphism (or Hetero- 
stylism). . In one individual the flowers all have a long style 
and short filaments, while in another individual all the 
flowers have a short style and long filaments. 2888 Rolles- 
ton & Jackson Anim. Life 238 The phrase sexual dimor- 
phism is used to denote the differences other than the usual 
anatomical characters which separate the two sexes.. In 
| Lepidoptera] the individuals of broods appearing at dif- 
ferent times of the year often differ from one another . . In 
this case the phrase seasonal dimorphism is employed. 

c. Philol. The existence, in one language, of a 
word under two different forms, or of two words 
of the same ultimate derivation (doublets). 

1877 F. A. March Anglo-Sax. Gram. 28 Where it [bifur- 
cation] is produced by a foreign word coming into English 
in different ways, it has been called dimorphism : ration, 
reason. 

DimorpMte (doim^ufoit), Min. [mod. f. Gr. 
Slpopcp-os of turn forms + -ite.] A sulphide of 
arsenic occurring in very small orange-coloured 
crystals of two different forms. Also called Bi« 

morphine. 

1852 Shepard Min. 351 Dimorphine. 2868 Dana Min. 28 
Dimorphite. 

Dimorphous (doimp-rfos), a. [f. Gr. Si{jiop(f>-o$ 
of two forms -p -ous.] = Dimorphic. (Mostly in 
Chem. and Mini) 

2832 Johnston Progr. Chem, in Rep. Brit. Assoc. (1835) 
432 Sulphur and carbon therefore possess two forms, or 
they are ; dimorphous. 1850 Daubeny Atom, Th. iv. (ed. 2) 
123 Bodies . . capable of assuming two distinct crystalline 
forms .. according to the circumstances under which they 
had been brought into the solid condition .. are termed 
dimorphous. 1869 Mrs. Somerville Molec. Sc. 1. i. 16 
The diamond crystallizes in octohedrons, while graphite,, 
crystallizes in six-sided plates : . .and thus carbon possesses 
the property of being dimorphous. 1874 Lubbock Wild 
Flowers ii. 35 The majority of species of the genus Primula 
appear to be dimorphous. 

t Bimo*ve, v. Obs. rare. [ad. L. dimove-re 
to move away, remove.] trans. To remove. 

1540 R. Wisdome in Strype Reel Mem. I. App. cxv. 320 
You wil not dimove that evil wel placed. 2788 Trifler 
No. 25 r 3, 323 It dimoves every discruciating pain from the 
stomach. 

Bimp, v. rare. [app. shortened from Dimple 
zl] trans. To dimple, or mark with dimples. 

1821 Clare Vill. Minstr. I. 132 Rain-drops how they 
dimp’d the brook* Ibid. II. 123 Ere yet a hailstone patter- 
ing comes, Or dimps the pool the rainy squall. 

Dimple (drmp’l), sb. Also 5 dympull. [Evi- 
denced only from 15th c., and app. not common 
till late in the 1 6th : origin uncertain. Its form 
answers to OHG. dumphiio , MHG. tumpfel \ tiimp- 
fel , mod.G. diimpfel , tiimpel pool, but connexion is 
not historically made out. It has also been collated 
with dimble, and conjectured to be a nasalized 
deriv. of dip , or a dim. of dint with consonantal 
change.] 
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1. A small hollow or dent, permanent or evan- 
escent, formed in the surface of some plump part of 
the human body, esp. in the cheeks in the act of 
smiling, and regarded as a pleasing feature. 

r 1400 Destr. Troy 3060 Hir chyn full choise was. .With a 
dympull full derne, daynte to se. 1388 Greene Pandosto 
{1607) 19 Shee hath dimples in her cheekes. 1598 Florio, 
Pozzette, dimples, pits, or little holes in womens cheekes. 
1611 Shaks. Whit. T. n. iii. 101 The Valley, The pretty 
dimples of his Chin, and Cheeke. 1632 Milton V Allegro 
30 Wreathed Smiles, Such as hang on Hebe’s cheek, And 
love to live in dimple sleek, 1784 Mad. D’Arblay Diary 
4 Oct., Three letters in her hand, and three thousand 
dimples in: her cheek and chin ! 18x3 Byron Giaour (Grig. 

Draft) ii. Wks. (1846) 6 ;/i note. Like dimples upon Ocean s 
cheek. 1870 Emerson Soc. 4 So lit., Dom. Life Wks. (Bohn) 
III. 42 Parents, studious of the witchcraft of curls and 
dimples and broken words. 

b. The action of dimpling. 

17x3 Steele Guardian No. 29 p 6 The dimple is practised 
to give a grace to the features, and is frequently made a 
bait to entangle a gazing lover. 

2. transf. Any slight surface depression or in- 
dentation resembling the preceding, as a dip in the 
surface of land or a ripple on the water. 

1632 Lithgovv Trav. vi. 278 Whereon (say they) Elias 
oft slept, and . . that the hollow dimples of the stone was 
onely made by the impression of his body. 1664 Power 
Exp. Philos. 1. 3 Not absolute perforations, but onley dim- 
ples in their crustaceous Tunica Cornea. 1796 Withering 
Brit. Plants IV. 82 Upper part [of fungus] convex, with 
or without a dimple in the centre. x8ox Southey Thalaba 
xi. xxxviii, The gentle waters gently part In dimples round 
the prow. 18x5 Guide to Watering Places 299 In a dimple 
of the hill, .rises St. Anne's Well. 1892 J. Mather Poems 
51 In dimples of the mountain lay The panting herd of deer. 

3 . Comb. 

1874 Mrs. Whitney We Girls ix. 184 Her dimple-cleft 
and placid chin. ifeiA. Sterry Lazy Minstr. 80 Sweet 
little dimple-cheek— Merrily dancing. 

Brmple, V. [f. prec. sb.] 

1. tram . To mark with, or as with, dimples. 

1603 Marston Antonio's Rez>. m. iii. Wks. 1856 I. no, 

I will laugh, And dimple my thinne cheeke With capring 
joy. 1697 Dryden AEneid vii. 43 With whirlpools dimpl’d. 
1796 Southey Ball. Donica, No little wave Dimpled the 
water's edge. 1830 Tennyson Lilian 16 The lightning 
laughters dimple The baby-roses in her cheeks. 1847-8 H. 
Miller First Impr. vi. (1857) 102 Here the surface is 
dimpled by unreckoned hollows : there fretted by uncounted 
mounds. 1891 B. Harte First Fam. Tasajara xiii. Leaden 
rain, .dimpling like shot the sluggish pools of the flood. 

2. intr. To break into dimples cr ripples, to form 
dimples, to ripple. 

a 1700 Dryden (J.), Smiling eddies dimpled on the main. 
1735 Pope Frol. Sat. 316 As shallow streams run dimpling 
all the way. 1762 Goldsm. Cit. W. cxiv, She is then 
permitted to dimple and smile, when the dimples and smiles 
begin to forsake her. 1803 Wordsw. Prehide vi. 652 
A lordly river . . Dimpling along in silent majesty. 1851 
Thackeray Eng. Hum. ii. (1876) 181 Cheeks dimpling with 
smiles. 1864 Tennyson Aylmer's F. 149 Low knolls lhat 
dimpling died into each other. 

Brmpled, ppL [f* Dimple sb. or v. + -eix] 
Marked with or as with dimples. 

ax 577 Gascoigne Wks. (T587) 67 That dimpled chin 
wherein delight did dwell. x 599 H. Buttes Dyets drie 
Dinner C vb, Choise. Right Quinces : small : dimpled or 
dawked. 1606 Shaks. Ant . 4 Cl. n. ii. 207 Pretty Dimpled 
Boys, like smiling Cupids. 1634 Milton Comus 119 By 
dimpled brook and fountain-brim. 1753 Hogarth Anal. 
Beauty x. 65 The taper dimpled [finger] of a fine lady. 
1878 B. Taylor Deukalion 1. iii, 30 Beyond the dark blue, 
dimpled sea, Lie sands and palms. 

BrmpXement. rare. [f. Dimple v. + -ment.] 
The fact or condition of being dimpled ; a dim- 
pling. 

1856 Mrs. Browning A nr. Leigh 1, 39 And view the 
ground's most gentle dimplement. 1862 — False Step iv, 
Where the smile in its dimplement was. 

Brmpler. nonce-wd. [f. Dimple v. + -er b] 
One who £ dimples ’ or forms dimples. 

1713 Steele Guardian No. 29 P 5 We may range the 
several kinds of laughers under the following heads : The 
Dimplers. The Smilers. The Laughers. The Grinners. 
The Horse-laughers. 

Drmpling, vbl. sb. [ f. as prec. + -in & 1 •] The 
action of the verb Dimple (usually in intr. 
sense). 

x6o3 Beaumont Hermaphrodite Wks. (Rtldg.) It. 700/1 
She prais’d the pretty dimpling of his skim 1771 Goldsm. 
Frol. Craddock's Zobeide 5 While botanists all cold to 
smiles and dimpling, Forsake the fair, and patiently— go 
simpling, 1820 W. Irving Sketch Bk., Spectre Bridegroom 
L 338 A soft dimpling of the cheek. 

ppk [f. as prec. + -ing 2 .] That 
dimples ; that forms or breaks into dimples. 

1735 Somerville Chase iv. 407 Ev'ry .. hollow Rock, that 
o’er the dimpling Flood Nods pendant. *795 Mad. D Ar- 
blay Let. 18 June, When I look at my dear baby, and see 
its dimpling smiles. 1824 W. Irving T. Trav. I. 295 
A trim, well made, tempting girl, with a roguish dimpling 
face. 1844 Faber Sir Lancelot (1857) 7 With . . dimpling 
globes of nuphar netted o’er. 

Bimply (drmpli) i a. [f. Dimple sb. + -Y.] F ull 
of or characterized by dimples. 

1726-46 Thomson Winter 83 The wanderers of heaven . . 
flutter round the dimply pool. 1727 Philips Cde to Miss 
P ultemy Dimply damsel, sweetly smiling, a 1790 T. W ar- 
ton Triumph of Isis Poet. Wks, (1802) I. 5 The smooth 
surface of the dimply flood, xBB^fllustr. Sydney Lews 
26 Aug. 15/2 Aunt Flo’s face grew dimply. 


Bimpg e dial. Also 9 dumps. [?deriv. of j 
Dim, or dial, variant of dumps , Dump jA] Dusk, 
twilight. 

1693 R. Lyde (of Topsham, Devon) Retaking of Ship in 
Arb. Garner VII. 450, I got no nearer than a mile from the 
bar, in the dimps [dusk] of the night. 2 835 Elworthy 
W. Somerset Word-bk., Dumps, twilight ; same as Dimmed. 

Hence Dimpsy a. dial., dusky, as 4 It s getting 
a bit dimpsy.’ (Devonsh.) 

Bi’m-sigllted, Having dim sight ( lit , . 
and jigl). 

1561 T. Norton Calvin* s Inst. 1. ti b, Olde men. .or they 
whose eyes are dimm sighted. 1679 Bedloe Popish Plot 
A ij b, They are very dim-sighted that cannot see through 
such Impostures. 1775 Adair Amer. Ind. 230 Our dim- 
sighted politicians. 1840 Dickens Barn. Rndge xxix, Mr. 
Chester was not the kind of man to be . . dim-sighted to 
Mr. Willet’s motives. 1887 Spectator 20 Aug. 1x16 When 
the dog gets old and dim-sighted. 

Hence Diuusi-glitedness. 

1662 Hickeringill Wks. (1716) I. 278 It may seem cross 
to us .. through our short and dimsightedness. 1822-56 
De Ouincey Confess. (1862) 190 If a veil interposes between 
the dim-sightedness of man and his future calamities. 

+ Bimirriate. Ckem. Obs. [Di- 2 2 a If.] 
The old name for a (supposed) compound of one 
atom of hydrochloric acid with two of a base. 

1838 T. Thomson Ckem. Org. Bodies 228 When we dissolve 
cinchonina in muriatic acid we always obtain a dimuriate 
..This is obviously 2 atoms of cinchonina to 1 atom of 
muriatic acid. 

rimy ary (di*miari), a . and sb. Zool. [f. mod. 
L. dimydrius ( Dimydria name of group), f. Gr. 
81- twice + fiv-s muscle (lit . 4 mouse’) : see -ary b] 
A. adj. Double-muscled : said of those bivalve 
molluscs which have two adductor muscles Jor 
closing the shell. Also Dimyarian (dimi|e®*rian) 
a. B. sb. A dimyary bivalve. 

1835 Todd Cycl. Anat. 1 . 712/2 Shells which have 
belonged to dimyary mollusks. 1854 Woodward Mollusca. 
(1856) 26 The cytherea and other dimyaries. x866 Tate 
Brit. Mollusks ii. 18 The freshwater Conchifera are all 
dimyarian bivalves. 

Bin (din), sb. Forms: 1-5 dyne, 1-7 dyn, 

3 dune {ii), 3-7 dine, 3- din (also 4 deone, dene, 
5-6 dynne, 5-7 dinne, 7 deane, dynn, dinn). 
[OE. dyne ( :-OTeut *duni-z), and dynn, corresp. 
to ON. dynr din ( :—*dunju-z or *dunjo-z ) ; f. Ger- 
manic root dun-: cf. Skr. dhiini roaring, a tor- 
rent ; also ON. duna fern. 4 rushing or thundering 
noise * (perh. a later formation from the verb). 
Elsewhere in WGer. only the derived vb. appears : 
see next.] A loud noise; particularly a continued 
confused or resonant sound, which stuns or dis- 
tresses the ear. 

a xooo Satan 466 (Gr.) Se dyne becom hlud of heofonum. 
a 1000 Sal. 4 Sat. 324 (Gr.) feet heo domes da^es dyn 
Xehyre. c 1200 Trim Coll. Horn. 117 ]?a com a dme of 
heuene. C1205 Lay. 11574 per wes swiSe muchei dune 
J>eines j?erdremden. C1250 Gen. fyEx. 3467 Smoke upreked 
and munt quaked . . Ai was moses one in ois dine. 1340 
Hampole Pr. Consc. 7427 Als wode men dose . . and makes 
gret dyn. 1393 Langl. P. PI. C. xxi. 65 The erthe quook 
. . And dede men for >at deon comen oute of deope graues. 
c 1400 Destr. Troy 274 Sone he dressit to his dede & 
no dyn made. 1535 Stewart Cron. Scot. II. 281 To 
vincust thame with litili sturt or dyn. 1589 R. Harvey 
P. Perc. (1590) 2i A man may stop his eares to hear their 
dinne. x6xo Shaks. Temp. 1. 11. 371 lie . . make thee rore, 
That beasts shall tremble at thy dyn. 1667 Milton P. L. 
x. 521 Dreadful was the din Of hissing through the Hall. 
1712 Steele Sped. No. 509 r 2 The din of squallings, oaths, 
and cries of beggars. x8xo Scott Lady of L. 1. iii, Faint, 
and more faint, its failing din Returned from cavern, cliff, 
and linn. 1848 Lytton Harold xi. vi, From the hall_ . . 
came the din of tumultuous wassail. 1855 Macaulay Hist. 
Eng. III. 1 All the steeples from the Abbey to the Tower 
sent forth a joyous din. t 

b. The subjective impression of a sounding or 
ringing in the ears. 

1651 Hobbes Leviaih. 1. i. 3 Pressing the Eare, produceth 
a dinne. 1787 Cowper Let. 29 Sept., I have a perpetual 
din in my head and . . hear nothing aright. 

Bin, v. Pa. t. and pple. dinned (dind). Forms : 
1 dynnan, dynian, 3 dunen, -ien, denie, dinen, 

4 denen, dennen, donen, 4“6 dyn(n, 5 dunnyn, 
4- din. [In I., OE. dynnan , dynian ~ OS. dunian 
to give forth a sound, ON. dyn] a {dundi) to come 
rumbling down, to gush, pour, M Du. and NRh. 
dunen , MHG. tutien to roar, rumble, thunder, all 

OTeut. *dunjan, from root of Din sb. ON. 
had also duna to thunder, rumble :-~OTeut. *dund- 
jan. In II. app. a new formation from the sb.] 

I. fl* intr. (In OE. and ME.) To sound, ring 

with sound, resound. Obs. 

Beowulf 1538 (Th.) SiS>at se hearm-scaSa to Heorute 
ateah, dryht-sele dynede. c 1205 Lay. 30410 P* eorde gon 
to dunien. <21225 St. Marker. (1866) 20 pa puhte hit as 
bah a bunre dunede. <21300 Cursor M. 1770 (Cott.) Pe 
erth quok and dind again [v.rr, dinned, dynet, dened]. 
a. 1300 K. Horn 592 pe foie schok >e brume pat al pe curt 
gan denie. 1375 Barbour Bruce xvi. 131 To schir colyne 
lie dusche he gave That he dynnyt on his arsoune. c 1430 
SyrGener. (Helm. MS.) 1 b, He uncoupled his houndes 
and blew his horn, Al the forest dynned of that Hast 15x3 
Douglas Mneis xi. i. 89 So lowd thair wofull bewalmg 

habundis, That all the palice dynms and resoundis. 


BINBLE. 

^ b. Of persons : To make a loud noise ; to 

roar. , . 

CX450 Golagros 4* Gaw. vii. Than dynnyt the^duergh, in. 
angir and yre, With raris, quhil the rude hall reirdit agane. 
II. 2 . trans. To assail with din or wearying 

vociferation. , , , , 

1674 N. Fairfax Bulk 4 Selv. To Rdr., Why should the 
ears of all the neighborhood be dinn’d ... with the Cackle? 
178 6 tr. Beckford's Vathek (1868) 85 , 1 want not to have my 
ears dinned by him and his dotards. 1855 Singleton Virgil 
I. 377 With never-ceasing words On ttiis and that sid^ is 
the hero dinned. 1872 Black Adv. Phaeton xix. 265 The 
deafening causeway that had dinned our ears for days past. 
8. To make to resound ; to utter continuously so 
as to deafen or weary, to repeat ad nauseam-, esp. 
in phr. to din (something) into (some one’s) ears. 

1724 Swift DrapiePs Lett. Wks, 1755 V. n. 32 This hath 
often been dinned in my ears. 1830 Scott DemonoL vii. 
218 Horrors which were dinned into their ears all day, 
a 1839 Praed Poems (1864) II. 272 My own and other 
people's cares Are dinned incessant in my ears. 1842 $. 
Lover Handy Andy i. The head man had been dinning 
his instructions into him. x8 77 Black Green Past, xxxix. 
(1878) 315 It was the one word Gazette that kept dinning 
itself into his ears. , 

4 . intr. To make a din ; to resound ; to give 
forth deafening or distressing noise. 

1794 Wordsw. Guilt «§• Sorrow xlvi, The bag-pipe dinning 
on the midnight moor. 1820 W. Irving Sketch Bk. I. 63 
His wife kept continually dinning in his ears about his 
idleness. 1831 J. Wilson Unimorev i. 13 Steep water-falls, 
for ever musical, Keep dinning on. 1875 J owett P late » 
(ed. 2) III. 228, I am perplexed when I hear the voices of 
Thrasymachus and myriads of others dinning in my ears. 

Bin, dial, form of Dun a. 

|| Biuanderie (dmand^rf). [Fr. ; f. Dinant , 
formerly Dinand, a town of Belgium, on the Meuse, 

4 wherein copper kettles, etc., are made ’ (Cotgr. 
1611) ; so F. dinandier a copper-smith or brazier.] 
Kitchen utensils of brass, such as were formerly 
made at Dinant ; extended in recent times to the 
brass-work of the Levant and India. 

1863 Kirk Chas. Bold I. viii. 343 Kitchen utensils, .which 
under the name of Dinanderie were known to housewives 
throughout Europe, being regularly exported not only to 
France and Germany, but to England, Spain, and other 
countries. 

|| Dinar (dfna-i). Also 7 dina, dyna, denier, 8 
denaer, 9 denaur, dinar, dinar. [Arab, and Pers. 
.Ido dinar, a. late Gr. drjvdpio v, a. L. denarius : 
see Denarius.] A name given to various oriental 
coins: applied anciently to a gold coin, corre- 
sponding to the Byzantine denarius auri , or crown 
of gold, and to the gold mohr of later times ; after- 
wards to the staple silver coin corresponding to the 
modern rupee ; in modem Persia a very small ima- 
ginary coin, of which 10,000 make a tomaun (now 
« about 7 r. 6d but in 1677 « £3. 6s. 8 d., Yule)._ 
1634 Sir T. Herbert Trav. 41 The usuall Caine . . within 
the Moguls Territories are Pice, Mammoodees, Rowpees, 
and Dynaes. 1638 Ibid. (ed. 2) 38 The Dina is gold worth 
thirty shillings. 1698 Fryer Acc. E. India 4* P. 407 And 
100 Deniers one Mamoody. And 20 Pise one Shahee: 
Both which are Nominal, not Real. 1753 Hanway Trav . 
(1762) I. v. lxiv. 292 The toman, bistie, and denaer are 
imaginary. Ibid. 293 We always computed the mildenaer 
or xooo denaers, equal to an english crown of 5 A Ibid. 294 
The silversmiths commonly make use of pieces of money 
instead of weights, especially sisid denaers of ii muscal in 
weight. 1815 Elphinstone Acc. Caubul (1842) I. 391 In 
towns, the common pay of a labourer is one hundred 
denaurs (about fourpence half-penny) a-day, with food, 
1841 — Hist. Ind. II. 67, 2000 dinars were given to him 
‘to pay for his washing'. 1850 W. Irving Mahomet 
xxxiii. (1853) 172 An annual tribute of three thousand dinars 
or crowns of gold. 1883 C. J. Wills Mod. Persia 63 note, 
The merchant-class, too, use the dinar, an imaginary coin. 
..one thousand dinars make a keran, so one dinar is the 

Dinarchy. Obs. rare — [a. obs. F. dinarcfiie 
(Cotgr.), f. din- improp. for Di- 2 (after di-, bin-) 
+ Gr. dpxh rule.] 

1656 Blount Glossogr., Dinarchy, the joynt Rule or 
Government of two Princes. 1721 Bailey, Dinarchy, a 
Government by two. 

Binast- : see Dynast*. 

Drnder. dial. [app. a modification of dener, 
dinneere , early forms of Denier.] A local term 
for the denarii or small coins found on sites of 
Roman settlements, esp. at Wroxeter in Shropshire. 

1778 Eng. Gazetteer (ed. 2) s. v. Roxcester, Peasants, 
often plough up coins, called Dinders, that prove its anti- 
quity 1847-78 Halliwell, Dinders, small coins of the 
lower empire found at Wroxeter, Salop. Spelt dynders by 
Kennett. 1859 All Year Round No. 3 : . 55 ]■ he dullest 
doughboy working here . . picks up denarii, and calls them 
dinders. 1873 C. W. King Early Chr. Numism. 256 The 
clay disks, variously impressed, often found amongst Roman 
remains in this country, popularly called dinders. 
Bindge, var. of Dinge sb. and v. 

Din&le (di-nd’l, di nT), v. Chiefly (now only) 
Sc. and north, dial. In 5-6 dyn(d)le, 9 dinnTe, 
dinnel, dinle. [Derivation obscure ; . probably 
more or less onomatopoeic : cf. dingle, tingle, and 
tinkle ; also Du. tintelen to ring, and to tickle, to 
prick or sting lightly, Flem. iinghelen to sting 
as a nettle (Kilian) ; also F. tintillcmt , tinging, 
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ringing, tingling tintoner to ting often, to glow, 
tingle, dingle (Cotgr.) ; in which there is a similar 
association of the vibration of sound with the thrill 
of feeling.] 

1 . intr. To tinkle ; to ring or make a noise that 
thrills and causes vibration. 

c Pram p, Parv. 121/2 Dyndelyn, tinnia. 1808 Mayne 

Siller Gun l 115 Wi’ that, the dinlin drums rebound. 1827 
Tennant Papistry Storm'd 5 Dinnelin Deaf Meg and 
Crookit Mou [two Cannons] Begoud wi* ane terrific blatter 
At the great steeple’s found to batter. 1853 Stevenson 
Catriona 165 ‘The voice of him was like a solan’s, and 
dinnle’d in folks’ lugs.* 

b. trans. To thrill or cause to vibrate with 
sound. 

{To dindle the sky -to make the welkin ring.) 

1513 Douglas AEneis x. xiv. 160 Than the Latynis and 
eyk pepill Troianys The hevynnys dyndlit [1553 dynlyt] 
with a schowt at anis. 1845 Whist lebinkie (Sc. Songs) 
Ser. m. (1890) L 379 A steeple that dinlit the skye Wi’ a 
Clinkin' auld timraer-tongued bell. 

2 . intr. To be in a state of vibration from some 
loud sound, shock, or percussion; to tremble, 
quiver, reel. 

1470-85 Malory Arthur v. via, He dyd commaunde hys 
trompettes to blowe the blody sownes, in suche wyse that 
the ground trembled and dyndled. 1513 Douglas JEneis 
viii, iv. 126 Thebrayis dyndlit [1553 dynlit], and all doun 
can dusche. 1566 Drant Horace Avij, They made the 
quatieryng soyle To dindle and to shake again. 1814 Scott 
Wav. xliv, 1 Garring the very stane and lime wa 's dinnle 
wi 1 his screeching/ 1871 P. H. Waddell Psalm civ. 32 
Wha leuks on the Ian’, an’ it dinnles. 

3 . intr. To tingle, as with cold or pain. 

1483 Catlu Angt. xoo/i To Dxndylle, caudal ere. 1577 
Stanyhurst in Holinshed Chron. (1587) II, 26/1 His lingers 
began to nibble, .his ears to dindle, his head to dazzle. 1787 
Grose Provinc. Glass.. Dindle. to reel or stagger from a 
blow. 1855 Robinson Whitby Glass.. To Dindle or Dinnle , 
the thrill or reaction of a part after a blow or exposure to 
excessive cold. 1892 N ort hum bid. Gloss.. Dinned, to tingle 
as from a blow, or in the return of circulation after intense 
cold. 1893 Stevenson Catriona 173/ Young things wi’ the 
reid life dinnling and stending in their members.’ 

Hence Dindling vbl. sb, and ppl. a . 

X578 Langham Card. Healths^ Earesache and dindling, 
put in the juice [of Feuerfew] and stops it in. 1635 D. 
Dickson Pract. Wks. (1845) I. 87 The dinneling of the rod 
is yet in the flesh, 1669 W. Simpson Hydro! . Chym. <p He 
could after a while feel it . . run along his arms to his very 
Angers ends, with a dindling and pricking as it run along. 
1808 [see Dindle v. i.J 

Dindle (di-nd'l, drn’l), sb . 1 dial. Also dinnle. 
[f. Dindle v .] A thrill, a tingle. 

1818 Scott Hrt. Midi, xxv, ‘At the first dinnle 0’ the 
sentence.’ 1858 Mrs. Oliphant Laird 0/ Norlaw III. go 
It’s something to succeed, .even though you do get a dinnle 
thereby in some corner of your own heart. 

Dindle, sbf dial. Popular name of various 
yellow Composite dowers : see quots. 

1787 W. Marshall E. Norfolk Gloss., Dindles , common 
and corn sow-thistles; also the taller hawkweeds. 1878 
Britten & Holland Plants. Dindle . . (2) Leontodon 
Taraxacum. Norf. Sujf. 

Bindle-dandle , v* [Reduplicated form of 
Dandle v ,, with change of vowel, expressing alter- 
nation.] trans . To dandle or toss up and down, 
or to and fro. 

C1550 Coverdale Carrying Christ's Cross x. (ed. x) 107 
Rem. (Parker Soc. 1846) 263 Whether it be semeli that 
Chrystes body should be dyndle-danled & vsed, as thei vse it. 

Dine (doin), V. [ME. dine-n, a. F. dine-r, in 
OF. disner (digner, disgner) =*Pr. disnar, (dirnar, 
dinar). It. disinare, desinare , med.L. disnare (from 
OF.). Generally held to be late L. type *dis~ 
junare , for disjejmdre to breakfast, f. dis~ express- 
ing undoing (Dis- 4) + jejunium fast ; the inter- 
vening stages being disfnar, disnar , disner. 

In this view disner contains the same elements ulti- 
mately as F. dejeuner. OF. desjuner to breakfast, Disjune, 
and owes its greater phonetic reduction (cf. aider 1— L. 
adjuta-re) to its belonging to an earlier period. The shift- 
ing of meaning whereby disner ceased to be applied to the 
first meal of the day, while its form_ ceased to recall L. 
jejunium or OF. jeuner, would facilitate the subsequent 
introduction of desjeiinermitb. the required form and sense.] 
1 . intr. To eat the principal meal of the day, now 
usually taken at or after mid-day; to take Dinner. 
Const, on or upon (what is eaten), off (a stock or 
supply). 

*297 R. Glouc. (1724) 558 [Hii] nolde panne wende 
a vot, ar hii dinede pere. 4-1320 Seuyn Sag. (W.) 3830 
For my wil es with tham to dine. 1362 Langl. P. PL A. 
Prol. 105 Goode gees and grys, Gowe dyne, gowe ! c 1430 
Stans Piter 64 in Babees Bk. (1868) 31 And where-so-euere 
bou be to digne or to suppe. Of gendlnes Cake salt with 
pi knyf. 1526-34 Tindale John xxi. 12 Jesus, sayde vnto 
them : come and dyne [Wyclif, ete ^e; Pew. Vers, break 
your fast], a 1533 Ln. Berners Huon lxii. 217 They rose & 
herd masse, & dynid. 1590 Spenser F. (?. 1. ix. 35 His 
raw-bone cheekes. . Were shronke into his iawes, as he did 
never dine. 1603 Shaks. Meas. for M. iv. iii. 159, I am 
ifaine to dine and sup with, water and bran* 1709 Steele 
Tatler No. 104 f i Jenny sent me Word she would come 
and dine with roe. 1782 Cowper. Gilpin 195 All the world 
would stare, If wife should dine at Edmonton, And I should 
dine at Ware. 1817 Byron Beppo xliii, I also like to dine 
on becaficas. 1841-4 Emerson Ess.. Heroism Wks. (Bohn) 
1 . 106 A great man scarcely knows now he dines [or] how 
he dresses. 1886 BmMiT Chi Idr. Gibem 1. x, Malenda dines 
off cold tea and bread. 
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b. Phrases. To dine forth or out : to dine away 
from home. To dine with Duke Humphrey ; to 
go dinnerless. 

Of this phrase the origin is not altogether clear. In the 
17th c. it was associated with Old St. Pauls, London, and 
said of those who, while others were dining, passed their 
time walking in that place, or sitting in * the chair of Duke 
Humphrey \ or ‘ at Duke Humphrey’s table According 
to Stowe, the monument of Sir John Beauchampthere was 
‘by ignorant people misnamed to be’ that of Humphrey 
Duke of Gloucester, son of H enry IV (who was really buried 
at St. Albans). Nares says an (adjacent) part of the church 
was termed Duke Humphrey's Walk. (A different origin 
is however given by Fuller.) The equivalent phrase m 
Edinburgh appears to hav e been * To dine with St Giles 
and the Earl of Murray ’ (who was interred in St, Guess 
Church) : see quot. 1680, and Irving Hist. Sc. Poetry 579. 

1590 Shaks. Com. Err. n. ii. 211 If any aske you lor your 
Master, Say he dines forth. [15 92 G. Harvey Four Lett. 
(Nares s. v. Duke Humphrey). To seek his dinner m Poules 
with duke Humphrey. 1599 Bp. Hall Sat. m. vii. 6 
Trow’st thou where he din’d to day? In sooth I saw him 
Sit with Duke Humfray.] 1604 Penniless Part. 1 bread- 
bare Poets (Farmer), Let me dine twice a week at Duke 
Humphry’s table. [1633 Rowley Match at Midn. 11. m 
Hazl. DodsleyX III. 31 Are they none of Duke Humphreys 
furies? Do you think that they devised this plot in Pauls 
to get a dinner? 3639 Mayne City Match ill. in. Ibid. 
XIII. 264 Your penurious father, who was wont To walk 
his dinner out in Pauls. .Yes, he was there As constant as 
Duke Humphrey.] 1655 Fuller Hist. Cantb. (1840) 225 
Being, .loath to pin himself on any table uninvited, he was 
fain to dine with the chair of duke Humphrey . . namely, 
reading of books in a stationer’s shop in Paul’s churchyard. 
a 1661 — r Worthies, Lotuion (198), After the death of Duke 
Humphrey (when many of his former alms. men weie at a 
losse for a meal’s meat,] this proverb did alter its copy ; to 
dine with Duke Humphrey importing to be dinnerless. 
1680 Fr. Sempill Banisfun. Poverty 87, I din’d with saints 
and noblemen, Even sweet St. Giles and the Earl of Murray. 
1748 Smollett Pod. Rand. Iv. (Farmer), My mistress and 
her mother must have dined with Duke Humphrey, had I 
not exerted myself. 1835 Col. Hawker Diary (1893) II. 
88, I was obliged to * dine with Duke Humphrey’, and 
content myself with a few buns. [1858 Gen. P. Thompson 
Audi Alt. II. lxxviii. 33 To turn them all over to Duke 
Humphrey’s mess.] 

f 2 . trans. To eat ; to have for dinner. Ohs. 

4-1380 Sir Ferumb. 1277 Jyf ous sum what to dyne. 
41386 Chaucer Sontpn. T. 129 ' Now, maister quod the 
wyf, ‘ What wil ye dine ? ’ 1470 85 Malory Arthur xvi. 
viii, She prayd hym to take a lytyl morsel to dyne. 

3 . To furnish or provide (a person) with a dinner ; 
to entertain at dinner ; to accommodate for dining 
purposes. 

1399 Langl. Rich. Redeles in. 60 The dewe dame 
dineth hfem . . And ffbstrith hem flforthe till they file kunne. 
1633 Rowley Match at Midn. n. i. in Hazl. Dodsley XIII. 
28 As much bread, .as would dine a sparrow, a 1714 M. 
Henry Wks. (1835) II. 674 He often dined the minister 
that preached. 18x5 Scott Guy M. xxvi. An oaken table 
massive enough to have dined Johnnie Armstrong and his 
merry men. 1840 Lever H. Lorrequerl , We.. were dined 
by the citizens of Cork. 1876 G. Meredith Beauch. Career 
1 1 . xi. 197 The way to manage your Englishman . . is to dine 
him. 1887 lllustr. Loud. News 4 June 644 The saloon is 
capable of dining 118 passengers. 

Dine (dain), sb. Obs. exc. dial. [£ Dine v.] 
The act of dining; dinner. 

41400 Rom. Rose 6502 They ben so pore .. They myght 
not oonys yeve me a dyne. 1560 Rolland Crt. Venus iv . 
631 That thay to thair dine suld dres thame haistelie. 1793 
Burns A uld Lang Syne iii, We twa hae paidlet i’ the burn, 
Fraemornin sun till dine. ? a i8ao Fair Annie jr Sweet 
Willie xiii. in Child Ballads (1885) hi. lxxiii. 194/1 When 
ye come to Annie’s bower, She will be at her dine. 

Diner (dai-nai). [f. Dine v. + -eel] 

1 . One who dines ; a dinner-guest. 

1815 L. Hunt Feast of Poets 8 The diners and barmaids 
all crowded to know him. 1851 Mayne Reid Scalp Hunt. 
ii, After the regular diners had retired. x88r Harped s 
Mag. LXIII. 218 Dinners are far fewer than formerly, and 
the diners are chosen rather more exclusively. 

b. Diner-out; one who is in the habit of 
dining from home ; esp. one who cultivates the 
qualities which make him an eligible guest at 
dinner-tables. 

1807-8 Syd. Smith Plywley's Lett . Wks. 1859 II. 162/1 
He is, .a diner out of the highest lustre. 1824 Byron Juan 
xvi, lxxxii, A brilliant diner out, though but a curate. 1856 
Mrs. Browning Aur. Leigh iv. Poems 1890 VI. 154 A 
liberal landlord, graceful diner-out, 1862 Fraseds Mag. 
July 46 He was also a bon-vivant, a ‘diner-out’ and a 
story-teller, and a pan of convivial habits. 

2 . U. S. A railway dining car. 

1890 Commercial Gaz. (Cincinnati) 29 June, One coach, 
the chaircar, sleeper and diner . . overturned. 1894 Columbus 
(Ohio) Dispatch 3 Jan., A new dining car which . . is the 
first diner, .built by that company. 

Diner(e, obs. forms of Dinner, 

II Dinero (din4T0). [Sp. dinero penny, coin, 
money :—L. dendrms : cf. Denier.] a. * A money 
of account in Alicante, the twelfth part of a sueldo* 
(Simmonds Diet. Trade 1858). b. A Peruvian 
coin, one tenth of the sol, equivalent to about 4 d. 
English. 

1835 P. Kelly Univ. Cambist L 5 Each Sueldo being 
divided into 12 Dineros. 1868 Seyd Bullion 147 The 
Spanish Assay Mark is . . 12 dineros of 24 grains . . for 
Silver. 

t Dines. Obs. [?a corruption of Dignesse.] 
In phr. By God's dines , by God’s dignity or honour ; 
cf. Denwe. 


5399 Porter A ngry Worn. Abingd. (Percy Soc.) 81 Giue 
me good words, or, by God’s dines lie buckle ye for all 
your birdspit. Ibid. 102 lie fight with the next man I meet 
..by Gods dines. 1605 Tryall Chew. 11. i, Gods dynes, 

I am an Onyon if I had not rather [etc.]._ 

t Bine’tic, #. Obs. rare. [f. Gr. Ztvryr-b^ 
whirled round (f. Zcvi-civ to spin round ; cf. Stbos 
whirling, rotation) + -ic.] Of or belonging to 
rotation; rotatory. 

i €63 Glanvill Plus Ultra x. 72 Of the Spots and Dinet- 
tick motion of the Sun. 

t Dine*tical, Obs. [f. as prec. + al] «= prec. 
1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. vi. v. 294 The Sun. .hath 
also a dineticali motion and rowles upon its owne poles. 
1664 Power Bscp. Philos, in. 168 This great Argument 
against the Dinetical Motion of the Earth. 3691 Ray 
Creation (1714) 193 A spherical figure is most commodious 
for dinetical motion or revolution upon its own Axis. 

33 infill (di'nful), a. [f. Din sb. + -ful.] Full 
of din or resonant noise ; noisy. 

1877 Blackie Wise Men 31 The trumpet-tongued exploits 
of dmful war. 1889 A. T. Pask Eyes Thames 73 The 
gong is beaten at quick intervals, but even that dinful 
sound is not sufficient to keep one awake. 

Ding 1 (dig), v. arch, or dial. Also 4-6 dyng(e. 
Pa. t. sing. 4- dang (5- north.). 3-5 dong, 3-4 
dannge, 4-5 dange, 7 dung ; pi. 4-5 dungen 
(-yn), dongen, 5-6 dong(e, 6-7 dung ; also 4-5 
dange, 4- (5- north.) dang ; 4 [south.) dynged, 
6 ding’d, dingde, 6-7 danged. Pa. pple. 3-6 
dungen (-yn, -in), 5 dwngyn, doungene, 4-5 
dongen (-yn, -un), 6- Sc. dung (6-7 doung, 6 
donge) ; also 6-7 [south.) dingd, ding’d. [Fre- 
quent from the end of the 1 3th c. (in later use chiefly 
northern), but not recorded in Obi Probably from 
N orse : cf. Icel. dengja to hammer, to whet a scythe, 
Sw. dlinga to bang, thump, knock hard, Da. dienge 
to bang, beat. In Norse it is a weak verb, and 
the strong conjugation in Eng., which after 15th c. 
is Sc. or north, dial., may be on the analogy of sing, 
fling, etc. : cf. Bhjng.] 

f 1 . intr. (or absol.) To deal heavy blows; to 
knock, hammer, thump. Obs. ( or ? north, dial.) ^ 
a 1300 Ctcrsor M. 19356 (Edjn.) pan wij> suaipis J>ai paim 
suang, and gremli on pair corsis dange. c 1300 Havelok 2329 
begleymen on )>e tabourdinge. 13. . Coer de L. 5270 Kyng 
Richard took his ax ful strong, And on the Sarezyn he 
dong. 1393 Langl. P. PI. C. xvn. 179 No|>er peter j>e 
porter • ne paul with his Fauchon, That wolde defende me 
heuene dore • dynge ich neuere so late. 15. . Merry Jest 
Mylner Abyngton 133 in Hazl. E. P. P. III. 105 With two 
staues in the stoure They dange thereon, whyles they 
myght doure. X828 Scott F. M. Perth xix, That Harry 
Smith’s head was as hard as his stithy, and a haill clan of 
Highlandmen dinging at him? 

2. trans. To beat, knock, strike with heavy blows; 
to thrash, flog. To ding to death : to kill by re- 
peated blows. (Now dial., chiefly Sc. or north.) 

c 1300 Havelok 215 The king . . ofte dede him sore swinge, 
And wit hondes snierte dinge. Ibid. 227 Thanne he hauede 
ben .. ofte dungen. c 1325 Metr. Horn. (1862) 71 Thai .. 
dange hym that hys body blede. c 1400 Apol. Loll. 38 He 
pat knowij? his lordis wille, & maad him not redy to do J>er 
after, schal be dongtin wij> mani dingings. c 1400 Destr. 
J ray 2135 Dyng horn to deth er any dyn ryse. c 1400 
Ywaiiieff Gaw. 3167 With his tayl the erth he dang, a 1529 
Skelton Now sing we. $c. 17 Behold my body, how Jewes 
it donge with . scourges strong. 1533 Bellenden Livy n. 
(1822) 115 He dang his hors with the spurns. 1549 Compl. 
Scot. xvii. 151 He [the horse] vas put in ane cart to drug 
and drau, quhar he vas euyl dung &; broddit. 1563-7 Bu- 
chanan Reform. St. Andros Wks. (1892) 11 Nor 3it sal it 
be leful to the said pedagogis to ding thair disciples. 1647 
H. More Song of Soul n. iii. 1x1. xxv, The rider fiercely 
dings His horse with iron heel. 1674 Ray N. C. Words 14 
To Ding, to Beat. 1862 Hislop Prov. Scot. 88 He ’s sairest 
dung that’s paid wi’ his ain wand. 1870 Ramsay Remin. 
v. 146 Let ae deil ding anither. Mod. Suffolk colloq. Say 
that again, and I’ll ding you in the head. 

t b. To crash with a blow, smash. Obs. 

C1380 Sir Ferumb. 104, [I] wil kufce on hem my mijt ; & 
dyngen hem al to douste. 1583 Stanyhurst dEneis in. 
(Arb.) 89 Dingd with this squising and massiue burthen of 
/Etna. 

t c. To thrust through, pierce (with a violent 
thrust). Sc. Obs. 

1536 Bellenden Cron. Scot. ix. xxix. (Jam), Scho dang 
hir self with ane dagger to the hert, and fell down deid. 
Ibid. xv. ix. (Jam.), He dong hym throw the body with ane 
swerd afore the alter. 

3 . fig. To ‘ beat overcome, surpass, excel. ^ 

[1500-20 Dunbar Poems xxxviii. 9 Dungin is the deidly 
dragon Lucifer.] 1724 Ramsay Tea t. Misc. (1733) I* 24 
Auld springs wad ding the new. 18x4 Scott Wav. lxyi, 
It dings Balmawhapple out and out. 1884 Cheshire Gloss., 
Ding, to surpass or get the better of a person. 1893 
Stevenson Catriona 188 We’ll ding the Campbells yet in 
their own town. Mod. Berwickshire Prov., Duns dings a’. 

4 . To knock, dash, or violently drive (a thing) in 
some direction, e g. away, down, in, out, off, over , 
etc. To ding down, to knock down, thrust down, 
overthrow, demolish ; to ding out, to drive out or 
expel by force. 

13.. E. E. A Hit. P. B. 1266 D%ten dekenes to depe, 
dungen doun clerkkes. a 1340 Hampole Psalter Cant. 504 
He dyngis out )?e deny] fra J>e herds of his seruaunds. 
c 1400 Apol. Loll. 71 If I bigge ageyn pe king pat I ding 
doun, I mak mesxlfe a trespasor. c 1425 Wyntoun Cron. 
vm. xxvii. 36 Bot j?ai ware dwngyn welle away. 1513 
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Douglas AEneis x. v. 154 Manfully , . to wythstand At .the 
cost syde, and. dyng thame of the land, c 1365 Lindesay 
(F itscottie) Ckron.Scot. (1728) 64 His Thigh-Bone was 
dung in two by a Piece of a misframed Gun. a 1572 Knox 
}Iist. ReJ CWks, 1846 1. 204Thei dang the sclattis of[f] housis. 
1593 Nashe Christs V 31 a, The bespraytng of mens 
brain es donge out against them. 1598 Marston Pygmal. 
v. 156 Prometheus . . Is ding’d to helf. 1601 — Pasquil § 
Kath . in. 4 Hee dings the pots about. 1610 B. Jonson 
A Ick. v. v, Gur. Downe with the dore. Kas. 'Slight, ding 
it open. _ 1613 Hayward Norm . Kings 20 The Duke brand- 
ishing his sword .. dung downe his enemies on euery side. 
1644 Milton Areop. (Arb.) 57 Ready., to ding the book 
a coits distance from him. 1645 Rutherford Lett. 357 
That which seemetk to ding out the bottom of your com- 
forts. 1653 Urquhart Rabelais 1. xxvii, He . . dang in 
their teeth into their throat. 1663 Spalding Tronb. Ckas. I, 
(1829) 24 They masterfully dang up the outer court gates. 
1 676 Row Coutu. Blairs A utobiog. ix. (1848) 145 Rudders 
being.. dung off their hinges. 1686 tr. Chardin’s Trav. 
67 Wind . . which if it be violent dings ’em upon the coast. 
1783 Spanish Rivals 8 Sometimes he dings his own head 
against a post. x8x6 Scott Old Mart, xxviii, ‘ You and the 
whigs hae made a vow to ding King Charles aff the throne.' 
1871 C. Gibbon Lack of Gold xii, I have been . . trying to 
ding you out of my head. 1886 Hall Caine Son of Hagar 
1. i, ‘ That ’s the way to ding ’em ouer.’ 

to. Without extension. (In quots. neuter passive , 
as in ( a loaf that cuts badly \) 

1786 Burns A Dream iv, But Facts are cheels that winna 
ding. An’ downa be disputed. Mod. Sc. Prov. Facts are 
stubborn things ; they ’ll neither ding nor drive [i. e. they 
can neither be moved by force as inert masses, nor driven 
like cattle]. 

1 5. intr. (for refit) To throw oneself with force, 
precipitate oneself, dash, press, drive. Ohs. 

c 1400 Sowdone Bab. 1263 Tho thai dongen faste to-geder 
While the longe day endured, c 1430 Hymns Virg. (1867) 
322 All they schall to-gedyr drynge, And euerychon to ober 
dynge. c 1470 Henry Wallace 1. 41 1 On ather side full fast 
on him thai dange, 1627 Drayton Moon Calf Poems (1748) 
3 82 They . . drive at him as fast as they could ding. 

b. To precipitate or throw oneself down , fall 
heavily or violently. To ding on : to keep falling 
heavily, as rain (but in this use, associated with 
heating on). (Now only Sc.) 

c 1460 Towneley Myst. (Surtees) 141 Greatt dukes downe 
dvnges for his greatt aw, And hym lowtys. 1S52 Lyndesay 
Monarche 1422 Frome the Heuin the rane doun dang Fourty 
dayis and fourty nychtis. 1602 Marston Antonio’s Rev. 
iv. iii, Wks. 1856 I. 123 As he headlong topsie tnrvie dingd 
downe, He still cri’d ‘ Mellida !’ 1663 Spalding Troub. 
Chas. 1(1829) 44 A great rain, dinging on night and day. 

e. To throw oneself violently about, to ding, to 
bou nce. To huff and ding : to bounce and swagger. 

3674 Ray S. ff E. C. Words 64 To Ding, to fling. 1680 
New Catch in Roxb. Ball. Y. 249 Jack Presbyter buffs 
and dings, And dirt on the Church he flings. ^1700 B. E. 
Diet. Cant. Crew , To Huff and Ding , to Bounce and 
Swagger. _ 1706-7 Farquhar Beaux' Strut. 111. iii, I dare 
not speak in the House, while that Jade Gipsey dings about 
like a .bury. 1712 Arruthnot John Bull 11, iii, He huffs 
and dings at such a rate, because we will not spend the 
little we have left. 

0. In imprecations ; = Dash v. ii. dial. 

1822 Scott Nigel xxvii, * Deil ding your saul, sirrah, canna 
ye mak haste.’ a i860 Map. fanes Courtsk. (Bartlett), 
You know it’s a dinged long ride from Pineville. i86x Geo. 
Eliot Silas M. 85 Ding me if I remember a sample to match 
her. 1879 Tqurgee Foots Err. (1883) 292 Ding my buttons 
if she ain’t more Southern than any of our own gals. 1883 
C, F. Smith in Trans. Amer. Philol. Soc. 47 Ding and 
dinged , moderate forms of an oath . . peculiar to the South. 

7. Slang or Cant : (see quot.). 

1812 J. H. Vaux Flash Diet., Ding, to throw, or throw 
away . . To ding a person is to drop his acquaintance 
totally ; also to quit his company, or leave him for the 
time present. 

8 . Arch. To cover a brick wall- surface with a 
thin coat of fine mortar, trowelled smooth, and 
jointed to imitate brickwork, not necessarily fol- 
lowing the actual joints, 

1893 A. Beazeley in Let. 21 Nov., An architect, who 
showed me the letter containing the word Dinging told 
me the verb is in living technical use. 1894 [see below]. 
Hence Drnging vbl. sb. 

a 1340 JHampole Psalter exxii. 3 pat he delyuer vs of all 
temptacioun & dyngynge. 1340 — Pr. Consc. 7010 Dyng- 
yng of devels with hamers glowand. c 1400 [see 2]. 16x1 

Cotgr., Enfonsure, a beating or dinging. 1894 Laxtotts 
Price Book 49 * Dinging (a coat of thick lime-white and the 
joints afterwards struck with a jointer) ’. 

Ding (dig), vA [Echoic. But in use confounded 
with Ding vA and Din vi\ 

1 . intr. To sound as metal when heavily struck; 
to make a heavy ringing sound. 

x8ao Shelley CEdipus 1. 236 Dinging and singing, From 
slumber I rung her. 1848 Dickens Dombey ix, Sledge 
hammers were dinging upon iron all day long. iSvr Daily 
News 20 Jan,, The below of the bombardment . , has been 
dinging in our ears. 

2. intr. To speak with wearying reiteration. Cf. 
Din v. 

1582 in Calderwood Hist. Kirk (1842-6) HI. 658 To ding 
cantinuallie in his eares, and to perswade him to thinke 
his raigne unsure, wanting his mothers benedictioun. 1847- 
78 Halliwell, Ding, to taunt; to reprove. x88i Miss 
jA.CKSOxShrop$h. Word-bk., s.v., The Missis ’as bin dingin' 
at me , , about Bessey knittin’ the Maister a stockin’ in 
a day. 1882 m W. Worcesiersh. Gl. 

If To ding into the ears, At© drive or force into 
the ears’, appears to unite this with DingzU and 
Din v. 
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1396 Dalrymple tr. Leslie’s Hist. Scot. iv. (1887) 233 
Inculcating and dinging it in the eiris and myndes of all. 
1773 Goldsm. Stoops to C0nq.11. iii. If I’m to have any 
good, let it come of itself, not to keep dinging it, dinging 
it into one so. 1833 Thackeray in Four C. Eng. Lett. 557 To 
try and ding into the ears of the great, stupid, virtue-proud 
English . . that there are some folks as good as they in 
America. 1879 Browning Ned Bratts 227 What else does 
Hopeful ding Into the deafest ear except — hope, hope’s 
the thing? 

Hence Drnging vbl. sb. and ppl. a. 

1820 W. Irving Sketck-bk., Boar's Head Tavern (1887) 
T39 The din of carts, and the accursed dinging of the dust- 
man’s bell. 

Bing (dig), sb. 1 dial . [f. Ding zl 1 ] The act 
of dinging : a. a knock, a smart slap ; b. a vio- 
lent thrust, push, or driving. 

a 2825 Forby Voc. E. Anglia, Ding , a smart slap; parti- 
cularly with the back of the hand. 2876 Whitby Gloss., 
Ding, a blow or thrust; the disturbance of a crowd. * A 
ding an’ a stour a commotion and dust. 

Bings sbA and adv. The stem of Ding vA, used 
as an imitation of the ringing sound of a heavy bell, 
or of metal when struck. Often adverbial or with- 
out grammatical construction, esp. when repeated. 

x6oo Shaks. A. Y . L. v. iii. 21 When Birds do sing, hey 
ding a ding, ding. x8oi M. G. Lewis \ Tales of Wonder, 
Grim White Woman xxiii, ‘Ding-a-ding ! ding-a-ding ! ’ 
Hark ! hark ! in the air how the castle-bells ring ! 1808 
Mayne Siller Gun iv. 143 Ding, ding, ding, dang, the bells 
ring in. a 1843 Hood To Vaux hail 2 It hardly rains — and 
hark the bell 1 — ding-dingle. 1839 Capern Ball. «§* Songs 
92 Whistling and cooing, Ding, down, delly. 

51 Confounded with Din sb. 

1749 J. Ray Hist. Reb. (1732) 383 The noisy ding of the 
great falls of water. 1868 Doran Saints Sin. 1. 1x4 The 
Puritan pulpits resounded . . with the ding of politics. 

t Bing, sbA Obs. Also dinge. Some kind of 
household vessel. 

1594 hw. In Archseol. XLVIIL T31 Imprimis one great 
dinge for bread iiip. 1624 Ibid. 150 One trunck, one ding, 
one flagon. 

Ding, Sc. var. Digne a. Obs. worthy, 
t Bing-ding. Obs. Also ding-dong. An 

expression of endearment. 

1564 Bulleyn Dial. agsi. Pest (1888) 91 He goetb a 
woyng, my dvng, dyng ; and if he spedeth, my^dearlyng, 
what getteth he, my swetyng? 1602 Withals Did. 61 My 
ding-ding, my darling, a x6ix Beaum. & Fu Philaster v. 
iv. Let Philaster be deeper in request, my ding dongs, My 
pairs of dear indentures, kings of clubs. 

Bmg‘-dong > (drgd^-g),^/^.,^.and a. [Echoic.] 

A. adv., or without grammatical construction. 

1. An imitation of the sound of a bell. 

c 1560 T. Ryciiardes Misogonus in Collier Hist. Dram, 
Poetry (1879) II. 376 [In the midst of his play he hears the] 
‘saunce bell goe ding dong’. x6io Shaks, Temp. 1. ii. 403 
Full fadom flue thy Father lies.. Sea-Nimphs hourly ring 
his knell. (Burthen : ding dong) Rarke now I heare them, 
ding-dong bell. 1673 Dryden Mistaken Hush 1. ii. The 
Gold in his Pocket Chimes ding dong. 1844 Dickens 
Christm. Carol v, Clash, dang, hammer ; ding, dong, bell. 
Bell, dong, ding, a 1882 Rossetti Wks. (1890) II. 343 And 
bells say ding to bells that answer dong. 

2. ‘Hammering away’ at a subject; in good 
earnest, with a will. 

1672 R. Wild Poet. Licen. 29 Their learned men will 
write Ding-dong. x68o Otway Cams Marins in. ii, They 
are at it ding dong. __ 17x9 D’Urfey Pills (1872) VI. 361 We 
rallied the Church militant, And fell to work ding-dong, Sir. 
1825 Miss Mitford in L’Estrange Life (1870) II. 207, 
I shall set to work at the ‘ Heiress ’ ding-dong. 1888 El- 
worthy W. Somerset Word-bk., Ding-dong, in good earnest, 
with a will . . We in to it ding-dong, hammer and tongs. 

B. sb. 

1. The sound of a bell, a repeated ringing sound ; 
a jingle of rime in verse or song ; also a bell or 
other instrument that makes a ringing sound. 

c 1360 T. Rychardes Misogonus in Collier Hist. Dram. 
Poetry (1879) H* 375 [The old gentleman pulls the points 
off his own hose to give them as a reward to Cacurgus, 
who calls them ‘ding-dongs*, and rejoices that some of 
them have ‘golden noses’.] i6xx Cotgr., Dindan , the 
ding-dong, or ringing out of bells. 1709 Brit. Apollo II. No. 
70. 3/2 Her Sing-Songs, .sound as well as Country Ding- 
Dongs, a 1845 Hood Pair’d not Match’d ix, If the bell 
Would ring her knell, Pd make a gay ding-dong of it. 
1834 Emerson Lett. $ Soc. Aims, Poet. $ I mag. Wks. 
(Bohn) III. 158 Who would hold the order of the almanac 
so fast but for the ding-dong, ‘Thirty days bath September, 
etc.'? Ibid. 160 They do not longer value rattles and ding- 
dongs, or barbaric word-jingle. 

2. Horology. An arrangement for indicating the 
quarters of the hour by the striking of two bells of 
different tones. Also attrib. 

1822 Scott Nigel i, O ! St. Dunstan has caught bis eye , . 
he stands astonished as old Adam and Eve ply their ding- 
dong. i860 E. B. Denison Clocks $ Watches (1867) 170 
When there are more than 2 bells the hammers are worked 
by a chime barrel, because the chimes are not generally the 
same thing repeated, as they are with ding dong quarters. 
Ibid, 171 This may be . . made to indicate half quarters . . 
at about 50 min. past the hour .. the clock would strike 
3 ding dongs and one bell more. 

3. A term of endearment ; ** Ding-ding, q. v. 

C. adj. (attrib. use.) 

1. Of or pertaining to the sound of bells or the 
jingle of rime. 

Ding-dong theory , in Science of Lang., a humorous name 
for the theory which refers the primitive elements of lan- 
guage to phonetic expression naturally given to- a con- 
ception as it thrilled for the first time through the brain* 
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the utterance thus called forth being compared to the sound 
naturally emitted by a sonorous body when struck. 

1792 Southey Lett. (1856) I. 9 You complain of the bells 
at Fortslade, dingdong spot, 1820 — Devil’s Walk 39 In 
ding dong chime of sing-song rhyme, 1872 A. J. Ellis 
Presid. Addr. to Philol. Soc. 10 Take the three principal 
theories, irreverently termed Pooh-pooh ! Bow-wow l and 
Ding-dong 1 _ Ibid. 13 The Ding-dong theory has, so far as 
I know, received no other name; let us call it symp hone sis. 
1880 D. Asher tr. L. Geiger’s Hist. Hum. Race 28 It has 
in England been called the ding-dong theory. 

2. Characterized by a rapid succession or alterna- 
tion of blows or vigorous strokes ; vigorously main- 
tained, downright, desperate. Ding-dong race : a 
neck-and-neck race. 

1864 Daily Tel. 7 Dec., A ding-dong race ensued for the 
remainder of the distance. 1870 Daily Neu>s 7 Dec., Could 
they hold the place under such a ding-dong pelting ? 1879 
Pall Mall Budget 17 Oct. 22 To read the . . story of 
that ding-dong fighting. 1883 W. E, Norris 'No New 
Thing III. xxxv. 224 If it came to a regular ding-dong 
tussle between us. 1883 E. Pennell-Elmhirst Cream 
Leicesteirsh . 333 By help of example and ding-dong deter- 
mination. 

3. dial. * Great, startling, extraordinary,’ 

1887 S. Cheshire Gloss. s.v. } I’ve gotten a job . . the wages 
bin nothin’ very ding-dong. 

D. Comb. ding-dong-do*ggedly adv . {nonce- 
wdl), with vigorous and dogged repetition of effort. 

1870 Dickens Lett (1880) II. 439, I have been most per- 
severingly and ding-dong-doggedly at work. 

Di‘Hg~do*31gf, v. [Echoic : cf. prec. sb.] 

1. intr. To ring as a bell, or like a bell ; also fig. 
in reference to persistent or monotonous repetition. 

1659 Torriano, Tintillare, to jangle, to gingle, to ding- 
dong, or ring shrill and sharp, as some bells do. 1837 
Carlyle Fr. Rev. ir. iv. i, But hark . . the tocsin begins 
ding-dong-ing. <2x845 Barham Ingot. Leg., Knight # 
Lady, First dinner bell rang out its euphonious clang At 
five . . and the last Ding-donged, .at half-past. 1890 Daily 
News 2 Jan. 5/3 She rarely takes up a new song . . year by 
year she * ding-dongs at the same old ditties 1891 G. 
Meredith One of our Conq. ( 1892) 136 You could have 
hammer-nailed and ding-donged to your heart's content. 

2. trans. To assail with constant repetition of 
words, b. To repeat with mechanical regularity. 

1797 T. Park Sonnets 85 Honest Ned Whose jealous wife 
ding-dongs him. 1854 W. Waterworth Eng. <$- Rome 173 
Some men . . dare to ding dong in our ears the words. 

Binge (dind#), sb. Also 7 dindge. [See next.] 

A broadish dint or depression on a surlace caused, 
by a knock or blow ; a slight hollow or indentation. 

i6xx Cotgr., Bosselure , a bruise, dindge, or dint, in a 
peece of plate, or mettall. 2:844 Bamford Life of Radical 
42 His hat was napless, with . . dinges on the crown. x8 6 z 
Mrs. Riddell World in Church xvii. (1865) 189 In my keep- 
ing your pride shall not even get a dinge. 1884 Cheshire 
Gloss., Dinge , an indentation. 1894 Times 27 Oct. 8/1 The 
paint only is scratched, and there is not a dent or dinge 
anywhere else. 

Binge* vA Also 7 dindge. [app. a northern 
dialect word, of recent appearance in literature ; 
origin uncertain. 

Possibly representing an earlier *denge from ON. dgngja 
to hammer, bang, beat : see Ding ?>., and cf. singe from OE. 
sengan : — sangjan. But later onomatopoeic origin from 
dint seems also possible.] 

trans. To make a broadish hollow or depression 
in the surface of (anything), as by a knock ; to dint, 
bruise, batter. 

_ x6xx Cotgr., Bosseler, , to dindge, or bruise, to make a dint 
in vessell of mettall, or in a peece of plate, 1869 Lonsdale 
Gloss., Dinge, to dint, to bruise, to make a hollow. 1871 
Daily News 21 Sept., Its brass scabbard is dinged and bent 
in two or three places. 1888 Sheffield Gloss., Dinge , to 
indent, to bruise. (It rhymes with hinge.) 

Hence Dinged (dindgd) ppl. a. ; dinged work, 
repousse work in metal. 

1874 Knight Diet. Meclt., Dinged-work, work embossed 
by blows which depress one surface and raise the other. 
1883 Fitzpatrick Life T. N. Burke I. 239 A heavy long- 
tailed coat and a dinged high hat. 

Binge, vA dial, or rare colloq. [Belongs to 
Dingy a .] trans. To make dingy. 

1823 Lamb Elia Ser. n. Amicus Redw., A suit, originally 
of a sad brown, but which . . has been dinged into a true 
professional sable. 1883 Chamb. frnl. 525 ‘ My cabin is 
rather dinged ' was the apology of the oyster dredger as he 
ushered me into his yawl. 2891 Rutland Gloss., s.v., it 
dinges (or ? dingles) my hands sitting in the house. 

Dinged ppl. aJ : see Ding v. 1 6. 

Dinged (dind^d), ppl. aA : see Dinge vA 

Din gee. nonce-wd. [f. Dinghy : cf. Bargee.] 
One of the crew of a dinghy. 

1836 E. Howard R. Reefer xxxiv, I ordered the dingees 
to be piped away. 

t Dinger. Obs. ? = Ding sbA 

iS33 J- Kene in Weaver Wells Wills (1890) 40, Ij candel- 
styks of latyn, vj dyngers of pewter.. 

II Bingky, dingey (di-ggi). Also 9 dingy, 
dingee, dingfa.ee. [a. Hindi deiigl or dihgT small 
boat, wherry-boat, dim. of dehgd, donga, a larger 
boat, sloop, coasting vessel. The spelling with 
h in Eng. is to indicate the hard £.] 

1. Originally, a native rowing-boat in use upon 
Indian rivers ; of various sizes and shapes, resem- 
bling sometimes a canoe, sometimes a wherry. In 
the West of India applied to a small sailing-boat 
used on the coast. 
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0794 Rigging <§• Seamanship^ I. 24 2 Dingas are vessels 
used at Bombay,, and are navigated sometimes by rowing 
with paddles. They have one mast .. which rakes much 
forward.. Gn the mast is hoisted a sail .. resembling a 
settee-sail.] x8io T. Williamson E. hid. Vade Mecum 
II. 159 (Y.)On these larger pieces of water there are usually 
canoes, or diugies, 183a Mundv Pen $ Pencil Sk. Ind. II. 
148 A little dinghee, or Ganges wherry, 1835 Burnes 
Trav. Bokhara (ed, 2) I. 15 We were met by several 
‘dingies’ full of armed men. . 1843 Stocqueler Handbk. 
Brit. India (1854) 185 Wherries, or dinghees, manned by 
two rowers and a steersman, are to be found in numbers at 
all the wharfs. i 8 $t Great Ex hip. Offic, Cat, II. 909 The 
Din gee or Bum-boat of Bombay, is a small boat, from 12 to 
20 feet in length, .with a raking mast, and a yard the same 
length as the boat. Ibid. 910 Cutch Dingee. These vessels 
are from 30 to 50 feet in length . . some of them are decked 
wholly, others only abaft the mizen mast, and a small part 
forward. 1879 F. Pollok Sport Brit. Burmah I, 19 We 
set out on our hopeless task in a small dinghy. 

2 . Hence extended to small rowing-boats used 
elsewhere: spec. a. * a small extra boat in men-of- 
war and merchant ships’ (Smyth Sailed s JVord- 
bk.) ; also, the boat or * tender ’ of a yacht, steam- 
launch, or similar craft ; b. a small pleasure row- 
ing-boat; usually on the Thames, a small light 
skiff, clinker-built, for one, sometimes two, pair 
of sculls, and with or without outriggers. 

1836 Marry at Midsh. Easy xi, Jump up here and lower 
down the dingey. 1845 Darwin Voy. Nat. viii. (1879) 169 
Mr. Chaffers took the dingey and went up two or three 
miles further. 1873 Daily News 16 Aug., Credit must., 
be given to the scullers for even venturing out in their little 
dingies in such rough water. 1882 Nares Seamanship 
(ed. 6) 147 A dingy is.. useful for landing the men. 1884 
lllustr. Load. News 20 Sept. 268/3 They had but just time 
to get into the dinghy, a boat 13ft, long and 4 ft. wide 
... in which they drifted nearly a thousand miles across the 
Atlantic. 1885 Act 48-9 Viet. c. 76 § 29 The term ‘ vessel ’ 
shall include any . . boat, randan, wherry, skiff, dingey, 
shallop, punt, canoe, raft, or other craft. 

3 . Comb, dinghy-man. 

1878 D, Kemp Yacht ^ Boat Sailing (1880) 518 Dinghy- 
man. The man who has charge of the dinghy of a yacht, 
whose duty it is to go ashore on errands. 

Dingily (drndgili), advA [f. Dingy a. + -ly 2.] 
In a dingy manner; with a dirty or dull black 
appearance. 

1826 Lit. Souvenir 102 This wainscotting looks but 
dingily. 1830 Fraser’s Mag. I. 757 Trowsers, dimly and 
dingily seen through the separation of his swallow-tailed 
coat. 1837 Hawthorne Twice-told T. (1851) II. xv, 226 
Yonder dingily wh’te remnant of a huge snow-bank. 

f Dingily, adv . 2 Obs. nonce-wd. [? f. Ding v .] 
? Forcibly, as one that dings a thing down. 

a 1533 Philpot Exam. $ Writ, (Parker) 370 These . . do 
confute so dingily the sentence and saying of Floribell. 

Binginess (drnd^ines). [f. Dingy a. + -ness.] 
The quality or condition of being dingy ; disagree- 
able want of brightness or freshness of colouring. 

. 1818 in Todd, 1824 W. Irving T. Trav. I. 208 Something 
in. .the dinginess of my dress, .struck the clerks with rever- 
ence. 1867 Trollope Chron . Barset II. xlv. 10 A certain 
dinginess of appearance is respectable. 1888 Miss Braddon 
Fatal Three t. ii, There was not even a flower-box to redeem 
the dinginess of the outlook, 

Dingle (di-jpg’!), sb. [Of uncertain origin. A 
single example meaning 4 deep hollow, abyss * 
is known in 15th c. ; otherwise, the word ’ ap- 
pears to have been only in dialectal use till the 
17th c., when it began to appear in literature. In 
the same sense dimble is known from the 16th c. 
Dimble and dingle might be phonetic doublets : cf. 
cramble and crangle.} A deep dell or hollow ; now 
usually applied (app. after Milton) to one that is 
closely wooded or shaded with trees ; but, accord- 
ing to Ray and in mod. Yorkshire dialect, the name 
of a deep narrow cleft between hills. 

#1240 Sowles Wards in Cott. Horn. 263 His runes ant 
his domes pe derne beoS ant deopre )>en eni sea dingle 
[= abyss of the sea: cf. Ps, xxxv. 6 Vulg. Judicia tua 
abyssus multa]. 1630 Drayton Muses Elizhtm xx . 29 In 
Dingles deepe, and Mountains hore . . They cumbated the 
tusky Boare. 1634 Milton Comus 311, I know each lane, 
and every alley green, Dingle, or bushy dell of this wild 
wood. 1636 James Iter Lane. 337 Amongst y® Dingles and 
y« Apennines. 1674 Ray N. C. Words 14 Dingle, a small 
dough or valley between, two steep hills. *737 Dyer 
Fleece 1. 134 Dingles and dells, by lofty fir embow'r’d. 1796 
Southey Occas. Pieces v. Poems II. 226 Seek some seques- 
tered dingle's coolest shade, 1810 Scott Lady of L. m. i. 
12 Both field and forest, dingle, cliff, and dell, And solitary 
heath, the signal knew. 1876 Whitby Gloss., Dingle, a 
cleft or narrow valley between two hills. 

Hence Di ngly a., abounding in dingles, of the 
nature of a dingle. 

1841 Hodgson Hist. Northmbld. it. III. 393/2 Stone- 
croft burn.. joins the dingly channel of the brook. 1833 
Chamb. jfrnl. III. 260 Sweet dingly dells and bosky bowers. 

Dingle (di^g’l), v. [In sense 1 app. dim. of 
Ding v . 2 : cf. tingle, jingle. But in the other 
senses mixed up with dindle and tingle,} 

1 , intr. To ring as a bell, or glass; to tinkle, 
jingle. Hence Drngliug vbl. sb. 

1827 Praed Poems (1865) II. 220 Thus north and south, 
and east and west, The chimes of Hymen dingle. 1849 
Knife $ Fork 16 Amid the dingling of glasses. 

1 2 . intr. To ring or tingle, as the ears with sound. 

1573-80 Baret Alv. D 750 Dingle or dindle : mine eares 
ring, or dingle, tiniunt aures. 
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3 . intr. and trans. To tingle (withhold, a blow, 
etc,). 

1854 R. H. Patterson Ess, Hist, fy Art (1862) 18 If its 
particles happen to be set a-vibrating by a sharp dingling 
blow, 1877 N. W. Line, Gloss., Dingle, to tingle. ‘I’ve 
nettled mysen, an' my fingers dingles unberable.’ x8S6 S. W. 
Line. Gloss, s. v., My arm begins to dingle and feel queer. 

4 . intr. To vibrate with sound ; = Dindle v. 2. 

3833 Scott Wav. xliv, ‘Garring the very stane-and-Iime 

wa’s dingle wi’ his screeching.’ [So later edd. ; original 
ed,, 1814, had dinnle, the Scotch form of Dindle.] 

Dingle-bird, [f. Dingle ZI. ] The bell-bird 
of Australia, Myzantha melanophiys. 

3870 Wilson Austral. Songs 30 The bell-like chimings of 
the distant dingle-bird. 1883 Harpur Poems 78, I . . list 
the tinkling of the dingle-bird. 

Dingle-dangle (di-ggTjdarggT), adv., sb.\ 
and a. [redupl. f. Dangle. Cf. lcel. and Sw. 
dingla to dangle, Da. dingle to dangle, to bob.] 

A. , adv. In a dangling manner ; hanging loosely. 

1398 Florid, Spendolone, dingle-dangle, dangling do wne. 

16x1 Cotgr., T riballer . . to goe dingle dangle, wig wag. 
1783 Wauton Notes on Milton (T.), By dingle . . he un- 
derstands boughs hanging dingle-dangle over the edge of 
the dell. 

B. sb. A dangling or swinging to and fro; 
concr. a dangling appendage. 

1622 Mabbe tv. Aleman's Guzman D'Alf. rt. 240 With 
as many Bobs and other Dingle-Dangles hanging at every 
one of these, 1702 Vanbrugh False Friend u. i, He’ll be 
hanged : and then what becomes of thee ? . . Why, the honour 
to a dingle-dangle by him. 3835 Cart. Chamier Journ. 
France, etc. I. xi. 173 Rustic beauties, who. .adorned their 
hair with silver skewers and with dingle-dangles. 

C. adj. Hanging loosely and moving to and fro ; 
swinging, dangling. 

#1693 LTrquhart Rabelais in. u (Jam.) This dingle- 
dangle wagging of my tub. 3746 Brit. Mag. 294 This 
dingle dangle Figure of Gallantry that capers next. 

So Di’ngfle-da ngle v., to hang loosely dangling 
or swinging to and fro. 

1633 Sherwood, To dingle-dangle, triballcr. 1708 Wil- 
son, etc. tr. Petronius Arbiter 46 Purple Tassels and 
Fringes dingle dangle about it. 1869 Lonsdale Gloss., 
Dingle-dangle , to dangle loosely . . said of pendulous or 
swinging objects. 

Di’ngle-da’Hgle, sb . 2 rare— 1 , [f. Ding-dong: 
cf. Dingle v .] A dingling or ringing of metal. 

1708 Motteux Rabelais v. i. (1737) 2 This dingle dangle 
with Pans, Kettles, and Basons, the Corybantin Cymbals 
of Cybele. 

So Drngle-do-ngle v. [after Ding-dong]. 

1839 Capern Bal. Sf Songs 41 The dinner-bell, the dinner- 
bell, That dingle dongles through the dell. 

Dingne, obs. form of Digne a. t Dine v. 

I! Dingo (drrjgfl). [Native Australian name in 
an obs. dialect of N.S. Wales. 

The nearest name in Ridley Kamilaroi is jungho m the 
(now probably extinct) language of George’s River; in, the 
extinct Turuwul of Botany Bay, the name was jugung.] 

The wild, or semi-domesticated dog of Australia, 
Cam's dingo. 

1789 Tench Botany Bay 83 The only domestic animal they 
[the Aborigines] have is the dog, which in their language 
is called Dingo. 1790 J- Hunter App. White’s Voy. N. S. 
Wales Wks. 1837 IV, 493 A Dingo, or Dog of New South 
Wales. 1802 G. Barrington Hist. N. S. Wales xi. 430 
The Dog or Dingo barks in a way peculiar to itself. 1852 
MundY Our Antipodes vi. 153 The dingo, warragal, or 
native dog does not hunt in packs. x868 Carleton Austral. 
Nights 5 The fierce dingo's hideous eye. 1884 lllustr. 
Sydney News 26 Aug. 5/3 The. .sundowners, .are becoming 
as rare as the dingoes. 

t Dingthrift (drrjprift). Obs. [f. Ding v . 1 + 
Thrift.] A spendthrift, a prodigal. 

1567 Drant Horace ’ Sat. i. (R.), Wilte thou therefore, a 
drunkard be A ding thrift and a knaue? 1579 E. Hake 
Newes Powles Churchyards Eij b, That gallowes should 
such Dingthrifts recompence. 3624 Sanderson Serm. 
(1632) 494 The Ding-thrifts proverbe is, Lightly come, 
lightly goe. x68i W. Robertson Phraseol. Gen. (1693) 1160 
The spendthrift or dingthrift had spent that money also, 

attrib. 1397-8 Bp. Hall Sat. iv. v. 59 The ding-thrift 
heire, his shift-got summe mispent. 

2 . The name of an obsolete game. 

> 1312 in Mem. Ripon II. 72 Will. Pistor de Rypon . . fuit 
inventor, .cujusdam ludi pestiferi et a jure reprobati, quiin 
vulgari dicitur Dyngethryftes. [1887 A cademy 3 Sept. 147/3 . 1 

Hence Di’ngthriffcy a . , prodigal, wasteful. 

1635 R. Younge Agst. Drunkards 3 What may the many 
millions of these ding-thrifty dearth-makers consume. 

Bingy (di-ndgi), a. [A recent word of obscure 
origin : not recognized by Dr. Johnson. Richard- 
son (1837) says 1 Dingy and dinginess are common 
in speech, but not in writing’, and gives only quot. 
1790 (sense 2). If Pegge’s and Ellis’s word be 
the same (which from the ambiguity of the spell- 
ing ng is uncertain) it would appear to be a 
south-eastern dialect word which has slowly made 
its way into literary use. 

It has been, conjectured to be a deriv. of dung , which is 
favoured by the explanation of sense 1, given by Pegge, and 
in other dialect glossaries; but the pronunciation should 
then have been (dirji). Also the early quots. for sense 2 
appear to refer solely to colour l\ 

1 . dial. Dirty. 

1736 Pegge Kenticisms, Dingy, dirty. 3749 W. Ellis 
Shepherds Guide 351 What we, in Hertfordshire, call tag- 
ging a sheep . . is cutting . . away, with a pair of shears, the 
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dingy wool from the hinder parts. 1888 Berksh . Gloss., 
Dingey ( c g' soft), coated with dirt. 

2 . Of a (disagreeably) dark and dull colour or 
appearance ; formerly applied to a naturally 
blackish or dusky brown colour; but now usually 
implying a dirty colour or aspect due to smoke, 
grime, dust, weathering, or to deficiency of day- 
light and freshness of hue; and so of depreciatory 
connotation. 

1751 R. Lloyd Progress 0/ Error xxiii, Black was her 
[Envy’s] chariot, drawn by dragons dire .. And land their 
dingy car on Caledonian plain. 1733 Sir J. Hill Hist. 
Anim. 36 (Jod.) The smoaky and dingy black are easily 
distinguishable in it. 1790 G. Ellis tr. A the/stan’s Ode 
Victory 27 in Spec. Eng. Poetry (T.), On the dingy sea 
[mistransl. of OE. on dinges {dynges, dyniges, dinnes) mere] 
Over deep waters, Dublin they seek. 1794 Sullivan View 
Nat. II. 374 The dingy vault, in whose profundity we were 
lost. 1796 Hull Advertiser 27 Feb. 2/3 The dingy mother 
[an African woman] rov’d With eager step, and sought her 
child. 1826 Disraeli Viv. Grey in. vii, Its plumage of a 
dingy, yellowish white. 1837-9 Ha i. lam Hist. Lit. L Hi. j, 
§ 60. 180 Herds of buffaloes, whose dingy hide contrasted 
with thegreyish hue of the Tuscan oxen. 1854 Hawthorne 
Eng. Note-bks. (1879) 1 . 358 A dim, dingy morning. 1855 
Macaulay Hist. Eng. IV. 603 Wretchedly printed on scraps 
of dingy paper such as would not now be thought good 
enough for street ballads. 1866 G. Macdonald Ann. Q, 
Neighb. xiii. (1878) 268 A great faded room, in which the 
prevailing colour was a dingy gold-_ 1877 Black Green Past, 
xxxv. (1878) 280 His clothes getting dingier . . summer by 
summer. 1884 Manch. Exam. 13 May 5/2 More disagree- 
able than the dingy weather and unlovely streets without. 

b. fig. Shabby, shady in reputation. 

1855 Thackeray Newcomesl I. 319 Doing me the honour 
to introduce me by name to several dingy acquaintances. 
1881 H. James Portr. Lady xxi, I know plenty of dingy 
people ; I don’t want to know any more. 

3 . Comb., as dingy-looking adj. ; frequently quali- 
fying colours, as dingy white , yellow, etc. 

1774 Strange in Phil. Trans. LXV. 40 Angular lapilli 
. . of a dingy-whitish colour. 1838 T. Beale Nat. Hist. 
Sperm Whale (T839) 377 A crowd of dingy-looking natives. 
1875 W. McIlwraith Guide Wigtownshire 45 The church 
is a dingy-looking edifice. 

Dingy, var. of Dinghy. 

Mule (di’nik), a. and sb. rare — [f. Gr. 5 h/-o? 

a whirling + -10.] 

A. adj . Relating to dizziness or vertigo, B. sb. 
A medicine used to cure dizziness. Also Di’nicaX 
a., in same sense. 

[1706 Phillips (ed. Kersey), Dmica, Medicines against 
Dizziness.] 1723 Bailey, Dviicks, Medicines against the 
Vertigo or Dizziness in the Head. 1834-67 C. A. Harris 
Diet. Med. Terminal., Dinical, medicines which relieve 
vertigo. 1883 Syd. Soc. Lex., Dink, of, or belonging to, 
giddiness. Also, applied to medicines that remove giddiness. 

Dining (dai’niq \ vbl . sb, [f. Dine v. + -ing h] 

1 . The action of the verb Dine ; a dinner. 

? a 1400 Arthur 142 pere was Vrweyn J>e kynge Of scottes 
at pat dynynge. 1646 Craskaw Poems 212 Whole days and 
suns devoured with endless dining, c 1815 Jane Austen 
Persuas. (1833) I. viii. 268 This was but the beginning of 
other dinings and other meetings. 3837 Carlyle Fr. Rev. 
m. m. iii. (1857) II. 227 Dinings with the Girondins. 

attrib. 1806 Syd. Smith Elem. Sk. Mor. Philos. (1850) 
332 Dining and supping virtues. 1831 Carlyle Sari. Res. 

I. xi, Dining repartees and other ephemeral trivialities. 

b. Dining-out : dining out of one’s own house. 

x86i Wilson & Geikie Mem. E. Forbes iii. 83 Occasional 
dinings out and tea-drinkings are recorded. 1877 Tyndall 
in Daily News 2 Oct. 2/4 Faraday .. formally renounced 
dining out. 

2 . Comb . with sense ‘ used for dining V as dining- 
cap, -hall, - parlour , - place ; f dining-bed, the 
couch on which the Romans reclined at table 
(obs.) ; dining-car, -carriage, -coach, a railway 
carriage fitted up for dining on the jonrney ; 
dining-chamber = Dining-room ; dining-table, 
a table for dining at ; spec, a rectangular table 
with legs at the four corners, and capable of en- 
largement by the insertion of leaves. 

1581 Savile Tacitus’ Hist. x. lxxxii. (1591) 46 Otho stand- 
ing vpon his ^dining bed . . at last . . refrained their rage. 
1399 Nashe Lenten Stujfe (1871) 94 An infant squib of the 
inns of court, that hath not half greased his *dimng-cap, or 
scarce warmed his lawyer’s cushion. 1839 Meek, Mag. 
5 Jan. 240 (from Baltimore A mericau) All that is. wanting 
now is a *dining car. Mod. Advt., First and Third Class 
*Dining Carriages between London and Glasgow, 1597 
Shaks. 2 Hen. I V, 11. i. 153 To pawne both my Plate, and 
the Tapis try of my *dyning Chambers, a 1625 Fletcher 
N ice Valour n . i, What a great space there is Betwixt Love's 
dining-chamber, and his garret 1 1890 Times (weekly ed.) 
1 Mar. 1/3 A *dining coach and two passenger coaches were 
.. forced through the structure. 1761 Mrs. Fr. Sheridan 
S. Bidulph II. 317 She asked . . why I had not been shewn 
into the *dining-parlour. 1826 Miss Mitford Village Ser. 

II. (1863) 348 The dining parlour . . might pass for his only 
sitting room, 1790-1810 Wm. Combe Devil on 2 Sticks in 
Eng. (1817) VI. 258 A *diniog party in high life. *594 
Wills ^ Inv. N. C. (Surtees r86o) 244 [In] the Haull, Towe 
*dynitige tables. 1875 W. S. Hayward Love agst. World 2 
He took the seat at the foot of the dining-table. 1892 Daily 
News 19 Mar. 7/4 A man used to make anything, but now 
he is asked whether he is a dining-table maker, a sideboard- 
maker, and so on. 

Dining-room (doi-nirpmm). The room in a 
private house or public establishment in which 
dinner and other principal meals are taken, and 
which is furnished for this purpose. 
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1601 Holland Pliny II. 481 The fashion came vp at Rome, 
that our dames had their beds couered all ouer with siluer, 
yea, and some dining rooms with tables laid with the same. 
1661 Cowley Prop. Adv. Exp. Philos., College, A large and 
pleasant Dining-Room within the Hall for the Professors to 
eat in. 1681 T. Jordan London's Joy in Heath Grocers' 
Comp . (1869) 547 London’s the Dining Room of Christendom. 
1708 in Swift's Wks . (1755) II. 1. 163 She .. shows him into 
the dining-room. 1836 Lever Martins of Cro ’ M. 129 The 
dark-wainscoted, dining-room, with its noble fireplace of 
gigantic dimensions. 

f Binmg-time. The time at which people 
dine, dinner-time ; the time occupied with dinner. 

1x450 Lonelich Grail x ii. 391 In the ost it was dyneng 
tyme, Fore it was ny noon, and passed j>® pryme. 1633 
Ford 'Tis Pity v. v 2 Now there’s but a dining-time ’Twixt 
us and our confusion. 1679 Shad well True Widow 1. 
Wks. 1720 III. 122 Let’s take the air, and while away a 
dining-time. 

Binite (dornoit). Min. [Named 1852 after 
Prof. Dini.] A yellowish fossil resin found in the 
lignite of Lunigiana in Tuscany. 

1854 Dana Min. 475 Deposits large crystals of the dinite. 
1863-72 Watts Diet. Chem. II. 334. 

Biuitro- (doinorta?-). Chem . (Before a vowel 
dinitr-). [f. Di 2 + Nitro-.] 

1 . Having two equivalents of the radical NQ 2 
taking the place of two atoms of hydrogen, as 
dinitrobemene C 6 H 4 (N0 2 )2j dinit ropkenol CgH* 
(N 0 2 ) 2 0 . 

1869 Roscoe Elem. Chem. 409 We also know a solid sub- 
stance called di-nitro-benzol. 1873 F clones' Chem. (ed. 11) 
760 Dinitrobenzepe is produced by warming benzene with 
a mixture of nitric and sulphuric acids. 1892 Pall Mall G . 
X7 Oct. 7/2 Aniline colours which, are positively poisonous 
. .are picric acid and its salts, .dinitro-cresol, and aurantia. 

2 . Dinitro-eellulose, a substance C 6 H fl (N 0 2 ) 2 
0 5 , analogous to gun-cotton ( trinitro-cellulose ), 
produced by the action of a mixture of nitric and 
sulphuric acids on cotton, whereby two of the 
hydrogen atoms in the cellulose C 6 H X0 O 5 are 
replaced by N 0 2 . Also called soluble pyroxylin : 
its solution in ether and alcohol forms Collodion. 

r ink (diqk'b a. Sc. and north, dial. [Origin 
unknown.] Finely dressed, decked out ; trim. 

1308 Dunbar Tun Mariit Went. 377 Him that dressit me 
so dink. ? a 1550 Freiris of Berzvik 55 {Dunbar's Poems 
(1893) 287) Ane fair blyth wyf he had, of ony ane, Bot 
scho wes sumthing dynk and dengerous. 1724 Ramsay 
Tea-t. Misc . (1733) II. 200 As dink as a lady, a 1795 
Burns ‘ My Lady's Gown My lady’s dink, my lady’s drest, 
The flower and fancy o’ the west. 1821 Scott Kenilw. xxv, 
The mechanic, in. his leather apron, elbowed the dink and 
dainty dame, his city mistress. 1891 F. O. M orris in Morn. 
Post 25 July 3/6 The pied wagtail, running about so nimbly, 
dink and dainty, over the lawn. 

Hence DLnkly adv. 

1788 R. Galloway Poems 1 63 (J am.) They stand sae dinkly, 
rank and file. 1871 P. H. Waddell Psalm cxix. 32. 

Dink, v. Sc. [f. Dink a.] trans. To dress 
finely, to deck. 

x8xx A. Scott Poems 132 (Jam.) In braw leather boots. . 

I dink me. 1820 Scott Abbot xx, I am now too old to dink 
myself as a gallant to grace the bower of dames. 
Binmomt (drnmsnt). Sc. and north, dial. 
Forms : 5 dymmond, 6 dilmond, dynmonthe, 

9 dinman, dimnent, dimmenfc, dinmond, 
dynmont, 6- dinmont. [Etymology obscure: 
the second syllable looks like * month’ as in 
towmont twelvemonth, but the first is unexplained.] 
The name given in Scotland, and the Border coun- 
ties of England, to a wether between the first and 
second shearing. 

1424 Sc. Acts Jas, 7 (1814) 4 (Jam.) Item, Gymrner, Dyn- 
mont, or Gaitis, ilk ane to xiid. 1494 Act. Dorn. Cone. 353 
(Jam.) Vij* x of gymmeris and dymmondis. 1542 Wills fy 
Imp. N. C. (Surtees 1835) 119 , 1 yeue vnto saynt cuthb’ty 
guild a dynmonthe or ellis the price. 1549 Compl. Scot. vi. 
66 The laif of ther fat flokkis follouit . . gylmyrs and dil- 
mondis. 1584 Vestry Bks. (Surtees) 18 Item at Shaudforthe 
a weather, a yowe, a dinmont, and ij lams. 1791-2 Statist. 
Acc.Bemv. III. 155 (Jam.) When they are 18 months old, 
after the first fleece is taken off. .they are called dimmotts. 
18x4 Scott Wav. xi, Killancureit talked . . of top-dressing 
and bottom-dressing, and year-olds, and gimmers, and din- 
monts. 1892 Northmubld. Gloss. 236 A lamb is called a 
hog in autumn, and after the first shearing of the new year, 
a dinmont if it be a male sheep, and a gimmer if an ewe. 
Dinna, Sc. for do not : see Do v. 

Binnage, obs. f. Dunnage, material used for 
packing on shipboard. 

Binned (dind), ppl. a. rare. [f. Din v. + -ed b] 
Assailed or disturbed with din : see Din v. 

1820 Keats Hyperion n. 128 When other harmonies .. 
Leave the dinn’d air vibrating silverly. 

Dinnel^l, Sc, form of Dindle v. 

Dinner (di-noj), sb. Forms: 3-6 diner, 
dyner, 4-5 dinere, dener, 4-7 dynere, 5 dyn- 
nere, dyneer, 6 denere, dynar, dynnor, dynner 
{Sc. dennar, denner), 6- dinner. [ME. diner , 
a. F. diner (nth c. in Hatz.-Darm.), subst. use of 
pres. inf. diner to Dine.] 

1 . The chief meal of the day, eaten originally, 
and still by the majority of people, about the 
middle of the day (cf. Ger. Mittagsessen but now, 
by the professional and fashionable classes, usually 
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in the evening ; particularly, a formally arranged 
meal of various courses ; a repast given publicly 
in honour of some one, or to celebrate some event. 

X297 R. Glouc. (1724) 558 pulke to diners deluol were, alas ! 
a 1300 Cursor M. 3508 His fader. . Oft he fed wit gode dinere. 
1393 Langl. P. PI. C. v. 38 Thei wolde don for a dyner . . More 
pan for oure lordes loue. 2432-50 tr. Higden (Rolls) V. 459 
Syttenge with Oswaldus the Kynge at dyner [=#« mensa J 
a 1450 Knt. de la Tour (1868) 26 Whos wiff that obeiethe 
worst, lete her husbonde paie for the dener. 1553 Ascham 
in Lett. Lit. Men (Camden) 14 Dynnor and supper he had 
me comonlie with him. 1557 W. Towrson in Hakluyt 
Voy. (1589) 116, I had the Captaine of the towne to dinner. 
2563 WinJet Four Scoir Thre Quest, xviii. Wks. 1888 I. 84 
Quhy mak 3our communioun afoir dennar, sen our 
Saluiour institutet His haly sacrament efter suppare? 2582 
J. Bell H addon's A nsiv. Osor. 458 As he sate m the house 
of Simon at Dyner. 1606 Bryskett Civ. Life 97 After dinner 
a man should sit a while, and after supper walk a mile. 1620 
Venner Via Rectaviii. 173 Our vsuall time for dinner . . is 
about eleuen of the clocke. 2712 Hearne Collect. (Oxf. 
Hist. Soc.) III. 372 At eleven Clock this Day, I being then 
at Dinner in Edmund Hall Buttery. 27x8 Lady M. W. 
Montagp Let. to C'tess. Mar xo Mar., She gave me a dinner 
of fifty dishes of meat. 1856 Emerson Eng. Traits , Wks. 
(Bohn J II. 50 In an aristocratical country like England, not 
the Trial by Jury, but the dinner, is the capital institution. 

+ b. To seek his dinner with duke Humphrey : 

see Dine- v. 1 b. 

2 . attrib. and Comb., as dinner-bag , -book, - chib , 

- company , - course , -doctrine, - dress , '■furniture, 
-giver, -gown, -meal, - napkin , -plate, -room, -tea ; 
dinner- giving, -like adjs. ; dinner-hour, the hour 
at which dinner is taken, the hour or time occupied 
by dinner ; dinner-pair, the pairing of two mem- 
bers of parliament of opposite parties during the 
dinner-hour : see Pair ; dinner-party, a party of 
guests invited to dinner ; the social gathering 
which they compose ; dinner-set, a set of plates 
and other ware of the same pattern for the dinner- 
table; dinner-table, the table at which dinner 
is eaten, and round which a party of guests sit ; 
dinner-wagon, a tray with shelves beneath, sup- 
ported by four legs, usually on castors, so as to be 
easily moved, for the service of a dining-room. 

2885 T. H ardy Mayor Casterbr.i, His hoe on his shoulder, 
and his *dinner-bag suspended from it. 1854 W. Water- 
worth Orig. Anglicanism 134 This contradiction of belief 
and practice, of prayer-book and *dinner-book, has long been 
censured. 1836-48 B. D. Walsh A ristopk., Achamians n. 
vi, Involved by *dinner-clubs and debts, c 1430 Lydg. in 
Turner Dom. Archil. III. 81 The *dynere coursis eke at 
euery feste. ^ 1649 Milton Eikon. xix. Wks. (1847)320/1 Far 
holier and wiser men than parasitic preachers ; who, without 
their *dtnner«doctrine, know that neither king, law, civil 
oaths, or religion, was ever established without the parlia- 
ment. 1865 Dickens Mid. Fr. 1. ii, An innocent piece 
of *dinner-fumiture that went upon easy castors. 1864 
Burton Scot Abr. I. iii, 209 The one keeps a ^dinner- 
giving house, the other does not. 2891 Truth xo Dec. 
1240/2 Ecstasies of admiration over a superb "^dinner-gown. 
x8oo Spirit Pub. Journals (1801) IV. 160 You step to a 
friend’s house on business, near his *dinner-hour, 1 1892 
Pall Mall G. 5 Apr. 3/2 That period of the evening— 
from seven to ten — which in parliamentary phrase is called 
the ‘dinner hour\ 2861 Dickens Gt. Expect, xxii, A 
*d inner-napkin will not go into a tumbler. _ 1894 Westm. 
Gaz. 24 Apr. 2/3 He frequently secures a *dinner-pair, and 
manages to get away from the House, .at 6.30. __ 2815 Jane 
Austen Emma xvi, Out of humour at not being able to 
come, .for forty-eight hours without falling in with a*dinner- 
party. 1823 in Cobbett Rur. Bides (1885) I. 344 The de- 
canters, the glasses, * the *dinner-set ’ of crockery-ware. 1813 
Examiner xo May 299/2 A. .greater number of persons than 
assemble at a ^dinner or a tea-table. 1852 Mrs. Carlyle 
Lett. II. 162,1 am to have a *dinner-tea with them next 
Wednesday. 2895 Catal. , ^Dinner wagons, three-shelf, 
plain turned pillars, on castors, mahogany, oak or walnut. 

Dinner (di-noi), v. [f. Dinner sb.] 

1 . intr. To dine, have dinner: also dinner it. 

2748 [see Dinnering below]. 1786 Burns Lines on Intern. 

w. Ld. Daer'i, I dinner’d wi* a Lord. 28x8 Moore Fudge 
Fam. Paris viii. 20 Where in temples antique you may 
breakfast or dinner it. 

2 . trans. To entertain at dinner ; to provide 
dinner for. 

2822 Blackw. Mag. XI. 481 Hogg would have been din- 
nered to his death . 2826 Examiner 337/x Before that worthy 

E overnor . . left the Cape, he was. twice dinnered. 2859 
Ihadwick De Foe vi. 310 Harley dinnered himself into the 
Speaker’s chair. . 2885 Grace Stebbing Aggravating Sch.. 
girl xxxiv, I’ll dinner them and I’ll supper them, but if they 
want rooms . , they may go elsewhere. 

H ence Di ’nnering vbl. sb. 

1748 Richardson Clarissa Wks. 1883 V. 218 To think bow 
I had drawn myself in by my summer-house dinnering. 2837 
Q . Rev. 142 Few people are there so bored, as at the grand 
dinnerings of the London season. . 1867 Carlyle Rpnin. 
II. X43 Liverpool, with its dinnerings . . was not his ele- 
ment. 

Bi*nner - 'bell. The bell rung to announce 
I dinner; usually, the ordinary bell of the house, 
hotel, ship, etc., rung at a fixed time ; also, a par- 
ticular bell used for this purpose. 

1682 0 . N. Boileau's Lutrin iv. 206 For all Agree, no 
Knell Could more concern them than the Dinner-bell ! 
2782 Phil. Trans. LXXII. 376 Close to the chimney . . a 
dinner-bell hung in a common frame. ^2859 L. Hunt 
Robin Hood iv. v, The horn was then their dinner-bell. 
2879 F. W. Robinson Cmvard Consc. 1. viii, The dinner-bell 
rang for the first time. 1887 Spectator 26 Feb. 287/2 The 
dinner-bell would begin to ring at half-past 5. 


DIHOSAIJB. 

Binnere*tte. [see -ette.] a little dinner ; 
a dinner on a small scale, or for a small party. 

2872 M. Collins Pr. Clarice II. v. 74 He has a luxurious 
bachelor’s first floor in Piccadilly . . where he sometimes 
gives excellent dinnerettes. 

Di'zmerless, a. [-LESS.] Without dinner; 
fasting. 

<21662 Fuller Worthies, London (1662) 198 To Dine with 
Duke Humphrey importing to be dinnerlesse. 1708 Brit. 
A folio No. 29. 3/1 Such as walk’d Dinnerless the Streets. 
c 1820 S. Rogers Italy (1839) 201 Screwing a smile into his 
dinnerless face. 2859 Tennyson Idylls , Enid 1083, I left 
your mowers dinnerless. 

Binnerly (di-naili), a. and adv. [f. Dinner 
sb. + -ly.] A. adj. Of or pertaining to dinner. 
B. adv. In a manner appropriate to dinner. 

1614 Copley Wits, Fits , etc. (N.), A merry recorder of 
London . . met . . in the street, going to dinner to the lord 
maior . . The dinnerly. officer was so hasty on his way that 
he refused to heare him. 283,6-48 B. D. Walsh Aristoph ., 
Achamians iv. iv, Did’st hear .. How cookishly, how 
dinnerly He manages his duties ? 

Bi •nner-time. The usual time of dining ; the 
time occupied by, or allowed for, dinner. 

2371 in Britton Cathedrals, York (18x9) 80 Swa y t yai 
sail noghte dwell fra yair werk in y« forsayde loge na tyme 
of y e yer in dyner tyme. 1596 Shaks. Merck. V. 1. i. 105 
We will leaue you then till dinner time. <2 2627 Middle- 
ton, etc., Changeling (N.), Dinner time? thou meanst 
twelve o’ clock. 1720 Tatler No. 258 P 2 We were disturbed 
all Dinner-Time by the Noise of the Children. ^ 2869 Trol- 
lope He knew , etc. vi. (1878) 28 Before dinner-time a recon- 
ciliation had been effected. 

Dinnerward, toward dinner : see -ward. 
Binnery (dimoii), a. [f. Dinner sb. + -y L] 
Characterized by dinner or dinners. 

a 1865 Mrs. Gaskell Curious if True in Gray Woman , 
etc. (1865) 83, I .. disliked the dmnery atmosphere of the 
salle a manger. 2889 Lowell Lett. (1894) II. 363 Phila- 
delphia was very dinnery, of course, with lunches and 
Wister parties thrown in. 

Dinniek, local var. of Dunnock, hedge-sparrow. 
Binning* (drnig), vbl. sb. [f. Din v. + -ing- L] 
The action of the verb Din ; the making of a din 
or noise of any kind ; f wailing, etc. 

23. . Cursor M. 18630 (Gott.) Was adam bidan in his bale, 
Thoru dome into b at dinning dale. 2375 Barbour Bruce 
xin. 153 Gret dynnyng ther wes of dyntis As wapnys apon 
armor styntis. cxqaoDestr. Troy 9618 With dynnyng Sc 
dole for dethe of hor lord <.-1489 Caxton Blanchardyn 
xliii, 162 The stour dynnyng and noyse that their horses 
made. 1683 E. Hooker Pref. Ep. Pordage's Mystic Div. 
25 What shal wee sai then, or think of . . Scurrilities, Huff* 
ings and Dinnings? 2824 Cary Dante , Paradise xiv. iii 
T ne chime Of minstrel music . . a pleasant dinning makes. 
1859 Smiles Self-Help vi, 150 After four years dinning of 
his project into the ears of the great. 

Brnning, ppl . Cl. [f. as prec. + -ING 2 .] Making 
a din, disturbing with din 01* noise. 

1823 L. Hunt in Examiner 1 Mar. 129/1 The noise of 
these dinning fetters. 2832 Tennyson Eleanore 231 With 
dinning sound my ears are rife, 

Dinnle, dinnTe, mod. Sc. ff. Dindle shf and v. 
T H Titt y (di*ni), a. [f. Din sb. -t- -y 1 ,] Resound^- 
ing with or filled with din. 

1768-74 Tucker Lt. Naif 1852) I. 461 Sometimes my ears 
are a little dinny. 

|| Binoceras (doin^-seraes). [mod.L. (Marsh, 
1872) f. Gr. 5 uv-os fearful, terrible + ft £ pas horn.] 
A genus of extinct ungulated quadrupeds {Dim- 
cerata ) of huge size, and having apparently three 
pairs of horns. Hence Bine-cerate £35,, related to 
the dinoceras, as a dinocerate animal, 

1872 Marsh A mer. Jrnl. Sc. $ A rt Ser. iii. IV. 344. 1877 
Le Conte Elem. Geol. (1879) 506 The brain of the Middle 
Eocene Dinoceras is only about one eighth the size of a 
living Rhinoceros of equal bulk. 2886 A. Winchell W alks 
Geol. Field 256 The dinoceras was like an elephant in size. 
It had short legs, and perhaps three pairs of horns, — one on 
the snout, one on the cheeks, and one on the forehead. 

Binomic (dsinp-mik), a. [f. Gr. 5 c-, (Di- 2 ) 
twice + vofi- 6 s district + -ic.] Belonging or re- 
stricted to two districts or divisions (of the globe). 

2863 Balfour Bot. §1151 A natural family, common to all 
the divisions [of the globe) is polynomic .. If restricted to 
two or more divisions, the groups are dinomic, trinomic, etc. 

|| Binorms (dsin^-mis). [mod.L. (Owen 1 843) 
f. Gr. bHv-os fearful, terrible + opvis bird.] A name 
given by Prof. Owen to a genus of recently extinct 
birds of great size, the remains of which have been 
discovered in New Zealand ; the moa of the Maori. 
Hence Dinorni-tilic, Bino rnitMne adjs., related 
to, or of the nature of, the dinomis. 

1843 Proc. Zool. Soc. 14 Feb. 19 A communication from 
Prof. Owen was read, proposing to substitute the name 
Dinomis for that of Megalornis, applied to the Great Bird 
of New Zealand in his paper read at the previous meeting 
. . Mr. G. Gray having previously used the term Megalornis 
for a genus of Birds. 2865 Baring-Gould Werewolves 
6 Like the dodo or the dinomis, the werewolf may have 
become extinct in our age. 1875 A. Newton in Encycl. 
Brit. III. 729/2 The fragmentary cranium of a large Bird, 
combining Dinornithic and Struthious characters. 2892 
A thenseum 24 Nov. 651/2 An extinct dinornithine bird from 
New Zealand. 

Dinosaur, deino- (darn&gi). Also in Lat. 
form dinosau'rus, deino-. [mod.L. dlnosaumis 
(Owen 1841), f. Gr. beiv-os fearful, terrible + cravp- 
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os- ( = cravpa) lizard.] A member of an extinct race 
of Mesozoic Saurian reptiles (group Dinosaima, 
typical genus Dinas aunts), some of which were of 
gigantic size ; the remains point to an organism 
resembling in some respects that of birds, in others 
that of mammals* 

1841 Owen in Rep. Brit. Assoc. 104 A remarkable^ ap- 
proach in the present gigantic Dinosaur to_ the crocodilian 
structure. 1873 Dawson Earth <§* Man vui. 202 We have 
thus brought before us the Dinosaurs — the terrible Saurians 
—of the Mesozoic age. 1885 C. A. Bucicmaster Brit. 
Aim. Comp. 193 The group of fossil reptiles known as 
Dinosaurs has long been remarkable for certain curious 
resemblances to birds which it presents. 

Dinosaxrriaii, a., sb. [f. as prec. + -ian.] 

A. adj. Of the nature of, or related to, a dino- 
saur ; belonging to the group Dinosaurm . 

1873 l see Dicynodontian]. 1880 Libr. Univ. Knowl. VII. 
216 The number of dinosaurian reptiles was very large. 
1881 G. Macdonald Mary Mansion II. iii. sz^The old- 
fashioned horror would inevitably raise its deinosaurian 
head afresh above the slime of his consciousness. 

B. sb. A member of the Dinosauria , a DINO- 

SAUR. 

1841 Owen in Rep. Brit. Assoc. 102 Dinosaurians. .A dis- 
tinct tribe or sub-order of Saurian Reptiles, for which I would 
propose the name of Dinosauria. 1859 Darwin Q rig. Spec, 
xi. (1878) 295 The Mastodon and the more ancient Dino- 
saurians having become extinct. 1881 Lubbock in Nature 
No. 618. 403 It seems to be now generally admitted that 
birds have come down to us through the Dinosaurians. 

Binothere, deino- (dai-mXjn^ [f. mod.L. 
dinothe-rium (1829, Kaup, in Oken’s Isis XXII. 
402), f. (Jr. Sem-ds fearful, terrible + Ojjpiov wild 
beast. Also used in the Lat. form.] A member of 
a genus of extinct proboscidean quadrupeds of great 
size, whose remains have been discovered in the 
miocene formations of Europe and Asia. 

18355 Kirby Hob. fy Inst. A mm. 11 . xxiv. 497 One of the 
most remarkable animals of this Sub-order . . on account of 
its enormous tusks, is named Deinotherium. 1847 Ansted 
Anc. World xv. 353 A pachydermatous species ... showing 
many curious points of resemblance to the Dinothere, 1880 
Dawkins Early Matt 143 The deinotheres and mastodons 
. . were either dragged in by the carnivores, or swept in 
by the flow of water. 

Hence Dinot he Tiara. a. 

1839-47 Todd Cycl. Anat. HI. 867/2 Those Mastodons., 
manifest the Dinotherian character. 

Dinoxide, erron. f. (after b Dioxide') for Dioxide. 

1854 J. Scoffern in Orfs Circ. Sc. Chem. 495 Black 
Oxide (Suboxide or Dinoxide) of Mercury. 

fDrnrie. Sc. Obs. [f. Din sb. + -by.] = Din. 

1563-7 Buchanan Refonn. St. Andros Wks. (1892) 15 
Disputing without dinrie or pertinacite in contention. 

Binsome (di *nsi/m) , a. Sc. [f. Din sb. + -some.] 
Full of din ; noisy. 

1724 Ramsay Tea-t. Misc. (1733) I. 66 O Katy wiltu gang 
wi’ me And leave this dinsome town awhile, a 1774 Fer- 
gusson King's Birthd. Poems (1845) 2 The hills . . would 
echo to thy dinsome rout. 1786 Burns Scotch Drink xi, Tilt 
block an’ studdie ring an’ reel Wi’ dinsome clamour. 1876 
Blackie Songs Relig. $ Life 112 The stir Of dinsome life. 

Bint (dint), sb. Forms : 1 dynt, 2-4 dunt 
( u ), 4-6 dynt(e, 6 dinte, 3- dint. [OE. 
dynt , cogn. with ON. dyntr , dyttr in same sense ; 
cf. Sw. dial. dunt. Not recorded in the other Teut. 
langs. See also Dent sbP and Dunt. Sense 3 is 
manifestly influenced by indent and its family.] 

+ 1 . A stroke or blow ; esp. one given with a 
weapon in fighting, etc. ; = Dent sb . 1 1. Obs. or 
blending with 3. 

C897 K. /Elfred Gregory’s Past. xlv. 338 Ac ondraeden 
him oone dynt swse neah, 3 a }>e noht to gode ne dofi. 4-950 
Lindisf. Gosp. John xviii. 22 An . . Sara Segna salde dynt 
miS honde uutearde Ssem hmlende. £1175 Lamb. Horn, 
153 J?e duntes bo 5 uuel to kepen. £1200 Orm. 4290 purrh 
Adamess gilltes dinnt Wass all mannkinn hurrhvvundedd. 
a 1225 Ancr. R . 60 Sweordes dunt is adunriht . . vor sweord 
. . sifS deaSes dunt. a 1300 Cursor M. 20990 Hefdid he 
was wit dint o suord. c 1330 Cast. Love 1x61 Such beo )>e 
duntes of batayle. £1475 Rauf Coil$ear 514, I sail dyntis 
deill, quhill ane of vs be deid. 1555 Abp. Parker Ps. lxxxix. 
Thou hast whole stynt hys Weapons dynt. 1697 Dryden 
Virg. Georg, m. 576 With dint of Sword, or pointed Spears. 
i79Y;'CowPER//i^:Xvn.: :67s '.'From the dint Shield me of 
dart and spear. 1837 Carlyle Fr. Rev. III. 1. i. (1848) ?6 
The dints and bruises of outward battle. 

b. The stroke of thunder ; = Dent sbl 1 b. 

£1374 Chaucer Troy Ins v. 1505 How Cappaneus ]xt proude 
with fonder dynt was slayn. c 1386 — Wife's Prol. 276 
With wilde thonder dynt and dry leuene M oote thy welked 
nekke be to-broke. 1600 Fairfax Tasso xi. xxxi. 201 Like 
thunders dint or lightnings new. 1808 Scott Marmion 1. 
xxiii, The Mduntj where Israel heard the law- Mid thunder- 
dint, and flashing levin. 

2 . The dealing of blows ; hence, force of attack, 
assault, or impact (lit. and Jig .) ; violence, force, 
attack, impression. Now rare exc. as in c. 

c 1330 R. Brunne Ckron, (1810) 70 If he wild it wynne 
with dynt, als duke bardie. 1513 Douglas Mneis n. x. 63 
The auld waiklie but force or dynt A dart did cast. 2530 
Lyndesay Test. Papyngo 355 Quho clymith moist heych 
moist dynt hes of the wedder. ^ 1579 Spenser SIteph. Cal. 
Nov. 104 Such pleasaunce now displast by dolors dint, 1601 
Shaks. fid. C. iii. ii. 198, I perceiue, you feele The dint 
of pitty. 1687 Dryden Hind $ P. in. 200 But dint of 
argument is out of place, 1748 J. Mason Elocut. 7 Me- 
chanical Minds . . affected with mere Dint of Sound and 
Noise. ' ■ 1770 Goldsm. Misc. Wks. (1837) III, .420 He. had 
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gone as far . . as the mere dint of parts and application 
could go. 2845 R. W. Hamilton Pop. Educ. vl 126 (ed. 2) 
Their soul gathered all dint and courage. 

•f b. phr. By dint of sword: by attack with 
weapons of war ; by force of arms. Obs. 

Ranging from the literal sense as in 1, to the vague use in C. 

a 1330 Roland V. ro Alle the londes that were in Spayne, 
With dint Of swerd wan Charlmain, c 3440 Gesta Rom . 
xvi i. 330 (Add. MS.) The sones . . goten mekelf good by 
dynte of swerd. 1577-87 Holinshed Chron. III. 1178/1 
With the dint of sword The hand of bondage brast. 1602 
Dekker Satiromastix Wks. 1873 I. 242 You have put all 
Poetrie to the dint of sword. 1663 Butler Hud. 1. 11. 248 
He .. by his Skill No less than Dint of Sword, cou’d kill. 
3728 Morgan Algiers II. iv. 262 Even now they [Turks] 
maintain what they have by mere Dint of Sabre. 

e. Hence By {the) dint of: by force of ; by means 
of (with implication of vigour or persistence in the 
application of the means). (The current idiom.) 

[1597 see Dent sb. 1 3.] 

3664 Buti.er Hud. H. in. 293 Cbace evil spirits away by- 
dint Of Cickle, Horse-shoe, Hollow-flint. 2685 Cotton tr. 
Montaigne (1 877) I. 36 Subdued by . . dint of valour. 3712 
Addison Sped. No. 41 1 p 7 Pleasures of the Fancy, .which 
are worked out by Dint of Thinking. 1764 Goldsm. Hist. 
Eng. (1772' II. 102 Tallard. .had risen by the dint of merit 
alone. 1771 Smollett Humph. Cl. (1815) 159. By dint of 
cross-examination, I found he was not at all satisfied. 1826 
Scott Jrnl. 25 Dec., By dint of abstinence .. I passed a 
better night. 1871 L. Stephen Playgr. Europe ii. (1894) 
65 Schiller endeavours to give the local colour . . by dint of 
inserting little bitsof guide-book information. 1878 Browning 
La Saisiaz 29 We . .Earned, by dint of failure, triumph. 

f d. Under, within (etc.) the dint of: exposed 
to, or within the reach or range of assault of. Cf. 
Dent sbd 2 b. Obs. 

1577-87 Holinshed Chron. II. 23/2 Sparing none that 
came under their dint. 1627-77 Feltham Resolves 11. Ivi. 
275 He that comes within the dint on’t [noysom breath] 
dies. 1640 A. Harsnet God’s Suinm, 383 We shall be out 
of the Dint of many a Tentation. a 1734 North Exam . 
1. iii. § 71 (1740) 175 Standing in the Dint of an Air, that 
was . . sure to blast him. 

3 . A mark or impression made by a blow or by 
pressure, in a hard or plastic surface ; an indenta- 
tion ; = Dent sbf 4. (Also fgi) 

1590 Spenser F.Q. i. i. 1 Ycladd in mightie armes and 
silver shielde, Wherein old dints of deepe woundes did 
remaine. 1632 Brinsley Lud. Lit. 47 The very little ones 
. . may make some secret markes . . with some little dint 
with their naile. 1657 Austen Fruit Trees u 46 Make the 
cut smooth and even . . without dints or ridges. 3700 
Dryden Fables , Pygmalion 32 Afraid His hands had made 
a dint. 1818 Byron Mazeppa 17 Nor dint of hoof, nor 
print of foot, Lay in the wild luxuriant soil. 1847 S. Wil- 
berforce in Life 4- Lett. I. 402 The single opportunity of 
making, .a dint in a character. 1856 Mrs. Browning A ur. 
Leigh 11. 927 Beside her bed Whose pillow had no dint. 
Bint (dint), V. [ME. dynt-, dunt-, dint-en , f. 
Dint sb. Not recorded in OE. ; cf. Icel. dynta to 
dent, Sw. dial, dunt a to strike, shake ; and see also 
Dent v. and Dunt.] 
fl. trans. To strike, beat, knock. Obs. 

01300 Cursor M. 4302 (Cott.) To bi dint of his mangonele. 
c 1300 Havelok 2448 He [//.]. .dunten him, so man doth here, 
Andkestehim onascabbed mere, a 3400 Leg. Rood{xZ-ji) 138 
Wi> sharpe nayles dunted and driue. 3596 Spenser 
vi. x. 31 His wounds worker, that with lovely dart Dinting 
his brest had bred his restlesse paine. <21649 Drumm. of 
Hawth. Poems Wks. (1711) 50/2 Ye, who with gawdy wings 
and bodies light Do dint the air. 
f b. intr. or absol. Ohs. 

c 1460 Towncley Myst. (Surtees) 234 In alle this warld .. 
Is none so doughty as I, the best, Doughtely dyntand on 
mule and on stede, 

1 2 . intr. To make a dint or impression in some- 
thing : = Dent v. 4. Obs. rare . 

1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. xvn. Ixxiv. (1495) 648 Yf the 
fynger dynteth in therto and finde it neshe. 3590 Spenser 
F. Q. 1. viii. 8 The ydte stroke. .So deepely dinted in the 
driven day, That three yardes deepe a furrow up did throw. 

3 . trans. To mark or impress with dints; to make 
a dint or dints in. 

3597 Bp. Hall Sat. 1. ix. Let your floor with horned 
satyrs hoofs Be dinted and defiled every morn. 1639 
Fuller Holy War iv. i. (1647) 167 This Emperour’s heart 
was. .furrowed, dinted, and hollowed at last. 1832 Byron 
Ch. Mar. 1. xlix. Wide scattered hoof-marks dint the 
wounded ground. 3851 Longf. Gold. Leg. hi. (Street in 
Strasburg), He dints With his impatient hoofs the flints, 
b. To impress or drive in with force. 

1631 T. Powell Tom All Trades 142 The scars which 
my unthriftines hath dinted upon their fortunes. 1826 J. 
Wilson Noct. Ambr. Wks. 1855 I. 232 i Diana dint the pint 
o’ your crutch into my instep, Mr. North/ 1855 Tennyson 
Maud 1, ii, A body was found. .Mangled, and flatten’d, and 
crush’d, and dinted into the ground. 

+ 4 . To take the sharp edge off; to reduce the 
acrimony of (corrosive liquids). Obs. 

1669 W, Simpson Hydro l. Chym. 27 Those corrosive fret- 
ting, pontick, and acid juyees . . are I say dinted, softned 
and sweetned. Ibid. 101 The waters of the spaw may . . 
help to dint the acrimony. 

Hence Dinted, Drnting///. adjs. 

15 66 Drant Horace ’ Sat. viii. E v b, When he with dynt- 
vng axe is hewed rounde aboute. 1579 Poor Knits P allace. 
No feare of dinting death. 1596 Spenser F. Q. (J.), They 
do impress Deep dinted furrows in the batter’d mails. 1697 
Dryden AEneid (J.), Deep dinted wrinkles on her cheeks 
she draws. 1808 Scott Marm. vi. xxviii, With dinted 
shield, and helmet beat, a x88x Rossetti Rose Mary iii. 
142 On either hand There hung a dinted helm and brand. , 


Biutless (di’ntles), a. [f. Dint sb. + -less.] 
Without a dint or dints. 

1 . Not producing a dint or impression. 

3558 Phaer AEneid u. E iij, On his targat side it hit, 
where dyntlesse down it hyng. 1647 Trapp Comm. 1 Thess. 
iii. 4 Darts fore-seen are dintlesse. 1847 Blackie in Blackiu. 
Mag. LX II. 238 Dintless the missile hail is pour’d. 

2 . That has, or receives, no dint. 

i860 Ruskin Mod. Paint. V. vr. x. § 24. 102 Veiling with 
hushed softness its dintless rocks. 

3. dial. See quot., and cf. Dint sb. 2. 

1878 Cumbld. Gloss., Dintless , lacking in energy. 

t Bimrmerate, v. Obs. iare-». [f.ppl. stem 
of L. dinumerare to count over one by one, reckon 
up, f. di-, dis - apart, separately + numerdre to 
number.] trans. To number one by one. 

1721 Bailey, Dinumerate, to Account or Number. 

t Dinix;merately v odv. Obs. rare. [f. *di- 
numerate, ad. L. dinumerat-us reckoned up, enu- 
merated (see prec.) + -ly 2 .] By separate enumera- 
tion; one by one. 

1668 H. More Div. Dial. 11. v, I had not dinumerately 
and articulately mustered up. .the particular Arguments, 

Bixmmera'tioil. [ad. L. dmumeration-em, 
n. of action from dnmmerdre : see Dinumerate.] 

1. * The act of numbering out one by one J (Ash). 

3626 Cockeram, Dinumeration, numbring or reckoning. 

1723 in Bailey. 1755 Johnson, Dinumeration , the act of 
numbering out singly. 

2. Rhet. Enumeration; = Aparithmesis. 

11 Binus (doi*n^s). Path. [mod.L., a. Gr. fifvos- 
whirling, vertigo.] Dizziness, giddiness, vertigo. 

1706 Phillips fed. Kersey), Dim/s . . a giddiness or swim- 
ming of the Head, a Disease otherwise call’d Vertigo. 1775 
in Ash. In mod. Diets. 

Biobely (dsiJu-beli). [ad. Gr. Sico&eXia an 
allowance of two obols, f. 5 i- twice + 6jSoA-dy obol.] 
An allowance of two obols to each citizen during 
the Athenian festivals. 

1849GROTE Greece 11. Ixii. V. (1862) 421 The disbursement of 
the Diobely . . on occasion of various religious festivals. 
1852 Ibid. 11. Ixxv. IX. 526 A portion of the money, .was em- 

S ed in the distribution of two oboli per head, called the 
ely, to all present citizens, 

Diobol (dai^u-fyri). Numism. [ad. Gr. ZiwfioX- 
ov, f. 8t- (Di- J£ ) twice + 60o\-o$ Obol.] A silver 
coin of ancient Greece equal to two obols. 

1887 B. V. Head Hist. Nuvtorum 36 The well-known 
type of the Tarentine diobol, Herakles strangling the lion, 
recurs on diobois of Arpi, Cselia, Rubi, and Teate. Ibid., 
The currency of Apulia . . consisted . . of silver diobois and 
didrachms 01 Tarentum. 

Dio’cesai, a. rare. [f. Diocese + -al.] Of 
or relating to a diocese. 

1880 Libr. Univ. Knozvl. IT. 281 His diocesal functions 
being afterwards extended over New Hampshire. 

Diocesan (daijirszsan), a. and sb. Also 5-6 
dyoeesaii(e, 6diocesam,dyocyserL, 7diocesane, 
dioecesan. [Formerly dyocysen, diaces ain , a. F. 
diocesain (15th c.), f. diocise, diocese : see -an i, 
and cf. med.L. dicecesanus (1311 in Du Cange); 
the regular L. f. dicecesis (Diocese) would be 
dicecesidnns : cf. OF. dyocesiien (1332 in Godef. 
SuppL), and see Diocesian.] 

A. adj. Of or pertaining to a diocese, 

1450-1530 Myrr. our Ladye 71 Wythout lycense of the 
bysshope dyocesan. 1637-50 Row Hist. Kirk (1842) 54 
That office of a diocesan Lord Bishop . . unprofitable and 
unlawful!. 3640 Bp. Hall Bpisc. Ep. Ded., Either the 
publike, or my own Dicecesan Occasions. 1712 Prideaux 
Direct. Ch.- Wardens (ed. 4) 104 Their Business . . was to 
attend Diocesan Synods. 1859 J ephson & Reeve Brittany 
279 The old diocesan town of Dol. 1894 A thenseum 5 May 
572/2 The first bishops of Ireland were not diocesan. Their 
authority seems to have been concurrent, and only limited 
by the ocean. 

B. sb. 1 . He who is in charge of an ecclesias- 
tical diocese ; the bishop of a diocese. 

£1440 Jacob's Well (E. E. T. S.) 61 Whanne a man , , is 
bodyn com horn to his dyocesan, or to his ordynarye, to 
takyn his penauns of hym. 1493 Festivall (W. de W. 1515) 
394 Also ye shall praye . . for the bysshop of .N. our dyo- 
cysen. 1552 £k. Com. Prayer Ordering Deacons, He may- 
be admitted by his Diocesan to the ordre of Priesthode. 
1689 in Somers Tracts II. 278 Whether they are more obliged 
to their Metropolitan than to their Diocesan. 1765 T, 
Hutchinson Hist, Mass. I. iv. 418 They would be no 
longer subject to any diocesan in England. 3881 W. R. W. 
Stephens S. Sax. Diocese, Langton belonged to that class 
of prelates who were statesmen rather than diocesans. 

2 . One of the clergy or people of a diocese. 

1502 Ord. Crysten Men (W. de W, 3506) iv. vii. 187 These 
bysshoppes, or theyr diocesains, these curates. 3532 More 
Confut. Tindale Wks. 398/2 As the, .godfather blesseth y ' 
chyld . . or the bishop his dyocesane. 1555 Watreman 
Fardle Facions 11. xii. 283 These [Bishopes] mighte not 
then gouerne their Clergie, and other their Diocesans, at 
their owne pleasure, 1728 Morgan Algiers II.. v. 317 
Titular Prelates, .very unlikely ever to visit their Diocesans 
in partibns Infidelium. 3821 Lamb Elia Ser. i. Valentine's 
day, Faithful lovers, .content to rank themselves humble 
diocesans of old Bishop Valentine. '.1839 .Lowell fett. 
(1894) I. 50 Latimer, .said, .that the devil was the faithful- 
lest of bishops. .His diocesans, too, are no whit less, zealous. 

Hence Bio'cesanist, an advocate of a diocesan 
system. 

1887 Chi Q. Rev. XXIII. 347 The desire of the Diodesaaaist 
leaders.. to introduce, .certain usages. 
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Diocese (doi*<?sus, -sis). Forms : a. 4-6 dio-, 
dyocise, -cyse, 5-6 -eis, (diecise, dyosys), 6 Sc. 
diosise. /3. 5-7 diocesse, 6-7 dioces, 6-9 dio- 
cess, (5 diosses, 6 dioses, dyoees, dyesses). 7. 

6- diocese (6 dicecese). 8. (Sc.) 5-6 dyoeye, -cie, 

6 diocye, dy-, diosie, dioesie, 6- diocie. e. 5-6 
dio-, dyocesy, -sie, 6 diocoesie. (ME. diocise, 
etc. a. OF. diocise ( diozcise, 1 3th e. in Hatz.-Darm. ), 
ad/med.L. diocesis , for L. dicecesis a governor’s 
jurisdiction, a district, in later eccl. L. a bishop’s 
jurisdiction, a diocese, a. Gr. Bioucrjais, orig. * house- 
keeping hence ‘ management, administration, 
government, the province of a (Roman) gover- 
nor’, and in Byz. Gr. £ a bishop’s jurisdiction, 
a diocese’, f . Uouci-ur to keep house, to manage, 
administer, govern, f. Sr-, Sra- through, thoroughly 
+ olrc£-eiv to inhabit, occupy, manage. Under 
Latin influence at the Renascence, the form became 
in Fr. and Eng. dioces ; whence, for phonetic 
reasons, in Fr. diocese, in Eng. diocesse , diocess. 
Diocess was the classical English type from the 
1 6th to the end of the 18th c. ; it was the only 
form recognized by Dr. Johnson and the other 
1 8th c. lexicographers, and was retained by some 
(notably by the Times newspaper) in the 19th e., 
in which, however, diocese (as in Fr.) has become 
the established spelling. In Scotch, diocis(e , lost 
the terminal s in the singular, and was reduced to 
diocie, diocy . The Gr.-L. word was also indepen- 
dently adapted as dio'cesy , -iex cf. paralysis , F. 
paralysie , palsy. (Cf. Pr. diocesa, diocezi, Sp. 
dio-cesis, Pg. diocese , It. dioresi , -cese.)] 
f X. Administration, dominion, rule. Sc. Obs. 

1596 Dalrymple tr. Leslie's Hist. Scot. x. 272 Barounis 
and Nobles of the Lenox, and diosie of Ramfrwe [ ditioue 
Ramfroa ]. Ibid. x. 317 Monie men of weir cum be. sey 
esilie. .and subjected the toune lychtlie to thair authorietie 
and diosie, na man resisteng. 

2. A district or division of a country under 
a governor; a province; esp. one of the provinces 
into which the Roman empire was divided after 
Diocletian and Constantine. Obs. exc. Hist. 

1494 Fabyan Chrm. vn, 518 The Kyng of Englande, to 
bane, .the cytie of Lymoges, y“ cytie of Caours, w fc all the 
dyocis of y« sayd cyties belongynge. 132 5 Ld. Berners 
Froiss. II. clxxxiv. [clxxx ] 556 To enioy styll peasably all 
that euer they were as then in possessyon of in Acquytayne, 
and nyr.e dyoees to be quite delyuered. i6ot Holland 
Pliny I. 98 The diocesse Arsinoetis, in the Lybian coast. 
1671 L. Addison IV. Rarbary ii. (T.), Wild boars are no 
rarity in this diocess, which the Moors hunt and kill, in 
a manly pastime. 1741 Middleton Cicero I. vi. 551 Cilicia 
. .this Province included also Pisidia, Pamphilia, and three 
Dioceses, as they were called, or Districts of Asia. 1781 
Gibbon DecL $ F. II. 36 The civil government of the empire 
was distributed into thirteen great dioceses, each of which 
equalled the iust measure of a powerful kingdom. 

3. Eccl. The sphere of jurisdiction of a bishop ; 
the district under the pastoral care of a bishop, j 
(The earlier and ordinary sense in English.) 

a. c 1330 R. Brunne Chron. Wace (Rolls) 5773 To a dyocise 
langed a cite, & ordened paroschens for to be. e 1380 
Wyclif Wks. (1880) 85 3 if prestis wolen seie here masse & 
techen J?e gospel in a bischopis diocise. c 1386 Chaucer 
Frol. 664 In daunger hadde he at his owene gise The 
yonge girles of the diocise, 2483 Cath . Angl. 300/2 A 
diocis, diocesis. <*1535 More Wlcs. 231 (R.) He walked 
about as an apostle of the Deuili ..Sc had in euery diocyse 
a dyuerse name. 1338 Starkey England 1. iv. 127 Wyth- 
out examynatyon or sentence gyuen in the Dyosys. 259 ® 
Dalrymple tr. Leslie's Hist. Scot. x. 449 Sum of. the 
Clergie. .war callit. .of the maist notable, Johone Leslie 
first estemet Juge of the diosise, primal als of the same. 

fi. 1494 Fabyan Chron. vi. ccvi. 218 In the diocesse of Mag- 
burgh. Ibid. vn. ccxxL 244 Y k the farther brynke of 
Humber shuld be the begynnynge of his diosses. 1348 
Latimer P laughers (Arb.) 30 TheDeuyl. .is the mostedyh- 
gent preacher of al other, he Is neuer out of his dioces. 
3534 Chron. Gr. Friars (Camden) 93 Alle the parieh 
churches of the dioses of London, a 1600. Hooker Eccl. 
Pol. vii. viii. § 3 The local compass of his authority we 
term a diocess. 1641 Milton Reform. 1. (1851) 32 For one 
Bishop now in a Dioces we should then have a Pope in 
every Parish. 1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. vi. i. 279 
Austin forbad that [/. e. the translation! of J erom to be used 
in his Diocesse. 3761 Hume Hist. Eng. II. xxvui. 133 Fox, 
bishop of Winchester, . withdrew himself wholly to the care 
of his diocess. 3782 Priestley Corrupt, Chr. I. iv. 384 
Serenus ordered . . that they should be. removed from., .his 
diocess. 1867 Times 26 Nov., (Leading. Art.) A bishop 
must needs have great influence m his diocess. 1868 R. 
Arthur Arnold in Times 8 Jan., There would, be no 
sufficient plea for the maintenance of a bishop m that 
diocess. : ^ ■ y ' 

y. 1328 More Dyalogue 1, Wks. 120/2 Any bishop . .within 
his diocese. 1346 Langlky Pol. Verg. De Itment. iv. vi. 
89 b, Parishes to Curates and Dioceses to Byshoppes. 3614 
Selden Titles Hon. 301 Vnder the Diocese of Chichester. 
3765-9 Blackstone Comm. (17^3) 477 An arch-deacon hath 
an ecclesiastical jurisdiction, immediately subordinate to 
the bishop, throughout the whole of his diocese, or in some 
■ particular' part of it. Z849 Macaulay Hist. Eng. ■ L 283 
Reports were laid before him from all the dioceses of the 
realm. 1836 Froude Hist. Eng. I. iv. 342 The bishops 
had settled . . that each diocese should make its own arrange- 
ments. " : ’ v ■. • 

8. c 1470 Henry Wallace 1. 172 Glaskow thai gaif . . To 
dyoeye in Duram to commend. 2535 Stewart Cron. Scot. 
III. 34 Of Bborak all in the dyocie. 3552 Am. Hamilton 


Catech. (1884) 3 Within our awin Diocye. 3396 Dalrymple 
tr. Leslie’s Hist Scot. x. 266 That tyme in the dioesie of 
S. Androis was done na kynde of diuine seruiee. 1637-50 
Row Hist. Kirk , Three Presbyteries . . to make up a Pro- 
vinciall Synode and a Diocie, and everie Provincial! Synod 
shall appoynt the place of the nixt Synod within that same 
Diocie. Sc. Prov. Ramsay Remin. (1870) v. 146 The deil’s 
a busy bishop in his ain diocie. 

e. ^3425 Wyntoun £>/»«. vn.ix. S42 In all |>e kyrkxs halyly 
Of Abbyrdenys Dyocesy. 1362 Wvs^kt Last Blast Trompet 
Wks. 1888 1 . 43 In euery diocesie and parochin. 1380 Wills 
Sc Inv. N. C. (Surtees 38 35) 42S Wythin the diocoesie of 
Durham. 

b. transf. and fig. 

1 6x6 S. Ward Coale fr. Altar (1627) 14 True zeale loues 
to keepe home, studieth to bee quiet, in other mens Dioces. 
<2x633 Donne Poems (1650) 99 Haile Bishop Valentine, 
whose day this is, All the. Aire is thy Diocis. a 1635 Cor- 
bet Poems (1807) 38 Their plays had . . A perfect diocess of 
actors Upon the stage. 3644 Milton Divorce (ed ; 2) 11. 
xxi. 75 The causes . . reside so deeply in the . . affections, of 
nature, as is not within the diocese of Law to tamper with. 
1822 Lamb Elia Ser. 1. Artif. Coin. Last Cent., I am glad 
fora season to take an airing beyond the diocese of the 
strict conscience. 1891 Mgrley in Daily News 10 Dec. 
3/2 To go about, as my friend does, through the whole of 
what I may call his diocese of those northern counties, 
and breathe out Liberalism. 

Hence Broceseless a ., without a diocese ; t 
ceseuer, one who belongs to a diocese ; = Diocesan 
sb. 2 ; Dioce-siarcb, the ruler of a diocese ; 
f Bi'ocesser — Diocesan sb. 1. 

1885 R. W. Dixon Hist. Ch, Eng . III. 173 A dioceseless 
bishop, a 2626 Bacon Case of Post-nati Wks. (Ellis & 
Spedding) VII. 657 They say this .unity in the bishop, or 
the rector doth not create any privity between the parish- 
ioners or dioceseners, more than if there were several bishops, 
or several parsons. 1803 W. Taylor in Monthly Mag. 
XX. 512 Diocesan properly means. ‘belonging to the dio- 
cese In English this word is applied oddly to the diocesi- 
arch, or chief of t he d ioeese. x 606 W arner A lb. Eng. xi v. 
xci. 370 More than be Connocations now Diocessers were 
stout. 

t Bioce*sian, a. and sb. Obs. [f. L. type 
dicecesian-us , £ dicecesis, in OF. dyocesiien s see 
Diocesan, which is a less regular formation.] « 
Diocesan a. and sb. 


1686 T, Sergeant Hist. Monast .. Conventions 49 If the 
Diocesian refuse to give Ordination. i7 1 S . M. Davies 
A then. Brit. I. 131 The Clergy., of his Diocesian City. 
Diocess, -eise, earlier forms of Diocese. 
t Bi-OCtahe*cLral, a. Crystal, Obs. [Di- 2 1 + 
Octahedral.] Bounded by twice eight planes; 
i.e. having the form of an octahedral prism with 
tetrahedral summits. 

1805-17 R. Jameson Char. Min. (ed. 3) 204 Di-octahedral 

Biode (doiwdji Eledr. Telegr. [mod.f. 
Gr. St-, (Di- 2 ) twice, doubly -f oSoy way.] lit. Of 
two ways : applied by Mr. Preece to a mode of 
working, which converts a single telegraphic wire 
into two ways or ducts for signalling messages, 
without reference to direction ; one application of 
the multiplex system of working. 

1886 W. H. Preece in Jrnl. Soc. Teleg. Engineers XV. 
233 A mode [of working] by which two messages are 
practically sent at the same time will be diode working. 

II Biodon (dsiw 3 ?n). Zool [inod.L., £ Gr. type 
Htodov doubly-toothed (sc. Brjpiov animal), f. 

(Di- 2 ) twice + o5ovsr, 65 ovr- (in neuter adjs. -o 8 ov) 
tooth.] A genus of globe-fishes, having the jaws 
tipped with enamel, forming a tooth-like tubercle 
in the centre of the beak above and below. 

The name has also been improperly given to a genus of 
South American falcons, and to the cetacean genus 

1776 Pennant Zool. III. X29 Oblong Diodon. .Sun-fish from 
Mount’s Bay. Ibid. 331 Short Diodon .. Sun-fish from Loo, 
Ibid. 332 Globe Diodon. This species is common to.Europe 
and South Carolina. 3840 F. D. Bennett Whaling Voy. 
II. 264 The Round Diodon, or Toad-fish. 3834 Owen in 
Circ. Sc., Organ. Nat. II. 95/2 The . . grinding tubercle of 
the diodon. _ _ . 

Bi’odont, a. and sb. [See prec.] adj. Having 
two teeth; spec . of or pertaining to the Dio- 
dontidm or family of fishes of which Diodon is 
the typical genus ; sb. a fish of this family. So 
Diodo*3itoid a. and sb. 


In modern Diets. 

llBioecia (dsi,rjia). Bot. [mod.L. (Linnaeus 
1735)) a - ^ r * type *8iot/cia, abstr. sb. from Hioucos 
having two houses, f. Si-, (Di- 2 ) twice + oikos house. 
Cf. Moncecia.] The twenty-second class in the 
Sexual System of Linnaeus, comprising plants which 
have male (staminiferous) and female (pistilliferous) 
flowers on separate individuals. ■ . - 

1753 Chambers Cycl. Supp Dioecia, in Botany, a class 
of plants which have the male and female parts, .in different 
flowers, and . . on different plants of the same species. 
Among the plants of this class are the willow, mistletoe, 
hemp, spinach. 3794 Martyn Rousseau s Bot. ix. 90. 

Hence Bioe'cian a. =Dkecious. 

*828 Webster, Diecian. 

Bioscio- (dabrjiiri, comb. f. Dicecious, = dioe- 
ciously ; as diceciodimorphous, diceciopolygamms . 

1883 Syd. Soc, . Lex., Dioeciopolygamom. .a term applied 
to those plants of which some individuals bear unisexual 
and some bisexual flowers. 


Bioecions (doijff os), a. [f. Dicecia + -ous.] 

1. Bot. Of plants: Having the unisexual male 
and female flowers on separate plants, 

1748-52 Sir J. Hill Nat. Hist., Plants 291 (Jody.) The 
rharnnus with terminatory spikes and quadrified dioecious 
flowers. 3789 G. White Selborne (1853) 393 Hops are 
dioecious plants. 3877 Darwin_ Forms of FL Introd. 3 
A species tending to become dioecious, with the stamens 
reduced in some individuals and with the pistils in others.^ 

2 . Zool. Having the two sexes in separate indivi- 
duals ; sexually distinct. 

1826 Kirby & Sp. Entomol. (1828) IV. xlvii. 394 Certain 
intestinal worms in which the sexes are dioecious. _ x88o 
Gunther Fishes 157 All fishes are dioecious, or of distinct 
sex. 3882 A. Macfarlane Consanguinity 8 Sex in Man 
is dioecious. ... 

Hence Bice'cionsly adv., in a dioecious^ manner ; 
BicB'ciotisness, dicecious state or condition. ^ 

3859 Darwin Orig. Spec. iv. (1873) 74 Some .. species of 
holly in North America, are, according to Asa Gray, .more 
or less diceciously polygamous. 3874 F. A. Kitchener 
Years Bot. vii. ti 8 This idea of benefit to^ the plant in 
dioeciousness. 3877 Darwin Forms of FI. vii. 279 Other- 
wise every step towards dioeciousness would lead towards 
sterility. 

Dicecism (daii rsiz’m). [ad. mod.L. dtaeasmus , 
Ger, didcisnms (Sachs), f. Gr. * 5 iouc-o$ (in L. form 
dicecus ; see Dkeoia) + -ism.] Dioeciotis condition. 

1873 Bennett & Dyer Sachs' Bot . 807 This distribution 
of the sexes, which is generally termed Dicecism, occurs in 

all classes and orders of the vegetable kingdom. 

Diogenes (doii^'dajenfz). The name of a cele- 
brated Greek Cynic philosopher, who according to 
tradition showed his contempt for the amenities of 
life by living in a tub : see Cynic. Hence Bio*- 
genes-crab, a species of West Indian hermit crab, 
which chooses an empty shell for its residence. 
Bio-genes-cup, the cup-like cavity formed in the 
palm of the hand by arching the lingers, and bend- 
ing the thumb and little finger toward each other; 
from a story that the Cynic substituted this for a 
cup in raising water to his mouth. 

2802 Mar. Edgeworth Moral T. (1816) I. i. 4 A table 
covered with a clean table cloth ; dishes in nice order . , ap- 
peared to our young Diogenes absurd superfluities. 1883 
Syd. Soc. D iogenes-cup. 3884 J. Hall Chr. Home 

176 Exceptional natures, that, Diogenes-like, prefer to be 
let alone. 

Hence Biogenic (doijod^e-mk) a of, pertaining 
to, or of the nature of Diogenes. So Bioge'iiicaX 
a. ; Bioge-nically adv . ; Bio genize v. t to render 

cynical. , 

1831 Carlyle Sart. Res. 11. v, Socratlc or rather Diogenic 
utterances. 3593 Nashe Christ's T. (1613) 312 There is 
vain e-glory, .in being Diogenicall and dogged. 2603 D bic- 
ker Grissil (Shaks. Soc.) 21 Sweet signior, be not too 
Diogenical to me. 2739 Ozell tr. Misson's Trav. Eng. 154 
(D.) To despise riches, not Diogenically, but indolently. 
3623 Cockeram 11, One growne Churlish, Diogeniz d. 

Bioic (doi'oik), a. rare -®. [ad. F. dioique 
(Bulliard 1783), or mod.L. dioicus (Linnaeus 1753), 
a. Gr. type * 8 iqikos : see Dicecia.] = Dkeciou 3. 
So Bioi'oous a. 2883 in Syd. Soc. Lex . 

Diol(e, obs. early ff. Dole, Dool, grief, 
f Bi'omse. Obs. Also 5 diones, and in L. 
form dionysia. [a. OF. dionise, dyonise (13 . . in 
Godefi), ad. m&dJu.dionysia (Albertus Magnus), L. 
dionysias ( Pliny) , Gr. Siovvoias, £ Atuvvcros Bacchus.] 
A precious stone, of a black colonr streaked with 
red, reckoned, by mediaeval writers, a preservative 
against drunkenness. v 

[1398 Trevxsa Barth. De P. R. xvi. xxxiv. (1495) 5^3 
Dionisius is a blacke stoon or broune spronge wyth red 
veynes..yf it is groundid and medelyd wyth water it smel- 
lyth as wyne, and yet it wythstondyth dronkensliyp.j 1483 
Cath. Angl. 200/1 Diones, dionisia. 1567 Maplet Gr. 
Forest 6 The Dionise is black, or rather browne, all be- 
strewed with bloudie strokes or vaines. x6ot Chester 
Love’s Mart, bexxvi. (1878) 18 The Adamant, Dionise, and 
Calcedon. 2688 R. Holme Armoury iu 40/1 The Dionise 
stone. 2730 tr. Leonardus' Mirr, Stones 94 Dionysia. 
3853 Smkdley Occult. Sc. 354 Dionysia. 

Dionym (doi-^nim). [ad. Gr. &<wrvp-os, -ov 
having two names, f. 5 t -, (Di* 2 ) twice + bvojia 
name.] A name consisting of two terms (as the 
names in zoology or botany, the two terms of which 
denote respectively the genus and species). 

18. . Coues is cited by Cent. 

Bionymal (dsi^-nimal) , a. [f. as prec. + -al.] 
Of or pertaining to a dionym ; =«= Binominal. 

1656 Blount Glossogr,, Dionymal, that hath two names. 
2884 J. A, Allen On ZoSL Nomen . in The Auk Oct. 35® 
The binomial (or dionymal) system. 

BionysiaC (doii^hisiselc), a. [ad. L. Diony- 
siac-us , a. Gr. Atovvaicueos, £ Aiovbma the feast 
of Aiovvcros Dionysus or Bacchus. So mod.F. 
Dionysiaque (Acad. 1 76a).] 

A. adj. Of of pertaining to Dionysus or Bacchus, 

or to his worship. . . 

3844 Beck & Felton tr. Munk's Met. 140 Dionysiac 
and erotic poems, i860 Rusjcin Mod. Paint . V. ix. lv. § 4. 
336 The new Dionysiac revel. 2865 Grote Plato > II. xxnu 
.162 The Orphic or Dionysiac religious ^mysteries. 287* 
Browning Balaust. 37 Ours the great Dionusiac theatre. 
And tragic triad of immortal fames, 

IU 


BIOHYSIAW. 


DIOBISTIC 


B .sb.pl. The Dionysiac festivals or Dionysia, 
celebrated periodically in ancient Greece, 

1827-38 Hare Guesses (1867) 154 At Athens, Homer, the 
Dionysiacs and Pericles, by their united influence, fostered 
them into dramatists. 

So 2>ionysi*aea2 a. ; ®ionysi*acally adv. 

1858 Hogg Shelley II. xi. 373 The goat is a Dionysiacal 
quadruped, habitually given to scale Parnassus. 28x6 T. 
Taylor in Pamphleteer VI II. 57 The mundane intellect . . 
is Bacchus , . the soul is particularly distributed into gene- 
ration Dionysiacaily. 

Bionysiam (dsijffhrsian), a. [f. L. Dionysi-us 
of or pertaining to Dionysus or Bacchus ; also as 
sb, a personal name + ■-an.] 

1. Of or pertaining to Dionysus or Bacchus, or 
the Dionysia or festivals held in honour of Diony- 
sus ; » Dionysiac. 

a 1610 Healey Theophrastus (1636) 13 The Seas after the 
Dionysian feasts will be more smooth. 1822 T. Mitchell 
Aristoph. I, p. xxin,The Dionysian festivals, .were the great 
carnivals of antiquity, 

2 . Pertaining to or characteristic of the Elder or 
Younger Dionysius, tyrants of Syracuse, notorious 
for cruelty, 

1607 Topsell Serpents (1658) 839 Who. .would not . . hate 
.. those Dionysian Tyrants in Sicilia? 1879 Encycl. Brit. 
IX. 688/2 He . . punished with Dionysian seventy the slightest 
want of respect. 

3 . Pertaining to the abbot Dionysius the Little, 
who lived in the sixth century, and is said to have 
first practised the method of dating events from the 
birth of Christ of which he fixed the accepted 
date. 

Dionysian period^ a period of 532 Julian years, after which 
the changes of the moon recur on the same days of the year ; 
said to have been introduced by Dionysius for calculating 
the date of Easter. 

1727-52 Chambers Cycl. s.v. Period , Victorian Period , an 
interval of five hundred and thirty-two Julian years . . Some 
ascribe this period to Dionysius Exiguus; and hence call it 
the Dionysian Period. 1768 Horsefall in Phil. Trans. 
LVIII. 102 Encreased by three dionysian periods, or mul- 
tiples of 28 and 19. 1876 Chambers Astron. 470 The Diony- 
sian Period is obtained by a combination of the Lunar and 
Solar cycles. 1879 Farrar St. Paul (1883) n Our received 
Dionysian era. 

4 . Of Dionysius the Areopagite (Acts xvii. 34) ; 
esp. applied to early ecclesiastical works attributed 
to him. 

*885 Catholic Diet. 264/r Pearson places the composition 
of the Dionysian writings before 340. 

Bionysic (daiiffni’sik), a. rare. ? Obs. [f. L. 
or Gr. form of Dionysus + -ic.] Of Dionysus or 
Bacchus; Dionysiac. 

1831 Examiner 501/x The true Dionysic metre ; the pre- 
dominant metre of Greek theatrical music. 183a Ibid. 453/1 
The Dionysic wreath, the symbol of theatric honor. 

Biopkautuxe (dai^fsemtin, -oin), a. Math. [f. 
proper name Diophant-us + -ine.] Of or pertaining 
to Diophantus of Alexandria, a celebrated mathe- 
matician, who flourished in the fourth century ; 
spec . applied to problems involving indeterminate 
equations, and to a method of solving these (Dio- 
phantine analysis) attributed to him. 

1700 Gregory in Collect. (Oxf. Hist. SocA I. 321 The reso- 
lution of the indetermined arithmetical or Diophan tine prob- 
lems. 18x1 P. Barlow (title). An Elementary Investigation 
of the Theory of Numbers, with its application to the 
indeterminate and diophantine analysis. x888 Blackw. Mag. 
June 794 She solves a diophantine problem. 

Diophysite, -ism, improper ff. Diphysite, 
Dyophysite, etc. 

Biopsi&e (dai,p*ps3id). Min . [a. F. diopside 
(Haiiy 1801), irreg. f. Gr. Si-, (Di- 2 ) twice 4 oipis 
appearance, aspect, hut viewed by later authors as 
a deriv. of Gr. Stopis a view through, f. Si-, Sia- 
through.] A synonym of Pyroxene ; now usually 
restricted to the transparent varieties. 

1808 Allan Names Min. 26 Diopside . . a mineral from 
Mussa in PitSmonte. 1868 Dana Min. 223 Diopside has 
been observed as a furnace product. 1879 Rutley Study 
Rocks xiii. 264 The diopside has a rough or stepped appear- 
ance on the abraded surfaces of sections. 

Bioptase (dai^ pt^s)* Min. [a. F. dioptase 
(Haiiy 2801), irreg. f. Gr. Si-, Sia - through + birr 6 $ 
seen, visible : cf. Sioirrijs a looker through.] A 
translucent silicate of copper, crystallizing in six- 
sided prisms, called emerald copper ore. 

4 *804 W. Nicholson tr. Fourcroy's Ckem. II. 430 Dioptase 
is an ore of copper. x868 Dana Min. 402 Dioptase occurs 
disposed in well defined crystals and amorphous on quartz. 

Biop ter (doi^'ptsj). Also in Lat. form dioptra. 
[a. F. dioptre (1547 in Hatz.-Darm.), ad. L. diop- 
tra, a. Gr. Sioirrpa an optical instrument for mea- 
suring heights, levelling, etc. ; cf. also Gr. Sioirrpov 
spying-glass, f. 5 i-, Sia- through + stem oir- to see 
-f instrumental suffix, -rpa, -rpov.] 

1 . An ancient form of theodolite, or instrument 
for taking angles. 

16x3 M. Ridley Magn. Bodies 1x2 Make a hole as in a 
Diopter, that the Sunne may shine in at it. 1641 W. Gas- 
coigne in Rigaud Corr. Sci.Men (1841) I. 51 Two dioptraes 
. . fitted with glasses, hair, and moveable runs. 1851 Qttj£ 
tr. Humboldt's Cosmos III. 53 Long ^tubes . . employed by 
Arabian astronomers . . to the extremities of which ocular and 
object diopters were attached. 1857 Whewell Hist. Induct . 


380 

Sc. I. 354 He wrote . . a treatise on the Dioptra. .an instru- 
ment for taking angles. 

2 . The index-arm of a graduated circle; —Ali- 
dade. 

2594 Blundevil Exerc. iv. xx. (ed. 7) 476 Having set the 
Diopter of your Astrolabe at that Altitude. i 66 z J. Davies 
tr. O Darius’ Voy. A mbass. 192, I took the Horizon with my 
Astrolabe, and having put my Dioptra into it, I turn’d my 
self towards the Sea.. and could easily discern it.. 1874 
Knight Diet. Mech. 1 . 172/1 To measure an angle with the 
astrolabe, the latter is placed with its center over. the vertex 
of the- angle, and turned until the fixed diopters sight in the 
direction of one side. The movable strip with its diopters 
is then sighted in the direction of the other side, and the 
angle contained between the two strips is read off. 

1 3 . A surgical speculum. Obs . 

1706 Phillips (ed. Kersey), Dioptra . . a Surgeon’s Instru- 
ment. 2727-52 Chambers CycL, Dioptra, among surgeons, 
denotes an instrument whereby to dilate the matrix, or 
anus, and inspect any ulcers therein ; called also speculum 
matrices, and dilatatorium. 2872 Thomas Dis. Women 37 
If therefore, says Paul of riEgina, the ulceration be within 
reach, it is detected by the dioptra. 

4 . An instrument for obtaining drawings of the 
skull by projections. 

1878 Bartley tr. TopinarEs Anthrop. 11. iii. 269. 

5 . A unit of measurement for lenses ; — Dioptric 
sb. 2. 

1890 Gould New Med. Did. 133/1 Diopter or Dioptric . 
t BiO'ptic, ct. and sb. Obs. [f. Gr. St-, Sta - 
through + biniK-bs of or pertaining to sight or 
vision, f. root dir- to see.] 

A. adj. = Dioptric. Also Dio-ptical. 

2656 Blount Glossogr., The Dioptick Art, the Perspective 
Art, or that part of Astronomy, which by Quadrants and 
hollow instruments pierces the Heavens, and measures the 
distance, length* bigness, and breadth of the Coelestial 
bodies. 18x8 Todd, Dioptical, and Dioptick, so the next 
words [dioptrical, dioptric J are now sometimes written. 

B. sb. a. One skilled in Dioptrics, b. (pi.) 
** Dioptrics. 

1664 Power Exp. Philos. 1. 58 If our Diopticks could attain 
to that curiosity as to grind us such Glasses, as would 
resent the Effluviums of the Magnet. 2663-6 Phil. Trans. 

. 56 He intends to give the. .demonstration in his Diopticks 
which he is now writing, 

Dioptra: see Diopter. 
t Bio'ptral, tz. Obs. [f. L. dioptra Diopter 
+ -al.] = Dioptric a. 

16x0 W. Folkingham A rt of Surztey 11. ii. 50 Degrees of 
angular production obserued by some Dioptrall instrument. 

Dioptric (d9i ( *rptrik), a. and sb. [mod. ad. Gr. 
SioirTpac- 6 s of or pertaining to the use of the SlonTpa 
(Diopter) ; in neuter pi. Sionrpucd as sb.,the science 
of dioptrics. See -ic, -ics.] 

A. adj. f I* Of the suture of, or pertaining to, 
a Diopter (sense 1). Obs. 

2635 N. Carpenter Geog. Del. 1. v. 107 Two signes of the 
Zodiacke diametrally opposite should not be scene by a 
Dioptricke instrument. 1681 tr. Willis * Rem. Med . Wks. 
Vocab., Dioptric , belonging to the perspective, or a mathe- 
matical instrument, thorow which they look to take the 
height of a thing. 

2 . Serving as a medium for sight ; assisting vision 
(or rendering it possible) by means of refraction (as 
a lens, the humours of the eye). 

2653 H. More Antid. Atk. 11. xii. (1712) 84 To view the 
Asperities of the Moon through a Dioptrick-glass. 1660 — 
Myst. Godl. n. iii. 36 None of the external Organs have any 
Sense at all in them, no more then an Acousticon or a 
Dioptrick glass. 2858 J. Martineau Stud. Chr. 186 A dead 
mechanism, .ready to serve as the dioptric glass, spreading 
the images of light from the Infinite on the tender and living 
retina. 2878 T. Bryant Prod. Surg. I. 299 The refraction 
is said to be normal or abnormal according to the position 
of the retina with regard to the focus of the dioptric system. 

8. Relating to the refraction of light ; pertaining 
to dioptrics (see B. 3); esp. (of a telescope, etc.), 
refractive, refracting. (Opp. to Catoptric.) 

Dioptric system , in lighthouses, also called refracting 
system : see quot. 1879. 

267a Newton in Phil. Trans. VII. 5086 For Dioptrique 
Telescopes, .the difficulty consisted not in the Figure of the 
glass, but in the Difformity of Refractions. 1688 R. Holme 
Armoury \\\. 146/2 The .. Dioptrick, or broken sight, is 
rightly seen in a Tub of Water where the Surface is cut. 
2753 Phil. Trans . XLVIII. 167 Our common telescopes 
whether dioptric or reflecting. 1871 Tyndall Fragm. Sc. 
(1879) ID xvi. 436 The light was developed in the focus of 
a dioptric apparatus. 2879 Cassells Techn. Educ.\N.j$ 
The Dioptric arrangement is that in which Jhe rays issuing 
from the flame are collected and refracted in a given direc- 
tion by a lens placed in front of the light, 
f 4 . Capable of being seen through : see quot. 
2802 Farmer's Mag, II. 48 As to dioptric beehives [i.e. 
rovided with glass windows on opposite sides] the best I 
ave seen is of wood. 2860 J. P. Kennedy W. Wirt II. xiii. 
220 These few fragments . . give us . . glimpses into that * diop- 
tric bee hive the heart of the writer. 

B. sb. 

1. = Diopter i. 

2849 Orrfi tr. Humboldt's Cosmos II. 545 The Alexandrian 
astronomers.. possessed .. solstitial armils, and linear diop- 
trics. 

2 . A unit for expressing the refractive power of a 

lens, being the power of a lens whose focal distance 
is one metre. ■ 

Syd. Soc. Lex., One dioptric, which is written 1 D, is 
a glass of one meter, or 39-37 inches, focal distance. 2887 
A. Bruce mEncycl. Brit.A.% 11 . 373. 


3. pi. Dioptrics : that part of the science of 
Optics which treats of the refraction of light. 
(Opp. to Catoptrics.) 

1644 Digby Nat.- Bodies 1. (1645) 131 The demonstration 
. .Renatus Des Cartes has excellently set down in his book 
of Dioptrikes. 2667 Phil. Trans. II. 626 The Dioptricks, 
that consider Rays Refracted. 17x8 J. Chamberlaynb 
Relii>. Philos. (1730) II. xxii. § 41 One that is well versed 
in Dioptricks, and understands the Nature of Vision. 2831 
Brewster Optics Introd. 3 Light . . through transparent 
bodies is transmitted according to particular laws, the con- 
sideration of which constitutes the subject of dioptrics. 
Dio ptrical, a. [f. as prec. + -al.] 
f 1. = Dioptric a. 1 . Obs. 

i6xa Brerewood Lang. $ Relig. xiii. 134 Of which height 
. . it is observed in Pliny, that Dicsearchus, by dioptrical 
instruments, found the hill Pelius .. to be. 1656 Blount 
Glossogr., Dioptrical, pertaining to Dioptra. 

2. b= Dioptric a. 2 , 3 . 

2664 Power Exp. Philos. Pref. 1 Dioptrical Glasses are 
but a Modern Invention. 1677 Horneck Gt. Law Consul, 
ii, (1704) 17 Little animals .. viewed through Dioptrical 

f lasses. 1769 S. Hardy (title), A Translation cf Scheffer’s 
'reatise on the Emendation of Dioptrical Telescopes. 

3 . Of or belonging to dioptrics ; skilled in diop- 
trics. 

2664 Power E.xp. Philos. 1. 78 Dioptrical Artists. 1752 
Short in Phil. Trans. LIX. 507 Of a radius somewhat 
longer than the focal length you want, for a dioptrical 
reason. 2800 Young ibid. XCI. 27 Dioptrical propositions. 
f4. =s Dioptric a. 4 . Obs 

1759 Sterne Tr. Shandy I . xxiii, To have gone softly, as 
you would to a dioptrical bee-hive, and look’d in. 

Hence Dio*ptrically adv., by means of refraction. 
1732 Hist. Litteraria III. 363 To produce very extra- 
ordinary Effects . . either dioptrically or catoptrically. 2849- 
52 Todd Cycl. Anal. IV. 1441/2 Dioptrically-formed co- 
loured margins. 2883 Carpenter in Eucycl. Brit. XVI, 
266/2 s.v. Microscope, Images dioptrically formed of the 
general outlines and larger details of microscopic objects. 

Bioptrician (dai^ptri-Jan). rare. [f. Diop- 
tric ; cf. optician.'] One skilled in dioptrics. 

1670 Phil. Trans. V. 2045 An Un-usual kind of Refrac- 
tion, hitherto un-observed by Dioptricians. 

Dioptrics : see Dioptric B 3. 

Diorama (dsiiorcrmab [mod. (in F. 1822' f. 
Gr. 5 l-, Sia - through + opapa that which is seen, a 
sight : cf. btopj.-uv to see through.] A mode of 
scenic representation in which a picture, some por- 
tions of which are translucent, is viewed through 
an aperture, the sides of which are continued to- 
wards the picture ; the light, which is thrown upon 
the picture from the roof, may be diminished or in- 
creased at pleasure, so as to represent the change 
from sunshine to cloudy weather, etc. The name 
has also been used to include the building in which 
dioramie views are exhibited ; and in later times 
has been transferred to exhibitions of dissolving 
views, etc. 

The Diorama, invented by Daguerre and Boiiton, was 
first exhibited in London, 29 Sept. 1823, the building being 
erected in Regent’s Park. It was patented in 1824 by 
J. Arrowsmith, No. 4899. 

1823 Ann. Reg. 309* It is called the Diorama, and the 
idea is borrowed from the panorama. 2824 J. Arrowsmith 
Specif. Patent No. 4899 (title) An improved mode of 
publicly exhibiting pictures . . which I denominate a ‘ dio- 
rama’. 1872 Geo. Eliot Middlem. Iiii, The memory has 
as many moods as the temper, and shifts its scenery like 
a diorama. 

Jig. 2876 L. Tollemache in Fortn. Rev. Jan. 117 Litera- 
ture is able „ . to give a diorama of what it depicts, while 
art can give only a panorama. 2892 E. Reeves Homeward 
Bound 331 Entering the river Thames, we were delighted 
with the double diorama of ships and green meadows. 

attrib. 2848 Maria Hare in A. J. C. Hare Mem. Quiet 
L. (1874) II. xvi. 3x0 Like the gradual change of the 
diorama views from light to dark. 

Hence Diora*mist, a proprietor or exhibitor of a 
diorama. 

1834 Hood Tylney Hall (1840) 246 Here an indignant 
diorainist raves at a boggling scene-shifter. 

Bioramic (dai|One-:mik), a. [f. Dior am a + 
-ic. (Gr. analogies would require dioramaticij] 
Of the nature of, or pertaining to, a diorama. 

1832^ Brewster Nat. Magic iv. (183;) 66 The same picture 
exhibited under all the imposing accompaniments of a 
dioramie representation. 2861 Musgrave By-roads 251 
There is another chapel . . where the same dioramie effect 
has been produced by concealed coloured glass lights. 1882 
Daily T el. 27 Dec., Well-managed dioramie effects, depict- 
ing a terrible storm with, .thunder and lightning. 

Biorism (dsroriz’m). rare. [ad. Gr. Sioptap-os, 
distinction, logical division, f. Siop-(-uv to draw a 
boundary through, divide, distinguish.] The act 
of defining ; distinction, definition : by H. More 
used app. as = distinctive sense or application, 

2664 H. More Exp. 7 Churches 71 To eat things sacri- 
ficed to Idols is one mode of Idolatry ; but, by a Propheticall 
Diorism, it signifies Idolatry in general, 2680 — Apocal. 
Apoc. 92 If they were not just four .. yet by a Prophetick 
Diorisme they might be called four. 2685 — Illustration 
35 In a Mystical sense, by a Diorism, The Musick may 
e that at their Idolatrous worship, 
t Biori’Stic, a. Obs. [ad. Gr. Siopi<mtc- 6 s dis- 
tinctive ; f. as prec.] Serving to define or distin- 
guish ; defining. . 

1675 Collins in Rigaud Corr. Sci. Men (1841) I. 2x6 In 
this case one of the dioristic limits is lost. 2684 Phil* 
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Trans. XIV. 575 A Cardanick Equation such as shall 
have the dioristick limits rational, 
t Biori'Stical, a. Obs . [f. as prec. + -al.] = 
prec. Hence Biori’stlcally adv., by distinctive 
application : see Diorism. 

1664 H. More Exp. 7 Churches 72 Ye are not . . free 
from the Lusts of the flesh (which Vice is here noted by 
Nicolaitism dioristically, as Idolatry in general before by 
eating things sacrificed to Idols). 2668 — Div, Dial. v. xl. 
(X713) 521 The Lake of Fire and Brimstone not symbolical 
or dioristical, but visible or natural. 

Biorite (darorait). Min. [a. diorite (Haiiy), 
irreg. f. diopt(-uv to distinguish + -ite.] A variety 
of Greenstone, consisting of hornblende combined 
with a triclinic feldspar (albite or oligoclase). 

1826 W. Phillips Out l Mineral. <$• Geol. 151 The Dia- 
base, Diorite, and Amphibolite of French authors, seems to 
include both Greenstone and Hornblende rock. 1858 
Geikie Hist. Boulder xii. 239 Hornblendic green-stones, 
or diorites. 1865 Lubbock Preh. Times vi. (1869) 182 
The axe was preeminently the implement of antiquity* 
Serpentine and diorite were the principal materials. 

aUrib. 1877 A. B. Edwards Up Nile xxii. 709 The 
magnificent diorite statue of Shafra, the builder of the 
Second Pyramid. 1890 Goldfields Victoria 17 The stone 
.. running through a diorite dyke. 

Dioritic (ctaiiorrtik), a. [f. Diorite + -ic.] Of 
the nature of diorite ; containing diorite. 

1847 in Craig. 1853 Kane Grinnell Exp. vii. (1856) 5s 
A similar range . . on the Atlantic side, evidently a con- 
tinuation of the same dioritic series. 1862 Dana Man. 
Geol. iii. 78 Dioritic Schist. 

|j Biorthosis (dsi^j^'sis). [mod.L,, a. Gr. 
fhbpOaxris, n. of action f. SiopOb tuv to make straight, 
f. dta- through, thoroughly + bpQos straight, 
right.] The act of setting straight or in order: 
a. in Surg., the straightening of crooked or frac- 
tured limbs. b. The recension or revision of a 
literary work. 

1704 in J. Harris Lex. Techn. (J.). 1706 Phillips (ed. 
Kersey), Diorthosis , in Surgery, an Operation, whereby 
crooked or distorted Members are made even, and restor’d 
to their Original and Regular Shape. 1873 Brit. Q. Rev, 
LVII. 297 The diorthosis (i. e. the setting free from figure 
and parable, the fulfilment) of the Old Testament in the 
New. 1874 H. R. Reynolds John Bapt. viii. 500 Christ 
was the diorthosis of the temple. 

Biorthotic (doi^jJ^tik), a. [ad. Gr. StopOco- 
riK-o$ corrective : derived as prec.] Of or pertain- 
ing to recension of a literary work (see prec. b). 

1800 M. Pattison Ess. (1889) I. 162 No sooner had 
Scaliger placed himself by common consent at the head of 
textual criticism, than he took leave for ever of diorthotic 
criticism. 

Bioscoreaceous (dai^sko^ri^-Jas), a. Bot . 
[f. mod.L. Dioscoredcem, f. Dioscorea, the typical 
genus, containing the yams.] Of or belonging to 
the N.O. Dioscoreaceae of Monocotyledons. 
Bioscorein (d3it£>sko®*rz'|in). [f. Dioscorea + 
-IN.] * An impure substance made by precipitating 
the tincture of Dioscorea villosa with water ’ (Syd. 
Soc. Lex. 1883). 

II Biosma (dai^*sma). Bot. [mod.L., f. Gr. 
di-os divine + 607-117 odour.] A genus of South 
African heath-like plants (N.O. Rutacex ), with 
strong balsamic odour. 

1794 Martyn R oussean's Botany xvi. 209. 1800 J. Aber- 
crombie Ev. Man his own Gardener (ed. 16) 251 African 
heaths .. diosmas . . will require to be frequently refreshed 
with moderate waterings. 1866 Treas. Bot. 411/1 Diosma 
..cultivated for their white or pinkish flowers. 

Lienee Dio smin (see quot. 1883). 

1837 Penny Cy cl IX. 5/1 Brandes considers the extractive 
to be peculiar, and terms it Diosmtn. 1883 Syd. Soc. Lex., 
Diosmin, a bitter principle, of brownish yellow colour, 
soluble in water, obtained from the Diosma crenata. 

II Biosmosis (doi|^sm<?u*sis). Also in anglicized 
form di'osmose. [mod.f. Gr. 5 t-, Bia- through + 
Osmosis : cf. end-, exosmosis.] The transudation 
of a fluid through a membrane ; *> Osmosis. 

1825 W. Stirling tr. Landed s Text-bk. Hum. Phys. I. 
393 This exchange of fluids is termed endosmosis or dios- 
mosis. 1883 Syd. Soc. Lex., Diosmose .. Diosmosis, same 
as Osmosis. 

Hence Biosmotie a., pertaining to diosmosis; 
= Osmotic. 

II Biota (doii^fta). Gr. and Rom. Antiq. [L. 
diota , a. Gr. htLrq two-eared, f. St-, (Dl- 2 ) doubly 
+ wr- stem of oh ear.] A vessel with two ears or 
handles. 

1837 Birch Anc. Pottery (1858) I. 199 The emblems upon 
them were various, comprising leaves, an eagle, a head of 
Hercules, diota, and bunch of grapes. 1890 W. Smith Diet. 
Gr, <$• Rom. Antiq. (ed. 3) I. 640 Diota.. is generally used 
as synonymous with amphora, though it may signify any 
two-handled vessel . . A diota of the earliest style. 

Diothelism, -ite, irreg. fif. Dithixism, Dyo- 
THELISM, etc. 

|| dihoti. Obs. [Gr. Store wherefore, 

for what reason, for the reason that, f. Std (rovro) 
or 1 for the reason that.] A t wherefore 
1651 Biggs New Disp. Summary 35 The Schools ignorant 
of the Quiddities and Dihoties of things. 1687 Pharisee 
Unmask'd 6 To satisfie those to whom he hath promised 
a Demonstration Dioti, 1734 Watts Rtliq. Juv. (1789) 79 
He set forth the analysis of the words in order, shewed the 
Hoti and the Dioti (i. e, that it was so, and why it was so). 


Biotreph.es (daij^tritTz), The name of a man 
mentioned 3 John 9, 10, as loving to have the pre- 
eminence in the church ; hence used typically of 
persons to whom this character is attributed. 
Hence Biotrephe-siaa, Diotre'pMan, Biotre*- 
phic adjs., like Diotrephes ; Biortrephe • tically 
adv., in the manner of Diotrephes; Bio trephist, 
an imitator of Diotrephes. 

1628 Wither Brit. Rememb. vi. 711 And, some there be, 
that with Diotrophes, Affect preheminence in these our 
dayes. 1660 Fisher Rus ticks Alarm Wks. (1679) 357 
A meer Diotrephetically impudent and imposkively prating 
Spirit. Ibid. 557 Chief Priests, aspiring Rabbies, Divinity 
Doctors, proud ^ Diotrepheses. 1674 Owen Holy Spirit 
(1693) 161 Fuel in it self unto the Proud, Ambitious Minds 
of Diotrephists. 1829 Southey Sir T. More II. 59 A man 
may figure as the Diotrephes of a Meeting. 1838 G. S. 
Faber An Inanity iv. iv. 585 The diotrephic lovers of pre- 
eminence. 1845 T. W. Coit Puritanism 475 Is there any 
of the old Diotrephian spirit left? 1862 j. Macfaulane 
Life G. Lawson iv. 194 Dr, Lawson asked the name of 
this Diotrephesian female. 

Bioxi&e (daij*rk?aid, -sid). Chem. [f. Di- 2 2 
+ Oxide.] An oxide formed by the combination 
of two equivalents of oxygen with one of the metal 
or metalloid, as Carbon dioxide C 0 2 , Manganese 
dioxide Mn0 2 . 

Originally applied to an oxide containing two equivalents 
of the chlorous element : see Di- 2 2 r. 

1847 in Cr^ig. 1834 J. Scoffern in Orr's Circ. Sc. Chem. 
491 Corresponding with the sub or di-oxide of copper. 1869 
A. J. Jarman in Eng-. Mech. 17 Dec. 330/1 The easiest way 
to prepare oxygen gas is to heat together in a retort three 
parts potassic chlorate with one part dioxide of manganese. 
1878 Huxley Physiogr. 80 An invisible gas, known as 
carbon dioxide, or more commonly carbonic acid. 

Bicrxy-, diox-. Chem . [f. Dr- 2 2 + Oxy- 
gen.] A combining element expressing the pre- 
sence in a compound of two atoms of oxygen ; 
spec, the presence in an organic compound of two 
equivalents of the monad radical hydroxyl (OH) 
taking the place of two atoms of hydrogen, as 
dioxy-acid, dioxybenzene, C 6 H 4 (OIT) 2 (benzene 
being C 6 H fi ). 

1877 Waits Fownes * Chem. (ed. 12) II. 541 Two dioxy- 
benzoic acids are obtained by fusing the two disulpho- 
benzoic acids with potassium hydroxide. One of these 
dioxy-acids forms crystals, .not coloured by ferric chloride. 
Dip (dip>, v. Pa. t. and ppie. dipped, dipt, 
pr. pple. dipping. Forms : 1 dypp-an,dipp-an, 
2-6 dypp-e(n, 3-5 duppe(n (it), 3-6 dippe, 6- 
dip. Fa. t. 6 dypte, dypped, 6 - dipped 
dippit), 7 dipped, dip’d, 7- dipt. Pa. pple. 1-6 
dypped, (5 deppyd), 6- dipped (Sc. dippit), 7- 
dipt. [OE. dyppan wk. vb. (pa. t. dypte, pple. 
dypped'.— OTeut. *dupjan, f. weak grade dup- of 
ablaut series *deup-, daup dup-, whence the adj. 
Deep (:—*deup-oz). Cf. the cognate Depe v.] 

I. Transitive senses. 

1 . To put down or let down temporarily or par- 
tially in or into a liquid, or the like, or the vessel 
containing it (usually with the notion of wetting, or 
of taking up a portion of the liquid, etc.) ; to im- 
merse ; to plunge (but with less implication of force 
and splashing, the sound of the word expressing a 
light though decided act). 

c 1000 Ags. Gosp. Mark xiv. 20 Se Se his hand on disce 
mid me dypS. c 1000 Sax. Leechd. III. 1x8 Nino. J? anne 
hnesce wulle and dupe on ele. 1340 Hampole Pr. Consc. 
8044 A vesselle dypped alle bidene In water, or in other 
lycour thyn. 1382 Wyclif Luke xvi. 24 Fadir Abraham ; . 
send Lazarus, that he dippe the last part of his fyngur in 
watir, and kele my tunge. 1535 Coverdale John xiii. 26 
It is he vnto whom I dyppe the soppe & geue it. And he 
dypte in the soppe and gaue it vnto Iudas Iscarioth. 1581 
Mulcaster Positions xxv ii. (1887)304 The Germains, .vsed 
then to dippe their new borne children into extreme cold 
water. 1602 Shaks. Ham. iv, vii. 143, I but dipt a knife 
in it. 1651 Hobbes Le%riath. in. xxxvi. 224 Clothed in 
a garment dipt in bloud. 1743 Pope Dune. iv. 163 A Poet 
the first day he dips his quill. 1801 Med. Jrnl. XXL 82 
A piece of loaf bread, dipt in cold water, 1823 Lamb Elia 
Ser, 11. New Year's Coming of Age, He dipt his fist into 
the middle of the great custard. 1839 G. Bird Nat. Philos. 
144 If a magnet be dipped in iron filings, it will attract, 
and cause them to adhere to its surface. 

absol. 1607 Shaks. Timon m. ii. 73 Who can call him 
his Friend, That dips in the same dish? 1878 Browning 
Poets Croisic 83 Up with quill, Dip and indite ! 
fig. 1581 Pettie Guazzo's Civ. Cottv. i\. (11386) 67 For 
you dip somewhat the Pensill of your Tongue in the fresh 
and cleere coulour of the Tuscan e tongue. 2602 Shaks. 
Ham. iv. vii. 19 The great loue the generall gender beare 
him, Who dipping alibis; Faults in their affection, Would 
. . Conuert his Gyues to Graces. 1818 Shelley Rev. Islam 
ix. xii, By . .the' name Of thee, and many a tongue which, 
thou hadst dipped in flame. 

2 . To immerse in baptism ; to baptize by immer- 
sion (now usually contemptuous'). In quot, 1602 
= Christen v. 3. Also absol. 

r 975 Rnshw. Gosp. Matt. iii. n Ic eowic depu & dyppe 
in weettre in hreunisse. c 1200 Ormin 1551 J>urrh hatt tatt 
tu fullhtnesst hemm & unnderr waterr dippesst. c 2315 
Shoreham ii And wanne hi cristneth ine the foun^The 
prestes so thries duppeth. In the honur of the Trinite. 
c 1400 Maundev. (Roxb.) iii. 10 pai make bot ane vnccioun, 
when pai cristen childer, ne dippes paim but anes in pe 
fount. 2552 Bk. Com. Prayer, Publ. Baptism Rubric, 


Then the Priest shall take the child ,. and .. shall dip 
it in the water. 2602 Marston Ant. fy Mel % 1. Wks. 
2S56 I. xg It pleas’d the font to dip me Rossaline. 1639 
Saltmarsh Policy 73 These whom wee would have 
members of a Visible Church, we baptize and dip. 1766 
Wesley Wks. (1872) III. 248 He and six-and-twenty 
more have been dipped I 1876 Bancroft Hist. U. S.I1. 
xxx. 262 The confessions .. began to be directed against 
the Anabaptists. Mary Osgood was dipped by the devil. 

8. In various technical processes : see also Dip- 
ping vbl. sb. 1. spec. a. To immerse in a colouring 
solution ; to dye, imbue. Also with the colouring 
matter as subject, or with the resulting colour as 
object, (poetic) 

2667 Milton P. L. v. 283 Six wings he [a Seraph] wore 
..the middle pair., round Skirted his loines and thighes 
with downie Gold And colours dipt in Heav’n. Ibid. xi. 
244 Iris had dipt the wooff. 2712-4 Pope Rape Lock 11. 65 
Thin glitt’ ring textures of the filmy dew. Dipt in the richest 
tincture of the skies. 2780 Cowper Table T. 703 Fancy 
that from the bow that spans the sky Brings colours dipped, 
in Heaven. 2887 Bowen Virg. Mneid y. 212 Raiment 
dipped in the purple. 

D. To make (a candle) by repeatedly dipping a 
wick in melted tallow. 

2712 Act 10 Anne in Lond. Gas. No. 5031/6 Before he 
begins to make or dip any Making or Course of Candles. 
c 2863 Letheby in Circ. Sc. I. 93/2 To dip a number of 
candles at the same time. 

c. To dip sheep : To bath them in a poisonous 
liquor for the purpose of killing the vermin and 
cleansing the skin. 

1840 Jrnl. Roy. Agric . Soc . Ser. r. I. 324 A person who 
travels from farm to farm dipping sheep for the ticks. 2847 
Trans, Highl. <$• Agric. Soc. Scot. Ser. iii. II. 300 Three 
men to dip and a boy to drive water, can easily bathe 600 
to 800 sheep in a day. 2853 Catal, R. Agric . Soc. Show 1 
Such is the importance . . of dipping with this composition, 
that no extensive flock-master ought to be without it. 

4 . To suffuse with moisture; to impregnate by, 
or as if by, immersion. 

1634 Milton Comtes 802 A cold shuddering dew Dips me 
all o’er. 2678 Dryden All for Love n. l, These poison'd 
Gifts Miriads of bluest Plagues lie underneath 'em. And 
more than Aconite has dipt the Silk. 

fb. fig. Applied to the use of the liquor in 
which a toast is drunk. Obs. 

ax6 57 R. Loveday Lett. (1663) 36 We dip’d some choice 
healths . . in the best Laurentian Liquor. Ibid. 95 Diping 
your health in the noblest liquor. 

c. To penetrate, as by dipping; to dip into. rare. 
1843 Tennyson Morte d' Arthur 143 But ere he dipt the 
surface, rose an arm . . And caught him [i.e. Excalibur the 
sword] by the hilt. 

5 . To obtain or take up by dipping ; to lift out 
of a body of liquid, etc. : usually with up. 

To dip snuff' (South. U. S.) : to take snuff by dipping a 
split or brush-like stick or bit of rattan into it and rubbing 
it upon the teeth and gums. 

2602 Carew Cornwall 30 b, The shrimps are dipped up 
in shallow water by the shore side, with little round nets. 
1824 Miss Mitford Village Ser. 1. (1863) 45 There she 
stands at the spring, dipping up water for to-morrow. 
1848-60 Bartlett Diet. Atner To dip snuff, a mode of 
taking tobacco. 1861 L. L. Noble Icebergs 272 Fresh 
water may be dipped in winter, from small open spaces in 
the bay. 2886 Century Mag. Feb. 586 Sam Upchurch 
smoked his pipe, and Peggy dipped snuff, but Dyer de- 
clined joining them in using tobacco. 

6. transf. To lower or let down for an instant, 
as if dipping in a liquid; spec, to lower and then 
raise (a flag) as a naval salute, or (a sail) in tacking. 

2776 Trial of Nundocomar 43/2 He dipt his seal on the 
cushion Link-pad], and sealed the bond. 2859 Reade Love 
me little II. iv. 174 f They have not got to dip their sail, 
as we have, every time we tack ’ . * * I and the boy will dip 
the lug’.. Now this operation is always a nice one, parti- 
cularly in these small luggers, where the lug has to be 
dipped, that is to say, lowered and raised again on the 
opposite side of the mast. 2882 Nares Seamanship (ed. 6) 
148 The men who dip the sail should stand on the lee side. 
2894 C. N. Robinson Brit. Fleet 179 To-day, ‘dipping the 
flag 1 is an act of courtesy; men-of-war do not do it to one 
another, but if merchant ships ‘ dip ' their ensigns to them 
they reply in a similar manner. 

b. To cause to sink ; to lower, depress. 

2879 Geo. Eliot Coll. Break/. P. 418 Duty or social good 
. . would dip the scale. 

7. fig. To immerse, involve, implicate (in any 
affair, esp. of an undesirable kind). Chiefly in 
pass. (Cf. Deep a, 19,) Obs. exc. as in b. 

a 1627 Middleton Changeling in. iv, A woman dipp’d in 
blood, and talk of modesty 1 1671-3 Sir C. Lyttelton in 
Hatton Corr. (1878) 74 S r Steph. Fox is dipt 70,000! ’’ deepe in 
that concerne. 2678 Dryden Kind Keeper Prol., True Wit 
has seen its best Days long ago, It ne’er look'd up, since we 
were dipt in Show. 1700 • — Fables Pref. (Globe) 500 He 
was a little dipped in the rebellion of the Commons. 1775 
Burke Corr. (1844) II. 50 Then we shall t>e thoroughly 
dipped, and then there will be no way of getting out, but by 
disgracing England, or enslaving America. 2789 M rs. 
Piozzi Jourtt. France 1 . 139 He was a man deeply dipped 
in judicial astrology. 2798 H. Walpole Lett. (185 jj) I. 
Remin. iii. p. cix, Having been deeply dipped in the iniqui- 
ties of the South Sea. 

b. To involve in debt or pecuniary liabilities ; 
to mortgage (an estate) ; to pawn. ( colloq .) 

2640 Glapthorne Wit in Constable v, If you scome to 
borrow, you may dip Y our chaine. 1693 D ryden Persius vi. 
160 Never dip thy Lands, a 2700 B. E, Diet. Cant. Crew s. v. 
A<*^-«/..Cloaths.. are pawn'd or dipt for.. Money. 2827 
Mar. Edgeworth Tales <$• Novels (Rtldg.) IX. xii. 116 My 
little Jessica has., played away at a rare rate with my ready 
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money— dipped me confoundedly. 1880 Miss Braddon Just 
as I am ii, Nobody had ever been able to say that the 
Courtenay estate was ‘ dipped \ 1883 — Phant. Part. xxxv. 
(1884) 299 The young lady was slightly dipped. 

II. Intransitive semes (some for reft. ; others 
absolute uses). 

8 . To plunge down a little into water or other 
liquid and quickly emerge. Const, in, into, under. 

1387 Trevisa Higden (Rolls) I. 119 A lantern wij> ly^t 
ffete]> a®d swymmeth aboue, and |if pe li3t is iqneynt, it 
duppej? doun and dryncheh 1719 I)e Foe Crusoe (1840) 1 . 
iv. 66 , 1 was fain to dip for it into the water. 1820 W. Irving 
Sketch Bk., Voyage (1887J 24 Her yards would dip into the 
water ; her bow was almost buried beneath the waves. 1843 
Macaulay Lays Anc. Pome, Horat. vii, Unharmed the 
water-fowl may dip In the Volsinian mere. 1865 Swinburne 
Aialanta 16 Oars Break, and the beaks dip under, drinking 
death. 2884 W. C. Smith Kildrostan 1. u 239 Slowly the 
muffled oars dip in the tide. 

9. To plunge one’s hand (or a ladle or the like) 
Into water, etc., or into a vessel, esp. for the pur- 
pose of taking something out. b. slang. To pick 
pockets, c. To dip {deeply, etc.) into ends purse , 
means , etc. : {fig . ) to wi thdraw or expend a consider- 
able sum, to trench upon means. 

1697 Dryden Persius 11. 38 Suppose I dipp’d among the 
worst, and Stains chose. 2817 Sporting Mag. ( Farmer), 1 have 
dipped into 150.. pockets and not found a shilling, a 1847 
Mrs. Sherwood Lady of Manor I. viii. 334 In early life he 
had dipped so deeply Into his property as obliged him to 
leave the country. 1884 Chr. World 29 June 453/2 As new 
schools are built, Mr. Mundella must dip more deeply into 
the national purse. 

10. To fish by letting the bait dip and bob lightly 
on the water ; — • Dap v. 1 , Dib v 2 3, Dibble v 2 2. 

2799 G* Smith Laboratory II. 272 The few which you may 
..take, by dipping or dapping, will scarcely be eatable. 
2875 [see Dipping vbl. xAJ. 

11. iransf. To sink or drop down through a small 
space, or below a particular level, as if dipping into 
water ; to go down, sink, set. 

a 237 s Joseph Arbn. 534 He mette a gome on an hors . , 
He hente vp his hachet and huttes him euene.. Wijx J?e dej? 
in his hals downward he duppes. 2654 Whitlock Zootomia 
312 Use the North Starre of the Ancients, till . . that Guide 
dippeth under the Horizon. 1720 Lett.fr. Lond. Jrnl. (1721) 
58 Before he had told it all, the Sun dipt in. 1781 Cowper 
Hope 374 Suppose the beam should dip on the wrong side. 
1798 Coleridge Anc. Mar. in, The Sun’s rim dips ; the stars 
rush out. 2853 K- ane Grinnell Exp. iv. (1856) 31 During 
the bright twilight interval he [the sun] will dip but a few 
degrees below the horizon. 2884 Black Juai SJiaks. ix, 
The swallows dipping and darling under the boughs. 

b. To move the body downwards in obeisance ; 
to drop a curtsy ; to ‘ bob ’. 

2827 Byron Beppo bev, To some she curtsies, and to some 
she dips.'' 

C. To extend a little way downwards or below 
a surface (without motion) ; to sink. 

1854 Ronalds & Richardson Chem. Tecknol (ed. 2)1.292 
The short pipes v are consequently allowed to project about 
that much above the level of the plate, while their lower 
extremities dip into shallow cups which remain filled with 
liquid. 2878 L. P. Meredith Teeth 68 Superficial decay [of 
the tooth] is confined to the enamel covering, or dips hut 
slightly into the dentine. 2887 Bowen Virg. AEneid m. 
536 Two turreted precipice blocks Dip, like walls, to the 
wave. 

12. To have a downward inclination ; to incline 
or slope downwards ; to be inclined to the horizon : 
spec, of the magnetic needle, and in Geol. of strata 
(see Dip sb. 4 , 5 ), 

1665 Hooke Microgr. 172 The plain of it lies almost hori- 
zontal, but onely the forepart does dip a little, or is some- 
what more deprest. 2727-51 Chambers Cycl. s. v. Dipping- 
needle, A magnetical needle so hung as that, .one end dips, 
or inclines to the horizon. 27451 Hooson Miner's Diet. G iij, 
Dipp is when the Flat-Beds lies not Level!, but declines 
some way, and it is by them that we know when the Rock 
Dipps, unless we be on the Top of It. 2796 Withering 
Brit, Plants IV. 251 [Fungi]. .Pileus convex.. edge dipping 
down, 2$? to a inches over. 1806 Gazetteer Scotl. (ed. a) 70 
The strata are in some instances perpendicular to the 
horizon, and in all dip very much. 18m Scoresby Acc. 
Arctic Reg. II. 539 In this hemisphere, the north end of the 
needle dips, but the contrary in the southern hemisphere, 
where the south end of the needle dips. 2879 E. Garrett 
House by Works 1 . 140 You have no Idea how the road dips. 

13. To go (more or less) deeply into a subject. 

1755 Young Centaur ii. Wks. 1757 IV. 134 But I shall not 

dip so deep in its consequences. 2842 Tennyson Locksley 
H. 35 Here about the beach I wander’d.. When I dipt into 
the future far as human eye could see. 

14. To dip into (a book, a subject of study) : to 
enter slightly and briefly into a subject, without 
becoming absorbed or * buried * in it ; said especi- 
ally of reading short passages here and there in a 
book, without continuous perusal'. 

(Cf- skim, to read superficially and slightly but contin- 
uously.) 

*682 Dryden Relig. Laid Pref, (Globe) 191 They cannot 
dip into the Bible, but one text or another will turn up for 
their purpose. 2685 Goad C elect. Bodies 11. i. 123 You can- 
not dip into a Diary but you will find it. 2760 Gray Lett , 
Wks. 1884 ID. 24, 1 have not attentively read him, but only 
dipp’d here and there. 1777 W. Dalrymfle Trav. Sp. # 
Port Pref. 4 , 1 have endeavoured to dip a little into the 
state of government. 2754 Sullivan View Nat. II, Might 
not Moses have dipped . . in the same source with the authors 
of the Shaasta? 2877 A. B. Edwards Up Nile iv. 96 We 
have of course been dipping into Herodotus. 


Dip (dip), sb. [f. Dip z\] 

1. An act of dipping ; a plunge or brief immersion 
in water or other liquid ; also transf. and fig. ; see 
various senses of the verb. 

3599 Marston See. Villanie 1. iv. 189 For ingrain’d Habits, 
died with often dips, Are not so soone discoloured. 2686 
Goad Celest. Bodies 1. xvi. ioi The Celerity of a Boat is 
continued by a successive dip of the Oar. 2727-51 Chambers 
Cycl. s.v. Candle , A trough to catch the droppings, as the 
Candles are taken out each dip. 1796 Mrs. Glasse Cookery 
xiv. 248 Have ready . . a pan of clean cold water, just give 
your pudding one dip in. 2843 James Forest Days ii, ‘ I’ll 
give him a dip in the horse pond \ 2871 J. Miller Songs* 
Italy (1878) 14 There was only the sound of the long oars’ 
dip, As the low moon sailed up the sea. 2874 L. Stephen 
Hours in Library (1892) II. ii. 51 He rode sixty miles from 
his house to have a dip in the sea. 1879 J . J. Y oung Ceram. 
Art 81 Stone- ware is very seldom glazed by a * dip 

b. A dip in or into (a book) : see Dip v. 14 . 

2760 Foote Minor 1. (1767) 25 Come, shall we have a dip 

in the history of the Four Kings this morning ? 1838 Jas. 
Grant Sk. Lond. 373 A half-hour’s ‘ dip ’ into some circulat- 
ing-library book. 

c. The act of dipping tip liquid, e.g. ink with the 
pen ; the quantity taken up at one act of dipping. 

1841 S. Warren 10,000 ayear III. 10 He took bis pen in his 
right hand with a fresh dip of ink in it. 1889 Durham Univ. 
Jrnl. 196 The same ‘ dip of ink 1 is always ready. 

d. A curtsy, a 4 bob ’ : cf. Dip v. 1 1 b. 

1792 Wolcott tP. Pindar) Ode to Burke Wks. 1812 III. 38 
Then the Dame will answer with a dip. 2808 — Ep. to 
Mrs. Clarke ibid. V. 392 The nods of Monarchs and the 
dips of Queens. 

e. Agoing down out of sight or below the horizon. 

1864 Tennyson En. A rd. 244 Ev’n to the last dip of the 

vanishing sail She watch’d it. 

f. Plant. The position of being dipped or lowered 
(of a sail : see Dip v. 6 ) : in phr. at the dip. 

1886 J. M. Caulfkild Seamanship Notes 6 The church 
pendant is used at the dip at the inizen truck while working 
cables. 1893 Markham m Daily News 3 July 5/6 , 1 directed 
my flag lieutenant to keep the signal . . at the dip. 

2. Depth or amount of submergence (e.g. of a 
paddle-wheel) or depression ; depth or distance 
below a particular level ; depth of a vessel, etc. 

1793 Sm baton Edy stone L. § 97 That ruler would mark 
upon the upright rod, the dip of the point on which it stood, 
below the level of the instrument. 1874 Knight Did. Meek., 
Dip , the depth of submergence of the float of a paddle- 
wheel. 2880 Act 43-4 Viet. c. 24 § 17 Any attempt . . to de- 
ceive him in taking the dip or gauge of any vessel. 

3. Astron. and Surveying. The angular distance 
of the visible horizon below the horizontal plane 
through the observer’s eye ; the apparent depression 
of the horizon due to the observer’s elevation, which 
has to be allowed for in taking the altitude of a 
heavenly body. 

2774 M. Mackenzie Maritime Surv. 1. 18 A Table of the 
Depression, or Dip, of the Horizon of the Sea. 2820 Scoresry 
Ace. Arctic Reg. 1 . 444 The dip of the sea . . at 20 feet height 
of the eye, the error would be sfijmiles. 1828 J. H. Moore 
Pract. Navig. (ed. 20) 254 The dip to be subtracted in the 
fore observation, and to be added in the back observation. 
2875 Bedford Sailor's Pocket-bk. v. (ed. 2> 182 Measure 
angle . . from maintop ; add dip for that height. 

4. The downward inclination of the magnetic 
needle at any particular place ; the angle which 
the direction of the needle makes with the horizon. 

1727-51 Chambers Cycl. s.v. Dipping-needle , The dip . . in 
the year 1576 he found at London to he 72° 50V But the 
dip varies. 1820 Scoresby Acc. Arctic Reg. II. 545 The 
intensity of the magnetic force was the greatest where the 
dip was the greatest. 283a Nat. Philos., Magnetism iii. § 98. 
24 (Useful Knowl. Soc.)The dip diminishes as we approach 
the equator, and increases as we recede from it on either side. 
c 1865 J. Wylde in Circ. Sc. I. 245/2 At the present time, 
the dip for London is about 67°. 

5. Downward slope of a surface ; esp. in Mining 
and Geol. the downward slope of a stratum or 
vein : estimated, as to direction, by the point of 
the compass towards which the line of greatest 
slope tends, and as to magnitude, by its angle of 
inclination to the horizon. 

1708 J. C. Compl. Collier (1845) 40 There is a Rise, or 
Ascent, for a Colliery under Ground, and so by Consequence 
the Contrary Way a Dip or Setling. 2747 W. Hooson 
Mined s Diet G iij, The natural Dipp of a Vein is when It 
runs it self more down into the Rock 2789 Brand Hist. 
Newcastle 1 1 . 679 The strata . . have an inclination or descent, 
called the dip, to some particular part of the horizon. 1S32 
De la Becke Geol. Man. (ed. 2) 545 The direction of faults 
and mineral veins, and the dip of strata, are daily becoming 
of greater importance^ 2877 A. H. Green Phys. Geol. 343 
The line of dip is the line of greatest inclination that can be 
drawn on the surface of a bed. 2891 S, C. Scrivener Fields 
& Cities 20 The very sudden lowering of the water-line in 
the river just around the gap, and the dip of the water 
quickly and more quickly approaching the gap. 

6 . A hollow or depression to which the surround- 
ing high ground dips or sinks. 

2789 W. Gilpin Wye r2g Woody bills which form beautiful 
dips at their intersections. 2834 Beckford Italy 1 . 173 We 
saw groves and villages in the dips of the hills. 1863 Geo. 
Eliot Romola 11. viii, The great dip of ground . . making a 
gulf between her and the sombre calm of the mountains. 
1878 H. M. Stanley Dark Cont. I. xvi. 434 The main 
column arrived at the centre of the dip in the Uzimba ridge. 

7. (Short for dip- candle.) A candle made by re- 
peatedly dipping a wick into melted tallow. 

1815 W. H. Ireland Scribbleomania 15 Paper ..brown 
sugar to fold, Tea, soap . . dip or choice mould. 2829 


MarryatX Mildmay viii, A purser’s dip — vnlgo, a farthing 
candle. 42865 Letheby in Circ. Sc. I. 93/2 Two sorts of 
candles are commonly met with in commerce— namely dips 
and moulds. 2887 Stevenson Underwoods 1. xxx. 63 , 1 am 
a kind of farthing dip Unfriendly to the nose and eyes. 

8 . A preparation into which something is dipped, 
as bronzing-dip, sheep-dip, etc. (cf. Dip v. 3 ). 

2872 Trans . Highl. $ Agile. Soc. Scat. Ser. iv. III. 269 
Any other dips I have seen. 2877 N. W. Linc . Gloss., Dip, 
a poisonous liquid in which sheep are dipped to kill fags. 
1883 R- Haldane Workshop Receipts Ser. 11. 244 The bronz- 
ing dip may be prepared by dissolving in r gal. hot water 
k lb. each perchloride of iron and perchloride of copper. 
2885 Daily News 15 Feb. 5/6 Before the arrival of the last 
convoy there the carbolic acid was exhausted. Sheep dip 
had to be substituted. 

0. A sweet sauce for puddings, etc. {local Eng. 
and U.S.) 

a 2825 For by Voc. E. Anglia, Dip, a sauce for dumplings, 
composed of melted butter, vinegar, and brown sugar. 2884 
Cheshire Gloss., Dip, sweet sauce eaten with pudding. If 
flavoured with brandy it is called Brandy-dip. 

10. Thieves' slang. A pickpocket ; also pocket- 
picking. (Cf. Dip v. 9 b.) 

2859 in Matsell Vocab. 26 (Farmer). 2888 St. Louis 
Globe Democrat k Farmer Ainer. ), A dip touched the Canadian 
sheriff for his watch and massive chain while he was reading 
the Riot Act. 

11. Combi [In some cases it is the verb-stem 
rather than the sb.] : dip-bucket, a bucket con- 
trived to turn easily and dip into water ; dip- 
candle, a candle made by repeatedly dipping a 
wick in melted tallow, a dipped candle; dip- 
circle, a dipping-needle having a vertical graduated 
circle for measuring the amount of the dip ; dip- 
head, a heading driven to the dip in a coal-mine 
in which the beds have a steep inclination ; whence 
dip-head level ; dip-needle = Dipping-needle ; 
dip-net, a small net with a long handle, used to 
catch fish by dipping it in the water ; dip-pipe, a 
valve in the hydraulic main of gas works, etc., ar- 
ranged to dip into water or tar, or other liquid, and 
form a seal ; a seal-pipe ; dip-rod, a rod on which 
candle-wicks are hung to be dipped ; dip-section, 
a section showing the dip of the strata ; dip-sector, 
a reflecting instrument on the principle of the sex- 
tant, used to ascertain the dip of the horizon : see 
Sector ; dip-side, the side on which the dip or 
declivity is ; dip-splint, a kind of friction match ; 
dip-trap, a drain trap formed by a dip or de- 
pression of the pipe in which water stands so as 
to prevent the upward passage of sewer-gas ; dip- 
well, a well whence water is got by dipping. 

1829 Marry at F. Mildmay ii, On it stood a brass candle- 
stick, with a *dip-candle. 1864 Thackeray D. Duval vii. 
(1869) 96 The apprentice . . came up . . from the cellar with a 
string of dip-candles. 2876 Davis Polaris Exp. ix. 218 Ode 
of the snow houses was designed for the *dip-circle. 2882 
Maxwell Electr. § Magn. II. xi6 A new dip-circle, in 
which the axis of the needle .. is slung on two filaments 
of silk or spider’s thread, the ends of the filaments being 
attached to the arms of a delicate balance. 2875 Ure 
Diet. A rts III. 326 Were the coal-field an entire elliptical 
basin, the *dip-head levels earned from any point would 
be elliptical. Ibid. III. 328 It is, moreover, proper to make 
the first set of pillars next the dip-head much stronger. 1881 
Maxwell Electr. # Magn. II. 213 The magnetic dip is 
found by means of the *Dip Needle. 2858 TThqreau Lett. 
(18651 271 The villagers catching smelts with *dip-nets in 
the twilight. 1874 Knight Diet. Mech. I. 705 The seal-cup 
is charged with tar, which permits the movable *d ip-pipe to 
be lifted into or out of the main. 1884 Nature 13 Nov. 33 It is 
admirably seen in *dip-section on the east and north slopes. 
1833 Herschel Astron. i. 26 The visible area, as measured 
by the *dip-sectoi\ 2834 Mechanic's Mag. 445. 2853 Kane 
Grinnell Exp. ix. (1856) 67 Minute observations of dip- 
sectors and repeating-eircles. 1875 Ure Did. A rts III. 325 
Have on the *dip side of the level a small quantity of water 
.. so as to guide the workmen in driving the level. 189a 
NortJmmbld. Glass., Dip-side, the low side. 2883 E. A. 
Parkes Pract. Hygiene x. § 2. 367 The common mason’s or 
*dip-trap, and the notorious D trap. 1894 B. Fowler in 
P roc. Geol. Assoc. XII 1. 364 This clay throws out two fine 
springs, forming *dip-wells, in Hammer village. 

Dipar, obs. form of Diaper. 

Bipartite (daipautait), a. ff. Dr- 1 , L. dis- 
asunder + partlt-us divided, f. fartire to divide, 
part. (The L. compound was dispertitus.)] Di- 
vided into various parts. So Dipartited fpl. a. ; 
Blparti'tioii, division, parting asunder. 

2825 New Monthly Mag. XIII. 62 Whose form is either 
dipartited, or disposed in conglomerated magnificence. 1838 
G. S. Faber Hist. Vallenses in. ix. 399 All men shall pass 
two ways ; the good, to glory ; the wicked, to torment 
But, if any one shall not believe this dipartition, let him at- 
tend to Scripture from the end to the commencement. 2885 
Ruskin Prteterita I. Hi. 83 Upon which I found my claim 
to the sensible reader’s respect for these dipartite writings. 

Bipa*sclial, a. [f. Di - 2 twice -t- Paschal.] 
Including two passovers. 

a 2840 L. Carpenter cited in Worcester. 

Dip-bucket, -circle : see Dir sb. ir. 

Dipchick, var. of Dabchick. 

Dipe, obs. form of Deep. 

Dip-ears (drp^iz). Also dip-ear. [f. Dip v. 
4 * Ear : ‘from Its graceful movements . 31 Swainson.] 
A marine bird, the little Tern, Sterna minuta. 
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18% Swainson Pros/. Names Brit. Birds 204 Little Tem 
{Sterna minuta ) . . Dip ears (Norfolk). 

BipetaloUS (daipe -talas), a, Bet. [f. mod.L. 
dipetal us (f. Gr. 5t- (Di~ 2 ) twice + virdk-ov 
leaf. Petal) + -ous.] Having two petals. 

1707 Sloane Jamaica I, Pref., Those which are Mono- 
petalous first, Those Bipetalous next. 1883 in Syd. Sac, Lex. 

Mpkanite (drfanait). Min. [f. (1846) Gr. 

bis twice, doubly + -<j>av~r)s showing, appearing 
+ -ite : c because it has quite a different aspect 
according to the direction in which it is looked 
at ’.] A name given by Nordenskioid to a mineral 
now regarded as belonging to the species Mae- 

GARITE. 

Viewed from the side, its prisms are bluish, transparent, 
and of vitreous lustre ; looking down on the base, they are 
white, opaque, and of nacreous lustre. 

1850 Dana Min. 292. 1868 Ibid. 507 Dtphanke is from the 
Emerald mines of the Ural, with chrysoberyl and phenacite. 

Diphasic (daif<?‘*zik), a. [f. Gr. fk- (Di- -) 
twice t (fxxcns appearance, phase + -to.] Char- 
acterized by having two phases : spec, used of an 
electric variation of which the period of duration is 
divided into two stages, one positive and the other 
negative. 

1881 Burdon Sanderson in Phil. Trans . CLXXIII. 7 
The diphasic character of the variation, .is due to the inter- 
ference of the opposite electromotive actions of the upper 
and under cells. 

Dip-head: see Dip sb. n. 

Diphen- in chemical terms: see Bi- 2 2, Phen-. 
Dipkenic (daifrnik), a. Chem . [f. Di- 2 + 

Phenic.J In diphenic acid (2C 6 Ii 4 -CO-OH) ob- 
tained by the oxid ation of phenanthrene, one of the 
constituents of coal-tar. Its salts are BipBenates. 

1875 Watts Diet. Chem. VII. 434 Diphenic acid heated 
with excess of quick lime, is converted, not into diphenyl, 
but into diphenylene ketone. 

Bipkeuol (dailrnpl). Chem . [f. Di- 2 + Phenol 
( f. as next + -OLin alcohol).'] 

An aromatic alcohol having the composition 
(C 6 H t OH) 2 (that of Phenol being QH^OH). 
It has isomeric modifications, crystallizing in col- 
ourless rhombic crystals, and in shining needles. 

1877 Watts Fowttes ' Ckem. II. 567 Dioxydiphenyl or Di- 
phenol. 

. Bipkenyl (doife-nil). Chem. [f. Di- 2 4 - Phenyl, 
F. phlnyle (f. ipalvctv to show, bring to light <+• 
vkrj substance: see -yl.] An aromatic hydro- 
carbon having the formula C«$H C c H s , or twice 
that of the radical Phenyl. 

1873 Fames' Chem. (ed. 11) 758. 1877 Watts ibid. (ed. 12) 

II. 562 Diphenyl crystallizes from alcohol in iridescent 
nacreous scales. 

b. alt rid. and Comb., as diphenyl group, diphenyl 
ketone, diphenyl-methane , etc. 

Diphe'nylambne, a crystalline substance having a pleasant 
odour and weakly basic properties, prepared by the dry dis- 
tillation of rosamline blue, and used in the preparation of 
various dye-stuffs ; hence diphenylamine blue— spirit blue. 

1863-72 Watts Diet. Chem. IV. 453 Diphenylamine heated 
with chloride of benzoyl yields diphenyl-benzamide. 1882 
A thenxum 25 Mar. 384/3 This colour is the chloride of a 
base which the author has proved to be diphenyldiamido- 
triphenylcarbinol. 1884 Manch . Exam. 6 Oct. 4/5 The pro- 
cess of manufacture, .of diphenylaminenaphtol, resorcine,or 
alizarine dyes. 

Bipho'spliate. Chem. See Di- 2 2 and Phos- 
phate. 

1826 Henry Elam. Chem. II. 121 There is also . . a di- 
phosphate, consisting of 1 atom of phosphoric acid and 2 
atoms of the protoxide, c 1865 G. Gore in C ire. Sc. 1. 220/2 
Pyrophosphate of soda is easily formed by heating to red- 
ness the common diphosphate of soda. 

Biphrela-tic, a. nonce-wd. [f. Gr. buppykar-yjs 
charioteer + -ic.] Relating to the driving of a 
chariot, chariot-driving, {humorous or affected.) 

1849 De Quincky Eng. Mail Coach Wks. IV. 327 Under 
this eminent man, whom in Greek I cognorninated Cyclops 
diphrelates I . , studied the diphrelatic art. 

Diphtheria tdif^D-ria). Path. [ad. F. diph- 
theric, substituted by Bretonneau for his earlier 
term diphtherite : see Diphtherttis.] 

An acute and highly infectious disease, character- 
ized by inflammation of a mucous surface, and by 
an exudation therefrom which results in the forma- 
tion of a firm pellicle or false membrane. Its chief 
seat is the mucous membrane of the throat and air 
passages, but other mucous surfaces are at times 
attacked, as are also wounds or abrasions of the 
skin, : 

1857 Godfrey in Lancet Nov. 542 Report on Cases of 
Diphtheria or malignant sore throat. 1858 Chron. in Ann. 
Meg'. 1 A_ disease of a new name has been recognised. 
From having first been noticed at Boulogne it was called 
the Boulogne sore throat ; it has now received the medical 
name of Diphtheria. 1858 Sat. Rev. VL 11/2 To save us 
from cholera, typhus, and diphtheria, i860 Fima Syd* Sac* 
Year-bk. 151 Ranking publishes a lecture on diphtheria, 
in which he describes the disease as one wholly new to 
this country. 1884 Sir L. Playfair . 9/. in. Pari 18 Mar., 
Diphtheria . . when first imported from France in 1855, we 
used to call the Boulogne sore throat. 

# attrib. ; . x83x ' ' Daily News 14 , Sept. ' 5/4 -The . Russian 
journals publish some terrible details of the diphtheria 
epidemic in Russia. 1892 Daily News 21 Mar. 6/2 The 


diphtheria handbill which the sanitary authorities have 
published. 1895 Brit. Med. Jml 30 Mar, 721 The girl s 
throat was . . found to contain the diphtheria bacillus. 

Hence BipMlie’riaX, DiphtBerian adjs. % of or 
belonging to diphtheria. 

1883 Syd. Sec. Lex., Diphtherial. 1893 Brit. Med. 
Jml. 26 Aug. 487 A detailed report on ... the chemical 
pathology of diphtheria, and on diphtherial palsy. 1884 
Pall Mall G. 3 July 3/1 Sucking a tube to draw out the 
‘diphtherian matter * m his child:? throat. xBgt G. Mere- 
dith One of our Conq. I. xii. 228 The diphtherian whisper 
the commonalty hear of the commonalty. 

Diphtheric (-e-rik) f a. [f. Diphtheria + -ic.] 
- Diphtheritic. 

1859 Semple Mem. Diphtheria v. 177 The diphtheric 
virus, i860 New Syd. Sec. Year-bk. 152 Diphtheric affec- 
tion of the skin. 1887 J. C. Morison Service of Man {1889) 
192 The surgeon who sucks diphtheric poison from a dying 
child's throat and dies himself in consequence. 

}| Diphtherite (French): see Diphtherttis. 
Diphtheritic (difjierrtik), a. [mod. f. Diph- 
theritis ; in F. diphtkeritique (Littre).] Of the 
nature or character of diphtheria ; belonging to or 
connected with diphtheria. 

1847-9 Todd Cycl. Anat. IV. 118 The deposits which 
we include under the title Diphtheritic. 1830 Ramsay in 
Dublin Med. Press Aug. 137 (title) Diphtheritic Inflamma- 
tion of the Pharynx and Tonsils. 1884 R. Marryat in 
19 thCent. May 845 A woman, .suffering from a diphtheritic 
sore-throat. 

b. Affected with or suffering from diphtheria. 
x88o Boston Jml. CJum . Dec. 143 Dr. Day has often pre- 
scribed for diphtheritic patients . . a gargle composed of 
. . salt dissolved in . . water. 

Hence Diplrfclieritically adv., in the maimer of 
diphtheria. 

1886 Cresswell in Sanitarian (N. Y.) XVII. 202 Likeli- 
hood of rendering them diphtheritically infectious. 

Diphtheritis (difyerartis). Path. Also 
|{(Fr.) diphtherite. [mod. f. Gr. di<p$epa or 
tiupdepts skin, hide, piece of leather 4- -ms ; the 
disease being so named on account of the tough 
membrane developed upon the parts affected. 

First used in 1821 in the French form diphtherite by 
Bretonneau of Tours in a paper before the French Academy, 
published 1826; the word was taken into English and 
German medical literature, usually as diphtherttis , though 
the Fr. form was occasional in the scanty English notices 
of the disease before 1857. In 185s, Bretonneau in a new 
memoir substituted the name dipkthirie, probably because 
terms in -ite, -ms, are properly formed on names of the 
part affected, as in bronchitis, laryngitis ; in Eng. this 
was adapted as diphtheria, when ‘Boulogne sore-throat’ 
became epidemic here in 1857-58 ; but the.adj. diphtheritic 
was generally retained in preference to diphtheric used by 
some. (Contributed by Dr. W. Sykes.)] 

= Diphtheria. 

[1826 B r etonneau T ra ite de laDiphtherite{lIa.tz.-T>a.rm.), 
Qu'il me soit permis de designer cette phlegmasie par la 
denomination de * diphtherite*. 1839-47 Todd Cycl. Anat. 
III. xi6/r Examples of croup .. analogous to the diph- 
therite of Bretonneau. i860 New Syd. Soc. Year-bk. 151 
The great distinctive mark between diphtherite and croup.] 
1826 Lond. Med. Rev. XXVI. 499 Review of Bretonneau 
on Diphtheritis. 1840 A. Tweedie Syst. Pr act. Med. IV. 
48 This species of angina is characterized by the formation 
of albuminous pellicles on the surface of the inflamed mem- 
brane, whence it was named by M. Bretonneau of Tours 
‘Diphtheritis’. 1855 A. Smith in Dublin IJosp, Gaz. II. 
J49 Diphtheritis successfully treated by chlorate of potash, 
1858 Sat. Rev. VI. 2/1 Diphtheritis has become a name 
more terrible than the small-pox. 1859 C. West Dis. 
Infancy 4 Childhood (ed. 4) xxv. 381 This other disease, 
Angina Maligna, Diphtheritis, or more correctly Diphtheria, 
is no new malady. 

Diphtheroid (di*fJ?eroid), a. [f. as prec. + 
-OID.J Of the form or appearance of diphtheria. 

xB6i Bumstead Ven. Dis. (1879) 450 Diphtheroid [chancre] 
of the glans. 1883 Syd. See. Lex., Diphtheroid, like a 
tanned skin, or like Diphtheria, or a diphtheritic product. 
Ibid., Diphtheroid ulceration. 

Diphthong (drfj^gh sb. Forms: 5-6 dip- 
tong(e, (dypton), 6 dyphtong, diphthong©, 
-gue, 7-9 dipthong, 8 dipthongue, 6- diph- 
thong. [a. F. diphthonguCy earlier dyptongue, ad. 
L . dipkthong-us, a. Gr. blcpOoyyos, adj. having two 
sounds, sb. a diphthong, f. St-, Sis twice, doubly 
-4 <p 6 byyos voice, sound.] 

A union of two vowels pronounced in one syllable ; 
the combination of a sonantal with a consonantal 
vowel. 

The latter is usually one of the two vowels i and it, the 
extremes of the vowel scale, which pass into the consonants 
y, w. When these sounds, called by Melville Bell glides, 
follow the sonantal vowel, the combination is called a 
‘ falling diphthong*, as in out, how, boil, boy * when they 
precede, the combination is a ‘rising diphthong’, as in It, 
nemo, piano. It is common in the latter case to consider 
the first element as the consonant w or y. 

1483 Cath. Angl. 100/2 A Diptonge [MS. A. Dypton], 
diptongus. 1530 Palsgr. 2x3/2 Dqffithonge, diphthangue 
<21637 B- Jonson Eng. Gram, v, Dipthongs are the com- 
plexions, or couplings of Vowel Is. x668 Wilkins Real 
Char. 15 / and u according to our English pronunciation 
of them, are not properly vowels, but Diphthongs. X749 
Power Pros. Numbers 9 All Dipthongs are naturally long. 
But in English Numbers they are often short. 1876 C. P. 
Mason Eng. Gram . (ed. 21V § 17 When two vowel sounds 
are uttered without a break between them, we get what is 
called a vocal or sonant diphthong. 1888 J. Wright O.H. 
German Prim. § 10 All the OHG. diphthongs.. were falling 
diphthongs ; that is* the stress fell upon the first of the two 


elements. 2892 Sweet New Eng. Gram. 230 If two vowels 
are uttered with one impulse of stress, so as to form a 
single syllable, the combination is called a diphthong, such 
as (oi) in oil. 

b. Often applied to a combination of two vowel 
characters, more correctly called Digraph. 

When the two letters represent a simple sound, as ea, on, 
in head i hed), soup \sftp\ they have been termed an improper 
diphthong : properly speaking these are monophthongs 
written by digraphs. 

1530 Palsgr. 1.5 This diphthong ou . . in the frenche tong 
shaibe sounded Tyke as the Italians sounde this vowell it, 
c 1620 A. Hume Brit. Tongue (1865) 10 We have of this thre 
diphthonges, tuae with a befoer, ae and ai, and ane with 
the e befoer, ea. 1668 Price in A. J[. Ellis E. E. Pronunc. 
1. iii. (Chaucer Soc.) 125 That is an improper dipthong that 
loseth the sound of one vowel. There are eight improper 
dipthongs, ea ee ie eo, ea 00 ui, ou obscure as in, cousin. 
1876 C. P. Mason Eng. Gram. (ed. 21) § 17 When two of 
the letters called vowels are written together £0 represent 
either a sonant diphthong or a simple vowel sound, we 
get a written diphthong or digraph. Ibid. § 25 The same 
letter or diphthong often represents very different vowel 
sounds. 

e. esp. In popular use, applied to the ligatures 
se, ce of the Roman alphabet. 

As pronounced in later L., and in modern use, these are 
no longer diphthongs, but monophthongs ; the OE. liga- 
tures as and ce always represented monophthongs. 

1587 Harrison England n. xix. (1877) 1. 3x2 Waldaene with 
a diphthong. 1631 Weever Anc. Pun. Mon. To Rdr. Aij, 

I write the Latine .. as I find it .. E vocall for E diph- 
thong, diphthongs being but lately come into use. 1:702 
Addison Dial. Medals (1727) 20 We find that Felix is 
never written with an as dipthongue. 1756-7 tr. Key sleds 
Trav. (1760)111. 222 The epitaph, in which the dipthong 
se, according to the custom of those times, Is expressed by a 
single e .. Vitam obiit VII Id. Oct. etatis sue ann . I. 4* L. 

d. transf. Applied to a combination of two con- 
sonants in one syllable {consonantal diphthong }, 
especially to such intimate unions as those of eh 
(tj) and dg or j (dg), in church , judge. 

1862 M. Hopkins Hawaii 65 The Hawaiian alphabet .. 
is . . destitute of consonant diphthongs. i88g Pitman Man. 
Phonogr. (new ed.) § 64 The simple articulations/, b, t, d, 
etc. are often closely united with the liquids l and r, form- 
ing a kind of consonant diphthong . . as in plough . . try. 

e. attrib. = Diphthongal. 

1798 H. Blair Led. I. ix (R.), We abound more in vowel 
and diphthong sounds, than most languages. 

Brphthong’* v. [f. prec. sb. : cf. mod.F. 
diphthonguer .] trans. To sound as a diphthong ; 
to make into a diphthong. 

1846 Worcester cites Chr. Observ. 1888 Sweet Eng. 
Sounds 2i Isolative diphthonging or ‘vowel-cleaving* 
mainly affects long vowels. _ Ibid, 277 The characteristic 
feature of the [living English] vowel-system is its diph- 
thonging of all the earlier long monophthongs. 1894 F. j. 
Curtis Rimes of Chariodus 50 Arguments far the diph- 
thonging of i in early texts. 

Diphthongal (dif^-ggar,, a. [f. Diphthong 
sb. + -al.] Of or belonging to a diphthong ; of 
the nature of a diphthong. 

1748 Phil. Trans. XLV. 403 That 7 vocal N otes or Vowels 
..struck, as one may say, in diphthongal or triphthongal 
Chords with each other, may well enough account for the 
Sounds of our Language. 1806 M. Smart in Monthly 
Mag. XXI. 14 So easily does r slide into vowel or dip- 
thongal sounds. 1867 A. J. Ellis E. E. Pronunc. r. iii. 116 
Ben Jonson .. entirely ignores the diphthongal character 
of long i. * 1888 Sweet Eng. Sounds 248 A diphthongal 
pronunciation of the . . words. 

Hence Diphthomg’aUy adv. 

1846 Worcester cites Wylie. Mod. The question whether 
long i was already pronounced diphtbongally in 1500. 

Biphthonga'tion. rare [f. Diphthong 
v . : see -ation. Cf. mod.F. diphthongaisonl\ *** 
DlPHTHONGIZATION. In mod. Diets. 

Biphthongic (difj^-ggik), a. [f. Gr. SttpQoyy- 
ov Diphthong sb. + -ia] = Diphthongal. 

1880 Sweet in President's Addr. Pkilol. Soc. 41 The 
treatment of the diphthongic vowel. 1886 — in Academy 
24 Apr. 295/3 The older true diphthongic pronunciation of 
[Latin] ae and oe nearly as in English by and boy. 

Diphthongize (di-%gg;riz), v. [ad. Gr. Si<p- 
GoyylC-eiv to spell with, a diphthong : see -IZE.] 

1. trans. To turn into a diphthong. 

1868 G. Stephens R nnic Mon. I. 52 All sorts of broaden - 
lugs and thinnings of vowels, diphthongizings [etc.], 1874 
Sweet Eng. Sounds 56, ii and mt being diphthongized. 
1877-9 'Frans. Pkilol. Soc. 458 In German, original long 
i was already diphthongized when the orthography began to 
settle down into its present form. 

2. intr. To form a diphthong. 

1867 A. J. Ellis E. Engl. Pronwtc. 1. iii. 196 This second 
(4) may diphthongise with any preceding vowel. 

Hence DLphthongiza'tion, the changing of a 
simple vowel into a diphthong. 

1874 Sweet Eng. Sounds 70 The most 'prominent ...feature, 
of our present English is its tendency to diphthongization. 

DiphthongOUS (dif ty ggos), a. rare * [f. as 
Diphthong + -ous.] Of the nature of a diphthong ; 
diphthongal. 

1833 Pkilol. Museum II. 116 Mere modulations of the 
voWels, or at most different diphthongous combinations. 

Diphy-, ad. Gr. 5 tfv- from dufyv-rjs, of double 
nature or form, double, bipartite ; a frequent forma- 
tive of modern scientific words : as Drphycerc 
Ickih. [Gr. tcipK-os tail], a diphvcercal fish. 
XSiphycercal (difisovkal) a., having the tail 
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divided into two equal halves by the caudal spine. 
BFp&ycexcy, diphycercal condition. Bi'pbyid 
Zool, a membex* of the Diphyidm, a family of 
Hydrozoa, having a pair of swimming-bells oppo- 
site each other on the upper part of the stem. 
Bi'phyodosit a. [Gr. otovr- tooth], having two dis- 
tinct sets of teeth ; consisting (as teeth) of two sets : 
as in the deciduous and permanent teeth of mam- 
mals ; as sb. a diphyodont mammal. Biphy- 
zo*oid, diphyo- Zool, a free-swimming organism 
consisting of a group of zooids detached from a 
colony of Hydrozoa of the order Siphonophora. 

1883 Syd. Soc. Lear., *Dipkycerc, a fish with the form of 
tail called Diphycercal , 1870 Rolleston Anim. Life 

Introd. 70 A true ^diphycercal tail is finally produced in 
the Acanthopteri. 1871 Huxley Anal. Vert. Anim. i. 16 
The extremity of the spine divides the caudal fin-rays into 
two nearly equal moieties, an upper and a lower, and the 
fish is said to be diphycercal. 1884 Sedgwick tr. Clans' 
Zool. I. 250 These groups of individuals may_ in some 
*diphyids become free and assume a separate existence as 
Eudoxia. 1854 Owen in Circ. Sc. (c 1865) II. xoo/i The 
*diphyodont$ . . generate two sets of teeth. Ibid., The 
diphyodont mammalia. 1883 Flower in Glasgow weekly 
Her. 14 July 8/1 Teeth .. of the simple homodont and 
diphyodont type. 1861 J. R. Greene Man . Anim. Kingd. y 
Ccelent . ico The same naturalist [Huxley] has proposed the 
distinctive term of * *Diphyozooids ' for those singular de- 
tached reproductive portions of adult Calycophoridte which 
received the name of * monogastric Diphydae 1877 Huxley 
Anal. Inv. Anim. Hi. § 3. 145 As they attain their full de- 
velopment, each set becomes detached, as a free-swimming 
complex Diphyzooid. In this condition they grow and alter 
their form and size so much that they were formerly regarded 
as distinct genera. 

Bipliyllcms (doifrbs), a. Bot. [f, mod.L. 
diphyll-us if. Or. St-, (Di- 2 ) twice +<f>vX\-ov leaf) 
4 -ous.] Having two leaves (or sepals). 

1788 Jas. Lee Introd. Bot . 1. xi. (ed. 4) 25 The Calyx .. 
In respect to its Parts it is. . Diphyllous, of two (leaves] as in 
Fumaria. 1819 Pantologia, Diphyllous , in botany, a two- 
leaved calyx : as in papaver and fumaria. 

Diphyo-: see Dipey-. 

Dipliysite (di'fissit), sb. (a.) Theol. [f. Gr. 
St-, Ms twice, doubly 4 <f>v<ns nature 4 -ite.] One 
who held the doctrine (BFphysitFsm), of two 
distinct natures in Christ, a divine and a human, 
as opposed to the monophysite doctrine ; see Dvo- 
PHYSITE. 

Diplanetic (doiplane*tik\ a. Bot. [mod. f. Gr. 
St- Di- - twice + irkairqriK-bs disposed to wander, 
f. TcXav 7 )r 6 s wandering (see Planet).] Having 
two active periods separated by a period of rest : 
said of the zoospores of certain Fungi of the family 
Saprolegniese. So Biplanetism, the condition or 
property of being diplanetic. 

1888 M. M. Hartog in Annals of Bot. 203 note , The ‘first 
form* of zoospore .. is ovoid with a pair of flagella from 
the front The ‘ second form ' is uniform with an anterior 
and posterior flagellum diverging from the hilum. The 
existence of these two forms constitutes the phenomenon 
of diplanetism. 

t Biplanti’&ian, a. 0 b$. [f. Gr. 8 litx 6 -os 

double 4 ai/rt against, opposite 4 tldos form, image 
4 -ian.] Applied to a form of telescope proposed 
by Jeaurat in 1778, giving two images, one direct 
and the other reversed, the coincidence of which 
might be used to determine transits. 

1807 T. Young Led. Nat. Phil, Meek. Arts II. 351. 

DiplarthrotLS jdipla-ijxres), a. Zool. [f. Gr. 
MnXu-os double 4 ap 9 p-ov joint 4 -ous.] Having 
the carpal or tarsal bones doubly articulated, i.e. 
the several bones of one row alternating with those 
of the other, as in ungulate mammals : opp. to 
taxeopodous. So Bipla'rthrism, the condition of 
being diplarthrous. 

1887 E. D. Cope in Amer. Nat. XXI. 987 All ungulates 
in passing from the taxeopodous to the diplarthrous stages, 
traversed the amblyopodous. Ibid. 988 The advance of 
diplarthrism. is in direct ratio to the advance of digiti- 
gradism, for the greater the length of the foot, the greater 
is the elasticity of the leg, and the greater is the torsion. 
BiplasiC (diplae-zik, dai-), a. Pros. [f. Gr. SarXa- 
ottos twofold, double, f. 5 i-, Ms twice 4- -xXacnos 
-fold.] Double, twofold ; having the proportion of 
two to one, as in diplasic ratio, =Gr. dnrXamwv 

,\6fOS. 

1873 J. Hadley Ess. 98 They may have a ratio of two to 
one -a diplasic ratio, ^ as the ancients called it— as in the 
trochee. Ibid., The clipiasic ratio answers to our common 
time. 

Dipla-tinamine. Chem. : see Di- 2 2 and 

+ P LATIN AMINE. 

fl Biple (di*plz), [Gr. SnrXrj, fem. of StirXovs 
double (sc. ypauptfi stroke, line).] A marginal 
mark of this form > , used by the ancient gram- 
marians to indicate various readings, rejected verses, 
beginning of a new paragraph, etc. 

1656 Blount Glossogr., Diple , a note or mark In the 
Margent to signifie that there is somewhat to be amended. 

II SHplegia (daiplrd^ia). Path. [mod.L., f. 
Gr. Si-, Sis twice 4 irXijyrf stroke.] Paralysis 
affecting corresponding parts on both sides of the 


body. Hence Biplegic (dsiple’d^ik) relating 
to diplegia, or to corresponding parts on both sides. 

X883 in Syd. Soc. Lex. 

Bipleidoscope (dipbrd/fskn»p). [f. Gr. dirrXS- 
os double 4 didos form, image 4 - orteowos viewing, a 
watcher.] An instrument consisting of a hollow 
triangular prism, with two sides silvered and one 
of glass, used for determining the meridian transit 
of a heavenly body by the coincidence of the two 
images formed by single and double reflexion. 

1843 E. J. Dent (title), A Description of the Dipleidoscope. 
Ibid. (1867) 14 The criterion for determining the position of 
the Dipleidoscope is, that the two images must coincide, 
or appear as one, when the chronometer shows, according 
to the equation table for 1868, nh. 49 m. 12.1s. 185s 

Offic. Catal. Exkib. I. 414. 1884 F. J. Britten Watch 4 
Clockm. 88 The advantages of the dipleidoscope over the 
ordinary forms of sun dials are : the passage of the sun over 
the meridian is indicated with greater exactness, and the 
reflections may be discerned in weather too cloudy to see 
any shadow on the sun dial. 

ii Bipleura (dsiplu^ra), sb. pi. Morphol. [mod. 
L., neuter pi. of diphur-us, f. Gr. St-, Sis twice 
4 TrXevph side (of the body).] Organic forms with 
bilateral symmetry having a single pair ofantimeres 
or corresponding opposite parts. Hence Bipletrral 
a., zygopleural with only two antimeres. Bipleu*- 
ric a., having right and left sides; exhibiting bi- 
lateral symmetry. 

1883 P. Geddes in Encycl. Brit. XVI. 844/2 The Zygo- 
pleura include forms bilaterally symmetrical m the strictest 
sense, in which not more than two radial planes, and these 
at right angles to each other, are present. Haeckel again 
divides these, according to the number of antimeres, into 
Tetrapleura and Dipleura. Ibid., The term bilateral .. 
must be rigidly restricted . . to the Centropipeda if not indeed 
to dtpleural forms. 

DipXeurobrancMate (daipluerajbrae-gkiet), 

a. Zool. [f. mod.L. Dipleurobranchia (f. Gr. Si- 
twice + it Xevpd side 4 Ppayxta Rills) 4 -ate 2 .] Hav- 
ing the characters of the Dipleurobranchia -or In - 
ferobranchiata , nudibranchiate gastropods having 
foliaceous branchiae situated in a fold on each side 
of the shell-less body. 

Diplex (doi’pleks), a. [An arbitrary alteration 
of duplex after Di - 2 twice (Preece).] Telegr. 
Characterized by the passing of two messages 
simultaneously in the same direction. 

‘ Now (1895) properly restricted to the system whereby the 
transmission of one message is effected by means of a change 
in strength of current only, irrespective of direction, and 
that of the other by change of direction of the currents 
without reference to their strength ’ (W. H. Preece). 

1878 W. H. Preece in Post Office Official Techn. Instruct,, 
Diplex telegraphy consists in sending two messages in the 
same direction at the same time. 1879 G. Prescott Sp. 
Telephone 346 Two messages may be sent over a single wire 
in the same or in opposite directions, and when we do not 
care to particularize either, we simply allude to them under 
the more common generic name of duplex transmission, 
which includes both. When, however, we wish to speak of 
either method by itself, we use the term diplex for simul- 
taneous transmission in the same direction, and contraplex 
for that in opposite directions. 

Biplo- (di*plo\ before a vowel dipl-, combining 
form of Gr. 8 nrX 6 -os, SnrXovs twofold, double, oc- 
casional in ancient Greek, now used in many scien- 
tific terms ; e.g. Biplobacteria sb. pi., bacteria 
consisting of two cells, or adhering in pairs. Bi- 
plobla'stic a. Biol., having two germinal layers, 
the hypoblast and epiblast. Biploca*rtliac a. Zool . , 
having the heart double, i.e. with the right and left 
halves completely separate, as birds and mammals. 
Diploceplialy, monstrosity consisting in having 
two heads. j| Biploco*ccns Biol, a cell formed 
by conjugation of two cells. Diplocomical a., of 
the form of a double cone, Bi'plodal a. Zool [Gr. 
oS-os way 4 -al], of sponges, having both canals, 
prosodal (of entrance) and aphodal (of exit) well 
developed. BLplodoxy nonce-wd. (see quot.). 
Biplogamgliate a., having ganglia arranged in 
pairs; said of a division of animals (. Diplogan - 
gliata) nearly equivalent to Cuvier’s Articulata. 
Biplogemesis, the production of double organs 
or parts instead of single ones ; the formation of 
a double monster ; hence Biplo genetic a.; Biplo- 
ge*nic a., ‘producing two substances; partaking 
of the nature of two bodies’ (Craig 1847). DLplo- 
graph. (see quot.) ; so Biplogra'pliical a., of or 
pertaining to writing double; also Biplo'grapby. 
Biplonen-ral a. A fiat., supplied by two nerves of 
Separate origin, as a muscle ; Biploneuro*se a. Zool , 
belonging to the Diploneura (Grant’s term for the 
Articulata, as having a double nerve-cord running 
along the body) ; Biplonewrous a., ‘having two 
nervous systems; also, belonging to the Diplo- 
neura ’ {Syd. Soc. Lex.). BiploperTstomous a. 
Bot., of mosses, having a double peristome, or fringe 
round the mouth of the capsule. Biploplaxula 
Embry ol., a Placula composed of two layers re- 
sulting from transverse fission; hence Biplopla*- 


cular, Biplopla’culate a. Bi‘plopod a. and sb. 
Zool. , belonging to the order Diplopoda (- Chei- 
lognatha ) of Myriapods, having two pairs of limbs 
on each segment of the body; a member of this 
order ; hence Biplo-podons a. Biplo*pterons a. 
Entom belonging to the family Diploptera (the 
true wasps) in. Latreilie’s classification of insects, 
which have the fore wings folded when at rest. 
Biplosphemal a., Bi*plosp 3 xene, Anat.*= Hypo- 
sphenal, Hyposphene. Biplospondylic a. Zool . , 
said of a vertebral segment having two centra, or 
of a vertebral column having twice as many centra 
as arches, as in fishes and batrachians ; hence 
Biplospo*ndylism, the condition of being dipto- 
spondylic. Biplo-stichous a., arranged in two 
rows, as the eyes of certain spiders. Biplosyn- 
theme = Disyntheme. 

1888 F. P. Billings in Amer. Nat. XXII. 123 We may 
find two apparently mature organisms enclosed in a 
common capsule .. These diplo-bacteria may assume a 
curved or sausage shape. 1854-67 C. A. Harris Diet. 
Med. Terminoi., Diplocardiac, having a double heart. 1847 
Craig, Diplocepkalia. 1883 Syd. Soc. Lex,, Diplocepkaly, 
in Teratology, the condition of a foetus having two heads on 
one body. 1883 Macalister tr. Ziegler's Pathol Anat. t. 
§ 185 Masses of cocci enclosed in a cylindrical sheath are 
called ascococci ; coupled spherules are diplococci; chains 
or chaplets of spherules, streptococci ; and in like manner 
he [Billroth] describes diplobacteria and streptobacteria. 
3887 W. J. Sollas in Encycl. Brit. XXII. 415/1 This, 
which from the marked presence of both prosodal and 
aphodal canals may be termed the diplodal type of the 
Rhagon canal system, occurs but rarely. 3851 Erased s 
Mag-. XLIII. 289 An orthodoxy with two tails — or a diplo- 
doxy— -to coin a word — which affirms the co-existence of 
two separate beliefs, while it expresses no dogma as to the 
truth of either. 1851 Richardson Geol. viii. 257 The nerv- 
ous system is composed of a chain of ganglia disposed in 
pairs, and united by nervous cords : hence the term diplo- 
gangliata. 3835-6 Todd Cycl. Anat. I. 509/1 That form of 
monstrosity, .called Diplogenesis^ 1878 Bartley tr. Topi- 
nard s Anthrop. v. 162 Diplogenesis, in which the whole body 
is more or less double. 1876 Catal. Sci. App.S. Kens. No. 
2052 Diplograph. Writing machine for the Blind, by which 
writing in relief and ordinary writing are performed at the 
same time. 1750 C. Wren Parentalia 212 He [Wren] in- 
vented the art of double writing, .by an instrument called the 
Diplographical Instrument. 3758 Grand Mag. of Mag. 
Nov., In 1647, .about three years before Mr. Wren publicly 
produced his diplographical instruments. 1824 Meek. Mag. 
No. 60. 59 Diplography. 1836-9 Todd Cycl. Anal. II. 412/2 
Belonging to the diploneurose . . divisions of the animal 
kingdom. 3870 Bentley Bot. 369 With two rows, they are 
diploperistomous, 1884 A. Hyatt in Proc. Boston Soc. Nat. 
Hist. XXIII. 89 In this way the primitive differentiation 
of the placula into two layers is established in what we have 
designated the diploplacula. 3864 Webster, Diplopod 
{Zool), one of a group of myriapods. 3883 Smithsonian 
Inst. Rep., Zool. (Cent. Diet.), One of the diplopod myrio- 
pods. 1884 O. C. Marsh Amer. Jurassic Dinosaurs in 
Amer. Jrnl. Sc. CXXVII. 334 In Ceratosaurus. .These 
vertebrae show the diplosphenat articulation seen in Me- 

alosaurus. 1888 Rolleston & Jackson Anim. Life 525 

’he lateral eyes in Scorpionidee and all the eyes of Limulus 
are monostichous ; the central eyes of the former group and 
other Arachnids, so far as known, diplostichous. 

il BipXoe (drpltfif). [mod.L., a. Gr. SarKotf 
doubling, fold, overlapping of the bones of the 
skull (Hippocrates), f. ScrrXoos double.] 

1. Anat. The light porous or cancellated bone- 
tissue lying between the hard dense inner and outer 
layers of the bones of the skull. 

3696 in Phillips (ed, 5). 1699 Phil Trans. XXL 139 The 
Blood Vessels of the Diploe might be burst by some acci- 
dental blow. 1743 Monro Anat. Bones (ed. 3) 68 The Bones 
of the Cranium are composed of two bony Tables, and an 
intermediate cellular Substance, commonly called their 
Diploe. 3767 Gooch Treat, Wounds I. 307 In some parts 
of the skull, there is naturally very little Dipl&e, and in old 
subjects, scarce any remains. 1878 T. Bryant Pi-act. Surg. 
I. 197 An acute inflammation of the diploS of the skull. 

2. Bot. = Diachyma. 

x866 Treas. Bot., Diploe, that part of the parenchyme of 
a leaf which intervenes between the two layers of epiderm. 
1884 Bower & Scott De Bary's Phaner. 406 The space 
in the lamina of the leaf which is left free by the ribs and 
vascular bundles, is mainly occupied by parenchyma, which 
is simply called leaf-parenchyma or in the special case of 
flat foliage-leaves Diachyma or Diploe according to Link, 
Mesophyll according to De Candolle. 

Hence Diploe "tic a., bad form for Diploic. 

1883 Syd. Soc. Lex., Diploetic, of, or belonging to, the 
Diploe. 

BipXohedron (dipLhrdr^n). Cryst. [f. Diplo- 
4 Gr. tdpa seat, base: cf. trihedron.} A crystalline 
form contained by twenty-four trapezoidal planes 
with two sides equal ; a dyakis-dodecahedron. 

3878 Lawrence Cotta's Rocks Class, six The large diplo- 
hedrons of quartz are very much rounded off. 38195 Story- 
Maskelyne Crystallogr. 216 The terms dyakis-dodeca- 
hedron and diplohedron have been employed to convey the 
idea of the form [twenty four-trapezohedron] being a doubled 
or broken-faced pentagon-dodecahedron. Ibid. 217 Other 
diplohedra are met with on crystals of pyrites, and occur 
also on those of hauerite and cobaltine. 

Hence Biplohe’dral a., of the nature of a diplo- 
hedron. / . 

w 1878 Gurney Crystallogr. 54 A dinlohedral form is one 
in which each normal hears two parallel faces, one at each 
end. 2895 Story-M as kelyne Crystallogr. 207 Hemi- 
systematic diplohedra! forms ; hembtesseral diplohedra. 


diploic, 
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DIPLOMATIC. 


Diploic (diphrik), a. Anat. [f. Diploe + -ic.] 
Belonging to the diploe. 

1855 Holden Hum. Osteol. (1878) 118 We may speak 
of the frontal, temporal, and occipital diploic veins. 

Biploi&^drploid). Crystal [f. Gr. Bnr\6-os 
double + «f5os form.] A solid belonging to the 
isometiic system, contained within twenty-four tra- 
pezoidal planes ; — Diplohedrok 

[j Biploidion (dipb,i*di/n). Gr. Aniiq. [Gr. 
dnrXotdLov dim. of BnrXots : see next.] A form of 
the chiton or tunic worn by women, having the part 
above the waist double with the outer fold hanging 
loose, somewhat like a sleeveless mantle; some- 
times applied to this outer fold itself. 

i8go Leitch Mullets Anc. Art § 340. 405 It was twisted 
across round the chest, and was there pinned together; 
it has often also a kind of cape in the manner of the 
diplo'idion. 

1! Diplois (dipb|is). Gr. Aniiq. [Gr. StTrXoA 
double cloak, f. SmtAo-os double.] = prec. 

3887 B. V. Head Hist. Numorum 177 A woman clothed 
in a sleeveless talaric chiton with diplois. 

Biploite (drpDjoit). Min. [mod.f. Gr. Bnr\6- 
os (Diplo-) + -rrE.j A variety of Anortbite, also 
called Latrobite. 

182s Amer. Jml. Sc. IX. 330 Diploite of Breithaupt. 
1832 Shepard Mm. 186 Diploite. 

Diploma (diploma),.* A Pl.-as,sometimes-ata. 
[a. L. diploma a state letter of recommendation, an 
official document conferring some favour or privi- 
lege, a. Gr. tiirkooixa (-/tar-), (lit. a doubling), a 
folded paper, a letter of recommendation, later a 
letter of licence or privilege, f. hnr\6-civ to double, 
to bend or fold double, f. bar\6-o$ double. Cf. F. 
diplome (Aubert 172S).] 

1. A state paper, an official document ; a charter. 

* In modern times, a general term for ancient imperial and 

ecclesiastical acts and grants, public treaties, deeds of con- 
veyance, letters, wills, and similar instruments, drawn up in 
forms and marked with peculiarities varying with their 
dates and countries 1 [Encycl. Brit, s. v.) 

c 2645 Howell Lett. (1650) II. n, 19 The king of Spain., 
was forced to publish a diploma wherein he dispens’d with 
himself (as the Holland story hath it) from payment. 1684 
Scanderbeg Rediv. vi. 150 To pass a Diploma constituting 
his Lordship a Count of the Empire. 1845 S. Austin 
Ranke's Hist. Ref. I. 425 They carefully avoided consult- 
ing the elector, and kept the diploma of his nomination to 
themselves. 1851 D. Wilson Prek. Ann. (1863) II, iv. i. 
196 The curious diploma addressed to Eric, .respecting the 
genealogy of William St. Clair. 1877 Encycl. Brit f YU. 
254/1 The Merovingian sovereigns authenticated their 
diplomas by the addition of their signature. 

to. An original document as a matter of historical 
investigation or literary study; pi historical or 
literary muniments. 

[1697 H. Wan ley Let. to T. Smith in Lett. Eminent 
Persons (1813) I. 80 My present design.. is more relating 
to the nature of Letters, than to the Diplomata or Charters 
themselves.] 1845 De Quincey Snspiria Wks. 1890 XIII. 
347 If in the vellum palimpsest, lying amongst the other 
diplomata of human archives or libraries, there is anything 
fantastic. 1891 H. H. Howorth in Spectator 12 Dec. 
8431 It [the Old^ Canon of Scripture] .. contained hooks 
originally written in Hebrew, in so-called Chaldee, and in 
Greek, .all of thein treated as their most sacred diplomata 
by the early Christians and the early Councils. 

2. A document granted by a competent authority 
conferring some honour, privilege, or licence ; esp. 
that given by a university or college, testifying to 
a degree taken by a person, and conferring upon 
him the rights and privileges of such degree, as to 
teach, practise medicine, or the like. 

ax $ 58 Cleveland Gen. Poems, etc. (1677) 153 You have 
Ennobled me with your Testimony, and I shall keep your 
Paper as the Diploma of my Honour. 1682 Grew Anat. of 
Plants Pref. Aija, The Prmter ? whose Name was to he 
inserted therein, not having received his Diploma till that 
time. 1702 C. Mather Magn. Chr. iv. (1853) II. 26 This 
university did present their President with a diploma for 
a doctorate. 1703 Maundrell Journ. Jems. (1732) no 
This morning our Diplomata were presented to us .. to 
certify we had visited all the holy places. 1711 Land. Gaz. 
No. 4812/4 Pretends to be a Physician, having a Diploma 
to that effect from the College of Do way. 1772 Wesley 
Jml. 28 Apr., They . . presented me with the freedom of 
the city. The diploma ran thus. 1795 in Sir J. Sinclair 
Corr. (1831) II. 21 My sincere thanks . . for the diploma . . 
admitting me a foreign honorary member of the Board of 
Agriculture. 1841 Borrow Zincali I. i. § 1. 15 The writ 
of diploma or privilege of settling near the free and royal 
towns, 1849 Lewis Authority in Matters Opin. ix. § 17. 
330 The granting of diplomas by universities or other learned 
bodies proceeds on the supposition that the public require 
some assistance to their judgment in the choice of profes- 
sional services, and that such an official scrutiny into the 
qualifications of practitioners is a useful security against the 
imposture or incompetency of mere pretenders to skill. 1863 
Emerson Misc, Papers, H. D . Thqreau Wks. (Bohn) III. 
333 No college ever offered him a diploma, or a professor’s 
chair. 

D. at t rib., as diploma picture (in charteied academies and 
societies of art), one given to the society by a member on 
his election ; in the case of the Royal Academy kept in the 
Diploma Gallery. 

x 86 x Thornbury Turner (1862) I. 258 Turner’s diploma 
picture was ‘ Dolbadern ’ . . full of the grand solemnity of 
evening. 1883 Pall Mall G. 10 Oct. 1/2 The least known 
public collection of art in London is certainly the Diploma 
Gallery of the Royal Academy. 


f 3. The following mediaeval L. senses are also 
given in dictionaries, but with no claim to English 
use. a. » Diploe i ; to. A folded cloth ; e. A 
double vessel used in chemical operations. 

1706 Phillips fed. Kersey) fa and b». 2823 Crabb 

Technol. Diet, (c), Thus, 4 To boil in diploma’ is to put the 
vessel.. into a second vessel, to which the fire is applied. 
1853 Soyer Pantropheon 262 (c). 

Hence Diplo maless a., without a diploma. 

1837 G. Wilson Let. in Life (i860) II. 82 Diplomaless 
folks. 2873 H. Curwen Hist. Booksellers 61 A diplomaless 
doctor. 

Biplcrma, v. [f. prec. sb.] irans. To furnish 
with a diploma. Chiefly in ppl. a. Diplomaed 
(partly from the sb. : cf. certificated). 

1832 Trelawny Adv. Younger Son I. 238 Surgical know- 
ledge, superior to many of the dipjoma’d butchers. 2843 
Carlyle Past # Pr. iv, vii, Doggeries never so diplomaed, 
bepuffed, gas-lighted, continue doggeries, and must take 
the fate of such. 2869 W. R. Greg Lit. # Social Jndg. 
(ed. 2) 400 They have, as it were, been diploma-ed and 
laureated to this effect, stamped with the Hall Mark. 

Diplomacy (dipl<?<i*masi). [a. F. diplomatie 
(pronounced -cie), f. diplomate , diplomatique, after 
aristocrate , aristocratique , aristocratie : see Diplo- 
matic and -act. So It. diplomazia , Sp. diplo- 
macia , Ger. and Du. diplomatie , all from Fr.] 

I. 1. The management of international relations 
by negotiation ; tbe method by which these relations 
are adjusted and managed by ambassadors and 
envoys ; the business or art of the diplomatist ; 
skill or address in the conduct of international 
intercourse and negotiations. 

1796 Burke Regie. Peace 11. Wks. VIII. 243 note. Pie 
did what he could to destroy the double diplomacy of 
France. He had all the secret correspondence burnt. 1797 
Ibid. in. 348 The only excuse for all our mendicant diplo- 
macy is . . that it has been founded on absolute necessity. 
1809 W. Irving Knickerb. jv. xi. (1849) 246 His first 
thoughts were all for war, his sober second thoughts for 
diplomacy. 1828 Webster, Diplomacy . . the customs, 
rules and privileges of embassadors, envoys and other re- 
presentatives of princes and states at foreign courts; 
forms of negotiation. 1855 Macaulay Hist. Eng. IV. 257 
The business for which he was preeminently fitted was 
diplomacy. 18S2 T. C. Grattan Beaten Paths II. 223 
Cardinal Richelieu seems to be. .considered the founder of 
the present system, of diplomacy properly so called . . I can 
find no better signification for the word which typifies the 
pursuit . . than double-dealing . . it is expressive of conceal- 
ment, if not of duplicity. 1865. Lecky Ration. (1878) II. 
271 The appointment of consuls in the Syrian towns, .gave 
the first great impulse to international diplomacy. 1877 
Encycl. Brit. VII. 251/1 Diplomacy is the art of conducting 
the intercourse of nations with each other. .It is singular 
that a term of so much practical importance in politics and 
history should be so recent in its adoption that it is not to 
he found in Johnson’s dictionary. 1880 Stubbs Med. $ 
Mod. Hist. x. (1886)235 As diplomacy was in its beginnings, 
so it lasted for a long time ; the ambassador was the man 
who was sent to lie abroad for the good of his country. 

f 2. The diplomatic body. [ = F. diplomatie, ‘ le 
personnel des ambassades * (Littrd).] Obs. 

2796 Burke Regie. Peace iv. Wks. IX. 48 The diplomacy 
..were quite awestruck with 4 the pomp, pride and circum- 
stance ’of this majestick Senate. 1806 Southey Lett. (1856) 
I. 387 If there be no English diplomacy at Lisbon, .away go 
my nopes in that quarter. 

3. Skill or address in the management of rela- 
tions of any kind; artful management in dealing 
with others. 

1848 W. H. Kelly tr. L. Blanc’s IHst. Ten Y. I. 339 
The aristocracy were already. . acquiring control over public 
affairs by the crafts of diplomacy. 1865 Livingstone Zam- 
besi vi. 147 Masakasa felt confident that he could get it 
out of these hunters by his diplomacy. Mod. The lady 
thought it better to attain her ends by diplomacy. 

IJL. 4. -Diplomatic sb. 3. rare. 

1870 J. Hadley Ess. vii. (1873) 230 These [forms of letters] 
would probably give ground for a near guess to one expert 
in Anglo-Saxon diplomacy. 

Diplomat (drpDmEet). Also -ate. [a. F. 
diplomate , a back-formation from diplomatique , 
after aristocrate , aristocratique'. ] One employed 
or skilled in diplomacy; a diplomatist. 

1813 Sir R. Wilson Diary I. 312 The diplomates will .. 
have to rest on their arms until the bayonets have clashed. 
1838 Lytton Alice 96 He was the special favourite of the 
female diplomats, 1870 E. Peacock Ralf Skirl. III. 204 
A parliamentary debater and diplomat in foreign service. 
1885 Mabel Collins Prettiest Woman v, She went every- 
where as a diplomate and a political spy. 

Hence Diplo matess, a female diplomat. 

1874 Greville Mem. Geo. IV (1875) II. xix. 325 This 
clever, intriguing, agreeable diplomatess. 2890 Athenaeum 
1 Feb. 14 1/2 The Russian diplomatess of reality and the 
Russian diplomatess of, say, M. Sardou, have very little in 
common. 

Biplomatal (dipl<?wmatal), a. [f. Gr. Stir Aoj- 
yuar- Diploma + -al.] Of or pertaining to a 
diploma. 

2889 Microcosm (N. Y.) Oct., The diplomatal sheepskin. 

Biplomate (drpl0m<? l t), sb. [f. Diploma sb . + 
-ate 1 .] One who holds a diploma. 

2879 Brit. Med. Jml. 22 May 786/1 The London students 
and the diplomates of London Corporations. 

t Bi*plomate, v . Obs . [f. Diploma sb . + 
-ate 3 .] irans. To invest with a degree, privilege, 
or title by diploma. 


2660 Wood Life (Oxf. Hist. Soc.) I. 334 The former, .was 
afterwards diplomated. 2683 Ibid. III. 56 Th. White, 
chaplain to the lady Anne . . was diplomated D.D. 2738 
Neal Hist. Purit. IV. 268 Within .. little more than six 
months the Universities diplomated above one hundred and 
fifty Doctors of Divinity. 

[Diplomatial : error in Diets, for Diplomati- 

CAL.J 

Diplomatic (dipbmse*tik), a. and sb. Also 8-9 
-ique, -ick. [ad. mod.L. diplomatic-us (Mabillon, 
1681, Me re diplomatic a' , f. Gr. SivAoi/wtr- : see 
Diploma and -ic. In senses 2, 3, a. F. diplomatique 
(1788 in Hatz.-DarnO. 

The transition from sense 2 to sense 3 appears to have 
originated in the titles of the Codex Juris Gentium Dip to - 
mat tens of Leibnitz 1695, containing original texts of im- 
portant public documents from the 21th to 15th c., and the 
Corps universel diplomatique du Droit des gens of Dumont, 
historiographer to the Emperor, 1726, containing the original 
texts of 4 the treaties of Alliance, of Peace, and of Commerce, 
from the Peace of Munster to 1709’. In these titles (as in 
the Codex Diplomatics AEvi Saxonici of Kemble), diplo- 
maticus, diplomatique, had its original meaning (sense 2 
below) as applying to a body or collection of original official 
documents. But as the subject-matter of these particular 
collections was internationalrClaticms, 4 corps diplomatique * 
appears to have been treated as equivalent to 4 corps du 
droit des gens’, and diplomatique taken as ‘having to do 
with international relations’. The transition is shown in 
sense 2, which refers to documents connected with inter- 
national relations, while in the fully developed sense 3 the 
connexion with documents disappears. This sense became 
established in English at the time of the French Revolution, 
and its French origin comes out emphatically in the writings 
of Burke on French affairs.] 

A. adj, 

1 . Of or pertaining to official or original docu- 
ments, charters, or manuscripts ; textual. 

Diplomatic copy , edition , an exact reproduction of an 
original. 

1711 T. Madox Hist. Exchequer p. ix, The diplomatick 
or law word Charta was not received amongst the Anglo- 
Saxons. 1780 Von Troil Iceland 295 A diplomatic de- 
scription was not so much required in that letter, as I had 
directed my attention more to the contents of the hook than 
its external appearance. 1784 Astle Origin Progr. of 
Writing Introd. 2 Diplomatic science, the knowledge of 
which will enable us to form a proper judgement of the age 
and authenticity oj manuscripts, charters, records, and other 
monuments of antiquity. 18x2 W. Taylor m Monthly Rev. 
LXVII. 71 The historical part of this volume ; to which a 
diplomatic appendix of thirty-three several documents.. and 
a copious index are attached. 1846 Trench Mirac. (1889) 
267 The last clause of the verse.. has not the same amount 
of diplomatic evidence against it. 2862 Scrivener Introd. 
Crit. N. T. iii. 376 Designated by Professor Ellicott ‘ para- 
diplomatic evidence* . .as distinguished from the 4 diplomatic* 
testimony of codices, versions, etc. 2874 H. R. Reynolds 
John Bapt. ii. 70 There is.. not a shadow of diplomatic 
doubt thrown over the integrity of the third gospel. 

2 . Of the nature of official papers connected with 
international relations. 

1780 Hist. Europe in Ann. Reg. 18/1 These were followed, 
at due intervals, and according to all the established rules 
of form, by measured and regular discharge of the diplo- 
matique artillery on all sides [i.e. manifestos and proclama- 
tions by the French and Spanish governments]. 

3 . Of, pertaining to, or concerned with, the man- 
agement of international relations ; of or belonging 
to diplomacy. Diplomatic body (F. corps diplomat- 
ique), the body of ambassadors, envoys, and officials 
attached to the foreign legations at any seat of 
government ; diplomatic service, that branch of the 
public service which is concerned with foreign 
legations. 

1787 Hist. Europe in Ann. Reg . 275 Employed there in 
civil, diplomatique, and mercantile affairs. 1790 Burke 
Er. Rev. Wks. V. 32 Members of the diplomatick body. 1701 
- Th. Fr. A fairs Wks. VII. 63 The Prussian ministers in 
foreign courts have talked the most democratic language . . 
The whole corps diplomatique, with very few exceptions, 
leans that way. 1796 — Regie. Peace 1. Wks. VIII. 1x4 
A pacification such as France (the diplomatick name of the 
regicide power) would be willing to propose. 1813 N. Car- 
lisle Topogr. Diet. Scot. II. s,v. Preston Pans, Sir Robert 
Murray Keith. .well known for his diplomatique talents. 
1815 Wellington in Gurw. Desf. XII. 320 It would intro- 
duce him into the diplomatic line. 2840 Carlyle Heroes 
iii. (ed. 1858] 244 Petrarch and Boccaccio did diplomatic mes- 
sages . . quite well. 1849 Macaulay Hist . Eng. I. 246 He 
had passed several years in diplomatic posts abroad. x86o 
Motley Netherl. (1868) I. i. 18 Diplomatic relations.. were 
not entrusted to the Council. 1868 E. Edwards Raleigh I. 
xxv. 587 The English statesman .. was not a match for the 
Spaniard in diplomatic craft. 1877 Encycl. Brit. VII. 252/2 
The ancient world had its treaties and leagues, but no 
systematic diplomatic relations. 2889 John Bull 2 Mar. 
149/2 The members of the Diplomatic Corps. 

4 . Skilled in the art of diplomacy ; showing ad- 
dress in negotiations or intercourse of any kind. 

1826 Disraeli Viv. Grey iv. iii, Treachery and cowardice, 
doled out with diplomatic politesse. 1837 Hale In His 
Name x, Gabrielle’s busy, active, diplomatic managing of 
the party. 1862 Maurice Mor. 4 Met. Philos. IV. viii. § 6. 
440 Cautious and reserved yet not diplomatic in his inter- 
course with men. 2877 Encycl. Brit. VII. 251/1 Conduct 
which is wily and subtle, without being directly false or 
fraudulent, is styled 4 diplomatic ’. 

B. sb. 1. A diplomatic agent ; = Diplomatist. 
2792 Paine Rights of Man (ed. 4) 03 Dr. Franklin. . . was 

not the diplomatic of a Court, but of Man. 1836 Marryat 
Midsh. Easy II. ix. 238 It would soon be all in his favour 
when it was known that he was a diplomatic. 




DIPXiOMATICA-Lu 

2. The diplomatic art, diplomacy. Also in pi. 
diplomatics, and fix L. form diplomatica (oh.). 

*794 Burke App. Pref. Bristol's Ad dr. Wks. VII. 34.3 
Cambon, incapable of political calculation, boasting his 
ignorance in the diplomatick. 1796 State Papers in Ann. 
Reg. 198 Truth and justice are the only basis of their diplo- 
matica. 1803 W. Taylor in Ann. Rev. I. 356 Our ministers 

are not great in diplomatics. 

S, 1 The science of diplomas, or of ancient writings, 
literary and public documents, letters, decrees, 
charters, codicils, etc., which has for its object to 
decipher old writings, to ascertain their authenti- 
city, their date, signatures, etc.’ (Webster, 1828). 

• Also in pi. 

\ (1681 Mabillon (title), De Re Diplomatica.] 1803-19 A. 
Rees Cycl. (L.), The science of diplomatics owes its origin 
to a Jesuit of Antwerp named Papebroch, 1819 Panto login 
s.v. T The celebrated Treatise on the Diplomatic by F. 
Mabillon. 1838 J. G. Dowling Eccl. Hist. iii. § 1. 123 It 
was written. .when Diplomatic.. did not exist as a science. 
1846 Johnston tr. Beckmann's Hist. I nit. (ed. 4) 1. 140 A seal 
of blue wax, not coloured blue merely on the outer surface, 
would be as great a rarity in the arts as in diplomatics. 
1894 Ox/. Univ. Gaz. XXIV. 412/1 Medieval Latin palaeo- 
graphy and diplomatic. 

Diplomatics!, a. {sb.) [f. as prec. + -al.] 

A. adj. 1. s= Diplomatic a. 1. 

1780 Von Troil Iceland 296 Its diplomatica! descriptions 
would have afforded no information. 

2. = Diplomatic a. 3. 

1823 Byron /nan xm. xy, It chanced some diplomatical 
relations Arising out of business, often brought Himself and 
Juan . . Into dose contact. 1882-3 Schaff Encycl. Relig. 
KnowL III. 2096 Paul III ; . employed him frequently m 
diplomatical negotiations with Francis I and Chas. V. 

B. sb. {rare.) 

1. A diplomatic person ; a diplomatist. 

1830 Galt Lcrnrie T. vi. iii. 11849) 262 He proved himself 
a clever diplomatical. 

2. pi. Diplomatic arts or proceedings. 

1833 Galt in Prosed s Mag. VIII. 634, 1 had recourse to 
the usual diplomaticals of womankind. 

Diplomatically, adv. [f. prec. + -lt 2 .] 

1. In a diplomatic manner ; accordingto the rules 
or art of diplomacy; artfully in reference to inter- 
course ; with clever management. 

5836 E. Howard R. Reefer lxii, My lord shook his head. . 
diplomatically. 1837 Carlyle Fr. Rev (1848) II. v. ix. 
294 Old Besenval diplomatically whispering to him. 1862 
Shirley Nugse Crit. ix. 417 Hitherto we had diplomatically 
and passively resisted the Alliance. 1875 Mrs. Randolph 
W. Hyacinth I. 123 She at once knew that her work must 
be done diplomatically. 

2. In reference to, or in the matter of, diplomacy. 

1877 Public Opinion 7 J uly 9 The policy of the Hapsburg 

Monarchy is. .both diplomatically and militarily, absolutely 
free and unfettered. 

3. With reference to diplomatics (sense 3); so 
far as concerns the evidence of original documents. 

1883 Amer. Jrnl. Pkilol. VI. 192 The indiction -number . . 
is diplomatically uncertain, and so of no independent value. 

Diplomatic! (dipDumatrJan). rare. [f. 
Diplomatic: see -ician.] « Diplomatist. 

1821 W. Taylor in Monthly Rev. XCIV. 499 With the 
usual spiteful feeling of a French diplomatician. 

Diplomatics : see Diplomatic B 2, 3. 
Diplo-matism. rare- 0 , [f. as next + -ism.] 
The practice of the diplomat ; Diplomacy. 

1864 in Webster. 

Diplomatist (diplomatist), [f. Diplomat 
sb., or stem -of diplomat-ic , etc. f -1ST : cf. F. philo - 
logue, Ming, philologist.] a. Gne engaged in official 
diplomacy, b. One characterized by diplomatic 
address ; a shrewd and crafty person. 

1815 Mackintosh Sp. in Ho. Com. 27 Apr. Wks. 1846 III. 
317 Long familiarity with the smooth and soft manners of 
diplomatists. _ 1826 Disraeli 1 /iv. Grey in. i, Vivian . . 
dropped the diplomatist altogether, and was explicit enough 
for a Spartan. 1849 Macaulay Hist. Eng. I. 246 Diplo- 
matists, as a class, have always been more distinguished by 
their address . . than by generous enthusiasm or austere 
rectitude, i860 Froude Hist. Eng. V. 219 So accomplished 
a diplomatist as Paget could only despise the tricks which 
he was ordered to practise. 

attrib. 1858 Carlyle Fredk. Gt. (1865) II. vn. iv. 282 The 
Diplomatist world of Berlin is in a fuss. 

Diplomatize (dipl<?»*mat3iz), v. [In I. f. Gr. 
StrKwfiar- Diploma + -ize ; in II. a new formation 
from diplomat, -ic, -isti] ' . 

I. 1. trans. To invest with a diploma. Hence 
Diplo*matized ppl. a., diplomaed, rare. 

1670 Lex Talionis at As able Physitians as any that 
Practise, and better than many dyplomatized Doctors. 

II. 2. intr. To act or serve as a diplomat or 
diplomatist; to practise diplomacy; to use diplo- 
matic arts ; to act with address or astuteness. 

1826 Disraeli Viv. Grey iii. j, He diplomatised, in order 
to 1837 Carlyle Fr. Rev. (1848) II. 11. vi ; 119 

Brave Boiull6 mysteriously diplomatising in scheme within 
scheme. 1850 Tails Mag. XVII. 285/1 He was too im- 
patient to diplomatise. 1875 Cmtemp. Rev. XXV. 798 One 
who had been campaigning and diplomatizing almost from 
his childhood. 

3. irons. To treat in the manner of a diplomatist, 
to act diplomatically towards, {rare.) .. 

1855 Fraser's Mag. LI. 239 His only chance . . was to 
cajole— we mean to diplomatize— his neighbours, 
b. To do out of \>y diplomacy or address. 


386 

2885 Lowe Bismarck L viii. 479 Louis Napoleon had not 
long been diplomatised out of Luxemburg. 

Hence Diplo’matizing vbl. sb. and ppl: a. 

1855 Carlyle Prinzenraub 106 No more, either cf fighting 
or diplomatizing, needed for him. 2882 Pall Mall G. 5 J u ly 
2/1 The two Powers were thinking of their own dipio- 
matizings. 

Biplomatology (dipl^mat^-lod^i). [f. Gr. 
SinheofMT- Diploma -f -A oyia discourse: see 
-logy.] The science of Diplomatic ; the scien- 
tific study of original documents. 

1880 G. S. Hall in Nation { N.Y.) XXX. 347 Many of the 

f oung docents, whose specialty _ is Semitic philology, or 
[ebrew archeology, or church history, or diplomatology. 
f Diplo*me. Obs. rare. [a. F, diplome , ad. L. 
diploma. .] An official document issued by au- 

thority; Diploma i. 

1669 Gale True Idea fansemsm 22 And thou hast vindi- 
cated the truth and vigor of this Bull, by a new Diplome. 

Diploneural, -neurose, etc. : see Diplo-. 
ii Diplopia (diplopia). Phys. and Path. Also 
in anglicized form diplopy. [mod.L., f. Gr. Sirho- 
DiPLo-double +-arma from Stp eye: cf. Amblyopia.] 
An affection of the eyes, in which objects are seen 
double. Hence Diplopio (diplg’pik) a., pertain- 
ing to diplopia. 

x8xx Hooper Med. Diet ., Diplopia. 1864 Webster, 
Diplopia, Diplopy. 1875 H. C. Wood Therap. 1879) 242 
This dryness, .is associated with, .dilated pupils, disordered 
vision, and possibly diplopia. 2878 A. Hamilton A erv. Dis. 
228 Diplopia, amaurosis, and other visual troubles. 

Diploplaeula, -pod, etc.: see Diplo-. 
DiplostemCBOUS (dipbstr monos), a. Bat. 
[f. Diplo- + Gr. orfjxcov warp, thread, taken 
atrijixa stamen -f -ous.] Having the stamens in two 
series, or twice as many as the petals. So Diplo- 
ste'mony, the condition of being diplostemonous. 

x866 Treas. Rot., Diplostemonous, having twice as many 
stamens as petals. x88o Gray Struct. Bat. vi. § 2. 177 note. 

1 883 Hf.nslow Floral Struct. 188 If a flower have one 
whorl of stamens of the same niim! er as the petals it is 
isostemonous ; if two, diplostemonous.^ x838 Athenaeum 
14 Jan. 54/3 Investigations .. on the diplostemony of the 
flowers of angiosperms. 

II Diplotegia (diplotrdgia). Bot. Also -ium. 
[f. Diplo- + Gr. 7*670$ roof, covering.] A dry 
dehiscent Bruit with an adnate calyx. 

1866 Treas. Bot., Diplotegia, an inferior capsule. 1870 
Bentley Bot. 313 Diplotegia is the only kind of inferior 
fruit which presents a dry dehiscent pericarp. 

II Diplozoon (dipDzJ»-/n), PI. -zoa. Zool. 
[f. Diplo- + Gr. frnov animal.] A genus of trema- 
tode worms, parasitic on the gills of fishes ; the 
mature organism is double, consisting of two indivi- 
duals {Diporpse) fused together in the form of anX. 

1835 Kirby Hah. <$* Inst. Anim. I. 353 One [parasitic 
worm] first discovered by Dr. Nordmann upon [the^ gills] of 
the bream . . to which he has given the name of Diplozoon 
or /Double animal. 1859 Todd Cycl. Anal. V. 32/x This 
animal corresponds . . with the half of the Diplozoon. x888 
Rolleston & Jackson Anim. Life 650 The cones and 
suckers fuse completely ; in other respects, however, the two 
Diporpse which make up a single Diplozoon are independent 
of one another. 

Dip-net : see Dip sb. 

Dipnenmonons (dipni^’monos), a. Zool. [f. 
mod.L. dipneumonus (£ Gr. Si-, Sis twice + 
■nvivjxcnv lung) + -ous.] Having two lungs or re- 
spiratory organs ; said of the Dipneumovia or two- 
lunged fishes, and of the Dipneumones or two- 
lunged spiders ; also ofHolotliurians having a pair 
of respiratory organs. 

Dipneustal (dipni£*stal), a. [mod.L Dip - 
neusta (f. Gr. Si- twice + wevaros, irveiv to breathe), 
a name given by some to the dipnoan fishes -f -al.J 
-cDipxoan. 

[1892 E. R. Lankester tr. Haeckel's Hist. Creation II. 
290 Of the still living Dipneusta, Ceratodus possesses a 
simple single lung (Monopneumones), whereas Protopterus 
and Lepidosiren have a pair of lungs ^Dipneumones).] 
Dipnoan (drpn</an), a. and^. Zool. [f„mod. 
L. Dipnoi (see Dipnoous) + -an.] 

A. adj. Belonging to the Dipnoi, a sub-class or 
order of fishes, having two kinds of respiratory 
organs, gills and lungs. B. sb. A fish belonging 
to this order. 

1883 Athenaetim 7 Apr. 447/1 Prof. Huxley came to the 
conclusion that . . to separate the elasmobranchs, ganoids, 
and dipnoans into a group, apart from and equivalent to 
the teleosteans, was inconsistent with the plainest anatomical 
relations of these fishes. 1886 Ibid. x8 Dec. 830/2 A paper 
on the development, .of the ovum in the dipnoan fishes. 

Bipnoid (drpnoid), a. and sb. Zool. [f, mod. 
L. Dipnoi (see next) + -id.] «= Dipnoan. 

1878 F. Day Fishes of India , 709 Whether the Ganoids 
and Dipnoids should be included with the Chcndrof>iery°ii. 
1880 ^ — Fishes Gt. Brit. Introd. 41 Among the Dipnoids, 
the air-bladder has a lung-like function . . Among the Ganoids 
there is a divergence from the Dipnoid organization. x88x 
Gunther in Encycl, Brit , XII. 686/1 The dentition is that 
of a Dipnoid, 

Dipuoous (di*pnt>|Os), a. Also erroa. dipnous. 
[f. mod.L. dipno-us (in pi. Dipnoi , an order of 
Fishes), a. Gr. dhryo-os with two breathing apertures, 
f. 5 t~ twice -t* irvorj breathing, breath.] < 


DIPPED. 

1 . Zool. Having both gills and lungs, as a dip- 
noan fish. 

s88x Gunther in Encycl. Brit. XII. 686/1 The relations 
of the chimaeras to the Ganoid, and more especially to the 
Dipnoous type. Ibid. 686/2 It is impossible to decide..' 
whether the Fossil should be referred to the Holocephalous 
or the Dipnoous type. 

2 . Path. Of a wound: * Having two openings 
for the entrance of air or other matters’ {Syd. Soc. 
Lex. 1B83). 

x8xx Hoofer Med. Diet., Dipnous, an epithet for wounds 
which are perforated quite through, and admit the air at 
both ends. 

DipnosopMst, obs. form of Dexpnorophist. 
xs8x Mulcaster Positions xxxv. {1887) 129 All natural., 
dipnosophistes, syniposiakes, antiquaries. 

Dipodic (doip/?*dik), a. [f. Gr, StvoS- (see Di- 
Pody ) + -lo.] Of the nature of a dipody ; charac- 
terized by dipodies ; as ‘ a dipodic measure 
In recent Diets. 

Di'podous, a. [f. Gr. StvoS- (see next) + -ous.] 
‘ Having two feet’ (Syd. Soc. Lex. 1883). 
Dipody (di'p^di). Pros. [ad. L. dipodia (also 
in Eng. use), a. Gr. SnroUa two-footedness, clipody, 
f. Sirovs, Sir oS- two-footed, f. Si-, Dl- y + rovs, 
rod- foot.] A double foot; two feet constituting 
a single measure. 

1844 Beck Sc Felton tr. Munk's Metres 16 A series of one 
foot is called a monopody; of two feet, a dipody. 1859 
J. W. Donaldson Grk. Gram . 646 The simplest form of this 
dactylic dipodia is the Adonius, which finishes off the 
Sapphic stanza. 1882 Goodwin Grk. Gram. 317 In trochaic, 
iambic, and anapaestic verses, which are measured by dipo- 
dies (i. e. pairs of feet), a monometer consists of one dipody 
(or two feet), a dimeter of four feet. 1891 Harper's Mag. 
Mar. 576/2 [Folk-songs] in Hungarian music consisting of 
dipodies, tetrapoclies, tripodies, pentapodies,and hexapodies. 

Dipolar (daip^*lar), a. [fi Di-* + Polak.] 
Of or pertaining to two poles ; having two poles, 
esp. poles such that the relations of the body or 
quantity remain the same when it is turned end 
for end. 

1864 in Webster. 1873 Maxwell Electr. $ Magn. § 381 
II. 7 When a dipolar quantity is turned end for end it 
remains the same as before. Tensions and pressures in 
solid bodies, Extensions, Compressions and Distortions, 
and most of the optical, electrical, and magnetic properties 
of crystallized bodies are dipolar quantities. 1882 Sir W. 
Thomson Math. # Phys. Papers I. xlviii. § 168. 283 The 
rotatory property with reference to light discovered by 
Faraday as induced by magnetization in transparent solids 
which 1 shall call dipolar, to distinguish it from such a 
rotatory property with reference to light as that which 
is naturally possessed by many transparent liquids and 
solids, and which may be called an isotropic rotatory pro- 
perty. 1884 Tait Light § 298 Along the axis of a crystal 
of quartz there is dipolar symmetry; along the lines of force 
in a transparent diamagnetic there is dipolar asymmetry. 

Dipo'larize, v. Optics, [f, Di- 2 + X^olauize 
v.] A word used by some instead of Depolarize 
(sense a). So DipoTarized, Bipolar iziag ppl. 
adjs. ; also Bipolarization. (See quots.) 

2837 Whewell Hist. Induct. Sc. ix. ix. {heading), Dis- 
covery of the Laws of Phenomena of Dipolarized Light. 
Ibid., The effect which the mica produced was termed 
depolarization ; — not a very happy term, since the effect is 
not the destruction of the polarization, but the combination 
of a new polarizing influence with the former. The word 
dipolarization, which has since been proposed, is a much 
more appropriate expression. Ibid. xi. § 4 The phenomena 
of depolarized, or rather, as I have already said, ^/polarized 
light. Ibid. § 5 Fresnel explained very completely . . the 
dipolarizing effect of the crystal; and the office of the 
analysing plate, by which certain portions of each of the 
two rays in the crystal are made to interfere and produce 
colour. 2864 H. Spencer lllustr. Univ. Progr. 180 Brew- 
ster’s discoveries respecting double refraction and dipolar- 
ization. 

f Dipo'ndiary, a. Obs. rare~°. [f. L. di-, 
dupondidrius, f. di-, dupondmm, the sum of two 
asses.] 

1656 Blount Glossogr ., Dipondiaty, that is of two pound 
weight. 

II Diporpa (dsip^-jpa). Zool. PL -ee. [f. Gr. 
St-, Sis twice, doubly + ropri) pin of a buckle.] The 
solitary immature form of a Diplozoon. 

x888 Rolleston & Jackson Anim. Life 650 The embryo 
known as Diporpa is at first free-swimming. Ibid., The 
two Diporpae which make up a single Diplozoon. 

Dipped, dipt (dipt), ppl. a . :[f. Dip v. + -ed i .] 

1. Immersed (briefly or partially) in a liquid: 
see the verb. (In quots. 1646 and 1 78 1, Baptized 
by immersion.) 

1548 Udall, etc. Erasm. Par, John 89 b. He. .to whome 
I shall gene a dipte soppe. *579 Fulke Hoskins’s Pari. 309 
We read not that Christ gaue dipped bread to others, except 
that disciple only. 2646 R. Baillie Anabaptism (1647) 30 
Churches of anabaptized and dipped Saints. > 1781 Cowfer 
Charity 609 E’en the dipt and sprinkled live in peace, 18x4 
Byron Corsair l xvii, Flash’d the dipt oars. 1876 Ruskin 
Fors Clav. vi. lxi. 2 All your comfort in such charity is . . 
Christ's dipped sop. 

b. Of candles : Made by dipping (see Dip v. 3 b). 
2727-51 Chambers Cycl. s. v. Candle, Tallow Candles 
are of two kinds ; the one dipped, the other moulded. Ibid., 
Making of dipped Candles. 1833 Ht. Marttneau Loom 
4 r Logger 1. u. 17 That which curled magnificently from 
the dipped candles on either side. 

2 . jig. Involved in debt ; mortgaged (see Dip v. 
7 b). {colloq.) 


DIPFEB. 


DIPSAS. 


■ 1676 Wycherley PI. Dealer in. i. Some young' Wit, or 
Spendthrift, that has a good dip’d Seat and Estate in 
Middlesex. # *7 08 Motteux Rabelais (1737) V. 214 Re- 
deemers of dipt, mortgag’d, and bleeding Copy-holds. 

Dipper (di-p-i). [f. Dip v. + -er *.] 

1 . One who (lips, in various senses : spec. a. One 
who immerses something in a fluid ; chiefly in tech- 
nical uses. 

1611 Cotgr., Trempeur, a dipper, wetter, moistener. 1762 
Derrick Lett. (1767) II. 51 There are women always ready 
to present you with a cup of water who call themselves 
Dippers. 1825 J. Nicholson Operat. Mechanic 473 By 
the side of this tub stands the dipper, and a boy, his assis- 
tant. 1881 Guide Worcest. Porcel. Wks. 8 The action of 
the Dipper shows the . . process in glazing . . wares. 1881 
Besant & Rice Cka.pl. of Fleet n. Ii. (1883) 130 There was 
ju the room [at Epsom Wells] a dipper, as they call the 
women who hand the water to those who go to drink it. 
1883 Rinn. Daily Post 11 Oct., Tallow Chandlers. — Wanted 
immediately, a first-class Dipper. 

b. One who ‘ dips ’ snuff: see Dip v. 5. 

1870 W. M. Baker New Timothy 75 (Cent. Diet.) The 
fair dipper holds in her lap a bottle containing the most 
pungent Scotch snuff, and in her mouth a short stick of soft 
wood, the end of which is chewed into a sort of brush. 

c. One who ‘dips’ into a book, etc.: see Dip 

v. 14. 

1824 W. Irving T. Trav. I. 326, I became also a lounger 
in the Bodleian library, and a great dipper into hooks. 
1889 Temple Bar Mag. Dec. 553 The dippers are those 
readers who are only by an euphemism called readers. 

d. Thieves ’ slang. A pickpocket, (Farmer 1891.) 

2 , One who uses immersion in baptism ; esp. an 
Anabaptist or Baptist : spec, one of a sect of Ame- 
rican Baptists, called also Dunkers. 

16x7 Collins Def Bp. Ely\. v. 200 To he dippers and 
baptisers. 1642 Featly {title), The Dippers dipt, or the 
Anabaptists duck’d and plung’d over Head and Ears, at 
a Disputation in Southwark. 1823 Lamb Elia Ser. ir. 
Amicus Rediv Fie, man, to turn dipper at your years, 
after so many tracts in favour of sprinkling only. 1887 
C. W. Sutton in Diet. Nat. Biog. XI. 5/2 He became 
a dipper or anabaptist (immersed 6 Nov. 1644), 

& A name given to various birds which dip or 
dive in water, a. The Water Ouzel, Cinches 
aquaticus ; also other species of the genus, as, in 
N. America, C. Mexicanus. b. locally in Eng- 
land: The Kingfisher, c. =Dabchick i, Di- 
dapper 1. ? Obs. d. in U.S. A species of duck, 
Bucephala albeola , the buffle. 

.1388 Wyclif Lev. xi. 17 An owle, and dippere [1382 
deuedep, deuedoppe]. — Dent. xiv. 17 A dippere, a pur- 
sirioun, and a reremous . , alle in her kynde. 1678 Ray 
IVillughby's Ornitk. 340 The Didapper, or Dipper, or Dob- 
chick, or small Doucker. 1752 Sir J. Hill Hist. Anim. 
446 (Jod.), The dobchick we call it by several names 
expressive of its diving ; the didapper, the dipper, etc. 1833 
Selby in Proc. Berzv. Nat. Chib I. No. 1. 20 The only bird 
which attracted notice was the dipper {Cine l us aquaticus). 
1864 Thorf.au Maine IV. iii. 170 A brood of twelve black 
dippers, half grown, came paddling by. x88x Miss Jackson 
Skropsh. Word-hk. , Dipper y the King-fisher. 1882 A, 
Hepburn in Proc. Berw. Nat. Club IX. No. 3. 504 Of the 
Thrush family, the Dipper or Watercrow frequented all the 
streams. 

4 . A genus of gastropod molluscs, Bulla. 

1776 Da Costa Conchol. 174 (Jod.) The sixth family is 
the nuces, sen bullae ; commonly called the pewits eggs, or 
dipping snails, but which I shall henceforward call dippers, 
or seanuts. 1835 Kirby Hab. $ Just, Anim. I. ix. 276 The 
dippers (Bulla) which are furnished with a singular organ 
or gizzard that proves their predaceous or carnivorous 
habits. 

5 . A utensil for dipping up water, etc. : spec, a 
ladle consisting of a bowl with a long handle. 
(Chiefly US) 

i8ox Mason Suf>p. Johnson, Dipper , a spoon made in 
a certain form. Being a modern invention, it is not often 
mentioned in books. 1828 Webster, Dipper . . 2 A vessel 
used to dip water or other liquor; a ladle. 1855 Longf. 
Hiaw. xxii. 107 Water brought in birchen dippers.^ 1858 
Simmonds Diet. Trade, Dipper , an utensil for taking up 
fluids, in a brewery. 1864 Lowell Fireside Trav . 135 
The little tin dipper was scratched all over. 1883 G. 
Allen Babylon xi, Each of whom brought his own dipper, 
plate, knife, fork. 1891 R. Kipling Nauiakka iv, It’s like 
trying to scoop up the ocean with a dipper. 

b. The popular name in the United States for 
the configuration of seven bright stars in Ursa 
Major (called in Britain ‘the Plough’, or ‘Charleses 
Wain ’). Little Dipper : the similar configuration 
of seven stars in Ursa Minor. 

1858 Thoreau Autumn (1894) 74 Its [comet’s] tail is at 
least as long as the whole of the Great Dipper. 1858 Haw- 
thorne Fr. f It. Jmls. 11 , in The constellation of the 
Dipper . . pointing to the North Star. 1890 C. A. Young 
Uranography § 5 The familiar Dipper is sloping downward 
in the north-west. 

6. Photogr. An apparatus for immersing negatives 
in a chemical solution : see quots. 

2859 Photogr. News. Dipper, the piece of glass or 
other substance on which the iodised plate is laid, m order 
to be dipped into the nitrate of silver bath. 36878 Abney 
Photogr. 79 The dipper, employed for carrying the plate 
into the solution during the operation of sensitising, maybe 
conveniently made of pure silver wire. 1879 Cassells Techn. 
Educ. III. 65 In this bath must he a dipper for the purpose 
of raising and lowering the plate during the. sensitising 
process. , ■ 

7 . A receptacle for oil, varnish, etc., fastened to 
a palette. . 

2859 Gullick & Timbs Paint. 199 The Dipper is made so 
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that it can be attached to the palette. It serves to contain 
oil, varnish, or other vehicle used. 1883 Spectator 3 Nov. 
1413 It blew the medium out of its dipper, and spread it in 
a shower upon, the middle of the picture. 

8. alt rib. and Comb., as dipper-bird (see 3 a); 
dipper-elam {US.), a bivalve mollusc, Mactra 
solidissima , common on the Atlantic coast of the 
United States; dipper-gourd \U. S.), a gourd 
used as a dipper (sense 5). . 

1894 Crockett Raiders (ed. 3) 260 A man stole off up the 
waterside, jumping across it in running skips like a dipper 
bird. 1880 New Virginians 1 . 199 A bucket of spring-water, 
with a dipper-gourd m it. 

Dipper fill (di-psiful). U.S. [f. Dipper + 
-FUL.j As much as fills a dipper (see pree. 5). 

1874 Mrs. Whitney We Girls vi. 136 We poured some 
dipperfuls of hot water over them. 1883 E. -Ingersoll in 
Harper's Mag. Jan. 197/2 We were just in time to get 
a dipperful of the buttermilk. 

Dipping .(drpiij), vbl. sb. [f. Dip v. 4 -irg- 1 .] 

1 . The action of the verb Dip in various senses. 

c 1440 Promp. Part>. 121/2 Dyppynge yn lycore, intinctio. 
1548 Cranmer Catech. 21s He knoweth not what baptisme 
is. .nor what the dyppyng in the water doth betoken. 1655 
Jer. Taylor Unum Necess. v. § 4 (R.) That which is dyed 
with many dippings is in grain, and can very hardly be 
washed out. _ 1667 Phil ( Trans. II. 434 Nice Observations 
of the Variations and Dippings of the Needle, in different 
Places. 1719 J.T. PHILIPPS 34 Conferences 2x8 , 1 ask’d them, 
how daily Dipping and Plunging did avail them’? 1856 
Emerson Eng. Traits , Lit. Wks. (Bohn) II. 113 No hope, 
no sublime augury, cheers the student . . but only a casual 
dipping here and there, 1867 J. Ker Lett. (1890) 33 From 
any little dippings of conversation I had among the people. 
1870 Pumpelly A cross A mer. # Asia i. 1 The woman a very 
hag, ever following the disgusting habit of dipping— filling 
the air, and covering her clothes with snuff. 1874 Knight 
Diet. Meek. I, 705/1 Dipping, x The process of brightening 
ornamental brass-work . .The work is . . Dipped in a bath of 
pure nitrous acid for an instant. 1875 ‘ Stonehenge’ Brit. 
Sports r. v. iv. § 3. 348 The tackle for dipping is much more 
simple than that employed^ in whipping. x88z Standard 
2 Sept. 6/4 The Prisoner said she had only had a month for 
‘ dipping’ (picking pockets). 1883 Fisheries E.xkib. Catal. 
22 Improved Mast to do away with Dipping of L\:g. 

2 . concr. A liquid preparation in which things 

are dipped for any purpose: a wash for sheep; 
dubbing for leather (* 5 k.). • • 

1825-80 Jamieson, Dipping, the name given to a com- 
position of boiled oil and grease, used by curriers for soften- 
ing leather, and making it more fit for resisting dampness. 
1888 Elworthy W. Somerset Word-bk., Dipping } a strong 
poisonous liquor, for dipping sheep, to kill vermin, and to 
prevent the scab. 

3 . attrib. and Comb., chiefly in reference to tech- 
nical processes, as dipping-bath, -house, -ladle, 
-liquid, -net, -pan, -process, -room, -tub, -tube, 
- vessel , -works ; also Naut. (cf. Dip v. 6), as dip- 
ping-line, -lug, - mark ; also dipping-frame, a 
frame used in dipping tallow candles, and in 
dyeing ; f dipping-place, a baptistery ; dipping- 
shell, -snail «= Dipper 4 ; dipping-well, the re- 
ceptacle in front of an isobath inkstand. 

1841 Awards Bight. 4 Agric. Soc. Scotland , To Mr. 
Thomas Bigg, London, for a Sheep ^Dipping Apparatus. 
1894 Brit. Jrnl. Photogr. X.LI. 3 Procure a glass vertical 
^dipping bath with a glass dipper. 1893 Labour Commission 
Gloss., * Dipping House , the part of the factory in which 
the operation of dipping ..is earned on. Dipping House 
Women , are the women and girls in the potting industry 
who clean the ware after it lias been dipped and become 
dry. 1867 Smyth Sailor's Word-bk., * Dipping-ladle, a 
metal ladle for taking boiling pitch from the. cauldron. i 8 S 5 
Caulfeild Seamanship Notes 1 Work ^dipping-line and 
hoist sail, C1865 G. Gore va C ire. Sc. I . 216/1 He will 
require several .. pans, one containing nitric acid, another 
filled with ‘ ^dipping ’ liquid. 1875 Bedford Sailor s Pocket- 
bk. vi. (ed. 2) 214 Sling a *dipping lug \ from the foremost 
yard-arm. r i860 H. Stuart Seamans Catech. 7 How 
would you dip a * lug ’ ? Lower the halyards to the *dip- 
ping mark. 1867 Smyth Sailor's Word-bk., * Dipping-net, 
a small net- used for taking shad and other fish out of the 
water. 1874 Knight Diet. Meek. I. 705/1 * Dipping-pan 
(Stereotyping), a square, cast-iron tray in which the float- 
ing-plate and plaster-cast are placed for obtaining a stereo- 
type cast. 1616 MS. A cc. St. John's H osp., Canterb., Payd 
vnto a carpenter for making of a *depping_ place xvjcf. 
x766 Entick London IV. 374 In this parish [is] the Ana- 
baptist dipping-place. 1881 Guide Worcest. Porcel. Wks, 
27 From the ^dipping room the ware is brought to the 
drying stove, 1711 Phil. Trans. XXVII. 352 A sort of 
*Diping Shell, very common on the Shears of Jamaica and 
Barbadoes, 1776 *Dipping-snaii [see Dipper 4]. 1853 Catal. 
R. Agric. Soc. Show 1 Sheep Dipping Apparatus . . It con- 
sists of a ^dipping-tub, a draining-vessel, and an inclined 
plane. 1883 Syd. Soc. Lex . , * Dipping-tube, a fine glass tube 
used to collect a small quantity of liquid or some solid matter 
in a liquid, for examination under the microscope, c 1865 
Letheby in Circ. Sc. I. 93/2 The tallow is kept in the ^dip- 
ping-vessel, at a temperature just over the point of solidifi- 
cation. X889 Durham Univ. Jrnl. 196 It .. has a small 
■^dipping- well in which the ink is always at the same height. 

Drpping, ppl. a. [f. Dip v. + -ikg That 
dips, in various senses : see the verb. . 

1798 Coleridge Anc. Mar. 1. 12 With sloping masts and 
dipping prow. 1866 Mrs. Gaskell Wives <§* D an, xlvi. 
With formal dipping curtseys the ladies separated. ^ 1869 
TeaN Ingelovv Raven in White Chine vi, With a crimson 
hue The dipping sun endowed that silver flood. 1887 
Stevenson Underzvoods 1. iii- 4 My dipping paddle scarcely 
shakes The berry in the bramble-brakes. 

Hence Dippingly adv., in a dipping; way. 

1852 G. W. Curtis Lotos-eating 67 The summer-bird of a 
traveller who skims up the Hudson dippingly. ■ 


Di*ppmg;-aee;dle. [see Dip v. i 2, Dip sb. 4:] 
A magnetic needle mounted so as to he capable 
of moving in a vertical plane about its centre 
of gravity, and thus indicating by its dip the 
direction of the earth’s magnetism. So dipping- 
compass, an instrument consisting of a dipping- 
needle with a vertical graduated circle for measur- 
ing the ‘dip’ or angle of inclination ;= dip-circle. 

1667 Phil. Trans. II. 438 The Dipping-Needle^ is to be 
used as frequently as the former Experiment is made. 
1713 Derham Pkys.-TheoL v. i, note 21 (R.), I have not 
yet been so happy to procure a tolerable good dipping- 
needle. 1805 M. Flinders in Phil. Trans. XC V. 195 Taking 
the theodolite and dipping-needle, I landed. 1871 Tyndall 
Fragm. Sc. (1879) I. xiii. 373 Previous to magnetization, a 
dipping needle .. stands accurately level. 

Dip -pipe, -rod : see Dip sb. 

Bipriomdian (doipraiiunrdian), a. Pal&ont. 
[f. Gr. St- twice (Di--) 4* rplcov a saw.} Having ser- 
rations on both sides of the stem : said of grapto- 
lites. 

187 z Nicholson Palteont. 82 Two leading types may be 
distinguished amongst the Graptolites . . * monuprionidian ’ 
and ‘ diprionidian ’. 

t Diprisma*tic, a. Min . Obs. [f. Di- 2 + Pris- 
matic. J Doubly prismatic; pertaining to two pris- 
matic systems : see quot. 

x8zx R. Jameson Mineralogy Introd. 10 Cleavage is said 
to be diprismatic, if its planes have (the direction of the 
faces of a vertical, and at the same time of a horizontal 
prism. 

Bipropargyl (doipr^paud^il). Chcm. [f. Dr- 2 
2 + Bropargyl.] A hydrocarbon isomeric with 
benzene (C 8 H e ) having the constitution of a double 
molecule of the radical Propargyl or Propinyl 
(CH = C* CPI 2 ) ; a mobile, highly refractive liquid, 
with an intensely pungent odour. 

1875 Watts Diet. Chem. VII. 2008 Dipropargyl . . is 
easily distinguished from benzene by its property of com- 
bining with explosive violence with bromine. 1881 Nature 
XXI II. 566 Recent observations on dipropargyl by Henry, 
the discoverer of this curious compound. 

H Biproto&on (doipnm-tdctyn). Falseont. [mod. 
L., f. Gr. Si- twice 4 - 7 rp&To-s first 4* -o 5 of, neuter of 
-odovs, f. dSovs tooth.] A genus of huge extinct 
marsupials, having two incisors in the lower jaw. 

1839 Penny Cycl. XIV. 469/1 Anterior extremity of the 
right ramus, lower jaw, of Diprotodon. 1880 Nicholson 
Zool. lxix. 670 In size Diprotodon must have many times 
exceeded the largest of living Kangaroos. 1892 Pall 
Mall G. 30 Sept. 6/3 Remains of the extinct monster 
diprotodon. 

Dipro-todont, a. and sb. [f. as prec., with 
stem dSovr-.] 

A. adj. Having two incisors in the lower jaw; 
having the dentition or characteristics of the genus 
Diprotodon. B. sb. A marsupial of this genus. 

x88x Times 28 J an. 3/4 In the nototheres and diproto- 
donts, progressive movement is performed in the ordinary 
four-footed fashion of the tapir and rhinoceros. 

DipsacaceOTLS (dipsak^'jhs), a. Bot. [f. mod. 
L. Dipsacace-ae, f. Dipsacits, Gr. Upateos teasel, f. 
dLtpa thirst, in allusion to the retention of water in 
the hollows formed by the axils of the connate 
leaves.] Belonging to the Natural Order Dipsa- 
cacese , containing the teasels and their allies. 

Also Dipsa'ceous, a. (Smart SuppL 1849.) 

+ Bi psad. Obs. rare. [a. F. dipsade (Rabelais, 
16th c.j, ad. L. dipsad-em, Gr. dipaB-a (accus.) ; 
see Dipsas.] =Dipsas i. 

1607 Topsell Serpents (1658) 698 [tr. Lucan] And dipsads 
thirst in midst of water floud. 

Dipsadine (di’psadsin), a. Zool. [f. L. dipsad- 
stem of Dipsas 4- -ine.] Of or belonging to the 
family of non-venomous snakes, Dtpsadinvn, to 
which belongs the genus Dipsas (Dipsas 2 a). 

}] Dipsas (drpsses). PL dipsades (di'psadfz). 
Also 5 dypsa, 6 {Her.) dipsez, 8 dips a, dypsas. 
[L. dipsas, Gr. Btfas a serpent whose bite caused 
great thirst, orig. adj., causing thirst, f. Blp athirst. 
Cf. F. dipsade , dipsas , older dipse (13th c. in Hatz.- 
Darm.).] 

1 . A serpent whose bite was fabled to produce a 

raging thirst. ..." . . ■ 

1382 Wyclif Deui. viii. 15 Scorpioun , and dipsas, th at is, 
an eddre that whom he biteth, he maketh thur^ threste die. 
1496 Dives <§• Paup. (W. de W.) v. iii. 198/1 Flaterers be 
Iykened to an adder that is called dypsa. 1572 Bossewell 
Armorieu. 6 ^ A Dipsez verte, charged on the firste quarter. 
1609 Holland Amm. MarcelL xxii. xv. 213 Of ser- 
pents, to wit . . the Dipsades, and the Vipers. 1627 May 
Lucan ix. 703 Dipsases in midst of water dry.. 1667 
M ilton P. L . x. ■ 526 : Scorpion, ■' and Asp, ; ' and ' Amphisbaena 
dire, Cerastes hornd, Hydrus, and Ellops drear, And 
Dipsas. C1750 Shenstone Elegies xx. 39 Here the dry 
dipsa writhes his' sinuous mail. 1821 Shelley Prometh. 
Unb. in. iv. 19 It thirsted As one bit by a dipsas. 1894 
F. S. Ellis Reynard 336 A dipsas is a worm accurst, From 
whose bite follows raging thirst. 

2 . Zool. a. A tropical genus of non-venomous 
serpents, b. A genus of fresh- water bivalves of 
the family Unionidse, or river-mussels. 

184X Penny Cycl. XXI. 280 Under the non-venomous 
[serpents] are arranged the following genera 1 'oririx ; 
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Boa. .. Coluber .. Dtpsas. 1843 Ibid. XXVI. 5 Mr. J. E. 
Gray makes the Unionidee the eighth family of his order 
Clcuiopoda. Genera : — A notion, Margaritana, Dipsos. 

Bipsetic (dipsetik), a. and sb. [ad. Gr. Sifyntc- 
6s provoking thirst, thirsty, £. Stfa-eiv to thirst, 
Ufa thirst.] 

A. adj. Producing thirst. B. sb. A substance 
or preparation that produces thirst. 

1847 in Craig. 1883 in Syd. See. Lex. 

Dipsey, -sie, -sy, var. of Deep-sea. (apparently 
associated with dip), esp. in dip sy -lead, -line. 

1626-16$ [see Peep sea]. 1837 Marryat Dog-Fiend xliii, 
I may. .as well go down like a dipsey lead, i860 Bartlett 
Diet. Amer., Dipsy, a term applied, in some parts of 
Pennsylvania, to the sinker of a fishing-line. 1867 Smyth 
Sailed sWord-bk., Dipsy, the float of a fishing-line, 
t Drpsian, <*« Obs. [f. dipsa form of Difsas, 
or Gr. Sipt-os thirsty + -an.] Of thirst : such as 
was caused by the bite of the dipsas ; raging. 

a 2628 Sylvester Du Barias, Auto-machia 100 Gold, 
Gold bewitches mee, and frets accurst My greedy throat 
with more than Dipsian thirst. 

[Bipsin, app. mispr. for dipsie, Dipsey, deep-sea. 
1598 Hakluyt Voy. I. 435 Sound with your dipsiu lead, 
and note diligently what depth you finde.] 

II Bipsomama (dipsomania). Path. [f. Gr. 
Scfo- comb, form of Ufa thirst 4 - ixavla madness, 
Mania.] A morbid and insatiable craving for 
alcohol, often of a paroxysmal character. Also 
applied to persistent drunkenness, and formerly to 
the delirium produced by excessive drinking. 

1843-4 A. S. Taylor Med. Jurispr. lxvi, 655 Dipsomania , 
drunkenness. This state, which is called in law frenzy, or 
dementia affedata', is regarded as a temporary form of 
insanity. 1851-60 in Mayne Expos . Lex . 1862 tr. Caspar's 
Handbk. Forensic Med. (New Syd. Soc.) II. 9^ [She] had 
been for many years excessively given to drinking, and in 
her case it had developed to actual ‘dipsomania’. 1866 
A. Flint Princ. Med. (1880) 512 Dipsomania is a term 
sometimes used to denote the peculiar delirium arising from 
the abuse of alcohol, but it is commonly applied to an un- 
controllable desire for alcoholic drinks. 1881 S. Alford in 
Med. Temp. JmL XLVII, 163 Dipsomania, or inebriety, is 
a fundamental disease of the nervous system, primarily of 
a functional character. 1883 Syd. Soc. Lex. K Dipsomania 
.. is to be distinguished from ordinary and habitual drunken- 
ness, in that the craving is paroxysmal, and comes on 
apparently without the external temptation of what is called 
good company. 

Bipsom&'niac, sb. and a. [f. prec. 4- -AO (after 
Maniac).] 

A sb. A person affected with dipsomania ; one 
who suffers from an ungovernable craving for drink. 

1858 A. S. Taylor Med. Jurispr. Ixx. (ed.^ 6) 950 The two 
jurors, .considered that she was a dipsomaniac. 1866 Lend. 
Rev. 13 Oct. 404/2 There are several places where Dipso- 
maniacs are treated, under the rule and care of religious 
orders. 1884 Mrs. C. Praed Zero ix, A craving for excite- 
ment as keen as that of the dipsomaniac for alcohol. 

B. adj. — next. (In recent Diets.) 
Bipsomatti'acal, a. [f. as prec. 4 - -AL.] Af- 
fected with dipsomania. 

1865 tr. Caspads Handbk. Forensic Med. (New Syd. Soc.) 
IV. 267 She had given herself up to drunkenness and had 
become dipsomamacal. 

Bipsopathy (dipsp*pa]>i). [f. Gr. S ifo-, Ufa 
thirst + ird&eia, t it&Oos suffering (taken after 
homoeopathy, hydropathy , etc., in sense * method of 
cure J ).] The treatment of disease by abstinence 
from liquids. 1883 in Syd. Soc. Lex. 

|| Dipso-sis. Mad. [irreg. f, Gr. Ufa thirst + 
-osis : the actual Gr. word was 8lfri<rts.] * A term 
for a morbid degree of thirst : nearly synonymous 
with PolydipsicB (Mayne Expos . Lex. 1851-60). 
1847 i n Craig. 

Dipsy, variant of Dipsey. 

Dipt, variant of dipped, pa. t. and pple. of Dip v. 
Diptani, obs. form of Dittany. 

Bipter (di*ptai). Entom. [ad. F. diptlre (1 791 
in Hatz.-Darm.), L. dipter-us, a. Gr. Shrepos two- 
winged, f. Si-, Us twice 4 - irrepov wing.] One of 
the Diptera ; a two- winged fly. 

1828 Webster s.v., The dipters are an order of insects 
having only two wings, and two poisers, as the fly, 

I! Brptera, sb.pl. Entom . [mod.L. = Gr. S'nrrepa 
(Aristotle), pi. neuter of dlirrepos two-winged (sc. 
insecta insects, animalia animals) : see prec.] The 
two- winged flies, a large order of insects having 
one pair of membranous wings, with a pair of hal- 
teres or poisers representing a posterior pair. W ell- 
known examples are the common house-fly, the 
gnats, gad-flies, and crane-flies. 

^ 1819 Pantalogia.^ Diptera, in zoology, an order of the class 
insecta, characterised by having two wings, under each of 
which is a clavate poise with its appropriate scale. 1867 F. 
Francis Anglings l (1880) 196 The other orders in most use 
by the fly-fishers^ are . . the Diptera , or two-winged. 1879 
A. W. Bennett in Academy 33 Abundantly visited by in- 
jects, especially Diptera. 

Biptera*ceous f a. Bot. [f. mod. Bot. L. Dip - 
ter deem, f. Dipter - contracted from Dipterocarpus 
generic name (f. Sim-sp-os two-winged + icapir6s 
fruit); see -aoeous.] Of or belonging to the 
Natural Order Dipteracem {Dipterocarpem ) : see 
Dipterocarp. So Dipterad, a plant of this order. 
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2849 Smart Suppl., Dipieraceous, epithet of an order of 
arborescent exogens, found only in India and the Indian 
Archipelago, which includes the camphor tree; an order 
chiefly marked by the enlarged, foliaceous, unequal seg- 
ments of the calyx investing the fruit. 1866 Treas. Bot. I. 
415/2 Dipteracese ( Dipterocarpese , Dipterads), a natural 
order of thalamifloral dicotyledons or Exogens, .containing 
large trees with resinous juice. 

Dipteral (di*pterai),#. [f. L .dipter-os (Vitruv.), 
a. Gr. Umcpos (Dipter) 4 - -al.] 

1. Arch. Having a double peristyle. 

1812 W. Wilkins Civil Archit. Vitruvius 37 It was per- 
haps the intention of the author to represent dipteraUemples 
with a treble portico in that front only through which they 
were approached. 1846 Ellis Elgin Marb. I. 72 A temple 
was of the kind called dipteral, when it had two ranges of 
columns resting on the pavement. 2886 Century Mag. Nov. 
139/1 A dipteral temple. 

2. Entom. — Dipterous. 

1828 in Webster. 

Bi'pteran, a. and sb. Entom . [f. as Dipter, 
Diptera + -an.] 

A. adj «* Dipterous. B. sb. A dipterous insect. 

2842 in Brande Diet. Sci etc . : and in mod. Diets. 

t Bipte'ric, a. Arch. Obs. rare. [a. F . dip- 
terique (17th c.), f. Gr. Samp-os two-winged 4- 
-ic.] = Dipteral. 

1664 Evelyn tr. Freart's Archit. yj It was of the dip- 
teryque figure ; that is, inviron’d with a two-foid range of 
Columns. 

Dipterist (dipterist). [f. Dipter- a 4 * -ist.] 
An entomologist who studies the Diptera. 

1872 0 . W. Holmes Poet Break /. -A ii. (1885) 48 Competi- 
tion . . between the dipterists and the iepidopterists. 

Bipterocarp (di*ptero ( kajp). Bot. [ad. mod. 
L. Dipterocarp-us, f. Gr. S'nrrep-os two-winged 4- 
Kapiros fruit.] A member of the genus Diptero- 
carpus or Natural Order Dipterocarpem, comprising 
East Indian trees characterized by two wings on 
the summit of the fruit, formed by enlargement of 
two of the calyx-lobes. Cf. Dipteraceous. So 
D ipteroca rpous a., belonging to this genus or 
order. 

1876 Harley Mat. Med. 702 Dipterocarps: . . Gigantic 
trees abounding in resinous juice, natives of India. 1885 
H, O. Forbes Nat . Wand. E. Archip. 135 Various species 
of coniferous and dipterocarpous trees. 

DipteroTogy. [f. Diptera: see -(o)logy.] 
That branch ol entomology which relates to the 
Diptera. Hence Dipteroio'gical a., Dipter© - 
legist - Dipterist. 

1881 Nature XXIV. 46 Descriptions of new diptera, and 
dipterological notes. 

Ii Bi’pteros. Arch. Formerly also dipteron, 
and, after Fr., dipter©. [a. Gr. S'nrrepos (sc. raos) 
two-winged (temple).] A temple or building with 
double peristyle. 

_ 1706 Phillips (ed. Kersey), Dipteron (in Archit.) a Build- 
ing that has a double Wing or Isle. The Ancients gave that 
Name to such Temples as were surrounded with two ranges 
of Pillars .. which they call’d Wings. 1727-52 Chambers 
Cycl., Diptere , or Dipteron. 2730-6 Bailey (folioV Diptere. 
1882 Ogilvie, Dipteros. 

Bipter otLS (drpteras), a. [f. mod.L. dipter-us 
(see Dipter) 4- -oust] 

1. Entom. Two- winged ; of, pertaining to, or of 
the nature of the Diptera. 

1773 White in Phil. Trans. LXIV. 201 They .. are 
greatly .. annoyed by a large dipterous insect. 2802 Bing- 
ley Anim. Blog. (1813) I. 48 Dipterous insects are those 
haying only two wings, each furnished at its base with a 
poise or balancer. 1816 Kirby & Sp. EntomoL (1843) II. 
304 The noisiest wings belong to insects of the dipterous 
order. 1874 Lubbock Orig. f Met. Ins. i. 24 Smooth ovate 
bodies, much resembling ordinary dipterous pupae. 

2. Bot. Having two wing-like appendages or 
processes, as certain fruits, seeds, etc, 

2852-60 Mayne Expos. Lex., Dipterus .. having two 
wings : dipterous. Bot. Applied to a pericarp when it has 
lateral appendages like wings. 1866 in Treas. Bot. 

II Brpterus. Balmont. [mod.L,, f. Gr. : see 
Dipter.] A genus of Palaeozoic dipnoous fishes, 
having two dorsal fins, opposite the ventral and 
anal respectively. Hence Dipte-riau a. and sb., 
belonging to, or a member of, this genus. 

2842 H. Miller O. R. Sandst. (ed. 2) 103 The Dipterus or 
double-wing, of the Lower Old Red Sandstone. 1847 Ansted 
Anc. Woridiv. 70 These ancient fishes (Dipterians). 1854 F. 
C. Bakewell Geol. 29 Other fishes, of which the dipterus is 
the type, bear more resemblance to fishes of the present day. 

Bipterygiau (dipterrd3’an), a. (sb.) Ichth . [f. 
mod.L. Dipterygii (f. 81-, Us twice 4 - nr€pvyi-ou 
fin) + -an.] Having two fins : applied to fishes 
having, or supposed to have, only two fins. Also 
Dipterygions a. 

2847 Craig, Dipterygians, a family of fishes, furnished with 
two fins only. 2883 m Syd. Soc. Lex. [both words], 

Diptong(e, obs. form of Diphthong. 

Biptote (drpt^ut), sb. and a. Gram. Also 7-8 
•tot, 8 -toton. [ad. L. diptota (pi.) nouns that have 
only two case-endings, a. Gr. Sumyra, pi. neuter of 
Unrcoro-s with a double case-ending, f. Si-, Sis 
twice + rtrooros falling {nr Suns case).] 

A. sb. A noun having only two cases. B. adj. 
Having only two cases. 


bibabiation. 

2622 Brinsley Pos. Paris (1669) 101 Q. What words do 
you call Diptots? A. Such as have but two cases. 2656 
Blount Glossogr Diptote. 2752c Wesley Wks. (1872) 
XIV. 40 Diptots, which have but two cases ; as, Spontis, 
Sponte. 1885 tr. Soc in's Arab. Gram. 56 The triptote are 
distinguished from the diptote nouns by the nunation being 
always written over the former. 

Biptych. (di-ptik). Forms: 7 diptyck, 7-8 
diptick, dyptick, 7-9 diptye, 8 dyptie, 7- dip- 
tych. [ad. L. diptycha (pL), a. late Gr. 8itttvx<i 
pair of writing-tablets, neut. pi. of Utttvxos double- 
folded, f. St-, Sts twice + TTTvxrj fold. Cf. mod.F. 
diptyque, c 1*100 in Hatz.-Darm.] 

1. Anything folded, so as to have two leaves ; 
esp. a two-leaved, hinged tablet of metal, ivory or 
wood, having its inner surfaces covered with wax, 
used by the ancients for writing with the stylus. 

2622 Sparrow Bk. Com . Prayer Pref., Diptychs or Folded 
Tables. 1732 Gale in Phil. Trans. XXXVII. 161 The 
Diptychs and Triptychs that were covered with Wax, 
served only for common Occurrences. 1829 J. Flaxman 
Lect. Sculpt, iii. 98 The Greeks executed small works of 
great elegance, as may be seen in the dyptics, or ivory 
covers, to consular records/or sacred volumes. 2859 Gul- 
liCk & Timbs Paint. 306 The diptychs .. were among the 
Romans formed of two little tablets of wood or ivory, 
folding one over the other like a book, 

b. spec, (in //.) Applied to the artistically 
wrought tablets distributed by the consuls, etc. 
of the later Empire to commemorate their tenure 
of office; hence transferred to a list of magistrates. 

1781 Gibbon Decl. F. II. 27 Their names and portraits, 
engraved on gilt tablets of ivory, were dispersed over the 
empire as presents to the provinces . . the senate . . the people. 
{Note) Montfaucon has represented some of these tablets 
or dypticks. 1797 Monthly Mag. 506 The consular dyptics 
contain similar cyphers. 

2. Eccl. (in pi.) Tablets on which were recorded 
the names of those of the orthodox, living and 
dead, who were commemorated by the early Church 
at the celebration of the eucharist. Hence, The list 
or register of such names ; the intercessions in the 
course of which the names were introduced. 

1640 Hammond Poor Mads Tithing Wks. 2684 IV. 5 
Enrol their names in the book of life, in those sacred eternal 
diptycks. 2680 Stillingfl. Mischief Separation (ed. 2) 30 
Atticus restored the name of St. Chrysostom to the Diptychs 
of the Church. 1725 tr. Dupin' s Eccl. H ist. xjth C. I. v. 64 
The Dipticks ..have been famous, in the Councils of the 
East ever since the Council of Chalcedon. 1855 Milman 
Lat. Chr. (1864)1. m. iii. 4o The Names of Acacius and 
all who communicated with him were erased from the dip- 
tychs. 1882-3 Schaff Encycl. Relig. Knotol. I, 643 In 
the twelfth century the diptychs fell out of use in the Latin 
Church. 

3 . An altar-piece or other painting composed of 
two leaves which close like a book. 

1852 Mrs. Jameson Leg. Madonna Introd. (1857) 52 A 
Diptych is an altar-piece composed of two divisions or 
leaves, which are united by hinges, and close like a book, 
1863 Baring-Gould Iceland 158 Svinavatn church contains 
a curious diptych with mediaeval figures. 

Drpty chons, a. [f. as prec. + -ous.] Double- 
folded. 1883 in Syd. Soc. Lex. 

II BipitS (dai-p#s), Zool. [mod.L., ad. Gr. Sirrovs 
two-footed.] a. The typical genus of the jerboas, 
a race of rodents which progress like the kangaroo, 
by leaping with the long hinder legs, b, A small 
marsupial quadruped of Australia, Chmropus cas - 
tanotis. 

2799 B, J. Barton in Trans. Amer. Soc. IV, 114 {title) 
Some account of the American Species of Dipus, or Jar boa. 
2849 C. Sturt Exp. Centr. Austral. II. 5 Mr. Browne and 
I had chased a Dipus into a hollow log, and there secured 
it. 2859 Cornwallis New World I. 194 The wallabi, the 
dipus, the talpero, the wombat. 

Bipyre (dipai«>*j). Min. [mod. (HaUy 1801) 
ad. L. dipyros, Gr. Siirvpos twice put into the fire, f. 
Si - twice + 7 rvp fire : so called because when heated 
it exhibits both phosphorescence and fusion.] A 
silicate of alumina with small proportions of the 
silicates of soda and lime, occurring in square 
prisms. 

1804 Fourcroy's Ckem. II. 441 The dipyre. 2807 Atkin 
Diet. Chem. 4- Min. s. v. 2868 Dana Min. § 302 Dipyre 
occurs in rather coarse crystals, often large or stout, and 
rarely columnar, in metamorphic rocks. 

Bipyrencras (doipaiiimos), a. Bot. [f. Gr. 
St- twice + trvprjv fruit-stone 4- -oufc,] Containing 
two fruit-stones. 

1866 in Treas. Bot. 2880 Gray Struct. Bot. vii, § 2. 
298 The fruits are dipyrenous, tripyrenous, tetrapyrenous, 
etc., according as they contain 2, 3, or 4 pyrense. 

f Bira'cnate, V. Obs. [f. L. di-, dis - asunder 
+ Radiate.] trans. To shed abroad in rays. 

2652 Biggs New Disp. i> 85 [To] diradiate their vertues. 
1727 Bailey vol, II, Diradiated, spread forth in Beams of 
Light. 

Biradiation (dair^di^ *Jan) . [n. of action from 
prec.] 

1. The diffusion of rays from a luminous body. 

1706 Phillips (ed. Kersey), Diradiation , a spreading 

abroad of Beams of Light; also a plashing or setting of 
Vines in form of Sun-beams. 2883 Syd. Soc. Lex., Diradia- 
tion, the emission of light-rays from a luminous body. 

2. Med. (See quots.) 

2730-6 Bailey (folio), Diradiation (in Medicine) an in- 
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vigomtion of the muscles by the animal spirits. 1823 in 
Cbabb TecknoL Diet, . 1883 Syd.Soc. Lex., Diradiaiion. . 
a synonym for Hypnotism. 

f Bi/ral, CL. Obs. rare. [f. L. Dir sc the Furies, 
the dire (sisters) + -al.] Of or pertaining to the 
Furies ; dire. 

1606 Bod & Cleaver Exp. Prov. xiii.-xiv. (1609) 102 
That we expose not our hearts to these dirall and bitter 
terrors. 

t Birama tion. Obs. rare- 1 , [f, L. di-, dzs- 
asunder + ram- us branch + -ation.J Branching 
out, ramification. 

1778 Nat. Hist, in Ann. Reg. 109/2 The course and dira- 
mations of the vessels in stones. 

Bircsean (daisran), a. [f. L. Diraeus, {. Dine, 
Gr. Aipiaj name of a fountain in Boeotia.] Of or 
belonging to the fountain of Diree : used of Pindar, 
called by Horace Dircmus cygnus the Dircaean 
swan ; Pindaric, poetic. 

*730 Young Merchant iv. ii, O thou Dircaean Swan on 
high. 1884 Q. Rev. July 136 The voice of poet and prophet 
..blended .in a sublime Dircaean strain. 1894 Gladstone 
in 19th Cent. Sept. 318 Air buoyant and copious enough to 
carry the Dircaean swan. 

Dirdum (daudam). Sc. and north, dial. Forms: 

5 durdan, 6 - dirdum, 7-9 -dam, -dom, durdum, 
9 durden, durdem, dordum, dyrdum. [Deri- 
vation unknown : app. not connected with Sc. dird 
stroke, blow. It has been compared with Gaelic 
diardan anger, surliness, snarling, and with Welsh 
dwrdd, * sonitus, strepilus * (Davies),] 

1. Uproar, tumultuous noise or din. 

c 1440 York Myst. xxxi. 41 And se hat no durdan be done. 
<2x5x0 Douglas King Hart 11. 453 Than rats thair meikle 
dirdum and demy. 2535 Stewart Cron. Scot. 1x858) I. 4 
Lat be thi dirdum and thi din. 1655 Clarke Pkraseol. 
170 (Halliw.) An horrible dirdam they made. 1674-91 
Ray Local Words 129 Durdom , noise. 2686 G. Stuart 
Joco-Ser. Disc. 70 For aw their Dirdom, and their Dion, 
ft was but little they did winn. 2802 R. Anderson Cum- 
berld. Ball., Peace 1, Sec a durdem, N ichol says, They’ve 
bed in Lunnon town. 1832 W, Stephenson Gateshead 
Poems 99 Their dirdum ye may hear each neet, If ye’ll 
but gan to Robbins^ 1855 Robinson Whitby Gloss., Dur- 
dum, riotous confusion. ‘The street is all in a durdum/ 
1869 Lonsdale Gloss., Durden, Durdum, uproar, hubbub. 
1892 Northumhld. Gloss., Dirdum, Durdum , Dordum , 
noise and excitement, a confusion, a hurly-burly. 

2. Outcry ; loud reprehension, obloquy, blame. 

2709 M. Bruce Soul Confirm. 14 (Jam.) A clash of the 

Kirk ? s craft . .a fair dirdim of their synagogue. 2816 Scott 
Old Mort . vii, * This is a waur dirdum than we got frae 
Mr. Gudyill when ye garr’d me refuse to eat the plum-por- 
ridge on Yule-eve/ 1823 Misses Corbett Petticoat Tales 
1. 280 (Jam.), * 1 gi’ed her such a dirdum the last time I got 
her sitting m our laundry/ 1824 Scorr Redgauntlet Let. 
xi, ‘We had better lay the hail! dirdum on that ill-deedie 
creature.’ x886 Stevenson Kidnapped xix, If I get the 
dirdum of this dreadful accident. I’ll have to fend for 
myself. 

Bir© (dai<u), a. and sh. Also 6-7 dyre. [ad. L. 
dtr-us fearful, awful, portentous, ill-boding.] 

A. adj. 1 Dreadful, dismal, mournful, horrible, 
terrible, evil in a great degree ’ ( J,). 

1567 Drant Horace's Epist. xvi. Fj, With gyues, and 
fetters lie tame the under a galow dyre. 1590 Spenser 
F.Q. 1. xi. 40 All was covered with darknesse dire. 1605 
Shaks. Macb. n. iii. 63 Strange Schreemes of Death, And 
Prophecying, with Accents terrible, Of dyre Combustion. 
1667 Milton P. L. ii. 628 All monstrous, all prodigious 
things. .Gorgons and Hydra's and Chimeras dire. x68x 
Lorn, ; Gaz. No. 2649/3 And His Majesty, with advice 
foresaid, recommends to His Privy Council to see this Act 
put to dire and vigorous Execution. 1768 Beattie Minstr. 
n. ii, To learn the dire effects of time and change, a 1774 
Goldsm. Double Transform. 75 That dire disease, whose 
ruthless power Withers the beauty's transient flower. 1784 
Cowper Task 11. 270 Gives his direst foe a friend's embrace. 
1853 C. Bronte Villette xxv, Forced by dire necessity. x868 
Helps Realmah xvii. (1876) 462 Ostentation, the direst 
enemy of comfort. 

b. Dire sisters (L. dim sorores, Dir sc ) : the 
Furies, 

*748 J. Davidson AEneid vii. 195 From the Mansion of 
the dire Sisters. 

t B. sb. Obs , 

1, Dire quality or matter, direness. 

*660 Wood Life (Oxf. Hist. Sac.) 1 . 367 Their sermons 
. .before were verie practical! and commonly full of dire. 

2 , pi. = L. Dim, Furies, dire sisters. 

' ; *6*0. G. ' Fletcher ; Christ's Tri. over Death xxi, Arms, 
arme your selttes, sad Dires of my pow’r, 

; v* Comb, (chiefly adverbial or parasynthetic), as 
dire-clinging ■, - gifted , -lamenting, -looking, ozsaged. 

* 59 ? Shaks. Two Gent. iii. ii. 82 After your dire-lamenting 
Elegies, Visit . . your Indies chamber-window With some 
sweet Consort. 1633 Milton Arcades 52 The cross dire- 
looking planet. 1730-46 Thomson A utunm 875 Here the 
plain harmless native, .to the ■ rocks Dire-clingmg, gathers 
ms ovarious food, a x88x Rossetti Rose Mary, zndBeryl- 
tsong 2 Dire-gifted spirits of fire. 

Direckar, obs. Sc. form of Director. 

Direct (dire*kt, dm-), v. Also 5 de-, 5-6 dy-, 
5 derekt, 6 Sc, direck. [f. L. direct- {direct-), 
ppl. stem of dirigire (de-) to straighten, set straight, 
direct, guide, f. di- apart, asunder, distinctly (or 
de- down) + reggre to put or keep straight, to rule. 
It is probable that the ppl. adj. direct was first 
formed immediately from L. direct-us , and that this 


originated a verb of the same form : cf. -ate 3 3 . 
Both ihe pa. pple. and finite tenses of the verb were 
used by Chaucer. There is a close parallelism of 
sense-development between direct and address , 
arising out of their etymological affinity : cf. also 
Dress v ] 

1. trans. To write (something) directly or specially 
to a person, or for his special perusal; to address, 
f a. To dedicate (a treatise) to. Obs. 

c 1374 Chaucer Troylus v. 1868 O morall Gower, this 
booke I directe To thee. 2447 Bokenham Seyntys (Roxb.) 
lutrod. 7 You sone and fadyr to whom I dyrecte This symplje 
tretyhs. 1555 Eden Decades 236 They dyrected and dedi- 
cated suche thinges to kynges and princes. 1581 Satir. 
Poems Reform . xliv, 2 To 30U, ministers, and Prelattis of 
perdition, This schedul schort I do direct. 2607 Tofsell 
Four-f. Beasts (1658) 129 The Treatise of English Dogs .. 
translated by A. F. and directed to that noble Gesner. 
fb. To write (a letter or message) expressly to. 
[L. dirigere epistolam , 4 th c., Servius and Jerome ; 
also attributed by Servius to Cicero.] Obs. 

*397 Rolls of Par U. III. 378/2 As it is., declared in the 
same Commission directid to William Rikhill, Justice. 2467 
Mann, ty iiouseh . Exp. 173, I have reseyved 3ower moste 
grasyou's) leter to me dereketed, to be wethe 5owere hynes 
... the nexte morow after Kandelmas day. 1490 Caxton 
Eneydos xxii. 84 Yf he take the lettre vnto hym whome it 
is dyrected vnto. 1511-2 Act 3 Hen. VIII, c. 23 § 5 The 
Kinges Highnes shall, .direct hislettres missyves to twayn 
of his honourable Counseillours. 1535 Boorde Let. in 
Introd. Know L (1870) Foreward 53 To .. Master Thomas 
Cromwell be fris byll dyrectyd. x6ox R. Parsons (title), 
An Apologetical Epistle : directed to the right honourable 
Lords . . of her Maiesties Privie Counsel!. X730 Gay in 
Swift's Lett. (1766) II. 115 If you knew how often I talk 
of you . .you would now and then direct a letter to me. 

c. spec. In modern usage, To write on the out- 
side of (a letter or the like) the name, designation, 
and residence of the person to whom it is to be 
delivered ; to write the * direction * or ‘ address ’ on. 
(In early examples not separable from b.) 

1588 Skaks. L. L.L. iv. ii. 132 But Damosella virgin, Was 
this directed to you ? 5642 Kings Reply in Rushw. Hist. 

Coll. (1721) V. 63 His Message, .was . . taken, .by the Earl 
of Essex, and though not to him directed, was by him 
opened. 1697 Loud. Gaz. No. 3334/4 The Box nail’d up 
and Directed to Mrs. Ann Perriot. 1723 Addison Guardian 
No. 123 1*3 A letter folded up and directed to a certain 
nobleman. 1726 Shelvocke Voy. round World 134 Put 
them all up together in one packet, and direct them to 
me. 2855 Ld. Houghton in Life (x8 91) I. xi. 527 Lady Elles- 
mere's letter missed me altogether, although directed as I 
desired. 

absol. 1707 Thoresby in Lett. Lit. Men (Camden) 337 If 
I had sooner known how to direct to you, I had long ago. . 
written. 2752 Burke Corr. (1844) I. 26 Direct to me at Mr, 
Hipkis’s, Ironmonger in Monmouth. 1775 Johnson Let. to 
Mrs. Thrale 6 June, I hope my sweet Queeney will write 
me a long letter/when, .she knows how to direct to me. 

2. To address (spoken words) to anyone ; to utter 
(speech) so that it may directly reach a person. 
arch. 

£■1450 tr, De Imitations 1. xxiii, pider directe praiers & 
daily mornynges wip teres. 1591 Shaks. x Hen. VI, v. iii. 
179 Words sweetly plac’d, and modest[l]ie directed. x6xx 
Bible Ps. v. 3 In the morning will I direct my prayer vnto 
thee, 1651 Hobbes Leviath , u. xxv. 132 To whom the 
Speech is directed. 

fb. To impart, communicate expressly, give in 
charge to a person. Obs. 

a 1400 Pistill of Susan 278 He directed pis dom . . To 
Danyel pe prophete. 1598 Barret Theor. Warres 1. i. 1 
The straite charges and commands directed from her Ma- 
iestie. 2633 Bp. Hall Hard Texts 324 If God should direct 
his precepts to a child. 

3. To put or keep straight, or in right order. T a. 
To set or put in right order, to arrange. Obs. 

1509 Hawes Past. Pleas, x. iii, Dysposicion, the true 
seconde parte Of rethorike, doth evermore dyrecte The 
maters formde of this noble arte, Gyvyng them place after 
the aspect. 

b. 'l'o keep in right order ; to regulate, control, 
govern the actions of. 

c 15x0 More Ficus Wks. 32 O holy God . . whiche heauen 
and earth directest all alone. 2548-9 (Mar.) Bk. Com. Prayer 
132 b (Commun. Coll.) To direct, sanctifye and gouerne, both 
our heartes and bodies. 1552 Abp, Hamilton Cateck. (1884) 
29 It [the eye] direckis al the membris of our bodie. 27x3 
Addison Cato 1. i. 41 He.. cover’d with Numidian Guards, 
directs A feeble army. 2847 Emerson Repr. Men , Napoleon. 
Wks. (Bohn) 1. 373 His grand weapon, namely, the millions 
whom he directed. 2883 Froude Short Stud. IV. 1, i. 2 The 
mind, or spiritual part of man, ought to direct his body. 

C. absol. 

1622 Bible Ecd. x. 10 Wisedom is profitable to direct 

4. trans. To cause (a thing or person) to move 
or point straight to or towards a place ; to aim (a 
missile) ; to make straight (a course or way) to 
any point; to turn (the eyes, attention, mind) 
straight to an object, (a person or thing) to an aim, 
purpose, etc. 

1526 Pilgr. Perf. (W. de W. 2531) 95 Y* vice y 4 most 
maketh man lyke to beestes, & directeth hym from god. 
2559 W. Cunningham Cosmogr. Glasse 137 Directe the ruler 
with hys two sightes unto anye one place. 2576 Fleming 
Panopl. Epist. 23, I came out of Asia, and directed toy 
saile from Aegina towardes Megara. Ibid. 350 But if he 
failed, .in directing his shafte. 1632 Lithcow Trav. in. 99 
Directing his course to rush up on the face of a low Rocke. 
2655 Stanley Hist. Philos. Ded., I send this book to you 
because you first directed me to this design, c 1676 Lady 


Chaworth In 2 2th Rep. Hist. MSS. Comm . App. y. tt, 

I . . had the good luck to escape the squibs . . especially di- 
rected to the balcone over against me. 1703 Moxon Mech. 
Exerc. 205 Do not direct the cutting Corner of the Chissel 
inwards. 2711 Addison Sped. No. 159 r 8, I directecT niy 
Sight as I was ordered. 1726 Adv.Capi. R. Boyle 32 They 
directed their Steps towards my Confinement. 1790 Paley 
Horse Paul. i. 8 A different undertaking, .and directed to a 
different purpose. 2855 Macaulay Hist. Eng. 111 . 2 6 Howe 
. .directed all his sarcasms, .against the malecontents 1856 
Emerson Eng. Traits, Times Wks. (Bohn) II. 119 But the 
steadiness of the aim suggests the belief that this fire is 
directed . . by older engineers. 2860 Tyndall Glac. n. xxiv. 
355 To direct attention to an extremely curious fact. 1867 
Smiles Huguenots Eng. i (1880) 0 These measures were 
directed against the printing of religious works generally. 
2872 B. Stewart Heat § 35 These telescopes are directed 
towards two marks. 1874 Green Short Hist. vi. § 4. 302 
The efforts of the Frencn monarchy had been directed to 
the conquest of Italy. 2875 Jowett Plato (ed. 2) I. 207 
Everybody’s eyes were directed towards him. 

absol. 1639 Fuller Holy War v« ix. (1647) 244 Good 
deeds w , h direct to happinesse. 

b. To inform, instruct, or guide (a person), as 
to the way ; to show (any one) the way. 

1607 Shaks. Cor. iv. iv. 7 Direct me, if it be your will, 
where great Auffidius lies. 2632 J. Hayward tr. Biondi's 
Eromena 92, 1 would faine be so directed as I might. Tinde 
him out. Mod. Can you direct me to the nearest railway 
station ? 

+ C. intr. for refl. To point. Obs. 

2665 Hooke Microgr. 205 Little white brisles whose points 
all directed backwards, 2723 Chambers tr. Le Clerc's 
Treat. Arckit , I. 64 Care, .taken that . . each Plume direct 
to its Origin. 

5. trans. To regulate the course of ; to guide, 
conduct, lead ; to guide with advice, to advise. 

*559 W. Cunningham Cosmogr. Glasse it Directe thy 
Chariot in a meane, clymbe thou not to hye. 2582 Pettie 
Guazzo's Civ. Conv. 11. (1586) 114 b, [He] maketh her the 
starre by whose aspect he doth direct all his doings. 2585 
T. Washington tr. Nicholay's Voy. 1. xv. 16 b, Having 
prepared a frigat to direct us. 2596 Shaks. Merck. V. 11. 
vii. 14 Some God direct my iudgement. 1634 Sir T. Her- 
bert Trav. 5 Sharkes . . are alwayes directed by a little 
specled fish, called a pilot fish. 2769 Junius Lett . xxxv. 
162 The choice of your friends has been singularly directed. 
2776-82 Gibbon Decl. Cf F. xxvii. (1875) 440/2 The conscience 
of the credulous prince was directed by saints and bishops. 
1856 Froude Hist. Eng. (1858) I. v. 414 He directed, or 
attempted to direct, his conduct by the broad rules of what 
he thought to be just. 

b. Mus. To conduct (a musical performance). 
2880 Grove Diet. Mus. I. 390/2 At the concert which he 
had to direct (during the series of 1820). 1893 W. P. Court- 
ney in Academy 13 May 413 /x The music . . was composed 
and directed by Handel. 

6 . To give authoritative instructions to ; to ordain, 
order, or appoint (a person) to do a thing, (a thing) 
to be done. 

1598 Shaks. Merry W. iv, ii. 98 Pie first direct my men 
what they shall doe with the basket. 2611 — Cymb. v. v. 
280 A feigned Letter, .which directed him To seeke her on 
the Mountaines. 2632 Lithgow Trav. x. 457 He made fast 
the doore. .as he was directed. 2727 De Foe Hist. Appar. 
iii. (1840) 22 Whether he is ever sent or directed to come. 
2747 Col. Rec. Pennsylv. V. 101 The Order of the King in 
Council which was directed to be laid before us. 1732 John- 
son Rambler No. 200 f 14 One of the golden precepts of 
Pythagoras directs, that * a friend should not be hated for 
little faults \ 1873 B’ness Bunsen in Hare Life (1879) I. ii. 

59 The seeming arbiter of war. .directed his legions to re- 
move from Boulogne. 2891 Law Times ’KC 11 . 207/2 Finally 
the master directed an issue to be tried. 

b. intr. ox absol. To give directions ; to order, 
appoint, ordain. 

1655 Digges Compl. Ambuss. 6 Her skill and years was 
now to direct . .not to be directed. 1700 S, L, tr. Fry he's 
Voy. E. Ind. 39 The President is one of the Council, but 
cannot direct m any thing of moment without the consent 
of the General. 1764 Goldsm. Trav. 64 Who can direct, 
when all pretend to know? 18x8 Jas. Mill Brit. India 

II. v. v. 520 Cast their anchors as chance or convenience 
directed. 2888 Law Times' Rep. LIX. 265/1 [To] be con- 
veyed to them as tenants in common, or joint tenants, as 
they should direct. 

e. trans. To order, appoint, prescribe (a thing 
to be done or carried out). 

2826 Keatings Trav. (1817) II. 20 On the present occa- 
sion, the alcaid. .directed a different arrangement. 1863 
H. Cox Instit. 1. vii. 81 The House of Commons haq 
directed an impeachment against Lord Treasurer Damby. 
1883 Law Rep. 11 Q. Bench Div. 591 [The Judge] was of 
opinion that the words above mentioned were privileged.* 
and directed a nonsuit. 

fd. To prescribe (medically). Obs. 

2754-64 Smellie Midwif. III. 77, I directed some The- 
baick drops. 

7 . Astrol. To calculate the arc of direction of (a 
significator) : see Direction 10. 

2810 Jas. Wilson Compl. Diet. Astrol. s.v. Directions, 
Problem 1st.— To direct the Sun when not more than 
distant from the cusp of the mid-heaven to any Conjunction 
or aspect .. Problem 7th. — To direct a significator with 
latitude to any conjunction or aspect. 

■f 33. Examples of direct as pa.pple. *= Directed. 
(Cf. also next.) Obs. 

c 1386 Chaucer Man of Law's T. 650 Another lettre 
wroght ful synfully, Vn to the kyng direct of this mateere. 
c 2392 — * Compl. Venus 75 Pryncesse, resceyveke Jris com- 
playnt in gree Vn to youre excellent benignytee Dyrect. 
2423 Jas. I Kingis Q. Ixii, The ditee there I maid Direct to 
hire that was my herds queue, c 2450 tr, De Imitation # 
m. lxiv. To k« are myn eyen dyrecte, roy god, fader of 
mercies. 1503 Hawes Examp. Virt. vii. 226 Thrugh 
whome his subgectes be dyrect. *52* Act 4 Hen. VIII, 
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DIRECT, 

c. 4 § i One writte of proclamacion to be direct to the 
Shirif of the Conn tie. 1567 Salir. Poems Reform . {1890) 
vi. {title). An e Exhortation derect to. my Lord Regent, 
Direct (dire-kt, dai-), a. and adv. Also 4-6 
d y-, directe, 6 derect. [prob. a. F. direct ( 13 th 

c. in Godef. Suppli) ** Pr. direct, It. diretto, Sp. 
direcho right, ad. L. direct-us {de rectus , pa. pple. 
of dinger e, deriglre ; see Direct zl ^ The pa. pple. 
was used as a simple adj. already in Latin. For 
the s'rictly ppl. use in Eng. see alter prec. vb.] 

A. adj. 

1. In reference to space : Straight ; undeviating 
in course ; not circuitous or crooked. 

{139X : see c.] 

3548 Hall Citron., Hen. IV 13 The confederates .. toke 
the directe way , . toward Windsor. 1559 Cunningham 
Cosmogr. Glass* 60 The directe distance from Portsmouth 
to Barwicke, is 330. miles, 1699 Damfier Voy. II. iii. to 
Being the directest Course they can steer for Barbadoes. 
1748 Re tat. Ecirthq. Lima 40 The Streets are in a direct 
Line, and of a convenient Breadth. 1751 Johnson Rambler 
No. 142 pi We turned often from the direct road to please 
ourselves with the view. 1834 Meovvin Angler in Wales II. 

S i, I soon left the horseroad, and took a direct line over 
ack heathery hills. 1874 Morley Compromise (i8S6) % 1 
To consider in a short and direct way, some of the limits 
that are set [etc.]. 

b. Of rays, etc. : Proceeding or coming straight 
from their source, without reflexion, refraction, 
or interference of any kind. Of a shot: That 
travels to the point which it strikes without rico- 
cheting, or touching any intermediate object. 

So Direct vision, vision by unrefracted and unreflected 
rays ; direct-vision spectroscope, one in which direct vision 
is used. Direct-draft (attrib.), applied to a > boiler, etc. from 
which the hot air and smoke pass off in a single direct flue, 
instead of circuitously to economize the heat. 

1706 Phillips ted. Kersey), Direct Ray (in Opticks) is the 
Ray which is carry’d from a Point of the Visible Object 
directly to the Eye, through one and the same Medium. 
Ibid., Direct Vision is when the Rays of Light come from 
the Object directly to the Eye. 1839 T. Beale Nat. Hist. 
Sperm Whale 156 Under the direct rays of a tropical sun. 
1840 Mrs. Somerville Connect PAys. Sc. xxvi. 277 Places 
sheltered from the direct rays of the sun. 1876 Cat at. Sc. 
App. S. Kens. Mus. § 1802 The instrument . . may be used 
as a small direct vision spectroscope. *890 Daily News 21 
Aug. 3/2 The target was examined, when it was found that it 
was a direct hit. .The 1st Midlothian got a direct at first shot, 
fe. phr. In direct of\ in a straight line with. 
£■1391 Chaucer Astral, n. § 44 Loke where the same 
planet is wretea in the hede of thy tabele, and than loke 
what j>ou findest in directe of the same 3 ere of owre lord 
wyche is passid. Ibid., Wryte J?at j>ou findest in directe of 
the same planete }?at j>ou worchyst fore. 

2. Moving, proceeding, or si mated at right angles 
or perpendicularly to a given surface, etc. ; not 
oblique. 

1563 W. Fulke Meteors (1640) 4 To, In places where the 
beames are cast indirectly and obliquely, and that where 
they are not too nigh to the direct beames, nor too far off 
from them, there is a moderate heate. 1658 Dugdale in 
Sir T. Browne Hydriot. (1736) 50 Some of them are,. 
Twenty Feet in direct Height from the Level whereon they 
stand. 1660 F. Brooke tr. Le Blanc’s Trav. 322 Ships 
cannot enter it without a direct wind. 1700 S. L. tr. Fry he's 
Voy. into E. /. 350 We hoisted up Sail all together, with a 
direct Wind for us at S.E. 

b. Of the sphere : Having the pole coinciding 
with the zenith {parallel sphere ), or lying on the 
horizon (right sphere ) ; not oblique. Of a sun- 
dial: Facing straight to one of the four cardinal 
points ; not declined. 

3659 D- Pell Impr. Sea To Rdr. D vb, note. They are 
See a direct North Dial, that hath hut morning and evening 
hours on it. 1703 Moxon Meek. Exerc. 310 Of Dyal 
Planes some be Direct, others Decliners, others Oblique. 
X727-51 Chambers Cycl. & v. Dial, Dials which respect the 
cardinal points of the horizon, are called direct dials .. 
North Dial or erect direct north Dial, is that described on 
the surface of the prime vertical looking northward. 

C. Mil. Applied to a battery, etc. whose fire is 
perpendicular to the line of works attacked. 

1851 J. S. Macauuay FieldF art if . 8 The defence is called 
direct when the flanking line is perpendicular to the line 
flanked; when not perpendicular, it is termed oblique. 

d. Mech. (see quot.). 

1879 Thomson & Tait Nat. Phil. I. 1. § in When a body 
rolls and spins on another body, the trace of either on the 
other is the curved or straight line along which it is suc- 
cessively touched.. If the instantaneous axis is in the 
normal plane perpendicular to the traces, the rolling is 
called direct. 

e. Cryst. Opposed to oblique : see quot. 

1878 Gurney Crystallogr. 65 Those [rhombohedrons] in 
which the unequal index is algebraically greater than the 
equal indices are called direct. 189s Story-Maskelyne 
Crystallogr. 141 and 312. 

3. Astron. Of the motion of a planet, etc. : Pro- 
ceeding in the order of the zodiacal signs, in the 
same direction as the sun in the ecliptic, i.e. from 
west to east; also said of the body so moving. 
Opposed to retrograde. 

. ^*39* Chaucer Astrol. il § 35 heading. This is the work- 
ings of the conclusiatm, to knowe yif that any planete be 
directe or retrograde. Ibid., Yif so be bat this planete be 
vp-on the Est side . . thanne is he retrograde & yif he be on 
the west side, than is he directe. 1700 Dryden Fables , 
Palamonpf Arc. n. €16 Two geomantick figures were dis- 
played .. a warrior and a maid, One when direct, and one 
when retrograde, 17*6 tr. Gregory's Astron. L hi. 453 
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After the Planet which is nearer to the Sun, has pass’d the 
second Station at d, it becomes^ direct again. 1786-7 Bon- 
NYcastle Astron. 419 A planet is said to be direct, when it 
moves according to the order of the . signs. # 1837 Penny 
Cycl. IX. 14 The course of these celestial motions is always 
from west to east, which is the direct course. 

4. Of relations of time, order, succession, etc., 
which can be figured or represented by those of 
space: Straightforward, uninterrupted, immediate. 

a. gen. 

1494 Fabyan Chron. v. lxxvi. 54, I shal . . sette theym in 
suche a direct ordre, that it shalbe apparent to the Reder. 

b. Of succession: Proceeding in an unbroken line 
from father to son, or the converse; lineal, as 
opposed to collateral ; as a direct heir or ancestor. 

1548 Hall Chron., Hen : IV, 21 b, Edmonde Mortimer . . 
then next and direct heire of England and of Fraunce. 
1600 E. Blount tr. Conestaggio 117 The last King of 
Portugall, in whom ended the direct masculine line, a 1661 
Fuller Worthies, Warwicksh. (1662) 126 Sir James Drax, 
a direct descendant from the Heirs male. 1727-51 .Chambers 
Cycl. s. v. Direct , The heirs in a direct line always precede 
those in the collateral lines. 

c. logic. Proceeding from antecedent to conse- 
quent, from cause to effect, etc.; uninterrupted, 
immediate. 

1828 Whately Rhetoric in Encycl. Metrop. 258/1 Either 
Direct or Indirect Reasoning being employed indifferently 
for Refutation as well as for any other purpose. 1864 
Bowen Logic via. 243 In the other Figures, there are two 
indifferent Conclusions, neither of which is more direct or 
immediate than the others. 189s Welton Logic I. iv. iv. 
422 Reduction is direct when the original conclusion's 
deduced from premises derived froni those given. Ibid. 
426 This indirect process is not reduction in the same sense 
as the direct method is. 

d. Math. Following the simple or natural order: 
opposed to inverse : see qnots. 

1594 Blundevil Exerc. 1. xi. (ed. 7) 33 Working by tbe 
common or direct Rule of Three. 1727-51 Chambers 
Cycl. s.v. Direct. 1806 Hutton Course Math. I. 44 The 
Rule of Three Direct is that in which more requires more, 
or less requires less. 1807 Ibid. II. 279 The Direct and 
Inverse Method of Fluxions the direct method . . consists 
in finding the fluxion of any proposed fluent or flowing 
quantity ; and the inverse method, which consists in finding 
the fluent of any proposed fluxion. 1839 G. Bird Nat. 
Philos. 64 In the direct ratio of the arms of the lever. 

e. Direct opposite or contrary : that which is 
in the same straight or vertical line on the oppo- 
site side of the centre ; that which is absolutely or 
exactly contrary. 

1786 Burke W. Hastings Wks. 1842 II. 173 He had not 
scrupled to assert the direct contrary of the positions by 
him maintained. 2875 Jowett Plato {ed. 2) I. 482 Is not 
this the direct contrary of what was admitted before? 

f. Musk. Opposed to inverted (of intervals, 
etc.), or to contrary (of motion). 

1828 Webster s.v,, In Music, a direct interval is that 
which forms any kind of harmony on the fundamental 
sound which produces it; as the fifth, major third, and 
octave, 1864 — Direct chord {Musi), one in which the 
fundamental tone is the lowest. 1867 Macfarren Har- 
mony ii. 50 The augmented 5th, which stands between the 
mediant and the leading note in a minor key, is always 
dissonant, in whatever position it occurs, whether direct 
or inverted. 1880 Grove Diet. Mus. 1 . 448 Direct Motion 
is the progression of parts or voices in a similar direction. 

5. That goes straight to, or bears straight upon, 
the point, without circumlocution or ambiguity ; 
straightforward. 

1530 Palsgr. 387 * To serve you * maketh a dyrecte an- 
swere to the questyon. 1535 Coverdale Job xxxviii. 3, 
I will question the, se thou geue me a dyrecte answere. 
3589 Puttenham Eng. Poesie 111. xix. (Arb.) 238 Which had 
bene the directer speech and more apert. 1600 Shaks. 
A. V. L. v. iv, 90, I durst go no further then the lye cir- 
cumstantial : nor he durst not giue me the lye direct. 1651 
Hobbes Lezdath. 11. xviii, 93 If the Sovereign Power ., be 
not in direct termes renounced. 1759 Robertson Hist. 
Scot. I. iv. 308 No direct evidence had as yet appeared 
against Bothwell. 1849 Macaulay Hist. Eng. II, 114 They 
ventured to bring direct charges against the Treasurer. 
1888 R. Kipling Tales fr. Hills { 1891)245 This was at once 
a gross insult and a direct lie. 

b. Straightforward in maimer or conduct; up- 
right, downright. 

1586 A. Day Eng. Secretary 1. (1625) 31 Just or unjust, 
godly or wicked, direct or indirect, worthy or to be dis- 
praised. x6oa Shaks. Ham. ix. ii. 298 Be euen and direct 
with me, whether you were sent for or no. 2604 — Oth. 
hi. iii, 378 Take note, take note, (O World 1 ) To be direct 
and honest, is not safe. 1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Bp. 
1. v. 17 Yet was the Idolatry direct and downe-right in the 
people. 1768 Sterne Sent. Joum. { 1778) I. 168 (Pulse) 
When my views are direct ... I care not if all the world saw 
me. 1792 A. Young Trav. France 279 His conduct in die 
revolution has been direct and manly. 11871 Morley Vol- 
taire (1886) 9 If he was bitter, he was still direct. 3894 
Baring-Gould Kitty Alone II. 107 She was one of these 
direct persons who, when they have taken a course, hold 
to it persistently. 

t o. Downright, positive, absolute (in character). 
s 1668 Pepys Diary 19 Aug., WTiat should it be but Jane, 
in a fit of direct raving, which lasted half an hour. 1753 
Paltock P. Wilkins (1784) IL 232 I then perceived they 
were direct forges. 

4 6 . Effected or existing without intermediation or 
intervening agency ; immediate. 

1596 Shaks. Merck. V. iv. i. 350 That by direct, or in- 
direct attempts He seeke the life of any Citizem. x6oi — 
All's Well m. vi. 9 In mine ovrae direct Knowledge, with- 
out any malice . .he's a most notable Coward. 2805 Foster 


Ess. T. ii. 29 Direct companionship with a few, 3820 
Scorksby Acc. Arctic Reg. II. 356 The fisher is liable to re- 
ceive. .direct blows from its fins or tail, i860 Ruskin Mod. 
Paint. V. ix. i. 202 The directest manifestation of Deity to 
man is in His own image, that is, in inan, 3863 Bright Sp. 
America 30 June, There is no man in England who has a 
more direct interest in it than I have. 1891 Law Times XCI. 
425 2 The Reform Act of 1832 placed the representatives of 
the' people in direct touch with their constituencies. 

b. Of speech or narration : In the form in which 
it was uttered, not modified in form by being re- 
ported in the third person. 

1737-51 Chambers Cycl. s.v. Direct, A very good historian 
uses the phrase Direct Speech, or harangue, when he intro- 
duces any one speaking, or haranguing of himself. 1879 
Roby Latin Gram, ii. iv. xxiu, 325 The indicative expresses 
a fact ; or a direct statement of opinion of the writer or 
speaker. Ibid. 333 A direct question (or exclamation) is put 
in the indicative mood. 

c. Biol Of cell- division : Effected without the 
formation of nuclear figures ; amitotic. 

1888 Rolleston & Jackson Anim. Life Introd. 22 The 
division of the protoplasm is preceded or accompanied by 
division of the nucleus. The process may be direct or 
amitotic, the nucleus simply elongating, and being split by 
a constriction. 

d. Direct action , action which takes effect with- 
out intermediate instrumentality. 

Direct-action or direct-acting steam-engine, one in which 
the piston-rod or cross-head acts directly upon the crank 
without the intervention of a working-beam. 

Direct-acting or direct-action pump', a steam- pump in 
which the steam-piston and the pump-piston are connected 
by a straight piston rod, without intervening crank. 

(1843 Penny Cycl. XXII. 507/1 [It] effects the direct con- 
nection of the piston with the crank, ibid. 507/2 Engines 
of direct connection.] 3843 Proc. Inst. Civil Engin. 11 . 69 
The comparatively recent introduction of direct-action 
steam-engines on board the steam-vessels of the Royal Navy. 
1857 Chambers Information I. 396 The best and simplest 
form of direct-acting engine is that known as the oscillating. 
1874 Knight Diet. Mech. I. 356/1 (Westinghouse-brake) 
A small but powerful direct-acting steam-engine . . operates 
the air-pump. Ibid. 705 In Napier’s direct-action steam- 
engine, the beam is retained, but only for the purpose of 
working the pumps. 1878 Proc. Inst. Civil Engin. LI 1 1 . 
98 {title) Direct Acting or Non-Rotative Bumping Engines 
and Pumps. Ibid. 364 The construction of the second 
direct-action pumping engine on a new system for the Paris 
waterworks at St, Maur. 

e. Direct tax ', one levied immediately upon the 
persons who are to bear the burden, as opposed to 
indirect taxes levied upon commodities, of which 
the price is thereby increased, so that the persons 
on whom the incidence ultimately falls pay indi- 
rectly a proportion of taxation included in the price 
of the article. So direct rate, rating , taxation, etc. 

The chief direct taxes in Great Britain are the Income and 
Property Taxes ; local and municipal rates are also examples 
of direct taxation. 

1776 Adam Smith W. N. v. ii. (1869) II. 442 There are .. 
two different circumstances which render the interest of 
money a much less proper subject of direct taxation than 
the rent of land. 3801 A. Hamilton Whs. (1886J VII. 192 
There is, perhaps, no item in the catalogue of our taxes 
which has been more unpopular than that which is called 
the direct tax. 3802 M. Cutler in Life (1888) IL 65 There 
are two objects in view— one is to attack tbe funded debt, 
and the other, a direct tax upon the people. 1828 Webster 
s.v.. Direct tax is a tax assessed on real estate, as houses 
and lands. 3845 M c Culloch Taxation Introd. (1852) x 
A Tax is called direct when it is immediately taken from 
property or labour ; and indirect when it is taken from them 
by making their owners pay for liberty to use certain 
articles, or to exercise certain privileges. 3845 Disraeli 
Sybil (1863) 220 The ruinous mystification that metamor- 
phosed direct taxation by the Crown into indirect taxation 
by the Commons. 3849 Macaulay Hist. Eng. I. 287 The 
discontent excited by direct imposts is . . almost always out 
of proportion to the quantity of money which they bring into 
the Exchequer. 3894 Daily News 13 Feb. 5/5 Having 
fabricated a direct-rating test for parish councillors, the 
House did the same for guardians of the poor. 

B. adv. —Directly, a. Straight in direction 
or aspect* b. Immediately* e. Absolutely, 
exactly, d. Comb . with adj., as direct- acting (see 
A 6 d), direct-dealing. 

c 1450 Henryson Test. Cres. (R.), Her [Verms*] golden 
face in oppositioun Of God Phebus direct descending down. 
? a 3550 Freiris ofBervuih 342 in Dunbar's Poems (1893) 296 
And to tbe eist direct he turnis his face. 1634 Rowlands 
Fooles Bolt 14 Saying grace in mental! wise, Holding his 
Hatt direct before his eyes. 3667 Milton P. L. iii. 526 
Direct against which op’nd from beneath. .A passage down 
to th\ Earth. 3743 Chesterf. Lett. I, xeix. 277 You will 
observe, they are direct contrary subjects, 3830 Westminst. 
Rev. XII. 292 We do not think that any direct-dealing 
man .... can admire the figure. 3840 Macaulay Ess., 
Ranke (1854) 556/2 His orders have come down to him 
..direct from on nigh. 1868 Freeman Norm. Cony. (3876) 
II, App. 669 He fancies that the embassy went direct to 
Hungary. 1880 Law Rep. 29 Ch. Div. 460 This property is 
held 'direct from' the 'Grown.: .1:884 Ibid. 9 App. Cases x 
Securities, .procurable only from the corporations direct. 

Direct (dire-kt), sb. [app. f. Direct vi] 

1. gen. A direction. 

1615 T. Adams Lycanthropy 4 * Behold* ! Is , . in Holy 
Writ, evermore the avanLcourier of some excellent thing,. 
It is a direct, a reference, a dash of the Holy Ghost’s pen. 

2. Mus. A sign (W) placed on the stave at the 
end of a page or line to indicate the position of the 
following note. 

3674 Playford Skill Mus. i, xi. 35 A Direct is usually at 
the end of a Line, and serves to direct to the place of the 
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first Note on the next Line. 1880 Grove Diet. Mus. 1 . 448/2 
Direct, a mark (V) to be found in music up to the present 
century, .like the catchword at the foot of a page. 

4 3. In direct of: see Direct a. 1 c. 
jbire*ctafole, a. Also -ible. [f. Direct v. f 
-able.] Capable of being directed. 

1884 Pall Mall G. 25 Aug. 2/1 No argument, .would have 
persuaded . . the spectators that I had not guided with 
singular expertness my direetable balloon. 1884 Commer- 
cial Advert. (N. Y.), Once the principle of directible bal- 
looning is discovered. 

Directed, tpl* [£ Bhiect v. + -edC] 
Aimed, addressed, guided, etc. : see the vb, 

2598 Florid, Diretto. .directed or ad rest. 1727 Philip 
Quarll 93 The Coach was arriv’d to the directed Place. 1855 
Macaulay Hist. Eng. HI. 236 The Dartmouth poured on 
them a well directed broadside. 1891 Daily News 6 May 
5/6 To create and maintain a large amount of organized and 
directed activity within the limits of his large diocese. 
Hence + Bire ctedly adv. Ohs., directly. 

1539 Tonstall Serna. Palm Snnd. (1823) 49 We shuld 
put an other foundation of the churche than Christe, whyche 
is dyrectedly agaynst saint Pauls, a 164.x Bi*. Mountagu 
Acts and Mon. 11642) 277 Directed ly intending for his 
owns advancement. 

Directer, -ible : see Director, -able. 
Birexting, vhl.sk [f. Direct v. + -ing 1 .] 
The action ot the verb Direct (q.v.) ; direction (in 
various senses). 

1530 Palsgr. 213/2 Direct yng, adresse. 1559 Cunningham 
Cosmogr. Glasse 161 As touching© the directing of anye 
shippe. 1632 Star Ckamk Cases (Camden) 97 The coun- 
tenancing of causes and directing of juries. 1731 Labklyr 
Westm.Br. 66 The Directing the Persons concerned therein, 
was committed to one Person only. 1890 G. B. Shaw 
Fabian Ess. Socialism X19 The ‘directing 1 of companies 
and the patronizing of nitrogenous Volunteer Colonels. 

Birexting, ppl a. [-ikg 2 .] That directs : 
see the verb. 

1588 J. M ellis Briefs Instruct. G viij, Aboue the direct- 
ing line. 1670 Detrout Commnn. (1688) 69 Some beams of 
thy directing consolatory light. 1719 Dk Foe Crusoe (1840) 
I. xv. 250 A secret directing Providence. 1889 Spectator 
19 Oct , That is the true end of arranging work, and it is 
one which the directing classes do not forget when arrang- 
ing work for themselves. 

b. spec, directing-circle, a circle made of two 
hoops, one within the other, to guide sappers in 
the making of gabions ; directing-plane (Persp.), 
a plane passing through the point of sight parallel 
to the plane of the picture ; directing-point 
(Persp.), the point at which any original line 
meets the directing plane (Gwilt Arch. Gloss. 1876); 
directing-post, a finger-post on a road. 

# 1851 J. S. Macaulay Field Fortif. 66 The directing circle 
is then laid on a level piece of ground, and seven, eight, or 
nine packets are driven, at equal distances apart, between 
the hoops. 1876 Directing plane, point [see Director 3 f]. 
1876 Hardy Like Iberia (1890) 28 Reaching the directing- 
post where the road branched into two, she paused. 
Direction (dire*kjbn, doi-). [a. L. direction - 
em, n. of action from ding- ere to Direct ; cf. F. 
direction, 15th c. in Hatz.-Darm., possibly the 
immediate source in some senses.] 

1 . The action or function of directing: a. of 
pointing or aiming anything straight towards a 
mark ; b. of putting or keeping in the right way 
or course ; guidance, conduct ; C. of instructing 
how to proceed or act aright; authoritative guid- 
ance, instruction; d. of keeping in right order; 
management, administration, 

*509 Hawes Past. Pleas, xxiv. sail, She [nature] werketh 
upon all wonderly . . In sondry wyse by great dyreccyon. 
1568 Grafton Ckrm. II. 138 Which thing was shewed unto 
the kinges counsaile, by whose direction, the matter was 
•committed unto Sir Philip Basset. 1604 Shaks. Oth. iu 
iii. 128 He is a Souldier, fit to stand by Caesar And giue 
direction. 2618 Raleigh in. Four C. Eng-. Lett. 38 Where 
without any direccion from me, a Spanish village was burnt. 
1659 B. Harris ParivaTs Iron Age 109 Father Arnout, 
who was preferred by the Duke of Luynes, to the direction 
of the [King’s] Conscience. 2662 J. Davies tr. Oleariui 
V oy. A mbass. 36 The Steeples give a great direction to the 
Ships that .sail that way. . 1689-92 Locke Toleration m.'ii. 
Wks. 1727 II, 324 Their want of Knowledge during their 
Nonnage, makes them want Direction, a 17x9 Bp. Smal- 
ridge (J.), The direction of good works to a good end. 
1765 A. Dickson Treat. Agrie. (ed. 2) 217 He may use one 
of his hands when necessary for the direction of the horses. 
?8oi Strutt Sports 4* Past. tr. i. 60 [No] such precision., 
in the direction of the arrows. 1828 Scott F. M. Perth 
xxxii, Who shall arraign the head, by whose direction the ■ 
was done ? 1856 Froude Hist. Eng. (1858) I. v. 422 
The French prince followed the .direction of his wiser 
; instincts. 1863 Geo,: Eliot Romota u. be, : 'She felt the need ' 
of direction even in small things, 
t il. Capacity for directing; administrative faculty. 
... *5% B. tr. Viret's Sch. Beastes A vij, Because of their 
Industrie .. and of that prudence and direction that they 
nave. 1594 Shaks. Rich. Ill, y. iii. x6 Call for some men 
ot sound direction. 1636 Massinger Bask/. Laver n. iv, 
direct* nemy mUSt We were not want * ,n S courage or 

3 . The office of a director ; a body of directors ; 
= Directorate. 

. 1 7 1 ° Steele Toiler No. 206 f* 2 We met a Fellow who 
** a Lower Officer where Jack is in the Direction. 1771 
Smollett Humph . Cl. (1815) 225 A friend, .will recommend 
you to the direction. 1835 Thackeray Newcotnes L 62, 
d will ask some of the Direction. 1878 F. S. Williams 
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Midi. Railw. 124 Resignation by Mr. Hudson of his posi- 
tion on the direction. 

b. Mus. The office or function of the conductor 
of an orchestra or choir : see Direct v. 5 b. 
f 4 . Orderly arrangement or disposition of mat- 
ters; arranged or ordered course ; arrangement, 
order. Chiefly in to take or set direction. Ohs. 

1407 Mann. & Housek. Exp. 173 3 e ff ther be any dereke- 
syon take at thes kowensel for the Kinges goenge. 1475 
Plumpton Corr. 33 He shall see such a derection betwixt 
his brother Gascoin & you, as shalbe to your harts ease 
Sc worship. 1494 F abyan Chron. vn. 491 The whiche vari- 
aunce to apese the Kynge toke therein some payne, but no 
direccion he myghte set therein, so that the saide duke & 
sir John departed with wordes of diffiaunce. 2548 Hall 
Ckron., Hen. VIII , 14/b, And there remained at the kynges 
charge, til other direccion was taken for theim. 

5 . with a and pi. : An instruction how to proceed 
or act ; an order to be carried out, a precept. 

1376 Fleming Panopl. Episf. 257, I set downe directions 
and precepts, how you should order and dispose your 
studies. 1654 Whitlock Zootomia 129 He , . took little or 
nothing but by the Doctors directions, 1722 De Foe 
Plague (1754) 10 , 1 desire this Account may pass with them, 
rather for a Direction to themselves to act by. x8ox Strutt 
Sports Prist . Introd. 24 The stage direction then requires 
the entry of Two men. 2845 H. J. Rose in Encycl. Metrop. 
II. 897/1 His [Christ’s] directions the case of an offending 
brother, ‘ tell it to the Church ’. .would be unintelligible, if 
there were no visible Church, 1854 J. S. C, Abbott Napo- 
leon (2855) II. xxx. 569 His instructions contained the 
following directions. 

b. Instruction how to go to a place. 

2596 Spenser F. Q. vi. i. 6 Withouten guyde Or good 
direction how to enter in, _ 1749 Fielding Tom Jones xvi. 
x, Fitzpatrick ... was inquiring in the street after his wife, 
and had just received directions to the door, 2762 Goldsm. 
Cit. W. ciii, I,, beg of you to provide him with proper 
directions for finding me in London. 

6. The action of directing or addressing a letter, 
or the like, f b. The dedication or address of a 
writing (ohs.). C. The superscription or address 
upon a letter or parcel sent, indicating for whom 
it is intended, and where it is to be taken ; the 
name of the place at which letters for a particular 
person are to be delivered; -Adjdress sh. 7. d. 
U. S. Law. 1 In equity pleading, that part of 
the bill containingthe address to the court ’ (Cent. 
Diet.). (Called in England the address .) 

2524 WoisnvLet. to Dacrcs 24 Apr. in M, A. E. Wood Lett. 
Illnstr. Ladies (1846) 1. 315 It was folded in the said paper, 
without direction to any person, and sealed semhlably with 
a letter of a contrary tenor. 1586 A. Day Eng . Secretary 1 . 
(1625) 4 That it [a writing] containe not base . . or scurrile 
matter, unbeseeming a direction so worthy. Ibid. 1. x6 The 
directions, which on the outside of every Letter, .are always 
fixed, and commonly are termed by the name of Super- 
scriptions. 1663 Ch as. II, in Cartwright Madame Henri- 
etta (1894) 138 A little booke . . by the detections you will 
see where ’tis to be had. 1718 Lady M. W. Montagu Let. 
to Ctess Mar 10 Mar., I have received, .that short note. . 
in which you . . promise me a direction for the place you 
stay in. 2749 Fielding Tom Jones m ii. The proper 
direction to him was, To Dr. Misauhm in the World. 
1786 Burns Let. to W. Chalmers 27 Dec., My direction is 
—care of Andrew Bruce, merchant, Bridge-street. 1840 
Clough Amours de Voy. v. vii^Has he not written to you ? 
— he did not know your direction. ^ 2886 N. Sr Q. 7th Ser. 
II. 425/1 These letters .. retain their directions .. and bear 
the postmarks of the period, 
f 7 . Disposition, turn of mind. Ohs. rare. 

1642 Life Dk. Buckhm. in Select . Harl. Misc. (1793) 28 6 
His religious lady, of sweet and noble direction. 

8. Direct motion (of a planet) : see Direct a. 
3. Ohs. rare . 

1658 Phillips, Direction , a Planet is said direct, when it 
moveth in its natural course according tD the direction of 
the Signs. 1727-52 Chambers Cycl., Direction , in as- 
tronomy, the motion, and other phenomena, of a planet, 
when direct. 2790 Sibly Astrol. (1792) I. 147 Direction 
signifies a planet moving on in Its natural course from 
west to east. 

9 . The particular course or line pursued by any 
moving body, as defined by the part or region of 
space, point of the compass, or other fixed or known 
point, towards which it is directed; the relative 
point towards which one moves, turns the face, the 
mind, etc. ; the line towards any point or region in 
its relation to other lines taken as known. 

Angle ofd line of d. : see quots. 3 706, 1727. 

2663 Hooke Microgr. 100 The undulating pulse is . . at 
right angles with the Ray or line of direction. _ 1706 
Clarice A itrib. God ix. (R.), The direction of all their [the 
planets’] progressive motions . . from the west to the east. 
2706 Phillips (ed. Kersey), Line of Direction (in Meehan.) 
is the ^ Line of Motion that any natural body observes 
according to the Force impressed upon it. 1727-51 Cham- 
bers Cycl. s. v., Angle of Direction, in mechanics, is that 
comprehended between the lines of direction of two con- 
spiring powers. 1756 C. Lucas Ess. Waters II, 47 The 
tides . . move it in two different directions four times in the 
natural day. 2756 Burke Subl. B. im xv, Their parts 
never continue long in the same right line. They vary 
their direction every moment, 2834 Medwin Angler in 
Wales II. 203 The trout were darting about in all direc- 
tions. 1842 Grove Corr. Pkys. Forces 70 The direction of 
this rotation is changed by changing the direction of the 
magnetic force. 2878 Huxley Pkysiogr. 6 These terms — 
north and south, east and west, . indicate definite directions, 
2879 Thomson & Taut Nat. Phil. 1 . 1. | 218 The direction 
of a force is the line in which it acts. # If the place of appli- 
cation of a force be regarded as a point, a line through that 


DIRECTIVE. 

point, in the direction in which the force tends to .move the 
body, is the direction of the force. Mod. Tell me in what 
direction to jook. He has gone in the direction of Warwick. 
In what direction is Versailles from Paris ? 

b. fig. in reference to a course of action or the 
like, viewed as motion. 

2753 Johnson Rambler No. 206 r 3 A Man, actuated at 
once by different desires, must move in a direction peculiar 
to himself, c 2790 W illock Voy. 306 Of late . . politics have 
taken a new direction. 1830 D ’Israeli Chas. /, III. i. 5 Too 
often the impulse which sprang from a public source, took 
the direction of a private end. 1874 Green Short Hist. vi. 
§ 4. 308 Efforts, .in the direction of educational and religious 
reform. 2875 Jowett Plato (ed. 2) IV. 519 New directions 
of enquiry. 

10 . Astrol. (See quots.) 

2706 Phillips (ed. Kersey). 2727-52 Chambers Cycl., Di- 
rection. .is a kind of calculus, whereby they pretend to find 
the time wherein any notable accident shall befal the person 
whose horoscope is drawn. 2829 J as. Wilson Cornpl . Diet. 
Astrol. s>xr., Primary directions are arithmetical calculations 
of the time of events caused by the significatorj’orxning con- 
junctions, or aspects, with the places of promittors. Ibid., 
The distance of the place of a significator in a nativity from 
the place he must arrive at before he can form the aspect .. 
Is called the arc of direction. 

11 . attrih. and Comb., as direction-giver, - paper ; 
direction, cosines, the cosines of the singles which 
a given direction makes with the three axes of co- 
ordinates in space; direction-post, a finger-post 
at the branching of a road, a directing post ; 
direction-ratio, the ratio of one of the oblique co- 
ordinates of a point to the distance of the point 
from the origin; directi on- word = Catchword t. 

2591 Shaks. Two Gent. m. ii. 90 Sweet Protheus, my di- 
rection-gluer, Let us into the City presently. 2706 Phillips 
( ed. Kersey), Direction-word . . a Word set at the bottom of 
a Page directing or shewing the first word of the next page. 
1769 Franklin Lett. Wks. 1887 IV. 233 Enclosed is his di- 
rection-paper for opening and fixing it. 2844 Dickens Mart. 
Chuz. ii, A direction-post, which is always telling the way 
to a place. 1861 Mill lit Hit. ii. 35 To inform a traveller, . 
is not to forbid the use of direction-posts on the way. 

Hence Dire *ctionism, the theory of a directing 
power underlying the material forces of the universe; 
Dire’ctionless a., void of aim or direction. 

i860 Ruskin Mod. Paint. V. vi. iv. § 8 An aspen or elm 
leaf is thin, tremulous, and directionless, compared with 
the spear-like setting and firm substance of a rhododendron 
or laurel leaf. 2873 Pater Renaissance viii. ' 190 The eyes 
are wide and directionless, not fixing anything with their 
gaze. 1894 Month June 281 He . . supposes a power 
underlying the whole, which he calls * directionism’; as an 
antagonistic view to that of mere materialism. 

Directional (dire*kjbnal), a. [f. prec. + -al.] 
f 1 . Serving for direction or guidance : see 
quot. Ohs. 

2622 Sturtevant Metallica (1854) 67 Directional is that 
moddle which is made only to guide the Artificer in the 
dimensions of all the parts, as also for to direct them for the 
kinds of the matter and the stuffe , . to make the engin in- 
tended. 

2 . Of or relating to direction in space. 

1881 Maxwell Electr. $ Magn. II. 168 These directional 
relations. 2881 Spottiswoode in Nature N o, 623. 546 There 
is a dissymmetry at the two ends or * terminals ’ of a battery 
. . or other source of electricity, implying a directional 
character either in that which is transmitted, or in the mode 
of its transmission. 

3 . Alg. Directional coefficient (of an imaginary 
quantity), the quotient obtained by dividing the 1 
quantity by its modulus. 

Hence Dxre*ctionaIly adv., with respect to 
direction. 

2879 Thomson & Tait Nat. Phil « I. 1. § 107 A fixed ring 
in space (directionally fixed, that is to say, but having the 
same translational motion as the earth’s centre). 

t Dire*etitude. Ohs. Humorous blunder, used 
apparently for wrong or discredit. 

1607 Shaks. Cor. iv. v. 222 Which Friends sir, durst not., 
shew themsehxes. .his Friends, whitest he’s in Directitude. 

Directive (dire*ktiv, doi-), a. (sh.) [ad. med.L. 
direcliv-us, f. direct- ppl. stem of dirigere to direct : 
see -ivjs. In F. directif -ive (13- 14th c.), Sp. and 
Pg. directivo , It. dir dims ‘ having or giving direc- 
tion vnto, directum’ (Florio 1598).) 

1 . Having, the quality or foncstimj. of directing, 
authoritatively guiding, or ruling : see Direct v. 

-1594 Hooker Eccl. Pol. 1. viii. (1611) 18 A law therefore 
generally "taken, is a direcliue rule vnto goodnesse of oper- ■ ■ 
ation. 2614 Raleigh Hist. World u. 245 To the power Di- 
rective they ought to be subject. . 1659 Pearson Creed (1839) 
414 The . . directive conscience tells us what we are to do, 
and the subsequent or reflexive conscience warns us what 
we are to receive. . . ' 2722 Berkeley Passive Obed. § 7. Laws . 
being rules directive of our actions, ' 2,729 Savage Wanderer . 
v. 656 No friendly stars directive beams display. ^ 2853 M. 
Kelly tr, Gosseliiis Power Pope II, 364 The directive power 
of the Church. 2861 Mill Utiltt. ii. 16 Utility or Happiness, 
considered as the directive rule of human conduct. 

d b. Law. = Directory a. b. Ohs. 

2610 Bp. Carleton Juried. 166 His meaning is by lawes 
directiue . . that Princes haue no coactiue power ,«aa<arfibe 
Clergie but onely power directiue. a 2649 Winthrop New 
Eng. (1826) II. 205 There is a threefold power of magis- 
tratical authority, viz. legislative, judicial, and consultative 
or directive of the public affairs of the country. *698 R. 
Ferguson View Euies. 30 He fulfilled the Directive Part 
of the Law. .he likewise underwent the Penalty of it. 

2. Having the quality, function, or power of 
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directing motion ; causing something to take a 
particular direction in space. 

(Used especially of the force by which a magnet takes 
a north and south direction.) 

1625 N. Carpenter Geog. Del. 1. Hi. (1635) 44 The vertue 
Directiue, by which a needle touched with the Magnet, 
directs and con formes it selfe North and South. 4667 Phil. 
Trans. II. 437 The Verticity or Directive faculty of the 
Loadstone. 1794 S. Williams Vermont 377 The directive 
power of the magnet. 1842-3 Grove Corr. Phys. Forces 65 
It is. .directive, not motive, altering the direction of other 
forces, but not. .initiating them. 2882 Maxwell Electr. # 
Magn. II. 70 The directive action of the earth’s magnetism 
on the compass needle, 
f 8 . Subject to direction. Obs. rare. 

1606 Shaks. Tr. <$• Cr. 1, iii. 356 Limbes are his instruments, 
In no lesse working, then are Swords and Bowes Directive 
by the Limbes. 

+ B. sb. That which directs. Obs. 

1642 Rogers Naaman To Rdr. § 2 That directive of 
minde, and freedome of pure will that keptjbim. 2654 
Z. Coke Logick (1657 ) 35 Spirituall Vertue.. is.. the com- 
mon directive of all other vertues. 

Hence Directively adv., in a directive manner, 
so as to direct or guide; Directiveness, the 
quality of being directive. 

1642 Milton Observ. hts Majesty's late A nsw. <$• Ex- 
presses 44 Those ..that allow humane Laws to obi cage 
Kings more then directively. 1653 Baxter Ckr. Concord 
79 If a Presbyter may not Govern directively, then he may 
not Teach. 1710 Norris Chr. Prud. ii. 74 Prudence., 
actually directs and^ conducts men in the management of 
themselves .. and this actual Directiveness is of the very 
essence of Prudence. 1838 Bushnell Serm. New Life 374 
God will co- work ..directively in all the great struggles of 
believing souls. 

Directly (dire*ktli), adv. [f. Direct a. + -ly 2 .] 
In a direct manner or way. 

1. In a straight line of motion; with undeviat- 
ing course ; straight. 

15x3 More in Grafton Chron. (1568) II. 800 The king with 
Queene Anne his wife, came downe out of the white Hall. . 
and went directly to the kinges Benche, i6ox Shaks. JuL 
C. tv. L 32 A Creature that I teach to fight, To winde, 
to stop, to run directly on. 2658 Sir T. Browne Hydriot 
(1736) 52 Cutting thro’ one of them either directly or cross- 
wise. 1678 Bunyan Pilgrim's Prog. 1. 3 Keep that light 
in your eye, and go up directly thereto. 1790 Paley Horse 
Paul. Rom. i.9 To proceed from Achaia directly by sea to 
Syria. 2820 Scoresby Acc. Arctic Reg. I. 304 [It] advanced 
directly towards us with a velocity of about three knots. 

Straightforwardly; pointedly; simply; 
plainly ; + correctly, rightly {obs.). 

2509 Hawes Past. Pleas, v. ii, [Grammar] doth us tech 
..In all good Ordre tospeke directly, 2513 MoREin Grafton 
Chron. (1568) II. 786 He would that point should be lesse. . 
handled, not even fully playne and directly, hut touched 
a slope craftily. 2568 Ibid. II. 1339 He might firste aske 
a question before he aunswered directly to the poynte. 2660 
F. Brooke tr. Le Blanc's Trav. 249 Not being able to 
discern directly what likenesse they were of. 17x1 Steele 
Sped. No. 136 F 3, I never directly defame, but I do what 
is as had. 1791 Burke Corr. (1844) III. 274, I asked him 
his opinion directly, and without management. 

C. Math. Opposed to inversely. 

1743 W. Emerson Doctrine Fluxions m. vii. 274 The 
Times of describing any Spaces uniformly are as the Spaces 
directly, and the Velocities reciprocally. 1796 Hutton 
Math. Diet. I. 384/2 Quantities are said to be directly 
proportional, when the proportion is -according to the order 
of the terms. 1799 Ct. Romford in Phil. Trans. LXXXIX. 
191 The time taken up. .is. - as the capacity of the body to 
receive and retain heat, directly, and as its conducting 
power, inversely. 1864 Bowen Logic xii. 413 The theory 
of gravitation, or the doctrine that every body attracts 
every other body with a force which is directly as its mass 
and inversely as the square of its distance. 

2. At right angles to a surface ; perpendicularly; 
vertically ; not obliquely. 

2559 W. Cunningham Cosmogr. Glasse 29 Take a quadrant 
. . and set it directly upright. 2563 W. Fulke Meteors 
(1640) 4 b, In place where the Sunnes beames strike directly 
against the earth.. the heate is so great, that [etc.]. 2665 
VLookk Microgr. 130 This does shoot or propend directly 
downwards. 2698 Fryer Acc. E. India 4 P. 186 Nearer 
the Equator the Sun and Stars ascend and descend more 
directly, but the farther from the Equator the more obliquely. 
1745 P. Thomas Jml. Anson's Voy. 243 They use a Pencil, 
held, .not obliquely, as our Painters, but directly, as if the 
Paper were to be prick’d. Mod. The wind is blowing 
. directly on shore. 

3. Astron. In the order of the signs, from west 
to east. See Direct a. 3 . 

2509 Hawes Past . Pleas, xxu. vi, The bodies above to 
have their moving In the xii. signes . . Some rethrogarde, 
and some dyrectly. 

4. Completely, absolutely, entirely, exactly, pre- 
cisely, just 

Esp, in directly contrary (see Direct a. 4 e); thence 
extended to other relations. 

c 1400 Apol. Loll. 4 If he . . leuij? to wirke, and dob con- 
trarily directly. 2455 Rolls ofParlt. V. 280 Entendyng to 
drawe directly togidres with you. 1583 Stubbes Anat. 
Abus. 11. (1882) 88 It is: most directly against the word of 
God. x6ox Shaks. Twel. N. iii. iv. 73 This concurres 
directly with the Letter. 1663 Hooke Microgr. 192, I 
found one described and Figur’d directly like that which 
I had by me. 1696 tr. Du Mont’s Voy, Levant 219 It 
stands directly in the. middle of the City, between the Old 
and New Town. 2720 Swift Mod. Education Wks. 1755 
II. ir. 32 In better times it was directly otherwise. 2768 
Boswell Corsica (ed. 2) 356 He was directly such a vener- 
able hermit as we read of in the old romances. 1863 Mary 
Howitt F. Bremer's Greece II. ii. 20 The wind ..is 
directly contrary. 2892 SirR. V. Williams in Law Times' 
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Rej. LXV. 608/2, I find no decision directly in point on 
this question, 

5. Without the intervention of a medium or agent; 
immediately ; by a direct process or mode. 

2526 Pilgr. Perf. (W. de W. 2531) ^5 Immediatly or 
mediatly, that is to say, without meane, or by some meane, 
directly or indirectly, a 2533 Frith Wks. 147 (R.) Now of 
this maior or first proposition thus vnderstand, doth the 
conclusion folowe directly. 2632 Hobbes Leviath. 11. xxvm. 
263 Corporall Punishment is that, which is inflicted on the 
body directly . . such as are stripes or wounds. 1816 
KeatinGe Trav . (1817) I. 58 When the needful does not 
come directly out of their own pockets. 2860 Tyndall Glac . 

H. v. 251 The sun cannot get directly at the deeper portions 
of the snow. 1870 Max Muller Sc.Relig . (2873) 137 A uni- 
versal primeval language revealed directly by God to man. 

6 . Immediately (in time) ; straightway; at once. 

2602 Shaks. Ham. iii. ii. 219 And who in want a hollow 

friend doth try, Directly seasons him his enemy. 1743 
Bulkeley & Cummins Voy. S. Seas 18 Sent the Barge 
ashore.. to see if the Place was inhabited, and to ^return 
aboard directly. 2848 C. Bronte J. Eyre xxvii, He 
sat down : but he did not get leave to speak directly. 1882 
Blades Caxton (1882) 230 It was probably put to press 
directly after if not during the translation. Mod. I will 
come directly. Directly after this, he was taken away. 

b. collaq. as conj. As soon as, the moment after. 
(Elliptical for directly that , as, or when.) 

2795 Montford Castle I. 88 Directly you refused [his] 
assistance, a judgement overtook you. 2827 R. _H. Froude 
Remains (1838VI. 68 , 1 quite forget all myscepticism directly 
I fancy myself the object of their perception. ,2837). H. 
Newman Propk. Office Ch. 2 BuC it admits of criticism, and 
will become suspected, directly it is accused. 2837 R. B. 
Ede Pract. Chem. 74 Iodine and phosphorus combine 
directly they come into contact. 1857 Buckle Civiljz. 
3 . xii. 677 The celebrated work of De Lolme on the English 
constitution was suppressed . . directly it appeared. 

Directness (dire-ktnes). [f. D irect a. + -ness.] 
The state or quality of being direct (lit. and Jig.) ; 
straightness, straightforwardness, plainness. 

1598 Florid, Diritezza , directnes, straightnes. c 1614 
Cornwallis in Gutch Coll. Cur. I. 141 So would he use 
much sincerity and directness in the answer. 2668 Temple To 
Lord Keeper 12 Feb. (Seager), Our alliance, if it be pursued 
with the same directness it has been contracted. 2793 Burke 
Corr. (1844) IV, 201 Our politics want directness and sim- 
plicity. 2816 Keatinge Trav. (1817) D. 48 The directness 
of the courses of the rivers. 2852 Ld. Cockbukn Mem. ii. 
(1874) 100 His clear abrupt style imparted a dramatic 
directness and vivacity to the scene, i860 Tyndall Glac. 1, 
xiv, 96 An eagle could not swoop upon its prey with more 
directness of aim. 1874 Green Short Hist. vii. § 1. 344 His 
denunciations of wrong had a prophetic directness and fire. 
Direeto-ese*cutive, a. nonce-comb. That 
combines directive with executive functions. 

1864 H. Spencer Illustr. Vniv. Progr. 419 The directo- 
executive system of a society (its legislative and defensive 
appliances). 

Director (dire'ktei). Also 5-7 -our, 6-9 
-er (6 Sc. direkkare, direckar). [a. AF. direct- 
our — F. directeur , ad. L. *director, agent-n. from 
dirigfire to direct.] 

1. One who or that which directs, rules, or guides ; 
a guide, a conductor ; * one that has authority over 
others ; a superintendent ; one that has the general 
management of a design or work * (J.). 

Director-general, a chief or supreme director, having under 
him directors or managers of departments. 

2477 Caxton in Earl Rivers’ Dictes 143 Erie of Ryuyers 
... Defendour and directour of the siege apostolique. 2552 
Abp. Hamilton Catech. (2884) 47 To be ledar, techar and 
direckar of the same kirk. 2582 Marbeck Bk. Notes 741 
They use hir [the moon] as the directer of their festiuall 
daies. 2594 Hooker Eccl. Pol. 1. (1676) 74 It cannot be hut 
Nature hath some Directer of infinite knowledge to guide 
her. 1614 Raleigh Hist. World 11. 225 The North Starre 
is the most fixed directour of the Seaman to his desired 
Port. 2660 R. Coke Power Subj. 77 The husband is the 
director and ruler of his wife, 2746-7 Hervey Medit. 
(1818) 78 Whatever thou doest, consult them as thy di- 
rectors. 1839 Penny Cycl. XV. 467/1 In 2769 Mo2art was 
appointed director of the archbishop of Salzburg’s concerts. 
2876 Bancroft Hist. U. S. V. xvi. 526 He was created 
director-general of the finances. 2880 Grove Diet. Mus. 

I. 412/2 The theatre was turned permanently into an 
opera-house. .The director was Mr. Frederick Beale. 2890 
W. A. Wallace Only aSister 86 Stable-master and director- 
in-general of everything. 2892 S. C. Scrivener Our Fields 
<§r Cities 135 It is a better knowledge of the effect produced by 
inevitable 4 weather ' that the director of cultivation requires. 

b. spec. A member of a board appointed to 
direct or manage the affairs of a commercial cor- 
poration or company. 

263a (jitlfifi A remonstrance of the directors of the Nether- 
lands East India Company . . touching the bloudy proceed- 
ings against the English Merchants . . at Amboyna. 2673 
Phil. Trans. VIII. 6113 He. .is still one of the chief of the 
Court of Committees, which a foreigner would call Direc- 
tors* 2697 Lond. Gaz. No. 3303/3 (Bank of Eng.), A General 
Court will be held for the Election of Twenty four Directors. 
2721 Addison Spect. No. 3 ? 1 , 1 looked into the great Hall 
where the Bank is kept, and was not a little pleased to see 
the Directors, Secretaries, and Clerks. 173a Pope Ep. 
Bathurst 127 What made Directors cheat in South-sea 
year? 2738 Johnson Idler No. 29 P 6, I was hired in the 
family of an East India director. 2825 Scott Diary 13 Dec. 
in Lockhart, Went to the yearly court of the Edinburgh As- 
surance Company, to which I am one of those graceful and 
useless appendages called Directors extraordinary. 2876 
Besant & Rice Gold. Butterfly vii, Gabriel Cassilis was 
a director of many companies. 

c. spec. A member of the French Directory of 
1 7 %- 9 : see Directory sb, 6. 


2708 Canning Elegy xiii. in Anti-Jacobin (1852) 134 The 
French Directors Have thought the point so knotty. 1837 
Penny Cycl. ix, 25/1 The executive power was entrusted to 
five directors . . The directors had the management of the 
military force, of the finances, and of the home and foreign 
departments. 

d. Eccl. (chiefly in R. C. Ch.) An ecclesiastic 
holding the position of spiritual adviser to some 
particular person or society. ^ 

2669 Woqdhead St. Teresa \. xiii. 80 He will have great 
need of a Directour, if he can meet with an experienced one, 
1690 Drydf,n Don Sebastian 11. i, Ke_ prates as if kings had 
not consciences, And none required directors but the crowd. 
2697 Jos. Woodward Relig. Sac. ix. (1701) 133 That an 
orthodox and pious Minister should be chosen by each 
Society, as the Director and visitor of it. 2748 Smollett 
Rod. Rand, iv, The parson of the parish, who was one of 
the executors, and bad acted as ghostly director to the old 
man. 2849 Macaulay Hist. Eng. II. 648 Tillotson .. as 
a spiritual director, had, at that time, immense authority. 
1877 Daily News 25 Oct. 5/7 A director is not the same 
as a confessor . . A confessor hears avowals of sin, a director 
is consulted in ‘ cases of conscience 
+ e. Mus. = Direct sb. 2 . Obs. 

1597 Morley Introd. Mus. 20 It is called an Index or 
director', for looke in what place it standeth, in that place 
doth the first note of the next verse stand. 1667 C. Simpson 
Compend. Mustek 22 This mark V is set to direct us where 
the first Note of the next five Lines doth stand, and is there- 
fore called a Directer. 

f. A small letter inserted by the scribe for the 
direction of the illuminator in the space left for 
an illuminated initial. 

2881 Blades Caxton (1882) 230 Space is left at the begin- 
ning of the chapters with a director, for the insertion of 2 to 
5-line initials. 

t 2. The dedicator of a book or the like. Obs. 

2553 Douglas' AEneis (2710) 481 Here The Direkkare and 
Translatare of this Buke direkkis it. 

3. One who or that which causes something to 
take a particular direction. 

1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. 11. ii. 62 [The] Needle 
.. will not hang parallel, hut decline at the north extreme, 
and at that part will first salute its Director. 

’f b. One who aims a missile. Obs. rare . 

2632 Lithgow. Trav. vii. 300 The best director may mis- 
take his ayme. 

c. Surg. A hollow or grooved instrument for 
directing the course of a knife or scissors in making 
an incision. 

1667 R, Lower in Phil. Trans. IT. 544 Take it [the Inci- 
sion-knife] out, and put in a Director, or a small Quill made 
like it. 2767 Gooch Treat. Wounds 1 . 383 Carefully intro- 
duce a very small director, to avoid injuring the intestines. 
1851-60 Mayne Expos. Lex., Director . .grooved instrument 
for guiding a bistoury, etc., in certain operations. 

cL. 4 A metallic rod in a non-conducting handle 
connected with one pole of a galvanic battery, for 
the purpose of transmitting the current to a part 
of the body.’ Syd. Soc. Lex. 1883 . 

2795 Cavallo Electr. II. (ed. 4) 122 Each of these instru- 
ments, justly called directors, consists of a knobbed brass 
wire. 2816 j. Smith Panorama Sc, fy Art II. 267 The other 
extremities of the wires must be fastened to the wires of the 
instruments YZ, which are called directors. 1846 Joyce 
Sci. Dial. xv. 394 ( Electricity ). 

e. An apparatus for directing a torpedo. 

2889 C. Sleeman Torpedoes $ Torp. Warf. (.<zd. 2) 252 The 
Torpedo director, .consists of a brass circular casting, .faced 
out and graduated. 

f. Perspective. (See quots.) 

2876 Gwiur Archit. Gloss., Director of an Original Line, 
the straight line passing through the directing point and the 
eye of a spectator. Director of the Eye, the intersection of 
the plane with the directing plane perpendicular to the 
original plane and that of the picture, and hence also per- 
pendicular to the directing and vanishing planes, 

g. Geom. — Director circle : see below and cf. 
Directrix 2 b. 

2852 Gaskin Geom. Constr. Conic Sect. Pref. 6 There are 
several remarkable properties of this locus, which, as far as 
the author is aware, have not been hitherto noticed, and he 
has found it convenient to denominate it the 1 director ' of the 
conic section, which in the case of the parabola coincides 
with the directrix. 

4. attrib. and Comb, director-circle (of a conic), 
the locus of intersection of tangents at right angles, 
to each other ; so also director -sphere (of a surface 
of the second degree) ; director-plane, a fixed 
plane used in describing a surface, analogous to the 
line called a Directrix ; director-tnbe ( -* sense 

3 e ); 

Director-circle is also sometimes used to denote the circle 
described about a focus of an ellipse or hyperbola with 
radius =• major axis. See Taylor Anc. $ Mod. Geom. cf 
Conics (1881) 90. (H. T. Gerrans.) 

2864 Webster, Directer plane. 1867 R. Townsend in 
Quart. Jml. Math. VIII. 11 For the paraboloid .. the di- 
rector sphere opens out into a plane. Ibid. The director 
plane of the paraboloid. 2876 Catal. Sci. App. S. Kens. 
§ 99 The director planes . . of these conoids are at right 
angles to one another. 2882 Daily News 8 June 5/8 Equa- 
tion to the Director Circle of a Conic, [by] Professor 
Wolstenholme. 2887 Pall Mall G. 25 Mar. 5/1 Director 
tube . . is the telescopic apparatus through which aim is 
taken at the enemy’s vessel, and by means of which the 
torpedo is fired. 

Dire*etor, v. nonce-wd. [f. prec. sb.] trans. 
To manage as a director. 

2892 Pall Mall G. 5 May 2/1 Another typical mine . . the 
Langlaagte, which is directored by Mr. G. B . 
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Directoral (dire*ktoral), a. rare. [f. as prec. 

+ -al.J Of, pertaining to, or of the nature of a 
director ; directive, directory. 

1874 Gladstone in Daily News 10 July 2/5 The business 
of law is to prevent and to punish crime, and directoral laws 
are comparatively rare. Directoral statutes, telling 20,000 
clergymen what to do every day of their lives, and how their 
congregations are to be led , . must of necessity be exceptional. 

Directorate (dire*ktor«?t). [mod. f. Director: 
see -ate 1 . Cf. F. directorate 17th c. in Hatz.- 
Darm.] a. The office of a director, or of a body 
of directors ; management by directors, b. concr. 
A board of directors. 

1837 Carlyle Fr. Rat. III. vn. viii. (1872) 272 Director- 
ates, Consulates, Emperorships. .Succeed this business in 
due series. 1858 Sat. Rev. V. 31/1 The Directorates of the 
East India Company and of the Bank of England are the 
Garter and the Bath of Commerce. 1861 Smiles Engineers 
II. 203 Under the joint directorate of the East and West 
India Dock Company, 1881 A thenmon 30 Apr. 601/3 The 
Musical Union . . under the directorate of M. Lasserre. 
1887 Times 2 Sept. 8 The successful efforts made .. by the 
directorate of the Royal Gardens at Kew. 

JDirectoress : see Directress. 

Directorial (di-, doirektoeTial), a. [f. L. di- 
rectori-us (f. *direddr-em Director) + ~al.] 

1 . Of, pertaining to, or of the nature of a director, 
or of direction or authoritative guidance. 

1770 W, Guthrie Geogr. Gram., Germ. (T.), The em- 
perour’s power in the collective body, or the diet, is not 
directorial, but executive. 1839 G. S. Faber Husenbeth’s 
Professed Refut. 37 note, Directorial books . . with, which 
I conclude Mr. Husenbeth, as a zealous Romish Priest, to 
be not altogether unacquainted. 

2 . Of or pertaining to a body of directors ; spec . 
belonging to the French Directory (see Directory 
sb. 6). 

1797 Burke Regie. Peace ni. Wks. VIII. 342 This object 
was to be weighed against the directorial conquests. 2804 
Ann. Rev. II. 93/2 The national institute was established 
under the directorial government. x8i8 Jas. Mill Brit. 
India II. v. ix. 706 Copies of all proceedings of Directorial 
and Proprietary Courts. 1863 JLd. Brougham Brit. Const. 
v, 69 The Directorial Constitution of 1795 gave one elector 
for every two hundred of the Primary Assembly. 1886 Law 
Times LXXX. 150/2 He brought . . charges of misfeasance 
in their directorial duties against the two directors. 

Hence Directo'rially adv., in a directorial 
manner ; according to the principles of the French 
Directory. 

1839 Fraser's Mag. XIX. 127 He lived ... with kings, 
monarchicaljy ; » .with the nobility, aristocratically ; . .with 
the convention, conventionally; with the directory direc- 
torial!^. 

f DirectOTian, a. Oh. rare - l . [f. as prec. 
+ -ajkt.J Pertaining to or of the nature of a direc- 
tory: see Directory sb. 2 a. 

i66x R. L’ Estrange Relapsed Apostate Introd. Biijb, 
Your New Liturgy it self, is down-right Directorian. 

t Dire'ctonze, v. Oh. rare, [f* Director 4- 
-ize.J trans. To bring under the authority of a 
directory (see Directory sb. 2 a). 

1651 Randolph, etc. Hey for Honesty it. v, There would 
be no Presbyters to directorise you. 1659 Gauden Tears 
of Ck. 609 Undertaking to Directorize, to Unliturgize, to 
Catechize, and to Disciplinize their Brethren. 

Directorship, [f. Director + -ship.] The 
office or position of a director, guiding. 

1720 A Hill Let. to G. Sewel 3 Sept. Wks. 1753 I. 9 
Yourself have much the fairest pretence to the directorship. 
179S Washington Lett. Writ. 1892 XIII. 106 The director- 
ship of the mjnt. 1885 Manck. Exam, 12 Aug. s/y It is 
difficult to associate the idea of a railway directorship with 
the authorship of melodious verse. 

Directory (direktori), a. [ad. L. directori-us 
that directs, directive, f. *direddr~em Director : 
see -ory. Cf, obs. F, diredoire (Cotgr.).] Serving 
or tending to direct ; directive, guiding. 

0x450 Lydg. Secrees 593 Rewle directory^, set up in a 
somme. x6ix Cotgr., Diredoire, directorie, directiue, direct- 
ing. 16x3 M. Ridley Magn. Bodies 62 The iron barres . . 
being, .placed North and South, do receive a polar vertue, 
and directory faculty. 1645 Tombes Anthropol. 11 The 
power of Pastors . . being . . not in a compulsory, but a 
directory way. 1647 N. Bacon Disc. Gov. Eng. 1. xxiv. 
■( 1 739 ,, "4.* Neither was the . . Sheriff’s work in that Court, 
other than directory or declaratory; for the Free-men were 
Judges of the fact. 1733 Cheyne Eng. Malady 1. Introd, 
( I 734 l 4 Having no necessary Connection with what is Di- 
rectory or Practical. 1838-9 Hallam Hist. Lit. III. iv. in. 
£ 7*134 In the directory business of the confessional. 

, b. spec. Applied to that part of the law which 
directs what is to be done, esp. to ‘ a statute or 
part, of a statute which operates merely as advice 
or direction to the person who is to do something 
pointed out, leaving the act or omission not de- 
structive of the legality of what is done in disregard 
of the direction ’. 

T693 Washington tr, Milton's Def. Pop, v. (x8sx) x6o That 
Princes were not bound by any Laws, neither Coercive, nor 
Directory, X765--9 Blackstone Comm. (T.), Every law may 
oe said to consist of several parts : one declaratory., another 
directory. 1884 Law Times 11 Oct. 383/2 There was no 
necessity .. to comply with the directory provisions of the 
T v YY t0 deI ! v ®JY of copies in England. x886 Law Times 
l'AA.A. 2 4 I /r The section is directory only, and a mortgage 
»s irot rendered invalid merely by reason of non-registration. 
+ c. Directory needle, a magnetic needle. Obs. 
M. Ridley Magn. Bodies Pref. 2 A Directory-needle, 
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or a little file Magneticall in the boxe, fastened at the ! 
bottome in his convenient distance, ^ 0x646 J, Gregory 
Terrestrial Globe Posth. (1650) 281 This Needle . . directing 
towards the North and South, the Mariners . . call their 
Directorie-Needle. 1664 Power Abe/. Philos. 111.156 A well 
polished Stick of hard Wax (immediately after frication) will 
almost as vigorously move the Directory Needle, as the 
Loadstone it seif. 

Directory (dire*ktori), sb. [ad. med. or mod. 
L. directonum , subst. use of neuter of dtredori-us : 
see prec. and -ory, Cf. F. diredoire, 15th c. in 
Godef. Supply It direttoHo a directorie (Florio).] 

1 . Something that serves to direct ; a guide ; esp. 
a book of rules or directions. 

1543 J. Harrison Man of Synne title-p., An alphabetycall 
dyrectorye or Table also in the ende therof. c 1550 (title). 
The Directory of Conscience, a profitable Treatyse to such 
that be tymorous . . in Conscience. 1621 Molle Camerar. 
Liv, Libr. iv. xx, 312 Sometimes a light occasion serueth as 
a directorie for the execution of most weighty things. 1675 
Teonge Diary ( 1825) 7 Wee hast toward the Downes ; 
looking for our directory, the Foreland light . 1691-8 Norris 
Pract. Disc. 76 At a time when God had not given any 
express Directory for the Manners of Men. 1775 Phil. 
Trans. LXV. 184 The compilers of those popular direc- 
tories, 1796 Morse Amer. Geog.ll. 454 The Rhodian law 
was the directory of the Romans in maritime affairs. 1878 
J, P. Hopps Princ . Relig. vii. 24 We might have preferred 
a written directory, or a visible teacher. 

2 . Eccl. A book containing directions for the 
order of public or private worship ; spec . a The 
set of rules for public worship compiled in 1644 
by the Westminster Assembly, ratified by Parlia- 
ment and adopted by the Scottish General Assem- 
bly in 1645. 

1640 A. Henderson in C. G. M’Crie Worship Presbyt. 
Scotl. (1892) 194 [Expressing the wish that there were] one 
Directory for all the parts of the public worship of God. 
1641 Milton Animadv. xi. (1847)93/1 Perhaps there may 
be usefully set forth by the Church a common directory^ of 
publick prayer. 1645 (title), The Directory for the Publick 
Worship of God ; agreed upon by the Assembly of Divines 
at Westminster, with the assistance of Commissioners from 
the Church of Scotland. 1736 N eal Hist. Purit. III. 157 The 
Parliament, .imposed a fine upon those ministers that should 
read any other form than that contained in the Directory, 
1827 Hallam Const. Hist. (1876) II. x. 172 The English 
commissioners .. demanded the complete establishment of 
a presbyterian polity, and the substitution of what was 
called the directory for the Anglican liturgy. 1892 C. G. 
M’Crie Worship Presbyt. Scotl. 194 The word Directory 
exactly describes the nature and contents of a Presbyterian 
as distinguished from a liturgical Service-book. 
fig. 1663 Butler Hud, 1. iii. 1x93 When Butchers were 
the only Clerks, Elders and Presbyters of Kirks, Whose 
Directory was to kill, And some believe it is so still, 

b. R. C. Ck. A manual containing directions 
for the repetition of the daily offices ; an ordinal. 

1759 (title) The Laity’s Directory (Cath. Did.). 1837 
(title) The Catholic Directory (ibid.). 1867 (title) Catholic 
Directory and Ordo for Ireland. 1885 Catholic Did. 265/2 
The Catholic Directory . . familiar to English Catholics., 
contains besides the Ordo a list of Clergy, Churches, etc. 

3 . A book containing one or more alphabetical 
lists of the inhabitants of any locality, with their 
addresses and occupations; also a similar com- 
pilation dealing with the members of a particular 
profession, trade, or association, as a Clerical or 
Medical Directory , etc. 

1732 J. Brown (title) The Directory, or List of Principal 
Traders in London. 1778 (title) Whitehead’s Newcastle 
Directory, for 1778. 1838 Guay Lett. (1893) 71 Returning 
to the hotel I consulted the city directory. x888 A. EL 
Green Behind Closed Doors vi, Gryce. .searched for an 
address in the directory. 

+ 4 . Direction, ordering, control. Oh. rare. 

1647 N. Bacon Disc. Govt. Eng. 1. xxxvii. (1739) 56 This 
manner of trial and that of Ordeale [were] under the 
directory of the Clergy. Ibid. 1. xlvii. (1739) 8x Present as 
Assistants in directory of judgment. 

1 5 . Surf. — Director 3 c. Oh. 

1691 Mullineux in Phil. Trans. XVII. 822 By help of 
a Directory and Forceps . . he brought away the Stone. 
1754-64 Smellie Midwif. II. 18 This opening was enlarged 
upon a directory. 

6. Fr. Mist, [transl. F. Diredoire .] The execu- 
tive body in France during part of the revolutionary 
period (Oct. 1795 — Nov. 1799), consisting of five 
members called directors (directeurs). 

[1795 Amer. State Papers, For. RelaE Xx 832) I. 378 
(Stanford) It is probable that this act of the minister proceeds 
from himself, and not from the directoire.] 1796 Washing- 
ton Lett. Writ. 1892 XIII. 273, I little expected . . that a 
rivate letter of mine . . would have found a place in the 
ureau of the French Directory. 1796 Burke Regie. Peace 
1. Wks. VIII, 202 It is said by the directory, .that we of the 
people are tumultuous for peace. 1796 — Corr. (1844) IV. 397 
Shall you and I find fault with the proceedings of France, 
and be totally indifferent to the proceedings of directories 
at home ? x8xo T. Jefferson Writ, (x 830) IV. 143 This 
does, in fact, transform the executive into a directory. 1867 
G. F. Chambers Astron. ( 1876)66 General Buonaparte . . when 
the Directory was about to give him a fete, was very much 
surprised. 

7 . A body of directors ; « Directorate b. 

1803 W. Taylor In Ann, Rev. I, 407 Within the proprie- 
tary, we had almost said within the directory of the com- 
pany, persons are now found [etc.]. 1883 Harped s Mag. 
July 926/2 The principal working members of the directory. 

Directress (direktres). Also 6-7 -esse, 8 
directoress. [f. Director + -ess.] A female 
who directs ; f a governess. Also fig. 


DIKEMPT. 

1580 Sidney Arcadia (1622) 336 Directresse of my destinle. 
1647 R. Stapylton Juvenal 236 We stile him happy too, 
that .. life for his directresse takes. *737 Johnson Irene 
hi, i, Reason ! the hoary dotard’s dull directress. 1741 
Richardson Pamela II. 64 You shall be the Directress of 
your own Pleasures, and your own Time. i8ox Miss C. Smith 
Solitary ^Wanderer I. 240 Her cunning directress had 
foreseen that I should endeavour to obtain that proof of her 
regard. 1848 Thackeray Bk. Snobs vi, She. .is a directress 
of many meritorious charitable institutions. 1884 Law Times 
4 Oct. 369/1 The mother . . obtained a conditional order for 
a habeas corpus addressed to the directress of the home. 

t Bire'ctrice, Obs. [a. F. dirediice (ad. med. 
or mod.L. di redrix, direct rzc -ern ) f fem. of diredeur 
Director.] = prec. 

163* Brathwait Eng. Gent lew. (1641) 323 Where vertue 
is not direetrice, c 1730 Burt Lett. N. Scotl. < 1818) I. 193 
The direetrice or governess who is a woman of quality. 

Directrix (direktriks). PL -ices. [a. med. 
or mod.L. directrix , fem. of * director Director.] 

1. -Directress. 

1622 H, Sydenham Serm. Sol. Occ. 11, (1637^ 1x2 As if the 
same pen had beene as well the directrix of the languages, 
as the truth. 1656 Artif. Handsom. (1662) 31 The Regent 
and directrix of the whole bodies culture, motion, and wel- 
fare. 1678 Cudworth Intell. Syst. 1. iii. § 37. 164 The several 
parts . . acting alone . . without any common directrix. ^ 1843 
H. Rogers Ess. (i860) III, 40 An unfailing directrix in all 
difficulties. 1892 J. Rickaby Aquitias Ethicus 1. 224 Reason 
is the directrix of human acts. 

2 . Geom. fa. = Dirigent sb. 3 ; (see qnot. 
I753)- Obs. b. A fixed line used in describing 
a curve or surface ; spec, the straight line the dis- 
tance from which of any point on a conic bears 
a constant ratio to the distance of the same point 
from the focus. 

1702 Ralphson Math. Did., Directrix of the Conchoid. 
Ibid. App., The two Conchoids, whereof the line CD will 
be the common Asymptote, which is also called the Direc- 
trix. . 1753 Chambers Cycl. Supp., Directrix , in geometry, 
the line, of motion, along which the describing line, or 
surface, is carried in the Genesis of any plane or solid figure* 
1758 Monthly Rev, 403 A certain circle on the same surface, 
which is, as it were, the conical directrix. 1807 Hutton 
Course Math. II. 1x7 If, through the point G, the line GH 
be drawn perpendicular to the axis, it is called the directrix 
of the parabola. 1840 Lardner Geom. xx. 269 Lines drawn 
perpendicular to the transverse axis, through the points D,D', 
are called directrices of the ellipse. 

3. Directrix of elecWodynamic action (of a given 
circuit) : the magnetic force due to the circuit. 

x88i Maxwell Elecir. <5* Magn. II. 157 Their resultant 
is called by Ampere the directrix of the electrodynamic 
action. Ibid. .158 We shall henceforth speak of the directrix 
as the magnetic force due to the circuit, 
f Dire*cture. Oh. rare — b [ad. L. directura 
(in Vitr. a making straight or levelling), f. direct- 
ppl. stem of L. dirigere to Direct.] The action 
of directing ; direction. 

01677 Manton Disc. Peace Wks. 1871 V. ix. 167 Led by 
the fair directure and fair invitation of God's providence. 

Direful (dobuful), a. [f. Dire a. (or sb.) + 
-pul.] Fraught with dire effects; dreadful, terrible. 

1583 Stubbes A nat . A bus. 1. (1879) 70 Except these women 
weare minded to, .folowe their direfull wayes in this cursed 
kind of.. Pride. 1590 Spenser F. Q. i. xi. 55 Whenas the 
direfull feend She saw not stirre. .She nigher drew. 1604 
Shaks. Oth. v. i. 38 ’Tis some mischance, the voyce is very 
direfull. 1634 Milton Counts 357 The direful grasp Of 
savage hunger, or of savage heat. 17x5-20 Pope Iliad t. 
1 Achilles’ wrath, to Greece the direful spring Of woes un- 
number’d. 1781 Gibbon Decl. fy F. II. xTii, 561 Their 
sincerity was attested by direful imprecations. 1825 J. 
Nicholson Operat. Mechanic 477 The direful effects of 
using lead in the manufacture of pottery. 1850 Merivalk 
Rom. Emp. {1865) II. xi. 8 Prodigies of direful import. 

Hence Bi*refnHy adv., dreadfully, terribly; 
Bi'refnXmess, dreadfulness, terribleness, 
a 1656 Ussher Ann. (1658) 244 Curtius . .describes . . the 
direfullnesse of the tempest. 1756 J. Warton Ess. Pope (TJ, 
The direfulness of this pestilence is.. emphatically set forth 
in these few words. 1775 Ash, Direfully ( . , hot much used). 
1845-6 Trench Huls. Led , Ser. n, iv. 196 These convictions 
. .men were too direfully earnest in carrying.. out. 1848 
Thackeray Van. Fair lxii, Pie passed the night direfully 
sick in his carriage. 

Direge, obs. form of Dirge. 

Direkkare, obs. Sc. form of Director. 
Barely (dai*Mli), adv, [f. Dire a. *+■ -ly 2 ,] In 
a dire manner ; dreadfully ; in a way that bodes 
■'■'calamity.::.. 

x6xo G. Fletcher Christ's Viet, m, Screech-owls direly 
chant. 1630 Drayton David «$• Goltah (L. 1, And of his 
death he direly hadfoi ethought. 1633 P. Fletcher Purple 
/si. xn. xxx ix, Direly he blasphemes. 1824 Campbell 
Theodric 13 1 A check in frantic war’s unfinished game, Yet 
dearly bought, and direly welcome, came. 1848 Thackeray 
Van. Fair xxiv. Some great catastrophe . . was likely direly 
to affect Master G. 

T Bire*mpt, ppl' a - Oh. [ad. L. dirempt-us, 
pa. pple. of dirimere to separate, divide, f. dir- t 
Dis- 1 apart + emere to take.] Distinct, divided, 
separate. 

1561 Stow Eng. Chron. A ij, (N.), Bodotria and .Glota 
have sundry passages into the sea, and are clearly dirempt 
one from the other. 

t Dir©*mpt, V. Obs. [f. L. dirempt - ppl. stem 
of dirimere \ see prec.] trans. To separate, divide; 
to break off. 

1586 J. Hooker Girald. Iret. in Holinshed Chron . II. 52/x 
That if either part refused to stand to his arhitrement. 
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the definitive strife might he dirempted by sentence. 165? 
Tomlinson Return's Disp. 287 •Leaves like 'Fig leaves .di- 
rempted into three angles. 

Biremption (dire’m^n). Now rare. [ad. 
L. dirempion-em 3 n. of action f. dirimere to sepa- 
rate, divide.] A forcible separation or severance. 

1623 Cocker am, Diremption, a separation. 1678 Hobbes 
Decam. ni. 2$ They cannot be parted except the Air or 
other matter can enter and fill the space made by their 
diremption. 1874 C. E. Appleton in Life 4 Lit. Relics 
(1881) 159 The diremption of the two kinds of development 
may be possible to the individual. *876 Content#, Rev . 
XXVII. 960 The successive stages .. on the way through 
self-diremption to the return unto self, 

b. spec. Forcible separation of man and wife. 
1649 Bp. Hall Cases Consc. <1650} 331 The displeasure of 
the Canon law against such marriages is so high flown e, 
that no lesse can take it off” then an utter diremption of 
them, a *653 Gouge Comm. Hek xiii. 4 Marriage,. ought 
not to he dissolved, but by diremption, which is, by severing 
man and wife by death. 

1 Direness (dai»Mnes). [f. Dire a. + -ness.] 
The quality of being dire or of dreadful operation. 

" 1605 Speaks. Mack v. v. 14 , 1 haue supt full with horrors; 
Direnesse, familiar to my slaughterous thoughts, Cannot 
once start me. zfiio Healey St. Aug. Citie of God 356 
Trismegistus and Capelia averre the direnesse of his [Mer- 
cury’s] name. 1833 M. Scott Tom Cringle xvii. (1859) 45® 
Direness of this kind cannot daunt me, 

Direr^e v., obs. form of Deraign, to decide. 

+ Direption. Obs. [ad. L, direptim-em, n. of 
action f. diripere to tear asunder, lay waste, snatch 
away, f. di-, dis- asunder + rapere to snatch, tear 
away; cf. 16th c. F. direption (Godef.).J 

1 . The sacking or pillaging of a town, etc. 

1528 Gardiner in Pocock Rec. Ref, I. 1 . 118 Such as 
before d welt In Rome, and in the direption lost their sub- 
stance. 1536 Bellenden Cron. Scot. (1821) I. 181 Calphur- 
nius, nochtwithstanding thir direptionis, went _ forthwart 
with his army, x6xs Speed Hist. Gt. Brit. vii. i. 191 The 
whole Country by these continual! direptions, was vtterly 
depriued of the staffe of food*. 1660 Gauden Brownrig 203 
The arrears ... due to him before the direption and deprae- 
dation. 1828 G. S. Faber Sacr. Cal. Prophecy (1844) III. 
133 The direption and spoliation of the Empire. 

2 . The action of snatching away or dragging 
apart violently, 

1483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 76/2 For we haue not obeyed 
thy comandementis, therfore we hen betaken in to dyrejp- 
cion, captyuyte, deth. 1550 Bale Apol. 21 A bonde indis- 
pensable by autorite of the churche, and a dyrepcton or 
sackynge of matrimony. 1623 Cockeram, Direption, a vio- 
lent taking away. 1650 Ashmole Chym. Collect Arcanum 
(ed. 3) 238/2 Of the conflict of the Eagle and the Lion .. 
the more Eagles, the shorter the Battaile, and the direption 
of the Lyon will more readily follow. <2*693 Urquhart 
Rabelais hi. xlviii. 393 Direption, tearing and rending 
asunder of their Joynts. 

t Direptrtious, a. Obs.~° [f. 'L.dirept-us , pa. 
pple. of diriplre (see Direction} + -itious (after 
surreptitious)) Characterized by direptioD, plun- 
dering, or pillaging. Hence fDireptitiausly 
adv.y by way of pillaging or plundering. 

153a R. Bowyer in Strype Eccl. Mem. I. xvii. 135 The 
grants surreptitiously and direptitiously obtained. 

Biresioun, obs. form of Derision. 

Birge (dsids), sk Forms: a. 3-7 (8-9 Hist) 
dirige, (4-6 dir-, dyr-, der-, -ige(e, -yge, -ege, 
-egi, -egy, 6-7 dirigie). 0 . 6 Sc. dergie, (6-8 
dregy, dredgy, drudgy), 7 dirgie, 7-8 dirgee. 
7. 4 derge, 5 derche, dorge, 5-6 dyrge, 6- dirge. 
[Originally dirige, the first word of the Latin an- 
tiphon Dirige , Domine, Deus mens, in conspectu 
tuo viam meam * Direct, O Lord, my God, my way 
in thy sight taken from Psalm v. 8.] 

1 . In the Latin rite : The first word of the anti- 
phon at Matins in the Office of the Dead, used 
as a name for that service ; sometimes extended 
to include the Evensong (Placebo), or, according 
to Rock, also the Mass (Requiem). ■ 

<2x225 Ancr. R. 22 Efter euesong anonriht siggecS ower 
Placebo euenche niht hwon 3e beoo else; bute }if hit beo 
holiniht vor |>e feste of nie lescuns b e t kume <5 amorwen, 
hiuore Cumplie, oSer efter Uhtsong, sigge# l>irige, mit {rreo 
psalmes, and mit J?reo lescuns euericbe niht sunderlicbe . . 
et Placebo muwen sitten vort Magnificat, and also et 
Dirige. c 1320 Sir Bettes 2902 Beues is ded in bataile J>ar 
fore.. Hit is Beues dirige f 1350 Eng. Gilds (1870) 35 
He ssal sende forthe J?e bedel to alle Ipe bre)?eren and pe 
systeren, |?at ]>ey hien at the derge of J>e body. 1408 
E. E. Wills (1882) rs Brede & Ale to Spende atte my 
dyryge. <73420 Chron . Vilod. 2170 He continuede algate 
.. In doyng of masse, of derche, & of almys-dede. 1494 
in Eng, Gilds (1870) 191 When any Broder or Suster of this 
'Gilde is decessed onte off this worlde . . y= Steward of this 
Gilde shall doo Rynge for hym, and do to say a Placebo 
and dirige, w l a masse on y e morowe of Requiem. 1537 
Wriothesley Chron. (1875) I. 71 Allso a solempne dirige 
songen in everye parishe churche in London. 1539 Bp. 
Hilsey Manual of Prayers in Three Primers Hen. VIII 
4° 7 Of those old Jewish customs hath there crept into the 
church a custom to have a certain suffrages for the dead, 
called Dirige, of Dirige, the first anthem hereof; but by 
whom or when these suffrages were made, we have no sure 
evidence. Ibid. 408 For this only cause have I also set 
forth in this Primer a Dirige ; of the which the three first 
lessons are of the miseries of mans life ; the middle of the 
funeral of the dead corpse ; and the last three are of the 
last resurrection. 1591 Spenser M. Hubberd 453 They 
whilome used., to say .. Their Diriges, their Trentals, and 
their shrifts. 1642 Rogers Naaman 165 Give moneyes 
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and yearly gifts to a Priest to read Masse or Dirigies for 
the weale of his soule after his decease. # a 1654 Selden 
'Table AT. (Arb.) 8S The Priest said Hirgies, and twenty 
Dirgies at fourpence a piece comes to a Noble. x7xx 
Lett, to Curat 7 This Primer consisted of the very same 
parts that the Popish Primer does, viz. of Mat tins .. Dirige 
. . and such other Ecclesiastical Jargon. 1846-7 Maskell 
Mon. Rit. II. in note , The Office of the Dead lor Dirge), 
consisted of two parts: the Evensong or Vespers: and the 
Matins. 1849 Rock Ch. of Fathers II. 503 As the first 
anthem at matins commenced^ with Dirige . . the whole ot 
the morning’s service, including the Mass, came to be 
designated a Dirige or Dirge. 1875 J. I. Fowler m 
Rip on Ch, Ads (Surtees) 83 note, The Vigilise Mortu- 
orum consisting of Vespers, called Placebo ..and 
Matins, called ‘ Dirige ’, from its first antiphon, ‘Dirige 
Domine *, etc, .... 

2 . transf. A song sung at the burial of, or^ m 
commemoration of, the dead ; a song of mourning 
or lament. Alsoy%n 

1500-20 Dunbar Dregy rrr Heir endis Dunbaris Dergy 
to the King, bydand to lang in Stirling. 1593 Shaks. 
Liar. 1612 And now this pale swan in her watery nest 
Begins the sad dirge of her certain ending. 1638 Sir 1. 
Herbert Trav. (ed. 2) 228 Most memorable battels ; ^ as 
when Crassus lost his life, Valerian and others, occasioning 
those dirgees of the Roman Poets. 1655 b uller Ch.Hist . 
Vi, 297 Musick, which in some sort sung her own Dirige 
. . at the dissolution of Abbies. 1713 Pope in Guardian 
No. 40 In another of his pastorals, a shepherd utters a 
dirge not much inferior to the former. 1814 Scott Lit. of 
Isles n. i, Let mirth and music sound the dirge of Care I 
1819 Shelley Ode West Wind ii. 9 Thou dirge Of the 
dying year. 1832 Hr. Martineau Ireland iv. 65 The 
waves . . renewed their dirge with every human life that 
they swept away. 1887 Bowen Virg. AEneid vi. 220 Dirge 
at an end, the departed is placed in the funeral t>ed. 

3 . A funeral feast or carouse; cf. dirge-ale in 
4; quot. 1408 in 1. (Sc.) 

c 1730 Burt Lett. N. Scot l . (1754) L 268-9 (Jam.) Wine 
is filled about as fast as it can go round ; till there is hardly 
a sober person among them . . This last homage they call 
the Drudgy [read Dredgy], but I suppose they mean the 
Dirge, that is, a service performed for a dead 


1750 in Herd Collect. 
But he was first hame at ’ 


person. 

!. Sc. Songs (1776) II. 30 (Jam.) 
his ain ingle-side, And lie helped 

to drink his ain dirgie. 

4 . attrib. and Comb., as dirge-man , - mass , -note, 
-priest\ dirge-like ad].; also dirge-ale, an ale- 
drinking at a funeral (cf. quot. 1408 in. 1); dirge- 
groat, -money, money paid for singing the dirge. 

1587 Harrison England 11. i (1877) 1. 32 The superfluous 
numbers of ..church-ales, helpe-ales, and soule- ales, called 
also *dirge-ales . . are well diminished. 1564 Becon Dis- 
playing Popish Mass Prayers, etc. (1844)258 Have ye not 
well deserved your *dirige-groat and your dinner? 1721 
Strype Eccl. Mem. IILxii, 114 The priests did not seldom 
quarrel with their parishioners for . . dirge-groats and such 
like : for that was the usual reward for singing mass for 
a soul. 1561 Bp. Parkhurst Injunctions, Whether they 
vse to sing any nomber of psalmes, *dinge lyke at the 
huryall of the dead? 1827 Kf.ble Chr. Year Restoration 
hi. One dirge-like note Of orphanhood and loss. X862 
Lytton Sir. Story II. 91 Other dogs in the distant village 
. .bayed in a dirge-like chorus.. 1824 J. Symmons cEschylus’ 
Agamemnon gg Why for Loxias woe, woe, woe ? He has 
no *dlrgemen. 1563 87 Foxe A. <5- M. (1684) III. 544 To 
say a *Dirge Mass after the old custom, for the Funeral 
of King Edward.. 1564 Brief Examinai. ******, You 
can be content *Dirige money be conuened to preachynges. 
<21835 Mrs. Hemans Swan Sr Skylark Poems (1875) 553 
The *dirge-note and the song of festival. 154 . Def. Priests' 
Marriage 24 (Strype Mem. 1 . Hi. 393) Mass-priests, *dirige- 
priests, chantry-priests, sacrificiug-priests. 

Birge, v. rare. [f. prec. sb.] trans. To sing 
a dirge over, commit with a dirge. 

a 1845 Hood Loss Pegasus ii, Dirged by Sea Nymphs to 
his briny gravel ■— She is far fr. Land 62 Waves over- 
surging her, Syrens a-dirgeing her. 

Dirgee, var. of Durzee, Anglo-hid., tailor. 
Birgeful (dS-jdgfiil), a. [f. Dirge + -fdl.] 
Mournful, full of lamentation, moaning, wailing. 

1787 Burns To Miss Cruikshank, Thou, amid the dirgeful 
sound, Shed thy dying honours round. 1794 Coleridge 
Chatterton, Soothed sadly by the dirgeful wind, a 1851 
Moir Poems, To a wounded Ptarmigan x. While the 
dirgeful night-breeze only Sings. 

t Dirgy (doud^i), a. rare~ x . [f. Dirge sb. + -t.] 
Of the nature of a dirge. 

1830 W. Taylor German Poetry II. 47 How glumly 
sownes yon dirgy song ! [affected archaism. ] 

II BirLcm. Also dirliam, derham. [Arab. 
dt ^ dirham, dirhim, ad. L. drachma , Gr. 8pa%- 
P17 : see Drachm. Formerly in It. diremo.] An 
Arabian measure of weight, originally two-thirds 
of an Attic drachma (44*4 grains troy), now used 
with varying weight from Morocco to Abyssinia, 
Turkey, and Persia ; in Egypt it is at present 
(i895)=47*66i troy grains. Also a small silver 
coin of the same weight, used under the caliphs, 
and still in Morocco, where its value is less than 4 d. 
English. 

1788 Gibbon Dec l 4 E. lii. V. 397 note, Elmacin . . com- 
pared the weight of the best or common gold dinar, to the 
drachm or dirhem of Egypt. 1850 W. Irving Mahomet 
xxxix. (1853) 199 Omar I bn A 1 Hareth declares that Ma- 
homet, at his death, did not leave a golden dinar nor a 
silver dirhem. 1872 E. W. Robertson Hist. Ess. 3 In 
Turkey, Syria, Egypt, Barbary and Arabia,, the Dirhem, 
as a standard of weight, continues at the present day to be 
divided into 16 kiilos, or carats, arid 64 grains. Ibid. 48 
note, The drachma of Constantinople . . the original of the 


Egyptian dirhem. 1885 Burton Arab. Nis. (1887) HI. 36, 

1 now adjudge him the sum of ten thousand dirhams. 
Birhombohedron (d9ir^mb<?,hz“drpn). Cryst. 
(See quot., and D 1- pref. ' l 1.) 

1878 Gurney Crysiallogr. 66 The dxrbombohedron is a 
double six-sided pyramid, whose faces are similar isosceles 
triangles. . 

f Diri-bitory. Obs. [aa. L. dir tin tor mm, f. 
diribere to distribute, f. dir-, dis - asunder + habere 
to hold.] (See quot.) 

1656 Blount Glossogr, Diribitory, a place wherein Soul- 
diers are numbered, mustered, and receive their pay; A 
place where the Romans gave their voyces. 

Dirige (dPridg*), obs. and historical f. Dirge. 
t Dirigent (di*rid,3ent\ a. and sb, Obs. [ad. L. 
dirigent-em , pr. pple. of dmgere to Direct.] 

A. adj . L That directs, directing, directive. 

16x7 Collins Def. Bp. Ely 11. ix. 359 lmperant only, not 

elicient ; dirigent, not exequent, as your School-men loue 
to speak. 

2 . Pharm. Formerly applied to certain ingre- 
dients in prescriptions which were held to guide 
the action of the rest. 

1851-60 in Mayne Expos. Lex. 

3 . Geom. (See quot.) 

1704 J. Harris Lex. Techn. (J.), The dirigent line in 
geometry is that along which the line describent is carried 
in the generation of any figure. 

B. sb. 1 . = Director i. 

1756 T. Amory Life Buncle ( 1770 ) I. xiii. 45 You will be 
the guide and dirigent of all my notions and my days. 

2 . Pharm . A dirigent ingredient : cf. A. 2. 

1854-67 C. A. H arris Did. Med. Terminal. 217 Dirigent, 

that constituent in a prescription which directs the action 
of the associated substances. 

3 . Geom. A dirigent line : see A. 3. 

1706 Phillips (ed. Kersey), Dirigent , the Line of Motion 
along which, the Describent Line or Surface is carry’d in 
the Genesis or Production of any plain or solid Figure. 
1796 in^ Hutton Math. Diet. 

Dirigible (diTid^ib’l), a. Also 7 derigible, 
9 dirigeable. [ad. L. type * dlrigibil-is , f. dirig- 
erc to Direct. Cf. mod.PT dirigeable .] Capable 
of being directed or guided. 

1581 Lambardk Eiren . 1. x. (1588) 62 It would avayle 
greatly to the furtherance of the Service, if the Dedimus 
potesiatem to giue these Oaths were dirigible to the lus- 
tices (and none other). 1649 Bp. Reynolds Hoseay ii. 119 
The proper conclusions dedueible from these^ principles, 
and derigible unto those ends. 1688 Norris 'Theory Love 
ir. i. 63 Why love as Dirigible is made the subject of 
Morality rather than understanding. 1833 Sir W. Hamil- 
ton Discuss. (1852) 137 Intellectual operations .. in so far 
as they were dirigible, or the subject of laws. xS8i Sat. 
Rev. LI. 110/1 For eighteen years .. no attempt was made 
to render balloons dirigible. 1884 Cassells Earn. Mag. 
764 The balloon was dirigeable. 1887 St. fas'. Gaz. 23 Sept, 
5 A greater speed than has yet been attained by any other 
dirigible torpedo. 

Dirigo-motor (dbrig^mJu-t^i), a. Physiol. 
[irreg. f. L. dirig- stem of dirigere to Direct + 
Motor.] That both produces and directs muscular 
motion. 

1855 H. Spencer Prtnc. Psychol. (1872) 1 , 1. iii. 49 Each 
efferent nerve is a dirigo-motor agent. 

Diriment (di-riment), a. [ad. L. diriment-em, 
pr. pple. of dirimere lo separate, interrupt, frus- 
trate : see Dirempt. Cf. F. dirimant that nullifies 
(a marriage).] That renders absolutely void ; nulli- 
iying ; chiefly in diriment impediment, one that 
renders marriage null and void from the beginning. 

1848 J. Watkrworth Council of Trent (1888) p. ccxxv, The 
Church having authority to establish .. new essential and 
diriment impediments of matrimony. 1875 Contemp. Rev. 
XXVI. 423 There is another diriment impediment which 
has lately attracted more than ordinal^ attention. 1888 
Ch. Times 2 Mar. 179 In England, .marriages, not hindered 
by a diriment impediment, are valid wherever solemnised, 
t Di*rity. Obs. rare. [ad. L. diritds , f. dints 
fell, Dire.J Direness, dread fulness. 

c 1586 Hooker Serm, Pride v. Wks. III. 794 So unappeas- 
able is the rigour and dirity of his corrective justice. 1623. 
Cockeram, Diriiie, crneltie, fiercenesse. 1656 in Blount 
Glossogr . 1721-1800 in Bailey. 

Dirk (dark), sb. Forms : 7 dork, 7-9 durk, 
(7 durke), 8- dirk. [Origin unknown. Found 
in 1602 spelt dork, then common from second half 
of 17th c. as dui'k ; the spelling dhk was adopted 
without authority in Johnson’s Diet. 1755, app* 
from the falling together of ir, ur, in Eng. pro- 
nunciation ; cf. Burmah, Birmah , dirt , durt , etc. 
Although early quots. and Johnson’s explanation 
suggest that the name was Gaelic, there is no such 
word in that language, where the weapon is called 
biodag. O’Reilly’s duirc is merely the 18th e. 
English word spelt Irish-fashion. 

The suggestion has been offered that the word may be the 
Da. Dirk, familiar form of the personal name Diederik, 
which name, in Ger, dietrick, LG. dierker (Bremen Wb.), 
Da, dirik, dirk , Sw. dyrk, is actually given to a pick-lock 
but besides the difficulty that dirk is not the original form 
of the English word, no such sense as ‘ dagger’ belongs to- 
the continental word. If of continental origin, the earliest 
form dork might possibly be a soldier’s or sailor’s corruption 
of Du., Da., Sw. dolk, Ger. dolch , dagger.} 

1 . A kind of dagger or poniard: spec. a. The 
dagger of a Highlander. Jb. ( A small sword or 
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dagger formerly worn by junior naval officers on 
8uty.* Smyth Sailor's Word-bk. (Obs.). 

j5o2 Form of ancient trial by battel in Nicholspn and 
•Bum’s Hist . Westmoreland (1777) 1 . 596 note. Two Scotch 
daggers or dorks at their girdles, 'i 16. . Robin Hood 4 
Jicggar n. 90 (Ritson) 1795 I., 106 A drawen durk to his 
hreast. 1680 G. Hickes Spirit of Popery 36 Armed men, 
who. .fell upon them with Swords and Burkes. . 1681 Colvil 
Whigs Sitpplic. (1695) 4 Some had Halbards, some had 
Burks, Some had crooked swords like Turks. 1724 Ramsay 
feart. Misc . (1733) L 7 With durk and pistol by his side. 
a 1740 T. Tickell I mil. Prophecy Kerens 29 The shield, 
the pistol, durk, and dagger. 1746 Rep. Cond. Sir J. Cope 
184 Some few of their Men. .arm’d only with Durk, Sword, 
and Pistol. 1755 Johnson, Dirk, a kind of Dagger used 
in the Highlands of Scotland ; 1786 Burns Earnest Cry 4 
Prayer xvii, Her tartan petticoat she’ll kilt. An’ durk an’ 
pistol at her belt, She’ll tak the streets. 1794 — Let . to J. 
Johnson ?Feb. Wks. 1857 IV. 58, I have got a Highland 
dirk, for which I have great veneration, as it once was the 
dirk of Lord Balmerino. 1806 Gazetteer Scot l . Introd. 25 
The Highland durk is certainly an imitation of the Roman 
short dagger. 1822 J. Flint Lett. Amer. 113 The dirk 
has a pointed blade, four or five inches long, with a small 
handle. It is worn within the vest, by which it is com- 
pletely concealed, 1830 Scott Demonol. x. 396 We saw the 
dirk and broadsword of Rorio Mhor. _ 1833 Marryat P. 
Simple iv, I.. wrote another [letter] asking for a remittance 
to purchase my dirk and cocked hat. 1839-40 W. Irving 
Wolfert's R. (1855) 193 , 1 pocketed the purse .. put a dirk 
in my bosom, girt a couple of pistols round my waist. 1881 
Jowett Thucyd. I. 162 The highland Thracians, .are inde- 
pendent and carry dirks. 

. 2 . Comb., 2.% dirk- hi It; dirk-like adj. ; dirk-band, 
the hand that grasps the dirk ; dirk-knife, a large ! 
clasp-knife with a dirk-shaped blade. 

1837 Lockhart Scott xli. (1839) V. 340 Its bottom is of 
glass, that he who quaffed might keep his eye the while 
upon the dirk hand of his companion. . 1851 D. Wilson 
Peek. Aim. (1863) II. iv. vi. 347 Ivory dirk-hilts elegantly 
turned and wrought by the hand. 

Durk (dark), v. [f, prec. sb.] trans. To stab 
with a dirk. 

« 16 89 W. Cleland Poems (1697) 13 For a misobliging 
word She’ll durk her neighbour o’er the board. Ibid. 15 
Had it not been for the Life-guard She would have durkt 
him. 1808 J. Barlow Columb. vn. 356 They . . Wrench off 
the bayonet and dirk the foe. 1822 Scott Nigel iii, * I 
thought of the Ruthvens that were dirked in their ain house.* 
1840 R. H. Dana Bef. Mast xxvii. 88 With a fair prospect 
of being stripped and dirked. 

Birk^e, -ness, obs. ff. Dark, -ness. 

Birl, Sc. and north, dial. [Allied: to Sc. thirl 
to pierce, to Thrill, and to Drill. It is not a 
simple phonetic development of thirl, since th does 
not become d in the north ; but it seems to be due 
to some onomatopoeic modification.] 

1 . trans. To pierce, to thrill ; to cause to vibrate, 
cause a thrilling sensation in by a sharp blow. 

1513 [see Dirling vbl. sb. below}. 1568 Batmatyne MS. 
in Sibbald Chron. Scot. Poetry (1802) III. 236 (Jam.) Young 
Pirance. . Was dirlit with lufe of fair Meridiane. 1826 T. 
Wilson Pitman's Pay (1872) 8 (Northumb. Gloss.) Thy 
tongue ... dirls ray lug like wor smith’s hammer. 1837 
Lowell Lett. (1894) I. 23 But she, alas ! my heartstrings 
dirls. 1871 P. H. Waddell Psalms 4 Homs o’ the siller. . 
dirlin the lug an’ wauk'nin the heart. 1892 Northumbld. 
Gloss, s. v., To ‘ dirl the elbow ’ is to strike the sensitive 
bone of that part — the ‘funny bone ’, as it is called. 

2 . intr. To vibrate as when pierced or sharply 
struck, or in response to sound; to have a thrilling 
sensation, to tingle. 

1715 Ramsay Christ's Kirk 11. 7 Meg Wallet wi’ her pinky 
een Gart Lawrie’s heart-strings dirle. 1790 Burns Tam d 
Skanter 124 He screw’d the pipes and gart them skirl. Till 
roof and rafters a* did dirl. a 1835 Hogg Ringan 4 May 
38 Though . . the merle gar all the greenwood dirl. 1869 
Lonsdale Gloss., Dirl , to tingle, or thrill with pain, the 
sensation being the result of a blow or other violence. 1884 
Nugae Eccles. I. 26 When I smash the table till it dirls. 

b. To produce a vibrating sound ; to ring. 

1823 Galt R. Gilkaize I. 131 (Jam.) Twisting a rope of 
straw round his horse’s feet, that they might not dirl or 
make a din on the stones. 1892 Northumbld. Gloss., Dirl , 
to produce a deafening or a painful vibration. ‘Hear hoo 
the win’s dorlin V 
; Hence Di*rlmg vbl. sb. 

1513 Douglas JEneis xil vii. 97 The pane vanyst als 
clene. .as thocht it had bene Bot a dyrling or a litill stond. 
x8io Cromek ^ Nithsdale Song App. 334 0 am.) [The 
Brownie] keeping the servants awake at nights with the 
noisy dirling of its elfin flail. 

-Dirl, sh. Sq. and north, dial. [f. Dirl v.] A 
thrill or vibration, with or without sound ; athrill- 
ing effect or sensation ; a tremulous sound. 

.. x 7 &$ Burns Death 4 Doctor Hornbook xvi, It just play’d 
dlI J. oh the bane. But did nae mair. 1818 Scott Hrt. Midi. 
xvu, 4 A’body has a conscience. . I think mine’s as weel out 
o the gate as maist^ folk’s are ; and yet it’s just like the 
hpop of my elbow, it whiles gets a bit dirl on a corner/ 
*?37 Carlyle Fr. Rev. II. vi. iii. (1848) 330 Successive 
simultaneous dirl of thirty-thousand muskets shouldered. 
*002 Hislop Prov. Scot. 18 An elbuck dirl will lang play 
thirl. 1878 Cnmbld. Gloss. , Dirl, a tremulous sound. 

Dirt (dart), sb. F orms : 4-5 drit, dry t, dritt(e, 
dryte, (4 dryit), 5 drytt, 5-6 dyrt(e, 5-7 durt, 
5- dirt. [By metathesis from ME. drit , not known 
in OE. and prob. a. ON. drit neuter, excrement 
(mod. Icel. dritr masc., Norw. dritt); cf. also 
MDu. drete, Du. dreet, FL drils, drets excrement ; 
see Drite v.] 
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1 * Ordure ; = Excrement 2 b. 

a 1300 Cokaygue 179 in E.E. P. (1862) r6r Sene ^ere in 
swine-is dritte He mot wade. 1387 T rev is a Higden (Rolls) 

V. 295_ (Matz.) Ureyne and dritte. 2388 Wyclif Phil. iii. 8 
All thingis .. Y deme as drit, [1382 toordis] that Y wynne 
Crist. 2398 Trevisa Barth. lie P. R. xvm. v. (1495] 75» 
The lambe hath blacke dyrte. c 1440 Promp. Parv. 132/2 
Dryte. .doonge, merda, stercus. C1460 'J owneley Myst. 
(Surtees) 194 The dwillys durt in thi herd, Vyle fals tratur! 
1561 Hollybush Horn. Apoth . 13 b, Take wbyte dogges 
dyrte thre unces. 2642 Fuller Holyf- Prof St. v. xii. 406 
Some count a Jesting lie. . like the dirt of oysters, which . . 
never stains. 1830 Marryat King's Own xxvi, It's the 
natur of cats always to make a dirt in the same place. 

2 . Unclean matter, such as soils any object by 
adhering to it; filth ; esp. the wet mucl or mire of 
the ground, consisting of earth and waste matter 
mingled with water. 

a 1300 Sarmun vii. in E. E. P. (1862) 2 pi felle wib-oute 
nis bot a sakke ipudrid ful wij? drit and ding, a 1300 Ten 
Commandm. 21 ibid. 16 pe.ful dritte of gr unde. 14 . . Sir 
Beues 1 196 (M S. M.) He . . tredith hyin vnder his fete I n the j 
dirte amyddus the strete. 1377 B. Googe Heresbach's \ 
Husb. m. (1586) 151 h, The Swine .. delighteth . . to wallow 
in the durt. 2596 Shaks, Tam. Shr. Tv. i, 80 How she 
waded through the durt to plucke him off me. 1611 Bible 
Isa. Ivii. 20 The troubled sea . . whose waters cast vp inyre 
and dirt. 2661 Pepys Diary 29 May, The spoiling of my 
clothes and velvet coat with dirt. 1669 Penn No Cross ii. 

§ 10 Poor Mortals ! But living Dirt ; made of what they 
tread on. 1684 Bunyan Pilgr. 11. 64 The Dirt will sink to 
the bottom, and the Water come out by itself more clear. 
1782 Cowper Gilpin 189 Let me scrape the dirt away That 
hangs upon your face. 2832 Mrs. Stowe Uncle Tom's C. 
xi. 95 Now comes my master . . and grinds me down into 
the very dirt! 2878 Huxley Physiogr. 131 The muddy 
matter in these streams is merely the dirt washed from the 
roofs of the houses and the stones of the street Mod. Dirt 
is only matter in the wrong place. 

b. Jig. As the type of anything worthless : cf. 
the phrase Jlthy htcre. 

1357 Lay Folks Catech. (Lamb. MS.) 771 pey sellyn 
sowlys to satanas for a lytyl worldly dryt. c 1380 Wyclif 
Wks. (1880) 68 Bischopis, munkis & chapons silien . . trewe 
prechynge for a litil stynkyng muk or drit. c 1679 R. Duke 
To Dryden on Tr. 4 Cr. (R.), You found it dirt, but you 
have made it gold, 2720 De Foe Capt. Singleton xix. 
(1840) 329 The wealth . . was all like dirt under my feet 
1734 Pope Ess. Man iv. 279 Is yellow dirt the passion of 
thy life ? 1753 A. Murphy Gray' s-Inn frill. No. 42 p 1 Ever 
since . . Convenience stamped an imaginary Value upon 
yellow Dirt 

e. A scornful name for land (as a possession). 
1602 Shaks. Ham. v. ii. 90 ’Tis a Chowgh ; but as I say 
spacious in the possession of dirt. 1616 Beaum. & Fl. 
Scornful Lady 1. ii, Your brother’s house is big enough; 
and to say truth, he has too much land : hang it, dirt 1 
d. Applied abusively to persons. 
c 1300 Havelek 682 Go hom swithe, fule, drit, cherl. 2638 
Cleveland Rustick Rampant Wks. (1687) 457 That Dirt 
of a Captain . . had butchered the English Patriarch. 2872 
C. Gibbon Lack of Gold iv, Are you to turn your back on 
thena like the dirt they are ? 2894 Hall Caine Manxman 
II. xi, 88 I hate the nasty dirts. 

3 . Mud; soil, earth, mould; brick-earth, colloq. 

1698. Fryer Acc. E. India 4 P. 26 A Fort or Blockade (if 

it merit to be called so) made of Dirt. 1709 Steele Taller 
No. 49 P 10 As Infants ride on Sticks, build Houses in Dirt. 
1795 Windham Sp. Pari. 27 May (1812) I. 270 Children, 
who had surrounded a twig with a quantity of dirt, would 
think that they had planted a tree. 2823 P. Nicholson 
Pract. Build . 344 Place Bricks, being made of clay, with 
a mixture of dirt and other coarse materials, .are . . weaker 
and more brittle. 2841 Catlin N. Amer. Ind. (1844) I. x. 
77 Throwing up the dirt from each excavation in a little 

E ile. 1889 Farmer Diet. Amer. 202/2 The gardener fills 
is flower-pots with dirt. 

b. Mining , quarrying , etc. Useless material, 
rubbish ; the vegetable soil comprising a Dirt-bed. 

2799 Kirwan Geol. Ess. 308, 3 feet of coal, under which 
is a bad sort, called dirt, and again, 2 feet of coal. 1881 
J. W. U rquhart Electro-typing v. 130 The common quali- 
ties [of copper] give off a great deal of foreign matter known 
as ‘dirt’. 1884 Check. Gloss., Dirts , salt-making term. 
Cinders and ashes left after fuel is consumed. 2885 Lyell's 
Elem. Geol. 290 A stratum called by quarrymen ‘ the dirt 
or ‘ black dirt , was evidently an ancient vegetable soil. 

c. The material from which a metallic ore or other 
valuable substance is separated ; esp. the alluvial 
deposit from which gold is separated by washing ; 
= Washdirt. 

1857 Borthwick California 120 (Bartlett), In California, 

* dirt ’ is the universal word to signify the substance dug ; 
earth, clay, gravel, or loose slate. The miners talk of rich 
; dirt and poor dirt, and of stripping off so many feet of ‘ top 
dirt * before getting^ to * pay-dirt the latter meaning dirt 
j. with so much gold in it that it will pay to dig it up and 
wash it. 1890 Boldrewood Miner's Right xiv. 142 We 
j were clean worked out. .before many of our neighbours at 
Greenstone Gully were half done with their dirt. 

4 . The quality or state of being dirty or foul ; 
dirtiness, foulness, imeleanness in action or speech. 

1774 Goldsm, Nat. Hist. (2776) I. 328 The sloth and dirt 
of the inhabitants. 1789 Mrs. Piozzi fount. France I. 
144 Literature and dirt had long been intimately ac- 
quainted. 1837 C. G. Gordon Lett. III. 142 The Turkish 
steamer . . was in a beastly state of dirt. 1872 E. Peacock 
Mabel Heron I. ii, 16 The dirt, darkness, and savagery of 
the town. 

b. Meanness, sordidness. 

2623 Fletcher Noble Gent. iii. i. Our dunghill breeding 
and our durt. 1746 Melmoth Pliny vu. xxix (R.), Honours, 
which are thus sometimes thrown away upon dirt and 
infamy; which such a rascal ..had the assurance both to 
accept and to refuse. 


DIRT. 

5 . a. dial. * Dirty’ weather. 

2836 Marryat Three Cult, iii, Shall we have dirt? 287© 
Whitby Gloss., Dirt, a weather term for rain or snow. 
‘We’re likely to have some dirt.* 

b. Mining. Inflammable gas which constitutes 
* foulness ’ in a mine ; =» Fire-damp. 

2831 Examiner 765/1 We examined if there was any dirt 
(inflammable air). 1832 Grf.enwell Coal-trade Terms 
Northumb. 4 Dark. 23. 2892 Northumbld. Gloss., Dirt .. 

is also used to express foul-air or firedamp in a pit. 

O . Phrases, f a. To fall to dirt ', to fall to the 
ground, to come to nothing; so to be all in the 
dirt , to lay all in the dirt , and the like. Obs,. 

2546 St. Papers Hen. VIII , XI. 181 To the which we 
will in no wise agree, but wil rather laye all in the durt. 
2637 North's Plutarch, Add. Lives (1676) 28 Here 
Saladin was handsomely beat to dirt. 2638 Bramhai.l 
Consecr. Bps, vi. 248 Mr. Mason squeesed the poore Fable 
to durt. 1667 Pepys Diary 19 Feb., Our discourse of peace 
is. all in the dirt. 1670 Marvell Corr. cxli. Wks. 1872-5 
II. 315 We heard them * pro forma', but all falls to dirC 

b. To cast , throw , or Jing dirt : to asperse any 
one with scurrilous or abusive language. 

264a Sir E. Dering Sp. on Retig. 1 Cast what dirt thou 
wilt, none will sticke on me. c 1645 Howell Lett. (2650) 
II. 62 Any sterquilinious raskall is licenc’d to throw dirt in 
the faces of soveraign princes in open printed language. 
2655 Fuller Ch. Hist. ix. vii. 19 The best of men .. are 
more carefull to wash their own faces, then busie to throw 
durt on others. 2678 B. R. Letter Pop. Friends 7 ’Tis 
a blessed Line in Matchiavel— If durt enough be thrown, 
some will stick. 2706 E. Ward Hud. Rediv. I. n. 11 Fling 
dirt enough, and some will stick. 2738 Pope Epil.JSat. n. 
145 To me they meant no hurt, But 'twas my Guest at 
whom they threw the dirt. 

c. 7o eat dirt : to submit to degrading treat- 
ment. Proverb. * Every man must eat a peck of 
dirt before he dies * : see Peck. 

2839 Farrar J. Home ix, Lord Fitzurse . . made up for 
the dirt which they had been eating by the splendour of his 
entertainment. 2890 Sat. Rev. 18 Oct. 462/2 In times of 
revolution a good many pecks of dirt have to be eaten. 

d. To cut dirt: to take one’s departure, be off. 
U.S. slang. 

2829 Negro Song (Farmer s. v. Cut), He cut dirt and run. 
1843-5 Haliburton Sam Slick in Eng. (Bartlett), The way 
the cow cut dirt. 2853 Western Scenes (Farmer), Now you 
cut dirt, and don’t let me see you here again. 

7 . attrib. and Comb. a. attrib ., ‘of or for dirt ”, 
as dirt-band, -box, -car, -cart, -cone, -Joor, -heap, 
- pellet , - spot , -streak, etc. 

2860 Tyndall Glac. 1. xi. 68, I could see .. the looped 
^dirt-bands of the glacier. 2889 G. F. Wright Ice Age 
N. Amer. 19 Neither moulins nor regular dirt-bands are 
present. 2884 Health Exkib. Gated . 55/2 Man-hole Cover 
for sewers, with elm blocks and fixed *Dirt Boxes. 2870 
Emerson Sac. 4 So lit. vi. 220 The railroad *dirt-cars are 
good excavators, i860 Bartlett Diet. Amer. 122 The 
** dirt-cart or cart which removes street sweepings, would, 
in London, be called a ‘ dust-cart’. 2860 Tyndall Glac. 1. 
ii. 28 Here are also dirt-cones ’ of the largest size. 1858 

P. Cartwright Autobiog. xxx. 472 We walked on *dirt 
floors for carpets, sat on benches for chairs. 1862 Bunyan 
Holy War Advt. to Rdr., John such ^dirt-heap never 
was. 2709 Swift T. Tub ApoL, Do they think such 
a building is to be battered with *dirt-pellets? 2836 Kane 
Arct. Expl. II. xi. 123 Coming nearer, you see that the 
*dirt-spots are perforations of the snow. 1864 Lowell 
Fireside Trav. 47 Cleanness, incapable of moral dirt spot. 
i860 Tyndall Glac. n. viii. 267 The only trace of the mo- 
raines is a broad *dirt-streak. 

b. instrumental, as dirt-besmeared, -born, 
-grimed, -incrust ed, -roitett, -smirched, -soaked adjs. 

1606 Shaks. Tr. 4 Cr. v. i. 23 Dirt-rotten livers, wheezing 
lungs. 2754 J. Shebbeare Matrimony (1766) 1 . 70 It is the 
Devil to have to do with such dirt-born Fellows. 1838 
Dickens 67 . Twist 1 . Dirt-besmeared walls. 18 86 J. K. 
Jerome Idle Thoughts (1889) 74 Little dirt-grimed brats, 
trying to play in the noisy courts. 

c. objective, as Dirt-eater, -eating, - flinging , 
-loving, - thrower . 

1819 Metropolis II. 233 The very last of dirt-throwers 
thereof [of the Canongate], 1824 Westm . Rev. II, 467 This 
is done by assumption and dirt-flinging. Ibid., Le Clerc 
divides the . . Dirt-flinging argument into sixteen species. 

d. Special combs.: dirt-board (see quot.) ; 
dirt-fast a., stuck fast in the dirt ; dirt-fear, -ed 
a., dirt-gabard (see quots.) ; dirt-roller, a roller 
in a cotton- spinning machine for removing dirt ; 
dirt-scraper, a road-scraper ; also a grading-shovel 
used in grading or levelling up ground. ; dirt-weed 
(see quots.). Also Dirt-bed, -cheap, etc. 

1874 Knight Diet. Meek., * Dirt-board [in carriage], a 
board for warding off earth from the axle-arm. A cutto- 
plate. 2308 Kennedie Fly ting w. Dunbar 33 *Dirtfast 
dearch. 2767 Meston Poems 131 0 am.) He trembl’d, and, 
which was a token Of a *dirt-fear, look’d dun as docken. 
1722 W. Hamilton Wallace X. 250 (Jam.) The Bishop of 
St. Andrews . . Who would not Wallace’ coming there abide, 
Was so *dirt-fear’d, even for all Scotland wide. 1867 Smyth 
Sailors Word-bk., * Dirt-gabard, a large ballast-lighter. 
a 1825 Forby Voc. E. Anglia, * Dirt-weed, Chenopodium 
viride, an expressive name for what generally grows on 
dunghills or other heaps of dirt. 1884 Miller Plaait-n. 
3S/2 Dirt-weed, or Dirty Dick, Chenopodium album . 

Dirt, v. Also 6-7 durt. [f. Dirt sb. See 
also the earlier strong vb. Drite.] trans. To 
make dirty or foul ; to defile or pollute with dirt ; 
to dirty, to soil, 

a 2387 Foxe A. 4 M. (1596) 2582 Riding in his long gowne 
downe to the horse heels . . dirted vp to the horse bellies 
2622 Barry Ram- A lley 1. ii. How light he treads For dirting 
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DIBT-BED, 


his silk stockings l x66c Fuller Mixt Contempt. (1663) 89 
For fear to dirt the soles of their shoes. 1727 7 VI Far. 
Subjects in Swift’s Whs. 1755 II. 1. 226 III company is like 
a dog, who dirts those most whom he loves best. 1826 
Lamb Lett. (1888) II. 149 Don't thumb and dirt the books. 
*833 J. H.N ewman Lett, (1891) I. 386 Sitting down on the 
ashes , . which are so dry as not to dirt. 

Hence Drrting vbl. sb. 

1591 Percivall Sp. Did., Enlodadura y darting, fouling 
with durt, lutamentum. 

Dirt-bed, Geol. A stratum consisting of an- 
cient vegetable mould; spec. A bed of dark bitu- 
minous earth, containing the stumps of trees, 
occurring in the lower Purbeck sei ies of the Isle 
of Portland, and overlying the Portland oolite. 

2824 T. Webster in Geol. Trans. (1829) II. 42 A bed 
about one foot thick, consisting of a dark-brown substance, 
and containing much earthy lignite; this bed is very re- 
markable and extends all through the north end of the Isle 
of Portland ..It is called^ by the quarry men the Dirtbed. 
1836 .Buck land Geol. xviii. § 3. (1858) 457 A -single stump 
rooted in the dirt-bed in the Isle of Portland. 1851 Richard- 
son Geol. (1855) 397 A mass of bituminous earth, called die 
‘dirt-bed’, which is an ancient vegetable soil, containing 
numerous trunks of fossil trees, standing erect at a height 
of from one to three feet, with their summits jagged. 

Dirt-bird, A local name of the skua, Ster- 
corarius crepidatus, called also Dirty Allan; 
also of the green woodpecker, Gecinus viridis. 

1847-78 Halliw., Dirt* bird, the woodpecker. North. 
1885 Swainson Prov. Names Brit. Birds too Green Wood- 
pecker.. The constant iteration of its cry before rain (which 
brings out the insects on which it feeds) gives it the names 
Rain bird , . Dirt bird, Storm cock. ibid. 210 Richardson’s 
Skua (Stercorarius crepidatus) . . from the vulgar opinion 
that the gulls are muting 1 when, in reality, they are only 
disgorging fish newly caught. Dirt bird (Dundrum Bay) 

. . Dirty allan or aulin . . Dung bird. 1886 W. Brockie Leg. 
Sf Superst. Durham 136 Several species of small birds are 
confounded under the . . title of ‘ dirt birds ’, because they 
sing on the approach of rain. 

Dirt-cheap (dsutitfisp), a. ( adv .) [See Cheap 

a. 6.] As cheap as dirt ; exceedingly cheap. Hence 

Dirt-cheapness. 

1821 Blachtv. Mag. VIII. 616 Dirt-cheap, indeed, it was, 
as well it might. 1849 Dickens Dav. Copp. xxii, Five bob 
.. and dirt-cheap. 1883 Pall Mall G. 26 Oct. 5/1 It appears 
likely that November will bring an alteration in that dirt- 
cheapness of money of which brokers, and bankers now 
complain. 1886 H. F. Lester Under two Fig Trees 102 
I’ll do it cheap, that I will, . . dirt cheap. 1891 T. Hardy 
'Less i, I was no more than the commonest, dirt-cheapest 
feller in the parish. 

Dirt-dauber. 

1 1. One who daubs or plasters with dirt or mud ; 
a maker of cob-walls ; also, a term of abuse. Obs. 

£1515 Cock Lorell’s B. (Percy Soc.) 5 Here is .. patrycke 
peuyssbe a conynge dyrte dauber, Worshypfull wardayn 
of slouens In. 1563-87 Foxe A.$ M. (159 6) 532T A man 
would thinke hi m some d irtdauhers sonne. 1630 J . Taylor 
(W ater P.) Jacke-a-Lent Wks. 1. 115/2 -Vntyling houses .. 
to . . the profit of Plaisterers, and Dirtdawbers, the game of 
Glasiers, Joyners, Carpenters, Tylers and Bricklayers. 1647 
Trapp Comm. Epistles 472 These are the devils dirt- 
dawbers, that teach such doctrine. 

2. A species of sand-wasp ; = Dauber 4 . 

1844 Gosse vet Zoologist II. 582 These were the nests of 
dirt-daubers. 

Di*rt-eater. One who eats dirt ; see next. 

1802 Beddoes Hygeia vm. 70 The dirt-eaters of the 
West-Indies, 

Dirt-eating (da\it|ftig), vbl. sb. 

1. The eating of some kinds of earth or clay as 
food, practised by some savage tribes, as the Otto- 
maks of South America and some Arctic tribes. 

2. A disorder of the nutritive functions character- 
ized by a morbid craving to eat earth or dirt. 

x8x j Edin. Rev. XXVIII. 359 The accounts .. of the 
Stomach-evil, sometimes called Dirt-eating. 1828 Life 
Planter Jamaica Jed. 2) 97 For some time past she had 
been addicted to dirt -eating (eating earth), .a disease, which 
. . terminates in dropsy and death. 1834 W, Ind. Sk. Book 
II. 49 The singular propensity to dirt-eating, a disease which 
has acquired from the French the name of mat cPestomac. 
f Dirten, a. Obs. exc. dial. [In early use, for 
dritien, pa. pple. of Drite v.\ in later use f. Dirt 
sb. •+• -en 4 : cf. earthen] 
l. Dirtied, defiled with excrement or filth, 

1508 Kennedie Fly ting w. Dunbar 25 Dirtin Dumbar, 
quhome on blawes thow thy boist ? 1508 Dunbar Fining 
w. Kennedie 248 Rottin crok, dirtin dok, cry cok, or I sail 

t uell the. 1536 Bellenden Cron . Scot. xvi. xix. (Jam.) 
‘hairfor this jurnay wes callit the dirtin raid. 

2. dial. Made of dirt. 

1847-78 H alli well, Dirten , made of dirt. West. 

Dirten Allan : see Dirty Allan. 

Dirtily (dautili), adv. [f. Dirty a . f-ly 2 .] 

1. In a dirty manner ; foully, filthily. 

1598 Florio, Sporcamente , filthily, foully . . durtily. a 1613 
Overbury A Wife (1638) 90 He lookes like his Land, as 
heavily and durtily. 1777 W. Dalrymple Trav. Sp. # Port. 
xiii, We put up at a Fonda . . where we are dirtily lodged. 
1789 Mrs. Piozzi Journ. France I. 10 The hounds were 
always dirtily and ill kept. 

2, In a manner that stains morality or honour ; 
dishonourably, despicably, sordidly. 

a 1631 Donne Elegie xii. (R.), Such gold as that, where- 
withal Almighty chymics , . Are dirtily and desperately 

f ull’d. 1661 R. L'Estrange Interest Mistaken 133 How 
irtily . . the Presbyterian crew treated his Majesty. 1709 
Mrs. Centlivre Gamester v, 'Tis dirtily done of you . . to 
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kick a man for nothing. 2796 T. Jefferson irt Sparks 
Corr. Amor. Rev. (1853) IV. 484 An intriguer, dirtily em- 
ployed in sifting the conversations of my table. 

Dirtiness (doutines). [f. Dirty a. + -ness.j 

1, The quality or state of being dirty ; foulness, 
filthiness. 

1561 Stow Eng. Ckron. Romans, an. 386 (R.) Paris, which 
.. was called Lutecin, because of the mudde and dirtmesse 
of the place wherein it standeth. 16x7 Markham Caval.v. 
17 There will come much filth and durtinesse from the 
horse. 1776 Adam Smith W. N . 1. x. (1869) L.*°5 1“^ 
wages of labour vary with.. the cleanliness or dirtiness .. of 
the employment. 1885 Law Times 30 May 74/2 lo throw 
up a contract .. on the .. ground of the dirtiness of the 
house. . e • 

2. Uncleanness of language ; sordidness of action. 

1649 Fui.ler fust Mans Fun . 22 Let not the dimness of 

our eyes be esteemed the durtiness of his actions, a 16 77 
Barrow Serm. Wks. 1716 I. 137 Degenerate wantonness 
and dirtiness of speech. 1742 H. Walpole Lett. H. Mann 
(1834) I. 106 You know I am above such dirtiness. 1856 
F. E. Paget Owlet Oivlst. 74 The darkness and the dirti- 
ness of the money-loving mind. 

Dirtless (dsutles), a. (adv.), [f. Dirt sb. F 
-less.] Void of dirt. 

a 2618 Sylvester Mayden's^ Blush 577 The Wayes so 
dust-lesse, and so dirtlesse faire. <2x745 Swift (F. Hall). 
1892 Pall Mall G. 21 Mar. 3/1 With a smile at thealmost 
dirtless room. 

Dirt-pie. Mud or wet earth, formed by children 
into a shape like a pie; a mud-pie. 

a 1641 Suckling ( J ), That which has newly left off making 
of dirt-pies, and is but preparing itself for a green-sickness. 
1695 Congreve Love for L. iv. xiii, And for the young 
Woman . . I thought it more fitting for her to learn her 
Sampler, and make Dirt-Pies, than to look after a Husband. 
<2x734 North Exam. in. vi. § 64 (1740) 470 Their Towns 
. .gave Way like Dirt Pyes before his Army. X793 Burke 
Policy of Allies Wks. VII. 159 Busy in the confection of 
the dirt-pyes of their imaginary constitutions. 1854 Thack- 
eray J. Leeclis Fid. (1869) 333 Poor little ragged Polly 
making dirt-pies in the gutter. 

Dirty (ds*jti), a. Also 6-7 durtie, durty. 
[f. Dirt sb. + -y L] 

1. Characterized by the presence of dirt; soiled 
with dirt ; foul, unclean, sullied. 

15.. Chester PI. (E. E. T. S.) 143 Dryve downe the dyrty 
arses, all by deene. 1530 Palsgr. 310/1 Dyrty with myers, 
boueux. 1576 Fleming Panopl. Epist. 405 You. .in stormy 
weather, and durtie wayes . . come tripping to mee in your 
sileken steppers, 1590 Shaks. M ids. N. it i. 75 Heere the 
maiden sleeping sound, On the danlce and durty ground. 
1630 R. Johnson's Kingd. <$• Commiu. 133 A beastly Towne 
and durtie streets. 1684 Bunyan Pilgr. 11. 64 Now 'tis 
Dirty with the feet of some that are. not desirous that 
Pilgrims here should quench their Thirst. 1709 Steele 
Tatler No. 35 P 1 Taking Snuff, and looking dirty about 
the Mouth by Way of Ornament. 1838 Dickens Nick. 
Nick, iii, Her apartment was larger and something dirtier. 
1840 — Old C. Shop iii, His hands, .were very dirty. 

b. Of the nature of dirt ; mixed with dirt. 

a 1533 Frith Wks. jf (R.) To decline from the dignitie 
of diuinitie into the dirtie dregges of vayne sophistrye. 
1590 Spenser F. Q. 11. vi. 41 All his armour sprinckled was 
with blood, And soyld with durtie gore. 1621 Burton 
Anat. Mel. 1. ii. iii. x. (1651) 106 Taking up some of the 
durty slime. 1842 Abdy Water Cure (1843) 80 Covered 
with a dirty purulent mass. 1894 Labour Commission 
Gloss, s. v. Coal y Dirty coal , pure coal mixed with stones, 
shale and other refuse. 

c. That makes dirty; that soils or befouls. 

1774 Goldsm. Nat. Hist. (1776) VIII. 138 They partake 
of the same dirty drudgery with the rest. 1803 J. Pulsford 
Loyalty to Christ II. 381 Whoever does hard work, or 
dirty work, as to the Lord, under the disguise of his soiled 
hands and garments, is putting on nobility. 

d. Dirty half-hundred : applied to the 50 th foot 
( 1 st Battalion Royal West Kent), from the fact 
that, during the Peninsular war, the men wiped 
their faces with their black facings. Dirty shirts : 
the 101 st foot ( 1 st Battalion Munster Fusiliers), 
from the fact that they fought in their shirt-sleeves 
at Delhi in 1857 . (Farmer.) 

184X Lever C. O' M alley xciv. (Farmer), A .kind of neutral 
tint between green and yellow, like nothing I know of 
except the facings of the ‘ Dirty half-hundred ’. 1887 Daily 
A r <?m Ti July (ibid.y As the old Bengal European Regi- 
ment., they had won their honourable sobriquet of the 
dirty shirts. 1892 Ibid, 20 July 3/1 One who fought with 
the old ‘ Dirty Shirts ’ in the Sutlej campaign. 

2. Morally unclean or impure ; ‘smutty*. 

1599 Sandys EuropseSpec. (1632) 20 No such blaspheming 
nor. dyrtie speaking as before. 1637 B. J onson Sad Skeph. 
11. i, Foul limmer, dritty lown ! 1768 Sterne Sent. Journ. 
(1778) II. in (Case Consc .) Then I shall let him see I know 
he is a dirty fellow. X783 Blair Rket. (1812) I. xv. 350 
Disagreeable, mean, vulgar, or dirty ideas. 1850 E. Fitz- 
Gerald Lett. (1889) I. 206, I took it up by mistake for one 
of Swift's dirty volumes. 

b. That stains the honour of the persons en- 
gaged; dishonourably sordid, base, mean, or cor- 
rupt; despicable. 

1670 Cotton Espernon n. v. 219 Branded with the durtiest 
and most hateful of all Crimes. 1674 & ssex Papers (Cam- 
den) 253 To me he called it a dirty trick, a 1764 Pulteney 
in Beatson Nav. <§• Mil. Mem. (1790) I. 26 Some Ministers 
. . cannot do their dirty work without them. 1859 Kingsley 
Misc. (i860) I. 39, I have done a base and dirty deed, and 
have been punished for it. 1888 Bryce Amer. Commw. II. 
lvii. 399 These two classes do the., dirty work of politics, 

C. Earned by base or despicable means. 

1742 Young Nt. Th. iv, 353 Shall praise. .Earn dirty bread 
by washing YEthiops fair? 1784 Cowper Task 111. 808 Fish 


of the commonwealth. 1805 Naval Ckron. XIV. 17 Nor 
is there one single penny of dirty money. 

3. An epithet of disgust or aversion ; repulsive, 
hateful, abominable, despicable. 

x6xx Shaks. Cymb. in. vi. 55 Those Who worship durty 
Gods. x6x8 Bp. Hall Serm. v. iii To scorn this base and 

dirty god of this world, and to aspire unto the true riches. 
1712 Addison Sped. No. 451 lf»4 Every dirty Scribbler is 
countenanced by great Names. 1730 Gay in Swift's Lett. 
U766) II. in, I am determined to write to you, though 
those dirty fellows of the post-office do read my letters. 
18x9 Byron Juan 1. eli, Twas for his dirty fee, And not 
from any love to you. 

4. Of the weather; Foul, muddy; at sea, wet 
and squally, bad. 

1660 Jer. Taylor Duct Dubit. n. 168 (L.) When this 
snow is dissolved, a great deal of dirty weather will follow. 
1745 P. Thomas Jml. Anson's Voy. 102 As soon as we 
came out to Sea, we had the same squally dirty Weather 
as before we came in. 1836 Marry at Midsh. Easy xix, It 
begins to look very dirty to windward. 1845 Stocqueler 
Handbk. Brit. India (1854) 404 Distinguished by the 
popular term of dirty spring, or mud season. 1890 W. E. 
Norris Misadventure viii, He became aware that dirty 


weather was setting in. 

fig. 1883 Stevenson Treas. 1 st. iv. xxx, If they can . . fire 
in upon us through our own ports, things would begin to 
look dirty. 

5. Of colour: Tinged with what destroys purity 
or clearness ; inclining to black, brown, or dark 


grey. 

1665 Hooke Microgr . 74 The fouler the tincture be, the 
more dirty will the Red appear, a 1704 Locke ( J. ), Pound 
an almond, and the char white colour will be altered into 
a dirty one. X823 J. F. Cooper Pioneer xviii, The clouds 
were dense and dirty. 

b. Prefixed, as a qualification, to adjectives of 
colour. (Usually hyphened with the adj. when the 
latter is used attributively.) 

1694 Scot in Acc. Sev. Late Voy. n. fi7ix) 99 Both of 
them are of a dirty white, but the Eggs have black specks, 
1796 Withering Brit. Plants IV. 235 Pileus dusky greyish 
hue with a cast of dirty olive. 1836 Macgillivray tr. Hum- 
boldt's Trav. xxii. 309 The colour of the troubled waters 
upon it was of a dirty gray, c 1865 Letheby in Circ. Sc. 
1. 97/2 The spermaceti solidifies as a dirty-brown crystalline 
mass. 

6 . Comb. a. parasynthetic, as dirty-coloured , 
-facedy - handed \ - minded \ - skirled , - shoed \ -souled. 
So dirty-face, a dirty-faced person. 

1658 Cokaine Trappolin v. xii, Goodman dirty-face, why 
did not you keep me these in prison till I bid you let them 
out? 1663 Killigrew Parsm's Wed. in Dodsl. O. PI. 
(1780) XI. 392 She looks like a dirty-soul’d bawd. 1705 
Lond. Gaz. No. 4132/4 Wears a light dirty-coloured Coat. 
1823 in Cobbett Rur. Rides (1885) I. 34 The house too neat 
for a dirty-shoed carter to be allowed to come into. 1887 
Pall Mall G. 20 Aug. 7/x It is not the weak but the dirty- 
minded Christians who see evil in ballet dancing. 

b. Special comb. : Dirty Dick, Dirty John, 
popular names of species of Chenopodium ; dirty- 
filling (see quot.) ; see also Dirty Allan. 

1878 Britten & Holland Plant-71. , Dirty Dick, Cheno - 
podmm album. Chesk. From its growth on dunghills. — 
Dirty John, Chenopodinm Vulvaria. W. Ckes/t. 1894 
Labour Co 7 mnission Gloss., Dirty Filling^ loading the 
hutches or tubs with an excess of dirt in proportion to the 
quantity of coal. 

30i*rty, v. [f. prec,] 

1. trans. To make dirty or unclean ; to defile or 
pollute with dirt ; to soil. 

1591 Greene Disc. Coosnage (1592) 22 They durty their 
hose and shoos vpon purpose. 1672-3 Marvell Reh, Transp, 
l. 212 The passage . . being so dirtyed with the Noncon- 
formists thumbs. 1762 Derrick Lett. (1767) II. 61 It would 
be dirtying paper to send you any such productions. 1845 
Darwin Voy. Nat. i. (1879) 5 The dust falls in such quanti- 
ties as to dirty everything on board. 
fig. ai66x Fuller Worthies , London (R.), He rather 
soyled his fingers, then dirtied his hands in the matter of 
the Holy Maid of Kent. 1835 R. H, Froude Rem. (1838) 
I. 395 Innocent as such phrases are in themselves, they have 
been dirtied. 1846 Landor I mag. Corn, II. 200 Mostly 
they dirty those they fawn on. 

2. intr. To become dirty or soiled. 

1864 Mrs. Carlyle Lett. III. 231 Dark blue morocco .. 
which won’t dirty in a hurry. 

Hence Drrtying vbl. sb. 

1674 N. Fairfax Bulk <$• Selv. 23 A foolish blasphemy or 
dirtying of God. 

Dirty Allan. Also 9 dirten-, -alien, -aulin. 
A species of skua, Stercorarius crepidatus^ which 
obtains its food chiefly by pursuing gulls and other 
sea-birds, and forcing them to disgorge their prey, 
which it then catches up ; « Dirt-bird. 

1771 Pennant Tour Scott, in 1769, 78 (Jam. s. v. Aulin), 
An Arctic Gull flew near the boat. This is the species that 
persecutes and pursues the lesser kinds, till they mute 
through fear, when it catches their excrement ere they reach 
the water : the boatmen, on that account, styled it the dirty 
Aulin. 1806 Neill Tour Orkn. $ Shell. 201 (Jam. s. v. 
Scouli-aulm) ^This bird is sometimes simply called the 
Allan ; sometimes the Dirten-allan. 1821 A. Fisher Jml. 
18 Commonly called by our Greenland seamen the boat- 
swain, and sometimes dirty Allen, a name somewhat analo* 
gous to that by which it is characterized by the Danes. 
1844 Zoologist II. 515 Richardson's skua, ‘Dirten Allen.* 
1885 (see Dirt-bird], 

Di*rtyisli f a. [f. Dirty a. + -ish.] Somewhat 
dirty. 

1825 Hone Every-day Bk. 1 . 1189 Her hair was of a dirtyish 
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flaxen hue. 1840 Tail's Mag. VII. 127 Dirtyish yellow 
gloves. 1877 Besant & Rice Son of Vale. Prol. 17 Forty 
dirtyish five-pound notes. 

Dirump, obs. var. of Dis rump v. 
f Diru*ncinate, v. Obs. rare— [app. f. L. 

dis- apart Runcma goddess of weeding.] 

1623 Cocker am, Di ruminate, to weed, 
f Birirpt, ppl- a. Obs. rare. [ad. L. dirupt-us, 
pa. pple. f. dlrumpere to burst or break asunder. 
See also Disrupt.] Rent asunder, burst open. 

1531-2 Act 23 Hen. VIII , c. 5 § 2 The walles. .by rage of 
the sea. .be so dirupte, lacerate, and broken. 

f Dirtrpt, Obs. rare . [f. L. dirupt ppl. 

stem of dlrumpere d\ trans. To break asunder. 

1348 Hall Citron ., Edw, IV (1809) 341 Atropos. .dirupted 
and brake the threde of his naturall life the 9th daie of Aprill. 
f Diru'pticn. Obs. rare. [ad. L. dirupt ion- 
etn , n. of action f. dlrumpere : see prec.] Breaking 
or rending asunder ; disruption. 

*656 Blount Gtossogr., Dirupiion , a bursting, or breaking 
asunder. 1680 H. More_ Apocal. Apoc. 233 As if that 
Division had been a diruption caused by that Earthquake, 
f Dirut or. Obs. rare — °. [f. L. dlruere. ] 

1656 Blount GI, Dimtor, he that destroys or puls down. 

Dirvesh, var. of Dervish. 

Dirwcrthe, var. of Dharworth a. Obs. 
Diryge, obs. form of Dirge. 

Bis- (ME. also dys») prefix , of L. origin. [L. 
dis- was rehted to bis, orig. Vw«Gr. bis twice, 
from duo, Svo two, the primary meaning being 
* two-ways, in twain’.] In L., dis- was retained 
in full before c, p, q , s , /, sometimes before g, h,j , 
and usually before the vowels, where, however, it 
sometimes became dir- (as in diribere - dis + habere, 
dirimere * dis + emere) ; before/, it was assimilated, 
as dip- (as in dif-fierre, dififiiisus ) ; before the other 
consonants, it was reduced to dl- (Di- 1 ). In late 
L. the full dis- was often restored instead of di- 
(cf. Eng. dismiss, disrupt ) ; and the prefix itself 
became of more frequent use by being substituted 
in many words for L. de- : see 1 )e- pref. I. 6 . The 
regular Romanic form of dis- (difi-) was des- (defi-) 
as in OIL, Sp., Pg., Pr., OFr. In F. s (/) before 
a consonant became mute, and was finally dropped 
in writing, giving mod.F. di-. In OF. words of 
learned origin adopted from L., the L. dis- was 
usually retained ; and under the influence of these, 
dis- was often substituted for, or used alongside of, 
des- in the inherited words, e g. descorder, discorder. 
The early OF. words in English exhibit the prefix 
in these forms; des- prevailing in the popular 
words, dis- ( dys -) in those of learned origin. But 
before the close of the ME. period, the latinized 
form dis- (dys-) was uniformly substituted, and 
des- became entirely obsolete, or was retained only 
in a few words in which its nature was not distinctly 
recognized, as Descant. All words taken from 
L. in the modern period have dis-. 

Hence, in English, dis- appears (1) as the English 
and French representative of L. dis- in words 
adopted from L. ; (2) as the English representative 
of OF. des- (mod.F. di-, dis-), the inherited form 
of L. dis- ; (3) as the representative of late L. dis-, 
Romanic </<«■-, substituted for L. de- ; (4) as a living 
suffix, arising from the analysis of these, and ex- 
tended to other words without respect to their origin. 
I11 Latin, compounds in dis- were frequently the 
opposites of those in com-, con- ; e.g. concolor of 
the same colour, discolor of different colours ; con- 
cordia concord, discordia discord ; conjunctio join- 
ing together, disj unctio separation ; compendium 
profit, dispendium loss; cons entire to agree in 
feeling, dissentire to disagree in opinion, etc. In 
cl.L. dis- was rarely prefixed to another prefix, 
though discondiicere to be unprofitable, is used by 
Plautus, and disconvenire to disagree, by Horace ; 
but in late L. and Romanic, compounds in discon-, 
expressing the separation of elements of which 
com-, con - expressed the junction, became very 
numerous ; many words of this type have come 
down through Fr. into English, where others have 
been formed after them : cf. discoherent , discomfit, 
discomfort , discommend, discompose, discompound, 
disconnect, disconsolate, discontent, discontinue. 

hi some words beginning' with dis-, the prefix is di-, the 
s being the initial of the radical (e.g. disperse, distinguish). 
But by identity of phonetic change, dis- here also became 
des- (sometimes reduced to de-) in OF., whence also des- in 
ME. as desperse, des tine te', at the Renascence these were 
rectified to dis-. ■: / 

The following are the chief senses of dis- in Latin 
and English : 

!wX.:As an etymological element. In the senses: 

1. 1 In twain, in different directions, apart, asunder,' hence 
* abroad, away ’ ; as dzscemere to discern, discut ere discuss, 
dllapiddre dilapidate, dlmittere dismiss, dlrumpere disrupt, 
dissentire dissent, distended distend, dividers divide. 

2. * Between, so as to separate or distinguish'; as dtjfldi- 
care to dijudicate, diligere choose with a preference, love. 
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3. ‘Separately, singly, one by one’; as dlnumerdre to 
d enumerate, disputdre dispute. 

4. With privative sense, implying removal, aversion, nega- 
tion, reversal of action {cf. De- E 6), as discalce&lus unshod, 
diffibuldre to unclasp, disjungere disjoin, . di splicer e dis- 
please, dissociate dissociate, dissuadZre, dissuade. 

5. With verbs having already a sense of division, solution, 
separation, or undoing, the addition of dis- was naturally 
intensive, ‘away, out and out, utterly, exceedingly’, as in 
disperire to perish utterly, dispudere to be utterly ashamed, 
disteedere to be utterly wearied or disgusted; hence it be- 
came an intensive in some other verbs, as dilauddre to praise 
exceedingly, discitpere to desire vehemently, dissuavirl to 
kiss ardently. In the same way, English has several verbs 
in which dis- adds intensity to words having already a sense 
of undoing, as in disalt er, disattern, disannul, 

II. As a living prefix, with privative force. 
(Extended from 4, and like F. des-, de-, used with verbs, 
substantives, and adjectives, without regard to their origin. 

1659 O. Walker Oz-atory 31 Some Prepositions there are, 
which may be prefixed at pleasure, as, mi, dis, re.) 

0. Forming compound verbs (with their deriva- 
tive shs., adjs., etc.) having the sense of undoing 
or reversing the action or effect of the simple verb. 

Usually formed by the addition of dis- to an existing 
verb ; sometimes, however, formed from a sb. or adj. by 
prefixing dis- and adding a verbal suffix, -ize, -ate, -fy, etc. 

Most of these formations, including all the more 
important and permanent, are treated in their 
alphabetical places as Main words, e.g. Disaf- 
firm, Disestablish, Disown. Of others, chiefly 
nonce-words, examples are, disanagrammaizze, dis - 
angularize, disasinate, disasinize (to deprive of 
asinine nature), disByronize, discompound , dis - 
deify, disdenominationalize , dis dub, disexcommuni- 
cate, dishellenize , dis legitimate, dispantheonize, 
dispapalize, dispericraniate , disrestore. 

x6io Donne Pseudo-Martyr § 54. 150 In the wordes of 
him .. who cals himself Clarus Bonarscius but is unmask’d 
and*Disanagrammatized by his fellow who calls him Carolus 
Scribanus. cx8zo G. S. Faber Eight Dissert. (1845) II. 14 
The more flowing character, thus ultimately rounded off or 
*disangularized, is . . denominated Rabbinical Hebrew. 
x66o Howell Parly of Beasts 28 Doth he [that asse] desire 
to be *disasinated and become man again ? x868 Lowell 
Witchcraft Prose Wks. 1890 II. 361 Two witches who kept 
an inn made an ass of a young actor.. But one day making 
his escape .. he .. was *disasinized to the extent of recover- 
ing his original shape. 1878 Scribner's Mag. XV. 45/2 
Europe was getting sadly *dis-Byronized. 1627-47 Feltham 
Resolves 1. xvi 53 The Papists pourtray Him [God] as an 
old man and by this means *disdeifie Him. 1870 Q. Rev. 
Jan. 292 The existing system [of education] might be *dis- 
denominationalized to the utmost extent compatible with 
the maintenance of., energy in the conduct of the schools. 
1566 Dr ant Horace Sat. v. D, I nowe can dubbe a protes- 
tant, and eke *disdubbe agayne. 1647 Power of Keys iv. 
105 [It] signifies receiving men into the Church, *disexcom- 
municatmg. 1852 Grote Greece u. lxxvi. X. 21 During 
most part of the Peloponnesian war, Cyprus became sensibly 
*disheiienised. 1864 Carlyle Fredk.Gt. IV. 258 Legitimated 
in 1673 . . *dislegitimated again. x8oi Paris as it was II. 
xlviii. 137 Marat . . was . . pantheonized, that is, interred in 
the Pantheon. When .. reason began to resume her empire, 
he was * dispantkeonized, 1616 M. A. De Dominis Motives 
78 A Spectacle . . dangerous for Romanists to behold, lest it 
should presently ^dispapalize them. 1803 Lamb Let. to 
Mr. Manning 118S8) I. 204 Liquor and company . . have 
quite *dispericramated me, as one may say. 1874 Mickle- 
th waite Mod. Par. Churches 224 Old churches which have 
been restored must be *<fz>-restored, 

7. With substantives, forming verbs (with their 
ppl. adjs., etc.) in the senses: 

a. To strip of, free or rid of, to bereave or de- 
prive of the possession of (the thing expressed by 
the sb. element). Examples : discharactcr , dis- 
crested, disennui, diseye, disfioliaged, disgeneral , 
disgig, disheaven , dislaurel, dislipped , disnosed, dis - 
number , disperixvig, dispowder, disring, distrouser, 
diswench. See also Discloud, Disedge, Disfrock, 
Dishorn, Dispeople, Disquantity,Disworth, etc. 

1563-87 Foxe A. # M. (1596) 131/2 H be did well in so 
dispreesting and *discharactering Formosus for such privat 
offenses. 1887 Swinburne Locrine m. ii. 66 Discrowned, 
disorbed, *discrested. 1829 Young Lady's Bk. 363 Many 
persons.. have.. run all over the world, to *disennui them- 
selves. 17x9 London & Wise Compl. Card. 192 We search 
about the Foot of the Artichoak, and separate or slip off 
the Suckers or OfF-slips..and that is called slipping or *dis- 
eying. 1885 Science Apr. V. 352 The *disfoliaged forest. 
1890 Star 26 Nov. 2/7 If Parnell retires, Ireland is enfeebled, 
and *disgeneraled. 1837 Carlyle Misc. Ess.ix 872) V. 156 
Gigmanity 'Misgigged, one of the saddest predicaments of 
man ! 1889 Daily News 6 Dec. 3/1 The effort of ‘gig- 
manity ’ to escape ‘ disgigging X877 Patmore Unknown 
Eros 1890) 16 Yet not for this do thou *disheavened be. 
1836 E. Howard R. Reefer lvi, To the assistance of the al- 
most *dislipped inaster’s-mate. x88z Duffield Don Quix. 
IILxxvi. 189 Showing me here a*disnosed Meliseodra. 1892 
Pall Mall G. 1 Sept. 2/3 Stating that the coming Congress 
of Orientalists is *disnumbered. 1865 Carlyle Fredk. Gt. 
ix. vii, She was much heated and *dispowdered {dipoudree . 
1836 T. Hook G. Gurney I. iii. 106, I had forgotten to 
*dis-ring my finger. 1603 FhORioMontaigne 11. xxxvii. (1893) 
508 Mine [attacks of stone] doe strangely *dis-wench me. 

b. To deprive of the character, rank, or title of ; 
as disanimal, disarchbishop, disboy (- ment ), dis- 
commitiee, disconventicle, diselder, disminion, dis- 
minister , disprince, disquixot, dis - Turk. See also 
Disbishop, Disbrother, D is church, Disman, etc. 

1864 Times 10 Oct. y’y The boy has been so far *dis- 
animaled that his reasoning powers have been roused into 
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full vitality. 1875 Tennyson Q, Alary iv. ii, We bad to 
*dis-arehbiskop and unlord And make you simple Cranmer 
once again. 1649 *Discommittee [see Disjustice].. 1683 
O. U. J ‘wish Ch. no Conventicles 34 Their little Variations 
about Modes, .will not be of validity to conventicle or *dis- 
conventicle Parochial Churches. 1655 Fuller Ch. Hist, vur, 
xvi. § 12 Preferring rather .. to un-Pastor and *dis-Elcer 
themselves. 1599 Chapman Hum. D ayes M. Dram. Wks. 
1873 I. 73 Neuer was minion so 'Misminioned. 1743 H, 
Walpole Lett. H. Mann (1833) I. 280 >D.) Can you think., 
him [Lord Orford] so totally *disministered as to leave all 
thoughts of what lie has been ? 1847 Tennyson Princess v. 
29 For I was drenched with ooze, and torn with briers . . And 
all one rag, *disprinced from head to heel. 1832 J. P. K f.n- 
nedy Swallow B. v, The most *disquixotted cavalier that 
ever hung uphis shield. 1891 G. Meredith One of our Cong. 
II. iii. 54 To *dis-Turk themselves. 

C. To turn out, put out, expel, or dislodge from 
the place or receptacle implied (cf. I.)e- II. 2 b) ; 
as discastle, disc best, discoach,dlsroost. See also 
Disbar, Disbench, Disbosom, Discradle, etc. 

1876 G. Meredith Beauch. Career !, ii. 24 The answer 
often unseated, and once *discastled, them. X579 J. Jones 
Preserv. Bodie # Soule 1. xxiv. 45 Apt to out breathe, and 
to *dischest the moistures, humors and iuyees of the body. 
1629 Shirley Grateful Servant 11. i, Madam, here is Prince 
Loclwick Newly *discoached. 1702 C. Mather Magn. 
Christi vii. App. (1852J 600 To disturb and *disroost these 
mischievous rooks. 

d. To undo or spoil : as Dlscomplexion. 

8 . With adjectives, forming verbs in the sense of : 
To undo or reverse the quality expressed by the ad- 
jective ; as Disable, disabsohtte, disgood, disnew. 

1640 Quarles Enchirid. To Rdr., The variableness of 
those Men *disabsolutes all Rules ? and limits all Examples. 
1647 Ward Simp. Cobler 15 A dislocation, which so farre 
*disgoods the Ordinance, I feare it altogether unhallows it. 

9. With a substantive, forming a new substantive- 
expressing the opposite, or denoting the lack or 
absence, of (the thing in question). Such are : 
dis affectation, disagglomeration , discare , dis * 
charity, disdrcumspeciion, disconcord, disgenius, 
dishealth, disindwisibility, disinvagination . Cf. 
also Disease, Dishonour, etc. 

1887 Pall Mall G. x Aug. 12/t A prince of plain speaking 
and ’■‘disaffectation. 1S70 Contemp. Rev. XV I. 53 My re- 
marks upon decentralization and ^disagglomeration. 1649 
J. H. Motion 10 Pari. Adv. Learn. 16 A grosse neglect, 
and ugly *dis-care of the Publiek. at 868 Ld. Brougham in 
Hinsdale Garfield $ Iidttc. (1882)11. 203 The parent of all 
evil. . all *discharity, all self-seeking. 1671 J , Davies Sibyl Is 
l vi. 12 We meet with many instances of *dis-drcu inspec- 
tion, weakness, and an excessive credulity, a 1631 Donnk 
Serm. John v. 22 11634) 10 Take the earth., in this concord, 
or this Misconcord. 1657 Reeve God's Plea 20 If be look 
not the better to it, this Genius will be a *disgenius to him, 
1887 Scot. Congregationalist Oct. 136 Though suffering 
from ^dishealth, he was attentive to the sick, 1799 Spirit 
Pub. Jrnls. (1800) III. 35 This indivisibility of yours turns 
out downright *disindi visibility, 

10. Prefixed to adjectives, with negative force ; 
as Dishonest, dual ike, disansiverable, dispenal. 

1563-87 Foxe A. y M. (1596) 328/1 They are not cleane 
contrary, but *disalike. x6oo Hakluyt Voy. ( x8io) III. 13 
Nothing *disanswerable to expectation. 1604 Supplic. 
Masse Priests § 2 Through the benefite of the *dispenali use 
or toleration of their Religion. 

In Florio’s Italian-Engl. Dictionary (esp. in ed. 
1611 ), a large number of words in dis- are coined 
to render It. words in dis-, s-. Besides those else- 
where dealt with, the following occur : 

Disabound, disabondare ; disapostled, disapostolato', dis- 
bolden, sbaldanzire ; discourtiered, discor'egiauato ; discrup- 
per, sgroppare ; diseclips, diseclissare’, disfury, disfuriare ; 
dis ,ianted, disgigantito ; disgreaten, disgrandire ; dishar- 
nish, smagliare ; dishumble, dishnmiliare ; disimplaster, 
disimfiastrare ; disinpouerish, dispouerish, span er ire', dis- 
la n gu i sh , dislanguidPe ; disobstinate, disostinare ; dispearle, 
disperlare', dlspoeted, spoetaio *, dispupill, spupiilare ; dis- 
purpose sb., d/sproposito ; disruded, disuillanito ; disuer- 
million, dis uer migliare ; disuigor, disuigorire', diswhiten, 
sbiancare ; diswoman’d, sfeminaio. 

Dis., abbreviation of Discount ; f also of L. dis - 
putdbilis proper for disputation (see quot). 

X574 M. Stokys in Peacock St at. Cambridge (1841) App. 
A. p. xiv, One of the Bedels must . . proclayme thorder of 
their standynge. .upon the Dis Dayes . . Yf it be Dys, then 
. . from one of the Clocke untyll fy ve. 

Disability (disabrliti). [f. Disable a., after 
able, ability .] 

1. Want of ability (to discharge any office or 
function) ; inability, incapacity, impotence, b. 
An instance of this. (Now rare in gen. sense.) 

1580 Lupton Sivgila 139 His disabilities to performe his 
promise. 1772-84 Cook Voy. (1790) VI. 2038 Their whole 
frame trembling and paralytic, attended with a disability of 
raising their heads. 1856 Lever Martins of Cro’M. 205 A 
disability to contest the prizes of life even with such as Mr. 
Massingbred. 1870 Anderson 31 issionsA mer. Bd. I V. xxxix. 
364 Crippled by the disability of its oldest native helper. 

b. 1645 Milton Colasier. Wks. (1847)223/1 Disabilities to 

f erform what was covenanted. 1768-74 Tucker Lt. Nat. 

I. ii, xxi. { R.\ Bringing on the inconveniences, disabilities, 
pains and mental disorders spoken of. 1824 Westm. Rev. 
II. 194 The author labours under many disabilities for 
making a good book. 

e. Pecuniary inability or want of means. 

1624 Jas. I Sp. in A. Wilson Lf 0(1653) 267 My disabilities 
are increased by the Charge of my Sonnes journey into 
Spain. 1648 Boyle Seraph. Love ■ 1660) 23. 1701 J. Law 

Counc. Trade ( 1751) 72.lt [Taxing] leaves a dissability equal, 
and in proportion to its weight. 1857 Ruskin PoL Econ. 
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DISACCOBDAETT, 


Art 18 What would you say to the lord of an estate who 
complained to you of his poverty and disabilities ? 

2 . Incapacity in the eye of the law, or created by 
the law ; a restriction framed to prevent any person 
or class of persons from sharing in duties or privi- 
leges which would otherwise be open to them; 
legal disqualification. 

1641 Termes de la. Ley 118b, Disabilitie is when a man 
. . by any ..cause is disabled or made incapable to doe, to 
inherit, or to take., ad vantage of a thing which otherwise 
he might have had or done. 1765-9 Blacicstone Comm. 
(1793) 554 The next legal disability is want of age. a 183a 
Mackintosh France in 1815 Wks. 1846 III. 193 Of all the 
lessons of history, there is none more evident in itself., than 
that persecutions, disabilities, ^ exclusions— all systematic 
wrong to great bodies of citizens, — are sooner or later 
punished. 1833 Ht. Martineau Ireland 1 17 The law has 
at length emancipated us from our civil disabilities. 1849 
Macaulay Hist. Eng. II. ri His eagerness to remove the 
disabilities under which the professors of his religion lay. 

f DIsa'Me, a - Oh. [Dis- 10.] Unable ; in- 
capable; impotent. 

14, .Certain Balades , Lenuoy (R.), Consider that my con- 
ning is disable To write to you. 1598 Drayton Heroic. Ep 
Rich. II to Isabel , As my disable and unworthy Hand 
Never had Power, belonging to command. 1615 M arkh am 
Eng. Houseiv. Pref., This imperfect offer may come to you 
weak and disable. 1649 Jer. Taylor Gt. Exemp. 11. Add. 

| 12. 98 To forgive debts to disable persons, to pay debts 
for them. 

Disable (di?<? l b’i), v. Also 5 dysable, 6-7 
dishable. [f. Dis- 8 + Able a.] 

1 . tram. To render unable or incapable ; to de- 
prive of ability, physical or mental , to incapacitate. 
Const, from, formerly to, for, or with inf 

1548 Gest Pr. Masse 89 Lesse hys fyrst offering, .be dis- 
habled to the ful contentation of sya. 1574 J. Dee in Lett. 
Lit. Men (Camden) 34 My father was disnabled for leaving 
unto me due mayntenance. a 1602 W. Perkins Cases Consc. 
(1619) 328 Immoderate excesse, whereby we are vtterly dis- 
abled from these, .duties, a 1627 W. Sclatkr Romans IV 
(1650) 127 We are wilfully disabled to performance. 1772-84 
Cook Voy. (179011V. 1534 Incumbered by many, garments. . 
which must disable them to exert their strength in the day of 
battle. 1848 Hampden Bampi. Lect. Introd. (ed. 3) 20 Men . . 
are disabled from understanding what they have been taught 
to condemn. 1885 Ld. Selborne in Law Rep. 28 Chu Div. 
361 The Plaintiff. . by selling the property., disables himself 
from doing that which by his pleadings he offers to do. 

b. spec. To render (a man, animal, ship, etc.) 
incapable of action or use by physical injury or 
bodily infirmity ; to cripple. 

1491 Canton Vitas Pair. (W, de W. 1495) 11. 204 b/i, I am 
all dysabled of my membres. 1583 Stanyhurst A ends 11. j 
(Arb.) 63 Thee Gods thee cittye dishable. c 1600 Shaks. j 
So/m. Ixvi, Strength by limping sway disabled* 1606 G. < 
W[oodcocke] tr. Hist. Ivstine 576 His continual sicknes . . , 
was like to dishable the gouermnent and. sway of so high ! 
a place. 17x2 Hearne Colled. (Oxf. Hist. Soc.) III. 296 
My writeing hand hath been disabled by a sprain. 1745 
P. Thomas jml. Anson's Voy. 283 A Wound in his Breast 
by a Musket-ball, .disabled him at present, c 1790 Willock 
Voy. 56 We were struck by a sea, which totally disabled us. 
1893 Weekly Notes 85/2 A member being permanently dis- 
abled by an accident. 

t c. To injure, impair, or render less able in some 
capacity ; to deprive of the use of (some faculty, 
power, or possession'*. Const, in, of. Oh. 

X604 J as. I Counterbl. (Arb.) x 10 How you are by this cus- 
tome disabled in your goods. 1622 Malynes Anc. Law - 
Merck. 435 Ail things that depriue or disable the debtor in 
any of these, do weaken and lessen his meanes. 1660 F. 
Brooke tr. Le Blands Trav. 292 He. .disabled them of six- 
teen thousand good horses. 

2 . spec. To incapacitate legally; to pronounce 
legally incapable ; to hinder or restrain (any person 
or class of persons) from performing acts or en- 
joying rights which would otherwise be open to 
them ; to disqualify. 

1485 in Poston Lett. No. 883. III. 316 Piers, Bisshop of 
Exeter ..with other dy vers 'fats rebelles and traytours dis- 
abled and atteynted by the . . High Court, of Parlement. 
X524 in Vicary’s Anatomie (1888) App. iii. 156 Doctour 
Bentley & doctour Yakesley . .examyners Admytted to hakle 
or disable suche as practise phisik & Surgery in London. 
x6x2 Davies Why Ireland, etc. (1747) 105 The Irish were 
disabled to bring any action at the Common Lawe. 1632 
Star Chamb. Cases (Camden) xix M r Tuke. the elder was 
fyned ioo 11 for this contempt, and to he imprisoned and dis- 
abled in their testimony for ever. 1637 j decree Star Chamb. 
§19 in Milton’s A reop. (Arb.) 18 Vpon paine of being foreuer 
disabled of the vse of a Presse or printing-house. 1678 
Luttrell Brief Pel. (1857) I. 4 An act . , disabling papists 
from sitting in either house of parliament. 1700 Ibid. IV. 673 
Papists, by the Act of Settlement, are disabled to inherit the 
crown. 1 862 Ld. Brougham Brit. Const, xvli. 274 Statutory 
provisions disabling the Judges from sitting in the House of 
Commons. 

3 . To pronounce incapable ; hence, to disparage, 
depreciate, detract from, belittle ; ref. to depreciate 
one’s own competence or fitness for an appointment 
or honour (chiefly as a conventional tribute to 
modesty), arch, or Oh. 

a 1529. Skf.lton Reply c. 26 Our glorious lady to disable 
And heinously on her to bable. <7 *555 Harpsfield Divorce 
Hen . VIII (1878) 92 That . . presume so far to disable. . dis- 
grace and infame this marriage. x 6 oo Shaks. A. Y. L. iv. 

1. 34 Farewell Monsieur Traueller : . . disable all the benefits 
of your ovvne Countrie ; be out of loue with your uatiuitie. 
1619 Crt. $ Times fas / (1849) U- *4- He disabled hint- 
seif divers ways, but specially, that he thought himself un- 
worthy to sit in that place. 1709 Strype A nn. Ref. I.xxvi. 
294 When Sir Edward Rogers ... had recommended him to 


the house to be their speaker, and Williams [the speaker 
recommended] had disabled himself, Cecil, .required hint to 
take the place. 1763 [see Disabling pp/.a .] 

T 4 . To make or pronounce of no force or validity. 

*552 Huloet, Disable, or refuse, or reiect, ocquinisco. 
1584 R, Scot Discov. Witcher, n. iii. 18 The depositions of 
manie women at one instant are disabled as insufficient in 
lawe. 1598 Hakluyt Voy. I. 221 (R.) Neither meane I to 
auouch. -ne to disable or confute those thinges which, .have 
beene reported. 1665 Glanvill Scepsis Sci. 53 Some few 
of whose charges against Aristotle our Author indeavours to 
defeat and disable. 2693 Apol. Clergy Scot. 25 The Council 
may stop and disable the Laws. 

Bisa-ble, sb. [f. prec. vb.] The act of dis- 
abling ; disablement. 

1827 Sir J. Barrington Pers. Sk. II. 16 A disarm is con- 
sidered the same as a disable. 

Disabled (dis£ J *bld), ppl. a. [f. Disable v. + 
-ED L] Rendered incapable of action or use, esp. 
by physical injury ; incapacitated: see the verb. 

1633 G. Herbert Temple, Crosse iii, I am in all a weak 
disabled thing. 1695 Loud. Gaz. No. 3142/2 He saw off the 
Durces a disabled Ship. 1725 Pope Odyss. 111.381 Shatter’d 
vessels, and disabled oars, X837 Ht. Marti neau Soc. Amer. 

III. 190 The families of intemperate or disabled men. 

Disablement (dis^'b’lmentL [f. as prec. + 

-MENT,] 

1 . The action of disabling ; the fact or condition 
of being disabled. 

1684 Ph. Henry Diaries Lett. (1882) 322, I heard of y® 
Death of Mr. Jo. Tho. . . after several yeares disablement, 
a 1716 South Serm. V. iv. 182 (T.) This is only an inter- 
ruption of the acts, rather than any disablement of the [in- 
tellectual judging] faculty. 1806 W. Taylor in Ann. Rev. 

IV. 230 This practice brings on diseases^ of the foot and 
ankles, and disablement for military service. 1853 Grote 
Greece n. lxxxv. XL 249 Encouraged by the evident dis- 
ablement of their enemies. 1884 Law Times 27 Sept. 356/1 
Compulsory assurance. . against sickness and disablement. 

2 . The imposition of a legal disability. 

1485 Act 1 Hen. VII in Materials Hist. Hen. VII (Rolls) 
1 . 120 Actes of attainder, forfeiture, and disablement. 1503-4 
Act 29 Hen. VIZ, c. 35 § 2 The seid acte of Atteyndre .. or 
eny other thinges to the disabilment of the seid Gilbert and 
of his heirez. a 1626 Bacon Observ. Libel in 1592 (T.), The 
penalty . » was . . disablement to take any promotion, or to 
exercise any charge. x68o Baxter A nszu. Stillingpl. iv. 26 
By Imprisonment, Banishment, or Death, or such Disable- 
ment. 

t Disa'bleness. Oh. [f. Disable a. + -ness.] 

1 . Inabili ty, in capacity. 

1614 Markham Cheap Husb. (1623) 65 A disablenesse to 
bow downe his necke. 1665 Wither Lord's Prayer 122 
A natural disableness to do any good. 

2 . The state of being disabled or injured. 

x666 Pepys Diary 4 J uly. Many of our ships coming in with 
very small disableness. 

Disable? (dis^-bbi). [F. Disable v. + -eb L) 
One who or that which disables. (By Puttenham 
used for the figure meiosis in rhetoric, expressing 
disparagement : cf. Disable v. 3.) 

1589 Puttenham Eng. Poesie iii. xvii. (Arb) 195 Such 
speach is by the figure Meiosis or the disabler spoken of 
hereafter in the place of sententious figures. Ibid. hi. xix. 
227 We call him the Disabler or figure of Extenuation. 

Disabling (dis*‘*biiig), ml. sb. [f. as prec. + 
-rNah] The action of the verb Disable, q.v. 

1495 Act xi Hen. VII, c. 30 Preamb., The said atteyndre 
and dishabling of the said Gervys. 1555 Abp. Parker Ps. 
lxix. 188 They did it cast, to my disabelyng. 1658-9 Bur- 
ton's Dia/y (1828) III. 248, I was against utter disabling in 
the other case, because I would not have you meddle with 
after Parliaments. 

Disabling, ppl a. [f. as prec. + -ing 2.] That 
disables : see the verb. 

1756 Monitor I. xxxii. 293 Must that fire . . be smothered 
by disabling clauses in statutes ? 1763 Hardwickb in Ld. 
Campbell Chancellors (1857) VI, cxxxvii. 288, I made all 
the dutiful, grateful, but disabling speeches that became me. 
1832 Lewis Use <$• Ab. Pol. 'Perms xv. 142 The absence of 
a disabling law. 1856 Mrs. Browning A ur. Leigh 11. 501 
The creaking of the door . .Which let upon you such dis- 
abling news, 

t Disabri'dge, v. Oh. rare . [Dis- 6.] tram. 
To undo the abridgement of; to lengthen out, 

1592 Sylvester Du £ arias, Tri. Faith lit. xi, Hee, whose 
life the Lord did dis-abbridge. .The most religious matchless 
Ezechias. 

Bisabnsal (disabizPzal). [f. Disabuse v. + 
-al ; after abusali] The action of disabusing ; « 
Disabuse sb. 

1876 Mrs. Whitney Sights 4 Ins. II. iii. 364 Whatever . . 
she risked in her own aisabusal by taking a course that 
should make all plain. 

t Disabu*se, sb. Oh. [f. Dis- 9 + Abuse sb., 
under influence of Disabuse ».]. The act of dis- 
abusing, or fact of being disabused. 

x6ao Shelton Qwix. IV. xxxiii. 253 I am aggrieved that 
this Disabuse hath happened so late unto me. 1700 Astry 
tr. Saavedra-Faxardo I. 339 Disabuse is the Son of Truth. 

Disabuse (disabi» z), v. [f. Dis- 6 + Abuse vi] 

X. irons. To free from abuse, error, or mistake 
(see Abuse v. 4 b, sb. 2) ; to relieve from fallacy or 
deception ; to undeceive. 

*6*x Cotgr., Desabuser, to disabuse, to rid from abuses, 
1653 Walton Angler 6, I hope in time to disabuse you and 
make the contrary appear evidently, 1669 Gale Crt. Gentiles 
t. Introd. 7 To , .disabuse our minds from those false Images. 
173a Pope Ess. Man n, 14 [Man] still by himself abus’d, or 
dis-abus'd. *856 Froude Hist. Eng. (1858) I* ii. 136 It re- 
mained for Clement VII to disabuse men of their alarms. 


1872 Minto Eng. Prose Lit. Introd. 24 To disabuse their 
minds of the idea that the one is wrong, the other right. 

2 . As an intensive of abuse'. To mar, spoil, 
misuse. Sc. 1825-80 in Jamieson. 

Hence Disabtrsed ppl • a. 

x6xx Cotgr., Desabuse. . disabused ; unblinded; deliuered 
of errors, rid from abuses. 1649 Jer. Taylor Gt. Exemp. 
xii. § 20 Wise and disabused persons. 

t Disacce'pt, V. Oh. rare. [f. Dis- 6 + 
Accept v.\ Irons. To refuse acceptance to, not 
to accept ; to decline. 

1647 N. Bacon Disc. Govt. Eng. 1. xlvii. (1739) 77 It had 
formerly made many fair proffers of service to this Island, 
but it was Unaccepted. 

t Disacce'ptable, a. Obs. rare. [f. Dis- 10.] 
Not acceptable, unacceptable. 

1687 Settle Rejd. Dry den 63 Yet I hope my instructions. . 
may not be wholly disaceeptable. 

t Disacceqptance. Obs. [f. Dis accept v., 
after acceptance. ] Refusal to accept, non-accept- 
ance. 

1642 O. Sedgwick e Eng. Preserv. 36 Particular and ex- 
clusive actings., serve onely to the disacceptanee of the 
workes. a 1652 J. Smith Set. Disc.vli. 351 God's acceptance 
or disacceptanee of things is. - proportionable to his judgment. 
1720 S. Sewall Diary 23 July J1882) III. 258 Gave the Govr. 
^500 only. .He sent it back with a Note expressing his Dis- 
acceptance. 

Disaccommodate (disak^-mffd<? 5 t), v. ? Obs. 
[f* Dis- 6 + Accommodate v.~] traits. To put to 
inconvenience, to incommode ; the reverse of to 
Accommodate. 

x6zx Cotgr., Desaccom moder, to disaccommodate. 1640 
J. Rous Diary (Camden) 96 It may not only disaccommo- 
date, but occasion the hurte. .of many of his Majesties sub- 
jects. 1767 Warburton X^/.fi8oQ) 394 , 1 hope this will not 
disaccommodate you. 1826 Southey in Q . Rev. XXXIV. 
330 The neck and the hands . . were Unaccommodated with, 
a haircloth tippet and haircloth gloves. 

Disaccommodation (disak^mffd^-Jbn). tObs. 
[n. of action f. prec. : cf . Accommodation and Dis- 
9.] The action of disaccommodating or condition 
of being disaceommodated ; want of accommoda- 
tion ; unsuitableness ; disagreement. 

1619 Naunton in Fort esc. Papers 95 The Venetians’ disac* 
commodations with the Pope. 1660 Blount Boscobel 37 John 
. . acquainted Mr. Whitgreave . . that His Majesty was re- 
turn’d to Boscobel, and the disaccommodation he had there. 
1662 Petty Taxes 23 Too great a confinement, .and withall 
a disaccommodation in the time of the work. 1677 Hale 
Prim. Grig. Man. 11. ix. 2x7 According to the accommoda- 
tion or disaccommodation of them [the places] to such Cala- 
mities. Ibid. iv. v. 332 The least disproportion or disaccom- 
modation of one to the other would spoil the whole 
Work. 

t Disacco’mpany, v. Obs. rare. [f. Dis- 6 + 
Accompany v.J tram. To cease to accompany or 
frequent ; to deprive of one’s company. Hence 
f Disaeeo’mpanied ppl. a., deprived of company; 
unaccompanied ; unfrequented ; companionless. 

1598 Florio, Sconuersare, to disaccompanie, to vnfre- 
quent. Sconuersatione, a disaccompanying, an vnfrequent- 
ing. x6x8 Daniel Coll. Hist. Eng. (1621) 20 To come dis- 
accompanied was for neither [life nor honour]. 1631 Celes- 
tinaxxi. 201 Tell me what hast thou done with my daughter? 
where hast thou bestow’d her ? who shall accompany my 
disaccompanied habitation ? 

Disaccord (disak^id), jA [f. Dis- 9 + Accord 
sb.; after disaccord vb.: cf. F. disaccord ,] The re- 
verse of accord or harmony ; disagreement, vari- 
ance. 

1809 Southey Lett. {1856) II. 132 Upon the ground of his 
disaccord with their principles of politics. 1871 Farrar 
Witn. Hist. ii. 62 It was in flagrant disaccord with the ideal 
of the Society in the bosom of which it rose. 1889 Sat. Rev . 
19 Oct. 436/2 There is no disaccord between what he is at the 
outset and what he becomes. 

Disaccord (disakpud), v. [ME. disacorde n, 
a. OE. desa(f)corder, f. des-, Dis- 4 + a{c)corder to 
Accord, after desa{f)cord sb. (12th c. in Hatz.- 
Darm.).] intr. To be out of accord or harmony; 
to be at discord, to disagree ; to refuse assent. 

£1400 Test. Love ni. (R.), Trevvly presence and predesti- 
nacion in nothing disacorden. <7x400 tr. Secret a Secret., 
Gov . Lordsh. xoi And if it disacorde to j?y demynge, )?amie 
it ys to to loke whether it be helpand and profytable. Ibid. 
51 Opyn hinge ys hat qualytes er to be despysed whenne 
pey disacord fro heir mein. 1561 T. Norton Calvin's Inst. 
iv. iii From which also not muche disaccordeth the other 
place of the Apostle aboue alleged. 1596 Spenser F. Q. v i. 
iii. 7 A noble Lord.. sought her to affy To a great pete ; 
hut she did disaccord, Ne could her liking to his love apply. 
2805 Monthly Mag, XX. 247 This disaccords with the precise 
date. X874 Mivart Contempt Evol. (1876) 210 An action., 
which disaccords with the action of blind chance. 

Disa.cco*rdaiice. rare. [f. Disaccord v,, 
after accordance', cf. OF. desacordance.J Dis- 
agreement; * Disaccord sb. 

1862 T. A. Trollope Marietta II. viii. 127 A line of action 
so wholly in disaccordance with Tuscan ideas. 2891 E. & D* 
Gerard Sensitive Plant III. m. xi. 76 Had her own feelings 
been all along in disaccordance to her mother's verdict? 

DisaCCO'rdant (disakpudant), a. rare, [a. 
F. disaccordant , AF. disaccordant (14th c. in 
Godefi), pr. pple. of disaccorder to Disaccord.] 
Not agreeing, not in accord. 

2494 Fabyan Chron. v. c. 75 It is disacord aunt vnto other 
wryters. .2839 Bailey xix. (1848) 206 Built up an idol 

of all elements Most disaccordant. 
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+ DisacCOUTlt, v. Obs. rare. [f. Dis- 6, 7 + 
Account v. or sb.] trans. To strike out of an ac- 
count or reckoning. 

1640 Earl Cork in Sir R. Boyle's Diary Ser. 1. (1886) 
V. 160 That 150 11 is by him to be repaid and disaccownted. 
Disaccustom (disakzrstam), v. In 5 dysac-. 
[a. OF. desacoustumer , desacostumer (i2-i3th c.), 
mod.F. ddsaccouiumer , f. des-, Dis- 4 + acostumer , 
accoutumer to Accustom.] 

1 . trans . To render (a thing) no longer customary; 
to disuse, break off (a habit or practice), arch. 

1484 Caxton Curiall 3 He shal dine . . and . . soupe in suche 
fcieon that he shal dysacustome hys time and hys maner of 
lyuyng. 1594 Constable Diana viii. iv, And I though dis- 
accustoming my Muse . . May one day raise my stile as others 
use. 1610 Donne Pseudo-Martyr 45 Those stiles, which 
Christian humilitie hath made them dis-accustome and 
leave off. 1814 Cary Dante , Paradise xvi. n With greet- 
ing such as Rome was first to bear, But since hath dis- 
accustom’d. 

2 . To render (a person) unaccustomed or unused 
to something (to which he was previously accus- 
tomed) ; to cause to lose a habit. Const, to, + from . 

1530 Palsgr. 517/1 For one that is disacustumed, it is 
agreat payne to be brought in good order. 1636 E ; D acres tr. 
Machiavel' s Disc. Livyl, xvii. 90 Sufficient, to disaccustome 
them to the ill, and accustome them throughly to the good. 
1686 F. Spence tr. Varillas' Ho. Medicis 306 The people 
might be disaccustom'd from exercising them. 1836 Sir W. 
Hamilton Discuss. (1852) 271 Such application insensibly 
disaccustomed us to the use of our reason. 1881 H. James 
Portr. Lady xxxii, Disaccustomed to living with an in- 
valid. 

HenceBisaccrrstomed ppl.a:, Bisaccirstomed- 
ness; also f Bisacctrstoxnaiice (ohs.), disuse. 

1502 Ord. Crysten Men (W. de W. 1506) iv. xxii. 299 
Moeuynge the helpe of god hym to dyscustome, unto the 
whiche dysacustomaunce be not many comyn in the espaee 
of .xx. or .xxx. yeres. 1580 Sidney Arcadia iv. (1622) 412 
Some long disaccustomed paines. 1632 Sherwood, Disac- 
customednesse, desaccoustumance. 1825 Southey Tale 
Paraguay iil 46 How strangely to her disaccustom’d ear 
Came even the accents of her native tongue ! 
Disacidify (clisasrdifei), v. rare . [Dis- 6.] 
trans. To do away with the acidity of. 

1864 in Webster. 1883 in Syd. Soc . Lex. 

+ Disacknowledge, sb. Ohs. [f. next; cf. 
Acknowledge sb,] The act of disacknowledging ; 
non-acknowledgement. 

1603 F lorio M ontaigne ni.ix. (1632)536 The most ordinary 
assurance l take of my people, is a kmde of disaeknowledge 
or neglect. 

Disaeknowledge (dissekn^led^), v. [f. Dis- 
6 + Acknowledge v.\ trans . To refuse to acknow- 
ledge ; to renounce, disown. 

1598 Florio, Scondscerc , to disaeknowledge. Sconosciuto , 
disacknowledged, forgotten. 1613 Markham Eng. Hus- 
bandman 1. n. xiv. (1635) 187 These violent opinions I alto- 
gether disaeknowledge. 1692 South 12 Ser?n, (1697) 1. 108 
By words and oral expressions verbally to deny, and dis- 
acknovviedge it. 1836 Marryat Japhet Ixxiv, I disinherit, 

I disaeknowledge you. 1859 Trollope Bertrams II. v. 
75 You are not the man to disaeknowledge the burden. 
Hence Disa^knowledgiiig* vbl. sb. ; also Bis- 
aclmowTedgrer, one who disacknowledges ; Bis- 
aclmowledg*emeixt, the fact of disacknowledging. 

1650 B. Discolliminium 8 No. .conscientious Subject ought 
to obey such a Power . . with an acknowledgement of its 
Authority, or without a disacknowledgement of it. a 1660 
Hammond Wks. II. 11. 135 (R.) A disacknowledging or re- 
jecting the due government. 1661 Bp. Sanderson Episc. 
(1673) 55 A disacknowledgnient of the Kings Authority and 
Supremacy Ecclesiastical. 1665 J. Sergeant Sure-footing 
iot Disacknowledgers of Tradition. 

Disacquarnt,©. Whs. [f. Dis- 6-1 - Acquaint 
v.] trans. To make no longer acquainted; to 
estrange ; to render unfamiliar (quot. 1567). Hence 
Disaequarnfced ppl, a. 

J54 ® Udall, etc. Erasm. Par. Luke xvi. 16 Ye must now 
disacquaint and estraunge yourselfes from the sour old wine 
of Moses la we. 1567 Drant Horace' Epist. vi. D j, Seeke 
how to chase that griefe awaye to make it disaquainted. 
1635 Quarles Emblems 1. viii. 11718) 33 When disacquainted 
sense becomes a stranger. And takes no knowledge of an 
old disease. 1677 M aim Cmdempl. 11. 89 This kind of dealing 
, . will in a little time dis-acquamt the Soul with them, and 
make the Soul and them strangers one to another. 

Disacquaintance (disakw^mtans). ? Ohs. 
[f. prec., after acquaintance : cf. DlS- 9.] The state 
of being disacquainted ; want of acquaintance ; un- 
familiarity. 

1589 Puttenham English Poesie hi. ix. (Arb.) 169 The 
straungenesse . . proceedes but of noueltie and disaquain tance 
with our cares. 1672 Baxter hxLife J. Alleine (1838) 1. 3 
Men s strangeness and disacquaintance with those that are 
^ood. 1830 Lamb Let. to Gilman Wks. (1865) 165 The 
innocent taste of which [milk-porridge] I am anxious to re- 
n Tnf- a ^ ter a century’s disacquaintance. 

Disacrone : see next. 

. Disacryl (disae-kril). Chem. [f. Dis- (imply- 
ing disintegration or dissolution) + Acryl.] A 
white flocculent substance into which acrolein' 
changes when kept for some time. Called also 
disacrone . Also attrib as disacryl resin , a resin- 
ous matter similarly formed. 

*863-72 Watts Diet, Chem. II. 336 Acrolein when kept 
. . changes sometimes . . into a resinous matter, disacryl 
re -‘! n * Disacryl is a white, tasteless,' inodorous powder 
which becomes strongly electrical by friction. 


t Bisada’pt, ©. Obs. rare-°i [£ Dis- 6 + 
Adapt ©.] trans. To render unfit. Hence Dis* 
ada-pted, ppl. a., Disada*pting vbl. sb. 

1611 Cotgr., Desagencer , to disadapt, disadiust. Ibid., 
Desagence, disadapted, disadiusted. Ibid., Desagencement, 
a disadapting, disadiusting. 

t Bisadj xrst, V. Obs. rare. [f. Dis- 6 + Adjust 
v.] trans. To undo the adjustment of ; to unsettle, 
disturb. Hence Disadju'sted ppl. a., Disadju st- 
ing vbl. sb. 

i6xx Cotgr. [see prec.] 1746-7 Hervey Medif. K On 
Night n. U748) 50 When the Thoughts are once disad- 
justed, why are they not always in Confusion ? 

t BisadLmo'nish, ©. Obs. rare . [f. Dis- 6 + 
Admonish© 1 .] trans. To dissuade, to disadvise. 

x6xx Cotgr., Desadmoneste, disad monished, or dissuaded. 
1847-78 in Halliwell. 

t Bisado*m ? ©. Obs. rare. [f. Dis- 6 + Adorn 
©.] trans. To deprive of adornment; to disfigure. 

1598 Florio, Disbrauare , todisadorneor spoile ofbrauerie. 
x6ax G. Sandys Ovid's Met.ix. (1626) 176 My brow, .[he] dis- 
adornes : By breaking one of my ingaged homes, a 1729 
Congreve Homer's Hymn Venus (T.), She saw grey hairs 
begin to spread, Deform his beard, and disadorn his head. 

t Bisachra’nce, V. Obs. [ME. disavaunce , a. 
OF. desavancer to repel, push back, hinder (14th 
c. in Godef.), f. des- f Dis- 4 + avancer to Advance 
(q.v. for non- etymological change of a- to ad-).] 

1 . trans. To check the advance of, hinder from 
advancing, drive back, cause to retreat. 

1374 Chaucer Troylus 11. 462 (511) Right for to speken of 
an ordenaunce, How we j? e Grekes myghte disauaunce. 
c 1450 Merlin 658 To disavaunce the Emperour, and by-reve 
hym the wey to Oston. 1659 D. Pell Impr. Sea 131 The 
more they sail southward, the more they advance the Antar- 
tick, and disadvance the Artick [pole]. 

b. To draw back ; to lower (anything put for- 
ward). 

1596 Spenser F. Q. iv. iii. 8 That forced him his shield to 
disadvaunce. Ibid. iv. iv. 7 Which th’ other seeing gan his 
course relent, And vaunted speare eftsoones to disadvaunce. 
x6xx Speed Hist. Gt. Brit . ix. vii. (1632) 533 Hee displayed 
his Ensignes, till for the French Kings loue he was content 
to dis-aduance them. 

2 . fig. To hinder from advancement, progress, or 
promotion ; to throw back ; to cast into a lower 
condition or position. 

a 1420 Hoccleve De Reg. Princ. 1358 He slipirly stant 
whom that thow [Fortune] enhauncest, For sodeynly thow 
hym disavauncest. c 1450 Merlrn 250 Men. .hadden grete 
drede that for the faute of her prowesse that holy cherche 
and cristin feith were disavaunced. 1530 Palsgr. 517/2, 
I disavaunce, I disalowe or hynder, je desauance. 1566 
Painter Pal. Pleas. (1890) II. 102 The daughters.. be dis- 
auaunced and abased. 

3 . inir. To cease to advance, stop short. 

16x0 G. Fletcher Christ's Viet. 11. iii, But when they saw 
their Lords bright cognizance Shine in his face, soon did 
they disadvance, And some unto him kneel, and some about 
him dance. 

Hence Disadva-ncing vbl. sb., retrogression. 

1659 D, Pell Impr. Sea 13 Their [the stars’] advancings 
and disadvancings. 

Disadvantage (disasdverntet^), sb. Also 4-6 
des-, 5 dys«. [ME. des-, disavauniage, a. F. des- 
avantage fii-fih. c. in Hatz.-Darm.), f. des-, Dis- 4 
+ avantage Advantage.] 

1 . Absence or deprivation of advantage ; an un- 
favourable condition or circumstance. 

1530 Palsgr. 213/2 Disavauntage, desauantaige. 1597 
Shaks. 2 Hen. IV, n. iii. 36 Him did you Ieaue vn-seconded 
by you, To looke vpon the hideous God of Warre, In dis- 
aduantage. 1607 — Cor. 1. vi. 49 Martius we have at dis- 
aduantage fought And did retyre to win our purpose. 1639 
Fuller Holy War iv. xii. (1840) 199 Never could the Chris- 
tian religion be showed to Pagans, .on more disadvantages. 
1751 Johnson Rambler No. 180 T 3 Every condition has its 
disadvantages. 1782 Cowper Let. 7 Mar., You must have 
seen her to a disadvantage. 1837 Disraeli Venetia ii. ii, Her 
regret of the many disadvantages under which he laboured. 
x88x Jowett TJmcyd. 1. 85 A noble nature should not be re- 
venged by taking at a disadvantage one as good as himself. 

2 . Detriment, loss, or injury to interest ; diminu- 
tion of or prejudice to credit or reputation. 

£1380 Wyclif Sel. Wks. III. 351 Whoso synnej> for avan- 
tage of himsilf, his synne maki)> disavauntage of ]zat f»at he 
weneh tume £0 good. 1387 Trevisa Higden (Rolls) If. 161 
Childem leue]? Freynsch & construe]? & lurnepan Englysch, 
Sc habbe]? ]> er ’by avauntage in on syde, & desauauntage yn 
ano]»er. 1488-9 Act \ Hen. VII, c. 22 Your seid liegemen 
. . susteyn and bere grete losses hinderaunce and disavaunt- 
age. x6x8 Naunton in Fortesc. Papers 68 They speake 
there all they can to the disadvantage of our nation. 1667 
Milton P. L. vi. 43X Some disadvantage we endur’d and 
paine, Till now not known. 1711 Stee le Sped. No. 136 F 3, 
I . , never speak Things to any Man’s Disadvantage. 1735 
Johnson s.v. He sold to disadvantage, x8. . Bancroft 
(W ebster 1864) They would throw a construction on his con- 
duct to his disadvantage before the public. Mod, Having to 
realize on a falling market we had to sell to disadvantage. 

Disadvantage, v. [£ prec, sb. : cf. Advan- 
tage ©., a,n&¥.ddsavantage-r{i 507 in Hatz.-Darm.), 
f. ddsavantage sb.] trans . To cause disadvantage 
to; to place in an unfavourable position; to affect 
unfavourably. 

C1534 tr. Pol. Verg. Eng. Hist. (Camden) I. 262 Canulus 
..knew that the pollicie of his adversarie wolde muche 
disadvayntage him. 1579-80 North Plutarch (1676) 951 
He. .made their lands waste, to disadvantage their enemies 


by so much the more. 1647 Ward Simp. Cobler 73 Sun 
and wind cannot disadvantage you. 1731 Fielding Let. 
Writers in. vi, You will be disadvantaged by the discovery. 
1871 Browning Balaust . 4x4 Yet faltering too.. As some- 
how disadvantaged, should they strive. 

Hence Disadvauitaged. ppl. a., Disadva stag- 
ing vbl. sb. 

16x1 Cotgr., Desavanfage, disaduantaged. 1646 Salt- 
marsh Smoke in Temple 2 To the advantaging or dis- 
advantaging the cause. 1648 Boyle Seraph. Lave x. (1700) 
58 Their. .disadvantaged Beauty is made the Compliment 
and Hyperbole of that Quality. 1879 H. Spencer Data of 
Ethics xi. § 69. 188 The uniform principle has been that the 
ill-adapted, disadvantaged in the struggle for existence, 
shall bear the consequent evils. 

t Disadva’ntageable, a. Obs. [f. Disad- 
vantage, after advanfageable : cf. Dis- 10.] At- 
tended by disadvantage; disadvantageous, preju- 
dicial. 

1597-8 Bacon Ess., Expense (Arb ) 54 Hastie selling is 
commonly as disaduantageable as interest. 16x3 F. Ro- 
bartes Revenue Gospel ji6 It is very disaduantageable to 
the glorie of God and saluation of men. _ 1631 Bp. W ebbk 
Quietn. 127 A disaduantageble peace is to be preferred 
before a just war. 

Hence f Bisadva-ntageably adv. Obs., in a dis- 
advantageous manner, to the disadvantage or pre- 
judice (of any one). 

1627 Lisander 4 Cal. x. 222 Hee had ..spoken so dis- 
advantagably of her. 

Disadvantageous (disse^dvant^dgos),#. Also 
7-8 -ions. [f. Dis- 10 + Advantageous, perh. after 
F. desavantageux (i5~i6th c. in Hatz.-Darm.).] 
Attended with or occasioning disadvantage; un- 
favourable, prejudicial. 

1603 Holland Plutarch's Mor. 168 To enter into some 
disadvantageous promise. 1608 T. Morton Pream. En- 
counter 70 Intolerably disaduantaglous vnto the Romish 
part. 1670 Milton Hist. Eng. vi. Harold (1847) 560/2 
The English were in a streight disadvantageous place. 
1749 Fielding Tom Jones m, ii. We are obliged to bring 
our hero on the stage in a much more disadvantageous 
manner than we could wish. x86x Emerson Soc. <$* Soli/,, 
Old Age Wks. (Bohn) III. 131 The creed of the street is. 
Old Age is not disgraceful, but immensely disadvantageous. 
1874 Green Short Hist. ix. § 8. 684 To consent to a dis- 
advantageous peace. 

b. Tending to the disadvantage or discredit of 
the person or thing in question ; unfavourable ; 
derogatory, depTeciative, disparaging. ? Obs. 

1663 Cowley Ode Restoration viii, Seen ..in that ill disad- 
vantageous Light, With which misfortune strives t’abuseour 
sight. 1709 Swift T. Tub Apol., Fixes, .a disadvantageous 
Character upon those who never deserved it. a 1776 Hume 
Ess. Princ. Govt. (R.), Whatever disadvantageous senti- 
ments we may entertain of mankind. 1807 G. Chalmers 
Caledonia I, 1. ii. 69 Herodian concurs with Dio in his 
disadvantageous representation of the civilisation.. among 
the Caledonian clans. 

Disadvantage otisly, adv. [f. prec.+-LY 2 .] 
In a disadvantageous manner; with disadvantage) 
to the disadvantage of the person or thing in ques- 
tion ; unfavourably, prejudicially. 

x6xx Cotgr., Desadventageusement , disaduantagiously. 
163X Star Chamb. Cases (Camden) 20 It hath fallen out to 
be heard disadvantagiously for some. 1696 tr. Du Mont's 
Voy . Levant 353 You have spoken disadvantageous^ of 
the Government before a Guardian, a 1797 H. Walpole 
Mem. Geo. II, (1847) H* ii. 49 The question was opened 
disad vantageously for the court. 1862 S. Lucas Secularia 
47 That national indifference to social philosophy, in which 
we compare so disadvantageous^ with the first nations' of 
the continent. 

Bisadvauta'geousxiesso [f. as prec. + 
-ness.] The quality of being disadvantageous ; 
unfavourableness. 

1727 in Bailey vol. II. 1782 Tyers Rhaps. on Pope 5 (T.) 
This disadvantageousness of figure he converted . . into a 
perpetual spur to., deliver himself from scorn. 

+ Bisadvemture. Obs. [ME. disavmtnre , a. 
OF. desaventure, desadventure (in Godef.), f. des-, 
Dis- 4 + aventure Adventure.] Misadventure, 
mischance, mishap, misfortune. 

c 1374 Chaucer Troylus 11. 366 (415) If I, thurgh my dis- 
aventure. Had lovid other hym or Achilles, c *470 Harding 
Chron. 11. ii. With streames to and fro, And tempestes greate, 
and sore disauenture. 1577 Fenton Gold. Epist 214 It is 
accounted more to disaduenture than to sinne. 1590 Spen- 
ser F. Q. 1. i. 45 For never knight, that dared warlike deed, 
Moreluckless disad ventures did amate. 1638 Sir T. Herbert 
Trav. (ed. 2) 275 Barames a noble Persian by hap escaped, 
hut not a second disadventure. 

+ Bisadve’ZLtnrOYis , a. Obs. Also 6 disad- 
ventrous, disaventrous. [f. prec., after Adve n« 
tubous: cf. obs. F. desavmturmx (in Cotgr. 161 1).] 
Unfortunate, disastrous. 

1590 Spenser F. Q. i. ix. 11 And who most trustes in arme 
of fleshly might . . Doth soonest fall in disaventrous fight; 
1591 — - M. Hubberd 100 For to wexe bide at homo in idle- 
nesse, Is disaduentrous, .. and quite fortuneless®. 1596 
F. Q. iv. .viii,. gsc An- .hard. 'mishap, and ■ disaventrous case , Him 
chaunst. 1702 Rowe Tamerl. 1, i. 283 The Merit of his 
Virtue hardly match’d With disadventurous Chance.' ■ 

tBisadve'St, V. Obs. rare-*, [a. OF. des- 
advestir, f. des-, Dis- 4 + advestir to Advest.] : 

x6xx Cotgr., Desadvestir, to. disseise, disaduest, dis- 
possesse, disinherited 

Hence f Bisadve’stnre. 

x6xx Cotgr., Desadvest, a disseisin, dispossession, dis* 
aduesture, disinheriting. 


DISADVISE. 


Disadvi'se v. [f. Dis- 6 + Advise.] 

1 . irons . To give advice against (an action or 
course) ; to advise that tit) should not be done. 

1636 Ld. Wentworth Lei. in Carte Ormonde <1735) 14, 

I must in any case disadvise it, till you hear further from 
me. 1653 Holcroft Procaputs iv. 249 Thorisin demanded 
herein the opinion of the principal! Geptedes, who plainely 
disadvised it. 1749 Fielding Tom Jones iv. iv, I should 
disadvise the bringing any such action. 1798 W, Taylor 
in Robberds Mem. I. 216 Every one of his friends has dis- 
advised the measure. 1882 C. Edwardes tr. Leopardi's 
Ess. <5- Dial 1 66 , 1 do not fail.. to disadvise tbe search after 
that cold and miserable truth. 

2 . To advise (a person) against an action or 
course ; to dehort from. 

1687 Boyle Martyrd. Theodora iv. (1703) 55 An apostle, 
who, though not unfavourable to the Marriage state, dis- 
ad vises those women that are free, from entering into it. 
1855 Trollope Warden xviii, I am sure he disad vised you 
from it. 

+ Disadvi'sed, ppl. a. Obs. [f. Bis- io + Ad- 
vised, after OF. desavisg.] Imprudent, ill-advised, 
inconsiderate. 

15.. in Q. Eliz. Acad. (1869) 73 In whatsoeuer you doe, 
be ney ther hasty nor disaduised. 

t Disaffect, sb. Obs. rare *- 1 , [f. Dis- 9 + 
Affect sb.. after Affect v.~] = Disaffection 3. 

1683 Salmon Dorott Med. n. ^392 Convulsions, Gouts, 
Cholick and. other Disaffects coming from frigidity. 

f Disaffect, a. Obs . rare. [f. Dis- 1 o + Affect 
fpL a . : prob. viewed as short for disaffected.] — Dis- 
affected 1. 

1682 Lond.Gaz. No. 1694/3 Levying War upon.. the Ar- 
bitrary Orders of a Disaffect. .part of Parliament. 

Disaffect < disafe’kt), v\ [f. Dis- 6 + Affect 
vX Cf. mod.F. disaffeder (19th c.)] 

1. tram. To lack affection for ; to dislike, regard 
with aversion, be unfriendly to. Obs. or arch. 

1621 Bp. H. King Perm., T o Rdr.,I haue not yet so doted on 
their part, or dis-affected my owne. 1626 Shirley Brothers 
1. i, Unless you disaffect His person. 1708 Shaftesbury 
Inquiry Virtuei, 2'fheheart must rightly and soundly affect 
what is just and right, and disaffect what is contrary. 1755 
Yomo Centauri. Wks. (1757) IV. 124 How comes it to pass, 
that men of parts should so much disaffect the Scrip- 
tures? 1890 West. Meth. Mag. Jan. 47 I you disaffect a 
Vestry or a Class-room, set apart your drawing-room once 
a week. 

2 . To estrange or alienate the affection of; to 
make unfriendly or less friendly ; spec . to discon- 
tent or dissatisfy, as subjects with the government ; 
to make disloyal. (Mostly in passive : see Dis- 
affected 1.) 

1641 Rem onstr. Commons in Rushw. Hist. Coll in. (1692) 
I. 439 To disaffect the King to Parliaments by Slanders and 
false Imputations. 1680 Luttrell Brie/ Ret. {1857) I. 36 
Many libells are thrown about to disaffect the king and ms 
people. 1792 G. Washington Let. Writ. 1891 XII 172 We 
have fresh - . representations - . of their endeavoring to dis- 
affect the four southern tribes of Indians towards this 
country. 1893 Ckamb. Jml. 21 Jan. 46/1 You .. began to 
raise Cain by disaffecting the other workmen. 1893 Marie 
Corelli Barabbas iv. (1894) 28 A pestilence in this man’s 
shape doth walk abroad to desolate and disaffect the pro- 
vince. . 

t DisaJfe 'Ct, v 2 Obs. [f. Dis- 6 +- Affect v.~] 
trans. To affect in an evil manner ; to disorder, de- 
range, disease. 

1625 Donne Serm. xx. 192 The more it works upon good 
Men, the more it disaffects the Bad. a 1656 Ussher Ann. 
vi. (1658) 773 That disease was like none of ours ; the head 
was disaffected, and that being dried, killed many, a 1660 
Hammond Serm. xxiii. (T.), It disaffects the bowels, en- 
tangles and distorts the entrails. 1688 Boyle Final Causes 
Nat. Things iv. 200 If the eyelids, which are subject to 
more than one distemper, be considerably disaffected. 

Disaffected (disafe*kted), ppl. a. [f. Disaf- 
fect v. 1 , - + -ed 1.] L Pa. pple. of Disaffect v. 1 . 

1 . Evilly affected ; estranged in affection or alle- 
giance, unfriendly, hostile; almost always spec. 
Unfriendly to the government or to constituted 
authority, disloyal. 

1632 St. Trials, H. Sherjield (R.), But in as much as he 
is accused of infidelity . . to Almighty God .. and to be dis- 
affected to the king. 1678 Hickes in Ellis Orig. Lett . 
Ser. n. IV. 51 The Court was full of disaffected villains. 
1711 Addison Sped. No. 131 1*7, I pass among some for 
a disaffected Person. *809 Morning Post 513 July, The dis- 
affected crowded to the standard of these traitors. 1823 
Scott Peveril i, Major Bridgenorth was considered . . as a 
disaffected person to the Commonwealth. 1849 Cobden 
■ Speeches 42 A measure which will tend to make the people 
contented and happy citizens, instead of being miserable, 
dejected, and disaffected. 

2 . Disliked, regarded with aversion, rare. 

1649 Bp. Hall Cases Consc. (T.), To cast her against her 
mind upon a disaffected match. 

II. Pa. pple. of Disaffect v 2 
f 3 . Affected with disease, disordered. Obs. 

1664. Butler H ud. il ii. 505 As if a man should be dis- 
sected, Tofind what part is disaffected. 1665 GlaNvill 
Scepsis Sci. x. (R,), And if our disaffected palates resent 
nought but bitterness from our choicest viands. 

Hence 

1709 Strype Ann. Ref. I. xlviii. 522 Out of private hatred 
ana disaffectedness. 1730-6 Bailey (folio), Disaffeotedly, 
disatisfiedly. 1793 J. Williams Calm Exam. 59 They* look 
disaffectedly and with scorn at the present rulers. 

Disaffection (disafe-kjan). [f. Dis- 9 + Af- 
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fection ; or n. of action f. Disaffect w. 1 and 2 , 
after affection .] 

1 . Absence or alienation of affection or kindly 
feeling; dislike, hostility: see Affection 6. 

1640 Sanderson Serm. II. 145 Chastening is .. far from 
being aay argument of the father’s dis-affection. 1643 Milton 
Divorce 11. vii. 1851J 78 Not to root up our naturall affec- 
tions and disaffections. 1655 Fuller Ch. Hist, x, iii. § 6 
His disaffection to the discipline established in England. 
1706-7 Farquhar Beaux Strat, iii. iii, What Evidence can 
prove the unaccountable Disaffections_ of Wedlock? 1879 
Stevenson Trav. Cevennes 87 Modestine.. seemed to have 
a disaffection for monasteries. 

2 . spec. Political alienation or discontent ; a spirit 
of disloyalty to the government or existing authority: 
see Disaffected i. 

1605 B. Jonson Volpone 11. i, Nor any dis-affection to the 
st ate* Where I was bred. 2683 Brit. Spec. ziB To take away 
all Occasions of Disaffection to the Anointed of the Lord. 
1697 Dampier Voy. I. 371 The whole Crew were at this time 
under a general disaffection, and full of very different Pro- 
jects. 1752 Johnson Rambler No. 204 P 2 Thou hast re- 
conciled disaffection, thou hast suppressed rebellion. 1808 
Syd. Smith Wks. <1867) 1 . 115 A very probable cause of dis- 
affection in the troops. 2874 Green Short Hist. 556 The 
popular disaffection told even on the Council of State, 
f 3 . The condition of being evilly affected physi- 
cally ; physical disorder or indisposition. Obs. 

1634 Gayton Pleas. Notes in. xi. 144 Forc’d to fly to Phy- 
sick, for cure of the disaffection. 1676 Wiseman (J,), The 
disease took its original merely from the disaffection of the 
part, and not from the peccancy of the humours. 1688 Boyle 
Final Causes Nat. Things , Vitiated Sight 260 This woman 
..had a disaffection of sight very uncommon. 1741 Compl . 
Earn. -Piece 1. i. 78 If the Patient be subject to . . any Swell- 
ing, Heat, or Disaffection in the Eyelids. 

T Disaffectionate, a. Obs. rare . [f. Dis- io 

+ Affectionate a .] 

1 . Wanting in affection : unloving. 

1796 Hayley Life of Milton (T.), A beautiful but disaffec- 
tionate and disobedient wife. 

2 . Characterized by disaffection ; disloyal. 

1636 Sir H. Blount Voy. Levant (1650) 99JT.) They . . 
were found damnably corrupt, and disaffectionate to the 
Turkish affairs. 

t Disaffvance, sb. Obs. rare - 1 . [Dis- 9.] 

Want of affiance, trust, or confidence ; distrust. 

1631 Celestina ii. 34 Not caring, .how thou puttest a dis* 
affiance in my affection. 

t Bisa®L*auce, V. Obs. rare- 1 , [f. Dis- 6 + 
Affiance v.] trans. To put out of affiance, trust, 
or confidence. 

2631 Celestina x. 117 Already disaffianced in his hope, for 
want of a good and faire answer, hee hath set both his eyes 
and his heart upon the love and person of another. 

Disaffiliate (disafrli^t), v. [f. Dis- 6 + Af- 
filiate v .] trans. To undo the affiliation of, to 
detach (that which is affiliated) : the reverse of to 
Affiliate. 

1870 C. J. Smith Syn. <$* Antonyms , Affiliate , Disannex, 
Disaffiliate. 1892 Graphic 21 May 598/3 Eleven branch 
associations have ‘disaffiliated’ themselves in consequence 
of the dispute over the suffrage question. 

Disaffirm (disaffirm), v. [f. Dis- 6 + Affirm 
v.] trans. To contradict, deny, negative : the 
contrary of to Affirm 4. 

2548 Gest Pr. Masse 97 DisafFyrmynge the masse sacry- 
fyce to bee propiciatorye. 2625 Davies Reports Cases Pref, 
(T.), Neither doth Glanvil or Bracton disaffirm the antiquity 
of the reports of the law. 2816 Sir R. Dallas in Taunton 
Rep. VI. 529 The suggestion that this was a voluntary pay- 
ment, is disaffirmed by the averment of compulsion. 

b. Law. To annul or reverse (some former de- 
cision, etc.) ; to repudiate (a settlement or agree- 
ment) : the contrary of Affirm r, 2, Confirm. 

2532 Dial. Laws Eng. 1. xxvi. (1638) 46 Therefore . . the 
said Statute neither affirmeth nor disaffirmeth the title. 
2634 Earl Strafford Lett . 4* Disp. (1739) I. 298 Leaving 
the other . . in the State they now are, either affirmed or 
disaffirmed. 1883 N. V. Tribune XLIII. 5 The Supreme 
Court of the United States has disaffirmed the view of the 
Post Office Department and affirmed that of the Company. 
2890 Sir A. Kekewich in Law Times' Rep. LX 1 1 1 . 682/1 
She could disaffirm the settlement on attaining twenty-one. 

Disaffirmance (disafsMmans). [f. Disaffirm 
v., after affirm , affirmance .] The action of disaffirm- 
ing; negation ; annulment, repudiation. 

1620 Bacon in Howell St. Trials (1816) II. 399/1 Ifit had 
been a disaffirmance by law they must have gone down in 
solido. 2643 Prynne Open. Gt . Seal 24 Done in affirmance, 
onely, not disaffirmance of it, as Lawyers speake. 1677 
Hale Prim. Orig. Man. 1. iv. 102 As much a Demonstra- 
tion in disaffirmance of any thing that is affirmed as can 
possibly be.. 2828 Colebrooke Oblig. $ Contracts I. 36 
A suit. .in disaffirmance of it [an illegal contract], .is conso- 
nant to the policy of the law. 2868 Benjamin On Sales (1884) 
404 The vendor has donesome act to disaffirm the transaction 
; . Before the disaffirmance the vendee has transferred the. . 
interest 

Disaffirmation (disarihim^jbn). [f. Disaf- 
firm v.y after affirm, - ation .] The action of dis- 
affirming ; denial, negation ; repudiation. 

2842 in Brande Did. Science, etc. 2875 Maine Hist. 
Inst. vii. 205 The disaffirmation of the legality of Tanistry. 
1893 Weekly Notes 49/ 2 Notwithstanding her disaffirmation 
of her settlement when she attained twenty-one. 

Disaffi’rmative, a. [f. as prec., after affirm- 
ative .] Characterized by disaffirming ; tending to 
disaffirm; negative. 
a 2832 in Bentham (F. Hall). 


DISAGGREGATION. 

Disaffirrd, Obs. rare- 1 . [Dis- 6.] trans. 
To refuse to afford ; to prevent from obtaining. 

2507 Daniel Civ. Wars vm.lviii, Let not my being a Lan- 
castrian bred, Without mine own Election, disafford Me 
Right, or make my Cause disfigured. 

Disafforest (disafforest), v. [ad. med.( Anglo-) 
L. disaffores/are (in Charter of Forests 13th c.), f. 
Dis- 4 1- afforest are to Afforest. Cf. the synonym- 
ous De-afforest, Deforest, Disforest.] 

1 . trans. To free from the operation of the forest 
laws ; to reduce from the legal state of forest to that 
of ordinary land. 

[1225 Chart a Forest se an. 9 Hen. IIP c. 3 (Spelman s,v. 
Affiorestare) Omnes bosci qui fuerunt afforestati per Richar- 
dum avunculum nostrum, .statim Disaffoiestentur.] 2598 
Stow Sitrv. xli. (2603) 424 The Forest of Midle^ex, and the 
Warren of Stanes were disaforested. 1598 M anwood Lawes 
Forest xvi. § 9 (2615I 216/2 By the Charter, all new forests 
were generally to bee disafforested. 1677 N. Cox Gent lent. 
Peer. 1. (ed. 2) 24 A forest, is to turn Land into Forest. 
Disafforest , is to turn Land from being Forest to other uses. 
2725 Lond. Gaz. ^No. 6350/3 The whole inclosed with a Pale, 
and disaforested. 2888 Black Adv. House-boat 71, I don’t 
know when the district was disafforested; but in Shake- 
speare’s own time they hunted red-deer in these Warwickshire 
woods. 

fig. a 1632 Donne Poems, To Sir Herbert (1650^ 157 How 
happy is he, which hath due place assign’d To his beasts ; 
and disaforested his mind. 

absol. 1638 Sir R. Cotton Abstr. Rec. Tower 14 
[Edward I] disafforested in most Counties of England. 

2 . To strip or clear of forests or trees, rare. 

2842 De Quincey in Blackw. Mag. LIT. 126 From the 

wreck of her woods by means of incendiary armies, Greece 
is, for a season, disafforested. 

Hence BisaiFo rested ppl. a. ; BisaiFo-resting 
vbl. sb. and ppl. a. *, also Bisaffo-restment. 

2857 Toulmin Smith Parish 469 For the disafforesting of 
the royal forests and chases. 1875 Buckland Log-bk. 240 
This was before the miserable cheese- paring policy of dis- 
afforesting, when the red-deerwere still to be seen in the forest 
glades. 2882 Standard 14 Mar.^ A Commissioner under the 
Hainault Disafforesting Commission. 1889 Blackw. Mag. 
CXLVI. 661/2 The great disafforestment proceeds apace. 

Disafforestation (disafyrest<f‘-j3n). [n. of 
action f. med.L. disafforestare to Disafforest.] 
a. The action of disafforesting; exemption from 
forest laws. b. Destruction of forests or woods. 

1598 Manwood Lawes Forest xvi. § 9 (2615) 116/2 All 
those, that were put out of the Forest by the disafforestation. 
2888 Athenaeum 20 Mar. 302/3 The gradual obsolescence of 
our forest law and the steady progress of disafforestation. 
1888 Times 4 Oct. 9/5 The rapid progress of disafforestation 
will be understood, and it is certain that the natural growth 
cannot keep pace with it. 

+ Disaffri’gllt, V . Obs. rare. [Dis- 6.] trans . 
To free from fright or alarm ; to reassure. 

1676 Hobbes Iliad iv. 216 His own Commanders first to 
disaffright. 

t Disaffy, V* Obs. rare. [In 16th c. desafie, a. 
OF. desafie-r to distrust, f. des-, L. dis- (Dis- 4) + 
afier to trust : see Affy vi] trans . To put out of 
relations of affiance : Defy vJ- I. 

2546 St. Papers Hen. VIII, XI. 239 He fledde like a 
traytour . . and being for the same desaned by Julyan, doth 
maynteyn his acte and him silf to be honest, and to fight 
in that quarrell with the said Julyan. 

f Bisa*ge. Obs. rare. [ad. It. disagio dis-ease, 
trouble, want, f. dis-, Dis- 4 + agio leisure, ease ; 
cf. Agio, Adagio.] Hardship, trouble. 

2665 J. Webb Stone-Heng (2725) 256 [They] were thick- 
skin’d Fellows, and could patiently undergo such and 
greater Disages. 

t Bis aggravate, V. Obs. rare. [Dis- 6.] 
trans. To release from a burden or charge: see 
Aggravate v. 3. 

2598 Florio Disgrauio , a discharge, a disagrauating. 

Disaggregate, [f- Dis- 6 + Aggregate v. 
Cf. F. desagriger, Sp. desagregar.] 

1 . trans. To separate (an aggregated mass) Into 
its component particles. 

2828 in Webster. 1858 G. P. Scrope Geol Centr. France 
(ed. 2)47 Its parts are then disaggregated. 1876 tr. Schiltzen- 
berger's Ferment. 272 The cellular tissue is either partly 
or completely disaggregated. 

2 . intr. (for refii) To separate from an aggregate. 
1881 Morgan Contrib. Amer. Ethnol. 87 As soon as they 

had disaggregated. * 

Disaggregation (dissegrfg^jbn). [n. of ac- 
tion f. prec. vb.: cf. mod.F. dlsagrlgation (1878 in 
Did. Acad.).] 

1. The separation of the component particles of 
an aggregated mass or structure ; disintegration.. 

1828 in Webster. 2838 Sat. Rev. 20 Nov. 501/1 A million 
of entire skeletons . . bound together by the fine powder re- 
sulting from the disaggregation of their fellows and of other 
calcareous organisms. 1865 Esquiros Cornwall 41 Deposits 
formed by the disaggregation of the primitive rocks. 1879 
G. Prescott Sp. Telephone 436 Neither disaggregation nor 
sparks. 1881 Nature XXIV. 67 An electric disaggregation 
of the electrode. 

2 . transf. in various non-physical senses. 

1832 Bentham Wks. (1838-43) XI. 73 Power of aggrega- 
tion ; power of disaggregation. 2882 Morgan Contrib. 
Amer. Ethnol. 87 A further consequence of this disaggre- 
gation was . . the necessity for an official building. 2890 
Times 21 Jan. 5/2 Centralization would disappear, .to make 
way for a disaggregation as troublesome for the Monarchy 
of Portugal as for the French Republic. 


DISAGREE, 


DISALLEGIANCE, 


Disagree ( disagrr ), v. [ad . F. disagrier ( 1 2 th 
c. in Hatz.-Darm. ), f. des- (Dis- 4 ) -*• agrier to 
Agree. See also Disgree.] 

1. intr. To differ, to be unlike ; not to Agree, 
correspond, accord, or harmonize. Const, withy 

to, + from. 

1494 Fabyan Chron. iv.Jxyi. 45 That sayinge disagreeth 
to the wrytynge of Eutropius. 357$) Lyly Euplmes (Arb.) 
iqi [He] sorroweth to see thy behaviour so far to disagree 
from thy birth. 1637 Gillespie Eng. Pop. Cerem. iv. iii. 8 
Those things we call morally good, which agree to right 
reason : those morally evill, which disagree from right 
reason. 1655 Stanley Hist. Philos, m. (1701) 86/ 1 Which 
[account] disagrees not with the other. 1685 Stillingfl. 
Orig. Brit. i. 4 A Tradition . . disagreeing to the Scripture. 
1735 Watts Logic n. iv. § 2 We have neither, a very clear 
Conception in our selves of the two Ideas contained in the 
Words, nor how they agree or disagree. 1874 A. B. David- 
son Hebr. Grant. § 48 The other numerals are nouns, and 
disagree in gender with the words which they enumerate. 
1884 tr. Lotze's Logic iv. 235 Particular circumstances which 
agree or disagree with given facts. 

2. To differ in opinion ; to dissent. 

1559 in Strype Ann. Ref, I. App. xi. 35 If any. .disagreed 
from his forefathers, he is. .to be judged suspected. 1662 
Stillingfl. Orig. Sacr. 1. i. § 20 Those who disagree 
from that former Computation, place it yet lower. 1732 
Pope Ep. Bathurst 1 Who shall decide when Doctors 
disagree ? 1874 Morley Compromise (1886) 181 The sincere 
beliefs and conscientiously performed rites of those . .from 
whose religion he disagrees. . 1883 Froude Short. Stud.Yf . 
n. ii. 187 He could not place himself in the position of persons 
who disagreed with him. 1891 Spectator 13 June 823/1 Men 
who hoped against hope that the jury would disagree. 

3. To refuse to accord or agree (to any proposal, 
etc.) ; to dissent. Const, to, with ; f from . Indi- 
rect passive, to be disagreed to. 

1495 Act 11 Hen. VII, c. 36 Preamb., If the. .Duke, .dis- 
agree to the seld acte. 1574 tr. Littleton's Tenures 52 a, If 
the parcener . . hathe yssue and dyeth, the issue maye dis- 
agree to the particion. 1589 Warner Alb. Eng. vi. xxx. 
(1612) 155 Mine is to loue, but hers to disagree. 1818 Cruise 
Digest (ed. 2) IV. 495 In such cases the grantee may, by 
deed only, disagree, and disclaim the estate. 1825 T. Jef- 
ferson Autobiog. Wks. 1859 I. 31 The Delaware counties 
had bound up their delegates to disagree to this article. 1869 
Gladstone. V/* in Parlt . ( Daily Nexus 16 July], I shall move 
to disagree to that clause. . I beg now to move that the House 
disagree with the Lords' amendment, .of the preamble of the 
Irish Church Bill. Ibid., The Lords’ amendment was then 
disagreed to. 1869 Daily News 27 July, The Lower House 
has disagreed from the amendment. 

4. To be at variance, to dispute or quarrel. 

1348 Hall Chron. Hen. IV, 29 b, Takyng a corporall othe 
. . never after to disagre or renewe any displeasure. 1667 
Milton P. L. ii. 497 Devil with Devil damn’d Firm concord 
holds, men onely disagree Of Creatures rational, 1758 S. 
Hayward Servt. xvii. 531 Children of the same family ought 
not to disagree. 1835 Lytton Rienzi n. i, Come, we must 
not again disagree. 

5. Of food, climate, etc. : To conflict in physical 
operation or effect; to be unsuitable- Const. 
with. 

1563 etc., [see Disagreeing ppl. a. 4.] 1768 tr. Comar o’ s 
Disc. 15 To try, whether those, which pleased my palate, 
agreed or disagreed with my stomach. Ibid. 45 Fruit, fish, and 
other things of that kind disagree with me. 1813 Martin in 
Med.-Chirurg. Trans. IV. 47 Increasing one drop everyday 
until it might begin to disagree with the stomach. 1820 Shel- 
ley (Edipusn. ii. 28 So plain a dish Could scarcely disagree. 
1827 Scott Napoleon xlvi, Ascribed to his health's disagree- 
ing with the air of that capital. 3865 Mrs. Carlyle Lett. 
III. 288 It couldn’t have been sound, that champagne .. or 
it wouldn't have so disagreed with me. Mod. The confine- 
ment and close application to work disagrees with him. 

t Disagree*, sb. Obs. rare ~ L . [f. prec. vb.] 

Disagreement. 

1589 Greene 7 tellies Loz>e(i6oq) D iv b, It may bee that the 
destinies have appointed their disagree. 

DisagreeaMlity (disagr^ahi-liti). [f. Dis- 
agreeable + -ITY :■■■ cf. agreeability .] The quality 
or condition of being disagreeable ; unpleasantness. 

. 1788 Mad. D’Arblay Diary IV. iv. 188 These only formed 
its disagreeability. 3790 Ibid. V. iv. 163 Difficulties and dis- 
agreeabilities in carrying on a week’s intercourse. 383a 
Erasers Mag. XLVI. 248 He will be exposed to many ‘dis- 
agreeabUities’ from the police. 1889 Mrs. Randolph New 
Eve II. ix. 62 Ill-health meant ill- temper, discomfort, dis- 
agreeability of all sorts. 

Disagreeable (disagrrab’l), a. (sb.) Also 5 
dys-, [a, F. disagriaUe ( 13 th c. in Hatz.-Darm.), 
f. des- (Dig- 4 ) +agrSable Agreeable.] 
t D Not in agreement; characterized by difference 
or incongruity ; disagreeing, discordant, at variance. 
Const, to, with. Obs. 

c 1400 Rom. Rose 47x7 It [love] is Carybdis perillous Dis- 
agreeable and gracious, It is discord aunce that can accord, 
And accordaunce to discord. 3494 Fabyan Chron . vii. 
ccxxxiv. 270 But . . I se the mater dysagreable to other 
wryters, and also thynke that moche therof is fayned. 3338 
Co verdale Ded. toN. TV, It was disagreeable to my former 
translation in English.. 1563 Golding Caesar Pref, (1565) r 
Caesar in hys descryption of Gallia. . may seeme dysagreable 
wyth other authors. . 3653 Hobbes Leviath. 1. xv. 79 What 
is conformable or disagreeable to Reason, in the actions 
of Common life. 3725 Bailey Erasm. Colloq. 407 Compare 
their Lives and nothing can be more disagreeable. 1759 
Johnson R asselas xxvih. (1787) 78 The obstinate contests of 
disagreeable virtues. 3766 F. Blackburne Confessional 262 
In determining what is the proper sense and extent of the 
Articles, and what shall be judged agreeable or disagreeable 
to them. ; 

2. Not in accordance with one’s taste or liking ; 
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exciting displeasure or disgust; unpleasing, un- 
pleasant, offensive. 

1698 Fryer Acc. E. India $ P. 254 Yet he found it dis- 
agreeable, because the Nights now were as intensely Cold; 
as the Days were Hot. 1703 Bosman Guinea 230 This is 
such a horrible ugly Creature, that I don’t believe any 
thing besides so very disagreeable is to be found. 1734 
E. Darwin Lei. to Dr. Okes in Dallas Life (1879), Yester- 
day’s post brought me the disagreeable news of my father’s 
departure out of this sinful world. 3794 S. Williams Ver- 
mont yo This animal is without any ill scent, or disagreeable 
effluvia. 2838 James Robber iv, Your society is any thing 
but disagreeable to me. 1841-44 Emerson Ess., Prudence 
Wks. (Bohn) I. 100 In regard to disagreeable things, 
prudence does not consist in evasion, .but in courage, 

3. Of persons : Of unpleasant temper or humour ; 
actively unamiable ; offensive. 

t It ranges from an active sense, of which the person in question 
is the subject, as in quot. 1474, to a subjective one of which 
the person in question is the object, both being often 
present. 

[2474 Caxton Chesse (1481) D viijb, Not plesyd but dis- 
agreable whan they haue receyued the yefte.] 2710-12 
Swift Lett. (1767) III. 109 , 1 dined to-day with my mistress 
Butler, who grows very disagreeable. 2823 J. Neal Bro. 
Jonathan II, 323 A very disagreeable man was here. 2873 
W. S. Hayward Love Agst. World 11 My cousin is 
dreadfully disagreeable. 

b. Uncomfortable, in an unpleasant position. 

2844 P. Parley's Ann. V. 180 The King felt quite dis- 
agreeable. The Russians might drop in upon him very 
unceremoniously. 

B. as sb. (Cf. Agreeable 6.) fa. A disagree- 
able person. Obs. 

2829 Mrs. Southey Church Yards II. 242 Whatever some 
superior-minded disagreeables may say to the contrary. 

b. A disagreeable thing or experience; esp. 
in pi. 

1781 Cowper Let. 4 Feb., Some disagreeables and awk- 
wardnesses would probably have attended your interview, 
2797 Holcroft tr. Stolberg's Trav. (ed. 2) II. xlii. 64 The 
Greek artists are . . careful to keep the disagreeable out of 
sight. 1804 W. Irving Life <$• Lett. (1864) I. iv. 78, I am 
seasoned, .to the disagreeables from my Canada journey of 
last summer. 1849 C. Bronte Shirley ix. 227 When the 
disagreeables of life — its work and privations were in ques- 
tion.^ 

Disagreeableness ( disagrr ab’lnes). [f. prec. 
+ -ness.] The quality of being disagreeable. 

+ 1. Want of agreement; discordancy, incon- 
gruity. Obs. 

3371 Golding Calvin on Ps. lxix. 18 This disagreeablenesse 
of the wicked is easly washt away. 1686 Hornf.ck Crucif. 
Jesus xxiv. 828 Remove and conquer that disagreeableness, 
that is betwixt my nature, and tby harmony. 1712 Addison 
Sped. No. 413 i» 1 We kno w neither the Nature of an Idea, 
nor the Substance of a human Soul, which might help us 
to discover the Conformity or Disagreeableness of the one 
to the other. 1726 Attkrbury Serm. (1734) I. 215 Its dis- 
agreeableness to the eternal rules of right reason. 

2. Unpleasantness ; also, an unpleasant feature. 
1648 W. Mountague Devout Essays 1. xvii. § 2 Many 
who have figured Solitude . . have sought to sweeten all they 
could the disagreeableness. 2709 Steele Tatler No. 84 r 5, 
I found the Disagreeableness of giving Advice without being 
asked it. 2748 Richardson Clarissa (2811) I. xvi. 109 Look 
upon that man— see but the disagreeableness of his person. 
1833 Fraser's Mag. VII, 4 With all its manifold disagree- 
ablenesses (to coin a word), it must be grappled with boldly. 
1S62 Swinhoe N. Chbia Camp, g There was just that amount 
of disagreeableness that usually occurs among Englishmen 
who are strangers to one another. 

£>isagree*ablism. nonce-wd. [see -ism.] 

2887 Besant Fifty Years Ago in Graphic Jubilee No. 
20 June 2/3 Together with discontent, chartism, republican- 
ism, atheism— in fact ail the disagreeablisms. 

Disagreeably (disagrr abli), adv. [f. Dis- 
agreeable + -ly 2.] In a disagreeable manner or 
degree; unpleasantly; offensively. 

2730-6 Bailey (folio), Disagreeably , unpleasantly. 1766 
Gray in Corr. w. N. Nicholls (1843) €i,-I passed all June 
in Kent not disagreeably. 1838 Dickens Nick. Nick, xxix , 
You may find yourself very disagreeably deceived. 1847 
Emerson Repr. Men , Swedenborg Wks. (Bohn) I. 333 
Swedenborg is disagreeably wise.. and repels. 

+ Disagree’ance. Obs. [f. Disagree v., after 
Agreeance: cf. also OF. desagreance (Godef.).] 
= Disagreement. 

1548 Udall, etc. Erasm. Par. Acts vui, 36 There is no 
disagreaunce where is faith. 2389 Late Voy. Sp. <$r Port. 
(1881) 98 Our disagreeance with them, will impeach the 
trade of our Merchants. 2397 Acts Jas.VI (1814) 158 
(Jam.) They sail . . report the groundis and caussis of their 
ctisagrieance to his maiestie. 

Disagreed, ppl. a. [f. Disagree v. + -ed 1.] 
The reverse of Agreed ; not in agreement ; at 
variance. 

2398 Florio, Scordato, forgotten, put out of tune, vnstrung, 
disagreed. 2638 Baxter Saving Faith Ded. Aij, Well 
worth his labor to prove us disagreed. 2875 Jowett Plato 
(ed. 2) IV. 42 The partisans of utility are disagreed among 
themselves. 

Disagreeing (disagrriqV vbl. sb. [f. as prec. 
+ -ing i.] The action of the verb to Disagree ; 
disagreement 

2548 Udall, etc. Erasm. Par. Luke 94 a, There ought to 
bee no discorde ne disagreyng emong therm in their preach- 
yng. 2367 R. Mulcaster Fortescue’s De Laud. Leg. (2572) 
103 b, To be troubled with so many disagreeings, 2647 J KR * 
Taylor Lib. Proph , xvii. 219 Such complying with the dis- 
agreeings of a sort of men, is the total overthrow of all 
Discipline. Mod. Their disagreeing was happily prevented. 


Disagreeing* ppl a . [f. as prec. + -ing 2 ..] 
That disagrees. 

fl. Out of harmony or agreement; discordant* 
incongruous ; diverse. Obs. 

2332 T. Wilson Logike (1580) 39 The places . . declare .. 
what be incidente, wha£ be disagreeyng from the matter. 
2362 T. Hoby tr. Cdstiglione's Courtyer (1577) E vij b, 
Oratours . . vnlike and .disagreeing . . to their predecessours 
& fo lowers. 2393 Q, Eliz. tr. Boethius (E. E. T. S.) 205 Me 
thinkes it a crosse mater and in it self disagreing, that God 
all knowes, and yet ther should be a free will. 2656 W. D. tr. 
Comeuius’ Gate Lap. Uni. § 559 Many Islands, replenished 
with disagreeing nations and tongues. 1690 Locke Govt. s. 
ii. § 7 A Figure .. very disagreeing with what .. Children 
imagine of their Parents. 

2. Differing in opinion ; dissentient. 

255a Huloet, Disagreeynge, dissentaneus. 1623 K. 
Long tr. Barclay's Argents 1. xx. 63 The nobles about 
them, in agreeing silence covered their disagreeing thoughts. 
2677 Hale Prim. Orig. Man . n. xii, 244 Finding the 
Philosophers and Wise Men so uncertain and disagreeing. 
2836 Mrs. Carlyle Lett. II. 271 A half-perplexed, half- 
amused, and wholly disagreeing expression. 

3. At variance, quarrelling. 

2622 Burton Anat. Mel. nr. i. n. ii. (2652) 422 Hard- 
hearted parents, disobedient children, disagreeing brothers. 
2732 Berkeley Alcighr. v. § 29 The most contentious, 
quarrelsome, disagreeing crew, that ever appeared, 

4. Of incompatible or prejudicial operation ; un- 
suitable. 

2363 Hyll A rt Garden. (1593) 90 The Greek writers think 
the Basil so disagreing and contrary to women, that if [etc.]. 
2683 Tryon Way to H ealtk 483 The eating of this .. Food 
becomes offensive to them, and disagreeing. 2794 Wolcott 
(P. Pindar) Rowl. for Oliver Wks. II. 41 This was a 
puzzling, disagreeing question, Grating like arsenic on his 
host’s digestion. 

Hence f Bisagree-ingly adv. Obs . 

2592 Percivall Sp. Diet., Desacordamente, disagree- 
ingly. 

Disagreement (disagrfment). [f. Disagree 
v. + -ment, after agreement. Cf. F. desagriment 
(desagreement, Oudinot, 1642 ) anything disagree- 
able, or not to one’s liking.] 

1. Want of agreement or harmony; difference; 
discordancy, diversity, discrepancy. 

2576 Fleming Panopl. Epist. 284 As well their words as 
their deedes bee at disagreement. 2699 Bentley Phal 154 
There’s a seeming disagreement between Diodorus and 
Herodotus. 2737 Whiston Josephus, Antig. Diss. ii, The 
apparent disagreement of any command to the moral attri- 
butes of God. a 2847 Mrs. Sherwood Lady of Manor X. 
vii. 267 Sin is a disagreement or nonconformity of the will 
of any creature with the will of God. 1864 Bowen Logic 
v. 205 The Judgment, gitadrupeds are not rational , de- 
termines the relation of disagreement between the two 
Terms. 

2. Refusal to agree or assent. 

2493 Ad xi Hen. VII , c. 36 § 1 Any disagreement or 
disassent by the seid Duches . . notwithstanding. 2642 
Perkins Prof Bk. i. § 43. 19 The disagreement of the hus- 
band ought to be shewed. 

3. Difference of opinion ; dissent. 

2376 Fleming Panopl. Epist. 83, I again© with you was 
not at disagreement. 2613 Jackson Creed 1. 445 note, His 
disagreement from some of his owne profession. 2638 T. 
Wall Charac. Enenues Ch. 7 Disagreement in matters of 
faith causeth enmity. 1868 E. Edwards Raleigh I. xvii. 
348 Men of very different natures, apart from their utter 
disagreement in religion. 

4. Quarrel, dissension, variance, strife. 

2589 Fleming Virg. Georg. 11. 34 Disagreement vexing 
brethren faithles and vntrustie. 2626 Meade in Ellis Orig. 
Lett. Ser. 1. III. 223 There hath been some Disagreement 
at Court between their Majesties, by reason of the French 
Ambassador. 1770 Jtmjus Lett, xxxviii. 190 Is it .. for 
your interest ., to Xiv-e in a perpetual disagreement with 
your people? 2838 Froude Hist. Eng. 111 . xii. 10 The 
occasion of their disagreement being removed, lie desired 
to return to the old terms of amity. 

5. Unsuitableness (of food, climate, etc.) to the 
constitution. 

2703 C. Mather Magn. Chr. 1. ii. (1853) I. 48 The prob- 
able disagreement of so torrid a climate unto English 
bodies. 

6 . An unpleasantness, a disagreeable condition. 
[F. desagriment b\ rare. 

2778 Gates in Sparks Corr. Amer. Rev. (2853) II. 532 
You would have avoided many disagreements, had it pleased 
you to have accepted that ofler. 

Disagrees? (disagrrai). rare . [f. Disagree v. 

+ -er ‘.J One who disagrees : a dissenter. 
a 2660 Hammond Wks. II. 1. 605 (R.) To awe disagreers 
in ail matters of faith. 

Disagyse, obs. Sc. f. Disguise. 
t DisaiTment. Obs. rare, [see Dis- 5 .] 
Ailment, indisposition. 

2657 Reeve God's Plea 256 Without the least disaylment 
or distemper. 

Bisala*rm, v. rare. [Drs- 6 or 7 a + Alarm.] 
tram. To free or relieve from alarm. 

26x7 Sir F. Burdett in Pari. Deb. 1693 Who had taken 
..care that not a syllable should be inserted that could tend 
to disalarm the country. 

Disalike: see Dis- 10 

t Disalle’giance. Obs. rare. [f. Dis- 9 + 
Allegiance.] Contravention of allegiance. 

# 2642 Laud Wks. (1837) VI. 216 Consider a little with what 
insolency, and perhaps disallegiance, this Lord and his 
roundhead crew would use their Kings. 


BISABHEX 


DISALIiIEGrE. 

t BisaXXie*ge r ®. 0&r. raw. [f. Die- 6 + 

*alliege, deduced from Allegiance, under the in- 
fluence of Liege : cf. prec.] -irons; To withdraw 
or alienate from allegiance. 

1648 Milton Observ. Art . Peace Wks. (1847) 263/2 By a 
ernicious and hostile peace, to disalliege a whole feudary 
ingdom from the antient dominion of England, 

‘ Disallow (disalcur), v. Forms : 4-5 des- 
alowe, 4-6 dis-, 6 dysalowe, dissalow, 6- dis- 
allow. [a. OF. desaloue-r, disalower to blame, 
etc. (in Godef.}, f. des-, Dis- 4 4 alouer Allow. 
In med. (Anglo ;,L. disallocdre : see Du Cange.] 
To refuse to Allow (in various senses), 
f 1 . trans. To refuse to laud, praise, or com- 
mend; to discommend, to blame. See Allow 1 . 1. 

1393 Gower Con/. I. 83 This vice of Inobedience, .he des- 
aliowej?. CX430 Pilgr. Lyf Manhode iv. xxix. (1869) icjr 
Nouht j?at I wole Flame it ne despeise it ne disalowe it. 
1510 Barclay Mirr. Gd. Manners (1570) Gj, Both is like 
errour which wise men disalowe. 1573 G. Harvey Letter - 
bk. (Camden) 7, 1 praefer T'ulli before Caesar in writing 
Latin ; do I therefore disable or disalow Caesar? x6iz T. 
Taylor Comm. Titus iii. x According to their care herein 
haue they been commended or disallowed in the Scriptures. 
1656 Cowley Prologue to Guardian, Who says the Times 
do Learning disallow ? Tis false "twas never Honour’d 
so. as Now. . 

2 . To refuse to approve or sanction ; to disap- 
prove of: see Allow I. 2. arch. 

1494 Fabyan Citron, viu 616 Whiche concludon was after 
disalowyd. 1540 Act 32 Hen. VIII, c. 46 The auditors 
general.. sbal haue auctority to examin thaccomptes. -and 
to allowe and disalow all that shal be reasonable. 1552 
Bury Wills (1850) 141 Furthermore I denull, disalow, and 
sett att nothing all former wills and testaments which I 
have made. 1673 Ray Jaunt. Low C. Claris 436 Though 
they, .do take liberty to. .use. .sports and mcercisesupon the 
Lords day, yet most of their ministers disallow it. a 1745 
Swift (J,), It was known that the most eminent of those who 
professed his own principles, publickly disallowed his pro- 
ceeding!;. 1892 Pall Mall G. 7 Sept. 6/9 The auditor also 
disallowed the refreshments the committee had, which . . 
amounted to gs. 6 id. each. 

fb. intr. with of. To refuse approval of. Ohs. 
1576 Fleming Panopl. Epist. 44, I .. might in no wise 
disallow of his doings : for he was very circumspect . . in 
his master's busipesse. 1649 Milton Eikon. xiv. (183X) 448 
He returned againe to disallow of that Reformation which 
tire . Covnant vowes. x68x Chetham Angled s Vade-m. 
xxviii. § 3 (1689) X64 Others disallow thereof. 

f S. To refuse to accept with approval; to reject, 
disown. Ohs. 

1377 Langl. P. PI. B. xiv. 130 For pei (the richjhan her 
byre here, an heuene as it were .. And whan he deyeth, 
hen disalowed. 1413 Pilgr. Sowle ( Caxton) 1. xiii. (1859) 9 
Si then that he come to yeres of discrecyon, this laboure he 
hath in dede disalowid, 1526-34 Tindale x Pet. ii. 4 A 
livynge stone disalowed of men, but chosen of god and 
precious. 1660 Stanley Hist. Philos, ix. 11701} 435/1 [tr, 
A rc&ytas} The fates of young and old together croud, No 
head is disallow'd By merciless Proserpina, 
fb. intr. with of. Ohs. 

1576 Fleming Panopl. Epist. 422 Wee ought not . . to 
disalowe of what soever is appointed us by Gods good 
providence. 1595 Shaks. John 1. L 16 What followes if we 
disallow of this? 

4 . To refuse to accept as reasonable, true, or valid; 
to refuse to admit (intellectually). See Allow II. 4. 

c 1399 Pol. Poems f Rolls) IT. xx Every child is holden far 
to bowe Unto the modir . . Or elles he mot reson desalowe. 
1583 Exec, for Treason (1675) 37 Who with common reason 
can disallow that her Majesty used her principal Authority? 
1692 Ray Dissol. Worldm. v. § 3. 135 This whole Hypothesis 
[of Des Cartes] I do utterly disallow and reject. 1778 Miss 
Burney Evelina Ded. (1784) jo His influence is universally 
disallowed. 1841 Myers Cath. Tk. in. § 40. 145 By dis. 
allowing any human element . . we are deprived at once of 
much feeling of sympathy with the writers of the Bible. 

; 5 . To refuse to acknowledge or grant (some claim, 
right, or privilege), or to accede to (some request 
or suggestion) ; to reject. 

a 1555 Latimer Germ. Rem. (1845) xx, I must not suffer 
the devil to have the victory over me . . I must disallow 
his instinct ions and suggestions. 1698 Fryer A cc. E. India 
4 P. 275 Use Christian Liberty in respect of Matrimony, 
it being disallowed none but the Vortobeeds. 1786 T. 
Jefferson Writ. (1859) II. x To discuss the propriety of 
his charges, and to allowor disallow them as you pleased. 
XS41 James Brigand xxii. Your claim upon her hand is 
already disallowed. 

6. To refuse to allow or permit ; to forbid the 
use of, to prohibit. 

1563 Homilies 11. Agst. Excess Apparel (1859) 3°8 The 
al Rises thereof, which he forbiddeth and disallowetn. 1568 
Perm Submission Papists in Strype Ann. Ref. I. li. 549 
Nor willingly suffer any such . . to offend, whom I may 
reasonably let, or disallow, a x6oo Hooker (J.), God doth 
in converts, being married, allow continuance with infidels, 
and yet disallow that the faithful, when they are free, 
should enter into bonds of wedlock with such. 1621 Burton 
Aluat. Mel. i.ii. ir. iv,, He utterly disallowes all hote Bathes 
in melancholy, a 1654 Selden Table-T. (Arb.) 30 If he 
disallows a book it must not be brought into the Kingdom. 
1713 BenTley Tree thinking xi. (R. 1 , They disallow’d 'self 
defence, second marriages, and usury. 1831 ■ Coleridge 
Table-t. 27 Oct., Advocates, men whose duty it ought to 
be to know what the law allows and disallows. 1854 
Lowell Camb. Thirty Y. Ago Prose Wks. 1890 I. 96 The 
great collar disallowing any independent rotation of the 
head . , he used to turn his whole person. 

b. Const, with infin or f from and vhl. sb. 

1746 W. Horsley Fool (1748) II. 54 If a poor Barber shall 
he disallowed from taking Money. xSfis 1 Browning Ming 
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4 Bk. vi. 38, 1 being disallowed to- interfere, Meddle, or make 
in a matter none of mine. 1887 Pall Mali G. 23 June 12/1 
A law of the trade which disallowed an employer to take 
more than one apprentice at a time. 

Hence Disallowed fpLa., Disallo'wing vol. so, 
and ///. a. 

1377 Langl. P. PI. B. xiv. 139 Nou3t to fonge bifore . for 
dredeofdisalowynge. c 1555 Harpsfielb Divorce Hen. VIII 
(Camden) 195 The public judgment of certain universities 
for the disproving and disallowing of his first marriage. 
1637 Gillespie Eng. Pop. Ccrem. ri. ix. 53 To practise the 
Ceremonies, with a doubting and dissalowing conscience, 
x8r8 Jas. Mill Brit. India III. ii. 79 The objection . . was 
founded upon a disallowed assumption. 1884 P all Matt G. 
12 Feb. xr/2 if the House went on voting disallowing 
motions for ever, Mr. Bradlaugh would still be one ahead. 

f Disallo'wable, a. Ohs. [f. Disallow + 
-ABLE.] Not to be allowed or permitted; not to 
be approved or sanctioned. 

1494 Fabyan Chron. vxi. 417 With these and many other 
disalowable condicions he was excercysed, which tourned 
hym to great dishonoure. 157b Fleming Panopl. Epist. 
280 What judge you of the words which I uttered: were 
they approvable, or were they disalowable? 1678 R. 
L' Estrange Seneca's Jlfor : (1702) 474 Our Passions are 
nothing else but certain Disallowable Motions of the Mind. 
1716 Bp. Smalridge i-stf Charge 21 Which though not 
wholly unlawful, nor in the laity disallowable, yet in the 
clergy are of evil fame. 

Hence f DisaLLo-wahleness, the quality of being 
disallowable. 

1727 in Bailey, vol. II. 

Disallowance (disalairans). [f. Disallow 
+ -ANCE.] The action of disallowing; refusal to 
sanction, admit, or permit; disapproval, rejection, 
prohibition. 

1565 in Parked s Corr. (1853) 267 We have consulted how 
to proceed, whereby we may have your allowance or dis- 
allowance. 1585-7 T. Rogers 39 Art. < 1607 ) 206 note. The 
approbation or disallowance of a general assembly., should 
be a matter and cause spiritual. 1631 Gouge God's A rrenos 
iii, § 14. 211 Centurions . . are commended .. without any 
reproofe or dis-allovvance of their warlike profession. 1733 
Neal. Hist. Purit . II. 559 They declare their disallowance 
of all seditious libels. 1846 Grqte Greece 1. xxi. 1 1. x8o This 
disallowance of the historical personality of Homer. 1883 
A. H. de Colyar in Rep Co. Crt. Cases Pref. xx note, The 
Rules of the Supreme Court . . come into operation on the 
24th October next, subject to disallowance by Parliament. 

fb. Mtts. Something disallowed or forbidden 
by rule ; an irregularity. Ohs. 

1597 M or ley Introd. Mus.xt The . . allowances and 
disallowances in the composition of foure parts. 1674 
Flayford Skill Mus . in. 37 The last disallowance . . is 
when the upper part stands, and the lower part falls from, 
a lesser third to a fifth. 1789 Burney Hist Mus. III. via. 
527 An excellent composition might now be produced 
merely from ancient disallowances. 1854 J. W. Moore 
CompLCycl. Music , Disallowance , A. term applied to any 
anomalous formation, or succession of chords. Two succeed- 
ing eighths, or two consecutive perfect fifths, in the same 
direction, constitute a disallowance. 

Bisallower. [f. Disallow + -er. L] One 
who disallows, or refuses to sanction. 

1672 H. More Brief Reply 74 Himself was an Opposer 
and disallower of that fond and Idolatrous Superstition. 

BisalXowment (disalau*ment). rare. [f. as 
prec. + -ment.) The action or fact of disallowing. 

1884 J. H. McCarthy Eng. under Gladstone xiv. 290 The 
disallowment roused a strong display of public feeling in 
all the Australian colonies. 

Bi sally (disabi*), v. rare. [f. Dis- 6 + Ally v.J 
irons. To free from alliance or union. 

1671 Milton Samson 1022 Nor both so loosely disabled 
Their nuptials. 1864 Swinburne Atalanta 301 Disallied 
From breath or blood corruptible. 

t Bisa lter, v. Ohs. rare [f. Dis- 5 + Alter 
zl] trans. To alter or change for the worse. 

*579. Fenton Guicciard. vii. (1599) 281 No other thing 
had disaltered the people, but the pride of the gentlemen. 

F DisaXte*rn, Ohs. rare. [f. Dis. -5 + L. 
alterndre to change from one thing to another.] 
irons. To alter or change for the worse : cf. prec. 

1635 Quarles Embl. m. iv, 0 wilt thou disaltern The rest 
thou gav’st ? 

Disamay, obs. var. of Dismay. 

Disamis (di*samis\ Logic. The mnemonic 
term (introduced by Petrus Hispanus, c 1 250) de- 
signating the second mood of the third figure of 
syllogisms, in which the major premiss is a parti- 
cular affirmative (i) } the minor a universal affir- 
mative (a), and the conclusion a particular affirma- 
tive (i). 1 

The initial letter d shows that the mood can be reduced 
to Darn, by simple conversion of the major, transposition 
of the premisses, and simple conversion of the conclusion, 
as indicated by the letters s, m, s, following the three 
vowels. ■ 

1551 T. Wilson Logike (1580' 30 The third figure ... This 
argument is reduced to Darii . . Du Mercie onely forgiveth 
synnes. sa. All mercie is purchased by faith e ; mis. Ther- 
fore by faith onely forgivenes is obteined. 1624 Be Lavvne 
tr. Du Moulin* s Logick 144. 1891 Welton Logic I. iv. iii. 
§136 Disamis. .As example we may give: ‘ Some pronouns 
in English are inflected; all such pronouns are words of 
English origin; therefore, some words of English origin 
are inflected \ Ibid., As an I proposition cam be simply 
converted, it is a matter of very small moment whether an 
argument is expressed in Disamis or in Datisi. 

Dxsariagrammatiz© : see Dis- 6. 


f DisanaTogal, a. Obs . [Dis- 10.] =next 

1676-7 Hale Contetnpl. il. Works of God (R.>, That 
knowledge, which we have in ourselves, which is utterly 
unsuitable and disanalogal to that knowledge, which is in God. 

Bisanalogous (disanDsdogas), a. [Dis- 10.] 
Having no analogy. 

x8x6 Keatinge Trav. (1817 )_ II. 174 The words . . have 
their ordinary denominations in an idiom totally disanal. 
ogous to what they have with us. 

t Disana-Xogy. Obs. rare. [Dis- 9.] Want of 
analogy ; a condition the reverse of analogous. 

x6xo W. Folkingham Art of Survey Fref. Verse 15 For 
Dis-analogies strange, strained, rude. Nor Deuiations 
curious-ill-scande. 1641 Capt. A. Mervin in Rushw. Hist. 
Coll. in. (1692! 1 . 218 Where first I observe the disanalogy, 
DisancKor (disje*qkoi), v. Also 5-7 dis-, 
dysa(u)ncre, 6-7 disan(c)kar, -er. [a. OF. 
desancre-r, f. des-, Dis- 4 + ancrer to Anchor, f. 
ancre Anchor .riM] 

1 . trans . To loosen (a ship) from its anchorage ; 
to weigh the anchor of. 

C1477 Caxton Jason 56 Thene the good patrone . . dis- 
ancred the noble shippe and went again to the see. 148* 
— Godfrey 189 They shold disancre theyr shippes and flee. 
x6oo Holland Livy xxxi. vii. 776 After he is disankered 
once . . & under saile from Corinth. 1609 Heywood Brit. 
Troy v. xxxix. xx6 Sixe Gallies they Bisanker from the 
Isle. 

fig. a 1871 Carlyle in J. W. Carlyle's Lett. (1883) II. 
346 note , Miserable feature of London life, needing to be 
dis-anchored every year,, to be made comparatively a 
nomadic, quasi-Calmuck life. 

2 . intr. To weigh anchor: said cf a ship or Its 
crew. 

a 1470 Tiptoft Caesar iii. (1530) 3 He dysauncred & de- 
parted about thre of the clocke. c 1477 Caxton Jason 38 
She went to the ship that sholde disancre for to go to 
Athenes. 1595 Drake Voy. (Hakluyt Soc.) 9 The enemie 
labored to cause us to disankar. a 1656 Ussher Ann. (1658) 
644 [They] were commanded . . to disanchor, and to depart 
from those places. x8. . Southey (F. Hall). 

Hence Disa-nchoring vhl. sb. 

1851 Carlyle Sterling 11. vi. (1872) 138 We need not 
dwell at too much length, on the foreign journeys, dis- 
anchorings, and nomadic vicissitudes of household, which 
occupy his few remaining years. 

tBisangelical, a. Obs.. [Dis- io.] 3 STot 
angelical ,* the reverse of angelical. 

ax 687 H. Mope in Norris Theory of Loite (x688) x.91 It 
were a thing Disangelical, if I may so speak, and undivine. 
1736 H. Coventry Philemon to Hyd. 11. (T.), The opinion 
of that learned casuist., who accounts for the shame attend- 
ing these pleasures of the sixth sense, as he is pleased to 
call them, from their disangelical nature. 
Disangularize, v. : see Dis- 6. 

Disanimal, v . : see Dis- 7 b. 

+ Bisa-nimate, a. Obs. rare. [f. Dis- 10 y 
Animate a.] Deprived of life ; inanimate. 

x68x P. Rycaut Critick 228 They saw., many disanimate 
Bodies. 

Bisanimate (disaemim^t), v. [f. Dis- 6 + 
Animate v., prob. after F. ddsanimer (1 5-1 6th c. in 
Godef. Suppl.)I\ 

1 . trans. To deprive of life, render lifeless. 

1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. iv. vii. 196 In carcasses 
warme and bodies newly disammated. 1678 Cudworth 
Intel! Syst. 38 That Soul and Life that is now' fled and gone, 
from a lifeless Carcase, is only a loss to that particular Body 
or Com pages of Matter, which by means thereof is now dis. 
animated. 1833 [see Bisanimated below]. 

2 . To deprive of spirit, courage, or vigour; to 
discourage, dispirit, dishearten. 

1583 Stubbes Anat. Abus. 11. (1882) 39 [They] also rather 
animate, than disanimate them to perseuere in their wicked- 
nes. 1591 Shaks. i Hen. V/, m. i. 183. 1638 Sir T. 

Herbert Trav. (ed. 2) 183 Yet the sublime height did not 
disanimate us. 1702 C. Mather Magn. Chr. vii. App. (1852) 
604 The garrisons were so disanimated at these disasters. 
1791-18x4 [see Disanimating below' ]. 

Hence Bisamimated ppl. a.; Disa'nimatmg 
vbl.sb. and///, a. 

1624 Capt. Smith Virginia hi. xii. 94 After the expence 
of fifteene yeares more, .grow they disanimated. 1677 
Lp, Orrery Art of War 199 May it not be a greater 
Disanimating of the Soldiery ? 1751 E. Darwin Bot. 

Card. 1. 87 To. .stay Despair’s disanimating sigh. 1814 
Southey Roderick xviil 83 From whence disanimating 
fear had driven The former primate. 1833 Lamb Elia Sen 
11. Product. Mod. Art, [The Dryad] linked to her own con- 
natural tree, co-twisting with its limbs her own till both 
seemed either — these animated branches ; those disanimated 
members. , 

Bisarnima-tion. [n. of action f. Disanimate 
».] The action of disanimating: a. Privation 
of life. b. Discouragement, disheartening. 

1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. in. x. 128 Affections 
which depend on life, and depart upon disanimation. Ibid. 
m. xxv. 178 A Glow-worme will afford a faint light, almost 
a dayes space when many will conceive it dead ; but this is 
a mistake in the compute of death, and terme of disanima- 
tion. 1828 Webster, Disammation, the act of discourag- 
ing ; depression of spirits. 

Bis annex (disane*ks), v. Also 5 disanex. 
[a. OF. desannexe-r (1475 in Godef.): see Dis- 1 
and Annex.] trans . To separate (that which is 
annexed) ; to disjoin, disunite. 

1495 Act xi Hen. VII, c. 34 Preamb., The same. .Here- 
ditamentes shuld be . . separat severed and disanexed from 
the Duchie of Cornwall. 1628 Coke On Litt. 190 b, The 
feoffor cannot disannex the advowson from the manor. 


DISAJTNEXATIOSr 


DISAPPOINTING. 


without deed. 1719 T. Gordon Cordial for Low Spirits 
L 270 [It] became part of the English Dominions .. and 
could not be disannexed but by Act of Parliament. 1869 
Echo 9 Mar., The object of the Bill was to disannex from 
the Provostship of the College [Oriel] a canonry of Rochester 
and a valuable rectory, which now formed part of the en- 


dowment. 

Hence Disanne*xing vbl. so. 

1831 Coleridge Table-L 17 Dec., The disannexing and 
independence of Ireland. 

Bisannexation (disseneks^-Jan). [f. Disan- 
nex, after annexation,] The action of disannex- 
ing; separation (of something annexed). 

1884 Q. Rev. July 148 note* The idea of the disannexation 
of the Transkei has been abandoned. 1885 Lady Herbert 
tr. Lagrange s Dupanloup II. 130 Ceaseless fears of an- 
nexation and disannexation. 

Disannul (disanrrl), v. Also 5-6 dys-, 5-8 
-anull. [f. Djs- 5 + Annul v. Cf, the parallel 
forms DrsNULL, Denull.] 

1 . irons. To cancel and do away with ; to make 
null and void, bring to nothing, abolish, annul. 

1494 Faryan Chron. vn. 347 He laboured that he myght 
do dysanull y e former ordenaunces and statutes, and to cause 
them to be broken. 1526 Tindale Matt. v. 1 7 Ye shall not 
thinke that Lam come to disanull the lawe. 1535 Cover- 
dale Job xl. 3 Wilt thou disanulle my judgment? 1590 
Shaks. Com. Err. 1. i. 145 Our Lawes .. Which Princes, 
would they, may not disanull. 1634 Canne Necess. Separ. 
(1849) 52 The whole action is disannulled and made void. 
1691 Ray Creation 1. (1704) 44 They endeavour to evacuate 
and disannul our great Argument. 1745 in Col. Fee. Penn- 
sylv. JV. 775 To disanull the Engagements and destroy the 
Amity subsisting between them. 1840 Miss M ulock Ogil* 
vies xiv, A solemn troth-plight, which .. no earthly power 
ought ever to disannul. 

f 2 . To deprive by the annulment of one's title ; 
fig. to do out of Const, from, of. Obs. 

iSS^ Chron. Gr. Friars (Camden) 79 Soo by that they be 
dyschargyd and dyssanullyd from alle mauer of inherrytans 
of the impenalle crowne. 1604 T. M, Black Bk. B iv b, Are 
we disanuld of our first sleepe, and cheated of our dreames 
and fantasies? 1613 Answ. Uncasing Machivil's Instr. 
E ij, That will, .disanul thee of thy quiet rest. 

Hence DisaunuTling- vbl. sb . ; also Disannul- 
led one who disannuls ; Bisannulment, the fact 
of disannulling. 

1586 T. B, La Prim and. Fr. Acad. 1. 337 The dlsanulling 
of all gold and silver coine, and the appointing of yron mouie 
onely to be currant. 1600 E. Blount tr. Conestaggio 65 
If any thing were done by them that was absolutely good, 
it was the disannulling of the impost of salt. 1611 Cotgr., 
Nulliti, a nullitie, annihilation, disannulment. ax 625 
Fletcher Womans Prize ir. v, In which business Two of 
the disanullers lost their night-caps. 1753 Johnson, Disan- 
nulment. 179 a G. Washington Let. Writ. 1891 XII. 157 The 
right of disannulling is reserved to the government. 1818 
Colebrooke Treat. Obligations I. xoi He is debarred from 
, . insisting on the delay as a disannulment of it. 288a 
Standard 23 Dec. 1/2, 1 agree to the disannulment of our 
engagement on certain conditions 

Bisanoint (disanoi'nt),^. [f.Dis-6 + Anoint.] 
trans. To undo the anointing or consecration of. 
Hence Disanornted, Disanornting ppl. adjs. 

1648 Milton Tenure Kings (1649) 2 They have, .bandied 
and. borna^ armes against their King, devested him, dis- 
anointed him. 1820 Keats Hyperion 11. 98 For Fate Had 
pour’d a mortal oil upon his head, A disanointing poison. 
2867 Trench Shipwrecks Faith 47 There is something un- 
utterably pathetic in that yearning of the disanointed King 
iSaul].. 1872 Swinburne Songs bef. Sunrise, Halt bef. Rome 
175 His blessings, as other men’s curses Disanoint where 
they consecrate Kings. 

Disanswerable a . : see Dis- 1 o. 


+Disappa*rel, v. Obs. [f.Dis-6 + Apparels/.; 
perhaps after F. dlsappareiller (1 ith c, in Littre) 
cf. Sp. desaparejar to unharness, unrig, Pg. des- 
aparelhar to unrig, unmast.] trans. To deprive 
of apparel ; to disrobe, undress. Also Jig. 

1580 Sidney A rcadia hi. 336 Zelmane disapparelling her- 
self,. 2627-77 F eltham Resolves 1. lxxxiv. 128 The Cup is 
the betrayer of the mind, and does disapparel the soul. 
02649 Drumm. of Hawth. Cjpress Grove VVks. {1712) 119 
Every day we rise and lie down, apparel and disapparel 
our selves, weary our bodies and refresh them. 2632 Ben- 
lovves Theoph. xiil c. 249 Thus entertain we death, as 
friend To disapparel us for Glories endlesse end. 

b. intr. for rejl. Cf. undress. 

2635 H. Vaughan Silex Scint. 1. (1858) 51 I’le disapparell, 
anc [to.huy But one half glaunce most gladly dye. 

t Bisapparition. obs. rare, [f. Dis- 9 + 
Apparition ; after disappear.) — Disappearance. 

1790 Herschel in Phil. Trans. LXXX, 479 Its disap- 
P aritl ° n * n general, and in my telescopes its faintness when 
turned edgeways, are in no manner favourable to this idea. 
2796 W. Taylor in Robberds Mem. I, 97 The still dis- 
mmtiou of the tumult and bustle. 

Disappear (disapDu), v. Forms : 6 disap ere, 
7 disappeer, -appeare, 7- disappear, [f. Dis- 6 
"h v,, after F, disparaUre , disparaiss-, of 

which the earlier direct reprs. were Disparish and 
Dispear, q, v . 

Tin Palsgr., but app. not in common use before 17th c. 
Not m Shales., nor in Bible of 1611.)] 

1. intr. To cease to appear or be visible ; to 
vanish from sight. The reverse of Appear. 

*S3o Palsgr. 517/1 The vysion disapered incontynent. 

Cockeram, Disappears, to vanish out of sight. 2647 
Clarendon Hist. Feb. I. (1843) 27/2 There appeared to him, 
on tne side of his bed, a man . . after this discourse he dis- 
appeared. 1 665 Sir T. Herbert Trav. (x6 7 7> 388 When 
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the Sun is deprest and disappearing. 2 667 Milton P. L. 
vin. 478 She disappeerd, and left me dark, I wak’d To find 
her, or for ever to deplore Her loss, a 2704 Locke (J.), 
The pictures drawn in our minds are laid in fading colours, 
and, if not sometimes refreshed, vanish and disappear. 
2726 Adv. Capt. R. Boyle 271 The Cloud upon my Wife’s 
Face began to disappear by degrees. 2860 Tyndall Glac. 1. 
xxvii. 212, I saw the leader sink and suddenly disappear. 

b. Of a line or thing extended in space, which 
ends by gradually ceasing to be distinguishable, 
or ‘dies away* by blending with something else; 
to be traceable no farther. 

*753 , Hogarth Anal. Beauty 9 Its opposite thread is lost, 
ana disappears on the other. 2860 Tyndall Glac. 1. ix. 63 
A moraine ., disappearing at the summit of the cascade. 
Mod. ( Entomol .) A species of moth with a particular line 
disappearing at the subcostal vein. 

2 . To cease to be present, to depart; to pass from 
existence, pass away, be lost. 

2665 Hooke Microgr. 98 If. .the surface has been long ex- 
pos’d .. these small caverns are fill’d with dust, and dis- 
appear. 2784 Cowper Task in. 814 As duly as the swallows 
disappear. __ 2874 Morley Compromise (1886) 235 A species of 
plant or animal disappears in face of a better adapted species. 
2884 Gustafson Found. Death i. (ed. 3) 13 The works of 
the few writers of antiquity who ventured to treat of these 
mysteries, .have tracelessly disappeared, 
b. of things immaterial. 

a 1700 Dryden (J.), When the night and winter disappear. 
The purple morning rising with the year, Salutes the Spring. 
1809 -20 Coleridge Friend (iS 6 $) 38 Effects will not, indeed, 
immediately disappear with their causes. 2862 H. Spencer 
First Princ. . iv. § 26 (1875) 91 Our conception of the 
Relative itself disappears, if our conception of the Absolute 
is a pure negation. 1893 Weekly Notes 83/2 The distinction 
between meritorious and non-meritorious creditors had dis- 
appeared. 

Disappearance (disapl»*rans). [f. Disappear 
v. + -ance, after appearance .] The action of dis- 
appearing ; passing away from sight or observation; 
vanishing. 

27*2 Addison Sped. No. 3x7 7* 2 Not likely to be remem- 
bred a Moment after their Disappearance. 2794 S. Wil- 
liams Vermont 115 The usual times of the appearance and 
disappearance of these birds. 2847 Emerson Repr. Men, 
Montaigne Wks. (Bohn) I. 352 Let a man learn . . to bear 
the disappearance of things he was wont to reverence, with- 
out losing his reverence. 1856 Stanley Sinai <$• Pal. viii. 
(1858) 328 The sudden appearances and disappearances, 
which baffled all the zeal of his enemies. 2871 Morley 
Voltaire (1886) 351 The final disappearance of many ideas 
which foster anti-social tendencies. 

Disappearer (disapie-roi). [f. Disappear + 
-er l.] One who disappears or vanishes. 

1882 N. V. Tribune 14 June, Prickly comfrey, which .. 
was going to do such great things for our agriculture, seems 
to have joined the mysterious disappearer*. 2889 Daily 
News. 8 Oct. ^ 5/2 The learned Feithius, who ‘chanced to 
pop his head into a fuller’s shop * and never came out again, 
was a model of a disappearer. 

Disappearing, vbl. sb. [f. as prec. + -ing b] 
The action of the verb to Disappear. 

2611 Cotgr., Disparoissance, a disappearing, or vanishing 
out of sight. 1662 S, P. Acc. Latitude Men in Phenix if. 
514 The appearing of new Stars and disappearing of old. 
2726 Adv. Capt. R. Boyle 285 All the Discourse was of 
Don Roderigo’s sudden disappearing. 2807 T. Thomson 
Ckem. 11 . 1x5 It is impossible . . to account for the dis- 
appearing of the two gases, or the appearance of the water, 
without admitting that this liquid is actually composed of 
oxygen and hydrogen. 

Disappearing, ppl a. [f. as prec. + -ing 2 .] 
That disappears or passes out of sight. 

2886 Daily News 9 Nov. 2/7 The defendant . . performed 
the trick with his daughter as the disappearing lady. 2887 
Fortn. Rev.. Nov. {Brit. Army), We are behindhand., 
in disappearing guns, in cupolas and shields, and in sub- 
marine mining. 2891 Daily News 7 Oct. 5/3 Witnessing 
target practice with the so-called disappearing gun.. The 
gun is hoisted for firing, and immediately upon the discharge 
falls back into position. 

t Bisappe*ndancy, -ency. Obs. rare- 1 , [f. 
Dis- 9 + Appendancy.] Laiv. The condition or 
quality of being disappendant ; an instance of this. 

2760 Burn Eccles. Law (1767) I. 6 ijod.) A disappendency 
may be also temporary. 

t Disappe*ndant, -ent, a. Obs. [f. Dis- io 
+ Appendant.] Law. The opposite of Appen- 
dant ; detached from being an appendancy. 

2642 Perkins Prof. Bk. v. § 436. 188 If the Baylywick or 
Faire be disappendant in fee from the Manour, 1760 Burn 
Eccles. Law (1767) I. 7 (Jod.) The advowson is made dis- 
appendent. 

Disappoint (disapoi*nt), v. Also 5-6 dis- 
apoynte, 6 disap oincte, -apoint, -apoynt, -ap- 
poynte, dys-. [ad. F. disappoint er (14th c. in 
Hatz.-Darm.), f. des- (Dis- 4} + appointer to Ap- 
point. See also Disfoint.] 

1 . trans. To undo the appointment of ; to deprive 
of an appointment, office, or possession; to dis- 
possess, deprive. Obs. (exc. as nonce-wd 

[1489 see Dispoint.] 2586 T. B. La Primaud. Fr. Acad. 
1. 582 A monarch . . hath power . .to appoint or to disappoint 
the greatest officers. 2824 Byron Juan xvi. lxxv, He would 
keep it Till duly disappointed or dismiss’d, 1869 Spurgeon 
Treas, Dav. Ps. xi. 6 God’s Anointed is appointed, and shall 
not be disappointed. 

2 , To frustrate the expectation or desire of (a 
person) ; to defeat, balk, or deceive in fulfilment of 
desire. Const, f of in , with. 


2494 Fa by an Chron. vn. ccxxxiv. 270 He, contrary his 
proniyse, dyd disapoynte them, and nothynge ayded them. 
*555 Watreman Fardle Facions Ded. 4 Neuer disapointed 
of honourable successe. 2697 Potter Antiq. Greece 11. ii, 
(1715) 183 [They] were miserably disappointed of their ex- 
pectations. 2749 Fielding Tom Jones x. iii, Disappointed- 
m the woman whom . . he had mistaken for his wife. 2821 
Shelley Prometh. Unh. iii. iv. 228, I ..first was disap- 
pointed not to see Such mighty change as I had felt within 
Expressed in outward things. 1839 T. Beale Nat .. H ist . 
Sperm Whale 204, I was much disappointed with its ap- 
pearance. Mod. I should be sorry to disappoint you. If 
they rely on him, he will be sure to disappoint them, 
f b. To defeat (faction, effort, etc.). Obs. 

2582 N. Lichefield tr. Castanheda's Cong. E. Ind. lxv, 
132 Howbeit to disappoint them of their suttle dealing. 2387 
Golding De Momay x. (1617) 149 The Adamant or Lode- 
stone .. is disappointed of his force by Garlicke. 

1 3 . To break off (what has been appointed or 
fixed) ; to fail to keep or comply with (an en- 
gagement) ; to fail to fulfil an appointment with (a 
person). Cf. Appoint v. 3, Obs. 

1530 Palsgr. 517/2, 1 disapoynte, I breake a poyntement 
with a person. 2542 Henry VIII Declar. Scots 293 The 
... metyng was not onely disappoynted, but . . an inuasion 
made .. into our realme. 2382 York Bakers' Guild § 39 in 
A rchseol. Rev. (1888) May, If any jurneyman .. dothe 
promise anie maister to come and helpe him to bake ^ at 
tyme appointed, and . . go to an other to worke, and dis- 
apoint the maister. 2633 Bp. Hall Hard Texts, N, T. 363 
So as to put off and disappoint the day which he had set, 

4 . To undo or frustrate anything appointed or 
determined ; to defeat the realization or fulfilment of 
(plans, purposes, intentions) ; to balk, foil, thwart 
(anticipations, hopes, etc.). 

2579 Tomson Calvin's Serin. Tim, 99/2 Not yt any mortall 
men can disappoint that which God hath established from 
heauen. 2612 Bible Prov. xv. 22 Without counsell, pur- 
poses are disappointed. 1689 C. Hatton in H. Corr. (1878) 
II. 133 Y* fatal! resolution, .hath disapointed y‘ delivery of 
y r letter. 2715-20 Pope Iliad vn. 304 The wary Trojan 
shrinks, and, bending low Beneath his buckler, disappoints 
the blow. 1718 Lady M. W. Montagu Let. to Lady Rich 
26 Mar., I can answer without disappointing your expec- 
tations. 1818 Cruise Digest (ed. 2) II. 433 On purpose 
that the testator’s intention snould be wholly frustrated, 
and that the tenant for life should be under a temptation 
to disappoint the will. 2832 Hr. Martineau Homes Abroad 
ix, The junction of penal with voluntary emigration tends. . 
to disappoint the purposes of the one, and to extinguish 
the benefits of the other. 2853 Macaulay Hist. Eng. III. 
265 This ambitious hope Louvois was bent on disappointing. 
1873 F. Hall in Scribner's Mag. VI. 466/2 Nor is this ex- 
pectation frequently disappointed. 

t b. To undo, destroy, overthrow. Obs. 

2622 Cotgr., Desbraquer, to vnplant, or dismount artil- 
lerie; to wry, or disappoint the leuell thereof. 1633 Bi\ 
FI all Hard Texts 311 All those curious and wealthy Trades 
of them who worke in fine flaxe .. Shall be utterly undone 
and disappointed. 2709 Steele Tatter No. 135 ? 1 They 
endeavour to disappoint the good works of the most learned 
..of men. 2712 tr. Pomet's Hist. Drugs I. 26 Disappointing 
all the ill Effects of the Viperine poison, 
t 5 . To appoint, equip, or accoutre improperly, 
Cf. Appoint i 5. Obs. 

2587 Golding De Momay i. 7 In painting thy Pictures 
thou doest not so disapoint thy selfe. 

+ Bisappornt, sb. Obs. rare. [f. prec. vb.] 
The act of disappointing ; disappointment. 

2642 Rogers Naaman 267 The more desirable the object, 
the greater the disappoint, a *656 Bp. Hall Soliliquies 43 
There is nothing more troublesome in human Society than 
the disappoint of trust and failing of friends. 

+ Bisapporntable, a. Obs. rare -°. [f. Dis- 
appoint v. •+• -able.] Liable to be deprived of 
office, etc. 

2611 Cotgr., Destituable , destituable, disappointable. 

Disappointed, ppl. a. [f. as prec. + -ED b] 

1 . Having one’s anticipations frustrated ; foiled, 
thwarted. 

2552 Hulof.t, Disapoynted,/r^m*3Ay. 2744 R. Liddell. 
Let. to Lady Denbigh to May in Zth Rep. Hist. MSS. 
Comm., The disappointed people who were invited have 
lost their dance. 1781 Gibbon DecLfy F. II. 207 The dis- 
appointed monarch ., was thrice repulsed with loss and 
ignominy. 2862 Geo. Eliot Silas M. xo The anguish of 
disappointed faith. 

f Improperly appointed, equipped, or fitted 
out; unfurnished, unprepared. Obs. 

2602 Shaks. Ham. 1. v. 77 Cut off euen in the Blossomes 
of my Sinne, Vnhouzzied, disappointed, vnnaneld. 02659 
Cleveland Sing-song xxxv, The Bridegroom in at last did 
rustle, All disappointed in the Bustle, The Maidens had 
shav’d his Breeches. 

Hence Disappointedly adv., in a disappointed 
manner. 

2880 Mrs. Burnett Louisiana 12, I would rather have 
* Louise % she said, disappointedly. '■ 

Dis appoi* xiter . [f. as prec. + ~ERb] One who 
or that which disappoints. 

2822 Leigh Hunt in Examiner 14 Dec. 786/2 He is not 
the disappointer of hopes. 2820 Ibid. No. 616. 66/1 Royal 
disappointers and promise-breakers. 

Disappointing, vbl. sb. [f. as prec. + -ING b] 
The action ofthevb. Disappoint; disappointment. 

1580 Hollyband Treas. Fr. Tong , Destitution <$• Delais - 
sement , destituting or disappointing. 2643 M ilton Divorce 
iii. (1851) 26 The disappointing of an impetuous nerve. 

Disappointing, ppl. a. [f. as prec. 4- -ING 2 ] 
That disappoints ; that belies hope or expectation. 

2530 Palsgr. 310/1 Disapoyntyng ,fmstratif. 2836 Keblk 
in Lyra Apost. {1849) *99 Vain disappointing dream ! 2884 
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Fortn. Rev. June 8x2 The sons of Jacob were . . a disap- 
pointing set of young men. 

Hence Disappointingly adv., in a disappoint- 
ing manner. Disappoi-ntingness, disappointing 
quality. 

1870 Fail Mail G. 25 Aug. 5/1 [Apparatus] disappoint- 
ingly useless. 1874 L. Stephen Hours in Library (1892) 
I. x. 371 The light verses and essays . . are disappointingly 
weak. 1887 Cheyne^ Job $ Solom on v i, The main point 
for us to emphasise is the disappointing ness of the events 
of the epilogue regarded as the final outcome of Job’s 
spiritual discipline. 

Disappointment (disapoi-ntmSnt). [f. Dis- 
appoint v. + -mbnt : cf. F. desappointement (14- 
15th c. in Hatz.-Darm.) ; also Dispointment.] 

1. The fact of disappointing ; the frustration or 
non-fulfilment of expectation, intention, or desire. 

16x4 Raleigh Hist. World iv. v. § xi (R.) Such disap- 
pointment of expectation doth much abate the courage of 
men in fight. 1690 Norris Beatitudes (1692) X. 25 Not that 
which the World understands by Disappointment, the not 
compassing what you design’d . . but the not enjoying what 
you have compassed, the Disappointment of Fruition. 1700 
Tyrrell Hist. Eng . II. 1107 Penalties, .for the disappoint- 
ment of the Lord by his Ward’s marrying himself without 
his consent 1794 S. Williams Vermont 139 All the pros- 
pects of success and disappointment. i860 Tyndall Glac. 
31. ix. 271 Severe labour and frequent disappointment had 
taught observers the true conditions of success, 
b. with a. and//. An instance of this. 

16x4 Bp. H all Recoil. Treat. 935 Lest . . he ,, should 
want means of speedy thankesgiving for so gratious a dis- 
appointment ; beholde a Ram stands ready for the sacrifice. 
2752 Johnson Rambler No. 196 r 4 Hope will predominate 
in every mind, till it has been suppressed by frequent dis- 
appointments. x 856 Geo. Eliot F. Holt (1868) 23 She saw 
clearly that the meeting with the son had been a disap- 
pointment in some way. 

2 . The state or condition of being disappointed, 
with its resulting feeling of dejection. 

1:756 Bukkk Subl. B. I. v, If pleasure be abruptly broken 
off, there ensues an uneasy sense called disappointment. 
1822 Lamb Elia Ser. n. Detached Tk. on Bks ., Newspapers 
always excite curiosity. No one ever lays one down with- 
out a feeling of disappointment. 1856 Froude Hist. Eng. 
(1858) I. ii. 1x8 The disappointment was intense in propor- 
tion to the interests which were at issue. 

3 . ellipt. A cause of disappointment ; a thing or 
person that disappoints. 

1765 Cowper Lett. 1 Aug., One who has been a disappoint- 
ment and a vexation to them ever since he has been of con- 
sequence enough to be either. 1843 Miss Mitford in 
L’Estrange Life III. x. 177 Bath is a disappointment — 
monotonous, bald, poor, and dead. 

Bisapprecxate (disaprrji^t), v. [f. Dis- 6 
+ Appreciate,] trans. To regard with the reverse 
of appreciation ; to undervalue. 

1828 in Webster; whence in mod. Diets. 

So Disappreciation, the reverse of appreciation. 
Disapprobation i disseprabtf ] ‘-Jan), [f. Dis- 9 
+ Approbation, after disapprove ; so mod.F. dis- 
approbation { 1 8th c. in Hatz.-Darm,).] The action 
or fact of disapproving ; the feeling or utterance of 
moral condemnation ; disapproval. 

1647 Clarendon Hist. Reb. v. (1843) 217/2 Which im- 
plied a disapprobation, at least, if not a contempt of their 
carriage towards him. 1603 Loud. Gaz. No. 2843/1 The 
Pope has declared . . his Disapprobation of his Imperial 
Majesties having Erected a Ninth Electorate. 1792 A need. 
W. Fitt I. xx. 323 His Majesty betrayed some signs of 
disapprobation. 1831 Scott Cast. Dang, vii, A murmur 
of disapprobation ran through the warriors present. 1887 
R. Garnett Carlyle iv, * Sartor the publisher acquainted 
him, ‘excites universal disapprobation*. 

Disapprobative (disfe-pr^tiv), a. [f. Dis- 
10 + Approbative ; after disapprove , disapproba- 
tion i] Characterized by or expressing disappro- 
bation; disapprobatory. 

1824 J. Gilchrist Etym. Interfir. 83 They are all appro- 
bative or disapprobative. 1873 Miss Broughton Nancy 
II. 102 Now I look at him with a disgustful and disappro- 
bative eye. 

Disapprobatory (disse-pr^tori), a. [f. Dis- 
10 + Approbatory : cf. prec.] Characterized by 
disapproving ; conveying or implying disapproval. 

1828 Webster, Disapprobatory, containing disapproba- 
tion; tending to disapprove. 1867 Carlyle (x88x) 

II. Api>. 322 Eminent men ..had stood pointedly silent, 
dubitative, disapprobatory. 1877 Flora L. Shaw Castle 
Blair (1882) 38 Mr. Plunkett looked as though he felt some- 
how vaguely disapprobatory. 

Disappropriate (dissepr^-prii/t), ppl . a. [ad. 
med. or mod.L. disappropriat-us , f. Dis- 4 + appro- 
priatus Appbopriate. In F. desapproprif] De- 
prived of appropriation ; severed from connexion 
with a religious corporation. 

1613 Sir H. Finch Law (X636) 14 A Church appropriated 
to a spiritual corporation, becommeth disappropriate, if the 
corporation be dissolued. 1765 Blackstone Comm . I. 386 
If the corporation which has the appropriation is dissolved, 
the parsonage becomes disappropriate at common law. 

Disappropriate (disseprffu-pri^t), v. [f. ppl. 
Stem of med. or mod.L. disappropriare , f. Dis- 4 + 
appropridre to Appropriate : in F. dfrapproprier, 
(17th c. in Hatz.-Darm.).] 

1 . trans. To dissolve the appropriation of; to 
take away from that to which it has been appro- 
priated. See Appropriate a. 1. 

*656 Burton's Diary (1828) I. 299 A Bill for the disappro- 


priating of the Rectory appropriate to Preston. 1765 Black- 
stone Comm . I. 386 At the dissolution of monasteries., 
the appropriations of the several parsonages, which belonged 
to those respective religious houses .. would have been by 
the rules of the common law disappropriated. 2798 Bentham 
Let.* to Pole Carezu 16 Aug. Wks. (1838-1843} X. 325 If the 
portion of revenue at present appropriated . . was to be dis- 
appropriated. 

2 . To render (a thing) no longer the private 
property or possession of any one. Obs. rare— 1 . / 
1645 Milton Tetrack. (1851) 186 To assist nature in dis- 
appropriating that evil which by continuing proper becomes 
destructive. 

Disappropria s tion B [n. of action, f. prec. : 
cf. F. disappropriation (17th c.).] The action of 
rendering disappropriate. 

1727-51 Chambers Cycl. s.v. Appropriation, To dissolve 
an appropriation, it is enough to present a clerk to the bishop, 
and he to institute and induct him : for that once done, the 
benefice returns to its former nature. This is called disap- 
propriation. 

Disapprovable (disaprz 7 -vab’l), a. [f. Dis- 
approve v ., after Approvable.] To be disap- 
proved of ; worthy of disapproval. 

1657 Tomlinson Renou’s DisJ>. 554 That manner wherein 
the Cassia is so long coeted, is _ disapproveable. 1875 
M’Cosh Scott. Philos, xii. xox Distinguishing good and 
approvable actions from bad and disapprovable ones. 

Disapproval (disaprz?val). [f. Disapprove 
v. 9 after Approval.] The action or fact of dis- 
approving; moral condemnation of what is con- 
sidered wrong ; disapprobation. 

2662 Glanvill Lux Orient, iv. (R.), There being not a 
word let fall from them in disapproval of that opinion. 2818 
Todd, Disapproval, a word, like approval not common^ but 
which has been used, I think, in modern times, for disap- 
probation. 1856 F roude Hist. Eng. I. 273 The disapproval 
with which good men regard acts of sin. 2874 Green Short 
Hist. vi. § 6. 336 His silent disapproval was more telling 
than the opposition of obscurer foes. 

Disapprove (disaprzrv), V. [prob. a. OF. 
*desaprove-r, mod.F. dhapprouve-r to disapprove, 
f. dis-, Dis- 4 + aprover , approuver to Approve. 
Onr earliest quot. however is earlier than the first 
recorded in Hatz.-Darm. (1535).] 
f 1 . trans. To prove to be untrue or wrong; to 
Disprove. Obs. 

1482 Caxton Tully’s Friendship , Or at. G. Flaminhts F j a, 
The vulgar oppynyon. . I holde it ful easy to disapprove syth 
it is so full of errours. 2540 Coverdale Confut. Standish 
Wks. II. 378 Sundry places of scripture, the circumstances 
whereof doth utterly disapprove your doctrine. 1607 Top- 
sell Serpents (1658) 723 Such like vanities have the ancient 
Heathens .. firmly believed, till .. experience disapproved 
their inventions. 2760-72 tr. Juan 4 Ulloa's Voy. (ed. 3) 
I. Pref. 9 Things not thoroughly proved, or absolutely dis- 
approved ; but which are reserved for further examination. 
2793 Mrs. Parsons Mem. Mrs. Menville IV. 25 My conduct 
shall disapprove her malicious conjectures. 

2 . The reverse of to Approve ; to regard with 
disfavour or moral condemnation ; to feel or ex- 
press disapprobation of. 

2647 Cowley Mistress, Love gone over. Hi, Fate does dis- 
approve Th’ Ambition of thy Love. 2652 Hobbes Leviath. 
in. xlii. 280 Some approved, others disapproved the Inter- 
pretation of St. Paul. 2723 Steele Englishman No. 31. 
297 Why must I hear what I disapprove, because others 
see what they approve? 2833 Ht, Martineau Brooke 
Farm i, I disapprove the object of such a meeting. 2856 
Mrs. Browning Aur. Leigh n. 960 Henceforth none Could 
disapprove me. 

absol. 2727 Pope Eloisa 259 Nature stands check’d ; Re- 
ligion disapproves, . 2849 Macaulay Hist. Eng. II. 97 
Rochester, disapproving and murmuring, consented to serve. 

3 . intr. with of [ft rarely to). =2. Also with in- 
direct passive. 

1726 Shelvocke Voy. round World (1757) 213 This, .was 
not disapproved of by some of my people who eat of it. 
2745 Wesley Answ. Ch. 4, I wholly disapprove of all 
these Positions. 1799 Sickelmore A gties 4 L. I. 282 Don 
Sebastian enquired to what . . the Count de Tourville 
could disapprove. 2828 Scorr F. M. Perth xxxiv, The 
leader disapproved of this arrangement. 2875 Jowett 
Plato fed. 2) V. x8t Modern jurists would disapprove of 
the redress of injustice being purchased only at an increas- 
ing risk. 

Hence Disapproved ppl. a., Disappro ving 1 
vbl. sb. and ppl. a . ; Disapprovingly adv., in a 
disapproving manner ; also + Disappro'vement, 
disapproval ; Disappro ve^ one who disapproves. 

2648 J % Goodwin Right 4 Might 11 A disapprovement of 
the factious carriage of things. 2653 Milton Hirelings 
Wks. (2851) 375 Wrung out of mens Purses to maintain 
a disapprov’d^ Ministry against thir Conscience. 2654-5 
Ld. Hatton in Nicholas Papers (Camden) II. 265 , 1 find 
my selfe exceedingly out in the approving or disapproving 
of persons. 1661 Boyle Style of Script Ep. Ded. ! 2675) 8 
Not incompetent judges .. have been pleased to give these 
papers no disapproving character. 2794 Hist, in Ann. Reg. 
207 Every disapprover of their politics and religious tenets. 
2820 Foster Ess. Evils Pop. Ignorance 178 The disapproves 
of the designs for educating the people. 183a Examiner 
646/2, I have spoken disapprovingly of the method. x86o 
Ellicott Life our Lord v. 229 note, The opinion . . is noticed, 
not disapprovingly, by Lightfoot 1866 Geo. E liot F, Holt 
(2868) 26 There was unkind triumph or disapproving pity in 
the glances of greeting neighbours. 

Disaproned (dis^-prand),///. a. [f. *disapron 
vb. : see Dis- 7 a.] Divested or devoid of an 
apron. 

2832 Carlyle Sari. Res . 11. iii, 1 entered this main street 


of the place, and saw . . the aproned or disaproned Burghers 
’ "ast. 

Obs. rare. [f. Dis- 6 + Apt v. 
unfit. 

1622 Cotgr., DisadjustS . . disapted. Disadjuster, to 
disadiust . .disapt. a 2618 Sylvester Tobacco Battered 619 
Yet doth the custom© Disnerve the bodie, and disapt the 
minde. 

t Disa’pten, zv obs. rare, [see -en °.] —prec. 

a 2655 Vines Lord's Supper (2677) 36 Such sins as carnalize 
the heart, and disapten us for spiritual fruition. 

Disar, obs. form of Dicer. 

Disarchbisliop : see Dis- 7 b. 

Disard, obs. or archaic form of Dizzard. 

Disare, var. Disour, Obs . 

t Disarr thmetic, v. nonce-wd. [Dis- 7.] 

2606 Warner A lb. Eng. xv 1. ci. 400 Minerva suffreth 
violence when Phao makes her faire, May such be disarith- 
metickt, his Creatures that are. 

Disarm (disaum), v. Also 5 des-, dys-. [In 
15th c. desarm[e , a. F. dtearmer (nth c. in Hatz.- 
Darm.), f, des-, Dis- 4 + armor to Arm.] 

1 . trans. To deprive of arms, to take the arms or 
weapons from. Const, of. 

2481 Caxton Godfrey (E.E.T.S) 224 The Turkes..toke 
thise .xij. men by force, and desarmed them. 2628 Rowlands 
Night Raven 33 All those he after ten a clocke did finde, 
He should disarme of weapons they did beare. 1667 
Milton P. L. hi. 253 Death . . shall .. stoop Inglorious, of 
his mortal sting disarm’d. 1765-9 Blackstone Comm. (1793) 
328 A proclamation for disarming papists. 2828 Scott 
F. M. Perth xxxii, The new comers had . . entered the 
Castle, and were in the act of disarming the small garrison. 
2849 Macaulay^ Hist. Eng. II. 139 A. royal order came from 
Whitehall for disarming the population. 

b. To force his weapon from the hand of (an 
opponent) in fighting or fencing. 

2530 Palsgr. 517/1 He was desarmed at the first course. 
1548 Hall Chron., Hen. VIII , 82 b, The kyng of England 
with few strokes disarmed his counter partie. 1610 Shaks. 
Temp. 1. ii. 472 Come, from thy ward. . I can heere disarme 
thee with this sticke, And make thy weapon drop. 1700 S. L. 
tr. Fryke's Voy. E. Ind. 260, I made another pass at him, 
and fortunately run him into the Shoulder, and disarm’d 
h im. 1833 Regul. Imtr. Cavalry 1. 223 He may be disarmed 
by the ‘ Left Parry 

e. To divest of armour ; to strip the defensive 
armour off (a man or horse), arch. 

c 1489 Caxton Sonnes of Aymon iii. 91 They, .made hym 
come in, and dysarmed hym, and dyde to hym grete honoure. 
1548 Hall Chron., Hen. VIII, an. 2 (R.t These justes 
fynished. .the kynge was disarmed, and at time conuenient 
he and the quene heard euen song. 2612 Cotgr., Desbarder, 
to vnbarbe, or disarme a horse of seruice. 2842 James 
Brigand ii, The page . . came up to disarm his lord. 

d. refl. To put off one’s armour or divest one- 
self of arms. 


moving in to break! 

Disa*pt, v. < 

trans. r l o render 


1481 Caxton Godfrey (E.E.T.S.) 275 Thenne departed the 
barons, and disarmed them and toke of theyr harnoys in 
theyr hostellys. C1489 — Sonne of Aymon viii. 198 They 
dysarmed theym selfe, and ete right well. 2632 J. Hay- 
ward tr. BiondVs Eromena 28 The Prince disarm’d and 
uncloath’d himselfe. 1700 Tyrrell Hist. Eng. II. 920 Earl 
Richard - . disarmed himself. 

2 . intr. (for refld) ■= I d. 

1598 Barret Theor. Warres 11. i. 22 The Ensigne-bearer 
is not to disarme vntil the gates of the Fort . . be first shut. 
2602 Marston Ant. 4 Met. in. Wks. 1856 I. 31 Sweet lord, 
abandon passion, and disarme. 1626 C. Potter tr, SarpI s 
Quarrels Pius V, 433 Order was also giuen . . to the Count 
de Fuentes that he should disarme. 

3 . trans. To deprive of munitions of war or 
means of defence, to dismantle (a city, ship, etc.). 
(Also b. intr. for refl.) 

1602 Warner A lb. Eng. Epit. (1622) 355 The Romaines. . 
still to hold this Land theirs, had disarmed it of munition. 
1621 Cotgr,, Desmonter vne navire, to disarme a ship, to 
despoile her of all her munition, and furniture. 2685 Land. 
Gas. No. 2081/1 Orders have been sent to the Galleys . ..to 
return hither, that they may be disarmed and laid up. 1726 
Cavallier Mem. 1. 40 We disarm’d and bum’d. some 
Churches, for fear the Enemy should put Garrisons in them. 
Ibid. 11. 125, I disarmed Brujiere and some other Villages 
near Holy-Ghosts-Bridge. 

b. 2694 Lond. Gaz. No. 3027/1 All the Ships were Dis- 
arming. 

c. To deprive (an animal) of its natural organs 
of attack or defence, as horns, claws, teeth ; to 
divest anything of that with which it is armed. 

2607 Torsell Fourf. Beasts (2658) 34 Heliogabalus . . 
suddenly, in the night, would, put in among them bears, 
wolves, lyons, and leopards, muzled and disarmed. Ibid. 98 
They lose their horns in March . .When the head of this 
beast is disarmed, there issueth blood from the skull. 2687 
Dryden Hind 4 P. 1. 300 Their jaws disabl’d, and their 
claws disarm’d, a 2800 Cowper Iliad (ed. 2) xvi. (R.) 
Hector, drawing nigh To Ajax, of its brazen point disarm’d 
His ashen beam. 1820 W. Irving Sketch Bk. I. 47 Have 
the courage to appear poor, and you disarm poverty of its 
sharpest sting. 

4 . To reduce (an army, navy, etc.) to the cus- 
tomary peace footing. Usually absol. or intr. (for 
ref.). 

1727-51 Chambers Cycl. s.v. Disarming, On the conclu- 
sion of a peace, it is usual for both sides to disarm. 2801 
Nelson 4 Apr. in Nicolas Disp. (2845) IV. 334 He knew 
the offer of Great Britain, either to join us, or disarm. ‘ I pray. 
Lord Nelson, what do you call disarming?’ . . ‘ I considered 
it as not having on foot any force beyond the customary 
establishment. _ 1868 Spectator 24 Nov. 2332 The old dim- 
culty that a drilled nation cannot disarm, that disarmament 
in a country like Prussia is a mere phrase, is still unaffected. 
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3 885 Manck. Exam. 13 Jan. 4/7 Greece . . will not disarm, 
but will go to war if her demands are not agreed to. 

5. Jig. To deprive of power to injure or terrify ; 
to divest of aversion, suspicion, hostility, or the like ; 
to render harmless, divest of its formidable char- 
acter. Const, of (f rarely from). 

c 1374 Chaucer Boeth . 1. metr. iv. 13 So schalt J>ou desarmen 
be ire of h»ilke vnmy3ty tyraunt. c 1600 Shaks. Bonn. cliv. 

8 The general of hot desire Was sleeping by a virgin hand 
disarm’d. 1649 Milton Eikon. iv. Wks. (1847) 285/2 His 
design was . . to disarm all, especially of a wise fear and 
suspicion, a 1704 T, Brown Upon a Yng. Lady Wks. 1730 
I. 67 A tongue that every heart disarms. 1776 Gibbon 
Decl. 4- F. I. vii, 136 Conscious security disarms the cruelty 
of the monarch. 1788 Lady Hawke Julia de G. I. 230 
Disarmed from the slightest remains of envy, Julia returned 
to the company. 1841-44 Emerson Ess. Manners Wks. 
(Bohn) I. 213 Society loves . . the air of drowsy strength, 
which disarms criticism. 1871 Macduff Mem. Patmos vi, 
75 What could disarm that amphitheatre and these blazing 
faggots of their horrors? 1894 J. T. Fowler Adamnan 
Introd. 70 His hostility was soon disarmed, and his con- 
version effected. 

absol. a 1719 Addison Rosamond 1. i, No fear shall alarm, 
No pity disarm. 

f 6. transf. To take off as armour. Obs. rare, 
c 1613 Rowlands Pairs Spy-Knaves 6 Disarme this heauy 
burden from my backe. 

f b. Magnetism. To take away the armature. 
See Armature 6. Obs. 

1730 Savery in Phil. Trans. XXXVI. 325 , 1 took off the 
Armour and bound it to that which was newly touched, and 
therewith retouched that which I had disarmed. 

7 . Manege. (See quot.) [F. dcsarmer un cheval. 
Us lev res d'wi chevall\ 

1727 Bailey vol. II. s.v. Disarm , To disarm the Lips of 
a Horse, is to keep them subject, and out from above the 
Bars, when they are so large as to cover the Bars, and pre- 
vent the Pressure or A ppui of the Mouth, by bearing up the 
Bit, and so hindring the Horse from feeling the Effects of 
it upon the Bars. 

Hence Disarming* ppl. a. 

1839 T. Beale Nat. Hist. Sperm Whale 302 Beckoned us 
to approach with winning and disarming smiles. 
Bisa'rm, sb. [f, prec.] The act of disarming 
(an opponent) ; esp. in Fencing. 

1809 Roland Fencing 9 The crossing of the blade signifies 
a kind of disarm, performed by a jirk from the wrist. 1827 
Barrington Pers, Sk. II. 16 A disarm is considered the 
same as a disable. 1833 Regul. Instr. Cavalry 1. 149 The 
‘ Second Point ' . . should be given with great caution, the 
wrist being then so liable to the disarm. 

Disarmament (disarmament). [f. Disarm 
v., after armament ; cf. F. disarmement (1594 in 
Hatz.-Darm.), f. disarmer , to which the corre- 
sponding Eng. type would be dlsarmment.'] The 
action of disarming ; esp. the reduction of an army 
or navy to the customary peace footing. 

1795 Burke Corr. IV. 327 If the disarmament had been 
common to all descriptions of disorderly persons, th e measure 
would have been excellent. 1861 Land. Rex'. 20 Apr. 434/2 
They propose the disarmament of the country. 1862 Helps 
Organiz. Daily Life 54 What Europe really needed was 
a congress that should dare to speak boldly to ambitious 
monarchs respecting the vital subject of disarmament. 1889 
B. F. Westcott Let. in Guardian 6 Apr., Such a disarma- 
ment would. secure the lasting and honourable peace which 
the leaders of Europe . . desire, 

Disa*rmature. rare. [f. Disarm v., after 
Armature.] The action of disarming ; divestiture 
of armour or means of defence. 

18.. Sir W. Hamilton ( 0 .), On the universities, which 
have illegally dropt philosophy and its training from their 
course of discipline, will lie the responsibility of this singular 
and dangerous disarmature. 

Disarme : see Disarmy. 

Disarmed (disarmd) ,ppl a . [f. Disarm + -ed i .] 

1 . Deprived of arms ; unarmed ; without arms or 
weapons ; divested of means of attack or defence. 

1594 Spenser Amoretti xii, I then disarmed did remaine. 
1598 B. Jonson Ev. Man in Hum. iv. v, I hold it good 
polity not to go disarmed. 1628 Hobbes Thucyd. (1822) 
141 The Plateaus .. aimed their arrows and darts at their 
more disarmed parts. 1678 Phillips (ed. 4) Disarmed, 
(among Hunters) Deers are said to be when the Horns are 
fain. ^ 1821 Joanna Baillie Met. Leg., Wallace xctii, As 
sleeping and disarmed he lay. 

2 . Her. (See quot.) 

1830 Robson Brit. Herald III. Gloss., Disarmed, .is said 
of an animal or bird of prey, without claws, teeth, or beak. 
1882 Cussans Handbk. Her. 128. 

Bisarmer (disarms*). [f. Disarm + -er L] 
One who disarms. 

>a x66 o Hammond II. 62 (T.) So much learning and 
abilities, as this disarmer is believed to have. 1820 Ex- 
aminer No. 612. 2/1 The disarmers . . of the country which 
enabled them to disarm it, 1827 Barrington Pers. Sk. II. 
1 nwP* ie ^ sarn j er may break his adversary’s sword. 

Disarming (disarmig), vbl. sb. [f. Disarm 
+ -ing 1.] The action of the verb Disarm. 

. JS48 Hall Chron., Hen. Willy 81 b, The two kynges set 
their countre parties to disarmyng. 1611 Cotgr., Desarme- 
’WfF f disarming, a depriuing of Armes. a x66o Hammond 
Wks, II. 63 (T ,) F or the disarming of schism. 1848 W. H. 
Kelly tr. L. Blanc's Hist. Ten Y. II. 37 In the departments 
^ Berthe, de La Mayenne..some disarmings were 
ettected without violence. 

attnb. 1753 Stewart's Trial 273 The part of the country 
where the pannel lives, fell under the disarming Act. 1894 
Daily N ews 29 June 5/2 This mode of protection [paint] 
vos unknown to the Highlanders, when they hid their 
weapons, after the Disarming Act. 


t Bisa*rmy. Obs. rare. (Also 9 disarme.) 
[a. obs. F. chlsarmde action of disarming, f, dis- 
armer to disarm (:— Romanic type desarmata : see 
Army).] A disarming. 

1548 Hall Chron., Hen. VIII, 78 b, The herauldes cried 
the disarmy [ed. 1809 disarme]. 

Disarrange (disar^-nd^), v . [f. Dis- 6 + Ar- 
range ; cf. F. disarranger (17th c. in Littre).] 
irons. To undo the arrangement of; to put into 
a state of disorder. 

1744 Akenside Pleas. I mag. m. 5x9 CSeager) Quick dis- 
gust From things deform’d or disarrang’d. 2764 Grainger 
Sugar Cane i. 189 The glebe .. Will journey, forc’d off by 
the mining rain ; And . . disarrange Thy neighbours’ vale, 
1834 Ht. Martineau Farrers ii. 35 She . . would not let 
his chamber be disarranged just at present 1892 Speaker 
8 Oct. 427/1 Sudden . . fluctuations in the standard of value 
undoubtedly disarrange trade. 

Hence Disarranged ppl. a.. Disarranging* 
vbl. sb. ; Disarranger, one who disarranges. 

18251 Ch.Wordsworth Chas. I, etc. 19 A lamentably miscal- 
culating and dis-arranged^ understanding. 1862 F. Hall 
Hindu Philos. Syst. 40 The arranging and disarranging 
of the multitudinous constituents of the world. 2885 A ike. 
nseum 14 Nov. 645/2 The name of the arranger— or rather 
disarranger — was not given in the programme. 

Disarrangement (disar^-nd^inent). [f. prec. 
+ -MENT, after arrangement .] The fact or process 
of disarranging or putting out of order ; the con- 
dition of being disarranged; disorder. 

C1730 A. Baxter Enq, Nat. Soul^yj) II. 137 (T.) How 
• • is it possible that the mere disarrangement of the parts 
of matter should perform this? 1790 Burke Army Esti- 
mates Wks. V. 10 The whole of the arrangement, or rather 
disarrangement of their military. 1837 Carlyle Fr . Rev . 
m. 11. i. (18571 II. 180 They are the Heart and presiding 
centre of a France fallen wholly into maddest disarrange- 
ment.^ 1885 Manch. Exam. 18 Feb. 3/2 The various 
organic diseases and functional disarrangements. 

Bis array (disarm *), sb. Forms ; 4-7 dis- 
aray(e, 5 dysaray, 6 disarey, 6 - disarray. 
[Probably a. OF. *desarei (14th c. desarroy in 
Littre, mod.F. disarroi), vbl. sb. from desareer , 
desarroyer: see next. The earlier OF. synonym 
was desrei, desrai , derai, whence Eng. desray, 
Deray, Disray, of which disarray may be re- 
garded as a modification.] 

1 . The condition of being out of array or regular 
order; disorder, confusion ; — Deray sb. 1, ic. 

c 1386 Chaucer Pars. T. 1* 853 (Elies.) As the woman hath 
the maistrie she maketh to muche de.sray [MSS. Camb dis- 
ray, HarL, Petw.. Lansd., Selden disaray(e]. cx 477 Cax- 
ton Jason 31b, They tourned their back and put hem to 
flyght and disaraye. c 1489 — Sonnes of Aymon xv.354, 

I wolde not for noo good that rowlande & olivere . . sholde 
fynde vs in dysaray. 1530 Palsgr. 214/1 Disarey, out of order, 
desaroy. 1580 C’tess Pembroke Ps. lxviii, 1 His very face 
shall cast On ail his haters flight and disarray. 1664 Pepys 
Diary 27 Mar,, So much is this city subject to be put into 
a disarray upon very small occasions. 1715-20 Pope Iliad 
xiv. 19 Dire disarray ! the tumult of the fight. 1835 J. P. 
Kennedy Horse Shoe R. xviii. (i860) 216 Their . . weapons 
lay around in disarray. 1882 Shorthouse J. Inglesant II. 
181 The wild confused crowd of leaping and struggling 
figures, in a strange and ghastly disarray. 

transf. 1818 Milman Samor 32 As clouds. .Gather their 
blackening disarray to burst Upon some mountain turret. 

2 . Imperfect or improper attire; disorderly un- 
dress. arch . 

1590 Spenser F. Q. ii. iv. 4 A wi&ced Hag.. In ragged 
robes and filthy disaray. 1814 Southey Roderick xxv. 215 
He who in that disarray Doth . . bestride the noble steed. 
1857 Hawthorne Scarlet Lett, iii. Clad in a strange dis- 
array of civilized and savage costume. 

Disarray (disarm-), v. Also 5-7 disaray. 
[f. Dis- 6 + Array v. : perh. immediately after 
OF. desareer, -eier (-oyer) to put into disorder (in 
Godef.), f. des-y Dis- 4 + areyer to Array. Cf. 
prec. sb. and the synonymous Disray.] 

1 . trans. To throw out of array or order, to prt 
into disorder or confusion ; to rout, disorder, dis- 
organize. (Chiefly of military array.) 

ci 470 Henry Wallace ix. 856 All dysarayit the ost was, 
and agast. 15x3 Douglas FEueis xm, vi, 32 The cite, qubilk 
was disaray t and schent. 1600 Holland Livy it. Ixiii. 86 At 
the first skirmish the enemies were disaraied [fusi]. 1641 
Milton Animadv. (1851) 223 To rout, and disaray the 
wise and well-coucht order of Saint Pauls owne words, 
1650 Earl Monm. tr. Senaulfs Man bee. Guilty 205 They 
rob Gardens without disaray ing them. 1660 Hickeringill 
Jamaica (1661) 68 The small Remnant left in Iamalca , . 
will be able to disaray the Spaniards in Hispaniola or Cuba. 
X713CTESS WiNCHELSEAiIfi>c.iVmj244 You Winds ! Whilst 
not the Earth alone, you disarray, a 1848 R. W. Hamilton 
Retv. fy Punishm. v. (1853) 222 What disarrays like death ? 

f b. intr. (for refl.) To fall out of array or 
order, to become disordered. Obs. 

1523 Ld. Berners Froiss. I. ccxxv. 297 If any of our 
batayls breke, or disaray by any aduenture, drawe thyder 
and confort them. 

2 . trans. To strip or spoil of personal array, 
raiment, or attire ; to disrobe. 

1483 Cath. Angl . 100/2 To Disaray far. r. Disray or dis- 
gise], exomare. 1590 Spenser F. Q. 1. viii. 46 That 
witch they disaraid, And robd of roiall robes. x6ix Cotgr., 
Deshabiller , to disarray, vncloth. 1715 Rowe fane Gray 
v. i, Help to disarray And fit me for the Block. 18x4 Mrs, J. 
West Alidade L. III. 226 Attendant damsels to prepare 
the bath, to help to disarray her. 


DISASSERT. 

b. intr. for refl. 

1678 Butler Hud. in. I. 250 I'd hardly time to lay My 
weapons by, and disarray. 

c. trans. To despoil, strip of any adjunct. 

1579 Spenser Sheph. Cal. Feb. 105 A goodly Cake . . 

With armes full strong.. But of their leaves they were 
disarayde. x6xo G. Fletcher Christ’s Viet, in Farr 6*. P. 
Jos. I (1848) 34 As when a vapour from a moory slough 
.. Doth heaven's bright face of his rayes disarray. 1820 
Shelley Liberty xix, My song, its pinions disarrayed 
of might, Drooped. 1852 M. Arnold Poems, Empedocles 
on Etna 11, Ere quite the being of man, ere quite the 
world Be disarray’d of their divinity. 

Hence Disarraying vbl. sb. 

x6xx Cotgr., Desarrengement , an vnranking, disordering, 
disarraying. 

Disarrayed (disarm’d), ppl. a. [f. Disarray 

V. + -ED- 1 .] 

1 . Out of array; disordered, In disorder. 

x6xi Speed Hist, Gt . Brit. vi. xlviii. § 16. 170 Following 
the disarraiecl flight of the Persians. 1742 Young Nt, 
Tk . v. 826 His disarray’d oblation he devours, 1827 T, 
Doubleday Sea-Cave it Some sea-born maid., with her 
green tresses disarrayed. 1864 Pusey Led. Daniel ix. 563 
Mists, which hurry along . , like hosts disarrayed. 

2 . Divested of personal array or attire, stripped. 

i6ix Cotgr., Dcscoejpe . . whose head is disarrayed or vn- 

coiiered. 1725 Pope Odyss. xvn. 98 Then dis-array'd, the 
shining bath they sought. 1859 Tennyson Idylls , Enid 
516 She . . found, Half disarray’d as to her rest, the girl. 

t Disarrayment. Obs. rare. [f. Disarray 
v. + -ment : alter array menti\ The fact of dis- 
arraying or deranging ; the condition of being 
disarrayed ; disorder, derangement. 

1627-77 Feutham Resolves n. Iiii. 269 Inward Enemies, 
our vices, our weaknesses, and our own disarayments. 

+ Bisarre*st, V. Obs. [ad. OF’, desarrester to 
release from arrest (14th c. in Godef.), f. des-, Dis- 
4 + arrester to Arrest.] trans. To set free from 
arrest ; to reverse the arrest of. 

1528 Hacket Let. to PVolsey( MS. Cott. Galba B. ix. 54 b\ 
That sche schowld cawse to dysavest the forsayd Korn. 
1643 Prynne Doom Coward, 9 The King .. wills that he 
shall be disarrested, and suffered to goe at large. 

Bisarticulate (disa-iti kiz?Lit), v. [f. Dis- 6 
+ Articulate v.] 

1 . trans. To undo the articulation of, to disjoint ; 
to separate joint from joint. 

1840 G. V. Ellis Anat. 278 Disarticulate, entirely, the 
odontoid process. 1854 Owen Skel. § Teeth in Orr's Circ, 
Sc., Organ. Nat. I. 175 The entire segment, here disarti- 
culated., is called the ‘occipital vertebra’. 1892 Pall 
MallG. 27 Sept. 2/1 From time immemorial the plan has 
been adopted of filling the bony case with peas and then 
causing them to swell with water whenever a skull was 
required to be ‘ disarticulated \ 

2 . inlr . (for refl,) To become disjointed; to 
separate at the joints. 

1830 Lindley Nat. Syst. Bot . 334 In some of these the 
joints disarticulate, and appear to be capable of reproduc- 
tion. 1835 — Introd. Bot. (1868) I. 261 The leaflets . spon- 
taneously disarticulate. 1892 Natural Science Mar. 57 
Stems, .which ultimately disarticulated and left the surface 
marked by scars. 

Hence Bisarti'culated ppl. a. ; also Disarti*- 
dilator, he who or that which disarticulates. 

1861 Hulme tr, Moquin-Tandon u. vn, xi. 378 The dis- 
articulated stems. Ibid. 11. vn. xiii. 401 The cucurbitins 
are disarticulated zoonites. 1877 Dawson Orig. World 
xiv. 302 Disarticulated remnants of human skeletons. 

Hi S articulation (disaiti.-kizri^jbn). [n. of 
action from prec. : after articulatio 7 i.~\ The action 
of disarticulating ; separation at the joint ; dis- 
jointed condition. 

1830 R. Knox Bedard’s Anat. IntnxL 23 B6c!ard in- 
vented or improved several modes of . . disarticulation of 
the metatarsal bones. 1830 Lindley Nat. Syst. Bot . 251 
In Orchideae . . a complete disarticulation of the stem and 
leaves takes place. 

t Disa*rtnate, v. Obs. rare. [f. Dis- 6 + 
Artuate.] trans. To disjoint. 

x66o Sharrock Vegetables 145 If any man please to dis- 
artuate the whole [Horse-tail] they will finde the frame 
exquisite enough to deserve a better esteem. 

Disasinate, Disasinize v . : see Dis- 6. 
fBisaSSe'mble, v. Obs. rare [f. D I s- 6 + 
Assemble v.] trans. To separate, scatter, disperse. 

i6ix Cotgr., Desassembler, to disassemble, disioyne, dis- 
unite. 

f Disasse*nt, V. Obs. Also 5 dis-, dysasent. 
[ad, OF. desassent-ir (13-1 4th c. in Godef.) , f des-, 
Dis- 4 + assentir Assent v.] intr. To refuse as- 
sent to, withhold assent from ; to disagree. 

c 1400 Destr. Troy 0369 All the most of f>o mighty . . 
Dyssassent to the deae, demyt hit for noght. 1533 Bel- 
lenden Livy 1. (1822) 82 Servius nouthir assentit nor yit 
disassentit to thair mariage. 1620 W. Scot A pot. Narr. 
(1846) 104 He disassented from all the proceedings, a 1635 
Naunton Fragm. Reg, (Arb.) 16, I disassent from the 
common received opinion, 1641 Protests Lords I. 6 We 
whose names are underwritten did disassent. 1643 Prynne 
Sov. Power Pari. iv. x8 It is obligatory and legall, though 
the King himselfe consent not, or disassent thereto. 2692 
Wagstaffe Vind. Carol, vi. 60 If he may dis-assent, it is 
a sufficient Proof of this Negative Voice. 

Hence + Disasse'nter, one who disassents ; 
f Disasse nting* vbl. sb. and ppl. a., dissentient. 

1634 St. Trials , Lord Balmerino (R.), The names of the 
disassenters. 1635 Person Varieties t . xi. 45 In this point 


DISASSENT. 

also I finde them variable and disassenting. 1643 Prynne 
Sint. Power Park it. 65 Such a disassenting Voyce . - is 
inconsistent with the very office, duty of the King. 

f Bisasse*2it, sb. Oh. [f. prec., after Assent 
ski Refusal of assent; dissent, disagreement. 

1495 Act 11 Hen. VII , c. 36. § 1 Any disagreement or 
disassent by the said Duches . . not with standyng. 154$ 
Hall Citron., Hen. VII an. 7 (R.) Whether he departed 
without the French kynges consent or disassent, he 
returned agayn to the Lady Margaret. **1639 Spottiswood 
Hist. Ch. Scot. iv. (1677) 189 Fearing that her disassent 
might work some delay. 1643 Prynne Sov. Power Pari 
u led. 2) 34 Notwithstanding his owne personall disassent. 

•f Bisasse'rtor. Oh. rare, [agent-n. from 
*disassert, f. Dis- 6.] One who contradicts an 
assertion or asserts the contrary. 

1651 J. Goodwin Red. Redeemed iv . § 38. 69 Imputations 
. . which the Dis-assertors of it have charged upon it. 

t Bisassi&irity. Oh. [f. Dis- 9 Assi- 
duity.] Want of assiduity ; failure to be assiduous 
in attentions, etc. ; slackness. 

1613 Wotton in Reliq. Wot ton. ( 1672) 412 Some argue . . 
that disassiduity in a Favorite is a degree of Declination. 
*21639 — ParalL Essex <$■ Bucking It. ibid, j’ 1651) 25 Know- 
ing that upon every little absence or disassiduity, he should 
be subject to take cold at his back. *11635 Naunton 
Fragm. Reg.. (Arb.) 46 He came in, and went out, and 
through disassiduity, drew the Curtain between himself and 
the light of her grace. 

+ Bisassie’ge, v. Ohs. rare— 1 , [a F. ddsas- 
siiger (15th c. in Godef.) ‘to raise a siege, to deliuer 
from a siege’ (Cotgr.), f. des~, Dis- 4 + asszJger : 
see Assiege, Besiege.] trans. To free from the 
state of siege ; to raise the siege of. 

1630 M. Godwyn tr. Bp. Hereford's Ann. Eng. 11. 232 
John Lord Russell entring the City .. disassieged it 

Bisassimilation (disashmil^-Jhn). [f. Dis- 9 
: -f Assimilation.] The process which reverses 
assimilation ; in Physiol, the transformation of 
assimilated substances into less complex and waste 
substances ; catabolism. 

1880 Libr. Univ. Knowl X. 751 Appropriation of new ma- 
terial, and the disassirailation, or elimination of old. 1883 
Glasg. Weekly Her. 5 May 8/1 Coffee always causes an in- 
creased excretion and an augmented disassimilation. 1883 
Syd. Soc . Lex., Disassimilation, the downward metabolism 
of the body, by which its components form lower planes of 
chemical compounds whilst force of one kind or another is 
disengaged- 1889 Bu rdon Sanderson A ddr. to Brit. A ssoc. 
in Nature 26 Sept. 525/1 The words. J anabolism which . . 
means winding up, and ‘ catabolism \ running down, are 
the creation of Dr. GaskelL ^ Prof. Hermg’s equivalents 
for these are ‘ assimilation which, .means storage of oxygen 
and oxidizable material, and ‘ disassimilation discharge of 
these in the altered form of carbon dioxide and water. 

So Bisassi'milate v., to transform by cata- 
bolism. In mod. Diets. (1894). 

Bisassrmilative, a. [f. Dis- to + Assimi- 
lative.] Of or pertaining to disassimilation. 

1880 Libr. Zinin. Knowl. IX. 91 Dr. Flint has demon- 
strated that cholesterine is a disassimilative product of 
nervous function. 

t Bisassrst, v. Obs. rare. [f. Dts- 6 + As- 
sist.} Hans. To do the reverse of assisting ; to 
hinder, obstruct. 

1669 Woodhead St. Teresa 1. 2 My Brothers also were 
such, as in nothing dis-assisted me from serving God. Ibid . 
u xiv. (1671) 85 The other.. Faculties .. assist the Will; 
although now and then it happen that they disassist it. 

Disassociate (disas^fji 1 4t), v. [f. Dis- 6 + 
Associate, after F. desassocier (16th c. in Littre), 
f. des-, Dis- 4 + associer to associate.] tram. To 
free or detach from association ; to dissociate, 
sever. Const, from {with). 

1603 Florio Montaigne (1613) 630 As if our minde 
had not other houres enough to doe hir businesses without 
disassociating hirselfe from the body. T1650 Dm Bellianis 
70 So said the JPrincesse Aurora, that never would dis- 
associate her knights. 1850 L. Hunt Autobiog. vii, (i860) 
146, I can never disassociate the feeling from their persons. 
1859 C. Barker Associative Princ. i. 5 They were at no 
time disassociated with useful labour. 

Hence Disassociated ppl. a. 
i6zt in Cotgr. z 88 z P. Brooks Candle of Lord 183 
Disassociated and apparently contradictory ideas. 

Bisassociation (disas^nsi^-Jan), [n. of action 
f. prec. vb. : cf. Association.] The action of dis- 
associating, or the condition of being disassociated; 
dissociation. 

1873 B. Stewart Conserv. Energy iv. § 159 At very 
high temperatures it is possible that most compounds are 
decomposed, and the temperature at which this takes place, 
for any compound, has been termed its temper attire of 
disassaemtion. 1890 Cornh. Mag. Sept. 252 A sensible, 
mild youth, of whom you cannot think in disassociation 
from his spectacles. 

t Bisassu re, v. Oh. rare - 0. [f. Dis- 6 + 
Assure], trans. To deprive of assurance or 
security. 

1611 Cotgr., Disassurer, to disassure ; to put in feare, 
or bring into doubt, one that was well resolued. 

‘ Disaster (dim-star), sk Also 7 dys-. [ad* 
F. disastre ( 12564 in Hatz.-Darm.) 4 a disaster, mis- 
fortune, calamitie, misadventure, hard chance 5 ; f. 
des-, Dis- 4 + astro ‘ a starre, a Planet; also destinie, 
fate, fortune, hap r (Cotgr.), ad. L. astrum, Gr. 
affTpov star ; after It. disastro 4 disastre, misdhahee. 
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ill Incite ’ (Florio). C£ Pr., Sp., Pg. Sesastre, also 
Pr. benastre goad fortune, malastrt ill fortune, and 
Eng. ill-starredd\ 

■f i. An unfavourable aspect of a star or planet ; 
1 an obnoxious planet Oh. 

%6oz Shaks. Ham. 1. i. 118 Stars with trains of fire and 
dews of blood, Disasters in the sun ; and the moist star. 
Upon whose influence Neptunes empire stands, Was sick 
almost to dooms-day with eclipse. 1635 Quarles Embl ., 
Hieroglyph vii. What dire disaster bred This change, that 
thus shte veils her golden head? 

2 . Anything that befalls of ruinous or distressing 
nature ; a sudden or great misfortune, mishap, or 
misadventure ; a calamity. Usually with a and pi., 
but also without a, as 4 a record of disaster’. 

*■ Disaster is etymologically a mishap due to a baleful 
stellar aspect ' (Whitney Life Lang. vL (1875) 99 V 

1591 Horsey Trav. (Hakluyt Soc.) 253 Let those soulls 
suffer that ar the oceasioners of thy disaster and myne. 
1598 Florio, Disastro , disastre, mischance, ill lucke. 1601 
Shaks. All’s Well m. vi. 55 It was a disaster of warre that 
Caesar him selfe could not haue preuented, 1605-— Lear 
1. ii. 131 We make guilty of our disasters the Sun, the 
Moone, and Starres. 1659 B. Harris Parivals Iron Age 
too Fate, it seems, would needs involve them in the same 
disasters. 1770 Goldsm. Des. VilL 200 Well had the boding 
tremblers learn’d to trace The day’s disasters in his morn- 
ing's face. 1849 Macaulay Hist. Eng. L 84 Faithlessness 
was the chief cause of his disasters, and is the chief stain 
on his memory. 1874 Morley Compromise (1SZ6) 27 Such 
a system must inevitably bring disaster. 

f b. A bodily affliction or disorder. Oh. rare. 

1684 F. Rogers Let. in Sir H. Slingsby's Diary (1836) 377, 
I am very ill of a disaster upon my stomach, y*T cannot ride. 

+ Disaster, <2. Obs. [Either an attrih. use of 
the sb., or repr. obs. F. desastre ; v Cotgr.) disastrous, 
f. desastre disaster. The simple word is not used 
as an adjj. in any Romanic lang.] = Disastrous. 

1590 Greene Never too late (16001 23 No disaster fortune 
could driue her to make shipwrack of her fixed affection. 
Ibid. 28 Saturne conspiring with all baleful! signes, calcu- 
lated the houre of thy birth full of disaster accidents. 1600 
Look about you xxix. in H a?!. Dodsley VII. 481 Let this 
be to me a disaster day. 1603 Knoli.es Hist. Turks (1638) 
167 Whom disaster fortune . . hath inforced to wander here 
and there. 

f Bisa-ster, v. Obs. [f. Disaster sk No 
corresp. vb. is found in the Romanic langs., though 
French had in 16th c. the ppl. adj. desastri ; see 
Disaster a .] trans. To bring disaster or mis- 
fortune upon; to strike with calamity; to ruin, 
afflict, injure seriously, endamage. 

(Todd’s sense ‘ To blast by the stroke of an unfavourable 
star’, repeated in later Diets., seems to be unsupported ; 
Iris quotation is of a ppl. a. in sense 4 ill-starred,’ ‘ hapless ’.) 

1580 [see Disastered]. 1606 Shaks. Ant. 4 Cl. 11. vii. 16 
The holes where eyes should bee, which pittifully disaster 
the cheeks. 1607 Topsell Fourf. Beasts (165%) 158 Neither 
was there ever anymore easte way to disaster these monster- 
seeming sou ldiers [elephants in battle] then by casting of 
stones. 1689 Moyle Sea Ckyntrg. 11. xiii. 6x The Cable 
running out, a Kink therein happened to disaster a Man’s 
Leg. 1778 M. ^Cutler in Life, etc.A 1888) I. 70 The French 
fleet was so disastered they could by no means afford us 
any assistance. 1784 Ibid. 107 This occasioned the thermo- 
meter’s being more slightly secured, .and , . it was so disas- 
tered as to lose almost all the mercury. 1812 W. Tennant 
AnsterF. m. Ivi, Some were cuff’d and much disaster’d found. 

Hence t Disa-stered, stricken with disaster ; ill- 
starred, hapless. Obs. 

1580 Sidney Arcadia 11. (1613)163 Ah, chastest bed of 
mine . . how canst thou now receiue this desastred change- 
ling ? 1598 Barret Tkeor. Warres v. i 170 At his disastred 
iourney made into Barbary. 1726-46 Thomson Winter 279 
I n his own loose revolving fields, the swain Disastered stands. 

t Bisa*sterly, adv. Obs. [f. Disaster a. + 
-LY 2 .] In a disastrous or ill-starred manner. 

X S93 Nashk Christs T. (1613) 93 What Gentleman hath 
been cast away at Sea, or disasterly souldiouriz’d it by 
Land. 1598 Drayton Heroic. Ep. (1748) 131 Nor let the 
envy of invenomd tongues.. Thy noble breast disaster! y 
possess. 1654 Vilvain Epit. Ess. iv. 46 Who died disaster! y 
in New Forest. 

Disastrous (diza-stras), a. Also 6-7 des-, 
7 dysastrous, disasterous. [a. F. dhastreux , 
-euse (16th c. in Hatz.-Darm.), f. ddsastre : cf. It. 
disastroso 4 vnfortunate, vnluckie ’ (Florio 159S). 
See Disaster sb. and -ous.] 

fL Stricken with or subject to disasters ; ill- 
starred, ill-Jated ; unfortunate, unlucky. Obs. 

1586 B. Young tr. Guazso’s Civ. Com. iv. 184 If she aford 
mee but one sparkle of hope and favour, she doth it to no 
other ende, but to make mee more disastrous. 1602 Mar* 
Eton Ant. <5* Mel. Induct. Wks. 1856 I. 2 He prov’d alwaies 
desastrous in love. 1603 Adv. Dart Sebastian in Bari. 
Misc. (Malh.) II. 368 The unfortunate accidents this disas- 
terous king hath sustained. C1750 Shenstone Poet/ts, 
Economy in. 43 Ah disastrous wight I In evil hour and 
rashly dost thou trust 'The fraudful couch l 1790 Beatson 
Nov. 4 Mil. Mem. I, 225 The various calamities that befel 
this disastrous fleet. 

2. Foreboding disaster, of evil o m en , un propitious , 
ill-boding, arch. 

1603 Holland Plutarch's Mor. 1292 Reputing the third 
of these intercalar dales to be desasterous and dismall. 
X648 Gage West. Ind. xiu (1655V 47 At whose birth could 
not but be some dysastrous aspect of the Planets. 1667 
Milton P. L . r. 597 As when the Sun . . from behind the 
Moon In dim Eclips disastrous twilight sh^ds On half the 
Nations. 01849 Mangan Poems (1859) 42 By the bell’s 
disastrous tongue. 


BISAVAIB. 

3. Of the nature of a disaster ; fraught or attended 
with disaster; calamitous. 

1603 R. Johnson Ktngd. <$* Cmnmw. (1630)573 A faction 
no lesse disasterous to the State of Persia, than thewarre of 
Turkie. 1608 D. X. Ess. Pol. 4 Mor. 76 b, 'Die very first 
alfarum of any sinister, and disastrous accident. 1684 Con- 
tempi. State Man 1. ii. (1699) 18 All human greatness, .must 
end, and perhaps in a disasterous and unhappy conclusion. 
1769 Robertson C/tas. F, V. m. 344 Events more disastrous 
to France. 1794 Sullivan View Nat I. 225 The Samyal 
wind, .so disastrous in its effects. 1874 Green Short Hist. 
v. § 1. 217 We have folfowed the attack on Scotland 40 its 
disastrous close. 1875 Lyell Princ. Geol XL in. xlvii. 549. 
Heavy rains followed by disastrous floods. 

Hence Disa-stronsness. rare. 

1727 Bailey vol. II, Disastrousness, unluckiness, unfor- 
tunateness. 

Bisa-strously, adv. [f. prec. + -LY 2] In a 
disastrous manner ; calamitously, ruinously. 

1603 Drayton Bar. Wars v. (R.), Whilst things were thus 
disast’rously decreed. 1678 Butler Hud. in. i. 62 To 
answer, with his Vessel, all That might disastrously befall, 
1794 Sullivan View Nat V, 187 The almost universal 
darkness, which licentious desolation ,. disastrously intro- 
duced into the world. 1869 Freeman Norm. Conk (1876) 
III. xii. 180 The great invasion of Normandy, which ended 
so disastrously for the French. 

Bisattach (disatse-tj),^. [f. Dis- 6 + Attach®.] 
trans. To undo what is attached ; -Detach i. 

1851 Cdl. Wiseman Actions N. T. Ess. 1853 I. 586 To 
disattach importance from all that relates to her. 

Bisattaxkment. [Dis- 9 .] = Detach- 
ment 4 b. 

i860 T. T. Carter Imii. our Lord (1S61) 19 Chastening 
our being into disattachment and heavenly-mincledness. 

Disattaint (disat^^nt), v. [Dis- 6.] trans. 
To free from attainder : see Attaint v. 6. 

1865 Carlyle Fredk.Gt. IX. xx. vii. 149 Earl Marischal 
. .has been . . pardoned, disattainted, permitted to inherit. 

t Bisatte'ntion. Oh. [f. Dis- 9 + Atten- 
tion.] Active inattention ; neglect. 

1624 Bp. Mountagu Gagg i. 3 Slovvnesse of heart : that is 
. .disat tent ion unto those things. 1693 W. Frkke Set. Ess. 
xxv. 147 Carelessness and Disattention. .are the Daughters 
of Folly. 1757 Herald x. F 9 Disattention to duty. 

t Bisatti’re, Obs . [f. Dis- 6 -j- Attire ®.] 

trans. To divest of attire ; disrobe. 

a 1598 Spenser cited by Webster (1864). 1611 Cotgr. 
Descoeffer. . to disarray, disattire, vnhood, vneouer, the head. 
1677 Holyoke Diet. , Disattire, divestio. 

Bisattune (disathJm), v. [f. Dis- 6 + Attune.] 
trans. To put out of tune or harmony. 

1853 Lytton My Novel xi. xvi. (D.), Thus ever bringing 
before the mind of the harassed debtor (mages at war with 
love and with the poetry of life, he disattuned it, so to 
speak, for the reception of Nora’s letters. 

t Bisaugnie-nt, v. Oh. [Dis- 6.] trans. 
To reverse the augmentation of ; to diminish. 

1611 Cotgr., Desaugmenter, to disaugment, wane, di- 
minish. 1635 Quarles Embl. v. xiii, That everlasting trea- 
sure which hope deprives not, fortune disaugments not 

t Bisautlie’ntic, Obs . [Dis- 10 + Au- 

thentic.] The reverse of authentic ; not au- 
thoritative (see Authentic i). 

1591 G. Fletcher Russe Commw. (Hakl. Soc.) i26Derteine 
bookes. .of Moses ..which they say are al made disauthen- 
tique, and put out of use by the comming of Christ. 1619 
Purchas Microcosums lxix. 691 They. . account disauthen- 
tike the foure last Bookes of Moses. 

Bisautlie'nticate, v. [Dis- 6.] trans. To 
prove or pronounce non-authentic. 

1895 A. W. Benn in Academy i June 457/2 Among pas- 
sages disauthenticated, or at least pronounced doubtful. 

t Disairthorize, v. Obs. [f. Dis- 6 + Au- 
THORIZE.] t: a/is. 'l'o strip of authority ; to make 
or treat as of no authority. 

1548 Gest Pr. Masse 90 Then is y"’ once sacrifice of Christ 
utterly to be abandoned and disauthorized. 1563 Man 
M use ulus' 1 Commonpl. 153 a, Thei judged it best to d.is- 
authorise them [the scriptures of the Old Testament}. 1615 
Wadsworth in Bedell Lett (1624)8 As if their new censure 
were sufficient to disaucthorize the others auncient sen- 
tences 1689 DeJ. Liberty agst Tyrants 142 The general 
Assembly.. may . .even dis-authorize and depose a King. 

BisavaiT, v. ? Obs. [f. Dis- 6 + Avail v.\ 
fl. intr. To be the reverse of advantageous ; to 
be prejudicial or harmful. Oh. 

1430 Lydg. Chron. Troy v. xxxvi, They . . toke nought 
that might disauayle Unto that lande but it were vitayle. 
1549 Chalonkr Erasm. on Folly I ii] a, The same not 
seefdome disavaileth to the. .pleasure of the Iyfe. 

2 , trans. To disadvantage, injure, harm. 

’ 1471 Marg. Paston in P. Lett. No. 68 1 III. 24 Lete hym 
helpe me now, or elles it shall dysawayll hym better than 
the trebyll the money, a 1529 Skelton Col. Clou/e 1106 
Hyndering and dysavaylyng Holy Churche, our Mother. 
1530 Palsgr. 517/1, I disavayle one, I hynder his avaun- 
tage. .he hath disavayled me more than an hundred pounde. 
1754 Richardson Grandison (1781) II, iv. 52 ‘ I am an 
Englishman, gentlemen said I. .judging, .that plea would 
not disavail me. 

t Bis avail, sb. Obs. [f. prec. vb., after Avail 
D isadvantage, harm, loss. 

. c 1430' Lydg. Bochas it,, xix. (1558) .'33. a ' Hys wyfe of fro- 
warde doublenes, Which euer wrought to his disauayle. 1603 
J. Davies Microcosmos Wks. (1876) 11 If subjects’ peace 
■■ and glorie be the King’s, And their disgrace and strife his 
disavaile. 

Disavaunce, Disaventure, obs. forms of 
DisaUvance, Dtsaoventure. 
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f BisaTOErcb, v. Obs . [f. Dis- 6 + Avouch 
I n med.L. disadvocdre .] —Disavow. 

1597 Daniel C/7/. Wars iv. xxvi, They flatly disavouch 
X0 yelcl him more obedience. _ 1637 B* Humphrey tr. St. 
Ambrose Pref., Nnma Pompilius ceremonies were dis- 
avouched hy Quintus Petilius. 1679 Km in G. Hickes 
Spir. Popery 7 Disowning and dissavouching that which 
sometime we judged our honour to testifie for and avouch. 

Disavow (disavatr), v. Also 4 des-, 5 dys-. 
fa. F. desavouer (13th c. in Xiatz.-Darm.), f. des-, 
Dis- 4 + avouer Avow vj- In med.L. disavouare, 
disadvocdre . 1 

1. trans. To refuse to avow, own, or acknow- 
ledge; to disclaim knowledge of, responsibility for, 
or approbation of ; to disown, repudiate. 

1393 Lange. F. PL C. iv. 32a Boj?e kyng and kayser and 
)?e coroned pope May desauowe h at pey dude, c 1489 
Caxtont Sonnes of Ay man v. 134 Our fader hath dysavowed 
vs for the love of hym. ^ 1596 Spenser F. Q. vi. v. 37 Weary 
..Of warres. delight.. The name of knighthood he did dis- 
avow. 1659 B. Harris ParivaPs Iron Age 285 One of his 
Masters drew profit from it, and the other disavowed it. 
1748 Chesterf. LettAxj<yt\ II. dxxii. 137 Comte Pertingue 
..far from disavowing, confirms all that Mr. Harte has said. 
“1787 T. J efferson Writ. (3859) II. 2i2 The Emperor dis- 
avowed the concessions which had been made by his gover- 
nors. 1855 Macaulay Hist. Eng. III. 327 M effort never 
disavowed these papers. 1874 Green Short Hist. vi. § 6. 
328 The plan was simply that the King should! disavow the 
Papal jurisdiction. 

f 2 . To refuse to admit or acknowledge as true 
or valid ; to .deny. Obs. 

1611 Corea, Nier, to denie, disaduow ; say nay, gainsay. 
2629 Gaule Preset. The. 86 One disauowes him begotten of 
God; another, home of Mary. 1634 Ford P. War beck iv. 
ii, Yet can they never . . disavow my blood Plantagenet’s. 
1 660 F* Brooke tr. Le Blanc's Trav . 387 Complaining I 
had sold her a broken stone, which I disavowed. 
f 3 . To refuse to accept or entertain ; to decline. 
1639 Chapman Juvenal v. 167 An oil, for whose strength 
Romans disavow To bathe with Boccharis. 1640 Fuller 
Joseph's Coat iii. (1867) 135 They ..disavow to have any 
further dealing with worldlycontentments, 1660 F. Brooke 
tr. 'Le Blanc's Trav. 364 The Mexicans disavow all peace 
with their neighbouring enemies, .that they may be stored 
with prisoners of war for sacrifice. 

Hence Disavowed ppl. a ., Disavowing vhl. sb. 
and ppl. a . ; also Disavowal)!© a., liable to be 
disavowed ; Disavow *edly (-edli) adv in a dis- 
avowed manner; Bisavower, one that disavows 
(Ash 1775). 

1611 Cotgr., Niementy a denying, disaduowlng, or gain- 
saying. 1651-3 Jer. Taylor Serm. for Year 1. iv. 43 No 
patoliek or imaginative disavowings .. can be sufficient. 
2698 R. Ferguson View Ecclcs. 7 As that great and learned 
man Mr. Baxter. . disayowedly, and with an openess natural 
to him, doth express himself. 1889 Sat. Rev. 28 Sept. 345/2 
The disavowable, but not yet disavowed, agents of Russia. 

Disavowal (disavowal), [f. Disavow v. after 
Avowal.] The action of disavowing or refusing 
to acknowledge ; repudiation, denial. 

2748 Richardson Clarissa (J.), An earnest disavowal of 
fear, often proceeds from fear. 1828 DTsraeli Chas. /, I. v. 
1 14 The disavowal of the acts of a minister threw everything 
back. 1868 E. Edwards Raleigh I. ii. 30 An official dis- 
avowal followed in due course. 

t Disavowauce. Obs. rare. [f. Disavow^., 
after Avowange and OF. desavouance (14th c. in 
Godef.).] « Disavowal. 

a 1716 South Serm. VI. i. (R.) The very corner-stone of 
the English Reformation was laid in an utter denial and 
disavowauce of this point [the papal supremacy]. 

t Disavow*er K Obs. rare. [f. Disavow v. + 
-m.sujftx* : corresp. to F, desavouer , infinitive used 
subst.j Disavowing, disavowal. 

2648 Fairfax, etc. Remonstrance 33 This . . we can take 
to intend no lesse then a plaine dissavouer of this Treaty. 

Disavow-er - : see after Disavow v. 
tBisavowmeiit. Obs. rare. [f. Disavow v. 
+ -MENT : perh. repr. OF. desavouement (14th c. in 
Godef,)] = Disavowal. 

2637 Wotton Let. to Regius Professor In Reliq. Wotton. 
(2672) F iv a, His Holiness will not press you to any 
disavowment thereof, 

t Disavowry. Obs. [f. Disavow v., after 
Avowry and OF. desavomrie , desavowry (in 
Godef.).] The action of disavowing ; disavowal. 

1588 J. H[arvey] Discoursive Probl. 65 Concerning the 
generall disauory, and discredit of such special! matters. 
^1641 Bp, MoUNTAGU v#<7/jr $ Mon. (1642) 498 He dis- 
claymeth it utterly in that disavowry ; My Kingdome is not 
©r this world. 2650 B. Discollimimum 9 Christ . . thought 
siitch a 'Disavowry, .4. sufficient salvo for Ms act.' 

Disbalance (dishsHans), v. [f. Dis- 6 + 
Balance v.] trans. To disturb the balance or 
equilibrium of, to put out of balance. Hence Dis- 
balanced, Disbalancing///. adjs., DisbaTan.ce- 
saexLt, disturbance of equilibrium. 

Lynch Self-Imp rov. v. m Some are shy . . there is 
a decomposing, disbalancing force in them. , 2866 Alger 
Split. Nai.f Man iv. 252 To., enlarge existing disbalance- 
ments, and intensify the discords already experienced. 1885 
Rev. 7 Feb, 170/2 The' disbatanced mind of this par- 
ticular woman. ■; 

t BisbaTass, v. Obs. [f. Dis- 6 + halass, 
i§th.;c. 'form ■ of Ballast v.] ' ' tram. To, free from 
ballast or burden ; to disburden. 

..^S Hkwton Lemnie's Complex. (1633) 170 Man . , having 
disburdened and disbalassed himselfe of his provocative 


superfluous Spertne to fetch his breath the better. 1592 
G. Harvey New Letter 14 But now you must lend me 
patience untill I have disbalased my mind. 

Disband (disbte'nd), v. [ad. 16th c. F. des- 
bander , mod.F. debander ; in military sense after 
It. sbandare (cf. Sp., Pg. disbaudar), f. It. banda, 
F. bande, Band sbf>. 

In, the sense ‘ to unbind, loosen, let loose, unbend a bow 
etc. desbander (also desbender) goes back to 12th e. in 
OF. : cf. Disbend.) 

I. trans. 1 . To break up (a band or company) ; 
to dissolve and dismiss from service (a military or 
other force). 

2591 _ Garrard A rt IVarre 156 And afterwards disband 
them in such a place, 2649 Bp. Guthrie Mem. (1702) 43 
The Marquiss of Huntley .. disbanded his Forces. 1702 
De Foe Tmte-born Eng. 1. 148 No Parliament his Army 
cou’d disband. 2771 Junius Lett. IxiL 322 You talk of dis- 
banding the army with wonderful ease and indifference. 
1868 Pall Mall G. 23 July 5 The 1st East York Artillery 
Volunteers, .has been disbanded on account of insubordi- 
nate conduct. 1878 Bosw. Smith Carthage 72 When Aga- 
thocles died, his mercenary troops were disbanded. 

fb. To dismiss, discharge, or expel from a 
band or company. Obs. 

2626 J. Yates Ibis ad Caesarem ii. 6 You haue fathered 
vpon mee that bastard, which your selfe disbands. 1666 
Ld. Orrery State Letters (1743' n. 54 To take notice of my 
securing and disbanding Langley. r6 67 Flavel Saint 
Indeed (1754) 124 Thou art disbanded by death, and called 
off the field. _ 2699 Dampif.r Hoy. II. r. 71 After 30 years 
service a Soldier may petition to be disbanded, 
c. reft. ( *4.) 

1603 Knolles Hist. Turks (J.), They disbanded them- 
selves, and returned every man to his own dwelling. 2624 
Sylvester Beihulia's Rescue v. 20 Each, as him Hsteth, 
dares him now dis-band. 2652 tr. Hist. Don Fenise 275 
Leon disbanded himselfe upon, the instant. 1659 B. Harris 
Parival's Iron Age 77 marg.. His Army disbands it self. 
1855 Macaulay Hist. Eng. III. 252 They paid . . so much 
respect __ to William's authority as to disband themselves 
when his proclamation was published, 
f 2 . To let loose, turn off or out, dismiss from 
union or association, send away. Obs. 

2604. Earl Stirling Aurora iv. (R.), What savage bull 
disbanded from his stall, Of wrath a signe more inhumane 
could make? 1625 Bp. Mount agu App. Cvesar 11. ii. 1x4 
M. Mountagu .. hath disbanded theyn from their shelter. 
1643 Milton Divorce vii. (1852) 37 And therfore by all the 
united force of the Decalogue she [the wife) ought to be 
disbanded, unlesse we must set marriage above God and 
charity. lyigtr. Pancirollus* Rerum Mem. 1 . 11. x. 90 They 
disband all Trouble and Anxiety from the pensive Mind. 
1790 J. B. Mordon West India Islands 108 Her husband 
.. took the .. little ones into his own protection, and dis- 
banded their vile mother. 

f 3 . To break up the constitution of, dissolve, 
disintegrate. Obs. 

2695 Woodward Nat. Hist. Earth hi, ii. (2723) 276 That 
a Quantity of Water sufficient to make such a Deluge was 
created , .and, when the Business was done, all disbanded 
again and annihilated. 1793 W, Roberts Looker-on IxvL 
(1794) IIL 31 The very elements of civilization hare been 
destroyed in a moment, and society itself disbanded. 

II. intr. (for reft.) 

4 . To break up as a body of soldiers, to cease 
to be a band or company ; to break rank, fall into 
disorder, disperse ; to leave military service. 

1598 Barret Theor. Warres 11. i. 28 Shewing them, .how 
to disband, and how to fal into troupes, a 2608 Sir E. Vere 
Comm. 8 , 1 commanded our men not to disband, but pursue 
them. 1 61 1 Speed Hist. Gt. Brit. vi. xiv. § 12. 92 The rest 
disbanded, turned their backes, and fled toward the desert. 
1724 De Foe Mem. Cavalier 1,1840) 200 They began to dis- 
band, and run^every way. 1835 Alison Hist. Europe 
(1849-50) III. xiii. § 30, 26 The troops .. openly threatened 
to disband. 1855 Macaulay Hist. Eng. III. 268 Feversham 
had ordered all the royal army to disband. 

f 5 . To break up into its constituent parts, dis- 
solve; to separate, retire from association. Obs. 

1633 G. Herbert Temple , A ssurance vi, When both rocks 
and all things shall disband. 1649 J er. Taylor Gt. Exemp. 
11. vfii. 8q He makes a confident resolution .. though the 
purpose disbands upon the next temptation. 1697 Collier 
Ess. Mor. Subj. 1.(1709) 217 They [Men of Honour) should 
throw up their Fortune ; and Disband from Society. 

Hence Disba-nded ppl. a ., turned loose out of 
their ranks; disordered; scattered or dispersed; 
dismissed ; Disba'nding vbl. sb. and ppl. a. 

x6ix Cotgr., Desbandade , a disbanding ; a cassing of 
whole troups, or companies of souldiours. — Desbande, 
disbanded. 1625 Markham Souldier's Accid. 15 The Ser- 

f eants are . . to leade loose and disbanded fyles of Shot in 
kirmish. 2641 Nicholas Papers (Camden) i& Letters . . 
touchinge the disbandxnge of the Scottish© Armie. 2679-88 
Seer. Sen/. Money Chas. II $ Jas. II (Camden) 36 To . . 
2,159?* 13 s 9 d . . paid . . for the disbanding tax for the county 
of Leicest r . 1689 Luttrell Brief R el. (2857) L The 
house of commons had the late disbanded judges before 
them. 172a A rbuthnqt John Bullm. iii, ; A poor disbanded 
officer, a 1859 Macaulay Hist. Eng. xxiv. V. 270 He ad- 
mitted it to be necessary for* him to give his assent to the 
disbanding bill. 1874 Green Short Hist. viii. § 6. 524 
The disbanded soldiers of the array . . spread over the 
country. 

Disbandment (disbandment). [f. prec. 
+ -ment: cf. F. debandement (1 701 in Hatz.- 
Darm.)} The action or fact of disbanding or 
dispersing ; dismissal from corporate existence. 

1720 Lond. Gas. No. 5875/2 Full Pay allowed . . for doing 
Dufy after Disbandment. 2768-74 Tucker Lt. Nat. (2852) 
II. 282 The very recent disbandment of that body-guard of 
popery the Jesuits. 1837 Carlyle Ft. Rev. II. 11. 111.(1848) 


f 7 The august Assembly . . dare nowise resolve, with Mira- 
eau, on an instantaneous disbandment and extinction. 2864 
Daily Tel. 3 Sept., The disbandment of the Basingstoke 
Rifles. 

t Bisba*ndon» V. Obs. rare. [By-form of 
Disband v. after Bandon.] = Disband. 

2640-2 Kirkcudbr. War-Comm. Min. Bk. (1855) 48 Thalr 
sogers are disbandoning for want of man tean merit. 1641 
Earl Monmouth tr. B Midi's Ch/ill Warres 1. 74 The King 
writ unto him to disbandon his forces. 

T Bisba'Xtk, v - Obs. rare. [f. Dis- 7 c + Bank 
intr. (for reft.) To pass over its banks or 
borders ; to overflow, to debord. 

1660 F. Brooke tr. Le Blanc's Trav. 2x8 The River Zuama, 
which disbanks as Nile do's. 

T Disba'r, V* Obs. [f. Dis- 1 + Bar v. : cf. OF. 
desbarrer, mod.F. dibarrer to unbar : see Debar.] 
tram. To exclude, shut out, prevent, stop ; = 
Debar v. 

2565 Golding Ovid's Met. x. (1593) 255 Then Neptunes 
impe her svviftnesse to disbarre, Trolld downe a tone-side of 
the way one apple of the three. 1571 — - Calvin on Ps. To 
Rdr. 10 Too the intent all vaunting myght bee disbarred 
the further of. 2598 Barret Theor , Warres iv, iv. 214 To 
disbarre all odds and ineonueniences. 

Disbar (disbau), vf [f. Dis- 7 + Bar j&J] 
1 . trans. To expel from the bar ; to deprive of the 
status and privileges of a barrister. 

1633 R. Verney in Ferney Papers (1853) 157 He is to be 
degraded in the universitie, disbarred at the innes of court. 
1828 Edin. Rev. XLVII I. 495 In his Utopia such practisers 
..would be disbarred. 2848 Wharton Law Lex., Dis- 
barringy expelling a barrister from the bar, a power vested 
in the benchers of the four inns of court, subject to an appeal 
to fifteen Judges. 1871 Daily News 15 Apr. 2 In the event 
of a barrister being disbarred .. the J udges may revise and 
reverse the decrees of the benchers, 
f 2 . To deprive of bars or that which bars. Obs. 
2636 N. Wallington in Ann. Dubrensia (2877) 33 When 
all forts are disbarr'd Of Battlements, of Gunnes, and Bui* 
warkes marr’d. 

Bisba’rbarize, v. rare. [f. Dis- 6 + Bar- 
barize.] a. trans. To free from barbarism ; = 
Debarbarize. b. intr. (for reft.) To cease to be 
barbarous; to lay aside barbarism. 

2803 W. Taylor in Ann. Rev. 1 . 362 A new proof that 
benevolence alone disbarbarizes the savage. 1805 Ibid. III. 
322 The slave-coast began from that period to disbar- 
barize. 

t BisfoarkCdisbauk),#. 1 Obs. Also 6-7 -barke, 
7-8 -barque, [ad. F. desbarquer (1564 in Hatz.- 
Darm.), mod.F. debar quer, f. des-, Dis- 4 + barque 
Bark sbf ; cf. It. sbarcare .] = Debark vJ 9 Dis- 
embark. a. trans. 

2552 Act 5-6 Edw. VI , c. 14 § 12 If he. .there do disbark, 
unlade and sell the same. 1632 Lithgow Trav. v. 287 That 
in the night, they should have entred the Haven, disbarke 
their men, and scale the walles. 2709 Royal Proclam. 20 Oct. 
in Lond. Gaz. No. 4605/1 [To] be .. carried . . to the Port .. 
and there to disbarque and sell the same. 2725 Pope Odyss. 
xi. 22 We . . Disbark the sheep, an offering to the gods, 
b. intr. (for reft.) 

2585 T. Washington tr. Nicholay's Voy. n. vii. 37 b, From 
Constantinople into Italy, where 1 disbarked to go to Rome. 
1692 Hacke Collect. Orig. Voy. (1699) 1 ^- Being now 
got to Leghorn.. I there disbarqued. 2842 Manning Unity 
of Church 1. iv. 207 We read that he ‘disbarking from the 
ship with great joy, hastened to see St. Polycarp \ 

Hence Disba*rking vbl. sb. 

2598 FloRio, SbarcamentOy an vnshtpping, a disbarking, 
a landing. 1625 J, Glanvill Voy. to Cadiz 33 [To) finde a 
landing place fitted for our disbarkemg. 

Bisba'rk, v* Also 6-7 -barke, 7 -barque, 
[f. Dis- 7 a + Bark sb. 1 : cf. Debark vi 1 ] trans. 
To divest of the bark, strip the bark off (a tree), 
decorticate; = Debark vf 
1578 Florio 1st Fruit es 86 The forreyne knyfe doothe dis- 
barke it. 1657 Austen F/rnit Trees 1. 102 If we disbarke 
a bough or branch where sap is up, 2797-2803 Foster in 
Life # Corr. (1846) I. 176 Oaks cut down, disbarked and 
embrowned by time. 282a Sporting Mag. XXXIX. 192 
Disbarking those whose tops they [rabbits] cannot reach, 
b. To strip off (bark). 

1659 Gate Lange. Uni. x. § 109 marg. y Die hard rlnde 
(outward bark which may be disbarked) is without. 

Hence Disba*rked ppl. a., divested of bark ; Dis- 
ba-rking vbl. sb., decortication. 

2602 Holland Pliny I. 541 Neither doth the tree Adrachne 
find any hurt or offence by disbarking. 1657 Austen Fruit 
Trees 1. 237 This bough maybe cut off below the disbarked 
place.,; 2725, Bradley Fam. Diet. s.v. Tree, The pricking 
and disbarking of the Roots. 

Disbarment (disbarment), [f. Disbar v 2 + 
-MENT.] The action of disbarring a barrister. 

2862 Sat . Rev. XIII. 639/2 Appealing .. against the 
Benchers' sentence of disbarment. ;■ 2874 Daily News 5 Dec*, 
As he means to appeal against their order of disbenchment, 
he should include m that appeal their order for disbarment. 

t Disba*se, ^ Obs. rare . [f. Dis- 5 4 Base 
vJ : cf. Abase, Debase.] trans. *= Debase* 

a 2592 Greene A iphonsus Dram. Wks. II. 56 First I will 
die in the thickest of the foe Before I will disbase mine 
honour so. 1602 B. Jonson Poetaster n. i, Before I disbased 
[v.r. disbast) myself, from my hood and my farthingal to 
these bum-rowls and your whale-bone bodice. 

Disbeau tify, V. rare. [Dis- 6.] trans. To 
undo the beautifying of, deprive of beauty. 

2577 Stanyhurst Descr. IreL in Holinsked VI. 5 The 
women have an harsh and brode kind of pronuntiation . . 
which dooth disbeautifie their English above measure. 


DXSBECOME, 


DISBURDEN. 


t Disbeco*me s v* Obs. [f. Dis- 6 + Become v. 
Ill,] traits. To misbecome; to be unbefitting for 
or unworthy of. Hence Bisbeco*ming ppl. a. t un- 
becoming, unbefitting. 

263a Massinger & Field Fatal Dowry v. ii, [Lest] your 
compassion.. Move you to anything that may disbecome 
The place on which you sit. a 1639 W. W hately Prototypes 
Ii. xxix.(i64o) 163 No calling, .can so much disbecome a man, 
or reproach and abase him . . then this of having no calling. 
Ibid 11. xxxiv. (1640) 174 This forgetfulnesse .. is a most 
disbecomming vice. 

Disbelief (disbHrf). [f. Dis- 9 4* Belief.] 
The action or an act of disbelieving ; mental rejec- 
tion of a statement or assertion; positive un- 
belief. 

167a Wilkins Nat. Reitz, r, ili. (R.), Those who will pre- 
tend such kind of grounds for their disbelief of any thing. 
a. 1694 Tillotson (J.), Our belief or disbelief of a thing does 
not alter the nature of the thing. 1696 Whiston Tk. Earth 
in. (1722) 277 , 1 have, I think, just reasons for my Disbelief. 
1791 Mrs. Radcliffe Rom. Forest vii, Your good sense, 
Adeline, I think, will teach you the merit of disbelief. 
1865 Lecky Rationalism I. i. 12 A disbelief in ghosts and 
witches was one of the most prominent characteristics of 
scepticism in the seventeenth century. 1874 Carpenter 
Matt. Phys. 11. xx. (1879) 609 [They] will drift away into 
either vague unbelief or absolute disbelief. 

Disbelieve (disbilrv), v. [f. Dis- 6 + Be- 
lieve v.] 

1 . trans. Not to believe or credit ; to refuse 
credence to : a. a statement or (alleged) fact: To 
reject the truth, or reality of. (With simple obj. or 
obj. clause.) 

1644 [see Disbelieving below]. 1678 Cudworth Intell. 
Syst. 18 (R.) There have been doubtless in all ages such as 
have disbelieved the existence of any thing but what was 
sensible. 1713 Sped. No. 527 r 2 People will be as slow 
and unwilling in disbelieving scandal, as they are quick and 
forward in believing it. 1795 Southey Joan of Arc 1. 77 
That misgiving which precedes belief In what was disbe- 
lieved and scoff’d at late For folly. 1864 J. H. Newman 
Apologia 162 Did Henry VIII .. disbelieve Purgatory? 
1874 Carpenter Ment. Phys. 1. ix. § 2 (1879) 395 does not 
rest with any man to determine what he snail believe or 
what he shall disbelieve. 1878 Browning La Saisiaz 68 
He disbelieves In the heart of him that edict which for 
truth his head receives. 

b. a person in making a statement. 

1699 Bentley Phal. 273 Plutarch disbelieved Phanias. 
1826 Hallam in Edin. Rev. XLIV. 2 There would be no 
historical certainty remaining, if it were possible to disbelieve 
such a contemporary witness as Sir Thomas More. 

2. absol. or intr. 

1755 Young Centaur i. Wks. 1757 IV. 106 Eve doubted, 
and then eat. .most of Eve’s daughters first taste, and then 
disbelieve. 1795 Southey Joan of Arc \\ 1. 188, I feet it is 
not possible to hear and disbelieve. 1818-60 Whately 
Commonpl. Bk, (1864) 48 It is very evident that the opposite 
to credulity is scepticism, and that to disbelieve is to 
believe. 

3 . intr. with in : Not to believe in; to have no 
faith in : cf. Believe i, 3. 

1834 IV. Ind. Sketch-bk. I. 172 He disbelieves in the 
glowing changes of colour in the dying dolphin. 1856 
Mrs. Browning Aur. Leigh v. 739 , 1 disbelieve in Christian 
pagans, much As you in women-fishes. 1869 Freeman 
Norm. Conq . (1876) III. xii. 222 , 1 do not altogether dis- 
believe In the story. 

Hence Disbelieving vbl. sb. and ppl. a. ; Dis- 
believingly adv., in a disbelieving manner ; with 
disbelief. 

1644 Hammond Pract. Cateck. (J.), The disbelieving of an 
eternal truth of God’s. 1893 Chicago Advance 22 June, 
Hester shook her head disbelievingly, but Daisy rattled on. 

Disbeliever. [f. prec, + -er k] One who 
disbelieves or refuses belief ; an unbeliever. 

1648 W. Mount ague Devout Ess. 1. viiL § 2 (R.) The in- 
credulous and disbelievers of the facility of this medium, 
a 1748 Watts (J.), An humble soul is frighted into senti- 
ments, because a man of great name pronounces heresy 
upon the contrary sentiments, and casts the disbeliever out 
of the church. 1799 Southey Lett. (18561 L 64 , 1 am not 
a disbeliever in these things, but that story is not among 
the credible ones. 1818 Whewell in Todhunter's Acct. 
(1876) II. 26 He attacks disbelievers, but has very little to 
say to mere ««believers. 

Bisbencli (disbemj) , v. [f. Dis- 70 + Bench */\] 
fl. trans. To remove or displace from a bench 
or seat ; to unseat. Obs. 

1607 Shaks. Cor . 11. ii. 75 Sir, I hope my words dis-bench’d 
you not ? 

2 . To deprive of the status of a bencher ; to strike 
off the name of (a person) from the roll of the 
senior members of the Inns of Court. 

1874 Observer 2 Aug., After a long deliberation they de- 
cided to disbench JDr. Kenealy..It was further intimated 
that if the publication of the Englishman was continued . . 
as heretofore, the Benchers might have to consider the 
necessity of disbarring him. 

Hence Disbe'nchment, the fact or process of 
disbenching (sense 2). 

1874 [see Disbarment]. 

t Disbe’nd, v. Obs . [f. Dis- 6 + Bend v. : cf. 
OF. desbender , var. of desbander in same sense.] 
trans. To unbend (eg. a bow), relax, let loose. 

1607 Earl Stirling Jul. Caesar in. ii. Chor., As libertie 
a courage doth impart. So bondage doth disbend, els breake 
the heart. 1633 Lithgow Trav. x. 488, I Organize the 
Truth, you Allegate the Sense, Disbending cominous de- 
fects, in your absurd pretence. 
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tBisM’nd, v. Obs . rare. [Dis- 6.] trans . 
To unbind, to loose. 

a 3638 Mede Disc. Matt. vi. 9 (1672) 1. 12 How dare we 
dis-bind or loose our selves from the tye of that way of 
agnizing and honouring God ? 

Disbi*sli©p, v. nonce-wd. [f. Dis- 7 b.] trans. 
To deprive of episcopal office or dignity. 

2585 Abp. Sandys Serm. (1841) 43 He is easily dealt withal 
if he be disbishopped. 

f Bisbla*me, v. Obs. [a. OF. desblasmer , 
-bldmer, f. des- (Dis- 4) + blasmer to Blame ] 
trans. To free from blame, acquit, exculpate. 
Hence Disbla*ming vbl. sb., exculpation. 

c 1374 Chaucer T toy his it, Prol. 17, 1 . . pray yow mekely, 
Disblameth me yf on y word be lame. For as myn auctor 
seyde so sey I. 1631 Celestina vi. 75 Thou hadst come to 
disblame and excuse thy doings. 1638 Baker tr. Balzac's 
Lett. in. (1654)79 But to disblame both of us, I beseech you 
hereafter to have more care of my modesty. 1656 Finett 
For. Ambass. 240 (T.) His humble request but of one 
quarter of an hour’s audience for his disblaming. 

Disblo'ck, v. rare. [f. Dis- 7 c + Block sb. 
4 c, d.] trans. To remove (something) from the 
block (or head) on which it is placed. 

1665 J. Wilson Projectors 1. Dram. Wksj. (1874) 224 Do 
you not observe, sir, how hard he wrings his brows, to the 
manifest hazard of disblocking his periwig ? 

Disbloo'm, v. [f. Dis- 7 a + Bloom sb."] trans. 
To deprive of bloom. Hence Disblocmed ppl. a. 

1884 Stevenson Old Mortality in Longm. Mag. IV. 7 6 
A faint flavour of the gardener hung about them [the grave- 
diggers], but sophisticated and disbloomed. 

f Bisboa*rd, V. Obs. rare. Also 7 disbord. 
[a. OF. desborder (mod.F. diborder ) (in various 
senses), f. des - (Dis- 1) + lord, Board.] 

1 . intr. = Disembark. 

1615 Chapman Odyss. xiv. 486 They streightly bound me, 
and did all disbord To shore to supper, in contentious rout. 

2 . To pass outside or over the border or edge. 
Cf. Debord v. 2. 

1725 Bradley Fam. Diet. s.v. Shoeing , If the Foot be very 
narrow let the Shoe disboard without the Hoof. 

Bisbody (disty?* di), v. [f. Dis- 7 + Body sb ] 
trans. — Disembody. Hence Disbodied ppl. a ., 
disembodied. 

1646 J. Hall Poems 38 Come, Julia, come 1 let ’s once dis- 
body what Strait matter ties to this and not to that. 1662 
Glanvill Lux Orient. 143 (T.) They conceive that the dis- 
bodied souls shall return, .and be joined again to bodies of 
purified and duly prepared air. 1734 Watts Reliq. Juv. 
(1789) 9 Ten thousand tongues Of hymning seraphs and 
disbodied saints. 1870 Lowell Cathedral Poet. Wks. (1879) 
448 We cannot make each meal a sacrament, Nor with our 
tailors be disbodied souls. 

t BisTbcrgne, V. Obs. rare. [f. Dis- 6 + stem 
of Em-bogue, perh. after Sp. desbocar — desembocar 
to disembogue, f. des- ~ Dis 1 +boca mouth : the 
corresp. Fr. is diboncher : see Debouch.] intr. « 
Disembogue. 

1600 Hakluyt Voy. (1810) III. 302 The current of the 
Bay of Mexico, disbogging betweene the Cape of Florida 
and Havana. 1628 Hobbes Thucyd. (18221 25 Near unto 
it disbogueth into the sea the lake Acherusia. 

Disboscation. [ad, med. L, disboscation- em 
(Du Cange), f. Dis- 4+ med.L. boscus , boscum 
wood.] The clearing away of woods; the con- 
version of wooded land into arable or pasture. 

1726 Diet. Rust. (ed. 3 )fDisbo[s]cation, a turning of Wood- 
ground into Arable or Pasture. Hence 1727 in Bradley 
Fam. Diet ; 1764 in Bailey (folio, ed. Scott) ; 1775 in Ash ; 
and in mod. Diets. 

Disbosom (disbu-zoin), v. [Dis- 7 c.] trans. 
To disburden one's bosom of ; to unbosom ; to 
confess. Hence Disbo*soming vbl. sb. 

1844 Browning Colombe's Birthday 1. Poems 1887 II. 185 
This prompt disbosoming of love. 1868 — Ring Bk. in. 
614 Home went Violante and disbosomed all. 

t Bisbou nd, v l Obs. rare . [f. Dis- 1 + 

Bound v. 1 } trans. To separate by boundaries. 

1621 Ainsworth Annot. Pentat. Lev. xxi. 24 Separated, 
in Greeke disparted (or disbounded) you from all the na- 
tions. 

Bisbotrnd, v.% [f. Dis- 7 c + Bound sb J] intr. 
To extend beyond its bounds. (Cf. Disbank, 
Disboard 2.) 

1843 E. Jones Poems, Sens. <$• Event 39 The company 
multiplies, the space disbounds. 

Disbourgeon, obs. form of Disburgeon. 
Disbowel (disbau’el), v. In 5 dysbowalyn. 
[f. Dis- 7 a + Bowel sb .] trans. To take out the 
bowels of, eviscerate; = Disembowel. lit. and fig. 

C1440 Promp. Parv. 122 Dysbowalyn, eviscero, exentero. 
1591 Spenser Ruins ofRojne 383 A great Oke . . halfe dis- 
bowel’d lies aboue the ground. 1708 Wilson, etc. tr. 
Pcironius Arbiter 75 The Cook that had forgotten to dis- 
bowel the Hog. 1711 Luttrell Brief Rel. (1857) VI. 704 
His body has been disbowelled, and put into pickle, 
b. To take out (bowels or viscera). 

1591 R. W. Tancred Gismunda v. i. in Hazl. Dodsley 
VII. 83 Thus was Earl Palurin Strangled unto the death, yea, 
after death His heart and blood disbowell'd from his breast. 

Hence Disbo'welled ppl. a., Disbcwelling 
vbl. sb. 

c 1440 Promp. Parv. 122 Dysbowalynge, evisceracio . 
1680 Lond. Gaz. No. 1508/4 A most Curious and Excellent 
way of Preserving Dead Bodies, from Putrefaction . . with- 
out Disbowelling, seer-cloathing, mangling or Cutting any 


part thereof, -at 719 Addison tr. Horace Wks. (1758) 146 
Nor the disbowelfd earth explore In search of the forbidden 
ore. 1871 Rossetti Poems, Burden of Nineveh ii, ‘Twas 
bull, ’twas mitred Minotaur, A dead disbowelled mystery. 

Distrain (disbr^-n), v. [f. Dis- 7 a + Brain 
sb.] trans. To deprive of the brain ; to dash out 
the brains of; to remove the brain from. Hence 
Disbrained ppl. a. 

1631 Celestina xx. 196 What cruelty were it in me, he 
dying disbrained, that I should live pained all the daies of 
my life? 2884 Nature XXX. 260 If the cerebrum were 
removed . . disbrained and decapitated animals manifested 
much stronger reflex movements. 

Disbranch (disbrernf), v. [f. Dis- ?a + 
Branch sb . : cf. OF. desbrancher , -chir (in 
Godef.), f. des- (Dis- 4) + br anchor, f. branche 
Branch sb.] 

X. trans . To cut or break off the branches of ; to 
deprive or strip of branches. 

157S Art of Planting 15 If the trees be great . . ye must 
disbranch them afore ye set them, agayne. 2600 Surflet 
Countrie Fanne in. xlvi. 517 It is best to disbranch and 
prune trees when the sap beginneth to rise vp into them. 
2719 London & Wise Compl.Gard. ix. i. 279 Peas that are 
disbranched, bear a more plentiful Crop than others. 1889 
G. G. A. Murray Gobi or Shamo xiv. 228 The fury of the 
explosion had uprooted and disbranched the . . trees. 

2 . To cut or break off, as a branch ; to sever. 

1605 Shaks. Lear iv. ii. 34 She that herself will sliver and 
disbranch From her material sap, perforce must wither And 
come to deadly use. 1611 Speed Hist. Gt. Brit. ix. viii. 

§ 28 (R.) That duke-dome . . disbranched from. France since 
the year eight hundred eighty-fiue, was againe rent away. 
1796 Lamb Let Wks. (1840) 14, I conjecture it is 4 dis- 
branched ’ from one of your embryo hymns. 1855 Swin- 
burne Atalanta 126 All this flower of life Disbranched 
and. desecrated miserably. 

f 3 . intr. To branch off, spring out of. rare . 

1622 Peacham Covtpl. Gent. 162 Cavendish : out of which 
familie disbranched that famous Travailer, Master Thomas 
Cavendish. 

Hence Disbra-ncliod ppl. a., Disbra-nching 
vbl. sb. 

1616 Surfl. & Markh. Country Farme 401 This disbranch- 
ing must be done in the decrease of the Moone. 1843 
Zoologist I. 305 An old disbranched fir. 
t Bisbro’tlier, v. Obs. nonce-wd. [Dis- 7 b.] 
trans . To undo the brotherhood of ; to make no 
longer brothers. 

2622 Mabbe tr. Aleman's Guzman d A If. 1. (1623) 75 No- 
thing did difference them, but their Religion, whereof . . they 
never argued, that they might not dis-brother themselues. 

tDisbirckle, V. Obs. rare. [Dis- 6.] trans. 
To undo the buckling of, to unbuckle, draw apart, 
1562 Phaer JEneid ix, Armes disbukling seuerall wayes 
[diversaque brachia ducens]. 

Disbud (disbzrd), v. [f. Dis- 7 a + Bud sb.] 
trans. To remove the buds of; to deprive of 
(superfluous) buds. 

2727 Bradley Fam. Diet s.v. Disbudding Peaches, 
Apricocks, etc. are. .disbudded, that the remaining Branches 
may be the better preserv’d. 2862 Delamer FL Card. 167 
Disbud dog-rose stocks, leaving only those buds to shoot, 
on whichyou intend to insert your bud. 1882 Garden 14 Jan. 
28/2 To prevent our Cherries and Plums from being entirely 
disbudded we are obliged to use a considerable amount of 
powder and shot every year. 

Hence Disbu dding vbl.sb. ; Bisbirdder, one 
who disbuds. 

2725 Bradley Fam. Diet . s. v. Peach, The disbudding or 
nipping . . consists in taking away the useless Branches, 
and such as are found to be irregularly scituated. 2765 
Earl of Haddington Forest-trees 9 Such disbuddings and 
prunings as I have advised. 2888 Wood Farmer's Friends 
Foes 47 The bullfinch . . acting the part of a pruner and 
disbudder. 

Disburden, -burthen (distw-id’n, -b»u$’n), 
v. [f. Dis- 7 + Burden, Burthen sb.] 

1 . trans. To remove a burden from (the bearer) J 
to relieve of a burden, lit. and fig. 

2532-2 A ct 23 Hen. VIII , c. 20. § 3 The Kynges Highnes. . 
coveting to disborden this realme of the seid great exaccions 
and intollerable charges of annates. 1576 Fleming Panopt. 
Epist. 40, I am disburdened and eased of many cares and 
troubles. 1681 Dryden Sp. Friar iv. i, You know, she 
disburdened her conscience this morning to you. 2734 tr. 
R oilin’ s Anc. Hist. (1827) II. in. 155 To ease and disburden 
the hive of its superfluous inhabitants. 2863 Geo. Eliot 
R omola 1. xvii, The need she felt to disburden her mind. 

reft. 2612 Proc. Virginia 47 in Capt. Smith’s Wks. ( Arb.) 
125 The Ship haying disburdened her selfe of 70 persons . . 
set forward. 2822 A. Fisher Jrnl. 19 Gulls are not the 
only birds that disburden themselves of their prey when 
ursued. 2840 Dickens Old C. Shop lii, Having now dis- 
urdened himself of his great surprise, the schoolmaster sat 
down, 

2 . trans. To get rid of (a burden) ; to discharge, 
unload. 

a 2586 Sidney (J.), Though by my thoughts I’ve plunged 
Into my life's bondage, I yet may disburden a passion. 
2662 J. Davies tr. Olearius' Vog. Ambass. 31 Obliging 
strangers to disburthen in the City all the Merchandises 
which pass through it. 2723 Addison Cato i. vi, Lucia, dis- 
burden ail thy cares on me. 2802 Southey Thalaba v. iii, 
A desert Pelican.. Her load of water had disburtheu’d there, 
1828 Life Planter Jamaica (ed. 2) 149 Obtaining an excuse 
for disburdening his wrath upon her. 

b. refi. To discharge or empty itself ; to fall as 
a river. Also fig. ; 

2600 J. Pory tr. Leo’s Africa 11. 333 This small river ., 
disburdened it selfe into the sea not farre from the citie. 
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1647 Stapvlton Juvenal 231 The port of Hostia, where 
Tiber disburdens it self into the Tyrrhene sea. 1761 Hume 
Hist. Eng. I. iii. 65 A new generation of men . . who could 
no longer disburden themselves on Normandy. 

3. intr. (for refill) To unload, to discharge its 
load. 

1667 Milton P. L . v. 319 Where Nature multiplies Her 
fertil growth, and by disburd’ning grows More fruitful. 
c 1820 S. Rogers Italy , St. Mark's Place 217 The prison- 
boat, that boat with many oars . , Disburdening in the Canal 
Orfano, That drowning-place. 

Disburdened, -burthened, ppl. a. [f. 

prec. + .-bd L] Freed from burden. 

1398 Florio, Scarico, free, quit, discharged, disburdened. 
1615 J. Stephens Satyr. Ess. 133 Verses proceed from a dis- 
burthend braine. 1772 Fletcher Logica Genev . 11 The 
disburdened clouds begin to break. 1832 G. Downes Lett. 
Cent. Countries I. 506 Two or three disburdened vehicles. 
1836 Bryant Poems, Ages xxv, With glad embrace The 
fair disburdened lands welcome a nobler race. 

Disburdening, -burthening, vbl. sb. [£ 
as prec. 4 -ing 1.] 

1. A freeing from burden ; discharge ; unloading. 

1581 in W. H. Turner Select. Pec. Oxford 415 Towardes 
the disburdening of the flee farme. 1644 Milton Areof. 
(Arb.) 61 This is not. .thedisburdningof a particular fancie. 
3:709 Strype Ann. Ref. I. ii. 55 For the disburdening of 
their consciences. 

+ 2. That which is discharged ; a discharge. Ohs. 

1686 ^Ethiopian Adv. Heliodorus 7 (Jod.) A valley, that 
receives the inundations and disburdenmgs of Nilus. 

Disburdening, ppl. a. [f. as prec. 4 -ing 2 ] 
That disburdens. 

1836 Thirlwall Greece II. xi. 34 Solon . . met the reason- 
able expectations, .by his disburdening ordinance. 

Bisburdenment, -burtbenment. [f. 
Disburden v. 4 -ment.] The act or process of 
disburdening ; the fact of being disburdened. 

1818 Bentham Ch.-Eng. Pref. 35 Whether any such dis- 
burthenment shall be attempted. 1839 Geo. Eliot A. Bede 
xi, He bad never yet confessed his secret to Adam, but 
now he felt a delicious sense of disburthenment. 

tDisburgeon, V. Obs . rare. Also 7 -gen. 
[f. Dis- 7a + Burgeon jA] trans . = Disbud. 
Hence Disbirrgeoning vbl. sb. 

1601 Holland Pliny I. 533 For disburgening of vines, 
and clensing them of their superfluous leaues. Ibid. 338 
Not . , to disburgen or deffoile altogether such trees. 

Disbursable (disbzrisabT), a. [f. Disburse 
v. + - able.] Capable of being disbursed. 

1885 G. Meredith Diana I. xiv. 291 Anecdotes also are 
portable .. they can be carried home, they are disbursable 
at other tables. 

t Bisbu*rsage» Obs. rare. [f. as prec. 4 -age.] 
The act of disbursing ; disbursement ; expenditure. 

1721 Strype Eccl. Mem. II. xxix. 490 An account, .of the 
payment, and disbursage and discharge of the same. 

Disbursatory (disbcusatari), a. [f. L. type 

*disbursdre: see next, and -ORY.] Characterized 
by or given to disbursing. 

1863 Mrs. C. Clarke Shahs. Char. vi. 161 Fenton, the 
least capable of the three suitors to be disbursatory. 

Disburse (disbars), v. Also 6 -bourse, 
•bource, -bursse. [orig. disbourse, a. OF. des- 
bourser ( 1 3th c. in Hatz.-Darm.), mod. F. dlbaurser, 
in same senses, f. des-, Dis- 4 4 bourse purse. Af- 
terwards assimilated to L. bursa , as if repr. a L. 
*disbursare. Cf. Deburse, Disburse.] 

1. trans. To pay out or expend (money); to pay 
or defray (costs, expenses). 

1330 Palsgr. 517/2, I have disboursed for hym above a 
hundred pounde. 1390 Shaks. Com. Err. iv. i. 38 Take 
the Chains, and bid my wife Disburse the summe, on the 
receipt thereof.^ 1591 Horsey Trav. (Hakluyt Soc.) 220, 
I disburst to him and them 300 dollets. 1647 N. Bacon 
Disc. Govt. 11. vii. (1739) 42 Importation does bring in more 
profit than Exportation disbursed!. 1702 De Foe True- 
born Eng. Introd. 33 Who Fifty Millions Sterling have 
disburs'd. 1776 Trial of Nundocomar 16/2 Whatever con- 
tingent expenses you may find it necessary to disburse in 
Calcutta, a 1839 Macaulay Hist. Eng. V. 251 They had 
disbursed money largely, and had disbursed it with the 
certainty that they should never be re-imbursed unless the 
outlay proved beneficial to the public. 
i b. To defray (a charge). Obs. 

2348 Hall Chron., Hen. IV, 31 To disbource and pay al 
the costes and charges. 2394 Plat Jewell-ho. 111. 30 Dis- 
bursing the charge both of the Beere, and the ingredients. 
2611 Cokyat Crudities 377 Rupertus Duke of Alemanny 
disbursed the greatest charge thereof. 

c. To pay for or on account of (anything), fare. 

i860 Merc. Marine Mag. VII. 73 Commission on cash 

advanced to disburse the snip, 5 per cent. 

d. absol. To make disbursement. 

1615 J. Stephens Satyr. Ess. 12 Each alike constraines 
The hunger-bitten Client to disburse. 2636 Davenant Wits 
u > Sir . . you must disburse, For gold is a restorative. 
Mod. He has disbursed liberally in support of the cause. 

+ 2. fig. and trans/. To spend, give out or away. 

*593 Shaks. Lucr. 1203 And all my Fame that Hues dis- 
bursed be To those that Hue and thinke no. shame of me. 
2621 Quarles ^ A rgalus # P. (1678) 52 In a whispering 
tonguage, he disburs'd His various thoughts. 1642 Fuller 
Holy Sr Prof. St. 11. xix. [b] 126 He had rather disburse his 
V*® present. 2671 Grew Anat. Plants 1. i. § 40. 
(1082) 8 The said Sap being disbursed back into all the 
seminal Root. 

Hence Disbursed ppl. a . ; Disbursing vbl. sb. 
and ppl. a. 

*5^4 Golding Justine 35 (R.) He demanded to haue the 


disbursing of the mony himselfe. 2612 Cotgr., Desboursi, 
disbursed, laid out of a purse. 2615 G. Sandys Trav. 1. 61 
His incomes are great, his disbursings^ little. 2838 Merc. 
Marine Mag. V. 173 These are deposited ., in charge of 
the .. disbursing agent. 

t Bis bUTSe, sb. Obs. [f. prec. vb. ; cf. OF. des - 
hours (16th c. in Littre).] ^Disbursement. To 
be in disburse , to be out of pocket. 

s6o8.Machin Dumb Knight v. ii. Come, there is Some 
odd disburse, some bribe, some gratulance Which make 
you lock up leisure. 1682 Scarlett Exchanges 286 Lest 
on the one hand he be in disburse, on the other, in cash 
for his Principal. 1716 S. Sewall Diary 8 Feb. (1882) HI. 
73 [He] offers to be nis Quota towards this Disburse. 1742 
De Foe's TourGt. Brit , I. 288 The annual Rent .. would 
abundantly pay the Publick for the first Disburses. 2782 
Elphinston tr. Martial 11. Ixiii. 227 Of wealth in love 
luxuriant the disburse ! 

Disbursement (disbar sment). [f. Disburse 
v. 4 -ment : cf. F. desboursement (16th c. in Hatz.- 
Darm.), now ddb-.] 

1. The action or fact of disbursing. 

2396 Spenser State Irel. Wks. (Globe) 651/1 The Queenes 
treasure in soe greate occasions of disbursementes . . is not 
allwayes soe . . plentifull, as it can spare soe greate a somme 
togither. 2665 Hooke Microgr. Pref. Gb, His chearful 
Disbursment for the replanting of Ireland. 2756-7 Keysler's 
Trav. (17601 1. 245 Upon any. extraordinary disbursement, 
the cause of the difference in the account must be carefully 
entered. 1849 Grote Greece 11. lxii. (1862) V. 421 And that 
deficit was never so complete as to stop the disbursement 
of the Diobely. 

2. That which has been disbursed ; money paid 
out; expenditure. 

2607 Vestry Bks. (Surtees) 148 This is the whole disburse- 
ment for this yeare 1607. 2818 Jas. Mill Brit. India II. 

iv. ix. 294 The surplus of receipts above disbursements. 
2847 Grote Greece u. xxviii. (1862) III. 52 The visitors, 
whose disbursements went to enrich the inhabitants of 
Kirrha. 

Bisbmrser (disbirrsoi). [f. Disburse v. + 
-er L] One who disburses. Also fig. 

1612 Speed Hist. Gt. Brit. ix. xxiv. 297 The sparing of 
money by the grand disbursers. 1660 W. Secker Nonsuch 
Prof. 409 Faith is the great receiver, and love is the great 
disburses 1746 Gen. Assembly Rec. (2838) 86 Mr. Dal- 
rymple was appointed receiver and disburser of said money. 
1882 Times 2 May 12/3 The military disbursers knew they 
had drawn more than the audit testified to. 

Disburthen : see Disburden. 

BisTbnry (disbe*ri), v. rare. [f. Dis- 6 4 Bury 

v. ] trans. To release from a buried condition ; 
to disentomb, disinter. Hence Disburied ppl. a. 

1833 Lytton Rienzi ii. iii, Disburied secrets. 1862 — Sir. 
Story II. 238 The quartz was shattered by the stroke, and 
left disburied its glittering treasure. 

Bislmtton (disbrt’n), V. rare. [f. Dis- 6 or 
7 a 4 Button sb. or v.] trans. a. To deprive of 
buttons, b. To undo the buttons of, to unbutton. 

1883 G. H. Boughton in Harper's Mag. Apr. 700/2 His 
eldest son., was disrobed and disbuttoned. 2887 Twin 
Soul I. vii. 58 As the Spartan boys kept their foxes under 
their waistcoats, defying the world to disbuttqn them. 

Dis-Byronize : see Dis- 6 . 

Disc, a current variant spelling of Disk. 

t Bisca’hinet, V. Obs. rare. [f. Dis- 7 4 
Cabinet.] trans . To divulge or disclose, as the 
secrets of a cabinet. 

2658 Milton (title), The Cabinet-Council, containing the 
chief Arts of Empire, and Mysteries of State, discabineted 
in Political and Polemical Aphorisms, grounded on Au- 
thority and Experience. .By the ever renown’d Knight Sir 
Walter Raleigh. 

Discage (disk^'dg), v. [f. Dis- 7 c 4 Cage 
sb.] trans. To release or let out as from a cage ; 
to uncage. 

1649 G. Daniel Tr inarch.. Hen. V, ccxxvii, Trampling 
the Mud of mixed Brains discag’d From double fence. 1872 
Tennyson Gareth $ Lynette 19 Until she let me fly dis- 
cage d to sweep In ever-highermg eagle-circles up To the 
great Sun of Glory. 

Biscal (di'skal), a. [f. L. disc-us Disk 4 -al.] 
Of, pertaining to, or of the nature of, a disk; 
discoid. 

1848 R. Hill in Gosse Nat. in J e amaica (1851) 345 The 
exceedingly discal character of tne extremity. 2883 in Syd. 
Soc. Lex. 

Biscalceate (diskae'lsii^t) , ppl. a. and sb. [ad. 
L. disealceat-us unshod, barefooted : see next.] 

A. ppl. Unshod, barefooted; spec . applied to 
certain orders of friars and nuns. 

1658 J. Burbury Hist. Christine , Q. Swedland 103 The. . 
present of 25 great bottles of wine, which the Queen caus’d 
to he given to the Carmelite discalceat Nuns. ^ a 1667 J ER - 
Taylor Reverence due to A liar (1S48) 51 Justin Martyr . . 
saith that the Gentiles when they came to worship were 
commanded . . to be discalceate. 1715 M. Davies A then. 
Brit. I. Pref. 37 Unless . . some of the discalceat Mer- 
cenary Troops . . stay behind. 1862 Neale Notes on Dalmco- 
tia , etc. 180 Originally written by a Discalceate Carmelite. 

B. sb. A barefooted friar or nun. 

2669 Woodhead St. Teresa it. xvii. 218 Ten Covents of 
Discalceates. 2706 tr. Dupin's Eccl. Hist. 1 6th C. II. iv, xi. 
449 From the Carmelites came the Congregation of those 
whom they call Discalceates. 

t BiscaTceate, Obs. rare ”°. [f. discalceat- 
ppl. stem of L . discalceare to pull off the shoes, f. 
Dis- * + calcedre to shoe, calceus a shoe.] 

1623 Cockeram, Discalceate, to put off ones Shoes. 1636 
in Blount Glossogr. 


Biseaiceated* ppl a. [f. as prec. + -edU] 
Discalceate ppl. a. 

1639 W. Sclater Worthy ^ Commun. Rew. 15 In those 
hotter climates [they] went discalceated, and without shoes. 
2655 Fuller Ch. Hist vi. vii. 364 The discalceated Nunnes 
of the Order of S. Clare. 2762 tr. Busch lug's Syst. Geog. 
V. 245 The Lutheran churches and convents here are the 
church of the discalceated. 1836 R. A. Vaughan Mystics 
(i860) II. 120 But thirteen ‘ fervent virgins * shall dwell there, 
discalceated (that is, sandalled, not shod]. 

t Biscaleea'ticm. Obs. [n. of action from 
L. discalceare : see Discalceate v .] The action 
of taking off the shoes, esp. in token of reverence. 

a 2638 Mede Reverence God's Ho. Wks. (1672) 11. 347 An 
allusion . . to that Rite of Discalceation used by the Jew’s and 
other Nations of the Orient at their coming into Sacred 
places. 1669 Gale Crt. Gentiles 1. n. ix. 138 The Pytha- 
gorean mode of discalceation, or putting off the shoes, at 
entrance into the Temple. 

Biscalced (diskse-lst), ppl. a. [as if from a 
vb. *discalce, repr. L. discalced-re 4 -ED. Cf. 
Dischauce.] = Discalceate///. a. 

1631 W: eever A tic. Fun. Mon. 139 They are called Cannes 
discalced, or bare footed Friers. 1700 Rycaut Hist. Turks 
III. 264 The King . . walked in Procession . . to the Church 
of the F ranciscans discalced. 1867 Lady H erbert Cradle L. 
ix. 233 Carmel is the head-quarters of the Discalced Carme- 
lites. 1885 Catholic Diet 265 The Carmelite reform both 
of men and women, instituted by St. Teresa, is also dis- 
calced. The discalced Augustinians (Hermits) were founded 
by Father Thomas of Jesus, a Portuguese. 

t Biscale, Obs. [f. di- = Dis- 7 a + Scale 
. sA] trans. To deprive of the shell or scales. 

2635 Moufet & Bennet Health's Improv. (1746) 271 Each 
of them [crevisses and shrimps] must be discaled, and dean 
picked with much pidling. 1661 Lovell Hist. Anim , <$- 
Min. 292 To be sodden in milk till they be tender, being 
first discaled, and the long gut pulled out. 

t Biscalendar, v. Obs. Also 7 diskai-. 
[f. Dis- 7 c 4 Calendar sb.] trans. To erase or 
remove from the calendar. 

*593 Nashe Christ's T. (1613) 40 The feast of Tabernacles, 
the feast of sweet Bread, and tne feast of Weekes, shall quite 
bee discalendred.^ 1667 Waterhouse Fire I^ond. 84 Which 
Sept. ..let it be Dlscalendred, and not be numbered amongst 
the Twelve. 

Bis c ale:nolie*dr on . Cryst. [f. Di- 2 4 Sca- 
lenohedron.] (See quot.) 

2878 Gurney Crystallogr. 63 A double twelve-sided pyra- 
mid, the faces of which are symmetrically arranged with 
respect to each of the seven planes of the hexagonal type of 
symmetry, .is called the discalenohedron. 
t Biscamera-fcion. Obs. rare- 1 , [n. of action 
from L. type *discamerare , f. Dis- 6 4 L. camera 
chamber.] » Disincameration. 

2670 G. PI. Hist. Cardinals 11. m. 200 Clement the ninth 
was never to be perswaded to the discameration of Castro. 

+ Biscamp (diskae-mp), v. Mil. Obs. [ad. It. 
scampare , with substitution of the full form of the 
prefix dis- for s~ : cf. Decamp.] 

1 . intr. To raise or break up a camp ; to 
depart from a place of encampment ; to decamp. 
Also fig. 

2579 Fenton Guicciard. (1618) 213 After which accident. . 
they discamped secretly in the night to go to Quiercy. 2632 
Urquhart Jewel Wks. (1834) 211 Fidelity, fortitude, and 
vigilancie, must needs discamp, ifjyfammona give the word. 
a 2693 — Rabelais iii. xxxvii. 33.* rre was about discamping, 

2 . trans . a. To remove or abandon (a camp), 
b. To force (anyone) from a camp, force to aban- 
don a camp. 

2574 Hellowf.s 6 ueuards Earn. Ep. (1577) 272, I com- 
mand you to kaue your armour, to discamp your camp. 
2606 Holland Sueton. 25 No enemie put he ever to flight, 
but he discamped him and draue him out of the field. 2638 
J. Coles tr. Cleopatra vii. 140 He discamped his Army, and 
marched to meet Ariamcnes. 

Hence Disca'mping vbl. sb. 

*579 Fenton Guicciard. 11. (1599) 84 The King departed 
with his army before day, without sound of trumpets, to 
couer his discamping as much as he could. 2611 Cotgr., 
Descampement , a discamping. 

tBiscan&y, V. Obs. rare. (Also 7 erron. 
diseander.) [f. Djs- 6 4 Candy v .] intr. To melt 
or dissolve out of a candied or solid condition. 

2606 Shaks. A nt 4 Cl. in. xiii. 265 By the discandering 
of this pel letted storme. Ibid. iv. xii. 22 The hearts . . to 
whom I gaue Their wishes, do dis- Candle, melt their sweets 
On blossoming Caesar. 

tBisca 'non, v. Obs. rare. [f. Dis- 7c 4 
Canon jA] trans. To exclude from the canon. 

1608 2nd Pt. Def. Reasons Refusal Subscription 218 He 
acknowledged! arguments more forcible, .to discanon those 
bookes. 

Bisca-nonize, v. [f. Dis- 6 4 Canonize.] 
fl. trans. To exclude from the canon. Obs. 

1603 Sutcliffe Briefe Exam, xviii. 87 We discanonize no 
book of canonical! scriptures. 1638 Chillingw. Relig. Prot. 
1. ii. § 38. 67 Divers books must be discanoniz’d. 2660 
FiSher Rustick's Alarm Wks. (1679) 289 Dis-Canonizing 
all others save such as are in your Bibles, called Canonical, 
2. To undo the canonization of. 

2797 W. Taylor in Monthly Rev. XXIV. 522 They are 
discanonizing the heroes of religion, and raising altars to 
the apostles of philosophy. 

Hence Discanoniza’tion. 

x8n Shelley in Dowden Life (2887) I. 151 The dis* 
canonisation of this saint of theirs is impossible, 

Discant, variant of Descant. 


DISCAF AGITATE . 

. Biscapacitate (diskaparsiteft), v. rare . [f. 
Bis- 6 + Capacitate.] tram. To deprive of 
capacity, to incapacitate. 

1660 Z. Crofton Fastening Peter's Fetters 38 Circum- 
stances attending themselves, and discapacitating them unto 
the Act. 1825 Lamb Biog. Mem. Liston Misc. Wks. (1871) 
406 An unavoidable infirmity absolutely discapacitated him 
for tragedy. ' 

f Biscapitaijion* Ohs. rare. [n. of action 
from Rora. descapitare, OF. descapiter, for L. de- 
capitdre : see De- I. 6.] = Decapitation. 

1787 W. Marshall Norfolk II. 332 Whether it be a uni- 
versal faculty belonging to flies . . to live in a state of de- 
capitation. 

Discard ( diska'id) , v. [f. Dis- 7 c + Card sb. ; 
cf. OF. descarter (see Decard) ; Sp., Pg. descartar 
(Minsheu 1599^, It. scartare (for *discariare) '* to 
discard at cards' (Florio 1598).] irons. 

1 . Cards. To throw out or reject (a card) from 
the hand. Also absol. 

In whist, etc., applied to the action of playing a card from 
one of the two remaining suits when not able to follow the 
lead and not trumping. 

1591 F loriosW Frnites 69 Let vs agree of our game. . goe 
to, discarde. 1680 Cotton Gamester in Singer H 1st. Cards 
263 By discarding the eights, nines, and tens, there will re- 
main thirteen cards. 1744 Hoyle Piquet 49 After he has 
discarded he cannot alter his discard.^ 1816 Singer Hist. 
Cards 238 The player, .discards three inferior cards. 1862 
Cavendish Whist (1879)93 You weaken a suit by discarding 
from it. 1870 Hardy & Ware Mod. Hoyle, Whist 8. 

2 . To cast off, cast aside, reject, abandon, give 
UP- 

1598 Florio, Dare mile scariate . . to fall among ill com- 
panie, as a man would say among such as are discarded from 
others. 1603 Holland Plutarch's Mor, 1206, I was very 
much angry and offended that I was so discarded and left 
out. 1662 J. Davies tr. Olearius ' Voy. Ambuss. 81 Senti- 
ments of shame and honesty . . are quite discarded by the 
Muscovites. X727 Swift Let. on Eng. Tongue Wks, 1755 
II. 1. 191 Many gross improprieties, which however au- 
thorised by practice . . ought to be discarded. 1764 Reid 
Inquiry ii. § 6. 109 They discarded all secondary qualities 
of bodies. 1802 Mar. Edgeworth Moral T. {1816) I. x. 87 
He had displeased his friends, and had been^ discarded in 
disgrace. 1856 Sir B. Brodie Psychol. Inq. I. i. 25 We have 
. . discarded our faith in astrology and witches. 1878 Huxley 
Pkysiogr. 200 It is generally so warm that the miners are 
glad to discard most of their clothing. 

fb. To cast or force away (from another 1 ), rare. 
1596 Spenser F. Q. v. v. 8 He that helpe [i. e, her shield] 
from her against her will discarded. 

t c. To divest, rid, or free (any one) of\ also 
refl. Ohs. rare. 

1656 S. Holland Zara (1719) 73 The more peaceful Souls 
[are] discarded of their Anxieties. 1732 Gentleman In- 
sfructed (ed. 10) 293 (D.), I only discard myself of those 
things that are nox ious. Ibid. 492 (D. ) The old man’s avarice 
discarded him of all the sentiments of a parent. 

3 . To dismiss from employment, service, or 
office ; to cashier, discharge. 

a 2586 Sidney (J.\ These men . . were discarded by that un- 
worthy prince, as not worthy the holding. 1688 Luttreix 
Brief Rel. (1857) I. 472 A soldier haveing spoken base words 
.. was whipt, and the next day . . dis-carded. 1712 Swift 
Jml. to Stella 9 Jan., My man ., is a sad dog ; and the 
minute I come to Ireland I will discard him, 1858 Buckle 
Civiliz. (1873) II. viii. 573 Having discarded the able ad- 
visers of his father, he conferred the highest posts upon men 
as narrow and incompetent as himself. 

fb. With double object; To dismiss or banish 
(a person) from (a place). Ohs. 

1650 W. Brough Sacr. Princ. (1639) 66 Lest I he disgraced 
and discarded Thy Palace and Presence for ever. 1670 
Walton Lives 1. 48 A Person of Nobility, .was at this very 
time discarded the Court, and justly committed to prison. 

Discard, sb. [f, prec. vb,] 

L Cards, a. The act of discarding or rejecting a 
card from the band. b. The card so rejected. 

1744 [see Discard v. x.] 1778 C. Jones Hoyle's Games 

hnj>r., Piquet 1x9 In order to capot the Elder-hand, you are 
to make a deep Discard, such as the Queen, Ten, and Eight 
of a Suit. 1876 A. Campbell-Walker Correct Card Gloss., 
Discard, the card you play when you cannot follow suit, 
and do not trump it. 1878 PL H. Gibbs Ombre 22 Having 
placed his discard on the pool dish, he takes from the Stock 
a number equal to his discard. 1885 Proctor Whist viii. 92 
Your original discard indicates your shortest suit if trump 
strength is not declared against you. 

2 . That which is discarded, an offcast, rare. 

1892 Stevenson A cross the Plains 297 In the brothel the 
discard of society. 

Discarded (diskauded), pfl. a. [f. Discard 

V. + -ED L] 

1. Cards. Thrown out from the hand. 

■ a 1631 Donne Serm. xxxviii. 377 We have seen in our age 
Kings discarded and . . the discarded Cards taken in again 

■ and ■ win the Game. . x8x6 Singer Hist. . Cards 239 The dealer 
for whom the discarded cards count. 

2 . Cast off, rejected; dismissed from employ- 
ment, discharged. 

1595 Shaks. John v. iv. 12 Welcome home agalne dis- 
carded faith. 1718 Freethinker No. 76 p 2 A discarded 
Servant has it in his power to dishonour his Master or Mis- 
tress. 1849 Macaulay Hist. Eng. II. 13 The wisdom and 
virtue of the discarded statesman. 1875 Jowktt Plato 
I. 69 We have again fallen into the old discarded error. 

Discarder (diska-idai). [fi as prec. + -ER Vj 
One who discards or rejects. 

1880 Burton Q. Anne II. x. 158 That eccentric discarder 
of conventionalities. 
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t Biscairdinate, Ohs. [f. Bis- 6 + L. 

cardin-em hinge 4- -ate ; cf. L. cardmdt-us 
hinged ] trans. To unhinge. 

1652 Benlowes Tlteoph. v. xriii, Canst Motion fix? count 
Sands?. , Discardinate the Sphears? 

Discarding’ (diska-idig), vhl. sb. JT. Discard 
v. + -ing *.] The action of the verb Discard. 

1 . Cards. The rejection or throwing out of a card 
from the hand. Also aitrib. 

1593 Peele Chron. Edw. / (1829) 1 . 129 Since the King hath 
put us among the discarding cards, and as it were turned us 
with deuces and treys out of the deck. 1594 C a mew Hua rtes 
Exam. Wits viii. (1596) 112 To know. .the skill of discard- 
ing. 1778 C. Jones Hoyle's Games Impr., Piquet tig By 
which Manner of discarding, you have a Probability of 
scoring fifteen Points for your Quint in Diamonds. 

2 . Rejection, abandonment; dismissal from em- 
ployment, discharge. In quot. 1840 eoncr. That 
which is discarded. 

1660 T. M. Hist. Lt depend, iv. 55 A hot-spur zealot . . 
whose ambition made old Nol lay him aside as dangerous, 
and that dishonourable discarding created him a desperate 
Enemy to the Cromweiian . .name. 1663 J. Spencer Prodi- 
gies C1665I 306 The discarding of that rash Principle. 1840 
Browning Sordcllo vr. 444 Then subject .. to thy cruce 
the world's discardings. 

Bisca*rdment. rare. [f. Discard v. + -ment.j 
The action of discarding ; rejection, abandonment. 

1844 W- Brit. Rev. 1 . 395 Their discardment by the Hindus 
as religious authorities. 

f Bisca'rdtxre* Obs. rare . [f. Discard v . + 
-URK. ] -prec. 

1780 Hayter Hume's Dial. ir._ 38 In what shape does it 
constitute a plea for the entire discardure of religion? 

Discare : see Dis- 9. 

Discarg, -carge, obs. var. Discharge. 
t Bisca'rnate, ct. Ohs. rare. [ad. late L. type 
*discarnat-us (for L. de-carnat-us : see De- I. 6), 
f. Dis- 4 + carn-em flesh, carndi-ns fleshy ; cf. It. 
( di)scarnato , Sp. descamado , OF. descarni, mod.F. 
dec ham if] Stripped of flesh. 

x66t Gi.an VILL Van. Dogm. 143 A memory, like a sepul- 
chre, furnished with a load of broken and discarnate 
bones. 

So t Disca 'mated ppl. a., deprived of * fle?h 1 or 
bodily form, disembodied : the reverse of incar- 
nated. Ohs. 

1728 Earbery tr. Burnet s St. Dead 1. 66 Jesus went thro* 
all, for he went to the Region of Humane Souls, and being 
discarnated, he was a living rational Soul, like to a humane 
one. 

t DiscaTve, v. Obs. rare. [f. Dis- 1 + Carve.] 
To dissect. 

1541 R. Copland Guy don's Quest. Chirurg Precede in 
dyscaruynge almoste vnto yleon where as the gut begynneth 
that hyght Collon. 

Disease (disk^-s), v. arch . [f. Dis- 7 a + Case 
sb.] trans. To remove the case or covering of; to 
uncase, unsheathe, undress. Also intr. { — reft.) 
Hence Diseased ppL a. 

1596 Bell Snrv. Popery 1. m. ii. 97 Fell upon his diseased 
sword. _ 1610 Shaks. Temp. v. i. 85 Fetch, me the Hat, and 
Rapier in my Cell, I will disease me, and my selfe present 
As 1 was sometime Millaine. 1825 Lamb Reflect. Pillory , 
Disease not, I pray you. 1882 B. Nicholson in New 
Shaks. Soc. Trans. (1880-2) 343 Having diseased himself of 
his doublet and vest. 

f Bisca'sk, v. Obs. rare . [£ Dis- 7 c + Cask.] 
trans . To take out of the cask. 

1615 G Sandys Trav. 239 No Tunny is suffered to be sold 
at Venice, vnlesse first discaskt, and search t to the bottome. 

Dis caste (diskci'st), v. nonce-ivd. [f. Dis- 7 c 
+ Caste.] trans. To cause to lose caste. 
x88i Sat. Rev. No. 1323. 318 With the deliberate and 
formal purpose of discasting isolators. 

Diseastle : see Dis- 7 c, 
t Disca*tter, v. Obs. Also 4 deskater, 5 des- 
cat er, 8 dis-seatter. [In ME. de-scater, f. F. de-, 
des- (De- 6, Dis- 1) + Scatter ; the prefix being 
subsequently conformed to L. dis-, di-.] trans. To 
scatter abroad, disperse. Hence Discattered . ppl a. 

c 1325 Poem Times Edw. II, 3x5 in Pol. Songs (Camden) 
337 Hit is so deskatered bothe liider and thidere. 1496 
Dives $ Pdup. (W. de W.) v. viii. 206 Woo be to the shepe- 
herdes that thus descateren . . the flocke. 1597 Daniel Civ. 
Wars vi. Ixxvi, The broken remnants of discattered {ed. 1717 
dis-scattered] power. 16x3-8 Daniel Coll. Hist. Eng. (1626) 
32 Petty revolts made by discattered troupes. 1635 B rath- 
wait A read. Pr. 11. 43 , 1 begunne to recollect my discatered 
senses. 

Disceas(e, -cees, etc., obs. ff. Decease, Disease. 
Diseeat, -ceipte, -ceit, obs. ff. Deceit. 
Disceaue, -ceiue, etc., obs. ff. Deceive, etc. 
t Disce*de, V- Obs . [ad. L.disced-ere to sepa- 
rate, depart, f. Dis- 1 -f cedere to go ] intr. To 
depart, deviate. (Usually fig.) Hence Disce*d- 
ing vbl. sb. 

1650 Bulwer Anthropomet. 247 They who onely discede 
from this^ exact rule. 1665 Hooke Microgr. 30 One part 
of the said Cork would approach and make toward the 
Stick, whereas another would discede and fly away. Ibid. 
36 This I)isceding of the heat in glass drops by the. .cooling 
Irradiations. 4 ‘; ■ 

Discede, obs. (bad) form of Decide. 
Discenee, Diseend, etc., obs. ff. Descence, 
Descend, etc. 


DISCERH. • , 

Discension, -tion, obs. ff. Descension, Dis- 
sension. 

Diseent, obs. var. of Descend. 
x6i2 W. Parkes Curtaine-Dr. (1876) 14 If any rice arise 
from the Court . . it immediately discents to the Cittie, 
1659 Macallo Can. Physick 37 The wandering discerning 
pains. 

Diseent, obs. form of Descent, Dissent. 
Discept (dise'pt), V. rare , [ad. L. discept-are 
to contend, debate, decide, determine, f. dis- (Dis- 
2, 3) + rapture to try to catch, catch at, strive after, 
etc.] intr. To dispute, debate ; to express dis- 
agreement or difference of opinion, to ‘differ *. 

1652 Gaule Magastrom. 27 It is God that thus discepta 
with you. x8i8 T. L. Peacock Nightmare Abbey xi. 150 
Permit me to discept. # 1855 Browning Master H agues of 
Saxe-Got ha xiv, One dissertates, he is candid; Two must 
discept, — has distinguished ; Three helps the couple, if ever 
yet man did. 1868 — Ring % Bk. x. 1350, I try it with my 
reason, nor discept From any point I probe and pronounce 
sound. 

Discept, obs. form of Deceit. 

Disceptation (disept^i'Jsn). arch. Also 4-7 
decept-, 6 dyscept-, 6-7 descept-, 7- dissept-,4-6 
-acio(u)ii. [a. Y. disceptation (14th c. in Godef.), 
ad. L. disceplation-em , n. of action f. discepiare : see 
Discept.] Disputation, debate, discussion. 

1382 Wycuf Rom. xiv. x Take 3p _a syk man in bileue, 
not in deceptaciounsf^/^'x. or dispeticiouns] of thou3tis. 1529 
More Dyaloge in. Wks. 203/1 Our forniar dysceptacion and 
reasonyng, had betwene vs before his departyng. x6oa 
Fulbecke Pandect cs 15 The Emperour .. did cause a . . 
generall assemblie of estates to be held for the disceptation, 
and deciding of this doubt. 1670 Walton Lives Wks. 1793 

I. 65 These unhappy disceptauons between Hooker and 
Travers. . 1755 Magens Insurances II. 565 Such Contro- 
versy shall be decided by the Arbitration of good and 
honest Men .. who shall decide the Affair in such Manner 
as that no Damage may happen to the Owner during the 
Time of Disceptation. 1833 Sir W. Hamilton Discuss. 
(1852) 118 Their subtlety in philosophical disceptations. 

t Discepta-tious, a. Obs. rare . [f. prec.: 
see -ods.] Disputatious ; controversial. 

1682 D’Urfey Butler's Ghost 99 Buzzing Whimseys 
warm'd the Addle Part of his disceptations Noddle. 

T D iscepta*tor. Obs. rare. [a. L. disceptaior f 
agent-n. f. disceptare to debate, Discept.] A 
disputer, debater, controversialist. 

1623 Cockkram, Disceptaior, a Judge in a matter. iC$6 
Blount Glossogr . , Disceptaior.. also he that argues or 
disputes. 1675 J. Smith Chr. Relig. Appeal 1. 29 The 
inquisitive disceptators of this Age . . who with their alter- 
cation and Ergots had turned out of their Creed the Amen 
of their Progenitors. 

t Bisceptatcrrial, a. Obs. rare. [f. L. type 
*disceptateri-us (f. disceptaior : see prec.) + -al.] 
Pertaining to disputation or controversy. 

1810 Bentiiam Packingf 1821) 131 What with ratiocinatory, 
or at least disceptatorial cunctation. 

f Disce*ption. Obs. ?we . Erroneous form of 
Disceetation. 

1492 Act. Dorn. Cone. 298 (Jam.) For the discepcione of 
the Kingis leigis be aulde summondis. 

Disceptre, var. of Dis-sceptre v. 
f Disce*rebrate, v. Obs. [f. Dis- 6 + L. 
cerebr-um brain + -ate i>. Cf. decerebrize.] trans . 
To deprive of the brain ; to disbrain. 

1654 Gayton Pleas. Notesui. vUi. X21 For the discerebrat- 
ing of his Knights head. 

Discern (diz 5 \in), V. Also 4 disserne, 4-7 
diseerne, 5-6 des-, dyseerne, 6 dysserne. See 
also Decern, [a. F. discerner, in OF. also dis- 
serner{ 1 3th c. in Hatz.-Darm.), ad. L. discern- tre to 
separate, distinguish, determine, f. Dis- 1 + cernere 
to separate. In early times sometimes confused 
with Decern, which in OF. also appears as des- 
center.] ' 

1 1 . tram. To separate (things, or one thing from 
another) as distinct ; to distinguish and divide. 

C X430 Lydg. Min. Poems (1840) 87 (Matz.) Pictagoras . . 
Fonde firet out .y., a figure to disceme Theyre lyff here 
short, and lyff that is eterne. 1533 More A nsw. Poysoned 
Bk. Wks. 1050/2 Our sauiour would not diseerne & deuide 
fayth from the woorke, but sayth that the faith it selfe was 
the woorke of god. 1549 Coverdale Erasm . Par. x John 48 
It is not the sacramentes that diseerne the children of God 
froni the children of the devyll ; but the puritie of lyfe, and 
charitie. 16x4 R. Tailor Hog hath lost Pearl iv, in 
Hazl. Dodsicy XI. 481 That precious gem of reason, by 
which solely We are discern’d from rude and brutish beasts. 
1645 Ussher Body Div. 39 That so he might be discerned 
from all things created. For nothing is like unto God. 

2 . To recognize as distinct ; to distinguish ot 
separate mentally (one thing from another) ; to per- 
ceive the difference between (things), arch. 

1483 Caxton G. de la Tour H iv, By the knowyng of it 
they shalle . . diseerne the good fro the euyll. iggx T. Wil- 
son Logike (1580) 20 b, To diseerne the truths from tliat 
vvhiche is false. 1579 Fulke Hoskins' Pari. 363 If we 
discern the two testaments, the promises are not the same* 
wSxx Bible 2 Sam. xiv. 17 As an Angel of God, so is my 
lord the king to diseerne good and bad. 1727-38 Gay 
Fables 1, x, Can he discern the different natures? 1834 

J. H. Newman Paroch. Serm. I. xvii. 257 Like men who 
' have lost the faculty of discerning colours. 1837-9 Hallam 

Hist . Lit . IV. iv, iv. § 38. 172 We discern good from evil 
by the understanding. 1886 Ruskin Przferita I. ri. *99 
Not having yet, the taste to discern good Gothic from bad. 


DISCERN 


3. intr. To perceive or recognize the difference 
or distinction ; to make a distinction ; to distin- 
guish or discriminate between, arch. 

13. . E. E. Aliit. P. C . 513 Wymmen . . hat . . Bitwene ]?e 
stele and h e stayre disserne no3t cunen. C1400 Maundev. 
(Roxb.) xxii. 103 )>ai .. can discerne betwix gude and euill. 
1535 Cgvkrdale JEzek. xxii. 26 They put no dyfference 
betwene the holy and vnholy, nether discerne betwene the 
clene and vnclene. 1651 Hobbes Leviatk. u. xix. 97 One 
that cannot discerne between Good and Evill. 1711 Addi- 
son Sped. No. 255. r 5 Some Men cannot discern between 
a noble and a mean Action. . 1841 Myers Cath. Th. in. 

§ 5. 18 The spiritual mind . .discerns and separates between 
the things which differ in excellence. 

4. tram. To distinguish (one thing or fact) by 
the intellect; to recognize or perceive distinctly. 
(With simple obj., or clause expressing a proposi- 
tion.) 

13. . Cursor M. 15066 (Gott.) Cum nu forth vr sauueour, we 
haue discernd [3 MSS. desired] he, h u es right king of israel, 
qua sum J?e soth can se. c 1386 Chaucer Knt's T. 2145 Than 
may men wel by this ordre discerne. That thilke moevere 
stabul is and eterne. 1529 More Dyaloge 1. Wks. 164/2 
If., ye coude not make your audience to discerne the 
truthe. 1641 Wilkins Math. Magick 1. vi. (1648) 41 Hence 
also may wee discerne the reason why [etc.]. 1667 Milton 

P. L. 1. 326 His swift pursuers from Heav’n Gates discern 
Th* advantage. 1679 L. Addison First State of Maku - 
medism 126 If we look into the condition of Christianity 
. . at the time . . we shall discern it miserably shaken and 
convuls’d. 17316 Butler Anal. 1. v. 124 We do not discern 
how food and sleep contribute to the growth of the body. 
1850 Tennyson in. Mem. Ixviii, I wake, and I discern the 
truth. 1861 M. Pattison Ess. I. 33 Incapable of discerning 
where their true interest lay. 

b. intr. or absol 

c 1374 Chaucer Troylus in. Prol. 9(Harl.) In heuene and 
helle and erthe and sake se Is felt j?i myght If }>at I wol 
descerne. 1581 M ulcaster Positions iii. 9 Which skill to 
discern so narrowly . . is not in all. 1728 Young Love 
Fame iv. (1757) no Compton, bom o’er senates to preside, 
Deep to discern, and widely to survey. 

c. intr. To have cognizance, to judge of. 

a 1622 Bacon Hen., VII, Wks. (1860) 353 This court of 
Star-chamber. . discerne th. .of forces, frauds, crimes various 
of stellionate, and the jnehoations . . towards crimes capital 
i. not actually committed. 1633 Bp. Hall Hard Texts , 
If. T. 135 Is there nobody, thinkest thou, that can discerne 
of truth, but thou and thy followers? ^1649 Winthrop 
New Eng. (1853) !, 380 The magistrates . . discerned of the 
offence clothed with all these circumstances. 

5 . tram. To distinguish (an object) with the 
eyes ; to see or perceive by express effort of the 
powers of vision ; to * make out ’ by looking, des- 
cry, behold. 

c 1386 Chaucer KntPs T. 2132 Wyndowe . . was ther noon, 
Thurgh which men myghten any light discerne. 1548 
Hall Chron., Rick . Ill, 50 A bekon w* a greate lanterne 
..which maie be sene and discerned a great space of. 1653 

H. Cogan tr. Pinto's Trav. v. 12 The smoak was . . so 
thick, as we could hardly discern one another. 1732 
Berkeley Alciphr. 1. § 10 The best eyes are necessary to 
discern the minutest objects. 1842 Tennyson Lord of 
Burleigh 42 Till a gateway she discerns With armorial 
bearings stately, i860 Tyndall Glac. 1 1. xvii. 317 We could 
discern no trace of rupture [in the ice], 
f b. intr. or absol. Obs. rare. 

C1384 Chaucer II . Fame 11. 401 {Fair/. & Bodl. MSS.) 
Or elles was the aire so thikke That y ne myght[e] not dis- 
cerne [Caxt. that I myght it not deceme]. a 1649 W in- 
throp New Eng. {1853) II. 72 It was frozen also to sea so 
far as one could well discern. Ibid. II, 81 There was such 
a precipice as they could scarce discern to the bottom. 

e. tram. To distinguish or perceive distinctly 
by other senses, rare. 

1578 Banister Hist. Man v. 71 Sundry portions of 
sinewes . . scattered onely to discerne annoyaunce at any 
tyme offred. 1863 Geo._ Eliot Romola 1. x. His ear dis- 
cerned a distressed childish voice crying. 

II 6. Formerly sometimes used for Decern. 

1494 Fabyan Citron, vil 549 We . , pronounce, dyscerne 
and declare, the same kynge Rycharde . . to be . . vnable . . and 
vnworthy to the rule and gouernaunce of the foresayd 
realmys. 1533 Coverdale Lord's Supper Wks. (Parker 
Soc.) I. 449 It pertaineth not to every private person to 
judge and discern, who ought to be admitted. 1563 Foxe 
A. tjr M. 770 b, We do .. discerne, deme, and iudge the 
same to be committed to y« . . custodye of such person or 
persons as his maiesty shall apoynte. 1596 Dalkymplk tr. 
Leslie's Hist. Scot. I. 66 That, quhilke Ptolomie discernet 
to be among the hindmost lies of Schytland. 

Discern (dizaun), sb. rare- 1 , [f. Discern vi] 
The act of discerning ; discernment, perception. 

1830 W . Phillips Mi. Sinai n. 582 Afront was stationed, 
facile of discern, An orb immiscible of mist profound. 
Biscemable, var. of Discernible. 
t Discernance. Obs. [f. Discern v. + -ance : 
perh. from a French original.] 

1 . Distinction, difference. 

* 59 * Nashe P. Penilesse (ed. 2) 36 b, Those bodies., 
are distinguisht by no difference of sex, because they are 
simple ; and the discernance of sex belongs to bodies com- 
pound. 

2. Discernment, discrimination, judgement. 

1612 tr. Benvenuto's Passenger (N.), He , . manifested*, 
that either he hath but a blinde discernance, or that in 
wisedome be is inferiour to a woman. 

, Bisce*maxit. rare. [a. F. discernant , pr. pple. 
of discerner to Discern.] One who discerns or 
discriminates. . 

182a Southey in Q. Rev. XXVIII. 35 These persons were 
'■ called the discernaats. 
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Discerner. (dizS-insti) . [f. Discern v. + -erLJ 
One who or that which discerns, discriminates, or 
perceives : see the verb. 

1526 Pilgr. Per f (W. de W. 1531) 274 To be vynteners, 
discerners,, and tasters of the same. 1539 Cranmer Heb. iv. 

12 Theworde of God ... is a discerner of the thoughtes and 
of the intentes of the herte. 1613 Shaks. Hen. VIII , 1. i. 

32 *Twas said they saw but one, and no Discerner Durst 
wagge his Tongue in censure. 1712 Steele Sped. No. 515 
T* 2, I am too nice a Discerner to laugh at any, but whom 
most other People think fine Fellows; 1875 Jowett Plato 
(ed. 2) I. 292 Discerners of characters . . who would have 
known our future great men. 

Biscernible (diz 5 *jnibT), a. Also 6-8 dis- 
cernible, (7 discerneable, decerneable). [orig. 
a. F. discernable , f. discerner ; after middle of 1 7th 
c. conformed to the L. form discernibilis> f. dis- 
cerner e to Discern : see -ble.] 

1 . Capable of being discerned; perceptible : a. 
by the sight: Visible, that can be descried. 

1561 T. Norton Calvin's Inst . i. Pref., If the, godly hadde 
then sought any discernable forme with their eies. 3:597 
Hooker Tract. $ Serm. in Eccl. Pol. v. Ixvii. (1617) 363 
When I behold with mine eyes some small scarce discern- 
able Graine or Seed. 1652-62 Heylin Cosmogr. 11. (1682) 
T12 The Cathedral easily discernable by Mariners as they 
sail along. 1748 Anson's Voy. 1. v. 43 It is scarce dis- 
cernible at the distance of ten leagues. 2866 Geo. Eliot 
F. Holt ii. There was the slightest possible quiver dis- 
cernible across J ermyn’s face, 
b. by other senses, rare. 

2665 Hooke Microgr. 212 Nor did it cause the least dis- 
cernable pain. 2684-5 Boyle Min. Waters 83, I did not 
find . . the Purging Springs . . to have any discernible 
Acidity. 2794 G. Adams Nat. <$• Exp. Philos. Il.xiii. 67 
A discernible weight. 1866 Geo. Eliot F. Holt xxx, The 
buzz and tread and the fitfully discernible voices. 

C. by the understanding. 

1620 Sanderson Serm . I. 142 Hypocrisie is spun of a fine 
thred, and is not easily discernable, without very diligent 
examination. 2660 J er. Taylor Duct. Dubit. 1. v. rule iv, 

§ 1 When we are in a percelued, discernible state of danger. 
1754 Edwards Freed. Will 1. iv. (ed. 4) 32 That discernible 
and obvious course of events. 2863 E. V. Neale Anal. 
Th. # Nat. i 3 i_Undcr all their differences there would be 
discernible a principle of unity, 

T 2 . Distinguishable (from something else). Obs. 

(Cf. Discern v . 2.) 

i6qi R. Johnson Kingd. <5* Commw. (1603) 2 If ..any 
man affirme that true Judgement cannot be severed from 
true valour, yet ordinarily the one doth appeere more dis- 
cernable from the other m divers subjects. 1670 Walton 
Lives in. 220 He never [laboured] . . to get glory to him- 
self ; but glory only to God : which intention, he would 
often say, was as discernable in a Preacher, as a Natural 
from an Artificial beauty. 

f 3 . actively. Capable of discerning. Obs. rare. 
2603 Daniel Panegyric to King Ixvii, God.. Hath., 
framed thy heart Discernable of all apparencies. 

Hence Bisce'rnibleness, the quality of being 
discernible. 

2727 Bailey vol. II, Discemibleness , visibleness. 2882 

J. Cairns Unbelief iZth C. vi. 2701'he concession he makes 
as to the discernibleness of Creation. 2890 J. H. Stirling 
Gifford Led. ix. 160 Discernibleness involves negation. 
We should not know what warmth is, were there no cold. 

Discernibly (dizo-rmbli), adv. Also 7 -ably, 
[f. prec. + -ly A] In a discernible manner or de- 
gree; perceptibly. 

1643 1 '. Goodwin Trial Christian's Growth 67 Christians 
doe not grow disceraably till after some space. 1669 W. 
Simpson Hydrol. Chym. 364 Its taste is more discernably 
nitrous. 1736 Butler Anal. 1. iii. Wks, 1874 I. 48 Whether 
. . a righteous government be not discernibly planned out. 
2766 Lee in Phil. Trans. LVI, 103 The filtered liquors were 
not discernibly different in colour and taste. 1839 Foster 
in Life $ Corr. (1846) XL 368 Revealed discernibly through 
the solemn mystery. 

Discerning (dizounirj), vbl.sb . [f. Discern v. 
+ -ing l.] The action of the verb Discern (q.v.) ; 
distinction, discrimination ; intellectual perception, 
discernment. 

1509 Hawes Past . Pleas, xxiv. 1 , By the inwarde wyttes 
to have decernynge. 2526 Pilgr. Perf. (W. de W. 1532) 123 b, 
The discernynge of true reuelacyons . . from false illusyons. 
1644 Milton Judgm. Bucer Wks. 1738 I. 275 If it be in 
man’s discerning to sever Providence from Chance, 171X 
Steele Sped. No. 249 T 4 If they are Men of discerning, 
they can observe the Motives of your Heart. _ 1822 T. 
Mitchell Aristoph. I. 85 It asks not his nicer discerning 
To observe [etc.]. 

Discerning, ///• a . [f. as prec. + -ing 2 .] 
That discerns (see the verb) ; distinguishing, dis- 
criminating, perceiving ; esp. (of persons or their 
minds, etc.) Having or showing discernment; 
quick in intellectual perception ; penetrating. 

2608 D. T. Ess . Pol % Mor. 49 b, Directed . . by a better 
discerning wisdom. 1680-3 Soame & Dryden tr. Boileau's 
Art of Poetry in. 801 A glance, a touch, discovers to the 
wise ; But every man has not discerning eyes. 1711 Addison 
Sped . No. 261 P 9 Before Marriage we cannot be too inqui- 
sitive and discerning in the Faults of the Person beloved. 
1782 Cowper Conversation 373 True modesty is a discerning 
grace, And only blushes in the proper place. 1840 Macaulay 
Ess. x Clive (1854) 531/2 Every discerning and impartial judge 
will admit, that there was really nothing in common. 

fb. Separating, dividing: cf. Discern v. 
I. Obs. : : , ■ l"s-, ■ 

1660 J er. Taylor Worthy Commun. n.|.i. 129 Are we im- 
proved by the purification of the discerning flames ? 


DlSCEBTTIBLE. 

Disce-raingly, adv. [f. prec. 4 -tr 2 .] In d 

discerning manner ; with discernment. 

2634 M. S andys Prudence 74 (T.) Memory discerningly and 
distinctly reverts unto things. 1717 Garth P ref. Qvidif&id) 
419 These two errours Ovid has most discerningly avoided* 
2859; Kingsley Alt. Locke f ref. (1879). 99 That they may 
judge discerningly and charitably of their fellow-mem 1866 
Geo, Eliot F. Holt v, Here his large eyes looked discern- 
ingly through the spectacles. 

Discernment (dizsunment). [f. Discern v. 
+ -ment. Cf. F. discernement (17th c, in Hatz.- 
Darm.).] 

1 . a. The act of discerning or perceiving by the 
intellect ; intellectual perception or apprehension. 

268. in Somers Tracts 1 1 . 340 Leading me to a right Dis- 
cernment of the present Condition into which, we are now; 
brought. 1729 Butler Serm. Wks. 1874 II. 174 Reason 
tends to and rests in the discernment of truth. 2875 J ovvett 
Plato (ed. 2) IV. 277 The savage . . has a quicker discern- 
ment of the track than the civilized man. 2882 Farrar Early 
Chr. II. 536 A power of critical discernment. - 

b. The faculty of discerning ; discrimination, 
judgement ; keenness of intellectual perception j 
penetration, insight. 

X586 [see Decernment, s.v. Decern]. 1646 Sir T. Browne 
Pseud . Bp. 1. iii. 9 Things invisible, but unto intellectual! 
discernments. 2781 Gibbon Decl. f F. II. xlvi. 726 His dis- 
cernment was expressed in the choice of this important post. 
1875 Manning Mission H. Ghost vii. 177 The eye of the soul 
acquires a discernment whereby some can instantly read the 
characters of others. 

f 2 . The act of distinguishing ; a distinction. 
Obs. (Cf. Discern v . 2.) 

1586 A. Day Eng. Secretary 11. (16251 207 But that touching 
the difference of counsels, or tender of his life, should make 
a discernement. 2648 W. Mountagur Devout Ess. 1. x. § 4 
(R.) It is not practicable, to frame rules for the discernment 
between due praises and flatteries. 

3 . Perception by the senses; distinguishing by 
sight, distinct vision. ? Obs. (Cf. Discern v. 5.) 

2727 Philip Quarll 6 Being come within reach of plain 
Discernment. 

Discerp (diss-jp), V. Now rare. Pa. t. and 
pple. diseerped, diseerpt. [ad, L. discerp-ere to 
tear in pieces, f. Dis- 1 + carp ere to pick, pluck, 
etc. Cf. Excerp. The pa. pple. diseerpt restSj, 
partly at least, on the L. pa. pple. discerpl-us.] 

1 . trans. To pluck or tear asunder, pull to pieces; 
fig. to divide forcibly into parts or fragments, to 
dismember. 

2482 Monk of Evesham (Arb.) 51 The cruelle . . wodnes of 
wykyd spirytys the whiche al to bete me discerpte me. .and 
al to brend me. 1567 Maplet Gr. Forest 28 Being once so 
diseerped [they] can neuer after ueither in applying their 
owne parts togither, neither yet in fastning . . them to any 
body, .reuiue and quicken againe. 1668 H. More Div. Dial 
IV. xxxiii. (1723) 385 This Horn, .is the Roman Empire dis- 
cerped into so many Kingdoms. 2682 — A nnoi . Gtanvilfs 
Lux O. 282 It is no derogation to his Omnipotence that he 
cannot discerp a Spirit once created. 

2 . To pluck or tear off, sever (fronts, whole). 1 

2655 H. More Antid. Aik. (2662) 273 There is no means 

. .to discerp or separate any one ray of this Orbe, and keep 
it apart by it self. 1778 Apthorpe Preval Chr. 31 1 His 
principle was, that the human soul, diseerped from the soul 
of the universe, after death was re-fused into the parent- 
substance. 1845T. Cooper Purgatory Suicides (2877) irsThe 
Soul Lived consciously diseerpt from her clay shrine. 2869 
"Baking-Govlu Origin Belief (1B7S) I. xii. 047 Infinite space 
may have parts in it diseerped, and the interval subdivided. 

t Bisce*rpiMe, d. Obs. [ad. L. type *dzscer- 
pibil-is , f. discerpere : see prec., and cf. discernible . 
Later supplanted by discerptible , ] = Discerbtible. 

2655 H. More Antid. Ath. (2662) 250 One part is not 
separable^ or^ discerpible from another, Put the intire Sub- 
stance . . is indivisible. 2661 Glanvill Van. Dogm. 51 
What is most dense and least porous, will be most coherent 
and least discerpible. 1720 Bibliotheca Biblica I. 435 A 
Vapour, or a Fluid Discerpible Substance. 

Hence T Discearpilbi'lity, f Bisccrpibleness 
*= Discebptibility. 

2682 H. More Annot. Glanvill s Lux Q. 220 In Fire, no 
doubt the Discerpibility is yet harder. 1722 Wollaston 
Relig. Nat. v. 74 A natural discerpibility and susceptivity 
of various shapes. 2727 Bailey vol. II, Discerfibleness, 
capableness or aptness to be pulled in Pieces. 

Diseerpt, pa. pple. of Discerp y., q. v. 
t Discerpted, ppl. a. Obs . [f. L. discerpt-us t 
pa .pple. of discerpereto Discerp + -ed 1 2. Cf. excerpt 
vb.J Plucked or tom asunder, divided, separated. 

2607 J. King Serm. Nov. 4 Manie a thousand discerpted 
limme. 1631 J. Burges Answ. Rejoined 203 A few dis- 
cerpted parcells. 2633 F. Adams Exp. 2 Peter iL 7 Dead 
corpses and discerpted limbs. 

Biscerptible (disS-jptib’l), a. [f. L. dis- 
cerpt- ppl. stem of discerp-ere : see -ble.] Capable 
of being plucked asunder, or divided into parts ‘or 
pieces ; divisible. 

2736 Butler Anal. 1. L 16 IJpon supposition that they spre 
compounded and so discerptible. 1837 J. McCulloch At- 
tributes of God (2843) III. 514 Not only extensible but dis- 
cerptible. 2867 Contemp. R.dvPf . 226 The soul is discerprihle, 
-and perishes' with tha %>dy. : , ■ ;"_' J : 

Hence DiscerptihLlity, divisibility; Disce*rp- 
tibleness (Ash, 1775). 

* 75 S Johnson, Discerptibility, liableness to be destroyed by 
disunion of parts. 1837 M'Culloch A ttrihutes of God (2843) 
II. 466 Without any apparent regard to hardness, rigidity, 
weight, toughness, flexibility, softness, discerptibility. 1867 
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Coniemp. -Rev. V. 228 The attempt is made to prove the 1 
perishable quality of the soul by its discerptibiiity. 

Discerption (dissupjan). Now rare. [ad. 
L. discerplion-em (in Vulgate), n. of action from 
disc erp- ere : see Discerp.] 

1 . The action of pulling to pieces, dilaceration; 
fig. division into parts or fragments. 

1647 Bp. Hall Peacemaker (T. 1, Hence are churches, con- 
gregations, families, persons, torn asunder, .so as the whole 
earth is strewed over with the woful monuments of our 
discerptions. 1741 Coventry Phil, to Hyd. iv. (T.) The dis- 
cerpsion of Osiris's body into fourteen parts by his relentless 
adversary. 1844 Lingard Anglo~Sax. Ck. (1858) II. xiv. 306 
The diseerption of his members. 1868 Gladstone Juju. 
Mnndi ix (1869) 373 Heracles suffers a strange diseerption 
of individuality ; for his eidolon or shade moves.and speaks 
here, while ‘he himself is at the banquet of the immortals 

2 . The action of tearing off, severance (of a part 
from a whole) ; cotter, a portion torn off or severed. 

x683 in Somers Tracts II. 242 Even the Propagation of 
Light is by Diseerption ; some Effluvia or Emanations of 
the enlightening Candle passing into that which is lightened. 
1768-74 Tucker Lt. Nat. (1852) I. 402 The diseerption of 
souls from thence [the mundane soul] to inhabit human 
bodies. Ibid . II. 293 Supposing it could be proved, that 
[brutes], .ate discerptions too from the general fund of spiri- 
tual substance. 1822 T. Taylor A pulehis 37 If he . . does 
not. .restore the dead body entire, he is compelled to repair 
the whole of whatever has been bitten and taken from it, 
with discerptions from his own face. 

Bisce'rptive, a. rare. [f. L. discerpt - ppl. 
stem of disc erp- ere + -ive.] Having the quality of 

dividing or separating ; tending to pull to pieces. 
x8. . Ocilvie cites N. B. Rev. 

Disce*rt, obs. form of Desert sb. 1 

c X330 R. Brunne Chron. (18x0) 3x6, I herd neuer telle, for 
what maner discert. 

Diseese, -cess(e, etc., obs. ff. Decease, Dis- 
ease, Disseize. 

t Biscess, Obs. rare. [ad. L, discess-tts de- 
parture, f. discedere : see Discede,] Departure. 

c 1380 Wyclif Wks. (1880) 299 Aftir myn discess wolues of 
raueyn shal come [quoting Acts xx. 29]. 

t Discessiou. Obs. Also 7 dissession. [ad. 
L. discession-em, n. of action from L. discedere : 
see prec.] Departure ; secession ; separation. 

1521 Fisher Wks. (1876) 337 Before the comynge of anti- 
chryst there shall be a notable discession and departing from 
the fay the _of the chirche. xfixx Speed Hist. Gt. Brit, ix, ix. 

§ 20 So vniuersall an oppression, as might cause a generall 
dissession from the Church of Rome. 1612-13 Bp. Hall 
Contempt., N. T. iv. xv, Their slinking away (one by one) 
may seem to carry a shew of deliberate and voluntary dis- 
cession. 1662 Hobbes Seven Prob. Wks. 1845 VII. 19 As 
you pull, the wax grows . . more and. more slender ; there 
being a perpetual parting or discession of the outermost 
parts. 

Discene, -eyue, -eyt(e, obs. ff. Deceive, -oeit. 
+Biscey*VOXlS,0. Obs. rare. [ad. OF .deceveux 
(Godefroy), in AF. *decevous, {. decevoir to De- 
ceive : see -ous.] Deceptive, deceitful. 

1422 tr. Secreta Secret., Priv.Priv. (E.E.T.S.) 217 Suche 
a man is lechelorus and disceyuous. 
t Dischai'n, v. Obs. [ad, 16th c. F. deschain- 
tr (mod.F. dechainer ), f. des~, Dis- 4 + chainer to 
chain.] trans. To set free as from a chain; to 
unchain, unloose. Hence Disehained ppl. a. 

1598 Sylvester Mathieu’s Trophies Hen. IV France, To 
W. Cecil 8 Henry’s Death through Hell’s dis-chained Rage. 
1603 Holland Plutarch's Mor. 51 Their owne irregular 
lusts and unordinate appetites, which now he (as it were) 
dischainid and let loose. 

t Discha*imel, v. Obs. [f. Dis- 7 c + Chan- 
nel sb.] trans. To turn (a stream) out of its 
channel ; ref. and intr. to quit its channel ; to 
discharge itself (into the sea, etc.). 

1607 A. Brewer Lingua hi. v. in Hazl. Dodsley IX. 394 
The river Alpheus at that time pursuing his beloved Are- 
thusa dischannelled himself of his former course. 1652-62 
Heylin Cosmogr. in. (1673) 4/1 Cataractes, dischannelling 
into the Mediterranean. Ibid. in. (1682) 165 Mixt with those 
streams they are dischannelled in the Caspian Sea. 

Discharacter v. : see Dis- 7. 

Discharge (disitja-jdg), v. Forms : 4-6 des- 
charge, (4-7 discarge, 5-6 dyscharge, 6 dis-, 
dyschardge, Sc. disehairge, 6-7 discharg, 7 
discarg), 4- discharge, [a. OF. descharge-r , 
(mod.F. decharger) in 12th c. desekargier, ONF. 
deskargier— Pr. and Sp. descar gar, It. (di)scarcare, 
-caricare, in med.L. des-, discargare (12th c. in Du 
Cange):— late L. type *discarricare, f. Dis- 4 + 
carricare to load, to Charge.] 

I. To free, rid, or relieve a thingiox person) from 
that with which it is charged. 

1 . trans. To unload (a ship, etc.) from that with 
which it is charged or loaded ; to rid of a charge 
or load ; to disburden. (Also absol., and intr. for 
ref.) , 

1382 Wyclif Acts xxvii. 38 And^ the!, .discargeden [v.rr. 
dischargeden, -chargiden] tne schipp, castinge whete in to 
the see. 1481 Caxton Godfrey 260 The maronners of Gene 
receyued them moche^ honorably . . and discharged theyr 
shippes. 13x3 More in Grafton Chron. {x 568) II. 765 No 
man unoccupied, some lading., some discharging, some 
commyng for more. 1570-6 Lambarde Peramb . Kent 
(1826) 167 At the first, ships were accustomed to discarge at 
Lymne. x6ox Holland Pliny 1. 193 Himselfe saw at Puteoli, 
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a certain ship discharged of Elephants embarked therein. 
X7xa W. Rogers Voy. 20 We.. discharg’d the Bark, and 
parted the small Cargo between our two Ships. 189s Law 
Times XC1I. 78/2 A strike took place amongst the men 
employed to discharge the vessel. 

b. To disburden (a weapon, as a bow or gun) 
by letting fly the missile with which it is charged 
or loaded ; to fire off (a fire-arm). Also absol . 

1555 Eden Decades 159 The gouernoure discharged aboute 
,xx. pieces of ordinaunce ageynste them. 1644 Nye Gun- 
nery (1670) 39 He should know howto charge and discharge 
Gunner like. 1745 Wesley Anew. Clu 32 To discharge 
your Spleen and Malice 1 Say, Your Muskets and Blunder- 
busses. 1872 Yeats Techn. Hist . Comm. 334 When his 
piece was discharged, he had to defend himself with his 
sword. 

■f e. intr. (for refll) Of a fire-arm: To go off. 
C1580 J. Hooker Life Sir P. Carewva A rchseol. XXVIII. 
139 The matche gave fier, and the pece dyschardged. 1582 
N. Lichefield tr. Castankeda's Conq. E. Ind. Ixxi. 144 b, 
Some of the Ordinaunce of the fieete beganne to discharge. 

d. Elecir. (trans.) To rid of an electric charge ; 
to withdraw electricity from. (Also intr. for ref.) 

1748 Franklin Lett Wks. 1840 V. 199 The bottle being 
thereby discharged, the man would be charged. 1794 G. 
Adams Nat. # Exp. Philos. IV, xlvii. 295 It [a Leyden 
phial) will be discharged of its fire with a loud snap. 1836-9 
Todd Cycl. Anat, II. 83/1 The torpedo sometimes bears 
great irritation, .without discharging. . 1869 T. Graham in 
Set. Opinion 10 Feb. 270/3 On charging and discharging 
portions of the same palladium wire repeatedly, the curious 
retraction was found to continue. 

e. trans f and fig. To rid, clear (of) ; to deprive 
(of). Now rare. 

13.. K. Alis. 3868 Y am of Perce deschargid, Of Mede, 
and of Assyre aquyted. 1393 Gower Conf. I. 13 J>ei [the 
clergy] wolde hemself descharge Of pouerte and become 
grete. 1480 Caxton Chron. Eng. eexliii. (1482) 285 Quene 
Isabell was dyscharged of al hir dower, and sente oute of 
Englond. 1520 in W. H. Turner Select. Rec. Oxford 26 
The same person .. shalbe dischargied of his ffraunches. 
1600 J. Pory tr. Leo's Africa 11. 157 He is bound . . to dis- 
charge the citie of all leprous persons. 1658 Evelyn Fr. 
Card. (1675) 02 You need only discharge them of the dead 
wood. 1712 J. James tr. Le Blond's Gardening 188 At that 
Time the Earth being wholly discharged of its Moisture, is 
very dry. 1736 Bailey Househ. Diet. 355 Discharge the 
fish of its scales and entrails. 1862 F. Hall Hindu Philos. 
Syst, 103 The assertion . . that whatever has misery for a 
quality can never be discharged of it. 

f. refli To disburden oneself by utterance; to 
give vent to words, feelings, etc. ? Obs. 

1523 Skelton Garl. Laurel 1353, 1 wyll myself discharge 
To lettered men at large. 1713 Steele Guardian No. 29 
V 26 We now and then discharge ourselves in a symphony 
of laughter. 1752 Fielding Amelia v. i, The colonel ., 
discharged himself of two or three articles of news, 

2 . fg. To relieve of (an obligation or charge); 
to exonerate ; to exempt, let off, release from. 

To discharge a bankrupt', to release him from further 
legal liability for debts contracted before his bankruptcy. 

c 1330 R. Brunne Chron. (18x0) 313 Discharged wxlle J>ei 
be of he grete oth J?ei suore. a 1450 Knt. de la 7h«r(i868) 
56 She might have saide, * Aske myn husbonde that ques- 
tyon and not me and thus she might have discharged her 
of her ansuere. 15x3 More in Grafton Chron. (1568) II, 771 
Neither king nor Pope can geve any place such a privilege 
that it shall discharge a man of his debtes beyng able to 
pay. 1559 Shaks. Much Ado v. i. 328, I discharge thee 
of thy prisoner, and I thanke thee. 1607 Schol. Disc. agst. 
Antickr. 1, Hi. 126 Doth not the Lawe discarg from a 
vowe that which hath a superfluous member. 1714 Fr. Bk. 
of Rates xx We have established the Imposition of 50 
Sols per Ton, on the Freight of ail Strangers Ships, at the 
same time discharging those of our own Subjects. 1784 
Form Bankrupt's Certif. in Tomlins Law Diet . s. v., We 
.. testify and declare our consent .. that the said John 
Thomas , . be discharged from his debts in pursuance of the 
same act. 5786 J. Bacon Liber Regis Pref., An Account of 
the Valuations of all the Ecclesiastical Benefices in England 
and Wales, which are now charged with the Payment of 
First Fruits and Tenths, or were lately discharged from any 
Payment to those Revenues, on account of the Smallness 
of their Income. 1858 Sat. Rev. VI. 448/1 We are not dis- 
charged of our duties towards our female readers by any 
coyness on their part. 1863 H. Cox Instit. 1. viii. 95 Some 
boroughs were discharged by the sheriffs from sending 
members. 

+ b. ref. To relieve oneself of an obligation by 
fulfilling it. To discharge oneself of : to acquit 
oneself of, perform, fulfil (a duty or obligation) 
= sense 11 ; to pay (a debt)* sense 10. Obs. 

1586 Holinshed Chron. II. 447 Such magistrates .. 
as neither are comburgesses nor apt to discharge them- 
selves of such offices. 1659 B. Harris Parival's Iron 
Age 252 To discharge themselves of a part of their debts. 
1705 Addison Italy 94 Yet’tis observ’d of ’em, that they 
discharge themselves with a great deal of Dexterity in 
such Embassies, .as are laid on ’em. 

3 . trans. To relieve of a charge or office; (more 
usually) to dismiss from office, service, or em- 
ployment; to cashier. Constr. from, J of; prep, 
rarely omitted. 

1476 jn York Myst. In trod. 37 All. .insufficiant personnes 
. .to discharge, ammove, and avoide, 1548 Hall Chron., 
Hen. VI, 135 b, The duke of Yorke was discharged of the 
| office of Regent. 1599 Harsnet Agst. Darell 94 About 
a Moneth or five weekes after he was Discharged of M. 
Braken buries Service. 1664 Evelyn Mem. (1857) III. 144 
Being, .discovered to be a rampant Socinian, he was dis- 
charged of employment. 1738 Comm. Sense ( 1739) II. 203 
Enemies . . insisted I should be forthwith discharged his 
Service. 1836 Marryat Midsh. Easy xxiii, He wanted 
to leave the service ; he hoped that Captain Wilson would 


discharge him and send him home. 1884 Pae Eustace 
67 You are an idle, drunken vagabond, and I’ll have 
you discharged. 

f b . ref. To disburden or relieve oneself of&n 
office or employment by quitting or renouncing it. 

c 1400 Destr. Troy 8939 Now is tyme in this^ tru ... To 
discharge me as cheftain. 1483 Caxton G. de la Tour N iv, 
Syre I rendre and dyscharge me of your offyee. 

trans. To clear of a charge or accusation; 
to exculpate, acquit. Obs. 

C1500 Lancelot 3227 Bot, if god will, I sal me son dis- 
charg. Say to sir kay I sal not her the charg, He sal no 
mater have me to rapref. 1552 Huloet, Discharge, .extra 
cnlfiam ponere. 1638 Penit. Conf vii. (1657) 132 We may 
well doubt if every Sir John’s absolution discharge us before 
god. x66x Bramhall Just Vind . ix. 245 But it is not 
enough to charge the Church of Rome, unless we can dis- 
charge our selves, and acquit our own Church of the guilt 
of Schisme. 1742 Fielding J. Andrews 1. xvi, The con- 
stable hath not been discharged of suspicion on this account. 

5 . To dismiss (a prisoner in charge of the officers 
of the law, or one charged with an offence) ; to 
release from custody, liberate. 

1556 Citron. Gr. Friars (Camden) 82 The duke of N or- 
foke. .and the byshoppe of Wyssiter had their pardone, and 
ware dyschargyd. 1699 in Col. Rec. Pennsylv, I. 549 
Requesting to be discharged from his confinement. 1771 
Junius Lett. xliv. 239 The. .magistrate.. declares the war- 
rant illegal and discharges the prisoner. 1797 Monthly 
Mag. I II.. 550- The sheriff may then discharge the defendant. 
1887 Times 26 Aug. 10/2 Mr, d’Eyncourt discharged a man 
accused of picking pockets. 

b. To dismiss, send away, let go. (Cf. also 3.) 
(f Also with indirect obj. by omission of from.) 

1586 A. Day Eng. Secretary 11. (1625) 20 Whom your 
selie knew an houre before our conference, to have bin dis- 
charged our company. x6oo E. Blount tr. Conestaggio 
120 They woulde not discharge the souldiers. 1652 Wads- 
worth tr. Sandoval's Civil Wars Sp. 333 Requiting the 
Commissioners forthwith to discharge him the Citie. 1807 
Med. Jml. XVII. 316 At the end of which time . . the girl 
was a second time discharged cured. 1893 Law Times 
XCV. 249/2 The jury, having informed the court that they 
had no presentment to make, were discharged. 

6. To charge or command not to do something 
(cf. Charge v. 14) ; to prohibit, forbid. Also 
with the action as obj. Obs. exc. dial. (Chiefly Sc.) 

1570 Levins Manip. 31 To discharge, inhibere, absoluere . 
1596 Dalrymple tr. Leslie's Hist. Scot. viii. 89 This par- 
leament . . discharges al man the futball, and al sik games. 
1632 Lithgow Trav. ix. 389 The Cardinal!., discharged him 
to say Masse for a yeare. 1693 Col. Rec. Penns fv. I. 368 
And discharge all others from Transporting Anie persons 
over the SkuiUkill. 1707 Act agst. Irmov, Worship 21 Apr. 
(Jam.), The General Assembly .. doth hereby discharge the 
practice of all such innovations. 1716 Wodrow Com . (1843) 
II. x2o The ministers, .were discharged to pray for King 
George even in their families. [x88x Leicestersh. Gloss., s. v., 
A discharged 'im of ivver cornin’ agen o' the graound. 1889 
N. W. Line. Gloss, s.v., I discharge you fra iver speakin’ 
to oor ’Melia ony moore.] 

7 . Arch. To relieve (some part) of superincum- 
bent weight or pressure by distributing this over 
adjacent parts. (Also b. with the weight as obj.) 

1667 Primatt City C. Build. 82 One Lintal to discharge 
the two windows and Balcony-door. 1703 Moxon Mech. 
Exerc. 138 Put a Girder between, to Discharge the Length 
of the Joysts. 1715 Leoni Palladio's Archit. (1742) I. 51 
The arched ceilings.. are made of cane, to discharge the 
Walls. 1788 [see Discharging ppl. a. J. X879 Cassells 
Techn. Eauc. 111, 195/2 The arch . . not only supports tl e 
wall above, but ‘discharges’ the weight over the walls on 
each side. 

II. To remove, throw off, clear away a charge. 

8. To remove (that with which anything is 
charged) ; to clear out, send out or forth, emit. 
spec. a. To take out, clear away, empty out, unload 
from a vessel, etc. (Also predicated of the vessel : 
cf. c below.) 

1479 in Eng. Gilds (1870) 425 All smalwodde to be dis- 
charged at the Bak. 1582 N. Lichefield tr. Castankeda’s 
Conq. E. Ind. xlii. 96 That ther were setled a Factorie, to 
discharge the Merchandize the which were appointed for 
that place. 1699 Dampif.r Voy. II. 1. 4 The Ships as usually 
take in water, .yet they do as frequently discharge it again 
at some of these Islands, and take in better. 1720 Col. Rec. 
Pennsylv, III. 1x2 Preventing Sickly Vessels from discharg- 
ing their goods or passengers. 1840 R. H. Dana Bef Mast 
xx. 59 They came to anchor, moored ship, and commenced 
discharging hides and tallow. Ibid, xx ii. 67 Having dis- 
charged her cargo and taken in ballast, she prepared to get 
under weigh. 1846 Thackeray Paris Sk.-bk. (1869) 1 The 
two coaches draw near, and from thence, .trunks, children 
. . and an affectionate wife are discharged on the quay. 

b. To send forth, let fly (a missile, a blow, etc.); 
to fire off (a shot). 

c 1500 Melusine lxii. 369 He . . wold haue take the swerd 
to haue descharged it vpon the serpent. 1604 Shaks. Oth . 
11. i. 57 They do discharge their Shot of Courtesie. 1669 
Sturmy Mariner's Mag. v. 75 Of the . . Motion or Course 
of a Shot discharged out of any Piece of Ordnance. 1725 
Pope Odyss. xxii. 276 Let each at once discharge the deiidly 
dart. 1771 Goldsmith Hist. Eng. I. 196 A Norman knight 
..discharged at his head two.. furious strokes of a sabre. 
1817 Wolfe Burial Sir J. Moore i, Not a soldier dis- 
charged his farewell shot O’er the grave where our hero 
we buried. ^1850 Arab. Nts. (Rtldg.) 466 The king, my 
father, discharged an arrow, which pierced his breast. 

absql, 1481 Caxton Godfrey 147 Cure meyne discarged 
[i e. arroWs] on them. 1684 Sceinderbeg Rediv. vi. 144 The 
Turks having Discharged, again retired. 1734 tr. R oilin' s 
Anc. Hist. , 1 V. vin. xiv. 94 Archers who discharged per- 
petually upon them, a 1774 Goldsm. Hist. Greece I. 297. 
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C. To give vent to, allow to escape or pass out ; 
to send or pour forth, emit ; fig. to give utterance 
or expression to. 

1600 E. Blount tr. Conestaggio 29^ There they discharged 
their choler. 1605 Shaks. Macb. v. i. 81 Infected minds To 
their deafe pillowes will discharge their Secrets. 2676 Wise- 
man Surgery (J.), The matter being suppurated, I opened 
an inflamed tubercle . . and discharged a well-concocted 
matter. 271 1 Shaftesb. Charac . (1737) I- 73 Tis the only 
manner in which the poor cramp’d Wretches can discharge 
a free Thought. 1833 Act 3-4 Will. IV, c. 46 § 114 The 
same [pipes] shall not discharge the water . . upon the foot 
pavements. 1845 M. Pattison Ess. (1889) I. 11 The shoals 
of the frivolous and dissipated which this country annually 
discharges upon the Continent. 

d. reft. To find vent, escape ; esp. of a river, to 
empty itself, disembogue (also intr.). 

1600 J. Pory tr. Leo's Africa n. 333 This small river .. 
dischargeth it selfe into the Mediterran sea. 1794 S. Wil- 
liams Vermont 30 Twenty five run westerly and discharge 
themselves into Lake Champlain. 1816 Keatinge Trav. 
(1817) II. 42 A deep and rapid river, which discharges at 
Larache. 1820 Scoresby Acc. Arctic Reg . I, 338 The 
chimney, .through which the smoke discharges itself. 

+ 9. trans. To remove (anything of the nature of 
a charge, obligation, etc.) ; to get rid of, do away 
with, abolish. Obs . 

1523 Fitzherb. Surv. 12 b, Mater in writyng may nat be 
discharged by.. bare wordes. 1626 Bacon Sylva § 236 All 
this dischargeth not the wonder. 1654 tr. Scudery's Curia 
Pol. 173, I resolved to remove and discharge the Office of 
the Major of the Pallace. 1732 Neal Hist. Purii. I. 234 
The Earl of Murray, .convened a Parliament, .in which tne 
Pope’s authority was again discharged. 1741 Richardson 
Pamela (1742) IV. 34 If it be the natural Duty of a Mother, 
it is a Divine Duty ; and how can a Husband have Power 
to discharge a Divine Duty? 1778 Bp. Lowth Transl. 
Isaiah Prelim. Diss. (ed. 12) 44 We can hardly expect., 
more.. than to be able.. to discharge and eliminate the 
errors that have been gathering ..for about a thousand 
years past. 

b. Law. To put an end to the obligation of, 
cancel, annul (an order of a court). 

1798 Dallas Amer. Law Rep. II. 33 Therefore adjudge 
that the order of the court be discharged. 1808 Pari. Deb. 
1409 Other . . business . .might render it improper to discharge 
the order : the call might be postponed for a few days with- 
out being discharged. 1885 Law Times LXXIX. 175/t 
The order . . was entirely wrong, and must be discharged with 
costs. 

c. Arch. To get rid of (a weight) : see 7 b. 

10. To clear off, or acquit oneself of (an obliga- 
tion) by fulfilment or performance ; to pay (a debt, 
vow, etc.). 

1525 Ld. Berners Froiss. II. ccxxiv. [ccxx.] 701 His 
entent was not to departe thens tyll euery thynge was 
payed and discharge[d]. 1542 Udall in Lett Lit. Men 
(Camden) 2 Only of an honest purpose to discharge my 
debtes. 1590 Shaks. Com. Err. iv. i.13, I will discharge 
my bond. 1606 — Ant. <$• Cl. iv. xvi. 28 Death of one 
person can be paide but once, And that she ha’s dis- 
charg’d. 1725 Pope Odyss. 1. 329 Soon may your sire 
discharge the vengeance due. 1767 Blackstone Comm. II. 
141 If I am bound to pay money on any certain day, I 
discharge the obligation if I pay it before twelve o’clock at 
night. 1827 Hallam Const. Hist. (1876) I. vi. 337 By no 
means sufficient to defray his expenses, far less to discharge 
his debts. 2885 Law Times LXXIX. 172/1 If forbearance 
were shown, the defaulting solicitor would be able to dis- 
charge his liabilities. 

f b. To pay or settle for. Obs. 

*593 Nashe Four Lett. Confut. 6 That thou mayst haue 
money to goe home to Trinitie Hall to discharge thy com- 
mons. 1646 Evelyn Mem. (1857) I. 239 The next morning 
. . discharging our lodgings, we agreed for a coach to carry 
us, 1729 Swift Libel on Delany Wks. 1755 IV. 1. 95 Crazy 
Congreve scarce cou’d spare A shilling to discharge, his 
chair. 1813 W. H. Ireland Scribbleomania 156 She liter- 
ally was without a shilling to discharge the vehicle which 
had conveyed her to the metropolis. 1843 C. Whitehead 
R. Savage (1845) II. iv. 218 I had discharged my lodging 
that morning. Ibid. III. xi. 446 That insult shall be dis- 
charged at the same time with the other debts. 

+ c. To pay, settle with (a creditor). Obs. 
a 1360 Amy Robs art Let. in Westm. Gaz. 21 Apr. (1894) 
A To make this gowne of veilet whiche I sende you.. and 
will se you dyscharged for all. 1596 Shaks. Merck. V. 
hi. ii. 276 If he had The present money to discharge the 
Jew, He would not take it. 1698 Fryer A cc. E. India <§* P. 
392 The Husbandman, .reaps the. Fruit of his Labour, pro- 
vided he Take care to discharge his Landlord. 

t d. To clear oneself of, account for, give account 
of. Obs. rare. 

1596 Spenser F. Q. y ii. xii. 17 He Bade her Ceasse to 
molest the Moone to walke at large Or come before high 
Jove her dooings to discharge. 

1*6. To transfer the responsioiiity for (some- 
thing) by charging it on some one else (cf. Charge 
v. 16 ). Obs. rare. 

1651 Hobbes Leviath. 11. xxvii. 292 Part of the fault may 
Jo ^f c ^ ar S e d on the punisher. 1697 Dryden AEneid xii. 
(R.), Tis not a crime t’ attempt what I decree, Or if it were, 
discharge the crime on me. 

11. To acquit oneself of, fulfil, execute, perform 
(a charge, office, duty, trust, function, etc.). 

1548 Latimer P laughers (Arb.) 21 A soore word for them 
that are neglygent m dyschargeinge theyr office. 1590 
Shaks. Mids. A r . v. i. 206 Thus haue I Wall, my part dis- 
charged so. a 1662 Fuller Worthies (1840) II. 214 He 
was high-sheriff of this county, 1635, discharging the place 
with great honour. 27x9 in Perry Hist. Coll. Am. Col. 

.* L Let me.. exhort you to discharge a good con- 
science in this matter. 1755 Johnson Let. to Lang ton 6 
May m Boswell, When the duty that calls me to Lichfield is 


discharged, my inclination will call me to Langton. a 3853 
Robertson Sertn. Ser. in. vii. 92 They appointed one of 
their number, .to discharge those offices for them. 

12 . Dyeing, etc. To remove (the dye or colour 
with which it has been charged) from a textile 
fabric, etc. b. To print (a fabric) with a pattern 
by discharging parts of the ground colour. 

2727 Pope, etc. Art of Sinking 91 Take off the gloss, or 
quite discharge the colour. 1764 Churchill Poems , Ep. to 
Hogarth , Wash the Ethiop white, Discharge the leopard’s 
spots. 1802 Mar. Edgeworth Moral T. (1816) I. xix. 150 
The colours had been discharged by some acid. 2836 Penny 
Cycl VI. 155/1 The second style of calico-printing consists 
in giving a general dye to the cloth, and discharging portions 
of the_ ground, which has the effect of producing a number 
of white or variously coloured figures upon it. 2875 lire's 
Did. Arts I. 288, That is, 224 handkerchiefs are discharged 
every ten minutes. 

c. intr. Of ink, dye, etc.: To be washed out; 
to ‘ run ’ when wetted. 

# 2883 R. Haldane Workshop Receipts Ser. it. 336/2 The 
ink.. dries quickly, and may even be varnished without 
discharging. 

Discharge (dis^Ja-jd^), sb. [f. prec. vb. : cf. 
OF. descharge ( 1 3 - 1 4 th c. in Hatz.-Darm.), mod. 
F. dicharge , f. des-, dicharger . ] 

1. The act of freeing from or removing a charge 
or load; disburdenment, unloading (of a vessel, 
etc.) ; clearing away, removal (of a cargo, etc.). 

2580 Hollyband Treats. Fr. Tong, Passe-port e, a bill of 
discharge for any_ merchandise. 1626 Bacon Sylva § 92 
Marke well the Discharge of that Cloude ; And you shall 
see it euer breake vp, first in the Skirts, and last in the 
middest. 2892 Law Times XCII. 78/2 The discharge of 
her cargo began on the 14th Nov. 

2. The act of discharging a weapon or missile ; 
the act of firing off a fire-arm, letting fly an arrow, 
etc. Also fig. 

2596 Shaks. i Hen . IV \ 1. i. 57 By discharge of their 
Artillerie. 2633 H- Cogan tr. Pinto's Trav. xxii. 79 Without 
any noise or discharge of Ordnance. # 2785 Sarah Fielding 
Ophelia I. xiv, I had stood her discharge of nonsense. 
2831 J. W. Croker in Croker Papers (1884) 8 Feb., I am 
as convinced. -as I am that the discharge of my gun will 
follow the pulling the trigger. 2844 H. H. Wilson Brit. 
India III. 76 The howitzers were then brought up, and 
after a few discharges, the work was taken in flank. 

3. The act of sending out or pouring forth ; 
emission, ejection the rate or amount of emission. 

2600 Shaks. A. V. L. n. i. 37 The wretched annimall 
heau’d forth such groanes That their discharge did stretch 
his leatherne coat Almost to bursting. 2695 Woodward Nat. 
Hist. Earth hi. (2723) 161 Wherever there are any extra- 
ordinary Discharges of this [subterraneous] Fire, there also 
are the neighbouring Springs hotter than ordinary. 2783 
Pott Chirurg. Wks. I. 309 The discharge of this mucus. 
1823 J. Badcock Dom. Amnsem. 280 And give a more easy 
issue or discharge to the water. 1880 Haughton Phys. 
Geog, iii. 141 This gives a discharge of water to the south- 
ward, equal to 32-28 cubic miles per hour. 

b. Electr. The emission or transference of 
electricity which takes place between two bodies 
positively and negatively charged, when placed in 
contact or sufficiently near each other. 

1794 G. Adams Nat. f Exp. Philos. IV. xlvii. 295 The 
person who holds the discharger feels nothing from the dis- 
charge. 2836-9 Todd Cycl. A nat. II. 82/2 The shock caused 
by an electrical fish is said to be produced by a discharge of 
its electricity. 1863-72 Watts Did. Chem. II. 388 The 
recombination of the oppositeelectricities which constitutes 
discharge may. . be either continuous or sudden. 2894 Times 
19 Apr. 13/6 Three modes of electric discharge — the glow 
discharge, the spark discharge, and the arc discharge. 

c. concr. That which is emitted or poured forth ; 
esp. matter issuing from a wound or running 
sore. 

1727 P. Hardisway in Phil. Tram. (1727) VII. 216 {title) 
A Purulent Discharge. 2804 Abernethy Surg. Obs. 223, 
I directed that this discharge should be pressed out.. and 
a poultice applied. 2862 Marg. Goodman Exper. Eng. 
Sister of Mercy 103 The discharge was so offensive as to 
nauseate him and prevent him taking nourishment. 

d. The place where something is discharged ; 
e.g. the mouth of a river (cf. Discharge v. 8 d) ; 
an opening for discharging something. 

1798 Pennant Hindoostan II. no The water contained In 
them [rivers] is increased by dams made across their dis- 
charges. 2808 Pike Sources Mississ. iii. App. 6 From its 
sources to its discharge into the head of the gulf of California. 
1828 Scott F. M. Perth (ed. 1) xxix, On the meadow at the 
Ballough, that is, the discharge of the lake into the river. 

4. The act of freeing from obligation, liability, or 
restraint ; release, exoneration, exemption. 

Discharge of a bankrupt *. release from further legal 
liability for debts contracted before his bankruptcy. 

£•1460 Fortescue Abs. & Lim. Mon. ix, Wich encrease, 
any subget desirith ffor his owne discharge off {rat he beyrith 
to the sustenance off his prince. 2532 More Confut. Tindale 
Wks. 518 2 Of whiche commaundement in scripture we see 
no discharge. 2359 Aep. Hethe in Strype A nn. Ref. 1 . 11. 
App. vi. 1 1 Thus muche I have here said . . for the dyscharge of 
my conscience. 2683 Brit . Spec. 255 After that Honoriushad 
by Letters of Discharge quitted the Britains of the Roman 
Jurisdiction. 2705 Ad 4 A nne c. 17 That a bankrupt trader 
, . should be entitled to h is discharge from all further liability 
for the debts theretofore contracted. 2818 Cruise Digest 
(ed. 2) III. 66 Neither will any prescription de non deci - 
ntando avail in total discharge of tithes, unless it relates to 
such abbey lands. 2835 Penny Cycl. III. 401/1 Bankrupt 
Law Sc., The bankrupt .. may apply to the Court of 
Session for a discharge . . A discharge . . frees the debtor 
from all debts previous to the date of the first deliverance 
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on the petition for sequestration, except debts due to the 
crown. 289s Times (Weekly Ed.) 558/2 [Bankruptcy Court] 
Although he did not treat the debtor as immaculate, he 
thought the order of discharge might be granted subject to 
the minimum suspension laid down by the Act— namely, 
two years. 

b. Exoneration from accusation or blame ; ex- 
culpation, acquittal, excuse. 

2526 Pilgr. Perf. (W. de W. 153%) 160 b, It is not sufficyent 
to my discharge, a 2557 Mrs. M. Basset tr. More's Treat. 
Passion Wks. 1373/2 Wold that .. haue serued theym for 
theire dyscharge? 1656 Earl Monm. Adv. Fr. P amass. 
328 He published in his own discharge, those his unfortunate 
relations, a 1726 South (J.), N ot condemning, .which word 
imports properly an acquittance or discharge of a man upon 
some precedent accusation. 2836 J. Gilbert Chr. A tonem. 
i. (1852) 20 His receiving a discharge from guilt. 

c. Dismissal from service, employment, or office. 

2548 Hall Chron ., Hen . VI, 239b, He., nothyng more 

coveted and desired then libertie and discharge. 2500 
Greene Mourn . Garm.(x6i6) 36 The Seruingmen. .brookt 
their discharge with patience. 2622 Bible Eccl. viii. 8 
There is no discharge m that warre. 27.45 Magens Insur~ 
ances II. 211 If the Master give the Mate his Discharge. 
1844 Regul. <$• Ord. Army 195 In the cases of Soldiers who 
obtain their Discharge by Purchase, no charge is allowed 
by the Public for their passage from abroad. 

d. Release from custody, liberation. 

c 2590 C’tess Pembroke Ps. lxvi. vii, I cried to him, my 
cry procured My free discharge from all mv bandes. 1671 
Milton Samson 1573 Death, who sets all free, Hath paid 
his ransom now and full discharge. 1771 Mackenzie Matt 
Feel. xi. (1803) 88 You will receive . . a sum more than suffi- 
cient for your husband's discharge. Mod. The magistrate 
ordered the discharge of the prisoner as the evidence did 
not warrant his committal for trial. 

e. concr. Something that frees from obligation ; 
esp. a document conveying release from obligation ; 
a receipt for the payment of money due, an acquit- 
tance ; a certificate of freedom from liability. 

1495 Ad 11 Hen. VII , c. 54 § 5 The Kingis lettres under 
his pryve seale .. shalbe sufficient discharge for the.. pay- 
ment thereof. 2533 Fitzherb. Surv. 12 b, Than must the 
tenaunt shewe a discharge by suffycient writyng, and nat 
by wordes, or elles to paye the same. 1640-2 Kirkcudbr. 
War Comm. Min. Bk. (2855) 91 To call for a sight of the 
said discharges and tak coppies thairof. 1719 De Foe 
Crusoe 1. xix. (1840) 342 , 1 sent for a notary, and caused him 
to draw up a general release or discharge for the four hun- 
dred and seventy moidores. 2792 Mrs. C. Smith Desmond 
III. 53 He [the steward] is very honest.. and I have given 
him his discharges. 2866 Crump Banking v. 107 An altera- 
tion made by the drawer . . without the consent or know- 
ledge of the acceptor, is considered a full discharge to the 
acceptor. 1895 Times (Weekly Ed.) 16 Aug. 652/2 Sending 
up parchment discharge and other documentary evidence 
of the . . good conduct of the deceased. 

5. The act of clearing off a pecuniary liability ; 
payment. 

2622 Shaks. Cyrnb. v. iv. 173 Oh the charity of a penny 
Cord.. you haue no true Debitor, and Creditor but it I of 
what’s past, is, and to come, the discharge. 1688 Pennsyfo. 
A rckives I. 104 Kelp us w th some money ffor the Discharge 
of the Great Expence wee are at. 2809 Jefferson Writ. 
(1830) IV. 136 The discharge of the debt, therefore, is vital 
to the destinies of our government. 2888 Bryce Amer. 
Commw. II. xliii. 140 Providing for the discharge of exist- 
ing liabilities. 

0. Fulfilment, performance, execution (of an ob- 
ligation, duty, function, etc.). 

# 1620 Shaks. Temp. 11. i. 254 An act Whereof what's past 
is Prologue; what to come In yours and my discharge. 
262a R. Hawkins Voy. S. Sea , I know the Spaniard too 
too well and the manner of his proceedings in discharge of 
promises. 2675 Traherne Chr. Ethics xxx. 478 The dis- 
charge of our duty. 2829 Southey Sir T. More s, iii, Such 
tribute . . rendered, in discharge Of grateful duty. 1845 
Stephen Laws Eng. (1874) II. 627 The discharge of the 
office is, in general, compulsory upon the party chosen. 1883 
Law Reports 11 Q. Bench Div. 596 note. In discharge of 
his functions as advocate. 

7. + a. The act of sending away ; dismissal. Obs. 
b. Law. Dismissal or reversal of an order of a 
court. 

1677 Gilpin Demonol. (1867) 430 Positive discharges, like 
that of Christ in the same case, ‘Get thee hence, Satan*. 
2892 Sir N. Lindley in Law Times Rep. LXVI I. 150/1 
The discharge of the order, .ought not to be granted except 
upon the terms of bringing the money into court. 

8 . Arch. The relieving some part of a building 
of superincumbent weight; concr. a contrivance 
for effecting this. (Cf. Discharge v.J. ) 

2703 Moxon Mech. Ex ere. 159 A Brick-wall or a Post 
trim’a up to a piece of Timber over charg’d for its Bearing, 
is a Discharge to that Bearing. 1823 P. Nicholson Prad. 
Build. 222 Discharge, a post trimmed up under a beam, or 
part of a building which is weak. 

9. Dyeing, etc. The act or process of removing 
the colour with which a textile fabric is charged, 
b. concr. A composition or mixture used for this 
purpose. (Cf. Discharge v. 12 .) 

1836 Penny Cycl. VI. 155/2 Calico-printing, Discharges 
are of two kinds ; the simple, and the compound or mor- 
danted. Ibid. 155/2 Compound discharges not only remove 
the mordant from the. ground, .hut Introduce anew mordant 
on the discharged points, *854 J. Scoffern in OrPs Circ. 
Sc. Chem. 422 Some varieties of calico-printing by the pro- 
cess of discharge. 2874 W. Crookes Prad. Handbk. Dyeing 
317 By the word discharge is designated any compound, or 
mixture which has the property of bleaching, or taking 
away, the colour already communicated to a fabric. 

10. attrib. and Comb. 

2836 Penny Cycl. VI, 155/2 The goods.. are.. impressed 
with the discharge paste by means of the engraved block 
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or cylinder. Ibid . 155/2 Mordanted goods . . intended for 
the discharge process. 1864 Daily Tel. 26 July, The dis- 
charge culverts, _ through which the sewage is poured into 
the river, are visible only at the time of low-water. 1874 
Knight Diet. Meek.* Discharge-valve, in marine engines, 
a valve covering the top of the air-pump, opening when 
pressed from beneath. 1891 R. Kipling City Dread/. Nt . 
26 His statements tally with the discharge-certificate of the 
United States. 

DiscliargeaMe (disjtjaud^ab’l), a. rare . [f. 
Discharge v. + -able.] Capable of being dis- 
charged : in quo!., liable to be paid for (see Dis- 
charge v. 10 b). 

1781 T. Jefferson Lett. Writ. 1893 II. 514 And we will 
give you moreover 150 lbs. of Tobacco a Day each discharge- 
able in current money at the rate affixed by the grand Jury. 
Discharged (disitjaudgd), ppl a. [f. as prec. 
+ -ED 1.] Treed from a charge, load, obligation, 
etc. ; exonerated, released, dismissed, emitted, etc. 

Discharged Living* (in Ch. of Engl.) a benefice that is 
exempt from the payment of First-fruits, its value having 
been returned in the Liber Regis of K. Henry VIII as less 
than £ to. Cf. Discharge v. 2, quot. 1786. 

1398 Trevisa Barth. DeP . R. xn. Introd. (Tollem. MS.), 
Fowles of praye, hat ben disebargid of weyjjjte of flesche, and 
fie)? most hy^e. 1483 Cath. Angl. 100 Discharged, exone- 
rates, 1631 May tr, Barela/ s Mirr. M hides 11. 36 Of such 
men . . the labour .. is precious, as filling their discharged 
mindes with a new strength. 1719 De Foe Crusoe (1840) I. 
xvi, 280 Laying down the discharged pieces. 1758 A f. P.'s 
Let. on R. Navy 35 Dead and discharged Tickets . . are 
paid at the Navy-Office, without being chequed. 1786 J. 
Bacon Liber Regis 1253 Livings discharged. 1836 [see 
Discharge sb. 9). 1849 R. Garnett in Proc. Pkilol. Soc. 
IV. 179 In the same degree that a magnetized steel bar 
differs from an ordinary one, or a charged Leyden jar from 
a discharged one. 1859 A utobiog. Beggar Boy 3 M y mother's 
marriage with a discharged soldier. 1891 Kelly's P. O. 
Direct . Bucks 364/2 Datchet, the living is a discharged 
vicarage, net yearly value £ 306. 

Discharger (dis|tja*id:pi). [f. Discharged. 
+ -ER K CL F. deschargeur (13th a).] 

1 . One who discharges (in various senses; see 
the verb). 

1533 Elyot Cast. Helthexn. (R.\ Deth is the discharger 
of af griefes and myseries. 1585 Abp. Sandys Semi. (1841) 
230 A sure discharger of his debts to the uttermost. 1646 Sir 
T. Browne Pseud. Ep. n. v. 89 By Borax and Butter mixed 
in a due proportion; which, sayeth he, will so goe off as 
scarce to be heard by the discharger. 1875 U re's Diet. A rts 

I. 288 The discharger, .admits the liquor, the air, and the 
water. 1892 Labour Commission Gloss.* Dischargers* men 
tn the chemical industry engaged in loading and unloading 
waggons. 

2 . An instrument or appliance for discharging. 
spec. a. An apparatus for producing a discharge of 
electricity. 

1794 [see Discharge sb. 3 b]. 1832 Nat. Philos ., Electr. 
ix. § 136. 37 (Useful Knowl. Soc.) In order to direct the 
charge with more certainty. .an apparatus, called the Uni- 
versal Discharger •* was contrived by Mr. Henley, c 1865 

J. Wylde in Circ. Sc.* I. 170/1 An instrument, called a dis- 
charger . . which consists of two brass knobs, fixed to a bent 
wire. 

b. Dyeing, = Discharge sb. 9 b. 

In mod. Diets. 

. Discharging (disitja'idgig), vlu. sb. [f. as 
prec. + -ing h] The action of the verb Discharge 
in various senses. (Now chiefly gerundial.) 

<2x483 Liber Niger in Honsek. Ord. 29 Bycause of newe 
charging and discharging of servants, officers, etc. 1538 
Bury Wills (Camden) 135 In dyschargyng of my concyence. 
x666 Pepys Diary 16 Oct., Orders . . about discharging of 
ships. X762 Goldsm. Cit. W. lxxxiv. j» 6 Bequeathed . . to 
the discharging his debts. 1832 Marshall {title) On the 
Enlisting, the Discharging, and the Pensioning of Soldiers, 
1890 Pall Mall G. 24 Nov. 6/3 The proposals, .by the large 
shipowners to undertake their own discharging. 

Discharging, ppl. a. [f. as prec. + -ing 2.] 
That discharges : see the verb. 

Discharging arch {Arch.): an arch built in the substance 
of a wall, which relieves a part below it (as a lintel, etc.) from 
the ^ superincumbent weight ; cf. Discharge v. 7 and sb. 8 ; 
similarly discharging strut, etc. Discharging rod {Electr.) 
*= Discharger 2 a. 

c X788 Langle/s Buildeds Compl. Assist, (ed. 4) 152 If . . 
there be discharging Stmts framed into the Beams and Prick 
Posts . . they will discharge the principal Rafters from the 
greatest Part of the whole weight. 1797 Monthly Mag. Ill, 
30X The spirit becomes sooner condensed, before it reaches 
the discharging cock. ^ x8ia J. Smyth Pract. of Customs 
(1821) p. via, Copious instructions for the discharging Offi- 
cers. xSxa-d J. Smith panorama Sc. § Art 1 1 . 137 The 
condenser and^ the discharging-pump communicate by 
means of a horizontal pipe containing a valve opening to- 
wards the pump. 18x9 P. Nicholson Arch. Diet.* Dis- 
charging A rches* rough brick or stone arches, built over the 
wooden lintels of apertures. 1819 Pantologia s. v. Electrical 
Battery , Care should be taken not to touch the wires .. be- 
fore the discharging rod be repeatedly applied to its sides. 
1856 Kane A ret. Expl. I. xii. 135 An icy wall, which con- 
stantly threw off its discharging bergs. 1858 A rchit. Pub I 
Soc » Diet. Discharging Piece* strut* etc.* a piece of 
timber so placed as to discharge any weight, in framing or 
sharing, upon a Fetter point of support. 1875 lire's Diet. 
A rts. I. 288 The bleaching or discharging liquor. 
Diselia*rity sb . ; see Dis- 9. 

Bis charm (diS|tjaTm), v. [ad. OF. deschar- 
mer* dicharmer to free from enchantment (15th c. 
in Littre), f. des-* Dis- 4 + charmer to Charm.] 
intr. and trans. To undo a charm; to free from 
the influence of a charm or enchantment. 

3480 Caxton Ovids Met. xiv. vii, The more she discharmed, 


the more we gate our forme humayne. 2634 Heywood 
Witches Lane. v. Wks. 1874 IV. 255 So they are discharm d. 
28 . . Lowell To W. L. Garrison v, That thunder s swell 
Rocked Europe, and discharmed the triple crown. 

Dischase (disjtp's), v. [f. Dis- 7 b + Chase 
sb. 1 3.] trans. To reduce from the legal status 
and condition of a chase to that of ordinary land. 

1725ns Act 12 Geo. I, c. 4 (Jod.) An act for dischasing and 
disfranchising the chase of Alrewas Hay, 

t Dischauxe, v- Ohs. rare. [ad. OF. des- 
chaucer* -chancier* -chalcier (12th c. in Littre), 
mod.F. dechausser L. discalceare* f. Dis- 4 + 
calcedre to shoe, calceus a shoe : cf. Discalceate, 
-calced, also Chausses.] trans. To divest of 
shoes, or of hose. 

C2400 Beryn 471 And j?erfor, love, dischauce yewe nat till 
J?is chek be do. 

Diseliayte, obs. erratic form of Deceit. 

? <1x400 Morte Arth. 3700 Sekerly assembles thare one 
sevenschore knyghtes, Sodaynly in dischayte by tha salte 
strandes. 

t Dischee r, v. Obs. rare— K [Dis- 6.] trans. 
To put out of cheer; to distress, dishearten. 

1587 Turberv. Trag. T, (1837) 90 An other thing there was, 
that most discheerde Her kinsfolkes then in place. 

Disehest : see Dis- 7. 

Dischevel, etc., obs. form of Dishevel, etc. 
t Dischrsel, v. Obs. [f. Dis- <5 + Chisel v .] 
trans. To undo the chiselling of. Hence f Dis- 
chiselling (dischesiling) vbl. sb. 

1652 J. Hall Height of Eloquence p. xxv, That was meerly 
a dischesiling of the general design. 

Disehone, obs. Sc. form of Disjune sb. and v. 
Dischort, obs. f. Dishort -Sc., injury, mischief, 
t Disclm rcli, v. Obs. [f. Dis- 7 + Church sb.] 

1 . trans. To deprive (a church) of its character ; 
to cause to be no longer a church ; to unchurch. 

1629 Bp, Hall Reconciler xx This heresie . . makes Rome 
justly odious and execrable . . but cannot utterly dischurch 
it. <21656 — Rem. Wks. (1660) 408 These are enough to 
deforme any Church, not enough to dis-church it. 1656 S. 
Winter Serm . 37 That Church shall never be dischurched. 

2 . To exclude or expel (persons) from the church. 
165X C. Cartwright Cert. Relig. 1. 1x3 All dis-union of 

people is not enough to dis-church them. 

Hence Dischrrrching vbl. sb. and ppl. a. 

1680 Allen Peace 4* Unity 51 They were not under the 
dischurching cause of as many of the Jews as were dis- 
churched. 1695 J. St, N. Widow's Mire 11 The Apostacy 
. .for which the Judgment of Dischurching came upon them. 

t Disci'de, v. Obs. [ad. L. discid-ere (rare) 
to cut in pieces, f. Dis- 1 + csedere to cut.] trans. 
To cut asunder or in pieces ; to cut off or away. 
lit. andyfjf. 

1494 Fabyan Citron, vn. 406 No parte of bounte from hym 
was discided. 1596 Spenser F. Q. iv. i. 27 Her lying tongue 
was in two parts divided . . And as her tongue so was her hart 
discided. 1599 A. M. tx. Gabelhouer's Bk. Physicke 16/1 
Discide from this roote the little eares and iagges. 1679 
Prance Addit. Narr. Pop . Plot 34 The distinction of 
errante clave,, doth at least cut, if not discide that Knot. 
Discide, obs. form of Decide. 

Disciferous (disrferos), a. Bot. [f. L . disc-us* 
disci-* Disk -f -eerous.] Bearing a disk or disks. 
1883 in Syd. Soc. Lex. 

Discifloral (disiflo^ral), a. Bot. [f. L. discus , 
disci- Disk + -florus flowering, flowered + -al : cf. 
floral.] Having flowers with the receptacle en- 
larged into a conspicuous disk surrounding the 
ovary : spec, applied to a series of orders of poly- 
petalous exogens {Disciflorse in Eng. Bot.* ed. 3, 
1863) having this character, including Rtitacese , etc. 

1873 Hooker in Le Maout 4 Decaisne's Syst. Bot. (App.) 
998 Series II. Discifloral — Sepals distinct or connate, free or 
aanate to the ovary — ■ Disk usually conspicuous , as a ring 
or cushion, or spread over the base of the calyx- tube, or 
confluent with the base of the ovary. 

Disciform (drsiijwm), a. [f. L. discus (see 
prec.) + -form.] Having the form of a disk ; disk- 
shaped, discoidal. 

1830 Lindley Nat. Syst. Bot. 134 Stamens, .inserted round 
the base of the stalk of the calyx, which is sometimes disci- 
form. 1874 Cooke Fungi 167 The one is a cylinder as long 
as it is broad, the other is disciform. 1875 Blake Zool. 200 
The Torpedoes have the body covered with naked unarmed 
skin, disciform, and rounded. 

Discigerous (disi-d^erss), a. Bot. [f. as prec. 
+ -gerous.] Bearing a disk or disks. 

1872 Nicholson Palseont. 489 Porous, discigerous, or 
pseudo-scalariform tissue. 1877 Le Conte Elem. Geol. v. 
347 Known to be conifers by the exogenous structure of the 
trunk, together with the discigerous tissue of the wood. 

Disci‘nct, Ct. rare. [ad. L. dischictus* pa. 
pple. of discingere to ungird.] Ungirt {lit. & flgi). 

1647 Trapp. Comm. Luke xii. 35 A loose, discinct, and dif- 
fluent mind is unfit to serve God. 1656 Blount Glossogr.* 
Discinct* ungirded, dissolute, negligent. 1846 Landor Wks. 
(x86B) I. 85/2 In the country I walk and wander about 
.discinct. 

So f Bisci*ncture, ungirding (obs,). 
x6ro Guillim Heraldry (1660) 11. vi. 67 The depriving of 
: the Belt, .tearmed, the discincture or ungirding. 

t Discimd, V. Obs. [ad. L. discind-ere to tear 
or cleave asunder, divide, f. di- D1* 1 + scindire to 
tear, rend.] treats. * To tear asunder, cleave, sever, 
divide, separate. 


2640 Reynolds Passions xxxii. 393 Neither can any Seed 
be discinded or issue out from the soule. 1650 Howell Lett. 
11. Introd. Poem 2, Credentiall letters, .golden Links that do 
enchain Whole Nations, though discinded by the Main. 
a 1691 Boyle (J.), Concretions so soft, that we could easily 
discind them betwixt our fingers. 

Diseipher, obs. form of Decipher v . 

Disciple (disarp’l), sb. Forms: x-4discipnl, 

2 -3 diciple, 3-4 deciple, -cipil, -cyple, desciple, 
-pil, 4 desiple, disiple, dissiple, -pil, 4-6 dis- 
cipil(I, 5 dycyple, dysciple, -cyple, -cypull, 
dyssyple, -sypull, 6 discyple, 3- disciple. [In 
OE. discipid* ad. L. discipul-us learner, pupil, 
f. discere to learn. In early ME. di-, deciple , a. 
OB', deciple* semi-popular ad. L. discipul-us. Both 
in OF. and ME., deciple was gradually conformed 
to the L. spelling as disciple ; ME. had occasional 
variants in -il* -yl* -uL] 

1 . One who follows or attends upon another for the 
purpose of learning from him ; a pupil or scholar. 

It has not been at any period in English the ordinary term 
for scholar or pupil* as discipidus was in Latin ; but has 
come into use through the New Testament versions, being 
applied chiefly to the Twelve Disciples of Jesus Christ, and 
used in similar Scriptural applications c>r later extensions of 
them. Hence the sense-development in Eng. is not that of 
Latin, where the order of sub-senses was d, c, a, b. 

a. One of the personal followers of Jesus Christ 
during his life ; esp. one of the Twelve. 

Rare in OE. the word in Ags. Gospels being leorning- 
cniht * in Lindisf Gl. usually ifeign. _ 

£-950 Lindisf. Gosp. Matt, xxvii. 57 Stimm monn . . oe dis- 
cipul wms Saes hselendes. <?i2oo Trin. Coll. Horn, xox Ure 
louerd stod among his diciples. a 1225 A ncr. R. 106 He 
biheold hu his deore deciples fluen alle vrom him. C1380T7V 
Ferwnb. 5733 Suh/e sente )>e holy gost I'o ys decyples he 
louede most. 1382 Wyclif John xix. 38 loseph of Armathi 
.. was a disciple of Ihesu, forsothe priuey, for the drede of 
lewis. 1538 Starkey England 1. ii. 40 Al Chrystys dys- 
cypullys and apostyllys were sympul and pore. x6xx Bible 
Luke x. {heading), Christ sendeth out, at once, seuenty dis- 
ciples to worke miracles. 1667 Milton P. L. xii. 438 His 
Disciples, Men who in his Life Still follow’d him. ^ 1850 
Robertson Serm. 1. xvi. 242 One disciple who had dipped 
in the same dish , . deceived and betrayed him. 

b. Alsoapplied intheN.T.to the early Christians 
generally; hence, in religious use, absol. a professed 
follower of Christ, a Christian or believer. (Hence 
sense 3.) 

c 1380 Wyclif De Dot. Feel. ii. Sel. Wks. IIL 433 Crist seij? 
pat noo man may be his discipul but 31/ he renunce alle 
siche }ringis. X388 — A cts xi. 26 The disciplis weren namyd 
first at Antioche cristen men. 1526-34 Tindalf. Acts xx. 7 
The disciples came to geder for to breake breed. _ 1607 
Hieron Wks. I. 384 If a true disciple, a true Christian ; if 
but a formall disciple, surely but a hollow Christian. _ 1853 
Robertson Serm. 11. xix. 244 To the true disciple a miracle 
only manifests the Power and Love which are silently at 
work everywhere. 1890 J. Hunter Devot. Services , Dedic, 
Serv.* You are gathered here . . to take upon yourselves the 
obligations of Christ’s disciples. 

c. A personal follower or pupil of any religions 
or (in more recent use) other teacher or master. 
(This passes almost imperceptibly into sense 2.) 

(Rare in OE. : see a.) 

eg 00 Breda's Hist, v. ix. (1891) 410 An Sara bro 5 ra, se vraes 
iu on Breotene Bosles discipul and J? e S n * a I 3 ?° Cursor M, 
2x199 (Cott.) Lucas was .. disciple o paule ai foluand fer. 
1382 Wyclif Isa. vixi. 16 Marke the lawe in my disciples. 
— Matt. xxii. x6 Thanne Pharisees ., senden to hym her 
disciples, with Erodyanys. ---Luke vii. 19 And John clepide 
togidere tweyne of his disciples, and sente to Ihesu. 1393 
Gower Conf. III. 374 (MS. Hark 3490) And grete well 
Chaucer, whan ye mete, As my disciple and my poete. 1756 
Nugent Gr. Tour France IV. 90 The deling, .is painted in 
fresco, by Francesco Romanelh, a disciple of Peter of Cor- 
tona. 1838 Thirlwall Greece II. 137 His fellow-citizen, 
friend, ana disciple, the courageous and unfortunate Zeno. 

d. generally. A scholar or pupil. (Now arch.* 
rhet.* affected* or jocular* or with conscious refer- 
ence to c.) 

1489 Caxton FaytesofA. 1. x. 29 Al thinges seme dyfficyle 
to the dysciple or scoler. 1563-7 Buchanan Reform. St. 
Andros Wks. (1892) xx Nor 3k sal it be leful to the said 
pedagogis tod ing thair disciples. 1758 J ortin Life Erasmus 
I. 321 Lord Mountjoy, who was formerly my disciple, gives 
me a yearly pension of an hundred crowns. Mod. I am 
afraid you may not find him a very apt disciple. 

2 . One who follows, or is influenced by, the doc- 
trine or example of another; one who belongs to 
the * school * of any leader of thought. [An exten- 
sion of 1 c, or jig. from 1 a.] 

<2x300 Cursor A l. x6636.(Cott.) J>ai spitted on his luueli 
face, baa disciplis of hell. 1375 Barbour Bruce iv. 18 Adis- 
cipill of Judas, Maknab, a fals tratour. 1594 Hooker Eccl. 
Pol. iv. vii. (16x1) 139 To become disciples vnto the most 
hateful! sort that Hue. 1613 Shaks. Hen. Fill , v. iii. 112 
This man, whose honesty the Diuell And his Disciples onely 
enuy^ at. 17x1 Addison Sped. N o. 163 T 4 , 1 am one of your 
Disciples, and endeavour to live up to your Rules. 1849 
James Woodman xxx, All who are disciples of St. Hubert, 
prepare your horses. 1868 G. Duff Pol. Surv. 75 M. Pierre 
Lafitte and his English disciples, 1893 Chr. World 16 Nov. 
885/3 An advanced Theist, of the school of the late Professor 
: Green, of whom he was a pupil and is a disciple. 

3 . pi. The name of a denomination of Christians, 
a branch of the Baptists, which originated in the 
early part of the 19th c. and is chiefly found in the 

; United States; called, also Campbellites. [A 
> specific application of 1 b.] 
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1858-60 Gardner Faiths World I. 718/1 The principles of 
the Disciples have found their way into England and Wales 
..and the census of 1851 contains a return of three congre- 
gations or churches calling themselves by the name of the 
Disciples of Christ. 1867 Even. Standard 19 Nov., A new 
sect is attracting some attention in this city. Its members 
give themselves the name of * the Disciples . They profess 
a religion most primitive and simple. 1881 W. M. Thayer 
Log-Cab. to White Ho. ii, Abram Garfield .. united with a 
comparatively new sect, called Disciples, though Campbell- 
ites was a name by which they were sometimes known. 

4 . Comb. 

1641 Milton Reform. 11, Wks. (1847) 17 Honoured as a 
father and physician to the soul, with a sonlike and disciple- 
like reverence.. 1823. Bentham Not Paul 392 Apparatus 
employed by him in his trade of disciple-catcher. 

JDisci ple, v. Now rare or arch, f f. prec. sb. : 

in sense 3 in earlier use in the form Disple ; cf. 
disciple , as stressed by Spenser.] 
fl. trans. To teach, train, educate. Ohs. 

1596 Spenser F. Q.iv. Introd.i, Fraile youth is oft to follie 
led . . That better were in vertues discipled. 1601 Shaks. 
Alls Well 1. ii. 28 He did looke farre Into the seruice of the 
time, and was Discipled of the brauest. 2662 Hickeringill 
Wks. (1716) I. 303 Every hypocrite can afford to disciple 
himself thereunto. 1681 W. Nicholson Exp. Cateck. 183 
To disciple, or enter into a School to be taught. 

2 . To make a disciple of; to convert to the doc- 
trine of another. Now rare or arch . 

1647 Saltmarsh Sparhl. Glory (1847) 26, I Disciple those 
Nations, and Baptize them with the Holy Ghost in your 
ministration. 1631 Baxter Inf Bapt. 29 When the parents 
are by teaching made Disciples, the Children are thereby 
Discipled also, a 1711 Ken Hymns Evang. Poet.Wks. 172E 
L179G0 out with Zeal, Disciple all Mankind. 1862 Neale 
Hymns East. Ch. 36 That every race beneath the skies They 
should disciple and baptize. 

+ 3 , To subject to discipline; to chastise, cor- 
rect, punish. Obs. 

1492, 1363, etc. [see Disple]. 1607 Walkington Opt. Glass 
3 Let us so disciple our selves that each one may throughly 
know himselfe. 1622 Drayton Poly-olb. xxiv. (1748) 356 
Alban, .who, strongly discipled In Christian patience, learnt 
his tortures to appease. 1651 N. Bacon Disc. Govt. Eng. 
lxix, 289 He was discipled with rods three times. 

Hence Biserpling- vbl. sb. and ppl. a. 
ax6i7 Hieron Wks. II. 482, I must marshall Christs Dis- 
ciples into two ranks: the first I may call for this once 
discipling Disciples ; that is, such as haue a calling to call 
others vnto Christ ; plainely, Ministers, a 1638 Mede Disc. 
Rev. iii. 19 Wks. (1672) 1. 296 Such a correction as ., we 
use to call a discipling, a punishment of discipline. 1697 
Collier Ess. Mar. SubJ. 1. ( 1709) 161 None but Mr. Hobs, and 
some few of his piscipling. 1713 Beveridge Priv. Th. r. 
(i73°) 65 Discipling, or bringing the Nations over to the 
Profession of the Christian Religion. 1812 Southey Om- 
niana I. 2 Such penances, such fasting, such discipling. 

+ Discrplehood. Obs. [f. Disciple sb. + 
-hood. OK had discipulhdd.] The condition or 
state of a disciple ; — next. 

[0 900 Bxda's Hist. iv. xxviii. [xxvii]. (1891) 362 Bisses 
discipulhada ^ Cu 5 byrht waes eadmodlice under]?eoded.] 
a 1400 Gloss, in Rel. A nt. I. 6 Discipulatus , a discipylhod. 

0 1449 Pecock Repr. 295 Euydence that Crist here clepid 
this ^ong man into Apostilhode or vnto Disciplehode. 1697 
State of Philadelph. Soc. 7 Great and glorious Ends, worthy 
of a true Disciplehood of Jesus Christ. 

Discrpleship. [f. Disciple sb. + -ship.] 4 The 
state or function of a disciple, or follower of a 
master* (J.). 

. 1549 Latimer 6 th Serm. Edw. VI, (Arb.) 177 [He] dyd 
it not onely to allure them to hys discipleshippe, but also 
for our commoditye. 1607 Hieron Wks. I. 384 Such as is 
a mans disciple-ship, such is his Christianity. 1710 Norris 
Chr. Prud. viii. 355 Wisdom . . invites us to come into her 
Discipleship. 183a Carlyle in Erased s Mag. V. 383 The 
old reverent feeling of Discipleship .. had passed' utterly 
away. 1889 Swinburne Study B. Jenson 98 No Lydgate 
or Lytton was ever more obsequious in his discipleship. 

t Discrpless. Obs . [f. Disciple sb. + -ess.] 
A female disciple. 

2382 Wyclif Acts ix. 36 In loppe was sum disciplisse, bi 
name Tabyta. c 1410 Love Bonavent. Mirr. xliv. (Gibbs 
MS. 95) Mawdeleyne }>e trewe louede dyscyplesse. 1348 
Udall, etc. Erasm, Par. Luke viii. 88 b, Joanna y° wife of 
Chusa . . became a disciplesse vnto Christ. 2622 Speed 
Hist. Gt. Brit. yii. xxxi. (1632) 376 She was afterwards recom- 
mended to a Disciplesse of the said Lady, 

Disciplinable (drsiplinabl), a. [ad. L. dis- 
cipltndbil-is to be learnt by teaching, f. discipli - 
nare to instruct : see Discipline v. and -ble. Cf. 
Id. disciplinable ) 15th c. in Hatz.-Darm.] 

1 . Amenable to discipline or teaching ; capable 
of being instructed ; docile. 

■134* Udall Erasm. Apoph. 196b, Of Elephantes, how disci- 
plinable and of how greate prudence, docilitee and . . capacitee 
and aptitude ihei are. 1559 Abp. Parker Corr. 63 If ye 
see ought in my quire worth reformation ye know I am 
disciplinable, 1639 Marcombes In Lismore Papers Ser. 11. 
(1888) IV. xoi Your hopefull sons .. are very noble, vertuous, 
discret and disciplinable. 1840 Mill Diss. $ Disc. (1859) 
II. 146 Instead of the most disciplinable one of the most 
intractable races among mankind. 1889 Temple Bar Mag. 
Nov. 406 Lads. . who were disciplinable to take a special line. 
+ 2. of or pertaining to instruction ; disciplinary. 
1644 Digby Nat. Bodies 11. ix. (1645) 84 Those Philo- 
sophers, who in a disciplinable way search into nature. 
1677 Hale Prim. Orig. Man. 31 1 Animals, .are advanceable 
by Industry and disciplinable Acts to a great perfection, 

o. Subject or liable to discipline or correction. 

■ 1870 Anderson Missions Amer. Bd. II. xix. 155 [They] 
had maintained their standing as Christians, and avoided 
all disciplinable offences. 


Hence Bisciplinableuess, the quality of being 
amenable to discipline ; docility. 

1677 Hale Prim. Orig. Man. 1. i. 16 We find in Animals 
. . something of Sagacity, Providence, Disciplinableness. 

Disciplina! (drsiplinal, disiplornal), a. [ad. 
med.L. disciplindl-is (Du Cange), f. disciplina 
Discipline : see -al.] 

1 1 . — Disciplinable i. Obs. 

a 1628 Preston New Covt. (1634) 144 Those two [seeing 
and hearing] are the only disciplinal senses we have. 

2 . Of, belonging to, or oi the nature of discipline. 
1833 E. J. Shepherd 3 rd Let. to Dr. Maitland 9 By 
strong expositions of disciplinal views.. 2833 Brimley Ess. 
16 ( Tennyson ) Pain that serves no disciplinal aim. 1863 
M. .Pattison Serm. (1885) 88 The . . struggle of the dis- 
ciplinal system of education against the doctrinal. 2881 
Fitch Led. Teachmg iv. 107 One of the hardest of the 
disciplinal problems of a boarding-school is the regulation 
of the employments of Sunday. Ibid. ix. 256 All study of 
language is in itself disciplinal. 

Di'SCiplinant. [a. Sp. disciplinantes (pi.), or 
It. disciplinanti { pi.) ‘a religious order of such as 
will scourge themselues’ (Florio 1598), sbst. use 
of pr. pple. of med.L. disciplinare to chastise, cor- 
rect, beat with rods (Du Cange).] 

One who subjects himself to a course of discipline ; 
spec, a member of a religious order in Spain, who 
publicly scourged themselves by way of discipline. 

1620 Shelton Quid. iv. xxv. II. 277 Presently he *spy(d, 
descending from a certain Height, several Men apparelPd in 
white, like Disciplinants. 1718 Motteux Quix.(i7ss) II. 297 
The Disciplinants lifting up their Hoods and grasping fast 
their Whips, as the Priests did their Tapers. 1766 Smollett 
Trav. 242 The very disciplinants, who scourge themselves 
in the Holy-Week, are generally peasants or parties hired 
for the purpose. 1881 Duffield Don Quix. Ill. lxxi. 699, 

I have no mind to catch cold, which is the danger run by 
all new disciplinants. 

Disciplinarian (dbsiplineaTian), a. and sb. 
[f. as Disciplinary + -an.] 

A . adj. I. Ch. Hist. Of or pertaining to the 
Disciplinarians (see B. 1) ; Presbyterian. 

2593 Abp. Bancroft Surv . Discipline iii. 56 Those Disci- 
plinarian practises. Ibid. xix. 215 The Papistes . . and our 
disciplinarian men, 1398 Co/ispir. Pretended Ref 98 Doe 
not many of the Disciplinarian veine despise and condemne 
all helpes of good Artes?. 1654 H. L'Estrange Chas . / 
(1655) 157 The hole Parliament ^(whereof some members 
began now to incline to the Disciplinarian Sect). 1889 A. H. 
Drysdale Hist. Presbyter. Eng. 11. iv. 223 The Disci- 
plinarian or Presbyterian party was extinct. 

2 . Of or pertaining to discipline ; disciplinary. 
1640 Sir E. Dering Sp. on Relig. 18 Dec. vi. 22 The other 
three are disciplinarian in the present way of Novellisme. 
1678 Owen Mind of God viii. 215 The Second sort of means 
I call Disciplinarian. 1751 Johnson Rambler No. 141 p 5 
My tutor . . after a few months began to relax the muscles 
of disciplinarian moroseness. 1876 Mozley Univ. Serm. 
Iv. 89 The self-made trial is a poor disciplinarian weapon. 

B. sb. 

1 . Ch. Hist. A name applied to the Puritans of 
the Elizabethan age, who aimed at establishing the 
Genevan or Presbyterian ecclesiastical polity or 
* discipline * in England : see Discipline 6 b. 

2383-7 T. Rogers 39 Art. (1607) 331 The erroneous and 
evil minds . . Of the late schismatics, namely . . The Dis- 
ciplinarians or Puritans among ourselves. 1639 Sanderson 
Serm. II. 33 All sectaries pretend to scripture ; papists, 
anabaptists, disciplinarians. 2673 R. Leigh Tramp. Reh. 
98 Bishop Bramhall speaking of the Scotch Disciplinarians. 
1886 J. H. Blunt Diet. Sects 125 At one time the Disci- 
plinarians had so much expectation of carrying out their 
plans as openly to express their conviction that Parker 
would be the last archbishop of Canterbury. 

2 . One who enforces discipline (in an army, 
school, family, etc.). 

1639 Fuller Holy War iv. xii. (1647) 189 He, being a strict 
Disciplinarian, would punish their vitious manners. 2703 
Hearne Colled. 7 Dec., He was like to prove a good Dis- 
ciplinarian. 274a Fielding J. Andrews in. v, Because one 
man scourges twenty or thirty boys more in a morning than 
another, is he therefore a better disciplinarian ? 2833 

Alison Hist. Europe (1854) IV. xxii. 20 A severe .. disci- 
plinarian ..he yet secured the affections of .. his .. men. 
2882 B. M. Croker Proper Pride I. ii. 28 A strict disci- 
plinarian, and a most excellent teacher. 

3 . An upholder or advocate of strict discipline. 
2746 Wesley Princ. Methodist 32 Nor did the strictest 

Disciplinarian scruple suffering me to exercise those Powers 
wherever I came. 2839 Mill Liberty i. 29 A despotism of 
societyover the individual, surpassing anything contem- 
plated in the political /deal of the most rigid disciplinarian 
among the ancient philosophers. 

Hence Discipliua*rianism, tbe principles and 
practice of a disciplinarian. 

1872 Svd. Mostyn Perplexity II. iii. 56 The house was 
full of the suggestions of disciplinarianism. 

Drsciplinarily, adv. rare. [f. next 4* -LY 2 .] 
In the way of discipline. 

1706 A. Shields Inquiry Ch. Communion [1747) 26 No 
church would censure disciplinarily all guilty of epidemick 
backslidings. 

Disciplinary (drsiplinari), a. {sb.). [ad. med. 
L. disciplinary us, f. disciplina Discipline : see 
-ARY 1 . Cf. It. disciplinary (1598 Florio) and F. 
disciplinare (1611 Cotgr.).] 

1 . Relating to ecclesiastical discipline, f b. spec. 
in 16-171I1 c. = Disciplinarian a. 1. 

1593 Abp. Bancroft Surv. Discipline xviii. 198 Of the 


disagreement about the new disciplinary Deacons. Ibid. 
xix. 226 Amongest the Disciplinary brotherhoode. 2640 
R. Baillib Canterb. Self-Convict. 89 This to him . . is 
doctrinall Puritanisme, much worse than disciplinary. 2642 
T. Edwards Reasons agst. Independ. Ep. Ded. 2 The 
chiefe question is about the .. discipline of the Church, and 
our Controversy may fitly be tearmed the Disciplinary 
Controversy. 1702 C. Mather Magn. Chr. 1. v. (1853) I. 
76 A few disciplinary points which are confessed indifferent 
by the greatest zealots for them. 1719 J. T. Philipps tr. 
34 Confer. 349 There is no disciplinary Institution observed 
among these Christians. 

2 . Of, pertaining to, or of the nature of discipline ; 
promoting discipline or orderly observance of rules. 

2398 Florio, Disciptinario , disciplinarie, pertaining to 
discipline or correction. ax6x 2 Donne Biaflawwnv (1644) 
27 A man which undertook an austere and disciplinary 
taming of his body by fasts or corrections. 1825 Coleridge 
Aids Ref. (1848) I.303 That watchful and disciplinary, love 
and loving-kindness, which . . Christ himself had_ enjoined. 
2865 Sat. Rev. 2 Sept. 298/2 ^ The internal disciplinary 
regulations of the celebrated seminary of Bonn savour a little 
of barbarism. 1866 Law Times' Rep. LIU. 665/1 All these 
restrictions are merely disciplinary, and do not affect the 
tenancy. 

b. Of a person : Given to enforcing discipline. 

a 1601 Bacon Lett, to Earl of Essex (T.), It may make 
you in your commandments rather to be gracious than 
disciplinary. 

3 . Pertaining to tbe acquirement of learning or 
mental training. 

2644 Milton Educ. Wks. 2738 I. 139 The Studies wherin 
our noble and our gentle Youth ought to bestow their time 
in a disciplinary way from twelve to one and twenty. 1864 
Bowen Logic ii. 39 Encumbered it with a mass of disci- 

5 )linary precepts. 2869 J. Martineau Ess. II. 27 An exeel- 
ent disciplinary instrument for the formation of character. 

+ 4 . Acquired by learning. Obs. rare. 

2647 Trapp Comm . Phil. iii. 10 A natural! man may have 
a disciplinary knowledge of Christ, that is, by hear-say, as 
a blinde man hath of colours, not an intuitive. 2638 Baxter 
Saving Faith vi. 36 Temporary Believers may have more 
then this meer Disciplinary knowledge. Ibid. 37 He saith 
that one sort of knowledge is Disciplinary . .and the other is 
Intuitive. 

fB. sb. *= Disciplinarian sb. 1. Obs. rare. 
2585-7 Rogers 39 Art. (1607) 271 Such adversaries in our 
time be the . . Disciplinaries (.usually termed Puritans). 

t Di/sciplinate, V* Obs. [f. L. discipline - 
ppl. stem of disciplinare to Discipline.] trans. 
To subject to instruction or discipline ; to discipline. 
Hence Drseiplmated ppl. a., -ating vbl. sb. 

a 2586 Sidney Wanstead Play Arcadia, etc. (1613) 572 
A Pedagogue, one not a little versed in the disciplinating of 
the iuuentall frie. a 2624 Bp, M % Smith Serm. (.2632) 125 She 
is faine to teach them, and disciplinate them. 1633 Ames 
Agst. Cerem. 11. 203 As if those of our disciplinating were 
so conceyted. 1647 Ward Simple Cob. 43, I have . . seen 
. . such Epidemicall and lethal! formality in other dis- 
ciplinated Churches. 

t Bisciplina*tion. Obs. rare- 1 , [ad. med. 
L. disciplinal ion-em, n. of action from disciplinare : 
see prec.] Subjection to discipline, 

1673 F. Kirkman Unlucky Citizen 280 These were they 
that had passed under his Disciplination. 

Di*scipiina:tive, a. rare. [f. L. ppl. stem 
disciplinat- : see - ative.] = next. 

1792 T. Taylor Comm. Proclus I. 82 Disciplinative science. 
2853 Smedley Occult Sciences 8 The good they contain is 
not disciplinative but mystic. 

Disciplinatory (di'siplinjhtori, -plornatari), a. 
[ad. med. L. disciplinatori-us (Du Cange) : see 
prec. and -ory.] Tending to promote discipline. 

1851 I. Taylor Wesley (1852) 255 His abhorrence of 
laxities . . led him to adopt a complicated disciplinatory 
system. 2853 Lynch Self-Improv. iii. 62 There are . . Ele- 
mentary and pisciplinatory books. 1865 Spectator 28 Jan. 
102/2 Education is not merely disciplinatory nor useful, but 
should combine both objects. 

Discipline (di-siplin), sb. Also 4 dici-, 4-6 
disci-, discy-, 4-7 dissi-, dyssy-, dyssi-, 5 
dysey-, -pline, -plyne. [a. F, discipline (OF. 
also dece-, dese-, desce nth c. in Hatz.-Darm.), 
ad. L. disciplina instruction of disciples, tuition, 
for discipulina, f, discipulus pupil, Disciple. 

Etymologically, discipline, as pertaining to the disciple 
or scholar, is antithetical to doctrine , the property of the 
doctor or teacher; hence, in the history of the words, doc- 
trine is more concerned with abstract theory, and discipline 
with practice or exercise.] 

1 1 . Instruction imparted to disciples or scholars ; 
teaching; learning; education, schooling. Obs. 

2382 Wyclif Prov. Iii 4 Thou shalt finde grace, and good 
discipline [1388 teching] befor God and men. ^2520 Bar- 
clay Mirr. Gd. Manners (1570) F vj, If thou haue in greke 
had all thy discipline, To dispute in latin what needeth 
thee to seeke. 2548 Hall Chr on., Edrv.^ IV, 223 b, He 
firste holpe his awne young scholers, to attein to discipline, 
and for them he founded a solempne schoole at Eton. 2606 
Shaks. ' Tr. Cr. 11. iii. 31 Heauen blesse thee from a 
Tutor, and Discipline come not neere thee ! 2625 Stow's 
Annals (1631) 307/2 Apt to all offices of worthinesse, if in 
his child-hood hee had not wanted, discipline. 

b. A particular course of instruction to dis- 
ciples. 

Discipline of the Secret (a translation of modem L. disci- 
plina arcanl , used by Tentzel and Schelstrate 1683-5) : a 
term of post- Reformation controversy, applied to modes of 
procedure held to have been observed in the early Church 
m gradually teaching the mysteries of the Christian faith to 
neophytes, and in concealing them from the uninitiated. 
2620-55 I. Jones Stone- H eng (1725' 9 They communicated 
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nothing, but to those of their own Society, talcing special 
Order, - their Discipline might not be divulged. 1833 Rock 
Hierurgia n. 1 § 3 note. The Discipline of the Secret. 1885 
Catholic Diet , 266 Discipline of the Secret . . a convenient 
name for the custom which prevailed in the early Church 
of concealing from heathen and catechumens the more 
sacred and mysterious doctrines and rites of. .religion. 

2. A branch of instruction or education; a de- 
partment of learning or knowledge; a science or 
art in its educational aspect, arch. 

c 1386 Chaucer Can. Yeom. Pro/. T. 700 Assaye in 
myn absence This diseiplyne and this crafty science. 1500- 
ao Dunbar Poems lxv. 4 To speik of science, craft, or 
sapience. .Off euerie study, lair, or discipline. 1549 Cover- 
dale, etc. Erasm. Par. Eph. II. 2 Being singularely 
learned in humayne disciplines, ye haue excelled other 
sortes of men euer vnto this day. 1597 Morley Inirotl. 
Miis. 184 Yet tearmeth he musick a perfect knowledge of 
al sciences and disciplines. 2654 Z. Coke Logick {1657V 2 
Objective disciplines be , . principally four. 1 Theologie. 

2 Jurisprudence. 3 Medicine. 4 Philosophy. 1685 Boyle 
Enq. Notion Nat. 375 Acquainted with Physico- Mathe- 
matical Disciplines, such as Opticks, Astronomy, Hydro- 
staticks, and Mechanicks. 1741 Middleton Cicero I. vi. 
454 Skill’d in all the Tuscan discipline of interpreting 
portentous events. 1844 Emerson Led. New Eng. Ref. 
Wks. (Bohn) I. 266 The culture of the mind in those dis- 
ciplines to which we give the name of education.^ 1864 
Burton Scot Abr. 1 1 . i. 48 Professors of arts and disciplines 
at Paris. 1878 Bell Gegenbaur’s Comp. Anat. 1 The de- 
partment of Science which has organic nature for its in- 
vestigations, breaks up into two great divisions, Botany 
and Zoology . . The two disciplines together form the 
science of living nature. 

3. Instruction having for its aim to form the 
pupil to proper conduct and action ; the training 
of scholars or subordinates to proper and orderly 
action by instructing and exercising them in the 
same ; mental and moral training ; also used fig. 
of the training effect of experience, adversity, etc. 

1434 Misyn Mending of Life 112 Qwhat is diseiplyne bot 
settyng of maners or correctynge ? . . be diseiplyne we ar 
taght rightwysnes, & of ill correctyd. 1607 Bacon Ess., 
Marriage <$* Single L. (Arb.) 268 Certainely wife and 
children are a kind of discipline of humanity. 1697 Dryden 
Virg. Georg, in. 323 The pamper’d Colt will Discipline 
disdain. 1713 Steele Englishman No. 7. 46 Clowns under 
the Discipline of the Dancing-Master. 1736 Butler Anal. 
1. v. Wks. 1874 I. 85 The present life was intended to be 
a state of discipline for a future one. 1741 Middleton 
Cicero I. vi. 461 Caelius, .was a young Gentleman, .trained 
under the discipline of Cicero himself. 1849 Macaulay 
Hist. Eng. II. 240 A mind on which all the discipline of 
experience and adversity had been exhausted in vain. 1857 
Ruskin Pol. Econ. Art i. (1868) 23 The notion of Discipline 
and Interference lies at the root of all human progress or 
power. 1862 Sir B. Brodie Psychol. Inq . II. v. 177 No part 
of early education is more important than the discipline of 
the imagination. ^ 189a Westcott Gospel of Life 270 Every 
sorrow and pain is an element of discipline. 

b. spec. Training in the practice of arms and 
military evolutions ; drill. Formerly, more widely: 
Training or skill in military affairs generally ; 
military skill and experience ; the art of war. (Cf. 
sense 2 .) 

1489 Caxton Faytes of A. 1. i. 3 Rules, techyngs and 
dyscyplyne of armes. 1555 Eden Decades 2t A man not 
ignorant in the diseiplyne of warre. 1602 Warner Alb. 
Eng. ix. xlvi. (1612) 216 Martialists in Discipline and order- 
ing their war. 1659 B. Harris PanvaVs Iron Age 41 
School of war . . where all the Martiall Spirits resorted, to 
learn Discipline, and to put it in practice. 1775 R. H. Lee 
in Sparks Corr. Amer. Rev. {1853) I. 52 Without discipline 
armies are fit only for the contempt and slaughter of their 
enemies. 1776 Gibbon Decl. $ F. I. 297 It was the rigid 
attention of Aurelian, even to the minutest articles of dis- 
cipline, which bestowed such uninterrupted success on his 
arms. 

f c. A course of training. Obs. 

1577 B. Googe Heresbach's Hnsb. in. (1586) 153 The 
knowledge of keeping cattell hath a discipline, wherein 
a man must from his very Childhood be brought up. 1664 
Evelyn Kal. Hort . (1729) 188 By such an Oeconomy and 
Discipline, as our Industrious Gardiner may himself be 
continualy improving. _ 1683 Brit. Spec . 40 To those . . who 
. .underwent the Severities of a long and tedious Discipline. 

4. The orderly conduct and action which result 
from training ; a trained condition. 

1509 Fisher Fun. Serm. C'tess. Richmond Wks. (1876) 290 
The comparison of them two may be made . . In nobleness 
of Persone, in discyplyne of theyr bodyes. 1551 T. Wilson 
Logike (1580) 15 b, The polliticall lawe doeth cause an out- 
ward discipline to be observed, even of the wicked. 1611 
Bible Transl. Pref. x Seeking to reduce their Countrey- 
men to good order and discipline. 1728 N ewton Chronol. 
Amended iv. 312 He .. reduced the irregular and undis- 
ciplined forces of the Medesinto discipline and order. 
1781 Gibbon Decl. <$• F. III. liii. 287 The discipline of a 
soldier is formed by exercise rather than by study. 1827 
Pollok Course T. iv, Sound-headed men, Of proper dis- 
cipline and excellent mind. 

5. The order maintained and observed among 
pupils, or other persons under control or com- 
mand, such as soldiers, sailors, the inmates of a 
religious house, a prison, etc. 

[c 1450 tr. De I mitatione 1. xxv, Fervent & devoute bref>ren 
& wel manered & under discipline.] 1667 Pepys Diary 1 Apr. 
(Wheatley, 1895, VI. 249) [Sir] W. Coventry is wholly resolved 
to bring him to punishment ; for, ‘bear with this says he, 
1 and no discipline shall ever be expected.' 1697 Dryden 
Virg. Georg, n. 509 Let crooked Steel invade The lawless 
Troops, which discipline disclaim. 1813 Wellington inGurw. 
Deep. X. 539 The fact is, that, if discipline means obedience 
to orders, as well as military instruction, we have but little 
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of it in the army. 1827-38 Hare Guesses Ser. 11. (1873) 
494 Discipline .. should exercise its influence without 
appearing to do so. 1836 Marryat Mulsh. Easy xm. If 
I do not punish him, I allow a flagrant and open violation 
of discipline to pass uncensured. 2849 Macaulay Hist. 
Eng. I. 424 The discipline of workshops, of schools, of 
private families . .was infinitely harsher. 1889 Times 9 Mar. 
16/1, I recently heard a learned limb of the law . . confound 
prison punishment with prison discipline, forgetting that 
the former is merely a means of enforcing theriatter. 

b. A system or method for the maintenance of 
order ; a system of rules for conduct. 

1659 B. Harris Parivafs Iron Age 40 The Mutiners 
governed themselves in form of a Republick, observing 
a most exact discipline. 1726 Shelvocke Voy. round IV or Id 
(1757) 227 Having regulated themselves according to the 
discipline of Jamaica. 1861 M. Pattison Ess. (1889' I. 47 
The inmates . . were submitted to an almost monastic dis- 
cipline. 

6, Eccles . The system or method by which order 
is maintained in a church, and control exercised 
over the conduct of its members ; the procedure 
whereby this is carried out ; the exercise ^ of the 
power of censure, admonition, excommunication, 
or other penal measures, by a Christian Church. 

1549 Bk. Comm. Prayer, Comminution , In the primitive 
church there was a godly discipline, that, at the beginning 
of Lent, such persons as were notorious sinners were put to 
open penance. 1561 T. Norton Calvin's hist. (15 7?> iv. 
xii. 2 The first foundation of discipline is, that priuate 
monitions should haue place. 1574 tr. Marlorat's Apocalips 
18 Our meeting vpon that day rather than vpon any other, 
is onely for orders sake, and for a certeine discipline in the 
Churche. 1621 First Book of Discipline J1721) ix. i. 568 
The order of Ecclesiastical Discipline, which stands in re- 
proving and correcting of the Faults which the Civill Sword 
either doth neglect, or may not punish. . 2858-60 Gardner 
Faiths World I. 479/1 The ancient discipline of the church, 
while it excludedoffenders from spiritual privileges, left all 
their natural or civil rights unaffected. 

b. Hence, generally, the system by which the 
practice of a church, as distinguished from its 
doctrine, is regulated, spec., in Eng. Ch. Hist., 
The ecclesiastical polity of the Puritan or Presby- 
terian party (thence styled Disciplinarians) in 
the 16th and 17th c. 

Books of Discipline : the name of two documents, adopted 
in 1561 and 1581 respectively, constituting the original stan- 
dards of the polity and government of the Reformed Church 
of Scotland, and also dealing with schools, universities, and 
other matters. 

1574 [W. Travers (title) Ecclesiastic® Discipline et 
Anglican® Ecclesiae ah ilia aberrationis. .explicati®.] — T. 
Cartwright [transl. of prec.J (title) A full and plain Decla- 
ration of Ecclesiastical Discipline owt of the Word off God, 
and of the declining of the Churche of England from the 
same. 1588 W. Travers (title) A Defence of the ecclesi- 
astical discipline ordayned of God to be used in his Church, 
agaynst a reply of Maister Bridges. 1593 Abp. Bancroft 
(title) A Survay of the Pretended Holy Discipline. Ibid. 
v. 70 (heading) The pretended Antiquitie of the Consistorian 
Discipline. 1594 Hooker Reel. Pol. (1888) I. 126 The 
wonderful zeal and fervour wherewith ye have withstood 
the received order of this Church., to join., for the further- 
ance of that which ye term the Lord’s Discipline. Ibid. 
127 Let it be lawful for me to rip up to the very bottom how 
and by whom your Discipline was planted. Ibid. 138 That 
which Calvin did for establishment of his discipline, seemeth 
more commendable than that which he taught for the 
countenancing of it when established. 1610 B. Jonson 
A Ich. in. i, This heat of his may turn into a zeal, And stand 
up for the beauteous discipline Against the menstruous 
cloth and rag of Rome. 1642 Chas. I, Roy. Protestations 4 
New doctrines and disciplines. 1643 Milton (title) The 
Doctrine and Discipline of Divorce restored . . from the 
Bondage of Canon Law. 2676 W. Hubbard Happiness of 
People 35 Wee in New England that profess the doctrine 
of Calvin, yet practise the discipline of them called Inde- 
pendant, or Congregational Churches. 1792 Burke Let. to 
Sir II. Langrishe Wks. 1842 I. 547 Three religions . . each 
of which has its confession of faith and its settled discipline. 
1874 Green Short Hist. viii. § 5. 509 The Presbyterian 
organization remained untouched in doctrine^ or discipline. 
x 83 s Catholic Did. 265 Usually, discipline in its ecclesi- 
astical sense signifies the laws which bind the subjects of 
the Church in their conduct, as distinct from dogmas or 
articles of faith, which affect their belief. 

cx$66 Knox Hist. Ref. Scot. (1848) II. x8x (anno 1561) 
The Preacheris vehementlie exhorted us to establisqhe The 
Buke of Discipline, by ane Act and publict Law. 1621 
Calderwood Hist. Kirk (1843) II. 50 At the same conven- 
tioun[is 6 i 3 , the Booke ^ of Discipline was subscribed by a 
great part of the nobilitie. Ibid. 51 To establishe a more 
perfyte discipline, which was done twentie y eeres after . . 
as we sail see in the Second Booke of Discipline. 1621 
(title, xst printed ed.) The First and Second Booke of 
Discipline, together with some Acts of the Generali As- 
semblies. i860 J. Lee Hist. Ch. Scot. 1 . 151 The first head 
of the original Book of Discipline treats of Doctrine . . The 
second head relates to Sacraments. .The fourth head related 
to Ministers and their lawful election. 

7 . Correction ; chastisement ; punishment inflicted 
byway of correction and training ; in religious use, 
the mortification of the flesh by penance ; also, in 
more general sense, a beating or other infliction 
(humorously) assumed to be salutary to the re- 
cipient. (In its monastic use, the earliest English 
sense.) 

a 1225 Ancr.R. 138 Auh ancre schal . . temien ful wel hire 
fleschs . . mid heuie swinke, mid herde disciplines. 1340 
Ayenb. 236 Hit be-houe}? J> et uless beate and wesse be dis- 
siplines and be hardnesses. 1382 Wyclif Prov . iii. 11 The 
discipline of the Lord, my sone, ne caste thou awey. 1482 
Monk of Evesham ( Arb.) 22 Alle that were there wyth grete 
contrickm of herte toke discyplynys of roddys. 2509 Fisher 


Fun. Serm. C'tess Richmond Wks. (1876) 293 The blessyd 
Martha is praysed in chastysynge her Body by crysten 
dyscyplyne. 1620 Shelton Quia. iv. xxv. 1 1 . 277 They did 
institute Rogations, Processions, and Disciplines throughout 
all that Country. x 636 J . Sergeant Hist. Monast. Convent. 
34 If any be found unchast, she receives three Disciplines 
or Scourgings. C1790 Wjllock Voy. 36 With a rope’s- 
end . . he continued this discipline till he rendered me in-t 
capable of moving. x 8 xx Sporting Mag , XXXVII. 133 
[She] came in for her share of the discipline which her hus- 
band was undergoing. 1888 Bernard Fr. World to Cloister 
v. 1 13 The corporal austerities which are known as ‘ the 
discipline'. 

b, iransf. Hence applied to the instrument of 
chastisement : A whip or scourge ; esp. one used 
for religious penance. 

1622 Peacham Compl. Gent. 120 By Chastity standeth 
Pennance having driven away with her discipline Winged 
Love. 1630 Wadsworth Pilgr. iii. 20 Approaching his bed 
side with two good disciplines in their hands, the ends of 
some stuck® with vvyery prickes, they did .. raze his skinne. 
1707 J. Stevens Quevedo's font. Wks. (1709) R ij, The 
Whipsters . . laid aside their Disciplines. 1825 Scott Talism , 
iv, On the floor lay a discipline, or penitential scourge. 184$ 
J. H. Newman Loss % Gain in. x. 376 In the cell . . hangs 
an iron discipline or scourge, studded with nails. 

f 8. Treatment for some special purpose, e.g. 
medical regimen. Obs. rare. 

1754 Mrs. E. Montagu in Four C. Eng. Lett. 280 He has 
been under di cipline for his eyes, but his spirits and vivacity 
are not abated. 

9. attrib. as in discipline-master, a master in a. 
school employed not to teach, but to keep order 
among the pupils. 

1892 Pall Mall G. 2 Nov. 6/3 A discipline master, who 
was running with the hounds, plunged in to catch the 
‘hares’. 1895 Daily Neios 3 Apr. 8/3 Deceased was em- 
ployed as discipline master, .at. .the Police Orphanage. 

Brsciplilie, v. [a. F. discipliner ( 12 th c. in 
Hatz.-Darm.) or med.L. distiplmare, f. L. disci- 
plina Discipline j//.] 

1. trans. To subject to discipline ; in earlier use, 
to instruct, educate, train; in later use, more espe- 
cially, to train to habits of order and subordination ; 
to bring under control. 

1382 [see Disciplined below]. 1589 Puttenham Eng, 
Poesie 1. xii. (Arb.) 44 With vs Christians, who be better 
disciplined, and do acknowledge but one God. 1638 Baker 
tr. Balzac's Lett. n. (1654* 97 When some Discipline them- 
selves, others run to debauches of all kindes. 1641 Htnde 
% Bruen Ep. to Rdr,, I would send such to be disciplined 
by Erasmus. 1695 Black more Pr. Arth. 1. 591, I form’d 
and disciplin’d their untaught Plate. X7U Addison Sped. 
No. x6o r 4 Great natural Genius's that were never disci- 
plined and broken by Rules of Art. 1795 Southey Joan 
of Arc ix. 145 Heaven by sorrow disciplines The froward 
heart. 1871 R. W. Dale Ten Commandm. viii. 206 The 
whole organisation of the world is intended to discipline 
our moral nature. x888 Burgon Lives 12 Gd. Men II. x. 
242 He had been disciplined m the school of adversity. 

b. spec. To train in military exercises and prompt 
action in obedience to command ; to drill. 

1598 Barret Theor. Warres 1. i. 7 Warres well conducted 
and disciplined. 1606 Shaks. TV. <$• Cr. 11. iii. 255 He that dis- 
ciplin'd thy armes to fight. 1692 Luttrell Brief Rel. t 1857) 
II. 629 Orders were come from England, .to discipline the 
militia. 1792 A need. W. Pitt I. v. 138 A farmer . . may be 
a good soldier if you take care to have him properly dis- 
ciplined. 1855 Macaulay Hist . Eng. IV. 79 He addressed 
himself vigorously to the task of disciplining these strange 
soldiers. x86x Even. Star 4 Oct., The Western men take 
longer to discipline into soldiers than the citizens of New 
England. 

c. To subject to ecclesiastical discipline; 'to 
execute the laws of the church on offenders, with a 
view to bring them to repentance and reformation 
of life’ (Webster), 

1828 in Webster. [1870 cf. Disciplinable 3 ] 18. . H. W. 
Beecher Plymouth Pulpit Ser. vi. II. 134 (Funk &' Wagn.) 
He whose orthodoxy inspires bitterness should be disciplined, 

2. To inflict penitential discipline upon ; to scourge 
or flog by way of penance or mortification of the 
flesh; hence, by extension, to chastise, thrash, 
punish. 

c 1300 Beket 2384 Of Ech Monek of the hous : he let him 
discipline, With a ^urd. 1482 Monk of Evesham (Arb.) 31 
Y made a signe to hym, to discypline me in lyke wyse ageyne 
as he dyd afore. 1483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 432 b/2 He chas- 
tysed his body by abstynence of mete & drynke & . . dys- 
cyplyned it., with chaynes of yron right ofte wyth his 
owne handes. 1607 Shaks. Cor. 11. i. 139 Ha’s he disciplin’d 
Auffidius soundly ? 1647 N. Bacon Disc. Govt. Eng. i. lxix. 
(1739) 181 First he was disciplin’d with rods three times. 
1740 Gray Let. Poems (1775) 83 Half a dozen wretched 
creatures, .are in a side-chapel disciplining themselves with 
scourges full of iron prickles. 1786 tr. Beckford's Vathek 
(1868) 103 Having well disciplined their asses with nettles 
behind. 1865 T. F. Knox tr. Life of Henry Snso 65 He 
used to.. go into the choir in front of the Blessed Sacra- 
ment and there discipline himself. 

t b. intr. (for refi.) To chastise oneself. Obs. 

a 1300 E. E. P. (1862) 154 Wij? seint benetis scurge lome 
3e discipline^. 

f 3. trans. To deal with or treat of in an orderly 
manner. Obs. rare. 

1658 Evelyn Fr. Gard. (1675) 261 Your fruit, your herbs, 
and your pulses are disciplin'd in the two former treatises. 

Hence Drsciplined ppl. a . ; Disciplining vbl. 
sb. and ppl. a. 

1382 Wyclif fas. iii. 13 Who is wijse, and disciplined 
[1388 tau^t] among 30U ? c 1400 Test. Love(R.) After a good 
disciplining with a yerde, they kepe right well doctrine of 
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their schole. 1641 Milton Ch. Govt. i. (1851) 99 They are 
left to their own disciplining at home. 1645 Evelyn Mem. 
(1857) 1. 191 Amongst other things, they shew St. Catharine's 
disciplining cell. i668 Pepys Diary 20 Dec., How the 
Spaniards are the best disciplined foot in the world. 1669 
Woodhead St, Teresa 11. xxvi. i6t Her penances, and dis- 
ciplinings were numerous. 1781 Gibbon Decl. <$• F. III. 165 
Alaric was a Christian and a soldier, the leader of a dis- 
ciplined army. 1862 H. Spencer First Princ. n. iv. § 53 
(1875) *75 A developed and disciplined intelligence. 
Disciplines [1 Discipline sb. or v. + -er i .] 
One who disciplines or subjects to discipline ; an 
adherent of a system of discipline. 

1611 Speed Hist Gt . Brit. ix. xv. (1632'' 784 The King 
incensed against these discontented disciplines. 1644 
Milton Areop. (Arb.) 42 Had an Angel bin his discipliner. 
1656 Duchess of Newcastle Life (1886) 280 Two of my 
three brothers were excellent soldiers, and martial disci- 
plines. 1731 Mrs. Pendarves in Mrs. Delan/s Life $ 
Carr. 3x2 The gout or rheumatism you have never pro- 
voked— it would be hard indeed if you should suffer by those 
severe disciplines. 1895 igtk Cent. Aug. 251 Any monk 
lying abed later than four without excuse was sent to the 
discipliner for birching. 

Discipline, vbl. sb. and ppl a. : see Disciple v. 

+ DrscipHnize, v. Obs. rare. [f. Discipline 
sb. + -ize.J trans. To bring under discipline ; spec, 
under the Presbyterian ecclesiastical discipline. 

1659 G auden Tears of Ch. 609 These were to do the 
Journey-work of Presbytery, .undertaking to Directorize, 
to Unliturgize, to Catechize, and to Disciplinize their 
Brethren. 

t Diseipliza*tion. * Discipling : see Disciple v. 
1637-83 Evelyn Hist. Retig. (1850) II. 55 The unprofit- 
ableness and weakness of the former disciplization. 

Discipular (disrpiwlai), a. [f. L. disciful-tts 
Disciple + -arL] Of, belonging to, or of the 
nature of, a disciple. 

1859 Sat. Rev. 13 Aug. 198/1 Mr. Mansel’s .. discipular 
spirit marks him out to carry onward the new Scottish 
Philosophy. 1862 F. Hall Hindu Philos. Syst. 181 By 
S'ankara and by all his discipular successors. 1873 Morley 
Rousseau II. xi. 93 His discipular patience when his master 
told him that his verses were poor. 

Disci'pnlate. rare. [f. as prec. + -ate h] 
The state of a disciple ; discipleship, pupilage. 

1842 Tail's Mag. IX. 681 During the period of his disci- 
pulate. 

Discrpulize, v. rare. [f. as prec. + -ize.] 
trans. -= Disciple v. 2. 

1863 Kitto's Cycl. Bibl. Lit. fed. 3) I 293/2 When we come 
to ask, what is implied in discipleship ? in what x*elation 
does baptism stand to the discipulising of nations ? 

Discission (disrjsn). Also 7 discition, 
discision. [ad. L. ihscission-em , n. of action f. 
dtscindere to cleave, cut asunder: see Discind. 
But the 17th c. spelling discision appears to come 
from L. dis- and coed ere, - cldere to cut, ppl. stem 
-cis- : see Discide, and cf. excision, incision .] A 
cleaving, rending, or cutting asunder; now only in 
Surg. : An incision into a tumour or cataract : see 
Decision 4. 

1647 H. More Song of Soul n. in, m. xlviii, So gentle 
Venus Casts ope that azur curtain by a swift discission. 
1661 G. Rust Or/gen in Phoenix I. 37 As painful as the 
violent discision of very Life would be could it be forcibly 
torn in pieces, 1684 tr, Banefs Merc. Compft. xvn. 590 
You must slant your Knife and endeavour discision with an 
oblique Hand. 1883 Syd. Soc. Lex., Discission , a cutting 
into : especially an incision into or laceration of the capsule 
of the lens in the operation for the removal of cataract. 

Discition, obs. form of Decision, 

1633 Prynne His trio- Mastix n. iv. 92 (R.) Declining 
their owne particular discitions to avoid all partiality. 

Disclaim (diskl^m), v. [a. AF. des-, dis - 
darner (accented stem desclaime), f. des-, Dis- 4 
+ clamer to Claim; in med.( Anglo )L. discldmdre.] 
1 . intr. Law. To renounce, relinquish, or repu- 
diate a legal claim ; to make a formal disclaimer. 
Const, f in the thing disclaimed, f out of or from 
the claim of the other party. 

Originally said in reference to the renunciation of the 
claim of feudal lordship or tenancy by the lord or tenant 
respectively. 

[1302 Year-books Edw. I an. 30-31. 83 (Godefroy'i Si le 
tenaunt portat sun bref ‘ de homagio recipiendo ’ seriez vus 
rescuz a desclamer en sun homage. 1304 Ibid. 1x9 E11 plee qe 
chiet par voye de destresse le tenaunt poet desclamer. 1409 
Act 9 Hen. IV, c. 4 Ordines est et establies que nul home 
larron n’autre felon en Gales ouvertement conus ne soit 
soeffert par disclaimer hors del seignourie ou la felonie fust 
finct et qe tielx man ere de disclaime soit de tout oustes. 
[Pul! on's iransl. It is ordained and stablished, that no 
Thiefe nor Felon in Wales, openly knowne, be suffered to 
disclaime out of the Seigniorie where the felony was done, 
and that such maner of disclaiming be vtterly put out.] 
[<*1481 Littleton Tenures ted. Houard) 145 Si l’seignior 
que est vouche ne avoit resceive pas homage del tenant ne 
d’ascun de ses auncesters, le seignior tsTl voit) poit dis- 
clamer en le seigniory, et issint ouste le tenant de son 
garranty.] ^ 1574 tr. Littleton's Tenures 32 a, The lorde . . 
may disclaime in the lordship, and so put his tenaunte 
of his warranty. 1597 Skene De Verb. Sign. (s. v. Dis- 
clamation ) Disclamare is to disclaime, disavow or deny, 
as to deny an vther to be his superiour; as quhen the 
superiour affirmis the landes to be halden of him, and 
the vassall denies the samin. i628 < Coke On Lift. 102 a, 
lhe lord may disclaime .. which signifieth utterly to re- 
nounce the seignory. 1647 N. Bacon Disc. Govt. Eng. 1. 
Jxn. <1739)125 If the Lord fail, he loses his Tenure, and the 
Tenant might thenceforth disclaim, and hold over for ever* 


1631 Ibid. 11. xiii. (1739) 71 He that hath both Right and 
Power, and will not seize, disclaims. 1809 Tomlins Law 
Diet. s.v. Disclaimer , Such person as cannot lose the thing 
perpetually in which he disclaims, shall not be permitted 
to disclaim. 18x8 Cruise Digest (ed. 2) IV, 494 The law 
adjudges the frank tenement m B. till he disagrees or dis- 
claims. 2848 Wharton Law Lex. 182 He cannot so dis- 
claim after he has proved the will of his own testator. 

+ 2 . intr. transf. a. To renounce or disavow* 
all part in ; •» sense 4. Obs. 

2360 A. L. tr. Calvin's Foure Serin. Songe Ezech. iv, As 
if God would reject them, and utterly disclaime in them. 
1581 Mulcaster Positions xxx ix. (2887)105 Disclayming in 
that which vertue auaunceth not. 2605 Shaks. Lear 11. ii. 
59 You cowardly Rascall, nature disclaimes in thee. 1637 
B. J onson^ Sad Shepk. 1. ii. The sourer sort Of shepherds 
now disclaim in all such sport. 

t"b. To proclaim one’s renunciation of, or dis- 
sent from . Obs. 

1604 R. Parsons 3rd Part Three Convers. Eng. 360 He 
disdaymed from the Bohemians or Hussits and their 
opinions.^ 2605 A ns7v. Discov. Romish Doctr. 39 They not 
wholy disclaime from the Kinges Authority. 2624 Ld. 
Williams in Fortesc. Papers 203 He disclayminge from 
all fees and profitts of the place. 2632 J. Hayward tr. 
Biondi s Erornena 225 Catascopo disclaimed from having 
ever named me. 

fig.^ 2644 Digby Nat. Bodies 11. (1645) 67 These two 
conditions . . doe openly disclaime from quantity and from 
matter. 

8. trans. Law. To renounce a legal claim to; 
to repudiate a connexion with or concern in. 

[Arising by omission of the preposition in sense 1 : with 
quot. 1607, cf. 2334 Fitzherbert La Nouv. Nat. Brevinm 
(2567) 197 b, Sil ne disclaime en le sank ; transl. 2632 If he 
do not disclaim in the blood.] 

IS9S Shaks. A”. John 1. i. 247, I am not Sir Roberts 
sonne, I haue disclaim’d Sir Robert, and my land, Legitima- 
tion, name, and all is gone. 1607 Cowell Interpr. s.v. 
Disclaimer, If a man deny himselfe to be of the blood or 
kindred of another in his plee, he is said to disclaime his 
blood. Ibid. If a man arraigned of felonie do disclaime 
goods, being cleared he leeseth them. 1631 W. G. tr. 
Cowel's Inst. 48 Nor can an Infant disclaim that Guardian 
who prosecutes an action for him as being next of Kinn. 
2670 [see Disclaimer i b]. 1754 [see Disclamation 2]. 1768 
Blackstone Comm. III. 249 Upon this the bishop and the 
clerk usually disclaim all title. 1818 Cruise Digest <ed. 2) 
I. 223 Tenant for life may also forfeit his estate by disclaim- 
ing to hold of his lord. 1848 Wharton Law Lex. 282 
A devisee in fee may, by deed, without manner of record, 
d isclaim the estate devised. Ibid. An executor may, before 
probate, disclaim the executorship. 

b. To relinquish a part of (a patent) by a dis- 
claimer. 

1835 Ld. Brougham 3 June, in Hansard ser. 3. XXVIII. 
474 The parts disclaimed should not detrimentally affect 
the other parts of the invention. 1888 R. Griffin Patent 
Cases decided 12 Application . . to disclaim the 8th claim, 

4 . To disavow any claim to or connexion with ,* 
to renounce or reject as not belonging to oneself ; 
to disown formally or emphatically. 

1393 Shaks, Rich. II, 1. i. 70 There I throw my gage, Dis- 
claiming heere the kindred of a King, And lay aside my 
high bloods Royalty. 1636 Heywood Challenge II. Wks. 
1874 V. 21 Sir, shee’s yours, Or I disclaime her ever. 1647 
Clarendon Hist . Reb. 11. (1843) 47/2 A short protestation. . 
in which all men should . .disclaim and renounce the having 
any intelligence, or holding any correspondence with the 
rebels. 1704 Pope Spring 87 Tell me but this, and I’ll dis- 
claim the prize. 1701-1823 D Israeli C«r. Lit., Liter. For- 
geries , The real author, .obliged him afterwards to disclaim 
the work in print. 2873 Jowett Plato (ed. 2) IV. 224 Socrates 
disclaims the chaia ter of a professional eristic. 2895 
Gladstone Let. 8 Aug. in Daily News 12 Aug. 5/4, I 
entirely disclaim the hatred and hostility to Turks, or any 
race of men, which you ascribe to me. 

+ b. (with complement.) To refuse to acknow- 
ledge (any one, or oneself) to be (so and so). Obs. 

1397/1. Beard Theat. Gods Judgem. (1612) 220 [He] ., 
also disclaimed him from being his father. Ibid. 524 Dis- 
claiming him to be her son. 2602 Warner A lb. Eng. xi. 
Ixvii. (1612) 288 That Helen may disclaime her selfe for 
Helen in her glas.^ 1670 Walton Lives 11. 133 To perswade 
him . . to disclaim himself a Member of the Church of England. 

5 . To refuse to admit (something claimed by 
another) ; to reject the claims or authority of, to 
renounce. 

1659 B. Harris ParivaFs Iron Age 28 They likewise dis- 
claimed the Authority of the Pope. 1769 Robertson Chas. V , 
V, in. 230 It was lawful for the people to disclaim him as 
their sovereign. 17S1 Gibbon Decl. $ F. II. xliii. 585 The 
troops. . disclaimed the command of their superiors. 1841 
Elphinstone Hist. India 1, 203 They agree with the Bfiudhas 
..in disclaiming the divine authority of the Vedas, 
t b. To refuse (a thing claimed). Obs. rare. 

2647 N. Bacon Disc. Govt. Eng, 1. lix. (1739) 214 These 
then are the rights that the King claimed, and the Clergy 
disclaimed at the first. 1723 Pope Odyss. vhi. 39 Let none 
to strangers honours due disclaim, 

t e. To decline or refuse {to do something). Obs. 
2386 A. Day Eng . Secretary 1. (16251 63 Yet disclaime you 
to be married, you will heare of no suters. 1589 Warner 
Alb. Eng. Prose Addit. (1612) 340, I that will not liue to 
heare it so, heartily disclaime to haue it so. 1805 Miniature 
No. 32 I* 13 The errors of the schoolboy will become the 
errors of the man, if he disclaims to adopt my practice. 

f 8. To denounce the claims or pretensions of; to 
cry out upon. Obs. 

1590 J. Egerton in Confer. 32, I shalbe readye to dis- 
clayme you wheresoeuer I come, not only for men voyde of 
pietie, hut euen of ciuile honestie also. 1659 B. Harris 
ParivaFs Iron Age 63 The Arminians [were] reviled, and 
disclaimed, as no better then half Traytors, by the very 
| dregs of the people. 


tb. intr. Disclaim against : to cry out against. 
Declaim against. Obs. 

2625 J. Stephens Satyr. Ess. 202 Hee is not . . ashamed 
to quarrell, first with his Patron, and openly disclaim against 
the poor value of his Benefice. 1706 J. Sergeant Chapter 
of William (1853) 81 That he resolutely oppose it, and 
disclaim against it, in the chapter’s name. 2749 Fielding 
Tom Jones xi. i, Which bears an exact analogy to the vice 
here disclaimed against. 

7 . trans. Her. To declare not to be entitled to 
bear arms; to ‘make infamous by proclamation’ 
(those who used arms without any right, or assumed 
without authority the title of Esquire or Gentle- 
man) as formerly done by the heralds at their 
visitations. (Said also of the persons, in sense 4.) 

2634 Visitation of Bucks (in Rylands, Disclaimers (1888, 
ix.) Rob*. Wilmott, Chadderton, for usurping die Title of 
Gent, notwithstanding having been disclaimed jn the Visita- 
tion made 1622. — Visitation ofWorcestersh. (ibid.), Edmd. 
Brothby. . to be spared from disclaiming in regard of his 
being a souldier and of deserts. — Visit. Hereford { ibid, 
viii.), John Phillips of Ledbury to be disclaimed at our next 
sizes because he was not disclaimed at our being in the 
country, being respyted then for proofe. 1888 J. P. Rylands 
Disclaimers at the Heralds' Visitations viii, The practice 
seems to have been for the visiting Herald to induce the 
persons summoned to disclaim under their hands if they 
would . . and if they declined, or did not attend . . they were 
disclaimed at the Assizes. 

Hence Disclaimed///, a., Disclaiming vbl. sb . 
and ppl. a. 

1602 Shaks. Ham. v. ii. 252 Let my disclaiming from, a 
purpos’d euill, Free me so farre in your most generous 
thoughts. 2607 Hif.rqn Wks. I. 268 In all those which 
thinke and hope to bee saued, there must bee a disclaiming, 
a renouncing, an vtter forsaking of those sinnes. 1659 B. 
Harris ParivaCs Iron Age 60 A Disciple of that so much 
disclaimed Italian. 1802 Mrs. Radclifff. Poet. Wks. (1833) 
II. 271 The Baron . . bowed with a disclaiming gesture. 
2885 Bridges Nero hi. iv. 16/2 Thou wert right in that, 
Wrong now returning on disclaimed ambition. 1892 Rep. 
Patent Cases IX. 83 The language of this disclaiming clause. 

+ Disclaim* sb. Obs. [a. AF. disclaime , f. 
disclamer : see prec. vb.] An act of disclaiming ; 
formal renunciation or repudiation of a claim. 

[1409 see Disclaim v. x], 1475 Bk. Noblesse 35 And so the 
said king Lowes relese was.. a disclayme froine the kinges 
of Fraunce for ever. 1611 Speed Hist. Gt. Brit. vir. i. § 2. 
190 The associates of Britaine were now returned with vtter 
disclaime of further assistance. 2662 Jesuits' Reasons (1675) 
128 You.. make your disclaim of these .. Opinions. 1674 
A. G. Quest, cone. Oath of A l leg. 29 The disclaim of His 
indirect Authority over Kings. 1786 Francis the Philan- 
thropist III. 85 A blush, not of disclaim, spread her cheek. 

DlSClaimaut. [f. Disclaim v. , at ter claimant.'] 
One who disclaims (a part of a patent) : cf. Disclaim 
v. 3 b. 

2892 Rules of Practice U. S. Patent Off. 52 To which the 
disclaimant does not choose to claim title. 

Disclaimer 1 (diskl^'mor). [a. AF. disclaimer 
inf. used sbst.: see -eb T] An act or action of 
disclaiming. 

1 . Latv. The action of disclaiming in reference 
to the feudal relationship, esp. on the part of the 
vassal or tenant ; repudiation of a legal claim. 

1379 Termes de la Ley. 68 b, If the tenant say that hee 
disclaymeth to hold of him, this is called a disclaimer^ and 
if y Lord thereupon^ bring a writ of right, sur disclaimer, 
and it he found against the tenaunt, hee shall lose the 
land. 2618 Pulton Siat. (1632) 260, 9 Hen. IV, c. 4 {title) 
Disclaimer in felony in Wales snail be vtterly excluded ana 
put out. 2630 B. Discollimini um 9 Christ, .seems to judge 
it necessary to make a cautelous Disclaimer of the Power 
that requir’d it. 2767 Blackstone Comm. II. 275 Equiva- 
lent. .to an illegal alienation by the particular tenant, is the 
civil crime of disclaimer, as where a tenant, who holds of any 
lord, neglects to render him the due services, and, upon an 
action brought to recover them, disclaims to hold of his lord. 

b. An act of renouncing or relinquishing a legal 
claim ; a formal refusal to accept an estate, trust, 
duty, etc. *. see Disclaim v. 3. 

[1573 Staundford Les Flees del Coron hi. 186 Icy par cel 
disclaimer: il perdra les biens. .as queux il disclaima]. 
2670 Blount Law Diet. s.v. , In Chancery, if a Defendant 
by bis Answer Disclaim the having any interest in the thing 
in question, this is also called a Disclaimer. 2809 Tomlins 
Law Diet, s.v,, There is a deed of disclaimer of executor- 
ship of a will, etc., where an executor refuses, ard throws 
up the same. 2876 Digby Real Prop. x. § 1. 371 In all other 
cases the proper mode of refusing to accept a conveyance or 
devise of land . .is an execution by an alienee of full capacity 
of a deed of d isclaimer. 

e. Latent Lem. An alteration by which a speci- 
fication is amended in such a manner as to relinquish 
a portion of the invention, when in danger of being 
invalidated on account of the comprehensiveness 
of the claim. Formerly (up to 1883), an instru- 
ment executed by a patentee abandoning a part 
of his claim of invention. 

2833 Act 58c 6 Will. IV, c. 83 [He] may enter a disclaimer 
of any part of his specification. 2879 Cassell's Teckn. Educ. 
IV. 102/2 (Patents) A means by which a grantee may abandon 
portions of the title,. . this process is called a disclaimer. 1883 
Ad 46 & 47 Viet. Chap. 57 {Patents Act ) § 18 Amend his 
specification, - by way of disclaimer, correction, or explana- 
tion. 2892 Rules of Practice U. S. Patent Off. 77 Such 
disclaimer shall be in writing. 

2 . generally. A disavowal of claims or preten- 
sions; a renunciation, denial, or rejection. 

2790 Burke Fr. Rev. Wks. V. 264 , 1 think the honour of 
our nation to be somewhat concerned in the disclaimer of 


DISCLAIMER, 


DISCLOSING, 


the proceedings of this society. 1825 Coleridge A ids Refl. 
(1848) 1 . 109 If after these disclaimers I shall without proof 
be charged by any with renewing or favouring the errors, 
1862 Mrs. Gaskell C. Bronte 228 It conveys a peremptory 
disclaimer of the report that the writer was engaged to be 
married to her father’s curate. 1868 G. Duff Pol. Surv. 42 
Our emphatic disclaimer of fellow feeling with the Cretan 
insurgents, 

3 . Her. A proclamation or announcement made 
by English heralds, during their regular visitations, 
of persons having no right to armorial bearings, 
or to the title of Esquire or Gentleman, especially 
of such as were found usurping- these without right. 
1854 Sir T, Phillips {title) Heralds’ Visitation Disclaimers. 
2888 J, P. Rylands Disclaimers at the Heralds'^ Visi- 
tations x, He notes the press-mark of each MS. in the 
College of Arms, from which he copied the list of disclaimers. 

Disclaimer 2 . [f. Disclaim v. + -eh h] One 
who disclaims, 

1702 Echard Eccl. Hist. (1710) 176 The multitude might 
have.abandoned him as a disclaimer of his own sovereignty. 
1754 Richardson Grandison (1781) IV. v. 45 Girls, writing 
of themselves on these occasions, must he disclaimers, you 
know. 

Disclamation, (disklamei-Jan).' [n. of action 
from med.L. discldmdre to Disclaim.] 

1 . Sc. Law. The action of disclaiming on the 
part of a tenant, etc. : see Disclaim v . 1, and cf. 
Disclaimer! 1. 

1592 Sc. Acts Jos. VI (1814) 604 (Jam.) With all richt .. 
he ressone of ward, nonentries . . purprusionis, disclama- 
tiounis, bastardrie [etc.]. 1754 Erskine Princ. Sc. Lazo 

(1809) 176 Disclamation is that casualty whereby a vassal 
forfeits his whole feu to his superior, if he disowns or dis- 
claims him without ground, as to any part of it. x86x W. 
Bell Diet. Law Scotl. 290 Disclamation signifies a vassal’s 
disavowal. , of a person as a superior, whether the person so 
disclaimed be the superior or not. 

2 . Renunciation, repudiation* disclaimer. 

16 ro Bp. Hall Afiol. Brownists § 7 To speake as if before 
her late disclamation of Poperie . . shee [Ch. of Engl.] had 
not beene. 1649 — Cases Consc. 403 Let . . servants . . 
count their (infidell) masters worthy of all honour; not 
worthy therefore of desertion and disclamation. 1772 Scots 
Mag. 457 Mr. Wallace’s disclamation of a late publication, 
1814 Scott Wav. vi, The bibliopolist greeted him, notwith- 
standing every disclamation, by the title of Doctor. 1892 
Stevenson & Osbourne Wrecker xvii. 275 , 1 cannot tell with 
what sort of disclamation I sought to reply. 

Disclamatory (disklarmatori), a. rare. [f. 
as prec. + -oby.] Of the nature of, or tending to 
disclamation ; having the character of disclaiming. 

1853 Reade Chr. Johnstone it. 30 1 My Lord, my Lord t ’ 
remonstrated Saunders, with a shocked and most disclam- 
atory tone. 

t Disclander, sh. Ohs. Forms; 4-6 des-, 
dys-, discla(n)nder, -dre, -dir, -dyr, 5 disclan- 
dar, disklander, deslatmdre, 5-6 disla(u)nder, 
-dre, dyssclaunder. [a. AF. ^desclandre, dis- 
claunder (15th c.) deriv. of OF. escla-ndre , earlier 
escandre , escandle , escandeh :—L. scandalum 1 see 
Esclandre; cf. Scandal and Slander. The 
prefix des- in Anglo- Fr. was prob. due to some 
anal ogy, or to confusion of des- and es~J] 

1 . Malicious speech bringing opprobrium upon 
any one ; slander. 

c 2300 Beket 2073 Thu missaist foule thine owe louerd.. 
Ho mi:jte suffri such desclandre, bot he nome wrecche? 
2471 Arrit). Edzu. IV (Camden) 21 The false, faynyd 
fables, and disclandars, that .. were wont to be seditiously 
sowne and blowue abowt all the land. 1348 Hall Chron ., 
Hen. VI, 99b, He declareth you a true man to hym .. the 
sated dislaunder and noysy ng 4 notwithstandyng. 1562 in 
Stow's Surv. (1754) II. v. xxi. 4x1/2 If their offences be 
^reat.. offending his master by theft or dislander or such 
like, then to command him to Newgate. 

2 . Reproach or reprobation called forth by what 
is considered shameful or wrong ; public disgrace 
or opprobrium ; scandal. 

1362 Langl. P. PI. A. v. 75, I haue . . Ablamed him be- 
hynde his bak to bringe him in disclaundre. c 1374 Chaucer 
Troylus iv. 536 (564) For yf I wolde it openly distourbe, It 
most ben disclaundre to here name. 1402 Hoccleve Letter 
of Cupid 70 No worshippe may he thus to him conquere, 
but grete disclander vnto him and here ! 2432-30 tr. Higden 
(Rolls) V. 143 The disclaunder of your ylle disposition 
schojde not be knowen amonge your enmyes ; 1462 J . Pas- 
ton in Past on Lett. No. 439. II. 89 To deliver seison ac- 
cordynge to the same feffement, to the gret disclaundre of 
the seid Sir John and all his. 1331-2 Act 23 Hen. VIII, 
c, 1 [They] suffre them to make their purgacions . . to the 
greatte disclaunder of suche as pursue suche misdoers. 
f Discla*nder, v. Ohs. Forms: see prec. 
[ME. desclandre , f. prec. sb., perh. through an AF. 
*desdandre-r for OF. esdandrer to slander.] 

1 . trans. To speak evil of, so as to expose to op- 
probrium ; to slander. 

c 2290 Beket 1246 in S. Eng. Leg. 1 . 142 Rebischopes comen 
bi-fore And desclaundreden seint thomas, ]>at he was fals 
and for-suore. c 1380 Wyclif Wks. (1880) 138 f>es proude 
..possessioners disclaundren trewe prechours. 14.. E. E. 
Misc. (Warton Club) 63 Awyse the welle who syttys the 
by, Lest he wylle report thi talle, And dyssclaundure the 
after to gret and smalle. 1530 Palsgr. 513/2 , 1 desclaunder, 
I hurte or hynder ones good name by reporte. 

2 . To bring into public disgrace or opprobrium ; 
to bring scandal upon. 

c 1383 Chaucer L. G. W. 1031: Dido, We that weryn in 
prosperite Been now disclanaeryd. c 1430 I.ydg. Min. 
Poems (Percy Soc.) 143 No w as ye seen, for disobedience 
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Disclaundrld is perpetually my name, a 2483 Liber Niger 
in Honseh. Ord. (1790) 70 That the owner be not hurts, nor 
this famous courte disclaunderyd by any outerage of crav- 
inge or crakyng. 

t Discla*nderer. Ohs. [f. prec. + -eel] A 
slanderer. 

1493 Pestivall (W. de W. 1515) 70 b, To stone bym to 
deth as for a dyssclaunderer. 

f Discla*ndero*iis g Ohs. [f. Disclander 
sb. -k-ous.] Slanderous. 

2494 Fabyan Chron. iv. lxv. 44 In this whyle, by styr- 
ynge of disclaunderous & deuylysshe persones, a grudge 
was arreryd attweene the kynge and a Duke of hts lande. 
Ibid. vn. ccxxviii. 238 Of this duke Wyllyam some des- 
claunderous wordes are lefte in memory. 

Diselare, obs. var. of Declare [cf. OF. des- 
clairier\ 

2375 Barbour Bruce 1, 75 He suld that arbytre disclar, Off 
thir twa that I tauld off ar. 

Disclass (disklcrs), v. [f. Dis- 7 0 + Class 
Irans. = Declass ; to remove or cut off from one’s 
class. Hence Discla'ssed ppl. a. 

1890 Times 31 Jan. 9/1 Worked by a Union largely com- 
posed of the broken-down, disclassed waifs and strays who 
gravitate to the dock-gates in search of casual employment. 

Disclassify (disklge-sifsi), v. [f. Dis- 6 -t- 
Classify.] trans. To undo the classification of. 

a 1866 J. Grote Exam. Utilit. Philos, xx. (1870) 336 The 
process of levelling, declassifying, making everybody like 
everybody else. 

Discless : see Diskless. 
t Discloa’k, V. Ohs. Also 7 discloke. [f. 
Djs- 6 or 7 a + Cloak.} trans. To take off the 
cloak of ; to unrobe. 

1599 B. Jonson Cynthia's Rev. in. v, Now goe in, dis- 
cloke yourselfe. 16x6 — Devil an Ass 1. vi, If you interrupt 
me, Sir, I shall discloak you. 1627-77 Feltham Resolves 
1. 1 . (R.), That feins what was not, and discloaks a soul. 

t DiscXcrg, v. Obs. [f. Dis- 6 +• Clog v.] 
trans. To free from that which clogs; to unclog. 

2622 Coryat Crudities 234 They shall make a restitution 
of all their ill gotten goods, and so disclogge their soules 
and consciences. 

Dis cloister (disklorstai), v. [f. Drs- 6 or 7 c 
+ Cloister.] trans. To turn or let out of a 
cloister ; to release or remove from seclusion. 

1660 Howell Parly of Beasts 134 They [nuns] fell a 
murmuring . . and to think too often on man with inordinat 
desires to be discloysterd. i88x Palgrave Visions Eng. 282 
A girl by lustful war and shame Discloistered from her home. 

Disclosal (di$kl<?«*zal). rare . ff. Disclose 

v. + -al,] The act of disclosing, disclosure. 

1793 Coleridge Condones ad Populum 37 In the disclosal 
of Opinion, it is our duty to consider the character of those, 
to whom we address ourselves. 

t Disclo*se, sh. Ohs. [f. Disclose v. : cf. 
Close shA] The act of disclosing ; = Disclosure 
(in various senses). 

1548 Gest Pr. Masse 73 Wolde God . . soch a person . . 
had openly publyshed the worthy disclose and disprove of 
the unsufferable abhomination of the popyshe private 
pryvye masse. 1602 Shaks. Ham. hi. i. 174 There’s some- 
thing in his soule, O’re which his Melancholly sits on brood, 
And, I do doubt the hatch, and the disclose Will be some 
danger. 1622 Wither Mistr.Pkilar. Wks. (1633) 623 They 
[those lips] are like in their discloses To the mornings dewie 
roses. 1625 W. B. True School War 42 It is an Embryo 
that, .wattes the good houre for the disclose and deliuery. 
1742 Young Nt. Th. ix. 1576 Glasses . . Haue they not led 
us deep in the disclose Of fine-spun nature. 

t Bisclo’Se, ppl. Obs. Also 4 desclos. [a. 
OF. desclos, pa. pple. of desclore to disclose .•—Ro- 
manic (and med.L.) disclaus-us, pa. pple. of 'dis- 
claudere'. see Disclose v.~\ Disclosed; unclosed; 
let out. In quots., used as pa. pple. 

1393 Gower Conf. I. 285 For drede it shulde be disclose 
And come unto her faders ere. Ibid. II. 354 A maiden, 
which was., kept soclos, That selden was, whan she desclos 
Goth with her moder for to play. 

Disclose (disklflb-z), v. [ME. des-, dis-dosen , 
a. OF. desclos- pres, stem (pres. subj. desclose ) of 
desclore, -dorre to unclose, open, free==Pr. des- 
claure Romanic (and med. L.) disclaudere, f. Dis- 
4 + L. claudere to close, shut.] 
f 1. trans. To open up (that which is closed or 
shut) ; to unclose, unfold ; to unfasten. Ohs. 

a 1400-50 Alexander 3632 Jrire Olifantis. .disclosid )>ai J?e 
chaviles. c X420 Pallad. on Hush. n. 331 Almoundes me 
may make, - her shelles to disclose. 1377 B. Googe Heres- 
badis Husb. n. (1586) 67 b, It [a rosebud] discloseth it 
selfe and spreadeth abroad. 1596 Spenser F. Q. iv. v, 16 
Full oft about her wast she it enclos’d, And it as oft was 
from about her wast disclos’d. 1396 B. Griffin Fidessa 
(1876) 31 Armes still imbrace and neuer be disclosed. cx6oo 
Shaks. Sonn. liv, The perfumed tincture of the Roses .. 
When Sommers breath their masked buds discloses. 

'fb. To hatch (an egg). Cf. 3 b. Obs. 
a 1626 Bacon (J.), It is reported by the ancients, that the 
ostrich layeth her eggs under the sand, where the heat of 
the sun discloseth them. 

2. intr. (for refll) To unclose or unfold itself by 
the falling asunder of parts ; to open. 

1591 Garrard Art Warre 101 Which upon occasion dis- 
closing again, may let out the shot. 1706 Phillips (ed. 
Kersey), To . Disclose . . to bud, blow, or put out Leaves, 
2626 T. H. Caussin's Holy Crt. 166 If the hen brood not 
her eggs, she hath no desire to make them disclose. 1727- 
46 Thomson Summer 1138 Over head a sheet Of livid 
flame discloses wide, then shuts And opens wider. 


3. trans. To uncover (anything covered up from 
view) ; to remove a cover from and expbse to view 
(anything material). 

1393 Gower Conf. II. 262 As she, that was with thalre 
enclosed And might of no man be desclosed. 1530 Pals.gr. 
518/1, I disclose, I uncover a thing that is hydde..This 
treasure shall never be disclosed for me. xdxx Bible Isa. 
xxvi. 91 The earth also shall disclose her blood, and shall 
no more couer her slain. 1696 Tate & Brady Ps. cvi. 9 
The parting Deep disclos’d her Sand, 1795 Southey Joan 
of Arc x. 197 The open helm Disclosed that eye. 1832 
Tennyson CEnone 65 He smiled, and opening out his milk- 
white palm Disclosed a fruit of pure Hesperian gold, 1838 
Lytton Leila iv, Her full rich lips disclosed teeth, that 
might have shamed the pearl. 

b. To uncover or set free (a young bird, etc.) 
from the egg ; to hatch ; also fig. to 4 hatch* (mis- 
chief). Rarely, to exclude or lay (eggs). 

2486 Bk. St. A Ibans A ij a, Now to speke of hawkys. first 
thay been Egges. and afterwarde they bene disclosed 
hawkys. 1602 Shaks. Bam. v. i. 310 Anon as patient as 
the female Doue, When that her golden Cuplet are dis- 
clos’d. 1602 Warner Alb. Eng. x. Iv. (16x2) 245 Papists 
heere, forren and Land-leapt Foes, Did mtschiefes that 
imported more our practiz’d State disclose. 1633 H. Cogan 
tr. Pinto's Trav. xxx. 122 They leave the eggs there till 
they think the young ones are disclosed. 1697 Dryden 
Virg. Georg, m. 633 Snakes, familiar, to the Hearth succeed, 
Disclose their Eggs, and near the Chimney breed. 1707 
Curios, in Husb. <5* Card. 322 Forcing Eggs to disclose 
their Young by the artificial Heat of an Oven. 18x6-26 
Kirby & Sp. Enfomol. (1843) H. 18 As soon as one of these 
young caterpillars is disclosed from the egg it begins to 
feed. 

f 4. To open up to one’s own knowledge, to dis- 
cover. Ohs. 

c 1450 Crt. of Love 112 Many a thousand other bright of 
face : But what they were, I coud not well disclose. 1599 
Sandys Europ se Spec. (1632) 168 He was disclosed and 
ceased [ = seized] on by his Master. ct6ix Chapman Iliad 
xxi. 467 Old Priam in his. sacred tow ’r stood, and the flight 
disclos’d On his forc’d people, all in rout. 

5. To open up to the knowledge of others; to 
make openly known, reveal, declare (secrets, pur- 
poses, beliefs, etc.), 

1393 Gower Conf. II. 277, I dare min herte well disclose. 
1509 Hawes Past. Pleas, xxix. (Percy Soc.) 142 They are 
not all disposed So for to do as ye have here disclosed. 
1551 T. Wilson Logike (1580) 77 b, If you will promise me 
to kepe that close, whiche I shall disclose unto you. 1561 
T. Norton Calvin's Inst. 1. 22 The faithful should not 
admit him [God] to be any other than such as he had dis- 
closed himself by his word. 1601 Shaks. Jul. C. 11. i. 298 
Tell me your Counsels, I will not disclose ’em. 1697 Dry- 
den Virg. Georg, iv. 6 Their Arms, their Arts, their Manners 
I disclose. 2722-4 Pope Rape Lock 11. 9 Her lively looks 
a sprightly mind disclose. 1726 Adv. Capt. R. Boyle 44 As 
for disclosing the Secret, it is what I never can do. 2874 
Green Short Hist. in. § 2. 12T The great league which John 
had so long matured at last disclosed itself. Ibid. vii. § 7. 
413 The strange civilization of Mexico and Peru disclosed 
by Cortez and Pizarro. 2876 Mozley Univ. Semi, iii, 64 
The modest light of faith discloses a real future life. 

t b. intr. (for refl.) To show itself, to come to 
light. Obs . 

1494 Fabyan Chron. vir. 349 The displeasure atwene the 
Kynge & his barons began to appere and disclose. 2627-77 
Feltham Resolves 1. xh, 18 Vices, .which I can see, when 
they do disclose in them. 1746-7 [see Disclosing ppl. a.]. 
Hence Disclo*sed ppl. a. a. In senses of the vb. 

i486 [see Disclose v. 3 b]. 1605 Bacon Adv. Learn, n. 
xvii. § 5. 62 Another diuersitie of Methode there is . . and 
that is Enigmaticall and Disclosed. 1891 Echo 7 Dec. 2/7 
The defendant, .pleaded that he was only an agent for a 
disclosed principal. 

b. Her . : see quots. 

1864 Boutell Heraldry Hist. <$• Pop. x. 64 The ex- 
panded wings . . of all birds that are not Birds of Prey, are 
disclosed. 2882 Cussans Her. vi. 91^ The most common 
attitude in which the Eagle appears in Heraldry, is Dis- 
played. ^ This term is peculiar to Birds of Prey ; when 
other Birds (such as the Dove) are represented with their 
wings expanded . . they are said to be Disclosed. 

Discloser (diskDu-zai). [f. prec. + -ee b] One 
who or that which discloses or reveals. 

J 5 fi 9 J. Sanford tr. Agrippa's Van. Aries 138 b, In all 
dishonestie that men shall commytte I will that thou be 
their judge and discloser. 1608-11 Bp. PI all Medit. <$• 
Vows 11. § 39, I will not long after . . secrets, least I should 
procure doubt to my selfe, and zealous feare to the dis- 
closer. 2650 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. m. xxvii.(i6s8) 226 
That occular Philosopher, and singular discloser of truth, 
Dr. Harvey. 1894 Columbus (Ohio) Dispatch 13 Oct. 9/4 
The policeman’s mace is a veritable mind* discloser. 
Disclosing (disklJwzig), vhl. sb. [f. as prec. 
+ -ing j .] The action of the verb Disclose ; a. 
Opening up, revelation, bringing to light; disclosure, 
b. Hatching. Also atirib. 

1494 Fabyan Chron. vn. ccxxii. 245 The forenamed .ii. 
erles were warned of disclosynge of this rnatyer. 2343 Bale 
{title). Yet a course at the Romyshe P'oxe. A dysclosynge 
or openynge of the manne of s> nne. 2586 J. Hooker 
Giratd. Irel. in Holinshed II. 21/1 The king . . being In 
lone with the falcon, did yearelie at the breeding and dis- 
closing time send thither for them. 2605 Bacon Adv. 
Learn, n. v. § 3. 22 Being of so excellent use for the dh»- 
closing of nature. 2626 — Sylva § 759 The Distance . ^ 
betweene the Egge Layed and the Disclosing or Hatching, 
H predicatively for ‘ in or a disclosing ’ = ‘ in pro- 
cess of disclosure 1 a-hatching ’ ; thus simulating 
a neuter-passive use of the verb. See A prep. 1 1 2. 

1737 Lillo Fatal Curiosity in. 44 Heard you that? 
What prodigy of horror is disclosing ? To render murther 
venial., l ■’ 
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DisclO'Sing, tfl. a. [f. as prec. + -iso 2 .] 
That discloses or opens up : see the verb. 

1730-46 Thomson Autumn 1358 Through the. disclosing 
deep Light my blind way. 1746-7 Hervey Medit. (1818) 
147 Like these disclosing gems under the powerful eye of 
day. 1892 Pall Mall G. 27 Apr. 1/2 The forcible and dis* 
closing coincidence to which we referred at the outset. 

■Disclosure (diskl^-^ui). [f. Disclose v. + 
-ure, after Closure.] 

1. The action of disclosing or opening up to view; 
revelation ; discovery, exposure; an instance of this. 
k a 1598 in I-fakluyt Voy. I. 271 (R.) Whereas by the voyage 
of our subjects . . towards the discouerie and disclosure of 
vnknown places, a 1626 Bacon (J.), She was, upon a sudden 
mutability and disclosure of the king’s mind, severely 
handled. 1665 Boyle Occas. Reft. § 3 (R.) An unseasonable 
disclosure of flashes of wit. 2802 Pa ley Nat. Theol. xxvii. 
(1819) 479 We may well leave to Revelation the disclosure 
of many particulars which our researches cannot reach. 
*844 Thirlwall Greece VIII. lxiii. 215 A public disclosure 
of his motives. 1874 Green Short Mist. viii. § 1. 448 The 
disclosure of the stores of Greek literature had wrought the 
revolution of the Renascence. 

b. The hatching of young from the egg; the 
liberation of an insect from the pupa state. 

1640 Bp. Hall Chr. Mode?'. (Ward) 9/1, I have observed 
that the small and scarce _ sensible seed which it [the silk- 
worm] casts comes not to life and disclosure until the mul- 
berry .. yields her leaf. 1826 Kirby & Sp. Entomol. III. 
xxxii. 345 Immediately after the disclosure of the insect 
from the pupa. 

if 2 . The opening of a river into sea or lake; the 
embouchure or mouth. Obs. rare. 

1660 F. Brooke tr. Le Blands Trav. 328 The disclosure 
of this River frames a square harbour. 

3 . That which is disclosed ; a revelation. 

18215 J. Neal Bro. Jonathan III. 246 Preparing him for 
the disclosure. 1855 Prescott Philip II, I. in, iii. 354 Put 
to the rack . . to draw from him disclosures to the prejudice 
of Egmont. 1878 Browning La Saisiaz 6 Earth’s most 
exquisite disclosure heaven’s own God in evidence. 

f Disclo*tlie, v. Obs. [f. Dis- 6 + Clothe v.] 
trans. To strip of clothing, unclothe, undress. 

1563-87 Foxe A. $ M. (1684) III. 570 Being dis-cloathed 
to their Shirts. 1596 R. L[inche] Diella (1877) ^9 Hee.. 
straight disclothes him of his long-Worne weed. 

Discloud (disklau*d), v. [f. Dis- 7 a + Cloud 
sb.] trans. To free or clear from clouds ; to free 
from gloom or obscurity; to reveal, disclose. 

t6qo Tourneur Trans/. Met am . Author to Bk., For ’tis 
the haire of crime To shunne the breath that doth discloude 
it [ = its] sinne. 1615 J. Stephens Satyr. Ess. 50 To dis- 
cloud Your vertues lost in the confused crowd Of headstrong 
rumor. 1642 Fuller Holy ff Prof. St. Pref. § 6 That God 
would be pleased to discloud these gloomy dayes with the 
beames of his mercie. 1650 — Pisgah To Rdr., Are these 
gloomy days already disclouded? 

Hence Disclouded ppl. a. 

16x5 J- Stephens Satyr. Ess. 133 A rejoyclng heart, an 
apprehensive head, and a disclouded fancy. 1889 Univ. 
Rev. Sept. 41 My lord Shone in his harness for a passing 
while An orb disclouded. 

+ Diselou*t, v. Obs. rare— 1 , [f. Dis- 7 a + 
Clout trans. To take out of a clout. 

1597-8 Bp. Hall Sat. n. iii. 34 Tho must he buy his 
vainer hope with price, Disclout his crownes, and thank 
him for advice. 

• + Bisclown, v. Obs . rare- 0 , [f. Dis- 7 b + 
Clown sb.] trans. To divest of the character or 
condition of a clown. 

1659 Torriano, Splebzdio , dxsclouned, become from a base 
plebeian to be a Gentleman. 

t Disclu’de, v. Obs. [In form a. L. disclud-ere 
to shut up apart or separately ; but in sense con- 
formed to Disclose.] trans. To disclose. 

r 1420 Pallad. on Hush. vi. 84 Then his magnitude By 
brekyng of this potte me may disclude. 
t Bisclu’sion. Obs. rare. [In form ad. L. 
disclusim-em , n. of action from diseludere to sepa- 
rate by shutting up apart; but in H. More app. 
influenced in sense by Disclose v.] 4 Emission \ 
(So J., but the sense is obscure.) 

1656 Blount Glossogr., Disclusion, a shutting out, a 
Separation. 1659 H. More Immort. Soul (1662) 73 The 
composition of them and disclusion and various disposal of 
them. 1668 — Div. Dial. 11. v. (1713) 99 That the con- 
tinued Shadow of the Earth should be broken by sudden 
miraculous eruptions or disclusions of light. 

Disco- (disk*?), combining form of Gr. bicncos 
quoit, Dish, occurring in numerous scientific terms ; 
as Discohla’stic a. Embry ol. [Gr. pkacrrbs germ], 
(of an ovum), having discoidal segmentation of the 
formative yolk (Syd. Soc. Lex.) : Biscomorula, 
Embry ol., the morula or * mulberry-mass’ resulting 
from the partial and discoidal segmentation of the 
formative yolk of a meroblastic egg ; it develops 
from earlier stages called Discomone*ruIa and 
Di.sc0c3rtu.la, and proceeds to develop into the 
forms called Biscoblastula and Discoga'stmla: 
see quots. and Cytula, etc. Discocarp Bot. 
[ad. mod.L. discocarpium , f. Gr. rcapiros fruit), 
(a) a fruit consisting of a number of achenes 
within a hollow receptacle, as in the rose; 
(I) the disk-like hymenium or fructification of 
discomycetous fungi and gymnocarpous lichens; 
hetice Biscocarpous a., relating to, or having, a 


discocarp. Discoce’plmlousa. Zool* [Gr. tce<pakri 
head], belonging to the suborder JDiscocephali of 
fishes, having a sucking-disk on the head. Bisco- 
da*ctyl(e, Discoda’ctylous adjs. Zool. [Gr. 5<bt- 
rvkos finger], having toes dilated at the end so as 
to form a disk, as a tree-frog. Biscoglo-ssid a. 
and sb. Zool. [Gr. 7A anroa tongue], belonging to, 
or a member of, the family Discoglossidse of toad- 
like batrachians ; also Discoglossoid a. Disco- 
hexaster Zool., in sponges, a six-rayed spicule 
(Hexaster) with the rays ending in disks. Bis- 
conxedirsan a. and sb. Zool., belonging to, or a 
member of, the order Discomednsse. of acalephs or 
jelly-fishes, having an umbrellar disk ; also Bisco- 
medu*soid a. Discomyce’tous a. Bot., be- 
longing to the order Discomycetes of Fungi, having 
a disk- shaped hymenium or discocarp. Discopla- 
ce'ntal, Biscoplacentalian adjs. Zool., belonging 
to the section Discoplacentalia of mammals, having 
a disk-shaped placenta. j| Biscopodium. Bot., 

1 the foot or stalk on which some kinds of disks 
are elevated 3 (Treas. Bot. 1866). Bisco*podous 
a. Zool. , having the foot shaped as a disk ; be- 
longing to the section Discopoda of Gastropods. 
Biscosto’matons a. Zool \ [Gr. a r 6 fia mouth], 
pertaining to or belonging to the class JDiscostomata 
of Protozoa (in Saville Kent’s system), containing 
the sponges and collar-bearing monads. 

1883 Syd. Soc. Lex., * Discoblasiula, Hackel’s term for 
the small fluid-contaming cavity lying between the disco- 
morula and the nutritive yolk of a meroblastic ovum. Ibid., 
* Discocarp, a collection of fruits in a hollow receptacle, 
as in the rose. [1866 Treas. Bot., Discocarpium.] 1887 
Garnsey & Balfour tr. De Barys Fungi v. 198 Of gymno- 
carpous and *discocarpous forms. 1883 Syd. Soc. Lex., 
*Discogastrula, Hackel’s term for that form of gastrula 
which develops from a disc situated on a mass of food yolk, 
as in Ganoid fishes. 1888 Athenaeum 3 Afar. 279/2 Evi- 
dence of the pelobatoid rather than the *discoglossid af- 
finities of the . . genus. 1883 Syd. Soc. Lex., * Discomorula, 
Hackers term for the disc of cells which, during the seg- 
mentation of the impregnated meroblastic ovum, covers 
the nutritive vitellus as with a hood. 1879 tr. Haeckels 
Evol. Man II. xix. 168 All other *Discoplacental Animals. 
1881 Standard 23 J une 5/2 The *discoplacentalian mammals. 

Discoa*ch, v. : see Dis- 7 c. 
t Discoa’gnlate, v. Obs. [f. Dis- 6 + Coagu- 
late v] trans . To undo the coagulation of; to 
dissolve. 

1683 Pettus Fleta Min . n. 5 This Salt . . having a nature 
to discoagulate Metals. 

t Discoa*st, v. Obs. Also 7 discost. [f. Dis- 
6 + Coast vi] 

1. intr. To withdraw from the coast or side. 

1598 Stow^««., Q. Eliz. an. 1588 (R.) The Spanish nauie 

for six days space, .coasting and discoasting from England 
to the coast of Fraunce, and from thence to England, 
and thence to Fraunce agayne. 

2 . fig. To withdraw, depart ; the opposite of 
Coast v. 8, to approach. 

a 1677 Barrow Serin. (1683) I. xx. 280 Do we not sometimes 
grievously reproach them, .for discosting from our practice? 
Ibid. II. xxiii. 341 Never willingly to discost from truth 
and equity. 

Hence f Discoa*sted ppl. a., withdrawn from con- 
tiguity, removed, distant. ( «F. iloigni.) Obs. 

1610 G. Fletcher Christ's Viet. iv. 119 As far as heaven 
and earth discoasted lie. 1622 H. Sydenham Serm. Sol. 
Occ. n. (1637) 67 His will, .as farre discoasted from tyranny, 
as injustice. 1625 Lisle Du Bartas 1x9 It is discoasted 
further from the plain of Sennaar. a 1677 Barrow Serm. 
(1683) II. xvi. 232 To settle himself in, or to draw others to, 
a full persuasion . .discosted from truth. 

Diseoblastic, -Tblasfcula : see Disco-. 
Di’SCObole. Zool. [a. mod.F .dis cobole (Cuvier), 
in pi. discoboles, ad. mod.L. discoboli (pi. of 
Discobolus : see below).] A fish of the group 
Discoboli , in Gunther’s system, a family of Acan - 
thopterygii gobiif or mes, having the ventral fins 
formed into a disk or sucker. 

Biscobolic (disk^b^’lik), a. rare. [f. L. dis- 
cobol-us (see next) + -ic.] Pertaining to a disco- 
bolus or quoit-thrower ; quoit- throwing. 

1822 T, L. Peacock Maid Marian v. 202 His discobolic 
exploit proved the climax of his rage. 

|] Discobolus (disk^bd'l^s). Class. Antiq. Also 
erron, -bulus. [L., a. Gr. di<r/co@ 6 ko$ discus- 
thrower, f. Ziaicos disk, discus + -fiokos -throwing, 
-thrower, f. ablaut-grade of fiakktiv to throw.] A 
thrower of the Discus; an ancient statue repre- 
senting a man in the act of throwing the discus. 

1727 Arbuthnot & Pope Martin. ScribZerus 1. vi, The 
Discoboli, .were naked to the middle only. x8sx J. Gibson 
in Eastlake Life (1857) 185 (Stanf.) In the same room is the 
Discobulus of Myron, in the act of throwing his discus. 
1877 Wraxell Hugo's l Miserables' n. exxx. 28 Yejanus 
the discobolus lives again In the rope-dancer Forioso. 

Discocarp, Discocephalous, etc.; seeDiscxK 
t Disco’gziisauce. obs. rare “h [a. OF. 
descognesance, - oissance ignorance (13th c. in 
Godef.), f. desr, Dis- 4 4- cognoissance knowledge, 
Cognizance.] Non-recognition. 

-• C X477 Caxton Jason 33 b, Put not ye your {error for the] 
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herte in discognysaunce by tbe whiche your noble royaume 
is put in pees [Ar. ne mettez le cueur en descognoissance}. 

f Discobe-reiat, tz. Obs. [f. Dis- 10 + Co- 
herent.] Without coherence ; incoherent, incon- 
gruous. So f Bisco!he*rence Obs., want of coher- 
ence or agreement ; incoherence, incongruity. 

a x6oo Hooker Serm. iii. Wks. 1845 II. 730 An opinion 
of discoherence. .between the justice of God and the state 
of men in this world. 1675 J. Smith Chr. Rejig . Appeal 1. 
32 They . . made the parts so incongruous, discoherent, in- 
consequent, nay, contradictory to one another. 

Discobexaster : see Disco-. ' 

Discoid (di'skoid), a. and sb. [ad. L. discotdes , 
a. Gr. Stcrjcoetbrjs quoit-shaped, f. StV/ros Discus, 
quoit + -hSijs -form. In mod.F. discoide.] 

A. adj. 

1. Of the form of a quoit or disk, disk-shaped ;[ 
(more or less) flat and circular; in Cone hoi., used 
of spiral shells of which the whorls lie in one plane, j 

1830 Lindley Nat. Syst. Bot. xox Stigmas . . discoid and 
4-lobed. 1849 Murchison Siluria ix. 197 Discoid and 
angular univalves. 1854 Jones &. Siev. Pathol. Anat. 
(1874) 7 The red corpuscles are round discoid bodies, with 
two concave surfaces. j 

2. Bot. Of composite flowers : Having or con- 
sisting of, a disk only, with no ray, as in Tansy. 

1794 Martyn Rousseau's Bot . x. 102 Ray called them 
discoid flowers [Discoide#]. 1857 Henfrey Bot. § 131 Some 
capitula are wholly disccid, such as those of Groundsel, of 
Thistles, etc. 1870 Hooker Stud. Flora 184 Flowers all 
tubular (head discoid). 

B. sb. A body resembling a disk in shape, b. 
Conchol. See quot. 1846 and cf. A. 1. 

1828 Webster, Discoid \ something in form of a discus or 
disk. 1846 Worcester, Discoid (Conch.), a univalve shell 
of which the whorls are disposed vertically on the same 
plane so as to form a disk. 

Discoidal (diskordal), a. [f. as prec. + -al.] 
= Discoid. 

Discoidal segmentation of an ovum (Embry alt ) : segmen- 
tation producing or resulting in a disk-shaped mass of cells. 

1706 [see Discous]. 18x9 G. Samoueli.e Entomol. Com - 
pend. 148 Elytra., with some impressed discoidal punctures. 
1854 Woodward Mollusca, iv. (1856) 41 The discoidal 
planorbis sometimes becomes perforated by the removal of 
its inner whirls. 1869 Huxley Phys. iii. 67 By adding dense 
and weak solutions alternately, the [blood] corpuscles may 
be made to become successively spheroidal and discoidal. 

Discolitb. (di*sktflij>). Biol. [f. Disco- + -lith.] 
A kind of coccolith of the form of a flattened disk. 
(Cf. Cyatholith.) 

1875 Carpenter Mtcrosc. «$> Rev. § 367 Two distinct types 
are recognizable among the Coccoliths, which Prof. Huxley 
has designated respectively discolithsscad cyatholiihs. 1883 
J. H. Wright Sci. Dogmatism 8 This jelly [Bathybius] . . 
forming deposits thirty feet thick, with, .imbedded granules, 
coccoliths, discoliths [etc.]. 1883 Syd. Soc. Lex., Discolith , 
flattened or concavo-convex circular coccoliths found in the 
ooze brought up in deep-sea dredgings. 

Discolor (di'sktfbi, -kploi), a. Nat . Hist. [a. 
L. discolor , discolor-us not tbe same colour, varie- 
gated, f. dis-, Dis- i + color Colour ; the opposite 
of concolor. Cf. F. discolore in same sense.] 

a. Of different colours ; having one part of one 
colour and another of another, b. Of a different 
colour from some other (adjacent) part or organ. 

1866 in Treas. Bot. 1883 in Syd. Soc. Lex. 

Discolor, v . : see Discolour. 

Discolorat® (diskrrlar-, -hqrlor/t), a. [ad. 
medX. discolorat-us, pa. pple. of discolordre (Du 
Cange) to Discolour; cf. OF. descolori (Godef.).] 
Discoloured ; of different colours. 

In recent Diets. 

Discolorat® (disk»*br^t), v. rare. Also 7 
discolourate. [f. med.L. discolorat ppL stem f. 
discolordre : see prec.] trans. — Discolour v. i. 

1651 Biggs New Disp. 1* 234 [It] doth variously affect and 
perturb the bloud, and discolorate it. 1655 Fuller Ch. 
Hist. iii. vi. § 31 The Clergie complained, that . . the least 
mixture of Civil concernment in Religious matters so dis- 
colourated the Christian candor and purity thereof, that 
[etc.]. 1871 R. Ellis Catullus xi. 7 Fields the rich Nile 
discolorates, a seven-fold River abounding. 

Discoloration, discolouration (disktflsr-, 
-kplor<? i, j3n). [n. of action f. Discolorate v. ; cf. 
OF. discoloration (1495 in Godef.).] The action 
of discolouring, or condition of being discoloured ; 
alteration or loss of colour ; discolourment. 

1642 H. More Immort. Soul in. ii. 36 Pure light without 
discolouration. 1763 W. Lewis Commerce Phil. Techn. 38 
There is no other metallic body, so little susceptible of 
tarnish or discoloration, c 1870 J. G. Murphy Comm. Lep. 
xiii. 49 The sources of discoloration or decay in woven or 
leather fabrics. 1892 Stevenson A cross the Plains 44 With 
none of the litter and discoloration of human life. 

b. concr. A discoloured formation, marking, or 
patch ; a stain. ■ 

1684 Boyle Porousn. Anim. <$• Solid Bod. iii. 17 .Black' 
and blew Discolorations of the skin, that happen upon some 
. .contusions. 1842 Prichard Nat. Hist. Man 89 Brown 
discolorations are often found. x86© Maury Phys. Geogz 
Sea xviii. § 747 These discolourations are no doubt caused 
by organisms of the sea. 

Discoloriza’tion. rare. [f. *discolorke (f. 
Dis- 6 + Colorize) + -ation ; cf. colorization.] =» 
Discoloration, Discolourment. 

1851 Carlyle Sterling 1. iii. (1871) 17 The shadow of the 
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archway, the discolorisations of time on all the walls. 1893 
Daily News 21 Feb. 3/3 The discolourization and close tex- 
ture which was characteristic of the bread. 

Biscolorcms (disk» bras, -kf loros), a. [f. L. 
discolor , discolor-us (see above) + -ods.] *= Dis- 
color a . 

1882 Encycl. Brit XIV, 554 (Lichens) Usually they 
[apothecia] are discolorous, and may be black, brown, 
yellowish, or also less frequently rose-coloured, rusty- 
red, orange-reddish, saffron, or of various intermediate 
shades. 

Discolour, discolor (diskflloi),^. [In senses 
2, 2, ad. OF. descolorer, -coulourer, in nth c, dcs- 
culurer = Pr. and Sp. descolorar , It. and med.L. 
discolorare , Romanic deriv. f. dec-, dis- (Dis- 4) + 
L. co lor are to colour, taking the place of L. deco- 
lorare : see De- prof. 1 . 6, and cf. Decolour v. In 
sense 3, from L. discolor adj. : see Discolor.] 

1 . tram. To alter the proper or natural colour of; 
esp. to make of a duller, less pleasing, dingy, or 
unnatural colour ; to spoil the colour of, stain, 
tarnish. (Sometimes spec. To deprive of colour, 
render pale or faded.) 

c 1380 Sir Ferumb. 1079 Ac ys Fysage al discolourid was, 
for is blod was gon away. 138a Wyclif Song Sol. i. 5 
Wileth not beholden, that I be broun, for discoloured me 
hath the sunne. 1484 Caxton Chivalry 6 By the penaunce 
that he dayly made he was moche discolourd and lene. 
*599 Shaks. Hen.. V, m. vi. 171 If we be hundred, We shall 
your tawnie ground with your red blood Discolour. 1647 
Clarendon Contempt, Ps. Tracts (1727) 466 Herbs, which 
. .the first frost nips and discolours. 1794 Sullivan View 
Nat. I. 220 The sulphurous acid in the mephitic waters, 
which have the property of discolouring silver. 1842-5 
Browning The Glove Wks. 1889 V. 42 Does the mark yet 
discolour my cheek ? 1880 Geikie Phys. Geog ; iv % 289 After 
heavy rain even the clearest brook has its water discoloured 
by the earth it is carrying down. 

b. Jig. 

1599 Marston Sco. Villanie 1. iv. 189 Ingrain’d Habits, 
died with often dips, Are not so soone discoloured. 3626 
T. H[awkins] Caussin’s Holy Crt. 53 Friuolous employ- 
ments . . discolour the lustre, and honour of your name. 
a 1748 Watts (J.), Lest some beloved notion . . so prevail 
over your mind as to discolour all your ideas. 1881 Ste- 
venson Virg. Puerisqut 16 Some whimsy in the brain . . 
which discoloured all experience to its own shade. 

2 .intr. (for rejl.) To become discoloured or 
pale ; to lose or change colour. (Also Jig.) 

[1555-1598 See below, Discolouring.] 3641 J. Shute 
Sarah $ Hagar (1649) 29 Those . . that, having had good 
education and great estates left, discolour from the one and 
dissipate the other. 1654 Whitlock Zootomia 187 Such 
like imputations, seemingly black and dark, will discolour 
into Encomiums. 3883 Hardwick's Photogr. Chew. (ed. 
Taylor) 287 This Nitrate of Silver must., be very pure, else 
the developer will soon discolour. 

+ 3 . trans. To render of different colours; to 
adorn with various colours, to variegate. (Cf. 
Discoloured 3.) Obs. 

1656 Blount Glossogr., Discolor ..to make of divers 
colours. 1665 Sir T. Herbert Trav. (1677) 129 High 
Towers, .leaded in some part, in other part discoloured with 
gold and blue. 

f b. To render different in colour. Obs. rare. 
<23663 Fuller Worthies (1840) III. 88 Thereby it is dis- 
coloured from ox-beef that the buyer be not deceived. 
Hence Discolouring vbl. sb. and///, a. 

1555 Eden Decades 310 These colours . . from whyte 
they go to yelowe by discolourynge to browne and redde. 
1598 Florio, Scoloramento , a discolouring, a growing pale 
or sallowe. <23657 Lovelace Poems (1864) 161 Not that 
you feared the discoloring cold Might aichymize their silver 
into gold. 3670 J. Smith Eng. Improv. Reviv'd 197 It . . 
clears the. .sktn from spots and discolourings. 1741 Monro 
Anal. (ed. 3) 291 Swelling, Discolouring, or other Mark of 
Bruise. 1875 tr. Vogel s Chem. Light i. 3 This discolouring 
effect of light has been long turned to practical use in the 
bleaching of linen. 

Discolour, discolor, sb. Now rare. [f. 
Drs- 9 + Colour sb., after Discolour vi] The 
state of being discoloured; loss or change of 
colour ; discoloration, stain. 

1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. xix. viii. (1495) 868 Soden 
palenesse and dyscolour is a token of drede. 3664 Evelyn 
Sylva (1776) 459 The Jaundice in trees known by the Dis- 
colour of the leaves andbuds. 181a Examiner 7 Sept. 
563/2 The blue tinge of mildew.. will only tip with a slight 
discolour a part of the kernels. 2847 Bushnell Ckr. Hurt. 
iv. (1861) 102 No moral discolor. 

Discoloured, -ored (diskHoid), ppl. a. [f. 
Discolour v. + -ed L] 

1 . Altered from the proper or natural colour; 
deprived of colour, pale ; changed to a duller, 
dingier, or unnatural colour ; stained, tarnished. 
(Also figi) 

1393 Gower Conf. III. 339 The discoloured pale hewe Is 
now become a ruddy cheke. 1422 tr. Secreia Secret Priv. 
Priv. (E. E. T. S.) 234 Who-so hath the visage litill and 
streyte, yelowe and. discolourid, he is ful malicious. 3593 
Shaks. Lucr. 708 With lank and lean discolour’d cheek. 173a 
Pope Ep. Cobharn 34 A11 Manners take a tincture from our 
own ; Or come discolour’d thro’ our Passions shown. 1840 
F. D. Bennett Whaling Voy. II. 112 The green, or dis- 
coloured, water which marks the extent of D’ Agulhas 
Bank. 

b. Her. (See quot.) 

x6io Guillim Heraldry m. xii. (1611) 123 Fbure footed 
beasts, whether they be borne proper, or discoloured (that is 
to say varying from their natural! colour). 
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f 2 . Without colours, divested of colours. Obs. 
nonce-use. 

*599 B. Jonson Cynthia's Rev. v. ii, Amo. And you have 
still in your hat the former colours. Mer, You lie, sir, I have 
none : 1 have pulled them out. I meant to play discoloured. 

fS. Variously coloured; of different colours; 
variegated, particoloured, [from L. aiscolor , dis - 
colorusi] Obs. 

1471 Ripley Comp. Alch . iii.vui. in Ashm. (1652) 141 Wyth 
Flowers dyscoloryd bewtyosely to syght. 2595 Spenser 
Epithal. 51 Diapred lyke the discolored mead. « 3597 Peele 
David <$• Bethsabe (1599) 8 May that sweet plain . . Be still 
enamell’d with discolour'd flowers. 2660 F. Brooke tr. 
Le Blanc's Trav. 307 Beautifyed with columns of dis- 
colour’d marble. 

b. Differently coloured, the one from the other. 
1651 Cleveland Poems 25 Who askt the Banes ’twixt these 
discolour’d Mates ? 

Hence Disco louxeduess, the quality of being 
discoloured. 

1674 R. Godfrey Inj. <$• Ab. Physic 77 Losing that dis- 
colouredness which appeared in the Fever. 

Discolourment (disktrbiraent). [f. Dis- 
colour v. + -MENT.] The act of discolouring, or 
fact of being discoloured ; discoloration. 

2810 Bentham Packing (1821) 176 A picture which cannot 
be charged with hostile distortion or discolourment. 2839 
J. R. Danley Introd. Beaurn . 4 FI. Wks. I- 25 They had 
not his imagination to throw its splendid discolourment over 
all realities. 1859 Tennent Ceylon II. ix. v. 490 Accidents 
.. involving the damage of the coffee by sea-water, or its 
discolourment by damp. 

Discombrne, v. rare. [Dis- 6.] trans . To 
undo the combination of, to disjoin, disunite. (In 
quot. intr. for rejl. To become disunited.) 

x888 A. S. Wilson Lyric of Hopeless Love hi. 9 The parts 
can never discombine One essence which contain. 

Discomedusan : see Disco-, 
f Discomfect, ppl. a. } latinized by-form of Dis- 
comfit, discomfited. 

a 1529 Skelton Agst. Scottes 84 That late were discom- 
fect with battle marciall. 

Discomferd, obs. pa. pple. of Discomfort v. 
Bisco*mfis, -fish., v. Sc. F orms : Pa. pple. 
and pa. t. 5 discumfyst, 6 -fist, -feist, -comfeist, 
-fest, -confeist, 9 discomfisht. [A by-form of 
Discomfit v., a. OF. desconjis- present stem of 
desconjire (pr. pple. desconfisant , pr. subj. - confise ). 
In early use chiefly in pa. pple. and pa. t. discum - 
fist (cf. F. pret. il desconfist ) ; modern present 
tense discomfish , also Scomfish.] = Discomfit v. 

c 1470 Henry Wallace 1. 429 Ane that has discumfyst ws 
all. 1536 Bellenden Cron. Scot. (1821) I. p. xxvii, Discum- 
fist be thair ennimes. 1549 Compl. Scot. ix. 77 Gedeon, vitht 
thre hundretht men, discumfeist ane hundretht and tuenty 
thousant. 1553 Douglas’ Mneis x. xiv. 24 Ane man was 
brocht to ground And discomfest (MS. discumfyt] wyth sa 
grislie ane wound. 1570 Tragedie 264 in Satir. Poems 
Reform. (1890)90 Bot we the Langsyde hill befoir thame wan. 
And . . disconfeist thame. 2825-80 Jamieson, Discomfisht, 
overcome. 2894 Liberal x Dec. 72/1 Ye’re a puir feckless 
fushionless discomfisht body. 

Discomfit (disktf-mfit), v. Forms: Pa. pple. 
3 deskumfit, 4 deseonfit, -cumfit(e, -coumfit, 
-confet, 4-6 discumfit, -fyt, -comfit, -fyt, -con- 
fit (e, dyseumfyt, 5 dis-, dyscounfite, -comfyd, 
-fid. Pres . 4 discounfit, dyscumfy te, 4-6 discon- 
fit(e, -fyte, discomfite, -fyte, 5 dyscowmfytyn, 
5-6 dyscomfyt, 5- discomfit (6 -feit). [ME. des- 
confit, - cumfit, etc., a. OF. deseonfit , - cunfit, -cum- 
fit (:— L. type *disconfectus), pa. pple. of desconjire , 
mod.F. diconfire to discomfit late pop.L. dis- 
confich'e (Du Cange), f. dis- + L. conjicere to put 
together, frame, make ready, accomplish, complete, 
finish; also, to finish up, destroy, consume; f. Al- 
together + facere to do, put. In Romanic, con - 
Jicere, conjecture, retained the constructive sense, 
as in F . con/ire, Sp. conjeitar, while disconfictre , 
from Dis- 4, has that of 4 destroy, undo ’ (so Pr. 
desconfir , It. disconfiggere). The OF. deseonfit was 
first taken into Eng. in its proper sense as a parti- 
ciple, and used to form a passive voice, as ( he 
was deseonfit i.e. completely undone ; whence it 
was subsequently taken as the stem of a verb, des- 
confit-en. The pa. pple. (and pa. t.) continued to 
be disconfit (also - confid ) till end of 15th, and 
occasionally till end of 16 th c., but discomfited from 
the verb is found from 15th. For the Sc. form, see 
prec.] 

1 . trans. To undo in battle; to defeat or over- 
throw completely ; to beat, to rout. 

a 1225 A ncr. R. 250 J>eo ne muwen beon deskumfit ne ouer- 
kumen, o none wise, a 2300 Cursor M. 7799 (Cott.) pai er 
discumfit IGfftt. scumphitedl wit pair fas, Saul es slan and 
ionathas. 2303 R. Brunnb Handl. Synne 4986 pey ordey- 
nede hem . . Ajens J?e Phylystynes for to go, And hem dys- 
cumfyte and slo. c 2330 — Chron. Wace (Rolls) 1003 
Schamely . . ar we deseonfit ! a 1375 Joseph A rim. 6x Ana 
pel discounfitede him han and scapet ful ofte. 2393 Langl. 
P.PI.C. 1. 208 pei were disconfit in bataille. c 1400 Maundev. 
(Roxb.) xiii. 55 Gedeon and ccc. men with him discoumfit 
three kynges. c 1440 Promp. Parv . 222/2 Dyscowmfytyn, 
confuto, superoy vinco. c 1450 St. Cutkbert (Surtees) 5900 
pai wer all discomfyd. 2548 Hall Chron. % Edw. IV y 204 b, 
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Hys pien ... which wer in maner disconfit, and redy ,to flye. 
1587 Mirr. Mag. y Brennus viii, In the ende I was discomfit 
there. 1596 Shaks. x Pten. IV y in. ii. 114 Thrice hath this 
Hotspur Mars in swathing Clothes . . Discomfited great 
Dowglas, 1678 Wanley Wond. Lit. W or id v. i. § 78. 466/2 
He went after to the Holy Land, where he discomfited the 
Turks in three great Battels. 1792 A need. W . Pitt 1. 305 Her 
[France’s] arms had been discomfited in every quarter. 
2852 Miss Yonge Camtos II. ii. 20 ‘Come, and we shall dis- 
comfit them!’ , , , 

fg. 1651 Biggs New Disp. F281 Farre lesse able, .to dis- 
comfit, overcome, and expeil diseases. 

2 . gen . a. To defeat or overthrow the plans or 
purposes of; to thwart, foil. b. To throw into 
perplexity, confusion, or dejection ; to cast down 
utterly ; to disconcert. 

1375 Barbour Bruce in. 197 And fra the hart be discumfyt, 
The body is nocht worth a myt. c 1400 Ywaine 4 Gaw. 1349 
A sari man than was Sir Kay.. Al descumfite he lay on 
grownde. 2530 Palsgr. 518/1, 1 discomfyte, I put one out 
of comforte, .je desconfys, 1596 Shaks. Ta)ti. Shr. 11. 1. 164 
Wei go with me, and be not so discomfited. 1639 Fuller 
Holy War 1. xvxi. (1647) 26 Many secretly stole away, whereat 
the rest were no whit discomfited. x66o Sharrock Vegetables 
149 Not impeded by those wants that usually discomfit 
private persons in such enquiries. 1848 Dickens Dombey i, 
Dombey was quite discomfited by the question. 1872 Black 
Adv. Phaeton ix. 132 Bell, conscious of past backslidings, 
seemed rather discomfited. 

j* c. To frustrate or defeat of. Obs . rare. 

1548 Hall Chron. y Hen. VI (1809) 155 The Capitain dis- 
comfited of al releve and succour rendered the fortresse. 

Hence Disco'znfited ppl. a . ; Disco mfiting vbl. 
sb., discomfiture. 

c 1386 Chaucer Knits T. 1861 Ne ther was holden no dis- 
confityngeBut as ajustes or a turneiynge. 3535 Coverdale 
1 Macc. iv. 35 Lysias seynge the discomfetynge of his men 
and the manlynesse of the lewes. 2603 Knolles H ist. T urks 
(1638) 270 The rest of his discomfited army flying headlong 
back again to Constantinople. 1877 Mrs. Oliphant Makers 
Flor . 255 The shamed and discomfited ambassadors . .went 
hastily away. 

t Discoumfit, sb. Obs. [f. Discomfit v.] The 
act of discomfiting, or fact of being discomfited ; 
undoing, defeat, rout, discomfiture. 

2422 tr. Secreta Secret Priv. Priv. (E.E T.S.) 216 The 
Sterrys makyth many mewyngys in the coragis of mene, and 
of that comyth .. victories, and dyscomfites. c 1425 Engl. 
Conq. Irel. (E.E.T.S.) 30 The other weneden that thay de- 
parted yn dyscomfyte. 1593 Shaks. 2 Hen, VI, v. ii. 86 
Vncureable discomfite Reignes in the hearts of all. 1672 
Milton Samson 469 Dagon must stoop, and shall e’re long 
receive Such a discomfit, as shall quite despoil him Of aU 
these boasted Trophies won on me. 2834 Medwin A ngler 
in Wales II. 324 Twere slight to boast The foul discomfit 
of that felon-host. 

Discomfit, obs. pa. pple. of Discomfit v. 

See in the verb, 

Bisco mfiter. Also 6 Sc. discomfatoiir. 


[In early use a. OF. desconjitour (in Godef.) ; in 
later, f. Discomfit v. + -er >.] One who or that 
which discomfits. 

1528 Lyndesay Dreme 569 The Martyris war as nobyll 
stalwart Knychtis, — Discomfatouris of creuell battellis thre, 
The flesche, the warld, the feind. 2820 Milman Fall Jem * 
salem ( 1821) 89 What birth So meet and fitting for the great 
Discomfiter ? 1886 Sat. Rev. 24 Apr. 571/1 The discomfiter 
of Mr. Chamberlain. 

Discomfiture (diskzrmfitiui). Forms: 4d.es- 
confiture, 5 -comfiture, 4- dis-. See also the 
shortened Scomfiture. [a. OF. desconfiture rout, 
defeat (12th c. in Hatz -Darm.), F. diconfiiure,— 
Pr. descofitura , Olt. sconfittura, med.L. disconfec- 
tura , f. disconficere to rout, overthrow (Du Cange) : 
see Discomfit and -ure.] The action of discom- 
fiting, or fact of being discomfited. 

1 . Complete defeat in battle, overthrow, rout. 

c 1330 R. Brunne Chron. Wace (Rolls) 24222 Moddred ne 
myghte in bataille dure But euere was at desconfiture. c 1400 
Maundev. (Roxb.) xiii. 56 When he come fra j?e descomfiture 
of his enmys. 1489 Caxton Faytesoj A. 1. viii, 20 After the 
desconfiture Hanybal dyde doo serene the felde. 1560 Rol- 
land Crt , Venus 11. 234 Of Italie siclik disconfeitour. 2591 
Shaks. i Hen. VI, i, I. 59 Sad tidings bring I . .'Of losse, of 
slaughter, and discomfiture. 1777 Robertson Hist. Amer, 
(1778) II. v. 84 A few days after the discomfiture of Narvaez, 
a courier arrived. 1849 Macaulay Hist. Eng. I. 561 What 
army commanded by a debating club ever escaped discom- 
fiture and disgrace ? 

2. gen. a. Defeat, overthrow, or frustration of 
plans or hopes; utter disappointment, b. Com- 
plete disconcertment or putting to confusion. 

c 1374 Chaucer Anel. $ A rc. 326 For in this worlde ny» 
Creature Wakynge in moore discumfiture pane I. 2513 
Bradshaw St. Werburge 1. 2240 Yet after all heuynesse, 
penaunce, and dysconfyture, She reioysed in soule. 1675 A rt 
Contentm. x. v. 231 That accursed thing which has caused 
our discomfeiture. 1828 Life Planter Jamaica 79 To rely 
upon promises .. would end in regret and discomfiture. 
1885 Dunckley in Manch. Exam. 23 Mar. 6/1 A ripple of 
laughter follows the discomfiture of his questioner. 

1 3 . Physical damage or injury. Obs. rare. 

2599 H. Buttes Dyets drie Dinner A a iij b, If thy lungs 
have tame discomfiture By slie assault of Rume. 

Discomfort (disk^’mfoith sb. Forms: see 
Comfort. [ME. disconfort , a. OF. desconfort 
(12th c. in Littre), mod.K dtconfort , vbl. sb. from 
desconforter to Discomfort. Cf. also Dis- 9.] 

f 1 . Undoing or loss of courage ; discouragement, 
disheartening. Obs. 

X375 Barbour Bruce xl 488 Oftsiss of ane vord may riss 


DISCOMFORT. 

Discomfort and tynsall with-all. c X470 Henry Wallace x. 
168 The tothir Scotds. . For disconford to leiff the feild was 
boun. 1496 Dives # Paup. ( W. de W. ) vi. xviii. 264/1 More 
dyscomforte it is to an cost yf they see theyr chefteyne flee 
..and more comfort to the enmyes. 1512 Act 4 Hen . VI II, 
c. 20 § 2 To the great discomforte and fere of your true 
officers. i5Si Crowley Pleas, <$- Payne 81 Wyth spytefuil 
wordis of disconforte. 

f 2 . Absence or deprivation of comfort or glad- 
ness ; desolation, distress, grief, sorrow, annoyance. 
Obs. (exc. as in 3'i. 

1382 Wyclif Matt, xxiv. 15 The abhomynacioun of dis- 
comfort, that is seid of Daniel, the prophete. 1413 Piigr. 
Sawle Caxton 1483' 1. iii. 4 This grysely ghoost also bygan 
to cryen, wherof I was fill gretely annoyed and in ful hyghe 
discomfort. 1329 More Com/, agst. Trib. 1. Wks. 1144/1 So 
is the discomfort of that persone desperate, that desyreth 
not his owne coumforte. 1377 B. Googe PI eresbaclis I Push. 
111. (1586) 150 For swine . . eate not onely their owne, but 
yoong children. -to the pittiful discomfort of the parent. 
1606 Shaks. Ant. <$* Cl. iv. iii. 34 What meane you (Sir) To 
glue them this discomfort ? Looke they weepe. <3:1716 South 
(J.), In solitude there is not only discomfort but weakness 
also. 1847 Longf. Ev. ii. i. 68 Thus did that poor soul 
wander in want and in cheerless discomfort. 

fb. with pi. Something that causes distress; 
a trouble, grief. Obs. or arch. (exc. as in 3 b). 

c 1386 Chaucer Frankl. T. 168 Here freendes sawe that 
it was no disport To romen by the see but disconfort. 1536 
Wriothesley Chron. (1875) I. 33 Which was a great dis- 
compfort to all this realme._ 1562 I. S. ifitle\ Truth tried : 
very comfortable to the faithful, but a discomfort to the 
enemies of God. 1839 Tennyson Elaine 1066 This discom- 
fort he hath done the house. 

3 . Now in weakened sense: The condition of 
being uncomfortable ; uneasiness (of mind or 
body) : cf. Comfort sb. 6 , Comfortable a. 7, 10. 

1841 Lane Arab. Nis. I. 85, I will cure thee without any 
discomfort to thy person. 1842 A. Combe Physiol. Digest ioji 
(ed. 4) 205_ The great discomfort which attends the subse- 
quent indigestion of a heavy dinner. 1853 Macaulay Hist. 
Eng. III. 235 The Scots . . began to find that independence 
had its discomfort as well as its dignity. 1862 Sir B. Brodie 
Psychol. Inq. III. iv. 126 The excitement produced by the 
cigar is followed by a feeling of discomfort. 

b. with pi. Something that makes one uncom- 
fortable; an inconvenience, hardship. (Cf. Com- 
fort sb. 7.) 

1841 James Brigandx, The inconveniences and discomforts 
which those beautiful days of the south sometimes bring. 
1849 Macaulay PJist. Eng. II. 485 The troops who had gone 
on shore had many discomforts^ to endure. 1885 E. Garrett 
At Any Cost i. 19 Mrs. Sinclair was one of those who in- 
stinctively avoid all avoidable discomforts. 

Formerly, like the vb., confused with Discom- 
fit sb. 

1589 Puttenham Eng. Poesie I. xxiv. (Arb.) 62 Ouerthrowes 
and discomforts in battell. 

Discomfort (diskzrmfoit), v. Also 4-6 dys-, 
-con- : see Comfort. [ME. discomfort , descon- 
fort , a. OF. desconfort-er (12th c. in Littre), mod. 

F. dPtonforter , f. des-, Dis- 4 + conforter Comfort 
v . ; cf. It. disconfortarei] 

+ 1 . trans, T o deprive of courage or strength of 
mind ; to discourage, dishearten, dismay. Ohs. 

<r:mo R. Brunne Chron. (1810) 70 Discomfort no J>mg be, 
so faire happe neuer J?o u fond, c 1340 Cursor M. 15543 
(Fairf.) Loke 3e -ju disconfort [earlier texts mistnay] no^t. 
*503-4 eict 19 Hen. VI/, c. 28 Preamb., The seid sueters. . 
were . . disconforted & in dispayre of expedicion of ther 
suetes. 1606 Shaks. Tr. $ Cr. v. x. 10 My Lord, you doe 
discomfort all the Hoste. <2x677 Manton True Circum- 
cision Wks. 1871 II. 39 The mind . . which Js naturally dis- 
comforted and weakened . . is mightely revived and encour- 
aged with these glad tidings. 1706 Phillips (ed. Kersey), 
Discomfort . .to afflict, cast down, or put out of Heart. 

f 2 . To deprive of comfort or gladness; to 
distress, grieve, sadden ; to render disconsolate or 
sorrowful. Obs. or arch. (exc. as in 3). 

14x3 Piigr, Sowle (Caxton 1483) 1. iii. 4 The syght of some 
thynges that I sawe gladyd moche my herte and the syght 
of somme other thynges dyscomfortyd me hugely, c 1489 
Caxton Sonnes of Ay man xxviii. 590 Ye doo not well for to 
make soo grete sorowe, nor to discomforte yourself so moche 
as ye doo. <2x533 Ld. Berners Huon xlvii. 159 She was 
ryght sorowful 1 and sore dyscomfortyd. 1698 N orris Pract. 
Disc. IV. 109 Is not every Man concern’d to provide that 
neither the Desire of Life may imbitter his Death, nor the 
Fear of Death discomfort his Life? 1843 T. W. Coir 
Puritanism 386 The man who went to discomfort Abp. 
Laud in his imprisonment. 1882 Rossetti Ball. <§> Bonn,, 
Rose Mary , Long it was ere she raised her head And rose 
up all discomforted. 

f b. intr. (for ref.) To distress oneself, grieve. 
Obs. rare. 

*554-9 in Songs 4 Ball., Philip 4 Mary (i860) 3 O why 
shold we be.. sad? Or for to dyscomfort what thyng shold 
us compell ? ■ 

3 . Now in weakened sense : To make uncom- 
fortable or uneasy (mentally or physically). 

1856 Ruskin Mod. Paint. IV. v. xix. § 27 He is careless. . 
nor feels discomforted, though his walls should be full of 
fissures like the rocks. 1859 Thackeray Virgin. (x8jg) I. 296 
Mr. Wolfe looked very much discomforted. 1893 Q. [Couch] 
Delectable Duchy 37 The Registrar, . was discomforted by a 
pair of tight boots. Mod. Does the want of the cushion 
discomfort you? 

Formerly often confused with or used for Dis- 
comfit v., q.v. 

^ 1382 Wyclif Matt. xii. 25 Eche kyngdam departid a^eins 
hym self, shal be desolat, or discounfortid. 1483 Caxton 

G. de la Tour L iij, He allone discomforted and ouercame 
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thre thousand persones. 1396 J. Norden Progr. Pietie 
(1847) *°2 When the wicked shall fall and be utterly dis- 
comforted. 1603 Knolles H ist. Turks \ 1638) 288 The T urks 
discomforted with the inuincible courage of these old soldiers 
. .betooke themselues to flight. 1628 Crt . <$• Times Chas. / 
(1848) I. 410 The news .. almost discomforted our hopes. 

Hence Disco -mforted ppl. a., Disco mforting' 
vbl. sb. and ppl. a . ; Disco mfortedly, Disco'm- 
fortingly advs. 

*29 7 R* Glouc. (1724^ 212 J>o J>e Romeyns were wyk out 
chef, dyscomforted hii were. 1375 Barbour Bruce iii. 193 F or 
throw mekill disconforting Men fallis off into disparyng. 
c 1400 Melayne 240 The Sarazen slewe oure cristyn knyghte, 
It was dyscomforthynge. 1556 A nrelio <$* I sab. (160S) L ij, 
The bitter teares of the disconfortede Quene. 1787 William 
of Normandy I. 114 Amid the unavailing sorrows of a now 
discomforted people. 1837 Sir F. Palgrave Norm. <$* Eng. 

II. 418 A most discomforting knowledge of the conse- 
quences which had ensued. 1873 Miss Broughton Nancy 

III. 64, I snubbedly and discomfortedly put them hr my 
own breast. 1891 G. Meredith One of our Conq. II. i. 13 
Involuntarily, discomfortingly. 

Discomfortable (disktrmfaitab’l), a. [a. OF. 
desconfortable (in Godef.), f. desconforter : see Dis- 
comfort v. and Comfortable.] 

1 . Causing discouragement, distress, grief, or 
annoyance ; destroying, or tending to destroy, 
comfort or happiness. Obs. or arch. (exc. as in 2). 

1413 Piigr. Sowle (Caxton 1483) iv. xx. 68 Notbyng agre- 
able . hit is to me but ful discomfortable. 1333 Coverdale 
Ecchts. xviii. 15 Speake no discomfortable wordes. a 1572 
Knox Hist . Ref. Wks. (1846) I. 375 We hard nothing of 
him hot threatmng and disconfortable wordis. 1393 Shaks. 
Rick. II, m. ii. 36 Discomfortable cousin I knowest thou not, 
[etc.]. 1600 Hakluyt Voy. (1810) III. 349 As ioyfull to me, 
as discomfortable to them. 1633 Digges Compl. Ambass. 
374 She said she would write a few words to you . .which I 
prayed her might not be discomfortable. 1846 Trench 
Mirac. xxiii. (1862) 345 He breaks the silence .. but it is 
with an answer more discomfortable than was even the 
silence itself. x8qx Sat. Rev. 14 Nov. 543/x Lord Salisbury’s 
perhaps discomfortable remarks. 

fb. Marked by absence of comfort or happi- 
ness ; comfortless, miserable, Obs. 

1529 More Comf. agst. Trib. n. Wks. 1180/1 The nygbt 
is, of the nature self, clyscomfortable & ful of feare. 1586 
Bright Melanch. xvii. 103 The body thus possessed with 
the discomfortable darknes of melancbolie. 1622 Donne 
Serm. cxix. V. 117 Though it be the. discomfortablest thing 
in the world, not to have known Christ. 

2 . Wanting in material comfort or convenience; 
causing physical discomfort or uneasiness; posi- 
tively uncomfortable, comfortless. 

1607 Dekker Nortkw. Hoe 1. Wks. 1873 III. 27 Lodge me 
in some discomfortable vault Where neither Sun nor Moone 
may touch my sight. 1614 Raleigh Hist. World it. 224 
Neither could Moses forget the length of the way through 
those discomfortable Desarts. 1854 Hawthorne Eng. Note 
Bks. (1883)11. 208 Of all discomfortable places, I am in- 
clined to reckon Aldershott Camp the most so. 1888 Steven- 
son in Scribner's Mag. Feb. 254 Pacing to and fro in his 
discomfortable house. 

3 . Characterized by, or in a state of, discomfort 
or uneasiness ; uncomfortable, uneasy. 

1844 Kinglake Eothen (1847) 157, I never saw . . in the 
most horridly stuffy ball room such a discomfortable collec- 
tion of human beings. 

f 4 . Not to be comforted ; disconsolate, inconsol- 
able. Obs. rare. 

*535 Coverdale Tobit x. 4 She wepte with discomfortable 
teares. [Wycl., vnremediable teris.] 

Hence Disco -mfortahleaiess ; Disco'snfortably 
adv. 

1380 Sidney A rcadia (1622) 317 A death where the maner 
could bee no comfort to the discomfortablenesse of the 
matter. 1585 Abp. Sandys Serm . (18*41) 369 Weary of the 
discomfortableness of the night. 1619 W.^ Sclater Exp. 
1 Thess. (1630) 435 Thy conscience must . . inferre the con- 
clusion discomfortably. 1633 J* Bamffeild in Nicholas 
Papers (Camden) II. 29 [They] speake very discomfortably 
of it. 1873 Miss Broughton Nancy III. 105 ‘ How can 
I te l V reply I, discomfortably. 

Disco*mforter . [f. Discomfort v. + -er 1 . 

Cf. OF. desconforieuri\ One who discomforts, 
discourages, or distresses. 

1628 Earle Microcosm Plodding Student (Arb. > 72 Hee 
is a great discomforter of young Students. 1633 Bogan 
Mirth Chr. Life 80 Thus will Christians comfort themselves, 
let their discomforters say what they will. 

t Disco'mforture. Obs. rare. [f. Discom- 
fort v. : cf. discomfiture .] Discomfort, distress. 

*539 Primer in Priv. Prayers (1S51) 92 My heart is almost 
like to brast, so great is my discomforture. 

Discommend (disk^memd), v. [f. Dis- 6 + 
Commend : cf. OF. descommander (13th e. in 
Hatz.-Darm.').] 

1 . trans . To find fault with, express disapproba- 
tion of : the opposite of Commend (sense 3). 

1494 Fabyan Chron. vi. clvi. 145 In hym was no thynge to 
be dyscommendyd, but that he helde his doughter so longe 
vnmaryed. 1309 Barclay Shyp Eolys U570) 122, I shall 
, . Lawde iust and good, and the euill discommende._ 1337 
North tr. Gueuara's Diall of Princes 90 a/2, I do discom- 
mend, that the women should goe gadding a broade in 
visitacion. a 1639 W. Whateley Prototypes 1. iv. (1640) 31 
The Lord bids men goe and learne of the Pismire, and 
discommends idlenesse. 2676 Shadwell Virtuoso iv, I can- 
not abide the sight of her since she discommended thee, my 
dear, i860 Patmore Faithful for ever 1. 49 Who else shall 
discommend her choice ? 

absol. 1632 Brome Novella m. Wks. 1873 I. 136 It is 
the chapmans rule to discommend. 1737 Stackhouse H tst. 


Bible (1767) IV. vh. iv. 519 The author neither commends 
nor discommends, . 

2 . To speak of dissuasively ; the opposite of Re- 
commend (cf. Commend 2). 

1533 Elyot Cast. Helthe n. vii ; 23 The juyce of oranges 
eaten with Sugar in a hotte fever is not to be dyscommended. 
1621 Burton Anat. Mel. 1. ii. 11. i, Savanarola discommends 
Goats flesh. 2879 Macfarren Counterp. (ed. 2) iii. 7 Their 
use. .is discommended to students. 

3 . To cause (anything) to be unfavourably viewed 
or received. ? Obs. 

1579 Lyly Euphucs (Arb.) 23T The manners of the childe 
at the first are to be looked to that nothing discommend the 
minde. a 1659 Bogan in Spurgeon Treas. Dav. Ps. xxiii. x 
Only privative defects discommend a thing. 

Hence Discoxmne'nded ppl. a. ; Biscommemd- 
ing- vbl. sb. and ppl. a. ; also Biscomme'nder, one 
who discommends, 

1544 Bale Chron. Sir % Oldcastell in Harl. Misc. (Malh.) 
1. 249 Wyth no small discommendings of some princes. *586 
A. Day Eng. Secretary 1. (1625) 128 To the intent hee may 
. . be instructed in the vilenesse and discommended parts of 
the same. i6xx Cotgr., Vitupereur, a dispraiser, discom- 
mender. 1678 Dryden All for Love Pref., No part of a 
poem is worth our discommending, where the whole is insipid. 
1702 S. Parker tr. X?<? Finibus 192 Having something in 
them Discommending and Unacceptable. 1755^ Johnson, 
Discommender, one that discommends ; a dispraiser. 

Discommendable (disk^me-ndabT), a. [f. 
prec. + -able.] 

1 . To be discommended ; worthy of censure, 

1527 Andrew Brunswyke's Distyll. Waters Prol., It is 
not dyscomendable for a man of more base lernynge to put 
to his helping hande. 1583 Stubbks Anat. Abuses 1. To 
Rdr. p. xii, It is an exercise altogether discommendable and 
vnlawfull. 1650 Bulwer Anthropomet. sox Splendid apparel, 
counterfeit crisped haire is more discommendable then the 
nakednesse of these Barbarians. 27x1 W. King tr. Naude's 
Ref. Politics ii. 62 An act very discommendable and shame- 
ful. _ 1737 Stackhouse Hist. Bible (1767) IV. vn. iv. 517 The 
motives, .are not discommendable. 1833 Lamb Elia Ser. 11. 
Poor Rel.,ln a vein of no discommendable vanity. 

f 2 . Not to be recommended ; to be represented 
dissuasively. Obs . 

*533 Elyot Cast. Helthe > n. xiii. ,(1539) 3*k, To them, 
whiche use moche exercise, it is not discommendable. 1655 
Moufet & Bennf.t Health ! s Improv. (1746) 329 Rice is . . 
discommendable only in that it is over-binding. 1684 tr. 
Bonet's Merc. Compit, xviii. 644 The eating of Flesh is not 
discommendable, especially of Animals. 

Hence f Biscomaxxe*ndableaess ; + Discom- 

me'ndably adv. Obs . 

1656 W. D. tr. Comenius * Gate Lat. Uni. § 663 Those 
that do discommendably, reprove, rebuke, slight them. 1727 
Bailey vol. II, Discommendableness , undeservingness of 
commendation. 

Discommendation (disk^mend^-Jon). [n, 
of action from Discommend v .] The action of 
discommending ; dispraise. 

*373 Abp. Parker Corr. 427 In whose discommendation 
. . your honour once did write to me. 1599 Breton Scholler 
Sr Souldiour 25 Oh good Sirl speake not so in Discommen- 
dation of a Scholler. 1754 Richardson Grandison (2781) 
VI. lvi. 374, I had much rather have been in the company 
. . than grubbing pens in my closet and all to get nothing but 
discommendation. 1837 Carlyle Mirabeau Misc. Ess. (1888) 
V. 232 Let him come, under what discommendation he 
might, into any circle of men. 

b. (with a and pi.) A special instance of this. 
2580 Lupton Sivqila 98 Truely the crab is a discommen- 
dation to the Peare tree that bare it. 1677 Gilpin Daemonol. 
(1867) **7 That rebuke, ‘ Mary hath chosen the better part/ 
is only a comparative discommendation. 1841 L. Hunt 
Seer ii. (1864) 55 [We] hereby present the critics . . with our 
hearty discommendations. 


t Biscommi*ssion s v . Obs. [f. Dis- 7 + Com- 
mission jA] trans. To deprive of a commission. 

1622 Crt. f Times fas. / (1849) IL 287 All justices are 
like to be discommissioned shortly, and a new choice made. 
1641 Laud Hist. Acc. Chancellorship 142 (L.), I shall , . 
proceed to discommission your printer and suppress his 
press. 1639 Milton Rupt. Commie. Wks. (2851) 401 For 
discommissioning nine great Officers in the Army. 

Diseommittee : see Dis- 7 . 

+ Bisco*mmodable, a. Obs. rare [f. F. 
discommoder to inconvenience, Discommodate + 
-able.] Disagreeable, annoying. 

*579 Twyne Phisicke agst. Fort. 1. xxii. 29 a. The smel of 
womens oyntmentes is more discommodable then the odour 
of flowres. 

t Bisco*mmodate, v . Obs. [f. Dis- 6 + Com- 
modate v., after obs. F. discommod-er (Cotgr.).] 
trans. To put to inconvenience ; to disturb, trou- 
ble ; « next. Hence + Disco’mmo dated///, a. 

i6xo Crt. fy Times fas. I (1849) L x 19 After the sending 
away her stuff, which, .will much discommodate her. 1620 
Wotton in Reliq. Wotton. (1672) 533 None . . shall . . dis- 
commodate, pillage . . or trouble one another, c 2645 Howell 
Lett. 1. 11. xy. These Wars did so drain and discommodate 
the King of Spain. *649 CroMwell Let. 13 Aug. (Carlyle), 
Sir, I desire you not to discommodate yourself because of 
the money due to me. 

Discommode (disk/m<?»*d), [f. Dis- 6 + 

Commode v. t after obs. F. discommoder ; see prec.] 
trans. To put to inconvenience or trouble; to 
incommode, inconvenience. 

1721 Bailey, Discommode, to incommode. 1733 L. M. 
tr. Du Boscq's Accomplish d Woman II. 127 For fear of 
discommoding his curls. 18x8 Scott Hrt. Midi. 1 , It could 
not discommode you to receive any of his Grace’s visiters 
or mine. 1830 Galt Lawrie T. iii. i. (1849) 84 Finding 
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herself and the younger children discommoded in the boat. 
1885 Child Ballads m, Ixxviii. 235/2 The hero comes out 
of his mound . . to tell her how she discommodes him., 
every [tear] drop pierces, cold and bloody, to his breast. 
Hence Discommo'ded ppl. a., inconvenienced. 
T8z8 in Webster. 1880 Daily Tel. 30 Apr., Half- 
smothered ejaculations of discommoded men. 
f Diseommo diate, v. Obs. rare . [f. Dis- 6 

+ CoMMODiATE, used 'by the same author.] =prec. 
1654 Earl Monm. tr. Beniwoglio's IVarrs of Flanders 59 
To have fought the Enemy by discommodiating them. 

t Biscommo*.dious, a- Ohs, [f. Dis-io + 
Commodious.] Causing trouble or inconvenience ; 
inconvenient ; disadvantageous, troublesome. 

1540 Act 32 Hen. VIII, c. 44 The. .distaunce of the towne 
from the parisi le churches . . is veraie discommodious. 1577 
B. Googe Hercsback's Hztsb. iv. (1586) 179 b, The fixed, or 
standing Hives, bee discommodious, as which you can 
neither sell, nor remoove. 1601 R. Johnson: Kingd. <$• 
Comrnw. (1603) 141 So discommodious is gluttonie to the 
proceedings of the Christians. 1645 Milton Te track. (1851) 
154 A manage. , totally discommodious, distastfull, dishonest 
and pernicious to him. 1668 Wilkins Real Char. 29. 
b. as sb. — Discommodious quality, rare. 

1583 B. Googe Let. in ISf. <§• Q. Ser. in. III. 242, I can 
verry well away wyth the dyscomodious off the contrey. 

+ Biscommo'&ionsly, adv. [f. prec. + -ly 2.] 
Inconveniently. 

1633 T. James Voy. 69 They had laine very discommodi- 
ously all the winter. 1638 Mayne Lucan (1664) 81 Having 
..discommodiously washt. 

t Biscommo'diomssiess. Ohs. [f. as prec. 
+ -ness.} Discommodious quality ; unsuitability, 
inconvenience ; a disadvantage. 

1380 North Plutarch (1676' 24 The discommodiousness of 
the place, where was neither ground, .to fly, nor yet any 
space for any long chace. 1637 Sanderson Serin. II. 90 We 
. . begin to find those discommodiousnessesand incumbrances 
which before we never thought of. 1675 Ogilby Brit. 186 
The Discommodiousness of the Harbor is a great Occasion 
of its not being well-frequented. 

Discommodity (disk^-diti). [f. Dis- 9 + 

Commodity.] 

1 . The quality of being discommodious ; unsuit- 
ableness, inconvenience, disadvantageousness. 

1513 More R ich.UI in Grafton Ckron . (1568) II. 798 He had 
declared the discommoditie of discord, and the commoditie 
of concord. 1577 B. Googe Heresback's Hush. hi. (1586) 
147b, Of the discommoditie of Essex Cheese, our .. John 
H ay wood . . meerily writeth. 1603 Knolles Hist. Turkes 
{1621) 1335 Nassuf excused himself., by reason of the dis- 
commoditie of his health, a 1718 Penn Tracts Wks, 1726 
I. 688 The Reason of the Alteration of the Law, ought to 
he the Discommodity of continuing it. 1829 Lamb Lett. 
(1888) 224 You go about, in rain or fine, at all hours, without 
discommodity. 

2 . (with a and pi) A disadvantage, inconveni- 
ence, trouble. 

153* Elyot Gov. ii. vi, These discommodities do happen 
by implacable wrath. 1652-63 Heylin Cosmogr. 11. (1682) 
138 Patiently enduring all Discommodities of Cold, Rain, 
and Hunger. 166a Petty Taxes 35 It would be a great 
discommodity to the Prince to take more then he needs. 
1690 W, Walker Idiomat . Anglo- Lat. 476 , 1 have thought 
of all the discommodities that may come unto me. 

b. cotter. 

1879 Jevons Pol. Eton. iii. (1888) 58 As the noun commo- 
dities has been used . . as a concrete term, so we may now- 
convert discommodity into a concrete term, and speak of 
discommodities as substances or things which possess the 
quality of causing inconvenience or harm- 
Discommon (diskp*inon), v. [f. Dis- 7, 8 -t* 
Common sb. and a . : cf. also Common vl\ 

+ 1 . trans. To cut off from the membership of a 
community; spec. a. to deprive of citizenship, dis- 
franchise; b. to exclude from church fellowship, 
excommunicate. Obs. 

1478 in Eng. Gilds (1870) 303 In opyn Court, the Mayer 
and baylleffes . . declared the said persones nott discomened 
nor disfraunchesid. 1588 Bp. Andrewes Ninety-six Sermons 
(1843) V. 41 Every man doeth what in him lieth to discommon 
communities, a. 1600 Hooker Eccl. Pol. vm. Wks, 1845 II. 
491 What though a man being severed by excommunica- 
tion from the Church, he not thereby deprived of freedom 
in the city; nor being there discommoned, is thereby forth- 
with. .excluded from the Church? 1650-3 tr. Haled Dissert, 
de Pace in Phenix . (1708} II. 382 We also ought to know the 
causes why we discommon any of the Citizens in that 
. . Commonwealth, a 1655 Vines Lord's Snfp. (1677) 230 
Ground to discommon, or dis-franchize a reputed member. 

c. fig. To exclude, banish. 

*586 Praise of Mus. 77 By a commission onely of Sic 
volumus, Sic iuberrius, to discommon that which is the 
principal! [music]. 

2 . In the Universities of Oxford and Cambridge : 
To deprive (a tradesman) of the privilege of deal- 
ing with the undergraduates. 

1530 in W. H. Turner Select. Rec. Oxford 80 The hedds 
of the Unyversite . . dyscoumenyd hym, and commaunded 
all the mansebylls, cooks, and all others of the Unyversite 
that they shulde nother bye nor sell w 6 hym. 1655 Fuller 
Ch. Hist. iii. vi. § 39 A civil penalty (equivalent to the Uni- 
versities discommoning a Townsman in Cambridg). 1762 
Genii. Mag. 91 An action depending in the vice-chancellor’s 
court at Oxford against a tradesman of.that place was de- 
termined, when the defendant was puhlickly discommoned. 
1864 J. H. Newman Apol. 173 , 1 had been posted up by the 
marshal on the buttery hatch of every College of my Uni- 
versity, after the manner of discommoned pastry-cooks, 
b. To deprive of commons ; - Discommons 1. 
1825 C. M. Westmacott Eng. Spy I. 167, I was instantly 
expelled college, discommoned. 


3 . a. To deprive of the right of common ; to 
exclude from pasturing on a common : see Common 
sb. 1 5, 6. Also fig. b. To deprive of the character 
of a common ; to inclose (common land). 

1597-8 Bp. H all Sat. v. iii. 72 Whiles thou discommonest 
thy neighbour’s kine, And wam’st that none feed in thy 
field. 1828 W ebster, Dis-common , to appropriate common 
land ; to separate and inclose common. Cowel. 1865 Lowell 
New Eng. Two C, Ago Prose Wks. 1890 II. 76 To develop 
the latent possibilities of English law and English character, 
by clearing away the fences by which the abuse of the one 
was gradually discommoning the other from the broad 
fields of natural right. 

Disco *mmonize = [f. Dis- 6 + Commonize 

v. (or Common sb. + -ize).] = Discommon 2. 

1886 H. V. Barnett in Home Chimes 150 Slippy's dis- 
commonized, and the proctors are down on the Three Crows. 
1893 Westm. Gaz. 5 Apr. 7/2 The boat-builder who lends 
out a boat to an. undergraduate who prevails on him to omit 
his name from the list might, if detected, be for ever dis- 
commonised. 

Discommons (diskp'msnz), v. [f. Dis- 7 a + 
Commons sb. pi., 3, 4.] Hence Disco’mmonsed 
ppl. a.j Disco •mmonsing vbl. sb. 

1 . trans. To deprive of commons in a college. 

1856 F. E. Paget Owlet Owlst. 112 The world that could 

be ruled by being discommonsed, imposed, rusticated, ex- 
pelled, lay at his mercy. 1881 Saintsbury Dryden i. 6 On 
July 19th, 1652.. he was discommonsed and gated for a 
fortnight for disobedience and contumacy. 1881 Pall Mall 
Budget 4 Nov. 20 Like a great school where a lecture, an 
imposition, a discommonsing, a gentle personal castigation, 
or . expulsion were the only punishments in use. 1894 
Astley 50 Years' -Sport I. 34, I was discommonsed for 
keeping a dog contrary to the statutes. 

2 . * Discommon 2. 

1852 Bristed 5 Years in Eng. Univ. fed. 2)81 note. The 
owners [of lodging-houses] being solemnly bound to report 
all their lodgers who stay out at night, under pain of being 
(discommonsed’. 1861 Hughes Tom Brown at Oxf. i. 
(1889) 6 To keep all discommonsed tradesmen . . and bad 
characters generally, out of the college. 

t Disccmmonwealtb, v. nonce-wd. [Dis- 
7 c.] trans . To cut off from the common- 
wealth or state. Hence f Discommonwealth- 
ing vbl. sb. 

1647 Ward Simp. Cobler 47 The divell himselfe. .as he is 
a creature, bee fears decreation, as an Angeli dehomina- 
tions ; as a Prince dis-common wealthings. ■ 

Discommune (diskp'mizm), v. [f. Dis- 6 + 
Commune v. t or Dis- 7 a + Commune sbl\ Hence 
Disco -mmnne d ppl. a.. Disco’mmuning vbl. sb. 

f 1 . trans. To cut off or exclude from com- 
munion, fellowship, or association. Obs. 

1590 D. Androes in Greenwood Collect. Sclaund. A rt. E ij. 
The other was a ciuile discommuning, 1618 Hales Gold. 
Rem. (1688)424 By suspending, discommuning, by expelling 
them from their Churches, etc. 1647 Fuller Good Tk. in 
Worse T. (1841) 130 Must I be discommuned from my 
husband’s devotion ? 1659 Gauden Tears of Ch. 409 When 
they have disputed, and discommuned, and unchurched, and 
unchristened one another. 

2 . = Discommon v. 2. 

2677 Wood Life (Oxf, Hist. Sbc.) II. 383 Brickland, a dis- 
communed cobler. 1691 — Ath. Oxon. II. 507 He ..did 
expel the said Dobson, and discommune for ever the Book- 
seller called Edward Thorne. 1710 Hearne Collect. (Oxf. 
Hist. Soc.) II I ; 08 Mr. Ryley was one of the Persons dis- 
commun’d, which he attributes chiefly to Dr. Sacheverell. 
1852 Queen's Bench Rep. XVIII. 650 The said Vice Chan- 
cellor and certain Heads of Colleges .. pronounced the 
plaintiff to be discommuned until the end of next term. 

t Discommu’nion. Obs. [Dis t 9 : cf. prec.] 
Exclusion from communion or fellowship. 

1590 T. Sperin in Confer, n. 20 The Bishop his excom- 
munication is but a Ciuile discommunion. 1660 Gauden 
Brounrig 165 Dough-baked Protestants, that are afraid to 
own their discommunion and distance from the Church 
politick, or Court of Rome. 

Bis community (disk^mizrniti). rare - 1 . [f. 
Dis- 9 + Community.] Absence of community ; 
the quality of not having something in common. 

1859 Darwin Orig. Spec. (1888) II. xiv. 253 Dissimilarity 
of embryonic development does not prove discommunity of 
i descent., 

I Biscomonerula, Discomorula : see Disco-, 
t DisCO*mpanied, ppl a. Obs. rare . [pa. 

pple. of *discompany vb., ad. OF. descompaignier , 
f. des-j Dis- 4 -f compaignier to Company.] De- 
stitute of company, unaccompanied. 

1599 B. Jonson Cynthia's Rev. m. v, If shee bee alone, 
now, and discompanied. 16x3-18 Daniel Coll. Hist. Eng. 
(1626) 13 [His] step-mother . . murthered him, comming to 
her house, estrayed, in hunting, and discompanied. 

Discompa*nion, v. rare. [f. Dis- 7 a.] 
trans. To deprive of companionship. 

1883 G. Macdonald Donal Grant I. xxiv. 254 A youth, 
fresh from college and suddenly discompanioned at home. 

t Discompensate, v. nonce-wd. [f.Dis-6 
+ Compensate v.J trans. To do the reverse of 
compensating ; to counterbalance in the way of loss 
| instead of gain. 

1704 F. Fuller Med. Gymn. (1718) 21 It will not suffice to 
discompensate the Benefit. 

! t Discomple’xion, v. Obs. rare. [f. Dis- 7d,] 

| trans. To spoil the complexion or aspect of; to 
render unsightly, disfigure, deface. 

1635 Shirley Coronal. 1. i, His hand may be disordered. . 

I his rich cloaths be discomplexioned With bloud. Ibid. iv. iii. 


DISCOMPOSUBE. 

Can a sorrow enter but upon thy garment, Or discomplexion 
thy attire ? 

Biscompli*ance. rare- 1 , [f. Dis- 9 + 
Compliance.] Refusal to comply, non-com- 
pliance. 

1664 Pepys Diary 23 July, A compliance will discommend 
me to Mr. Coventry, and a discompliance to my Lord 
Chancellor. 

Discompose (disk^mp^’z), v. [f. Dis- 6 +• 
Compose v. The Caxton instance, in sense 1, 
stands alone in time, and prob. represents an OF. 
*descomposer—l'. dhomposerl\ 

1 . trans. To destroy or disturb the composure or 
calmness of; to ruffle, agitate, disquiet : a. (persons, 
or their minds, feelings, etc.). 

1483 Caxton Cato I iij b, Thou ough test not to wepe ne 
to discompose the when thow losest the rychesses and tem- 
poralle goodes of thys world. 1645 Bp. Hall Rented. Dis- 
contents 6 Prosperity may discompose us, as vvel as an 
adverse condition, 1665 Glanvill Scepsis Sci. 168 Every 
opposition of our espous’d opinions » . discomposeth the minds 
serenity. 1732 Pope Ess. Man 1. 168 Better for Us, perhaps, 
it might appear, That never passion discompos’d the mind. 
1765 Walpole Cas. Otranto iv. (1798)65 Discompose not 
yourself for the glosing of a peasant’s son. 1876 T. Hardy 
Ethelberta xlvii, Sol’s bitter chiding had been the first thing 
to discompose her fortitude. 

b. (things, as the sea, the air). 

1646 J. Hall Poems 65 That breath of thine can onely 
raise Newstormes and discompose the Seas. i66x Cowley;' 
Disc. Govt. O. Cromwell Wks. 1710 II. 6 26 No Wind., the 
Air to discompose.^ 1793 Smeaton Edystone L. § 300 Not 
a breath of wind discomposed the surface of the water. 

2 . To disturb the order or arrangement of; to 
throw into confusion ; to disarrange, disorder, un- 
settle. Now rare or Obs. 

1611 Florio, Discompo-rre. to ynframe, to discompose. 
1649 Cromwell Let. 19 July, Sir, discompose not your 
thoughts or estate for what you are to pay me. 1667 Milton 
P. L. v. 10 So much the more His [Adam’s] wonder was to 
find, unwak’ned Eve With Tresses discompos’d, and glowing 
Cheek As through unquiet rest. 1747 Gould Eng. Ants 104 
This Species [of red ants] is . . the most daring and venemous, 
as Experience will teach any that presume to discompose 
their Settlements.. 18x6 Keatingr Trav. (18x7) II. 2 Our 
whole body was discomposed and dispersed in an instant. 
1875 Jowett Plato (ed. 2) V. 357 These minutiae alter and 
discompose the characters of the citizens. 

t b. To upset or disorder the health of ; pa. pple. 
indisposed, out of health. Obs. 

1694 Luttreli. Brief R el. (1857) III. 404 The lord keeper 
on Sunday last fell backwards in his chamber and came 
with his head to the ground, which much discomposes him. 
1708 Hearne Collect. x6 Oct., Is much discomposed with 
a cold. X712 W. Rogers Voy. (17x8) 213 Being discomposed 
I was not with them. 

To displace, discard. Obs. 

x6z 2 Bacon Hen. VII \ 242 (R.) Hee neeuer put downe, or 
discomposed counsellor, or neare seruant, saue onely Stanley, 
the Lord Chamberlaine. 1640 Fuller Joseph's Coat iii. 
(1867) 133 It is recorded in the honour of our King Henry 
the Seventh, that he never discomposed favourite. 

Discomposed (disk^mptfi'zd, poet, -zed), ppl. a. 
[f. prec. + -ed !.] Disordered, disturbed, agitated, 
disquieted : see the verb. 

1625-8 tr. Camden's Hist. EHz. iv. (1688) 615 His un- 
settled and discomposed Countenance. 1626 T. H[avvkins] 
Caussin's Holy Crt. xax It is an absolute folly of a discom- 
posed iudgement. 1670 Dryden xst Pt. Cong. Granada n. 
i, I met Almanzor coming back from Court, But with a dis- 
compos’d, and speedy Pace. 1828 Scott F. M. Perth xxxy,. 
With a discomposed aspect and faltering voice. 

Hence Discompo sedly adv . ; Discompo'sed- 
ness, disturbedness, disquietude. 

1627 Donne Serm. xxii. 2x8 Thir inordinatenesse thir dis- 
composednesse and fluctuation of passion. 1655-62 Gurnall 
Ckr. in Arm. (1669) 356/2 David behaved himself discom- 
posedly. 1677 Hale Contempl.il. Afflictions (R.), Sickness, 

. . is a time of distemper and discomposedness. x88x Mrs. 
C. Praed Policy <$• P. II. 33 She rose discomposedly. 

Discomposing (disk^mpju-zig), ppl. a. [f. 
as prec. + -ing ^.] That discomposes, 

1694 Boyle Excell. Theol. 11. v. 220 A man that is not in 
love with a fair lady, .may have as true and perfect, though 
not as discomposing an idea of her face. 1741 Richardson 
Pamela II. 385, I hope I have not one discomposing thing 
to say. .1893 Crockett Stickit Minister 92 A tall girl . . took 
the dominie round the neck in a discomposing manner. 
Hence Discompo* singly adv., in a way that 
discomposes or disturbs. 

1891 G. Meredith One of our Cong. III. xii. 247 Perfectly 
satisfactory, yet discomposingly violent appeals. 

t Discomposrtion. Obs. [n, of action from 
Discompose, after Composition.] The condition 
of being discomposed ; disorder, discomposure* 
1624 Donne Devotions 8 (T.) 6 perplexed discomposition,. 
O riddling distemper, O miserable condition of man 1 1656 
Finett For. Ambass. 63.Ee was.. brought to the presence 
of his Majesty without discomposition of countenance. 

t Biscompo'sture. obs. [ad. Sp, descompos - 
tura disorder (Minsheu 1599), descomponer to 
discompose. Cf. composiure .] = next. ; 

1622 Mabbe tr. Aleman's Guzman If A If. 1. 76 Daraxa 
never gaue way by any dis-composture or vnjointed be- 
haviour, or any. other occasion whatsoever. 1626. Bacon 
Sylva § 836 This is wrought . . by the disordination and 
discomposture of the Tangible 'Parts. ' ■ - •? 

Discomposure (disk^mp^ >*2 ! ux). . : [f. Dtscom^ 
pose, after Composure.] The feet or condition of 
being discomposed. ' j 
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1 . Disorder, confusion, derangement ? Oh. 

1641 Milton Animadv . (1851) 223 The Prelates . . which 
way soever they turne them, put all things into a foule dis- 
composure. 1677 Hale Prim . Orig. Man. iv. vii. 348 The 
Wonder and Miracle is ten times greater in the state of 
things as they now stand, than it would be in such a dis- 
composure of Nature. 1756 Bullock in Phil. Trans. XLIX. 
402 Several pieces of minerals were dropped from the sides 
and roof, but all the shafts remained intire, without the 
least discomposure. 

fb. Derangement of health, indisposition. Obs. 

1665 Boyle Qccas. Reft. 11. i. (1845' 98 You left me free 
from any other discomposure than that which your leaving 
me is wont to give me. 1669 W. SiMrsoN Hydro l. Ckym . 
275 In cases of uterine discomposures. 1734 Watts Reliq. 
Juv. (17891 no Latrissa is often indisposed . . Last Friday 
she was seized with her usual discomposures. 

f c. The condition of being taken to pieces ; 
dismemberment. Oh. 

1660 W. Secker Nonstick Prof. 73 We see more in the 
discomposure of a Watch then when its wheels are set 
together. 

2 . Disturbance of mind or feelings; agitation, 
perturbation. (Cf. Composure, sense xo.) 

1647 Clarendon Hist, Reb. 1. (1843) 13/1 And he continued 
in this melancholic and discomposure of mind many days. 
1690 Norris Beatitudes . (1692) 66 Without any the least 
shew of Impatience or Discomposure of Spirit. 1741 Rich- 
ardson Pamela '1742} IV. 205 Did I betray any Impatience 
of Speech or Action, any Discomposure? 1828 Scott F. M. 
Perth vi, His face was pale, his eyes red ; and there was an 
air of discomposure about his whole person. 1849 Macaulay 
Hist. Eng I. 471 A series of sermons was preached there 
by Popish divines, to the great discomposure of zealous 
churchmen. 

f 3 . Want of harmony; disagreement, dissension. 
Obs. rare. 

1661 Boyle Style of Script. (1675) 73 How exquisite a 
symmetry . . Omniscience doth . . discover in the Scripture’s 
method, in spite of those seeming discomposures that now 
puzzle me. 1673 Wood Life (Oxf. Hist. Soc.) II. 271 , 1 was 
not there . . because of the present discomposures between 
the scholars and townsmen. 

Discompt, obs. form of Discount. 

+Diseomputa*tion. Qhsr* [Dis- 9.] An 
erroneous reckoning. 

1611 Floriq, S comJ>u to, a discomputation. 

Discomycetous : see Disco-, 
t Disconcert, v. Oh. [f. Dis- 7 a 4- Conceit 
j£.] trans. To deprive of the conception or notion ; 
to put (anyone) out of the conceit (^/"something). 

1640 J. Dyke Worthy Commun . 61 An over good conceit 
of a mans owne condition and estate., disconcerts a man of 
the necessity of Christ. 

Hence tDiscoxicei’ted ppl. a. ; f Bisconcei*ted- 
mess, the being out of conceit with something. 

1659 D. Pell Impr. SectTu, An ill affectedness, and discon- 
cehedness, both towards good people, and all godly and 
religious exercises. 

+ Bisco’ncert, sb. Oh. rare. [f. Dis- 9 + 
Concert sb . ; cf. It. sconcerto , for disconcerto , Sp» 
desconcierta , mod. F. diconcert .] W ant of concert or 
concerted action ; disunion, disagreement in action. 

1668 Temple Let. to Ld. Arlington /Iks. 1731 II. 113 
Avoid all Pretexts .. of France’s breaking the Business .. 
which I knew they would be strongly tempted to .. by our 
Disconcert for their Defence. 1673 — Observ. Netherl. 
Pref. (Seager), The remainders of their state are .kept alive 
by neglect or disconcert of their enemies. 1839 Poe Masque 
Red Death Wks. 1864 I. 341 The waltzers perforce ceased 
their evolutions ; and there was a brief disconcert of the 
whole gay company. 

Disconcert (disk^nssut), v. [a. obs. F. dis- 
converter (1611 Cotgr., disconcert^ 'disordered, con- 
fused; set awry 1 ), mod.F. diconcerler, f. dis-, di-, 
Dis- 4 4- converter to Concert : cf. It. disconcertare 
* to vntune 9 (Florio), Sp . des concert dr i to disagree, 
to break a match, to set at variance * (Minsheu).] 

1 . trans. To put out of concert or harmonious 
action ; to throw into confusion, disarrange, de- 
range, spoil, frustrate ; now esp. to disarrange or 
upset measures or plans concerted. 

1687 A. Lovell tr. Bergerac's Com, Hist. n. 134 The best 
Harmony of the four Qualities may be dissolved ... and 
■the loveliest Proportion of Organs disconcerted. 1704 Swift 
T. Tub xi. 128 Which a drop of film can wholly disconcert. 
1769 Robertson Chas. V , V. il 293 But an unforeseen 
accident disconcerted all his measures. 1818 Jas. Mill 
B rit. India II. iv. iv. 154 One of the four divisions . . fell 
behind its time, and disconcerted the operations of the re- 
mainder. 1849 Macaulay Hist. Eng. I. 151 This scheme 
was . . completely disconcerted by the course which the 
■civil war took. 

t b. To disturb or displace in material position. 
Obs. rare. 

*747 Genii. Mag. 102 His shatter’d leg being cut off, the 
“jmdage was disconcerted by the ship’s motion. 

2 . To disturb the complacency or self-possession 
of ; to confuse, ruffle, 4 put out 

1716 Collier tr. Panegyrick 59 ’Tis part of the Devil’s 
business to disconcert our Mind, to ruffle our Humour, and 
How us up to Rage and Passion. 1752 Johnson Rambler 
No. 188 ? 10 He never . .. disconcerts a puny satirist with 
'unexpected sarcasms. 1856 Mrs. Browning Aur. Leigh 
m. 606 He would not disconcert or throw me out. 1875 
Jowett Plato (ed. 2) I. 482 Are you at all disconcerted, 
’Qsbes, at our friend’s objection ? 

Hence Disconce*rting ppl. a., that disturbs self- 
possession or complacency. 

1807 Barrett AU the Talents (ed. 9) 41 A hundred dis- 


423 

concerting measures mov’d. 1891 R. Kipling City Dread/. 
Nt. 6 1 A stolid and disconcerting company is this ring of 
eyed monsters. 2892 A then&um 2 Apr. 434/2 Curious and 
disconcerting problems relating to human nature. 

Disconcerted (disk$ns5*ited), Ppl. a. [f. prec. 
+ -ed L] Disturbed from self-possession ; put to 
confusion ; ruffled ; ‘ put out Hence Discon- 
ce*rtedly adv. ; Disconce-rteduess, the state of 
being put out. 

1723 Blackmore Hist. Conspiracy B ij a, The Govern- 
ment was more disconcerted and embroil’d. 1752 A. 
Murphy in Gray’ s-Inn Jrnl. No. 6 T 8 Florio has an un- 
easy disconcerted Temper. 1752 Miss Talbot Lett. (1809) 
II. 80 It is very foolish to look disconcerted in the way 
I have seen you do . . Whence is this disconcertedness ? 
1847 Dickens Haunted Man (C. D. ed.) 210 Mr. Williams, 
standing behind the table, and rummaging disconcertedly 
among the objects upon it. 1878 Browning Poets Croisic 
Epil. 8 Our singer For his truant string Feels with discon- 
certed finger. 

Disconcertion (disk^nsSuJbn). [irreg. f. Dis- 
concert v. ; after etymological formations like 
insert , insertion .] The action of disconcerting, or 
the condition of being disconcerted ; confusion. 

(‘ Disconcertion has the authority of Mr. Curran ’ R.) 

[Not in J. or Todd.] _ 1794 St. Trials , Hamilton Rowan 
(R.), If I could entertain a hope of finding refuge for the 
disconcertion of my mind in the perfect composure of yours. 
1816 J. Scott Vis. Paris (ed. 5) 31 No embarrassment is 
discoverable; neither disconcertion nor anger takes place. 
1881 Mem. G. Thomson xii. 176 To his still greater discon- 
certion [he] was asked to make a speech. 

Disconcertment (disk^nsautment). [f. Dis- 
concert v. + -ment ; perh. after F . ddconcertement.J 
The action of disconcerting ; the fact or condition 
of being disconcerted. 

1866 Howells Venet. Life vii. 89 House-hunting, under 
the circumstances, becomes an office of constant surprise and 
disconcertment to the stranger. 1881 J, Hawthorne Fort. 
Pool 1. vii, His disconcertment, .seemed to show that there 
was more in the matter than had been suspected. 1890 
Temple Bar Mag. May 2 His disconcertment is written., 
on his features. 

t Disconclu'de, v. Obs.-° [Dis- 6.] 

1611 Florio, Dtsconckiudere , to disconclude. 

Disconcord : see Dis- 9. 
t Discondesce'nd, v. Oh. [f. Dis- 6 + Con- 
descend vi\ intr. To withdraw from condescen- 
sion, consent, or compliance. 

*579 Fenton Guicciard. i. (1599) 5 The king .. satisfied 
him in the effect, but not in the manner, plainely declaring 
to Lodowyke that he did not discondescend from the first 
plot and resolution for the ambassadors. 

t Discon&irce, v, Obs. [f. Dis- 6 + Conduce 
v.] intr. To be non-conducive to. Hence Dis- 
condu'cing ppl. a., non-conducive. 

16.. Donne Serrn. xli. 408 Of things that conduce or dis- 
conduce to his glory 1626 Ibid, lxxvii. 782 It were imperti- 
nent. .and disconducing to our owne end to vex. .the Pope. 

f Biscondircive, a. Obs. rare. [f. Dis- IO 
4- Conducive, after prec. vb.] Not conducive. 

1819 Seager Suppl. Johnson, Disconducive , disadvan- 
tageous, obstructive, impeding, that makes against. 

Disconfeis, -fis, -feit, -fet, etc. : see Discom-. 
+ Disconfi'de, v. Obs. rare. [f. Dts- 6 4- 
Confide vi\ intr. T 0 do the reverse of confiding ; 
to put no confidence or trust in. 

1669 Woodhead St. Teresa 1. viiL 50 Placing all my con- 
fidence in his Divine Majesty, and totally disconfiding in 
myself. 

t Disco*B.£dence. Oh. rare. [f. Dis- 9 4- 
Confidence, after prec. vb.] The opposite of 
confidence; distrust. 

1621 Bp. Mountagu Diatribae 156 losephus doth not 
confidently say it: shew me any such confidence or dis- 
confidence in losephus, and I yeeld vnto all the lewes. 
1799 tr. Diderot’s Nat. Son II. 35 As I expected this timidity, 
or rather disconfidence, I haa brought with me all your 
letters [etc.]. 

t Disco*nfident, a. Obs. rare~°. Wanting 
in confidence. Hence f Disco-nfidently adv 
without confidence. 

1 666 J. Sergeant Let. of Thanhs 74 To speak dis-confi- 
dently and condescendingly, 

Disconfiture, obs. form of Discomfiture. 

Diseonford, obs. form of Discomfort. 
Disconfo*rm, a. Sc. [f. Dis- 10 4- Conform 
a. t after L. dis-similis, etc.] Not conformable. 
In Sc. Law the opposite of Conform a. 

1609 Skene Reg. May. 120 The forme and proving of 
exception be witnes, is divers, and disconforme to the 
maner of the probation of the libell, 1890 Scotty Leader 
29 Jan. 4 That they were * disconform* to the spirit of the 
Improvement Act. 1891 Law Times XCII. 188/2 It was 
seen conclusively that the wheat was disconform to sample. 

t Disconfo’rm, v. Oh. [f. Dis- 6 4- Con- 
form v.] intr. To do the opposite of conforming ; 
to disagree or differ in practice. Const, to, from. 

a 1670 Hacket A bp. Williams t (x6q 2) 212 (D.) That 
they do it only out of crossness to disconform to your prac- 
tise. 1678 Norris Coll. Misc. (1699) 86 Thy Pardon my 
sweet Saint I implore, My soul ne’re disconform’ d from 
thine before. 

t Bisconfo*rmalble, a. Obs. [f. Dis- 10 +• 
Conformable.] The reverse of conformable ; un- 
conformable ; disagreeing. Const, from, to. 

1603 Jas. I in Contn. Store’s Chron. (1615) 842/1 As long 
as they are disconformable in religion from vs, they cannot 
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be but balfe my Subiects. 1710 Norris Chr. Prud. vi. 232 
Always disconformable to himself, doing what he would not, 
and not doing what he would and should. 1823 Benti-iam 
Not Paul 329 By means disconformable to the uniform 
course of nature. 

B isconformity (disk^nf^'jmiti). [f. Dis- 9 
+ Conformity : cf. Sp. desconformidad disagree- 
ment ; also Disconform a.] The opposite of con- 
formity or practical agreement ; nonconformity. 

1603 Segar Hon. Mil. <$- Civ. m. xliv. 178 The Cardinals 
. .wereseuenteene, whose disconformitie continued the seat 
voyd almost three yeeres. a 1639 Spottisivood Hist. Ch. 
Scott. 1. (1677) He thus excuses his disconformity with 
Rome in the keeping of Easter, a 1680 J. Corbet Free 
Actions n. xvi. (1683) 24 [It] hath necessarily, in the manner 
of it, a disconformity to Gods Law. 1793 Trial Fyshe 
Palmer 16 As to the disconformity m the copy of the In- 
dictment 1818 Jas. Mill, B rit. India I. n. v. 186 Practices 
. .forced into a disconformity with their ancient institutions. 
1843 Mill Logic 1. vL § 1 Conformity or disconformity to 
usage or convention. 

Disconfort, -fyte, obs. ff. Discomfort, -fit. v 
B iscongruity. ? Oh. [f. Dis- 9 4- Con- 
gruity.] The quality of being ' discongruous ’ ; 
absence of congruity ; disagreement, inconsistency : 
incongruity. 

1624 Bp. Mountagu Gagg 42 Upon Erasmus’ bare word 
who savoured some discongruity of style. 1625 — Aj>p. 
Cmsar 11. vi. 163 That much discongruity betwixt Him and 
us. 1677 Hale Prim. Orig. Man. 1. vi. 118 The intrinsecal 
discongruity of the one to the other. 1728 Earbery tr. 
Burnet's St. Dead J. 80 The Soul forms its absolute Judg- 
ment upon them in itself, by a Congruity and Discongruity 
with its own Nature, a 1806 Bp. Worsley Serm. II. 1x7 
Internal perceptions of moral fitnesses and discongruities. 

+ Bisco’ngraous,, a. Obs. rare ~ l . [f. Dis- 
10 4* Congruous.] Wanting in congruity ; incon- 
gruous ; disagreeing. 

1678 Cudwqrth Intel l. Syst. 1. v. 673 Discongruous forms. 

Bisconjnre, v. rare. [f. Dis- 6 4- Conjure v.J 
trans. fa. ? To disenchant. Obs. b. To deprive 
of the power of conjuring. 

1651 Howell Venice 191 Ravenous Birds such as these 
are, who stand about me now, to disconjure me with, their 
hideous noise. 1837 Carlyle Fr. Rev. I. v. i, Necker [re- 
turns] to the GEil-de-Boeuf, with the character of a dis- 
conjured conjuror there, — fit only for dismissal. 

Disconnect (disk^ne*kt), v. [f. Dis- 6 4- Con- 
nect vi] 

1. trans. To sever the connexion of or between ; 
to disjoin, disunite, separate. Const, with, from. 

1770 Burke Pres. Discont. 50 It is not easy to foresee, 
what effect would be, of disconnecting with Parliament the 
greatest part of those who hold civil employments. 179a 
— Let. to Sir H. Langrishe Wks. VL 317 The Episcopal 
Church of England, before the Reformation, connected witli 
the See of Rome, since then, disconnected and protesting 
against some of her doctrines, and against the whole of her 
authority. 1840 Hood Up Rhine 224 It was impossible to 
disconnect him with old clothes and oranges. 1854 G. B. 
Richardson Univ. Code v. 7591 Disconnect your screw 
propeller. i8g2 Law Timed Rep. LX VII. 210/1 To dis- 
connect the drains of the defendants from the sewer. 

2 . To separate into disconnected or detached 
parts. Obs. exc. in pa.pple . : see Disconnected 2. 

1790 Burke Fr. Rev. (R.), Thus the commonwealth itself 
would, .crumble away, be disconnected into the dust and 
powder of individuality. 1810 W ellington in Gurw. Desp. 
V. 61 1 They shall not induce me to disconnect my army. 

Biscoame’ct, Ppl a. rare — l . [short for n ext ; 
cf. Connect ppl. a.J == Disconnected. 

1839 Bailey Festus xx. (1848) 254 In shadowy glimpses, 
disconnect The story, flowerlike, closes thus its leaves. 

Disconnected (disk/ne*kted), ppl. a. [f. Dis- 
connect v. 4- -ed 1 : but in sense usually privative 
of Connected.] 

1. Having no connexion (pvith something else, 
or with each other) ; detached {from) ; uncon- 
nected, separate. 

1783 Blair Lect. Rhet. xv. (Seager), An allegory . . may 
be allowed to stand more disconnected with the literal 
meaning. 1799 Han. More Fem. Edttc. (ed. 4) I. 177 The 
chronology being reduced to disconnected dates. Instead of 
presenting an unbroken series. 183* Westm. Rev. XIV. 51 
An inland sea, totally disconnected from the ocean. 1865 
Sat. Rev. 12 Aug. 205/2 One [paper] wholly disconnected 
with the county. 1879 D. M. Wallace A ustralas. ii. 19 
The elevations consisting more frequently of low discon- 
nected hills. 

b. Without family connexions ; not well-con- 
nected. 

1848 C. Bronte f. Eyre xvi, A Governess, disconnected, 
poor, and plain. 

2. Destitute of connexion between its parts ; in- 
coherent. (Also transf of a speaker or writer.) 

1870 Daily News 10 Oct., The plot is complicated and 
disconnected, 1870 Lowell Study Wind. (1886) 157 He 
[a lecturer] was disconnected. ^ 

Hence BisconnextecLly adv., in a disconnected 
manner ; Disconnectedness, the quality of being 
disconnected. 

1864 A theimum No. 1920. 215/3 Accomplished discon- 
nectedly during growth. . 1874 Daily News 26 June. 2/r ,A 
roar of ‘ Divide ! ' arose, which completely drowned his voice 
and lent an appearance of disconnectedness to the general 
tenour of his remarks. 1881 S. Colvin Landor v. 100 It 
was thus an essential habit of Landor’s mind .. to think in 
fragments and disconnectedly. 1885 Athenaeum 23 May 
660/3 The style reminds us throughout of that of Miss 
Thackeray, .by reason of its occasional disconnectedness. 
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Disconnecter, -or (disk^ne-ktm). [f. Dis- 
connect v. + -ee *.] One who or that which dis- 
connects ; an apparatus or device for disconnecting. 
1884 Health Exhib. CataL 59/r Sewer Disconnectors. 

Disconnective, a. [f. Disconnect v., after 
connective .J Having the function of disconnecting; 
disjunctive. Hence Disconnectiveness. 

1824 J. Gilchrist Etym. Inierpr. 104 Either. . and Neither 
. .are disconnective, 1870 G. J. Smith Syn. «$• Antonyms, 
Aberration , Syn . . Desultoriness, Disconnectiveness, In- 
consecutiveness. 

Disconnexion, -nection (disk#ie*kjan). [f. 
Dis- 9 + Connexion, after Disconnect v.\ 

The action of disconnecting (rare) ; the fact or 
condition of being disconnected or unconnected; 
undoing of connexion ; separation, detachment • dis- 
union. (Const, from, between, .) 

1735 Franklin True Happiness Wits. 1887 I. 423 We 
shall soon see the disconnexion between that and true, solid 
happiness. 1769 Burke Pres. St. Nat . Wks. II. 193 A 
spirit of disconnexion, of distrust, and of treachery among 
public men. 1846 Trench Mirac xxix. (1862) 416 The 
power was most truly his own, not indeed in disconnexion 
from the Father. 1875 Ousfxey Harmony iv. 61 An awk- 
ward harmonic disconnection between the 6th and 7th of 
the Scale. 1894 Times 23 July 6/6 [It] involves the com- 
plete disconnexion of one part of the machinery before the 
other can be brought into working order. 1895 Parkes 
Health 60 By disconnection [of drains] is meant that the 
waste-pipe should discharge by an open end in the outer air. 

1 . Want of connexion between the component 
parts ; disconnectedness. 

1815 W. Taylor in Monthly^ Rev. 454 The Iliad has too 
much of the disconnection which offends in the Orlando. 

t Disco'nscient, a. Obs. [f. Dis- io+Con- 
SCIent.] Devoid of conscience, unconscientious. 

1640 Ld. J. Digby sp. in Ho. Com. o Nov. (1641) 8 Seek- 
ing to remove from our Soveraigne sucn unjust Judges, such 
pemitious Counseliours, and such disconscient Divines. 

Disco •nsecrate, v. rare — [f. Dis- 6 + Con- 
secbate v. : cf. Deconsecrate.] tram. To de- 
prive of consecration, to desecrate. 

1864 in Webster. 

t Disconse’nt, V. Obs. [ad. OF. desconsent - 
ir to be at variance with (Godef.), f. des-, Dis- 4 
+ consentir to agree, accord, Consent.] intr. To 
refuse consent; not to consent; to disagree, dis- 
sent. Const, withy front. 

1330 Tindale Anew. More Wks. 307 A man must im- 
mediately loue God and his commaundementes, and there- 
fore disagree and disconsent vnto the fleshe, and be at bate 
therewith. *549 Coverdale Erasm. Par. Rom. Prol. tfiv, 
For the law declareth that our hertes are bounde and that 
we cannot disconsent from him. 1641 Milton Prel. Episc. 

18 If. .the tradition of the Church were now grown so ridi- 
culous, and disconsenting from the Doctrine of the Apostles. 

t Bisconse*nt, 'sb, Obs. [f. prec. vb., after 
Consent sb.] Negation of consent. By his dis- 
consent : without his consent 
1651 N. Bacon Disc. Govt. Eng. 11. viii. (1730) 52 All which 
was done in the presence of the King, and by his disconsent, 
as may appear by his discontent thereat. 

Disconsider (diskpnsrdsi), v. rare . [f. Dis- 
6 + Consider v.] tram. To lower in considera- 
tion, bring into disrepute : cf. Consider 9. 

1887 Stevenson Misadv. J. Nicholson i, 3 It was the sort 
®f exploit that disconsidered a young man for good with 
the more serious classes. 1889 — Master of B. iii. 53 The 
man was now disconsidered and as good as deposed. 

So Disconsidera*tiou, the action of disconsider- 
ing, or fact of being disconsidered ; disrepute. 

1880 T.W. Allies Life’s Decision 238 Its poverty and 
worldly disconsideration. 1883 Stevenson Dynamiter 190, 
I have now arrived at such a pitch of disconsideration that 
..I do not know a soul that I can face. 

t Disco’nsolaey. Obs. [f. Disconsolate a. : 
see -aoy.] The state or condition of being dis- 
consolate ; disconsolateness. 

1653 Waterhouse Apol Learning 14S (L.) My repair shall 
be to God . , in ail spiritual doubts and disconsolacies. a 1677 
Barrow Exp. Creed (T.), Penury, baseness, disconsolacy. 
[Disconsolanee, -ancy : see List of Spurious 
Words. 

Disconsolancy is a misreading of Disconsolacy, and dis- 
consolance a dictionary figment deduced therefrom.] 

Disconsolate (disk^-n^Ut),«. (sb.). [a.med.L. 
disconsoldt-us comfortless (Du Cange), f. dis-, Dis- 
4 + L. consolatus : see Consolate ppl. a. Cf. 16th 
c. F. descomoU, It. sconsolato, Sp. desconsolado.] 

1 . Destitute of consolation or comfort ; unhappy, 
comfortless; inconsolable, forlorn. 

1429 Pol. Poems (Rolls) II. 145 Rewe on the poore and 
folk desconsolate. 1494 Fabyan Chron. v. cxl. 127 Thou 
mother to wretchis and other disconsolate. 1594 Spenser 
Amoreiti lxxxviii, So I alone, now left disconsolate, Mourne 
to my selfe the absence of my love. 1663 Pepys Diary 

19 Oct., The King ..is most fondly disconsolate for her, 
and weeps by her. a 1704 T. Brown Two Oxf. Scholars 
Wks. 1730 I. 7 A poor disconsolate widow. 1709 Steele 
Taller lAo. 23 f 2 The Disconsolate soon pitched upon a 
very agreeable Successor. 1863 Longf. Wayside Inn 1. 
Fate. Ser Fed. xix, She. .passed out at the gate With foot- 
step slow and soul disconsolate. 1864 Tennyson En. A rd. 
678 On the nigh-naked tree the robin piped Disconsolate. 

2 . Of places or things : Causing or manifesting 
discomfort ; dismal, cheerless, gloomy. 

£*374 Chaucer Troylus v. 54a O paleys desolat!.. O 
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paleys empti and disconsolat ! 1655-62 Gurnall Clir.in 

Arm. (1669) 256/2 When the Christians affairs are most dis- 
consolate, he may soon meet with a happy change. 1691 
Ray Creation (1714) 66 The disconsolate Darkness of our 
Winter Nights. 1720 Dk Foe Capt. Singleton ix. (1840) 
156 It was . . a desolate,, disconsolate wilderness. 1855 
Macaulay Hist. Eng. III. 665 The island., to French 
courtiers was a disconsolate place of banishment. 

B. as sb. A disconsolate person. 

2781 S. J. Pratt Emma Corbett III. 14 Raymond, our 
poor disconsolate, the mutual joy of our hearts. 

t Bisco’lisolate, v. Obs. [f. prec. adj. : cf. 
Consolate v.] trans. To make disconsolate or 
comfortless ; to deprive of consolation. Also refl. 

1530 Palsgr. 518/1, I disconsolate, I bring out of comfort, 
ye desconsolate. This terme is nat yet cornenly used. Who 
hath thus disconsolated hym; qui la ainsi desconsolate . 
z 6 ox Yarington Two Lament. Traj. 11. iii. in Bullen O. PI. 
IV, Ah, do not so disconsolate your selfe. 1642 Sir 1 . 
Stafford in Lisntore Papers^ Ser. 11. <i888> V. 84 We are. . 
disconsolated when report brings vs the contrane. 

Hence Disccnsolated ppl. a., rendered or be- 
come disconsolate ; Disco’nsolating ppl. a - . 

^ 1665 J. Goodwin Filled w. Spirit (1867) 68 Everything 
that is of a discouraging and disconsolating nature m or 
from the world. *695 Tryon Dreams $ Vis. vi. 64 What 
a disconsolated . . Condition would this be to the soul, a 1768 
Sterne Serm. III. xxv. (R.), A poor disconsolated drooping 
creature. 

Disconsolately (diskp-ns^l^li), adv. [f. Dis- 
consolate a. 4* -ly 2 .] In a disconsolate manner ; 
without comfort or consolation. 

1648 Jos. Beaumont Psyche xix. lxxix. tR.), Psyche here 
observ’d a serious maid.. Upon the ground disconsolately 
laid, a 1717 Parnell Elysium (R.), There at a solemn tide, 
the beauties slain . . Through gloomy light . . In orgies, all 
disconsolately rove. 1830 J. G. Strutt Sylva Brit. 98 
Formal rows of Pollard Willows standing disconsolately by 
the sides of ditches. 1875 Farrar Seekers 1. vi. 75 Peer 
about disconsolately amid insulting smiles. 

Disco'nsolateness. [f- as prec. + -ness.] 
The quality or state of being disconsolate or desti- 
tute of consolation. 

c 1620 Donne Serm. cxli. (18481 V. 532 In the night of 
disconsolateness, no comfort. 1633 T. Adams Exp. a Peter 
iii. 10 Some shadows of dimness and clouds of disconsolate- 
ness have shed themselves upon our souls. 1754 Richard- 
son Grandison (1781) I. iv. 15 He bowed to the very ground, 
with such an air of disconsolateness i 1862 Goulburn 
Pers. Relig. 185 The disconsolateness of the dreary twilight, 
as the breeze springs with the daybreak. 

Bisconsolation (disk^ns^U'-Jan). [f. Dis- 9 
4 Consolation, after disconsolate. Cf. It. sconso- 
latione (Florio).] The condition of being discon- 
solate ; want of consolation, disconsolateness. j 
1593 Nashe Christ's T. (1613) 51 Tuning his owne priuate 1 
disconsolarions to the darke gloomy aire. 1612-15 Bp. Hall 
Contempt. O. T. xiv. v, The earth yeelded him nothing but 
matter of disconsolation and heavinesse. 1755 Carte Hist. 
Eng. IV. 210 Their doors being shut close . . in a time of 
mourning and disconsolation. 1840 Dickens Old C. Shop 
(C. D. ed.) 85 They have had their disconsolation pasted up. 

+ DisconsoTatory, a. Obs. [f. Dis- io + 
Consolatory; after disconsolate] The reverse of 
consolatory ; tending to make or leave disconsolate. 

1654 Warren Unbelievers 67 Our doctrine is no way dis- 
consolatory to the soules of any. 1659 D. Pell Impr. Sea 
To Rdr. D ivb, A restless, unquiet, and disconsolatory Sea. 

t Disco'nsonancy. Obs. [f. next : cf. con- 
sonancy.] The quality of being disconsonant; 
want of consonancy or harmony; incongruity. 

1664 Falkland M’arriage Night n. i. jn Hazl, Dodsley 
XV. 125 Madam, there’s disconsonancy in the name, me- 
thinks. 1680 R. L’Estrange Tulip's Offices (1681) 72 In 
Musical Instruments, let them be never so little out of Tune, 
a skilful Ear presently takes Cheque at it : and that’s the 
Case in the least disconsonancy of Life. 

t Disccrnsonaut, a. Obs , . [f. Dis- io + 
Consonant a.] The reverse of consonant ; out 
of agreement or harmony ; discordant. 

1630 J. Taylor (Water P.) Elegy Bp. Andrewes Wks. it. 
332/1 He shew’d them. .How far from truth they were dis- 
consonant, 1634 — Gt. Eater Kent 7 Men, being com- 
pounded and composed all of one mould and mettle, are 
different and disconsonant in estates, conditions, and 
qualities. 1674 Hickman Quinquart. Hist.(ed. 2) 72 Either 
disconsonant to Scripture, or injurious to God. 1767 Mrs. 
S. Pennington Lett. III. 163 A certain arrangement of 
really disconsonant sounds. 1806 Med. Jrnl. XV. 407 A 
train of operations, disconsonant to general experience. 

+ Disconso'rt, v. Obs. [f. Dis- 6 + Consort 
v. i,] trans. To be out of harmony or at variance 
with. Hence DisconsoTted pa. pple., out of har- 
mony, at variance. 

1604 T. Wright Passions 1. ix. 36 Passions disconsorting 
nature [are] .punished with payne. Ibid, iv. il 125 If mens 
words or actions be disconsorted, doubtlesse the soule can- 
not be well disposed. 

Discontent (disk£nte‘nt\, sb . 1 [f. Dis- 9 + 
Content sb., after the vb. and adj. : cf. It. scontento 
for discontent discontentment (Florio 1598).] 

1 . The state or condition of being discontented ; 
want of content ; dissatisfaction of mind : the 
opposite of content or contentment . 

*591 Spenser M. Hubberd 898 To wast long nights in 
pensive discontent. 1594 Shaks. Rich. Ill , 1 . 1 1 Now is 
the Winter of our Discontent Made glorious Summer by 
this Son of Yorke. 1647 Clarendon Hist. Reb. 1. (1843) 
31/2 The country full of pride, mutiny, and discontent. 
1720 Gay Poems (1745) I. 54 Lose not in sullen discontent 
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your peace. *839 Carlyle Chartism i. (1858) 4 What means 
the bitter discontent of the Working Classes ? i860 Tyndall 
Glac. 1. 1 2 That feeling of intellectual discontent which .. 
is very useful as a stimulant. 

f b. Formerly sometimes in stronger sense : 

D ispl ensure, vexation. Obs. 

1605 Bacon A dv. Learn. 1. vii. § 4 (1873) 54 Some inward 
discontent at the ingratitude of the times. 1678WANLEY 
Wand. Lit. World v. i. §81. 466/2 The Romans abused his 
servants, whereupon he departed Rome in great dis- 
content. 

c. (with//.) A feeling of discontent or dissatis- 
faction. 

1588 Shaks. Tit. A. x. I 443 Dissemble all your griefes 
and discontents. 1659 Rushw, Hist. Coll % I. 662 The dis- 
contents of the common people . . were heightened against 
the powerful men at Court, a 1745 Swift Wks. (1841) II. 37 
It would., either prevent or silence all discontents. 1845 
M c Culloch Taxation m. I (1852) 430/1 The means of tra- 
ducing the new government, of inflaming popular dis- 
contents. 

f 2. transf. A cause or occasion of discontent or 
dissatisfaction ; a grievance. (Usually in pi.) Obs. 

1605 Bacon Adv. Learti. 1. vii. § 9 (1873) 58 The good ad- 
ministration of justice . . and the moderation. of discontents. 
1620 Rowlands Night Raven 25 An ill Liuer is my dis- 
content. 

Discontent, a. and sb.% [f. Dis- 10 + Con- 
tent a . : cf- obs. F. descontent (Godef.), It. discon- 
tent (Florio).] A. adj. 

1. Not content; unquiet in mind through having 
one’s desires unsatisfied or thwarted; dissatisfied, 
discontented. Const, with, to with inf. 

1500-20 Dunbar's Poems (1893) 312 He that wantis ane of 
thir thre, Ane luvar glaid may neuir be, Bot ay in sum thing 
discontent, a 1555 Latimer Serm. # Rem. (184=;) 237 Ever 
giving thanks to their Lord God , . discontent with nothing 
that he doth. 1651 Jer. Taylor Holy Living 11727) 119 He 
. . is discontent and troubled when he fails. 1724 Ramsay 
Tea t . Misc. U733) I. 68 Tho' ilka ane be discontent, Awa’ 
wi’ her I’ll gae. 1845 M. Pattison Ess. (1889) I. 25 He . . 
withdrew disconcerted and discontent. 1863 Kinglake 
Crimea II. 418 Moving slowly, and as though discontent 
with its fate, the column began to fall back. 

1 2 . In stronger sense : Displeased, vexed. Obs. 
1494 Fabyan Chron. 1. v. 12 Lotrinus enamowryd hym 
selfe vpon a fayre wenche named Estrilde . . wherwith his 
wyfe . . beynge sore discontent, exeyted her fader and frendes 
to make warre vpon . . her husbande. a 1533 F rith A nother 
Bk. agst. Past ell (1829) 219 Be not discontent with me if 
I ask you one question . 1655 Stanley Hist. Philos. 1. ( 1701 ) 
53/1 Discontent That such grave Men should on the stage 
be brought. 

B. sbP A discontented person or member of a 
body, a malcontent. Now rare. 

1596 Shaks. i Hen. IV, v. i. 76 Fickle Changelings, and 
poore Discontents. 1653 Dorothy Osborne Lett, to Temple 
(1888) 169 You would not have been taken for a discontent. 
1695 Temple Introd. Hist. Eng. (Seager) Haying over- 
thrown his brother and his army of strangers or discontents. 
1872 Freeman Gen. Sketch xiii. § 2 (18741 238 There had all 
along been religious discontents among particular men. 1887 
Sir W. Harcourt in Scott. Leader 23 Nov. 5 What would 
he say to them? . . They are only Celts and Irish Papists, 
vulgar discontents, people who would like to have some 
voice in the management of their own affairs. 

Disconte’nt, v. [f. Dis- 6 4 Content v. : 
cf. obs. F, desconteni-er, - iani-er (16th c. in, 
Godef.).] 

1 . traits. To deprive of contentment ; to make 
unquiet in mind by failing or refusing to satisfy 
desire; to dissatisfy. (Now chiefly in pa. pple. : 
see Discontented.) 

1549 Coverdale, etc. Erasm. Par. i Cor. xii. 13 Thou . . 
that..discontenteste thy selfe, because of the counterfaycte 
glorye of hym, of whom thou haste receyued baptisme. 
1591 Unton Corr. (Roxb.) 100 The French manner of in- 
camping dothe discontente me moste. 1623 Hexham Tongue- 
Combat 22 All these pressures were vpon purpose cast vpon 
the people to discontent them. 1666 Pepys Diary (1879) 
VI. 21 So fearful I am of discontenting ray wife. 1794 G« 
Washington Lett. Writ. 1891 XII. 431 Attempts to dis- 
content the public mind. 1887 Pall Mall G.y 3 Mar. 4/1 
The Ameer, .is discontenting bis troops by paying them in 
provisions instead of in cash 

f 2 . In stronger sense : To displease, vex. Obs. 
or arch. (See also Discontented 2.) 

1494 [see Discontented 2]. 1530 Palsgr. 518/1, I dis- 
content, I displease, je mescontente. I have served you well 
all my lyfe, and never discontented you by my good wyll. 
1632 J. Hayward tr , Biondls Eromena 118 Which as much 
contented the people, as it madded and discontented my hus- 
band. 1878 Simpson Sch. Shaks. I. 75 The Queen used to 
beat Secretary Cecil about the ears when he discontented her* 

t Discontenta tion. Obs . [f. Discontent 
v., after Contentation.] 

1 . Dissatisfaction; displeasure; = Discontent 
sb. 1, Discontentment. 

1528-9 Henry VIII in Fiddes Wolsey 11. (1726) 145 Being 
informed, to our no little marvel! and discontentation [etc.]. 
1580 Sidney Arcadia 11. (1622) 215 Rather then my ease 
discontentation Should breed to her, let me for aye deiected 
be From any ioy, which might her griefe occasion. . 16x1 
Speed Hist. Gt. Brit. ix. xii. (1632) 687 To the high discon- 
tentation. .of the English Subiects. 1759 Robertson H ist . 
Scot. II. App. x. 155 For the discontentation they have of 
the queen’s majesty. 

2 . transf. Something that causes discontent; a 
grievance ; = Discontent sb . 1 2. 

1585 Parsons Chr. Exerc. 11. iii. 291 Who can number the 
burtes and discontentations, that dailie insue vppon vs, 
from our neighbours? 
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Discontented, ppl. a. [f. prec. v:+ -ed i. J 
1 . Deprived or devoid of contentment; dissatis- 
fied, unquiet in mind ; marked by or showing dis- 
content; = Discontent a. i. 

1548 Hall Ckron Hen, V, fan. 5) 55 b, Surely there was no 
creature whiche with that war was either discontented or 
displeased. 1595 Shaks. John v. i. 8 Our discontented 
Counties doe reuolt.. 1672 Essex Papers (Camden) id Ther : 
are Thousands of Discontented People in Ireland who may 
be apt to Rise. 1725 Pope Odyss.xu 329 Sullen and sow’r 
with discontented mien. 1783 Watson Philip HI, 11. (1839) 

89 The troops, discontented with his treatment of them . . 
refused to obey. 1855 Macaulay Hist. Eng. IV. 519 The 
discontented gentry or Cheshire and Lancashire, 
f 2 . Displeased, vexed. Obs. 

1494 Fabyan Ckron. v. lxxvi.55 With which answere the 
Romaynes beyn^e sore discontented, made newe warre 
vpon y sayd Sicambris v 1568 Grafton Ckron, II. 142 
For the which presumption the king was grievously dis- 
contented against the Citie. 1656 Stanley Hist. Philos. 
v. (1701 ) 169/1 Plato discontented hereat .. [said] he could 
not stay, Dion being used so igtiominiously. 

Discontentedly, adv. [f. prec. + -ly 2.] 
In a discontented manner ; with discontent. 

1588 Thomas Lot . Diet. (i6o6\ itfolestb, grievously, dis- 
contentedly, painefully. 1599 Broughton's Lett, 47 Vnlesse 
they bee . . discontentedly malicious, or schismatieally fac- 
tious. 1647 Trapp Comm, Rom, vii. 24 We must discon- 
tentedly be contented to be exercised with sin while we 
are here. 1838 Dickens Hick, Nick. xvi, * They may begin, 
my dear’, replied the collector discontentedly. 

Discontentedness. [f.. as prec. + -ness.] 
The quality or condition of being discontented ; 
discontent, dissatisfaction. 

1597 Daniel Civ. IVarsvnt iii, For those high purposes 
He had conceived in discoptentedness. 1653 M anton Exp. 
James iii. 14 Envy . . is Discontentedness at another man’s 
good and prosperous estate. 1764 Mem. G. P Salmanazar 
100 What added still more to my discontentedness was, 
that [etc.]. 1881 Masson Carlyle in Macm. Mag-. XLV. 150 
A soul, .whose cardinal peculiarity should be despondency, 
discontentedness, and sense of pam. 

t Discontentee’. Obs. rare — 1 . [f. Discon- 
tent v. or a. + -EE.] A discontented person ; a 
malcontent 

a 1734 North Exam . (1740] 53 The Priests, .traded much 
in Conventicles, and among the Discon tentees. 

Discontentful, a. a?-ch. [f. Discontent sb. 

+ -ful.] Full of discontent ; fraught with or ex- 
pressing discontent. 

1615 Trade's liter, in Harl. Misc. (Malh.) III. 314 All 
the more discontentful. 1622 W, Whateley God's Husb. 
n. 118 At last ..the smallest imperfections are more dis- 
contentfull, and breed more anguish, then at first the 

S eatest did. a 1677 Barrow Semi. (1686) III. xxiv. 277 
iscontentfull murmu rings. 

Discontenting, vbl. sb. [f. Discontent v. 

•f -iNG L] The action of the vei b Discontent. 
(In quot. 1633, the cherishing or exhibition of dis- 
content : cf. next, sense 2.) 

1494 Fabyan Citron, vi. clix. 149 Withoute consent or 
knowlege of. . Lewes, and some deale to the discontentyng 
■of his mynde. 1393 T. Watson Tears of Fancie v. Poems 
(Arb.) 181 Then Cupid . . Ynto his mother vowd my dis- 
contenting. 1633 P. Fletcher Elisa 11. xi. Poet. Misc. 120 
Religion blames impatient discontenting. 

Discontenting, ppl. a. [f. as prec. + 
-ING ■ .] 

1 . That discontents; causing discontent ; + dis- 
pleasing, unpleasant (obs .) ; dissatisfying. 

1386 A. Day Eng. Secretary n. (1625) 25 That . . which 
in the end . . will be to you most discontenting. 1643 Mil- 
ton Colast. Wks. (1831) 368 How unpleasing and discon- 
tenting the society of body must needs be between those 
whose mindes cannot bee sociable. 1823 Carlyle Schiller 
n. (1845) 55 Literature is apt to form a dangerous and dis- 
contenting occupation. 

1 2 . F eeling or showing discontent. Obs. 

1605 Play Stucley 2050 in Simpson Sck. Shaks. (1878) I. 
240 Leave such discontenting speech. x6xx Shaks fVint , 
T. iv. iv. 543 And with my best endeauours .. Your dis- 
contenting Father striue to qualifie. 1613 F. Robarts Reven. 
Gospel 115 That not one sower looke, not one discontent- 
ing gesture be observed. 

t Discontentive, a. Obs. [f. Discontent 
v. + -ive ; after Contentive.] a. Feeling or 
showing discontent ; inclined to discontent, b. 
Causing or tending to discontent ; unsatisfactory. 

1607 Brf.ton Murmerer, To conceive one discontentive 
•thought of his Majestie. 16x8 Bolton Floras iv. ii. 286 
The fight was .. doultfuil for a long time, and disconten- 
tive. 1627-47 Feltham Resolves ir, xcviii. 444 Pride is 
ever discontentive. 

Discontentment, [f. Discontent v. (or a.) 
+ -ment, after Contentment. Cf. obs. F. descon- 
tentement (1553 in Godef.L] 

1 . The action or fact of discontenting (rare) ; the 
fact or condition of being discontented ; dissatis- 
faction; -Discontent^. 1 i. 

*379 Fenton Guicciard. (1618) 325 It seemed his discon- 
tentment proceeded chiefly of feare. 1580 Proscr. agst. 
Pr. Orange in Phenix (1721) I. 433 There did .. appear 
some Discontentment of our said Subjects. i6ox Holland 
Pliny II. 457 Seeing what trouble and discontentment was 
risen hereupon throughout the city. 1645 Bp. Hall Reined. 
Discontents 71 Discontentment is a mixture of anger, and 
•of grief. 1720 Strype S tow’s Surv. (1754) II. v. xi. 294/2 
Finding a general Exclamation and Discontentment against 
patents of privilege. 1825 Carlyle Schiller 1. (1845) 12 His 
discontentment devoured him internally. 
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t b. Displeasure, vexation ; = Discontent sbf j 
1 b. Obs. 

1388 R. Parke tr. Mendoza's Hist . China 242 The newe 
baptised . , wept bitterly, with discontentment to see how 
[etc.]. x6oo H olland Livy xxxviii. liii. 1017 With words o f 
indignation, testifying his discontentment for this course and 
manner of proceeding, a 1639 W. Whateley Prototypes 
1. xvi, 1 1640) 159 So transported with discontentment against 
a parent for some sharpenesse, as even to hate him. 1659 
B. Harris Parival’s Iron Age 221 This War . . expired . . 
1648 to the.... great discontentment of the French, who had 
much reason to be angry at [the peace]. 

e. with pi. A feeling or instance of discontent- 
ment or dissatisfaction ; = Discontent sb. 1 1 c. 

*594 Hooker Eccl. Pol. 1. iv. No shadow of matter for 
teares, discontentments, griefes, and vncomfortable pas- 
sions. a 1649 Drumm. of Hawth. Hist. Scot. (1655) 46 He 
nourished discontentments in all parts. 3:724 T. Rich ers 
Hist. R. Geneal. Spain 156 The Discontentments which 
. .subsisted between Berengaria and the House of Lara. 

+ 2 . transf. \ A cause or occasion of discontent- 
ment; a grievance; = Discontent sbl\ 2. Obs . 

1386 A. Day Eng. Secretary n, (1625) 37 Thinlce you not 
that I have already received discontentment enough? 
1627-36 Feltham Resolves 1. ii. 5 The best way to perish 
discontentments, is either not to see them, or convert them 
to a dimpling mirth. 

t Disconti gne, a. Sc. Obs. [f. Dis- 10 + 

Contigue.] —Discontiguous. 

1538 in Balfour Practices (1754) 175 (Jam.) Landis lyand 
dis< ontigue fra uther landis. 1609 Skf.ne Reg. Maj. Forme 
of Proces 123 Gif the lands lyes within sundrie Schiref- 
domes. .or gif they ly in any ane of them, discontigue. 

Discontinuity. [f. Dis- 9 + Contiguity.] 
The quality of being discontiguous; discontinuity 
or isolation of parts. 

1676 H. More Remarks 6 o A Discontinuity or Discon- 
tinuity of matter. Ibid. 140 Not because there is any more 
fear then of discontiguity or a vacuum. 

Discontiguous, a. Sc. [f. Dis- 10 + Con- 
tiguous.] Not contiguous, not in contact; con- 
sisting of parts not in contact. 

1792 Statist. Acc. Scot, VI. 222 Tarland is one of the 
most disjoined and discontiguous parishes in Scotland. 
1793 J. Mill Diary { 1889) 163 Parcelled out in discontigu- 
ous plots. x86i W. Bell Diet. Law Scot. s. v. Dispensa- 
tion, Where heritable subjects lay locally discontiguous .. 
a clause of dispensation was sometimes inserted. Mod. 
Cromarty is the typical example of a discontiguous shire. 

Discontinuable, a. rare- 0 , [f. Discon- 
tin he v. + -able.] Capable of being discontinued. 
1846 in Worcester. 

t Disconti'xmal, a. Obs. Also 5 dys-, -tyn-, 

-elle. [f. Dis- 10 -{-Continual.] 

1 . = Discontinuous. 

1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. vii. xxxvi. (1495) 251 The 
cause and the solucion of all rootyd feuers is knowe in 
generall whether thei ben contynuali or dyscontynuall. 
c 1430 Art Nombryiige (E. E. T. S.) 13 Of progressioun one 
is naturelle or contynuelle, }?at ojjer broken and discon- 
tynuelle. x6ix B’lorio, Discontinuo, discontinuail. 

b. Math. Said of proportion : = Discontinued. 
1557 Recorde Wheist. Cij b, When I sale thus: as 5. is 
to 15. so 6. is to 18. Here is a. triple proportion, but not 
contmualle .. And therefore it is called a proportion dis- 
continualle. 1570 Billingsley Euclid v. def. vii. 131 
Proportionality, is of two sortes ; the one is continuall, the 
other is discontinuail. 1706 in Phillips (ed. Kersey). 

Discontinuance i,disk^ntrm^ians). Also 4-5 
dys-, -tyn-, 4-6 -aunce. [a. AF. discontimiancc , 
f. F. discont inner to Discontinue ; see -ance.] 

1 . The action of discontinuing or breaking off; 
interruption (temporary or permanent) of continu- 
ance; cessation; intermission. 

1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. vra, xxviii. (1495) 341 
Shynynge comyth of lyght wythout mynisshynge of lyght 
and . . wythout dyscontynuaunce therof. 1489 Caxton 
Faytes of A . 1. viii. 20 The romayns in lyke wyse . . lefte on 
a tyme thexcercyte of armes, whiche by theyr discontynu- 
aunce they were by hanybal .. desconfyted. 1598 Barret 
Theor. iVarres iii. i. 31 My flue or six yeares discontinu- 
ance from action. 1603 Holland Plutarch's Mor. 651 
And not suffer the auncient custome , . by use and discon- 
tinuance to be utterly neglected. 1726 Leoni Albertis 
Archil. II. 105/1 At the distance of every hundred foot the 
line is broken off by a kind of transverse step, which makes 
a discontinuance in the layer. 1809 Wellington in Gurw. 
Desp. IV. 455 The cause of the discontinuance of the works 
at Lisbon. 1873 Ly ell's Princ . Geol. II. nr. xl. 402 A large 
proportion of them would perish with the discontinuance 
of agriculture. x886 Willis & Clark Cambridge II. 307 
The discon timiance of an external stringcourse. 

+ b. Solution of continuity, want of cohesion of 
parts ; disruption. Obs. 

1626 Bacon Sylva § 24 If there bee no Remedy, then they 
Cstillicid.es of water] cast themseiues into round Drops; 
Which is the Figure that saueth the Body most from Dis- 
continuance. 

f c. Math. Of proportion: The condition of 
being discontinued or not continued. Obs. 

1370 Billingsley Euclid v. def. vii, 131 By reason of the 
discontinuaunce of the proportions in this proportion- 
alitie. 

f 2 . A (temporary) ceasing to dwell or be present 
in a place ; absence. Obs. 

1604 R. Cawdrey Table Alph., Discontinuance , absence. 
1633 Heywood Eng. Trav. ui. Wks. 1874 IV. 59 Hee writes 
mee heere. That at my discontinuance hee’s much grieu’d. 
a 1635 Naunton Fragm. Reg. (Arb.) 42 They quote him 
for a person . . of too often recesses, and discontinuance 
[ from the Queens presence. 1677 S. Herne Domus Car- 


thusiana ^ 188 Their time of discontinuance is usually 
excepted in the Certificate. 

1 3 . Law. In the old law of real property : An 
interruption or breaking off of a right of posses- 
sion, or right of entry, consequent upon a wrongful 
alienation by the tenant in possession for a larger 
estate than he was entitled to. Obs. 

This could regularly happen only in the case of a feoff- 
ment to a stranger by a tenant in tail in possession. The 
heir in tail had then no right to enter upon the land and 
turn out the intruder, but had to resort to the expensive 
course of asserting his title by process of law (Sir F. Pol- 
lock Land Laws (ed. 2 ) 80). 

[*3°4 Year-bk 32-3 Edw. 1. 255 (Godef.) L’estatut ne fet 
mye mencioun de continuaunce ne de discontinuaunce.] 
M94 Act xx Hen, VI l, c. 20 All such Recoveries, Discon- 
tinuances, Alienations . .be utterly void. 1574 tr. Littleton’s 
Tenures 1x5 a. 1398 Kitchin Courts Leet <1675) 308 
A Grant without Livery doth not make a discontinuance. 
1768 Blackstone Comm. III. 171 The injury of discontinu- 
ance. 1892 H. W. Challis Law Real Prop . (ed. 2) 79 
A discontinuance ,. was the result of certain assurances 
which, by the common law, had a tortious operation, 
whereby, under certain circumstances, one person might 
wrongfully destroy the estate of another ; or rather, inter- 
rupt and break off the right of possession, or right of entry, 
subsisting under that estate, without any assent or laches 
on the other’s part.. The word discontinuance properly 
denotes this turning of an estate to a right of action. 

4 . Law. The interruption of a suit, or its dis- 
missal, by reason of the plaintiff’s omission of 
formalities necessary to keep it pending. 

1340 Act* 32 Hen. VIII , c. 30. §1 Any miscontinuance 
or discontinuance or misconueiyng of process. 1607-72 
Cowell s. y., The effect of Discontinuance of Plea or 
Process, when the instant is lost, and may not be regained, 
but by a new Writ to begin the Suit a fresh. 16x3 Sir 
H. Finch Law (1636) 431 If the Plaintife do nothing, it is 
called a discontinuance : if any errour bee in the continu- 
ing, as by awarding a Capias where a distresse should bee, 
it is called a miscontinuance. 1638 Sanderson Serm. II, 
102 The devil . . is an unwearied sollicitor, and will not lose 
his claim by discontinuance. 1884 Law Times Rep. 10 May 
322/1 What the plaintiff has done amounts to a discon- 
tinuance of his original action. 

t Discontrmiate, ppl. a. Obs. [ad. med.L. 
dis continual- tis, pa. pple. of discontinudre to Dis- 
continue : see -ate.] Discontinued, discontinuous. 
So Bisconti-nnated ppl. a. 

1623 N. Carpenter Geog. Del. 1. ii. (1635) 24 Continuate 
and diuisible things cannot bee made out of such things as 
are meerety discontinuate and indiuisible. 1641 Wilkins 
Mercury, v\. (1707) 26 Placing [the words) .. in four Lines, 
and after any discontinuate Order. x666 G. Harvey Morb . 
Angl. viii. 70 A Disease of discontinuated Unity. 

Discontinuation (diskpnti:in«,*i*Jbn). [a, F, 
discontinuation (14th c. in Littre), ad. med.L. dis- 
continuation-era, n. of action f. discontinudre to 
Discontinue: cf. Continuation.] 1 . The action 
of discontinuing, a. m Discontinuance i. 

x6ix Cotgr., Discontinuation , a discontinuation or dis- 
continuing. 1649 Alcoran 185 The righteous shall enjoy 
eternally the delight of Paradise without discontinuation. 
1736 Entick Proposals Chaucer’s Wks. x Gentlemen need 
not fear to be imposed upon by a Discontinuation of this 
Work. 1863 T. A. Trollope Marietta I. ii. 25 The dis- 
continuation of the houses. 1880 Contemp. Rev. July 164 
No one ever dreams of the discontinuation of the race. 

b. Solution of continuity ; = Discontinuance i b. 
a 1727 Newton (J.), Upon any discontinuation of parts, 
made either by bubbles or by shaking the glass, the whole 
mercury falls. 

2 . concr . A breach or interruption of continuity. 
1728 Morgan Algiers I. vi. 188 Pumps [shoes] in very bad 
order at the Sides, with some discontinuations in the Upper 
Leathers. 

f 3 . ^Discontinuance 3. Obs. (? error). 

1721 Bailey, Discontinuation [of Possession]. 

Discontinue (disk^nti-mz/), v. Also 5-6 -tyn-, 
-ew. [a. F. discontinue-r (14th c. in Littre), ad. 
med.L. discontinua-re , f. Dis- 4 + continudre to 
Continue.] I. trans. 

1 . To cause to cease ; to cease from (an action 
or habit) ; to break off, put a stop to, give up. 

1479 in Eng. Gilds (1 870) 414 King Edwarde the thirdde. . 
exemptkl the^ saide maires, and discontynewed theym, to 
, feche their saide charges at the castell yate of the foresaide 
Constable. 1533 Act 1 Mary 3rd Sess. c. 7. § 1 Many good 
Clothiers .. have been enforced to leave off and clearly 
discontinue their Cloth-making. 1633 Earl Manch. A l 
Mondo (1636) 95 It doth not disanull, but discontinue life. 
1692 Luttrell Brief R el, (1857) II. 589 The queen hath 
been pleased to order that the monthly fast should for the 
present he discontinued. 1726 Adv. Capf R. Boyle 140 
[He] begg’d that he would discontinue his Visits. 17^6 
Morse Amer. Geog. II. 33 They never discontinue their 
work on account of the darkness. 1893 Law Times XCV. 
5/2 Persons who had been customers discontinued their 
custom. ■ 

b. ellipt. To cease to take or receive, give or 
pay; to give up, leave off. 

Mod. I shall discontinue the newspaper at the end of the 
year. He has discontinued his subscription to the Society, 
f 2. To cease to frequent, occupy, or inhabit. 

14.. Mann, fy Househ. Exp. 555 Mowe I be ryte well .. 
loged here, 3ete I wol nat desskontenew that kontery, bote 
some tyme ther and some tyme here asschal plese me beste. 
1396 Shaks. Merck. V. m. iv. 75 Men shall sweare I haue 
discontinued schoole Aboue a twelue moneth. *399 — 
Much Ado v. i. 192, I must discontinue your companie. 
1645 Evelyn Mem. (1857) I. 166 A great city, .now discon- 
tinued and demolished by the frequent earthquakes. 
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,8. Law. a. To dismiss or abandon (a suit, etc.). 
1487 Act 3 Hen. VII, c. 10 Yf. .the seid writte of errour 
fee discontynued in defauteof the partie. x$8p Act 3 zEliz. 
c. 1. 1607-72 Cowell s. v. . Discontinuance, To be discon- 
tinued, and to be put sine die , is all one, and nothing else 
but to be dismissed finally the Court. 1704 Luttrell Brief 
Rel. (1857) Y* 501 Yesterday the lords adjourned having 
first discontinued the wrifit of error brought by Dr. Watson 
..he having not assign’d errors in due time. 1848 Wharton 
Law Lex. s. v. Discontinuance, A rule to discontinue is 
obtained by a plaintiff when he finds, that he has. miscon- 
ceived his action. 1891 Law Times X.C 473/1 After, delivery 
of defence the plaintiff discontinued his action. 

f b. To alien land in such a manner as operates 
to the * discontinuance ’ of the heir in tail. Obs. 

' 1495 Act xi Hen. VII, c. 60 Preamb., The seid John Mayne 
ih his lyf discontinued dyvers Iondes and tenementis whiche 
were intailed to him and to his Auncestres. 1574 tr. Little • 
toils Tenures 32 b, The continuance of the tenancye jn the 
tenaunte and in his bloode by the alyenacion is discontinued. 
a 1626 Bacon Max. Uses Com. Law ix. (1636) 37 If tenant 
in taile discontinue, and the discontinuee make a lease for 
life. 1818 Cruise Digest (ed. 2) V. 255 A fine is one of those 
assurances! by which an estate tail may be discontinued. 

+ 4 . To break the continuity of ; to interrupt, 
disrupt, sunder. Obs. 

1529 More Com/, agst. Trib. 1. Wks. 1154/1 A man hathe 
greate cause of feare and heauines that continueth alway 
stil in weith, discontinued wyth no tribulacion. 1660 Boyle 
New Exp. Phys. Meek, xxxvii.310 By heating ajump of Crys- 
tal . .and quenching it in . . Water, it would be discontinu'd by 
La multitude of Cracks. 1673 Ray Journ. Low C. 149 This 
bank of Earth . . is discontinued by seven . . breaks or aper- 
tures., by which the Lagune communicate with the gulf. 
1678 Cudworth IntelL Syst. 814 Solid bodies .. being once 
discontinued, are not easily consolidated together again. 
1727-51 Chambers Cycl. s.v. Disease , The bones, and flesh 
may be . . discontinued by fractures, and contusions. 

II. intrans . 

5 . To cease to continue; to cease, stop. 

■ 1555 Eden Decades 33 Leaste theyre bandes shulde dis- 
continewe from sheadinge of bludde. 1568-9 Act 11 ELiz. 
(in Bolton St at. Irel . (1621) 318) The O Neyles and other 
of the Irishrie. .tooke opportunitie to withdraw from their 
duetie of allegeance . . and so discontinued uncontrolled untill 
the foure and thirtieth yeare of . . King Henry the eight. 
1580 Baret A Iv. D 792 To discontinue a while from labour. 

t b. To be cut off or severed from ; to cease to 
reside ; to be absent. Obs. 

x6xi Bible Jer. xvii. 4 And thou, euen thyselfe, shalt dis- 
continue from thine heritage that I gaue thee. 1677 S. 
Herne Domus Carthusiana 188 They have liberty . . to 
discontinue two months in a year, 
d 8. To cease to be continuous ; to become dis- 
rupted. Obs. 

1626 Bacon Sylva § 24 Stillicides of Water . . will Draw 
themselues into a small thread, because they will not discon- 
tinue. 

Discontinued (disk/fatrni«d), ppl. a. [f. prec. 
vb. + -ed L] Broken off, interrupted, stopped ; 
made not continuous in time or space. 

Discontinued proportion i see quot. 1827, and c£ Con- 
tinued 4 a. 

1561 T. Norton Calvin's Inst. 1. 16 He deceiued silly men, 
and hath oft tymes vsed discontinued phrases, that vnder 
such visor he might hide his deceites. 1599 Hakluyt Voy. 
II. 1. 137 (R.) By renewing of the foresayd discontinued 
trade. 1624 N. De Laune tr. Du Moulin' s Logick 1 3 Number 
may be counted by it selfe -.but continued quantitie cannot 
be measured but by the helpe of the discontinued quantity. 
1728 Pemberton Newton's Philos. 155 This is the case of 
discontinued fluids. 1748 Richardson Clarissa (t8i i) VII. 
302 I’ll see if the air, and a discontinued attention will help 
me. 1827 Hutton Course Math. 1 . 1x3 When the difference 
or ratio of the consequent of one couplet, and the antece- 
dent of the next couplet, is not the same as the common dif- 
ference or ratio of the couplets, the proportion is discon- 
tinued. So 4, 2, 8, 6, are in discontinued arithmetical pro- 
portion. , 

Hence Discoutimuedness, the quality of being 
discontinued ; interruptedness. 

1727 in Bailey vol. II. 

Discontinuee (disk^ntimi#,**). In 6 -tinue, 
[f. Discontinue v. + -ee : corresp. in form to F. 
discontinue pa. pple.] One to whom an estate is 
aliened to the ‘discontinuance 5 of the heir in tail. 

*574 tar. Littleton's Tenures 121 a, If the tenaunte in the 
taile discontinue the taile, and after he disseiseth his discon- 
tinue, <21626 Bacon Max. *$■ Uses Cam, Law ix. (1636) 35 
The Feme takes another husband, who takes a feoffement 
from the discontinuee to him and his wife. 1642 Perkins 
Prof Bk. v. § 397. 171 If the issue in taile doth disseise the 
discontinuee of his Father of the land entailed. 1818 Cruise 
Digest V. 186 He afterwards disseised the discontinuee. 

Discontinuer. [f. Discontinue #. +-er b] 
One who discontinues. + b. esp. One who discon- 
tinues his residence or attendance ; an absentee. 

a 1613 Overbury Characters, Puritane Wks. (1856)80 He 
ever prayes against non residents, but is himselfe the 
greatest discontinuer, for he never keepes near his text. 1639 
m Laud's Rem. II. 174 (T.) The new statutes at Oxford 
permit none but those who . . reside there to take degrees. , 
so that many discontinues cannot in so short a time proceed 
as formerly. 1655 Fuller Ch. Hist. 11. Hi. § x6 He was no 
Discontinuer from his Convent, fora long time. ' 1655 j— 
Hist. Camb . 166 M. Bernard, a Discontinuer, and Lecturer 
of S. Sepulchers in London. 

Discontinuing’, vbl sb. [f. as prec. + -ING 1.3 
The action of the verb Discontinue ; cessation, 
interruption. !, 

x6xx Cotgr., Discontinuation, a discontinuation, or discon- 
tinuing. 1653 H. Cogan tr. Pinto's Tram. Ivii. (1663) 224 
All these pilgrims, which . . are all the year long without dis- 


continuing.' • <21715 Burnet Own Times (R.), There were 
so many uiscontmuings, and so many new undertakings. 

. t Discontrnuingly, adv. Obs. rare, [f. dis- 
continuing pr. pple. 4- -LY ’A] In a discontinuing 
manner ; without continuance. _ . , 

16x1 Cotgr., Discontinuement \ discontinuingly, mtermis- 
siuely, by stops' with interruptions. 

Discontinuity (diskpmtinizHti). [f- med.L. 
type *discontinuiias, f. discontinu-us : see next and 
-ity. Cf. F. discontinuity { 1^75 * n Hatz.-Darm.).] 

The quality or state of being discontinuous ; 
want or failure of continuity or uninterrupted 
sequence ; interrupted condition. 

1570 Dee Math. Pref. 35 They will not be extended, to 
discontinuitie. 1626 Bacon Sylva § 846 The Second is the 
Stronger or Weaker Appetite, in Bodies, to Continuitie, and 
to flie Discontinuitie. 1733 Chevne Eng. Malady 1. x. § 4 
(1734) 97 Nature seems only to have provided proper juices 
to fill up the Discontinuity [in wounds]. 1874 L. Stephen 
Hours in Library (1892) I. ix. 329 He passes from one con- 
ception to the other without the smallest consciousness 01 
any discontinuity. 1893 J. Pulsford Loyalty to Christ II. 
377 We are at the foot of the ladder, and they at the top; 
but they know there is no discontinuity between lowest and 
highest. „ 

b. with a and pi. A break or gap m a structure. 

1794 Sullivan View Nat. II. 413 The spots, may also be 

. . temporary holes, or discontinuities in the luminous meteor. 
1835 R. H. Froude Rem. (1838) 1 . 408, I see such jumps and 
discontinuities as make me despair of ever being intelligible. 

c. spec, in Math, said of a function or its varia- 
tion : see Discontinuous. 

Bisconti*nuo:r. Law. [f. Discontinue v. + 
-or.] The tenant in tail whose alienation of an 
estate has caused a discontinuance. 

*768 Blackstone Comm. III. 178 The law will not suppose 
the disconrinuor to have aliened the estate without power so 
to do, and therefore leaves the heir in tail to his action at 
law, and permits not his entry to be lawful. 

Discontinuous (disk^nti*ni«|Os), a. [f. med. 
L. discontinuous (in F .discontinue), f. Dis- 4 + 
coniinuus : see Continuous.] (Not in Johnson.) 

•pi. Producing discontinuity; breaking continuity 
between parts ; gaping. Obs. 

1667 Milton P. L. vi. 329 So sore The griding sword with 
discontinuous wound Pass’d through him. 1703 J. Philips 
Splendid Shilling (T.), A horrid chasm, disclos’d with orifice 
Wide, discontinuous. 

2 . Not continuous in space or time; characterized 
by want of continuity ; having interstices or breaks ; 
interrupted, intermittent. 

1718 Rowe it. Lucan m. 755 (Seager) Towers, engines, all 
come thundering to the ground: Widespread the discon- 
tinuous ruins lie. 1750 tr. Leonardus' Mirr. Stones 32 In 
which case the stones would be discontinuous and appear 
like little stones. 1832 Nat. Philos., Electro-Magnet, xi. 
§ 176 (Useful Knowl. Soc.) When the conductors are imper- 
fect, the currents are discontinuous. 1880 A. R. Wallace 
1 st. Life 13 This is one of the best cases . . of the discon- 
tinuous distribution of a species. 1883 Sir J. W. Chitty in 
Law Rep. 26 Ch. Div. 442 A right of way. .is a.discontinuous 
easement, because a man is not always walking in and out 
of his front door. 

3 . Math. Discontinuous function : one that varies 
discontinuously, and whose differential coefficient 
may therefore become infinite : opp. to continuous 
function (see Continuous 3). 

. 1837 Babbage Bridgew . Treat, iii. 59 note. Every law so 
imagined might be interrupted by any discontinuous func- 
tion. 1845 Cayley Inverse Elliptic Fund., Analytically 
discontinuous. 1881 Maxwell Electr. <$* Magn. I. 8 The 
first derivatives of a continuous function may be discontin- 
uous. 1885 Watson Sc Burbury Math. Th. Electr. $ Magn. 
I. 50 If p, the density of matter, be finite in any portion of 
space, the first differential coefficients of V cannot be dis- 
continuous in that portion of space. 

Bisconti/nuously, adv. [f. prec. + -ly 2.] 
In a discontinuous manner ; without continuity. 

1836 De Morgan Diffi, # Integr. Calculus 626 Those [series] 
which can become divergent, or as near divergency as we 
please, never are discontinuously connected with different 
functions; that is,, never represent one function for a value 
of x between one pair of limits, and another for values be- 
tween another pair. 1874 Lewes Probl. Life <$• Mind 1 . 177 
All the phenomena constituting the external reality to us 
are presented discontinuously. i88iSpottiswqode in Nature 
No. 624. 570 The effect of this Is to discharge the electricity 
discontinuously. •. 

Discontrnuousness. [f. as prec. + -ness.] 
A discontinuous condition ; want of continuity. 

1865 Grote Plato 1 . ii. 97 The advocates of absolute 
plurality and discontinuousness. 1883 H. Drummond Nat. 
Law in Spir. W. (ed. 2) 43 Is not this another instance of 
the discontinuousness of Law ? 

Bisconve'ttience, sb, Obs. exc. dial. [ad. 
L. disconvenientia (Tertull. c 200), f. disconvenient- 
em : see Disconvknient and -ence. Cf. F. dis- 
convtnance , Pr. and Sp. dis-, desconveniencial\ 
fl. Want of agreement or correspondence; in- 
congruity, inconsistency. (The opposite of Con- 
venience sb. j.,) Obs. 

c 1430 LyDg. Min. Poems (1844) 82 Where mesure faileth 
is disconuenience. a 1619 Fotherby Atkeom. 11. iii, § 2 (1622) 
2x3 A necessary disconuenience, where any thing is allowed 
to bee cause of it selfe. *656 Hobbes Liberty, etc. (1841) 87 
Fear ariseth many times out of natural antipathies, but in 
these disconveniences of nature deliberation hath no place 
at all. 1660 R. Coke. Justice Vind. 39 Tbe dictate of right 
reason, shewing to any action, from its convenience or dis- 


con venience with Rational nature, that there is in it a Moral 
turpitude or a Moral necessity. 

i f 2 . Unfitness, unsuitableness, impropriety. (The 
: opposite of Convenience 4.) Obs. 

14. . Lydg. Secrees 953 Ther is a maneer disconvenience 
! In Re publica is hoolde vicious, A kyng.to pleyne vpon In- 
digence, Outhir in desirs to been Avaricious. 1598 Florid 
; Scouuenenolezza , disconuenience, vnseemelines. 

3 . Inconvenience, incommodity, disadvantage''; 

| (with pi.) something inconvenient, an inconveni- 
ence. (The opposite of Convenience sb. 5-7.) 
Obs. exc. dial. 

1553 Grimalde Cicero's Offices Pref. to Rdr., To such sortes 
of annoyaunce and disconuenience light and moderation is 
brought by morall doctrine. , 1566 Painter Pal. Pleas . 1. 
183 What tormentes be in love, what travailes in pursute . , 
what disconveniences. 1615 J . Stephens Satyr. Ess. 202 
Hee. .lookes to the disconveniences, not the commodity, hee 
getts by possession. 1645 QuarLes Sol. Recant. 11. 65 What 
harm, what disconvenience lies In being foole? what vant- 
age to be wise ? 1825-80 Jamieson, Disconvenience, incon- 
venience. Aberd. 

BisconveTiience, v. dial. [f. prec. : cf. 
Convenience#.] trans. To put to inconvenience; 
to inconvenience. 

1825-80 Jamieson, Disconvenience, to put to inconvenience. 
[Aberd.] 1894 Crockett Raiders xviii. 159 Sand^had no 
cloak, .yet he did not appear in the least disconvenienced. 

t Bisconve’niency. Obs. [f. L .disconvem- 
entia : see Disconvenience and -ency.] Thequality 
of being disconvenient ; ** Disconvenience sb. 

1621 Bp. Mountagu Diatribes 42 The disconueniency or 
inconueniency of the duty commanded. 1640 Bp. Reynolds 
Passions 39 The .natural conveniency or disconvenieney 
which it beareth to the faculty. 1650 T. Vaughan Anima 
Magica 7 None but God .. foresaw the Conveniencies and 
Pisconveniencies of his Creatures. 

Disconve nient, a. Obs, exc. dial. [ad. L. 
disconvenient-em, pr. pple* of disconvenire to dis- 
agree, be inharmonious or inconsistent, f. Dis- 4 + 
convenire to agree, suit : see Convenient.] 

1 1 . Not in accordance {with), not consonant (to), 
incongruous ; unsuitable, inappropriate. (The op- 
posite of Convenient 1-4.) Obs. 

1398 T revisa Barth. DeP.R. ix. xv. (1495)356 That tyme 
is moost dysconuenyent and vnacordynge to medycyne. 
1526 Pilgr . Perf. (W. de W. 1531) 49 To chose that is con- 
uenyent: for our nature, and to eschewe & flee all that is dis- 
conuenient to the same. 1660 R. Coke Justice Vind. 39 
Actions convenient or disconvenient with Rational nature. 

2 . Inconvenient, disadvantageous. (The opposite 
of Convenient 6.) Obs. exc. dial. 

c 1450 tr. De Imitatione iii. liv, Suche J?inges as seme]> to 
the disconuenient 8 z lest profitable. 1538 Starkey England 
1. iy. 140 Such pryuylege at the fyrst begynnyng of the 
Church . . were veray expedyent . . no les then they be now 
dysconuenyent. 1632 J. Hayward tr. Biondi's Eromeua 
132 _ To continue as I am, is for many respects djscoti- 
venjent unto me. 1825-80 Jamieson, Disconvenient , incon- 
venient. [Aberd.] 

Diseonventicle : see Dis- 7 b. 
Biscoplioran (diskp-foran), a. and sb. Z00L 
[f. mod.L. Discophora, pi. neut. of discophorus , a. 
Gr. diOKcxpbpos bearing the discus (f. Uckos discus, 
4 -<popos bearing), taken in sense 4 bearing a disk ’.] 

A. adj. 1 . Belonging to the subclass Discophora 
of Iiydrozoa, comprising the jelly-fishes. 2 . Be- 
longing to the order Discophora of suctorial worms, 
synonymous with Hirudinea or leeches. 

B. sb. One of the Discophot'a (in either sense). 
Also BiscopLore (drsk<ffo«i). ; 

1878 Bell Gegenbaur's Comp. Anat. 98 Forms . . closely 
allied to the larvae of the Discophora. 

Discopliorous (diskp-foros), a. Zool . [f. mod. 
L. discophor-us (a. Gr. focttcotpopos ; see prec.).] 

1 . Having an umbrellar disk, as a jelly-fish : see 
prec. A. 1. 2 . Having a sucking-disk, as a leech : 
see prec. A. 2. 3 . Of or pertaining to the Disco- 
phora. 

1879 G. Allen Col. Sense iii. 28 The. .conjectural limit of 
discophorous vision. 

Discoplacental, etc. : see Disco-. 

Discord . (drsk^id), sb,. Also 3-4 des-, 4-5 
dys-. [ME. des-, discord, a. OF. descord, descort 
(12th c.), discord, -cort (1 4-- 15th c.), vbl. sb. f. 
descorder : see Discord v. (OF. had also des-, 
discorde (ad. L. discordia), whence perh. ME. spell- 
ing discords . ] 

1 . Absence of concord or harmony (between per- 
sons) 5 disagreement of opinions and aims; variance, 
dissension, strife. 

1297 R. Glouc. (1724) 196 Vor July Cesar yt nom vorst . . 
poru descord & contek, pat hytuene or elderneWas b°- 
a 1300 Cursor M. 22223 (Cott.) Bot if dissenciun bi-tide, . . 
bat es. .discord and stnjf. 1340 Ayenb. 43 pe zenne pf ham 
pet zawep discord, c 1400 Maundev. (1839) v. 38 Thei weren 
at gret Discord, for to make a Soudan. 1535 Coverdale 
Prom. xv. 18 An angrie man stirreth vp strife, but he yt is 
pacient stilleth discorde. *591 Shaks. x Hen. VI, v. v. 63 
For what is wedlocke forced? but a Hell, An Age of discord 
and continuall strife, *632 Lithgow Tram. vra. 354 These 
two BaroDes were at great discord, about the love of a young 
Noble woman. *779-81 Johnson L. P., Fenton, Men who- 
at that time of discord and debate consulted conscience .. 
more than interest. *85® Kingsley Misc. (i860) I. *3 Trying 
to sow discord between man and man, class and class. 


DISCOKD. 


427 


b. ; personified, : , . . : 

3:667 Milton P. L. x. 707 Discord first, Daughter of Sin, 
among th’ irrational, Death introduced. 1784 Cowper Task 

iv. 482 Fell' Discord, arbitress of such debate. 1832 Tenny- 
son Love Thou thy Land 68 Regard gradation, lest the Soul 
Of Discord race the rising wind. 

Apple of discord: see Apple 5. 

2 . Want of agreement or harmony (between 
things') ; diversity, difference. 

1387 Trevisa Higdeit (Rolls) IV. 35 (Matz.) J>is seventy. . 
translated >e lawe wi^oute^ discorde of wordes oj>er of 
menynge. 1520 Caf ion's Chron . Eng. iv. 37/1 For the 
dyscorde of the paschal tyme he called a counsell in Alex- 
ander. 1590 Shaks, Mids. N. v. i. 60 Merry and tragical!. . 
How shall wee finde the concord of this discord ? x6o8-ix 
Bp. Hall Medit.fi Vowes 11. § 49 Nothing makes so strong 
and mortall hostility, as discord in religions. 3732 Pope 
Ess, Man 1. 291 All Nature is but Art, unknown to thee 
;. All Discord, Harmony not understood. a 1806 Bp. Hors- 
ley Strm. III. xxxix, (R.), The discordance of these errors 
is mistaken for a discord of the truths on which they are 
severally grafted. 1882-3 Schaff Encycl. Relig. Knowl. 
II. 1041/1 The relations of the Church to the government 
Of Baden, .were entirely at discord with his own views. 

3 . Mus, (The opposite of Concord.) a. Dis- 
agreement or want of harmony between two or 
more musical notes sounded together ; dissonance, 
b. A combination of two or more notes not in 
harmony with each other; a chord which by itself 
is unpleasing or unsatisfactory to the ear, and re- 
quires to be ‘ resolved’ or followed by some other 
chord, e. The interval between two notes forming 
a discord; any interval except the unison, octave, 
perfect fifth and fourth, major and minor thirds, 
and major and minor sixths (and the octaves of 
these), d. A single note which is dissonant with 
another, or with the other notes of a chord. 

c 1440 Promp. Parv. 122/1 Dyscorde yn songe, disso- 
nance. 1579 E. K. in Spenser's Sheph . Cal. Ep. Ded. § 1 
Oftentimes a dischorde in Musick maketh a comely con- 
cordaunce. 1600 Siiaks. A. Y. L. 11. vii. 6 If he, compact 
of iarres, grow Musicall, We shortly shall liaue discord in 
the Spheares. 1609 Douland Omith. Microl. 79 A Discord 
..is the mixture of diuers sounds, naturally offending the 
eares. 1674 Playford Skill Mus. hi. i The Discords are, 
a Second, Fourth, and Seventh, with their Eighths. 1691-8 
Norris Prod. Disc, 229 As in Musick, what is Discord in 
particular and separately considered, will be Harmony upon 
the whole. _ 1793 Mason Ch. Mus. i. 55 An adept . , might 
give his scientific hearers supreme pleasure by his skilful 
manner of resolving his discords. 1864 Browning Abi 
Vogler xi, Why rushed the discords in but that harmony 
should be prized ? 1875 Ouseley Harmony viii. 95 The 
chord in which the dissonance is heard is called a Discord. 
1881 Macfarren Counterp. i. 2 A discord is a chord that js 
unsatisfactory in itself, or it is a note foreign to the prevail- 
ing harmony. 

fig. 2:650 B. DiscoUimihinm 46 My harmonious Pulse 
beats nothing but melodious Discords, to the tune of the 
Crosse and the Harpe. 1878 J. P. Hopps Jesus viii. 30 He 
had silenced the discords of passion in his own breast. 

4 . Disagreement or want of harmony between 
sounds ; a mingling or clashing of sounds, a con- 
fused noise ; a harsh or unpleasing sound. (Often 
with allusion to the musical sense ; see prec.) 

1390 Shaks. Mids. N. iv. i. 123 , 1 neuer heard So musicall 
a discord, such sweet thunder. 1602 Marston A nt. <$- Mel. 

v. Wks. 1856 1 . 67 There remaines no discord that can sound 
Harsh accents to the eare of our accord. 1667 Milton P. L, 
Vi. 209 Arms on Armour clashing bray’d Horrible discord, 
and the madding Wheeles Of brazen Chariots rag’d. 1791 
Mrs. Radcliffe Rom, p'orest v, The bravura of La Motte 
whose notes sounded discord to his ears. 1835 Lytton 
Rienzi 1. iv, The very sight, the very voice of a Colonna, 
was a blight to his eye and a discord to his ear. 

5 . Comb., as discord-wastedssFy 

1813 Shelley Q , Mab iv. 79 The discord-wasted land. 

+ Drscord, a. rare. [a. F. discord , in 1 304 dis- 
co's (Godef.)j ad. L. discors , discord-em discordant, 
at variance : see next.] Discordant. 

a 1425 Chaucers Pars. T. ? 744 [MSS. Lansd., Petw., 
Selden] Vnmesurable &discorde {other MSS. desordeyUee, 
disordeyned] couetise. 1309 Hawes Past. Pleas, xvi. xiii, 
For musike doth sette in all unyte The discorde thynges 
whiche are variable. 1606 G. W[oodcocke] tr, Hist. Ivstiue 
Ep. Ded., In Musicke, manie discord notes and manie tunes 
make one consent. 

Discord (disked), v.l Also 4-6 dys-. [a. 
OF. des-, discorde-r (13th c. in Littre), ad. L. dis- 
corddre to be at variance, f. discors , discord- adj. 
discordant, f. Dis- + cor, cord - heart : cf . concord.] 

1 . intr.Gi persons: To disagree, f differ ’ ; to 
he at variance, to quarrel,; also, to dissent from, 

« 1300 Cursor M. 23640 (Cott.) pe gode . . wit alkin thing 
sal Jure acorde, pe wicked . . wit alkxn scaft )>ai sal discord. 
TZ X340 Hampole Psalter cxix. 6 With J?aim Jrat discord is 
fra j?e charite of halikyrke i held anhede. c 1400 Lanfranc's 
Cirurg. 72 per ben manye men Fat discorden of dietynge 
of men pat ben woundid. 1494 Fabyan Chron. 1. xxv. 18 
Here discordyth myn Auctour with some other wryters. 
*535 Stewart Cron. Scot, II. 275 Plow the Lordis of Scot- 
land discordit at the Huntis. *677 Gale Crt. Gentiles 11. 
iv, ,404 The human wil cannot discord from the Divine. 
1848 Thackeray Van. Fair xlv, They discorded with her. 
*867 Carlyle in Remin. (1881) II. 124 We discorded 
commonly on two points. 

2 . Of things (chiefly) : To be different (/pom), 

discordant or inconsistent {with). < 

1388 Wyclif Rom. Jerome’s Prol., He wolde shewen the 
newe to not discorden fro the olde testament, c 1450 Mirour 
Saluacioun 2227 Thire two last preceptes semes to discorde 
w nothing. 1494 Fabyan Chron. 1. lxxv. (R ), Thyse two 


nacions discorde in maners, but nat in clothing and infayth. 
2608 Hieron Def. Ministers' Reasons Ref us. Subscription 
m 166 Not because it accordeth or discordeth with the 
original. 2818 J as. Mill Brit. India 1 1 , v. y. 484 The party, 
the views of which were apt to dikiord with those of the 
leading members of the government. 

b. Of sounds : To be discordant or dissonant ; 
to jar, clash. 

a 1340 Hampole Psalter cl. 4 Acorde, as of sere voicys, 
noght discordand, is swete sange. c 1440 Promp. Parv. 
222/1 Dyscordyn yn sounde, or syngynge, dissono, deliro. 
2530 Baret Alv. D801 To Discord, or disagree in tune. 
2626 Bacon Sylva § 227 But Sounds do disturb and alter 
one the other . . Sometimes the one jarring or discording 
with the other and making a confusion. 

+ 3 . trails. To make discordant. Ohs. rare. 

2399 Sandys E? tropes Spec . (1632) 42 They adventure not 
to play upon that string, .for fear of discording all the rest 
of their harmonie. a 1627 [see Discorded]. 

t Disco'rd, vfi Ohs. Farriery . [f. Dis- 7 a 4 - 

Cokd sb. i] traits. To replace (the intestine) of an 
incorded or ruptured horse. So Disco*rding vbl. 
sb., the relieving of hernia in this way. 

1607 To ps ell Eourf. Beasts (1658) 307 Having so dis- 
corded, that is to say, returned the gut into his right place. 
Ibid., Forget not the next day after his discording to un- 
loosen the list, and to take it away, .and: at the three weeks 
end. .it were not amisse to geld the stone on that hideaway, 
so shall lie never be encorded again on that side. 

■f Discordable, a. Obs. [ME. discorda'ble , 
a. OF. des-, discardable , ad. L. discorddbil-is dis- 
agreeing, discordant, f. discorddre : see Discord v. 
and .-BLE,] Characterized by discord, discordant. 

c 1374 Chaucer Troylns in. 2704 (1753), Elements, that 
been so discordable. 1393 Gower Conf. II. 225 It is nought 
discordable Unto my word, but accordable. 2349 Compi. 
Scott, xi. 100 The samnetes herd the tua discordabil consellis 
of herenius. 

Biscorda 33 .ce (disk/Mdans). [a. OF. des-, dis- 
cordance — It. scordanza for discordanza (Florio), 
L. type *discorddntia, f. discorddre : see Discord 
v. and -ance.] 

1. The fact of being discordant ; disagreement, 
want of concord. 

1340 Ayenb. 259 Vor of pe discordance of pe herte comj? 
pe discordance of he bodie. c 1386 Chaucer Pars. T. f 2c 1 
After the diverse discordances of oure wikkednesses. 2483 
Gaxton Gold. Leg. 427 b/2 Thys holy saynt Yues laboured 
euer to pease alle dyscordaunce and stryf. 2494 Fabyan 
Chron. I. vi. ccxiii. (R.)> In this sayinge appereth some 
discordaunce with other writers, a 1619 Fotherby A theom, 
11. xii. § 1 (1622) 329 The whole concordance of the world 
consists in discordances. 1656 Hobbes Liberty , etc . (R.), 
The discordance between the action and the law. 1819 
Mackintosh Sp. in Ho. Com. 2 Mar. Wks. 1846 III. 374 
This rapidly increasing discordance between the letter and 
the practice of the Criminal Law, arose in the best times of 
our history. 2864 J. H. Newman Apol 106 They were in 
discordance with each other, from the first, in their estimate 
of the means, [etc.]. 

2. Discord of sounds ; harsh, or dissonant noise. 

C1400 Rom. Rose 4251 In floites made he discordaunce. 
2483 Cath. Angl. 101/1 A Discordance . . desonmicia. 2802 
Southey Thalaba xii. viii, Cries, Which rung in wild dis- 
cordance round the rock. ^ 1878 Besant & Rice Celia's A rb. 
xviii. (1887) 132 The curious mixture of discordances Which 
rose to the organ-loft. 

Discordancy (diskfidansi). [ad. L. type 
*discordantia : see prec. and -ancy.] 

1. The condition or quality of being discordant. 

1608 D. T. Ess. Pol. Sf Mor. 94 "Where there is a difference 
therefore in Religion, there is alwaies lightly a discordancie 
in affection. 2780 Burke Sp. at Bristol Wks. III. 357 In 
such a discordancy of sentiments, it is better to look to the 
nature of things than to the humours of men, 2825 Jane 
Austen Emma 1. xii. 83 Our discordancies must always 
arise from my being in the wrong. 2853 Browning Ferishtah 
(1884) 128 How reconcile discordancy. 

2. = Discordance 2 . 

1607 Walkington Opt. Glasse v.^ The body is like an 
instrument of musicke, that when it hath a discordancy in 
the strings, is wont to jarr$. 2796 Stedman Surinam II. 
xvi. 4 Absolutely deafened by discordancy and noise. 

Discordant (disk/udant), a. (sb.) [ME. des-, 
dis-, dyscordant , a. OF. des-, discordant, pr. pple, 
of descorder : see Discord v. and -ant.] 

1. Not in accord, not harmoniously connected or 
related ; at variance ; disagreeing, differing ; in- 
congruous. Const . to, from, with. 

[1292 Britton i. Prol, (1865) 2 En taunt qe lour usages ne 
soynt mie descordauntz a dreiture.] c 2374 Chaucer Troy- 
his n. 988 (1037) No discordaunt ping y-fere, As pus, to 
vsen termes of Physik. a 1420 Hoccleve De Reg. Princ. 
96 As discordant as day is to the nygbt. 1550 Bale Apology 
75 (R.) So long as he is so dyscordaunte to hymself. 2651 
Hobbes Leviath. ii. xxvi. 140 The reasons and resolutions 
are, and must remain discordant. 1677 Hale Prhn. Grig, 
Man. l ii. 57 If discordant from it, the sentence of Con- 
demnation [follows]. 2781 Cowper Retirement 173 Dis- 
cordant motives in one centre meet. 1868 E, Edwards 
Raleigh. I. iv. 52 The current accounts are in some points 
curiously discordant’ yet far less discordant than are the 
portraits. 2868 Gladstone Juy. Mundi i. (1870) 16 Testi- 
mony . .in no case discordant with that of the Iliad. 

b. Living in discord/disagreeing, quarrelsome. 
2547 J, Harrison Exhort. Seottes H iij, I. .accuse, .my ne 
awne rebellious, discordant and graceles children. 1397 
Shaks. 2 Hen. IV, Induct. 19 The blunt monster with 
vneounted heads, The still discordant, wauering multitude. 
2776 Johnson Let. to Boswell 21 Dec., When once a dis- 
cordant family has felt the pleasure of peace, they will not 
willingly lose it. 1803 Wellesley in Owen Desf. 328 He 
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united that , discordant and turbulent race in the common 
cause. ' , . . 

2 . Of sound : Inharmonious, dissonant, jarring. 

C240Q Rom. Rose 4247 Discordaunt ever fro armonye. 
And distoned from melodie. 1701 Congreve Hymn to 
Harmony vi, War, with discordant notes and jarring noise 
The. harmony of peace destroys. 2762 Kames Elew. Crit. 
ii.Jj 6 (1833) 68 Two sounds that refuse incorporation or 
mixture, are said to be discordant. 2784 Cowper Task vi. 
787 No passion touches a discordant string, But all is har- 
mony and love. 1872 L. Stephen Playgr . Eur. (1894) vii. 
156 Some discordant' shrieks from our guides made the 
summer night hideous. 

t B. sb. in fil. Discordant things, attributes, or 
propositions. Obs. 

c 1400 Test. Love xi. (1542) 319 a/2 By these accordaunces, 
discordantes ben ioyned. 2352 T\ Wilson Logike (1580) 
52 Contraries, are suche discordauntes, as can not be, at 
one and the same tyme, in one substaunce. Ibid. 52 b, 
Note further, that all discordauntes are not contrary, ac- 
cordyng to their, .common accidentes, but accordyng to 
their proper difference. 

lienee Disco ’rdantuess, discordant quality. 

1727 Bailey vol. II, Discordantness, disagreeableness. 

Discordantly (disk^udantli), adv. [f. prec. -f 
-ly 2 ] In a discordant manner ; inharmoniously, 
inconginously. 

1663 Boyle Colours Wks. I. 741 (R.) If they be discordantly 
tuned .. being struck together they make but a harsh and 
troublesome noise. 2843 Carlyle Past Pr. 1. i. (1845) 6 
Human faces gloom discordantly, disloyally on one another. 
2876 Mozley Univ. Serm. i. (1877) 15 1 he most discordantly 
opposite characters have yet exhibited a common element 
in this inspiration of a great hatred. 

t Disco*rded, ppl a. Obs. [f. Discord v. + 
l .] Set at variance ; fallen out. 

a 1627 Middleton Anything for Quiet Life v. ad fin.. 
Discorded friends aton’d, men and their wives. 

T Bisco*rder. Obs. Also 5 -our. [a. AF, 
discordour, OF. discordcor, f. des-, discorder to 
Discord: see -eeL] A quarreller; a maker of 
discord. 

c 1400 tr. Secret a Secret., Gov. Lordslt. (E. E. T. S.) 225 
A full fface withouten bolnyng, bytokyns a stryuer, a dys- 
cordour. a 1628 F. Grevili.e Sidney (1 652) m Tributes to 
their common Idol Discorder. 

Disco rdful, a. rare. [f. Discord sb. (earlier 
disco'rd) -f -ful.J Full of discord ; quarrelsome. 

1396 Spenser F. Q. iv. ii. 30 Unmindfull both of that dis- 
cordfull crew. Ibid. iv. iv. 3 Blandamour full of vain- 
glorious spright, And rather stird by his discordfull dame. 
2867 G. Macdonald Poems 167 Why should I discordful 
things Weave into cadence ordered right ? 

Discording* (disk^*idiij \ vbl. sb. [f. Discord 
v. + -ing 1 .] Disagreeing, disagreement, dis- 
cordance. 

2297 R. Glouc.(i 724)255 Bytuene hem nas non dyscordyng. 
1483 Cath. Angl. 101/1 A Discordynge of voces, diap/tonia. 
2593 Bilson Govt. Christ's Ch. 96 The false report of their 
discording everywhere spread by these deceivers. 

Discording (disk^-rdiq \ ppl. a. [f. as prec. + 
-ING A] Disagreeing, discordant. 

c 2374 Chaucer Boeik . m. Pr. ii. 68 Dyuerse sentences and 
discordyng. 1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R , v. xxiii. [1495) 
231 A dyscordyng voyce . . trowbleth the acorde of many 
voyces. c 1400 Maundev. (Roxb.) iv. 11 pe land of Grece 
es pe next cuntx-ee pat variez and es discordand in faith 
and letters fra vs and oure^ faith. ^ 1396 Dalrymple tr. 
Leslie's Hist. Scot. 1 . 68 Nathing .. discordeng w 6 the truth 
of the historic. 2633 Struther True Happiness 228 
Yet they have but a discording concord. 2706 De Foe 
Jure Div. xi. 247 Discording Parties can no Pleasure 
bring, No Safety to the People, or the King. 1808 Scott 
Mann . iil Introd. viii, Whose doom discording neighbours 
sought. 

t Drscordons, a. Obs, [f. L. discors, discord- 
adj. (or Eng. Discord sb.) + -ous. Cf. med.L. 
discordiosits , OF. descordieus, of which the Eng. 
repr. would be disco rdious.\ Characterized by 
or full of discord; of the nature of discord ; dis- 
cordant. 

2397-8 Bp. Hall Sat. hi. i. 42 And men grue greedie, 
discordous, and nice. 2612-15 — Contempt., 0. T. xiu. V, 
The harsh and discordous notes. 1633 — Hard Texts 555 
I heare and abhorre the discordous noise of your sins. 

f Disco'riate, ppl- Obs. fare. [ad. med.L. 
discoridt-us, pa. pple. of discoridre to flay, skin, 
scourge (in Du Cange), f. L. dis- (Dis- 4 ) + cori-um 
skin, hide: cf. earlier L. decoridre to skin, and see 
De - pref. 6.] Flayed. 

2483 Caxton Gold, Leg. 271 b/i He was of them discory- 
ate and flayn quyck, and deyde not. 

Discorporat e (disk/*jpor<?t\ ppl. a. rare. [f. 
Dis- io + Corporate tr.: perh. ad. med, (Anglo)L. 
discorporatus dissolved, ‘ corpus discorporatum 
dissolutum declaramus ’ RymerXV. 244/1.] 

f 1 . Deprived of corporate character and privi- 
leges ; made no longer a corporation ; disin- 
corporated. Obs. 

1682 Eng. Elect. Sheriffs 45 The City was never to this 
day discorporate. 1688 Lond. Gaz. No. 2391/1 Such of the 
said Corporations . . are not Discorporate or Dissolved. 

% Not corporate ; not united into a corporation ; 
dissociated. ( nonce-use .) . 

1833 Carlyle Diderot in Misc. Ess. (x888) Y. xi Corpora- 
tions of all sorts have perished ifrom corpulence) ; and now 
instead of the seven corporate selfish spirits, we have the 
four and twenty millions of discorporate selfish. 
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Biscorporate (clisk^-iporrit), v. rare. [f. Dis- 
6 + Corporate v. : perh. immed. repr. a med.L. 
*discorporare : cf. prec.] 

L tram. To deprive of corporate character; to 
dissolve (a corporate body). 

1683 T. Hunt Def. Charter Lond. 40 A Corporation or 
Society of men may discorporate and dissolve themselves. 

2 . To separate from a corporate body ; to disso- 
ciate, disconnect. 

1891 Edin. Rev. Oct. 309 Grattan .. predicted that a 
priesthood unconnected with^ the English Government 
would lead to a Catholic laity discorporated from the people 
of England. 

f Discorrespo*n&ency„ Oh. [f. Dis- 9 ; cf. 
next.] Want of correspondence. 

a 1641 Bp. Mountagu Acts Mon. (1642! 420 Those 
words . . make very much dis correspondency inter parts 
which doe hang handsomely enough together. 

t Discorrespcrndent, a. Obs. rare- 1 , [f. 
Dis- To, J Lacking correspondence or congruity; 
not answering one to another. 

1654 W. Mount ague Devoid Ess. 11. vii. § 3 (R.) It would 
be discorrespondeut in respect of God. 

f Disco Tsiire, a. Med. Obs. [f. Dis- 10 + 
Corsive,] Not ‘ corsive 1 , corrosive, or eschaxotic. 

1662 R. Mathew Uul. Alck. § 99. 163 It is altogether 
discorsive, and not contractive, and therefore safe and 
profitable for Women that have Cankers in their breasts. 

f Disco se, a. Obs. rare, [ad . mod, L. discos -us , 
f. discus Disk : see -ose.] Characterized by a disk. 

1686 Phil. Trans. XVI. 285 These haue radiated, disease, 
and flat Flowers. 

Discost, var. of Dtscoast v. Obs. 
tDiscostate (disk^st/t), a. Bot. Obs. [f. 
Dis- 1 + L. cos Lit -us ribbed, Costate, f. costa a 
rib.] Of leaves : Having rad iately divergent ribs. 

1849 Balfour Matt. Bot. 72 Discostate {later edd. Diver- 
gent], 

Diseostomatous : see Disco-. 

Diseoum.-, -counfLte, etc., obs. ff, Discomfit. 
+ BisCOirnsel, v. Obs. In 5 discounseylle. 
[ad. OF. descan- , descunseillier ~ It. disconsigliare : 
prob. common Romanic, f. des-, dis - (Dis- 4) + L. 
consilidre to Counsel.] 

X. trans. To counsel (a person) against some 
undertaking or course of action ; to give advice 
dissuading from ; =Disadvise 2. (Also with 
double object, quot. 1477.) 

c 1477 Caxton Jason g6 b, [The king] cam to Jason . . and 
moche dis-counceylled him themerprise of colchas. 1483 
— Gold. Leg. 1 17 b/i Ye discounseylle your frendes fro the 
euerlastyng lyf. a 1357 Mrs. M. Basset tr. More's Treat. 
Passion Wks. 2392/2 He dyscounsayled hym to take thys 
death vppon hym, 1600 Holland Livy xxxvi. xxxiv. 938 
He . . would have discounselied and skared them .. from, 
foolish and furious dessignes. 

absol. 2559 Homilies 1. Adultery n, (1859) 122 Holy 
Scripture disswadeth (or discounselleth) from doing that 
filthy sinne. 

2 . To give counsel against (an action or under- 
taking) ; = Disadvise 1. 

1599 Sandys Eitropae Spec. (1632'' ro8 They .. not onely 
inhioite. .the reading of Protestant Bookes. .but disco unsell 
also all joyning with them in any service of God. a 1631 
Donne Sentt. cii. (1848) IV. 361 Joab ..did yet dissuade 
and discounsel this numbering of the people. 

t Discounselled, ppl. a. Obs. In 5 des- 
counceylled. [after OF. desconseillii discouraged, 
left without comfort, disconsolate, pa. pple.of des- 
conseillier\ see prec.] Without resource or support, 
desolate, disconsolate. 

[1292 Britton hi. v. § i Soen heritage, qe fust endormi et 
desconsele [v.r. descounseillee, tr. unsupported]. Ibid. 
iv. Hi. § 4 Si la eglise demoerge desconseile [unprovided] 
outre vi meys. Ibid. § 10 Cum ele fust tout volde et des- 
consele.] 1480 Caxton Ovids Met. xm. ix, Now I am., 
fallen in orphanyte of parents & of my lorde, and am poure 
& desherytid, exilled & descounceylled. 

Discount \di*skaunt), sb. Also 7 diseompt. 
[a. 1 6th c. F. descompte , earlier desconte , mod.F. 
dicompte, vbl. sb. f. descompier to Discount. 

The French descompte, decamp te has riot the technical 
sense of discount , which is expressed by escompte. with vb, 
escompter, adapted from It. sconto, scontare. The earlier 
sense of discount in Eng. was app. as in French, the 
technical sense being later, taken perhaps from Italiansconto, 
though attached to the existing word.] 
f X. An abatement or deduction from the amount, 
or from the gross reckoning or value of anything. 
Obs. (exc. as in 2). 

1622 "Eng. Commissioners to fas. /, in Fortesc. Papers 
189 The discount of the pepper brought into Hollande. 
1669-70 Marvell Corr. cxxxix. Wks. 1872-5 II. 306 In 
discount of the third yeare to be layd at the Custom e 
House, to supply what falls short. 1727-51 Chambers 
CycL, Discount , is also used with less propriety for the 
tare, or waste of any commodity, sum, etc. There are 12 
shillings discount in this bag. The cag of oil sent me from 
Spain leaks; there are fifty pints discount. 1798 Bay 
Amer. Law Rep. (1809) I. 16 Against plaintiff's bill, defen- 
dant filed a discount for the loss of rent by plaintiff's delay. 
Ibid. 1 17 Permitted to offer [their claim} in discount against 
plaintiff's demand, 
b. Jig. (partly from 2.) 

1753 A. Murphy Grays-Inn Jfml, No, 56 p 9 The 
Peevishness of these my Creditors is a great Discount upon 
my Happiness. 1794 Miss Gunning Packet III. 38 Present 
fears are a heavy discount on future expectations. 2859 


F. Hall Vdsavadattb 54 The partiality for Bauddhas .. 
must, very likely, be received with liberal discount. 

2 . Commerce, a. A deduction (usually at a certain 
rate per cent.) made for payment before it is due, 
or for prompt payment, of a bill or account ; a 
deduction for cash payment from the price of an 
article usually sold on c edit ; any deduction or 
abatement from the nominal value or price. 

1690 Leybourn Curs. Math, no For diseompt or rebate 
of money, this is the Proportion. 1702 Burlesque R. 
L' Estrange' s Vis. Qnev. 269 Here's ready Money : Speak, 
what Discount? 2837 Penny CycL IX. 18/1 The name of 
discount is also applied to certain trade allowances upon the 
nominal prices of goods. Ibid., The rates of discount in [a 
list now before us| vary from 5 to 40 per cent, upon the 
nominal prices of the different articles. _ 1862 Burton Bk. 
Hunter (1863) 252 Draw all the profits without discount or 
percentage. Mod. A retail bookseller who gives twopence 
in the shilling discount. A discount of 5 per cent, is offered 
for payment of this account before the end of the month. 

b. The deduction made from the amount of a 
bill of exchange or promissory note, by one who 
gives value for it before it is due, this deduction 
being calculated at a defined rate per cent, ior the 
time the document has to run ; practically, the in- 
terest charged by a banker or bill-discounter for 
advancing the value of a bill before it is due. 

This is the common form in which banks and discount- 
houses advance money to persons engaged in commerce ; the 
banker or discounter having thus purchased the bill at a dis- 
count keeps it till maturity, when he realizes the full amount. 
In practice, discount is calculated as the interest on the 
amount of the bill for the time it has to run; this is more 
than what arithmeticians call the true discount, which is 
reckoned as interest on the present worth {i. e ^ that sum 
which if invested at the given rate for the given time would 
amount to the face value). 

1683 R. Clavel {title), Tables for the Forbearance and 
Diseompt of Money. 1732 De Foe Eng. Tradesman I. 
Pref. 11 The dismal consequences of usury, high discount, 
and paying interest for money. 2839 Barn. Smith Arzth. 

Algebra \ (ed. 6* 491 We may define the Discount of a sum 
of money to be the interest of the Present Worth of that 
sum, calculated from the present time to the time when the 
sum would be properly payable. 1863 Fawcett /W. Econ. 
hi. vi. 11876) 361 The value of money is said to be repre- 
sented by the Bank-rate of discount. 2881 J. Brook-Smith 
Arith. (ed. 6) 323 With bankers and bill-discounters, dis- 
count is the interest of the sum specified, whereas, properly 
speaking, it is the interest of the present worth of that sum. 
And as the present worth of a sum due at a future time is 
less than the sum itself, the true discount is less than the 
banker’s or mercantile discount ; and therefore the banker 
obtains a small advantage. 

3 . The act of discounting a bill or note ; with 
pi., a single transaction of this nature. 

2839-40 W. Irving Wolfert's R. (1835) 129 To establish 
a bank of deposit, discount, and circulation. 1846 M Cul- 
loch Acc. Brit . Empire 12854) II. 43 The Scotch banks 
make their advances partly by discount of bills, and partly 
by what are termed cash accounts, or cash credits. 2866 
Crump Banking iii. 78 Shall you require either loans or 
discounts, and to what amount? 2878 Jevons Prim. Pol. 
Econ. 1 14 The most common and proper way in which 
a banker gives credit and employs his funds is in the dis- 
count of bills* 

4 . At a discount : at less than the nominal or 
usual value ; below par; fig. in low esteem, reduced 
in estimation or regard, depreciated. (Opp. to at 
a Premium.) 

2702 Land. Gaz. No. 3710/3 Their Bills go at 50 per Cent. 
Discount. 1833 Ht. Martineau Berkeley the Banker 1. vi. 
120 When its notes were at a discount. 2848 Mill Pol. 
Econ. m. xx. § 2 (18761 372 The price of bilis would fall 
below par; a bill for 100/. might be. bought for somewhat 
less than 100/., and bills would be said to be at a discount. 
1861 Goschen For. Exch. 5 Though one system of coinage 
were adopted for all countries, claims on foreign countries 
would nevertheless vary in price, and would still be either 
at a premium or at a discount. 

fig. 2832 Gen. P. Thompson Exerc. ('1842') II. 237 ‘ Con- 
servative ’ principles are at a discount throughout the 
world. 1842 Marry at Per civ al Keene xxi, We should be 
at a pretty discount with the red-coats. 2836 Reade Never 
too late Ixxxv, Servants are at a great premium, masters at 
a discount, in the colony. 

5 . Billiards . An allowance made by a superior 
to an inferior player of a deduction of one or more 
counts from his score for every count made by the 
latter. (Cf.S.) 

6. attrib. and Comb, (chiefly in sense 2 b), as 
discount-broker, oi.e whose business is to cash 
or procure the cashing of notes or bills of exchange 
at a discount ; also discount accommodation , busi- 
ness, house ; (in sense 2 a) discount-bookseller. 

2863 Fawcett Pol. Econ. 11. v. (1876) 163 Applying to a 
banker or discount-broker for loans. Ibid. in. ix. 11876) 415 
The English discount-houses collect all the bills which are 
drawn upon France. 2866 Crump Banking ix. 190 The 
directors . . contracted the discount accommodation to the 
public. 1876 World V. No. 117. s At to-day’s rates there 
cannot possibly be any appreciable profit in discount busi- 
ness. 2889 Spectator 3 1 Aug. 268/2 Harper’s, which dis- 
count booksellers sell at 9 d. a copy. 

Discount (diskcurnt, drskaunt), zf.t Also 7 
diseompt. [a. OF. desconter (13th c. in Littre), 
descompter (14th c.), mod.F. dicompter = Sp. des- 
coniar (Minsheu 1 599), It. discontare , scontare ‘ to 
vnreckon, to abate in reckoning’ (Florio 1598), 
med.L. discoitipuiare (1 293 in Du Cange), a late L. 


or Com. Romanic formation from dis-, Dis- 4 + 
computare to Count, Compute.] 

f 1 . trans. To reckon as an abatement or deduc- 
tion from a sum due or to be accounted for. Obs. 

1629 Sir R. Chambers Petit, in Rushw. Hist. Coll. (1659) 
I. 679 The other moity to be discompted upon such Goods 
as the Petitioner shall make entries of by Exportation or 
Importation in the Custom-house, London, untiLhis debt 
with the interest be fully satisfied and paid. 2645 Pari. 
Hist , C has. 7 , an. 1645 [R.J That all provisions, or other 
necessaries, provided by your care, be so ordered, that 
account may be made what is taken; and that the said 
provisions may be discounted upon the pay of the said 
army. 1696 Luttrell Brief Rel . (1857) IV. 93 The Turky 
merchants have offered to advance a considerable summe 
to the king, provided it may be discounted out of the 
customes of their fleet. 2726 R. Newton in Reminiscences 
(Oxf. Hist. Soc.) 64 Decrements .. so call’d as so much 
did - . decrescere, or was discounted from a Scholar’s En- 
dowment. 

f b. To abate, to deduct. Obs. 

1652 Needham tr. Se Idea's Mare Cl. 2 66 By dis-counting 
38 years from the year 1052, that year 1012, is sufficiently 
manifest. 2664 Butler Hud. 11. nr. 1205 All which [plunder] 
the Conq’rer did diseompt, To pay for curing of his Rump. 
<21725 Burnet Own Time II. 327 They made such excep- 
tions to those of the other side, that they discounted as 
many voices as gave them the majority. 2828 Webster 
s.v., Merchants discount five or six per cent., for prompt or 
for advanced payment. 

fc. To discount interest : to deduct interest* 
(now called discount ) on receiving the amount of 
a bill or note before it is due : see sense 3. Obs. 

2684 Lond. Gaz. No. 2945/4 Because it may be some con- 
veniency .. to have present Money, if they please to .dis- 
count Interest, they may have_ it at the Office. 2702 Ibid. 
No. 3708/4 The whole Loss being to be paid by the Under- 
takers within 60 days.., or sooner upon discounting the 
Interest. 

f d. To reduce the amount of (a debt) by a set- 
off. Obs. 

2723 Swift To Earl Oxford 211 Wks. 1758 III. 11. 46 
Parvisol discounts arrears By bills for taxes and repairs. 

f 2 . intr. To discount for\ to provide a set-off 
for; to meet, satisfy. Obs. 

2647 in Rushw. Hist. Coll. iv. II. 1025 Public monies 
which . . Mr. Thornton had no ways satisfied or discounted 
for before his death. 2687 R. L’Estrange Hist, Times 

I. 159 Discounting . . for what we have Receiv’d from the 
Westminster- Insurance Offices. 1690 Dryden Don Se- 
bastian iii. i, My prayers and penance shall discount for 
these, And beg of heaven to charge the bill on me. 

3. trans. 'To give or receive the ‘present worth* 
of (a bill of exchange or promissory note) before it 
is due. a. To pay the value beforehand, with 
a deduction equivalent to the interest at a certain 
percentage for the time which it has still to run. 

b. Of the holder: To obtain cash for (a bill or 
note), with such deduction, before it is due. (See 
Discount sb. 2 b.) 

2694 Lond. Gaz. No. 30084 Foreign Bills of Exchange 
will be Discounted after the Rate of Four and half per 
Cent, per Annum. 1732 Dk Foe Eng. Tradesman I. 
Suppl. li. 389 The seller had a supply by discounting the 
bills. 2777 Sheridan Sch. Scand. iii. ii, Have you 
been able to get me that .. bill discounted? 1848 Mill 
Pol, Econ. ill. xi. § 4 A bill of exchange, when merely dis- 
counted . . does not perform the functions . . of money, but 
is itself bought and sold for money. 2854 H. Miller Sch . 
4- Schm. xxiii. (2860) 251/2, I was fortunate enough not 
to discount for him a single bad bill. 1878 Jevons Prim. 
Pol. Econ. xx 4 A banker will . . discount such a bill, that is, 
buy it up for the sum due, after subtracting interest . . for 
the length of time the bill has to run. 

4 . fig. In various senses derived from the fore- 
going : a. To leave out of account ; to disregard, 
omit. b. To deduct or detract from, to lessen. 

c. To part with a future good for some present 
consideration, d. To settle or account for before- 
hand, And now esp. : e. To make a deduction in 
estimating the worth of (a statement, etc.) ; to 
make allowance for exaggeration in. f. To take 
(an event, etc.) into account beforehand, thus 
lessening its effect or interest when it takes place. 

2702 S. Parker Cicero's De Finibus 237 To relinquish 
himself, to discount his Body, and take up with a Summum 
Bonum Uncommensurate to the Whole of his Person. 2726 
M. Davies A then. Brit. III. Critic. Hist. 26 The Jacobits 
unaccountable Schism has been thoroughly discounted by 
our learned Dr. Turner. 2768 Woman, of Honor I. 165 In 
this light . . how much would [they] have to discount of 
their boasts of having had a number of women as worthless 
as themselves ? 2836-7 Sir W. Hamilton Metapk. xl. (1839) 

II. 402 Of the three opinions (I discount Brown’s), under 
this head, one supposes [etc.]. 2851 J. H. Newman Cat A, 
in Eng. 329 Absolution for a week ! then it seems, she has 
discounted, if I may so speak, her prospective confessions, 
and may lie, thieve, drink, and swear for a whole seven 
days with a clear conscience. 1855 Brimley Ess., Poetry 
4* Crit. 183 Discounting immortality for pottage. 1858 
1 Sat. Rev. V. 660/1 Making its own little profit by cleverly 
discounting a part of the great conception. 2860 Ibid. IX. 
825 2 His father discounted and exhausted the policy of 
perfidious concession. 2873 H. Spencer Stud. Social, v. 212 
We. .have to estimate [the] worth [of evidence] when it has 
been discounted in many ways. 2876 E. Mellor Priest A. 
iv. 272 To discount from the teaching of Christ the words 
‘ eat ' and ‘ drink as modal terms , . is to relinquish the 
literal interpretation. 1880 Daily News 23 Sept., Acquaint- 
ance from books with the place to be visited * discounts ’ 
the enjoyment of the visit. 2882 Bithell Counting-house 
Diet. s. v., To discount news or intelligence, a cant phrase 
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DISCOURAGING*. 


much used in City circles, is to anticipate or expect such 
intelligence, and then act as though it had already arrived. 
1883 C. J. Wills Mod, Persia 315 After a time one learns 
to mentally discount the statements made by the natives. 
a 1884 M. Pattison Mem. (1885) 214 Nor had his [New- 
man’s] perversion, so long looked for, and therefore mentally- 
discounted, at all fallen upon me like a blow. 

5 . Billiards. To allow discount to, as to discount 
an inferior player. ( U.S.) 

Hence Diseoirnted ppl. a. y Discou'nting vbl. 
sb. and ppl. a. 

1682 Scarlett Exchanges 6 Discounted Exchange, is, 
when the Drawer and the Remitter is one and the same 
Person. 1732 De. Foe Eng. Tradesman I. Suppl. ii. 391 
Discounting of bills is certain death to the tradesman. 
1861 Goschen For. Exch. 41 The discounting establish- 
ments at home. 1884 Manch. Exam. 22 May 5/1 Fraudu- 
lent discounting of worthless accommodation bills. 

+ Discount, v .2 Obs, rare. [f. Dis- 1 t Count 
vj trans. To count or reckon separately or in 
separate series. 

1655 Fuller Ch. Hist. Index, Know that the discount- 
ing of Sheets 'to expedite the work at severall Presses) hath 
occasioned in the Fifth book after page 200. compleated, to 
go back again to page (153) surrounded in this fashion, to 
prevent confusion. 1662 J. Fuller *To the Reader’ in 
Fuller Worthies , The discounting of Sheets (to expedite 
the Work at severall Presses hath occasioned the often 
mistake of the Folio’s. [Cf. 1653 Gaudrn Hieraspistes 320 
Reader, The Reason why the Folios of this Book do not 
follow is because the Copy (for Expedition) was divided to 
two Printers.] 

Discountable (diskau‘ntabT),<z. [f. Discount 
sl 1 + -able.] That may be discounted ; in quot. 
1800, within which a bill may be discounted. 

1800 T. Jefferson Writ. (1859) IV. 420 Within the dis- 
countable period, 1802 H. Thornton in Mill Pol. Econ . 
in. xi. § 4 Each is a discountable article. 

Discountenance (diskcnrntihans), v. [ad. 
obs. F. descontenancer (16th c. in Littid, and in 
Cotgr.), to abash, put out of countenance, mod.F. 
dlconienancer, f. des~, Dis- 4 + contenancer to 
Countenance. In some of the English senses, it 
is used as if f. Dis- 7 -1- Countenance sb . Cf. De- 
face in some of its senses.] 

+ 1 . trans. To put another countenance on, to 
mask. Obs. rare. 

1587 Golding De Momay xii. 171 His own ambition, 
which was peraduenture discountenanced to the common 
people, but could not be counterfeited before God, who 
seeth the very bottome of our hearts. 

2 . To put out of countenance, put to shame, dis- 
concert, discourage, abash. (Chiefly in pa.pple.) 

1380 Sidney Arcadia (16131 69 Thinking it want of educa- 
tion which made him so discountenanced with vnwonted 
presence. 1599 B. Jonson Cynthia's Rev. in. i, Sir, let not 
this dis-countenance, or dis-gallant you a whit. 1671 Milton 
P. R. n. 218 How would one look from his majestic brow. . 
Discountenance her despised. 1690 The Gt. Scanderbeg 89 
He was no more discountenanced then, than if he had been 
at the head of his Army. 1707 Norris Treat. Humility ix. 
359 How is my pride further discountenanced, when I see thee 
my Lord . . chusing to unite thyself . . with flesh and blood. 
2862 Caklyle Fredk. Gt. 11865) ID. vm. vi. 55 He appeared 
much discountenanced at this last part of my narrative. 

3 . To withdraw one’s countenance from, set the 
countenance against ; to show disapprobation of ; 
to discourage, disfavour : a. a person. 

1391 Spenser Tears Muses 340 We silly Maides, whom 
they .. with reprochfull scorne disyountenaunce. 1631 
Gouge God's Arrows i. § 45. 76 Discouraging and dis- 
countenancing the upright. 1656 H. M< »re Entkus . Tri. 
23 Such Mock-prophets and false Messiases as these will be 
discountenanced and hissed off of the stage. 1807 W. H. 
Ireland Mod. Ship of Fools 251 note. He. .discountenanced 
him from that hour. 18. . Proclamation at Quarter Sessions, 
That all Persons of Honour, or in Place of Authority, will 
. .to their utmost contribute to the discountenancing Persons 
of dissolute and immoral Lives. 

b. an act, practice, or the like. 

1389 Fleming Georg . Virg. Ded., Ripe to deface and dis- 
countenance, but rawe to correct or imitate the commend- 
able trauels of well affected Students. 1646 P. Bulkeley 
Gospel Covt. in. 256 Profanenes.se is discountenanced by all. 
1709 Steele Tatter No. 39 i» 10 Duels are neither quite dis- 
countenanc’d, nor much m vogue. 17 66 Burke Wks. II. 5 
The late administration. .discountenanced.. the dangerous 
and unconstitutional practise of removing military officers 
for their votes in Parliament. 1872 Yeats Growth Comm . 
343 The traffic was discountenanced. 

Hence Discou/ntenanced ppl. a ., -mg vbl. sb. 

1397 Bp. J. King Janas (1618) 76 Discountenancings, 
disturbing, dispossessings of them. 1612 Brinsley Lud. 
Lit. xxvii. (1627) 276 By the incouragement and com- 
mendation of vertue, and discountenancing of vice. 1643 
Milton Divorce Introd. (1851) 4 The sole advocate of a 
discount’nanc’t truth. 1667 Locke Ess. Toleration n Fox 
Bourne Locke (1876) I. iv. 189 The discountenancing of 
popery amongst us. 1675 Art Contentm. iv. ix. 198 The 
most discountenanc'd child oft makes better proof than the 
dearling. 2749 W. Dodwell Free Answer 97 To prevent 
their preaching a discountenanced Doctrine. 

Discountenance (diskaunt&ans), sb. arch . 
[partly ad. OF. descontenance (14th c. in Littre), 
partly an Eng. formation from Dis- 9 + Counten- 
ance sb., after the vb.] 

1 . The act or fact of discountenancing ; unfavour- 
able aspect, disfavour or disapprobation shown. 

1380 North Plutarch (1595) 829 He thought that the 
estimation of Cato was altogether the discountenance of 
his [own] power and greatnesse. 1642 Jer. Taylor Episc. 


(1647) 338 All discountenance and disgrace done to the 
Clergy reflect upon Christ. 1673 Essex Papers (Camden) 
I. 151 The countenance given to the subscribers and dis- 
countenance to the refusers. 1779 81 Johnson L. P., Milton 
Wks. II. 176 His great works were performed under dis- 
countenance. 1822 Shelley Proposals Pr. Wks. 1888 1 . 272 
The discountenance which Government will show to such 
an association. 2862 Ld. Brougham Brit. Const, i. 4 Dis- 
countenance of warlike policy, 
b. with a and pi. 

<22628 F. Grevii.lf. Sidney (1652)19 Any man ..might., see 
how to set a, good countenance upon all the discountenances 
of adversitie. 1749 Fielding Tom Jones xviii. iii, Whether it 
be that the one way of cheating is a discountenance or re- 
flection upon the other, or [etc.]. 

t 2 . The fact or state of being put out of coun- 
tenance ; discomposure of face ; abashment. Obs. 

a 2628 F. Greville Sidney vii. (1652) 86 The discounten- 
ance, and depression which appeared in Sir Francis. 1656 
Finett For. Ambass. 39 Much to their discountenance and 
discontent. 

Discou*ntenancer. [f. Discountenance 
v. + -Ell L] One who discountenances, or dis- 
courages with cold looks or disfavour. 

1622 Bacon Hen. VI 1 (J.), A great taxer of his people and 
discountenancer of his nobility. 1702 Addr. fr. Maryland 
in Lond. Gaz. No. 3853/1 A Discountenancer of Immorality 
and an Encourager of Virtue.. 1721 Wodrow Hist. Snff. Ch. 
Scot. (1828) I. Introd. 10 A discountenancer of ministers. 

Discounter (diskau-ntoi). [f. Discount v . 1 + 
-EE 1 .] One who discounts a bill or note; i. e. 
either the person who, before it is due, pays the 
amount with deduction of discount, or the person 
who obtains cash for it in this way : see Discount 
v. 3. 

1732 De Foe Eng. Tradesman I. Suppl. ii. 391 These 
discounters of bills are sometimes bit. 2791 Burke Let . 
Member Nat . Assembly Wks. VI. 17 The whole gang of 
usurers, pedlars, and itinerant Jew-discounters. 2848 Mill 
Pol. Econ. hi. xi. § 4 A bill of exchange . . discounted, and 
kept In the portfolio of the discounter until it falls due. 1861 
Goschen For. Exch . 38 The purchaser of the bills in this 
case takes the place of the discounter of accommodation 
paper. 2883 E. Paxton Hood Scot. Char. iii. 59 * Oh, you 
need not hesitate about him, Mr.Carrick [the banker] said 
the proposed discounter. 1884 J . Bacon in Law Rep. 26 Ch. 
Div. 134 The discounter, whether of a bill, or bond, or any 
other security, becomes the owner. 

Discoirntess, v. rare. [Dis- 7 b.] trans . To 
deprive of the rank or dignity of countess. 

1630 B. Jonson New Inti iv. iii, Though I am discountess'd, 
I am not yet dis-countenanced. 1874 Trollope Lady A nna 
v, Let them bring that Italian countess over if they dared 1 
He’d countess her and dis-countess her too ! 

Discouple (diskarp’l), v. [a. OF. descupler 
(12th c. in Hatz.-Daim.), descouphr (Cotgr.) to 
separate, uncouple, f. des~, Dis- 4 + coupler to 
Couple.] trans. To separate or disunite what is 
coupled, to uncouple. 

c 2489 Caxton Sonnes of Aymon ix. 241 Now are dys- 
coupled the foure sones of Aymon, for I have slayne 
Richarde. 2549 Hooper Declar. Ten. Commandm. x. Wks. 
(Parker Soc.) 384 Neither doth the magistrate dissolve that 
God hath bound, nor discouple that God coupled. 1883 
W. S. Dugdale tr. Dante's Purgatorio xxv. 280 Ascending 
the steps whose narrowness discouples those who mount, 
b. intr. for refi. 

1599 T. M[oufet] Silkwormes 66 When they die after de- 
coupling. 

Discour, -coure, obs. ff. Discover v. 
t Discourage, sb. Obs. [f. Dis- 9 + Courage 
sb : or f. Discourage v.] Want or failure of 
courage ; the state of discouragement. 

c 1300 Three King's Sons 105 Their enemyes were in suche 
discorage that thei durst not wele be seen at no scarmyssh. 
1348 Udall, etc. Erasin. Par. Matt. v. (R.), Many.. be 
brought in discourage of themselves, by the reason of 
pouertie . . or by aduersitie. 1586 Bright Melanck. xxxiii. 
184 They are faint-hearted, and full of discourage. 2621 
Speed Theat. Gt. Brit. ix. (1624) xj/x Causing their king 
Canute with discourage to retire. 

Discourage (diskzrred^), v. Also 5-6 dis-, 
dyscorage (6 disehorage). [ad. OF. descoragier, 
later descour ager, mod.F. dtcourager \ f. des-, Dis- 
4 + corage, Courage sbi] 

1 . trans. To deprive of courage, confidence, or 
moral energy; to lessen the courage of; to dis- 
hearten, dispirit. The opposite of encourage. 

2481 Caxton Godfrey cxxxii. 196 How therle of chartres 
discoraged themperour of Constantinople that he shold not 
goo and socoure our peple. 1533 Coverdale "per. xxxviii. 
4 Thus he discorageth the hondes of the soudyers y c be in 
this cite, and the hondes of all the people. 1622 Bible 
Transl. Pref. 2 His Royall heart was not daunted or dis- 
couraged. 1684 Bunyan Pilgr. ii. 21, I think no Slow of 
Despond would discourage me. 2725 De Foe Voy. round 
World (1840) 253 He would be very far from discouraging 
me. 1853 Macaulay Hist. Eng. III. 232 No trick, no lie, 
which was thought likely to discourage the starving garrison 
was spared. absol. 1789 Anna Seward Lett. (iBxx) ll. 
226 Difficulty rather stimulates than discourages. 

b. with complement : To deter (by discourage- 
ment) \to do something (obs.)\ from (+ for) an act. 

2529 More Suppl. Soulys Wks. 337/1 Not for y fc we wold 
discorage you to dispose well your goodes when ye dye. 
1529 Supplic. to King (E.E.T.S.) 36 This they doo to 
dyscorage all men from the studye of Gods Worde. 2398 
R. Bernard tr. Terence (1607) 337 The poet .. was r.owe 
almost discouraged for taking any more paines. <22682 
Sir T. Browne Tracts (1684) 10 1 It discouraged from all 
Navigation about it. a 1698 Temple (J.), Unless you ? . 


discourage them to stay with you by using them ill. 2699 
Dam pier Voy. II. 1. 89 The Seamen are discouraged from 
fishing for them by the King. 2736 C. Lucas Ess. Waters 
II. 3 We shall be discouraged from the laborious . . task, 
t c. transf. and fg. Obs. 

<3:1529 Skelton Replyc. 355 For to disparage And to dis- 
corage The fame matryculate Of poetes laureate. 2377 

B. Googe Heresback's Husb. ji. (1586) 87 You shall some- 
time have one branch more gallant then his fellowes, which 
if you cutte not away, you discourage all the rest. 2657 in 
Burton's Diary (1828) II. 150 Though the face of public 
worship of late be discouraged. 

2. Iransf. To lessen or repress courage for (an 
action or project) ; to discountenance, express dis- 
approval of, * throw cold water on \ 

2641 Wilkins Math. Magick n. xv. ( 1648) 292 , 1 would be 
loath to discourage the enquiry of any ingenuous artificer. 
a 1649 Eikmi Bas. xii. (1824) 106, I might neither Incourage 
the rebels insolence, nor discourage the Protestants loyalty 
and patience. 2699 Dampier Voy. II. 1. 85 Thro their 
oppression, .trading is discouraged. 2733 Berkeley Querist 
§ 42 Idleness shou.d of all things be discouraged. 2809 
Syd. Smith Wks. (1867) I : 173 A set of lectures upon poli- 
tical economy would be discouraged in Oxford. 1872 Yeats 
Growth Comm, 56 Laws were made to discourage usury. 

•f 3. intr . (for refl.) To lose courage or confi- 
dence. Obs. 

1333 Bale Focacyon in Harl. Misc. (1808-12) VI. 464 (0.) 
Because that poore Churche shulde not utterly discourage, 
in her extreme adversitees. 2574 Hellowes Gueuara's 
Fam . Ep.{x^qi) 33 Scipio considering the Numantines to 
increase in pride, and the Romanes to discourage. 

Bis cour ageable (diskmedgab’l), a. rare. [f. 
Discourage v. + -able.] Capable of being dis- 
couraged or disheartened ; to be discouraged. 

2612-15 Bp. Hall Contempt., N. T. iv. xxvi, O loue to un- 
thankful/ souls! not discourageable by the most hatefull 
indignities. 

Discouraged, ppl a. [f. as prec. + -bd L] 
Deprived of courage or confidence, disheartened. 

1348 Udall, etc. Erasm. Par. Matt. xix. (R.), He wente 
awaye with a discouraged and lieauye mynde. 1667 F lavel 
Saint Indeed (27 54 ; 44 Discouraged souls, how many do you 
reckon the Lord for ? 2847 Tennyson Princ. m, 137 , 1 grew 
discouraged, Sir. 2888 Pall Mall G. 8 June 4/1 Seductive 
terms about fettered industry, discouraged capital, and the 
undue taxation of the necessaries of life. 

Discouragement (disk^uud^ment). [ad. OF. 
descourageme?it , descoragcment ( 12 th c. in Hatz.- 
Da:m.), mod F. decouragement, f. descoragier, des- 
couragerto Discourage: cf. Encouragement.] 

1. The action or fact of discouraging. 

1600 Hakluyt Voy. III. 131 (R.) To the great discourage- 
ment and hinderance of the same marchanis and fishermen. 
a 1797 H. Walpole Geo. II 11847) I* iv. 89 His severity to 
and discouragement of that pest of society, Attorneys. 2880 

C. R. Markham Peruv. Bark xii. 414 From that time there 
was nothing but discouragement and obstruction. Mod. 
The discouragement of rash and premature attempts. 

2. The fact or state of being discouraged ; want 
of spirit or confidence ; depression of spirit with 
regard to action or effort. (The more usual sense.) 

2362 T. Norton Calvin s Inst. rn. u. (1634)261 The feeling 
..turneth onely to terrour and discouragement. <*2600 
Hooker Disc. Justif. Wks. 1627 II. 53 That repining dis- 
couragement of heart, which tempteth God. 261a Brinsley 
Lud. Lit. iii. (1627 20 About which I have taken no small 
griefe and discouragement. . 2844 Thirl wall Greece VIII. 
157 He represents it as having caused so much discourage- 
ment at Sparta, that [etc.]. i86o Froude Hist. Eng. V. 30 
[It] showed how great was the discouragement into which 
the loss of Beton had thrown them. 2878 Lecky Eng. 
in xZth C. II. v. 50 Poverty and discouragement became 
more general than ever. 

3. That which discourages; a disheartening or 
deterrent influence. 

2622 Woodall Surg. Mate Pref. Wks. (1653) 9 Notwith- 
standing all such discouragements . . he proceeded on with 
courage. 2720 Swift Mod. Educ., The books read at 
school and colleges are full of .. discouragements from 
vice. 1725 De Foe Voy. round World (1840) 319 Their first 
discouragement was, the country was all open with very 
little wood. 1868 E. Edwards Raleigh I. viii. 123 Strong 
discouragements which had often chilled the glowing antici- 
pations. 

Discourager (disk^-red^aj). [f. Discourage 
v. + -er 1 .] One who or that which discourages or 
disheartens; one who discountenances or ‘ throws 
cold water 9 upon efforts. 

2632 Gouge God’s A rrowsx. § 46. 80 None [are] greater 
discouragers of the upright. 2720 Macclesfield in Ld. 
Campbell Chancellors (1857) VI. cxxi. 10 Discouragers of 
those who preach virtue and piety. 2849 Lewis Influence 
A uthor. Opin. ix. (L.), The promoter of truth and the 
discourager of error. 1884 G. P. Lathrop. True i. 5 
Antiquity is a great discourager of the sympathies. 

Discouraging, vbl. sb. [f. as prec. + -ING i]. 
The action of the veib Discourage ; discourage- 
* ment. (Now chiefly gerund ial.) 

*545 Primer Hen. VIII , in 3 Primers (1848) 519 In all 
trouble and adversity to be quiet . . without discouraging 
and desperation. 2378 T. N. tr. Conq. W. India 318 The 
overthrow [was] a great discouraging of the enemie. 2603 
Knolles Hist. Turks (1638) 35 To the great discouraging 
of all other Christian Princes. 

Discou raging, ppl. a. [f. as prec. + -ing 2 .] 
That discourages or causes discouragement; dis- 
heartening. 

2678 Bunyan Pilgr. 1. 77 Over that Valley hangs the dis- 
I cou raging Clouds of confusion. 2713 De Foe Fam. In • 

\ struct. 1. iii, With many discouraging thoughts for the 
event. 2849 Grote Greece 11. lviii. (1862) V. 158 The answer 
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returned was discouraging. s8;6 T. Hardy Ethelherta 
(1890) 185 Despite her discouraging words, he still went on. 

Hence Discoti ragingly cuiv., in a discouraging 
manner ; f Disconragingness. 

1690 J. Mackenzie Siege London-Derry 21/2 Collonel 
Lundy, .spoke so discouragingiy to many of them concern- 
ing the indefensibleness of the place. 1727 Bailey vol. II, 
Disconragingness, discouragement. 1882 Annie Thomas 
A llerion Tenners II. viii. 151 Treating her confidences coldly, 
not to say, discouragingiy. 

t Disconrsative, -itive, a. Obs. rare. ff. 
Discourse: see-ATiVE.] a. Pertaining to discourse 
or conversation, b. Of or belonging to * discourse * 
or reason, rational. 

3600 C. Sutton Discs Mori ib (1838) 23 As if it were 
only some arbitrable matter or discoursitive. 1610 Mark- 
ham Masterp. 1. vi,. 17 Horses discerne by meanes of the 
vertue Imaginatiue, Discoursatiue, and Memoratiue. 

Discourse (diskoeus), sb. Also 4-5 diseours, 
discors. [a. F. discours, ad. L. discurs-us i run- 
ning to and fro, conversation, discourse * (after 
cours L. cursus) : cf. It. discorso, Sp. discurso. 
L. discurs-us is f. discurs ppl. stem of discurrere ; 
see next.] 

1 1* Onward course ; process or succession of time, 
events, actions, etc. ; = Cours k. Obs. 

1540-3 Elyot / mage Gov. (1549) I 34 The naturall discourse 
of the sunne. 1548 Udall, etc. Erasm. Par. 1 Pet. i. (R.), 
But when y e day shal come, & the discourse of things turned 
vp side down, they shall be tormen ted, and you shaTreioyce. 
1565 Jewel Def. Apol. (1611) 91 It is most euident by the 
whole discourse of the Text. 1577 Hellowes Gueuara’s 
Chron . 65 The riuer Tygris in the discourse of his currant 
makethan Ilande. 1588 Greene Pandosto (1607) 18 This 
tragicall discourse of Fortune so daunted them, as they 
went like shadowes. 1612 Shelton Quix. I. ir. v. 89 The 
Knights-errant. .did. .suffer much Woe and Misery m the 
Discourse of their Lives. 

b. In the following the meaning is perhaps 1 course of 
arms or combat’ (cf. Course sb. 5); though other explan- 
ation shave been proposed. 

1596 Spenser F. Q. vl via. 34 The villaine Himself 
addrest unto this new debate. And with his club him all 
about so blist That he which way to turne him scarcely 
wist : Sometimes aloft he layd, sometimes alow, Now here, 
now there, and oft him neare he mist. .At last the caytive, 
after long discourse, When all his strokes he saw avoyded 
quite, Resolved in one t’assemble all his force. i6ix Beau- 
mont & Fl. King # No King 11. i, Good captain Bessus, 
tell us the discourse [viz. of single combat] Betwixt Tigranes 
and our king, and how We got the victory. 

t 2 . ‘ The act of the understanding, by which it 
passes from premises to consequences * (J.) ; reason- 
ing, thought, ratiocination; the faculty of reasoning, 
reason, rationality. Obs. or arch. 

C1374 Chaucer Boeth. v. Pr. iv. 165 It [intelligence] 
byholdej? alls binges so as I shal seye by a strok of Jjou^t 
formely wi|> ante discours or collacioun. 1413 Pilgr. Sowle 
(Caxton 148311V. xxviii. 75 He knoweth all hynge, tnerfore 
there is nought ferther to seken by diseours, 1604 Ed- 
monds Qbserv . Caesar's Comm. 39 The soule of man is 
endued with a power of discourse, whereby it concludeth 
either according to the certainetie of reason, or the learning 
of experience, a 1618 Raleigh Rem. (1644) 331 The Dog 
..we see is plentifully furnished with inward discourse. 
1672 Wilkins Nat. Relig. 56 The discerning of that con- 
nexion or dependance which there is betwixt several pro- 
positions. .which is called ratiocination, or discourse. 1788 
Wesley Wks. {1872) VI. 353 Discourse, strictly speaking, 
is the motion or progress of the mind from one judgment to 
another. 1864 Bowen Logic vii. 177 Discourse ( discursus , 
Seavoia) indicates the operation of comparison. 

+ b. Phr. Discourse of reason : process or faculty 
of reasoning. Obs. or arch. 

1433 Pilgr. Seattle (Caxton 1483) rv. xxviii, 74 The soule 
seketh by discors of reson the skyles and the causes of the 
wonderful beaute of creatures. 1553 Eden Treat , Newe 
Ind. (Arb.) 9 As could hardely be comprehended by the 
discourse of reason. 3602 Shaks. Ham. 1. ii. 350 A beast 
that wants discourse of Reason. 1675 South Serm. In- 

f -atitude (17x5) 455 By the Discourses of Reason, or the 
iscoveries of Faith. 3838-7 Sir W. Hamilton Metaph. 
App. I. 415 No one with the ordinary discourse of reason 
could commit an error in regard to them. 

3. Communication of thought by speech ; 1 mutual 
intercourse of language * (J.) ; talk, conversation. 
arch . 

3559 W. Cunningham Cosmogr. Glasse 112 But what 
make I discourse in these thinges to you, whiche knowe 
them muche better then I. 1594 Shaks. Rick. Ilf, v. ill. 
99 Ample enterchange of sweet Discourse. 1597-8 Bacon 
Ess., Discourse (Arb.) 14 Some in their discourse, desire 
rather commendation of wit . . then of lodgement. 1667 
Milton P. L. viii. 211 Sweeter thy discourse is to my eare 
Then Fruits of Palm- tree. 1713 Swift Frenzy. % Dennis, 

I. .laid hold of that opportunity of entering into discourse 
with him. 1728 Adv. Capt. R . Boyle 306 , 1 finding she did 
not much care for talking upon that Subject, chang'd the 
Discourse. 3863 Longf. Wayside Inn 11. Prel. vii, Mean- 
while the Student held discourse With the Musician. 

f b. The faculty of conversing; conversational 
power. Obs. . 

1590 Shaks. Com. Err. in. i. 109, I know a wench of 
excellent discourse, Prettie and wittie. 3606 — Tr. $ Cr. 
1. ii. 275 Is not birth, beauty, good shape, discourse .. and 
so forth : the Spice, and salt that seasons a man? 
Evelyn Mem, (1857) L 1 His wisdom was great, and his 
judgement most acute : of solid discourse, affable, humble. 
0 . (with a and pi.) A talk, a conversation, arch. 
3632 Lithgow Trav. vi. 286 In the midst ofmy Discourses, 
I told his Highnesse. .the Guardians request. 3644 Milton 
Educ, Wks. (1847) 98/1 The satisfaction which you profess 
to have received from those Incidental discourses. 1715 


De Foe Fam. Instruct, l viii, X have had u long discourse 
with my father. 1727 Swift Gulliver hi. ii. 183 They 
neither can speak nor attend to the discourses of others. 
3887 Bowen Virg. AEneid 1. 748 Dido the while with many 
discourses lengthens the night. 

+ d. A common talk, report, rumour. Obs. 

369a R. L’Estrange Josephus' Antiq. 11. ix. (1733) 43 
There went a Discourse about that made their malice 
against them still more implacable, a 1715 Burnet Own 
Thus (1823) 1 . 287 Many discourses were set about upon 
this occasion. 

+ 4 . Narration ; a narrative, tale, account. Obs. 
1572 Sir T. Smith in Ellis Orig, Lett. Ser. 11. III. 21 This 
is hitherto a brief discourse cf that which hath passed sith 
my lord Admiralls commyng to Paris. 1575 (title), A brief 
Discours off the Troubles . . abowte the Booke off Common 
Prayer, and Ceremonies. 1632 Lithgow Trav. v. 237 
Troubling me.. to show them the rare Discourses of my 
long two yeares survey of Turkey. .1647 May Hist. Pari . 

11. i. 545 Out of whose faithfull relation of that Rebellion. . 
I have partly collected my discourse of it. 

5. A spoken or written treatment of a subject, in 
which it is handled or discussed at length ; a dis- 
sertation, treatise, homily, sermon, or the like. 
(Now the prevailing sense.) 

3581 Pettie Guazzo's Civ. Conv. 1. 1.8 b, Referring to y 6 
long discourses which y* divines make of it. 3596 Haring- 
ton Met am. Ajax (1814) 15 The discourse ensuing is 
divided into three parts. 1644 Milton Areop. (Arb.) 47 
The acute and distinct Arminius was perverted meerly by 
the perusing of a namelesse discours writt’n at Delf. . 1731 
Addison Sped. No. 106 5* 7 Authors who have published 
Discourses of Practical Divinity. 3764 Reid Inquiry iii. 
ii 6 Dr. N. Grew read a discourse before the Royal Society 
in 1675. 1803 Med. Jml. IX. 84 The volume opens with 
a short preliminary Discourse on the education and duties 
of a Surgeon. 1849 Macaulay Hist. Eng. II. 176 In the 
pulpit the effect of his discourses, which were delivered 
without any note, was heightened by a noble figure. 

f 6 . a. Familiar intercourse, familiarity, b. 
Familiarity with a subject ; conversancy (in). Obs. 

1602 Shaks. Ham. in. i. 108 If you be honest, and fair, 
your Honesty should admit no discourse to your Beautie. 
1604 E. G. D’ Acosta's Hist. Indies 1. y. 17 The Portugals 
. .a. Nation that hath more discourse in the Arte of Navi- 
gation then any other. 

7. Comb. 

3628 Earle Microcosm Sceptieke in Relig. (Arb.) 67 He 
is strangely vnfix’t, and a new man euery day, as his last 
discourse-books Meditations transport him. 

Discourse (disk 6 ®*rs\ v. [f. Discourse sb. ; 
prob. influenced by F. discourir 1 to discourse of ’ 
Cotgr., ad. L. discurrere to run to and fro, dis- 
course, f. Dis- I + currere to run : cf. F. courir to 
run, secondary form of OF. courre L. currere. 
OF. hai also the more literal senses * to run to and 
fro, to traverse \] 

1 1. intr. To run, move, or travel over a space, 
region, etc. ; transf. to * run out’, extend. Obs. rare. 

a 1547 Surrey Aeneid iv. 475 With silence [silent] looke 
discoursing over al. 1555 Eden Decades 213 A greate 
parte of lande. .discoursynge towarde the West. 

+ 2. intr. * To pass from premises to conclusions ’ 
(J.) ; to reason. (Also with obj. clause.) Obs. (Cf. 
Discourse 2.) 

1592 Davies Immort. Soul 1. (R.), Nor can herself dis- 
course or judge of ought, But what the sense collects, and 
home doth bring ; And yet the pow’rs of her discoursing 
thought, From these collections is a diverse thing, a 1652 
J. Smith Sel. Disc. iv. 105 A mind, I. e. something within 
us that thinks, apprehends, reasons, and discourses. 1660 
Jer. Taylor Duct. Dubit. 1. ii. rule iii. § 5 If in philosophy 
we discourse that the true God, being a Spirit without 
shape or figure, cannot be represented by an image, a 1700 
Dryden Ovids Met. xv. (R,), Those very elements, .trans- 
lated grow, have sense or can discourse. 

fb. trans. To turn over in the mind, think 
over. Obs. 

1581 Pettie Guazzo's Civ . Conv. 1. (1586) 19 He discoursed 
many things in his minde. c 16x1 Chapman Iliad. 11. 2 He 
discourst, how best he might approue His vow made for 
Achilles grace. 

3. intr. To hold discourse, to speak with another 
or others, talk, converse; to discuss a matter, confer. 
(Cf. Discourse sb. 3.) 

3559 [see Discoursing vbl. jr£J. 3590 Shaks. Mids. N. v. 
1. 152 For all the rest, Let Lyon, Moone-shine, Wall, and 
Louers twaine, At large discourse. 3601 — Jul. C . in. i. 295 
Thou shall discourse To yong Octavius, of the state of 
things. 1660 Trial Regie . 154 We would sit up discoursing 
about these unhappy wars. 1677 C. Hatton in Hatton 
Corr. (1878) 152 Several persouns are discoursed of to suc- 
ceed him. 1695-6 R. Fisher in Blackmore Hist. Conspir. 
(1723) 75 It was discoursed . . about seizing on the King in 
Kensington House. 372 6 Adv. Capt . R. Boyle 204 And he 
in return, instructed me in the Portugueze Language : so 
that in a short time we could discourse in either. 1801 
Southey Tkalaba U. xxxvi, Now his tongue discoursed of 
regions far remote. 1875 Jowett Plato {ed. 2) I. 89 I am 
quite willing to discourse with Socrates in his own manner. 
Jig. 159a Shaks. Rom. <$• Jul. 11. ii. 13 She speakes, yet 
she sayes nothing, what of that ? Her eye discourses, I will 
answereit 3607 Beaum. & Fl, Woman-Hater hi. i, I’ll 
promise peace, and fold mine arms up ; let but mine eye 
discourse. 1644 [see Discoursing ppl. a. 2]. 

b. trans. (with compl ) To pass (time) away in 
discourse or talk ; to bring (a person) by discourse 
into (some state). 

3613 Shaks. Cymb. in. iii. 38 How., shall we discourse The 
freezing houres away ? 367a Eachard Hobbs' State Nat. 
106, 1 always found it an endless thing to reason and dis- 
course people into any soundness of mind, 1820 Hazlitt 


Lest. Dram. Lit . 137 Seated round [they] discourse the 
silent hours away. 

4 . intr. To speak or write at length on a subject ; 
to utter or pen a discourse. (Cf. Discourse sb. 5.) 

1564 [implied in Discqurser]. 3628 Prynne Cens. Cozens 
23 They haue discoursed of these seuen sinnes. 3632 Lith- 
gow Trav. vi. 239 Josephus . . largely discoursed! of many 
hundred thousands famished .. within this multipotent City. 
a 3704 Locke (J.), The general maxims we are discoursing 
of are not known to children, ideots, and a greater part of 
mankind. 1750 Lardner Wks. (1838) III. 38 Mr. Wolff 
has discoursed largely of this matter, a 1862 Buckle 
Civiliz. (1869) III. iv. 203 If he discoursed for two hours 
without intermission, he was valued as a zealous pastor. 

5. trans. Togo through in speech ; to treat of in 
speech or writing ; to talk over, discuss ,* to talk of, 
converse about ; to tell, narrate, relate, arch. 

I563--87 Foxe A. <y M. (1684) III. 357 We have discoursed 
the Story of Mr. Robert Glover. 3591 Shaks. x Hen. VI, 

I. iv. 26 How wert thou handled, being Prisoner?. .Discourse 
I prethee on this Turrets top. a 1592 Marlowe & Nashe 
Dido 11. Wks. (Rtldg.) 256/2 To discourse at large, And 
truly too, how Troy was overcome, a 1652 J. Smith Set. 
Disc. ix. iii. (1821) 422 Having discoursed the nobleness of 
religion in its original and nature ; we come now to consider 
the excellency of religion in its properties. 3654 W hitlocic 
Zootomia 388 Alcibiades cut of his Dogs Taile, .that so the 
talkative people might lesse discourse his other Actions. 1716 
Collier tr. Greg, Nazianzen 57, I need not discourse, that 
Passion, Rancour, and Malice, are not allow'd a Christian. 
1727 Swift Gulliver ir. viii. X70 Discoursing this matter 
with the sailors while I was asleep. ^ 1822 B. Cornwall 
Drain. Scenes, Tartarus , Moans, beside Its waters rising, 
discourse tales of sin. 

Jig. 1593 Greene Maided s Dreame xxix, His open hands 
discours'd his inward grace. 

+ b. To ulter, say ; to speak or write formally. 
(With the utterance or thing said as object) Obs . 

1604 Shaks. Oth. n. iii. 282 Drunke? And speake Parrat? 
..And discourse Fustian with ones owne shadow? 1654 
Whitlock Zootomia 446 Who it may be can discourse 
nothing but slander, or censure. 1744 Harris Three Treat. 
iii. 1. (1765) 108 The Joy . .in recollecting what we have dis- 
coursed on these Subjects. 

c. To utter, give forth (musical sounds). 

(Chiefly as a reminiscence of the Shakspere passage.) 

1602 Shaks. Ham . m. ii. 374 Giue it breathy with your 
mouth, and it will discourse most excellent Musicke. 1837 
Carlyle Fr. Rev. III. 111. ix. (1872) 135 The tocsins dis- 
course stern music, 1881 Scribner's Mag. XXI. 267/2 The 
Ridgemont brass band was discoursing familiar strains. 1882 
Besant Revolt of Man xi. (1883) 263 On the Green the band 
was discoursing sweet music. 

+ 6 . traits. To speak or converse with (a person), 
to talk to ; to discuss a matter with, confer with ; 
to speak to, address, harangue. Obs. or arch. 

(Very common down to 1750). 

1677 A. Yarranton Eng. Improv. 25 All the People, .will 
discourse their Parliament Men in these things hinted at. 
1689-92 Locke Toleration 111. ii. Wks. 1727 II. 330 A Friend 
whom I discoursed on this Point, a 1695 W ood Life (O. H. S.) 

III. 408 He overtook me on horse back, .and discours'd me 
aloud. 3702 Echard Eccl. Hist. ( 1710) 226 While Peter thus 
discoursed the people. 1763 Franklin Let. Wks. 1887 III. 
229 That I might . - have more convenient opportunities of 
discoursing them on our publick affairs. 1866 Whittier 
Marg . Smith's Jrnl. Prose Wks. 1889 1 . 21 Sir Thomas dis- 
coursed us in his lively way. 

t Discou’rseless, a. Obs . [f. Discourse sb. 
+ -less.] Y old of reasoning power ; unreasoning. 
1620 Shelton Quix. II. vi. 69 To attempt things whence 
rather harm may after result unto us then good, is the part 
of rash and discourseless brains. 

Biscourser (disko^jssi). Also 6 -our, 7 -or. 
[f. Discourse v. + -erL] One who discourses ; 
a speaker, talker, narrator, preacher, orator ; the 
writer of a discourse or dissertation. 

1564 Brief. Exam. * *iij b, There are much paynes be- 
stowed of these disco ursours, 3579 J* Stubbes Gaping Gulf 
A vj b, These discourses that vse the word of God with as 
little conscience as they doe Machiavel. x6oo O. E. Reply 
Libel 1. vii. 166 An idle discourser, that mooueth questions, 
that bee not to purpose. 1630 R. Johnson's Kingd. $ 
Commw. 300 Some few particulars . . worthy a much more 
ample discourse, and a better informed discourser. 1733 
Bentley Freethinking 65 (R.) Our discourser here has 
quoted nine verses out of it. 1768-74 Tucker Lt, Nat. (1852) 

II. 415 It behoves the discourser upon religious matters to 
consider [etc,]. 3884 Church Bacon iii, 62 Perhaps she dis- 
trusted in business and state affairs so brilliant a discourser. 

Biscoirrsing, vbl. sb. [f. Discourse v. + 
-ingL] The action of the verb Discourse, q.v. ; 
talking, conversation ; discussion. 

1559 Bp. Scot in Strype Ann. Ref I. App, x. 33 Let the 
irestes. .meet together.. for the discoursinge therof. 1667 
Jp. S. Parker Cens. Platon. Phil. 37 Plato’s discoursings 
about practical! matters are exceeding handsome and 
pertinent. 1883 Hacke Collect. Voy. (1699) 1. 7 W e concluded 
the discoursing of Women at Sea was very unlucky, and 
occasioned the Storm. 1894 Athenaeum 17 Mar. 339/x To 
listen to the discoursing of an accomplished man of letters 
. .is always a pleasure. 

Biscoirrsing, ppl. a. [f. as prec. + -ing 2 .] 
That discourses ; see the verb. 

f 1. Passing from premisses to consequences, 
reasoning ; reasonable, rational. Obs. 

3592 Davies Immort. Soul 11. xi. (1714) 29 Brutes do want 
that quick discoursing Pow’r, Which doth in us the erring 
Sense correct. 3638 K.. Digby Let. cone. Relig. ii- (1651 • 14 
The Fathers works . . will fairly inform a rational and dis- 
coursing man of the true state of them. 3642 R. Carpenter 
Experience ii. v. 156 Motives . . sufficient to induce a dis- 
coursing man to forsake the Jesuits. 
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f b. Passing rapidly from one thought to an- 
other ; busily thinking. Obs. 

a 1568 Ascham Sckolem . 1. (Arb.) 78 A factious hart, a dis- 
coursing head, a mynde to medle in all mens matters. 2625 
Bacon Ess., Truth (Arb.) 499 And though the Sects of 
Philosophers of that Kinde be gone, yet there remaine cer- 
taine discoursing Wits.. 1638 Ford Lady's Trial in. iii, We 
..Frame strange conceits in our discoursing brains. 

2 . Talking, holding discourse ; delivering a dis- 
course. 

<21568 Ascham Scholar. (Arb.) 76 A busie head, a dis- 
coursing tong, and a factious harte. 1644 Bulwer (title), 
Chirologia : or the Naturall Language of the Hand. Com- 
posed of the Speaking Motions, and Discoursing Gestures 
thereof. 1891 Daily News 2 Oct. 5/6 Mrs. Theodore Fry., 
and Miss Orme, were the discoursing ladies. 

f Biscoirrsist. Obs. [f. Disco ukse z/. + -ist.] 
One who reasons or draws conclusions. 

1622 MABBE tr. Aleman's Guzman d'Alf. n. 205 Thereby 
every good Discoursist might come to the knowledge of the 
fault, and repent himselfe thereof. 

Diseoursitive : see Discoursative. 
f Biscou*rsive, a. Obs. [f. Discourse v. + 
-ive : cf. discursive, which follows Latin analogies.] 

X. Of or pertaining to ‘ discourse ’ or reason; 
having the power of reasoning ; rational. 

1594 Carew Huarte’s Exam . Wits (1616) 60 Vnderstood 
of the faculties or reasonable wits, which are discoursiue and 
actiue. 1645 Rutherford Tryal tj- Tri. Faith 11845 286 The 
prime faculty, reason, the discoursive power. 1649 Davenant 
Love 4 r Honour 1. Dram. Wks. 1873 HI. 109 The brute herd 
„ .though they want Discoursive soul, are less inhuman far 
than he. 1678 Lively Orac. n. § 62. 261 He must be sup- 
pos'd . .to have given men discoursive faculties. 

b. Proceeding by reasoning, argumentative. 

2588 L Harvey \title\ Discoursive Probleme concerning 
Prophesies. 1592 Nashe P.Penilesse (ed. 2) 22 a, Hee fell 
into a discoursive consideration, what this world was. a 1652 
J. Smith Set. Disc. iv. 94 All such actions, .we know, without 
any great store of discoursive inquiry, to attribute to their 
own proper causes. 1753 L. M. tr. Du Boscq's Accomplish'd 
Woman i. 221 Fortune gives kingdoms, but art no more 
than discoursive knowledge and science. 

2 . Passing from one thing to another, discursive. 

1592 Davies Immort. Soul vin. xi. (1714) 52 His sight is 

not discoursive, by degrees; But seeing the whole, each 
single Part doth see. 1613 W. Browne Sheph. Pipe vii. (R.) 
Thou. . In thy discoursive thought, dost range as farre. 

3 . Disposed or ready to discourse or converse ; 
talkative; conversable, communicative. 

1605 Daniel Philotas Poems (17x7) 321 See how these vain 
Discoursive Bookmen talk. 1642 Howell For. Trav. (Arb.) 
30 The one Discoursive and Sociable, the other Reserved 
and Thoughtfull. i65g Wood Life (Oxf. H. S.) II. 169 He 
found him a complaisant man, very free and discoursive. 

b. Of the nature of discourse or dialogue ; con- 
versational. 

a 1592 Marlowe & Nashe Dido 1. (Rtldg.) 254/2 But thou 
art gone, and leav’st me here alone. To duTl the air with my 
discoursive moan, c 1645 Howell Lett. (1650) III. ix. 17 You 
promised a further expression of your self by way of a Dis- 
coursive Letter what you thought of Copernicus opinion. 
1668 Dry den Ess. Dram. Poesy in Arb. Gamer III. 567 
For the Epic way is euery where interlaced with Dialogue 
or Discoursive Scenes. 1716 M. Davies A then. Brit. iii. 
Crit. Hist, xxi The Editioning of. .Ancient Authors, with- 
out any . . long discoursive Comments, or long-winded 
Sententions-N otes. 

f Biscoxrrsively, tub. Obs. [f, prec. + -ly 2 .] 
In a ‘discoursive J way : a. Rationally ; b. Conver- 
sationally ; e. By way of a discourse or set speech. 

1588 J. Harvey Disc. Probl. 7 To proceede tentatiuely, 
and discoursiuely, as the foresaid schoolemen vse to call xt. 
1593 R Harvey Philad. 7 You are very bookishly and 
literally wise, not reasonably and discoursively. 1642 
jHowell For. Trav. (Arb.) 39 He hath made an introduction 
into the Spanish tongue .. so that . , he may easily come to 
speak e it discoursively. 1656 Cromwell Sp. 17 Sept., Not 
discoursively, in the oratorio way ; but to let you see the 
matter of fact, .how the state of your affairs stands. 

t Discoirrsiveness. Obs. [f. as prec. + 
-NESS.] The quality of being * discoursive \ 

1627-77 Feltham Resolves 11. xliv. 245 The discoursiueness 
of Reason. 

, t Biscourt, v. Obs. [f. Dis- 7 b + Court sb. 
6.] Irans. To dismiss or expel from court ; to de- 
prive of court favour ; — Decou rt. 

* 58 S Wotton Let. to Walsingham x June in Tytler Hist. 
Scot. (1864) IV. 99/2 Whether he might not be better dis- 
courted by way of justice. x6xx Speed Hist. GL Brit. vi. 
xlv. 155 Jehu . . commanded all his officers to offer sacrifice 
to the Idoll-Gods, pretending to dis-court all such as refused. 
1676 W. Row Contn. Blair's Autobiog. xii. (1848) 436 Mid- 
dleton was like to be discourted. 1721-2 Wodrow Hist. 
Suff. Ch. Scot. 1. v. (1828) 384 The chancellor threatened to 
disgrace and discourt him. 

discourteous (diskSo’ityas, -kzrjtyas) , a. [f. 
Dis- 10 + Courteous a . ; prob. after F. discourtois 
(Cotgr.), earlier des~, or It. discortese (Florio 1598).] 
Void of or lacking in courtesy; rude, uncivil. 

*578 T. N. tr. Com. W. India 7 Cortez , . used discourteous 
words unto him in the presence of many, 1590 Greene Orl. 
Fur.Wks. (Rtldg.) 98/1 Discourteous women, natures fairest 
ill. 1690 Crowne Eng. Frier v. 44 Ladies are discourteous 
to themselves who take liberties discretion will not allow. 
18x4 Southey Roderick xm, That e'er of old in forest of 
romance ’Gainst knights and ladies waged discourteous war. 
1877 Rita Vivienne m. vii, Pardon me that , in a moment of 
indignation I have seemed discourteous. 

BiscouTteously, adv. [f. prec. + -ly 2 .] In 
a discourteous manner ; with incivility. 

1 1584 C. Robinson H and f Deletes (Spencer Sdc*) 19 Alas 


my love, ye do me wrong, to cast me off discurteously. 2647 
Irapp Comm. Matt.v. 44 Abraham rescueth his nephew 
Lot, that had dealt so discourteously with him. 1845 Ld. 
Campbell Chancellors (1857) Vl.cxxiii. 74 Peter, though so 
discourteously treated in this controversy, did not flinch. 
1870 Disraeli Lotkair xlvi, Lord St. Aldegonde . . moved 
discourteously among them. 

Discou rteousuess. rare. [f. as prec. + 
-ness.] Rudeness, incivility. 

2727 in Bailey vol. II. x866 [see Discourtesy]. 

Discourtesy (diskoautesi, -k»u-), [f. Dis- 9 
+ Courtesy, alter F. discourtoisie (Cotgr.), earlier 
des- (15th c. in Hatz.-Darm.) ; cf. It . discortesia 
(Florio), Sp. descortesia (Minsheu).] The opposite 
of courtesy; rude or uncivil behaviour ; incivility; 
an instance of this. 

5555 Eden Decades 252 Mee thynke it shulde seeme a great 
discurtesie if I shuld not shewe yowe all that I knowe. 1599 
Sandys Eurapx Spec. (1632) 154 Some jealousies and dis- 
curtesies passed lately betweene them and the Pope. x6xx 
Shaks, Cymb. n. iii. xox, I pray you spare me, ’faith I shall 
vnfold equall discourtesie to your best kindnesse. 1670 
Eachard Cont. Clergy x6Such pretended favours and kind- 
nesses, as these, are the most right down discourtesies in the 
world. 1849 Macaulay Hist. Eng . II. 78 Ample apologies 
were therefore made for the discourtesy. 1859 Tennyson 
Idylls , Elaine 968, I pray you, use some rough discourtesy 
To blunt or break her passion. 1866 Mrs. Stowe Hit. Foxes 
100 heading > Discourteousness. .1 think one of the greatest 
destroyers of domestic peace is Discourtesy. 

t Biscou rtship. Obs. rare . [f. Dis- 9 + 

Courtship ib.] = Discourtesy. 

1599 B. Jonson Cynthia's Rev. v. ii, Monsieur, we must 
not so much betray ourselves to discourtship, as to suffer 
you to be longer unsaluted. 

tBrscous, a. obs. [ad. mod.L, discosus 
f. disc-us Disk : see -ous.] Having a disk or 
disks ; discoid. 

1706 Phillips (ed. Kersey), Discous or Discoidal Flowers 
. .whose Flosculi or little Leaves, are set together so close, 
thick, and even, as to make the surface of the Flower plain 
and flat like a Dish. 1727 Bailey vol. II. Discous Flower 
. .is that which has a Disk without any Rays, as in Tansy,, 
etc. 1794 Martyn Rozesseau’s Bot. xxvi. 384 Discoid, or as 
some call them discous flowers. 

t Bisco*venable, a. Obs „ [a. OF. descoven- 

able , - convenable , unsuitable, unbefitting, incon- 
venient, f. des-, Dis- 4 + co\tt)venable : see Con- 
venable, Covenable.] Unsuitable, unbefitting, 
inappropriate. 

[1292 Britton i. xxix. § 5 Si la condicioun soit inpossible 
ou descovenable. ] 1474 Caxton Chesse 11. v. D viij b, The 

peple of rome . . no thynge shamefast to demaunde thynges 
discouenable. 1484 — Chivalry 18 A discouenable thyng it 
shold be that a man that wold lerne to sewe shold lerne 
to sewe of a carpenter. 

t Disco’venant, v. Obs. [f. Dis- 6 + Cove- 
nant v. i, or Dis- 7 a + Covenant sb.] tram. To 
dissolve covenant with; to exclude from a covenant. 
Hence Disco* venanted ppl. a. 

1650 Trapp Comm. Pentat. n. xox God will own them no 
longer ; they are now dis-covenanted. 1667 Flavel Saint 
Indeed (1754) 34 If he had . . discovenanted my soul, I had 
reason to be cast down. 1702 C. Mather Magn. Chr. v. 
App. (1852) 292 They were once in covenant and never since 
discovenanted. x86i Lytton & Fane Tannhbuser 97 No 
more, .rebuild The rainbow of discovenanted Hope. 

Disccrvenanter. rare - 1 . [f. Dis- 9 + 

Covenanter 2.] One who refused to sign or ad- 
here to the (Scottish) Covenants; cf. Covenant 
sb. 9. 

1827 Airman Hist. Scot. IV.vin.i86 The secret malignants 
and discovenanters. 

Discover (disko’voi), v. Forms: a. 4- dis- 
cover ; also 4 deschuver, discoovir, 4-5 dys-, 
4-7 discouer, 5 -cuuer, -couyr, -cornier. &. 4 
diskyuer, 5 dis-, dyskeuer. 7. 4 descure, 4-6 
discour(e, -cure, 5 -cuyre, 5-6 -kure, 6 -cuir. 
S. 5-6 dis-, dyskere. [a. OF. descovr-ir , des- 
couvr-ir = Pr. and Sp. desaibrir, It. discovHre (later 
-coprzre), ad. med.L. discoofterire, lateL. or Romanic 
f. Dis- 4 + L. cooperTre to Cover. The OF. stressed 
form descuevre, - queuvre , gave the Eng. variant, 
diskever (still dial.), and the vocalizing of v be- 
tween vowels, gave the reduced discour , - cure , and 
dis here.] 

fl. trams. To remove the covering (clothing, roof, 
lid, etc.) from (anything) ; to bare, uncover; esp. 
to uncover (the head), to unroof (a building). Obs. 

1382 Wyclif Lev. xxi. xo His heed he shal not discouer, 
his clothis he shal not kitt. 14. . Lydg. Temple of Glas 916 
Who j?at wil. . Fulli be cured . . He most . .Discure his wound, 
& shew it to his lech, c X449 Pecock Repr. 11. x. 206 The 
principal Crucifix of the chirche schal be Discovered and 
schewid baar and nakid to alle the peple of the Processioun. 
1483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 362/2 She. .said to her sustres that 
they sholde discouere their hedes. xgzo Whitinton V ulg. 
(1527) 40 Let hym also.. set his cuppe surely before his 
superyour, discouer it and couer it agayne with curtesy 
made. 2572 Grind al Articles 50 Whether any man hath 
pulled downe or discouered any Church, chauncell, or 
chappell. 1627 Lisander $ Cal. v. 80 At the end of his 
sermon having discovered his head. 2628 Coke On Lilt. 
1. 53 If the house be discouered by tempest, the tenant must 
in conuenient time repaire it. \ _ 

f 2. To remove, withdraw (anything serving as 
a cover) ; to cause to cease to be a covering. Obs. 
2535 Stewart Cron. Scot. II. 139 At the last the cloud 


ane lytill we Discouerit wes, that tba micht better se. 262s 
Bible Jer. xiii. 22 For the greatnesse of thine iniquitie are 
thy skirts discouered. x6x8 Chapman Hesiod 1. 161 When 
the woman the unwieldy lid Had once discover’d, all the 
miseries hid . . dispersed and flew About the world. 

3. To disclose or expose to view (anything 
covered up, hidden, or previously unseen), to re- 
veal, show. Now rare. 

c 1450 Lonelich Grail Iv. 175 Thanne browhte Aleyn this 
holy vessel anon . . & there it discouerede & schewed it }?e 
kyng. 1535 Covf.rdale Isa. xxvi. 21 He wil discouer the 
bloude that she hath deuoured. 1613 Voy. Guiana in Harl. 
Misc. (Malh.) III. 182 A goodly river, discovering a gallant 
Country. 1660 Hickeringill Jamaica {1661) 39 Columbus, 
to whose happy search, the West-Indies first discovered 
it self. 1689 — Modest Inq. v. 35 Which Wrinckles I had 
rather Masque over and cover, than discover. X716 Lady 

M. _ W. Montagu Let. to Pope 14 Sept., The stage was 
built over a. .canal, and, at the beginning of the second act, 
divided into two parts discovering the water. 1797 Mrs. 
Radcliffe Italian xxxii, This discovered to Schedoni the 
various figures assembled in his dusky chamber, a x86x 
Clough Rss. Class. Metres, Actaeon 13 She.. Swift her di- 
vine shoulders discovering. 1882 Stevenson New A rab. Nis. 
(1884) 121 The nurseryman, .readily discovered his hoard. 

fg. 1892 Newman Smyth Chr. Ethics 1. iii. x88 This mode 
of thinking discovers a cosmical moral significance in the in- 
carnation. 

f b. To afford a view of, to show. Obs. 
x6oo E. Blount tr. Conestaggio 212 Upon the hils, which 
discover the enimies lodging and their trenches. 1638 Sir 
T. Herbert Trav. (ed. 2) 73 ’Tis wall'd about, and to the 

N. N. W. discovers a lake or fish-pond five miles over, 
1667 Milton P. L. i. 64 From those flames No light, but 
rather darkness visible Serv'd only to discover sights of 
woe. ex 710 C. Fiennes Diary (1888) nz An advanced 
piece of ground above all the rest . . discovers the Country 
a great Circuit round. 

c. To discover check ( Chess) : to remove a piece 
or pawn which stands between a checking piece 
and the king, and so to put the latter in check. 

_ [1614 A. Saul Chess viii, The Mate by discovery, the most 
industrious Mate of all.] 28x6 Stratagems of Chess (1817) 
xi Place the queen, bishop or castle behind a pawn or a 
piece in such a manner as upon playing that pawn or piece 
you discover a check upon your adversary’s king. 1847 
Staunton Chess PL Handbk. 20 When the King is directly 
attacked by the Piece played, it is a simple check ; but when 
the Piece moved does not itself give check, but unmasks 
another which does, it is called a discovered check. Ibid. 
28 A striking though simple instance of the power of a dis- 
covered check. Ibid. • 29 White must play his Rook to 
K.Kt.’s sixth square, discovering check with the Bishop. 
1870 Hardy & Ware Mod. Hoyle , Chess 42 Double Check is 
when check is discovered, .the King being also attacked by 
the piece moved. 

4. To divulge, reveal, disclose to knowledge (any- 
thing secret or unknown) ; to make known, arch. 

Sb. With simple object. 

a 1300 Cursor M. 28293 (Cott.) Priuetis o fremyd and 
frende I haue dtscouerdals vn-hende. C1350 Will, Pale-rue 
3192 pis dede schal i neuer deschuuer. ^1386 Chaucer 
Can. Yeom. Prol. $ T. 143 Thou sclaundrest me. .And eek 
discouerest that thou sholdest hyde. c 1470 Harding Ckron. 
11. i. The youngest suster the mater all discured To her 
husbande. ? C1475 Sqr. lowe Degre 868 Anone he made 
hym swere His counsayl he should never diskere. 159a 
Shaks. Rom. 4* JuL iu. i. 147 O Noble Prince, I can dis- 
couer all The vnluckie Mannage of this fatall brail. x66a 
J. Davies tr. Mandelslo's Trav . 5 They contain some 
secrets which Time will discover. 2712 W. Rogers Voy. 9 
[I] now thought it fit to discover to our Crew whither we 
were bound. 1751 Johnson Rambler No. 97 r 14 He 
honestly discovers the state of his fortune, 
b. With subord. cl. 

1599 Shaks. Much Ado 1. ii. 12 The Prince discouered to 
Claudio that hee loued my niece your daughter. 1845 J. H. 
Newman Lett. (1891) II. 460 Continually do I pray that He 
would discover to me if I am under a delusion, 
t C. absol. Obs. 

14. . Lydg. Temple of Glas 629 Lich him pat . . knowep 
not, to whom forto discure. 1659 Burton's Diary ( 1828) 
IV. 302 All means were used to make him discover, but he 
. .would not confess. 

1 5. To reconnoitre. Also absol. Obs . 

1375 Barbour Bruce xiv. 268 Furth till discouir, thalr way 
thai ta. C1475 Rauf Coil ^ear 798 Derflie ouir Daillis, dis- 
couerand the doun, Gif ony douchtie that day for Iornayis 
was dicht. 15x3 Douglas VEneis ix. iii 196 Of the nycht 
wach the cure We geif Mesapus, the jettis to discure. 159a 
Unton Corr. (Roxb.) 330 The king this day goeth to the 
warr to discover. ^ x6oo E. Blount tr. Conestaggio 211 He 
issued foorth ..with his whole army, onely with an intent 
to discover. 

6. To reveal the identity of (a person) ; Fence, 
to betray, arch. 

c 1320 Sir Beuesrf^ Maseger, do me surte, pat pow nelt 
noujt discure me To no wijt 1 c *386 Chaucer Merck. T. 
698 Mercy, and that ye nat discouere me. 1465 Poston 
Lett. No. 527 II. 234 A told me . . in noo wyse that ye 
dyskure not Master Stevyn. 1599 Warn. Faire Worn. u. 
524 Whither shal I fly ? The very bushes wit dis-cover me. 
1632 J. H ayward tr. Biottdis Ero?netia 71 When hee asked 
who hee was, the Marquesse durst not discover him (so 
strictly was he tied by promise to conceaie him). *726 Adz\ 
Capt. R. Boyle 264 She at last discover'd herself to me : 
She was Daughter-in-law to [etc.]. 1865 Kingsley Herew. 
xix, He was on the point of discovering himself to them. 

f 7. To manifest, exhibit, display (an attribute, 
quality, feeling, etc.). Obs. 

ex 430 Pilgr. Lyf Manhode 1. cxxv. (1869) 66 It is michel 
moire woorth . . pan to diskeuere his iustice, and to say, 
bihold mi swerde which e i haue vnshethed you. 1576 
Fleming Panohl, Epist. 338 M. Clemens, to whome S. T. 
Moore bathe discovered a fewe sparckles of his benevolence 
towardes mee. 1589 Greene Menaphon (Arb.). 33, I . haue- 
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not., store of plate to discover anie wealth. 1615 J. Ste- 
phens Satyr. Ess. 213 He will enter into a Taverne. .onely 
to discover his gold lace and scarlet. 1682 Bunyan Holy 
War (Cassell) 141 With what agility., did these military 
men discover their skill in feats of war. 1771 Sir J. 
Reynolds Disc iv. (1876) 347 He takes as much pains to 
discover, as the greater artist does to conceal, the marks of 
his subordinate assiduity. 

b. esp. To manifest by action ; to display (un- 
consciously or unintentionally) ; to exhibit, betray, 
allow to be seen or perceived, arch. 

c 1460 La Belle. Dame 403 in Pol. ReL <$• L. Poems (1866) 
65 If youre grace to me be Discouerte, Thanne be your 
meane soon shutde I be relevyd. 1356 Aurelia $ I sab. 
(1608) I. vii, Then yowre regard discoverethe. .the desire of 
yowre hane. x6oo E, Blount tr. Conestaggio 117 The 
more he mounted, the more he discovered his incapacitie. 
1658 Sir T. Browne Hydriot . ii. (1736) 29 The remaining 
Bones discovered his Proportions. 1739 Labelye Short 
Acc. Piers Westm. Bridge 59 The Timber . . discover’d a 
strong Smell of Turpentine upon the first Stroke of a Plane. 
1836-7 Sir W. Hamilton M eiaph. (1877) I. x viii. 341 She had 
never discovered a talent for poetry or music. 1887 Times 
27 Aug. n/3 He was bitten by a pet fox which subsequently 
discovered symptoms of rabies. 

C. With subord. clause. 

1396 Spenser State Irel. Wks. (Globe) 640/1 The which 
name doth discover them to be also auncient English. 1622 
J. Meade in Ellis Orig. Lett. Ser. 1. III. 126 How could 
that discover they were for Spaine ? 1713 Pope Guardian 
No. 4 1*2 A lofty gentleman Whose air and gait discovered 
when he had published a new book. 1802-3 lr * Pallas’ Trav. 
(1812) I. 425 All the Nagais still discover by their features, 
that they are of Mongolian origin. 1856 Emerson Eng:. 
Traits, First Visit Wks. (Bohn) X 1. 7 Rousseau’s Confessions 
had discovered to him [Carlyle] that be was not a dunce. 

8. To obtain sight or knowledge of (something 
previously unknown) for the first time; to come to 
the knowledge of ; to find out. 

a. With simple object. 

1555 Eden Decades 2 Colon us . . in this fyrst nauigation 
discouered vj Ilandes. 1585 T. Washington tr. Nicholay's 
Voy. 1. v. 4 Wee discovered at the Seas two Foystes which 
came even towardes the place where we were. 1670 Mayn- 
waring Physicians Repos. 90 This alkalisate property was 
first discovered by preparation and tryals. 1783 H. Blair 
Led. Rhet. x. (Seager), We invent things that are new ; 
we discover what was before hidden. Galileo invented the 
telescope ; Harvey discovered the circulation of the blood. 
1840 Penny Cycl. XVI. 176 Banks’s Islands ..were dis- 
covered by Captain Bligh in 1789. _ i860 Tyndall Glac. 11. 
xyu. 317 The sounds continued without our being able to 
discover their source. 

b. With subord. clause or inf. phrase. 

155 6 Aurelia I sab (1608) Biij, Your love sbal be dis- 
covered to be false. 1676 Lister in R ay’s Corr, (1848) 123, 
I am glad you have discovered those authors to be plagi- 
aries. 1727 Swift Gulliver 11. viii. 160 He sent out his 
long-boat to discover what I was. 1868 Lockyer Elem. 
Astron. vi. (1879) 228 Dr. Wollaston in .. 1802 discovered 
that there were dark lines crossing the spectrum in different 
places. 1892 Sir H. E. Lopes in Law Times’ Rep. LXVII 
150/2 The defendant Burton says he discovered that he had 
made a mistake. 

c. To catch sight of to sight, descry, espy. arch. 

1576-90 N. T. (L. Tomson) Acts xxi. 3 And when we bad 

discouered Cyprus, we left it on the left hand. 1585 T. 
Washington tr. Nicholay's Voy. 1. xi. 13 In the evening we 
discovered the citie of Gigeri. 1660 F. Brooke tr. Le Blanc’s 
Trav. 23 From the top of the hill you discover Aden, stand- 
ing in a Targe plain. 1726 Adv.CapL R. Boyle 373 November 
3, we discover’d England, whose Chalky Cliffs gave us all 
a vast Delight. 1817 Shelley Rev. Islam vii. xl. 5 Day was 
almost over, When through the fading light I could discover 
A ship approaching. 

f 9. To bring into fuller knowledge; to explore 
(a country, district, etc.). Ohs. 

1582 N. Lichefield tr. Castankeda's Cong. E. Ind, Ixxv. 
154 In commission to go & discouer the red Sea with the 
Countreyes adiacent. 1670 Narborough Jml. in Acc. Sev. 
Late Voy. 1. (1711) 43, I sent in my Boat to discover the 
Harbour, and see if the Pink was there. xyfiEng. Gazetteer 
(ed. 2) s.v. Tingmonth, The Danes landed here in 970, to 
discover the country previous to their invasion of it, 1830 
Prescott Peru II. 192 He was empowered to discover and 
occupy the country for the distance of two hundred leagues. 
1 10. intr. To make discoveries, to explore. Ohs. 
1582 N. Lichefield tr. Castankedds Cong. E. Ind.br. 10 b, 
Vpon Christmas daye, they had discouered along the Coast, 
three score and tenne leagues to the Eastward. 1685 R. 
Burton Eng. Emp. Amer. ii. 39 Capt. Henry Hudson in 
1607 discovered farther North toward the Pole than perhaps 
any before him. 1821 Southey Exped. of Orsua 129 We 
set out from Peru for the river Maranham, to discover and 
settle there. ' 

tb. To have or obtain a view ; to look ; to see. 
1599 Hakluyt Voy. II. 1. 234 Standing at the one gate 
you may discouer to the other. 1647 Saltmarsh Spark. 
Glory ( 1847) 14 1 They that have discovered up into free- 
grace or the mystery of salvation. 1653 Holcroft Procopius 
1,20 Fromahil discovering round, they saw a dust, and 
soon after a great troo]D ofVandals. 1667 Ld. Digby Elvira 
n : vii, There’s nobody in the street, it is so light One may 
discover a mile. 1709 Pope Ess. Crit. 647 He steer’d securely, 
and discover’d far, Led by the light of the Maeonian star, 
f ll. irons, and intr. To distinguish, discern. Ohs. 
1620 E. Blount Horae Subsec. 453 This kind of Flatterie 
• .is so closely intermixed with friendship, that it can hardly 
be discouered from it. 1650 W. Brough Sacr. Princ. (1659) 
551 Discover better betwixt the Spirit of God and the 
World. 1655 Mrq. Worcester Cent. Inv. vi, Far as Eye 
can discover black from white. 1796 Mrs. E. Parsons 
Myst. Warning 111 . 59 A semblance of honour I had not 
the penetration to discover from a reality. 

Hence Discovering vbl. sb. and ppl. a. 

<21350 Will. Palerne 1044, I drede me of descuuering, for 
$e haue dwelled long. 1375 Barbour Bruce 1. 242 Thus 


contrar thingis euir-mar, Discoweryngis off the tothir ar. 
c 1477 Caxton Jason 37 The mouth whiche is instrument 
of the dischargyng and discouering of hertes. 1555 
Eden Decades 31 1 The fyrste discouerynge of the Weste 
Indies. 1583 Golding Calvin on Dent, lviii. 349 To the 
end they might not vse any odde shiftes to keepe their 
naugbtinesse from discouering. a 16 31 Donne in Corttk. 
Mag. May (1865) 618 All will spy in thy face A blushing, 
womanly, discovering grace. 1663 Gerbier Counsel 19 The 
middle Transome would be opposite to a mans eye, hinder- 
some to the free discovering of the Countrey. 2668 Claren- 
don Contemp. Ps ., Tracts (1727) 668 Who love such discover- 
ing words [etc.]. 1695 Woodward Nat. Hist. Earth iv. 

(1723) 244 Rivers and Rains also, are instrumental to the 
Discovering of Amber. 

Discoverability. [f. next : see -ity.] The 
quality of being discoverable ; capability of being 
found out. 

1840 Carlyle Heroes i. (1872) 4 Belief that there is a 
Greatest Man ; that he is discoverable . , the ‘ discoverability * 
is the only error here. 1867 Sabbath on Rock ii. 42 To set 
up absolute discoverability as the test of a moral law. 

Discoverable (disfarvorabl),#. [f. Discover 
v. + - able.] Capable of being discovered or found 
out ; discernible, perceptible, ascertainable. 

1572 in Sir F. Drake revived (1628) 24 Some fit place 
..where we might safely leave our Ship at Anchor, not dis- 
couerable by the enemy. 1628 Earle Microcosm. , A weake 
Man (Arb.) 59 One discouerable in all sillinesses to all men 
but himselfe. 1736 Butler Anal. 11. i. Wks. 1874 I. 154 
Containing an account of a dispensation of things not dis- 
coverable by reason. 1751 Johnson Rambler o. 183 T 8 
Its effects, .are everywhere discoverable. 1856 Froude Hist. 
Eng. II. x. 413 The report. . is no longer extant. Bonner 
was directed by Queen Mary to destroy all discoverable 
copies of it. 1873 M. Arnold Lit. # Dogma (1876) 284 Pro- 
voking it by every means discoverable. 

Discoverably, adv. [f. prec. + -ly % ] So 

as to be discovered ; perceptibly. 

1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. 11. iv. 79 Saltes [attract]., 
but weakely . . nor very discoverably by any frication. 1843 
Carlyle Past # Pr. 11. iii. (1845) 69 The river Lark, though 
not very discoverably, still runs or stagnates in that country. 

t Discoverance. Ohs. rare~K [f. Discover 
v. + -ance: cf. obs. F. descouvrance (16th c. in 
Godef.V] The action of discovering ; discovery. 

1664 Power Exp. Philos. 1. 33, I have another advan- 
tageous way of discoverance of them to the bare eye also. 

Discovered (disktrvsid), ppl. a . [f. Discover 

V. + -ED h] 

fl. Uncovered ; bare ; having the head bare. 

1484 Caxton Chivalry 88 That daye that he seeth the 
hede of his wyf or ony other bare and discourd. 1579 
Fenton Guicciard. (1618) 99 The campe of the Florentines 
.. being pitched in a place so open and discouered. 1594 
Blundevil Exerc. iii. il iv, (ed. 7) 378 Leaving other parts 
of the earth drie, and discovered, a 1638 Mede Wks. (1672) 
61 Having their faces discovered, their hair dishevelled, 
1644 R. Baillie Lett. <$• Jpils. (1841) II. 149 In preaching 
he [Mr.Nye] thinks the minister should be covered and the 
people discovered. 1692 J. M. Zingis 147 Seeing his Head 
discover'd, he knew him to be the Prince of Brema. 

2. Made manifest ; found out, revealed, divulged. 

1581 J. Bell Hail don's Ausw. Osor. 173 Whatsoever is 

decreed either by his covered or discovered will. 1603 
Knolles Hist. Turks (1638) 91 Which companies .. came 
neer to the town unseen or discouered. 1670 Clarendon 
Ess. Tracts (1727) 133 Upon the most discovered and notor- 
ious transgressions. 1718 Mojteux Quix. (1892) II. xxxvi. 
278 The whole length of the discovered world. 1864 Pusey 
Lett. Daniel ix. 542 His discovered error. 

b. Discovered check ( Chess ) : see Discover v. 3 c. 
Hence f Disco- veredljr adv., openly, manifestly. 
1659 Touriano, Alla-scoperia, openly, discoveredly, in 
view of all. 

Discoverer (disk2?-V9rai). Forms: 4discurer, 
5 des- dys- discoverour, dyscowerer, -cuerer, 
•curer, discurrour, -owr, -cowrrour, 6 (Sc.) 
diseurlour, 6- discoverer, [ad. OF. descouvreur, 

- eor (13th c. in Hatz.-Darm ). mod.F. dicoitvreur , 
{. descouvrir to Discover * It discopritore , Sp. 
descubridor\ repr. late L. type *discoopentdr-em.’\ 
+ 1. One who makes known, discloses, or reveals 
(a secret) ; an informer. Ohs. 

a 1300 Cursor M. 27469 (Cott.) ]>e tent if he tell o his man 
0 scrift es he discurer ban. c 1440 Promp. Parv. 122/1 Dys- 
curer, or dyscowerer of cownselle iv. r. discuerer), arbiirer. 
1586 A. Day Eng. Secretary il (1625) 122 Wine saith Ovid, 
is the discoverer of secrets. 1691-8 Norris Pract. Disc. 
(1707) IV. 155 Jesus Christ is the first Discoverer of the 
other world. 1692 Luttrell Brief ReL (1857) II. 606 The 
authors are searched for, and great rewards offered to the 
discoverers. 1710 Palmer Proverbs 198 There is somewhat 
of a universal abhorrence in men’s minds to a discoverer. 
1778 Phil. Snrv. S.Irel 251 I'll turn discoverer, and in spite 
of you. .1 shall become heir. 

f 2. One sent out to reconnoitre; a scout, spy, 
explorer. Ohs. 

1375 Barbour Bruce ix. 244 The discurrouris saw thame 
cumande With baneris to the vynd vafand. 1513 Douglas 
AEmis 1. viii. 124 And with discuriouris keip the coist on 
raw. 1577 B. Gooce Heresbach's Hush. iv. (1586) 175 b, 
They [bees] send abroad their discoverers to finde out more 
foode. 1597 Shaks. 2 Hen. IV, iv. j. 3 Here .. send dis- 
couerers forth, To know the numbers of our Enemies. 1625 
Bp. Mountagu Appeal Caesar xxxvii. 320 Afield of Thistles 
seemed once a battell of Pikes unto some Discoverers of the 
Duke of Burgundy. 

3. One who discovers or finds out that which was 
previously unknown. 

1600 Hakluyt Voy. III. 2o(R.) This frier, .was the greatest 
discouerer by sea, that hath bene in our age. 1602 Warner 


Alb. Eng. XL Ixii. (1612) 271 Caboto (whose Cosmographie 
and selle-proofe brake the lse To most our late diseouerer.s). 
1718 Prior Knmvledge 319 Foreign isles which our dis- 
coverers find. 1855 Macaulay Hist. Eng. IV. 691 He was 
not.. the first great discoverer whom princes and statesmen 
had regarded as a dreamer. 

1 4. (?) An umpire between two combatants in a 
tournament. Ohs. 

[Cf. 1440 in x], 1460 Lybeaus Disc. 925 Taborus and trom- 
pours, Herawdes goode descoverours, Har strokes gon des- 
crye. 1548 Hall Chron Hen. 1 V , (an. 1) 12 Not onely . . 
to see. .their manly feates. .but also to be the discoverer and 
indifferente judge, .of their courageous actes. 

t Bisco*verment. Obs. rare- 1 , [f. Discover 
v. + -ment : cf. OF. descauvrement mod.F. dt- 
cotwrement , Sp. descubrim Dntoh\ Discovery. 

1600 Fairfax Tasso xv. xxxix. 274 The time, .prefixt for 
this discouerment. 

Disco vert, a. an d sb. [a. OF. descovcrf, -convert, 
pa. pple. of descouvrir ( also used subst.J, mod.F. 
ddcouvert = med.L. discoopertus , pa. pple. of dis- 
cooperire to Discover.] A. adj. 
fl* Uncovered, exposed, unprotected. Obs. 
c 1380 1 Sir Feruntb. 738 As he huld is scheld vp so, dis- 
couert was al ys side. 1491 Caxton Vitas Pair. (W. de W, 
1495) 1. xlvili. 94/2 Seenge the caue broken and dyscouuerte. 
<21500 Chaucer’s D rente 6 Flora. .with hire mantel hole 
coverte That winter made had discoverte. 1525 Ld. Berners 
Froiss. II. civil, [cliii -3 429 The quenes lytter was richely 
apparelled and discouert. 

2. Laiv. Of an unmarried woman or a widow: 
Not covert, not under the cover, authority, or pro- 
tection of a husband ; cf. Covert a. 4.. 

1729 G. Jacob Law Diet. (1736), Discovert is used in the law 
for a woman unmarried or widow, one not within the bands 
of matrimony. 1883 LawRep. 23 Ch. Diy. 715 The w'ife’s.. 
interest cannot come into existence until she is discovert. 
1886 Law Times LXXXI. 171/2 The married lady had not 
disposed of the income when discovert. 

t B. sb. An uncovered or exposed state. In or 
at discovert , in an uncovered condition ; off one’s 
guard. [OF. a dcscoverii] Obs. 

[1292 Britton hi. xv. § 3 En presence de bones gentz tut 
a descovert.] 13. . K. A lie . (Laud MS.) 7407 (W. 741 ">) Ac 
Alisaunder was sone hym by And smoot hym in pe discouerte 
Wij? )?e strooke al to )?e herte. c 1386 Chaucer Pars. T. 
F640 pe deueles may..scheten at hym at discouert by temp- 
tacion on euery syde. c 1450 Merlin 331 Nascien .. smote 
the kynge Rion so harde at discouert vpon the lifte side 
that he bar hym to the erthe. 1590 T. Lodge Euphues' 
Gold. Leg. in Halliw. Shaks. VI. 15 Love.. taking her at 
discovert stroke her so deepe, as she felt herselfe_ growing 
passing passionate. <2x592 Greene Arbasto viii, Cupid 
. .seeing her now at discovert, drew home to the head. 

Discoverture (disk2?*vaitiui). Law. [f. Dis- 
covert a. 2 after coverture. Cf. OF. descouverture 
discovery (15th c. in Godef.).] The state or con- 
dition of being discovert, or not under coverture : 
cf. Coverture 9. 

1818 Cruise Digest (ed. 2) III. 502 Within ten years next 
after his and their full age, discoverture, coming of sound 
mind.. or coming into this realm. 1884 Law Times Rep. 
LI. 157/1 During. .the minority and discoverture of any 
female. 

Discovery (disk27*v9ri). Also 6-7 -vie. [f. 
Discover v., app. after the analogy of recover , 
recovery. But the latter represents OF. recovree , 
recuvrte , recouvrh , Romanic n. of action from pa. 
pple. feminine, L. type rccuperdta. The corresp. 
sb. from descovrir, viz. descoverte, mod.F. dicouverte. 
It. discoperta, L. type *discooperta, was not taken in 
English in this sense : in early times discovering 
was used ; subsequently we find discoverance, dis- 
coverment ; discovery was established in the latter 
half of the 16th c., and is frequent in Shakspere. 
Cf. deiiver-y , also battery, flattery, which associate 
themselves with batter, flatter, though not actually 
derived from these.] 

1 1. The action of uncovering or fact of becoming 
uncovered; opening (of a bud, etc.). Obs. 

1658 Sir T. Browne Gard. Cyrus iii, Seeds themselves In 
their rudimen tall discoveries, appear in foliaceous surcles. 

2. The action of disclosing or divulging (any- 
thing secret or unknown) ; revelation, disclosure, 
setting forth, explanation. Now rare. 

1586 A. Day Eng. Secretary n. (1625) 10 1 In the discovery 
whereof my minde is . . to deliver what m my owne opinion. 
1601 Holland Pliny I. 219 How significant is their dis- 
couerie of the beast vnto the hunter. 1614 [see Discover 
3 c]. 1662 J. Davies tr. Olearius' Voy. Ambass. 285 Cer- 
tain Dutch Merchants, cloath’d in Persian habits . . they 
made no discovery of themselves. 1678 Dryden Kind Keeper 
11. i, Come, make a free discovery which of ’em your Poetry 
is to Charm. 1737 Col. Rec. Pennsylv. IV, 276 Resolved., 
to make a Discovery of the whole affair. 1766 Blackstone 
Comm , ii, xxxi. 482 The bankrupt, upon this examination, 
is bound upon pain of death to/make a full discovery of all 
his estate and effects, as well in expectancy as possession. 
1828 Scott P\ M. Perth xxv, She would then meet him; 
determined to make a full discovery of her sentiments. 

b. Law. Disclosure by a party to an action, at 
the instance of the other party, of facts or documents 
necessary to maintain his own title. 

1715 Act 2 Geo. 1 in Lond. Gaz. (1716) No. 5455/2 The 
Person suing. .shall be entitled, .to demand a Discovery of 
all Incumbrances . . any way affecting the same. 1768 
Blackstone Comm. iii. xxvii. 437 From the .. compulsive 
discovery upon oath, the courts of equity have acquired 
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a jurisdiction over almost all matters of fraud. 1848 Whar- 
ton Law Lex . s.v., A bill of discovery, emphatically so 
called, is a bill for the discovery of facts resting in the 
knowledge of the defendant, or of deeds, or writings, or 
other things, in his custody or power. 1863 H. Cox Inst it. 
n. iv. 405 In the superior courts of common law . . either 
party to a cause has a right . . to obtain discovery of docu- 
ments in his opponent’s possession relating to the matter 
in dispute. 1883 Law Times 20 Oct. 411/1, I obtained 
discovery, and the result was that an authority, signed by 
the defendant, who had forgotten all about it, was disclosed. 

f c. The action of displaying or manifesting (any 
quality) ; manifestation. Obs. 

1576 Fleming Panoil. Epist. 57 That they .. should not 
only In the discoverie of their skill make him glorious, but 
themselves also. 1692 Dkyden St. Euremonf s Ess. 42 It 
was then the Romans. , made a discovery of their Mag- 
nificence. 1759 Johnson Rasselas xvi, His companions . . 
could make no discovery of their ignorance or surprise. 

d. The unravelling or unfolding of the plot of a 
play, poem, etc. 

1727 51 Chambers Cycl., Discovery, in dramatic poetry, 
a manner of unravelling a plot, or fable, .wherein, by some 
unforeseen accident, a discovery is made of the name, 
fortune, quality, and other circumstances, of a principal 
person, which were before unknown. 1870 L’Estrange 
Miss Mitford .I. iv. 108 The denouement of * Marmion’ 
and that of ‘The Lay of the Last Minstrel ’ both turn on 
the same discovery. 

3 . The finding out or bringing to light of that 
which was previously unknown ; making known ; 
also with a and pl. r an instance of this. 

1553 in Hakluyt Voy. (1589) 265 The voyage intended for 
the discouerie of Cathay and diuers other regions, dominions, 
islands, and places unknown. 1601 Shaks. Alt’s Well m. 
vi. 99 He will steale hiniselfe into a mans fauour, and for 
a weeke escape a great deale of discoueries, but when you 
finde him out, you haue him euer after. 1653 H. Cogan tr. 
Pinto’s Trav. xx. 71 Attired after the Chinese fashion, for 
fear of discovery.. 1676 Ray Corr. (1848) 126 Those dis- 
coveries and new inventions are not granted even to such 
men .. unless [etc.]. 5748 Anson’s Voy. u. X. 232 The dis- 
covery of new countries and of new branches of commerce. 
1794 Paley Evid. 11. ii. (1817) 67 Morality, .does not admit 
of discovery, properly so called. 1846 Landor I mag. Conv. 
II. 1 Shew me.. a discoverer who has not suffered for 
his discovery, . whethera Columbus or a Galileo. 1846 Grote 
Greece I. xviii. (1862) II. 458 The voyage was tone of dis- 
covery. 1894 Whitaker’s A lmanac 594/2 Ferrier’s discovery 
of cerebral localization. 

fb. Exploration, investigation, reconnoitring, 
reconnaissance. Obs. 

1605 Shaks. Lear v. i. 53 The Enemys in view . . Heere 
is the guesse of their true strength and Forces, By dilligent 
discouerie, 1669 N. Morton New Eng. Mem. 17 About 
thirty of them went out on this second Discovery . . but 
upon the more exact discovery thereof, they found it to be 
no Harbour for Ships, but onely for Boats. 1719 De Foe 
Crusoe (1840) I. vi. 115 I had a great desire to make a more 
perfect discovery of the island. 1774 Goldsm. Grecian 
Hist. II. 275 He was therefore commanded to make some 
further discoveries. 

f c. The getting a view (of anything) ; descrying, 
viewing ; view. Obs. 

1613 Purchas Pilgrimage vu. xi, 592 In the first place 
presents it selfe to our Discoverie that Sea. 1616 Surfl. & 
Maukh. Country Far me. The hills, which are commonly 
called the views or discoveries of parkes. 1650 Fuller 
Pisgah 11. v. ii. 144 He could not at that distance have 
taken a discovery of them. 

d. US. Mining. ‘The first finding of the mineral 
deposit in place upon a mining claim’ (Raymond). 

1812 Brackenripge Views Louisiana (1814) 147 What is 
called a discovery, by those engaged in working the mines, 
is, when any one happens upon an extensive body of ore. 
1881 Raymond Mining Gloss, s v., A discovery is necessary 
before the location can be held by a valid title. The open- 
ing in which it is made is called discovery-shaft, discovery- 
tunnel, etc. 

+ 4 . Information, indication, or evidence that 
brings anything to light. Obs. 

1648 Cromwell Let. 17 June in Carlyle, We have plain 
discoveries that Sir Trevor Williams, .was very deep in the 
plot of betraying Chepstow. 1699 Bentley Phal. 356 By 
this we may have some Discovery of Nossis's Age. X705 
Stanhope Paraphr. I. 273 Marks which were thought 
sufficient Discoveries of their being dictated by the same 
Spirit. 

5 . That wherein the discovery consists; the 
matter or thing which is discovered, found out, 
revealed, or brought to light. (In quot. 1657, 
property discovered to be held without title.) 

1632 Marmion Holland's Leaguer v. v, I’ll open but one 
leaf. .And you shall see the whole discovery. 1657 Burton's 
Diary { 1828) II. 102 A Bill for settling of Worcester House 
..upon Margaret, Countess of Worcester . . and some dis- 
coveries in lieu of the arrears of her fifths, a x68z Sir T. 
Browne Tracts (1684) 2x0 The Friers . . brought back into 
Europe the discovery of Silk and Silk Worms. 1780 Cowper 
Table t. 752 Then spread the rich discovery, and invite 
Mankind to share in the divine delight. 1837 Penny Cycl. 
VII. 419/2 No indication that the mariner’s compass was a 
recent discovery. 

6 . attrib. and Comb. Discovery-claim (Mining*), 
the portion of mining-ground to which the disco- 
verer of a mineral deposit has a claim ; the extra 
‘ claim ’ to which a discoverer is entitled : see 3 d. 

*779 Sheridan Critic hi. i, One of the finest discovery- 
scenes I ever saw. 1820 Scoresby Acc. Arctic Reg. II. 99 
One or two discovery vessels were generally attached to 
every whale-fishing expedition sent out. 1840 F. D. Ben- 
nett Whaling Voy. I. 44 The British discovery-sloop 
Swallow. Ibid, 228 To enforce the restitution of property 
stolen from the discovery-ships. 


+ Discra*dle # v. Obs . rare. [f. Dis- 7 c + 
Cradle jA] trans. To turn out of a cradle, intr. 
(for refi.) To emerge from the cradle. 

1634 Ford P. Warbeck 1: iii, We know all, Clifford, fully 
since this meteor, This airy apparition first discradled From 
Tournay into Portugal. 

Discrase, -erasite, etc. : see Dyscrase, etc. 
Discreace, -crease, obs. var. Decrease. 
Discreate (diskn^t), v. [f. Dis- 6 + Create 
vL\ trans. To uncreate, annihilate, reduce to no- 
thing or to chaos (anything created). 

1570 Dee Math, Pref. 4 There and then, that particular 
thyng shalbe Discreated. 1591 Sylvester Du Bartas 1. ii, 
318 Both vniting .. appeas’d the brail, Which doubtless 
else had discreated all. c 1843 Clough Early Poems , ’Evl 
AaTfJLW 40 Self-created, discreated, Recreated, ever fresh, 
Ever young 1 1870 Swinburne Ode Proclam. Fr. Pep., 

Thou hast set thine hand to unmake and discreate. 

Hence Discredited ppl. a . ; also Discrea’tion, 
the action of uncreating ; the undoing of creation. 

1627-77 Feltham Resolves 11. lxxvii. 324 The latter is 
a double Creation, or at least a Dis-creation, and Creation 
too. <2x628 F. Greville Sidney x. (1652) 130 The dark 
Prince, that sole author of dis-creation and disorder. 1879 
G. Macdonald Sir Gibbie III. vii. 108 The strange, eerie, 
silent waste, crowded with the chaos of dis-created homes. 

Discredence (diskrrdens). rare . ff. Dis- 9 

+ Credence ; cf. O F. dis-, descredence distrust.] 

+ !. Discredit, ill repute. Obs. 

1591 Troub. Raigne K. John (x6xi)s 3 We all are vndone, 
And brought to discredence. 

2 . Disbelief. 

3626 W. Sclater Exp. 2 Thess. (1629) 171 Discredence of 
such truths doth not prejudice any in his saluation. 18x3 
T. Busby Lucretius nx. Comm, xxxvi, A total discredence 
of the soul’s mortality. 1849 Tail’s Mag. XVI. 753 The 
denial would imply discredence of the faith. 

+ Discre’dible, a. Obs . [f. Dis- io + Credi- 
ble.] 

1 . Not to be believed, unworthy of belief. 

1580 Lupton Sivqila 139 Giving men warning . . not to 
deale with such a discredible person. 

2 . Reflecting discredit; discreditable. 

3594 Death of Usurie 39 The discredible account hath 
beene made of Vsurers in most ages. 2652 Urquiiart 
Jewel Wks. (1834) 179 [They] have in the mindes of 
foreigners engraven a discredible opinion of that nation. 

Discredit (diskredit), sb. [f. Dis- 9 + Credit 
sb., after Discredit v. ; cf. Sp. descredito (Minsheu 
1599), It. discredit 0 , F. discredit (1719 in Littre).] 

1 . Loss or want of credit; impaired reputation; 
disrepute, reproach ; an instance of this. 

1563 Act 8 Eliz. c. 7. § 1 The Slander and Discredit of the 
said Commodities in Foreign Parts, where., they are grown 
out of Estimation and Credit. 1576 Fleming Panop! 
Epist. 290 Penning infamous libels to the discredit of his 
freende. 1591 Greene Disc. * Coosnage (1592) 9 Either 
driuen to run away, or to liue in discredite for euer. 1603 
Bacon Adv. Learn, i. i. § 1 3 Learning. . I thinke good to 
deliuer .. from the discredites and disgraces which.it hath 
receiued. 1749 Fielding ’Tom Jones, . Both religion and 
virtue have received more real discredit from hypocrites, 
than . .infidels could ever cast upon them. 1791 Boswell 
Johnson Advt., A failure would have been to my discredit. 
1873 Jowett Plato (ed. 2) I. 342 Such conduct brings dis- 
credit on the name of Athens. 

2 . Loss or want of belief or confidence ; dis- 
belief, distrust. 

1647 N. Bacon Disc. Govt. Eng. 1. xl. (1739) 63 The Saxons 
were utter enemies to. Perjury; they punished it with 
eternal discredit of testimony. 1863 Geo. Eliot Romola 
in. xxxix, There were obvious facts that at once threw 
discredit on the printed document. 1868 Mom. Star 
23 Feb., The answers.. had the effect of throwing discredit 
upon his previous evidence. 

b. Comm. Loss or want of commercial credit. 
1740 W. Douglass Discourse 30 .Insensibility of Discredit, 
does naturally follow long Credit. 1779 Franklin Lett. 
Wks. (1889) VI. 355 Any measure attending the discredit of 
the bills. 1861 Goschen For. Exch. 105 The influence 
of credit or discredit will not be forgotten. x88s Pall 
Mall G . 13 Apr. 5/1 The course of the discount market de- 
pends upon credit or discredit, as the case may be. 

Discredit (diskre*dit), v. [f. Dis- 6 +■ Credit 
v . : prob. after F. dhafdit-er (16th. c. in Littre), 
or It. discreditarel\ 

1 . trans . To refuse to credit, give no credit to; 
to disbelieve. 

1539 Fp. Scot in Strype Ann. Ref. I. App. vii. 17 If they 
retume to the truthe agayne, their testimonies in the truthe 
be not to be discredetid. ?x6s6 Bramhall Replic. ii, xoo 
To discredit any one of these lesser truths . . is as much as 
to deny the truth of God. 1815 W. H.. Ireland Scribbleo- 
mania 201 A statement which there is no reason to dis- 
credit. 1871 Alabaster Wheel of Law 251,. I see no 
particular reason to discredit the Ceylonese tradition. 

2 . To show to be unworthy of belief ; to take 
away the credibility of ; to destroy confidence in. 

1561 T, Norton Calvin's Inst. 1. viii. 19 Now let these 
dogges deny [it], .or let them discredit the historie. 1570-6 
Lambarde Peramb . Kent (1826) 69 If he shall seeke to 
discredit the whole worke. ? 1656 Bramhall Replic. v. 
206, I spake. . this. . to discredit that supposititious treatise. 
1703 Maundrell Joum. Jerus. (1721) 97 The behaviour 
of the Rabble without very much discredited the Miracle. 
1866 J. Martineau Ess. I. i6x The idea is .. discredited by 
modern science. 

3 . To injure the credit or reputation of ; to bring 
into discredit, disrepute, or loss of esteem. 

1579 G. Harvey Letter-bk. (Camden) 60 Doist thou not 


verelye. suppose I shalbe utterlye discredditid and quite 
disgracid for ever? 1379 Lyly Enphues (Arb.) 191 He 
obscureth the parents he came off, and dlscrediteth his 
owne estate. 1639 B. Harris Parival’s Iron Age 63 Many 
retired themselves from this Party, which for a time was 
much discredited. 1769 Robertson Chas. V, V. v. 400 In 
order to recover the reputation of his arms, discredited by 
so many losses. x8£8 Freeman Norm. Cong . (1876) II. 
App. 636 Henry is said to have been discredited for the 
death of Thomas. 

f b. To injure the commercial credit of. Obs. 
1622 T-see Discredited]. 1732 De Foe Eng. Tradesman, 
ii. 25 The clothier is discourag’d, and for want of his money 
discredited. 

Hence Discre*diting vbl. sb. and ppl. a. 

1371 St. Trials, Duke Norfolk (R.), It is not for my Lord 
of Norfolk to stand so much upon the discrediting the 
witnesses. 1589 Cooper Admon. 2 x Which they looke to 
bring to passe, by the discrediting of the Bishops, 1770 
J. Clubbe Physiognomy 73 Any discrediting circum- 
stances. 1892 A thenaeum 6 Feb. 173/1 The utter and final 
discrediting of the Government. 

Discreditable (diskre*ditab’l), a. ff. Dis- io 
+ Creditable : alter Discredit sb. and v.] The 
reverse of Creditable ; such as to bring discredit ; 
injurious to reputation; disreputable, disgraceful. 

1640 R. Baillie Lett. <$- Jmls. (1841) I. 250 Eishu [eschew] 
that discreditable stroke. 1738 Wakburton Div. Legat. 
in. iv. Wks. x8n III. 132 He contends . . for God’s having 
a human form: No discreditable notion, at that time in 
the Church. 1776 Adam Smith W’. N. i. v. (1869) I. 46 
They would be precluded, .from this discreditable method. 
1849 Macaulay Hist. Eng. II, 351 Employing in self-defence 
artifices as discreditable as those which had been used 
against, him. 1856 Froude Hist. Eng (1858) I. iv. 290 A 
discreditable effort to fasten upon him a charge of high 
treason. 

Hence Biscreditability, the quality of being 
discreditable, disreputableness ; Dis ere -ditably 
adv., in a discreditable manner, disreputably. 

1837-0 Hallam Hist . Lit. vi. 11. § 32 Many names, which 
might nave ranked not discreditably by the side of these 
tragedians. 1888 A. J. Balfour in Daily News 17 May 
6/3 The meanness and the discreditability of such a pro- 
ceeding. 1891 Law Times XCI. x'/a Work in both Chancery 
and Divorce is discreditably in arrear. 

Discre’dited, ppl. a. [f. Discredit v. + 
-ED.] Brought into discredit or disrepute ; that has 
lost credit. 

x6xx Cotgr., DeshonorS, dishonoured, discredited, dis- 
graced. 1622 Malynes Law-Mcrch. 1x3 If the Factor 
do sell another mans commoditie to a man discredited., 
and it falleth out that this man breaketh[etc.]. 1674 Boyle 
Excel! Theol. 11. v. 203 Obsolete errours are sometimes re- 
vived as well as discredited Truths. 1790 Burke Fr. Rev. 
Wks. V. 88 The discredited paper securities of impoverished 
fraud. 1887 Spectator 29 Oct. 1456 Natural theology, he 
says, has become a discredited science. 

t Discre*ditor* Obs. rare. [f. Discredit v. 
+ -or ; cf. creditor ,] One who discredits or destroys 
confidence in anything. 

1634 W. Mountague Devout Ess. it, iii. § 3 (R.) This 
course,, which the wise man reproaches in the licencious 
discreditors of future accounts. 

Discreet (diskrrt), a. (adv. and sb.). Forms; 
4-6 discrete, 4-7 discrete, 6-7 discreete, 5- dis- 
creet, (5 disere tt, dyserete, 5-6 Sc. disereit, 
6 disserete). [ME. discret, discrete, a. F. discret, 
-He (12th c. in Littrd), ‘qui se conduit avec dis- 
cemement ad.L. discretus, in late L. and Rom. 
sense : cf. It. and Sp. discreto ‘ discreet, wise, wary, 
considerate, circumspect * (Florio), * discreet, wise 
to perceiue ’ (Minsheu). A doublet of Discrete, 
differentiated in sense and spelling. 

In cl. Lat., discret -us had only the sense ‘separate, dis- 
tinct ’, as pa. pple. of discernire , whence the corresponding 
mod. F. sense of discret , and Eng. Discrete. The late L, 
sense, which alone came down in popular use in Romanic, 
seems to have been deduced from the cognate sb, discre- 
tion-em , originally the action of separating, distinguishing, 
or discerning, and then the faculty of discernment ; hence 
the adjective may have taken the sense ‘possessed of dis- 
cernment \ 

In Eng., discrete was the prevalent spelling in all senses 
until late in the 16th c., when on the analogy of native or 
early- adopted words in ee from ME. close e, as feet, sweet, 
beet), the spelling discreet (occasional from 1400) became 
established in the popular sense, leaving discrete for the 
scholastic and technical sense in which the kinship to L. 
discretus is more obvious : see Discrete. Shakspere (1st 
Folio) has always discreet.) 

A. adj. .. 

1 . Showing discernment or judgement in the 
guidance of one’s own speech and action ; judicious, 
prudent, circumspect, cautious ; often esp that can 
be silent when speech would be inconvenient, a. 
Of persons. 

X340 [implied in Discreetly]. ^1386 Chaucer Doctor’s T. 
48 (Ellesm.) Discreet she. was in answeryng alway [so 
Heng. ; Hart, <$* Corp. discret, 3 MSS. discrete]. 1388 
Wyclif Ecclus. xxxi. 19 Vse thou as a discreet and temperat 
man these thingis. c 1440 Gesta Rom. i. 4 The clerke.. 
is a discrete confessour. 1500 -20 Dunbar Poems lxxxii. 66 
Gar 3our merchandis be disereit, That na extortiounes be. 
*534 Lind ale Titus ii. $ To be discrete [so Cranmer & 
Geneva ; x6xx discreet!, chast, huswyfly. 1569 J. Rogers 
G! Godly Love 180 A wife ought to be discret. 1579 Lyly 
Euphues (Arb.). 145 To be silent and discreete in companye 
, . is most requisite for a young man, 1398 Florio, Dis- 
crete, discreet. 1644 Milton Jtlgm. Bncer (1851) 332 We 
must ever beware, lest . . we make our selvs wiser and 
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discreeter then God. 1660 F. Brooke tr. Le Blanc’s Trav. ; 
251 His. wife being very reserv’d and discreet in her bus- : 
.bands presence, but in his absence more free and jolly. 1 
1.733 Poi’K Hor. Sat. n. i. 69 Satire’s my weapon, but I’m ' 
too discreet To run a muck, and^ tilt at all I meet. 1832 i 
.W. Irving Alhambra, 11 . in You are a discreet man, ■ 
and I make no doubt can keep a secret : but you have : 
a wife. 1839 Thirlwall Greece y I. 33 A well-meaning ; 
and zealous officer, hut not very discreet or scrupulous, 
b. Of speech, action, and the like. 
c 1374 Chaucer Troylus 11 1. 894 (943) So wyrcheth now in 1 
so discret a wyse, That I honour may haue and he ples- 
aunce. 1393 Lakgl. P. PL C. vi. 84 Preyers of a parfyt 
man and penaunce discret. 1483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 217/1 ' 
She aroos up with a glad visage a dyscrete tongue and ; 
wel spekyng. 1533 Elyot Cast. Helthe 11. xix. (153 9) 346 
'1’here is neyther meate nor drynke, in the use wherof ought : 
to be a more discrete moderation, than in wyne. 1601 , 
Shaks. Twel. N. iv. iii. 19 A smooth, discreet, and stable ' 
bearing. 1608 Bp. Hall Char. Virtues V. 47 Not by 
flattery, but by discreet seerecie. 1667 Milton P. L. viu. 
550 What she wills to do or say Seems wisest, virtuousest, 
discree test, best. 1791 Cqwpkr Iliad x hi. 562 At length 
as his discreeter course, he chose To seek YEneas. 1883 
Wills Mod. Persia 48 We maintained a discreet silence. 

2. In Sc. applied more to behaviour towards 
others ; hence, well-spoken, well-behaved, civil, 
polite, courteous; ‘not rude, not doing anything 
inconsistent with delicacy towards a female’ ( Jam.). 

[1727-46 Thomson Summer 1370 Dear youth ! . . By fortune 
too much favoured, but by love, Alas ! not favoured less, 
lie still as now Discreet.] 1782 Sir /. Sinclair ObseriK 
Scot . Dial. 100 (Jam.) He is a very discreet (civil) man, it 
is true, but his brother has more discretion (civility). x8x* 
A, Fuller Let. in Life C. Anderson vii. (1854) 198 You are 
what your Countrymen call ‘ a discreet man \ 18 . . Blackiv. 
Mag. (O.VI canna say I think it vera discreet o’ you to 
keep pushing in before me in that way. x86o Ramsay 
Remin. Ser. 1. (ed, 7) 105 Discreet . . civil, kind, attentive. 

1 3 Rare 1 6 th c. spelling of Discrete, q.v. 
t B. as adv. = Discreetly. Ohs. 

1586 A. Day Eng. Secretary it. (1625) 101 Best advised, 
discreetest governed, and worthiest. 

t'O. sb. A discreet person; a sage counsellor; 
a confidential adviser : applied, to ecclesiastics ; cf. 
Discretion S. Ohs. 

1528 Roy Rede vie (Arb.) 90 Wardens, discretes, and 
ministers. And wother offices of prelacy. 1533 More Apol, 
xxii. Wks. 882/2 A great some remaining after al the 
spiritual folke sufficiently prouided for, then had. it bene 
good that he hadde yet farther deuysed, how it would 
please him that his discretes should order the remanaunt. 

f Discree*tfully, adv. Ohs. ~ next. 

1737 L. Clarke Hist. Bible (1740) I. vi. 279 Hushai 
answered him discreeifully enough. 

Discreetly (diskrrtli), adv. [f. Discreet + 
-LY 2 .] In a discreet manner; with discretion; 
prudently ; with self-regarding prudence. 

■c 1340 Hampole Prose Tr. 23 Wysely and discretely thei 
departed hir levynge in two. c 1380 Wyclif-SV/, Wks. Ill, 
17b Crist askes two fringes of Jrin almes, pat j>ou do it in 
hvs name, and also discretly. 1494 Fabyan Chron. 1. vi, 12 
Hauynge possession of the sayd lie, Wele and discretly she 
ruled it. 1526-34 Tin dale Mark xii. 34 lesus sawe that he 
answered discretly. 1596 Shaks. Tam. Shr. 1. i. 247 Vse 
your manners discreetly in all kinds of companies. 1604 
Evelyn Kal. Hart. (1729) 201 Flowers of that class should be 
discreetly prun'd, where they mat too thick. 1773 Johnson 
Tax. no Tyr. 79, I could wish it more discreetly uttered, 
1871 Morley Voltaire (1886) 7 He never counted truth a 
treasure to be discreetly hidden in a napkin. 1891 E. Pea- 
cock N. Brendon I. 32 Ellen remained discreetly silent. 

Discreetness (diskrrtnes). [f. as prec. + 
-ness.] The quality of being discreet ; discretion. 

1530 Palsgr. 214/1 Discretenesse, discretion. 1647 H. 
More Song of Soul vl, iii. in. lviii. (R.) Patience, discreet- 
tiesse, and benignitie These be the lovely play-mates of 
pure veritie. 1863 Kinglake Crimea II. 150 They had 
relied upon the mature judgment and the supposed dis- 
creetness of Lord Raglan.^ 1865 Lewes in Fortn. Rev. II. 
699 W e detect . . the sensitive discreetness of the style. 

fDiscree*ve, v. Ohs. rare. App. a form of 
Desorive, in its erroneous use (II 4 ) for descry , 
and so = To disclose, discover. 

a 1765 Ballad , 4 Sir Cawline * iii. in Child Ballads (1885) 
in. No. fit. 58/1 Nothing durst hee say To discreeue his 
councell to noe man. — ‘ Christopher White * ii . Ibid. iv. 
No. 108. 439/1 Loth I was her councell to discreene [?-eeue]. 

Discrepance (drskrzpans, diskrepans). [a. 
GF. discrepance (Godef.), ad. L. discrepdniia dis- 
cordance, dissimilarity, f. discrepare not to har- 
monize, to differ : see Discrepant.] 

1. The fact of being discrepant ; want of agree- 
ment or harmony; disagreement, difference. 

014*5 Wyntoun Cron. 11. x. '45, I fynd sic discrepance 
That I am noucht of sufficiance For to gare J>ame all 
accorde. 1460 Capgrave C/znw. 54 There was no discre- 
pauns in sentens, ne variauns in ' wordes. ■■ 1563-87 Foxe 
A. 4 M. (1596) 3/1 We . . will search out what discrepance 
is between therm 1640 R. Baillie Canterb, Self-convict. 

■ Postscr. 14 Betwixt us and our Prince there is no discre- 
pance. 1804 Edin. Rev. V. 66 The only instance of dis- 
crepance we have remarked. 1881 Nature XXIV. 387 
The authors are unable to discover the cause of this dis- 
qrepance. 

+ 2. Distinction, difference. Ohs. 

1531 Elyot Gov. n. iii, Ther hath bene euer a discrepance 
in vesture of youthe anci age, <*1555 Latimer Serm. & 
Rem. (1845) 337 There is a great disen p mce between 
certain knowledge and clear knowledge. 3572 Bossf.weix 
A rmorie 10 Almightie God . . euen in the heauens hathe 
made a discrepance of his heauenly Spirites, giuinge them 
seuerall names, as Ensignes of honour, c x6xe Chapman 
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Iliad xi, 442 The discrepance He made in death betwixt 
the hosts. 

f 3. Variation, change (of action). Ohs. rare. 
<3x560 A. Scott Poems (E.E.T.S.) 35 Continewance in 
Cupeidis dance, Bot discrepance, withowt reraeid. 

Discrepancy (diskre’pansi, drskrzpansi). [f. 
as prec. + -an cy.'J The quality of being discrepant ; 
want of agreement ; variance, difference, disagree- 
ment. 

1623 Cocker am, Discrepancie , disagreeing, difference. 
1625 Bp. Mountagu A pp. Caesar 147 There is., discrep- 
ancy of opinion among Divines both old and new. _ 1748 
J. G'Eodes Composition ofAntients 13 Who again is riot 
offended with discrepancy and discord? 1837 Whewell 
Hist. Induct. Sc. (1857) II. 186 Their discrepancy as to 
quantity was considerable. x868 Freeman Norm. Conq. 
<1876) II. App. 617 There is little or no discrepancy as to 
the facts. # . 

b. with a and pi. An instance of this ; a differ- 
ence, an inconsistency. 

1627-77 Feltham Resolves it. xlvii. (R.) It would be 
evinced from these two seeming discrepancies. X794PALEY 
hvid. 1. ix. § 6. (18171249 Eusebius .. wrote expressly upon 
the discrepancies observable in the Gospels. 1855 H. Spen- 
cer Princ. Psychol. (1872) I. iv. ii. 410 Discrepancies between 
thoughts and facts. 1875 Jowett Plato (ed. 2) IV. 515 
Some discrepancies may be observed between the mythology 
of the Politicus and the Timaeus. _ 

Discrepant (drskr/pant, diskre’pant), a. and 
sb. Also 6 discripant, diserepante. [ad. L. 
discrepant-em, pr. pple. of discrepare to differ, lit. 
to sound discordantly, f. Dis- 1 + crepdre to make 
a noise, creak.] A. adj. . 

1. Exhibiting difference, dissimilarity or want of 
harmony; different, discordant, inharmonious, in- 
consistent. Const._/hw/, T to. 

1534 St. Papers Hen. VIII, IV. xoo It were ferre dis- 
crepant from the Kinges honour to have the treaty of peax 
with Scotland concluded . . by Lieutenauntes. 1531 Elyot 
Gov. 1. xxv, Wherin he is moste discrepant from brute 
beastes. c 1555 Harpsfield Divorce Hen. VIII (1878) 236 
This marriage . . was much more discrepant to the said 
laws. 1678 Cudworth Intell. Syst. 478 The Vulgar The- 
ology of the Pagans . . was oftentimes very discrepant from 
the Natural and True Theology, a 1734 North Exam. 
iii. vii. §49 (1740) 539 The King’s Notions and his were 
very discrepant. 1846 Grote Greece 1. xviii. II. 11 A desire 
. . to blend together . . two discrepant legends. x866 Rogers 
Agric. Sf Prices I. xiii. 196 Since the price is so discrepant 
from that in the neighbourhood of Oxford. 

1 2. Apart or separate in space. Ohs. rare. 

1592 R. D. Hypnerotomachia 49b The Tilastrelles were 
discrepant fowre paces one from another, a 1649 Drumm. 
of Hawth. Poems Wks. (1711)13/1 Further discrepant 
than heaven and ground. 1818 Keats Endym. in, 343 
Sea-mew’s plaintive cry Plaining discrepant between sea 
and sky. 

T B. sb. One who disagrees ; a dissentient. Ohs. 
1647 Jer. Taylor Lib. Proph. vii. 141 None could have 
triumph’d so openly over all discrepants as this. Ibid. xvi. 
216 If . you persecute heretickes or discrepants, they unite 
themselves as to a common defence. 

Hence Biscrepantly adv., with discrepancy; in 
contrary ways. 

1603 Florio Montaigne in. ix. (1632) 562, I am. .precisely 
vowed . . to speake confusedly, to speak discrepantly. 

Biscrepate (di-skr/p^t), v. rare. [f. L. dis- 
crepdt ppl. stem of discrepare to differ : see prec.] 
tl. intr . To differ, be discrepant Ohs. rare. 

1623 in Cocker am [ printed Discrepitate], _ 1657 Tomlin- 
son Renan's Disp. 331 Some make three varieties .. which 
seem solely to discrepate in magnitude. 

2. a. trans. To distinguish, b. intr. To dis- 
criminate or make a distinction. 

1846 L. Hunt Stories Ital. Poets in Longf. Dante (Rtldg.) 
472 To discrepate Samson from Hercules. 1894 G. R. 
Mather Two great Scotsmen 2 It would be akin to sacri- 
lege for us to discrepate between the two brothers. 

Discrepation (diskr/jp^ 1 ^^. rare . [n. of 
action f. prec.] fa. Difference. Ohs. b. Dis- 
crimination. 

x6x6 R. C. Timed Whistle, etc. (1871) 151 Twixt his first 
coming and his latter one There will be found much dis- 
crepation. 1847 L. Hunt Men , Women . «§• B. II. i. 4 
Pope’s own discrepation of immorality from debauchery. 

Diseresa, -cresse, obs. var. Decrease. 
Discrested : see Dis- 7 ,a. 

Discrete (diskr? t), a. (sb.) Also 6 discreet, 
[ad. L. discret'us 4 separate, distinct pa. pple. of 
discemere to separate, divide. Discern ; cf. later 
s nse of ¥. discret, discrete 4 divided, separate ’. 

In the sense of cl. L. discretus , discrete was used by 
Trevisa (translating from L.), but app. was not in general 
use till late in 16th c. But in another sense, ‘discern- 
ing, prudent’ (derived through French), discrete discrete 
was well-known in popular use from the 14th c. ; this, even 
in late ME., was occasionally spdiv discreet t which spelling 
•was appropriated to it about the time that discrete in the 
L. sense began to be common ; so^ that thenceforth discrete 
and discreet were differentiated in spelling as well as in 
meaning : see Discreet, Before this, while discrete was the 
prevalent form for the later discreet, it is only rarely (see 
ip below! that discreet appears for the present discrete) 

A. adj. 

1. Separate, detached from others, individually 
distinct. Opposed to continuous. 

1398 Trevisa Barth. De P< R. xix. cxvi. (1495) 919 One 
is the begynnynge of alle thynges that is contynual and 
dyscrete. 1570 DfiE Math. Pref. 13 Of distinct and discrete 
Volts. 1594 HuuNnEViL Exerc. in. 1. xxxi. (ed. 7) 339 Of 
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which Arkes some are called continuall, and some discrete 
or divided. Ibid., That Arke is called discrete or broken, 
which doth not take his beginning from the first point of 
Aries. 1634 Peacham Gent L Exerc. iii. i37 # Raine or water 
being divided by the cold ayre, in the falling downe, into 
discreet parts. 1775 Harris Philos. Arrangem. (1841) 308 
The motion of all animals . . by being alternate, is of the 
discrete kind. 1851 Nichol Arckii. Heav. 47 Any tele- 
scope capable of resolving these various masses into discrete 
stars. 1883 A. Barratt Phys. Metempiric 59 To hold to- 
gether, and keep discrete, simultaneous phenomena, 
f /3. spelt discreet . 

1500 Spenser F. Q. ii. xii. 71 The waters fall with differ- 
ence discreet, Now soft, now loud, unto the wind did call. 

+ t>. Music. Applied to tones separated by 
fixed or obvious steps or intervals of pitch, as the 
notes of a piano; also to a movement of the voice 
from one pitch to another, as distinguished from a 
concrete movement or slide. Cf. Concrete i b. 

1864 Webster cites Rush. 

• c. Pathol Separate, not coalescent or confluent: 
applied to stains, spots, or pustules, when scattered 
separately from each other over a surface, as in 
discrete smallpox [F. variole discrete]. 

1854-67 C. A. Harris Did. Med. Terminol. 218. 1882 
Carpenter in 19 th Cent. Apr. 131 The discrete, ‘ distinct 
or ‘ benign ’ form being by no means a severe disease, even 
among the unvaccinated. 1893 Daily Lews 4 Mar. 5/4 
A woman . . whose children had been removed for discrete 

Sm d! V °Logic. Individually distinct, but not different 
in kind. 

1837-8 Sir W. Hamilton Logic xi. (x866) I. 209 In so far 
as Conspecies are considered to be different but not con- 
tradictory, they are properly called Discrete or Disjunct 
Notions. Ibid. xii. < 1860* I. 224 Notions co-ordmated in the 
quantity or whole of extension, .are only relatively different 
(or diverse); and in logical language are properly called 
Disjunct or Discrete Notions. 1864 Bowen Logic iv. 66. 

e. Discrete degrees : applied by Swedenborg to 
the various degrees or levels of spiritual existence, 
conceived as so distinct and separate froin each 
other, as to render it impossible for any subject to 
pass out of that one for which he is constituted. 

1788 tr. Swedenborgs Wisd. Angels 111. § 236 In every 
Man from his Birth there are three Degrees of Altitude, or 
discrete Degrees, one above or within another. 1856 
Grindon Life (1863) 319 Where things are differentiated by 
a discrete degree, the commencement of the new one is . . 
on a distinct and higher level. 

2. Consisting of distinct or individual parts; dis- 
continuous. _ . , ; 

Discrete quantity , quantity composed of distinct units, 
as the rational numoers ; number. Distinguished from w«* 
tinuous quantity^ magnitude.^ 

1570 Billingsley Euclid it. i. 62 Two contrary kynds of 
quantity, quantity discrete or number, and quantity con- 
tinual or magnitude. 1687 H. More Answ. Psychop. (1689) 
123 Inseperability, continued Amplitude, belongs to Spirits 
as well as discrete Quantity. 1785 Reid Ini. Powers in. 
iii. 311 Duration and extension are not discrete, but con- 
tinued quantity. Ibid. 342 Number is called discrete quan- 
tity, because it is compounded of units. 1837 9 Hallam 
Hist. Lit. II. viii. n. 322 note. They were dealing with 
continuous or geometrical, not merely with discrete or 
arithmetical quantity. 1876 H. Spencer Princ. Social 
(1877) I. 475 The parts of an animal form a concrete whole ; 
but the parts of a society form a whole that is discrete. 
1893 Forsyth Th. Functions ■584/f therebe no infinitesimal 
substitution, then the group is said to: be discontinuous , or 
discrete. 1893 Bareness & Morley Th. Functions 50 
To Hankel we owe the idea of a discrete mass of points. 

b. Belonging to, pertaining to, or dealing with, 
distinct or disconnected parts. 

Discrete proportion ~ Discontinued proportion. 

1660 R. Coke Justice Find. 23 All Geometrical propor- 
tion is either discrete, or continued. Discrete is, when the 
similitudo rationum is only between the 1. and the 2, and 
the 3. and 4. term. 1706 Phillips (ed. Kersey , Discrete 
or Disjunct Proportion. 1856 Dove Logic Chr. Faith 422 
note, Scepticism is discrete and proceeds in detail, 
f 3. Gram. & Logic. Of conjunctions : adversative. 
Of propositions : decretive. Applied also to the 
two members of such a proposition, separated by 
the adversative conjunction. Ohs. 

1628 T. Spencer Logick 237 That Axiome is discrete, 
that hath a discrete Coniunction for the band thereof. 
Ibid. 239 The coniunction which tyes the parts together, 
is called discrete : and in this place it imports no more but 
a thing that keepes two asunder, for the present, a 1638 
Mede A post, latter Times i. Wks. 1672 iii. 623 The Words 
..of my Text [Nevertheless, the Spirit, etc. 1 Tim. iv. ij 
depend upon the last of the former Chapter, as the second 
part of a Discrete proposition. 1654 Z. Coke Logick 
(1657) no A discrete sentence, is, which hath a discrete 
conjunction ; as, although, yet, notwithstanding, etc. 1064 
H. More Myst. Iniq. Apol. 538 [It will] run In this form of 
a Discrete Axiome, I will have you wait on me at such 
a meeting, though your cloaths be old or out of the mode. 

4. Meiaph. Not concrete ; detached from the 
material, abstract, 

1854 Fraser's Mag. L. 343 The mental march from con- 
crete or real notions to "discrete or abstract truths. 1862 
H. Spencer First Princ. (1870) 27 This formation of sym- 
bolic Conceptions, which: inevitably arises as we pass from 
small and concrete objects, to large and to discrete ones. 

; ■: B. sh. A separate part. 

1890 J. H. Stirling Gifford Led. xviii. 353 Break it up 
into an endless number of points .. an endless number of 
discretes. ^ ■ >: 

Discrete, early form of Discreet; 
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f Discre'te, w. Oh, [f. L. discret- ppl. stem 
of discemere to separate : see Discern.] trans. 
To divide into discrete or distinct parts ; to sepa- 
rate distinctly, dissever. 

1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud, Ep. 11. i. 55 The reason thereof 
is its continuity, as.. its body is left imporous and not dis- 
creted by atomical! terminations. 1656 Blount Glossogr,, 
Discreted, severed, parted, discerned. 1857-8 Sears A than, 
vii. 316 This essential dualism, discretes for ever the two 
worlds of spirit and matter. 

Discretely* (diskrrtli), adv. rare. [f. Discrete 
a. + -ly 2 ,] In a discrete manner ; separately. 

1706 Phillips (ed. Kersey), s.v. Discrete proportion, These 
Numbers are proportional ; but ’tis only discretely [mispr., 
directly] or disjunctly. 1737-51 Chambers Cycl. s. v. Dis- 
crete. 1872 Proctor Ess. A siren, xxvii. 338 The same 
telescope shows the stars projected discretely on a perfectly 
black background. 

Discreteness (diskrrtnes). [f. as prec. + 
-ness.] The quality of being discrete: a. Dis- 
continuity. b. The consisting of many individual 
parts. 

1862 H. Spencer First Princ. 1. ii, § 9 (1875) 29 When the 
size, complexity, or discreteness of the object conceived be- 
comes very great, only a small portion of its attributes can 
be thought of at once. 1877 E. Caird Philos . Kant 11. xvii. 
603 We bring together the two moments of unity and 
diversity.. continuity and discreteness. 1893 P. S. Moxon 
in Barrow World's^ Pari. Re tig. I. 467 The whole signifi- 
cance of man’s existence lies ultimately in its discreteness 
— in the evolution and persistence of the self-conscious ego. 
Discretion (diskrejbn). Forms : 4-6 discre- 
eion, 4- discretion ; also 4 diserescionn, dys- 
crecyun, -ioun, 4-5 discression(e, 4-6 -cre- 
tioune, 5 dis-, dyscrecioun, -yone, -youn, 
-crescion, -cressioun, -cretyown, 6 discrecyon, 
-tione, -creation, dyscreccion, -cretion. [a. 
OF. des- discrecion distinction, discernment (It. 
discrezione , Sp. discrecion j ad. L. discretidn-em 
separation, distinction, and later, discernment, n. 
of action from discemere (ppl. stem discrete) to 
separate, divide, Discern.] 

I. [From ancient Larin sense of discretion 

1. The action of separating or distinguishing, or 
condition of being distinguished or disjunct; sepa- 
ration, disjunction, distinction. 

This is perhaps the^ meaning in quot. 1340; otherwise this 
sense is found only since end of 16th c. : cf. Discrete. 

[c 1340 Hampole Prose Tr. 12 Thynkynge of heuen with 
discrecyone of all mene dedes.] 1590 R. Bruce Sermons , 
Without discretion of His substance fra His graces. 1607 
Topsell Serpents (1658) 747 It is some question among the 
learned, whether there be any discretion of sex. 1614, 
Jackson Creed in. 197 The same rule, .might. .serue for 
certaine discretion of true Prophets from false. 1677 Gale 
Crt. Gentiles II. iv. 82 AI the notions of Virtue or Sanctitie 
..import Discretion, Separation, Singularitie, Preeminence. 
1890 J. H. Stirling Gifford Lect.xv lii. 351 Time and space 
are a concrete, of which the one is the discretion and the 
other the continuity. 1892 E. Caird Ess. Lit. # Philos. 
II. 522_Mind is a pure self-determined unity, .which has^no 
discretion of parts or capacity of division or determination 
from without. 

II. [In late Latin sense of discretion 

1 2. The action of discerning or judging ; judge- 
ment ; decision, discrimination. Oh. (exc. as pass- 
ing into 4 , or the phrases in 5 .) 

CX374 Chaucer Boeth. in. pr. x. 93 Take now bus b e dis- 
cressioun \pamb. MS. descression] of j>Is questioun, quod 
she. c 1400 Lanfranc's Cirurg. 283 Sumtyme a man mai 
not 3eue a discrecioun of blood fro urine, c 1460 Fqrtescue 
Ah. fy Lim. Mon. xx, Considryng that they Iak it bi the 
discrecioun of ]>e kynges counseil, 1463 Bury Wills (Cam- 
den) 16 By the discrecion of my executours. 1547-8 Ordre 
of Commvnion 17 Twoo peces, at the least, or more by the 
discrecion of the minister. 1568 Mary Q. Scots in Ellis 
Orig. Lett. Ser. 1. II. 253 Y refer all to your discretion. 
1842 C. Whitehead R. Savage (1845) I. viii. 90 She put it 
to Myte’s discretion whether he would continue to harbour 
a young knave. 

1*3. The faculty of discerning ; discernment. Oh, 
1380 Lay Folks Cat eck. (Lamb. MS.) 620 Ofte ]x>u hast 
brokyn godys hestys sytthe [jou haddyst dyscrecioun of 
good and euyl ^ 1382 Wyclif i Cor. xii. 10 To another [is 
3ouun] discrescioun, or verrey knowynge, of spiritis. 1526 
Pilgr. Per f, (W. de W. 1531 > 123 b, The gyfte ... called dis- 
crecyon, or discern ynge of spirytes is but in fewe persones. 
1563 J. Davidson Confut. Kennedy in Wodr. Soc. Misc. 
(1844) I. 253 Discretione betwix the rycht understanding 
of thaim fra the wrang. 1651 Hobbes Leviath. 1. viii. 33 
The Discretion of times, places, and persons necessary to a 
good Fancy. 

4. Liberty or power of deciding, or of acting 
according to one’s own judgement or as one thinks 
fit ; uncontrolled power of disposal. 

*399 Polls o/Parlt. III. 451/2^ Mercy and grace of the 
Kyng as it longes to hym . . in his owene discretion. 1432 
Poston Lett. No. 18 I. 32 Where he shal have eny persone 
in his discrecion suspect of mysgovernance. 158X Pettie 
Guazzo's Civ. Cony. m. (1586) 153 Not to put himselfe to 
the discretion of his servants, for the ordering of his house. 
1693 Mem. Cut. Teckely m. 73 If Transil vania were left 10 
the Discretion of the Turks [etc.]. 1724 Swift Drapiers 
Lett., Let. to Harding 4 Aug., He leaves it to our discre- 
tion. 1780 Burke Econ. Reform Wks. III. 334 If a dis- 
cretion, wholly arbitrary* can be exercised over the civil list 
revenue . . the plan of reformation will still be left very im- 
perfect. 1812-16 J. Smith Panorama Sc. § Art I. 386 This 
practice . .leaves to the discretion of the workman the deter- 
mination of the very matter in which he is most apt to err. 
*849 Macaulay H ist. Eng. 1. 185 As to the form of worship, 
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a large discretion was left to the clergy. 1874 Morley 
Compromise (1886) 182 We may all write what we please, 
because it is in the discretion of the rest of the world whether 
they will hearken or not. 

b. Lem. The power of a court of justice, or 
person acting in a judicial capacity, to decide, 
within the limits allowed by positive rules of law, 
as to the punishment to be awarded or remedy to 
be applied, or in civil causes bow the costs shall 
be borne, and generally to regulate matters of pro- 
cedure and administration. 

In English-speaking countries a criminal judge dealing 
with offences not capital has generally a considerable dis- 
cretion as to the punishment. 

[1292 Britton 1. xvi, § 7 Et si autrefoix de mauveste soint 
atteyntz, adunc soit en la descrecioun des justices de juger j 
les a la mort, ou de fere couper le autre oraille.] 1467 Ordin. 
Worcester in Eng. Gilds (x8yo) 379 Vppon the peyne of xxs. 
or more, after the discression of the Bailey and Aldermen 
of the seid cite. *2x626 Bacon Max. <$- Uses Com . Law 
(1636) 21 The judges may set a fine upon him at their 
pleasure and discretions. 1890 Ld. Esher in Law Times 
Rep. LXIII. 734/2 The judge . . should not treat it as a 
matter within his discretion whether he will order the 
witness to answer or not. 1891 Law Rep. Weekly Notes 
72/2^ That the costs of references .. should be in the dis- 
cretion of the arbitrators. 1892 Sir E. E. Kay in Law 
Times Rep. LXVIL 151/2 It is a matter of discretion 
whether the judge should give that leave to defend, and 
if he does, what terms he will impose. 

5 . Phrases, a. At the discretion of \ according 
to the discernment or judgement of, according as 
(he) thinks fit or pleases; at discretion, at one’s 
own sense of fitness, mere good pleasure, or choice ; 
as one thinks fit, chooses, or pleases, b. To sur- 
render , yield, etc., at discretion , formerly to the 
enemy s discretion , on, upon discretion , i.e. to be 
disposed of as he thinks tit ; at his disposal, at his 
mercy ; unconditionally. 

1577 Hanmer A nc.EccL Hist. (1619) 389 Distribute them at 
thy discretion among the poore. 1630 R. Johnson's Kingd. 

<$• Comtnw. 525 Their office is to place and displace Church- 
men at discretion. 1700 S. L. tr. Fryke’s Voy. E. Ind. 218 
One Vessel of Beer . . free for any body to go to, and Drink 
at Discretion. Ibid. 294 This I leave the Reader to believe 
at Discretion. 1706 Phillips (ed. Kersey) s.v., To Live at 
Discretion (a Military Phrase) to have free Quarters. 1724 
De Foe Mem. Cavalier (1840) 189 We reckoned ourselves 
in an enemy's country, and had lived a little at large, or at 
discretion, jas it is called abroad. 1834 W. Ind. Sketch Bk. 
II, 4 Admitting at discretion as much light and air as may 
be agreeable. 1863 F it. A. Kemble Resid. in Georgia 43 
Power to inflict three dozen lashes at his own discretion. 

1548 Hall Ckron., Hen. VI, 85 All the garrison yelded 
them symply to his mercy and discrecion. 1628 Hobbes 
Thucyd. (1822) no Conceiving that they might have gotten 
the city to discretion. 1632 Massinger Maid of Hon. u. i. 
(Rtldg.) 191/1 He. .exacts, .the goods and lives Of all within 
the walls, and of all sexes, To be at his discretion. 1632 
J. Hayward tr. Biondis Eromena 151 [This] gave occasion 
to such as remained to yeeld themselves to the enemies dis- 
cretion. 1659 B. Harris ParivaVs Iron Age 224 General 
Wranghel . . took . . Paderborn at discretion. 1684 Lond. Gaz. 
No. 1953/3 They write from Duseldorp. .that Buda was Sur- 
rendred on discretion. 1691 Luttrell Brief R el. (1857) II. 
272 The garison surrendring upon discretion. 1702 Lond. 
Gaz. No. 3830/2 All the Country, .will lie at our Discretion. 
1732 Gent l, Instr. 154 (D.) If she stays to receive the attack, 
she is in danger of being at discretion. 1758 J ortin Erasm. 
I. 592 Roterdam was some days at the discretion of these 
rioters. 1878 Bosw, Smith Carthage 83 The inhabitants 
surrendered at discretion, but they had to undergo all the 
horrors of a place taken by storm. 

III. [Cf. Discreet.] 

0 . Ability to discern or distinguish what is right, 
befitting, or advisable, esp. as regards one’s own 
conduct or action ; the quality of being discreet ; 
discernment ; prudence, sagacity, circumspection, 
sound judgement. 

1303 R. Brunne Handl. Synne 10162 Dyscrecyun a ry^t 
wyt ys, On bofie partys ry3tly to ges. 1340 Ayenb. 155 Hit 
be-houej? hyealde rijtuolnesse and discrecion. _ c 1477 Pax- 
ton Jason 4 b, Thou art not yet pourueyed of discrecion for 
to gouerne thy Royaume, 1548 Hall Ckron., Hen. VI, 
97 b, Eche of them, shal as farfurth as their connynges 
and discreeions suffisen, : truly .. advise the kyng. 1556 
Shaics. i Hen. IV, v. iv. 121 The better part of Valour is 
Discretion. 1597-8 Bacon Ess., Discourse (Arb.) 20 Dis- 
cretion of Speech is more than Eloquence. 1682 Glanius 
Voy. Bengala 149 This King, .derided his discretion. 1720 
Swift Fates of Clergymen , Discretion, a species of lower 
prudence. 1796 Jane Austen Sense # Sens. (1849) 53 Do 
you not now begin to doubt the discretion of your own 
conduct? 1849 Ruskin Sev. Lamps iv. § 21. no That por- 
tion of temper and discretion which are necessary to the 
contemplation of beauty. 

b. Age of years of, discretion : the time of life 
at which a person is presumed to be capable of 
exercising discretion or prudence ; in Eng. Law 
the age of fourteen. 

1395 E. E. Wills 5 If Thomas here sone forsayd dyeth or 
he haue age of discrecioun. 1447 Bqkenham. Seyntys ( Roxb.) 
47 Whan she tokens of dyscrescyon Was comyn aftyr ther 
lawes guyse . . Wedded she was. 1545 Brinklow Compl. v. 
(1874)18 The partyes neuer fauor the one the other after 
thei come to discrecyon. 1574 tr. Littleton's Tenures 23 a, 
The age of discretion is saide the age of xiiii. yeares. 1605 
Rowlands Hells Broke Loose 24 Wee’le have no Babes to 
be Baptized, Vntill they come to yeeres of ripe discretion. 
1773 Goldsm. Stoops to Conq. 1. i. He ’s not come to years 
of discretion yet. 1848 Wharton Law Diet , 21/1 A male 
. . at fourteen is at years of discretion, so far at least that he 
, may enter into a binding marriage. 


DISCBETIVE. 

7 . Sc. Propriety of behaviour, esp. of female 
conduct, as opposed to lightness or coquetry ; 
civility, courtesy to a guest, etc. (Jam.) 

1782 [see Discreet a. 2]. 

f 8. An honorary title formerly frequently applied 
to bishops, and sometimes to noblemen (Du Cange). 
Cf. your worship, yottr honour. . 

1426 Surtees Misc. 1x89b) xo If it tyke vn to your wirship-^ 
full and wyse discrecion. 1523 Ld. Berners Froiss \ I.ccccix. 
712 Right dear and puissaunt lordes: to your right noble 
discressyons, please it you to known, that we haue receyued 
right amiably the letters to vs sent, a 1555 Latimer Sertn. 

Sr Rem. (1845) 296 Your discretion, therefore, will take this 
matter into consideration. 

*fb. A fanciful term for a * company 7 of priests. 

1486 Bk. St. Albans F vij a, A Discrecion of Prestis. 

t Biscre’tionable, a- Oh. rare. [f. prec. + 
-able.] Subject to or decided by discretion. 

1799 G. Smith Laboratory II. 437 Take a discretionable 
quantity of garlic. 

Discretional (diskre*Jonal) , a. [as prec. + -al.] 
1 . Of or pertaining to discretion ; discretionary. ;< 
1657 Burton's Diaty (1828) II. 168 There is a difference 
of opinion about those writs. Some will have them but dis- 
cretional. 1683 Hickes Case Inf. Bapt . 79 The Gospel in- 
dulging a discretional Latitude in both Cases, a 1775 
Burnet Own Time (1766) L 258 Without leaving any dis- 
cretional power with the king. 1770-4 A. Hunter Georg. 
Ess.(x%Qg\ 1 . 431 The discretional use of the plough, roller, 
and harrows, a 1859 De Quincey Wks. XIV. 176 Conversa- 
tion suffers from the want of some discretional power, lodged 
in an individual for controlling its movements. 
f 2 . Surrendered at discretion. Oh. 

1777 J. Wilkinson in Sparks Corr. Amer. Rev. (1853^ II'.’ 
14 We have made, during the Campaign, upwards of two 
thousand discretional prisoners. 
f 3 . Characterized by discretion ; discreet. Oh. 
1785 Mrs. A. M. Bennett Juvenile Indiscretions ■ (1786) 
IV. 148 Not yet arrived at that discretional time of life. 

DIscre*tionally, adv, [f, prec. + -ly -.] In 
a manner or degree decided by discretion ; at dis-! 
cretion. 

1754 Richardson Grandison (1781) VI. xviii. 87, X always 
mean to include my dear Lady L. . . Any-body else, but dis- 
cretionally. 1766 Entick London I. 437 The wealthier sort 
of people were assessed discretional ly by the commissioners. 
1837 De Quincey Revolt of Tartars Wks. 1862 IV. 11 8 
Setting aside discretionally whatsoever should arise to dis- 
turb his plots. 

Biscre tionarily, adv. [f. next + -ly 2 .] in 

a discretionary way ; at discretion. 

1683 Find. Case Green-Wax-Fines 3 Officers may dis- 
cretionarily tax, or add to the Suitors Costs. 1794 Nelson 
in Nicolas Disp. (1845) I. 436, I will discretionarily order 
them a little wine as an encouragement. 

Discretionary (diskre jbnari), a. [f. Discre- 
tion + -ary : cf. F. discretionnaire.\ 

1 . Pertaining to discretion ; left to or exercised 
at discretion ; limited or restrained only by discre- 
tion or judgement. 

1698 Atterbury Disc. Lady Cutis 24 Amongst all her 
discretionary Rules, the chief was to seem to have none., 
1726 Ayliffe Parcrgon (J.), It is discretionary in the bishop, 
to admit him to that order at what time he thinks fit. 174.x 

H. Walpole Lett. II. Mann (1834) I. xii. 34 He had dis- 
cretionary powers to act as he should judge proper. 1827 
Hallam Const. Hist. (1876) I. v. 234 The privy council in 
general arrogated to itself a power of discretionary imprison-; 
ment. 1863 H. Cox Instit 1. vii. 71 The reference to the 
House of Lords is entirely discretionary in the Crown. 

J 2 . Characterized by discretion ; discreet, Obs. 
17x2 Steele Sped. No. 402. y 2, I am never alone with my 
Mother, but she tells me Stories of the discretionary Part of 
the World. 1753 L. M. tr. Du Boscq's Accomplish'd Woman 

I, 28 All. .unprofitable without a discretionary Silence. ; 

3 . as adv. At discretion. 

1751 Eliza Hey wood Betsy Thoughtless III. 63 A small 
fortune, and that to be paid discretionary. 

Biscretive (diskrrtiv), a. and sb. [ad. L. dis- 
cretiv-us serving to distinguish. (Priscian), f. discret- 
ppl. stem of discemere to distinguish, divide, Dis- 
cern. Cf. OF. discretif (fjCa c. in Godef.).] 

A. adj. L = Disjunctive, a. Cram, and Logic. 
Discretive conjunction, proposition ', see quots. discretive 
distinction, a distinction expressing a difference in kind, as 
* not a plant, but an animal ’. Cf. Discrete a. 3. 

1588 Fraunce Lawlers Log. 11. v. 93 In absolute copulative 
and discretive axiomes, there is no inro0e<m, no condition 
at all. a 1602 W. Perkins Cases Consc. (1619) 240 The latter 
is coupled to the former by a discretiue coniunction. 1690 
Locke Hum. Und. m. vii. 5 But is a Particle, . .and he that 
says it is a discretive Conjunction, . . thinks he has suffi- 
ciently explain’d it. 1753 S. Shuckford Creation $ Fall 
Man 43 It is not here a discretive Particle, disjoining and 
distinguishing two Parts of one Period ; but it is illative. 
18x9 G. S. Faber Dispensations (1823) II. 389 The word 
only, as I have just observed, is no doubt discretive. 
1891 W elton Logic I. 11. i, 192 Discretive Propositions, 
where two affirmative propositions are connected by an, 
adversative conjunction. . /V. 

■ b, generally. 

1660 Stanley Hist. Philos. 1x^(1701) 432/2 He held that 
there are four Elements, Fire, Air, Water, Earth ; and two 
principal powers, Amity and Discord ; one unitive, the other 
discretive. 1836 I. Taylor Phys. Th. Another Life (1857) 
59 Mind allied to matter, .thus lives, .by its own discretive 
■ aCt. . . . V ; 

f 2 . Serving to distinguish or discriminate ; dis 1 - 
tinctive ; discrimirative ; diacritic. Obs. 

x6ox Deacon & Walker Spirits Divels To Rdr. 8 Not 
hauing vpon them some discretiue stampe or discerning cejn* 
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sure. <3131631 Donne Serni. Gen. i. 26 (1634)33 , 1 have a power 
to judge ; a judieiarie, a discretive power, a power to dis- 
cern between a natural! accident and a judgement of God. 
1669 Gale Crt. Gentiles 1. Lx. 51 A name is an instructive 
and discretive instrument of the essence. 1803 W. Taylor 
in Monthly Mag-. XIV. 487 Such sub-division is neither dis- 
cretive nor exhaustive. 1819 G. S. Faber Dispensations 
(1823) II. 388, note , Grounds on which the Socinians assume 
the title of rational Christians as a specifically discretive 
appellation, 

t B. sb. I. A disjunctive conjunction or proposi- 
tion. Obs. 

1612 Brinsley Pos, Paris (1669) 48 Discretives, by which 
the parts are lightly Severed, 1650 R. Hollingworth 
Exerc . Usurped Powers 19 Joyning them together with 
the copulative (and) and not using the discretive (or). 1634 
Z. Coke Logrck (1657) 119 To the truth of a discretive is 
required the truth of both parts. 1725 Watts Logic 11. ii. § 6 
All compound propositions, except copulatives and discre- 
tives, are properly denied or contradicted when the negation 
affects their conjunctive particles. 

+ 2. A discriminative phrase or concept. Ohs. 
1660 Z. Ckofton St, Peters Bonds abide 2 His universal 
discretive, * All Episcopacy 

Biscre’tively, adv. [f. prec. + -LY 2.] In a 
discretive manner ; disjunctively ; distinctively, 
<21638 Mede Daniel's Weeks Wks. (1672) in. 701 The 
particle yj (Nehem. xiii. 6) seems not to be taken rationally 
for [Quia\ but discretively for E& ^ (Sed, But). 211654 
Bp. J. Richardson Observ. O. Test. 237 (T.) The plural 
number being used discretively to note out and design one 
of many. 1836-7 Sir W. Hamilton Me tap h. xxxvii, (1870) 
II. 338 Reasoning is either from the whole to its parts ; or 
from all the parts, discretively, to the whole they constitute 
collectively. 

Discreitiveness. [f. as prec. + -ness.] The 
quality or power of discriminating or discerning. 

1844 G. S. Faber Eight Diss. Mighty Deliv. (1845) II. 344 
Even in a common writer of ordinary discretiveness. 

f Discri'be, v. Obs. nonce-wd. [f. L. di~, dis - 
(Dis- 6 ) 4 * scr there to write, alter proscribe, etc. : it 
does not in sense represent L. discribere to appor- 
tion (by writing).] trans. To undo by a writing. 

1647 'WtcRDSimp. Cobler (1843) 59 If a King, .will circum- 
scribe himself at Oxford, and proscribe or discribe his Par- 
liament at Westminster. 

Discrier, obs. form of Descrier. 

1580 Sidney Arcadia in. Wks. (1724) II. 792 The poor 
Shepherds, .who were the first discriers of these matters. 

t Discrrsninable, a. Obs. rare. [f. L. dis- 
crimind-re to Discriminate + -ble.] Capable of 
being discriminated. 

1730-6 in Bailey (folio). 1813 W. Taylor Eng.Synon. 
(1856) vii, Understanding and intellect are tending to . . dis- 
criminable meaning. 

Discriminal (diskrrminal), a. rare, [ad. L. 
discriminal-is serving to divide or separate, f. dis- 
crimen division, distinction: see -al.] Of the 
nature of a distinction or division. 

Discriminal line in Palmistry : see quot. 

1842 Brande Diet. Sc. etc. 224 [Chiromancy] The lines on 
the palm of the hand are divided into principal and inferior ; 
the former are five : the line of life . . the dragon’s tail, or 
discriminal line, between the hand and the arm. 

t Biscri'mmance. Obs. rare - 1 . [f. as next: 
see -ance.] = Discrimination. 

1647 H. More Song of Soul 11. ii. n. xxiv, They together 
blended are That nought we see with right discriminance. 

Biscri minancy. rare. [f. next : see -ancy.] 
The quality of being discriminant ; faculty of dis- 
criminating. 

a 1846 Penny Mag. is cited by Worcester. 
Discriminant (diskrrminant), a. and sb. [ad. 
L. discriminant-em, pr. pple. of discriminare to 
Discriminate : see -ant L] 

A. adj. 1. Discriminating ; showing discrimina- 
tion or discernment. 

1836 Fraser's Mag. XIV. 411 Taylor’s notes are not all so 
discriminant as this. 1866 J. H. Newman Gerontius (1874) 
334 With a sense so apprehensive and discriminant. 

2. Maih. Implying equal roots or a node (cf. 
B). Discriminant relation , a one-fold relation 
between parameters determining a nodal point. 

B. sb. Math. The eliminant of the n first de- 
rived functions of a homogeneous function of n 
variables. 

Introduced in 1852 by Sylvester for determinant, which is 
still found occasionally (H. T. Gerrans). 

1852 Sylvester in Camb. fy Dubl. Math. Jml VI. 52. 
1876 Salmon Mod . Higher A Ig. (ed. 3) § 109 The discrimin- 
ant is equal to the product of the squares of all the differ- 
ences of the differences of any two roots of the equation. 

Biscriminamtal, a. Math. [f. prec. + -al.] 
Relating to a discriminant. 

Discriminantal index of a singular point of a curve, the 
number of intersections of the polar of an arbitrary point 
with the curve at the given point Total discriminantal 
index of a curve, the sum of the discriminantal indices of 
all its singular points. 

, *875 Smith Higher Singularities Plane Curves in Proc. 
Land. Math. Soc. VI. 154. 

Discriminate (diskrrmin/t), a. [ad. L. dis- 
criminates divided, separated, distinguished, pa. 
pple. of discriminare : see next.] 

1. Distinct, distinguished, discriminated, arch. 
1626 Bacon Sylva § 875 It is certaine that Oysters and 
Cockles, and Mussles . . haue no discriminate Sex. 1805 
W. Taylor in Monthly Mag. XIX. 657 The characters of 
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the savages are well-drawn ; they are more discriminate and 
various than those of the Europeans.. 2887 E, Johnson 
Antigua Mater 69 A Hellenistic ecclesiastical as discrimin- 
ate from a sy.nagogal literature and life. 

2. Marked by discrimination or discernment; 
making careful or exact distinctions : opp. to in- 
discriminate. 

1798 Malthus Popul. (1817) III. 289. The best . . mode in 
which occasional and discriminate assistance can be given. 
Ibid. (1878)479 Much may be done by discriminate charity. 
1834 Foster in Life $ Corr. 11846) II- 250 Discriminate 
perception. 1895 Westm. Gaz . 20 Mar. 2/1 The discriminate 
ascetic is the true hedonist. 

Hence Biscri'minately adv., with discrimina- 
tion ; Piscrrminateness, the quality of having 
discrimination, 

17Z7 Bailey vo. 1 . II, Discriminateness, distingulshingness. 
1779-81 Johnson L. P., Shenstone, His conception of an 
Elegy he has in his Preface very judiciously ana discrimin- 
ately explained. 2884 Bookseller Sept. 909/2 Discriminately 
he purchased everything that came in his way. 

Discriminate (diskrrmin^t), v. [f. L. dis- 
crimindt- ppl. stem of discriminare to divide, 
separate, distinguish, f. dis crimen, -erhnin- divi- 
sion, distinction, f. stem of discemere to distin- 
guish, Discern. (Cf. Crime.)] 

1. trans. To make or constitute a difference in or 
between ; to distinguish, differentiate. 

2628 Prynne Lave-lockes Who poll one side of their 
heads— of purpose to discriminate themselues from others. 
2 666 Boyle Grig. Formes Qnal. , .Such slight differences 
as those that discriminate these Bodies. 2774 Warton Hist . 
Eng, Poetry (2775) I. Diss. 1. 65 No peculiarity . . more 
strongly discriminates the manners of the Greeks and 
Romans from those of modern times., a 1871 Grote Eth. 
Fragin. iii. (1876) 59 Capacities which discriminate one 
individual from another. 

2. To distinguish with the mind or intellect ; to 
perceive, observe, or note the difference in or be- 
tween. 

1665 Hooke Microgr. 66 The surfaces . . being so neer to- 
gether, that the eye cannot discriminate them from one. 
212677 Barrow Wks. (1687) I. xx. 283 We take upon us. .to 
discriminate the goats from the. sheep. 2836 J. Gilbert 
Chr. Atonem. ^(2852) 239 It is in the nature of the reward 
sought . . that we discriminate a mean from a noble trans- 
action. 2891 F. Hall in Nation (N.Y.) LII. 244/1 How is 
one., to discriminate the teachings of Dr. Trench’s reviser 
from those of Dr. Trench himself ? 

3. intr. or absol. To make a distinction ; to per- 
ceive or note the difference between things) ; to 
exercise discernment. 

2774 J. Bryant Mythol. II. 523 The purport of the term, 
whicn discriminates, may not be easy to be deciphered. 
2857 Buckle Civiliz. I. vii. 321 It is by reason, and not by 
faith, that we must discriminate in religious matters. 1876 
Green Stray Stud. 26 He would discriminate between tem- 
porary and chronic distress. 

b. 7'o discriminate against : to make an adverse 
distinction with regard to ; to distinguish unfavour- 
ably from others. With indirect pass. 

2880 Mark Twain (Clemens) Tramp Abr. II. 153, I did 
not propose to be discriminated against on account of my 
nationality. 1885 Pall Mall. G. 24 Feb. 8/1 The action of 
the German Government in discriminating against certain 
imports from the United States. 2886 Ibid* 1.9 July 3/2 If 
the police, as the Socialists declare, discriminate against 
them on account of their opinions. 

Hence Discriminated///. a.> distinguished from 
others ; perceived as distinct. 

2783 J. Young Crit. Gray's Elegy (1810) 49 The dis- 
criminated catalogue of the dead. 2848 R. I. Wilberforce 
Incarnation v. (1852) 137 The two titles [Father, and Son] 
imply a real co-existence of discriminated Persons. 

Discriminating, ppl* a. [f. prec. + -ing 2 .] 

1. That discriminates (sensei); distinguishing, 
making or constituting a distinction, or affording 
a ground for distinction. 

1647 Trapp Comm. Epistles 102 In these shedding and 
discriminating times. .21677 Hale True Relig. hi. (1684) 
38 Each Party espousing some odd Discriminating Habits. 
2797 M. Baillie Morb. Anat. (1807)81 The discriminating 
mark of this disease. 1838 Tupper Prov, Philos., Gifts 228 
A discriminating test Separating honesty from falsehood. 

2. That discriminates (sense 2 ) ; that perceives 
or notes distinctions with accuracy; possessing 
discrimination or discernment. 

2792 Mary Wollstonecr. Rights Wow. m. 102 The dis- 
criminating outline of a caricature. 1794 Sullivan View 
Nat. I. 17 A sound and discriminating judgment. 2849 
Macaulay Hist. Eng. 1. 272 No man observed the varieties 
of character with a more discriminating eye, 

3. Discriminating duty or rate : one that varies 
in amount according to the country or place whence 
the merchandise is imported or carried, or accord- 
ing to the pei sons rated; a differential duty or 
rate. 

1845-52 McCulloch Taxation 11. v. 2x8 The 7 & 8 Victoria 
...reduced the duty on foreign sugar, .leaving a discriminat- 
ing duty of iq s. 6d. a cwt. in favour of our own sugars. 
1870 Daily News 16 Apr., Is it not absurd to revive a dis- 
tinguishing rate, preferential and discriminating, in favour 
of one class of dealers and against another ? 

4. Math. Discriminating circle, in the Theory 
of Functions with essential singularities, the circle 
on which all the singularities of another connected 
function lie. [ « Ger. Grenzkreis . ] Discriminat- 
ing cubic , a cubic equation whose rpots are the 


DISCRIMINATIVE, 

reciprocal of the principal radii vectores of a quadric 
surface referred to its centre. 

1874 Salmon Geom. three Dimensions (ed. 3) 58 If two 
roots of the discriminating cubic vanish, the equation ... 
represents a cylinder whose base is a . parabola. 2893 
Forsyth Th. Functions vi. § 71. m To divide the plane of 
the modified variable £ into two portions , . The boundary. . 
is a circle of finite radius, called, the discriminating circle of 
the function ..All the singularities (and the branch-points, if 
any; lie on the discriminating circle. 

Hence Discriminatingly adv., in a discrimin- 
ating way, with discrimination. 

2855 Bain Senses Int. in. i. § 65 The ear must be dis- 
criminatingly sensitive to pitch, and to the harmonies and 
discords of differen t pitches. 1856 Kingsley Misc., Fronde's 
Hist Eng. II. 47 It is written as history should be, dis- 
criminatingly, patiently, and yet lovingly and genially. 

Discrimination (diskrirain^-Jbn). [ad. L. 
discrimindtidn-em , n. of action from discriminare 
to Discriminate.] 

1. The action of discriminating ; the perceiving, 
noting, or making a distinction or difference be- 
tween things ; a distinction (made with the mind, 
or in action). 

2648 Eikon Bos. xxvii. (1824) 265 Take heed of abetting 
any factions, of applying to any publigue discriminations in 
matters of religion, contrary to what Is, in your judgement, 
and the Church well setled. 2678 Phillips, Discrimination 
a putting a difference between one. thing and another. In 
Rhetorick it is the same figure with Paradiastole . 2705 

Stanhope Paraphr. I. 24 A perfect Discrimination shall 
then be made between the Good and Bad. 1864 Bowen 
Logic i. 4 A conscious discrimination of those respects in 
which it is similar to others from those in which it is unlike 
them. 1889 Spectator 9 Nov.., Life is a constant series of 
discriminations between what it is well to attempt and what 
it is not well to attempt. 

b. passively. The fact or condition of being dis- 
criminated or distinguished. ? Obs. 

<22699 Stillingfl. (J.), There is a reverence to be showed 
them on account of their discrimination from other places, 
and separation for sacred uses. 1791-2823 Disraeli Cur » 
Lit., Mast. Ceremon,, Precedence, and other honorary 
discriminations, establish the useful distinctions of ranks. 

2. Something that discriminates or distinguishes ; 
a distinction, difference (existing in or between 
things) ; a distinguishing mark or characteristic. 
Now rare or Obs. 

2646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. m. xxiii. 166 [These] are 
discriminations very materiall, and plainly declare,, that 
under the same name Authors describe not the same animall. 
2759 Johnson Rasselas xxviii. (1787) 79 Where we see. .the 
whole at once, we readily note the discriminations. 2807 G. 
Chalmers Caledonia I. 1. i. 2 To that event the various 
tribes owe their discrimination and their origin. 

3. The faculty of discriminating ; the power of 
observing differences accurately, or of making exact 
distinctions; discernment. 

2814 Scott Wav. xxiii. His character was touched with 
yet more discrimination by Flora. 2838 Dickens Nick. 
Nick, xviii. It does, .credit to your discrimination that you 
should have found such a very excellent young woman. 
2866 Geo. Eliot F. Holt II. xvi. 15 It was essential . . that 
his waistcoat should imply much discrimination. 

f 4. « Recrimination. Obs. rare. 

<22670 Hacicet A bp. Willi aim 1. (1692) 16 (D.), Reproaches 
and all sorts of unkind discriminations. 1684 Baxter in 
Hale's True Relig. Introd. Ab, Schisms and Factions, and 
Personal Animosities, discriminations, Censoriousness. 

Hence Discrimina'tioaial a., of or pertaining to 
discrimination ; in Palmistry = Discriminal. 

1879 R. A. Campbell Philosophic Chiromancy 267 The 
Wrist Lines , also known as the Rascette and Discrimina- 
tional lines, separate the hand from the arm by a single, 
double, or triple transcursion at the wrist. 

Discriminative (diskri-min/tiv), a. [f. L. 
ppl. stem discriminat- : see -IVE.] Tending to 
discriminate ; characterized by discriminating. 

1. Serving to discriminate or distinguish ; consti- 
tuting a distinction ; distinctive, distinguishing. 

a 1677 Hale True Relig. 1. (1684) 11 This is made the 
discriminative Mark of a True Christian. . 2779-82 Johnson 
L. P.y Dryden Wks. II. 414 The discriminative excellence 
of Homer is elevation and comprehension of thought. 1848 
Johnston in Proc. Berw. Nat Club II, No. 6. 307, I must 
impose upon ours a name and discriminative mark. 

2. Having the quality or character of observing 
or making distinctions with accuracy; marked by 
or showing discrimination ; discerning. (Of per- 
sons, their faculties, actions, utterances, etc.) 

a 1638 Mede Disc. Matt vi. 9 Wks. (1672) 1. 8 After the 
same manner were the Holy Oyntment and the Holy 
Perfume or Incense to be sanctified by a discriminative, 
singular, appropriate usance of them. 2653 H.. More 
Antid. Aih. 11. ix. (1712) 66 Discriminative Providence, 
that knew afore the nature and course of all things. 2865 
Foster Ess. iv. i. 101 A more discriminative censure. 2865 
Mill Exam. Hamilton 222 Mr. Bain recognises two . . 
modes of discriminative sensibility in the muscular sense. 

b. trans/. t^Of, or in reference to, things.) 

2826 Southey in Q. Rev. XXXIV. 317 Bombs and rockets 
are not discriminative. 1882 Eng. Mechanic 27 May 277 /3 
The . . well-known discriminative ^ower possessed by bi- 
chromatised gelatine of absorbing printers’ ink in accordance 
with the action of the light upon it, 

c. ^Discriminating ppl. a. 3 ; differential. 

2872 Yeats Growth Comm. 232 [They] sealed their ports 
against fresh comers by heavy discriminative duties. 

Hence Discri*minatively adv., in a discrimina- 
tive manner, with discrimination. 
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DISOBIMXETATOB. 


BISCUBSIVE. 


a 1638 Mede Disc. Matt. vi. 9 Wks. (1672) 1. 14 When the 
same are worthily and discriminatively used, 1797-1803 
Foster in Life ty Corr. (1846) I. 206 Some one said that 
women remarked characters more discriminatively. 1862 
F. Hall Hindu Philos. Syst. 45 Certitude is the distin- 
guishing property of intellect . . and to cognize discrimina- 

tively, that of mind. , 

Discriminator, [a. L. discriminator (Ter- 
tull-)> agent-n. from discrimindre to Discriminate.] 
One who discriminates. 

1828 Colebrooke in Trans. R. Asiat. Soc. (1830) II.. 183 
He [the judge] discriminates, and is, consequently, the dis- 
criminator (vivdca). 

Discri minatory, a. rare. [f. L. type *dis- 
cnmindtori-us , f. discriminator : see prec, and 
-ory.] = Discriminative. 

1828 W. Field Mem. Dr. Parr II. 414 Proofs of a pure 
taste and a discriminatory judgment. 1892 Columbus 
(Ohio) Dispatch 1 Mar., The Government still hoped for 
discriminatory rights with Great Britain. 

Discri'minoid. Math. [f. after Discrimin- 
ant: see -oid.] A function of which the van- 
ishing expresses the equality of all the integrating 
factors of a differential equation. Hence Bis- 
criminoi*dal a. 

1879 Sir J. Cockle in Proc. Lond. Math. Soc. X. m It 
will be found convenient to give a name to the functions 
Q and Q2. Let us call them discriminoids. Ibid., This first 
species of discriminoidal solution. 

t Discri'minous, a. Obs. rare. ' [ad. late L. 
discriminos-us decisive, critical, f. discrhnen: see 
Discriminate v. and-ous .1 Critical, hazardous. 

1666 G. Harvey Morb. Angl. (J.), Any kind of spitring of 
blood imports a very discriminous state. Ibid. xvii. 195 
Consumptives, though their case appears not with so dis- 
criminous an aspect. 1727 Bailey vol. II, Discriminous , 
full of Jeopardy. 

Hence Biscri-minonsness. 

1731 in Bailey vol. II. 

Discrip tion, Discrive, obs. ff. Description, 
Descrive. 

Discrown (diskrairn), v. [f. Dis- 6 + Crown 
v. or Dis- 7 + Crown sb . : cf. OF. descoroner (12th 
c. in Hatz.-Darm.) ; also Decrown.] irons. To 
deprive of a crown, take the crown from; spec, to 
deprive of royal dignity, to depose ; transf. and Jig. 
to deprive of supremacy, dignity, or adornment. 

1586 Warner Alb. Eng. hi. xvi. (R.) The one restored .. 
The other .. Dis-crowned. 1612-5 Bp. Hall Contempt ., 
N. T. iv. xxxi. He discrownes not the body, who crowns 
the soule. 1803 W. Taylor in Monthly Mag XIV. 54 On 
the shorn hair discrown’d of bridal flow’rs, Weeping lies 
scorn’d and trampled Liberty. 1863 Kinglakb Crimea 
(1876)1. xiv. 301 To crown or discrown its Monarchs. 1871 
Morley Voltaire <1886) 13 Discrowning sovereign reason, 
to be the serving drudge of superstition or social usage. 

Hence Discrowned, ppl. a deprived of the 
crown; Discrowning vbl. sb. 

1837 Carlyle Fr. Rev. (1871) III. iv. vii. 167 A worn dis- 
crowned Widow. 1866 Pall Mall G. No. 510. 966/1 The 
successive contemporary discrownings. 1878 Bosw. Smith 
Carthage 353 The discrowned queen of the seas. 

t Discru’ciament. Obs. rare. [f. L. discru- 
cid-re to torture + -MENT ; cf. excruciament (also 
in Nashe). (L. had crucidmentum from crucidrej\ 
Torment, torture. 

1593 Nashe Christ's T. (1613) 181 What then is it, toliue 
in threescore rimes more grinding discruciament of dying? 
*623 Cockeram 11, Endlesse Paine, discrutiament. 

t Discrtrciate, v. Obs. [f. discruciat-, ppl. 
stem of L. discrucidre, f. Dis- 5 + crucidre to tor- 
ture, rack, torment, f. crux , cruc-em Cross.] 

1 . trails. To torment, torture, excruciate. 

x6oo Abp. Abbot Exp. Jonah 484 The conscience of the 
transgressing sinner . . doth use to discruciate the person 
affected. 1633 Bp* Hall Hard Texts 253 To discruciate 
and rack his thoughts with an insatiable desire of what he 
hath not. x66o Sharrock Vegetables 149, I mean that we 
puzzle not ourselves over-much nor discruciate our spirits 
to..resolve what are the causes. 

2 . nonce-use. To puzzle out, unravel, solve (a 
( crux’ or riddle : cf. Crux 3). 

a 1745 Swift To Sheridan Wks. 1745 VIII. 206 Pray dis- 
cruciate what follows. 

Hence t Biscruxiating ppl, a tormenting; 
also f Biscrucia*tion, torture, torment, anguish. 

1631 R. H. A rraignm. Whole Creature xi. § 2. too They 
produce anxiety, griefe, vexation, anguish, discrutiation 
and discontent. 1666 Bp. of Norwich Serin, in Westm. 
Abb. 7 Nov. 30 Discruciating Fears .. impatient^ Hopes. 
1788 Trifier xxv. 323 It dimoves every discruciating pain 
from the stomach. 

t Discrut’ator. Ohs. rare- 1 , [f. di-, Dis- 5 
+ Scrutator.] ? A caviller or searcher for ob- 
jections. 

a 1626 W. Sclater Serm. Exper. (1638) 109 It signifies the 
Discrutatour, or Disputer, against the promise. 

Dispry(e, -cryghe, obs. ff. Descry v\ and 2 . 
t Discuba'tion. Obs. rare — 1 , [ad. assumed 
L. type *discubatio , n. of action f. *discubdre , f. 
dis - (Dis-) + cubare to recline. The actual L.word 
was discubitio from discumbere ; but the parallel 
forms cubatio , accubdtio , occur in L. : cf. Cubation, 
Accubation.] Reclining at meals. 

1<S 35 " 5 <S Cowley Davideis 1. Notes § 52 What was the 
fashion in Samuel’s time, is not certain; it is probable 
enough . . that Discubation was then in practice. 


i Biscu-Mtoiyya. Obs rare “V [ad. L. type 
*discubitdH-us , t discubit -, ppl. stem of discumbere 
see Disoumb and -ory.] Adapted for reclining. 

1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. v. vi. 241 Custome by 
degrees changed their cubiculary beds into discubitory. 

t Discu'bittire. Obs . rare. [ad. L. type *dis- 
cubitura , f. discubit -, ppl. stem of discumbere ; see 
prec. and -URE.] The posture of reclining. 

a 1655 Vines Lords Supp. (1677) 113 The gesture, which 
was discubiture or lying on couch-beds. Ibid. 154. 

*t* DiscnTp, v. Obs . rare — K [ad. med.L. dis- 
culpa-re (Du Cange), f. Dis- 4 + culpdre to blame, 
culpa fault.] irans. — Disculpate. 

1738 Warburton Div. Legat. I.294 He himself disculps 
them. 

Disculpate (disksrlp^t), v. [f. disculpdt - 
ppl. stem of med.L. disculpare : see prec.] traits. 
To clear from blame or accusation ; to^ exculpate. 

1693 W. Bates Serm. vii. 249 [Satan's] prevailing Tempta- 
tions do not disculpate Sinners that yield to them, a 1734 
North Lives I. 40 Being faithful and just, with the testi- 
mony of things to disculpate him. _ 1768 H. Walpole Hist. 
Doubts 122 Theauthors of the Chronicle pf Croyland . . charge 
him directly with none of the crimes, since imputed to him, 
and disculpate him of others. 2880 Vern. Lee Stud. Italy 
iv. iv. 173 The hero accused of regicide . . and unable to 
disculpate himself. 2888 H. C. Lea Hist. Inquisition I. 
43 note, Disculpating himself to Eugenius IV from an accu- 
sation of doubting the papal power. 

Disculpation (disktflp^’Jbn). [n. of action 
from med.L. disculpare to Disculpate.] The 
action of clearing from blame ; exculpation. 

1760-97 H. Walpole Mem. Geo. //(1847) III. x. 252 This 
dissipation under the hand of a Secretary of State was 
remarkable. 1770 Burke Pres. Discont. Wks. 1837 L 150 
A plan of apology and disculpation. 1891 W. M. Rossetti 
Shelley's Adonais 9 note , Arguments, .tending to Harriet's 
disculpation . 

BiscuTpatory, a. rare — 0 . [f. disculpat- 
ppl. stem of med.L. disculpare : see prec. and -ORY.] 
Tending to disculpate. 

1847 i n Craig : and in later Diets, 
f Discn*mTb, v. Obs. rare. [ad. L. discumb- ere 
to lie down, recline, f. Dis- 1 4- -cumbere to liedown : 
cf. Cumbent ] intr. To recline (at table). Hence 
Discu-mbing vbl. sb. and ppl. a. 

1683 J. Evans Kneeling at Sacrament 1. 21 At the begin- 
ning of the Paschal Feast the Jews did put themselves 
into this Discumbing or Leaning posture . . while they Eat 
and Drank the two first Cups of Wine. 1684 Vind. Case 
Indiff. Things 38 The posture of discumbing. 1699 T. 
Bennet Dissenters’ Pleas (1711) 170 Some convenient pos- 
ture, such as kneeling, sitting, discumbing, standing. 

+ Disctrmbence. Obs. rare. — °. [f. as next 
+ -ENCE.] —next. 

1656 in Blount Glossogr. 

t Discu*mbency. Obs. [f. Discumbent, after 
L. type *discumbentia : see -ency.] Discumbent 
condition; the reclining posture at meals. 

1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. v. vi. 243 This discum- 
bency at meales was in use in the days of our Saviour. 
1682-3 Case Indiff. 'Things xi The Jews., did eat in 
the posture of discumbency. 1737 Stackhouse Hist. Bible , 
N.T. (1765) II. viii. iv. 149 note. They used this posture 
of discumbency and especially at the pascal supper. 

+ Discumbent, a. and sb. Obs. Also 6 dis- 
com-. [ad. L. discumbent-em , pr. pple. of discum- 
bere ; see Discumb.] A. adj. Reclining. 

17x5 I. Mather Several Serm. in. 95 The Jews . . sat at 
their Tables in a discumbent posture. 1756 C. Lucas Ess. 
Waters 1 . 197 Bathing is best administered in a discumbent 
posture. 

B. sb. 

1 . One who reclines at table ; a guest at a feast. 
1562 Bulleyn Use Sickmen 73 b, He cast doune al the 

meate from the horde, fallyng out with all the discombentes. 
1614 T. Adams Devils Banquet 135 A beastiall Banket ; 
wherein either man is the Symposiast, and the Deuill the 
discumbent ; or Sathan the Feastmaker, and man the Guest. 

2 . One confined to bed by sickness ; = Decum- 
bent sb. 

1765 Gale in Phil. Trans. LV. 193 a. d. 1721 The dis- 
cumb ents were 5,989, whereof 844 died. Ibid. 194 The^ dis- 
cum bents were estimated at 4,000, whereof about 500 died. 

Discumb er (diskarmbai), v. [f. Bis- 6 -f* 
Cumberz/. Gf. OF .descombrer, mod.F. dkombrerl\ 
1 . trans. To relieve ; to disencumber. 

1725 Pope Odyss. v. 474 The chief. . His limbs discumbers 
of the clinging vest. 1806 J . Grahame Birds Scot. 17 Her 

S , Soon as discumbered of the fragile shell Run lively 
their dam. 2873 Helps Anim. fy M. vi. (1875) 149 
Discumbering our minds of what we have crammed up for 
the occasion. 

2 . To put away or get rid of, as an encumbrance. 
(But in the quot. app. a misreading.) 

. . Chaucer’s Pars. T. P816 (ed. Tyrwhitt) The vengeance 
of avoutrie is awarded to the peine of helle, but if so be 
that it be discombered by penitence. [Early MSS. and 
edd. destourbed, disturberid, distorbled, destroubled.] 
f Discu*mbitory, a. Obs. rare— 1 . A non- 
etymological by-form of Discubitory, influenced 
by the L. present stem discumb 
1715 tr. Pancirollus ’ Rerum Mem . I. iv. x. 186 Those 
discumbitory Couches, upon which they loll'd when at their 
Repast. 

f Discu'mbiture. Obs. rare. A non-etymo- 
logical by-form of Discubiture; see prec. 


X684 Vind. Case Indiff. Things 39 It was required that 
discumbiture should be used in all Religious^ Feasts. 2696 
J. Edwards Demonstr. Exist. God n. 82 This is a soft bed 
of itself, and makes discumbiture a delightful posture, 
f Biseu-mbrance. [Dis- 5.]^ = Cumbkance. 
c 1450 Merlin 51 1 At foure yours thei haue hem perced 
thourgh with-oute eny other discombraunce. 

Discumfit, Diseumfort, obs. ff. Discomfit, 
Discomfort. 

t Discu’r, discu*rre, V. Obs. [ad. L. discurr - 
ere to run to and fro, f. Dis- 1 + currere to run.] 

1 . intr. To run about. 

c 1550 Disc. Common Weal. Eng. (1893) 25 We be not so 
agill and light as . . birdes of the ayere be, that we might 
discurre from one place to an other. 

2. trails. To run over or through. 

1586 B, Young Guazzo’s Civ. Conv. iv. 206 b, Mans minde 
. . in moment of a rime it djscurres all things. 1598 — 
Diana Pref.,The delight . .in discurring most of those townes 
and places in it with a pleasant recordation of my pen. 
Discure, obs. form of Discover v. 
t Discu*red, ppl- a. Obs. [f. Dis- 7 a + Cure 
• sA* 4.] Without cure of souls : see Cure sbF 4. 

1604 Tooker P'abrique Ch. 92, I . . maintaine it more law- 
full .. to hold two Benefices with cure of soules then two 
discured or impropriated livings. 

t Discirrrent, a- 1 Obs . rare. [f. Dis- 10 + 
Current al\ Not current or in circulation. 

1599 Sandys Europce Spec. (1632) 122 To make discurrent 
.. those very books .. in such wise as not to suffer them 
to be commonly salable. Ibid. 129 Whose bookes being 
discurrent in all Catholike Countries. 

f Discirrrent, Obs. rare. [ad. L. dis- 
current-em , pr. pple. of discurr -ere : see Discur z/.J 
Running hither and thither. 

1656 Blount Glossogr., Discurrent , that wanders or runs 
hither and thither. 17x0 M. Henry Comm., Dan.xil. 4 (1848) 
992 They shall * run to and fro ’ to inquire out copies of it . . 
discurrent, they shall discourse of it. 

Diseurrour, obs. form of Discoverer. 
t Biseursa*tion« Obs. [ad, L. discursdtion - 
em, n. of action f. discursare , freq. of discurrere ; 
see Discur.] 

1 . A running hither and thither, or from place to 
place. 

1652 Gaule Magastrom . 55 Making long discursations, 
to learn strange tongues. 

2 . A passing from one subject to another. 

X647 Trapp Comm. Matt. vi. 6 That being sequestered 
from company, we may . . be the freer from . . discursation 
and wandering of mind. 

Discxrrsative, a. rare. [f. L. discursat- ppl. 
stem of discursare : see prec. and -ive.] Passing 
from one object of thought to another ; discursive. 
Hence Biscwrsativeness. 

x8xg P. Morris inBlackw. Mag. VI. 3x1 The Discursarive 
Sentiment, draws off the imitative principle, and transfers 
it from one object to another, so as to keep it revolving. 
Ibid., That sort of Discursativeness which relates to space. 
Ibid., The curiosity generated from Discursativeness has 
a spring of motion within itself. 

f Discourse* Obs. [ad. L. discurs-us a running 
to and fro or away, f. discur s-, ppl. stem of discur- 
rere : see next.] Onward course ; — Discourse 
sb. 1. 

1555 H. Pendilton in Bonner Homilies 35 By contynuall 
discur.se of tyrne euery one hath deliuered the fayth. 

Discursion (disk^ujon). rare. Also 6 dis- 
corsioun. [ad. L. discur sion-em, n. of action from 
discurrere to run to and fro ; see Discur.] 
f 1 . The action of running or moving to and fro. 
1535 Stewart Cron. Scot. III. 404 Richt grit displesour 
he had euerie da Of the discorsioun maid be_ Inglismen. 
1684 tr. Bonet's Merc. Conipit. xvm. 6x8 Volatils are most 
needful, for greater penetration and quicker discursion.^ . 

2 . Jig. The action of passing from the subject 
under consideration ; digression. 

1851 Brimley Ess., Wordsw. 169 The name recalls us 
from our discursion to speak of one whom, [etc.]. 

3 . The action of passing from premisses to con- 
clusions ; reasoning ; — Discourse sb. 2. 

1603 Holland Plutarch’s Mqr. 132 Turning the discur- 
sion of his judgement from things abroad, to those which 
are within himselfe. X650 Hobbes Human Nature iv. 31 
The succession of conceptions in they Minde . . may be 
orderly . . and this is discourse of the Minde. But because 
the word Discourse is commonly taken for the coherence 
and consequence of words, I will, to avoid equivocation, 
call it discursion. 1817 Coleridge Biog. Lit. I . x. 160 
Discourse here V. does not mean what we now call dis- 
coursing; but the discursion of the mind, 1846 O. Brown- 
son Wks. V. 506 An act of intuition or of discursion as well 
as of faith . . involves it. 

t DiSCTTrsist. Obs. rare — l . [f. L. discursus, 
in sense ‘ discourse ’ + -1ST.] One who practises 
discoursing, a disputer. 

1671 L. Addison West Barbary Pref. (T.), Great dis- 
cursists were apt to intrigue affairs , dispute the Prince’s 
resolution, and stir up the people. 

Discursive (diskirisiv), a, (sb.) [f. L .discurs- 
ppl. stem of discurrere (see Discursion) 4- -ive.] 

1 . Running hither and thither; passing irregularly 
from one locality to another, rare in lit . sense. 

1626 Bacon Sylva § 745 Whatsoeuer moueth Attention., 
stilleth the Naturall and discursiue Motion of the Spirits. 
1834 West I ml. Sketch Bk . II. 240 Misgivings, that Our 
road., might prove somewhat more discursive. Ibid. 282. 


DISCURSIVELY. 


DISCUSSER. 
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The regularity of the streets . . prevented the breezes being 
so discursive as.. among the unconnected dwellings. 

2 . fg. Passing rapidly or irregularly from one 
subject to another; rambling, digressive; extend- 
ing over or dealing with a wide range of subjects. 

1599 Marston Sco. Villanie in. xi. 231 Boundlesse dis- 
cursiue apprehension Giving it wings. 1665 Hooke Microgr. 
Pref. G., Men are generally rather taken with the plausible 
and discursive, then the real and the solid part of Philo- 
sophy. 1791 Boswell Johnson an. 1774 (1816) II. 296 Such 
a discursive Exercise of his mind. 1827 Carlyle Richter 
Misc. Ess. 1872 I. 8 The name Novelist, .would ill describe 
so vast and discursive a genius. _ 1850 Tennyson In Mem. 
cix, Heart-affluence in discursive talk From household 
fountains never dry. ^ 1867 Freeman Norm. Conq, (1876) 
I. iv. 149 A most vivid, though very discursive and garru- 
lous, history of the time. 

3 . Passing from premisses to conclusions ; pro- 
ceeding by reasoning or argument ; ratiocinative. 
(Cf. Discourse v. 2.) Often opp. to intuitive. 

1608 D. T. Ess. Pol. <$• Mar. 117 Ignorance .. deprive th 
Reason of her discursive facultie ; a 1652 J. Smith Set 
Disc. v. 137 We cannot attain to science but by a discursive 
deduction of one thing from another. 1667 Milton P. L. 
v. 488 Whence the soule Reason receives, and reason is her 
being, Discursive, or Intuitive ; discourse Is oftest yours, 
the Tatter most is ours. 1817 Coleridge Biog. Lit. I. x. 
161 Philosophy has hitherto been discursive : while Geo- 
metry is always and essentially intuitive. 1836-7 Sir W. 
Hamilton Meiaph. (1877) II. xx. 14 The Elaborative or 
Discursive Faculty . . has only one operation, it only com- 

5 ares, 1874 L. Stephen Hours in Library (1892) II. i. 13 
ohnson .. is always a man of intuitions rather than of 
discursive intellect. 

+ B. as sb. A subject of * discourse * or reasoning 
(as distinguished from a subject of perception). 
Obs. rare. 

1677 Hale Prim. Orig. Man. iv. viii. 364 Sometimes .. 
the very sub jec turn discursns is imperceptible to Sense., 
such, are also the discursives of moral good and evil, just, 
unjust, which are no more perceptible to Sense than Colour 
is to the Ear. 

Discursively (diskfKisivli), adv. [f. prec. +■ 
-ly *.] In a discursive manner. 

1 . By passing from premisses to conclusions ; by 
* discourse of reason ’ (cf. Discourse sb. 2) : opp. 
to intuitively . 

1677 Hale Prim. Orig. Man. 1. i. 22 Whereby we do dis- 
cursively, and by way of ratiocination, deduce one thing from 
another. 18x6 Coleridge Biog. Lit., etc. (1882) 360 In each 
article of faith embraced on conviction, the mind determines, 
first,. intuitively on its logical .possibility ; secondly, dis- 
cursively on its analogy to doctrines already believed. 1828 
Be Quincey Rhetoric Wks. XI. 42 All reasoning is carried 
on discursively ; that is, discurrendo,— by running about to 
the right and the left, laying the separate notices together, 
and thence mediately deriving some third apprehension. 

2 . In a rambling manner, digressively. 

1829 L Taylor Enthus. viii. 183 An intelligent Christian 
..who should peruse discursively the ecclesiastical writers. 
1846 Poe Halluk Wks. 1864 III. 61 [He] has read a great 
deal, although very discursively. 1876 Bancroft Hist. U. S. 
VI. Iv. 437 He [George III] spoke discursively of his shat- 
tered health, his agitation of mind. 

Discursiveness, [f. as prec. + -NESS.] The 
quality of being discursive ; a. of reasoning from 
premisses to conclusions ; b. of passing from one 
subject to another. 

a 1677 Barrow <Smw.Wks.x686 III.xxii.252 The exercise of 
our mind in rational discursiveness, about things, in quest 
of truth. 1829 I. Taylor Enthus. iv. (1867) 72 That dis- 
cursiveness of the inventive faculties which is a principal 
source of heresy. 1857 Lever Fort. Glencore xxiii. (1873) 
159 Discursiveness is the mother of failure. 1885 Manch. 
Exam. 12 Aug. 5/1 There was nothing to limit the discur- 
siveness of anyone who had a taste for original research. 

Discursory (disk^usori), a. rare. Also 6 
discoursory. [f. L. discurs- (see above) + -ory.] 
+ 1 . Of the nature of i discourse } or reasoning ; 
argumentative. Obs. 

■ 1581. Mulcaster Positions vii. (1887) 50 A number of such 
like discoursory argumentes. 16x4 Bp. Hall Recoil. Treat. 
Ded. Aijb, Here shall your Maiestie finde . . speculation 
interchanged with experience, positiue theologie with po- 
lemical!, textual! with discursorie, popular with scholasticall. 
2 . Of the nature of a digression, discursive. 

1881 Ruskin Love's Meinie I. iii. 126 If there be motive 
- for discursory remark. 

t Discu'rtaill, v. Obs . [f. Dis- 6 or 7 a + 
Curtain v. or jA] irons. To draw aside the cur- 
tain from ; to unveil. 

. x6x6 J. Lane Contn. Sqr.*s T. (1887) 41 Phebus, discur- 
taininge his muminge face. 1635 BrAthwait Arcad, Pr., 
Ded., One, who discurtains the vices of that time. 1659 
Lady Alimony 1. ii. in Hazl. Dodsley XIV. 280 Your acri- 
monious spirit will discurtain our changeable taffeta ladies. 

II Discus (di*sk#s). [L. discus quoit, plate, a. 
Gr. ZictKos quoit.] 

1 . Or. and Rom. Antiq. A disk of metal or heavy 
material used in ancient Grecian and Roman 
athletic exercises ; a quoit. Also, ellipt ., the game 
of hurling the discus. 

1656 Cowley Pindaric Odes, Praise Pindar iii. note, The 
chief Exercises there were Running, Leaping, Wrestling, 
the Discus, which was the casting of a great round Stone, 
or Balk made of Iron or Brass. 1725 Pope Odyss. viii. 137 
From Elatreus’ strong arm the Discus flies. 1892 P. Gardner 
Chap. Grk. Hist. ix. 295 The discus, .weighed about twelve 
pounds. It was round and flat, and a skilful athlete, . would 
sometimes hurl it more than a hundred feet. Ibid., These 
three competitions — leaping, throwing the spear, and hurling 


the discus— -were the chief and essential parts of the pen- 
tathlic contest. 

b. In other ancient senses : (see quots.) 

1706 Phillips (ed. Kersey), Discus, & Dish or Platter for 
Meat , . Also a round Consecrated Shield made to represent 
a Memorable Deed of some Hero of Antiquity, and hung up 
in a Temple of the Gods. Ibid., Discus or Descus (in old 
Records), a Desk or Reading-shelf in a Church. 1849 
Longf. Kavanagh xxx, The untoward winds will blow the 
discus of the gods against my forehead. 1850 Leitch 
M&lled s Anc. Art § 232 Isis, human, with cow horns and 
a discus between them. 

+ 2 . - Disk in its various technical senses. 

1664 Evelyn Mem. 24 Oct.(i857) 1 . 406 Observing the discus 
of the sun for the passing of Mercury that day before it. 1665 
Phil. Trans. I. No. 6. 105 The inclination of the discus of 
the Cometical Body. X706 Phillips (ed. Kersej), Among 
Herbalists, Discus is taken to signifie the middle, plain, and 
flat part of some Flowers; because its figure resembles the 
ancient Discus. 

Discuss (diskzrs), v. Forms : 4-7 discuss©, 
(4-5 diseuse, 5 -6 dyscus (se, 6 diskousse, pa. 
pple. discust, 7 discus), 7- discuss, [f. L. dis- 
cuss- ppl. stem of dismt-ere to dash or shake to 
pieces, agitate, disperse, dispel, drive away ; in late 
L. and Romanic to discuss, investigate : see Dis- 
cute. App. the L. pa. pple. discussus was first 
Englished as discussed (in Hampole c 1 340, also 
Anglo Fr. discuss 4, 1352, in Statutes of the Realm 
I. 328), and discuss thence taken as the verb.] 

+1. trans. To drive away, dispel, disperse, scatter. 
lit. and fig. Obs . 

C1374 Chaucer Boeth . I. metr. iii. 9 When fat ny$t was 
discussed and chased awey, derknesses forleften me. 1532 
More Confut. Tindale Wks. 401/2 They wil clerely dissi- 
pate and discusse the myst. 1651 J. F[reake] Agrippa's 
Occ. Philos. 17 The Northern Wind, fierce and roaring, and 
discussing clouds. 

T"b. To shake off ; also to set free, loosen. Obs. 
a 1541 Wyatt Poet. Whs. (1861) 201 To loose, and to dis- 
cuss The sons of death out from their deadly bond. 1590 
Spenser F. Q. iii. i. 48 All regard of shame she had discust, 
And meet respect of honor putt to flight. 

fc. To put off, remove (dress). Obs. rare. 

1640 Glapthorne Hollander 1 v. Wks. (1874) 1 . 138 Now 
Cosen Sconce, you must discusse your doublet. 

2 . Med. To dissipate, dispel, or disperse (hu- 
mours, tumours, or obstructions), arch. 

1533 Elyot Cast. Helthe iv. i. (1539) 77 a, To rubbe them 
agayne with some oyle, that dothe open the poores, and 
dyscusse the vapours. 1597 Gkrarde Herbal 1. xx. (1633) 
28 To discusse fiard swellings in womens brests. 1684 tr. 
lionet’s Merc. Compit. rii. 103 Of all edibles G'arlick dis- 
cusses wind most. 1751 Johnson Rambler No. 130 r 5 
A pomade . . of virtue to discuss pimples. 1804 Abf.rnethy 
Burg. Obs. 35 Three diseased lymphatic glands . . resisted 
the attempts which had been made to discuss them, 
b. intr. (for ref.) To disperse, pass away. 

X758 J. S. Le Drans Observ. Burg. (1771) 228 If the Ery- 
sipelas does not discuss, the Membrane falls into Putre- 
faction. 

1 3. trans. To examine or investigate (a matter) ; 
to try (as a judge). Obs. 

1340 Hampole Pr. Consc. 2415 We may nogbt fie, Until 
al our lyf examynd be, And alle our dedys, bathe gude and 
ille, Be discussed, after Goddes wille. Ibid. 6247 Crist, at 
his last commyng, Sal in dome sitte and discusse alle thyng. 
c 1400 Lanfranc's Cirurg. 141, I biieue, if . . he wole wisely 
discussen alle fa opynyons of auctouris, fat he schal seen 
[etc.], c 1450 tr; De Imitatione 1. xiv. In demyng ojrir men, 
a man laborij? in veyn ,„but in demying & discussyng a man 
self, euere he laborif> fruytuously. 1533 Act 27 Hen. VII I, 
c. 27 Anie matter or cause depending or to be discussed 
in the same courte. 1555 Eden Decades 13 They haue onely 
' discussed that superficial! parte of the earth which lyeth be- 
twene the Uandes of Gades and the ryuer of Ganges. 1613 
Sir H. Finch Law (1636) 479 A Supersedeas to stay execu- 
tion till the error be discussed. 

f 4. To settle or decide (as a judge). Obs. 
c 1381 Chaucer Pari. Routes 624 Sith it may not here dis- 
cussed be Who loveth her best. X486 Henry VII at York 
in Surtees Misc. (1890) 55 To diseuse up in conscience ich 
judicial! cace. 1551 Robinson tr. More's Utop. (Arb.) 22, 
As an vmpier or a Iudge, with my ‘sentence finallye to dis- 
cusse. 1587 Golding D e M ornay vii. 88 This vaine disput- 
ing whether of them was the first ; which question the holy 
scripture will discusse in one word Yea, and nature it selfe 
also will discusse it. x6oo J. Pory tr. Leo’s Africa n. 123 
Which etymologic seemeth to me not improbable . , But . . 

, we leave that to be discussed by others. 1771 Smollett 
j Humph. Cl. (1797) VII. 192 , 1 make no doubt but that in a 
day or two this troublesome business may be discussed, 
f b. absol. To decide [of). Obs. 

1514 Barclay Cyt. 4 Uplondyskm. (Percy Soc.) 32 Why 
sholde thyng mortall of endeles thyng dyscus. 1628 Gaule 
Praci. Tk. (1629) 50 Pryingly to sift out, and peremptorily 
to discusse of the inscrutable Nature and Being of Christ. 

+ 5. To make known, declare, pronounce. Obs. 

(The history and place of this sense are not clear.) 

1389 in Eng. Gilds (1870) 726 No brother no sister ne shalle 
; diseuse fa counseil of Jus fraternite to no straungere. 1480 
Miracle Plays (ed. Pollard 1890) 63 Lord thi rythwysnesse 
here dyscus. 1520 C ax tods Chron. Eng. m. 19/2 [Daniel] 
dyscussed the dreames of the feynge. 1598 Shaks. Merry W. 
1. iii. 104, I will discusse the humour of this Loue to Ford. 
1599 — - Hen. V, iv. iv. 5 Art thou a Gentleman ? What is 
thy Name? discusse. Ibid. 30 Discusse the same in French 
vnto him. 1632 Lithgow Trav. ix. 379 Time discussing you 
A miracle of Mettall. 

6. To investigate or examine by argument ; to 
sift the considerations for and against; to debate. 
(Now the ordinary sense.) 
c 1450 [see Discussing vbl. sb.]. 1530 Rastell Bh. Purgat. 


iii. vii. 2 Wherby man knowith the good from the evell, 
dyscussyng the thynge by argumentes. 1553 T. Wilson 
Rhet. (1580) 1 Rhetorique is an arte to set forthe. .any cause, 
called in contention, that maie through reason largely be 
discussed. 1662 Stillingfl. Orig. Baer. 1. ii. § 3 Who that 
Jerombaal was, is much discussed among learned men. 172© 
Gay Poems (1745) I. 238 We’ve business To discuss, a point 
of law. 1753 JL M. tr. Du Boscq's Accompl. Worn. II. 157 
note, See the discourse . . wherein it is discussed, whether 
brutes have the use of reason. 1777 Priestley Philos. 
Necess. x. 118 Mr. Hume ..discusses the question ..with 
great clearness. 1847 Tennyson Princ. n. 422 They, the 
while, Discuss’d a doubt and tost it to and fro. 1849 Mac- 
aulay Hist. Eng. I. 598 Several schemes were proposed and 
discussed. 

b. absol. To hold discussion ; to debate. 

X587TURBERV. T rag. T. (1837) 42 Amongst themselves the 
feasters gan discusse And diversly debate from young to old. 
1628 T. Spencer Logick 31 1 A Method whereby wee come 
to know how to discusse. 

7 . trans. To sift or investigate (material), rare. 

x8oa Paley Nat. Theol. xii. (1824) 483/2 These serrated or 

dentated bills. . form a filtre. The ducks by means of them 
discuss the mud ; examining with great accuracy the puddle. 

8. To investigate or try the quality of (food or 
drink) ; to consume, make away with. ( Somewhat 
humorous ,) 

1815 Scott Guy M. xxii, A tall, stout, country-looking 
man., busy discussing huge slices of cold boiled beef. 1836 
Marry at Midsh. Easy i. 5 They allowed him to discuss the 
question, while they discussed his port wine. x86x Thorn- 
bury Turner 11 . 264 Turner was always to be seen between 
ten and eleven at the Athenseum, discussing his half-pint of 
sherry. 1884 Ld. Malmesbury Mem. Ex-miu. II. 281 The 
time was passed in discussing a substantial luncheon. 

9 . Civil Law. To 1 do diligence’ (Diligence 
5 a) or exhaust legal proceedings against (a debtor), 
esp. against the person primarily liable (or his pro- 
perty), before proceeding against the property of a 
person secondarily liable. 

Used with local peculiarities of application in Scotland, 
Lower Canada, and Louisiana, also as rendering Fr. discuter 
in analogous sense. See Discussion 5. 

1681-93 Stair Inst. Law Scot. 1. xvii. § 5 Cautioners can- 
not be pursued till the principal Debitor be discust. Ibid. 
iii. v. § T7 Heirs of Blood . .and also Executors must be dis- 
cussed before Heirs of Provision or Tailzie. 1766 W. Gordon 
Gen. Counting-ho. 340 The accepter being discussed, the bill 
must recoil upon the drawer. 1848 Wharton Law Lex. 
s.v. Discussion , The obligation contracted by the surety 
with the creditor is, that the latter shall not proceed against 
him until he has first discussed the principal debtor, if he is 
solvent. x86x W. Bell Diet. Law Scot. 291 Where a special 
heir is burdened with a debt, the creditor must discuss that 
heir before be can insist against the heir-at-law. .By discuss- 
ing an heir is meant, charging him to enter; and if he do 
not renounce the succession, obtaining decree against him, 
and raising diligence both against his person and his estate, 
whether belonging to himself or derived from his ancestor, 
as in the case of the discussion of a. cautioner. x8. . Civil 
Code of Quebec Art. 1942 The creditor is not bound to dis- 
cuss the principal debtor unless the surety demands it when 
he is first sued. [See also Discussion 5.] 

Hence Discirssed ppl. a. 

1598 Florio, Discusso , discussed, searched. 1892 Pall 
Mall G. 22 June 3/1 The only other discussed matter. 

t Biscirss, sb. Obs. [app. f. Discuss v.y but 
cf. L. discussus dashing, agitating, f. ppl. stem of 
disc ut ere : see Discuss v.] = Discussion, a. De- 
cision (of a judge), settlement, b. Examination, 
investigation, c. Debate; in quot.j^f. 

a. 1556 J. Heywood Spider # F. lxv. 19 By bis discus, 
Streight to blisse go they, streight to bale go wee. Ibid. 
Concl. 26 That they and we by goddes mercifull discus. 
May. . Liue and loue together. x6x6 Burgh R ec. A berdeen 
5 Mar. (Jam. Supp.), To attend^ vpone the said actioun, 
vnril the finall end and discus thairof. 

b. 1586 Holinshed Chron. Scot. II. 386/2 To refer my selfe 
to the discusse and consideration of his demands. 1609 Sni 
E. Hoby Let. to Mr. T. II . 6 In this my discusse . . I will 
.. confine my selfe within this list. 1650 T. Vaughan 
Anthrop.' Theom. 7 These are Magnalia Dei <§- Naturae, 
and require not our Discusse so much as our Reverence. 

C. 1655 H, Vaughan Silex Scini. i. Storm (1858) 57 When 
his waters billow thus, Dark storms and wind Incite them to 
that fierce discusse. 

Discussable, var. of Discussible. 

Discu‘ssal. rare. [f. Discuss v. + -al.] = Dis- 
cussion. 

1828 Life Planter Jamaica (ed. 2) 124 Thip discussal of 
a one-day’s wonder. 

Discusser (disk2?*sai). [f. as prec. + -ekU] 
He who or that which discusses, in various senses. 
+ a. One who settles or decides questions (obs.)* 
b. One who engages in discussion or debate, t c * 
A medicine that disperses humours, etc. {obs.). 

a. 1396 Dalrymple tr. Leslie's Hist. Scot L vi. 337 Quha 
was cheife discusser in controuersies, quhom thay call grett 
Justice of Jngland. 1397 Hooker Eccl. Pol. viii. vi. § 12 
That thereof God himself was inventor, disceptator, lator, 
the deviser, the discusser, the deliverer. 

b. x6xx Cotgr., Discuteur, a discusser, examiner, de- 
bater, 1689 A nsw. Desertion Discussed in nth Collect. 
Papers Present Juncture of A fairs 6 Thus the Discusser 
rambles out of one Untruth into another. 1691 Wood A th. 
Oxon. I. 349 A discusser of contro versies against Bellarmine. 
1893 Chicago Advance 23 Nov., [The biblical preacher] is 
not a discusser, whose office is to break to pieces and sift 
for better construction and consolidation. 

C, x6x2 Woodall Surg. Mate Wks. (1653) 29 This Mimum- 
i plaster is a good discusser of hot humors. 1636 Ridglf.y 
j Bract. Pkysick 31 h irst give astringent Syrups, then add 
I discussers. 
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Discussible (diskz? sib’l), a. Also 7 -able, 
{f. L. discuss - : see Discuss v . + -ble.] Capable 
of being discussed, f a. Med. That can be dis- 
persed, as a humour, b. That can be debated or 
examined by argument. 

2662 J. Chandler Van Hehnont’s Oriat. 330 To consume 
water, and the more light discussable things, into vapours, 
1862 Mill Logic (ed. 5) II. 18 note. To have rendered so 
bold a suggestion . .admissible and discussible even as a con- 
jecture. 1889 J. M. Robertson Ess. Crit. Method 71 It is 
discussible under three aspects. 

Discussient, obs. by-form of Discutient. 
Discussing, vbl. sb . [f. Discuss v. + -ing L] 

The action of the verb Discuss ; = Discussion (in 
various senses). 

CHS 0 Gloucester's Ckron. (1724) 483/2 note (MS. Coll. 
Arms) Among righte welle lettred men.. he hathe busy 
discussyng of questions, <-2555 Fisher's Life in Wks. 
lE. E. T. S.) II. 139 To have referred the hearing and dis- 
cussing of his crime to his metropolitan. 2622 Cotgr., 
Liquidation, .a discussing, or examination. 1681-93 Stair 
/nst. Lazo Scot. in. v. § 17 Heirs .....have the benefit of an 
order of discussing. 1726 Ayliffe Parergon 192 To commit 
the Discussing of Causes privately to certain Persons learn’d 
in the Laws. 

Discussing 1 , ppl. a. [f. as prec. + -ing 2 .] 
That discusses ; in various senses of the vb. ; spec. 
of medicine That disperses humours, tumours, etc. 

1607 Topsell Four-f. Beasts (1658) 437 There is such a 
dispersing and discussing nature in Wine, that it dissolveth 
all. .hard things in the bodies of Beasts. 1632 Bruel Phys. 
Pract. 176 These discussing medicines shalbe vsed. 1707 
Floyer Physic. Pulse-Watch 279 Hot discussing Unctions. 

Discussion (diskarjbn). Also 4 discucion. 
[a. 0 K. discussion, discucion (12th c. in Littre), ad. 
L. discussion-em shaking, examination, discussion, 
n, of action from discut ere : see Discute, Discuss.] 
f 1 . Examination, investigation, trial (by a judge) 
judicial decision. Obs. 

a 1340 Ham pole Psalter 1 . 1 Here fordos he discussion of 
syn, for he grauntes the dede. 1340 — Pr. Cottsc. 2582 
When be devels and fe angels Has desputed our lif . . And 
discucion made, als fais to be. c 1440 Jacob's Well xv. 08 
Seynt Gregorie seyth, bat doom is a dyscuSsyoun of be 
cause. 1526 Pilgr. Per/. (W. de W. 1531J 60 b, Make dayly 
discussyon of thy conscyence. 

2 . Examination or investigation {of a matter) by 
arguments for and against ; 4 the ventilation of a 
question ’ (J.). 

a 1556 Cranmer Whs. (Parker Soc.l I. 61 Where you seem 
to be offended with the discussion of this matter, what hurt 
. . can gold catch in the fire, or truth with discussing ? 1558 
Bp. Watson Sev. Sac ram. viii. 44 The subtlenesse of mans 
wyt..is to bee reiected from the judgement and discussion 
of this holy mystery. 1647 H. More Philos. Poems, De- 
mocritus Platonissans Pref. 190 Discussion is no prejudice 
but an honour to the truth. 1771 Junius Lett. lix. 310, I do 
not mean to renew the discussion of such opinions. 1874 
Green Short Hist. viii. § 2.477 He [James], .forbade any 
further discussion of State policy. 1891 Ld. Herschell in 
Law Times' Rep. LX V. 567/1 Much learning was expended 
in the discussion of the point. 

b. Argument or debate with a view to elicit 
truth or establish a point ; a disquisition in which 
a subject is treated from different sides. 

1789 Belsham Ess, II. xl. 519 Passionate dogmatists, the 
avowed enemies of discussion. 1790 Burke Fr. Rev. Pref. 
3 The Author began a second and more full discussion on 
the subject. 1856 Froude Hist. Eng. (1858) I. iii. 205 In 
the House of Commons . . there was in theory unrestricted 
liberty of discussion. 1875 Jowett Plato (ed. 2) IV. 14 This 
discussion is one of the least satisfactory in the dialogues of 
Plato. 

3 . Investigation of the quality of an article of food, 
etc. by consumption of it. humorous and colloq. 

1862 Sala Seven Sons I. iii. 49 [He] has. .five minutes for 
the discussion of his beloved cheroot. 1864 D« G. Mitchell 
Sev. Stor. 54 We fell presently to discussion of the mutton. 
1870 E. Peacock Ralf Skirl. II. 143 The discussion of a 
bottle of port in Mr. Rudd's back parlour. 

+ 4. Med. The dissipation or dispersal of hu- 
mours, the resolution of tumours, etc. 

1620 Venner Via Recta Introd. 3 Discussion of vaporous 
superfluities. 1656 H. More Enthus. Tri. 26 Evident from 
the suddain and easy discussion of the fit. 1753 N. Torriano 
Gem.gr. Sore Throat 35 The Parents earnestly desiring the 
Discussion of it, I was constrained to put upon the Tumour 
• -Diabotanum. 1758 J. S. Le Bran's Observ. Surg. (1771) 
330 The Termination of the Erysipelas was not only by Dis- 
cussion, or Resolution, but also by Suppuration. 

5 . Civil Law. The exhaustion of legal proceed- 
ings against a debtor, e-p. against a person primar- 
ily liable for a debt or payment, before proceeding 
against a person secondarily liable. 

A term of Roman Law, whence of the old law of France, 
and of the Code NapoKon ; thence of the codes of Quebec, 
and Louisiana ; also of the law of Scotland, where the ‘dis- 
cussion of heirs ’ Is a specific feature. 

Benefit of discussion : the right of a person liable to pay 
a certain sum Jn case of the failure of the person primarily 
liable, to require legal proceedings to be exhausted against 
the latter before demand is made upon himself. Discussion 
of heirs i Sc. Lazo), the proceeding against heirs for debts 
due by the deceased, in a determined order, with use of 
diligence against the first, before proceeding against the 
second, and so on. 

1681-93 Stair Inst. Laws Scot. m. v. § 20 To sist process 
^S^nst such Heirs as have the benefite of Discussion. 1751-3 
A. M’Douall Inst. Law Scot. 1. xxiii. 30 One who becomes 
bound either to cause the debtor to pay Or pay the debt 
himself . . has not the benefit of discussion. 1848 Wharton 


Law Lex. 184/2 By the Roman law sureties were .. liable 
only after the creditor had sought payment from the principal 
debtor, and he was unable to pay. This was called the benefit 
or right of discussion. 1861 W. Bell Diet. Law Scot. 290/2 
Discussion. This is a technical term in the law of Scotland, 
and may be applied either to the discussion of a principal 
debtor, or to the discussion of heirs. Ibid. The privilege of 
discussion is now taken away by the Act 19 and 20 Viet,, c. 60, 
§ 8, 1856, unless expressly stipulated for in the instrument of 
caution. Ibid. 291 Discussion of heirs. . The following is the 
legal order in which the heirs must be discussed : — 1st The 
heir of line, .ad the heir of conquest. .%d the heir- male. . 4/A 
heirs of tailzie and provision by simple destination, where 
they represent the debtor ; and lastly Heirs under marriage- 
contracts, where they are not themselves creditors. s8.. 
Civil Code of Quebec Art. 1941 The surety is liable only 
upon the default of the debtor, who must previously be dis- 
cussed, unless the surety has renounced the benefit of dis- 
cussion. 18. . Law of Louisiana Arfs. 3014-17 (old Nos.), 
3045-8 (new Nos.). 

6. Comb., as discussion-meeting* 

2853 Lynch Self-lmprov , iv. 97 The young man. .may get 
and give much good in discussion-meetings. 

Biscirssional, a. [f. prec. + -al.] Of the 
nature of or pertaining to discussion. 

7848 Fraser's Mag. XXXVIII. 341 In this whole array of 
discussional ostentation. 

Discirssionist . [f. as prec. + -ist.] One who 
advocates or practises discussion or debate. 

1867 Ch.. 4 State Rev. 30 Mar. 292 The discussionists 
cannot resist the temptation . . to air their vocabulary. 2879 
Cassell’s Techn. Educ. I. 152 In religious sects and theo- 
logical discussionists. 

Discnssive (disk 27 -siv), tz.and.sA [f. L. dis- 
cuss- ppl. stem of discutere to Discuss + -ive.] 

A . adj. f 1 . Med. — Discutient <z. Obs. 

1580 Well of W, Hill , Aberdeen Aiij, [The water] being 
laxatiue, attenuatiue . . and discussiue. 1628 V enner Tobacco 
(1650) 407 Its faculty being both discussive and expulsive. 
1727 Bradley Fam. Diet. s.v. Burdock, It ..is discussive 
and bitter to the taste. 

+ 2 . Having the quality of settling (a matter in 
dispute) ; decisive. Obs. 

1604 T. Wright Passions v. iv. 18 Things, .not discussive 
for questions or disputes. 1644 Presbytery Display'd (1668) 
20 [They] have vocem deliberativam, vocem decisivam, 
have a debating, discussive voice. 

3 . Pertaining to discussion or debate, arch. 

1644 Milton Jdgm. Sneer { 1851) 304 Ready, in a fair and 
christianly discussive way, to debate and sift this matter. 
1698 J. Cockburn Bourignianism Detected i. 16 Those 
Rational discussive Faculties which help others to the 
knowledge of Truth. 1826 Keatinge Trent. (1817) I. 125 
Judiciously curtailed of some, .verbose discussive scenes. 

f B. sb. Med. A dissipating or resolving agent ; 
a discutient. Obs. 

1612 Enchir. Med. 92 Beware of immoderate discussiues. 
1671 Salmon Syn. Med. iii. xvi. 364 Discussives are such 
as generally disperse the matter, and so dissolve it insen- 
sibly. 

Hence + Bison’ ssively adv. , + Discivssiveness. 

1623 M. Ridley Magn. Bodies 6 These being artificially and 
discussively fastened to this Loadstone. 2727 Bailey vol. II, 
Discnssiveness, dissolving or dispersing quality. 

t Discirssment. Obs. rare. [f. Discuss v . 
+• -ment.] = Discussion. 

2559 Abp. Parker Corr. 94 We beseech your Majesty . . 
to refer the discussment and deciding of them to a synod of 
your bishops and other godly learned men. 2652 Cart- 
wright Cert. Relig. 1. 57 Requisite for the Churches under- 
standing, and by.. her consultations and discusments. 

BisCTTSSOry, a. rare - v [f. L. discuss - (see 
Discussive) + -ory.] Discutient. 

2823 Crabb Technol. Diet., Discutient or Discussory 
medicines , those which dissolve impacted matter. 

t Disctrssure. Obs. rare- 1 , [f. L. discuss- 

(see Discussive) + -ure.] — Discussion. 

2610 W. Folkingham Art of Survey 1. il 2 The Matter 
comprises the Elementarie composition and constitution of 
Possessions : and in discussure thereof, the Materiall parte is 
most conuersant. 

t Biscustom, sb. Obs. rare- 1 , [f. D1S-9 + 
Custom sb. ; prob. after Discustom 7/.] Discon- 
tinuance of a custom ; disuse. 

2603 Florid Montaigne in. xii. (1632) 6x1 Better.. than for 
ever through discustome. .lose the commerce and conversa- 
tion of common life. 

t Bisctrstom, v. Obs. [ad. OF. descostumer , 
-coustumer to lose the habit or custom of, f. des-, 
DlS- 4 + costumer to render customary, etc. ; see 
Custom vi] trans. To render unaccustomed ; to 
cause to discontinue a custom or habit; = Disac- 
custom. Hence Discu*stomed ppl. a. 

2502 Qrd. Crysten Men (W. de W. 1506) iv. xxii. 299 
Moeuynge the helpe of god hym to dyscustome. 2598 
Sylvester Du Bart as 11. ii. 1. {1642) 223 'x If now no more 
my sacred rimes distill With Art-lesse ease from my dis- 
custom'd quill. 1677 E. Pledger in Spurgeon Treas. Dav. 
Ps. xxx. 7 Discustom ourselves to the exercise of faith. 

Discu*table, a. rare. [a. mod.F. discuiable, f. 
discuter , ad. L. discutere to Discuss : cf. next.] 
Capable of being discussed ; Discussible. 

2893 Sat. Rev. 21 Feb. 250/1 Many insoluble or discutable 
points. ' ’ ■ 

Di’SCUtant. rare. [a. F. discut ant, pr. pple. of 
discuter to discuss, used subst, : see -ant L] One 
who discusses. 

2871 H. B. Forman Living Poets 1 66 The contrast be- 
tween the half-frank discutant and the unctuous but immoral 
dignitary discussed. 
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+ Biscirte, V. Obs. [a. F. discute-r (14th c. in 
Hatz.-Darm.), ad. L. discutere to dash or shake 
asunder, in late L. to discuss, investigate, f. Dis- 1 
+ quatere (in comb, -cut ere') to shake, strike with 
a shock. Now displaced by Discuss.] 

trans. To discuss ; to investigate, examine. 

1483 Caxton Cato Aviij, Euery juge ought to discute and 
examyne the caas of botbe partyes in suche manere that he 
may do equite and justyce. 2484 — Fables of A lfonce (1889) 
9 The cause to be discuted or pleted before the Juge. 

b. indr. with of. 

ax 522 Helyas in Thoms Prose Rom. (1858) III. 53 To 
discute of a mater. 

Hence Discu*ting vbl. sb., discussing. 

1483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 431 b/i O dylygente dyscutyng of 
causes and maters he rendred or yelded juste jugemente. 

Biscutient (diskizz-jient), a. and A fed. Also 
7 discus sient. [ad. L. discutient-em , pr. pple. of 
discutih e : see Discute.] 

A. adj. Having the quality of * discussing * or 
dissipating morbid matter ; resolvent. 

2612 Woodall Surg. Mate Wks. (1653') 31 1 A discutient 
Cataplasme. 2740 Aylett in Phil. Trans. XLIII. 10 An 
hot, discutient, and restringent Fomentation. 2876 Bar- 
tholow Mat. Med. (1879) 4 11 Preparations of conium were 
much used for a supposed discutient or resolvent action . . 
in certain kinds of tumors, 

B. sb. A discutient medicine or preparation. 

2655 Culpepper Riverins 1 . xv. 54 When the matter is som- 

what thin, .use not strong discussients and dissolvers. 2728 
Quincy Compl. Disp. 109 It enters., into many Fomenta- 
tions, as a good Discutient. 2830 Lindley Hat. Syst. Bot. 
30 Employed externally as a discutient. 

Disdain (disd^i*n), sb. Forms: a. 3-5 de- 
deyn(e, 4 dedeigne, -eyng, -ayn, 5 dedein. / 3 . 
4-5 desdeyn, -dayn. 7. 4 disdein(e, 4-5 -deyn(e, 
4-6 -deigne, 4-7 -dayn(e, 5 dysdane, -dene, 
-dayne, Sc. disden^e, -dene, 6-7 disdaine, 6- 
disdain. Cf. Sdeign. [ME. dedeyn, desdeyn, a. 
OF. desdeign, - daign , -daing, - dain , AF. dedeigne 
(Langtoft Chron. II. 430 1, mod.F. dedain = Pr. des- 
daing, -denh. Cat. desdeny , Sp. desdefio , It. disdegno 
{sdegno), Romanic deriv. of des-, disdegnare to dis- 
dain : see next.] 

1 . The feeling entertained towards that which one 
thinks unworthy of notice or beneath one’s dignity ; 
scorn, contempt. 

a. c 2290 ^. Eng. Leg. I. 414/387 He hadde gret de-deyn 
smale ]?efj?es to do. a 1300 Cursor M. 21309 (Cott.) O 
pouert na dedeigne [ later MSS. disdeyn, -dayne], had he. 
a 1340 Hampole Psalter xxv iii. 6 J?ai ere kald vnycorns for 
pride & dedeyne. c 2450 Myrc 2159 Hast [|?ow] had any 
dedeyn Of o]?er synfulle ]> at k ou bast seyn ? 

y. 2393 Gower Conf. I. 12 1 He, which love had in dis- 
deigne. 1540-2 Elyot Image Gozk Pref. (2556) 3 Although dis- 
deigne and envie dooe cause them to speake it. 1599 Shaks. 
Much Ado hi. i. 51 Disdaine and Scorne ride sparkling in 
her eyes, Mis-prizing what they looke on. 1667 Milton 
P. L. 1. 98 That fixt mind And high disdain, from sence of 
injur'd merit. 1749 Fielding Tom Jones xi. vii, As I re- 
ceived no answer ... my disdain would not suffer me to con- 
tinue my application. 2824 L. Murray Eng. Gram. (ed. s) 

I. 440 Haughtiness is founded on the high opinion we enter- 
tain of ourselves; disdain, on the low opinion we have of 
others. 2855 Milman Lat. Chr. (1864) V. ix. viii. 401 They 
were called in disdain the Puritans, an appellation which 
perhaps they did not disdain. 1875 F. Hall in Lippincott's 
Mag. XV. 342/1, I .. had conceived a disdain of feathered 
things, bustards excepted. 

T b. with pi. An instance or exhibition of this. 

<22632 Donne Dial. w. Sir H. Wot ton { T.), So her dis- 
dains can ne’er offend. 2632 Sir T. Hawkins tr. Matkieu's 
Vnhappy Prosp. 152 My disdaines have served my pur- 
poses. 

t 2 . Indignation ; anger or vexation arising from 
offended dignity; dudgeon. To have d. : to be in- 
dignant, take offence. To have in d., to have d. oft 
to be indignant or offended at. Obs. 

a. 1297 R. Glouc. (1724) 293 Of byn vnrj^t yebabbe gret 
dedeyn. a 1340 Hampole Psalter xxx vi. 2 Noli emulari in 
inalignantibus . . Will not haf dedeyn in ill willand. Ibid. 
lxxxiv, 3 Auertisti ab ira indignacionis tue ..... J>ou turn yd 
fra be wreth of bi dedeyn. c 2380 Wyclif Sernt. Sel, Wks. 

II. 70 pis eldere sone hadde dedeyn, and wolde not come 
in. a 1400-30 Alexander 3255 He dedeyne [Dubl. MS. dis- 
dayne] hade, pat bai ware comen doun of kyngis, and be no 
cause ellis. ' 

c 238 6 Chaucek Frank!. Pro!. 28 (Ellesm. MS.), I prey 
yow haueth me nat in desdeyn \v.r, disdeyn e] Though to 
this man I speke a word or two. a 1450 Knt. de la Tour 
(1868) 17 The king saide, *y chese the yongest of the .iij. 
doughters. .' of the whiche the eldest and the secounde had 
gret meruaile and desdeyn. 2482 Caxton Myrr. 11. vi. 72 
Of grete desdayn he suffreth to be slayn and dye. 

7. c 2386 Chaucer Prol. 789 (Sloane MS.) But fake it 
nought I praie 30 w in disdeigne [v.rr. disdeyne, disdayn, 
desdeyn]. 2393 Gower Conf. 1 1. 345 But Phebus, which 
hath great disdein Of that his maiden was forlein. 2513 
Douglas FEsieis vil xiil 160 Than Jupiter . . Haifand dis- 
dene ony moitall suld be Rasit to lyf. # 2600 E. Blount tr. 
Conestaggio 299 The defeat of the Armie . .caused, .through** 
out the Realme a great griefe and disdaine. 2606 Shaks. 
Tr. 4 Cr. 1. ii. 35 The disdain and shame whereof, hath 
euer since kept Hector fasting and waking. 2659 B. Harris 
Par Hats Iron Age 229 Having conceived some disdain 
against his Master, a 2677 Barrow Sernt. Wks. 1716 I. 62 
The great person . . took the neglect in huge disdain. 

+ b. fig. Of a wound : Angriness, inflamed con- 
dition. Obs. rare. (Cf. proud flesh.) 

v 2400 Lanfranc's Cirurg. 102 Whanne bilke wounde was 
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sowdid |>e pannicle }>at was not weel heelid hadde a dedein 
& was cause of gendrynge of a crarnpe. 
f 3 . Loathing, aversion, dislike. Obs. 

[1370-80 in O. E. Misc. 228 And hedden of mony metes 
de-deyn.] 1655 Culpepper Riveriusi, vii 30 These are the 
foierunners of an Epilepsy ; disdain of meat [etc.]. 

f b. transf. The quality which excites aversion; 
loathsomeness. (Cf. Dain sb. 3 ) Oh. 

1590 Spenser F. Q. l i. 14 Most lothsom, fiithie, foule, and 
full of vile disdaine. 

Disdain (disd J l *n), v. Forms : a. 4 dedeyngne, 
4-5 dedeyne, 5 dedene ; j8. 4 desdaine, -deigne, 
6 -dayne. 7. 5 disdeyne, -daigne, (dis- 
deynt), 5-6 dys-, 5-7 disdayne, 6 disdeine, 
-dane, 6-7 -daine, -deigne, 6- disdain. Cf. 
also Sdkign v. [ME., a. OF. desdeignier , -deigner 
(3rd s. pres, -deigne), in later F. dfdaigner, = Pr. 
desdegnar, Cat. desdenyar, Sp. dedeftar, Pg. des- 
denkar, It disdegncire ( sdegnare ) ; a Common 
Romanic vb. representing, with des- for L. de- (see 
De- 6) , L. dedigndre (collateral form of dedignari ) 
to reject as unworthy, disdain, f. De- 6 + digndre , 
-art to think or treat as worthy ; cf. Deign.] 

'* 1 . trans. To think unworthy of oneself, or of one’s 
notice; to regard or treat with contempt; to de- 
spise, scorn, a. with simple obj. 

a and 3. 1:3386 Chaucer Clerk's 7 \ 42 (Ellesm. MS.) Lat 
youre eres nat my voys desdeyne {other MRS. disdeyne]. 
1483 Cath. Angl. 93/1 To Desden (Dedene A.), dedignart, 
detrahere , detractare; vbi. to disspise. 
y. c 1386 [see a and j 3 ]. 1509 Hawes Past. Pleats, xvi. lvii, 

I fere to sore I shal disdayned be. 1573 G. Harvey Letter - 
bk. (Camden) 4 He laid against me. .that I did disdain everi 
mans cumpani. 1613 Purchas Pilgrimages, x vii. 459 Whose 
proud top would disdaine diming. 1754 Edwards Freed. 
Will iv. iv. 217 Some seem to disdain the Distinction that we 
make between natural and moral Necessity. 3821 Shelley 
Prometh. Unb. 1. 52 If they disdained not such a prostrate 
slave. 1858 Lytton What will he do l 1. x, I disdain your 
sneer. 

b. with inf. or genrnd. To think it beneath one, 
to scorn {to do or doing something). 

a. c 1380 Sir Ferumb. 2179 Ys herte was so gret, pat he 
dedeynede to clepe, ‘ oundo 4 ; hot ran to wij>is fet. 

0 . *393 Gower Conf. III. 227 If .. a king . . Desdaineth 
for to done hem grace, 

y. 1489 Caxton Faytes of A. 1. xv. 43 They dysdayne to 
obeye to theyre capytayne, a t 533 Ld. Berners Huon. 
xxiv. 70 They dysdayne to speke to me. 1611 Bible Trans l. 
Pref 11 Neither did we disdaine to reuise that which we 
had done. 3769 Goldsm. Roman Hist . (1786) I. 397 This 
..was the title the Roman general disdained granting him. 
1788 W. Thomson Watson's Philip III (1835) 357 [They] 
disdained to follow this example of submission. 1868 E. 
Edwards Raleigh I. xx. 455 Grey . . had disdained to beg 
his life, 

0. To think (a thing) unworthy of (something), 

(Cf. Deign v. 2.) 

1646 J Hall Horse Vac. 23 Nature disdeigned it a Roome. 

d. To think (anything) unworthy of. 

1591 Spenser Ruins of Time Ded., God hath disdeigned 
the world of that most noble Spirit. 

f 2 . To be indignant, angry, or offended at. Oh. 
1494 Fabyan Chron. n. xlviii. 32 The kynge disdeynynge 
this demeanure of Andragius, after dyuers monycions . . 
gatheryd his knyghtes and made warre vpon Andragius. 
1632 Lithgow Trav. Prol. B, To shun Ingratitude, which 
I disdaine as Hell. 1633 T. Stafford Pac. Hib. vi. (1821) 
84 His answer was much disdained. 1695 Ld. Preston 
Boeth. m. 106 Hence, .we often so much disdain their being 
conferr d upon undeserving Men. 

b. with subord. clause : To be indignant that. 
1548 Hall Chron., Rich. Ill, 45 The kyng of Scottes dis- 
deignynge that the stronge castell of Dumbarre should re- 
mayne in thenglish mennes handes. 1587 Turberv. Trag. 
T. (1837) 128 Who highly did disdaine That such . . abuse 
his honour should distaine. 160a Marston Ant. # Mel. 
il Wks. 1856 I. 27, I have nineteene mistresses alreadie, 
and I not much disdeigne that thou shold'st makeup the 
ful score. 1796 W. Taylor in Monthly Mag. I. 14 Dis- 
daining that the enemies of Christ should abound in wealth, 
f 3 . intr. To be moved with indignation, be in- 
dignant, take offence. Const, at (rarely against, 
of on). Obs. 

a. 1382 Wycltf Job xxxii. 3 But a}en the thre frendis of 
hym he dedeynede, forthi that thei hadden not founde a 
resounable answere. — Matt. xxi. 15 The princis of prestis 
and scribis . . dedeyneden, and seiden to hym, Heerist thou 
what these seyen l a 1400 Relig. Pieces fr. Thornton MS. 
90 pat deuyls lymme, dedeyned at jn dede. 

y. 14- . Epiph. in Tundale's Vis . 108 Of whos cumyng 
though thou dysdeyne Hyt may not pleynly help. 1526 
Tindale Matt. xx. 24 They disdayned at the two brethren. 
— • John. vii. 23 Disdayne ye at me, because I made a man 
every whit whoale ? c 1563 Cavendish Ld. Seymour iv., in 
Wolsey, etc. (1825' II. 105 To disdayn ayenst natures newe 
estate. 1636 B. Jonson Discov. ad fin., Ajax, deprived of 
Achilles' armour . . disdains ; and growing impatient of the 
injury, rageth, and runs mad. 1634 Sir T. Herbert Trav. 
150 Cheese and Butter is among them, but such as squemish 
English stomacks wil disdaine at. 

1 4 . trans. To move to indignation or scorn ; to 
offend, anger, displease. Oh. 

a 1470 Tiptoft Caesar x. (1530) 12 Induciomartts was sore 
displeased and dysdayned at thys doynge. 1627 Vox Piscis 
A v b, It shall nothing disdaine you ; for it is no new thing, 
but even that which you have continually looked for. 1650 
Howell Giraffi's Rey. Naples 18 The people . . being much 
disdain’d that the Vice-Roy had scap’d. 1790-1817 Combe 
Devil upon Two Sticks in Lond.l. 251 Fashionable amuse- 
ments delight him not, and even elegant vice disdains him. 
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+ b. impers. It disdains me ; it moves my in- 
dignation, offends me. 

C1440 York Myst. v. 11 Me thoght f>at he The kynde of vs 
tane myght, And j>er-at dideyned me. 

Disdainable, a. rare. [a. OF. desdaign - 
able : see prec. and -able.] Worthy of disdain. 

i6ix Cotgr., Desdaignable , disdainable, contemptible. 
1895 Daily News 9 Sept. 4/7 That tenth of a second of 
allowance was. . not disdained . . Yet to one not to the manner 
born of racing it might have certainly seemed ‘disdainable'. 

Disdained (disd^-nd), ppl. a. [f. Disdain.] 

1 . Treated with disdain ; despised, scorned. 

1598 Yoxg Diana 6 The disdained Shepherd. 1670 Milton 
Hist. Eng. 11. Wks. (1851) 54 A new and disdained sight. 

f 2 . Characterized by disdain ; disdainful, scorn- 
ful. Obs. rare. 

3596. Shaks. r Hen. IV, 1. iil 183 Reuenge the geering 
and disdain’d contempt Of this proud King. 

t Disdai’nedly, adv. Oh. rare. [f. prec. + 
-ly *.] Scornfully, disdainfully. 

*535 Coverdale i Sam. xvii. 10 , 1 haue spoken diszdanedly 
vnto the hoost of Israel. — Ps. xxx. 18 Which cruelly, 
diszdanedly & despitefully speake agaynst the rightuous. 

Bisdai'ner, [f. Disdain v . + -er 1 .] One 
who disdains ; a scorner, despiser. 

1580 Hollyband Treas. Fr. Tong , Mespriseitr , a dis- 
dayner. a. despiser. 1387 Golding De Momay ii. 22 To 
make his greatest disdainers , . confesse his arte, c 1630 
Trag. Rich . II. (1870) 49 The tooe, a disdayner or spurner. 

Disdainful (disd^'nful), a. [f. Disdain sb. 

+ -FUL.] 

1 . Full of or showing disdain; scornful, con- 
temptuous, proudly disregardful. 

a 1542 Wyatt Wauering Louer in Tot tells Misc. (Arb.) 
35 Vnder disdainful] brow. 1600 Shaks. A. Y.L. nu iv. 
53 The proud disdainfull Shepherdesse That was his Mis- 
tresse. 1663 Cowley Ode Restoration xii, Cast a disdainful 
look behind. 3730 Gray Elegy via, Nor [let] Grandeur 
hear with a disdainful smile The short and simple annals of 
the poor. 1849 Macaulay Hist. Eng. I. 322 They . .marched 
against the most renowned battalions of Europe with dis- 
dainful confidence. 

b. Const, inf or of 

3380 Lyly Euphues (Arb.) 446 They are. .not disdainfulle 
to conferre. 1613 Shaks. Hen. VIII, 11. iv. 123 Stubborne 
to Iustice .... Disdainfull to be tride by’t. 3746 Morell 
Oratorio * Judas Maccabeus', Disdainful of danger, we’ll 
rush on the foe. 3874 Green Short Hist. viii. § 5. 505 An 
administrator, disdainful of private ends. 
f 2 . Indignant, displeased; inimical. Obs. rare. 
1548 Hall Chron., Rich.I/I, 45b, The malicious attemptes 
and disdeynfull invencions of his envious adversaries. 3330 
Coverdale Spir. Perle xii. Wks. (Parker Soc.) I. 333 Vexed 
in his mind and disdainful that he is not so . . fortunate as 
other be. 

f 3 . That is the object of indignation, batefnl; 
that is the object of disdain. Obs. 

a 3347 Surrey YEneid it. 850 For I my yeres disdainfull 
to the Gods [invisus divis ] Have lingred fourth. 3386 Mar- 
lowe 1st Ft. Tamburl, iv. ii, Villain. . Fall prostrate on the 
low disdainful earth. 

Disdainfully (disd<?i*nfuli), adv. [f. prec. + 
-LY *.] In a disdainful manner ; with disdain ; 
scornfully, contemptuously; f with indignation. 

a 3533 Ld. Berners Gold. Bk. M. A urel. xiii. (R.), Ene- 
mies, that disdeinfully wold put theim vnder. 3348 Hall 
Chron., Hen. VI, 159 This proude byll, was both of the 
kyng, and his counsajll, disdainfully taken. x6o 6 Shaks. 
Tr. $ Cr. hi. lii. 53 Either greete him not, Or else disdain- 
fully. 3749 Fielding Tom Jones xyu. ii, You would not 
have so disdainfully called him fellow. 1838 Dickens Nick. 
Nick, xix, He smiled disdainfully and pointed to the door. 

Disdainfulness, [f. as prec. + -ness.] The 

quality of being disdainful. 

1348 Udall, etc. Erasm . Par. Luke vii. 37 (R.) With howe 
great stately disdeignfulnesse, and straunge countenance 
the Pharisiacall sort vsed to turne awai their faces from 
sinners. 3641^ ‘ Smectymnuus ' Vind. Answ. xv. 184 The 
extream disdainfulnesse that breaths in every page ana line. 
17x9 D’Urfey Fills IV. 113 Her Disdainfulness my Heart 
hath Cloven. 3856 R, A. Vaughan Mystics (i860) II. vnr. 
viii. 287 note, Should she leave her sting in the flower, if its 
juices are not to her taste, as man doth in his disdainfulness? 

Disdaining, vbl. sb. [f. Disdain v. + -ingI.] 
The action of the verb Disdain j the expression of 
disdain or scorn. 

1356 Aurelia $ I sab. (1608) B vj, That the sodain disdain- 
ing rendred him rigorouser. a 1631 Donne Dial. w. Sir 
H. Wotton (T.), Say her disdainings justly must be grac’d 
With name of chast. 1633 P. Fletcher Purple 1 st. x. 19 
In thy place is stept Disdaining vile, And Flatterie, base 
sonne of Need and Shame. 1722 Eliza Haywood Brit. 
Recluse 133 Her very Countenance discover’d the secret 
Disdainings of her Soul. 

Disdaining, ppl. a. [f. as prec. + -ing 2 .] 
That disdains ; disdainful, scornful. 

Hence Disdai'ningly adv. 

c 1483 Digby Myst. iv. 13S2 To be scornyd most deden- 
ynglye. 1519 Horman Vtilg. 116 He goeth statly, and 
disdaynyngly. t 6 xx Speed Hist. Gt. Brit, ix.iii. (1632) 462 
The Noble Helias disdainingly storming. 

t Disdainish, a. Oh. [f. Disdain sb. + 
-ish.] Inclined to be disdainful or scornful. Hence 
Bisdai nishly adv. 

1540 Hyrdf. tr. Vive s' Instr. Chr. Worn. 1. xii. (R.), Nor 
set her countenance, .disdainishly. 

t Bisdainous, a. Obs. Forms : a. 4 de- 
deignous, dedeynous ; £. 5 desdeynous ; 7. 
5-6 dys-, disdeinous, -deynous, -daynous, 6 
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dysdeignous, -danns, disdainous. [a. OF. des- 
deignos , -eus, -eux (12th c. in Hatz.-Darm.), =Pr. 
desdenhos, Sp. desdehoso , It. disdegnoso {sdegnoso) , 
a Com. Romanic adj. f. disdegno Disdain sb. ; see 
-ous.] 

1 , Full of or showing disdain ; disdainful, scorn- 
ful ; proud, haughty. 

c 1374 Chaucer Troyhts 11. 1168 (1217) (MS. Gg. 4. 27X 
Sche..gan hire herte onfetere Out of disdaynis [v. rr. dis- 
dainys, dis-, desdaynes, disdaynous, dis-, desdayns] prisoun. 
1377 Langl. P. PI. B. viii. 83 Who-so. .is nou^t dronkenlew 
ne dedeignous, dowel hym folweth. c 1400 Rom . Rose 74x2 
His looking was not disdeinous, Ne proud, but meeke, and 
ful pesible. 1413 Pilgr. Sowle (Caxton) ii. xlv. (1859) 51 
Prowde men, and desdeynous, that settyn att nought al 
other men. 1533 Star CJtamb. Proc. in Proc. Soc. Antiq. 
(1869) 321 With a hye and a dysdanus countynans, 3536 
Atirelio # I sab. (1608) Giv, It pleasethe you more to be 
towardes hus disdaingieux. a 1563 Cavendish L'anctor 
G. C. iii, in Wolsey, etc. (1825) II* 340 Ther disdaynous dis- 
pyghts and onnaturail debates. 

2 . Full of indignation ; indignant. 

C1430 Pilgr. LyfManhode rr. civ. (1869) 114 Myn herte 
so disdeynows therof j haue, that litel lakketh it ne bresteth 
on tweyne. 1331 Elyot Gov. ii. xii. (1883) 150 They, .began 
to murmure, and to cast a disdaynous and greuous loke 
upon Gysippus. 

t Bisdarnously, adv. Oh. [f. prec. + -ly 2.] 
Disdainfully, scorniully, haughtily. 

3494 Fabyan Chron. vrt. 563 He was dysdeynously an- 
sweryd. 1368 Grafton Chron. II. 113 The Magistrates . . 
did likewise vilipend and disdeynously mocke all that the 
Pope had there commaunded. 

Disdar, var. of Dizdar (Pers.), warden of a fort, 
t Disda*re, Oh. rare - 1 . [f. Dis- 6 or 7 a 
+ Dare.] trans. To strip of daring, cow, quell. 
1612 Sylvester tr. Mathieu's Henry the Great 450 Whose 
awfull frowne Dis-dared Vice. 

t Dis&ecerve, obs. [Dis- 6.] trans. To 
deliver from deception ; to undeceive. 

1622 Mabbe tr. Aleman's Guzman eTAlf. i. 8 His owne 
miserie doth dis-deceiue him.^ Ibid. i. 77 He that truely 
loves is deceiv’d with that which ought to dis-deceiue him. 
1647 Faringdon Serm. ii. 38 Goe to my palace in Silo and 
there learn to disdeceive yourselves. 1649 Earl Monm. tr. 
Senault's Use of Passions (1671) 295 Christian Religion . , 
hath not beemable to dis-deceive all Infidels. 

t Disdelfy, V' Obs. rare — x . [f. Dis- 6 + 
Deify.] trans. To deprive of deity ; cf. Disgod. 

1627-77 Fkltham Resolves r. xvi. 27 The Papists portray 
him as an old Man ; and by this means, dis-deifie him. 

Disdein(e, -deigne, -dene, -denije, deyn(e, 
obs. ff. Disdain. 

Disdenominationalize : see Dis- 6. 
Disdese'rve, v. nonce-wd. [Dis- 6.] trans. 
To do the reverse of deserving ; to deserve to lose ; 
= Demeritz'. 3. 

1668 Ld. Orrery State Lett . (1743) II. 347 Which though 
I cannot hope to merit, yet I am sure I will never disdeserve. 

t Bisdesrre, V. nonce-wd . [Dis- 6.] trans. 
To do the reverse of desiring; to desire to be 
without. 

3651 N. Bacon Disc. Govt. Eng. ii. xxxiv, They. . lived to 
dis-desire and unwish their former choice, by late repentance. 

t Disdete rmine, v. nonce-wd. [Dis- 6.] 
trans. To undo that which is determined, to annul. 

1633 N. Bacon Disc. Govt. Eng. n. xl. (1739) 376 Why 
that which is once by the Representative of the People 
determined . .should be dis-determined by ®ne or a few. 

il Bisdiaclasis (disdsiise-klasis). Optics, [mod. 
L., irreg. f. Gr. bis twice (in comb, regularly Si-, 
Di- 2 ) + SiafeXaats: see Diaclasis.] Double refrac- 
tion (Syd. Soc. Lex. 1883). 

Disdiaclast (disdai-aklsest). [ad. mod. L. dis- 
diaclast-tts adj. (see next.)] ‘ A term applied by 
Briicketo dark particles forming, by their apposi- 
tion on the same plane, the doubly-refracting disc, 
band, or layer of striated muscular tissue’ {Syd. 
Soc. Lex.). 

1867 J. Marshall Outlines Physiol. I. 53 The dark por- 
tions have been described as crystalline, and as being com- 
posed of minute doubly-refracting particles, named dis- 
diaclasts. 1876 Quain Elem. A nat. (ed. 8) II. 1x4 The 
doubly refracting parts of a muscular fibre have, been 
conceived by Brucke to be made up of an aggregation of 
minute doubly refracting particles, termed by him dis- 
diaclasts. 1877 Rosenthal Muscles 4- Nerves 102 At these 
points the disdiaclasts are probably arranged regularly and 
in large groups. 

Disdiacla'Stic, a. rare. [f. mod. L. disdia - 
clast-us doubly refracting (irreg. f. Or. Sts twice + 
*diaK\a<rr 6 $, vbl, adj, of Sia«Aaeiv to break in two) 
+ -ic.] Doubly refracting : applied to crystals ; 
also, of the nature of disdiaclasts. 

[3665 E. Bartholine {title » Experimenta Crystal! Islandici 
disdiaclasti]. 1670 Phil. Trans. V. 2044 From this peculiar 
and notable propriety of the double Refraction in this Island- 
stone, we have not scrupled to call it Dis-diaclastick. 

t Disdiapa-son. Mus. Oh. [a, L. disdia- 
pason , a. Gr. Sis Sid ttaaaiv * twice through all (the 
chords) a double octave in music ; see Diapa- 
son.] The interval of a double octave ; a fifteenth ; 
(in quot. 1760) the compass or range of notes in- 
cluded within the same. 

1609 Douland Omith . Microl. 21 Disdiapason, is an 
Internal! by a Fifteenth, occasioned .. by a quadruple pro- 
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portion. 165* X F[reake] Agrippa’s Occ. Philos . 259 Sol 
obtains the melody of the octave voice viz. Diapason; in 
like manner by fifteen Tones, a Disdiapason. 1760 Phil. 
Trans. LI. 702 The lyre . . took in the compass of a dis- 
diapason, or double octave. 1774 Burney Hist. Mus . 
(1780) I. i. 3 was the opinion of the ancients that this 
disdiapason or double octave was the greatest interval 
which could be received in melody. 

f Disdi'et. Obs rare . [f. Dis- 9 + Diet sb.] 

Improper or irregular diet or regimen of food. 

1576 N ewton Lemnie’s Complex. (1633) 81 Old age is, .not 
well able to beare out even the least disdyet that may bee. 
1619 Denison Heay. Banq. (1631) 268 If the patient after- 
wards distemper himselfe by disdyed. 

+ Bisdi gnify, v. Obs. rare. [Dis- 6.] trans. 
To deprive of dignity ; to dishonour. 

1625 Jackson Creed v. xxix. 286 They no way honour but 
. .disdignifie him in such solemnities. 

+ Disdo'mage. Obs. rare- 1 , [a. OF. desdom- 
mage (in Godef.) a sum paid to indemnify, f. des-, 
Dis- 4 + domntage Damage.] Indemnification. 

1502 Ord. Crysten Men (W. de W, 1506) iv. xxi. 227 By 
reason of dysdomage, as yf.. the lenner were in domage 
without fyccyon. 

+ Bisdou/bt, V. Obs . rare. [Dis- 5.] trans. 
To have adverse doubts about; to distrust, mis- 
trust, Misdoubt. 

<311656 Bp. Hall Soliloquies 55 The stamp is too well 
known to be disdoubted. 

Disdub : see Dis- 6. 

f Dise, dyse, decapitated form of adise, addis. 
Adze, the initial a being mistaken for the inde- 
finite article. 

<*1400 Gloss . in Pel. Ant. I, 8/x A sola, a dyse. c 1460 
J. Russell Bk. Nurture 112 Haue a gymlet, & a dise. 

Dise, obs. form of Dice; see Die jA 1 

Disease (dizrz), sb. Forms : 4 deses, deisese, 
disseease, dishese, 4-5 disese, -sese, desese, 
dysese, 5 disess,-cese,-ees(e,-seese,-easse,des- 
©sse, -eas, -eyce, dyses, -esse, -hese, -sese, -ase, 
-easse, -esse, -zese, -eysse, 5-6 dysease, -sease, 
Sc. diseis, 6 desease, disseyse, dysseasse, Sc. 
dises, 5- disease. [ME. di-, desese, a. AF. disease, 
desaese (Stat. Rich. II), OF. desaise , -ayse (14th c. 
in Godef.), f. des-, D.'S- 4 + aise Ease jA] 

f 1 . Absence of ease ; uneasiness, discomfort ; 
inconvenience, annoyance; disquiet, disturbance; 
trouble. Obs. 

In later use, generally with distinct reference to the etym. 
elements of the word : cf. Disease v. x. 

C1330 R. Brunne Chron. (1810) 166 Go and mak his pes, 
or he do ]>e more stoure, And )>ou to J>i deses may haf |?e 
frute and floure. 1388 Wyclif John xvi. 33 In the world 
3e schulen haue disese. _ c 1410 Love Bonavent, Mirr. 
xxvii, His disciples were in the see in grete disese. C1450 
Merlin 54 Thei shull haue grete dissese for lakke of water. 
a 1547 Surrey in Totten’s Misc. (Arb.) 22 Till thou know 
my hole disseyse my hart can haue no rest. 1615 Chapman 
Oayss. iv. 1088 Doth sleep thus seize Thy powers, affected 
with so much dis-ease ? 1623 Lisle JElfric on O. 4 N. 
Test. Ded. xxiii, Some grudge of old disease, Which will 
enforce us fortifie our townes. 

+ Tb. A cause of discomfort or distress; a trou- 
ble, an annoyance, a grievance. Obs. 

c 1386 Chaucer Nun’s Pr. Prol. 5 It is a greet disese, 
Where as men han been in greet weltbe and ese, To heeren 
of hire sodeyn fal. 1443 Past on Lett. No. 36 I. 49 Sende 
me a letter as hastely as ?e may, yf wrytyn be non dysesse 
to yow. a 1667 Jer. Taylor Semi. xxv, § 5 Wks. 1847-54 
IV. 641 The disemployed is a disease, and like a long sleep- 
less night to himself, and a load to his country. 1712 
Prideaux Direct. Ch.-wardens (ed. 4) 59 [It] is only for 
their own ease, and that must not be made a dis-ease to the 
rest of the Parish. 

t C. Molestation. To do disease to, to molest. 

C1400 Maundev. (Roxb.)xxi. 98 Nedders and o]?er veny- 
mous bestez of )?at cuntree duse na diseese to na straungers 
ne pilgrimes. c 1440 Ges/a Rom. n. xxvi. (1838) 353 The 
Emperour comaundede, that no man shulde dispone the 
ymages..ne to hem do no disease. 1493 Festivall (W. de 
W. 1515) 71 To praye for his enemys and them that, .dyde 
him dysease. 

2 . A condition of the body, or of some part or 
organ of the body, in which its functions are dis- 
turbed or deranged ; a morbid physical condition ; 
1 a departure from the state of health, especially 
when caused by structural change’ {Syd. Soc. Lex.). 
Also applied to a disordered condition in plants. 

(A gradual restriction of sense 1, in early use only contex- 
tual : cf. the similar use of ‘ trouble ’ in dialects.) 

a. gen. The condition of being (more or less 
seriously) out of health ; illness, sickness. 

1393 Gower Con f. III. 35 He was full of such disese, That 
he may nought the deth escape. a 1400-50 A lexander 
2549 He was fallen in a feuire . . pai . . said ilkane to othire: 
Be pis disese to ser Darie and his dukis knawen, He sail vs 
. . surely encounbre. 1555 Eden Decades Pref. to Rdr. (Arb.) 
53 Least thy disease become vncurable. 1727-46 Thomson 
Stimmer 1035 The dire power of pestilent disease. 1788 
Gibbon Decl. 4 F. 1 . (1846) V. 10 The legions of Augustus 
melted away in disease and lassitude. 1875 II. G. Wood 
Therap. (1879) 21 Disease often fortifies the system against 
the action of remedies. 1879 E. Garrett House by Works 
II. 42 Suppressing disease instead of curing it. 

^ b. An individual case or instance of such a con- 
dition ; an illness, ailment, malady, disorder. 

*526 Pilgr. Per f (W. de W. 1531) 38 Cured many diseases 
or sycknesses. 1552 Latimer Semi. f Rem. (1845) II. 67 
[The burial ground being within the city] be the occasion of 


much sickness and diseases. 1602 Shaks. Flam. iv. in. 9 
Diseases, desperate growne, By desperate appliance are re- 
leeued. 1671 Milton Samson 618 My griefs . . pain me As 
a lingering disease. 2765 A. Dickson Treat. Agric. viii. 
(ed. 2) 83 The diseases of plants we may possibly do some- 
thing to prevent, but we can do little to remove. 1847 
Emerson Repr. Men , Montaigne Wks. (Bohn) I. 343 To 
entertain you with the records of his disease. 

e. Any one of the various kinds of such condi- 
tions ; a species of disorder or ailment, exhibiting 
special symptoms or affecting a special organ. 

Often with defining words, indicating its nature, or derived 
from the name of a person who has suffered from it, or of 
the physician who first diagnosed it : e.g. Addison’s disease, 
a structural disease of the suprarenal capsules, resulting in 
ansemia and loss of strength, and commonly characterized 
by a brownish-olive discoloration of the skin (see Bronzed 
4) ; first described by Thomas Addison (1793-1860). Bad 
disease, foul disease , names for syphilis (Syd. Soc. Lex.), 
Blue disease, Bright’s disease, Fish-skin disease , Foot- 
and-mouth disease, French disease , Potato disease , etc. : 
see these words. 

1460-70 Bk. Quintessence 18 Cure quinte essence auri et 
perelarum heelith pese disesis. 1555 Eden Decades 230 
The disease of saynt lob whiche wee caule^ the frenche 
poxe. 1651 Hobbes Leviatk. n. xxix. 173 A Disease, which 
resembleth the Pleurisie. 5725 N. St. Andr£ in Land. 
Gaz. No. 6349/1 The . . Woman had the Foul Disease. 
1727-51 Chambers Cycl ., Diseases of plants . . Mildew, a 
kma of epidemical disease. 1799 Med. Jrnl. II. 183 The 
diseases of human teeth and bones. 1836 Penny Cycl. VI. 
93/2 Cabbages are subject to a peculiar disease . . called 
clubbing. 1885 Law Times LXXIX. 161/2 The mare was 
suffering from no catching disease. 

3 . fig. A deranged, depraved, or morbid condi- 
tion (of mind or disposition, of the affairs of a com- 
munity, etc.) ; an evil affection or tendency. 

1509 Hawes Past. Pleas, xvi. xlviii, A, a ! said.Counseyle, 
doubte ye never a dele, But your disease I shal by wysdome 
hele. _ 1597 Shaks. 2 Hen. IV, 1. ii. 138 It is the disease of 
not Listning, the malady of not Marking, that I am troubled 
withall. 1607 Rowlands Famous Hist. 57 Ambitious pride 
hath been my youths disease, a 1661 Fuller Worthies , 
Warzuicksh., Bad Latin was a catching disease in that age. 
1785 Frank UN Lett. Wks. 1840 VI. 526 The common 
causes of the smoking of chimneys . . the principles on which 
both the disease and the remedy depend. 1844 Emerson 
Led., New Eng. Ref. Wks. (Bohn) I. 266 The disease with 
which, the human mind now labours is want of faith. 

4 . Comb., as disease-germ, - maker ; disease-caus- 
ing, - resisting , - spreading , etc., adjs. 

1865 Tylor Early FI ist. Man. vi. 128 In the New H ebrides, 
there was a colony of disease-makers. 1883 Chamb. Jrnl. 
27 What is known . . in regard to the nature of disease- 
germs. 2886 Aihensemn 7 Aug. 178/1 The coffee tree is the 
patient, the fungus .. is the disease-causing agent. 1890 
Daily News 22 Oct. 5/4 The disease-resisting potatoes. 

Disease (dizrz), v . Forms: 4-5 dissese, 4-6 
disese, 5 disees(e, -esse, -sease, -sase, dysese, 
-esse, -sese, -sesse, desese, dessayse, desliese, 
Sc. diseese, 5-6 dys-, desease, 6 desesse, 7 dis- 
cease, 5- disease, [a. AF. *diseaser, -eeser, - aeser , 
for OF. desaaisier to deprive of ease, f. desaise sb., 
after aaisier , aiser to Ease.] 
f 1 . trans. To deprive of ease, make uneasy; to 
put to discomfort or inconvenience ; to trouble, 
annoy, incommode, molest. Obs. 

c 1340 Hampole Prose Tr. 41 Oliver for to put he fra thi 
meteorthi slepe..or for to di sesse any o)>er mane vnskil- 
fully. 1393 Gower Conf. II. 8 In parte ne was right inly 

f lad And eke in parte he was disesed. <21420 Hoccleve 
~)e Reg. Princ . 754 I t ruethe me, yf I have you disesede. 
1526 Tindale Mark v. 35 Thy doughter is deed: why 
deseasest thou the master eny further? 1554 Knox Godly 
Let. Aviij, He wold not disease hymself to heare a sermon. 
1638 Chillingw. Relig. Prot. 1. iv. § 19, 200 That I should 
disease myself or my Reader with a punctual examination 
of it, may seem superfluous. _ 1697 Congreve Mourn. Bride 
hi. iv, What racking cares dis-ease a monarch’s bed. 

To disturb (from quiet, rest, or sleep), Obs. 
c 1374 Chaucer Troylus m. 14x9 (1468) And sufferyst 
hire [}?e dawyng] to sone vp . . ryse ffor to disese loueris 
in hi s wyse. 1482 Monk of Evesham (Arb.) 34 Sum 
what troubulde and disesyd by the noyse of the couent 
when they went oute of the chirche. 1568 Jacob fy Esau 
1. i. in Hazl. Dodsley 1 1 . 191 We disease our tent and 
neighbours all With rising over early. cx6ix Chapman 
Iliad x. 45) Brother, hie thee to thy ships, and Idomen 
dis-ease, With warlike^Ajax. 1653 T. Bailey Fisher xxii. 
202 He was loath to disease him of his rest. 

2 . To bring into a morbid or unhealthy condition ; 
to cause illness, sickness, or disease in, to infect 
with disease. Usually in pa. pple. Diseased, q.v. 

1467 [see Diseased], 1496 Dives $ Paug. (\V. de W.) ix. 
vi. 354 He hurte his fote and dyseased all his bodye. _ 1577 
B. Googe FFeresbacEs Flush, iv. (1586) 191 Little children 
diseased with the dry cough. x888 J. Ellts New Christianity 
iv. 1x6 No other poison.. so perverts, diseases, pollutes and 
degrades a man . . as does alcohol. 

fig. a 1637 B. Jonson Eng. Gram. Pref., We free our Lan- 
guage . . from the opinion of Rudeness, and Barbarism, 
wherewith it is mistaken to he diseas’d, c 1680 Hickeringill 
Hist. Whiggism Wks. 1716 I. 143 Evil Ministers Disease the 
Common- wealth. 1865 Lecky Ration. (1878) II. 375 Those 
ghastly notions, .which, .diseased the imaginations. . of men. 
Hence t Diseasing vbl. sb. and pfl. a. (in sense 
1). Obs. 

1558 Forrest Grysilde Sec. (1875) 101 She was remoued, 
to more diseasinge. To a towne Cowemoulton. 1615 T. 
Adams Blacke Devill 30 A diseasing displeasing change to 
he banished into a mountainous desert. 2628 Wither 
Brit. Rememb. 111. 147 In those diseasings, I more joy 
received. 


Disease, obs. form of Decease. 

Diseased (dizz-zd), ppl. a. [f. prec. + -ed h] 
Affected with disease; in a disordered bodily con- 
dition. Now usually of the bodily organs or fluids : 
In an unhealthy or disordered state, infected. 

1467 Mann. <§• FFousek. Exp. 173, I hame deshesed in 
schweche weyse that I may nate ryde norre wel goo. 1540 
Act 32 Hen. VIII, c. 42 § 4 Diseasid personnes . . infected 
with the pestilence. x6xx Bible John vi. 2 His miracles 
which hee did on them that were diseased. x8ox Med. 
Jrnl. V. 113 The diseased heels of horses. 1842 Tennyson 
Voyage x, His eyes were dim: But ours he swore were all 
diseased. 1846 G. E. Day tr.. Simon’s A nim. Chem. II. 68 
The most striking changes in the diseased milk are the 
diminution of the solid constituents .. and the extraordinary 
increase of the salts. 

absol. 1542-3 Act 34-5 Hen. VIII , c. 8. § 1 Surgions.. 
mindinge .. nothing the profit or ease of the disesed or 
pacient. 1667 Milton P.L. x 1. 480 A Lazar-house it seemd, 
wherein were laid Numbers of all diseas’d. 

b. Characterized by disease ; f subject to disease 
(quot. 1651 ) ; pertaining to or symptomatic of 
disease ; morbid, unhealthy. 

1574 Hyi.l Conject. Weather i, Then shall follow a dis- 
eased yeare. 1651 tr. Bacon’s Life # Death 9 The Sheep 
is a diseased Creature; And rarely lives m his full age. 
1707 Floyer Physic. Pulse-Watch ii. 188 Diseas’d Pulses 
either exceed, or are deficienthi respect of the natural Pulse 
in Number. .Strength, Celerity. 1797 M. Baillie Morb. 
A nat. (1807) p. vii, When a person has become well acquainted 
with diseased appearances. 

c. fig. In a disordered or depraved condition (of 
mind, of affairs, etc.) ; pertaining to such a condi- 
tion, morbid. 

x6o8 T. James A pol '. Wyclif 69^ The faultes of the diseased 
Cleargie. x6xx Shaks. Wint. T. 1. ii. 297 Good my Lord, 
be cur’d Of this diseas’d Opinion. 1835 Lytton Rienzi 1. 
vi, The times are . . diseased, a 1859 Macaulay Hist. Eng. 
(t86i) V. X04 The divines whose business was to sooth his 
not less diseased mind. 

Hence Disaa sedly adv., Disea*sedness. 

1614 T. Adams Devils Banquet 157 All men [catch] their 
diseasedness by falling from their Christ. 1672 Baxter in 
Life J. A Heine (1838) I. 8 He laid not out his zeal dis- 
easedly. 1684 T. Burnet Th. Earth 11. 184 That state of 
indigency, and misery, and diseasedness, which we languish 
under at present. 1829 Southey in Q. Rev. XLI. 294 A 
nervous system already diseasedly susceptible. 

Disea'seful, a. [f. Disease sb. + -ful.] 

1 1. Fraught with discomfort, trouble, or annoy- 
ance ; troublesome. Obs. 

X388 Wyclif Gen, xxxix. xo The womman was diseseful 
to the 3ong waxynge man. — Jndg. xiv. 17 Sche was 
diseseful to hym. a 1626 Bacon Charge at Sess. of Verge 
(T.) It is both disgraceful to the king, and diseaseful to the 
people, if the ways near about be not fair and good. 

2. Full of or affected with disease; morbid, 
diseased. Now rare . 

1596 Spenser State Fret. (Globe) 646/2 His languishing 
sowle being disquieted by his diseaseful bodye. 1624 Donne 
Devot. (ed. 2) 261 This great hospital, this sick, this diseaseful 
world. 1889 Tennyson Happy ix. This coarse diseaseful 
creature [a leper]. 

b. Causing or tending to disease, unwholesome. 

1605 Timme Quersit. 1. xviii. 97 By the taking away of 
the diseasefull impurities. 1762 J. Warton Poems, Enthu- 
siast 82 Diseaseful dainties, riot and excess. 

Hence + Disea’sefulness, discomfort, uneasiness. 

X580 Sidney A rcadia hi. (1622) 300 The same consideration 
made them attend all diseasefulnesse. 

Disea*seless, a. rare. [f. Disease sb. + 
-less.] Free from disease. 

1653 W. Jenkyn Fun. Serm. (1654) 44 A strong, hayl, 
vigorous, diseaselesse old age. 

t Disea’sely*, a. Obs. [f. Disease sb. + -ly L] 
Affected with disease or sickness. 

£•1400 Test. Love in. in Chaucer’s Wks. (1542) 3263/2 
A disesely habitacion letteth y d witte many thynges, & 
namely in sorowe. 

Disea-sement. [f. Disease zv+-ment.] 

+ 1. The action of depriving, or condition of being 
deprived, of ease ; uneasiness, discomfort. Obs. 

a 1617 Bayne On Eph. (1658) 24 Men will content them- 
selves with sorry lodgings ana pass bv little diseasements. 
1664 H. More Myst. Iniq. xvi. x;2 With his back resting 
on that bar, to his unspeakable diseasement. x668 — Div. 
Dial. v. xiv. (1713) 456 The State of Vice and Sin is a state 
of Diseasement and Unnaturalness. 

2. The condition of being affected with disease ; 
ailment, nonce-use. 

1826 Lamb Lett. (1888) II. 149 You’ll he lost in a maze of 
remedies for a labyrinth of diseasements. 

t Bisea*sify, V. Obs. rare . [f. next + -FY.J To 
cause disease. Hence Disea’ sifying ppl. a. 

1662 T. Chandler Van Helmont's Oriat. 181 In an 
Erisipelas . . the vitall Spirit being incensed, and as it were 
provoked to anger by the diseasifying cause, waxeth ex- 
ceeding hot. Ibid. 238. 

t Disea-sy, a. Obs. [prob. a. AF. disaisl , 
-eesd = OF. desaaisie, pa. pple. of desaaisier to 
Disease : but possibly an English formation from 
disease, after easy.] 

1. Marked by or causing discomfort or trouble ; 
annoying, troublesome. 

1387 Trevisa Fligden (Rolls) VII. xrx Canute wente unto 
Denmark, ledynge Englisshe men wib hym a5enst J>e 
Wandales, J>at war disesy [infest as] unto hym. c 1440 Gesfa 
Rom. viiL 22 (Harl. MS.), Strait and disesy is \>e wey 
ledith to life. 1483 Calk. Angl. 97/1 Desesy, nocuus. 
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2 . Affected with, pertaining to, or producing 
disease ; diseased, unhealthy, morbid. 

C1450 Loneuch Grail liv. 19 A 1 deseysy & fill syk he 
wente. 1603 Holland Plutarch's Mar. I, m. 238 (L.) Like 
diseasy, sharp choler. 1674 R. Godfrey Inf. # Ab. Physic 
03 Nature who before was weak, and admitted the Diseasy 
Faex, will again expell it. 

Hence t Disea siBess Obs., morbid quality or 
elements. 

1674 R. Godfrey Inf. Ah. Physic 126 Upon sight of a 
full Close-stool and imagining all diseasiness m it. 

■j- Di|Se*et, v . Obs. [irreg. £ Di- 1 4- L. sect* ppl. 
stem of secare to cut : cf. dissect.] trans. To cut 
asunder, to separate by cutting. 

1674 Jeake Arith. 1x696* 22 As if in the former Example, 8 
should be disected into 2.2,2 2. Ibid. 41 Expressed, .by two 
termes. .disected as it were the one from, the other. 

Disedge (disc'd^), v . [f. Dis- 7 a + Edge sbf] 
trans . To take the edge off ; to deprive of its sharp- 
ness ; to blunt, dull. Hence Dise*dged ppl. a. 

x6xx Shaks. Cynth. m. iv. 96 When thou shatt be disedg’d 
by her, That now thou tyrest on. 1647 Ward Simp. C abler 
77, I hold him prudent, that in these fastidious times, will 
helpe disedged appetites with convenient condiments. 1859 
Tennyson Idylls , Enid 1038 Served a little to disedge The 
sharpness of that pain. 

Disedifieation, (dise^difik^-JVm) . [n. of action 
from Disedify : cf. edify , edification .] The a ction 
of disedifying ; the reverse of edification ; the 
weakening of faith or devotion. 

1664 H. Moke Myst. Iniq. xvii. 62 The dedicating of an 
unknown Tongue to their Pubfick Prayers .. to the great 
disedifieation of the People. 1836 Cdl. Wiseman Led. 
Caih. Ch. (1847) II. 74 The scandal and disedifieation com- 
mitted before the Church. 1872 Con temp. Rex'. XX. 725 
That unhappy system, of concealing truths which are sup- 
posed to tend to disedifieation. 

Disedify (dise-difoi), v. [f. Bis- 6 4- Edify.] 
trans. To do the reverse of edifying ; to shock or 
weaken the piety or religious sense of. 

1526 Pilgr. Per/. (W. de W. 1531) 58 Let euery thynge 
that is done or spoken euer edyfye the, & no thynge to dis- 
edyfye the. . a 1684. Leighton Comm, x Pet. v. .5 Were it 
not for disedifying his brethren he would rather disguise and 
hide not only other things by humility but even humility 
itself. 1844 C. E. A. Yng. Communicants (1848) 21 The 
party of visitors . . were much surprised and disedified by 
this scene in a convent school. 

Hence Dise*difying ppl. a that disedifies, or 
weakens faith or devotion. 

x844LrNGARD Angla*S ax. Ck. (1858) I. iti. 97 [A] person of 
light or disedifying deportment. 1874 Posey Lent. Scrrn. 
285 Gloominess is very disedifying, disennobling, paralysing. 
1894 J. T. Fowler Adamnan Pref. 11 Colgan has sum- 1 
marked it, omitting * disedifying* passages. 

DisecLucate (dise*di«k<?-t), v . [f. Bis- 6 4- 
Educate.] trans . To undo or pervert the educa- 
tion of. 

1886 Lowell Gray Lit. Ess. (1891) 14 Educated at Eton 
and diseducated as he [Gray] seemed to think, at Cam- 
bridge. 1887 Q. Rev. Oct. 274 The change of institutions 
educates or diseducates men to think. 

Disees(e, diseis, obs. ff. Decease, Disease. 
t DisefFe'ct, V. Obs. rare — 1 , [f. Bis- 6 or 7 

4- Effect v. or '$&] trans. To divest of an 

effect. ' ■ 

16*3 Tourneur Death Pr. Henrie 28 Nothing had the 
might To diseffect his actions of delight; No, nor his suf- 
ferings. 

Diselder, v . : see Bis- 7 b. 

Diselectrify (dis/le-ktrifai), v. [f. Bis- 6 + 
Electrify,] trans. To undo the electrified con- 
dition of ; to render non-electric. 

1876 Sir W. Thomson Pap. Lect.ft 889) 1 . 437 Moist cotton 
thread will gradually diselectrify it. x88x Philad Rec. No. 
3473. 6 A method of diselectrilymg dry wool, .and alpaca. 

Hence Disele^ctrifica'tkm, the action or process 
of diselectrifying. 

1895 A thenceum 30 Mar. 412/r Royal Society . , The follow- 
ing papers were read .. ‘ The Disefectrification of Air ’, by 
Lord Kelvin and Messrs. M. McClean and A. Galt. 

f Dis-eTement, v . Obs. [f. Bis- 70 + Ele- 
ment.] trans. To put (anything) out of its ele- 
ment; to remove from its proper sphere of activity. 

1612 W. Pa rices Curiaine-Dr. (1876) 56 It cannot indure 
to lie naked no more then the fish dis-elemen ted on the 
shore. 1654 Whitlock Zootomia 449 How* doth this fifth 
Element [i.e. detraction] dis-element all the other foure ? 
1727 Philip Quarll (1754) 184 A vast Number of which had, 
by the Wind, been dxs-elemented. 

Diselenide (doi|Se*lensid), etc., Chem . : see 
Bl- 2 2 and Selenide, etc. 

1877 Watts Did. Chem. V. 822 The diselenide or stannic 
selenide, Sn Se*. x88x Ibid. VIII. 1787 A quantity of acid 
sufficient for the formation of a diselenite. 1884 Humpidge 
tr. Kolbe's Inorg.Ckejn. 179 Diselenium dichloride, Sea Cl 2, 
is prepared in precisely the same manner as disulphur di- 
ch/oride, which it closely resembles. ■ 

Disera- : see Disen-. 

Dis embalm, v. rare- 1 . [Dis- -6.] trans. 
To undo the embalming of. 

1858 O. W. Holmes Aut. Break/. -t. (1883) 53 The disem- 
bal ming and unbandaging of. .literary mummies. 

Dis emba*rgo, w. [f. Bis- 7 c + Embargo.] 
trans. To release from embargo. 

1877 Times 15 Mar. 5/6 General Urquiza .. successfully 
besieged ... Buenos Ayres, and then disembargoed Rosa's 
property. 


Disembark (disembark), it. Also 6-7 -em*, 
-imbarque. [a. F. discmbarqtte-r (1564 in Hatz.- 
Darm.), or ad. 1 1 . disimbarcare, or Sp. desembarcar ; 
f. des-. Bis- 4 + the Common Rom. vb. imbarcare, 
embarcar , F. embarquer to Embark. Cf. Debark.] 

1 , trans. To put ashore from a ship ; to land. 

1582 N, Lichefield tr. Cast anheda's Conq. E.Ind. ii. 7 h, 

When ours were disimbarked and landed. 1591 Shaks. 
Tim Gent. n. iv. 187 , 1 must vnto the Road, to dk-embarque 
Some necessaries. 1653 H. Cogan tr. Pinto's Trav. xvi. 53, 
I will not counsel you to disimbarque your goods on land. 
1838 Murray's Hand Bk. N. Germ. 293 To allow steam- 
boats to. .embark and disembark their passengers at once. 

trans. 1853 R. S, Surtees Sponge's Sp. Tour (1893) 76 
Away went the train ; and the. .railway staff . . returned to 
disembark the horses, 
tb. refi. ~2. Obs. 

1382 N. Lichefield tr . Cast anheda's Conq. E. Ind. 79 
Until!.. y° Captaine general! did disimbarke himselfe a 
lande. 1633. H, Cogan tr. Pinto's Treat, viii. 24 Until our 
arrival at Malaca, where dis-imbarquing my self, the first 
thing I did was to go to the Fortress. 

2 . intr. To go on shore from a ship ; to land. 
1582 N. Lichefield tr. Cast anheda's Conq. E. I nd. ii. 6 b, 

The Generali being disimbarked and come to land. 1600 
E. Blount tr. Conestaggio 28 Yet did he stay eight daies in 
the Port, and never disimbarked. 1659 Harris Parival's 
Iron Age 323 The Commander had leisure to disimbark and 
enter the Town. 1791 Cowper Odyss. Hr. 15 The Ithacans 
Push’d right ashore, and . . disembark’d. 1859 Tennyson 
Merlin <$* V. 200 Touching Breton Sands, they disembark’d. 
Hence Disemba rking vbl. sb. 

1611 Cotgr., Desembarquement, a disembarking. 1632 
J. Hayward tr. Biohdi's Eromena 144 Pie ranne hastily to 
the shore to hinder their disembarking. 1653 H. CoGAN tr. 
Pinto's Trav. ix. 27 To impeach the Enemies dis-im- 
barquing. attrib. 1895 Daily News 9 Feb. 8/4 Special 
Continental embarking and disembarking water stations. 

Disembarka tion, [f. Disembark v. f after 
embark \ -at ion.] The action of disembarking. 

a 1776 Goldsm. Nat. Hist. (1790) III. xx viii. (Jod.) No 
proper measures were yet consulted for their disembark- 
ation. 1808 Convent. Evac. Portugal § 20 in Napier 
Penins. War (1828) 1 . App. p. xliii, On the disembarkation 
of the French troops in their own country. 1855 Macaulay 
Hist. Eng. III. 651 Tourville determined to try what effect 
would be produced by a disembarkation. 

t DisembaTkment. Obs. [a. F. disembar- 
quement (1564 in fIatz.-Darm.), f. ddsembarquer 
to Disembark : see - ment.] =prec. 

1598 Barret Theor. Warres v. i. 122 The disembarkment 
should haue beene betwixt the city and . . Castle. 1639 B. 
Harris Parival's Iron Age 97 The EngHshT'leet made a 
descent or disembarkment m the Isle of Ree in. .July 1627. 

Disembarrass (disembse-ras), v. [f. Bis- 6 
+ Embarrass v. : prob, after F. disembarrasse-r 
‘ to vnpester, disintangle, lid from intricatenesse, 
or troubles ’ (Cotgr.). Cf. also Debarrass.] trans. 
To free from embarrassment, encumbrance, compli- 
cation, or intricacy ; to rid; to relieve ; cf. Embar- 
rass. 

2726 Berkeley Let. to Prior 6 Feb., I hope . . that you 
will have disembarrassed yourself of all sort of business that 
may detain you here. 1727 Bradley Fam. Did. s. v. Com, 
They steep the Com . . for three Days, that it may swell up, 
and that the Germes may open, dilate, and be disembar- 
rassed, xqpyx Smollett Per. Pic. (1779) II. lxiii. 207 As- 
sistance, .in disembarassing him from the disagreeable con- 
sequences of his fear. 1820 Scott Abbot i, When he had 
disembarassed the little plaything [a boat] from the flags in 
which it was entangled. 1877 E. R. Conder Bas. Faith] i; 
63 We may at once disembarrass ourselves of those formid- 
able terms — ‘absolute* and ‘unconditioned’. 

b. To disentangle (one thing from another). 

1742 Warburton Comm. Pope's Ess. Man 11. 197 Though 
it be difficult to distinguish genuine virtue from spurious 
.. yet they may be disemharrased. 1864 J. G, Nichols in 
Herald $ Genealogist II. 458 One of the earliest results 
. . is to disembarrass the biography of Serlo .. from that of 
another monk of the same name. 

Hence Bisemba’rrassed ppl. a., unhampered. 

_ 1741 Betterton [Oldys] Eng. Stage vi. 109 By pronounc- 
ing it trippingly on the. Tongue, he means a clear and dis- 
embarrass’d Pronunciation. 

Disembarrassment, ff. Disembarrass v. 
+ -ment, after embarrass , -ment.] The action of 
disembarrassing or fact of being disembarrassed; 
freedom from embarrassment. 

1818 in Todd. 1821 Coleridge Lett. Convers. etc. I. xv. 
163 The pleasure I anticipate from disembarrassment. 186a 
Merivale Rom. Emp. (1871) Y. xli. 78^ The disembarrass- 
ment of the limbs, the elasticity of the circulation. 

Disembattle (disemb^-t’l), V. rare . [f. Dis- 
6 + Embattle vX] trans. To deprive of battle- 
ments, make no longer embattled. Hence Disem- 
ba*ttled ppl. a. 

1873 H. James Transatlantic Sketches 9 It is the 
gentlest and least offensive of ramparts.. without a frown 
or menace in all its disembattled stretch. 

t Dis embay I disera b^*) ? V. Obs. [f. Dis- 6 
+ Embay ??.] trans. To bring out of a bay. 

1651 Sherburne Poems, Forsaken Lydia (T.), The fair 
inamorata who from far Had spy’d the ship .. now quite 
disembay’d, H er cabl es coiled, and her anchors Weigh’d. 

Disembed (disembe-d) , v. [f. Dis- 6 + Embed.] 
trans. To liberate ('something embedded). 

1885 Leeds Mercury 10 Dec. 4/4 A train is snowed up 
near Fraserburgh, and there was no hope last evening of 
being able to disembed it. 1893 Daily News 16 Dec. 5/3 
There were 200,000 blocks of stone to be disembedded. 


Disembellisb. (disembedif), v. ' {f. Bis- 6 +- 
Embellish ; app. after F. desembelliss- extended 
stem of desenihellir [Cotgr. \] trans. To deprive 
of embellishment or adornment. 

2611 Cotgr., Dese?nbetlir, to disimbellish, disfigure. 1624 
Quarles Sion’s Sonn. i. 5 What if Afflictions doe dis-embel- 
lish My naturall glorie? 1831 Carlyle Sort. Res. 1. x. 
(1858) 41 Weep not that the reign of wonder is done, and 
God’s.world all disembel fished and prosaic. 1873 Browning 
Aristoph. A pot. 13T Embellish fact? This bard may disein.- 
bellish yet ; improve ! 

Bisembl'tter, V. rar [Dis- 6 .] trans . 
To undo the embittering of, to free from bitterness. 

1622 [See Dissweeten], 1716 Addison Freeholder {ft) Such 
innocent' amusements as may disembitter the minds of men. 

Disenable, obs. form cf Dissemble. 
Disemboca'tion. rare— 1 , [f. Sp. desemboedr 
to Disembogue ; see -ation.] The action of dis- 
emboguing. 

1846 Ford Gatherings pr. Spain Hi. 24 The . . water . , is 
carried off at once in violent floods, rather than in a gentle 
gradual disembocation. 

Disembodied (disembp'did), ppl. a. [f. Dis- 

embody + -ed L] 

1 . Divested (as a spirit) of a body ; freed from 
that in which it has been embodied. 

; 1742 Young Nt. Th. 111. 452 The disembocly'd power. 1796 
Morse A?ner. Geog. I. 135 The disembodied spirit does not 
enter dancing into the Elysian fields. 1835 Thirlwall 
Greece I. vi. 197 Orion .. chasing the disembodied beasts, 
which he had "killed on the mountains, over the asphode 
meadow. 1872 Longf. Michael Angelo 11. ii. 10 Sudden as 
inspirations, are the whispers Of disembodied spirits. 

2 . Discharged from military incorporation. 

188a Pebody Eng. Journalism xxiii. 180 He owned the .. 
uniform he wore to he that of the late disembodied ‘ militia’. 

Disembodiment (disembodiment), [f. next 
4- -ment.] The action of disembodying : a. Sepa- 
ration (of a spirit) from the body. b. Disbanding 
(of a body of soldiers). 

i860 tr. 7 deck’s Old Man 0/ Motmtain (L.), A rapid and 
noisy disembodiment of souls and spirits now followed. 
1871 Daily Nexus 7 Sept., The militia as a whole have much 
to learn .. but.. they will learn much before the time comes 
for their disembodiment. 1884 Ch. Times 29 Aug. 631 Dis- 
embodiment is a death out of manhood. 

Disembody (disembp*di), v. [f. Bis- 6 4* 

Embody.] 

1 . irons. To separate (a soul) from the body; to 
deliver or free (anything) from the form in which 
it is embodied. 

1714 Addison Sped. No. 571 p 9 Our souls, when they are 
disembodied . . will . . be always sensible of. the divine pre- 
sence. 1873 Symonds Grk. Poets x. 339 Disembodying the 
sentiments which were incarnated in simple images. 1877 
Sparrow Serm. xiv. 186 So attuned was his [Enoch’s] soul 
to heavenly things that it was not thought fit to disem- 
body it. . . ’ 

2 . To discharge from military embodiment, as 
in the case of the militia at the close of each 
annual period of training. 

1762 Act 2 Geo. Illy c. 20 (T.) If the same [corps] shall be 
embodied, then, within two months after, it shall be dis- 
embodied, and returned to the respective counties. 1769 
Lloyds Evening Post 27-30 Oct. 4x3/3 On Friday the 
Hertfordshire Militia were disembodied at St. Alban's. 

Disembogue (disemb^*g), v. Forms : 6 des- 
emboque, o-f disena-, -im.boq.ti©, 7 disem-, 
disim-, -boke, -hoake, -bog©, dissemboque, 
7~8 disimbogue, dissembogue, 6- disembogue. 
[In 6 disemhoqzte, ad. Sp. desemboc-ar ‘ to come out 
of the mouth of a river or hauen * (Minsheu 1599): 
£ des-y Dis- 4 4 - embocar ‘to runne as the sea into 
a creeke or narrow riuer * (ibid.) ; £ en in 4 * boca 
mouth: cf. F. emboucher, and see Embogue.] 
f 1 . intr. To come out of the mouth of a river, 
strait, etc. into the open sea. Obs. 

3595 Maynarde Drake's Voy. (Hakl. Soc.) 20 Sir Thomas 
Baskervile . . talked with such as bee hearde intended to 
quite companie before they were disembogued. *596 
Raleigh Discov. Gviana*8 He was inforced to desembogue 
at the mouth of the said Amazones. 16x3 Voy. Guiana in 
Hart. Misc. (Main.) III. 203 We disembogued through the 
broken islands on the north side of Anguilla. 1633 T. 
Stafford Pac. Hib. viii. (1821) 318 Neither could they 
disimboge from thence without an Easterly winde. 
t b. trans. with the strait, etc. as object. Obs. 
1622 R. Hawkins Voy. S. Sea (1847) 117 Another channell, 
by which a man may disemboake the straite. Ibid. 128 
We set sayle once again e, in hope to disemboke the straite ; 
but. .before we came to the mouth of it, the wind changed. 

2 . intr. Of a river, lake, etc. : To flow out at the 
mouth ; to discharge or empty itself; to flow 
into. ; 

1598 Hakluyt Voy. 1 . 104 The riuer of Volga, .xssueth from 
.the North part of Bulgaria, .and. .disimboqueth into a cer- 
tain lake. x66x %Ym.vri Fumi/ugimnM\j:.^nt. (1805) «. 
233 As far as any fresh waters are found disemboguing into 
the Thames. 1774 Goldsm. Nat. Hist. (1862) I, xiv. 7s 
The Danube disembogues into the Euxine by seven mouths, 
1871 Browning Hervi Riel vi, ’Twixt the offing here and 
Grave where the river disembogues, ■ : ' i 

3 . fig. and transf. To come forth as from a river’s 
mouth; to emerge ; to discharge itself as a river. 

1619 Fletcher M. 1 'kamas m. i, Those damn’d souls 
must disembogue again. 1670 Moral State Eng. 134 With 
that one of the Company disembogueth. 1823 DeQuincey 
Lett. Educ, Hi. (i860) 49 The presses of Europe are still 
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disemboguing into the ocean of literature. 1868 G. Duff 
Pol Sun>. 222 Hungry as wolves, swift and sudden as a 
torrent from the mountains, they disembogued. 

4 . trans. Of a river, lake, etc. : To discharge 01 
pour forth (its waters) at the mouth ; rejl. to dis- 
charge or empty itself. 

1610 Holland Camden's Brit. 11 . 10 [The Tweed] passeth 
under Berwick . , and so disembogeth it selfe into the Sea. 
1686 Plot Staffordsh. The immense quantities of water 
that are disembogued into the Sea by all the Rivers. 27x5- 
ao Pope Iliad xvn. 31 1 Where some swoln river dissem- 
bogues his waves. 1829 Southey Inscriptions xlv, Where 
wild Parana disembogues A sea-like stream. 1840 De 
Quincey Essenes Wks. X. 272 A great river, .disemboguing 
itself into main ocean. 

b. fig. and transf. To discharge, pour forth; to 
empty by pouring forth the contents. 

a 163s Naunton Fra gm. Reg. (Arb.) 13 She was ..of a 
most Noble and Royall extract by Her F ather. .for on that 
side there was disinibogued into her veines .. the very 
abstract of all the greatest houses in Christendome. 2687 
Drydkn Hind 4* F. 11. 562 Whom, when their home-bred 
honesty is lost, We disembogue on some far Indian coast. 
1765 Falconer Demagogue j^ox Methinks I hear the bellow- 
ing demagogue Dumb-sounding declamations disembogue. 
1837 Carlyle Fr. Rev. I. v, ii, Paris disembogues itself .. 
to witness, with grim looks, the Seance Roy ale. 

dbsol. 1742 Young Nt. Th. in. 220 Volcano’s bellow ere 
they disembogue. 

f c. To dislodge by force, to drive out. Ohs. 

1623 Fletcher & Shirley Nt. Walker v, If I get in 
adoors, not the power o’ th’ countrey .. shall disembogue 
me. 1632 Massinger Maid of Hon. 11, ii, Conduct me to 
The lady of the mansion, or my poniard Shall disembogue 
thy soul. Syl. O terrible ! disembogue ! 

Hence Disembcrgued ppl. a ., furnished with 
ready outlet. 

1669 Address hopeful Vug. Gentry Eng. 91 Wit .. needs 
[not] to call a Deity down upon the stage, to make its way 
open and disembogued. 

t Disembo gue, sb. Ohs. [f. the vb.] The 
place where a river disembogues ; the mouth. 

1626 Capt. Smith Accid. Yng. Seamen 18 [Tearmes for 
the Sea] Disimboage, a gulph, the froth of the sea. 1689 
G. Harvey Curing Dis. by Expect, xii. 79 Hammersmith- 
water . . being too near the disimbogue of the Thames. 

Disembo-guement. [f. as prec. + -ment.] 
The action or place of disemboguing. 

a 1828 Mease cited in Webster. 1851 S. Judd Margaret ir. 
11.(1871) 198 Neither rock nor night, inundation or ultimate 
disemboguement, disturbed my little joyous babble. 1862 
Borrow Wild Wales III. 286 Aber. .is the disemboguement, 
and wherever a place commences with Aber, there . . does a 
river flow into the sea, or a brook . . into a river. 

Disemboguing, vbl. sb. [f. as prec. -f-iNGh] 
The action of the verb Disembogue ; the place 
where a river, etc. disembogues. 

1603 Camden Rem. (1637 ) 312 At the disemboging, or 
inlet thereof. 1*1642 Sir W. Monson Naval Tracts 1. 
(1704) 191/2 Their disimboguing in the Indies. 1698 Froger 
Voy. Pref. A iv, Reforming the Charts . . of the disembogu- 
ings of the Isles of Antilles. 1799 W. Tooke View Russian 
Enip. 1. 160 From its origin to its disemboguing into the 
Qby. # 1856 Miss Mulock J. Halifax 399 In its disem- 
boguing of its contents. 

Disembo*guing, ppl. a. [f. as prec. -f -ING 2 .] 
That disembogues or discharges its waters. 

1725 Pope Odyss. iv. 480 The deep roar of disemboguing 
Nile. 1728 — Dune. 11. 259 To where Fleet-ditch with 
disemboguing streams. Rolls the large tribute of dead dogs 
to Thames. 

t Bisembo’gtire. Obs.rare. [f. as prec. + 
-ure.] The place where a river, etc. disembogues. 

1653 Holcroft Procopius iv. 122 The Natives call this 
disembogure, Tanais, which reaches from Masotis to the 
Euxine. 

Disembcsom, v. [f. Drs- 6 + Embosom.] 

trans. To cast out or separate from the bosom; 
to disclose, reveal. (Cf. Disbosom.) 

1742 Young Nt. Th. ix. 2350 He .. Who, disembosom’d 
from the Father, bows The heav'n of heav’ns, to kiss the 
distant earth ! 1878 Browning La Saisiaz 21 Throb of 
heart, beneath which . . Treasure oft was disembosomed. 

b. rejl. and intr. To disclose what is in one’s 
bosom, unburden oneself. 

*767 B abler I. 226 Miss Lambton . . thought it best to dis- 
embosom herself entirely, and thus \vent on. 1858 Sat. Rev. 
VI. 73/1 The irresistible desire to disembosom oneself had its 
way. 1884 Stevenson in Longm. Mag. IV. 80 What manner 
of man this was to whom we disembosomed. 

Hence Disembo’soming vbl. sb. 

1836 F. Mahoney Rel. Father Front (1859) 75 In the 
disembosomings of feeling and the perennial flow of soul. 

Disembowel, V. [f. Dis- 6 + Embowel v. (in 
sense 3) ; but in sense i app. only an intensive of 
Disbowel.] 

1. trans. To remove the bowels or entrails of; 
to eviscerate ; also, to rip up so as to cause the 
bowels to protrade. 

1613-8 Daniel Coll. Hist. Eng. (1626) 124 The Kings 
Physition disimbowelled his body. 1772-84 Cook Voy. VI. 
ni. i. (R.) Soon after their death, they are disembowelled, 
by drawing the intestines and other viscera out. 1872 Baker 
Nile Tribut. x. 150 The infuriated animal disembowelled 
him before his sons eyes. 1875 J. Curtis Hist. Eng. 148 
While yet alive, he was.. disembowelled and quartered, 
b. transf and fig. 

1603 [see . Disembowelling below]. , 1742 Young Nt. Th. 
vi. 797 Earth's disembowel’d ! measur’d are the Skies l 
1870 Spurgeon Treas. Dav. Ps. 1. 17 They disembowel 
texts of their plain meanings. ■ 
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2. To take out of the bowels. (Gf. Embowel 
3-) ‘ „ 

1703 J. Philips Splendid Shilling 78 So her disembowell d 
web Arachne in a hall or kitchen spreads, Obvious to 
vagrant flies. 

Hence Bisembo ’welled ppl. a ., Disembo'weX- 
ling vbl. sb. and ppl. a . ; also Bisembo’welment, 
the act of disembowelling. 

2603 Florio Montaigne 1. xxv. (1632) 83 High swelling 
and heaven-dlsimbowelling words. 1727-46 Thomson Sum- 
mer 778 Cataracts that sweep From disembowelled Earth 
the virgin gold. 2746 W. Horsley Fool (1748) I. 77 No. 11 
1 The Ripping up and Disembowelling of the dead Bodies. 
1826 Scott Woodst. xxix, The disembowelling of the deer. 
1875 Contemp. Rev. XXV. 262 The city is for ever under- 
going disembowelment. 

Disembow er, v. [f. Dis- 6 4- Embower.] 
trans. To remove or set free from a bower. 

1856 Bryant Poems , Ages xxxii, Streams numberless, that 
many a fountain feeds. Shine, disembowered. 

t Disembra’ce, v. Obs . [f. Dis- 6 + Em- 
brace v.] trans. a. To refrain or withdraw from 
embracing, b. To undo embracing or the embraces 
of anything. Hence Disembra cin.g’ ppl a . ; also 
Bisembra’cement, the act of disembracing. 

1638 Vik\xvL Lucian (1664) 187 They bedust one another, 
to hinder dis-imbracements . . and by drying his body, to 
strengthen his hold on his adversary. 3641 J. Sherman 
Grk. in Temple 21 The teacher of the Gentiles instructeth 
us Christians not to disembrace goodness in any, nor truth 
in any. 1775 S. J. Pratt Liberal Opin. (1783) 1. 192 Torn 
away by the disembracing grasp of death. 

t Bisembra ngle, v. Obs. [f. Dis- 6 + Em- 
brangle.] trans. To free from embranglement 
or complication ; to disentangle. 

1726 Berkeley Let. to Prior 19 July Wks. 1871 IV. 130 
The difficulty of disembrangling our affairs with Partinton. 
Ibid. 12 Nov. 137 For God's sake disembrangle these 
matters, that I may once beat ease to mind my other affairs. 

Disembroi 1, v. [f. Dis- 6 ■+■ Embroil ; cf. 
Sp. desembrollar (Minsheu) ; also 16th c. E. des- 
brouilleri] trans. T o free from embroilment or con- 
fusion ; to extricate from confusion or perplexity, 
to disentangle. 

^ 1622 Mabbe tr. Aleman's Guzman d'A If. ii. 137 To dis- 
imbroyle our selues of this troublesome businesse. 1681 Char, 
lllustr. Court- Favourite 16 The knowledg of things past 
. .That Light which disembroils the intrigues of the Court. 
1741 Warburton Div. Legat. 1 1 . 142 To disembroil a Subject 
that seems to have perplexed even Antiquity. 2830 Mac- 
kintosh Eth. Philos. Wks. 1846 I. 72 It is little wonderful 
that Cumberland should not have disembroiled this ancient 
and established confusion. 1868 Browning Ring 4- Bk. vi. 
22 Let him but decently disembroil himself, Scramble from 
out the scrape. 

t Disembrtrfce, V. Obs. [Dis- 6.] trans. To 
deliver from an embruted or brutalized condition ; 
to debrutalize. 

1767 H. Brooke Fool ofQual.{iZsq) 1. 71 (D.) Of a numerous 
people he [Peter the Great] disembruted every one except 
himself. 

Disembu'rden, -birrtlxen, v. [See Disen-, 
Disem-, and Burden v.] = Disburden. Hence 
Disembirrdening vbl. sb. 

1790-2810 Combe Devil upon Two Sticks (1817) VI. 282 
Of all its affairs he has disemburthened himself. 2853 
Browning Fra Lippo Lippi, Never was such prompt dxs- 
emburdening. 2884 Law Times 27 Sept. 361/1 The local 
courts should be disemburdened of non-contentious business. 

Disemic (ctaijsrmik), a. [f. L. disemus disyl- 
labic, a. Gr. Sbrjfxos of doubtful quantity (f. <5i- 
(Dl- 2 ) twice + arjixa a sign) + -ic.] In Gr. and L. 
Prosody'. Of the value of two morse or units of 
time (cf. TbISEMIC). Ill recent Diets, 

t Disempa're, v. Obs . rare. [a. OF. desem- 
pare-r , f. aes-, Dis- 4 + emparer to possess, get 
possession of.] trans. To dispossess. 

c 1500 Melusine xxix. 213 My brother .. thou wylt so 
dysempare & putte out fro his royaume. 
Disempassioned, var. Disimpasstoned. 

+ Disempe*ster, v. Obs . Also disim-. [f. 
Dis- 6 + Empester v.J trans. To rid of that 
which pesters or plagues. 

2613 Daniel Coll. Hist. Eng. 104 To unburthen his 
charge, and dis-impester his Court. 1654 Trapp Comm. Neh. 
ii. 4 That the Church might be disempestered of Arians. 

t Dise*mpire, v. Obs. rare. [f. Dis- 7 c + 
Empire.] trans. To deprive of the imperial power. 

2612 Speed Hist. Gt. Brit . ix. vni. (1632) 576 Otho, whom 
this very Pope, .had both ..aduanced, and. .ais-empyred. 

Disemploy (disemploi-), v. rare. Also 7 -im- 
ploy. [f. Dis- 6 + Employ vi] trans . To cease 
to employ, dismiss from, or throw out of, employ- 
ment. 

2618 Bolton Florus iv. ii. 266 The Senate consulted to 
disemploy Caesar. 2642 Jer. Taylor Episc. _(R.), If per- 
sonal defailance be thought reasonable to 'disimploy the 
whole calling, then neither clergy nor laity should ever 
serve a prince. 1886 O. Lodge Jnaug. Addr. in L'pool 
Univ. Coll. Mag. 139 Their fellows employing them or 
disemploying them as it suits their convenience. 

Hence Disemploy *ed ppl. a., not employed, out 
of employment, unemployed. 

2651 Jer. Taylor Holy Living (1727) 13 Sins and irregu- 
larities . . which usually creep upon idle, disemployed and 
curious persons.^ 2669^ Woodhead St. Teresa 1. xvifi. 209 
l No one of them is so dis-employed as. .to be able to attend 
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to anything else. 1807 W. Taylor in Ann. Rev. V. 187 
The disemployed, the unnecessary, the superfluous poor. 
2893 Columbus (Ohio) Disp. 22 Mar., There is very little 
disemployed labor in the country. 

Bis employment, rare. [f. prec. + -ment.] 
Absence or withdrawal of employment. 

i6si Jer. Taylor Holy Living i. § 1. (1727) 8 In this glut 
of leasure and disemployment. 1893 Columbus (Ohio) Disp. 
7 Aug., This action is leading to some disemployment of 
labor at eastern works. 

Disempower, v. rare . [f. Dis- 6 p Empower.] 
trans. To divest or deprive of power conferred. 

2813 T. Busby Lucretius in. Comm, xii, If. .he can confuse 
the brain and disempower the understanding. 1858 Bush- 
nell Nat. 4* Supernat. iii. (1864; 68 He is disabled, disem- 
powered, reduced in tone. 

Disemprison, var. Disimprison. 

Diseal-, disem-. Verbs in dis- are sometimes 
in sense negative or privative of those in em-, en- : 
e.g. en- franchise, disfranchise ; generally, how- 
ever, verbs in em- or en- have dis- prefixed, as in 
dis-embarrass , dis- engage, dis-enttvine. In not a 
few cases, both forms occur ; e.g. disbowel = dis- 
embowel, disfranchise = disenfranchise. Forms in 
disem - and disen- are found even where no verbs in 
em- or en- appear, as in disemburden , disenhallow , 
disenravel. 

Disenable (disen^’bl), v. Also 6-7 -inable. 
[f. Dis- 6 + Enable.] trans. To render unable or 
incapable ; to disable : the reverse of enable. 

1604 T. Wright Passions vi. 346 By sinnes we are., 
wounded in nature, disenabled to goodnes, and incited to 
ilnes. 2608 Hieron Defence 11. 197 Bellarmin, by rejecting 
their testimonies in parte, disinableth them in the whole, 
1651 Fuller's Abel Rediv., Bradford 2 88 The Palsie .. for 
eight yeers together disinabled him from riding. 1690 Seer. 
Hist. Chas. II Jets. II, 1 10 A Bill to disinable him to 
inherit the Imperial Crown of the Realm. 1811 Lamb Edax 
on Appetite, I am constitutionally disenabled from that 
vice. 2873 Lowell Among my Bks. Ser. 11. 220 [This] 
makes all the personages puppets and disenables them for 
being characters. 

absol. 1642 Fuller Holy <§• Prof. St. 1. xr. 48 Neither doth 
an apprentiship extinguish native, nor disinable to acquisitive 
Gentry. 1658-9 Burton’s Diary (1828) III. 434 By the Act 
of Oblivion they are pardoned, but it is your law in being 
that does disenable. 

Hence Bis enabled ppl. a.. Disenabling’ vbl. 
sb. ; also Disenablement, the action of disen- 
abling or fact of being disenabled. 

2621 Speed Hist. Gt. Brit. ix. xvi. 57 By his deserued 
death, and the disenablement of his sonnes. 2613 Jackson 
Creed t. hi. xi. [xxviii.] § 1. 275 For disinabling of this Nation 
from effecting what he feared. 2641 Milton Ref omit. j. 
(1852) 8 To set their hands to the disinabling and defeating 
. . of Princesse Mary. 2663 Depos. Cast . York (SurteesJ 113 
She . . was soe infirme and disenabled, that [etc.]. 

Disena*ct, v. rare. [f. Dis- 6 + Enact.] 
trans. To annul that which is enacted ; to repeal. 
Hence Bisena’ctment, the repeal of an enactment. 

2652 N. Bacon Disc. Govt. Eng. n. xxiv, (2739) no And 
did build and pull down, enact and disenact. 2839 Smiles 
Self-help 2 The chief reforms of the last fifty years have 
consisted mainly in abolitions and disenactments. 

Disena'mour, v. [f. Dis- 6 + Enamour : 
cf. F. desenamour-er (16th c. in Hatz.-Darm.) 
and It. disinnamorare . ] trans , To free from 
being enamoured ; to put out of conceit. Hence 
f Disena-mo-ored///. a. 

2598 Florio, Snamorarsi, to disinamour, to fall in dislike. 
Snamorato$i,pismzmoxe&, falne in dislike. 1620 Shelton 
Quix. IV. xviii. 144 He makes Don Quixote disenamour’d 
of Dulcinea del Toboso. 

t Bisenca'ge, v. Obs. In 7 disin-. [Dis- 6.] 
trans. To liberate as from a cage; to Discage. 

2654 Gayton Pleas. Notes iv. xxii. 274 The Don is disln- 
caged. 

t Disenca'mp, v. Ohs. [f. Dis- 6 + Encamp.] 
intr. To move one’s camp ; to Decamp. 

265a Cokaine tr. Calprenede's Cassandra i. 40 Seeing 
the Army disencampt. 2658 J. Webb tr. Calprenede's Cleo- 
patra vih. ii. 242 Then giving order for the march, she 
disencamped, the next morning, towards Dacia. 
Disench.ai’11, V. rare. [f. Dis- 6 4- Enchain : 
cf. F. dtsenchainer (16th c. in Littre).] trans. To 
set free from chains or restraint ; to reverse the pro- 
cess of enchaining. Hence Disenchai’ned a. 

a 1849 Poe Eiros 4> Charmion Wks. (1888) 245 Why need 
I paint, Charmion, the now disenchained frenzy of mankind? 
2836 Masson Ess., T/t. Poetry 4X$Idea.liza,tions of what might 
be. .not copied from nature, but imagined and^ full fashioned 
By the soul of man, and thence disenchained into nature. 

Disenchant (disen,tja*nt), V. Also 7-8 disin-. 
[ad. F. disenchanter (13th c. in Hatz.-Darm.), f. 
des~, Dis- 4 + enchanter to Enchant ; cf. It. disin- 
cantare, Sp. desencantar.J trans. To set free from 
enchantment, magic spell, or illusion. 

a 2386 Sidney (JA Alas 1 let your own brain disenchant 
you. 2659 Gentf. Calling Pref. 4 Reason and Religion will 
yield you countercharms, able to disinchant you. x6ox 
Dryden K. Arthur iv. Wks. 2884 VIII. 187 A noble stroke 
or two Ends all the charms, and disenchants the grove. 
X 7S9 Goldsm. Bee 13 Oct. Happiness No reading or study 
had contributed to disenchant the fairy-land around him. 
£2850 Arab. Nts. (Rtldg.) 612 Go and solicit the young 
enchantress, who has caused this metamorphosis, to disen- 
chant her. 1874 Greek Short Hist. viii. § 2. 478 He had 
disenchanted his people of their blind faith in the Crown. 
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Disenchanted, ppl a . [f. prec. + -edT] 
Freed from enchantment or illusion. 

x6xx Cotgr., Desenchante, disinchaunted. 2682 Dryden 
Medall 180 Nor are thy disenchanted Burghers few. 1742 
Young Nt. Th. 1. 346 The disinchanted earth Lost all her 
lustre. 2838 Dickens Nick, Hick, xxx, A crest-fallen, 
dispirited, disenchanted man. 

Disenchanter. [f. as prec. + -er L] One 
who removes enchantment. 

1654 Gayton Pleas. Notes in. viii. 219 Disinchantersof Ne- 
gromancers, disrobers of gypsies. 1831 [see Disenchan- 
tress]. 286a Mrs. Ouphant Mortimers I. 253 Harry . . 
gazed with open eyes' and mouth at the disenchanter. 

Disenchanting, vbl. si. [f. as prec. + -ing 1 .] 
Deliverance from enchantment. 

1620 Shelton Quix. Ill, xxxv. 252 He may . . do all that 
is fitting for her Disenchanting. 2718 Motteux Quix. (1892) 
ll.xxxv.268 May you and your disenchanting go to the devil. 

Disenchanting, ppl a. [f. as prec. + -ing 2.] 
That disenchants. Hence Bisencliamtin^ly atfv. 

2755 Young Centaur vi. 221 At the touch of my disen- 
chanting pen. 1866 Nona Bellairs Wayside FI. vi. 69 
History comes with its disenchanting^ wand. 1886 R, Dow- 
ling Fatal Bonds I. xi. 219 He was disenchantingly opaque. 

Disenchantment, [f. Disenchant v. + 
-ment, after enchantment : cf. F . desenchantement 
(17th c. in Hatz.~Darm.).] The action of disen- 
chanting or fact of being disenchanted. 

2620 Shelton Quix. IV. xxii. (R.), All concluded in the 
promise^., of the disenchantment. 167s {title), O Brazile, 
or the inchanted Island; being a Relation of a late Dis- 
covery of the Dis-inchantment of an Island in the North of 
Ireland. 1794 Mathias Furs. Lit (1798) 118 All the con- 
jurers . . might assist at the_ disincnantment. 2876 Geo. 
Eliot Dan. Der. in, xxvi, This general disenchantment with 
the world.. only intensified her sense of forlornness. 

Diseuchamtress. [f. Disenchanter + -ess.] 
A female disenchanter. 

1832 Carlyle S art. Res, n. v, Neither Disenchanter nor 
Disenchantress. .can abide by Feeling alone. 

Disesicha*rm, v. rare . Also 7 -in-, [f. Dis- 
6 + Encharm.] tram. To deliver from a charm. 

1651 Jer. Taylor Serin. for Year 11, i. 9 The fear of a Sin 
had disincharmed him. 1884 Browning Ferishtah 143 
A chill wind disencharms All the late enchantment J 

f Disenclorster, v. Obs. rare- 1 . [f. Dis-6 
•+ Encloister v.] tram. To set free from clois- 
tered confinement and seclusion. 

1652 Benlowes Theoph. iv. lxxxvii, Let her still Enjoy 
her disencloystred fill In these high Extasies. 

t Disenclo se, v. Obs. rare. Also 7 -inclose. 

5 1 Dis- 6 4 - Enclose vl\ tram. To throw open 
that which is enclosed) ; to do away with the en- 
closure of. Hence Disenclo’sed ppl. a. 

2612 Cotgr., Desclorre, to disparke, vnclose ; disinclose, 
pull downe hedges or inclosures. 2669 Woodhead St. Teresa 
1. vii. 33 Neither is this Monastery also of the most open 
and dis-enclosed. 

t Disencotrrage, v. Obs. [f. Dis- 6 + En- 
courage, Cf. Discourage.] tram. To deprive 
of encouragement ; to Discourage. 

2626 in Rushw. Hist. Coll. (1659) h 3 7 1 To disencourage 
all opposers. 1720 Steele Tatler No. 26 ? 6 Yet that must 
not disencourage you. 2800 Mad. D’Arblay Diary 4 Lett . 
(1846) VI. 243 The world has acknowledged you my off- 
spring, and I will disencourage you no more. 1803 Ibid. 325. 
Hence + Disencorrraffing, ppl. a. ; also + Dis- 
encoirrager Obs. 

2726 M. Davies Aiken. Brit. II. To Rdr. 14 As great . . 
Disencouragers as our Bibliopolists prove to learned Poverty. 
a 1806 C. J. Fox Hist. James II (1808) 27 The most com- 
pletely disencouraging example that history affords. 

f BisencQTrragement. Obs. Also 7 -in-, 
[f. prec. ; cf. encouragement.] Lack or withdrawal 
of encouragement; disheartenment, discourage- 
ment. 

2598 Barret Theor. Warres hi. ii. 72 The effect whereof 
shall breede .. disencouragement, and weakening to the 
enemy. 2632 J. Hayward tr. Biondls Eromena§6 Neither 
should her present humor give you [a suitor] any cause of 
disincouragement. 2668 Etheredge Site wou’d if she cou'd 
1. i. Wks. (1723) 90 The utter decay and disencouragement 
of Trade and Industry. 2715 M. Davies A then. Brit. 1. Pref. 
68 Under a temptation of a total Disencouragement, 

Bisencrease : see Disincrease. 
Disencumber (disenkirmbsi), v. Also 7 -in-, 
[ad. F. desencombrer i earlier desencombre (12-1 3th 
c. in Hatz.-Darm.) : see Dis- 4 and Encumber.] 
irons. To relieve or free from encumbrances. 

2598 Barret Theor. Warres v. ii. 130 The space.. behind 
the terraplene. .shall, .be made plaineand disencombered. 
1667 Milton P. L. v. 700 Ere dim N ight had disincumberd 
Heav’n. 2751 Johnson Rambler No. 147 F 8 Most expe- 
ditiously disencumbered from my villatick bashfulness. 
1824 Wordsw. Excursion ix. 71 On that superior height 
Who sits, is disencumbered from the press Of near ob- 
structions. . 2888 Burgon Lives 12 Gd. Men I. iv. 397 The 
beautiful pillars were disencumbered of the monuments 
which, .encrusted and disfigured them. 

Disencumbered,///, a. [f. prec. + -edL] 
Freed from encumbrance. 

2622 Cotgr., Descombri) disincombred, vnpestered. 2682 
Dryden Abs. 4* A chit. 850 Free from Earth, thy disen- 
cumbred Soul Mounts up. 2705 Addison Italy 76 The 
Church of St. Justina v .is tfie most Itapdsom, luminous, dis- 
encumber’d Building in the Inside that I have ever seen. 
2782 Cowper Retirement 394 Four handsome bays, That 
whirl away from business and debate The disencumbered 
Atlas of the State. 2824 L. Murray Eng. Gram. (ed. 5) 
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I. 449 That the more important . . words may possess the 
last place, quite disencumbered. 

Bisencu-mberment. rare , [f. as prec. + 
-ment: cf. F. disencomhrement (Littre).] The 
action of disencumbering or fact of being disen- 
cumbered. In recent Diets. 

t Bisencu-mbrance* Obs. _ [f. as prec. + 
-ance, after encumbrance .] Deliverance or iree- 
dom from encumbrance. 

1712 Steele Sped. No. 264 ip 1 Out of mere Choice,, and 
an elegant Desire of Ease and Disincumbrance. 2776 Adam 
Smith W. N. v. ii. (1869) II. 455 The waste, and not the 
disencumbrance, of the estate was the common effect of a 
long minority. 1793 W. Roberts Looker-on (1794) H. No. 
60. 406 An indecorous ease, and a selfish disincumbrance. 
Disend, obs. form of Descend. 
t Disenda mage, v. Obs. rare. [Dis- 6.] 
tram. To relieve from loss or damage. 

1653 Jennings Elise 69 Promising that he would disen- 
damage him of all his pretended wrongs. 

Disendow (disendcuv), v. [f. Dis- 6 + Endow.] 
trans. To deprive or strip of endowments. 

1861 F. Hall in Jrnl. A slat. Soc. Bengal 4 Descend- 
ants who were not entirely disendowed of power. 1868 
Pall Mall G. 18 Feb., One cannot understand why the 
Protestant rector should vanish from the land the moment 
the [Irish] Church is disendowed, 1883 Labouchere jn 
Fortn. Rev., The Established Church will at once be dis- 
established and disendowed. 

Hence Disendow* ed ppl. a.) Disendowing vbl. 
sb. and ppl. a . ; also Disendower, one who dis- 
endows ; Disendowment, the action or fact of 
disendowing. (All chiefly used in reference to 
ecclesiastical endowments.) 

2864 Webster, Disendowment. 2867 Brewer in Times 
20 Apr, 8/ The House of Commons has pledged kself to the 
disestablishment and disendowment of the Irish Church. 
2869 Daily Tel. 5 July, The great disestablisher and dis- 
endower. 1874 Eclectic Sept. 319 The secularized and 
disendowed priests^of a once popular religion. 1874 M or ley 
Compromise (1886) 99 The disendowment of the national 
church. 2888 Pall Mall G. 9 Apr. 2/2 Used to hearing dis- 
establishes accused of a new Crucifixion and disendowers 
identified with Judas. 

Disener, var. of Decener, Obs. 

1489 Caxton Faytes of A. 11. xxx. 141 Eueryche sbal haue 
undre hym a dyzener of carpenters and a dyzener of helpers 
and also thre diseners of laborers. 

t Bisenfila'de, v. Obs. rare. [f. Dis- 6 + 
Enfilade v.] trans . (See quot.) 

2705 Accomplished Officer v. 39 Care ought to be taken, 
that all the Parts of the Covered Way be Disenfiladed. 
Which is done either by Nature, or by Traverses of all 
those Parts of the Country which might command them. 
Ibid. 40 To Disenfilade signify’s so to dispose the Ground 
or a Work, as that it may not be seen or discovered by the 
Enemy, and battered in a straight line. 

Disenfranchise, v. [f. Dis- 6 + Enfran- 
chise v. II.] 

1 . trans. To deprive of civil or electoral privi- 
leges; to Disfranchise. 

2664 Butler Hud. ii. ii. 708 And they, in mortal Battel 
vanquish’d, Are of their Charter dis-enfranchis’d. 2739 H. 
Brooke Gustavus Vasa (Jod.), That nature .. Shall disen- 
franchise all her lordly race. 1893 Lydia H. Dickinson in 
Barrows Pari. Relig. I. 507 There could, - be no legal act 
disenfranchising woman, since she was never legally en- 
franchised. 

+ 2 . [f. Dis- 5, or error.] To set free, liberate, 
enfranchise. Obs. rare . 

2626 T. H. Caussiris Holy Crt. 253 A cruell Tyranny, 
from whence she may with a litle courage disinfranchize 
herselfe. 2634 Ld. Orrery Farthenissa (1676) 360, I re- 
solv’d my self not a little disenfranchis’d from that obligation. 

Hence Disenflr a* nchising ppl. a. and vbl. sb. ; 
also f Disenfranchisement Obs. 

1721 Bailey, Disenfranchisement , a being disfranchised. 
2863 Mom. Star 9 May, This . . is not an enfranchising, but 
a disenfranchising measure. 

Disengage (diseng^-ds), v. Also 7-8 disin- 
gage. [t. Dis- 6 + Engage v. ; prob. alter F. dis- 
engager (1462 in Hatz.-Darm.).] 

+ 1 , trans. To free from engagement, pledge, 
contract, or obligation. Obs. exc. as pa. pple. 

1612 Cotgr., Desengager , to disingage, vngage, redeeme. 
2622 Mabbe tr. A lemans Guzman d'Alf.yi . * * ij a, Moneys 
wherewithal! to pay my debts, & to disingage my word, 
2648 Milton Tenure Kings (1650) 20 If the king prov’d 
unfaithful the people wouldbe disingag’d. 2754 Richardson 
Grandisofi (2781)11. xxix. 278 To be a single woman all my 
life, if he would not disengage me of my rash, my foolish 
promise, 2837 [see Disengaged]. 

2 . To loosen from that which holds fast, adheres, 
or entangles ; to detach, liberate, free. 

1662 J. Davies tr. Oharius f Voy. Arnbass. 34 Two great 
Ships . . between which we were so intangled, that we could 
hot in three hours disengage our selves, 2678 Lend. Getz. 
No, 2327/4 Sieur Ollier was mortally wounded, and taken, 
but afterwards disengaged again. 2771 Olivier Fencing 
Familiarized (1780) 60, I make an appel and disengage 
the point of my sword as if my design were to thrust carte 
over the arm, 1834 Medwin A ngler in Wales I. 74, 1 had. . 
previously wound the rope, .round my arm : the consequence 
was, that I could not disengage my wrist. 2878 Huxley 
Fhysiogr. 209 It slowly decomposes this. water, combining 
with its hydrogen and disengaging its oxygen. 
h.fg. 

a 161 8 Sylvester Job Triumphant j. 390 Hee will.. from 
the sword of war thee dis-ingage. 2634' HABiNGTbN Castara 
(Arb.) 64 My -sacke will disingage All humane thoughts. 


2659 B. Harris ParivaVs Iron Age 39 Henry the fourth 
endeavoured to disingage him from the service of the Arch- 
Duke. 2722 Addison Spect. No. 63 F l it is very hard for 
the Mind to disengage it self from a Subject in which it has 
been long employed, a 1872 Grote Eth. Fragm. iv. (1876) 
77 To disengage great principles from capricious adjuncts. 

C. To loosen a bond or that which binds. 

2780 Cowper Doves 10 Our mutual bond of faith and truth 
N o time shall disengage. 2836 Bryant Old Man's Funeral 
vii, Softly to disengage the vital cord. 

3 . intr. (for reft.) To free oneself, get loose. 

2646 T. Hall Poems 1, 38 Wee’l disingage, our bloodlesse 
form shall fly Beyond the reach of Earth. 2697 Collier 
Ess. Mor. Sub f. 11. (1709) 98 In conversing with Books we 
may chuse our Company, and disengage without Ceremony 
or Exception. 2832 Regul. Instr. Cavalry in. 80 The left 
Troop, .must disengage, .before it can move. 

4 . intr. Fencing. To reverse the relative position 
of the blades by smartly passing the point to the 
opposite side of the opponent’s sword. 

1684 R. H. School Recreat. 71 When you are on your 
Guard, and within your Adversary’s Sword, disengage and 
make your Feint without. 2772 Olivier Fencing Paw it. 
(1780) 38 If you perceive your adversary force your blade, I 
would always have you disengage, keeping the point strait to 
his body. 2809 Roland Fencing 83 To disengage is simply 
to pass your blade on the. other side of your adversary’s (it 
is no matter whether within or over the arm) and to thrust. 

Hence Disenga*ging vbl. sb. and ppl. a. Disen- 
gaging gear, machinery : see Engaging ppl. a. 3. 

2684 R. H. School Recreat. 59 Caveating or Disengaging, 
Here you must . . slip your Adversaries Sword, when you 
perceive him about to bind or secure yours. 1832 Boy’s Own 
Bk. 77 Disengaging is performed by dexterously shifting the 
point of your foil from one side of your adversary’s blade to 
the other ; that is, from carte to tierce, or vice versa. 2874 
Knight Diet. Mech ., Disengaging-gear, contrivances by 
which machines are thrown out of connection with their 
motor, by disconnecting the wheels, chains or bands which 
drive them. 

Bisenga'ge, sb. [f. prec. vb.] Fencing. The 
act of disengaging or reversing the relative position 
of the blades, so as to free one’s own for a thrust. 
So counter- disengage. 

2771 Olivier Fencing Famil. (1780) 132 Begin trying your 
adversary with appels, beatings, disengages, and extensions, 
in order to embarrass him. Ibid. 87 The counter-disengage 
of carte over the arm. 2879 Encycl. Brit. IX. 72 ( Fencing ) 
Cut and disengage, if made inside of the arm, is parried by 
quarte, or the counter of tierce ; if outside, by tierce or 
counter in quarte. 2889 [see Counter-disengage, 

Disengaged (diseng^-d^d), ppl. a. [f. as prec. 
+ -ed 1 ; but often used as f. Dis- 10 + Engaged.] 
Set free from engagement, ties, or prepossession ; 
free from obligatory connexion ; detached ; not 
engaged ; untrammelled, unoccupied, at liberty. 

2621 Sir G. Calvert in Fortesc. Papers 255 So long as the 
Prince Palatine shall keepe himself disengaged from medling 
in them. 2632 Hobbes Govt. 4- Soc. iii. § 24, 51 The Law of 
Nature therefore commands the Judge to be dis-engag’d. 
1676 W. Hubbard Happiness of People 53 Such proceedings 
. .doe but embolden disengaged standers by to complain of 
both. 2722 Steele Sped. No. 318 1 1 This Ladyis of a free 
and disengaged Behaviour. 1771 Olivier Fencing Famil. 
(1780) 38 Seize the time, and give him a disengaged thrust 
in carte over the arm. 2794 Sullivan View Nat. I. 230 
The other acids are only in a disengaged state, found m 
waters accidentally. 2837 Dickens Pickw, ii, Are you dis- 
engaged this evening? 

Bisenga-ge&ness. [f. prec. + -ness.] The 
quality of being disengaged ; freedom from ties, 
engagement, obligation, or prepossession. 

2685 tr. Graciatis Courtier's Orac. 195 To speak^ clearly. . 
shews not onely a disengagedness, but also a vivacity of 
wit. 2754 Edwards Freed. Will, n, xiii. 133 The more 
the Soul has of this Disengagedness in its acting, the more 
Liberty. 2849 J. Hamilton Let. in Life viii. (1870) 353, 
I have a singular sensation of disengagedness.. 2887 E. 
Gurney Teriium Quid I. 250 The application of it requires 
disengagedness and common-sense. 

Disengagement (diseng^ 1 ‘dement), [f. Dis- 
engage v. + -ment, after engagement ; cf. F. disen- 
gagement (15th c.)] The action of disengaging 
or fact of being disengaged from (anything). 

2630 Earl Monm. tr, Senau It's Man become Guilty* 378 
They call poverty a dis-ingagement from uselesse things. 
2699 H. Chandler Bigotry (yjog) 6. Their Believing in Christ 
was no Disingagement from Judaism. 2716 Jer. Collier 
tr. Nazianzen's Panegyrick Pref., A noble Disengagement 
from the World. 1887 R. Garnett in Lowell Study Wind. 
Introd. 12 He has not that disengagement from all traditional 
and conventional influences . . which characterises younger 
men. 

b. The physical, esp. chemical, separation or 
setting free (of anything). 

2792 W. Nicholson tr. ChaptaVs Elem . Chern. (1800) III. 
1 13 The disengagement of a considerable quantity of nitrous 
gas. 2842 De Quincey in Blackw. Mag. LI I. 238 The 
restoration and disengagement of the public buildings 
surmounting the city. 2882. Nature XXIII. 616 The 
gaseous acids are absorbed . .with disengagement of heat. 

c. Freedom from engagement, prepossession, 
occupation, or ties ; detachment ; freedom or ease 
of manner or behaviour. 

2,701 Steele Funeral in. i. (1702) 38 Oh, Madam! your Air 1 
. .The Negligence, the Disengagement of your Manner. 1710 
Brit. Apollo III. No. 77. 3/1 Thus you by Disingagement 
Conquer more, Than all your Sex by Servile Laws before, 
1750 Johnson Rambler No. 14 1* 4 A man proposes his 
schemes of life in a state of abstraction and disengagement. 
2768 Woman of Honor II. 282, I appeared with all the 
freedom and dis-ingagement of a simple spectator, 2800 
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Ferrier Grk.Phzlos. I. x. 241 This mental disengagement 
. . and liberation. 

d. The dissolution of an engagement to be 
married. 

i 7 o6 Jane Austen Sense $ Sens, xxix, She might wound 
Marianne still deeper by treating their disengagement . . as 
an escape from, .evils. 1895 Westm, Gas. 7 Feb. 8/1 * Dis- 
engagement ' is a pleasing euphemism for a gentle form of 

* breach of promise ’. 

e. Fencing. (See Disengage v. 4.) 

1771 Olivier Fencing- FamiL (1780) 38 Of the Disengage- 
ment. 1809 Roland Fencing 65 The side on which it was 
usual to parry the disengagement. 1889 W. H. Pollock, etc., 
Fencing (Badm. Libr.) ii. 48 Simple attacks are. .four : the 
straight thrust, the disengagement, the coupe, and the 
counter-disengagement. 

Disengrrdle, V. rare. [Dis- 6.] tram. To 
undo the engirdling of ; to release from a girdle. 

1871 Swinburne Songs bef. Sunrise Prel. 90 And disen- 
girdled and discrowned The limbs and locks that vine 
leaves bound. 

t BiseagOTge, v. 06 s. rare . [Dis- 6.] trans . 
To discharge (as a river); — Disgorge 2. 

1610 Holland Camden's Brit. i. 239 At length he dis- 
engorgeth himselfe unto the Severn-sea. 

Disengxrlf, -grrlph, v. rare. [Dis- 6.] 
trans. To cast up what has been engulfed. 

1839-44 Tupper Prov . Philos. (1852) 386 The maelstrom 
[shall] disengulph its spoil. 

Disenliallow (disenharW), v . rare . [See 
Disen- and. Hallow v.] tram . To deprive of 
hallowed character. 

1847 Lytton Ltt cretin 69 The love is disenhallowed, 

Disenlierison, Disenherit, etc. : see Disin-. 
Disenmesii, v. rare. [Dis- 6.] trans. To 
free from meshes or enmeshment ; to disentangle. 

1868 Browning RingfyBk. xn. 565 Convulsive effort to 
disperse the films And disenmesh the fame o’ the martyr. 

Bisenno'Me, v. [f. Dis- 6 + Ennoble.] trans. 
To deprive of nobleness; to render ignoble: the 
reverse of to ennoble . 

1645 Mod. Anstv. Prynne’s Reply 20 It dis- ennobles mens 
spirits. 1713 Addison Guardian No. 137 p 2 An unworthy 
behaviour degrades and disennobles a man in the eye of 
the world. 1842 Faber Styriaji Lake 335 The disennobling 
of our lives. 

t Diseno’rm, v. Obs. rare . [f. Dis- 6 or 8 + 

Enorm v , or a.] trans. To free from irregularity; 
to make conformable to a norm or standard. 

1644 Quarles Sheph. Orac. viii, To prevent Confused 
babling, and to disenorm Prepost’rous service. 

Disenra*vel, V. rare. [See Disen-, and Ravel 
v.\ trans. To unravel, disentangle. 

1881 Blackie Lay Serm. i. 64 A tissue which no mortal 
skill can disenravel. 

t Disenri'cll, v. Obs. rare . [Dis- 6.] trans. 
To deprive of riches ; to impoverish. 

1647 Trapp Comm. 2 Cor. viii. 9 He that was heir of all 
things . . disinriched and disrobed himself of all. 
t DisenrO’l, v. Obs. rare. In 7 disinroule. 
[f. Dis- 6 + Enrol : cf. obs, F. desenrouller.] 
trans. To remove from a roll or list. 

<21631 Donne Let. to C'tess. 0/ Bedford in Poems (165 0) 
164 He cannot t that's, he will not) dis-mroule Your name. 

Disensanity : see Disinsanity. 
Disenshroird, v. rare. [Dis- 6.] trans. To 
set free from a shroud or enshrouded state. 

1835 W. A. Butler in Blackw. Mag. XXXVII. 857 When 
that misty vale Evanid, disenshrouding field and grove. 
Left us. Mod. The disenshrouded statue. 

Disemsla've, v. Also 7 disin-. [Dis- 6.] 
trans. To set free from enslavement ; to liberate 
from slavery. Hence Disensla’ved ppl. a. 

1649 Petit, in J. Harrington Def. Rights Univ. Oxford 
(1690) t Your worthy intentions to disinslave the freeborn 
People of this Nation from all manner of Arbitrary.. 
Power. 1660 H. More Myst. Godl.v t, xi. 244 To disen- 
slave him from the bondage of Satan. 1681 P. Rycaut 
Critick 242 To walk as free and disinslaved as the King of 
it. a 1716 South Serm. (1737) III. viii (R.), They expected 
such an one as should disenslave them from the Roman 
yoke. 

Disentail (disent^d), v. Also 7 disin-. [f. 
Dis- 6 + Entail v.~] Hence Disentailing ppl. a. 
1 . trans. (Law.) To free from entail; to break 
the entail of (an estate) ; see Entail sbf 
1848 Wharton Law Lex. 645/2 The disentailing deed must 
be enrolled. 1858 Ld. St. Leonards Handy Bk. Prop. Law 
xvii. 129 [A] disentailing assurance. 1861 W. Bell Diet. 
Law Scot. 807/1 An heir born after that date [Aug. 1848] is 
entitled to disentail the estate under the authority of the 
Court. Ibid., The exercise of the power to disentail. 1885 
Sir N. Lindley in Law Times Rep. LIII. 609/2 He intended 
to disentail everything which he took under the will of his 
ancestor. Mod. Part of the estate has been disentailed. 
t 2 . To divest, dispossess, deprive of. 

1641 Milton Ch. Govt. n. iii. (1851) 158 With much more 
reason undoubtedly ought the censure of the Church be 
quite devested and disintal’d of all jurisdiction whatsoever, 
fb. To free oneself from, get rid of. Obs. 

1667 Decay Ckr. Piety viii. r 26 To disintail those two 
most inestimable blessings, of a pure religion and outward 
peace, which our immediate progenitors left us. 

Disentai l, sb. [f. prec. vb.] The act of dis- 
entailing or breaking an entail. 

x86i W. Bell Diet. Law Scot. 807/2 An heir , . is not en- 
titled to give consent to a disentail, in opposition to the 
creditors m such debts. xS68Ad 31-2 Viet. c. 101 § 11 2 The 


execution of a deed of disentail. 1884 Weekly Notes 22 Nov. 
210/2 The power of sale in the will was destroyed by the 
disentail. 

DisentaiTment. [f.as prec. + -ment. J =prec. 

2848 Wharton Law Lex . 647/2 Thus much as to the dis- 
entailinent of freehold. 1886 Law Rep. 31 Ch. Div. 254 In 
effecting the disen tailment and resettling of this estate. 

Disentangle (disentse-ggl), v . Also 7-8 

disin-. [f. Dis- 6 + Entangle.] 

1 . trans. To free (anything) from that in or with 
which it is entangled ; to disengage, extricate. 
Const, from, formerly sometimes of. a. lit. 

1598 Florio Ital. Diet., Strigare to disentangle, to rid, 
a 1691 Boyle (J.), Though in concretions particles so entangle 
one another . . yet they do incessantly strive to disentangle 
themselves, and get away. 1784 Cowper Task m. 145 
They disentangle from the puzzled skein.. The threads of 
. .shrewd design. 2847 J. Wilson Ckr. North (1857) II. 21 
To disentangle our line from the water-lilies, i860 Tyndall 
Glac. 1. xix. 135 Two hours had been spent in the effort to 
disentangle ourselves from the crags. 

b. fig. To set free from intellectual, moral, or 
practical complications; to extricate from diffi- 
culties or hindrances. 

i6n Cotgr., Desembarrasser , to vnpester, disintangle. 
1632 J. Hayward tr . Biondi’s Eromena 1 16 The Princesse 
now disentangled of publike affaires, and desirous to know 
who shee was [etc.]. 1709 Berkeley Th. Vision § 92 To dis- 
entangle our minds from . . prejudices. 1769 Robertson 
Chas. V, III. xij. 370 The Emperor disentangled himself . . 
from all the affairs of this world, 1874 Green Short Hist . 
vi. § 6. 325 To . . disentangle a few fragmentary facts from 
the mass of fable. 

2 . To bring (anything) out of a tangled state; to 
unravel, untwist. 

1805 Southey Madoc in A zt. vi, Disentangling The passive 
reptile’s folds. _ 1826 Scott Diary 10 Feb. in Lockhart , One 
puzzles the skein in order to excite curiosity and then cannot 
disentangle it. 1856 Kane Arct. Expl. I. xx. 252 Patience 
to disentangle the knots of my harness. 
fg. 1660 Marvell Carr. xiii. Wks. 1872-5 II. 40 , 1 shall . . 
inform myselfe here how that annexion stands, and the 
readiest way of disentangling it. 1751 Johnson Rambler 
No. 169 P 13 He must . . disentangle his method, and alter 
his arrangement. 1871 Freeman Hist. Ess. Ser. 1. i. 31 
We can disentangle the several elements of which it is 
made up. 

8. intr. (for refill) To become disentangled; to 
disentangle oneself (quot. 1676k 
1607 Ford s M adrigal, ‘ Since first I saw your face *, My ; 
heart is fast, And cannot disentangle. 1676 Marvell Mr. j 
Smirke K iv, Betaking themselves to this Spiritual Warfare, 
they ought to disintangle from the World. 1726 Adv. Capt. 
R. Boyle 24 My Foot disentangled, and I fell plum into the 
Sea. 1742 Young Nt. Th. n. 455 Thoughts disintangle 
passing o’er the lip. Mod. This skein won’t disentangle. 
Hence Disenta-ngled ppl. a ., -mg vbl sb. 

1611 Cotgr., Desmeslement, vnpestering,disintricating,dis- 
intangling. 1633 G. Herbert Temple, Reprisall ii, A disen- 
tangled state and free. 1675 Traherne Ckr. Ethics ii. 14 
Our thoughts and affections must be always disentangled. 

Disentanglement, [f. prec. + -ment, after 
entanglement.] The fact of disentangling, or state 
of being disentangled. 

1751 Johnson Rambler No. no p 10 The disentanglement 
of actions complicated with innumerable circumstances. 
1774 Warton Hist. Eng. Poetry (1840) III. xliv. 127 In the 
disentanglement of this distressful tale. 1856 Froude Hist. 
Eng. I. 228 Such process of disentanglement .. though easy 
for posterity, is always impossible to living actors in the 
drama of life. 

Disentangles?, rare . One who disentangles. 
1885 Manch. Exam. 1 3 Apr, 3/1 Mr. Buchanan’s work of 
disentangler is conducted with a good deal of spirit. 

t Disenter, v. Law. Obs. [f. Dis- 6 + Enter 
v. 2.] trans. To eject, oust, dispossess. 

1629 MS. Acc. St. Johns Hosp. } Canterb., For his charges 
when he went into Thanett. to disenter Sampson from our 
lands and to take possession. 1631 Ibid., [We] went to 
Hoath to disenter Baker. 

Disenter, -erre, obs. ff. Disinter v. 
t Disentera’tion. Obs. rare. [n. of action f. 
*disenteraU vb., f. Dis- 7 + Gr. eurepa bowels.] 
Evacuation of the bowels. 

1654 Gayton Pleas. Notes iii. viii. 123 For doing the work 
of IS ature (I meane not that of Disenteration) but of laugh- 
ing. 

Disenthral, -all, v. Also 7 disin-. [f. 

Dis- 6 + Enthral.] trans . To set free from en- 
thralment or bondage ; to liberate from thraldom. 

a 1643 G. Sandys (J.), God my soul shall disenthral. 1653 
Milton Ps. iv. 4 In straits and in distress Thou didst me 
disenthrall And set at large. 1689 Def. Liberty agst. Tyrants 
149 In seeking freedom from Tyranny, he, .was the principal 
Instrument to dis-inthrall them. 1843 T. Martineau Ckr . 
Life (1867) 331 Reverence which disenthrals the mind from 
lower passions. 

Hence Disenthralled///, a. 

1848 R. I. Wilberforce Incarnation xiii. (1852) 363 Only 
through union with our disenthralled representative. 
Disenthraldom. rare, [irreg. f. prec. + 
-dom, after thraldom .] = next. 

1823 Nezv Monthly Mag. VII. 529 The advocates of dis- 
enthraldom from the classic school. 

Dis enthralment, [f* Disenthral + -ment.] 
The action of freeing, or fact of being freed, from 
enthralment ; emancipation from thraldom. 

1825 Ld. Cockburn Mem. 262 The disenthralment of 
those who had liberated themselves. 1870 Lowell Study 
Wind . 54 Enjoying that delicious sense of disenthralment 
from the actual which., twilight brings. 


Bisenthrone (disenj>r<?u*n), v. Also 7 disin-. 
[f. Dis- 6 + Enthrone.] trans. To put down from 
a throne ; to depose from royal or supreme dignity 
or authority ; to dethrone. 

1608 Heywood Lucrece 1. ii. Wks. 1874 V. 17 1, I charge 
thee, Tarquin, disinthrone thy selfe. 1667 Milton P. L. 
ii. 229 Either to disinthrone the King of Heav’n We warr 
..or to regain Our own right lost. 2855 Milman Lai. 
Chr. (1864) IX. xiv. x. 346 The proposal of a new transla- 
tion of the Scriptures . . disenthroned the Vulgate from its 
.absoluteexclusiye. authority. 

Hence Bisenthro •ning* vbl. sb . ; Disenthro*ne- 
ment, dethroning. 

1648 Milton Obserzu Art. Peace 559 Which Act of 
any King against the Consent of his Parlarnent . . might of 
it self strongly conduce to the disinthrowning him.^ 1848 
Hampden Bampt. Led. (ed. 3) 157 The disenthroning of 
Providence. 1894 Asquith Sp. at \ Newburgh 24 Oct., To 
seek for the disenthronement of religious privilege. 

Disentitle (disentoi-tl), v. Also 7 disin-. 
[f. Dis- 6 + Entitle ] trans . To deprive of title 
or right (to something) : the reverse of to entitle. 

1654 Jer. Taylor Real Pres. 131 All that eat^ are^ not 
made Christ’s body, and all that eat not are not disintitled 
to the resurrection, a 1716 South Serm. VIII. v. {R.i Every 
ordinary offence does not disentitle a son to the love of his 
father. 1856 Froude Hist. Eng. I. 99 He., would have 
pleaded the sacred right of inheritance, refusing utterly the 
imaginary law which disentitled him. 

Disentomb (disent^-m), v. [f. Dis- 6 4- En- 
tomb.] trans. To take out of the tomb ; (trans f 
and figl) to take (anything) out of that in which 
it is buried or hidden away ; to disinter, unearth. 

1626 T. H. Caussin's Holy Crt. 370 A mad vanity of 
Nobility of race, which causeth many to dig out, and dis- 
entombe their Grand-Sires, as it were, from the ashes of 
old Troy. 3:839 Dk Quincey Recoil. Lakes Wks. 1862 II. 
96 Worlds of fine thinking lie buried in that vast abyss, 
never to be disentombed. ^ 2877 A. B. Edwards Up Nile 
xxi. 659 A mummy . . which we saw disentombed. 1880 
McCarthy Own Times IV. 527^ Mr. Freeman .. disen- 
tombed a great part of the early history of England. 

Hence Disentombed (-b 7 *md), ///. a . ; Bisen- 
tombment (D 7 *m|ment), the act of disentombing. 

1839 Smiles Self Help iii. 55 The disentombment of the 
Nineveh marbles. 1871 Fraser Life 4- Lett. Berkeley iii. 
78 The disentombed remains of Herculaneum. 

t Disentraii, v. Obs. [f, Dis- 7 a-f Entraxl 
sbP (in early use entrap l).] trans . To draw forth 
from the entrails or inward parts. Hence f Dis- 
entrailed ppl. a. 

1596 Spenser ^. Q. iv. iii. 28 The disentrayled blood 
Adowne their sides like litle rivers stremed. Ibid, iv. vi. 
16 Heaping < huge strokes . . As if he thought her soule to 
disentrayle. 1692 J. Salter Triumphs Jesus 22 As if they 
designed to dis-entrail His very Soul. 
Disentr&rnment. rare. [f. Dis- 6 + En- 
train v .2 +■ -ment.] The action of discharging 
(troops) from a railway train ; detraining. 

3881 Globe 18 Apr. 5 The disentrainment was superintended 
by Lieut. -Colonel Knight. 

Disentr a*mmel, v. [f. Dis- 6 + Entrammel.] 
trans. To free from its trammels, or from an en- 
trammelled state. 

1866 Pall Mall G. 22 Jan. z Before the Federal Power 
had been disentrammelled from the civil war. 1878 Swin- 
burne Poems 4- Ball. Ser. 11. i t Any soul .. Disrobed and 
disentrammelled. 

Disentramce, v. [f. Dis- 6 + Entrance v.] 
trans . To bring out of or arouse from a trance, or 
from an entranced state. 

1663 Butler Hud. i. iii. 717 Ralpho by this time dtsen- 
tranc d, Upon his Bum himself advanc’d. 1809 Coleridge 
Friend (1866) 351 This trifling incident startled and dis- 
entranced me. 1855 B rowning A ny Wife to A ny Husband 
xv, Love so, then, if thou wilt ! Give all thou, canst Away 
to the new faces — disentranced . . obdurate no more. 

Hence Bisentramcement. In recent Diets, 
f Disentr awerse, v. Obs. rare . [f. Dis- 5 
+ *entr averse vb., repr. F. entr aver ser to place en 
travers or athwart : cf. Entraver.se adv.] trans . 
To wrest (meaning). 

1610 W. Folk ingham Art of Survey i. viii. 18 Plinie dis- 
entrauerses the meaning of Pulla to imply a blackish, gentle, 
mellow, and tender soyle. 

Disentrayle, obs. form of Disentrail v. 
Disentrea*t, v. Obs . rare— 0 , [f. Dis- 6 + En- 
treat.] trans. To d eprecate, entreat not to have. 
x6xx Cotgr., Desprier, to vnpray, disin treat, 
t Disentru’st, v. Obs. rare . [Dis- 6.] 

trans . To deprive (a person) of a trust ; the oppo- 
site of entrust. 

' 1648 J. Goodwin Rigfcl fy Might 13 There Is the same 

liberty in a Pupill, or person in his minority, to dis-entrust 
his Guardian, how lawfully soever chosen, upon suspicion 
I of male-administration, or unfaithfulnesse. 

Disentwrne, v. [f. Dis- 6 + Entwine.] 

1 . tram. To free from being entwined; to un- 
twine, untwist, disentangle (lit. and fig.). 

1814 Byron Corsair i. xiv. My very love to thee is bate 
to them, So closely mingling here, that disent wined, I 
cease to love thee when I love mankind. i8ax Shelley 
Prometh. Unb. n. iii. 48 The wind . . disentwines my hair. 
*877 Owen W * lies ley’s Desf>. p. xl, In disentwining the co- 
ordinate and conflicting claims of native Princes. 

2 . intr. (for refi.) To become disentwined. 

1875 Sunday Mag. June 580 Thoughts .. intertwine and 
disentwiue, but the problem remains. 
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Disenve'lop, -e, v. Also 7-8 disin-. 
[f. Dis- 6 or .7 + Envelop z/. or Envelope^.] 
trans. To free from that in which it is enveloped ; 
to unfold, develop. 

1632 J. Hayward tr. Biondi’s Eromena 108 Maligne stars 
y. which bein^ in, some sort intricated with the fixed . . are 
©ever more_ disinveloped. Ibid* 162 He was not likely to 
be soone disen veloped out of the passions of his fatherly 
affection. 1655-73 H. More App. Anted, b 6 b. Disen- 
yeloping what pretended strength of Argument there may be. 
1741 Warburton Div. Legat. II. 574 When the prophets., 
have explained the spiritual meaning of his [Moses’] law 
and disinveloped his sense. 

Disenve’uom, v. rare. [f.Dis- 6 + Envenom.] 
trans. To undo the process of envenoming ; to de- 
prive of its venom. 

-a 171X Kent Chrisiophil Poet. Wks. 1721 1 . 45 By meekness 
disenvenoming their spite. — Hymns Evang. ibid. I. 177 
Conquer’d Death . . By Jesus disenvenom’d is your Sting. 
BlsesnriTOn, v. rare. [Dis- 6 .] irans. To 
deprive of or set free from its environment. 

1875 L. Morris Evensong xii, Self-centred and self-con- 
tained^ disen vironed and isolate. 

\ + Biseuwra'p, v. Obs . rare . In 7 disin-. 
[f. Dis- 6 4- Enwrap zl] trans. T o free from th at 
in which it is enwrapped ; to unwrap. 

162a Mabbe tr. Alemans Guzman cPAlf n. 222,,! went 
about to dis-inwrap her hands of her mantle, that I might 
come to touch them. 

Bisepalous (d9ise*pahs\ a. Bot. [f. Gr. St- 
(Di-*) twice + mod.L. sepal-um Sepal 4* -ous.] 
H aving or consisting of two sepals. 

1841 Penny Cycl. XXI. 248/1 If there are two sepals, the 
Calyx is disepafous. 3870 Bentley Bot. 216 Disepalous for 
a calyx composed of two distinct sepals. 

t Bisexual, a. Obs. [f. Dis- io 4 - Equal a. : 
c t OF. desegal , -gual unequal (in Godef.), also L. 
dispar I\ Unequal. 

1622 Mabbe tr. Aleman's Guzman d'Alf.i. To Rdr., My 
minde still beating vpon the Barbarisme and dis-equall 
number of those ignorant Dolts. 

f Biseq.ua*lity. Obs. [f. Disequal, after 
equality : cf. OF. desegaulte, desigaliM inequality 
(in Godef.).] Inequality, disparity. 

1603 Segar Hon. Mil. «§• Civ . in. v. 317 Euery small dis- 
equality ought not to make difference chiefly where God 
is Judge. 1632 J. Hayward tr. Biondi’s Eromena no The 
disequalitie of yeares (she being at least by six yeares his 
elder). 1655 Cromwell Sp. 22 Jan.,. If there be a dispro- 
portion or disequality as to power. 

Bise'qualize, v. rare - °. [f. Dis- 6 + Equal- 
ize.] trans. To render unequal. Hence Dis- 
e*qualizer, one who or that which renders unequal. 
<1847 Lytton Lucretia i. Epil., The mechanic— poor slave 
of the capitalist — poor agent and victim of the arch dis- 
equaliser, Civilisation. 

Bise^^^brium. [f.Dis- 9 4- Equilibrium.] 
Absence or destruction of equilibrium. So Dis- 
equdlrTbrate, DisequiTibrize vbs., to destroy the 
equilibrium of, to throw out of balance j Disequi- 
3 itora*tion. 

1840 Aeolus 32 A finely poised lever, to which the weight 
of a fly is enough to occasion a disequilibrium. 1882 
El vves tr. Capello § Ivons' Bengttella to Yacca II. i. 7 The 
effect of this dis-equilibrium of nature. 2889 Blackw. Mag. 
CXLVI. 742/2 They are disequilibrised. 1891 J. M. Guyan 
Educ, A Heredity Pref. 23 The disequilibpated^ are forever 
lost to humanity. 2891 Monisi I. 627 A diseqmlibration of 
their organism. 

Bisegtd*p, v. rare. [Dis- 6.] trans. To 
divest (any one) of his equipment ; intr. (for ref.) 
to doff one’s equipment 

3831 Fr. A. Kemble Jrnl. in Rec. Girlhood (1878) III, 
#3[Hel arrived just as we had disequipped. 

Biserde, obs. var. Dizzard. 

Biserit, -yt : see Disherit. 
t Bise’rt, a. Obs. [ad. L. disert-us skilful m 
speaking, fluent, var. of dissertus , pa. pple. of dis- 
serve to discuss, discourse, f. dis-, Dis- 1 or 2 4- 
serere to interweave, connect, compose.] Able or 
fluent in speech ; well-spoken, eloquent. 

c 14*5 Found. St. Bartholomew’s 24 Blessynge the myght 
and the wysdome of God, the whiche openyth the dumme 
moweth, and the tongis of infantis maketh opyne and diserte. 
1647 Ward Simp. Cobler 52 Disert Statesmen. 3675 Sher- 
burne Manilius Pref., This most Disert Poet. 

Disert, obs. var. of Desert sb* 
t Bise’rtitude. Obs. rare [ad. late L. 
disertitiid-o eloquence, f. disert-us Disert.] 

•1656 Blount Glossogr Disertiiude, eloquence, 
f Bise-rtly, adv. Obs. [f. Disert + -ly 2,] 
Ably, clearly, eloquently, in plain terms. 

3447 Bokenham Seyntys (Roxbi) 188 By many an argu- 
mente She J>er dyserthly shewy d hyr entente. 1603 Holland 
Plutarch’s Mor. 1306 Heraclitus directly and disertly nam- 
eth warre, the Father, King^ and Lord of all the world. 
1650 Bulwer Anthropomet. l 13 They speak , a language 
disertly, briefly, and properly accented. 1798 Ettrop. Mag. 
in SPintPubl. jfrttls. (1799) II. 322 What hath been already 
So disertly and irrefragably urged by that learned man. 

Bises(e, obs. ff. Decease, Disease. 
Bisespeir, etc. : see Desespeir, etc. 
t Bisespon'se, v. Obs. rare. [f. Dis- 6 4 - 
Espouse v . ] trans. To undo the espousal or 
betrothal of. 

3667 Milton P. L.tx. 17 Not less but more Heroic then 
the . . rage Of Turnus for Lavinia disespousM. 
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Disestablish, (disestarblif), v. [f. Dis- 6 + 
Establish z).] tram. To deprive of tLie- character 
of being established ; to annul the establishment 
of. a. gen. To undo the position of anything 
instituted, settled* or fixed by authority or general 
acceptance; to depose. 

1598 Florio Disconfermare, to vnconfirme, to disestablish. 
1794 W. Taylor in Monthly Rev. XIV. 248 Labouring to 
disestablish those Platonic opinions. 1886 Pall Mall \ G. 

16 June 1 1 He has disestablished Money-bags as the arbiter 
of elections. 

b. spec. To deprive (a church) of especial State | 
connexion and support; to remove from the 
position of being the national or state church : cf. 
Establish v . 7. 

1838 Gladstone State in Rel. Ch. (1839) 133 If religion be 
injured by the national establishment of the church, it must 
forthwith and at whatever hazard be disestablished. 1868 
Bright Sp. Ireland x Apr,, You may be asked to disestablish 
their Church. 1874 Morley Compromise (1886) 116 The 
designs imputed to the newly reformed parliament of dis- 
establishing the Anglican Church. 

Hence Disestablished (-se blijt), Disesta*blish- 
ing ppl. adjs. 

3869 Daily News 2 July, The disestablished Bishops [°f 
the Irish Church]. 1893 Spectator 37 Jan,, He should take 
the wind out of the sails of the disestablishing party. 

Disesta’blisher. [f. prec. vb. + -Eit bj One 
who disestablishes ; an advocate of (Church) dis- 
establishment. 

1869 Daily News 2 July, The disestablishes of the Irish 
Church. 1885 Sat Rev. 19 Sept. 371 Mr. Chamberlain 
poses before the Glaswegians as a disestabiisher. 

Disestablishment* [f. as prec. -h -ment.] 
The act of disestablishing, a .gen. 

1806 W. Taylor in Ann. Rev. IV. 264 From the establish- 
ment of Christianity under Constantine, to the beginnings 
of its disestablishment under Pope Leo X. 1887 Pall Mall 
G. 30 Feb. 6/1 The position of the railways would justify the 
disestablishment of a railway guarantee fund. 

b. spec. The withdrawal of especial State 
patronage and control from a church. 

i860 Sat. Rev. IX. 30^1 When the disestablishment 
grows nearer, the Church will cease to be recruited from the 
ranks of intelligence and education. 1883 Man.ch. Exam. 
24 Oct. 5/1 They believe that religion, and justice, and 
citizenship would gain by Disestablishment. 

Hence Disesta^blislimenta *riau, an adherent of 
disestablishment (also attrib. or adj.). 

1885 Times 4 Dec. 3/4, I have just recorded my vote against 
the disestablishmentarian. 1885 Guardian 2 Dec. 1835/1 The 
480 Disestablishmentarian candidates have considerably 
dwindled through explanations and rejections. 

Bisesteem (disestrm), sb. [f. Dis- 9 + Esteem 
sb. : cf. next, and obs. F. desestime (Godef.),. It. 
disestimo (Florio).] The action of disesteeming, 
or position of being disesteemed ; want of esteem ; 
low estimation or regard. 

1603 Florio Montaigne (1634) 66 The Turkes^ a nation 
equally instructed to the esteeme of armes, and disesteeme 
of letters. 1670 Milton Hist. Eng. 1. Wks. (1851) 1 Dis- 
esteem and contempt of the public affairs. 1697 Dryden 
Virg. Past. Pref. (1721) I. 76 Pastorals are fallen^ into Dis- 
esteem. , 3754 Edwards Freed. Willis, i. 195 Their Worthi- 
ness of Esteem or Disesteem, Praise or Dispraise. 1810 
Bentham Packing (1821)91 Whatever tends to bring a nian 
in power into ‘ disesteem 1884 Pennington Wiclifix. 32 
The prevailing disesteem in which the Scriptures were held. 

Disestee*m, v. [f. Dis- 6 + Esteem v. : perh. 
after F, ddsestimcr (16th c It disestimarei] 

1. trans. To regard with the reverse of esteem ; 
to hold in low estimation, regard lightly, think 
little (or nothing) of, slight, despise. 

1594 Daniel Cleopatra Ded., Ourselves, whose error ever 
is Strange notes to like, and disesteem our own. 1629 
Lynde Via tuta 105 The authority of Prelates would bee 
disesteemed. 1735 Wesley Whs. (1872) XIV. 208 N or will he 
at all disesteem the precious pearl, for the meanness of the 
shell. 1 868 Helps Reahnah (2876)262 Thinking that he 
had somehow or other offended Ellesmere, or was greatly 
disesteemed by him. 

fb. To take away the estimation of. Obs , rare, 
a 1637 B. Jonson Underwoods, Ep. to J. Selden 40 What 
fables have you vex'd, what truth redeem'd,, .opinions dis- 
esteem’d, Impostures branded. 

t c. intr. with of: To think little of, despise: 
*= sense 1 . Obs. rare. \ 

1659 D. Pell Impr. Sea 432 They that are apt to reject, > 
and disesteem of all Scriptural counsel. 1675 Brooks Gold. 
Key Wks. 1867 V. 338 The reason why they so much dis- 
esteemed of Cnrist. 

f 2. with subord. clause : Not to think or sup- 
pose ; to think or believe otherwise than, (Cf. 
Esteem v . 5 c.) Obs. rare. 

1677 Hale Prim. Orig. Man. l iu. 89 We have just reason 
to deny and disesteem this imaginary Eternity can belong 
at least to the sublunary World. 

Hence Disestee'med ppl. a., -mg vbl. sb. 

# 1605 Bacon Adv. Learn. 1, iii. § 3 (1873) 20 The disesteem- 
ing of those employments wherein youth is conversant. 1618 
Hist. P. Warbeck in Select . Harl. MIsc. (1793) 80 Heroick 
commiseration of a disesteemed prince. 1669 Woodhead 
St. Teresa l xxxiv. 242 The undervaluing and disesteeming 
of all things in this life. 3860 Ellicott Life Our Lord u. 
47 A rude and lone village . .Nazareth the disesteemed. 

Disestee’mer. [£ prec. + -er L] One who 
disesteem s ; a despiser. 

1613 Cotgr., Mespriseur, a disesteemer, contemner. *650 
Baxter Saints’ R. 1. iv. (3662) 37, I the unworthy Dis- 


esteemer of thy Blood, - and slighter of thy Love l 1674 
Boyle Excell. Theol. u. v. 231 It would extremely trouble 
me to see you a disesteemer of those Divine things. 

Hence t Disestee*meress, a female disesteemer* : 
3611 Cotgr., Desprisei-esse, a disesteemeresse, despiseresse. 
t Bisestimation, (dise-stim^i-Jsn). Obs. [f. 
Dis- 9 + Estimation, after disesteem : cf. Sp. des- 
es tint acton, It. disestimazione, -at tone (Florio).] 

The action of disesteeming; the condition of 
being disesteemed ; disrepute ; « Disesteem sb. 

3619 Denison Heav. Banq. x66 Frequent receiuing may 
cause a disestimation of the Sacrament. 1626 T. H. Caussin’s 
Holy Crt. 37 Torayse vice, .and put vertue in disestimation. 
1677 GiLriN Demonol. <1867} 221 Contempt or disestimap 
tion. 

t Bise'xercise, v. Obs. rare. [Dis- 6.] 
trans. To put out of exercise, cease to exercise. 

1644 Milton A reop. (Arb.) 34 It will be primely to the 
discouragement of all learning, and thestop of Truth . . by 
the disexercising and blunting our abilities. 

t Bisfarr, u. Obs. rare. [f. Dis- 8 + Fair a ] 
trans. To deprive of fairness or beauty. 

1627-47 Fkltham .Resolves 1. xxxvi. 118 Even the body is 
disfaired. 

Disfaith (disffi-])). [f. Dis- 9 + Faith.] a. 
Want offaith; distmst, disbelief, b. Unfaithfulness. 

1870 Kingsley in IJ/eSf Lett. {xZf) II. 340 Having a firm 
dis-faith in most English commentators. 1881 M an’s M istakc 
III. viii. 327 Her righteous anger against what she believed 
to be dis-faith on Keith Moriston’s part. 

t Bisfai'tlxflll, a. Obs. rare-*. [Dis- 10.] 
Unfaithful, faithless, false. 

1530 Palsgr. 305/2 Begyleful, disfaythfull, cdutelleux, 
Bisfame (disf^*m), sb. rare. [f. DlS- 9 + 
Fame. In early use a. OF. des-, disfame, var. of 
def-, difame : see Diffame, Defame.] The op- 
posite of fame; disrepute, reproach ; defamation. 
c 3460 Play Sacram. 794 Now j? u hast put me from duresse 
& dysfame. 3620 Wilkinson Coroue?-siy Slier if es 11 If three 
men go together to make a disfame. 3859 Tennyson Merlin 
463 And what is Fame in life but half-disfame, And counter- 
changed with darkness ? 

f Bisfa me, V. Obs. [a. OF. des-, disfamer , 
var. of def-, difamer : see Defame.] trans . To 
deprive of fame or honour ; to bring into reproach 
or disrepute ; to defame. 

a 1533 Ld. Berners Gold. Bk. M. Aurel. (1546) LI vijb, 
Great peril it is for the honourable, to be with thelm that 
be disfamed. 1550 J. Coke Eng. Fr. Heralds § 1 (1877) 
55 Perceyvynge the frenche heralde . . in all thynges dis- 
famyng this most noble realine. 

t Disfa'ncy, V. Obs. rare. [f. Dis- 6 + 
Fancy.] trans . The reverse of to fancy ; to regard 
with disfavour ; to dislike. 

3657 Hammond Pastor’s Motto Wks. 1684 IV. 545 Ortho- 
dox and heretical . . are titles, that every man will apply as 
he lists, the one to himself and his adherents, the other to 
all others that he disfandes. 

Bisfashion ( disfarjbn), v. [f. Dis- 6 + Fashion 
v . : cf. obs. F. desfaqonner to beat down, destroy, 
(14th c. in Godef.).] trans. To mar or undo the 
fashion or shape of, to disfigure. (See Fashion v.) 

a 1535 More Wks. 99 (R.) Glotony. .disfigureth the face. . 
disfashioneth the body, a 1628 F. Greville Treat. Warres 
Iii. Poems (1633) 83 Their wealth, strength, glory growing 
from those hearts. Which, to their ends, they ruine and dis- 
fashion. 3881 Chr. Rossetti Pageant , etc. 156 Shame Itself 
maybe a glory and a grace, Refashioning the siri-disfash- 
ioned face. 1885 Mack ail Aeneid 146 Shapes of wolves .. 
whom with her potent herbs the deadly divine Circe had 
disfashioned. 

Disfavour, -or (disfi?»*v3i), sb. [f. Dis- 94- 
Favour sb, prob. after obs. F. desfaveur 'dis- 
fauor; want or losse of fau our ' (Cotgr.) ; cf. It. 
disfavors * & disfauour 9 (Florio), Sp. desfavor . ] 

X. The reverse or opposite of favour ; unfavour- 
able regard, dislike, discountenance, disapproval. 

*11533 Ld. Berners Gold. Bk. M. Aurel. xix. (R.) Ye 
women . . with a littel disfauour ye recouer great hatred. 
3535 Coverdale Prov. xix. 32 The kynges disfauoure is 
like y* roaringe of a Lyon. 1611 Speed Hist. Gt. Brit. 
vin, vi. § 12. 395 Robert Gemeticensis ... spread^ the Cur- 
taine of disfauour betwixt Goodwin and the King. 1665 
Wither Lord’s Prayer 27 Not knowing how to please one 
of their faigned gods without incurring the disfavour of 
another. 1787 Bentham Def. Usu/y Wks. 3843 III. 17 
The disfavour which attends the cause of the money-lender 
In his competition with the borrower. 3863 Longf. W ay- 
side Inn n. Theol. T. viii. At the gate the poor were waiting 
. . Grown familiar with disfavor. 3868 M. Pattison A cadent. 
Org. v. 369 The name of ‘professor' will neveq lose its 
disfavour until . . associated among us with the dignity of 
a life devoted to science. 

t 2 . An act or expression of dislike or ill will : 
the opposite of a favour. Obs. 

1556 Aurelio fy Isab. (1608) B, A thousand disfavours and 
a thousande woes. 1598 Yong Diana 277 When I.. had so 
many disfauours of ingratefull Diana. *33631 Donne Serm. 
lxxxiv. VI. 403 , 1 never needed my mistresses frowns and 
disfavours to make her favours acceptable to me. *647 
Clarendon Hist. Reb. 1, (1843) 20/2 He might dispense 
favours and disfavours according to his own election. 

3 . The condition of being unfavourably regarded. 
Hence to be {live, etc.) in disfavour, to bring, come, 
fall, etc. into disfavour. 

1381 Pettie Guazzo’s Civ. Com. 11. (1586) 53 Devising 
how to bring some Officer into the disfavour of Jus Prince. 
3600 Holland Livy xxvi. xl. 6iyHee was in disgrace 
mid disfavour with Hanno. a i66x Fuller Worthies (1840) 


DISFAVOUR, 
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DISFOREST, 


III. 281 This earl lost the love of lung Charles, living many 
years in his dis- favour. 1669 Pepys Diary 7 Apr., Mr. 
Eden, who was in his mistress’s disfavour ever since the 
Other night that he come in thither fuddled. 1849 Lewis 
Author, in Matters Opm. vi. $ xx (L.) The disfavour into 
which it [the government] may have fallen. 1858 Carlyle 
Fredk. Gt. {1865) I. in. xix. 259 The poor young Prince .. 
had fallen into open disfavour. 

4. In {the) disfavour of to the disfavour of', to 
the disadvantage of, so as to be unfavourable to. 

1590 Swinburne Testaments 12$ The disposition is thereby 
void • and that in disfauourof the testator. 1600 E. Blount 
tr. Conestaggio 99 He was not bounde to obey, if it were in 
his disfavour. 1710 Steele TatlerTSo. 211 p 3 Acquaint* 
ance has been lost through a general Prepossession in his 
Disfavour. 1838 Dickens Nick. Mick, xxxiv, The first 
comparisons were drawn between us, always in my dis- 
favour. 1858 Froude Hist. Eng-. III. 208 That actions of 
doubtful bearing should be construed to their disfavour. 

. -f5. Want of beauty; ill- favoured ness, disfigure- 
ment. Ohs. [Cf. Disfavour v. 2, Favour sb. 9.] 

1706 Phillips (ed. Kersey), Disfavour . . Disfigurement. 
Hence in Bailey. 1755 Johnson, Disfavour . . 3. Want of 
beauty. Diet. 

■ Disfa’vour, -or, v. [f. Dis- 6 + Favour v. : 
cf. the sb. ; also It. disfavorirei] 

1. irans. To regard or treat with the reverse of 
favour or good will ; to discountenance ; to treat 
with disapprobation. 

1570 Buchanan Admonitioun Wks. (1892) . 27 Y n King 
having . . persavit his unfaythfull dealing evir disfauourit 
him. 1583 T. Watson Centurie of Lone xxxvi. (Arb , \ 72 The 
heau’ns them selues disfauour mine intent. 1669 Clarendon 
Ess. Tracts (1727) 97 Persons who are like to disfavour our 
pretences, a 1745 Swift <J.), Might not those of . . nearer 
access to her majesty receive her own commands, and he 
countenanced or disfavoured according as they obey? 1881 
Times 13 July 6/3 The railway company favours a town by 
giving preferential low rates, while the trade of another 
town is disfavoured by having higher rates. 1895 Edin. 
Rev. Jan. 130 He disfavoured controversy, 
fb. To dislike. Obs. or dial. 

1399 Sandys Europe Spec. (1632) 175 Who it is thought 
doth disfavour them as much as his Father doted on them. 
1740 Dyche & Pardon, Disfavour ; to dislike, to take a 
pique at, or bear a grudge to a person. 

f 2 . To mar the countenance or appearance of ; 
to disfigure ; to render ill-favoured. Obs. 

1535 Cover dale Eccltts. xiv. 6 There is no thinge worse, 
then whan one disfauoureth himself. x6ox Holland Pliny 
II. 168 It scoureth away freckles and such flecks as disfauor 
the face. 1607 Tops ell Four-f. Beasts (1658) 159 Their 
whole visages so disfigured and disfavoured in a moment 
that their neerest friends . . cannot know them. 

Hence Disfavoured, fpl. a. 

x6ri Cotgr., Desfavorisi, disfauoured, out of fauour with. 
1863 A thensenm 23 Dec. 889/3 The unfavoured, or rather 
disfavoured, study of Sanscrit. 

t Disfa vonrable, a. Obs. [f. Dis- 10 + 
Favourable, after disfavour. Cf, It. disfavore- 
vole.’] Unfavourable ; adverse. 

1361 Stow Rich. If an. 1377 (R.‘t And manie other valient 
personages, who being emred the sea tasted fortune dis- 
fauourable. 

Hence f Disfa*vourably adv., Obs., with dis- 
favour ; unfavourably, adversely. 

1634 W. Mountague Devout Ess. 11. iv. § 4 (R.) These 
occurrences, which look so aversely to our reasons, and so 
disfavourably to our nature. 1806 J. Pytchks in Monthly 
Mag. XXI. 386 Should it be disfavourably received, I shall 
support my disappointment with becoming resignation. 

Dis£a*vourer. rare. [f. Disfavour v. 4* -be L] 
One who disfavours. 

ax6z6 Bacon (J.), Had it not been for four great dis- 
favourers of that voyage, the enterprise had succeeded. 

Bisfa’vourite, sb. rare . [f. Dis- 9 + Favour- 
ite : cf. It. disfavorito.’] One who is the opposite 
of a favourite ; one regarded with disfavour. 

x6ix Speed Hist. Gt. Brit. ix. via, (1632) 555 Kings 
brooke not to be braued by Subjects, nor is it wisedome 
for dis-fauourites to doe it. 1884 Daily Me-ws 30 Oct. 5/x 
He has his likes and dislikes, his favourites and liis dis- 
favourites (if we may use the word). 

So f Disfairourite v. Obs. trans., to depose 
from the position of a favourite, cast out of favour. 

X624 Bp. Mountagu Invoc. Saints 9 Aman that great 
Minion of the Persian Monarch, was disfavourited in 
a moment. 

Disfeat, obs. var. Defeat. 

Disfeature [disfJtilu), v. [f. Dis- 7 a or d 4* 
Feature sb. Cf. the parallel D kfeaturk, and OF. 
deffaiturer.] tram. To mar the features of; to 
disfigure, deface. Hence Disfeatured, Dis- 
featuring ppl. adjs.; Disfeaturement. 

1659 Rady A timony n. ii. in Hazl Dodslcy XIV. 291 For 
fear she should disfeature the Comeliness of her body. 18x3 
Coleridge Remorse in. ii, The goodly face of Nature 
Hath one disfeaturing stain the less upon it. xSyx Pal- 
grave Lyr. Poems 34 Through the streets they ran with 
flying hair, Disfeatured in their grief. 1879 J. Todhunter 
Alcestis 57 The prey of pale disfeaturing death, 1884 
H. S. Holland Good Friday Addr. 77 The horror . . of 
disfeaturement, of defilement, of impotence, to one Who 
was Himself Life. 1886 Sir F. H. Doyle Remin. 275, 
I should be sorry to hear that it [that country] had been 
. entirely disfeatured. ; 

Disfe llowship, sb. [f. Dis- 9 4- F ellowship 
W ant of or exclusion from fellowship. 

. x6o8 S. Hieron Defence hi. 7 Kneeling at the Lords feast 
is a cariage of abasement and inferiority, and such as im- 
ported! disfellowship with him. 1619 Denison Heav. Banq. 


(1631) 323. 1882 A. Mahan Autobiog. xi. 242 The spirit of 

exclusion and disfellowship. 

Bisfellowship, v. [Dis- 7 c.] irans. To 
exclude from fellowship (chiefly, religious com- 
munion) ; to excommunicate. (Now i/.S.) 

1849 Mormon Regul. in Frontier (Iowa) Guard. 28 Nov. 
(Bartlett), No person that has been disfellowshipped, or 
excommunicated from the church, will be allowed [etc.]. 
2883 A. Mahan Autobiog. ix. 170 In all directions we were 
openly disfellowshipped. 2882-3 Schaff Encycl. Retig . 
Knowl. I. 836 [Benj. Randall] was called to account for 
holding to an unlimited atonement and the freedom of the 
will, and was disfellowshipped. 2889 J. M. Whiton in 
Chr. World Pulpit XXXVI. 139 On the strength of a few 
sentences . . the Calvinists of the last century disfellow- 
shipped the Wesleyans. 

Disfe*n, V. [f. Dis- 7 b 4 - Fen sb.] trans. To 
deprive of the character of a fen; to make no 
longer fen-land. 

x88x E. W. Gosse in Encycl. Brit. XII, 62/1 The high 
fens, of which the greater part have been * disfenned ’ or 
stripped of peat, are found in Groningen, Friesland. 

t Bisfertile, v. Obs. [f. Dis- 8 + Fertile^.] 
tram. To deprive of fertility; to make barren. 

1605 Sylvester Du Bart as ii. Hi. i. Abraham 1347 
A broad standing Pool . . whose infectious breath Corrupts 
the Ayr, and Earth dis-fertileth. 

Bisfe*ver, v. [f. Dis- 7 a 4- Fever j&] tram. 
To free. from fever; to calm. 

1880 G. Meredith Trag. Com. x iv. (1892) 206 He stood 
. . disfevered by the limpid liquid tumult, inspirited by 
the glancing volumes of a force that knows no abatement. 

t Bisfrgnrate, a. Obs. In 4 -at. [ad. med. 
L. dis-, diffigurdtus (or It. disfigurato\ pa. pple. of 
disfigurare : see Disfigure v.] Disfigured, de- 
formed, misshapen. 

c 1381 Chaucer Pari. Foules 222 Disfigurat [MS. Cambr. 
Ff. x. 6 1 14 . . ) disfygured] was she, I nyl nat lye. 

Bisfiguration (disfigiur^Jan). [n. of action 
from Disfigure : see -ation. Cf. Defiguration 
and OF, desfiguration. ] = Disfigurement. 

1633 Gauden Hierasp. 237 We shall easily see the face of 
the holy Ministry, .restored, without any Disfiguration or 
Essentiall change, a 1713 Shaftesb. Miscell. n. Hi. (Seager) 
Prostrations, disfigurations, wry faces, beggarly tones. 
x8oo Med. frill. III. 101, I have seen no disfiguration of 
the skin from this variety of cow-pock. x88x Jefferies 
Wood Magic 1 1. vii. 193 The prince, full of ambition . . 
submitted to these disfigurations. 

Bisfi’gurative, a. rare. [f. Disfigure v. 
4- -ative.] Having a disfiguring tendency. 

1823 Examiner 452/2 You perceive in his left eye a very 
strong disfigurative cast. 

Disfigure (distrgiui), v. Also 5 dysfyger, 
-fygure, -fegoure, 5-6 disfygure, dysfigure, 6 
disfygour, desfigure. [ad. OF. desfigurer (mod. 
F .de-) — Pr. and Sp. desfigurar. It. disfigurare, 
med.L. diffgurare in Laws of Lombards (Du 
Cange), a Common Romanic vb. f. L. dis- 4- figura 
figure, figurare to figure. See also Defigure.] 

I. trans. To mar the figure or appearance of, 
destroy the beauty of; to deform, deface. 

C1374 Chaucer Troylus n. 174 (223) What lyst yow pus 
your self to disfigure, c 1386 — Pard. ProL $ T. 223 
O dronke man, disfigured is thy face, a 1450 Knt. de la 
Tour (1868) 25 She had her nose croked, the whiche shent 
and dysfigured her visage. 1326-34 Tindale Matt. vi. 16 
They desfigure their faces, that they myght be sene of men 
how they faste. 1590 Shaks. Com. Err. v. i. 183 To scorch 

f our face, and to disfigure you. 2667 Milton P. L. xi. 521 
)isfiguring not Gods likeness, but thir own. X794 Sullivan 
View Mat. I. 195 The least smoke would disfigure the rich 
landscape. _ 1889 F roude Chiefs of D unboy v. 55 His face., 
had been disfigured by a sabre cut. 

b. fig. To mar or destroy the beauty or natural 
form of (something immaterial). 

1799 S. Turner Anglo-Sax. (1836) I. iii. iii, 168 The 
authentic actions of Arthur have been so disfigured by the 
additions of the minstrels. 1849 Macaulay Hist. Eng. II. 
in Their diction was disfigured by foreign idioms. 1867 
Freeman Harm. Cong. (1876) I. vi. 433 Occasional acts of 
both craft and violence disfigure the whole of his career. 

+ c. To misrepresent injuriously. Obs. 

<2x643 J. Shute Judgem. fy Mercy (1645) 145 TTow ever 
some detractors dis-figured him to his Prince, he never 
spake of him without reverence. 

t 2. I'o alter the figure or appearance of ; to dis- 
guise. Obs. 

? c 1370 K. Robt. Cicyle in Halliw. Mugse Poet. 55 No man 
myght hym not knowe. He was so dysfygerde in a throwe. 
£1385 Chaucer L. G. W. 2046 Ariadne, And me so wel 
disfigure . . That . . ther shal no man me knowe. c 1430 
Merlin 74 May this be true, that 00 man may hym-self thus 
disfigure? 1394 Blundevil Exerc. vm. (ed. 7) 757 The 
crookednesse of the Meridians, which, .do so much disfigure 
..the true shape of the Regions, as they can scant be known. 
1663 Hooke Microgr. 217 'lhe Sun and Moon neer the 
Horizon, are disfigur'd. 17x3 Addison Cato iv. ii, Dis- 
figur’d in a vile Numidian dress, and for a worthless woman. 

The technical expression for: To carve (a 
peacock). Obs . 

c 1470 in Hors, Shepe 4 G. etc. (Caxton 1479, Roxb. repr.) 33 
A crane displayd A pecok disfigured A curlew unioynted 
1513 Bk. Meriting Aj in Babees Bk. 263 Disfigure that 
pecocke. 1706 Phillips (ed. Kersey), Disfigure that Pea- 
cock, i. e. Cut it up, a Term us’d in Carving at Table, 

1 4 . intr. To lose its figure, become misshapen. 
a x6x8 Sylvester Quadrains ofPibrac xxxix, The right 
Cube’s Figure . . Whose quadrat flatnesse never doth dis- 
figure. 


Hence Disfi'gnrmg vbl. sb. and ppl. a. 

1526 Pilgr. Perf. (W. de W. 1531) 271 Without ony great 
disfyguryng of the body. <2x631 Donne in Select. (1840) 
x6x In our fastings, there are disfigurings. 1648 Boyle 
Seraph. Love (1660) 3 By indistinct or disfiguring consider- 
ations. 1773 Han. More Let. in W. Roberts Mem. (1834) 
I. 52 Small-pox.. cannot be a more disfiguring disease than 
the present mode of dressing. 1893 A thenmum 27 Apr. 
532/3 The most disfiguring blemish is the way in which 
names are rendered. 

t Disfigure, sb. Obs. [f. prec. vb.] Dis- 
figurement. 

c 1386 Chaucer Wife's T. 104 He [Midas] preydebire that 
to no creature She sholde tellen of his disfigure. 1390 
Humble Motionwith Submission 25 No small disfigure vnto 
Christs church. 1697 R. Peirce Bath Mem. 1, vii. 181 It 
was no small Disfigure to him. 

Bisflgured (disfrgimd), ppl. a. [f. Disfigure 
v. 4- -ed 1 .] Defaced, disguised, etc.; see the vb. 
Hence Disfi* gnredness. 

14.. [see Djsfigurate]. 1563-73 Cooper Thesaurus s. v. 
Pranitas , Notable deformities in disfigured partes of the 
body. Ibid. Deformitie and disfigurednesse or crookednesse. 
1398 Florio, Sfgurato, formelesse, shapelesse, disfigured. 
1825 Southey Tale of Paraguay n. 27 Strangely disfigured 
truths. 

Bisfi.*gurement. [f. Disfigure v. 4- -ment ; 
cf. OF. deffigureement , later ddfigurement (Cotgr.).] 

1 . The action of disfiguring ; the fact or condition 
of being disfigured ; defacement, deformity. 

1634 Milton Camus 74 And they. .Not once perceive their 
foul disfigurement. 1756-7 tr. Keysler s Trav. (1760) II. 49 
The Carmelite church is not deled, the rafters, .being quite 
uncovered; hut this disfigurement is abundantly compen- 
sated by the beauty and splendor of it in other parts. 
1807-26 S. Cooper First Lines Surg. 359 The disease creates 
both great irritation and disfigurement. 1879 M. Arnold 
Irish Cat/i. Mixed Ess. x 15 Their vain disfigurements of 
the Christian Religion. 

2 . Something that disfigures (by its presence or 
addition) ; a deformity, defacement, blemish. 

164X Milton Ch. Govt. vi. (1851) 129 The scaffolding ., 
would be but a troublesome disfigurement, so soone as the 
building was fmisht. 1752 Hume Ess. xx. (R.), Pointed 
similes, and epigrammatic turns, especially when they recur 
too frequently, are a disfigurement rather than any embel- 
lishment of discourse. 1856 Stanley Sinai $ Pal. iii, (1838) 
179 'Phis mass of rock must always have been an essential 
feature or a strange disfigurement of the Temple area. 1874 
Micklethwaite Mod. Par. Churches 175 A dial is not 
necessarily a disfigurement to a tower. 

Bisfi'gnrer. [f. as prec. 4 -erL] One who 
or that which disfigures. 

17 73 Han. More Let. in W. Roberts Mem. (1834) L 51, 
I have just escaped from one of the most fashionable dis- 
figurers, and, though I charged him to dress me with the 
greatest simplicity, I absolutely blush at myself. 1823 W. 
Taylor in Monthly Rev. CII. 542 Some disfigurer of history. 
1873 M. Arnold Lit. Dogma (1876) 120 A defacer and dis- 
figurer of moral treasures which were once in better keeping. 

t Bisfrnger, v. Obs . [f. Dis- 7 c 4 - Finger 
j^.] trans. To let out of the fingers ; to part with. 

a 1632 Bromk Covent Card. in. Wks. 1873 II. 36 Never to 
look for money again, once disfinger’d, 

t Bisfri, v. Obs. [f. Dis- 6 or 8 4 - Fir v. or a.] 
trans. To render unfit ; to unfit. 

1669 Ph. Henry Diaries $ Lett. (1882) 2x8 His Age dts- 
fitting him for service, a 1714 M. Henry Wks. (1835) 1. 107 
It disfits you for communion^ with God. Ibid. I. 400 By 
their intemperance., [they] disfit themselves for the service 
of God. 

DisfiLe’sh, v. [f. Dis- 7 a + Flesh j&J trans. 
a. To deprive of flesh, b. To free from the flesh, 
disembody. 

1620 Shelton Quix. IV. xxv. 201 The best is not to run, 
that the lean strain not himself. , nor the fat man disflesh 
himself, 1865 Swinburne Atalanta 17 As one on earth 
disfleshed and disabled From breath or. blood corruptible. 

+ Bisfloirrisli, v. Obs. [f. Dis- 6 4- Flourish 
v.] intr. To wither, fade away. 

1640 O. Sedgwickk Christs Counsel! 10 His hand may 
shrivell and disflourish. 

Bisfllower, v. [f. Dis- 7 a 4- Flower sb. Cf. 
defiowerl\ trans. a. To deprive or strip of flowers, 
fo. To ruin or destroy as a flower. Hence Dis- 
fLowered ppl. a. 

x6o6 Sylvester Du Barfas ii. iv. ii. Trophies 1238 Our 
dis-flowred Trees, our Fields Hail-torn, a x6x8 — Selfe- 
civil- War 165 A fruitless Fruit, a dry pis-flowered Flower. 
1892 Idler Feb. 20 What tree .. Of its beauty then dis- 
flowered. ■ 

Disfoltaged : see Dis- 7 a. 

Bisforest (disfp*rest), v. Also 7 disforrest. 
[ad. OF. desforesler, f. des- = Dis- 4 4- Forest. 
Cf, the synonymous Deforest, De-afforest, Dis- 
afforest, med.L. dcajforestare, disafforest are.] 

1 . trans. «= Disafforest i. 

1502 Arnolde Chr on. (x8n) 20S Yf any wood other than. 
y» lordis wood.. be aforestid, to y e hurte of hym of whom 
y J wood were, it shalbe disforestid. 1542-3 Act 34-5 
■ Hen. VI I L c. 21 Disparked, disforested or destroied. x6xx 
Speed Hist. Gt.Brit. ix. xix, 60 [He] disforrested the great 
Field of Wichwood, which King Edward his Brother had 
inclosed for his game. 1726 Ayliffe Par ergon 217 (Lj I'he 
Archbishop of Dublin was fined three hundred marks for 
disforesting a forest belonging to his archbishoprick. x86© 
Trollops Framley P. i. 17 The forest will be disforested. 

fig- 

1624 Bp. Hall Peace-maker Wks, (1625! 537 The great 
King of Heaucn will disforest that peece of the World Which 


DISFORESTATION. 


DISGARNISH. 


hee calls his Church, and put it to tillage. 2829 Southey 
Sir T. More II. 358 My old haunts as a book-hunter in the 
metropolis were disforested, to make room for the improve- 
ments between Westminster and Oxford Road. 

% To clear of forests or trees. 

42x668 Davenant Anglesey Wks. (1673) 288 Or did her 
voyce . . Make all the Trees dance after her. And so your 
Woods disforrested 1 1796 Morse A mer. Geog. II. 180 The 
destroying axe . . accompanied the sword . . till the island 
became almost disforested. 2876 R. F. Burton Gorilla L. 
II. 275 These bush-burnings have .. disforested the land. 
Hence Disforesting vbl. sb . ; Disforestation. 
26x3-8 Daniel Coll. Hist. Eng. {1626) 167 The allowance 
of what disforrestation had heeretofore beene made was 
earnestly vrged. 1862 Q. Rev. Apr. 280 Before the dis- 
foresting of Cranborne Cnace, 1870 H. Macmillan Bible 
Teach, iv. 70 Palestine has become a parched and sterile 
land, on account of the disforesting of its mountains. 

f Bisfo*rzn., Obs. [Variant of Difform a.] 
Not in conformity : the opposite of Conform a. 

1656 Art if. Handsom . 171 The .. rule of ail humane 
actions. . is the mind and end of the doer, either conforme 
or disforme to the holy revealed will of Goa. 

1 this andUie. following words disf (diff) is probably 
sometimes a misprint for diff-. 

Bisfona (disf^um), V. rare . [f. Dis- 4 -Form 

v. : cf. the earlier parallel formations Difform, 
Deform, of Romanic origin.] 
f 1. trans. To mar the form, character, or con- 
dition of; to deform, disfigure, deface. Obs. 

2527 Lydgate’s Bochas vn. (1554) 171b, We be disfourmed 
IMS. Hart, 1766, If, 175 dyfformyd] in certeyn. 1557 
Paynel Barclay's Jngurth x x b, Now disformed by miserable 
calamite, poore and needy. 2623 tr. Ravine’s Theat. Hon . 
in.ii. 334 Disformed by abuse and Simonie. 1658 A. Fox 
IVurfz' Surg. in. x via. 279 The blister .. maketh still the 
wound disformed, so that itgroweth brown. 

2. To change or alter the form of, put out of 
shape, b. intr. (for refl.) To lose or alter its 
form or arrangement, rare. 

x363 Gladstone Juv, Mundi viii. (1870) 304 They seem 
to form, disform, and re-form before us, like the squares 
of coloured glass in the kaleidoscope. 1890 Sat. Rev . 
15 Mar. 326/1 A . . verb cxtvitow, to difform or disform, and 
a .. substantive, exrurrto/xa, disformation or alteration. 

+ BisfOTmate, a. Obs. rare, [ad. med.L. 
disformdt-us , pa. pple. of disformare (for cl.L, de- 
formdre ) : cf. It. disformare , OF. desfortni de- 
formed.] Deformed, disfigured. 

1491 Caxton Vitas Pair. (W. de W. 1495) n. 2x9 a/2 It is 
better for me to walke..bare hede and all dysformate. 

Bisforma'tion. rare . [n. of action from 

.piSFOSM v. 2.] Alteration of shape, deformation. 
1890 [see Disform v. 2]. 

+ Disformed, ppl. a. Obs. rare. [f. Disform 
v„ or OF. desformi + -ed.] a. Deformed, mis- 
shapen. b. Of different form : — Difformed. 

1591 Percivall Sp. Dict.yDisforme, disformed [Minsheu 
(1623) deformed], disagreeing in shape, De/or mis. 1644 
Digby Nat. Bodies (1645) 1. 405 Another childe .. borne 
disformed, in such sort as Divels are painted. 

t Bisfb’rmity. Obs. rare. [Variant of Dif- 
formity: cf. Disform.] a. —Deformity (quot. 
1494). b. Want of conformity : = Difformity. 

X494 Fabyan Citron, vi. clix.149 [They] chase rather to 
dye than to lyue in pryson with y c dysformyte. 1600 F. 
walker Sp. Mandeville 21b, The bones of Orestes . . being 
measured, were 7 cubits long, .and yet this is no great de- 
formity in respect of that which folio weth. 

1 3Hsfo*rtune- Obs , rare. [ad. OF. desfortune , 
f. des-, Dis- 4 + fortune Fortune.] Adverse for- 
tune, misfortune. 

a X529 Skelton Bk. 3 Foies, These enuious neuer laughe 
but . . at the disfortune of some body. 155 6 Aurelio 1 sab. 
(1608) N iv, Wyse men unto their ennemys ought e to keape 
their disfortunes cloase. 1592 Bacon Coffer. Pleasure ( 1 870) 
5 A . . griefe w ‘ h ariseth . . of . . y e accesse of a disfortune. 

t Disfra'me, v. Ohs. [f. Dis- 6 + F rame vi] 
trans. To destroy the frame, form, or system of; 
to undo the framing of, put out of order, derange. 

<7 x629 Layton Syons Plea Ep. Ded., Our disframed and 
distempered State, from Head to Foote is alt but one sore. 
1644 Quarles Barnabas 4 B. 314, I, the work of thine own 
hands, but wholly disframed by mine own corruptions. 

Disfranchise (disfra-ntjiz, -oiz), V. Also 5-6 
disfraun-. [f. Drs- 6 + Franchise v. : probably 
representing an AF. des-, disfranchise franchiser , 
f. des-, Dis- 4 + franchir, franchise -, and fran- 
chiser. Cf. the synonymous Disenfranchise. 

For pronunciation see note to Enfranchise.] 
trans. To deprive of the rights and privileges of 
a free citizen of a borough, city, or country, or of 
some franchise previously enjoyed. 

1467 in Eng. Gilds (1870) 375 How a citezen shalle be dis- 
fraunchised. 1333 in W. H. Turner Select Rec. Oxford 
(1880) 132 He..shalbe dysfranchesed opynly at Carfox. 1542 
Fabyafi s Chron. vn. 695 In y c sayd mayrs tyme, Sir Wylliam 
Fitz-William [was] disfraunchysed, because he wolde not be 
shyryfe. 1638 in Picton L’pool Munic. Rec. (1883) I. 126 
Hath . . beene disfranchised of his freedome of the same 
to wne. 1673 Baxter Let. in A nsw. Dodwell 86 An Emperor 
might, .depose all the Bishops by dis-franchmng the Cities. 
1763 Blackstone Comm. I. 484 Any particular member 
may be disfranchised, or lose his place in the corporation, 
by acting contrary to the laws of the society, or the laws of 
the land. 1870 Ruskin Led. Art i. 29 They are no more 
to consider themselves therefore disfranchised from their 
native land than the sailors of her fleets do. 
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b. esp. To deprive (a place, etc.) of the right 
of returning parliamentary or other representatives 
to deprive (persons) of the right of voting in par- 
liamentary, municipal, or other elections. 

2702 Luttrell Brief Rel. (1857) ^ 2 4 x The commons 
ordered a bill to be brought in to disfranchize that borrough. 
2772 Junius Lett. Ixix. 561, 1 question the power . . of the 
legislature to disfranchise a number of boroughs. 2842 
Spalding Italy <$• It. 1 st. III. 55 This system boldly shook 
off democracy ; for the citizens at large were disfranchised. 
2862 Ld. Brougham Brit. Const, vm. too The decayed 
burghs were disfranchised, and their members given to the 
counties. 3876 Bancroft Hist. U. S. I. xx. 548 The elective 
franchise was restored to the freemen whom the previous 
assembly had disfranchised. 

e. transf. and fig. To deprive of or exclude from 
anything viewed as a privilege or right. 

2582 J. Bell H addon * s A nsw. Osor. 498 We are not so 
mynded . . as to seeks to disfraunchise you of your froward, 
malapert sawcinesse. 1585-7 T. Rogers 39 Art. (1607) 311 
A prince contemning the censures of the church, is to be 
disfranchised out of the church. 1738 Warburton Div. 
Legat. I. xliv. Ded., Disfranchized of the Rights you have 
so wantonly and wickedly abused. 2846 Grote Greece 1. 
xvi. I. 567 Oracles which had once been inspired became 
after a time forsaken and disfranchised. 

Hence Disfranchised ppl. a., Disfranchising 
vbl. sb. and ppl. a. 

2467 in Eng. Gilds (1870) 378 Vppon peyne of euerych of 
them of disfraunchesynge. 1646 J. Hall Horse Vac. 13 
Wise men are timerous in the disfranchishing of their judge- 
ment. 1772 Junius Lett. Ixix, 361 The disfranchising of 
boroughs . . I consider as equivalent to robbing the parties 
of their freehold. 1865 Cornh. Mag. Aug. 166 The disfran- 
chised agent challenged his disfranchiser. 1870 Daily News 
28 Dec., The disfranchising effect of the cumulative vote, 

Bisfranckisement (disframtfizment). [f. 
prec. + -ment : cf. the parallel franchisement , af, 
en-franchisement. ] The action of disfranchising 
or fact of being disfranchised ; deprivation of the 
privileges of a free citizen, especially of that of 
voting at the election of members of the legisla- 
ture. 

2623 Cockeram, Disfranchisement , a taking away of ones 
freedome. 2647 Ward Simp. Cobler 50 Such usurpations 
are the .. disfranchisements of Freedome. # 1766 Sir J. 
Burrow Reports I. 525 (Jod.) In Yates’s case it is said there 
must be a custom, or a statute to warrant disfranchisement. 
2825 Syd. Smith Sp. Wks. 1859 II. 211/2 These very same 
politicians are now looking in an agony of terror at the dis- 
franchisement of Corporations containing twenty or thirty 
persons, sold to their representatives. 1877 Mrs. Oliphant 
Makers Flor. ii. 33 The revenge taken . . was no less than 
the complete disfranchisement of the Florentine nobility. 

Disfranchiser. [f- Disfranchise v. + -er 1 .] 
One who or that which disfranchises. 

x86x Working Men's Coll. Mag. III. 46 Improvidence and 
intemperance, .are the wholesale disfranchisers of the great 
‘ unrepresented ' class. 1863 [see Disfranchised]. 

t Bisfrange, V. Obs. rare, [irreg. f. Dis- I 
+ L. frang-ire to break. (The L. compound was 
dijfringere . )] trans. To break in pieces. 

1778 Apthorpe Preval. Chr. 254 Broken columns and dis- 
franged marbles. 

t Disfrank, v. Obs. rare. [f. Dis- 7 c + 
Frank sb. pig-sty, boar-stall.] trans. * To set 
free from the frank, or place in which, an animal 
was confined for feeding’ (Nares). 

2638 Hist. Albino fy Bellanta 131 (N.) Intending to dis- 
frank an ore-growne boare. 

t Disfrau'gkt, v, Obs. rare. [f. Dis- 7 a 
+ Fraught so. cargo, load.] trans. To unload. 
2599 Nashe Lenten Stuffeif^x) 158 Having disfraughted 
and unloaded his luggage. 

t Bis£reque*nt, v. Obs. [f. Dis- 6 + Fre- 
quent v.] trans. To cease to frequent or attend. 

2646 Gaule Cases Consc. 82 Noted for long dis-frequenting 
and neglecting the Church. 1666 G. Alsop Maryland (1869) 
41 The Hogs .. do disfrequent home more than the rest of 
Creatures that are look'd upon as tame. 

Hence f Disfreque-nter, one who disuses. 

2646 Kingdomes Weekly Intelligencer 16 Mar. 453 The 
Disfreguent ers of the Gowne shall put it on againe. 

tBisfri*ar, v. Obs . [f. Dis- 7 b + Friar.] 
trans. To deprive of the order of a friar; refl. 
to divest oneself of friar’s orders. 

1599 Sandys Europae Spec. (1632) 22 Over great severitie 
would cause a great number to disfrier themselves, 2639 
Fuller Holy War v. vi. (1647) 238 Many did quickly un- 
nunne and disfriar themselves. 

t Disfrie’ndship. Obs. [f. Dis- 9 + Friend- 
ship.] The opposite of friendship ; unfriendliness, 
enmity, disaffection. 

2493 Sc. Acts Jas. IV(i$gj) § 40 Swa that it make na mair 
trouble nor dis-freindship amangst the Kings lieges. 2379 
F enton Guicciard. hi. 107 They pretended to haue no dxs- 
friendship with him, 1652 Earl Monm. tr. Bentivoglio's 
Histor. Rel. 41 They have no occasion of friendship or 
disfriendship with the King of Polonia. 

Disfroxk, v. [f. Dis- + Frock sb. : cf. OF. 
des-,deffroqtter, and Defrock.] trans. To deprive 
of the clerical garb, and hence of the clerical 
character ; to unfrock. Hence Disfro’cked 
ppl. a . 

1837 Carlyle Fr. Rev. lit. 1, i. (1872) 4 Disfrocked Chabot 
adjures Heaven that at least we may ‘have done with 
Kings \ 1856 Froudf. Hist. Eng. 1 1, 20 The continent was 
covered with disfrocked monks. 1879 H. James American 
309 If the abbe is disfrocked for his share iu it. 


Disful&T* v. nonce-wd. [Dis- 6.] trans , To 
do the opposite of fulfilling ; not to fulfil. Hence 
Disfnlfi'Iment. 

2818 Bentham Church of Eng. 456 Should it [prophecy] 
be disfulfilled, then [etc.]. 1823 Not Paul 285 His pro- 
hecy would have been disfulfilled ; but . .his purposes would 
ave been fulfilled. Ibid., The disfulfilment would indeed 
take place. 

f Disftrlse, V. Sc. Obs. [a. OF. desfueille-r, 
deff-y ffiod.F. difeuiller, f. des-, Dis- + feuille leaf.] 
trans. To strip of leaves: * Defoil vP } Defo- 
liate v. 

C2375 Barbour Troy-bk. 11. 2652 And had J>® treis dis* 
puljeit Of hare faire flouris and disfuljeit. 

XMsfUTnish, [ad. OF. desfourniss ex- 
tended stem of desfournir , also deff-, defcurnir, f. 
des-, Dis- 4 + fournir to Furnish.] trans. To 
deprive or divest of that wherewith it is furnished ; 
to strip of furniture or belongings ; to render de- 
stitute (of). 

2332 Elyot Gov. 11. vix. (1883) 75 Whan the emperour 
shuld be disfurnisshed of seruauntes. 2577 Fenton Gold. 
Epist. 183 He hath disfurnished them of their principal 
weapons. 2392 Shaks. Two Geni.yi. i. 14 My riches, are 
these poore habiliments, Of which, if you should here dis- 
furnish me, You take the sum and substance that I haue. 
1649 Roberts Clovis Bibl. 249 Disfurnishing the Temple of 
utensils. 1732 Neal Hist. Purit. I. 222 The risk the 
University would run of being disfurnished of students. 2748 
Richardson Clarissa Wks. 1883 VIII. 432 Her closet, her 
chamber, her cabinet, given up to me to disfurnish. 1887 
Lowell Democr. 203 The Indians showed a far greater 
natural predisposition for disfurnishing the outside of other 
people’s heads than for furnishing the insides of their own. 

Hence DisfuTnistted ppl. a., Disfu*rnishing 
vbl. sb. 

ax 577 Gascoigne Wks. (1587) 204 Though his absence 
were unto hir a disfurnishing of eloquence. 2670 Cotton 
Espertton 1. 11. 46 To succour a weak, and disfurnish’d Prince, 
against an armed and prevailing Subject. 2799 Southey 
Lett. (1856) 1. 73, 1 seize a leisure minute, and a disfurnished 
room . .to write to you. 2857 H. Miller Test. Rocks vii. 
270 The disfurnished earth was peopled anew. 

Bisfu'rmskment. U- P r ®c. + -ment.] The ac- 
tion of disfurnishing, or fact of being dislurnished. 

1603 Breton Dign. or Ind. Man 202 For his Disfurnish- 
ment of Defence, his Defenders are provided. 2623-18 
Daniel Coll. Hist. Eng. (1626) 28 [He] withdrawes all cattle 
and prolusions . . for their owne store, and disfurnishment 
of the enemie. 2820 Lamb Elia Ser. 1. Two Races of Men, 
Thus, furnished by the very act of disfurnishment ; getting 
rid of the cumbersome luggage of riches. 

f BisfuTnitnre. Obs. [f. Dis- 9 4* Furni- 
ture.] The act of disfurnishing ; removal, depriva- 
tion; disfurnishment. 

2563 Act 8 Eliz. c. xi § 1 The Disfurniture of Service to 
be done to the Queen’s Majesty. 2654 W. Mountague 
Devout Ess. u. viii. § 3 (R.) We may.. with much ease bear 
the disfurniture of such transitory moveables. 

f Bisg[a*ge f obs. [a. 16th c. F. desgager 
‘to vugage, disingage ’ (Cotgr.), OF. desguagier , 
mod.F. digager , f. des-, Dis- 4 + gager to engage, 
pledge, wager.] trans. To release from pledge or 
pawn ; to set free, disengage. 

2394 Kyd Cornelia in. in Hazl. Dodsley V. 209 But when 
our soul the body hath disgag’d, It seeks the common passage 
of the dead. 1603 Holland Plutarch's Mor. 232 (R ) Those 
who had lever lay to gage and pawn their goods . . then 
to sell up all and disgage themselves at once. 

t DisgaTlaait, v. Obs. rare. [f. Dis- 8 -f 
Gallant a ] trans. To strip or deprive of gal- 
lantry or courage ; to discourage, dispirit. 

2599 B. Jonson Cynthia’ s R ev . in. i. Sir, let not this dis- 
countenance or dis-gallant you a whit. 2640 Glafthorne 
Ladies Privil, 1. Wks. (1874) II. 97, I would not have., 
the least Pimple in her countenance discompos'd, it does 
Disgallant a whole beauty. 

t Disgaol (disid^T), v. Obs. rare. [f. Dis- 7 b 
+ Gaol ^.] trans. To divest of the character or 
nature of a gaol. 

2647 Digges Unlaw f Taking Arms § 4. 160 He will con- 
tribute His utmost endeavours, that His owne Castles.. may 
be disg^aoled. 

t DlSga*rbage, V. Obs. rare. [f. Dis- 7 a 
+ Garbage.] trans. To deprive of the entrails } 
to disembowel. Hence f Disga’rbaging vbl. sb. 

2612 tr. Benvenuto's Passenger (N.), In winter time they 
are excellent, so they be fat and quickely roasted, without 
disgarbaging of them. 

t Disga*rboi 2 , v. Obs. [f. Dis- 5 + Garboil 
taken in sense c disbowel perh. through confusion 
with garbage : cf. prec.] trans. To disbowel. 

2366 Painter Pal. Pleas. (1575) II. Pref,, Aristotimvs dis- 
garboyleth the intralles of Tiranny. 2399 Broughton s Lett. 
lii. 13 Which sacrifice you could neuer yet offer, .till you .. 
disgarboyle your selfe of those corrupt affections. 

Disgarland (disgauland), v. [f. Dis- 7 a + 
Garland j^.] trans. To divest of a garland or 
garlands. Hence DisgaTlanding vbl. sb. 

1626 Drumm. of Hawth, Poems Vlbs. (1711) 12 0 Pan .. 
Forsake thy pipe, a scepter take to thee, Thy locks disgar- 
land, thou black Jove shall be. 2879 G. Meredith Egoist 
II. 315 Good progress was made to the disgar landing of 
themselves thus far. 

Disgarnisll (disga'inif), v. [a, OF. dcsgarniss- 
extended stem of desgarnir, -guamir (nth c. in 
Hatz.-Darm.'i, mod.F. digarmn f. des-, Des- 4 -b 
garnir to Garnish.] 
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trans. To deprive of that which garnishes ot 
furnishes; to strip of garnishment, disfurnish, de- 
spoil. 

1450 Merlin 291 Thei wolde not disgarnyssh the londe of 
peple. 1481 Caxton Myrr. nr. xxi. 181 Synne .. is voyde 
and disgarnysshed of all goodnes. 1530 Palsgr. 519/1 This 
house is disgarnysshed, me thynke, now he is gone. 1598 
Barret Theor. Warres v. i. 148 Whosoeuer is found dis- 
garnished of his Armes. 2649 Drumm. of Hawth. Hist. 
Jas. I, Wks. (17 1 1) 2 If it should fall forth, .that this prince 
by usurpers and rebels were disgarnished of his own crown. 
1653 H. Cogan tr. Pinto's Trav. lx. (1663) 247 The Scaffold 
was disgarnished of all the richest pieces about it. 1831 
Sir W. Napier Penins. War xi. viii. (Rtldg.) II. 125 The 
front . . was . . disgarnished of troops. 1868 Holme Lee 
B. Godfrey xxvi. 137 The small sleeping-closets . . had been 
disgarnished. 

Hence Disga*rnis!ied ppl. a.; -ing vbl. sb. 

1483 Caxton G. dela Tour A j, They ben yonge and litil 
and dysgarnysshed of all wytte and reson. 1523 Ld. Ber- 
ners Froiss. I. ccclxxvi, 626 Whan they were come to this 
passage . . they founde it nat disgarnished. 1812 Edin. Rev. 
XX. 249 For the disgarnishing of idolatrous houses. 

Disga'rrison, v. Obs. or arch. [f. Dis- 7 a 
+ Garrison sb.~\ trans . To deprive of a garrison. 

1594 J. Dickenson A risbas (1878)42 The . . discouerers of 
my desire, disgarisond my thoughts of wonted fancies. 
1647 Sir T. Fairfax Let. in x-zthRep. Hist. MSS. Comm. 
App. v. 3 , 1 have thought fit to give order to Major Mark- 
ham to remove the forces from Belvoir and to disgarrison 
the place. 1691 Wood A tk. Oxon, II. 298 When Winchester 
Castle was disgarrison’d, it was given to him. 1879 Q. Rev. 
No. 295. 171 Next year the castle was disgarrisoned. 

Disgavel (disgse*v£l), v. Law . [f. Dis- 7 a + 
gavel (Gavelkind) sb.] trans. To relieve or 
exempt from the tenure of gavelkind. Hence 
Hisga-velling vbl. sb. and ppl. a. 

1683 Siderfin Rep, 1. 137 Les primer Statutes de Disgavel- 
ing come Wiats Stat. 15 H. 8. 1741 T. Robinson Gavel- 

kind i. 6 Before the Time of the disgavellxng Statute. 1767 
Blackstone Comm, II. 85 By statute 31 Hen. VIII. c. 3. for 
disgavellxng the lands of divers lords and gentlemen in the 
county of Kent, they are directed to be descendible for the 
future like other lands, which were never holden by service 
of socage. 1875BLACKMORE Alice Lorraine I. xv. 151 The 
land had been disgavelled.^ 1881 19 th Cent. Aug. 298 Not- 
withstanding the disgavellxng of many estates . . the area 
subject to the operation of the law is still large. 

Disgeneral, Disgemus : see Dis- 7 a, 9. 
Bisgeme*ric, a. [Dis- io.] Of different 
genera : the opposite of congeneric . 

In recent Diets. 

Disgest, -gestion : see Digest, Digestion. 
t Disge'ntilizej, v. Obs. rare. [f. Dis- 6 + 
Gentilize.] trans . To deprive of gentle rank. 

1621 Court 4* T. fas. I (1849) II. 242 Some say he shall., 
be quite disknighted and disgentilised for ever. 

tBisghrbelline, v. Obs. nonce-wd. [Dis- 
7 b.] trans. To distinguish, as a Guelph from 
a Ghibelline. 

167a Marvell Reh. Transp . 1. 299 In their conversation 
they thought fit to take some more license the better to dis- 
Ghibeline themselves from the Puritans. 

Bisgig V . : see Dis- 7 a. 
t Bisgrrd, v. Obs. [f. Dis- 6 + Gird vl] 
trans. To strip of that which girds ; to ungird. 

2610 Holland Camden's Brit. i. 780 Afterwards disgirded 
of his militarie Belt. 

Disgise, etc., obs. form of Disguise, etc. 
t Bisglo’rify, v. Obs. rare. [f. Dis- 6 + 
Glorify v .] trans. To deprive of glory ; to treat 
with dishonour. 

1577 Dee Relai. Spir, 1. (1659) 64 Angels .. in state dis* 
glorified and drent in confusion. 1671 Milton Samson 442 
Disglorified, blasphem’d and had in scorn. 

t BisgXcrry. Obs. [f. Dis- 9 + Glory sb.] 
The opposite of glory : dishonour. 

1547-64 Bauldwin Mor. Philos. (Palfr.) n, ii, What greater 
ground of disglory ? What greater occasion of dishonour ? 
1577 Northbrooke Dicing (1843) 20 How can you say that 
you are gathered togither in Christes name, when you doe 
all things to the disglorie thereof. 

tBisglo-se, v, Obs. rare. [f. Dts- 5 + glose, 
Gloze v.) To beguile or deceive thoroughly. 

156s Darius (i860) 23 Surely my eyes do dysglose If yonder 
1 do not see hym commynge. 

+ Disglcrss, v. Obs. rare. [f. Dis- 7 a + Gloss 
trans. To deprive of gloss or sheen. 

*56* Phaer AEneid. ix. Ddj, Stones with bumpes his 
plates disglosse. 

Bisglxrt, v. rare. [f. Dis- 6 + Glut v.] trans. 
To empty of its contents. 

1800 Hurdis Fav. Village 100 The sportsman’s tube, dis- 
glutted o’er the lake, Pours a long echo. 

Bisglu’tixxate, v. rare. [f. Dis- 6 + Glutin- 
ate v.\ trans. To unglue, Deglutinate. 

1870 C. J. Smith Syn.^ Antonyms, Agglutinate, Antonym 
..Resolve, Disglutinate. 

BisgcrddecL ppl a. rare. [f. Dis- 7 + God + 
-ED.] Deprived of godhead or divinity ; ungod- 
like. /■ ■ 

1877 Blackie Wise Men 36 Leaving For the bright smile 
that warms the face o’ the world A bald, disgodded, light- 
less, loveless grey ! 

Disgolf, obs. form of Disgulf v. 

Bisgood : see Dis- 8. 

[Bisgore, spurious word in Ash, etc. : see Dis- 
gorge 3.] 


Disgorge (disgfjdg), v. [ad. OF. desgorger 
(moci.F. lUgorger, whence Degorge), f. des- y Dis- 
4 + gorge throat, Gorge: cf. It. (di)sgorgare.] 

1 . trans. To eject or throw out from, or as from, 
the gorge or throat ; to vomit forth (what has been 
swallowed). 

c 1477 Caxton Jason 75 The which thre bestes so dredefull 
disgorged and caste out fyre of their throtes. 1602 Holland 
Pliny I. 307 [Rats] swallow. . them whole downe the gullet, 
and afterwards straine and struggle .. vntill they_ disgorge 
again the feathers and bones that were in their bellies. 1677 
Otway Cheats ofScapin n. i, How easily a Miser swallows 
a load, and how difficultly he disgorges a grain. 1774 
Goldsm. Nat. Hist.( 1776) VII. 31 1 The leech ..disgorges the 
blood it has swallowed, and it is then kept for repeated ap- 
plication. 1873 Miss T hackeray Old Kensington ii, J onali’s 
whale swallowed and disgorged him night after night. 

b. Jig. To discharge as if from a mouth; to 
empty forth; esp. to give up what has been wrong- 
fully appropriated. 

a 1529 Skelton Trouth $ Information (R.) But woo to 
suche informers . . That . . Disgorgith theyr veneme. 15S7 
Turberv. Trag. T. (1837) 228 Disgorge thy care, abandon 
feare. 1606 Shaks. Tr. 4 Cr. Prol. 7 2The deepe-drawing 
Barke do there disgorge Their warlike frautage. 1776 
Gibbon Deal. $ F. I. iv. 84 The dens of the amphitheatre 
disgorged at once a hundred lions. 2808 Wellington in 
Gurw. Deep. IV. 121 Some mode., to make the French 
Generals disgorge the church plate which they have stolen. 
2855 Prescott Philip II, I. 11. iii. 173 It was. .time that 
the prisons should disgorge their superfluous victims. 188a 
J. Taylor Sc. Covenanters (Cassell) 253 The grandson . . 
was compelled to disgorge the property of which the General 
had plundered the Covenanters. 

C. absol. 

2608 Armin Nest Ninn. 7 The World, ready to disgorge at 
so homely a present. 2638 Sir T, Herbert Trav. (ed. 2) 223 
After I had disgorg’d abundantly, I fellinto a sound sleeps. 
2667 Milton P. L. xii. 158 The river Nile . . disgorging^ at 
seaven mouthes Into the Sea. 2794 Sullivan View Nat. 
II. Y iij, Caverns full of water . . disgorging upon the earth. 
2868 Milman St. Pauls 351 At the Restoration he was 
forced to disgorge. 

2 . trans. To discharge or empty (the stomach, 
mouth, breast, etc.). 

c 1592 Marlowe Massacre Paris in. ii, Then come, proud 
Guise, and here disgorge thy breast. 1597 Shaks. 2 Hen. IV , 
1. iii. 97 So, so, (thou common Dogge) did’st thou disgorge 
Thy glutton-bosome of the Royall Richard. 1637 Heywood 
Dial. 1. Wks. 1874 VI. 100 Their stomacks some disgorg’d. 
1862 Hulme tr. Moguin-Tandon 11. in. iv. 146 It was the 
custom to throw away all leeches which had been used ; they 
are now disgorged, and preserved for a future occasion, 
b. refl . To empty or discharge oneself. 

2607 J. King Serm.y , 7 Nov., They, .want but meanesand 
matter wherein to disgordg themselues. C2645 Howell 
Lett. (1650) I. 9 The sea . . meeting .. rivers that descend 
from Germany to disgorge themselves into him. 1679 
Establ, Test 24 If the Spirit moves, he can disgorge himself 
against the Priests of Baal, the Hirelings. 1712 Addison 
Sped. No. 309 l* 15 The four Rivers which disgorge them- 
selves into the Sea of Fire. 2868 Hawthorne Ainer. Note - 
bks. (1879) I. 231 Several vessels were disgorging themselves. 

t 3 . Farriery. To dissipate an engorgement or 
congestion [cf. F. digorger in same sense]. Obs. 

1727 Bailey vol. II., Disgorge [with Farriers] is to discuss 
or disperse an Inflammation or swelling. 1737 [see De- 
gorge]. 2753 Chambers Cycl. Suppl. s v.. If a horse’s legs 
are gorged or swelled, we say he must he walked out to 
disgorge them. [1775 Ash mispr. Disgore ; whence in some 
mod. Diets.] 

Hence Disgorged ppl. a ., Disgo*rging vbl. s 
2612 Cotgr., Desgorge, disgorged. Desgorgement , a dis- 
gorging. 163a Lithgow Trav. vx. 255 Woefull accidents, 
and superabounding disgorgings [floods]. 1681 N. Resbury 
Fun. Serm. 9 As he had been a mighty devourer of Books, 
so his very disgorgings . . had generally more relish than the 
first cookery. 2822 T. L. Peacock Maid Marian x iv, The 
reluctant disgorgings of fat abbots and usurers. 

Disgorgement (dis^-id^ment). [f. prec. vb. 
+ -ment : cf. OF. desgorgement (1548 in Hatz.- 
Darm.).] The action of disgorging ; a discharging 
as from the throat or stomach. 

c 2477 Caxton Jason 115 b, The cloth of golde shone hy 
the disgorgements of the water. 2632 Lithgow Trav. 1. 13 
This River of Tyber . . made muster of his extravagant 
disgorgements, a 2656 Bp. Hall Rem. Wks. (1660) 162 The 
. . presses are openly defiled with the most loathsome dis- 
gorgements of their wicked blasphemies. 1788 Clarkson 
Impol. Slave Tr. 55 There, is a continual disgorgement of 
seamen from these vessels into the islands. 2837 Blackw. 
Mag. XLI. 246 The disgorgement of past plunder, 

Bisgorger (disg^.id3ai). [f. as prec.+-ERi.] 
One -who or that which disgorges, spec. A device for 
extracting a gorged hook from the throat of a fish. 

2867 F. Francis A ngling \v. (1880) 229 A disgorger . . is a 
piece of metal or bone with a notch at the end.. 1875 1 Stone- 
henge’ Brit. Sports 1. v. iii. § 20. 337 Attempting, by means 
of the disgorger, to remove them while he is alive. 2883 
Fisheries Exhib. Catal. 62. 

t DisgO'Spel, v. Obs. nonce-wd. [f. Dis- 7 a 
+ Gosfel j<^.] trans. To deprive of the gospel 
or of gospel character; to oust the gospel from 
practical life. Hence + Bisgcspelling ppl, a. 

1642 Milton Apol. Smeci. xii. Wks. 1738 I. 133 Who pos- 
sess huge Benefices for lazy Performances, great Promotions 
only for the execution of a cruel disgospellmg Jurisdiction. 

BisgO'Spelize, V. rare . [Dis- 6.] trans. 

To deprive of or exclude from the gospel. 

2888 S. G. Osborne in Times , 6 Oct. 12/3 That tens of 
thousands . . are living disgospelized, so born and reared as 
to be of a race , the gospel . . teachings cannot touch. 


f Bisgoirt, v. Obs. rare. [f. Dis- 7 a + Gout 
jA] trans. To free or relieve from gout. 

2622 Florio Sgoitare. .also to disgout. 274.8 Richardson 
Clarissa Wks. 1883 VII. 286 Lord M. . . turning round and 
round .. his but just disgouted thumb. 

Bisgo’vern, V. nonce-wd. [Dis- 6.] trans. 
To leave ungoverned ; to refrain from governing. 

2878 H. Wright Mental Trav. 78 The object of states- 
manship at Nomunniburgh is not to govern but to disgovern 
as much as possible, 

Bisgovm (disgeurn), v. [f. Dis- 7 a + Gown sb . : 
cf. disrobe .] a. trans. To strip or deprive (any one) 
of his gown, spec . of a university or clerical gown, 
and thus of the degree or office which it symbolizes, 
b. intr. (for ref.) To throw off or relinquish one’s 
gown. 

<22734 North Exam. (1740)222 (D.) He disgowned and 
put on a sword, 1887 Globe 1 Oct. 2/4 [He] had been a 
clergyman, but had been disgowned for malpractices. 

Disgrace (disgr^’s), sb. [a. F. disgrdee ‘ a 
disgrace, an ill-fortune, defeature, mishap ; also 
vncomelinesse, deformitie, etc/ (Cotgr.), ad. It. dis - 
grazia 'a disgrace, a mishap, a misfortune ’ (Florio), 
f. Dis- 4+ grazia Grace; cf. Sp. desgracia ‘dis- 
grace, misfortune, unpleasantness’, med.L . disgrdtia 
(15th c. in Du Cange).] 

1 . The disfavour of one in a powerful or exalted 
position, with the withdrawal of honour, degrada- 
tion, dishonour, or contumely, which accompanies 
it : f a. as exhibited by the personage who inflicts 
it (obs.); b. as incurred or experienced by the 
victim: the state of being out of favour and honour. 

a. 2581 Pettie Guazzo's Civ . Conv. 1. (1586' 28 b, Shee 
went about to bring into the disgrace of the Dutches all 
the Ladies of the Court. 2600 JE. Blount tr. Conestaggio 
12 Ambition and feare of the Kings disgrace were of such 
force, that the Nobles. . durst not open their mouthes. 

b. 2586 A. Day Eng. Secretary (1625) 1. 242 The disgrace 
that quickly you shall sustaine. 1605 Shaks. Mach. iii. vi. 
23, I heare Macduffe liues in disgrace. 1659 B. Harris 
Pa-rival's Iron Age 267 The Spaniards offered him [Card. 
Mazarin] all kindness of favour in his disgrace. 1849 
Macaulay Hist. Eng. II. 160 The King .. had determined 
that the disgrace of the Hydes should he complete. Mod. 
The minister was living in retirement, being in disgrace at 
Court. 

fe. A disfavour; a dishonour; an affront. Obs. 
a 1586 Sidney (J.), To such bondage he was . . tied by her 
whose disgraces to him were graced by her excellence. 
2586^ B. Young Guazzo's Civ. Conv. iv. 206 b, With my un- 
luckie sport I have gotten your disgraces, a 2626 Bacon 
(Webster 1864), The interchange continually of favours 
and disgraces. 2652 Hobbes Govt. <$• Soft xv. § 18. 257 If 
it command somewhat to be. .done, which is not a disgrace 
to God directly, but from whence by reasoning disgraceful! 
consequences may be derived. 1739 Cibber A pol. (1756) I. 
296 Several little disgraces were put upon them. 

"{* 2 . The disfavour of Fortune (as a disposer of 
human affairs); adverse fortune, misfortune. Obs. 

2590 Greene Neuer too late (x6oo) 2 Midst the riches of 
his face, Griefe deciphred high disgrace. 2600 E. Blount 
tr. Conestaggio 15 Sent his ambassadors to the said King, 
letting him understand of his disgrace. 1653 H. Cogan tr. 
Pinto's Trav. i. 1 No disgrace of Fortune ought to esloign 
us. .from the duty which we are bound to render unto God. 
2697 Dryden Virg. Georg, iv. 143 That other looks like 
Nature in Disgrace. 

i*b. A misfortune, Obs. 

1622 R. Hawkins Voy, S. Sea (1847) 273 With these dis- 
graces upon them and the hand of God helping us. 2627 
Lisander Sf Cal. iv. 74, I shall alwaies bless my disgraces 
which have wrought mee this felicity. 2748 Smollett Rod. 
Rand. 1 2780) I. 287 Notwithstanding the disgraces which 
had fallen to her share, she had not been so unlucky as 
many others. 

3 . Dishonour in general or public estimation ; 
ignominy, shame. 

*593 Shaks. Rich. IT, 1. i. 233, I slew him not ; but (to 
mine owne disgrace) Neglected my sworne duty in that 
case. 2639 S. Du Verger tr. Camus’ Admir. Events 54 
If ever he saw him approach his wife, he would . , 
resist force by force . . to drive disgrace from his house. 
2728 Pope Dime. n. 175 A second effort brought but new 
disgrace. 1856 Froude Hist. Eng. (1858) II. xi. 467 The 
disgrace which the queen’s conduct had brought upon her 
family. 2863 Geo. Eliot Romola n. xxiii, Tito shrank with 
shuddering dread from disgrace. 

1* 4 . The expression of dishonour and reprobation ; 
opprobrium, reproach, disparagement ; an expres- 
sion or term of reprobation. Obs. or arch. 

" 2586 A. Day Eng. Secretary 11. (1625' 86 When . . a word 
is either in praise or disgrace ..repeated. 2608 Bp. Hall 
Char. Vertues V. 102 If hee list not to give a verbal' 
disgrace, yet bee shakes his head and smiles. 2627 — ■ Recall . 
Treat. 977 Every vice hath a title, and every vertue a dis- 
grace. 1660 Trial Regie. 174 You spake , . against the 
King by way of disgrace against him and his family. 2676 
Hobbes Iliad in. 33 Then Hector him with words of great 
disgrace Reproved. [2855 Tennyson Maud 11. i. 14 He . . 
Heap’d on her terms of disgrace.] 

5 . An occasion or cause of shame or dishonour ; 
that which brings into dishonour. 

2590 Spenser F. Q. 1. i. 31 To all knighthood it is foule 
disgrace, That such a cursed creature lives so long a space. 
2597 Shaks. 2 Hen. IV, 11. ii. 15 What a disgrace is it to 
me, to remember tbjr name ? c 1720 Baynard (J.), And is it 
not a foul disgrace, To lose the boltsprit of thy face? 2856 
Emerson Eng. Traits, Wealth Wks. (Bohn) II. 69 , 1 found 
the two disgraces . . are. first, disloyalty to Church and 
State, and, second, to be born poor, or to come to poverty. 
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*875 Jowett Pinto (ed. 2) V. 178 Is not the knowledge of 
words without ideas a disgrace to a man of sense? 

1 6. Marring of the grace of anything ; disfigure- 
ment. Obs. 

1581 Petti e Gnazsds Civ, Conv. in. (1586) 126 To take 
away some wart, moale, spot, or such like disgrace com- 
ming by chaunce. 2598 St, John's Coll. Agreem. in Willis 
& Clark Cambridge (1886) II. 251 The Chimneys shalbe 
taken dowen and Raysed in some other Convenient place 
without disgrace of the new court. 

7. Want of grace. +a. of person : ill-favoured- 
ness (obs.) ; b. of mind; ungracious condition or 
character, rare. 

1596 Spenser P. Q. v. xii. 28 Their garments . . Being all 
rag’d and tatter’d, their disgraces Did much the more aug- 
ment. 1861 T. WiNTHRQP Cecil Dreemev. (1876) 75 Even 
a coat may be one of the outward signs by which we betray 
the grace or disgrace that is in us. 

Disgrace (disgr^'s), v. [a. F. disgracier (1552 
in Hatz.-Darm.), ad. It. disgraziare , f. disgrazia 
(see prec.). So Sp. dcsgraciar?[ 
fl. tram. To undo or mar the grace of; to de- 
prive of (outward) grace ; to disfigure. Ohs. 

1549-62 Stern hold & H. Ps. ciiL 16 Like the flower.. 
Whose glosse and beauty stormy winds do utterly disgrace. 
2551 Robinson tr, PI ore's Utop. 14 Rude and vnlearned 
speche defaceth and dtsgracelh a very good matter. 2555 
Watreman Fardle Facious 1. v. 69 The woman had her 
nose cut of, wherwith . . the whole beautie of her face was 
disgraced. 1577 B. Googe H eresbacfi s Husb. n. (1586) 
115 b, His paunch shal the lesse appeer, which both dis- 
graceth him and burdneth him. 1709 Pope Ess. Crit. 24 
The slightest sketch . . Is by ill-colouring but the more dis- 
grac'd. 2782 Cowper Conv ers. 51 Withered stumps dis- 
grace the sylvan scene. 

1 2. To put to shame, put out of countenance by 
eclipsing. Obs. 

1589 Greene MenaPkon (Arb. 1 ) 35 Flora seeing her face, 
bids al her glorious flowers close themselues, as being by 
her beautie disgraced. 1591 Nashe Pref. to Sidney's Asir. 
4 * Stella, In thee . . the Lesbian Sappho with her 1 lyric 
barpe is disgraced. 

f b. To put out of countenance, abash, dismay. 
1607 Topsell Four./. Beasts (1658) 160 Casting.. burning 
torches into the face of the elephant; by which the huge 
beast is not a little disgraced and terrified. 

3. To put out of grace or favour; to treat with 
disfavour^ and hence with dishonour; to dismiss 
from (royal, etc.) favour and honour. 

1593 Nashe 4 Lett . Confui. 43. Followers, whose dutifull 
seru ice must not bee disgrac’d with a bitter repulse in anie 
suite. 1600 E. Blount tr. Conest aggio 62 Although he 
were without lands, and disgraced by Henry, yet^ being 
favoured by the people, he supposed that Henry dying, he 
shoulde . . be crowned. 1617 Bp. Hall Recoil. Treat. 133 
How easie is it for such a man, whiles the world disgraces 
him, at once to scorne and nitty it. 2712 Pope Temp. 
Fame 294 Some she disgraced, and some with honours 
crown’d. 2745 P. Thomas Jrnl. A nsou's Toy. 216 His Sub- 
jects . .whom he either disgraces or honours. 1855 Macaulay 
Hist. Eng. III. 268 Queensberry was disgraced for refusing 
to betray the interests of the Protestant religion. 

f 4. To bring into disfavour {with any one), or 
into the bad graces of any one. Obs. 

2594 Shaks. Rick. IJI, 1. iii. 79 Our Brother is imprison’d 
by your meanes, My selfe disgrac’d, and the Nobilitie Held 
in contempt. 1600 E. Blount tr. Conest aggio 35 Which his 
enimies tooke as an occasion to disgrace him with the King. 

f5. To cast shame or discredit upon; to bring 
(intentionally) into disgrace. Obs. 

2573 G. Harvey Letter -bk. (Camden) 6 Plow sociablely 
he hath delt bi me . . to disgrace and slaunder me in the 
toun. 2599 Shaks. Much Ado m. ii, 130 As I wooed for 
thee to obtaine her, I will joyne with thee to disgrace her. 
*22725 Burnet (J.), Men’s passions will carry them far in 
misrepresenting an opinion which they have a mind to dis- 
grace.'' 

t b. To put to shame. Obs. 

2594 Hooker Eccl. Pol. in. viii. (t 6 xx) 97 They never vse 
reason so willingly as to disgrace reason. 1595 T. Edwards 
Cephalus <$• Procris (1878) 45 For he that sorrow hath pos- 
sest, at last In telling of his tale is quite disgra’st. 
t 6 . To speak of dishonouringly ; to reprobate, 
disparage, revile, vilify, speak slightingly of. 

' Obs. 7' 

1589 Puttenham Eng. Poesie i.^ xix. (Arb.) 57 Sucb . . 
would peraduenture reproue and disgrace euery Romance, 
or short historical! ditty, c 2612 Chapman Iliad 1. 24 The 
general .. viciously disgrac’d With violent terms the priest. 
x6xa Drayton Poly-olb. vi. Notes 93 A Patriot, and so true, 
that it to death him greeues To heare his Wales disgrac’t. 
1672 Baxter Holiness Design Chr. lxiv. 19 They all agree 
to cry down sin in the general and to disgrace it. 2720 
Lett.fr. London Jrnl. (1721) 46 Again he disgraces the 
Ale. 

7. To bring (as an incidental consequence) shame, 
dishonour, or discredit upon ; to be a disgrace or 
shame to ; to reflect dishonour upon. 

[1580 Sidney Arcadia (1622) 236 Leauxng only Mopsa 
behind, who disgraced weeping with her countenance.] 1593 
Shaks. Lucr. 718 Against himself he sounds this doom, 
That through the length of times he stands disgraced. 
1600 — A. V. L. n. iv. 4, I could finde in my heart to 
disgrace my mans apparell, and to cry like a woman. 2608 
D. T. Ess. Pol. 4* Mor. 2x6 b, Often .. such as became 
a meaner part well, have failed in a greater and disgraced 
it. 275a Johnson Rambler No. 196 p 7 Of his children . . 
some may disgrace him by their follies. 2784 Cowper Tiroc. 
531 Such vicious habits as disgrace his name. 2849 Macaulay 
Hist. Eng. I. 187 The atrocities which had disgraced the 
insurrection of Ulster. 2868 J. H. Blunt Ref. Ch. Eng. I. 
479 The most cruel act against heretics that disgraced^ our 
Statute Book. 


Hence Disgraced ppl. a ., Disgracing vbl. sb. 
anti ppl. a. 

158a N. Lichefield tr. Castanheda's Conq . E. Ind. xvii. 
45 . He thought the same a disgracing vnto him. 2592 
Shaks. Two Gent. v. iv. 123 Your Grace is welcome to 
a man disgrac’d. 2592 R. D. Hypneroiontackia 94 They 
would . . fling the same [flowers] in the faces of their pursu- 
ing lovers . . maintaining their famed dis-gracings. a 1679 
Hobbes Rhet. 11.iL (1681) 47 Contumely, is the disgracing 
of another for his own pastime. 280a M rs. J axe W est / n f 
Father III. 145 The poor, .disgraced Selborne. 1807 Sir R. 
Wilson Jrnl. 12 July in Life (1862) II. viiL 309 As Buona- 
parte passed . . he gave the right-hand file one of his dis- 
gracing crosses. 

Disgraceful (disgr<?i*sful), a. [f. prec. sb. + 
-ful : cf . gv'acefull} 

fl. Void of grace, unbecoming, unpleasmg: the 
opposite of graceful. Obs. 

1592 Shaks. i Hen. VI, 1. i. 86 Away with these dis- 
gracefull wayling Robes ! 1615 G. Sandys Trav . 67 A cer- 
tain blacke powder . . which by the not disgracefull stain- 
ing of the lids, doth better set forth the whitenesse of the 
eye. 2702 Eng. Theophrast. 180 Whatever is counterfeit 
grows nauseous and disgraceful, even with those things, 
which when natural are most graceful and charming. 

2 . Full of, or fraught with, disgrace ; that brings 
disgrace upon the agent ; shameful, dishonourable, 
disreputable. 

2597 Daniel Civ. Wars v. lxiv, Stained with black dis- 
graceful crimes^ a 1744 Pope (J.\ To retire behind their 
chariots was as little disgraceful then, as it is now to alight 
from one’s horse in a battle. 1794 Southey Botany-Bay 
Eel . iii, The poor soldier .. goes In disgraceful retreat 
through a country of foes. 2874 Green Short Hist. iv. § 3. 
185 The disgraceful submission of their leaders. 1802 Sir 
A. Kekewich in Lazo Times' Rep. 240/2, I do think it is 
disgraceful for directors to . . issue such a prospectus. 

3 . Inflicting disgrace, disgracing, degrading, op- 
probrious, contumelious, a. Of actions. 

1640 Bp. Hall Rem. Whs. (1660) 39 Our speculative skill 
is wont to be upbraided to us, in a disgracefull comparison 
of our unanswerable practise. 1651 [see Disgrace sb. 1 c}. 
1764 Foote Patron i«. Wks. 1799 I. 358 Such disgraceful, 
such contemptible treatment ! 1836 H. Coleridge North. 
Worthies (1852) I. 49 It does not appear that Sir Samuel . . 
ever submitted to this disgraceful punishment. 

t lb. Of words. Obs. 

1608-12 Bp. Hall Medit. 4* Vazves 1. § 52 In the revenge 
of a disgracefull word against themselves. x6xx Cotgr. 
s. v. Vilenie, Laide Vilenie, slaunderous, reproachfull, dis- 
gracefull, defamatorie tearmes. 1613 Sir F. Cottington 
in Ellis Ortg. Lett. Ser. 1. III. 109 If any of base^ qualyty 
shall use disgracefull wordes unto a Jintleraan, he is . . sent 
to the gallics. 2774 Sir J. Reynolds Disc. yi. (1876) 383 
These terrific and disgraceful epithets with which the poor 
imitators are so often loaded. 

Disgracefully (disgr^-sfiili), adv. [f. prec. 
+ -LY *b] In a disgraceful manner, with disgrace; 
shamefully, ignominiously. f Formerly also, With 
opprobrium, op probriously, contumeliously. 

1604 Hieron Whs. I. 478 Some of whom to my griefe 
I haue heard speake very disgracefully, some very scorne- 
fully. a 1661 Fuller Worthies (1840) III. ti The scholars 
of Oxford took up the body of the wife of Peter Martyr, 
who formerly had been disgracefully buried in a dunghill. 
1782 Cowper Expost. 663 His [name] that seraphs tremble 
at, is hung Disgracefully on every trifler’s tongue. 1893 
J. Strong Nezv Era xvi. 357 Its progress is painfully ana 
disgracefully slow. Mod. The work has been disgracefully 
scamped. 

Disgra*cefulness. ff. as prec. -f -ness.] 
The quality or condition of being disgraceful; 
shamefulness, ignominy. 

2582 Sidney Apol. Pcetrie (Arb.) 61 These men . .by their 
owne disgracefulnes, disgrace the most gracefull Poesie. 
1841 Lane Arab. Nfs.lll. 486, I knew . . that there was 
no disgracefulness in him . . the turpitude and disgraceful- 
ness were in my sister. 1880 Daily News 9 Jan. 5/2 Bar- 
barous as hanging is, its disgracefulness and horror possibly 
act as deterrent influences. 

+ Disgra-cement. Obs. [f. Disgrace v. + 
-ment.] The action of disgracing; also, concr. 
that which causes disgrace. 

2562 T. Norton Calvin’s Inst. 1. 1 Synce we haue ben 
spoyled of the diuine apparell, our shameful nakednesse dis- 
closeth an infinite heape of filthy disgracementes. 1581 J. 
Bell H addon's Anszv. Osor. 454 Defacinges and dis- 
gracements of Religion. 2647 H. More Poems 169 That 
disgracement of Philosophic ». this Theorie Might take 
’t away. 

Bisgracer (disgr£i*s3i). [f. as prec. + -ER 1.] 
One who or that which disgraces; one that ex- 
poses to shame or causes ignominy; fan. oppro- 
brious reviler (obs.). 

2570 Dee Math. Pref. 46 The . . continuall disgracer of 
Gods Veritie. 2589 Nashe Almond for Parrot 15 a, He 
began to . . shew himselfe openly a studious disgracer of 
antiquitie. 1660 R. Coke Power 4- Subf. 267 A Reproacher 
or disgracer of his Majesties Government. X73Z Swift 
Exam. Abuses Dublin, I have given good advice to those 
infamous disgracers of their sex. 2789 Mrs. Piozzi Joum. 
France I. 382 Who ..were such disgracers of human 
nature. 

[} Disgracia, -grazia. [Sp. dcsgracia (-gra|>ya) 
disgrace, misfortune, unpleasantness, It. disgrazia 
(-gratsya), formerly disgratia .] An unpleasant 
accident, misfortune. 

1739 Cibber Apol. (1756) I. 1x4 When it has been his ill 
fortune to meet with a disgraccia. 1845 Ld. Campbell 
Chancellors (2857) IV. Ixxxix. 174 This disgrazia happened 
from meeting a line of brewer’s drays at Charing Cross. 


t Bisgra’ciately, adv. Obs. rare-K [as if 
f. *di$graciate adj., ad. It. disgraziato, in Florio 
disgratiato 1 graceless ’.] Ill-fa vouredly, unhappily, 
unpleasingly. 

a 1734 North Exam. 1. i. § 28 All this he would most dis- 
graciately obtrude by his quaint Touch of ‘confirming all*.- 

BisgraciotLS (disgr£i*Jbs), a. Also 6-7 -tious. 
[a. F. disgracieux (1518 in Hatz.-Darm.), f. Dis- 4 
+gracieux , perh. after It. disgraziosa ‘graceless, 
full of disgrace’, (Florio) : cf. Gracious.] 

I . Ungracious, unfavourable, unkind. ? Obs, 

2598 J. Dickenson Greene in Cone. (1878) 144 Deigne 
rather to quicken them by a gracious regard, then to kill 
them by a disgratiousjepui.se. 2603 Breton Dign. or Ind. 
Hen 207 What indignities are these to prove the disgratious. 
Nature of Man ? 2837 New Monthly Mag. XLIX. 343 Any 
one of the disgracious cavillers. 

+ 2 . Out of favour; in disfavour; disliked. 
Obs. 

1594 Shaks. Rich . Ill, iii. vii. 112 I doe suspect I haue 
done some offence, That seemes disgracious in the Cities 
eye. Ibid. iv. iv. 177 If I be so disgracious in your eye, Let 
me march on, and not offend you, Madam. x6xi Speed 
Hist. Gt. Brit. ix. xvi. (1632) 849 As for these causes he was 
in highest grace with the King, so hee was the more dis- 
gracious or hated of the people. 

f 3 . Disgraceful, shameful. Obs. 

2615 Trades Incr. in Harl. Misc. (Malh.) III. 308 The lazy 
and disgracious merchandise of our coasters. 

4 . Without grace of manner ; uncomely ; unbe- 
coming. 

*870 Morier Rep. Land Tenure in Pari. Papers CLXIIT. 
202, I heard general complaints ..of their [the women’s] 
disgracious attempts to follow the fashions, 
t Disgraxiously, adv. Obs . [f.prec. + ~LY 2.] 
In a disgracious manner; with disgrace or indig- 
nity ; without grace, ungraciously. 

1628 Hist. P. Warbeck in Select. Hart. Misc. (1793) 95 
He read it in publick, and that so disgraciously [etc.]. 26x9 
Time’s Storehouse ii. 182 (L.) All. .were eyther at last dis- 
graciously killed, or else receyved some great overthrow. 

t Disgra*cive, a. Obs. rare, [irreg. f. Dis- 
grace v. + -iv ii : cf. coercive i\ Conveying or tend- 
ing to disgrace or reproach ; disgraceful, shameful. 

1602 Boys Whs. 412 The Syrian raca, which is a disgracive 
term. 1627 F elth am R esolves 1. xxvii. 47 'rhey are unwisely 
ashamed of an ignorance, which is not disgraciue ; Ibid. 1, 
Ixxviii. 120 Pie that will question euery disgraciue word, 
which he hears is spoken of him, shall haue much trouble. • 
Degradation (disgrad^-Jbn). ? Obs. [n. of 
action f. Disgeade w.] Punitive deprivation of 
rank, degree, or dignity ; = Degradation * 1. 

2727-51 Chambers Cy cl., Degradation, in our law-books 
called degradation, and deposition. [Not in Termes de la 
Ley , Cowell, Blount, who have disgrade, but not disgrada- 
tion.\ 1861 W. Bell Diet. Lazo Scot. 291/2 Degradation, 
Deposition, or Degradation ; the stripping a person for ever 
of a dignity or degree of honour. 

Disgrade (disgr^-d), v. Also 5-6 dysgrade, 
dis-, dysgrate, 6 desgrade. [ad. OF. desgrader , 
by-form of degrader, ad. late L. degradare , Vt.de- 
gradar , desgradar ; for frequent Romanic inter- 
change of de-, des see De- I. 6.] trams. To depose 
formally, as a punitive measure, from honourable 
rank, degree, or dignity ; = Degrade v. 2. 

£-1430 Lydg. Bock as viii. i. (1554) 177 b, Fortune list him 
to disgrade Among his # knightes. 1569 Newton Cicero's 
Olde Age 28 b, Sore against my will was it, when I deposed 
and dysgraded L. Flaminius of his senatourship. 1621 Speed 
Hist. Gt. Brit, ix, xvii. (1632) 869 He was first solemnly 
disgraded, his guilt spurs cut from his heeles by the Master- 
Cooke. 2880 Dixon Windsor III. vii. 67 Voted that the 
late duke be disgraded from his dignity as a knight. 1888 
Circular to Senate by Coll, of Med. Durham Univ., Sup- 
posing the Durham University to possess already the power 
to disgrade its Graduates. 

b. To deprive of ecclesiastical status; *= De- 
grade v . 2 b. 

c 2380 Wycuf "Whs. (1880) 246 Ony symple mon .. schal 
be enprisoned, disgratid or brent. 1460 Capgrave Chr on. 
212 Formosus-.was disgraded be Jon the Pope fro all the 
ordres of the Cherch onto lay astat. 2586 Exam. //. 
Barrozoe. etc. in Hart. Misc. (Malh.) II. 28 Q. Are yow a 
Minister? A. No, I was one after your orders. Q. Who 
disgraded yow? A. I disgraded my self through Gods 
mercy by repentance. 2642 Prynne A ntip . 98 They did not 
disgrade and deprive from holy Orders such Malefactors. 

Hence Disgra*ded ppl. a., Disgra ding vbl. 
Sb. : ‘ 

2532-2 Act 23 Hen. VIII, c. x A certificat under his scale 
testifiynge the said disgradinge. 1546 Bale Eng. Votaries 

II. L iv (T. s.v. Degrade), He once yet againe departed the 
realme with his disgraded abbots. 1602 Segar // on. Mil. 
4* Civ. 11. iv. 55 The King of Armes and other Heralds cast 
the warme water vpon the disgraded Knights face . , saying 
Henceforth thou shalt be called by tby right name, Traitour. 
2642 Termes de la Ley (1708) 257 By the Canon Law there 
are two kinds of Disgradings ; the one summary, byword 
only, and the other solemn, by Devesting the party disgraded 
from . . the Ensigns of his Order or Degree. 

t Bisgra dement. Obs. rare - l . [f. prec. + 
-MENT,] = DlSGRADATION J DEGRADATION 1 I. 

2538 Fitzherb. Just. Peas 107 b, With certifycat therof 
under his seall testifyenge the sayde dysgradement. 

tDisgra der. Obs. rare- 1 , [f. as prec. + -ER 1 .] 
One who degrades from a position of honour. : 

a 2603 T. Cartwright Confuf. Rheni. N. T. Pref. (1618) 
17 Disgracers and disgraders of the Scripture haue taught 
men to say, that the copies are corrupted. 
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+ Disgra'duate, v. Obs. [f. Dis- 7 b + Gka- 
duate ski traits. To depose from a degree or dig- 
nity, deprive of rank or privilege; = Disgrade, 
Degraduate. 

1528 Tindale Obed. C hr. Man 73 b, Yf they be of mine 
anointed, and beare my marke, disgresse them (I wold saye, 
disgraduate them). 1550 Nicolls Thucyd . 135 (R.) The 
saide Lacedemonions did desgraduate and declaire those to 
be deffamed and dishonoured, that were takene by the 
Athenvans in the Islande. 

. + Disgree*, Obs. rare. [a. OF. desgre-er 
(Froissart) to disagree, f. des-, Dis- 4 -1- grier to 
agree: see Gree 27.] intr. To be out of agree- 
ment or harmony; to Disagree. 

‘ 1530 Palsgr. 5 i 9/1, I disgre, I agre a mysse, as syngars 
do, or one note with an other. .These synggyng men disgree. 
+ Disgree'meut. Obs. rare. [f. prec. + 
-ment.] Discord, Disagreement. 

*503 Hawes Examp. Virt. vii. 148 Without disgrement or 
cbntradiecyon. 

Disgregate (di*sgr%tf 5 t), v. [f. L. disgregat 
p'pl. stem of disgregdre to separate, f. Dis- 1 + 
greg-em \grex) flock, gregare to collect (in a Hock).] 
Hence Di'sgregated ppl. a. 

■+li trans. To separate, sunder, sever {from). 

1593 Nashe Christ' s T. 64 b, It pleased our louing cruci- 
fied Lord . . to disgregate his gifts from the ordinarie 
ineanes. 

55 . To separate into individual parts, disintegrate. 
1603 Holland Plutarch' sMor. 630 (R.) Heat doth loosen, 
disgregate, scatter, and dissolve all thick things. 2660 
Stanley Hist. Philos, ix. (1701)422/1 Heat seems to consist 
of rare parts, and disgregates bodies. 1726 Monro Anat. 
Nerves (1741) 4 The Dura Mater is closely wrapt round 
them, to collect their disgregated Fibres. 

+ 8. According to obsolete theories of vision : To 
scatter or make divergent (the visual rays) ; hence, 
to dazzle, confuse, or dim (the sight). Obs. 

*11632 Donne Serm. xcvi. IV, 245 The beames of their 
eyes were scattered and disgregated . . so as that they could 
not confidently discern him. c 1645 Howell Lett. 11. li, Her 
sight is presently dazled and disgregated with the refulgency. 
Ibid. I. vi. lv. Black doth congregat, unite and fortifie the 
sight; the other doth disgregat, scatter and enfeeble it. 

Disgregation (disgrig^jan). [n. of action 
f. prec..; see -atjon.] Separation of individuals 
from a company, or of component parts from a 
whole mass ; disintegration, dispersal ; spec, in Chem. 
separation of the molecules of a substance by heat 
or other agency. 

16x1 Florio Disgregatjone , a scattering, a disgregation. 
a 1626 Bp. Andrewes in Southey Com. -pi. Bk. Ser. 1. 
(1850) 3S4 Without it [concord] a negation it may be, but 
no congregation. The con is gone ; a disgregation rather. 
1653 Manton Exp. James v. 9 In troubles there are not so 
many scatterings and disgregations in Christ’s flock. 2684 
tr. Bond's Merc. Compit . xix. 763 These Diseases do 
presuppose a Disgregation of Humours. 1865 Grote Plato 
I. i. 56 The partial disgregation of the chaotic mass. 

Disgress, -ion, obs. ff. Digress, -ion. 

+ Disgre*ss, v. Obs. rare— 1 . [?f. Dis- 7 a 4- 
L. gressus step, taken as = gradus step, degree, 
position ; and hence a synonym of Disgrace. (Or 
possibly an early corrupt form of Disgrace z>.)] 
1528 [see Disgraduate]. 

+ DisgrOSS (disgr o^s), v. Obs. [ad. 16th c. F. 
desgrossir, desgrosscr ‘to lessen, make small, fine, 
or less grosse, to polish, refine* (Cotgr. 1611), 
mod.F. degrossir, {.des-, Dis- 4 +gros, grosse thick, 
big. Gross.] trans. To make finer or lessgross ; 
spec, applied to the initial reduction in thickness 
of metal bars that are to be made into wire. 

2611 Florio Disgrossamento, a refining, a disgrossing. 
1636 Patent Rolls 7 May, Fyning, refyning, disgrossing . . 
of all gold and silver. 1662 Petty Taxes 85 If bullion be 
wrought into plate and utensils, or disgrost into wire or lace. 
1687^ M. Taubman London's Tri. 6 In another apartment is 

• - Disgrossing, Flatting and Drawing of Gold . . Wyre. 1823 
Hone A nc. Myst. 250. 

b. fig. (unless misread for disqwss, Discuss). 
1546 St. Papers Hen. VIII, XI. 330 The matters . . beyng 
not before disgrossed and brought to a conclusion. 

+ Bisgril'bble, v. Obs. rare. [f. Dis- 5 + 

* grabble, perh, for grumble ] = Disgruntle. 

1689 C. Hatton 16 Apr. in H. Corr. (1878) II. 231 S r R* 
Atkins is soe disgrubbl’d not to be Ch. J. of y 1 Com. Pleases 
y l he sath he will not have his brothers scimm milke. 

Disgruntle (disgnrntT), v. Now chiefly U.S. 
[f. Dis- 5 + Gruntle v. freq. of Grunt], trans. 
To put into sulky dissatisfaction or ill-humour; to 
chagrin, disgust. Chiefly in pa. pple. 

2682 H. Cave Hist. Popery IV. 79 Hodge was a little dis- 
gruntled at that Inscription, a 2683 Sir P. Warwick Mem . 
Ckas. / (1701) 226 [He] would not be sent unto her house . . 
which the Lady was much disgruntled at. 1726 Amherst 
Terras Fit. xlviii. 256 M’Phelim finds his prince a little dis- 
gruntled. 2862 C. Thornton Conyers Lea xii. 224 The fair 
Tabitha retired to her room somewhat disgruntled. 2884 
Lisbon (Dakota) StariS July , [He] is very much disgruntled 
at Cleveland’s nomination. 

Hence Disgru ntled ppl. a, ; also Disgnrntle- 
ment, moody discontent. 

2847-78 Halliw., Disgruntled) discomposed. Glouc. 1889 
Voice (N.Y.) 12 Sept., Partisans in all stages of disgruntle- 
ment were wandering aimlessly about. 2892 Bryce m Con- 
temp, Rev, Jan., A melancholy or gloomy or — to use an 
expressive American term — a ‘disgruntled ’ temper. 


Disguisal (disgarzal). rare. [f. Disguise v. 
+ -al.J The action of disguising. 

2652 Cotterell tr. Cassandra in. 208 To open his heart 
to her without any disguisaL 2834 Tail's Mag. I. 488 The 
covering invented for their disguisal. 

Disguise (disgai'z), v. Forms: 4 degise, 
(*gyse, desgyze), 4-5 dss-, disgise, -gyse, dys- 
guyse, 5-6 disguyse, 5-7 desgtri.se, 5- disguise, 
(6 disgease, 6-7 disguize ; Sc. 6 dis(s)agyse, 
dissagyiss). [ME. desgise-n , degise -n, etc., a. 
OF. desguisier , deguisicr (nth c. in Littre), later 
desguiser, mod.F. ddguiser, = Pr. desguisar , f. des-, 
de- (De- I. 6) + Romanic (It., Sp., Pg., Pr.) guisa , 
F .guise (nth c.), a. OHG. wisa manner, mode, 
appearance (cf. Wise sbi) : the primary sense was 
thus ‘ to put out of one's usual guise, manner, or 
mode (of dress, etc.).’] 

+ 1. trans. To alter the guise or fashion of dress 
and appearance of (anyone); esp. to dress in a 
fashion different from what has been customary or 
considered appropriate to position, etc. ; to dress 
up fantastically or ostentatiously; to deck out. Obs. 

c 1323 Poem Times Edw. II , 255 in Pol. Songs (Camden) 
335 N u ben theih so degysed and diyerseliche i-aiht,Unnethe 
may men knowe a pieman from a kniht. 1362 Langl. P. PI. 
A. Prol. 24 InCuntmaunce of clo]ringequeintelichede-gyset. 
c 1400 Pom. Rose 2250 He that loveth trewely Shulde..hym 
disgysen in queyntyse. 1480 Caxton Citron. Eng. ccxix. 
209 Mortimer disgised him with wonder riche clothes out 
of al maner reson both of shapyng and of weryng. 2539 
T. Chapman in Chron. G7-. Friars (Camden) p._ xv, The per- 
feccion of Christian livyng dothe not consiste in dome cere- 
monyes . . disgeasing our selfies aftyr straunge fassions. 2563 
Horn. 11. Exc. A ppar. (1859) 312 Many men care not what they 
spend in disguising themselves, ever,. . inventing newfashions. 

f 2. To make different in manner, mode, or dress 
{from others). Obs. 

1340 Ayenb. 97 Hi is zo]>Hche newe and desgised uram 
oJ?re la3es. c 1430 Lydg. Min. Poems go (Matz.) Amonges 
wymmen he spanne, In theyrehabyte disguysed from a man. 
2555 Watreman Far die Facions 11. iv. 243 Thei ware dis- 
guised fro y e commune maner of other. 

■f 8. To transform ; to alter in appearance ( front 
the proper or natural manner, shape, etc.); to 
disfigure. 

2393 Gower Con f. 1. 16 J>ei scholden noght . . The Papacie 
so desguise vpon diuerse eleccion. 1535 Coverdax.e Ecclus. 
xii. 18 Whyle he maketh many wordes, he shall dysguyse his 
countenaunce. ? a 1550 Dunbar's Poems % Freiris Bemvick 
474 Bot gif it wer on sic a maner wyiss Him to translait or 
ellis dissagyiss Fra his awin kynd in-to ane vder stait. 2579 
Tomson Calvin' s Serm. Tim. 49/2 He [Saint Paul] reproveth 
his eniraies which disguised the lawe of God. 1593 Shaks. 
Lucr. 1452 Her cheeks with chaps and wrinkles were dis- 
guised ; Of what she was no semblance did remain. 1697 
Dryden AEneid (J.), They saw the faces, which too well 
they knew, Though then disguised in death. 

4. To change the guise, or dress and personal 
appearance, of (any one) so as to conceal identity ; 
to conceal the identity of by dressing as some one 
or in a particular garb. (Now the leading sense.) 

c 1350 Will. Palertie 1677, & 3ef 3e were disgised & di}t 
on anywise . . ^e wold be aspied. 2393 Gower Confi. II. 227 
She cast in her wit . . Hou she him mighte so desguise That 
no man shuld his body know. 1535 Stewart Cron. 
Scot. III. 207 Robert the Bruce wnder the levis grene 
. . Oft disagysit in ane sempill weid. 1555 Eden Decades 
176 They come disguised in an other habite. 1603 Knolles 
Hist. Turks (1638] 63 Disguised in the habit of a Turk. 
2720 Gay Poems (1745) II. 267 The shepherd’s garb the 
woman shall disguise. C1850 Arab. Nts. (Rtldg.) 297 She 
disguised him in_ woman’s clothes. 2882 Freeman Amer. 
Led. v. 153 A friend disguised' in the garb of an enemy. 
Mod. He attempted to escape disguised as a monk, 
b. refit . 

1340 Ayenb, 158 Ine hou uele wyzen he []>e dyeuel] him 
desgyze]?. c 2374 Chaucer Troy his v. 2 570 (1577) Yn purpos 
gret, Hym self lyk a Pylgrym to degyse. 1535 Coverdale 
x Kings xiv. 2 Disguise the, so that no man perceaue that 
thou art Ieroboams wyfe. 1535 Lyndesay Satyre 721 Wee 
man turne our claithis. .And dis-agyse vs, that na man ken 
vs. 1611 Bible i Kings xk. 38 The prophet, .disguised him- 
selfe with^ ashes vpon his face. 2847 Mrs. A. Kerr Hist. 
Serviaxvi. 299 The wife of Milosch was obliged to disguise 
herself in the dress of a §ervian female peasant. 

5. To alter the appearance of (anything) so as to 
mislead or deceive as to it; to exhibit in a false 
light; to colour; to misrepresent. 

2398 Trevisa Barth, de P. R. xvn. vi. (Tollem. MS.), This 
Aloe Caballinum is disgised [ sophisticatur ] with pouder of 
safron and vynegre, yf it is ten si|?es plungid berin, and 
dryed. 1623 Ld. Herbert in Ellis Orig. Lett. fin r. 1. III. 
166 To palliate and disguise those thinges which it eoncernes 
them to knowe. 2669 Gale Crt. Gentiles 1. 1. ii. 21 Plato’s 
custome to desguise the Traditions he received from the 
Jews. 2732 Lediard S ethos II. vii. 127 Some merchants 
endeavour to disguise and put off a bad commodity. 2855 
Macaulay Hist. Eng. IV. 254 To speak the truth, that was 
to say, substantial truth, a little disguised and coloured. 

6. To conceal or cloak the real state or character 
of (anything) by a counterfeit show or appear- 
ance. 

1399 Shaks. Hen. V, m. i, 8 Then imitate the action of 
the Tyger .. Disguise fair Nature with hard-fauour’d Rage. 
1681 Dryden Abs. <$• Achit. 740 This moving Court, that 
caught the Peoples Eyes, And seem’d but Pomp, did other 
Ends disguise. 1726 Adv. Capt. R. Boyle 204, I think to 
disguise our Thoughts is an Art better lost, than learnt. 
1853 Sir H. Douglas Mi lit. Bridges (ed. 3) 203 A feint to 
disguise the real intention. 1856 Emerson Eng. Traits, 


Race Whs. (Bohn) II. 32 The horse finds out who Is afraid of 
it.and does not disguise its opinion. 

7. To conceal or hide (a material thing) by any 
superficial coating or operation. 

2592 Sylvester Du B arias 1. ii. 165 Yet think not, that 
this Too-too-Much remises Ought into nought ; it but the 
Form disguises In hundred fashions. 1738 Wesley Hymns, 

‘ All Praise to Him ’ ii, The deepest shades no more disguise 
Than the full Blaze of Day. 2791 Hami lton Bert holla t’s 
Dyeing 1. 1. 1. iv. 66 The colouring particles, .are there dis- 
guised by an alkali. 2820 Scoresby A cc. Arctic Reg. I. xfi 
An insulated cliff.. being nearly perpendicular, is never dis- 
guised with snow. 

b. To conceal the identity of under a different 
name or title. 

1639 S. Du Verger tr. Camus ’ Admit. Events 50 Whom 
we will disguise under the name of Anaclete. 1806 Surr 
Winter in Lend. (ed. 3) 1. 69 The new title. . did not disguise 
the old friend. • 

8 . Electr. To conceal the presence of by neutral-^ 
ization ; to dissimulate. (Usually in passive.) 

1839 G. Bird Nat. Philos. § 278 When two insulated con- 
ducting bodies are differently electrified, _and approached 
towards each other, so as to be within the influence of their 
mutual attraction., no signs of electricity are communicated 
by either to a pith ball electrometer connected with them . . 
The electric fluids are thus said to become disguised, or 
paralysed, by their mutual attractive action. _ Ibid. § 288 
On turning the machine, the positive electricity accumu- 
lating in the inside of the battery becomes disguised by the 
inducting action of the outside coating. 

9 . To intoxicate (with liquor), arch, (pa. pple. 
still in slang use : see Disguised 6 ). 

1562 J. Heywood Prov. # Epigr. (1867) 184 Three cuppes 
full at once shall oft dysgyse thee. 16x8 Deloney Gentle 
Craft i 1648} H ivb, We will get him out to the tavern and 
there cause him to he disguised, that he shall neither be 
able to stand nor go. 1712 tr. Pomet's Hist. Drugs 1. 138 
It may so stupifie and disguise them, that they may be the 
more easily master’d. 1806-7 J. Beresford Miseries Hum. 
Life (1826) xx. 250 Sure, fuddling a trade is Not lovely 
in Ladies, Since it thus can disguise a Soft sylph like Eliza. 

+ 10. intr. To dissemble. Obs. 

1580 Sidney A rcadia (1622)97 Zelmane. . disguise not with 
me in words, as I know thou doest in apparell. 2586 A. Day 
Eng. Secretary n. (1625) 24 But if I should, .tell you.. you 
might thinke I did not then disguize with you. 

Disguise (disgorz), sb. Also 4 degise, -yse, 
7 disguize, [f. Disguise zl] 

+ 1 - Alteration of the fashion of dress from that 
which has been usual ; new or strange fashion (esp. 
of an. ostentatious kind). Obs. 

1340 Hampole Pr. Consc . 1518 In pompe and pride and 
vanite, In selcouthe maners and sere degyse pat now es used 
of many wyse. Ibid. 1524 For swilk degises and suilk 
maners .. Byfor pis tyme ne has noght ben. 2594 Lodge 
Wounds Civ. War in Hazl. Dodsley VII. 143 Prisoners of 
divers nations and sundry disguises. 

2. Altered fashion of dress and personal appear- 
ance intended to conceal the wearer's identity ; the 
state of being thus transformed in appearance for 
concealment's sake. 

23. . CoerdeL. 962 The kyng hym [abaroun] tolde. .Hou 
he founde hym [Rychard] in disguise. 2605 Shaks. Learv. 

iii. 220 The banish’d Kent ; who, in disguise. Follow'd his 
enemy king, and did him service. 2659 B. Harris ParivaVs 
Iron Age 214 In this extremity he left that City in disguise. 
1726 Adv. Capt. R. Boyle 125 His manner of going to the 
Appointment was in Disguise. 2758 Johnson Idler No. 29 
1* 6 They concluded me a gentlewoman in disguise, a 1839 
Praed Poems (1864) L 8 ’Twas a Fairy In disguise. 

b. fig. A disguised condition or form. 

2709 Celebr. Beauties 10 in Poet. Miscell. (Tonson) vi. 514 
Praise undesei'v’d is Scandal in Disguise. 1742 Young Ni. 
Th. vii. 52 His grief is but his grandeur In disguise. 2751 
Johnson Rambler "No. 184 P 12 None can tell whether the 
good that he pursues is not evil in disguise. Mod. A blessing 
in disguise. 

3. ‘A dress contrived to conceal the person that 
wears it 9 (J.) ; a garb assumed in order to deceive, 

2596 Spenser F. Q. y.vii. 21 Magnificke Virgin, that In 
quemt disguise Of British armes dost maske thy royal! 
blood. 2596 Shaks. 2 Hen. IV, 11. ii. 78 Ned, where are our 
disguises? 1667 E. Chamberlayne St. Gt. Brit. 1. (2684) 
120 In 2648 [the Duke] was . . conveyed in a Disguise or 
Habit of a girl beyond sea. 2849 James Woodman xiii, 
Now I bring you your disguise, 1873 Jowett Plato (ed. 2) 
I- 395 You were wrapped in a goatskin or some other d isguise. 
D. transf. andj%. 

2633 Stanley Hist. Philos. 1. (27021 2/2 Their glory being 
intercepted, .by some later disguise of alteration or addition. 
<2x674 Clarendon Surv. Leviath. (1676) 293 Without any 
other clothing or disguise of words. 2789 Belsham Ess. 
II. xxxiv. 248 This high-sounding language is merely the 
splendid disguise of ignorance. 1876 Mozley Univ. Serm. 

iv. 82 The passion obliged to act under a disguise becomes 
different in Its nature from the open one. 

4. Any artificial manner assumed for deception ; 
a false appearance, a counterfeit semblance or show; 
deception. 

1632 J. Hayward tr. Biondls Eromena 36 The Pilot (all 
disguise laid aside) said unto him, a 1655 V ines Lord'sSupp. 
(1677) 155 Naked of all humane disguizes. 1782 Cowper 
Charity 558 No works shall find acceptance, m that day 
When all disguises shall be rent away That square not truly 
with the Scripture plan. 2838 Thirl wall Greece V. xllii, 273 
Philomelus now threw off all disguise. 2863 G. Meredith 
Rhoda Fleming vi, Perfect candour can do more for us 
than a dark disguise. 

5. The act or practice of disguising; conceal- 
ment of the reality under a specious appearance. 

1603 Shaks. Mens, for M. hi. ii. 294 So disguise shall by 
th’ disguised Pay with falshood false exacting. 2647 Claren- 
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don Hist. Reb. vi. (1843) 373/® Nor could, he have been led 
into it . . by any open . . temptation, but by a thousand dis- 
guises and cozenages, <11720 Pope Chorus Youths <$* Virgins 
38 Hence false tears, deceits, disguises. 1746 W esley Princ . 
Methodist 9 With regard to Subtlety, Evasion, and Dis- 
g uise. 1834 Med win A ngler in Wales 1 . 252 Thou friend 
. . to whom I communicate without disguise the inmost 
secrets of my breast. 1876 Mozley Univ. Serin, ii. 52 The 
heathen defied the law within him. There was no disguise 
in Paganism. 

f 6 . A masque ; *= Disguising 3 . Oh. 

2622 B. Jonson Masque of Augurs Wks. (Rtldg.) 630/2 
Disguise was the old English word for a Masque. 2622 
Bacon Hen. VII, 245 Masques {which they then called Dis- 
guises). c 1630 Milton Passion. Hi, 0 what a mask was 
there, what a disguise. 

7. * Disorder by drink ' (Johnson). 

2606 Shaks. Ant. fy CL n. vii. 131 Strong Enobarbe Is 
weaker then the Wine, and mine owne tongue Spleet's what 
it speakes : the wilde disguise hath almost Antickt vs all. 
1622 B. Jonson Masque of Augurs Wks. (Rtldg.) 630/1 Dis- 
guise ! what mean you by that? do you think that his 
majesty sits here to expect drunkards? 

8 . Electr . See Disguise v . 8 . 

1839 G. Bird Nat. Phil. § 286 In accordance with the con- 
ditions of the induction and disguise of electricity, it is 
obvious that an insulated jar cannot be charged. 

Disguised (disgsi'zd), ppl. a. [f. Disguise 

V . + -ED 1 .] 

f I. Changed from the usual or natural guise or 
fashion: a. disfigured; b. altered in fashion of 
dress for the sake of modish display. Oh. 

1593 Gower Conf III. 260 They sigh her clothes all dis- 
guised . . Her haire hangend unkempt about, c 1430 Pilgr. 
Lyf Manhode iv. ii. (1869) 175 pilke beste was disgised so 
vileliche, and so foule figured. 1363 Homilies n. Excess of 
Apparel {x 859) 312 The haughty stomachs of the daughters 
of England are so maintained with divers disguised sorts of 
costly apparetl, that [etc.]. 1589 Peele Tale Troy 27 Where 
ladies troop’d in rich disguised attire. 

f 2. Of dress, etc. : Altered in fashion or assumed 
for the sake of concealing the identity of the wearer 
or bearer. Oh. 

1413 Pilgr. Sowle (Caxton 1483) in. ii. 51 These haue hen 
feyned Religyous ypocrites with theyr desguysed clothes. 
a 1533 Ld. Berners Huon ix. 23 Chariot had a dysgysyd 
shylde bycause he wolde not be knowen. 1 548 Hall Citron 
Hen. VI. an. 28. 161 Mistrustyng the sequele of y« matter, 
[he] departed secretly in habite disguysed, into Sussex. 1608 
D. T. Ess. Pol. <5* Mor. 98 Wine. .doth, .unbare us of that 
disguis'd, and personated habit, under the which we are ac- 
customed to marche, 1660 Blount Boscobel 51 Procur’d 
him. a pass from the Rebel commanders in a disguised name. 

3. Of persons, etc. : Dressed in a strange or as- 
sumed garb, or having the appearance otherwise 
changed, for the sake of concealing identity. 

1393 Gower Conf. 111 . 62 And he disguised fledde away 
By ship. 1599 Marston Seo. Villanie 1. ii. 175 Disguised 
Gods .. in pesants shape Prest to commit some execrable 
rape. 1639 T. Brugis tr. Camus * Moral Relat . 346 Finding 
no safety in high Germany, .we came downe disguised into 
this inferiour Germany. 1843 Prescott Mexico (1850) I. 332 
He, .lay in ambush, directing the disguised Spaniards . . to 
make signals. 1874 Morley Compromise (1886) 180 The 
congregation in the old story were untouched by the dis- 
guised devil’s eloquence, .it lacked unction. 

4. Of a thing, etc. : Altered in outward form so 
as to appear other than it is. 

1590 Spenser F. Q. ni. ii. 4 What inquest made her dis- 
semble her disguised kind? 1632 Lithgow Trav. ill. 119 
We may easily be deceived, by disguised and pretended 
reasons. 1862 H. Spencer First Princ. 1. v. § 33 (1875) 120 
Convinced as he is that all punishment . . is but a disguised 
beneficence. 1878 Browning La Saisiaz 30 Hindrance 
proved but help disguised. 

+ 5. Concealed or hidden so as not to appear. 

1594 Marlowe & Nashe Dido 1. i, Here in this bush dis- 
guised will I stand. *677 Mrs. Behn Rover m. i, Oh l he 
Fay disguized. 

0. Intoxicated ; drank, tipsy, arch, slang . 

1607 Deloney Strange Hist. (1841) 14 The saylors and the 
shipmen all, through foule excesse of wine, Were so dis- 
guisde that at the sea they shewd themselves like swine. 
1622 Massinger & Dekker Virg. Mart. in. iii, Har. I am 
a prince disguised. Hir. Disguised? How? drunk? 1667 
Dryden Wild Gallant 1. i, I was a little disguised, as they 
say.. Well, in short, I was drunk. 1754 Chesterf. World 
Wks. 1892 V. 203 , 1 never saw him disguised with liquor in 
my life. 1821 Scott Kenilw . xxix, What if they see me a 
little disguised? Wherefore should any man be sober to- 
night? 1883 W. C. Russell Jack's Courtship in Longm. 
Mag. III. 18 A woman, disguised in liquor, with a bonnet 
on her back. 1884 Besant Childr. Gioeon 11. xxi, He was 
not ‘disguised’, his speech was clear. 

Hence Disgmi ‘sadly adv., in a disguised manner, 
in disguise ; BisgmPsedness, disguised state. 

*613 Bp. Hall Imprese of God 11. in Recoil. Treat. (1614) 
674 But alas, the painted faces, and mannishnesse, and 
monstrous disguisednesse of the one sexe. 1631 Weever 
Anc. Fun. Mon. 24 Hee . . fled disguisedly by sea for his 
owne safety. 1633 Prynne Hisfrio-Mastix 11. 11. ii. (R.) The 
strange disguisednesse of theatricall attires, 1683 J. Barnard 
Life of Hey lin 172 (L.) He. .studied schism, and faction, by 
his own example, and his pen disguisedly. 

Disgxdseless (disgarzles), a. [f. Disguise 
sb. + -less.] Without disguise, undisguised. 

1850 Browning Xmas Eve <$■ Easter Day 232 Naked and 
disguiseless stayed, And unevadable, the fact. 1878 
Fraser’s Mag. XVII. 427 Nature stood revealed before him, 
disguiseless, not ‘sophisticated*. 

Bisgursement. [f. Disguise v . + -ment ; 
c£ OF. desguisement, mod.F. dig-, a disguising, 
that which serves to disguise.] 


1. The fact of disguising, or of being disguised. 

1583 Golding Calvin on Dent. cxi. 684 That_ they might 

not be put out of countenance by any faire disguisement. 
2632 Lithgow Trav. m. 82 To lend . . an old gowne, 
and a blacke vaile for his disguisement. 2683 Pordage 
My st, Div. 130 Blessed are they who through all these wiles 
and disguisements can find him. 2845 Blackw. Mag. LVII. 
732 No disguisement of natural form is attempted. 2885 
Times 13 Apr. 4/2 Such disguisement was always a direct 
infraction of international and military law. 

2. That which disguises, or whereby disguising 

is effected ; a disguise ; a garb that conceals the 
wearer s identity. 1 

2580 Sidney Arcadia (1622) 53 Assuring mysejfe, that 
vnder that disguisement, I should find oportunitie to re- ! 
ueale myselfe to the owner of my heart. 1590 Spenser | 
F. Q. hi. vii. 14 What mister wight . . That in so straunge 
disgtiizement there did maske. 2801 Strutt Sports $ Past. 
in. iii. 171 Minstrels and persons in disguisements. 2823 
Lamb Elia (i860) 26 In this disguisement he was brought 
into the hall 1861 T. A. Trollope LaBeata II, xvii. 186 
To don a black disguisement, and put our own hands to the 
work of mercy. 

3. pi. Additions or accessories that alter the 
appearance ; adornments, bedizenments. 

_ 1638 Baker tr. Balzac's Lett, m. (1654) 105 It hath paint- 
ings and disguisements, to alter the purity of all worldly 
things. 176G-74 Tucker L t. Nat : (1852) II, 153 Stripped 
of all the disguisements, and foreign mixtures cast upon 
them. 1867 D. G. Mitchell Rnr. Stud. 199 If the charm- 
ing but costly disguisements of a park cannot be ventured 
upon at once. 

Disguiser (disgsi-zoT), [f. Disguise v. + -er*.] 
One who disguises, a. One who dresses himself 
up in order to act in a pageant ; a masker or 
mummer, a Guiser. 

1481-90 Hoiuard Honseh. Bks. (Roxb.) 517 Payd ..[for] 
stuff for dysgysers on Saynt Stevens day . . xvj.d. 2494 
Fabyan Chron. vii. 558 Fyre was put to the vesturis of the 
disguysers. 2545 Hall Chron., Hen. VIII, an. 10 (R.) Y a 
disguysers dissended from y* rock, & daunced a great 
space. 

b. One who or that which changes appearances, 
and makes things appear other than they are. 

1586 T. B. La Primaud. Fr. Acad. 1. 628 He must use 
great prudence to disceme flatterers and disguisers of mat- 
ters. 1603 Shaks. Meets, for M. iv. ii. 186 Oh, death’s a great 
disguiser. 1729 Pope To Swift 11 Aug,, [He] is quitethe 
reverse to you, unless you are a very dextrous disguiser. 
2890 Temple Bar Mag. Jan. 22 The two main disguisers 
and disfigurers of humanity. 

t Disgnrsily, adv, Obs. [f. Disguisy a. + 
-ly 2 .] Strangely, extraordinarily. 

cx 325 Orfeo A H. 322 in D. Laing Sel. Rem. (1822), An 
hundred tours ther were about, Degiselich and bataild stout. 
c 1350 Will. Paleme 48 s Desparaged were i disgisili 3 if i 
dede in }>is wise, c 2430 Pilgr. Lyf M anhode 1. lxxi v. (1869) 
43 To the mille he was born, and disgisyliche grounden, 

f Disgnrsiness. Obs. Also de-. [f. as prec. 

+ -NESS.J Strangeness of guise or fashion. 
c 2386 Chaucer Pars. T. P 340 Precious clothyng is cowp- 
able .. for his softenesse, and for his strangenesse and 
degisynesse [v. r. disgisinesse], c 1400 Beryn 2523 And 
merveilid much in Geffrey of his disgiseness. 

Disguising (disgai zig), vbl. sb. [f. Disguise 
V. 4- -TNG 1.] 

1. The action of the verb Disguise. +a. Change 
of fashion of clothes ; strange or fantastic dressing. 

2395 Lollard Conclus . Art. xii. in J. Lewis Life Wyclif 
(1820) 342 Duodecima Conclusio, quod. multitudo artium in 
nostro regno nutrit multum peccatum in waste, curiositate, 
et inter disguising. C1400 Jacob's Well 79 Jif dysgysing, 
or excesse of clothys . . be J>erin . . ]>anne is bat desyre of 
praysing & dely^t in J?® clothys & rycches dedly synne. 
<11430 Knt. de la Tour (28681 62 Noyis flode. .stroied the 
world for the pride and the disguysinge that was amonge 
women. 2480 Caxton Chron. Eng. ccxxvl (1482) 233 They 
. . chaunged hem euery yere dyuerse shappes and disguys- 
yng of clothyng. . 

b. The assumption of a disguise. 

2592 Shaks. Two Gent. it. vi. 37 lie giue her father notice 
Of their disguising and pretended flight. 

e. The giving of a false appearance or represen- 
tation ; concealing. 

2586 A. Day Eng. Secretary 11. (1625) 23 His going to N. 
to be but a meere disguising his intent. 2587 Golding De 
Momay xxii. (1617) 359 Disguisings of the truth, 

2. concr. f a. Strange or new-fangled dress. Obs. 

c 138 6 Chaucer Pars. T. r 351 The wrecched swollen 

membres that they shewe thurgh the degisynge in depart- 
ynge of hire hoses in whit and reed, c 2483 Digby Myst . v. 
250 These do signyfie Your disgysyng And your Araye. 
b. Dress or covering worn to conceal identity. 
2483 Act 1 Hen. VII, c. 7 The said Mis-doers, by reason 
of their painted Faces, Visors, and other Disguisings could 
not be known. 2382 Lambarde Eiren. iv. iv. (1388) 419. 

1 8 . A mask, or masquerade ; an acting by / dis- 
guisers’ or guisers. Obs. 

2481-90 Howard Househ. Bks. (Roxb,) 389 All suche stoffe 
. . that he bowgt for the Dysgysing. 2330 Tindale Pract. 
Prelates Wks. (Parker Soc.) II. 339 The Frenchmen .. of 
late days made a play, or a disguising at Paris, in which the 
emperor danced with the pope. 2532-3 A ct 24 Hen, VIII , 
c. 13 lustes, tourneis. .or other marcialfeates or disguisings. 
2577-87 Holinshed Chron. III. 893/2 This Christmasse was 
a goodlie disguising plaied at Graies In. 1688 R. Holme 
Armoury in. 77/2 King Cassibelane . . gave . . many Dis- 
guisings, Plays, Minstrelsie and sports. 2802 Strutt Sports 
$ Past. hi. ii. 143 Magnificent pageants and disguisings. 

+ 4. An alleged appellation for a * company ’ of 
tailors. Obs. 

i486 Bk . St. Albans F vjb, A Disgysyng of Taylours, 


Disgursing, ppl* a. [-ing 2 .] That disguises. 

2561 T. Norton Calvin's Inst. iv. v. (1634) 534 margin. 
The disguising ceremonies which the Church of Rome useth 
in making of her Priests. 1741 tr. D'A rgens' Chinese Lett. 
xxxiii. 250 The European Women besmear their Faces with 
White and Red, and upon that disguising Paint they stick 
abundance of little Plaisters of black "I affata. 

fBisgili'Sy, a. Oh. Forms: 4 deguise, 
(disgisi, -gesye), 4-5 degyse, 5 disgyse, -gisee, 
-guisee, -gisy. [a. OF. desguisid \ dignisU, -si, 
pa, pple. of de,.s)guisier to Disguise.] Disguised, 
altered from familiar guise, mode, or appearance. 

1 . Wearing a disguise ; disguised ; masked. 

c 1330 R. Brunne Chron. (1810) 298 ]?e Scottis sent ouer 
$>e se A boye of }>er rascaile, quaynt & deguise. C1350 
Will. Paleme 16x0 Also daunces disgisi redi di^t were. 

2. Of changed fashion; of strange guise; new- 
fashioned, new-fangled ; monstrous ; wrought, 
made, or ornamented in a novel or strange fashion. 

a 1340 Hamfole Psalter cxlvi. 11, }?aire degyse atyre, & 
baire licherous berynge. c 1386 Chaucer Pars. T, F 343 
The cost of embrowdynge, the degise endentynge . . or 
bendynge. C1430 Lydg. Bochas vi. xii. (1554) 159 The re 
is none other nacion Touching aray, that is so disgulsee In 
wast of clot h and superfl uite. c 1430 Pilgr. Lyf Manhode 
1. cxliv. (1869) 74 To roste a smal hastelet or to make a 
steike or sum oother disgisee thing. 

3. Strange, unfamiliar, extraordinary. 

c 2330 R. Brunne Chron . Wace (Rolls) 14787 To telle hit 
here hit ys no nede ; Hit were a degyse f>yng. c 1350 Will. 
Paleme 2725 So long b®i caired . . ouer dales & dounes & 
disgesye weyes. ^1430 Pilgr. Lyf Manhode (1869) 74 Whj 
it is of swieh facioun. It is a thing disgisy to me. 

4. Feigned, done to deceive. 

1375 Barbour Bruce xix. 459 3 one fleying is right degyse. 
Thair armyt men behynd I se. C2430 Pilgr. Lyf Manhode 
it. xxii. (1869) 84 Turnynge the gospel al up so doun hi dis- 
gisy woordes and lyinge. 

Disgu'lf, -gulpll, v. Also 7 disgolf. [f.Dia- 
7 c + Gulf, or from radical part of engulf.'] trans. 
To send forth or discharge as from a gulf. 

2633 Person Varieties 1. 24 The perpetuall and constant 
running and disgolfing of Rivers, brookes and springs from 
the earth into it [the sea]. 1839 Bailey Festus iv. (1852) 44 
Canst thou not disgulph for me. .of all thy sea-gods one ? 
Disgust (disg»*st), sb. [ad. 16 th c. F. desgoust 
(Pare), mod.F. digoilt', or ad. It. disgusto ‘ distaste’ 
(Florio), f. Dis- 4 + gusto taste: cf. Disgust v. 
This and all the cognate words appear after 1600 . 
They are not used by Shakspere.] 

1. Strong distaste or disrelish for food in general, 
or for any particular kind or dish of food ; sicken- 
ing physical disinclination to partake of food, drink, 
medicine, etc. ; nausea, loathing. 

2622 Cotgr., Desappetit . . a queasinesse, or disgust of 
stomacke. 268a Glanius Voy. Bengala 43 This mishap 
was attended by a disgust to the Leaves which we hereto- 
fore found so good. 1799 J. Robertson Agric. Perth 326 
The Highlanders in general had a disgust at this kind of 
food. 2803 Med. Jrnl. X. 497 The nausea and disgust 
excited from the exhibition of this medicine. 2837 Ht. 
Martineau Soc. Anier. III. 61 The conflict between our 
appetites and the disgust of the food was ridiculous. 2885 
Clodd Myths 4" Dr. 1. vi. 106 To this day the [hare], .is an 
object of disgust in certain parts of Russia. 

2. Strong repugnance, aversion, or repulsion ex- 
cited by that which is loathsome or offensive, as a 
foul smell, disagreeable person or action, disap- 
pointed ambition, etc. ; profound instinctive dislike 
or dissatisfaction. 

1621 Cotgr., Desaimer. .to fall into dislike, or disgust of. 
263a J. Hayward tr. Biondi's Eromena 26 It behooved him 
to make much of his wife, with no lesse art, than disgust 
[knowing her false]. 2759 Robertson Hist. Scot. II. Diss. 
Murder K. Henry n, Du Croc . . represents her disgust at 
Darnleyto be extreme. 2789 T. Jefferson Writ. (1859) 
II. 574 His dress, in so gay a style, gives general disgust 
against him. 2796 R. Bage^ Hemtsprong lx, Unable to 
conquer her disgust to Sir Philip. 1801 Mrs. Char. Smith 
Lett. Solit. Wand. II. 158 In her. .disgust towards her con- 
ductor. 1822 Hazlitt Table-t. Ser. n. vii. (1869) 156 The 
object of your abstract hatred and implacable disgust. 1845 

5. Austin Ranke's Hist. Ref. III. 33 He soon retreated in 
disgust across the Alps. 

b. with a and/4 

1598 Florio, Disparere, a disopinion . . a disgust or vnkind- 
nes. 2659 B. Harris Parival's Iron Age 64 He left behind 
him, an immortal disgust, amongst . . the Hugenot party. 
1751 Smollett Per. Pic. (1779) III* lxxxi. 213 A couple so 
situated would be apt to imbibe mutual disgusts. 2865 
Bushnkll Vicar. Sacr. iii. (1868) 77 His griefs, disgusts, 
and wounded sensibilities. 

f c. An expression of disgust. Obs, rare. . 

<2x634 Randolph Amyntas Poems (1668) 214 Will I be 
Archi-Flamen, where the gods Are so remiss? Let wolves 
approach their shrines, [etc.] . . Such disgusts at last 
Awaken’d Ceres. 

+ 3. An outbreak of mutual displeasure and ill- 
feeling; a difference, a quarrel. Obs. 

2628 Digby Voy. Medit * (1868) 41/Being aduertised of a 
disgust betweene Captaine Stradling, ^my Rereadmirall, 
and Mr. Kerris a gentleman of my shippe. 1665 Sir T. 
Herbert Trav. (2677) 166 Some disgusts happen’d 'twixt 
Rustan and his Brother. 1762 Hume Hist. Eng. II. xxix. 
158 Some disgusts also had previously taken place between. 
Charles and Henry. ^ 

4. That which causes strong dislike or repug- 
nance ; an annoyance, vexation. ? Obs. 

2654 W. Mountague Devout Ess. it. x. § 5 (R.), When the 
presenting of the benefit is joined with the presence of the 
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disgust. 1658 Slingsby Diary (1836) 210 Custome and 
continuance has sweetned^ those disgusts. 1761-2 Hume 
Hist. Eng. (1806) HI. xliii. 525 Some disgusts which she 
had received from the States. 1807-8 Syd, Smith Plymhy's 
Lett. Wks. 1859 II. 152/2 Nor can I conceive a greater dis- 
gust to a Monarch . . than to see such a question as that of 
Catholic Emancipation argued [etc.]. 

Bisgust (disgust), v. [ad. F. desgonster (in 
R. Estienne 1539) ‘to distast, loath, dislike, ab- 
horre ’ (Cotgr. 1611), or ad. It . disgustare “to dis- 
taste’ (Florio), f. ^-,Dis-4 + F .gousUr (mod.F. 
go filer), It. and L. gust are to taste. (The F. word 
was itself prob. from It.).] 
f 1 . trans. To have a strong distaste for or re- 
pugnance to ; to loathe, disrelish, dislike, regard 
with aversion or displeasure, a. lit. of food. Obs. 

1659 T. Pecke Parnassi Puerp. il. 177 That you may 
disgust nothing you should eat; Let Hunger give the 
Hogoo to your Meat. 1669 W. Simpson Hydroi. C/iym. 165 
It is not very palatable, which makes some disgust it. 1752 
Scotland’s Glory 27 Our Siloah’s streams disgusting For Eng- 
lish leeks and onions they And fleshpots Still were lusting. 

+ b. generally. Obs. 

1601 Imp. Consid. Sec. Priests (1675) 64 There is no King 
. .disgusting the See of Rome, .that would have endured us. 
x6xx Cotgr., s. v. Odeur , II ne La pas eu bonne odeur, he 
disgusts him. .he hath no good conceit of him. 1654 H. 
L'Estr '.nge C/tas. / (1655) no His Majesty . . disgusting 
Parliaments, was enforced to call in the aid of his Preroga- 
tive. a 17x6 South Serm. (1744) X. 282 Had he not known, 
that I disgusted it, it had never been spoke or done by him. 

2 . To excite physical nausea and loathing in (a 
person) ; to offend the taste or smell of. 

1650 W. Brough Sacr. Princ. (1659) 22 6 The remedy . . 
disgusts the palate. 1750 Johnson Rambler No. 78 r x The 
palate is reconciled by degrees to dishes which at first dis- 
gusted it. Mod. The smell of soap-works always disgusts 
me. 

3 . To offend the sensibilities of; to excite aversion, 
repugnance, or sickening displeasure in (a person). 

1659 B. Harris Parivals Iroti Age 89 King James . . by 
the negotiations^ with Spain . . had disgusted many of the 
Reformed Religion. Ibid. 273 The Pope was disgusted at 
the disobedience of the Christians. 17x7 Abp. King in Ellis 
Orig. Lett. Ser. n. IV. 316 Found him engaged in a prac- 
tice that disgusted and shamed all his friends. 1841 El- 
fhinstone Hist. Ind. II. 557 Prince Azim had disgusted 
many of his principal officers by his arrogance. . 1863 Mrs. 
Oliphant Sal. Ch. xix. 328 He was disgusted with Phoebe 
for bringing the message, and disgusted with Beecher for 
looking pleased to receive it. 

b. absol. To be very distasteful. 

1756 Burke Snbl. <5* B. in. v, Want of the usual proportions 
in men and other animals is sure to disgust. 1763 J. Brown 
Poetry <$• Mus. v, 75 The Music and Dance of the Americans 
. .at first disgusts. 

4 . With from , of against : To raise or excite such 
aversion in (a person) as dissuades or deters him 
from a proposed or intended purpose. 

1700 S. L. tr. Fryke's Voy. E. Ind. 127 The very seeing of 
her disgusted me from Matrimony. 1781 Justamond Priv. 
Life Lewis XV, II. 133 The Monarch was ever soon dis- 
gusted of gratifications that were merely sensual. 1788 
T. Jefferson Writ. (1859) II. 512 To disgust Mr. Neckar.. 
against their new fishery, by letting him foresee its expense. 
x379 4 Atcherley Boerland 156 , 1 put an expansive ball right 
on his snout.. which . . thoroughly disgusted him of attack- 
ing us. 

t Disgu*staMe, a. Obs. rare. [f. Disgust v. 
+ - able.] Capable of exciting disgust ; disgusting. 
1787 Minor 29 Apropos, Mr. O’Nial, this house is like 
yourself— in many things disgustable. 

BisgUStaxit (disgjtrstant), a. and sb. [f. Dts- 
gust v. + -ant: in F . ddgoutant.] a. adj. Disgust- 
ing rare ~°. b. sb. Something that excites disgust. 
1866 Macm. Mag. May 62 A deterrent and a disgustant. 
Disgusted (disgusted), ppl. a. [f. Disgust v. 
+ -ed.J fa. Distasteful, strongly disliked (obs.). 
b. Feeling disgust or aversion ; chagrined. 

x668 South Serm. xxvii. (1843) 467 Fear., makes him 
unable to assert a disgusted^ truth. 1704 Hearne Duct. 
Hist, (1714) 1.162 Wilson a disgusted Man wrote the Life 
of K. James. C1790 Willock Voy. xx He retired sullen and 
disgusted. 18x9 Metropolis II. 189 [He] staggers from his 
intemperate banquet, and reels to a disgusted wife. 

Hence Bisgprstedly adv., with disgust or repul- 
sion* 

1864 Louie's last term (N. Y.) 85 She . . put her lips to the 
glass, turned up her nose very disgustedly. x88x Miss 
Braddqn A spk. III.98 Shrugging his shoulders disgustedly. 

BisgU'ster. rare. [f. as prec. + -er.] 
fl. One who strongly dislikes ; cf. Disgust v. i. 
x 63 x J. Collins Prefi to GlanvilVs Sadducismus , The 
truth of this story lying so uneasie in the minds of the 
disgusters of such things. 

2 . He who or that which excites distaste or aver- 
sion. 

Disgustful (disgustful), a. [f. Disgust sb. 
•+-FUL. Very common in I7~i8th c.] 

1 . Causing literal disgust ; offensive to the taste 
or other sense ; disagreeable, sickening, nauseous. 

ax6x6 Beaum. & Fl. Bonduca 1. ii, The British waters 
are grown dull and muddy. The fruit disgustful. 1657 Tom- 
linson Renou's Disp. 169 All kinds of cordialls save those 
that are disgustful. 1727 Swift Gulliver iv. vi, A medicine 
equally annoying and disgustful to the bowels. 1814 Cary 
Dante’s Inf. m. 63 Blood, that mix'd with tears . . by dis- 

S stful worms was gather’d there. 1888 Lowell Prose Wks. 
>90) VI. 199 These flesh-flies, .plant there the eggs of their 
sgustful and infectious progeny. 


2 . Distasteful, displeasing ; causing dislike, dis- ] 
satisfaction, or displeasure ; offensive, arch. 

16x1 Speed Hist. Gt. Brit, vi. xxi, § 6. 108, I grieue; that 
my life and. .Gouernment. .should seem so disgustfull vnto 
any. 1659 C. Noble Mod. A nsw. Immod. Q. 8 If any 
Prince were disgustfull. .asperse and calumniate him. 1748 
J. Mason Elocut. 15 This unnatural Tone in reading .. is 
always disgustful to Persons of Delicacy. 1774 Hist. 
Europe in Ann. Reg. 76/1 A trial by juries was strange 
and disgustful to them, a 1849 Poe Mrs. Browning Wks, 
(1864) III. 424 A disgustful gulf of utter incongruity. 

3 . With stronger implication : Causing disgust or 
strong aversion ; sickeningly repugnant or shocking 
to the moral sensibilities; repulsive, disgusting. 

1678 Gale Crt. Gentiles III. 121 It seemeth so disgustful 
to many, if it be said, that God wils and produceth the act 
. .of parricide. X791 Burke Let. Member Nat. Ass. Wks. 
VI. 34 The spawn of his disgustful^ amours. 2821 New 
Monthly Mag. II. 385 A tragedy, .which exceeds in horror 
the disgustful atrocities of Titus Andronicus. X852 Haw- 
thorne Bliikedale Rom. III. ix. 164 Inexpressibly miser- 
able is this familiarity with objects that have been from the 
first disgustful. 

4 . Full of disgust ; associated with, or charac- 
terized by, disgust. 

[1782 V. Knox Ess. (1819) I. xxxvii. 200 It ceases to 
produce its natural effect, and terminates in disgustful 
satiety.] 1841 Lytton Nt. <$• Morn. (1851) 244 He turned 
with hard and- disgustful contempt from pleasure. x866 Ste- 
venson Dr. Jekyll ix. (ed. 2) 99 This person, .had. .struck 
in me what I can only describe as a disgustful curiosity. 
Hence Disgm/stfully adv., Disgu'stfulxiess. 

1731 Bailey (ed. 5), Disgust fully, distastefully, un- 
pleasantly. 1782 V. Knox Ess. (18x9) III. cxlv. 131 Tris- 
tram Shandy is in manyjplaces disgustfully obscure. 1832 
Eraser's Mag. V. 249 This does away with much of the dis- 
gustfulness of death. 1863 Hawthorne Our Old Home, 
About Warwick (1879) 101 To shrink more disgustfully than 
ever before from the idea of being buried at all. 

Disgrrsting, vbl. sb. [see -ing L] The action 
of the verb Disgust. (Now only gerundial.) 

1669 Woodhead St. Teresa Ji. xxxv. 256 With the ex- 
tream disgusting of their kindred. 

Disgusting (disgz?-stig), ppl. a. [f. Disgust 
v. + -ing -.] That disgusts ^see the verb) ; dis- 
tasteful, sickening, repulsive. 

1754 P. H. Hiberniad ii. 20 Particular Detail, .would be- 
come dry, and disgusting to the Stranger’s Palate. 1839 
Keightley Hist. Eng. II. 39 The disgusting language of 
the indictment. _ 1843 Prescott Mexico (1850) I. 302 Their 
disgusting cannibal repasts. 

Bisgu’stingly, adv . [f. prec. -ly 2 .] In 

a disgusting manner, so as to cause disgust ; colloq. 
offensively, aggravatingly, annoyingly. 

1758 L. Temple Sketches (ed. 2) 16 Neither . . flat on the 
one hand, nor disgustingly stiff on the other. 1804 Ann . 
Rev. II. 52/2 Calcutta is described as disgustingly filthy. 
a 1856 Masson Ess. in. 75 He stands before them disgust- 
ingly unabashed. 1864 Daily Tel. 1 June, With these 
disgustingly long days, the night never would come on. 
1892 Jessofp Stud. Recluse vi. (1893) 198 The Younger 
Pliny, .was disgustingly rich. 

DisgU’stingness 0 [f. as prec. + -ness.] The 
quality of being disgusting ; an instance of this. 

1851 Fraser's Mag. XLIII. 175 The same defect, carried 
out into sheer disgustingness. x88o R. S. Watson Vis. 
Wazan ix. 165 Every disgustingness . . lies there hare and 
open to the day. 

t Bisgu stion. Obs. rare . [irreg. f. Disgust 

v . ; see - ion.] = Disgust sb. 

1659 D. Pell Impr. Sea Ded. Cviij, Let not the irreligion 
of those places, .breed in you .. a disgustion unto the pure 
..Religion. Ibid. 556 Homer brings in brave Ulysses in 
great despair, and disgustion of a drowning death. 

+ Bisgrrstive, a. Obs. rare — 1 . [f. Disgust 
v. + -ive.] That tends or is fitted to disgust. 

1740 A. Hill Let. in Mrs. Barbauld Life Richardson 
(1804) I. 45 A heavy disgustive insipidness. 

Dish, (dij), sb. Forms; 1 disc, (3 dischs, 
diss), 3-5 disch, -e, 4 (dise, dych, di^scbi), 
dissch, -e, 4-5 dyssh., -e, 4-6 disske, dishe, 
5-6 dyssehe, dysch, dysche, 6 diszshe, 3- dish. 
[OE. disc plate, bowl, platter, = OHG. tisc plate 
(MHG. and Ger. tisck table), OS. disk table, MDu. 
and Du. disch table, ON. diskr plate (? from OE.) ; 
WGer. *disk(s ), a. L. disc-us quoit, dish (in Vul- 
gate), Disk. The OE. (like OHG. and ON.) re- 
presents a Latin sense of the word, while the sense 
“table’ found in MHG. and other later dialects 
corresponds to a later Romanic sense, exemplified 
by It. desco, F. deis, dais (Desk, Dais).] 

1 . A broad shallow vessel, with flat bottom, con- 
cave sides, and nearly level rim, made of earthen- 
ware, glass, metal, or wood, and used chiefly to 
hold food at meals. Now, on the one hand often 
restricted to those of oval, square, or irregular 
shape, as distinguished from the circular plate, and 
on the other extended to all open vessels used to 
contain food at table, as tureens, vegetable dishes, 
etc. 

a 700 Ephtal Gloss . 786 ( 0 . E. T.), Patena, disc, a Boo 
Corpus Gloss. 852 Fercuhmi, disc, c 950 Lindisf. Gosp. 
Matt. xiv. 8 Set me. .in disc heafud idhannes, c xooo Ags. 
Gosp. Matt. xxvi. 23 Se )?e be-dyp8 on disce mid me hys 
hand, a 1225 A ncr. R. 344 Ibroken disch. c 1290 Y. Eng. 
Leg. I. 46/23 Ane Discbs of seluer he nam also, a 1300 
Cursor M. 13159 (Cott.) Ask him. . His heued to giue j?c in 


a diss. c 1300 Harjelok 919 Ful wel kan ich dishes swilen. 
c 1380 Wyclif Wks. (x88o) 434 Di^schis & coupis of siluer. 
c 1420 Liber Cocorum (1862) 32 In a dysshe thy gose thou 
close. 1533 Coverdale fudg. v. 25 She . . broughte fortbe 
butter in a lordly diszshe. 1587 Mascall Govt. Cattle (1627) 
270 The common saying is, the hog is neuer good but when 
he is in the dish. x66a J, Davies tr. 0 harms ’ Voy.Ambass. 
198 The Wooden dishes that are all over Persia. 17x0 Steele 
7'atler No. 245 F2 A small Cabinet, .in which were., half a 
Dozen of Portugal Dishes. 1829 Southey Pilgr. Compostella 
ii, They both slipt about in the gravy Before they got out 
of the dish. i88x Wheatley & Delamotte Art. Wk. 
Earthenware iv. 49 Palissy. . took the greatest pains injhe 
moulding of the fishes., which he placed upon these curious 
dishes. 

b. A hollow vessel of wood or metal, used for 
drinking, and also esp. as a beggar’s receptacle for 
alms ; a cup ; cf. Alms-dish, Clack-, Clap-dish. 

1381 [see Alms-dish], [c 1394 J. Malverne Contn . Higden 
(Rolls) IX. App. 79 Quoddam jocale argenteum et deaura- 
tum formatum ad modum navis, vocatur discus eleemo- 
synarum.] 1488 Will of Py wale (Somerset Ho.), A new 
treen dyssh wVa pynte of ale therin. 1532 [see Clapper 
sb.'-. 2]. 1593 Shaks. Rich. II, m, iii. X50 I’ll give.. My 

figur’d Goblets, for a Dish of Wood. 1605 Try all Chev. 1 . iii, 
in Bullen O. PI. III. 278, I know him as well as the Begger 
knowes his dish. 1634 Milton Comus ^qt Who would rob 
a hermit of. .his heads, or maple dish? 1781 Cowper Truth 
80 Books, beads, and maple dish, his meagre stock, 
e. transf. Applied to an acorn-cup. Obs. 

X599 A. M. tr. Gabelhouer's Bk. Physicke 172/1 Drie the 
little akorne dishes, .and contunde them smalle. 

f d. Phrases. To cast, lay, throw (something) 
in one's dish: to reproach or taunt him with it. 
To have a hand in the dish : to meddle, interfere. 
To have a foot in the disk (? like a pig in the 
trough) ; to gain a footing, have a share (cf. to have 
a finger in the pie). Obs. 

155s T. Wilson Logike (1580) 62 b, When wee charge 
hym with a like fault, and laye some greater matter in his 
dishe. 1596 Nashe Saffron Walden 67 Hee casts the 
begger in my dish at euerie third sillable. x6xx Cojgk. s.v. 
Aiiooron, A. .busie-body ; one that hath his hand in euery 
dish. 1613 Swetnam Arrazgnm. Wozneu (1880) p. xviii, 
Hir dowrie will be often cast in thy dish if shee doe bring 
wealth with her. 1682 Bunyan Holy War 233 We have 
already also a foot in their dish, for our Diabolonian friends 
are laid in their bosoms. . 17x0 Steele Tat hr No. 164 ? 5 
Some.. have been so disingenuous, as to throw Maud the 
Milk-Maid into my Dish. 1722 Sewel Hist. Quakers 
(1 795) I. 8 Under the bloody reign of Queen Mary, this 
was laid in his dish. 

2. The food ready for eating served on or con- 
tained in a dish ; a distinct article or variety of food, 

1526 Pilgr. Perf. (W. de W. 1531) 17 b, The moost hye 
deyntyes or delicate dysshes. x6ox Shaks. ful. C. 11. i. 173 
Let’s carue him, as a Dish fit for the Gods. x6xx — Wint. 
T. iv. iii. 8 For a quart of Ale is a dish for a King. 1653 
Moufet & Bennet Health's Improv. (1746) 190 Cambletes 
King of Lydia, having eaten of his own Wife, said, he 
was sorry to have been ignorant so long of so good a Dish. 
1673 Hobbes Odyssey (1677) 296 To beasts and fowls is he 
Somewhere, .become a dish. 1750 Johnson Rambler No. 78 
I* 1 The palate is reconciled by degrees to dishes which at 
first disgusted it. 1849 Macaulay Hist. Eng. I. 321 The 
ladies, .retired as soon as the dishes had been devoured. 
1853 Soyer Pantroph. 73 You will obtain a most delicate 
dish by boiling the cucumbers with brains. 

Jig. 1647 N. Bacon Disc. Govt. Eng. 1. xiv. The Theme 
of Marriage was the best Dish in all their Entertainment. 

b. By-dish , side-dish : see By- 3 a, Side. Made 
dish ; a fancy dish of various ingredients, depend- 
ing for its success on the cook’s skill. Standing 
dish : one that appears each day or at every meal. 
(Also used fig.) 

1621 Burton Anai. Mel. 1. ii. 11. i. 43 Artificial made 
dishes, of which our Cooks afford us a great variety. *654 
Whitlock Zootomia 146 Meer Quelquechoses, made dishes 
of no nourishing. 1876 W. H. Pollock in Contemp. Rev, 
June 56 The mysteries had ceased to be the standing dish 
of theatrical entertainment. 

3 . As a term of quantity more or less indefinite, 
a. As much or as many as will fill or make a dish 
when cooked, b. A dishful, a bowlful or cupful. 

1396 Shaks. Merck. V. n, ii. 144, I haue here a dish of 
Doues that I would bestow vpon your worship. 1597 — 
2 Hen. IV, 11. iv. 5 The Prince once set a Dish of Apple- 
lohns before him. 1699 Dampier Voy. 1 1 , in. 175 The Boat 
returned with a good dish of Fish. 1873 Tristram Moab 
xiv. 254 Trotter, .secured a good dish of fish in the pools. 

b. 1596 Shaks. x Hen. IV, 11. iii. 35 Such a dish of skim’d 
Milk. 1662 J. Davies tr. Olearius' Voy. Ambass. 171 He 
had taken off two or three Dishes of Aquavitas. 1679 
Trials of Green, Berry, etc. 65, I will go to the Coffee-house, 
and drink a Dish of Coffee. 1711 Addison Sfeci. No. 57 
F 4 She scalded her Fingers, and spilt a Dish of Tea upon 
her Petticoat. X795 Jemima II. 10 Having finished his 
dish of chocolate. 1824 Byron Juan xvi. xxx, He Sate him 
pensive o’er a dish of tea. 1835 Macaulay Hist. Eng. IV. 
688 More than one seat in Parliament . . had been bought 
and sold over a dish of coffee at Garraway’s. 1862 Sat. Rev. 
XIII. 526/2 The cook anticipates many a cosy dish of tea 
with friends. 

e. fig- 

1606 Shaks. Tr. Cr. v. i. xo Thou full dish of Foole. 
x6oS — Per. iv. vi. x6o My dish of chastity. 1708 Motteux 
. Rabelais v. vii. (1737) 24 Roger . . had a Dish of Chat with 
I her. 1733 Gray Lett. Wks. 1884 II. 241 To entertain you 
i with a dish of very choice erudition. 1820 Lady Granville 
Lett. (1894) I. 183 This new dish of Continental troubles. 
X836 Backwoods Canada 183 For the sake of a dish of gossip, 
j 4 . transf, \ A shallow concave vessel or receptacle 
| of any kind. See also Chafing-dish. 

I 1633 G. Herbert Temple , Justice ii, The dishes of thy 
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baltance. 170a W. J. Bruyn’s Voy. Levant xxxii. 126 The 
Ropes which were round the Capstan pulled it out of its 
Dish, c 2865 J, Wylde in Circ. Sc. I. 305/2 Evaporating 
dishes are employed, 

5 . A dish-like concavity ; e.gv on one side of a 
wheel (see quots.) ; a depression in a field, etc. 

iSroT. Williamson Agric. Mech. 95 The dish given to 
wheels. 1812-6 J. Smith Panorama Sc. % Art l. 372 Wheels 
are commonly made with what is called a dish, that is, the 
spokes are inserted not at right angles, hut with an inclina* 
tion towards the axis of the nave or centre-piece ; so that. . 
the wheel appears dished or hollow. 1846 Worcester, Disk 
.. a hollow in a field. 

6 , As a specific quantity in various industries : 
+ a. An obsolete measure for com. Cf. Toll-dish. 

1419 Corn-dish [see Corn sbj it.]. 1774 T. West Antiq. 

Furness (1805) 85 , 1 will provide them mills for their foreign 
grain at the rate of the twenty first dish, 

b. Tin-mining, A gallon of ore ready for the 
smelter. C. Lead-mining, A rectangular box: used 
for measnringthe lead ore; by Act 14 and 15 Viet, 
c. 94 § 3 fixed to contain fifteen pints of water ; 
brazen-dish ; see Brazen a, 4. d. Also, the pro- 
portion of tin or lead ore paid as royalty to the 
mine landlord, etc. 

1531 Dial. Laws Eng, 11. Iv. (1638) 173 If a man take 
a Tirme work, and give the Lord the tenth dish. 1602 Carew 
Cornwall : 13 b, They measure their blaeke Tynne by the . . 
Dish.. which contatneth., a gallon. 1631 Brazen dish [see 
Brazen <2. 4]. 1653 Manlove Lead Mines 53 But first the 
finder his two meers must free With oar there found, for 
the Barghmaster’s fee Which is one dish for one meer of 
the_ ground. Ibid. 75 The thirteenth dish of oar within 
their mine. To th* Lord for Lot, they pay at measuring 
time. 1667 Primatt City <$■ C . Build. 7 A Horse load . . is 
nine dishes . . weighing about Four hundred and Fifty 
pound. 1681 Houghton Compl. Miner Gloss. (E. D. S.), 
Dish, a trough made of wood, about 28 inches long, 4 inches 
deep, and six inches wide ; by which all miners measure 
their ore. 1884 R. H unt Brit. Mining 83 Mining for tin 
and copper was carried on, in 1770 . . Permission was . . ob- 
tained from the lord of the soil, and an acknowledgment 
* dish ’, or * dues ’-—was paid to him . . commonly one-sixth, 
one-seventh, one-eighth, or even to one-twelfth, or less, 
e. Diamond and Gold-mining-, see quots. 

1890 Goldfields Victoria ij, I have obtained good dish 
prospects after crudely crushing up the quartz. 1893 Scott, 
Leader 19 May 7 About 120 ‘ dishes ' .go. to. a ‘ load ’ . . it is 
an astonishing ‘ prospect ’ (4 carats [of diamonds] obtained 
from 6 dishes). 

II. [immed. from L. discus."] 
t 7 . A quoit; quoit-playing. 06 s. 

1382 Wycuf 2 Macc. iv. 14 They hastiden for to be maad 
felawis of wrastlyng. .and of oost, or cumpanye of dishe, or 
pleyinge with ledun dishe [1388 in ocupacions of a disch, 
ether pleiyng with a ledun disch; Vulg. disci ; Coverdale, 
to put at ye stone ; 161 x the game of Discus]. 1532 Huloet, 
Dyshe caster, or who that throweth a dyshe, discobolus. 

XXL (f. Dish 27 .] 8. slang. The act of 'dish- 
ing’ : see Dish v. 7. 

1891 Sir W. Harcourt Sp. 30 July, The last reliance of 
the Tory in an extremity is a policy of ‘dish* as it is called. 

IV. Comb. 9 . a. attrib. as dish-rack ; b. ob- 
jective, as dish-bearer y -designer, - turner , -washing. 

c 1440 Promp . Parv. 122/1 Dysshe berer at mete, dis- 
co ferus, 1842 S. Lover Handy Andy v, A long procession 
of dish-bearers. 1884 Tennyson Bechet 5 A dish-designer, 
and most amorous Of.. Gascon wine. 1894 H. Speight 
N ulderdale 384 Whitesmiths, dish-turners. 1891 A nthony's 
Phot pgr. Bulletin IV. 336 Dish -washing, .includes all that is 
required, with regard to cleanliness, in amateur photography. 
10 . Special comb. : + dish-bench, -bink {north, 
dial), -board, a rest for dishes, a dresser, a plate- 
rack ; + dish-caster (see / above) ; dish-cover, 
a cover of ware or metal placed over hot food ; 
dish-cradle, -cratch (dial. ; in Nares -catch), 
a plate-rack ; dish -crowned a., having a crown 
shaped like a dish; dish-faced a. (of dogs and 
horses) 'having the nose higher at the tip than 
the stop * (Stables Friend Dogfii. 50); (dial, of 
persons) having a round flattish face, like a re- 
versed plate; f dishdieaded a., an epithet of 
monks ; dish-heater, ‘a warming closet at- 
tached to a stove or exposed in front of a fire to 
heat dishes’ (Knight Did. Mech) ; f dish-meat, 
food cooked in a dish, as e.g.a pie ; dish-monger, 
one who deals in, or has much to do with, dishes 
(of food) ; f dish-mustard, Turner’s name for 
Thlaspi arvense dish-plate, Min. (see quot.) 
dish-rag, -towel =» Dish-cloth ; dish-spring, a 
spring shaped like a dish ; dish- trough* Dish sb. 

6 c. Also Dish-cloth, -clout, -wash, -water, etc. 

1483 Cath. AngL 100/2 *Dische benke, scutellarium. 
*535 Richmond, Wills (Surtees) 12 A cobbord. with a dys- 
bynk. x8 77 F. K. Robinson Whitby Gloss., Dish-bmk, a 
kitchen rack for the plates. 1533 Fitzherb. Husb. § 146 
Swepe thy hous, dresse vp thy *dysshborde. 1562 Richmond. 
Wills (Surtees) 152 My counter and dishebourd, 1831 
Society I. *44 The *dish-covers are slowly raised. 1691 
Ray If. C. Words 133 ^Dish-Cradle or Credle, a wooden 
Utensil for wooden Dishes, ?i6. . Comical Dial, betw. 2 
Letters (N.), My *dish-c[r]atch, cupboards, boards, 
and bed. x6oq Rowlands Let. Humours Blood vii. 13 
.D 1S h-crWd Hat. 1737 Bracken Farriery ImPr. (1757) 
IL 12 The ^Dish-faced, or Roman Nosed Horse. i82S--8o 
Jamieson, Dish-faced, flatfaced ; applied both to man and 
beast. 1889 Lonsdale Gloss., Dishfaced, hollow-faced. 
1581 J. Bell H addons Answ. Osor. 489b, Those *dish- 
headed dranes of that shavelyng and Cowled rowte. [C144C 


Promp. Parv. 122/1 *Dysshe mete, disciharittm. ] *513 
Bradshaw St. Werburge 1. 2558 Delycate dysshe meates 
were put out of her presence. 1589 R. Harvey PL Fere. 
(T590) 3 Let me alone, for my actiuity, at the dish meat. 
2688 R. Holme Armoury hi. 316/1 All sorts of Bread and 
Dishmeats are taken out of the Oven. 1607 Walkington 
Opt. Glass 8 *Dish-mongers . . running into excesse of riot. 
1548 Turner Names of Herbes 78 Named in englislie 
*dyshmustard, or triacle Mustard .. because the seede is 
lyke mustard seede in colour and in tast, and the vessel 
that conteyneth the seede is lyke a disshe. 1892 Heslop 
Nor thumb Id. Gloss., Disk-plates , in mining, plates or rails 
dished to receive the fore wheels of a tub, to faciliate the 
teeming. 1825 J. Nicholson Operat. Mechanic 34 CC is 
a ^dish-spring, secured in its place by the pin . 1883 Harper' s 
Mag. Feb. 365/2 Mr. Ayer removed her *dish-towel from its 
nail. 1747 Hooson Miner's Diet. s. v. Barmaster, [The! 
Barmaster looks after keeping the *Dishtrough. 

Dish (dij), vd [f. Dish sb.] 

1 . trans. To put (food) into a dish, and set it 
ready for a meal. Also with up (+ forth, out). 

1586 J. Hooker Gtrald. Irel in Holinshed II. 81 The 
thin fare that heere is disht before him. 1598 Epulario 
B iij, Dish the meat, and lay this sauce vpon it. 1652 N, 
Culverwell Lt. Nat. 150 (L.) They dish out ambrosia for 
them, c 1685 in Dk. Bzickhmls Wks. (1705) II. 48 She . . 
neatly dish’d it up with Egg-sauce. 1769 Mrs. Radcliffe 
Eng. Housekpr. (1778) 189 When your dinner or supper is 
dished. 1833 Marryat P. Simple i, Jemima, dish up l 
1879 Sala Paris herself again (1880) I. xvii. 261 Grilled 
bones, - dished up for you before bedtime. 

2 . fig. To present (attractively) for acceptance ; 
to serve up. Also with up (fi forth, (rut). 

s6n Shaks. Wint. T. in, ii. 73 For Conspiracie, I know 
not how it tastes, though it be dish’d For me to try how. 
1641 MrLTON Animadv. (1851) 237 Lest, thinking to offer 
him as a present to God, they dish him out for the Devill. 
1658 Gurnall Chr. in Arm. verse 15 ii. §4 (1669) 121/2 
The heavenly viands disht forth in the Gospel. 1756 Wash- 
ington Let. Wks. (1889) I. 265 Their success .. dished up 
with a good deal of French policy, will encourage the 
Indians.. to fall upon our inhabitants. 1858 Doran Crt. 
Fools 70 This story . . has been dished up in a hundred 
different ways. 

3 . nonce-uses. a. To dish about : to pass round in 
a dish, to drink in turns from a dish or bowl. b. 
To receive (liquid) as in a dish. 

1719 D'Urfby Pills (1872) III. 311 Then dish about the 
Mother's Health. 1847 H. Melville Omoo xvi. 59 The 
Julia reared up on her stern, .and when she settled again 
Forward, fairly dished a tremendous sea. 

4 . To fashion like a dish ; to make concave like 
a dish or its sides; to hollow out-, spec . To set the 
spokes of a (carriage- wheel) at such an inclination 
to the nave that the wheel is concave on one side 
(purposely or as the result of an accident). 

1805 Agric. Surv. E. Lotkian 74 (Jam.), Formerly the 
wheel was much dished, from a mistaken principle. 1823 
P. Nicholson Pract. Build. 584 Dish-out, to form coves 
by means of ribs, or wooden vaults for plastering upon. 
x868 Jml. R. Agric. Soc. Ser. 11. IV. 11. 262 The yards are 
dished out in the centre to the depth of five feet. 1886 
A. W. GREELY^mf. Serv. I. xxvii. 370 Seven hours’ travel- 
ling over very rough ground 'dished’ a wheel, and lunch 
was taken while repairs were being made. 1887 Sporting 
Life 20 July 7/2 To facilitate turning the sharp ends, the 
eastern and western ends [of a bicycle-track] were 
‘dished'. 

5 . intr. To be or become concave; to 'cave inV 

1669 [see Dishing ppl. a.]. 1886 A. W. Greely Arct. 

Serv. I. xxvii. 387 We had much trouble with our wagon, 
the wheel dishing frequently. 

6 . intr. Of a horse; To move the fore-feet in 
his trot not straight forward but with a circular or 
scooping motion. 

1863 [see Dishing ppl. a.] 1869 Fitzwygram Horses <4 
Stables § 931 The more prominent defects . . are rolling, 
dishing, cutting, and stumbling. 1895 Letter fr. Corresp . 

I think the bes/ description of a horse that dishes, would be 
a horse that ‘ winds his forefoot \ 

7 . trans. slang. To ' do for ’, defeat completely, 
ruin ; to cheat, circumvent. [From the notion of 
food being done, and dished.] 

1798 Monthly Mag. (Farmer), Done up, dish’d. x8ix 
E. Nares Thinks I to Myself (1816) I. 208 (D.) He was 
completely dished — he could never have appeared again. 
18x9 A Millard 4- Heloisa 10 A consummation greatly 
wish’d By nymphs who have been foully dish’d. 1826 
Scott Jml, gy July, It was five ere we got home, so there 
was a day dished. 1830 Disraeli Let. 27 Aug. (1887) 32 
He dished Prince Pignatelli at billiards. 1835 R. H. Froudb 
Rem. (1838) I. 419 You are now taking fresh ground, with- 
out owning . . that on our first basis I dished you. <2x847 
Mrs. Sherwood Lady of Manor V. xxix. 103 If Fitzhenry 
can’t raise the sum, he will be dished, and that in a few 
hours. 1869 Latest News 29 Aug. 8 The Conservative 
leader would be _ glad again to perform the operation of 
* dishing the Whigs x88o Disraeli Endym. xl, I believe 
it [the House of Commons} to be completely used up. 
Reform has dished it. 

Dish, vf Sc. [variant of Dush v.] trans. 
To push violently, thrust. 

X82X Galt Sir A. Wylie 1 . 70 (Jam.) They hae horns on 
their head to dish the like o’ me. 

Dishahilitate (disthabiriit^t), v. [f. Dis- 6 
+ Habilitate : cf. OF. deshabiliter to disqualify, 
depose.] trans. a. Sc. Law. To incapacitate, dis- 
qualify. b. (nonce-use) To render impotent. 

i66a-8t Stair in M. P. Brown Suppl. Decis. (1826) II. 243 
(JamA The Earl his father being forefault, and his posterity 
dishahilxtated to bruik estate or dignity in Scotland. 1871 
R. Ellis Catullus lxiiL 17 Ye, who. .could in utter hate to 
lewdness your sex dishabilitate. 


Hence Dishalbilita-tion, disqualification ; im- 
posing of a legal disability. 

x6. . Sc. Acts Chas, I , (1814) V. 55 (Jam.) All prior acts 
of dishabilitatioun. x86x W. Bell Diet. Law Scot., Dis - 
habilitation is a term sometimes used by our older law- 
authorities, and signifies the corruption of blood consequent 
upon a conviction for treason. 

Dishabille (disabrl, -bi*l). Forms : a. 7 dis- 
habillie, -billid, 7-8 dishabille e, 8 dishabilie, 
-habilly, -abilly, deshabild, 7-9 ddshabilld. 

7-9 deshabille, ddshabille, 8 deshabil. 7. 7- dis- 
habille, 8 dishabile, (9 dial, disabii). [ad. Fa 
dishabilli (in 1642 desabilli \ Hatz.-Darm.) undress, 
subst. use of pa. pple, of ddshabiller to undress, f. 
dcs-, Dis- 4 + habiller to dress, etc. The final f 
of the French word (or its equivalent) has been 
occasional in English since the 17th c., but it was 
soon changed to e mute, and the prefix generally 
(like OF. des-) altered to dis-.] 

1 . The state of being partly undressed, or dressed 
in a negligent or careless style ; undress. Usually 
in phr. in dishabille ( *Fr, en ddshabille). 

^ a. 1705 Farquhar Twin-Rivals v. iv, I found you a little 
in the deshabille. 1709 Mrs. Manley New A tal. (ed. 2) 1 . 38 
(Stanf.) Favour'd by his Disabilly all tempting. 1711 
Steele Sped. No. 49 TP 3 The Pleasures of their Deshabile. 
x’jxx Brit. Apollo III. No. 144. 3/1 The Ladies .. Appear’d 
in such a Dishabilie there. 1796 G. M. Woodward Eccen. 
trie Excurs. (1807/26 His lady made a thousand apologies 
for being catched in such a. dishabilly. 1885 Athenaeum 
7 Nov. 6ox/i The shortcomings of English costume pale 
before the deshabilli of the Dutch colonial ladies. 

0. 1708 Mrs. Centlivre Susie Body 1. i, What would 
she give now to be in this deshabille in the open air? 17x3 
Swift Cadenus <$* Vanessa 367 (1726) 96 A party next of 
glitFring Dames .. Came early, out of pure Good-will, To 
see the Girl in Deshabille. 1773 Sheridan in Sheridaniana 
70 In studious deshabille behold her sit. x86x T. A.Trollope 
La Beata I. vi. 125 The easy, confidential intercourse of her 
deshabille in the boudoir. 

y. 1684 tr . Plutarch! s Mor. Pref. (L.), To surprise his 
mistress m dishabille. 1763-5 Churchill Journey Poems 
II. 5 Nor would I have the Sisters of the hill Behold their 
Bard in such a Dishabille. 1799 Southey Nondescripts iv, 

; Were it fair To judge a lady in her dishabille? *874 
Burnand My time ii. 13 Standing . . in his shirt-sleeves, for 
which dishabille he had apologized to us. 

2. concr. A garment worn in undress ; a dress or 
costume of a negligent style. 

1673 Wycherley Genii. Dancing-master v. i, Contented 
. . instead of variety of new gowns and rich petticoats, with 
her dishabillie, or flame-colour gown called Indian. 1690 
Crowne Eng. Friar v. Dram. Wks. 1874 IV. m They 
only come in dishabillees to visit me, and did not expect 
your Lordship. 1713 Gay Guardian No. 149 P 6 We have 
a kind of sketch of dress . . which, as the invention was 
foreign, is called a Dishabille; every thing is thrown on 
with a loose and careless air. 1789 Mad. D’Arblay Diary 
2i Aug., She does not become a deshabille. <2x847 M r s. 
Sherwood Lady of Manors, xxxi. 224 A neat undress, or 
dishabille, is much admired in England. 2868 Gloss. Sussex 
Words in Hurst Horsham , I’m sorry, ma'am, you see me 
in such a dirty disabii. 

3. trans f and fig. 

17x2 Pope Let. 5 Dec. Wks. 1737 V.^188 Thoughts just 
warm from the brain, without any polishing or dress, the 
very dishabille of the understanding. 1753 Foote Eng, in 
Paris 1. Wks. 1799 I. 35 What has been the matter, Squire? 
Your face seems a little in deshabille. <21817 T. Dwight 
Trav. (1821) II.142 Where nature . . is now naked and de- 
formed, she will suddenly exchange the dishabille ; and be 
ornamented, .with her richest attire. 1825 Miss Mitford 
in L’Estrange Life II. x. 212 [Pepys] sets down his thoughts 
in a most becoming dishabille. 1830 Galt Laurie T. iv. 
viii. (1849) 171 The house was in dishabille. 

f B. as adj. [repr. F. ddshabilld pa. pple.] In 
undress, negligently dressed. Ohs. 

1691 Islington Wells 4 (Stanf.) Three Ladies Brest Dis- 
habillee. 1694 N. H. Ladies Did. 14/1 (Stanf.) He is 
Deshabille, that is in a careless Dress. 

t DiSih.a*'htb, V. Ohs, rare. [f. Dis- 6 + Habit 
v.\ cf. F. dSshabiter ‘to disinhabitate, or depriue 
of inhabitants ’ (Cotgr.).] trans. To remove from 
its habitation or place of abode ; to dislodge. 

1595 Shaks. John 11. i. 220 Those sleeping stones.. from 
their fixed beds of lime Had bin dishabited. 

f Dis iha’lbitable, a. Obs. rare. [f. Dis- 10 
+ Habitable.] Uninhabitable. 

1642 Ld. Falkland Let. Earl Cumberland 5 Those false 
reports, .make London dishabitable. 

t DiSiha*Mted, ppl. ad Obs. [f. F. ddshabiU 
‘ disinhabited, without inhabitants’ (Cotgr.) + -ED.] 
Uninhabited ; deserted of inhabitants (quot 1602). 

1577 Eden & Willes Hist. Trav, 232b, Imaginyng. .the 
hot Zone, to be altogeather dishabited for heat. 1582 Hak- 
luyt Voy. A, The 17 of Januarie . . we departed from the 
dishabited rocke. x6oa Carew Cornwall 67 a, The dis- 
habited towns afford them rooting. 

f BiSikabrted, ppl. aP [f. Dis- io + Ha- 
bited.] ? Improperly habited or dressed. 

1648 S. _Kem in 4th Rep. Hist. MSS, Cmnm. 275/1 , 1 have 
certaine information that Sir Thos. Lunsford is gon up in 
an ould thredbare coate disshabited. 

ZHsthabi'tnate, v. [f. Dis- 6 + Habituate 
prob. after F. ddshabituer in same sense.] trans. 
To render unaccustomed, to disaccustom : the re- 
verse of habituate. 

x868 Browning Ring <$• Bk. ix. 1276 To dishabituate By 
sip and sip, this drainer to the dregs O’ the draught of 
conversation. x88x Contemp. Rev. Nov. 700 That talk and 


DISHABLE, 


455 


DISHERElfT, 


Apt action has been alone permitted to the clergy as a body 
has dishabituated them for the conduct of affairs. . , ; 

Bistable, obs. form of Disable v. 
Dishadow, var. of Disshadow v. 

'f BiSiftarr, v. Obs . [f. Bis- 7 a + Hair sb.] 
trans . To deprive of hair, remove the hair from. 

1631 Celestina vi. 78 They pill, and dis-haire their eye* 
browes with nippers. 

Bishallow (dis^ae-lflu), v. [f. Bis- 6 + 
Hallow v.] : trans. To undo the hallowing of; 
to destroy or violate the sacredness of ; to profane. 
Hence Dishallowing vbl. sb., profanation. 

1552 Latimer Serin, in Lincoln i. 70 God hateth the dis- 
hallowing of the Sabboth. 16. . T. Adams IV k$. (1861-2) 
II, 289 (D.) Nor can the unholiness of the priest dishallow 
the altar. 1647 Trapp Comm. Matt. xxvi. 63 To pollute 
and dishallow. .that ‘glorious and fearful name of God 
1833 Lamb Lett. (1888) II. 288 If curses are not dis-hallowed 
by descending so low 1 1869 Tennyson Pelleas # E. 437 
Ye, that so dishallow the holy sleep. Your sleep is death. 

Bis iballucixia'tioxL. [Dis -9 : cf. disillu- 
sion.] A freeing from hallucination ; disillusion. : 

x88x R. Buchanan Child of Nature viii, He received . . a 
good deal of rough treatment and sorry dishallucination. 
1889 Univ. Rev. Mar. 356 Returning . . under dishalluci- 
nation, we perceive that he does not really know so much. 

f DisihaTbottr, v. Obs. [f. Dis- 6 or 7 + 
Harbouii v. or jA] trans. To drive out of its 
* harbour’ or place of shelter; to send adrift. 

1566 Dr ant Wail. Hierim. Kvj, All reste disharboured 
from my soule. a 1612 Donne Bia6Wnro$ (1644) 108 He 
{Josephus] says, our Soule is. .committed in trust to us, and 
we may not neglect or disharbour it. 

Bisharmonic (dis,ha.rm^*nik), a. [Dis- 10.] 
Not harmOnic ; without harmony ; anharmonic. 

1887 H. Wallach in A nthrofi. Inst. Jrnl. XVII. 160 The 
head is disharmonic. The skull is sub-dolichocephalous, 
very broad, the forehead low, and the prognathism never 
much accentuated. 

t Bis 1 harmo *nical, a. Obs. [f. Bis- + Har- 
monical, after disharmony ^ : *= prec. 

2688 Norris Theory Love n. i. 88 Some . . strokes upon it 
{a musical instrument] will, .be harrnonical, and other some 
. . disbar monical. Ibid, (1694) 74 The same Strokes, that 
were before disharmonical, may be now harmonica!. 


Disharmonious (dis(haim^*iu9s), a. [f. 
Bis- 10 4- Harmonious; after disharmony l\ 

1 . Not in harmony or agreement ; marked by 
want of harmony. 

1659 H. More lmmort. So.nl (1662)-, 148 [It] may. .prove 
painful to the Soul, and dis-harnjonious to. Ter touch. 
1661 Glanvill Van, pogm. ve. 39 The musician's soul 
would be the most disharmonious. 1683 Tryon Way to 
Health , Thus there is caused an unequal disharmonious 
Life; 1754 J. Hildrop Misc. Whs. I., 38 Disharmonious, 
disorderly Motions of the- Fluids and Animal Spirits* 1876 
Farrar Marlb. Serm. xxxv. 355 Let me warn you against 
the fatal delusion that such a dual, such a divided, such, 
a disharmonious life as this, is enough for God. 

2 . Of sounds : Unharmonious, discordant. 

1683 Tryon Way to Health 461 The dis-harmonious noise 
of Drunken Healths and Roaring Huzza’s. 1864 Carlyle 
Fredk. Gt.( 1865) IV. xi. iii. 56 Dispute which rose crescendo 
in disharmonious duet. 

Hence Disharmo niously adv. } in a disharmo- 


nious manner, discordantly.' 

1664 H. More Myst. Iniq. To Rdr., Whose very title 
sounds so harshly and 'disharmoniously. 1865 Carlyle 
Fredk. Gt. xv. xiii. (1873) VI. 97 This ..victorious campaign) 
. . with which all Europe is disharmoniously ringing." 


Disharmonize (dis|ha*im< 5 hoiz), v. [f. Dis- 
+ Harmonize; after disharmony. Cf. mod.F. 
dhhdrnioriiser, neologism in Littre, 1874. J 

1 . trans . To put out of harmony, destroy the 
harmony of ; to make unharmonious or discordant. 

1801 J. Carey in Monthly Mag. XL 314 Instances in 
which the harmony of ancient versification is thus dis- 
harmonized by the application of modern accent. 1824 
Lamb Elia Ser. 11. Blakesmoor in H -shire, A trait of affeo- 
tation, or worse, vain -glory, .disharmonizing the place and 
the occasion. 1843 Pusey Holy Eucharist 10 Gur nature 
jarring still, disharmonized, obscured, deformed. 1858 Sears 
A than. m. x. 335 Cleared of disharmonizing elements. p i.- 

2 . intr. To, be put of harmony ; not to harmonize. 

# 1863 B, Taylor H. Thurston III. 22 Atrifle of affectation 
in her manner did 'got disharmonize with such a face ; it 
was natural to her. s ' 

Disharmony (disjhaumoni). [f. Bis- 9 + 
Harmony; prob.- formed after discord. Cf. mod.F. 
dPsharmonie, neologism in Littre, 1874, also cor- 
responding words in other mod. langs.] 

X. Want of harmony or agreement, discordance. 

02602 W. Perkins Ciwrrj Consc. (1619) 6 The want or 
absence of harmony, which we ■ call disharmony. 1665 
Glanvill Scepsis Sci.- xiiu 76 Reason and ; Faith are at 
perfect Unisons, the -disharmony the Phancy. 176$ 
Law Bekmen’s Myst. Magnum liii. (1772) 324 Of the Pro- 
perties in their Disharmony, Inequality, and Discord, 1864 
Carlyle Fredk. Gt. (1865) IV. xi. ii. 33 Disharmony of 
mind and tongue. 1879 Farrar St. Paul II. 226 That 
sense ofguilt which is the feeling of disharmony with God. 

, b. with a and pi. Something discordant • 

*833 Lamb Elia (i860) 364 If it ever obtrudes itself as a 
disharmony, are we inclined to laugh? 1884 Chi Times 
25 Apr. 331/4 The manifold disharmonies of Church and 
State in England. ' ■. i - : ' •• " 

2 , Want of harmony between sounds ; discord, 
dissonance. ■- ■■ • v / . - ■ 

a 1635 Vines Lords Sicpp. (1677) to A strrngo ver-sfcretched 


makes a jar and disharmony. 167s R. Burthogge Causa 
Dei 398 No harmony or Dis-harmony in sounds. 2860 
Trench Serm. W'esint.Abb. xxiv. 279 Harsh discords and 
disharmonies .. make themselves heard. ■ 
t Bislia*tter, v. Obs. rare— 1 , [f. di- for DlS- 
1 + Shatter.] : trans. To shatter completely. 

1615 Daniel Hymens Tri.n. iv, I rather will Rend it in 
Pieces, and dishatter all Into a Chaos. 

t BiS('h.au*nt f v. Obs. (Chiefly Sc.) Also 7-8 
dishant. [ad. OF. deshanter (Cotgr.), f. Bis- 4 
+ hauler to Haunt.] trans . To cease to haunt, 
frequent, or resort, to ; to absent oneself from. 

1584 Hudson Du B arias' Judith iv. 125 (D.) She dis- 
haunted the resort Of such as were suspect of light report; 
1637-50 Row Hist. Kirk (1842) 48 The nobiiitie and barons 
..now did dishaunt them. 1659 in W. MriDowall Hist. 
Dumfries xxxii. (1873) 371 Capt. Ed. Maxwell delate for 
dishaunting the ordinances. 2808-80 J amieson, Dishaunt , . 
is still occasionally used. A herd. 

Hence f Dis, hau nting" vbl. sb . ; f Disihaumter, 
one who 4 dishaurits % Obs. 

a x6$i Calderwood Hist. Kirk (18427-6) III, 375 The dis- 
haunting and intermissiounof the exercise. 266 5 in Cramond 
Ann. Banff II. 46 Several dishaunters of ordinances ordained 
to be summoned. 

Dish-cloth. A cloth used in the ‘kitchen or 
scullery for washing dishes, etc. , '! v 

1828 in Webster. 1869 Lonsdale Gloss. 25/1 Dish-clout, 
a dish-cloth. 1887 R. Buchanan Heir ofLinne x, A sort of 
banner, composed of an old towel or dish-cloth. ' : 

Dish-clout, arch, or dial. A * clout 5 or cloth 
used for washing dishes, etc.; —prec. In the 
wi'inging of a dish-clout speedily, immediately. 

1530 Palsgr. 214/r Disshecloute, souillon. Fenton 

Gold. Epist . 90 As the laying is, washe their face with' faire 
water, and drie it ouer with a dishcloute. 1677 Horneck 
Gt. Law Consul, iii. (1704) 68 He that makes a rich carpet, 
doth not intend it ‘for dish-clouts. 1782 Mad. D'Arblay 
Diaiy Dec., Wha,t a slut Mrs. Ord must think me, to 
put a dish-clout in my pocket! 2821 Scott Kenilw. ix. 
Breakfast shall be on the board in the wringing of a dish- 
clout. 1824 W. IrvIng T. Trav. II. 36 And have known 
Hamlet to stalk solemnly "on to deliver his soliloquy, with 
a dishclout pinned to his skirts. 1877 E. Peacock N. W. 
Line. Gloss. 86/ 1 ‘ Go thee ways or I’ll pin th* dishclout 
to thee tail’ is not unfrequently said to men and boys 
who interfere in the kitchen. , 

b. taken as a type of limpness and weakness. 
1692 Tryon Good House-w. i. (ed. 2) 7 You are How weak 

as Water, and have no more Spirits than a Dish-clout. 1863 
Mrs. Carlyle Lett. III. 170 , 1 was on foot again — but weak 
as a dishclout. 

c. used in contemptuous comparison or allusion. 

a 1529, Skelton Poems agst. Garnesche f), A bawdy dyshe- 

clowte, That bryngyth the worlde abowte. 1592 Shaks. 
Rom. <$* Jul. iii. v. 22 r Romeos a dish-clout to him. 1636 
Massinger Baskf Loiter v. i, I am gazing on this gorgeous 
house ; our cote’s a dishclout to it. 

d. transf. 

16x5 Crooke Body of Man 97 The Latines (call the caul] 
Mappaventris , the dish-clout or map of the Belly, because 
it licketh vp the superfluities thereof. 1785 Grose Diet. 
Vulg. Tongue s.v., To make a napkin of one's dish-clout, 
to marry one’s cook. 28 22 Scott Fam. Lett. 25 June, It 
Was . hard he should be made the dish-clout to wipe up the 
stains of such a man. 

e. attrib. 

2589 Nashe Almond for Parrat ixb, More .. then his 
dish-clout discipline will sette vp in seauen yeeres. 1755 
H. Walpole Let. Geo. Montagu 20 Dec., That old rag of 
a dish-clout ministry, Harry Furnese, is to be the other lord. 
Hence Disli-clout v. trans. t to wash with a dish- 
clout. ,: i ‘; •" ! 

1861 Mayhew Zw/^. Labour III, 363 (Hoppe) They are 
expected, .to dish-clout the whole of the panels [of a cab]. 

t BiSikea'rt, V. Obs . Also 7 disbart* [f. 
Bis- 7 a + Heart sb.] — Dishearten. 

2603 j. Davies Microcosmos (2876) 42 <D.) When, therefore, 
divine justice sinne wil scurge, He doth dishart their harts 
in whom it raignes. 1612 T. Taylor Comm. Titus i. 13 The 
which would vtterly disheart them. <32616 Beaum. & Fl. 
Bonduca i. i. Car. Have not' I seen the Britains -r Bond. 
What? Car. Dishearted. 

Dishearten (dis,ha*Jt’n>, v. Also 7 disbarten. 
[f. Bis- 6 + Hearten, or from prec. + -bn 5 , after 
hearten l\ trans. T o deprive of ‘ heart ’ or courage ; 
to discourage, 1 dispirit , make despondent. 

, 2399 Shaks. Hen. r t iv.L 117 No man should possesse him 
with any appearance of feare ; lest hee, by shewing it, 
should dis-hearten his Army, 2606 Warner A lb. Eng. xiv. 
xc. 365 Their former losse dishartned them so much. 1796 
Morse Ainer. Geog. I. 220 A great part ..disheartened by 
the severity of the winter, returned to England. 283$ 
Thirlwall Greece IV. 215 Lysander exerted his utmost 
efforts to thwart, discredit, and dishearten his successor. 

f b. with complement : To discourage from 
doing something (also with to and infi). Obs. > 
2634 Sir T. Herbert Trav. 121 The Turkes got the 

f -eatest losse,’ and were disheartned to proceed further. *642 
UL.i.'ER Holy 4 - Prof. St. xi, xvi. 109 They are disheartened 
from doing rheir best., 1684 Bunyan Pilgr. 11. (2862) 233 
She urged what she could to dishearten me to.it. 1697 
Dampier Voy. I, 27 Disheartned them from that design. 

to; with’ an action or the like as object: c£ 
Discourage 2. Obs. 

1658 Whole Duty Man Pref. 4 Where this is wanting, it 
disheartens our care. 1668 Clarendon Vind. Tracts (1727) 
64 An Uncertainty which must dishearten any industry. ; 

BiSihea’rtened^ ppl a. [f. prea ^ 

Discouraged, dispirited : see the verb. _ . 

1724 De Foe Mem. Cavalier (1840) 210 We were a dis- 


heartened army. 1849 Macaulay Hist. Eng. I. 517 The 
Whigs were a small and a disheartened minority. 

Hence Bisihea rtenedness, dispirited condition. 
a 2679 T. Goodwin Wks. II. 1. 170 (R.JA disheartenedness 
and dejection of mind._ 2863 Dicey Federal St. II. 273, 
I heard no cry of despair or disheartenedness. 

DiSihea*rtener. [f. Dishearten + -er 1 .J 
One Who disheartens. 

2645 City Alarum 9 A disheartner of Gods people. 

Bis rhea*irfceumg, vbl. sb. [f. as prec. + -ING 3 .] 
The action of vb. Dishearten ; discouragement. 

2629 W. Sclater Exp. /. These. (1630) 309 Hierom© 
thought labour a dis*heartning to the Tempter. 2654 Whit- 
lock Zootomia Pref. A vj, Or else he may lye open to such 
disheartnings, as become not.. these undertakings. 

BisibeaTtenin^,///. a. [f. as prec. + -ing 2 .J 
That disheartens ; discouraging, dispiriting. 

.1654 Nicholas Papers (Camden) II. 101 As serviceable to 
the Rebells . . and as dishartning to honest men. 2748 
Anson's Voy. 1, x. 107 Under these disheartning circum- 
stances. 2860 Froxjpe Hist. Eng. V. 235 Friends brought 
in disheartening news. V 

Hence Bisibea’rteningfly adv. 

2742 Bailey, Dishearteningly, by way of Discouragement. 
2882 Hall Caine Recoil. D. G. Rossetti 98 Dishearteningly: 
unpropitious weather. ! 

Bis ihea*xrbenmexit . [f. Dishearten + -ment.J 
The act of disheartening, or fact of being disheait-j 
ened; discouragement. ^ ! 

2830 Carlyle Misc. (2857) II. 143 No disheartenmen^; 
availed with, him. 287$ Farrar Marlb. Serm, xxxix. 393 
Among the dishear ten ments of labour, and the strife of 
tongues. 2886 Mrs, A. Hunt That Other Person III. 212 
A sigh of complete fatigue and ; disheartenment. 

Dished (dijt), fpl. a. [f. Dish v.i -h -ed.] a. 
Put in, a dish.: b. Shaped like a dish ; made 
slightly concave, c. slang : ; see Dish v. 7. 

1586 T. B. 'La Primaud Fr. Acad. 1. (isSp) 20s Faddish 
rested in the ashes., was all the dished he had to , hip 
supper, 2650 Bulwer Anthropomet . 241 They use Disht 
wheat with milk. 1737 Bracken Farriery Imp. (1757) II, 
37 The Soles, .a little hollow or dish’d. 2822-6 Jl Smith! 
Panorama Sc. & Art I. 372 Dished wheels have many ex- 
cellencies. . 

“t BiSjlie'dge, v. Obs. nonce-wd. [f. Dis- 7 a 
+ Hedge j<^.] trans . To deprive of its hedge. . 
C1386 C’tess. Pembroke Ps. lxxx, iv. Why hast thou now 
thy self dishedg’d this vine ? . ! 

t BiSiherr, V. Obs. rare. [f. Dis- 7 b;+ HeiilJ 

1 . trans. To deprive of or turn out of one’s in^ 

heritance;; to disinherit. ‘ / 

[1492 Act. Dom. Cone. 262 (Jam.) In distitutioun and di^ 
hering of the said Gelis [perh. error for disherising\ 2607 
Tourneur Rev. Trag. 1. iii, Sword .. Thou shalt dis-heir® 
him ; it shall be thine honor.^ 

2 . To, deprive of an heir. 

1687 Dryden Hind § P. iii. 705 To hew th’ imperial Cedar 
down, Defraud Succession, and dis-heir the Crown. 
[Dishele (Halliw.), error iov dishese, Disease.] 
Bislielm (disihe’lm), v.X [f. Dis- 7 a + Helm 
helmet,^ ^ after OF. desheattlmer, -healhter, in samd 
sense.] trans. To deprive or disarm of one’s 
helmet, intr. for reji. To take off one’s helmet. ‘ 
c 1477 Caxton Jason 25 b, Incontinent as.. Jason hadda 
. .smyton doun the geant tq the erthe..he dishelmed. 2525 
Ld. Berners Froiss. II, clxviii. . [clxiv.] 469 Sir Rayhold 
dishelmed the Englisshe knyght. 1625 Chapman Odyss. 
xiv. 383 Jove made me yield, Dishelm my head. 2847 
Tennyson Princess vi. 85 When, she. saw me lying stark* 
Dishelm’d and, mute. 

Dishelm (disihe-Im), ; £f. Dis- 7 a + 
Helm,] trans. To deprive of the helm or rudder. 

a 2849 H. Coleridge Poems (1850) II. 255 . Fear that dis- 
helms The vessel of the soul. 1862 Lytton & Fane Tank* 
hduser 75 To float, dishelm’d, ^ wreck upon the waves. ‘ 

Dishelv’d t see Dishevelled. 

Disheherite, -yt, obs. f. disinherit* Disin- 
herit. ; 

Disher (di’J^i)* [f* Dish sb. and v. -f -er.I : 
cf. saddler.] V ; , . ' : /J 

T 1 . A maker or seller of dishes. Obs • 

2304 in Riley Mem. London (i868> 54 John le Dtsshere. 
1362 Langl. P. PL A. v. 166 A Ropere, a Redyng-kyng, 
and Rose )>e disschere. [2377 B. vi 323 Rose J>e dissheres ; 
v. r. dyssneres doubter. 2393 C. vil 372 disshere}, a 2500 
Voi. itt, Wr. r WQfqker 572 Cipharius, a cuppere, or a dys,sh- 
ere. 2892 0 . Heslop Northumbld. Gloss. 238 Disher* a, 
tUFW®r of wooden howls or dishes. : Withjn the memory of 
some still, living, (i886j there was a disher working at Mit- 
foxcL, ..(Obs.) . 1 , V ■■ , ' 

2 . . One who dishes or server up food. ? Obs. , , 
2598 Florio, Imbanditore* a gentleman sewer, a disher or 
dresser vp of meates. ,v;v' v 

3 . One who 4 dishes see DIsh v. 7. 1 : 

2892 Pall Mall G. 21 June 1/3 By the indignation Which 
the dirty trick will excite . , the disher will thus in; the end 
be dished. ; 
t DiSilie"rbage, v. Obs. [f. Dis- 7 a + Herb- 
age j/.] trans. To deprive or strip of herbage. 

2542 JJ dall Erasm.^ A poph. 216 b, These -wordes, \eirro* 
(Soraveiv eirotrjtre, that is, ‘ hath brought this climate to cleii©, 
disherbageing \ smellen all bf the inkehorne. ' • 

I>iS|be*rent, a. nonce-wd. ,[f. Dis- 4 + radical 
part of ca-herenti], The opposite of coherent ; in^ 
coherent; incongruous. . 

1890 J. H, Stirling Philos. 4 Thapl, iii. 49 It Js, the Tb 
ovtI^ovv avft.$ipov, the coherent , dLherent,; , attributed, to 
Heraditus by Aristotle., , , 


DISHERESS, 


DISHOLY. 


f Bi'sheress. Obs. rare. [f. Disher sb, + 
-ess.] A woman who makes or sells dishes. 

*377 [see Disher i]. [Margaret la Disheresse is cited in 
Bardsley Eng. Surnames from the Hundred Bolls.] 
Dlsheria, -ied, obs. pa. pple. and pa. t. of 
Disherit v . 

Disherison. (disihe’rizon), sb. Forms: a. 3-4 
desertison, -tesoun, diserteisoun, 4-5 dishe- 
rifceson, -itison, -etison, -yteson, desheryteson. 
0 . 5- disherison, [orig. disheritesm , a. OF. 
des{h)eriteisun , -eison, n. of action from des(h)eriter 
to Disherit. (The full L. type was * disheredita - 
tion-em : the syllable ed was dropped in OF., the 
t before s in English,)] The action of depriving of, 
or cutting off from, an inheritance ; disinheritance, 
cxzgo Beket 1836 in .S'. Eng. Leg. I. 159 pat it ..were .. 
with on-ri^te and a-3ein lawe In desertison of mine churche 
to costome l-drawe. c 1330 R. Brunne Chron. {1810)214 To 
him and his heyres grete disheriteson. 1340 Ayenb. 48 
Besertesoun of eyr and liaise manages. 1399 Rolls of 
Parlt. III. 451/2 Forfaitures of heritages, and disheretisons. 
249: Act 7 Hen, VII , c. 18 The utter disheriteson of your 
seid Suppliant, 1495 Act n Hen. VI 1 , c. 35. § 9 To the 
hurte prejudice nor disherison of the seid George or of his 
heires. 1523 Act 14-15 Hen. VIII, c. 13 The saide hauen 
is. . likely to be lost for euer, to the kynges disherison, and 
hurte of the common welth. 1607 Cowell Initrpr. s.v. 
Contra formam collation is, The Abbot . .hath made a feof- 
ment . . to the disherison of the house or church. 1750 Carte 
Hist Eng. II. 20T Pardoning them all as to life, limb, im- 
prisonment and disherison. 1844 Williams- (1879) 
67 To prevent improvident alienations . . of landed estates, 
by . . dying persons, to the disherison of their lawful heirs, 
t Disherison, v. Obs . rare- \ [f. prec. sb.] 
trans. To disinherit. 


1654 Gayton Pleas. Notes iv. 212 To defraud rav’nous this 
expectant of his hopes, and to disherison his-malignant issue. 

t BiSihe'riss, V. Obs . (Chiefly.fr.) Forms: 
4 dysherys, 6 disheris, -heireis, -hseriss, 7 dis- 
keriss, disherize. [14-1 6th c. Sc. disheriss , as 
if f. extended stem of an OF. *diskerir to disheir, 
which may have been used in AF. The correspond- 
ing E. form would be disherish ; the form in -ize 
is due to confusion of verbal suffix : cf. advertise , 
amortize .] —next. 

2375 Barbour Bruce 11. 101 3 e se How Inglis men, throw 
thar po wste, Dysherysys me off my land. 2500-20 Dunb a r 
Poems lxvi. 38 The temporall stait to gryp and gather, The 
sone disheris wald the father. 1536 Bellendkn Cron. Scot . 
(1821) I. p. Ixiv, This was Edward . . disherist of the crown 
of Ingland. 1609 Skene Reg. MaJ. 41 Quhen ane man ,. 
does anie thing, .for the quhilk he is disherissed : his heret- 
age vses to returne, as escheit to his over-lord. 2612 Speed 
Hist. Gt. Brit. ix. v. § 25 These, .thusdisherized, ought of 
right, .giue first assault on their vnrighteous oppressor. 

t Disherit (dis ,he*rit) , v. Obs. F orms : 3-4 
deserit(e, -yte, -et, 4 desherit(e, dysheriete, 
4-5 diserit(e, -yt, dyserit;, 4-7 disherite, 5-6 
dig-, dyskerit, -yt(e, -et(t, -eit, 4-8 disherit. 
[ME, a. OF. desheriter, deseriter, -ereter, -ireter, 
etc., mod.F. dishiriter *» Pr. des{h)eretar, Sp. des- 
heredar ’, Pg. desherdar, It. dtseredare , med.L. dis - 
herilare, deheritare (Dn Cange) Rom. desheret- 
dre , for L. *de-, * disher editare, f. De- 6, Dis- 4 + 
hereditarc to inherit, f. hereditds heirship, inherit- 
ance. The pa. pple. and sometimes the pa. t. had 
also the shortened form disherit , with the variants 
disherid , -ied) desered, desirit : see examples at 
end of the article.] 

1 . trans. To deprive or dispossess of an inherit- 
ance; to disinherit. 

01290 S. Eng. Leg. 1 . 74/107 Alle o}mre weren deseritede. 
c *385 Chaucer L. G. iv. 1065 Dido , That euere swich a 
noble man as he [Eneas] Schal ben diserityd in swich degre. 
c 1465 Eng. Chron. (Camden) 16 Thow hast thaym slayne 
vnrightfuJH,. and disherited thair heiris. 2538 Starkey 
England n. ii, 196 Hyt were not mete that the father schold 
dysneryte hys chyld. 1634 Sir T. Herbert Trav. Table 230 
[He] rebels against his Father, is disherited by his Fathers 
will. 2700 Dryden Fables, Pal. 4 Arc. in. 968 The 
dryads and the woodland train Disherited ran howling o’er 
the plain. 

b. Const, of (rarely front). 

CX330 R. Brunne Chron. Wace (Rolls) 5394 He scholde.. 
Deserite Wyder of ylka del. c 1386 Chaucer Me lib. r 869 
To desherite hem of al bat euere they han. 1523 Fitzherb. 
Snrv. Prol., Disheryted of their possessyons. 2570 T. Nor- 
ton tr. NoweVs Catech . (2853) *93 Dike children disherited 
from their father’s goods. 1652-62 Heyun Cosmogr. 11. 
(1682) 5 Disherited of their Fathers kingdom. 2795 Southey 
Joan of Arc 1. 172 The great and honourable men Have 
seized the earth, and of the heritage Which God .-. to all had 
given. Disherited their brethren ! 

2 . fig. To deprive, dispossess ; to banish from its 
rightful domain (quot. 1570I). 

1x400 Maundev.^ (Roxb.) xxxii. 145 Ay to Jus tyme we bene 

n peess, of ]>e whilk Jxm will now dispoile vs and disherit 


out of use, and almost cleane disherited. 1579 Lyly Euphues 
(Arb.) 192 Thou art an heyre to fayre lyuing, that is nothing, 
if thou he disherited of learning. 2795 Coleridge Juvenile 
Poems (1864) 62 Made blind by lusts, disherited of soul. 
Hence Diske'rited ppl. a., Diske*riting sb. 


16x3-3 1 


‘ 456 

Coll Hist . Eng. (1626) 154 The.dis-herited returne answer 
to the begat. 1655 Fuller Ch. Hist. m. vii. § 2 The pre- 
misses tend . . to the- disheriting of the Crown of England. . 

®SI Examples of pa. pple. and pa. t. disherit , 
etc. 

c 13x4 Guy Warw. (A.) 6164 Thurch felonie mi fader he 
slough, Mi brother he desirit with wough. ci 375 Lay 
Folks Mass Bk. (MS. B.) 379 Pore, exilde, deserit. cx 375 
XI Pains of Hell 39 in O E. Misc. 21 1 pese . . deseredyn 
tveu ayrs vnry3tfully. 2460 Capgravk Chron. 289 Many 
men were disherid of her londis. 1523 Fitzherb. Snrv. Prol., 
Theyr heyres shuld nat be disheryt. a X533 Ld. Berners 
Huon lx. 2x0 He hath dysheryt me 

t DiSihe*ritance. Obs. [a. OF. des(h)eritance, 
f. desheriter : see prec. and -ance.] The act of 
disinheriting ; disinheritance. 

c 1450 Lonelich Grail xxix. 85 It was cawse of here dis- 
heritaunce. 1531 Dial, on Laws Eng. mi. (1638) 61 The 
alienation is to his disheritance, and therefore it is a for- 
feiture of his estate. 2660 R. Coke Power 4 Subj. 195 
Infinite losses and disheritances are like to ensue to the 
founders of the said houses, .and their heirs. 

t DiSihe'rite. Obs . In 4 deserite, -yte. [peril, 
a. OF. desfi)eriU disherited, pa. pple. used subst.] 
A disinherited person. 

1297 R. Glouc. (1724) 452 Hii sette deserytes in be myddel 
ost po, ]>at ]>e kyng aade bynome her lond. Ibid. 563 pe 
kni3tes were deserites in J?e lond aboute wide. 

Bisihe*ritment. rare. [f. Disherit v. + 
-ment : in OF . desheritement.'] The act of disin- 
heriting ; Disheritance. 

x88t Scribner's Mag. XXII. 757 [He] dared to hand to 
the Tsar . . his protest against tne act of disheritment. 

tDisihe’ritor. Obs. rare. [f. Disherit v. + 
-OR for AF. -our.] One who disinherits. 

1607-72 Cowell Interpr., Dis heritor, one that disinherit- 
eth, or puts another out of his Inheritance, 3 E. 1 cap. 39. 
Diskerize, var. of Disheriss, Obs. 

Bishero (disihl^w), v. [f. Dis- 7 b.] trans. 
To deprive of the character of a hero. 

1838 Carlyle Misc. (1872) VI. 30 A hypothesis, .that Mr. 
Lockhart at heart has a dislike to Scott, and has done his 
best in an underhand, treacherous manner, to dishero him. 

Dishese, obs. form of Disease. 
t Dishe*vel, a. Obs. In 4-5 discheuel(e, 
disshevele, dysshynell, 5 dishiuill, (A:.) dys- 
chowyll. [Variant of Dishevel Y, a. OF. des- 
ckeveU , with final / mute in Eng. Cf. Assign 
sb.] 

1. Without coif or head-dress ; hence, with the hair 
unconfined and flung about in disorder. Sometimes 
app. in wider sense : Undressed, in dishabille. 

CX381 Chaucer Pari. Ponies 235 In kyrtelles al discheuel 
\v.rr. dysshyuell, discheuele, dissbeueld, dissheueled, dis- 
chieflee] went pei J?er. c 1385 — - L. G. IV. 1720 Lucretia , 
This noble wif sat by hire beddys side Discheuele [v.r. 
disshevely] for no maleyce she ne though te. c 1470 Henry 
Wallace xj. 1014 Eftyr mydnycht in handis thai haiff him 
tane, Dyschowyll on sleipe. 

2. Of hair: = Dishevelled 2 . 

C 1450 Crt. of Love 139 And all her haire it shone as gold 
so. fine Dishiuill crispe down hanging at her backe A yard 
in length. 

Dishevel (dije*vel), v. [perh. a. 16 th c. des- 
ch&veler (Cotgr.), mod. d£cheveler\ but prob. chiefly 
a back-formation from Dishevelled.] 

I. trans. To -loosen and throw about in disorder 
(hair and the like) ; to let (the hair) down. 

2598 Florio, Dischiomare , to disheuell, to touze ones 
haire. x6ix Cotgr., Descheveler, to discheuell j to pull the 
haire about the eares. 16x8 Bamevelt's Apol. D.iijj The 
Peacock when he's viewd disheuels his faire traine, 1648 
Jos. Beaumont Psyche ir. ix, They.. dishevel May Round 
Tellus’s springing face. x8oo Mrs. Hervey Mourtray Fam . 
I. 20X He had been at court in the morning ; but though he 
had changed his clothes, he had omitted to dishevel his hair. 
2826 Blackw. Mag. XX. 397 She nbw dishevels.. the un- 
singed beauty of her flowing tresses. 

2. intr. (for refill) Of hair : To hang loose or 
in disorder. Obs. 

1638 Sir T. Herbert Trav. (ed. 2) 230 Their haire curling, 
dishevells oft times about their shoulders. Ibid. 355. 
Hence Dishe velling vbl. sb. 

<11x656 Bp. Hall Rem. Wks. (1660) 244 The .. wanton 
fashion of the womans dissheveling her hair. 1786 Mad. 
D’Arblay Diary 17 July, Just as I was in the midst of my 
hair dishevelling, I was summoned. 

Dishevelled, -eled (dije'veld),/j)/. a. Forms : 
5-7 discheveled, 5 diskevilled, dysskeuelled, 
6 disheuld, disckeaneled, 7 -e veil’d, diskeveld, 
-eviled, -euelled, 7- dishevelled, [f. OF. des- 
cheveU mod.F. dicheveU (see Dishevely a.) + -ed.] 

I I. —Dishevels. Obs. 

cx 450 Merlin 453 She was discheueled and hadde the feirest 
heed that eny woman myght haue. Ibid. 646 An olde woman 
discheueled, and all to-rente hir heir. 1494 Hotiseh. Ord. 
223 Her [the Queen’s] head must bee disbevilled with a riche 
sircle on her head. 1591 Sidney Ast 4 Stella ciii, She, 
so disheuld blusht. 1653 H. Cogan Died. Sic. 151 Growing 
distracted with griefe . . she went up and downe . . all dis- 
cheveled with her haire about her eares. 

Tb. In vaguer sense : With disarranged or disor- 
dered dress ; untidy. 

16x2 Drayton Poly-olb. xiii. 2i5\VIth thy disheveld nymphs 
attyr’d in youth full greeue. 2749 Fielding Tom Jones 
ix. iii, The dishevelled fair hastily following. 1862 Trollope 
Orley F. lxxiii, Her whole appearance was haggard and 
dishevelled^ 


2 . Of the hair: Unconfined by head-gear, hanging 
loose, flung about in disorder; unkempt. 

2583 Stanyhurst Aeneis 1. (Arb.) 28 Doune to the wynd 
tracing trayld her discheaueled hearlocks. 2638 Penit Conf. 
iii. (1657) 22 Our hair dischiveld, not platted nor crisped. 
27x8 Prior Pleasure 567 With flowing sorrow, and dis- 
hevell’d hair. 1813 Scott Trierm. m. xxxviii, Still her 
dark locks dishevel? d flow From net of pearl o’er breast 
of snow. 1887 Bowen Virg. AEneid iii. 593 Foul rags and 
a beard dishevelled he wore. 

3 . tran.fi. Disordered, ruffled disorderly, untidy. 

1647 Ward Simp. Cobler 32 When States dishevl’d 

\frinted dishelv’d] are, and Lawes untwist. 1712-14 Pope 
Rape Lock v, 130 The heav’ns bespangling with dislievell’d 
light. 2858 Sat. Rev. V. 388/1 In vehement diction, 
but dishevelled grammar. 1882 Black Shandon Bells 
xviii, The dishevelled mass of music that she never would 
keep in order. 1883 H. Drummond Nat. Law in Spir. W, 
(ed. 2) 294 Religion is no dishevelled mass of aspiration, 
prayer, and faith. 2886 Stevenson Pr. Otto 11. ii. 87 A cer- 
tain lady of a dishevelled reputation. 

tb. In good sense: Unconstrained, free, easy. 

a 2639 Wotton in Reliq. (1685) 482 One of the genialest 
pieces that I have read, .of the same unaffected and dis- 
cheveled kind. 

Hence Diske*veHe&ness. 

2889 T. Gift Not for Night-time 165 Smiling to myself at 
my dishevelledness. 

Dishevelment (dije’velmenf). [f. Dishevel 
v. + -ment.] The action of dishevelling; dishevelled 
condition. 

2837 Carlyle Pr. Rev. JL 1. xi. (1872) 50 Their Hebe 
eyes brighter with enthusiasm, and long hair in beautiful 
dishevelment. 1880 Miss Broughton Sec. Th. II. iii. vii. 236 
His tone.. has made her hotly conscious of her dishevel- 
ment. 


t Bis!ie*vely , -elee, ppl a. Also 4-5 dischie- 
flee, 5 disckeuelee. [a. OF. descheveli pa. pple., f. 
des-) Dis- + OF. cheve% cheveu hair, = med.L. dis- t 
decapillaius stripped of hair, shaven, Sp. descab&N 
lado ^bald, hauing no haire left on his head’: cf. 
It. ( di)scapigliare *to desheuell, to disorder . . ones 
head or haires \ In another form of this word, 
the -2 of OF. pa. pple., became mute in ME. : see 
Dishevel a.] * Dishevel a. 1 . 

a 1430 Chanced s Can/erb. T. Prol. 683 (Ellesm. MS.) Dis- 
cheuelee [other MSS. discheuele) saue his cappe he rood al 
hare. *4.. Chaucer's L. G. W. 2315 Dido (Fauf. MS.) She 
falleth him to foote and swowneth there Disshevely with 
hire bryght gelte here, c 2450 Merlin 298 She was all dis- 
cheuelee in her heer. c 2470 Harding Chron. clxxviii. ii, In 
chaumbre preuy At discouert descheuely also in all, As ser- 
uyng was to estate virginall. 

Dishitll (di-Jful). Also 4 dissuol. [f. Dish 
sb. + -POL.] As much as a dish will contain. 

c 1320 Seuyn Sag. (W.) 1918 Thre dissch-fol of blod he let 
me blede. 2340 Ayenb. 220 Yef me yefl>. .ane poure manne 
ane dissuol of pesen. 2577 B. Googe Heresbach's Husb. iii. 
(1586) 136 h, Geve to every one a little dishefull of rennet 
crudes. 1641 Best Farm. Bks. (Surtees) 105 They make 
account that fower mowter dishfulls is a pecke. 2729 De Foe 
Crusoe 11. vii. (1840) II. 170 A. .dishful} of water. 

Disking (di*jtg), vbl. sb. [f. Dish v. 1 4 -ing L] 
The action of the verb Dish. 

2679 Dryden Troilus 4 Cr. 1. ii, The dishing, the setting 
on the table. 2692 Wood Ath. Ooc on. I. 260 (L.) In the 
dishing out of whose Odcombian banquet, he had a con- 
siderable hand. 1858 R. S. Surtees Ask Mamma xxxii, 
Nor do their anxieties end with the dishing-up of the 
dinner. 

b. Oblique position of the spokes of a wheel, 
making its outer face concave. 

2797 A. Cumming in Commun . Bd. Agric. II. 366 Dishing 
(or the oblique position of the spokes) added much to the 
strength and stiffness of wheels. s88o L. W allace Ben-Hn r 
209 The spokes were sections of ivory tusks, set in with the 
natural curve outward, to perfect the dishing. 


Di shing \ppl- 0* [-ing 2 .] That 4 dishes’ ; spec. 
forming a concave or dish-like surface ; see Dish v. 
4 > 5 > 6 > 7 - 

1669 Worlidge Syst. Agric. (1681) 232 They make them 
[Spokes] concave or dishing., to secure the Wheel from 
breaking in a fall. 2707 Mortimer Husb.fi ] .), For the form 
of the wheels, some make them more dishing, .that is, more 
concave, by setting off the spokes and fellies more outwards. 
2863 Jml. R. Agric. Soc. XXIV. 11. 94 Curby or cow hocks 
[of a horse] with dishing speedy cutting, or slouching action, 
[see Cut sb . 2 7]. 1895 H. D. Traill in Fortn. Rev. Sept. 
364 Urged ..by Conservatives of the ‘dishing* school [cf. 
quot. 2869 in Dish v. 7]. 

t Dishi ver, v. Obs. [f. Dis- 5 + Shiver v.] 
trans. and intr. To shiver to pieces. Hence 
Dishr vered ///. a. 

1562 Phaer fkneid ix. Cc iij, Shields dishiuring crack. 
2598 Yong Diana 290 His tender trembling flesh I will 
dishiuer. 2624 Bp. Mountagu Treat. Invoc. Saints 6 The 
dishivered splinters runne into my hands. 2650 W. Sclater 
( son) Kp. Ded. to W. S elated s Rom. IV, As Dagon . . falls 
. .dishivered into dust and ashes. 

Dishiet (drjlet), Dishling (di-Jliq). [f. Dish 
sb. + -let, -ling.] A tiny dish (of food). 

2811 Lamb Edax on. Appetite, A sliver of ham . . a slip ot 
invisible brawn . . with a power of such dishlings. *884 
Daily News 23 Sept 2 /i It is a very agreeable miniature feed 
The dishlets are nine in number. 

f DiSiiloTy, a. Obs. rare . [f. Dis- 10 + Holy. J 
The reverse of holy ; unholy, iniquitous. 

1593 Bell Motives Romish Faith (i6o5) i6 Cast into the 
said Romish disholy inquisition. *5Sfd — Snrv. Popery 
1. 1. x. 34 Our disholy fathers. the late bishops of Rome. 
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Dishome (diS|h<?u*m), v , [f. Dis- y c + Home 
j-/;.] tram. To deprive of, or eject from, a home. 
Hence Dishorned ppl. a. 

1880 Contemp . Rev. 179 We have sunk into.; being the 
only dishorned nation. 1883 F. W, H. Myers Renewal 
Youth 229 Thy soul dishorned shal] . . be forlorn. 1882 
Daily Tel. 7 Nov. (Cassell) Poor families being incontinently 
dishorned to give space for magnificent roadways, 1893 
W. T. Stead in Rev* of Rev. 15 Sept. 318/1T0 create sub- 
stitutes for the home for the benefit of the dishorned. 

Dishonest (dis^rnest), a. [ad. OF. deshoneste 
(13th c. in Hatz.-Darm.), mod.F. dishonnite ; = Pr. 
des honest, Sp. deshonesto, It. disonesto , a Romanic 
formation for L. dehonestus , f. honesties honour- 
able, Honest : see De- 6, Dis- 4.] 
fl- Entailing dishonour or disgrace ; dishonour- 
able, discreditable, misbecoming, shameful, igno- 
minious. Obs. 

cx 386 Chaucer Clerk's T. 820 Ye koude nat doon so dis- 
honeste a thyng, That thilke wombe, in which youre children 
leye, Scholde..Be seyn al bare. 1483 Caxton Cato A vij, 
The galowes and. .dyshonest dethe. 1483 — G. de la. Tour 
D viij, The pryde of men . . that counterfeted them self of 
newe and dishonest rayment. _ 1586 T. B. La Print aud. 
Fr. Acad. 1. 12 If we account it a shamefull thing to be 
ignorant of those things., the not knowing of our selves is 
much more dishonest. 1702 Rowe Tamerl. hi. i 11 15 
Thou didst an Act dishonest to thy Race. 1710 Pope Windsor 
For. 326 Inglorious triumphs and dishonest scars. 1760 
Home Siege Aguilera n, Some fierce barbarian now insults 
the dead ; Adding dishonest wounds, 
f 2 . Unchaste, lewd, filthy. Obs. 
c 1440 Jacob's Well 159 J>e leccherous louyth to be in dys- 
honest cumpanye. 1494 Fabyan Chron. yu cci. 209 This 
duke, with Gunnore . . lyued longe whyle a dishonest lyfe, and 
contrary to the lawys of the Churche. *599 Shaks. Hen. V , 

1. ii. 50 Holding in disdaine the German Women, For some 
dishonest manners of their life. 1630 Wadsworth Pilgr. 
vii. 73 Accused him for being dishonest with his owne Neece. 
1734 Watts Reliq. Juv. Pref. (1789) 7 Their own dishonest 
and impure ideas. 

+ 8. Unseemly to the sight ; ugly, hideous. Obs. 
(Connected with sense 1 by quot. 1585-) 

[1585 T. Washington tr. Nicholay's Voy. m. xx. 108 To 
cover the dishonest partes of the body.] 1650 Bulwer ^ w- 
tkropomet. vii. (1653) T29 The Face .. appeares very filthy 
and dishonest. 1697 Dryden Mneid vi. (R.) Dishonest [tr. 
inhonesto ] with lop'd arms, the youth appears. 1725 Pope 
Odyss. x. 462 Enormous beasts dishonest to the eye. 

4 . Of actions, etc. : Discreditable as being at 
variance with straightforward or honourable deal- 
ing, underhand ; now, fraudulent, thievish, knavish. 

[1552 Huloet, Dishonest matter, or any thynge cloked with 
fayre wordes, subturpis .] 16x1 Bible Ezek. xxii. 27 To get 
dishonest gaine. 1647 Cowley Mistress , Counsel vi, The 
act I must confess was wise, As a dishonest act could be. 
1736 Butler Anal. 1. iv. Wks. 1874 I. 80 Dishonest artifices 
. . are got into business of all kinds. 1840 Macaulay Ess., 
Ranke (1851) II. 127 A most dishonest and inaccurate French 
version. 

5 . Of persons : Wanting in honesty, probity, or 
integrity; disposed to cheat or defraud; thievish. 

1751-73 Jortin Eccl, Hist. I. (1846) 123 Imposed upon 
themselves by dishonest brethren. 1793 Holcroft tr. 
Lavater’s Physiopt. xxxvi. 185 No man is so good as not . . 
to be liable to become dishonest. 1859 Kingsley Good 
News of God xxi. (1878) 171 You may be false and dis- 
honest, saith the Lord, but I am honest and true, 
t Dishonest, V. Obs. [ad. OF. deshonester 
(14th c. in Godef.) =Sp. deshonestar , It. disonestare 
a Romanic formation on diskonest-us (see prec.), 
for L. dekonestare .] 

1 . trans. To bring dishonour, disgrace, or dis- 
credit upon ; to dishonour ; to stain with ignominy. 

1382 Wyclif Prov. xxv. 8 Whan thou has dishonestid 
[Vulg. dehonestaveris ] thi frend. 1509 Fisher Fun. Serm. 
Ctess Richmond Wks. (1876) 291 To eschewe euery thynge 
that myght dyshonest ony noble woman. 1526 Tindale 
1 Cor. xi. 5 Every woman that prayeth or prophesieth bare 
hedded, dishonesteth her heede. 1606 Wily Beguiled in 
Hazl. Dodsley IX, 258 , 1 hope you will not seek to dishonest 
■me. <21670 Racket A bp. Williams 1. (1692) 44 He did not 
dishonest himself for it with any indignity. 

2 . To impute disgrace or dishonour to (a person) ; 
to defame, calumniate. 

c 1534 tr. Pol.Verg. Eng. Hist. (Camden) 1 . 251 Hee slaun- 
deruslie dishonested them. 1583 Golding Calvin on Deul. 
xxxix. 230 If a man call one a theefe . . hee will not abide 
to bee so dishonested before the worlde. 1615 T. Adams 
Blacke Devill 20 He may tho’ not disquiet yet dishonest the 
soule of man. 

3 . To violate the honour or chastity of ; to defile. 
1563-87 Foxe A. Sf M. (1684) I. 762/2 If we do see a King 

to . . rob and spoil his Subjects, deflour Virgins, dishonest 
Matrons. 1565-73 Cooper Thesaurus , ColluUdo . . to dis- 
honest or defile, a 16 52 Brome New Acad. 1. Wks. 1873 
II. 18 I’ll defie the devil to dishonest her. 

4 . To render unseemly or ugly ; to deform. 

1581 J. Bell H addon's Answ. Osor. tab, Your selfe do 
disfigure your owne whelpe, you dishoneste your owne 
creature. *637 R. Humphrey tr. St. Ambrose u. 33 Hee . . 
doth dishonest the grace of his vpper shape. 

Hence Disho ‘nesting vbl. sb. 

1530 Palsgr. 21 4/1 Dishonestyng, auilement. 1565-73 
Cooper Thesaurus , Generis dehonest amentum, the dis- 
honesting of his stocke. 

Disho*nestly, adv. [f. Dishonest a. + -ly 2 .] 
fl. With dishonour, disgrace, or ignominy; 
dishonourably, shamefully. Obs. 

c 1430 Lydg. Floure of Curtesye (R.), Dishonestly to speake 
-of any wight She deadly hateth. 15. . Doctr. Gd. Servauntes 


in Poet. Tracts (Percy Soc.) to Whan that thou arte thus 
departed Without his loue dyshonestely. 1549 Coinpl. Scot. 
xi. 03 He gart hang, cruelly and dishonestly . . sexten scoir 
of the maist nobiliis. 2643 Prynne Sov, Power Pari. App. 

58 Who had been shaven a Monke, or dishonestly bald, 
f 2 . Unchastely, not in honourable matrimony 
1560 Bible (Genev.) Ecclus. xxii . 4 Shee that liueth dis- 
honestly is her fathers heauinesse. 2665 Sir T. Herbert 
Trav. (1677) 71 He dishonestly courts, .his Fathers Wife. 
2685 Evelyn Mem. (1857) II. 238 Monmouth.. having lived 
dishonestly with the Lady Henrietta Wentworth for two 
years. 

3 . In a dishonest manner, fraudulently ; so as to 
cheat or deceive. 

2590 Shaks. Com. Err. v. i. 3 He had the Chaine of me, 
Though most dishonestly he doth denie it. 1855 Macaulay 
Hist. Eng. III. 586 Clarendon, who had refused the oaths, 
and Ailesbury, who had dishonestly taken them. 

Dish0*2iestness. rare-*, [f. as prec. + 
-NESS.] —next. 2727 in Bailey vol. II. 

Dishonesty (dis^nesti). Also 4-5 des-, dis- 
honestse. [a. OF. desho{n)nesti (13th c. in 
Littre, in mod.F. dishonnHete ) = Pr. dezonestat. 
It. disonestd, a Romanic formation on dishonest-us 
Dishonest, after L. komstat-em honourableness, 
Honesty.] The quality of being dishonest. 

+ 1 . Dishonour, disgrace, discredit, shame ; (with 
pi.) a dishonourable or disgraceful action. Obs. 

c 2386 Chaucer Pars, T. 7 759 Shame, that eschueth alle 
deshonestee. c 2400 Destr. T roy 528 N e deme no dishonesty 
in your derfe hert. 1535 Coverdale Ecclus. iii. 13 Where 
the father is without honoure, it is the dishonesty of the 
sonne. a 1542 Wyatt Compl. Lone (R.), From thousand 
dishonesties have I him drawen. 1582 N» T. (Rhem.) 2 Cor. 
iv. 2 We renounce the secrete [1611 hidden] things of dis- 
honestie [Wycl. Geneva, R. V. shame, Tindale, etc. un- 
honestie.] 2596 Dalrymfle tr. Leslie’s H ist. Scot.ym. 86 To 
venture he may haue honour ; to ly hidd as he la, dishonestie. 

+ 2 . Unchastity, lewdness. Obs. 

2535 Coverdale Ecclus. xxih 4 Shee that commeth to dis- 
honesty, bringeth hir father in heuynes. 1553 S. Cabot 
Ordinances in Hakluyt Voy. { 2589) 261 No woman to be 
tempted . . to incontinencie or dishonestie. 2630 Wadsworth 
Pilgr. vii. 73 Accused . . of dishonesty with another mans 
wife. 2639 S. Du Verger tr. Camus' A dmir. Events tio 
A right temple of Cyprus where the sacrifices were only 
dishonesties. 

1 3 . Shameful or foul appearance, ugliness, de- 
formity. Obs. 

c 1400 Maundev. (Roxb.) xviii* 82 pare may a man see 
mykill dishonestee [F. meinte leide figure\. 2485 Caxton 
Chas. Gt . 91 Ye may not see them by cause of the fylthe 
and dyshoneste of the place. 2535 Coverdale Ezek. xvi. 8 
I Then spred I my clothes ouer the, to couer thy dishonestie 
[1612 nakednesse], 

4 . The reverse of honesty ; lack of probity or in- 
tegrity ; disposition to deceive, defraud, or steal ; 
thievishness; theft, fraud. Also, a dishonest or 
fraudulent act. 

1599 Shaks. Much Admix, ii. 9 So couertly, that no dis- 
honesty shall appeare in me. 2626 Surfl. & Markh. Country 
Farmer Others are of opinion, that stolne Bees thriue 
best, but . . I neuer knew profit in dishonestie. _ 1752-73 
Jortin Eccl. Hist. (R.), A forger . . will avoid . . minute de- 
tail, in which he must perpetually expose his ignorance and 
dishonesty. 1804 Southey Lett . (1856; 1. 280, I have caught 
out Barros in so many dishonesties. 2878 Jevons Prim. 
Pol Econ. 59 Nothing is more difficult than for a person 
convicted of dishonesty to find desirable employment. 
Dishonorary (dis^'norari), a. rare. [f. Dis- 
10.] Bringing dishonour, tending to disgrace. 

2828 Webster cites Holmes. 

t Disho norate, a. Obs. rare— 1 , [f. Dis- 
honour sb. -h -ATE 2 .] =• Dishonoured. 

1601 Death Robert of Huntington iv. ii. in Hazl. Dodsley 
VIII. 297 Such honour ever proves dishonourate. 

Disnonour, -lionor (disp’nsi), sb. Forms : 4 
des(h)onour, des-, dishonur, -cure, (4-5 dys- 
honer, dyssehonour, 5 disonowre, 5-6 dys- 
honowre, -oure. 6 -our), 4- dishonour, 6- dis- 
honor. [a. OF. des honor, -ur, des{h)enor ( 1 1-1 2th. 
c. in Littrd), mod.F. ddsho?meur—Vt. f Sp. deshonor y 
It. disonore ; a Romanic formation f. L. dis-, DlS- 
4 b + honor em Honour. In this word, and its 
derivatives, the spelling dishonor is usual in U.S.] 

1. The reverse of honour ; the withholding of the 
tokens of esteem, respect, or reverence due to any 
one ; the condition in which these are withheld or 
the contrary shown ; a state of shame or disgrace ; 
ignominy, indignity. To do {d) dishonour to ; to 
treat with indignity, to dishonour, violate the honour 
of ; to the dishonour of, so as to bring into dishonour. 

a 1300 Cursor M. 4412 (G 5 tt.) Joseph souht on me in boure 
Forto do me dis-honoure. Ibid. 23644 (G6tt.) pe wicked .. 
of all sal >ai haue dishonur. c 1380 Sir Ferumb. 563 pys 
day he faileb in deshonour. a 1533 Ld. Berners Huon 
Ixvii. 23 1 Suffre none yll to be done to that good lady, .nor 
no dysnonour. 2548 Hall Chron., Hen. VI, 167 Many 
slaunderous woordes to the quenes dishonor. 2553 Short 
Catech.a&\>, He came downe from hiest honour to deepest dis- 
honoure, even the dishonour .. of the crosse. 1601 Shaks. 
A ll’s Well in. vi. 59 Some dishonor wee had in the losse of 
that drum. 1611 Bible Ps. lxix. 19 My shame and my dis- 
honor. 2653 H. Cogan tr. Pinto's Trav. xii. 38 He would 
rather dye .. then live in dishonor. 2718 Lady M. W. 
Montagu Let. to Ctess of Bristol 10 Apr., They have in- 
vented lies to the dishonour of their enemies. 1769 Junius 
Lett. xii. 53 They cannot retreat without dishonour. 1821 
Byron fdar. Fal. 1. ii. 64 Wouldst thou. . Harp on the deep 


DISHONOURABLE . 

dishonour of our house? 1870 Bryant Iliad I. vi. 192 Never 
bring Dishonor on the stock from which I sprang. 

1 ?. with a and pi.: An instance of this, an in- 
fliction of disgrace; apiece of ignominious treat- 
ment, an indignity, an insult. 

1x320 Seuyn Sag. (W.) 482 Who had the^ done this des- 
onour? 2422 tr. Secret a Secret., Prvu. Priv. (E. E. T. S.) 
154 Thre dyshonoures in the same day he moste suffyre. 
2673 Lady’s Call. Pref. 2 Women, who could hardly have 
descended to such dishonours. 

2 . A cause or source of shame, a disgrace, 

X553 Eden Treat. Newe Ind. (Arb.) 34 They toke it for a 
dishonour, to ..forsake theyr Captayne. 1562 T. Norton 
Calvin's Inst. 1. 22 b, Images . . displease [God] as certaine 
dishonors of his maiestie. 2755 Y oung Centaur i. Wks. (1757) 

1 15 Who think it no dishonour to their understandings to 
credit their Creator. 2842 Tennyson Two Voices 255 His 
little daughter, whose sweet face He kissed . . Becomes dis- 
honour to her race. 

3 . Commerce. Refusal or failure to ‘ honour -or 
pay (a bill of exchange, etc.). 

2834 T. Chitty Law Contracts (ed. 2) 597 The creditor ... 
upon dishonour of the instrument^ brings an action. x866 
Crump Banking v. rt» Notice of dishonour should be given 
to each indorser. 2885 Law Times 6 June 94/x The payee 
of a cheque cannot bring an action for its dishonour against 
the banker on whom it is drawn. 

Dishonour, -or (dis£>‘n9i), v. Forms as in sb. 
[a. OF. deshonnore-r, desonurer (12th c. in Littre ; 
mod. F. dishonorer ) *= Pr. desonorar , Sp. deshonrar. 
It. disonorare late L. dishonorare (in Du Cange), 
f. dis-, Dis- 4 + honordre to Honour.] The oppo- 
site or reverse of to Honour. 

1 . trans. To deprive of honour ; to treat with dis- 
honour or indignity ; to violate the honour, respect, 
or recognition of position due to any one, _ 

2388 Wyclif Ecclus. x. 23 This seed schal be disonourid, 
that passith the comaundementis of the Lord. 1422 Rolls 
ofParll. III. 650/1 Hym to harme and dishomire. _ C1450 
Crt.of Love 1252 Love shal be contrarye To Ins availe, and 
him eke dishonoure. 2526-34 Tindale John viii. 49 , 1 honour 
my father, and ye have dishonoured me. 2651 Hobbes 
Leviath. 1. x. 42 To Value a man . . at a low rate, is to 
Dishonour him. 1872 R. Ellis Catullus Ixiv. 404 [She] 
fear’d not unholy the blessed dead to dishonour. 

2 . To violate the honour or chastity of; to 
defile. 

2393 Gower Conf. II. 322 Which sigh her suster pale and 
fade And specheles and deshonoured. a 2533 Ld. Berners 
Huon clix. 614 To the entente to haue dyshonored her & to 
haue had her to his wyfe. 1841 Elphinstone Hist. Ind. I. 
xo She exclaimed that she was now unworthy of his notice, 
aving been dishonoured by Casim. 

3 . To bring dishonour or disgrace upon, by one’s 
conduct, etc. ; to disgrace. 

1568T1LNEY Disc. Mariage Bivb, He was faine to please, 
and content her, least she should dishonour him. 2593 Shaks. 
Rich. II, iv. i. 21 Shall I so much dishonor my faire Starres, 
On equall termes to giue him chasticement? 2725 De Foe 
Voy. round World (1840) 76 Friendly usage. . whichwe had 
not in the least dishonoured. 2727 — Syst. Magic 1. i. (1840) 
14 To find he had dishonoured, by his example, the doctrine 
of sobriety. 2848 W. H. Kelly tr. L. Blanc’s Hist. Ten Y. 
II. 217 America . . dishonours herself by tolerating slavery. 
1854 Ruskin Led. Archit. iii. 170 The water is not dis- 
honoured by that thirst of the diseased, nor is nature dis- 
honoured by the love of the unworthy. 

•j* 4 . To strip of what is an honour. Obs. 

1654 Gayton Pleas. Notes iv. ii. 180 As if you should . . 
dishonour a cock of his spurrs. a 1700 Dryden tr. Ovid's 
Met. xv. (T.), His scalp . . dishonour'd quite of hair. 

5 . Commerce. To refuse or fail to accept or pay 
(a bill of exchange, etc.) ; to make default in 
meeting (a promissory note). 

x8xx P. Kelly Univ. Cambist II. 285 Dishonour, a term 
used when the acceptance or payment of bills of exchange, 
etc., is refused. 2837 Lockhart Scott Ixvii. (X839) VIII. 
226 He found .. that Hurst & Co. had dishonoured a hill 
of Constable’s. 2887 Stevenson Underwoods I. xxiv. 51 
Nor leave Thy debts dishonoured. 1894 Baring-Gould 
Kitty Alone II. 97 The man to whom he had given the bill 
that was dishonoured. 

Hence Dishonouring vbl. sb. and. ppl. a. 

1525 Ld. Berners Froiss. II. xcii. [Ixxxviii.] 278 To come 
..on payne of dishonourynge. 2564 Brief Exam. Aiv, 
Horrible . . sacriledges and dishonorynges of God. 1843 
Lytton Last Bar. iv. vi, I had deemed it dishonouring m 
a noble nature to countenance insult to a noble enemy 
in his absence. 1875 Poste Gains 1. Comm. (ed. 2) 68 Any 
dishonouring outrage. 

Dishonourable, -honorable (dis^norabT), 
a. [app. orig. f. Dishonour v. + -able ; but in 
some uses regarded as f. Dis- 10 + Honourable. 
Cf. F. dishonorable (14th c. in Godef.).] 

1 . Entailing dishonour ; involving disgrace and 
shame ; ignominious, base. 

2533-4 Ad 25 Hen. VIII, c. 22 § t The continuance .. 
whereof . . were . . dishonorable to the hole realme. t6ot 
Shaks. Jut. C. 1. ii. 138 And peepe about To finde our 
selues dishonourable Graves. 1651 Hobbes Leviath. \. x. 
44 Craft, Shifting, neglect of Equity, is Dishonourable, 
1749 Fielding Tom Jones xiv. v, The words dishonourable 
birth are nonsense . . unless the word dishonourable be ap- 
plied to the parents, 2846 Greener Sc.Gunnery 345 More 
disgraceful, more dishonourable conduct, has never charac- 
terized the British service. 

fb. Without moral implication : Mean, paltry. 
Obs. rare. 

1699 Bentley Phal. Pref. 66 If the Room be too mean, and 
too little for the Books ; . . if the Access to it be dishonourable ; 
is the Library-keeper to answer for 't ? 


BISHOHOUHABIiEHESS. 

* 2 : Of persons + a. To be regarded with dis- 
honour, disesteemed {obs, rare ) . b. Devoid or 
negligent of honour ; meriting shame and reproach ; 
unprincipled, base, despicable. 

x6xx Bible Ecclus. x. 31 He that is honoured in pouertie, 
how. much more in riches, and he' that is dishonourable in 
riches, how much more in pouertie? 1749 [see sense x]. 
2864 Tennyson Aylmer's F. 292 Ungenerous, dishonour- 
able, base . . trusted as he was. Mod. A dishonourable op- 
ponent at cards. 

Hence Bisko'noiirableness, dishonourable 
quality, dishonour; Biskomourably adv, y in a 
dishonourable manner, with dishonour ; discredit- 
ably, basely. 

1 ’ 1590 C. S. Right Rejig. 29 Who (most dishonourably to 
‘Christ) acknowledge the Pope the head therof. 1651 Hobbes 
Leviatk. 11. xxi. 1x2 They are not esteemed to do it unjustly, 
but dishonourably. 1 1727 Bailey, vol. II,., Dishonourableness, 
dishonourable quality. _ 1769 Junius Lett, iv, Your own 
Manilla ransom most dishonourably given up. 1776 Adam 
Smith W. N.i. x. (1869) 1.105 The honourableness or dis- 
honourableness of the employment, a 1797 H. Walpole 
Mem, Geo. 7/(1847) II. x. 343 The injustice ana dishonourable* 
ness of retracting what he had authorized Keppel to say. 

Bisiumoured, -ored (disannul), fpl a. [f. 
Dishonour v. + -ed.] a. Treated with dishonour, 
b. Violated, defiled, c. Stained with dishonour, 
disgraced, fd. Dishonourable, dishonouring (obs.). 
e. Of a bill of exchange : see Dishonour v. 5. 

1603 Shaks. Me as. for M. iv. iv. 34 Receiuing a dishonor’d 
life. 1605 — Lear 1. i. 231 No vnchaste action, or dis- 
honoured step, c x6xx Chapman Iliad iv. Argt, 82 He . . 
Gives Menelaus a dishonour’d wound, 1784 Oqw'vhr Task 
vi. 821 God . . would else In his dishonoured works himself 
endure Dishonour. 1837 Carlyle Fr. Rev. I. in, i. {title) 
Dishonoured Bills. 1856 Kane A ret. Expl. I. xv. 182 
Carrying the dishonored vehicle with us, x88x S, Colvin 
Landor iii, 62 His dishonoured daughter. 

. Bisbonourer, -orer. (dispmaroi). [f. Dis- 
honour v. + -er 1 J One who dishonours. 

1671 Milton Samson 861 An irreligious Dishonourer of 
Dag'on. 2787 A. Hilditch Rosa de Montmorien II. 15* 
The injured Morton recognized his base dishonourer, c 1870 
J. G. MurPhy Comm. Lev . xx. 1-9 Introd., Dishonorers of 
parents. 

b, One who violates female honour ; a defiler. 
1755 Johnson, Dishonourer, .a violator of chastity, x88x 
S. Colvin Landor m : 62 In order to chastise her [his daugh- 
ter’s] dishonourer, , 

■ t DisbO’HLOTirleSS, -orless, a. Obs. rare- 1 . 
[-less.] Free from dishonour. 

1595 Chapman Ovid's Bang, Sence (1639) 32 Unwronged 
and all dishonorlesse. 

Bishom (disjh^m), v. [Dis- *j a.] Irons. 
To deprive of horns, cut off the horns of. 

1398 Shaks. Merry - W. iv. iv. 63 We’ll .. dis-horne the 
spirit, And mocke him home to Windsor. 1603 Florio 
Montaigne (1632) 436 A chiefe Gossip of his had a Goate 
dishorned. 1884 Law Times 2 r J uoe 139/ 1 The question was 
with respect to dishorning cattle, or cutting off their horns 
quite dose to the skull. 1890 Daily Nesos 17 Feb. 5/6 A 
convert to dishorning. . Now he dishorns his Guernsey cows. 
Bisborse (discus), v. [Dis- 7 c.] irons. 
To unhorse, dismount. 

1839 Tennyson Idylls, Enid 563 Then each, dishors’d and 
drawing, lash’d at each. 1883 — Balm $ Bal. Wks. (1894) 
375/1 He ..dishorsed himself and rose again. 

Bisbort (diJ^'jt), sb. Sc. Also 6 dischort, 9 
disshort. [Origin unknown.] 

. I. Injury, mischief ; anything prejudicial. 

1 *535 Stewart Cron. Scot. II. 555 And how hir father did 
him sic dischort. 1383 Jas. I Ess. Poesie (Arb.) 47 But 
cause they did her such dishort. ^ x8xx W. Aiton Agric . 
Ayrshire Gloss, 691 Dishort, a mischief. 

2 . 4 A disappointment-^ herd.) * ; also ‘Deficiency* 
as a disshort in die weight ’ (J amieson) . 

t Bisbort (disjhput), v. Obs. rare. [f. L. dis-, 
Dis- 4 a + kort-an to Exhort ; cf. L. dehortari to 
D short.] trans. To use exhortation to dissuade. 

1549 Chaloner Erasm, on Folly M ij b, They dishort us 
from sinne. 1361 T. Norton Calvin's Inst. hi. 320 Paul 
himselfe in another place dishorteth vs from carefulnesse. 
BisliQiT.se (disjhdu’z), v. Also 7 dishowse. 
[f. Dis- 6 or ,7 + House v. or j&] Hence 
Disbou’sed^/. a. 

1 . trans. To oust or expel from a house. 

c 1586 C’tess Pembroke Ps. lviii. iii, Make them melt as 
the dishowsed snaile. 1648 J. Goodwin Right and Might 12 
The Members of Parliament dishous’d by the Army. 1863 
Masson Rec. Brit. Philos, ii. 60 The dishoused population 
of spirits. 1892 Pall Mall G. 21 Jan. 3/2 Providing cheap 
railway accommodation for the dishoused workers. 

2 . To clear (ground) of houses. 

S640 Somner Antiq, Canterbi 191 , 1 suppose those houses 
taken downe. .the same ground being so dishoused and laid 
open. 2892 Chicago Advance 5 Mar., To ‘ dishouse * all the 
disease-breeding section , . and reconstruct its streets. 

t DishrrveHed, ppl a. Obs. rare. [f. Dis- 5 
4 Shrivel vi] Shrivelled up. 

*77* Muse in Miniature 49 Thro’ languid nature’s cold 
dishrivell’d veins. 

+ Distbu-man, v. Obs. rare. [Dis- 8.] =next. 

X657 Reeve. G od’s Plea 245 Oh look with shame . . upon 
this wofull evirating or dis-humaning your selves. 

Disibu*maiiize, v. [Dis- 6.] irons. To de- 
prive of human, character or attributes; —De- 
humanize. 

x86x Lytton & Fane Tcuinhduser 105 In a desert isle 


458 

Dwelling tillhalf dlshumaniz’d. 1878 B. Taylor Dcukdllott 
11. ii, Visions born of brains Dishumanized. 

Bisbume (dis,hitt*m), v. rare. [f. Dis- 7 c 
+ L. humus earth : after inhume,"] trans. To un- 
earth, disinhume, exhume. 

1834 Syd. Dobell Balder xxv. 181 Of what colossal frame 
Do I . . Dishume the giant limb from my rent heart ; 

f BiStbu^monr, jA Obs. [Dis-9.] 111-humour. 
17*2 Steele Sped. No. 424 P 6 Anything that betrays 
Inattention or Dishumour. Ibid. No. 479 p x Subject to 
dishumour, age, sickness, impatience. 1795 Jemima I. 67 
Oppression excites disgust ; injustice, resentment ; ill will, 
dishumour ; pride, contempt. 

tBiSibtt*m<mr, v. Obs. [Dis- 7 d.] trans. 
To put out of humour, vex, ‘aggravate . 

1399 R. Jonson Ev. Man out of Hum. v. iii. Here were 
a couple unexpectedly dishumour d. s68o Religion of Dutch 
ii. 15 [They] have, by their disputes, distracted and dis- 
humour’d all the Province of Holland. 

Bi’sb-wasb. [see Wash jt£.] The greasy water 
in which dishes have been washed, b. As a term, 
of contempt. 

X592 Nashe P. Pcnilesse (Shaks. Soc.)6s He ..hath his 
penance assignde him, to carouse himselfe drunke with 
dish-wash and vineger. 1398 Florio, St if a . . dish-wash 
giuen to swype and hogs. 1737 Bracken Farriery Inipr. 
(1757) II. 164 What I mean by warm water is not the warm 
Dish Wash so much in use amongst the Vulgar. 

b. 1599 Nashe Lenten Stnffe in HarL Misc. (1808-12) 
VI. 180 (D.) Their fathers .. were scullions, dish-wash, and 
durty drafle. c 1640 J. Smyth Lives Berkeleys (1883) II. 
372 Opprobrious words, of Coward, Cotquene, Milksopp, 
dishwash, and the like. 

■ Brsb-wasber, 

1, One who washes plates and dishes ; a scullion 
or scullery-maid. 

a 1329 Skelton Poems agst. Garnesche 26 Ye war a kechyn 
page A dyshe washer. 1587 Harrison England [ iii. xi. 
(1878) 11. 73 Everie dishwasher refused to looke in other 
than silver glasses for the attiring of his head. 1872 Tenny- 
son Lynette 750 Dish-washer and broach-turner, loon!— 
to me Thou siriellest all of kitchen as before. 

2 , An apparatus for washing dishes. 

3 , A popular name of the pied or water wag- 
tail [Motacil/a alba) ; also of the Grinder or Restless 
Flycatcher of Australia ( Seisura inquieta ). 

1573 Turberv. Fanlconrie 137 The Wagtayles or dish- 
washer as We terme them.. X73o-6 Bailey (folio), Dish 
washer , a water- wag-tail, a bird. 1832 Slaney Outl. smaller 
Brit, Birds 65 (Pied Wagtail) Often called by the common 
people the dish-washer, or washerwoman. 1884 J. Col- 
borne Hicks Pasha 265, I was surprised to meet my little 
friend the water wagtail, the dish-washer, where there was 
not a drop of water to wag his tail at. 

Drsb-washings, sb. pi [see Washing vbl 
sb.] a. = Dish- wash. b. Turners name for a 
species of the plant horsetai X {Eqidsetum hye - 
male ), also called polishing mshes. 

1538 Turner Libellus , Dysshwasshynges ; fortassis hujus 
herbeead fricaiidos discos et patinas aliquis fit usus. 1771 
Smollett Humph. Cl. III. 30 Sept., Bread soaked in dish- 
washings. 

Bi’Sb- water . The greasy water in which dishes 
have been washed. Also aitrib. 

1484 Caxton Fables of /Esop v. xiii, Dysshe water and 
alle other fylthe. 1387 Harrison England 11. xx. (1878) 1. 
331 The verie dishwater is not without some use amongest 
our finest plants. 1607 Topsell Fourf. Beasts (1658) 318 
Wash them with a little beef broath or dish water. 17x9 
D’Urpey Pills III. 7 Arabian Tea, Is Dish-water stuff to 
a dish of new Whey, 1884 Harper's Mag. June 22/1 Sally 
shook the dish-water off her fingers. 

trans f 'and fg. 1858 O. W. Holmes Aut. Breakf.-t. 
(1883)224 Flash phraseology., is.. the dish-water from the 
washings of English dandyism. 1887 Sanitary Era (N. Y.) 
15 Nov., Rainwater, after all, is nature’s dishwater, from 
washing the great howl of the atmosphere. 

TT = Dish-washer 3 (for which it is app. only an 
error). Obs. 

1674. JossELYN Voy. New Eng. 100 The Troculus, Wagtail, 
or Dish-water: 1706 Phillips (ad. ■ Kersey), Disk-Water 
[17X5KERSEY, Dish- W asher\ a Bird otherwise call’d Wag-tail. 

Dislocation, -ative, obs. ff. Desiccation, etc. 

. + Disidae*mony, des-, diside*mony. Obs. 
[ad* Gr. pgunbaLjxovia fear of thegpds, superstition.] 
t A superstition, also a worshipping God out of 
fear and not from love ’ Bailey (folio; 1730-6. 
Biside 'ntify, V. nonce-wd. [Dis- 6.] trans. 
To undo or veil the identity of. 

1845 Blackw. Mag. LVIII. 374 Gotham is England her- 
self, poetically disidentified by a very transparent disguise. 

BisiHirde, v- rare. [f. Dis- 6 + Illude : 
prob. after disillusion .] trans. To free from illu- 
sion ; to undeceive, disillusion. 

. i860 Russell Diary India II. 98, I am obliged to dis- 
ill ude many' of my visitors. 1892 A Lang in. Illustr. Lond. 
News 16 July 83/1, I confess to feeling uncomfortable and 
‘ disilluded ’ when I am thus taken behind the scenes. 

BisiHu'minate, V. rare. [Dis- 6.] trans. To 
deprive of light or illumination ; to darken. 

1863 Swinburne A talanta 14 All the fates, .burn me blind, 
and disilluminate My sense of seeing. 

Bisillusion (disilb/ gon), sb. [f. Dis- 5 and 9 
+ Illusion sb. Cf. mod.F . disillusion!] 

+ 1 . [Dis- 5.] X, Illusion, delusion. Obs. 

1598 Yong Diana. 139 What slights, what disillusions.. 
Haue risen of such sorrowes? 1603 H. Crosse Vertues 
Commw. (1878) 57 Such fallacies, and disillusions, are inci- 
dent to a base and seruile condition. 


DISIMPAWI*. 

II. [Dis- 9.] 2 . The action of freeing or ber 
coming freed from illusion ; the condition of being 
freed from illusion ; disenchantment. 

1831 Mrs. Browning Casa Guidi Windows p. vii. The 
discrepancy between . . faith and dis-illusion, between hope 
and fact. 1854 Longf. Epimeiheus vi, Disenchantment ! 
Dis-illusion ! Must each noble aspiration Come at last to 
this conclusion? 1863 Lond. Rev . 30 Dec. 71 2/1 Amidst 
the disappointments and the disillusions which followed! 
the . .revolutions of 1848, 1877 Dowden Shaks. Prim. v. 53 
It is the comedy of disillusion. 

Bisillirsion, V. [f. prec. sb. ; cf. mod.F, dis- 
illusionner .] trans. To free from illusion; to dis- 
enchant, undeceive, disillusionize. 

1864 Reader x Oct. 417 Captain Burton .. disillusioned 
many by stating that the plain on which it stands was by 
no means unlike some parts of central equatorial Africa. 
1876 W. C, Russell Is he the Maul III. 193 His voice 
disillusioned me in a second. 

Hence Disillirsioned ppl a. ; Disilliv sioning" 
vbl, sb. and ppl a. ; also Disillu-sioxter, Disillir- 
sionist, a disillusioning agent, 

1855 S.medley H. Cover dale xx. 127 Alice .. took her re- 
venge upon that disillusioning . . lady’s maid. x866 Lond. 
Rev. 724/1 The notion of this coach is commendable, and 
is a protest against the increase of dis-illusioning. The 
world, however, -will not go back for our fancy, and we 
must fain keep up with it, 1871 Morlf.y Crit. Misc. Ser. i. 
273 The disillusioned France of ’99. x88x Symonds Shelley 
ii. 31 A disillusioned world is inclined to look with languid 
approbation on benevolence. 1889 Voice _(N. Y.) 14 Mar., 
The ballot in woman’s hand will prove a disill usionist ; she 
will then be judged as a man. 189a Graphic 9 July 38/3 
Marriage is the great disillusioner. 

Disillu-sionary, a. [f. prec. sb., after illu- 
sionary.] Of, pertaining to, or of the nature of 
disillusion. 

1879 Annie Thomas London Season II. 161 Miss Bertram 
is almost moved from her disillusionary purpose. 

Disillusionize, v. [f. Disillusion sb. + 
-ize.] trans. = Disillusion v. 

1861 Whyte Melville Good for Nothing I. 2 36 It was .. 
disillusionizing him.. of the romance in which he had chosen 
to wrap himself up. 1890 Times 27 Jan. 5/2 A free discus- 
sion of Social Democracy would do more to . . disillusionize 
its votaries than all the police repression in the world. 

Hence Bisillu *sionizing- vbl sb. and ppl a . ; 
DisiHu-sionizer, one who disillusionizes. 

x8$4 Sat. Rev. 10 Dec. 708/2 There is something dis- 
illusionizing in the sumptuous returns of a successful poem 
or novel. 1869 Echo 7 Sept., A somewhat similar disillu- 
sionising is taking place in the United States with respect to 
President Gran t. x88x Public Opinion (N. Y. ) 2 Apr. ssoThe 
latest literary disillusioniser- 1890 Pictorial World 4 Sept. 
293/3 The wife is not always so loyal to the disillusioniser. 

Bisillu-sionment. [f- Disillusion v. + 
-ment : cf. mod.F. disillusionnement.] The ac- 
tion of disillusioning, or fact of being disillusioned. 

1856 Leisure Hour V. 712/2 The first fe\v days in Rome 
..must be a disappointment-— a sort of disillusionment, if 
we may coin that term. x88 6 Century Mag. XXXII. 939 
Therein was the beginning of disillusionments. 1891 Farrar 
Darkness 4 Dawn II. 327 We have seen.. the terrible dis- 
illusionment and suicides of Gallio and of Seneca. 

Bisillirsrsre, a. [f. Disillude, after illusive .] 
Tending to disillusion. 

1878 T. Hardy Return of Native II. nr. i. 74 A long line 
of disillusive centuries has permanently displaced the Hel- 
lenic idea of life. 

Bisima'gine, v. [Dis- 6.] trans. To banish 
from the imagination ; to imagine not to be. 

1647 H. More Song of Soul To Rdr. B iij a, Exercised Wits 
that have so writhen and wrested their phansies that they 
can imagine or disimagine any thing. 1668 — Div. Dial, 

I. xxviii. (1713) 59 This Extensum we cannot dis-imagine^ 
. .but it is whether we will or na 1867 Emerson Lett. § 
Sac. Aims , Progr. Cult. Wks. (Bohn) III. 231 Truth .. 
whose existence we cannot disimagine. 

Disimbark, disimbogue, etc. : see Disem-. 

Disimbroil, obs. var. of Disembroil, v. 

x6xx Florio Disbrogliare, to disimbroile. 

Bisimmu*re, v. [Dis- 6.] trans. To set 
free from confining walls ; to release from impri- 
sonment or confinement ; to liberate. 

xfixx Cotgr., Desemmure, disimmured, taken out of a 
wall wherein it was inclosed. 1878 B. Taylor Deukalion 

II. v. 91 Thou shalt dis-immure Her slaves, and give them, 
their abolished sex, x886 Willis & Clark Cambridge II. 
127 The .. piers of the nave .. were .. sufficiently disim- 
mured by pulling down the rubble on each side of them. 

+ Bisimpa'rk, v. Obs * [Dis- 6.] trans. To- 
turn out of a park, to free from the enclosure of 
a park. Hence Disimparking vbl. sb. 

1609 Dekker GvlPs Home-bk. 8x The spending English- 
man who, to maintain a paltry warren of unprofitable conies, 
disimparks the stately swift-footed wild deer. 1675 J. 
Smith Chr. Relig. Appeal rt. 109 (L.) The disimparking of 
that nation, and turning it into the wild and common of the 
world. 1711-14 Spectator cited in Webster 1828. 

Bisimpa*ssioned, ppl a. Also disem-. [Dis- 
10.] Freed or free from passion ; dispassionate, 

x86i M. W. Freer Henry IV, 1 . 1. ii. 98 The debates . .were 
generally practical and disimpassioned. 1876 Browning 
N uvipholeptos 23 That pale soft sweet disempassioned moon, 
1889 Tennyson Demeter < 5 * Persephone ii. Those imperial, 
disimpassioned eyes Awed even me at first. 

t Bismipa’wn, V. Obs. [Dis- 6.] trans. Do 
take out of pawn ; to redeem (what is in pawn), 

1631 Celestma xv. X62 Thrice have I freed thee from the: 
gallowes ; foure times haue I disimpawnd thee. 
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tD£s£mpba*clXj : v. Obs. rare. [ad. obs. F. 
desempescher (Cotgr.), f. des-, Dis- 4 + empescher 
to Impeach.] tram. To free from impeach- 
ment. 

i6ix Cotgr., Desempescher, to disimpeach,' disin comber, 
cleere. 1657 R. Carpenter Astrology proved harmless 36 
The wise man will dis-impeach him, who boldly saith 
[etc.]. 

Bisimpester, obs. yar. of Disempester. 
f Disi*mplicate, v. Obs. [Dis- 6.] trans. 
To free from implication or entanglement ; to dis- 
jnvolve. Hence Disrmplieated ppl. a., disin- 
volved, explicit. 

1660 tr. Amyraldus' Treat, cone. Relig. in. vii. 442 Much 
more is it impossible for a man to disimpHcate himself 
from sin. 1753 S. Shuckford Creation 4 Fall of Man 56 
He had a clear and disimplicated Perception of the Manner 
in which Eve was taken out of him. 

Disimprrson, v. Also 9 disem-. [f. Dis- 
6' 4 Imprison : cf. F. disemprisonner (in Cotgr.).] 
trans. To release from imprisonment or confine- 
ment ; to set at liberty, , Also/g*. 

16x1 Cotgr. Desprisonner, to vnprison, or disimprison. 
1664 Power Exp. Philos, l 61 They can hardly be sepa- 
rated, and dis-imprisoned as in Minerals. 1671 Grew Anat. 
Plants 1. i. §44 (1682) 9 The now effoliated Lobes., being 
once dis-imprisoned from their Coats . . must needs very 
considerably amplifie themselves. 1845 R. W. Hamilton 
Pop. Educ. vii (ed. 2) 134 The keys which shall unlock the 
word of life to hundreds of millions and disimprison those 
hundreds of millions themselves. , 1858 Carlyle Fredk. Gt. 
I, i.i. 21 ‘ All History is an imprisoned Epic’ . .says Sauerteig 
there. I wish he had disimprisoned it in this instance 1 
, Hence Disimpri’soned ppl. a., Disimprisoning 
vbl. sb. and ppl. a. ; also Bisimpri* sonment, the 
action of disimprisoning. 

x6xx Cotgr., DisemprisonnS, disimprisoned . . delivered 
out of prison. 1656 Earl Monm. Advt. fr. P amass. 193 
After the disimprisonment of the commendador. 2659 Tor- 
riano, Discarceratura, a disimprisoning. 2777T0PLAPY in 
R. Palmer Bk. of Praise 427 There shall my disimprison’d 
soul Behold Him and adore. 1837 Carlyle Fr. Rev. (1872) 
I. vl 1.184 The open violent Rebellion and Victory of dis- 
imprisoned Anarchy against corrupt worn-out Authority. 
2878 Browning Poets Croisic 101 How can the youthful 
chatelaine but pant For disemprisonment ? 

t Disimpro*priate, v. Obs. [Dis- 6.] trans. 
To undo the impropriation of ; to divert what is 
impropriated. 

a 1626 Bacon Max. <$> Uses Com. Law ix. (1636) 41 It shall 
not he disimpropriated to the benefit of the heire. 

Bisimpro’ve, v. [Dis- 6.] trans. To do 
the reverse of improving ; to render worse in 
quality. 

1642 Jer. Taylor Episc. Ep. Ded., No need to disimprove 
the Royal Banks to pay thanks to Bishops. 1651 — Serm. 
for * Year 1. iv. 49 Those unprofitable and hurtful branches 
which .. disimprove the fruit. <21717 Parnell Deborah 
(Seager), Thus direful was deform’d the country round ; 
Unpeopled towns, and disimprov’d the ground.^ 1827 Lady 
M organ O'Briens <$■ O' Flaherty s IV. 352 Something changed, 
but not disimproved. 1890 Gently Mag. Feb. 161 Though he 
raised the tone of the essay, he disimproved its form, as the 
masterly hand of Addison left it. 

b. intr. To grow worse, deteriorate. 

>346 in Worcester, whence in later Diets. 

Hence Disimpro* ving ///. a. 

18x3 Coleridge Remorse Epil., Dire disimproving disad- 
vantages. 

Bisi mpr 0 • vem ent . [f. prec. after Improve- 

ment.] The action of disimproving; the reverse 
of improvement ; a change for the worse. 

1649 Jer. Taylor Gt.Exemp. v. § 33 It hath also especial 
influence in the disimprovement of temptations. 1678 Norris 
Coll. Misc. (1699) 193 The final issue.. would be, an utter 
neglect and disimprovement of the earth. 1723 Swift Power 
of Bishops Wks. 1761 III. 254 Four parts in five of the plan- 
tations for thirty years past have been real disi approvements. 
1873 Helps in Macm. Mag. Feb. 306 There has been much 
disimprovement in the matters I have referred to since their 
first tenure of office. 

Disinable, Disinamour, etc. : see Disen-. 
t Disincameration. Ohs. [ad. F. disin- 
cameration (1664 in Littre) : see Dis- 4, 6 and In- 
cameration.] The revocation or annulment of an 
incameration, or annexation of a territory to the 
domain of the Roman Camera; also called dis- 
cameration . 

1668 Lond. Gaz. No. 281/1 The Moneys which the Duke 
[of Parma] was obliged to have formerly paid for the Dis- 
incameration of one half of that Dutchy. 1670 G. H. Hist. 
Cardinals n. m. 198 In the business of the disincameration 
■ of Castro. / 

t Bisincanta*tion. Obs. rare. [Dis- 9.] 
The undoing of an incantation or enchantment. 

1652 Benlowes TJieoph. xi. 193 TheVanitie of the World. 
Canto XI, The Disincantation. 

Bisinca'r cerate, v. [Dis- 6.] trans . = 

Disimprison. HenceBisindarcera'tion. 

1663 G. Harvey Advice agst. Plague 6 To melt and open 
the surface of the Earth, for to disincarcerate the said venene 
bodies, 1831 Bentham Whs, (1838-43) XL 62 In what way 
his , imprisonment terminated, whether by death or by 
disincarceration. *868 G. Macdonald Seaboard Parish II. 
vi. 103 The disincarcerated spirit. 

Bisinca*rnate, a. [Dis- 10.] Divested of the 
flesh ; disembodied: the opposite of incarnate adj. 
_x88x Palgrave Death in Forest in Vision, of Eng. (1889) 34 
The Soul disincamate. 
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Bisinca'rnate, v. [Dis- <$.] ■ trans. To di- 
vest of flesh or a material body lithe opposite of 
incarnate vb. r . ; * 

2880 Contemp. Rev. Feb. 199 The body which Christ had 
after His resurrection., being as it were re-ipcamated at 
one time and dis-incarnated at another. 

Disinebant, obs. var. of Disenchant. 

■ Bismclrnable, a. [f. Dis- 10 + Inclinable.] 
Having a disinclination ; disinclined, indisposed. 

2769 Goldsm. Roman Hist. (X786) I. 245 The senate were 
. . no way disinclinable to a peace. 

Disinclination (disinklin^-Jbn). [f. Dis- 9 
4 Inclination.] Want of inclination or liking 
(usually implying an inclination towards the oppo- 
site); slight dislike or aversion ; indisposition, un- 
willingness. 

1647 Clarendon Hist. Reb. m. (18431 75/1 [He] spent his 
time abroad, .where he improved his disinclination to the 
church. 1697 Jer. Collier Ess. Mor. SubJ. 11. (1709) 164 
This Humour, unless prevented, will slide into Indifferency 
and Disinclination. X749 Fielding Tom Jones vi. v, So 
strong a disinclination as 1 have at present to this person. 
1767 BablerlAo. 67 6 An absolute disinclination for their 

company. 2788 Priestley Led. Hist, lx; (R.) The same 
taste for expensive living will naturally spread to the lower 
ranks.. and produce a general disinclination to matrimony, 
X813 J. C. Hobhouse four. Albania 1122 A disinclination 
from having recourse to unjust extremities. 2856 Emerson 
Eng. Traits , First Visit Wks. ([Bohn) II. 7 He had the 
natural disinclination of every nimble spirit to bruise itself 
against walls. 

Disincline (disinkbi*n) ? v. [f. Dis- 6 4 In- 
cline v.] trans. To deprive of inclination; to 
make indisposed , averse, or unwilling. 

5647 Clarendon Hist. Reb. iv. (1843) 225/2 It served, .to 
disincline them from any reverence or affection to the queen, 
2736 Bolingbroke Patriot. (1749) 242, 1 know that they dis- 
inclined men from the succession. 1804 Castlereagh in 
Owen Wellesley' s Desp. 252 The jealousy which even then 
disinclined the Peishwa to place himself in our hands. 1846 
D. King Lord's Supper iv. 106 He disinclines us for sin. 
1878 Bayne. Purit. Rev. ii. 33 Other considerations.. might 
well disincline him to a wanike expedition. 

# absol. X790 Han. More Relig. P'ash. World (1791) 13 It 
Is not perplexed argument or intricate metaphysics, which 
can now disincline from Christianity. 

b. intr. To be indisposed or unwilling; to in- 
cline not (to do something'. 

1885 G. Meredith Diana I. i. 19 She. .believed, as men 
disincline to do, that they grow. 

Disinclined (disinkbrnd), ppl. a. [f. Dis- 10 
4 Inclined,] Having a disinclination or slight 
aversion; not inclined; averse, indisposed. 

1647 Clarendon Hist. Reb. vi. (1843) 207/1 Wherever they 
found any person of quality* inclined to the king, or but dis- 
inclined to tihem, they immediately seized upon his person. 
1719 Young Revenge 11. 1, Alvarez pleads indeed, That 
Leonora’s heart is disinclined. 1748 Richardson Clarissa 
(1811) III. xxix. 174, 1 should not be disinclined to go to 
London, did I know anybody there. 2797 Mrs. Radcliffe 
Italian i, He maintained that if she was not disinclined 
towards him, some sign of approbation would appear. 1856 
Froude Hist, Eng. 1 . 149 The old aristocracy .. were dis- 
inclined by constitution and sympathy from sweeping 
measures. 1858 Carlyle Fredk. Gt. (1865) I. li. iii. 59 The 
Wends were highly disinclined to conversion. 2888 F. Hume 
Mad. Midas 1. v, [He] felt disinclined for any more sleep. 

Disinclose : see Disenclose. 

Disincomber, obs. var. of Disencumber. 
t Dismco*mmodate, v. Obs. Erroneous mix- 
ture of discommodate and incommodate. 

3635 J. Hayward tr . Biondi's Banish'd Virgin 22 For 
feare of disincommodating themselves. 

t Disinco rporate, ppl. a. Obs. Also 7 
disen-, [f. Dis- 10 + Incorporate a . : see next.] 
Disunited or separated from a body, coqmration, 
or society; 

1605 Bacon Adv. Learn. 11. xxv. § 9 (i87i)'2s8 Aliens and 
disincorporate from the Church of God. 1682 R. L’Estrange 
Casuist Uncas'd 78 Ten Millions of men, are but as so many 
Individuals, when disencorporate, and Lopp'd off from the 
Body. 

Disincorporate (disink^*ipor<?it), v. [f. Dis- 
6 + Incorporate v. : cf. F. dtsincorporer (1690 in 
Hatz.-Darm.).] , 

1. trans. To undo the incorporation of, to dis- 
solve (a corporation). 

2697 Collier Ess. Mor. SubJ. 1. (1703) 223 To remove the 
Magistracy, or disincorporate the State. 1754-62 Hume 
Hist. Eng. IV. 291 (Seager) His Majesty had disincorpo- 
rated some idle monks. 1893 Min. Nat. ConJ. CounciUx 892) 
271 The same law disincorporated the Mormon Church, 

2 . To separate from a corporation or body. 

2702 Collier M. Aurel. (1726)168 He that is selfish . . dis- 
incorporates himself from mankind. 

Hence Disincorporation, the action of disin- 
corporating, or depriving of the right's and privi- 
leges of a corporation. 

2772 T. Warton Life Sir T. Pope 41 (T.) [He] ranked the 
king’s disincorporation of the monks with his rejection of 
the. see of Rome . .as a matter of an external nature. 

t Bisincrea*se, sb. Obs.’ In 5 disen-, [f. 
Dis- 94 Increase sb . ] The reverse of increase ; 
decrease, diminution. 

X430 Lydg. Chron. Troy in. xxvil, In preiudice of his wor- 
thynesse And disencrease of his hygh prowesse. C1430 — 
Thebes 11. (R.), The tydings that thou hast brought Shalvnto 
him he disencrease. c 1450 — Compl. > Ldveres Lyfe 202 
Wythout addicyoun, Or disencrese, owther xnor or lesse. 


BISINFLATI03SF. 

f Bisincrea*se, V. Obs . In 5 disencrese. 
[f. Dis- 6 4 Increase vl\ To decrease, diminish 
(intr. and trans. ; in quot. 1430, = Diminish 5, to 
rob, deprive). . 

<r*374 Chaucer Booth, v. pr. vi. 173 It failed and failed in 
to moeuynge fro |?e simplicite pf [the] presence of god, and 
disencresi]? to pe infinite quantite of future and of preterit. 
c 1430 Pilgr . Lyf Manhode in. xxiv. (1869) 149 Thei with- 
drawen and disencresen grace dieu of tne tresore of hire 
rialtee. 

Bisinertrstant. [f. Dis- 10 4 L. incrustdnt- 
em, pr. pple. of incrusidre to Incrust : see -ant L] 
Something that removes or prevents incrusta- 
tion. 

2878 Ure's Diet. Arts IV* 1012 Zinc as a Disincrustant in 
Steam Boilers. 

Disineumber : see Disencumber. 
BiSindivi'dualize, v. [Dis- 6.] trans. To 
divest of individuality. 

1839 J. Sterling Ess. g Tales (1848) I. 327 Selfjs thus . . 
dis-individualized, unisolated, rather universalized and 
idealized. 2870 Emerson Soc. fr Soltt., Art Wks. (Bohn) 
III. 19 The artist who is to produce a work which is to be 
admired . . by all men. .must disindividualize himself, and be 
a man of no party. 

Disinfect (disinfe-kt), v. [f. Dis- 6 + Infect 
v. : perh.ad.F. disinfect er (1 556 in Hatz.-Darm.).] 
+1. trans. To rid (a person or place) of an in- 
fection or infectious disease. Obs. rare. 

2598 Florio , Smorbare, to disinfect, to cure, to heale. 
2722 Land. Gas. No. 6025/2 La Canourgue and Banassac 
were disinfecting, none had newly fallen sick there. 

2 . To cleanse (a room, clothes, etc.) from infec- 
tion ; to destroy the germs of disease in. 

1658 R. White tr. Digby’s late Disc. 63 They use to make 
great fires, where there is houshold-i-tuffe of men that died 
of the Pestilence, to dis-infect [1664 disinfect] them. Ibid. 
64. 1828 Webster, Disinfect, to. cleanse from infection ; 

to purify from contagious matter. 1844 Pkarmac. frnl. 
III. 396 The best mode of disinfecting the clothes of scar- 
latina patients. 1875 Lire's Diet. A rts I I. 36 Stenhouse has 
employed charcoal for disinfecting the air. 

absol. 2875 Ure's Diet. A rts II. 37 Water disinfects partly 
by preventing effluvia from arising from bodies. 

Hence Disinfected ppl. a. 7 Disinfecting vbl. 
sb. and///, a. 

1837 Penny Cycl. VII. xog/x As a disinfecting agent .. it 
[chlorine] is unrivalled. 2853 Stonehenge Greyhound iii. 
(L.) The walls should be well washed with chloride of lime, 
or. .disinfecting fluid. 1890 B. A. Whitelegge Hygiene 4 
Public Health xi. 242 One of these rooms should be strictly 
reserved for infected and the other for disinfected goods. 
1894 Times 30 Sept. 3/3 A thorough system of disinfection 
by disinfecting officers. 

Bisillfe'Ctant, a. and sb. [ad. F. disinfectant 
(1816 in Iiatz.-Darm.), pres. pple. of disinfecter 
to Disinfect.] 

A. adj. Having the property of disinfecting. 

1875 Ure's Diet. Arts III. 2192 The disinfectant liquor of 

Sir W. Burnett is chloride of zinc. 

B. sb. Something having this property; an agent 
used for disinfecting or destroying the germs of in- 
fectious disease. 

1837 Penny Cycl. VII. 107/2 The hypochlorite of lime, 
usually called chloride of lime . , is a compound of great 
importance, both in the arts, and as a disinfectant. 
fig. x86a T. Winthrop Cecil Dreeme vi. (Cent.) The 
moral atmosphere, too, of this honest, cheerful, simple home 
scene acted as a moral disinfectant. 

Disinfe*cter. [f. Disinfect v . 4 -er 1.] He 
who or that which disinfects. 

1845 frnl. R. Agiic. Soc. VI. II. 547 It is a disinfecter of 
putrid matter. 

Disinfection (disinfe*kjbn). [n. of action 
from Disinfect v.: cf. F, disinfection (1630 in 
Hatz.-Darm ).] The action of disinfecting or puri- 
fying from infection ; destruction of the germs of 
infectious diseases. 

1803 Duncan's Ann. Med. II. 11. 35 On the influence of 
Oxygen in the process of disinfection. 1838 Penny Cycl. 
XII. 470/1 The most important and valuable method of 
disinfection is ventilation. 1890 B. A. W hitelegge Hygiene 
4 Public Health xi. 234 Disinfection by heat is the simplest 
and most thorough of all methods. 

Bisinfextor. [f. Disinfect v. 4 -or, after L. 
inferior, etc.] = Disinfecter ; spec, a device for 
diffusing a disinfectant in the air. 

2832 Ld. Campbell Let. Aug. in Life. (x88i) III. 25 In 
court We are almost overpowered by fumigations and asper- 
sions . . A druggist has made a little fortune by selling what 
he denominates disinfectors, 2874 in Knight Diet. Meek. 

Bisinfenda’tion. [Dis- 9.] The reversal 
of infeudation ; liberation from feudal tenure, 

1881 Academy 7 May 336 Some new* light upon the dis- 
infeudation of advowsons. 

Disinfla*me, v. rare. [Dis- 6.] trans. To 
make no longer inflamed ; to deprive of ardour. 

C2612 Chapman Iliad* xn. 400 O Lycians, why are your 
hot spirits so quickly disinflam’d ? 

Disinflation. [Dis- 9.] The reversal of 
inflation, e.g. of a balloon. Cf. Deflation. 

x88o Daily News 22 Oct. 6/5 The grapnel having held fast 
in muddy ground, the disinflation process was executed . . 
before the arrival of the lads, who were very serviceable to 
us for rolling the balloon. 

Disingage, -ment, obs. ff. Disengage, -ment. 
1603 Florio Montaigne in. ii. (1632) 456 It is a pleasure 
unto mee, to bee..disingaged from their contentions. 


disingehtous. 
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Disingemious , etc., freq. error in 17th c. for 
DISINGENUOUS, etc. 

x6<55 Gurnall Chr. in A rnu i. § 1 (1669) 62/2 One is 
agamst love, and so dh-ingenious. 1674 Govt. Tongue iii. 
§ 6. no The disingeniousness of embracing a profession to 
which their own hearts have an inward reluctance. 1678 
Yng. Mans Call. i6x If duty may be disingeniously jjut 
off now. 1707 F coyer Physic. Pulse-Watch xi ’Tis Disin- 

f enious to pretend to know by the Pulse that which cannot 
e discover’d by it, 

Disingenuity (di:sind3eniz7-iti). [f. next, after 
ingenuous, ingemtily.] * Disingenuocsness 
(which is now more usual). 

1647 Trapp Comm. Pentat. \ 1650) 1. 302 TJnthankfulness 
and disdngenuity. 1653 Manton Exp. Jos. iii. 17 Un- 
charitable deductions . . forced by the disingenuity of the 
adversary. 1690 Locke Hum. Und. tv. viii. (1695) 350 The 
disingenuity of one, who will go from the definition of his 
own Terms. 1769 Robertson Chas. V, III. vu. 1 The 
Emperor's disingenuity in violating his repeated promises. 
1835 Sir W. Hamilton Discuss. (1852) 184 Mr. Stewart is 
far more lenient than Dr. Wallis' disingenuity merited. 

b. A piece of unfair treatment or underhand 
dealing. 

1680 H. Dodwell Disc . Sanchontathon' s Hist (i6gx) 114 
For the Practice of such disingenuities. 1804 Southey in 
Ann. Rev. II. 18 In one instance he has been guilty of a 
worse disingenuity. 

Disingenuous (disind3e*niw,as), a. [Dis- 
10.] The opposite of ingenuous ; lacking in can- 
dour or frankness, insincere, morally fraudulent 
(Said of persons and their actions.) 

2655 [see Disingenious]. 1657 Burton's Diary {1828) II. 
291 It will be disingenuous to think that his Highness and 
the Council should be under an oath, and your members 
free. 1673 Lady's Call. v. p 3. 32 Of such disingenuous 
addresses, 'tis easy to read the event. 1718 Freethinker 
No. 67. P 9 A Disingenuous Speaker is most effectually re- 
futed without Passion, 1827 Hallam: Const. Hist, (1876) 
I. ii. 98 Cranmer. .had recourse to the disingenuous shift of 
a protest. 1873 Helps Ess., Advice 46 It is a disingenuous 
thing to ask for advice, when you mean assistance. 

Hence Disixtge nuonsly adv., in a disingenuous 
manner, not openly or candidly, meanly, unfairly. 

1661 H. Newcome Diary (1849) 26 So disingenuously.. 
I have carryed toward my God. 1678 [see Disingenious]. 
2748 Richardson Clarissa (1811) I. xxxix. 289 Although I 
had most disingenuously declared otherwise to my mother. 
1836 J. Gilbert Chr. Atonem. viii. (1852) 232 We should 
deem it to be disingenuously evasive. 

Disinge'nucmsness. [f. prec. + -ness.] The 
quality of being disingenuous ; want of candour and 
frankness ; disposition to secure advantage by means 
not morally defensible ; insincerity, unfairness. 

1674 [see Disingenious, etc.]. 2815 Jane Austen Emma 
III. v. 298 Disingenuousness and double-dealing seemed to 
meet him on every turn. 2849 Macaulay Hist. Eng. II. 274 
Those statutes . . could # not without the grossest disin- 
genuousness be so strained. 1881 Stanley Chr. Instil . 
viii. 167 A singular example either of the disingenuousness 
or of the negligence with which the Prayerbook was recon- 
structed. 

f Dismhadbit, ppl. a. Short for Disinhabited. 
1330 Palsgr. 519/2 This countraye is utterly disinhabyt, 
ce pays esf enfierement depopuU. 


t Bisinlia’bit, v. Obs. [f. Dis- 6 + Inhabit 
v.] trans. To rid or deprive of inhabitants; to 
dispeople. 

1530 Palsgr. 519/2, I disinhabyte a countrey, I make it 
barayne of dwelfynge people. 158a N. Lichefield tr. 
Castanheda's Conq. E. Ind. liv. 117 The Citie beeing thus 
disinhabited. _ 2607T0PSELL Serpents (1658) 601 Some places 
have been disinhabited, and dispeopled by Serpents. 2818 
Todd s.v. Dishabit , In modern times we sometimes use dis- 
inhabit for it. 

b. rejl. To remove one’s dwelling. 

1679 G. R. tr. Boyatuau's Theat. World in. 220 Caused 
the People to dis-inhabit themselves. 

Hence + Disinha-bited ppl. a ., uninhabited, 
without inhabitants. 

1600 Hakluyt Voyages III. 374 (R.) Nothing but exceed- 
ing rough mountaines . . vtterly disinhabited and voyd of 
people. 262a Mabbe tr. Aleman's Guzman d'Alf. 1 . 157 
Hee . . dwels in places vn-peopled and dis-inhabittea. 263a 
Lithgow T ray. via. 374 Wee were long or night involved 
in a dis-inhabited Country. ^ 2684 Bucanters Amer. x»(ed. 2) 
5 That part of this Island . . is totally dis-inhabited. 

f Bisiuha’bitable, a. Obs . [Dis- 10.] Un- 
inhabitable. 

16S0F. Brooke tr. Le Blanc's Trav. 342 There was reason 
to believe these parts disinhabitable. 2660 N. Tngelo 
Bentivolio <§•. Urania (1682) I. 74 Will you make this place 
disinhabitable to ingenuity? 

f Disinha*bitate, v. Ohs. rare — [Dis- 6.] 

__ 1622 Cotgr., Dcshaibiter, to disinhabitate, or depriue of 
inhabitants. 

Disinberison (disinhe-rizan). Also disen-, 
[f. Dis- 9 + Inherison : cf. disherison . ,] The 
action of disinheriting, or fact of being disinherited; 
disinheritance : * Disherison. 

? 543 tI '-dot 35 Hen. VI H, c. 1 The peril slaunder or dis- 
hinherison of any the issues and heires of the kinges maies- 
tie. 1623 Bacon Hen. VII Wks. (Bohn) 310 It tended 
directly to the disinherison of the line of York. 1643 Prynne 
Sov. Power Pari. n. (ed. 2) 69 The great mischiefs and 
disinherisons that the people of the Realme of England have 
heretofore suffered. 2765 Blackstonb Comm. I. 448 There 
are^ fourteen such reasons .. which may justify such disin- 
herison. 2862 Sal a Ship Chandlerm. 53 Commanding him 
under pain of disinherison., to unite himself to the bride he 
. . had chosen for him. 


Disinherit (disinhe-rit), v . Also 6 disen-, 
dishenerite. [f. Dis- 6 + Inherit v.) trans . 
To deprive or dispossess of an inheritance ; ‘ to cut 
off from an hereditary right’ (J.) ; to prevent (a 
person) from coming into possession of a property 
or right which in the ordinary course would de- 
volve upon him as heir. 

<r 1450 Merlin 452 We hadde leuer be disinherited and 
chased oute of the londe. C1532 DwEs Iutrod. Fr. in 
Palsgr. X040 The sonne him shal disenherite. 2548 Hall 
Chr on.. Hen. V an. 2 (1809) 60 Shamefully to dishenerite 
ourselfe and the Croune of our Realme ; 2577-87 Holin- 
shed Chron. III. 820/2 Yet had he sent his people to inuade 
the said dukes countrie .. to destroie and dishinherit the 
said duke. 2653 H. Cogan tr. Pinto's Trav . xxvii. 103 
A very rich Woman, that had disinherited her kindred, and 
left her estate to the Pagod. 1718 Lady M. W. Montagu 
Let. to C'tess Bristol (1887) I. 240 A child thus adopted 
cannot be disinherited, i860 Hook L ives A bps. (2869) 1 . 363 
He was disinherited and turned out of his father’s house. 

f b. Const, of. Obs. 

1348 Hall Chron., Hen. VII an. 4 (1809) 444 Nor yet Ex- 
tended to disheneryt the yonge Duke Phillippe of his 
Graundfathers inheritaunce. 2621 State Trials, Abp. Abbot 
(R.) Some right of hunting, which the Archbishop was to 
disinherit his church of. a 1726 South (J.) Of how fair a 
portion Adam disinherited his whole posterity ! 

C. M 

2634 Milton Camus 334 And thou, fair moon . . Stoop thy 
pale visage through an amber cloud, And disinherit Chaos, 
that reigns here. 2742 Young Nt, Th. 1. 246 God’s image 
disinherited of day, Here, plung’d in mines, forgets a sun 
was made. 2840 hi bs. Browning Drama of Exile Wks. 1889 

I. 35 Earth, methinks, Will disinherit thy philosophy. 

Hence DisinheTited ppl. a Dismhe*riting 

vbl. sb. and ppl. a. 

1583 Exec, for Treason (1675) 42 The disinheriting of all 
the N obility. 2633 Earl Strafford Lett. (2730) 1 . 471 Those 
disinherited Princes of the Palatinate. 2777 Sheridan Sch. 
Scand. iv, i, An unforgiving eye, and a confounded disin- 
heriting countenance 1 1868 Freeman Norm . Conq. (1876) 

II. x, 486 A disinherited and dispossessed chieftain still 
looked on the land as his own. 

Dismhe*ritaMe, a. [f. prec. + -able.] Liable 
to be disinherited. 

1646 Fuller Wounded Consc. (1841) 291 Heirs of Heaven 
they are, but disinheritable for their misdemeanour. 

Disinbe*ritance- [f. Disinherit v. } after 
inheritance .] The fact of disinheriting, or of being 
disinherited ; dispossession from an inheritance. 

2540 Act 32 Hen. VIII, c. 9 § 1 Vexation, troubles, wrongs 
and disinheritance hath followed. 1660 R. Coke Justice 
Vind. 36 To the dispossession and disinheritance of another. 
2789 Trifler No. 39. 506 He was enjoined upon pain of 
disinheritance. 1843 W. H. Mill Observ. Crit. Gosp. it. ii. 
§ 3. 257 By a direct sentence of disinheritance. 

t Disinbe-ritate, v. Obs. rare . [f. Disin- 
HEBIT + -ate 3 , on analogy of words from Latin ppl. 
stem : see -ate 2 and 3 . Cf. It. discredit are =*= disere- 
dare to disinherit.] = Disinherit. 

Hence DisinheTitated///.^.; also Bisinheri- 

ta*tion = D isinheritance. 

# 2634 Cokaine Dianea in. 172 A Princesse disinheritated 
implores your aide. 1835 Chamb. Jrnl. 16 May 222 
Threatened with disinheritation, 

Bisinlmme (disinhiz?m), v. Also disen-. 
[Dis- 6 ] trans. To unbury, unearth, exhume. 

2821 Words w. Eccl. Sonn Wiclijfe , The Church is seized 
with sudden fear, And at her call is Wicliffe disinhumed. 
2833 Fraser's Mag^ VIII. 637 The disinhuming of the 
primitive history of mankind. 1881 Comh. Mag. Sept. 331 
A golden, drinking-horn disenhumed in the old England of 
our ancestors by the Baltic Shore. 

f Disinsa*nity. Obs. rare. In 7 disen-, [irreg. 
f. dis- (used otiosely or ? intensively ; cf. Dis- 5) + 
Insanity.] Insanity, madness. 

a 2623 Beaum. & Fc. Two Noble K. nr. v, What tediosity 
and disensanity Is here among ye t 

Disinslave, obs. form of Disenslave. 
Dismsula*tion. [Dis- 9.] Doing away with 
insulation ; the rendering no longer an island. 

2882 Daily Tel No. 8306. 5/3 The dis-insulation of Eng- 
land may or may not be a national calamity. 

Disinsure, Disintail, etc. : see Disen-. 
Disi’ntegrable, a. [f. Disintegrate: see 
-able.] Capable of being disintegrated. 

2796 Kirwan Elem. Min. (ed. 2) I. 93 Argillo-calcites. 1st 
Class. Readily disintegrable by exposure to the atmosphere. 
1864 H. Spencer Induct . Biol. § 2x8 (L.) The formations 
[of land] being disintegrable in different degrees. 

Disintegrant, a. and sb. [f. as prec. + -ant C] 
A. adj. Disintegrating, or becoming disinte- 
grated. B. sb. Something that disintegrates; a 
disintegrating agent. 

2855 H« Spencer Princ. Psychol (1872) 1 . 1. iv. 75 A direct 
disintegrate of the tissues. 2866 Pall Mall G. 10 Nov. 4 
Post-classical and disintegrant Greek. 

Disintegrate (disi-nti'gr^t), v. [f. Dis- 6 + 
Integrate vl\ 

1 . trans. To separate into its component parts or 
particles ; to reduce to fragments, breakup, destroy 
the cohesion or integrity of (as by mechanical or 
atmospheric action). Also fig. 

2796 Kirwan Elem. Min . (ed. 2) I. 99 Marlites . . are not 
disintegrated by exposure to the atmosphere, i860 Tyndall 
Glac. 1. vii. 49 The adjacent rocks . . were disintegrated. 
2864 Daily Tel. 20 Sept., Most valuable for the purpose of 
blasting or disintegrating rocks. 1874 Helps Soc. Press. 


xxii, 333 Bricks, .entirely disintegrated by the corrosive in- 
fluence of the London atmosphere. 

fg , 2837 Hallam Hist. Lit. ii. m. § 13 A fanatical anarchy, 
disintegrating every thing like a church. 2860 F roude Hist . 
Eng. V. i2i The grazing farms were disintegrated. The 
cottages of the peasants had again their own grounds 
attached to them. 2876 Gladstone Homeric Synckr. 7 
Learning and ingenuity, .expended in a hundred efforts., 
to disintegrate the Homeric Poems. 1879 G. Meredith 
Egoist vii. (1880) 57 We cannot modify our class distinctions 
without risk of disintegrating the social structure. 

b. To separate or break off as particles or 
fragments from the whole mass or body. 

1873 Tristram Moah iii. 40 The detached blocks, which 
have Deen disintegrated from the mass. 2876 Brewer Eng. 
Studies ii. (1881) 57 ‘ Their personal adventures * . .cannot be 
disintegrated from the general body of our history without 
blurring its lineaments. 

2. intr. (for refi.) To become disintegrated, to 
break up. 

28.. R. Jameson (L.J, On exposure to the weather it 
[chalk marl] rapidly disintegrates. 2852 Richardson Geol 
ix. 349 The absorption of oxygen and carbonic acid from 
the air causes rocks . . to disintegrate. 2856 F roude Hist. 
Eng. I. 336 The Church itself was fast disintegrating. 

Disintegrate, a - rare. [f. Dis - 10 + Inte- 
grate a ., after prec.] Disintegrated. 

1873 G. Macdonald Malcolm III. x. 147 The disintegrate 
returns to resting and capable form. 

Disintegrated, ppl . [f. Disintegrate v. 

+ -ed 1 .] Reduced to fragments, broken up; 
broken off as fragments : see the verb. 

1796 Kirwan Elem. Min. (ed. 2) I. 321 The felspar, both 
in granites and porphyries, is frequently found.. in a de- 
composed or disintegrated state. 2834 J . Scoffern in Ords 
Circ. Sc. Chem. 7 Disintegrated particles. 1869 Phillips 
Vesuv. v. 146 This volcanic dust is disintegrated lava. 2879 
Church Spenser to The wreck and clashing of disintegrated 
customs. 

Disintegrating, ppl. a. [f. as prec. + -ing 2 .] 

1. That disintegrates [trans.) ; reducing or tend- 
ing to reduce to fragments ; destroying cohesion or 
integrity. 

2832 Brewster Nat. Magic xii. (1833) 298 The disintegrat- 
ing and solvent powers of chemical agents. 2868 G. Duff 
Pol Surv. 220 Those disintegrating forces which have 
worked so powerfully in breaking up more than one of the 
States. 

2. That disintegrates (intr.) ; breaking up, going 
to pieces. 

187a C. King Mountain, Sierra Nev. x. 217 A disintegra- 
ting race. 2877 Roberts Handbk. Med. (ed. 3) I. 224 Dis- 
integrating red corpuscles are sometimes seen. 

Disintegration, [n. of action f. Disinte- 
grate v. : see -ation.] The action or process of 
disintegrating, or the condition of being disinte- 
grated ; reduction to component particles, breaking 
up ; destruction of cohesion or integrity. 

a. lit . ; spec, in Geol . , the wearing down of rocks 
by rain, frost, and other atmospheric influences. 

2796 Kirwan Elem. Min. (ed. 2) I. 96 By exposure to the 
air and moisture, it . . chips and falls to pieces. This disin- 
tegration is remarkable, for it dees not proceed solely from 
the absorption of water. 2808 Henry Epit. Chem. (ed. 5) 
357 The disintegration of stones, consisting chiefly of alumine, 
is not easily effected by means of potash. 2834 Thomson 
in Proc. Berw. Nat. Club I. No. 2. 42 The disintegration of 
the clay-slate rocks, i860 Maury Phys. Geog. i. 20 The wire 
wrapping of the Atlantic cable has been found in a state 
almost of complete disintegration. 2863 A. C. Ramsay 
Phys. Geog. iii. 11878) 34 The constant atmospheric disinte- 
gration of cliffs. 1874 Carpenter Ment. Phys. 1. ii. § 31 
(1879) 50 When a Muscle is called into contraction, there is 
a certain disintegration or 1 waste ’ of its tissue. 

h.fig. 

1849 Ht. Martineau in Four C. Eng. Lett. 545 If the 
principles of social liberty should demand the disintegration 
of nations. 2863 Merivale Rom. Emf. VIII. lxviiL 355 
The decay of moral principles which hastened the disin- 
tegration of Roman society. 1868 Gladstone Juv, M undi 

1. (1870) 19 There are passages of ancient writers which tend 
to the disintegration of Homer. 

C. attrib. as disintegration-scheme, -theory. 

2863 W. Kay Crisis Hupfeld . 59 The principles on which 
the Disintegration-theory rests. 

Hence Disintegra’tionist, an advocate of disin- 
tegration. 

2884 Dunckley in Manck. Exam. 1 Dec, 6/1 Mr. Forster 
seems to them to be the great disintegrationist of our time. 
2889 Spectator 3 Aug., Their own disintegration is a Nemesis 
upon the disintegrationists. 

Bisrntegrative, a. [f. as prec. : see -ative.] 
Having the quality of disintegrating ; tending to 
disintegrate. 

1869 Contemp. Rev. XII. 164 Tenets ..essentially disin- 
tegrative of union. *876 A. M. Fairbairn Strauss n. in 
Contemp. Rev. June 235 Ancient heresies were elaborative, 
modern disintegrative of dogma. 

Disintegrator, [agent-n. f. Disintegrate 
v . : see -or.J 

1. One who or that which disintegrates.^ 

2844 N. Brit. Rev. 1 . 114 Collectors of authorities and dis- 
integrators of dibris. 1863 A. C. Ramsay Phys. Geog. L 
(1878) 4 Frost is . . a powerful disintegrator. 

b. spec. Applied to machines or appliances for 
reducing substances to sm all fragments or to powder. 

1874 Knight Diet. Meek., Disintegrator. 1. A machine 
for grinding or pulverizing bones, guano, etc., for manure. 

2. A mill in which grain is broken into a fine dust by beaters 
projecting from the faces of parallel metallic disks revolv- 
ing in contrary directions. 2890 Daily News 26 June 0/1 


DISJASKESX 


BISIHTEGRATORY. 

Amongst the popular Instruments is one called the Devil 
Disintegrator . . It grinds everything to powder, and .. is 
largely used in reducing, .bones and oyster shells, .into a fine 
mixture that makes an admirable chicken food. 

2 . « Disintegrati okist. 

1865 W. Kav Crisis Hupfeld. 26 The opponents of the 
Disintegrators. 

Disi*ntegra:tory, a. [f. as prec. + -ory.] 
Producing or tending to disintegration. 

1878 Lewes in Pop . Sc. Monthly XIII. 419 Criticism has 
taken its place among the disintegratory agencies. 
Disinte’grity. [Dis- 9.] Want of integrity 
or entireness ; unsound or disintegrated condition. 

1785 Bentham Whs. (1838-43) X. 145 The multitude of the 
audience multiplies for disintegrity the chances of detection. 
1861 Willis in Ecclesio legist XXII. 91 Nothing short of 
such a system could have prevented the falling in of Chiches- 
ter Tower ; it was in a state of disintegrity, which nothing 
could arrest. 

Bisi'ntegrous, a. rare. [f. Dis- 10 +L. in- 
teger entire -1- -ous : after disintegrate , etc.] Char- 
acterized by disintegration or want of cohesion. 

1885 Sci. Amer. (N. Y.) 8 Aug. 80 Such a disintegrous 
material as iron could not be spread into layering leaves 
like gold. 

Bisinte*nsify, v- [Dis- 6,] trans. To de- 
prive of its intensity ; to make less intense. 

1884 Browning Ferishtah 119 Black's soul of black Beyond 
white's power to disintensify. 

Disinter (disint§M), v. Also 7 disen-, -terre. 
[ad. F. disenterrer (15th c. in Littre), f. des- Dis- 
4 4- enterrer to Inter.] 

1. trans. To take (something) out of the earth in 
which it is buried ; to take (a corpse, etc.) out of 
the grave ; to unbury, exhume. 

x6xx Cotgr., Dessevelir ; to disinterre, vnburie. 1627 May 
Lucan ix. (R.) Isis (their Goddesse now) Fie disinterre. 
1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep . vn. xix. 384 To disen- 
terre the bodies of the deceased. 1658 Evelyn Fr. Card. 
(1675) 06 Disinterre the greatest roots._ 1867 Pearson Hist. 
Eng. L 2 The short shallow skulls which are even now dis- 
interred in old barrows. 

2 . transf. and fig. To take out as if from a tomb ; 
to bring out of concealment, * unearth \ 

2711 Addison Sped, No. 215 f 2 The Philosopher, the 
Saint, or the Hero, .very often lie. .concealed in a Plebeian, 
which a proper Education might have disinterred. 1818 
Scott Hrt. Midi, i, The two ladies who had been disinterred 
out of the fallen vehicle. 

t Disinteress, v. Obs. Pa. pple. -eased, -est. 
[ad. F. disintiresser 1 to discharge, or saue harnie- 
lesse; to rid from all Interest in’ (Cotgr.), f. des- 
Di8- 4 + interesser to Interest.] — Disinterest v. 
Hence Dis-interessing vbl. sb. 

1622 Bacon Hen. VI l, 55 The higher Bond that tyeth him 
..doth dis-interesse him of these Obligations. *642 R. Car- 
penter Experience in. iv. 14 Why is every man disinteressed 
from a lawfull calling? 1642 Jer. Taylor EpiscA 1647) 249 To 
he deposed, or disinterest in the allegeance of subjects. 1646 
Saltmarsh Some Drops i. 3 We all see how hazardous it is 
to disinteresse any in the Civill part, a 1655 Vines Lord? s 
Supp. (1677)342 The dis-interessing of self-love, .is very rare. 

+ Disinteressed, ppl • a. Obs. Also des-, 
disinterest, [f. prec. + -ED \ or f. Dis- 10 + In- j 
TERESSED.] 

1 . = Disinterested t, 

2603 Florio Montaigne hi. ii. (1632) 456 It is a pleasure 
unto mee, to bee disinteressed of other mens affayres, and 
disingaged from their contentions. 1638 Chillingw. Relig. 
Prot. 1. lii. § 81. 179 We that are disinteressed persons. 1648 
Boyle Seraph. Love vi. (1700) 48 Such disinteressed and 
resign’d Habitudes. 1692 Dryden St. Euremonfs Ess. 351 
Let us act the disinteressed. 

2 . * Disinterested 2. 

x6xo Donne Pseudo-martyr, xii. 358 The Pope, .more dis- 
interessed then the neighbour Princes. 1649 Jer. Taylor 
Gt, Exemp. 1. 72 The prudence of a wise and disinterest 
person. 1696 Mary Astell Proposal to Ladies 137 The 
most refin’d and disinteressed Benevolence, 1700 Tyrrell 
Hist. Eng. II. 1098 This Writer being a Layman is more 
disinteressed. 

Hence fDisinteressedly adv.; fDisiuteressed- 
ness, -estness, disinterestedness. 

1648 Boyle Seraph. Love xiii. (1700) 66 The. .Disinterest- 
ness of his Love to us. 1707 Rejl.Ridic. 253 Disinterested- 
ness and Generosity. 17x8 J. T. Philipps tr. Thirty-four 
Confer. 351 Men disinteress’dly holy. 

t Bismtere’ssment. Obs . [a. F. dfoin- 
Uressement (1657 in Hatz.-Darm.).] Disinterested- 
ness, impartiality. 

2662 J. Bargrave Pope Alex. VII (1B67) no Let him rdad 
them both with an equal disinteressment. 17x8 Prior P oems 
Poster, to Pref., He [the Earl of Dorset] has managed some 
of the greatest charges of the kingdom, with known ability ; 
and laid them down with entire disinteressment. 

Disinterest, sb, [f. Dis- 9 + Interest j&] 

1 . That which is contrary to interest or advan- 
tage ; disadvantage, prejudice, injury ; something 
against the interest of or disadvantageous to (a 
person or thing concerned). Now rare. 

1 1662 Glanvill Lux Orient. Pref. (1682) 7 'Tis a great dis- 
interest to so., unusual a Doctrine as this, to be but partially 
handled. 1678 Norris Coll. Misc. (1699) 294 Whatever .. 
tends to the Disinterest of the Public, is Evil. 1744 Harris 
Three Treat. (1841) 105 You have seen many a wise head 
shake, in pronouncing that sad truth, How we are 'governed 
all by interest. And what do they think should govern us 
else? Our loss, our damage, our disinterest? 1876'RusKiN 
Fors Clav. VI. lxviii. 253 All gain, increase, interest . . to 
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the lender of capital, is loss, decrease, and disinterest to 
the borrower of capital. 

+ 2 . Disinterestedness, impartiality. Obs. 

1658 J. Webb tr. Calprenede's Cleopatra vm. i. 34 
Perswaded of my disinterest in the affaires of Coriolanus. 
17x8 Ozell Tournef art's Voy. I. p. xviii, Physick, which he 
practised with the most perfect disinterest. 2799 W. Taylor 
in Monthly Rev. XXIX 102 A catching spirit of disinterest 
and benevolence. 1805 — in Monthly Mag. XX. 40 The 
taste of Lessing awarded them, if not with equity, with 
disinterest. 

3 . Absence of interest, unconcern, rare. 

_ 1889 Mrs. Randolph New Eve I, i. 29 [An expression] of 
intense disinterest in all earthly things. 

Bisrnterest, v. Now rare. [f. Dis- 6 + 
Interest v. : see Disinteress, which this vb. lias 
superseded.] 

1 . trans. To rid or divest of interest or concern ; 
to detach from the interest or party of. 

x6i2 Bacon Charge touching Duels , When he shall see 
the law and rule of state disinterest him of a vain and 
unnecessary hazard. 1675 tr. Camden’s Hist. Eliz. 539 
An advantageous Peace had been offered To him by the 
Pope’s Nuncio, .if he would disinterest himself from the 
Queen. 1692 Beverley Disc. Dr Crisp 15 His present 
Enmity does not disinterest him in a Right to come, if he 
would ; But it hinders his being willing to come. 1893 Pall 
MallG. x Feb. 2/1 Politics in France are disgusting, and that 
is why the people have disinterested themselves entirely from 
taking part in them. 

2 . To free from self-interest, to render disin- 
terested. 

x6Sx R. L’Estrangf. Apol. Prot. n. 29 That every man 
dis-interesting himself, may candidly endeavour the retriv- 
ing of the Truth. 

Disinterest, var. of Disinteressed ppl. a. 
Bisi'nterested, ppl a. [f. prec. vb. + -ed * ; 
or f. Dis- 10 -1- Interested.] 
f 1 . Without interest or concern ; not interested, 
unconcerned. ? Obs . 

a 1612 Donne Bta0n r aToc (1644) 99 Cases, wherein the party 
is disinterested. 1684 Contetnpl. State of Man 1, x (1699) 
J13 How disinterested are they in all Worldly matters, since 
they fling their Wealth and Riches into the Sea. 1767 
Junius Lett. iii. x8 A careless disinterested spirit is no part 
of his character. 

2 . Not influenced by interest; impartial, un- 
biased, unprejudiced; now always. Unbiased by 
personal interest ; free from self-seeking. (Of 
persons, or their dispositions, actions, etc.) 

1:659 O. Walker Oratory 115 The soul ... sits now as the 
most disinterested Arbiter, and impartial judge of her own 
works, that she can be. 1705 Stanhope Paraphr. III. 435 
So should the Love to our Neighbour be . . Not mercenary 
and designing, but disinterested and hearty. 1726 Adv. 
Capt. R. Boyle 273 Any disinterested Person would make 
the same Judgement; your Passion has blinded yours. 
2800 Mrs. Hervey Mourtray Fam. II. 82, I fairly own I 
was not disinterested in wishingyou here 1865 Livingstone 
Zambesi xxii. 446 His disinterested kindness to us . . can 
never be forgotten. 

Disinterestedly, adv . . [f. prec. + -ly 2 .] 

In a disinterested manner ; impartially ; without 
regard to self-interest ; unselfishly. 

X71X Shaftesb. Ckarac, (1737) I. 42 He, who is ever said 
to do good the most disinterestedly. 1807 Southey Lett. \ 
(1856) II. 20 He knows the Arts well, and loves them dis- 
interestedly. 1830 Foster in Life 4 Corr. { 1846) II. 161 
Devotedly and disinterestedly faithful. 1875 Hamerton 
hit ell. Life n. iii. 64 How difficult it is to think out such 
a problem disinterestedly. 

Disinterestedness* [f. as prec. + -ness.] 
The quality of being disinterested ; impartiality ; 
freedom from self-interest or selfish bias. 

a 1682 Sir T. Browne (J.), These expressions of selfishness 
and disinterestedness have been used in a very loose and 
indeterminate manner. 2709 J. Johnson in Ballard ^ MSS. 
(BodL Libr.) XV. 46 What I most admire him for is Dis- 
interestedness. 1732 Johnson Rambler No. 196 P 8 This 
..gives firmness and constancy, fidelity and disinterested- 
ness. 1866 Liddon Bampt. Led. iv. (1875) 105 This dis- 
interestedness, this devotion to the real interest of human- 
kind. 1875 Jowett Plato III, 79 He can assume the dis- 
guise of virtue or disinterestedness without having them. 

Disinteresting, ppl a. [f* Dis- 10 + In- 
teresting ppl a. } or f. Disinterest v. + -ing 2 .] 
Uninteresting ; causing lack of interest. 

X737 Warburton Let. to Birch in Boswell Johnson (1887) 
I. 29 A dull, heavy succession of long quotations of dis- 
interesting passages. 2800 W. Taylor in Monthly Mag. 
X. 319 The attempt, .produces on all the Disciples a similar 
disinteresting effect. 18. . The Studio III. 230 (Cent.) He 
rarely paints a disinteresting subject. 
Disinterestness,var.DisiNTERESSEDNESS. Obs . 

Disinterment, [f. Disinter v. + -ment.] 

1 . The action of disinterring; exhumation. 

1790 P. Neve (title) A Narrative of the Disinterment of 
Milton’s Coffin. 1867 Freeman Norm. Conq. (1876) I. App. 
788 The disinterment of Harold's body. 1872 Yeats Growth 
Comm. 60 The disinterment of Pompeii and Herculaneum. 

2 . concr. The material result or product of dis- 
interring ; something disinterred. 

2825 W. Taylor in Monthly Rev. CVI. 526 Among the 
most curious disinterments are vases for heating water. 
1841 D’Israeli Amen. Lit. } R . Crowley II. 150 Our most 
skilful delver into dramatic history, amidst his curious 
masses of disinterments, has brought up this proclamation. 

Bisintertwrne, v* [Dis- 6.] trans. To 
Bring out of an intertwined condition ; to untwist. 
s86x Lytton& Fane Tannh&user 32 The carven archi- 


trave, Whereon the intricate .. design Of leaf and stem 
disintertwined itself. 1867 Gildersleeve Ess. <§• Stud. (1890) 
198 Such intricate compounds as ‘disintertwined’. 

Disinthrall, Disinthrone : see Disen-. 
Disintomb, obs. var. of Disentomb v. 

261 x Florio, Disepelire, to vnburie, disintombe. 

Bisinto’ne, rare. [f. Dis- 6 +• Intone zr.] 
trans. To deprive of ‘tone 3 , weaken, en feeble v 
1892 Voice (N Y.) 14 July, Every brain habitually stimu- 
lated by alcohol is more or less disintoned. 

Bisinto’xicate, V. ? Obs. [Dis- 6.] trans. 
To fiee from intoxication ; to restore to soberness. 

2685 J. Chamberlayne Coffee Tea <$• Choc. 40 It disintoxi- 
cates those that are fuddled. 

Disintreat ; see Disentreat. 

Eisrntricate, v. [f. Dis- 6 + Intricate v ] 
trans . To free from intricacy or complication ; to 
disentangle, unravel, extricate. 

1598 Florio, Dis tricare, to free, .todisintricate, tovntangle, 
x6xx Cotgr., Desmeslement . . a loossing. . vnpestering, dis- 
intricating. 1660 tr Amyraldus ' Treat, cone. Relig. iii. iv. 
371 The knowledge of the true God. .disintricated from the 
confusion of so many false Deities. 1830 Sir W. Hamilton 
Discuss. (1852) 45 To disintricate the question, by relieving 
it of these two errors. 

+ Bismirre, v. Obs. [f. Dis- 6 + Inure vl\ 
trans To deprive of use or practice; to disaccustom. 

2623 Jackson Creed i. 59 God . . dis-inuring his chosen 
Israel from his wonted call. 2644 Milton A reop. (Avb.)_ 65 
We are hinder’d and dis-inur’d by this cours of licencing 
towards the true knowledge of what we seem to know. 

t Disinvali*dity. Obs. [irreg. f. dis-, otiose or 
intensive (cf. Dis- 5) + Invalidity.] Invalidity. 

162s Bp. Mountagu App. Ctesar n, iv. 136 , 1 do call those 
Some mens doctrines. .Private Opinions : and so well may 
I doe, in respect of the disin validity and disproportion of 
them. 

t Bisinveigle, v. Obs. rare . [Dis- 6.] trans . 
To free from inveiglement. 

1635 J. Hayward tr. Biondi s Banish'd Virg. 50 Nor had 
he..beene yet disin veagled so soone as he was, . hut for the 
Princesse. .who. .shew’d him the false carde dealt him. 
Disinvelope : see Disenvelor, ^ 

Disinve*nt, v. nonce-wd. [Dis- 6,] trans. To 
undo the invention of. 

2868 Helps Reahna k xiv, (1876) 371, I would disinvent 
telegraphic communication. Ibid. 376 and 386. 

Bisiuve’st, v. [Dis- 6 : cf. mod.F. disin- 
vestir.\ trans. To deprive of that with which one 
is invested ; to strip, divest [lit. and fig.), 

2630 Wadsworth Pilgr. iii. 22 They made me disinvest 
my selfe ot such prophane garments I had. a 1631 Drayton 
Whs. 1 . 27o(Jod.) Having seen Hisdisinvesting and disastrous 
chance. 1643 W. Ball Sphere Govt. 13 By reposing or 
granting such Trust, they doe not disinvest themselves of 
their right naturall. 1882 A Austin in Contemp. Rev. 
Tan. 129 Not . . that language has of itself any spell to dis- 
invest man, who employs it, of that dust of the ground 
which enters so largely into his composition. 

So Disiu.ve-stitu.re, Bismve’stnre, the action 
of disinvesting or state of being disinvested. 

1616 Court T. Jas. I (1849) I. 430 They rather think of 
his disinvesture of his robe, and after to be questioned in 
the Star Chamber. 2846 Worcester cites West. Rev. for 
Disinvestiture . 

Tii sinvrgorate, V. rare. [Dis- 6.] trans . 
To deprive of vigour, to enervate: the opposite of 
invigorate. 

1844 Syd. Smith Let. in Mem. (1855) II. 518 This soft, 
and warm, and disinvigorating climate. 

t Disinvita-tion. Obs. [ f. Dis- 9 + Isvita- 
tion.] The opposite of an invitation ; an invitation 
not to do something. 

1654 Ld. Orrery Parthenissa (1676) 502 Why do you., 
give me so great a dis-invitation to obey you ? 

*t D isin vl te, V. Obs. [Dis- 6.] trans. To 
do the opposite of inviting ; to retract or cancel an 
invitation to. Hence Disinvi’ting ppl. a. 

1380 Sidney Arcadia m. 329 Casting a sideward look on 
Zelmane, [he] made an imperious sign with a threatening 
allurement (a dis-inviting inviting of her) to follow. *636 
Finett For. Ambuss. 143 (T.) I was upon his highness s 
intimation sent to disinvite them. 1665 J. Sergeant Sure- 
footing 27 Which would, .disinvite to a pursuit. 

Disinvo'lve, v. [f. Dis- 6 + Involve z».] 
trans. To free from an involved condition ; to un- 
fold ; to disentangle. 

i6xx Florio, Disinuolto , disintangled, dismuolued. 1632 
Sir T Hawkins tr. Mathieu’s Vnhappy Prosperitie s Other 
inquisitions . . from which the most innocent hardly could 
dislnvolve themselves. 1647 Power of Keys 11. 12 False 
illations . . which will all vanish . . and the truth be dis- 
involved. 2742 Young Nt. Th. ix. 260 To dislnvolve the 
moral world, and give To nature’s renovation brighter 
charms,. . ^ 

Disinwrap, obs. var. of Disenwrap v. 

x6xx Florio ^ Dtsuilluppare, to disin^ wrap. 

Disione, var. of Dis June v. Obs. 

Bisja*sked, -et, -it, ppl a. Sc. ^According 
to Jamieson ‘a corruption of dejected *: cf. DIS- 
JECTED*] Broken down, dilapidated ; decayed* lit. 
and fig. Also in comb. 

28x6 Scott OldMort. xli, 1 Tak the first broken disjasked- 
looking road.' 1822 Galt Steamboat 261 (Jam.) In a very 
disjaskit state, being both sore in lith and limb, and worn 
out in my mind. 1830 — Laurie T. vn. viii. (2849) 330 
Miss Beeny, not having been in bed all night, was m a most 
disjasket state. 


DISJECT. 

Disject (disd^e-kt), v. [f. L. disject-, pi. stem 
of disjicere to throw asunder, scatter, disperse, f. 
dis-, Dis - 1 +jacere to throw: cf. also L . disjectdre 
freq.] tram. To cast or break asunder ; to scatter, 
disperse. Hence Disje‘cted ppl a. separated by 
force, dismembered. 

xg8x Marbeck Bk. of Notes 159 A Church most rightlie 
instituted, which was afterward mise[ra]blie disiected and 
seperated. 1647 Trapp Comm. fas. i. 1 The Jews at this 
day are a disjected and despised people, — Rev. xvi. 19 By 
the earth-quake disjected and dissipated. 1879 Sir G. G. 
Scott Led. Archil, II. 322 My lecture., the last of my 
long hut disjected series. 1893 Law Times ¥L CV. 54 A 
That branch of the Profession elects to remain disjected, 
a profession of units without common interests, without 
cohesion. 1894 G. Allen in Westm. Gaz. 22 May 1/3 To 
tear his present critic limb from limb, .and then to dance a 
stately, .carmagnole over the disjected members. 

|| Disjecta meiuhra. Lat. phr. An alteration 
of Horace’s disjecti membra poetse 4 limbs of a dis- 
membered poet ', used * Scattered remains. 

173a Pope Lett. (1737) 250 (Stanf ) You_ call’d 'em an 
Horatian cento and then I recollected the disjecti membra 
poetae. 1754 H. Walpole Lett. (1857) II. 4* 1 (Stanf.) 
Shake those words all together, and see if they can be any- 
thing but the disjecta membra of Pitt. 1873 C. King 
Mountain. Sierra Nev. ix. x86 The savant to whose tender 
mercies these disjecta membra have been committed. 

Disjection (disd^e-kjhn). [ad. L. disjeciion - 
em, n. of action f. disjicere , to Disject : see -tiqn.] 
The action of throwing asunder; the fact or con- 
dition of being scattered ; forcible dispersion, ront. 

1735 J. Atkins Voy. Guinea 148 Then like a Cannon in 
proportion to these, the disjection is with more or less 
Violence, producing Thunder, a 1806 Bp. Horsley Biblical 
Crit. IV. 395 (L.) The sudden disjection of Pharaoh’s host. 
1837 Carlyle Sr. Rev. iu iii. vii. These days of convulsion 
and disjection. 

Disjeune, var. Dis June, Sc., breakfast. 
Disjoin (disd^orn), v. Also 5 des-. [ME. 
des-, disioyne, a. OF. desjoigti-, pres. stem oidesjoin- 
dre y mod.F. dijoindre ~ Pr. desjonhcr. It. disgitign- 
ere:~L,. disjungere, f. Dis- 4 + jungere to Join.] 

1. trans. To undo the joining of ; to put or keep 
asunder ; jo disunite, separate, sunder, part, sever : 
a. persons, places, things, actions, etc. 

1483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 257/4 We wold haue disioyned 
yow and haue drowned yaw. 1484 — Curiall 1 , 1 am there 
where the places and affayres desioyne vs. 1514 Barclay 
Cyt. Sc Upiondyshm. (Percy Soc.) p. xxxii, The smell and 
tasting partly conjoyned be, And part disjoyned. 1601 R. 
Johnson Kingd. <£ Commw. (1603) 2x2 Deserts and .. 
mountaines disjoyning the provinces. 1612 Woodall Snrg. 
Mate Wks. (1653) 149 The first Intention, .is performed by 
restoring the bones disjoyned. c 1694 Prior Celia to Damon 
1 14 Shall neither time, nor age our souls disjoin? 1864 
A. McKay Hist. Kilnianwck 134 The two parishes were 
disjoined in 1642. 

absol. 1594 T. B. La Prtmaud. Fr. Acad. 11. 283 It is the 
nature of this enemy of mankind to scatter, to disioyne and 
separat. <3x683 Oldham Wks. 4 ' Rem. (1686) 122 That 
cruel word for ever must disjoyn, Nor can I hope, but thus, 
to have him mine. 

b. one thing, person, action, etc. {from another). 

1535 Ld. Berners Froiss. II. cc. (R.) They sayde, they 
wolde not disioyne nor disceuer them from the cro wne. *581 
Savile Tacitus ' 1 Hist. 11. Tyiu. (1591) 87 Spaine being dis- 
ioyned from it [Africa] by a narrow strayte. x6ot Shaks. 
Jul. C. it. i. 18 Th’ abuse of Greatnesse, is, when it dis- 
ioynes Remorse from Power. 1741 Middleton Cicero I. 
tv. 271 Our knights are now almost disjoined again from, 
the Senate. 1865 M. Arnold Ess. Crit. ii. (1875) 77 [He] 
never disjoins banter itself from politeness. 

f 2. To separate into parts or sections; to disjoint. 

1579 Fulke Heskins* Pari \ 367 Although M. Heskins 
hath, disioyried this place.: I haue set it down . .entire. 1598 
Florio, Slombare . . to disioyne as a butcher doth a sheepe. ' 
1612 Brinsley Pos. Parts (1669) 134 Latine phrases which 
cannot fitly be disjoyned are to be taken together. ; ■ ■ , 

3. To sunder, dissolve, break up :(a state qr con- 
dition of union) ; to undo, unfasten (a knot or tie). 

1633 Marmion jF/w*? Companion r. v, Knots of compliment; 
which the least occasion disjoins. 1643 Milton Divorce, 
viii. (1851) 42 That mariage therfore God himself dis-joyns. 
1695 Blackmore Pr. A rtk. il 70 Their short Embraces 
some rude Shocks disjoyn. 1738 Glover Leonidas v. 617 
All with headlong pace .. Disjoin their order. 

f 4. fig, To put out of joint, unhinge. Obs. rare. 

<3x633 Lennard tr. Charronls Wisd * 1. xvi. §2 (1670) 62; 
GallusVibius .. so dislodged and dis-joyned his own judg- 
ment, that he could never settle it again, 1 

5. intr. (for ref.) To separate or sever oneself 
60 m a state of union or attachment ; to part, be- 
come separate : a. said of two or more. 

1622 Callis Stitt. Sewers (1647) 167 If one of them die, 
that Action shall'survive, for though they were joynt in the 
personalty, yet they disjoyned in the realty. 1699 Garth 
Dispens. in. ‘(1706) 42 So Lines that from their Parallel 
decline, More they , advance, the more they still dis-join. 
a 17x3 Ellwood A utobiog. (1765) 268 They, hopeless now. . 
disjoined, and one of them fied the country. 

b. said .of one thing partin gjfrom another. 


*592 Shaks. Ven. <$- Ad. 541* Till breathlesse he disioynd, 
and backward drew. 1635 Swan Spec. Mi (1670) 90 Being 
of clammy nature, it disjoyneth not, but sticketh fast. 
Hence Disjoi ning vbl. sb . and ppl. a. 

1530 Palsgr. 214/2 Disjoyn 'fug, disjunction. 1615G; 
Sandys Trav. 21 Two not farre disioyning vallies. ; <*2643 
W. Cartwright Lady Errant iv. iv, This disjoyning Of 
bodies only is to knits your hearts. ‘ 1741 A. Monro Anat. 
(ed. 3) 192 They may . . yield to a disjoining Force. , 2794 
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Sullivan Vim, Nat. I. =6 The meeting or disjoining of 
natures. 

Disjoin, obs. f. Disjune, Sc. } breakfast. 
Disjoined, ppl - a. [f. prec. + -ed 1 .] Dis- 
united, separated, parted, etc. : see prec: vb. 

X594 Southwell M. Magd. Fun. Teares 88 Ihese dis- 
joyned ghests. a 1626 Bacon Max. 4 r Uses Com. Law 
Pref. (1636) 4 This delivering of knowledge in distinct and 
disj*oyned Aphorismes. 1790 Pennant Lontion (lv.) Wind- 
mill-street consists of disjoined houses. _ 

Hence f Disjornedly adv. Obs., separately, dis- 
junctly. . . 

1571 Digges Pantom. 1. xx. F iyb, If magnitudes 
dlsioynedly or seperatiy be proportional!, conioynediy 
or compounded, they shall also bee proportionall. 1028 
T. Spencer Logick 245 Perpetual! life, and death at last, 
are attributed to Saul .. neither of them distinctly, but both. 

iisjorner. rare. [f. as prec. + -erLJ One 
who or that which disjoins. 

1654 Z. Coke Logick (1657) 10 This disjunction of parts 
must he such a disjoyner which mensurates the whole. _ 
f Disjoint, sb. Obs. [a. OF. desjointe, dis- 
jointe separation, division, rupture (Godef.) L. 
type *disjuncta , fem. sb. from disjtmcttis pa. pple., 
analogous to sbs. in -at a, - ada , -ade, F. -ie : see 
- ade. This takes the place in part of L. disjune fio . ] 
A disjointed or out-of-joint condition ; a position of 
perplexity, or difficulty; a dilemma, 'fix’. 

c 1374 Chaucer Troy Ins nr. 447 < 49 6 > Wh , at wyght bat 
stont in swych disioynte. 1430 Lydg. Chroit. T roy 1. v. And 
thus araiddes of either of these twaine Of Ioue and shame 
euen so vpon the poynt Medea stode as tho m great dis- 
ioynt. 1494 Fabyan Citron, vii. 309 The which [warre], at 
that tyme, was in suche disjoynte, that he cowde not brynge 
it to any frame. 1553 Douglas\ AErnis xil xiii. 30 Thou 
mycht quhil now haue cachit at disioynt [MS. iS^S disiunct] 
The sylly Troianis baith be se and land. 

+ Disjoint, ppL a. Obs . [a. OF. desjoint (:— * 
L. disjzmct-m), pa. pple. of desjoindre to Disjoin.] 

1. Disjointed^ out of joint ; disconnected. 

1x420 Pal lad. on Hush. viii. 164 That sensis spllle or 
pointe disioynt be therynne Is not my wille. 1602 Shaks. 
Haiti. 1. ix. 20 Thinking by our late deere Brothers death, 
Our State to be disioynt, and out of Frame, a 2717 Parnell 
David (Seager), My bones.. Disjoint with anguish. 

2. In a dilemma, in a difficult position. (Cf. 
Disjoint sb.) 

c 1500 Lancelot 2907 For well she se the perell, how dis- 
io[i]nt The adwentur now stondith one the point Boith of 
my lord his bonore; and his lond. 

3. Disjoined, separated ; separate. 

1589 Ive Fortif, 37 Because of it [=its] disioint standing 
from the wall wmibh causeth sharpnes. 1649 Milton 
Eikon. iv. (1851) 359 Carrying on a disjoynt and privat 
interest of his own. x66o H. More My si. Godliness 31 
The disjoint and independent particles of Matter. 

b. 'quasiWzk Apart, asunder. 

, c 2430 Pilgr. Lyf Mfinhode 11. cxlviii. (1869) 135 The sawe 
is cleped Hayne [hatred] ; bi which disioynct Is ysawed the 
onhede of bretherhede^ 

Disjoint (disdgoi-nt), v. Also 6-7 -ioinct 
[orig. f. Disjoint ppl, a. (cf. -ate 3) ; but in some 
uses treated as f. Joint sb.1 

1. irons , . To put out of joint ; to disturb, , destroy 
the due connexion and orderly arrangement of ; to. 
dislocate, Wrench, dismember. (Cf. Disjoints, r.) 

c 1420 fallad, onjHitsb.i. 873 Thi wortes that the wermes 
riot disyoint [destruant], 1541 R. Copland Guy don's Quest. 
Chirttrg. , Vpon the rybbes & lyke hones for to reduce arid 
retOurne them in to theyr places, whan they are broken or 
dysioynted. 2605 Camden Rem. (1637) 72 Giles, is miser- 
ably disjoynted from iEgidxus, as Gillet from iEgidia, by 
the French. ,1648 Sanderson Serm. II. 226 If our spirits 
be shattered and dis-joynted, through distrust in God. 
i860 Pusey, 'Min. Proph. 347 Selfishness . . disjoints the 
whole frame of society. at86z Buckle Civiliz. (1 869) III. 
v. 377 ,The framework of affairs would be disjointed. 

t b. Jig. ,To distract. Obs. 

1628 Earle Microcosm., Meere Fortnall Man (Arb.) 30 
He is not disjointed with other Meditations. 

C. jig. To throw the parts (of anything) out of 
orderly connexion ; to dislocate. 

1638 Chillingw. i Relig. Prot. 1. vi. §44. 364 Your dis- 
course upon this point, you have .. disjoynted, and given 
tis the grounds of it, in, the begining of the Chapter, and 
the superstructure .. in the end. 1770 Gibbon Misc. W/es. 
(1814) IV. 504 'It is’. , disagreeable .. to observe a lyric 
writer 'of taste . . disjointing the order of his ideas. 1834 
H. N. Coleridge Grk. Poets (ed. 2) 55 Their cbllpcation 
haying been disjointed by time. ' 

2. To disjoin, disunite. 

,1533 Stanxhurst Aeneis iii. (Arb.) 83 The sea . . rusht In 
. .Tt'alye disioyncting with short streicts from Sxcil Island. 
x6ox Bp. W. Barlow Defence 126, The elect members of 
Christ can never be disjointed from him. 1650 Fuller 
Pisgahvi. vjlL 164 Except ..some part of Asher lay south- 
ward at distance, djs-jointed from the main body of that 
Tribe.' 2759 Hist, in Ann. Reg. yzjz According as it is 
possessed by the English or the French, [it] connects or 
disjoints the colonies Of Canada and Louisiana. X775 T. 
Jefferson Let. Writ: 1892 I. 484 Great Britain, disjointed 
from her colonies. X851 Robertson Serm. Ser. nt. xii 134 
Unite these all and then you have the Reformation .. Dis- 
joint them and! then you have some miserable sect. 

3. To separate joint from joint ; to take in pieces 
at the joints. ; V. 

Harmar Beza*s Serm. 384 (T.) As for his coach, .he 
Would riot oiily have it to Be unhamlssed as I said * ; but also 
unpinned; disjointed, and pulled asunder. 1649 Lovelace 
Poems (1864) 44 Like watches by unskilful! men .Disjoynted, 


DISJUNCT. ■ ■ 

and set 111 againe X832 Lytton Eugene A, 1. ix, The cor-. 

poral began to disjoint his rod. ■ 
absol. X712 Steele Sped. No. 473 A good Carver . . cuts: 
up, disjoints, and uncases with incomparable Dexterity. . 
4 . intr. (for ref.) To be disjointed ; to suffer 
dislocation ; to go out of joint ; to come in pieces. 

1605 Shaics. Macb. in. ii. 16 Let the frame of things dis- 
Ioynt.; x888 Harpers Mag. Apr. 741 A hundred cottages 
overturn .. quiver, disjoint. 1890 Constance Smith Riddle 
L. Haviland I. 11. ix. 303 Neither will the great scheme of 
things disjoint, because your lover has left you. 

Hence Disjornting vbl. sb. _ 

1598 Florio, Disgiontione , a disioining, a disjointing. 
1612 Woodall Surg. Mate Wks. (1653) 140 The disjoynting* 
of the bones. <2 17x5 Burnet Own Time (1823) 1 . 546 Those 
unhappy jealousies, which began a disjointing between the. 
king and his people. 1794 Sullivan View Nat. II. 90 Even 
strong towers are made to vibrate several inches, without 
any disjointing of the mortar. 

Disjointed , ppl a. [f. prec. + -id 1.] 

1 . Separated joint from joint ; disjoined, separ- 
ated; disconnected. 

a 1643 G. Sandys Job 45 (T.) Be . . their disjointed bones : 
to powder ground. 1684 Contempt. State of Man 1. vi. 
(1699V69 Consider., the disjoynted disposition of the Bones.- 
1700 Dryden Fables , Ceyx <4 Alcyone 27, I saw a-drift dis- 
jointed planks, 1726 Leoni Alberti's Archit. I. 12/1 Dis- 
joynted and unfinished Members. 1767 Blackstone Comm . 
II. 379 That the construction^ be made upon the entire 1 
deed, and not merely upon disjointed parts of it. 1840 
F. D. Bennett Whaling Voy. II. 191 Some of these 
[casks] are kept in a disjointed state .. ready to be _put 
together. x88y Hall Caine Deemster xxxvii. 247 A little: 
disjointed gipsy encampment of mud-built tents. 

2 . Consisting of separated or ill-connected parts;' 
disconnected. 

1652-62 Heylin Cosmogr. m. (1682) 96 A dis-joynted 
People, not under any setled form of Government. 2769' 
Robertson Chas. V. III. x. 258 He felt already .. that he 
was the head of a disjointed bbdy % 1838 Thirlwaix Greece 
II. 188 The huge frame of the Persian empire was disjointed 
and unwieldy. 

3 . Of words or a discourse : Without proper con- ! 
nexion or sequence ; disconnected ; incoherent. 

<21586 Sidney (Jj, The constancy of your wit was not' 
wont to bring forth such disjointed speeches. 1614 Jackson 
Creed iii. [v] 30 Vpon such broken disioincted surmises.’' 
1817 Earl of Dudley A<?#. 3 June (1840) 169 His argument 
... seems loose and disjointed. 1843 Lever J. Hinton, xiii, : 
Gur conversation dropped into broken disjointed sentences. 
Hence 3 >isjoi*ntedly adv., Bisjornteduess. 

1654 Ld. Orrery Parthenissa (1676) 505 The disorders and ■ 
disjointedness of his discourse. 1749 Phil. Trans. XLVL 
134 You remark in all their Actions., a Disjoin tedness, 
1871 Ruskin Fors Clav, xi. 19, 1 must pass, disjointedly, , 
to matters, which, in a written letter, would have been 
put in a postscript. 1872 Mark Twain (.Clemens) Innoc. 
Abr. xii. 85 We talked disjointedly. 

Disjorntly, adv. [f. Disjoint a. h--ly 2 .] 

1 . Separately, asunder, apart; disjunctly: opp. 
to conjointly. 

1634 M. Sandys Prudence 6 (T.) When they are perfect,^ 
then are they joined; buq disjointly, no way can theybe- 
perfect. x88o Muirhead Gains 11. § 199 If the same thing, 
be legated by vindication to two or more persons, whether, 
conjointly or. disjointly, they take each a share. 

2. Disjointedly, disconnectedly, rare. ; 

x6*x Hakewill King Davids Vow A ij a, Discourses which 

were delivered disiointly and by peece-meale. 1892 A ?goty 
Jan. 10 ‘Let it come out— she can’t shoot me,’ disjointly 
muttered Mr. Arthur. . 

Disjointure. [f. Disjoint v. + -ure, after, 
jointure. Cf. OF. desjointure (in Godef.).] The- 
state . of being disjointed ; disconnexion, separation. 

1757 Conway Lett, in Frasers Mag. (1850) XLI. 424 
There is more disjointure to our affairs, .than an^ coalition 
of our ministers can retrieve. 1879 Tourgee Foots Err. 
xix. 104 The disjointure of opinion between them and the 
Yankee schoolmarms was all because the latter wanted to 
measure them by Northern ideas of these virtues. 

Dig one, -joon, obs. ff. Disjune, Sc., breakfast/ 
t Disjoirrn, v . . Obs. rare. [f. Dis- 1 + stem of; 
adjourn,} trans. To put off from, the day ap- 
pointed. ■' 

1642 Sir W. Brereton Iii 13/^ Rep. Hist. MSS. Comm. 
App. i. 51 If this meeting had not been unhappily disjoumed- 
and disappointed by some of the Deputy Lieutenants. Ibid. 
52 Whereof the rest were by some of them disjourned. , 

TDisju*dge, v. Obs. [f. Dis- 7 b-r Judge.]. 
To deprive of or remove from the office of judge. 1 
x649 [see Disjustice]. ' 1658 State Trials, Dr. f. Hewet 
(R.) All the rest of the. Judges were . . impeached of high-, 
treason, disjudg'd and put to fines and ransoms. 

[Disjudieation, error for Dijudication. See 
List of Sput'ious Words.] ■ , , : . , ,. v; : « 

fDi’gugate, v. Obs. rare — * ' 

1656 Blount Gtossogr., Disjugate', to disjoyn, part, sever. ’ 
■f DisjuTlct, Sc. Latinized form of Disjoint sbl 
15x3 Douglas 1 JEneis xil xiii; 30 [See Disjoint jA]. 
Disjunct (disd^jp-ijkt), ; [ad. L. disjunct-us, 
pa. pple. of disjuhgPre to disjoin. Cf. Dis J oint di} ’ 
1 . Disjoined, disconnected; ’ separated, separate, 
distinct; f distant. (Now rare exc. in teclmical; 
senses : see also below.) , 

1599 Nashe Lenten, Stuffe (1871) 15 From the city of, 
Norwich .. jt Is sixteen miles^ fiisjunct. 1662 Gianvill. 
Lux Orient, yii. (R.) .The ., divine - . freedoms consists', riot 
in his acting by meer arbitrarious will, as disjunct from. his. 
other .attributes.;.,. *68$. R. tlotism Armoury iii. 356/2 The 
$ide Rest is a "'Rest ; disjunct ’ from "tlie Lathe. . 1774. M„, ■: 
Mackenzie Maritime Surv„ p. xvi, A iDisjunct Survey is,, 
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when the Harbours, Bays, or Islands .. are each surveyed 
separately in a geometrical Manner. 1817 N. Drake Shaks. 

I. 56, 3 quatrains with 2 verses of immediate, interposed 
between 2 verses ofdisjunct rhtme,and a terminating couplet. 
1890 J. H. Stirling Philos. <§• Theol. iv. 60 That congeries 
of externalities, mere disj unct atoms. 

Tb. Entom. Having the head, thorax, and abdo- 
men separated by deep incisions. 
f2. Math. (Opp. to Conjunct a. 5 ): = Dis- 
continuous. 

Disjunct proportion', a proportion in which the second 
and third terms have not the same ratio (or difference) as 
the first and second, or the third and fourth. Ohs. 

1594 Blun devil Exerc. 1. xviii. 42 Disiunct proportion 
Geometricall . . is when there is not like proportion betwixt 
the second and the third, that is betwixt the first and the 
second, or betwixt the third and the fourth, as 3, 6, 4, S. 
1597 Morley Introd. Mas. Annot. 1706 [see Discrete 2 bj. 

3. Mus. (Opp. to Conjunct a. 6.) 

D. tetrachords* tetrachords separated by an interval of 
a tone, D. motion* motion by intervals exceeding a degree 
of the scale. 

1694 W. Holder Harmony (1731) 97 Tetrachords . . were 
either Conjunct, when they began the Second Tetrachord 
at the Fourth Chord .. Or else the two Tetrachords were 
disjunct, the second taking its beginning at the Fifth Chord, 
there being always a Tone Major between the Fourth and 
Fifth Chords. 1774. Burney Hist. Mus. (17 89) I. i. 54 
When the modulation passed from a conjunct to a disjunct 
tetrachord. 1879 Rockstro in Grove Diet. Mus. IL 88 He 
[Biordi] has used the diminished fourth in disjunct motion. 

4. Logic , etc. fa. “Disjunctive a. 2. Ohs. 
b. == Discrete a. id. c. Applied to the several 
alternative members of a disjunctive proposition. 

1608-11 Bp. Hall Epist. n. iii, Gregory the Third, writing 
to the Bishops of Bauaria, gives this disjunct charge ; * Let 
none keepe an harlot or a concubine ; but either let him 
liue chastely, or marry a wife.’ 1628 T. Spencer Logick 
300 A compound Syllogisme is then disiunct, when the pro- 
position thereof is a disiunct axiome. 1656 Stanley Hist. 
Philos, via.. (1701) 3x2/1 A disjunct axiom is that which is 
disjoyned, by a disjunctive conjunction ; as, either it is day, 
or it is night. 1837-8 Sir W. Hamilton Logic xii. (i860) 

I. 22 4 < Notions co-ordinated in the quantity or whole of 
extension . . are only relatively different (or diverse) ; and 
in logical language, are properly called Disjunct ox Discrete 
Notions , (noizones dijunctse * discrete?). 1864 Bowen Logic 
vii. 218 The Subsumption is a Disjunctive of which these 
several Antecedents are the Disjunct Members. 

t Bisju’UCted, ppl a. Obs. [f. as prec. + 
-ED.] Disjoined, disconnected. 
a 1650 May Satir. Puppy (1657) 40 Farewell Poetry ; thou 
trim Composer of disjuncted Sense. 

Disjunction (dis ( kjbn). [a. OF. disjunc- 
tion (13th c. in Godef.), or ad. L. disjunction-em 
separation, n. of action f. disjungfre to Disjoin.] 

1. The action of disjoining or condition of being 
disjoined ; separation, disconnexion, disunion. (The 
opposite of Conjunction i.) 

Disjunct ion certificate* one given to a church member 
when he leaves to join another church. (Scotland.) 

c 1400 Lanf rands Cirurg. 322 pe firste boon of be necke. . 
disiunccioun of j?at boon wole sle a man anoon. C1430 
Lydg. Bockas v. xiv. (1554) 132 a, To make a disjunction 
Betwene these landes. 1580 Sidney Arcadia iv. (15130) 430 
When they made the greevous disjunction of their long 
combination. 1653 _ H. More App. Antid. (1662) 184 
Death being . . a disjunction of the Soul from the Body. 
1798 Hist, m Ann. Reg. 51 A total disjunction . . between 
the respective concerns of the church and the state. 1852 
Dana Crust, it. 1124 The frequent disjunction and remote- 
ness of the two superior [eyes]. 1804 A. McKay_ Hist. 
Kilmarnock 131 After the disjunction of the new parish. 

2. Logic* etc. The relation of the several terms 
of a disjunctive proposition ; hence, a disjunctive 
proposition or statement ; an alternative. 

1588 Fraunce Lawlers Log. 11. vii. psb, If the disjunction 
or separation bee true absolutely, .without any thirde thing 
put betweene, then the whole axiome is true and necessary. 
1630 Randolph Aristippus Wks. (1875) 7 Hippathi , hip - 
pat hi* aut disce* aut discede itzemt inenter— a very good 
disjunction. 1653 H. More Antid. Ath. 1. iv. (1712) 15 If 
you make choice of the other Member of the Disjunction. 
1794 Paley Evid. 1. iii, (1817) 56, I am entitled to contend 
that one side or other of the following disjunction is true. 
1864 Bowen Logic vii. 219 The nature of a Disjunction is, 
that any one of the Disjunct Members exists, or is posited, 
only by the non-existence, or sublation, of all the others. 
Hence Bisju-nctionist, one who leaves a church 
In order to form a new congregation. 

1872 J. S. Jeans Western Worthies 135 Dr. Buchanan 
should accompany the disjunctionists to the new church. 

Disjunctive (disid^gktiv), a. and sb. [ad. 
L, disjunctive , f. disjunct-us Disjunct, Disjoint: 
see -ive. Cf, F. disjonctif {desjointif in 13th c.).] 
A. adj. 

1 , Having the property of disjoining or discon- 
necting ; characterized by or involving disj unction 
or separation. 

157° Levins Manip. 153/3T Disiunctiue, dishmetiuus. 
1698 Norris Pract. Disc. (1707) IV. 83 Since the original 
Law did not admit of a Mediator, as not being Disjunctive, 
1796 Kirwan Elem. Min. (fed. 2) I. 371 The disjunctive 
characters, .in the description of the original species. 1813 
J. Thomson Led. Infiam. 367, sdly, In the separation 
of dead or mortified parts from those which retain their 
vitality, .to distinguish this from the other modes of morbid 
absorption, it might be termed the disjunctive, 
b. Opposed to joining or uniting. 
ayjxx Grew (J.), Such principles, whose atoms are of that 
disjunctive nature; as not to be united in a sufficient number 
to make a visible mass. 
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2 . Logic* etc. Involving a choice between two 
(or more) things or statements ; alternative. 

Disjunctive proposition* a proposition in which it is as- 
serted that one or other of two (or more) statements is true. 
Disjunctive syllogism* a syllogism in which the major 
premiss is disjunctive, and the inference depends on the 
alternation of its terms : sometimes loosely extended to any 
syllogism containing a disjunctive premiss, • • 

1584 Fenner Def. Ministers (1587) 39 This section biegin- 
neth with a disiunctive Sillogisme. ^2628 Preston New 
Covi (1630) 542 A disiunctive proposition is true . . if either 
part be true. 1725 Watts Logic in. ii. § 5^ A disjunctive 
syllogism is when the major proposition is disjunctive : as, 
the earth moves in a circle .or an ellipsis ; .but it does not 
move in a circle; therefore it moves in an ellipsis. 1847 
Grote Greece n. Iii, (1862J IV. 445 His promise was. dis- 
junctive — that they should be either so brought home, or 
slain. __ 1887 Fowler Deductive Logic in. v«. 113 If [two 
propositions or sets of propositions] be dissociated, so that 
the truth of one depends on the falsity of the other, and 
the falsity of one on the truth of the- other, the complex 
proposition may be. called Disjunctive. Ibid. 116 A Dis- 
junctive Syllogism is a syllogism of which the major pre- 
miss is a disjunctive, and the minor a simple proposition, 
the latter affirming or denying one of the alternatives stated 
in the former. 1891 Welton Logic h. i. 209, 210 margin* 
Logicians differ as to whether or not the disjunctive form 
necessitates the mutual exclusiveness of the alternative predi- 
cates.. When the alternatives are not incompatible they are 
not exclusive. Exclusion is not, therefore, due to the dis- 
junctive form of proposition. 

3 . Gram. Applied to conjunctions that express 
an alternative or imply some kind of adversative 
relation between the clauses which they grammati- 
cally connect. 

_ With the earlier grammarians the division of Conjunctions 
into Copulative and Disjzmctive was made a main one. 
It is, however, of grammatical importance (see quot. 1824) 
only in the Coordinative Conjunctions, of which and is 
Copulative, while the Alternative or * nor , and the Adversa- 
tive but* yet* are Disjunctive. Of the Subordinative Con- 
junctions, the Causal lest* the Hypothetical unless, and the 
Concessive although, are also disjunctive in sense; but in 
their grammatical use these do not differ from the Copulative 
that * if* because* as* since. 

1628 T. Spencer Logick 244 That axiome is disiunct, whose 
band is a disiunctiue Coniunction. 1751 Harris Hermes Wks. 
(1841) 189 Now we come to the disjunctive conjunctions, a 
species of words which bear this contradictory name, because, 
while they disjoin the sense, they conjoin the sentences. 
1776 Campbell Philos. . Rhet. II. hi. v. § 1 Both the last 
mentioned orders [Adversative scad Exceptive Conjunc- 
tions] are comprehended under the general name disjunctive. 
1824 L. Murray Eng. Gram. (ed. 5) 1. 229 The conjunction 
disjunctive has an effect contrary to that of the conjunction 
copulative; for as the verb, noun, or pronoun, is referred 
to the preceding terms taken separately, it must be, in the 
singular number : as, * Ignorance or negligence has caused 
this mistake Y 

b. In French Grammar, sometimes applied to the indirect 
nominative land objective) case of the personal pronouns 
{moi* toi* lui * eux) as distinguished from the direct nomina- 
tive \je* tu* il* tls\ called in this nomenclature conjunctive. 

4 . Math. (See quot.) 

1853 Sylvester in Phil. Trans. CXLIII. 1. 544 A dis- 
junctive equation is a relation between two sets of quantities 
such that each one of either set is equal according to some 
unspecified order of connexion with one of the other set. 

B. sb. 

1. a. Logic. A disjunctive proposition : see A. 2. 
Hence generally, b. A statement or condition of 
affairs involving a choice between two or more 
statements or courses ; ah alternative, c. Phr. In 
the disjunctive : in an alternative form or sense; 
disjunctively. (Cf. AF. en disjoints* far disjoints , 
Britton II. 354, 358.) 

1533 More Debelt. Salem Wks. 943/1 To the verity of 
a disiunctiue, it suffiseth any one part to be tru. 1569 
A bp. Parker Corr. (1853) 352 The words of the Injunction 
(which were once a disjunctive, but by the printer made a 
copulative [or being changed to and]). 1614 Bacon To the 
King 7 Feb. (R,), Your Majesty . . very wisely put in a dis- 
junctive, that the judges should deliver an opinion, privately, 
either to my Lord Chancellor, or to ourselves. 1725 Watts 
Logic 11. iL § 6 The Truth of Disjunctives depends on the 
necessary and immediate Opposition of the Parts. 1818 
Cruise Digest (ed. 2) VI , 105 The clause was to be construed 
in the disjunctive; viz. either by will, codicil, &c., or by 
writing signed before three witnesses. 1864 Bowen Logic 
v. 131 Disjunctives are reduced .. to as many Categoricals 
as there are disjunct members of the Predicate. Thus , — A 
is either B or C — 

All those A which are not B are C, and 
All those A which are not C are B. 

2 . Gram. A disjunctive conjunction : see A. 3. 

1530 Palsgr. 148 Some [conjunctions] ‘ be disjunctives. 

1574 tr. Littleton's Tenures 138 b, In such woordes where 
the heire demaundeth the heritage or mariage of his mother, 
this worde [‘or’] is a. disjunctive. 1751 Harris Hertnes n. 
ii. Wks, (1841) 187 The conjunction or* though it join the 
sentences, yet, as to their respective meanings, is a perfect 
disjunctive. 1824 L. Murray, Eng. Gram . (ed. 5) I. 229 When 
a disjunctive occurs between a singular noun.. and a plural 
one, the verb is made to agree with the jffural^noun as, 
* Neither poverty nor riches were injurious to him Y 
f 3 . One who favours disjunction ; ,a separatist. 
1602 Warner Alb. Eng. xii. Ixxii. (1612) 299 Disiunctiues, 
who. .lesse loue their Prince than Pope. 

+ 4 . fil. Disjoined or disconnected things. Obs. 
1627-77 Feltham Resolves n. iv. 167 God himself is Truth ; 
and never meant to make the Heart and Tongue disjunctives. 
Disj TTELCtively, adv. [£. prec. + -ly A] In 
a disjunctive manner or sense; separately ; 1 alter- 
natively ; ad versa tively; not in combination. 

1590 Swinburne Testaments 182 Although the executors 
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bee appointed alternatmely, or dlsiunctiuely . . both : the 

? ersons are to bee admitted executors. 1624 Fisher in 
^ \ White Reply to Fisher 494 Except you eate and drinke, 
is to be vnder stood dlsiunctiuely, Except you eate the 
flesh or drinke the bloud. 1768-74 Tucker Lt. Nat. (1852) 
I. 65, I cannot answer the question so generally proposed, 
but must give my opinion disjunctively. 1824 L. Murray 
Eng. Gram. (ed. 5) I. 227 When singular pronouns . . are 
disjunctively connected, the verb must agree with that 
person which is placed nearest to if: as, ‘ I or thou art to 
blame 1891 Welton Logic iv. v. 447 [In a Dilemma] the 
major [premise] contains a plurality either of antecedents 
or of consequents, which are either disjunctively affirmed* 
or disjunctively denied, in the minor. 

t Bisju’nctly, adv. [f. Disjunct a. + -ly 2.] 
Disconnectedly, separately, as disjoined. Obs. 

1649 Roberts Clavis Bibt. Introd. iii. 52 Christ speaks 
of bearing witnesse to himself disjunctly and solely without; 
the Father. 1650 Baxter Saints ’ R. 1. ii. § 3 If considered 
dis-junctly by themselves. 1706 [see Discretely]. 

Disj U’licture. fad. med.L. disjunctura* f. 
disjtmgere , disjunct - : cf. OF. desjoinlure * -j cinc- 
ture (Godef.), and Juncture.] 

1 . The fact of disjoining or condition of being 
disjoined ; disjunction ; separation, breach. 

c 1400 Lanfrands Cirurg. 63 panne brynge togidere. j?e 
brynkis [in a wound] eiper j?e disiuncture. x6ri Florio 
Discontinuita * a disiuncture. 1639 Wotton in Reliq. 
477 (R.) The departure of my . . dear neice, your long, 
and I dare say, your stil beloved ^ consort . . as well 
appeareth by your many tender expressions of that disjunc- 
ture. <21679 T. Goodwin Wks. II. iv. 347 (R.) Those 
bruises, disjunctures, or brokenness of bones. 

2 . fig. A juncture or condition of affairs involv- 
ing disunion ; a perplexed or disjointed state of 
things. (Cf. Disjoint sb.) 

1683 Cave Ecclesiastici 225 Basil., was at a loss, bow 
to behave himself in this dis-juncture of Affairs. 1830 Ex- 
aminer 260/2 At this juncture, or rather disj uncture, the 
contested demesnes are purchased. 1865 Carlyle Fredk: 
CY. VIII. xix. viii. 268 Friedrich . . foresaw, in case of such 
disjunctures in Italy, good likelihood of quarrel there. 

Disjune (disdgwm), sb. Chiefly Sc.* arch. 
Forms : 5-7 disione, 6 desiune, disjoin, -joyn, 
disekone, 7 disjoon, 6-9 disjnne, q disjenne. 
[a. OF. desjitn , -jeiin (mod.F. dial, dijun), f. das- 
juner * -jeiiner (mod.F. dijetinei*) to break fast, 
breakfast, f. des-* di- (De- L 6) + jeiin L. jejun- 
us fasting.] 

The first meal of the day ; breakfast. 

1491 St. Giles Charters (1859) P- xx, And than to pas to 
their disione. 1549 Contpl, Scot. vi. 43 Eftir there disiune, 
tha began to talk of grit myrrynes. c 1565 Lindesay (Pit- 
scottie) Chron. Scot. (1728) 140 That he might go to his bed 
the sooner, and have his disjoin ready by four hours. 1589 
[see Dejeune]. 1599 Nashe Lenten Stuff e in Harl. Misc. 
(1808-12) VI. 168 (D.) For a disjune or morning breakfast. 
1600 in A. Bisset Ess. Hist. Truth v. (1871) 203 This 
deponer desired Maister Alexander to dischone with him. 
1603 Philotus xx. And bid your page in haist prepair. For 
your disjone sum daintle fair. 1706 in Watson Collect. I. 
54, I trow ye cry for your disjoon. 1816 Scott O. Mart, iii, 
King Charles, when he took his disjune at Tillietudlem. 
1827 Tennant Papistry Storm'd 51 Tak’ your disjeunes 
afore you gangl 1847 X>e Quincey Wks . (1863) XIII. no. 

tBisjirne 9 V. Sc. Obs. [a. OF. desjuner : see 
prec. sb.J, intr. To breakfast. 

1536 Bellenden Cron. Scot. (1821) I. p. Iv, Thay disjunit 
airly in the morning. 

t Bisjirngxble, a. Obs. [f, L. disjung-ere to 
Disjoin + -ible.] Capable of being disjoined or 
separated. 

1676 H. More Remarks 70 More easily disjungible than. 
Air it self. 

t Disj us t, V. 06s. rare = Dis adjust. 

1611 Cotgr., Desmner* to disorder, disiust, peruert. 

t Bisju’stice, v. Obs. [f. Dis- 7 b + Justice.] 
To deprive of the office of Justice of the Peace. 

1603 in x\th Rep. Hist. MSS. Comm. App. viii. 79 To dis- 
justice. .Mr. Edw. Dynnys. 1621 Crt. <§• Times Jas.If 1849) 
II.233 He is disjusticed, and made incapable of holding any 
office hereafter. 1649 Prynne Find. Liberty Engl 10 To 
dis-judge, disriustice or dis-committee their fellow Judges,- 
Justices and Committee-men. 

Disk, disc (disk), [ad. L. disc-us , a, Gr. 5 tor/c- 
os quoit, dish., disk ; cf. F. disque* (1556). 

The earlier and better spelling is disk* but there is a ten- 
dency_ to use disc in some scientific senses (not in the 
botanical, 5 a, b).] 

1 . The Discus or quoit used in ancient Greek 
and Roman athletic exercises ; the gam e played 
with this. Obs. exc. Hist. (Cf. Dish sb. II.) 

17x5-20 Pope Iliad 11. 94^ In empty air their sportive 
jav’lins throw, Or whirl the disk. 1727-51 Chambers CycL* 
Disc or Disk* Discus* in antiquity, a kind of round quoit. , 
about a foot over, used by the antients in their exercises. 
1728 N ewton Chronol. A mended 36 The Disc was one of 
the five games called the Quinquertium. 1791 Cowper 
Iliad if. 948 His soldiers hurled the disk or bent the bow.' 
1835 Thirl wall Greece I. viii. 329 He could run, leap, 
wrestle, hurl the disk. 1876 Dowden Poems 67 In manage 
of the steed Or shooting the swift disc. 

2 . A thin circular plate of any material. 

1803 Med. Jrnl. X. 26 Volta constructed a pile made up 
of disks of different metals with layers of cloth interposed. 
1827 Faraday Chem. Manip . xxiii. 568 Clipping fragments 
of plate glass into circular discs. 1865 Lubbock Preh . 
Times vi, (1878) 283 A small oval disk of white sandstone. 
1872 Ruskin Eagles N. § 224 The shield [is] a disk of 
leather, iron fronted. x88x Greener Gun 198 Allowing the 
breech-ends to rise clear of the discs. 
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fb. Used poet, of a shield. 

1791 Cowper Ilieui xi, 528 Ulysses’ oval disk he smote. 
Through his bright disk the stormy- weapon flew. 

C. spec. In ancient armour, a plate of metal 
used to protect the body at certain joints of the 
armour ; a roundel. 

8 . Anything resembling a circular plate. 
a 17x1 Grew (J.), The crystal of the eye, which in a fish 
is a ball, in any land animal is a disk or bowl, i860 Maury 
Phys. Geog. Sea iv. § 265 About the Arctic disc, therefore, 
there should be a whirl. 1865 Grote Plate II. xxiii, 169 
Whether the earth was a disk or a sphere. 1872 C. King 
Mountain . Sierra Nev. xi. 236 The whole great disc of 
world outspread. 1878 Huxley Physiogr. xvi. 267 Multi- 
tudes of very minute saucer-shaped disks. 

4 . spec. The (apparently hat) surface or ‘face’ 
of the sun, the moon, or a planet, as it appears to 
the eye. . 

1664 Phil. Trans. L 3 He hath . . at length seen them 
emerge out of his Disk. 1714 Derham Asiro-Tkeoi. v. iv. 
(1726) 130 Jupiter .. hath manifestly . . his Belts and Spots, 
darker than the rest of his Disk. 1769 W. Hirst in Phil. 
Trans . A hr. XII. 639 {title) Of several Phenomena observed 
during the Ingress of Venus into the Solar Disc. _ 1797 
Godwin Enquirer n. xi. 364 The spots discoverable in the 
disk of the sun. 1834 Mrs. Somerville Connect. Phys. 
Sc. iv. {1849) 34 The eclipses [of the satellites] take place 
close to the disc of Jupiter. 1893 Sir R. Ball Story 
of Sun 39 Mars at the time, .shows a large and brilliant 
disk. 

b. iransf. Any round luminous (or coloured) 
flat surface ; the surface of a flame or the like. 

1758 Reid tr. Macqucrs Chym. I. 315 The surface of the 
Lead appearing ,. bright and shining like a luminous disc. 
1835 Longf. Htaw. vm. 101 [The sun-fish] Slowly rising 
through the water, Lifting his great disc of whiteness 
[v. v. disk refulgent], c i860 Faraday Forces Nat. 180 
{Electric Light) If you look at the disc of light thrown 
by the apparatus. 1878 Huxley^ Physiogr. xxi. 359 It 
presents the appearance of a luminous disc. 1881 Daily 
Tel. 28 Jan,, So long as the position of the disk which he 
is legally obliged to affix somewhere upon the vessel’s side 
is left to the discretion of the owner. 

5 . JBot. A round and flattened part in a plant. 
spec. a. A collection of tubular florets in the flower- 
head of Composite forming either the whole head 
(as in the tansy), or the central part of it, as dis- 
tinguished from the ray (as in the daisy], b. An 
enlargement of the torus or receptacle of a flower, 
below or around the pistil. (In these senses always 
spelt disk.) 

C. A disk-shaped marking or * bordered pit ’ in the wood- 
cells of Gymnosperms, etc. d. One of the disk-shaped 
adhesive bodies formed on the tendrils of the Virginia 
creeper and other plants, e. The flat surface of a leaf, etc., 
as distinguished from the margin, f. The disk-shaped 
hymenium of a discomycetous fungus ; -Discocarp \b). 

[1706 Phillips (ed. Kersey), Among Herbalists, Discus.. 
the middle, plain, and flat part of some Flowers; because 
its Figure resembles the ancieut Discus.'] 1727 Bailey 
vol. II., Disk, with Florists, is a Body of Florets collected 
together, ana forming as it were a plain Surface. 1794 
Martyn Rousseau’s Sot. vi. 65 In the radiate flowers the 
disk is often of one colour and the ray of another. 1807 
J. E. Smith Phys. Bot. 454 Polygamiafriisiranea , florets 
of the disk . . perfect or united ; those of the margin neuter, 
or destitute of pistils as well as of stamens. 1830 Lindley 
Nat.Syst. Bot. In trod. 29jmmediately between the stamens 
and the ovarium is sometimes found a fleshy ring or fleshy 
glands called a Disk, and supposed . . to represent an inner 
row of imperfectly developed stamens. 1870 Hooker Stud. 
Flora 347 Coniferse . . wood-cells studded with disks. 1872 
Oliver Eleni. Bot. 11. 195 In Daisy . . the inner florets are 
much smaller, regular, tubular, and yellow, constituting the 
disk. 1875 Darwin Insectiv. PI. x. 246 The four leaves . . 
with their tentacles pointing., to the two little masses of 
the phosphate on their discs. 1875 Bennett & Dyer tr. 
Sachs * Bot. hi. iv. 781 Some tendrils, strikingly those of 
the Virginian creeper and Bignonia capreolata, have the 
. . power of developing broad discs at the end of their 
branches . . which attach themselves like cupping glasses 
to rough surfaces. 

0 . Z00L A roundish flattened part or structure in 
an animal body. spec. a. In the animals formerly 
grouped as Radiata (Echinoderms, Ccelenterates, 
etc.) : The central rounded and flattened part con- 
taining the oral opening and usually surrounded by 
rays, tentacles, or arms : from its resemblance to the 
disk and rays of a composite flower. 

b. The set of feathers surrounding the eye of an owl. 
c. The part of a bivalve shell between the margin and the 
umbo. d. The most elevated portion of the thorax or 
elytra of an insect ; the central portion of the wing. e. The 
flat locomotive organ or ‘ foot’ of a gastropod. 

1761 Garrtner m Phil. Trans. LI I. 82 Out of the top 
part, or the disk of the polype, grow the feelers, 1834 
M c Murtrie Cuv. Anim. Kingd. 272 Some of them.. expand 
into a disk comparable to that of a flower or of an Actinia. 
1847 Carpenter Zeal. § 1015 In the Ophiurae we find a 
more distinct central disk, .it is furnished with arms. Hid. 
§ 1013 In others the disk seems almost absent, the animal 
being, as it were, all rays. 1855 Gosse Marine Zool. I, 41 
Acalepha. Body in form of a circular disk, more or less 
convex and umbrella-like . . moving by alternate contrac- 
tions and expansions of the disk : Discofikora [Sea-blubbers, 
etc] Ibid. 63 Comatnla. When adult, free, stemless, **ith 
simple thread-like jointed appendages around the dorsal 
disk. 1861 J. R. Greene Man. Anim. Kingd., Ccelent. 
132 The expanded Actinia . . attaching itself by one of its 
flattened ends, known as the * base,’ a mouth being placed 
in the centre of the ‘disc, 1 or opposite extremity, *866 
Tate Brit. Mollusks iii. 46 The foot is a broad flat ex- 
panded disk. *888 Rolleston & Jackson Anim. Life 707 
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The mouth in the Phylactolaemata . . lies in the centre of 
a disc, or lophophore, either circular or horse-shoe shaped, 
along the edges of which are arranged , . a row of ten- 
tacles. 

7 . Anal. Applied to various round flat struc- 
tures: spec. 

a. The mass of fibrous cartilage lying between the bodies 
of adjacent vertebrae, b. The flattened corpuscles of the 
blood {blood-disks), c. One of the flat circular bodies formed 
by the transverse cleavage of a muscular fibre ; called speci- 
fically Bowman's disks, d. Optic disk : the round or oval 
spot where the optic nerve enters the eyeball. Choked disk, 
a diseased condition of this, in which, .the retinal veins are 
distended and tortuous (Syd. Soc. Lex.). 

1845 Todd & Bowman Phys. A nat. 1 . 60 Certain particles, 
the blood-discs, which float in it in great numbers. 1848 
Carpenter Anim. Phys. 35 In the bloody of all the higher 
animals, we also find a vast number of minute discs, some- 
times round, sometimes oval. 1859 Todd Cycl. Anat.V. 
41/1 Minute embryoes, scarcely longer than the blood discs 
of the frog. 1870 Rolleston Anim. Life Introd. 43 All the 
other vertebrae have their centra articulated together by 
fibro-cartilaginous discs. _ Ibid. 5 The crocodiles [have] 
interarticular fibrocartilaginous discs, 1883 Syd. Soc ; Lex. 
s. v., Intermediate disks, the membrane of Krause, separat- 
ing muscle fibre into compartments. 1887 Ibid., Interver- 
tebral discs, lenticular elastic masses interposed between, 
and of the same shape as, the bodies of two adjacent ver- 
tebras through the spinal column. 

8. attrih. and Comb. a. Of or belonging to a disk, 
as disk-bud, - budding (see 6 a), -floret, -/lower (see 
5 'a), -lobe. b. Consisting, or having the form, of a 
disk, as disk- micrometer, e. Characterized by or 
furnished with a disk or disks, as disk-coupling, 
- electrometer , - harrow , -signal, - telegraph . d. ob- 
jective and obj. genitive, as disk-bearing adj., 
- worship . e. para synthetic, as disk-shaped adj. 
f. Special combs, disk-armature, an armature 
wound so that its coils lie in the form of a disk ; 
disk-barrow, a flat circular barrow or tumulus ; 
disk-clutch, a form of friction-clutch in which one 
revolving disk acts upon another; disk-dynamo, 
a dynamo furnished with a disk-armature ; disk- 
engine, -steam-engine, a type of rotary engine 
in which the steam acts upon a revolving or oscil- 
lating disk ; disk-owl, the barn-owl : so called 
from the completeness of the facial disk (see 6 b); 
disk-valve, a valve formed by a circular disk with 
rotatory or reciprocating motion; disk-wheel, a 
kind of worm-wheel in which the spur-gear is driven 
by a spiral thread in the face of the disk. 

1895 A. J. Evans in Folk-lore Mar. 15 Like the *disk- 
harrows it is surrounded by a ditch and bank. 1870 Bent- 
ley Bot. 39 * Disc-hearing Woody Tissue is composed of 
those wood cells called Disc-bearing Wood-cells. 1846 Dana 
Zooph. iv. § 54 The *disk-buds, like the lateral, probably 
proceed from one of the same lamellae. Ibid. iv. § 53 In 
*disk-budding, a new mouth opens in the disk. 1S76 Catal. 
Set. App. S. Kens . § 1422 Attracted *Disc Electrometer, 
with double micrometer screw. 1833 Mechanics Mag. 
XVIII. 242 One of these half oscillatory, half revolving 
*disc engines. 1855 Ibid. LX 1 II. 266 In 1849 disc engines 
. , were employed with great success in the printing office 
of the Times. 1872 Oliver Elem. Bot. il 195 In Daisy, 
and many other plants with ray and *disk florets. *870 
Hooker Stud. Flora 185 Asteroideae .. *Disk-flowers 
2-sexual. Ibid. 159 Cicuta . . ^Disk-lobes depressed, entire. 
1783 Herschel in Phil. Trans. Abr. XV. 325 ( heading ) 
A Description of the Dark and Lucid *Disc and Periphery 
Micrometers. 1802 — in Phil. Trans. XCII. 214 To remove 
the disk-micrometer. 1836-9 Todd Cycl. A nat. II. 4x4/1 
A ^disc-shaped, capsule. 1856 Engineer 535/1 (Railway 
signals) The disc, a form in very general use. Ibid. 535/2 
*Disc signals. 1889 G. Findlay Eng. Railway 69 The disc 
signal is used to indicate to a driver whose train is in a goods 
siding, when he may pass on to the main line. *874 Knight 
Diet. Meek. 1 . 708/2 * Disk-telegraph, one in which the letters 
and figures are arranged around a circular plate and are 
brought consecutively to an opening, or otherwise speci- 
fically indicated. 1876 Rqutledge Discov. 7 The position 
. . assumed by the apparatus when the engine is in motion, 
the *disc-va!ve being^ partly open. 1883 V. Stuart Egypt 
365 Some Egyptologists assert that Amunoph III already 
had adopted ^disk-worship from his Semitic wife. 

Disked (diskt), a. rare. [f. prec. + -ED 2 .] 
Having or showing a disk. (Chiefly in comb.). 

1864 Lowell Fireside Trav . 85 Spectacles .. rising full- 
disked upon the beholder like . . two moons at once. 

t Disken, V. Obs. rare, [f, Dis- 6 + Ken vi] 
trans. ? To withdraw from notice. In quot. reft. 

c 1400 Beryn 20 The Pardonere beheld the besynes, howe 
statis wer I-servid, Diskennyng hym al pryuely, & a syde 
swervid. 

Diskere, obs. form of Discover v. 
t Disikrndness. Obs. [Dis- 9.] 

1 . Unkindness, unfriendliness. 

*396 Dalrymple tr. Leslie's Hist. Scot (1885) 1 . 92 Gif ony 
discorde or diskyndnes had fallin amang thame. 1709 E. 
Ward tr. Cervantes 121 His Diskindness soon chang’d into 
a perfect Hatred. 1768-74 Tucker Lt . Nat. (*852) II. 651 
An effect of diskindness. 

2 . An unkind act, an ill turn : usually in phr. to 
do (a person) a diskindness. (Frequent in i$th c.) 

1678 Norris Coll. Misc. (1690) 189 To do another man a 
diskindness merely because he has done me one, serves to no 
good Purpose. 1727 W. Mather Yng. Man's Comp. 70 
Remember to requite, at least to own Kindnesses, lest thy 
Ingratitude prove a considerable Diskindness. *768-74 
Tucker Lt. Nat. (1852) I. 2 He that pulls down his neigh- 
bour’s house does him a diskindness, however inconvenient 
soever it were. 


f BiSiki ngdom, v. Obs. nonce-wd. [Dis- 7 c.] 
trans. To expel from or deprive of the kingdom, 
1602 Warner Alb. Eng. xu. lxxii. (1612) 298 Lastly ciuil 
Strife, and Scots diskingclom’d them [Piets] from hence. 
Diskless (di skles), a. Also discless. [LDisk 
+ -less.] Without a disk ; not showing a disk, 
1846 Patterson Zool. 50 It is now badly represented in 
my cabinet by an armless disc and a disdess arm. 1871 
tx. ScAelletis Sfedr. Anal. 338 In the largest instruments 
the stars remain diskless. 

t DiSiknrgllt, V. Obs. rare. [f. Dis- 6 + 
Knight vi] trans. To degrade from knighthood. 
1621 [see Bisgentilize]. 

f BiSikncrW, V* Obs. nonce-wd. [Dis- 6.] 
trans. To fail to know or acknowledge. 

1605 Sylvester Du Barias n. iii. m.Lawe 851 And when 
He shall (to light thy Sin-full load) Put Manhood on, dis- 
knowe him not for God. 

T Bis lima* wledge 9 V. Obs. nonce-wd. [Dis- 
7 e.] trans. To put out of knowledge, make un- 
recognizable. 

1576 Newton Lemnie's Complex. (1633) *48 All his beauty 
. .was. .so faded, -his face so incredibly disknowledged. 
Diskure, obs. form of Discover v. 

Disla’Ce, V. rare. [Dis- 7 a.] trans. To strip 
or deprive of lace. 

a 1734 North Lives III. 213, I have .. found him very 
busy in picking out the stitches of a dislaced petticoat. 

f 3 Disla*de, v- Obs . rare. Also 7 Sc. dis- 
ladin. [Dis- 6.] trans. To unlade, unload. 

1609 Heywqod Britahies Troy v. Argt. 107 iEgeons 
ful-fraught gallies are dis-laded. 1623-49 Sc. Acts Ckas. I 
(1814) V. 580 (Jam.) With power, .ais to laidin and disladin 
the saidis merchandice and guidis. 

t Disla*dy, V. Obs. rare. [Dis- 7 b. Cf. obs. 
F. desdatner in same sense.] trans. To deprive of 
the title or rank of lady. 

1630 B. Jonson New Inn iv. iii, Nay, it shall out, since you 
have called me wife, And openly dis-ladied me. 
f Bisla*Jxd, v. Obs. rare. [Dis- 7 a.] trans . 
To deprive of land, or of a landed estate. 

1632 Quarles Div. Fancies iv. xvii. To mine Wife, or to 
dis-land an Heir. 

Dislander, dislaunder, var. Disclander Obs. 
+ Bislau'gllter, v. Obs. rare . [f. di- for dis- 

(see Dts- 5) + Slaughter v.] trans. To slaughter, 
1661 Sir A. Haslerifs Last Will <$• Test. 3 Our dislaugh- 
tered Complices, who lately sacrificed their active lives with 
undaunted valour to the hands of the common Executioner. 
Dislavy, var. form of Djblavy a. Obs. 
Bisla’wyer, V. rare. [Dis- 7 b.] trans. To 
deprive of the name or standing of a lawyer, 

# 1734 North Lives fifaC) II, 164 Vilifications plenty .. 
He was neither courtier nor lawyer; which his Lordship 
hearing, he smiled, saying, ‘That they might well make 
him a whoremaster, when they had dislawyered him.* 

Dislea f, dislea*ve, v. [f. Dis- 7 a + Leaf.] 
trans. To strip of leaves. Hence Dislea'ved ppL 
a., Dislea-fing vbl. sb. 

*598 Sylvester Du Bartas it. ii. i. Arke 3 If now the 
Laurel . . be dis-leau’d and vaded. 1655 H artlib R ef. Silk- 
worm 27 They will now be found in the Woods on the 
dis-leaved trees. 1830 Fraser's Mag. I. 36 A disleafing 
which, as in the vine, ripens and incites the grapes. 1840 
Carlyle Heroes i. (1872) 19 Its boughs, with their buddings 
and disleafings. 1834 Lowell Cambridge 30 Y. Ago Prose 
Wks. 1890 I. 89 The canker-worm that annually disleaved 
her elms. 

t Bislea*gue, V. Obs. rare . [f. Dts- 6 or 7 + 
League v. or jA] trans. To dissolve or break off 
a league of. 

1632 Lithgow Trav. vi. 240 When fortune would change 
friendship, she disleagueth conditionall amity, with .. in- 
gratitude. 

t Bisle'al, a. Obs. rare. [ad. It. disleale «= 
OF. and Pr. desleial. Cf. Leal.] Disloyal. 

*390 Spenser F. Q. il v- 5 Disleall Knight, whose coward 
corage chose To wreake it selfe on beast all innocent. 

Bisle*velment. [f. Dis- 6 + Level v. + 
-ment.] The condition of not being levelled; de- 
viation from the level. 

1883 Nature XXVII. 225 During the measurement of a 
base line., the rods are not. .accurately levelled, and a cor- 
rection has to be made for dislevelment. 

Dislixense, V. rare. [Dis- 6 or 7 a.] trans. 
To deprive of a licence. 

1885 Manch. Exam. 30 Oct. 4/7 The Museum Inn . . and 
. . the West Australian . .were dislicensed at Brewster Ses- 
sions. , ' 

Disli'kable, a. [f. Dislike v. + -able.] 
Capable of being disliked ; exciting dislike. 

1843 Carlyle Past $ Pr. in. iv. (*872) 133 One dislikes to 
see a man and poet reduced to proclaim on the streets such 
tidings : but on the whole . . that is not the most dislikable. 
a 1887 Mrs. Norton in L. Fagan Life Sir A. Panizzi I. 
322 A receipt for blotting out all dislikable qualities, *886 
R. A. King Shadowed Life II. x« 185 About as likeable or 
dislikeable as a machine-made American clock. 

Dislike (disbrk), sb. [f. Dislike vi] 

1 1 . Displeasure, disapproval (as directed to some 
object). (Passing gradually into the mod. sense 2.) 
To be in dislike with, to be displeased with ; so to 
come or grow into dislike with. Obs. 

1377 Ld. Buckhurst in Ellis Orig. Lett. Sep 1. II. 272 To 
hazard therby „ her Ma. [Majesty’s] dislike. 1586 J. 
Hooker Girald. Irel. in Ho tins tied II. 16/1 The king being 
in some dislike with the earle, and not fauourablie allowing 
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his successe .. lingered to giue anie answer. 1630 Wads- 
worth Pitgr. v. 46 This my father hearing, grew into dis- 
like with the lesuites. 1703 Penn in Pa. Hist. Soc. Mem. 
IX. 264 A letter from the government, in dislike of such 
roceedings. 174a Young AY. Tk. xv. 26 Should any. .give 
is thought Full range, on just dislike's unbounded field. 

2. The contrary feeling to liking or affection for 
an object; distaste, aversion, repugnance. (Cf. 
Dislike v. 3.) 

1597 Hooker Eccl. Pol. v. Ixv. (1617} II. 342 As the 
vsuall .. Ceremonies of common life are in request, or 
dislike, according to that they import. 1644 Digby Nat. 
Bodies 11. (1645) 139 [It] is attended with annoy & with 
dislike. 1711 Steele Sped. No. 76 F 4^ Where Men speak 
Affection in the strongest Terms, and Dislike in the faintest. 
1772 Priestley Inst. Relig. (1782) I. 56 All vices make men 
subject to. .dislike. 1838 Lytton What will he dot 1. xvi, 
We need not show dislike too coarsely. 1878 Jevons Prim. 
Pol. Econ. 9 Now there is a kind of ignorant dislike and 
impatience of political economy. ^ 

to. With a and pi. A particular aversion. 

1614 Bp. Hall Recoil. Treat. 465 Away with these weake 
dislikes. 1674 N. Cox Gently Recreate il (1677) 175 She 
[the hawk] is apt to take a dislike, and will never afterwards 
receive it willingly. 1885 Manch. Exam. 14 May 5/1 All 
that the Chancellor said about his likes, his dislikes . . care- 
fully reported. 

f 3. Disagreement, discord. 05s. 

159 6 Shaks. 1 Hen. IV, v. i. 26, I do protest, I haue not 
sought the day of this dislike. 1606 — Tr, Cr. it. iii. 236 
My Lord, you feede too much on this dislike, a 163a 
Fairfax (J.), A murmur rose that showed dislike among the 
Christian peers. 

f Disli’ke, cl. 05s. [f. Dis- 10 + Like a. Cf. 
L. dis-similis.] Unlike, dissimilar, not alike. 

1596 Bp. Andrewes Seme. II. 82 Two states .. there be 
after death.. disjoined in place, dislike in condition. 1596 
J. Norden Progr. Pietie (1847) 174 It is so dislike that 
wedding-garment. 1603 Holland Plutarch's Mor. 1255 
Aristotle .. said that the body of harmony is composed of 
parts dislike, and accordant verily one with another. 1644 
Digby. Nat. Bodies 11. (1645) 4 That which wee call a like 
thing is not the same ; for in some part it is dislike. 

Dislike (disbrk), v. Also 6 -lyke. [f, Dis- 
6 + Like v,] The opposite of Like v. (q.v.) in 
its various uses : cf. also Mislike. 

+ 1. trans. (Only in 3rd pers.) To displease, 
annoy, offend. 05s. 

1579 Lyly Eitphues (Arb.) 91 . If the sacred hands of 
amitye did .. dislike thee, why diddest thou praise them? 
1581 Petti e Guazzo's Civ, Conv.it. (1586) 77, I see not how 
those thinges can dislike you, which commonly like all men. 
1604 Shaks. Oth. 11. iii. 49 He do 't, but it dislikes me. 
a 1619 1 Daniel Sonn. liv. (R.\ Like as the lute delights, or 
else dislikes, As is his heart that plays upon the same. 1667 
Pepys Diary (1877) V. 240 Sir W. Pen's going to sea do 
dislike the Parliament mightily. 167a Mede's Wks. Life 31 
To do that which may displease or dislike others. 1769 
S. Paterson A nother Trav. II . 208 If the thing dislikes you, 
use it accordingly. 1814 Southey Roderick xxv, He drew 
forth The scymitar. .its unaccustom’d shape Disliked him. 

1 2. intr. To be displeased, offended, or dissatis- 
fied {with ) ; to disapprove {of). 05s. 

c 1555 Harpsfield Divorce Hen. VIII (1878) 301 God .. 
disliked with the divorce, and liked well of the marriage 
with Queen Katherine. 1570-6 Lambarde Peramb. Kent 
(1826) 149 King John disliked much of the choice. 1612 
Brinsley Lud. Lit. 18, I cannot iustly dislike of any thing 
which you .haue say d herein. 1677 Hale Contempt. 11* 211 
If you dislike with your success, come no more among them. 

3. trans. Not to like ; to regard with aversion ; 
to have an objection to ; to disrelish. (The oppo- 
site of Like v. in its current sense; and so less 
strong than hate , which is the opposite of love.) 

1594 Hooker Eccl. Pol. iv. iv. (i6ti) 135 [They] presume 
all such bad as it pleaseth themselues to dislike. 1596 
Shaks. Merck. V. 1. ii. 26, I may neither choose whom I 
would, nor refuse whom I dislike. 1698 Fryer Acc. E. 
India $ P. 174 A Warlike and Troublesome Nation, apt to 
dislike Government, Proud and Brave. 1775 Burke Corr. 
(1844) II. 18 There are many things amongst most of them, 
which I rather dislike than dare to condemn. 1849 Macau- 
lay Hist. Eng. 1 . 177 He disliked the Puritans indeed, but 
in him dislike was a languid feeling, very little resembling 
the energetic hatred which burned in the heart of Laud. 
1873 Black Pr. Thule (1874) 36 He disliked losing a few 
shillings at billiards, but he did not mind losing a few pounds, 
tto. To show or express aversion to. Obs. 

1603 Shaks. Meets, for M. 1. ii. 18, I neuer heard any 
Souldier dislike it. 1641 Milton Reform. 11.(1851)61 Neer 
their death, .they plainely dislik'd and condemn'd the Cere- 
monies . . as foolish and detestable. 1667 — P. L. 1 . 102 
Innumerable force of Spirits arm’d That durst dislike his 
reign. 

Hence Dislrked ppl. a. 

1632 Sherwood, Disliked, desgoustS. 1892 M^Crie Wor- 
ship Presbyt. Scot. 162 A popularly disliked episcopacy. 

t Disli*keful, a. Obs. [f. Dislike sb. + -ful.] 
a. Unpleasant, distasteful, to. Characterized by 
dislike or aversion. 

1596 Spenser F. Q. iv. ix. 40 Now were it not . . to you 
Dislikefull paine so sad a taske to take. 1596 — State Irel. 
Wks. 675/2 To bring them to be one people, and to putt 
away the dislikefull conceit both of the one, and the other. 

BisH'kelihoocL rare . [Dis- 9.] Unlikeli- 
hood, improbability. 

1833 Scott Peveril xxvii, But consider , . the dislikelihood 
of her pleasing. 

t Bisli’ken, v. Obs. [f. Dislike a. + -en 5, 
after like , liken : cf. L. dissimilare , F. dissembler .] 
trans. To make unlike ; to dissemble, disguise. 

. 16x1 Shaks, l Vint. T. tv. iv. 666 Muffle your face ; Dis- 


mantle you, and (as you can) disliken The truth of your 
owne seeming, that you may . . to Ship-boord Get vndes- 
cry'd. 

t Bisli'keness. Obs. [f. Dislike a. + -ness, 
or f. Dis- 9 + Likeness.] Unlikeness, dissimilarity. 

3623 Wodroephe Fr. 4 * Eng. Gram, 492 (T.) There is a 
great dislikeness between these things. 1633 Ames Agst. 
Cerem. 11. 480 Likenesse of intention . . is such as admitteth 
much dislikenesse. 3690 Locke H urn. Und . xv. iv. § 5 That 
which is not design’d to represent any thing but it self, 
can never . , mislead us from the true Apprehension of any 
thing, by its Dislikeness to it. 

Dislrker. [f. Dislike v. + -er b] One who 
dislikes or disapproves. 

1586 Hooker A hsw. Travers' Supplic. Wks. 1617 II. x8 
It were hard if. . [they] make themselues to be thought dis- 
likers of the present state and proceedings. 1653 H. More 
Conject . Cabbal. 244 (T.) An unreconcileable disliker of their 
vices. X705 Hickeringill Priest-cr.11. viii. 81 There would 
not have been any Dissenters, or Dislikers of a Moderate 
Church of England. 1832-4 De Quincey Caesars Wks. X. 
151 He is a general disliker of us and of our doings. 

Disli'kmg, vbl. sb. [f. Dislike v. + -ing-L] 
The action of the verb Dislike : aversion, disap- 
proval ; dislike ; the contrary of liking. 

CX540 in Fished S' Wks. (E. E. T. S.) II, Not for any dis- 
pleasure or dislykinge of the queens person or age. 2579 
Lyly Eupkues (Arb.) 130 Whereby they noted the great 
dislyking they had of their fulsome feeding. 1588 Marprel . 
Epist, (Arb.) 24 The good quiet people . . at length grew in 
disliking with their pastor. X632 Lithgow Trav. x. 481 To 
their great disliking, I was released. 1659 C. Noble Mod. 
Answ . to Immod. Queries 2 The Author, .cannot at all pal- 
liate his dislikings with moderate and beseeming words. 
1748 Richardson Clarissa (1811) III. xxxvi. 210 Our likings 
and dislikings . . are seldom governed by prudence. # X85X 
Ruskin Stones Ven. I. ii. § 12 If a man is cold in his likings 
and dislikings. .you can make nothing of him. 

BislrMng, ppl. a. [f. as prec. + -im 2.] That 
dislikes : see the verb. 

*t* 1 . Displeasing, disagreeable, distasteful. Obs. 
1596 J. Norden Progr. Pietie (1847) 62 That I may care- 
fully perform what thou likest, howsoever disliking it be 
unto me. 1636 in Picton L'pool Mimic. Rec, I. 21 1 They 
were . . altogether dislikeinge to the whole Corporacion. 

2 . Feeling, or showing, dislike or aversion. 

1592 Shaks. Ven. <$- Ad. 182 Adonis, .with a heavy, dark, 
disliking eye, His louring brows o’erwhelming his fair sight. 
1649 Bp. Hall Cases Consc. 389 Divorces . . to be arbitrarily 
given by the disliking husband, to his displeasing and un- 
quiet wife. X654 Whitlock Zootomia 460 Nothing sooner 
striketh Detraction dumbe, than a contemning and disliking 
Deafnesse. 1795 Coleridge Juvenile Poems (1864) 53 
Chilled friendship's dark disliking eye. 

Bislimb (dislim), v. [Dis- 7 a.] trans. To 
cut off the limbs of ; to tear limb from limb ; to 
dismember. Hence Dislimbed (disli md) ppl . a. 

1662 H. More Philos. Writ. Gen. Pref. 19 Not .. unlike 
the raising from the dead the dislimb'd Hippolytus. 1855 
Singleton Virgil 1. 386 His body.. Could I not have dis- 
limbed, and o'er the waves Have scattered it? 1860 Adler 
FaurieTs Prov. Poetry xii. 265 The shoulder of a calf . . 
which he dislimbed with the most admirable dexterity. 

Bislimn (dislrm), v. [f. Dis- 6 + Limn v] 

1 . trans. To obliterate the outlines of (anything 
limned) ; to efface, blot out. 

x6o6 Shaks. Ant. <5* Cl. iv. xiv. 10 Sometime we see a clowd 
that 's Dragonish, A vapour sometime, like a Beare, or Lyon 
..That which is ncnva Horse, euen with a thoght The Racke 
dtslimes, and makes it indistinct As water is in water. 1826 
De Quincey in Blackw. Mag. XX. 738 The flash., of colour- 
able truth, being as frail as the resemblances in clouds, 
would, like them, unmould and * dislimn ' itself (to use a 
Shakespearian word). 1851 T rench Poems 92 Till the faint 
currents of the upper air Dislimn it. 1864 C. J. Black in 
Lyra Messianica No. 225 Behold the Man , Time cannot 
change the eternal fact, Dislimn the abiding vision. 

2 . intr. (for refill) To become effaced, to vanish. 
1832-4 De Quincey Caesars Wks. 1862 IX. ro8 The noc- 
turnal pageant has dislimned and vanished. 1867 Contemp. 
Rev. IV. 1 16 The primitive vision dislimns, decomposes, and 
vanishes away. 

Bislink (disli-gk), v. [f. Dis- 6 + Link v.] 
trans. To unlink, uncouple, disconnect, disjoin, 
separate (things that are linked), lit . and fig. 

x6xo Healey St. Aug. Citie of God 312 Being dislinked 
from the love of other beauties. 1621 Quarles A rgalus <$• P. 
(1678) 74 Death.. Hath now.. Dissolv’d your vows, dislink’d 
that sacred chain. Which ti’d your souls. 2847 Tennyson 
Princess Prol. 70 There a group of girls In circle waited, 
whom the electric shock Dislink’d with shrieks and laughter. 
x 85 x G. Meredith Evan Harrington III. iii. 59 [She] de- 
linked herself from William's arm. 

t Bislive (disbiw), v. Obs. [app. f. Dis- 7 a 
or c + Life.] trans . To deprive of life; to put 
out of life, to kill 

1598 Tofte Alba { 1880) 17 Now that Alba mine is parted, 
Who hath me left disliude and quite vnharted. x6xo — 
Honour? s Acad. in. 87 He seekes the means to be dislivde. 
16x5 Chapman Odyss. xxn. 355 Telemachus dislived Am- 
phimedon. r63x — Caesar 4* Pompey hi. G iv b, She not 
destroyes it When she disliues it. 

+ Bisli*ven, v. Obs. [f. Dis- 6 + -liven in 
Enliven.] trans. To do the opposite of toenliveny 
to dispirit. 

1630 I, Craven Serin. (1631) 46 The Trumpet, .disliueneth 
the heart of a cowardly souldier. 

Bisload (disbud), v. Also 7 Sc, disloaden. 
[f.Dis- 6 + Load v.] trans. and intr . To unload, 
disburden. Hence Disloa-ding vbl. sb. 

1568 C. Watson Polyb. 70 b, Preparing there to disloade 
and deliver the victualls. X625-49 Sc. Acts Ckas. / (1814) 


V. 630 (Jam.) That no ship..aucht to disloadin..vntill the 
tyme they come to the said burcht. 1831 Carlyle in Froude 
Life (1882) II. 363 Dust, toil, cotton bags, hampers, re- 
pairing ships, dxsloading stones. x88a — in Century Mag. 
XXIV. 2E Their long dangerous loading and disloading. 

Bislocable (ai'sldkab’l), a. rare. [f. raed.L. 
dislocare to Dislocate: see -ble.] Capable of 
being, or liable to be, dislocated or displaced ; 
displaceable. Hence Bi:slocaM‘lity. 

1827 Bentham Const. Code ir. viii. § 9 Dislocable is this 
functionary .. by that authority, for the giving execution 
and effect .to whose will he has been located. He is dis- 
locable by the Legislature. Ibid. n. viii. § 6 Inferior, in 
respect of his dislocability, — he is superior even to the whole 
Legislature. 

Brslocate, ppl* a* Obs. or arch. [ad. med.L. 
dislocat-us , pa. pple. of dislocare : see next.] Dis- 
located. (Chiefly as pa.pple.) 

c 1400 Lanfrands Cirurg. 62 Whanne . . j>e boon ..is to 
broke atwo & dislocate— >J?at is to seie out of ioynte. Ibid. 
63 f>e boonys J>at weren broken ouj?er dislocate [v.r. dis- 
locat]. 18x4 Southey Roderick xxu, Where the cement of 
authority Is wanting, all things there are dislocate. 1826 
J. Wilson Noct. Ambr. Wks. 1855 1 . 179 Lying in the middle 
of the road, his neck dislocate. 1846 in Worcester. 

Dislocate (drsDk^t), v. [f. dislocdt- ppl. stem 
of med.L. dislocare to put out of place, f. Dis- 1 
4 - L. locare to place, locus place : cf. It. dislocare , 
Pg. deslocar \ Fr. disloquer. In Eng. as pa. pple. 
long before its use as a finite verb : see prec.] 

1 . trans. To put out of place ; to shift from its 
proper (or former) place; to displace. Now 
rare. 

1623 Cockeram, Dislocate , to vnplace. 1655 Fuller Ch. 
Hist, iri, v. § 55 We will conclude this Section with this. . 
submission of the Dean and Chapter of St. Asaph, sent to 
the King . . though dislocated, and some yeares set back in 
the date thereof. 1724 A. Collins Gr. Chr. Relig. 102 He 
alters some passages andchanges the places of others^ which 
he supposes dislocated. 1859 Holland Gold F. xxiii. 264 
A plant may be dislocated from an old, and removed to a 
new bed. 1879 G. Meredith Egoist xxxiii. (1889) 323 No 
sooner was_ he comfortably established than she wished to 
dislocate him. 

2 . To put out of proper position in relation to 
contiguous parts (without removal to a distance). 

x66o Boyle New Exp . Phys. Meek. xv. X03 The Sun-beams 
. . were in their passage . . Dislocated and Scattered. 1663 
Hooke Microgr. 133 This Clock comes to be broken . . so 
that several parts of it being dislocated, are impeded. 1695 
Woodward Nat. Hist. Earth 11. (1723) 93 They [the Strata] 
were dislocated. 1755 Phil. Trans. XL 1 X. 441 Somechim- 
nies, though not thrown down, are dislocated . . and partly 
turn’d round. 1869 Phillips Vesuv. vii. 197 A great fault 
dislocating the strata. 

b. spec . To displace (a bone) from its proper 
position in the joint ; to put out of joint; to ‘put 
out 7 (a joint or limb). (Rarely with the person as 
object..) In early use more widely : see quots. 1605, 
1668, and cf. Dislocation 1 b. 

1605 Shaks. Lear iv. ii. 65 These hands . . are apt enough 
to dislocate and tear Thy flesh and bones. 1658 Rowland 
Moufet's Theat. Ins. 912 The pain of a joynt that is dislo- 
cated. x668 Culpepper & Cole Barthel. Anat. iv. iii. 338 
Its use is, like a cord to bind together the parts of the body 
. .that they may not be dislocated. 1752 Johnson Rambler 
No. 199 F 3, I have twice dislocated my limbs, .in essaying 
to Jly. _ 1763 Franklin Lett. Wks. 1887 III. 244 , 1 write in 
pain with an arm lately dislocated. 1838 Thirl wall Greece 
II. xiv. 192 Darius had dislocated a foot in hunting. 1845 
Campbell Lives of Chancellors (1857) II, kxxv. 120 Anne 
was still much dislocated by the rack. 

3 . fig. To put (affairs, etc.) ‘out of joint’'; to 
throw into confusion or disorder, upset, disarrange, 
derange, disconcert. 

c 1645 Howell Lett. (1892) IL 658 These sad confusions. . 
haveso unhing’d, .tumbled and dislocated ail things, a x66x 
Fuller Worthies , Barkshire 1. (1662) 85 Since our Civil 
Wars hath lately dislocated all relations. 17x9 De Foe 
Crusoe (1840) II. 1. 7 , 1 was . . desolate and dislocated in the 
world by the loss of her. 1825 T, Jefferson Autobiog. 
Wks. 1859 I. 73 He contrived to dislocate all their military 
plans. 1877 E. R. Conder Bas. Faith ii, 61 In the violent 
strain put upon his mind, its balance is dislocated. 1889 
Spectator 9 Nov., That will dislocate the trade of the port. 
Hence Drslocating ppl. a. 

1863 Kinglake Crimea I. 484 This perturbing and dislo- 
cating course of action. 

Di'slocat e&ippl.a. [f. prec. + -ED 1.] Dis- 
placed; put out of position ; out of joint ; dis- 
arranged ; having the continuity broken and the 
parts displaced, as a line or stratum : see the 
verb. .■ 

1605 Chapman All Fools iii. i, The incision Is not deep 
nor the orifice exorbitant, the pericranion is not dislocated. 
1659 V ulg. Errors Censured 35 It was he that , . cured 
Diodorus of. .his dislocated member [shoulder out of joint], 
X793 J. Beresford in Looker-on (1794) III. No. 85. 360 Barts 
..not already occupied by the dislocated Frederick. 1830 
Lindley Nat. Syst. Bot. 295 A kind of dislocated calyx. 
X854 Hooker Himal. Jrnls. I. xi. 253 Much-crumpled and 
dislocated gneiss. 1874 Stubbs Const. Hist. I. iv. 61 The 
dislocated state of Britain seems, .to have made way for the 
conquerors. 

Hence Di*slocatedly adv. ; Dislocatedness, the 
condition of being displaced. 

1827 Bentham Const. Code n. vi. § 30 From the situation 
of Member of theLegislative Assembly, causes of dislocated- 
ness are these-— 1. Resignation . . 5 Mental derangement. 
1883 American VI. 377 [They] intrude dislocatedly into 
Mr. Riley's landscapes. 
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Dislocate©*, nonce-wd. ' [f. Dislocate v. + 
^EE.] One who is dislocated or displaced. 

1827 Bentham Const, Code n. ix §18. 294/1 Dislocation is 
. . removal from an official situation, without consent of the 
dislocatee, and without his being located in any other. 

Dislocation (disl<?k<F‘Jbn). [a. OF. dislocation 
(1.4th c. in Littre), or ad. med.L. dislocdtidn-em, n, 
of action f. dislocare to Dislocate.] The action 
of dislocating, or condition of being dislocated. 

I. Displacement; removal from its proper {or 
former) place or location. 

1604 R. Cawdrey Table A Iph., Dislocation , setting out of 
right place. 1614 Raleigh Hist . World n. 216 Which pre- 
venteth such dislocation of the Moneths. 1646 Unhappy 
Game at Scotch $ Eng. 14 The dislocation of the Kings 
person by his personall will all this while from the two 
Houses of Parliament. 1846 Grote Greece 1, xiv. (1862) II, 
■^38 Those violent dislocations of inhabitants. x 835 Willis 
& Clark Cambr. III. 463 There Has been much dislocation 
of the glass [in the windows of Jesus College Library]. 

b. spec. Displacement of a bone from its natural 
position in the joint ; luxation. (Formerly, more 
widely, displacement of any bodily part or organ.) 

c 1400 Lanfranc's Cirurg. 303 It is sett ypon J>e region 
of he worn be for fallinge of j?e mans, is clepid dislo- 
cacioun of he man’s. Ibid. 322 Dislocacioun of herigboonys 
is a greuous sijknes. 1541 R. Copland Guydods Quest. 
Chirurg., Demaunde. Yf all the membres may regenerate 
after theyr perdicion, & knytte agayne after theyr dislo- 
cacion? 1659 Vulg. Errors Censured 35 His Shoulder- bone 
suffering a dislocation, 1707 Land. Gaz. N o. 4362/4 Lost. . 
a,,. Greyhound Bitch ..a Dislocation in her Neck, which 
causes a Bone to stand up. 1842 Abdy Water Cure i. (1843) 
1 A slight pain, which I could no otherwise describe than as 
the sensation of a slight dislocation, 

0. GeoL A displacement in a stratum or series 
of strata caused by a fracture, with upheaval or 
subsidence of one or both parts ; a fault. 

1695 Woodward Nat. Hist. Earth 11. (1723) 91 This Dis- 
ruption, and Dislocation of the Strata. 1849 Murchison 
Sjluria Hi. 53 The black schists . . are there insulated by 
a powerful dislocation. 1880 Carpenter in T9 tk Cent. 
No. 38. 598 Earthquake phenomena involving extensive dis- 
locations of the crust. 

d. MU. The distribution of the several corps 
composing an army to a number of garrisons, 
camps, etc, 

1808 Wellington in Gurw. Desp. IY. 33 His Majesty has 
„ . been, pleased to command that the following should be 
the outline of the dislocation of the troops. 1842 Alison 
Hist. Europe (1849-50) XII. lxxxii. 258 A very considerable 
dislocation of the forces which had combated at Leipsic 
immediately took place. 1883 Manch. Exam. 19 Dec. 4/6 
The dislocation of Russian troops on the Austrian frontier 
had begun to assume . . significant proportions. 

2 : Jig . Displacement of parts or elements; dis- 
arrangement (of something immaterial) ; a con- 
fused or disordered state. 

i6S9 0 . Walker Oratory 51 Causing a harsh superfluity, 
or else forcing a dislocation of the words. 1778 Bp. Lowth 
Trans l. Isaiah Notes (ed. 12} 203 This whole passage .. 
healed of the dislocation which it suffers by the absurd 
division of the chapters, i860 Pusey Min. Proph, 290 The 
qtter dislocation of society. 1862 Merivale Rom. Emp. 
(1865) IV. xxxiii. 91 A dislocation of all social principles. 

3 . attrib ., as Dislocation forceps . 

1885 in Syd. Soc. Lex. 

lienee Disloca*txonalIy adv., by way of disloca- 
tion or displacement. 

1827 Bentham Const. Code n. viii. § 5 The omission is. .an 
anti-constitutional offence . . and, punitionally . . as well as 
dislocationally, every offender is responsible. 

Di* siccative , a. rare. [f. med.L. dislocat- 
ppl. stem of dislocare to Dislocate + ive.] 
S . rving to dislocate or remove from its place. Also 
ellipt. as “displacing power. 

1827 Bentham Const, Code n, v. § 2 Dislocative function : 
exercised by dislocating, out of the situation in question, the 
functionary therein located. Ibid. u. vi. § 30 Dislocation, 
by his constituents, in virtue of their incidental dislocative, 
Bi slocator (drsltfk^tai). [agent-11, in L. form 
f. Dislocate v. : see -on.] One who dislocates. 

1818 Sir A. Cooper Surg. Ess. 1. Dislocations (ed. 3) 16 
One of those people called bone-setters (but who ought 
rather to be called dislocators). 

Bislocatory (drslak^tori), a. [f. L. dislocat- 
ppi. stem of dislocare'. see -ory.] Having the 
effect of dislocating ; producing dislocation. 

1870 E. L. Garbett in Eng. Meek, xi Mar. 625 /i A frozen 
pond ..roughened by dislocatory cracks. i88x E. Warren 
Laughing Eyes (1890) 64 The mistress, .had no notion of 
dislocatory attitudes on damp grass. 

Bislock (dislp'k), v. Obs. or Sc. Also 7 dis- 
loke. [In form disloke app. ad. F. disloquer (1549 
in Hatz.-Darm.), ad. med.L. dislocare to Dislo- 
cate ; in ioimdislock, app. associated with Lock sa] 
— Dislocate v. 

. 1609 J. Davies Holy Roode (1876) 20 (D.) His bones and 
joints.. With rankings quite disloked and distracted. 1830 
Galt Laurie T. in. v. 100 Many a joint-dislocking jolt. 

Dislodge (dislffdg), v. Also 5 disloggen, 
f-6 des-, disloge, des-, dyslodge, 6 Sc. disluge. 
[a. OF. desloger , -logier to leave or to cause to leave 
a lodging-place, f. des~, Dis- 4 + loger to Lodge.] 

1 . trans. To remove or turn out of a place of 
lodgement ; to displace, a. generally. 

a 1500 Chaucer’s Dreme 2125 Whan every thought and 
every sorrow Dislodged was out of mine herte. 1579 Spenser 
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Sheph. Cal. Dec. 32 How often haue I scaled , the craggie 
Oke All to dislodge the Rauen of her neste. 1641 Bp. 
Hall Rem. Whs. (1660)71 Rivers changed, Seas dislodged. 
Earth opening. 1645 — Remedy Discontents 151, I must 
be dislodged of my former habitation. 1791 ‘ G. Gambado 
Ann. Horsem. vi. (1809) 03 [A horse] kicking . .at such a 
rate, as to dislodge the Bagman that bestrides him. 1831 
J, w. Croker in Croker Papers x Mar., It would be mad- 
ness to dislodge the present Ministry. 1871 L. ; Stephen 
Playgr. Europe v. (1894) I2 7 Every stone we dislodged 
went bounding rapidly down the side of the slope. 

+ b. Mil. To shift the position of (a force) ; 
ref. to shift one’s quarters. Obs. 

c 1477 Caxton Jason 27 b, He hadde not entencion for to 
disloge him n e 1 0 reyse h is siege. 1568 G rafton Chron. 1 1 . 
240 At night, the French King dislodged his armie, and 
departed. 1607 Shaks. Cor. v. iv. 44 The Volcians are 
dislodg’d and Marcius gone. 1670 Dryden 1 st Pi. Conq. 
Granada m. I, The Christians are dislodg'd ; what Foe is near? 

C. Mil. To drive (a foe) out of his position. 
c 1450 Loneucii Grail xliv. 435 Hem to disloggen in this 
plas, It were best thorwh goddis gras. 1639 B. Harris 
ParivaTs Iron Age 155 The Spanish Army drew towards 
him, to dislodge him from thence. 1783 Watson Philip I II 
(1839) 23 Judging it necessary . . to dislodge the Spaniards 
from their fortifications. 1839 Thirlwall Greece VI. 169 
He had dislodged the barbarians from the position which 
they had taken up. .and made himself master of the pass, 
d. Hunting. To drive (a, beast) out of its lair. 
1610 Guillim Heraldry m. xiv. (1660) x66 You shall say 
Dislodge the Buck. 1634 Sir T. . Herbert Trav. 56 The 
two and twentieth day we dislodged a wilde Bore. 1827 
Wordsw. Go back to Antique Ages f While, to dislodge his 
game, cities are sacked. [1876 Smiles Sc. Natur. vi, 96 A 
badger endeavoured to dislodge him, showing his teeth.) 

2 . intr. (for ref.) To go away from one’s lodging 
or abode ; to quit the place where one is lodged ; 
to remove, a. gen. Of persons and things. 

1520 St, Papers Hen. Villi VI. 56 The daunces ... con- 
tinued . . unto thre of the clocke in the.mornyng: whiche.. 
made the Ladyes more unmete to dislodge at the daye 
appoynctyd. I5 z8Lyndksay Dreme 969 In the lawland I 
come, .And purposit thare to mak ray residence ; Bot singu- 
lar proffect gart me soune disluge. 1653 H. Cogan tr. 
Pinto's Trav. lxi. 249 Proclaimed, that all persons, .should 
upon pain of death dislodge speedily out of the Island. 
1668 Howe Bless. Righteous (1825) 309 Your souls will dis- 
lodge from this earthly tabernacle.. 1761 Hume Hist. Eng. 
II. xxvii. 130 Many of the inhabitants of Paris began to 
dislodge. 1882 Mario Garibaldi in Macm . Mag. XLVI. 
247 Dislodge immediately from the convent. 

fb. Mil. To leave a place of encampment. Obs. 
c 1489 Caxton Sonnes of Aynion xx. 446 He commaunded 
that his oste shold dyslodge. c 1500 Melusine xxvi. 277 
The next day . .after the masse herd, desloged the vanward. 
1591 Garrard Art Warre 168 In the morning when they 
dislodge, and at night when they encampe. 1667 Milton 
P. L. v. 669 He [Satan] resolv’d With all his Legions to 
dislodge. 1761-2 Hume Hist. Eng. (1806) IV, lvi. 309 Dis- 
lodging from Thame and Aylesbury . . he thought it proper 
to retreat nearer London. 

f c. Hunting. Of a beast of the chase : To leave 
its resting-place. Obs . 

1674 N. Cox Gent. Recreat. i. (1677) 71 If they [harts] 
chance once to vent the Hunts-man or the Hound, they will 
instantly dislodge. 

Hence Dislo'dged ppl. a. } Dislo'dging vbl. sb. 
and ppl. a. 

1523 Ld. Berners Froiss. I. ccxi. 254 Whan the frenche- 
men . . sawe the dyslodgynge of the Englysshe oost. ^ 1602 
Marston Antonio’s Rev. hi. iii. Wks. 1856 I. xxx His dis- 
lodg'd sou le is fled. 1641 Earl Strafford Let. to Chas. /, 
4 May in Rushw. Hist. Coll, (1692) 111. I. 251, .1 forgive all 
the World, with Calmness and Meekness of infinite Con- 
tentment to my dislodging Soul. 1737 L, Clarke Hist. 
Bible 11, .(1740) 151 This was the order of their incamping. 
The manner of their dislodging was thus. 1832 G. Downes 
Lett. Cont. Countries I* 84 Among the dislodged was an 
elderly female, .who bitterly deplored her lot, 

t Dislo dge, sb. Obs. [f. prec.] The fact of 
being dislodged ; dislodgement. 

1587 Turberv. Venirous Lover y $c. (R.) Show how long 
dislodge hath bred Our cruell cutting smart. 

Dislodgement, -lodgment (dislp-d^ment). 
[f. Dislodge v. + -ment ; cf. F . dflogement, older 
des-.] The act of dislodging ; removal of anything 
from the place where it is lodged ; displacement. 

1728 Morgan Algiers II. iv. 267 He told them, their Dis- 
lodgement was resolved on, 1737 b. Clarke Hist. Bible n, 
They continued thereabout, making . . eighteen several Re- 
moves or Dislodgments, and at last they returned to Kadesh 
Barnea. 1864 in Webster. 1870 Echo ix Nov., The chance 
djslodgement of a party of Prussians by a band of Franc- 
tireurs. 1876 Bartholow Mat. Med. (1879) 457 [Sulphate of 
Copper] also occasionally used in croup, to effect the dis- 
lodgment of the false membrane. 

Dislogistic, erron. f. Dyslogistic. 
tDiSlorgn, v. Obs. [a. OF. desloignier to 
remove or withdraw to a distance, f, des-, Dis- 1 
+ loin far : cf. eloigner J Exemplified in pa, pple. 
Dislorgned [~ OF. desloignif], removed to a dis- 
tance ; distant, remote, far off. 

1396 Spenser F. Q. iv. x. 24 Low looking dales, disloignd 
from common gaze. 

Disloke : see Dislock. 

Dislo*ve, sb. Obs. or nonce-wa. [Dis- 9.] The 
reverse or undoing of love ; unfriendliness, hatred. 

4x533 Ld. Berners Gold. Bk. M. Auril. (1546) Ooij, 
Disloue in thee, causeth the hope doubtfull in me. i$ 6 z 
Child Marriages xi Then dislove fell betwene them. 1823 
W.. Taylor^ SayePs Whs. I. p. lxxviii, Agitated by various 
lo.vcs apd dis-loves. 


t Dislo'va, V- Obs. [Dis- d.] trans. Not to 
love ; to withdraw one’s love from. 

1568 North Gueuaras Diall Pr. iv. iv. xi6 b, I care not if 
all Greece hate and dysloue mee. 1382 Ibid. iv. xii. 409 b, 
Dispraised, defamed, disloued,' and ill thought of of ail. 
1632 J. Hayward tr. Biondls Ercmeha 180 Which he so 
loved, as for it he disloved everything else. 

Disloyal (disloral), a. {sb;) [a. OF. desloial, 

f. des-, Dis- 4 + loial Loyal. Cf. also Disleal.] 
Not loyal ; false to one’s allegiance or obligations; 
unfaithful, faithless, perfidious, treacherous. 

a. Unfaithful to the obligations of friendship or 
honour, to the marriage tie, etc. (Common in early 
use: now somewhat rare.) 

CJ47P Caxton Jason 53 Certes fayr sire Jason ansuerede 
the disloyal and untrue Peleus [etc.]. 1381 Pettie tr. 

Guazso's Civ. Cony. 1. (1586) e6b, The Greekes though 
singuler in learning and eloquence, yet are they disloiall 
and faithlesse. 1390 Spenser F. Q. ii, vii. 22 Disloyall 
Treason, and hart-burning Hate. 1593 Shaks. Rich. II, v. 
ii. 105 Thou do’st suspect That I haue bene disloyall to thy 
bed. 1639 S. Du Verger tr. Cantus’ Admir. Events 51 
The demeanure of his disloyall wife. S844 Mrs. Browning 
Flower in Let. iv. Without a thought disloyal. 

b. Untrue to one’s allegiance ; wanting in loyalty 
to the government or to constituted authority. 

1585 Abp. Sandys Serin. (1841) 200 Absolon rebelled, .but 
God quickly paid him that which was due to his rebellious 
and disloyal attempts. 1634 Prynnk Documents agst. 
Prynne (Camden) 48 Executed by your Lordship as sedi- 
tious and disloyall. 1667 JMilton P. L. in. 204 Man dis- 
obeying, Disloyal breaks his fealtie, and sinns Against the 
high Supremacie of Heav’n. 1673 [R. Leigh] Tramp. R eh. 
146 His malicious and disloyal reflections on the late Kings 
Reign. 1711 Hearne Collect. (Oxf. Hist. Soc.) III. 222 
Disloyal Whiggs dispatch and goe, And visit Noll and Will 
below 1 1837 J. H. Newman Par. Sernt. (1839) I, xv. 225 
Disloyal to the authority of God. 

1 13 . sb. A disloyal person ; a traitor, rebel. Obs. 
x6xx Speed Hist. Gt. Brit. ix. xxii. (1632) X112 The bat- 
tell of the disloyals, 1651 tr. De las Coveras ' Hist. Don 
Fettise 302, 1 desired to see this disloyall yet once. Ibid. 303. 

Hence Disloyalist, a person disloyal or dis- 
affected to the government. 

1883 Pall Mall G. 10 June xo/x Two organized bands of 
disloyalists indulged in hostile manifestations. 1886 J. 
Cook in Advance (Boston) 18 Feb. 99 As dangerous in his 
character of a disloyalist as that of a polygamist. 

Disloyally, adv. [f. prec. 4 -LY 2 .] In a 
disloyal manner, with disloyalty; with viola- 
tion of one’s allegiance or obligations ; unfaith- 
fully. 

[Ellis Orig. Lett. Ser. 11. I. 58 (dated 14x7, but extant 
only in alleged transcript of c 1600), And after that dis- 
loyally rose up agayn in warres,] 1332 Huloet, Disloy- 
allye, perfide. 1378 Chr. Prayers in Priv. Prayers (1851) 
464 Setting .. subjects disloyally to rebel against their 
princes. 1654 tr. Scudery's Curia Pol. 2 Had they all 
disloyally revolted. 1884 Freeman in Manch. Guardian 
22 Sept, s/6 The body which thus disloyally, almost re* 
belliously, flouted the crown. 

f Disloyalness. Obs. rare. [-NESS.] *=next. 

1586 Ferne Blaz. Gentrie 138 A disloyalnesse of heart. 
1727 Bailey vol. II, Disloyalness , disloyalty. 

Disloyalty (disloralli). Also 5 des-, dis- 
loyalte, 6-7 -tie. [ad. OF. desloyaute, desloyaulte, 
earlier desloialteit (mod.F. delay aute), f. desloyal , 
Disloyal; cf. loyal, loyalty .] The quality of 
being disloyal ; unfaithfulness, falseness. 

1481 Caxton Godfrey 167 Whan the disloyalte and false- 
nes of mahomet ran thurgh thoryent 1483 — G. de 
la Tour E viijb, He slewe his broder Amon that suche 
desloyalte and untrouth had done to his Suster. 1548 Hall 
Chron., Edw. IV (an. 15) 237 b, Your moste renoumed 
name, by suche a desloialtie, and untruthe against promise, 
to be both blotted and stained. 1399 Shaks. Much Ado n. 
i. 49 There shall appeare such seeming truths of Heroes 
disloyaltie, that iealousie shall he cal’d assurance. 1712 
Addison Sped. No. 397 r 5 This Princess was then under 
Prosecution for Disloyalty to the King's Bed, 1874 Morley 
Compromise (1886) 90 The infidelity to truth, the disloyalty 
to one’s own. intelligence. 

b. Now esp. Violation of allegiance or duty to 
one’s sovereign, state, or government. 

1600 E. Blount tr. Conestaggio 195 Some . . charged him 
with disloyaltie, saying that he would not fight, having 
beene corrupted. 1647 N. Bacon Disc. Govt. Eng. 1. lvn. 
(1739) 106 Although Richard the First forgot this man's 
disloyalty, yet God remembred it. 1821 Southey Vision 
Judgern. v. Discontent and disloyalty, like the teeth of the 
dragon, He had sown on the winds. 1844 H. H. Wilson 
Brit. India II, 385 Several of the Sipahis . . suffered the 
penalty of their disloyalty. 

e. with pi. A disloyal act or proceeding. 

1659 B. Harris ParivaCs Iron Age 216 The. Earle of 
Holland, repenting himself of his great disloyalties, began 
[etc.]. 1697 C. Leslie Snake in Grass fed. 2) 369 To upbraid 
the Presbyterians, .with their former Disloyalties. ^ 

Dislirne, v. nonce-wd. [f. Dis- 4 + L. liina the 
moon.] trans. To cure of lunacy. 

x88t A. J. Duffield Don Quixote III. Ixiv. 641 He 
wondered if Rozinante would remain humpbacked or not, 
or his master dislocated : it had been no small fortune had 
he been disluned. [Sp. deslocado, f. loco mad, ‘cracked \] 

i Disltrstre, sb, Obs. [Dis- 9.] Loss ot 
deprivation of lustre ; something that dims 
lustre.' ■ ■ 

1656 Finett For. A mbass. 151 To exclude the Venetian, 
that he might not by his Presence be a dis-lustre to him m 
his march. 1667 Waterhouse Fire Lond. 139 Do not glory 
in her mines, trample not upon her dislustre. 


BISLUSTBE* 

Dislustre (dislzrstai), v. [Dis- 7 a.] 

1. trans. To deprive of lustre or brightness ; to 
dim, sully. Hence Dislirstred///. a. 

1638 Baker tr. Balzac's Lett. (1654) II, 25 To dislustre so 
pure a matter with the Impression of so black a vapour. 
1634 W. Mountague Devout Ess. 11. vi. § 3 (R.) All those 
glittering passions . . get their lustre in the absence of that 
intellectual light, which as soon as it appears, deads and 
dislustres them. _ 1667 Digby Elvira v. iv, Whose character 
would it not dislustre ? 1868 Lowell Willows ii, Her 

[May’s] budding breasts and wan dislustered front. 

2 . intr. To lose its lustre. 

1890 R. Bridges Shorter Poems 1 v. 15 When their bloom 
Dislustres. # 

Bismade, -maid, -maiede, obs. ff. Dismayed. 
f Bisma*gn, v. Obs . noncc-wd . [f. Dis- 8 + L. 
magn-us great ] trans. To deprive of greatness. 

1657 Reeve God's Plea 207 It doth grieve me to see how 
great things are deampled and dismagned amongst you. 

t Bismai'den, v. Obs. rare. [Dis- 7 b.] trans. 
To deprive of maidenhood ; to devirginate. 

1603 Florio Montaigne in. xiii. (1632) 629 At the dismay- 
denlng of their wives. 

BismaiT, V. arch. [a. OF. desmaille-r, f. des-, 
Dis- 4 + maille Mail, armour ; cf. It. dismagliare, 
obs. Sp. destnallar .] trans. To divest of mail or 
armour ; to break or strip the mail off. 

£•1450 Merlin 207 Thei perced haubrekes, and dismailed, 
and many ther were throwen to grounde. 1485 Caxton 
Ckas. Gt. 69 Hys helme was desmaylled & broken. 1590 
Spenser F. Q. n. vi. 29 Their mightie strokes their haber- 
jeons dismayld, 1848 J. A. Carlyle tr. Dante's Inferno 
353 0 thou, .who with thy lingers dismailest thyself. 

Dismain (dism^-n), v. [Dis- 8.] trans. To 
deprive of the legal status of being a main road. 

1886 Kent Herald 21 Oct. 2/r That the Local Government 
Board be asked to hold an enquiry with a view to dismain 
a road. 1893 Bristol 'Dimes 15 Apr. 7/5 The proposal to 
dismain a portion of the main road situated at Berkeley. 

Dismal (di'zmal), sbf and 2 and a. Forms: 
4-7 dismail, 4-5 dis (e) male, 5 dysmal, -mel, 
-mol, 6 diesmoll, dismold(e, 6-7 Sc. dismail, 
6 - dismal. [Mentioned in 1256 as the English or 
Anglo-French name for Fr. les mats jours', whence 
it appears to be OF. dis mal — L. dies mali evil 
days, unlucky days. It was thus originally a sub- 
stantive of collective meaning ; when 1 day 9 was 
added, making * dismal days (cf. 4 summer days,' 
■* winter days'), its attributive use passed into an 
adjective, and, its original application being ob- 
scured, it was finally before 1600 extended from 
day , days, to be a general attribute. See Note at 
end of this article.] 

A. rA 1 (The original use.) 

f L The dies mali , evil, unlucky, or unpropitions 
days, of the mediaeval calendar, called also dies 
NEgyptiaci, 1 Egipcian daies ’ (see Egyptian i b) ; 
hence, by extension, Evil days (generally), days of 
disaster, gloom, or depression, the days of old age. 

The dies mali were Jan. x, 25 ; Feb. 4, 26 ; March 1, 28 ; 
April 10, 20; May 3, 25 ; June 10, 16 ; July 13, 22 ; Aug. i, 
30; Sept. 3, 21 ; Oct. 3, 22; Nov. 5, 28; Dec. 7, 22. 
They are said to have been called * Egyptian days’ because 
first discovered or computed by Egyptian astrologers ; 
though some mediaeval writers connected them with the 
plagues of ancient Egypt (cf. the Chaucer quot. 1369, where 
the word appears to be treated as OF. dis mal , ten evils, or 
plagues,, pldgie ; see Prof. Skeat’s note, Chaucer I. 493); 
some, still more fancifully, associated them with the gloom 
of ‘ Egyptian ’ darkness. 

[1256 see Note below.] c *300 Langtoft's Chron. (Rolls II. 
258), Cambr. MS. Gg. I. i. (c 1310^, (Satirical Verses on 
Baliol).Begkot an bride, Rede him at ride In the dismale 
[rime lialej. c 1369 Chaucer Dethe Blaunche 1206, I trovve 
hyt was in the dismalle. That was the .x. woundes of Egipte. 
a 1400 Pystyll of Susan 305 pou hast I be presedent, pe peple 
to steere, J>ou detest now on fun olde tos in pe dismale tv. rr. 
in pin olde days, in pin elde]. c 1400 A pot. Loll. 93 A way- 
tip not pets Egipcian daies, pat we call dysmal. 

B. adj. [orig. attributive use of A.] 

f l. Of days : Of or belonging to the dies mali ; 
unlucky, un propitious. Obs. 

c 1400 Beryn 650 So trewly for the Pardonere, it was a dismol 
day. £1420 LviiG.Slory 77 «*^ 111.(1561) 370a/! Herdisemale 
dates and her fatal houres. 1548 Cranmer Catech. B vj b, 
Other .. thinke that when the Sonne, Moone, or any other 
planetes is in this or y fc signe, it is an vnlucky thing to enter- 
prise this or that, and vpon such dismolde dates (as they 
call them) they will begin no new enterprise. 1552 Huloet, 
Dismail dayes, airi dies , dies AEgiptiaci. 1560 Bt*. J. Pit* 
kington hxp. Aggeus i. B vxij b. Why shall we then be 
bolde to call them euyll, infortunate, and dysmall dayes?.. 
Why shal they not prosper on those dayes, as well as on 
other? 1576 Fleming Panopl. Epist. 24 If she had now 
escaped her . cHsmall daye : yet, doubtlesse . . within a fewe 
yeares her life would have ended. 1590 Spenser F. Q. it. 
vtt. 26 -An ugly feend, more fowle than dismail day. 1608 
Bp. Hall Char. Virtues 4 V . 88 {Superstitions) If his 
journey began . . on the dismail day ; or if he stumbled at 
the threshold. 1618 Bolton Floras 12 Hee .. distinguish^ 
the yeere into twelue months, and markt out which dayes 
v y®. r , e , Itickie, and which were dismail. [1738 Birch Life 
Milton M.’s Wks. 173S I. 75 Before that dismal 30th of 
i^ldary that his Majesty’s Life Was taken away,] ^ 

+ 2 . Of other things : Boding or bringing misfor- 
tune and disaster ; unlucky, sinister, malign, fata]. 

*588 Greene Perimedes-y ' Seest thou not a dismail •»« 
flaence, to inflict a dispairtng chaos of confused mishaps. 
*S93 Shaks. 3 Hen. VI, it. vi. 58 Now death shall stop his 
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dismail threatning sound, And his ill-boading tongue, no 
more shall speake. Ibid. in. ii. 41 A Rauens Note, Whose 
dismail tune bereft my Vitall powres. 1633 J. Hayward tr. 
Biondi’s Eromena 139 Such like love . ..could not prove to 
her otherwise than dismail and unluckie.. [1664 Dryden 
Rival Ladies v. iii, It was that dismal Night Which tore 
my Anchor up.J 

o. Of the nature of misfortune or disaster; 
disastrous, calamitous. (Now rare , and associated 
with sense 5.) 

1592 Shaks. Rom. <$• Jul. iv. iii. 19 My dismail Sceane, I 
needs must act alone. 1599 T. M[oufet] Silkwormes 37 
A little dismail fire whole townes hath burnd, A little winde 
doth spread that dismail fire. 1638 Sir T. Herbert I rav. 
(ed. 2) 188 Many dismail showres of Darts and stones. 1655 
Stanley Hist. Philos. Biog. (1701) 13 Epilepsies, Convul- 
sions and other Dismal and Affrighting Distempers. 1713 
Addison Sped. No. 418 P 6 Torments, Wounds, Deaths, and 
the like dismal Accidents. 1777 Watson Philip II (1793) 
II. xii. 91 Involved in this dismal catastrophe. 1856 Mrs. 
Browning Aur. Leigh v. 433 If this then be success, 't is 
dismaller Than any failures. 

4 . Causing dismay ; terrible, dreadful, dire. Now 
in weakened sense (associated with 5) : Causing 
gloom or dejection, depressing, wretched, miserable. 

1588 Shaks. Tit. A. in. i. 262 Be this dismail sight The 
closing vp of our most wretched eyes. 1605 — Macb. v. v. 
12 My Fell of haire Would at a dismail Treatise rowze, and 
stirre As life were in’t. 1686 Horneck Crucif Jesus ii. 24 
The Devil appeared unto him in a., most dismal shape. 
1728 Pope Dune. iii. 269 Dire is the conflict, dismal is the 
din. X770 Goldsm. Des. Vill. 204 Full well the busy 
whisper circling round Conveyed the dismal tidings when 
he frowned. 1820 W. Irving Sketch Bk. I. 15 The sight of 
this wreck .. gave rise to many dismal anecdotes. 1875 
Jowett Plato (ed. 2) V. 460 These things when spoken to 
a multitude, .take up a dismal length of time. 

5 . Of a character or aspect that causes gloom 
and depression ; depressingly dark, sombre, gloomy, 
dreary, or cheerless. 

Dismal Scief ice, Carlyle’s nickname for Political Economy. 
Great Dismal Swamp (U. S.) : see C. 5. 

1617 Minsheu Duct or, Dismail. .It signifieth also Darke. 
1631 Gouge God’s Arrows i. § 23. 30 On a sudden was 
that faire skie turned into a sulphurious and most dismail 
side. 1634 Sir T. Herbert Trav. 146 Blacke is not knowne 
among them, they say tis dismail and a signe of hell and 
sorrowe, 1696 tr. Du Mont's Voy . Levant 48 The Ghast- 
liness of the Prospect is heighten’d by the Pine-Trees, that 
cast a dismal Shade. 1793 Smeaton Edysione L. § 311 
It looked very dismal and threatening all the time. 1849 
Carlyle Nigger Question, Mjsc. Ess. (1872) VII. 84 The 
Social Science — not a 4 gay science', but a rueful, — which 
finds the secret of this Universe in ‘supply and demand '. . 
what we might call, by way of eminence, the dismal science. 
1850 — Latter-d. Pamph. ^.(1872) 119 Good monitions, as to 
several things, do lie in this Professor of the dismal science. 
1873 Black Pr. Thu lei, What a wild and dismal country was 
this which lay. .all around hinx I 1.882 Garden 28 Jan. 54/2 
The fogs in London this week have been about at their dis- 
maliest. 

fig. 1871 Morley Voltaire (1886) 246 Doctrines which 
had naturally sprung up ia the dismal age when the Catholic 
system acquired substance and shape. 

lb. Of sounds: Dreary, cheerless, woeful. (In late 
use chiefly subjective, as in 6.) 

1593 [see 2]. a 1700 B. E. Diet. Cant. Crete, Dismal 
ditty , a Psalm at the Gallows. 1703 Dampier Voy. III. 131 
Whales . . blowing and making a very dismal noise._ 1719 
De Foe Crusoe (1840) I. xix. 350 The dismailest howlings of 
wolves. 1794 Mrs. Radcliffe Myst. Udolpho i, Afar in the 
woods they raise a dismal shout, a 1839 Praed Poems (1864) 
1. 139 And heard her singing a lively Song, In a very dismal 
tone. 1874 Micklethwaite Mod. Par. Churches 80 The 
dismal groans of the harmonium. 1894 Blackmore Perly - 
cross 56 A dismal wail of anguish. 

0 . Of a character or aspect denoting gloom or 
depression ; (subjectively) gloomy or miserable. 

1703 Bosman Guinea 403 You may be surpriz’d that 
these poor Wretches should wear Hats, Perukes, &c. 
which they do in a very particular dismal manner. <21713 
Burnet Own Time (1766) I. 325 Wrote dismal letters to 
Court. 1766 Goldsm. Vic. W. vu, The only dismal figure 
in a group of merry faces. 1771 Junius Lett. Ixvii. 330, 
I think you should suffer your dismal Countenance to clear 
up. 1837 W. Irving Capt. Bonneville II. 14 Gathering the 
mangled bodies of the slain . . the warriors returned, in dis- 
mal procession, to the village. 

quasi-tfak/. 1757 Mrs. E. Griffith Lett. betw. Henry <§* 
Frances (1767) 1. 64, I fear it was a dismal penned piece. 

C. sb . 2 [Elliptical or absolute use of B.] 

+ 1 . A dismal person, a, The devil, b. A fu- 
neral mute. Obs. 

? <2 1300 Priests of Peblis in Pinkerton Scot. Poems Repr. 
I. 17 yam.) Never bot by the dysinel, or the devil. 1570 
Levin Manip . 13/20 V 8 dismail, detail, diabolus. 1708 R epiy 
SwifPs Biclcersiajf detected Wks. 1755 II. 1. 165 Away .. 
into your flannel gear ., here Is a whole pack of dismals 
coming to you with their black equipage. 

2 . 4 The designation of a mental disease, most 
probably, melancholy * (Jam.), hypochondria. Obs. 

a 1605 Montgomerie Fly ting w. Pohvart 315 The doit 
and the dismail, indifferentlie delt. 
f 3 . pi. Mourning garments. Obs. 

1748 Richardson Clarissa (r8xi) VII. 171 How she would 
have adorned the weeds l . . Such pretty employment in her 
dismals. 1778 Foote Trip Calais iii. Wks. 1799 II. 363 As 
my lady is deck’d out in her dismals, perhaps she may take 
a fancy to faint. ^ 

4 . pi. a. Low spirits, the dumps, the ‘ blues’. 

1762 Foote Lyar 11. Wks. 1799 I. 298 He. .seems entirely 
wrapt up in the dismals, x.777 J. Q. Adams in Earn. Lett. 
(187$) 265 The spleen, the vapors, the dismals, the horrors 
seem to have seized our whole State, a 1834 Lamb Final 
Mem. v. To Mrs. Haslitt 232 When we are ip the dismals 
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there is now no hope from any quarter whatever. 1838 
Marry at Midsh. Easy xxxiii, He has frightened that poor 
old woman into the dismals. X893 Edna Lyall To Right 
the Wrong l. 44 What business have you to indulge in a 
fit of the dismals on this gala-day? 

b. pi. Expressions of gloom or despondency. 

1774 J. Q. Adams Fam. Lett. (1876^ 16 Their mutual re- 
proaches, their declamations.. their triumphs and defiances, 
their dismals and prophecies, are all delusion. _ 
e. pi. Depressing circumstances, miseries. 

1829 Sporting Mag. XXIV. 107 Quitting the dismals, I 
must relate all amusing anecdote. . 1863 Reader 25 Feb. 
221/3 She harps upon the petty annoyances of her dreary 
poverty, and on other dismals of life. 

5 . A local name of dreary tracts of swampy 
land on the eastern sea-board of the United States, 
esp. in North Carolina. 

1763 G. Washington Writ. (1889^ II. 198, 5 miles from the 
aforesaid mills, near to which the Dismal runs. 18x2 H. 
Williams Hist. N. Carolina II. 180 Such are the Dismals, 
so called, and the other great swamps that are numerous in 
the flat country. 1858 Olmsted Slave States 149 The 
‘Great Dismal Swamp V with the smaller ‘ Dismals '..of 
the same character, along the North Carolina Coast. 

D. Comb., as dismal-dreaming. 

1399 Shaks. Pass . Pilgr. 200 And drives away dark dismal- 
dreaming night. 

[Note. As to the identity of dismal with OF. (=AF i) dis 
mal\ — L. dies mali, see Professor Skeat in Trans. PMloL 
Soc. 1888, p. z. Already in 1617, Minsheu (whose own 
memory doubtless recalled the time when dismal was used 
only to qualify days) derived it from ‘ L. dies mains, an euill 
and vnhappie time'. Early corroborative evidence comes 
from OF. and Icelandic sources. (1) The Anglo-French 
Art de Kalender of Rauf de Linham, 1256 (MSS. at Glas- 
gow, Oxford, Cambridge ; extracts printed by M. Paul Meyer 
m his official Rapport on Documents Manuscrits de f an - 
cienne liiterature de la France, Paris 1871, pp. 127-9), has ^ 
passage of sixty lines on the Dies mali, beginning ‘ Ore dirnu 
des joui*s denietz, Quevous dismal {Bodley MS. dismol) ap- 
pelletz’ [Now shall I tell of the forbidden days, Which you 
call disjual], and further on * Dismal les appelent plu sours, 
Ceo est a dire les mals jours* [ Dismal several call them, That 
is to say the evil days]. Here dismal is given as the equi- 
valent of * mals jours ’, evil days. 

(2) A short Icelandic treatise in a Copenhagen MS. (Arna- 
Magnman 350, written 1363, If. 148 a), begins ‘ Her greinir 
urn dismala daga. Tueir ero jeir dagar i huerium manadl 
er at bokmali kallaz dies mali . enn Jat J?ydiz illir dagar ’ 
[Here tells of the dismal days. There are two days in every 
month that in the book-language (Latin) are called dies 
mali, and that is interpreted ‘evil days’]. The word dismal 
is not Norse, and must have been learned from England be- 
fore 1363. In dismala daga, it is probably an adj. accus. 
pi., but may be a sb. gen. pi., ‘days jof the dismals’. Both 
the AF. and the Icelandic treatises give a list of the dis mal 
or dies mali, identical with that given by various mediaeval 
writers, and computable by the mnemonic distich given by 
Du Cange s.v. Dies JEgyptiaci : see sense 1 above. J 

f Di smal, V. Obs . nonce-wd. [f. pree. adj.] 
intr. To feel dismal or melancholy. 

1780 Mad. D’Arblay Diary (1842) I. 344 Miss L. sung 
various old elegies . . O ! how I dismailed in hearing them. 

Dismality (dizmse-liti). [f. Dismal a.+- ity.] 
Dismal quality or state; an instance of this. 

1714 Mandeville Fab. Bees (1725) 1. 291 A beggar, .assists 
his cant with a doleful tone and a study'd dismality of ges- 
tures. 1770 Mad. D'Arblay Diary , Let. Susan Burney 
25 Aug., After ten we took a comfortable walk, which made 
up for our late dismalities. 1867 .Miss Braddon Birds of 
Prey v. iii. The desert of Sahara is somewhat dismal . . biit 
in its dismality there is at least a flavour of romance. 1890 
H. M. Stanley Sp. in Lit. World xi July 33/2 The disman- 
tles of the march from the Albert Nyanza to the East Coast. 

Di'smalize, V. [See -IZB.J trans. To make 
or render dismal. Hence Di-smalized^/. a. 

1734 Lady M. W. Montagu Lei. to Duchess of Portland 
(1809) I, 19 Dismal faces, which by my art I dismalized ten 
times more. 1883 Masson Carlyle L 26 A dull and dismal- 
ised blur of the facts. 

Di’smally, adv. [f. Dismal a. + *ly 2 .] In 
a dismal manner ; dreadfully; gloomily, dolor- 
ously. 

a x66o Hammond Rev. lx. (R.), A lion gaping or yawning 
from his prey, and the blood of it about his mouth, looks 
very dismally. 1670 Eachari) Cent. Clergy 95 If he be 
either notoriously ignorant or dismally poor. 1709 Steele 
Tatler No. 38 F 6, I dismally dread the Multiplication of 
these Mortals under, .a settled Peace. 1794 Words w. Guilt 
§ Sorrow xlii, Dismally tolled that night the city clock ! 
1840 Dickens Barn. Rudge i. The wind howled dismally 
among the bare branches of the trees. 1874 Morley Com- 
promise (1886) X14 Their doctrine was dismally insufficient, 
and sometimes.. directly vicious. 

DTsmalness. [fi as prec. + -ness.] The 
quality of being dismal; depressing dreariness or 
gloom ; dolefulness. 

1620 Shelton Quix. III. xxxiv. 24s The Night came on 
..not so light and calm.. but a certain Dismalness it had. 
1653 Gataker Vind. Amiot. Jer. 42 All the dismalnes . . 
should be over, as soon as the interruption of those radiant 
rayes were rernooved. 1832 Examiner 65/x He is like to the 
raven in . . the dismalness c f his croak. 1879 Black Macleod 
ofD. xv, The dismalness, of being alone here. . eats more and 
more into my heart. ■ 

Bisman (dismarn), v. [f. Dis- 7 + Man 
f 1. trans. To undo as a man ; to deprive of what 
constitutes the man. Obs. 

1627-47 Feltham Resolves l xlvii. 149 Man by death is 
absolutely , divided and disman’d. 1633 Earl Manch. A l 
Mondo (1636) 162 There is no spectacle. . more terrible, than 
to behold a dying man, to stand by, and see a man dis-, 
manned. 1651 N. Bacon Disc. Gotti. Eng. 11. i. (1739) 6 All 
j is faint in that man that hath once dismantled himself. 
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% To deprive (a country, etc.) of men. 

1863 Kjnglake Crimea, I. xiv. 293 This is why 1 have 
chosen to say that France was dismanned. 

t Bismamacle, v, Obs. rare. [DlS- 7 a.] 
tram. To free from manacles or shackles. 

1627-47 Feltham Resolves 311 Till it [the soul] he dis- 
manacled of the clogging flesh, a 1641 Bp. Mountagu Acts 
4* Mon. (1642) 39 Such Caitifes as . . are disraanacled, un- 
shackled, raised up. 

t Dismamd, -matrnd, v. Obs. [ad. Sp. 
desmandar to countermand, red. desmandarse to 
disband, stray from the flock, obs. It. dismandarsi 
‘ in Grison is taken when a horse doth flie or depart 
out of the ring or compasse where he is ridden 3 
(Florio), f. des-, Dis- 4 + mandar, L. mandate to 
command.] reft. To disband, to go off duty. 

1598 Barret Theor, Wa?-res 1 v. i. 98 Vpon small occasions 
doe they dismande themselues. Ibid. 103 Not to suffer any 
souldier. .to dismaunde himselfe.. vntill the whole Regiment 
be all entred. 

t Disma*ngle, v. obs. rare. [Dis- 5.] trans. 
To cut in pieces; = Mangle. Hence fDis- 
ma ngling ppl. a. Obs. 

' 1659 D. Pell Impr. Sea 392 Ships.. in which lye murder- 
ing Guns, mortal engines, and dismantling bullets. Ibid. 
61 1 Decks be-decked with all sorts of dismangling bullets. 
Dismantle (dismze'nt’l), v. [ad. obs. F. des- 
manteller * to take a mans cloake off his backe; 
also, to dismantle, raze, or beat downe the walls 
of a fortresse 5 (Cotgr. 1611), mod.F. ddmanteler , 
f. des- Dis- 4 + manteler to cloak, Mantle.] 

+i- trans . To divest of a mantle or cloak ; to un- 
cloak. lit. and Jig. Also b. intr, (for reft.) Obs. 

1605 Bacon Adv. Learn, 11, xxiii. § 32 He must take heed 
he shew not himselfe dismantelled and exposed to scorne 
and iniury. 1611 Shaks. Wint. T. iv. iv. 666 Muffle your 
face, Dis-mantle you, and . . disliken The truth of your own 
seeming. 1623 Cockf.ram, Dismantle , to vncloath one. 
3691 Norris P rad. Disc. 57 When the warm influence of 
a hke-perswaded Princes Favour, invites him to come abroad 
and dismantle his Secrecies. 

b. 1638 Sir T. Herbert Trav. (ed. 2) 33 A delicious 
streame. .refreshes the fields, forcing Flora to dismantle. 

2 . To divest or strip of (any clothing, covering, 
protection, or the like). 

1602 Shaks. Ham. 11. ii. 293 This Realme dismantled was 
of Ioue himselfe. 3654 H.L’Estrange Chas. 7(1655) 55 
Authority, whereof if Soveraignty be once dismantled, once 
strjpt, she is soon trampled upon. 1674 N. Cox Genii. Re- 
creat. 11. (1677) 1 66 Pluming, is after the Hawk hath seized 
her Prey, and dismantles it of the Feathers. 1784 Cowper 
Task vi. 178 All this uniform uncoloured scene Shall be dis- 
mantled of its fleecy load. 1821 Combe Wife ill. 161 The 
chin dismantled of its beard. 3879 F. Pollok Sport Brit. 
Bnrmah II. 73 Houses, .dismantled of their roofs, 
f 3 . To strip off or remove (that which covers). 
1605 Shaks. Lear 1. i. 220 To dismantle So many folds of 
faupur. 1647 Ward Simp. Cobler (1843) 26 Such exotic 
garbes, as . . dismantles their native lustre. 

4 . To strip (any thing) of the necessary equip- 
ment, furniture, or apparatus, to unfurnish; esp. to 
strip (a fortress) of its defences and equipments ; to 
strip (a vessel) of its sails, rigging, etc., to unrig. 

1601 Holland Pliny 1. 136 The Persians caused this Hyp* 
parenum to be dismantled. 1639 Fuller Holy* War in. iv, 
(1647) 114 Saladine . . dismantled all his cities in the Holy 
land. 1772 Ann. Reg. 237/2 The Favorite frigate shall be 
dismantled, by putting her rudder on shore. 1778 Eng. 
Gazetteer /ed. 2) s. v. Leicester, Before the castle was dis- 
mantled, it was a prodigious building. 1794 Sullivan View 
Nat. II. 198 When Greece was dismantled by the Romans. 
1843 Prescott Mexico (1850) I. 226 One of those tempests 
. . fell with terrible force on the little navy.. dismantling 
some of the ships.^ 3891 T. W. Reid Life La. Houghton L 
x. 449 Engaged, .in dismantling the rooms, .which had been 
for so many years his home in London. 
fig. 3792 W. Roberts Looker-on (1794) T. 431. No. 30 
Calculated .. to dismantle the mind and scatter its materials 
of knowledge. 

5 . To render (fortifications, or the like) useless 
for their purpose ; to pull down, take to pieces, 
destroy, raze. 

3579 Fenton Guicciard. iv. 153 The Florentins . . hound 
them selues . . to dismantle euen to the earth, the bastiilion 
which had so much molested the Siennoys. 1381 Mulcaster 
Positions vi. (1887) 42 Vntill such time, as nature shall dis- 
mantle, and pull downe her selfe. 1653 H. 

Cogan Xx.P into' s Trav.xxxxm. 153 Causing all the walls of 
it to he dismantelled, he razed the place quite to the ground. 
3672 Comber Comp. Temple 1. § 3 (R.) Sin .. defaceth its 
beauty, dismantles its strength, and brings down its highest 
and noblest faculties. 1833 Sir H. Douglas Mi lit. Bridges 
(ed. 3) 371 The gun was dismounted . .the carriage dismantled 
and conveyed piecemeal to the opposite shore. 

Hence Disma ntling 1 vbl. sb . ; Disma'ntler, one 
who dismantles or strips. 

3613 Cotgr., Desmantellement, a dismantling. 1649 Milton 
FJkon. xxi. Wks. (1847) 323/1 For the dismantling of his 
letters he wishes ‘they may he covered with the cloak of 
confusion 1747 Gould Eng. Ants 77 The dismantling of 
the Nymphs is also an additional Task in reference to the 
Workers. 1758 Monthly Rev. 334 The dismantlers of our 
woods and groves. 1889 A thenseum 2 N ov.596/2 The utterly 
wanton dismantling of the Guesten Hall [at Worcester]. 

Dismantled, Ppl a. [f. prec. + -ed k] De- 
prived of clothing, equipment, or fortifications. 

3600 E. Blount tr. Cmestaggio 309 The citie of Angra and 
all other places being dismantled and weake, they had no 
other defence then the landing, a 3800 Cowper Iliad (ed, 2) 
xii. 486 The dismantled wall. 1868 Freeman Norm. Cong. 
(1876) II. viii. 207 He repaired and garrisoned the dismantled 
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fortress. 1879 Farrar St Paul (1883) 244 The driven dis- 
mantled hulk. 

Dismantlement, [f. as prec. + -ment : cf. 
mod.F. dPmant Element, older desmantellement .] 
The act or process of dismantling. 

1870 Daily News 22 Dec., The fortifications on the horse- 
shoe enceinte . . are now also undergoing a vigorous process 
of dismantlement. 2876 Symonds Grk. Poets Ser. n. ix. 332 
Then came the dismantlement of Athens by Lysander. _ 1882 
Standard 14 July, The ultimatum then gave the choice of 
dismantlement or bombardment. 

Disma’rble, zt, [Dis- 7.] trans. To free from 
marble, divest of marble-like appearance. 

1830 W. Taylor Hist. Surv. Germ. Poetry II. 397 Dis- 
mantled, free, he stalks around. 1833 M. Arnold Poems, 
Youth 4- Calm 3 There’s nothing can dismarble now The 
smoothness of that limpid brow. 

t Disma rch, v. Obs. [ad. 16th c. F. des- 
marck-er 1 to step, or goe, backe . . to retire . . loose 
ground* (Cotgr. 1, f. des- Dis- 4 + marcher to 
March.] intr. To march or fall back, to retreat ; 
to march off, retire. Henc e f Disma*rching vbl. sb. 

1396 Life Scanderbcg 225 He [Scanderbeg] dismarched 
therefore with as great secrecy as possible. 1600 Holland 
Livyn. Ixiii. 86 The enemies.. dismarched away [ abeunt ] 
as speedely as they could. 1623 Bingham Xenophon 1 15 To 
dismarch from an enemy, was euer held dishonourable by a 
man of valour. 1635 Barriffe Mil. Discipl. lxxxii. (1643) 
234 Of dismarching, or firing in the Reere. 

t DismaTCh., sb. Obs. rare. [ad. 16th c. F. 
desmarche , f. des marcher : see prec.] A retreat. 

1600 Holland Livy xxv. xxxiii. 574 The enemie . . traced 
him hard at heeles in his dismarch \abenntinm\. 

Disana rk, v. rare. [ad. obs. F. desmarquer 
(now dcmarquer) ‘to take away the marke from’.] 
trans. To deprive of (distinguishing) marks. 

1632 Thomas of Reading in Thoms Prose Rom. (1858) I. 
146 Then before the horse should go from thence, he would 
dismarke him. 1894 Blackw. Mag. Dec. 850/1 Before the 
horse left this, the man dismarked him, cropped his ears, etc. 
Disma'rket, V. [Dis- 7b.] trans. To deprive 
of the legal character and privileges of a market. 

3878 Daily News 13 Dec., The Court proposed to dismarket 
the two existing Leadenhall markets, and had . . applied to 
Parliament for the requisite powers. 

t Disma rry, v. Obs, rare. [ad. 16 th c. F. 
desmarier ‘todiuorce, vnwed, or vnmarrie’ (Cotgr.), 
f. des-, Dis- 4 + marier to Marry.] trans. To 
annul the marriage of. 

3525 Ld. Berners Froiss . II. cxc. [clxxxvl] 583 He was 
dismaryed, and maryed agayne to another gentylwoman. 

t Disma’rsliall, v. Obs . rare. [Dis- 6.] trans. 
To derange, disorder, throw into confusion. 

1630 Drumm. of Hawth. Flowers Sion 31 What was dis- 
marshalled late . . Is now most perfect seen. 

T Bisma’sk, v. Obs. [ad. obs. F. desmasquer 
‘to vnmaske, discouer, pull, or take off his maske* 
(Cotgr.), f. des-, Dis- 4 + masque Mask.] trans. 
To divest of a mask or covering; to unmask. 

1588 Shaks. L. L. L. v. ii, 296 Faire Ladies maskt, are 
Roses in their bud; Dismaskt. .Are Angels vailing clouds, 
or Roses blowne. 1399 Sandys Europae Spec. (1632) 184 Their 
plausible pretences being now dismasked. 1633 T. Staf- 
ford Pac. Hib. i. (1821) 1 To dismaske themselves of that 
cloake of ^ subjection which before they pretended. 1652 
Walton in Relip. Wotton {1672) 213 The Marquess . . 
thought best to dismask his Beard. 

Dismast (dismcrst), v. [f. Dis- 7 a + Mast 
sb . ; cf. F. ddmdter, obs. desmasier (1680 in Hatz.- 
Darm„).] trans. To deprive (a ship) of masts ; to 
break down the masts of. 

3747 Genii. Map. XVII. 486 She fired single guns at 
us, in order to dismast us. 1748 A nson’s Voy. 11. v. 372. 
3823 Lingard Hist. Eng. VI. 17 His ship was quickly dis- 
masted by the superior fire of his adversary. 1843 Prescott 
Mexico (1850) I. 200 A furious storm . . dismasted his ship. 
Hence Disma'sted ppl. a . ; also Bismastmearfc 
[cf. F. dimdtement\ f Bisma*sture, the action of 
dismasting a ship. 

1762 Falconer Shipzvr. it. 749 The hull dismasted there 
awhile may ride. 1783 Arbuthnot in Westm. Mag. IX. 265 
My letter . . will have acquainted their Lordships with the 
..dismasture of the Bedford, in a gale of wind. 1828 
Webster refers to Marshall for Dismastment. 1868 Morris 
Earthly Par. I. 98 Leaky, dismasted, a most helpless prey 
To winds and waves, 

Bisma'tck, V. rare. [Dis- 6.] trans. Not 
to match or suit. Hence Disma'tchmeut. 

3593^ Sylvester Du Bartas 1. v. 907 Blush not (my hook) 
nor think it thee dismatches,To beare about vpon thy paper- 
Tables, Flies, Butterflies, [etc.]. 3847 Mrs. Gore Castles in 
the Air iv. (Hoppe), The dismatchment of the furniture. 

t Bismaw, V. Obs. rare. [Dis- 7 c.] trans. 
To empty out from the maw. 

1620 Shelton Qtux. IV. vii. 50 You may dismaw all -that 
you have in your troubled heart and grieved entrails. 

Dismay (dism^ 1 -), sb, [f. Dismay v. Cf, Sp. 
desmayo a swoon, dismay, Pg. desmaio a fainting 
fit, It. smago (Korting, 2960% from the corresp. vbs.] 
Utter loss of moral courage or resolution in pros- 
pect of danger or difficulty ; faintness of heart from 
terror or from feeling of inability to cope with peril 
or calamity. 

# 3390 Spenser F. Q, it. xi. 41 Awhile he stood in this aston- 
ishment, Yet would he not for all his great dismay Give over 
to effect his first intent, *596 Shaks. Merck. V. hi. ii. 61 
With much more dismay I view the fight, then thou that 


maVst the fray. 1667 Milton P. L. h. 422 Each In others 
count’nance red his own dismay. 3740 Pitt JEneid vin. 
(R.), Ev’n hell’s grim porter shook with dire dismay. 279! 
Cowper Iliad xii. 54 He no dismay Conceives or terror in his 
noble heart. 2836 W. Irving Astoria^ III. 56 Our unfor- 
tunate travellers, contemplated their situation . . in perfect 
dismay. 1838 Thirlwa ll Greece V . xl. 144 An eclipse of the 
sun spread universal dismay at Thebes. 1863 Peo. Eliot 
Romola 1. xii, [She] lifted . .her hands in mute dismay, 
f b. Dismaying influence or operation. Obs. 

2594 Spenser A moretii lxxxvii, I wander as in darkenesse 
of the night, Affrayd of every dangers least dismay. 1596 
— F. Q. v. ii. 50 Like as a ship, whom cruell tempest drives 
Upon a rocke with horrible dismay. 

Dismay (dismF*-), vP Forms: 3-4 demay (e, 

4 demay 30, desmai, 4-5 dismaye, dysmay, 4- 
dismay, (4-6 dismaie, 5 desmay e, dis-, dysamay). 
[Appears to represent an OF. or AF. \ype*des?naier ) 
dimaier (Palsgr. has a pa. pple. dismay d ) =■= Sp. 
desmayar ‘ to dismay, to discourage . . to swonne’ 
(Minsheu), Pg. desmaiar , It. smagare * to trou- 
ble, to vexe, to annoy’ (Florio), Romanic type 
*dismagdre , f. dis-, Dis- 4 + -mag-, app. ad. OHG. 
magan to be powerful or able (see May v.) ; cf. 
Amay, Esmay, representing the ordinary OF. form 
esmaier :—*esemagdre.~\ 

1 . trans. To deprive of moral courage at the 
prospect of peril or trouble ; to appal or paralyze 
with fear or the feeling of being undone; utterly 
to discourage, daunt, or dishearten, reft. + To be 
filled with dismay ; to lose courage entirely. 

1297 R. Glouc. (1724) 356 He wende for)>, and so^te out 
here fon, Some heo fonde ligge slepe, heo demayde hem 
anon. 13. . Guy War*v. (A.)_ 1645 Nowe go}> Gij sore des- 
maid, His woundes him han iuel afreyd. c 1340 Gain. § Gr, 
Knt. 470 Dere dame, to day demay yow neuer. c 2350 Will. 
Palerne 3800 poujh pere be mani mo ban 3e, dismaie 54 
nou^t perfore. 1413 Pilgr. Sonde (Caxton 1483) iv. xxxviii. 
64 He helde hym self abasshed, and desmayed. c 3430 Lydg. 
Chron. Troy v. xxxvi, In herte for loue disamayde. 2377 
B. Googe Heresbach's Husb. m. (1586) 154 That both with 
his barking he may discover, and wi th his sight dismay the 
Theefe. 16x5 J. Stephens Satyr Ess. A viii, Let not this 
dismay Thee. 1781 Gibbon Decl. <$■ F. II. xlvi. 730 The 
enemies were dispersed and dismayed. 1837 Longf. Gold. 
Leg. 1. Chamber in Castle Vautsberg, I heard . . Of your 
maladies.. Which neither astonished nor dismayed me. 

+ 2. To defeat or rout by sudden onslaught. Obs. 
[Cf. 1297 in 1.] 1596 Spenser F. Q. v. ii. 8 He. .there as- 
saies His foe confused. .That horse and man he equally dis- 
maies. Ibid. vi. x. 13 When the bold Centaures made that 
bloudy fray With the fierce Lapithes which did them dismay. 

f 8. intr. To become utterly discouraged or faint- 
hearted. Obs. 

a 13 73 Joseph Arim, 31 Whon Ioseph herde per-of, he had 
hem not demay3en. 1309 Hawes Past. Pleas, xxxtv. v, He 
of good chere, and for nothyng dismaye. 2578 T. N. tr. 
Cong. W. India 227 For all those bragges Cortez dismaide 
not. 2392 Shaks. t Hen. VI, hi. iii. 1 Dismay not (Princes) 
at this accident. 2396 J. Nordf.n (title), A Christian . . In- 
couragement vnto all English Subiects not to dismaie at the 
Spanish Threats. 

t Dismay*, v .’ 2 Obs. nonce-%vd. [f. Dis- 7 a + 
May jA] trans. To strip of May-blossom. 

2610 G. Fletcher Christ's Viet. (1888) 99 And may, dis- 
mayed, Thy coronet must be. 

t Dismay'd, ppl. a. (In Spenser.) Explained 
by editors, for *dismade, i. e. mis-made , mis-shapen. 

2390 Spenser F.Q. ii. xi. 11 Whose hideous shapes^ were 
like to feendes of hell, Some like to houndes, some like to 
Apes, dismayd. 

Dismayed (dism<? 5 *d), ppl . a. Also 4 dLesmaid, 
6 dismade, 6-8 -mai(e)d. [f. Dismay v . 1 + -ED 1 ] 
Overwhelmed with fear, etc. ; appalled. 

25x3 More in Grafton Chron . (1568) II. 765 The Queene 
. . sate alone alowe . . ail desolate, and dismayed. 2562 
Hollybush Horn. A path. 22 a, Then is he holye dismade 
and heavy. 1624 Capt. Smith Virginia v. 196 Newes was 
brought the Gouernor by a dismaied Messenger. 1743 
J. Davidson JEneid viii. 238 Then first our men beheld 
Cacus dismaid. 1849 Macaulay Hist. Eng. I. 218 His 
ardent and unconquerable spirit . . soon roused the courage 
of his dismayed countrymen. 

Bismaye&ness. [f. prec. + -KESS.] Dis- 
mayed state or condition ; utter dispiritedness. 

1571 Golding Calvin on Ps. xxii. 2 Hereupon came that 
dissmaydnesse and dread, which compelled him too crave 
release of death. _ 2603 Holland Plutarch's Mor. 163 That 
shame and dismaiednesse which maketh us that we dare not 
looke a man in the face, a 1649 W inthrop New Eng. (1 853) 
I. 12 There appeared no fear or dismayedness amoung them. 
2701 W. Wotton Hist. Rome i. 19 Never discovering per- 
plexity, dismayedness . . or distrust. 

Dismay *er. [f. Dismay v . + -er 1 .] One who 
dismays or appals. 

1594 Southwell M. Magd. Fun. Teares 26 What gained 
sh.ee by their comming, but . . two dismayers of her hope i 
a 1622 Ainsworth Annot. Ps. liv. 5 (1639) 83 Daunting 
tyrants, terrible dismayers, as Saul and his retinue. 

Dismayful, a. [f. Dismay sb. -1- -ful.] Full 
of or fraught with dismay ; appalling. 

c 1586 C’tess Pembroke Ps. cv. ix, For cheerefull lightes 
dismayfull lightnings shine. 1596 Spenser F. Q. y- xi. 20 
Much dismay’d with that dismayfull sight. 1628 R. Hobart 
Ed 10. II, cix, In that sad dismaifull noure of dying. 187& 
G. Macdonald T. Wingfield vi, That thought of all most 
dismayful. 

Hence Dismayfully in dismay. 

2396 Spenser F. Q. v. viii. 38 From which like mazed* 
deare dismayfully they flew. 
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t Dismaying, vbl. sb. Obs. [f. Dismay v. + 
-ing 1 .] The action of the vb. Dismay ; daunting; 
dismay. 

13. . K. A lis. 2801 Men myghte ther y-seo hondis wrynge 
. . Sway, and gret dismayng. . 1571 Golding Calvin on Ps. 
xlvi. 3 There is no cause of dismaying in y B faythfull. 16 si 
Bible Jer. xlviii. 39 So shall # Moab be a derision, and a dis- ; 
maying to all them about him. 1666 Pepys Diary 4 July, j 
It was pure dismaying and fear which made them, all run 
upon the ‘ Galloper 

Dismaying, ppt a. [-ing 2 .] That dismays. 
1653 Gataker Find, Annot , Jer. 96 They fil mens heds 
with dismaying fears. 1816 Scott Bl. Dwarf % They pre- 
sen ted themselves with a readiness which he felt to be some- 
what dismaying. 1817 Shelley Rev . Islam n. xix, To tread 
life’s dismaying wilderness Without one smile to cheer. 
Hence f Dismayingly adv. Obs . 

1731 Bailey, Dismayingly , dishearteningly, 

Dismayl(e, obs. form of Dismail v. 
t Dismayment. Obs . [f. Dismay v. + -ment.] 
-Dismay $b ., dismaying. 

1600 F. Walker Sp. Mandeville 66b, He. .bad him be of 
good courage, and shake off that dismaiment. a 1640 W. 
Fenner Sctcr. Fait /full (1648) 39 A base dismayment of 
spirit below or beneath the strength that is in a man. 164a 
Rogers Naaman 45 Naaman heere had his dismaiments. 
Disme (daim), var, of Dime sb. and v. The sb ., 
besides its historical use in the senses ‘ tenth’ and 
‘tithe’, is used, in the earliest Eng. book on the 
subject, for ‘ Decimal arithmetic also attrib. or 
as adj. = ‘ decimal ’. 

1608 A. Norton {title) Disme : The Art of Tenths, or De- 
ciraall Arithmeticke . .invented by Simon Stevin. Ibid. C j b, 
Disme is a kind of Arithmeticke, invented by the tenth pro- 
gression , . by which also all accounts . . are dispatched by 
whole numbers, without fractions or broken numbers. Ibid. 
C ij b, The numbers of the second and third Definitions be- 
fore-going [*364, *3759] are generally called Disme numbers. 
Ibid., There are 3 orders of Disme numbers giuen. 
f Dismea-nor, v . Obs. [f. Dis- 7 + meanour 
in Demeanour : cf. Mismeanoue.] To misbehave, 
misconduct (oneself). 

1598 Barret The or. Warres iv. i. 102 Taking, .care, .the 
souldiers dismeanour not themselues, 

t Dismea*sxirable, a. Obs. Also des-. [a. 
OF . desnusiirabU (in Godef.), f. des-, Dm- 4 + 
mesurable Measurable.] Beyond measure, im- 
moderate, excessive. Hence Dismea*surably adv., 
immoderately, excessively. 

1474 Caxton Chesse m. vii. H viij, I make them liue in 
misery that I see lyue dismeasurably. cxyjj — Jason 16 
To whom he gaf so demesurable a stroke in the middes of 
his shelde that he perced hit. Ibid. 31 To the knight., 
he gaf a strode so dismesurably that he clefte his hede. 

t Dismea*sure, a. Obs. rare. In 5 dysme- 
sure. [app. a. OF. desmesuri, pa. pple. of des- 
mesurer : see next.] -“Dismeasured. 

c 1400 tr. Secret a Secret., Gov. Lordsh. 102 pay shalle hate 
|>e as dysmesure. 

t Disme a* sure, v. Obs. [ad. OF. desmesurer 
(Godef.) to go to excess or beyond measure, f. des-, 
Dis- 4 + mesurer to Measure. Cf. Sp. desmesurar 
‘to be vnmeasurable, to be vnruly* (Minsheu).] 
reft. To show want of moderation in one’s conduct. 

1598 Barret Theor. IVarres 11. i. 19 It is his part to appre- 
hend the offenders, yet in such sort, that he dismeasure him- 
selfe with none, but execute the same with great moderation. 

t Dismea*sured, a. Obs. Also des-, dys-. 
[f, Dis- + Measured, repr. OF. desmesurt.] 

1 . Unmeasured; out of measure ; immoderate, 
excessive ; going beyond bounds, unrestrained. 

1483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 123/3, I. .wende to haue saued 
the and thou art desmesured in worldly loue and flesshly, 
a 1533 Ld. Berners Gold. Bk. M. Anrel. (1546) B ij, I wyll 
not that my penile bee so dismeasured to reproue so muche 
the aunciente men. 1585 T. Washington tr. Nicholay's 
Voy. 11. ix. 43 Sapho .. in a fury and rage of a love dis- 
measured, she cast her selfe. .into the Sea. 
b. Excessive in size, immense. 

1584 B. R. Herodotus 10 b, A wyld bore strangely dis- 
measured and overgrowne. 

2 . Wrongly measured ; in false measure. 

1574 Hellowes Guevara's Fam. Efi. 50 To them he giueth 
all things variable, dismeasured, and by false weight. 

3 . as adv. Immoderately. 

1485 Caxton Chas. Gt. 64 O Paynym, dysmesured al day 
thou vauntest the. 

+ Disme ‘ddle, v. Obs. rare. [ad. ONF. des- 
medler , OF. desmesler, ~?neller ‘to loosse, open., 
disintangle’ (Cotgr.), mod.F. dimUer, f. des-, Dis- 
4 + medler , mesler , meler to mingle, mix.] trans . 
To unfasten, loosen, disentangle. 

1480 Caxton Ovids Met. xiv. xiii, She opened her breste 
. . and dysmedlid her blonke heeris. 

Dismember (disine- mbai), v. Forms: 4-6 
dis-, dysmembre, 5 desmembre, 5- dismember; 
also 3-6 demembre : see Demember, [a. OF. 
desmemhre-r (nth c. in Hatz.-Darm.), mod.F. di- 
membrer = Pr., Sp., and It. desmembrar , It. di)s- 
membrare , med.L. dismembrare and demembrare , 
f. Dis- 4, De- 6 + membrum limb.] 

1 . trans. To deprive of limbs or members ; to cut 
off the limbs or members of ; to tear or divide limb 
from limb. (In quot. 1697, to castrate.) 

1297 R. Glouc. (1724) ss9 Most reupe it was ido, pat sir 
Simon he olde man demembred was so. c 13S0 Sir Ferumb. 


1x50 pat we ne scholde to depe gon, be hangid & to*drawe, 
Ouper be demembrid euerechoun. C1400 Destr. 7 'roy 3488 
Dyssmembrit as marters, & murtheret to dethe. 1540-1 
Elyot Image Gov. 46 Ye woulde with your owne handes 
dismembre hym & plucke him in pieces. ^ a x6x8 Raleigh 
Mahomet 42 Seeing Ataulpho entering, .dismembred of nose 
and ears. 1697 Potter Antiq. Greece u. iii. (1715) 204 
Some were so rigid Observers of the rules of chastity that. . 
they dismember'd themselves. 1725 Pope Odyss. in. 322 
Fowls obscene dismember’d his remains. 1853 Macaulay 
Hist. Eng. IV. 286 To be torn with redhot pincers, smeared 
with melted lead, and dismembered by four horses. 

b. iransf. 

1705 Stanhope Paraphr. III. 624 A never yet repaired 
dismembring of this Tree. 1726 Shelvocke Voy. round 
World (1757) 257 Palm-cabbage is.,, the head of this tree, 
which being cut off, and dismembered of its great spreading 
leaves, [etc.]. 1830 J. G. Strutt SylvaBrii. 03 Its branches 
are so tough as to withstand the fury of gales that would 
dismember most other trees. ^ 1839 Murchison Silur. Syst. 
1. xxxi. 424 Their eruption dismembered the strata. 

f c. To carve : said in reference to herons and 
some other birds. Ohs. 

1513 Bk. Keruynge in Babees Bk. 265 Termes of a Kerver. . 
Dysmembre that heron. 1514 Barclay Cyt. <$* Uplondyshm. 
(Percy Soc.) p. xliv, The Kerver . . his Knife in his hande 
Dismembring a crane, or somewhat deynteous. 1804 F arley 
Loud. Art Cookery (ed. xo) 293 To dismember a Hern. Cut 
off the legs, lace the breast down the sides. *885 Illustr. 
Lond. News 10 Oct. 362/3. 


2 . Jig. To divide into parts or sections, so 
as to destroy integrity ; to cut up, cut to pieces, 
mangle, mutilate : in recent use chiefly, To divide 
and partition (a country or empire). 

1303 R. Brunne Handl. Syttne 665 To swere grete opys . . 
As we folys do . . Dysmembre Iesu alle pat we may. c 1330 
— Citron. (1810) 313 pe coroune forto saue Dismembred 
not a dele. 1494 Fabyan Ckron. vi. cxlvii. 133 So dyd 
this Charlis dismembre and cut or breke the enemyes of 
Fraunce throughe his hyghe prowesse. 1585 Abp. Sandys 
Serin. (1841) 246 Such doctrines as do either poison the 
church with heresy, or dismember and rent it asunder with 
schism. 1624 N. De Lawne tr. Du Moulin' s Logick 123 
He . . must dismember the said question into two parts. 
1734 tr. Rollin' s Anc. Hist.{ 1827) I. 168 His dominions were 
dismembered. 1840 Carlyle Heroes iii. (1872) 106 Italy. . 
poor Italy lies dismembered, scattered asunder, not appear- 
ing in any protocol or treaty as a unity at all. 1874 Green 
Short Hist, ii, § 2. 65 Mercia had been dismembered to pro- 
vide another earldom for his son. 


f 3 . To cut off, sever from the body (a limb or 
member). (In quot 1616, To mangle or mutilate.) 

1380 [see Dismembered ppl. a. 2]. x6oi Holland Pliny 
II. 423 When any part of the body is cut off or dismembred. 
1616 Surfl. & Markh. Country Farme 126 The slitting of 
a horses nosthrils. .by dismembring the organ or instrument 
whereby he draweth vp the aive, doth breed in him a greater 
difficultie of breathing. 1675 Traherne Chr. Ethics xx. 319 
A hand, or foot dismembred from the body. 1694 tr. Mil- 
ton's Lett. State Feb. an. 1655 Wks. (1851)330 The wresting 
of the Kingdom of Poland from Papal Subjection, as it 
were a Horn dismembred from the Head of the Beast, 
t b>. Jig. and transf. To cut off, separate, sever, 
from the main body : chiefly in reference to a country 
or region. ? Obs. 

1580 North Plutarch (1676) 922 To dismember the other 
Towns of Boeotia from the city of Thebes. 1776 Gibbon 
Decl. fy F. I. xiii. 271 Britain was thus dismembered from 
the empire. 180a R. Brookes Gazetteer 12) s.v. Polotsk, 
Part of a palatinate of Lithuania, dismembered from Poland 
by the treaty of partition in 1772. c 1815 Jane Austen 
Persvas. 11. ii, Having dismembered himself from the 
paternal tree. 

4. [f. Dis- 7 b + Member.] To cut off from mem- 
bership. 

1649 Prynne Find. Liberty Eng. 10 The House of Com- 
mons. . having no more Authority to dis-member their fellow- 
members, then any Judges, .have to dis-judge .. their fellow 
Judges, 1683 T. Hunt Def. Charter Lond. 42 Leave to 

f o out of that Society, and dismember themselves, a 1734 
I orth Lives I. 175 The parliament met, and .. the new 
members were attacked . . and were soon dismembered by 
vote of the house. 1884 S. S. Seal in Solicitors' Jml 
8 Nov. 30/2 Becoming a defaulter .. would have involved 
his being dismembered from the Exchange. 

Hence Disme’rabsring ppl. a. 
x86x J. G. Sheppard Fall Rome 1. 59 Long before the dis- 
membering deed of Constantine. 

Bisme*mfoere&, ppl a. [f. prec. + ^Dk] 

1 . Deprived of members or limbs ; divided limb 
from limb; cut or broken in pieces ; mangled, 
mutilated, a. lit. 

1552 Huloet, Dismembred or lackynge some Iymmes. 
a 1656 Bp. Hall Occas. Med it. (1851) 152 We have seen 
mountebanks, to swallow dismembered toads. 1752 Foote 
Taste 11. (ed. 4) 25 Let me embrace the dear, dismember’d 
Bust 1 1827 Pollok Course T. vm, Old vases and dis- 
membered idols. 

b. transf. and Jig. (In quot. 1578 of leaves: 
Divided, cut.) 

X578 Lyte Dodoens v. xlviii. 612 The leaves be almost Iyke 
the leaves of Coriander, but dismembered and parted into 
smaller jagges or frengis. 1603 ICnolles H ist. Turks (1621) 
85 This dismembered empire, now in the hands of many. 
1862 S. Lucas Secularia 5 Dubious fragments of a dis- 
membered truth. 

c. Her . Of a charge representing an animal : 
Depicted without limbs or members ; or, with the 
members separate from the body as if just cut 
off. 

1572 Bossf.vvell Armorie n. 42 Howe many and sundrie 
wayes they [Lions] are borne in armes, as .. Couped, Dis- 
membred, Vulned. X727-SX Chambers Cycl, Dismembered, 
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in heraldry, is applied to birds that have neither feet nor 
legs ; as also to lions, and other animals, whose members 
are separated. 1882 Cussans Her. vi. 90 A Lion rampant 
dismembered is borne by the Maitland Family. 

•f 2 . Cut off or severed, as a limb or member ; 
severed from the main body. Obs . 

1580 North Plutarch (x 676) 729 When these poor dis- 
membred members were brought to Rome, Antonius . . 
commanded his head and his hands should .. be set up 
over the pulpit. x666 Boyle Orig. Formes § Qual., The 
dismembred part of the Plant may retain the texture of its 
more stable parts. 1820 W. Irving Sketch Bk. I. 57 They 
are a dismembered branch of the great Appalachian family. 

Dismemberer. Also 5 de-. [f. as prec. -hj 
-ER 1 .] One who or that which dismembers. 
(In Puttenham, the rhetorical figure Dialysis.) *4 
1491 [see Demembrer]. 1589 Puttenham Eng. Poesie m. 
xix. (Arb.) 230 margin, Dialisis, or the Dismembrer . . A 
maner of speach not vnlike the dilemma of the Logicians. 
1865 W. Kay Crisis Hupfeldiana x 7 note, So much even the 
Dismemberers are compelled to allow. 1870 Daily News 
27 Sept., JWhen . . the famous ‘ dismemberer* Frederick II, 
obtained impunity for his rape of Western Poland. 

Dismembering 1 , vbl. sb. [f. as prec. + -ing 1 .] 
1 . The action of the verb Dismember ; dismem- 
berment. 

c 1386 Chaucer Pars. T. f 517 For cristes sake ne swereth 
nat so synfully in dismembrynge of Crist, by sou le, herte, 
bones, and body. 1563-87 Foxe A. <5- M. (1596) 157/2 That 
no bishop nor . . clergie should be at the judgement of anie 
mans death or dismembring. 161a Woodall Svrg. Mate 
Wks. (1653) 2 In dismembring of the legge or arm below 
the knee or elbow. xGyjGovt. Venice 75 The dismembring 
of Bressia .. from the Dutchy of Milan. 1816 Keatinge 
Trav . (1817) I. 244 Shooting, beheading, maiming, and dis- 
membering, all are executed as the monarch awards upon 
the spot. 

1 2 . concr. A division into members ; a separate 
member or part. Obs. rare. 

1603 Florio Montaigne iii. x. (1632) 570 Of so many dis- 
membrings [Fr. inembres ] that Sufficiency hath, patience 
sufficeth us. 

3 . ailrib . 

1612 Woodall Svrg. Mate Wks (1653) S The dismem- 
bring saw. 17x5 Kersey, D isntemb ring-knife, a Surgeon’s 
Instrument to cut off a Limb, etc. 

Bisme'mberment, [f. Dismember v. +- 
-MENT ; cf. OF. desmembrement, mod.F. dfi\ 

1 . The act of depriving of members or limbs, or 
of dividing limb from limb. 

18x6 Kirby & Sp, Entomol. (1843) b 45 The dismember- 
ments and lingering deaths that insects often suffer. x8x6 
Keatinge Trciv. (18x7) I; 245 .Thus dismemberment is now 
the usual punishment for crimes, whereby death is supposed 
to be earned. 

2 . transf and fig. Division of a whole into parts 
or sections, so as to destroy its integrity ; cutting 
to pieces, partition (e g. of a country or empire). 

axj st Bolingbroke The Occasional Writer No. xi (R.) 
To prevent the dismemberment of their monarchy. 1772 
Ann. Reg. 2 The present violent dismemberment and parti- 
tion of Poland. 1849 Cobdkn Speeches 69 Now, don't give 
faith to the idea , . that self-government for the colonies is 
the same thing as dismemberment of the empire. 1866 
Felton Anc. 4- Mod. Or. I. vii. xxx Modern criticism has. . 
attempted the same process of dismemberment as with the 
Iliad. 

b. Separation from the main body. rare. 

1838 Prescott Ferd. fy Is. (1846) I. ii, Aversion .. to the 
dismemberment of their country from the Aragonese mon- 
archy. Ibid. I. v. 233 Isabella , . would not consent to the 
dismemberment of a single inch of the Castilian territory. 

e. quasi-«wr. A detached part formed by sepa- 
ration from the main body. 

1830 Lindley Nat. Syst. Bot. 98 This order approaches 
more near to Urticeae and Cupuliierae than either Plataneas 
or Salicineae, which may be considered dismemberments of 
it.^ 1873 Mivart Elem. Anat, iv. 169 An extra bone which 
exists in many vertebrates . . is most probably a dismember- 
ment of the scaphoid. 

3 . Expulsion or cutting off from membership, 

1658-9 Burton's Diary (1828) III. 262 Reports from the 

Committee of Privileges and Dismemberment. 
Brsmembrate, v. rare. [f. ppl. stem of 
med.L. dismembrare to Dismember.] trans. To 
disintegrate or dismember ; spec, so as to separate 
the flour from the bran after grinding. 

1877 specif. Patent No. 4099 (Pieper), The design of a 
machine by which the products obtained from roller miiis 
may be finally reduced or ‘ dismembrated 

t Dismembra'tion. # Obs. [ad. med.L. dis* 
membrdtidn-em , n. of action f. dismembrare : see 
-ATION. Cf. OF. demembredian (1366 in Godef.), 
and Demembration.] = Dismemberment. 

1597 [see Demembration]. 1653 Gataker Vind. Annot. 
Jer. 17$ A very maimed and mangled dismembration and. 
deartuation, rather then division and distribution of it, 
X822 Scott Nigel xxx, Prosecuted on the lesser offence. . 
usque ad mutilationem, even to dismemberation. 

Drsmembrator. [agent-n. f. med.L. dis - 
i membrare to Dismember.] Something that dis- 
membrates or disintegrates; spec, an apparatus 
for separating flour from bran, after crushing in a 
roller mill. 

1877 Specif. Patent No. 4090 (Pieper) A dismembrator for 
flour mills. 1881 Times 18 May 6/1 To divide and scatter 
the crushed meal . . the meal passes through a dismem- 
brator, consisting of discs^ armed with pins or pegs, one 
rapidly rotating disc driving the stuff between the pins 
upon [another] stationary [disc]. 
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f Bisme*rit, v. [f; Dis- 6 or 7 a + Merit 
or sk : cf. Demerit sl 2-4.] 

I. a. /w, To deprive of merit, take away the 
merit of; ~ Demerit v. 2. b. intr. To lose 
merit, incur blame ; cf. Demerit v. 4. 

. 1484 Caxton Fables of JEsop n. xix, An almesse that is 
clone for vayne glorye is not merited but dismeryted. 2622 
Mabbe tr. Aleman's Guzman o' A If. n, 76 Neither my 
service dis-merited with My Lord, nor their friendship 
iayled me at my need. 

Y 2 . irons. To fail to merit ; = Demerit v 3. 

■ 1622 Mabbe tr, Aleman's Guzman efAlf. 1. 58 Since they 
have dis-merited this {blessing] by disobedience. 1629 — 
tr. Fonseca's Dev. Contempl. 409 Our Sauior. .would therby 
giue her occasion to confesse her fault, and not to dismerit 
the mercie that was offered vnto her. 

f X)isme*ttled 5 ppl. a. Oh. rare. [Dis- 7 a.] 
Deprived or devoid of mettle ; spiritless. 

2650 Llewellyn Pref. Verses* % Gregory's Posthuma , 
Graie Customs which our dead dismettled sloth Gave up. 

t Bismi/ght, v. Oh. rare. [Dis- 7 a.] irons. 
To deprive of might, render powerless. 

• <72586 C'tess Pembroke Ps. lxxi. vii, Make them fall 
disgraced, shamed, All dissmighted, all diffamed. 

t Bismi/ngle, v. Oh. rare. [Dis- 6.] irons. 
To extricate, disentangle ( *F. tttmHer). 

1669 G ale Tr? 1 * Men Jansenisms 90 Things being thus 
dismingled and differenced. 

Disminion, disminister, vbs. : see Dis- 7 b. 

Dismiss (dismrs), v. Pa. t and pple. dis- 
missed ; in 5-7 dismyste, -mist. [app. f. L. 
dimiss- ppl. stem of dimittere to send away (see 
Dimit) with the prefix altered to Dis- after the 
already existing D ismit, OF. desmetre. It appears 
to occur first in the pa. pple. dismissed, used 
by Caxton (see sense 3) to render the OF. pa. pple. 
desmis ( = L. dimissus ), and it is probable that 
this was the way by which dismiss became at 
length the accepted Eng. repr. of L .dimittere in 
all its senses. It was preceded in use by Dismit, 
and had to contend in ifi-iyth c. with the etymo- 
logically more regular forms Dimit, Dimiss, as 
well as Demit vP (from F. dimettre).’] 

1 . irons. To send away in various directions, 
disperse, dissolve (a gathering of people, etc.) ; to 
disband (an army, etc.). 

1582 N. T. (Rhem.) Acts xlx. 41 He dismissed the as- 
semblie. 1596 Shaks. Merck. V. iv. i. 104, I may dismisse 
this Court. 1653 H. Cogan tr .■ Pinto's Trav. vi. 16 Rely- 
ing on this Treaty of Peace he dismist his Army. 1673 
’Ray Jo urn. Low C. Venice 281 After this . . the Council is 
dismist. 1784 Cowper Tiroc. 624 Dismiss their cares when 
they dismiss their flock. 18x9 Shelley Cenci 1. iii, 93 For 
God’s sake Let me dismiss the guests 1 

b. intr. (for reji.) To disperse from ordered 
assembly ; to break ranks by word of command. 

1809 A. Adam in Scott Fain. Lett . (1894^ I. 155 He. .added 
faintly , * But it grows dark, very dark, the boys may dismiss 
2837 Carlyle Fr. Rev. vii. ^.<18721 I. 240 Finally the Na- 
tional Assembly is harangued, .and dismisses For this night. 
1859 Gen. P. Thompson Audi Alt. II. xcviii. 86 A ministry, 
which .. scatters the boasted counsellors, like a battalion 
on the word ‘ Dis-missl 

2 . irons. To send away (a person) ; to give per- 
mission to go ; to bid depart. 

1548 Hall Chron ., Edw. IV. (an. xo) 214 b, So with fayre 
wordes. die dismissed the messengers. X593 Shaks. 3 Hen. 
VI, in. ii. 78 Please you dismisse me, eyther with I, or no. 
1667 Milton P. L. vii. 108 We can . . dismiss thee ere the 
Morning shine. _ 1725 De Foe Voy. round World (1840) 50 
To dismiss my visitor. 1847 Tennyson Princ. iv. 341 Your 
oath is broken : we dismiss you : go. 

b. traits/. To send forth (a thing) ; to let go ; 
to give issue or egress to. 

x6ox Shaks. Jnl. C. 1. iii. 97 Life being wearie of these 
worldly Barres, Neuer lacks power to dismisse it selfe. 
2670 Cotton Espernon 1. m. 116 In a moment he vomited 
out a life, that ought not to have been dismist, till after the 
horror of a thousand torments. 1768 Hawkesworth tr. 
Telemaque xv. (1784) 144/2 As a slinger whirls a stone that 
he would dismiss with all his strength. 1854 Owen in 
'Girc.Sc. (c x86s) 1 1 . 65/2 They dismiss the great optic nerves 
by a notch. 

3 . To send away or remove from office, employ- 
ment, or position ; to discharge, discard, expel. 
Const, from., \of and double obf. 

tfi477 Caxton Jason 80 Zethephius dismissed of his office 
. . attemprid his corage. . so well . . that [etc.]. 1481 in Eng. 
Gilds (1870) 313 To be thysmyste from the forsayde frater- 
nvte, 1579 Lyly Euphues (Arb.) 194, I meane shortly to 
sue to the Empresse to be dismissed of the court. 1692 
Luttrell Brief R el. (1857) II. 369 Yesterday Sir John 
Lowther was dismist the treasury, a 1700 Dryden To 
L d.* Clifford (L.), He soon dismiss’d himself from state 
affairs. 17X9 DE Foe Crusoe{ 1840) II, iv. 72 They dismissed 
them the society. 1874 Green Short Hist. viii. § 2. 477 The 
King dismissed those of his ministers who still opposed 
a Spanish policy. 

b. To discharge from service (a hired vehicle, 
etc.). 

1600 E. Blount tr. Conesiaggio 299 Yet did they not 
dismisse their hired ships. 1836 Marryat Japhet lxxi. 137, 
I dismissed the coach. 

+ 4 . To deprive or disappoint of or from some 
advantage. Cf. ioa. Oh. 

<7x489 Caxton Sonnes of Ay mon xx, 445 He was dys- 
niyssed Of his purpose, 1590 Webbe Trav, (Arb.) 22 The 
Turke . . might, if he would, dismisse them cleane from 
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hauing any water at all. * 2632 Lithgow Trav. m. 104 The 
Galleys .. durst not enter the harbour .. The Florentines 
being dismissed of their Galleys, grew discouraged* 

5 . To release or discharge from confinement. 
{Dysinysse in Halliwell’s ed. of Coventry Myst. (1841) 3x5 
is an alteration of the < 

1651 N. Bacon Disc. Govt. Eng. 11. Ixvi. 227 Persons 
taken and imprisoned upon excommunication areordmarily 
dismist without satisfaction to the Prelate. 1709 Strype 
Ann. Ref I. i. 38 So to dismiss them, and set them at 
liberty. X783 J. C. Smyth in Med.Commun . I 146 She 
. . was dismissed the hospital, perfectly cured, 
b. . irons/, and fig. 

xsgx Sylvester Du Bart as 1. i. <'1641)7/2 Blushing Aurora 
had yet scarce dismist Mount Libanus from the Nights 
gloomy Mist. 1839 De Quincey Recoil. Lakes Wks : 1862 
II. 29 Sometimes a fall from the summit of awiul precipices 
has dismissed them from the anguish of perplexity ..by 
dismissing them at once from life. 

0 . To discard, reject; esp. (as Latin dimittere) 
to put away, repudiate (a wife). Also absol. 

x6xo Shaks. Temp. iv. i. 67 Broome-groues ; Whose 
shadow the dismissed Batchelor loues. 1614 Bp. Hall 
Recoil. Treat. 473 Whether the wronged husband . . should 
retaine, or dismisse; dismissing, whether he may marry. 
1625 Burges Pers. Tithes 34 God . . hath dismissed Leui, 
and repealed that Law of Tithes. , 1649 Bp. Hall Cases 
Cdnsc. 393 Breach of wedlock , . for which only had they 
dismissed their wives. 1834 S, Gobat A hypinia 346 When, 
therefore, a man has dismissed his third wife. 

7 . To put away, lay aside, divest oneself of, get 
rid of. (Now rare with regard to things material.) 

1675 Hobbes Odyssey (1677) 162 [Gods] can their form 
dismiss, And, when they will, put 011 a new disguise. 1683 
Mrs. Behn Young King v. i. 53 Dismiss her fetters, and if 
she please Let her have Garments suitable to her sex. a 1700 
Dryden Ovid's Met. 1. (R.) The crafty God His wings 
dismiss’d, but still retain’d his rod. 1772 Johnson Lett, 
to Mrs. Thrale o Nov., This will soon dismiss all incum- 
brances; and when no interest is paid, you will begin 
annually to lay up. 1851 Ruskin Stones Vetk.fi 874). L 
xxviii. 325 That the architrave shall entirely dismiss its 
three meagre lines. 

8 . To put away from the mind, leave out of con- 
sideration, cease to entertain (ideas, emotions, etc.). 

1592 Shaks. Ven. $ Ad. 425 Dismiss your vows, your 
feigned tears. 1667 Milton P. L. ii. 282 Dismissing quite 
All thoughts of Warr. 1697 Dryden Virg. Past. vii. 10 
He, smiling, said, Dismiss your Fear. 1784 Cowper Task 
vi. 44 2. Man may dismiss compassion from his heart, But 
God will never. 1884 Manck. Exam . 17 June 5/x We may 
dismiss any apprehension that the political affairs of Egypt 
will be taken in charge. 

t b. To allow to pass out of mind ; to forgive ; 
to forgo. Oh. 

1603 Shaks. Mens, for M. 11. ii. 102 Those . . which a 
dismis’d offence would after gaule. 1786 Wesley; Wks, 
(1872) IV. 345 The Elders of his Church .. would dismiss 
my promise. 

9 . To pass from the consideration or the literary 
treatment of (a subject), to have done with, bring 
to an end ; hence to treat of summarily. 

1698 Fryer A cc. E. Ind.fyP, 47 Before we dismiss this Dis- 
course, it may be noted [etc.]. 1709 Berkeley Th. Vision 

§ 40 Before we dismiss this subject. 17x1 Addison Sped. 
No. no r 7, I shall dismiss this Paper with a Story out of 
Josephus. 1873 Tristram Moab v, 70 Both De Saulcy and 
Lynch have dismissed Kerak very shortly. 

10 Law. fa. reft, (with of or inf) To relieve 
or free oneself from (a legal burden) ; to deprive 
or exclude oneself from (a legal advantage). Oh. 

1562 in Strype Ann. Ref. I. xxxi. 356 Thereby to be 
dismissed of all action of debt or trespass. 1574 tr.. Little - 
ton's Tenures 53 b, Shee hatlie utterlye dismissed her selfe 
to have anye parte of the tenementes. a 1626 Bac< >n Max. 
4 ' Uses Com. Law xvii. (1636) 64 The Court may dismisse 
themselves of discussing the matter by examination. 1642 
Perkins Prof Bk.y. § 448. 193 The husband doth presently 
dismisse himselfe of the possession. 

b. To send out 01 court, refuse further hearing 
to, reject (a claim or action). 

1607 Shaks. Cor. 11. i. 85 You . , dismisse the Controuersie 
bleeding. 1713 Swift Cadenus .<$• Vanessa Whs. 1755 III. 
il 5 Therefore jbe humbly would insist, The bill might be 
with costs dismist. 1818 Cruise Digest (ed. 2> VI. 352 The 
appeal should be dismissed and the decree affirmed. 1891 
Law limes XCII. 93/2 The plaintiff s action was dismissed 
with costs. 

Hence Dismissed (dismrst) ppl. a., Dismissing 
vbl. sb. 

2603 -10 [see 8 b, 6, above]. x6xi Cotgr., Manumission, 
a manumission, or dismissing. 1627 [see Dismission 2 b]. 
1824 L. Murray Eng. Gram. (ed. 5) I. 266 ‘ What is the 
reason of this person’s dismissing of bis servant so hastily? ’ 

f Bismrss, sb. Obs. [f. prec. vb.] An act of 
dismissing, a dismissal ; also, a document embody- 
ing a dismissal, 

1589 Raleigii Let. in N. $Q. Ser* in. IV. 3 Order from the 
Queen for a dismis of their cavelacions. x 6 x 3 L. Parsons 
in Lismore Papers (1887) Ser. n - IL 154, I send away this 
bearer . . with His dissmiss hereinclosed. 1645 Milton 
Tetrach. Wks. 1738 I. 265 Provided that the dismiss was 
not without reasonable conditions to the Wife. 1678 Mas- 
sacre Irel. 2 The Priests gave the People a dismiss at Mass. 
1705 De Foe Review 17 Feb. in Arb. Garner VII. 624 At 
the dismiss of their work. 

Dismissal (dismi*sal). [f. Dismiss^. + -al ; cf. 
committal \ refusal , upheaval. A recent word equi- 
valent to, and now tending to displace the more 
regular Dismission.] -Dismission, q.v. for de- 
tail of senses. 

Not in Johnson or Ash. x8x8 Todd, Dismissal t a word 


DISMISSIOH, 

of recent use for dismission. 2825 Jamieson, Dismissal t 
Mr. Todd has introduced this as ‘a word of recent usage 
for dismission \ But it is of long standing in Scotland. 

a 1806 Bp. Horsley Serm.* xxxviii. a 826.) 46S ‘Send her 
away \ that is, grant her petition, and give her her dismissal 
x8x6 Scorr Old Mort. v, Never conceived the possibility of 
such a thing as dismissal.^ 1842-3 Grove Carr. Phys Forces 
3 (L.) Requesting., dismissal from the minds of my readers 
of preconceived views. 1849 Macaulay // 1 st. Eng. IL 13 
His dismissal produced a great sensation. ^ 1885 Weekly 
Notes 28 Mar. 67/1 Notwithstanding the dismissal of the 
action. 2889 J. M. Duncan Led. Dis. Women xvi. 120 
This patient has returned since dismissal [from hospital]. 

attrib. 1891 Pall Mall G. 5 Mar. 6/1 The matron’s 

exercise of her dismissal powers. 

Bismissible (dismi-sib’l), a. Also -able, 
[f. Dismiss v.,on analogy of permissible : see -ble.] 
Liable to be dismissed or discharged. 

1824 Examiner 422/2 A motion ... for the dismissal of the 
Recorder— if he be dismissable. 1863 Sat. Rem 370 A King 
dismissible on proof of legal crime. 1876 Grant Burgh 
Sch . Scotl. 11. xii.322 The teachers .. are appointed and 
dismissible by the rector. 

Dismi’ssing, ppl a. [f. as prec. + -ing 2.] 
That, dismisses. Hence BismLssingly adzi., with 
a tendency to dismiss. 

1802 Spirit Pub. Jrnls. (1803) VI. 133 He received his 
dismissing fee of five guineas. 1880 G. Meredith Trag. 
Com. xvii. (1892) 236 She. .very bluntly and dismissingty 
felt now that his madness was at its climax. 

Dis mi ssion (dismrjan). [n. of action from 
Dismiss v., corresponding to L. dlmissidn-em and 
OF. desmission ‘ dismissing, forgoing, resignation ’, 
etc. (Cotgr.), mod.F. dd mission renunciation. See 
the doublets Dimission and Demission ^.] The 
action of dismissing ; the fact of being dismissed. 
Now largely replaced in all senses by the equivalent 
Dismissal," q.v, 

1. The formal dispersion, or sending away in 
various directions, of an assemblage of persons ; 
disbanding of troops. 

a 1646 J. Gregory De JEris et Epoch's in Post hum a (1650) 
139 The Indictions began at the verie dismission of the 
Nicene Council 1659 B. Harris Parivats Iron Age 252 
To content themselves with that dismission of the new 
Troops, which was already made. 17x1 Lond. Gaz. No. 4840/2 
The Diet . . had this Day a final Dismission. 1798 W ellesley 
in Owen Desp. 56 The dismission of the French corps raised 
at Mauritius would discourage other adventurers of that 
nation. 1825 Sporting Mag. XV I. 406 Watching their twelve 
o’clock dismission from school. 

2. The sending away of a person ; permission to 
go, leave to depart ; often in earlier use, formal 
leave-taking. 

x6o8 Bp. Hall Char. Virtues <$* K, Bnsie-Bodie 8x Hee 
runnes to them, .and after many thanks and dismissions is 
hardly intreated silence. 1614 Raleigh Hist. World n. 250 
After this dismission of Hobab, Israel began to march to- 
wards the Desarts. 1660 F. Brooke tr. Le Blanc’s Trav. 

1 90 The King., in presence of all the Court, gives him a dis- 
mission. 1703 Maundrell Joum. Jems. (1721) 31 To give 
a civil dismission to the visitants. 1791 Cowper Odyss. xv. 
19 From brave Menelaus ask Dismission hence. 

b. A sending away from, or ushering out of, life. 

1627 Donne Serin, xxviii. 282 There falls . . a Dismission, 
a dismissing out of this world. 1685 N. Mather in C. Mather 
Magn. Chr. <1853) II. 168 Dissolution, -is but a dismission of 
the spirit into its happiness. 1734 Watts Reliq. Jit v. (1789) 
126 Give me a glorious dismission into that intellectual and 
blissful world. 1795 Gibbon A utobiog. 92 The final dismission 
of the hero through the ivory gate. 

3. Deprivation of office, dignity, or position ; 
discharge from service. 

1547 Wriothesley Chron. (18 75) I. 187 Synce the dismis- 
sion of my Lord Wriothesley, late Chauncelor. 1670 Milton 
Hist. Eng. 11. Wks. (1851) 76 He was fain at length to seek 
a dismission from his charge. 1754 Richardson Grandism 
(1781) VI I. vi. 27 The power, madam, of change or dismission 
thro’ the house, is entirely yours. 1816 Scott G/d Mort. ii, 
Pains, penalties, and threats of dismission were denounced 
in vain. 1849 Macaulay Hist. Eng. I, 431 To be punished 
by dismission from the public service. 

b. The written or spoken form of words in which 
such discharge is couched. 

1606 Shaks. Ant. 4- Cl. 1. i. 26 Your dismission Is come 
from Caesar, therefore heare it Anthony. 1679 Crowne 
Ambit. Stales m. 1. 1 A soft dismission stuff with downy 
words. 1786 Mad. D’Arblay Diary 8 Aug., The general 
form of the dismission . . is in these words. 

4. Release from confinement ; setting free, libera- 
tion, discharge. 

1609 Bible (Douay) Lev. xvi, to That, whose lotte was to 
be the goate of dismission. 1642 Rogers N ataman 3x9 The 
Jew .. slave ..at his dismission was to have a gratuity paid 
him._ 1709 Strype Ann. Ref. I. i. 38 marg.. Order for dis- 
mission of prisoners in the Queen’s bench. 

attrib. 1777 Howard Prisons Eng. 11780) 244 The dis- 
mission fee of each prisoner discharged out of custody. 

5. Rejection, discarding; esp. repudiation or put- 
ting away of a wife. 

x6xx Shaks. Cymb.ix. iii. 57 You in all obey her, Sauewben 
command to your dismission tends. 1643 M 1 lton Divorce 
iv. Wks. (1851) 30 Thence this wise and pious Law of dis- 
mission tooke beginning. 1645 — Colast. ibid. 353 If hee 
dismiss her with a beneficent and peaceful 1 dismission. / 

6. Putting aside from consideration ; expulsion 
from the mind. 

1742 Young Nt. Th. v. 295 Friends counsel quick dismis- 
sion of our grief. 1779-81 Johnson L. Pope Wks. IV. 
107 The rectitude of Dryden's mind was sufficiently shewn 
by the dismission of his poetical prejudices, *830 Herschel 
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Disarm.!., 


DISMISSIVE. 

Stud: Nat. Phil. §76 To demand of him an instant and 
peremptory dismission of all his former opinions. 

. Dismissive (dismrsiv), a. [f. Dismiss v. + 
-ive.J Of the nature of, or characterized by, dis- 
missal; tending to dismiss ; valedictory. 

1645 Milton Teirach . Wks. (18511 221 The law of Moses 
.. only requires the dismissive writing without other caution. 
1683 0 . U. Parish Ch. no Conventicles 32 The lie missa, or 
dismissive Blessing. 3888 A. S. Wilson Lyric Hopeless 
Love 1 31 The loves peruse the leaf To find no revelancy 
there Dismissive of unsol ved despair. 

t Dismi'ssment. 05 s, [f. as prec. 4- -ment.] 

= Dismission, Dismissal. 

1591 Horsey Trav. (Hakl. Soc.) 204 Glad of so peaceable 
a dismistment. 1650 T. Bayly Herba Parietis 20 Maxi- 
jiianus asked . . what she meant by that strange picture . . 
adding, moreover, the dismisment of the artist. 

Bismissory (dismrssri), a. (sb.) [f. Dismiss 

zk : see Dimissoiiy.] Of or pertaining to dismis- 
sion or leave-taking; parting, valedictory ; *= Di- 
MISSOKY I, 2. 

1647 Trapp Comm. Matt. xxvi. 30 This [Psalm] they began 
to sing after that dipnissory cup. 1664 H. More Myst. 
Iniq. 104 Ordained without Letters dismissory. 

tB. sb . (//.) = Dimissoey sb. 

1716 M. Davies Aiken. Brit. nr. Crit. Hist. 87 Dis- 
imssories or Certificats of the Orthodox Ethicks of the 
Bearer. 

f Dismi't, v. Obs . Also 4 dismette, 4-5 dis-, 
dysmytte. [app. a latinized adaptation, through 
dismette , of OF. desmeire , repr. a late pop. L. type 
dismittere instead of cl. L. dimitt ere (cf. Dimit).] 

1 . traits. To send away, dismiss ; to let go, re- 
lease; = Dimit v. i. 

1382 Wyclif Acts iii. 13 Whom 3e . . denyeden hifore the 
face of Pilate, him demynge for to he dismyttid [Vulg. 
dimiiti ] or left. Ibid. xvii. 10 Bretheren dismittiden Poul 
and Silas in to Beroan. 

2 . reft. To divest or deprive oneself of; to sur- 
render, relinquish. Cf. Dismiss v. 10 a. 

13. . Minor Poems fr. Vernon MS. 536 As longe as pou 
iriayst holde in honde, Dismette b e nou3t of hi londe 
[Fr. Taunt cum poyez aleyne trere, Ne vus demettez de 
kiostre terej. 1304 Recognisance* in Collect. Top. $ Gen. 
(1836) III. 257 We hadde ous fulliche dismettyd of the same 
londis. c 1440 Partonope 7372 Gaudyn and Aupatryse Have 
dyssmyttyde him clene of the pryse. 1496 Dives 4 Paup. 
(\V. de W.) iv. iv. 164/1, I wolde not counseyll theym fully 
to dysmytten them of her good. 

t Dismo'rtgage, v. Obs. rare . [Dis- 7 a.] 
trans . To free from mortgage, disencumber. 

1640 Howell Dodona's G. (1645) 52 He dismorgag’d the 
Crown demeans. 

Dismount (dismatrnt), v. [f. Dis- 6 + Mount 
v . : perh. after OF. desmonter (1 2-1 3th c. in Hatz.- 
Darm.), mod.F. dtmonter^ It. dismontare , Sp. 
desmontar, med.L. dismontare (Du Cange). Cf. 
also obs. doublet Demount, from 15th c. French.] 
I. intransitive . 

1 . To come down from a height; to descend. 

1579 Spenser Sheplu Cal, May 315 The bright Sunne 

gynneth to dismount. 1589 Greene Menaphon (Arb.) 60 
Cupide [had] dismounted from his mothers lappe, left his 
bow, and quiuer at random. 1677 Crowne Destr. Jeru- 
salem 1. Song, Dram. Wks. 1873 II. 242 Day is dismounted 
on the watery plain. 1723 Pope Odyss. xx. 76 If dismounted 
from the rapid cloud. Me with his whelming wave let 
Ocean shrewd ! 

2 . To get down, alight (from a horse or other 
animal ; also, formerly, from a vehicle). 

[i$33 Bellenden Z.fzy' in. (1822) 295 Incontinent the hors- 
men of twa legionis . . demountit haisdlie fra thare hors.] 
1588 Shaks. Tit. A. v. ii. 54, I will dismount, and by the 
Waggon wheele, Trot like a Seruile footeman. 1598 Barret 
TJieor. IVarres iv. i. 102 Neither yet in the day of battell 
ought he to dismount. 1605 Play Stucley in Simpson Sch. 
Shahs. (1 878) I. 251 Dismount thee Muly from thy chariot 
wheels. 1697 Dry den Virg. Georg. Ded. (1721) I. 189 He 
. .dismounted frarn the Saddle. 1705 Land. Gas. No. 4151/3 
Their Dragoons dismounted. 1788 Gibbon Decl. <§• F. 1. 
(1846) y» 16 He instantly dismounted to present the pilgrim 
with his camel. 1832 W, Irving Alhambra II. 174 Every 
horseman was obliged to dismount at the gate. 

Jig. 1817 Keats Lett. Wks. 1889 III. 95, I am in a fair 
way now to come to a conclusion .. I shall be glad to dis- 
mount for a month or two. 
b. spec, of a stallion. 

1674 N. Cox Gentl. Recreaf. v. (1686) 17 Cold water to 
throw on the Mare's Shape, immediately on the dismount- 
ing of the Horse. 

IX. transitive . 

3 . Tocomedownfrom(aheight or elevated place) ; 
to descend. Obs. (exc. as associated with next) 

1589 Gold. Mirr. (1851) 10 Dismounting thus the hill, 
I did retyre. 1620 Quarles Jonah in Farr S. P. Jas . / 
(1848) 131 He straight dismounts his throne. 1658 R. Franck 
North. Mem. (1821) 33 It's only dismounting our apartments 
to mount our horses. 1844 [see Dismounting below]. 

4 . To get off, alight from (a horse, etc.). 

c 1620 Z. Boyd Zion's Flowers (1855) 30 Dismount your . . 
steeds. 1638 Sir T. Herbert J'rav. (ed. 2) 96 Hee is made 
to dismount ^ his Elephant. X859 Reeve Brittany 236 A 
peasant has just dismounted his white horse. 

5 . (causal) To throw down from a horse, etc. ; 
to unseat, unhorse. 

*599 Shaks. Hen. V, in. vii. 84 Your Horse . . would trot 
as well, were some of your bragges dismounted. 1633 
P . Fletcher Purple 1st. xi. xx, The Martial Virgins spear 
. . dismounts her foe on dustie plain. 1667 Milton P. L. 


vi l 19 Least from this flying Steed unrein’d . . Dismounted, 
on th’ Aleian Field 1 fall. 1838 Lytton Leila 11. ii, Several 
of his knights were dismounted. 

b. To deprive of horses ; the opposite of mount 
*= to supply with horses. 

1866 W. Watson Youatt's Horse vi. {1872) 122 Diseases 
that used to dismount whole troops. 

6. To remove (a thing) from that on which it has 
been mounted ; esp. to take or throw down (a gun 
or cannon) from its carriage or other support, either 
deliberately for tactical purposes, or by hostile 
missiles. 

1544 Exped. Scott. B iij/i One of our prices, with shotte 
out of the sayde castel, was stroken and dismounted, 1385 
T. Washington tr. Nickolay's Voy. i.xix. 22 They burst one 
of their best peeces, and dismounted foure other. 1623 
Markham Soldier's Accid. 26 Dismount your Musquet % and 
carrie it with the Rest. 1659 D. Pell Irnpr. Sea 542 Trees 
are rent up by the roots, and out-housing dismounted. 1707 
Loud. Gas. No. 4359 h One of our Ships., had dismounted 
Two of their Batteries. 1843 S. Austin Ranke's H ist. Ref. 
II. 345 Part of their cannon, .they dismounted and placed on 
mules. 1879 Cassell's Techn . Educ. IV. 46/1 A* whole 
drawer-full of mounted shells may, by bad handling, be 
dismounted from their tablet at one shock. 

7 . To take (a thing) out of that in which it is set 
or enclosed ; to remove (a gem, etc.) from its set- 
ting or s mount * ; to take (mechanism) from its 
framework, take to pieces, f Dismount thy tuck 
(Shaks.) : draw thy rapier from its sheath. 

1601 Shaks. Twel. N. in. iv.244. 2683 Burnet tr. More's 
Utopia (1685) 98 Nor will Men buy it [a precious stone] 
unless it be dismounted and taken out of the Gold. 2859 
Musketry Instr. 13 When the lock is dismounted. 

8. To set, put, or bring down from an elevated 
position; to lower. ? Obs. (In \§<fi jig. from 6.) 

1397 Shaks. Lover's Compl . 281 His watrie eies he did 
dismount, Whose sightes till then were_ leaueled on ray 
face. 1633 G. Herbert Temple , Man iv. His eyes dis- 
mount the highest starre. 1665 Sir T. Herbert Trav. 
(1677) 66 The Doolaes were no sooner dismounted, hut that 
thereout issued the Amazones. 1743 Young Nt. Tit. vii. 
1192 Sorceries of Sense . . Dismount her [the soul] from her 
native Wing. 

f 9 . Jig. (largely from 5); a. To bring down 
from lofty position or high estimation ; to cast 
down, lower, debase. Obs. 

1608 Day Law Trickes v. Or 881) 81 Now Daughter make 
thee fit To combat and dismount Jier actiue wit. 2634 
Whitlock Zootomia 447 The positive Detractor .. dis- 
mounts the most merited Reputation with some But. a 2718 
Penn Maxims Wks. 2726 I. 824 Drunkenness .. spoils 
Health, dismounts the Mind, and unmans Men. 

f b. To reduce to an inferior position, degrade, 
depose (a person). Obs . 

2607-12 Bacon Ess., Superstition (Arb.] 342 But Super- 
sticion dismountes all this [Sense, Philosophy, Piety, etc.] 
and erecteth an absolute Tyranny, in the minde of Men. 
2652 N. Bacon Disc. Govt. Eng. 11. xiii. (1739) 69 Dukes 
were dismounted without conviction, a 1677 Barrow Serin. 
(1687) I. xxv. 344, Did not Samuel exercise such a charity, 
when. . injuriously dismounted from his authority? 

1 10 . To reduce to a plain; to level. Obs. rare— 1 . 

2563 Sackville Induct, to Mirr. Mag., Xerxes .. Dis- 
mounted hills, and made the vales uprear. 

Hence Dismounting vbl. sb. and ppl. a. 

2560 Whitehorne Ord. Souldiours (1588) 36 To saue the 
saide artillerie from dismounting. 2654 Whitlock: Zoo- 
tomia 446 Cold Praise . . or Interruption of it, with a Dis- 
mounting But. 1677 Gilpin Demonol '. (1867) 272 Intended 
for the dismounting of the confidence of the wicked. 2844 
Disraeli Coningsby 1. i. (L.], The number of stairs .. the 
time their mountings and aismountings must have absorbed. 
1870 Daily News 21 Nov., The dismounting of the heavy 
battery on the bank of the Rhine . . commenced yesterday. 

Dismount, sb. [f. prec. vb.] An act or method 
of dismounting. 

1654 Gayton Pleas. Notes itl vifi. 223 A Tournament, [led] 
to an Over-turne ; that, to a Dismount. 2886 Cyclist 6 Oct. 
1325 /i The pedal dismount is the best for this form of 
bicycle. 1888 Chicago Advance 5 July, Frequent dismounts 
[from bicycle] in connection with a hot pace, are fatiguing. 

Dismounted,///- a. £f. Dismount v. + -ed b] 
a. Off one’s horse; not on horseback, b. Of a 
cannon : Dislodged from its carriage. 

1620 Guillim Heraldry rv. xiv. <26111 225 He beareth 
argent, a culuering dismounted. 2724 De Foe Mem . Cava- 
lier (1840) 232 Our dismounted men . . lined the edge of 
the wood. 2763 Univ. Mag. XXXVII. 85/1 The barrel of 
a dismounted gun. 2886 Manch. Exam. 19 Jan. 5/6 A dis- 
mounted party of the same regiment. 

t Dismo've, Obs. In 5 dis-, dys-meve, 
-moeue. [ad. OF. desmoveir , desmo(u)voir (14th 
c. in Godef.), mod.F. demouvoir , ad. L. dismovere , 
variant (and Romanic form) of dimovere, f. dis-, 
Dis- 1 + movere to move. For the vowel change 
(-meve) see Move.] tram. To move away, re- 
move. 

2480 Caxton Ovid’s Metam. xx. ix, To dismeve away 
her sorowe, 1491 — Vitas Pair. (W. de W. 1495) 11. 234 a/2 
The montayne of Syon . . whiche shall be neuer dismoeued. 
2622 Florio, Scomouere, to dismooue, to disorder. 

Dismxrrdered, -mirrderized, ppl adjs. 
nonce-wds. [Dis- 7 b.] Divested of the character 
of murder ; pronounced to be not murder. 

2827 Bentham Pari. Reform Introd. 240 note, The com- 
mission of legally dismurdered murders. Ibid., The per- 
petration of the dismurderized murders. 

Dismyssaries, var. Dimissakies, Obs. 


•f* Bismy ‘Stery, V- Obs. rare. [Dis- 7 a orb.] 
trdns. To div£st 01 mystery. 

2649 Blithe Eng.fmprov. Impr. 45 No man. .hath 
published any thing. , to clismystery the same [draining], 

Disna, Ac. = does not; see Do v. 

Bisna tural, a. Obs. [ad. OF. desnaturel 
(in Godef.), f. des-, Dis- 4 + naturel Natural 
Contrary to nature, unnatural. 

[1292 Britton 1. xxxii. § 22 Si tiels_ clers . . soint a eus 
desnaturels]. c 2430 I.ydg. Bochas 1. i. (2544) 2 b, To be- 
holde a thing disnaturall. c 2477 Caxton Jason jo Ryght 
myserable and right disnaturall enuie._ _ 2677 Gale Crt. 
Gentiles II. iv. 223 Atheisme is a proposition so disnatural, 
monstrose and difficult to be establisht. 

Hence f Bisna-turalness, unnatural behaviour. 

2430 Lydg. Chron. Troy 1. vii, lason . . Receyued hath 
penau taliionis OF the goddes for his disnaturelnesse. 

t Disna'tural, v. Obs. [in a. f.prec. adj. ; in 
b. f. Dis- 8 + Natural a. : cf. next.] a. tram. 
or intr. To make or become unnatural ; to brutal- 
ize. b. tram. = Denaturalize 2, Denaturalize. 

1549 Compl. Scott viii. 73 A 1 pepil ar disnaturalit fra there 
glide nature.. 3e ar mair disnaturellit nor is brutal beystis. 
2588 R. Parke tr. Mendoza's Hist. China 70 Vpon paine to 
bee disnaturalled of the countrie. 

Disnairoralize, v. [f. Dis- 6 + Naturalize ; 
cf. 8p. desnaturallzar 1 to banish, to outlaw ' (Min- 
sheu 1399).] = Denaturalize v. i, 2. Hence 
Bisna^turaliza-tion = Denaturalization. 

a 1704 Locice Hist. Navigation 490 (Seager) Magellan .. 
renounced his country, disnaturalizing himself as the custom 
tlien was. 2837 Southey Doctor cxx. IV. 227 [If] this well- 
known name [Job] . . were denaturalized and put out of 
use. 1874 Ld. Stanley Magellan's 2 st Voy. p. xi, The 
custom . . of disnaturalization, in accordance with which, 
any noble who felt aggrieved, formally renounced his fealty 
to the sovereign. 

Bisnature (disn^tiiu), v. [ad. OF. desna - 
turer to change in nature, or change the nature of 
(Godef.), ‘to make vnnaturall * (Cotgr.), It. disna- 
turare. See Dis- 4 and Nature.] 

1 1 . intr. To get into, or .be in, an unnatural or 
disordered condition ; to be unhealthy. Obs. 

2482 Caxton Myrr. 1. xii. 37 So . . trauaylleth phisyque 
to brynge Nature to poynt that disnatureth *in mannes body 
whan ony nialadye or sekenes encombreth hit. 

2 . trails. To render unnatural; to deprive of 
natural quality, character, appearance, etc. Hence 
Diana - tured ppl. a. 

c 2450 Merlin 425 Ymage repaired and denatured fro 
kynde, holde thy pees. 2603 Florio Montaigne (1632) 493 
There are many . . who think to honour their nature, by 
disnaturing themselues. 2733 Churchill Gotham jn. 18 Can 
the stern mother. . From her denatur'd breast tear her young 
child? 2841 DTsraeli Amen. Lit. (2867) 307 A sister de- 
natured of all kin, hastening to be the voluntary accuser of 
her father. 2877 Blackik IVise Men 261 The denatured 
skin Showed livid, flecked with crimson. 

t Disnegle*et, v. Obs. rare . [f. Dis- 5 + Neglect 
v.] tram. To neglect. 

1800 True Briton m Spirit Pub. Jrnls. (2802) IV. 50 
Disneglecting his duty, out of nothing but a piece of pride t 

t Disne*rve, V. Obs. rare. [Dis- 7 a + 
Nerve sb . : cf. obs. F. desnerver (Cotgr.).] tram. 
To deprive of nerve or vigour; to weaken, relax. 

42618 Sylvester Mem. Mortality Ixxxvi, All Idelness 
dis-natures Wit, dis-nerves it. Ibid, [see Disapt]. 

Disnest (disne-st), v. rare. [Dis- 7 c.] 
trans. To dislodge from, or as from, a nest ; also, 
to void (as a nest) of its occupants. 

2396 Life Scanderbeg 41 To chastise the garrison of the 
Turkes, and to chase and disnest them out of their holde. 
a 2700 Dryden Life of Lucian (.17.11) 43 To disnest Heaven 
of so many immoral and debauch’d Deities. 

t Bisne’stle, V. Obs. rare. [f. Dis- 6 + Nes- 
tle. Cf. unnestle trans. T o turn out of a nest. 

1626 T. H. Caussin's Holy Crt. 221 Birds are disnestled 
from the kingdome which nature hath allowed them. 

Disner, disnier, var. Decener, Obs. 
Dismche (disni*tj), v. [f. Dis- 7 c + Niche.] 
tram. To remove from its niche. 

2889 Jrul. Educ. x June 280/1, Pie could dis-niche, so to 
speak, whom he pleased. 

t Disno*ble, a. Obs , rare. [Dis- 10.] Ignoble, 
mean, petty. 

1609 Holland A mm. Marcell xxviil i. 326 A disnoble 
liguobilem] advocat and defender of causes. 

+ Disno'ble, v . Obs. [f. Dis- 8 + Noble a . : 
cf. obs. F. desnoblir to disgrace, vilify (Godef.).] 
tram. To deprive of nobility or grandeur ; to Dis- 

ENNOBLE. 

1622 H. Sydenham Serin. Sol. Occ. ii. (1637) 30 The 
chiefest complement of greatnesse is the retinue, take away 
her equipage you disnoble it. 2638 O. Sedgwicke Serin. 
(2639) 36 O Watch, that it doth not dis-noble and staine its 
excellency by a sordid league, .with slnfull lusts. 

f Disno'minate, v. Obs. rare. [Dis- 6.] 
tram. To take away the name from. 

1683 Cave Ecclesiastici* 223 Reducing it unto the rank of 
a Village, disnomiuating it, and not suffering it to bear the 
name of Caesar. 

Disnosed, disntunber : see Dis- 7 a. 

f DisnuTl, Obs. rare. In 6 dys-. [f. Dis- 
5 + L. null-us none, null : cf. Annul. A variant 
of Denull, Disannul.] trans. To bring to no- 
thing, do away with, destroy. 
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1509 Hawes Past. Pleas . vm. (1845) 3r To dysnutl vyce 
and the vycious to blame. Ibid. xliv. 216 Dysnuliynge the 
sectes of false idolatry. 

i Disnirn, v. Obs. rare - °. [f. Bis- 7 b + 
Nun ; cf . disfriar.] trans. To deprive of nun’s 
orders ; to unnnn. 

i6ix Florio, Distnonacare , to vnfrier. Also to disnunne. 

Disobedience (disabrdiens). Also 5 dys-, 
-aunce. fa. OF. desobedience (in Godef.) ; cf. It. 
disuhbidienza , Sp. desobediencia ; a Romanic form- 
ation for L. inobhiimiia , f. Dis- 4 + L. obedicntia 
Obedience.] 

The fact or condition of being disobedient ; the 
withholding of obedience; neglect or refusal to 
obey ; violation of a command by omitting to con- 
form to it, or of a prohibition by acting in defiance 
of it ; an instance of this. 

la 1400 A rthur 230 To vnderfang oure ordynaunce ; For 
>y dysobediaunce. c 1430 Lydg. Min. Poems 143 (Matz.) 
For disobedience Disclaundrid is perpetually my name. 
1509 Hawes Past. Pleas, xliv. xiv, Adam... And Eve.. the 
worlde dampned .. By disobedience. 1607 Shaks. Cor. nr. 
». 117, I say they norisht disobedience. 1644 Bp. Hall 
Rem. Wks. (1660) 107 Our wilfull disobediences. 1776 
Gibbon Decl, 4* F. i. (1846) I. 11 It was impossible for 
cowardice or disobedience to escape the severest punish- 
ment, 1875 Jowett Plato V. 412 He who obeys the law 
will never know the fatal consequences of disobedience. 

b. transf. Non-compliance with a law of nature, 
an influence, or the like. 

<1x729 Blackmore (J.y If planetary orbs the sun obey, 
Why should the moon disown his sovereign sway? .. This 
disobedience of the moon, etc. 

t Bisobe*diency. Ohs. [f. L. disobedientia : 
see prec. and -ency.J The quality of being dis- 
obedient. 

1597 Daniel Civ. IVars vir. lviii, The out-let Will of 
Disobediency. 16x4 R. Tailor Hog hath lost his Pearl 
in. in Hazl. Dodsley XI. 464 In punishing ray disobediency. 
17x0 Strype Life Grindall, anno 1580 UR..), You might . . 
have corrected the disobediency of such. 

Disobedient (dis^brdient), a. and sb. Also 5 
dys-, 6 disJhob-. [a. OF. des obedient (in Godef.) ; 
cf. It. disubbidiente (Florio), Sp. desob ediente ; a 
Romanic formation, for L. inobedmit-em> f. Dis- 
4 + L. obedient-em Obedient.] 

A. adj. Withholding obedience; refusing or fail- 
ing to obey ; neglectful or not observant of authori- 
tative command ; guilty of breach of prescribed 
duty ; refractory, rebellious. 

14. . Why I can't be a Nun 272 in E. E. P. (1862V 145 
A-nother lady . . That hyjt dame dysobedyent . . set nowst 
by her priores. XS3S Covf.rdale Ps. cv. 7 Oure fathers , . 
were dishobedient at the see. 2549 Cheke Hurt Sedit.( 1641) 
15 How is the king obeyed, whose wisest be withstanded, 
the disobedientest obeyed. 1667 Milton P. L. vi. 687 
Michael and his Powers went forth to tame These dis- 
obedient. 1819 Shelley Cenci m. i, 316 Such was God’s 
scourge for disobedient sons. 1828 Scott F. M. Perth 
xxxiv, These are not loving subjects, but disobedient 
rebels. 

b. transf. Unyielding, intractable, stubborn. 

1588 J. Read Comfend. Method xox Growing nigh to 
the manner of a cancer, and disobedient to any medicine. 
41802 E. Darwin (Webster, 1828), Medicines . . rendering 
peculiar parts of the system disobedient to stimuli. 1843 
Carlyle. Past 4* Pr. in. x. (1872) 165 Disobedient Cotton 
fibre, which will not . .consent to cover bare backs. 

•f B. sb, A disobedient or refractory person. 

1548 Act 2-3 Edw. VI % c. 23. § 2 Inflicting all such Pains 
upon the Disobedients. a 1670 Spalding Troub , Chas. I. 
(1829) 70 Refusers to subscribe the covenant .. and other 
disobedients. 

t Disobedie’ntiary, (#•) and sb. nonce-wd. 
[f. prec. adj. + -aky.] —prec. sb. 

1537 Latimer Serm. 4 Rem, (1845) 3^9 Pseudo-prophets 
. . sly, wily, disobedientiaries to all good orders. 

Disobediently, adv. [f. Disobedient + 
-lt -.] Iii a disobedient manner ; with disregard 
of commands. 

1548 Privy Council Acts (1890) II. 209 Arrogantly and 
disobediently . . contrary to an expresse commandement. 
X594 Hooker Eccl. Pol. 11. ii. (1611) 57 The least thing 
done disobediently towardes God. Mod. These boys have 
behaved most disobediently. 

t Disobersance. Obs. Also 4 des-, 5-6 
-aunce. [a. OF. desobeissance (13th c. in Hatz.- 
Darra.), mod.F . disobd-, f. disob&ssant : see next 
and -ance ] = Disobedience. 

1393 Gower Con/. I. 86 Now.. To telle my desobeissance. 
1413 Pilgr. Sowle (Caxton 1483) in. x. 57 Adam was., 
dampned . . for disobeisaunce to the hest of god. 1548 
Gkst Pr. Masse 93 Canceled owte of the masse boke, as 
heresye to God and disobeysaunce to the King. 

t Disobei’sant, a. and sb. Obs. fa. OF. dcs- 
obeissant (13th c. in Littre; mod. ddsobdissant), pr. 
pple. of disobiir to Disobey.] 

A. adj. Not submissive, Disobedient. B. sb, 
A rebel. . ; 

c 1381 Chaucer Pari. Foules 429 If that I to hyre be 
founde vntrewe, Dishobeysaunt or wilful necligent. c 2430 
Lydg. Min. Poems (Percy Soc.) 143 Disobeisaunt my tithes 
for to paye. 1525 Ld. Berners Froiss. II. xliv. 148 To 

g unysshe them that be dysobeysaunt to the kynge of 
astell. 1542-3 Act 34 Hen. VIII (in Bolton Stat. I ret, 
(16211241) In such . . perill of invasion by the disobeysants, 
Irishrie. . ' 
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Disobey (disab? 1 *),#. Also 4 des-, 4-6 dys- ; 
5 dyshobeye. [a. F. disobiir (13th c. in Hatz.- 
Darm.) = Pr. desobedir , It. disubbidire Romanic 
dis- f desobedire , for late L. inobedire 1 f. Bis- 4 +• 
L. obedire to Obey.] 

1 . intr. To be disobedient ; not to obey. 

This is the original use as in Fr,, but most late instances 
are perhaps absolute uses of the transitive sense 2. 

1393 Gower Con/. 1 . 86 perof woll I desobeie. 1539 Ton- 
stall Serm. Paint Sund. (1823) 26 Pride .. makethe hym 
that disobeyeth to contemne to obey. 1667 Milton P. L. 
hi. 203 Man disobeying, Disloyal breaks his fealtie. 2727- 
38 Gay Fables 1, xx. 24 His bosom burn’d to disobey. 1781 
Cowper Hope 315 If ,, some headstrong hardy lout Would 
disobey, x886 Ruskin Prseierita 1 . 424 The wish to dis- 
obey is already disobedience. 

f b. Const, to, unto [ = F .disobiir h or dative’]. 

14.. Circumcision in Tundale's Vis. 88 Eyre tykes that 
falsly dysobey To holy chyrche. a 1450 Knt. de la Tour 
(1868) 59 She. .disobeyed to God and felle in his yre, 1502 
Ord. Crysten Men (W. de W. 1506) 1. ii, 12 Whan Adam & 
eue /; dysobeyed unto god. 1525 Ld. Berners Froiss , II. 
xxxiii. 97 Moche of his people disobeyed to serue hym. 
1526 Pilgr. Per/. (W, de W. 1531) 35 We., disobey to 
theyr commaundementes, 

2 , trans. [The object represents an earlier dative : 
cf. F. id me disobeit, he disobeys (to) me.] To refuse 
or neglect to obey (any one) ; to neglect wilfully, 
transgress, or violate, the commands or orders of 
(a person in authority, a law, etc.) ; to refuse sub- 
mission to. 

1393 Gower Con/. I. 338 Her owne liege . . That hem 
forsoke and disobeide. Ibid. III. 50 Ther might nothing 
hem disobey. <2x450 Knt. de tec Tour/ 1868) 60 He toke 
and ete thereof, for he wolde .not disobeie her. 1470-85 
Malory Arthur xv i. xi, It were wel done . . that ye dis- 
hobeye not the auysyon. 15x2 Act 4 Hen. VIII , c. 20. § 2 
Mysgoverned. persons disobeyeng your lawes. c 1532 Dewes 
Introd. Fr. in Palsgr . 1048 Nat be wyUyng to disobey 
you. 2632 J. Hayward tr. Biondis Eromena 59 Seeing no 
meanes of disobeying the winds, they gave their violence 
way. 1667 Milton P. L. v. 611 Him who disobeyes Me 
disobeyes, 1797 Mrs. Radcuffe Italian ii, Where is the 
principle which shall teach you to disobey a father? 2875 
Jowett Plato (ed % 2) V. 79 The chief magistrate .. will 
punish those who disobey God and the law. 

Hence Disobeying vbl. sb. and///, a. 

2649 Jer. Taylor Gt. Exemp. 1. ii. 73 Every disobeying 
person that payes the penalty. 

Disobeyal (dist?b^*al). rare. [f. prec. + -ad.] 
An act of disobeying. 

2889 Dally News 31 July 3/4 Certain financial arrange- 
ments followed a disobeyal of the order of the Court, 
f Disobey *ant 9 a. Obs . [irreg, f. Disobey v. 

+ - ant, in place of the normal Disobeisant.] == 
Disobedient. 

142a tr. Secreta Secret Priv. Priv . (E. E. T S.) 122 
Some of the Pepyl ther weryn agaynys hym and disobeiaunt. 

Disobeyer (dis<?b^*aj). [f. Disobey v . + 

-eb 1 .] One who disobeys ; a recusant, a rebel. 

*5*3-75 Diurn. Occurrents (Bannatyne Club) 69 Vnder 
the payne of burnying of dis»beyaris vpoun the cheik. 

1653 A. Wilson /as. /. xx A strickt Proclamation threatens 
the disobeyers. 2875 Kinglake Crimea (1877) V. i. 365 
A wilful disobeyer of orders. 

Disoblegiant, obs. var. Desobligeant. 

x8xx Sporting Mag. XXXVII. 12 Sociables, dlsoblegiants. 

t Disoblig'a tion. Obs. [f. Dis- 9 + Obliga- 
tion ; after msobUged] 

1 . Freedom or release from obligation. 

x6x6 Brent tr. Sarfis Hist. Council Trent (1676) 631 
The place doth not prove a dispensation, that is, a disobli- 
gation from the Law. x 660 Jer. Taylor Duct. Duhit. ir. 
4x1 tL.) The conscience is restored to liberty and dis- 
obligation. 1770 Monthly Rev. 363 The disobligation . . 
being cancelled, .leaves the obligation without abatement. 

2 . A disobliging action ; an act that either negli- 
gently or purposely thwarts a person's convenience 
or wishes ; a piece of inconsiderate treatment ; a 
slight, affront, insult. 

1647 Clarendon # tst. Reb. iv. § 127 By the disobligations 
his family had undergone from the duke of Buckingham. 

1654 H. L'Estrange Chas. /(1655) 132 Noy. .wheel'd about 
..and made amends with his future service, for his former 
dis-obligations. 1739 Cibber Apol. (1756) I. 295 Mrs. Old- 
field receiv’d it rather as a favour than a disobligation. 
1788 Hist, in A nn. Reg;. 61 Russia had . . heaped disobligation 
upon disobligation, in her transactions with Great Britain. 

3 . The fact or feeling of being disobliged. 

X645 F. Thorpe in Hull Lett. (1886) 120 To sowe seedes 
of discention and disobligation betwixt the two nations. 
1713 Steele Englishman No. 1. 9, I.. shall never give a 
Vote out of Peevishness or personal Disobligation. 1754 
Richardson Grandison (1781) III. ix. 66 Your Lordship's 
good resolutions .. must be built on a better foundation 
than occasional disgust or disobligation. 

b. An instance of this feeling ; a grudge. 
a 1754 Fielding Journ. Lisbon 1. x, Besides his disloyalty 
. . I have private disobligations to him. 

f Biso‘bligatory , a [Dis-io.] a. Not obli- 
gatory or binding, b. Releasing from obligation. 

4x649 Drumm. of Hawth. Queries 0/ State Wks. (1711) 
177 All oaths unlawful . . being . /null and disobligatory. 
4x649 Chas. I Let. to Henderson Wks. 265 You much, 
mistake in alleaging that the two Houses of Parliament 
can have this disobligatory power. 

Disoblige (dis^bbi-d^'i, v. [ad. F . disobliger 
(1307m Godef. Su/pli) - Sp. desob ligar. It. disob- 
bligare Romanic * disob ligdre, f. Dis- 4 +• L. obii- 
gdre to Oblige.] 
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tl. trans. To set free from obligation ; to release 
from duty or engagement. Const, of, from. Obs. 

1603 Florio Montaigne in. ix. (1632) 545, I love so much 
to disoblige and discharge myselfe. a 1649 Drumm, of 
Hawth. Hist. jfas. V , Wks. (171x1 79 To disoblige them- 
selves of their greatest duty. 1678 Cudworth IntelL Syst . 
895 They .. would be altogether Disobliged, and Conse- 
quently, might Justly break any Laws. 

absol. 2643 Milton Divorce v. (1851) 74 A particular law 
absolving and disobliging from a more general command, 

-f ib. To disengage, detach. Obs. 

1647 W. Strong Trust 4- Acc. Stezuard 14 Prodigality of 
the publique purse will ever disoblige the people to their 
Rulers. 1689 Temple Misc. i. 85 (Stager ) The failing of his 
design was thought to have something disobliged him from 
France ; upon whose assistance he reckoned. 

2. To refuse or neglect to oblige ; not to consult 
or comply with the convenience or wishes of (a 
person) ; hence, to put a slight upon, affront, offend. 

1632 J. Hayward tr. Biondi’s Eromena To Rdr. Aiv, 
Loth to disoblige so many deserving and noble personages. 
1647 Clarendon Hist. Reb. 11, (1843) 46/1 Colonel Lesley.,, 
being lately disobliged (as they called it) by the King, that 
is, denied somewhat he had a mind to have. 1729 Franklin 
Ess. Wks. 1840 II. 25,1 know not how to disoblige her so 
much as to tell her I should be glad to have less of her 
company. 1787 S. C. Cox P. Williams 1 Rep. I. Notes 681 
His daughter Mabell had disobliged him by turning Roman 
Catholick. 1855 Macaulay Hist. Eng. III. 338 Impossible 
to pay marked court to one without disobliging the rest. 

trans/. 1698 Collier Answ. Congreve (1730) 195 As to 
the Smut [-indecency], I have endeavoured not to dis- 
oblige the Paper with any of it. 

absol. 1697 Dampier Voy. I. 500 For fear of disobliging 
by our refusal. 2741 Richardson Pamela II. 23, I would 
not disoblige on purpose. 

f b. To render disobliging. Obs. rare. 

1716 Collier tr. A Panegyrick 78 Anxiety and Discontent 
is apt to spoil Peoples Tempers, and disoblige their Be- 
haviour. 

3. In more concrete sense ; To inconvenience, in- 
commode, annoy. Obs. or dial. 

2668 [see Disobliging ppl. a.\ 1685 Travestin Siege 
Newkeusel 13 The besieged . .began to fire upon us .. by 
which they somewhat disobliged our Battery. 2697 Col- 
lier Ess. Mor. Sub/, n. (1709) 1 I’m afraid I may dis- 
oblige your Business. 1726 Shelvocke Voy. round World 
387 They disobliged us very much by the stench of their 
dung. 1851 S. Judd Margaret n. i. (x88i) 198, I .. hope 
my presence, Madam, will not disoblige you. 

Hence Disoblrged///. a., slighted, affronted. 

1673 Lady's Call. 1. iii. r 22 Let therefore the disoblig’d 
not look back upon the injury. 2724 A. Collins Gr, Chr. 
Relig. 186 Joiada..and other disoblig’d Refugee Jews. 
2814 Scott Wav. xxxii, His father a disobliged and dis- 
contented courtier. 

Disobligeant, obs. var. Desobligeant. 

2787 Ann Hilditch Rosa de Montmorien I. 48 To travel 
. . in the very disobligeant which Sterne celebrates in his 
Sentimental tour. Ibid. 1 . 49. 

Disobli'gemeut. [£ Disoblige v. + -ment.] 
tl. Release from obligation ; = Disobligation i. 

2648 Milton Tenure Kings (1650) 36 If I make a covnant 
with a man who prove afterward a monster to me, I should 
conceave a disobligement. 1677 Gilpin Demonol. (1867) 107 
God delayed to answer them, which they looked upon, as 
a disobligement from duty. 

f2. A slight; = Disobligation 2 . Obs. 

1635 J. Hayward tr. Biondis Banish'd Virgin 185 Dis- 
obligements received and requited. 2672 Lond. Gaz. No. 
712/4 Some disobligements that Ambassador had lately re- 
ceived there. 

3. The action of disobliging or fact of being dis- 
obliged. 

18.. in H. Adams Alb. Gallatin 450 (Cent.) To the great 
disobligement of some of his strong political friends. 

Disobli'ger. rare. [f. as prec. + -eb L] One 
who disobliges. 

1648 W. Mountague Devout Ess * 1. xv. § 4 (R.) Loving 
our enemies, and benefiting our disobligers. 2730 Swift 
Vind. Ld. Carteret, Disobligers of England. 

Bisoblrgittg, Vbl. sb. [f. as prec. + -ing l] 
The action of the verb Disoblige. 

1692 Vindication Pref. A ij b, The disobliging of Wicked 
Men. 2726-32 Tindal Rapin' s Hist. Eng, xvn. II. 59 By 
this wise Conduct she avoided the disobliging of Men. 

Disobli ging, ppl . a. [f. as prec. + -ing 2 .] 
That disobliges ; disinclined to gratify the wishes 
or meet the convenience of another ; unaccommo- 
dating ; also, f inconvenient, annoying (obs.). 

2652 Cokaine tr. Calprenbdd s Cassaitdra iii. 207 In the 
least disobliging terms. 1665 SirT. Herbert Trap. (1677) 
238 A Prince of that tyrannical and dis*obligin£ nature. 
2668 Davenant Rivals 4 To preserve your knees From such 
a disobliging posture. 2703 De Yqk Power Body 0/ People, 
Misc. 164 Their Proceedings . . have been Disobliging to 
the Nation. 2853 Mrs. Carlyle Lett. II. 239, I must .. 

get our disobliging neighbours turned out. 

Hence Disobli gingly adv.; Disobligingness, 
unwillingness to oblige ; want of readiness to ac- 
commodate another, 

1654 Ld. Orrery Parthen. (1676) 596 The disobligingness 
..of this performance. 1667 G. Digby Elvira 7 Whose 
action . . hath shown So disobligingly, his rash judgement 
of me. 1858 Mrs. Carlyle Lett. II. 382 Women ..whose 
disobligingness had been the cause of my flurry. 1868 
Helps Realmalt xvii, Disobligingness . . is but too common 
everywhere. _ 

t Disobse rvant, a. Obs. rare. [Dis- 10.] 
Not observant; disobedient. 

2672 W. de Britaine Dutch Usurp. 25 A great part of the 
people became disobservant to the Laws. 


DISOBSTETBICATE. 
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f Disobste*tricate, v. Obs. nonce-wd. [Dis- 
6] trans. To reverse the office of a midwife con- 
cerning ; to retard or hinder from child-birth. 

1652 Urquhart Jeivel Wks. (1834) 210 With parturiencie 
for greater births, if a malevolent time disobstetricate not 
their enixibility. 

Bisobstrirct, v. ? Obs. [Dis- 6.] trans. 
To free from obstruction ; — Deobstruct. 

i 6 xx Florio, Disopilare , to open or vnstop, to disobstract. 
1664 Power Exp. Philos. 1. 68 The Optick Nerve being 
. . disobstructed and relaxed. 1738 A. Stuart in Phil. 
Trans. XL. 8 Applications, .intended to.. discuss stagnat- 
ing animal fluids, or disobstract the vessels. 

t Diso*CCident, v. Obs . nonce-wd. [Dis- 8 : 
cf. Disorient.] trans. To throw out of his reckon- 
ing as to the west; to confuse as to the points of the 
compass. 

1672-3 Marvell Reh. Tramp. 1. 53 Perhaps some roguing 
Boy that managed the Puppets turned the City wrong, and 
so disoccidented our Geographer. 

Disoccupa'tion. [f. Dis- 9 + Occupation ; 
cf. F. (Inoccupation (17th c. in Hatz.-Darm.),] 
Lack of occupation, unoccupied condition. 

1834 Southey Corr. w. C. Bowles (x88x) 299 There is no 
interval of disoccupation. 1889 Howells Hazard New 
Fori. 105 A life of luxurious disoccupation. 

Bisoccupy (dis^rkizZpoi), v . [f. Dis- 6 + Oc- 
cupy v., pro b. after F. disoccuper , Sp. desocupar , It. 
disoccupare.~\ trans. To cease to occupy, vacate. 

1872 Daily News 1 Apr. 3/2 [Let. fr. Madrid] The hall 

vacated, .was merely disoccupied in order that [etc.]. 1882 

tr. Rep. Congr. Chili in Chr. World (N.Y.) Feb. (1883) 50 
The refusal of Mr. Gandarillas to disoccupy his post. 

Disodie (dais^-dik), Disodiohydrie, etc., 
Chem . : see Di- prefP 2. 

1873 Fo?ones‘ Chem. (ed. n) 540 Disodiohydrie Phosphate, 
or Disodie Orthophosphate, is prepared by precipitating 
the acid calcium phosphate obtained in decomposing bone- 
ash with sulphuric acid. 

Disodour (disJi'dm). nonce-wd. [Dis- 9.] Ill 
odour ; evil repute. 

1882 Society 1 1 Nov. 7/2 He. .died in the disodour of being 
..fa] most extortionate old bunks, 
t Biso'ffice, sb. Obs. [Dis- 9.] An evil office, 
an ill turn, a disservice. 

1624 Brief Inform. Affairs Palatinate 56 It shall be an 
vnkindnesse and dis-omce in his deportment. 

t Biso*ffice, v. Obs. [Dis- 7 c.] trans. To 
deprive of or depose from office. 

1627 Cri. $ Times Chas. I (1848) I. 241 The other lords. . 
whicn are refusers, are disofficed. 1658 J. R. Chr. Subj. vii. 
100 To dis-authorize and dis-office a Magistrate, a 1670 
Hacket A bp. Williams n. (1692) 200 All that refuse it must 
be sequestred, imprisoned, disomced. 

+ Bi-solxrtion. Chem. Obs. [Di- 2 2 A 
solution of a sub- or proto-salt (eg. of mercury). 

1854 J. Scoffern in Orr’s Circ. Sc. Chem. 501 The action 
of dry hydrochloric acid on di-solutions of mercury. 
Bisomatous fcUis<?“*mat3s), a. [f. Gr. Snrdi- 
par-os double-bodied (f. Si-, Di- 2 + crwpa, (Tcofxar- 
body) + -ous.] Having two bodies, double-bodied. 

1857 Dunglison Med. Diet. s.v. Disowns, A Monster with 
two bodies . . is said to he disomatous. 

t Bisoprnion. Obs. [f. Dis- 9 + Opinion.] 

1 . Adverse or mean opinion (of ) ; disesteem. 

1625 Sir J. Eliot in Gardiner Hist. Eng (1875) ]. vi. 225 
The general disopinion . . which it would work to him. 1640 
Bp. Reynolds Passions xxxix. 501 According to the Dis- 
opinion & slender Conceipt which they have of their own 
Abilities. 1647 May Hist. Pari. n. iv. 67 A disopinion and 
dislike of the Parliament. # 1705 Sir E. Walker Hist. Disc. 
2x9 He was in some disopinion with the king. 

2 . Difference of opinion ; dissent, rare. 

1598 Florio, Disparere , a disopinion, a diuersitie in con- 
ceit.. 1640 Bp. Reynolds Passions iv, Assenting and dis- 
senting thoughts, belief and disopinion. 

Hence f Disopi'nioned a. Obs., thought little of, 
held in disrepute. 

%6zz H. Sydenham Serm. Sol. Occ. 11. (1637) 137 A dis- 
opinioned undervalued man. 

t Biso*ppilate, v. Med. Obs. [f. Dis- 6 + 
Oppilate ; cf, F. disopiler ( 1 6th c. in Hatz.-Darm.), 
It. disoppilare, obs. Sp. desopilar ; also Deoppi- 
late.] trans . To free from obstruction ; absol. to 
remove obstructions; = Deoppilate. 

1577 Frampton Ioyfull Newes 11. (1596) 54 Being vsed it 
[Sassafras] dooth disopilate, and make a good colour in the 
face. ^ x6oi Holland Pliny xx. vi. II. 43 Hippocrates .. is 
of opinion, that it will disopilate the neck of the Matrice. 
1652 Wadsworth Chocolate 8 It hath also parts of Sulphur 
and of Quicksilver, which doth open, and disopilate. 

Disorb (dis^ib), v. [f. Dis- 7 a, c+ Orb 

1 . trans. To remove from its orb or sphere. 

1606 Shaks. Tr. Sf Cr. n. ii. 45 Like a Starre disorVd. 

*800 W. Taylor in Monthly Mag. VIII. 601 To turn aside 
the planet, .and to disorb its approaching culmination. 

2 . To deprive of the orb as a symbol of sove- 
reignty. 

1863 W. Lancaster Praeterita 54 Until the tale of years 
disorb my hand. 1887 Swinburne Locrine 111. ii. 66 Dis- 
crowned, disorbed, discrested. 

Biso'rchard, v. rare. [Dis- 7 a, b ; cf. dis- 
forest.] trans. To change from the condition of an 
orchard ; to divest (land) of orchards. 

1796 W. Marshall W. England I. 216 Land . . encumbered 
with orchard trees, .and which ought, .to he disorcharded. 
1869 Pall Mall G. 24 Sept. 3 Disorcharding must of neces- 


sity be a gradual process, and, meanwhile, how is the 1 
farmer, .to pay the higher rent which the landlord usually 
expects for his' orchard land ? 
t BisO'rdain, v. Obs. Forms : 3 desordeine, 
3-5 -deyne, 4-5 disordeyne, 5 -hordeyne. 
[a. OF. desorden-er to disorder, degrade (nth c.), 
mod.F. disordonner = Sp. dcsor denar, It. disordi- 
nare , a Romanic formation from Dis- 4 + L. ordi- 
ndre to order, Ordain. Cf. Deordinate.] 

1 . trans. To deprive of or degrade from orders. 

1297 R. Glouc. (1724) 473 eni clerc . . were itake, & vor 

felon iproued . . That me solde him uerst desordeini. c 1300 
Beket 378 That he scholde the preost take, And desordeyni 
him of his ordre. 

2 . To disorder, derange. 

2398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. vn. li. (1495) 265 Diaria ! 
comyth.. of humours whyche renne..fro the hede to the 
guttes, and disordeynyth them. 

t B£so*rdained, ppl* a. Obs. Also 6 -or- 
dened, -ined. [f. Djsordain v. 4* -ED, but, in 
sense 2, app. ad. OF. desordeni : see next.] 

1 . Disordered, irregular, out of order. 

c 1430 Pilgr. Lyf Manhode 1. cxix. (1869) 62 Bi his disor* 
deyned smellinge. 

2 . Unrestrained, immoderate : = Disordinate i. 

a 1425 Chaucer's Pars. T. T 744 [MSS. Harl. & Camb.] j 
Glotenye is vnresonable and desordevned [other MSS. 
desordeyne(e, discorde] coueytise to ete and to drynke. 
1556 Aurelio <§* l sab. (1608) B iij, After that these two 
knightes had longe ynough strained together, .came in so 
disordined wordes [< desordonnees parolle$\ that taking their 
. . swordes [etc.]. Ibid. E vij, Holde backe yowre disor- 
denede an s were. 

t Diso’r&eme, diso*rdeny, a. (sb.) Obs. 
Forms; 4 des-, dis or dene, 4-5 des-, dis-, dys-, 
•ordeynee, -ordenee, -ordeine, -eyne, -eigne, 

5 -ordeyne, -ordeny. [a. OF. desordeni (mod. 
disor donni\, pa. p pi e . o f des or detier : see Disordain 
and Disordinate. The final i of OF. appears to 
have had a double fortune, becoming on the one 
side mute as in Assign, Avowe, on the other de- 
veloping into -ee, - ie , -y as in Assignee, City : cf. 
dishevel , dishevely.'] 

Inordinate, immoderate, excessive; disorderly, 
irregular. (Cf. Disordinate i.) 

1340 Ayenb. 34 Auarice is disor dene loue. c *386 Chaucer 
Pars. T. r 841^ Alle the desordeynee [v.rr. dysordenee, 
disordeynet, -deine , -deyne, desordeigne] moewynges that 
comen of flesshly talentes. ^1430 Pilgr. Lyf Manhode 1. 
cxxiii. (1869) 65 Whan }xm seest )>e wille enchne to dede dis- 
ordeynee. c 1430 [see B.]. ^1475 Partenay 2768 All disording 
[? disordiny] is she All-way. 

B, sb. Disorder, an irregularity. 
c 1450 St. Cuthbert (Surtees) 2079, 2083 What disordeny 
he kende, He was besy it to amende . . Disordenys 
when he reproued, Disordeny monkes, >at ]>aim loued, Of 
his spekyng were no3t payed. 

Hence f Biso rdeinely adv. Obs., inordinately, 
immoderately. 

3:340 Ayenb. 55 Hit ne is no zenne uor to ethe he guode 
metes ak ethe his [—but to eat them] to uerliche o]?er dis- 
ordeneliche. 1413 Pilgr. Smvle (Caxton 1483) in. x. 57 
A good thynge desordeynly desyred ageynst goddes wylle. 

Bisorder (dis^udsi), [^* Dis- 9 + Order 
sb. : prob. after F, desordre (Palsgr. 1530). Cf. 
also Disorder v. (which is known earlier).] 

1 . Absence or undoing of order or regular ar- 
rangement; confusion; confused state or condition. 

1530 Palsgr. 214/1 Disorder of a thyng, desbavlx, des- 
ordre, desordonnance. 1355 Eden Decades Pref. to Rdr. 
(Arb.) S3 Disorder of the partes is a deformitie to the hole. 
1653 Hobbes Leviath. 11. xxx. 176 Common-wealths, im- 
perfect, and apt to relapse into disorder. 1653 H. Cogan 
tr. Pinto’s Trav. xxxix. 154 In this order, or rather disorder, 
we arrived at the Castle. 1667 Milton P. L. hi. 713 Light 
shon, and order from disorder sprung, 3712 W. Rogers 
Voy. 3 Our Ships out of trim, and every thing in disorder. 
a 1839 Praed Poems (1864) I.189 The tangled boughs.. 
Were twined in picturesque disorder. 1873 Jowett Plato 
j (ed. 2) V. 93 Disorder in a state is the source of all evil, and 
order of all good. 

*hb. Violation of recognized order, irregularity. 
1709 Pope Ess. Crit. 152 Thus Pegasus, a nearer way to 
take, May boldly deviate from the common track ; From 
vulgar bounds with brave disorder part, And snatch a grace 
beyond the reach of art. 

2 . (with a and pi.) An instance of want of order 
or breach of rule ; an irregularity. 

1574 Whitgift Def. Aunsw. iii. Wks. (1851] I. 363 If you 
say that it were a disorder that all should lay on their hands, 

I grant you. 3582 Hester Seer. Phiorav. 1, i. 1 These dis- 
orders which are thus committed. 1687 T. Brown Saints in 
Uproar Wks. 1730 I. 83, I am resolved to.. reform these 
disorders. 1828 Sir W. Napier Penins. War iv. vi. I. 328 
Inexperience was the .. principal cause of the disorders 
which attended the retreat. 

concr. 1717 Frezier Voy. S. Sea 263 The Decoration of 
the Altars . . crowded and bad . . a man cannot but lament 
the immense Sums they spend on those gilt Disorders. 

tb. spec. An irregularity of conduct; a disorderly 
act or practice ; a misdemeanour. Obs. 

3581 Pettie Guazzo's Civ . Conv. To Rdr. (3586) A vij, The 
disorders of those travailers abroade, are the chiefe cause. 
3603 Shaks. Twel. N. 11. iii. 105 My Lady bad me tell you, 
that though she harbors you as her kinsman, she's nothing 
ally’d to your disorders, a 1715 Burnet Own Time (1823) 
I. 457 The king had another mistress . . she fell into many 
scandalous disorders. 3772 S. Denne Hist. Rochester 363 
To remedy the disorders of those committed to his charge. 


3 . Disturbance, commotion, tumult; esp. a breach 
of public order, riot, mutiny, outrage. 

3532 Becon Pomander of Prayer Prayers, etc. (1844) 2 ° 
To send the spirit of love and concord among us, that, with- 
out any disorder or debate, every one of us may be content 
with our calling. 1628 Mead in Ellis Or ig. Lett. Ser, 1. III. 
265 To_ prevent all disorder the train-bands kept a guard on 
both sides of the way. 1761 Hume Hist. Eng. III. lx. 
295 Many disorders in England it behoved him previously 
to compose. 1834 West hid. Sketch Bk. 1 . 303 A never 
ceasing surf . . when the wind blows strong . . it breaks with 
terrific disorder on the coast. 

+ 4 . Disturbance or agitation of mind, discom- 
posure. Obs. 

1395 Shaks. John in. iv. 102, I will not keepe this forme 
vpon my head, When there is such disorder in my witte. 
1680 Burnet Rochester (1692) 20 He remembering his dream 
fell into some disorder ..and said . . he was to die before 
morning. 1765 H. Walpole Otranto i. (1798) 27 His voice 
faltered, and he asked with disorder, * What is in the great 
chamber ?' 1838 Lytton Leila 1. vi, The old man found 
Boabdil in great disorder and excitement. 

5 . A disturbance of the bodily (or mental) 
functions; an ailment, disease. (Usually a weaker 
term than Disease, and not implying structural 
change.) 

a 1704 Locke i J*\ Sometimes occasioned by disorder in the 
body, or sometimes by thoughts in the mind- 1725 N. 
Robinson Th. Physick iii. 108 A Fever is the first Disorder 
that affects the Blood and Vessels. 1781 Cowper Lett. 
18 Mar., A slight disorder in my eye. i860 B’ness Bunsen 
in Hare Life (1879) II. iv. 261 A new and troublesome stage 
of his chronic disorder. 1883 Syd. Soc. Lex., Disorder, .a 
term frequently used in medicine to imply functional dis- 
turbance, in opposition to manifest structural change. 
Disorder (dis^udGj), v. [app. a modification 
of earlier desordene, disordeine vb., OF. desordener, 
after Order vb. (Palsgr. has a F. disordrer beside 
disordonner, but the latter (OF. desordener) was 
the proper F. form.) (Disorder sb. is app. later.)] 

I . trans. To put out of order ; to destroy the 
regular arrangement of; to throw into disorder or 
confusion ; to disarrange, derange, upset. 

3477 Earl Rivers (Caxton) Dictes 70 Workis doon by 
lesingis is for to disordre good thinges. 3383 Fulke in 
Confer, in. (1584) Pijb, You would obscure the sense by 
disordering the wordes. 1659 B. Harris ParivaTs Iron A ge 
308 The Polanders . . attempted sundry waies to break and 
disorder the Swedish army. 1667 Milton P. L. x . 9x4 
With .. tresses all disorderd. 1783 Burke Rep. Affairs 
Jnd. Wks. 1842 II. x Your committee hold it expedient to 
collect . . the circumstances, by which that government ap- 
pears to them to be most essentially disordered. 1887 Bowen 
Virg. VEneid vi. 49 Loose and disordered her fair hair flew. 

*t b. inlr. (for ref.) To become disordered; to 
fall into confusion. Obs. 

1523 Ld. Berners Froiss. I. clxii. 198 The batayle of the 
marshals began to dysorder, by reason of the shot of the 
archers. 1647 May Hist. Pari. iii. v. 86 The Earle made.. 
Gull’s Horse to retreat and disorder at this first charge. 

f 2 . trans. To make morally irregular ; to vitiate, 
corrupt ; to mar, spoil. Obs . 

1576 Fleming Panopi. Epist. 401 Many times by reading 
such try lies, .the manners of younge learners are disordered. 
1585 T. Washington tr. Nicholay’s Voy. iv. xxxiv. 156 b, 
A life disordered, corrupted, and ful of al villany. 

■fb. reft. To violate moral order or rule; to 
break loose from restraint, behave in an unruly or 
riotous manner; to transgress the bounds of mode- 
ration, go to excess. Obs. (Cf. Disorderly a . 2, 
Disordinate i.) 

3579 Tomson Calvin's Serm. Tim. 53/2 Those persons, 
•which disorder themselues, and beecome wild colts, and can 
abide no law nor bridle. 3613 Mauch. Crt. Leet Rec. < 1885) 

II. 27^ A common Drunckard, and disorders himselfle vene 
often m quarrelinge and brawhnge. a 3634 Selden Table-T. 
(Arb.) 44 That he should not disorder himself neither with 
eating nor drinking, but eat very little of Supper. 

f 3 . trans. To disturb the mind or feelings of; 
to agitate, discompose, disconcert. Obs. 

1575 J. Still Gamm. Gurton v. ii. in Hazl. Dodsley III. 
236 Dame Chat, master doctor upon you here com plaineth, 
That you and your maids should him much disorder. 1679 
Burnet Hist. Ref I. 459 This he uttered with a stern coun- 
tenance, at which Lambert being a little disordered [etc.]. 
17x9 De Foe Crusoe 1.1840) II. i. 4, I looked very earnestly 
at her; so that it a little disordered her. 3819 Shelley 
Cenci 11, i. 77 He said, he looked, he did ; — nothing at all 
Beyond his wont, yet it disordered me. 

+ b. To confuse or discompose the countenance. 
3676 Dryden A urengz. in. i. 15x8 Disorder not my F ace 
I into a Frown. 1791 Mrs. Inchbald Simp. Story IV. xii. 
150 With an angry voice and with his countenance dis- 
ordered. 1795 Southey Joan of Arc iv. 461 The youth's 
cheek A rapid blush disorder’d. . 

4 . To derange the functions of; to put out of 
health ; to ‘ upset * (a person or animal, or an organ 
or part of the body, or the mind). 

3326 Pilgr. Perf. (W. de W. 1531) 263 b, By reason of., 
some humour, whiche disordereth the body. 3694 Acc.-Sev. 
Late Voy. 11. (17x1) 80 If you should eat their Fat, it would 
..disorder the Stomach very much. 1697 Dam pier Voy. I. 
229 They [cochineal insects] take wing . . but the heat of the 
Sun so disorders them, that they presently fall down dead. 
1733-4 Berkeley Let. to Prior 17 Mar., The east wind .. 
never fails to disorder my head. 3735 Wesley Wks. (1872) 
I. 18 The sea has not disordered me at alb 1833 Ld. 
Houghton in Life (1891) I. xi. 490 That doctrine . . seems 
capable of quite disordering the minds of men who adopt 
it. Mod. This climate is apt to disorder the liver. 
transf. 1826 Q. Rev. XXXIV. 456 It is not full of such 


DISORDEKABLE. 

disgraceful vice and meanness as the Confessions of Rous- 
seau, but it is as much disordered by vanity as they are by 
susceptibility. , . , ■ , , 

f 5. To deprive of, or degrade from, holy orders; 
= Disordain i. Obs. 

1563-87 Foxe A. <$• M. (15 96) 131/2 If this Pope Iohn did 
not erre in his disordering Formosus. x68x Dryden Sp. 
Friar v. ii, A iplt. I shall do it by proxy, friar ; your bishop’s 
my friend, and is too honest to let such as you infect a 
cloister. Com. Ay, do, father-in-law, let him be stripped 
of his habit, and disordered. 

8. [f. Dis- 6 + Order v .] To reverse an order 
for; to countermand. 

1643 Prynne Sov, Power Pari. ni. 122 The first word 
[Awrtracnrojafct'os:] signifies properly disordered, counter- 
ordered, or ordered against. 1853 Smedley L. Arundel 
xxvi, Charley Leicester, who dis-ordered the post-horses 
and postponed his journey to Constantinople. 

Hence Diso rdering vbL sb. and ppl. a. 

1533 Ld. Berners Froiss. I. xviii. 19 The next day. .all 
the os te - . avau need, without disordering.^ 1559 Printer 
in Priv. Prayers ( 1851) 105 That we fall not into disordering 
of ourselves by anger. 1603 Knom.es Hist. Turks(t 6 ^S) 39 
[The] arrowes fell as thick . . as if it liad bin a perpetual . . 
shovvre of haile, to the great disordering and dismaying of 
the whole armie. 1744 Ess. Acting 17 Like one not quite 
awak’t from some disordering Dream. 

t Disor derable, a. Obs. rare-*, [f. prec. + 
-able.] Capable of being put in disorder. 

1611 Cotgr., Desemparable , .disorderable. 

Diso rdered, ppl a . [f. as prec. + -ed \ j 

1. Put out of order, thrown into confusion; dis- 
arranged, confused, irregular. 

1:571 Digges Pantom. in. xiv. S ij b, To measure exactly 
the solide content of any small body, how disordred or 
irregular so euer it be. 1603 Knolles Hist. Turks (1638) 
39 Bald win., seeking to restore his disordered companies, 
and to stay the furie of the enemie. 1635 Earl Strafford 
Lett, Disp. (1739) L 394 Pardon my disordered Writing. 
1805 Southey Madoc in Azt. xix, They, .with disorder’d 
speed . .Ran to the city gates. 1838 Thirlwall Greece IV, 
xxix. 79 Thrasybulus suddenly turned^ upon the enemy 
... and . . attacked their victorious but disordered centre, 
f b. Not according to order or rule, irregular. 
1561 T. Norton Calvin's Inst. r. 25 b, After once that 
such disordered counterfaiting of God well liked them, they 
neuer endedj till .. they imagined y God did shew forth 
his power in images. 1592-3 Act 3$ EUz. c. 1. § 5 Fre- 
quenting disordered and unlawful Conventicles and As- 
semblies. 1635 Pagitt Christianogr. 171 There were fifty 
of those Popes irregular, disordered and Apostaticall. _ 

+ 2. Morally irregular, vitiated, corrupt; disor- 
derly, unruly, riotous; =»T)isoxu)INATE i. Ohs, 

154*8 Hall Citron,, Pick. Ill (an. 3) 44 b, The disordered 
affection whiche this kynde kynseman shewed to his blood. 
1579 in W. H. Turner Select. Pec.- Oxford 407 A nomber 
of disordered persons of the Universitie. 1585 Ab:\ Sandys 
Serm. (1841) 381 Our own rebellious and disordered desires. 
1605 Shaks. Lean . iv. 263 Men so disorder'd, so debosh’d, 
and bold. 1630 Crt. Times Chas. I (1848} II. 63 His 
wife hath . . been committed to the same prison for her 
disordered tongue. 1667 Milton P. I., vi. 696 Warr. .hath 
..to disorder’d rage let loose the reines. 1743 Bui.kei.ey 
& Cummins Coy. S. Seas 84 The People very much dis- 
order’d in Liquor, and very quarrelsome. 

-f 3. Discomposed, agitated. Obs, 

17x1 Addison Sped. No. 42 J* 1 It is. .a very odd Spectacle, 
to see a Queen venting her passion in a disordered Motion, 
x8oo Mrs. Hkrvey M our tray Fam. III. 18 She found him 
pacing the room, with a disordered air. 

4. Affected with bodily or mental disorder ; out 
of health; deranged; morbid. 

axjgt Atterbury febxxii. 21 (Senger) Notwithstanding 
that we feel our souls disordered and restless, .yet we are 
strangely backward to lay hold of this method of cure. 
1777 Priestley Matt. $Spir.K 1782) I. xviii. 212 A disordered 
mind [is] in many cases, the evident effect of a disordered, 
body. 1830 Herschel Stud. Nat, Phil. § 82 In some cases 
of disordered nerves, we have sensations without objects. 
x8$6 Sir B. Brodie Psvchol. Inq . I. iii. 92 Mental derange- 
ment is in numerous instances preceded by a disordered 
state of the general health. 

Hence Diso'rderedly adv . ; Disor&eredness. 
1571 Golding Calvin on Ps. xi. 8 Lest the disorderednesse 
of al things may empair his faith. _ 1574 tr. Marlorafs 
Apocalips 35 The Nicolaits which Hue disordered! y haue 
for their founder, Nicolas one of the seuen ... deacons. 
a 16x0 Knolles (J.), By that disorderedness of the soldiers 
a great advantage was offered unto the enemy. x6xi Cotgr., 
Escorcker les augur lies par la queue, to doe things dis- 
orderedly, awkwardly, the wrong way. 

Biso rderer, rare—*, [f. as prec. + -eb L] 
One who disorders. 

1598 Florio, Scorrettore, a spoiler, a marrer of anie thing, 
a disordrer. 

Disorderliness. [f. next + -ness.] The 
quality or condition of being disorderly. 

1584 Whitgift Let. to Burgh ley, Not., out of respect 
of his disorderliness, in the manner of the communion . . 
but also of his negligence in reading. 1678 Cudworth 
Intell. Syst. 873 God is not the President .. of Irregular . . 
Lust or Appetite, and of loose Erratick Disorderliness. 
X748 Richardson Clarissa (18x1) VIII. 331 Disordering 
more her native disorderliness. 1885 Vpool Daily Post 
9 June 4/3 The Speaker pointed out the disorderliness of 
the proceedings. 

Disorderly 'disp-icMi), a. [f. Disorder sb. 

+ -LY 1 ; after orderly l\ 

1. Characterized by disorder, or absence of order 
or regular arrangement ; in a state of disorder ; not 
orderly ; confused, irregular, untidy. 

1632 J. Hayward tr. Biomii's Eromena 59 The winds so 
outrageously unstable .. they were constrained to rome up 
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and downe, with an order so disorderly, that [etc.]. 2655 

Stanley. Hist.. Philos, ni. <170x1 112/2 JEschylus, saith he, 
is of all Poets . . the harshest, most disorderly, xyxa 
Berkeley Passive Obed. § 28 A disorderly and confused 
chaos. 1735 N. Robinson Tit. Physick viii. 175 A dis- 
orderly, weak, low Pulse. 1850 Prescott Peru I. 302 I he 
disorderly^ state - of Peru was such as to demand ‘the imme- 
diate interposition of government. 1855 Macaulay Hist. 
Eng. IV. 79 A mob of people as naked, as dirty, and as 
disorderly as the beggars . . on the Continent. 

2 . Opposed to or violating moral order, consti- 
tuted authority, or recognized rule or method ; not 
submissive to rule, lawless ; unruly ; tumultuous, 
riotous. (Of persons, or their actions, etc.) 

1585 Abp. Sandys Serm. (1841) 383 To behold the dis- 
orderly dealings of the wicked. 1658 A. Fox Wurtz Surg. 
iii. iii. 224 A patient causeth pains to himself with disorderly 
eating and drinking. c x68o Beveridge Serm. (1729) I. 24 
Whatsoever disorderly or unworthy persons are admitted 
to holy orders. 168 x-6 J. Scott Citr. Life (1747) HI- 3 10 
To confirm the Weak, and admonish the Disorderly. 1700 
S. L. tr. Fryke's Voy. E. Ind.zi'j They [Seamen] ever grow 
more disorderly and ungovernable as they come nearer 
home. 1817 Pari. Deb. 346 The Speaker submitted . . that 
. . if it was a personal charge against an individual member 
of the House, it was certainly disorderly. 1845 Stephen 
Cotton. Laws Eng. vi. vii. § 14 1x895) IV. 221 If the drunken- 
ness be accompanied with riotous or disorderly behaviour., 
imprisonment for any term not exceeding one month, with 
or without hard labour, may be imposed. 1879 Cassell’s 
Techn. Educ. in. 163 Disorderly conduct is always severely 
punished. 1891 Law Times XC. 412/1 [He] appeared to be 
under the influence of drink, and was behaving in a most 
disorderly manner. Mod. He was charged with being drunk 
and disorderly. 

b. spec, in Law. Violating public order or 
morality; constituting a nuisance; esp, in disor- 
derly house (see qtiot. 1877) ; disorderly person, one 
guilty of one of a number of offena s against public 
order as defined by various Acts of Parliament, esp. 
5 Geo. IV, c, 83. § 5. 

1744 Act 17 Geo. II, c. 5. § t They who threaten to run 
away and leave their wives or children to the parish; or 
unlawfully return to a parish from whence they have been 
legally removed; or, not having wherewith to maintain 
themselves, live idle, and refuse to work for the usual 
wages ; and all persons going from door to door, or placing 
themselves in streets, etc., to beg in the parishes where they 
dwell, shall be deemed Idle and Disorderly Persons. 1809 
Tomlins Law Diet., Disorderly houses, see Bawdy Houses ; 
Riots', Theatres. 1817 Pari. Deb. 43s Be it enacted, that 
every house, room or place, which shall be opened or used 
as a place of meeting for the purpose of reading books, 
pamphlets, newspapers, or other publications .. shall be 
deemed a disorderly house or place, unless the same shall 
have been previously licensed. 1824 Act 5 Geo. IV, c. 83. 
§ 3. .... every petty chapman or pedlar wandering abroad 
and trading, without being duly licensed or authorized by 
la w,... [etc. etc;] shall be deemed an idle and disorderly 
person within the true intent and meaning of this act. 1877 
J. F. Stephen Digest Crim. Law (18831 12 ® The following 
houses are disorderly houses, that is to say : common bawdy 
houses, common gaming houses, common betting houses, 
disorderly places of entertainment. 1887 Times 30 Sept. 8/3 
The charge cf keeping, .a disorderly house, 
f 3 . Affected with disorder or disturbance of the 
bodily functions ; diseased, morbid. Obs. 

1655 Culpepper River tit iv. vii. 121 A thin watery Humor 
or Choller which abounds in the blood, a ud makes it more 
disorderly. 

4 . Attended with mental agitation or discompo- 
sure. rare. 

1871 R. Ellis Catullus lxv. 24 She in tell-tale cheeks 
glows a disorderly shame. 

Diso'rderly, adv . [f. as prec. + -ly 2.] In a 
disorderly manner. 

1 . Without order or regular arrangement ; con- 
fusedly, irregularly; in disorder or confusion. 

a 1577 Gascoigne Devise of a Masque, etc. \ R.) On other 
side the Turkes . . Disorderly did spread their force. 1586 
Exam. II. Barrow, etc. in Hart. Misc. (Malh.) II. 17 
Suggestions against me, disorderly framed according to the 
malitious humour, of mine accuser. 1632 J. Hayward tr. 
BiondTs Eromena 37 With their heire hanging disorderly 
about their eares. 1745 P. Thomas Jrnl. Anson’s Voy. 182 
The Husbandmen at first sow it [ricej disorderly, like other 
Corn. 1847 Tennyson Princess iv. 152 *To horse* Said 
Ida; ‘home ! to horse l’ and fled . . Disorderly the women. 

2 . Not according to order or rule; in a lawless 
or unruly way ; tumultuously, riotously. 

X564 Brief Exam, *iij r Their amendement who haue dis- 
orderlye behaued them selues. 1581 Lambarde Eireu, 11. 
v. (1588) 185 An unlawful! Assemblie, is the companie of 
three or mo persons, disorderly comming together . , to 
commit an vnlawfull acte. x6xx Bible 2 Tkess. iii. 6 That 
ye withdraw your selues from euery brother that walketh 
disorderly. 1689 Luttrell Brief Pel. (1857) I. 528 The 
Polish letters bring, that the dyet . . was lately broken up 
very disorderly. 1843 J- H. N ewman Miracles 58 They 
could use them disorderly. 

3 . With mental agitation or discomposure, rare. 

*8xx W. R. Spencer Poems 2x1 Disorderly she own’d her 

glorious passion. 

f Diso*rderous, a.. Obs. [f, Disorder sb. + 
-ous.] * Disorderly a. Hence f Diso-rderously 
adv., f Diso r der oxtsness . 

. I S79. Tomson C alvin's Serm. Tim. 115/1 They whiche 
hue disorderously, and giue euill example to the rest. Ibid. 
119/2 I f there be any disorderous or disolute person. Ibid. 
143/1 If they see any dronkardes, if they see any whore- 
dome, and such like disorderousnesse. 1581 J. Bell Had- 
don’s Ansiv. Os0r.ft.x5b, One ouely disorderous order of 
people. Ibid. 323 The disorderous abuses of all your religion. 
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1652 J. Wadsworth tr. Sandovals Civil Wars Sp. 164 Risen 
in such Commotious and Disordrous manner. 

t BisOTdinance. Obs. Forms: 4-5 dis-J 
dys-, -orden-, -ordin-, -ordyn-aunce, 5- 6 -6r- 
donaunce. [a. OF. desordenance , later -<?«(;;.)- 
ance, f. desordener (now -ordonner) to Disordain : 
see -ance.] Disorder, confusion, irregularity. 

c 1374 Chaucer Boetk. v. pr. 1. 150 What place my3t[e] 
ben left .. to folie and to disordinaunce syn h a t god leclij> 

. . alle finges by ordre?^ 1481 Caxton Tally’s Friendship, 
Orat. G. Flaminius E iv. They have sette it in grete 
trouble and disordinaunce ■ 1489 -7- Faytes ofA. 1. xvi. 48 
Noo thyng is mor preiudicyable in a bataille than dysor- 
donaunce. 150a Ord. Crysfen Men. (W. de W. 1506; iv. xiii. 
205 Yf he haue not other disordonaunce. 

t Diso'rdinate, a. Obs. Forms: a. 4-7 disor- 
dinat, 5 dys-, disordynate, disordenate, 6- dis- 
ordinate. j 3 . 5-6 des-, dys-, 6 disordon(n)ate. 
[Latinized form of OF. desordend ( = Sp. desorde- 
tiado, It. disordinato ), pa. pple, of desordener to 
Disordain. Cf. the synonym Deordinate from 
med.L. *dedrdinare, and see De- I. 6.] 

1 . Not conformed to moral order, or to what is 
right, befitting, or reasonable ; transgressing the 
bounds of moderation or propriety ; unrestrained, 
immoderate, inordinate. (Cf. Disorderly a. 2.) 

^1386 Chaucer Pars. T. r 348 The horrible disorclinat, 
scantnesse of clothing. 1483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 34/2 For 
this cause putteth gylbert the necglygence of prelates emonge 
the thyngys dysordynate. 1502 Ord. Cry s ten Men (W. de 
W. 1506J 1, vii. 75 [The soul] falleth by affeccion in Joue 
dysordonate in to powder & asshes of thynges erthely. 
1577 Northbkooke Dicing ( 1843) 171 They daunce with 
disordinate gestures., to dishonest verses. 1579 Twyne 
Phisicke agst. Fort. 11. xlviii. 223 b, Although the lyfe of 
man in many other thinges be disordinate and out of course. 
x65o F. Brooke tr. Le Blanc's Trav. 1x7 Winter begins 
in May, because of the disordinate rallies which fall from 
that Moneth to the end of August. a x ^93 Urquiiart’ 
Rabelais m. xxxii. 271 Disordinate Passions and Perturba- 
tions of the Mind. 

b. of persons. 

1483 Caxton Cato A ij, By whiche they be the more dis- 
ordynate and obstynate in their Iniquite. 1574 H kllowks 
Gueuara’s Fam. Ep. 4 A Prince . . disordinate in eating, 
and not sober in drinking, is termed but vicious. 1670 
Milton Hist. Eng. iii. <1851) 99 They ., unfitted .. the 
People, now grown worse and more disordinat,to reeeave. . 
any Liberty. 1671 — Samson 701 With sickness and disease 
thou bow’st them down . . Though not disordinate, yet 
causeless suffering The punishment of dissolute days. 

2 . Devoid of order, confused, irregular; = Dis- 
orderly a. 1. (Only in De Quincey.) 

1822-56 De Quincey Confess. Wks. V. 146 This private 
Oswestry library wore something of the same wild tumul-; 
tuary aspect, fantastic and disordinate. 1840 — Style Wks. 
XI. 182 Artifices peculiarly adapted to jhe powers of the 
Latin language, and yet. .careless and disordinate. 1 

Hence f Biso-r&inateness, Obs. 

1657 Divine Lover 113 When shall disordinatenesse be' 
blotted out of thee? 

t Biso'rdinately, adv. Obs. [f. prec. + -LY 2 .] 

1 . Not according to older, propriety, or modera- 1 
tion ; irregularly ; inordinately, excessively. 

1474 Caxton Ckesse 1. i. A iv, To displese . . god by synhe 
8 c the peple by lyuyng disordonatly. Ibid. ill. iii. F ij b, 
They deceyve the symple men & drawen them to the courtes 
disordenately. X49X — Vitas Pair. ( W. de W, 1495) 1. xlvii. 
83 a/! They that Iouen dysordynatly the honoures of thys 
worlde. 1548 Hall Chrott Hen. V. (an. 2) 35 b, The 
temporall iandes devoutely geven, and disordmatly spent, 
by religious and other spirituall persones. 1624 Gag for 
Pope 7 The king would take into his hands the lands dis-. 
ordinately consumed by the Clergy. , 

2 . Without order or arrangement, confusedly, ir- 
regularly. 

1830 De Quincey Kant in Misc. Ess. Wks. (1890! VIII. 92 
No matter how clumsily, disordinately, ungracefully. 1854 
— Autobiog. Wks, II. 18 The. . library. . has been so disordi- 
naielycollected. 

t Bisordina’tion. Obs. [n. of action and 
condition from Disordain v., Disordinate a.: see- 
-ATioN.] Disarrangement, putting out of order ; 
disordered condition ; ~ Deordination. 

1626 Bacon Sylva § 836 This is wrought by Emission.. of 
the Natiue Spirits ; And also by the Disordination and Dis- 
composture of the Tangible Parts. X684 T. Burnet Th. 
Earths. 156 How comes this disturbance and disordination 
in nature ? • 

Disordined: see Disordained 2. 

Disording : see Disobdeine a. Obs . 

Disordonat, -auneet see Disordinate, -ance. 
Disorganic (dis^igae-nik), d. [Dis- 10.] Not 
organic; without organic or organized constitution. 

1840 Carlyle Heroes v. (1872) 156 This anomaly of a dis- 
organlc Literary Class. 1843 — Past § Pr. iv. vi. (1872) 
247 This disorganic . . hell- ridden, world. 

Diso rganiza tion, [ad. F. disorganisation 
(1764 in Hatz.-Darra.), n. of action f, disorganiser : 
see next. This family of words appears to have 
entered English at the F rench Revolution.] 

The action of disorganizing, or condition of being • 
disorganized ; loss or absence of organization. 

1794 W. Burke tr. Addr. M. Brissot in Burkes Wks. 
(1808) VII. 329 The anarchy of the administration of Pache, 
which has completely disorganized the supply of our armies ;* 
which by that disorganization reduced the army of Du- 
mourier to stop in the middle of its conquests. 1809 Wel- 
lington in Gurw; Desp. IV. 458 He found the Portuguese 
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DISPARAGE. 


army - -in such a state of disorganization, that [etc.]. 1833 
Hr. Martineau Loom <$• Lugger 11. v. 80 The total dis- 
organization of society. 184s Budd Dis. Liver 383 Dis- 
organization or atrophy of the lobular substance of the 
liver. 1884 Manch. Exam. 10 Dec. 5/2 Half measures .. 
are fruitful only of disorganization and discontent. 

Disorganize (dis^'iganaiz), v. [ad. F. disor- 
ganiser (1764 in Hatz.-Darm.), f. des-, Bis- 4 4- 
organiser to Organize.} tram , To destroy the 
organization or systematic arrangement of; to 
break up the organic connexion of ; to throw into 
confusion or disorder. 

1793 Burke Conduct Minority Wks. 1842 I. 618 Tlieir 
ever memorable decree of the 15th of December, 1792, for 
disorganizing every country in Europe, into which they 
should. .set their foot. 1803 A. Hamilton Wks. (1886) VII. 
324 This will give him fair play to disorganize New Eng- 
land, if so disposed. 1812 Collinson Treat. Law Idiots 
4 Lunaticks I. 68 (Jod.J You can not enter into the mind to 
know by what means it is disorganized, but you find it 
disorganized. 1849 Macaulay Hist. Eng. 1 . 478 The Whigs 
. . though defeated, disheartened, and disorganized, did not 
yield without an effort. 

Disorganized, ppl. a. [f. prec. + -eb L] 
Deprived or destitute of organization ; having lost, 
or being without, organic connexion or systematic 
arrangement; thrown into confusion, disordered. 

1812 [see Disorganize]. 1840 Macaulay Ess. Clive 
(1854) 529/1 A succession of revolutions ; a disorganized 
administration. 1868 Ruskin Pol. Econ . Art Add. 199 
A vast and disorganized mob, scrambling each for what he 
can get. 1879 Harlan Eyesight v. 53 The. operation for 
the removal of a disorganized eye is not a serious one. 

Disorganize**., [f. as prec. -t- -EB 1 .] One 
who or that which disorganizes. 

1795 Helen M. Williams Lett, on France II. 131 (Jod.) 
[They] discredit the cause of liberty . .by treating as atheists, 
that is to say, as universal disorganizes, its partisans and 
friends. 1835 New Monthly Mag. XLV. 301 If he had 
lived in the French revolution he should have been a great 
disorganiser. 2894 D. G. Thompson in Forum (U.S.) Jan. 
592 That greatest disorganizer of society, .war. 

Disorganizing, ppl. a. ^ [f. as prec. + -ing 2 .] 
That disorganizes; causing disorganization. 

1796 0 . Burney Metasiasio III. 254 Her unprincipled, 
philosophical, and disorganizing successor. 1799 W. Taylor 
in Monthly Rez>. XXVIII. 525 French principles have been 
called disorganizing. 1800 J. Bowles Polit. f Moral State 
Soc. 160 note, The disorganizing and licentious principles 
of the French Revolution. 1895 Century Mag. Aug. 549/1 
They weaken the body by . . violent, depressing, and dis- 
organizing emotions. 

t Disorient, v. Obs. [ad. F. desonenter to turn 
from an eastward position, cause to lose one’s bear- 
ings, embarrass, f, des- Dis- 4 + or {enter to Orient.] 
trans. To turn from the east ; to cause to * lose one’s 
bearings * ; to put out, disconcert, embarrass. 

1655 J. Jennings Elise 48 T’was Philippin who was dis- 
oriented, but more Isabella. 1740 Warburtqn Div. Legal. 
v. (R.), X doubt then the learned professor was a little dis- 
oriented when he called the promises in Ezekiel and in the 
Revelations the same.. 1835 Syd. Smith Memoir, etc. (1855) 
II. 356, I hope you will disorient yourself soon. The de- 
parture of the wise men from the East seems to have been 
on a more extensive scale than is generally supposed. 

Disorientate (clis5»-rientd l t), v. [Dis- 6.] 
trans. To turn from an eastward position ; pa. pple . 
not facing due east. 

1704 J. Harris Lex. Techn ., cited in Johnson. 1730-6 
Bailey (folio), Disorientated (spoken of a sun-dial), turn’d 
away from the east, or some of the cardinal points. 1850 
Ecclesiologist XL 79 S. John the Evangelist [Guernsey] is 
a district church, built in 1836. It is disorientated. 1853 
Ibid. XIV. 361 It has a chancel . . strangely disorientated 
towards the south. 

*>. fig • 

1727-51 Chambers Cycl. s.v., The word is most frequently 
used . . for the disconcerting, or putting a man out of his 
way, or element. Speak of Taw to a physician, or of physic 
to a lawyer, and they will both be disorientated. 
Disorientation, [n. of action f. prec. vb.] 

1 . The condition of being disorientated ; deviation 
from the eastward position. 

i860 Ecclesiologist XXI. 400 A Roman Catholic church 
at Wrexham, which, by its intentional disorientation, looks 
very awkward by the side of.. the new church of S. Mark. 

2. The condition of having lost one’s bearings; 
uncertainty as to direction. 

1882 W. J A'Mes In A liter. A nn. Deaf g Dumb Apr. (1883) 
109 [One lost in woods or forgetting m the dark the position 
of his bed] knows the altogether peculiar discomfort and 
anxiety of such * disorientation * in the horizontal plane. 

t Diso-rnament, v. Obs . rare. [Dis- 6 or 7 a.] 
trans. To deprive of ornament 
1593 Nashe Christ’s T. (1613)58 The disornamenting of 
this mother of Cities. 1648 E. Sparke in J. Shute-SVmiA 4 
//. (1649) Ep. Bed,, The very Executioner of all Ingenuity, 
which it . . rifles and disornaments. 

Disosit, obs. Sc. f. Disused. 

+ Brsour. Obs. (exc. Mist.) Forms : 4 disur, 
disour, dyssour, 4-6 dy&onr, 5 dysowre, 6 disor, 
dyser, dyzar, disare, dissar, (9 "Mist., dissour, 
disour). fa. OF. disour, -ear, -or, -eur, agent-n. 
from dire, dis-ant to say. Cf. Pr. dizedor, Sp. de- 
cidor, It. dicitore, repr. a Romanic type *4idt&rem f 
fromL.<ffr#Y?tosay, tell. See also Dizzard.] A (pro- 
fessional) story-teller; a reciter of c gestes ’ ; a jester. 

a 1300 Cursor M. 27932 (Cott.) Speche o disur, rimes vn- 
right, gest of Jogolur. ^1330 R. Brunnk Chron. Wace 


(Rolls) Prol. 75, I mad nought for no disours . . Bot for pe 
luf of symple menne, pat strange Inglis canne not kenne. 
1362 Langl. Pi PI. A. vii. 50 Hold not j?ou with harlotes, 
here not heore tales. .For pei ben j>e deueies ^disours, .1 do 
J>e to vndurstonde. 1377 Ibid. B. xni. 172 ‘ It is but a dido \ 
quod pis doctour, * a dysoures tale \ 3496 Dives 4 Pauj>. 

(W. de W.) ix. vi. 355/2 This mynstrall is the worlde 
whiche playeth with folke of this worlde as a mynstrall as 
a Jogulour and as a dysour. 1530 Palsgr. 214/1 Dissar, a 
scoffer, saigefol. 1532 More Confut . Tindale Wks. 374/1 
He playeth the deuils disor euen in this point. 1801 Strutt 
Sports $ Past. in. hi. 162 The conteurs and the jestours, who 
are also called dissours, and seggers .. were literally tale- 
tellers. 2890 Q. Rev. Oct. 439 Disours, jongleurs, gleemen. 

Disown, (disarm), v. [f. Dis- 6 4 * Own v. ; cf. 

disclaim . 

(In some recent dictionaries, this and the simple Own have 
each been improperly split up into two verbs, sense 3 being 
erroneously assumed to be derived from OE, unnan to 
grant, with which it has no connexion : see Own za)] 
ti. tram. To cease to own, to relinquish one’s 
possession of ; to give up, part with, renounce. 

c 1:620 H. Anderson Bidding World Farewell in Farr 
S. P. Jus. I (1848) 304 The houre is set wherein they must 
disown The royal pomp, the treasure, and the throne. 

2 . To refuse to acknowledge as one’s own, or as 
connected with oneself ; not to own ; to renounce, 
repudiate, disclaim. 

1649 St. Trials , Col. % Lilbum (R.) You say it is im- 
possible for you . . without advice of counsel to own or dis- 
own books. 1659 D. Pell Impr. Sea 415 That Christ will 
disown, and reject many that have strong hopes . . of their 
Salvation. 1726 Adv. Capt. R. Boyle 130 The king . . had 
not the least Regard to his Word, and even disown'd a 
Letter he had written to. .the King of France. 1777 Frank- 
lin Lett. Wks. (1889) VL 117, I see ..that Mr. Deane is 
disowned in some of his agreements with officers. 1832 
Ht. Marti neau Homes Abroad i. 4 He had for some time 
disowned them as sons. 2856 F koude Hist. Eng. (1858) I. 
ii. 1 16 The prince., was .. required to disown .. the obli- 
gations contracted in his name. 

b. To refuse to acknowledge the authority of 
(a government, etc.) over oneself; to renounce 
allegiance to. 

1693 Luttrell Brief Ret. (1857) III. 89 Sir George 
Downing, who disowned this government at the beginning 
of the revolution . . has taken the oaths. 1726 Adv. Capt. 
R. Boyle 127 Their Mufti . . disowns the Emperor’s Au- 
thority. 1855 Macaulay Hist. Eng. III. 705 As soon as 
James was restored, it would be a duty to disown and with- 
stand him. The present duty was to disown and withstand 
his son in law. 

c. In the Society of Fiiends : To disclaim as a 
fellow- member ; to expel from membership. 

1727 Minutes of Yearly Meeting of Soc . Friends 26 
Mar. ( J. Phillips, 17831, Any person denied by a Monthly 
Meeting is adjudged as disowned by Friends and to stand 
and remain in that state, Jill by his repentance . . he is 
reconciled to Friends, or reinstated in membership among 
them. 1783-3883 Book of Discipline of Soc. Friends 204 
Which Meeting is to receive his acknowledgment or to dis- 
own him, as in its judgment the case shall require. 2806 
[see Disownment]. 

f 3 . To refuse to acknowledge or admit (anything 
imputed, claimed, or asserted) ; to deny. Obs. 

1666 Pepys Diary 24 June, He do not disOwne but that 
the dividing of the fleet . . was a good resolution. 1703 
De Foe True-born Eng. Prefi, Nor do I disown . . that I 
could be glad to see it rectified. 1730 Land. Gaz. No. 4752/2 
The Court no longer disown his. .Majesty's Arrival. 3726 
Leoni Alberti s Archil. I. 26/1 We cannot disown that it 
has one Fault. 

Hence Disowned ppl. a Disowning vbl. sb. 
3654 Ld. Orrery Parthen. (1676) 675 A disowning of their 
Quarrel by the Gods. 3707 Norris Treat. Humility in. 
1x9 A constructive disowning, and vertual denial of our 
having received what we have from God. 1813 Mar. Edge- 
worth Patron. II. xxiv. 70 Lord Oldborough bad never, 
after the disowning of Buckhurst, mentioned bis name, 2829 
Lytton (title), The Disowned, 
t Bisownable, a. Obs . [f. prec. 4 - -ABLE.] 

liable to be disowned ; spec, rendering one liable 
to be disowned (sense 2 c). 

Schaff Encycl Relig. Knowl. (1882-3) HI. 197 From 1696 
to 1776 the society nearly every year declared c the importing, 
purchase, or sale of slaves' by its members to be a ‘disown* 
able offence \ 

Disownment. [f. as prec. 4- -ment.] The 
act of disowning, renunciation ; spec, repudiation 
from membership in the Society of Friends. 

1806 Clarkson Port. Quaker. I. Discipline i. § 21. 295 He 
is then publicly excluded from membership, or, as it is 
called, Disowned. This Is done by a distinct document, 
called a Testimony of Disownment. 1883 Book of Dis- 
cipline of Soc. Friends 203 The Monthly Meeting should, 
after due consideration, issue a testimony of disownment 
against such person. 1893 Columbus (Ohio) Disp. 14 Sept., 
The disownment and desertion [of Burns] by Jean Armour, 

t Diso'sddate, v. Chem. Obs. [Dis- 6 .] 
trans. To reduce from the state of an oxide : — 
Deoxidate. Hence Disoxidating ppl , a . ; also 
Disoxida-tion - Deoxidation. 

1802 Chenevix in Phil. Trans. XCI. 240 A very small 
mixture of any disoxidating substance. 1802 Smithson 
Ibid. XCIII. 26 The disoxidation of the zinc calx. 2817 
Coleridge Biog. Lit , etc. 403 A handicraftsman from a 
laboratory, who had just succeeded in disoxy dating an earth. 

t Diso'xygenate, v, Chem. Obs . [Dis- 6.] 
trans. To deprive of oxygen : Deoxygenate. 
Hence Diso'xygen&ted ppl. a . ; also Di*oxy- 
geua-tioa = DEOXTGENATiON* • 

1800 Henry Bpit. Chem. (1808) 137 The sulphur is not 


entirely disoxygenated. Ibid. 177 The affinity of this acid 
for its base is weakened by dis-oxygenation. 1822 Imison 
Sc. 4 Art II. 199 Indigo will not combine with the cloth 
except in its disoxygenated or green state. 1831 Brewster 
Optics x. 9* Two sets of invisible rays in the solar spectrum, 
one on the red side which favours oxygenation, ^ and the 
other on the violet side which favours disoxygenation. 

t Bispa'ce, V. obs. [A Spenserian formation 
of doubtful derivation. Ferh. f. Dis- 1 4- Pace v. ; 
or else f. L . di- f Dl- 1 4- spatidri. It. spaziare to 
walk.] intr. and reft. To walk or move about. 

1588 Spenser Virgil s Gnat 295 Thus wise long time he 
did himselfe dispace There round about. 1593 — Muiopot. 
250 But when he spide the joyous Butterflie In this ffure 
plot dispacing too and fro. 2610 G. Fletcher Christ's Tri. 
after Death (R.), [The Saints] in this lower field dispacing 
wide. Through windy thoughts, that would their sails mis- 
guide. 

f Dispa'ck, v. Obs. rare. [f. Dis- 6 4- Pack v. : 
cf. OF. despacquer to unpack (1496 in Godef.).] 
trans. To unpack, to open out. 

2591 Sylvester Du Barf as 1. i, 5x8 When God the mingled 
lump dispackt, From fiery element did light extract. 

Dispa'geant, v. rare. [Dis- 7 b.] trans . 

To strip of pageantry or brilliant display. 

1862 Lytton & Fane Tannhauser 74 The mighty Hall 
Dumb, dismally dispageanted. 

t Disparnt, v. Obs. rare. [f. Dis- 1 4- Paint 
v. : cf. depaint. ] trans. To paint diversely. 

2590 Spenser F. Q. ii. ix. 50 His chamber was dispainted 
all within With sondry colours. 

t Bisparr, s ?. 1 Obs. [f. Dis- 6 4- Pair z/.] irons . 
To undo the pairing of, separate from being a pair. 

1598 Sylvester Du Bartas 11. ii. in. Colonies 41 The 
grissell Turtles (seldome seen alone) Dis-payer’d and parted, 
wander one by one. c 1621 Beaum. St Fl. Triumph of Love 
vii, I have . . dispaired two doves, Made ’em sit mourning. 
1748 Richardson Clarissa (1S11) IV. x. 60 Engagements 
where the minds are unpair dispaired in my case, may 
I say. 

t Dispair(e, v. 2 Obs. [var. of Defaib, a. OF. 
despeh'er, depeirer to spoil. Cf. also Dispaybe sb.J 
intr. To spoil, become injured, 4 go bad \ 

2573 Tusser Flush. Ivii. (1878) 236 Kell dried [hops] will 
abide foule weather or faire, where drieng and lieng in loft 
doo dispaire. 

Dispair(e, obs. form of Despair. 
t DispaTate* Obs. rare . [f. Dis- 6 4* Palate 
v.] trans. To make or find unpalatable, disrelish. 

2630 Brathwait Eng. Gentlem. (1641) 75 His Vocation, 
which perchance by our nicer and more curious gallants . . 
will be distasted and dispalated. 
t DispaTe, v. Obs . rare. [Dis- 7 a.] trans m 
To deprive of its pale or enclosing fence. 

2658 J. Jones Ovid's Ibis 52 An adulterous wifeisActeons 
park dispal'd. 

+ Dispa nd, v. Obs . [ad. L. dispand-ere, f. 
Dis- 1 4- pander e to spread, stretch.] trans. To 
spread abroad, to expand. 

1656 Blount Glossogr Dispand (dispandd), to stretchout 
or spread abroad. 2657 Tomlinson Renou's Disk. Bed., 
The rayes of your Learning being dispanded. 1669 Worlidgk 
Syst. Agric. (1682) 56 This Seed, .being cast into its proper 
Matrix or Menstruum.. doth dispand its self, and increase 
into the form and matter by Nature designed. 1692-273® 
Coles, Expand, dispand, display. 

t Dispa'xmel, v. Obs . rare. [f. Dis- 6 4- 
Pannel v.] trans , To deprive of a e panne! * or 
saddle-cloth. 

1654 Gayton Pleas. Notes iv. xx. 267 Behind dispannell’d 
Sancho rode. 

t Dispa nsion. Obs. rare — 0 , [n. of action 

from Dispand.} = Expansion. 

1658 Phillips, Dispansion, a spreading both wayes. 2753 
Johnson, Dispansion, the act of displaying ; the act of 
spreading; diffusion; dilatation. 

Bispansive (dispsemsiv), a. [f. L. dispans 
ppl. stem of dispandbe to Dispand: see -ive.J 
(See quot.) 

1883 Syd. Soc. Lex., Dispansiae, term applied to a system 
of lenses which has a negative focal distance. Used in 
opposition to a system of lenses with positive focal distance, 
which is termed collective. 

Dispantheonize, dispa-palize : see Dis- 6. 
t Bi'spar, a. Obs. rare. [ad. L. dispar f f. Dis- 
4 +par equal.] Unequal, unlike. 

t& 7 Misfort. Arthur iv. ii. in Hazl, Dodsley IV. 323 Dis- 
par minds and inward moods unlike, 

Dispar(e, obs. form of Despaib. 
t Di'Sparable, a. Obs. rare . [f. L. dispar 

unequal, or f. L. dispar-are to separate, divide ; 
perhaps after Comparable.] Unlike. 

*413 Pilgr. Sowle (Caxton) i. iu. (1859) 4 Dyuerse and dis- 
parayble, bothe in theyr persounes, and . . occupacyons. 

t Dispa'radise, v. Obs. rare. [Dis- 7 c.J 
trans. To turn out of paradise. Also jf^v 
2593 Nashe Christ's T. (1613) 78 Thou that ere this hast 
disparradiz'd our first Parent Adam. 2623 Cockeram, Dis* 
paradized, falne from happinesse to misene. ■ 

t Disparage, sb. Obs. Also 4-5 des-, dis- 
perage. [ME. despararge , dispera'ge , a. OF. des~ 
parage unworthy marriage (Godef.), f. as next.] 

1 . Inequality of rank in marriage ; an unequal 
match ; disgrace resulting from marriage with one 
of inferior rank. 

c 2315 Shoreham 54 Ne may hem falle after thys lyf Non 
on-worth desperage. c *386 Chaucer Clerk's T. 852 Hyn* 

16 


476 


BISPAREiNT, 


DISPARAGE. 

wolde thy nice it were a disparage To his estaat so Iowe for 
tahghte. 2574 tr. -Littleton's Tenures 23 b, No desparage 
shalbee but where he that hath the warde marieth him 
within the age of xiiij yeare. 2596 Spenser F. Q. iv. viii. 
50 Her friends. .Dissuaded her from such a disparage. 

2 . Ill-matchedness ; incongruity. 

£*43° Hymns Virg. (1867) 74 Pride in age D01J? disperage. 

0 . Disparagement, dishonour. 

*1592 H. Smith Wks. (1867) II. 481 If I forbear.. I blush, 
1 fear His despite and my disparage. 1615 H eywood Foure 
Prentises 1. Wks. 1874 II. 169, I hold it no disparage to my 
. I J»°ugh I be borne an Earle, to haue the skill And 
the full knowledge of the Mercers Trade. 

Disparage (disparred^, V. Also 4 des-, 5 
dys»; 5 dysparych, 7 disparadge, -parrage, 
-parge, [a. OF. desparagier, desperager to match 
or cause to marry unequally ; later 1 to offer vnto, 
or impose on a man vnfit, or vnworthie conditions’ 
(Cotgr.), f. des-, Drs- 4 -f parage equality of rank.] 
1* i* trans. To match unequally ; to degrade or 
d ishonour by marrying to one of inferior rank. Obs. 

[X2g2 Britton in. iii. § 4 Et si acune de juvene age soit 
marie a tiel ou ele est desparage. transl. If any female 
heir of tender years be married where she is disparaged.] 
c 1350 Will. Palerne 4Z3, I nel leie mi loue so low Des- 
paraged were i disgisili jif i dede in 'his wise. 1480 Caxton 
Caron. Eng 1 , ccxvii. 204 Mochwas this fayr damysel dys- 
paraged sith that she was maryed ayenst al the comune 
assent of England, x6xx Cotgr., Apparagi, a maid thats 
maned vnto her equall, or, thats not disparaged. 1770-81 
Johnson L . P., Pope Wks. IV. 113 History relates that she 
W « S t0 disparage herself by a marriage with an inferior. 

A. To bring discredit or reproach upon ; to dis- 
honour, discredit ; to lower in credit or esteem. 

c 1386 Chaucer Rends T. 351 Who dorste be so boold to 
disparage My doghter that is come of swich lynage ? a 1400 
Pistill of Susan 253 Heo keuered vp on hir kneos, and 
cussed his hand t For I am dampned, I ne dar disparage 
bi mouJ>. i486 Bk. St. A Ibans B ij b, Then is the hawke 
disparagid for all that yere. 16x2 Br. Hall Recoil. Treat. 
(1014) ds7 The place oft-times disparages ; As, to put the 
Arke of God into a Cart, or to set it by Dagon. 1691 Hart- 
cliffe Virtues 4 06 Men disparage Religion who profess it, 
and do not guide their Actions according to its Doctrines. 
1754 Foote Knights 1. Wks. i 7 g 9 1. 6o If you tell father he ’ll 
knock my brains out, for he says I’ll disparage the family. 
1854 Brewster More Worlds Pref. 6 A view .. calculated 
to disparage the scien ce of astronomy. 

1 3. a. To lower in position or dignity; to de- 
grade. b. To lower in one’s own estimation ; to 
cast down. Obs. 

1496 Dives 4 Pau-p. (W. de W.) vi. xv. 258/1 Cryste.. 
anentysshed hymself and dysparyched hymselfe in to the 
lykenesse of a seruaunt. 1548 Hall Chron., Hen. VI (an. 
28) 160 Lest they shoulde . declare his base byrthe, and 
Iowsy lynage, desparagyng him from his usurped surname 
of Mortymer. 1590 Spenser F. Q. n. x. 2 How shall fraile 
pen, with fear disparaged, Conceive such soveraine glory and 
great bountyhed? 16x4 H. Greenwood Jayle Delivery 471 
I hey that are troubled and amazed at their sinnes, let them 
not be disparaged. 1704-5 Pope Let. to Wycherley 25 Jan., 

I am disparaged and disheartened by your commendations. 
17x6 Addison Drummer 1. i, I’ll not disparage myself to be 
a Servant in a House that is haunted. 

4. To speak of or treat slightingly; to treat as 
something lower than it is; to undervalue; to 
vilify. 

1536 Cranmer in Four C. Eng. Lett. x 4 They should not 
esteem any part of your grace’s honour to be touched 
thereby, but her honour only to be clearly disparaged. 1599 
Shaks. Muck Ado 1n. ii. x31, 1 will disparage her no farther, 
5 11 ] y. ou / r e my witnesses, a 1656 Bp. Hall Rem. Wks. 
(XO60) x6x One dares question, yea disparage the sacred 
bcriptures of God. 1660 Hickeringill Jamaica (166 1) 20 
The Composition of. . Chocoletta is now so vulgar, that I will 
not disparage my Reader by doubting his acquaintance in 
so known a Recipe. 1715 Burnet Own Time (1766) II. 48 
l ook it ill of me that I should disparage the kings evidence. 
*837-9 Hallam Hist. Lit. IV. vi. iv. § 16. 267 It is a very 
naiTow criticism which disparages Racine out of idolatry 
of Shakspeare. 1859 Mill Liberty ii. (1865) 26/1 It is the 
fashion of the present time to disparage negative logic. 

Hence Disparaged ppl. a. 

_x6x* . Cotgr., Desparagt, disparaged. x8oa Beddoes 
Hygeia v. 22 Would not the disparaged milk afford whole- 
some aliment ? 1885 Gladstone Sp. Ho. Com. 23 Feb., A 

disparaged Government, and a doubtful House of Commons. 

Disparageable, a. [f. Disparaged. + -able.] 

1 1. Tending to disparage or bring disgrace upon; 
lowering, disgraceful. Obs. 

16x7 Collins Def. Bp. Ely 11. vii. 2 76 Can there be any 
It tf “l ore disparageable to a poore suiter then this ? 1635 
In. R. Camden's Hist. Eliz. 1. 53 They disdained this mar- 
riage., as. .disparageable and most unworthy of the blood 
Royal. 1643 Oath Pacif. 21 Much lesse let it be held .. 
desparagable to the King to hearken to his Parliament. 

2. To be disparaged. 

1648 .X Goodwin Right 4 Might 37 The action of the 
Army is not disparageable by any possibility or likelyhood 
ot evill, that it may bring upon the Kingdome afterwards. 

Disparagement (dispse* re dement). Also 6 
disparge-, -perge-, -parrage-, -paradgment. 

[a. OF. disparagement, f. disparager Disparage.] 

1 1. Marriage to one of inferior rank ; the disgrace 
or dishonour involved in such a misalliance. Obs. 
exc. Hist. 



parity x], 2850 Merivale Rom. Ewp. I. !i. 52 Some houses 
lost their patrician status by marriages of disparagement. 

transf. $ fig.. 2585 A bp. Sandys Serm. (1841) 325 In mar- 
riage therefore it behoveth us to be careful, that they whom 
we choose be of the household of God, professing one true 
religion with us ; the disparagement wherein is the cause of 
all dissention. 

2. Lowering of value, honour, or estimation ; dis- 
honour, indignity, disgrace, discredit ; that which 
causes or brings loss ol dignity, etc. 

X486 Act 3 Hen. VII, c. 2 Women, .been,. defoiled to the 
..Disparagements of the said Women. 1590 Shaks. Com. 
Err. 1. i. 249 Passed sentence may not be recal’d But to our 
honours great disparagement. 1598 — Merry W. 1. i. 31 If 
Sir John Falstaffe haue committed disparagements vnto 
you. 1605 Bacon A dv. Learn. 2. viii. § 3. 43 To haue com- 
mandement ouer Gally-slaues is a disparagement, rather than 
an honour. 1644 Milton Jdgm. Bucer (1851) 303 In that 
Doctoral . Chair, where once the learnedest of England 
thought it no disparagement to sit at his feet. 1676 Coles 
Eng. Diet. To Rdr., Tis no Disparagement to understand 
the Canting Terms: It may chance to save your Throat 
from being cut, or (at least) your Pocket from being pick’d. 
1764 Reid Inquiry ii. § 6. 108 No disparagement is meant 
to the understandings of the authors. 1837-9 Hallam Hist. 
Lit. ( 1847) b Xl - § 2. 85 Nor is this any disparagement to their 
ability. 1869 Pall Mall G. 11 Oct. 2 These appointments. . 
have brought all the lesser dignities into disparagement. 

3. The action of speaking of in a slighting or 
depreciatory way ; depreciation, detraction, under- 
valuing. 

1591 Greene Art Conny Catch. 11. (1592) 13 [He] dare 
not lift his plumes in disparagement of my credit, a 1665 
J. Goodwin Filled w. the Spirit (1867) 87 That proverb of 
disparagement, A fool and his money are soon parted. 2699 
Bentley PhaL Pref. 82 A Disparagement from men of no 
knowledge in the things they pretend to judge is the least 
of Disparagements. 1761-2 Hume Hist. Eng. (1806) III. 
xlvii. 705 He had expressed himself with great disparage- 
ment of the common law of England. 1859 Lewin Invas. 
Brit. 61 A strong bias towards the glorification of the writer 
and the disparagement of the Britons. 1876 Mozley Univ. 
Serm. v. (1877) 106. We may observe in the New Testament 
an absence of all disparagement of the military life. 

Bispa*rager. [f. Disparage v. + -er L] One 
who disparages or discredits; one who speaks 
slightingly of, or belittles ; a detractor. 

x6xx Cotgr., Vitupereur \ a dispraiser, discommender ; 
disparager, disgracer. 2640 Bp. Hall Episc. 11. xix. 198 
It can be no great comfort or credit to the disparagers of 
Episcopacy, a 17X5 H1CKES Let. to Nelson in Life Bp. 
Bull 518 (T.) Despisers and disparagers of the ancient 
fathers. 1822 Lamb Elia Ser. 1. Mod. Gallantry , The 
idolator of his female mistress — the disparager and despiser 
of his no less female aunt 1848 Mill Pol. Econ. 11. vii. § 2 
I (1876) 173 The disparagers of peasant properties. 

1 Dispa raging, vbl. sb. [f. as prec. + -ing b] 
The action of the vb. Disparage ; disparagement. 

*574 tr. Littleton's Tenures 22 b, A convenient manage 
wythout disperagyng. 1654 Whitlock Zootomia 446 Dis- 
paraging* of mens M oralis, Naturalls, Fortunes, Pedigree. 

Bispa raging, ppl. a. [f. as prec. + -ing- 2 .] 
That disparages ; that speaks of or treats slight- 
ingly, that brings reproach or discredit. 

1645 Milton Tetrach. (1851) 190 What can be more oppo- 
site and disparaging to the covenant of love? <1x665 J. 
Goodwin Filled w. the Spirit (1867) 395 If we take the 
word ‘legal ’ in any disparaging sense. 1771 Foote Maid 
of B.m. Wks. 1790 II. 235 As to yourself (I don’t speak in 
a disparaging way), your friends are low folks, and your 
fortune just nothing at all. x86x W. Bell Diet. Law Scot. 
s. v. Disparagement , If the superior required the heir to 
make an unsuitable or disparaging marriage, he or she 
might legally refuse. x888 F. Hume Mad. Midas 1. Prol., 
With a disparaging shrug of the shoulders. 

Dispa ragingly, adv. [f. prec. +-ly 2 .] In 
a disparaging manner; slightingly. 

X707 Norris Treat. Humility i. 28 We are not to think 
disparagingly of that excellent nature God has given us. 
1834 Blackw. Mag. XXXV. 486 The * dirty acres as Sir 
Lucius . . disparagingly calls them. 1875 Jowett Plato 
(ed. 2) I. 351 Not that I mean to speak disparagingly of 
any one who is a student of natural philosophy. 

t Dispa'ragon, v. Obs. rare. [f. Dis- 6 -h 
Paragon trans. To disparage. 

x6xo G. Fletcher Christ's Tri after Death xxv, Lickt 
with soft and supple blandishment, Or spoken to disparagon 
his praise. 

+ Dispa*rail, a. Obs. rare. [a. OF. desparail \ 
-eil different ( 14 th c. in Godef.) f. des-, Dis- 44 - 
pareil equal.] Different, diverse. 

* 4*3 bRUgr. Sotvle (Caxton 1483, repr. 1859) 60 Two ymages 
huge, of disparayl fourme. 

Disparate (di-spar#), a. and sb. [orig. ad. L. 
dispardt-us separated, divided, pa. pple. of dispar- 
dre, f. Dis- 1 + parare to make ready, prepare, 
provide, contrive, etc. ; but in use, app. often asso- 
ciated with L. dispar unequal, unlike, different.] 

A. adj. 

1* Essentially different or diverse in kind ; dis- 
similar, unlike, distinct. In Logic, used of things 
or concepts having no obvious common ground 
°f genus in which they are correlated. Hence 
distinguished from contrary, since contrary things 
are at least correlated in pairs, e g. good and bad. 
Also distinguished from disjunct , since disjunct 
concepts may all be reduced to a common kind. 

Disparatus appears first in Cicero De Inv. Rhet. 28. 42, 
applied to the mere separation expressed by sapere , non 
sapere , or A is not B, as against the opposition of hot and 


cold, life and death ; it is used by Boethius, De Syll Hyp. 
(ed. Bas.) 608, to denote things which are only different^ 
without any. conflict of contrariety (cantu m diversa, nulla 
contrarietafe pugnantia). It reappears in i4~i5th c. with 
the school of Occam, e.g. in Rud. Strodus and Paulus 
Venetus, and is retained in modern transformations of the 
scholastic logic. According to Ueberweg Logic § 53, dis- 
parate conceptions are those which do not fall within the 
extent of the same higher, or at least of the same next 
higher conception. (Prof. W. Wallace.) 

1608 Bp. J. King Serm. 5 Nov, 5 Two disperate species 
and sorts of men. 1633 Ames Agst. Cerem. n. 243 Can men 
give manifold disparate senses to one and the same Cere- 
monies? 1642 Fuller Holy $ Prof. St. iv„ vii. 273 Not 
onely disparate, but even opposite terms. 1684 T. Burnet 
Tk. Earth 1. 302 As remote in their nature . . as any two 
disparate things we can propose or conceive; number and 
colour. 1748 Hartley Observ. Man 1. iii. 296 The Terms 
must be disparate, opposite, or the same. xySx Bentham 
Wks. (1843) X. 92 A personage of a nature very disparate 
to the former. 1837-8 Sir W. Hamilton Logic xii. (x86o) 

1. 224 Notions co-ordinated in the whole of comprehension, 
are, in respect of the discriminating characters, different 
without any similarity. They are thus,/™ tanto , absolutely 
different ; and, accordingly, in propriety are called Dis. 
parate Notions, (iiotiones disparate). On the other hand, 
notions co-ordinated in the quantity or whole of extension 
..are only relatively different (or diverse) ; and, in logical 
language, are properly called Disjunct or Discrete Notions. 
1865 Grote Plato 1. vi. 249 Other creeds, disparate or dis- 
cordant. 1883 F. Harrison in Pall Mall G. 3 Nov. 1/2 The 
questions are so utterly disparate as not to be reducible to 
the same argument. 

b. (See quot.) 

1867 L. H. Atwater Elem. Logic ii. § n. 6g Any one 
of given Co-ordinate Species, is called, in relation to any 
one part of a higher or lower Co-ordinate Division under 
the Summum Genus, Disparate. Thus, .lion, as compared 
to fish, Snetland pony, or bull-dog, is Disparate. 

c. (See quot.) 

1883 Syd. Soc. Lex., Disparate points , two points upon 
the two retinas which, when a ray of light falls upon them, 
do not produce similar impressions. Used by Fachner in 
opposition to corresponding points. 

2. Unequal, on a disparity. 

1764 T. Phillips Life Pole (1767) I. 6 Which at very 
disparate years united these two persons, a 1834 Lamb 
Misc. Wks. (1871) 449 Between ages so very disparate. 
1879 Farrar St. Paul I. 416 Paul proceeds to narrate the 
acknowledgment of the Three that his authority was in no 
sense disparate with theirs. 

B. sb. Chiefly pi. Disparate things, words, or 
concepts; things so unlike that they cannot be 
compared with each other. 

1586 Bright Melanch. xii. 50 Contrarie faculties or such 
as we call desparates in logicke. 1588 Fraunck Lawiers 
Log. i. x. 47 Disparates are sundry opposites whereof one 
is equally and in like manner opposed unto many. 1623 
Cockeram, Disparates, words which are differing one from 
another, but not contrarie, as heat and cold are contraries, 
but heat and moisture disparates. 1654 Jer. Taylor Real 
Pres. 109 It is the style of both the Testaments to speak 
m signs and representments, where one disparate speaks of 
another ; as it does here : the body of Christ, of the bread. 
2682 R. Burthogge An Arg. (1684) 154 Disparates are 
distinct, and are not opposites. 2722 Wollaston Relig. Nat. 
v. 71 If they are supposed to be only different, not opposite, 
then if they differ as disparates , there must be some genus 
above them. 1849 Grote Greece n. lxviii. (1862) VI. x8o 
Blending together disparates or inconsistencies. 

t Drsparated, ppl. a. Obs. - Disparate. 

1624 Bp. Mountagu Gagg 307 Questions .. of different 
natures, of unequall extents, of divers and disparated ap- 
probation. 

Drsparately, adv. [f. Disparate + -ly 2 .] 
In a disparate manner ; separately, without relation 
to each other. 

x88x G. S. Hall German Culture , Laura Bridgman 251 
After the retina is destroyed . . the eyeballs gradually lose 
the power of moving together, but move disparately. 

Disparateness, [f. as prec. + -ness.] The 
condition or quality of being disparate ; dissimi- 
larity of nature or character; absence of re- 
lation. 

1659 Fuller App. Injur. Innoc. (1840) 567 Such foreign 
Canons, though not against but only besides our Common 
Law, and containing no repugnancy but disparateness to 
the laws of our land. 1825 Coleridge in Rem. (1836) II. 
349 By contrasting it with, at least by shewing its dis- 
parateness from the Mosaic. 1873 M. Arnold Lit. # Dogma 
(1876) 179 Needing only to be carefully studied side by side 
with this for its disparateness to become apparent. 

+ Dispar a'tioil. Obs. [ad. L. dispardtidn-em 
separation: cf. Disparate.] The condition of 
being disparate ; the opposition of disparates. 

1654 2. CoKKLogick (16 5y)g6 Disparation is an opposition 
of specialls. .by opposite differences ; as a man and a beast 
are disparates, or dissevered. 2656 Jeanes Fuln. Christ 
*54 The second argument from the comparison of the 
extreames of this union .. is taken from their dispara- 
tiom 

Disparcle, var. of Disparkle v. Obs. 
t Drsparence. Obs . rare. [f. as next ; see 
-ence.] Disappearance. 

1617 Collins Def Bp. Ely 11. x. 447 A miraculous anni- 
hilation, or disparence at least, of the water in the font. 

t.Drsparent, a> Obs. rare. [f. L. type 
*disparent-em pr. pple, of *di$parere (It. disparere, 
OF. disparoir), f. Dis- 4 + par ere to appear. Cf. 
obs. F. disparentl] Disappearing. 

2617 Collins Def Bp. Ely 11. vii. 258 Now when they 
pray to him in Nyssen, as entire and present . . who was 
mangled and disparent, is there no Rhetorique in this ? 
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f Bi*sparent, afi Obs. rare. [?f. L. dispar 
unequal, unlike, dissimilar, with ending of differ- 
ent ; or ? f, Dis- in sense 4 diversely * + L. parere to 
appear.] Unlike, diverse ; of various appearance. 

ci6ix Chapman I Had n. Comm. (1857) 59 This, .deformed 
mixture of his parts, .to follow the true life of nature, being 
often or always expressed so disparent in her creatures. 

Disparge, -ment, obs. f. Disparage, -ment. 
f Disparrlity. Obs. rare — °. [ad. L. dispari- 
Utas , f. dispart t-is - dispar unlike.] = Disparity. 

1656 Blount Glossogr Disparility ( disparilitas ) in- 
equality, unlikeness, difference. 

f Bisparish, vA Obs. Also 5 -ys, dysperysh. 
[f. F. disparaiss-., present stem of dispar at tre to 
disappear : perh. from an OB’, by-form * dispar ir, 
dispariss - : cf. Afparish to appear.] intr. To 
disappear. 

£1425 Found. St. Bartholomew* s 6 In these wordes the 
visioun disparyschydde. Ibid. 41 Thus she seyed, And 
..sodanly dysperyshid. *435 Misyn Fire of Love 100 All 
aduersite vanyschis & all oj>er desyres aperis not, hot ar 
stillyd and disparischyd. c 1450 St. Cut liber t (Surtees) 4504 
Cuthbert away disparysid. a 1632 T. Taylor God's Judgem. 

1. xv. Summary (1642) 439 These men or rather Angels .. 
then disparished and were never more seen. 

Disparisli (dispse'rif), vf [Dis- 7.] irans . 
a. To oust from one’s parish, b. To cause to be no 
longer a parish, deprive of the status of a parish. 

1593 Abp. Bancroft Survey H. Discipline $ That all the 

parishes in England (they say) must be first disparished, 
and all the people of the land first sanctified. 1667 Water- 
house Fire Lond. 40 Has not God dis-parished and scat- 
tered them, Priest from people ? 1864 Realm 8 June 5 The 

Lutheran Chapel . . occupies the site of ‘ Trinity Church 
disparished after the great fire. 

t DispaTison. Obs. [ad. L. disparatidn-etn 
(see Dispar ATiON i, after corn-par is on. ] 

1 . = Disparity. 

1609 Bp. W. Barlow Ans7V. Nameless Cath . 304 There 
should bee a great disparison betweene them. 

2 . Depreciatory comparison. 

1609 Bp. W. Barlow Answ. Nameless ; Cath. 94 Vttered 
without enuious comparison, or malitious disparison of 
others. 1617 Collins Def Bp. Fly 1. i. 96 Which is euident 
by the comparison, or disparison rather, of earthly Kings 
there vsed. 1647 Trapp Comm. Matt. xix. 19 They stand 
upon their comparisons — I am as good as thou ; nay, upon 
their disparisons, * I am not as this publican ’. 

f Dispari'tion. Obs. Also 7 err on. -ation. 
[a. F. azsparition disappearance (Amyot, i6thc.), 
f. OB’, dispar oir, after apparition. Cf. disparetue , 
disparent .] Disappearance. 

1594 Bp. J. King On Jonas (1618) 376 A disparition of it 
for a time, as if it were not. 1603 Holland Plutarch's 
Mor. 1358 Deaths, destructions and disparitions. 1654 Z. 
Coke Logick (1657)^ 202 That disparition and vanishing 
away, which Ubiquitaries feign of his Body. 1773 Phil. 
Traits. LX1II. 207 To consider the debilitation of the light, 
in this degree, as actual disparition. 

Disparity (dispse-nti). [ad. F. disparity (16th 
c. in Littre) - It. disparity, Sp. disparidad, after 
L. type * dis paid ids, f. Dis- 4 + paiitds Parity.] 

1 . The quality or state of being of unequal rank, 
condition, circumstances, etc.; inequality or dis- 
similarity in respect of age, amount, number, or 
quality ; want of parity or equality. 

1597 Hooker EccL Pol. v. xlvii. § 3 Between EHhu and 
the rest of Job’s familiars, the greatest disparity was but 
in years, 1610 C. Hampton Serm, 23, l am bound to obey 
both powers, but with disparities 1651 G. W. tr , dowel's 
Inst. 21 A wife . . fit for him without disparity or Dis- 
paragement. 1697 Collier Ess. Mor. Subj. 11. (1703) 59 
Disparity in age seems a greater obstacle to an intimate 
friendship than inequality of fortune. 1773 Goldsm. Stoops 
to Conq. v, The disparity of education and fortune. 1828 
Scott F. M. Perth xxxiv, Willing and desirous of fighting 
upon the spot, without regard to the disparity of numbers. 
1856 Froude Hist. Eng. (18581 I. i. 20 No disparity of force 
made Englishmen shrink from enemies, 
b. with//. An instance of this. 

1682 Sir T. Browne Chr, Mor. 1. § 27 There may be no 
such vast Chasm or Gulph between disparities as common 
Measures determine. 1877 H. A. Page De Quincey II. xix. 
163 This keen sense of the ludicrous and the salient dis- 
parities of life. 

2 , The quality of being unlike or different ; un- 
likeness, dissimilarity, difference, incongruity. Also 
with pi. An instance or particular form of this. 

£*555 Harpsfield Divorce Hen. VIII (1878) 75 There is 
a great disparity and odds between them. 1580 North 
Plutarch (1676) 9513 Who could more eloquently . . note the 
disparities and differences (of men than Plutarch]? 1646 
Sir 1. Browne Pseud. Ep. vi. i. 276 In which computes there 
are manifest disparities. 1674 tr. Scheffer’s Lapland xv. 77 
You may see what a disparity there is between these dialects. 
*775 Adair Amer. Ind. 214 There is not the least disparity 
between the ancient North- American method of manufac- 
turing, and that of the South Americans. 1875 Lye II s Princ. 
Geol.ll. in. xxxiv. 250 We find a striking disparity between 
individuals . . descended from a common stock. 

Dispark (dispa\ik), v. [f Dis- 7 b + Park sb. 
Cf. 16th c. F. desparquer (Littre), mod.F. dipar - 
quer y also depark (De- pref. II. 2).] tram. To 
divest of the character of a park ; to throw open 
(park-land), or convert (it) to other uses. Hence 
Dispa Thing vbl. sb. 

[1538 Leland I tin. I. 21 The Frith Park sometyme a 
mighty large thyng, now partely depark ed.] 1542-3 Act 
34-5 Hen. VIII , c. 21 £If] house or houses, parke, chase or 


forest, happen to be fallen downe, disparked, disforested or 
destroied. 1593 Shaks. Rich. Ily in, i. 23 You haue fed vpon 
my Seignories, Dis-park’d my Parkes, and fell’d my Forrest 
Woods. 1664 J. Taylor Confirmation § 4 This device . . 
disparks the inclosures, and lays all in common. 2778 Eng. 
Gazetteer (ed. 2) s. v. Yardley , The manor-house stands in 
an ancient park, now disparked. 3826 Scott IV oodst. vi, The 
disparking and destroying of the royal residences of Eng- 
land. 1851 Kingsley Yeast ix, Many a shindy have I had 
here before the chase was disparked. 

b. tram/. and Jig. (In quot. 1633 —Disimp ark, 
as deer). 

1633 G. Herbert Temple , Forerunners i, Must they have 
my brain? must they dispark Those sparkling notions, 
which therein were bred? 1638 Sir T. Herbert Trav. 92 
He thereupon disparks his Seralio, and flyes thence . . with 
Assaph-chawns daughter only in his company. 2651-3 Jer. 
Taylor Serm. for Yean. xvi. 204 The little undecencies and 
riflings of our souls, the first openings and disparkings of 
our vertue. Ibid. (1678) 220. 

f Dispa*rkle, -pa*rcle, vA Obs . Also 5 des-, 
dyspercle, 5-6 -parole, -perkle. [app. a corrupted 
form of the earlier Dispa rple, by association with 
sparky sparkle (in ME. sperclen , sperkle, sparklen). 
(No trace of the corruption appears in French.)] 

1 . trans . To scatter abroad, drive apart, disperse ; 
= Disparple 1. 

c 1449 Pecock Repr, in. vii. 3x8 A!le..weren disperclid 
abrode. ^1450 tr. De Imitatione 1. iii, A pure, simple & a 
stable spirit is not disparcled [v. r. disparpled] in many 
werkes. r 2492 Chast. Goddes Ckyld. xxv. 69 Riches maye 
lityll and lityll multeplie but sodenli they ben dysperklid. 
1548 Recorde drift. Physick ix. (1651) 73 There appear . . 
disparkled abroad in the urine.. divers kinds of motes. 1601 
Holland Pliny II. 45 It disparcleth the mist and dimnesse 
that troubleth the eie-sight. 1622 Speed Hist. Gt. Brit. ix. 
xix. (1632) 943 His Fleet was disparkled. a 1634 R. Clerke 
Serm. (1637) 471 (L.) Their spawn [is] disparkled over all 
lands. 

b. intr. (for rejll) To disperse, scatter them- 
selves abroad ; = Disparple 2 . 

2553 Brende Q. Curtins E iv. Then al hys men for fear 
disparcled, flynge by such wayes as were open for them. 
2583 Stubbes Anat. Abus. 1. (1879) 78 Not suffering his 
radiations to disparcle abrode. 

2 . trans. To divide, portion out. 

2538 Leland I tin. I. 93 A Gentilraan . . whos Landes be 
now disparkelid by Heires General to divers Men. 2662 
Dugdale Monasticon II. 136 In processe the landes of the 
Oil leys wer disparkelyd. 

Hence Dispa-rkled///. a., DIspaTkling ppl.a. 
2529 More Dyaloge n. Wks. 182/2 Not a company and 
congregation but a dispercled noumber of only good men. 
x6ix Speed Hist. Gt. Brit. ix. viii. § 30 Hee resolued to re- 
collect his disparkeled troupes. 

t Bispa*rkle, v* Obs. rare. [f. — Dis- 1 

+ Sparkle z>.J intr. To sparkle forth. 

1648 Herrick Nupliall Song iv, Let thy torch Display the 
bridegroom in the porch, In his desires More towering, more 
disparkling then thy fires. 

t DispaTple, v. Obs. Forms : 4 desparple, 
-perple, 4-7 disparple (4-5 disparpoil(l, -par- 
ole, 5 dys-, disperpil, -parbel, -perble, -perbyl, 
5-6 disperple, 6 -pearple, 7 -purple). See also 
Disparkle, Deperpeyl. [a. OB', despar pelier y 
-peiltiery -pillievy closely akin to It. sparpagliare y Sp. 
despa?pajar , f. Rom. des- (Dis-) + *pa>paliarey 
f. *parpilioy *parpalio (It. parpaglione, Yv.parpalho 
butterfly ; cf. Cat. papaltt), app. a changed form of 
L. papilioy - dnem . The same verbal root in its 
variant forms appears in O F. es-parpilliery mod.F, 
Iparpiller, Cat. es-parpillar, Pr. es-parpalhar : cf. 
mod.Pr. esfarfalk&y f, farfalla butterfly. In OF. 
the - ill - belonged orig. to the atonic, the -eill- to 
the tonic forms, but these were subseq. confused.] 

1 , trans. To scatter abroad, disperse, drive in 
different directions ; also, to sprinkle. 

a 1325 Prose Psalter xliii[i], 3 pyn honde desparplist 
folk, and j?o u settest hem. 2382 Wyclif Mark xiv. 27, 
I schai smyte the schepherde, and the scheep of the floe 
schulen be disparplid. ^ 1460 Capgrave Chron . 1 Thoo [ex- 
posiciones] that were disparplied in many sundry bokis, my 
labour was to bring hem into o body. 1472 Sir J. Paston 
in Paston Lett. No. 692. Ill, 39 All hjrs meny ar dyspar- 
blyd, every man hys weye. 1483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 56 b/i 
Thenne the chyldren were dysperplyd for to gadre chaf. 
1613 Heywood Silver Age ill. Wks. 1874 III. 144 Their 
hot, fiery brains Are now dispurpled by Alcides’ club. 26x5 
Chapman Odyss. x. 473 Odorous water was Disperpled 
lightly on my head and neck. 

b. To divide, c. To throw into confusion. 

1382 Wyclif Mark iii. 25 If an hous be disparpoilid on it 
sill, thilke hous may not stonde. a 1400 Prymer (1891) 73 
He schai desparple the weyes of synfulmen. 2541 Paynel 
Catiline xix. 35 Discorde alone disparpeleth and turneth up 
sette downe thynges stronge and myghty. 

2 . intr. (for rejl.) To disperse, move or fly asun- 
der, scatter themselves. 

c 1400 Maundev. (1839) Prol. 4 A Flock of Scheep withouten 
a schepperde .. which departeth and desparpleth. c 2450 
Merlin 196 Noon durste hym a-bide, but disparbled a-broae 
fro hym as from a wode lyon in rage.^ 2584 Hudson Du 
B art as* Judith iv. 339 (D.) Her wav’ring hair disparpling 
flew apart In seemly shed. 

Hence Dispa-rpled ppl.a.; Dispa*rpling ^< 5 /, sb. 
2494 Fabyan Chron. vi. clxxvi. 173 This disparblynge of the 
cristen boost. 1652 Urquhart Jewel Wks. (1834) 229 Their 
transported, disparpled, and sublimated fancies. 2678 
Phillips, Disparpled or Disperpled, loosly scattered, or 
shooting it self into divers parts ; a term used in Heraldry. 


Disparse, obs. form of Disperse. 

Dispart (dispaut), sb. [Derivation uncertain. 
There appears to be nor elated name in any other language. 
An obvious suggestion is that the appellation was derived 
from Dispart vf ‘ from the mode of ascertaining the dis- 
part, by disparting (dividing in two) the difference between 
the two diameters \ But it is to be observed that the term 
with its own verb (Dispart vf) appears earlier than any 
known occurrence of Dispart w. 1 , and that the particular 
sense ‘divide into parts' is not known to us before 1629.] 

1. The difference between the semi-diameter of a 
gun at the base ring and at the swell of the muzzle, 
which must be allowed for in taking aim. 

1588 Lucar Appendix to Tartaglia's Colloq. 4 Every 
Gunner before he shootes must trulie disparte his Peece, or 
give allowance for the disparte. 2644 Nye Gunnery 1. 
(1647) 42 How to make the true Dispart of any Piece of 
Ordnance .. subtract the greater Diameter out of the 
lesser^ and take the just half of the difference, __ and 
that is the true Dispart, in inches and parts of an inch. 
Ibid. (1670) 45 So much higher as the mark is (which you 
made at the Base-Ring^ then the Mussel-Ring, so much is 
the true Dispart. 1659 Torriano, Tirare fiuora del vivo , 
to shoot at random, or without and beyond the dispart (as our 
Gunners term it). 1859 F. A. Griffiths A rtil. Man. (1862) 
50 The Angle cf dispart is the number of degrees the axis 
of the bore would point above the object aimed at, when laid 
by the surface of the gun. 2867 Smyth Sailor’s IVord-bk., 
Disparty or Throw of the Shot. .An allowance for the dis- 
part is . . necessary in determining the commencement of the 
graduations on the tangent scale, by which the required 
elevation is given to the gun. 

2. concr. A sight-mark placed on the muzzle of 
a gun, to make the line of sight parallel to the axis 
of the bore. 

1578 W. Bourne Invent, or Deuises xxxi. 24 You must 
giue your leuell iustly vppon the thicker side of the peece, 
that is to say, the mettall of the breech of the peece, and 
the dispart, and the marke, to bee all three vppon one right 
line by the sight of your eye. 2621 Florio, Tirare dt 
punteria . . The disparte is when a piece of wax or sticke 
is set vpon the mouth of the piece in an euen line with 
the comish of the breech. 1669 Sturmy Mariner's Mag. 

v. 78 Cause the Piece to be mounted higher or lower, 
untill you bring the Bead, the top of the Dispert, and the 
Mark all in one Line. 1692 Capt. Smith’s Seaman’s Gram. 
11. vu 95^ Dispart . . is a piece of a small stick or Wyre, set 
perpendicularly upon the Muzzle- Ring of any Gun, of such 
length that the top of it may be equal (in height) to the 
upper part of the Base Ring. 2753 Chambers Cycl. Supp. 
s.v., Take the two diameters of the base-ring, and of the 
place where the Dispart is to stand, and divide the differ- 
ence., into two equal parts, one of which will be the length 
of the Dispart, which is set on the gun with wax or pitch, 
or fastened there with a piece of twine or marlin. 1836 
Marryat Midsh. Easy xviii, Gunnery, sir, is a science— we 
have our own disparts and our lines of sight— our windage, 
and qur parabolas, and projectile forces. x86x W. H. Rus- 
sell in Times 10 July 5/4 There are no disparts, tangents, 
or elevating screws to the guns ; the officer was obliged to> 
lay it by the eye with a plain chock of wood. 

0 . attrib. Dispart patch, a notched piece of 
metal on the muzzle in place of the dispart in sense 
2 ; dispart-sight (see quots.). 

1867 Smyth Sailor* s Word-bk., Dispart-sight , a gun-sight 
fixed on the top of the second reinforce-ring— about the 
middle of the piece— for point-blank or horizontal firing, to 
eliminate the difference of the diameters between the breech 
and the mouth of the cannon. 1884 F. C. Morgan ArtilL 
Mat. 2i The muzzle sight is recessed into the dispart patch, 
on the muzzle, and is used in conjunction with the hind 
sight for angles of elevation over 5 , when the centre fore 
sight becomes fouled by the muzzle. Ibid. 28 A fore or dis- 
part sight screwed on in rear of the trunnions. 

Dispart (dispaut/, v. 1 [In Spenser, app. ad. It. 
dispartire to divide, separate, part, repr. L. dispart - 
tre t -pertire to distribute, divide, f. Dis- 1 v part- 
ire to part, share, divide. By others perh. referred 
directly to the L. vb., or viewed as an Eng. forma- 
tion from Dis- i and Part v. It appears to have 
taken the place of the corresponding senses of De- 
PART (1-5).] 

1. trans. To part asunder, to cleave. 

2590 Spenser F. Q. i.x. 53 That, .man of God, That blood- 
red billowes, like a walled front, On either side disparted 
with his rod. 1611 Speed Hist. Gt. Brit. ix. viii. (2632) 556 A 
sudden gust dis-parting the Fleet. 2642 Milton CIu Govt. 

vi. (1851) 128 As often as any great schisme disparts the 
Church. 2725 Pope Odyss. xiv. 482 Expert the destin’d 
victim to dis-part. 2738 Wesley Psalms cxiv. fi, The Sea. . 
fled, Disparted by the wondrous Rod. 2780 H ist. Eur. in A nn. 
Reg. 16/2 A state, already weakened., and now disparted by 
defection. . 28x4 Cary Dante's Inf. vi. 17 He . . flays them, 
and their limbs Piecemeal disparts. 2850 Mrs. Browning 
Crowned and Buried xiv. Disparting the lithe boughs. 

2. To separate, sever; to dissolve (a union). 

1633 P. Fletcher Purple Isl. iv. xi, Which like a balk .. 

Disparts the terms of anger, and of loving. 1708 J. Philips 
Cyder n. 54 A strainer to dispart The husky, terrene Dregs 
from purer Must. 2814 Southey Roderick xvm. 260 Till 
death dispart the union. 1852 Trench Poems 150 To dis- 
part AH holiest ties. 2868 Browning Ring & Bk. x. 1242 
I find the truth, dispart the shine from shade. 

8. To divide into parts or shares ; to distribute. 
1629 Maxwell tr. Herodian (1635) 223 The Imperiall 
Palace .. being disparted betwixt them, there would be 
roome enough for each. 2649 Roberts Clavis Bibl. 3 The 
Old Testament . . is disparted by the Holy Ghost himself 
into two general heads. 2728 Prior Solomon r. 288 And equal 
Share Of Day and Night, disparted thro’ the Year. 1855 
Singleton- Virgil 1. 83 And evenly to light and shades doth 
now Dispart the globe. 

4. intr. To part asunder, fly apart, and open up. 

1633 P. Fletcher Purple Isl. xii. lvii, The broken heavens 
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DISPATCH. 


DISPART. 

dispart with fearful noise. 1727-46 Thomson Summer 709 
I he flood, disparts t behold!.. Behemoth rears his head. 
i8ix Shelley St, Lrvy tie x, Suddenly ... the .mist in one 
place seemed to dispart, and through it, to roll clouds of 
deepest crimson. 1863 Klyglake Crimea II. 150 Between 
the fleets thus disparting-, the. .flotilla of transports passed, 
to. To part and proceed in different directions. 
2804 J. Graham e Sabbath 149 The upland moors, where 
rivers, there but brooks, Dispart to different seas. 

f 5 . Dispart with \ to part with. rare. ( pseudo- 
archaism.) 

2820 Scott Abbot tv, He will enjoy five merks by the year, 
and the professor’s cast-off suit, which he disparts with 

biennially. 

Hence Disparting vbL sb. and ppl, a. 

J&xx Florio, Dispar timento, a disparting. 1649 Roberts 
C lav is Bill. 93 The disparting or cutting off of Jordans 
Stream before the Ark. 1728-46 Thomson Spring 309 The 
deep-cleft disparting orb, that arch’d The central waters 
round. 1865 Geikie Seen. # Geol. Scot. ii. 37 Water . . ex- 
pands, and . . exerts a vast disparting force on the rocks 
in which it is confined. 1890 W. C. Russell My Shipmate 
Louise I, xii. 261 The rush and disparting of the maddened 
clouds. 

Dispa*rt, v . 2 Also 7 dispart and erron. dis- 
port. [f. Dispart ^.] 

1. tram. To measure or estimate the dispart in 
(a piece of ordnance) ; to make allowance for this 
in taking aim. 

2 5®7 W* Bourne Art Shooting iv. 17 The disparting of 
your peece is but to bryng the mouth of your peece before, 
to be as high as is the tayle behind. 1588 [see Dispart sb. i]. 
2627 Capt, Smith Seaman's Grant, xiv. 63 To dispert a 
Peece is to finde a difference betwixt the thicknesse of the 
me tall at her mouth and britch or carnouse. 1644 Nye 
Gunnery (1670) 40 And one chief thing, in the last place, 
to know very well how to dispart his Peece, be it either 
true bored, or not true bored. 

2 . To set a , mark on the muzzle-ring, so as to 
obtain a sight-line .parallel to the axis. 

266$ Sturmy Mariner's Mag. v. 79 To Shoot at a Sight 
seen in the Night, Dispart your Piece with a lighted and 
flaming Wax-Candle, or with a lighted piece of Match. 
1 73 I J,* Gray Gunnery 68 You peed only dispart your piece 
by fixing notched sticks . . on its muzzle. 1753 Chambers 
Cycl, Supp. s.v., Dispar /, in gunnery, is used for the setting 
a mark on the muzzle-ring of a piece of ordnance, so that 
a sight-line taken upon the top of the base-ring, .by the 
mark, .may be parallel to the axis of the concave cylinder. 
2853 Stocqueler Milit. Encvcl. 

Hence Disparting vbl. sb. 

' 1587 f see above, sense 1 ].. 1611 Florio, Tirare gioia per 
gioia, to shoote leuell.. without helpe of disparting. 1692 
Capt. Smith's Seaman's Gram. ir. x. 105 These ways, .pre- 
scribed for Disparting of a Piece. 

t Disparta’tion.. Ohs. rare. [app. n. of action 
from Dispart vA ; but the etymological . form 
would be dispartition .] A division, a partition. 

2624 Massinger Renegado it. vi, Why, look you, sir, there 
are so many lobbies, out-offices, and dispartations here- 

Dispa*rted, ppl- a. [f. Dispart vA 4- -ed b] 
Parted or cloven asunder, divided, separated. 

, *633 T. Adams Exp. 2 Peter ii. 18 Such a fire as he sent , 
down in disparted tongues., at pentecost. 2667 Milton 
P. L. x. 416 On either side Disparted Chaos over built ex- j 
claimd. 1700 Prior Carmen Seculars 86 Disparted Britain I 
mourn’d their doubtful Sway, 2800-24 Campbell Poems, l 
Portrait Female Child 29 Thy brow, with its disparted I 
locks. 2894 Fallen Angels xxv ii. 2 51 Two animals . . as far 
disparted, say, as a horse and a goose. 

Dispa*rtment. rare. [f. D ispart vA + -ment; 
cf. It. di spar timento, obs. F. dcspartement : see 
Department I.] A parting asunder ; concr. a 
parting, cleft, or opening caused by separation. 

1672 Grew Amt. Plants 1. iv. § 3. (1682) 29 Since the j 
Lignous Body is . . frequently disparted ; through these Dis- i 
partments, the said interiour Portions. . actually shoot. 1869 
Blackmore Lama D. (1889) 408 Many troubles, changes, 
and departments. 

Dispa*ssiou, sb. [f. Dis- 9 + Passion- sbi\ 
Freedom from passion; dispassionateness; fapathy. 

2692 J. Edwards Farther Enq. Rem. Texts O. $ N. T. 
249 Those hard and flinty philosophers, who talk’d of an 
utter dispassion. ■ a 1698 Temple Gardening (R.), What is 
called hy the Stoics apathy or dispassion ; by the Sceptics 
indisturbance ; 'by .the Molinists quietism., seems 'all "to 
mean but -great tranquillity of mind. ' 1785 Sir C. Wilkins 
in Jas. Mill Brit. India (2818) 1 . 11. vi. 233 Who constantly 
placeth his confidence in dispassion. 289* Miss L. T. Smith 
ro Academy 13 Aug. 123/1 The peculiarity of his stand- 
point gives a calm dispassion to his statements. 

. t Dispa ssion, v. Obs. [f. Dis- 7 a + Passion 
sb. Cf. mocLF. dipassioner (in 16th c. F. Ho put 
into a passion’).] tram. To free from passion. 
Chiefly in ppl. a. Dispassioned. 

? i6o8_Donne Semi. cvii. IV. 463 Sober and discreet and 
dispassioned and disinterested men. a 1612 — Btatfavarcs 
(1648) 193 It became Moses to be reposed and dispassioned 
* • m his Conversation with God. 2668 Clarendon Life 1. 
VH?) 926/2 In all those controversies, he bad so dis- 
passioned a consideration . . and so profound a charity in his 
conscience, that [etc.]. 2746 CawthorNe Equality Hum. 
Cotta. 231 Ease and joy, dispassion’ d reason owns, As often 
visits cottages as thrones. 

Dispassionate (dispaejon/t), a. [f. Dis- 10 
+ Passionate a. Cf. It, disappassionato , $j>. des- 
apasionadoA] F ree from the influence of passion or 
strong emotion ; calm, composed, cool ; impartial. 
Said of persons, their faculties, and actions. 

*594 Parsons Confer. S access 11. ix. 228 So themselues do I 
confess^ I meane the wise and dis-passidnate among .them. 


2646 J. Hall Horae Vac. 58 Mens judgements have more 
time to grow dispassionate and disintangled. 2780 Cowper 
Progr. Err . 453 A critic on the sacred book should be 
Candid and learned, dispassionate and free. 3874 Green 
Short Hist. vi. § 4. 300 A dispassionate fairness towards 
older faiths. 1877 E. R. Cgnder Bos. Faith iii. 102 They 
account it the prime duty of a dispassionate inquirer. 
h Used as = ‘ passionate * (16th c. F. depassiong : 
see Dispassion vi). 

*63? Brathwait A read. Pr. 114 Fixing his ferret eyes in 
a furious and dispassionate manner. 

f Dispassionate, Obs. rare. [f. Dis- 6.] 
tram. To free from passion. Hence j* Dispa*s« 
sionated ppl. a. 

1647 Mayne Anno. Cheynel 27 (T.) As all dispassionated 
men may judge.. 2658 Walton Life Donne (ed. 2) 21 These 
..had so dispassionated [2640 dispassioned] Sir George, that 
. . he also could not but see.. merit in his new son. 

Dxspa’ssionately, adv. [f. Dispassionate 
a. + -ly 2. j In a dispassionate or calm manner. 

1727 Killinbeck Semi. 19 1 (T.) As if she had only dis- 
passionately reasoned the case with him. 2753 Hanway 
Trav. (1762) II. 1. xi. 59 To speak dispassionately of the 
conduct of the Dutch. 2806 A. Knox Rem. I. 29 These 
passages ought to be dispassionately investigated. . a 1853 
Robertson Led. (1858) 270 , 1 ask the meeting to listen to 
me dispassionately. 

UUsed as ** passionately’: cf. Dispassionate % 
1658 Slingsby. Diary (1836) 201, I found no billows dis- 
passionately acting to endanger the passage of my late sur- 
charged vessel . . All appeared to me as in a calm sea. 

Dispa ssionateness, [f. as prec. + -ness.] 
A dispassionate condition or quality. 

1842 J. H. Newman Par. Semi. (ed. 2) V. v. 74 St. Paul 
makes it a part of a Christian character to have a reputation 
for ... dispassionateness. 1886 A thence mn 24 Apr, 551/1 
A dispassionateness and a sense of humour quite rare in 
her sex. 

Dispassioned : see Dispassion v. 

Dispatch, despatch (dispart/), v. Also 6 
dispaeh(e, dyspach(e, -patch; 8-9 despatch. 
[Found early in 1 6th c. : ad. It, dispaedare 'to 
dispatch, to hasten, to speed, to rid away any 
worke ’ (Florio), or Sp. despachar to expedite, 
'to dispatch, to rid out of the way’ (Minsheu). 
The radical is the same as in It. impacciare to | 
entangle, hinder, stop, prevent, Sp., Pg. empachar 1 
to impede, embarrass. Not related to F. dgpgcher, 
which gave the Engl, depesshe , Depeach, common 
in 15-1 6th c., rare after 1600, and app. superseded 
by dispatch before 1650. The uniform English 
spelling from the first introduction of the word to 
the early part of the 19th c. was with dis- ; but in 
Johnson’s Dictionary the word was somehowentered 
under des- (although Johnson himself always wrote I 
dispatch , which is also the spelling of all the 
authors cited by him) ; though this has, since 1 
c 1820, introduced diversity into current usage, j 
dispatch is to be preferred, as at once historical, j 
and in accordance with English analogy ; for even ; 
if this word had begun in ME. with a form in des* 
from OF. (which it did not), it would regularly 
have been spelt dis - by 1500; see Des-, Dis-, 
prefixes. 

The notions of impede , expedite , are expressed by different 
roots in the northern and southern Romanic langs. The ; 
radical of F. empScher , ddp?cker (feng. Impeach, Depeach), i 
OF. empeechiery despeechier, is taken to be a L. * -pedicure 
(extended form of aw-, ex-pedlre, or deriv. of pedica ‘ fetter, 
gm.’j; cf. pricker. Preach, 0 F. preechier L. prsedicare . 
This also occurs in Pr. empedegar. But Sp . empachar > 
despachar \ Pr. empaitar, point to a L. type -pad are <f. ? 
p actus , 1 fastened, fixed, fast pa. pple. of pangerc). The ' 
radical of It. im- t dis-pacciarcy Pr. empachar (with which ! 
perh. are to be taken dial. OF. empachier> dmpauckier •, ! 
dapauchier : see Godef,), have been refen-ed to a cognate 
E* type -pactiare (cf., for the phonology, It. tracciare, doc - i 
dare, succiare '.—*tractiare, *dncti&re , *sHdiare). Thus, 
these words are quite distinct from F. empScher , dlpScher , in : 
i6th c. disodespecker, which gave Eng. im peach, and depeach , 
also despeche, in Caxton depesshe, Sc. depesche. Dispatch , 
therefore, could hot be of French origin. The date of our 
first quot., 1517, is early for a word from Italian, and still 
inore so for a word from Spanish ; but the active intercourse ! 
with the Papal Court and with Spain at that date may 
have facilitated the introduction of dispatch as a diplomatic 
word. Tunstall, our first authority for dispachiy, was Com- 
missioner to Spain in 1516 and 1517.3 

I. trans. * To dismiss or dispose of promptly. 

1 * To send off post-haste or with expedition or ' 
promptitude (a messenger, message, etc., having 
an express destination). The word regularly used 
for the sending of official messengers, and mes- 
sages, of couriers, troops, mails, telegrams, parcels, * 
express trains, packet-boats, etc. 

2517 Bp. Tunstall Let . to Hen. VIII In Ellis Orig.Lett . 
Set. 1, 1. 134 We. .dispached that poste. .reservyng thys to 
be written by my selff at Iaysor. 2585 T. Washington tr. 
Nicholafs Voy. in. viii. 82 If. .the great Lord hath to send 
and dispatch in hast any matter into any places. 2600 E. 
Blount tr. C onest aggio 2 1 He .. dispatched fower coronels 
throughout his Realme of Portugall, to levie twelve thou- 
sand foote. 2624 Davenport City Night-Cap m.% Embas- 
sadors were dispatch’d to Bergamo. 1752 J ohnson Rambler 
No. 153 f 3,1 was in my eighteenth year dispatched to the 
university. 1766 Goldsm. Vic. W. ix, Moses was . . dis- 
patched to borrow a couple of chaii*s. 2840 Penny Cycl. j 
XVIII. 459/2 The number of chargeable letters dispatched i 


by the General Post. 2875 F. Hall in Lippincotfs Ma°. 
XVI. 749/1 The palanquin, as being portable and easy to 
handle, was dispatched first, its contents included. 

' 8. 1832 Lander Exped. to Niger I. vii. 259 They had been 
despatched, .from Soccatoo tocollect the accustomed tribute. 
1874 Green Short Hist. vi. § 5. 319 Commissioners were 
despatched into every county for the purpose of assessment. 
1886 Postal Guide 210 When the mails are despatched at 
longer intervals than a week. 

fig. 2655 H. Vaughan Si lex Scint. 1. (1858) 23 , 1 turn’d me 
round, and to each shade Dispatch'd an Eye. 1781 Cowper 
Conv. 437 The mind, dispatched upon her busy toil. Should 
range where Providence has blest the soil. 

t to. refl. To get away quickly : ** sense 8. rare. 
263a J. Hayward^ tr. BiomU’s Eromena 180 Though he 
were desirous to dispatch himselfe thence, yet waited he 
with all patience. 

f 2. To send away (from one’s presence or em- 
ployment) ; to dismiss, discharge. Obs. 

<tx533 Ld. Berners Gold. Bk. M. A urel. (1546) L vj, As 
an ydell vacabunde man they dyspatched and sent hym 
awaie. 2632 Lithgow Trav. ix. 380, I dispatched my 
Dragoman, and the other Barbarian hireling, with a greater 
consideration then my . . conditions allowed me. 2662 Grim, 
Collier of Croydon m. in Ant. Brit, Drama II L 312 To 
give her warning to dispatch her knaves. 

3. To dismiss (a person) after attending to him 
or his business ; to settle the business of and send 
away ; to get rid of. Now rare. 

2530 Palsgr. 520/1, I have dispatched these four felowes 
quickly, jay despeche ces quattre gaians vistement. 2552 
in Furnivall Ballads from MSS. I. 421 Remembre poore 
shewters who dothe susteyne wronge ; speake and dispatche 
them, they tarrye to longe. a 1625 B.oys IVks. (2630) 382 
And I can say this of other suitors, if ten be dispatched 
ninety be despited. 1670 G. H. Hist. Cardinals n. in. 198 
Dispatching all that came to him with great satisfaction, 
2726 Adv. Capt. R. Boyle 171 Nor would I suffer another 
to enter my Snip, till the former was dispatch'd. 

/ 3 . 2874 Mqrlky Compromise (1886) 132 Finally we may 
be despatched with a eulogy of caution and a censure of 
too great heat after certainty. 

4. To get rid of or dispose of (any one) by put- 
ting to death ; to make away with, kill. 

1530 Proper Dyaloge (Arb.) 146 Duke Humfray By them 
of his Iyfe was ahretuate. Sy the that tyme I could recken 
mo Whom they caused to be dispatched so. 2568 Grafton 
Chron. II. 1329 He drowned himselfe .. the river beyng so 
shallow that he was faine to lye grovelyng before he could 
dispatch himselfe. _ 2580 North Plutarch 112 (R.) He 
drank..poyson, which dispatcheth a man in 24 hours. 2607 
Shaks. Cor. in. i. 286 We are peremptory to dispatch This 
Viporous Traitor. 2612 Bible Ezek. xxiii. 47 The companie 
shall . .dispatch [1885 R. V. despatch] them with their swords. 
2678 (ed. 2) Bunyan Pilgr. 1. (1847) Show them the 
Bones and Skulls of those that thou hast already dispatch’d. 
272 6 AdihCapt. R. Boyle 68 If he had made any Resistance, 

I should certainly have dispatch’d him. 1819 Shelley 
Cyclops 446 You think by some measure to dispatch him. 
2859 Thackeray Virgin, xxi 162 Heroes are not dispatched 
with such hurry and violence unless there is a cogent reason 
for making away with them. 

0. 2848 Mrs. Jameson Sacr. $ Leg. Art (1850) 419 And 
then after many torments despatched with a dagger. 2879 
Froude C&sarxviiu 304 Clodius was dragged out bleeding, 
and was despatched. 

to. (with complement.) To dispatch out of life* 
out of the way , the world, etc, ? Obs. 

1580 Baret Alv. D. 884 To dispatch one out of life, de 
medio at iq item tollere. 1697 Potter A ntiq. Greece 1. iv. 
(17x5)17 [He] was quickly dispatch’d out of the way, and no 
enquiry made after the Murderers. <21745 Swift Hist. 
Stephen in Lett . (1768) IV. 323 To remove the chief im- 

S ediment by dispatching his rival out of the world. 2796 
Iorse Amer. Geog. 1 . 100 To desire that they would be more 
expeditious in dispatching her out of her misery. 
f c. To dispatch the life of . Obs. 

1586 Marlowe xst Pt. Tam burl. v. ii, The Turk and his 
great Emperess . . Have desperately despatch’d their slavish 
lives. 1605 Shaks. Lear iv. v. 22 Edmund, I thinke is 
gone In pitty of his misery, to dispatch His [Glouster’s] 
nighted life. 2632 J. Hayward tr. Biondls Eromena 61 
Which if it had hit, where he levelled, dispatched had beene 
the life of Tolmido. 

5. To dispose or rid oneself promptly of (a piece 
of business, etc.) ; to get done, get through, accom- 
plish, settle, finish off, conclude, execute promptly 
or speedily. 

a 2533 Ld. Berners Huon cl. 330 Dyspatch the mater and 
reuenge me. 2547 Boorde Introd. Know! 145 He had 
many matters of state to dyspache. 2551 Robinson tr. 
More's Utop. u. (Arb.) 74 The worke beyng diuided into so 
greate a numbre of workemen, was with excedinge mar- 
uelous spede. dyspatched. 1659 B. Harris Parival’s Iron 
Age 202 He was so., unlike to live, that his Christening was 
dispatcht in hast. 2667 Pepys Diary (1879) IV. 239 To my 
office, where dispatched some business. 2751 Johnson 
bler No. 162 -p 4, I . .soon dispatched a bargain on the usual 
terms. 2776 — Let. to Mrs. Thrale 6 May, We dispatched 
our journey very jieacably. . 2782. 'Priestley Corrupt. Chr. 
II. ix. 252 Dominic easily dispatched this task in six days. 
2856 Froude Hist. Eng. (1858) I. iii. 219 Causes lingering 
before his commissaries were summarily dispatched at a 
higher, tribunal. 2895 F. Hall Two Trifles 27, I must 
dispatch my errand and be off. 
p. 28x7 Moore Lalla R. (1824) 226 Veiled Proph, The 
matter is easily despatched. 2884 Church Bacon ix. 228 
Two of the great divisions of knowledge * . are despatched 
in comparatively short chapters. 

to. To * dispose of’ or 4 make away with ’ (food, 
a meal) promptly or quickly ; to eat up, consume, 
devour, colloq. 

2722 Addison Sped. N0.7 p 2, I dispatched my Dinner 
as soon as I could. 2833 Ht. Martineau Brooke F. ix. ua 
The roast beef and plum-puddings had been dispatched. ■ \ 
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j8. i8a6 Scott Woodst. v, I saw two rascall ions engaged 
in . . despatching a huge venison pasty. 2837 Disraeli 
Venetia 1. xv, The brother magistrates despatched their : 
rumpsteak. ! 

f e, trans . To produce or ‘turn out’ promptly j 
or quickly. Obs. ...... | 

c 1710 C. Fiennes Diary { 1888) ioi There are also paper i 
milk w eh dispatches paper at a quick rate. 1711 Steele I 
Tatter IV - . Pref. T 2 The great Ease with which he is able | 
to dispatch the most entertaining Pieces of this Nature. 

f 0 . To remove, dispel, do away with ; to dispose 
of, get rid of. Obs. 

1568 Grafton Citron. II. 395 Dispatching some by death, j 
and other by banishment. *578 Lvte Dodoens in. xlvi. 382 I 
It dissolveth and dispatcheth congeled blood. 1600 Hol- 
land Livy xxii. vi. 435 The heat of the sunrie had broken 
and dispatched the mist. 1726 Adv. C apt. R. Boyle 221 
To dispatch all fear of Resistance, I can assure you there 
are but two more Servants in the House. ^ 

f b. To ‘ get rid of ’ (goods) ; to dispose of (by 
sale). Obs. 

'1592 Greene Dispui. 17 The Paynters coulde not di$- 
patche and make away theyr Vermiglion, if tallowe faced 
whoores vsde it not for their cheekes. 1632 Litiigow Trav. 
vm. 355 Rings . . valued to a hundred Chickens of Malta, 
eight shillings the peece, which I dispatched for lesser, 
f e. To put out of the way, stow away, rare, 

1567 R. Edwards Damon <$* P. in Hazl. Dodsley IV. 39 
Such a crafty spy I have caught .. Snap the tipstaff,. 
Brought him to the court, and in the porter’s lodge dis- 
patched him. 

** To rid (a person) of something. 
t7. trans. To rid (a person, etc. of from, some 
encumbrance or hindrance); to deliver, free, re- 
lieve. 

1530 Palsgr. 520/1 We shall dispatche us of hym well 
ynoughe. C1534 tr. Pol. Verg. Eng. Hist. (Camden) I. 161 
The thinge which shoulde cleanlie dispatche him of all 
languor and sorrow. 1548 Udall, etc. Erasmus Par, Pref. 

18 Whan I had cleane dispatched myself of this great 
charge and taske. 1549 Coverdale, etc. Erasm. Par. 1 Tim. 
vi. 17 Thinges so incertain that yf casualtie take them not 
awaye, yet at lest death despatcheth vs from them. 1561 
Daus tr. Bulling er on Apoc. (1573) 315 Dispatch vs from 
euils, grannt us the good thinges promised. 1562 Turner 
Baths 6 b, Some are dispatched of their diseases here in 
sixe dayes. ^ 1580 Baket Alv. D 884 To dispatch himself j 
Out of a businesse ..To dispatch and ridde out of trouble. 
1594 Plat Jewell-ho. in. 57 You shall soone dispatch your 
barnes . . of al these wastfuU birds, a 1641 Br. Mountagu 
Acts $ Mon. (1642) 295 Antipater being dispatched of these 
two competitors, had an easier course to run. 

fb. To deprive, bereave. Obs. (Cf. 4 .) 

1602 Shaks. Ham. 1. v. 75 Thus was I, sleeping, by a 
Brothers hand, Of Life, of Crowne, and Queene at once' 
dispatcht. 1606 G. W[oodcoci<e] tr. Ivs tine's Hist, 94 a, 
Anstotimus was dispatched both of life and rule. 

■ II. intransitive. 

+ 8 . {[or ref. 1 b.) To start promptly for a place, 
get away quickly, make haste to go, hasten away. 

1 1587 Turberv. 7 rag. T. (1837) 101 Howe he mought . . 
Dispatche and goe unto the place. 1597 Shaks. 2 Hen. IV, 
iv. iii. 82 And now dispatch we toward the Court. 1670 
Eachard Cont. Clergy 52 Dispatch forthwith for. Peru and 
Jamaica. 1712 W. Rogers Voy. 400 That we might dis- 
patch for the Cape of Good Hope, as fast as possible. 

0. To make haste (to do something), hasten, be 
quick. Obs. or arch. 

1581 Pettie Guazzo’s Civ. Conv. 1. (1586) 24 b. Dispatch 
I pray you to shew me, 1591 Florid 2 nd Bruites 5 Dis- 
patch and giue me a shirt. 1692 R. L’Estrange Josephus' 
Antiq. iv. 1./1733) 78/1 Why do we not dispatch then and 
take possession ? 1712 Arbuthnot John Bull n 1. iii, Thou 
hast so many * IPs’ and * And VI Prithee, dispatch. 1753 
Foote Eng. in Paris 1. Wks. 1799 1. 37 Hold your jaw and 
dispatch. 1828 Scott F. M. Perth viii, Butler Gilbert, 
dispatch, thou knave. 1833 L. Ritchie Wand., by Loire 
146 ‘ Come— despatch F said the imperial sponsor ; and the 
ceremony was hurried through. 

+ 10. (absol. from 5 ). To conclude or settle a 
business; to get through, have done {with). Obs. 

1603 Shaks. Meas.for M. in. i. 279 At that place call vpon 

Hie, and dispatch with Angelo, that it may be quickly. 
1666 Boyle Grig. Formes $ Qual. (1667) 5.1 And thus (to 
dispatch) by the bruising of Fruit, the Texture is commonly 
so chang’d, that fete.]. ; , 

T Dispatch is used by Gabriel Harvey for the, pa. ppie. 

1573 G. Harvey Letter-bk. (Camden) 22, I hope mi long 
lingering matter is ere now quietly dispatch. 1577 ibid. 
58 Ar thefyj so soone dispatche in deede ? 

Hence Dispatched ppl. a. (whence f Dis- 
patchedly adv . ) ; Dispatchingf vbL sb. an d ppl. a. 

1552 Huloet, Dispatched, expedites* per/ectus. <*1564 
Becon Acts Christ 4 Antichr. Prayers, etc. (1844) 531 
Unto the dispatching of their torments, if they be in purga- 
tory. 1611 JFlorio, Spacciatmnmte , dispatchedly, out of 
hand, with riddance or much speed. 1615 W. Hull Mirr. 
Maiestie 78 Not to a dispatching, easy, honourable kind of 
death, but to the lingring, painefull, ignominious death of 
the Crosse. 1633 Cosllie Whore iv. iii. in Bullen O. PL IV, 
A cup of poyson Stuff with dispatching Simples. 16. . 
Cabbala, Marq. Ynoiosa to Lord Conway' tR.\ I have 
differed the dispatching of a currier. 1893 Star 25 Feb. 
4/3 The port is at the dispatching point of the Cheshire 
salt trade. 

, Dispatch, despatch (dispce*tj), sb. Also 7 
dispache. [f. Dispatch v., or perh. immediately 
ad. It. dispaccio (also spaccio) ( a dispatch, a hast- 
ing, a riddance; also a pleeke or packet of 
letters’ (Florio) = Sp., Pg. despacho, Romanic 
deriv. f. the vb. stem: see prec. Cf. relation of 
Depeach^A and z>.] 


I. The act of dispatching. - 
' 1. The sending off (of a messenger, letter) etc.) oh 
an. errand or to a particular destination. 

2600 E.. Blount tr. Conest aggio 280 Blaming him to have 
beene too slacke in the dispatch of the Arraie. 1667 Pepys 
Diary 10 June, So to Woolwich to give order for the dis- 
patch of a ship I have taken under my care to see dis- 
patched. 2805 T. Lindley Voy. Brazil (1808) 74 He deferred 
the dispatch of my note. 2840 Penny Cycl. XVIII. 457/2 
The operations of the Post-office belonging to the dispatch 
of letters. 1856 Froude Hist. Eng. (1S58) I. I. 70 The des- 
patch of a French embassy to England. 2886 Postal Guide 
No. 219 title-p., Dates of Dispatch of Mails, etc. Ibid. 210 
Dates of Despatch of Colonial and Foreign Mails. 

+ 2. Official dismissal or leave to go, given to 
an ambassador after completion of his errand ; 
conge. Ohs. 

2571 St. Trials , Duke Norfolk (R.\ After the dispatch of 
Rodolph, in Lent last, as he had made show before, that he 
intended to go over sea, and was all this while practising 
about this treason. 1603 Knolles Hist. 'Turks (1638) 262 
To heare Embassadors from forrein Princes, and to giue 
them their dispatch. 1605 Shaks. Lear \i. \. 127 The 
seuerall Messengers From hence attend dispatch. 1698 
Fryer Acc. E. India # P. 124, I easily condescended, 
thinking to procure my Dispatch with more speed. 

+ 3. Dismissal (of a suitor, etc.) after settlement 
of business ; attention to or settlement of the busi- 
ness (of a person) ; see Dispatch 3 . Ohs. 

1550 Crowley Last Trumpet 936 If thou be a mans 
atturney. . Let him not waite and spende money, If his dis- 
patch do lie in the. 

4. Making away with by ptitting to death ; kill- 
ing; death by violence. 

Happy dispatch, a humorous name for the Japanese form 
of suicide called Hara-kiri. 

1576 Fleming Panopl. Epist. 315 Except I had followed 
you . . the sort'd wes . . had quite overwhelmed me, and wrought 
my femedilesse dispatch. 1591 Traub. RaigneK. John (1621) 
59 Tormentor come away, Make my dispatch the Tyrants 
feasting day. 2653 H . Cogan tr. Pinto’s Trav. xv. 51 So 
furiohs and bloody a fight, that in less than a quarter of an 
hour we made a clean dispatch of them all. 2697 Bp. 
Patrick Comm. Exod. xii. 6 There were about two hours 
and a half for the Dispatch of all the Lambs. 1859 Dimes 
26 Mar. 9/2 The Japanese, are. .taught, .the science, mys- 
tery, or accomplishment of 1 Happy Dispatch 

5. The getting (of business* etc.) out of hand ; 
settlement, accomplishment ; (prompt or speedy) 
execution. Quick dispatch : prompt or speedy set- 
tlement of an affair. ; hence, in former use, prompt- 
itude in settling an affair, speed, expedition (== 
sense 6 ), 

2582 Pettie Gnazzo's Civ.’ Conv. n. (1586)101 b, Neither 
that he be lesse liberall of justice, or quick in dispatch to- 
wards them [the poore], than towards the rich. 2602 Shaks. 
All’s Well in. ii, 56 After some dispatch in hand at Court, 
Thither we bend againe. 2602 Cornwallyes Ess. ii. xlvi. 
(1632) 270 The miles which you must overcome before the 
dispatch of your journey. 1602 How Man may chuse a 
good Wife 11 l ii. in Old Eng. Drama (1824) 53 About it 
with what quick- dispatch thou can'st. 2652 Baxter Inf. 
Bapt. 214, I offered you — To Dispute publikely, only for 
quick dispatch. 1782 Gibbon Decl. <$■ F. II. 75 In the dis- 
patch of business, his diligence was indefatigable. 2833 
Ht, Martineau Munch. Strike vii. 73 Three members of 
the Committee sit daily for the dispatch of common busi- 
ness. 1863 H. Cox Jnstit. 1. vi. 41 If it be intended that 
Parliament should meet for dispatch pf business. 2885 Act 
48-49 Viet. c. 60. § 10 Notwithstanding any vacancy . . the 
Council shall be competent to proceed to the dispatch of 
business. 

p. 2837 CarlVle Fr. Rev. I. iii. i, In him is. .only clerk- 
like ‘despatch of business* according to routine. 2860 
Motley Nethert. (1868) I. iii. 75 To his credit and dexterity 
they attribute the despatch of most things. 

t b. ‘ Conduct, management ’ ( J.). Obs. rare. 
1605 Shaks. Mach. 1. v. 69 You shall put This Nights 
great Businesse into my dispatch. 

6 . a. Prompt settlement or speedy accomplish- 
ment of an affair ( - quick dispatch in 5 ). Also as 
a personal quality: Promptitude in dealing with 
affairs, b. Speed, expedition, haste, rapid progress. 

a. 1607-22 Bacon Ess., Dispatch (Arb.) 242 Measure not 
dispatch by the tymes of sitting, but by the advauncement 
of the busines. a 1680 Butler Rem. (1759) II. 71 Dispatch 
is no mean Virtue^ in a Statesman. 1712 Addison Sped. 
No. 469 7* 4 The Dispatch of a good Office as very often as 
beneficial to the Solicitor as the good Office itself. 

b. 1573 Tusser Hnsb. lxxxv. (1878) 174 Due season is 
best. .Dispatch hath no fellow, make short and away. 1582 
N. Lichefield tr. CastauhedcHs Couq. E. Ind. xxxviii. 91 b. 
The dispatch he made for the lading of our ships. 2636 
Davenant Witts v. i, This is a time of great dispatch and 
haste. 2722 Wollaston Relig. Nat. ix. 206 The business 
he has to do grows urgent upon him, and calls for dispatch. 
1793 Smeaton Edy stone L. § 232 We also made good dis- 
patch with the cutting of the rock. 2865 Carlyle^ Fivdk. 
Gt . VIII. xviii.xiv. 84 All turns on dispatch ; loiter a little, 
and Friedrich himself will be here again ! 

/3 . 1832 Ht. Martineau Demerara i. 8 Covering them 
[the roots] with so much despatch. 

f7. The act of getting rid (of something) , by sale, 
etc. ; riddance, clearance, disposal ; the act of put- 
ting away hastily. Obs. 

1605 Shaks. Lear 1. it. 33 Glou. What Paper \yere, you 
reading ? Bast. Nothing my Dard- _ Glou. Nq,? wlmt 
needed then that terrible dispatch jof it Into your Pocket? 
2653 Cogan tr. Pinto's Trav. xiii. 42 In less than eight 
days he cleared his Warehouse . . Now having made a full 
dispatch of all [etc.]. 

IX. Concrete and transferred senses. 

8 . A written message sent off promptly or speedily; 
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spec, an official; communication relating to public 
affairs, usually conveyed by a special messenger. • 
2582 N. Lichefield tr. Castanheda’s Conq. E. Ind. xx. 52 b, 
Nicholas Coello hauing receiued this dispatch, did forthwith 
depart, and that in hast. . 1585 T. Washington tr. Nicholafs 
Voy. iv. xxi. 136 Messengers which carry y' ordinary dis- 
patches from Raguse to Constantinople. 2660 F. Brooks 
tr. Le Blanc’s Trav. 309 Visier, keeper of the scale, who 
before he can seale any dispatch, must acquaint the grand 
Senior. 2782 Genii. Mag. LIL 147 Captain Henry Dd win 
late of his Majesty’s ship Russel, arrived here with dis- 
patches from. Rear Admiral Sir Samuel Hood. 1803 Wel- 
lesley Let. to Wellington 23 Dec. in Thornton Hist. India, 
(1842) III. xviiL 358 note^ I received this morning your dis- 
patch of the 30th of N ovepiber, 2809 W e llington in Gurw. 
Desp. I V. 292 Excepting upon very important occasions I 
write my dispatches without making a draft. , 1844 H. H. 
W iLSON Brit. India 1. 223 Sir John Malcolm, .announced his 
arrival to the court, sending his dispatches by one of his 
officers. 2847 Tennyson Princess iv. 360 Delivering seal'd 
dispatches which the Head took half-amazed. 

/3. 1642 Nicholas Papers (Camden) 59, I have alsoe made 
an other, despacth to the lords pf the privie counsel by his 
Majesties command. 2838 Thirlwall Greece IV. xxix. 87 
They were called away by a despatch from the fleet ait 
Cardia. 1865 Livingstone Zambesi vi. 135 The loss of the 
mail-bags, containing Government despatches and our 
friends’ letters for the past year. 

9. An agency or organizatibn for the expeditious 
transmission’ of goods, etc. ; a conveyance or vessel 
by which goods, parcels, or letters are dispatched. 

1694 Lond. Gaz. No. 2964/x Died . . Don Jean de Angulo, 
Secretary of the Universal Dispatch. 2703 ibid. No. 3924/4 
The Reprisal Dispatch, 1 Jacob Green late Master, from New- 
England, 1862 [see 12]. Mod. I’he Merchants’ Despatch ; 
it was sent by despatch. {Cent. Diet X 
tTO. A body of. persons (officially) sent to a 
particular destination. Obs, 

2713 Warder True Amazons 69 Dispatches of Guards are 
sent From tbe first Disturbance given. 

11 . slang. \pl.) A kind of false dice : = Dis- 
patcher 2 . 

2813 J. H. Vaux Flash Did.) Dispatches, false dice used 
by gamblers, so contrived as always to throw a nick. 1856 
Times 27 Nov. 9/2 There are dice called ‘ despatches*., A 
'despatch* has two sides, double fours, double fives, and 
double sixes. 

III. 12. attrib. and Comb., sis dispatch-bearing, 
- 1 writer , - writing ; dispatch-boat, -box, dispatch 
cock, dispatch-tube (see quots.). 

2722 Addison Sped. No. 469 F 5 Gratifications, Tokens of 
Thankfulness, Dispatch Money, and the like specious 
Terms, are the Pretences under which Corruption, .shelters 
Itself. 1785 Grose Did. Vutg. 'Tongue , Spaich cock , abbre- 
viation of a dispatch cock, an Irish dish upon any sudden 
occasion. 1834 West Ihd.Skeich-bk. I. 299 These, .dispatch 
cocks . . are simply fowls cut down the back and expanded 
to the purposes of a grill . .'they afford an agreeable relief 
to an appetite that demands baste to be gratified — whence 
the ; name. 1842 Lever C. O'Malley xci. 443 In the mere 
details of note-writing or despatch-bearing. 2801 Engineer 
XII. 52/3 {title }, The Pneumatic Despatch. Ibid ., The loads, 
in the pneumatic despatch tubes do not much exceed Jialf- 
a-ton, unless the despatch carriages are coupled in trains of 
two or more. 2864 Webster, Dispatch-box, a box for carry- 
ing dispatches ; a box for papers and other conveniences of 
a gentleman when travelling. 2874 Knight Did. Mech. s.v. 
A tntospheric Railway , A late act of Congress (1872) appro- 
priates $15,000 for a pneumatic dispatch-tube between the 
Capitol and the Government Printing-Office, Washington. 
Ibid., Dispatch-boat, a name given to a swift vessel, formerly 
a fast sailer, now a small steamboat, used in dispatch duty. 
Ibid., Dispatch-tube, a tube in which letters or parcels are 
transported bya current of air. 1889 Repent. P. Wentworth 
III. 267 Some papers he had just extracted from Jus despatch- 
box. 2889 Sat. Rev. 26 Jan. 204/1 Despatch-writing had not 
yet become part of the art of war. 

Bispa*tcliahle, a. rare. [f. Dispatch v. + 
rABLE.J Capable jof being dispatched. 

2822 Blackiv. Mag. IX. 305 Thou wilt find it no very easy 
or dispatchable matter. , ; ...... 

Dispatcher (dispsetjai). [f. as prec. + -er 1 .] 

1. One wh-Q or that which dispatches, in various 
senses : see the verb. 

1547-64 Bauldwin Mar. Philos. (Palfr.) v. vi. To the godly, 
death is the most happy messenger and quick dispatcher 
of all such displeasures. 2549 Bale Pref. Leland’s Itin. 
B iv. (T.), AvaryCe was the other dyspatcher, whych hath 
made an ende both of our lybraryes and hokes without 
respect. 2563-87 Foxe A. fy M. (1631) III. xi. 551/2 marg., 
D. Story. . the chiefe dispatcher of all Gods saints that 
suffered in Queene Maries time, 1621 Cotgr., Dataire, 
the dater, or dispatcher of the Popes Bulls.' 2755 Magens 
Insurances II. 212 Likewise the Dispatcher of Averages. 
2884 A. Wainwright in Harpers Mag. July 272/2 The 
dispatcher, as the electrician is technically called, puts his 
finger upon a fourth key. 2886 Pall Mall G. 31 Aug. 3/2 
The despatcher of a telegram. 

2. slang, {pit) A kind of false dice : see quots. 

'2798 Sporting Mag. XI. 85 How long It was since his con- 

. science had permitted him to use dispatchers 5 these,. he said, '• 
.were, loaded dice. ■ 1894 Maskelyne Sharps <$* Flats 237 Of 
unfair dice.. there are those whose faces do not bear the 
correct number of pips, ind Which are known as ‘ dis- 
patchers*. : Ibid. 238 A high dispatcher cannot throw less 
than two, whilst a low one cannot throw higher than three.; 

Bispa tcMul, a. Obs, or arch. [f. Dispatch 

sb. + -FUL.] 

f 1. Having the quality of dispatching or making 
away with expeditiously. Obs.. 

2608 Middleton Trick to Catch Old One 11. ii. D ij, He. . 
Fall like a secret and dispatchfuil plague On your secured 
Comforts. 2680 H. More Apocal. Apoc.' 83 Their teeth . , 
were very dispatchfuil of their prey, 1 


DISPATCHMENT. 


DISPEN S ABILITY, 


2. Full of or characterized by dispatch. ; speedy, 
expeditious, quick, hasty. Oh. or arch 
164* Fuller Answ , to Feme 3 Those dispatchfull and 
urgent times. 1667 Milton P. L, v. 331 So saying, with 
dispatchful looks in haste She turns, on hospitable thoughts 
intent. 1683 tr, Erasmus* Morise Enc., While the dispatch- 
ful foo! shall rush bluntly on, 1768-74 Tucker Lt. Nat. 
(1.852) II. 592 There is a wide difference between leading 
a regular life, and living by rule ; the one js pleasant, easy, 
smooth, and dispatchful; the other . .toilsome, stiff, and 
generally wasteful both of time and strength. 1814 H. Busk 
Fugitive Pieces 230 If despatchful haste thy journey need. 
1829 Lytton Disowned 19 The most dispatchful solicitude, 
fb. quasi adv. Speedily, quickly, in haste. Oh. 
2725 Pope Odyss, in. 534 Let one, dispatchful, bid some 
swain to lead A, well-fed bullock from the grassy mead. 
1792 Cowper Iliad xxnr. 148 Their keen-edged axes to the 
towering oaks Dispatchful they applied, 

+ Dispa*tcliment. Oh. [f. Dispatch v. + 
-ment.] The act of dispatching, dispatch (in 
various senses) : prompt execution or settlement ; 
getting rid of, sending away, dismissal; making 
away with, killing. 

1529 St. Trials, Wolsey, For want of dispatchment of 
matters. 2538 M. Throgmorton Let. Cromwell (MS. in St. 
Pap. Hen. VIII , XII. it. No. 552 Reed. Off.) Att Pares .. 
y requevyd off hy me [Pole] my dyspachement (copy in MS. 
Cott . Cleofi, E. 6,386 despachement] according to hys promes 
to me at Rome. 1546 Bale Eng. Votaries u. (1550) nob, 
He. .confessed that he had sent, .false letters and poysons to 
the dyspachement of hys enemyes. 1570 Abp. Parker Corr. 
363 To procure the dispatchment of this offensive court. 
Dispathy, obs. form of Dyspathy. 
t Dispa*tron, v. Obs. [Dis- 7 a.] trans. To 
deprive of a patron or of patronage. 

1615 Sylvester Du Bart as. Job Triumphant 11. 62 
Townes of late By him dispatroned and depopulate, c x6ao 
Z. Boyd Ztons Flowers (1855) 89 By thee dispatron’d . . 
Who could a comforte once afford tome? 

Dispauper [dispp-pai), v. Law. [Dis- 7 b.] 
trans. To decide a person to be no longer a pauper; 
to deprive of the privileges of a pauper ; to dis- 
qualify from suing in form & pauperis, that is, with- 
out payment of fees. 

1631 Star Chamb. Cases (Camden) 72 Therfore the Court 
would dismisse the cause or dispauper the pl[ain]t[iff], for 
that by his confession he hath ii li per annum. 1656 Blount 
G lasso gr., Dispauper is a word most used in the Court of 
Chancery, as when one is admitted to sue in forma pauperis, 
if that privilege be taken from him, he is said to be Dis- 
paupered. 1816 J. Phillimore Rep. I. 185 (L.) If a party 
has a current income, though no permanent property, he 
must be dispaupered. 1885 Law Times 7 Mar. 340/1 The 
plaintiff had, by the fact of his having recovered . . more than 
£ 5, become dispaupered. 

Bispauperize (dispp-poroiz\ v. [f. Dis- 6 + 
Pauperize;] trans. a. To release or free from the 
state of pauperism. Also fig. b. To free (a com- 
munity or locality) from paupers. 

1833 New Monthly Mag. XXXVII. 283 What chance do 
you see of dispauperizing any of the paupers? 1848 Mill 
Pol E con. v. xi. § 13 (1876) 585 Many highly pauperized 
districts . . have been dispauperized by adopting strict rules 
of poor-law administration. 1874 Conietnp. Rev. XXIV. 
965 The boy was thoroughly dispauperized m spirit. 

Hence Dispau perized ppl. a . ; -iza*tion. 

1834 xst Rep. Poor Law Comm . (1885) 163 The principle 
of relief . . found so efficient in the dispauperized parishes. 
1876 Pretyman {title), D ^pauperization, a popular Treatise 
on Poor-Law Evils and their Remedies. 

t Dispayre, sb. Oh. Alsodys-,-peir,-peyre. 
[f. Dispair vA, var. of Depair, to spoil, injure, or 
suffer injury.] Impaired condition, disrepair. 

1467 in Eng. Gilds (1870) 397 That it may be remedyed 
and holpen when that it ys [in] ruyn, or in dispeyre, or 
before. 1537-8 Will of % Spotter (Somerset Ho.), All the 
wyndows. .that be in dyspeir. 

Dispayi\e, obs. form of Despair. 

Bispeace (disprs). [f. Dis- 9 + Peace sb. 
Orig. Scotch, in which it is in familiar use.] The 
absence or reverse of peace or quietness ; uneasi- 
ness (of mind) ; dissension, enmity. 

2825 Jamieson, Dispense, disquiet, dissension. 1851 Rusicin 
Stones Vert. III. iv.§ 36. 197 The London of the nineteenth 
century may yet become as Venice without her despotism, 
and as Florence without her dispeace. 2856 — Mod. Paint. 
III. iv. xviii. Conch 338 Two men, cast on a desert island, 
could not thrive in dispeace. 2867 S. Cox Quest Chief Good 
123 This very contrast . . breeds no dispeace or anger in the 
heart. 1873 Burton Hist. Scot. VI. lxxi. 219 Scotland had 
dements of dispeace. 2881 Geikie in Nature XXIII. 224 
The rumours of renewed dispeace among the nations. 
Hence Dispea'ceful a. 

1893 R. Wallace in Scott. Leader 29 Jan. 6 A messenger 
of that dispeaceful divinity (the goddess of strife]. 

tDispeaT, v. Oh. [f, Dis- 6 + stem oi ap- 
pear, com~pear ; see also the aphetic Pear. Cf. 
OK. disparoir ( 16 th c. in Godef.) or It. disparere 
* to disappeere ’ (Florio). Mod. Fr. has in the pre- 
sent stem disparaitre, disparaiss - : cf. Disparish 
vO and Disappear. ! intr. To disappear. 

1600 Fairfax Tasso vu. xliv. 125 All those stars on heau’ns 
blew face that shone . . dispeared were and gone. 1627 Bp. 
Hall Gt. Impostor Wlcs. 502 This great impostor., dis- 
peareth and is gone. *647 H. More Song of Soul 1. 1. li, 
But he looks on. to whom nought doth dispear, 

Dispeche : var. of Despeche, Depeach v. Oh., 
to send away, dispatch. Also Dispecbement, = 
Dispatchment. 


480 

2538 M. Throgmorton Let., copy in MS. Cott. Cleopatra 
E. 6, If. 386, And from thens also to have been dispeched 
[orig. in St. Pap. Hen. VIII , XII. 11. No. 552, dyspachydj. 
Ibid., And herupon delayed my dispechement .. Io come 
further concernyng my dispechement [original, in both cases, 
dyspachement ]. 

Dispect, var. of Despect, Obs. 
f Bispee'd, v. Obs. [app. ad. obs. It. dispedire , 
(spedire) to dispatch (Florio), f. Dis- 1 ; a parallel 
form to L. ex-pedire, im-pedlre (Expede, Impede). 
But, as the spelling shows, associated in Eng. use 
with Speed : cf. also the parallel form Despeed.] 
trans. To dispatch, to send off. b. reft. To get 
away quickly. 

1603 Knolles Hist. Turks (L.), To that end he dispeeded 
an embassadour to Poland. The man returned.. and was 
againe dispeeded. 1624 in Calettd. St. Papers, E. Indies 
16 Aug. (1878) 365 The Dutch have dispeeded sundry ships 
towards the west. 2630 Lord Banians 79 [He] dispeeded 
his Bramane Madewnauger, and his Pardon, to Delee. 2814 
Southey Roderick xv. 273 Himself from that most painful 
interview Dispeeding, he withdrew. 

c. To dispatch or finish promptly ; to expedite. 

1626 Gat aker Spanish Invasion 16 lulian. .sent one Aly- 
pius. .furnished with much treasure for the dispeeding of 
the worke. 

Dispeir(e, obs. form of Despair. 

Dispel (dispeT), v. [ad. L. dispel l- He to drive 
asunder, scatter, f. Dis- 1 + pellere to drive.] 

1. Hans. To drive away in different directions or 
in scattered order ; to disperse by force, dissipate 
(e. g. clouds, darkness, doubts, fears, etc.) 

a 1631 Donne in Select. (1842) 141 More clouds than they 
could, -dispel and scatter. 1662 J. Davies tr. Oleariits’ Voy. 
Atnbass. 210 Lamps.. enough to dispell the greatest dark- 
nesse. 1667 Milton P. L. i. 530 He.. gently rais'd Their 
fainted courage, and dispel’d their fears. 2781 Gibbon 
Decl.Sf F. 111 . 63 His apprehensions were soon dispelled. 
1883 Froude Short Stud. IV. 1. viii. 90 He dispelled the 
illusions of Lewis. 1887 Bowen Vhg. JEneid 1. 199 Ills 
more dire ye have suffered; and these too Heaven will 
dispel. 

2. intr. (for ref.) To become dissipated or scat- 
tered, as a cloud or the like. 

*643 Kingdomes Wkly. Intellig. No. 7. 55 [He] still hangs 
as a cloud over Plimmouth, but it dispells every day. 1799 
Campbell Pleas. Hope 11. 263 Melt, and dispel, ye spectre- 
doubts. 1840 Rlackw. Mag. XL VI II. 270 Conventions., 
in constant succession bubble up, form, and dispel. 

Hence Dispelling ppl. a., esp. in comb., as care- 
dispelling, that dispels care; Dispe'Hent (also 
-ant), a dispelling agent ; Dispeller, he who or 
that which dispels. 

2727 Frezier Voy. S. Sea 77 It is an admirable dispeller 
of certain Tumors. 1836 F, Mahoney Rel. Father Front, 
Watergrasshill Carousal (1859) 7 ^ A dispeller of sorrow. 
2869 Pall Mall G. 18 Aug. 10 The change of scene.. will 
often act as a good dispellant. 

Dispence, var. of Dispense. 
t Dispe*nd, v. Obs. or arch. Also 4-6 des-, 
dys-. Pa. t. and pple. dispended, dispent. [ME. 
des-, dispend-en, a. OF. despend-re (mod.F. di pen- 
dr e) - Pr. despendre , Sp. despender, It. di spender e:— 
late L. dispendere to weigh out, pay out, dispense, 
f. Dis- 1 + pender e to weigh. Cf. Expend, Spend.] 

1. trans. To pay away, expend, spend: a. money, 
wealth. 

C1330 R. Brunne Citron. (1810) 290 pe kyng sent.. For 
bisshoppes . . & oj?er pat pei found, pat ilk 3e.e mot dispende 
of londes twenty pound, c 1386 Chaucer Reez'e’s T, 63 For 
booly chirches good moot been despended On hooly chirches 
blood that is descended. 1492 Caxton Vitas Patr. (W. 
de W. 1495) 1. xxvii. 45 a/i She had dyspended alle her 
hauour to leches for to recouure her syghte. 1599 B. Jonson 
Ev. Matt out of Hum. u. iii, A poore elder brother of mine, 
sir, a yeoman, may dispend some seven or eight hundred 
a yeere. 2642 Declar. Lords <§• Corn. 20 June 6 Those 
summes shall be dispended as the former have been, c 1680 
Hickeringill^ Hist. Whiggism Wks. 1716 I. 28 All [the 
money] was dispended. 

absol. 1340 Ayenb. 53 Ich wylle pet pou ete and drinke 
and .. despendi. 1629 Gaule Holy Madn. 348 When he 
must needs despend, he . . kisses euery Peece he parts from, 
b. other things. 

a 1300 Cursor M. 1 3410 (Cott.) pe god drinc suld pou first 
despend. 2411 Rolls of Pari t, II I. 650/2 Schal do brynge . . 
two fatte Oxen . . to be dispended on a dyner. 14 . . Hocclf.ve 
Compl. Virgin 244 And hath his blood despent in greet foy- 
soua. 1582 N. Lichefield tr. Castanheda’s Conq. E. hid. 
xlii. 98 a, They were the bolder to dispend amongst them 
their shot, with the which there were many very sore hurt. 

1627 Feltham Resolves I. lxix. Wks. (1677) 105 Every Man 
will be busie in depending that quality, which is predomi- 
nant in him. a 1745 Swift Wks. (1841) II. 69 They insist, 
that the army dispend as many oaths yearly as will produce 
£100,000 nett. 1868 Kinclaice Crimea (1877) IV. xiii. 317 
An isolated bastion dispending its strength. 

e. To dispend la7id\ to have an income from 
land, to possess land. 

1523 Fitzherb. Surv. xii. (1539) 2 7 In some case he shall 
dispende and have more landes. 2613 Sir H. Finch Law 
(1636) 405 Where that clause needs not, the lurors must dis- 
pend some land of freehold out of ancient demesne within 
the Countie where the issue is to be tried. 

2. To spend, consume, employ, occupy (time). 

1340 Hampole Pr. Consc. 2435 Thou here dispended thi 

tymwrang. C1386 Chaucer Monk's T. 320 How she in 
vertu myghte hir lyf dispende [Hart. erron. despent]. c 1422 
Hoccleve Learn to Die 239 My dayes I despente in vanitee. 
1582 N. Lichefield tr. Castanheda's Conq. E. Ind. lxix. 


242 b, That vpon them the Caruelis might dispend their times. 
258a Bentley Mon. Matrones 122 The time of my life euilt 
dispent. 

8 . pass. To be brought to an end or finished up ; 
to be exhausted or spent ; to come to an end. 

1393 Gower Conf. I. 5 Whan the prologe is so despended. 
2452 Will of S. Fyncham in Blyth's Fincham (1863) 154 Til 
hese issue male be dispended. 2470 Harding Citron, ix. i, 
Anchises dyed and was dispent. 2520 Caxton' s Chron . Eng. 

I. 9/2 The vytayles were dispended and fayled. 

4. To spend to no purpose ; to waste, squander. 

1303 R. Brunne Hattdl. Synne 1198 A clerk that folylyche 

dyspendyth J>e godys j> at hys fadyr hym 3yveth, c 1385 
Chaucer L. G. W. 2491 Phyllis, Me liste not. .Despenden 
[v. r. dispenden] on hym a pennefull of ynke. 2483 Caxton 
Cato Bvb, To thende that thoudyspende hyt not iolysshly. 

5. To distribute, Dispense (esp. in early use, in 
charity to the poor). 

c 1375 Cato Major m. x. in Anglia VII, Freliche dis- 
pende, per neod is, euer among, c 2400 Apol. Loll. 112 If 
pis be 3euen or despendid to J?e pore. 2483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 
275/1 To gyue to the poure peple and dispende it among 
the nedy. 2517 Test. Ebor. (Surt.) V. 88 Dispendyd and 
dalt at my buryall. .xlsr. 1633 P. Fletcher Purple I si. hi. 
vi , The purple fountain . . By thousand rivers through the 
Is e dispent. 1652 Benlowks Theoph. xii. xlix. 225 When 
bols Influence descends . . And richer Showres, then fell on 
Danaes lap dispends, a 1656 Hales Gold. Rem. (1688) 267 
To make them, .profitable unto us, by charitably dispending 
them. 

6 . To dispense with, do without, rare . 

1624 T. Adams Devils Banquet 62 If a present punishment 
be suspended, the future shall neuer be dispended with. 

t Dispe’nder. Obs. Also 4-5 des-, dispen- 
dour. [ME. a. OF. despendour agent-n. from de- 
spendre ; see prec.] One that expends ; a dis- 
penser ; an almoner ; a steward ; =^Dispknsator. 

2340 Ayenb. 290 He . . het his desspendoure h et be him 
yeaue uyftene pond of gold, pe spendere. . ne yeaf bote uyf. 
138a Wyclif Tit. i. 7 It bihoueth a bischop for to be withoute 
crime, as dispendour of God, 138a — 2 Pet. iv. 10 As goode 
dispenderes of the . ., grace of God. c 2386 Chaucer Melib. 

T 687 The gretter richesses that a man hath, the mo de- 
spendours he hath, c 1430 Pilgr. Lyf Manhode m. xvii. 
(1869) 144 Thilke is executrice, and dispendere of the resi- 
due of the testat 1450-1530 Myrr. our Ladye 114 Marye 
..that arte.. moste ware dyspender. fede the hungry wyth 
thy benygne prouydence. 1621 Florio, Dispensatore. .also 
a dispender. 

t Dispe'n din g, vbl. sb. Obs. [f. Dispend v. +• 
-INO J .J The action of Dispend v.\ expenditure. 

c 2340 Hampole Prose Tr. 25 Thes holy mene lefte not 
witterly . . the dispendynge of worldely goodis. xs6$Homilies 

II. Alnzsdeeds m. (1850) 395 There is a kind of dispending 
that shall never diminish the stock. 1603 Florio Montaigne 
iii. ix. (1632) 537 Their dispending and. .artificial! liberalities. 

b. Money to defray expenses. 

2375 Barbour Bruce \ iii. 509 He,.gaf thame dispending 
And send thame hame. 

c. Dispensation; stewardship. 

1388 Wyclif i Cor. ix. 17 Dispending [138a, Geneva, and 
2622 dispensation ; R. V. stewardship] is bitakun to me. _ 

Dispendioixs (dispe-ndiss), [ad. L. dis- 
pejidios-us hurtful, prejudicial, f. Dispendium. Cf. 
mod.F. dispendietix expensive (Littre).] 
fl. Causing loss or injury ; hurtful, injurious. 

1557 Pole in Strype Eccl. Mem. 111 . App. lxxx. 276 [It] 
being thought, .that for the necessity of money that is to be 
demanded in the parliament, and otherwise cannot be pro- 
vided, the prorogation of that should be much dispendious. 
2. Costly, expensive ; lavish, extravagant. 

1727 Bailey vol. II, Dispendious, sumptuous, costly. 
2861 Beresf. Hope Eng. Cathedr. tg th. C. u, 59 A some- 
what dispendious use of material may in the end be true 
economy. 1864 Ecclesiolog/st XXV. 86 What is the good 
..of this, .dispendious use of materials ? 

Hence Dispe*ndiously adv., at great expense. 
2874 T. G. Bowles Flotsam Jetsam 9 Nov, (1883) 116 
A green apple which he had dispendiously bought. 

Dispe nditure. rare. [f. Dispend, after Ex- 
penditure.] — Expenditure. 

2857 Sir F. Palgrave Norm , <$■ Eng. II. 506 His exuberant 
dispenditure speedily received a check. 

II Dispendium. Obs. [L. —cost, expense; 
also, loss, damage ; f. dispendere to Dispend : a 
parallel form to Compendium. Cf. It. dispendio 
expense.] Loss/waste ; expenditure, expense. 

2648 Petit. Eastern Ass, 18 Is not Belt-money the dis- 
pendium of our possessions? a i66i t Fuller Worthies 1. 
(1662) 356 This Gentleman in his Title page ingeniously 
wisheth that his Compendium might not prove a pispen- 
dium to the Reader thereof. 1699 J. Woodward in Phil. 
Trans. XXI. 207 The less they [Plants] are in Bulk, the 
smaller the Quantity of the Fluid Mass in which they are 
set is drawn off ; the Dispendium of it. .being pretty nearly 
proportioned to the Bulk of the Plant. ^ 2727 S. Switzer 
Pract. Gardiner 1. v. 42 The dispendium or expense of 
water was the less by k . 

Dispensability, [f. next + -ity.] The 
quality of being dispensable, a. Capability of 
being dispensed or made the subject of eccles'as- 
tical dispensation, b. Capability of being dis- 
pensed with or done without. 

a- 2650 R, Hollingworth Exerc. Usurped Powers 43 
Quoting a Doctor of the Papacy for the dispensabilitie of an 
oath. 2837-9 H allam Hist. Lit. iv. m. § 23 [They] deny., 
the dispensability of the decalogue in any part. 2882 Stubbs 
Med. $ Mod. Hist. xii. (1886) 284 The theologians disputed 
as to the dispensability of a marriage with a brother’s widow. 

fc>. 1883 Miss Broughton Belinda III. in. ix. 8t Weigh- 
ing the dispensability or indispensability as a travelling 
companion of each [book]. 


DISPENSABLE. 

Dispensable (dispemsab’l), a. [ad. med.L. 
dispensdbil-is , f, dispensare to Dispense : see -ble. 
Cl. F. dispensable (16th c. in Littre).] 

1 . EccL Subject to dispensation, a. Capable of 
being permitted in special circumstances, though 
against the canons ; capable of being remitted or 
condoned, though an offence or sin. 

1533 More Let. to Cromwell Wks. 1425/1 Sodenly his 
highnes. .shewed me that. . his manage was . . in such wise 
against the la we of nature, that it coulde in no wyse by the 
churche be dispensable. 1536 A ct 28 Hen. VIII, c. 7 § 5 
The maryage. .was..ayenst the lawes of almighty god, and 
not dispensable by any humayne auctoritie. 1562 Fills in 
Strype Ann. I. xxxiii. 371 Horrible sins are dispensable for 
money. ^ a 1709 Atkyns ParL j- Pol. Tracts (1734) 296 The 
Distinction of Mala Prohibit a, into such as are dispensable, 
and such as are not dispensable. 

b. Capable of being dispensed with or declared 
non -obligatory in a special case, as a law, canon, 
oath, etc. 

a 1612 Donne Bi<x0amro«r (1644) 106 If it [the Law] be 
dispensable in some cases beneficiall to a man. 1679 Burnet 
Hist. Ref. 1. 1. ii. 152 He was then of opinion that the law 
in Leviticus was dispensable. 1690 Stillingfl. Charge to 
Clergy (T. ), The question, .is, whether the church’s benefit 
may not.. make the canons against non-residence as dis- 
pensable as those against translations. 1837-9 Hallam 
Hist. Lit. iv. hi. § 23 Durand seems to have thought the 
fifth commandment (our sixth) more dispensable than the 
rest. 1890 Pall Malt G. 15 Feb. 2/2 Celibate friars with 
‘dispensable vows’ are henceforth to be one of the recog- 
nized agencies of the Church of England. 

2 . Allowable, excusable, pardonable, arch, or Obs. 

1589 Puttenham Eng. Poesie m. xxiv. (Arb.) 286 It came 

not of vanitie but of a fatherly affection, ioying in the sport 
and company of His little children, in which respect, .it was 
dispenceable in him and. not indecent, a 1684 Leighton 
Comm. 1 Pet. iii. 8 In his saddest times, when he might 
seem most dispensable to forget other things. 1704 Swift 
T. Tub vi. (Seager), If straining a point were at all dis- 
pensable. 

3 . That can be dispensed with or done without ; 
unessential, omissible ; unimportant. 

1649 Jer. Taylor Gt. Exemp. m. xvi, 54 Things, which 
indeed are pious, and religious, but dispensable, voluntary 
and commutabie. 1653 H. More Conject. Cabbal. Pref. 
A vij <T.), Speculative and dispensable truths a man . . 
ought rather to propound . . sceptically to the world. 1842 
Rlackie in 'Tail’s Mag. IX. 749 Books .. are yet only of 
secondary use. .and can never render the hearing ear, and 
the speaking tongue dispensable. 1867 Swinburne Ess. <$• 
Stud. (1875) 1x8 Not a tone of colour, .is misplaced or dis- 
pensable. 

4 . Capable of being dispensed or administered. 

x68o St. Trials , Col. Andrews (R.), If they be laws, they 

must be. .dispensable by the ordinary courts of the land. 

Hence Dispe-nsableness = Dispensability. 

1654 Hammond Fundamentals xii. § 2 (R.) Of Dispen- 
sableness of Oaths. 

Dispensary (dispemsari). [f. L.type dispen- 
sdrium , dispensaries (liber) : cf. med.L. dispen- 
saries (1290 in Fleta = dispensator Dispenser), 
and F. dispensaire ‘ a Dispensatorie, or Booke, that 
teacheth how to make all Phisicall compositions’ 
(Cotgr. 1611) ; f. dispens - ppl. stem of L. dispend - 
ere to dispense : see -ary.] 

I. A place, room, or shop, in which medicines 
are dispensed ; an apothecary’s shop. spec. A 
charitable institution, where medicines are dis- 
pensed and medical advice given gratis, or for a 
small charge (charitable or public dispensary). 

1699 Garth Dispens. Pref. (R.i, The dispensary being an 
apartment in the college, set up for the relief of the sick 
poor. 1702 {title), The necessity and usefulness of the 
Dispensaries lately set up by the College of Physicians in 
London, for the use of the sick poor. 1789 Mrs. P10221 
Journ. France I. 199 [Venice treacle] can never be got 
genuine except here, at the original Dispensary. 1:806 Su hr 
Winter in Land. I. 58 In the discharge of his duty as 
physician to a dispensary. 1869 Lecky Europ. Mor. II. 
iv. 86 A Merchant . . founded . . a gratuitous dispensary 
for the monks. 1874 C. Geikie Life in Woods xvii. 291 
He gave me some stuff from a dispensary. 

f 2 . transf. A collection oi the drugs or prepara- 
tions mentioned in the pharmacopoeia or to be 
found in an apothecary’s shop. Obs. 

1710 Steele Tatter No. 248 r 3 Natural Gaiety and Spirit 
. .surpass all the false. Ornaments .. that can he put on by 
applying the whole Dispensary of a Toilet. 1768-74 Tucker 
Lt. Nat. (1852) I. 676 Nor yet does it suffice that we have 
a complete dispensary of remedies without knowing how to 
apply them. 

f 3 . A book containing formulae and directions 
for the making up of medicines ; a pharmacopoeia; 
® Dispensatory sb. 1 . Obs. ox arch. 

1721 Bailey, Dispensary , a Treatise of Medicines. . 1725 
Bradley Earn. Diet. s.v. Syrup , You have.. a Description 
. . of it in all Dispensaries. 

Brspensate, V. rare. [f. L. dispensed-, ppl. 
stem ol dispensdt e ; cf. co?npensate.} — Dispense. 

1701 Beverley Glory of Grace 5 That all is so Dispensated, 
and Oeconomi2ed in, from, and by the Beloved. 1822 W, 
Irving Braceb. //<*// (1845) 144 Conceptions of widely dis- 
pensated happiness. 

Dispensation, (dispense -Jan). Also 4-6 dys- ; 
-acioun. [a. F. dispensation (12th c. in Hatz.- 
Darm.), or ad. L. dispensdtidn-em distribution of 
money or property, management, stewardship, 
regulation, economy, from dispensare to Dispense.] 
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I. The action of dealing out or distributing. 

1. The action of dispensing or dealing out ; distri- 
bution or administration to others; expenditure, 
spending, or disbursement (of money) ; economical 
use or disposal (of anything). 

1387 Trevisa Bigden (Rolls) III. 469 (Matz.) Everych i 
schulde make good for his owne partie, and 3eve us special 
helpe and subsidie by his owne dispensacioun. J649 SELDEN ; 
Laws of Eng. 1. ii. (1739) 2 The dispensation of this grace 
unto all men. 1695 Woodward Nat. Hist. Earth 1. (1723) 

52 A Dispensation of Water promiscuously and indiffer- j 
ently to all Parts of the Earth, a 1704 T. Brown Praise \ 
Wealth Wks. 1730 I. 86 Blind in the dispensation of all our 
favours. 1841 D’Israeli Amen. Lit. (1867) 6x8 # Elizabeth, 
a queen well known for her penurious dispensations. 2862 
Tulloch Eng. Purit. i. 26 Changes in the dispensation of 
the Lord’s Supper. 1878 Lecky Eng. in 18 th C, II. viiL 
439 The dispensation of bribes, places, and pensions. 

1 2. Anat . The distribution of blood, the nerves, 
etc., from some centre. Obs. 

2668 Culpepper & Cole Barthol. Anat. 1. i. 301 But the 
Principle of Dispensation from whence the Veins arise, is 
the Liver, and not the Heart. Ibid. m. i. 322 The Begin- 
ning of the dispensation of Nerves, or the part whence the 
Nerves immediately arise, is the Medulla oblongata. _ 2759 
tr. DuhameLs Husb. 11. ii. (1762) 182 This dispensation of 
the nutritive juices. 

3. The process of dispensing medicines or medical 
prescriptions ; * the making up of medicines in ac- 
cordance with prescription, and the delivery of them 
to the patient’ (Syd. Soe. Lex. 2883 ). 

1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. v. iii. 237 In the due dis. 
pensation of medicines desumed from this animall. 2779-82 
Johnson L. P., Garth , The Physicians procured some 
apothecaries to undertake the dispensation. 

II. The action of administering, ordering, or 
managing; the system by which things are ad- 
ministered. 

[This group of senses originates in the L. use of dispen- 
satio to render Gr. oIkovovlLo. in N. T. and patristic writers. 
The latter is used in 2 Cor. ix. 27, Eph. iii. 2, Col. i. 25 
for the ‘office of an administrator* (see sense 4 below) ; but in 
Eph. i. 20, iii. 9, for ‘a method or system of administration * 
(specifically that which involved the Incarnation). From 
this latter arose various theological uses : u) Tertullian 
(Adv. Praxean ii, iii, iv.) uses dispensatio = oinovoixia to 
denote the Trinity as an administrative arrangement, i. e. 
a system of distribution and apportionment of functions 
designed by the Father for administrative purposes. This 
is known as an (economical as distinguished from an essen- 
tial Trinity: in the latter the personal distinctions are 
regarded as matters of nature and necessity, in the former 
of will. (See the distinction between Dispensative, Dis- 
pensatory, and essential .) (2) It was applied to the 
Incarnation ( dispensatio assumpti corporis , d. susceptae 
carnis , or simply dispensatio ) as the basis or organ of the 
redemptive system under which mankind now live (August. 
Serm. 264 § 5). J31 The evangelical system is termed dis- 
pensatio gratia? in opposition to the Law or system of works 
(August. Ep. 82 § 20), while the method of salvation by 
means of the Incarnation is dispensatio salutis nostrae 
(August. Serm . 237 § 1). Hence, in the Latin version of 
Irenaeus, Christ is called dispensator paternae gratiae (iv. 
20. 7). (4) Dispensatio was applied to the divine purpose 
or decree which established the system, and determined its 
mode of action /Tertull. Adv. Marc. vi. 18, Hilar. Piet. De 
Trin. ix. 66, xi. 13) ; also, by Hilary, to the Passion, as the 
supreme mystery of Redemption.] 

4. The orderly administration of things com- 
mitted to one’s charge ; the function or office of 
administrator or steward ; stewardship, arch . 

2382 Wyclif x Cor. ix. 17 Forsoth if I willinge do this 
thing, I haue mede ; sothly if ajens my wil, dispensacioun 
is bitake to me. 2482 Monk of Evesham (Arb.) 98 They 
shuldegeue acorn tys of her dispensacyon that haue resceyued 
benefytys and ryches of the chyrche. 2548 Latimer 
Ploughers (Arb.) 34, I haue taken at my fathers hande the 
dispensation of redemynge mankynde. 1647 Bury Wills 
(Camden) 197 According to the will of him whose steward 
1 am, and to whom I must give an accompt of the dispen- 
sacion of that which he hath committed vnto me. 2691 
Norris Pract. Disc. 36 A Wise Dispensation of the Fading 
and Unrighteous Mammon, i860 Trench Serm. Westm. 
Abb. xxxii.366 A man. .may forget or abuse his stewardship 
in the dispensation of one talent as effectually as in the 
dispensation of ten. 

5. Ordering, management; esp. the divine ad- 
ministration or conduct of the world ; the ordering 
or arrangement of events by divine providence. 

c 2374 Chaucer Boeth. iv. pr. vi. 108 (Camb. MS.) Thanne 
the wyse dispensacioun of god sparith hym. 1382 Wyclif 
Col. i. 25, I poul am made mynystre bi dispensacioun of 
god. 2398 Trevisa Barth . De P. R. (1495) vi. xviii. 204 
The dyspensacion of goddis word settyth some men to fore 
other. 25x3 Bradshaw Si. Werburge 1. 3463 Whiche danes 
by sufferaunce and dispensacion Of almyghty god for synne 
and iniquite Punysshed vnpiteously all this region. 2526 
Pilgr. Perf. (W. de W, 2531) 27 Bothe body and soule, 
with the hole dispensacion and ordrynge of our lyfe & wyll, 
2643-7 Westm. Confess. Faith viii. § 8 < 1877) Overcoming all 
their enemies by bis almighty power and wisdom, in such 
manner and ways as are most consonant to his wonderful 
and unsearchable dispensation. 1665 Sir T. Herbert 
Trav. (1677) 260 Albeit in his dispensation .. his strokes are 
. . with an equal hand afflicting the innocent with the 
nocent. 2672 Milton Samson 61, I must not quarrel with 
the will Of highest dispensation. 

b. An arrangement or provision of Providence 
or of Nature. 

1665 Hooke Microgr. 177 So infinitely wise and provident 
do we find all the Dispensations in Nature. 2754 Sher- 
lock . Disc. i. (1759) I. 39 The Gospel is a Dispensation of 
Providence in regard to Mankind. 2816 Keatinge Trav. 
(1817) I. x8 With the immutable decree that man should 
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labour, comes the benevolent dispensation that he need not 
want. 2862 Mill Utilit. v. 76 Attached to it by a special 
dispensation of nature. 

e. A special dealing of Providence with a com- 
munity, family, or person, dispensing blessing, 
affliction, or other event; the event or lot thus 
dealt out ; as a mysterious or merciful dispensation „ 
<22652 Rogers (J/), Neither are God’s methods or inten- 
tions different in his dispensations to each private man. 
2704 Nelson Fest. y Fasts ii. (2730) 29 The Dispensa- 
tions of God’s Providence towards Men ... are very pro- 
miscuous. 2823 Scott Peveril xxix, A humbling dispensa- 
tion on the house of Peveril. 1837 Dickens Pickw. ii, 
Mysterious dispensations^ of Providence. 2848 Ruskin 
Mod. Paint. II. iii. 1. xiv. § 10. xix Different dispensa- 
tions of trial and of trust, of sorrow and support. 1895 
Crockett Glistering Beaches in Bogmyrfle 154 In the 
north ... everything is either a judgement or a dispensation, 
according to whether it happens to your neighbour or 
yourself. 

6. Theol. A religious order or system, conceived 
as divinely instituted, or as a stage in a progressive 
revelation, expressly adapted to the needs of a par- 
ticular nation or period of time, as th % patriarchal. 
Mosaic (or Jewish) dispensation , the Christian 
dispensation ; also, the age or period during which 
such system has prevailed ; » Economy 5 b. 

An extension of the patristic use of the word as applied 
to the evangelical system, based on the Incarnation (see note 
under II above) ; the patriarchal and Mosaic ‘ dispensations* 
being conceived as prophetic of the Christian, all being one 
in substance though differing in form. This use became 
common in the theology of the 17th c. 

1643-7 Westm. Confess. Faith vii. § 6 (1877) There are not 
therefore two covenants of grace, differing in substance, but 
one and the same under various dispensations, a 265a 
J. Smith Set. Disc . Div. 297 The Jewish notion is this, that 
the law delivered to them on Mount Sinai was a sufficient 
dispensation from God.^ 2675 W. Cave (title), Anticjuitates 
Apostolicse . . to which is added An Introductory Discourse 
concerning the three Great Dispensations of the Church, 
Patriarchal, Mosaical, and Evangelical. 2706 Phillips (ed. 
Kersey) s.v., In Divinity, God's high Dispensation , is the 
giving of the Levitical Law to the Jews, the Gospel to the 
Gentiles, the Sending his Son for the Redemption of Man- 
kind. 1732 Berkeley Serm. to Soc, Prop. Gospel Wks. III. 
246 The Christian dispensation is a dispensation of grace 
and favour. 277a Priestley Inst. Relig. (1782) II. 124 
Christianity is the last dispensation. 2838 Gladstone 
State in Rel. Ch. vii. (LA, [They] declared .. that the 
preaching of the Reformers was a kind of renewed com- 
mencement of the gospel dispensation. 2877 W. Bruce 
Comm. Rev. v, As the Israelitish dispensation was abolished 
by the First Coming of Christ, the Christian dispensation is 
abolished by His Second Coming. 

t 7. The ordering or arrangement of anything 
in a particular way ; concr . An arrangement, a 
system. Obs. 

2633 Bp. Hall Hard Texts , N. T. 135 By my owne volun- 
tary dispensation, 1662 H. More Philos Writ. Pref. Gen. 10, 
I never found my mind low or abject enough to sink into 
sense or conceit of that Dispensation [superstition], experi- 
mentally to find what is at the bottom thereof. 2668 — Div . 
Dial. iv. iv. (17x3) 295 He that lives in this dispensation of 
life. 2692 Norris Pract. Disc. 292 The great uses and ad- 
vantages of such a Heavenly dispensation of Life. 

III. The action of dispensing with some require- 
ment; med.L .dispensatio. (See Dispense II.) 

S. Eccl. An arrangement made by the administra- 
tor of the laws or canons of the church, granting, in 
special circumstances or in a particular case, a re- 
laxation of the penalty incurred by a breach of the 
law, or exempting from the obligation to comply 
with its requirements, or from some sacred obliga- 
tion, as an oath, etc. ; the granting of licence by a 
pope, archbishop, or bishop, to a person, to do what 
is forbidden, or omit what is enjoined, by ecclesi- 
astical law or by any solemn obligation ; the licence 
so given. 

c 1380 Antecrist in Todd 3 Treat. Wyclif 139 pel sellen it 
for mony, al j?at J>ei maye ; as pardons* inaulgencis, & oj?re 
dispensaciouns. 2382 Wyclif Set. Wks. III. 162 Dispen- 
sacioun wij? )>is lawewinnes miche money. Ibid. 512 Monks 
and chanouns forsaken }?e reules of Benet and Austyn, and 
taken wijxmten eny dispensacioun be reule of freres. <72386 
Chaucer Clerk's T. 690 That hejiath leue his firste wyf to 
lete As by the popes dispensacion. 2480 Caxton Chron. 
Eng. ccxxx. 243 Sir Iohan . . wedded dame blaunche duk 
henryes doughter of lancastre cosyn to the same Iohan by 
dispensacion of the £ope. c 2555 Harpsfield Divorce Hen. 
VIII (1878) 129 A dispensation is but a gracious releasing 
to some certain person or persons of the common written 
law. 2588 Shaks. L. L. L. 11. i. 87 Then seeke a dispensa- 
tion for his oath. 2655 Fuller Ch. Hist. ix. iii. § 30 Richard 
Cheyney, Bishop of Bristol, holding Glocester therewith in 
dispensation. 1696 tr, Du Mont's Voy. Levant 37 The 
Profits accruing from the Dispensation of eating Eggs, Milk, 
Flesh, etc. 2769 Blackstone Comm. IV. 114 To sue to 
Rome for any licence or dispensation, or to obey any pro- 
cess from thence, are made liable to the pains of praemunire. 
2856 Froude Hist. Eng. I. 143 The original bull of dispen- 
sation which bad been granted by J ulius II for the marriage 
of Henry and Catherine. 2873 Dixon Two Queens 1. 1. viii. 
56 A dispensation would he needed ; but a dispensation could 
be got from Rome, 
b. transf. and fig. 

2664 Butler Hud. n. ii. 103 That Saints may claim a Dis- 
pensation To swear and forswear on occasion. 2673 Dryden 
Assignation v. iv, ’Tis a crime past dispensation. ^ 268a 
j Eng. Elect . Sheriffs 11 As if they had a dispensation to 
speak what they please. 2726 Adv . Caft. R. Boyle 44 He 
had a Dispensation from the Mufty to drink Wine. 
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&. Lam. The relaxation or suspenslojvof a law of 
the realm in a particular case ; the exercise of the 
dispensatory power claimed by Charles XI and 
James II. 

1607 Topsell Hist. Four-/. Beasts (1658)452 The first that 
gave dispensation against those laws was Cneius Auiidius. 
1667 Pepys Diary 9 Jan., A way of preventing the King’s 
dispensation with Acts. x686 Luttrell Brief Ret. (1857) 

I. 382 Ten [judges! were clear of opinion that the dispensa- 
tion in the case in question was good, 1689-92 Locke 
Toleration i. Wks. 1727 II. 256 The private Judgment of 
any Person concerning a Law enacted . . for the publick 
Good, does not take away the Obligation of that Law, nor 
deserve a Dispensation. 1730-6 Bailey (folio), Dispensation 
by non obstante. If any statute tends to restrain some Pre- 
rogative incident to the person of the King, as to the right 
of pardoning, etc., which are inseparable from the King, by 
a clause of non obstante, he may dispense with it ; this was 
disannulled by Stat 1. W, & M. ax 832 Mackintosh Rev. 
of 1688 Wks. 1846 II. 194 The King answered . . that the 
royal power of dispensation had been solemnly determined 
to be a sufficient warrant for such acts. 1863 H. Cox Instit. 
I, v. 24 It was declared that .. no dispensation with any 
statute should be valid unless such statute allows it. 

b. Clause of dispensation (Sc. Law) : see quot. 
x86x W. BellD/c/. Law Scot,, Where heritable subjects lay 
locally discontiguous, .a clause of dispensation was some- 
times inserted, specifying a particular place at which it 
should be sufficient to take infeftment for the whole lands, 
and other subjects, however discontiguous or dissimilar, and 
dispensing with any other subjects than earth and stone. 
The Crown alone could competently grant such a dispen- 
sation. ■ 

10. transf. Exemption, release from any obliga- 
tion, fate, etc. ; remission, arch, or 05s. 

1653, H. Cogan fcr. Pinto's Trav. Ixviii. 275 The richest 
..resolved to get a dispensation from this voyage by the 
means of a great sum of money. 1676 Hale Contempt. 1. 
96 After this third application for a deliverance from this 
terrible Cup of the wrath of God, and yet no dispensation 
obtained, he returns to.. the three Disciples. <21711 Ken 
Serm. Wks. (1838) 161 Daniel never made business a dispen- 
sation from God’s service. 175a Johnson Rambler No. 200 
l* 5 Our intimacy was regarded by me as a dispensation 
from ceremonial visits. 3:771 tr. Viands Shipwreck 3:32 
The present circumstances . . appeared to be a sufficient 
dispensation from attending . . to any other consideration. 

II. The action of dispensing with anything; a 
setting aside, disregarding ; a doing away with, 
doing without [Cf. sense 8, quot. 1382.] 

1593 Shaks. Lucr. 248 And [he] with good thoughts makes 
dispensation Urging the worser sense for vantage still. 
16x2-15 Bp. Hall Contempt 1 , 0 . T. xiv. i. Those temptations 
* . which are raised from arbitrary and private respects, 
admit of an easie dispensation. 1848 Sir J. Parke in Ex- 
chequer Rep. II. 723 Going to the counting-house during 
business hours, and finding no one there to receive the 
notice was equivalent to dispensation of notice. 1855 Milman 
Lat. Ckr. (1864) V. ix. vii. 359 The dispensation with appeal 
in certain cases only confirmed [it] in all others. 

Bispensa'tional, a. [f. prec. + -al.] Of or 
pertaining to dispensation, or to a dispensation. 

3874 H. R. Reynold® John Ba.pt. v. iii. 351 He had certain 
national and dispensational offices to fill, 1876 Spectator 
25 Nov. 1478/r The Day of Pentecost, when the dispensa- 
tional gifts of the Spirit were bestowed. 1888 Bibliotheca 
Sacra Apr. 237 Not a few. .have believed that the limits of 
certain dispensational periods were revealed in Scripture, 

Dispensative, a. ( sh ) [ad. L. dispensd- 
tiv-us, f. dispcnsd-re to Dispense : see -atiye. Cf. 
F. dispensed! f -ive (14th c. in Littre).] 

+ 1; Administrative, official ; pertaining to the 
office of an administrator or steward. Ohs. 

1528 Roy Rede ;«* (Arh.) 58 Though he have here soche 
prerogative, In all poyntes that bedispensative, To performe 
it by commyssion. 1633 Ames Agst. Cerent, n. 307 N ot 
only in the name of the wholle societie, which in sache 
cases hath some dispensative superioritie over particular 
members, but allso by Commission from God. 1637 R. 
Humphrey tr. St. Ambrose 1. 21 People are drawne away 
from the office of dispensative mercy. 1656 Jeanes Fain. 
Christ 34 There agreeth unto Christ a twofold power of 
Authority, essential, and official. 1. Essential or natural, 
which belongs unto him as God ,, 2. Official, dispensative, 
or donative, delegated unto him as Mediatour, and head of 
his Church. 

2. Dispensing, giving dispensation ; « Dispen- 
satory a. 2. 

x6ax Hakewill Davids Vow vii. 270 Onely the dis- 
pensattve power of the Lawgiver himself can possibly make 
it lawfull. *687 Pol. Ballads (r86o) I. 256 Knaves [that] 
would set up a Dispensative power, To pull down the Test 
unto which we have swore, 2738 Neal Hist. Pr/rit. IV. 23d 
Dr. Barwick . . proposed^ that his Majesty ^ should ■ grant 
his commission to the Bishops of each province . . to elect 
and consecrate fit persons for the vacant sees, with such 
dispensative clauses as should be found necessary. 

Bispe’usatively, adv, [f. prec. +-ly 2.] in 
a dispensative way ; by dispensation. 

1572 Forrest Theopkilus 542 in AngllaV II, Some save It 
was doone dispensatively.. a 1639 W qtton ini? eliq. 32 8 (R. ), 

I can now hold my place canonically, which I held before 
hut dispensatively. • 1646 Saltmarsh Smoke in Ternpte 62 
Is not their wholepower defended to be entirely, essentially, 
dispensatively in the Presbytery, a 1656 Bp. Hall Serm . 
Canticles r>x. (R.),' The state [is] absolutely monarchical in 
Christ, dispensatively monarchical in respect of particular 
churches ; forasmuch as that power, which. L inherent in the 
Church, is dispensed, and executed by some prime ministers. 
Bi‘Speasa4;or. Now rare. Also 4 -owr, 4-6 
-our, 0 -er, Sc. -ur©: [a. AF. dhpensatour = OF. 
dispensateur, -tur (i 2 thc. in Littre), ad. L. dispen- 
sed dr em } agent T n.. from , dispmsare , to Dispense. 
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Orig. stressed on final, which would have given mod. 
Eng. dispe'nsator; but conformation to L. gave 
dispensatory exemplified in 17th c. and in Johnson, 
Walker*, Craig 1847 ; Smart 1S49 has di'spensador.] 
One who dispenses; a dispenser; a distributor. 
3:489 Caxton Faytes of A. 1. xiii.35 Gode hede wold be 
taken that the dyspensatoursand vitaillers of theoost be not 
theuys. 3491 — Vitas Pair. (W. de W. 1495) n. 253 b/2 
As a gode & trewe dyspensatour & dystryhutour to the 
poore people of the goodes of thy fader. 1549 Compl. Scot, 
xix. 158 God hesordand the to be ane dispensatour of his 
gyftis amang the ignorant pepil. 1582 Hester Secr. Phiorav. 

I. xlviii. 59 The Liuer beeyng dispensator bothe of the good 
and bad qualities of the humors. 2654 tr. Scndery's Curia 
Pot. 180 The ancient Romans (who were such equal ais- 
pensators of Glory), a 1859 L. Hunt Shews Faire seeming 
v. Wks. (i860)' 178 Much the stage he lov’d, and wise theatre, 
Counting it as a church, in which the page Of vertuous 
verse found the sole dispensator. 

+ b. A steward who administers the goods, etc. of 
another. Obs. 

1382 Wyclif Gen. xliii. 16 He comaundide to the dispen- 
satowr [1388 dispendere) of his hows, seiynge, Lede yn the 
men hoom. c 1449 Pecock Repr, nr. xix. 400 The richessis 
of chirchis hen patrimonies of poor men. .the mynystris. . 
ben dispensatouris ther of. 1553 Becon R cliques of Rome 
(1563) 155 The chamberlaynes and dispensatoures or stew- 
ardes of the mysteryes of God. 1621-52 Burton A nat. Mel. 
iii. iv. ii. iii, Out of that treasure of indulgences and merits 
of which the pope is dispensator, he may have free pardon 
and plenary remission of all his sins. 1656 Blount Glossogr., 
Dispensator , a Steward, or Officer that laies out money for 
an houshold. 1698 Norris Pract. Disc. IV. 341 They are 
but Stewards and Dispensatours in respect of God. [187S 
Freeman Norm. Conq. V. xxii. 25 Azov the ‘ dispensator * 
had received his land again from King William.] 

+ C. An almoner. Ohs. 

x6oo J. PoRYtr . Leo's Africa 11. 222 The kings dispensator 
or almoner. 

d. An administrator. 

c 1630 Drumm. of Hawth. Poems 31/i The sun in triumph 
rides . . Time’s dispensator, fair life-giving source. 1688 
Lady Russell Lett. II. Ixxix. 4 May the great Dis- 
pensator of all these wonderful events^ dispose our hearts 
and minds. 1802 Hatred III. 95 Providence, the supreme 
dispensator of even ts. 

Hence DLspensatoxsMp. 

1637 R. Humphrey St. Ambrose xr. 36 [He] that beareth 
rule in some office, as in the office of the ministery, all 
dispensatorship. 

BispensatO'rial, a. rare . [f. as Dispensatory 
a. + -al.] Administrative. 

1776 Bentham Fragm. Govt. iii. § 5 Wks. 1843 L *7 8 By 
dispensatorial power I mean as wel l that which is exercised by 
the Board of Treasury, as. .the War Office, Admiralty Board. 

Dispe*aisatorily, adv. [f. Dispensatory a. 
+ -LY*j By dispensation ; dispensatively. 

_ a 1641 Bp. R. Mount \cuActs <5* Mon. (164.2) 159 Prophecy 
is not all of one and the same assise, either originally.. or 
dispensatorily. a 1679 T. Goodwin Wks. 1 . 1. 439 (R.) He is 
the God of all grace dispensatorily, or by way of perform- 
ance and execution, and gracious dispensations of all sorts. 

Dispe'nsatory, sh. [ad, med. or mod.L. dis- 
pensdtormm , dispensatoHus (fiber) , absol. use of 
dispensatdrius adj. : see next and -ory.] 

1. A book in which are described the composi- 
tion, method of preparation, and use of medicinal 
substances ; a pharmacopoeia. 

1566 Securis Detection Abuses Pity sick D vj, Y° poticarie 
mought not be without the dispensatories of Valerius Cordus, 
of Fuchsias. 1696 tr. Da Mont's Voy. Levant Aviijb, 
Wherto is added a Chirurgical Dispensatory ; shewing the 
Manner how to prepare all such Medicines. 1799 Med, Jmt. 

II. 91 A cerate, which nearly resembles the unguentum 
tripharmacum of the old Dispensatory. 18x1 A. T. Thomson 
( itit), The London Dispensatory, a Practical Synopsis of 
Materia Medica, Pharmacy, and Therapeutics. 1879 
Stille & Marsch (title). The National Dispensatory. 

atirib. 1716 M, Davies Atken, Brit. n. 352 Of all our 
Dispensatory Medicines, there’s not one better. 

<2x626 Bp. Andrewes Serm. x. Holy Ghost (x66x) 462 In 
all Christ’s dispensatory, there is not a medicine for such 
a heart. 1667 Decay Chr. Piety vii. ? 1 [They] defame the 
Gospel as_ the dispensatory, and Christ as the physician, 
and likewise’ ruine themselves as the patients. 1697 Collier 
humor. Stage i. ( 1698) 5 One of the Fathers calls Poetry, 
Vinuni Dmnonum an intoxicating Draught, made up by 
the Devils Dispensatory. X74X Warburton Div. Legal. 
II. 44. 1773 Berridge Chr. World Unmasked '(1812) 27 To 
hear what my dispensatory says concerning will and prayer. 
f 2 . A place where medicines are made up; — 
Dispensary 1. Ohs. 

2597 Gerarde HerbaT xxxv, xxv. § r. 35 Apothecaries 
shop or dispensatorie. <2x626 Bacon New Alt. (1650) 29 
Dispensatories, or Shops of Medicines. 1644 Evelyn 
Diary 8 Nov., Father Kircher . . leading us into their re- 
fectory, dispensatory, laboratory, gardens, etc. 1673 Lady's 
Call. 1. § 3 p 14. 23 Not only opening their purses, but 
dispensatories too, providing medicines for such as . . want 
that sort of relief. 174 z Richardson Pamela I. 352 [He] 
praised me that I don’t carry my Charity to Extremes, 
and make his House a Dispensatory. 1799 tr. Diderot's 
Nat. Son II. 196 He had given me a key of the dispensatory, 
that I might myself take what I wanted. 

^ 3 * ff. A repertory or collection of medicines. 

1654 Triana in Fuller's Cause fy Cure (1867) 207 Sickness 
carrieth with it its own dispensatory for such incivilities^ 
1707 Curios, in Hush. <$• Card. 108 If but one half of them 
were true, we should find in this single Tree an intire Dis- 
pensatory ; and the Leaves, the Wood, and the Juice of 
Ash, would be, sufficient to furnish an Apothecary^ Shop. 
*74?. G. Jeffreys in Duncombds, Lett. (1773) 11 . 196 The 
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whole moral dispensatory affords no remedy so universal 
and efficacious. 

4. gen. A place whence anything is dispensed or 
dealt ouL 

2653 Consid. Dissolv. Crt. Chancery 5 The Magazine, 
store-house, and dispensatory of all Writts remedial. X752 
A. Murphy Gray' s. htn Jml. No. 17 This place is the grand 
Dispensatory of Life and Death. 

Bispensatory,-' Ct. [ad. L. dispensatdr-ius 
(Jerome), f. dispensator : see Dispensator and 

-ORY.] 

f 1. Of or pertaining to a dispensator, adminis- 
trator, or steward, or to administration ; — Dispen- 
sative 1 . Ohs. 

The 17th c. theologians contrasted dispensatory or dispen- 
sative power, which is exercised by virtue of office, with 
essential or inherent power. 

2635 Rainbow Serm. 8 (T.) The dispenser [is] the Son of 
Man : the author of the dispensatory power, God the Father. 
1649 Roberts Clavis Bibl. iii. 54 Christs^ Kingdome may 
be considered in divers respects, viz. As it is Essentiall. .As 
Oeconomical, Dispensatory or Mediatory. 1671 Flavel 
Fount. Lifex iii. 38 The Divinity of Christ, .which was ob- 
scured in this Temporary Dispensatory kingdom, a 1679 
T. Goodwin Wks. I. 1. 439 (R.) There is a dispensatory 
Kingdom (as Divines use to call It), as he [Christ] is con- 
sidered as Mediator between God and his church which 
Kingdom is not his natural due, but it was given him and 
given him by choice. 

2. That gives dispensations ; having the power or 
habit of dispensing with laws or rules. 

1647 Trapp Comm. fas. ii. 10 A dispensatory conscience 
keeps not any Commandment. 1650 — Comm. Gen. 
vii. 5, Bxod. x. 26. 1675 Brooks Gold. Key Wks. 1867 V. 36. 
Dispe’nsatress. [f. Dispensator + -ess.} == 
next. In recent Diets. 

Bispensa*trix. [a. L. dispensdtrix , fern, of 
dispensator Dispensator.] A lemale dispenser. 

a 1864 Faber tr. De Mbntf art's Devotion to Virgin , He 
has chosen her to be the dispensatrix of all He possesses, 
1865 Pusey Eiren. 258 De Montfort speaks of ‘the free- 
thinkers of these [his] times'; who did not believe that the 
Holy Trinity has made the Blessed Virgin the dispen- 
satrix of all which they possess and will to bestow upon man. 

t Dispense, sbf Obs. Forms; 4-5 ( 7 ) des- 
pens(e, 4-8 dispense, 4-7 dis-, 5 6 dyspence. 
[In I., a. OF. despense act of spending, ad. late Li 
dispensa, sb. from pa. pple. of dispendere to Dis- 
pend ; prob. blending with OF. despens -L. dis- 
pensum that which is expended. In II. prob. an 
Eng. deriv. of the vb. in the cognate sense.] 

I, 1. The act of spending, expenditure. 

C X320 Seuyn Sag. (W.) 330 Your travail and your despens. 
1340 Ayenb. 21 Huanne he dej> to moche despertse oj?er of 
his ojen o]>er of o]>re manne. C1386 Chaucer Ptol. 441 
He was but esy in dispenee. c 2400 Rom. Rose 1x41 Alle 
his purpos . . Was for to make gret dispense, a 1533 Ld. 
Berners Hum lxxxix. 283 Huon gaue hym. .money for his 
dyspence. 16x3 William / in Harl. Misc. (Mafh.) Ill, 
154 With great dispenee, both of their estates and blood. 
1664 Pepys Diary (1879) III. 41 [They] are not sufficient to 
supply our dispense if a warr comes, 
b. pi. Expenses, charges, costs. 
c 1380 Wyclif Serm. Sei. Wks. I. 20 Costlewe housis and 
greet dispenses. 1416 Comp. Subs, in R el. Ant. J. 232 The 
somme ... in elere, without colectours dispencis. _ c 1460 
Fortescue Abs. <5* Lint. Mon. v. (1885) 1 19 Thai most 
serue hym . , at thair owne dispenses. 17x8 Byrom Jml, 
4 Lit , Rem. (1854) 1 . 1. 36 With these and other dispenses 
.. I am just as I was before I drew upon you last. 

C. Means of meeting expenditure, money to spend 
or use ; means of support ; supplies. 

1382 Wyclif i Chron. xxii. 5 Beforn his death he made 
redy alle the dispensis. C X430 Hymns Virg. 63 WraVJ> e 
ha}> no Conscience, He makih ech man oJ?eris foo ; her- 
with he getij> his dispenee. a 1510 Douglas King Hart 
11. 443 Thai wantit thame dispenee, Ewill purvayit folk. 
1652 F. Kirkman Clerio <5- Lozia 123 Which might furnish 
me with so many amorous dispences as these . . beauties 
make by their so long sojourn at my heart. ^ 

2. The act of dispensing or bestowing liberally. 
1590 Spenser F. Q. n. xii. 42 Whatever . . Is sweete .. 

Was poured forth with plentiful! dispepce. 1596 — F. Q. 
v. xi. 45 Dealing his dreadfull blowes with large dispenee. 

3. A place where provisions are kept ; a store- 
room, pantry, or cellar; = Spence. [Fr. despence, 
a larder, storehouse, gardemanger (Cotgr.)] 

1622 Mabbe tr. Aleman's Guzman cCAlf 1. 237 He went 
to the Dispense for wine, lb hi. n. 348 In a little Dispense, 
or Pantrie. Ibid. n. 351. 

. II. 4 . .<* Dispensation 8 . , 

X490 Caxton Eneydos xii. 46 [Elysse] leuynge by dys- 
pense abstractyue her first vowes of chastyte promysed. 
2578 Gude <$• G. Ball., Huntis vp 153 That cruell beist, he 
neuer ceist . . Under dispens to get our penneis Our sauhs 
to deuoir. 1631 Heywood 2nd Ft. Fair Maid of W. v. 
Wks. 1874 II. 41 1 My honesty, faith, and religion, are all 
ingag'd ; there’s no dispenee for them. 1667 Milton P-X. 
hi. 492 Indulgences, Dispenses, Pardons, Bulls. 1777 W. 
Dalrymple Trav. Sp. Port, cxi, It is necessary for 
every knight who [marries] to get a dispense for his. vow. 

t Bispe'nse, sbf Ohs . [deriv. of 1^. depend- 
ere (see Depend v. 7 ) with dis- for de- (cf. De- I* 
6 ), perh. of AFr. origin Godef. has OF .deepens 
for depens, and the same change of prefix is found 
In. other OF. derivatives oi ddpettdre.’] A state ofun- 
' certainty ; .an undetermined condition ; Suspense.; 

156a in W. H. Turner Select. Rec, Oxford 294 Mr. Til; 
cocite .. shaft stand in dispenee for his submyssion for his 
offence untyll the (feast of Christmas. 1583 Rich Phylotut 
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f Emilia (1835) 23 If there be any thyng that hanges in 
ispence betweene vs. 1647-8 Cotterell Davila's Hist. 
Fr. (1678) 33 The absense of the Princes held the King 
and all his Ministers in great dispense. 

Dispense (dispe*ns), v. Also 4-6 des-, 5-6 
dys- ; 5-8 dispence. [ME. a. OF. de-, dispenser 
( 13 th c. in Hatz.-Darm.) = Pr., Sp. despensar, It. 
dispensare , ad. L. dispensare (freq. of dispendere 
to Dispend ; cC pensare to weigh out) ; in elass.L. 
to distribute by weight, to weigh out, disburse ; 
to administer as steward, to dispose, arrange; in 
med. L. to arrange or deal administratively with 
a person in reference to the requirements of an 
ecclesiastical canon or law.] 

I. from L. dispensare in classical senses. 

1. trans. To mete out, deal out, distribute; to 
bestow in portions or from a general stock. 

c 1374 Chaucer Boeth. v. pr. vi. 139 (Camb. MS.) Despens- 
ynge and ordeynynge Meedes to goode men, and torment 
to wykked men. c 1420 Pallad. on Husb. 1. 172 Abundaunt 
wyne the north wynde wol dispence To vynes sette agayne 
his influence. t$z6 Pilgr, Per/. (W. de W. 1531) 28 b, 
Some we must vse, dispence and expende, and truly dis- 
tribute. 3599 H. Buttes Dyets drie Dinner A a ij, I as- 
sume the Carvers offices and .. dispense to every of my 
Guests according to the Season, his Age and Constitution. 
1647 Clarendon Hist . Reb. 1. (1843} 20/2 He might dispense 
favours and disfavours according to his own election. 1667 
Milton P.D. iv. 157 Now gentle gales ... dispense Native 
perfumes. 1713 Leoni Palladio's Archit. (1742) II. 99 
Those Pipes which dispens’d the Heat. 1781 Cowper 
Convers. 1 Though Nature weigh our talents, and dispense 
To every man his modicum of sense. 1849 Macaulay Hist. 
Eng. II. 81 Several commissioners., had been appointed 
to dispense the public alms. 

f b. To spend (time, talents) : both in the sense 
of expending profitably and of wasting. 05s. 

01624 Chapman Batrachom, 13 Who with his wreake 
dispenst No point of Tyme. 1638 Rouse Heav. Univ. x. 
(1702} 147 As every man hath received the Gift so let him 
exercise and dispense ^ it. 1649 G. Daniel Trinarch 
Rich. II, cccxxviti, Affliction Is the best Mistresse to dis- 
pence our Time. 

2. To administer (e.g a sacrament, justice, etc.). 
1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. n. ii. (1495) 30 An angel 
dispensyth thynges that ben abowte vs. 1401 Pol. Poems 
(Rolls) I J. 46 The sacrament that we hau to dispensen off 
penaunce to the peple. 1588 A. King tr. Canisius ' Catech. 
65 It is nocht ye office of euerie man. . toconsecrat, dispens, 
and minister ye sacraments. 1616 R. C, Times' Whistle 
iv. 1517 You, which should true equity dispense, a 1656 
Bp. Hall Serm. Canticles ix. (R), That power ., is dis- 
pensed and executed by some prime ministers. 3678 Cud- 
worth Intel!. Syst. no Shall we say., that this whole 
Universe is dispensed ond ordered, by a mere Irrational . . 
and Fortuitous Principle ? 1894 Law T imes 387/2 Sir Richard 
Malins . . dispensed a home-brewed equity of his own. 
b. absol. 

c 1374 Chaucer Boeth. iv, pr. vi. 109 (Camb. MS.) In the 
which thing I trowe J>at god dispensith. a 1633 Austin 
Medit. 106 Lest hee should not dispense, and governe well. 

3. Med. To make up (medicine) according to a 
prescribed formula ; to put up (a prescription). 

1533 Elyot Cast. Helthe (1541) A iij, Some [physitions] 
were not diligent inough in heholdynge their drouges or 
ingredfemce at all tymes dispensed and tried. 1612 Woodall 
l Snrg. Mate Wks. (1653) 310, I dispence and administer all 
[drugs] by Haber-de-pois. 1768-74 Tucker Lt. Nat. (1852) 
I. 586, That .. the apothecary dispense his recipes properly. 
1780 Cowper Ptogr. Err . 594 Swallow the two grand nos- 
trums they dispense— That Scripture Lies, and blasphemy 
is sense. 1883 Syd. Sac. Lex., s. v. Dispensary, The place 
where medicines are prepared and given out, or dispensed. 

II. from med.L. dispensare in eccles. use. 

[In later med.L. (by 1200 or earlier) dispmsdre was used 
absol. or Intrans. ( - agere dispensaiorie or dispensative), in 
the sense ‘ to make an arrangement in the character of a 
steward (oixot'Ojucs), administrator, or manager, to deal ad- 
ministratively,' especially in reference to the practical appli- 
cation of a law or rule to a particular case ; first, apparently, 
in the way of relaxing a punishment or penance, which, 
according to strict law, had been already incurred, but in 
the particular case ought to be remitted for special reasons; 
thence, in the remission of a punishment not yet incurred, 
which amounted in fact to a licence to break the legal rule ; 
and thus, in the general sense of granting relaxation, ex- 
emption indulgence, etc. The chief constructions were 
dispensare in tali casu. circa jus, circa aliquem or aliquid, 
and esp ; cum aliquo (ui possit), etc. (to dispense in such 
a case, in reference to a certain law, or a certain person or 
matter, with a person that he may do something, etc.). (Prof 
F. W. Maitland, LL.D.) 

; These intrans. uses passed into English, esp. dispense 
with) which became a combined verbal phrase, with in- 
direct passive, to be dispensed with , and has had a wide 
development of sense : see branch III. By elision of the 
preposition or other processes, the verb has also become 
trails, in the sense ‘to grant dispensation to, for, or from.’ 
Transitive senses are found also in French from 15th c.] 

4. intr. To deal dispensatorily, to use dispen- 
satory power; to grant dispensation or relaxa- 
tion of the strict letter of the law in a special 
case ; to make a special arrangement {with any 
one) whereby the penalty of a law is remitted in 
his case. a. simply, or with in. (Orig. in refer- 
ence to ecclesiastical law; said also of a king’s 
dispensing power.) 

.'C1440 Promp. Parv. 122/2 Dyspenson, he auctoryte, 'of 
penawnce, dispetiso. * C1555 Harpsfield Divorce Hen. VIII 
(1878) 40 When he dispenseth he sheweth the case whereon 
he dispenseth to he contained under the meaning of the law. 
* 5 6 3 W1N3ET Fotir Scoir Thre Quest, lxxx. Wks. 1888 1 . 128 


Quhat power half ae to dispence mair in • the ane nor in the 
wthir? 1688 Sir E. Herbert Hales' Case 29 There is the 
same Disability in the Case of Sheriffs, and yet resolved 
that the King can Dispense in that Case. 28x0-16 C, O’Conor 
Columbanus ad Hibernos vii. 62 It asserted - . that the ; Pope 
could not dispense in the allegiance due by Catholics to 
their Sovereigns. 2833 R. H. Froude Rem. {1838) I. 307 
In case lie could not dispense . . at any rate the acts of one 
Council might be rescinded by another. 

f b. With clause, expressing purpose or end. Ohs. 
c i 555 Harpsfield Divorce Hen. VJII(i 8 j 2 ) 133 He cannot 
dispense that a man should keep a concubine, or that a 
king having a barren wife may marry again. 1639 Fuller 
Holy War iv. xxv. (1*647) 21a The Pope would not dispense j 
that Princes should bold pluralitie of temporall Dominions. 

e, with with. The earliest construction exem- 
plified (in Wyclif *\i 380 ), and also the most im- 
portant : see Dispense with.. Ill below. 

fd. with against. To relax a law or its 
penalty in opposition to (some authority) ; to give 
dispensation, indulgence, or permission, in oppo- 
sition to (some law). Ohs. 

c 1555 Harpsfield Divorce Hen.' VIII (1878) 133 Of set 
purpose spoken to intimate that the Pope cannot dispense 
against that chapter. Ibid. 146 He saith the Pope may dis- 
pense against the Apostles’ order, as in bigamie, yet not 
against God’s own law. 3561 Daus tr. Buliinger on Apoc. 
(1573) 185 b, Yea the same gloser . . sayth : The Pope if he 
will, may dispence agaynst the Councell. For he is more 
than the Councell. 

*f* 5. trans. To relax the law in reference to (some 
thing or person), a. To remit or permit (a thing 
which is forbidden by the strict letter of the law) ; 
to remit or relax the penalty for (an offence) ; to 
condone. 05s. 

2393 Gower Cotif. I. 363 His sinne was dispensed With 
golde, wherof it was compensed. c 2540 in Fisher's Wks. 
(E. E. T. S.) II. p. xlii, In this Bull the maryage with Prince 
Henrie was dispenced, for that the ladie was before maryed 
to his brother prince Arthur. 2366 Pasqnine in a Traunce 
108 The Pope, dispensing all things for money. 2392 
Troub. Raigne K. John (2612) 48 Our holy father hath 
dispenst his slnnes. 

+ b. To permit (a person) to do something 
contrary to the general law; to permit by dis- 
pensation. 05s. 

25x2-2 Act $ Hen. VIII , c. 1. Preamble, No person shuld 
carie . . out of this Realme . . Bullion . . but suehe persons as be 
desspensed within the Statute. 2605 Camden Rem. (1637) 
227 Hugh . . was dispensed by the Pope to marrie. 

t C. absol. To permit, allow, give dispensation. 
2646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. To Rdr. Alija, Would 
Truth dispense, we could be content with Plato, that know- 
ledge were but Remembrance. 

8 . trans. To dissolve, relax, or release by dis- 
pensation. fa. To relax or dissolve the obliga- 
tion of (a vow, oath, or the like) by ecclesiastical 
authority. Ohs. 

2332 More Confut. TindaleWks. 619/2 The church e bathe 
synce . . dispensed and vndone the bonde. 1632 Massinger 
City Madam v. iii, Thy holy vow dispensed. 2640 Brath- 
wait Two Lane. Lovers 235 Those vowes.. could not so 
easily be dispenced. 

b. To give (a person) dispensation from some- 
thing ; to release from (f of) an obligation ; to 
exempt, excuse. 

2627 Lisander <$• Cal, iv. 58 Beleeving that hee was dis- 
pensed of his promise. 1639 T. Brugis tr. Camus’ Moral 
Relat. 345^ [He] entreated his Highnes to dispense him 
from swearing that hee should no more love Goland, 2653 
H. Cogan tr. Pinto's Trav. xxxi. 222 The Subject I now 
treat of dispences me to speak of all. 2697 Dkyden Virg. 
Past. Pref. (1721) I. ox Extraordinary Genius's have a sort 
of Prerogative, which may dispense them from Laws, bind- 
ing to Subject-Wits. 2744 Johnson L. P., Savage Wks. 
III. 366 He appeared to think himself . . dispensed from all 
necessity of providing for himself, a 1822 Shelley Ess. §c. 
(1852) I. 226 This materialism .. allows its disciples to talk, 
and dispenses them from thinking. 2852 J. H. Newman 
Cath. Eng. 173 Who was to dispense them from their oath? 

absol. 2768 Woman of Honor II. 50 That dispenses from 
all panegiric. 

t7. To do without, to forgo ; ■» Dispense with : 
see 14 . Ohs. 

c 2420 Pallad. on Hush. vi. 235 As he as swyfte to be yit 
I dispence. 2580 Sidney Arcadia (1674) 222 (D.) Images 
of battels and fortifications being then delivered to their 
memory, which after, their stronger judgements might dis- 
pence. 2647 N, Bacon Disc. Govt. Eng, jl lix. (1739) 210 
His right of investiture of the Mitred Clergy he dispensed; 

+ 8 . intr. To make amends or compensation for. 
Ohs. rare. (Cf. 1393 in 5 a.) 

2390 Spenser F. Q. i. iii. 30 One loving howre For many 
yeares of sorrow can dispence. 

Ill, Dispense -with. 

[Orig. the chief construction of the intrans. sensed, 
= med.L. dispensare cum (see note under II); which has 
become a verbal combination, with indirect passive to be 
dispensed with, and extensive development of sense.] 
j * To dispense with a person. 

I f 9. To arrange administratively with (a person), 
so as to grant him relaxation or remission of 
penalty incurred by breach of law, or special ex- 
emption or release from a law or obligation; to 
let off from doing something; to exempt, excuse. 
reft. To excuse oneself, refrain or abstain frotn. 

c 1380 Wyclif Wks. (1880) 390 Her-to ben bounden 
And J?er may no man dispense with hem of J*at boonde. 
2460 Capgrave Ckron. 109 Whan his fader was ded, the 
Pope dispensed with, him [a monk] and made him wedde the 


doutir of Charles. 1494 %KmmChrm. vii. 299 To gether 
money ..lie had lycence of pope Innocent. . to dispence with 
such as hym lykyd .. for takynge vpon them the crosse. 
2549 Latimer 2nd Serm . bef. Edw. VJ (Arb.) 57 God had 
dispensed wyth theym to fcaue manye wyues. 2606 Hol- 
land Sueton. 204 He dispensed with a gentleman of Rome 
for his oath . . never to divorce his wife, and gave him leave 
to put her away. 2703 Addison Italy 251, I could not dis- 
pense with my self from making a little Voyage. ^2728 T. 
Sheridan Persists Ded. (1739) 6* I hope I -shall be dispensed 
with, for studying Easiness of Style, rather than Elegance. 
2775 in Mad. D'A rblay's Early Diary (1889) II. 52, I can- 
not dispense with myself from giving you .. my whole 
sentiments; - ^ 

f b. trasisf. To make an arrangement or com- 
pound with, for an offence, etc. Ohs. rare . 

1568 Grafton Ckron . IJ, 127 These Gualo reserved to his 
awne aucthoririe, and in the ende for great summes ot 
money [he] dispensed with them. 2593 Shaks. 2 Hen. VI, 
v. i. x8i Canst thou dispense with heauen for such an oath ? 
2659 B. Harris ParivaTs Iron Age 126 They [were] dis- 
pensed with for. a Garrison, and the Forfeit of an hundred 
and fifty thousand Rix-dollars. 

** To dispense zvilh a rule , obligation, require- 
ment, etc. 

10. To deal administratively with (a law or rule, 
ecclesiastical or civil) so as to relax or remit its 
penalty or obligation in a special case ; to give 
special exemption or relief from, 
c 1380 Wyclif Set. Wks. III. 5x1 pope may dispence 
wij> h e reule of ech privat secte or religioun. .but he may not 
dispense wib Cristis reule joven to apostlis. 1401 Pol. 
Poems (Rolls) II. 35 When ye praj’ed him to dispense with 
the hardnesse of your order, 1300-20 Dunbar Fengeit 
Freir 54 He had dispensit with matynuis clxannoun. 1538 
Starkey England 1. iv. 103 Thys ys a grete faute. .any one 
man to have such authoryte to dyspense wyth the commyn 
lawys. a 1626 Bacon Max. $ Uses Com. Law v, (1636) 26 
Necessity dispenseth with the direct letter of a statute law. 
2818 Cruise Digest (ed. 2) V. 12 Either House of Parlia- 
ment might dispense with their own orders, whenever they 
thought fit. 1827 Hallam Const. Hist. (1876) III. xiv, 61 
It was agreed .. that the king could not dispense with the 
common law. 1862 Ld. Brougham Brit . Const, xvi. 247 
The right of the King to dispense with penal statutes. 

11. To relax the obligation of (a vow, oath, pro- 
mise, or the like) ; to dissolve, in a special case, 
the binding force of (an oath, etc.). 

1530 Tin dale Pract. Prelates , Desiorcement H vij b, If 
this maryage be of God the pope can not dispence with it. 
2593 Nashe Christ's T. 15b, His humour was pacified, his 
oth was dispenst with, a 2618 Raleigh (J.), How few 
kingdoms are there, wherein, by dispensing with oaths, 
absolving subjects from allegiance . . the popes have not 
wrought innumerable mischiefs. 2692 Washington tr. Mil- 
ton's Def. Pop . iv, (185x1 126 There needs no Pope to dis- 
pense with the Peoples Oath. 2868 Fef.eman Norm. Cong. 
(1876) IJ. vH. 217 The king’s vow of pilgrimage was dis- 
pensed with. 1883 Froude in Contests p. Rev. XLIV. 13 
A safe-conduct had not saved Huss, and Popes could dis- 
pense with promises. 

f 12. To set aside the obligation, observance, or 
practice of (any duty, etc.) ; to disregard. Ohs. 

2559 Mirr.Mag., Wamvick vi, With his fayth he past not 
to dispence. 2598 Shaks. Merry W. n, i. 47 Hang the 
trifle (woman) take the honour : what is it ? dispence with 
trifles : what is it ? 2607 in Ellis Orig. Lett , Ser, 1. III. 85 
To resume that duty which I have so long dispensed with. 
2659 B. Harris ParhtaCs Iron Age 123 It seems that., men 
may dispense with their faith or word given, even upon meer 
doubts. 2748 Richardson Clarissa (x8n) VII. 310,1 never 
knew her dispense with her word, but once. 

13. To do away with (a requirement, need, or 
necessity) ; to render unnecessary or superfluous. 

2576 Fleming Panopl. Epist. 255 [A Translation] short 
also, and not tedious, which dispenseth with all maner of 
cares and businesse. 2623 Bacon Ess., Ambition (Arb.) 225 
The Vse of their Seruice dispenseth with the rest, *729 
Butler Serm. Wks. 1874 II. xxx Guilt or injury . . does not 
dispense with or supersede the duty of love and good-will, 
t 875 F : Hall in Lippiticott's Mag. XV. 341 /x Familiar 
facts dispense with all need to draw on the imagination, 
1892 Law Times XCIV. 104/1 The possession given on the 
marriage day. .dispensed with the necessity of a writing. 

14. To excuse or put up with the absence or want 
of (a thing or person) ; to forgo, do without. (The 
opposite of 16 .) 

2607 Shaks. Timon iii. Ii. 93 Men must learne now with 
pitty to dispence, 2643 Sir T. Browne Relig. Med. 1. § 3 
At the sight of a Crosse or Crucifix I can dispense with my 
hat, but scarse with the thought or memory of my Saviour. 
1742 Richardson Pamela III. 323 Won’t you, Sir, dispense 
with me, on this Occasion ? 2840 DrcKENS Barn. Iiudge 
xii. Let us dispense with compliments. 2836 F roude Hist. 
Eng. (1858) I. i. 68 No genius can dispense with experience. 
2874 Green Short Hist. ii. § 8. 105 Resources which enabled 
him to dispense with the military support of his tenants. 

*** To dispense with a breach of law, faulty 
offence, objectionable matter 3 etc. 

IS. To deal with (a breach of law) so as to 
condone it ; to grant a dispensation for (something 
illegal or irregular) ; to permit, allow, or condone 
by dispensation ; to excuse, pardon. Ohs. 

1540-34 Croke Ps. (Percy Soc.) 8 Vppon me then thou 
wolt take rathe, And with my faults clerely dispense. ■ 2548 
' Hall Ckron*, Hen. VIII fan. 1)2 The whiche manage was 
dispensed with by Pope July, at the request of her father. 
c 1555 Harpsfield Divorce Hen. VIII (1878) 134 In such 
kind of marriages with which it hath not been wont to be 
I dispensed, the children cannot prosper. 2603 Shaks. Meas. 

for M. in. i. 235 Nature dispenses with the deede so farre, 

| That it becomes a vertue. 2652 Life Father Sarpi (1676)45 
The Reader, will be pleased to dispense with this little 
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digression. 1716 Addison Freeholder No. 43 (Seager) His 
religion dispenses with the violation of the most sacred 
engagements, 

f 16 . To deal with, indulgently ; to manage with ; 
to do with, put up with. Obs. (The exact opposite 
of 14: see quot 1796.) 

1580 Sidney Arcadia, v. (1590)451, I would and could dis* 
pence with these difficulties. 1660 Wood Life (Oxf. Hist. 
Soc.) 1 . 366 Though they lately hated a square cap, yet now 
they could dispense with one. 1665 Sir T. Herbert Trav. 
(1677) 158 Yea, [they] can dispense with Hogs flesh and 
account it a dainty. 1703 Moxon Meek. Exerc.* 130 Some 
Trades require a deeper, others may dispence with a shal- 
lower Shop. 1755 Colman & Thornton in Connoisseur 
No. 91 p s My pantry is stored with more provisions than we 
can dispense with. 1796 Pegge Anonym. (1809) 460, I can 
dispense with it, i. e. X can do with it ; and, I can dispense 
with it, i. e. I can do without it. 

f Bispe'nseless, a. Obs . rare. [See -less.] 
Not subject to dispensation. 

1731 Cibber Perolla u, Dispenseless Oaths. 
Dispenser (dispemsai). Forms ; 3-7 despen- 
cer, 4-5 de spenser, 4-6 dispensour, 5-6 dys- 
penser, 6- dispenser. [ME. dispensour , a. AF. 
des-, dispensour** OF. despenseor, -eur L. dispen - 
sator-em , agent-n. from dispensare to dispense. 
This has fallen together with AF. & e ME. despencer , 
-ser, — OF. des- dispensier, « It. dispensiere , Sp. 
despensero , Pg, -iero — medX. dispensarius , f. 
late L. dispenses : see Dispense sb. and -ER 2 2.] 

1 . One who dispenses, deals out, bestows, or ad- 
ministers, 

1526 Pilgr. Pet f. (W. de W. 1531) 33 They may he founde 
the faythfull dyspensers of the sayd graces. 1593 in Edin. 
Rev. No, 323. 70 The most ordinary carriers and dispensers 
of the infection of the plague. 1653 Manton Exp. James 
v. 2-3 God gaue us wealth, not that we should be hoarders, 
but dispensers. 1774 Goldsm.^ Nat. Hist. (1776) I. 336 The 
air ..as a kind dispenser of light and warmth. ^ 1855 Ma- 
CA.ur.AY Hist. Eng. III. 554 A dispenser of bribes. 1868 
Freeman Norm. Conq . (1876) II. vii. 67 The dispensers of 
church patronage. 

2 . One who manages or administers, a. A 
steward of a household, arch. 


5 


[1297 R. Glouc. (1724) 559 Sir Hue be Despencer, noble 
justice.] <71380 Wyclif Serm. Sel, Wks. II, 229 Men axe 
pat a man be found trewe amongxs dispensours of an house. 
<7 2400 Maundev. (1839) xi. 123 Helueus. .]?at was soman & 
despenser of Abraham before j? at Ysaac was born. 1580 
Fulke Agst. A lien ii2(T.) Christ's embassadours, ministers, 
and dispensers. 1605 Camden Rem. (1637) 246 Turstane the 
kings steward, or Le Despencer, as they then called him. 
1626 L. Owen Rvnning Register 3 The vnder-Officers of 
the Colledge, as the Despencer, Cooke, Butler, Baker [etc.]. 
1867 Freeman Norm. Cong. (1876) I. vi. 512 Eadric his dis- 
penser. 1880 Muirhead Gains 1. § 122 Those slaves who 
had charge of their owner's money were called dispensers, 
b. An administrator of the law, of authority, etc. 
*654 State Case Commw. 24 Where law is dispensed there 
should . . be a ready passage to redress against the dispen- 
sers. 1825 Coleridge Aids Refi. (1848) I. tit The dis- 
poser of his particular decrees, 1875 Kinglake Crimea 
1877) V. i. 14 Never did he convince the dispensers of 
military authority. 1884 Law Times 1 Mar. 314/2 The 
stern majesty of the law of which he is the dispenser. 

One who makes up medical prescriptions and 
serves out medicines. 

1858 Simmonds Diet. Trade , Dispenser , one who dis- 
tributes or administers ; usually applied to medicines. x86i 
Wynter Soc. Bees 455 A dispenser who could not stop in 
the room with an unstoppered bottle of ipecachuana. 1885 
Pall Mall G. 31 Dec. 5 ft The old saying that ‘chemists 
and dispensers make eleven pence three farthings profit out 
of every shilling they earn’. 

4 . One who dispenses with, or gives a dispensa- 
tion to (a person or thing). 

1604 Cons tit. 4* Canons Eccles. §118 Such dalliers and 
dispensers with their own consciences and oaths. 

Hence Dispensership, the office of a dispenser 
(of medicine). 

1891 Lancet 3 Oct., Dispensership (out-door) wanted by 
young man. 

t Bispemsible, a. Obs . [repr. L. type *dis- 
pensibiUs , f. ppl. stem of dispender e: see Dispend.] 
= Dispensable i, 2. 

x66x Petit, for Feace 5 Things dispensible, and. .unneces- 
sary. x688 Sir E. Herbert Haled Case 22 If any Penal 
taws were, less Dispensible than others. 1689 W. Atwood 
Ld. Herbert's Acc. Examined 51 He makes all things not 
forbid by God’s Law to be dispensible by the King. 1766 
Amory Buncle (1770) IV. 19 Every rule is dispensible, and 
must give way when it defeats the end for which it was 
appointed. 

Hence + Dispe'nsibly adv. 

*7« Peace in Divinity 15 There is a keeping them [the 
Commandments] perfectly and indispensably, which is the 
Condition of the Law ; and a keeping them sincerely and 
dispensibly, with the Relaxation of that Severity, thro* 
Faith in Christ, which is the Condition of the Gospel 

Dispe*nsil, yar. of Depencil v. Obs. 

1631 Weever Anc. Fun. Mon. 123 Sentences of Scripture 
appointed to be painted or dispensild in euery Church. 

Dispensing, vbl. sb. [f. Dispense v. 4 -ingL] 
The action of the verb Dispense, in various senses : 
dealing out, distribution, bestowal; administra- 
tion, management; dispensation; the making up 
of medicine according to prescription. 

£1380 Wyclif Wks. (1880) 67 As 3if it were not lefultodo 
profit to mennus soulis wiJ>-out dispensynge of anticrist. 
*548 Udall, etc. Erasm . Par . Luke xvi. (R,),My Lorde. . 


taketh awai from me the power and office any longer to have 
the dispensing of his goodes. 160S Hieron Wks. I. 748/2 
The faithful! dispensing of Thy truth. 1643 Milton Divorce 
11. v. (1851) 75 It is a fond perswasion . . that dispensing is 
a favour. x688 Sir E. Herbert Hales' Case 20 Acknow- 
ledging this power of Dispensing to be in the King. 1724 
Swift Reasons agst. Exam. Drugs Wks. 1755 III. I. 126 
The power, .lodged in the censors of the college of physi- 
cians to restrain any of his majesty’s subjects from dispens- 
ing. 1727 Pope Th. on Var. Suoj. in Swift's Wks. (.1755) 
XI. I, 225 The choice of ladies .. in the dispensing of their 
favours. 2856 F, E. Paget Owlet Owlst. 106 Is not.. 
Sparrowgrass too liberal in her own dispensings? 

b. attrib . Dispensing power, the power of 
dispensing with or suspending the laws of church 
or state in special cases. 

1622 Ld. Williams in Fort esc. Papers* 166 This dispensing 
power were more fitly placed in his Highnes. 2731 Swift 
Presbyt. Plea Merit Wks. (1761) III. 275 The King . . en- 
couraged by his Presbyterian friends, went on with his 
dispensing power. 2856 Froude Hist. Eng. (1858) I. in 135 
The dispensing power of the popes was not formally limited. 
1874 Green Short Hist. ix. § 3. 622 His bill to vest a dis- 
pensing power in the Crown had been defeated. 

Dispensing, ppl. a. [f. as prec. 4- -ing 2 .] 
That dispenses : see the verb. 

2642 Rogers Naamait 554 The swarme of Pharisees and 
dispensing hypocrites. 2816 J. Scott Vis. Paris (ed. 5) 
268 That they should come down .. from the hands of a 
dispensing despotism. Mod. Take the recipe to a dis- 
pensing chemist. 

Hence Dispemsingly adv., in a dispensing 
manner; distributively. 

a 2642 Bp. Mountagu Acts 4* Mon. (1642) 117 God is rich 
in ail things towards man, and . . cannot but dispensingly 
under one word sometime imply diverse things. 

't Dispersion. Obs. [n. of action from Dis- 
pend : cf. OF. despension expense (Godef.).] 

X. Spending ; expenditure. 

2630 Lennard tr. Charron's Wisd. 1. xxi. § 1 (1670) 75 
Their dispensions themselves . .have a scent of Covetousness. 
2684 N. S. Crit. Eng. Edit. Bible xxv. 231 With what noyse, 
bustle, and dispension the diversities of Bibles came ac- 
companied into England. 

2. Suspension of a law ; dispensation. 

2483 Cron. Eng. (2510) Xvb/i lohn .. wedded dame 
Blaunche . . by dyspencyon of the pope. 2502 Arnolds 
Chroti. (1811) 82 To sue to y kynges grace for a dispencion 
of the acte of parlement late made to the contrarie. 

+ Dispersive, ct. Obs. [f. L. dispens - ppl. 
stem of dispender e (see Dispend) + -ive.j| 

1. Characterized by or given to dispensing, spend- 
ing, or distributing. 

2627-47 Feltham Resolves 1. liii. 167 To strow about the 
wealth and means, and to feed that dispensive humour. 
2677 Crowne Destr. Jems. m. i, Dram. Wks. 1873 II. 270 
This tempest comes from Heaven's dispensive hand. 

2. Subject to dispensation. 

1590 Marlowe 2 nd Pt. Tamburl. n. i, Tis superstition 
To stand so strictly on dispensive faith. 

3. -«Dispensative, Dispensatory. 

2828 Westm. Rev. IX. 7 In 2671 the king began to assume 
bis dispensive power. 

Bispent, pa. t. and pple. of Dispend. 
Dispeople (disprp’l),?/. [ad. OF. despeupler, 
mod.F. dlpeupler Hatzf.) ** Sp .despoblar, 

Pr, despovoar. It. dis-, dipopolare, Romanic forma- 
tion from des-, L. dis-, DlS- 4 4 populus people, 
parallel to L. depopuldre (used in medX. in same 
sense) : cf. Depopulate. In sense 3 f. Dis- 7 b 4 
People sb.] 

1. trans. To deprive wholly or partially of people 
or inhabitants ; « Depopulate 2. 

2490 Caxton Eneydos xviii. 69 My cytee shalle be dis- 
peopled. 2562 Phaer /Eneid vul X ij b, And voyde of 
tilmen wide dispeoplyng spoyle the shyres. 2649 Blithe 
Eng. Improv. Impr. xiii. (165 3 >03 Some cruell Lord, .could 
. .dispeople a whole parish, and send many soules^ a good- 
ing. 2709 tr. Baltus A nsw. Hist. Oracles 114 Cities [were 
seen) to dispeople themselves every Year — to obey these 
Impostors. 2835 Milman Lat. Chr. VI. 250 They thought 
it but compliance, with the Divine command to dispeople 
the land of the Philistines, the Edomites, and the Moabites. 

absol. 260a Warner Alb. Eng. Epit. (1612) 368 Without 
pittie pyllaging and dispeopling by sea and shore. 2859 
R. F. Burton Centr. Apr. in Jml. Geogr.Soc. XXIX. 352 
Their only ambition is to dispeople and destroy. 

b. transf. and fig. To deprive of animated in- 
habitants, tenants, or constituents. 

2632. Randolph Jealous Lovers 11. ii. Wks. (1875) 92 We 
will dispeople all the elements To please our palates. 1704 
Pope Windsor For. 47 And Kings. .Who claim’d the skies, 
dispeopled air and floods. 1777 Gamblers 8 The groaning 
wood dispeopled of its trees. 2890 Daily News 29 Sept. 4/8 
The whole [fish] breed is ruined, and the water dispeopled. 

+ 2. To exterminate (people). Obs. 

1596 J. Norden Progr. Pietie (1847) 97 To cut us off and 
to dispeople us. 1643 Oath Pacif. 10 Ireland hath seene 
more than two hundred thousand Families of Brittish 
Protestants dispeopled and massacred. 

f 3 . [Dis- 7 b.] To cast out or cut off from being 

a people. Obs. 

2633 P. Fletcher Purple Tsl. vi. vii, When no rebellious 
crimes That God-like nation yet dispeopled. 1643 BuR- 
roughes Exp. Hosea iv, (1652) 67 The people of God. .when 
they are dispeopled they are cast off from this their privi- 
lege. 1687 Reason of Toleration vj Traps and Snares to 
dis-People the Nation. 

Hence Dispeopled ppl. a., deprived of people 
or inhabitants, depopulated, uninhabited. 


2577 Frampton Joyfull Newes n. (1596) 41 Any desert or 
dispeopled countrie. x6ix Speed Hist. Gt. Brit. ix. via. 
(1632) 561 The King was left very dispeopled. 2740 C. 
Pitt Jtneid v. (R.), Endless crowds.. From all the wide 
dispeopled country round. 1844 Thirlwall Greece VIII. 
lxil 187 The dispeopled city was placed . . at the disposal 
of Argos. 

Bispeo'pXer. [f. prec. vb. + -ER k] One who 
or that which dispeoples ; a depopulator. 

1626 Breton Good <$• Badde 2 Hee is a Dispeopler of his 
Kingdome. 1721 Gay Rural Sports 1. (R.), Nor troll for 
pikes, dispeoples of the lake. 2767 W. L. Lewis Statius' 
7 'hebaid ix. 264 The stern Dispeopler of the Plains. 
Dispeopling, vbl. sb. [f, as prec. + -ingL] 
Depopulation ; extermination of people. . 

2329 Morev Suppl. Soulys Wks. 311/1 The dispepling of 
hys realme. 2688 Burnet Lett. cone. Italy 4 How such 
a dispeopling, and such a poverty could befall a Nation. 

Ii Dispe-ple, despe ple, V. Obs. rare. [a. 
AF. *despeuple-r, -puepler, OF. despeupleer, -pue- 
pleer , f. des-, Dis- 1 + OF. peupleer , puepleer, later 
peuplierto make public, publish, t.peuple people.] 
trans. To -publish, promulgate publicly. 

2297 R. Glouc, (2724) 517 (l. 10649) )?ere bis gode lawes hii 
despeplede al aboute. Ibid. 568 (21966) pere it was des- 
pepled, )?e edit y wisy j> at Was be ban of KenigwurJ>e. 
Bispepsy, obs. var. of Dyspepsy. 

Drsper, Winchester Coll, slang. Also dispar. 
A portion of food. 

2841 Howitt Visits Remark. Places (1882)201 The scholars 
[at Winchester] give the name of dispers to their breakfasts, 
suppers and lunchions. 2847-78 Haluwell, Dispar . . a 
commons or share. North . 2870 Mansfield Sch.-Life 

Winchester Coll. 84 ( Farmer s. v. Cat's Head) [The dinner] 
was divided into portions (Dispars); there were,, six of 
these to a shoulder, and eight to a leg of mutton ; 289* 
Wrench Winchester Word-bk ., Dispers are thus divided : 
—Fat flab, Fleshy, Cat’s head, Long disper. Middle cut, 
Rack, Cut. 

Disperance, -ate, etc. obs. ff. Desperance, etc. 
Disperele, obs. form of Disparkle. 
f Disperdrtion. Obs. [ad. L. disper dition-em 
n. of action from disperdere to destroy, spoil, ruin, 
f. Dis- 5 4 perdere to destroy. Cf. OF. desperdi- 
tion (mod. F. dip-), Sp. despcrdicion.] 

2623 Cockeram, Disperdition , an vndoing. 

t Dispe*rge, v. Obs. [ad. L. disperg-ere to 
scatter, disperse, f. di-, Di - 1 Dis- 1 + spargere 
to strew; cf. OF. disperger.] «= Disperse v. 

1530 Compcnd. Treat. (1863) 59 Tobye saithe, chap, xiii, 
that God disperged [ Tobit xiii. 4 Vnlg., Dispersit vos inter 
gentes. 2612 hath scattered], 2657 Tomlinson Renou's Disp. 
436 Bubbles and lumps which by touching are disperged. 

Bispergement, obs. form of Disparagement. 
f Bispe*rish, -peTsh, v. Obs. [ad. OF .dcs- 
perir, aesperiss -, ad. L. dispers e, f. Dis- 5 + pertre 
to perish.] intr. To perish utterly. 

2382 Wyclif Judith vi. 3 Al Irael with thee shal dis- 
pershen in perdicioun [2388 shal perische dyuerseli with 
thee in perdicioun]. — • Wisd, xvi. 29 The hope of the 
vnkinde as cold ijs shal flowen, and dispershen {Vulg. 
dispefiet] as watir ouer voide. — Lam. v. 18 For the 
mount of Sion, for it disperisht. 

Dispermatous (duispaumatss) , a. Bot. [f. 
Di - 2 twice + Gr. arrlpjxa(r- seed 4* -ous.] Having 
two seeds ; dispermous. 

2851-60 Mayne Expos. Lex. s. v. Dispermatus , Having 
two Seeds ; two-seeded : dispermatous. 

Dispeirmcms, a. Bot. [f. as prec.^ «prec. 
[1727 Bailey vol. II, Dispermos (with Botanists) is us'd 
of Plants, Which bear two seeds after each Flower.] 2760 
Jas. Lee / ntrod. Bot. n. xxxiii. 271 RkantnuSj with a dis- 
permous F ruit. 2829 Pantologia, Dispermous . . containing 
two seeds only, as in umbellate and stellate plants. 

t Dispe’m, v. Obs . rare. [ad. rare L. dispern- 
ere, f. Di - 1 «* Dis- 1 + spernere to remove, reject, 
spurn.] trans. To drive away, dispel. 

2500-20 Dunbar Poems lxxxv. 7 Our tern inferne for to 
dispern Helpe rialest rosyne. 

Disperple, var. form of Disparple v . Obs. 
Dispensable, CL. rare. [f. Disperse v. 4 
-able.] Capable of being dispersed. 

2827 Examiner 353/2 The Collective Wisdom would be 
dispersable (if we maty be allowed the coinage) by a very 
easy process. 

Dispersal (disposal), [f. Disperse v. 4- -al.] 
The action of dispersing ; * Dispersion. 

1822 Examiner 15/1 Dispersal of the Dublin meeting by 
military force. 1833 New Monthly* Mag. XXXVIII. 260 
The phantoms . . vanish, and we rejoice in their dispersal. 
2863 Bates Nat. Amazon i. (1864) 17 Of vast importance 
to the dispersal and consequent prosperity of the species. 
2895 C. Dixon in Fortn. Rev. Apr. 640 Next to the question 
of the Origin of Species, there is. .that of their Geographical 
Dispersal over the globe. 

t Dispense, ppl- a. Obs. Also 4-6 dispers. 
[a. OF. dispers, -pars (in Godef.), ad. L. dispers-us, 
pa. pple. : see next,] Dispersed, scattered about 
2393 Gower Conf. II. 177 Thus was dispers in sondry wise 
The misbeleve. Ibid. II. 185 They liven oute of goddes 
grace, Dispers in alle londes oute. 1502 Douglas Pal. 
Hon. 1. 346 In that desert dispers in sonder skatterit. 
Disperse (dispG'Js), v. Forms: 5 dy sparse, 
6 disparse, -pearse, 7 -pearce, -pierce, 6~ 
disperse, [a. F. disperse-r (15th c.), f. dispers , 
ad. L. dispers-us, pa. pple. of dispergire to scatter, 
f. Di- 1 , Dis- 1 4 sparggre to sprinkle, strew.] 
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X trans. To cause to separate in different direc- 
tions ; to throw or drive about in all directions, to 
scatter ; to rout. 

1450-1530 Myrr. our La dye 161 He bathe dysparsed the 
prowde in the wylle of thy harte . . An hooste that ys dys- 
parsed ys not myghty to fyghte, right so the prowde fendes 
are dysparsed by the passyon of oure lorde Iesu cryste. 
2503'4 Act J 9 .Hen. VII , c. 34. Preamb., They were ren- 
countered, vaynquesshed, dispersed. 1581 Mar beck Bk. of 
Botes 287 It must needes be Philip the Deacon, that was 
dispearsed with the rest, & came to Samaria. 1654 tr. 
Sendee's Curia Pol. 82 Such a Fire as cannot be extin- 
guisht, is better to be dispersed. Ibid. 102 The Victors are 
so tryumphant, and the subdued Enemies so afflicted and 
dispierced. 1758 A. Reid tr. Masquer's Client. I. 51 I he 
precipitate, .exposed to a certain degree of heat, is instantly 
dispersed into the air, with a most violent explosion. 1799 
Wordsworth Lucy Gray vii, tier feet disperse the powdery 
snow, That rises up like smoke. 1887 Spectator Apr. 532/1 
Reform meetings were dispersed by charges of Dragoons, 
b. intr. To be driven or fly asunder. 

1665 Hooke Microgr. 33 These [Rupert’s drops] dispersed 
every way so violently, that some of them pierced my skin. 
2 . trans. To send off or cause to go in different 
directions; to send to, or station apart at, various 
points. Esp. in pa. pple . : see Dispersed. 

1529 More Com/, agst. Trib.11 1. Wks. 2222/1 He taketh 
the whole people awai, disparsing them for slaues among 
many sundry countreys. 1591 Hon. Act. E. Glemham . , 
Dispearsing sundrye Sentronels, for watche, farre from the 
Campe, diuers wayes. 1614 Raleigh Hist. World 11. v. 

§ 9. 308 Those they, saved, and disperst [1634 dispierc’t) 
them among the children of Israel to serve them. 1698 
Fryer Acc, E . India <$• P. 125 Made me range for Game, 
and disperse my Servants for Provant. 1744 Harris Three 
Treat m. 1. (1765) 153 That a Portion of every thing may 
be dispersed throughout all. 1872 Yeats Techn. Hist. 
Comm. 55 They are now dispersed throughout the museums 
of Europe. 

h. reft. To spread in scattered order. 

1593 Shaks. 2 Hen. VI, v. i. 45 Souldiers, I thanke you 
all: disperse your selues. 1684 Contempt State of Man 1. 
x. (1699) xi6 Locusts . . shall disperse themselves over the 
Face of the whole Earth. 1796 Morse A mer. Geog. I. 281 
About twenty families .. dispersed themselves in various 
parts of Pennsylvania. 1886 A. Winchell Walks <V Talks 
Geol. Field 286 These primitive Mongoloids, .had dispersed 
themselves over America, 

e. intr. (for reft.') To separate, go different ways. 
a 1672 Wood Life (Oxf. Hist. Soc.) I. 385 Sir Thomas . . 
desired them to disperse, and not to accompany him. 1718 
Freethinker No. 68. T* 1 The gay Assemblies meet, and dis- 
perse, with the Parliament. 1856 Kane A ret. Expl. I. 
xvi. 190, I gave orders to abandon the sledge, and disperse 
in search of foot-marks. 1874 Micklethwaite Mod. Par. 
Churches 217 The congregation is dispersing. 1874 Green 
Short Hist . v. §4. 246 The mass of the insurgents dispersed 
quietly to their homes. 

+ 3 . trans. To separate into parts; to part, di- 
vide, dispart. Ohs. 

1548 Hall Citron Rich. Ill , (an. 3) 39 Thynkynge yt not 
.. beneficiall to disparse and devyde his greate armye into 
small branches. 1556 J. Heywood Spider § F. lx. 33 The 
flieing ant .. dispersth his nature, in two natures throwne 
. . A creper with spiders, and a flier with flise. 1600 J. Pory 
tr. Leo's Africa 1. 2 Europe is of a more . . manifolde shape, 
being in sundry places dispersed and restrained by the sea. 

4 . To distribute from a main source or centre. 
2555 Eden Decades 326 The veynes of bludde are dis- 
parsed in the bodies of lyuing beastes. 1594 T. B. La 
Primaud. Fr. Acad. it. 361 Conduites whereby the water 
is brought thither and dispersed in all places thereof, a 1626 
Bacon tJT.), In the gate vein which disperseth that blood. 

1664 Power Exp. Philos. 1. 5 Wings, .with black thick ribs 
©r fibers, dispers’d and branch’d through them. 

b. To distribute, put into circulation (books, 
coins, articles of commerce) ; to give currency to. 

*555 Eden Decades 51 Which is nowe printed and dis- 
persed throwghowte Christendome. Ibid. 176 The double 
ducades whiche yowre maiestie haue caused to bee coyned, 
and are disparsed throughowte the hole worlde. 1600 
J. Pory tr. Leo's Africa 1. 54 The cloth whereof is dis- 
persed along the coast of Africa. 1693 Col. Rec. Pennsyht. 
I. 386 Wee of the June doe find Charles Butler guiltie of 
dispersing bad naome. 1709 Strype Ann. Ref. I. xi. 136 A 
paper of questions that was . . privately dispersed. 2838-9 
Act 2-3 Viet. c. 12, § 2 in Oxf. fr Canib. Enactm . 177 [Any] 
paper or book . . meant to be published or dispersed. 

+ 5 . To make known abroad ; to publish. Ohs. 
1548 Hall Ckron ., Hen. V, (an. 3) 49 Your strength and 
vertue shalbe spred and dispersed through the whole world. 
2612 tr. Benvenuto's Passenger, To Rdr. Aiij, By their 
©wne diuulged and dispersed ignominie. 2624 B. Jonson 
Masques , Neptune's Triumph (Stage-direction at beg.), 
The poet entering on the stage, to disperse the argument, 
is called to by the Master-Cook. 

6, To spread abroad or about ; to diffuse, dis- 
seminate. 

2576 Fleming Panopl. Epist. 508 If happly other diseases 
disperse their infecting properties. 2641 Sir E. Nicholas 
in N. Papers (Camden) 37 The sicknes and small pox is 
very much dispersed m Westminster and London. 2725 
Desaguliers Fires ImPr. 4 To disperse the Heat so uni- 
formly. 1782 Burney Hist. Mus. (1789) II. i. 10 A practice 
. . thence dispersed into all parts of the Christian world. 
18x8 Jas. Mill Brit. India III. ii. 69 Complaints were now 
industriously raised and dispersed. 

+ b. reft. 

2592 Shaks. Rom. fr July. i. 61 Let me haue A dram of 
poyson . . As will disperse it selfe through all the veines. 

1665 Hooke Microgr. 16 Water put into wine ..or the 
like, does immediately . . disperse it self all over them. 

J* C. intr. (for reft.) To extend, be diffused. 

159X Sylvester Du Bartas 1. vii. 256 Th’ Almighties care 
doth diuersely disperse Ore all the parts of all this Vniuerse. 


7 . trans. To dissipate ; to remove, dispel, cause 
to disappear (vapours, humours, trouble, etc.), 

1563 W. Fulke Meteors (1640) 24 b, If the Exhalation 
[thunder] doe not at the first disperse it [the cloud], it 
maketh a . . fearefull rumbling. 2590 Spenser F. Q. l ix. 
48 All his manly powres it did disperse, As he were charmed 
with inchaunted rimes. 1590 Shaks. Com. Err, 1. i. 90 At 
length the sonne . . Disperst those vapours that offended vs. 
1726 Shelvocke Voy. round World (1757) 133 , 1 said all that 
I could, .to disperse the melancholy which was fixed in every 
countenance. X760-72 tr. Juan Ulloa's Voy. (ed. 3) I. 
342 When a tempest appeared brooding in the air, the 
tolling of the bell dispersed it. 2804 Aeernethy Surg. Ohs . 
61 [The tumour] increased, notwithstanding applications 
that were employed to disperse it. 
b. intr. To become dissipated. 

2591 Shaks. i Hen. VI, 1. ii. 235 Glory is like a Circle in 
the Water, Which neuer ceaseth to enlarge it selfe, Till 
by broad spreading, it disperse to naught. 18x6 Keatinge 
Trav. (1817) II. ico At length the thick cloud of dust dis- 
persed. 1887 Bowen Virg. Eclog. vm, 14 Hardly, .had the 
night s chill shadow dispersed. 

8. trans. Optics. Of a refractive medium : To open 
out or scatter (rays of light) : see Dispersion 4. 

[1627 Drayton Agincourt , etc. 197 In a burning Glasse. . 
that colour doth dispierce the light, and stands vn tainted.] 
1654 Whitlock Zootomia 220 The Rayes that dispersed 
will scarce warme, collected may burne. 1665 Hooke 
Microgr . 69 By reason of . . its Globular Figure, the Rays 
that pass through it will be dispers’d. 1812-16 J. Smith 
Panorama Sc. % Art I. 503 Concave lenses disperse the 
rays of light. 2868 Locicyer Elem. Astron. vi. § 36 (1879) 
21 1 Different media .. disperse or open out the light to 
a greater or less extent. 

Dispersed (disp 5 \ist, poet, -sed), ppl. a. [f. 
prec. + -ed !.] Scattered or spread about ; driven 
asunder ; diffused. 

2526 Pilgr. Perf. (W. de W. 1531) 167 The mynde y* is 
dispersed in the waueryng consideracion of many thynges 
at that time whan it sholde be specially occupyed about one 
thyng. 1535 Coverdale Isa. xi. 12 He shal . . gather to- 
gether T dispersed of Israel, a 1592 Greene Looking 
Glasse Wks. (Rtldg.) 142 Come, mournful dames, lay off 
your broider’d locks, And on your shoulders spread dis- 
persed hairs. 1605 Bacon Adv. Learn. 11. ii. § 9. 13 Many 
worthy personages that deserue better than dispersed re- 
port. 1765 H. Walpole Otranto iii. (1798) 62 ^ The new 
proof of .. valour, recalled her dispersed spirits. 1855 
Macaulay Hist. Eng. IV. 272 Before William, .had brought 
together his dispersed forces. 

b. with reference mainly to situation. 
a 1547 Surrey PEneut 11. (R.), The watchmen lay disperst 
to take their rest. 1553 T. Wilson Rket. (1580) 276 You 
shall praie for all menne, dispersed throughout the face of 
the yearth. 1697 Dampier Voy. I. 140 With a few small 
Rivers dispers’d up and down. 1756 C. Lucas Ess. Waters 
I. 250 Both . . are plentifully dispersed throughout the 
creation. 2862 Ld. Brougham Brit. Const, v. 73 A country 
of which the population is very unequally dispersed. 

Dispersedly (dispousedli), adv. [-ly 2.] In 
a dispersed or scattered manner; here and there. 

2562 Eden A rte Nauig. Pref., Whiche perhappes fewe haue 
done otherwyse then dispearsedly here and there. 2597-8 
Act 39 Eliz. c. 25. § 1 The same Vyllages .. ly dispersedly. 
1663 Cowley Greatness Verses & Ess. (2669) 125 The other 
many inconveniences of grandeur I have spoken of dis- 
perstly in severall Chapters. 1727 Bradley Fam. Diet. s. v. 
Apple , It’s a Tree that may be planted dispersedly about 
your Ground. ^ 1847 Hardy in Proc. Berw. Nat. Club II. 
No. 5. 251 Disk convex ..dispersedly punctulate. 2870 
Lowell Chaucer Pr. Wks. 1890 HI. 325 Their incidents 
enter dispersedly, as the old stage directions used to say. 

Dispe-rseduess. [f. as prec. + -ness.] The 
condition or state of being dispersed or scattered ; 
scattered condition or position. 

1572 Golding Calvin on Ps. xiii. x They referre to their 
present dispersednesse. 1652-62 Heylin Cosmogr. iv. (1682) 
50 The dispersedness of the Towns and habitations. 1727 
in Bailey vol. II ; and in later Diets. 

t Bisperseness. Ohs. [f. Disperse a. + 
-ness.] = Dispersedness. 

2622 Brerewood Lang. <§• Relig. x. 88 A libbards skin, the 
distance of whose spots represent the dispersness of habita- 
tions or towns in Africk. 

Disperser (.disps-isai). [f. Disperse v. + -erL] 
One who or that which disperses. 

2580 Hollyband Treas. Fr. Tong , Dissipateur, a disperser 
or scatterer abroad. 2588 in Fuller Ch. Hist. ix. vii. § 27 
The dispersers of the several Libels. 2622 Bible Nahum 
ii. 1 He that dasheth in pieces [s margin , the disperser or 
hammer]. 1722 De Foe Plague (Rtldg.) 39 To suppress 
the Printing of such Books . . and to frighten the dispersers 
of them. 2867 Mill Inaug. Addr. 27 Logic is the great dis- 
perser of hazy and confused thinking. 2876 S. A. Wyllje 
in Encycl. Brit. iv. 269/1 (Brewing) Kiln-drying, An iron 
or stone plate, 4 or 5 feet square, called the disperser, is 
placed over each fire to disperse the heat. 

Dispensing, vhl. sh. [f. as prec. 4 - -ingL] 
The action of the vb. Disperse : dispersion. 

2604 Hieron Wks. I. 523 There must be a disposing and 
a dispersing of the seed with the hand. 1607 Topsell 
Four-f. Beasts (1658) 104 The powder of the bones burned, 
is an antidote against the falling evill, and the dispersing of 
the milt. 2670 Milton Hist. Eng. 1. (1851) 3 After the 
Flood, and- the dispersing of N ations. 1859 Masson Milton 
I. 679 This meeting and dispersing cannot go on for ever ! 

Dispersion (dispoujon). Also 5 -eionne, 6 
-tion. [a. F. dispersion {dispar cion 13th c. in 
Hatz.-Darm.), or ad. L. dispersion-em scattering, 
n. of action f. dispergere : see Disperse v.] 

1 . The action of dispersing or scattering abroad ; 
the condition or state of being dispersed ; scatter- 
ing, distribution, circulation. 


DISFERSON. 

Early applied to the scattering of the Jews among the 
Gentiles after the Babylonian Captivity ; whence sense 5. 

CX450 Mirour Saluacioun 3635 The Jewes y 4 tyme hadde 
bene thorgh the werlde in dispersionne. 1555 Eden Decades 
266 In the fyrst dispertion of nations. 1656 Ben Israel 
Vind. Judazorum in Pkenix (2708) II. 423, I conceiv'd that 
our universal Dispersion was a necessary Circumstance to 
be fulfiPd. 1786 Burke W. Hastings Wks. 1842 II. 180 
The dispersion and exile of the reigning family. iqg2 Trial 
Fyshe Palmer 22 The alleged dispersion of a seditious 
writing. 1882 Vines Sacks' Bot. 929 The specialities of 
organisation which effect the dispersion of their seeds. 
fig. c 2450 tr. De Imitatione _ 1. xx, What comej? perof 
but grucching of conscience & dispersion of herte ?^ 

2. The action of diffusing or spreading ; diffusion. 
2664 Power Exp. Philos . 1. 29 That all Vegetables have 

a constant perspiration, the continual dispersion of their 
odour makes out. 2794 Sullivan View Nat. II, 36 When 
the natural dispersion of heat is disturbed . . then a sensible 
heat is produced. 2874 Hartwig Aerial W. ii. 21 By this 
means is also gradually effected the dispersion of all gases. 

3. Med. * The removal of inflammation, suppura- 
tion, or other morbid processes, from a part, and 
restoration to health 5 {Syd. Soc. Lex.) ; dissipation. 

x 753 Chambers Cycl. Supp. s.v., This is commonly term’d 
in surgery the resolution or dispersion of tumors. Ibid., 
Remedies for the dispersion of inflammations. 2789 W. 
Buchan Dom. Med. (1790) 573 An inflammation, .must ter- 
minate either by dispersion, suppuration, or gangrene. 

4. Optics. The divergence or spreading of the 
different-coloured rays of a beam of composite 
light when refracted by a prism or lens, or when 
diffracted, so as to produce a spectrum ; esp. in 
reference to the amount of this divergence. 

2727-51 Chambers Cycl., Point of Dispersion, is a point 
from which refracted rays begin to diverge, 1794 G, Adams 
Nat. <§■ Exp . Philos. II. xxii. 447 This diffusion or disper- 
sion of the rays is greater. 2833 N. Arnott Physics (ed. 5) 
II. 199 The quality of .. bending a beam, or of refraction, 
and that of dividing it into coloured beams, or of dispersion, 
are distinct. 2872 tr. Schellen's Spectr. Anal. § x8. 63 The 
decomposition of white light into its colored rays is called 
dispersion. 1881 N. Lockyer in Naticre No. 617. 399 [The 
lines] are. .visible when considerable dispersion is employed. 

5. The Dispersion : The Jews dispersed among 
the Gentiles after the Babylonian Captivity ; the 
scattered communities of Jews in general, or the 
communities in some single country, as the Egyp- 
tian Dispersion ; —Diaspora. 

1383 Wyclif i Pet. i. 2 To the chosen gestis of disper- 
sioun [gloss, or scateringe abroad], c 2450 St. Cuthbert 
(Surtees) 3781 Of ysrael pe dispercioune he gadird samen 
fra strete and toune. 2^82 N. T. (Rhem.) John vii. 35 Wil 
he goe into the dispersion of the Gentiles, and teach the 
Gentiles? 2642 Evelyn Mem. (1857) I. 30 Transported .. 
to all the desolate ports and havens throughout the world, 
wherever the dispersion was, to convey their brethren and 
tribes to the Holy City. 2880 J. E. Carpenter tr. Ewald's 
Hist. Israel V. 4 The ‘ Coasts of the Sea ' . . are now (as in 
the eighth century) mentioned as a residence of the Disper- 
sion. 2893 Smith & Fuller Diet. Bible s.v.. The African 
Dispersion . . preserved their veneration for the * holy city *. 

6 . Law of dispersion'. The ‘Law of Error* as 
regards distance from the mark without reference 
to the direction of error. 

2876 Catal. Sci. Apf. S. Hens. Mus. § 48 Testing how far 
the relative numbers in the several classes accord with the 
results of the Law of Error or Dispersion. Ibid. § 49 The 
well-known bell-shaped curve, by which the law of error or 
of dispersion is mathematically expressed. 

7. attrib. 

2891 Times 28 Sept. 13/6 By an appropriate choice of dis- 
persion lenses. 

Dispersive (disp5*Jsiv), a. [f. L. type dtsper ■- 
siv-us, ppl. stem of dispergere to disperse: see 
-ive. Cf. F. dispersift -ive.] 

Having the character or quality of dispersing; 
serving or tending to disperse. 

1627-77 Feltham Resolves 1. liii. 84 A fond popularity be- 
witches the soul, to strow about the wealth, and means; 
and, to feed that dispersive humor, all ways shall be trodden. 
2737 M. Green Spleen 730 Nor wanting the dispersive bowl 
Of cloudy weather in the soul. 2800 Herschel in Phil. 
Trans. XC. 443 The dispersive power of different mediums 
with respect to heat. 2874 Morley Compromise (1886) 133 
Thought has become dispersive and the centrifugal forces 
of the human mind. .have, .become dominant. 

b. Optics. Of a refractive medium : Having the 
quality of causing the different-coloured rays of 
light to diverge : see Dispersion 4 . 

2802 Wollaston in Phil. Trans. XCII. 373 The disper- 
sive power of fluor spar is the least of any substance yet 
examined. 2831 Brewster Optics viii. § 66 Flint glass is 
said to have a greater dispersive power than crown glass, 
because . . it separates the extreme rays of the spectrum .. 
farther from the mean ray. 2893 Sir R. Ball Story of Sun 
113 The dispemive apparatus of the spectroscope. 

Hence DispeTsively adv., in a dispersive man- 
ner, by dispersion ; Dispe-rsiveness, the quality 
of being dispersive. 

2841 Alford in Life (2873) 133 An indolence and dis- 
persiveness about my efforts. V 2878 Morley Diderot ii. 28 
The characteristic of his activity is dispersiveness. 

+ Dispe'rson, V. Ohs. Sc. and north, [ad. 
med.L. dispersondre var. of deper sonar e to deprive 
any one of his persona or dignity, f. DlS- 4 + per- 
sonare to dignify, persona person, dignity. Cf. Mis- 
PERSON.] trans. To treat with indignity, insult. 

a 2400-50 A lexander 746 For spyte he spittis in his face, 
Dispises him despetously, dispersons [ Dull MS. revylez] 
him foule. 2489 Burgh Reeds. Aberdeen (1844) I. 416, 


BISPEBSOlTAIiIZE. 


DISPLACEMENT, 


William Porter was convikit. .for the strublance of the said 
bailee in the execu clone of his office, and in dispersoning of 
him. 2579-80 Burgh Reeds. Glasgow (1876) I. 7;? George 
Herbertson is fund and decernit .-.in the wrong for incurring 
and dispersoning of George Elphinstone. 

DispeTSonalise y v. [Dis- 6.] tram. To 
divest of personality, to depersonalize. 

1 866 Lowell Biglow P. Introd. Poet. Wks. (1879) 251 He 
would have enabled me to depersonalize [Poems 1890, II. 
209 depersonalize] myself into a vicarious egotism. 1886 
Maudsley Nat. Causes 302 Man is only qualified to be 
immortal when, being dis personalized, extinct as a self, 
it is all one whatever the event. 

Dispersonate (dispauson^t), v, [f. Dm- 6 + 
L. persona mask, person + -ate 8.] 
f I. trams. To divest of an assumed character, to 
unmask. Obs. 

1624 Bolton Nero 233 To behold any person, according 
to the truth of his qualities, distinctly, ana dispersonated. 

2. To divest of one’s personality. 

1702 S. Parker tr. Cicero's De Finibus 3.04 ’Till a Man 
has got a way of Dispersonating himself, he cannot avoid 
hankering after those Things which will turn to Advantage 
and good account. 1827-38 Hare Guesses (1859) 9 $ We 
multiply, we dispersonate ourselves :: we turn ourselves 
outside in. We are ready to become he, she, it, they, 
anything rather than I. 

Bispersonify (dispais^nifsi), v. [Dis* 6.] 
tram . To undo the personification of; to repre- 
sent or regard as impersonal. 

1846 Grote Greece 1. xvi. I. 467 Anaxagoras and other 
astronomers incurred the charge of blasphemy for disper- 
sonifying Helios. 1855 Selss German Liter.. (1864) 182 
Others, on the contrary, dispersonified the Divinity. 

Hence Disperso-nifica'titm, the action of dis- 
personifying. 

1873 H. Spencer Stud. Social, xvi. (1874) 392 The disper- 
somfication of HSlios. 

f Bispersna-sion. Obs. nonce-wd. [Die- 9.] 
Want of persuasion or feeling of certainty. 

1648 Sanderson Seme . (1653)23 Many a good soul, .could 
never yet . , be so well persuaded of the sincerity of his own 
repentance as to think that God would . . accept it.^ The 
censure were very hard, .to call such his dis-perswasion by 
the name of despair. 

Dispemh., Sc. var. of Despeche, Obs., to dis- 
patch, send' away. 

1578 mScof. Poems l&t&C.li. 159, 
t Bispe*ster, Obs. [ad. obs. F. despestrer 
* to vnpestex, disintangle 9 (Cotgr.) : see Dm- 4 and 
Pester vi] tram. To rid of that which pesters. 

1600 Holland Livy xlh. IxvL 1155 Hardly and with much 
acloe were they dispestered and rid of this confused and 
disordered companie of captives. 

Bispetal (dispe*Eal), v. [Dis- 7 a.] trans. 
To deprive or strip of petals. 

1863 W. Lancaster, praeterita 74 Though the garland 
rose hereafter hung Dishonoured and dispetalied. 1880 
Miss Broughton. Sec. Th. II.iil vl 223 The splashed and 
dispetalied , geraniums. *88? Stevenson (J fiderwoods I. 
XXX V. 69 When the truant gull Skims the green level of the 
lawn, his wing Dispetals roses. 

Dispeticioun, -ison, var. Disputisoun Obs. 
Dispeyr(e, obs. form of Despair, Dispayre. 
Disphenoid : (daisfrnoid). Cryst. [Dr- 2 1.] 
A solid figure contained by eight isosceles triangles. 

1895 Story-Maskelyne Crystallogr . viL § 212. 256 The. 
faces of the disphenoid being symmetrical in pairs. 

Dispiee, obs. form of Despise. , 

+ Dispi'cience . Obs. rare. [app. for dispicions 
pi. of next: cf. accidence. But it may represent 
a L. type *dispicientid ; see -ence.] Discussion, 
disputation. 

1530 Tindale A hsw. More [r. xxv.] 59b, But if our shep- 
erdes had bene as wei willynge to fede as to shere, we had 
neded no soch dispicience, ner they to haue burnt so many. 
2:53a More Confut Tindale 264 (Quotes Tindale’s words). 

(1623 Cockeram, Dispitience, aduisement, diligence. 1656 
Blount Glossogr., Dispicience (dispicientia), circumspection, 

' advisement, diligent consideration.] 

+ Bispi/cion. Obs. Also 6 des-, dyspycion. 
[The form suggests derivation from L. dispiegre 
r to look through, investigate, make an examina- 
tion, consider the formation being on the analogy 
of suspicion ; but the sense suggests association with 
Disputisour, disputation, some forms of which, as 
dispitesoun , dispeticioun, might be reduced to 
Mspifsoun , dispicion .] Discussion, disputation. 

c 1510 $j[oRE Picus Wks. 3/2 He taried at Rome an whole 
yere, in hi which time his enuiours neuer durst openly with 
open dispicions attempt him. 1526 Tindale N. T. Prol., 
Lest we . . fall from meke lemynge into ydle despiciotms. 
— Acts xxviii. 29 The Iewes departed from hym and had 
grete despidons [Coverd. a greate disputacion, Cranmer 
greate despycions], amonge them, selves. 152511 More Dya- 
loge iv. Wks. 262/1 He reherseth a certain dispycion had 
with mi heretique, _ 1530 in Strype Eccl. Mem. I. xvii. 132 
Not minding to fall in contentions ordispytlons [disputations, 
perhaps, (Str.)] with your highness. 1533 More Answ, 
Poysoned Bk, Wks. 1039/2 , 1 shal in this dispicion betwene 
hym and me, be content for this ones ..to cal him mayster 
Masker. 1553 Bale Vocacyvn in Hart. Misc. (Malh.) I. 331: 
As great dyspycyons were among the Jewes at Rome con- 
cerning Paute. 

Bispiece (disprs), v. Also 5 des-. [ad. OF. 
despiece-r, mod.F. depiicer (14th c. in Hatz.-Darm.), 
£ des-, Dis- 1 + piece, Piecr] trans. To divide into 
pieces ; to cut or tear to pieces. 


486- 

e 1477 Caxton Jason xogThe body he dispieced by membres. 
3480 — Ovid's Met. xm,vii, Hemurdryd the chylde ... and 
despieced in pieces & caste hym into the see. 1885 G. Mere- 
dith Dia7ta If. iv. 102 It lay dispieced like a pulled rug. 

Dispierce, obs. var. of Disperse v. 

Dispight, obs. forms of Despite. 
f Bispill, v. Obs. [f. di- — Dis- i + Spill v.J 
trams. To spill, shed. 

1522 World # Child in Hazl. Dodsley I. 251 For I have 
boldly blood full piteously dispilled. 

Bispirit (disprrit), v. Formerly also dis- 
spirit. [Dis- 7 a.] To deprive of spirit. 

1 1. trans. To deprive of essential quality, vigour, 
or force ; to weaken to deprive of animation ; to 
deprive (liquor) of its spirit, to render flat. Obs. 

1647 Hay Hist. Pari. 1. vii. 73 They woulde vaporate and 
dis-spirit the power and vigour of Religion. 1660 Sharrock 
V eg e table sty} The fruit , by the loss of the natural seed, would 
be very much dispirited. 1685 Boyle Salub. Air 40 If the 
Bottles were not kept well-stopt, they [corpuscles] would 
in a short time vanish, and leave the Liquor dispirited. ^ 1697 
Collier Ess. Mar. Subj. n. (1709)38 He that has dispirited 
himself bv a Debauch. 1713 C’tess Winchelsea Misc. 
Poems 9 Trail ail your pikes, dispirit every drum, Ye silent, 
ye dejected Men of War. 

2. To lower the spirits of; to make despondent, 
discourage, dishearten, depress. 

1647 [see Dispirited]. . 1732 Gay in Swift's Lett. (1766) 
II. 151, I find myself dispirited, for want of having some 
pursuit. 3759 Robertson Hist. Scot. I. v. 382 A blow so 
fatal and unexpected dispirited the party. 1790-1811 Combe 
Devil upon 2 Sticks in Eng. (1817) VI. 292 To dispirit the 
sufferer from future exertions. 1868 Freeman Norm . Conq. 
(1876) II. viii. 260 One side was cheered and the other 
dispirited by an unlooked-for incident. 

f 3. To extract and transfuse the * spirit ’ or es- 
sence of. Obs. rare. 

164a Fuller Holy $ Prof. St. in, xviii. 200 Proportion an 
houres meditation to an houres reading of a staple authour. 
This makes a man master of his learning, and dispirits the 
book into the Scholar. 

Bispirited (dispi-rited),///. a. [f. prec. ■¥ edL] 
1 1. Deprived of its essential quality or vigour ; 
destitute of spirit or animation, spiritless. Obs. ' 
a 1660 Hammond Wks. IV. Pref. (R.), Religious offices .. 
degenerating into heartless dispirited recitations, a 1700 
B. E. Diet. Cant. Crew, Pall'd, Flat, Dispirited, or Dead 
Drink. 1737 Bracken Farriery Impr. (1757) II. m The 
Blood becomes so viscid, poor, and dispirited. 1758 Whit- 
worth Acc. Russia 5 The Laplanders and Samoiedes being 
too heavy and dispirited. 

2. Cast into or characterized by low spirits;, 
discouraged, disheartened, dejected. 

1647 Trapp Comm. 1 Thess. v. 14 The dispirited, faint- 
hearted, sick and sinking. 1717 Pope Let. to Blount 27 
Nov., My Mother is in that dispirited State of Resignation. 
2743 Middleton Cicero II. xL 437 A few unarmed, dispirited 
men. 1852 Mrs. Stowe Uncle Tom's C. xxxii. 290 He turned 
back and caught a glance at the dispirited faces behind him. 
Hence Dispi ritedly adv . ; Dispi'ritedness. 
1654 tr. S aider ds Curia Pol. 175 A defatigation and 
dispiritedness will accompany that oppression. 1673 H. 
Stub be Vind. Dutch War 4 The decay of Trade, the dis- 
piritedpess of the English. 3733 Cheyne Eng Malady 11. 
ix. § 3 (1734) 208 Opiates . . when their Fopoe is worn off .. 
leave a Lowness, Dispiritedness, and Anxiety. 3864 Web- 
ster, Dispiritedly. 1889 Temple Bar Mag. Feb. t86, ‘ I do 
not know’’, .said the lad dispiritedly. 

Bisprritiug, ppd a. [f. as prec. + -iNa 2 .] 
That dispirits ; disheartening, depressing. 

1733 Cheyne Eng. Malady 11. ix. §1 (1734) 206 The Symp- 
toms may be so dispiriting and painful. 1799-1805 S. 
Turner Anglo-Sax . 1 . iv. vi. 315 That dispiriting belief, 
which men on the eve of great conflicts sometimes experience, 
that he should not survive it. 1872 Miss Braddon To 
B itter End xvii, Even though London-bridge terminus was 
a somewhat dirty and dispiriting place to arrive at. 

Hence BispiTitingly /z^z/. 

3882 H. C. Merivale Faucitof B. L i. iv. 67 Little enough 
of their influence, however, seemed to fall dispiritinglyupon 
Daisy and Guy. 

Bisprritment* [£ Dispirit v. + -ment.] 
The state of being dispirited ; disheartenment ; 
depression of spirits. 

1827 Carlyle Ge-nn. Romance IV. W. Meister 250 A 
spirit of dispiritment. 3830 — Richter Misc. (1872) III. 
25 Some with their modesty and quiet endurance combining 
a sickly dispiritment. 1830 — in Froude Life (1882) II. 316, 
I look ...forward to a life, of poverty, toil and dispiritment. 
*843 — Past § Pr. m. xiiL 295 You honestly, .quit a most 
muddy confused coil. , of sorrows, dispiritments and contra- 
dictions. 3866 'Lo'W'Ell Lessing Pt. Wks. 3890 II. 207 What 
he wrote under the dispiritment of failure. 

t Dispiritua*lity. nonce-word. Obs. rare. [Dis- 
9.] An unspiritual or worldly act. 

3684 H. More Answer 24 If they do not repent of these 
immoralities or Dispiritualities, if I may so speak, 
f Dispi-ritude. Obs. [f. Dispirit, after solid- 
tude r decrepitude, etc.] Dispirited condition. 

1797 W. Taylor in Monthly Rev. XXII. 532 Considering 
how general was the dispiritude of his troops. 28x4 — 
Monthly Mag. XXXVII. 30 Infidels have complained that 
the Christian religion.. drives men into dispiritude, 
Dispise, obs. form of Despise. 

Bispit, -ite, -itt, obs. forms of Despite. 
Bispiteons (dispTtfss), a. [A revival or con- 
tinuation of the 1 6th c. dispiteous , variant of Des- 
Piteous (q.v. for earlier instances), related to 
despite ', but in later use analysed as f. Dis- 10 + 
Piteous.] Pitiless, merciless. 


2803 W. S. Rose Amadis 82 The felon wreck’d dispiteous 
wrong and shame. 28x8 Todd, Dispiteous, malicious,, 
furious. 2845 Btackw. Mag. LVIL 638 This dispiteous 
and abominable tyrant. 2863 Mrs. C. Clarke Shaks. Char. 
xiv. 357 The wages he receives are as dispiteous, for he is 
devoured by a beast. ^ 2865 Swinburne Poems $ Ball., 
Pksedra 82 The most dispiteous out of all the gods. 

Hence Disprteously adv . ; Disprteousness. • 
1828 Todd, Dispiteously , maliciously, without pity. 1862 
Rossetti Itdl Poets , Mazzeo di Ricco 57 Certes, it was of 
Love’s dispiteousness That I must set my life On thee. 

Dispitesoun, var. Disputisoun, disputation. ; 
Bispitous, -uous, -ly : see Despitous. 
Displace (displ^*s), v. [ad. OF. desplacer 
(15th c. in Hatz.-Darm.), mod.F. deplaccr to dis- 
place, f. des-, Dis- 1,4 + place sh., placer to place.] 

1. trans. To remove or shift from its place; to 
put out of the proper or usual place, (fin quot. 
1551, To transpose.) 

2552 T. Wilson Logicke (1580) 28 By conuersion of the 
Propositions, and by displacyng the same, settyng one in 
an others steede. 1553 — Rhet. (1580) 203 The whiche 
wordes beyng altered or displaced, the figure straight dooeth 
lose his name. 1577 B. Gogge H eresbac/i s Htisb . iv. (1586) 
287 b, Cut away part of the Coames .. which you must do* 
with a very sharpe knife, for feare of displacing the rest 
of the Coames. 2612 Shaics. Cyinb. iv. ii. 122 [He] swore . . 
heel’d [=he'd] . . Displace our heads, where (thanks the 
Gods) they grow. And set them on Luds-Towne. 2782 
Cowper Expostulation 258 Thy diadem displaced, thy 
sceptre gone. 2837 Whew ell Hist. Induct. Sc. (1857; L, 
151 [The moon] may be displaced by this cause to the 
amount of twice her own breadth. 

f b. fig. To remove, banish. Obs. 

2580 Sidney Ps. xxxix. vi, Ah! yet from me lett thy 
plagues be displac’d. 2596 Spenser Hymne Heavenly Love 
264 All other loves . . Thou must renounce and utterly dis- 
place. 2605 Shaks. Macb. hi. iv. 109. 2675 Hobbes Odyss. 
viii. 64 When their thirst and hunger was displac'd. 

2 . To remove from a position, dignity, or office. 

1553 T. Wilson Rhet. (1580) 68 When God striketh the. 

mightie . . and displaceth those that were highly placed. 
2563-87 Foxe vL <$• M. (1596) 6/1 King Solomon displaced 
Abiathar the high preest. 1687 in Magd. Coll. $ James II 
(Oxf. Hist. Sac.) 98 To place, or displace, Members, of 
Colleges. 1709 Steele Tatler No. 84 P 4 With a Design, 
to displace them, in case I find their Titles defective. 1849 
Macaulay Hist.. Eng. II. 556 Enjoining him . . to. displace 
all the Popish officers who held commands under him. 1853 
Stocqueler M Hit. EncycL, Officers are sometimes.displaced 
from a particular regiment in consequence of misconduct,' 
but they are at liberty to serve m any other corps. 

3. To oust (something) from its place and occupy 
it instead : a. to put something else in the place 
of; b. to take the place of, supplant, ‘ replace’. 

a. [2667 Milton P. L. i. 473 Gods Altar to disparage 
and displace For one of Syrian mode.] 2844 H. H. Wilson 
Brit. India III. 458 To displace by regular garrisons the 
troops of the Thakurs. 1853 Sir H. Douglas Milit. Bridges 
41 T he desideratum is, to displace as much water, with as 
little weight of vessel as possible. 

b. [2634 M ilton Comus 560 A soft and solemn-breathing 
sound . . stole upon the air, that even Silence . . .wished she 
might Deny her nature, and be never more. Still to be so 
displaced.] 2774 Goldsm. Nat. Hist (2776) I. 288 A cork, 
a ship, a buoy, each buries itself a bed on the surface of the 
water ; this bed may be considered as so much water dis- 
placed. 2832 Lardner Hydros t. viii. 257 A body, when it 
floats in a liquid, displaces a quantity of the liquid equal 
to its own weight. 2889 A. R. Wallace Darwinism 29 In 
three years . . this weed . . absolutely displaced every other 
plant on the ground. 

Displaceable (displ^-sab’l), a. [f. prec. + 
-able.] Capable of being, or liable to be, dis-* 
placed. 

1676 Boyle in Phil. Trans v XI. 806 Its parts were .. 
easily displaceable by the subtile permeating matter. 2810 
Bentham Packing (1821) 43 A Board .. paid, placed, and 
displaceable by the servants of the crown. 2879 J. M. 
Duncan Led. Dis, Women L (1889) 3 It may he mobile. or 
floating, or it may be merely displaceable. 

Hence Displaceabi lity. 

38 8a Nature XXVI. 592 The classification of surfaces 
according to the displaceability of their geodetic triangles. • 

Displaced (displ^-st), ppl. a. [f. as prec. + 
-ed K] Removed from its place ; put out of place ; 
deposed: see the verb. 

2572 Golding Calvin on Ps. Ep. Ded. 6 There be... many 
displaced words. 2823 Ellis Mem.. Gordon 18 To retain 
the head of the bone in its displaced situation. 1839 G. Bird 
Nat. Philos. 90 Archimedes, . discovered that a body, when 
immersed in a fluid, loses a portion of its weight equal to 
that of the displaced fluid. 2842 Elphinstone Hist. Ind. 
II. 2.5 No mention was made of the displaced vizir. 

Displacement (displ^ i- sment). [f. Displace 
v. + -ment : cf. OF. desplacement, mod.F. deplace- 
ment* perk* the immediate source of sense 1.] 
The act of displacing or fact of being displaced. 

1. Removal from an office or dignity ; deposition. 
(The earliest sense, but somewhat rare.)^ 
x6xx Speed Hist. Gt. Brit tx. xvi. § 44 His displacement 
from the Regency of France. 2797 W. Taylor in Monthly 
Rev. XXIII. 570 Without the least intention of carrying 
their schemes farther than the displacement of their adver- 
saries. 2857 Toulm. Smith Parish 91 Election, displace- 
ment, and fresh election depend on the Parish only. 

2L Removal of a thing from its place ; putting 
out of place ; shifting, dislocation. 

2803 W. Taylor in Ann. Rev. Ii 320 Change* of air, removal, 
displacement, 'seem to be efficient remedies. 2840A.TWEEDIE 
Prod. Med. III. 380 When the- displacement' 'is very con- 
siderable, the functions of the heart may be much embax- 
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rassed. 1863 Kinglake Crimea (1876) I. xv. 354 Occasioned 
by some accidental displacement of words. 1880 Haughton 
Pkys. Geog. ii, 46 note, A vertical displacement of the strata. 

b. Physics. The amount by which anything is 
displaced ; the difference or geometrical relation 
between the initial position of a body and its posi- 
tion at some subsequent instant. 

1837 Whew ell Hist. Induct. Sc. (1857) I. 150 The dis- 
placement of the 'sun by. parallax is so small that [etc.]. 

1879 Thomson & Tait Nat. Phil. I. 1. § 90 We may con- 
sider the whole motion as made tip of successive elementary 
displacements. 

C. 77iermomet?y. (See quot.) 

1871 B. Stewart Heat § 22 It is found that thermometers 
are liable to an alteration of their zero points, especially 
when the bulb has been filled not long before graduation. . 
This displacement may in the course of years amount to 
about i° C. 

d. Electr . (See quots.) 

1881 Maxwell Electr. <$• Magn » I. 64 Electric displace- 
ment is a movement of electricity in the same sense as the 
transference of a d .finite quantity of electricity through 
a wire is a movement of electricity. 1885 Watson & Bur- 
bury Electr* $ Magn. I. §• 258. 1895 Silvanus Thompson 

Electr. $ Magn. § 57 Displacement. Whenever^ electric 
forces act on a dielectric, tending to drive electricity ip at 
one side and out at the other . ., the quantity of electricity 
which has apparently been transferred ..was called by 
Maxwell ‘the displacement*. Ibid. § 516 Experiment 
proves that displacement-currents, while they last, set up 
magnetic fields around them; just as connexion-currents 
and conduction-currents do. 

3. Removal of a thing by substitution of some- 
thing else in its place ; ‘ replacement ’. 

1868 Gladstone Juv. Mundi iii. (1869) 100 There must 
have been a great displacement of the Pelasgic vocabulary. 

1880 Libr. Uuiv. Knowl. IX. 29 7 The displacement of 
human labor through . . machinery. 

b. Hydrostatics. The displacing of a liquid by 
a body immersed in or Boating on it ; the amount 
or weight of fluid so displaced by a floating body, 
e. g. a ship. Centre of displacement : see Centre 
sb, 16. 

1802-19 Rees Cycl. s. v. Shipbuilding (L.), To ascertain 
the centre of displacement, or centre of gravity, of the 
immersed part of a ship’s bottom. 1833 Marryat P. Simple 
xiii, He was always talking about centres of gravity, 
displacement of fluid, and Lord knows what. 1869 Sir 
E. J. Reed Our Iron-Clad Ships iv.71 The dimensions and 
outside form of a ship determine her displacement. 1876 
W. H. G. Kingston Brit. Navy 535 Her total length is 
320 leet . . with a displacement of 11,407 tons. 

e. Pharrn. The process of obtaining an extract 
of a substance by pouring over it successive quan- 
tities of a menstruum until all the soluble matters 
are extracted : = Percolation. 

1883 Syd. Soc. Lex ., Displacement . . In Pharmacy, the 
term is used in the same sense as Percolation ..D. appa- 
ratus, a means of obtaining extracts, whether aqueous or 
alcoholic. . The body is pulverised, and then partially ex- 
hausted with a liquid, which is replaced by an additional 
quantity of the same, or of another liquid. 

t Bispla*cence. Obs. [ad. med.L. displacentia, 
£. Dis- 4 +placentia pleasantness : cf. OK desplai- 
sance, mod.F. dip-, It. dispiacenza. The cl.L. word 
was displicentia, whence Displicence.] ~next: 
the reverse of complacence. 

c 1450 Mirour Saluacioun 1432 With displacens of all 
•synne and hertly contrycionne. 1668 Wilkins Real Char* 
229 Displacence, Sorrow, Grief, Discomfort. 168a Sir T. 
Browne Ckr. Mor. m. § 5 Rake not up envious displacences 
at things successful unto others. 

Hisplacency (displ£i*sensi). Now rare or 
Obs. [f. as prec. : see -ency. See also Disfli- 
CENCY.j The fact or condition of being displeased 
with something; displeasure, dissatisfaction, dis- 
like. (The reverse of complacency.) 

a 1652 J. Smith Set. Disc. x. iii. 503 Their hatred of the 
devil is commonly nothing else but an inward displacency 
of nature against something entitled by the devil s name* 
1654 Warren Unbelievers 205 His divine displacency against 
their sins. 1771 Wesley Whs, (1872) VI. 18 Feeling a dis- 
placency at every offence against God. 1859 I. Taylor 
Logic in Theol. 59 The infant has made himself the object 
of complacency or of displacency, according to his original 
■dispositions, or his individual character. 

Bisplacent (displ^-sent), a. rare. [f. Dis- 
placence, after complacent : cf. OF. desplaisant, 
Displeasant.] Feeling or marked by displeasure : 
the reverse of complacent. 

1859 I. Taylor Logic in Theol. 62 These emotions . . be- 
coming either complacent or displacent. 

Bisplaxer. [f. Displace + ~er L] 

1. One who or that which displaces. 

1588 J. Udall Demons tr. Discip. (Arb.)73 If the ministers 
that bee vsually displaced, be called of God . . if it cause 
the displacers to be esteemed enemies to the Gospel. 1607 
Schol, Disc. agst. Antichr. 11. v. 10 Establishes of that 
which is good, and displacers of that which is evil. 

2. Pharm. An apparatus for obtaining an extract 
; by Displacement 1 ;^ c) ; ■ a percolator. ■ 

1883 Syd. Soc. Lex., Displacer, a synonym of Percolator. 

Bispla*cing, vbl* sb. [f. Displace + -ing- i.J 
The action of the verb Displace ; removal from 
its place; deposition. 

1551 T. Wilson Logike (1567) 65 a. In ■ the diuidyng, and 
displacing of the same. : ■ 1583 Stubbes Anat. Abus. n. (1882) 
84 Authoritie for his displacing, and placing of another that 
is more able. 1626 in Rushw. Hist. Coll. (1659) I. 403 More 


such displacings and alterations have by his means hap- 
pened. 1654 Ld. Orrery Partheu. (1676) 310 Phanasders 
displacing gave him the invitation to invade us. , 

attrib. 1894 Westm. Goes. 30 May 2/1 I hat displacing 
process which sounds so easy in political economy. In life, 
when you are squeezed out of one employment, .you do not 
find it so simple to slide into another groove. 

Bispla-cing, ppl. a* [f. as. prec. -f- -INC- 2 .] 
That displaces : see the verb. 

1862 F. Hall Hindu Philos. Sysf. 87 note. That one such, 
quality may displace another, their theory is, that the dis- 
placing quality must remain with the quality displaced 
during the last moment of the subsistence of the latter. 
1867 Freeman Norm. Conq. (1876) I. i. 2 Some knowledge 
of the condition of the displaced nation is necessary to 
understand the position of the displacing nation. 
Bisplant (displa*nt>, v. [ad. OF. desplanter 
«=Sp. desptantar , It. dispiantare Romanic *dis- 
plantare , for L. deplanidre , f. De- I. 6, Dis- + 
plantdre to plant.] 

1 . trans. To take up or remove (a plant) from 
the ground ; to uproot. 

1491 Caxton Vitas Pair. (W. de W. 1495) n. 256 a/! 

A tree whiche is ofte dysplaunted & transported from one 
grounde to an other may here no fruyte. 163s R. Bolton 
Com/. Affi. Consc. xv. 79 A strong and mightie Oake ... 
which no storme or tempest can displant or overthrow. 1725 
Bradley Fain. Diet. s. v. Saffron Crocus > After these Bulbs 
are displanted the Gardiner must be sure to keep them 
..Three Weeks without replanting them. 1800 Trans. Soc . 
Encourag. Arts XVIII. 99 When the hops are displanted. 

f 2 . To remove (a person) from his settled 
position; to dislodge (people) from their settle- 
ments or country ; spec, to undo the settlement or 
establishment of (a ‘ plantation ’ or colony). Obs. 

1592 Shaks. Rom. <$• Jul. u 1. iii. 59 Displant a Towne, 
reuerse a Princes Doome. 1596 Spenser State Irel. Wks. 
(Globe) 615/1 One of the occasions by which all those coun- 
tryes, which .. had bene planted with English,^ were 
shortly displanted and lost. 1605 Hieron Short Dial. 49 
Almost 300 preachers are already eyther displanted, in- 
hibited, or under . . censure. 1615 G. Sandys 7 'rav. 39 The 
.. Greeks had planted certaine Colonies thereabout, and 
displanted the barbarous. 1650 J. Musgrave Grievances 
of North. Co. 27 All Israel . . were displanted, and carried 
away into captivity. 1660 F. Brooke tr. Le Blanc's Trav. 
370 A Colony, .in Dariana, displanted for the unsoundnesse 
of the ayre. 

t 3 . Jig ; a. To root up, eradicate ; b. to supplant. 

1603 H. Crosse Ve rtues Cominw. (1878) 98 Others .. dis- 
plant all good order established. 1612 T. Taylor Comm. 
Titus 1 6 He must . . displant vices, and plant the contrarie 
vertues. 1624 Massinger Rettegado Hi. 1, Some other hath 
displanted me. With her dishonour, a 1638 Mede Apost. 
Lat. Times (1641) 83 Three of these . . should the Anti- 
christian home depresse and displant, to advance himselfe. 

Hence Displamting vbl. sb. and ppl. a. 

1604 Shaks. Oth. n. i. 283 By the displant ing of Cassia. 
1616 H. Gosnold in Lismore Papers (1887) Ser.'ii. II. 20 
The stock which I am tyed to purchase vnder paine of 
displanting. 1725 Bradley Fain. Diet. s. v. Tulip, Take 
a Gardiners displanting Groove, and thrust it into the 
Ground. 1727 Bailey vol. II, Displanting Scoop , an 
Instrument to take up Plants with Earth about them. 

t Bisplauta*tion. Obs. [f. prec. after Plant- 
ation.] The action or fact of displanting; the 
removal of a plantation or colony. 

1614 Raleigh Hist. World 1. 46 The Edenites in Thelassar 
..whose displantation Senacherib vaunted of. Ibid. v. ii. 
§ 8. 6oj The Boij . . feared the like displantation. 

t Bispla*t, v. Obs. [Dis- 6 or 7 a.] trans* 
To do out of its plats or plaits, to unplait. 

1627 Hakewell Apol. (1630) 412 Which of these would not 
rather choose that the state . . should be in combustion 
then his haire should bee displatted ? 

BispXay (displJ 1 -), v. Forms : 5 desplay, 
dysplay, 6 displeigh. 0* 5-6 des-, dysploy. 
[a. OF. despleier {-plier, -ployer), = Pr. desplegar , 
-pleiar, Sp. desplegar , It. dispiegare L. displicare 
to scatter, disperse, (in late and med.L.) to unfold. 
See also the doublet Deploy, and aphetic Splay. 
j In OF. displicare became orig. in inf. desplier ; in tonic 
f forms as 3 sing. pres, desplei -e ; whence by subseq. confusion 
i of tonic and atonic forms despleier, later desplaier, des- 
\ ployer : examples of all these French varieties exist in Eng, 
in ply v ploy , apply, comply, imply, deploy, employ ; the 
forms in -ploy being from Central OF., or later F.] 

1 . trans. To unfold, expand, spread out ; to un- 
furl (a banner, sail). Now Obs. exc. as influenced 
| by sense 3, and understood as * to unfold to view * 
(a banner or the like '. 

[1292 Britton ii. xxii. § 4 Si la disseisine fiist fete a banere 
j desplad, ou as chevaus covertz.] <71330 R. Brunne Chron. 
(1810) 2 I ne.. displayed his banere, & went to ]>e bataile, 
c 1430 Lydg. Min. Poems . (Percy Soc.) 6 Ther yssed oute 
empresses thre, Theire here displayed, c 2460 Emctre 97 The 
cloth was displayed sane. 1490 Caxton Eneydos xxvii. 96 
To sprede and dysploye the sayles. c 1500 Metusinexxl. 131 
And made hys banere to be dysployed abrode. 158a N. 

! Lichefield tr. Castankeda's Conq. E. Ind. xxxvi. 88 There 
I was displaide a flagge in the top of the Factorteu 2590 
Spenser F, Q . iii. ii. 47 The old- woman carefully displayd 
The clothes about her round with busy ayd. 2621 G. Sandys 
Ovids Met. iv. (1626)86 With Dores display’d, the golden 
; Palace shines. 2656 Earl Monm. Advt. fr. P amass. 259 
[He] displaid his sails to a prosperous west wind. 2692 
Bentley Boyle Led. 208 Elastick .. particles, that have a 
continual tendency and endeavour to expand and display 
, themselves* 2728 Pope Dune. iii. 71 See . . her sable flag 
displayd. 2894 C. N. Robinson Brit. Fleet 97 A flag was 
to be displayed on the discovery of a supposed enemy at sea. 
intr. (for reff). tyjz R. H. tr.. Lavaterus Ghostes <5* 


Spir. (1596) 81 When., their ensignes will not displace 
abroade but fold about the stander-bearers heads. 

f b. Mil. To spread out (troops) so as to form 
a more extended line ; Deploy v. 2. Obs. 

1582 Savile Agile. (1622) 198 Agricola . . fearing lest hee 
should bee assailed on the front and fiankes both at one 
instant, displayed his army in length. 2582 •— Tacitus' 
Hist. iv. xxxv. (1591) 196 Fought with troupes displayed out 
thinnely in length. 2620 Holland Camden's Brit. 1. 252 
The Englishmen, .display their ranks and . .press hard upon 
their enemies. 2823 Crabb Technol. Diet., To display 
{Mill) in French diployer, to extend the front of a column. 

2. To lay or place (a man or animal) with the 
limbs extended; to extend (a limb, wing, etc.), 
spec, in Her . : see Displayed 2. 

c 2320 R. Brunne Medit. 640 Toward J?e cros hys bale he 
Iayde, And hys real armes oute he dysplayde. i486 Bk. 
St. A Ibans B v iija. Display the wynge esely and holde it 
betwene the ij partes of the loofe. 2539 Hilsey Primer in 
Three Primers (1848) 328 O Lord which hast displayed 
thine hands and feet, and all thy body on a cross for qur 
sins, 1591 Spenser Virg. Gnat 24a Sleep oppressed him, 
Displaid on ground. Ibid* 336 Thou .. Thy careles limbs in 
loose sleep dost display. 

f b. Carving. The technical term for : To carve; 
(a crane). Obs* 

c 1470 in Hors, Shepe <4 G. etc. (Caxton 1479, Roxb. repr.) 
33 A crane displayd, a pecok disfigured. 1523 Bk. Ker - 
uynge in Babees Bk. 267 Dysplaye that crane. Take a crane, 
and vnfolde his legges, and cut of his wynges by the Xoyntes. 
2804 Farley Lond. Art Cookery {g d. 10) 293. 

absot. 1711-14 Spectator (J.), He carves, displays, and 
cuts up to a wonder. 

3* To open up or expose to view, exhibit to the 
eyes, show. 

13. . Ganv. Gr. Knt. 955 Hirbrest & hir bry|t ]>rote bare 
displayed Schon shyrer ken snawe. c 2430 Lydg. M in. 
Poems (1840) 161 (Matz.) Displaieth hir crown geyn Phebus 
bemys brihte, 1591 Shaks. _ 1 Hen. VI , 1. ii. . 77, I . . 
to Sunnes parching heat display'd my cheekes. 1695 
Woodward Nat. Hist. Earth iv* (1723) 244 By this 
means, .the Grain-Gold, upon all the Gold Coast .. is dis- 
play’d. 2767 Sir W. Jones Seven Fount , Poems (1777 i 46 
Th’ alluring stream, That through the grove display’d a 
silver gleam. 2861 M. Pattison Ess. (1889) 1 . 45 Round the 
apartment .. was displayed in close array the silver and 
pewter plate. 1864 Boutell Heraldry H ist. «§• Pop. xix. 
301 More recently the Royal Banner has always displayed 
the Arms of England. 

b. Printing. T o make more prominent (a word , 
line, etc.) by using larger type, wider spacing, etc. 
2888 [see Display sb. 5]. 

4. To unfold or exhibit to other senses, to ob- 
servation generally, or to the mind, f a « To give 
utterance to, pour forth, utter. Obs. 

1580 Sidney Ps. xxvii. vii, Heare, Lord, when I my voice 
display. 1638 Sir T. Herbert Trav. (ed. 2) 210 A thou- 
sand warbling Notes thy throat displayes. 

b. To exhibit, make manifest, cause to be ob- 
served or perceived. 

1575 Laneham Let. (i87i> 12 At last the Altitonant dis- 
pleaz me hiz mayn poour. 1635 Quarles Embl. 11. i. (1718) 
66 Thy busie hands address Their labour to display. 2660 
Boyle New Exp. Pkys. Mech. xvii. 225 The. .AiT..suffidug 
. . to display a considerable pressure upon the surface of the 
Mercury. 2762 Sir W. Jones A rcadia Poems (1777) io 7 
The curling eglantines display’d, .an aromatick shade. 2874 
Green Short Hist, vii, § 7. 415 The new English drama , . 
was beginning to display its wonderful powers, 2885 
Manch. Exam. 16 June 4/7 The same insubordination was 
displayed still more offensively. 

5. esp. To exhibit ostentatiously; to show off, 
make a show of. 

1628 Earle Microcosm., Bold forward Man > (Arb.V 47 
These few good parts hee has, hee is no niggard in display- 
ing. 2659 B. Harris Parival’s Iron Age 12 6 Many great 
Divines were fain to display their eloquence. 1709T0PE, Ess. 
on Criticism 329 The sparks with awkward vanity display 
What the fine gentleman wore yesterday.^ 2729 Butler 
Serin. Wks. 1874 II. 47 Their business in coming into 
company , .[is] to display themselves. 2750 Johnson Ram- 
bler No. 27 if 8 That part of his discourse in which he most 
endeavoured to display his imagination. 

t b. intr. (for ref.) To make a great show or 
display ; to act in an ostentations manner, Obs. 

2605 Shaks. Lear it. iv.^ 42 The fellow which , . Displaid 
so saucily against your Highnesse. 

0. trans. To disclose, reveal, or show, uninten- 
tionally or incidentally ; to allow to be seen or 
: ..perceived, to:betray. 

2602 Marston Ant. <5* Mel. in. Wks. 1856 I. 32 If you 
are but seene, Your armes display you ; therefore put them 
off. 1632 J. Hayward tr. Biondls Eromena 17 1 He began 
to display, .some token of suspition. 1796 H. Hunter tr. 
St. Pierre's Stud. Nat. (1799) II. 568 All the variety of 
| colours which flowers display. 1853 J. H. Newman Hist. 
\ Sk. (1873) I E 1. iii. 146 A grand ^ entertainment, . which dis- 
played both the barbarism and the magnificence of the 
Asiatic. 1875 Jowett Plato (ed. 2) I. 104 Having dis- 
played your ignorance of the nature of courage. 

■f 7. To set forth in representation or narrative; 
to depict, describe; exhibit ; to set forth at large, 
expound ; to unfold (a tale). Obs. or arch * 

1726-32 Tindal Rapin' s Hist. Eng. ( 1^743) II. xvii. 156 To 
display in a few words the Elogy of this illustrious queen. 
1750 Johnson Rambler No. 79 P 8 The princes were once 
displaying their felicity, and each boasting the advantages 
of his own dominions. 1766 Pennant Zool. (2768) I. Pref. 2 
The admirable Linnaeus has displayed them [arguments] 
at large in an oration. 2802 Mar. Edgeworth Moral 
T. (1816) 1 . 200 Zealous to display every proof of the king’s 
greatness of mind. 1808 Scorr Marm. iv. ii, He . . did his 
tale display. 


488 


DISPLAY. 

ta Med. To disperse, dissipate. Obs. [Cf. L. 
displicare, Varro.] 

1607 Topsell Four-f. Beasts ( 1658) 84 The fat of this beast 
is reserved by some for heating, softening, and displaying 
tumours in the flesh. Ibid. 504 The use of this by reason 
it is very hot, is to display Ulcers and tumors in wounds. 

®Sf 0 . To discover, get sight of, descry. [In 
Spenser and his imitators ; as if * to unfold to one’s 
own view ’.] Obs. 

1590 Spenser F. Q. ii. xii. 76 They .. did at last display 
That wanton Lady, with her lover, cxtixx Chapman Iliad 
xi. 74 He. .from his seat took pleasure to display The city 
so adorn'd with tow’rs. 16x5 — Odyss. v. 350 He might 
display The shady hills of the Phaeacian shore. 

Display, sb. ^ [f. prec. vb.] 

1 . The act of displaying or unfolding to view or 
to notice ; exhibition, manifestation. 

a 1680 Glanvill (J.), A glorious display of the highest 
form of created excellencies. 175a Johnson Rambler No. 
205 p s At this display of riches every eye immediately 
sparkled. 1767 Junius Lett. xxv. 116 You were not quite 
indifferent to the display of your literary qualifications. 
1823 Rutter FonthiU 8 A too sudden display of the colossal 
dimensions., of the Abbey. 1853 J. H. Newman Hist. Sk. 
(1873) II. 1. i. 4 The display of horsetails at the gate of the 
Palace is the Ottoman signal of war. 1838 Froude Hist, 
Eng. III. xiv. 193 An occasion for the display of his powers. 

fb. The act of setting forth descriptively; 
a description. Obs. 

*383 Stubbes (title) The Second part of the Anatomie of 
Abuses, containing The display of Corruptions, with a per- 
fect description of such imperfections. x6ioGuillim {title) 
Display of Heraldry. ^ 1706 Phillips (ed. Kersey), Display, 
a particular Explication, a 1714 Sharp Serin. I. v. (R.), 
For the more lively display of him . . it will be fit that we 
represent him a little more particular under those several 
respects and capacities, in which his uprightness is princi- 
pally seen and expressed. 

2 . Ah exhibition, a show ; a proceeding or occa- 
sion consisting in the exhibiting of something. 

1665 Glanvill Scepsis Sci. iv. Pref. (R.), Some grains 
must be allow’d to a rhetorical display, which will not bear 
the rigour of a critical survey. 1789 Cowper Queen’s Visit 
Land. 10 (17 March) ’Twas hard to tell of streets or squares 
Which formed the chief display. 1831 Brewster Nat. 
Magic i. (1833) 6 The optical display which hallowed, their 
ancient temples. 1845 Florist’s Jrnl. 278 The display of 
dahlias, .was most excellent. 1883 Gladstone. in Glasgow 
Weekly Her. 9 June 1/7 Constant parades and: military dis- 
plays with bands and flags. 1886 A. Winchell Walks Geol. 
Field 210 Some of our most splendid meteoric displays. 

8. Show, ostentation. 

18x6 Byron Paris ina xvii, He died, as erring man should 
die, Without display, without parade. 1838 Emerson 
Nature, Lit. Ethics Wks, (Bohn) II. 214 Fatal to the man 
of letters, fatal to man, is the lust of display. X870 — Soc. 
4 Solit., Domestic Life Ibid. III. 45 A house kept to the 
end of display is impossible to all bu t a few women. 

4 . Printing. The selection and arrangement of 
types so as to call attention to important parts of 
the subject matter : used in regard to title-pages 
and advertisements. 

1824 J. Johnson Typographia II. 588 An alteration in the 
method of display and a new mode in the arrangement of 
the matter, became now very general. 

5 . Comb., as display-letter, -type, a letter or type 
used for displaying printed matter ; cf. 4 above ; 
display-stand, a stand, rack, shelf, etc. for 
displaying goods ; display-work (see quot.). 

x888 Jacobi Printers Voc. 32 Display work, Type dis- 
played, such as titles, headings, and jobbing* work^ is thus 
termed to distinguish it from ordinary solid composition. 

Displayable, a. rare. [f. as prec. + -able.] 
Capable of being displayed. 

1864 Carlyle Fredk. Gt. (1865) IV. xii. xi. 265 Belleisle dis- 
played, so far as displayable, hismagnificent Diplomatic W are. 

Displayed (displM),///. a. Also 4-6 des-, 
dys-, -plaied(e, -playit, -plaid, -pleyd. [-ed*,] 

1 . Unfolded, unfurled, spread open to view. 

c 1425 Wvntoun Cron. vm. xxxix. 32 A Rade of were He 
made wyth displayed Banere. 1603 Knolles Hist. Turkes 
(1638) 207 The displaied ensignes. 1625 K. Long tr. 
Barclays Argents 111. iii. 153 Opening now their displayed 
Pedigrees. 1649 Milton Eikon. Wks. 1738 I. 365 Fought 
against him with display’d Banners in the Field, 
b. Expanded, as wings, leaves, etc. 

1578 Lyte^ Dodoens m. xvii. 339 The leaves are lyke 
desplayed winges. 1648 Boyle Seraph. Love (166a) 44 The 
Coy delusive Plant, .shrinks in its displayed leaves. 
i g. Lying supine with the limbs extended. 

<2x400 Octouian 1516 Well many Sarsyns . . ley dyspleyd, 
C1485 Digby Myst. iv. 313 This displaied body. 1591 [see 
Display v. 2], 1647 Cleveland Poems, Smectymuuus 90. 

2 . Her. Having the wings expanded : said of a 
bird of prey used as a bearing. Also with wings 
displayed', see quot. 1882. 

c X400 Sowdone Bab. 190 An Egle of goolde abrode dis- 
played. a 1490 Botoner I tin. (1778) 164 Ung egle displayed 
de argent. 1572 Bossevvell Armorie 11. 60b, The fielde is 
of the Topaze, a Basiliske displayed, Emeraude, cristed, 
Saphire. X766 Porny Heraldry (1787) 170 Three Eaglets 
displayed, points of their wings pendent, Or. 1830 Robson 
Brit. Herald III. Gloss., Displayed recursant, or tergiaht , 
the wings crossing each other ; sometimes termed backward 
displayed , the wings crossing. Displayed foreshortened, 
eagles, etc* thus borne, are depicted flying straight forward 
towards you, so as no part but the roundness of the head 
and body is seen, with the pinion of the wings extended. 
*882 Cussans Her. vi. 91 The Heraldic student must bear 
in mind the difference between An Eagle displayed and 
An Eagle with wings displayed ; when the latter term is 
employed, the Bird is supposed to be perched. 


lb* _ By Tottenham (158 9) Eng. Poesie 11. xi[i]. (Arb.) xo6 
applied to geometrical figures arranged in pairs somewhat 
as wings, e.g. the Tricquet displayed [= two triangles joined 
at their apices] ; the eg ge displayed, the Rondel displayed 
f=an oval or a circle bisected, and the halves joined at 
their convex margins]. 

Hence f Display edly adv. Obs. 

x6iz Florio, Spiegatamente , openly, displaiedly. 

Displayer. [f. as prec. + -ER L] One who 
or that which displays ; an exhibitor. 

i6xx Florio, Spiegaiore , a displayer, an vnfolder. 
1627-77 Feltham Resolves 1. Ixxxvi. (L.), Nothing that 
has sense but is better for this displayer [charity]. 1654 
Gayton Pleas. Notes (T.) } The displayer of his high fron- 
tiers. X815 W. H. Ireland Scribbleomania 217 Each 
pestle’s displayer, Who, living by drugs, proves humanity’s 
slayer. 1840 Browning Sordello v. 11889) 235 Some dis- 
player, still More potent than the last, of human will. 

Displaying, vbl. sb. [f. as prec. + -ing L] 
The action of the verb Display ; unfolding, dis- 
closing, revelation, exposure. 

1336 Huggarde ltitle\T he Displaying of the Protestantes, 
and sondry their Practices. x6ix Cotgr., Despliement , an 
unfoulding ; displaying. 1677 J. Webster {title'. The Dis- 
playing of Supposed Witchcraft^ 2878 T. Sinclair Mount 
4 Whatever value these partial displayings may have. 

Displayment. [f. as prec. + -ment.] = prec. 

x8or Strutt Sports $ Past. iv. iii. 326 The displayment 
of vulgar pastimes. 

f Di'sple, v. Obs. Also 6 dyspel. [App. a 
popular formation from Discipline sb. 7, oxv. 2. 

If derived from discipline vb., the final -in(e might be con- 
founded with the infinitive suffix - en , - yu , and disappear 
along with it. But it is, on the whole, more probable that 
discipline sb. was associated with vbl. sbs. in -ing, and so 
converted into discipl-ing, dissplying, dyspelyng, as in the 
earliest instances quoted. Thence a verb to disple would 
naturally be deduced. The verb Disciple is of later date.] 

trans. To subject to discipline, bodily correction, 
penance, or punishment ; esp. as a religious practice. 
Also Drspling vbl. sb. and ppl. a. 

1492 in Brand Pop. Antiq., Ask Wedn.p 1870)1. 56 For 
dissplying rods, ij l . 1533 More Apol. xxvii. Wks. 893/2 As 
lothe. .as the Ladye was to come, .to dyspelyng, that wepte 
..that the prieste had.. with the dyspelyng rodde beaten 
her hard vppon her lylye white handes. 1563-87 Foxe 
A. $ M. (1596) 1339/2 Euery of them had a Taper in his 
hand, and a rod, wherewith the Preacher did disple them. 
1382 Marbeck Bk. of Notes 586 The displing of the froward 
childe. 1590 Spenser F. Q. i. x. 27 Bitter Penaunce, with 
an yron whip, Was wont him once to disple every day. 
1603 B. Jonson Volpone iv ii, Who here is fled for liberty 
of conscience . . Her will I disc’ple. 1607 R. C. tr. Esti- 
enne's World of Wonders 1 69 Displing friers. 1641 Vind. 
Smectymnuus vi\. 49 The Reverend Fathers will have 
multitudes of disobedient sons to disple. 

t Displea’sance. Obs. Forms: see Dis- 
pleasant. [a. OB', desplaisance (13th c. in ITatz.- 
Darm.), mod.F. diplaisance, f. desplaisant : see 
next and -ance. Cf. also Displacence, Displi- 
CENCE. Still stressed on final ^1530 by Skelton.] 
The fact of being displeased ; displeasure, dissatis- 
faction, discontent, annoyance, vexation; a cause 
or instance of this, a grievance, trouble. 

C1340 Hampole Prose Tr. 11 Wordes of myssawe ne vn- 
honeste ne of displesance. c 1386 Chaucer Pard. Prol. fy 
T. 92 Thus quyte I folk, that doon vs displesances. c 1430 
Lydg. Min. Poems (Percy Soc.) 48 So it be noon dysple- 
saunee to your pay. X483 Cath. Angl. 98/1 A Desplesance ; 
grauamen, aggravamen. 1485 Caxton Chas. Gt. 82 He 
was in grete desplaysaunce. 1309 Barclay Shyp Folys 
(1570) .126 Justice ought to be wayed . . Not rigorously for 
wrath or displeasaunce. 1590 Spenser F. Q. ii. x. 28 Whose 
simple answere .. him to displeasaunce moov’d. [x886 J. 
Payne Decameron I 29 Albeit the husbandmen die there 
.. the displeasance is there the less.] 

f Displea-sant, a. Obs. Forms: 4-5 des-, 
4-7 dis*, 5-6 dys-, 4-6 -pies-, 5 -pleys-, -plays-, 
3-7 -pleas-, 4-7 -ant, 5-6 -aunt. [a. OF. des- 
plaisant, ppl. adj. of despiaire to Displease.] 

1 . That displeases or causes displeasure or annoy- 
ance; displeasing; unpleasant; disagreeable. 

1481 Caxton Myrr. iii. viii, 147 One is colde, rayny, and 
more desplaysant than thother. c 1510 Barclay Mirr. Gd. 
Manners (1570) G iv, Clense thy bedchamber from all dis- 
pleasant sent. 1556 J Heywood Spider $ F, ii. 64 Loue 
causeth friendes to hide displeasant trowth. 1609 Bible 
(D ouay) 1 Sam. xviii. 8 Sa,ul was exceeding angrie, and 
this word was displeasant in his eies, 1668 Palp. Evid . 
Witcher, xox That morning it left a sulfurous smell behind 
it very displeasant and offensive. 

b. Const, to, unto. 

c 1386 Chaucer Pars, T. I* 623 Thanne is this synne moost 
displesant to Crist. <2x450 Knt. de la Tour (186 8) 149 
Pride, whiche is the synne most displesaunt vnto God. 
a 1533 Ld. Berners Gold. Bk. M.AureL (1546) Sijb, If 
your deathe be displeasant to them. 2665 Glanvill Scepsis 
Sci. xiv. 91 What to one is a most grateful odour, to an- 
other is noxious and displeasant. 

2 . Displeased, angry, grieved. 

1483 Caxton Chas. Gt. 62 So desplaysaunt ne sory was 
he neuer as I shal make hym for the. X525 St. Papers 
Hen. VIII, VI. 516 Sens that day that we founde the 
Chancellour so displesaunt for the letters sent. 1530 
Palsgr. 310/2 Displeasant for synne, contrit. 1599 
Hakluyt Voy. II. 1. 131 It was not they y* ought to shew 
one displeasant looke or countenance there against ; but to 
take it patiently. 1709 Strype Ann. Ref. I. vii. 105 They 
looked with a very angry and displeasant eye upon them. 

F Bisplea’santj v. Obs. rare. [f. prec. adj.] 
To render displeasant ; to disquiet, vex. 


DISPLEASE. . 

Hence Displea*santing vbl. sb,, vexing, disquiet- 

.. , 

1628 Feltham Resolves n. xxu. 74 Lamentations that haue 
no better fruit, then the displeasanting of the soule, that 
ownes them. 

f L isplea*santly f adv. [f. as prec. + -ly 2.] 

1 . Unpleasantly, disagreeably ; offensively. 

1607 Topsell Four-f Beasts (1658) 429 Before it is ripe, 
it smelleth displeasantly. 

2 . In a displeased or offended manner. 

1340-1 Elyot Image Gov. (1556) *39 h> I speake not dis- 
pleasantly. 1662 J. Chandler Van Belmont’s Oriat. Pref. 
to Rdr., I do humbly beseech you all. .not displeasantly to 
receive my ready poor labour. 1721 Strype Reel. Mem. I. 
xii, 103 He thought the Emperor should take it more dis- 
pleasantly, than if his Holiness had declared himself. 

t Displea*santness. Obs. [f. as prec. + 
-ness.] The quality of being displeasing or un- 
pleasant, unpleasantness ; also, the condition of 
being displeased, displeasure. 

1553 Brende Q. Curtins iii. 29 (R.) When Philip had read 
the letter, hee shewed more tokens of displeasauntnes than 
of feare. 1382 W. Cicill in Bentley Mon. Mairones, Q. 
Catherine’s Lament . Pref., This good Ladie thought no . . 
displeasantnesse to submit hirselfe to the schoole of the 
crosse. 1663 J. Webb Stone-Heng (1725) 42 They present 
. .a certain kind of Displeasantness to the Eye. 

Displease (displrz), v. Forms: 4~5desplese, 
(dispiess) ; 4-6 dis-, dysplese, displece, -pleis, 
5 dysplayse, 5-6 dysplease, 5- displease, [a. 
OF. desplais-, pres, stem of desplaisir , despiaire 
(pres. subj. - place , - plaise ), in AF. desplere , desplese , 
refashioned repr. of L. displicere , Rom. *displacere : 
cf. It. dispiace're , Sp. desplacer, Pr. despiacer\ see 
Please, The 16th c. ea represented an AF. and 
ME. open £ from OF. at.'] 

1 . intr. To be displeasing, disagreeable, or offen- 
sive ; to cause displeasure, dissatisfaction, or dislike. 

(This is app. the original use, as in Fr. and L. ; but in later 
Eng. it passes into an absolute use of the transitive sense 2.) 

13.. £. E. A Hit. P. C. x Patience is a point, J?a3 hit dis- 
plese ofte. 14x4 Brampton Penit . Ps. xiv. 17 He may sone 
dysplese and greve. 1484 Caxton Chivalry 98, I wold 
demaunde a question yf I shold not displease. 1626 Bacon 
Sylva (J.), Foul sights do rather displease, in that they 
excite the memory of foul things. 1705 Pope Spring 83 
Ev’n spring displeases, when she shines not here. 1856 
Emerson Eng. Traits , Manners Wks. (Bohn) II. 46 They 
dare to displease. 

t b. const, to. Obs. [ « F. diplaire a, or with 
dative ; L. displicere with dati] 
c 1374 Chaucer Boeth. 1. pr. iii. 6 (Camb. MS.) To dis- 
plese to wikkede men. c 1380 Wyclif Serm. Sel. Wks. I. 
196 pis displesip to sinful men. 14x3 Pilgr. Sowle (Caxton 
1483) 111. viii. 55 For somtyme theyr lewd lyf displesid to 
them seluen. c 1425 Wyntoun Cron. vi. xvi. 29 That til 
hyr fadyr dysplesyd noucht. 148a Caxton G. de la Tour 
D vij b, Thexcusations of Eue displeasid moche to god. 

2 . trans. [The object represents an earlier dative: 
cf. Fr. cela me deplatt, cela deplait a Dieu.'] To 
be displeasing or disagreeable to ; to excite the dis- 
pleasure, dissatisfaction, or aversion of ; to offend, 
annoy, vex, make angry. 

13. . E. E. Allit. P. B. 1136 penne pou dry3tyn dyspleses 
wiih dedes ful sore. 1393 Gower Con/'. III. 253 If it shulde 
him nought displese. c 1400 Maundev. (Roxb.) vi, 20 If 
pai speke any thing pat displesez pe sowdan. c 1400 Apol. 
Loll. 83 To do synne, & displece God, & deserue peyn. 
^•1440 GestaRom. (1838)11. xxxviii. 399 It displeasethe me 
mekelle, that ever I come hedir. 1474 Caxton Chesse 4 He 
put them al to deth that displesid him. 1529 Supplic. to 
King 53 Afrayed to speake the trewethe, lest they shulde 
dysplease men. 1596 Shaks. Tam. Shr. 1. i. 76 Let it not 
displease thee good Bianca, For I will loue thee nere the 
lesse my girle. 1596 — x Hen. IV, 1. iii. 122 You shall heare 
in such a lcinde from me As will displease^ ye. x6n Bible 
Jonah iv. 1 Bvt it displeased lonah exceedingly, and he was 
very angry, 1624 Capt. Smith Virginia iv. 112 This answer 
. . much displeased him. X700 S. L. tr. Fryke’s Voy . E. Ind, 
335 When I considered her . .as to her Fortune, I must con- 
fess she did not altogether displease me. X734 Arbuthnot 
in Swift’s Lett. (1766) II. 203 The world, in the main, dis- 
pleaseth me. 1841 W. Spalding Italy ^ It. 1 st. III. 150 
The picture ... is one which displeases taste. 1873 Jowett 
Plato (ed. 2) III. 223, I will not oppose you, lest I should 
displease the company. 

fig. 1590 Shaks. Mids. N. in. ii, 54 He beleeue as soone. . 
that the Moone May through the Center creepe, and so 
displease Her brothers noonetide. 1603 — Meas.forM.iw 
i. 13 My mirth it much displeas’d, but pleas’d my woe. 1611 
Beaum. & Fl. Maid's Trag. iv. i, E. Come, you will make 
me blush. Mel. I would, Evadne; I shall displease my 
ends else. , 

f b. rejl. and intr. = be displeased : see c. Obs. 

13.. E. E. Allit. P. A. 422 * Blysful quoth I, ‘ may pis 
be trwe, Dysplesez not if I speke errour’. X377 Langl. P. PI. 
B. xiii. 135 ‘At 3owre preyere ’, quod pacyence po, *so no 
man displese hym’. a 1450 Knt. de la Tour (1868) 160 
Madame, displese you not thoughe this lady .. goo before. 
C1470 Henry Wallace xi. 2,69 Ye suld dispiess you nocht. 

c. To be displeased : to be dissatisfied, or moved 
to disapprobation or dislike ; to be vexed ; to be 
full of displeasure or indignation., (Expressing 
state rather than action : cf. Displeased ppl. ai) 
Const, with, at, f of, f against ; also with injin., 
or clause. \ 

f 1386 Chaucer Can. Yeom. Prol. 4 T. 457 Beeth no 
tbyng displesed, I yow preye. 1393 Gower Conf III. J 73 
They pray him . . That he will sale no contraire, Wherof 
the king may be . desplesed. £1489 Caxton Sonnes of 
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DISPLUME, 


Aymon xxi. 464 My cosin, be not dysplaysed of that I shall 
telle you. a 1533 Ld. Berners H non Ixv. 222 Make as 
though ye were dyspleasyd with hym. 1548 Halt. 
Citron.,* Edw. / V, (an. 14) 232 b, [He] was sore displeased 
to se hys master made a jesting stoeke. 1563 WinJet 
Four Scoir Thre Quest. Wks. 1888 I. 133 are..dis- 
plesit that We embrase nocht .. 3our new interpretationis. 
2593 Shaks. 2 Hen. VI, r.i. 155 There’s reason he should be 
displeas’d at it. 2612 Bible Hab. iii. 8 Was the Loid dis- 
pleased against the riuers? 1638 Sir T. Herbert Trav, 
(ed. 2) 133 Cynthia also lookt pale, as displeasd with so much 
knavery. 1743 P. Thomas JrnL Anson’s Voy. 16 We should 
not have been displeased . . to- have met them with our 
whole Force. 1829 D’Israeli in Croker Papers (1884) 
28 Jan., So many were displeased at themselves. 

Displeased (displrzd), ppl. a. [f. prec. + ed.] 
The reverse of pleased ; vexed, angry, annoyed. 

1581 Mulcaster Positions xxix. (1887) 109 The thinges, 
which do please the displeased infantes. 1609 Shaks. Tr. 

4- Cr. (Qo. 1) Epistle 4 jT ij, The most displeased with Playes, 
are pleasd with his Commedies. 1659 Gentl. Calling (1696) 

1 16 The Heathens had Incantations torecal their displeased 
Deities. > 1840 J. W. Bowden Gregory VII, I. 174 Too wary * 
to put himself into the power of his displeased sovereign. 

*0 For to be displeased, with its constructions, see 
Displease v. 2 c. 

Displeasedly (-Pzedli), adv. [f. prec. 4 - -ly 2 .] 
In a displeased or vexed manner ; with displeasure. 

cx6ix Chapman Iliad xv. 97 Thus took she place dis- 
pleasedly. 1826 Scott Woods! xxxv, * Have I not said it? ’ 
answered Cromwell, displeasedly. 1856 Titan Mag. July 
10/r He muttered the last words displeasedly. 

t Displea*sedness« Obs. [f. as prec. + -ness.] 
Displeased state or condition, discontent. 

1361 T. Norton Calvin's Inst. iii. 197 To do penance.. is 
..to vtter a displeasednesse when god is angry with vs. 
2680 Baxter Cath. Commun. iii. (1684) 21 It is not Pleased- 
ness with the evil ; therefore it is Displeasedness, a 17x6 
South Serin, viii. tso(T.) What a confusion and displeased- 
ness covers the whole soul ! 

Displearser. rare. [f. Displease + -erL] 
One who displeases. 

1641 Milton Ch. Govt. n. (1851) 140 It must, .be a hate- 
full thing to be the displeaser, ana molester of thousands. 

Displea'sing, vbl. sb . [f. as prec. + -ing 3 .] 
The action of the verb Displease ; offending. 

1387 Trevisa Higden (Rolls) II. 41 1 Priamus . . hadde 
anon in mynde . d»e displesynge [ H igden contemptus\ of his 
messager Antenor. 1330 Palsgr, 214/ 1 Displeasyng, remors , 
offention. 1580 Baret Alv. D 904 Without any displeasing 
of the tast. 2750 Johnson Rambler No. 26 i» 14 A servile 
fear of displeasing. 

Bisplea*sing 5 ppl a. [f. as prec. + -ing 2 ] 
Causing displeasure, giving offence, disagreeable. 

1402 Pol. Poems (Rolls) II. 17 It is.. displeasing to God, 
and harme to oure soules. 1552 Abp. Hamilton Catech. 
(1884) 30 Displesand and nocht acceptable to God. 1397 
Shaks. 2 Hen. IV. Epil. 10 A displeasing Play. 1643 Mil- 
ton Divorce 11. viii. (1851) 80 By reason of some displeasing 
natural quality or unfitnes in her. 2779 Mad. D’Arblay 
Diary Oct., A rich counsellor .. but, to me, a displeasing 
man. 2843 M. Pattison Ess. (1889) I. 16 [The marriage] 
was also, .highly displeasing to his father Chilperic. 

Hence Bisplea’singOy adv. ; Displea’singness. 

a 2652 J. Smith Sel. Disc. viii. 394 Nothing that might .. 
carry in it any semblance of displeasingness. 1690 Locke 
Hum. Und. 11. xxi. (1695) 149 T'is a mistake to think, that 
Men cannot change the Displeasingness or indifierency, 
that is in actions, into pleasure. 2732 Bailey, Displeas - 
ingly, offensively. 1733 Hogarth Anal. Beauty xi. 128 
Although the form .. should be ever so confused or dis- 
pleasingly shaped to the eye! 2842 W. Palmer 6 th. Let. 
to Wiseman 28 A virtual displeasingness in this life. 2843 
Lytton Last Bar. 1. v, Associated displeasingly with re- 
collections of pain. 

Displea’surable* a. rare. [f. Displeasure 
sb. + -able, after pleasurable .] The reverse of 
pleasurable ; unpleasant, disagreeable. Hence 
Bisplea’snrahly adv. 

1660 Hexham, Ongeriesticken , Incommodiously, Displea- 
surably. 2879 H. Spencer Data Ethics xw. 245 The required 
modes of activity must remain for innumerable generations 
in some degree displeasurable. Ibid. 246 A displeasurable 
tax on the energies. 

Displeasure (disple^ui), sb. Forms: a. 5 
des-, dis-, dysplaisir, -playsir, -yr(e. / 3 . dis-, 
dysplaysure, -pleysure, 5-6 dyspleasu.r(e, 6 
displesour, -pleis-, -pleas-, displeasur, -or, 6- 
displeasure. [In type a., a. OF. desplaisir (13th. 
c. in Hatz,-Darm.), mod.F. ddplaisir, subst. use of 
OF. infin. desplaisir to Displease: cf. Pr. des- 
plazer, Sp. desplacer, It. dispiacere, in subst. use. In 
type / 3 ., conformed to Pleasure, which see for the 
relation between plaisir, pleasure] 

1 . The fact or condition of being displeased or 
offended ; a feeling varying according to its inten- 
sity from dissatisfaction or disapproval to anger 
and indignation provoked by a person or action. 

a, . 2484 Caxton Chivalry 82 Yre and dysplaysyre gyuen 
passion and payn to the body and to the sowle. 

2495 Act 11 Hen. VII , c. 57 Pream., All that that he 
hath doon to the displeasure of your Highnes. 1533 Cover- 
dale Nahum i. 2 The Lorde..reserueth displeasure for his 
aduersaries. c 2350 Cheke Matt. iii. 7 Who hath counceld 
to yow, to flie from y> displeasur to come? 1601 Shaks. 

A ll' s. Well 11. v. 38, I know not how I haue deserued to 
run into my Lords displeasure. 1769 Junius Lett. xv. 64 
The royal displeasure has been signified. 2828 Scott 
F. M. Perth xvii, ‘ Thou art severe ’ . .said the Duke of Roth- 
■say, with an air of displeasure. 2856 Froude Hist. Eng. 
\18s8) I. ii. no An indication of the displeasure of Heaven. 


fib. phr. To take (a) displeasure : to take offence, 
take umbrage ; to be displeased. Obs. 

c 2489 Caxton Blattchardyn xxvi. 96 She brought thene 
in remembraunce how swetly he had kyssed her, wherof 
she had take so grete a dyspleasure. 2513. Bradshaw St. 
Werburge 1. 1863, No man was greued nor toke displeasure 
At this sayd mayden. 2620 Shaks. Temp. iv. i. 202. Do 
you heare Monster : If I should Take a displeasure against 
you : Looke you. 2633 Bp. Hall Hard Texts 536 , 1 began 
to take displeasure against them for their wickednesse. . 
f 2 . The opposite of pleasure ; discomfort, un- 
easiness, unhappiness ; grief, sorrow, trouble. Obs. 

a. c 1477 Caxton Jason 70 Appollo . . considering the 
right grete displaisir in which they hadde ben, . .opened all 
the entrees. 2483 — Paris V. 22, I shall deye . .for the 
grete despiaysyr that I have contynuelly in my herte. 

/ 3 . 14 . . Compl. Mary Magd 272 They have him conveyed 
to my displeasure, For here is lafte but naked sepulture, 
c 1489 Caxton Blanchardyn xxxiv. 229 My sayd lady is in 
grete displaysure, & ceaseth not nyght nor day to wysshe 
hym wyth her. 1313 Bradshaw St. Werburge 1. 11 
Men . . Oppressed with pouerte, langour and dyspleasure. 
1632 Lithgow Trav. n. 66 He disappointed died for 
displeasure in his returne. 2630 Lennard tr. Ckarron's 
Wisd. (1658) 24 The humane receiveth. from his body plea- 
sure and displeasure, sorrow and delight. *22704 Locke 
(J.), When good is proposed, its absence carries displeasure 
or pain with it. 2873 W. K. Clifford Lect. (1879) II. 126 A 
feeling . . as distinct . . as the feeling of pleasure in a sweet 
taste or of displeasure at a toothache. 

f b. with a and pi. An instance of this. Obs. 
Cf. 1 fb. 

c 2510 Barclay Mirr. Gd. Manners (1570) Cj, Hauing for 
one pleasure displeasures eight or nine. 1342 Boorde 
Dyetary viii. (1870) 246 It doth ingendre the crampe, the 
gowte & other displeasures. 1681-6 J. Scott Chr. Life 
(1747) III. 338 A mutual Sense and feeling of each others 
Pleasures and Displeasures. 

3 . That which causes or occasions offence or 
trouble ; injury, harm ; a wrong, an offence, arch. 

a. 1470-85 Malory Arthur ix. xix ; I dyd to hym no dis- 
pleasyre. 1481 Caxton Myrr. iu. xiii. 162 Thus auenged 
he hym on her for the displaysir that she had don to hym. 

/ 3 . 2494 F abyan Chron. vi. clxL 154 Y a great daunger that 

he was in agaynste God for the dyspleasurys doon to hym. 
*534 in W. H. Turner Select. Rec. Oxford \2\ They might 
..doe displeasure and execute theire malice upon the in- 
habitants. 1577 Hanmer Anc. Eccl. Hist. (1619) 364 He 
was. .incensed, and promised to worke them a displeasure. 
2390 Shaks. Com. Err. iv. iv. 219 Hast thou delight to 
see a wretched man Do outrage and displeasure to him- 
selfe ? 2662 J. Bargrave Pope A le x. VII (1867) 36 Antonio 
was still a thorn in his side, doing him all the displeasures 
he could. 1866 Howells Venet. Life 19 To do you a service 
and not a displeasure. 

f 4 . A state of unpleasant or unfriendly relations ; 
a disagreement, 'difference’. Obs . 

* 55 o J* Coke Eng . <$• Fr. Heralds (1877'! § 72. 81 Wyllyam 
Conquerour . .upon certayne dyspleasures betwene hym and 
the french kyng, passed., into Fraunce. 2568 Grafton 
Chron. II. 138 A displeasure and variance began Jo growe 
betwene the Constable of the Tower, and the Citizens^ of 
London. 2370-6 LkuzAROKferamb. Kent{ 1826) 215 During 
the displeasure betWeene him and Earle Godwin. 

Displeasure, arch. [f. prec. sb.] trans. 
To cause displeasure to ; to annoy; to displease. 

2340-2 Elyot Image Gov. 109 Hated be he of goddes and 
of men that would you displeasure. 1563 Homilies it. Of 
A Imsdeeds 1. (1859^ 387 He., is both able to pleasure and 
displeasure us. 2625 Bacon Ess., Ambition (Arb.) 227 
When the Way of Pleasuring and Displeasuring, lieth by 
the Favourite. 1829 Southey O. Newman vi, Not for 
worlds Would X do aught that might displeasure thee. 
1849 Whittier Marg. Smith's Jml. Prose Wks. 1889 I. 25 
Our young gentleman, not willing to displeasure a man so 
esteemed as Mr. Richardson, 
fb. trans/. Obs. 

2370 Dee Math. Prcf. 24 Elementall bodies, are altered. . 
and displeasured, by the Influentiall working of the Stinne. 

Displea'surement. rare. [f. prec. + -ment.] 
Displeasure. 

2882 Symonds Animi Figura 134 He Quailed ’neath his 
Maker’s just displeasurement. 

T Displei'ted, pa.pple. Obs. [f. Dis- 6 + pleit , 
Plait, Pleat v. + -ed.] Not marked with pleats 
or folds ; free from folds. 

1619 Lushington Repet ition-Serm. in Phenix (1708) II, 
484 The Kerchief so wrapt and displeited, as tho yet it had 
not been us’d ; and yet so laid aside, as tho he would have 
come again. 

Disple*ndour, V. nonce-wd. [f.*#-=Dis- 7 a 
+ Splendour.] trans. To deprive of splendour. 

2834 Syd. Dobell Balder xxiv. 265 Sole wandering, like 
an unasserted god — Displendoured, undeclared, but not 
unknown. 

Displenislx (disple-nij), v. Sc. [f. Dis- 6 + 
Plenish v. to furnish: cf. Deplenish.] trans. 
To deprive of furniture or supplies of any kind ; to 
divest of (farm) stock ; to disfumish. 

2639 R. Baillie Lett. (2775) I. xi, 166 Albeit we had got 
these two years a great store of arms . . yet we were . . sore 
displenished before. 2873 Geikie Gt. Ice Age i. 1 Large 
areas of forest-land had been displenished. 

Hence Disple’msMngz^/.^. ; also Bisple'nish 
sb., Bisple mishment , the action of displenishing. 

DisplenisHingy sale (Sc.), a sale of farm stock and utensils 
at the expiry of a lease. 

2863 Montrose Standard 24 Aug. 1 Displenish sale of 
growing corn. 1864 H. Brit. Advertiser 21 May, Dis- 
plenishuig Sale . . at Orbost, Isle of Skye . . Cattle, Stock, 
and Household Furniture. 2893 C. A. Mollyson Parish 
of Fordoun v. 107 An important displenish sale. 

Displeyer, obs. form of Dice-player. 


+ Bisplieable, a. Obs. [ad. medX. displici - 
bills displeasing (Du Cange), f. JL displicere to 
Displease, with Eng. suffix -able.] Displeasing. 

1472 Ripley Comp. A Ick. Pref, in Ashm. (1652J 221 That 
never my lyvyng be to thee dysplycable. 

f DrspEceuce. Obs. [ad. L. displicentia dis- 
pleasure, f. displicere to Displease. Cf. the earlier 
Displacence.J Displeasure, dissatisfaction. 

2603 Bell Motives cone . Romish Faith 102 Durand saieth, 
the faulte is remitted in purgatorie, for the displicence of 
venials, which the soules haue in that place. 1648 # W. 
Mountague Devout Ess . 1. ii. § 2. (R.), rut on a serious 
displicence ,. that they may not incurre this menace of 
Christ, ‘Woe be unto you that laugh now’. 2680 Baxter 
Catk.Cojnmun.{ 1684* 16 Complacence is the first act of the 
will upon Good as Good . . Displicence is its contrary, and 
its object is Evil as Evil. 2736 H. Coventry Philem . to 
Hyd. (T.), Devotion towards heaven, and a general dis- 
plicence and peevishness towards every thing Besides. 

Displicency(di*splisensi). [f. as prec. + -ency.J 
The fact or condition of being displeased or dis- 
satisfied ; — Displaoency. Self-displicency : the 
condition of being dissatisfied with oneself. 

2640 Bp. Reynolds Passions xxxi. 320 A selfe-displicency 
and severity towards our owne Errours. 16S0 Baxter 
Cath. Cojnmun. USfy) 20 Aquinas, Scotus, Ockam, Duran- 
dus. .commonly ascribed Displicency, as well as Compla- 
cence to God. 2743 J. Mason Self-Knowl. 1. xvi. <2853) 119 
Complacency and Displicency in reference to the Objects of 
the Mind. 2816 Bp. J. Jebb Let. in Life Xxi. 52 3 It is not 
without self-displicency, and self-accusation, that _ I look 
upon,. your letter. 2880 J. Ward in Encycl. Brit, XX. 
70/2 (Psychology) The like holds where self-complacency or 
displicency rests on a sense of personal worth or on the 
honour or affection of others. 

Drspliment. nonce-wd. [from compliment : 
cf. Dis- 9.] An uncomplimentary speech. 

1868 Helps Realmak xvii, It was a high compliment: 
delicately veiled . AH my displiments (if I may coin a word 
for the occasion) are (when unmasked) highly complimen- 
tary. 

JDispling, vbl. sb. and ppl. a . : see Disple. 

t Bisplo*d©, v- Obs. [ad. L. displod-ere to 
burst asunder, f. Dis- I + plaudere to clap.] a. 
trans. To drive out or discharge with explosive 
violence, b. intr. To burst with a noise ; to 
explode. Hence Displo*ded, Displo'ding ppl. 
ad/s. 

2667 Milton P. L. vi. 605 Rankt . . In posture to displode 
thir second tire Of Thunder. _ 1704 Swift T, Tub viii. 
(1709) 97 Fetching it .. in certain bladders, and disploding 
it among the sectaries in all nations. 2708 J. Philips Cyder 
1. 13 More dismal than the loud disploded Roar Of brazen 
Enginry. 1742 Young Nt. Th. vi. 488 Like rubbish from 
disploding engines thrown, Our magazines of hoarded 
trifles fly. 28x2 F. Jeffrey in Edin. Rev. Nov. 332 The 
pent-up vapours disploded with the force of an earthquake. 

T DlSplO'sion. Obs. [n. of action f. L. displod- 
ere, dispios- to Displode ; cf. Explosion.] The 
action of disploding ; explosive discharge. 

2656 Blount Glossogr ., Dispiosion , a breaking asunder as 
a bladder. 1666 G. Harvey Morb. Angl. iv. 32 That im- 

? etuous dispiosion of blood to a great distance. 1715-20 
'ope Iliad xvi. 904 note (Seager) After the dispiosion of 
their diabolical enginry. 274a Young Nt. Th. ix. 793 As 
when whole^ magazines, at once, are fir’d.. The vast dis- 
piosion dissipates the clouds. 1790 H. Boyd Ruins of 
Athens, With horrible dispiosion doom’d to shake The 
thrones of Elam. 

t Displo*siv€j, a. Obs. [f. as prec. + -rvE ; efi 
Explosive.] That pertains to dispiosion or ex- 
plosive discharge ; eruptive. 

1721 Derham in Phil. Trans. XXVII. 276 Smoaking, 
Displosive. .Matter, that causeth a new Eruption. 

t Displo*t, v. Obs. [Dis- 6 or 7.] a. intr. 
To undo a plot or plan. b. trans. To dis- 
arrange. 

1600 Arp. Abbot Exp. Jonah 592 Which of these had not 
much leifer that all the state should be troubled, than his 
haire be displOtted. 1683 Chalkhill 7' he alma <5- CL 29 Still 
his working brain Plots and displots, thinks and unthinks 
again, 

Displume (displ£*m), v. [f. Dis- 7 a + Plume 
sb. ; but in Caxton prob. ad. obs. F. desplumer ‘to 
plume or deprive of feathers * (Cotgr.).] 

+ 1. trans. Of birds : To cast (their feathers) ; to 
moult. Obs. 

2480 Caxton Ovid's Met. xi. i, Lyke as the fowles dys- 
plume theyr fethers and the trees theyr levys. 

2 . To strip of plumes ; = Deplume i. 

2623 tr. Favine's The at. Hon. n* i. 63 Desirous to dis- 
plume the great Romanic Eagle. 2872 Swinburne Songs 
be/. Sunrise y Wastes Where the wind’s wings break Dis- 
plumed by daylong ache And anguish of blind snows, 
b. transf. andy%: = Deplume 2. 

2606 Sylvester Du Bartas 11. iv. 1. Trophies 1347 Hura- 
blenes may flaring Pride displume. 26x4 Jackson Creed 
iii. To Rdr, Avj a, Academicall wits might displume them 
of these figge-tree leaues and manifest their nakednes to 
the world. 2856 R. A. Vaughan Mystics (i860) II. x. ii. 
196 Fenelon, so pitiably displumed of all his shining virtues. 
Hence Disphrmed ppl \ a. 

1660 F. Brooke tr. Le Blatte's Trav. 250 Abundance of 
tame ducks, an d a number of displumed geese. 1824 W. Tay- 
lor in Monthly Mag. XXXVIII. 440 A helmet dis- 
plumed overshades his gray hair. 2827 Southey in Q. Rev. 
XXXV. 139 His companion, .reported the vanquished and 
displumed condor to be still alive. 1883 Stevenson Sil- 
verado Sq. (18 86; 5 The displumed hills stood clear against 
the sky. 


• DISPOIHT. 


490 


DISPORT, 


Dispnoea : see Dyspncea. 

Dispoil(e, obs. form of Despoil. 

t Dispoimt, v . 1 Obs. Also 5 des-, 5-6 dis-, 
dyspoynt. [a. OF. despointier, •pointer (14th c. 
in Godef.), f. des-, Dis- 4 + pointier in apointier 
to Appo mr; cf. obs. It. dispontare, dispuntare to 
disappoint (Florio).] 

1 . trans. To dismiss (from an appointment), dis- 
card ; to deprive of. [OF. despointer de.] 

1483 Caxton Gold. Leg, 171 b/x Flaccus seyng hymself 
dyspoynted and mocked torned hymself. X489 — Faytes 
of A. m. v. 175 Thoo that faille theyre lorde in thys be- 
balffe ought to be dyspoynted of the landes that they soo 
holde. 

2 . To disappoint, balk. Const, of 

1494 Fabyan Chron. v. ciii. 78 Crarayrus was thus dis- 
poynted of the ayde of Conobalde. 1530 Palsgr. 521/1, 
I dispoynt, or hynder him of his purpose, or I breake a 
poyntement with a person. 1534 More Treat, Passion 
Wks. 1313/1 Who so for goddes sake is contente to lacke an 
bowse, shall not be dyspoynted when they shoulde nede it. 
*535 Coverdale Ps, xvi[i]. 13 Vp Lorde, dispoynte him & 
cast him downe. 1565 Golding Ovid’s Met . xi. (1567) 136a, 
But Phebus streyght preuenting y 9 same thing, Dispoynts 
the Serpent of his bit, and turnes him into stone. 

Dispoint, vA rare. [f. Dis- 7a + Point si. Cf. 
obs. It .dispuntare, mod. spuntare , Sp. despuntar 
to take off the point] trans. To deprive of the 
point. 

? x6xx Sylvester Du Bart as n. iv. iv. Decay 905 His 
hooks dispointed disappoint his haste. 

t Dispoi'ntment. Obs. rare. In 5 des-. [a. 
OF. despointeinent (15th c. in Godef.) : see Dis- 
joint v. 1 and -MENT.] Deprivation of or dismissal 
from appointment or office. 

1484 Caxton Curtail 5 They . . that ben hyest enhaunsed 
ben after theyr despoyntement as a spectacle of enuye. 

Dispoliate, -afcion, var. ff. Despoltate, etc. 

1607 Bp. J. King Serm. Nov. 24 Excommunicate, depose, 
dispoliate Eagle and Falkons. 2658 Phillips, Dispoliation. 

Dispolltrte, v. rare . [Dis- 6.] trans. To 

free from pollution. 

x86a Sat. Rev. XXV. 537/2 The Thames— to use their own 
recondite word — is not ‘ dispolluted 1868 Standard 21 
Mar. 5/1 To combine the whole drainage system of London, 
so as to dispollute the Thames. 

Dispond : see Despond. 


Dispondee (doispp’ndi). Pros . [ad. L. di~ 
spondeus , Gr. dicrirbvbaos, f, Dl« 2 + onovdeios 
Spondee. (Also used in L. form.)] A double 
spondee. 

1706 Phillips (ed. Kersey), Dispondxus (In Grammar ), 
a double Spondee, a Foot in Greek or Latin Verse consist- 
ing of Four long Sylables ; as 5rat5res. 1740 Dyche & 
Pardon, Dispondee , in Latin Poetry, a foot consisting of 
four long syllables, or two spondees. 1870 Lowell Study 
Wind. (1886) 241 One has no patience with the dispon- 
dseuses, the paeon primuses. 

Hence »ispon&a*ic a., of or pertaining to a dis- 
pondee : cf. SPONDAIC. In recent Diets. 

Dispone (disp<m*n), v. Chiefly Se. Obs. exc. in 
legal sense 4. Also 5 des-, dyspone, dispoyn, 
6 disponde. [ad. L. disponere to set in different 
places, place here and there, arrange, dispose, f. 
Dis- 1 + pdnb't to place: cf. rare OF. disponer 
(Godef.). Dispoyn and disponde were dialectal 
variants, the latter possibly from OF. despondre. 
The Latin verb exists in It. as disponere , dis- 
porn s, in Sp. dispomr, Pg. despor, and survived in 
OF. despondre. The latter was supplanted by des- 
poser, disposer, as shown under Dispose. Disponer 
was a learned adaptation of disponere.] 

1 1 . trans. To set in order, arrange, dispose. Obs. 

CX374 Chaucer Troylus iv. 936 (964) God seth euery Jring 
, . And hem desponeth, Jyourgh his ordenaunce. 1375 Bar- 
Hour Bruce xi. 39 God , . disponis at his liking, 


Hour Bruce xl 39 God . . disponis at his liking, Liter his 
ordinanss, all thyng. X533 Gau Richt Vay (1888) 90 Lat 
vsz thank thy god lie wil quhilk disponis althing to our 
guid. 1558HS8 Warde tr. Alexis’ Seer, tat b, Putte it, and 
dispone it, in a panne or scillet, upon sifted ashes. 1588 
A. King tr. Catmius' Caiech. 107 Y* clerks .. to assist 
y° priests., to dispone y° people resorting to y e haly 
mysteries. ■ ^ 

1 2 . To dispose physically or mentally to or for 
(something); to incline. Obs. 

CX425 Wyntoun Cron. ix. xxvii. 328 As he dysponit hym 
for that, a 1510 Douglas K. Hart 11. 58 Than ^outhheid 
said . . dispone 30W with me ryde. 1553 Q. Kennedy Com- 
pend. Tract, in Wodrow Soc. Misc. (1844)144 The Spirite 
of God, disjponand eveiy gude Christin man to be the mair 
able to keip the law of God. 16x3 M. Ridley Magn. 
Bodies 12 The Magneticall Inclinatory-needle . . is con- 
formed and disponed unto the Axis of the Earth. 

+ 3 . To dispose of, give away, distribute. Obs. 

(In the form dispond there is perh. confusion with dispend ,) 

1429 Wills $ Inv. N. C. (Surtees 1835) 80 All yees goodes 
and parodies aforesaid I wyll my son doo and dispoyn as 
he wol answer afore god. c 1500 Lancelot 1774 His gudis al 
for to dispone also In his sendee. 11545 Wills 4 Inv. N. C. 
(1835) 113 Qwhom I mayke my Executoure to dispone and 
ordane all thynges for the heal the of my soulle. 1580 Ibid. 
432 My goodes I will that it be disponded Amongeste 
yowe thre. 

th. To expend, lay out {upon some object). 

1570 Bp, of Ross in Robertson Hist. Scotl. App. 67 The 
sums you writ for, to be disponit upon the furnishing of the 
Castle of Edinburgh. 


4 . Sc. Law . To make over, convey, assign, grant, 
officially or in legal form. 

a *555 Lyndesay Tragedy 348 Imprudent Prencis. .Quhilk 
doitb dispone all office spiritual!. 1560 in Tytler Hist. 
Scot i (1864) III. 397 The duke’s grace ..is already disponing 
to sundry men certain rowmes in these north parts. 1639 
Mrq. Hamilton Explan. Meaning Oath 26 All bishopricks 
vaicking .. shall be only disponed to actuall preachers and 
ministers in the kirk. 1721 Wodrow Corr. (1843) 1 1. 577 
The person who disponed the ground not being able to 
make his right to it good. 2832 Austin Jnrispr. (1879) II. 
li. 864 It is of the essence of property that the person pre- 
sently entitled may dispone the property, s86i W. Bell 
Diet. Law Scot. 292 The disponer or maker of the deed 
‘sells and dispones’, or where the deed is gratuitous, 

‘ gives, grants, and dispones ’, the subject of the deed to the 
receiver, who is technically called the disponee. 

1 5 . intr. or absol. To order matters, arrange, 
make disposition or arrangement. Obs. 

cisoo Lancelot 1590 This maister saith, ‘ How lykith god 
dispone ! 1 2508 Dunbar Poems iv, 98 Sen for the deid remeid 
is non, Best isthatwe for dede [i.e. death] dispone. ^ 2500-20 
Ibid, xxxvl. 13 Quhill thow hes space se thow dispone . . 
Thyne awin gud spend quhill thow hes space. <2x605 
Montgomerie Misc . Poems xxxiv. 36 All lyes into 3our 
will. As 3e list to dispone. 

t 6. intr. with of {on, upon)'. To dispose of, 
deal with. Obs. 

a. C1374 Chaucer Troylus v. 300 Of my moeble b 0w dis- 
pone Right as ]>e semeth best is for to done. 2535 Stewart 
Cron. Scot. III. 24 Of his tua sisteris first he wald dispone. 
c 1565 Lindesay (Pitscottie) Ckron.Scot. (1768)120 ( J am.) No 
casualty could fall to the King in Scotland but was disponed 
of by the advice of Cochran. 

b. 1546 Sc, Acts Mary (18x4) 474 (Jam.) It is vneertane 
how thai will dispone vpoun him, and quether that will let 
him to liberte or nocht. 2639 J. Corbet Ungirding Scott. 
Arm. 16 Yow spair not. .to. .dispone upon the Kings forts 
and castles, as you think good. 2818 Scott Br. Lamm . v, 
The Laird of Bucklaw’s fine to be disponed upon. 2820 — 
Monast. xxxiii, To dispone upon the goods. 

Hence Dispo'ned ppl. a., assigned, conveyed, 
made over; Disposing vbl, sb., disposing. 

1564 J. Rastell Confut. Jewells Serm. 114 b, The 
niakyng or disponing of any creature. 2823 Brown Hist. 
Brit. Churches I. in. 72 These or higher superiors might 
seize on said disponed houses or lands for themselves. 

Dispone© (dispffamr). Sc. Law. [f. prec. + ; 
-ee.] The person to whom property is conveyed. 

1746-7 Act 20 Geo. II, e. 50. § 12 A procuratory of resigna- 
tion in favour of such purchaser or disponee. 1773 Erskine 
Inst. Law Scotl. 11. vii. § 3 (Jam.) Such right, after it is 
acquired by the disponer himself, ought not to hurt the 
disponee. 1863 Paterson Hist. Ayr II. 771 He purchased 
the regality of Failfoord from the disponees of Sir Thomas 
Wallace Dunlop. 

Disponent (disponent), a. [ad. L. disponent- 
em, pr. pple. of disponere ; see Dispone.] Dispos- 
ing; inclining in a certain direction, or towards 
a particular end. 

1613 M. Ridley Magn. Bodies 36 The disponent vertue 
of the Magneticall globe of the Earth. 2635 Swan Spec. M. 
vi. § 2 (1643) X97 The sunne is a disponent, though not 
a productive cause of this saltnesse [of the sea]. 1846 Sir 
W. Hamilton Disc, in Reid's Whs. 771 Its exciting, dis- 
ponent . . cause. 

Disponer (dispff«*nsi). Sc, [f. Dispone v.] 
f 1 . One who disposes or arranges. Obs. 

*553 Q* Kennedy Compend. Tract, in Wodrow Soc. 
Misc. (1844) 251 The procuraris, disponaris and upsteraris 
of sick monsterus farssis. 

2 . The person who conveys or makes over property. 
ax 66a D, Dickson Pract. Writ. (1845) I. 229 The dis- 
poner of the inheritance. 1773 [see Disponee], 2814 Scott 
Wav, x, He possessed himself of the estate . » to the pre- 
judice of the disposer’s own flesh and blood. x868 Act 
31-32 Viet. c. 101. § 8 All unrecorded conveyances to which 
the disponer has right. 

Disponge, var. form of Dispunge. 
BispcrniMe, a. [f. L. dispm-ere to Dispone 
+ -ble.] Capable of being disponed or assigned. 
Hence DisponibiTity, capability of being dis- 
poned; condition of being at one’s disposal. 

2862 Times 6 Feb. 8/2 We are glad to have a Government 
in disponibility as well as one actually at work. 

Dispope (disp<?u*p) } t>. [Dis- 7 b. CL med.L. 
dispdpare.] trans. To deprive of the popedom. 

1622 H. Sydenham Serm. Sol. Occ. (1637 ) 298 Whilst they 
endeavour to dis-pope her they would un-bishop all Chris- 
tendom. 1855 Milman Lai. Chr, III. 266 Albert was 
chosen Pope and ‘ dispoped ’ in the same day (Muratori 
says dispapato). _ 1877 T ennyson H arold iai.i. 70, 1 had my 
Canterbury pallium From one whom they dispoped. 

Dispo’pularize, ^ rare. [Dis- 6 ; cf. F. dd- 
populariser.] trans. To deprive of popularity. 

1803 W. Taylor in Ann. Rev. I. 301 A secret disposition 
. . to thwart and dispopularize these ministers. 

t DispO'pulate, *>. Obs. rare. [Dis- 6.] « 

Depopulate. 

1588 R. Parke tr. Mendoza's Hist . China 198 Leauing it 
[the Cittie] beaten downe and depopulated . 

+ Bispopnlo'sity. Obs. rare. [Dis- 9.] Un- 
populous condition. 

2632 Lithgow Trav. rv. 166 There is another reason of 
the dispopulosity of these parts. 

Disport (dispd9*.it), sb. arch. Also 4-5 des-, 
5 dys-. [a. AF. disport, OF. desport, commonly 
deport 1 disport, sport, pastime, recreation, pleasure * 
(Cotgr.), f. ck$porter\ see next. For sense 5, cf. 
Depoet j^.] 


1 . Diversion from serious duties ; relaxation, re- 
creation ; entertainment, amusement, arch. 

2303 R. Brunne Handl. Synne 4110 And come to hym on 
bys dysport To make Florens gode cumfort. 1375 Barbour 
Bruce in. 586 Wes nane that euir disport mycht have Fra 
steryng, and fra rowyng. £1386 Chaucer Man of Law's 
T. 45 T0 Rome for to wende, Were it for chapmanhode or 
for disport. -— Merck . T, 680 Dooth hym disport, he is 
a gen til man. c 1400 Maundev. (1839) xxii. 242 He takep 
his desport passing be the contree. 1483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 
453 b/! Prayed ... that she myght haue .. hir suster wyth 
hir for hir dysporte, comforte and companye. 1502 Priv. 
Purse Exp. Eliz. of York (2830) 84 Item to the Quenes 
grace . . for hure disporte at cardes this Crismas . . C s. 
1603 Knolles Hist. Turks (1621) 30 One day for his dis- 
port, hunting of the wild boare. *728 Pope Dune. 11. Argt„ 
The Goddess is first pleased for her disport to propose 
games to the Booksellers. 2820 Scott Ivanhoe xvii, I would 
find myself both disport and plenty out of the King’s deer. 
x88t Rossetti Ball. $ Sonn. 117 The King and all his 
Court Were met .. for .solace and disport. 

2 . Anything which affords diversion and enter- 
tainment; a pastime, game, sport, arch. 

c 1380 Sir Ferumb. 2217 Tel me furst by j?y lay ; wat doJ> 
^our men of fraunce; Of jiure disport & ek hure play. 
c 2400 Maundev. (1839) iii. 17 A fair place for just- 
ynges or for other Pleyes and desportes. 2576 Fleming 
Cains’ Eng. Dogs ii. in Arb. Garner HI. 24b l->ogs serving 
the disport of Fowling. 2604 Shaks. Oth. 1. iii. 272 That my 
Disports corrupt, and taint my busin esse. 2654 Gat aker Disc. 
Apol. 20 Libertie, for some Disports that might be used on 
the Sabbath. 1690 E. Gee Jesuit’s Mem. 126 Some honest 
kind of Disports. i86x Our Eng. Home 21 The display of 
those pageants and disports which enlivened the repast, 
f 8. Merriment, mirth, fun. Obs. 
cx 386 Chaucer Frol. 138 Sikerly she was of greet desport, 
And ful plesaunt, and amyable of port. 1659 Heyun 
Aniniadv. in Fuller's Appeal (1840) 321 It was. .a matter 
of no mean disport amongst the people for a long time 
after. 2720 Gay Poems { 1745* I. 1x7 They . . in disport 
surround the drunken wight. 2801 Strutt Sports Past . 
in. vi. 220 To the great amusement and disport of the polite 
spectators. 

f 4 . The making sport of. Obs. rare. 

1667 Waterhouse Fire Land. 259 King Sesos trio -.caused 
four captive Kings to draw his Coach, .he prided his incon- 
stant Fortune, in the desport of their Vassalage, 
f 5 . Bearing, carriage, deportment. Obs. rare. 

1761 Sterne Tr. Shandy IV. xxii, I carried myself . . in 
such fanciful guise of careless disport, that right sore am 
I ashamed now. 

Disport (dispoo-it), v. Forms : 4-5 desporte, 
5-6 dys-, 5- dis-. [a. AF. desporier (Bozon), 
OF. desporier, depporter, usually deporier, to divert, 
amuse, please (.Godef.) ; refi. Ho cease, forbeare, 
leaue off, giue ouer ; also to disport, play, recreate 
himselfe, passe away the time’ (Cotgr.) ; f. des-, 
Dis- I + porter L. port are to carry, bear. For 
the sense ‘ divert/amuse’, cf. the similar develop- 
ment of F. diver tir, deduire , the notion being that 
of turning, leading, or carrying away the attention 
from serious or sad occupations.] 

1 1 . trans. To divert (from sadness, ennui, or the 
like) ; to amuse, to entertain. Obs. 

c 1374 Chaucer Troylus iv. 696 (724) pey gonnen here 
comforten .. And with here tales wenden here disporten. 
1393 Gower Conf. I. 75 Tho was pis wofull wif conforted 
Be alle weies and desported. c 2430 Lydg. M in. Poems 15. 
Pip[in]s, quinces, blaunderelle to disport. And the pome- 
cedre corageos to recomfort. 1638 Sir T. Herbert Trav. 
<ed.2)27sHee forces Barames to weare womens appareU, and 
with a Distaffe in ’s hand to disport the insulting multitude. 
2665 Ibid. (1677) 12 Well I remember that all the way we 
sail’d . . we were disported by Whales. 

2 . refi. To disport oneself', to cheer, divert, 
amuse, or enjoy oneself; to occupy oneself pleasur- 
ably; now esp. to play wantonly, frolic, gambol, 
sport ; to display oneself sportively. 

£1385 Chaucer L. G. W. 1442 Hipsiph. Medea (Camb. 
MS.), To saylyn to that lond hym to disporte, <.-1400 
Maundev. (Roxb.) xxxiv, 254 pare in will he sitt .. for to 
disporte him and take pe aer. 2530 Palsgr. 521/1 Go dis- 
porte you with them, they be good felowes. 1593 Shaks. 
3 Hen . VI, iv. v. 8 He bath . . attended with weake guard, 
Come hunting this way to disport himselfe. a 1649 Drumm. 
of Hawth. Hist. Jas. V. Wks. {17x2) 104 Whilst he dis- 
ported himself at the court of France. 1743 Warburton 
Comm. Pope's Ess. Man Wks.1811 XI. 3542 After having dis- 
ported himself at will, in the flowery paths of fancy. *879 
Beerbohm Patagonia 9 Seabirds were disporting themselves 
in the water. 1887 Bowen Virg. Eclog. vi. 2 My Muse in 
Sicilian measure was well Pleased to disport her. 

S. intr, (for «*prec. 

1480 Caxton Chron. Eng, ccxliii. (1482) 287 The emperour 
come in to englond to kyng Henry with hym to speke 
and to disporte. 1591 Spenser Dafhn. 118, I her caught 
disporting on the. greene. x6oo J. Pory tr. Leo's Africa 
n. 157 Every man runs to the taverne to disport . . and to 
bee drunken. 1712-14 Pope Rape Lock 11. 66 Where light 
disports in # ever-mingling dyes. 1809 Campbell Gerir. 
Wyom, 1. iii, The flamingo . . disporting like a meteor on 
the lakes. *847 J. Wilson Chr, North (1857) II. 21 See 
the cubs disporting at the mouth of the briery aperture. 
t 4 . ? To deport oneself. Obs. rare. 

1x450 Lonelich Grail xxxvi. 281 At themperours table 
Iset he was, and there disported hym al that day As a man. 
that In letargye lay. 

f 5 . trans. ? To divert, or turn away, Obs. rare. 
1450 Poston Lett. No. 222. I. 263 The day of oier and 
termyner shall holde at Norwich on Moneday next comyng, 

' and by that cause my Lord of Oxenford shall be disported 
of (his comyng to the Parlement. 
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•j* Bisportation. Obs. rare . [f. Bis- i 4 L. 
portfire to carry ; see -ation.] The action of 
carrying away or in different directions. 

1622 Malynes A tic. Law-Merch. 413 Merchants cannot 
enter into consideration of the quantitie of forreine commo- 
dities imported at deere rates, and the natiue commodities 
at lesser rates exported, .. by the disportation whereof, 
cdmmeth an euident ouerballancing of commodities. 

t Dispo*rter. Obs. [f. Disport v. + -erI.] 
One who makes sport or jests ; a jester, juggler. 

1452-50 tr. Hidden (Rolls) IV. 31 Bledgarec . . callede god 
of disporters [Higden dens joculaiorum\ 

Hence f Dispo*rberess, Obs., a female jester. 

<7x430 Pilgr. Lyf Mcmhode 1 v. xxxvi. (1869' 194, I thouhte 
she was a jow^leresse and a disporteresse to folk. 

Dispo*rtmg, vbl. sb. [f. Disport v. 4 -ingI.] 
The action of the verb Disport ; diversion, amuse- 
ment ; sportive action, gambolling. 

1561 T. Hoby tr. Castiglione's Courtyer 1. B, Their ac- 
customed trade of disporting^ and ordinary recreations. 
1593 T. W AT&on l'ears of Fancie xxvi. Poems (Arb.) 191 It 
pleasd my Mistris once to take the aire Amid the vale of 
lone for her disporting. 1809 W. Irving Knickerb. u. iv. 
(1849) 102, I must fain resign all poetic disportings of the 
fancy. 1887 L. Oliphant Episodes 149 The clumsy dis* 
portrags of a baby elephant. 

[Disporting (k.» from Prynne), misprint of 
dispoiling, Despoiling in Act 1 Hen. VII. c. 6.] 
Dispo*rtive, a. rare . [f. Disport v. 4 -ive ; 

cf. sportive .] Inclined to disport ; sportive. Hence 
Dispo*rtiveIy adv., in sport. 

1773 J. Ross Fratricide 1. 739 (MS.) Abel to him calls 
The sons of Cain disportive from his side. 1793 J. Williams 
Auth. Mem. Warren Hastings 48 Nero disportively made 
Innocence and Merit bleed. 1810 Morning Herald 30 Apr., 
Tinting the cheeks of their royal brethren, disportively, as 
they passed. 1813 T. Busby Lucretius 11. 353 The fleecy 
breed . .on the joyous grass disportive feed. 

Bispo rtment. [f. as prec. 4 -ment.] Diver- 
sion, amusement ; -= Disport sb. 

1660 H. More Myst. Godl. 81 With their obscene gestures 
and meretricious disportments. Ibid. 150 The enjoyment 
of those disportments and pleasures. 1804 National Ob- 
server x;j Jan. 221/1 The old-style novelist plunged into 
a Bohemia of love and debt and disportment. 
Disposabi'lity. [f. next 4 -ity.] The quality 
of being disposable ; ability to be disposed of. 

1830 Examiner 67/1 The disposibility of the person by 
Government has obviously been the only point considered. 
*833 Fraser's Mag. VII. 655 What can bring back the com- 
mand and disposability of back-rents, while the present 
national debt remains. 1858 J. Martineau Stud. Chr. 352 
The ultimate security— on whose disposability in the last 
resort, .the very existence of Society depends. 

Disposable (dispffuzab’l), a. Also 7 dispos- 
able, 8-9 disposeable. [f. Dispose v. 4 -able.] 

1 . Capable of being disposed or inclined ; inclin- 
able ( to something), rare. 

1632 Gaule Magastrom. 1x3 That the pupill be naturally 
inclined to the art, or easily disposable thereto. x88o [im- 
plied in Disposableness : see below]. 

2 . Capable of being disposed of ; that may be 
got rid of, made over, or dealt with in some way ; 
capable of being put to some use, available ; at 
(some one’s) disposal. 

1643 Prynne Treachery 4 Disloyalty , etc. v. 85 (R.) Most 
of the great officers, .are hereditary, and not disposable by 
the king, a 1679 T. Goodwin Wks. II. iv. 124 (R.) Hisown 
mercy and grace . . the riches thereof are disposable no way 
but to the use and benefit of creatures. 1796 Burke Regie. 
Peace n. Wks. VIII. 252 The great riches . . easily afforded 
a disposeable surplus. 1812 Wellington Disp. 26 Oct. in 
Examiner 23 Nov. 740/2 A very large proportion . . would 
be deposable for service. 1856 Masson Ess., Story of 1770, 
233 They were more disposable as literary ware. 1886 Law 
Rep. 31 Ch. Div. 276 There must be some disposable pro- 
perty under the settlement. 

Hence Dispo sableness. 

1880 H. Macmillan in Sund. Mag. Mar. 173 A disposable- 
ness of mind which fits us to take part in any duty. 

Disposal (disp^zal). [f. Dispose v. + -al 5.] 
The act or faculty of disposing, in various senses. 

tl. The action of arranging, ordering, or regu- 
lating by right of power or possession; control, 
direction, management ; esp. Divine control of the 
course of events ; ordinance, appointment, dispen- 
sation; —Disposition s. Obs. 

1648 Milton Tenure Kings (1650) 3 God, out of his provi- 
dence and high disposal. 1671 — Samson 2x0 Tax not 
divine disposal. 1696 Whiston Th. Earth (1722) 8 An un- 
usual and miraculous disposal of things. 1710 M. Henry 
Comm. Eccl. iii. 14 God changeth his disposals and yet is 
unchangeable in his Counsels. 

2 . The action of disposing of, putting away, get- 
ting rid of, settling, or definitely dealing with. 

*648 Gage West Ind. xiv. 93 A Letter which he had writ 
» . concerning the disposall of our persons. x688 Col. Rec. 
Pennsylv. I. 235 Touching Great Seal's Disposall in his 
absence. 1731 Gay Let. to Swift it Apr. in Swift's Lett. 
(1766) II. 125 Directions about the disposal of your money. 
1869 E. A. Parkes Pract. Hygiene (ed. 3) 505 The disposal 
of the dead is always a question of difficulty. 1885 Law 
Times LXXX. 138/1 To devote about a week .. at the end 
of each sitting to the disposal of these actions. 

8. The action of bestowing, giving, or making 
over ; bestowal, assignment. 

x66o F. Brooke tr. Le Blanc's Trav. 265 To his second 
Son he load given the Seniory . , with other subsequent dis- 
posals. 1727 Pope Th. Var. Subj. iu Swift's Wks. (1755) 


II. 1. 229 To use bis credit in the disposal of an employment 
to a person . . fittest for it. 2783 Burke Sp. E . India Bill 
Wks. IV. X20 The disposal by parliament of any office de- 
rived from the authority of the crown. 

b. Alienation, making over, or parting with, by 
sale or the like. 

2697 Dampier Voy. I. 503 To sell some commodities, that 
he had not yet disposed of. . He chose rather to leave the dis- 
posal of them to some Merchant there. 1843 Stephen Laws 
Eng.( 1874) II. 44 The right of disposal is suspended, a 1853 
Miss Mitford in L’Estrange Life (1870^ I. v. xi8, I am 
happy that the speedy disposal of the pictures will enable 
you . . to settle this unpleasant affair. 

4 . Power or right to dispose of, make use of, or 
deal with as one pleases; control, command, 
management: usually in phr. at {in) one's disposal. 

1630 Wadsworth Pilgr. viii. 82 My Father being dead, 
and I at my owne disposall. 1667 Bp. S. Parker Censure 
Platon. Philos. 7 Though the biggest^ portions of our 
felicity be at our own disposals, a 1698 Temple Ess.,D(f. 
Cond. Life Wks. 1731 I. 308 A Man Publick Affairs, is 
like one at Sea ; never in his own Disposal, but in that of 
Winds and Tides. 17x1 Steele Sfect. No. 154 F 3 Avery 
pretty young Lady, in her own Disposal. X767 Blackstone 
Comm. II. 216 The lords, who had the disposal of these 
female heiresses in marriage. 1836 Froude H ist. Eng. (1858) 

I. 1. 84 Sufficient funds having been, .placed at the disposal 
of the Government. 

5 . Arrangement, placing in a particular order : *» 
Disposition 1. 

x8a8 Webster s.v. Disposal , This object was effected by 
the disposal of the troops in two lines. 1842 Fraser's Mag. 
XXVI. 472 The admirable disposal of the drapery. 1890 
A. Gxssing Village Hampden I. viii. 190 A very tasteful 
disposal about the granary of flowers, .and evergreens. 

Dispose (dispffn-z), v. Also (5 dispoose, dis- 
poyse) ; 5-6 dys-, 6-7 des-. [a. OF. dispose-r, 
rarely desp- (1 2-1 3th c. in Hatzf.), f. L. dis-, Dis- 
1 4 poser to place, lay down (see Pose, Repose) ; 
substituted for L. disponere (which came down in 
OF. as despondre : see Dispone), by form-associa- 
tion with inflexions and derivatives of the latter, as 
dispos , disposition , etc, Cf. Compose, Depose.] 

X. Transitive senses. 

1 . To place (things) at proper distances apart and 
in proper positions with regard to each other, to 
place suitably, adjust ; to place or arrange in a 
particular order, 

1387 Trevisa Higden (Rolls) I. 109 (Matz.) J>e citee . . is 
disposed J?at be water j?at fallej> dounward . . no fen make)? 
and rennej? into cisternes. c 1391 Chaucer Astrol. 1. § 21 
The sterres . . ben disposed in signis' of bestes, or shape like 
bestes. 1348 Hall Chron., Hen. VI (an. 3) 87 b, Or the 
Frenchmen had either desposed their garrison, or appoynted 
their lodgynges. 1576 Fleming Patiopl. EfisL 257 Direc- 
tions and precepts, how you should order and dispose your 
studies. 1590 Spenser F. Q. ii. viii. 26 Words, well dispost, 

[ rimes ghost, host, most] Have secrete powre t’ appease in- 
flamed rage. 1628 Sir J. Beaumont Bosworih F. 659 This 
done, these valiant Knights dispose their Blades. 1628 T. 
Spencer Logick 248 Precepts, which teach vs, to dispose 
arguments in a Syllogisme. 1693 Woodward Nat. Hist. 
Earth Pref., The said Terrestrial Matter is disposed into 
Strata or Layers. 1712 Addison Sped. No. 412 F 7 The 
different Colours of a Picture, when they are well disposed, 
set off one another. 1777 W. Dalrymple Trav. Sp. <$* Port. 
xxvi, The town is situated on a rising ground and hand- 
somely disposed. 1790 Paley Horae Paul. 1. 7, I have dis- 
posed several instances of agreement under separate numbers. 
1885 Athenaeum 23 May 669/1 Verdurous masses of foliage 
and sward disposed with great simplicity and breadth. 

b. To put into the proper or suitable place ; to 
put away, stow away, deposit ; to put (a number of 
things) each into the proper place, distribute. Now 
rare. 

c 1420 Pallad. on Hush. vi. 206 The xxxth day x pounde 
hony dispose In it wel scommed first, and use it soo. 1374 
tr. Martorat's Apocalips 7 Seuerall Churches, which are 
disposed in euery towne & village, according as mans 
necessitie requireth. 1606 Shaks. Tr. $ Cr. iv. v. xx6 His 
blowes are wel dispos’d there, Aiax. 1662 J. Davies tr. 
Mandelslo's Trav. 185 The Gold and Silver is lock'd up in 
Chests, and dispos’d into the Towers of the Castle. Ibid. 
256 No man but hath at least two wives, but dispos’d into 
several huts. 1685 Luttrell Brief Rel. (1857) I. 356 His 
majesties standing forces . . are disposed into severall parts 
of this Kingdom. 1725 Pope Odyss. xm. 87 The chearful 
mates Safe in the hollow deck dispose the cates. 1834 
Med win Angler in Wales II. 258 A dying lamp was dis- 
posed in a niche of the wall. 

f C. gen. To dispose ofj deal with in any way. 
1590 Marlowe 2nd Pt. Tamburl. iv. i, Then bring those 
Turkish harlots to my tent, And I’ll dispose them as it likes 
me best. 

i*d. To place in a particular employment, situa- 
tion or condition ; to assign, appoint. Obs. 

1579 Lyly Euphues (Arb.) 132 A gentleman that hath 
honest and. discreet seruants dysposeth them to the encrease 
of his segnioryes, one be appointeth stewarde of his courtes, 
another ouerseer of his landes. 1662 J. Davies tr. Man- 
dels Ids Trav. 190 All the handsome young Damosels . . to 
be dispos’d into his Ladies service. 1697 Dryden Virg. 
Georg, in. 768 Ye Gods, to better Fate good Men dispose. 

+ 2 . To regulate or govern in an orderly way; to 
order, control, direct, manage, command. Obs. 

1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. 11. xviii. (1495) 42 Angels 
. .haue vnder theym the ordres of men, and ordeyne and 
dyspose theym. c 1430 Lydg. M in. Poems (1840) 149 (Matz. ) 
That Christ Jesus dispoose so the ballaunce, That Petris 
ship be. with no. tempest drownyd, 1530 Palsgr. 521/1, 
I wyll dispose this mater as I shall thynke best. 1581 Savile 
Tacitus* Hist. 1. Ixxvii. (1591) 43 Otho. .disposed the affaires 


of the Empire. x6x8 Chapman Hesiod's Georg. 1.211 [They] 
were such great fools at that age [a hundred years] that 
they Could not themselves dispose a family. 1667 Milton 
P. L. l 246 Be it so, since hee Who now is Sovran can 
dispose and bid What shall be right. 1677 Hale Prim . 
Orig. Man. 1. i. 34 A Regent Principle,. ..which may govern 
and dispose it as the Soul of Man doth his Body. 

*b 3 . To assign or deliver authoritatively. Obs. 
2382 Wyclif Luke xxii. 29 And I dispose to 30U, as my 
fadir hath disposed to me, a rewme. 3548 Udall, etc. 
Erasm. Par. Matt. i. 21 And I will dispose a newe testa- 
ment to the house of Judas. 

■f 4. To bestow, make over, hand over; to deal 
out, dispense, distribute; **= dispose of (sense -8). Obs. 

cx 430 Lydg. Min. Poems (1840) 20 (Matz.) The wiche 
gyfte they goodly ban disposed. 1463 Bury Wills (x85o» 38 
If ony come ovir to dispose it in dedys of ebarite and 
almesse. 1530 Palsgr. 521/1, I dispose goodes to dyvers 
folkes, je distribue. 1623 Whitbourne Newfoundland 89 
Hauing disposed away such fish and traine oyle as they 
take there in the Summer time unto merchants. 1679-88 
Seer. Serv. Money Chas. II fas. II (Camden 1 81 To the 
Bp. of London, to be by him disposed to the poor distressed 
inhabitants of the city . . in respect of the extreme hard 
weather. x68x R. Sheldon Let. in Wood Life (1848) 250 
Her father hauing sent her two or three [copies] to dispose 
amongst her friends. 17x0 Harley in Ellis Orig. Lett. Ser. 
11. I v. 263 The places will be speedily disposed, and the 
chiefest will fall to the share of the Duchess of Somerset. 
x8x8 Cruise Digest (ed. 2) IV. 243 The enjoyment during 
life, and the power of disposing to whatever person and in 
whatever manner she pleased. , 

5 . To put into the proper frame or condition for 
some action or result ; to make fit or ready ; to fit, 
prepare (to do , or to or /^something) ; rejl. to pre* 
pare oneself, get ready, make preparation, arch . 

c 1375 in Rel. Ant. I. 41 It techeth thee how thou schak 
dispose the to almaner of goode lyvynge. c 1386 Chaucer 
Friar* s T. 361 Disposeth ay youre hertes to withstonde 
The feend. <7x489 Caxton Blanchardyn li. 196 Blanch- 
ardyn . . dysposed him self for to retourne ayen toward 
Tormaday. 1538 Starkey England ri. i. x6i Certayn 
remedys . . wych . . schal meruelousely dyspose the partys 
also to receyue cure and remedy. 1376 Fleming Pauopl. 
Epist . 62 Therefore will we dispose our selves to suffer. 
X629 A. Baker in Ellis Orig. Lett. Ser. 11. HI. 257 That the 
prolonging of your daies maie be a meane to dispose you 
for the better departure, when it shall please Goa to call 
you. 1697 Dryden Virg. Georg, iv. 2x4 He knew For 
Fruit the grafted Pear-tree to dispose. 1813 W . Taylor in 
Monthly Rev. LXXVIL 513 Those missionaries who are dis- 
posing themselves to visit the Syrian churches. 1819 Byron 
Proph. Dante 11. 43 All things are disposing for thy doom. 

T b. To make suitable, adapt, suit. Obs. 

2602 Marston Ant. # Mel. Induct. Wks. 1856 I. 3, I but 
dispose ray speach to the habit of my part. 1736 Butler 
Anal. ii. Conclusion 410 Assistance, which nature enables, 
and disposes and appoints them to afford. 

C. To bring into a particular physical or mental 
condition : in pa.pple. ; see Disposed 2, 3. 

6. To put into a favourable mood for (some- 
thing); to give a tendency or inclination to; to 
incline, make prone (to something, or to do some- 
thing). 

a. To incline the mind or heart of ; pa. pple . in- 
clined : see Disposed 4. Also absol. 

c 1340 [see Disposed 4]. <7x430 Stans Puer 4 in Babees Bk. 
27 Dispose )?ou j?ee aftir my doctryne To all nortur )?i corage 
to encline. 1509 Pater nosier , A ve, <5- Creed (W . de W .) A ij, 
A ryght profytable treatyse .. to dyspose men to be ver- 
tuously occupyed in theyr myndes & prayers. 1633 Milton 
Hirelings Wks. 1738 1. 562 Wherof I promis’d then to speak 
further, when I should find God disposing me, and oppor- 
tunity inviting. 1735 Berkeley Def. Free -think, in Ma'h. 
§ 7 Wks. 1871 III. 305 Not that I imagine geometry dis- 
poseth men to infidelity. 1781 Gibbon Decl. 4 F. Ill, 51 
The respectful attachment of the emperor for the orthodox 
clergy, had disposed him to love and admire the character 
of Ambrose. 1853 J. H. Newman Hist. Sk. (1873) H. l L 29 
Circumstances which could not favourably dispose the Hun 
to new overtures. 

b. To impart a physical tendency or inclination 
to ; pa. pple. inclined, liable : see Disposed 5. 
Also absol. 

c X380 [see Disposed 5]. <r 1430 Lydg. Min. Poems (1840) 
197 (Matz.) Satourn disposith to malencolye. 1599 H. 
Buttes Dyets drie Dinner Fviij, In olde time they ate 
Lettuse after supper . . to dispose them selves to sleepe. 
<21682 Sir T. Browne Tracts (1684) 45 The great Mists and 
Dews .. might dispose the Com unto corruption. 1732 
Arbuthnot Rules of Diet 291 Such a state disposeth the 
Humours of the Body to Heat. 1823 J. Badcock Dom% 
Amusem. 18 Smoke dissolves the gelatine, and disposes the 
meat to rancidity. 

II. Intransitive senses. 

7. To make arrangements ; to determine or con- 
trol the course of affairs or events; to ordain, 
appoint. 

Esp. in proverb Man proposes, _ (but) God disposes [tr. 
* Homo proponit, sed Deus disponit,* A Kempis De Imita- 
iione 1. xix.]. 

1382 Wyclif Acts vii. 44 The tabernacle of witnessing was 
with cure fadris in desert, as God disposide to hem. 1388 
— Rev. Frol., Therfor God the Fadir . . disposid with the 
Sone and the Hooli Goost to schewen hem, that me dredde 
hem the lesse. a 1400-30 Alexander 279 Hym . . that shall 
best dispoyse for )>e publyke wele. c 1450 tr.De Initial tone 
l xix, Ffor man purposij? & god disposij?. c 1300 Melusine 
xxxvL 265 As the wyse man saith , x the foie proposeth Sc god 
dyspotheth’. 1548 Hall Chron . , Hen. V , (an. 8} 70 To dis- 
pose for the nedes of the foresaied realme. 1634 Sanderson 
Serm. II. 302 We have a proverb. . ‘man purposeth, but God 
disposeth’. 1718 Prior Power 842 'Tis God who must dis- 
pose, and man sustain. 
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t b. To settle matters, make terms. Oh. 

x 6 o 5 Shaks. Ant.fy CL iv. xiv. 123 For when she saw. .you 
did suspect She had dispos’d with '.'Caesar, and that your 
rage Would not be purg’d, she sent you word she was dead. 

8. Dispose of (with indirect passive to be dis- 
posed of): f a. To make a disposition, ordering, 
or arrangement of ; to do what one will with ; to 
order, control, regulate, manage : * sense 2. spec. 
in Asirol. (see quot. 1819). Obs. 

1566 Gascoigne, etc. Jocasta m. ii. in Child Four Plays 
(1848) 209 You may of me, as of your selfe dispose. ^ 1582 
N. Lichefield tr. Castanheda's Conq. E. Ind . lxxiii. 151 
From this time forward you may dispose of your selues, 
and do what you shall think best. 1599 Shaks. Hen. V, 
in. iii. 49 Enter our Gates, dispose of vs and ours. For we 
no longer are defensible. 1648 Btjry Wills (Camd.) 200 
Not time to dispose of theire affaires. 1692 jDryden St. 
Euretnoni’s Ess. 349 By this, Mistresses dispose of their 
Old Lovers to their Fancy, and Wives of their Old Husbands. 
1819 J. Wilson Compl.Dicl. Astrol. s.v., A planet disposes 
of any other which is in its house : thus, if k were in / he 
would be disposed of by 1 / . In horary questions, it is a 
sign that the thing or person signified by the planet so 
disposed of, is in the power or interest of the planet (or 
those whom it signifies) that disposes of it. 

b. lb put or get (anything) off one's hands ; to 
put away, stow away, put into a settled state or 
position; to deal with (a thing) definitely ; to get 
rid of; to get done with, settle, finish. In recent 
use sometimes spec . to do away with, * settle or 
demolish (a claim, argument, opponent, etc.) ; 
also humorously f to make away with, consume 
(food). 

x6io ShAks. Temp, 1. ii. 225 Of the Kings ship, The 
Marriners, say how thou hast disposd. 1632). Hayward 
tr. Biondis Eromeita 32 The King was.. laid in his bed, so 
would the Ladies have likewise disposed^ of the Queene. 
x666 Pepys Diary 16 Aug., It was so pleasing a sight to see 
my papers disposed of. 1773 Goldsm. Stoops to Conq . 1, 
I'm disposing of the husband before I have secured the 
lover. 1841 James Brigand xxvi, Bernard de Rohan must 
be met and disposed of at the sword’s point. 1863 A. J. 
Horwood Yearbks. 30-31 Edit). I Pref. 10 The very words 
of the Judges in disposing of the cases are set down. 1867 
Freeman Norm, Conq. 11876) I. iv. 253 Several daughters, 
who were of course well disposed of in marriage. 1873 
Tristram Moab x. 175 The discovery .. seems to dispose 
of the claims of these Dhra’as to be Biblical sites. 1879 
F. W. Robinson Coward Consc. n. vii, Toni disposed rapidly 
of two glasses of sherry and the . .sandwiches. 1885 Sir R. 
Baggallay in Law Rep. 14 Q. Bench Div. 879 The observa- 
tions made by the Master of the Rolls sufficiently dispose 
of that contention. 1835 Manck. Exam, 10 July 5 /1 The 
Northern team, batting first, were disposed offer 192. 

C. To make over or part with by way of sale or 
bargain, sell. 

1676 Deed Trin. Coll, in WilHs & Clark Cambridge (1886) 
II. 521 It shalbe lawfull for him . . to dispose of the said 
two Chambers., to any other beside his kindred. 1704 Mrs. 
Ray in Lett, Lit . Men (Camden) 207, I do intend to dis- 
pose of Mr. Ray’s books. 1774 Foote Cozeners u. Wks. 
1799 11.173, I am to be disposed of by private contract. 
1843 Borrow Bible in Spain 273 A large edition of the New 
Testament had been almost entirely disposed of in the very 
centre of Spain. ^ 1891 Lazo Times XC. 283/1 The plaintiff 
was. .in possession of two diamond rings which he wished 
to dispose of. 

t.d. To make fit or ready : — sense 5. Obs. 

1655FULLER Waltham Abby 13 He. .acquainted him with 
his dying condition, to dispose of his soul for another world. 

+ 9 . Dispose upon or on: to dispose of (see 
prec. b and c). Sc. Obs. 

163a Lithgow Trav. iv. 1 66 The lands they .. dispose 
upon to valerous Souldiers. 1639 Drumm. of Hawth. 
A nsw. to Obj. Wks. (17x1) 214 To give up the person of 
their prince, to be disposed on as a stranger nation shall 
think convenient. 1640-1 Kirkcitdbr. War-Comm. Min. 
B/e. (1855) 67 To use and dispose upon the tymber. 1778 
W. Robertsone Let . in J. Russell Haigs xii. d88r) 374 
This visit will give you an opportunity to dispose upon 
oxen ; if you have not already done it. 

f 10 . Dispose with. : to dispose of (see 8 c). Obs. 

1653 H. Cogan tr. Pinto's Trav. iv. 8 For his particular 
he had no power to dispose with any part of the booty. 

Disperse, sb. Obs. or arch. [f. Dispose v .] 
The action or fact of disposing : in various senses. 

+ L Arrangement, order ; = Disposition i. Obs. 

1603 Holland Plutarch's Mor. 646 He observed in all 
points a singular order and dispose. 

1 2 . The action of ordering ; ordinance, appoint- 
ment ; direction, management : = Disposal i. Obs. 

1611 Speed Hist. Gt. Brit. vii. xxxi. § 2 (R.), Such is the 
dispose of the sole disposer of empires, that they have their 
risings, their fuls, and their fals. 1671 Milton Samson 1746 
Oft we doubt What the unsearchable dispose Of Highest 
Wisdom brings about. 

fS. Power or right to dispose of something, or 
deal with it at one’s will ; control : — Disposal 4. 
Esp. in phr. at (in, etc.) ones dispose (very common 
1600-1730). Obs. 

*590 Shaks. Com. Err. 1. i. 21 His goods confiscate to the 
Dukes dispose. 1594 Marlowe & Nashe Dido v. ii, Ye 
gods, that.. order all things at your high dispose. 1610 
Holland Camden's Brit. 1. 325 He was under the dispose 
of the Generali of the Footemen . 1628 T. Spencer Logick 
219 Man is at Gods dispose, and all the other Creatures 
are at Gods, and mans. 1631 Weever Anc. Fun. Mon. rig 
Left to the dispose and pleasure of the King. 1690 Dry- 
den Don Sebastian v. Wks. 1883 VII. 450 His life’s in my 
dispose. 1725 Pope Odyss. iv. 733 To Fate's supreme 
dispose the dead resign. . 174* Richardson Pamela II. 209 
Then you’ll Ixave some time at your own Dispose. 


f 4 . The action of bestowing, making over, or 
dealing out; bestowal, distribution : cf. Dispose 
v. 4, Disposal 3. Obs. 

1591 Greene Maiden’s Dreame Wks. 1881-3 XIV. 310 
No man went emptie from his frank dispose, He was a purse 
bearer vnto the poore. x6o6 Holland Sueton. 261 What 
he thoght of the last dispose of the Provinces. 1673 Mar- 
vell in Collect. Poems 249 Neglecting to call for any 
Account of the Dispose of the said Treasury. 

f 5 . Mental constitution or inclination ; frame of 
mind ; = Disposition 6. Obs. 

1606 Shaks. Tr. «$• Cr. 11. iii. 174 He . . carries on the 
streame of his dispose . . In will peculiar, and in selfe ad- 
mission. 1609 Rowlands Knave of Clnbbes 15 Meeting 
with one tust of his owne dispose, With him he plotted to 
escape his foes. 2628 Laud Wks. (1847) I. 173 ‘Peace’ 
stands for a quiet and calm dispose of the hearts of men. 

b. External manner ; air ; pose. rare. 

. s 60 1 ? Marston Pasquil # Hath. 11. X05 More Musick’s 
in thy name, and sweet dispose, Then in Apollos Lyre, or 
Orpheus Close. 1604 Shaks. Oth. 1. iii. 403 He hath a 
person, and a smooth dispose, To be suspected. 1875 
Browning Inn Album 21 At the haught highbred bearing 
and dispose. 

Disposed (di$p<?h*zd), ppl. a. [f. vb. + -ed k] 
1 . Arranged, appointed, prepared, suitably placed, 
or situated, etc. : see Dispose v. 1, 5. 

14. . Lydg. Secrees 423 Your dispoosyd fate._ 1526 Pilgr. 
Per/. (W, de W. 1331) 73 in a prepared or disposed soule 
he maketh y* fyrst beame of loue to shyne. 1658 Baxter 
Saving Faith vi. 40 Adams soul was created in a Disposed 
or prepared Body. 1663 J. Spencer Prodigies (1665) 73 
The figure and glory of the Sun drawn by its own beams 
upon a disposed cloud. 1867 Smyth Sailor's Word-bk ., 
Disposed Qziartcrs, the distribution when the camp is 
marked about a place besieged. 

T 2 . a. In a (specified) physical, esp. bodily, 
condition; in a (good or bad) state of health; 
conditioned, b. Having a (particular) bodily con- 
stitution; constituted, c. absol. In good health, 
or condition; not indisposed. Obs. 

cx 386 Chaucer Manciple's Prol. 33 Thy breeth fill soure 
stynketh, That sheweth wel thou art nat wel disposed. 
C1400 Lan/ranc's Cirurg. 222 It wole make a man yuel 
disposid & feuerous. 1470-85 Malory Arthur vu. xxvi, 
He is as fair an handed man and wel disposed as ony is 
lyuynge. c 1477 Caxton Jason 54 b, The wed er was softe 
and well disposed. 1488 — Chast. Goddes Chyld. 21 Dyuerse 
men fallen in to dyuerse- feuers after he is dysposed. 1577 
Fenton Gold. Epist. 234 Whiche made hir bodie disposed, 
and hir minde iiuely. 1590 Sir J. Smyth Disc. Weapons 
in Lett. Lit. Men (Camden) 51 Thousands of the lustiest 
and dispost sort of English people. 1662 Newcome Diary 
(Chetham Soc.) 39, I was somew c aguishly disposed all this 
day, 1694 Acc. Sev. Late Voy. n. 11711) 35 When the Air 
is so disposed, as the Stars do . . look bigger it is a great 
Prognostication. 

3 . Having a (particular) mental constitution, dis- 
position, or turn of mind, t b. absol. Well dis- 
posed, having a favourable disposition ( quot. 1 577). 

c 1430 Lydg. Hors, Shepe <$• G. 207 Alle folke be nat [lyke] 
of condicionis, Nor lyke disposyde in wylle, thought, and 
deede. 1481 Caxton Myrr. m. xiii. 165 Neuer shal the 
euyl disposed man saye well of that he cannot wel vnder- 
stonde. 1564 Godly Admon. Decrees Council Trent title-p., 
Wrytten for. .godlye disposed persons sakes. 1577 Fenton 
Gold. Epist . 242 The one disposed, the other frowarde. 
1593 Shaks. 2 Hen. VI, iii. i. 76 Seemes he a Doue? His 
feathers are but borrow’d, For hee’s disposed as the hatefull 
Rauen. 1639 Ld. Digby Lett. cone. Relig. iv. 85 A man so 
disposed as. . to leap at once from England to Rome. 1709 
Steele Taller No. 78 f 13, I require all sober disposed 
persons to avoid meeting the said Lunatick. 1863 Fr, A. 
Kemble Resid. in Georgia 24 He is remarkably good- 
tempered and well disposed. 

4 . Inclined, in the mood, in the mind (to do 
something, to or for something). Also with adverb, 
In a (particular) mental condition or mood ; well 
or ill disposed : favourably or un favourably inclined 
(to, towards, \for). See Dispose 6 a. 

c 1340 Hampole Prose Tr. ix, 24 Othir goSteli occupa- 
cions after that thei fele hem disposed, c 1386 Chaucer 
Clerk’s T. 651 To temple his wyf, as he was first disposed. 
c 1430 Lydg, Min. Poems (1840) 159 (Matz.) Som man of 
herte disposed to pryde. c 1489 Caxton Sonnes of Aymon 
xxii. 476, I am dysposed for to doo the worste that I can 
agenste hym. 1552 Bk, Com. Prayer Pref., That suche as 
be disposed maye come to heare gods worde. 1596 Shaks. 
1 Hen. IV, iv. 1. 38 To see how Fortune is dispos’d to vs. 
1639 B. Harris Parival’s Iron Age 288 Who would have 
believed, that many should needs be well disposed for the 
King of Scots? 171a Addison Sped. No. 542 f 4, I should 
be more severe upon myself than the public is disposed to 
be. 1828 DTsraeli Chas. I, I. v. 103 The French Cabinet 
was strongly disposed for a Spanish war. 1892 Gardiner 
Stud. Hist. Eng. 17 He was more disposed to defend the 
Empire than to extend it. 

t b. ellipt. Inclined to merriment ; in a jocund 
mood. Obs. 

1588 Shaks. L. L. L. 11, i. 250 Come to our Pauillion, 
Boyet is disposde. 1593 Peele Chron. Edw. 1 , 125, I pray 
let go; Ye are dispos’d I think. ax6x6 Beaum. & Fl. 
Custom Countrey 1. 1, You are dispos’d. 

5 . Having a physical inclination or tendency (to 
something, or to do something) ; inclined, liable, 
subject See D 1 spose v. 6 b. 

<71380 Wyclif Sel. Wks. III. 68 ]?e see .. is moore, and 
neer hevene, and moore disposid to take li^t 1398 Trevisa 
Barth. De P. R. xjx. xlvi. (1495) 889 Saltnesse .. makyth 
[flesshe] the lesse disposyd to corrupcion. 1541 R. Copland 
Guydon's Quest. Chirurg., To what diseases is y bladder 
disposed? , . It is dysposed to opylacyons. 1758 A. Reid tr. 
Masquer's Client. I. 12 All similar substances have an 


Affinity with each other, and are consequently disposed to 
unite. x886 A. Winchell Walks # Talks Geol. Field 196 
[Strata] huffish in colour, and disposed to crumble to pieces. 

Hence Dispo'sedly, adv. rare. 

cx6i o Sir J. Melvil Mem. (1733) 100, I said, the Quen 
dancit not sa hich and disposedly as she did. 

Disposedness (disp^-zednes'*. [f. prec. -f- 
-NES^.J T he quality or state of being disposed ; 
inclination, disposition. 

1583 Golding Calvin on Dent. Ixix. 423 Lo here .. the 
signe y fc we be wel disposed beforehand, and this disposednes 
is as a white vn written paper. 1625 Bp. Mount agu App. 
C&sar 1. vii. 66 Their owne disposednesse to evill. axfyi 
Boyle Wks. II. 236 (R.) Want of leisure, and sometimes of 
disposedness to write. 1710 Norris Chr. Prud. v. 222 Dis- 
posedness to i mb race Christianity. 1876 Geo. Eliot Dan. 
Der. iv. xxx, His passion for her .. had left a certain dull 
disposedness which .. had prompted in him a vacillating 
notion of marrying her. 

f Dispose©*, rare. [f. Dispose v. + -ee.] Oue 
to whom something is ‘ disposed ' or made over. 

1826 Bentham in Westm. Rev. VI. 464 For a correlative 
to it [disposer], an obvious term is disposee. 

t Dispo*sement, Obs. [f. Dispose v . + -ment.] 
The action of disposing ; disposition, disposal, 

1583 Stubbes A nat. Abus. n. (1882) 56 As though they .. 
had the world and the disposement thereof in their own 
hands, a 1679 T. Goodwin Wks. II. iv. 54 (R.) This order 
and disposement of these two several sentences. Ibid. 156 
Above all such extrinsical contrivances and disposements. 

Disposer (disp^-zai). [f. as prec. + -er K] 
One who or that which disposes, in various 
senses. 

1. One who arranges or sets in order. 

1624 Wotton Archit. Pref. (J. s. v. Gatherer), I am hut 
a gatherer and disposer of other mens stuff. 1677 Gale 
Crt. Gentiles II. iv. Proem. 12 The mind of man is the 
orderer and disposer both of notions and things. <21693 
Urquhart Rabelais in. xxxiii. 278 Disposers of cooling 
Shades, Composers of green Arbours. a 

2. One who regulates or governs ; a controller, 
manager, director, ruler : see Dispose v. 2, 7. 

c 1586 C’tess Pembroke Ps. lxxxii. vi, Of all the earth 
king, judge, disposer be. 1667 Milton P. L. iv. 635 My 
Author and Disposer, what thou bidst Unargu’d I obey ; 
so God ordains. 1708 Brit. Apollo No. 66. 1/2 The inten- 
tions of our Allwise Disposer. 1772 Priestley Inst. Relig, 
(1782) II. 173 The .. sovereign disposer of all things. 1875 
Jowett Plato (ed. 2) I. 476 Mind was the disposer and 
cause of all. 

8. One who distributes or dispenses ; a dispenser; 
see Dispose v. 4. 

1526 Pilgr, Per/. (W. de W. 1331) 40 Se that thou be 
founde a true meke and faythfull disposer of the treasure of 
thy lorde god. 1526 Tindale i Cor. iv. 1 Ministers of 
Christ and disposers of the secretes of God. <*1672 Graunt 
Bill of Mortality (J.), The magistrate is both the beggar 
and the disposer of what is got by begging. x8oz Ld. 
Eldon in Vesey’s Rep. VII. 74 When money is given to 
a charity, without expressing what Charity, there the King 
is the disposer of the Charity, 

4 . One who or that which disposes or inclines to 
something : see Dispose v . 6. 

1864 V amber y Trav. Centr. Asia 2 The coolness of the 
night in Persia is a great disposer to slumber. 

5. One who disposes of something : see vb. 8. 

1606 Shaks. Tr. $Cr. iii. i. 95 With my disposer Cressida. 

1690 Locke Govt. n. vi. (Rtldg.) 75 Free disposers of them- 
selves and fortunes. 1706 Prior Ode to Queen 1x3 "I he 
master sword, disposer of thy pow’r. 1893 Westm. Gaz, 
11 Mar. 9/2 If the disposer be satisfied with the price 
offered the transaction is settled. 

Hence Bispo seress, a female disposer. 

1648 Herrick Hesper., Beucolick (1869) 260 And Lallage 
..shall be disposeresse of the prize. 

Dispersing, vbl. sb, ff. Dispose v. + -ing k] 
The action oi the verb Dispose. 

1 . Arrangement, suitable or orderly placing ; see 
Dispose v. i. (In quot 1630, 4 Get-up attire.) 

c 1440 Hylton Scala Perf. (W. de W. 1494) 11. xxvii, After 
diuers disposynges of men and after sundry states .. are 
dyuers exercises in worchyng. 1570 Golding tr. C Mr mis 
(title), Postil^ or Orderly disposing of Certeyne Epistles 
usually read m the Church. 1630 R. Johnson's Kingd. 4* 
Commit). 91 Come, and behold the beauty of our Ladies, 
and their disposing at a night of solemnity. 1712 J. James 
tr. Le Blond’s Gardening 117 Figures and Fountains .. 
whose Diversity, as well m the disposing, as in what they 
consist of, yields a very agreeable Prospect to the Eye. 

2. Ordering, control, management, disposal. 

140 6 E. E. Wills (1882) 13 Seruauntys, at the Dysposyng 
of Thomas Roos. 1530 Palsgr. 214/1 Disposyng, adminis- 
tration. x6xi Bible Print . xvi. 33 The lot is cast into the 
lap, but the whole disposing thereof is of the Lord. 1647 
R. Gentilis tr. Malvezzi's Chiefs Events 203 Those, .shall 
be at the Dutchesses disposing. 1656 Art if. Handsom. 50 
margin , An heart unsatisfied with Gods works and disposings. 

3 . Bestowal, dispensing, expenditure. 

1638 Dk. Hamilton in H. Papers (Camden) 57 The inten- 
tiounes uhich your Ma tU might., haue had for the desposing 
of thatt place. 1676 Deed Trin. Coll, in Willis & Clark 
Cambridge (1886) II. 520 The free disposeing of the said 
two Chambers.. to such person, .as bee shall appoint. 175* 
Labelye Westm. Br. 67 Frugality in the disposing of pub- 
lick Money. 

4. 'The action of making ready or inclined ; pre- 
paration ; disposition, inclination : see vb. 5, 6. 

c 1380 Wyclif Serm. Sel. Wks. II. 175 Yit disposyng 
dwellij? in hem to make hem j>enke amys. 14.. Lydg. 
Secrees 1206 Phebus causith dysposyng to gladness. x6xf 
Bible Prim, xvi. 1 The preparations \jnarg. disposings] of 
the heart, .are from the Lord. 
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Disposing, pph a. [f. as prec. + -ing 2 .] 
That disposes, in various senses : see the verb. 

Of {in) disposing mind or memory : so sound in mind, and 
memory as to be capable of making a will. 

1627-77 Fkltham Resolves 1. x, 15 Surely God that made 
disposing Nature, knows her better, than imperfect man. 
1648 Bury Wills (Camden j 200 In full vnderstanding and 
memory, and of a disposeing and_ testamentary mind. 1649 
Ibid. 220, I Mary Chapman . . being in disposeing memorie, 
1797 Burke Will in Wks.( 1842) I. 38, I, Edmund Burke . . 
being of sound and disposing mind, do make my last will 
and testament. X803CHENEVIX in Phil. 7 Vans. XCI I L 304 
Disposing affinity, and assimilation. 

Hence Disposingly adv., in a disposing way. 

1625 Bp. Mountagu A ppeale to Caesar 1. ix. 94 Christians 
doe hold and beleeve it too, [Deum ire per omnes} but dis- 
posingly, etc. in his providence. 

t Dispo’sit, v. Obs. ran . [f. L. disposit- ppl. 

stem of disponere to dispose: perh. immediately 
aft er disposition . ] tram. To dispose, incline. 

1661 Glanvill Scepsis Sci. xiv. (1665) 81 Some constitutions 
are genially disposited to this mental seriousness, 
f Dispo*sitate, v. Obs. rare, [erron. form for 
Deposit ate, through confusion with Dispose z>.] 
tram. To deposit. 

1650 Howell GiraffPs Rev . Naples 1. 44 Two boxes full 
of Gold . . were taken and dispositated upon account in the 
Kings bank. 

Disposition (disptfzrjm). [a. F. disposition , 
OF. also -icion ( 1 2th c. in Littre), ad. L. disposi- 
tion-em , n. of action from disponere to Dispone. 
Not derivationally related to Dispose, but asso- 
ciated with it from an early period in OFr., by 
contact of form, and adoption of -poser as virtual 
representative of L. -ponere ; cf. Composition.] 

I. The action or faculty of disposing,' the con- 
dition of being disposed. 

1, The action of setting in order, or condition of 
being set in order; arrangement, order; relative 
position of the parts or elements of a whole. 

1563 W. Fulke Meteors (1640) 24 It comes of the divers 
disposition of the clouds. 1597 Morley Introd. Mus. Annot., 
In the natural disposition of numbers thus, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5. 
169s Woodward Nat. Hist. Earth in. i. (1723) 156 The 
Disposition of the Strata. 1713 Swift Frenzy of % Denny 
Wks. 1755 III. 1. 139, I then took a particular survey of .. 
the furniture and disposition of his apartment. 1756 Burke 
Sttbl. $ B. 11. xii, Stonehenge, neither for disposition nor 
ornament, has anything admirable. 1827 Steuart Planters 
G. (1828) 15 Single Trees and Bushes, in groups and open 
dispositions. 1865 Geikie Seen. § Geol. Scot.vi. 122 Looking 
at the disposition of the Highland glens and straths. 

f b. Relative position ; situation (of one thing). 

Obs. 

1541 R. Copland Guydon’s Quest. Chirurg Where is the 
dysposicion of the yerde? 1712 J. James tr. Le Blond's 
Gardening 99 That.. the Tracing-Pin he constantly held in 
the same Disposition, without vandng its Point. 1750 tr. 
Leouardus' Mirr. Stones 102 Ejfestis . . being opposed to 
the Sun, kindles Fire in Matter put in a Disposition for it. 

c. Rhet. and Logic. The due arrangement of 
the parts of an argument or discussion. 

1509 Hawes Past. Pleas, x. i, The second parte of crafty 
Rethoryke Maye well be called Disposicion. 1553 TIWilson 
( 1567) 82 a, Inuencion helpeth to finde matter, and Dis- 
posicion serueth to place argumentes. 1628 T. Spencer 
Logick 13. 1788 Howard Roy. Cycl. II. 715 Disposition , in 
Logic, is that operation of the mind, whereby we put the 
ideas, operations, and arguments, which we have formed 
concerning our subject, into such an order as. is fittest to 
gain the clearest knowledge of it, to retain it longest, and 
to explain it to others in the best manner ; the effect of this 
is called method. 

d. Arch., etc. The due arrangement of the several 
parts of a building, esp. in reference to the general 
design : see quots. 

1624 Wotton Archit. (1672) 14, I may now proceed to the 
Disposition thereof [i.e, of the matter], which must form the 
Work. 1706 Phillips (ed. Kersey', Disposition . .in Archi- 
tecture, is the just placing of all the several Parts of a 
Building, according to their proper Order, c 1830 Rudim. 
Navig. (Weale) 115 Disposition', a draught or drawing 
representing the several timbers that compose the frame of 
the ship, so that they may be properly disposed with respect 
to the ports, &c. 1876 Gwilt Encycl. Archit. G loss. ; Dis- 
position, one of the essentials of architecture.; It is the 
arrangement of the whole design by means of ichnography 
(plan), orthography (section and elevation , and scenography 
(perspective view). 1886 Willis & Clark Cambridge III, 
847 The general inclosure within walls, the disposition into 
courts, .all have their analogies, .in the monastic buildings. 

e. Mil. See 2 b. 

2. Arrangement (of affairs, measures, etc.), esp. for 
the accomplishment of a purpose ; plan, prepara- 
tion ; condition or complexion of affairs. 

_ 1382 Wyclif Prov. xxiv. 6 For with disposicioun me goth 
in to bataile ; and helthe shal ben wher ben many counseilis. 
1604 Shaks. Oth. 1. iii. 237, I crane fit disposition for my 
Wife.. With such Accomodation and besort As leuels with 
her breeding. 1712 Budgell Sped. No. 404 I* 1 In the 
Dispositions of Society, the civil Oeconomy is formed in 
a Chain as well as the natural. 1736 Butler A nal. Introd. 
Wks, 1874 I. 8 To judge what particular disposition of 
things would be most . , assistant to virtue. 1814 tr. Klap- 
roth's 7 rav. 3 My dispositions for the journey would soon 
have been completed. 1871 Morley Voltaire (1886) 317 
To observe . . those secret dispositions of events which pre- 
pared the way for great changes. ' 

b. Mil. The arrangement of troops in prepara- 
tion for a military operation : a. (from sense 1 ) 


their actual arrangement in the field ; b. (from 
sense 2) their distribution, allocation, destination, 
etc. ; pi. military preparations or measures. 

1600 E. Blount tr. Conestaggio 37 Having viewed the ill 
disposition of the Campe. 1734 tr. Rollids Anc. Hist. 
(1827) II. iv. 257 The Persian troops had been used to 
engage 24 men in depth, but Cyrus thought fit to change 
that disposition. 1776 Gibbon Decl. <$• F. I. xxiv. 684 The 
military dispositions of Julian were skilfully contrived. 
1799 Stuart in Owen Wellesley's Desp. 116, I have made 
a disposition to defend my position. 1849 Macaulay Hist. 
Eng. I. 605 Having observed the disposition of the royal 
forces. 1878 Bosw. Smith Carthage 242 Fabius made 
all his dispositions to repel the attempt to force a passage. 

e. Naut . (See quot.) 

1867 Smyth Sailor's Word-lk ., Disposition, the arrange- 
ment of a ship’s company for watches, quarters, reefing, 
furling, and other duties. 

3 . Ordering, control, management ; direction, 
appointment; administration, dispensation ; * Dis- 
posal 1. (Cf. Disposed. 2, 7.) arch. 

C1374 Chaucer Troylus 11. 477 (526) O god ]>at at Jn dis- 
posicioun Ledest j? e fyn by luste purueyaunce Of euery 
wyght. 1382 Wyclif 2 Chrort. xxiii. 18 Forsothe Joiada 
sette prouostis in the hous of the Lord . . after the disposi- 
cyoun [1388 by the ordynaunce] of Dauid. 1520 C ax tori s 
Chron. Eng. v. 56 b/2 To submytte hym to the dyposycyon 
of God. 1330 Palsgr. 214/1 Disposytion, disposition , 
govuememeut, ordre. 1382 N. T. (Rhem.) Acts vii. 53 
Whoreceiued the Law by the disposition of [so 16x1 : R. V. 
as it was ordained by ( marg . or, as the ordinance of)) 
Angels, and haue not kept it. x66x Bramhall fust Find. 
ii 6 Which things by the just disposition of Almighty God, 
fell out according to the .. desires of these holy persons. 
1719 De Foe Crusoe (1840) II. xii. 262 This seemed to me 
to be a disposition of Providence. 1841 Movers Cath. Tk. 
111. § 14. 53 Inexpressibly thankful to receive this Law by 
the disposition of Angels. 

4 . Tbe action ol disposing of, putting away, get- 
ting rid of, making over, etc. (see Dispose v. b) ; 
bestowal ; spec, in Law, the action of disponing ; 
bestowal or conveyance by deed or will. 

1393 Gower Conf. I. 269 She [i. e. Nature] preferreth no 
degree As in the disposicion Of bodely complexion, c 1532 
Dewes Introd. Fr. in Palsgr. 1065 Touchyng the disposi- 
cion of is goodnes [ws biens] after his deth. 1577-87 Hoi.in- 
shed Scot. Chron. (1805) II. 340 The disposition of officis 
vacand. 17x2 Steele Sped. No. 497 ? 2 The wanton dis- 
position of the favours of the powerful. 1793 Wythe Decis. 
Virginia 5 His wife could make no disposition of the personal 
estate. x86x W. Bell Diet. Law Scot. 292 A disposition is 
an unilateral deed of alienation, by which a right to property, 
either heritable or moveable, is conveyed. 1884 Sir J. Bacon 
in Law Rep. 27 Ch. Div. 47 The point which is said to remain 
for disposition when the case is heard. 

b. Power of disposing of ; disposal, control : 
esp. in phrase at (in, etc.) one's disposition ( « Dis- 
posal 4). 

cx 374 Chaucer Troylus v. 2 Aprochen gan the fatal 
destyne That loues hath in disposicioun. 1406 E. £. Wills 
(1882) 13 At the dysposicion of myn Executours. 1529 Cdl. 
Wolsey in Ellis Orig. Lett. Ser. 1. II. 12 Yf I may have 
the free gyft and dyssposycion of the benefyees. 1673 
Temple Ess. Ireland Wks. 1731 I. xio The Lieutenants 
of Ireland since the Duke of Ormond’s Time have had 
little in their Disposition here. 1776 Gibbon Decl. <$* F. I. 
xii. 255 The choice of action or of repose is no longer in 
our disposition. x86o Trench Sertn. Westm. Abb. iii. 31 
[He] had at his disposition no inconsiderable sums of money. 

II. The way or manner in which a thing has 
been disposed, or is situated or constituted. 

1 5 . Astrol. a. The situation of a planet in a horo- 
scope, as supposed to determine the nature or for- 
tune of a person, or the course of events. Obs. 

1375 Barbour Bruce iv. 699 Astrology, Quhar-throu 
clerkis . . May knaw coniunctione of planetis . . And of the 
hevyn all halely How \>a.t J? e disposicioune Suld apon 
thingis virk heir doune. <7x386 Chaucer Knt’s T. 229 Som 
wikke aspect or disposition Of Saturne. c 1390 Marlowe 
Faust. Wks. (Rtldg.) 88/x A book where I might seeall .. 
planets.. that I might know their motions and dispositions. 

f b. The state of being * disposed of’ (see Dis- 
pose v. 8 a). Obs. 

1647 Lilly Ckr. Astrol. lxxxii. 447 See if the more pon- 
derous Planet of the two, that is, the receiver of the Dis- 
position be in any angle but the fourth. 

f c. The nature or constitution of a planet or 
sign, in relation to its alleged influence or effects. 

c 1386 Chaucer Wife's Prol. 701 Mercurie loueth wysdam 
and science And Venus loueth ryot and dispence. And for 
hire diuerse disposicioun, Ech falleth in otheres exaltacioun. 
1393 Gower Conf. III. 114 His nativite Hath take upon 
the proprete Of Martis disposicion. 

8. Natural tendency or bent of the mind, esp. in 
relation to moral or social qualities ; mental con- 
stitution or temperament ; turn of mind. 

Possibly of astrological origin: cf. the description of 
dispositions as saturnine, jovial, martial, venereal, mer- 
curial. 

1387 Trevisa Higden (Rolls) III. 113 (Matz.J Nomjt by 
chaungynge of body, but by chaungynge of disposicioun of 
wit and of semynge. 1393 Gower Conf. III. 19 After the 
. disposition Of glotony and dronkeship. 1473 Bk. Noblesse 
51 If suche prophesies and influence of the seide constel- 
lacions might be trew, yet .. havyng a clene soule, may 
turne the contrarie disposicion that jugement of constel- 
lacion or prophesies signified. 1576 F lem ing Panopl. Epist. 
266 Men of honeste and vertuous disposition. 1678 Wanley 
Wond, Lit. World v. ii. § 81. 472/2 A man he was of a 
fierce, bloody, and faithless disposition. X779 J, Moore 
View Soc. Fr. (1789) I. xvii. 128 Congenial with the phlegm 
• and saturnine dispositions of the English. 1837 Whevvell 
Hist. Induct . Sc. (1857) 1 . xo8 The belief . . that the; motions 


of the stars, and the dispositions and fortunes of men, may 
come under some common conceptions and laws. 1841 
James Brigand i, His disposition was naturally cheerful 
and bright. 

7 . The state or quality of being disposed, inclined, 
or # in the mind ’ \ to something, or to do something) ; 
inclination (sometimes = desire, intention, purpose); 
state of mind or feeling in respect to a thing or 
person ; the condition of being (favourably or un- 
favourably) disposed towards. (In pi. formerly 
sometimes =* Mental tendencies or qualities ; hence 
nearly =• sense 6.) 

1393 Gower Conf. III. 62 They take logginge in the town 
After the disposition Where as him thoughte best to dwelle. 
1461 Past on Lett. No. 408 II. 35 If thei do it of her owne 
disposicion. 1526 Pilgr. Per/. (W. de W. 1531) 11b, He 
requireth but onely a disposicyon in the persone . . that he 
be repentaunt. 1600 Shaks. A. V. L. iv. i. 113 But come, 
now I will be your Rosalind in a more comming-on dis- 
position. 1625 Meade in Ellis Orig. Lett. Ser. 1. III. 199 
Those . ; that know best her dispositions are very hopefull 
his Majestie will have power to bring her to his own 
religion. 1690 Locke Hum. Und. 11. xxiii. (1695) 156 
Testiness is a disposition or aptness to be angry. 1734 
Chatham Lett. Nephew iv. 28 Go on, my dear child, in the 
admirable dispositions you have towards all that is right 
and good. 1832 Ht. Martineau Life in Wilds ix. 121 
There was a general disposition to remain. 1887 Ruskin 
Prseterita II. 253 A pleasant disposition to make the best 
of all she saw. 

t b. A frame of mind or feeling • mood, humour. 
1726-7 Swift Gulliver 1. i. 31, I rose up with as melan- 
choly a disposition as ever I had in my life. 1749 F ielding 
Tom Jones x. iii, The footmen .. were in a different disposi- 
tion._ 1764 Foote Patron in. Wks. 1799 I. 356 If he is 
admitted in his present disposition, the whole secret will 
certainly out. 

f 8. Physical constitution, nature, or permanent 
condition. Obs. 

c 1477 Caxton Jason 41b, If ye juge the disposicion of 
my body after the colour of my face ye be gretly abused. 
X555 Edf.n Decades 29 Rather by the disposition of the 
earthe then constitution of heauen. ^ 1376 Fleming Panopl. 
Epist . 365 Considering the weake disposition of your bodie. 
1635 N. Carpenter Geog. Del. 11. xiv. 224 Hippocrates 
pronounced the people of the North to be of a leane and dry 
disposition. 1726 Leoni A IbertCsA rchit. I. 3/2 A constant 
unchangeable Disposition of Air above all the rest of the 
World. 1813 Sir H. Davy Agric. Chem . (1814) 261 The 
disposition of trees may, however, be changed gradually in 
many instances. 

9 . Physical aptitude, tendency, or inclination 
(to something, or to do something). 

1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. xxi. xix. (1495) 65 To make 
the wytte of smellynge perfyte it nedyth to haue. .good 
dysposicions in the no^ethryllis. 1341 R. Copland Galyen's 
Terap. 2 Aiij, We shall treate in this present boke the 
dysposycyons which augmenteth the vleere. 1552 Huloet, 
Disposition to slepe or wake, cataphora. 1634 Z. Coke 
Logick (1657) 32 Disposition, .sometimes it is largely used 
for all fitness to anything . . as when water waxeth warm, 
it is said to have a disposition to heat. 1791 Hamilton 
Berthollefs Dyeing I. 1. n. i. 120 The different dispositions 
of wool, silk, etc. to unite with the colouring particles, 
1804 Abernethy Surg. Obs. 97 The disposition to form 
wens prevails frequently in many parts of the body at the 
same time. 

T b. Aptness or capacity for doing something ; 
aptitude, skill. Obs. rare. 

x6oo E. Blount tr. Conestaggio 27 Yet did he admire their 
order. . their disposition to handle the pike, and their strict 
obedience. 1768 Sterne Sent. joum . , Montriul (1775) I. 
37 You can shave, and dress a wig a little, La Fleur ! — He 
had all the dispositions in the world. 

f 10 . Physical condition or state; state of 
bodily health. Obs . 

c 1400 Lanfranc's Cirurg. x 03 , 1 foond he sike of bettere 
disposicioun. . & he spak bettere. 1541 R. Copland Galyeu's 
Terap. 2 B iv b, Of other vlceres wherin no corrupte affection 
or dysposition (that the Grekes call Cacoetes) is adioyned. 
1398 Grenewey Tacitus’ Ann. vi. vi. 130 Cocceius Nerua 
..being in perfect disposition of body, resolued with him. 
selfe to die. x6xx Cotgr. s.v. Habitude, L’ habitude du 
corps , the estate, plight, liking, or disposition of the bodie. 
1633 T. Stafford Pac. Hib, xxx. (1821) 506 Being surprised 
by an ill disposition of health. 1732 Arbuthnot Rules of 
Diet 370 An inflammatory Disposition of the Coat of the 
Nerve. 

f b. Normal or natural condition (of mind or 
body). Obs. rare. (Cf. indisposition =* deranged 
condition.) 

[<71400 Lanfranc's Cirurg. 58 As soone as a membre is 
brou3t to his kyndeli disposicioun.] 1581 Pettie Guazzo's 
Civ. Conv. 1. (1586) 19 This solitarinesse is profitable and 
necessary for the disposition of the minde, so verie often is 
it hurtfull to the health of the bodie. 1632 J. Hayward tr. 
Biondis Eromena 36 The Pilot, seeing him restored to his 
disposition, caused [etc.]. 

Disposrtional, a. rare. [f. prec. + -al.] 

Relating to disposition. 

1846 Worcester cites J. Johnson. 

Dispositioned (disp^zi-Jand), ppl. a. [f. as 
prec. -ir -ed *.] Having a (specified) disposition or- 
turn of mind. 

1646 Saltmarsh Smoke in the Temple 27 Not so unlike 
and contrary dispositioned and natured as you pretend. 
1660 F. Br joke tr. Le Blanc's Trav. 88 Happy in a sweet 
disposition’d, and a modest wife. 1767 H. Brooke Fool 0} 
Quad (1859) 1 L 3 S° (b.) Lord Clinton was indeed sweetly 
dispositioned by nature. 1804 J. Larwood No Gun Boats 9 
An Assassin . . dispositioned for midnight murder. # x8z6 
R. H. Froude Rein. (1838) I. 31 A stumbling-block in the 
way of good-dispositioned men. 


BISFOSUBE. 


BISPOSITIVE. 

Dispositive (dispf'zitiv), a. (sb.) [In Caxton 
a. F. dispositif -ive (13th, c. in Hatz.-Darm.), ad. 
L. type *disposiim-us, f. disposit-us , pa. pple. of 
dispmere to Dispose : see - ive. In later use prob. 
immed. from L. or on L, analogies.] 

A. adf. f 1 . Characterized by special disposi- 
tion or appointment, Obs. rare. 

1483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 127 b/i It is said that thys lyght 
was dispositif sodayne and celestyall. 

: 2 . That has the quality of disposing or inclining : 
often opposed to effective , and so nearly « prepara- 
tory, conducive, contributory: cf. B. 1. 

x6zz W. Sclater Chr. Strength 13 Papists ..allow to 
nature a power dispositiue, and ability to prepare it self© to 
regeneration. 1616 Brent tr . Sarpls Hist.Connc. Trent 
(1676) 222 They did, .deny all effective or dispositive virtue 
in the Sacraments.^ 1624 F. White Kept. Fisher 546 Some 
causes are dispositiue, adiuuant, or impetrant. 1710 J. 
Norris Chr. Freed, ii. 80 That which makes a man act 
Prudently . . (in a remote and dispositive sense). 1894 Tablet 
so Jan. 86 This new learning continued, by a sort of dis- 
positive logic, to educate the English mind. 

3 . Haying the quality or function of directing, 
controlling, or disposing of something ; relating to 
direction, control, or disposal. 

Dispositive clause (Sc. Law) : the clause of conveyance in 
a deed, by which the disposition of the property (see Dis- 
position 4) is expressed. 

3613-18 Daniel Coll. Hist. Eng. (1626) 29 It was not in 
the power of King Edward to collate [the Crown], .by any 
dispositiue and testamentary will. 1684 Bates Duty of 
Resignation (R.) Without .. his _ dispositive wisdom and 
power, the whole frame would disband and fall into con- 
fusion. ^ 1736 Ayliffe Farergon 28 Sentences wherein 
dispositive and enacting Terms are made Use of. 1832 
Austin Jurispr. (1879) II. xliy. 781 When [the law] leaves 
a certain latitude to the parties; it is called dispositive or 
provisional; being to take effect only in case no disposi- 
tion is made by the parties themselves. 1861 W. Bell 
Diet. Law Scot . 294/2 All the other clauses of the deed are 
merely auxiliary, or subservient to the .dispositive clause, 
to which they are intended to give effect. 1868 Act 31-32 
Fict.c. xoi Sched. B. No. 1 After the inductive and dis- 
positive clauses, the deed may proceed thus. 

t A Of or pertaining to natural disposition or 
inclination. Obs. 

1656 Art if. H andsont . 84 Not to be reduced to any rules 
or bounds of reason and religion ; no, not under any inten- 
tional! piety, and habitual! or dispositive holinesse. 1681 
Baxter Apol. Nonconf. Min. 124 Want of dispositive 
willingness or of a right will. ' 
fB. ^. Obs. rare. 

1 . Something that disposes or inclines (see A. 2). 

1629 H. Burton Babel no Bethel 33 Their faith [is J but as 

a preparatiue or dispositiue to justification. 

2 . A dispositive document, law, or clause (see 
A- 3 )- 

1677 Temple Let. to Coventry Wks. 1731 II. 431 There 
was one essential Default in the very Dispositive ; which, 
was, __ The Omission of that Clause. 

Bispo sitively, adv. ? Obs. [f. prec. 4 -ly 2 .] 
In a dispositive manner. 

f l. By way of or in regard to disposition, inclin- 
ation, or tendency: opposed to effectively , actually ; 
sometimes nearly —Potentially. Oh. 

1475 Bk. Noblesse 50 If a const ellacionor prophesie signi- 
fied that suche a yere . . there shulde falle werre, pestilence 
or deerthe of vitaile t.o a con tree., it is said but dispositiflie 
and not of necessitie or certente. c 1624 Lushington Resurr. 
Serm. in Pkenix (1708) II. 489 Not to organize the body 
(it was not dismembred nor any way corrupted, not so much, 
as ‘in fieri’ — no, not disposiiively). 1630 Donne Serin. 
(1632) 39 Prayer actually accompanied with shedding of 
teares, and dispositively in a readines to shed blood .. in 
necessary cases. 1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. in. ix. 124 
That axiome in Philosophy, that the generation of one thing, 
is the corruption of another, although it be substantially true 
concerning the forme and matter, is also dispositively veri- 
fied in the efficient or producer. 1651 Baxter Inf Bapf, 92 
It is sufficient that the Parent be virtually and dispositively 
at present a Believer. 1666 Boyle Orig. Formes 4 Quat. 
(1667) 32 If there were no sensitive Beings, those Bodies 
that are now the Objects of our Senses, would be but dis- 
positively, if I may so speak, endowed with Colours, Tasts, 
and the like, and actually but onely with those more 
Catholick affections of Bodies, Figure, Motion, Texture, &c. 

2 . In a way that disposes. Obs. 

3592 R. D. Hypnerotomachia 8.r And thus touched with 
pleasant heates . . they began to boyle and kindle my colde 
feare; and dispositively to adopt my altered heate to sincere 
love. 

+ 3 . At the disposition of some controlling power. 
1616 R. Carpenter Past. Charge 42 Euery instrument 
worketh dispositively at the command of the principal! 

Bispositor (dispp-zitat). Astrol. [a. L. de- 
positor disposer, arranger, agent-n. from dispmere : 
see Dispose. Cf. OF. depositor r - eur , -our (Oresme, 
14th c.)] A planet that * disposes of’ another ( see 
Dispose v. 8 a) ; ‘ the lprd of a sign in its relation 
to another planet 

1398 G. C. Math. Phis. App. in Dariot* s Astrohg. F. iva. 
The qualitie and nature of the disease, .generally. .is to bee 
mdged of the nature of the signe of the 6 house, and the 
depositor thereof 1632 Gaule Magasirom. 141 For the 
planets (that lord it) are benefick, fortified In their proper 
houses influences, irradiations, significators, depositors, 
promissors. 1819 Jas, Wilson Compt. Diet. Astrol.. De- 
positor, that planet which disposes of another. 

f Bispo*sitory, a. Obs. rare. [f. L. disposii- 
ppl. stem of dispon&re to dispose: see -or Y.] Hav- 
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lag the quality o t disposing, fitting, or inclining: 

* Dispositive a . 2. 

1629 H. Burton Babel no Bethel 103 Preparatory and 
depository workes to Iustification. 1642 Heyhn Hist. 
Episc. 1. (1657) 66 A dispasitary power. 

If Bispo*sitris a L. fem. of depositor— she that 
disposes or arranges. In quot used attrib. = Dis- 
posing, dispositive. 

1677 Gale Crt. Gentiles II. iv. 388 If it be so, that the 
gubernatrix and dispositrix mind do thus dispose aUhing*. . 
[on p. 473 the same passage is rendered ‘gubern&tive dis- 
positive mind ’]. 

fBisposories, sb. pi., var. desposories, Desfon- 
Sories [Sp. desposorios ] Obs., betrothal. 

_i623 Earl of Bristol Let. 28 Dec. in Hey tin's Land 1. 
ii. (1668} rrs Letters which she intended to have written 
the day of her disposories to the Prince her Husband. 

Dispossess (disp&e‘s), v. [ad. OF. despos- 
sesser to dispossess (in Godef.), f. des-, Dis- 4 4 
possesser to Possess. Cf. the parallel med.L. dis- 
possidere , 16th c. F. desposseder, mcd.F. dfposseder. 
For the development of sense 2,2 b, cf. Possess.] 
1 . trans. To put (any one) out of possession ; to 
strip of possessions ; to dislodge, disseise, oust. 

1363 Child Marriages (E. E. T. S. ) 136 The said Roberte 
held possession in the said house till he was, bie order of 
Lawe, dispossessed. 1393 Shaks. John 1. i. 131 Shal then 
my fathers Will be of no force. To dispossesse that childe 
which is not his. 1667 Milton P. L. vit. 142 The seat Of 
Deitie supream, us dispossest He trusted to have seis’d. 
1763 H. Walpole Otranto iii. (1798) 49 His father and 
grandfather had been too powerful for the house of Vicenza 
to dispossess them. 1841 Elphinstone Hist. Lnd. II. 229 
They were dispossessed by the Arghuns of Sind, who were, 
in their turn, expelled by Prince Cdmran. 

Tb. To deprive (any one) of the possession of (a 
thing). 

1494 Fabyan Chron. vn. 536 Y® Sarazyns at this iourney 
were not dispossessyd of y® cytie of Thunys. 1576 Fleming 
Panopl. Epist, 273 Neverthelesse, I am not dispossessed of 
hope. 1603 Shaks. Meas. for M. u. iv. 22 Why doe’s my 
blond thus muster to my heart, .dispossessing all my other 
parts of necessary fitnes.se ? 1794 Sullivan View Nat. 1 . 299 
Let a foreign body dispossess water of its coldness. 1843 S. 
Austin Ranke's Hist. Ref. II. 389 The empire, .seemed to 
be regarded as already dispossessed of all its rights. 

ref. X555 Watreman Fardle Facions 11. xii. 278 To dis- 
possesse them seines of all that euer thei haue. Z595 Shaks. 
John iv. iii, 23 The king hath dispossest himselfe of vs. 
1849 Robertson Serm. Set*. 1. viii. 117 We have also dis- 
possessed ourselves of belief in the reality of retribution. 

to. with from , out of i To drive out (from a 
possession) ; to expel, banish. Obs. 

1600 E. Blount tr. Conestaggio 272 Having dispossessed 
F. from his charge, he began [etc.]. 1667 Milton P. L. xii. 
28 Who. .will, .quite dispossess Concord and law of Nature 
from the Earth. 1679 J* Smith Narrat. Pop. Plot Ded, 
Bb, Might your Popish Adversaries but once, .dispossess 
you out of the hearts of your Subjects. 1772 Ann. Reg. 
42/1 To make use of force, in dispossessing our people from 
PortEgmont. 

+ d. With double obj. (^omitted'). Obs. rare— 1 . 
1607 Shaks. Timon 1. i. 138 , 1 will choose Mine heyre from 
forth the Beggars of the world And dispossesse her all. 

# 1 2 - To cast out (the evil spirit by which any one 
is possessed) ; to exorcize. Obs. 

1618 Rowlands Sacred Mem. 34 Helpe, helpe, haue mercy, 
dispossesse this fiend. 1683 Hickes Case Inf. Bapt. 53 The 
true Disciples of Christ did then dispossess Devils. 1775 
H. Farmer Demoniacs N. T. l vii. 142 Writers, who .. re- 
present the devil as being every day dispossessed by Chris- 
tians. 

b* To rid (the possessed person) of (an evil 
spirit) : to free from demoniacal possession. 

*599 Hakluyt V ay. II, 1. 65 There are many possessed 
men in those parts, .who being dispossessed of the vneleane 
spirits, do presently beleeue in Christ who deliuered them. 
1624 Massinger Rehegado iv. iii, I cannot play the exorcist 
To dispossess thee. 1647 N. Bacon Disc. Govt. Eng. 1. x. 
(1739) 18 Then Exorcists, that served to dispossess such as 
were possessed by the Devil. 1676 Kidder Charity Dir. 

7 How many he . . Dispossessed, and Raised. 1801 Mar. 
Edgeworth Belinda (1832) II. xxviii. 273 He was dispos- 

cpceftfl of ,Vip. crvlvlf- ... u , _ ~ 


sessed of the evil spirit of gambling, as if by a miracle. 1843 
G, Oliver Coll. Biog. Soc. of Jfesus 74 His fame for dis- 
possessing obsessed persons becoming notorious. 

3 . iransf. and jig. To dislodge, oust, drive, out. 

. *598-9 E. Fqrde Parismus u. (1661) 4 But Fortune, .at an 
instant dispossessed their content. 1601 Shaks. Twel. N. 
iv. 11, 64 Thou shalt hold th’ opinion of Pythagoras . . and 
feare to kill a Woodcocke, lest thou dispossess the soule of 
thy grandam. ( 1676 Hobbes Iliad 1. 451 And having thirst 
and hunger dispossest. 1830 Herschel Stud. Nat. Phil. 
§ 68 Two kinds of prejudices, which .. moreover, differ ex- 
tremely in the difficulty of dispossessing them. 

Hence Disposse ssed ppl. a. ; Disposse*ssin^ 
vbl. sb. and ppl. a. ; Disposse ss sb. U. S. colloq., 
the act of ejecting from possession, ejectment, as 
in dispossess proceedings , d. warrant ; legal pro- 
ceedings or warrant to eject a tenant (Cent. Diet,)'. 
c£ Dispossessory. 

1397 Bp. J. King Jonas (16x8) 76 Discountenancings, 
disturbings, dispossessings of them. 1599 Minsheu, Des- 
posseydo, dispossessed, a 1631 Donne in Select. (1840) 96 
We require . . a dislodging, a dispossessing of the sin. 1628 
&arle Microcosm Cook (Arb.>47 For that time bee is tame 
and dispossest. i860 Froude Hist. Eng. V. 112 Thousands 
ofdispossessed tenants made their way to London. 

Dispossession (disp^ze-Jon), [n. of action 
from Dispossess ; cf. mod.F. dispossession,} 

1 * The action of dispossessing or fact of being 


; deprivation of or ejection from a 
possession. In Law ™ Ouster. 

2376 Fleming Panopl. Epist. 379 And playd the arrant 
rebells, seeking not his dispossession onely, but also bis de^- 
struction. 1666 R. Coke Justice Find. 36 The dispossession 
and disinheritance of another. 1768 Blackstone Comm-. 
III. 20X The remedy by ejectment is in it’s original an action 
brought by one who hath a lease for years, to repair the 
injury done him by d ^possession. 1885 A thenseum 23 May 

661/1 The dispossession of Huntley from the heritage. 

f b. concr. Something of which one has been 
dispossessed. Obs. nonce- use (after possession ) . 

1640 Quarles Enckirid. 1. 100 War res, whose ends are not 
to defend your owne Possessions, or to recover your dispos- 
sessions, are but Princely Injuries. 

2 . The casting out of an evil spirit; exorcism. 
1600 Darrell (title), A True Narration.. Wherein the 
doctrine of Possession and Dispossession of Demoniakes 
.. is particularly applied vnto Somers. 1647 Trapp Comm . 
Mark ix. 28 The dispossession of the devil out of many 
persons, -in Lancashire, .is very famous. 1773 H. Farmer 
Demoniacs N.T, in. iii. 351 If by possession they intended 
only to describe a disorder . . the removal of it was all they 
could intend by dispossession. 1863 S. J. Andrews LifcoJ 
our Lord 233 Cures of dispossession were among the earliest 
and commonest of the Saviour’s miracles. 

t Disposse*ssment. Obs. rare- 1 , [f. Dis- 
possess + -MENT.] The action of dispossessing or 
the fact of being dispossessed ; loss. 

1600 Heywood 1st Pt. Edw. IF, v. Wks. 1874 1 * 73 My 
husband grieves (alas 1 how can he choose ?) Fearing the dis* 
possessment of his Jane. 

Disposse*ssor. Also 7 -our. [f. Dispossess 
+ -or.] One who dispossesses. 

2593 Nashe Christ's T. (1613) 44 To oppugne the dispos- 
sessors of thy Deity. 1611 Tourneur^Z/z. Trag. m. ivi 
Wks. 1878 I. 95 , 1 will not be Your dispossessour but your 
Gardian. I will supply your Father's vacant place. 1768 
Blackstone Comm. III. 180 If the dispossessor has any 
legal claim, he may afterwards exert it, notwithstanding a 
recovery had against him in these possessory actions, i860 


Pusey M in. Proph. 228 The remnant of /non, 
livered. would dispossess their <’* 


being de- 

Disposse'ssory, a. [f. as prec. 4 -ory.] Re- 
lating to dispossession or eviction. 

1888 Union Signal (Chicago) 5 Apr., The number of dis- 
tress and dispossessory warrants issued. 

Bispo’st, v. [f. Dis- 7 4 Post sb . : cf. obs. F. 
desposter , -poester, -postir to dispossess] trans , 
To deprive of a post ; to dismiss or drive from a 
post or position. 

*577 Buchanan Let. to Randolph [‘Master of the postes'J 
Wks. (1892) 59 Albeit I beonfut, arid ye ryd the post; pray- 
ing you als not to dispost my hoste at Newwerk, Jone of 
Kelsterne. 1609 J. Davies HolyRoode (1876) 12 (D.) Now, 
thjnke thou see'st.. This kindling Cole of flaming Charirie 
Disposted all in post. 1823 Chalmers Serm. 1 . 255 It is God 
. . who alone can dispost it from this ascendency, 1827 Scott 
Napoleon xlvii, The. .resolution of disposting the Austrian 

f eneral by main force. 1832 Fraser's Mag. XLIII. 598 
.ord George Bentinck died disposted. 

Bispost, obs. pa. t. and pa. pple. of Dispose. 
Bisposure (dispJ-f^'ui). Now rare. [f. Dis- 
pose v. 4 -ure ; cf. Composure.] 

1 . Arrangement, order: ■= Disposition i, 2. 

a 1625 Fletcher Hum. Lieutenant iii. iv, She is so great 
ajmistress of disposure. 1658 Sir T. Browne Gard. Cyrus 
iii. 47 The remarkable disposure of those yellow fringes 
about the purple Pestill of Aaron. 1704 Swift Tale I\ 
Concl. (17x0) 240 In my Disposure of Employments of the 
Brain, I have thought fit Jo make Invention the Master. 
1824 Examiner 7 1/1 The disposure of the group is beautiful. 

t b. Good order, orderly arrangement. Obs. 
a 1637 B. Tonson Underwoods , Epit. F. Corbet, A life that 
. . was ... all order and disposure still. 
t 2 . Ordering, control, management, direction; 
dispensation; *= Disposal i, Disposition 3. Obs. 

*569 Colman Let. in Strype Ann. Ref. I. Iv. 609 Dis- 
posures . . and crosses are very grievous to the flesh. 1623 
K. Long tr. Barclay's Argenis n. xvii. 119 Out of the 
placing of the Starres . . out of their Influence on Children . . 
comes the whole disposure of their life and death. 1677 
Bates Chr. Relig. proved by Reason v. (R.) In the dis- 
posures of providence. 1689 Proc. Pres, Pari, ‘Justified 5 
Dissatisfied with the Management, and Disposure of Affairs. 

3 . The action of disposing of, making over, set- 
tling, etc, bestowal, assignment ; * Disposal 2, 3; 
Disposition 4. 

a 1649 Drumm. of Hawth. Hist. Jas. I, Wks. (1711) 3 
Rendrmg the disposure thereof [revenue] chast, sincere and 
pure for expenses necessary and profitable . 1663 Evelyn 
Mem. (*857) III. 173 The disposure and assignment of this 
prodigious royal aid of £ 2,500,000. 1682 Pennsylv. A rckvoes 
I. 50 Y b Disposure w ttn yo' 1 have already made of great 
Scopes of land. 1873 Browning Red Cott. Nt.-cap 168 
Disposure of the commerce — that took time, 
f 4 . Power or right to dispose of ; «= Disposal 4, 
Disposition 4 b. Obs. 

1606 Ford Af onor T ri. (1 843) 13 Inchained to the disposure 
of his ladle, 1630 Massinger Picture 1. Ii, Surrendering up 
My will and faculties to your disposure. 1661 E. Burroughs 
Plea cone. Quakers 20 At the Will and Disposure of the 
Almighty we are. a 1693 Urquhart Rabelais in. iii. 38 To 
acquire Creditors is not at the Disposure of each Man's 
Arbitriment. - 

+ 5 . Turn of mind; *= Disposition 6. Obs. 

1613 Chapman Revenge Bussy dAmbois iv. H ij a, His 
sweet disposure. As much abhorring to behold, as doe Any 
vnnaturall and bloudy action. 

Dispotto, dispofeicai, obs. ff. Despot, -ical. 
Dispouse, var. form of Despoose v. ''Obs. 


DISPOWEB. 
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DISPROPXT, 


f Dispower, v. Obs . rare. [Dis- 7 a.] trans. 
To deprive of power. 

1656 S. H. Gold, Law 66 How could they do less having 
power, then desert and dispower hint ? 

Dispoyle, -spoyly, obs. ft Despoil v. 
t Dispra*ctice. Ohs. rare. [Dis- 9.] Dis- 
continuance. 

1673 Penn Alex. Coppersnt. Rebuked 10 Well satisfied 
with any Member’s Dispracrice of an orderly Performance. 

+ Disprarsable, a. Ohs. [f. Dispraise v. + 
-able. Cf. OK. dcsprisable reprehensible, f. des- 
p ' iser to dispraise.] Worthy of dispraise or blame. 

c 1449 Fecock Repr. in. viii. 325 He therbi be. .preisable or 
dispreisable, doing honestli or doing dishonestli. 1553 
Grimalde Cicero's OJfices 1. (1558} 49 Innumerable other 
diuersities ther be of nature and of maners no deal yet dis- 
praysable. 1630 R. Johnsons Kingd. # Comnvw. 639 Onely 
in this it is dispraisable . . it bringeth forth Inhabitants of 
savage . . and inhumane behaviour. 16 . . T. Adams Wks. 
(1861-2) II. 462 (D.) It is dispraisable either to be senseless 
or fenceless. 1735 Johnson Dispraisible, unworthy cf 
commendation. Diet. 

Dispraise (ciispri?* *z), sb. [f. Dis- 9 + Praise 
sb. ; or t. Dispraise v. after praise sb. Cf. OB'. 
despris, despris, and see Disperse sb.] 

1 . The action or fact of dispraising ; the opposite 
of praise ; expression of disparagement ; blame, 
censure. 

1509 Hawes Past. Pleas, xi. vi, The morall sense they 
cloke full subtyly, In prayse or dysprayse, as it is reason- 
able. 1580 N orth Plutarch (1676) 218 Pie began to make 
along Oration in his dispraise. 1667 Milton P. L. xu 167 
To mee reproach Rather belongs, distrust* and all dispraise. 
1783 Hailes Antiq . Chr. Ch. i. 3 Does not necessarily 
imply either praise or dispraise. 1852 Tennyson Death 
Dk. Wellington 73 In praise and in dispraise the same, 
A man of well-attemper’d frame. 1852 Miss Yonge Cameos 
(1,877) II. xix. 197 Charles VI would not hear a word in his 
dispraise. 

2 . with a and pi. An act or instance of disprais- 
ing or blaming, b. A cause of blame, discredit, 
or disgrace. 

1533 Coverdale Wisd. iv, headings A disprayse of the 
wicked. 1580 Sidney Arcadia in. (1724) II. 7x8 Little did 
the melancholick Shepherd regard either his dispraises, or 
the other’s praises. 1641: Hinde J. Bruen xli. 129 To bee 
praised of a man utterly unworthy of any praise himselfe, 
is a dispraise. 1734 Richardson Grandison I. xxxvi. 257 
How far from a dispraise in this humane consideration. 
1872 Howells Wedd. Jouru. 33 As they twittered their 
little dispraises. 

Dispraise (dispr£!*z), v. Forms; 4-5 dis- 
preise-n, 4-7 disprayse, 5 despreise, des-, 
dyspreyse, 5-6 dysprayse, 5-7 despraise, 6 
dispreyse, -prease, 6-7 disprase, 4- dispraise, 
[a. OF. despreisier, -preiser, -prisier, «= Pr. des- 
prezar, despreciar x Sp. despreciar, It. disprezza?-e : 
—late L. or Romanic type *dispretiare for ci.L. 
depretiare : see Depreciate and De- I. 6. 

In OF., originally, the tonic stem had -pris-, the atonic 
-preis-y hence inf. despreisier , 3 sing. pr. desprise. But 
these distinctions were subseq. confused, and at length 
levelled under the -pris- form : thence Eng. Disprize.] 

I. trans. To do the opposite of to praise ; to 
speak of with disparagement, depreciation, blame, 
or disapprobation ; to blame, censure. 

4 x300 Cursor M. 27585 (Cott.) We agh ilk [fallen] man 
upraise, and in vr hert vrself dispraise. C1386 Chaucer 
Melib. r 105 (Hart.) Who-so wil haue: Sapience schal no 
man desprayse. c 1400 Rom. Rose 1053 For to dispreisen, 
and to blame That best deserven love and name. 1494 
Fabyan Chron. iv. lxix. 47 She dispraysed hym in that, 
that he worshypped a man y fc was nay led vpon a Crosse. 
1547-64 Bauldwin Mot. Philos. (Palfr.) 166 Doe not that 
thy selfe, which thou dispraisest in another. z6xz Woodall 
Surg. Mate Pref. Wks. (1653) 12 Foxes dispraise the grapes 
they cannot reach. 1616 B. Jonson Epigr. 1, lii. To Cen- 
sorious Court ling, I rather thou should’st utterly Dispraise 
my Work, than praise it frostily. 171a Steele Sped. No. 
288 F 3 While they like my Wares they may dispraise my 
Writing. 1850 W. Irving Goldsmith xxvi. 259 Johnson, 
who . . rarely praised or dispraised things by halves. 185a 
Robertson Led. 177 Men who cannot praise Dryden with- 
out dispraising Coleridge. 

absol. 1483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 235/1 To fore thys tyme 
I despreysed and scorned and wend there had ben none 
other lyf than this, c 1600 Shahs. Sami, xcv, That tongue 
that tells the story of thy dales . . Cannot dispraise. 1650 
FubLEm Pisgah t. vi 16 When he intends to praise or dis- 
praise, he will doe it to the purpose. 1878 Miss Tytler 
Anne Ascue i. in Sunday Mag. 36 As for you or any other 
. I will not dispraise, because I know you not. 

1 2 . To speak of depreciatingly or contemp- 
tuously; to depreciate, despise. Obs. 

C1386 Chaucer Melib. F 5 Whan Prudence had herd hire 
husbond avaunte him of his richesse. .dispreising the power 
of his adversaries. 1473, Bk. Noblesse 59 Fabius despraised 
renommee and vayne glorie, but onlie gafe his solicitude, 
thought, and his bisy cure about the comon profit of Rome, 
ersoo Melusine xx. 1x3 Dyspreyse not your enmyes though 
they be litel, but make euer good! watcher 
8. To bring dispraise upon, to cause to be depre- 
; dated or despised, rare. , 

1879, E. Arnold Lt. Asia. vm. (1881) 226 These riches 
shall not fade away in life, Nor any death dispraise. 

Hence Disprai'sed ppl. a. ; Dispraising vbl. 
sb. and ppl. a.; Dispxai* singly adv. 

C X386 Chaucer Pars. T. r 42,3 In dispreisynge of hym 
that men preise. 1483 Cath, AngL 101/2 Dispraysinge, 
deprauado. 1526 Pitgr. Per/. (W, de W. 1531). 238 All y° ; 
crymes of y e tonge, as sclaunders, detraccyons . . or dis- 


praysynges, etc. 1532 Huloet, Dispraysed, despecfUs, des- 
pic at us, obireciatus. 1604 Shaks. Oth. 111. iii. 72 When 
I haue spoke of you dispraising! y. S839 Fraser's Mag. 
XIX. 31 [He] is dispraisingly sketched by the authoress. 

Bisprai'serl [-erL] One who dispraises. 

1332 Tindale Expos. < 5 * Notes Wks. 194 Cursed be the., 
dispraysers of them that be good to bring them out of 
fauour. 1640 G. Watts tr. Bacon's Adv. Learn, vi. iii. 
(R.) Praisers and dispraisers many times doe but aime at 
their own ends, and do not think all they say. 1880 Ruskin 
in 1.9th Cent. VIII. 201 Unbeliever, unmaker, and dispraiser. 
Hence Disprai seress, a female dispraiser. 

36x1 CoTGR., Desp7'iseresse y a disesteemeresse, despiseresse,, 
or dispraiseresse of. 

t Disprai*sewortliy ? a. Ohs. rare. [f. Dis- 
praise sb., after praiseworthy.] Worthy or deserv- 
ing of dispraise ; blameworthy. 

1553 Grimalde Cicero's Offices 111. (1558) 137 If they bee 
dispraiseworthye who haue held their peace, what is to bee 
thought of those who haue used a vainnesse of talke ? 

Disprave, bad form of Deprave. 

1402 Hoccleve Letter of Cupid 265 Than to deprave 
[Rpeghfs ed. Chancer dispraue] wommen generally. 

f Dis prayer. Obs. rare . [Di&- 9 : cf. OF. 
desprier to unsay a prayer.] ? Deprecation. 

1615 Daniel Queen's Arcadia iii. v. Wks. (xjij) 194 
That Sound of Words, that answers not the Tone Of my 
Disprayers In th’ Accents of like Moan. 

Dispread, disspread (dispre*d), v. arch. 
Forms : 6 dispred, despreed, 7- dispread, dis- 
spread. Pa. t. and pple. dispread ; 6 despred, 
6-7 dispred, 7- disspred, (pa. pple. en on. 7 dis- 
preden, 8 -edden). [f. di-, Dis- 1 + Spread v.] 

1 . trans. To spread abroad or out; to extend, 
expand, dilate, open out. 

1390 Spenser F. Q. i. iv. 17 Drawne of fayre Pecoclcs, that 
excel! in pride. And full of Argus eyes their tayles dis- 
predden wide. X591 — Virg. Gnat 242 Looslie on the 
grassie greene dispredd. 1396 — F. Q. v. xii 13 Like as 
a tender Rose . . Dispreds the glorie of her ieaues gay. 
x6oo Fairfax Tasso 1. xl. 9 Baldwine his ensigne faire did 
next despreed. x6x6 S andys Ps. c xx. in Farr P. Jas. /, 
(1848) 80 A vine on wall disspred. 1639 G. Daniel Ecclus . 
xxiv. 51 Dispreden farr, Farre as the Terebinth* my branches 
are. 1714 Solomon's Song in Steele's Poet. Misc. 242 While 
opening Buds their folded Leaves dis-spread. 1738 Wesley 
Psalms xlv. iv. Dispread the Victory of thy Cross, a 1766 
W. Thompson Hymn to May xxii. 3 Have ye not seen .. 
Striding the clouds a bow dispredden wide? 1838 Mrs. 
Browning Vis Poets 203 The lady stood beside his head. 
Smiling a thought* with hair dispread. 1863 W. Lancaster 
Praeterita 64 The disunited, desolated hands Listless of 
use and nervelessly disspread. 

2. intr. (for refii) 

1596 Spenser F. Q. iv. vii. 40 His face they [his lockes] 
overgrew, And over all his shoulders did dispred. 1642 H. 
More Sang of Soul 1.1. xlix, She is the centre from whence 
all the light Dispreads. 1727-46 Thomson Summer 209 
; Tyrant Heat, dispreading through the sky With rapid 
sway. 

Hence Bisprea’d///. a . ; Disprea ding vbl. sb.; 
Bisprea'&er, one who spreads abroad. 

1636 Fealty ClavisMyst. ii. 15 Joseph of Arimathea.. 
a great dispreader of the Gospel. 1642 H. More Song 
of Soul n. rir. iv. x, Dispread exility Of slyer reasons fails. 
1644 Milton Areop. (Arb.) 48 Dispredders both of vice 
and error. <2x652 J. Smith Sel. Disc. vii. vi. (1821) 361 
The dispreadings and distended radiations of his love. 
1890 Spectator 15 Feb , Prophets descend from the ceiling 
of the Sistine to become andirons, and tbeir dispread limbs 
find a motive in the poker and tongs. 

Bisprease, -preise, obs. ff. Dispraise. 
Bisprejudice, v. rare. [Dis- 7 a.] trans. 
To free from prejudice. 

1634 W. Mountague Devout Ess. it. vii § 5 (R.) Those 
. . will easilie be .. disprejudiced in point of the doctrine. 

Bisprepa-re, v. rare. [Dis- 6.] trans . 

To render unprepared. 

1631 Hobbes Leviath. iv. xliv, A confederacy of deceivers 
that . . endeavour . . to extinguish in them [men] the light, 
both of nature and the Gospel ; and so to disprepaxe them 
for the Kingdom of God to come. 

t Dispre*ss, v. Ohs. [f. Dis- 1 + Press v.J 
trans. To press or force asunder or apart. 

^ 1603 Timme Quersit. nr. 156 Mercurial vapours thickened 
; into Cloudes..and. .not able to be dispressed. 1617 Mark- 
ham! Caval. 1. 83 The searing of the skinne. .doth so seauer 
and dispresse it, that it will neuer after meete close together 
againe. a 1627 Hayward Edw. VI \ 1630^92 Princes . . in 
no case to endure their suprearae authority to be force- 
ably either oppressed or dispressed by their subjects* 

Disprie*st, V. rare. [Dis- 7 b.] tram. To 
deprive of the priesthood. 

*563-87 Foxe A. Sr M. (1596) 131/2 If he did well in so 
! dispreesting and discharactering Formosus. x6xi Florio, 
Spreiare , to vnpriest, to dispriest. 

Disprince : see Dis- 7 b. 

Disprison (dispri-z’n), v. [Dis- 7 c. Cf. obs. 
F. desprisonner, mod.F. dep-l\ tram. To set free 
from prison. Hence Disprrsoned ppl. a. 

1842 Lytton Zanoni vi. vii, The disprisoned mind. 

Disprivacied (disprolwasid), ppl. a . [£. Dis- 
• 7 a.] Deprived or bereft of privacy. 

1848 Lowell Fable for Critics Poet. Wks, 1890 III. 93 
On the poet’s dis-privacied moods. .the pert critic intrudes, 

Disprivilege (disprrvileds), V. Also 7-8 
-edge. [Dis- 7 a (or 6).] 

1 . trans. To deprive (a person) of privilege, 
a 16x7 Bayne On Eph. (t 658) 125 Our love must be shewed 
them .. unlesse their foolish lewdness dis-priviledge them. 


1670 Penn Lib. of Come. iv. Wks. (1726) 1 . 452 So acting and 
believing, dispriviledges them for ever of that Recompence. 
x88a Trans. R . Hist. Soc. X. 253 One ought not to dis** 
privilege a person without his knowledge. 

f 2 . To annul or undo the privilege of. Ohs. rare. 

1622 H. Sydenham Serm, Sol. Occ. n, (1637) 141 Let not 
my zeale to the Priest disprivilege my allegiance to my King. 

t Disprrze, sh. Obs. Also 6 dispriee. ^ [al 
OF. despris ‘ disesteeme, contempt, disdaine 9 
(Cotgr.), earlier despris** It. disprezzo, Sp. dis- 
precio :-~late L. type *dispretium. See Disprize v. 
and cf. Prize, Price.] Disparagement, deprecia- 
tion, contempt. 

1560 Rolland Crt. Vemts n. 61 half done greit dispric[e]. 
c 1636 James Iter Lane . (Cheth. Soc.) IntrocL 36 In disprize 
of death. 

Disprize (disproi-z), v. Obs . or arch. Forms; 

5 despryse, 5-6 desprise, dispryse, 6 dyspryse, 
7 disprise, 7- disprize. [a. late OF. despris c-r 
for original despreisier (tonic stem desprise) : see 
Dispraise, which represents the earlier OF. form.] 

1 . trans. To depreciate, undervalue ; to hold 
in small repute or in contempt, arch. 

1480 Caxton Ovid's Met. xu. xiv, He desprised Hector and 
his menace. 3484 — Chivalry (Caxton) 80 Kynge Alysander 
in desprysing auarice and couetyse had alwey the handes 
stratched forthe for to gyue unto his knyghtes. x6o6 Shake. 
Tr. Cr. iv. v. 74 'Tis done like Hector ; but securely done, 
A little proudly, and great deale disprising The knight 
oppos’d. 1644 Quarles Barnabas 4- B. (1851) 147 And wilt 
thou more disprize the giver than the gift? 1886 [see 
Disprized below.] • 

f b. To make of small account ; to dishonour. 

1308 A. Cadiou Porteous of Noblenes in Compl. Scot. (1801) 
Introd. 204 He desprisis his nobilnes that, .kepis noght hym 
selue clene. 

f c. To bring into depreciation. Obs. 

a 1687 Cotton Ode to Lydia (T.) Dishevel, sunset, thy 
yellow hair, Whose ray does burnished gold disprize. 

f 2 . To dispraise, disparage, decry; to speak of 
slightingly. Obs. 

1314 Barclay Cyt. <$* Uplondyshm. (Percy So c.) 4 The 
frosty wynter . . Whiche men than praysed, they now dyspryse 

6 hate. 1570 Satir. Poems Reform, xviii. 53 Thair fact 
and act all Scotland now disprysis. 1621 Quarles Argahts 
<$• P. (1678) 4 Some trust to fame, some secretly disprize Her 
worth. 

Hence Dispri zed ppl. a . ; Dispxi-zing vbl. sb. 
and ppl. a. 

1500 Burgh Rec. Edin. 20 Oct. (Jam.) William Paterson 
[andl Patrick Lowiesoun convict be ane assyse vpoun the 
disprysing of William Todrig, baillie, invadand him with., 
drawm swordis. 1560 Rolland Crt. Venus 11. 179 Bot be 
no way in Venus disprysing. x6oss Shaks. Ham . hi. i. 72s 
For who would beare . . The pangs of dispriz’d Loue._ x886 
Dowden Shelley I. iv. 154 Haunted by thoughts of liis own 
disprized love. 

Dispro'babilize, v. rare . [f. Dis- 6 + Proba- 
BiLiZE.J tram. To deprive of probability, render 
improbable. Hence Dispro‘babiHzing’ pph j 
Disprobabiliza*tion. 

3827 Bentham Ration. Judic. Evid. iii. 13 The principal! 
fact will be considered as being, in a greater or less degree,- 
disprobabilized. Ibid., The existence of this disprobabilizing 
fact. Ibid. 16 Notice cannot but be taken of the opposite 
effect, disprobabilization . 

t Bisproba*tion. Obs . [Dis- 9, after dis- 
prove.] ■= Disapprobation. 

1647 M. Hudson Div. Right Govt. 11. vi no The Books 
of Exodus and Numbers record ten several disprobationsi 
and murmurings of the people against Moses . . Neither did 
the peoples disprobation of his just Power ..unking David. 

Dispro •'foative* CL. rare. [Dis- io, after dis- 
prove!] That tends to disprove. 

1823 Bentham Not Paul 23 A disprobative Circumstance. 
1827 — Ration. Judic. Evid. in. 16 Little need for con- 
sidering the probative force (the disprobative force it will 
here be held). 

Disprofe, -profife, obs. ff. Disproof. 

t Bisprofe’SS, V. Obs. rare. [Dis- 6.] ti'ans. 
To renounce the profession of. 

1590 Spenser F. Q, iii. xi. 20 His armes, which he had 
vowed to disprofesse, She. .did about him dresse. 

Dispro “fit, sb. Obs. or arch. [f. D1S-9 + 
Profit sb. j The opposite of profit ; disadvantage, 
detriment. 

1494 Fabyan Chron. vit. 618 All was ruled by the queue & 
her counsayll, to the great disprofite of the kynge & his 
realme. 3596 Dalrymple tr. Leslie's Hist. Scot. vi. 330 
Weiris ar begun, with gret slauchtir on baith sydes, dis- 
proffet and skaith. 1620 Markham Farew. Hush, il xxii. 
(1668) xao You shall want their Company . . which is both 
discomfort and disprofit. 3733 Wesley Wks. (1872) XIV. 
125 Adjectives signifying, .disprofit . .govern a Dative Case^ 
3837 Carlyle Mzrabeau Misc. (1872; V. 217 They fought 
much ; with an eye to profit, to redress of disprofit. 
f b. with tr and pi. A disadvantage. Obs. 

a 3368 Coverdale Bk. Death 1. viii. Wks. II. '56 ' All the' 
aforesaid disprofits and griefs do justly vanish. 1651 Hobbes 
Govt. $ Soc. x. § 2. 349! All .the profits and disprofits arising, 
from government. 3673 H. M. tr. Erasm, Colloq. 219 Lest 
1 should get for my self any profit by others disprofits. 

Dispro ’fit, v. Obs. or arch. [f. Dis- 6 + Profit 
v. (possibly from Fr.).] 

1 . trans. To bring disadvantage to ; to injure, in- 
commode, inconvenience. 

3483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 264/1 [He] commendyd hym to 
god prayeng that the pryson shold not disproufyte hym. 
353a in W. H. Turner Select. Rec. Oxford 113 The Towno 
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is not profited by them, but . - disprofited. 1660 tr. Para - 
celsus’ A rchidoxis n. no* That which is Innate doth neither 
profit, or disprofit any one. 1837 Carlyle Fr. Rev. II. v. 
vii, Of the whole two thousand there are not now half a 
score, .that will profit or disprofit us. 1850 — Latter-d. P. 
vii. (1872) 246. 

f 2. inir. (for rejl.) To fail to profit ; to receive 
disadvantage or injury. Obs. 

x$6x T. Norton Calvin’s Inst iv. 88 He hath sene no 
worse menne than those that disprofited in monasteries. 
Hence Dispro *fited ppl. a . , Dispro'fLting vbl. s6. 
1599 Minsheu, Desaprovechado, disprofited. 163a Sher- 
wood, A disprofiting, Endommag&ment. 

t Bispro'fitaMe, a. 06s. [f. Dis- io + Pro- 
fitable: cf. obs. F. despr oft able ( 16 th c. in 
Godef.h] Unprofitable ; detrimental. 

1548 Hall Chron, % Hen. /’/// (an. i pH 18091 739 He had 
. .discharged 12 Articles whiche were moste grevous ■& dis- 
profitable to the Frenche Kyng. 1572 R. H. tr. Lav at eras’ 
Ghostes To Rdr. (1596) A iij, Profitable therefore it is. .vnto 
many, and disprofitable vnto none. 

Disproof (disprz7’f). Forms: 6 disprofe, 
•proufe, -prove, 6 - disproof, [f. Dig- 9 + Proof, 
after Disprove.] The proving of a thing not to 
be what is asserted; refutation, confutation; the 
evidence constituting such, refutation. 

1531 Elyot Gov. i. xiv. (1883) 153 Therin they do dili- 
gently obserue the rules of Confirmation and Confutation, 
wherin resteth prouf and disproufe. 1533 More Anew. 
Poysoned Bk. Wks. 1099/2 These woordes haue .. in them- 
selfe, neither any thyng in disprofe of the very eating of 
his flesh, nor for the profe yt he ment the beliefe of hys 
death. 1695 Woodward Nat. Hist. Earth 1. 45 A fuller and 
more effectual Disproof of the recited opinions. 1823 Syd. 
Smith Wks. (1859) H* 66/1 Such allegations ..are scarce 
ever susceptible of specific disproof. 1884 tr. Lotze’s 
Metaph. 194 Such a proof., has never been attempted ; the 
burden of disproof has been thrown on the opposite view. 

b. with a and pi. An instance of this ; a dis- 
proving fact or piece of evidence. 

42x630 May Satir. Puppy (1657) 20 Lest he should betray 
himself to an eminent disproof. 1699 Bentley Phal. Pref. 
51 A sufficient Disproof of this malicious Calumny. 1877 
E. R. Conder Bas. Faith v. 233 Lightly to. pass over all. , 
irreconcilable facts as mere difficulties, not disproofs. 

t Bispro*perty, v. Obs. rare. [Dis- 7 b.] 
tram. To deprive of property ; to dispossess. 

1607 Shaks. Cor. n. i. 264 He would Haue made them Mules, 
silenc’d their Pleaders, And dispropertied their Freedomes. 

Disproportion, ^dispropoe-jjbni, sb. [f. Dis - 9 
+ Proportion : perh. a. F. disproportion ( 16 th c. 
in Hatz.-Darm.).] 

Want of proportion in number, quantity, size, 
etc. ; lack of symmetry or due relation of quantity 
or number between things or parts of the same 
thing; the condition of being out of proportion. 

1555 Eden Decades 190 The disproportion that they haue 
to all other beast es. 1642 F uller Holy Jp Prof. St. m. xxii. 
214 Let there be no great disproportion in age. a 1656 Bp. 
Hall in Spurgeon Treas. Dav. Ps. cxliv. 3 The dispropor- 
tion betwixt us and them [gnats] is but finite. 1732 Johnson 
Rambler No. 196. t 3 The disproportion will always be 
great between expectation and enjoyment. 1878 Masque 
Poets 208 Evil perhaps being nothing more nor less Than 
good in disproportion or excess. 1880 Dixon. Windsor III. 
xxxiii. 325 A sense of disproportion lifts men into mirth. 

b. with a and pi . : An example of this ; some- 
thing out of proportion. 

1597 Daniel Civ. Wars L xxxviii, Disproportions harmony 
do break. 1604 Shaks. Oth. hi. iii. 233 Foule disproportions, 
Thoughts vnnaturall. 1667 Milton P. L. vm. 27 Reasoning 
I oft admire, How Nature wise and frugal could commit 
Such disproportions. 1875 Jowett Plato (ed. 2) III. 672 
A leg too long, or some other disproportion. 

Disproportion, ^, [f. the sb. Cf. F. dis- 
proportionner.} trans. To render or make out of 
due proportion. 

1393 Shaks. 3 Hen. VI, hi. ii. 160 Shee did corrupt frayle 
Nature with some Bribe . . To shape my Legges of an vn- 
equall size, To dis-proportion me in euery part, a 163* 
Donne Lett. (1651) 7 Nothing disproportions us as mur- 
muring. 1838 Lytton A lice xi. viii. Statutes that dispro- 
portion punishment to crime. 1864 W. Fairb airn in Reader 
27 Feb. 270/1 It is even possible so to disproportion tlm top 
and bottom areas of a wrought-iron girder, .as to cause it to 
yield with little more than half the ultimate strain. 

Dispropo'rtionable, a. [f. prec. + -able.] 
Out of due or symmetrical proportion ; dispropor- 
tionate. 

1389 Puttenham Eng. Poesie in. xxiv. (Arb.) 283 So was 
the kings action proportionable to his estate and therefore 
decent, the Philosophers, disproportionable both to his pro- 
fession and calling and therefore indecent. 1640 Wilkins 
New Planet vi. (1707) 209 Such an incredible Celerity, as is 
altogether disproportionable to its Bigness, a 1717 Blackall 
Wks. (1723) I. 336 Seeing . . the .good and evil things of this 
Life and of the next are so vastly disproportionable. _ 1760-72 
tr. Juan & Ulloa’s Voy. (ed. 3) I. 124 Its belly is, in large- 
ness, very disproportionable to its body, 

Dispropo*rtionableness. [f. prec. + 
-ness.] The quality of being out of proportion. 

1651 Biggs New Lisp. 1 131 Consisting of crudities, dis- 
proportionablenesse. 1664 H. More Myst Iniq. 336 From 
the disproportionableness of the seventh Age of the world 
to the rest, 1894 Newspr., A correspondent has sub- 
mitted the word 4 disproportionableness *, as the longest in 
the English language. 

Disproportionably, adv. [f. as prec, + 
ly 2 .] In a manner or to an extent which is out 
of due proportion ; disproportionately. 
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2608 Dispute Quest. Kneeling Sacrament 3 Why doe wee 
..disproportionably and unsutably deineane our selues at 
the table and feast of our Lord Iesus. 1770 Langhorne 
Plutarch (1879) I. 376/2 His head was disproportionably 
long. 1838 Lytton A lice 65 The room was almost dispro- 
portionably lofty. 

Dispropo*rtional, a. and sb. [f. Dispro- 
portion + -al ; cf. F. disproportion net.] 

A. adj. «= Disproportionate. 

1609 Holland Amm. Marcell. Anno t. Cij a, Then the 
length were disproportionall to the breadth. 1645 Milton 
Colast. (18511 371 To force the continuance of manage be- 
tween mindes found utterly unfit, and disproportional, is 
against nature. 1692 Locice Educ. § 158 It is very dispro- 
portional to the Understanding of childhood. 

B. sb. A disproportional quantity or number. 

a x6g6 Scarburch Euclid (1705 ) 102 Having finished his 
Explanations of. .Proportionals, and Disproportionals. 
Hence Dispropo’rtffonalness - next. 

1730-6 in Bailey « folio). In recent Diets. 

DisproportionaTity. [f. prec. + -ity.] The 
quality of being disproportional. 

1642 H More Song of Soul n. iii. m. lx, The world so’s 
setten free From that untoward disproportionalitie. x668 
Div. Dial. 11. xii. (1713) 125 That poison is nothing but 
d ^proportionality of particles to the particles of our own 
Bodies. 1818 Bentham Ck. Eng. 374 For. .services of the 
occasional class . . Pay, by disproportionality excessive. 

Disproportionally, adv. [f. as prec. + -ly 2 ] 
In a manner or to an extent that is out of pro- 
portion. 

1733 in Johnson. 1839 Johnston in Proc. Berw. Nat. 
Chib I. No. 7. 201 The eyes of the embryo, at this period 
disproportionally large. 1845 M«Culloch Taxation 11. ix. 
(1852) 334 Disproportionally heavy taxes are the great cause 
of smuggling. 1880 T. W. Webb in Nature XXL 213 The 
satellites [of Mars] . . are . . so disproportionally minute, 
according to our limited ideas of proportion. 

Disproportionate, a. [f. Dis- io + Pro- 
portionate a. Cf. F. disproportions ( 16 th c.) : 
see -ate 2 .] Out of proportion ; failing to observe 
or constitute due proportion ; inadequately or exces- 
sively proportioned. Const, to. 

1353 Eden Decades 189 His toonge. .very longe and thynne 
and much disproportionate to his bodye. 1614 S elden Titles 
Hon. 135 Neither is this annointing much disproportionat 
to that. 1722 Wollaston Relig . Nat. ix.. 181 A long re- 
pentance is a disproportionate price for a short enjoyment. 
186a H. Spencer First Brine. 11. iv. § 53 (1875) 17 6 Effects 
extremely disproportionate to causes. 1867 F reeman Norm. 
Cong. (1876) I. iv. 246 Dwelling at an apparently dispropor- 
tionate length on some subjects. 

t Disproportionated, a. Obs. rare. [f. 
prec. + -ED 1 .] *«prec. Hence f BispropoTtion- 
atedness = Disproportionateness. 

1572 J, Jones Bathes of Bath. 11. 100 The qualitie [of Bath 
waters] especially disproportionated with as great a degree 
of heat., cannot be induced but by an especial heat. 1647 
H, More Song of Soul Notes 391 No such vast excentricity 
as there, nor disproportionatednesse of Orbs and motions. 
x668 — Div . Dial. I. 23 That thinner Element being dis- 
proportionated to the Lungs of either Birds or Beasts. 

Disproportionately, adv. [f. as prec. + 
-ly 2 .] In a manner or to an extent which is out 
of proportion, inadequate, or excessive. 

1682 SirT. Browne Chr. Mor. ii. 8 (T.) He. .dispropor- 
tionately divideth his days. 1696 Whiston Th. Earth iv. 
(1722) 294 Nothing should happen unseasonably, unfitly, 
disproportionately. 1705 Bosman Guinea 250 The Head 
disproportionately large. 1867 Froude Short Stud., Criti- 
cism $ Gospel xbx Among the multitude the elements are 
disproportionately mixed. 

Dispropo*rtionateness. [f. as prec. + 

-ness.] The quality of being out of proportion. 

x668 H. More Div. Dial. 11. xviii. (1713) 347 The Incon- 

S ruity and Disproportionateness of the Use of them. 1819 
oleridge in Lit. Rem. (1836) II. 258 It would argue a dis- 
proportionateness, a want of balance. 1874 Farrar Christ 
x.119 Everyone must have been struck, .with the apparent 
disproportionateness between the cause and the effect. 

Disproportioned, ppl a. [f. Dispropor- 
tion v. + -ED ; cf. F. disproportionnP] Made or 
rendered out of proportion; disproportionate. 

1597 Hooker Eccl. Pol. v. lxxviii. (1611)424 It argueth a 
disproportioned minde in them whom so decent orders dis- 
please. x6io Shaks. Temp. v. i. 290 He is as dispropor- 
tion’d in his Manners As in his shape. 1699 Bentley Phal. 
533. 1787 T. Jefferson J^rzY.(i859)II. 199 The women and 
children are often employed in labors disproportioned to 
their sex and age. 1851 Mayne Reid Scalp Hunt . xxviii, 
I gazed at the huge disproportioned heads, 
t b. Inconsistent. Obs. 

1604 Shaks. Oth * 1. iii. 2 Duke. There’s no composition in 
this N ewes, That giues them Credite. 1 Sen. Indeed, they 
are disproportioned. 

t Dispro*priate, v. Obs. [f. Dis- 6 + L. pro- 
prium own, possession, property, after appropriate , 
expropriate .] trans. To deprive of the ownership 
((t/* something) ; to dispossess, 

1613 Purchas Pilgrimage ii. vii. 113 Who knoweth whether 
those Appropriations did not .. dispropriate them of that 
which in a juster proprietie was given them ? 

Disprovable (dispnrvab’l), a. [f. Disprove 

V. + -ABLE.] 

+ 1. Reprehensible, to be disapproved. Obs. 

1348 Gest Pr. Masse , The third and last cause why 
masse prayer is disprovable is by reason therin it is prayed 
[etc.]. 1579 Fulke Refut . Rasiel 709 We receive them, or 

refuse them, as they be approuable or disprouable by the 
saide. .doctrine. 
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2. Capable of being disproved ; refutable. 

1683 Boyle Eng. Notion Nat . 114 (L.) The incorrupt!, 
bleness and immutability of the heavenly bodies is more 
than probably disproveable by the sudden and irregular 
generation, changes, and destruction of the spots of the sun. ' 
1873 W. R. Greg Enigmas of Life Pref. 5 No disprovable 
datum is suffered to intrude. 

Bisproval (dispr?7*val). rare . [f. Disprove + 
-AL.] The act of disproving ; disproof. 

1614 Jackson Creed hi. n. v. [vi.] § 1, 47 Whither no 
European is likely to resort for a disprouall of his relation. 
1871 Morley Voltaire (1886) 250 A direct disproval of the 
alleged facts on which the system professes to rest. 

Disprove (disprzpv). v. Also 5 dis-,dyspreve, 

7 disproove. Pa. pple. disproved ; also dis- 
pro ven. [a. OF. desprove-r, -proiwer, f. des-, L. 
dis- + prover to Prove. Early variants were De- 
prevk, Deprove, q.v. 

The OF. stressed-stem form desprueve , freuve , gave the 
variant dispreve, whence (on the analogy of strong verbs, as 
weave , woven) the pa. pple. disproven. ] 

1. trans. To prove (an assertion, claim, etc.) 
to be false or erroneous ; to show the fallacy or 
non-validity of ; to refute, rebut, invalidate. 

C1380 Wyclif Set. Wks. III. 345 It is no nede to argue 
her for to disprove J?is foli. 1386 Rolls of Parlt. III. 225/2 
The which thyng . . by an even Juge to be proved or dis- 
proved. a 1400 Pistill of Susan 294 , 1 schal be proces apert 
disproue pis a-pele, For nede. a 1450 Cov. Myst. (1851) 315 
Their owyn pepyl han dysprevyd Al that I have for the seyd 
or mevyd. _ 1594 Hooker Eccl. Pol. 11. vii, (161 1) 72 Neither 
doth . . the infirmity of men ouerthrow or disproue this. 1601 
Shaks. Jttl. C. hi. ii. 105, I speake not to disprooue what 
Brutus spoke, But heere I am ; to speake what I do know. 
1796 Bp. Watson Apol. Bible 346 A lesson which philosophy 
never taught, which wit cannot ridicule, nor sophistry dis- 
prove. 1814 Chalmers Evid. Chr Revel, ix. 251 There is a 
mighty difference between not proven and disproven. 1836 
Stanley Sinai $ Pal. i. (1858) 53 No one can now prove or 
disprove the tradition. 1873 Jowett Plato {t d. 2) III. 363 
Nay, he replied, that is already disproven. 

t b. To prove to be non-existent or fictitious. 

c 1430 Life St. Kath. (1884) 29 How she dispreved hys 

f oddes. c 1440 Capgrave Life St. Kath. iv. 1576 Saturne, 
e firste whom ye soo dispreue. 

2. To prove (a person) to be untrue or erroneous 
in his statements; to convict (a person) of false- 
hood or error ; to refute, confute. Obs. or arch. 

1389 Cogan Haven Health ccxiv. (1636) 227 Some perad- 
venture will disprove mee by their owne experience. 3604 
Shaks. Oth. v. ii. 172 Disproue this Villaine, if thou bee’st 
a man : He sayes, thou told’st him that his wife was false. 
1633 Hall Hard Texts , N. T. 42 Ye Sadducees are in this 
palpably disproved. 1709 Strype Ann. Ref. I. Iii. 560 One 
of these that did this was Dr. Calfhill, in two sermons 

S reached in the same cathedral, the bishop present to hear 
imself disproved. 1749 Chesterf. Lett. II. ccii. 267 Should 
you. .happen to disprove me. 

f 3. To disallow authoritatively ; to disapprove. 
Also intr. with of. Obs. 

1477 Norton Ord. Alch. vi. in Ashm. (1652) 100 That 
other [Art] is disproved and plainely forebod. 1494 Fabyan 
Chron. vii. 295 Let not the rudenesse of them hym lede 
For to dysproue thys ryme dogerell. 1394 Hooker Eccl. 
Pol. 11. viii. (1611) 78 Men are only not disproued or dis- 
allowed of God for them. 1628 Venner Tobacco (1650) 406, 

I wonder why some disprove the taking of Tobacco after 
meals. 1720 WodrowCorr. (1 843) 1 1 . 539 For my share, I dis- 
prove the method of his licensing. 1824 Miss Ferrier Inker. 
viii, They have seen other things either better or worse, and 
can, therefore, either improve or disprove them. 

Hence Disproved ppl. a Disproving, vbl. sb. 
1587 Golding De Momay i. 10 This also was a disproou- 
ing of the false Gods. 1598 Barret Tkeor. Warres n. i. 
25 Chaunging those disproued blacke Billes and Bowes 
into good Muskets. 1639 Ld, Digby L ett. c one. Relig. 
(1651I 92 Credulity being so easie and naturall, Disproving 
so difficult. 

Disprove, obs. form of Disproof. 
Dispro'vement. rare. [f. Disprove v. + 
-ment.] The action or fact of disproving; a prov- 
ing not to be true ; disproof. 

166a J. Chandler Van Helmonfs Oriat. Pref. to Rdr., 
They esteemed his disprovement of what the other had said, 
for a decision of the matter, 1886 Pop. Sci. Monthly 
XXVIII. 695 The scientific discovery . . around which all 
Mr. Dawes’s subsequent work centred was the disprove- 
ment of Liebig’s mineral-ash theory. 

Bispro'ver. [f. as prec. + -er U] a. One who 
disproves; a refuter. +b. A disapprover iobsl). 

a 1639 Wotton Dk. Buckhm. in Select. Earl. Misc. (1793) 
283 A concurrence of two extremes, within so short a time, 
by most of the same commenders and disprovers. 1682 H, 
More Annot. GlanvilVs Lux 0. 68 We may observe what 
a weak Disprover he is of Pre-existence. 

Disprovi’de, V. arch. [Dis- 6 .] tram. To 
fail to provide ior ; to leave unprovided. Hence 
Disprovrded ppl. a., unprovided, unsupplied, un- 
furnished (F. dfpourvtt). 

152 . Barclay Sallust’s Jngur/h (1557)50 He shulde not 
hurt nor disprouyde themwhyle he had vitail ynough of his 
owne prouyson. 1599 Sandys Europse Si ec. (1632) 50 The 
Papacie is not disprovided of his instruments to worke upon 
these also, a 1691 Boyle Wks. YI. 40 (R.) An impatient 
lutanist, who has his song book and his instrument ready, 
but is altogether disprovided of strings. 1864 Carlyle 
Fredk. Gt. IV. 531 Much disprovided, destitute. 

Dispuile, dispute, obs. ff. Despoil. 

Dispulp (dispzrlp), v. [f. Dis- 7 a + Pulp sb.} 
tram. To remove the pulp from. 

1895 Black $ White 6 Apr. 467/1 Dispulping coffee. 
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f BispuTtrerate, v. Obs. rare. [Dts- 5.] 
trans. To dissolve into dust. 

1609 J. Davies Holy Roode (1876) 13 (D.) Confusion shall 
dispulverate AH that this round Orhiculer doth beare. 

jDispume, -ation, var. fF. Despume, -ation. So 
D ispama'tious a characterized by despuma- 
tion ; foamy, frothy. 

1819 H. Busk Vestriad ir. 85 The brawny Tritons . . In 
dispumatious ranks, his progress wait. 

t Dispxrnct, a. Obs. rare. [f. Dis- 4 + L. 
punct-us pointed.] The reverse of punctilious ; im- 
polite, discourteous. 

1599 B. Jonson Cynthia's Rev. v. ii, A so. ITaith, master, 
let's go . . Let's be retrograde. Amo. Stay. That were 
dispunct to the ladies. 

Bispunct (dispzrqkt), v. rare. [f. L. dispunct - 
ppl. stem f. dispungere to prick or mark here and 
there, in med L. to erase (Du Cange), f. Dis- 1 + 
pungere to mark, prick.] trans. To mark with 
points or pricks of the pen; hence: a. To mark 
for erasure or omission ; b. To mark for distinc- 
tion, to distinguish. 

1563-87 Fox e A. <$• M. (1684) I. 798/1, I desire the Reder 
then so to take me, as though I did not deal here withal, 
nor speak of the matter, but utterly to haue pretermitted, 
and dispuncted the same. 184a De Quincey Philos. Hero « 
dotus Wks. IX. 207 All beyond Carthage, as Mauritania, 
etc. . . being dispuncted by no great states or colonies. 

+ Dispu'nction. Obs. rare. [n. of action from 
L. dispungere : see prec.] The action of marking 
off by points or pricks ; erasure. 

1637 Jackson Divers Sermons Wks. 1844 VI. 44 The 
dispunction or inversion of points or letters. 164*1 Sir E. 
Dering Prop. Sacr. D b, Another dispunction tells me . . 
that the very height of popery was the height of some 
designers, wherefore else should this line be blotted out ? 

Dispimge (dispzrnd^), v. Also -sponge, [f. 
di-y Dis- i y spunge , Sponge v. y or L. spongidre to 
wipe away with a sponge, f. spongia sponge. In 
sense there is evident association with Expunge, 
L. expungere * to prick out, strike out, erase’ (which 
also appears in modern use to be influenced by 
* sponge ’ and understood as ‘ to wipe out ’) ; but no 
contact of sense appears with L.disptmggre to check 
off (debits and credits), balance (accounts), weigh, 

try-] 

I. trans. To discharge or pour down as from a 
squeezed sponge, arch. Hence Dispxrnging vbl.sb. 

1606 Shaks. Ant. <$• Cl. iv. ix. 12 Oh Soueraigne Mistris 
of true Melancholly, The poysonous dampe of night dis- 
punge vpon me. 1876 C. Wells Joseph 4* His Brethren 1. 
v. 69 Mute and perpendicular Dispungings of the hollow- 
bos om’d clouds Gutter the fruitful surface of the earth. 

f 2 . To wipe out, blot out, delete, Expunge. Obs. 

1622 Sparrow Bk. Com, Prayer Pref., Quarrels . . about 
dispunging some Names out of the Diptychs. a 1639 Sir 
H. Wotton Hymn in Farr S. P. Jas. / (1848) 250 Thou . . 
that has dispong’d my score. 1662 Stillingfl. Orig. Sacr. 
in. i. § 13 They are to be dispunged out of the Census of 
such who act upon free principles of reason. 

Dispunishable (disptf-nijab’l), a. Law. [a. 
AF. dispunishable , f. Dis- 10 + punishable = F. 
punissable.'] Free from liability to punishment or 
penalty ; not punishable. 

[1528 J. Perkins Profit . Bk. ix. § 619 Ce wast 6 dispunish- 
able [tr. 164a This wast is dispunishable].] 1577 Stanyhurst 
Descr. Irel. in Holinshed (1587) II. 26/1 If this were in 
anie dispunishable wise raked vp in the ashes., some 
other would inkindle the like fire afresh. 1594 West 
2nd Pt. Symbol. § 61 Until attornement hee is dispunish- 
able of waste 1628 Coke On Litt. 27 b, Tenant in tail after 
passibility is dispunishable for waste. 1639 Of Nuisance 
to private Houses 21 If water fall on my land, and I make 
a Sluice, and let it out of my land into another mans ; this 
is dispunishable, for every man may doe this one after 
another. <21734 North Exam. n. v. § 24 (1740) 329 The 
Person of the Sovereign is dispunishable and incoercible by 
Force. 1818 Cruise Digest fed. 2) IV. 82 If., long and 
unreasonable leases are the chief cause of dilapidations . . 
much more would they be so, if they were made dispunish- 
able for waste. 1882 Ld. Coleridge in Fortn, Rev. Feb. 
235 Seduction, which may be more wicked, is dispunish- 
able. 

+ Bispunished, fipl. a. Law. Obs . rare. 
ff. Dis- 8 + Punished, rendering AF. despuni , 
depuny (13 -14th c.), f. F. des- f Dis- 4 + puni 
punished.] Unpunished, free from punishment. 

1630 in Rushw. Hist . Coll. (1659) I. App. 53 In some 
cases, criminal offences shall be dispunished. 

Bispurple (disp^up’l), v. nonce-wd. [f. Dis- 
7 a + Purple jA] trans. To strip of the (imperial) 
purple ; to deprive of sovereignty. 

1877 Blackie Wise. Men 347 ’Tis fit we die with crowns 
upon our head Nor beg our way dispurpled to the grave. 

t Bispu*rpose, V. Obs. rare . [f. Dis- 6 + 
Purpose iA] trans. To defeat of its purpose. 

1607 Lingua v. i, in Hazl. Dodsley IX. 433 She . . seeing 
her former plots dispurposed, sends me to an old witch. 

+ Bispu*rse, v. Obs. [An alteration of Dis- 
burse after Purse.] - Disburse, Depurse. 

*593 Shaks. 2 Hen. VI, in. i. 117 Many a Pound of mine 
owne proper store . . Haue I dis-pursed [Fol. 4 disbursed] 
to the Garrisons, And neuer ask'd for restitution. 1625-49 Sc. 
Acts Chas. I (1814) VI. 9 (Jam.) The estaits declaires they 
will sie the said John Kenneday . . repayit of quhat he sail 
agrie for, dispurse, or give out for outreiking of the said 
ship. 


+ Bispnrvey% V. Obs. Forms: 5 des-, dys-, 
-porvey, 5-6 -pourvey, 5- dispurvey. [a. OF. 
desporveeir , -porveir, -porveer (12th c. in Littre), 
f. des Dis* 4 + porveeir to provide : see Purvey.] 
trans. To rob or strip of provision ; to render 
destitute. Chiefly in pa. pple. dispurveyed ( = OF. 
desporveii , mod.F. dlpourvti), unprovided, destitute. 

c 1430 Lydg. Bochas 1. x. (1544) 21 b, Thei be caught dis- 
purueyed of defence. 1481-4 E. Paston in Poston Lett. 
No 859 III. 280, I am not assartaynd how she is purveyde 
of mony . . I woold not se her dysporveyd, yf 1 myght. 
1485 Caxton Chas. Gt. 69 Olyuer whyche was thus dys- 
pourueyed of his hors, c 1489 — Sonnes of Aymou xix. 418 
They of mountalban be dyspurueyd of mete. 1530 Palsgr. 
521/2, I dispourvey, I unprovyde. 1583 Golding Calvin, 
on Dent. xcii. 570 Wee shall be dlspurueied and stript out 
of all thinges. 1609 Heywood Brit. Troy vi. xc. 133 They 
dispuruey their vestry of such Treasure As they may 
spare. 

Hence + Dispurveyed ppl. a., unprovided, un- 
prepared. ( — OF. desporveii A 
14.. Lydg. & Burgh Secrees 2417 Upon thy Enemy renne 
not sodeynly, Ne dispurveyed. 1483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 
101 b/i And he despourueyd, deth cometh whyche taketh 
all fro hym. 1484 — Curtail 14 To be drowned by theyr dys- 
pourueyed a luysement. 1494 Fabyan Chron.x it. 422 [He] 
gatheryd hym an vnredy and dispurueyed. hoost for the 
warre. 1580 Baret Alv. D 919 Dispurueied of frends: 
lacking frends, Inops ab antic is. 

t Bispurvey ance. Obs. rare. [f. prec., after 
Purveyance.] Want of provisions ; destitution. 

1590 Spenser F. Q. hi. x. 10 Daily siege, through dispur- 
vayance long And lacke of reskewes, will to parley drive. 

BisputaM'lity. [f. next + -it Y.] The quality 
or fact of being disputable ; a disputable matter. 

1853 Ruskin Stones Ven. HI, iv. §3. 168 note , Their very 
disputability proves the state . above alleged. 1892 W. W. 
Peyton Mem. Jesus vii. 205 History is a vast disputability. 

BisputaMe idrspiwtab’l, dispiz 7 -tab’l), a. ( sb .) 
[ad. L. dispufdbzlis that may be disputed, f. dis- 
putdre to Dispute. Gf. 16th c. F. disputable .] 

1 . That may be disputed, questioned, or discussed; 
liable to be called in question, contested, or con- 
troverted ; questionable. 

1548 Hall Chron Hen. IV (an. 11) 30 Which thyng is 
nether materiall nor disputable. 1587 Fleming Contn. 
H olinshedlll. 1347/ 1 This is a matter disputable in Schooles. 
1638 Sir T. Herbert Trav. (ed. 2) 333 Of Japan . .Whether 
it bee an He or no, is disputable. 1658-9 Burton's Diary 
(1828) III. X14 It is disputable to me that all power is in 
the people. 1724 Swift DrapiePs Lett. Wks. 1755 V. ir. 
38 Until any point is determined to be a law, it remains 
disputable by every subject. 1853 J* H. Newman Hist. 
Sk. (1873) II. 1. iii. X2S Let us put aside theories and dis- 
putable points. 

1 2 . Ready or inclined to dispute ; disputatious. 
2600 Shaks. A. Y. L. it. v. 36, I haue bin all this day to 
auoid him : He is too disputeable for my companie. 
f B. as sb. A disputable matter. Obs. 

2649 G. Daniel Trinarch. The Author 7 The intricate 
pussle of Disputables. 2660 Jer. Taylor Duct. Dubil. 1. 
iv, This discourse of all the disputables in the world. 

Bisputableness. [f. prec. + -ness.] The 
quality of being disputable. 

1660 Fisher Rustick's Alarm Wks. (1679) 279 Nothing 
that savours of more than Dubiousness and Disputable- 
ness it self. 2662 T. Philips Long Parlt. * Rev. (R.), 
The disputableness and unwarrantableness of their authority. 
2685 H. More Paralip. Prophet. 42 Both. .acknowledge an 
uncertainty and disputableness in some. .Kings Reigns. 

Bisputably, adv. [f. as prec. + -ly 2 .] In a 
disputable manner or degree ; questionably. 

2836 Lytton A them (1837) 1* 2 79 Linus and Thamyris, 
and, more disputably, Orpheus, are . . precursors of Homer. 

f Bisputa*city. Obs. [irreg. f. Disputatious, 
as if disputacious : cf. pugnacious , pugnacity , and 
see -acity.] -Disputatiousness. 

1660 H. More Myst, Godl. 472 Fruitlesse disputacity. 
1672 Mode's Wks., Life 18 Addicted to a disingenuous 
humour of Disputacity. a 17x1 Ken Hymnotheo Poet. 
Wks. 1721 III. 337 But Disputacity the Mind confounds. 

Bisputant (di*spi«tant\ it. and sb. [a. L. dis- 
putant-em, pr. pple. of disputdre to Dispute: see 
-ant.] A. adj. That disputes; disputing* engaged 
in dispute or controversy. 

1671 Milton P. R. iv. 218 Thou . . there wast found 
Among the gravest Rabbies, disputant On points and ques- 
tions fitting Moses’ chair. 1711 Shaftesb. Charac. iv. ii. 
(i737)III, 214 After the known way of Disputant Hostility. 
1870 Pall Mall G. 5 Nov. 1 Time for disputant nations 
to recover their calmness . . may possibly be secured. 

B. sb. One who disputes or argues; esp. a public 
debater or controversialist. 

1612 Dekker It be not good Wks. 1873 III. 276 Hisse 
babling fooles, But crowne the deepe-braind disputant. 
£*1645 Howell Lett. (1650) II. 26 A quick and pressing 
disputant in logic and philosophy. 2792 Boswell Johnson 
an. 1763 (1831) 1 . 421 [Goldsmith] ..was enabled to pursue his 
travels, .partly by demanding at the Universities to enter 
the lists as a disputant. 2840 Mill Dies. <$• Disc. (1875) I. 
408 Disputants are rarely.. good judges. 

Bisputation (dispiwte* Jon). Also 4 -acioun, 
4-6 -acion, -atioun, 5-6 dys-. [ad. L. disputa- 
tion- em, n. of action from disputdre to Dispute ; 
peril, immed. a. F. disputation (15th c. in Littre). 
The earlier word was Disputisoun, of which dis- 
putation may be viewed as a refashioning after 
the L. original.] 


1 . The action of disputing or debating (questions, 
etc.) ; controversial argument ; debate, discussion, 
controversy. 

C1450 Merlin 139 So indured longe the dlsputacion be- 
twene hem tweyne. 2489 Barbour’s Bruce 1. 250 Than roayss 
clerkis questioun, Quhen thai fall in disputacyoun. [ 7 he 
Original of 1375 had prob. disputisoun.] 2526 Pilgr. P erf. 
(W. de W. 1531) 38 b, Let vs leue this disputacyon and 
reasonynge. 2561 T. Norton Calvin's Inst. 1. 30 For one 
licle wordes sake, they wer so whote in disputation. 1663 
Butler Hud. r. 1. 77 He'd run in Debt by Disputation, And 
pay with Ratiocination. 2758 J ohnson Idler No. 19 TP 3 In 
the heat of disputation. 1880 McCarthy Own Times I v. 
lxiii. 427 He had a keen relish for theologicaUUsputatioH. 

b. with a and pi. A discussion, a dispute. ^ 

1557 N. T. (Rhem.) Rom. xiv. 1 Him that is weake in the 

fayth, take vn to you, hut not to enter into doubtful dispu- 
tations of cohtrouersies. 1570 Dee Math. Pref. 25, I was 
. . by certaine earnest disputations .. therto so prouoked. 
1852 Robertson Serm. Ser. iv. xix. (1876) 246 The church 
was filled with disputations. 2858 J. Martineau Stud. 
Ckr. 208 With one of these, .to hold a disputation. 

c. spec. An exercise in which, parties formally 
sustain, attack, and defend a question or thesis, as 
in the mediaeval schools and universities. 

2551 T. Wilson (1567) 61 a, That is called a dispti- 

tacion or reasonyng of matters, when certaine persones 
debate a cause together, and one taketh part contrary 
vnto an other. 1612 Brinsley Lnd. Lit. 281 [They] haue 
a disputation for the victorship once euery quarter of the 
yeare ; 1726 Amherst Terrce Fil. xx. 103 Academical dis- 
putations are two*fold, ordinary and extraordinary ; ..extra- 
ordinary disputations I call those which are perform'd in 
the public schools of the university, as requisite qualifications 
for degrees. 1838 Prescott Ferd. 4 * Is. (1846) I. viii. 344 
To visit the academies, where they mingled in disputation. 
2870 Jevons Elem. Logic xviii. (1800) 152 In former centuries 
it was, indeed, the practice for all students at the Univer- 
sities to take part in public disputations, during which 
elaborate syllogistic arguments were put forward by one 
side and confuted by precise syllogisms on the other side. 

attrib. 1760 Goldsm. Cit . W. lxviii. r 10, 1 have, .drawn 
up a disputation challenge, .to this effect. 

f 2 . Written discussion or treatment of a question ; 
a dissertation. Obs. 

« 1533 Frith (title), A Disputaclon of Purgatorye ; diulded 
into thre bokes. ( 1615 Crooke Body of Man 45 This dis- 
putation concerning the number of the principall parts. 

Doubtful or disputable condition; doubt. Obs. 
1549 Allen Jude's Par. Rev. 34 Let vs content . . oure 
selfes with this, in this doubte and dysputacyon. 1689 
Prot. Garland 2 For without all Disputation, I shall never 
trouble you. 

f 4 z. Interchange of ideas ; discourse, conversa- 
tion. Obs. (A doubtful sense.) 

1596 Shaks. i Hen. IV, in. i. 206, I vnderstand thy 
Kisses, and thou mine, And that’s a feeling disputation. 
2599 — Hen. V, in. ii. 101 Captaine Mackmorrice . . will 
you voutsafe me, looke you, a few disputations with you. 

Disputatious (dispi&tfi-Jss), a. Also 7-8 
-adorns, [f. prec. : see -ous.] Characterized by, 
or given to, disputation ; inclined to dispute or 
wrangle; contentious. 

2660 H. More Myst. Godl. 60 , 1 shall remit the disputa- 
cious to the mercy of School-Divines. 2768-74 Tucker 
Lt. Nat. (1852) I. 6r In this divided disputatious world one 
must not expect to travel any road long without a check. 
2828 Scott Rob Roy xii, The wine rendered me loquacious, 
disputatious, and quarrelsome. 1848 Mrs. Jameson Sacr. 
$ Ley. Art (1850) 1x5 Those were disputatious days. 

Disputa-tioxisly, adv . [£. prec. + -ly 2.] 

In a disputatious manner ; contentiously. 

1864 in Webster. 2872 Daily News 18 Aug., [In railway 
accidents] injuries, .may be disputatiously litigated. 

Disputatiousness, [f. as prec. + -ness] 
The quality of being disputatious. 

1682 Whole Duty Nations 3 A scrupulosity, and Dispu- 
tatiousness about Externals and Forms in Religion. 1796 
Lamb Lett, (18881 1 . 41 But enough of this spirit of dispu- 
tatiousness. i 838 Bryce Amer. Commw. 1 . 360 The inherent 
disputatiousness and perversity . . of bodies of men. 

Disputaiive (dispizrtativ), a. [a. late L. dis- 
| putativ-us (Cassiodorus), f. disputdt ppl. stem of 
disputdre to Dispute : see -ative.] 

1 . Characterized by or given to disputation ; dis- 
putatious. 

1579 G. Harvey Letter-bk. (Camden) 72 The disputative 
appetite of Doctor Busbye. 2630 B. J onson New Inn n. ii. 
Thou hast a doctor’s look, A face disputative, of Salamanca. 
1787 Mad. D’Arblay Diary 6 Mar., I told him I was in no 
disputative humour. 1788 Trifier No. 23. 303 The cavils 
of the disputative. 2890 Miss S. J. Duncan Soc. Departure 
57 The critic. . most disputative of its positions. 

1 2 . That is the subject of disputation or dispute ; 
controversial ; controverted. Obs. 

158s Sidney Apol. Poetrie (Axh.) 31 The Phylosopher . . 
teacheth a disputatiue vertue. 1589 N ashe Pref. to Greene's 
Menaphon Arb.) 24, I had rather referre it, as a disputatiue 
pleatoDiuines. 1708 Luttizeli. Brief R el. (1857) VI. 27o[He] 
reported the method of baliotting in disputative elections. 
Of or pertaining to disputation. 

2664 H. More Myst. Ini$. Apol. 547 Which Knowledge 
of the Lord . . is not certainly any Disputative Sub til ty or 
curious Decision. 1873. Burton Hist. . Scot. VI. Ixxii. 278 
The oddest of all their disputative exhibitions. 

Hence Dispu ' tatively adv., in a disputative or 
Contentious manner, disputatiously; Dispirtative- 
ness, the quality of being disputatious. 

1588 J. Harvey Disc. Probl. 7, I ..onely assay problemati- 
cally, and as our schoolemen tearme it, disputatiuely, what 
may therin appeere most probable. 1836 G. S. Faber Print. 


BISPTJTATOB. 


Doctr, Election {1842) 224 Disputativeness. 1842 — Provrnc. 
Lett. (1844) I'l. 203 In such a case of dogged disputative- 
ness. i860 Reade Cloister <$• H. II. 316 ‘ There, now *, said 
Catherine, disputativeiy. 

Bi'Sputator. rare. fa. L. disputdtor \ agent- 
noun f. disputdre .] A disputer, a disputant 

1637 Gillespie Eng. Pop. Cerem. m. v Hi. 179 No man in 
the Councell ought to have a judiciarie voice, unlesse he 
bee withall a Disputator. 1845 S. Austin Ranke's Hist. 
Ref. L 447 How different a disputator was Johann Eck ! 

Dispute (dispiart ), v. F orms : 3-6 despute, 
4 despuifce, despout, dispite, 4-5 dispoyte, dis- 
puit(e, 4-6 dyspute, 6 dysspote, 4- dispute. 
[ME. des-, dispute, a. OF. despute-r (12th c. in 
Lit tie), mod.F. disputer ( = Pr. desputar, Sp. dis- 
putar, It. dispat are), ad. L. disputdre to compute, 
estimate, investigate, treat of, discuss, in Vulg. to 
dispute, contend in words; f. Dis- 1 + putdre to 
compute, reckon, consider.] 

X. intransitive . 

1 . To contend with opposing arguments or asser- 
tions to debate or discourse argumentatively ; to 
discuss, argue, hold disputation ; often, to debate 
in a vehement manner or with altercation about 


something. 

a 1225 [See Disputing vbl. sb.% 

c 1*90 S. Eng. Leg. I. 94/72 For- to desputi a-3eln a }ong 
womman. c 1374 Chaucer Boeth. v. metr. iv. 166 ]>e 
porche . , of ]>& toune of athenis per as philosophres hadde 
hir congregacioun to dispoyten. C1400 A pal. Loll. Intrud. 
IS As if two person es dxspitiden to gidre. 1531 T. Wilson 
Logi/ee (1567) 1 a, note, Fower questions necessarie to bee 
made of any matter, before we despute. 1588 Shaks. L.L.L. 
v. i. 69 Thou disputes like an Infant ; goe whip thy Gigge. 
1660 Jer. Taylor Worthy Comtnun. Introd. 10 My purpose 
is nop to dispute, hut to persuade. 17 65 Fordyce Serm. 
Yng. Wont. (1767) II. xi. 158 Be it your ambition to prac- 
tise, not to dispute. 1845 S. Austin Ranke's Hist. Ref. I. 
445 He ... took long journeys, — for example, to Vienna and 
Bologna,— expressly to dispute there. 

b. Const, about, f against , + <2 f an, tipon a sub- 
ject ; with, against an opponent. 

. a 1250 [See Disputing vbl. sb.}. c 1290 [See above.] 

a 1300 Cursor M. 8970 (Cott ; ) Quen pat Jus sibele and 
J>e kyng Disputed had o man! thing. £“1300 Ibid. 19739 
(Edin.) Paul . . faste disputid wij? J>e griues. c 1305 Ed. 
mvnd Co 7 if. 255 in E. E. P. {1862) 77 As his holi man 
in diuinite Desputede, as hit was his wone, of )>e trinite. 
£11420 Hoccleve Be Reg. Princ. 379 Of our feithe wole 
I not dispute at alle. 1539 Bible (Great) Acts ix. 29 He 
spake and disputed agaynst the Grekes. 1597 Shaks. Rom. 
4 Jul. in. iff, 63 (Qo. x) Let me dispute with thee of thy 
estate. 1604 — Otk. 1. ii. 75 He haue’t disputed on. 1631 
StarChamb. Cases (Camden) 58 My Lord Keeper tould him 
it was noe tyme to dispute with the sentence, but to obey. 
*648 Symmons Viud. Chas. /, 7 A Bill was proferred and 
disputed upon concerning a Fleet. 1635 Stanley Hist. 
Philos, iii. (1701) 77/1 Whosoever dispu ted with him of what 
subject soever. 1775 J oh nson Lei. to M rs. Tkrale 20 May, 
I dined in a large company., yesterday, and disputed 
against toleration with one Doctor Meyer. 1847 Emerson 
Repr. Men, Napoleon Wks. (Bohn! 1 . 578 The Emperor told 
Josephine that he disputed like a devil on these two points, 
f 2 . To contend otherwise than with arguments 
(e g. with arms) ; to strive, struggle. Obs. 

1639 E. Harris ParwaTs Iron Age 13 1 He lost yet three 
Regiments more ; whereby he was taught . . that he must 
dispute lustily, tp get any advantage upon him. 1828 Scott 
F. M. Perth xxix, Simon felt a momentary terror, lest he 
should have to dispute for his life with the youth. 

XI. transitive. 

3 . To discuss, debate, or argue (a question), 
a. with subord. d. 


(Originally intrans., the clause being a kind of cognate 
object, specifying the matter in dispute (cf. ‘ I dreamed that 
I saw', etc) ; but at length tram and so passive in quots. 
1736, 1850.) ■ ■ ■ 

1340 Ayenb. 79 J>e yealde filozofes pet zuo byzylyche des- 
putede and zojten huet wes J?e hexeste guod ine pise lyue. 
1382 Wyclif Mark ix. 34 Thei dlsputiden among hem in 
the weie, who of hem schulde he more. 1538 Starkey 
England 1. ii. 54 To dyspute wych of thys rulys ys best., 
me semyth superfluouse. 1691 Ray Creation l (1704) 70, 
I will not dispute what Gravity is. 1736 Butler Anal. 11. 
i. Wks. 1874 I. xss It may possibly he disputed, how far 
miracles can prove natural Religion. 1833 Hr. Martineau 
Briery Creek iv. 86 How long will the two parties go on dis- 
puting whether luxury fee a virtue or a crime ? 1830 M‘ Cosh 
Bjv.Qovt. 111. i. (1874! 331 It has often been disputed whether 
virtue has its seat among the faculties or the feelings. 

b. with simple object (orig, representing or 
equivalent to a clause). 

13x3 More in Grafton Chron. (1368) II. 775 He sayde to 
her.. that he would no more dispute the matter. 1326-34 
Tindale Mark ix. 33 What was it that ye disputed bytwene 
you by the waye? 1568 Grafton Chron. II. 553 Many 
doubts were moved and disputed. x6xx Shaks. Wint. T. iv. 
iv. 4x1 Can he speake? heare? Know man from man? Dis- 
pute his owne estate? 1667 Milton P.L. v. 822 Shalt thou 
dispute With him the points of libertie^ who made Thee 
what thou art ? 1820 Scott Abbot xxxvii, We may dispute 
it upon the road. 

1 4. To maintain, uphold, or defend (an assertion, 
cause, etc.) by argument or disputation ; to argue 
or contend (that something is so). ? Ohs. 

1610 Bp. Carleton furisd. Pref, I haue disputed the 
Kings right with a good conscience, from the rules of Gods 
word. x668 Culpepper & Cole BarthoL Anat . 1. i. 3 The 


5. To argue against, contest, controvert. 


498 

a. To call in question or contest the validity or 
accuracy of a statement, etc., or the existence of a 
thing. The opposite of to maintain or defend. 

1313 More in Grafton Chron. (1568) I L 8x1 Sith heis nowe 
king.. I purpose not to dispute his title. _ xfigx Hobbes 
Lezfiatk.it . xxix. x68 Men are disposed to. .dispute the com- 
mands of the Commonwealth. 1701 De Foe True-born 
Eng. Pref., As to Vices, who can dispute our Intemperance? 
1770 yunius Lett, xxxvii. 182 The truth, of these declara- 
tions .. cannot decently be disputed. 1783 Cowper Alex. 
Selkirk i, I am monarch of all I survey, My right there is 
none to dispute. 1824 J. S. Mill in Westm. Rev. I. 335 
No one . . will dispute to Johnson the title of an admirer of 
Shakspeare. 1883 Fox in Lain Rep. 15 Q. Bench Div. 173 
A bill of sale .. the validity of which is disputed by the 
trustee. 

b. To controvert (a person). 

1658-9 Burtons Diary (1838) III. 1x4 To dispute him 
here, is to question foundations. 1687 ? H. More Deaths 
Vis. viii. note 32 (1713) 33 He would Dispute the Devil upon 
that Question. 1843 T. W. Coit Puritanism 280 Belknap 
could dispute Hutchinson about the quarrelsomeness of the 
Puritans m Holland. 

0 . To encounter, oppose, contest, strive against, 
resist (an action, etc.). 

1603 Shaks. Macb. tv. iii. 219 Dispute it like a man. 1720 
Independent Whig (1728) No. 36. 320 [He] shall find no 
Mercy, if he disputes to bend to their Usurpations. 1737 
Col Rec . Pennsyl. IV. 251 Threatening to shoot the 
said Lowdon if he disputed doing what was required of hint. 
1748 Attson's Voy. iu xii. 265 They.. seemed resolved to de- 
pute his landing. 1884 Vpool Mercury 3 Mar. 5/2 The 
Soudanese . . chose Teb . . as the ground upon which to dispute 
the advance of the British troops on Tokar. 

7 . To contend or compete for the possession of; 
to contest a prize, victory, etc. 

1634 Ld. Orreky Part hen. (1676)575 If Parthenissa had 
been a spectator, she must have confest her self too well dis- 
puted. 1703 Bosman Guinea 14 The English, .several times 
disputed the Ground with the Brandenburghers. 1734 tr. 
Rollin' s Anc. Hist. (1827) I. Pref. 41 The poets disputed 
the prize of poetry. 1761 Hume Hist. Eng. III. lxi. 328 
The battle of Warsaw, .had been obstinately disputed during 
the space of three days. 1871 Freeman Norm. Conq . (1876) 
IV. xvii 47 We. .wonder, .that every inch of ground was 
not disputed in arras. 

III. 8. To move or influence by disputation; to 
argue into or out of something. 

[Immediately from the iutrans. sense x; cf. ‘to talk any 
one into’ or ‘out of’.] 

1647 Jer. Taylor Lib. Proph. Ep. Ded. 3 It would not he 
very hard to dispute such men into mercies and compliances. 
1632 Needham Seldetis Mare Cl. Ep. Ded. 5 To assert his 
own Interest and dispute them into a reasonable submission. 
1695 Preserv. Protest. Relig. Motive of Revolution 12 The 
Roman Catholics would have disputed us out of our Re- 
ligion. a 1732 Atterbur y L uke x vi. 31 (Seager) One reason 
why a man is capable of being disputed out of the truth. 

Dispute (<dispiz 7 ‘t), sb. [f. the vb. ; = F. dispute , 
It,, Sp., Pg. disputa!\ 

1 . The act of disputing or arguing against ; active 
verbal contention, controversy, debate. 

(In first quot, almost certainly the verb, infin.) 

[a 1300 Cursor M, 20793 (Cott.) Disput, he [St. Jerome j 
sais, es na mister.] 1638 Sir T. Herbert Trav. (ed. 2) 74 
Without more dispute or delay [he] commands them all to 
execution. 1635 Stanley Hist. Philos. 111. (1701) 91/2 He 
was visited by his Friend, with whom he past the time in dis- 
pute after his usual manner. 1746 Wesley Princ. Methodist 8 
That once was in the Heat of Dispute. 1836 Froude Hist, 
Eng. (1858) I. i. 14 It Is a common matter of dispute whether 
landed estates should be large or small. 1873 )ovfKrr Plato 
(ed. 2) IV. 31 We may make a few admissions which will 
narrow the field of dispute. 

b. Phr. In dispute : that is disputed, debated, 
in controversy. Beyond \ out of, past , without dis- 
pute: past controversy, unquestionably, indis- 
putably. 

1659 ?. Harris Parival s Iron Age 232 The Kingdom of 
Bohemia was. .put out of dispute with Silesia, and Moravia. 
1682 Dryden MacFlecknoe 5 Flecknoe. .In prose and verse 
was owned without dispute Through all the realms of Non- 
sense absolute. 1698 Fryer Acc. E, India <5* P. 405 A thing 
beyond dispute, a 1704 Locke (J.\ To bring as a proof an 
hypothesis which is the very thing in dispute. 1743 P. 
Thomas Jml. Anson's Voy. 152 We, who could without 
Dispute sail much better. 1781 Cowper Truth xo6 Which 
is the saintlier worthy of the two ? * Past all dispute, yon 
anchorite say you. x8i8 Jas. Mill Brit. India II. rv. vii. 
263 The . . necessity of such a fund . . was pronounced to be 
without dispute. 1823 Macaulay Ess., Milton (1854) 1 . 17/1 
To call a free parliament and to submit to its decision all 
the matters in dispute. 

2 . An occasion or instance of tbe same ; an argu- 
mentative contention or debate, a controversy; also, 
in weakened sense, a difference of opinion ; freq. 
with the added notion of vehemence, a heated con- 
tention, a quarrel. 

x6xx Cotgr., Dispute, a dispute, difference, debate, alter- 
cation, 1638 Prynne Briefe Relat. 39 If I may be admitted 
a faire dispute, on faire termes . . I will maintaine . . the 
challenge against all the Prelates. 1696 tr, Du Monts Voy. 
Levant 17 Being engag’d in a pretty warm dispute with 
some Officers. 1776 Trial ofNundocomar 96/x There was 
a dispute between Bollakey Doss’s widow and Pudmohun 
Doss. x8i8 Cruise Digest (ed. 2) V. 310 Disputes arose 
between [them] respecting the validity of this will. 1835 
Macaulay Hist. Eng. III. xvii, Disputes engender disputes. 
Mod. The dispute in the trade will, it is hoped, be settled 
without a strike. 

tb. A11 oral or written discussion of a subject in 
which arguments for and against are set forth and 
examined. Obs. 


DISQUALIFICATION. 

2608 Hteron Defence in. 165 Thus ., am I come to an 
end of this dispute. 1635 Stanley Hist. Philos. ^ m. (1701) 
X20/1 He was the first that committed the disputes of 
Socrates his Master jo writing. 1678 Cupworth Intell. 
Syst. 1. i. § 22. 21 His Lectures and Disputes concerning 
■the Immortality of the Soul. 1725 tr. Dupin' s Eccl. Hist, 
xjth C. I. v. 65 The Name also of Dispute was given to 
Sermons. 1831 Brewster Newton (1855) II. xv. 62 Trying 
to engage him in philosophical disputes, 
f c. A logical argument. Obs. rare. 

1594 Hooker Eccl. Pol. m. xi. § 10 These are but weake 
and feeble disputes for the inference of that conclusion. 
Ibid. iii. xi. § x8, I might have added . . their more familiar 
and popular disputes. 

f 3 , Strife, contest ; a fight or struggle. Obs. 
1647-8 Cottf.rell Davila's Hist. Fr. (1678) 25 They were 
taken prisoners without much dispute. # 1659 B. Harris 
Parival' s Iron Age 282 After four h cures dispute, the Dutch 
endeavoured to get away. 1667 Milton P. L. vi. 123 He 
who in debate of Truth hath won, Should win in Arms, in both 
disputes alike Victor. 1709 Lond.Caz. No. 4540/5 The Bristol 
had a very warm Dispute with- the aforesaid 2 Ships of the 
Enemy, a 1745 Swift Stephen in- Lett. (1768) IV. 297 The 
Scots, .were, .after a sharp dispute* entirely defeated. 

4. attrib ., as dispute benefit, pay, pay to members 
of a trades’ union while on strike or locked out. 

1892 Star 1 Mar. 3/3 They have been receiving dispute 
pay from their union. . 1895 Daily News 10 Aug. 5/2 Three- 
quarters of a million on dispute benefits, half a million on 
out-of-work benefits. 

Disputed (disputed),///, a. [f. prec. vb. + 
-ed 1 .] That is made the subject of dispute, debate, 
or contention ; debated, contested. 

x6xx Cotgr., Dispute, disputed, debated. 1703 Rowe 
Ulyss. n. i. 928 The disputed Field at last is ours. 1719 
De Foe Crusoe (1840) I. xv. 264 Disputed points in religion. 
1807 Scott Fam. Let . 15 May (1894) I. iii. 74 The tempest 
of disputed election was raging in every town. .through 
which I passed. 1835 Macaulay Hist. Eng . IV. 127 All 
along the line .. there was long a disputed territory, 
t Bispu’teful, a. Obs. rare. [f. Dispute sb. 
+ -ful.J Given to disputing ; disputatious. 

1631 R. H. A rraignm. Whole Creature x. § 3. 87 A doubt- 
ful! Didimist in this poinct, or a disputefull Sceptieke. 

Dispu teless, a. rare— 0 , [f. Dispute + less.] 

1730-0 Bailey (folio). Disputeless, without or free from 
dispute ; also not apt to dispute. 1755 Johnson, Dispute- 
less, undisputed, uncontrovertible. Hence in later Diets. 

Disputer (dispii 7 'taj). Also 5 -ar, 5-6 dys». 
[f. Dispute v. + -ER 1 .] One who disputes; one 
who is given to disputation or controversy ; a dis- 
putant. 

1434 Misyn Mending of Life 121 Hard sentens to disputars 
. . be left. 1529 Supplic. to King 23 The .. teachinge of 
suche scole men & subtyll dlsputers, 1539 Bible (Great) 
x Cor. i. 20 Where is the disputer of this worlde? 1643 
Milton Divorce 11. iii. (1851) 70 In this controversy the 
justice of God stood upright ev’n among heathen disputers. 
1725 Watts Logic 11. iii. § 3 (6) Your great disputers and 
your men of controversy are ift continual danger of this sort 
of prejudice. 1875 Jowett Plato (ed. 2) I. 468 Great dis- 
puters .. come to think . . that they have grown to be the 
wisest of mankind. 

Disputing (dispi«*tiq), vbl. sb. [f. as prec. + 
-IMG L] The action of the vb. Dispute in various 
senses ; disputation ; debate ; controversy. 

a 1225 Leg. Kath. 561 Ah £et me punched betere J> fc habeo 
ear ouercumen Wi *<5 desputmge. a 1230 Owl Night. 87s 
3if thu gest her-of to disputinge, Ich wepe bet thane tjhu 
singe. 1526-34 Tindale A cts xv. 2 Ther was rysen dissencion 
and disputinge. 1548 Hall Chron. H en. VI (an. 28) 159 b, 
Sober in communicacion, wyse in disputyng. 1649 J® R - 
Taylor Gt, Exemp. Ep. Ded., Such is the nature of dis- 
putings, that they begin commonly in mistakes. x88i Mrs. 
Hunt Childr. ferns. 1x1 Hills and rocks stand now as then, 
regardless of the disputmgs of East and West. 

Disputing, £pl. a. [f. as prec. + -ING 2 .] 
T hat disputes ; given to dispute, disputatious. 

1645 Milton Tetrach. (1851) 159 Many disputing Theo- 
logians. 1691 Hartcliffe Virtues 333 The Philosophy of 
the Disputing Greeks. 1762 Goldsm. CUT IV. cxi. T 7 The 
stake, the fagot, and the disputing doctor in some measure 
ennoble the opinions they are brought to oppose. 

t Dispu'tisouu. Obs. Forms : 3 desputisun, 

4 -isoun, -eson, despitusoun, -esoun, disputi- 
Bo(n)n, -isun, -eso(u)n, -pitesoun, -peticioun, 

5 -petison. [a. OF. desputeisun, -on, -aisun, 
-esun, - ison , - isson , disp-, early ad. L. disputdtidn- 
em, with prefix and suffix conformed to their popular 
types : see -atiojjt, and cf. oreisun, Orison. The 
regular ME. type, but superseded in 15th c. by the 
latinized Disputation, q.v.] = Disputation. 

£1290^. Eng. Leg * I. 279/56 A day J> are was i-nome Of 
desputisun hi tweone heom. a 1300 Cursor M. 13925 (Cott,) 
And herd o \>air disputisun. c 1330 R. Brunne Chron . (1810) 
300 J?e clergie of pe south mad adisputesoun, & openly with 
mouth assigned gode resoun. 1382 Wyclif Eccl. iii. xi To 
the disputisoun of them. , — Rom. xiv. 1 Take sje a syk man 
in hileue, not in deoeptadouns {gloss, cur dispeticiouns] 
of thou^tis. c 1386 Chaucer Merck. T. 230 As al day falleth 
altercacioun Bitwixen freendes in disputisoun {MS. Hart 
dispiteson, \MSS. disputacion]. £-1430 Lonelich Grail 
xlv. 730 Tyl it happed vppon a day That theke dispetison 
3e comen & say. 

Dispys, dispyt(e, obs. ff. Despise, Despite. 
Disqualification (diskwqdifik^ Jbn). [n. of 
action trom Disqualify : see -ation.] 

1 . The action of disqualifying or depriving of re- 
quisite qualifications ; spec, legal incapacitation; 
also, the fact or condition of being disqualified. 
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DISQUALIFY. 


1770 Burke Pres. Discont, OR..), The fault of overstraining 1 
popular qualities, and. .asserting popular privileges, has led 
to disqualification^ 1789 Comtit. U. S. 1. § 3 Removal from 
office, and disqualification to hold any office. 1878 Lecky 
Eng. in 18 tk C. II. vii. 405 Another deep line of disquali- 
fication was introduced into Irish life. 

2 . That which disqualifies or prevents from being 
qualified ; a ground or cause of incapacitation. 

1711-14 Spectator <- J.), It is recorded as a sufficient dis- 
qualification of a wife, that, speaking of her husband, she 
said, God forgive him. 1838 Dickens Nick. Nick, xviii, 
I hope you don't think good looks a disqualification for the 
business, 1870 Emerson Soc. <5- Sol it. Wks. (Bohn) III. 5 
In society, high advantages are set down to the individual 
as disqualifications. 

Disqualify (diskwp-lifoi), v. [f. Dis- 6 + 
Qualify. Cf. mod.F. di qualifier l\ trans. To 
deprive of the qualifications required for some pur- 
pose ; to render unqualified ; to unfit, disable. 

1723 [see Disqualifying]. 1733 Swift On Poetry » A 
Rhapsody 41 Disqualify’d by fate To rise in church, or 
law, or state. 1736 — Let. 22 Apr. Wks. 1814 XIX. 24 My 
common illness m of that kind which utterly disqualifies me 
for all conversation ; I mean my deafness. [Cf. ib. 143 
(17371 A long fit of deafness hath unqualified me for con- 
versing.] 1753 Hanway Trav. (1762) I. vii. xci. 416 Nor do 
their colder regions disqualify them for friendship. 1837 
J. H. Newman Prophet. Off. Ch. 180 What force preposses- 
sions have in disqualifying us from searching Scripture 
dispassionately for ourselves. 1880 L. Stephen Pope iv. 
109 Strong passions and keen sensibilities may easily dis- 
qualify a man for domestic tranquility. 

b. spec. To deprive of legal capacity, power, or 
right ; to incapacitate legally ; to pronounce un- 
qualified; — Disable v. 2. 

1732 Swift Sacr. Test Wks. 1778 IV. 290 The church of 
England is the only body of Christians which in effect dis- 
qualifies those,, who are employed to preach its doctrine, from 
sharing in the civil power, farther than as senators. 1741 
Middleton Cicero I. vi. 550 Disqualifying all future Consuls 
and Praetors, from holding any province, till five years after 
the expiration of their Magistracies. ^ 1838 T hi rlwa ll Greece 
III. xxiv. 333 His youth did not disqualify jhim for taking 
part in the public counsels, as it did for military command. 
1884 Gladstone in Standard 29 Feb. 2/6 Persons having 
such joint ownership, .ought not to be disqualified. 

C. ref. and intr. To represent or profess oneself 
to be disqualified ; to deny or disparage one’s own 
qualifications. 

1754 Richardson Grandison (1781) IT. xxxi. 290 Dis- 
qualify now ; can t you, my dear? Tell fibs,. Say you are 
not a fine girl. 1761 Hume Hist. Eng. II. xliii. 479 It is 
usual for the Speaker to disqualify himself for the office. 
Hence Disqualified^//, a. 

1718 Freethinker No. 69 P 10 In favour of the disqualified 
Gentlemen. 1726 Ayliffe Parergon 116 Unworthy and 
disqualified Persons. 

Disqualifying, ppl. a. [f. prec. + -ing 2] 
That disqualifies; incapacitating, disabling ; self- 
depreciating. 

1723 Arbuthnot in Swift's Lett. (1766) II. 31 Lord Whit- 
worth, our plenipotentiary, had this disease, (which . . is a 
little disqualifying for that employment). 1754 Richardson 
Grandison (1781) I. v. 23, I love not to make disqualifying 
speeches ; by such we seem to intimate that we believe the 
complimenter to be in earnest. 1891 A thmmmi 26 Dec. 
874/2 The enforced retirement . . of many public servants 
when they have attained the disqualifying age. 

Disqualify, nonce-wd. [Dis- 9.] Defect. 

1863 Ld. Lennox Blog. Remin. II. 7 The latter quality, 
or, strictly speaking, disquality, rendering him a fair subject 
for a hoax. 

Disquamation, obs. f. Desquamation. So 
D isquama’ tor (see qnot.). 

1656 Blount Glossogr . , Disquamation, a scaling of fish, 
a taking off the shell or hark. 1674 ///c/. (ed. 4), Disqna - 
mator, a Chyrurgeon’s or Apothecaries Instrument, to take 
off the scum, rind or bark of any thing. 

Disquantity (diskwg’ntiti), v. [f. Bis- 7 a 

+ Quantity jA] 

1 . trans. To lessen in quantity ; to diminish. 

1605 Shaks. Lear 1. iv. 270 Be then desir’d By her. .A little 

to disquantity your Traine. 1633 T. Adams Exp. 2 Peter iii. 
9 [God] disqualified his [Gideon’s] forces from thirty-two 
thousand to three hundred. 

2 . To deprive of metrical quantity, 

1866 Lowell Swinburne's Trag. Prose Wks. 1890 II. 130 
The Earl of Orford ..used to have Statius read aloud to 
him every night for two hours by a tipsy tradesman .. and 
found some strange mystery of sweetness in the disyuantitied 
syllables. 

i Bisqua're, v. Ol>s. rare. [f. du for Dis- 6 
+ Square v.] trans. To put out of square, to 
place awry. Hence f Disqua’ring vbl. sb. 

1604 T. Wright Passions iti. ill. 91 If there be but one 
eye, .out of square, .the first thing almost we raarke, is the 
improportion or disquaring of that part. 

f Bisquarter, v . 1 Obs. rare. [f. Dis- 6 or 
7 c + Quarter.] intr. To leave one’s quarters. 

2654 Earl MoNM.tr, Bentivoglio's Warrs of Flanders 65 
In their quartering and disquartering, and particularly upon 
occasion of forrage, there happened almost continually some 
skirmishes between the soldiers of the two Armies.. , 

t Disqua-rter, v.* Obs. rare . firreg. f. Dis- 
1, in twain (or Gr. Ufa twice) + Quarter, v.] 
trans. To halve or divide tbe quarters of. 

'1632 Quarles Dm. Fancies in. Ixxviii. (1660) 132 If then; 
at most, the measur’d life of Man Be counted but a span, 
Being half d, and quarter’d, and disquarter’d thus, What, 
what remains for us ? 


t Bisquairkeg v. Obs. Pa. t. 8 c pple. disquatfc. 
[f. di- y Dis- i -f squatie-n, Squat v., to crush, break 
(cf. To-squatte in same sense) : perh. AF. bad 
desquater, -ir, for OF. esquater, - eir , -ir to 
break.] trans. To break asunder, smash; to violate 
(a truce). 

c 1380 Wyclif Serm. Sel. Wks. I. 246 A woman shal dis- 
quatte his heed. 1480 Caxton Citron. Eng. ccxxvi. 233 
The whiche trewes he falsely and vntrewely by cauellacions 
losed and dysquatte. Ibid, ccxxix. 240 Thurugh lettyng 
of the pope and of the court of rome the forsayd couenaunts 
were disquatt and left of. 

Disqueat v. 1 see next. 

Disquiet (diskwoiet), v. [f. Dis- 6 + Quiet 
v.] trans. To deprive of quietness, peace, or rest, 
bodily or mental ; to trouble, disturb, alarm ; to 
make uneasy or restless. 

1330 Palsgr. 521/2, I disquyet, I trouble one of bis rest, 
je inquiete . . He disquyeteth me horrybly a nyghtes with his 
revel]. 1535^ Coverdale Ps. xxxviti. 5 Yee euery man., 
disquieteth himself in vayne. 1555 Eden Decades 95 After 
that the sea hathe byn disquyeted with vehemente tem- 
pestes. 1586 Warner Alb. Eng. i-v. (1612) 18 Amidst their 
cheere, the solemne feast the Centaures did disqueat. 3693 
Mem. Cnt. Teckely iv. 41 That Moldavia, Walaquia, and the 
Republick of Ragusa .. should not be disquieted by the 
Turks. 1796 H. Hunter tr. St. -Pierre's Stud. Nat. (1799) 
1. 101, I disquieted myself to think that I had no powerful 
protector. 1844 Thirlwall Greece VIII. Ixi. 219 The Dar- 
danians , . disquieted his northern frontier. 

Disquiet ^iskwsret), a. Now rare. [f. Dia- 
log Quiet a.] The reverse of quiet; unquiet, 
restless, uneasy, disturbed. 

1587 T. Underdown JEthiop. Hist. Heliod. 69 A sea, 
which . . was very disquiet and troblesome. 1588 Greene 
Perimedes, Ditty Wks. (Rtldg.) 292/2 Disquiet thoughts. 
1596 Shaks. Tam. Shr. iv. i. 171 Pray you husband be not 
so disquiet. 2622 Speed Hist. Gt. Brit. vit. ix. (1632) 243 
Egfred being by nature of a disquiet disposition. 1727 
De Foe Hist. A ppar. vii. (1840) 120 Disquiet souls return- 
ing hither. 1848 Thackeray Van. Fair iii. His mind was 
disquiet. 

Disquiet (diskworet), sb. [Partly sb. use of 
tbe adj . , partly f. Disquiet^.] Absence of bodily or 
mental quietness ; disturbance; uneasiness, anxiety, 
worry ; restlessness, unrest. 

1581 Pettie Guazzo's Civ. Conv. n. (1586V o&b, To attaine 
to learning, there is not onelie required a will, but studie, 
watching, labour, and disquiet, which are irkesome thinges. 
x599 Shaics. Much. Ado it. i. 268 AH disquiet, horror, and 
perturbation followes her. 1614 Raleigh Hist. World 11. 
260 Called by God .. unto that rest which never afterward 
hath disquiet. _ 1641 Termes de la Ley (1708) 76 Making 
discord and disquiet to rise between his Neighbours. 1703 
Rowe FairPenit. u. ii. 580 This fond Paper would not give 
me A moment of Disquiet. 1845 S. Austin Ranke's Hist. 
Ref. III. 235 The States of the Church and Naples were still 
in a state of universal disquiet and ferment. 1869 Phillips 
Vesitv. iii. 58 The eleven months of disquiet may be re- 
garded as one almost continual eruption. 

t b. with a and pi. A disturbance ; a disquiet- 
ing feeling or circumstance, arch, or Obs. 

1574 Ld. Burghley in Strype Ann. Ref. I. iv. 81 Anxieties 
and disquiets of mind. 1659 Hammond On Ps. cxliv. 12-14 
Paraphr. 694 Without any disturbances or disquiets. 1698 
Fryer Acc. E, India # P. 97 It is so mighty a Disquiet to 
the Governor, that he can never be at ease till he [etc.]. 
1726-7 Swift Gulliver 1. iv. 55 In the midst of these intes- 
tine disquiets. ^ 1755 Smollett Quix. (.18031 IV. 135 My 
soul has been invaded by a thousand miseries, a thousand 
toils, and four thousand disquiets. 

+ Disquretal. Obs. rare. [f. prec. vb. + -al 
5.] Tbe action of disquieting. 

2643 H. More Song of Soul n.i. n. xxi, As when the flit- 
ting fire Grows full of wrath and rage, and gins to fume. 
And roars and strives 'gainst its disquietalL 

t Disquieta tion. Obs. rare. [f. Disquiet 
v . ; cf. F. mquUtatim , med L. imjuietdHo f in same 
sense, and see -ation.] Disquieting ; a cause of 
disquiet ; disturbance. 

2526 Pilgr. Perf. (W. de W. 1531) 92 b. The lacke or want 
therof is hurt notable to ony persone & disquietacyon to 
ony communalte. 

Disqui'eted, ppl. a. [f. as prec. + -ed U] Dis- 
turbed ; rendered uneasy or restless. Hence XSis- 
qui’etedly adv., in a disquieted or uneasy manner ; 
Disqui'etedness, the state of being disquieted; 
uneasiness, disquietness. 

2550 Bale Image Both Ch. 1. (R.), Fleshlye cares, and 
disquieted consciences. 1645 J. Cotton i titles The Cove- 
nant of Gods free Grace .. comfortably applied to a dis- 
quieted soul, a 2680 Charnocic A Urih Gad (1834) I. 337 
Let us. .examine the reason, .as David did of his disquieted- 
ness. 1857 Ckamb. Jml. VIII. 346 My mother's eyes rested 
..disquietedly upon the man’s partly averted face. 

Disquieter (diskwai*etar. [f. as prec. + 
-er h] One who or that which disquiets ; a dis- 
turber. 

156$ Bulleyn Dial. agst. Pest. (1888) no A swarme of 
sedicious disquieters of the common wealth. 2575 Turberv. 
Faulconrie 364 It also . . kylles the flies, the dogges dis- 
quieters and enimies to his ease. 1600 Surflet Countrie 
Farme 11. 11 359 A procurer of vomit, and a disquieter of 
the stomacke. <22660 Hammono 'Sitrm. i. (T.)» The dis- 
quieters of the honour and peace of Christendom. 

t Disquretful, a. rare. [f. Disquiet sb. + 
-EUL.] Full of or fraught with disquiet. 

a 1677 Barrow Serm. Wks. 1687 1. xvi. 239 Love and pity 
of our selves should persuade us to forbear it [reviling], as 
disquietfull, incommodious, and mischievous to us. 


DISQUm?. 

Disquieting^ (diskworetig N , vbl. sb. [f. Dis- 
quiet ir. + -ing i. j The action of the vb. Disquiet ; 
disturbing ; disturbance of peace or tranquillity. 

. IS3S Coverdale Wisd. xiv. 25 Manslaughter, . . disquyet- 
inge of good men, vnthankfulnes, defylinge of soules. 2642 
Baker Chron., Hen. /, an. 1112 (R.) King Henry . . was not 
without some.little disquietings at home. 2883 Atkenxunt 
x Dee. 699/3 To the disquieting of his lawful spouse. 

Disqui'eting, ppl. a. [f. as prec. + -ing 2 .] 
That disquiets or causes uneasiness ; disturbing. 

2576 Fleming Panopl. Epist. 271 To expel! the cause of 
that disquieting disease. 1692 Hartcliffe Virtues 17 The 
Troubles and Tumults of disquieting Passions. 2783 Wat- 
son Philip III, 11. 113 They were filled with the most dis- 
quieting apprehensions. 2894 Times x Sept. 8/4 Another 
disquieting feature of the present industrial situation. 

Disqui’etist. [f. Disquiet sb. * -ist.] A 
professed disturber of quiet; an alarmist. 

2834 New Monthly Mag. XLI. 99 The most honest of 
agitators, the most disinterested of disquietists. 

f Disquretive, a. Obs. [f. Disquiet v . +-iye.] 
Tending to disquiet ; of disquieting character. 

1846 Worcester cites Howe. 

Disquietly (diskwai-etli), adv. [f. Disquiet 
a. + -ly 2 «] In a disquiet or uneasy manner ; fin 
a disquieting manner. 

2605 Shaks. Lean. ii. 124 Machinations, .and all ruinous 
disorders follow vs disquietly to our Graues. 1630 Lennar i> 
tr. Charrods Wisd . Pref. Aija, He that carrieth himself 
troubledly, disquietly, malecon tent, fearing death, is not wise. 

t Disqui'etment. Obs. [f. Disquiet v. y 
-meet.] The action of disquieting; the fact or 
condition of being disquieted. 

1606 Turnbull in Spurgeon Treas. Dav. Ps. xv. 1 They 
are in continual perplexity. . continual disquietment of their 
minds. 1662 Stillingfl. Grig. Sacr . in. iii § 8 The pas- 
sions, disquietments, and disappointments of men. 2689 
Col. Rec . Pennsylv. I. 313 What a Spiritt has been raysed 
in ffrinds to his Disquielment there vpon y c account, 
b. A disquieting circumstance or occurrence. 
a 1658 O. Sedgwick in Spurgeon Treas. Dav. Ps. xix. 22 
Rebekah was weary of her life, not for any foreign dis- 
quietments, but because of domestic troubles. 

Disquietness (diskwoi-etnes). [f.. Disquiet 
a. + -eess.J The quality or state of being dis- 
quiet; want of quiet; unrest; disturbance. 

1535 Coverdale Prov. xi. 29 Who so maketh disquyet* 
nesse in his owne house, he shal haue wynde for his heret- 
age. 1568 Grafton Chron . II. 553 A tumult and assembly 
was made, to the disquietnesse of the realme. 1615 T, 
Adams Leceoen 217 In these dayes disquietnesse allowes no 
meditation, penurie no bookes. ^ 1681 H. More Exp. Dan. 
294 Enraged with everlasting disquietness. 

t Dis qui ■ et oils , a. Obs. [f. Disquiet sb. y 
-ous.] Fraught with disquiet ; disquieting. 

2628 Bolton Florus in. ii. (1636) 165 The troubles which 
brake out Northward, were farre more manifold, and 
horrible: no quarter is so disquiet ous. 2641 Milton Ch. 
Govt. n. (1851) 142 This.. subject, . the touching whereof is 
so distastfull and disquietous to a number of men. 

Disquietude (diskwsretiwd). [f. Disquiet 
after Quietude.] Disquieted condition or state ; 
restlessness, disturbance, disquietness. 

1709 Addison Tatter No. 97 P 3 The Noise and Dis- 
quietude of Business. 2753 N. Torriano. Gangr. Sore 
Throat 24 She passed this 'dime very uneasily, with great 
Disquietude. 2844 Thirlwall Greece VIII. Ixi. 87 Anti- 
gonus must have viewed the alliance with great disquietude. 
2869 Phillips Vesnv. iii 57 On the 3rd of September, the 
disquietude of Vesuvius returned. 

b. with a and pi. A feeling, occasion, or cause 
of disquiet; a disquieting circumstance^ 

3712 Addison Sped. No. 256 p 6 The Multitude of Dis- 
quietudes to which the Desire of it [Fame] ^subjects an 
ambitious Mind. 2726-7 Swift Gulliver in. ii. § 1 3 (1865) 
These people are under continual disquietudes. 1885 M anclr. 
Exam . 8 July 5/2 From the still unconquered Black Flags 
there are plenty of disquietudes to fear. 

[Disquieture, error for disquietnes : see List of 
Spurious Words.] 

t Disquiparancy. Logic. Obs. [ad. med.L. 
disquipardntia (F. Mayron a 1325, see Prantl III. 
290, IV. 66) for dissequiparmitia , f. Dis- 4 + aequi- 
pardntia (Tertull.) : see Equiparance.] 

The relation of two correlates which are heterony- 
mous, i.e. denoted by different names, as father and 
son : opp, to equiparancy. 

1697 tr. Burgersdicins his Logic I. vii. 22 Relateds syno- 
nymous are usually called relateds of aequiparancy, as 
friend^ rival, etc. ; heteronymous of disquiparancy, as 
father, son, master, servajtt. 

Disquipara tioiX. rare. [f. as prec. after I,. 
sequiparatidn-em, n. of action from sequipardre to 
equalize.] =prec. , ; 

1894 Froude Erasmzis 125 They define the personal or 
hypostatic union as the relation of a real disquiparatiom 
in one extreme with no correspondent at the other. 

f Bisqurre, v. Obs. [ad. L. disqnzr-ere 
to inquire diligently, f. Dis- 5 + qusercre to search, 
seek.] trans. To inquire diligently, investigate. 

1622 Bp. Mountagu Diatribas 11. 40T What the custom© 
..was, I doe not resol ue, nor disquirei. 2654 Vilvajn 
Chronogr. 16 Thus hav I . . tired my head to disquire the 
truth of Times. 1654 — Theorem. Tkeol. i. 24 Such are diffi- 
cile r to discern or disquire their corporals, subject to sens. 1 
So f Bisqui ’ry Obs., investigation, inquiry. 

1637 J. Doughty Sertnon (1628) io The Lord hath wholly* 
exposed all the creatures to mans disquiry* 2650 Duryk 
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DISQTTISITE. 

Jusi Re-prop. 28 If . . a regular way of disquiiy may be 
followed. Ibid., If they will engage to stand or fell to the 
issue of that disquiry. 

Drsquisite, -it, v. rare. [? a back-formation 
from disposition.’] intr. To make a disquisition. 

1825 New Monthly Mag. XVI, 148 The same Creative 
Power., by which alone we ourselves at this moment 
breathe, think, or disquisite at all. 1893 Leland Mem. 
II. 274 Here I would fain disquisit on Pike. 

Disquisition (diskwizrjen). [ad, L. disqui- 
sition' em inquiry, investigation, n. of action f. dis- 
quisit- ppl. stem of disqttirere : see Disquire.] 

1. Diligent or systematic search; investigation ; 
research, examination. 

1608-12 Jos. Hall Medit. Vcnves n. § 28 The disquisition 
of great truthes requires time. 1668 Wilkins Real Char. 
i. Others have applyed their disquisitions to some particular 
Letters. 1744 Harris Three Treat. (1841) 51 In this dis- 
quisition into human conduct, 2767 H. Brooke Fool of 
Qual. (1859) L 82 (0.) On their return from a disquisition 
as fruitless as solicitous, nurse declared her apprehensions 
that Harry had gone oft with a little favourite boy. 1818 
Jas. Mill Brit. India 1 . 11. iv, 150 A subject, .of less subtle 
and difficult disquisition. 1855 H. Reed Led. Eng. Lit. i. 
(1878) 42 To make it a topic of distinct disquisition. 

t b. ellipt. A subject or topic for investigation; 
a question. Obs. rare. 

_ 2605 Camden Rent. 214 Their growing vp, their flourish- 
ing . , were a disquisition for the learned. 1660 R. Coke 
Justice Find. 4 margin , The manner and order of attain- 
ing to Knowledge, is a subtil disquisition. 

2, A treatise or discourse in which a subject is 
investigated and discussed, or the results of investi- 
gation set forth at some length ; less correctly, a 
learned or elaborate dissertation on a subject. 

1647 Trapp Comm. Matt. xi. 17 Puzzling them with 
scholastical craggy disquisitions, a i68oButler Rem. 
(1759) I. 66 Unhappy Man .. On hypothetic Dreams and 
Visions Grounds everlasting Disquisitions. 1794 Sullivan 
View Nat. II, In our foregoing disquisition we ventured 
upon the threshold of a Scythiac antediluvian hypothesis. 
1840 Macaulay Ranke Ess. (1854) II. 146 The constant 
subjects of their lively satire and eloquent disquisitions. 
1873 G. C. Davies Mount. 4 Mere i, 3 A learned disquisi- 
tion on the alleged cruelty of sport. 

Disquisitional (diskwizr/onal), a. [f. prec. 
•f -al. } Of the nature of a disquisition. 

1846 Worcester cites Monthly Rev. 1856 Masson Ess., 
Story of ‘1770, 199 Here the reader must permit me a little 
Essay or disquisitional Interleaf on the character and 
writings of Chatterton. 1861 N. Brit. Rev. May 196 [The 
38th c.] sermons have no longer a voice of authority. They 
are disquisitional, explanatory or persuasive. 

Disquisrtionary, a. [See -ary. 1 ] « prec. 

2847 in Craig ; and in later Diets. 

Bisquisrtionist , [f- as prec. + -ist.] The 
author of a disquisition. 

1838 Eraser's Mag, XVIII. 385 Many a disquisitionist on 
the character of Burns. 1878 Bagehot Lit. Stud. (1879) I. 
p. x, An arid disquisitionist on value and cost of production. 

Disquisitive (diskwrzitiv), a, (sb.) [f. L. 

disquisit- ppl, stem of disqttirere + -JVE.] Charac- 
terized by or given to disquisition; given to re- 
search or investigation ; inquiring. 

1647 Trapp Comm. 2 Cor. xiii. 5 The disquisitive part be- 
longs to us, the decisive to God. 1772 Weekly Mag. 22 Apr. 
1 1 8/1 He is a man of great disquisitive powers. 1796 
Coleridge Let . in Mrs. Sandford Poole y Friends (1888) 
1 . 185 My own shaping and disquisitive mind. 1889 W. L. 
Cour tney Life J. S. Mill ii. 30 The disquisitive youth. 

+ B. sb. An inquiry or investigation. Obs. 

" 1659 Stanley Hist. Philos. III. iv. ix The Sceptick's end 
is . . Suspension in disquisitives. 

Disqursitively, adv. rare. [f. prec. + 
-ly In a disquisitive manner ; by investiga- 
tion or examination. 

162* Malynes Anc. Law-Merch. 262 By the mixt mettall 
Ore taking of disquisitively, or here and there. 

Disquisitor (diskwrzitai). [ad. L. *disqul- 
sltor , agent-n. from disquirere : see -OR.] One 
who makes disquisition; an inquirer or investi- 
gator ; the author of a disquisition. 

1766 F. Blackburn Confessional 318 Let the Disquisitors 
answer for themselves. 1771 W. Jones ZooL Eth. 66 All 
the disquisitors that ever took the Law of Moses in hand. 
1801 Ckron, in Ann. Reg. 502 Because, say our profound 
disquisitors, all the seven sacraments confer grace, 1889 
Sat. Rev. 2 Nov. 485/2 An academic disquisitor on political 
subjects. 

Disquisitorial (diskwizitoe rial), a. rare. [f. 
prec. +• -fi)AL.j Of or belonging to a disquisitor ; 
investigating; inquiring. 

1806 R. Cumberland Mem. I. 189 (L.) When he came to 
exercise the subtlety of his disquisitorial powers upon it. 

Disqursitory, a. rare. = prec. 

i860 w orcester cites Eclectic Rev. 

t Disra'nge, v. Obs. Ab o 5 disrenge. [ad. 

OF. desrengier , - rangier , f. des-, Dis- 4 + renc, 
reng , now rang rank, order. Cf. Derange.] a. 
trans. To throw out of order or rank ; to disar- 
range. b. refl. and intr. To fall out of rank. 

1485 Caxton Ckas. Gt. 226 They began to flee, disrenge 
& to be aferde, c 1530 Ld. Berners Arth. Lyt. Bryt. 
(1814I 162 Whan these Hit. knightes on horsbacke sawe 
Arthur, one of them dysranged hym selfe, and . . ran at 
Arthur. x6xo Holland Camden’s Brit. 1. 317 The English- 
men • - presently disranged themselues, and m disray preassed 
hard upon the enemies. 1775 R. Wood Ess. Homer 42 
(J od.) That delicate connexion and thread of circumstances, 


which are seldom disranged even by the smallest alteration 
without endangering his truth and consistence. 

BdsranS: (disras-gk), v. [f. Dis- 70 + Rank rA] 

4 1. trans. To throw out of rank or into dis- 
order. Obs. 

2597 Daniel Civ. Wars vm. xvi, The ranged horse break 
out . . Disrank the troops ; set all in disarray, a xoio 
Beaum. & Fl. Lawes of Candy 1. i, I .. Was he that first 
dis-rankt their woods of Pikes. 2654 Trapp Comm. Ps. 
1 . 3 The army was dis-ranked and wandred any way. 

fb. intr. (for reft.) To fall out of ranks, fall 
into disorder. Obs. 

1605 Sylvester Du Bartas 11. hi. 1. A brakam 325 Too- 
too-tired, some at last dis-rank. 2629 J. Maxwell tr. Hero- 
dian (1635) 150 They disranke, and are routed. 

f 2. transf. and Jig. (trans.) To disorder, disar- 
range, confuse. Obs. 

2602 Dekker Satiro-Mastix Kij a, Out of thy part already ; 
foil'd the scene ; Disrank’d the lines. 1614 J . Cooke Iu 
Q uoque in Hazl. Dodsley XI. 264 You shall march a whole 
day. .and not disrank one hair of your physiognomy. 1028 
Ford Lovers Mel. iv. ii. Throngs of rude divisions huddle 
on. And do disrank my brain from peace and sleep. 

3. To deprive of one’s rank, to reduce to a lower 
rank ; to degrade. 

1599 Daniel Let of Octavia Arg. Wks. (1717) I. 69 He 
arms his Forces, either to reduce Antony to the Rank of 
his Estate, or else to disrank him out of State and all. 2615 
A. Nicholes Marr. # Wiving vi. in Hart Misc. (Main.) 
III. 263 Thou wilt disrank thyself, or single out [a wife] 
from the too common shame and abuse in this kind [of 
women]. 1894 [see Disrating]. 

Hence Disra*nked//>/. a., Disramking vbl. sb. 

x6o6 Marston Fawne 1. i, Wilde longings, or the least 
of disranct shapes. 1627 May Lucan v. (2631) 24 The 
letter’s lost in their disranked wings. 2629 J. Maxwell tr. 
Herodian (1635) 279 note, So the dis-ranking of the English 
lost all to the Normans. 

t Disra*pier, v. Obs. [f. Dis- 7 a + Rapier 
jA] trans. To deprive of a rapier; to disarm. 

1599 B. Jonson Ev. Man out of Hum. 111. i. He that should 
offer to disrapier me now. 

Disrate (disr^-t), v. [f. Dis- 7 a + Rate jA] 

1. trans. To reduce (a petty officer or non-commis- 
sioned officer of marines) to a lower rating or rank. 

1811 Naval Ckron. XXV. 28 Having been disrated for 
some offence. 1829 Southey in Q. Rev. XLI. 406 He found 
it necessary to disrate Peter Hayles,the pirate. 2860 Merc. 
Marine Mag. VII. 85 This witness had been chief mate . . 
but had been disrated, .for drunkenness. 

2. To remove (a ship) from its rate or class. 

2883 Lady Brassey The Traiies 246 The ‘ Tyrian’, another 

* yellow-fever ship’, was disrated for the same reason. 

3. fig. To r move from one’s rank or position. 

2834 Chamb. Jrtd. II. 200 He. .had disrated himself from 

the genteel company of a ten-miles-wide circuit. 2883 G. 
Turner in Gd. Words Dec. 778/1 There is. .no just reason 
for dis-rating ‘which’ from its old relation to persons as 
well as to things. 

Hence Disrated ppl. a., Disrating vbl. sb. 

1833 Marryat P. Simple Ivi, If you please, your honour, 
I’d rather take my disrating-I— don’t wish to be chief 
boatswain’s mate in this here business. 2891 Daily News 
21 Nov. 4/6 What are the Tories going to do with all the 
disrated Liberal Secessionists? 2894 Labour Commission 
Gloss., Disrating, A nautical term for * disranking that is, 
reducing from a higher rank to a lower, such as lowering 
a man from A. B. to ordinary seaman, or from fireman to 
trimmer. 

t Disra'tionate, v. Obs. rare. [f. Dis- 6 + 
L. rdtion-em reason -h -ate A] trans. To deprive 
of its reason or rationality. 

2668 C. Spelman in Sir H. Spelman’s De non Tenter. 
Eccl.iy. d. 4)ToRdr. 18 Thou .. must disrationate St. Paul’s 
argument, who disswades the pollution of thy Body, because 
it is the Temple of the holy Ghost. 

t Disray*, sb. Obs. [var. of desray , Deray, with 
the ordinary late ME. change of des - to dis - : see 
Dis- prefix, and cf. Disray v .] Disorder, con- 
fusion; *= Deray, Disarray.] 

13. . K. Alis. 4353 He gan make gret disray, And gradde 
ageyn to Darye. C1450 Merlin 407 The Knyghtes. .gan 
make soche a disray a-monge hem that noon a-bode other. 
c 1470 Harding Chron . lxvi. i, The realme to saue, and kepe 
out of disraye. 2609 Holland A mm, Marcell. xxix. xii, 368 
To come in manner of a sodaine tempest upon our armie . . 
and to put it in disray. 2610 [see Disrange], 

t Disray*, V. Obs. [In sense 1 , var. of Deray, 
orig. desray , a. OF. desreer , desray er, with the 
ordinary late ME. substitution of dis- for des - : cf. 
prec. In sense 3 identified with Disarray. 

1. trans. To put out of array or military order ; 
to throw into disorder ; * Disarray v. 1 . 

1300 K. A lis. 673 Now con Alisaundre of skyrmyng, And 
of stedes disrayng. 1609 Holland tr. Antm. Marcell. 
xxiv. i. 262 Least Archers running foorth might disray 
the rankes. c 2612 Sylvester h. iv. Decay 2124 Have 
these soyong and weak Disrayed your ranks ? 1631 Weever 
Anc. Fun. Mon. 317 Guortimer .. did here set vpon .. the 
English Saxons, whom being disrayed, and not able to 
abide a second charge, he put all to flight. 

2. To disorder the attire, or spoil the personal 
appearance of. In quot. refl. 

2432 Lydgate Chron. Troy ri. xiii. ( Paris to Helen), And 
as a penitaunt in contrition Ye you disraye; alas why do 
ye so? 

3. To deprive of personal array or attire; to 
despoil, strip ; «= Disarray v. 2 . 

1483 Cath. Angl. 100/2 (MS. A.), To disray or disgise 
[MS. M. disaray] exomare. 2599 Marston Sco. Villanie, 


it. vii. 208 Disrai’d Of that faire iem. 2608 Day Law 
Trickes 1. i. (1881) 12 On the high Altar sacrifiz’d the 
Priests, Disray’d the Temple of the golden robes. 

Disrealise, in Udall 1548 : see Disrelish. 
Diss?ealize (disrrabiz), zi. rare. [f. Dis-6 + 
Realize.] trans. To divest of reality, to idealize. 

3889 Sat. Rev. 2 Mar. 261/1 The first and last rule of the 
poet should be. .to pass every personal emotion through the 
sieve of the universal, to ‘ disreaiize ’ everything, to bring 
it into union with the whole. 

t Disrea*SOXi, sb. Obs. In 5 desrayson. [a. 
OF. desraison, f. des-, Dis- 4 + raison reason.] 
That which is contrary to reason or right; in- 
justice. 

3480 Caxton Ovids Met. xn. xix, Certes it is to chyvalrye 
over grete blame, over grete tyrannye and desrayson. 
t Bisrea’soaa, V. Obs. [Anglicized from OF. 
desraisnier or its latinized form disrationdre, 
variants of OF. deraisnier, med.L. derdtiondre : 
see Du Cange, and cf. Deraign.] trans. To prove, 
assert, vindicate ; = Deraign v. i, 2. 

(The prefix des-, dis-, was here a mere variant of de-, owing 
to the frequent equivalence and confusion of these prefixes 
(see De- 1 . 6 ); but it appears to have been taken by the 17th c. 
legal antiquaries in the privative sense (Dis- 4) ; hence the 
erroneous explanation of Disrationare in Blount’s Law 
Diet. ‘ contrarium ratiocinando asserere, vel quod assertum 
est ratiocinando destruere’, and cf. J. C. Blomfield Hist. 
Sou Idem (1893) 22 note.) 

1622 Malynes Anc. Law-Merch. 425 In which time the 
proprietarie may disreason the said recouerie, by disprouing 
the other parties surmises or allegations, proumg that the 
specialtie was paied whereupon the Attachment was 
grounded. 

t Disrea*soaiaMe, a. Obs. rare. [ad. OF. 
desraisonable (Oresme, 14th c.), mod.F. de-, f. des-, 
Dis- 4 + raisonable .] Devoid of reason, unreason- 
able, groundless. 

1549 Compl. Scot. xv. 122 Thy complaynt is nocht dis- 
rasonabil. Ibid. xx. 169 The extreme disrasonabil abusione 
that rang amang the vniuersal pepil. 

t Bisre’cion, V. Obs . rare. [Dis- 6.] intr. 
To reverse reckoning ; to reckon by deduction. 

2362 Eden Arte Nauig. 11. vi. 31 The dayes of the Moone 
beynge knowen, then vnrekenyng or disrekenynge back- 
warde, we shall knowe the daye. 2611 Florio, Scomputare, 
to disreckon. 

+ Disreco m m e*n d, v. Obs. rare . [Dis- 6.] 
trans. * Discommend v . 3. 

1691 Norris Pract. Disc. 217 The untunableness of one or 
two Instruments dis-recommends the whole Musical Consort. 

Disrecommendation (disrek^mend^J-Jon). 
[f. Dis- 9 + Recommendation.] That which is the 
reverse of a recommendation, or is unfavourable 
to any one's claims. 

1732 Fielding Amelia Wks. 1775 XI. 44 The poverty of 
the person . . is never, 1 believe, any forcible dis-recommenda- 
tion to a good mind, a 1797 H. Walpole Geo. Hi 1847) II. 
vii. 21 1 He attained considerable weight in a Government 
where trifling qualities are no disrecommendation. a 1843 
Southey Doctor Fragment (1862) 676 Add to these dis- 
recommendations that it is propounded in the coarsest terms 
of insolent assumption. 

Disregard (disrzgaMd), sb. [f. Dis- 9 + Re- 
gard Want of regard; neglect, inattention; 
in earlier use often, the withholding of the regard 
which is due, slighting, undue neglect ; in later use, 
the treating of anything as of no importance. . 

1663 Glanvill Scepsis Sci. xiv. 89 We can be bold without 
resentment, yet it may be with an invincible disregard. 1733 
Neal Hist. Pur it. II. 478 The Bishops fell under a general 
disregard. 2795 Ld. Auckland Corr. (1862) III. 280 Acts 
..which tend to the levelling of thrones and conditions, and 
give to monarehs a more certain disregard and disrespect 
than all tb e labours . . of the J acobin s. 2862 M erivale R om. 
Emp. (1871) V. xlv. 3x8 Disregard and sympathy seemed to- 
be equally distasteful to him. 
b. Constr. of (for, to). 

1716 Addison Freeholder 39 (Seager) A disregard of fame. 
ax 733 Atterbury Prov. xiv. 6 (Seager) A disregard for 
everything besides. 1736 Butler A nal. ti. vi, 224 Pro- 
faneness and avowed Disregard to all Religion. 1873 J owett 
Plato (ed. 2) I. X14 An extreme disregard of., historical 
accuracy. 2882 J. H. Blunt Ref. Ch. Eng. II. 484 His 
lawless disregard for the principles of the Reformation 
settlement. 

Disregard (disr/ga*jd), v. [f. Dis- 6 + Re- 
gard v.] trans. To treat without regard, to pay 
no regard to. a. In earlier use, esp., to treat 
without due regard, respect, or attention; to 
neglect unduly, to slight. 

1642 Milton Animadv. To Postscr., Wks. (1847) 74/2 Ta 
take sanctuary among those churches which, .formerly you 
have disregarded and despised. 1632 Baxter Inf BapL 
144 To make all the people disregard and despise the 
Gospel. 2760-72 tr. Juan 4 U Uods Voy. (ed. 3) I* 45^ 
Quarries of fine stone ; but these are utterly disregarded by 
the inhabitants. 1781 Gibbon Decl. 4 F. II. 85 Those who 
have attacked, and those who have defended . . have alike 
disregarded two very remarkable passages of two orations 
pronounced under the succeeding reign. 

b. In later use, esp., to treat as of no importance, 
to pay no attention to. 

1793 Holcroft Lavater's Physiog. xxi. 107 Desirous of 
private happiness he disregards public opinion. 2849 
Macaulay Hist. Eng. II. 255 The king .. advised the 
treasurer to disregard idle rumours. 2869 Dickens Lett. 
(1880) II. 421, I have had symptoms that must not be dis- 
regarded. 


DISBEGABDABEE. 

Hence Bisregu-x&ed ppl. a . (whence Bisre- 
^a'xdedness, state of being disregarded) ; Bisxe- 
g‘a*rding‘ vbl. sb . and ppl. a. 

*659 C. Noble Mod. Answ. Immod. Q. 6 To charge him 
with neglects and slightings and disregardings to his f riends. 
1659 D. Pell Impr. Sea 185 Unto which Ambassage the 
Queen of England . . returned this bold, smiling, and disre- 
garding answer. 1667 Flavel Saint Indeed (1754) 24 In the 
disregarded heart, swarms of vain foolish thoughts are per- 
petually working. 1791 Cowper Iliad vm. 561 Then sullen 
nurse thy disregarded spleen, a 1854 Ld. Cock burn C'zV- 
cuit Joum. (1883) 95 Its surrounding bad taste and selfish 
disregardedness. 

Disregar&able, a. [f. prec. + -able.] That 
may be disregarded ; unworthy of regard. 

s 66 x Grand Debate 77 Till experience be proved to be dis- 
regardable. 1741 Richardson Pamela III. 152 An easy 
Fortune Is. .far from being disregardable. 

Disregardant, a. [f. Dis- 10 + Regardant, 
after prec. vb.] Paying no regard or attention ; 
neglectful, disregarding. 

1816 Southey Poet's Pilgr . 1, 27 All disregardant of the 
Babel sound, A swan kept oaring near with upraised eye. 
1880 Ruskin Fors Clay. Sept. VIII. 131, I understand you 
to be .. disregardant, if not actually defiant, of the persons 
on whose capital you have been hitherto passively depen- 
dent for occupation. 

Disregarder. [f. Disregard v. + -erI.] 
One who disregards. 

1661 Boyle Style of Script. Pref. ( 1675 ) 10 Disregarders of 
the Scripture. . 1864 H. Spencer Illustr . Utm\ Progr. no 

In being considered a disregarder of public opinion. 

Disregardful, a. [f. Dis- i o + Regardful : 
of. disrespectful, j The opposite of regardful ; 
regardless, neglectful, careless. 

a 1641 Bp. Mountagu Acts 4 Mon. 302 It was not probable 
he could be .. so dis-regardfull of his owne state. ^1677 
Barrow Serm. Wks, 1687 I. vii. 83 Will God . . be so partial 
and fond to us, so disregardfull and injurious toward himself? 
1748 Richardson C/awwaWks, 1883 VIII. 372 Who. .could 
be so disregardful of his own interest? 1882 A. B. Bruce 
Parab. Teach. Christ n. vi. (1891) 354 Love . . disregardful 
of conventional barriers. 

Hence Bisrega'rdfally adv., without regard, 
with neglect ; Disrega rdfalness. 

1640 Bp. Hall Chr. Moder. 41/2 They, .after many years 
vain hope were turned home disregardful ly. c x’jzoLett. 
fr. Mist's Jrnl, (1722) II. 64 An Author . . used too slightly 
and disregardfully. 1731 Bailey, D isregardfulness, neglect- 
fulness. 1SS9 Mrs. Whitney Hitherto viii. 93jNot breaking 
in disregardfully ; she always listened Mrs. Whistler through. 

t Disre'gular, a. [Dis- io.] * Irregular. 

1649 Evelyn Liberty <$• Servitude iv. Misc. Writ. (1805) 21 
Men.. who (not having more disregular passions) dispise 
honours, pleasures, riches. 

Disrela*ted, ppl. a. [Dis- IO.] Unrelated ; 
without relation or connexion. So Bisrela tion, 
absence of relation or connexion. 

1893 IVestm. Gaz. 15 May 3/2 Throughout his humour 
consists of the disrelation of his remarks to his age and size. 
Ibid., When they utter disrelated speeches. 1894 Ibid. 
26 Sept. 2/3 [He] looks on what goes before or comes after 
him as entirely disrelated. 

Disrelish. (disre*lij), sb. Also 7 disrellish. 
£f. Disrelish v. or Dis- 9 + Relish sbi] Distaste, 
dislike, aversion, some degree of disgust. 

a 2625 Fletcher Nice Valour 1. i, Being once glutted, 
then the taste of folly Will come into disrelish. 1645 Fuller 
Good Tk. in Bad T. (1841) 37 Dissensions .. will breed in 
pagans such a disrelish of our religion. 1667 Milton P. L . 
x. 569 With hatefullest disrelish writh’d thir jaws With soot 
and cinders fill’d. 1717 Pope Let. to A tterbury 20 Nov., 
With a dis-relish of all that the world calls Ambition. 1791 
Burke App. Whigs Wks. VI. 202 Men .. have an extreme 
disrelish to be told of their duty. 1802 Med. Jrnl. VIII. 
403 Her disrelish for food amounted to disgust. 1841 Miall 
in Nonconf. I. 96 Conduct . . indicative of his disrelish for 
the whole subject. 

fo. Something which excites distaste or aversion. 
1823 Hew Monthly Mag. IX, 104 /a The extraordinary 
nasal twang .. not to mention other disrelishes, we cannot 
get over. 

Disrelish. (disre*lij), v. [f. Dis- 6 or 7 a + 
Relish v. or sbi] 

■f 1. trans. To destroy the relish or flavour of; 
to render distasteful. Obs. 

(The first quot. appears to belong here): rellese, rellice 
•occur as 16th c. spellings of Relish.] 

1548 Udall, etc. Erasm. Par. Luke xv. 130 b, Yet is it 
[the plentie or aboundance of the prodigal] marred and dis- 
realised with muche galle of sondrie griefes and sorowes. 
*6*8 Earle Microcosm. (1740) 86 Some musty proverb that 
disrelishes all things whatsoever. 1667 Milton P. L. y, 305. 
*691 Norris PracL Disc . 140 ’Tis like the Handwriting on 
the Wall, enough to spoil and disrelish the Feast. 1760 
Sterne Serm. III. 374. 

2. To have a distaste for, to find not to one’s 
taste ; to regard with disfavour ; to dislike. 

1604 Shaks. Oth. 11. i. 236 Her delicate tendernesse wil. . 
begin to heaite the gorge, disreelish and abhorre the Moore. 
*642 Milton Apol. Smect. Wks. 1738 I. 1x7 How long is it 
since he hath disrelish'd Libels ? 1764 Mem. G. Psal- 

tnanazar 256 This excellent book, though.. disrelished by 
some weak Christians, 1799 G. Washington Lett. Writ. 
1893 XIV. 151, I am not surprised that some members of 
the House , . should disrelish your report. 1886 Stevenson 
Kidnapped xxvii. (18 *8) 281 He so much disrelished some 
•expressions of mine that.. he showed me to the door. 

•f- 8 . To prove distasteful to ; to disgust. Obs. 
*649 Bp. Hall Cases Consc. in. vii. (1650) 230 Or preach 
■some truth which dis-relish.es the palate of a prepossessed 
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auditor. 26s 9 Lady A limony rv. vii. in Hazl. Dodsley XIV. 
352 What might I say, That should disrelish Madam Caveare? 
1708 J. Philips Cyder 1. 28 He tastes the bitter morsel, 
and rejects Disrelisht. 

4. intr. To be distasteful, to c go down badly. 9 
1631 [See Disrelishing below]. 2647 Sprigge Anglia 
Rediv. iv. iv. 223 This much disrelished with the Lord Hop- 
ton. 2824 Cary Dante Par. xvu. 113, I learnt that, which, 
if I tell again, It may with many wofully disrelish. 

Hence Disrelished ppl. a. ; Disre lishing vbl. 
sb . ; Disrelishing ppl. a distasteful. 

1631 Brathwait Whimzies Ep. Ded. 8 Strong lines have 
beene in request, but they grew disrelishing. 2659 Lady 
Alimony xi. v. in Hazl. Dodsley XIV. 314 A freedom from 
our disrelish'd beds. 2692 Dryden St. Evremont's Ess. 78 
This first disrelishing of the Republick, had . . so much of 
Honesty that [etc.]. 182s Lamb Elia Ser. 1. Intperf. 

Sympathies , When once it becomes indifferent, it begins to 
be disrelishing. 2846 D. King Treat. Lords Supper hr. 89 
A violated law and a disrelished salvation. 

t BisreTishable, a. Obs. [f. prec. -f -able.] 
Such as to be disrelished or disliked ; distasteful. 

a 1670 Hackkt A bp. Williams 1. (1692) 7S (D.) That the 
match.. should be intended no more was disrelishable. 

t Disreilslimeut. Obs. rare. [f. Disrelish 
+ -ment.] A disliking; a distasteful matter. 

1646 S. Bolton Arraignm. Err. 354 An act of oblivion., 
in which all disrelishments either in language or action, 
word or deed, may be buried up in silence. 

Disremember (disnrae*nibsi), v. Chiefly dial. 
[f. Dis- 6 + Remember v.] To fail to remember; 
to forget, (trans. and absol.) 

1836 F. Mahoney Father Prout (1839) 373 The. .lines 
of the author he feigns to disremember. 1848 Mrs. Gaskell 
M. Barton ix. (1882) 23/1, I disremember rightly what I ! 
did. 1876 Miss Cary Country Life i. 13 If he did not dis- \ 
remember, he would look at it before he went to bed. 2880 
Ouida Moths vii, [American speaking] I disremembered to 
ask when the mails went out. x88o Antrim <$* Down Gloss., 
Disremember, to forget. Also in Glossaries of Sussex, Berks, 
Hants, and in JBartlett Diet. Amer. (i860). 

Disrepair (disi/peau). [f. Dis- 9 + Repair sb.] 
The state of being out of repair, or in bad condi- 
tion for want of repairs. 

1798 Telegraph in Spirit Pub. Jmls. (1799) II. 368 If our 
landlord should.. suffer our houses and fences to go entirely 
into disrepair, 1823 Scott Rokeby 11. xvii, All spoke neglect 
and disrepair, 1816 — Old Mort. v, It had been suffered to 
go considerably into disrepair. 1833 Act 3-4 Will. IV, c. 46 
§ 104 Where any. .spouts.. drains or common sewers, .shall 
get into disrepair. 1854 H. Miller Sch.ff Schm. i. (1857) 8 
It . . had now fallen greatly into disrepair. 

+ Disrepo*rt, sb. Obs. rare. [f. Dis- 9 + Re- 
port sb.] Evil report, report to any one’s pre- 
judice. 

1640 Fuller Joseph's Coat viii. (1867) 193 Let us practise 
St. Paul’s precept, by honour and dishonour, by good re- 
port and disreport 

t Disreport, v. Obs. rare. [f. Dis- 6 + 
Report v.J To give an evil report (of). 

2653 R. Baillib Disswasive Vind. (1655) 81 Their for- 
wardnesse to misreport, disreport, discovers much evill 
affection in their spirits. 

Disre:putabi\Lity. [f. Disreputable a . : see 
-bility.] - Disreputableness. 

1834 De Quincey Antobiog. Sk. Wks. II. 78 Why then 
should he court danger and disreputability ? 1879 Arber 

Introd. to 2nd Pt. Return, fr, P amass. 16 The important 
testimony, .to the disreputability. .of the professional Actor. 
2892 Lounsbury Stud. Chaucer III. vii. 250 To call a man 
a Goth conveyed . . a general sense of the disreputability of 
him about whom it was uttered. 

Disreputable (disre-pizftab’l), a. (sb.) [f. Dis- 
10 + Reputable a., after Disrepute.] 

1. The reverse of reputable ; such as to bring into 
disrepute or reflect discredit ; discreditable. 

2772 Ann. Reg. 27 He could not . . but be sensibly con- 
cerned for the present disreputable state of our law courts. 
a 1793 J. Wedgwood in Darwin's Life 4 Lett. (1887) I. 198 
It would [not] be in any degree disreputable to his cha- 
racter as a Clergyman. 1871 Freeman Hist. Ess. Ser. 1. 
vii. 200 One of the most disreputable of juggles. 

2. Having a bad reputation ; in bad repute ; not 
of respectable character. 

1828 Webster, Disreputable .. as, disreputable company. 
2844 Disraeli Coningsby iv. iv. (L.), Nobody wants a 
second chamber, except a few disreputable individuals. 
1861 Geo. Eliot Silas M. v. There was Jem Rodney, a 
known poacher, and otherwise disreputable. 2867 Miss 
Braddon Rim to Earth i, The room was full of sailors and 
disreputable-looking women. 

B. sb. A disreputable person. 

2853 H. Greville Diary { 1884) 35 To clear his Court of the 
robbers and disreputables who surround him. 1862 Shirley 
Nugse Crit. iii. 272 Heine, one of the religious disreputables, 
was . . a mocker from his boyhood to his death. 2887 Pall 
Mall G. 23 Aug. 2/2 Where the . . drunkards and disreput- 
ables are well in evidence. 

Bisre'putableness. [f. prec. + -ness.] The 
quality or state of being disreputable. 

1710 W. Hume Sacred Success. 382 So that what people 
.. agree upon and determine shall respecting reputable- 
ness or disreputableness, have a very commanding force. 
i860 All Year Round 142 That disreputableness of appear- 
ance which is one of their greatest sources of attraction. 

Disre putably, adv. [f. as prec. + -ly *.] 
In a disreputable manner; discreditably. 

2775 Burke Sp. Cone. Amer. Wks. III. 29 Propositions 
are made . . somewhat disreputably, when the minds of men 
are not properly disposed for their reception. Mod. He is 
said to have behaved most disreputably on that occasion. 
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Disreputation. Obs. ox arch. [Dts- 9.] 

1 . Privation or loss of reputation ; bringing into 
disrepute ; discrediting ; dishonour, disgrace. 

1601 Fulbecke i st Pt. Parall. Intr. iii, The sodaine and 
finall myserie, calamitie, and disreputation of that Common- 
weale. a 2627 Hieron Wks. II. 27 Those who vrge this to 
the dis-reputation of alt that are affected well. 1651-3 Jer. 
Taylor Serm. for Yean. xiv. 173 A disreputation of piety 
and a strict life. 1692-8 Norris Pract. Disc. (1711) III. 
78 Are they not inwardly troubled .. when they hear any- 
thing said to their Disreputation? 2824 T. Jefferson 
Writ. (1830) IV. 387 He will .. bring disreputation on the 
institution. 1874 Motley Barneveld I. vii. 320 To remove 
me from my post with disreputation. 

t b. A discrediting circumstance, a discredit. ' 
2609 Bp. W. Barlow Answ. Homeless Cath. 104 This 
reason .. is not onely a Calumniation against T. M. but 
a dis-reputation also to his Maiestie. 2652-3 Jer.^ Taylor 
Serm. for Year( 1678) 110 Intemperance .. is a Dishonour 
and disreputation to the person and the nature of the man. 
2752 Affect. Harr. Wager 36 Humanity .. the want of 
which is a Disreputation to a Man’s Character. 

*|* 2. W ant of reputation, evil reputation ; the con- 
dition of being in disrepute ; discredited condition. 

1633 T. Adams Exp. 2 Peter ii. 5 This vice.. is gotten 
already out of the disreputation of a sin. 1748 Richardson 
Clarissa (i8n) III. xxxvii. 221 The period in which our 
conduct or misconduct gives us a reputation or disreputa- 
tion, that almost inseparably accompanies us throughout 
our whole future lives. 1770 Langhorne Plutarch (1879) 
II. 639/2 Eumenes, with the disreputation of having been 
only a secretary, raised himself to the first military employ- 
ments. 

Disrepute (disripi/rt), sb. [f. Dis- 9 + Repute 
,fA] Loss or absence of reputation ; ill repute, 
disesteem, discredit, dishonour. 

1653 Holcroft Procopius Pref. Aij b, Belisarius then re- 
turned to Constantinople with disrepute. 1698 Norris 
Pract. Disc. IV. 18 The Holy things of Religion felt at 
length into Contempt and Dis-repute. 2758 Phil. Trans. L„ 
666 It was formerly in great credit as a pectoral, but is now 
quite in disrepute. 2857 Buckle Civiliz. I. ix. 573 It brings 
the administration of justice into disrepute. 2870 Lowell 
Among my Bks. Ser. 1. (1873)89 A large and spacious house 
which lay under the disrepute of being haunted. 

+ Bisrejra'te, v. Obs. [f. Dis- 6 + Repute v .] 
trans. a. To hold as of no reputation ; to regard 
slightingly; to disesteem. b. To bring into dis- 
credit; to defame, disparage. C. To bring dis- 
credit or an evil name upon tby one’s conduct). 

1611 Florio, Disreputare , to disrepute, to disesteeme. 
2625 Bp. Mountagu App. C cesar n. vii. 183 You quote us 
the Homilies .. I think you dis-repute them. 1649 Jer. 
Taylor Gt. Exemp. 1. ad § 1. 16 The Virgin was betrothed 
lest honorable marriage might be disreputed. 1651 — Holy 
Living iv. ad § 10 (1727) 335 O teach me to walk, that 
I may never disrepute the honour of my religion, a 1677 
Barrow Serm. (1686) III. 380 Is it not infinitely better to 
be unjustly defamed by men, than to be disreputed by 
God? 1697 R. Peirce Bath Mem. 11. ii. 272 Doubting 
that he would disrepute the Place . . by dying here. 

Disrese rnble, V, rare. [a. OF . desressembler 
(in Goclef.), f. des-, Dis- 4 -f ressembler.] trans. 
Not to resemble ; to be unlike. 

So Disrescmblance, want of resemblance. 

1622 Peacham Compl. Gent. xili. (1634) 130/1 Xo_ have 
blurred it out for some small disreseu.blance, either in the 
eye or mouth. 2654 Ld. Orrery Parthen. (1676) 24 One ex- 
ceeding like the first . . and disresembling him in nothing [etc.]. 

t Disrese’nt, v. Obs. rare. [f. Dis- 6 + Resent 
v. (which formerly meant ‘ to take well or ill’).] 
trans . To have a feeling against, to take ill ; 
= Resent in its current sense. 

1652 W. Hartley Inf. Baptism 12 The Lord . . dis-re- 
sented such performances as were tainted with wickedness. 

Disrespect (disrzspe*kt), sb. [f. Dis- 9 -f- 
Respect sb. ; or perh. from Disrespect v .] \\ ant 
of respect, courteous regard, or reverence. 

2631 Gouge God's Arrows m. § 80. 336 Profanation of 
holy things . . manifesteth a disrespect of God himselfe. 
2731 Johnson Let. to G. Hickman 30 Oct. in Boswell, This 
delay . . proceeded neither from forgetfulness, disrespect 
nor ingratitude. 1771 Junius Lett. liv. 285 My # memory 
fails me, if I have mentioned their names with disrespect. 
2849 Macaulay Hist. Eng. II. 23 No expression indicating 
disrespect to the Sovereign . was suffered to escape. 

f b. With a and ft. An instance of this ; an act 
showing disesteem or irreverence; * an act ap- 
proaching to rudeness’ (J.). Obs. 

263a Marmion Hollands Leaguer iv. v. Howsoever I 
have found a disrespect from you, yet I forget it. 2647 
Clarendon Hist. Reb. t. § 149 Any disrespect to any acts 
of state . . was in no time more penal. 1689 Col. Rec. 
Pennsylv. I. 314, I doe also (Forgive y u Disrespects and 
neglects of any persons, a 1714 M. Henry Wks. (2835; II. 
139 Their unkindnesses and disrespects to himself. 

Disrespext* v- [f* Dis- 6 + Respect vi] 
trans. The reverse of to respect ; to have or show no 
respect, regard, or reverence for ; to treat with 
irreverence. : „ ■ . , . 

2614 Wither Sat. to King , Juvenilia (1633) 346 Here can 
j smile to see . . how the mean mans suit is dis-respected. 
1633 Bp. Hall Hurd Texts A'. T.ix If he love the one he must 
disrespect the other. 2683 Cave Ecclesiastici 232 (Basil) 
To honor him, and dis-respect his Friend, was to stroke 
a man's head with one hand, and strike him with the other, 
1706 Hearne Collect . 26 Apr., He was disrespected in 
Oxford by several men who now speak well of him. 1853 
L. Hunt Poems Pref. 27 As if .. sorrow disrespected things 
homely. 1885 G. Meredith Diana I. 257 You will judge 
whether he disrespects me. 
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DISRUPTION. 


Hence Disrespected'^/. a., -ing vhl sh 
1631 Gouge God s A rrtnvs i. § 45. 75 A dis-respecting, 
despising, and vilifying of Gods mercies. 1640 Glapthorne 
fadies PriviL iv. Wits. 1874 II. 140, I meane not. .To save 
a dis-respected life. 1791 Paine Rights of Man fed. 2) 
1. 101 Reflecting how wretched was the condition of a dis- 
respected man, 1876 G. Meredith Beanch. Career III. vi 
105 Treating her like a disrespected grandmother. 

Disrespectability (diarfspedctabrlitih [f. 
next + -ity, after respectability.] The quality of 
being disrespectable; the reverse of respectability. 

X830 Lytton P. Clifford vii, Committed .. to the House 
of Correction on the charge of disrespectability. 1848 
Thackeray Van. Fair Ixiv, Her taste for disrespectability 
grew more and more remarkable. 1893 W. Wallace Scot. 
Yesterd. 60 An office which had an odour of disrespectability. 

Disrespectable (disrispe-ktab’l), a. [Drs- 
10.] The opposite of respectable ; not worthy of 
respect ; not in accordance with standards of re- 
spectability. 

1 1813 Examiner 22 Mar. 187/1 All distinction . . between 
what is respectable and what is disrespectable would be 
at an end. 1822 Scorr Nigel xvi, Well acquainted with 
the town . . but in a sort of disrespectable way. 1865 M. 
Arnold Ess. Crit. v. 11875) 223 Not only was he [Heine] 
not one of Mr. Carlyle’s * respectable' people, he was pro- 
foundly nf/rrespectable. 

Disrespe*cter. rare. [f. Disrespect v. + 
-er I.] One who disrespects. 

x66x Boyle Script. (1671?) 149 There .. are but too 
many witty disrespecters of the Scripture, xrxx tr. Weren- 
/els' Disc. Logom. 127 The Disrespecters of the An dents. 

Disrespectful (disrzspe*ktful), a. {f. Dis- 
10 + Respectful, after disrespect.'] The opposite 
of respectful ; full of or manifesting disrespect. 

<*1677 Barrow ■, -Serin. Wks, 1687 I. xxiii. 316 Offended 
with our injurious and disrespectful! behaviour toward him. 
x68x E. Sclater Serm. at Putney 26 The least dis-respectfull 
word is Rebellion. 1741 Richardson Pamela II. 320, 
I must say nothing . . that is disrespectful or undutiful. 
1859 Dickens T. Two Cities 11. xii, I will hear no dis- 
respectful word of that young lady from any lips. 1884 
Sir J. Pearson in Law Times Rep. LI. 659/1 It would be 
disrespectful to the Court of Appeal. 
fig. 1748 Whitehall Even. Post N o. 405 Our Commerce 
.. . still suffers much from these disrespectful Accidents. 

Disrespe ctfully, cuiv. [f. prec. r -LY -.] In 
a disrespectful manner. 

1671 Clarendon Hist. Reb. ix. § no The lord Wentworth 
..talked very imperiously, and very disrespectfully .. to 
some of the council. 1717 T. Howel Desiderins (ed. 3115 
He has . . withdrawn from the publick Stage of the World, 
where he has been disrespectfully treated. 1856 Froude 
Hist. Eng. I. 277 Prohibiting Tyndale’s Testament, in the 
preface of which the clergy were spoken of disrespectfully. 

Disrespe*ctfalness. [f. as prec. + -ness.] 
The quality or fact of being disrespectful. 

167a Life of J. A Heine v. (1838) 48 Bearing with their 
dulness, rudeness, and disrespectfulness. 1863 Miss Brad- 
don % Marckmont II. x. 229, I seemed to feel as if it was 
a sin and a disrespectful ness towards her to wear colours. 

t Disrespe*ctive, a . Obs. [f. Dis- 10 + Re- 
spective; after disrespect.] — Disrespectful. 

1623 Wither Hymns Songs (1856) 33 Disrespectlve we 
have been Of statutes, judgements, and decree. x6ss8 Digby 
Voy. Medit. (1868) 54, I restored my principal! masters 
mate.. that I had turned before the mast for some disrespec- 
tiue misdemeanour. . 1735-6 Carte Ormonde 1 . 325 This rash 
and violent proceeding so disrespective to that nobleman. 
Hence + Bisrespectively adv., disrespectfully. 
1636 Brathwait Romatt Emperors 360 He passed to 
another life at Prague, disrespectively there inhumed. 

t Disrespo’ndeucy- Obs. rare . [Dis- 9.] 
Absence of response ; the fact of not responding. 

1657 Cokaine Obstinate Lady ir. ii, Why , , would you 
engage So much yourself to any of that sex, As for a dis- 
respondency to lay Violent hands upon yourself? 

t Disre*st, sb. Obs. [Dis- 9.] The opposite 
of rest ; disquiet, unrest. 

1567 Turberv. Ovid $ Ep. 79 b, Tlie sorer is the cruell 
gashe, and breedes the more disrest. 1668 Howe Bless. 
Righteous (1825) 103 Free from any molestation from with- 
out, or principle of disrest within. 1726 Amherst Terrse 
Fil. xxxiii. 177 Violence, disrest, and an ill name, will be 
the rewards of your folly and obstinacy. 

t Disre'St, v. Obs. rare. [f. Dis- 7 a + Rest sk] 
l Wans. a. To remove or dislodge from a place of 
jest. b. To deprive of rest; to disturb. 

X696 in Church Philip’s War (1S67) H. 123 An Expedition 
to attack that Fort, and to disrest and remove the Enemy 
from that Post, 1726 Penhallow Ind. Wars (1859) 52 Gur 
frontiers at home were as much disrested as ever. 

Disrestore v . : see Dis- 6. 
t Disreverence, v. Obs. [Dis- 6 or 7 a ] 
irons. The opposite of to reverence ; to treat with 
irreverence; to deprive of reverence. 

1529 More Dyalognc nr. 84 a/! To se his maieste dis- 
reuerenced. x6o8 W. Sclater Malachy (1650) 45 That we 
pollute not nor disreverence the Name God. a 1670 Hacket 
A bp. Williams 1, (1692) 127 How is His glory dis-reverenced 
over all this land? 

Disrewa rd, V. [Dis- 6 or 7 a.] trans. To 
reverse the act of rewarding ; to deprive of reward. 

1640 Quarles Enchirid. n. xcvi, Beware of Pride.,it dis- 
xewards goodnesse in it selfe, by vain glory. 

t Disrie^led, ppl. a. Obs. [f. OF. desreigle 
* vnrulie, disordered . , vnbridled* (Cotgr.) + -ED 1 . 
Cf. Regle vd\ Unruly, unregulated, outrageous. 

1638 Penit. Conf. (1657) 342 It is a necessary duty to cut 
off enormity and disriegled inordinances. 
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Disrobe fdisr<?u-b) } #. Also 6-7 -voab. [Dis- 
6 or 7 a, Cf. OF. desrober in same sense.] 

1 . irons. To divest or strip of a robe or garment ; 
to undress, strip. Const, of, from. 

1590 Spenser F. Q. i. iii. 17 The holy Saints of their rich 
vestiments He did disrobe. 2595 Shaks. John 11. 1. 147 He 
. .That did disrobe the Lion of that robe. x6cx — ful. C. 
1. i. 69 Disrobe the Images. 1638 Sir T. Herbert Trav. 
(ed. 2) 236 One holds his knee j a second disroabs him. 1648 
Mayne Amorous War iv. vi, Disrobe your upper parts. 
1725 Pope Odyss. xx. 312 Dis-rob’d, their vests apart in order 
lay. 1847 Tennyson Princ . Concl. 117 Lilfe Disrobed the 
glimmering statue of Sir Ralph From those rich silks. ^ 

2 . refl. and intr. To divest oneself of clothing; 
to undress. 

1581 Mulcaster Positions xxxiv. (1887) i22_They disrobed 
themselues, and were chafed with a gentle kinde of rubber. 
3:603 Order Coronation yas.I in Maskell Mon. Rit. (1846-7) 
III. 109 note , The king . . there disrobeth himself of his upper 
garments. 17x5-20 Pope Iliad v. 904 Pallas disrobes.^ 1807 
Crabbe Sir E. Grey xx, They make the hypocrite disrobe. 
1883 Gilmour Mongols xviii. 211 You will notice as they 
disrobe, that each and all wear at their breast charms. 

8. transf. andyS^*. To divest, strip. 

1592 Nobody 4- Someb. in Simpson Sch. Shahs. I. (1878) 
299 Archigallo shall be deposd, And thou disroah’d of all 
thy dignitie. 1638 Sir T. Herbert Trav. (ed. 2) 330 Nut- 
meg . , at full ripnesse disroabs it selfe, and discovers .. the 
Mace. 1751 Smollett Per. Pick . (1779) IV. cii. 321 Desire 
to see her fair eyes disrobed of. .resentment. 1878 G. Mac- 
donald Phantasies vii. 112 The very voice, .seemed to dis- 
robe the room of the strange look. 

Hence Disrobed ppl. a. ; Disro’bing vhl. sb. 
and ppl. a. 

1794 Mrs. Piozzi Sytwn. II. 302 Writers who delight not 
in disrobed meaning. 1813 Shelley Q. Mat ix. 171 Fear 
not. .death’s disrobing hand. 1841 Lane Arab. Nis. 1 . 121 
The first apartment is the . . disrobing room. 

Disro'bemeut. [f. Disrobe + -ment.] The 
action of disrobing or divesting of a covering. 

1747 Gould Eng. Ants 46 You may discern such Disrobe- 
ments in the Cones of Silk-Worms. 1830 Blackw. Mag. 
XXVIII. 875 Damon watches the process of disrobe- 
ment. 

Disro*ber. [f. as prec. + -ER 1 .] One who or 
that which disrobes. 

1654 Gayton Pleas. Notes m. yiii. 119 Disinchanters of 
Negromancers, disrobers of gypsies. 1882 Sir P. Felis in 
Society 7 Oct. 18/x The trees, swept bare by autumn’s gale 
— That swift and merciless disrober. 

Disroof (disrzH), v. [Dis- 7 a.] trans. To 
deprive of the roof ; to unroof. Hence Disroo'fed 
ppl. a. 

1837 Carlyle Fr. Rev. III. v. vii. (1872) 208 Ghastly 
chateaus stare on you by the wayside, disroofed, diswin- 
dowed. 1871 J. C. Jeaffreson Ann. Oxf. II. x. 154 The 
disroofed and dismantled walls of the venerable fanes. 

t Disroo’m, V. Obs. rare. In 5 dysrowme. 
[f. Dis- 7 c + Room sb.] trans. To displace. 

1489 Caxton Faytes of A. 1. xxiii, 71 Noon vpon peyne of 
deth shall dysrowme hym self. 

Disraos.t v. : see Dis- 7 c, 

Disroot (disriZ-t), v. [f. Dis- 6 + Root v.] 
irons. To pull up by the roots ; to uproot, unroot. 

1800 Trans. Soc. Encourag. A rts XVIII. 368 Pine-suckers 
..having disrooted and plunged them into old dust of bark. 
1849 Florist 279 Repot the bottoms that have been dis- 
rooted. 1876 S winburne Erechtkeus (ed. 2) 178 And with 
one hand disroot All tender flower and fruit. 

b. transf. To dislodge (anything) from the 
place where it is fixed. 

x6x2 Two Noble K. v. vi, When neither curb would crack 
».nor differing plunges Dis-root his rider whence he grew. 
1774 Goldsm. Nat. Hist (1862) I. xii. 63 The_ sliding down 
of a higher piece of ground, disrooted from its situation. 1865 
Carlyle Fredk. Gt. VIII. xviii. xii. 33 Daun ..could not 
have disrooted F riedrich this season . 

Hence Bisroo ting-^/, sb. ; Bisroo*ter, one who 
disroots. 

1826 Scott fpil. 10 Oct., A kind of disrooting that recalls 
a thousand painful ideas of former happier journeys. 1883 
Encvcl. Did., Disrooter. 

Disroirnd, v. nonce- wd. [Dis- 8.] trans. 
To deprive of roundness or rotundity ; to unround. 

*S 55 Watreman Fardle Facions 1. iii. 33 (They] are of 
opinion that the circuite of the earth, .disroundyng hym 
self, shooteth out thre corner wise, 
t Disrou’t, v. Obs. Also 6 disrought. [ad. 
OF. desrouter (13th c. in Littre), mod.F. dP- 
router, f. des- } Dis- 4 + OF . route band, company. 
Gf. Rout v.] a. tram. To put to rout. b. intr. 
To be put to rout : to break up, become scattered. 

7525 Ld. Berners Froiss. II. cxxxix. [cxxxv.] 389 If they 
disrought and be out of ordre, they shall soone be taken vp. 
1592 Wyrley Armor if 63, I appoint to you . . thence not 
huge vnlesse you plainly vewe Vs to disrout. 1626 True 
Relat. Stratagem in Arb. Garner L 608 Hie Black Prince 
. .disrouted their mighty armies. 1630 J. I’aylor (Water P ) 
World runs on Wheels Wks. 11. 243/2 To disrowte their 
enemies, breaking their rankes and order. 

T Bisron*t, sb. Obs. rare. [a. OF. desroute rout, 
disorder, mod.F. deroute> f. dirouteri see prec.] 
The act of putting to rout ; rout, defeat 
7623 tr. Favine’s Tkeat. Hon. 11. xiii. 217 Were (after their 
disroute) brought to Julius Caesar. 

tDisroy-alty* Obs. nonce-wd. [f. Dis- 9 + 
Royalty.] . Undoing of royal dignity. 

1630 R. Jokmofls Kingd. fy Commw. 210 Kings of Den- 
ntarke. .have thought it no disroyaltie to set up divers manu- 
facturer 


ffisnr&dered, ppl. a. rare. [Dis- 7 a.] De- 
prived of the rudder. 

a 1788 in Croft Let. to. Pitt on yolmson's New Did. 58-9 
At the 7249th of , my additional words, I find disrudderedi . 

* their gait like to that of a disruddered ship '. 

t Disril'lily, eulv. Obs. In 4 disrewliiye. 
[f. next + -ly Aj Iii an unruly manner. 

C1400 Rom. Rose 4900 [Youthe]. .makith hym love y velle- 
companye, And lede his lyf disrewliiye. 

f Disruly, <*• Obs. rare—°. [In ME. ^disresvlie, 
implied in prec. adv., a. OF. desrieulP unregulated, 
disordered, mod.F. deregie.] Unruly. 

1570 Levins Manip. 99/47 Disrulie, irregularis. 
Disr mn p (diswmp), vf [ad. L. disrump-Pre 
(also dirumpere) to break into pieces, burst asunder, 
f. Dis- 1 + rumpere to break.] To break up, burst 
asunder, Disrupt {irons, and intr.). 

(In quot. 1661, with a play upon the. Rump Parliament.} 
1581 T. Nuce Seneca's Odazua ii. ii. 177 b, Let spouses 
age And curteous bashfull shame disrumpe your rage. x66i 
Sir H. Vane’s Politics 16 Upon the sad approach cf that 
Scotch Army, our forlorn Society . . became dis-rumped. 
2886 Sat. Rev . 8 May 635/2 A caucus is a much worse 
monster than a dragon . .and does not disrump so easily. 

Disrirmp, vf nonce-wd. [Dis- 7 a.] trans. 
To deprive of the rump. 

1654 Gayton Pleas. Notes iv. v. 196 The Barber., parts 
with his taile-piece, and walks as one of the disrump’d 
{printed dirump’d] Poultry. 

t Disrirmpent, a. Obs. [a. L. dismmpent-enij 
pr. pple. of disrumpere : see Disrump v. { ] That 
bursts asunder. 

165 7 Tomlinson Renan's Disp. 391 Vested with a mem- 
branous and frequently disrumpent barke. 

Disrupt (disrupt),///, a. [ad. L. disrupt -us, 
pa. pple. of disrumpere : see Disrump vA and cf. 
Dirupt.] Burst or broken asunder; broken up. 
Chiefly as poetic pa. pple. = Disrupted. 

1730-6 Bailey (folio h Disrupt , broken dr rent asunder. 
1782 W. Stevenson Hymn to Deity 16 Behind a watery 
cloud disrupt. 1850 Mrs. Browning Soul’s Travelling 
Yiii, Though at your feet The cliff’s disrupt. 1885 G. 
Meredith Diana II. i. 3 Leaving them., disrupt, as by 
earthquake. 

Disrupt (disrupt), v. [f. L. disrupt- ppl. stem 
of disrumpere : see Disrump vf Except in single 
quot. 1657, app. not in use before 19th e. Not in 
J., T., R., nor Webster 1828. Cf. the rare Di- 
rupt] 

1 . intr. To burst asunder, rare. 

1657 Tomlinson Renon’s Disp. 668 Almonds.. may be., 
agitated, .over a slow fire, till the Involucrum disrupt. 

2 . trans. To break or burst asunder j to break in 
pieces, shatter ; to separate forcibly. 

1817 Scoresby in Ann. Reg., Chron. 556 The most for- 
midable fields . . become disrupted into a thousand pieces. 
1849 T ait's Mag. XVI. 423 We should . . disrupt the bonds. 
1879 Tourgee Fools Err. xxiii. 140 The attempt which was 
made to disrupt the government. 

fig. 1865 Pall Mall G. 1 June 11 His very religious and 
philosophical thinkings being constantly disrupted by some 
whim or personal peculiarity. 

Hence Disrupted, Disru'pting ppl. adjs. 

1819 Blackw. Mag. IV. 397 There is a concord and a har- 
mony in the disrupted fragments of the cliffs. 1849 Dana 
Geol. u. (1850) 107 These disrupting and transporting effects. 
1876 Page Adv. Text-Bk. Geo l iv. 84 When igneous matter 
forces Its way through the stratified rocks, . it is termed dis- 
rupting. 1876 H. Spencer Princ. Sociol. (1877) 704 There 
come into play disrupting influences. 1879 A. B. Davidson 
Expositor 264 The reunion of the disrupted kingdom. 

DisanrptaMe, rare. [f. Disrupt v. + -able.] 
Capable of being disrupted. Hence Bisrupta- 
bi*lity. 

1820 C. R. Maturin Melmoth (1892’) III. xxx. 208 The 
intense anddisruptable feeling.^ 1893 Scott. Leader 11 Get. 
3 As many points of disruptability as the mariner’s compass 
has points. 

Disru-pter, -or. [See -ER 1 , -or ] One who- 
breaks up ; one who causes disruption. 

x88x Sat. Rev. 23 July 116/2 These eminent Disrupters 
had been passionate advocates for the nationality of the 
Church. x886 Parnell in Pall Mall G. 26 J une 10/2 They 
denounced Mr. Gladstone as a betrayer of h.s country and 
a disruptor of the Empire. 

Disru'ptic, a. rare. [f. L. disrupt - (see Dis- 
rupt v.) + -ia] Of or pertaining to the disrup- 
tion or breaking up (of organic structures). 

1889 Geodes & Thomson Evol. of Sex 88 The ascending, 
synthetic, constructive '.series of changes are termed ‘ana- 
bolic ’ ; the descending, disruptic series, ‘ katabolic 

Disruption (disrerppn). [ad. L. disruption - 
em \dimption-em'), n. of action from disrumpere 
to burst or break asunder.] 

1 . The action of rending or bursting asunder ; 
violent dissolution of continuity; forcible sever- 
ance. ; 

X646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. m. xvi. 145 Theophrastus. . 
conceiveth . . that upon a full and plentifull iinpletion there 
may succeed a disruption of the matrix. 1684 T. Burnet 
Th. Earth 1. 161 These" great earthquakes and disruptions, 
that did such great execution upon the body of the earth. 
1799 Kir wan Geol. Mss. 251 These; pillars did not assume 
the columnar form by crystallization, but by disruption. x8x6 

• Miss Schimmelpenninck tr., Tour La Grande Chartreuse I. 
xo At the sudden disruption of the masses of rock above. 
x866 Rogers Agric. 4- Prices I , xxiii. 601 On the final dis- 
ruption of Guienne fi*om the English crown. 
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2 . A disrupted condition; a disrupted part or 
place, a rent. 

1760-72 tr. yuan 4* Ullaa's Voy. (ed. 3) II. 88 They. .rend 
die earth, and at every shock leave it full of disruptions. 
1852 Miss Yqnge Cameos (1877) III. xxv. 233 In the time 
of weakness and disruption. 3877 Morley Crit. Misc 
Carlyle Ser. 1. (1878) 199 The whole polity of Europe was 
left in such a condition of disruption as had not [etc. j 

3 . spec. The Disruption : the name applied to 
the great split in the Established Church of Scot- 
land, 18th May 1843, when 451 ministers left that 
Church and formed themselves into the Free Pro- 
testing (afterwards, simply, the Free) Church of 
Scotland. 

The cause of their separation was the failure of the Church 
to maintain its complete independence in matters spiritual 
as against the interference of the Civil Courts (Court of 
Session), for which the Evangelical party had carried on a 
‘ Ten Years’ Conflict * against the. 1 Moderates’. 

1843 Candlish Speech 30 Mar. in Life (1880) 293 All the 
people are concerned in making preparation for that dis- 
ruption which is now inevitable. Ibid. 6 Sept. 315 The 
Free Church, since the Disruption has in a wonderful man- 
ner kept herself free from . . attacks on the existing Estab- 
lishment. 1886 J. H. Blunt Diet. Sects 167/1 The standing 
outside the Establishment for a quarter of a century has 
much weakened the adherence . . to the original views 
maintained at the Disruption. 

attrib. 1871 J. Mackenzie Life Princ. Cunningham xv. 
192 The same contented cheerfulness dwelt in the poor abode 
of every Disruption minister. Ibid. 195 Dr. Cunningham 
visited this district in November of the Disruption year. 

Bisru*ptionist. [f prec. + - 1 ST.] One who 
favours disruption. 

3886 Sat. Rev. 22 May 693/2 The disruptionists, with all 
Irish sedition to back them, will be powerless. 1886 
Athenaeum n Sept. 331/2 As to the origin of the [Homeric] 
poems Mr. Leaf seems to be a unionist by predilection, but 
a moderate disruptionist by conviction. 

attrib. 1882 Contemp. R ev. Sept. 458 Disruptionist ten- 
dencies in some of the revolutionary schools of Russia. 

Disruptive (disnrptiv), a. [f. L. disrupt - ppl. 
stem : see Disrupt v. and -ive.] 

1 . Causing or tending to disruption ; bursting or 
breaking asunder. 

*862 J. Spence Amer. Union 92 None anticipated the 
great disruptive force that now convulses the country. 1874 
Stubbs Const. Hist, {x 875) I. ix. 255 The speedy develop- 
ment of disruptive tendencies. 

1 b. Electr. (See quots.) 

1842-3 Grove Corn Pkys. Forces (1874) 80 The electrical 
disruptive discharge. 1870 R. M. Ferguson Electr. 79 The 
term disruptive discharge is applied to all cases where dis- 
charge is accompanied with a disruption of the particles of 
the dielectric. 1880 J. E. H. Gordon Electr. 4- Magn. (1883) 

II. 187 It follows almost as a matter of course that all dis- 
charges in rarefied air are equally disruptive and discon- 
tinuous. 1892 Pall Mall G. 4 Feb. 6/3 Currents of still 
higher frequency and potential are obtained by passing the 
spark or disruptive discharge from a battery of Leyden jars 
through the primary circuit of an induction coil. 

2 . Produced by disruption ; eruptive. 

1876 Page Adv. Text-Bk. Geol. vii. 128 The disruptive 
character of these rocks. 

Hence Bisrirptively adv . ; Bisnrptiveness. 
3870 R. M. Ferguson Electr. 87 They discharge into each 
other disruptively. 1880 J. E. H. Gordon Electr. 4- Magn. 
(1883) II. 186 The character which was found to be funda- 
mental in sensitive discharges, viz., disruptiveness, is com- 
mon to both kinds of discharge. 

Bisruptment. rare- 1 , [f. Disrupt v. + 
-MENT.] Breaking off, disruption, 

3834 Fraser's Mag. IX. 290 The disruptment of granite 
blocks from the summit of Mont Blanc. 

Disrupture (disnrptiui), sb. [f. Disrupt v., 
after Rupture.] The action of disrupting or burst- 
ing asunder ; disruption. 

3796 Morse Amer. Geog. 1. 660 This disrupture discovered 
the vein of yellow metal at a great depth. 1804 Watt in 
Phil. Trans. XCIV. 308 Effected . . by the apparent dis- 
rupture of rocks. 1828 Hist. Europe in Ann. Reg. 122/2 
This disrupture of ordinary ties. 1884 Bower & Scott De 
Barfs Phaner. 603 The consequent splitting and disrupture 
of the medullary sheath. 

Disra*ptnre, v. [f. the sb. : cf. rupture vb.] 
trans. To break off or asunder ; to divide by a 
rupture. Hence Disrirptured ppl. a. 

3828 Webster cites Med. Repos, for Disrvptured. 1834 
M. Scott Cruise Midge (1859) 299 A huge mass of the 
grey cliff above was disruptured. 1838 Poe A. G. Pym 
Wks. 1864 IV. 177 The ruins of the disruptured cliff. 1869 
Contemp. Rev. XII. 184 These virtues exercise their bene- 
ficent influence in each portion of the disruptured church. 

Biss (dis). [a. Arab. dis, the native 

name.] The Algerian name for a Mediterranean 
grass, Ampelodesma (Arundo) tenax, the fibrous 
stems of which are used for making cordage, etc. 

1855 Sir W. Hooker Kept, on Veg. Prod, at Paris Exhib. 

III. Algeria 35-7 Dis. 1871 Policy of Alliance A ssur. Co., 
On Merchandise (excluding Esparto, Alpha or Alfa, Diss .. 
Petroleum, and all Mineral and Rock Oils and their liquid 
products). 3895 Guide to Museum of Econ. Bot., Kew No. 2. 
73Diss. . . 

Bissaf, -aiue, dissait(e, -at(e, obs. ff. De- 
ceive, Deceit. 

f DissaifF. Sc. Obs. [Sc. form of Deceive.] 
Deception, deceiving. 

C1470 Henry Wallace v. 612 And othir quhill he thocht 
on his dissaiff. • • 

t Bissarut, v. Obs. [f. Dis- 6 or 7 b +■ Saint.] 
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trans. To make no longer a saint ; to remove from 
the calendar of saints ; to unsaint. 

1612 T. James Corrupt. Script.^ iv. 39 They may as well 
dissaint him hereafter (as saint him now). 

Dissaisin, obs. Sc. form of Disseisin. 
t BissaTt, v. Obs. [Dis- 7 a.] trans . To free 
from salt. 

1706 Phillips (ed. Kersey), Dissalted, cleared from Salt, 
made fresh. 1721 in Bailey. 

Dissar, Bissard^e, var. Disour, Dizzard. 
Dissatisfaction (disssetisfse-kjan). [f. DlS- 
9 4- Satisfaction.] The fact or condition of 
being dissatisfied ; discontent ; ‘ want of something 
to complete the wish ’ (J.). 

1640 in Rushw. Hist. Coll. m. (1692) I. 52 When .. the 
Spanish Armada appeared in the Downs, to the great fear 
and dissatisfaction of the City. 1648 Cromwell Let . 25 Nov., 
The dissatisfaction you take at the ways of some good men. 
3791 Mrs. Radcliffe Rom. Forest i, The chance of future 
trouble ,. occasioned some dissatisfaction. 3868 Dickens 
Lett. (t88o) II. 335 He .. concluded (as usual) by giving 
universal dissatisfaction. 

b. (with//.) A feeling or expression of dissatis- 
faction or discontent. 

C1640 Sanderson in Walton Life App. i, From the reading 
of it I went away with many and great dissatisfactions. 
3662 H. More Philos . Writ. Pref. Gen. 12 Concerning 
my Immortality of the Soul \ I shall take notice only of 
these two Dissatisfactions. 1723 Blackmore True Hist. 
Conspir. Pref. A viij a, The Conspirators . . ingrafted their 
Treason on Public Dissatisfactions. 

c. A cause or occasion of dissatisfaction or dis- 
content ; a dissatisfactory circumstance. 

1702 W. J. Bruyn' s Voy. Levant lxvii. 242 They had. .the 
dissatisfaction of being obliged to return home, without 
having seen the Antiquities of Tadmor. 

Dissatisfactory (dissoetisfarktori), a. [f. 
Dis- 10 + Satisfactory.] Not satisfactory ; 
causing dissatisfaction or discontent; unsatisfac- 
tory ; * unable to give content * (J.). 

c 1610 Sir J. Melvil Mem. (1735)109 Things which., were 
dissatisfactory to her Subjects. 1779 T. Jefferson Let. 
Writ. (1893) II.189 Their conduct, .has been so dissatisfac- 
tory to the French minister that [etc,]. 1846 Thackeray 

Crit. Rev. \V ks, 1886 XXIII. 96, I don’t know anything 
more dissatisfactory and absurd. 

Hence Bissatisfa’ctoriness, the quality or con- 
dition of being dissatisfactory. 

1677 Hale Contempt. 11. 5 The shortness and uncertainty 
of sensible Enjoyments^ . . their Poorness, Emptiness, Insuf- 
ficiency, Dissatisfactoriness. 

Dissatisfied (dissse-tisfeid), ppl. a. [f. Dis- 
satisfy + -ed 1 .] Deprived of satisfaction; dis- 
pleased; disquieted by the feeling of the insuffi- 
ciency or inadequacy of something. 

1675 tr. Camden's Hist. Eliz. an. 1599 [Essex] him- 
self also was very much dissatisfied and displeased that 
the queen had. .conferred on Sir Robert Cecyi the gainfull 
office of master of the wards. 1680 In Hacke Collect. Foy. 
n. (1699) 15 Very grateful to our dissatisfied Minds, a 3704 
T. Brown Two Oxf. Scholars Wks. (1730) I. 2 Infinitely 
dissatisfy’d with several things in the Church of England. 
1827 Lytton Pelham v, I had no reason to be dissatisfied 
with my success. 1875 J owett Plato (ed. 2) III. 227 Glaucon 
.. was dissatisfied at Thrasymachus’ retirement, 
b. Exhibiting or expressing dissatisiaction. 

1800 Mrs. Hervey Mouriray Pam. IV. 192 Lord Mira- 
mont’s dissatisfied looks, and sullen silence. 1842 Barham 
Ingot.. Leg., Row in Omnibus, With a gloomy brow and 
dissatisfied air. 3883 O’Donovan Merv xxiv. 298 The 
horses were standing around in dissatisfied silence. 

Hence Dissa’tisfiedly adv., in a dissatisfied 
manner, with dissatisfaction ; Bissa'tisfiedness, 
the condition of being dissatisfied, dissatisfaction. 

3710 R. Ward Life of H. Mcrre 147 Seasons of Perplexity 
and Dissatisfiedness. 3805 Mrs. Inch bald To Many , or 
not in Br. Theatre 3, Hester. Oh Madam . . forgive this 
intrusion ..Mrs. M. My dear, I must forgive all you do. 

( Dissat isfedty.) 2880 Rhoda Broughton Sec. Th. I . viii, 
She remains dissatisfiedly mute. 

Dissatisfy (dissartisfei), v. [f. Dis- 6 + Sa- 
tisfy vi] trans. To deprive of satisfaction, to 
render unsatisfied ; to fail to satisfy or fulfil the 
desires or wishes of ; to displease, discontent, make 
unquiet in mind. Also absol. 

t666 Pepys Diary 23 July, The French are not yet joined 
with the Dutch, which do dissatisfy the Hollanders. 1673 
Lady's Call. n. § 2 p 9. 68 Denying her self even the most 
innocent liberties, if she see they dissatisfy him. a 1726 
Collier (J.), The advantages of life will not hold out to 
the length of desire, and, since they are not big enough to 
satisfy, they should not be big enough to dissatisfy. 2806 
Ld. Grenville in Dk. Buckhm. Crt. 4- Cab. Geo. Ill, (1855) 

IV. 9 Doing enough to dissatisfy my own mind, and always 
too little to satisfy theirs. 2865 M. Arnold Ess. Crit. viii. 
(1875) 319 In all his production how much there is to dis- 
satisfy us. 

Hence Dissatisfying ppl. a., that fails to satisfy, 
or renders unsatisfied. 

2709 Steele Taller No. 180 ? 6 To follow such dissatis- 
fying Pursuits. 2809 Coleridge Friend (18 66) 338 After 
long and dissatisfying toils. 

Dissa*turate, v. [Dis- 6.] trans. To free 
(anything) ^ that with which it is saturated. 

1866 Lowell Swinburne's Trag ., Pr, Wks. (1890) II. 137 
We cannot so dissaturate our minds of it. 

t Diss&'vage, v* Obs, . [Dis- 8.] trans. To 
bring out of a savage condition; to tame, to 
civilize. 


• ■ DISSECT. 

2633 Chapman C&sar 4* Pompey 1. (D.), Those ^ wilde 
kingdomes. .Which I dissavag’d and made nobly ciuilL 
Dissave, -awe, -ayf, -ayte, etc., obs. ff. De- 
ceive, Deceit, etc. 

Bissaventxxre, var. of Disadventure, Obs. 
Disscatter, var. of Di scatter v. Obs. 
Bissceptre (disse-ptai), V. Also 7 disceptre, 
6-7 -er. [f. Dis- 7 a + Sceptre sbf\ trans . To 
deprive of the sceptre, or of kingly authority. 

1591 Sylvester Du Bart as 1. vi. 61$ Rebellious Flesh, 
whose rest-less Treason Strives to dis-throne and to dis- 
scepter Reason. 16x0 T; Godwin Moses f Aaron 1. xiii. 
61 Prevent a possible deposing or disceptring. 1656 S. H. 
Gold. Law 55 This . . people have de-thron’d, uncrown'd, 
and dis-cepterd me. 1886 W. Alexander St. Augustus's 
Holiday 216 Disrobed , dissceptred . . discrown’d. 

Bisscb, obs. form of Dish. 

Bissease, obs. form of Decease, Disease. 
t Bissea’sou, v. Obs. Also 7 diseason. 

I. [f. Dis- 6 + Season vi] 

1. trans . To take away or change the flavour of. 
2583 Stanyhurst A ends 1. (Arb.) 23 Foorth do they lay 

vittayls, with storme disseasoned heauy [ Cererem corrupt 
tarn undis\. 2623 Jackson Creed 1. xxix. § 15 Seeing 
no hope of diseasomng the old and withered stockes, fit 
fewell for euerlasting flames. 2615 G. Sandys Trav. 206 
[The Red Sea], .would either drowne the countrey, or else 
by mixing with the Nilus, disseason his waters. 2621 — 
Ovids Met. xiv. (16261 295 An oHue vvild, which bitter fruit 
affords, Becomes dis-seasned with his bitter words. 

2 . To deprave the sense of taste of. rare. 

2625 W. B. True School War To Rdr. 4 Like some 
Disseasoned Palats, thou doost nauseate at Plentie. 

II. [f. Dis- 7 + Season j^.] 

S. To render out of season, make unseasonable. 
<12628 F. Grevhlle Poems Monarchy D^Wks. Grosart I. 
197 The second light of government, Which stories yield, 
and no time can disseason. 

Disseat (dissrt), v. [f. Dis- 6 or 7 c + Seat 
v. or sb.~\ trans . To lemove or eject from or as 
from a seat ; to unseat ; to remove from where it 
is seated or situated. Hence Bissea - ted///, a. 
[That quot. 1605 belongs. to this word is doubtful.] 

[1605 Shaks. Mach. v. iii. 21 This push Will cheere me 
euer, or dis-eate [Fo. 2, 3, 4 disease] me now.] 1612 Two 
Noble 1C. v. iv, The hot horse . . seek es all foule meanes . . to 
dis-seate His lord, that kept it bravely. 1648 J. Good- 
win Right 4- Might 21 The disseated Parliament-men. 
1684 tr. Bonet’s Merc. Compit. xvi, 548 The Morbifick 
matter being disseated. 1822 C. O’Conor Chron. Eri I. 

. xxxi, This mighty conqueror who had dis-seated so many 
ings. 1833 Lamb Elia Ser. n. Barrenness Mod. A rt, 
Disseat those woods and place the same figure among foun- 
tains., and you have a — Naiad 1 1866 Daily Tel. 22 Feb. 
4/5 Application . . made . . to disseat the member returned. 

t Bl*ssecate 9 Obs . rare. [f. L. disseca-re 

to cut in pieces, as if from a ppl. stem dissecat- (cf. 
fut. pple. sec at ur us) instead of the actual form 
dissect-.] -= Dissect v. So f BissecaTdom «■ Dis- 
section. 

2615 Jackson Creed iv. § 1. vii. § 11 The anatomist’s knife 
did lance and dissecate her living members. 1632 T» Nash 
Quaternio Ep. Ded_, The Apothecary in his drugges, the 
anatomist in his dissecations. 

t Bissexret, V- Ohs . rare. [f. Dis- 8 + Secret 
a.] trans. To deprive of secrecy, bring to light 
1640 G. Watts tr. Bacon's Adv. Learn. 11. xiii. § 5 We must 
not put too much confidence, either in the concealeing our 
own designes, or the dissecreting the designes of the enimy. 

Dissect (clise-kt), v. [f. L. dissect- ppl. stem 
of disseedre , f. Dis- 1 + secure to cut.] 

1 . trans. To cut asunder, cut in pieces, divide by 
cutting, lit. and fig. {Now more or less associated 
with 2 and 3.) 

1607 Topsell Serpents (1653) 621 Young Chickens being 
dissected or cut in pieces when they are warm, ought to be 
laid to the stinged part 2624 Massinger Pari. Love iv. v, 
To dissect thee, Eat thy flesh off with burning corrosives . . 
were justice. 1638 Sir T. Herbert Trav. (ed. 2) 278 Hee 
that dissected Gordions knot. 1783 W. F. Mart\’N Geog. 
Mag. II, 131 This eminence is dissected into six terraces. 
2805-17 R. Jameson Char. Min. 166 The manner of dis- 
secting this prism. 1886 F, B. Jevons in JruL Hellenic 
Slud.v II. 292 The aggregationists before them undertook 
to dissect the Iliad into its constituent lays. 

2 . spec. To cut up (an animal body, a plant, etc.) 
for the purpose of displaying the position, struc- 
ture, and relations of the various internal parts ; to 
anatomize. • 

1612 Florio, Dissettare, to desect or cut as ah Anatomic. 
1615 Crooke Body of Man 1. ix. (1631V They say, he 
[Galen] hath giuen vs onely the Anatomy of bruit 'Beasts, 
and not of Man, bauing neuer dissected a Mans body. 
2671 Grew A not. Plants 1. i. § 3 (1682) 2 If we take a Bean 
and' dissect it. 3724 Swift Reasons agst. Exam. Drugs 
Wks. 1755 III. l 127 The power given to physicians to 
dissect the bodies of malefactors. 1867 Emerson May-day , 
etc, Wks. (Bohn) III. 422' Two doctors in the camp Dis- 
sected the slain deer. 

absol. 1678 Butler Hud. in. lit. 477 Anatomists dissect 
and' mangle. To cut themselves out work to wrangle. 1 3879 
E. A. Davidson in Cassell’s Techn . Educ. u. 70 The teacher 
should obtain headSj hearts, &c. of sheep, oxen and other 
animals, and dissect in the presence of the boys. 

b. To dissect out : to excise (an organ or a dis- 
eased part) so as not to remove any adjoining part 
with it. 

1864-70 T. Holmes Syst. Surg. II. 119 In dissecting out 
the cyst., 3894 Lancet 3 Nov. 1030 , 1 made an incision.. from 
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the mouth over the prominent cyst wall and dissected the 
tumour out .. The wall of the cyst was so thin that when 
nearly dissected out it ruptured. 

3. Jig. and transf To take to pieces, so as to lay 
bare every part ; to examine minutely part by part, 
to analyze ; to criticize in detail. 

a 1633 Donne in Select. (1840) 114 That soul that is dis- 
sected and anatomized to God. 1647 Clarendon Hist. Reb. 
1. § 64 Persons of all conditions took great license in . , dis- 
secting all his infirmities. 1693 Dryden Persius Sat. 1, 
Yet old Lucilius never fear'd the times; But lash’d the 
city, and dissected crimes. 1850 Kingsley Alt. Locke i, 
I never could dissect and map out my own being or my 
neighbour’s as you analysts do. 1869 Rogers Pref to 
Adam Smith's W.N. I . 43 He dissected the pretensions of 
the great East India Company. 1875 Jowett Plate (ed. 2) 
IV. 41,3 No other thinker has ever dissected the human 
mind with equal patience and minuteness. 

1 4. To analyze (chemically). Obs. 

1808 J. Barlow Colnmh. iv. 456 O'er great, o'er small 
extends his physic laws, Empalms the empyrean or dissects 
a gaz. 

5. Business , To analyze an invoice or account 
of goods bought or sold, picking out the various 
items, and allotting them to the special depart- 
ments to which they severally belong. 

See Dissecting vbl. sb. 

Dissexted, ppl a. [f. prec. + -ed i.] 

1. That has been cut up, divided into pieces, or 
anatomized. 

Dissected map or picture, a map or picture mounted 
on a thin board and divided into variously shaped parts, to 
be put together as an exercise or puzzle. 

1634 Sir T. Herbert Trav. 184 Laying upon each piece 
of the dissected Betele, a little Arecca. 1638 Ibid. (ed. 2) 31 
Not to be entred but by a long narrow dissected path or 
trench. 1667 Phil. Trcms. II. 628 A dissected Head of 
a Sharke. 1824 Col. L. Stanhope Greece 10 She [Greece] 
is like a dissected map in the hands of children, all the 
pieces are there, but the children cannot make them fit. 
18, . Ruskin ( 0 .), Or must every architect invent a little 
piece of the new style, and all put it together at last like 
a dissected map ? 

2. Of a divided form or structure ; spec, in Bet. 
(of leaves): Cut into many deep lobes; much 
divided. 

2652 Gaule Magas from. 185 A little chin_ signes one 
envious .. a dissected and retorted chin, libidinous. 1872 
Oliver Elem . Bat. it. 182 The finely-dissected leaves of 
Fennel, 1884 Henfrey Elem. Hot. (ed. 4) 62 When the 
leaves are subdivided a fourth time, or even where tripin- 
natisect leaves have filiform segments, the term dissected is 
usually employed. 

Dissectible (dise*ktM), a. rare. [f. L. dis- 
sect- ppl. stem (see the vb.) + -BLE.] Capable of 
being dissected. 

3802 Paley Nat. Theol. ix. Whs. 1830 IV. tor Keill has 
reckoned up, in the human body, four hundred and forty- 
six muscles dissectible and deseribable. 

Dissecting (dise*ktirj), vbl. sb. [f. Dissect 
+ -ING h] T'he action of the verb Dissect, a. 
gen. and Anat . : see Dissect 1 - 3 . b. Business'. 
see Dissect 5 . 

1888 Daily Tel. 24 Aug. 7/8 Junior clerk wanted. Must 
be used to draper’s counting house, and understand dissect- 
ing. 1893 Daily News 16 May 8/7 To Drapers. — Young 
lady wants re-engagement as Cashier and Bookkeeper. 
Used to dissecting. 

e. attrib. and Comb., as in dissecting forceps, 
-knife, - microscope , - room (i.e. used in anatomical 
dissection) ; dissecting- clerk, one employed in 
analyzing invoices and accounts of goods sold. 

1767 Gooch Treat Wounds I. 176 Raising the vessel 
a little . . with the point of the knife and dissecting forceps. 
1854 R. Willis Retort in Willis & Clark Cambridge (18 86) 
III. 168 The present Dissecting-room of the Professor is 
removed altogether. 1882 Ser/t. Ballantine Exper. ii. 15 
Gaining a living by supplying the dissecting-table with its 
ghastly subjects. 1884 Encycl. Diet (Cassell), Dissecting- 
clerk. 

Bissexting, ppl. a. [f. as prec. + -ing 2 .] 
That dissects. 

1854-67 C. A, Harris Diet Med . Terminal., Dissecting 
abcess, an abcess which insinuates itself between muscles, 
separating them from each other. Ibid., Dissecting A neur- 
ism, an aneurism in which the inner and middle coats of 
the artery are ruptured, and the blood passes between them 
and the outer coat. 1891 Anthony's Photogr. Bull. IV. 61 
Brought to the dissecting eye of the prying student. 

Dissection (dise*kjbn). [ad. L. disscctidn-em , 
n. of action from disseedre ; used in med. or mod.L. 
Perhaps immed. a. F. dissection (Pare, 16 th c.).] 
f 1. The action or process of cutting asunder or 
in pieces ; division by cutting. Obs. 

1611 Cotgr, Dissection , a dissection; a cleauing in 
peeces. 1644 Milton A reop. (Arb.) 70 There must be many 
schisms and many dissections made in the quarry and in 
the timber, ere the^ house of God can be built. 1669 Gale 
Crt. Gentiles 1. 11. ix. 141 As to the Dissection [after sacri- 
fice], it was not made rashly, but with great Art. 1784 
Cowper Task vt. 420 The spaniel dying for some venial 
fault, Under dissection of the knotted scourge. 

2. spec. The methodical cutting up of an animal 
or a plant, for the purpose of displaying its internal 
structure. 

*605 Bacon Adv. Learn. 1. v. § 12 (1873] 43 Thus have 
I described and opened, as by a kind of dissection, those 
peccant humours. 16x5 Crooke Body of Man x. ix, Living 
dissections (as we call them) are then put in vse when we 
would find out some action or vse of a part which by the dead 
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carkasse cannot be discerned. 1671 Grew Anat Plants r. i. 
§ 28 (1082) 6 What Dissection cannot attain, yet an ocular 
inspection in hundreds of other seeds . . will demonstrate. 
1758 Johnson Idler No. 17 I* 8, I know not that by living 
dissections, any discovery has been made by which a single 
malady is more easily cured. 1850 Hr. Martineau Hist. 
Peace iv. xiv. (1877) ill. 134 Murders for the sake of selling 
bodies for dissection. 1881 Huxley in Nature No. 615. 347 
For hundreds of years, .the dissection of human bodies was 
impeded, and anatomists were confined to the dissection of 
dead animals. 

3. The action of separating anything into elemen- 
tary or minute parts for the purpose of critical 
examination ; a ‘ taking to pieces *, a minute ex- 
amination ; detailed analysis or criticism. 

1642 Milton Apol. Smect. § 4 Thus ends this Section, or 
rather dissection of himself, short ye will say both in breath 
and extent. 1654 Whitlock Zoo ton da 405 In the particular 
Dissection of mens Actions. 1796 Morse A mer. Geog , II. 
158 It is perhaps the best dissection of the human mind, that 
hath appeared in modern times. 1867 Deutsch in Rent. 
(3874) 1 Dissections of dogma and legend and ceremony. 

f4. Chemical analysis. Obs. 

1605 Timme Qnersit, 1. xiii. 63 Mercury is extracted out 
of euery thing, first of all in his dissection or seperation into 
a watery vapour. 1794 S. Williams Ferment 90 By accu- 
rate dissection . . it has been found that this ill scented fluid 
is entirely distinct from the urine. 

5. Business , The analysis of invoices and ac- 
counts, in order that the various items may be 
entered to the account of the special departments 
to which they belong : see Dissect v. 5 . 

6 . concr. That which has been cut asunder or 
dissected, or is in a dissected condition ; anything 
which is the result or produce of dissecting. 

3581 Sidney A pol. Poe trie _ (Arb .) 48 All his [the Poet's] 
kindes are not onlie in their vnited formes, but in their 
seuered dissections fully commendable. 

7. attrib. and Comb. 

1847 W. Reeves Eccl. Antiq. 66 note, The Dissection- 
room panic caused many to resort to this place. 1889 
Huxley in Pall Mall G. 2 May, None of the ordinary 
symptoms of dissection poison supervened. 

Dissective (disektiv), a. [f. L. type *dissec- 
tivus (cf. sect was), f. dissect - ppl. stem : see -ive.] 
Characterized by or having the quality of dissect- 
ing; serving to dissect. 

i860 Dickens Lett. fp, d. 2) II. no The three people who 
write the narratives in these proofs have a dissective pro- 
perty in common. 1861 Wilson Sc Geikie Mem. E. Forbes 
v. 142 They were plainly anatomical dissective knives. 

Dissector vdise*ktoi). Also-er. [agent-n. in 
L. form, from L. disseedre to Dissect. Cf. F. dis- 
sect euri\ One who dissects, esp. anatomically. 

1578 Banister Hist Man 1. 22 b The most famous dis- 
sectors, and princes of Anathomy. 1615 Crooke Body of 
Man 306 A most expert Chyrurgion, and the_ ordinary 
dissecter to the Colledge of Physitians at Monpelier. 1645 
Evelyn Diary , The theatre [at Padua] for anatomie . . is 
excellently contriv'd both for the dissector and spectators, 
1794 European Mag. XXV. 454 Mr. Jones, dissector to St. 
Bartholomews Hospital. 1819 P. 0 . Lond. Direct. 305 Map- 
mounter and Dissecter. 1839 Carlyle Chartism vii. in 
Misc . (1872) VI, 153 A determined despiser and dissector of 
cant. 1847 ^ Emerson Repr. Men, Swedenborg Wks (Bohn) 
I. 316 Unrivalled dissectors. .had left nothing for scalpel 
or microscope to reveal in human or comparative anatomy. 

Dissees(e, obs. form of Decease, Disease. 
Disseise, disseize (dissrz), v. Forms: 4 
disseyse(-eeyse,4-5 desese), 5-6dis-,dyssease, 
(5 dysease, 6 decess, disseaze, -eize), 6-7 dis- 
seyze, 6- disseise, disseize. [ME. a. AF. dis- 
seisin, = OF. dessaisir to dispossess, f. des-, Dis 4 + 
saisir to put (one) in possession, to take possession 
of, to Seize. In Pr. dessazir ; med.L. dissazire , 
- sasire , -sasiare, also dissaisire, -seisire, -seisiare 
from OF. : see Seize.] 

1. trans. Law. To put out of actual seisin or 
possession ; to dispossess (a person) of his estates, 
etc., usually wrongfully or by force; to oust. 
Const, of (\ front). Also reft. 

[1215 Magna Carta xxxix, Nullus liber homo capiatur 
vel imprisonetur aut disseisiatur [1217 inserts (c. xxxv) de 
libero tenemento suo vel libertatibus]. .nisi per legale judi- 
cium parium suorum. 1292 Britton ii. xi. § 2 Cestui est 
proprement disseisi qi a tort est engette de acun tenement.] 
c 3:330 R. Brunne Chron. (1810)250 Our kyng Sir Edward 
. . Disseised him self of alle, }ald it to Sir Jon. Bot Jon his 
homage salle mak or he be gon. 1357 Lay B'olks Catech. 252 
In case that we have. . wittandly and willfalli gert our euen 
cristen. .falsly be desesed of land or of lithe, c 1450 St. Cuth- 
bert (Surtees) 7518 Of hair gudes falsly dissesid. 1494 Fabyan 
Chron. vi. cxlix. 136 He , . vexyd and dystourbed Ivore the 
duke and lorde of that countrey .. lastly disceasyd hym of 
that lordeshyp. 1540 Act 32 Hen. Fill, c. 7. § 7 Where . . 
personnes . . be dysseased, deforced, wronged, or otherwyse 
put from their lawfuli inheritance. 1628 Petit, to King in 
Kushw. Hist. Coll. (1659) I. 589 By the Statute called, The 
great Charter of the Liberties of England, It is declared 
and enacted; That no Freeman maybe taken or imprisoned 
or be disseised of his Freeholds or Liberties, or his free 
Customs. 1641 [see Disseisin i], 1818 Cruise Digest 
(ed. 2)1.-190 If a tenant in tail discontinues in fee, after- 
wards marries, disseises the discon tinuee, and dies seised; 
his wife shall not have dower. 1819 I. Milner Milner's 
Hist. Ch. Christ (1824) IV. 115 Wicliff asserted that tem- 
poral lords and patrons had a right to disseize the church 
of her emoluments in case of misbehaviour. 

2. transf. and Jig. a. To dispossess, deprive, rob; 
to deliver, rid (of anything). 
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c 1320 Cast. Loz»e 1088 He ne ou^te from wo disseysed be. 
c 1450 Merlin 229 It shall here-after be declared how that 
she was diseased of the seinqGraal. 1590 Spenser F. Q. i. 
xi. 20 He [the Dragon] so disseized of his gryping grosse. 
3602 Carew Cornwall 22 a, The Foxe planteth his dwelling 
in the steep cliffe .. as in a mailer it falleth Out a matter 
impossible to disseyze him of this his ancient inheritance. 
1700 Blackmore Job xxix. 17 My. righteous hand broke 
fierce oppressors’ jaws, And of their spoil disseiz’d their 
bloody paws, 1845 R. W. Hamilton Pop. Educ. x. (ed. 2) 
266 We repeat our protest against all attempts to disseize 
parents of their rights in their children, 
fb. To oust, expel. Obs. 

1627 May Lucan vit. 655 Through many wounds his life 
disseized, fled. 1675 Hobbes Odyssey xvx, 444 They . . With 
gentle sleep their fear and care disseised. 

Hence Disseised ppl. a., Disseising vbl. sb. 

1475 Bk. Noblesse 48 The unmanly disseising and putting 
oute of Frau nee, Normandie, Angew, and Mayne. x6n 
Cotgr., Desemparement , a disseising. 1675 tr. Machiavelli's 
Prince vii. (Rtldg. X883) 50 All the disseized lords . . he put 
to death. 168a Enq. Elect . Sheriffs 18 If there be but the 
least flaw against them to countenance the dis-seizing them 
of their Rights. 

Disseise, obs. form of Decease, Disease. 

1648 Symmons Find. Ckas. /, 98 The Honour of .. our 
disseised Queen. 

Disseisee, -zee (dissf-zr). Law. Also 6 -i, 
-ie, -ye. [f. Disseise v. + -ee ; but the earlier 
form in - ie represented OF. dessaisi pa. pple. ‘dis- 
seised ’.] One who is disseised of his estate : cor- 
relative to Disseisor, 

[1377 Act r Rich. II, c. 9 Et eient desore les disseisiz lour 
recoverer vers les primers disseisours.] 3540 Act 32 Hen. 
Fill, c. 33 The disseisye or suche other personnes as., 
be thereby clerely excluded of their entre. 1574 tr, Little- 
ton's Te?iures 63 a, If the disseysi by his deede release al 
his righte .. to one of the disseisoures. 3594 West 2 nd 
Pt. Symbol ., Chancerie § 37 This release doth confirme his 
estate which the disseisee might else have defeated. s6oz 
Fulbecke 1st Pt. Parall. 67 if the disseisie oute the dissei- 
sor with force. 1721 St German's Doctor 4 Stud. 98 It is 
devised that the Disseissee shall release his right in the 
land. 1875 Poste Gains iv. § 162 Restitution of seisin to 
a disseisee. 

Disseisin, disseizin (dissrzin), sb. Forms : 
4 dysseysyne, 0 disseysin(e, -sceysen, -seissen, 
-sesin, -seison, -seizon, -season, dys-, 6-7 dis- 
seizen, 7 Sc. dissaisin), 6 - disseisin, 8 - dis- 
seizin. [a. AF. disseisine — OF. dessaisine (nth 
c. ), f. des-, Dis- 4 + saisine, seisine, Seisin, Sasine, 
formal possession, deriv. of saisir to Seize. (In 
med.L. dissaisina, disseisina.)] 

1. Law. The act or fact of disseising ; privation 
of seisin ; usually, the wrongful dispossession (by 
forcible entry or otherwise) of the lands, etc. of 
another : since 1 5 th c. not used of movable goods, 
nor in cases in which the dispossessed person was 
tenant at will or tenant for years. 

[1167 Pipe Roll 12 Hen. II, 65 Dissaisina super assisam 
regis. 3292 Britton ii. i. § r Homme a tort engitte ou 
desturbe de la peysible possessioun de soen fraunc tenement. 
Et cele violence est apele disseisine et fresche force.] 3511- 
12 Act 3 Hen. VIII, c. 18 Preamb., Wi-ytte of entre uppon 
disseysen in the post before the Justices ..of his Comen 
Benche. 1574 tr. Littleton's Tenures 57 b, Disseisin is 
properly where a man entreth into anye landes or tene- 
mentes where his entre is not leful, and putteth him out y c 
hath the franke tenement. 3641 Termes de la Ley 
Disseissin upon Disseisin is when the Disseisour is disseised 
by another. *670 Blount Law Diet., Disseisin is of two 
sorts, either Simple Disseisin, committed by day without 
force and arms, Or Disseisin by Force, for which see De- 
forceor and Fresh Disseisin.^ 1767 Bi.ackstone Comm. II. 
195 A disseisin being a deprivation of that actual seisin, or 
corporal freehold of the lands, which the tenant before 
enjoyed. 1861 F. Hall in Jml. Asiat Soc. Bengal 10 
The disseizor, and .. the abettor of disseizin. 1875 Poste 
Gains iv. Comm. (ed. 2) 631 It is certain that this inter- 
dict is not available for disseisin of movables. 18 86 F. W. 
Maitland in Law Q. Rev. Oct. 485 The rightful tenant can 
be disseised, though, the lord be not privy to the disseisin. 
3889 J. B. Ames in Harvard Law Rev. III. 23 The word 
‘disseisin'. . was rarely used with reference to personalty. 

b. Novel, new, fresh disseisin : disseisin of fresh 
or recent date. Assise of Novel Disseisin : an 
ordinance of Henry II, establishing an action at 
law for the recovery of the seisin of land by one 
who had himself been recently dispossessed ; also 
the action thus established. 

[e 1250 Bracton 164 b, De beneficio principls succurritur ei 
per recognitionem assisae novae disseisinae multis vigiliis 
excogitatam et inventam.] c 1350 Usages of Winchester in 
Eng. Gilds 361 pe wryt pat me pledeth in pe Citee, by-fore 
Justyces, oper by- fore baylyues of J>e towne, bej> empne 
wrytes of newe dysseysyne. [1383 Act 7 Rich. II, c. 10 
Item est ordeignez & assentuz qassise de Novele Dissei- 
sine soit desore grante & faite de rent aderiere.] 3523 Fitz- 
herb. Surv. xi. (.1539I 17 I’he kynges wrytte of assise of 
nouell disseison. < 1609 Skene Reg. Maj Stat. Robert I, 
22 He sail not tine nor amit his action or recoverance be 
the briefe of Novell dissaisin : sa lang as he may find the 
possessour leueand : or anie man committer of the dissav- 
ing, or was present at the committing thereof. 3670 Blount 
Law Diet., Fresh disseisin . . signifies that Disseisin, which 
a man may seek to defeat of himself, and by his own power, 
without the help of the King or Judges, and which is not 
above fifteen dayes old. 3700 Tyrrell Hist . Eng. II. 3106 
Disseisors that have redisseis'd those who have recovered 
Seisin . . from them by Assize of Novel Disseisin. 1876 
Digby Real Prop. ii. § 9. 97 The Assize of novel disseisin 
was applicable where the demandant himself had been 
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turned out of possession. 1895 Pollock & Maitland Hist. 
Eng. Law I. 124 Henry . . issued an ordinance and insti- 
tuted a procedure: ordinance and procedure alike were 
known as the assize of novel disseisin. 
j 2 . transfi. andyff. Dispossession. Obs. 

1586 Fernr Bias. Gentrie 214 Ministers of the Gospel! to 
whome the keys of right do apperteine (for the others did 
by dissesin and tort hold possession of them} may execute 
that authoritie of the keys with all feare and diligence. 1606 
Warner Alb. Eng. xiv. lxxxvi. 355 Vntill the Piets .. Dis- 
seizen of the Scottish Raigne within this lie had made. 

t Dissei'sin, v. Obs. [f. prec. sb.] trans. 
s= Disseise v. 

1348 Hall Chron., Hen. V (an. 8) 69 b, We shal not dis- 
troble, disseason or letten our father aforesaid, but that he 
holde and possede as long as he liveth. .the croune and the 
dignitee royall of Fraunce. 1591 Sylvester Du B arias 1. 
ii. 974 Yet some (more crediting their eyes, then reason) 
Froro’s proper place this Essence doe disseysin. 1600 
Holland Livy xxvn.xxxi. 652 He [Philip] went to Dymas 
for to disseizen [ad eiicienduni] the garrison of the ^Etolians. 
2607 Hieron Wks. I. 365 A man past al feare of being dis- 
seisinedof his expected inheritance. 

Disseisor, -zor (dissfzor, -pu). Also 5-6 
-our(e, 5 -er. [a. AF. disseisour , = OF. *dessaiseur, 
1 dessaisir to Disseise. In med.L. dissaisitor, 
seizitor, f. dissaisire , disseisin , to disseise.] One 
who disseises, or dispossesses another of his lands, 
etc. ; a dispossessor. 

[1377 see Disseisee.] 1483 Cat A. A ngl. 101/2 A Disseiser, 
disseisitor. 1540 Act 32 Hen. VIII, c. 33 The diyng sensed 
hereafter of any such disseasour . .shall not be. .demed. .any 
suche discent in the law. 2598 Kitchin Courts Leet (1675) 
265 If the Tenant be disseised and the Disseisor dieth 
seised, the Lord_ there cannot distrain. 1603 Drayton Bar . 
Wars Bk. in. Ivi, Entering now by force, thou hold’st by 
might, And art disseisor of another’s right. x66o Bond 
Sent. Reg. 59 The King can do no wrong ; Therefore can- 
not be a disseisor. 1788 Burke Sp. agst. W. Hastings Wks. 
XV. 430 To call them disseizors, wrong doers, cheats, de- 
frauders of their own son. x86i [see Disseisin sb. 1]. 1880 

F. W. Maitland in Law Q. Rev. Oct. 485 The disseisor will 
be seised whether the lord like it or not. 

Disseisor ess (disfzoresL Also 7-9 disseis- 
eress. [f. prec. + -ess. (The F. type would be 
dissaiseresse .) ] A female disseisor. 

1574 tr. Littleton's Tenures 125 b, Yf the husbande and the 
wife were of covin or consent that the disseisine should bee 
made, than . . shee is a disseisouresse. 1641 Termes de la 
Ley 124 Shee shall bee adiudged in possession against the 
desseisee but as a disseiseresse, in respect of the deceit. 
xfi4a Perkins Prof. Bk. i. § 46 A feme Covert may be a 
disseiseres. 1809 Tomlins Law Did. s.v. Disseisin , If he 
disseises another to her use, she is not a disseisoress, nor if 
the wife agrees to it during the coverture ; yet, if after his 
death she agrees to it, she is a disseisoress. 1883 A. J. 
Horwood Year Bks. 11-12 Edw. Ill, 264 One cannot say 
that Katherine was a disseiseress. 

t Dissei*sure, -znre. Obs. [f. Disseise v. 
+ -ure : cf. seizure .] The act of disseising ; dis- 
possession; = Disseisin. 

1579 Fulke Confnt. Sanders 685 The setting vp and wor- 
shipping of Images . . was . . a Disseisure of the true and 
spirituall worshippe of God. x6xx Speed Hist Gt. Brit. ix. 
ix, 47 To take reuenge for the spoyles and disseisures, which 
his hired enemies had made in his lands. 1718 Hickes & 
Nelson J Kettlewell in. xi. 213 In Case of a Disseizure 
of the Right Owner. 

Disseit, obs. form of Deceit. 

Bissel-boom (drs’l|bwm). S. Africa. [Du. 
(pron. di*sel|b<?m) = 4 the beam or pole of a vehicle’, 
f. dissel shaft + boom beam, boom.] The pole of 
a wagon. 

1858 Simmonds Did . Trade , Disselboom , the pole of a 
wagon in the Cape colony. 1881 Fenn Off to Wilds xxix, 
The oxen were all secured to the dissel-boom and trek- tow. 
1887 Rider Haggard Jess viii, The tented cart, with its . . 
stout stinkwood dissel-boom, 

t Disse'lf, v. Obs . nonce-wd . [f. Dis- 7 + Self 
sb.} trans. To put (one) beside himself; to de- 
prive of self-consciousness. 

x6o6 Sylvester Du Bartas 11. iv. 1. Tropheis 1116 Whence 
comes This shiuering winter that my soule benums, Freezes 
my Senses, and dis-selfs me so With drousie Poppie, not 
my self to knowe? 

Disselie, obs. form of Dizzily. 

+ Disse*mbill, a. Sc. Obs. rare . [? corruption 

of F. deshabille, or of a Sc. spelling of Dishevel 
a.] Undressed, unclothed. 

c 1470 Henry Wallace ix. 19x7 That saw him bath dissem- 
bile and in weid. 

t Disse'mblable, a. Obs. [a. OF. dessem - 
liable (rath e.), in 14th c. dissemblable, f. dessembler 
to be unlike, Dissemble vd, after semblable like.] 
Unlike, dissimilar, various. 

14x3 Pilgr. Sowle (Caxton 1483) 1. iv, 5 Mocbe merueylous 
Jygh 1 1 sawe of dissemblable maner. 1549 Chaloner Erasm. 
on Folly N j b, How amongs theim selves to be dissemblable 
f inter se dissimiles], 1566 Drant Horace Sat. iv. C ij b, 
Dissemblable to Sectans sorte [Sedani dissimiUs]. 1589 
Puttenham Eng. Poesie in. xix. (Arb.) 238 Dissemblable 
and in effect contrary. 1603 Florio Montaigne 1. xxxviii. 
(1632) xi8 A man must imitate the vicious, or hate them . , 
to resemble them is perilous, because they are many, and to 
hate many is hazzardous, because they are dissemblable. 

Dissemblance 1 (dise'mblans). arch . [In 
sense i, ad. OF. dissemblance (12th e.), mod.F. dis- 
semblance unlikeness, f. dessembler, pr. pple. dessem- 
blant unlike ; see prec, and -ance. In sense 2, a 
later modification of Dissimulance, after dissemble .] 
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1 . Want of resemblance ; unlikeness ; difference ; 
dissimilarity. 

1463 Craft Of Lovers xxi, Kepe wel true loue, forge no 
dissemblance [><? i MS. : 2 have resemblance]. 2580 North 
Plutarch (1676) 980 As touching other agreements and dis- 
semblances which may be noted, .in their life and behaviour 
[etc.]. 1658 Osborne Adz/. Son (T.) Nor can there be a 
greater dissemblance between one wise, man and another. 
2883 I. Taylor Alphabet I. 100 The dissemblance of the 
hieroglyphic and Hieratic characters appears greater than 
it really is because in many cases they face in opposite 
directions. 2894 Forum (N.Y.) Nov. 317 To state the 
utter dissemblance between the Japanese and ourselves. 

2 . The action of dissembling, dissimulation. 

2602 Marston A ntonio's Rev. 11. iv. Wks. 1 856 1 . 101 Thou 

that wants power, with dissemblance fight. 1633 P. Fletcher 
Purple 1 st viii. viii, Some touch-stone erring eyes to guide, 
And judge dissemblance. 28x4 Southey Roderick xxiv, No 
time.. is this for bravery As little for dissemblance. 1876 
J, Ellis Caesar in Egypt x8 Pothinus, in dissemblance deft, 
Bent low the knee. 

t Dissemblance 2 . Obs. rare . [a. OF. des- 
semblance, f. dessembler to separate: see Dissem- 
ble Departure, dispersion. 

1556 J. Heywood Spider F. ii. 33 Swifter then the star 
doth seeme to glaunce That assemblaunce turneth to dis- 
semblaunce. 

f Dissembla’tion. Obs. Also 6 -aeion, 5 dis- 
symbelatyon. By-form of Dissimulation, after 
dissemble. 

<72425 Wyntoun Cron. viii. xi. 55 He saw bat he mycht 
noucht The Town of were wyn . . Undyr dissymbelatyoun. 
1588 Hunsdon in Border Papers I. (1894) 305 But it is all 
dissemblacion, and that wee shall find if wee trust to 
them. 

tBisse'mble, sb. Obs. rare. [f. Dissemble 
zrj] The act of dissembling, dissimulation. (In 
quot. personified.) 

<7 1480 Crt. of Love 1191 Dissemble stood not fer from him 
in trouth, With party man till, party hood and hose. 

Dissemble (disemb’l),^.! Also 6 dissimble, 
Sc. -sembill, dyssembul, -symble, 7 desemble. 
[app. a later form of Dissimule v., through the 
intermediate stages dissimill, dissimble, influenced 
perh. by resemble. (There is no corresponding 
form in F. : cf. the next two words.)] 

1 . trans . To alter or disguise the semblance of 
(one’s character, a feeling, design, or action) so as 
to conceal, or deceive as to, its real nature ; to give 
a false or feigned semblance to ; to cloak or dis- 
guise by a feigned appearance. 

2513 More Rich. Ill, Wks. 65 Some., not able to dis- 
semble their sorrow, were fayne at his backe to turne 
their face to the wall. 1553 Bk. Com. Prayer, Morn. Pr., That 
we shoulde not dissemble nor cloke them [our sins] before 
the face of Almighty God. 1665 Manley Grot ins' Lozv 
C. Warres 715 Among the Bodies . . was found a Woman, 
who had dissembled her Sex, both in courage and a 
military Habit 2709 Tatler No. 32 r 4 With an Air of 
great Distance, mixed with a certain Indifference, by which 
he could dissemble Dissimulation. 1782 Gibbon Decl. 4 
F. II. xlvi, 723 He dissembled his perfidious designs. 1850 
Prescott Peru II. 20 He waswell pleased with the em- 
bassy, and dissembled his consciousness of its real purpose. 
2860 Emerson Cond. Life,Behaviour Wks. (Bohn) II. 385 
How many furtive inclinations avowed by the eye, though 
dissembled by the lips ! 

f 2 . To disguise. Obs. 

1508 Dunbar Tua mariit Wemen 254 , 1 wes dissymblit sut- 
telly in a sanctis liknes. 1529 More Dyaloge iv. Wks. 
283/1 Though, he dissembled himselfe to bee a Lutherane 
whyle he was here, yete as sone as he gate him hence, he 

ate him to Luther strayght. x6ox Shaks. Tzvel. N. tv. ii. 4 

le put it on, and I will dissemble mysel.e ink ; and I would 
I were the first that euer dissembled in such a gowne. 1665 
J. Spencer Vulg. Prophecies 21 Their deformity appeared 
through the finest colors he could dissemble it with. 2697 
Dryden AEneid xn. 340 Dissembling her immortal form, 
she [Juturna] took Camertus meen. 

8. To pretend not to see or notice ; to pass over, 
neglect, ignore. 

<7x500 [see Dissembling vbl. sb.^. c 1555 Harpsfield 
Divorce Hen. VIII (1878) 233, I will not urge, .the Pope’s 
. .authority. .1 will dissemble that excellency. 1568 Grafton 
Chron. II. 823 Wherfore he determined to dissemble [Hall 
dissimule] the matter as though he knew nothing. 1579 
Lyly Euphues (Arb.) 150 Some lyght faults lette them dis- 
semble, as though they knew them not, and seeing them let 
them not seeme to see them. 1692 Ray Dissol. World in. 
viii. (1732) 395, I must not dissemble a great Difficulty. 
2702 Wallis 24 Sept, in Pepys Mem., It hath been too late 
to dissemble my being an old man. 1703 Rowe Ulysses 1. 
i. 75 Learn to dissemble Wrongs. 2761 Hume Hist. Eng. 
II. xlii. 4^1 Philip . . seemed to dissemble the daily insults 
and injuries which he received from the English. 

b. with clause : To shut one’s eyes to the fact. 

1554 Ridley Lords Supper Wks. 41 It is neither to be 

denied, nor dissembled that, .there be diuerse points where- 
in men .... canne not agree. 16x2 Bible Transl. Pref. xi It 
cannot be dissembled, that . . it hath pleased God [etc.]. 
1692 Ray Dissol. World 11. ii. (1732) 107, I must not dis- 
semble or deny, that in the Summer-time the Vapours do 
ascend, a 1831 A. Knox Rem. '1844) I. 54 It cannot be dis- 
sembled, that . . the House of Commons seems to feel no 
other principle than that of vulgar policy. 2871 Morley 
Voltaire (1886) 8 No attempt is made in these pages to dis- 
semble in how much he was condemnable. 

c. intr. const, with. 

<22533 Frith Wks. (1573) 51 These holy doctours. .thought 
it not best . . to condemne all thinges indifferently : but to 
suffer and dissemble wyth the lesse. 

4 . absol. or intr. To conceal one’s intentions, 


DISSEMBLING. 

opinions, etc. under a feigned guise ; * to use false 
professions, to play the hypocrite ’ (J.). 

1523 Ld. Berners Froiss. I. clxxx. 216 Therfore the duke 
dissembled for the pleasur of the prouost. 1535 Coverdale 
1 Macc. xi. 53 He dyssembled in all that euer he spake. 
2596 Shaks Tam. Skr. 11. i. 9 Tel Whom thou lou’st best : 
see thou dissemble not. 2672 Milton P. R. i. 467 The 
subtle fiend.. Dissembled, and this answer smooth return'd. 
27x3 Addison Cato 1. ii, I must dissemble, And speak a 
language foreign to my heart. 1852 Longf. Warden Cinque 
Ports % i, He did not pause to parley nor dissemble. 

b. const, with : To use dissimulation with. 

1586 A. Day Eng. Secretary 1, (1625) 142 , 1 dissemble not 
with you .. for you shall finde it and prove it to be true. 
2667 Poole Dial . betzv. Protest. <$* Papist (1735) 83, I will 
not dissemble with you, they do not. 17x8 Freethinker 
No. 75 8* 3 He who dissembles with, or betrays, one Man, 
would betray every Man. 2829 Southey All for Loue vi, 
Dissemble not with me thus. 

f 5. trans. To put on a feigned or false appear- 
ance of ; to feign, pretend, simulate. Obs. 

2538 Starkey England x. iii. 91 Men may dyssembyl and 
fayne grete pouerty, where as non ys. 2582 J. Bell H addon’s 
A US7V. Osor. 467 You were not your selfe ignoraunt, albeit 
you dissembled the contrary. 2660 F. Brooke tr. Le Blanc’s 
Trav. 304 This Creature .. that can dissemble death so 
naturally. 2709 Steele Tatler No. 83 r 2 I’m lost if you 
don’t dissemble a little Love for me. 2791 Boswf.ll Johnson 
an. 1752 To suppose that Johnson's fondness for her was 
dissembled. . 

t b. with inf. or clause. Obs. 

2654 R. Codrington tr. Hist. Ivstine 60 The King dis- 
sembled that his Coat of Mayl was not fit for him. 28x3 
T. Busby tr. Lucretius iv. 913 Fancy .. Lost friends, past 
joys, dissembleth to restore. 

fc. To feign or pretend (some one) to be some- 
thing. Also with ellipsis of the inf., or of both 
object and inf. Obs. 

2634 Ford P. Warbeckx. i, Charles of France. .Dissembled 
him the lawful heir of England. 1655 Fuller Ch. Hist. 
in. vii. § 19 John Scott dissembled himself an English-man, 
1660 F. Brooke tr. Le Blanc’s Trav. 176 Esteemed a Jew 
though he dissembled the Christian. Ibid. 246 Moores who 
dissembled Christians. 

f d. fig. To simulate by imitation. Obs. 

1697 Dryden^ Mneid via 88o, The gold dissembl’d well 
their yellow hair. 

i Dissemble, v. 2 Obs . rare. [a. OF. dessem- 
bler, dissetnbler to be unlike, f. des-, Dis- 4 +• 
sembler to be like, to seem : the opposite of res - 
sembler\o resemble. Cf. Dissemblance! i, -able.] 
trans. To be unlike, to differ from, resemble not. 

2586 T. B. La Primaiid. Fr. Acad. (1589) 183 His end 
dissembled not his life. For, being hated oi all and sought 
for to be slaine, he [Nero] killed himselfe. 

t Bisse’mMe, Obs. rare. [ad. OF. des- 
sembler to separate, f. des-, Dis- 4 + stem of assem- 
bler to Assemble.] intr. To separate, disperse : 
- Disassemble. 

2592 Horsey Trav. (Hakl. Soc.) 177 The chieff bishops., 
assembled and disenabled often tymes together, much per- 
plexed and devided. 

Dissembled (dise-mb’ld ),///.#, [f. Dissem- 

ble Zi.! + -ED L] 

1. Feigned, pretended, counterfeit. 

1539 Tonstall Serm. Pahn Snnd. (1823! 21 Leste he 
fall from his feyned & dissembled height. 2552 Huloet, 
Dissembled orfayned frend, dissimulator . .fetitius ami- 
cus. 2697 Dryden Virg. Eclog. iv. 51 Nor Wool shall in 
dissembled Colours shine. 1805 Southey Madge in Azt. ii, 
He., strove Beneath dissembled anger to conceal Visible 
grief. 

t 2. Disguised. Obs. 

1632 Celestina ii. 130 Melibea is but a dissembled Angell, 
that lives heere amongst us. 2643 Sir T. Browne Relig. 
Med. 1. § 55 Crosses, afflictions . have ever proved, the 
secret and dissembled favours of His affection. 

Dissembler (dise mbloi). [f. as prec. +~ek!.] 
One who dissembles ; one who conceals his real 
purposes under a false appearance ; one who prac- 
tises duplicity ; a deceiver, hypocrite. 

1526 Pilgr. Perf. (W. de W. 3531] 253 b, They judged hym 
a dissembler and an ypocryte. 1592 Shaks. Rom. 4 Jul. hi. 
ii. 87 All periur’d, all forsworne, all naught, all dissemblers. 
2649 Milton Eikon. ix A deep dissembler, not of his affec- 
tions only, but of Religion. 1667 — P. L. m. 681 So spake 
the false dissembler unperceiv’d ; For neither Man nor Angel 
can discern Hypocrisie. 2741 Richardson Pamela I. 163, 
I must put on the Dissembler a little, I see. 1864 Pusey 
Lect. Daniel iii. 252 He was a thorough dissembler, able 
to hide his purpose and skilful to execute it 

Disse mbling, vbl. sb. [f. as prec. + -ing 1 ,] 
The action of the verb Dissemble ; dissimulation. 

c 1500 Lancelot 1950 Al . . ther gilt he knowith ..and glut 
he hyme with-drowith Them to repref .. And this it is wich 
that dissemblyng hot. 1553 Grimalde Cicero’s Offices iii. xv, 
False pretending and also dissembling [sinmlatio et dis- 
simulation 1555 Latimer in Strype Ecd. Mem. II L App. 
xxxvi. 102 Suche men had nede to take hede of their de- 
semblings and clokings. 1643 Milton Divorce 11. viii, The 
perpetuall dissembling of offence. 1702 Rowe Amb. Step- 
moth. n. i. 468 Flattery, the meanest kind of base dissem- 
bling. 1862 Goulburn Pers. Relig. iv. iii, (1873)273 Wilful 
dissembling of a generous emotion is the way to suppress it. 

Dissembling, pfl a. [f. as prec. + -ing 2 .] 
That dissembles ; deceiving ; hypocritical. 

1526 Pilgr. Perf ( W . de W. 1531) 299 b, Y° most vnkynde 
& dissemblynge disciple Iudas. 2535 Coverdale Prov. x. 
18 Dissemblynge lippes kepe hatred secretly. 2590 Shaks. 
Mids, N. 11. ii. 98 What wicked and dissembling glasse of 
mine, Made me compare with Hermias sphery eyne ? 1707 
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DISSEMBLINGLY. 

Curios, 'in Hnsb. <$• Card. t 17 Double-hearted, dissembling:, 
trickish . . Men. 3875 Manning Mission H. Ghost ii. 52 
A cunning and dissembling Countenance. 

Dissemblingly (dise-mbliqU), adv. [f. prec. 
+ -ly *.] In a dissembling manner ; in a way that 
disguises one’s real character or purpose. 

1546 Bale Eng. Votaries n. (1550) 50 b TUys Gualtherus 
colourably or dyssemblyngly reconcyled both. Anselme and 
the Pope vnto hym, only to serue the tyme. 1586 T. B, 
La Primaud. Fr. Acad. (1589) 574 They obey not dissem- 
blinglie, but of a free and willing rninde. 1654 Whitlock 
Zootomia Pref. Avijb, I should own that which many 
Writers dissemblingly decline. 1857 Chamb. Jrnl. VIII. 
200, 1 must quietly, dissemblingly, await the solution. 

t Dissembly 1 . Ohs. [f. Dissemble v . 1 : cf. 
next.] Dissembling, dissimulation. 

c 1534 tr. Pol. Verg. Eng. Hist. (Camden) II. 198 Ther ms 
no decay t more depe and secrete than that which lurketh in 
the dissembly of understanding, or under soome colour of 
curtesy. 1588 Allen Admon. 21 [Elizabeth] dallied and 
abused by dissembly almost all the great personages of 
Europe, to whom . .she proffered herself. 

Dissembly 2 . nonce-wd. [f. Dissemblers, 
after assembly, j The separation of an assembly. 

18S7 Sat. Rev. 10 Sept. 340 The hurried assembly and 
more hurried dissembly of some stolen meetings. 

P It occurs in 1 6-1 7 th c. as a perversion of assembly. 

3599 Shaks. Much Ado iv. ii. 1 Is our whole dissembly 
appeard ? 1684 Baxter Twelve Argts. §16. 27 Their usual 
Titles were, the Priestbyters, the JDrivines, the Sinners of 
Westminster, the Dissembly men. 

Disseminate (dise-min^t), v. [f. L. dissemi- 
nate ppl. stem of dissemindre to spread abroad, 
disseminate, f. Dis- 1 + semen, semin - seed ; cf. F. 
dissiminer (14th c. in Littre).] 

1 . trans. lit. To scatter abroad, as in sowing 
seed ; t o spread here and there ; to disperse (things) 
so as to deposit them in all parts. 

1603 Holland Plutarch's Mor. 1309 [Isis] applieth herselfe 
to engender the same, yea and to disseminate and sowe the 
. . similitudes thereof. 1656 Blount Glossogr Disseminate , 
to sow here and there, to spread abroad. 1665 Hooke 
Microgr. 68 The tinging substance does consist of. . particles 
... which are disseminated, or dispers’d all over the other. 
1791 Boswell Johnson an. 1750 (1848)67/2 Considering how 1 
universally those volumes are now disseminated. 1830-75 
Lyell Princ. GeoL I. n, xix. 483 The action of tides and cur- 
rents in disseminating sediment. 1859 Darwin Orig. Spec. 
ill. (1873) 50 The mistletoe is disseminated by birds, 
f b. To cause to ramify ; to distribute. Ohs. 

1664 Power Exp. Philos . 1. 17 The liquours that circulate 
through the pipes and vessels disseminated through those 
parts. 1668 Culpepper & Cole Barthol. Anat. in. iii, 328 
Seven pair of Nerves.. disseminated into the whole outward 
Head. 

e. In pa. pple . and passive , used of diffused 
situation, without implying the action: cf. Dis- 
perse 2. 

1677 Grew Anat. Seeds iv. iii. § 7 (1682) 201 In the Upper 
Coat, the Seed-vessels are disseminated. 2796 KirwanA/wa 
Min . (fid. 2) II. 291 Grey ore of manganese ... occurs mas- 
sive, disseminated, in nests or rifts. _ 1841 Trimmer Pract., 
Geot 73 A mineral which occurs in pieces not exceeding the 
size of a hazel-nut, imbedded or incorporated in another 
mineral, is said to be disseminated. 1869 Pouchet's Universe 
(1871)161116 pantheists supposed life to be disseminated 
through all the interstices of matter. 

2 . jig. To spread abroad, diffuse; promulgate 
(opinions, statements, knowledge, etc.). 

1643 Sir T. Browne Relig. Med. 1. § 23 This [the Bible! 
without a blow hath disseminated it selfe through, the whole 
earth. 1670 G. H. Hist.^ Cardinals 1. 1. 13 To hear that 
Beast of a Priest disseminate such Doctrine. 1796 Bp. 
Watson Apol. Bible a The zeal with which you labour to 
di. seininate your opinions. 1802 Mar. Edgeworth Moral 
T. (18x6) I. xiii. 108 Disseminating knowledge over the 
universe. 1843 J.. Martineau Chr. Life (1867) 58 He dis- 
seminated the principles of peace. 

3 . intr. (for reft.) To diffuse itself j spread, rare. 

3803 Man in Moon (1804VN0. 3. 23 The .. discipline and 

professional courage that would disseminate through the 
volunteer ranks. 

Hence Disseminated fjl. a. 

366a.. Stillingfl. Orig. Sacr. iii. ii. $17 Neither can I see 
how a disseminated vacuity can solve the difficulty. 174a 
Young Nt. Th. vu 180 The least Gf these disseminated orbs, 

; how great l ■; ' 1886 A. W inchell Geol. Field 295 To trace the 
train of events back to a disseminated casmical dust. 

Dissemination (dise-mrin^-Jan). [a. L. dis- 
sem inalion-em, n. of action f. dissemindre to Dis- 
seminate ; cf. mod.F. dissemination . ] The action 
of scattering or spreading abroad seed, or anything 
likened to it ; the- fact or condition of being thus 
diffused ; dispersion, diffusion, promulgation. 

3646 Sir Browne Pseud. Ep. 1. ii. 7 We. .being now at 
greatest distance from the beginning of errour, are almost 
lost in its dissemination, whose wayes are boundlesse. 1759 
B. Stillingfl. Misc. Tracts (1775) 63 The dissemination of 
seeds, after they come to maturity. 1794 Sullivan View 
Nat. I. 185 All these facts manifest the general dissemina- 
tion of the principle of fire. 3829 I. Taylor Entkus. x. 294 
The extensive dissemination of the Scriptures..^ 3869 Echo 
6 Apr., The courage of the missionaries in the dissemination 
of religious truth. 1874 Cooke Fungi r2o Forms of spores 
may be illustrated with their modes of dissemination. 

Bisseminative, rare. [f. as Disseminate 
v. + ~ive.] Having the quality of disseminating, 
or of being disseminated. 

3660 Jer. Taylor Duct. Duhit. nr. i,. rule 5 § 18 The 
effect of heresy is like the plague, infectious and dissemln- 
ative. 


Disseminator (dise-mim'toi). [a. L. disse- 
minator , agent-noun from dissemindre to Disse- 
minate.] One who or that which disseminates ; 
one that spreads abroad or distributes seed or 
anything intended to be generally received. 

1667 Decay Chr. Piety (J.), The disseminators of novel 
doctrines. 1777 G. Forster Voy. round World II. 337 The 
pigeon, .is the same, .as the disseminator of the true nutmeg 
at the Spice Islands. 1826 E. Irving Babylon II. 391 Dis- 
seminators of the plague. 3875 Jowett Plato (ed. 2) 1. 350 
The disseminators of this tale are the accusers whom I dread. 

Dissence, var. of Descense Ohs. 

+ Disse*use, Ohs. rare. [f. Dis- 7 + Sense 
shi] trans. To deprive of sensation. 

3603 Drayton Bar. Wars iii. vi, She a Potion made . . 
That . . could . . quite dissense the Senses in an houre. 

Dissension (disemjbn). Forms : 4 dissen- 
sion, 5 -sion; also 4-6 disc-, dys-, des-, 4-5 
-ciun, -cioun, 4-6 -cion, 5-9 -tion. fa. F. dis- 
sension (12th c. in Hatz.-Darm.), also dissension, 
etc., ad. L. dissensidn-em disagreement, n. of action 
from dissentire, ppl. stem disserts- ; see Dissent. 
Formerly, very frequently disseniion (cf. dissent , 
contention ), whence Dissentious.] 

1 . Disagreement in opinion ; esp. such disagree- 
ment as produces strife or contention ; discord ; an 
instance of this, a violent disagreement or quarrel 
arising from difference of opinion. 

a 1 300 Cursor M. 22221 (Cott.) Bot if dissenciun bi-tide.. 
]>at es bot if discord and strijf, Ouer all jus werld be runnun 
rijf. Ibid. 22238 (Gbtt.) First sal be dissensiun, er ante-crist 
sal cum in land. 3375 Barbour Bruce 1. 48 Bot enwy . . 
Amang thaim maid discendoun. 3382 Wyclif Acts xv. 39 
Forsoth dissencloun is maad, so that thei departiden atwyny. 
1484 Caxton Fables of ZEsofr hi. xiii, Of the sheep whiche 
had werre and descencion with the wolues. 1526T1NDALE 
r Cor. iii. 3 There is amonge you envyinge, stryfe and dis- 
sencion. 1607 Walkington Opt. Glass x. (1664) 112 The 
procurer of a Civil Mutiny and Dissention. 1667 Milton 
P. L. xu. 352 But first among the Priests dissension springs. 
3777 Robertson Hist. Amer. (1778) I. n. 131 He fomented 
the spirit of dissention iri the island. 3876 JF. H. Newman 
Hist. Sh. II. 1. ii. 31 There were dissensions .. existing 
within the Church, as well as without 

f b. Phr. : hi, upon , at dissension. Ohs. 

3393 Gower Conf. Prol. I. 30 Vpon dissencion Thei felle, 
and in diuision. Ibid. I. 304 Ovide . . Maketh ... mencion 
How they felle at dissencion. 3423 Sra Hugh Luttrell in 
Ellis Orig. Lett. Ser. it I. 85 The two Remes that ,. . ban 
ben in discention. 3600 J. Pory tr. Leo's Africa .11. 254 
They are at . . great dissention with the Arabians. 3654 tr. 
Scudery's Curia Pol. 7 Would they that I should . . be at 
dissention with my own sonne? 

+2. Med. Physical disturbance producing ail- 
ment. Ohs. 

3582 Hester Seer. Phiorav. 1. lx. 70 Difficultie of Urine 
maie also be caused of .. dissention of the head. # 1656 
Ridgley Pract. PJtysick 232 It differs from obstruction be- 
cause here is no great dissention, it is without pain or Feaver. 
1725 Bradley Pant. Diet. s. v. Worms, Worms cause several 
accidents, .as a dissention, wringings with a rumbling in the 
belly. 

f 3 . Disagreement in matters of religious belief 
and observance; = Dissent sh. 3. Ohs. 

3708 Swift Sent. Ch. Eng. Man, Wks. ed. 1755 II. 1. 59 
What assurances can they [the clergy] have, that any com- 
pliances they shall make, will remove the evil of dissention ? 
1738 Warburton Div. Legal. n.vi. 238 In the Pagan World 
a tolerated Religion did not imply Dissention from the 
established, according to our modern ideas of Toleration. 
3807 R. A. Ingram (title), Causes of the Increase of Method- 
ism and Dissention. 

4. attrih. 

3611 Cotgr., Sursemeur de noises , a. .dissentiori-sower. 

Dissensions : see Dissentious. 

[Dissensse, disensse, a freq. error, scribal or 
typographical, for discusse, Discuss.] 
Disise’nsnalize, V. rare. [Dis- 6.] trans. 
To free from sensual quality or elements. 

3854 Lowell Jrnl. in Italy Prose Wks. 1890 1. 174 We 
had our table so placed that the satisfaction of our hunger 
might be dissensualized by the view from the windows. 

Dissent (dise*nt), v. Also 5-6 dyss-, 6 dyse-, 
6-7 disc-, [ad. L. dissent -ire to differ in senti- 
ment, dissent, f. Dis- 1 + seniire to feel, think ; cf. 
F. dissentir (15 th c. in Hatz.-Darm.},] 

1 . intr. To withhold assent or consent from a 
proposal, etc. ,* not to assent ; to disagree with or 
object to an action. Const, from , f to. 

<•3425 Wvntoun Cron. vi. 1,36 Fra \hs he dyssentyd hale. 
c 1430 Lydg. Min. Poems (1840) 44 (Matz.) Dame July must 
nedes haf hir wille, If I dissente, and if I make affray, I ha ve 
the wers. 3565 T. Randolph in Ellis Orig. Lett. Ser. 1. II. 
399 Whear unto some among the Lords dyscented. 1696 
Luttrell Brief Ret. (1857) I*. 146 Some lords entred their 
reasons for dissenting to the order. 1765 Blackstone Comm. 
1, 105 The earls of Derby, as lords of Man, had maintained 
. .authority , .by assenting or dissenting to laws. 3827 Jar- 
man Powells Devises II. 293 Where a trustee refuses either 
to assent or dissent, the Court will itself exercise his authority. 
1830 DTsraeli Chas. I } III. ix. 207 Those who openly dis- 
sented from the acts which the King had carried through the 
Parliament. 

2 , To think differently, disagree, differ from, 
in (an opinion), from, + with (a person). 

a 1536 Tindale Doctr. Treat. (1848) 367 Where the first 
say * bread and wine cannot be the very body and blood of 
Christ’; there they vary and dissent from them, a 3555 
Cranmer Whs, I. ,47 wherein the popish priests dissent 


from the mamfest word of God. 3565 Sir W. Cecil in Ellis 
Orig. Lett. Ser. ii. II. 301 The Queues Majesty will marry 
with none .. that shall discent in Relligion, 3646 Gaulis 
Select Cases 56 Hereupon it hath been somewhat dissented. 
1654 Trapp Comm. Job xxxiii. 32 Some are so eristical and 
teasty, that they will not . . hear with any that dissent. 1710 
Addison Whig Exam. No. 1 F 14, 1 dissent with the Examiner 
upon certain phrases, a 3763 Shenstone Ess., Religion , 
When misfortunes happen to such as dissent from us in 
matters of religion, we call, them judgments. 3862 Ld. 
Brougham Brit. Const, xviii. 289 The points upon which 
they dissent from their neighbours, a 3873 Grote Eth. 
Fragtn. ii. (1876) 37 If the public dissent from our views, we 
say that they ought to concur with us. 

"b. spec. To differ in religious opinion; to differ 
from the doctrine or worship of a particular church, 
esp. from that of the established, national, or ortho- 
dox church. 

c 3553 Philpot Exam. <$• Writ. (1842) 397 Our adversary 
saith we. dissent from the church. . With what church sayesi 
thou that we dissent? 3597 Hooker EccL Pol. v. i. § 3 
Every man ought to embrace the religion which is true, and 
to shun, as hurtful, whatsoever dissenteth from it, but that 
mast, which doth furthest dissent. *651 Hobbes Govt. <§• Soc. 
xvii. § 26. 330 Those that came to Christianity . . were not 
received into the Church without Baptisme ; and those that 
dissented from the Church were depriv’d of the Churches 
Communion. 1653 Hales Brevis Disquisitio in Pkenix 
(1708 ) II. 341 The whole Discipline of Manners is neglected 
. .Only to dissent is counted a capital Crime. 1792 Burke 
Let. to Sir H. Langrishe Wks, VI. 323 If mere dissent 
from the church of Rome be a merit, he that dissents the 
most perfectly is the most meritorious. In many points we 
hold strongly with that church. He that dissents through- 
out with that church will dissent with the church of Eng- 
land. 1808 Syd. Smith Whs. (1867) I, 98 The Methodists 
have hitherto been accused of dissenting from the Church 
of England. 

t e. ellipt. To differ as to, ox from. Ohs. 

a 1639 Fotherby A theom. 1. iiL § 2 (1622) 17 Though they 
doe dissent, what a God they ought to haue, yet they fully 
doe consent, that a God they ought to haue. a 1662 Heylin 
H ist . Presbyt. i. § 29 The greater wonder . . that . . they 
should so visibly dissent him in the point of the Sabbath. , 
J* 3 . To be at dissension or variance ; to quarrel. 

3538 Bale God's Promises 1. in Hazl. Dodsley I. 289 They 
shall hereafter dissent ; His seed with her seed shall never 
have agreement. 1602 Fulbecke Pandectes 37 No we they 
did discent by warre. 1634 Bp. Hall Recoil. Treat. 584 
Even the best Apostles dissented ; neither knowledge, nor 
holynesse can redresse all differences. 3743 Fielding J. 
Wild 11. vi, I am ashamed to see men .. so foolishly and 
weakly dissenting among themselves. 

f 4. To differ in sense, meaning, or purport ; also, 
in more general sense, to differ in nature, form, or 
other respect. Ohs. 

3539 Taverner Erasm . Prov. 5 A certayne pleasaunt 
fable, .not mtich dissentynge from this purpose. 1611 Bible 
Transl. Pref. 8 The translation of the Seuentie dissenteth 
from the Original! in. many places. 1634 Sir T. Herbert 
T rav. 192 The people differ not in colour nor condition, 
from the other , /but their Funerals dissent from the rest. 
3659 Stanley Hist. Philos, xu. (1701) 489/2 A God, whose 
Figure doth dissent From Men. 

Dissent (dise-nt), sh. Also 7 desent. [f. prec.] 

1. Difference of opinion or sentiment ; disagree- 
ment ; f dissension, quarrel (ohs.). 

3596 Spenser P\ Q. v. iv. 6 Artegall . . Did stay awhile their 
greedy bickerment, Till he had questioned the cause of 
their dissent. 1628 T. Spencer Logick 202, I finde no 
dissent betweene any parties touching this precept. 3655 
H. Vaughan Silex Scint. u. 156 As if some deep hate and 
dissent, .betwixt high winds and thee Were still alive. 3783 
Cowper Convers. 97 Not that all’ freedom of dissent I blame 
. . A disputable point is no man’s ground. 3867 Carlyle 
Remm. (t 88i) II. 183 Cavaignac. .accepting kindly ray innu- 
merable dissents from him. 

2. Disagreement with a proposal or resolution ; 
the opposite of consent. 

3651 N. Bacon Disc. Govt. Eng. 11. xxix. (1739) 134 Nor 
can he interpose his Dissent; nor do they care much for 
his Consent 1667 Pepys Diary 21 Nov., The opposite 
Lords. .desired they might enter their dissents. 1705 J. 
Logan in Pa. Hist. Soc. Mem. X. 35 He and three Friends 
more entered not only their dissent But protest against it. 
3827 Jarman Powell's Devises II. 293 The onus of proof 
would be on the complaining party . . to shew reasons for his 
dissent. 3878 Morley Crit. Misc., Vauvenargues 3 Apart 
from formal and specific dissents like these. 

3. spec. Difference of opinion in regard to religious 
doctrine or worship. 

3585 Abp. Sandys Serin, v. § 3 Where dissent in religion 
is, there can hardly be consent in lone. Diuersitie of Re- 
ligion sundered the J ewe and Gentile. *676 Marvell Gen. 
Councils Wks; 1875 I V„ 353 He should not wonder at the 
dissents in the Christian religion, which were very small. 
a 1677 Barrow Pope's Suprem. (1687) 150 One Bishop ex- 
cluding another from communion for dissent in opinion about 
disputable points, a 174* Bentley Serm. (J.), What could 
be the reason of this general dissent from the notion of the 
resurrection \ 1847-9 Helps Friends in C. (1851) 1. 25 Even 
religious dissent were less dangerous and more respectable 
than dissent in dress. :v. 

b. esp. The practical expression of disagreement 
with the form of religious worship which prevails 
or is authoritatively established in any country ; non- 
conformity. Particularly applied to non- conformity 
with the established churches of England and Scot- 
land, within the pale of the Reformed Churches. 

*772 Burke Sp. Acts of Uniform., Dissent, not satisfied 
with toleration, is not conscience, but ambition. 1837 Penny 
Cycl. IX. 22/1 The origin of Protestant dissent from the 
church of England is usually traced back to the year 154& 
3840 Macaulay Ranke Ess. (1854) 557/1 In this way the 
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Church of Rome unites in herself all the strength of estab- 
lishment and all the strength of dissent, a 1862 Buckle 
Misc. Wks. (1872) I. 577 In Scotland dissent assumed a very 
different . . character than in England. ■ 1873 H. Spencer 
Stud. Social, ix. 238 The] open expression of difference .. 
to that which is authoritatively established, constitutes 
Dissent. 

c. Put for: The dissenting or nonconformist 
section of the community. 

179a Burke Let. to Sir //. Langriske Wks. 1842 I. 549 
Protestant dissent was one of the quarters from which 
danger was apprehended. 1849 Macaulay Hist. Eng. ix. 
(L.), On this occasion the whole strength of dissent was put 
forth . . with the whole strength of the establishment, 
f 4. Want of agreement or harmony; difference 
of sense, character, nature, meaning, quality, etc. 

1603 FLORIO Montaigne hi. ix. (1632) 537 The dissent or 
disparitie in the present manners of our state. 2612 Speed 
Thent. Gt. Brit. xli. (16x4) 81 [We] may attribute this unto 
a . . hidden dissent betwixt this soile and these geese, as the 
like is betweene wolves and the squilla roots, a 1626 Bacon 
(J.\ Where the menstrua are the same, and yet the incor- 
poration followeth not, the dissent is in the metals. 1626 
Bacon Sylva § 255 margin , Experiments . . touching the 
Consent and Dissent between Visibles and Audibles. 1:638 
Sir T. Herbert Tram (ed 2) 330 The Mace in_ few dayes 
. .becom's tawny and unlike her former braverie : yet in 
that dissent, best pleases. 

Dissent, obs. form of Descent. 
Dissentaneous (disentombs'), a. [f. L. dis- 
sentane-us disagreeing, contrary (f. dissentire to 
Dissent) + -ous.] Disagreeing, discordant; out 
of harmony ; not in agreement, at variance with ; 
contrary to. 

1623 T. Scot Highw. God 47 It is easier to see flat contra- 
dictions and oppositions, then things only diuerse or dis- 
sentaneous. 1660 J. Lloyd Prim. Episc . Pref. 2 Unprofit- 
able or dissentaneous to the edification and peace of the 
Church. 1674 R. Godfrey Inj. <§* Ab. Physic Pref., I knew 
I had wrote nothing dissentaneous with Truth. ^ 1702 W. J. 
Bruyn's Hoy. Levant xii. 55 Several other Fancies that they 
have, so dissentaneous to right Reason. 1876 M. Collins 
Midnight to Midn. . ii. 27 A young gentleman of high cheek 
bones, dissentaneous eyes .. calfless legs. 

Hence Bissenta'neonsness, diversity of opinion. 
2652 Urquhart Jewel Wks. (1834) 2 ^ x Who. believed that 
God was best pleased with diversity of religions . . dissen- 
taneousness of faith. 1727 Bailey vol. II., Dissentaneous- 
ness, disagreeableness. 

f Bisse*utauy, a. and sb. Obs. [ad. L. dis- 
sent ane-us : see prec ] 

A. adj. = Dissentaneous. 

1580 Bright Melanch. xii. 55 The consideration of the 
whol sort of dissentanie, and disagreeing things. 1645 
Milton Tetrach. (1S51) 254 The parts are not discrete, or 
dissentanie. 2654 L. Coke Logick (1657) 147 Dissentany con- 
secution, is, when from the truth of the one of the opposites 
is understood the falshood of the other; and contrary. 

B. sb. (See quots.) 

2656 S. H. Gold. Lam 8x The distinct Bodies of Parliament 
and People make one Body of Dissentanies or things diverse, 
2657 Tomlinson Renods Disp. 8 He opposes one contrary 
to another and one dissentany to another. 

+ Disseuta*tiou. Obs. [irreg. f. Dissent v. 
+ -ATION.] Difference of opinion, dissension. 
1613-1$ W. Browne Brit. Past. 11. ii. To leave their 
jars, Their strifes, dissentations, and all civil warres. 1623 
Cockeram 11, Difference, discrepancy, dissentation. 
Dissenter (dise*ntei). Also 7 -or, -our. [f. 
Dissent v. + -er 1 .] 

1. One who dissents in any matter : one who dis- 
agrees with any opinion, resolution, or proposal ; 
a dissentient. 

1647 Clarendon Hist. Reb.^ n. § 74 If the Question had 
been presently put, it was believed the number of the dis- 
senters would not have appeared great. 1651 Hobbes.GwZ 
$ Soc. vi. § 2. 87 If any one will not consent . . the City re- 
taines its primitive Right against the Dissentour, that is the 
Right of War, as against an Enemy. 1727 Pope Let. to 
Lady M, IV. Montagu June, There is nothing like a coali- 
tion but at the masquerade ; however, the Princess is a dis- 
senter from it, 1728 Morgan Algiers II. i. 211 Some think 
fit to be Dissenters; assuring us that Caesaria stood else- 
where. 2869 Swinburne ifosr. ty Stud. 1 1875) 213 Mr. Arnold, 
with whose clear and critical spirit it is always good to come 
in contact, as disciple or as dissenter. 1875 Grote Plato 
Pref. 7 These dissenters from the public will be more or less 
dissenters from each other. 

2. One who dissents in matters of religions belief 
and worship : a. in the general sense. 

2639 Ld. G. Digby Lett, cottc. Relig. (1651) 88 The dis- 
sentors may well have bin over-born or supprest. 2644 in 
Thomasson Tracts (Br. Mus.) CLXXXVIII. No. 5. 36 By 
accommodation I understand an agreement of dissenters 
with the rest of the Church in practical conclusions. 2649 
Owen Disc. Toleration Wks. 1855 VIII. 193 The present 
differences which are between those dissenters who are 
known by the names of Presbyterians and Independents .. 
Neither party . . dare avow the manner of worship by their 
dissenters embraced to be, as such, rejected by the Lord. 
2678 Drydhn A U for Love Ded., Its discipline is. .so easy, 
that it allows more freedom to dissenters than any of the 
sects would allow it. 1709 Strype A nn. Ref. I. xlii. 468 The 
application of the two leading dissenters here (Sampson, 
Dean of Ch. Ch., and Humfrey, Pres, of Magd. Coll., who 
refused to wear the Vestments] to those two eminent divines 
of the Church of Zurick. 

b. One who dissents and separates himself from 
any specified church or religious communion, especi- 
ally from that which is historically the national 
church, or is in some way treated as such, or re- 
garded as the orthodox body. 


1663 Flagellum ; orO. Cromwell fed. 2) 14 [Cromwell] began 
. .at last to appear a publique Dissenter from the Discipline 
of the Church of England. 2673 in Essex Papers (Camden) 
1 . 124 Complaints from some of y s Scotch Nation of their 
persecution . . upon y J score of Nonconformitie, divers of 
those people who are dissenters from y» Church having bin 
. .excommunicated. 2688-9 Toleration Act 1 IV. & M. c. 18 
§ 13 Certain other Persons, Dissenters from the Church of 
England. 1793 Cutler in Life, etc. (1888) II. 277 In Mas- 
sachusetts the Congregationalists were the favorites of 
Government, and every other denomination was considered 
as dissenters from them. 2856 Stanley Sinai # Pal. xiv. 
(1858) 462 Copt and Syrian, Georgian and Armenian, have 
. . their own claims to maintain, as dissenters, so to speak, 
against the great Byzantine establishment. 2868 G. Duff 
Pol. Surv. 54 The Persians happen to be Shiites, or dissen- 
ters— the Turks are Sunnites, or orthodox. 2882 Seeley 
Nat. Relig. 11. L 124 The popular Christianity of the day., 
is for the artist too melancholy and sedate, for the man of 
science too sentimental and superficial . .They become, there- 
fore, dissenters from the existing religion. 

c. spec . One who separates himself from the 
communion of the Established Church of England 
or (in Scotland) of Scotland. In early use including 
Roman Catholics, but now usually restricted to 
those legally styled Protestant Dissenters* (Usually 
with capital D.) 

Occasionally distinguished from Nonconformist , and re- 
stricted to Those who not only dissent from the national 
church as it is actually constituted, but disagree with the 
principle of national or state churches. 

2679-88 Seer. Seri>. Money Ckas, $ Jas. (Camden) 98 To 
Benj a Cranmer,_of Hertford, bounty, in consideracion of his 
charge and service in prosecuting Dissenters in that county, 
£ioo- 1683 F, Godbury Pref. to Wharton's Wks. 4 Dissenters 
ia Title Rebellious people pride themselves in, and love to 
be distinguished by;. 1688 Asp. Sancroft Instructions in 
D'Oyly Life vii, More especially that they have a very tender 
Regard to our Brethren the Protestant Dissenters. 2689 Sir 

G. Savile Let. to Dissenter , It is not so long since as to be 
forgotten, that the maxim was, It is impossible for a Dis- 
senter not to be a Rebel. 1689 Toleration Act 1 W. M. 
c.18 § 11 Unlesse such person can produce two sufficient 
witnesses to testifie upon oath that they believe him to be a 
Protestant Dissenter. 2708 J. Chamberlayne St. Gt. Brit. 1. 
hi. i. (1743) 148 [After Papists] The other Dissenters .. may 
be reduced into four classes, Presbyterians, Independents, 
Anabaptists, (or as they call themselves). Baptists, and 
Quakers. 1731 Fielding Lett. Writers ii. ii, Do you take 
me for a Dissenter, you rascal? 2822 T. J efferson A uio- 
hiog. Writings 1892 I. 54 Although the majority of our 
citizens were dissenters . . a majority of the legislature 
were churchmen. 1826 Petersdorff^^z*. Cases in Courts 
K. B. etc. V. 432 note, Catholic and Protestant dissenters 
may plead the Acts of Toleration, and of 31 Geo. 3 to 
almost all prosecutions under these acts. 1839 Eclectic 
Review 1 Jan. 4 The Protestant Dissenters of English His- 
tory, in whose favour the provisions of the ‘Toleration Act* 
were originally intended to operate, consist of the three de- 
nominations which have branched from the original Non- 
conformists ; viz., the Presbyterians, the Congregationalists 
(or Independents), and the Baptists. 1890 Atkinson Sp. in 

H. Com . 22 July, I am not a Dissenter; I am a Noncon- 
formist. 

d. fig. and transf. 

1827 Lytton Pelham xxiii. Coxcombs and Coquettes are 
the dissenters of society. 1865 Grote Plato I. ii. 88 There 
is no established philosophical orthodoxy, but a collection 
of Dissenters, small sects, each with its own following. 

Hence Dissenterage, condition or rank of Dis- 
senters. Dissemterisli a., having somewhat of 
the character of a Dissenter. Dissenterism, the 
principlesand practice of Dissenters. Dissenterize 
v. trails. , to convert into a Dissenter. 

1866 Carlyle Remin. (1881) 1 . 82 The then ^Dissenterage 
is definable to moderns simply as a * Free Kirk, making no 
noise*. xZ\xFraser' s Mag. XXV. 729 The volume looks. . 
so *dissenterish and drab-coloured I 1864 Mrs, Oliphant 
Perpetual Curate I. ii. 33 A kind of meddling, Dissen- 
terish, missionising individual. 1809 Bp. J. J ebb Let. in 
Life , etc. xxxv. 460 It . . shews the interior of English Dis- 
senterism, during a period of thirty very important years. 
1847 W. E. Forster in Wemyss Reid Life (1888) I. 213 Men 
grumble at Romanism and Church of Englandisni and 
Protestant Dissenterism. 1838 Bp. S. Wilberforce in Life 

I. 128 Such men altogether escape us, they became wholly 
individualized and senu-Missenterized. 1856 Lit. Church- 
man II. 94/1 A plan for the Protestantizing, and even Dis- 
senterizing, the University. 

Dissenteries : see Dysentery. 
t Disse'Xltiate, v. Obs . rare, [irreg. f. L. 
dissenti-re + -ate 3 ; after vbs. from L. sbs. in 
-entia.] irans. To move to dissension or discord. 

2627 Feltham Resolves n. [1.] c. (2647V 313 One turbulent 
spirit will dissentiate even the calmest kingdom. 

Dissentience (dise'njlens). rare. [f. Dissen- 
tient : see -ence.] The fact or condition of being 
dissentient ; difference of opinion. 

2864 Carlyle Fredk. Gt. IV. 420 Dissentience on the Law 
of Thrift. 

t Bisse ntiency. Obs. rare. [f. as prec. : see 
-enoy.] The quality of being dissentient. 

1647 M anton Meat out of Eater Wks. 1872 V. 392 , 1 shall 
a little reflect upon our dissentiency and division. 

Bissentient (dise’npent), a. and sb. [ad. L. 
disseniient-em, pr. pple. of dissentire to Dissent.] 
A. adj. Differing or disagreeing in opinion. 

2652 Howell Venice 185 (2nd) If .. ther will be still dis- 
sentient suffrages. 1847 Lewes H isf. Philos. (1867) I. 226 
Several distinct and dissentient points of view opened. axZjx 
Grote Eth. Fragm. iv. (1876) 118 A young person is per- 
plexed by the dissentient judgments he hears from different 
individuals. 


b. esp. Dissenting from, or refusing assent to, 
the opinion or sentiment of the majority. 

Dissentient Liberals , (in Politics ) a term applied (by 
opponents) to those members of the Liberal party who in 
1886 dissented from the action of the majority in adopting 
the principle of * Home Rule ’ for Ireland as part of the po- 
litical programme ; called by themselves Liberal Unionists. 
Hence Disse’ntientism. 

2764-7 Lyttelton Hen. II, I. 8r (Seager) All the vassals 
. .swore fealty and homage to him without any one dissen- 
tient voice being heard. 2845 Stephen Lams Eng. (1874) 
II. Notes 346 They usually only set down their names as 
dissentient to a vote. 1849 Macaulay Hist. Eng. II. 507 
The authority of the two dissentient lords prevented several 
other noblemen from subscribing the address. 2888 Glad- 
stone Zr/. Mr. Ivory 26 Oct., N ot only Scotchmen in general, 
but such Scotchmen as were at one time dissentient. 2892 
Daily News 25 Jan. 5/5 Lancashire will have nothing to do 
with dissentient Liberals . . only Sir Henry James is left to 
keep up the pretence of Dissentientism, in the whole 
county. 

B. sb. One who differs or disagrees in opinion ; 
one who differs from the opinion of the majority. 

2622 Bp. R. Mountagu Diatribes ' hi. 4x5 To vilifie and 
traduce the Parts and Persons of all Dissentients. 1790S1RW. 
ones Charge to Grand Jury , Calcutta 10 June Wks. 1799 
II. 42 When it has been found by a majority of your whole 
number, it is their counsel, which the dissentient must not 
disclose. 2823 T. J efferson Writ. (1830) IV. 372 They would 
have left, there as here, no dissentients from their doctrine. 
1868 Helps Realmah xvi. (1876) 439 The voices of dissen- 
tients were drowned by the predominant shout. 1887 Daily 
News 18 July 5/1 Mr. Gladstone. .presses the Dissentients 
with the awkwardness of their position. 

Bisse*2itmg, vbl. sb. [f. Dissent v. + -ing 1 .] 
The action of the vb. Dissent ; a differing in 
opinion ; disagreement. 

2594 Hooker Eccl. Pol. 1. x. § 14 Wherein the one part 
may haue probable cause of dissenting from the other. 2628 
T. Spencer Logick 50 Difference is a dissenting betweene 
the essence of two. 1655 Fuller Ch. Hist. 11. ii. 29 He . . Bad 
us to keep the holy Paschal Time, And count Dissenting for 
an hainous Crime. 

Bisse-nting, ppl. a. [f. as pTec. + -ing 2.] 

1. Differing or disagreeing in opinion, dissentient; 
also, f differing in sense, nature, character, etc. 

1550 Hooper Sepn. Jonas Epist. Wks. (Parker Soc.) 442 
The which doctrine is catholic .. nothing dissenting, but 
agreeable with the prophets and apostles. 2627 Speed 
England xxxiii. § 3 Whose natures thus dissenting [as to 
their soil] the Riuer Derwent doth diuide asunder. 276a 
Falconer Shipwr. 1. 433 Dissenting reason strove To tame 
..the kindling flame of love. 2796 Morse Amer. Geog. I. 
329 A convention.. ratified the constitution without a dis- 
senting voice. <22872 Grote Eth. Fragm. iii. (1876) 52 
Each of the dissenting schools of philosophy. 

2. Differing in opinion on religious matters ; 
spec, disagreeing with the established or prevailing 
doctrines or modes of worship ; nonconformist. 

Dissenting Brethren , a name applied to the five members 
of the Westminster Assembly, 1643-4, who advocated Con- 
gregational principles against the Presbyterian majority. 

1644 Jml. Ho. Commons 23 Dec., Mr. Marshall delivered 
in the Reasons of the Dissenting Brethren against Presby- 
terial Government. 1649 in Harl. Misc. (title). The Dis- 
senting Ministers' vindication of themselves. 17x2 Act 10 
Ann c. 2 § 9 A Preacher or Teacher of any Congregation 
of dissenting Protestants. 2766 Entick London IV. 366 
The hall room is let out for a dissenting meeting:, 2803 
J. Bunting 23 Sept, in Life (1859) I. x. 181 The Dissenting 
Ministers.. are quite before us Methodists in [these] publi- 
cations. 1843 Penny Cycl. XXVII, 247 The chiefs of the 
Independent party in the Assembly were Dr. Thomas Good- 
win, Philip Nye, Jeremiah Burroughs, William Bridge, 
and Sidrach Simpson, often spoken of as the Five Dissent- 
ing Brethren. 2849 Macaulay^ Hist. Eng. 1 . 177 It was 
made a crime to attend a dissenting place of worship. 

Bisse*ntingly, adv. [f. prec. + -lyA] In 
a manner expressing dissent or disagreement. 

1628 T. Spencer Logick 239 Dissenting arguments onely 
are disposed : and dissentingly in the same manner as they 
are disposed in simple Axiomes. 2862 Lever Barrington 
xlvi, Conyers shook his head dissentingly. 2864 Gd. Words 
789/1 She may consent dissentingly. 

Bissentious (dise'njbs), a. Now rare. Also 
6 -eious, 6-7 -sious. [f. Dissension, and there- 
fore more etymologically spelt dissensions : see 
-lous. But perh. orig. after OF. dissencuuxftuux , 
from dissencion, -lion, obs. spellings of dissen- 
sion. There are no other Eng. words in -ensiom, 
while -entious is frequent, and naturally associates 
this word with dissent, dissentient, etc.] 

Of, pertaining to, or characterized by, dissension 
or disagreement in opinion ; esp. given to dissen- 
sion, discordant, quarrelsome. 

1560 P. W hitehorne tr. M acchiavell? s A rfe of Warn 
(1573) 19 a, The disunited and discencious do agree. 159a 
Shaks. Ven. <$• Ad. 657 This carry-tale, dissentious Jealousy 
. . Knocks at my heart. 1597 Dalrymplk tr. Leslie's Hist. 
Scott, x. 442 Tha began to be dissensious. 1625 G. S andys 
Trav. hi. 206 The two brethren grew . . dissentious about 
the deuision of their purchases. 1877 Blackie Wise Men 
334 In violent plunges of dissentious rage. 1882-3 Schaf* 
Encycl. Relig. KncnvL I. 354/3 As well fitted for harmonious 
as for dissentious action. 

f b. Inclined to differ or dissent in religious or 
ecclesiastical matters. Obs. 

a 2568 Ascham Scholem. n. ( Arb.) 93 He . . will . . presume 
. . in Religion, to haue a dissentious head, or in the com- 
mon wealth, to haue a factious hart. 1579 Tomson .Cal* 
vin's Sertn. Tim. 1032/1 We may not marueile if there Ke 
discentious persons in y* Church, which go about to marre 
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All order. 1676 Life Muggletonin Harl. Misc. I. 610 This 
Muggieton, an obstinate, dissentious, and opposive spirit. 

f e. Of things : Differing, at variance, discor- 
dant; of the nature of dissension. Obs. rare . 

x6o$ Tryall Chev. iv. i. in Builen O.Pl. III. 322 Since he 
. . first inkindled this dissensions brawle. 164. Chas. I. 
Answ. to Earls Bristol <$• Dorset 3 Severall and farre dif- 
ferent conceptions, yet none dissentious from Truth. 

t Disse'Xitioilsly, adv. Obs. rare, [-ly 2.] 
In a dissentious manner ; with dissension. 

# c x6xx Chapman Iliad n. 22 No more the Gods dissentiously 
imploy Their high-hous’d powers. 

Bisse*3itism tf rare. [f. Dissent sb. + -ism.] 
Religious dissent as a system ; nonconformity. 

1859 W, Chadwick Life De Foe x. 44 The healthy growth 
of Protestant dissentism, 

t Bissemtive, a. Obs. rare, [irreg. f. Dis- 
sent v. + - 1 VE.] Inclined to be at discord. 

1627 Feltham Resolves 1. (ed. 2 11.) iv, A Lyer . . is a 
Monster in Nature ; for his Heart and Tongue, are Incon- 
gruous, and dissentiue. 

Bissentment (dise*ntment). [f. Dissent v. 
+ -ment. Cf. 16th c. F. dissentement , mod.F. 
- iment . ] Difference of opinion, dissentienee, dissent. 

1690 M. Shields Faithf Contend. (1780) 19 In which dis- 
sentment joined several societies. 1893 Gladstone Sp. 
Belfast Depui. 28 Mar., This dissentment between the 
sentiment of the propertied class and the national senti- 
ment. 

tDisse*ntory. Obs. rare . [An erroneous form : 
cf. Descent i d, and Descensoky.] _ 

1658 Phillips, Dissentory ( old word), a kind of still. 

Biss@*parabl@, a. rare. [f. Dis- 10 + Sepa- 
rable.] Not to be dissevered; inseparable. 

c 1825 Beddoes Poems , Torrismond 1. lii, Thou in my 
mind, and I in thine, shall he, And so disseparable to the 
edge Of thinnest lightning. 

tBisse*parate, v. Obs. rare . [f. Dis- 5 +• 
Separate vl\ tram. To separate, dissever. 

1550 Nicolls Thucyd. 222 b. The shyppes that were in 
the myddeste of their battayle, remayned nakedde and dis- 
separated frome those of the two poynctes. 
Dissepiment (disepiment). Bot. and Zool. 
[a. L. dissxpimentum that which separates, a par- 
tition, f. dissdtpire (~sepjre)t see Dissept.] A 
partition in some part or organ ; a septum. 

spec. a. Bot. A partition consisting of the coherent sides 
of adjacent carpels, separating the cells of a syncarpous 
ovary or fruit. (Partitions otherwise formed are called 
spurious or false dissepiments.) fo. The middle part of 
a lamella of the pileus in hymenomycetous fungi :=Trama. 
C. Zool. One of the horizontal plates connecting the vertical 
septa in corals, d. One of the divisions between the body- 
segments of an annelid. 

3727 Bailky vol II, Dissepiment, a middle Partition, 
whereby the Cavity of the Fruit is divided into Sorts of 
Cases or Boxes. 1760 Jas. Lee Introd . Bot . 1. vi. (1776) 14 
The partitions, which divide the capsule into sundry com- 
partments, or cells, dissepiments. 1857 Berkeley Cryptog. 
Bot. § 95. 11 6 The division of the protoplasm by dissepiments. 
x86i J. R. Greene Man. Anim.Kingd., Coelent. 203 Each 
corallite has its chambers slightly interrupted by a few 
dissepiments. 1870 ~RouvE.STon Anim. fife 121 The mus- 
cular dissepiments dividing the body into compartments. 
3:870 Bentley Bot. 271 In the ovary of the Astragalus a 
spurious dissepiment is also formed. 

Bissepimental (disepime-ntal), a. [-al.] 
Belonging to, or of the nature of, a dissepiment. 

1857 Berkeley Cryptog. Bot. § 242. 249 A close cellular 
tissue, in which the passage from dissepimental walls and 
threads is almost imperceptible. 1870 Rolleston Anith. 
Life 126 The muscular dissepimental walls of the segments. 

1 ’Bisse’pt, v. Obs. rare. [f. L. disssept- ppl. 
stem of disssepire to separate, part off, f. Dis- 1 
+ sseptre ( sepire ) to hedge off, f. s&pes a hedge.] 
trans. To divide by a partition ; to partition off. 

1657 Tomlinson F emu's Disp. 347 Certain aculeated cups 
. . dissepted with little fences. 

BissepulcRred (disse*p2?lkojd), ppl. a. rare . 
[Bis- 7.] Disentombed. ' 

• 1800 W. Taylor in Monthly Mag. IX. 464 Like some dis- 
sepulchred half- waken ghost, Slow stretch a wither’d hand. 

Dissert (disout), v. [f. L. dissert - ppl. stem 
of disserere to discuss, treat, examine ; also intr. 
to discourse, f, Dis- 1 + serere to bind, connect, 
join words, compose.] 

+ 1 . trans. To discuss, examine. Obs. 

1623 Cockeram, Dissert, to dispute on matters. 1641 R. 
Brooke Eng . Episc . 11. ii. 69 Either none seeme to state the 

S uestion right ; or else, all seem to dissert it. vrsx Strype 
ccl. Mem. I. xliii. 330 Thence they descended to dissert 
the single life of priests. 

2 . intr. To discourse upon a particular subject ; 
to make a dissertation. (Now, affected.') 

1657 Tomlinson Renou’s Disf. 651 We have abundantly 
.disserted about the preparation of Medicaments, 3744 
Harris Three Treat. Wks. (1841) 96 A venerable sage . . 
whom once I heard disserting on the topic of religion. 3752 
Chesterf. Lett. III. No. 289. 325 It is not amiss . . to be 
•able to dissert upon the growth and flavour of wines. 1823 
; Byron Jum XU. xxxix, Tis always with a moral end That 
I dissert. 1855 Thackeray Neaicomes 1 1. 255 Whilst George 
is still disserting Clive is drawing. 

Bissertate (di-saiwt), v. [f. L. dissertdt- ppl. 
•stem of dissertare to discuss, argue, debate, fre- 
quentative of disserbre to Dissert.] intr. T o make 
a dissertation ; to discourse,; s=prec. 2. (Unusual. ) 
3766 Derrick Lett. (1767) II. 39 Why should I thus dis- 
sertate to you 2 i8xx L. Hawkins Cteis 4- Gertr. 1, 5 The 
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first of these ladies, at thirteen . .can dissertate on the various 
flavors, 3837 Hawthorne Amer. Note-Bks* (1883) 93 He 
had a good many old papers in his desk . . which he pro- 
duced and dissertated upon. x868 Browning Ring # Bk. 
m. 270 He dissertated on that Tuscan house. 

Bissertaticm (disait^Jsn), [ad. L. disserta- 
tion-em discourse, disquisition, n. of action f. dis- 
sertdre to Dissertate.] 

+ 1 . Discussion, debate. Obs. 

x6xx Speed Hist. Gt. Brit . ix. xxii. (R.) As in a certaine 
dissertation had once with Master Cheeke it appeared. 1623 
Cockeram, Dissertation , a disputing on things. 1677 Gale 
Crt. Gentiles in. 27 Paul mentions some who had turned 
aside . . to unprofitable dissertation or disputation. 1709 
Strvpe Ann. Ref I. xi. 137 [They] altogether refused .. to 
engage in further dissertation with them. 

2 . A spoken or written discourse upon or treat- 
ment of a subject, in which it is discussed at length; 
a treatise, sermon, or the like ; — Discourse sb. 5. 
_ 1651 Hobbes Govt. 4 Soc. Title-p., A Dissertation concern- 
ing Man in his severall habitudes and respects. 1683 Dry den 
Life Plutarch do Observing this, I made a pause in my dis- 
sertation. 1728 Pope Dune. m. Notes, He compos'd three 
dissertations a week on all subjects. 3762-71 H. Walpole 
Vertue’s A need. Paint. (1786) I. 238 Vermander dedicated 
to Ketel a dissertation on the statues of the ancients. 1843 
D’Israeli Amen. Lit . (1867) 476 Warton has expressly 
written dissertation on that subject. 1879 Gladstone 
Glean. V. i. 77 The sermon is a dissertation, and does violence 
to nature in the effort to be like a speech. 

Hence Bissertartionaltz., belongingto or of the 
nature of a dissertation ; Bisserta'tionist, one 
who makes a dissertation. 

3844 De Quincey Logic of Political Economy 36 This 
remark was levelled by the dissertationist . . (I believe) at 
Ricardo. 1846 Worcester cites Ch. Observ. for Disserta - 
tional. 3865 Reader No. 113. 234/2 Dissertational, poetic, 
and rhetorical plays. 3866 Spectator 20 Oct. 1162/2 The dis- 
sertational language of so dry a piece of theoretic definition 
as the creed called the Athanasian. 

Bissertative (di'saitetiv), a. [f. L. ppl. stem 
dissertdt- (see Dissertate) + -ive.] Characterized 
by or given to dissertation. 

3816 Keatinge Trav. (1817) I. to note. It is not requisite 
to Le of a peculiarly dissertative turn. 3858 H. Miller 
Rambl. Geol. 407 That dissertative style of history., that, 
for series of facts, substitutes bundles of theories. 

Dissertly, obs. var. of Djsertly. 
Bi/SSertator. [a. L. dissertator a disputant, 
f. dissertare . ] One who makes a dissertation. 

3698 C. Boyle On Bentieps Phalaris 114 (R.) Our dis- 
sertator learnedly argues [etc.]. 3718 Pope Iliad pan. 1037 
note , According 10 the grave manner of a learned dissertator. 
3849 Tail's Mag . XVI. 789 How could I break up this con- 
clave of dissertators ? 

Disserve idissSuyJ, v. [f. Dis- 6 + Serve v. 
Cf. F. desservir ( to clear a table 1 (whence our 
sense 2), * to do any one a bad turn 9 ; It. diservire 
to serve ill, 4 to vnserve * (Florio).] 

1 . trans. To do the contrary of to serve \ to serve 
badly, to do an ill turn to. 

36x8-29 Rushw .Hist. Coll. (1659) I* 263 The Earl of Bristol 
did reveal unto his late Majesty, .in what sort the said Duke 
had disserved him and abused his trust. 1637 Laud Sp. 
Star-Chamb. 13 June 55 Nor hath any Kings Chappell any 
Prerogative . , above any ordinary Church to dis-serve God 
in by any Superstitious Rites. 1748 Richardson Clarissa 
Wks, 1883 VIII. 1^, I have fulfilled your commands ; and, 

I hope, have not dis-served my friend with you. X874PUSEY 
Lent. Serm. 69 He ended in deadly opposition to God, dis- 
serving God as greatly as he could. 

2 . To remove the * service ’ from (a table). 

1816 Mary A. Schimmelpenninck tr. Lancelot’s Tour A let 
1. 1 7 The table is served and disserved in the same manner. 

Disservice ^disssuyis), sb. [f. Dis- 9 -1- Service ; 
cf. F. desse?-vice (16th c, in Littre), It . diservizio, 
'a bad service, a shrewd tume, an ill office J 
(Florio) .] The contrary of service ; the rendering 
of an ill service or ill turn ; injury, detriment. 

1399 Sandys Etiropae Spec. (1632) 109 Tk> ioyne with them 
in praysing the Creatour of the world, is no better than dis- 
seruice to his Maiestie. 3732 Berkeley Serm. toS. P. G. 
Wks. 111.250 The making religion a notional thing hath 
been of infinite disservice, a 1754 Fielding Fathers v. ii, 
It is not of any disservice to the young lady. # 1852 J. H. 
Newman Scope Univ. Educ. 4x3 That institution did both 
service and disservice to the ethical teaching of Catholicism. 

b. With a and pL An ill service or ill turn ; an 
injury. 

1631 Cotqr., Desservice, a disseruice, ill office, misdeed. 
3632 Strafford in Browning Life (1891) 301 Since I cam 
heather, I haue hearde of many disseruices, but not anyone 
seruice he hath paid backe vnto the Cfowne. 3761 Sterne 
Tr. Shandy J Il. i. My uncle Toby’s wish did Dr. Slop a dis- 
service which his heart never intended. 1841 L. PIunt Seer 
(1864) 9 Among the disservices rendered us by fortune, 

Disse’rvice, ZL rare. [f. prec. sb.] trans. To 
render an ill service to ; to disserve, to injure. 

1837 Whittock Bk. Trades (1842) 359 Mr. Tingry ..has 
thus been disserviced ; . . portions of his work purloined. 

Bisse*rvic eable, a. [f. Dis- 8 + Service- 
able, after prec. sb.] Tending to do disservice ; 
unhelpful, hurtful, detrimental. 

1644 J. Goodwin Inuoc. Triumph . (1645) 93 [They] are. .in 
their natures di-sserviceable unto the’ common peace. 1710 
Norris Chr. Prud. vii. 31 1 True sound Philosophy . . is no 
way disserviceable, but very assistant to Religion. 3817 
Colebrooke Algebra 399 I ts presence in that multiplication 
would be highly disserviceable. 

Hence Disse'rviceabieness, the quality of being 
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disserviceable ; Disse’rviceably adv., in a disser- 
viceable manner ; not serviceably. 

3635 J. Hayward tr.Bimdi's Banish’d Virgin 364 Plindered 
by . . the disserviceabl.eness of his owne horses, a 1670 H acket 
A bp. Williams 11. (1692) 17 I did nothing disserviceably 
to your majesty, or the duke, 3678 Nor ris Coll. Misc. (16 99) 
294 All action being for some End . . its aptness to be com- 
manded or forbidden, must be founded upon its serviceable- 
ness or disserviceableness to some end. 

Dissese, obs. form of Decease, Disease, 
Dissessor, obs. form of Disseisor. 

Dissete, var. of Dissite a. Obs. 
t Bisse'ttle, V. Obs. [Dis- 6 ] trans. To 
undo the settled condition of ; to unsettle, disturb. 

3635 R. Bolton Comf. Afd. Consc. (1640) 206 Did the 
sacred sence of those Divine Oracles dissettle thy noble 
faculties. 1659 in Burton's Diary ( 1828) IV. 442 These 
populous places., are. .much dissettled by that unruly sect of 
people called Quakers. 3692 Relat. Earthy. Lima ( 1748) 
332 The Country being broken all to pieces and dissettled. 
Hence Disse*ttled ppl. a. ; Bisserttledness. 
1664 H. More My si. Iniq. n. n. ji. 465 Whose minde [is] 
. .distracted by the. . unavoidable dissettledness in incredible 
. . opinions. 1674 Hickman Quinquart. Hist. (ed. 2) 92 There 
is usually something of disorder cleaving to the best things 
that are done in dissettled times. 

Bisse*ttlemesit. [f. prec. + -ment.] The 
action of dissettling ; the fact of being dissettled ; 
fa. Disturbance, unsettlement Obs. b. Dislodge- 
ment or ejection from one’s settled abode or place. 

3654 Cromwell Sp. Dissol. Parlt. 22 Subjecting us to 
Dissettlement in every Parliament. 1668 H. More Dry. 
Dial. hi. ii. (1713) 182 margin , His Relapse into Dissettle- 
ment of Mind. 1880 Masson Milton VI. 11, i. 232 The dis- 
settlement of so many families, the breaking of old links. 

Dissever (dise'vsj), V. Forms : 3-5 desevir, 
3-6 desever, 5 desevyr, deceuer ; 4- dissever 
(4-5 dess-, 4-6 disc-, 5-6 dysc-, dyss-, 4-5 -evir, 
5 - 6 -evyr, 6 -iver, -ivir, -yfer). [a. AF. desever er, 
desceverer, OF. dessevrer, desevrer' dis severer) ( 10 th 
c. in Godef.), mod.F. (techn.) desseuvren—L,. disse- 
parare, f. Dis- 1, 5 + separdre to Separate.] 

1 . trans. To separate (a person or thing from 
another or from a body, two or more things from 
each other); to divide, disjoin, sever, part, disunite. 

c 1250 Old Kent. . Serm. mp. E. Misc. 31 j?urch scab nis 
nacht man and wyman deseuird fram mannes felarede. 3382 
Wyclif i Chron. xxv.i [Thei] deseuereden than in to the 
servyce the sonys of Asaph, c 3400 Madndkv. (Roxb.) xxxiii. 
149 Pissemyres . . disseuerez |> e fyne gold fra \>e vnfyne, 
c 3450 M irour Saluacion 2554 When thaihis body and sawle 
with the crosse disseueryd. 3541 Act 33 Hen. VIII, 0,31 
heading, Disseueringe the bishoprick of Chester, .from the 
iurisdiction of Canturbury. 3550 Coverdale Spir. Perle vii. 
Wks. 1844 1. 117 The kernel lieth mixed among the chaff, and 
afterward are they dissevered asunder with the fan or windle. 
1595 Shaks. John 11. i. 388 Disseuer your vnited strengths, 
r<58 r H. More Exp. Dan. i. 6 A Stone cut out without hands, 
no man with Axe or Gaveloclc dissevering it. 1695 Ld. 
Preston Boeth. v. 224 Mankind must of necessity .. be dis- 
severed and disjoined from its Good. 3712-14 Pope Rape 
Lock 111. 153 The meeting points the sacred hair dissever 
From the fair head for ever and for ever ! 3827 Lytton 

Pelham lvii, The difference in our politics bad of late much 
dissevered us. 1877 Farrar Days of J outh xix. 179, 1 have 
dissevered them from their context. 

2 . To divide into parts. 

c 3400 Destr. Troy 1602 Thurgh myddis • * tonne meuyt 
a water, And disseuert J?e Cite. 3417 Searchers Verdicts 
in Surtees Misc. (1890) 11 Chosen be the assent of partys 
for to dissevir a grounde of a tenement .. betwix the Dene 
and Chipitre..of the ta party, and the Maistre and Freres 
.. on the other party. 1573 Digges Pan tom, 11. xxi. P j a, 
The . . Pollygonium, which you shall diuide by the number 
of partes, whervnto ye would disseuer it. a 1845 Hood 
Public Dinner ii, A goose that is oldish — At carving not 
clever— You’re begged to dissever. 1854 J. Scoffekn in 
Orr's Circ. Sc. Chem. 3 This mass may be dissevered into 
smaller parts. 

f b. T o break up, dissolve or disperse (a com- 
bination). Obs. 

*393 Gower Conf I. 234 He that thoughte to dissever 
The compaignie of hem for ever, 1615 J. Stephens Satyr. 
Ess. 66 The very name of Crumwell was able to dissever 
insurrections. 

3 . a. refl. To separate, part from eadi ; f to 
divide or disperse themselves. 

c 3470 Henry Wallace vm. 757 A thousand archaris .. 
Disseueryt thaim amang the iiij party. 1503 Plumpton 
Corr. 156 We have desevered us. 1568 Grafton Chron. II. 
87 'They did many ..famous actes.. and many mo had like to 
have bene done, if they had not dissevered themselves 
b. intr. T o separate, part, go asunder, depart 
c 3386 Chaucer Can. Yeom. Prol. 4* T. 322 That futur 
temps hath maad men disseuere. .from al Fat eu ere they 
hadde. ^3422 Hocclf:ve Learn to die 404 To perseuere In 
vicious lyf & from it nat disseuere. c 3430 Pilgr. LyfMan- 
hode 11. lix. (1869) 98, 1 sygh that my wey disseuerede and 
departed in twejr weyes, 3568 Grafton Chron. II. 75 
N either he nor his sonne, should recede or dissever from 
Pope Alexander. 1623 G. Sandys (Mud's Met. vm. (1626) 
160 Where His shields disseuer. thrusts his deadly speare. 
3820 Shelley Ode Lib. x, As light may pierce the clouds 
when they dissever In the calm regions of the orient day ! 
Hence Dissevering vbl. sb. and ppl, a. 

CX470 Henry Wallace vn. 557 Our disseueryng I wald na 
Sotheroune saw. 3536-7 Starkey Let. Hen. VIII m 
England p. ]x. To thy s dyssyferyng. .schal neuer succede 
the brech of chrystyan chary te. 1610 Holland Camden s 
B rit. 1. 377 Pleasant .. Islets lye dispersed by the sundry 
disseuerings of waters. at8stz Shf,lley Pr. Wks. (1880) 
III. 57 Their dissevering and tyrannical institutions. 
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DISSIMILATION 


+ Disse*ver, sb. Ob$. rare . [f. prec. vb.] The 
act of dissevering ; severance. 

1508 Dunbar Poems vi. 22 Sender ibi ad remanendum , 
Quhill domisday, without disseuer. 

Disseverance (dise*verans). Forms : see 
prec. vb. [a. OF. dessevrance, etc. (Godef.), f. 
dessevrer to Dissever : see -ance.] The action 
or fact of dissevering or separating ; separation. 

ci 374 Chaucer Troylus in. 1375 (1424) That I was bom 
alias what me is wo/I’hat day of vs mot make desseuer- 
aunce. 1463 Bury Wills (Camden) 20 A deseueraunce maad 
of stoon wafovir the entre, to parte the litil botrie vnder the 
gresys. 1586 A. Day Eng. Secretary 1. (16251 86 To ex- 
tinguish the cause of falling of the disseverance, or breach. 
183a Fraser's Mag. VI. 377^ The disseverance of Belgium 
and Holland should be considered as matter of history. 

Disseveration (disever^-Jbn). [f. Dissever 
+ -ation.] — prec. 

x6. . Cont. Knotted Hist. Turks 1434 E. (L.) Both will be 
the clearer by the disseveration. 1829 O'Connell in Hist. 
Europe in Ann. Reg. 127/1, I want no disseveration ; but I 
want, and must have, a repeal of that cursed measure which 
deprived Ireland of her senate. 1882 A. C. Lyall Asiatic 
Stud. 5 This process is in India continually interrupted., 
by the religious element of disseveration. 

Dissevered l dise-void) , ppl a. ff. as prec. + 
-ed 1.] Separated, disunited, divided. 

1471 Ripley Comp. Alch. iv. in Ashm. (1652) 144 Of dys- 
severyd qualytes a Copulacyon. 1583 Stanyhurst A ends 
11. (Arb.) 64 If Gods eternal thee last disseuered offal Of 
Troy determyn too burne._ 16x4 Raleigh Hist. World n. 
iv. § 10 They were a Nation apart and dissevered. 1795 
Coleridge Lines in Manner Spenser 12 With thoughts of 
my dissevered Fair ingrost. 1835 Browning Paracelsus it. 
Wks. (1889) 65 Are we not halves of one dissevered world ? 

f b. Math. — Discrete 2. Obs. 

1605 Bacon Adv. Learn. 11, viii. § 2. 31 The one handling 
quantitie continued, and the other disevered. 1654 Z. Coke 
Logick{ 1657) 29 Quantity is either continued, as greatnesse : 
dissevered, as number. 

Disseverment (dise-vsiment). [f. as prec. +• 
-ment; cf. obs. F. dessevrement (Godef.).] The 
action or process of dissevering ; disseverance. 

a 1603 T. Cartwright Confut. Rhein. N. T. (1618) 619 We 
uphold the difference of Minister and people by greater 
railes and disseverments of discretion both in calling and 
gifts, 1819 Scott Leg. Montrose vi, I could no more con- 
sent, .than the woman in the judgement of Solomon to the 
disseverment of the child. 1849 Murchison Siluria xiii. 
327 Those disseverments which mark the separation of the 
Lower from the Upper Coal. 1885 Miss O'Hanlon Unfore - 
seen xxxviii, Since the day of their wretched disseverment. 
Disseyte, -eyue, obs. ff. Deceit, Deceive. 
Bisseyvaimt, var. of Deceivant a . Obs. 

CX450 Bk. Curtasye 208 in Babees Bk. 305 Inswete wordis 
f>e nedder was closet, Disseyuaunt euer and mysloset. 

Dissbadow, dis 3 ia*dow, v. rare . [Dis- 

7 a ] trails . To free from shadow or shade. 

26x0 G. Fletcher Christ* s Viet . xlii, Soon as he againe 
dishadowed is, Restoring the blind world his blemish’t sight. 
1873 A. & P. Cary Memorial 107 For out of heaven no 
bliss— Disshado wed lies, like this. 

t Disslia*pe, dislia*pe, v. Obs. rare. [f. di-, 
Dis- 6 + Shape v. : cf. misshape .] trans. To put 
out of shape, disfigure. 

1583 Harsnbt Serfn. Ezek. (1658) 131 Who so dishapes or 
defaces that Image . . it is Capitale, a matter of lifeand Death. 

Dissh©, obs. form of Dish. 
DiS3heatlie(disiJrtJ),v. rare. Also disheath.©, 
[f. Dis- 6 + Sheathe v.\ trans. To draw out of 
a sheath ; to unsheathe. (Also intr. for reft.) 

76x4 Raleigh Hist. World in. iv. § 3 Cambyses 1 sword 
dis-sheathing, pierced his owne thigh. 1840 Browning Sor- 
dello 1. 274 Like the great palmer- worm., So fed Sordeilo, 
not a shard disheathed. 

Dissheviled, obs. form of Dishevelled. 
t Disshi'p, v. Obs. rare. [f. Dis- 6 + Ship vi] 
trans. To remove from a ship. 

1557 fitsir. Mariners Russia in Hakluyt (1886) III. 164 
The Cap tain e . . shall . . dissh ip any artificer., or apprentice 
out of the Primrose into any other of the three ships. 

t BissM*ver, v. Obs. Also 6 di-. [f. Dis- 1 + 
Shiver v.] trans . To shiver in pieces ,* to shatter, 
b. intr. To become shattered, fall to pieces. 

2586 W. Webbe Eng. Poetrie (Arb.) 50 Shieldes dishyuer- 
ing cracke. 1596 Spenser F. Q. iv. 1. 21 All within.. There 
were . . Disshivered speares, and shields ytorne in twaine. 
a 1 638 M ede Rem. A poc. x. Wks. (1672) in. 606 The Empire 
flourishing under one Monarch, not falling or disshivering. 

Disshort ; see Dishort. 

Disshroud (disjrcurd), v. rare. [f. Dis- 6 or 
7 a + Shroud v. or yA] trans. To deprive of a 
shroud ; Jig. to unveil, expose. 

1577 Stanyhurst Descr. Irel. 11. in Holtnshed I, *5 
As his negligence shall be in the one disshrow[d]ed, so his 
slanderous judgement mate be in the. other reversed. x868 
Browning Ring <$• Bk. x. 2x25 Like a ghost disshrouded, 
white the sea. 

Dissidence (drsidens). [ad. L. dissidentia, , 
f. dissidere to sit apart, disagree, f. Dis- 1 + sedere 
to sit : see -ence. So in mod.F.] Disagreement 
(in opinion, character, etc.) ; difference, dissent. 

1656 Blount Glossogr ., Dissidence , discord or displacing, 
*775 Burke Sp. Cone. Amer. Wks. III. 53 But the religion 
most prevalent in our northern colonies is a refinement on 
the principle of resistance : it is the dissidence of dissent ; 
aud the protestantism of the protestant religion. 1847 Lewes 
Hist. Pkilos. y Comte (1867) II. 592 In the sciences there is 
less dissidence, but there is the same absence of any general 


doctrine. 2863 Geo. Eliot Romola m. xxxii, That dissi- 
dence between inward reality and outward seeming, 1874 
Green Short Hist. viii. § 7. S39 Among the farmers .. 
dissidence of every type had gained a firm foothold. 2892 
Times 24 Feb. 9/5 Dissenting for the mere pleasure of dissi- 
dence. 

t Brssidency* Obs. rare. [f. as prec. : see 
-ency.] *= prec. 

2670 Conclave wherein Clement VIII was elected Pope 
3 The Cardinals . .(were it either dissidency, or jealousie, or 
any other passion) were extreamly. divided. 

Dissident (drsident); a. and sb. [ad, L. dis- 
sident-em y \>x. pple. of dissidere: see Dissidence, 
Cf. F. dissident (16th c. ; adm. by Acad. 1798).] 

A . adj. Disagreeing or differing (in opinion, char- 
acter, etc.) ; at variance, different. Const, from. 

c 2534 tr. Pol. Verg. Eng. Hist. (Camden) I. 257 These 
thinges are not altogether dissident from the trewthe. 2552 
Robinson tr. More's Utop. n. (Arb.) 130 Sca[r]selie so farre 
frome vs . . as our life and maners he dissident from theirs. 
2617 Collins Def. Bp, Ely 283 A forme of prayer dissident 
from the common. 2837 Carlyle/'V. Rev. III. vi, vii. (1872) 
241 The dissident Armed-Forces have met. 2865 \V. G. Pal- 
crave Arabia I. 212 In most respects so dissident from 
the Wahhabee sectarians. 1890 Lowell Latest Lit. Ess. 
(1892) 97_Men .. dissident .. in other respects, were agreed 
in resenting these impediments. 

Tb. Dissenting in ecclesiastical matters. 

2837 Carlyle Fr. Rev . II. iii. 1^(1872) 101 Whereby come 
Dissident ejected Priests ; unconquerable Martyrs accord- 
ing to some,., chicaning Traitors according to others. 

B. sb. One who disagrees ; a dissentient. 

2789 H. Walpole Let. to H. S. Conway 15 July, Some 
may be seized by the dissidents, and whole provinces be 
torn from the crown. 1826 Scott^ Rev. Kemble's Life 
(1840) 153 The scruples of such dissidents from public 
opinion are real. 2886 G. Allen Dartvin yii. 120 The 
magic of his name silenced the derisive whispers of the 
dissidents. 

b. One who dissents from the established or 
dominant form of religion ; a dissenter. 

2790 i title), An Address to the Dissidents of England on 
their late Defeat. 1809 Syd. Smith Wks. (18591 X. 164/2 
He did defend and support it ; and did persecute all dissi- 
dents from its doctrine. 2855 Milman Lett. Chr. IV. 294 
Leonists, Speronists, and dissidents of all other descriptions 
were incapable of holding places of honour. 1874 Green 
Short Hist. viii. § 7. 538 Against dissidents from their own 
system, the Presbyterians were as bitter as Laud himself. 

C. spec. Under the kingdom of Poland, the name 
(L. dissidentes ) given to Protestants, members of the 
Greek Church, and other Christians, not of the 
established Roman Catholic Church. 

27 66 Hist. Europe in Ann. Reg. 21/2 Nothing could be 
granted to the dissidents; not even the toleration of their 
worship. 1767 Chesterf. Lett. 5 May, I have a great 
opinion of the cogency of the controversial arguments of 
the Russian troops in favour of the Dissidents. 2837-9 
Hallam Hist. Lit . ii. 11. § 14 In the Polish diets the dissi- 
dents, as they were called, met their opponents with vigour 
and success. 

Dissidiousness, var. Desidiousness, Obs. 
f Drssidy. Obs. rare. [ad. L, dissidi-um (now 
held to be error for discidium), f, dissidere : see 
Dissidence.] Disagreement, difference. 

1657 Tomlinson Renou's Disp. 281 Barbarism in speech 
doth not so much move me, as their dissidy in the very 
thing. 

Bis sight (dissoit, dissi-t). [f. Dis- 9 + Sight sb. 
This form is more in accordance with analogy than 
the synonymous Desight.] Something unpleasant 
to look upon, an unsightly object, an eyesore. 

C1710 C. Fiennes Diary (1888) 148 It would be.. no 
dissight to y* grace of y<* Streets. 2822 Southey Vis. of 
Judgm . Pref., This is noticed as merely a dissight, and of 
no moment. 2879 Sir G. G. Scott Led. Archit. I. 234 
Sufficient extension of abutment could not be obtained 
without inconvenience or dissight. 188 x Mrs. A. R. Ellis 
Sylvestra II. 24 [He] pulled down a picturesque old church 
to replace it by a regular and commodious dissight. 

Dis-srghted, ppl. a. [Dis- 6 .] = Unsighted. 

x8*S Sport. Mag. X VI. 338/2 That the course be deemed 
to end . . where one or both dogs get dis-sighted. [Cf. ibid. 
268/2 If one or both dogs be unsighted,] 

Dissi-ghtly, a. rare. Unsightly. 

1777 T. Campbell Surv. S. Irel. 104 Everything dis* 
sightly is . . screened from the view. 2854 Jml. R. A grid 
See. XV. 11. 474 These make a turf look very dissightly. 

t Bissigm-ficative, a. Obs. - 0 [Dis- 10.] 

2722 Bailey, D issig nificative y that servetn to signify 
something different from. 

t Bissr lienee. Obs. [see Dissilient and 

-ENCE.] The action of springing asunder/ 

2638 Phillips, Dissilience , a leaping or bounding up and 
down, a falling asunder. 1721 Bailey, Dissilience, aleaping 
down from off a place, or from one place to another : Also 
a leaping asunder. 

Dissiliency (dissi*liensi). rare, [see next 
and -ency.] The quality of being dissilient ; 
tendency to spring asunder, lit. and fig. 

1882-3 A.. P. Peabody in Schaff EncycL RHif. Knowh 
III. 1747 Not only dissent, but strong dissiliency was 
almost unanimously expressed by the U mtarian clergy. 

Dissilient (dissi-lient), a. [ad. 'L.dissilient-em, 
pr. pple. of dissiltre to leap or spring asunder, fly 
apart, f. Dis- 1 + satire to leap.] Leaping asunder, 
springing apart ; spec . in Bot. bursting open with 
force, as do some ripe capsules. 

2656 Blount Glossogr Dissilient , leaping down off a 
place, or hither and thither. 2793 T. Martyn Lang. Bot., 


Disstliens fericarpwnt, a dissilient, bursting or elastic 
pericarp or fruit. 2830 W, Phillips ML Sinai 1. 120 Na- 
ture sprang Ofttimes dissilient from her destined course. 

t Bissilrtion. Obs. [n. of action f. L. dissi- 
lire to leap asunder ; cf. prec. and L. salitio a leap- 
ing.] A leaping or springing apart ; a bursting. 

2660 Boyle New Exp. Phys. Mech, xxxvii. 312^ The Dis- 
silition of that Air was so great, that the small Viol seem’d 
to be full of Milk. 2669 — Contn. New Exp 11. (1682) 166 
The Glass broke, .and made a great noise at its dissilition. 
2685 — Effects <pf M at . , Suppl. 143, The dissilition depended 
chiefly upon the peculiar texture of the Glass. 

Dissimilar (disrmilai), a. isb.) Also 7-8 dis- 
simular. [f. Dis- 10 + Similar ; cf. F. dissimi- 
laire (Pare, 16th c.), L. dissimitis unlike.] 

Not similar or alike ; different in appearance, 
properties, or nature ; unlike. Const, to (less often 
froniy rarely with.) 

Dissimilar whole (Logic), a whole composed of hetero- 
geneous parts. Dissimilar parts (in old AnaL), organs of 
the body composed of various ‘ similar parts ’ or tissues. 
Opposed to Consimilar. 

2622 Burton Anat. Mel. r. i. n. iv, Disstmular parts are 
those which wee call Organicatl . 1633 Sherwood. The dis- 
similar parts of the body, les parlies dissimilaires du 
corps [not in Cotgr. 1621). . 1636 Stanley H 1st. Philos, v. 
(1701) 166 Heterogeneous , consist of dissimular parts. 2703 
Cheyne Philos. Princ. Relig. 1. xxiv. (17x5) 47 As well 
may the Ray be supposed to be dissimilar to the body of 
the Sun. 2779-82 Johnson L. P., Addison Wks. III. 87 
A poetical simile is the discovery of likeness between .two 
actions, in their general nature dissimilar. 2802 _Mrs. # E. 
Parsons Myst. Visit 11. 154 A wish of her own dissimilar 
with any expressed wish of his. 1819 W. Taylor in M onthly 
Rev. LXXXIX. 78 Short lucubrations, not dissimilar from 
those of the Spectator. 1848 C. Bronte J. Eyre xii, A new 
picture . , it was dissimilar to all the others hanging there. 
1876 Humphreys Coin-Coil. Man. vi. 69 An entirely new 
style of coinage . .which . .was. .dissimilar from the Roman. 

tb. Bot. Applied to the cotyledonary or seed- 
leaves of a plant, as being unlike in form to the later- 
developed ordinary leaves. Obs. 

2672 Grew Anat. Plants 1, i. § 42 These Dissimilar 
Leaves, for the most part Two, which first spring up, and 
are of a different shape- from those that follow, being the 
very Lobes of . the Seed. 1721 Bailey, Dissimilar leaves 
(with Botanists) are the two first leaves of a Plant. 

B. as sb. (in pi.) Dissimilar things. 

2654 Z. Coke Logick (1657) 202 Dissimitars are wont 
chiefly to deserve explication. 2727-52 [see DissiMiLE]. 
2869 Goulburn Purs. Holiness viii. 67 If the dissimilars be 
not related to one another. 

Hence f Bissimilarness. =next. 

2727 Bailey vol. II, Dissimildmess , unlikeness, 

Dissimilarity (disimilse-riti). [f. prec. after 
Similarity : cf. F. dissimilarity.] Dissimilar 
quality or nature ; unlikeness, difference ; also, an 
instance of this, a point of difference. 

2705 Cheyne Philos. Princ. Relig. 1. xxiv. (1725) 49 The 
acquired principle of dissimilarity must repel these Beings 
.. from their centre. 2806 Syd. Smith Elem. Sk. Mor. 
Philos. (1850) 382 From their great dissimilarity with those 
which preceded them. 1341 Elphinstone Hist. Ind. I. 97 
Difference of habits and employments is. .sufficient to create 
as great a dissimilarity as exists between theBramin and the 
Sudra. 1830 F. Fysh in Spurgeon Treas, Dav. Ps. Ixxxi 6 
Their dissimilarity to the Egyptians appears at the first view. 
2882 Farrar Early Chr. I. 296 It is vain to talk about dif- 
ference of subject .. as furnishing any explanation of these 
dissimilarities. 

Dissimilarly (disi-milaili), adv. [f. Dissi- 
milar + -ly 2.] In a dissimilar or unlike manner ; 
differently. 

a 2770 Smart Hop Garden I. (R.V Chalky sides With ver- 
dant shrubs dissimilarly gay. 1869 JUT. Sprague in Eng. 
Meek. 24 Dec. 342/1 Substances dissimilarly electrified at- 
tract each other. 

t Dissrmilary, a. ( sb .) Obs. [f. Dis- 10 + 
Similary.] Dissimilar, unlike ; heterogeneous. 

2624 F. White Reply Fisher 476 Similarie and dissimilarie 
parts make but one bodie. 2641 French Distill, v. (2652) 
209 It appears there are dissimilary parts in water. 1660 
R. Coke Power f -Subj. 58 A body compounded of hetero- 
geneous and dissimilary parts. 

B. as sb. = Dissimilar sb. 

2662 Feltham Resolves fed, 8) 11. Ixxxi, In dissimilaries, 
there is a kind of natural contest that hinders all Prosperity* 

Dissimilate (disi*mik l t), v. rare. [f. Dis- 4 
4* L. simil-is like, after Assimilate.] a. trans. 
To make unlike, b. intr. To become unlike. 

2842 Catlin N. Amer, Ind. (2844) II. lviii. 234 It is far 
easier .. for distinct tribes, or languages, grouped and used 
together, to assimilate than to dissimilate. 2876 Douse 
Grimm's L. vi. 45 The habit . . of continually substituting 
s l for the s which they as continually hear about them, 
induces in their mind what I shall venture to call a ‘ Dis- 
similating Sentiment’. * 

Dissimilation (disimil^-Jbn). [n. of action 
f. prec., after assimilation .] The action of making, 
or process of becoming, unlike ; opp. to Assimila- 
tion. spec. a. Bhilol. The differentiation of two 
identical sounds occurring near each otherin a word, 
by change of one of them, as in It. pelegrino from 
Lat. peregrinus. b. Biol. Destructive metabolism ; 
katabolism : opp. to Assimilation 4. 

In quot. 2830, used for the preparation of two dissimilar 
sets of papers; to be presented to either belligerent, as 
needed. 

2830 Galt Lawrie T. iu v. (2849) 57 His_ misfortune might 
be . . owing to the dissimilation of the ship’s papers. 2874 
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Sweet Eng. Sounds 13 Dissimilation . . by which two iden- 
tical sounds are, made unlike, or two similar sounds are 
made to diverge, 3885 Stallybrass Hehn's Wand. PL <§• 
A nim. 476 The modern Latin languages felt .. the need of 
dissimilation, 

Bissrmilative, tt. [f. after prec. and assi- 
milative : see -iye.] Tending to or causing dis- 
similation : spec, in Biol, katabolic. 

In recent Diets. ; 

Bis simil e (disrmilz), sb. [a. L. dissimile , neut. 
of dissimilis unlike ; after Simile.] The opposite 
of * simile’; a comparison setting forth the dis- 
similarity of tilings ; a comparison or illustration 
by contrast : see Dissimilitude 2. 

1682 [see Dissimiues 1659]. 1727-51 Chambers CycL, 
Dissimilitude, or Dissimili , in rhetoric, etc., an argument, 
wherein, from dissimilar, or unlike things, other dissimilars 
are deduced. 1826 H. N. Coleridge West Indies 179 No 
more to he compared to the last . „ than I to Hercules, a 
meeting house to a church, Westminster to Eton, or any 
other equally appropriate dissimile. 

Dissimile, -ill, etc,, var. ff. Dissimule v. Ohs. 
t Dissrmilies, sb. pi. Ohs. nonce-wd. [ad. 
L. dissimilia unlike things, neut. pi. of dissimilis 
unlike,] Unlike things ; * dissimilars \ 
x$59 O. Walker Oratory vi. 63 margin , Dissimilies [1682 
dissimiles} and Contraries, expressed .. By Disjunction. 

Dissimilitude (disimrlitiwd). [ad. L. dissi- 
militude unlikeness, difference, dissimilarity, f. dis- 
similis unlike : see -tude.] 

1. The condition or quality of being unlike; un- 
likeness, difference, dissimilarity ; diversity. 

153a More Confut. Tindale Wks. 682/2 There is speciall 
dissimilitude betwene the sinagoge and y" church. 1564 
Brief Exam, * * * iv, Dissimilitude of life and diuersitie 
of maners. 1697 tr. Burgersdicius his Logic 1. xxi. 84 Dis- 
similitude in a diversity either in quality or passion. 1764 
Reid Inquiry v. viii. Wks. 1 . 331/2 The colours are perfectly 
distinguishable, and their dissimilitude is manifest. 1876 
J. H. Newman Hist, Sk. II. 1. Hi. 50 It often happens that 
men of very dissimilar talents . . are attracted together by 
their very dissimilitude. 

b. with a and pi. An instance of dissimilarity. 
2594 Hooker EccL Pol. Pref. ii. § 2 Whereupon grew 
marvellous great dissimilitudes. 1643 Howell P'or. Tray. 
(Arb.) 30, I knowe Nature delights and triumphs in dis- 
similitudes. 3759 Johnson Rasseias xxviii, New impres- 
sions . . might wear away their dissimilitudes by long co- 
habitation. 1863 Hawthorne Our Old Home, Leamington 
Spa (1879) 53 Such places .. bloom only for the summer- 
season, and offer a thousand dissimilitudes even then. 

ta. Rhet. A figure of speech in which a com- 
parison is made by contrast. Ohs. 

1589 Puttbnham Eng. Poesie ni.xix. (Arh.) 248 The Tuskan 
poet vseth this Resemblance, inuring as well by Dissimili- 
tude as Similitude. 1628 T, Spencer Logick 128 This that 
I haue sayd . . is sufficient to shew the . . vse of similitudes, 
and dissimilitudes. 1696 Phillips, Dissimilitude , unlike- 
ness, whence a Form of Speech is so called wherein divers 
things are compared in a diverse Quality. 1727-51 [see 
Dissimile], 

+ Dissi*mulable, a. Obs.-° [f. L. dissimul- 
dre to dissemble + -ble.] That may be dissembled. 
1727 in Bailey vol. II. 

t Dissrmnlance. Chiefly Sc. Obs. Also 
Hsimil-, -symil-. [ad. L. dissimulantia a dissem- 
bling, f. dissimuldre : see Dissimule and -ance.] 
Dissembling, dissimulation. 

1508 Dunbar Gold. Targe 182 Quhen Venus had persauit 
this rebute, Dissymilance scho bad go mak persute. 1513 
Douglas AEneis iv. vi. 49 With dissimulance wenyt thow, 
wnfaithfull wycht, Thow mycht haif hid fra me sa fals a 
flycht. 1530 Lyndesay Test. Papyngo 617 Dissimilance, 
fiattry, nor fals reporte. 1596 Dalrymple tr. Leslie's Hist. 
Scot. x. 417 That al sal weil vnderstand his wil to be naiket 
and hair of ony couering of dissimulance towards the King. 
*727 Bailey vol. II , Dissimulance, dissembling. 
Dissimiilar, obs. form of Dissimilar. 
t Bissi*mnlate, a. Obs . Also 5 -ait, 6 -at, 
disimilate. [ad. L. dissimuldt-us, pa. pple. of 
dissimuldre : see next.] Dissembled, feigned, pre- 
tended. 

ri45o Henryson Mot. Fab. 37 Tills fein^et Foxe, False 
and dissimulate. 1532-4 Act 25 Hen. VIII, c. 12 Fals 
feined & dissi mulate fables. 1556 J . Heywood Spider $ F. 
lxiil 41 Fay re disimilate show. 3632 Lithgow Treat. iv. 145 
By his dissimulate behaviour, he crept in favour with Chris- 
tians. 1653 R. Baillie Dissuasive find. (1655) 22 [He] 
speaks in a dissimulate and prevaricating way. 

Hence f Dissi* mulately adv . ; t Dissiumlate- 
asess. 

1549 Compl. Scot. xx. 182 3 e sal be recompensit . . for 3our 
astuce dissymilitnes, 1556 J. Heywood Spider <$• F. xxxiii. 
24 The butterfly spake his thoughte . . Thant [L ©. the ant] 
contrary talked dissimilately. 

Dissimulate (disrmiiZl^'t), v. [f. L. dissi- 
muldt- ppl. stem of dissimuldre : see Dissimule. 

Rare be£ the end of 18th c. i not in J., T., nor Webster 
1828.] 

1 1. irans. To pretend not to see, leave unnoticed, 
pass over, neglect. Obs. rare , 
a 1533 Ld. Berners Gold. Bk. M. Aurel. ix. (R.) That al 
tlryng be forgiuen to theim that be olde and broken, and to 
theim that be yonge and lusty to dissimulate for a time, and 
nothyng to be forgiuen to very yong children. 

2. To conceal or disguise under a feigned ap- 
pearance ; to dissemble. 

xfiio Bp. Carleton Jurisd. 204 Frederick . . being taken 
prisoner when he would haue dissimulated his estate, he 


was bnowne by bis picture. 2872 Geo. Eliot Middlem, 
iii, Public feeling required the meagreness of nature to be 
dissimulated by tall barricades of frizzed curls and bows. 
2882 Stevenson New. Arab. Nts. (1884) 127 If ever . . he 
described some experience personal to himself, it was so 
aptly dissimulated as to pass unnoticed with the rest, 
b. mtr. To practise dissimulation, to dissemble. 
2796 Mrs. Howell Anzoletta Zadqskil. 152 He could 
not so far dissimulate as to promise his concurrence. 1847 
Lytton Lncretia ii, All weakness is prone to dissimulate. 

3 . Electr. To conceal the presence of (electricity) 
by neutralizing it ; cf. Disguise v. 8 . 

2838 Faraday Exp. Res. Electr. § 1684 The terms free 
charge and dissimulated Electricity convey therefore erro- 
neous notions if they are meant to imply any difference as 
to the mode or kind of^ action. Ibid. The one [charge] is 
not more free or more dissimulated than the other. 2870 
J. T. Sprague in Eng. Meek, it Feb. 519/3 The negative 
electricity - . neutralises the positive ..which is thus bound 
or, dissimulated. 

Hence Dissrmulafced ppl. a. ; Dissimulating 
vbl. sb. and ppl. a. 

3794 Miss Gunning Packet 1 . 56 The mask, .was torn from 
. .the dissimulating Mrs. Johnson. 1838 Dissimulated elec- 
tricity [see 3 above]. 2843 Browning Blot in Scutcheon 1. 
iii. Some fierce leprous spot Will mar the brow's dissimulat- 
ing. 1874 Mivart Evolution in Contemp. Rev. Oct. 773 The 
long dissimulated Atheism of Mill is now avowed. 

Dissimulation, (disbmi«U**Jbn). Also 4-6 
-symul-, 5 -symyl-, 4-6 -acion,-acioun, -acyoun, 
-atyon. [a. OF. dissimulation (12th c. in Iiatz.- 
Darm.), ad. L. dissimulcUidn-em , 11. of action from 
dissimuldre : see Dissimule.] 

1 . The action of dissimulating or dissembling; 
concealment of what really is, under a feigned sem- 
blance of something different ; feigning, hypocrisy. 

c 1386 Chaucer Sompn. T. 415 He wolde j?at the frere had 
been on fire With his false dissymulacion. 1393 Gower 
Cottf I. 74 O derke ypocrisie, Thurgh whos dissimulacion 
..lam bus wickedly deceiued. 1494 Fabyan Chron. vx. 
ccv. 217 Thus with shame he ended, that in falshode and 
dissymylacion had contynued moche of his lyfe. 1538 
Starkey England n. ii. 191 Hys owne clyent . % by hys dys- 
symulatyon and fare wordys was interteynyd in long sute. 
x6ix Bible Rom. xii. 9 Let loue be without dissimulation. 
1710 Steele Tatlerjfp. 213 jr 1 Simulation is a Pretence of 
what is not, and Dissimulation a Concealment of what is. 
3780 Cowper Table T. 129 Smooth Dissimulation, skilled to 
grace A devil’s purpose with an angel's face. 1856 Froude 
Hist. Eng. I. 238 An indifferent master of the tricks of dis- 
simulation to which he was reduced. 

b. with a and pi. An instance of this; an act 
of dissembling. Obs. or arch. 

c 1384 Chaucer H. Fame u. 179 Moo dissymulacions And 
feyned reparations, c 1400 Three Kings Cologne 13 J>e kyng 
Ezechias of verry Innocency of hert made a dissimilation. 
2582 N. Lichefield tr. Castanheda' s Conq. E. Jnd. lxiii. 
129 a, All those dissimulations which he did vse. 

f c. Dissimulated or disguised form. Obs. rare. 
1671 Milton P. R. 1/407 Satan, bowing low His gray dis- 
simulation, disappeared Into thin air diffused. 

T 2 . A fanciful name for a ‘ company ’ or flock of 
small birds. Obs. 

i486 Bk. St. A Ibans F vj a, A Dissimulacion of breddis. 
1688 R. Holme Armoury n. 311/x A flock of small Birds, or 
a dissimulation of Birds. 

Bissimulative (disi*miz/l<?tiv), a. rare. [f. 
L. stem dissimuldt - : see Dissimulate v. and -ive.] 
Given to, or characterized by, dissimulation. 

1802 Mrs. E ; Parsons Myst. Visit. IV. 163 Tired of the 
dissimulative life he had been compelled to observe. 187a 
Miss Braddon R. Ainsleigh xv, The man was past-master 
of all dissimulative arts. 

Dissimulator (disrmizH^tsj). Also 6 -our. 
[ad. L. dissimulator a dissembler, agent-n. from 
dissimuldre. Cf. mod.F, dissimulateurl\ One who 
dissimulates or feigns ; a dissembler. 

1500-20 Dunbar Poems x lix. 31 Off the falls fox dissimvla- 
tour, Kynd hes every theiff and tratour. 3799 Mrs. J.West 
Tale of Times III. 145 To drive the mean dissimulator from 
the affected decency of deism into the bold audacity of 
atheism. 1827 Ld. Lytton Pelhcun Ixvii, Dissimulator as I 
was to others, I was like a guilty child before the woman I 
loved. 1867 Smilf„s H uguenots Eng. iii.(i88o) 45 The Queen- 
mother, being a profound dissimulator, appeared still dis- 
posed to bargain with the Reformed. 

+ Dissi’mule, v. Obs. Also 4-6 dissy-, 5 
dissumule, -symyl, dyssymyl(e, 5-6 dyssymul, 
dissymyl(e, 6 dis- dyssimill 3 -symell, A-.-simull, 
-symile, -semle, -semmil. [a. OF. dissimule-r 
(14th c. in Littre), ad. L. dissimuldre to disguise, 
conceal, dissemble, f. dis-, Dis- 4 + simulare to 
feign, after dissimil-is unlike, different. By de- 
velopment of b after m, and vowel modification, this 
word was gradually changed into Dissemble, q.v.] 
1 . trans. To alter the semblance of (one’s feelings, 
actions, etc.) so as to conceal or deceive; to dis- 
guise under a feigned semblance; = Dissemble v. i. 

c 1374 Chaucer Troylus 1. 322 His wo he gan dissimulen 
and hide. 1490 Caxton Eneydos xvi. 65 They sholde doo 
this couertly, in dyssymulyng their goyng. ax 533 Ld. 
Berners Huon lxxxii. 254 To dyssymell the matter vayleth 
not. a 1557 Mrs. M. Basset tr. 'More's Treat. PassionWks. 
1372/r Enforsed either openly to professe their beliefe, or 
falselye to dissimull it 1606 Holland Sueton. 120 In part to 
dissimule and palliate his weakenesse. 
b. with inf. phrase. 

1388 Wyclif 1 Sam. x. 27 He dissymellde hym to here. 
3570 Buchanan Am Admonitioun Wks. (1892)23 People.. 


yat professis yame selffis in deid, and .dissimulis in word to 
be ennemeis to God and to justice. 

2 . To alter the outward appearance of (a person 
or thing) ; to disguise ; = Dissemble 2. 

3485 Caxton Chas. Gt . 1. ii. .14 Wherefore dyssymylest 
thou thy self lyke to the poure people, 1548 Gest Pr. 
Masse 120 A king renounceth to be honoured as a king 
when he dyssymeleth . . hys personage and maiestye royall. 

3 . To pretend not to see or notice ; to overlook^ 
ignore; * Dissemble 3. 

(In quot. 1450, perh. ‘to put anyone off without answering. 1 ) 

a 3450 Knt. de la Tour (1868) 100 The duk, that sawe her 
symplenes, beganne to lawghe and dissymyied herrequeste, 
3502 Ord. Crysten Men (W. de W. 1506) iv. xxi. 234 If he 
suffre & dyssymule ony grete euyl! in his subgectes. 1537 
Inst. Chr. Man Lvj b. They, .wol wynke therat, and dissi- 
mule it, 1636 B. Jon son Discov., Morbi ix, 190 So in the 
church, some errors may be dissimuled with lesse incon- 
venience then they can he discover’d. 

b. mtr. with with, in same sense. 1 

1558 Q. Kennedik Compend. Tract, in Wodr. Soc. Misc. 
1844 I. 142 Magistrate dissimulis .. with the faltis of the 
subjectis. 

4 . absol. or intr. To practise dissimulation ; 

- Dissemble 4. 

C1374 Chaucer Troylus m. 385 (434) So wel dissimulen he 
kowde. c 1386 — Manciple's T. 243 Dissimule as thou were 
deef, if that thou heere A Iangler. 1484 Caxton Curiall 2 
They that conne dyssymyle . . use better theyr tyme in 
courtes than the other peple. 1513 Douglas Alneis iv. vi. 
21 And to dissymill [ed. 1555 dissemmil] gif ony askit quhy. 
3624 Brief Inform. Affairs Palatinate 51 Vnto the Princes 
. .he dissiBiuled, and would not he knowne of the same con- 
ditions. 

b. const, with. (See also 3 b.) 

3471 Close Roll 10 Edit). IV, 31 Mar., They dissimuled 
with his said Highness. 1582 N. Lichefield tr. Cast mu 
heda's Conq. E. Ind. xxxvi. 86 a, He dissimuled therewith 
onely to see whether.. he might lade there or no. 

5 . trans. To simulate, feign ; = Dissemble 5. 

1483 Caxton Cato F iij b, Thou oughtest . . to make the a 

foie or to dyssymylle folye in tyme and in place whan the 
thynge requyreth it. 1570-1 Act 11 Eliz. (Bolton Siat. 
Irel. (162T) 311) His demaunds were yeelded to condition- 
ally that it appeare to the world that he merit faithfully .. 
which being dissimuled till the first of May [etc.]. 

b. with subord. cl. or inf. phr. * Dissemble gb. 

c 1430 Pilgr. Lyf Manhode iv. viii. [1869) 370 He taketh 
gladliche a fauce visage, and falsliche dissimuleth bat he is 
a briht angel. 1490 Caxton Eneydos xix. 71 Why is it that 
I dyssymule to go alle oute from my wyttes? 1553 Eden 
Treat . Newe Ind. (Arb.) 36 People, dissimuling that thei 
desired to ioyne frendship with the Spaniardes. 

6. trans. To feign, invent, make up falsely, rare. 

1483 Caxton Gold.. Leg. 314 b/2 An illusion or an Inuen- 

cion dissimyled of his brethren the Fferes. 

11 7 . In the later Wycliffite version used to repre- 
sent dissimulare of the Vulgate, where the sense 
of the original is 4 linger * and / leave off, cease \ 

3388 Wyclif Gen. xix. 16 While he dissymelide [1382 hym 
denyinge] thei token his hond. — 1 Sam, xxiii. 13 Saul dis- 
symylide [138a laft] to go out. 

Hence f Dis si 'muling vbl. sb. and ppl. a. «= Dis- 
sembling. 

c 1374 Chaucer Troylus v. 3613 Whiche I shal with dissi- 
mulynge amende, c 1386 — Sqr.'s T. 277 Swich subtil look- 
yng and dissymulynges. C1515 Cocke Lor ells B. (Percy 
Soc.) ix Dyssy mulynge beggers. 3563 Foxe A. 4 M. 749 b, 
His subtile practises . . and dissimuling conueiance. 

t Bissi'nmled, pph a. Obs. [f.prec. +-edL] 
* Dissembled. 

1 . a. Concealed under a specious disguise ; dis- 
guised. b. Feigned, pretended, counterfeit. 

X475 Bk. Noblesse (i860; 41 We have ben deceived and 
myschevid thoroughe suche dissimuled trewes. 1533-4^^ 
25 Hen. VIII, c. 12 heading , Elizabeth Barton .. under 
colour of hipocrisie, dissimuled sanctite, and false feined 
miracles, traitorously intended to distroy. .the king. 1548 
Hall Chron., Hen. V (an. 39) 186 b, Brought up with a 
shepperd, in poore habite, and dissimuled behavior. 1585 
T. Washing ton tr. Nickola/s Voy. 1. xix. 22 b, That passe, 
which his knavery and dissimuled treason hadde wished for. 
3624 T. Scott Belg. Souldier 24 The_ dissimuled peace of 
the Prouinces with the confederate Princes. 

2 . That has assumed a disguise; false; charac- 
terized by dissimulation. 

1500-20 Dunbar Poems xxvi. 47 Him followit mony freik 
dissymlit, With fengeit wirdis quhyte. 1549 Compl. Scot , 
vii. 71 Thai haue schauen them self ingrat, dissymilit^ande 
couuardis in the iust deffens of my veil fayr. Ibid. viii. 74. 

f Bissrmuler. Obs. Also 4-5 -our, 5 discy- 
muler, 6 -ar. [ME. dissimulour, f. Dissimule v. 
with AF. suffix -oub = F. ~eur, subseq. conformed 
to -ER 1 .] = DiSSEMBLEB. 

3386 Chaucer Nun's Pr. T. 408 O false morderour . . ffalse 
dissimylour. c 3398 — Fortune 23 , 1 knew hir ek a fals dis- 
simulour. 3494 Fabyan Chron. vn. ccxxii. 247 A fare speker 
and great discymuler. 1526 Tindale Rom. Prol. Wks. 
(Parker Soc.) 1 . 486 Such hypocrites and^ dissimulars. x$ 4 q~& 
Ordre Commvn. 5 After the maner of dissimulers with God. 
[1662 Bk. Com. Prayer., ibid, dissemblers]. 3555 Latimer 
Serm. Rem. (1845) 44 * If they be very dissimulers. 

+ Dissi’new, V. Obs. rare, [Dis- 7 a.] trans. 
To deprive of 1 sinew ’ or vigour. 

3640 G. Watts tr. Bacotis Adv. Learn, vn. iii, Great . . 
Fortune . . for most part loosens and dissinues mens minds. 
1641 Earl Monm. tr. Biondis Civil Warres 1. i-iii, Effemi- 
nating the minde, and dissinewing the strength. 

+ Drssipable, a,. Obs. [ad. L. dissipdbilis, f. 
dissipare to Dissipate.] That may be dissipated. 

3603 Holland Plutarch's Mor. 1041 A substance dissip- 
able and apt to be dispersed. 3657 Austen Fruit Trees 1. 


DISSIPATE. 

23 An idle life doth make the flesh soft and dissipable. 2696 
Whlston Tk. Earth 1. {1722) 54 Comets do not wholly con- 
sist of Vapours, exhalations, or such other dissipable matter. 
1710 T. Fuller Pharm. Extemp. 237 Condensing and 
fixing the dissipable. 

Hence f Dissipabrlity, capability of being dis- 
sipated. 

1659 H. More lmmort . Sent (x 66 z) 87 Not onely the 
fluidity of parts, but also their dissipabifity. 

Dissipate (di'sip^t), v. [f. L. dissipdt - ppl. 
stem of dissipare to spread abroad, scatter, disperse, 
f. Dis- 1 archaic vb. sttfdre , sipdre to throw, 
throw about, scatter. Cf. F. dissiper ( 14 th c.) ] 

1. traits. To scatter ; to drive or cause to go off 
in all directions ; to disperse (that which has been 
concentrated), arch. 

c 1534 tr. Verg. Eng. Hist. (Camden') 199 rang Ricberd 
..having gatherid a huge host, .because he wold not dissy- 
pate his forces . . resol vyd [etc.], a 1635 Naunton Fragm. 
Reg. (Arb.) 24 She [Mary] both dissipated and persecuted 
the major part of her Brothers Councel. 1687 Lend. Gas. 
No. 2270/6 They have pressed and dissipated the Ships 
Company . . about 70 in number. 1725 Pope Odyss. vi. 160 
A lion . . Springs o’er the fence, and dissipates the fold. 1822 
Lamb Elia Ser. 1. Mod. Gallantry , To pick up her wander- 
ing fruit, which some unlucky dray has just dissipated. 
1837 Carlyle Pr. Rev. III. iv. v. (1872) 161 Several have 
dissipated themselves, whithersoever they could. 

b. intr. (/or re/2*) To pass away in all directions; 
(of a company) to disperse. 

1660 F. Brooke tr.X* Blands Trav. 63 Those shelves of 
sand, which do dissipate, and are spent in the sea. 1679 
Lauderdale Papers (1885) III. xciv. 163 The officers of the 
Dragoones required y ,n in the King’s names to Dissipate. 
1704 Addison Italy 250 Woods that enclos’d the Lake, and 
hinder’d these noxious Steams from dissipating. 1837 Car- 
lyle Pr. Rev. I. iv. iii. (1872) 114 At sight of the. .Switzers, 
Saint-Antoine dissipates ; hastily, in the shades of dusk, 

■f 2. it arts . To scatter in defeat ; to disperse in 
flight, to rout. Ohs. 

1602 Warner Alb. Eng. x n. Ixxv, The once ship-hearing 
Ley, by Alfred slu’ste in Three, To dissipate the Dane 
Fleete. 1670 Milton Hist. Eng. ji. Wks. (1847) 493/1 The 
Legion ..quickly broke and dissipated what oppos’d them. 
1745-9 Rep. Cond. Sir J. Cope 120 Able to tell his Majesty 
. . that you have dissipated a Rebellion in Scotland. 1789 
Cowper A nn. Mevtorab. 6 Chiefs, whose single arm could 
boast Prowess to dissipate a host. 

3. To dispel by dispersion or minute diffusion 
(mist, clouds, etc.) ; to cause to disappear ; to dis- 
perse or * discuss * (humours, etc). 

1532 More Confute T indale Wks. 401/2 They wil clerely 
dissipate and discusse the myst. 1601 Holland Pliny II. 
262 The root of marsh Mallow, doth dissipate and scatter 
all gatherings of humors to an impostume. 1696 tr. Du 
Mont's Voy. Levant 116, A thick and black Smoak ..was 
dissipated hi a Moment. 1732 Arbuthnot Rules of Diet 
312 Restoringas much Water to the Blood as is dissipated 
by the Heat. 1810 Shelley Zastrozzi iv. Pr. Wks. 18O8 I. 
21 The rays of the lamp but partially dissipated the dark- 
ness. 1875 Ly ell's Princ. Geol. I 11. cccxvii. 396 When the 
acid is dissipated in the. atmosphere. 

b. fig. and iransf. To dispel (care, fear, doubt, 
or anything compared to cloud or darkness). 

1691 Hartcliffe Virtues 165 Such Companions, as shall 
.. dissipate our sorrows with their innocent Mirth. 1710 
Steele Tatler No. 4 ¥ 8 [It] bus dissipated the Fears of 
that People. 1828 D’Israeu Chas. /, I. iv. 78 Cool shades 
and exquisite viands in a moment dissipated heat and 
hunger, 1831 Brewster Nat. Magic \\ (1833) 103 This illu- 
sion may be dissipated by a process of reasoning. 1853 
Macaulay Hist. Eng. IV. 381 To dissipate his melancholy 
by breathing the fresh air of that noble terrace. 

e. intr. To pass away by minute dispersion or 
diffusion ; to disappear. 

x 6 zS Bacon Sylva § 632 The Spirits doe but weaken and 
dissipate, when they come to the Aire and Sunne. 1640 
Howell Dodona's Gr. (1645' 138 Libels neglected quickly 
find their own graves, and disipat to ayr. 1758 J. S^ Le 
Dran's Qbserv. Surg. (1771) 239 The Hardness sensibly 
dissipated. 1792 Anecd. IV. Pitt I. xx. 323 In a few weeks 
. . the public prejudice began to dissipate. 1878 B. Taylor 
Deukalion 1. ii, Death and decay are things That dissipate 
beneath thy radiant eye. 

4. trans. To disintegrate and reduce to atoms, 
dust, smoke, or impalpable form ; to destroy or 
dissolve completely, undo, annul (material or im- 
material objects). 

c 1555 Harpsfield Divorce Hen. VIII, 45 This matrimony 
.. ought not in any wise to have been dissipated and dis- 
solved. *638 Sir T. Herbert Trav. (ed. 2) 260 Fire is 
given to a trayne « . and at length dissipates and blowes up 
the detested Syrian [an effigy]. 1647 Jer, Taylor Dissuas. 
Popery ii. § 4 (T.) The legate . . revoked and dissipated all 
former grants. 1651 FtUler's Abel Rediv ., Chytraeus 419 
The Wars . . breaking forth . . the University of Wittenburg 
was dissipated by reason of the same. 1692 Ray Dissol. 
World iii. i. (1732) 303 Shall the Heavens and Earth be 
wholly dissipated and destroyed, 1798 Malthus Popul. 
(1817] I, 318 Violent hurricanes, by which whole harvests 
are dissipated. 2869 Phillips Vesuv. iii. 45 The crater itself 
was dissipated in the convulsion. 

b. intr. (for refi.) To become disintegrated ; to 
moulder to dust or impalpable atoms. 

1677 Bale Prim. Grip Mapt. 1. I 33 If it gave over its 
work . . it would soon dissolve, dissipate and corrupt. 1880 
Disraeli Endym. ix, His whole position . . seemed to dis- 
solve, and dissipate into insignificant fragments, 

5. trans. T o scatter or consume wastefully (money, 
resources, faculties) ; to waste, squander. 

1682 Burnet Rights Princes ii. 68 The Goods of the 
Church might not be dissipated. 1761 Hume Hist. Eng. 
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1. viii. 173 The prelate had dissipated money beyond the 
income of his place. 178s Gibbon Decl. <$• P. ILL lxi. 550 
The elder brothers dissipated their wealth in romantic ad- 
ventures. 1852 Thackeray Esmond 1. ii. He had dissipated 
his small paternal inheritance. 1878 Bosw. Smith Carthage 
99 Rome could not yet afford so to dissipate her energy, 
b. intr. (for refi.) 

1622 F. Markham Bk. War . v, vi. § 2. 182 The Kings 
Treasure .. which by any lavishnes of an .. vnrestrained 
hand will soone dissipate. 

6 . trans. To scatter or distract (attention, thought, 
mental or practical activity) by variety of objects ; 
to fritter away. The opposite of to concentrate. 

2683 Burnet More's Utopia (1684) 191 Their Priests think 
that too much light dissipates the thoughts. 1751 Johnson 
Rambler No, 153 ? 4 That application which had hitherto 
been dissipated in general knowledge, 1769 Burke Corr. 
(1844V 1. 182 Various matters have so dissipated me as to 
hinder me from a vigorous pursuit of this object, c 1790 
Willock Voy. 285 The great variety . . deranges and dissi- 
pates those powers, that in a state of nature have only one 
object. 2851 Carlyle Sterling 1.^ xii. 11872) 75 A gifted 
amiable being .. in danger of dissipating himself into the 
vague. _ 1883 Pall Malt G. 28 Dec. 2 Thought may be dis- 
sipated into a number of aper^us. 

7. intr. To practise dissipation; to engage in 
frivolous or (now usually) dissolute pleasures. 

2836 T. Hook/, Gurney II. 274, I was rather out of 
spirits, so I dissipated in a glass of negus and a^ biscuit. 
1839 Marryat Diary Amer. Ser. 1. II. 224 He dissipates 
awfully. 1859 Sala Tw. round Clock (2861) 408 The place 
is not harmless : people go there to dissipate, and do dis- 
sipate. 

Hence Drssipating vbl. sb. and ppl. a. 

1657 Cowley Dk. Buckkm In dissipating Storms, and 
routed Battels they Did. .constant with their Captain stay. 
28x8 G. S. Faber Horae Mosaics I. 214 The mixed and dis- 
sipating society of a palace. 1891 Spectator Mar., The 
education of the day is of a somewhat dissipating type. 

+ Di •ssipate, ppl. a. Obs . [ad. L. dissipat-us , 
pa. pple. of dissipare', or short for dissipated : see 
the vb.] — Dissipated. 

1606 G. W[oodcocke] tr. Hist. Ivstine Ep. Ded. Aiv a, So 
dissipate and large Countries, so rich and populous Citties. 
1629 Bainbkidge Descr. Late Comet 10 The Sunne rayes 
were there alwayes more dissipate then in the Comet. 1713 
Wodro 7 v Corr. 11843) II. 101 The best of the rebels' men 
are dissipate and cut off. 1765 Petit, in Westm. Gaz. 
28 Dec. (1894) 8/ 1 The means employed . . in our youth for our 
instruction in religion and virtue are wholly dissipate. 

Brssipated, ppl a. [f. prec. vb. + -ed T] 

1. Dispersed, scattered, dispelled, wasted, frittered 
away. 

1609 Bible (Douay') Isa. xxxiii. 8 The wayes are dissi- 
pated, the passenger by the path hath ceased. 1G59 Pear- 
son Creed (1839) 521 So did they think a resurrection of 
corrupted, dissolved, and dissipated bodies, to be . . im- 
possible. 1683 Howe Let. to Lady Russell in H. Rogers 
Life viii. (1863) 202 To recollect ourselves, and recover our 
dissipated spirits, a 2722 Ken Hymns Festiv. Poet. Wks. 
1721 I. 387 At the great Day of all the Just, You shall 
collect the dissipated Dust. 1738 Johnson London 20 Of 
dissipated wealth the small remains. 1791 Mrs. Radcliffe 
Rom. Forest (1806) III. xix. 195 Adeline . . had now recol- 
lected her dissipated thoughts. 1872 Morley Voltaire 
(1886) 58 Freedom of thinking was only an empty watch- 
word, the name for a dissipated fashion, 
t b. Devoid of concentration. 

2748 Chesterf. Lett. (1792) II. clxxv. 150 Many young 
people are so light, so dissipated, and so incurious, that they 
can hardly be said to see what they see. 

2. Given to or characterized by dissipation ; dis- 
solute. 

_ 1744 Johnson L. P., Savage Wks. 2796 X. 400 An 
irregular and dissipated manner of life had made him the 
slave of every passion.^ 2784 Cowper Task iii. 376 Who 
seeks A social, not a dissipated life. 1788 Wesley Serm. 
lxxix. Dissipation , King Charles the second, one of the 
most dissipated mortals that ever breathed. 2848 C. Bronte 
J. Eyre x, A dissipated young man. 2848 Mrs. Jameson 
Sacr. y Leg. Art 11850) 183 Augustine passed his restless 
youth in dissipated pleasures and desultory studies. 2863 
Alford in Life (1873) 384 We are making out a dissipated 
week at the Macnaughten’s. 

Bi’ssipater. Also 6 -our, 7 -or. [ f. Dissi- 
pate v. + -EE 1 : cf. F . dissipateur ( 15 th c. in Littre), 
L. dissipdtor disperser, destroyer.] One who or that 
which dissipates, disperses, or scatters; one that 
squanders or wastes. 

1537 Latimer Serm. bef Convocation Wks, I. 35 Be these 
the faithful dispensers of goddis misteries, and nat rather fals 
dissipatours of them ? 2633 Ames Agst. Cerem. 1. 7 Sammay 
and Hilles, prophane dissipators of Gods Law. 2799 W. 
Taylor in Monthly Rez>. XXVII I. 516 A dissipater of his 
patrimony. 1824 Scott .$ 7. Rattan's xv. 1894 Baring-Gould 
Deserts S. France I. 86 The atmosphere when dry is the 
best . . dissipater of the noxious elements. 

Bissipation (disipe^Jbn). [ad. L. dissipdtion- 
em , n. of action from dissipare to Dissipate. Cf. 
F. dissipation ( 16 th c.).] 

+ 1. The action of dissipating or dispersing; a 
scattering; the fact of being dispersed; dispersed 
condition. Obs. 

1545 Joye Exp. Dan. xii. (R.) Subuersions of empires & 
kingdoms, skatterings and dissipacions of nations. 2605 
Shaks. Lear 1. ii. 161 Banishment of friends, dissipation of 
cohorts, nuptial breaches. 1667 Milton P. L. vi. 598 Foule 
dissipation follow’d and forc’t rout. 1677 Hale Prim. Orfg. 
Man. 11. iii. 243 Peleg, in whose time the famous dissipation 
of Mankind and distinction of Languages hapned. 2760 
C. Johnston Ckrysal (1822) II. 2x4 In this dissipation I fell 
to the lot of one of the officers. 


DISSIFATIVITY. 

b. Optics. The scattering or dispersion of rays 
©flight. Circle, radius of dissipation : see quots. 

2748 Hartley Observ. Man 1. ii. 219 Narrow the Pupil of 
the Eye, i. e. lessen the Radius of Dissipation. 2733 Cham- 
bers Cycl. Supp. s. v., Circle of Dissipation . . is used for 
that circular space upon the retina, which is taken up by 
one of the extreme pensils of rays issuing from an object . . 
Radius of Dissipation, the radius of the circle of Dissipa- 
tion. 1794 G. Adams > Nat. Exp. Philos. II. xvii. 283 
The circular spaces .. illuminated by pencils of rays . . are 
called circles of dissipation. 1867 J. Hogg Micrasc. 1. ii. 
22 Produced by the central rays falling in a circle of dissi- 
pation, before they have come to a focus. 

2. The passing away or wasting of a substance, 
or form of energy, through continuous dispersion or 
diffusion. 

2623 Cuooke Body of Man 94 The substance of the whole 
body hath a necessary difiluence and dissipation, as well by 
the inbred heate. . as also by the outward aire. c 2790 1 mi son 
Sck. Art I. 62 In this case, the dissipation of the electricity 
is not so considerable. 2882 Maxwell Electr. # Magn. 
I. 45 Coulomb investigated the law of dissipation. 2881 
Sir W. Thomson in Nature No. 619. 442 Losing ,. 20 per 
cent of this [energy] by the generation and dissipation of 
heat through the conductor. 

attrib. 2879 Dissipation-function [see Dissipativity]. 

3. Reduction to atoms or to an impalpable con- 
dition ; complete disintegration or dissolution. 

2397 Hooker Eccl. Pol. v. lx v. § 15 The dissipation of 
Idols ., they were fashioned of matter, subject vnto 
corruption, therefore to grinde them to dust was easie. 
2647 H. _ More Philos. Poems , Democr. Platon. Pref., 
The dissipation of the whole frame of Nature into dis- 
joynted dust, a 2656 Bp. Hall Rem. Wks. (1660) 325 To 
hear of the least danger of the dissipation of your Church. 
2680 H. More Apocal. Apoc. 289 An utter ruine and dissi- 
pation of this Idolatrous City, a 1712 Ken Hymnarhtm 
Poet. Wks. 1721 II. 52 Saints no Dissipation fear, Who to 
the Boundless^ one adhere. 1796 Burke Regie. Peace iv. 
Wks. IX. 26 The dissipation of France into . . a cluster of 
petty Republicks. 2873 E. White Life in Christ m. xx i. 
(1876) 325 Another attempt to reconcile this expression of 
our Lord with the idea of dissipation of the soul. 

4. Wasteful expenditure or consumption of 
money, means, powers, faculties, etc.; squander- 
ing, waste. 

2639 T. Brugis tr. Camus' Moral Relat. 351 [Almsgiving] 
must be done fitly . . Otherwise it were rather a dissipation 
then a distribution. 2677 Hale Prim. Grig. Man. 1. i. 13 
Means that our Faculties might use without dissipation, 
distraction, or too great astonishment. **2725 Burnet Own 
I 'ime (1766) I. 339 There bad been such a dissipation of 
treasure. 2785 Paley Mor. Philos . v. ix, Nothing but 
stupidity or _ the most frivolous dissipation of thought. 1893 
W. Lewin in Bookman June 85/2 Avoiding any wasteful 
dissipation of his powers. 

5. Distraction of the mental faculties or energies 
from concentration on serious subjects : at first often 
with colourless sense, as the scattering or distraction 
of attention, or with laudatory sense, as the dispel- 
ling of melancholy or sadness ; diversion, amuse- 
ment; but later implying the frittering away of 
energies or attention upon frivolities, and thus 
gradually passing into sense 6 ; also, with a and//., 
a distraction ; a diversion; a frivolous amusement. 

1733 Swift Let. 28 May, I have begun two or three letters 
..and been prevented from finishing them by a thousand 
avocations and dissipations. 274a Young A % Th. viii. 949 
While Noise, and Dissipation, comfort Thee. 1748 Ches- 
terf. Lett. II. civ. 55 I am going to Cheltenham tomorrow 
. . for the dissipation and amusement of the j oumey. 1759 
Johnson R asset as xi, Change of place, .inevitably produces 
dissipation of mind. 1768 Beattie Minstr. 11. xxvii. In the 
giddy storm of dissipation toss’d. 1788 Wesley Serm . lxxix. 
Dissipation Wks. 1872 VI. 445 We hear of the still increas- 
ing dissipations, .the word, . was hardly heard of fifty years 
ago. .And yet it is so in every one’s mouth, that it is already 
worn threadbare; being one of the cant words of the day. 
1800 Mrs. Hervey Moitrtray Fam. iv. 60 Nothing would 
be of so much service to her spirits, as a little dissipation. 
1845 S. Austin Ranke's Hist. Ref v. ix. 111. 289 He was 
not bom for the amusements and dissipations of the world. 
1876 Ouida Winter City iii. 59 Art had remained with her 
rather an intellectual dissipation than a tenderness. 

6 . Waste of the moral and physical powers by 
undue or vicious indulgence in pleasure; intem- 
perate, dissolute, or vicious mode of living. 

2784 Cowper Task 11. 770 A task (That bids defiance to the 
united powers Of fashion, dissipation, taverns, stews. 1792 
Mrs. Radcliffe Rom. Forest i. In a few years his fortune 
and affection were equally lost in dissipation. 1837 Dickens 
Pickw. P. ii, Tupman was not in a condition to rise, after 
the unwonted dissipation of the previous night. 1861 M, 
Pattison Ess. (1889 1 . 47 Severer penalties awaited drunken- 
ness, dissipation, or dicing. 2894 Sir W. Grf.gory Auto- 
biog. v. 89 He died young, worn out by dissipation. 

Brssipative, a. [f. L. dissipdt - ppl. stem: 
see Dissipate v. and -ive.] Tending to dissipate, 
having the property of dissipating. 

1684 tr. Bonet's Merc. Compit. v. X47 These concretes do 
breathe out . . an Armoniack, or dissipative scent. 1839-44 
Tupper Proverb. Philos . (1852) 373 The dissipative fashions 
of society. 2873 H. Spencer Stud. Social, xiii. 324 Certain 
actions which go on in the first are cumulative, instead of 
being, as in the second, dissipative. . 2889 Russell in Na- 
ture 21 Nov. 61 The apparently dissipative action of the 
air on London smoke. 

lienee Dissipatiwity (in Physics ), a quantity 
expressing the rate of dissipation of energy : also 
called dissipation-fiimction. 

2879 Thomson & Tait Nat. Phil. 1. 1. § 345 [This] function 
of the velocities . . has been called by Lord Rayleigh the 


DISSITE. 


DISSOLUTE. 


Dissipation Function. We prefer to call it Dlssipativity. 
It expresses the rate at which the palpable energy of our 
supposed cycloidal system is . , dissipated away into other 
forms of energy. 

+ BrSSipe, v. Obs. rare . [a. F, dissipe-r, or 

ad. L. dissip-arel\ « Dissipate v. tram, and intr. 

1597 Dowe Chirursr. (1634) 381 The vaines of the head 
being opened, letteth generation, because of the animal 
spirits which dissipe.^ x6xa Sylvester Panaretus, I have 
oft scene armies dissiped. 

t Di'ssite, a. Ohs . [ad. L. dissit-us lying apart, 
f. Bis- 1 + situs placed, situate, pa. pple. of sinerc 
to allow, let, orig. (it is supposed) * to let, put, lay, 
or set down '.] Situated apart ; distant, remote. 

x6oo Holland Livy xxvi. xx. 599 They [Carthaginians] 
haxT betaken themselves into their wintering harbours far 
dissite^ and remote asunder. x6xo — Camden's Brit. (163 7) 
46 Britain© . . Far dissite from this world of ours. 16x5 
Chapman Odyss. vir. 270 His natural land (Without more 
toil or care, how far hence dissite Soever it can be) he 
may ascend. 1657 Tomlinson Renou's Desp. 133 From 
the brain, or parts more dissite, 

t Dissrtuate, a. Ohs. rare. Also 6 disc*. 
[Dis- 1.] Removed from its situation or site, dis- 
placed. So f Dissituated ppl. a . 

1593 Nashe Christ's T. (1613) 75 No Trophy remaining, 
no stone but discituate. *623 Cockeram, Discituated, 
displaced, ouerturned. 

Disslander, var. Disclander, Ohs. 
t DIsslee’p, V. Ohs. rare, [f, Dis- 7 4- Sleep 
r£.] traits . To rouse from sleep, swoon, or death. 

1616 J. Lane Cont. Sqr.'s T. x. Argt. (1888) x6x Great 
murninge for Cambuscans losse of liefe : Kinge Thotobun 
him wondrouslie dissleepes. 

Dissociabrlity. rare. [f. next + -ity.] 
f I. The opposite of sociability ; unsociableness. 
2738 War burton Div. Legal. 11. vi, Universal prejudice 
had made men regard a refusal of this intercommunity as the 
most brutal of all dissociability. X757 Brett Friendly Call to 
the Roman Catholics in Ireland 12 (L.) This dissociability, 
this dogmatizing, cruel, enslaving principle, is that which 
makes popery so very dreadful. 

2. Capability of being dissociated. 

In recent Diets. 

Dissociable (see below), a. [In sense .1, f. 
Dis- 10 + Sociable, app. after F. dissociable (Mon- 
taigne, 1 6th c.) in same sense ; in senses 2 and 3, 
f. L. dissoeidre to dissociate: cf. L. dissocidbilis 
that cannot be united.] 

1. (dissJu‘Jab’1) The reverse of sociable, not 
companionable, unsociable. 

1603 Florio Montaigne, There is nothing so dis-sociable 
and sociable as man, the one for his vice, the other for his 
nature. 163a Burton Anat.Mel. (ed. 4) in. iv. 1. ii, His 
Janisary Jesuits, that dissociable society. 17x1 Addison 
Sped. No. 3 ? 6 They came in two by two. .matched in the 
most dissociable Manner, i860 Chaneb . Jrnl. XIV. 353 
Our insular dissociable habits. 

2. That tends to separate or dissociate. [— L. 
dissocidbilis in active sense.] rare . 

1835 Kirby Hab. 4 Inst. Anim. I. ii. 57 The student of 
his own species might be tempted sometimes to roam, but 
the ocean would be truly dissociable. [After Horace's 
ocea.no dissociabilii] 287 2 A. D. Carlisle Round World 
xix. 230 The mild Pacific was the only [ocean] whose 
‘dissociable' influence was still unbroken. 

3 . (dus<?tt-Jiabl) Capable of being dissociated ] 
separable. 

*833 G. Waddington Hist. Ch. xiii. 212 Two forms of 
worship essentially dissociable. 2853 Fraser's Mag. XLVII. 
560 Elemen ts not dissociable by human means. 1894. Wesftn. 
Gaz. 20 Dec. 7/2 Surely it is a dangerous thing to say that 
sport and betting are not dissociable. 

Hence Disso'Ciableness, unsociableness. 

2866 Carlyle Irving 1 . 90, I. .had the character of 

morose dissociableness. 

Dissocial (diss<5u*Jal), a. [f. Dis- 104- Social 
a. Cf. rare L. dissocialis irreconcilable, repugnant.] 
The reverse of social ; disinclined or unsuitable for 
society ; unsocial. 

176a Kames Elern. Crit. I. it. 65 Where revenge flames so 
high as to have no other aim than the destruction of its 
object, it is no longer selfish ; but in opposition to a social 
passion may be termed dissocial. Ibid. 91 Hatred and 
other dissocial passions. 2788 Reid A ct. Powers v. vi, §66 
Without it man would be the most dissocial animal God 
has made. 2825 Carlyle Schiller Misc. (1872) III. 91 His 
habits . . though far from dissocial, were solitary. 

Hence DissociaTity (diss<?«ji|£e liti), the quality 
of being dissocial; XSisso’cialize v,, to render 
dissocial. 

i8o-| Southey in A nn. Rev . II. 210 Let us examine their 
practice, its dissocializing character [etc.]. 28x2 T. Jeffer- 
son Writ. (1830) IV. 167 Why should we be dissocialized 
by mere differences in opinion? 2825 Carlyle Schiller 
Misc. (1872) III. 82 Self-seclusion, dissociality and even 

B isitive misanthropy. 2826 Southey Lett, to Butler 405 
ecrees of the most dissocializing and inhuman character. 
Dissociant (dis^/’ant), [ad. L. dissociant-em, 
pres. pple. of dissoeidre to Dissociate.] (See quot.) 

2883 Syd. Soc. Lex., Dissociants , a term applied in Micro- 
scopy to those agents which have the power to loosen the 
texture and to separate the elements of the structures which 
are placed in them, such as ‘ Muller’s solution.’ 
Bisso’ciat e,//Z. a. rare. [ad. L. dissocidt-us, 
pa. pple. of dissocidre\ see next] * Dissociated. 

2548 Udall, etc. Erasm. Par. John xiy. (R.) You. .whom 
I wil not suffre to be dissociate or disseuered from me. 
28x5 Shelley Pr. IVks. (1888) II. 193 Neither the dream 
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could be dissociate from the landscape, nor the landscape 
from the dream. 2895 Daily News x Feb. 7/5 Nitrogen 
existed partly in an * allotropic' or in a * dissociate * form, 
f to. Astrol. (see quot.). 

28x9 Jas. Wilson Diet. Astrol., Dissociate signs, those 
that by being x or 5 signs distant, have no aspect to each 
other: thus y is dissociate with , 8 , ^,and Til . 

Dissociate (distfujV^), V. [f. L. dissocial- 
ppl. stem of dissoeidre to separate from fellowship, 
f. Dis- 1 + socidre to join together, associate : cf. 
prec., and see -ate 3 6.] 

1 . tram. To cut off from association or society; 
to sever, disunite, sunder. Const, from. 

2623 Cockeram, Dissociate , to separate. 2628 Feltham 
Resolves 11. xxxvi, Grief., does dissociate man, and sends 
him with beasts to the loneliness© of unpathed desarts. 
xjto T. Fuller Pkaivn. Extemp. 296 These Earths mix in 
with it [the Bile] and dissociate it. 1768-74 Tucker Lt. Nat. 
(1852) II. 3x3 Our very wants and desires, , which first bring 
us together, have a tendency likewise to dissociate us. 1863 
Miss Braddon Eleanor's Viet. II, iv. 54 Eleanor Vane 
could not dissociate the two images. 1874 Green Short 
Hist. vi. § 4. 303 It was the first time .. that religion had 
formally dissociated itself from the ambition of princes and 
the horrors of war. x883 Lowell Pr. Whs. ( 1890) VI. 201 
Done only by men dissociated from the interests of party. 

b. Chem. To separate the elements of (a com- 
pound), spec, by heat: see Dissociation 2. 

1869 C. A. Joy in Scientific Opinion No. 58. 571/1 A part 
of the vapour of water is decomposed spontaneously or dis- 
sociated in the tube of porous clay. Ibid. 571/2 At the 
temperature of the fusion of silver, water is dissociated and 
no longer exists as water. 2880 Clemenshaw Wurtz A tom. 
Th. 115 The vapour of calomel is dissociated at the high 
temperature at which its density is taken. 

2 . intr. (for rejl.) To withdraw from association, 
cease to associate. 

1866 Maurice Workm. <$• Franchise 237 There is a ten- 
dency to dissociate, to separate, of which each man becomes 
very conscious, in whatever circle he finds himself. 

Hence Dissociated, Dissociating ppl. adjs. 
x6xx Cotgr., Dissocie, dissociated; separated or severed. 
<1x692 Boyle Whs. I, 373 (R.) The dissociating action 
even of the gentlest fire, upon a concrete. 2882 Siemens 
New Theory of Sun in xgCent. April, An inflowing stream 
of dissociated vapours. 1885 Gray Lett. (1893) 776 In their 
limited but dissociated habitats. 

Dissociation (dis^fvi'Jan, -si^jbn). [ad. 
L. dissocidtion-em, n. of action f. dissoeidre to Dis- 
sociate: cf. F. dissociation (16th c. in Littre).] 

X. X'he action of dissociating or the condition of 
being dissociated ; severance ; division ; disunion. 

16x1 Cotgr., Dissociation, a. dissociation .separation of 
fellowship. 26x3-28 Daniel Coll. Hist. Eng. (1626) 4 The 
Brittaines vnderstanding the misery of their dissociation. 
162a Bacon Hen. VII, 88 Associations and Leagues; which 
commonly . . turne to Dissociations and Diuisions. 1790 
Burke Fr. Rev. 276 It will add infinitely to the dissociation, 
distraction, and confusion of these confederate republics. 
1877 E. Caird Philos. Kant 1. 141 The association or dis- 
sociation of one feeling from another. 

2 . Chem. The direct separation of compound 
substances into their primary elements, or into less 
complex compounds ; decomposition, spec, by the 
action of heat. Hence dissociation-point, the tem- 
perature at which such decomposition takes place. 

Applied usually to the separation of a compound into its 
elements by the action of heat alone, without the interven- 
tion of any substance which breaks up the combination by its 
greater chemical affinity for one of the elements ; but some- 
times restricted to such a partial separation of the elements, 
that they reunite when the temperature is lowered below the 
dissociation-point. Others have used it in the wider etymo- 
logical sense of direct separation of elements by any force, 
and applied Thermolysis to dissociation by heat, as distin- 
guished from Electrolysis or decomposition by electricity. 

[1857 Nov, 23 H. Ste. Claire Deville in Journal fie 
llnstitut (title), De la dissociation, ou decomposition 
spontanee des corps, sous l’influence de la chaleur.]^ 1869 
C. A. Joy in Scientific Opinion (article', On Dissociation. 
2872-5 Watts Diet. Chem, VII. 636 As ‘Dissociation* 
might be applied equally well to the separation of a mass 
into its constituent particles . . by any other means, Mohr 
proposes to replace it by the more specific term * Thermo- 
lysis \ 2874 Grove Corn Phys , Forces (ed. 6 ) 52 The term 

* dissociation ' has been applied , . to other cases in which 
heat separates the constituents of a substance without any 
of them combining with another body. x88o Times x Dec. 
to Mr. Norman Lockyer continues his researches on dis- 
sociation, as indicat ed in solar outbursts. 1880 Nature 
XXI. 445 The term dissociation-point is justified by analogy 
with the terms boiling-point and melting-point. 

Dissociative (dis<? ••JVtiv), a. [f. Dissociate 
v. 4- -ive.] Tending to dissociate ; spec, in Chem. 
causing dissociation or direct decomposition, 

2882 Edin. Rev. July 53 The resolution of carbonic acid 
into its elements . . is one of the most familiar instances of 
this transformation of solar radiation into dissociative ac- 
tion. Ibid. 54 Their dissociative power .. dependent upon 
their being made of compound molecules; 
f Dissocrety. Ohs. nonce-wd. [Dis- 9.] The 
opposite of companionship ; mutual aversion. 

x6oa W. Watson Quodlib. Relig. 4- State 104 So vertue 
and vice hauing such a dissocietie. 

Dissocioscope (dis^vjiaskoup). Chem. [a. 
F . dissocioscope, f. L. dissoeidre to Dissociate + 
-scope.] (See quot) 

2882 Jrnl. Chem. Soc.fiiL. 343 Apparatus for showing the 
Dissociation of Ammonium Salts. By D. Tommasi . . This 
apparatus, to which the author gives the name ‘ dissocio- 
scope', consists [etc.]. 


Dissertation, obs. var. of Desolation. 

2422 tr. Seer eta Secret., Priv. Priv. (E. E. T. S.) 192 His 
dissolacion radir pan his consolacioun he seth. 
f Dxssoiogy. Ohs. rare [ad. Gr. Btaao- 
hoyta repetition, f. Uatros double 4- Ao-yoj word.] 
2656 Blount Glossogr., Dissology, the speech of two. 

Dissolubility (dispdi^bi'liti). [f. next 4* -ity ; 
in mod.F. dissolubilitii\ The quality of being 
dissoluble ; capability of being dissolved ; f solu- 
bility in a liquid [obs.). 

x6ix Florio, Dissolubilita , a dissolubility, 1677 Hale 
Prim. Orig. Mart. 1. iii. 84 From the dissolubility of their 
parts. X733 Cheyne Eng. Malady 1. v. § 4 (1734) 40 
Mineral. .Salt, .with its Dissolubility in Water. 1865 Ch. 
Times 12 Aug, 252/3 The theological objection to the dis- 
solubility of marriage. 

Dissoluble (di splk/b’l, dis^li^b’l), a. [ad. L. 
dissoldbil-is that may be dissolved, f. dissolving to 
Dissolve: cf. F. dissoluble (14th c, in Hatz.- 
Darm.).] Capable of being dissolved. 

X. Capable of being separated into elements or 
atoms ; decomposable, disintegrate ; capable of 
being destroyed by complete decomposition, 

1534 More Treat. Passion Wks. 1285/1 The body being 
made of the earth, and mixte wyth other elementes, was of 
nature dyssoluble and mortall. 1665 Hooke Microgr. 105 
Volatil sulphureous parts of dissoluble or combustible bodies. 
1768-74 Tucker Lt. Nat. (1852) I. 314 Making the soul 
compounded, dissoluble, and perishable. 1839 J, H. New- 
man Par. Serm. IV. xii. 218 That which is material is 
dissoluble, 1868 Tennyson Lucretius 1x5 How then should, 
the Gods Being atomic not be dissoluble? 
f 2 . Capable of being dissolved in a liquid ; so- 
luble. Obs. 

2641 French Distill, v. (1651) 165 The water .. carryeth 
along with it some of the dissoluble parts of the mine. 1769 
E. Bancroft Guiana 74 A yellowish gum, dissoluble in an 
aqueous menstruum. 2809 Pearson in Phil. Trans. XCIX. 
339 That the whole of this oxide is not dissoluble in the acid. 

3 . Of a chain, knot, or anything that binds: 
Capable of being loosened or unfastened (see Dis- 
solve 5) ; usually Jig. of a ‘ tie r , connexion, etc. : 
Capable of being undone (see Dissolve 10). 

c x6oo Swinburne SPousals (1686) 225 The same Spousals 
were, .dissoluble by occasion of Fornication, a 2639 Mar- 
mion Antiquary 1. Dram. Wks. (1875) 205 If I stand link’d: 
unto you, The Gordian knot were less dissoluble. 2645 
Milton Tetrach. (1851) 170 That Mariage is indissoluble, 
is not Catholickly true ; wee know it dissoluble for Adultery. 
1803 Wordsw. Depart. Jr. Grasmere a The gentlest Shade 
that walked Elysian plains Might sometimes covet dis- 
soluble chains. 1878 Seeley Stein 1 . 209 The connexion of 
Austria with Germany was. .far less easily dissoluble. 

4 . That may be dissolved, as an assembly or 
society. 

2642 in Clarendon Hist. Reb. v. § 289 Did not the people 
that sent them look upon them as a body but temporary, 
and dissoluble [ed. 1702 dissolvable] at his majesty’s 
pleasure? 

t Bisso'lubleness. Obs. [f. prec. 4- -ness ] 
The quality of being dissoluble ; solubility. 

1665 Hooice Microgr. 108 This Petrify’d substance ..... was 
differing from Wood .. Fifthly, in its dissolubleness ; for 
putting some drops of distill’d Vinegar upon the Stone, I 
found it . . to yield . . Bubbles. _ 1666 Boyle Orig. Formes $ 
Qual. 11. vii, 244 It acquir’d Dissoiublenesse in Aquafortis* 
Dissolute (drsol'wt), a. (sb.) [ad. L. dissolut- 
us loose, disconnected, pa. pple. of dissolvere to 
loosen, disunite, Dissolve ,* cf. F. dissolu. 

The appearance of the senses in Eng. does not correspond 
with their original development in Latin.] 
f 1 . Having their connexion or union dissolved ; 
disconnected, disjoined, disunited. Ohs. 

1541 R. Copland Guydon's Quest. Chirnrg. C j, Nature . . 
wyl nat leue them [membres sparmatyf] thus dyssolute, re- 
ioyneth and knytteth them the best that she may. 1578 
Banister .Hist, Man 1. 3 It were requisite, that the., bones 
should neither be dissolute and unioyned, nor yet altogether 
whole, and continual). 1651 Hobbes Leviath. iii. xlii. 278 
The part excommunicated is no longer a Church, but a dis- 
solute number of individual! persons. 1651 — Govt. tySoc. 
vii, § 10. 107 It is no longer a Court, or one Person, but a 
dissolute multitude without any supreme power. 

f 2 . Relaxed, enfeebled, weak ; wanting consist- 
ence or firmness of texture or temperament. Obs. 

c 1450 tr, De Imitations m. xlv, But I be holpen of he & 
inwardly en formed, I am made all leuke & dissolute. 1577 
Hanmer Anc. Eccl. I/isf. (1619) 188 You loose hands, and 
dissolute knees, ye shall be strengthened. 1607 Tofsell 
Four-f. Beasts (1658) 345 The flesh of the Alzabo . .is of a 
slender and* dissolute substance. 1684 tr. Bonet’s Merc. 
Compit. iv. 120 This lax and dissolute consistency [of the 
blood]. , makes it apt to dissolve into Serum. x8x6 Coleridge 
Slatesm. Man. 354 Vital warmth . . relaxing the rigid, con- 
solidating the dissolute, and giving cohesion to that which 
is about to sink down. 

f 3 . Having the energies, attention, etc. relaxed ; 
wanting firmness, strictness, or assiduity; loose, 
lax. slack, careless, negligent, remiss. Obs. 

138a Wyclif Prov. xix. 15 Slouthe sendeth in slep ; and a 
dissolut [1388 negligent] soule shal hungre. £1430 Lydg. 
Minor P. (1840) 245 (Matz.) Now passyng besy, now dis- 
solut, now ydil. 1574 Whitgift De/. Aunsw. ill. Wks. 1851 
1 . 330 Neither the law was then cruel, neither yet the gospel 
is now dissolute for the greatness of forgiveness. 15891 
Hakluyt Voy. 188 Through meere dissolute negligence shee 
[a Ship] perished on a sand. X597 Hooker Eccl. Pol. v. lxxii. 
§ 18 To temper the minde, lest contrarie affection comming 
in place should make it too profuse and dissolute. 1629 
W. Sclater Exp. x Thess. (1630) 459 Alas, how cold . . are our 


,513 


DISSOLUTIOBTST, 


DISSOLUTE. 

affections often ? How dissolute our practice ? How dull 
our memory? 

+ 4. Unrestrained in behaviour or deportment ; 
not subject to proper restraint; loose, wanton. (In 
qnot. 1620, Wasteful, lavish.) Obs. (exc. as in- 
volved in 5 ). 

c 1460 Stans Piier 20 (MS. Hart, 2251) in Babees Bk. 26 
With dissolute [MS. Lamb, wantowne] laughters do thow 
non offence To-fore thy souerayn. 1526 Pilgr. Per/. (W. de 
W. 1531) 9; b, What cause hast y u to be so dissolute & merv ? 
1616 Surfl. &_Markh. Country Far me 117 This cattell is 
foolish and dissolute, easie to stray abroad hither and 
thither, con trarie vnto sheepe, which keepe together. 1620 
Shelton Don Quixote n. iv, A great deal of Goods . . of all 
which the young man remained a dissolute Lord. x6$z 
Needham tr. Selden’s Mare CL 45 A rude sort Of men, with- 
out Laws, without Government, free and dissolute [ liberum 
aique solid um\ 1713 Berkeley Guardian No. 3 f 1 It is a 
certain Characteristick of a dissolute and ungoverned mind 
to rail or speak disrespectfully of them. 

b. Careless or lawless in style. Now rare. 

1566 T, Stapleton Ret , Untr. Jewel Epist., Your maner 
of writing is'.', so Dissolut Loose and Negligent. 1619 W. 
Sclater Exp. 1 These. (1630) 559 Either hee is too profound, 
or too plaine . . too dissolute, or too exact. 1718 Prior 
Solomon Pref., Heroic with continued rhyme .. was found 
too dissolute and wild. 1771 H. Walpole Ferine’s Auecd. 
Paint. IV. i. (R.) A loose, and, if I may use the word, a dis- 
solute kind of painting. 1851 R us kin Stones Veu. (1874) I. 
xvii. 184 The dissolute dulness of English Flamboyant. 

5. That has thrown off the restraints of morality 
and virtue ; lax in morals, loose-living; licentious, 
profligate, debauched. (Of persons, their actions, 
etc.) The current sense. 

1513 Bradshaw St. Werburge 1. 28 "Dyssolute man folow- 
yng sensualyte. 1548 Hall Chron ., Rich. Ill (an, 2)^32 b, 
A woman geven to carnal! affection, and dissolute livinge. 
1598 Shaks. Merry IF. in. iii. 204 Wee will yet haue more 
trickes with Falstafle : his dissolute disease will scarse obey 
this medicine. 1671 Milton P. R. ii, 150 Belial, the dis- 
solutest Spirit that fell, The sensualest, and, after Asmodai, 
The fleshliest Incubus. 1729 Butler Serm. Wks. 1874 II. 
13 The many untimely deaths occasioned, by a dissolute 
course of life. 1874 Green Short Hist. vi. § 1. 267 The 
nobles were as lawless and dissolute at home as they were 
greedy and cruel abroad. 

B. sb. A dissolute person, a profligate, rare . 

x 6 o 3 Day Hum. out ofBr. iv. iii, Did your euer conuerse 
with a more straunger dissolute ? 1824 Landor Wks. (1846) 
1. 177 pi Half the dissolutes in the parish. 1838 Southey Poet’s 
Pilgrim . n. in. x. note, The homely but scriptural appella- 
tion . . has been delicately softened down . . Helen Maria 
Williams names her [Ch. of Rome] the Dissolute of Babylon, 

U There are many instances of dissolute for deso- 
late (t dissolate), mostly scribal or typographical 
errors, sometimes perh. owing to actual confusion. 

2509 Hawes Past. Pleas, xxxvi. i, A place of dissolute 
darkenes. 16x2 Brerewood Lang. $Relig. x. 83 Greece. . 
more dissolute then any region of Europe subject to the 
Turk, 1834 T. Crofton Croker Fairy Leg. S. Irel. 135 
I got ashore, somehow or other . . upon a dissolute island. 

+ Dissolute, v. Obs. rare . [f. Dissolute ai] 
trans. To render dissolute. 

2679 Prance Addit. JYarr. Pop. Plot 29 The ready way 
to new-mould a Nation, is, first to dissolute and debauch it. 
t Brssolnted, ppl. a. Obs . rare. [f. L. disso- 
liit-tis (see Dissolute a.) + -ed.] a. Dissolved, 
b. Loosened, unfastened, loose. 

2606 G. W[oodcocke] tr. Hist. Jvstine 69 a, Protesting 
that al inueterate malice and displeasure, which hee had 
against him. .was now dissoluted. a 1770 Smart Temple of 
Dulness (R.) Mad Mathesis ; her feet all bare, Ungirt, un« 
trimm’d, with dissoluted hair. 

Dissolutely, adv. [f. Dissolute a. + -ly 2 .] 
In a dissolute manner. 

+ 1. Loosely, slackly; carelessly, negligently; 
recklessly. Obs. 

2553 Brende Quintus Curtins fol. 285 (R.) [They] mer- 
ueilea . . he durst go so dissolutelye amonges those 
nacions . . the barbarous people reputinge his rashenes, for 
an assured confidence. 2560 Becon New Cateck. iv. Prayer 
Wks. 376 We nede not to come slackely and dissolutly, but 
rather diligently & earnestly vnto prayer. 1606 Holland 
Sue ton, 19 Sulla .. admonished the nobles oftentimes. To 
beware of the boy that went girded so dissolutely. 2736 
Butler A fiat. 11. 314 Dissolutely to neglect their own greater 
Good, for the sake of a present lesser Gratification. 

+ 2. Unrestrainedly, lavishly. Obs. 

2561 T. Norton Calvin’s Inst. 1, Pref., They , .thynke that 
God is not rightly worshypped, vnlesse altogether they he 
dissolutely set out with exquisite gorgeousnesse, or rather 
with outragious excesse. 2589 Putten ham Eng. Poesie iii. 
xxiv. (Arb.) 297, I haue seene forraine Embassadours in the 
Queenes presence laugh so dissolutely. 2596 Shaks. i Hen. 
IF, 1. ii. 39 A Purse of Gold most resolutely snatch’d on Mon- 
day night, and most dissolutely spent on Tuesday Morning. 

3. In a profligate manner ; licentiously ; in dis- 
sipation and debauchery. 

2550 Crowley Last Trump. 619 To lyue. .dissolutly, thou 
shouldste be vnto them offence. 2612 Bible Wisd. xii. 23 
Men haue . . liued dissolutely and vnrighteously. 1712 
Strype Parker an. 2563 11. xvii, The queen’s subjects lived 
dissolutely, vainly and luxuriously. 2859 Tennyson Enid 
1124 Roisterers, Femininely fair and dissolutely pale. 

Dissoluteness, [f. as prec. + -NESS.] The 
quality of being dissolute (in various senses). 

1 1. Remissness, negligence, carelessness. Obs. 

2576 Fleming Panopl. Epist. 97 She chargeth Anthonie 
with dissolutenesse in duetie. Ibid. 356 This our dissolute- 
nesse and negligence. 2619 W. Sclater Exp. x These. (1630) 
558 Our dissoluteness hath beene too palpable, in praying 
God's. blessing vpon our endeuours. 


+ 2. Absence or abandonment of restraint ; wan- 
tonness, excess, extravagance. Obs. 

2580 J. Hatcher in Ellis Grig. Lett. Ser. 1. III. 32 note. 
Which requireth rather diligence in study, then dissolute- 
ness in plays. 2667 Marvell Corr, cciiLWks. 2872-5 II. 402 
The dissoluteness of grief, the prodigality of sorrow. 2690 
Norris Beatitudes (2692) 51 All manner of odd Postures and 
Gestures up to the height of an Antick Dissoluteness. 

3. Looseness of manners and morals ; licentious- 
ness, profligacy. 

1549 Coverdale, etc. Erasm. Par. Rev. viii. (R.) A .. 
whyppe,whiche shoulde scourge and punyshe the christen- 
dome fallyng into synne and dyssolutenes. 2603 Florio 
Montaigne 11. xii. ( 1632) 244 The dissolutenesse of the Pre- 
lates and. people of those dayes. 2739 Shelvocke A rtillery 
iii. 170 People who would spend their lives in Debauchery 
and Dissoluteness. 1855 Macaulay Hist. Eng. IV. 456 The 
most dissolute cavaliers stood aghast at the dissoluteness of 
the emancipated precisian. 

Dissolution (disoM-Jon). [In some senses 
a. F .dissolution ( 12 th c. in Hatz.-Darm.), in others 
ad. L. dissolutibn-em, n. of action from dissolvers 
to break up, Dissolve.] The action of dissolving 
or fact of being dissolved, in various senses ofthevb. 

1. Separation into parts or constituent elements ; 
reduction of any body or mass to elements or 
atoms ; destruction of the existing condition ; dis- 
integration, decomposition. 

1398 Trevisa Barth. de P. R. xix. xlvii. (1495) 890 Though 
bytter thynges haue lesse hete than sharpe thynges of 
sauour yet it makith more dissolucion and departynge in 
the tonge. 2471 Ripley Comp. A Ich. 111. xiv. Tn Ashm. 
(1652) 142 Ells shall no kyndly Dyssolucyon be, Nor Putry- 
fyyng shall thou none see. 1597 Morley Introd. Mus. 163 
A hereditarie lepresie in a mans bodie is vncurable without 
the dissolution of the whole. 2667 Milton P. L. xii. 459 
When this worlds dissolution shall be ripe. 2736 Butler 
Anal. 1 . i. 21 The dissolution of flesh, skin and bones. 2839 
Scott Anne of G. xxxiii, The vault where the long-de- 
scended Counts of Provence awaited dissolution. 1862 H. 
Spencer First Princ. 11. xii. § 97 Dissolution is the absorp- 
tion of motion and concomitant disintegration of matter, 
b. In a theory of disease, opposed to evolution. 
2833 Hughlings Jackson cited in Syd. Soc. Lex. 2894 
— Factors of Insanities 3 , 1 have often urged that for the 
scientific study of maladies of the Nervous System, we 
should investigate them as Dissolutions (reversals of Evo- 
lution) of this or that part of the nervous system. Ibid. 8 
Studying insanities as Dissolutions- as reversals of evolution 
—of the highest cerebral centres. 

2. The reduction of a substance from the solid to 
the liquid form; liquefaction. Now only the melting 
into water or the like ; formerly, also, — fusion. 

1598 Shaks. Merry W. m. v. 118 A man of my Kidney. . 
that am as subiect to beate as butter . . A man of continuall 
dissolution, and thaw. 2626 Bacon Sylva § 291 Metals 
give Orient and fine Colours in Dissolution, a 2662 Fuller 
Worthies (1840) I. 221 It happened in the year 1657, upon 
the dissolution of the great snow. 1779 J. Moore View 
Soc. Fr. (1789) I. x’xvi. 212 The rays of the sun .. occasion 
an unequal dissolution of the ice. 1802 Acerbi Trav. 1 . 396 
Inundations, .caused by the dissolution of the ice and snow. 
*t b. Of the blood : see quots. Obs. 

2727-52 Chambers Cycl., Dissolution of the blood is an 
affection of that humour, directly opposite to coagulation. 
2883 Syd. Soc. Lex., Dissolution, .formerly applied by the 
humoral physicians to a diminution of consistence of the 
blood. 

3. The process of dissolving ot condition of being 
dissolved in a liquid ; solution. Now rare or Obs. 

[1558 see b.] 2641 French Distill, i. (1651) xo Dissolution, 
is the turning of bodies into a liquor by the addition of some 
humidity. 2692 Ray Dissol. World iv. (1732) 54 The Dis- 
solution of salt or sugar in water. 2707 Curios, in Hush. $ 
Gard, 166 Aqua Fortis is the best for the Dissolution of 
Metals. 1838 Dickens Nick. Nick, vii, Allowing for the dis- 
solution of the sugar. 

+ b. concr. The result of this ; the liquid with 
what is dissolved in it ; a solution. Obs. 

2558-68 Warde tr. Alexis' Seer. 5 a, To make a naturall 
dissolution of fine gold ; and when you will take of it, take 
two parts of the said licor, and one part of the dissolution of 
y® gold. 1626 Bacon Sylva § 78 9 Dissolue the Iron in the 
Aqua Fortis : And weigh the Dissolution. 1707 Curios, in 
Husb. Gard. 304 Dissolve it in. .Spirit of Nitre : set the 
dissolution to evaporate. 

1 4. Hurtful relaxation, softening, or weakening ; 
enfeeblement. Obs. 

C1400 Maundev. (1839) xv. 163 For the grete distresse of 
the hete . . for the gret dissolucioun of the Body. 2601 
Holland Pliny II. 288 The decoction ..helpeth the feeble- 
nesse and dissolution of the sinewes. 2620 Venner Via 
Recta viii. x66 Dolorous Gouts . . tortures and dissolutions 
of the limmes. 265s Ter. Taylor Holy Living ii. § 1 
A longing after sensual pleasures is a dissolution of the 
spirit of a man, and makes it loose, soft, and wandering. 
1683 Burnet tn More's Utopia 222 There must follow a Dis- 
solution of Justice, the chief Sinew of Society. 

5. The condition of being loose from due re- 
straint; + excess, extravagance (obs.) ; laxity of 
behaviour or morals ; dissolute living, dissolute- 
ness (arch.). 

c 2400 Rom. Rose 4001 It [youthe] ledith man now up now 
doun In mochel dissolucioun. 2482 Monk of Evesham (Arb.) 
88 Them whiche wastyn the godys of the holy chyrche 
wherby they were made ryche in dyssolucyon of clothyng, 
in voluptuous metys and pompys of the world. 1526 Pilgr. 
Perf. (W. deW. 1532)85 b, Flye dissolucyon & wantonnesse. 
*553 Becon Reliques of Rome (1563) 162* They for their 
vnthankefuloesse & dissolution of lyfe, were depriued of the 
holy communion. 1647 Power of Keys Pref. 2 Wickednesse 
and dissolution of manners was. to be looltt on as the only 


heresy, 2652 J. Taylor Holy Living ii. § 1 These Jamed 
his youthful aptnesses to dissolution'. 2707 Norris 'Treat. 
Humility vi. 271 Nothing more betrays dissolution 01 
thought . . than a vain foppish dress. 2866 Cornh . Mag. Nov. 
634 After the general peace of 2814, dissolution began to 
decrease in high places. 

t b. with pi. An instance of this; a dissolute 
act or practice ; an extravagance or excess. Obs. * 

CX430 Lydg. Bochas (1558) 11. xv. 1 Fleshly lustes and dis- 
solutions. 2483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 150 b/x Lerne to be stylle 
& teschewe all dissolucions. 2490 — Eneydos vi. 23 He 
sheweth the dyssolucyons and peruersfc condycyons that 
ben in the sexe femynyne, 2579 Tomson Calvin’s Serm . 
Tim . 130/2 That.. all dissolutions, vile and wicked actes be 
suppressed. 2652-3 Jer. Taylor Serm. for year. Of Godly 
Fear hi. (1678) 61 Restraint of gaieties and dissolutions. 

6. The relaxation or undoing of any tie, bond, or 
binding power; the dissolving of a connexion, 
union, etc. (Cf. Dissolve 10 , 11 .) 

c 2534 tr. Pol. Ferg. Hist. (Camden, No. 29) 5 Upon disso- 
lution of that treatie. 2548 Hall Chron., Edw. IF. (an. 4) 
195 b, The cause of dissolucion of their amitie and league. 
2052 J. Taylor Holy Living ii. § 2_ The loosing the bands 
of the tongue, and the very first dissolution of its duty is 
one degree of intemperance. 2840 Penny Cycl. XVII. 294/2 
A marriage of a feme-sole trader is also a dissolution of 
a partnership at will. 2856 Froude Hist. Eng. (1858) I. ii. 
220 Even if the marriage .. had never been^ questioned, he 
might justly have desired the dissolution of it. 

7. The breaking up, dismissal, or dispersion of 
an assembly or association ; the termination of the 
existence of a constituted body of persons (e.g. of 
the monasteries, and now esp. of Parliaments 

*535 Act 27 Hen. VIII, c. 26. jj 26 Immediately vpon the 
prorogacion or dissolucion of this present parliament. 2652 
Hobbes Lcviaih. 11. xxii. 1 16 The Assembly may be punished 
..by dissolution, or forfeiture of their Letters. 2659 B* 
Harris ParivaTs Iron Age 289 Some moneths before the 
dissolution of the Parliament. 1730 Magna Brit. V. 762/2 
Herdwick Priors . . continued in the Monks Hands till the 
Dissolution. 1765 Blackstone Comm. 1. ii. 180 A dissolu- 
tion is the civil death of the parliament. 1831 Sir J. Sin- 
clair Corr. II. 373 Since the dissolution of the Board of 
Agriculture. 2862 Lu. Brougham _ Brit. Const, xiii. 284 
The dissolution of the monasteries in Henry VIII’s reign. 
1874 Green Short Hist. viii. § 2. 462 The conversion of 
the King was followed by a quiet dissolution of the Hugue- 
not party. 

8. Termination of life ; death, decease. 

Variously understood as ‘departure or release from life % 

* separation of the soul from the body’, and ‘ disintegration 
of the body \ See Dissolve 6. 

2522 More De quat. Noviss. Wks. 77 The disolucion and 
seueraunce of the soule fro the body. 2568 Bible (Bishops’) 
2 T im. iv. 6 The time of my dissolution [Gr. avaAvaewf, L. reso- 
lutions', earlier Eng. vv., from Wycl. 1388 departing] is at 
hande. 2596-7 S. Finche in Ducarel Hist. Croydon App. 
(1783) 152 Thanks to Almightie God for Mr. Comptroller’s 
dissolucion from the bondage of his corrupt© bodie. 2641 
Hinde J. Bmen lx. 202 Death is but a passage unto life, a 
dissolution of soule and body for a season. 2658 Sir T. 
Browne Hydriot, i. 2 Men have been most phantastical in 
the singular contrivances of their corporall dissolution. 271a 
Steele Sped, No. 263 r 1 He waits the Day of his 
Dissolution with a Resignation mixed with Delight. 2750 
Johnson Rambler No. 29 22 It is absurd to he afraid of 

the natural dissolution of the body. 2827 J. W. Croker 
6 Aug, in Croker Papers (2884), His breathing is difficult, 
and. .there are all the symptoms of approaching dissolution. 
2856 Sir B. Brodie Psychol. Inq, I.iv.232 Some dje retain- 
ing all their faculties, and quite aware that their dissolution 
is at hand. 

9. The action of bringing or condition of being 
brought to an end ; undoing, termination, destruc- 
tion, ruin; breaking up, disintegration, disorgan- 
ization (of a connected system, etc.). 

2528 Gardiner in Pocoek Rec. Ref. 1 . 1 . 102 That realm were 
like to come to dissolution, a 2625 Fletcher Nice Valour 
m. ii, I doubt not . . To see a dissolution of all bloodshed. 
2677 Hale Prim. Orig. Man. 11. x. 230 Down to the last 
Dissolution of their City under Titus. 2728 Young Love 
Fame vi. (1757) 154 Such dissolution through the whole 
I find, ’Tis not a world, but chaos of mankind. 2855 Mil- 
man Lat. Chr. ix. iii. (1864) V. 242 He had but to wait the 
dissolution of Otho’s power; it crumbled away of itself. 
2883 S. F. Smith How Ch. Eng. washed her face 22 The 
same dissolution of morals and irreligious spirit had existed, 
f h. Mus. (See quot.) Obs. 

1764 Croker, etc. Did. Arts # Sc., Dissolution, in music, is 
when a sound in the enharmonic genus is lowered three 
dieses ; for thereby that genus is dissolved, and the music. . 
is chromatic. 

+ 10. Solution, resolution (of a question, etc,). 
Obs. rare. ■' 

1549 Latimer* s 5th Serm. lef Edw. VI, (Arb.) 232 margin, 
M. Latimer returneth to hys former question and to the 
dissolucion of the same. 

Dissolu'tional, a* U- prec. + -al.] Of or 
pertaining to dissolution. 

1889 J. M. Robertson Ess. towards Crit. Meih. 4 Lon- 
ginus. -has the note of that long dissolutional epoch. 1895 
Pall Mall G. 6 July 2/2 The Factory Bill . . has passed in 
dissolutional and dissolute haste, and it can be amended, if 
necessary, at consolidating leisure. 

Dissolu'tionism, [f. as prec. + -ism.] The 
doctrine or principles of dissolutionists. 

2894 Swinburne Studies in Prose 4* Poetry 102 Dis- 
unionism, dissolutionism, or communalism. 

Dissolu’tionist. [f. as prec. + -ist.] One 
who advocates or aims at dissolution. Also attrib. 

2882 Pall Mall G. 23 Sept. 2 The dissolution^ campaign 
of M. Gambetta’s friends. 2882 Fraser's Mag. XXVI, 232 
This is the reactionary, and in some degree dissolutionist, 
party in the Union.. 
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DISSOLUTION'S. 

f Dissolii’tlous, a. Oh. rare , Inclined to dis- 
soluteness. 

3560 Sheph. Kat. v;i. Tree of Vices, Sloth xiii, To draw 
and goe to such as be dissolutions Or that they doe and 
make dissolute. 

Dissolutive (di*s<ft J «tiv), a. Now rare, [f. 
I., dissolut- ppl. stem + -ivk : prob. immed. ad. 
rned.L. dissoluilv-us or F. dissolutif] 

1 . Having the property of dissolving ; producing 
dissolution or disintegration ; dissolvent. 

c 1400 Lanfranc's Cirurg. 2x0 To empostyms of blood j?ou 
mist do medicyns repercussifs & dissolutiuis sotiliy. 1537 
Andrew Brimswyke's Distyll. Waters Rv, It hath vertue 
attractyfe and dyssolutyfe. i 65 a J. Chandler VauHel- 
wont's Oriat. 76 Air wants in it self, a dissolutive principle 
of it self, axbgt Boyle Wks. V. 500 (R.) The air might 
promote the dissolutive action of the menstruum. 

2 . Pertaining to, or of the nature of, dissolution 
or disintegration. 

1886 Myers Phantasms of Living Introd. 43 We have 
induced [by hypnotism] a change of personality which is 
not per se either evolutive or dissolutive. 

f Dissolutory, a. Oh, rare. [f. as prec. + 
-oky.] «prec. 1. 

1757 tr. HenckeVs Pyritol 357 Fermentative, intestine, 
dissolutory motion. 

Dissolvable, a. Also -ible. [f. Dissolve 
v. + -able : substituted (in part) for Dissoluble 
from L. type dissoluhilis.\ Capable of being dis- 
solved ; dissoluble. 

1 . Capable of being separated or reduced into 
its formative elements ; decomposable. 

%54X R. Copland Guydons Quest Chirurg., For the 
substaunce seldom dyssoluable lyghtly it [the liver] oughte 
to haue medycyne somwhat styptyke. i66x E. Borroughs 
Flea to King cone. Quakers Ded. 1 You are but men. .and 
your substance but dissolvable clay. 1677 Hale Prim. 
Orig. Man, 1, iii. 86 Man that is even upon the intrinsick 
constitution of his nature dissolvible. Ibid, 1. v. 1x2 A com- 
position iutrinsecally dissolvable. i86x L. L. Noble Ice- 
bergs 114 It [an iceberg] is as dissolvable as the clouds from 
which it originally fell. 

2 . Capable of being liquefied or melted ; fusible ; 
Soluble. ? Oh. 

1653 H. More Antid. Atk. 1. xt. (1712) 35 The Brains 
generally are easily dissolvable into a watery Consistence. 
x668 Wilkins Real Char. 169 Dissolvable, by Water, or by 
Fire. 1711 Steele Sped. No. 95 p 3 Children, when crossed 
. .how dissolvable they are into Tears. 1733 Ciieyne Eng. 
Malady 1. v. § 3 (1734) 38 Salts.. hard, and dissolvible only 
by Water. 1794 Sullivan View Nat I. 461 All the metals, 
excepting plauna and gold, are dissolvable by aqua fortis. 

3 . Of a connexion, union, society, etc. : Capable 
of being undone or having its existence put an end 
to ; terminable, destructible. 

16O1-6 J. Scott Chr. Life (1747) III. 392 The Obligations 
of divine Commands are dissolvable only by divine Counter- 
mands. 3702 [see Dissoluble 4]. 1861 Lowell E Pluribus 
Unum Prose Wks. 1890 V. 63 We are not a mere partner- 
ship, dissolvable . . by mutual consent, .but a nation. 

Hence DissolvahiTity ( -ibility in Richardson 
1S56), DissoTvableness (in Craig 1847). 
Dissolvant, obs. var. of Dissolvent. 

+ Dissolvative, a. Oh. rare, [f. next + 
-ative.] a. Having the property of dissolving, 
dissolutive. b. That tends to dissolve readily. 

1577 Frampton Joyful News 1. (1596) 8 Balsamo . . is 
dissoluatiue, and so ft doeth consume .. swellinges. 1580 
— Monardes Med \ against Venom x 18 The use of good 
Meates easie and dissolvative. 

Dissolve (dizpiv), v. Also 4-6 dyssolve, 
5-6 desol ve. [ad. L, dissolv-ere to loosen asunder, 
disunite, dissolve, f. Dxs- 1 + solvere to loosen, 
Solve.] I. Transitive senses. 

1 . To loosen, or put asunder the parts of; to reduce 
to its formative elements ; to destroy the physical 
integrity ; to disintegrate, decompose. (Now rare 
or Oh. exc. as associated with other senses.) 

138a Wyclif 2 Cor. v. x If cure erthely hous of this dwel- 
lyng be dissolued . . we han a bildyng of God, an hous not 
maad by hondis, euerlastinge. c 1400 Three Kings Cologne 
123 pe bod yes of ]>es ill kyngis wexed corrupt and were 
dissolued & turned iu to powdre. 1500-20 Dunbar Poems 
(Sc. T. S.) Ixxiii. 244 Now cled in gold, dissoluit now 
in ass (= ashes). 1611 Coryat Crudities 41^ If it were 
a strong bridge, they could not dissolue It with so great 
expedition. 1722 Wollaston Relig. Nat . ix. § 8. 193; 
Whether that soul . .can think at all when the body is quite 
dissolved. 1775 Priestley A ir 1 . 266 V egetable and animal 
substances dissolved by putrefaction .. emit phlogiston. 
1843-4 Emerson Ess., Intellect Wks. (Bohn) I. 134 Water 
dissolves wood, and iron, and salt. 

Jig. 1589 Puttgnham Eng. Poesie ir. xiv. [xv.] (Arb.) 140 
Make your choise of very few words dactilique, or. .dissolue 
and breake them into, other feete. 1642 Fuller Holy $ 
Prof. St ut. xxiv. 221 We may for a while dissolve our 
continued discourse into a dialogue. 

2 . To melt or reduce into a liquid condition, a. 
To melt by heat ; to fuse. Now rare or Oh. 

1382 Wyclif 2 Pet. iii. 10 Elementes shulen be dissolued 
H hete. 1x400 Lanfrand s Cirurg. 342 pe gummys schulen 
be . . dissolued wi J? fier. 1530 PALSGR.522/1 , 1 dissolve, as heate 
dothe lycour, whan it is frosen. 1600 Hakluyt Voy. (1810) 
III. 48 Before the Sunne hath warmed the ayre, and dis- 
solved the yce. 1793 Sm baton Edystone L. § 274 The metal 
at each end having a considerable, heat, it was found prac- 
ticable to dissolve both the ends of the former masses. 
t b. To liquefy by- contact with or immersion in a 
liquid ; to diffuse the molecules of (a solid or gas) 


in a liquid so that they are indistinguishable from 
it; to melt {in something), make a Solution of. 
(Predicated of a personal agent, or of the liquid.) 

Dissolve away, out: to remove or extract (from a compound 
mass) by dissolving. 

[c 1380 Wyclif Set Wks. 1 1 1 . 68 Men axen comounly, whi 
salt is dissolved pus, but cristal and ©here stoones ben not 
loosid as o|>ir salt] 2460-70 Bk. Quintessence 9 Putte 
panne yn |>e watir corosyue Sal armoniac and watir 
wijxmte doute wol dissolue gold into watir. 1563 T. Gale 
Antid. n. 62 The Hammoniacum dissolued in Vinegar. 
1677 Grew Solution of Salts in A nat Plants , $c. vii.(i 68 i) 
299 Two Ounces of Water will dissolve three Ounces of 
Loaf-Sugar. 1791 Hamilton Berdiollefs Dyeing I. 1. 1. i. 
it The iron may be dissolved in the muriatic acid. 1854 J. 
Scqffern in Orrs Circ. Sc. Chem. 24 Various salts . . may 
be dissolved out by lixiviation. 1873 A. W. Williamson 
Chem . Students (ed. 3) xiv. § 87 At i5°C. water dissolves 
about twice its volume of chlorine gas ; 1875 Dawson pawn 
of Life iv. 83 By dissolving away their shells with acid. 

3 . In various Jig. applications of senses 1 and 2 : 
esp. To melt or soften the heart or feelings of ; to 
cause to ‘ melt ’ into tears, grief, etc. ; to relax or 
enervate with pleasure, luxury, etc. ; to immerse or 
absorb in some engrossing occupation. Chiefly in 
passive. (Now rare exc. in phr. dissolved in tears, 
or in direct figures from sense 2 b.) 

1509 Hawes Past. Pleas, xxxiv. xix, Her hardy harte she 
gan for to dissolve. 1632 Milton Penseroso 165 In service 
high, and anthems clear, As may. .Dissolve me into ecstasies. 
1679 Penn Addr. Prot. 1. 38 Dissolv'd in Pleasures, he 
worshipp’d no other God. 1707 Watts Hymn, ‘ A las ! 
and did my Saviour bleed T v. Dissolve my Heart in 
Thankfulness, And melt my Eyes to Tears. 1792 D’Israeli 
Cur. Lit., Libraries , Henry Rantzall , . whose days were 
dissolved in the pleasures of reading. 1800 Mrs. Hervey 
Mourtray Fam. IV. 183 Mrs. Lenmer was dissolved in 
tears the whole evening. 1843 Carlyle Past f Pr. m. 
iii. (1872) 130 Action hangs, as it were, dissolved in Speech. 

f 4 . To relax, weaken, enfeeble, in body or bodily 
strength. Obs. 

c 1400 Lanf ranc's Cirurg. 16 To myche slepinge . . feblib 
his veitewes .. To myche wakynge dissolfip & consumed 
hys spirites. c 1400 Maundev. (Roxb.) x viii. 81 ]>e grete 
violence of hete, j?at dissoluez haire bodys. £1534 tr. Pot 
Verg. Hist (Camden, No. 29) 180 That sorceres Elyzabeth 
the quene .. with her witchcraft hath so enchantyd me that 
by tnanoyance thereof I am dissolvyd. 1563 Homilies n. 
Agst. Gluttony , Oft commeth sodaine death . . by banquet- 
yng sometyme the members are dyssolued. 

5 . To loosen, unfasten, detach, release, set free. 
(lit and Jig.) arch. 

c 1420 Pallad. on Hush. iv. 29 Yit must it [the vine-stalk] 
be dissolved ever amonge Oute of this bonde, lest it . . Be 
letted to encrece. 1548 Act 2-3 Edw. VI, c. 23. § 1 The 
partie who disked to be dissolved from the marriage. 2560 
Rolland Crt. Venus iv. 458 Venus gart ane .. Nimphe .. 
Dissolue his handis quhilks . . fast bundxn war. 1606 G. 
W[oodcocke] tr. Hist. Ivstine 87 b, Occasion . .. to pull and 
dissolue their neckes out of the yoke, c 1611 Chapman 
Iliad viii. 44 There his horse he check’d, Dissolved them 
from his chariot. 1727-46 Thomson Summer 1310 As the 
soft touch dissolved the virgin zone. 1817 Shelley Rev. 
Islam 1. xiii. 8 Dissolve in sudden shock those linked rings, 
f 8. To release from life ; to cause the dissolution 
or death of ; usually in pass, to die, depart. Obs. 

Used chiefly with reference to Phil. i„ 23, where the 
Vulgate has the passive dissolvi for the original active 
dvaAiWi (here depart’; also trans. = ‘ dissolve '). Various 
notions were app. attached to the expression by those who 
used it, some associating it with the dissolution of the 
bodily framework (cf. quots. 1382, 1400, 1722 in x) ; some 
thinking of the dissolution of the union between soul and 
body, etc. 

c 1374 Chaucer Boeth. 1. pr. iii, Ofte a swifte houre dis- 
soluep J?® same man, |?at is to seyne whan b® soule departij? 
fro b® body. 1382 Wyclif Phil i. 23 Hauyng desyr for to 
be dissolued [g&w, or departid the soule fro body], ri45o 
tr. De Imitaiione 1. xii, He desiri'b deb®, b at he mi^t be 
dissolued & be wib crist. 1565 Jewel Def. Apol. (1611) 294 
The Saints, which are dissolued, &. reigne with Christ. 
a 1592 H. Smith Sernt. on Phil. i. 23, Good cause had 
Paul to desire to be with Christ: yet he will not dissolve 
himself, but desire th to be dissolved. 1654 Whitlock 
Zootomies 566 Paul phraseth it, a Wish equall to the Gold 
searching Chymkts endeavours, I desire to be dissolved, 
melted down. a. 1670 Hacket A bp. Williams 11. (1602) 
227 A squinancy . . and a shortness of breath , . which dis- 
solved him in the space of twelve hours. 1736 Wesley 
Wks . (1872) I. 37 O when shall I wish to be dissolved ? 

7 . To cause to vanish or disappear from existence ; 
to bring to nought, undo, destroy, consume. 

C1374 Chaucer Boeth. l pr. iii. 10 pe cloudes of sorowe 
dissolued and don awey, I . . receyuede mynde to knowe 
be face of my fycisden. 1548 Hall Citron., Hen. VI (an. 3) 
88 b, To desolve the siege and raise the assault. 1563 W. 
Fulke Meteors (1640) 35 A great Circle about the Moone, 
betokeneth great cold . . But if it vanish away and bee 
dissolved altogether, it is a signe of fayre weather. 1632 
Lithgow Trav. iii. 120 Occasion .. whereby the peace and 
happinesse of Thebes might be dissolved, 1769 Sir W. 
Jones Palace of Fort. Poems (1777) 18 Each gay phantom 
was dissolv’d in air. 1877 Tyndall in Daily News 2 Oct. 
2/5 That promise is a dream dissolved by the experience of 
eighteen centuries. 

+ 8. Med. To disperse (morbid humours), reduce 
(swellings), remove or assuage (pains or ailments). 
(Also absol .) Obs. 

(Employed variously and vaguely according to context.) 
c 1400 Lanf ranc's Cirurg. 136 Ri^t as be mater of b® 
frenesle. .bi emplastris wiboutforj> I-ieie is dissolued. Ibid. 
238 Anober electuarie bat dissoluih akynge in ioyntis. 1577 
I rampton Joyful N earns 1. (1596) 6 In griefes of swellinges 
. . it [oil] taketh them away and dooth dissolue them. 158s 
Hester Secr.Phiorav, 1. xxiii. 26 You must dissolue the 


Catarre first, and then helpe the Feuer. 1610 Markham 
Masterp, 11. clxxiii, It cleanseth and dissolueth, arid also 
comforteth. 1657 W. Coles Adam in Eden liv, It is avail- 
able in all cold Diseases, .dissolving wind very powerfully. 

9. To break up, dismiss, disperse (an assembly or 
collective body) ; to put an end to the association 
or connexion of ; to terminate the existence of (a 
constituted body or association, e. g. of the monas- 
teries, and now esp. of Parliament.). 

1494 Fabyan Chron. v. cxxxii. 116 When y® Kyng had 
orderyd his matiers ..he dissoluyd this counceyll. 1548 
Hall Chron., Hen. VI (an. 28) 159 b, To be perswaded to 
dissolve his armye. Ibid. (an. 39) 182 The kyng dissolved 
his Parliament. 1586 J. Hooker Girald. Irel. in Holin- 
shed II. 46/2 A religious house of Greie friers . . since dis- 
solued in king Henrie the eights time. 1758 Johnson Idler 
No. 26 P 5 Our school was now dissolved. 1842 Tennyson 
Morie d’Arth. 234 But now the whole Round Table is 
dissolved. 1863 H. Cox Instit. r. vi. 33 Parliament shall 
not be dissolved on the death of the sovereign, 
b. ellipt. — dissolve parliament. 

1868 M. E. G. Duff Pol. Surv. 16 He immediately dis- 
solved and succeeded in throwing out most of the leading 
supporters of his predecessor. 

10. To undo (a tie, bond, knot) ; to put an end 
to, bring to an end (a relation of union, connexion, 
or association, etc.). 

c 1380 Wyclif Sel. Wks. III. 163 Ffor prestis ben weddid 
wib God by holdyng of his lawe, and bis bond is dissolvyd 
both in lif and offis. 1548 Hall Chron., Hen. VI (an. 2) 86 
The ., amitie betwene the French e and Scottishe nacions 
should be shortly broken and dissolved. 1558 Bp. Watson 
Sev. Sacram. xxvii. 173 The Knot of Matrimonie . . can 
not be broken and dissolued. 1638 Sir T. Herbert Trav. 
(ed. 2) 95 An excellent sympathy and union, till Ganganna 
dissolv’d it, having beene till then betwixt 'em. 1767 
Bi-ackstone Comm . II. 187 It is advantageous for the 
joint-tenants to dissolve the jointure. 1776 Gibbon Ded. 
<§• F. I. xvi. 384 They dissolved the sacred ties of custom 
and education. 1841 Lane Arab. Nts. I. 63 When .. the 
marriage is dissolved. 1853 C. Bronte ' Villeite iii. (1876' 
18 The league .. thus struck up was not hastily dissolved. 
Mod. They have dissolved partnership, and started each on 
his own account. 

+ b. To part, sunder (things united). Obs. 

1598 Shaks. Merry W. v. v. 237 She and I (long since 
contracted) Are now so sure that nothing can dissolue vs. 
1608-ix Bp. Hall Medit <$• Vo 7 ves 11, § 49 It unites one 
Christian soule to t another so firmely, that no outward 
occurrences, .can dissolve them. 

11. To undo (something formally ordained or 
established) ; to destroy the binding power, autho- 
rity, force, or influence of; to annul, abrogate. 

3526 Pilgr. Per/. (W. de W 1531) 15 It dissolueth and 
loseth all vowes. 1671 Milton Samson 1149 To frustrate 
and dissolve these magic spells. 1734 tr. Rollin’s Anc. 
Hist. (1827) VIII. xix. viii. 259 To dissolve and annul all 
we have enacted. 1805 Scott Last Minstr. hi. xiii, The 
running stream dissolved the spell, And his own elvish shape 
he took. 1891 Law Times XC. 403 /r The Court of Appeal 
.. dissolved an injunction granted by Justice Kekewich. 

tb. To do away with as false or erroneous; to 
refute, confute. Obs. 

1529 More Dyaloge 67 b/i Whych obieccyon the author 
answereth and dyssolueth. 1551 T. Wilson Logike (1567) 
84 b, The fault that is in the forme ; . maie be dissolued, 
wheu we shewe that the conclusion, is not well proued by 
the former proposicions. a 1555 Philpqt Exam. <<j- Writ. 
(Parker Soc.) 414 All that these men are wont to allege .. 
be all ready dissolved and . . confuted. 184a Abp. Thomson 
Laws Th. § 127 (i860) 271 We may dissolve (Atfeu) the 
argument by showing its unfitness for proof because of 
some formal defect. 

t c. To deny or reject the authority of. [repr. L. 
solvere of the Vulgate in 1 John iv. 3 .] Obs. 

1382 Wyclif i John iv. 3 Ech spirit that dissolueth [gloss, 
or fordoith] Jhesu is not of God [so 1582 Rkent. ; Vnlg. qui 
solvit, after a Gr. v.r. % Ave<]. 1645 Milton Tetrach. 
Matt. xix. 3 Our Lord, .intended not to dissolve Moses. 

12. To solve, resolve, explain (a question, doubt, 
etc.), arch. 

1549 Latimer 5 th Sernt , bef, Edw. VI, (Arb ) 132 I wyfl 
nowe. . retourne to my question and dissolue it. 1607 Top- 
sell Four-f. Beasts (16581 14 All , . that could not dissolve 
that riddle she presently slew. 1611 Bible Dan. v. 16, 
I haue heard of thee, that thou canst make interpretations, 
and dissolue doubts. 1842 Tennyson Two Voices 170 Thou 
hadst not between death and birth Dissolved the riddle of 
the earth. 

IX. Intransitive senses. 

13. To lose its integrity or consolidation ; to 
become disintegrated ; to vanish or disappear 
gradually, come to an end. Now usually taken 
as Jig. from sense 14 , to melt away. 

c 1420 Pallad. on Husb. xi. 496 A multitude of reysons 
puld they take. And myghtely with yerdes first hern bete 
Until this with the grapes so desolve. 3483 Caxton Myrr. 
IU, vii. 142 All world.. shal desolue & f'aylle. 3526 Pilgr. 
Perf. (W. de W. 1531) 254 His senevves arid veynes brast, 
and the hole frame of the ioyntes of his body dissolued and 
losed. 1610 Shaks, _ Temp. _ iv. i. 154 The great Globe it 
selfe, Yea, all Which it inherit, shall dissolue, And like^ this 
insubstantiall Pageant faded Leaue not a racke behinde. 
1660 F. Brooke tr. Le Blands Trav. 265 It dissolved to 
nothing like a mist. 3793 D’Israeli Cur. Lit., Lit. Jrnls., 
The unsuccessful author, .dissolved away in his own weak- 
ness. 1820 Shelley Ode to Liberty xix, As summer clouds 
dissolve, unburthened of their rain. 1886 A. Winchell 
Walks Sf Talks Geot Field 163 The illusion dissolves. 

14. To become liquefied, to melt : a. with heat. 
Now rare or Obs. 

c 1450 St Cuthbert (Surtees) 4480 )>® pavnyms prid6 it 
sail expire, And dissolue as wax at fyre. 3:59a Shaks. Ven. 
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jl 565 What wax so frozen but dissolves with tempering ? 
1607 Dryden Virg. Georg. 1. 66 While Mountain Snows 
dissolve against the Sun. 1729 T. Cooke Tales , Proposals* 
#(* 40 The Wreck of Nature, the prodigious Day, When 
adamantine Rocks dissolv’d away. 1802-3 tr - PaUas* Trav. 
(181a) I. 9 The deep snow in the streets began to dissolve. 

h. To become liquefied by contact with or im- 
mersion in a liquid ; to melt ; to become diffused in 
a liquid, forming a solution. 

1638 Sir T. Herbert Trav. (ed. 2) 297 The fruit [banana] 
put into your mouth, dissolves and yeelds a most incom- 
parable relish. 1677 Grew Solution of Salts in Anat. 
Plants vii. (1632) 299 The Crystals of Tartar .. will scarce 
at all dissolve in Water. 1718 Quincy Compl. Disp. 1. vi. 
a . We find Sugar will dissolve in the strongest Solution of 
Common Salt that can be made. 1873 A. W. Williamson 
Chem. for Students (ed. 3>xi. §67 Olefiant gas dissolves 

considerably in water. . 

15. In various Jig. applications of prec. senses : 
To become faint, faint away ; to become softened 
in feeling, to 4 melt' (into tears, etc.); to become 
resolved into something else, like a solid becoming 


liquid. . , 

1605 Shaks. Lear v. lii. 203, I am almost ready to ois- 
solue, Hearing of this. 1672 Cave Prim. Ckr. 111. ii. (1673) 

250 He dissolved into tears, a 1719 Addison tr. Ovid Wks. 

1758 I. 177 The God dissolves in pity at her death. 1761 
Hume hist. Png. III. lix. 279 He dissolved into a flood of 
tears. 1858 Carlyle Fredk. Gt. (1865) II. v. v. 99 Full of 
alarm dissolving into joy. # , _ . 

10 . Of an assembly or collective body : To break 
up into its individual constituents ; to disperse ; to 
lose its aggregate or corporate character. 

1513 More in Grafton Citron. (1568) II. 795 The company 
dissolved and departed. 154 8 Fatten Exped. Scott, m 
Arb. Garner III. 149 Our camp should, this day, dissolve. 
1667 Milton P. L. ii. 506 The Stygian council thus dis- 
solved. 1766 W. Gordon Gen. Connting-ho. 30 When a 
fixed company dissolves. 1847 Tennyson Princess iv. 502 
She, ending, waved her hands : thereat the crowd Mutter- 
ing^ dissolved. p _ 

17 . To lose its binding force or influence. 

1611 Shaks. Temp. v. i. 64 _ The eliarme dissolues apace. 
<71750 Shenstone Elegies xi. 3 The charm dissolves; the 
aerial music ’s past. 

Dissolved (diz^lvd ) } ppl. a. [f. prec. + -ED 1 .] 

1 . Reduced to its elements, broken up, disinte- 
grated, destroyed, annulled, dispersed, put an end 
to, etc. : see the verb. 

1541 R. Copland Guydon's Quest. Chirurg. Cj, Nature., 
engendreth a flesshe for to holde y J dissolued parties. 2586 
A. Day Eng. Secretary 1. (1625) 52 The dissolued purpose 
of your good intention. 1634-5 Brereton Trav. (Chetham 
Soc.) 157 We took up our lodging at Tinterden, a dissolved 
Abbey. 1659 Pearson Creed (1839) 366 The temple of 
Christ’s body was dissolved here, by the separation pf his 
soul . . the raising of the dissolved temple was the quicken- 
ing of the body, a 1831 A. Knox Rem. (1844) I. 62 1 here 
could be no thought of re-submitting to the long dissolved 
chains. 1871 Freeman Norm. Cong. (1876) IV, xvu. 37 
The lands of a dissolved monastery. 

2. Melted ; held in solution by a liquid : see Dis- 
solve 2. 

1707 Curios, in Hush. <$- Gard. 333 These dissolv d Salts. 
1839 G. Bird Nat. Phil. 237 When various electrolytes are 
submitted in a dissolved, or fused state, to the action of the 
current from the voltaic battery. 1878 Huxley Physiogr. 

1 16 AH natural water, .contains such dissolved salts. 

tDissoTveless, a. Obs. rare. [f. Dissolve 
4- -less : cf. quenchless , resistless , etc.] That 
cannot be dissolved ; indissoluble. 

172X Cibber Perolla 11, To cut this Gordian of dissolveless 
Love. — Lady's last Stake Prol. , Those dissolveless fetters. 
Dissolvent (dizp’lvent), a. and sb. [ad. L. j 
dissolvent- em* pr. pple. of dissolvere to Dissolve. 
Cf. F. dissolvant . ] 

A. adj. Having the power to dissolve, disinte- 
grate, liquefy, etc.; solvent. ? Obs. 

1665 Hooke Microgr. 104 Sal t-peter. .abounds more with 
those Dissolvent particles, and therefore.. a small quantity 
of it will dissolve a great. 1691 Ray Creation (17:14) 2 7 
Being mingled with some dissolvent juices. 1777 Macbride 
in Phil. Trans. LXVIII. 119 note* On the dissolvent Power 
of Quicksilver. 

fig. 1840 Milt. Diss. Disc., Enf ranch. Women (1859) II. 
436 The companionship of women . . often exercises a dis- 
solvent influence on high faculties and aspirations in men. 
<2x876 M. Collins in Pen Sketches I. 212 Neither was 
constructive like Shakespeare, nor dissolvent, like Heine. 

33 . sb. One who or that which dissolves. 

1 . spec . A substance having the power to dissolve 
or disintegrate other substances ; a solvent, a men- 
struum ; t formerly, in Med., a substance having 
the power of * dissolving ’ morbid concretions, etc. 
(see Dissolve 8). (Also 7-8 dissolvant as in F.) 

1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. 11. iii. 68 If the menstruum 
or dissolvent be evaporated to a consistence. _ 1658 R« 
White tr. Digbys Powd, Symp. (1660) 87 There is no dis- 
solvant in the world that can well calcine, .gold, but quick- 
silver. 1691 Ray Creation 1. (1704) 1x5 Fire — the only 
Catholic Dissolvent 1718 Quincy Compl. Disp. 234 Several 
. . have flatter’d themselves, with obtaining . . a universal 
Dissolvent 1821 Craig Led. Drawing vii. 399 The alkali 
. . being by nature a dissolvent of the ground. 

2. geti. scud. Jig. 

1835 F. Mahoney in Fraseds Mag. XI. 454 Wine is the 
great dissolvent of distrust 1865 M. Arnold Ess . Crit. v. 
186 Dissolvents of the old European system of dominant 
ideas and facts we must all be. *874 Motley Barneveld 
II. xv. X 86 The only dissolvent of this Union was the 
intention to perpetuate slavery. 


Dissolver (diz^lvM). [f- Dissolve + -er 1 .] 
One who or that which dissolves. 

1. One who or that which breaks up, disintegrates, 
destroys, puts an end to, etc. : see the verb. 

x6xx Bible Dan. v. 12 Dissoluing of doubts {niarg. of a 
dissoluer]. 1641 Milton Prel. Episc. (1851) 82 Ihese men 
were the dissolvers of Episcopacie. a 2735 Arbuthnot (J 
Fire, and the more subtle dissolver, putrefaction 2883 
Sir M. Williams Relig. Th. iuJnd. ni. 44 Rudra-Siva, the 
Dissolver and Reproducer. 

2. A substance that dissolves ano.ner substance ; 
a solvent : see Dissolve 2. 

X651 Biggs New Disp. r 8c Such dissolvers, as are wont 
to be made of Aqua fortis and Regis, at 788 Wesley 
Serm. lviii. Wks. 18x1 IX. 1x4 It is the universal men- 
struum, the dissolver of all things under the Sun. ' 

3 . a. An apparatus for dissolving some substance, 

b. A contrivance for producing dissolving views : 
see Dissolving ppt . a. b. 

x88o L. Lomas Alkali Trade 226 The top of the dissolver 
being covered with thin sheet iron. 189a Daily News 
o Feb. 3/5 Apropos of dissolving views, an automatic dis- 
solver has been lately invented which will work in any 
single lantern. 

Dissolvible, var. of Dissolvable. 
Dissolving, vbl . sb . [f. Dissolve + -ingT] 
The action of the verb Dissolve (q.v.), in various 
senses; dissolution. 

1398 Trevisa Barth, de P. R. xvi. vi. (1495) 555 The 
cytrine auripigment .. hath vertue of dyssoluyng and tem- 
prynge. 1577 Hanmer Anc. Eccl. Hist . (1619) 31, I am 
now ready to be offered, and the time of my dissolving 
is at hand. 1726 Leoni Albertis Archti.fl. 64/1 Moist 
through the dissolving of the Salt. 2849 Macaulay Hist. 
Eng. 1. 270 Between the dissolving of one larliament and 
the convoking of another. 

Dissolving, ppl - a. [f. as prec. + -ing 
T hat dissolves, in various senses: see the verb, 
a. trans. 

1620 Venner Via Recta vii. 15 1 The roots haue . . an 
opening and dissoluing faculty. 1821 Shelley Prometh. 
Unb. iv. 431 The dissolving warmth of dawn, 
b. intr. 

Dissolving views* pictures produced on a screen by a 
magic lantern, one picture being caused gradually to dis- 
appear while another gradually appears on the same field. 

x68x 6 J. Scott C. hr. Life (17471 HI*. 554 The Crack of 
the dissolving World, that is sinking into eternal Rums. 

r. . tt.h amniwt crlpam* I, ike 


1821 Shelley Hellas 1065 Faiths and empires gleam. Like 
wrecks of a dissolving dream. 1846 Meek. Mag, XLV. 486 
The present method of exhibiting the dissolving views. 
1886 A. Winch ell Walks & Talks Geol. Field 278 I he 
dissolving ice of the glacier. 

Hence BissoTvingly adv. # 

1822 Mrs. E. Nathan Langreath II. 322 A whining 
effort to be dissolvingly sentimental. 1833 Iennyson 
Eleanore 128 A languid fire creeps Thro’ my veins to all 
my frame, Dissolvingly and slowly. 

Dissonance (drs&ians). [ad. L. dissonantia 
dissonance, discrepancy, f. dissonant-em Dis- 
sonant : see -ance. Cf. F. dissonance (14th c. in 
Hatz.-Darm.)] 

X. The quality or fact of being dissonant ; an 
inharmonious or harsh sound or combination of 
sounds; = Discord 3a, 4. spec, in Music , A 
combination of tones causing beats (cf. Beat sbA 
8), and thus producing a harsh effect ; also, a note 
which in combination with others produces this 
effect. 

x S97 -8 Bp. Hall Sat. Postscr., The Tralation of one of | 
Persius his Satyrs into English, thedifficultieand dissonance 
wherof shall make good my assertion. 1634 Milton Comus 
548 The . . roar . . filled the air with barbarous dissonance. 
1660 tr. A myraldus' Treat, cone. Relig. 1. vii. 123 Making 
false Musick and committing dissonances. 1711 Addison 
Sped. No. 29 7 7 What is Harmony to one Ear, may be Dis- 
sonance to another. 1739 Melmoth Fitzosb. Lett. (1763) 64 
The harshness and dissonance of so unharmomous a sen- 
tence. 1795 Southey Joan of Arc vi. 180 With all the 
dissonance of boisterous mirth. 2875 Ovseley Harmony 
viii. 95 The intruded new sound . . is called a. Dissonance. 
The chord in which the Dissonance is heard, is called a Dis- 
cord. x88x Broadhouse Mns. Acoustics 301 The various 

degrees of dissonance are produced by beats. ...... 

fig. 2875 Hamerton Jntell. Life v. vi. i96 Your shootmg- 
coat, which was in tune upon the moors, is a dissonance 
amongst ladies in full dress. ■ . s 

2 . Want of concord or harmony (between things); 
disagreement, incongruity ;= Discord 2. 

1571 H anmer Chron, Irel. (1633) 47 To reconcile the dis- 
sonance of varying writers. 2735 Berkeley Def Free-th. 
in Math. § 43 The greatest dissonance, and even contrariety 
of opinions. 1826 Kirby & Sp. Entomal. xlva. (1828) IV. 
381 This puzzling variation and dissonance between the dif- 
ferent tribes. 1871 Tyndall Fragm. Sc. (1879) 1. 111. 83 The 
molecules . . are in dissonance with the luminous rays. 

t Di'ssonancy. obs. [ad. L. dissonantia : 
see prec. and -ancy.] Dissonant quality. 

1. =*■ Dissonance i. 

1657 W. Rand tr. Gassendi P . s Life of P eiresc n. 147 Certain 

Treatises of Consonancies and Dissonancies. .andof musical 
composition or setting. 2711 Shaftesb. Charac. iv. § 2 
(1737) I. 140 The rules of harmony will not permit it ; tne 
dissonancys are too strong. Ibid. (1737) II* 402 In musick 
[there is] the chromatick kind, and skilful mixture of dis- 
sonancys. : ^ 4 y..'. : 

b. The combination of different sounds (m 

harmony), nonce-use. . 

1621 G. Sandys Ovid’s Met. x. (1626) 199 The Poet , .hau- 
l ing tun’d his strings* In dissonancie musical!, thus sings. 


DISSTAKDX3STG. 

2 . = Dissonance 2. (The more usual sense.) ^ 

1584 R. ScoTi Discov. Witcher, x. iii. *44 A dissonancie m 
opinions about dreames. 1613 Jackson Creed i. xxxu.J 2. 

229 Their stile, character, or dissonancie to Canomcall 
Scriptures. 1660 Jer. Taylor Dud. Dnbit. 1. xv, Ihose 
thirigs. .haue no dissonancy from reason. 1702 C... Mather 
Magn. Ckr. v. ii. (1852) 242 The objectors will find as muon, 
dissonancy from the scriptural example in their own prac- 
tice. 2748 J. Geddes Compos. Ant tents 351 He who loves 
not what he thinks good and honest . . dwells with discord 
and dissonancy. 1 . 

Dissonant (di*sJnant\ a. (sb.) [a. F. dissonant 
(13th c. in Littrei, or ad. L. dissonant-em , pr. pple. 
of dissondre to disagree in sound, sound diversely, 
differ, f. Dis- 1 Asondre to Sound.] 

1. iSisagreeing or discordant in sound, inharmon- 
ious ; harsh-sounding, tmmelodious, jarring. 

1573 G. Harvey Letter-bk. (Camden) 117 Dissonant and 
iarnng dittyes. 2597 Morley Introd. 
distances make discord or dissonant sounds i Ma. All suca 
as doe not make concords : as a second, a fourth, a seuentn. 
x6oi Holland Pliny I. 9 As for the Moone, mortal! men 
imagine . . [to] helpe her in such a case when she is eclipsed 
by dissonant ringing of basons. 1774 J * Bryant MythoL 1 . 
*68. If the name was dissonant, and disagreeable to their 
ear, it was rejected as barbarous. 2876 tr. Blaserna s 
Sound vii. 109 'fo increase their resources, .musicians have 
been obliged to have recourse to dissonant notes and 
chords. . 

2. Out of agreement, accordance, or harmony, m 
any respect ; disagreeing, incongruous, discordant, 
at variance, different. Const, from* to (rarely 
tail li). (The earlier sense in English.) 

1490 Canton Eneydos vii. 32 The maner of that countree . . 
was all dissonaunt & disboneste in regarde to that of Dytio. 
2514 Cdl. Bainbridge in Ellis Orig. Lett. Ser. n. I. 220 
Thynges ..that be dissonant .. to your Graces honour or 
welthe of your Realme. 16x3 Purchas J > i lg rimagCy Descr. 
India (1864) 151 Opinions not altogether dissonant from the 
Scriptures. 1613 Jackson Creed 1. ix. § x. 44 His conceit is 
not dissonant vnto the sacred storie. 1769 Lurkk Late 
State Nat. Wks. 1842 I. 75 The interests .. before that 
time jarring and dissonant, were . . adjusted. 1792 A. 
Young Trav. France 260 An air of poverty and misery .. 
quite dissonant to the general aspect of the country . 1836 

Brimley Ess., Angel in No. 237 Very dissonant from the 
innermost spirit of the poem. 1857 Holland Bay Pq.h 
xxxiv. 407 [He] found himself dissonant with the spirit 
of the colony. 1861 Maine Anc. Law iv. (1876) 84 An 
anomalous and dissonant jurisprudence. 

33. sb. A dissonant element ; a harsh sound of 
speech. 

(In quot. X579 the meaning is doubtful.) . 

*579 J- Jones Preseru. Bodie Soule 1. xxxi. 66 Haue y® 
Alpnabet letters in Iuorie. .or some other deuise conuenient 
. .to carry abou te with them, as first a* then b, after c, &c., 
then Consonants, after Dissonants, then Words, lastly Sen- 
tences. 1865 Emerson in^ Harper's Mag. Feb. (1884) 40x72 
Guttural consonants or dissonants. 

Bi ssonantly, adv. [f. prec. ■+• -ly 2 ] In a 
dissonant manner ; discordantly. 

2799 E. Du Bois Piece of Fam. Biog. II. 109 Not very 
dissonantly from the opinion of the reader. 2838 D. Ter- 
rold Men of Char.* M. Clear ii, The exclamation, .broke 
somewhat dissonantly on the conference. 

t Drssonate, a. Obs. [ad. L. dissondt-us * 
pa. pple. of dissondre .] = Dissonant. 

2548 Gest Pr. Masse 120 The worshyp and praying to 
Christ at the masse . . is dissonate to the sacred Scripture. 
2660 Z. Crofton St. Peter's Bonds abide 34 Not onely 
different, .but also dissonat to his doctrine. 1779-81 John- 
son L.P., Cowley NYs. II. 66 His combination of different 
measures is sometimes dissonate and unpleasing. 
[Dissoned : see List of Spurious Words .] 
DisSonOUS (di-stos), a. rare. [f. L. disson-us 
dissonant + -ous.] Dissonant. 

17x5 M. Davies A then. Brit. 1. 284 Such dissonous con- 
cert of Canonical Musick. 

Hence Di*ssouously adv. 

1866 Morn. Star x8 Dec. 4/6 Unmistakeably (nay . . most 
dissonously) the squelched rats will squeal. 

t Bisso-rt, V. Obs. rare. [f. Dis- 6 + Sort vj 
intr. Not to consort ; to be out of place, be incon- 
gruous. Hence Disso'rting ppl. a. 

2632 Brathwait Whimsies 66 He [a jayler] holds nothing 
more unprofitable to one of his place than pitty, or more 
dissorting than compassion. 

t BissouT, v. Obs. nonce-wd. [Dis- 7 a.] 
trans. To deprive of a soul. 

2622 H. Sydenham Serm. Sol. Occ. n. (1637) 174 Man .. 
goeth. .dis-soul'd by the frailtie of the body to the capuvmc 
of a grave. 

Dissour, var. Disour. 

Disspaire, disspare, obs. ff. Despair. 
Disspirit, Dissple, obs. ff. Dispirit, Disple. 
Disspread: see Dispread. 

1 f Disspu*r, v. Obs. nonce-wd. [Dis- 7 a.] 
trans. To deprive (of spurs). 

2603 Drayton Bar. Warsw. ix, By a Varlet of his Spurres 
1 dis-spur’d. 

^ + Dissqurre, V. Obs. rare. [Dis- 7 b.] trans . 

[ To deprive of the rank or title of squire. 

I 1654 Gayton Pleas. Notes 11 1. vi. 209 It is in great 
I Dispute .. whether this Launce- Bastinado . . did dis-Squire 
Sancho. 

1 f Dissta*nding, vbl. sb. Obs. [f. Dis- 1 + 
Stand v .] A withstanding. 

- c 1485 Digby My si. in. 196 A-jens vs ]>ey can mak no dys- 

stonddyng. 
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t Bissta*tc f v. Oh. Also 7 distate, [f. Dis- 
7 ■+ State jA] tram. To remove (a thing) from 
its state or position ; to deprive of state. 

1605 Daniel Trag. Philotas 1. i. Wks. 1718 I. 318 Your 
Entertainments, Gifts and publick GraceThatdoth in jealous 
Kings distate the Peers. 16x4 Sylvester Bethulia's Rescue 
v. 266 To supplant his throne, Bereave his sceptre ., and 
himself disstate, 1647 Ward Simp. C abler 4. To distate the 
Truth of God and supplant the peace of the Churches. 

Dissuade (diswtfi-d), v. Forms; 6-8 dis- 
swada, (6 dysswade, disuade, 6-7 di~, de- 
swade), 6- dissuade, [ad. L. dissuade-re to ad- 
vise from or against, f. Dis- 1 -f suadere to advise, 
urge ; cf. F. dissuader (16th c. in Hatz.-Darm.).] 

1 . trans. To give advice against (a thing); to 
represent as ^inadvisable or undesirable. ? Obs. 

2513 More Rich. Ill Wks. 43 The quene . . damning the 
time that euershee dissuaded the gatheryngof power aboute 
the kinge. 1538 Bale Thre Lawes it Perswadynge all 
truth, dysswadynge all iniury. 1560 Whitehorne Arte 
IVarre (1573) 65 a, To perswade or to diswade a thing vnto 
fewe is verye easie. x6ix E. Grimstone Hist. France 
1082 The Queene of Nauarre did much disswade this Alli- 
ance. 2667 Milton F. L. ix. 293 Not diffident of thee 
do I dissuade Thy absence from my sight. 1725 Pope 
Odyss, ix. 578 My friends. .With mild entreaties my design 
dissuade. x8x8 Jas. Mill Brit. India II. v. iv. 438 The 
Nabob dissuaded any further preparations. 1842 Sir J. 
Stephen Eccl. Btog., Founders Jesuitism (1850) I. 205 His 
. . friends anxiously dissuaded a journey so full of peril. 

2 . trans. To advise or exhort (a person) against ; 
to disadvise, dehort (from). ? Oh. 

c 1534 tr. Pol. Verg. Hist. (Camden, No. 29) 19s The duke 
dyd the lesse disswade kinge Richerd from usurping the 
kingdome. 1555 Eden Decades Sect. 1., Peter Martyr’s 
Dedication (Arb, 63) Ascanius. .dissuaded me from my pur- 
pose. But seeing that I was fully resolued to departe ..re- 
quired me to wryte vnto hym. 2605 Camden Rem. (1637) 
246 Some disswaded him to hunt that day ; but he resolved 
to the contrary. 17x2 Addison Sped. No. 411 F 7 He par- 
ticularly dissuades him from knotty and subtle Disquisi- 
tions. 1766 Goldsm. Vie. IV. xiii, My wife very strenuously 
insisted. Mr. Burchell on the contrary dissuaded her with 
great ardour. 184S Mozley Ess. Hist.fy Tkcol. (1878) I. 
402 They dissuaded him from the contemplated step . . but 
admitted . « that, if he insisted upon it, they could not 
forbid it, 

absol. 1598 Barret Theor. Warres ir. i. 29 To disswade 
from, bad factions. 1793 Trial of Fyshe Palmer 55 Palmer 
dissuaded from the publication. 

3 . To divert or draw (a person) from a course 
or action by suasion or personal influence. 

1576 Fleming Panopl.Epist. 384 Yea I would (if I could) 
dissuade you from this intent. 2583 Stubbes Anat. Abus. 
il (1882) 20 Which thing altogither dissuadeth them from 
their bookes. 1632-62 Heylin Cosmogr. Pref., Sufficient 
to disswade me from the undertaking. 178a Miss Burney 
Cecilia v. iii, I have tried what is possible to dissuade him. 
2823 F. Clissold Ascent Mt. Blanc % Matthieu Balmat .. 
refused to accompany us ; being dissuaded by his father. 
2844 H. H. Wilson Brit. India II. 241 The Peshwa having 
been with difficulty dissuaded .. from flying to Purandhar. 
2847 Emerson Repr. Men , Plato Wks. (Bohn) I. 290 He., 
was easily dissuaded from this pursuit. 

absol. 2805 Southey Madoc in PV. xv, Gerald, .sought . . 
to dissuade By politic argument. 

Hence Dissua ded ppl. a Dissuading vbl. sb. 
and ppl. a.; also Dissua'dex, one who dis- 
suades. 

2346 Bale Eng. Votaries 1. (R.) As though they were 
diswaders of marriage. 1352 Huloet, Disswaded, abkorU 
atus. 2580 Hollyband Treas. Fr. Tong , Destoumement , 
a dissuading. 2586 A. Day Eng. Secretary 1. (1625) 82 
Epistles Dehorting and Disswading. 2643 Milton Divorce 
Introd. (1851I9 A civil, an indifferent, a sometime disswaded 
Law of manage. 1880 Kinglake Crimea VI, vi. 245 
Carrying all the dissuaders along with it. 

Dissuadent (disw^'dent). rare. [ad. L. dis- 
suddent-em, pr. pple. of dissuaderc to Dissuade.] 
One who or that which dissuades. 

2855 Ess. Intuit. Mor . 143 It sets forth as the dissuadent 
from Vice, the Pain of remorse. 

Dissuasion (disw^an). [ad. L. dissuasion - 
cm, n. of action f. dissuaderc to Dissuade ; or peril, 
a. F. dissuasion (14th c. in Hatz.-Darm.).] The 
action, or an act, of dissuading ; advice or exhorta- 
tion against something ; dehortation. 

# 2326 Pilgr. Per f (1531) 289 But to this false disswasyon, 
it is soone answered. 1349 Coverdale Erasm. Par. 
Ephesians Prol., With slaunderous dissuasions, & perplexe 
impertinent interpretations, 2597 Bacon ( title\ A Table of 
Coalers, or apparances of good and euill, and their degrees 
as places of perswasion and disswasion. 1647 Cowley 
Mistress , Counsel iv, Ev'n thy Dissuasions me persuade. 
2823 De Quincey Lett. Educ. i. (i860) 8 This chapter, .is a 
dissuasion from Herder. 1863 Geo. Eliot Romola 1. xiii, 
He had not the courage to utter any words of dissuasion. 
2868 Browning Ring <$• Bk. xii. 100 But for the dissuasion 
of two eyes . . He had abstained, nor graced the spectacle. 

f b. The condition of being dissuaded ; a per- 
suasion of the opposite. Oh. 

*553 Bale Gardiner * s De Vera Obed. (ed. 3) Av, He 
runneth post haste into a contrary© Dissuasion. 

Dissuasive (disw*‘*siv), a. and sb. [f. L. type 
*dissudsw~us, f. dissuas - ppl, stem of dissuaderc : 
see Dissuade and -iye ; cf. F. dissuasif -ivclj 
A. adj. Tending to dissuade ; characterized by 
dissuasion ; dehortatory. 

1609 W. M. Man in Moone (1849) Iz . If 1 should extract 
the best counsell I coulde, being disswasive from your 
tobacko-taking, you would take it m snuffe. 2684 Pennsylv. 


Archives I. 88 Examples that have such a dissuasive power 
upon men. 2742 Fielding J. Andrerws in. ii, The dissua- 
sive speech of Andromache. 1848 Lytton Harold 11. 1, 
Despite all dissuasive ejaculations. 

B. sb. A dissuasive speech or argument ; that 
which tends or is intended to dissuade. 

2629 tr. Herodian (1635) 25 This strong Disswasive of 
Pompeianus did. .somewhat abate the edgeof the young 
Emperour. 2664 Jer. Taylor {title), A Dissuasive from 
Popery, addressed to the people of Ireland. 2712 Addison 
Sped. No. 92 F 5 A Dissuasive from the Play-House. 2830 
Mackintosh Eth. Philos. Wks, 1846 I. 86 The success of 
persuasives or dissuasives . . must always be directly pro- 
portioned .... to the strength of the principle addressed. 
2894 Baring-Gould Kitty Alone II. 123 To look with im- 
patience., upon all dissuasives. 

Hence Dissua’sively adv., Disaua* siyen.es s sb . 

2727 Bailey vol. II, Dissuasrvencss, dissuasive Quality, 
2864 Webster, Dissnasively. 2882 H. James Portr. Lady 
xxiv, ‘Ah, really, Countess', murmured Madame Merle 
dissuasively. 

tDissna'sory, a. Obs. [f. L. type *dis- 
sudsori-us, f. dissudsor dissuader ; see -ory. . Cf. 
It. disuasorio i disswading, discouraging ’ (Florio).] 
— Dissuasive a. 

c 1555 Harpsfield Divorce Hen. VI PI, 90 The said 18 
chapter is partly dissuasory, partly teaching. 2386 A. Day 
Eng. Secretary 1. (1625) 128 Of Epistles Dehortatorie, and 
Disswasorie. 

B. sb. « Dissuasive sb. 

* 1844 Jeffrey Conirib. Ed. Rn>. IV. 278 This person, .has 
ill luck in all his dissuasories [orig. (in Ed. Rev. Oct. 1815, 
362) dissuasions ] 

t Dissubj e*ction. Oh. nonce-wd. [Dis- 9.] 
The opposite of subjection ; disobedience. 

1675 O. Walker Educ. 15 1 Dis-subjection to Laws and 
Magistrates. 

Dissubsta'ntiate, v. nonce-wd. [Dis- 6.] 
trans. To deprive of substance or substantiality. 

1871 Fraser Life Berkeley x. 368 Hume and Positivism 
dissubstantiate spirits. 

Dissute, variant of Dizzue. 
f Brssuetn&e. Oh. rare. [ad. late L. dis- 
suetudo (Ambros.tr 397) a becoming disaccustomed, 
disusing, f. dissuet- ppl. stem of dissmscere = 
desuescirc , to become unaccustomed to, f. Dis- 4 + 
suesdre to become used to.] ~ Desuetude. 

a 2639 Spottiswood Hist. Ch. Scot. vi. (1677) 464 His long 
dissuetude of the Country-language, .made him unuseful at 
first. 1755 Johnson s. v. Disuse t, Cessation of use, dissue- 
tude} want of practice. 

Bissurtable, a. rare. [Dis- 10.] Not suit- 
able, unsuitable. So Bissnited ppl. a. 

1807 Southey Espriella's Lett. II. 195 The sort of frame 
through which it was seen [was] not dissuitable to the 
picture. 2820 — Lett. (1856) III. 189 Hexameters . . are in 
no respect dissuited to the genius of our language. 

Dissxmder (disszrndoi), v. [f. Dis- 1 or 5 -f- 
Sunder v .] trans. To sunder, sever, dissever. 
Hence Dissu*ndered ppl. a., separated, dis- 
severed. 

2380 T. M[ulcaster] in Baret's Alv. To Rdr. i, Like Bed 
he manie a yedre did mode, In large wide fields, that far 
dissundred bed. 1613 Chapman Odyss. 1. 36 . He himself 
solemniz’d a retreat To th’ Aethiops, far dissunder'd in 
their seat. 2642 H. More Song of Soul 1. xii. xxv, Who 
can this strength dissunder? 2808 J. Barlow Columb. ix. 
450 Diffused o’er various far dissunder'd lands. 1855 
Singleton Aeneid vnr. 438 The Gorgon . . Her eyeballs 
rolling with dissundered neck. 

Dissury, obs. form of Dysury. 
t Disswee*ten y v- Obs. [Dis- 6.] trans. To 
deprive of sweetness ; to unsweeten. 

2622 W. Whatelky God's Husb. n. 82 The gawdes of this 
world would not .. beguile vs, the cumbers of this world 
would not. .gawle vs, if wee did dis-sweeten the one . . and 
dis-imbitter the other. 2647 Trapp Marrow Gd. Auth. in 
Comm. Epist. etc. 656 An evil, unquiet conscience will 
extremely dissweeten a full cup of outward comforts. 1667 
Flavel Saint Indeed (1754) 125 That fellowship is so dis- 
sweetened by remaining corruptions. 

Bissyde, obs. form of Decide. 

Dissyllabe : see Disyllabe. 

Dissyllabic, -able, etc.; see Disyllabic, 
Disyllable, etc. 

Dissymmetric (dissime*trik), a. *=next. 

2884 Tyndall Introd. to Life of Pasteur 17 He may 
comfort himself by the assurance that the conception of a 
dissymmetric molecule is not a very precise one. 

Dissymmetrical (dissime’trikal), a. [Dis- 
10.] a. The opposite of symmetrical, b. Sym- 
metrical, but in opposite directions, like the two 
hands. 

In Chem. said spec, of crystals haying two corresponding 
forms, bub turned in different directions (like an object and 
Its reflexion in a mirror); also of molecules in Which the 
atoms are supposed to be thus arranged. 

1867 G. Masson tr. Janet's Materialism 75 Two substances 
are called dissymmetrical when they are absolutely similar 
in all respects, except that they are opposed to each other 
like the two hands in the human body. . 2880 Clemenshaw 
Wurtz' Atom.. Th. 303 The dissymmetrical compounds thus 
formed are. .a mixture in equal proportions of dextro-rotatory 
and laevo- rotatory bodies. 2884 Tyndall Introd . to Life of 
Pasteur tj Pasteur invoked the aid of helices and magnets, 
with a view to rendering crystals dissymmetrical at the 
moment of their formation. 

Hence Dissymme'trically adv. 

2880 Clemenshaw Wurtz' A tom. Th. 303 Dissymmetri- 
cally opposed compounds. 


Dissymmetry (dis,si-metri). [Dis- 9.] a. 
Lack or absence of symmetry, b. Symmetry be- 
tween two objects, disposed in opposite directions, 
such as the light and left hands or feet, or between 
crystals alike in all respects, save that their angles 
lie opposite ways. 

1843 Stocqueler Handbk. Brit. India (1854) 124 The 
larger vessels of the country, pleasant to look upon even for 
their strange dis-symmetry and their consequent unwieldi- 
ness, 2876 tr. SchutzenbergeP s Ferment. 6 In a remarkable 
lecture on molecular dissymmetry M. Pasteur had established 
an important distinction between artificial organic products. 
1882 W. SromswooDE in Nature XXIV. 546 There is a 
dissymmetry at the two ends of a battery. 2895 Daily Nevus 
30 Sept. 7/2 Pasteur., propounded the theory that molecular 
dissymmetry, which is noticed when a beam of polarised 
light is caused by certain solutions to rotate, was character, 
istie of living matter and its products. 

Dissympathy (disisrmpa>i). nonce-wd. [Dis- 
9.] Absence of sympathy. 

2860 Worcester cites Johnston. 

Dissymagogue, v- nonce-wd. [Dis- 7 c.] 
trans. To punish by casting out of the syna- 
gogue. 

a 1653 Vines LfircPs Supp. (1677) 225 The synagogues had 
a form of dissynagoguing offences. 

Distache, early form of Detach v. 

+ Dista cMe, v. Oh. [f. Dis- 7 a + Tackle 
jA] trans. To deprive (a ship) of its tackle. Hence 
Dista'okled ppl. a ., deprived of tackle. 

2389 Warner Alb. Eng. n. Prose Add. (1612) 334 At length 
these instruments of their long wandrings . . tossed their 
distackled Fleete to the shore of Libya. 

Distad (drstsed), adv. [f. stem of Dist-ant +• 
-ad ; cf. Dextrad.] In the direction of the end or 
distal part of a limb, etc. 

2803 J, Barclay New Anat. Nomen. 166 Distad \ towards 
the distant aspept. 2808 — Muscular Motions 442 A small 
bone extending a short way distad on the leg. 2872 Mivart 
Elem . Anat. iv. (1873) 175 The phalanges . . decreasing in 
length distad. 1882 Wilder & Gage A nat. Techn. 27 Thus 
we say, the elbow is distad of the shoulder . . the humerus 
extends distad from the shoulder. 

Distaff (di-staf). Forms : 1 distsef, 4-5 distaf, 
5 dysestafe, 5-6 dystaf(fe, 6- 7 distaffe, 5- dis- 
taff. PI. distaffs (5-7 distaves). [OE. distaf, 
supposed to be for dis- or dise-stsef, the second 
element being the sb. Staff ; dis or disc is app. 
identical with LG. diesse (Bremen Wbch.) a bunch 
of flax on a distaff, and connected with Dize, Dizen 
‘to put tow on a distaffe’ (Ray).] 

1. A cleft staff about 3 feet long, on which, in the 
ancient mode of spinning, wool or flax was wound. 
It was held under the left arm, and the fibres of the 
material were drawn from it through the fingers of 
the left hand, and twisted spirally by the forefinger 
and thumb of the right, with the aid of the suspended 
spindle, round which the thread, as it was twisted 
or spun, was wound. 

c 1000 /Elfric Gloss, in Wr.-Wulcker 125/21 Coins , distsef. 
c 1386 Chaucer Nun's Pr. T. 563 And Malkyn with a 
dystaf in hir hand. 2387 Trevisa Higden (Rolls) III. 33 
Sardanapallus spynnynge reed selk at J> e distaf. c 1475 
Piet . Voc. in Wr.-Wulcker 794/14 Hec coins , a dysestafe. 
2489 Caxton Faytes of A. 1. i. 2 Wymen comynly do not 
entremete but to spynne on the distaf. 2523 Fitzherb. 
Husb. § 146 Let thy dystaffe be alwaye redye for a pasty me. 
2622 Burton Anat. Mel. in. iv. 1, ii. (1651) 651 Tradesmen 
left their shops, women their distaves. 267S Hobbes Odyssey 
(1677) 78 Others with their distaves sate to spin. 1697 
Dryden Virg. Georg, iv. 475 One common Work they ply'd ; 
their Distaffs full With carded Locks of blue Milesian Wool!. 
18x6 Scott Bl. Dwarf Hi, Serving wenches . . sate plying their 
distaffs. 2872 R. Ellis Catullus lxiv. 3x1 Singly the left 
[hand] upbore in wool soft-hooded a distaff. 2876 Rock 
Text. Fabr. 2 Spinning from a distaff is even now common 
..all through Italy. 

b. In proverbial and figurative phrases, t To 
have tozv on one's distaff : to have work in hand or 
trouble in store (oh.). 

c 2386 Chaucer Miller's T. 588 He hadde moore tow on 
his distaf Than Gerueys knew, a 2420 Hoccleve De Reg. 
Princ. 1226 Towe on my dystaf have I for to spynne More 
..than ye wote of yit. 1525 Ld. Berners Froiss. II. clxxiy. 
[clxx.] 520 In shqrte space he shall haue more flax to his 
dystaffe than he can well spynne. 2546 J. H eywood Prov. 
(1867) 60 If they fyre me, some of them shall wyn More 
towe on their distaues, than they can well spyn. 2853 C. 
Bronte Villette xxv, The whole of my patience is now spun 
off the distaff. 

2 . The staff or ‘rock* of a hand spinning-wheel, 
upon which the flax to be spun is placed. 

1766 Croker, etc. Diet. Arts s.v. Spinning ; Performed on 
the wheel with a distaff and spindle. 2828 Webster, Dis- 
taff, the staff of a spinning-wheel, to which a bunch of flax 
or tow is tied and from which the thread is drawn. _ 

3 . As the type of women’s work or occupation. 

C X386 Chaucer Plonk's Prol. 19 She rampeth in my face 
And crieth..I wol haue thy knyf And thou shalt haue my 
distaf and go spynne. 2603 Shaks. Lear iv. ii. 17 , 1 must 
change names at home, and giue the Distaffe Into my Hus- 
bands hands. 1621 — Cymb. v. iii. 34 Their owne Noble- 
nesse, which could haue turn'd A Distaffe, to a Lance. 2659 
B. Harris ParivaVs Iron Age 63 The women.. so stoutly 
assailed the Town-House, that it was necessitated, .to make 
them retire to the distaffe. 2822 Byron Sardan. 11. i. 344# 
I blush that we. should owe our lives to such A king of dis- 
taffs ! a 2839 Praed Poems (1864) I. 208 His delicate hand 
Seemed fitter for the distaff than the spear. 


DISTAIH. 

b. Hence, symbolically, for the female sex, 
female authority or dominion ; also, the female 
branch of a family, the * spindle-side ’ as opposed 
to the * spear-side * ; a female heir. 

3494 Fabyan Chron , vn. 329 He wolde not haue so noble 
a lordshyp runne amonge, or to be deuydydatwene so many 
dystauys [i.e. his four daughters]. 1602 Carew Cornwall 
(1723) 152 h, M. Militon .. whose sonne being lost. in his 
trauaile beyond the seas, enriched 6 distaffs with his inherit- 
ance. 1644 Howell Eng. Tears (1645) 180 Some say the 
Crozier, some say the Distaffe was too busie. 1659 B. Harris 
Pa rival’s Iron Age 51 The Kingdom is hereditary, and for 
want of an heir male, it falls to the Distaff. 1706 Phillips 
(ed. Kersey) s.v. Distaff* The Crown of France never falls 
to the distaff. 1862 Carlyle Fredk. GU 1865) III. ix. i. 63 
Old Anton being already fallen into the distaff, with nothing 
but three Granddaughters. 

4 , attrib. and Comb., as distaff-business, - right , 
-woman; distaff side, the female branch of a house 
or family; distaff’s or St. Distaff’s day, the day 
after Twelfth Day or the Feast of the Epiphany, 
on which day (Jan. 7) women resumed their spin- 
ning and other ordinary employments after the 
hoUdays; also called rock-day ; distaff cane, a 
species of reed, the stems or canes of which are used 
for distaffs, arrows, fishing-rods, etc. ; distaff 
thistle, a name of Cartkamus lanatus (Cirsium 
lanatum ), from its woolly flowering stems. 

1593 Shaks. Rich. II, III. ii. 118 Against thy State Yea 
Distaffe-Women manage rustic Bills, a 1633 Lennard tr. 
Charron’s Wisd. m. vix. § 6 (1670) 409 This inconvenience 
followeth the friendship of married couples, that it is mingled 
with so many other strange matters, children, parents of the 
one side and the other, and so many other distaff-businesses 
that do many times trouble and interrupt a lively affection. 
1648 Herrick Hesper St. Distaff's Day* Partly worke and 
partly play Ye must on S. Distaff’s day. [Ibid.* Give 

5. Distaffe ail the right, Then bid Christmas sport good 
night.] 1715 Petiver in Phil. Trans. XXIX. 234 This 
differs from the Distaff-Thistle in having its upper Stalks 
woolly like Cobwebs. 1869 Hazlitt Prov. 4- Phrases 304 
©n St. Distaff’s Day, neither work nor play. 1884 Miller 
Plant-n. * Distaff Cane, A rundo Donax. 1890 T emple Bar 
Mag. Nov. 31 1 ‘ Is there insanity in Byng’s blood V Not 
certainly on the distaff side, the side of his eminently sane 
and wholesome mother. 1895 Pollock & Maitland Hist. 
Eng. Law II. 305 For a male to get a share by ‘distaff 
right ’ [iure coli ] was by no means uncommon. 

Distain (dist^-n), v . arch. Forms: 4 de-, 
disteign, 4-6 ds-, disteyne, 5 destayme, 5-6 
dysteyn, 5-7 distayn(e, 6 desteine, Sc. distort©, 

( pa.pple , distaint), 6-7 destaine, distein(e, dis- 
taine, 6-9 destain, 6- distain, [a. OF. desieindre ! 
(stem desteign -), mod.F. deteindre = Pr. destengner, 
Sp. destenir , Com. Rom. f. des-* Dis- 1 -f L. tingere 
to dye, colour, Tinge. The prefix has been con- 
formed to the L. type.] 

1 . trans. To imbue or stain (a thing) with a 
colour different from the natural one ; to discolour, 
stain, dye, tinge. 

3393 Gower Con/. I. 65 Whan his visage is so desteigned. 
1586 Marlowe xst Pt. Tamburl. in. ii, The tears that so 
distain my cheeks. 1590 Spenser F. Q. m. xlix. 9, 1 found 
her golden girdle cast astray .Distaynd with durt and blood. 
161a Drayton Poly-olb. vxii. 1x3 The Romans that her 
streame distained with their gore. 2704OLDMIXON Blenheim 
hi. xx Whose golden Sands are now distain’d with Blood. 
1839 Bailey Festus xxi. (1852) 382 Like autumn’s leaves 
distained with dusky gold. 

2 . trans f and Jig. To defile ; to bring a blot or 
stain upon ; to sully, dishonour. 

1406 Hoccleve Misrule 340 Among an heep my name is 
now desteyned. 1436 Pol. Poems (Rolls) II. 159 Make fade 
the floures Of Englysshe state, and disteyne pure honnoures. 

1594 Shaks. Rich. 11 / v. hi. 322 You hauing Lands, and 
blest with beauteous wiues, They would restraine the one, 
distaine the other. ax6 22 Ainsworth Annot. Song Sol. 
v. 3, I washt my feet, how shall I them, distaine? c 1750 
Shenstone Elegies ix. 39 A soul distain’d by earth and 
gold. 1788 Burns Macpherson's Farewell v, May coward 
shame distain his name, The wretch that dare not die ! 1873 
Morris Love is Enough 107 Surely no shame hath de- 
stained thee. 1873-4 Dixon Two Queens IV. xx. vi. 93 You 
would not that,. I should so distain mine honour or con- 

■■ 

4 3 . To deprive of its colour, brightness, or 
splendour ; to dim ; to cause to pale or look dim ; 
to outshine. Obs. 

C1385 Chaucer L. G. TV. 216 Alceste is here that al that 
may desteyne. Ibid. 274 (Fairf. MS.) As the sonne wole 
the fire disteyne So passeth al my lady souereyne. 1633 
P. Fletcher Purple Isl. vi. ix, These lights the Sunne 
; distain. 

Hence Distarned ppl. a Distarning vbl. so . 
a 1483 Liber Niger in Househ. Ord. 69 Which mought be 
made . . ne ware the adventure of distaynynge of all that 
other part. 1580 Hollyband Treas. Fr. Tong , Enlaidisse- 
ment, a dishonestie, a distayning, a defiling. 1590 Marlowe 
2 nd Pt. Tamburl. iv. i, Shame of nature, which Jaertis 
stream.. Can never wasnfrom thy distained brows ! 1838 
LyTton Calderon viii, Distained and time-hallowed walls. 

f Distai*n, sb. Obs . rare- 1 , [f. prec. vb.] 
Tint, stain, colouring. 

1581 Rich Farewell (1846) 133 To fumishe me with colours 
to make the perfect distaine of the beautie in your face, 
t Distarnted, pet. ppic. Obs. nonce- wd. [f. 
Dis- 5 + Taint vi\ Infected, corrupted. 

*599 T. M[oufet] Silkwormes 44 From egges of euery 
creature good, Sprang nought distainted hut this little 
broode. 
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Distal (di*stal), a. [f. stem of Dist-ant + -al, 
after dorsal, ventral, etc.] Anal. Situated away 
from the centre of the body, or from the point of 
origin (said of the extremity or distant part of a 
limb or organ) ; terminal. Opp. to proximal. 

a8o8 J. Barclay Muscular Motions 4:5 The bones of the 
distal phalanx. 18x4 J. H. Wishart tr. Scarpa’s Treat . 
Hernia p. xvi, Each pair of the extremities, .have a proxi- 
mal and a distal end ; the former being that nearest the 
trunk, the latter that most remote. 2875 Darwin Insectiv . 

PL x . 251 From the distal to the basal end of a leaf. 2882 
Mivart Cat 37 The paw is the distal part of a limb. I 

b. transf. 

2882 D. Hooper in Standard 10 Oct. 2/2 The drainage- 
pipes are.. very imperfectly .. connected at their proximal 
or house termination, although they .must, by the Act, be 
well connected at their distal or main drain termination. 
x83s Klein Micro-organ. 4 Dis. (1886) 20 The distal end of 
the tube is introduced, .into the neck of the sterilised flask. 
1894 Westm. Gaz. 20 June 3/2 The distal message can be 
reproduced type-written. 

BistaXly (di*stali), adv. [f. piec. + -ly 2 .] 

In a distal direction ; at the distant or outer end. 

2870 Rolleston Anirn. Life 12 Their distally bifid trans- 
verse processes increase in size. 1872 Mivart Elem. Auat • 

71 Ribs may also bifurcate distally. 

Distance (drstans), sb. Forms: 3 destance, 

4 -aunee, distawns, 4-6 distans, dis-, dys- 
taunce, 5 dis-, dystawnce, distauns, 3- distance, 
[a. OF. destance, distance (13th c. in Littre), ad. L. 
distdniia ‘ standing apart’, hence * separation, 
opening (between) ; distance, remoteness ; differ- 
ence, diversity”, f. distant-em pr. pple. , Distant. 
By a further development, OF. destance had the 
sense * discord, quarrel which was also the earliest 
in Eng. In senses adopted directly from Latin, the 
form distance was used in OF., and this soon be- 
came the only form in Eng. The chronological 
appearance of the senses does not correspond to the 
logical development in L.] 

I. [from OF. destance discord, quarrel.] 

+ 1 . The condition of being at variance ; discord, 
disagreement, dissension; dispute, debate. 

(After 1600, passing into the sense of ‘ estrangement, cool- 
ness ; cf. sense 8.) 

XZ97 R. Glouc. (1724) 5x1 The barons sende to the King 
Philip of France, That he hom sende socour in this luther 
destance. 1375 Barbour B-rnce vn. 620 Emang thame su- 
danly Thair raiss debate and gret distans. 1393 Gower 
Con/. III. 348 And thus we fellen in distaunce My prest 
and I. a 1400 Octouian 1523 He was y-take with greet 
destaunce And ot her kynges four, c 1430 Lydg. Min. Poems 
(1840) 6o(Matz.) Triew people to sette at distaunce. c 1470 
Harding Chron. cliii. i, In Wales Morgan made war & 
great distaunce. 1523 Ld. Berners Froiss. I. ccclvii. 578 
They were in suche vnyte, that there was no dystaunce 
amonge them. 2605 Shaks. Macb. 111. i. 115. 2667 Pepys 
Diary (1877) V. 18 This. . do breed a kind of inward distance 
between the King and the Duke of York. 1752 Fielding 
Amelia 11. ii. There was some little distance between them, 
which I hoped to have the happiness of accommodating. 

4 b. With a and pi. An instance of this ; a 
quarrel, a disagreement ; in later use, an estrange- 
ment. Obs. 

c 1290 Beket 1267 in .S'. Eng. Leg. 1. 142 A destaunce bare 
is isproungue li^tliche in Engelonde, J?at destourbez al b at 
lond. 1297 R. Glouc. (1724) 570 Subb e b er was at Londone 
a lute destance, ich wene. 0x330 R. Brunne Chron. (x8io) 
294 Bituex b« kyng of France & |>e erle William Was pat 
tyme a distance, c 1430 Lydg. Bochas in. vil (1554) 79 a, 
He told them plainly of a great distaunce . . and a discencion. 
1650 B. Discolliminium 30 It would allay and heale many 
great distances, and procure many . . friends. 1666 Pepys 
Diary xo Sept., There have been some late distances 
between his lady and him. 

f c. Without distance : without debate, discord, 
or opposition ; often parenthetically qualifying the 
statement : Without dispute or contradiction, as- 
suredly, * y wis Obs. 

c 1325 Coer de L. 2032 In March moneth, the Kyng of 
Fraunce Went to ship without distaunce. c 2400 Catos 
Morals 320 in Cursor M. p. 1673, & }?ou se first chaunce, 
[co]rae wi)?-out distaunce, first pou bit take. ci43° Eyr 
Tryam. 10x7 And let owre londys be in pees, Wy thowtyn 
any dystawnce. c 24S0 Toivneley Myst. 21 Sex hundreth 
yere and od have I, without distance, In erth. .liffyd. 14., 
Cokwold’s Daunce 136 in Hazl. E. P. P. I. 44 After mete 
with out distans. The cokwolds schuld together danse. 

II. [from L. distantia in sense ‘ difference \] 
f 2 . Difference, diversity. Obs. 

2382 Wyclif Deut. i. Noon shal he distaunce of per- 
sones. 1481 Caxton Myrr. 1. xiv. 46 She gyueth to one 
somme thyng that another hath not in hym, how be it that 
noman can perceyue any distaunce. 2556 Aurelio 4* I sab. 
(1608; Gvij, There is yet founde in suche errour grete dis- 
tance betwene affection and reason. 

III. [from L. distantia, F. distance , in the sense 
of 1 being apart in space \] 

3 . The fact or condition of being apart or far off 
in space ; remoteness. 

2594 Carew Huarte's Exam . Wits (1616) 23 Places .. 
that are not more than a little league in distance. 2660 
Hickeringill Jamaica (i66x) 54 Distance and absence 
usually enhanceth the affections of near friends. 1709 Pope 
Ess. Crit. 274 Which.. Due distance reconciles to form and 
grace. 2799 Campbell Pleas. Hope 1. 7 ’T» -distance lends 
enchantment to the view. 2820 Shelley Let. to M. Gis- 
bome 287 Afar the Contadino’s song is heard. Rude hut 
made sweet by distance. 


DISTANCE. 

4. The extent of space lying between any two 
objects ; the space to be passed over before reach- 
ing an object. With a and pi., an intervening 
space. 


2440 Promp. Parv. X23/1 Distawnce of place [P. or 
space] betwene ij thyngys, distancia. a 2542 Wyatt m 
TottelVs Misc. (Arb.) 74 When I think vpon the distaunce, 
and the space : That doth so farre deuide me from my 
dere desired face. 2559 W. Cunningham Cosmogr. Glasse 10 
The sterres kepe one uniforme distance m moving. 2000 
D. T. Ess. Pol. 4- Mor. 96 Ther is too great a distance 
betweene us and thee. 2663 Gerbier Counsel 34 A Head 
[consists] of so many distances between the one Eye and 
the other. 2690 Locke Hum. Und. 11. xiii. (R.) This space 
consider’d barely in length between any two bemgs, with- 
out considering anything else between them, is called dis- 
tance. 27x2 J. James tr. Le Blond's Gardening 160 lhe 
Plants are spaced out ., at three Foot Distances. 2800 
Tyndall Glac. 1. x. 66 The width of the fissure seemed to 
be fairly within jumping distance. 2868 Lockyer \ Elem. 

A sir on. ii. 8 7 (1870) 38 Astronomers now know the distance 
of the Sun from the Earth. 2892 Spectator 28 Feb.^lhe 
wedge-format "on is abandoned., and the ducks fly in single 
file, though the ‘ distances ’ are always accurately kept, 
b. Lineal extent. Obs. rare. 

2582 N. Lichefield tr. Castanheda's Conq. E. Ind. xxix. 

72 d, Whether it were a firme lande, as it did appeare . . by 
the great distance of the Goast that they had found. 

5 . Technical applications of 4. a. Milit. The 
space between man and man when standing in 
rank ; also the space between the ranks. 

Distance 0/ divisions ‘ is the number of paces, of thirty 
inches each, comprised in the front of any division or body, 
and is nearly three-fourths of the number of files’ (Stoc- 
queler 1853). Distance 0/ the bastion {Forti/)* * a term 
applied to the exterior polygon * {ibid.). 

1635 Barriffe Mil. Discip. vi. (2643)24 Distance is the 
space of ground, betweene man and man, either in file, or 
Ranke. 2690 S. Sewall Diary 24 Mar. (2878) I. 316, I goe 
into the field, pray with the South Company, Exercise 
them in a few Distances, Facings, Doublings. 1833 Regul. 
Jnstr. Cavalry 1. 67 Take Distance . . A horse’s length and 
half distance. Ibid. 222 The Files prove distance as di- 
rected. 2859 F, A. Griffiths Artil. Man. (1862) x6 Open 
to quarter tor wheeling) distance from the front. 

b. Fencing. A definite interval of space to be 
observed between two combatants. 

1592 Shaks. Rom. 4 Jul. 11. iv. 21 He fights as you sing 
pricksong, keeps time, distance, and proportion, he rests 
his minum, one, two, and the third in your bosom. 2611 
— Win/. T. ii. i. 233 In these times you stand on distance : 
your Passes, Stoccado’s, and I know not what. 2684 R. H. 
School Recr eat. 74 Being within Distance, approach with 
your first Motion. 2809 Roland Fencing 31 The words 
measure and distance are frequently used promiscuously, 
they being synonymous in Fencing. 

c. Horse-racing. The space measured back from 
the winning-post which a horse must have reached, 
in a heat-race, when the winning horse has covered 
the whole course, in order not to be 'distanced” 
or disqualified for subsequent heats, 

(The practice is obsolete in England, but not in U. S. 9 
where 4 distances ’ varying according^ to the length of the 
course are in use in trotting and running races.) 

1674 N. Cox Gentl. Recreat. v. (1686) 75 A Horse-length 
lost by odds of Weight in the first Tram, may prove & dis- 
tance in the streight Course at last; for the Weight is the 
same every Heat tho his strength be not. 2723 Lond. Gaz. 
No. 6172/4 The Horse., that wins two Heats and saves 
his Distance a third too, wins the Plate. 18x0 Sporting 
Mag. XXXVI. 241 When about two distances from home 
. . his colt hung upon the former. 2875 4 Stonehenge ’ 
Brit. Sports 11. 1. xiv. § 2. 490 A round, flat course, short 
of two miles by a distance. 2894 Standard 20 Oct. 6/1 
The 2000 yards— a mile and a distance, 4 distance ’ being the 
term for a measurement of 240 yards— of the new Cam- 
bridgeshire course. 

f d. Mus. An interval. Obs. 

2552 Robinson tr. More’s Utop. (Arb.) xi6 No other liu- 
inge creature, .perceaueth the concordaunte and discordant 
distaunces of soundes, and tunes. 2684 R. H. School 
Recreat. 120 Two lesser Distances .. named Semitones. 
2797 Monthly Mag, III. 226 They exhibit the author as 
straining after novelty by eccentric distances, and by move- 
ments out of cathedral time. 

e. In various technical phrases, as Focal d.* 
Polar d., Zenith d., etc. : see also these words. 

2696 Phillips, Distance . . in Navigation . . signifies the 
number of Degrees, Leagues, &c., that a Ship has fail’d 
from any purposed point; or the Distance m Degrees, 
Leagues, &c., of any two Places. *727-52 Chambers Cycl., 
Line 0/ Distance* in perspective, is a right line drawn from 
the eye to the principal point ... Point 0/ Distance* in per- 
spective, is a point in the horizontal line at such distance 
from the principal point, as is that of the eye from the 
same. 276a Falconer Shipwr. 1. 748 Thus height and 
polar distance are obtain’d, Then latitude and declination 
gain'd. 2795 Gentl. Mag. 541 A Objects . . placed beyond 
the focal distance. 28x9 Jas. Wilson Diet. Astrol. 81 The 
distance of any place is found by subtracting the ascension 
of the preceding part, or its descension, from that of the 
succeeding part. 2832 Nat. Philos .* Elecir. vi. § 87. 23 
(Useful Knowl. Soc.) The distance between the conducting 
bodies requisite for the transfer of electricity through the 
air, or what is termed the striking distance. 2834 Ibid., 
Navig. 1. ii. § is The lines which make with, the meridian 
lines the angles called courses are called nautical distances. 
1837 Penny Cycl. IX. 22/2 This common word . . is very 
frequently applied to angular distance, meaning the angle 
of separation which the directions of two bodies include . . 
In the apparent sphere of the heavens, distance always 
means angular distance. 2876 Gwilt Encycl. A rckit. Gloss,, 
Distance of the Eye, in perspective, the distance of the 
eye from the picture in a line perpendicular to the plane 
thereof. 


DISTA HOT, 


DISTANT. 


8 . Remoteness, or degree of remoteness, in 
any relation to which spatial terms are transferred 
or figuratively applied ; e.g. in likeness, relation* 
ship, allusion, degree, etc, ‘Ideal disjunction, 
mental separation’ (J.). 

1667 Wood Life lOxf. Hist. Soc.) II. 108 This . . was soe 
much resented that Mr. Vernon in a sermon at S. Marie's 
told the auditory at a distance of it [/. e . by a distant allu- 
sion]. 1698 Fryer Acc. E. India # P. 93 A Shiek is a 
Cousin too, at a distance, a 1715 Burnet Own Time (1823) 
I. 393 They did it at so great a distance, that . . there was 
no danger of misprision of treason. 1871 B. Stewart 
Heat § 301 Some [substances] being near their melting- 
points, others at a great distance from them. 1875 Maine 
Hist. Inst. ii. 30 The mistake . . I conceive to have been 
an effect of mental distance. 1876 Mozley Univ. Serm, 
iii. (1877) 67 The distance of an end raises the rank of the 
labour undergone for it. 

f 7. Position (high or low) with respect to others; 
class, rank. Ol>s. rare. 

*655 Fuller Ck. Hist. vm. it. § 33, I am not satisfied in 
what distance properly to place these persons. Some .. 
will account it too high, to rank them amongst Martyrs ; 
and surely, I conceive it too low, to esteem them but bare 
Confessours. 

8 . Of relations of personal intercourse : Remote- 
ness in intercourse, the opposite of intimacy or 
familiarity, arising from disparity of rank or station, 
or exclusiveness of feeling : hence, on the one part, 
a. Aloofness, * stand-off-ness excessive reserve or 
dignity ; on the other, to. Deferential attitude, de- 
ference. 

1597 Shaks. Loved s Com fit, 151 With safest distance 
I nune honour shielded. Ibid . 237 She. .kept cold distance, 
and did thence remove. To spend her living in eternal love. 
1604 — Oth . in, iii. 13 He shall . in strangenesse stand no 
farther off, Than in a politique distance. 

a. x6do F. Brooke tr. Le Blanc’s Trav. 294 He was 
a benigue and courteous Prince, affectionate .. without 
state or distance. 1738. Neal Hist. Purit . IV. 88 To let 
them see how little he valued those distances he was bound 
to observe for form sake with others. 1765 Orton Mean . P. 
Doddridge via. 199 He had contracted nothing of that 
moroseness and distance. 18x8 J as. Mill Brit, India II. 
v. vii. 620 They put on the forms of distance ; and stood 
upon elevated terms, 1837 Macaulay Country Clergy m. 
Trip vi, No fleering 1 no distance l no scorn. 

b. 1689 Andros Tracts II. 107 The Government expects 
to be treated with more Distance and Difference, 1699 
Bentley Phal. 287 I'll observe the respect and distance 
that’s due to him from his Scholar. <*1700 Dryden (J.), 

I hope your modesty Will know, what distance to the 
crown is due. 1742 F ielding % Andrews 1. ix, Slipslop . . 
had preserved hitherto a distance to her lady. 

e. To keep one's distance: to observe the due 
reserve and avoidance of familiarity which are 
proper to one’s position. To know one's distance : 
to recognize what distance ought to be kept. 

z6or Shaks. All's Well v. iii. 212 She knew her distance, 
and did angle for race. Madding my eagernesse with her 
restraint. 1624 Massinger Pari. Lave n. iii, Pray you, 
keep your distance, And grow not rude. 164a Fuller 
Holy \ Prof. St. iv. xvi. 325 Teaching words their distance 
to wait on his matter. x66o T. > M. Hist. Indepcnd. iv. 65 
They intended to curb the Wallingford party, by teaching 
them manners, and to know their distance. 1727 Pope 
Th. on Par. Subf. Swift’s Wks. 1755 II. i« 231 If a man 
makes me keep ray distance, the comfort is, he keeps his at 
the same time. 1773 Goldsm. Stoops to Cong. 11, It won’t 
do ; so I beg you'll keep your distance. 1831 Society I. 12 
Her mother . . treated himwith bare civility, to make him, 
as she expressed it, keep his distance. 

9. In prepositional phrases and constructions, a. 
At a distance, at d . : remote, far away; also, at a 
specified interval of space (see also sense 6). So 
t in distance (obs). Out of distance : too far away, 
out of reach. 

1638 Sir T. Herbert Trav. (ed. 2) « The Distoore and 
other Lay-men (at 12 foot distance) surround the holy 
Diety. 1634 Codrington tr. Hist. Ivstine 74 To those who 
at distance do observe it. 1633 Fuller Ck. Hist . ix. vi. § 29 
The wary Archbishop, not over-fond of his friendship, kept 
him at distance. 1697 Dampier Voy. I, 261 At a distance it 
appears like an Island. 1711 Steele Sped. No. 96 * 2 My 
Master, .has often been whipp’d for not keeping me at a dis- 
tance. 1723 Addison Guardian No. 167*8 At about a mile’s 
distance from the black temple, c 1790 Willock Voy. 305 At 
a safe distance from the scene of action. 1845 M. Pattison 
Ess. (1889) I. 17 At no great distance from the Island City. 
1847 Tennyson Princ. vi. 67 Blanche At distance follow’d. 

1563 W. Fulke Meteors (1640) 42 Not .. too farre off ., 
neither yet too neere .. but in a competent and middle dis- 
tance. 160a MauSton Antonio's Rev. iv. i, Kept in distance 
at the halberts point, a 16x3 Overbury Newes from Sea 
Wks. (x8s6) i8x A mans companions are (like ships) to be 
kept in distance, for falling foule one of another. 

1641 Bp. Hall Rem. Wks. (r66o) 93 Those that are out of 
distance what noise so ever they make, are not heard. 164* 
Fuller Holy fy Prof. St. n. xvii. 114 He never demands 
out of distance of the price he intends to take. 1633 — Ck. 
Hist. vi. i. § 16 For skill in School-Divinity they beat all 
other Orders quite out of distance. 18x3 Jane Austen 
Emma it. xiv. 233 We are rather out of distance from the 
very striking beauties. 

to. Also used without preposition as an adverbial 
adjunct of measure. 

i 577 & Googe Herestack's Hnsb. ir. (1586) 99 Take 
heede .. . that your trees stand a good distance a sunder. 
*397 Shaks. 2 Hen. IV, iv. L 226 Pleaseth your Lordship 
To meet his Grace, iust distance ’tweene our Armies? 1697 
Dampier Voy. I. 116 A Rock a good distance from the 
shore, a 17x9 Addison (J.), He lived but a few miles 
distance from her father’s house. 179a Genii. Mag. 
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X3/2 The bridge . . is some little distance from the main 
street. 

10. eilipt. A point or place at a distance, the 
region in the distance, a. A point at a distance, 
a distant point. Chiefly in the phrases from , 
to a distance. 

1782 Cowper Progr. Err. 202 Viewed from a distance . . 
Folly and Innocence are so alike, c 1790 Willock Voy. 316, 

I found I was unable to walk to any distance. 1843 Darwin 
Voy. Nat . i. (1890) 8 The rocks of St. Paul appear from 
a distance of a brilliantly white colour. Mod. Visitors from 
a distance have the preference. He has removed to a distance, 
to. The remote pait of the field of vision or per- 
ception ; the distant or far-off region ; esp. in the 
phr . in the distance. 

1813 Shelley Q, Mabn. 84 There was a little light That 
twinkled in the misty distance. 1847 Tennyson Princ. 
iv. 63 A trumpet in the distance pealing news. 2856 Kane 
A ret. ExpL I. v. 4 6 AH the back country appeared one 
great rolling distance of glacier.. 1887 Bowen V irg. AEncid 
1. 34 Scarce had Sicily’s shores in the distance faded away. 
1891 Gladstone in Daily News 28 Jan. 3/3 Viewed now, 
calmly, in the light of the golden distance. 

C. Painting , etc. Tne distant part of a land- 
scape ; the part of a picture representing this. 

Middle distance , the part midway between the foreground 
and the remote region. 

1706 Art of Painting (1744) 424 Accustom’d himself to 
take in a large extent of hills and distance. 18x3 Examiner 
10 May 299/2 His .. greyish green middle-distance, blue 
horizon, and grey sky, constitute a rich system of colour. 
1863 Kingsley Herezo. Prel. 18 Dark and sad . . autumn days, 
when all the distances were shut off. x86x Thornbury 
Turner (1862) I. 89 His distances were low, and his trees 
ill-formed. x8gx T. Hardy Tcss I. ii, .The atmosphere, .is 
so tinged with azure, that what artists call the middle 
distance partakes also of that hue. 

11. transf. The extent or ‘space’ of time between 
two events ; an interval/intervening period. (Now 
only in phr. distance of time , implying remote- 
ness.) 

c 1384 Chaucer H. Fame 1. 18 To h no we. .neyther the 
distaunce Of tymes of hem. 1494 Fabyan C/troti. vii. 550 
After a dystaunce or pause of tyme, the archebysshop .. 
stode vp and askyd [etc.]. 1622 Sparrow Bk. Com. Prayer 

(1661) 244 The Communion-Service is to be some good 
distance after the Morning Service. 1699 Bentley Phal. 
404 From the Date of the Mosaic Law to the Prophecy of 
Ezekiel, there’s a distance of 900 Years. 1774 B'oote 
Cozeners hi, Wks. 1799 II. 180 Take this draught three 
times a day, at two hours distance. 1820 Scoresby Acc. 
A rdic Reg. L 43 At the distance of eighteen to thirty 
years, from the time when the several navigations were 
performed. 1849 Macaulay Hist. Eng. I. 455 An ap- 
prehension not to be mentioned, even at this distance of 
time, without shame and indignation. 1871 Morley Vol- 
taire (x886) 172 The connection may be seen at our distance 
of time to nave been marked and unmistakable. 

12. atirib. and Comb., as distance-language ; dis- 
tance-softened, distance-veiled adj s. Also distance- 
block, a block inserted between two objects to 
keep them a required distance apart ; distance- 
flag (. Horse-racing )> a flag held by the man who is 
stationed at the distance-post ; distance-judge, 
a judge stationed at the distance-post, a post (or 
flag) placed at the fixed ‘ distance ’ (see 5 c) in front 
of the winning post in a heat-race, to note what 
horses are ‘distanced’, through failing to reach 
this before the winner passes the winning-post ; dis- 
tance-piece = distance-block ; distance -signal : 
see Distant 3 d ; distance-stand, a stand erected 
at the distance-post on a race-course. 

1809 British Press 6 Apr. in Spirit Pub. Jmls. (x8io) 
XIII. 63 Gibby and Premier . . were scarcely able to strike 
a trot in passing the distance-post.. 1809 J. P. Roberdean 
Ibid. 162 You a'n’t near even the distance-post of notoriety. 
1830 Mrs. Browning Poems II. 196 You can hear that 
evermore Distance-softened noise. .1870 Blaine Encycl. 
Rur. Sports m. iv. 371 In coming in on the right of the 
course, there should be two distance-posts ; the first is to 
be erected two hundred and forty yards from the winning- 
post; the second.a hundred and twenty from it. Ibid. 372 
So that the man in the distance-stand may clearly see the 
winning-post, and be ready to drop the distance-flag. 1874 
Distance signal [see Distant 3d]. 1883 A. J. Menken 
Infelicia 93 There cometh a hum, as of distance-veiled 
battle. 1894 H. Drummond Ascent of Man .233 This new 
distance-language began again at the beginning, just as all 
Language does, by employing signs. 

Di/stance, V. [f.prec. sb. Of. F. distancer ( 14 th 
c. in Hatz.-Darm.).] 

1. irans . To place at a distance ; to separate by 
a space ; to eloign. 

1378 Banister Hist. Man 1. 19 The head is distaunsed 
from the body so much in man, for the cause of Aspera 
Arteria. 1624 T. Scott Eng. Spanish Pilgr. iii. 14 Furnished 
with some 50 beds, distanced onely by a partition of boards. 
a 1661 Fuller Worthies, Hantshire it. 1 Not to speak of 
the friendly Sea conveniently distanced from London. x86o 
Emerson Cond. Life, Fate 19 This insight,. distances those 
who share it from those who share it not. 

■f to. To fix the distance of. Obs. 

1690 Act 2 W.% M. in Lond. Gaz, (1706) No. 4292/3 All 
Persons paying to any Lamps, distanced by two of Her 
Majesty’s Justices of the Peace, are exempted from hanging 
out a Lanthom and. Candle. 371s Lepni Palladio's 
Archit. (1742) I. 21 This manner of distancing the Column 
is. .call’d Systylos. 

+ c. To express the distance of. Obs. rare. 

1630 Fuller Pisgah L xiiu 40 The Hebrews distanced 
their places by severall measures. 


2 . To make to appear distant. 

1693 Dryden tr. Dufresno/s Art Paint. (J.), That which 
gives a relievo to a bowl, is the quick light, or white, which 
appears to be on the side nearest to us, and the black by 
consequence distances the object.. 1864 Lowell Fireside 
Trav. 198 Mountains, which the ripe Italian air distances 
with a bloom like that on unplucked grapes. 

•f 3 . intr. To be distant; to go to a distance. 
Obs. rare. 

1614 T. Adams in Spurgeon Treas. Dav. Ps. cvi. 5 The 
less they distanced from the beginning, the poorer they 
were. 1658 J. Webb tr. Calprenede' s Cleopatra vm. i, 7 
Unable to hinder their distancing, .a great way from the 
place of combate. 

4 . trans. To put or leave at a distance by 
superior speed; to outstrip or leave behind in a 
race, or (Jig.) in any competition. ^ 

164a H. More Song of Soul 11. iii. 1. xxi, The Sun and all 
the starres that do appear She feels them in herself, can 
distance all. 1691 Norris Pract. D isc. 37 We are utterly 
Distanc’d in the Race. 1712 W. Rogers Voy. 127 He 
distanc'd and tir’d both the Dog and the Men. 1851 Longf. 
Gold. Leg. v. Foot of the Alps, Our fleeter steeds have 
distanced our attendants. 1856 Lever Martins' of Cro* M. 
55 [He] had distanced all liis competitors in his College 
career. 

to. To put or leave (a place) at a distance by 
going away from it ; to leave behind. 

1873 Mrs. Charles in Sunday Mag. Feb. 332 We heard 
the joyous voices sound louder and freer as they distanced 
the solemn precincts, 

c. To keep at a distance from. ? Obs. 

3786 Mad. D'Arblay Diary 28 Nov., I wished them well 
. .but I distanced them to the best of my power. 

d. Horse-racing. To beat by a distance: see 
quot. 1803 and Distance sb. 5 c. 

1674 N. Cox Gentl. Recreat. v. (1686) 72 The hindmost 
Horse being bound to follow him, within a certain distance 
agreed on. .and which ever Horse could distance the other 
won the Match. 1707 Lond. Gaz, No. 4363/4 Paying a 
Guinea Entrance (which is to go to the second Horse, 
distanc’d or not distanc’d). 1713 Steele Guardian No. 6 . 

I» 5 He puts in for the Queen’s plate every year, with orders 
to his rider never to win or be distanced. 1803 M. Cutler 
in Life, etc, (x888) II. 142 At a distance of about ten rods., 
is another stage, .called the distanced stage. If any horses 
in the race do not arrive at this stage before the foremost 
arrives at the stage from which they started, they are said to 
be distanced, and are taken out, and not suffered to run again 
in the same race. 

fig. 1822 Scott Nigel i, Vincent beat his companion 
beyond the distance-post, in . . dexterity of hand . . and 
double-distanced him in all respecting the commercial 
affairs of the shop. 

Hence Distancing vbl. sb. and ppl. a. 

1658 J. Webb tr. Calprenede' s Cleopatra vm. x. 7 To regret 
the distancing of Coriolanus, whom she fled, and whose 
Infidelity she detested. 1786 Mad. D’Arblay Diary 23 
Dec., His appearance and air are dignified . . but cold, and 
rather distancing. x8x6 Sporting flag. XLVII, 233 On 
account of such distancing superiority. 

Distanced (di'stanst) , ppl. a. [f. prec. + -ED 1 .] 
fl. Put or set at a distance ; remote, distant. Obs. 
1654 tr. Scudery's Curia Pol. 135 Alexander the Great 
commanded Subjects (though remote and distanced) in the 
farthest parts. 1668 H. More Div. Dial. iii. xxviii. 481 
The distanced Singing of the chearful Birds. 1672 — Brief 
Reply 9x In many thousand far distanced places at 
once. 

+ to. At variance, differing in opinion. Obs. 

X644 J. Goodwin Innoc . Triumph. (1645) 54 Persons, not 
onely distanced in their judgements about Church-Govern- 
ment, but about the God-head of Christ. 

2. Left behind, outstripped as in a race. 

17x3 Gay Fan Poems 1745 I. 31 The hounding damsel flies, 
Strains to the goal, the distanc’d lover dies. 17x5-20 Pope 
Iliad xi. 20O' Still slaughtering on, the king of men pro- 
ceeds; The distanced army wonders at his deeds. 

to. Horse-racing. Beaten by a distance: see 
Distance sb. 5 c, 

1737 Bracken Farriery Impr. (1757) II. 168 When they 
happen’d to ride a distanc’d Horse. 1870 Blaine Encycl. 
Rur. Sports iii. iv. 363 A distanced horse cannot start again, 

Bi'stauceless, a. [f. Distance sb. io b + 
-less.] In which things in the distance are not 
visible. 

1851 Kingsley Yeast i. (D.), A silent, dim, distanceless, 
rotting day in March. 

Distancy (di’stansi). rare. [ad. L. distdntia 
Distance : see -ancy.] 
f 1 . Disagreement, difference. Ohs. 

1628 T. Spencer Logick 68 Dissenteth. This word .. 
signifieth a distancy, arising from a varietie. 

1 2 . Distantness in space. Obs . 

1642 H. More Sons of Soul iii. n. vi. (R.), Even absent 
things may be seen by phantasie ; By sense things present 
at a distancie. 1647 — Philos. Poems, Infen . Worlds xxxix. 
There is a distancy In empty space. 

3 . Distantness in manner. 

1836 Rand. Recoil. Ho. Lordi xiu. 277 A certain distancy 
and reservedness, '*883 Chamb. Jml. 690 He hid bis feel- 
ings under the habitual mask of stolid distancy. 

Bistazmic (daistse-nik), a. Chem. [f. Di- 2 2 
+ Stannic.] Of or containing two equivalents of 
tin (stannum'). 

1873 Townes' Chem. (ed. 11) 593 It forms dlstannic oxy- 
hexethide. 

Distant (distant), a. [a. F. distant (Oresme, 
14th c.), ad. L. distdnt-em standing apart, separate, 
distant, different, pr. pple. of distdre to stand apart : 
see Distance.] 
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DISTASTED, 


1. Separate or apart in space (by a specified in- 
terval). Const .from. 

C1391 Chaucer Astrol. i. § 17 It departeth the furste 
Moevable. .in 2 Hike parties, evene distantz fro the poles of 
this world. 1546 Mem. Rip on (Surtees) III. 26 The same 
is distaunt from the paroch Church ccec Foote. 1559 W* 
Cunningham Cosmog r. Glasse 125 Within which draw an 
other Circle, a finger bredth distant. 1568 Grafton Citron . 
II. 1284 The armies.. not distaunt by estimation above two 
myles. 1611 Bible Exod. xxxvi. 22 One board had two 
tenons, equally distant one from another. 1684 R. H. 
School Recreat. 46 Hold it even with the Muzzle of the 
Musket . .about an Inch distant. 1778 Miss Burney Evelina 
iv, This retired place, to which Dorchester, the nearest 
town, is seven iniles_ distant. 183 z Act 2-3 Will. IV , c. 64 
Sched. O. 38 A straight line drawn due east to a point one 
hundred yards distant. 

2. Separated by an unspecified but large or con- 
siderable space ; far apart, not close together. 

(Often used in Nat. Hist, of teeth, spines, hairs, leaves, 
spots, etc.) 

1548 Hall Citron., Hen. V 'an. 1) (R.), All other nacions 
were astonnied to se suche an honorable compaignie come 
from a countree so farre distant. 1577 B. Googe Heresbach’s 
Hush. m. (1586) 154 b, His fa dog’s] shoulder pointes well 
distant, c 1586 C'tess Pembroke Ps. lxxii. vii, The woods, 
where enterlaced trees . . Ioyne at the head, though distant 
at the knees. 1667 Milton P. L. x. 362, I felt. Though dis- 
tant from time Worlds between, yet felt That I must after 
thee with this thy Son. ^ 1760 Anne Steele Hymn f O for 
one celestial ray' ii, Distant from thy blest abode. 1762 
Falconer Shipwr. 1. 43 In distant souls congenial passions 
glow. 1828 Stark:. Blew. Nat. Hist. 1. 465 Jaws armed 
with pointed and distant teeth. 

3. Standing, lying, or taking place afar off ; not 
near at hand, remote. 

1590 Shaks. Mids.fi. 11, ii. 60 So farre be distant, and 
good night sweet friend. 1697 Drydf.n Virg. Georg, hi. 
392 The. Stallion trembles for the distant Mare. 1710 
Pope Windsor For. 401 Earth's distant, ends our glory shall 
behold. 1712 W. Rogers Voy. 2 Furnish’d with all Neces- 
saries ... for a distant Undertaking. 1747 Gray (title). Ode 
on a Distant Prospect of Eton College. 1817 Wolfe Burial 
Sir J. Moore vii, We heard the distant and random gun 
That the foe was sullenly firing. 1850 Kingsley A It. Locke 

I, Even the Surrey hills . . Are to me a distant fairy land. 
1879 Harlan Eyesight viii. 105 Distant vision is a passive 
sensation not more exhausting than breathing. 

fb. Long in extent. Obs. rare. 

1705 Bosman Guinea 250 If the Trees be high, or the way 
any thing distant. 

c. Of the eyes: Looking into the far-distance. 
rare. 

1873 Black Pr. Thule xxi. 333 Her companion's pale face 
and troubled and distant eyes. 1877 — Green Past, i. The 
large and tender eyes are distant and troubled. 

d. Distant signal : spec, on railways : a signal 
placed some distance in advance of a home signal 
to give earlier intimation of what the latter indi- 
cates (orig. one placed some distance in advance 
of the point of danger) ; also called distance 
signal. 

1820 Scoresby Acc. Arctic Reg. III. 524 The sails of the 
ship are frequently used as distant signals. 1874 R. C. 
Rapier Signals Railw. 15 A distance signal was put up at 
St. Margaret’s, near Edinburgh,. 250 yards in advance of 
the point of danger ; and after this distant signals became 
general. Ibid. The Great Northern was, at its construction 
in 1832, completely fitted with distant signals of the sema- 
phore type. Ibid. 46 Separate distant signal arms for each 
home signal. 1889 G. Findlay Eng. Railway 68 The 
distant, signal is placed at varying distances behind the 
home signal, according to circumstances. 

4. Far apart or remote in time. 

1603 Shaks. Mcas.for M. n. i. 93 We had but two in the 
house, which at that very distant time stood, as it were in 
a fruit dish. 1732 Berkeley Alcipkr. vr. § 8 The books of 
Holy Scripture were written . . at distant times. 1757 Glynn 
Day of yudgent. (Mason 1 , Whom distant ages to each 
other’s sight Had long denied. 1849 Macaulay Hist. Eng. 

II, 148 The Parliament was again prorogued to a distant 
day. i860 Tyndall Glac. it. viii. 264 The glacier may also 
diminish in length at distant intervals. 

5. trails/. and fig. Remote in relations other than 
those of space and time. Distant likeness : a faint 
resemblance; the opposite of a close resem- 
blance. 

1538 Starkey England 1, iv. 108 A grete faute in our 
pollycy and much dystant from al cyuyle ordur, 1674 
N. Cox Genii. Recreat. v. (1686) 76 He may be far distant 
from that perfect State of Body. 1711 Addison Sped. No. 
122 f 9, I could still discover a distant Resemblance of my 
old Friend. 1777 Sheridan Sch. Scarnl. iv. iii, I. haven’t 
the most distan t idea. 1866 Argyll R eign Law vi. (1871) 
274 Is it only by distant analogy ? 1891 Leeds Mercury 
27 Apr. 4/7 Not even the most distant allusion was made 
to it. - 

b. spec. Remotely related in kinship. 
ai 6 ix Bf.aum. & Fl. Maids 7 'rag. in. i. Good day, 
Amintor 1 for, to me, the name Of brother is too distant. 
1768 Sterne Sent. Joum. (1778) II. 57 (Sword) Unlook'd 
for bequests from distant branches of his house. 1831 
Lytton Godolph. s A distant connexion of the deceased. 
1868 Freeman Norm. Conq. (1876) II. App. 671 Not a sister, 
hut a more distant kinswoman of the Emperor, 
f 6- Different in character or quality. C%, 

*659 Hammond On Ps. i. Heading to Paraphr. 5 The 
distant fate of pious and godless men. 1667 Decay Chr. 
Piety xix. f 2 Is it fit she should have guardians and 
champions of a quite distant temper? 1705 Stanhope 
Paraphr. I. 44 Distant opinions about the same Things. 
*7x0 Steele Tatler No. 26 F 1 Enrolling all Men in their 
distant classes, before they presume to dnnk Tea or Choco- 
late in those Places. 


7. Reserved in intercourse; standing aloof; not 
intimate or expressive of intimacy. 

1709 Steele Taller T^o. 12 6 v x The distant Behaviour 
of the Prude. 1766 Goldsm. Vic. W. xxxi. He. made Miss 
Wilmot a modest and distant bow. 2828 Life Pianier 
Jamaica (ed. 2) 209 [He] obtained a very distant and stately 
reception. 2 866 Mrs. H. Wood St. Martin’s Eve x, She 
desired Eleanor to he very distant with him. 

8 . Comb . 

1777 R. Potter JEsckylns (1779) I. 55 (Jod.) Train'd to 
bear The distant- wounding bow. 1788 Anna Seward Lett. 
(1811) II. 18 r The visits of distant-dwelling friends. 

•f Dista*ntial, n. Ohs. [f. L. distantia Dis- 
tance + -al.] Distant, far-off ; differing, diverse. 

2648 W. Mountacue Devout Ess. i. xii. § 1 (R.) Flow 
distanced are we from this ingenious coercion of our pol- 
luted fancies ! 2656 Blount Gtossogr., Distantial , differing 
or distant, far asunder, divers. 2676 H. More Remarks 
145 Colligating, .parts of the most distantial textures and 
consistencies. 1723 Derham Phys, Theol. viii. iv. 402 Their 
Cornea and Optick Nerve, .are only fitted to see distantial 
objects. 

t Bista‘ixtiate 5 v. Obs. [f. L. distantia Dis- 
tance + -ate 3.] trans. To take the distance of. 

1610 W. Folkingham Art of 'Survey u. v. 55 From con- 
uenient distances in the same, distantiate euery By, dis- 
persed in the Plot. 

Distantly (drstantli), adv. [f. Distant + 
-ly -.] In a distant manner. 

1. At a distance in space or time ; remotely, afar 

off. 

1675 tr. Camden’s Hist. Elis. an. 1580 (R.\ These Irish 
matters, though in time somewhat distantly acted, I have 
thought good to mention together. 1678 Cudworth Intell. 
Syst. 776 The Corporeal World is Distantly present, to the 
Intelligible. 1797 Mrs. Radcliffe Italian xii, Ellena 
followed distantly in the Abbess’s train. 

b. Widely apart, at considerable distances. 

1847 Hardy in Proc. Berw. Nat. Club II. No. v. 239 

Head, .distantly and deeply punctured, 

c. In a way expressing distance or remoteness, 

1873 Black Pr. 7 'hule xxviL 434 Her eyes were looking 

somewhat distantly at the sea. 

2. fig. Remotely (in other relations) ; not closely ; 
not intimately. 

a 2768 Sterne Let. iii. to Miss L— (R.\ I . . then most 
distantly hint at a droll foible in his character. 2822 Byron 
Werner 1. i. 194 I den. Perhaps you are related*!© my rela- 
tive . . Jos : We are, but distantly. 2828 Webster, Dis- 
tantly . .with reserve. 1848 C. Bronte J. Eyre xi, I am 
distantly related to the Rochesters by the mother’s side. 
Mod. He was distantly courteous. 

Di/stantness. rare. [f. as prec. + -ness.] 
The quality of being distant. 

1731 Bailey vol. II, Distantness , distance, a being distant 
from. Mod. He showed some distantness of manner. 

t Bista*s3k f v. Obs. rare. [Dis- 7 a.] trails. 
To relieve of a task, to exonerate. 

2593 Warner Alb. Eng. vm. xliii. (161:2) 207 On these doo 
vulgar Eares and Eyes so brimly waite and gaze, As they 
distaske our priuate Penne notorious Landes to blaze. 

+ Dista'stable, a. Obs. rare. [f. Distaste v. 
+ -able.] Distasteful. Hence Bista # stahly adv., 
with distaste or disgust. 

1607 S. Collins (1608) 37 The broth which a strange 
root hath made distastable. 2623 tr .Boccaccio’s Decameron , 
Modelt Wit 41b, Let him thinke that I can brooke those 
words as distastably, as you do or can his ill deeds. 

Distaste (distast), sb. Also 7 distast. [f. 
Dis- 9 + Taste sb. : prob. as a rendering of It. 
disgusto , OF . desgonst: see Florio and Cotgrave.] 

1. Disrelish or dislike of food or drink ; nausea ; 
bad taste in the mouth. Now rare or Obs . 

1398 Florio, Sgusto, disgust, distast, vnkindnes, dislike. 
2624 Bp. Hall Recoil. Treat . 1008 Moses was. , in the same 
distaste of bitternes. 263s B rath wait A read. Pr. 1. 200 
Nor house, nor ground, nor any kind of wealth Can relish his 
distaste that has no health. 2733 N. Torriano Gangr. Sore 
7 'hroat 28 [She] was seized . .in the Evening, with a Distaste; 
she had a very uneasy and tumbling Night. 1849 C. Bronte 
Shirley I. vi, in A positive crime might have been more 
easily pardoned than a symptom of distaste for the foreign 
comestibles. 

2. Disinclination, dislike; (moderate) aversion, 
disgust, or repugnance. 

2398 Florio, [see sense 1]. 1605 Bacon Adv. Learn. 1. 5 . 
§ 3 (1873) 8 Make application of our knowledge, to give our- 
selves repose and contentment, not distaste or repining. 
<22628 F. Greville Sidney (1652) 58 To raise a general 
distast in all men against the Government, a 2632 J. Smith 
Set. Disc. i. 27 Besides in wicked men there are sometimes 
distastes of vice. 1660 R. Coke Power fySuhj, 39 For there 
is no native who is not in distaste with somebody. 2726 
Shelvocke Voy. round World (1757) 455 Which gave the 
ships company, such a distaste of Clipperton. 2816 Keatinge 
Trav. (1817) 1 . 252 The Moors . . have a distaste /or the 
proselytes wnen made, a 182a Shelley Assassins ii, Their 
predilections and distastes. 2869 J. Martineau Ess. 11 . 5 
An aversion more resembling a distaste than a conviction. 
i3. Unpleasantness; annoyance, discomfort. Obs. 
2621 B. Jonson Poetaster v. i, Our ear is now too much 
profaned, grave Maro, With these distastes, to take thy 
sacred lines. 2625 Bacon Ess., Adversity (Arb.) 505 
Prosperity is not without many Feares and Distastes. 1722 
Steele Sped. No. 4 F 2 There are so many Gratifications 
attend this publick sort of Obscurity, that some little 
Distastes I daily receive have lost their Anguish, 

+ 4. Offence, cause of offence or dislike. Obs. 
2608 D. T. Ess. Pol. <5- Mor. 21 b, Court-Parasites . . do 
labor upon the least distast that is offred, to procure an 
utter dislike. 2698 J. Fryer Acc. E. India ty P. 256 To 


avoide giving distaste in not removing their Flats. 1709 
Strype Ann. Ref. I. xxv. 280 At which Bishop Cheny took 
such distast. 2731 Rape Helen 24 note, Achilles would not 
go to battle for some distaste Agamemnon had given him. 

f 5. Mutual aversion, estrangement, difference, 
quarrel. Obs. - ■ , 

1622 Sir W. Aston in Fortesc . Papers 132 The King and 
his ministers have taken some distast. 2623 ^ Bingham 
Xenophon 73 This was the only difference and distaste be- 
twixt Cherisophus and Xenophon during this whole iourney. 
2677 E. Smith in 12 th Rep. Hist. MSS. Comm. App.v. 38 
They say he murdered himselfe . . because of some distast 
betwixt his master and him. 2697 Dampier Voy. I. 433 
All civil and quiet. . No noise, nor appearance of distaste. 

Distaste (distu l *st), v. Now rare. (Frequent 
in 1 7 th c.) Also 7 distast. [f. Dis- 6 + Taste 
v. : prob. orig. an English rendering of It. (di)sgus- 
tare, or OF. desgouster: see Florio and Cctgr. In 
sense 5 used as f. Dis- 7 a + Taste sbi\ 
f 1. trans. To dislike the taste of, have no taste 
for, disrelish (food, drink, etc.). Obs. 

1586 Bright Melanch. xxxvi. 214 The tongue distasteth. 
all things even of most pleasant relish. 16x5 Latham; 
Falconry (1633) 104 If you finde her any whit to distaste 
the water, then put into it . . sugar-candie. 2641 French 
Distill, v. (1651) 144 It.. may be given - - to any that distast 
physick, in their milke, a 2662 Fuller Worthies (1840) 
III. 433 Distasting wholesome meat well dressed. 

2. To have or conceive a mental distaste for or 
repugnance to (anything) ; to regard with aversion 
or displeasure ; to have no taste for, disrelish, dislike. 

2592 Davies Immort . Soul xxx. xxxv. (1714) 98 These do 
by fits her Fantasie possess; But she distastes them all 
within a while. 2621 Burton Anal. Mel. 11. iv. 1. i. (1651) 
363 The Romans distasted them so much that they were 
often banished out of their city. 2733 ^ EAL Mist. Purit . 
II. 216 He was sorry that an established doctrine of the 
Church should be so distasted. 2805 Foster Ess. iii. 93 
[ He] should distaste the society of his class. 1893 Stevenson 
Catriona 60 A man . .whom I distasted at the first look, as 
we distaste a ferret or an earwig. 

f b. with obj. cl. or infin. phr. Obs. 

2596 Drayton Legends hi. 607 Who was so dull, that did 
not then distaste, That thus the King His Nobles should 
neglect? 2621 in L. Bacon Genesis of New Eng. Ch. (1874) 
xvi. 350 That you sent no lading in the ship is. .worthily 
distasted. 1629 Gaule Prod. The. x 6 x How doe we 
abhorre and distast, to think him opprobriously debased. 

•f 3. To offend the taste of ; to disgust, nauseate. 
2610 Heywood Gold. Age 11. Wks. 1874 III. 22 This meat 
distasts me, doth Lycaon . . feed vs with humane flesh? 
2636 Henshaw Horae Succ. 21 Never refuse health because 
the Physicke that should procure it is bitter; let it distast 
me so it heale me. 2678 Yng. Man’s Call. 235 Distempered 
stomacks, that are easily distasted. 

•f b. absol. or intr. To offend the taste ; to cause 
disgust. Obs. 

2604 Shaks. Oth. in. iff. 327 Poysons, Which at the first 
are scarce found to distaste. 2613-6 W. Browne Brit. 
Past. 11. iff. Then least his many cherries should distast, 
Some other fruit he brings than he brought last, ^ 2643 
5 Years K. James in Select. Hart. Misc. (1793) 310 Poisons, 
that neither discolour nor distaste. 

4. trans. To excite the dislike or aversion of ; 
to be distasteful to ; to displease, offend ; pass , to 
be displeased or offended (with, at). 

1597-8 Bacon Ess., Suitors (Arb.) 44 Suters are so dis- 
tasted with delaies, and abuses. 1638 Sir T. Herbert 
Trav. (ed.2) 100 Yet loth in any thing to distaste the King. 
1666 Pepys Diary 24 Oct., The Prince was distasted with 
my discourse . . about the sad state of the fleet. 2702 Ad- 
dison Dial. Medals ii. 35, I have sometimes however been 
very much distasted at this way of writing. 1709 J. John- 
son Clergym. Vade M. 11. p. xiii. The Apostle, .avoids the 
saying any thing that might distaste the Corinthians. 2833 
I. Taylor Fanat. vi. 192 No enormity can distaste or alarm 
him. 1893 Pall MallG. 18 Jan. 1/2 Threats and demonstrar* 
tions so violent as to distaste the sympathies of many. 

f b. absol. or intr. To cause displeasure or 
offence ; to be distasteful. Obs. 

1624 Sylvester Du B arias, Bethnlia’s Rescue 1. ax Great- 
gracious Lady, let it not distaste That Ivdith made not. . 
more haste To kisse Your bands. cx 6 x 8 Fletcher Q. 
Corinth 1. ii. 2654 Whitlock Zootomia Pref. Avij, If any 
thing that's good i’ th’ Book you see, Ascribe to God ; but 
what distasts, to mee. 

trans. To destroy or spoil the taste or 
savour of ; to render distasteful or tasteless. Obs. 

2606 Shaks. Tr. Cr. 11. IL 123 Her brainsicke raptures 
Cannot distaste the goodnesse of a quarrelJL 2627 FIieron 
Wks. II, 390 It is Jnough to sowre & to distaste the whole 
lumpe of our demotions. 2646 J. Hall Poems Pref., Neither 
am I solicitous how they savour, .and these I give over as 
already distasted. 2650 Trapp Comm. Deuter. xxviii. 15 
If it distaste not his dough, or empty his basket. 

Hence Dista*sting vbl. sb. 

2591 Sylvester Du Bartas 1. vfi. 377 For a light surfet, 
or a small dis-tasting. 1654 Whitlock Zootomia 280 Suffer 
anything through.. Indiscretion, or unadvised Distastings. 

Distasted, fpl a. [f, prec . + -ed U] 

1. Disrelished, disliked, fb. Deprived of taste, 
tasteless, insipid (obs.). 

a 2662 Fuller Worthies (2840) I. 362 To fight under so 
distasted a commander. 2663 Petty Taxes ^ 25 To be 
spectators of these mistaken and distasted vanities. 

2. Disgusted, offended; affected with, nausea, 
disgust, or dislike. 

2651 Fuller’s Abel Rediv ., Diazius 743 In the eare Of 
the distasted Pope. 2655 Moufet & Sennet Health’s 
Improv. (1746) 254 Weak, windy, distasted Stomachs. 2733 
Pope Let., to. E. Blount 27 June, The Spleenful, Ambitious, 
Diseas'd, Distasted .. Souls which this World affords. 
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Distasteful (distrustful), a. [f. Distaste jA] 

1 , Disagreeable to the taste ; causing disgust ; 
* nasty *. 

1612 Florio, Disgusteuole, distasteful!, Disgusioso, full 
of distaste, distastefull. . x6zx Burton Anat. Mel. l, ii. iv. 
iii. (1651) 348 After a distasteful purge., at the very sight 
©fphysick he would be distempered. i6go Dryden Don 
Sebastian m. i. (R.), Why shoud you pluck the green dis- 
tasteful fruit. 1875 H. C. Wood 'Tkerap, (1879) 49* The 
potash salts are exceedingly distasteful. 

2 . Causing dislike ; disagreeable, unpleasant, 
offensive. 

1607 Drayton Leg. Cromwell (R.), For *twas distasteful 
to my noble mind, That the vile world into my wants should 
look. 16 xj> J . Stephens Satyr . Ess . 240 He . . is as willing to 
embrace any, as not to bee distastfull unto any. 1669 
Dryden Tyrannic Lave iv. i, None but a fool distasteful 
truth will tell. 1782 Pennant yourn. fr, Chester (R.), Free- 
ing his country from so distasteful a minister. 1862 Ld. 
Brougham Brit. Const, xiii. 392 Persons distasteful to the 
Commons. 1895 J. Ambrose in Law Times XCIX. 546/1 
His work must not he made distasteful to him through too 
much drudgery. 

+ 3 . F nil of dislike ; showing dislike or aversion ; 
malevolent. Obs. 

1607 Shaks. Tim on 11. ii. 220 After distastefull lookes . . 
With certaine halfe-caps, and cold mouing nods, They froze 
me into Silence. 1639 TV Brugis tr. Camus’ Mor. Relat, 
344 Every one..soone growes^ distastfull of the prudent, 
because that he cannot be surprized. 1646 Sir T. Browne 
Pseud. Ep. iv. x. 204 The distastefull aversenesse of the 
Christian from the Jew. 

Distastefully, adv. [f. prec. +-ly 2.] 

1 . In a distasteful manner, or to a distasteful de- 
gree; disgustingly, offensively, unpleasantly. 

1631 Brathwait Whhnzies, Ruffian 84 They, .in the end 
grow distastefully rude to all the companie. a 1691 Boyle 
Hist. Air(x6gz) 366 The water . . would grow distastefully 
hot. 1727 Bailey vol. 21. pt. n, Distastfully, disagree- 
ablement F., offensive L. 

f 2 . With dislike or displeasure. Obs. 

*627 T. Rous Diary (Camden) 11 In generall to speake 
distastfully of the voyage. ^ 1638 Baker tr. Balzac’s Lett. 
(165^) II. 16 Yet take not distastefully an officious injury. 

Dista'stefulness. [f. as prec. + - ness.] 

1 . The quality of being distasteful; unpleasant- 
ness to the taste or mind, offensiveness. 

1654 W. Mountague Devout Ess.- n. x..§2 (R.) The allay- 
ing and qualifying much of the bitter ahd distastefulness of 
our physick. 1654 Whitlock Zootomia 343 To leave the 
Distastfulnesse of Comparison. 1821 Lockhart. Valerius 
III. xii. 296 There was something of distastefulness in the 
mirthful strains. 1840 Mill Disc. <$• Disc. (1859) h 99 
Speculation, .has been falling more and more into distaste- 
fulness and disrepute among the educated classes. 

*)• 2 . Dislike, aversion, repugnance. Obs. 

ax6z 5 Earl Bristol Let. to Jas. / in Cabala Supp. 121 
(T.) Out of a distastefulness of the former answer given. 
*642 Rogers Naaman 466 It is a distastfulnesse of heart. , 

t Dista'ster. Obs. [f. Distaste v. + -er 1 .] 
a. One who distastes or dislikes ; a disliker. b. 
One who inspires with distaste or disgust 

42x613 Overbury A Wife (1638) 183 A Distaster of the 
Time. 1623 N. Smith Pref. Verse m Cockeram’s Diet., 
Captious, yet wise seeming masters, Made by their curious 
eye, their owne distasters. 

Dista-sting, ppl a. [f. as prec. + -ing 2 ,] 

That distastes. 

1 . Feeling or showing distaste or dislike. 

*654 Whitlock Zootomia 460 Slander, Backbiting, Detrac- 
tion . . entertaine them with . . excusing Tongue, or distast- 
ing Silence. x8ax Lamb Elia Ser. i. Old fy New Schoolm., 
Doomed to read tedious homilies to distasting schoolboys., 

2 . Causing distaste; displeasing, offensive. 

3603 Harsnet Pop. Impost. 53 For sayahything distasting 
to them, .ye shall be sure to have the Devd put upon you 
for your labour, 1671 Flavel Fount Life ii. 4 If there be 
something ravishing. . there is also something distasting, 

t Dista'Stive, a. {sb.) Obs. [f. as prec. + -ive.] 

L Feeling or expressing distaste or dislike. 

1611 Speed Hist. Gt. Brit. ix. xv. §- 10 (R.) Such fleering 
pick-thanks, that blow them [my faults] stronger into your 
unwilling and distastiue ear. 

2 . Disgusting, unpleasant, offensive. 

1600 Newe Metamorphosis (Nares), Thus did they finishe 
their distastive songe. r6xt Speed Hist. Gt. Brit. ix. iii. 

: $ 8 A Niding, a word of such disgrace, and so distastiue vnto 
the English. 1642 Sir E. Dering Sp. on Relig. x. 78 Some 
endeavours of mine .. reported more distastive than before. 

B. sb. Anything unpleasant or distasteful. 

*654 Whitlock Zootomia 384 Pride . .jealousie.. or other 
Distastives incident to that part of advise, called Reproofe. 

t Distasture. Obs. [f. as prec. + -ure ] a. 
Disgust or loathing of food ; nausea, b. Displea- 
sure, vexation. 

x6ix Speed Hist. Gt. Brit. ix. xv. § 46 His body wearied 
with watching, distasture, and want of rest. Ibid. ix. xxixi. 
§ 32 (R.) This duke . . vpon this distasture impressed such 
dolour of minde..he liued not long after. 

il Distater (dnijst^-toa). [f. Dr- 2 + Stater 2.] 
An ancient Greek gold coin, of the value of two 
staters. 

1895 Daily News 9 May 3/3 A Thurium distater, with 
head of Pallas to the right. 

' Distaves, obs. pi. of Distaff. 

. t Diste*ctored, ppl a. Obs . nonce-wd. [f. 
Dis- 7 a + Tecture.] Deprived of the roof; un- 
roofed. 

1632 Lithgow Trav. vur. 352, 1 saw a distectured 
■house. 


DistegOUS (drstfgas), a. rare . [f. Gr. 

Di-^ -i' arty-r} a covering, roof + -ocs.j 4 Having 
two ridges * {Syd. Soc. Lex. 1 883). 

Distell, obs. So. form of Distil. 
Bistemonous (dsistl-monss), a. Bot. . [f. Gr. 
Si-, Di-2 + arrjpoov stamen + -ous.] Having two 
stamens; »=Diandrous. 

1883 in Syd. Soc. Lex. 

Distemper (diste-mpw), vX Now rare. Also 
4 des-, 4-5 distempre, 4-6 dystemper. [f. med. 
L. * distemper are, f. Dis- 4 + L. temperare to pro- 
portion or mingle properly, to regulate, temper. 

The verb in this sense is not recorded in OF., nor given in 
med. L. by Du Cange. But the latter has distem perdtus= 
male t&mperatus , and also the cognate verbal sbs. distem- 
perdntia, distemperamentum ; OF. hssdestempre', -trempl 
z=-distemperdUt$, immoderate, excessive, intemperate, de- 
ranged (in health), disordered ; It. has distent perare to alter 
the natural temperament or temperature of, distemperato 
altered in natural temperament, intemperate, immodest, ex- 
cessive; Sp. has desiemplar to alter, disconcert, untune, 
refl. to be ill with a fever.] 

f 1 . trans. To temper improperly by undue mix- 
ture of elements ; to disturb or derange the due 
proportion of (elements, humours, etc.). 

1340 Ayenb. 353 To he bodye of man come}? alle eueles uor 
J>e destempringe of pise uour qualites, oj?er of J?i se nour 
humours. 4:2386 Chaucer Pars. 7'.^752Thefourthe is when, 
thurgh the grete habundance of his mete, the humours in his 
body been destempred. 

+ 2. To disturb or derange the condition of the air, 
elements, weather, climate, etc. (chiefly in passive). 

1387 Trevisa HigdenMi. iv. (Rolls) VII. 311 J>at 3ere in 
Engelond was greet deej? of beestes and distemperynge of }>e 
ayer by fje whiche meny men deide [Hart, intemperance of 
the aier]. 1490-1612 [see Distempered i]. 3649 G. Daniel 
Trinarch., Hen. IV, v, Tis. in mee now doubly Distem- 
pered ; A Stormy Day and an vnquiet Age. 

3 . From the notion that attributed the ‘ humour* 
or ( temper’ to the preponderance of one or other 
of the bodily humours ; 

To disturb or disorder the humour, temper, or 
feelings of ; to put out of humour or temper ; to 
render ill-humoured or ill at ease ; to trouble, vex, 

‘ upset \ refl. and pass. To be or become disturbed 
in mind ; to ‘ put oneself out \ (Now rare or Obs., 
exc. asy^. from 4.) 

4:3386 Chaucer Melib. ? 270, I biseke yow. .that ye wol 
nat. .distempre youre herte, thogh I speke thyng that yow 
displese. c 1386 — Sompn. T. 487 Sire .. distempre yow 
noght..For goddes loue, youre pacience ye holde. 1581 
J. Bell Ansvo. Osor. 28 b. Your excessive pride hath dis- 
tempered and broken the gall of my patience. 1602 Shaks. 
Ham. in. ii. 3x2. 1603 Harsnet Pop . Impost. 135 None 
but Children and fooLes are distempered with Nicknames 
and Taunts. 3633 Bp. Hall Hard Texts , N. T. 332 Vainely 
distempering himselfe about idle and frivolous questions. 
1670 Eachard Cant. Clergy 122 And what though churches 
stand at a little further distance ? People may please to walk 
a mile without distempering themselves. 1813 Coleridge 
Remorse 1. ii, Strange, that this Monviedro Should have the 
power so to distemper me ! 

4 . Also, from the notion that diseases proceeded 
from a disturbance of the due proportion of the 
four humours : 

To disorder or derange the physical or bodily 
condition of; to render unhealthy or diseased ; to 
affect with a distemper ; to sicken. 

c 1380 Wyclif Sel. Wks. III. 157 Sum mon to lustfuly 
eetis or drinkes, and }>at distemperes a mon in body and in 
soule. 4:1400 Lanfrands Cirurg. 31 He ha)? noon o)?ir 
sijknesse wi|? him ne is nou^t distemperid. c 1420 Pallad. 
on Hnsb. 1. 273 They beth somer hoote and wyntir colde, 
That vyne, and grayne, and tre distempur wolde [nocent]. 
1530 Palsgr. 522/1 ‘This hote wether hath distempred him, 
1 feare me he shall have an ague. 1597 Shaks. 2 Hen . IV, 
iii, i. 41 Iris hut as a Body, yet distemper’d, Which to his 
former strength may be restor’d, With good aduice, and 
little Medicine. 1605 Bacon Adv. Learn. 11. x. § 2. 39 This 
variable composition of mans bodie hath made it as an In- 
strument easie to distemper. 1644 Q u arles Barnabas B. 
238 If every petty sickness distempers my body. 1769 De 
Foe’s Tour Gt. Brit. II. 128 If any .. are distempered, they 
are immediately put under proper Methods of Cure. 2833 
Chalmers Const. Man (1835) I. ii- 129 They would distemper 
the whole man. 

fa. To derange or disorder in brain or mind ; to 
render insane. 

c 1380 [see a], 1583 Pettie Guazzo’s Civ.Com> . 1. (1586) 4 
To doubt y* youre braine is distempered. x6xx Tourneur 
A th. Trag , v. ii, Griefe for his children’s death distempers 
him. 1658 Whole Duty Man viii. § 1. 68 If it be in danger 
to distemper our reason, a 1703 Burkitt On N. T., Mark 
v. 20 They have power to distemper their minds. 1865 
Lecky Ration. (1878) II. 27 Their imaginations, distem- 
pered by self-inflicted sufferings. 

t c. spec. To intoxicate ; refl. to get drunk. Obs. 

1491 Let. in R. Davies York Rec. (1843) 224 Wesupposide 
he was distemperide awther with aill or wyn. 1530 Palsgr. 
522/1 Distemper the nat with to moche drinke, for a dron- 
ken man is but a beest. 1568 T. N orth tr. Gueuara’s Diall 
Pr. iv. vii. 126 b, Wyne tempered with water, bringeth two 
commodity es. .bee shall not dystemper him self [etc. ]. 1679 
Penn Addr. Prot. 1. 9 When the very Tasting of the several 
sorts of .Wine.. . is enough to distemper a Temperate Head. 

5 . trans/. and fig. To disorder or mar the con- 
dition of ; to derange, confuse, put out of joint. 

X494 Fabyan Citron, vii. 392 Contynuell rayne, whiche dis- 
temperyd the grounde in suche wyse that, the yere folow,- 
ynge, whete was solde for Xviii. d. a bushell. 1577 B. Googe 


HeresbacJis Hnsb. iv. (1586) i8ob, [Honey] distempered 
with the sent of the flowres, ill seasoned in the Hives, and 
so often altred. x6ox Shaks. Twel. N. 11. i. 5 The malig- 
nancie of my fate, might perhaps distemper yours, 1650 
Fuller Pisgnh iv. iii. 44 Though barren for the main, and 
distempered with sterility, yet it [Desert of Paran] had some 
fertile intervalls. 1667 Milton P. L. xi. 56 Sin, that first 
Distemper'd all things. 2879 [see Distempered ppl. a. 4]. 

f6. To deprive (a metal) of 4 temper’. Obs. 
rare . [mod.F. ddtremper (1694 in Diet, Acad.).] 
2795 Pearson in Phil. Trans. LXXXV, 343 Wootz is not 
at all malleable when cold. . . It can be tempered and dis- 
tempered, but not to a considerable extent of degrees. 
Hence Diste*mpering vbl. sb. and ppl a. 

1340, 1387 [see above, senses 1, 2]. ^ 2604 Shaks. Ol h. 1. j. 

? 9 Being full of Supper, and distempring_ draughtes. 16x3-18 
)aniel Coll. Hist. Eng. (1626) 98 Their numbers growing 
so great, as bred many . , distemprings betweene the nations. 
1855 Lynch Rivulet xxvii. i, To rid me of distempering 
beat. 

Biste-mper, vf [ad. OF. destemprer, -t temper 
to dissolve in liquid, soak, mix- It. distemperare 
in same sense, med.L distemperare to soak, macer- 
ate (Du Cange), f. Dis- 1 or 5 + L. temperare 
to mingle in due proportion, qualify, temper. 

This is the ordinary sense in which distemperare is found 
in med.L. and French ; cf. Distemper v, 1 . But It. distent - 
perare , Sp. distemplar have senses corresponding to both 
our verbs.] 

+ 1 . trans. To treat with water or some other 
liquid; to mix with a liquid, so as to dissolve 
wholly or partly; to dilute, infuse; to soak, steep. 

4:1400 Lanfranc's Cirurg. 66 Make poudre & distempers 
with }>q white of an ey as picke as hony. Ibid 185 Distem- 
pere hem with vinegre^ & anoynte herwi)?, 2544 Phaer 
Regim . Lyfe (1553) D vij a, Take an ounce of cassia, an houre 
before dyner . . distempered with a ptisane. 2607 Topskll 
Fourf. Beasts <1658) 305 Give the Horse thereof every morn- 
ing., the quantity of a Hasd-nut distempered in a quart of 
Wine. Ibid. 329 Distemper it with the milk of a Cow. 2667 
Petty in Sprat Hist. R. Soc. 286 (T.) Colouring of paper, 
viz, marbled paper, by distempering the colours with ox-gall, 
and applying them upon a stiff gummed liquor. 

2 . trans f and fig. To dilute; to mix with some- 
thing so as to weaken or impair ; to allay. Obs. or 
arch. (Often run together with senses 4, 5 of Dis- 
temper vb \ see quot. 1598.) 

159a Shaks. Ven. $Ad. 653 Jealousy. .Distemperinggentle 
Love in his desire, As air and water do abate the fire. 2598 
Yong Diana 366 At the first loue seldome affoords one little 
pleasure without distempering it in the end with sorrowe 
and care. 2643 Milton Soveraigne Sah>e 5 Monarchy 
duely tempered is the best, but distempered by tyranny the 
worst. x868 Hawthorne Our Old Hojne, Pilgr. to Old 
Boston (1879) 158 The May sunshine was mingled with water, 
as it were, and distempered with a very bitter east-wind. 

3 . Painting. To paint or colour in distemper. 
See Distemper sb. 2 

2873 Brewer Diet. Phr. $Fab. (ed. 3) 230 s.v. Distemper , 
Applied to painting, the word is from . , the French dUremper 
(to soak in water), because the paints are mixed with water 
instead of oik 1876 R. & A. Garrett House Decorat, ,(1879) 
43 Distempering or painting the wall above a shade lighter. 
2882 Young Every man his own Mechanic § i6o§ The 
difference between painting in oils and distempering is just 
this, that in the former the colouring matter is ground with 
oil and turpentine while in the latter it is mixed with size. 

Distemper (diste*mpoj), sbO* Also y des-. 
[f. Distemper vX : partly after Temper jA] 
fl. 4 A disproportionate mixture of parts ; want of 
a due temper of ingredients ’ ; 4 want of due balance 
between contraries * (J.) ; distempered or disordered 
condition. Obs. 

2607-12 Bacon Ess., Empire (Arb.) 298 A true temper jof 
governement is a rare thing; For both Temper and Dis- 
temper consist of contraryes. 2612 Woodall Surg. Male 
Wks. (1653) 207 A small distemper in the Animal salt of man 
is able to kill the strongest man. 1644 Digby Nat. Bodies 
1. xxxviil (1645) 408 Their distemper from what they should 
be maketh the impression repugnant to their nature. 

+ 2 . A disordered or distempered condition of the 
air, climate, weather, etc. ; inclemency. Obs. 

2614 Raleigh Hist. World 1. iii § 8. 27a, It was, .a 
reasonable conjecture that those countreys . . directly under 
it [the /Equinoctial] were of a distemper uninhabitable. 
2653 Let. to Hart lib in Ref. Contmonw. Bees 15 Exposed 
to theeves, vermin, and distempers of weather. 2660 Shar- 
rock Vegetables 86 The impediments which with us hinder 
the husbandmen . . are either the distempers of the ground 
itself, or some evil accidents. 1856 Emerson Eng. Traits , 
Land Wks. (Bohn) II. 17 The London fog aggravates the 
distempers of the sky. 

3 . Derangement or disturbance of the 4 humour ’ 
or 4 temper’ (according to mediaeval physiology 
regarded as due to disturbance in the bodily 4 hu- 
mours ’ ; cf. Temper, Temperament) ; a being out 
of humour ; ill humour, ill temper ; uneasiness ; 
disaffection. (Now usually associated with sense 4 ; 
in quot, 1850 with allusion to metallic 4 temper*.) 

a 155$ Latimer Sertn.- Rem. (1843) 310 , 1 check myself, 
lest whilst I aim at curing your distemper I stir up your bad 
humour; for. .you are. . more wrathful than is seemly. 1602 
Shaks. Ham. iii. ii. 351 Good my Lord, what is your cause of 
distemper? 2608-22 Bp. Hall Medit. 4 Vowes 11. § 83 A man 
of a lowly stomak, can swallow and digest contempt with- 
out any distemper. 2642 Rogers Naaman 271 Although 
thou shouldest . . dare the Lord with thy pride and dis- 
temper. 2665 Howard & Dryden Jnd. Queen 1. i, Compose 
these -wild, Distempers in your Breast. 1756 Burke Subl. 
<$• B. Introd; Wks., 1 . 202 1 hen we- must know the habits, 
the prejudices, or the distempers of this particular man. 
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1823 W. Taylor in Monthly Mag. LVI. 126 Let its talk of 
these things over a glass of nectar, without distemper and 
without prejudice^ 1850 Black ie At sc by ins I. 30 Like evil 
brass. His deep distemper he shall show By dints of trial. 

4. Deranged or disordered condition of the body 
or mind (formerly regarded as due to disordered 
state of the humours) ; ill health, illness, disease. 

1598 Shaks. Merry IV, iv. ii. 28 Any madnesse .. seem’d 
but tamenesse, ciuiiity^and patience, to this his distemper 
he is in now. 1602 — Mum. n. ii. 55 Your sonnes distemper. 
2608 Pr. of Wales in Ellis,CV/g-. Lett. Ser. 1. III. 93, I am 
glad to have heard of your Ma lei5 recovery, before I under- 
stood of your distemper by the heat of the weather. 
1695 Howe in H. Rogers Life x. (1863) 289, I was con- 
fined by distemper to my bed. a 1716 South (j .), It argues 
sickness and distemper in the mind, as well as in the body, 
when a man is continually turning and tossing. 178s 
Cowper Expost . 153 They saw distemper healed, and life 
restored, In answer to the fiat of his word. 1873 Browning 
Red Cott . Nt.-cap 278 Eccentricity Nowise amounting to 
distemper. 

b. with a and pi. A disorder, a disease, an ail- 
ment (of body or mind). 

1648 Boyle Seraph. Love Ep. Ded. (1660) 3 My sight . . is 
still so impair’d by a distemper in my eyes. 1659 Stanley 
Hist. Philos. \ II. m. 18 All distempers of the mind, are, as 
I conceive, high madnesse. 1710 Steele Tatler No. 103 
p 11 He was extremely afflicted with the Gout, and set his 
Foot upon the Ground with the Caution and Dignity which 
accompany that Distemper. 1756 N ugent Gr. 7'our III. 104 
The mineral waters of this place are famous for curing many 
distempers. 1769 Robertson C/tas. V, III. xi 274 A con- 
tagious distemper raged among his troops. 1856 R. A. 
Vaughan Mystics (i860) II. 231 The cloister breeds a family 
of mental distempers, elsewhere unheard of. i860 Emerson 
Cottd. Life , Behaviour Wks. (Bohn) II. 392 There is one 
topic peremptorily forbidden to all well-bred .. mortals, 
namely their distempers. 

C. spec. A disease of dogs, characterized by 
catarrh, cough, and loss of strength. Also applied 
to various other diseases of animals. 

1747 Genii. Mag. 686 Dr. Barker's Method of treating the 
Distemper among Cows. 1781 P. Bkckford Hunting^ 1802) 

64 The distemper makes dreadful havock with whelps at 
their walks. 1816 Towne Farmer $ Grazier's Guide 28 
What is commonly denominated * The Distemper ’ in Horses, 
proves generally to be a Catarrh, 1823 Scott Let. to Miss 
Edgeworth 22 Sept, in Lockhart , That fatal disorder proper 
to the canine race called par excellence, the distemper. 2887 
Times 1 Feb. 9 6 Swine fever.. being known in different j 
parts of Great Britain by the names of pig typhoid, pig 
distemper [etc,]. 

+ d. Intoxication. Obs . 

1599 Shaks. Hen. V, 11. ii. 54 If little faults, proceeding on 
distemper, Shall not be wink'd at. 1607 Drewill s Arraign. 
in Harl. Misc. (Malh.) III. 55 Such plenty of wine as to 
cause distemper. 1650 Fuller Pisgah u. xiii. 279 Drunk- 
ards, .in the fits of their distemper. 

5. trans f and fig. Derangement, disturbance, or 
disorder (esp. in a state or body politic)* (Now 
always with allusion to sense 4 .) 

1605 Bacon Adv. Learn. 1, iv. § 3 (1873) 30 Here .. is the 
first distemper of learning, when men study words and not 
matter. 1647 Lilly Chr. Astro!. Ixxxiii. 448 In these sad 
times of our Civil! Distempers. 1681 Nevile Plato Rediv . 
title-p., An Endeavour is used to discover the present Politick 
Distemper of our own [Kingdom]. 1777 Burke Let. A fairs 
Amer. Wks. III. 149 All struggle rather inflamed than 
lessened the distemper of the publick councils, 1849 
M acaulay Hist. Eng II. 404 The distempers of the state 
were such as required an extraordinary remedy. 

Diste'mper, sb* Painting, [f. Distemper 
vP, after 16 th c. F. destrempe , mod.F. detrempe in 
same sense, f. des-, detremper : see Distemper v. 2 .] 

1. A method of painting, in which the colours are 
mixsd with some glutinous substance soluble in 
water, as yolk of egg mixed with water, etc., exe- 
cuted usually upon a ground of chalk or piaster 
mixed with gum (distemper- ground) ; mostly used 
in scene-painting, and in the internal decoration of 
walls. Chiefly in such phrases as ‘ painting * or 
* to paint in distemper * (It. pingere a tempera ), 

163a Peacham Compl. Genii, xiii. (1634) 141 He wrought in 
distemper (as we call it) or wet with size, sixe histories of 
patient Job, wherein are many excellent figures. 2658 
Phillips s. v., Painting in Distemper, or size . . hath been 
antcien tiler in use than that which is in oiled colours. x666 
Pepys Diary (1879) VI. 4 There saw my picture of Green- 
wich finished to my very great content, though this manner 
of distemper do make the figures not so pleasing as in oyle. 
1762-71 H. Walpole Vertue's Anted. Paint. (1786) 1 . 44 They 
glued a linnen cloth upon the wall, and covered that with, 
plaister, on which they painted in distemper. 1773 Genii. 
Mag, XLIII. 216 Nor is there any strength in the shadows 
of the drapery, a defect that usually attends painting in 
fresco and distemper, 2837 Penny Cycl. IX. 22/2 Distemper , 
an inferior kind of colouring used for both internal and ex- 
ternal walls ..instead of oil colour, being a cheap substitute. 

. . Scene painting is executed in distemper. 2850 Mrs. 
Jameson Leg. Monast. Ord. (1863) 108 A small picture in 
distemper on panel. 2859 Gullick Sc Timbs Paint. 75 Oil- 
pictures are frequently executed partly in tempera, or, as it 
is now called, distemper — in other words, water-colours. 

2. Also applied to the pigment prepared for this 
process, and to the ground on which it is executed. 
In Mouse-painting , whiting mixed with size and 
water, with which ‘ceilings are generally done ; 
plastered walls, when not painted or papered, are 
also so covered* (Gwilt). 

. *837 [see 2]. 1839 W. B. S. Taylor tr. Mirimle's Painting 
in Oil <$■ Fresco v. 220 The time required for priming, may 
he shortened, .by making the first and second couches with 


distemper .. let the last couch be merely oil, which' has be- 
come viscous by exposure, to the air; this will penetrate the 
distemper, and render it quite pliant. 2879 Cassell's lechn. 
Educ. iv. 229/1 note, Cobalt, raw umber, and white make a 
magnificent grey, both .J11 oil-colours and in distemper 
(powder-colours mixed with size). 

3. attrib. and Comb., as distemper-brush, -colour, 
-painting, - piece ; distemper-ground : see 1 above. 

2837 Penny Cycl. IX. 22/2 Paper stainers employ distemper 
colour in printing and staining papers for walls. 2839 
W. B. S. Taylor tr. Merimie's Painting in Oil <$• Fresco 

v. 218 In the commencement of the art the canvasses were 
prepared like the panels with distemper grounds. 2842 

w. Spalding Italy 4- It. IsL II. 242 Frescoes on the 
walls or distemper-pieces on the fixed altars. 2874 R. St, 
John Tyrwhitt Sketch. Club 26 You pass out of pure water- 
painting into distemper-painting. 

t Biste-mperance. Obs. [a. OF . destem- 
prance , -trempance intemperance ( 13 th c. in Godef.) 

= med.L . distemperdntia (Du Cange), f. dis-, DiS- 
4 + L. temperdntia Temperance.] 

1. gen. Improper proportioning or mingling (of 
elements). 

2340 Ayenb. 153 Ase to J>e bodye of man come]? alle eueles 
uor J>® destempriuge of )ns® uour qualites o]?er of jnse uour 
humours : alzuo of be herte of J?® manne comeh alle h® uices 
and alle b® zennes be distemperance of j>ise beawes. 

2. Of the air, climate, weather : Intemperateness, 
inclemency; = Distemper ature i. 

c 2374 Chaucer Boeth. m. pr. xi.97-8 pat be vttereste bark 
[of trees] is put ayenis the destempraunce of b® hetiene, as 
a defendowr. c 2430 Life St. Kath.fiZZf) 60 Tempest and 
alle distemperance of weder. 2494 Fab van Chron. vn. 336 
And this yere fell great dystemperaunce of wethyr. 1558 
Abb. Parker Corr. (1832! 52 , 1 would wish ye were not much 
stirring abroad in the distemperance of the air. 1579 Fenton 
Gnicciard. ix. (2599) 382 It was hard for him to remaine 
there, both for the want of victuals, and distemperance of 
the. time, winter approching. . J 

3. Disturbance of * humour *, temper, or mind ; 

= Distemper sb. 1 3 . 

2574 Hellowes Gueuara's Fam . Ep. 161 For any distem- 
peraunce that maygreeue you, or maye happen to anger 
you. 2602 Daniel M usofhilus cii, If , .this nice wit, or that 
distemperance, Neglect, distaste, uncomprehend, disdain. 

4. Distempered condition (of the * humours *, 
etc.) ; bodily or mental disorder, ailment. 

2529 More Com f. agst. Trib. ir. Wks. 1196/2 The dystem- 
perance of either other, engendreth some tyme the distem- 
perance of both twayne [soul and body]. 1573 Abb. Parker 
in Ellis Orig. Lett. Ser. I. II. 268 My oft distemperance and 
infirmitie of bodye. 2576 Newton Lemnie's Complex. 12633) 
128 When moisture is all wasted, a man falleth into a cold 
and dry distemperance, and finally thereby brought to his 
death. 2620 Venner Via Recta vli. 224 Stoinacks. .subiect 
to vomiting through the distemperance of choler. 

5. Lack or absence of moderation; excess, in- 
temperateness; spec, excess in drinking or other 
indulgence, intemperance. 

c 2374 Chaucer Boeth. iv. pr. ii. 216 Certis so dob distem- 
perauuce to feble men, b at ne mowen nat wrastle ageins be 
vices. 2398 Trevisa Barth. De P . R. v. xxviii. (2495) 139 
The hondes ben drye by distemperaunce of heete ana ex- 
cesse that wastyth the moysture. 2500-20 Dunbar Poems 
xlv. 28 To lufe in sic distemperance. 2547 Boorde Brev. 
Health 11. 26 All is thorowe distemperaunce of the bodye vsed 
the day before. 2576 Newton Lemnie's Complex. (1633) 278 
Superfluity and distemperance of drinke. 1589 Cogan 
Haven Health cii. (1636) 100 The stomack is weake by dis- 
temperance of heat. 

Diste'mperate, a. Obs. or arch. [ad. med. 
L. distemper at-us not properly proportioned, min- 
gled, regulated, or ordered, immoderate, excessive 
(said of the weather, the bodily humours, etc.), f. 
Dis- 4 + L. temperatus tempered, proportioned, re- 
gulated, temperate, pa. pple. of temper are to 
Temper.] 

+ 1 . Of the air or elements : Not temperate, not 
so tempered or regulated as to be conducive to 
health and comfort; excessive in some respect; 
inclement, stormy, unwholesome. Obs. 

2^8 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. v. lxii. (1495) 179 Flesshe 
moost defendyth the rydge fro dvstemperat ayre. 1594 
Carew Huarte’s Exam. Wits xv. (1596) 264 Any temperat 
or distemperat region. 1647 Fuller Good Th. in Worse T. 
(1841) 90, 1 have endeavoured in these distemperate times to 
hold up my spirits, and to steer them steadily . . Now, alas 1 
the storm grows too sturdy for the pilot. 

+ 2. Of the bodily ‘ humours * : Not properly 
tempered ; disordered through excess or deficiency 
of some constituent ; hence, of bodily or mental 
condition, etc., disordered, out of order; diseased, 
out of health; ill-conditioned. Obs. 

1548 Recorde drift. Physick viii. 35 There remaineth yet 
somewhat of that distemperate trouble in the blood. 1604 
J. Burges in W. Covell Brief e Anszv. (2606) 13 The Con- 
science soy led, is like a distemperate Locke, that no Key 
will open. 1624 Jackson Creed in. xxiv. § 4. 238 When they 
could not answere his reasons , . though most offensiue to 
their distemperate humor. 2623 Wodroephe Marrow Fr. 
Tongue 295 <T.) Thou hast thy brain distemperate, and out 
of rule. 2658 Whole Duty Man xvi. § 17. 133 Is it possible 
there can be (even to the most distemperate palate) any 
such sweetness in it. 

3. Passing the bounds of moderation; immo- 
derate, excessive ; inordinate, intemperate; * Dis- 
tempered 5 . Obs. or arch. 

1557 TottelFs Misc. (Arb.) 230 When I amid mine ease did 
fall to such distemperate fits. 2587 Harrison England 11. 
vi, (2877) 1. 142 In over much and distemperate gormandize; 


DISTEMPERED; 

1598-9 E. Forde Parismus 1. (1661) 1:18 How can this dis- 
temperate sorrow procure your lost Friend ? 2614 Raleigh 
Hist. World 1. (1634) 38 Against it Thomas Aquinas ob- 
jecteth the distemperate heat, 1634 T. J ohnson P arey s> 
Chirurg . xxu. iv. (1678)492 Humors putrefie either from, 
fulness . . or by distemperate excess. 1847 Bushnell C//n. 
Hurt. ir. iii, (1861) 276 A distempered or distemperate life. 

t Bist e*mper at e , v* Obs. rare. [f. pph stem 
of med.L. distemper are : see Distemper v. l ] irans. 
To affect with distemper ; to disorder, disease. _ 

1547 Boorde Brev . Health lxxiii. 25 b, It doth signify© 
that the lunges be out of order, and dysteinperated. 1607; 
Topsell Fonrf. Beasts (1658) 440 An extrearu . . inflamma- 
tion and burning through a‘1 the parts of the body, which 
doth greatly distemperate and vex the same, 

t Diste*mperately, adv. Obs. [f. Distem- 
perate a. + -L.Y 2. (In 5 also disaiem-, f. Attem- 
perately) J In a distemperate manner ; immoder- 
ately, intemperately, excessively. 

1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. xix. Iii. (1495) 893 Hete 
and coldnesse passyth not dystemperatly the fyrste gree. 
1483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 275/1 He wold not forbede them 
that wold edyffye yf that he sawe them not doo it dysatem- 
peratly. 1607 Walkington Opt. Glass 49 Distemperatly 
hote. 1653 A. Wilson fas. /, 117 Not distemperately 
importuning them with Conjurations. 
Bistemperature (diste'mp^ratiui). Now 
we and arch. [f. med. L. type * distemper dturct 
(= OF. destempreure ) : cf. Distemperate and 
Temperature.] Distemperate or distempered con- 
dition. 

1. A condition of the air or elements not properly, 
tempered for human health and comfort ; evil, de- 
ranged, or extreme * temperature * (in the earlier 
sense of this word, including all atmospheric states) ; 
inclemency, unwholesomeness. 

2531 Elyot Gov. hi. xxvi. The temperature or distempera- 
ture of the regions. 2584 Peele A rraignm. Paris v, W oods 
Where neither storm nor suns distemperature Have power 
to hurt by cruel heat or cold. 1633 Rawlry tr. Bacon's 
Life <5* Death (1650) 22 Surely their cloathing is excellent 
good against the distemperatures of the weather. 1665 Sir 
T. Herbert 7 'rav. (1677)43 This distemperature by storms 
of Wind and Rain turns Summer into Winter. 1677 Hale 
Prim. Orig. Man. 11. ix. 214 The same distemperature of 
the Air that occasioned the Plague, occasioned also the 
infertility or noxiousness of the Soil. 2860 Trench Serm. 
Wcstm. Abb. v. 49 Henceforth, exposed to the sharp and 
wintry blasts and all those distemperatures of the air. 

2. Disordered or distempered condition of the 
* humours*, or of the body; disorder, ailment. 

2533 Elyot Cast. H tithe 1. ii. (1541) 3 To knowe the dis- 
temperature these sygnps folowyng wold be consydered. 
2582 Hester Seer. Phiorav. I, i. 2 Sicknesse or infirmitie 
is no other thyng then a distemperature of humours in the 
bodies of Creatures. s59° Shaks. Com. Err. v. i. 82 At her 
heeles a huge infectious troope Of pale distemperatures. 
2622 Burton Anat. Met, u ii. v. iii, This adventitious 
melancholy .. is caused by a hot and dry distemperature. 
2685 J. Scott Chr. Life (1699) V. 458 A distemperature of the 
brain, and blood and spirits.^ 2753 Chambf.rs Cycl. Supp* 
s. v., Suckers are another Distemperature of trees arising 
from the tree itself. 2863 Ld. Lytton Ring Amasis II. 14 
The effects of watching and the distemperature of an over- 
laboured brain. 

3. Disturbance of mind or temper. 

2571 Golding Calvin on Ps. To Rdr. 9, I wote not what 
distemperature had kindled up a sorte of leawd loyterers 
ageinst mee. 259a Shaks. Rom. <§• Jul. n. iii. 40 Thou art 
vprous’d with some distemprature. 1633 Marmion Fine 
Companion iv. vi, Spr. I hear she is run mad. Aur. Is, 
and the cause of her- distemperature Is the reproach you 
put upon her honour. 1742 Warburton Div. Legal. II. 548 
What I uttered through the distemperature of my passion. 
2823 Scott Quentin D. xxxvii, Durward . . found the latter 
in a state of choleric distemperature. 2850 Browning Easter 
Day xxxiii. 8 A mere dream and distemperature. 

4. transf. and fig. Derangement, disturbance, 
disorder (of society, the state, etc.), arch, or Obs. 

1593 Drayton Eclog. viii. 103 Since the Worlds distem- 
p’rature is such. 2623-28 Daniel Coll. Hist. Eng. (1626) 
154 The distemprature of the time was such, as no sword 
could cure it. 2625 J, Stephens Satyr. Mss. 147 A curious 
clocke ; which by the distemperature of one wheele, growes 
distempered in every one, 2722 Shaftesb. Charac. v. iii. 
(1737) III. 322 In the present Distemperatures. .Partys are 
no good Registers of the Actions of the adverse Side. 

5. Immoderateness, excess (esp. of heat or cold ; 
cf. 1 ) ; excess in drinking or other indulgence, in- 
temperateness,. intemperance. 

2572 J. Jones Bathes Buckstone 3 b, Nothing .. better 
.. Taketh away distemperature of heate . . then a dulce or 
pleasunt Bathe. x 6 os Bloudy Bk. C, It shamed him not 
(after his distemperatures abroade) to bring queanes home 
with him. 1630 R, Johnson's Kingd. # Commw, 295 Princes 
. .following ill counsel! and youthfull distemperature. 2875 
Lowell Old Elm Poet. Wks. 1890 IV. 82 The track it left 
seems less of fire than light. Cold but to such as love distem- 
perature. 

Bisiempered (diste-mpaid), ppl. a\ [f. Dis- 
temper vf + -ed ; perh. immed. after OF. destem- 
pri immoderate, excessive, deranged, or med.L* 
distemperdtus Distemperate.] 

. + !• 3f the Weather, air, etc.: Not temperate; 
inclement ; = Distemperate a. 1 . Obs . 

2490 Caxton Eneydos xii. 46 Considerynge the wynter 
that is alle dystempved. 2549 Compl. Scot. vi. 37 Situat 
maist comodiusly fra distemprit ayr ande corruppit infec- 
tione. 2594 Carew Huarte's Exam. Wits xiv. (1596) 242 
They inhabit places distempered, where men become . . ill 
conditioned. 2612 Drayton Polfiolb. i, 4 Muse, leaue the 
wayward Mount to his distempred heate. 




DISTEMPERED. 


DETERMINATE, 


+ 2. Of the bodily humours : — Distemper ate 2, 
Hence, disturbed in humour, temper, or feelings; 
out of humour, vexed, troubled. Obs. 

*595 Shaks. John iv. in. 21 Once more today well met, 
distemper’d Lords. 1631 Weever Anc. Fun. Mon. 212 
His hastie distempered humour would breed great troubles 
in the State. 1635 Brathwait A read. Pr. 11. 136 The 
happy attemperature of his distempered humour. 1667 
Milton p. L, ix. 1x31 From thus distemperd brest. .Adam 
. . Speech intermitted thus to Eve renewd. 1762 Churchill 
Ghost iv, Why should the distemper’d Scold Attempt to 
blacken Men ? < 

3 . Disordered, diseased, affected with a distem- 
per. a. physically. 

1440 Generydes (E. E. T. S.) 766 So sodenly . . All dis- 
temperyd and out of colour dene, c 1600 Shaks. Sana, 
cliii, I, sick withal . . thither hied, a sad distemper’d guest, 
But found no cure. x688 Boyle Final Causes Mai. Things, 
Vitiated Sight 271 When . . reading, she was fain to shut 
the distempered eye, and imploy only the other.. 1718/. 
Ciiamberlayne Relig. Philos. (1730) I. iv. § 2 Sick and dis- 
tempered People. 1784 Cowper Task 111. 413 What is weak, 
Distempered, or has lost prolific powers, Impaired by age, 
1825 Waterton Wand. S.Amer.n. iii. 192 The insects which 
have already formed a lodgement in the distempered 
tree. 

b. Mentally disordered, insane. Of persons {ohs. 
or arch) ; their brain, mind, fancy, feelings, actions, 
etc.; ' 

1594, Hooker Eccl. Pol. n. v. § 7 Speeches vttered in heat 
of distempered affection. 1633 G. Herbert Temple , 
Familie v, Griefs without a noise .. speak .. louder, then 
distemper’d fears. *651 Hobbes Lmiatk. in. xxxiv. 208 To 
a Distempered brain, 1667 Milton P. L. iv. 807 Dis- 
temperd, discontented thoughts. 1692 Luttrell Brief Rel. 
(1857) 11. 638 One Thomas, a distempered man .. was 
Ordered to be sent to Bedlam for a madman, 1718 Free- 
thinker No. 82 f 9 The Lives of most Men are but dis- 
tempered Dreams. 1727 Swift Further Acc. E. Curll 
Wks. # 1755 III. 1. i6x His books, which his distempered 
imagination represented to him as alive. 1805 Wordsw. 
Waggoner iv. 82 As if the Warbler . . Upbraided his dis- 
tempered folly. t . 1810 Crabbe Borough xxii, There they 
seized him— a distemper’d, man. 1851 Ruskin Stones Ven. 
(1874) I. xxv. 285 The visions of a distempered fancy. 1857 
H. Reed Led . Eng . Poets II. xiv. 166 The darkened and 
distempered genius of Byron. 

4. transf. and fig. Disordered, deranged, dis- 
tracted, out of joint. 

1605 Shaks. Mach . v, ii. 15 He cannot buckle his dis- 
temper’d cause Within the belt of Rule, a 1628 Preston 
Serm. bef. his Majestie (1630) 18 We are wont to lay aside 
cracked vessels, and distempered watches as. unusefull. 
1649 Bp. Reynolds Hosea Ep. 2 The .. difficulties under 
which this distempered Kingdom is now groaning, 172a 
Wollaston Relig. Nat. i. 17 Such an irregular dis- 
temperd world. 1879 Q. Rev. Apr. 414 Those distempered 
times. 

f5. Immoderate, inordinate, intemperate ; —Dis- 
TEMPERATK 3. Oh. 

158S J. Hooker Girald. Irel. in Holinshed II. 152/2 Verie 
temperat and modest, seldome or neuer in auie distempered 
©r extraordinarie choler. 1644 Laud Wks. (1854) I v. 121 
He must answer for his own distempered language. *663 
Sir T. Herbert Trav. (1677) 90 [He] died through dis- 
tempered drinking, 

f 0. Of metal; Deprived of ‘temper’. Oh. rare. 
1796 Pearson in PJul. Trans. LXXXVI. 446 Common 
annealed, or distempered steel. 

Hence Dista*mperedly adv . ; Disbe-mpered- 
aiecs. 

a 1639 W. Whateley Prototypes n. xxxiv. (1640) i8x We 
must pray to God for such a measure of wisedome and 
patience, that crosses may not work so distemperedly upon 
us. 1649 St, Trials., f. Lilbume (R.), The distempered- 
ness and invenomedness of spirit which is within you. 183a 
J. Wilson in Blackw. Mag. XXXL 257 Nature, - will not 
suffer such eyes to look distemperedly on her works. 

Distempered,///, a A Obs . [f. Distemper 

* L ] 

1. Diluted ; weakened or impaired by dilution. 
(In quot. 1621 app. *= Badly mixed or tempered. More or 

less influenced by Distempered ppl. aJ) 

1621-31 Laud Sev. Serm. (1847) 72 If it be laid with ‘un- 
tempered ’, or * distempered morter’, all will be naught. 
*638 Sir 1 . Herbert Trav. (ed. 2) 330 The Clove .. in the 
morne a pale greene, in the meridian a distempered red. 
1743 Loud. <$• Country Brew. 11. (ed, 2) 106 Great Quantities 
of distempered Beers, Ales, and other Liquors. 

2. Painted in distemper. 

1769 Dublin Mercury 23 Sept. 1/3 Colour rooms . . with 
fine blue . . or any other distempered colours. 

Diste*mperer . rare. [f. Distemper vf + 
*“ER b] One who paints in distemper. 

1876 Browning Pacchiarotio 10 Our brave distemperer. 
Distempering; see under Distemper vX 
and 2 . 

t Distemperment. Oh. [f. Distemper vO 

+ -ment. (OF. had destemprement — mdlangei)\ 
Distempered condition (of the air, or humours), 
rs8a Hester Seer Pkiorav. m. Ixiii. 87 Indispositions 
; that come through distemperment of humours. 1661 Felt- 
ham Resolves , Lusoria xxiv. (1709) 584 Some sulphurous 
Spirit sent By the tome Air’s distemperment. 

f Bis temper lire. Obs. [a. OF. destemprure, 
-irempure (Godef.), ad. L. type *distemperdtura : 
see Distemper vX and -ure.] — Distemperature. 
1. Distempered condition (of the elements, hu- 
mours) ; = Distemperature i, 2. 

1387 Trevisa Higden (Rolls) VI. 3r [In Paradise] here is 
noon distemperure [uulla intempcries\ 
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2 . Intemperance, immoderation ; —Distempera- 
ture 5. 

C13S0 Wyclif Set Wks. III. 156 So, as tern pern re of 
iehe bodily Jring schulde norische a mon, distemperure 
per inn e may be calde glotorye. 

t Biste*mpre, a. Oh. rare. [a. OF. desiempri 
— L. distemperdtus pa. pple.] —Distempered. 
c *374 Chaucer Boeth. iv. pr. iii. 121 Yif he be distempre 
and quakih for ire. 

Bistenant (distemanF, v. [Dis- 7 a.] trans. 
To deprive of a tenant or occupier. So Dis- 
te'nanted///. a., deprived of a tenant; unoccupied. 

1394 Nashe Unfort . Trav. 8 Euerie vnder-foot souldior 
had a distenanted tun, as Diogenes had his tub to sleepe in. 
1876 Farrar Mar lb. Serm. xxii. 21 1 The darkened and un- 
spiritual intellect, may distenant creation of its God. 

Distend (distemd), v. [ad. L. distend- £ re to 
stretch asunder or out, swell out, extend, f. Dis- 1 
+ tend ere to stretch. Cf. F. distendre (Pard, 16th 
c.) in sense 3.] 

fl. brans. To stretch asunder, stretch out, ex- 
tend ; to spread out at full length or breadth. Oh. 

c 1400 Lanfranc's Cirurg. 134 Mastik & h e white of an 
ey medlid togidere. .distende it vpon a clooj? & leie it on ]re 
place. 1397 Daniel Civ. Wars m. lxxx, As this sweet 
Prince distended lay. % 6 z 6 T. H. Caussi/is Holy Crt, 101 
God comming from Heauen..to take humane flesh, to dis- 
tend his imperial 1 robe vpon man. 1703 T. N. City <5* C. Pur- 
chaser 11 Those, .which keeping precisely the same heighth, 
shall yet be distended, one 4th part longer. 1834 West Ind. 
Sketch Bk. I. 43 Like, .the alternate movement of the 
distended legs of a pair of compasses. 
fig. 1650 Howell tr. draffs Hist. Revolut. Naples 82 
The Archbishop was very busie in distending the Capitula- 
tions of the peeple for an accord. 1665 G. Havers P. della 
Valle’s Trav. E. India 126 The King’s discourse,. was 
distended to divers things. 

+b. To stretch or extend beyond measure; to 
strain ; to draw out of joint, to rack. Oh. rare. 

1599 A. M. tr. GabelhouersBk. Physicke 341/2 When anye 
mans Arme, or Legge is distended or else writhede. [Ren- 
dered * out of ioynte * in the * Exposition of wordes* on the 
flyleaf]. 1700 Dryden Fables , Cock <$■ Fox 293 Stiff in 
denial, as the law appoints, On engines they distend their 
tortur’d joints. 

1 2 . intr. To stretch out, extend; to spread out 
or abroad. Obs. 

1581 Styward Mart. Discipl. it. 135 Seauen rankes of 
Pikes, .which did distend in length from the voward to the 
rereward. 1638 Sir T. Herbert Trav. (ed. 2) 330 Leaves 
long and small, distending into many branches. 

3 . trans. spec , To stretch ouc any hollow thing, 
so as to enlarge its surface and capacity ; to swell 
out or enlarge by pressure from within, as a bladder 
or an orifice with elastic sides ; to expand, dilate 
by stretching. 

1650 Bulwer Anthropomet. 246 Giving her Children too 
much meat, that distended their stomachs. 1697 Dryden 
Virg. Georg. 1. 130 The Warmth distends the Chinks. — 
Past. ix. 41 May thy Cows their burden’d Bags distend. 

1794 Sullivan View Nat. II. 21 When persons are imme- 
diately killed by lightning, their lungs are found distended. 
1846 Ellis Elgin Marb. 1. 164 The veins of their faces and 
legs seem distended. 

transf. and fig. 1742 Young Nt. Th. ix. 1932 How such 
ideas of th’ Almighty’s pow’r . . distend the thought Of 
feeble mortals! 1824 Dibdin Lihr. Comp. 558 To distend 
it into three bulky tomes. 

4 . intr. To increase in bulk by internal stretch- 
ing or swelling ; to swell out, expand. 

1667 Milton P. L. i. 573 Now his heart Distends with 
pride. 1823 J. Badcock Dorn. A muse m. 135 The bladder 
will distend. 1835 W. Irving Tour Prairies 247, I could 
see his veins swell and his nostrils distend with indignation. 
1875 Bennett & Dyer Sachs’ Bot. hi. iv. § 14. 71 1^ When 
wood distends on imbibition or contracts on dessication. 
Hence Disto’nding vbl. sb. and ppl. a. 

1653 P. Fletcher Purple 1st, ii. xxiv, Two parted Walls 
..with wide distending space. Ibid, v, li, Stuffe..Fit for 
distending or compression. 1823 Ellis Mem. J. Gordon 77 
The distending force of the water. 

Distended (distended), ppl . a. [f. prec. + 
-ed b] a. Spread out or extended in space; 
spread abroad ; stretched, b. Dilated, expanded. 

1597 Daniel Civ. Wars vi, xji, That mighty Familie, The 
faire distended stock of N eviles kind. 1665 Hooke Microgr. 
Pref. B ij b, I have, by the help of a distended wire, propa- 
gated the sound to a very considerable distance. 1697 
Dryden Virg. Georg, iii. 483 The still distended Udders. 

1795 Cowfer Needless A larm^ 43 The huntsman, with 
distended cheek, ’Gan make his instrument of music speak. 
1834 West Ind. Sketch Bk. II. 109 The boat resembled a 
huge sea-bird. . casting diamonds from its distended pinions. 
1878 Huxley Physiogr. 221 This enclosed in the distended 
envelope furnished by the ovule, is the pea. 

Hence Biste'ndedly adv., in a distended or ex- 
tended manner ; extendedly. 

1748 Richardson Clarissa (1811) II. xviit 121 A pinch 
taken with a dainty finger and thumb, the other three fingers 
distendedly bent. 

Diste*nder. rare . [f. as prec. + -ee 1.] One 
who distends ; an expander 
1831 Examiner 4/1 Not a retailer, even of anecdotes, he 
is a distender of them. 

+ Diste*ndible, a. Obs. Also 7 -able. [f. 
as .prec. + -ible.] Capable of being distended; 
distensible. 

1672 Phil. Trans. VII. 5137 The Veins only of plants 
being the parts probably distendable. 1732 Hist. Litteraria 
III. 350 Distendible, and ductile under the Hammer. 


Bistensibility (distensibiTTti). [f. next + 
-ITT.] The quality of being' distensible; capa- 
bility of being distended or stretched asunder, 

1757 Parsons i 11 Phil, Trans. L. 355 As to the integu- 
ments and membranes of the body, their great distensibility 
is well known. 1835-6 Todd Cycl. Anat. l. 66/1 Qualities 
of .. distensibility and contractility. 1869 E. A. Parkes 
Tract. Hygiene (ed. 3)408 India-rubber cloth loses in part 
its distensibility in very cold countries. 

Distensible (diste*nsib ! D, a. [f. L. distens- 
ppl. stem of distend-cre to Distend + -ible.] Ca- 
pable of being distended or dilated by stretching. 

1828 in Webster. 1836-9 Todd Cycl. Anat. II. 590/1 
The tendinous zones are distensible. 1858 Carpenter Veg. 
Phys. §110 The bark is sufficiently distensible to admit of the 
increase of the . . stems. i88x Gunther in Encycl. Brit. XII. 
654/1 (IchthyoV) A wide gullet and distenslble stomach. 
t Biste*nsile, a. Obs. rare . [f. as prec. + 

-i lb, on L. type *tensil-is,] = Distensible. 

1738 Stuart Muscular Motion n. ay in Phil, Trans. Jfh, 
If the vessel be distensile, it will distend it. Ibid. iii. 48 
Carried on in extensile and distensile blood-vessels. 

Distension (diste*njbn). Also 7~9 -tion. 
[ad. L . distension-em, var. of distention- cm, n. of 
action from dis tenders to Distend ; perh. immed. 
a. F. distension (14th c. in Hatz.-Daim,).] 

1 . The action of distending ; distended condition ; 
expansion by stretching or swelling out, 

1607 Topsell Fonr-f. Beasts (1658) 239 If a horse,. be 
weary, it is not safe to let him drinke .. except he first 
stale ; for in such cases followeth distention. 1615 Crooke 
Body of Man 77 Able to containe or keepe downe windie 
distensions. S748 Hartley Observ. Man i. l 36 All great 
Distentions are attended with Pain for a considerable time. 
1802 Palky Nat. Theol. x. § 5 (1819) 160 Tubes . . kept in a 
state of perpetual distention by the fluid they enclose. 1850 
B. Taylor Etdorado xxi. (1862) 215 The large sails, .motion- 
less in their distension. 

2 . The action of stretching longitudinally, 
straightening out, or placing at full length; ex- 
tension ; straining, racking. Now Obs. or rare. 

<2x625 Beaum. & Fl. Double Marriage hi. iii, The rack 
has spoil’d her ; the distensions of those parts have stopp’d 
all fruitfulness. 1671 Flavel Fount. Life xxvi. 79 A . . Refer- 
ence to the Distention of all his Members upon the Tree. 
X875 Kinglake Crimea (1877) V. i. 230 The alternate dis- 
tension and contraction of the line. 

f b. Stretching asunder or apart. Obs. rare. 

1624 Wotton Archil. (1672) 36 Our Leggs do labour more 
in Elevation then in Distention. 

Bistensive (distemsiv), a. rare . [f. L. dis- 
tens- ppl. stem + -ive.] Capable of distending or 
being distended ; distensible. 

1836 Smart, Distensivc , that may be distended. 1846 
Worcester, Distensivc, that distends or maybe distended, 
t Diste'Ut, sb. Obs. [ad. L. distentus (u- stem) 
a stretching out, distending, f. ppl. stem of distend- 
2 re to Distend.] Stretching out; out-stretched 
extent ; distension ; breadth. 

16x3-18 Daniel Coll. Hist. Eng. (1626) 34 The wide distent 
of these tumors, fed from many secret veines. 16x4 Raleigh 
Hist. World iii. x. § 4 The fronts of the two Armies were 
so vnequall in distent. 1624 Wotton Archit. in R eliq. (1672) 
32 [To] be distended one fourteenth part.. which addition 
of distent will confer much to their Beauty. 1659 D. Harris 
Parivals Iron Age 6 Poland is of very vast distent. 

Distent (diste*ntb ppl. a. [ad. L. distent-us , 
pa. pple. of distend lire. Commonly used as a pa. 
pple., = Distended, on the analogy of such con- 
tracted pa. pples, as sent , spent i] 
f 1 . Stretched out at full length or breadth ; ex- 
tended. Obs. 

1590 Spenser F. Q. ii. vii. 5 Great heapes of gold that never 
could be spent ; Of which some were rude owre . . others 
were new driven, and distent Into great Ingowes and to 
■wedges square. 1773 J. Ross Fratricide 11. 296 (MS.) Thus 
murmur’d Earth’s first-born. .Distent upon the ground. 

2 . Expanded by stretching ; swollen out 
1605 Drayton Man in Moon (R.), The bright Latona . . 
her womb distent, With the great burden that by Jove she 
bare. 1728-46 Thomson Spring 145 The big clouds with 
vernal showers distent. 1880 L. Wallace Ben-Hur 360 
Nostrils, .now distent, .now contracted. 

t Biste*nt, v. Obs. [f. L. distent - ppl. stem 
of distenderel\ = Distend. (Perhaps only in pa. 
pple< distenied** prec.) 

1578 Banister Hist. Man v. 72 The intrels..distented, or 
retched out by the thynges conteined. c X720 W. Gibson 
Farrier’s DisPens. iii. 1. App. (1734) 64 When the Stomach 
is moderately distented. Ibid. The Blood-vessels of the 
Brain being.. filled and distented. Ibid. xi. 255. c % 720 
Collect. Misc. Lett. fr. M lot’s Jml. (1722) II. 19 Bee’s 
distented Thigh. 

Distention, var. form of Distension. 

Dister ; see Disterr v. 
t Biste*rminate, V. Oh. [f. L. disterminat - 
ppl. stem of distermindre to mark off by boun- 
daries, f. Dis- 1 + terminate to bound, mark off : 
see Terminate cl] trans. To separate as a boun- 
dary does; to divide by a boundary; to bound, 

| divide. Hence Diste*rminating ppl. a. 

1599 Nashe Lenten Stuffe 8 [The sands] clearely quitted, 
disterminated, and relegated themselues from his [the sea’s] 
inflated capriciousnesse of playing the Dictator ouer them. 
i6xx Coryat Crudities 441 This noble Rhene . . the fairest 
riuer of all Germany, which it disterminateth from France. 
1653-62 Heylin Cosmogr. Inirod. (1674) 13/x A ridge of 
.Hills . . determinating Qolchis from Armenia. ■ 1676 Boyle 


DISTERMIHATE. 

New Exp. i. in Phil. Trans. XI. '786 Whether some such- . 
/Ethereal Fluid, .insinuated itself between our two. Liquors, 
and made the Disterminating surface more specular. 

t Biste'rminate, a. Obs. rare . [ad. L. dis- 
tcrminat-us, pa. pple. of disterminare see prec., 
of which it is also used as pa. pple. for dister- 
minated.] Separated, marked off, divided. 

161S Chapman Odyss. x. 106 The Lsestrigonian state, That 
bears her ports so far determinate. 1624 Bp. Hall Peace- 
maker i. § 3 (R.) There is one and the same church of Christ, 
however far dtsterniinate in places .. however differing in 
rites and circumstances of worship. 2671 True JSfoncojif. 
3:22 There can be nothing more clearly disterminat. 

t Bistermina'tioa. Obs. [ad. L. distermin- 
atlon-em , n. of action f. disterminare : see prec.] 
Separation as by boundaries ; division. • 

2647 Hammond Power Keys v. 117 This turning out of the 
Church, this Church-banishment, or determination. 1657 
Reeve God's Plea 133 Our discrepancy and determination 
in good things is such, that it hath parted the com- 
munity. # ' - 

t J)iste*rmine, v. Obs . rare ~* [ad. L. dis- 
termin-dre to Distbeminate, after determine .] 

1623 Cockeram, D 1 st ermine, to diuide, to separate. 

d Biste*rr, v. Obs. rare. [f. Dis- 7 c + L. 
tcrr-a land. Of. It. disterrare , OF . desterrer (nth 

c. in Hatz.-Darm.) ‘to take out of the ground’ 
(Cotgr.), mod.F. dilerrer, formerly also, Ho de- 
prive of land or country ’.] tram. To banish from 
one’s country ; to exile. (Only in Howell.) 

c 1645 Howell Lett. (2650) I. 1. xxiv, The Moors, whereof 
imny thousands were disterr’d and banished hence to Bar- 
bary. Ibid. L in. xxxii, The Jews . . were all . . deterred and 
exterminated [from Spain], 

f Biste'St, v. Obs . rare. [f. Bis- 4 + L. tes- 
ta re, -an to call to witness, f. testis witness.] 
traits. To undo or discredit the testimony of ; to 
deprive of the right of being received in testi- 
mony. 

2647 N. Bacon Disc. Govt. Eng. 1. xiu. 41 .Ethels tan’s Law 
gave it jpower of sentence] and upon conviction . . distested 
the delinquents Oath for ever. 

Disteyne, obs. forms of Destint, Di stain. 
t Bistha’tcll, v. Obs. nonce-wd. . [Dis- 7 a.] 
trans. To deprive of thatch (in quot.Jg.). 

2654 Gayton Pleas. Notes m. x. 241 Two Ancient Reve- 
rend Men, had almost disthatch’d their Faces. 

Bisthene (di*s]ffn). Min. [mod. f. Gr. h-, 
Bi- * twice + a&ivos strength. Named by Haiiy, 
1801, from its different electrical properties in two 
different directions.] A synonym of Cyanite i. 
2808 T. Allan Names Min. 2 6. c 2865 Livingstone in 
Chambliss Livingstone 4 Stanley x. 189 Great masses of 
kyanite or disthene. i863 Dana Min. 375. 

Bisthrone (disjntfn-n), v. [f. Dis- 7 c + 
Throne jA] trans. To remove from the throne ; 
to Dethrone. Also Jig. 

1591 Sylvester DuBartas i. vi. 615 Our rebellious Flesh, 
whose rest-less Treason Strives to dis-throne and to dis- 
scepter Reason. 1603 Holland PlutarcJCs Mor. 2197 
Thrasibulus . . was dethroned and driven out of his domin- 
ions, 1 666 J. Smith Old Age To Rdr. (ed. 2) 4 Nothing 
can possibly disthrone them. 2876 Geo. Eliot Dan. Der. 
Hi. xxvi, To he a queen disthroned is not so hard as some 
other down-stepping. 

Hence Disthromement, dethronement. 

1883 Horn. Monthly Oct. 36. 

t Bisthro'nize, v. Obs. [f. Dis- 6 + Throne 
sb. + -ize. Cf. enthronize.l = prec. 

1383 Stubbes Anat. Abus. u. (1882) 60 That will go about 
to disthronize the mightie God . . of his regal! throne. 2590 
Spenser F. Q. u. x. 44. 2615 T. Adams Blache Detail 45 
Man is by Christ advanced to that place whence God 
disthronized him. 1689 Def. Liberty agst. Tyrants 74 
Kings convinced of loose Intemporancy wei-e disthronized. 
Bisticll (drstik), sb. Forms: 6-7 (distichon), 
disticke, 6-8 distick, 7 distique, dy stick, 7-9 
distic, 6- distich. PI. distichs (drstiks) (also 
7-8 distiches), [ad. L. distichon , a. Gr. blarixov 
distich, couplet (neut of Slanxos adj. : see next), 
f, (Di- -) + arixos row, line of verse. At first 
used in the Lat. form. The pi. distiches app. points 
to an obs. pronunciation drstitj.] A couple of 
lines of verse, usually making complete sense, and 
(in modem poetry) riming ; a couplet. 

1353 Becon R cliques of Rome (2563) 227* There is a godly 
Distichon fathered on *S. Hierome. 2366 Drant Horace 
To Rdr. 3 Accordinge to the tenour of this distichon. 2577- 
87 Holinshrd Chron. III. 2206/2 Master Abraham Hart- 
Well .. glanceth in a distich or twaine at the effect hereof, 
xfixo Holland Camden’s Brit. (2637) 284 A distichon en- 
graven on her tombe. 1642 Milton Apol. Smect. (1832) 292 
Neither had* I ever read the hobbling distick which he 
means. 2647. Ward Simp. C abler 45, 1 shall compose halfe 
a dozen distichs, 1712 Steele Sped. No. 43 T 9 From 
among many other Distiches no less to be quoted on this 
Account, I cannot but recite the two following Lines. 2788 
Burns Let. to W. Dunbar 7 Apr., I have scarcely made a 
single distich since I saw you. 2891 Driver Introd. Lit. 
O. T. (1892) 34 x By far the greater number of verses in the 
poetry of the Old Testament consist of Distichs. 

Distich, (drstik), a. rare. [ad. L. distick-us , 
a. Gr. biffrtxos of two rows, of two verses : see 
prec.] Arranged in two rows ; = Distichous. 

2788 J as. Lee Introd. Bot. (ed. 4) 282 Distich , in two Rows, 
when the Brandies are produced in a horizontal Situation. 
2805-27 R. Jameson Char. Min. (ed. 3) 211 Distic, when 
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in a similar prism .. two rows of facets are arranged around 
each base. 1852 Th. Ross Humboldt's Trav. i. xv. 477 
A fine gramineous plant with distich leaves. 

Distichal (drstikal), a. (sb.) [f. L. disfichus 
(see prec. ) + -al.] 

1. Pros. Pertaining to, or of the form of, a distich ; 
consisting of two lines of verse. 

1778 Bp. Lowth Transl. Isa. Prelim. Diss. 1 The regular 
form of the Stanzas, chiefly Distichal, and the Parallelism 
of the Lines, were excellently well suited to this purpose. 
2847 Sir T. D. Lauder in 7 'ait's Mag. XIV. 656 There exist 
numerous distichal prognostications. 2895 Q . Rev. Jan. 232 
A distichal rhyme. 

2 . Zool. Applied to certain joints in the ‘arm’ of 
a crinoid ; also as sb. : see quot. 1888. 

2879 P. H. Carpenter in Trans. Linn. Soc ., Zool. II. 1. 21 
The distichal radii represent the primary arms of Comatula 
and Pentacrinus. Ibid. 24 Three distichals composing each 
primary arm and bearing the brachials directly. 2888 Rol- 
leston & J ackson A turn. Life 572 If the arms [of a Crinoid] 
branch twice, the joints between the first and second places 
of division are known as distichals ; if thrice, the joints be- 
tween the second and third places of division are designated 
palmars. 

il BisticMasis (distikorasis). Path. [mod.L., 
f. distichia , a. Gr. Sicrrix'^a a double row, f. Zlctixos 
(see Distich).] A malformation in which the 
eyelid has a double row of eyelashes. • 

[1706 Phillips (ed. Kersey), Distichia , a double Row of 
Hairs on the Eye- Lids.] 2875 H. Walton Dis. Eye 673 The 
name. of distichiasis has been given to this ideal state. 

Bistichic (distrkik), a. [f. Gr. 2/imx-op Dis- 
tich + -ic.] « Distichal a. 1. 

2882-3 Schaff Encycl. Relig. Knowl. III. 2955 A closed 
train of thought which is unrolled after the distichic and 
tristichic ground-form of the rhythmical period. 

Distichous (drstikas), a. [f. L. distick-us adj. 
(see Distich) + -ous.] Disposed in two opposite 
rows ; having parts so disposed, two-ranked ; for- 
merly, sometimes « dichotomous ; spec, in Bot. ar- 
ranged (alternately) in two vertical ranks on oppo- 
site sides of the axis, as in the glumes and grains 
of barley ; in Entom. applied to antennae having 
the joints similarly arranged. 

2753 Chambers Cycl. Supp. s.v. Stalk , If it [the stalk] part 
into two series of branches, it is expressed by the term dis- 
tichous. 1819 Mem. Sir % E. Smith (2832) II. 250 Perfectly 
distichous leaves. 2828 Stark Elan. Nat. Hist. 1. 127 Tail 
round at its base, distichous at the extremity. 2839 47 Todd 
Cycl. Anat. III. 264/2 Having the hairs of the tail distich- 
ous. 1845 Florist's Jrnl. 69 Distichous flowers in a leafy 
spike. 1870 Bentley Bot. 237 A second variety of arrange- 
ment of alternate leaves is called distichous or two-ranked. 
Hence Drstichonsly adv. 

1853G. Johnston Nat. Hist. E. Bord. I. 220 The spike is 
sometimes compound and distichously branched. _ 2870 
Hooker Stud. Flora 303 Statice, Sea-lavender . . spikelets, 
which are alternately distichously or seeundly arranged. 
1881 Bentham in Jrnl. Linn. Soc. XVIII. 325 The leaves 
are. .distichously imbricate on the short stem. 

Distil, distill (disti- 1 ), V. Inflect, distilled, 
-illing. Forms: 4-5 distille, 5-6 destylle, 
dystyll, 6 distyll, 6-7 destilj, 5- distill, 7- 
distil. [ad. L. dis t Ware* more correctly de- 
siilldre to drip or trickle down, drop, distil, f. De- 
I. 1 + st Ware to drop : cf. F. distiller ( 14th c. in 
Littre) «* Pr. distillar, Sp. destilar, It. distillare .] 

1 . intr. To trickle down or fall in minute drops, 
as rain, tears; to issue forth in drops or in a fine 
moisture ; to exude. 

e 2400 Maundev. (Roxb.) vii. 26 J>e liquour )?at distilles 
oute of be braunches. 1430 Lydg. Chron. Troy 1. vi, Her 
teares on her chekes twayne Full pyteously gan to destylle. 
2524 Barclay Cyt. 4 Uplondyshm. (Percy Socd p. Ixxii, 
The sweat distilling with droppes aboundaunt. 2526 Filgr. 
Perf. (W, de W. 1531) 258 [tie] hath caused holy oyle to 
distyll out of y° hones of his sayntes. 2612 Capt. Smith 
Map Virginia 7 Mountaines ; from whence distill innumer- 
able sweet and pleasant springs. 2659 D. Pell Impr. Sea 
<2.y2 Fetch water out of the Seas . .to distill in silver showers 
upon the face of the whole Earth. 2704 Pope Windsor For. 
54 Soft showers distill’d, and suns grew warm in vain. 274a 
Fielding J. Andreivs 1. xi, A thousand tears distilled from 
the lovely eyes of Fanny. 2810 Southey Kehania xi. v, The 
wine which from yon wounded palm . . Fills yonder gourd, 
as slowly it distills. 2853 Kane Gritmell Exf . v. (1856) 36 
Water distilled in drops over the rocks. 

b. To pass or flow gently. Chiefly Jig. 

1609 Bible (Douay) Dan. ix. 22 The malediction bathe 
distilled u£on us . . because we have sinned. 16x1 Bible 
Deut. xxxii. 2 My speach shall distill as the deaw. 2715-20 
Pope Iliad 1, 332 Words, sweet as honey, from his lips 
distill’d. 2830 Sir R. Grant Hymnf O -worship the King ’ 
iv. Thy bountiful care, .sweetly distils in ^ the dew and the 
rain, a 1853 Robertson Serm, Ser. ui. xxL 282 The wisdom 
. .will distil in honeyed sweetness. 

f e. To melt into, or become dissolved in, tears. 
£•2374 Chaucer Troy las iv. 491 (529) This Troylus in teris 
gan distille. c 2400 Test. Love 1. Chaucer’s Wks. (1561) 
287 a/i With that 1 gan in teares to distill, 

d. To drip or be wet with. 

27x4 Gay Trivia in. 50 Till their arm’d Jaws distill with 
Foam and Gore. 2725-20 Pope Iliad xvn. 72 See his jaws 
distil with smoking gore. 1816 T. L. Peacock Headlong 
Hall xiu, Till his face, .distils with perspiration. 

2 . trans. To let fall or give forth in minute drops, 
or in a vapour which condenses into drops. 

c 1400 Lanfranc's Cirurg. 265 Boile hem in a double vessel, 
& distille it in his eere'flaisch [—tepidus], 2494 Fabyan 
Chron . vi. clviii. 247 Mir eyen dystylled dropes of blode. 
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2309 Hawes Joyf Med. ix. (Arb.) 72 The dewe of Joye .. 
Dystylled is nowc from the rose so red. 1602 Holland 
Pliny IL 272 If by way of embrochation it be distilled 
from aloft vpon the head in a more thin and liquid sub- 
stance. 2667 Milton P. L. v. 56 His dewie locks distill’d 
Ambrosia. 2692 Ray Dissol. World 250 Trees do destil 
Water apace when Clouds or Mists hang about them. 2697 
Dryden Virg. Past. vni. 74 Fat Amber let the Tamarisk 
distill. 1758 J, S. Le Dran's Observ. Surg. (1771) 231, 

I distilled a few Drops of Bals. Viride into it [the Wound]. 
2878 Huxley Pkysiogr. 53 The dew is distilled more abun- 
dantly upon the grass than upon the gravel. 

8. transj. and Jig. To give forth or impart in. 
minute quantities ; to infuse ; + to instil. 

1393 Gower Conf. I. 3 A gentfl herte his tonge stilleth. 
That it malice none distilleth Butt preyse. 

Love 23 Thy sugar droppes sweet of Helicon Distil in me, 
thou gentle Muse, I pray. 2577 Fenton Gold. Epist. 
123 They shoulde haue distilled into their youth, doctrine, 
ana rules of direction. 2630 Sanderson Serm. II. 253 
Solomon .. had this truth . , early distilled into him by 
both his parents. 2665 Walton Life Hooker in Ills Wks. 
(1888) I. 36 There was distilled into the minds of the 
common people such, .venomous and turbulent principles. 
2842 Myers Cath. Th. m. xxvii. 202 Distilling healing 
virtue into bitter waters. <22882 Rossetti Rose Mary iii. 
23 She felt the slackening frost distil Through her blood 
the last ooze dull and chill. 

4 . To subject to the process of distillation ; to 
vaporize a substance by means of heat, and then 
condense the vapour by exposing it to cold, so as 
to obtain the substance drone of its constituents in 
a state of concentration or purity. Primarily said of 
a liquid, the vapour of winch when condensed is 
again deposited in minute drops of pure liquid ; 
but extended also to the volatilizing of solids, the 
products of which may be gaseous. See Distilla- 
tion 3. 

1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R . iv. vii. (1495) 90 Yf hloode 
be sodde and dystylled, therof we maye make talowe and 
grees. 2471 Ripley Comp. Alch. uu vii. in Ashm. (1652) 
140 The Water.. Looke thou dystyll. 2577 Googe 
Heresbach's Husb. iv. (2586) 192 The water of the herbe 
steeped in White Wine, and destilled therewithal. ^ 1787 
Winter Syst. Hush. 339 To distill a sufficient quantity of 
water. 18x2-6 J. Smith Panorama Sc. $ Art II. 80 Water 
. . when distil led, is every-where of the same specific gravity. 
2854 Ronalds & Richardson Chem. Technol. (ed. 2; 1. 157 
Hill’s process consists in distilling peat in the same way as 
wood. 1878 Huxley Pkysiogr . 73 If it is required to distil 
a liquid, the liquid is evaporated in a boiler, and the vapour 
conducted to the condenser, where it becomes sufficiently 
cooled to be deposited in drops . . Fresh water is thus being 
constantly distilled from the briny ocean. 

b. To extract the essence of (a plant, etc.) by 
distillation ; to obtain an extract of. 

c 1400 Maundev. {2839) v. 5 1 Some destyllen Clowes. 2590 
Shaks. Mids. N. 1. i. 76 Earthlier happie is the _ Rose dis- 
til’d Then that which withering on the virgin thorne, 
Growes, Hues, and dies in single blessednesse. 2633 G. 
Herbert Temple , Praise iv. An herb destill’d, and drunk. 
1750 Johnson Rambler No. 52 r 4 The ladies . . begged me 
to excuse some large sieves of leaves and flowers .. for they 
intended to distill them. 1825 J. Neal-S^l Jonathan III. 
433 Of the hellish herbs .. that she hath distilled for us ; 

C. To transform or convert (into something) 
by distillation. Also Jig. 

a 163S Ben Jonson Sad Shepherd 1. ii, Two souls Dis- 
tilled into kisses through our lips, Do make one spirit of love. 
1792 J. Belknap New Hamfsh. III. 205 Two or three 
vessels in a year would .. bring home molasses to he dis- 
tilled into rum. 1822 Lamb Elia Ser. if, Conf. Drunkard \ 
Draughts of. . wine which are to be distilled into airy breath 
to tickle vain auditors. 1847 Emerson Poems, Day's Ration 
Wks. (Bohn) I. 482 All he distils into s. icreai wine. 

d. absol. To perform distillation. 

2622 Shaks, Cymb. t. v. 23 Hast thou not kam’d me how 
To make Perfumes ? Distill ? Preseme ? 1800 tr. Lagrange's 
Chem. II. 403 Separate the salt, and distil at a gentle heat. 
2838 T. Thomson Chem. Org. Bodies 28 If we substitute 
6 parts of alcohol for the 4 parts of water and distil, we 
obtain formic ether. 

e. Jig. To extract the quintessence of; to con- 
centrate, purify. 

2599 Sandys Europse Spec. (1632) 242 This man is very 
charie over that one remaining, and distilleth all other 
devises rather than set finger to that string. 2601 Corn- 
wali.yes Ess. xii. (2632) Time hath distild our bloods. 
2873 H. Spencer Stud. Social, x. 267 Men who are distilled 
into the House of Commons, and then redistilled into the 
Ministry. 2889 Spectator 24 Dec. 830 We want a removable 
Secretary for school works, not a committee, which is only 
the public meeting over again, a little distilled. 

f. To drive (a volatile constituent) off or out by 
distillation. Also Jig. 

1641 French Distill, iv. (2651) 205 Distill off the Water till 
no more will distill. 2800 tr. Lagrange's Chem. II. 225 If 
nitric acid be distilled from off this matter, you will obtain 
oxalic acid. 1874 L. Stephen Hours in Library (1892) II. 
v. 150 To make a Wycherley you must distil all the poetry 
out of a Fletcher. 1883 T. P. ; Teale Econ. Coal 28 Thh 
coal . .as the volatile parts are distilled out, becomes a mass 
of red coke. 

5 . To obtain, extract, produce, or make, by dis> 

filiation. ■ .■ ■ . ^ - , - '' _ 

c 1400 Maundev. (Roxb.) vii. 26 ]?e licour h at es distilled 
of fiam Jmi sell in steed of bawme. 2599 H- Buttes Dyets 
drie Dinner B v, Strawberrie-water . , rudely distilled, 
betwixt two platters, and not in a limbeck. 2634 Sir 
T. Herbert Trav. 150 They have Arack or Usquebagh, 
distilled from Dates or Rice. 1774 Pennant Tour Scot! in 
1772, 265 A great quantity of whiskey is distilled. 2830 M. 
Donovan Dom. Econ. I. 43 Sir James Ware supposes that 
ardent spirit was distilled in Ireland earlier than in England. 
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■b.Jig. 

2599 Shaks. Hen. 1% tv. i. 5 Ther is some Route of good- 
nesse in things euill, Would men obseruingiy distill it out. 
c 2600 Shaks. Sonn. cxix. 2 What potions have I drunk 
of Siren tears, Distill'd from. limbecks foul as hell within. 
1 6a 6 — • Tr. <$• Cr. 1. iii. 350 A man distill'd Out of our Ver- 
tues. 1793 Chron. in Spirit Pub. jmls . (17991 I. 177 
Books and papers were seized, that treason might be dis- 
tilled out of them. *830 Tennyson Sonn. to J. M. K. 6 
Old saws, Distill d from some worm-canker’d homily. 2862 
Merivale Rom. Emp. (1865) III. xxii. 34 The essence 
which the wisest of the Romans had distilled from the 
records of Greek philosophy. 

8. intr. To become vaporized and then condensed 
into liquid; to undergo distillation ; to drop, pass, 
or condense from the still. To distil over : to pass 
over in the form of vapour which again condenses 
into a liquid. 

e 1400 Lanfranc's Cirnrg. 195 Make a fier aboute f e pott 
bat is aboue j?e er)?e & }>ere wole distille oile into f?e pott 
pat is binepe. 1471 Ripley Comp. A left, m, vi. in Ash m. 
(1652) 140 Than Oyle and Water wyth Water shall ■dystyll. 
1641 French Distill, i. (1651) 35 The oyle which first distils 
. . must be kept a part. 182a Sir TI. Davy Chem. Philos. 
265 The acid . . distills unaltered at 248° Fahrenheit. 1853 
W. Gregory Inorg. Chem. (ed. 3) 104 At this strength the 
acid distils over unchanged. 2878 Huxley Physiogr. 73 
The liquid . . distils over in a state of purity. 
fig. 2623 Bacon Ess., Religion (Arb.) 425 The outward 
Peace of the Church, Distilleth into Peace of Conscience. 

+ 7 . trans. To melt, dissolve (lit. and fig.). 
Ohs. 

c 2470 Harding Citron. Editor's Pref., My lord, distilde 
by kynde nature Thrugh besy age ..To such waykenesse 
he myght no more endure, Bot feel so in his grave. 2605 
Sylvester Dialog upon Troubles x, Melt thee, distill thee, 
turne to wax or snow. ,22729 Addison (J.i, Swords by 
the lightning’s subtle force distill'd And the cold sheath 
with running metal fill’d. 

[Cf. Shaks. Ham. i.u. 204 Qq. destilled, FoL bestil'd.] 
t Distil, disti'll, sb. Obs. [f. prec.] A 
vessel used in distillation ; a still. 

2822 Bewick Mem. 74 Jars, retorts and distills. 

t Bistil-house. Obs. [f. stem of Distil v.] 
A house constructed for the business of distilling, 
a distil ling-house. 

1683 Loud. Gaz. No. 1686/4 In Old-street is a very con- 
venient Distill-House to be Lett. 1723 Ibid. No. 6202/4 
A Distill-House, and Backs for working Mollosses. 1790 
J. B. Moreton West India Isl. 55 The generality . . think 
attention to /the. distill-house a menial part of plantership. 
1807 tr. Gaede's T rav. III. 77 Distil-houses for brandy and 
other spirits. 

Distillable (distHab’l), a. (sb.) [f. Distil v. 
+ -able; cf. F. distillable (16th c. in Littre).] 

A. adj. Capable of being distilled (Jit. and figX 
1611 Cotgr. , Distillable, distillable ; fit or apt to be distilled. 
a 2692 Boyle Wks. II. 223 (R.J Much of the obtained liquor 
coming from the distillable concretes. 1837 Penny CycU 
IX. 24/2 Distillable alcohol. 2852 Carlyle Sterling 1. iii. 
(1872) 91 Two . . octavos ; stray copies of which . . may one 
day become distillable into a drop of History. 

t B. sb. Something that may be distilled. Obs. 
2669 W. Simpson Hydrol. Ckyrn. 163 Which . . gives, 
amongst other distillables, that fetid empyreumatick oyl. 

Distillage (distrled^). rare. [f. as prec. + 
-age 3.] Tlie process or product of distilling. 

2877 Lanier Poems , Stirrup-cup 5 David to thy distillage 
went. 

t Distillant, a. Obs. rare. [a. F. distillant , 
pr. pple. of distillery or ad. L. distilldnt-em, pr. 
ppie. of distilldre to Distil.] Distilling. 

2349 Compl. Scot. vii. 70 Vitht mony salt teyris distillant 
doune fra hyr piteous ene. 2606 J. Hynd Eliosto Libidinoso 
56 Watering the garden . . of her face with deaw from his 
distillant eyes. 

Distillate (dhstiljt), sb. [ad. L. disti Uat-us, 
pa. pple. of distilldre.’] That which is distilled 
(see Distil v. 5) ; a product of distillation. 

1864 in Webster. 1869 E. A. Parkes Pract. Hygiene 
(ed. 3) 44 If the water be distilled, and if the distillate be 
tested for ammonia. 2869 Advocate 13 Dec., The more 
rapidly the distillate is sent over the better it will be. 1887 
Daily News 25 Jan. 2/7 For the purposes of producing 
coal-tar distillates. 1888 B. W. Richardson Son of a Star 
III. viii. 135 Their drink is the pure distillate of the 
skies. 

Distillation (distill jhn). Also 6-8 distil- 
lation. [ad. L. de-y distilldtibn-em, n. of action 
f. de-y distilldre to Distil ; cf. F. distillation (15th 
c. in Hatz.-Darm.).] The action of distilling or 
fact of being distilled. 

1 . The action of falling or flowing down drop by 
drop ; gentle dropping or falling, (lit. and fg.) 

14.. in Pol. Rel. <$■ L. Poems (1866) 112 My blode alle 
spilt by distillacion. 1623 Cockeram, Distillation , a drop- 
ping. 2694 F. Bragge Disc. Parables 1. 4 This seed thus 
sown, is water'd with the dews of heaven, with the distil- 
lations of the Divine grace and blessing.' 1833 Chalmers 
Const. Man (1835) I. iv. 181 Cause distillation within the 
soul of the waters of bitterness. 

+ 2 . Path. A defluxion of rheum ; a catarrh. Obs. 
2533 Elyot Cast. Helthe (1541) 78 a, Destyllation is a 
droppynge downe of a lyquyde mater out of the head, and 
fallynge eyther in to the mouth, or in to the nosethrilles, 
or in to the eyes. 1589 Cogan Haven Health ccxii. (1636) 
217 Distillations from the head, commonly called rheumes. 
2607 Topsell Four-f Beasts (1658) 270 The Horse, .is sub- 
ject unto the distillation in his throat or parts thereabout. 
2748 tr. Vegetius' Distemp. Horses 183 If the neck suffers 
by a Destination or Defluxion of Humours, a 1755 G. 
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West Triumphs Govt (Seager\ Through tV obstructed 
pores the struggling vapour and bitter distillation torce 
their way. 

8 . The action of converting any substance or con- 
stituent of a substance into vapour by means, of 
heat, and of again condensing this by refrigeration 
into the liquid form, by means of an alembic, 
retort and receiver, or a still and refrigeratory ; the 
extraction of the spirit, essence, or essential oil of 
any substance by the evaporation and condensation 
of its liquid solution ; and, in a more generalized 
sense, the operation of separating by means of fire, 
and in closed vessels, the volatile parts of any sub- 
stance from the fixed parts, in order to the collec- 
tion of the products. # # . . . 

As shown by the etymology, the original application is to 
substancesof which the distillates are condensed drop by drop 
into the liquid form; whether for the purpose of extracting 
the more volatile part of a substance, or of concentrating 
or purifying a volatile substance such as water by freeing 
it from matter held in suspension or solution. When no 
more heat is applied than just suffices to cause the liquid 
to pass over in drops, the process is called cold dtstulation. 
Dry or destructive distillation , the dec imposition^ of a 
substance by strong heat in a retort, and the collection of 
the volatile matters evolved, as in the destructive distillation 
of coal in gas-making. Fractional distillation , the separa- 
tion of two or more volatile liquids having, different boiling- 
points, so that they pass over at different temperatures and 
can be collected separately, the more volatile, first, and the 
less volatile in order afterwards. Distillation by descent 
(per descenswn), in Old Chem., the name given to a method 
in which the fire was applied above, and the distil late drawn 
off beneath (see Descent i cl). In opposition to this, the 
ordinary method was called distillation by ascent (per 
ascensum). _ , 

1393 Gower Conf II. 86 First of the distillation Forth 
with the congelation, Solucion, discention. 2527 Andrew 
Brunswyke's Distyll, Waters Prol., I have chosen .. the 
booke of distyllacyon of waters. 2539 Morwyng Evonym. 
1 Destination, not distillation (as lerned doe write) is the 
drawing forthe of a thinner and purer humor out of a juise. 
2626 Bacon Sylvu § 99 The power of Heat is best perceived 
in Distillations, which are performed in close Vessels and 
Receptacles. 2673 Ray Jourtt. Low C. 66 The Chymical 
examination of these Waters by . .Destination. 2774 Golbsm. 
Nat. Hist. (1776) 1 . 169 How far. ..it [water] may be brought 
to a state of purity by distillation, is unknown. 1802 Play- 
fair lllustr. Hutton. 7% 34 The products obtained by the 
distillation of the common bituminous coal. 1806 Gazetteer 
Scott. (ed. a) 73 A considerable trade in the distillation of 
whisky. 2846 McCulloch Acc . Brit. Empire (1854) L 387 
This is one of the counties in which illicit, distillation was 
most prevalent. 1869 Roscon Elein. Chem. 47 All fresh 
water on the earth's surface has been derived from the 
ocean by a vast process of distillation. 2875 U re’s Diet. 
Arts (ed. 7) II. 48 Distillation consists in the conversion 
of any substance into vapour, in a vessel so arranged that 
the vapours are condensed again and collected in a vessel 
apart. 

1683 Robinson in Rafis Corr. (1848) 137 Pitch is got from 
the Pinus by a kind of distillation/^ descenswn . 2727-51 

Chambers Cycl. s.v., Distillation is twofold: 1 , Per 
ascensum, by ascent-.. 2 0 , Per descenswn, by descent; 
when the matter which is to be distilled is below the .fire, 
2832 T. P. Jones Convers. Chem. xxviii. 281 When organ- 
ized substances are decomposed at a red heat in close 
vessels, the process is called destructive distillation. 2869 
Roscoe Elem. Chem. 317 It occurs in the dry distillation 
of wood, forming about one per cent, of the aqueous dis- 
tillate. 1875 lire's Diet. A rts (ed. 7) II. 48 In most cases of 
destructive distillation the bodies operated upon are solid, 
and the products liquid; or gaseous; it is then called dry 
distillation. 1895 Times 19 Jan. 4/5 Our coal-gas . . up to 
the present time .. obtained by destructive distillation of 
coal, hydrocarbon oils, or other organic substances, 
b. transf. and fig. 

1835 Arnold Let. in Stanley Life <§• Corr. (1844) I. vii. 
425 The books of Livy . . relate to a time so uninteresting, 
that it is hard even to extract a value from them by the 
most complete distillation, 2837 Emerson Nat., Amer. 


product 1 ,, „ 

iv. 76 Intermittent distillation [of perfume] is almost general 
in the white flowers of the tropics. 

4. concr. The product of distilling : a. That 
which distils or forms by distilling (see sense 1 ). 
b. A distillate (obs.). 

1598 Shaks. Merry W. iii. v. 115 And then to be stopt in 
like a strong distillation with stinking Cloathes. c 1600 
— . Soun. v, Were not summers distillation left A liquid 
prisoner pent in walls of glasse. 1616 R. C. Times' Whistle 
1. 57 The sunnes kinde heat, heavens fruitful distillation. 
2678 R. R[ussell] Geber 11. 1. iv. xiii. 119 Under that end 
cf the Filter must be set another Vessel to receive the Dis- 
tillation. 2746 Harvey Rep. Flower Garden (1818) 88 
What a sovereign restorative are these cooling distillations 
of the night. 

c. fig. The extract, abstract; the refined or 
concentrated essence. 

1649 Milton Eikon. L (1847) 280/1 Among . . all those 
numberless volumes of their theological distillations. 1846 
Grote Greece 1. xvi. (1862) I. 334 The narrative of Thucy- 
dides is a mere extract and distillation from their incredi- 
bilities. _ 2868 Milman St. Pauls ix. 228 That liturgy, .the 
distillation, as it were, and concentration, of all the orisons 
which have been uttered in the name of Christ. 

t Disti'llative, a. Obs. rare- 0 , [f. L. distil- 
lat- ppl. stem (see Distil) + -ive.] = Distilla- 
tory a. Hence Distrllatively adv., by way of 
distillation, drop by drop. 

2657 Tomlinson Renou's Disp. 677 Liquor that will dis- 
tillatively delabe. 
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f Drstillator. Obs. Also 6 -our. [agent-a, 
in L. form f. distilldre to Distil ; cf, F. distilld- 
ieitr ( 16th c.)] One who distils ; a distiller. 

1576 Baker Jewell of Health 10 b, The vapour maybe 
annoyance to the Distillatour. 2644 J. Goodwin Innoc. 
Triumph. (1645) 92 The most generous. . tees, which gratifie 
their Distillator with the best strong waters, 2659 B. Har- 
ris ParivaTs Iron Age 59 The Empire had no need of a 
distillator, but rather of a good Operatour, to act power* 
fully. 

Distillatory (disti-latori), a. and sb. [f. L. 
type *distilldtdri- us, - urn , f. distilldre : see -ORY, 
Perh. after F. distillatoire (Pare, 16th c.).] 

A. adj. Pertaimngto,oremployedin,distillation. 

1576 Baker Jewell of Health 164 a, This poure into the 
distyllatorye bodie. 1594 Plat Jewelt-ho. m. 9 Some dis- 
tillatorie vessell. 2631 R. H, A rraignm. Whole Creature 
xiii. § 1. 171 Water, Wine, Milke, Distillatory waters. 2727 
Bradley F'am. Did. s. v. Distillation of oil, The Copper- 
Vessel being thus plac'd in the Furnace, fit to its Canal or 
distillatory Vessel the Recipient. 2872 Nichols Fireside 
Sc. 54 After the distillatory process, .was completed. 2872 
Hartwig Subterr. W. xxx. 373 The ores are treated in 13 
double distillatory furnaces, called alodels. 

f b. Distillatory planty the pitcher-plant. Obs. 

2707 Curios. Hitsb. $ Gard. 288 The Distillatory Plant. , 
grows not far from Colombo. 

f B. sb. An apparatus for distillation; an alem- 
bic, retort, or still. Obs. 

c 2460-70 Bk. Quintessence 4 Thanne must }e do make m 
j>e furneis of atschin, a distillatorie of glas. 1599 A. M. tr. 
Gabelhoner's Bk. Physicke 22/1 Put al these together into 
a distillatory, and infuse theron thre pintes of Piony water. 
2602 Plat {title), Delights for Ladies, to adorne their 
Persons, Tables . . and Distillatories with Beauties . . Per- 
fumes and Waters. 2660 N. Ingelo Bentivolio 4* Urania 
n. (1682) 4 They had a Room well appointed with Furnaces 
and Distillatories. 2730-6 Bailey (folio) s.v. Distillers 
Company, Their armorial ensigns are. .a distillatory double 
armed with two worms and bolt head receivers [etc.]. 

fb. Name of a collection of recipes for dis- 
tilling. Obs. 

2677 T. Sherley (title) Curious Distillatory [tr. EIsholt's 
Distillatoria curiosa] or the Art of Distilling Coloured 
Spirits, Liquors, Oyls, etc. from Vegetables. 

Distilled (disti Id), ppl. a. [f. Distil v. + 
-edF] That has undergone distillation; obtained, 
purified, or concentrated by distillation. 

Distilled water, water that has been vaporized and then 
again condensed in drops, so as to be freed from matters 
held in suspension or solution. 

c 1460-70 Bk. Quintessence 20 Take beste vynegre 
distiliid. 2502 Ord. Crysten Men (W. de W. 1506) 1. ii. 10 


.... Sylva § 347 i 

we see distilled Waters will last longer than raw Waters. 
2732 Arbuthnot Rules of Diet 262 Distjll’d Oils turn acrid. 
1799 Kirwan Geol. Ess. 358 Brisson dissolved 2 oz. of the 

S urest common salt in 16 oz. of distilled water. 1854 J. 

cofjfern in Orr's Circ. Sc. Chem. 490 Neutral acetate 
of copper is known popularly by the absurd term distilled 
verdigris. 

fig. 2876 Geo. Eliot Dan. Der. III. xlviii. 353 A more 
thoroughly distilled sneer. 

Distiller (distrbi). [f. as prec. + -er l .] 

1 . One who or that which distils : see the verb. 
1577 Fenton Gold. Epist. 25 A distiller of waters. 1605 
Timme Quersit. iii. 186 Thy vessell .. must be such as the 
ch-ymicall distillars do use. 1659 D. Pell Intpr. Sea 266 
This tree . . is a very great distiller of water, which drops 
out of the leaves of it. 2821 Scott Kenilw. xi, He was 
a learned distiller of simples, and a profound chemist. 

b. spec. One who extracts alcoholic spirit by 
distillation. 

[1638 The Distillers’ Company (of London) incorporated.] 
2639 (title), The Distiller of London, compiled and set 
forth for the sole use of the company of Distillers of London. 
Ibid. Pref. 10 Our duty requires us all (that are Distillers by 
profession and Trade) to acknowledge [etc.]. . 2720 Strype 
Slow's Surv. II. v. xv. 237/1 Even the Distillers of Aqua 
Vitae, and Vinegar-makers, did engross it up. 2830 M. 
Donovan Dom. Ectm. I. 205 The chief use of yest te for 
raising bread, and exciting fermentation in malt infusions 
for brewers, distillers, and vinegar makers. 2846 J. Joyce 
Set. Dial, xviih 282 A distiller's crane or syphon. 

e.fig . 

^1631 Donne Ess. (1651)^67 That late Italian Distiller 
and Sublimer of old definitions. 2^23 Pope Guardian 
No. 02 r 4 A great distiller of the maxims of Tacitus.^ 2895 
Daily News 30 Dec. 6/3 The historic expression is the 
distilled essence of the ponderous sentence. Who was the 
distiller? ' 

2 . Aa apparatus for the distillation of salt water 
at sea ; more fully called Distilling apparatus or 
Distilling condenser. 

2885 R. Sennett Marine Steam Engine (ed. 2) 567 In 
some ships of the Royal Navy other kinds of distillers 
have been fitted. 2895 Times 1 Feb. 12/6 There are also 
in the engine-rooms two main-feed pumps, two evaporators 
and distillers, four bilge and fire engines. 

Hence Disti Tleress, a female distiller. 

1842 Fraser's Mag. XXV, 599 An eminent private dis- 
tilleress of that seducing liquor called potheen. 

Distillery (distrlsri). [f. prec. : see -ery.] 
f 1. The action or art of distilling ; « Distilla- 
tion 3 . Obs. 

2677 Evelyn Mem. (1857) II. 123 He and his lady (who 
is very curious in distillery) entertained me . . very freely. 
2757 W. Thompson R . N. Advoc. 44 Skill’d in that noble 
Science of Distillery. 2807 G. Chalmers Caledonia I. 11. 
vi. 309 Irish husbandry did not yet provide com for the 
distillery of aqua vitae . 
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DISTINCTION, 


2 . A place for distilling ; the establishment or 
works in which the distilling of spirits isoarried on. 

1750 B. Martin Sure Guide Distillers p. ii, A community 
which not only imports great quantities of . . spirits from 
abroad, but employs such an extensive distillery at home 
entirely on that subject. 1763 Ann. Reg. 102 A large 
drain, .through which the water flowed a considerable way 
from a distillery. 1830 M. Donovan Dom. Econ. 1 . 253 
The distillery was a very small thatched cabin. 1833 N. 
Arnott Physics (ed. 5) II. 195 An illicit distillery has been 
discovered by the exciseman happening . . to look across 
a hole used as the chimney.- 

3 . at t rib. and Comb; distillery -fed (of cattle, 
etc ), fed on spent grains, wash, etc. obtained from 
a distillery. 

1816 J. Scott Vis. Paris (ed. sVApp. 310 The new dis- 
tillery apparatus of M, Adam. 1839 Hey Gauger in Lend. 
Encycl. (1829) VII. 323 A wash- back or other distillery 
utensil. 18S1 Times 10 Oct., Distillery grains and wash are 
given [to cows], with straw-chaff and roots. 1881 Chicago 
Times 4 June, Fat distillery-fed bulls. 

Distilling (distrlig), vbl. sb. [-ING l.] The 
action of the verb Distil ; distillation. 

1337 Andrew Brunszoyke’s Distyll, Waters A j, Dystyllyng 
is none other thynge, but onely a puryfyeng of the grosse 
from the subtyll, and the subtyll from the grosse. 1628 
Oaule Tract. 'The. (1629) 34 So doth my heart.. sucke in 
the comfortable distillings of his Grace. 1770 Massie Reas, 
agst. Tax on Malt 7 The distilling .. of Malt or of 
Corn. 

b. attrib. and Comb. 

1398 Florio, Distilatoio, a still or distilling house. 2757 I 
(title) An Appeal to the Public concerning the Distilling 
Trade; with a rational Scheme to extirpate it from the 
Nation. 2837 Penny Cy cl, IX. 24/1 The period in which 
they [mashing and fermentation] are carried on is by law 
kept quite distinct from the distilling period. 1894 Times 
26 June 9/5 The representatives of the brewing and distilling 
interests. 

DistiTling, ppl, a, [f. as prec. + -3NG 2 ] That 
distils : see the verb. 

1-2485 Digby Myst. (1882) sv. 264 Gud Mawdleyn, mesure 
youre distillinge teres ! 2592 Shaks. Ven. $ Ad. 66 Her 

cheeks, .dew’d with such distilling showers. 1592 — Rom. 

4 Jul iv. i. 94 Take thou this Violl .. And this distil- 
ling liquor drin ke thou off. 2634 Sir T. Herbert Trap. 
210 Divers Birds . . would speed to sucke the distilling 
nectar. 2807 T. Thomson Chow. (ed. 3) II. 203 With the 
assistance of a distilling heat, it dissolves in oils. 

Bistilment (distrlment). [f. as prec. + -ment.] 
The process of distillation ; cotter, the produce of 
this process, a distilled liquor. Also Jig. (cf. 
quintessence'). 

1602 Shaks. Ham. 1. v. 64 V pon my secure hower thy Vncle 
stole With iuyee of cursed Hebenon .. And in the Porches 
of mine eares did poure The leaperous Distilment. 26x1 S. 
Page Panegr. Verse in Coryat's Crudities , Put all your 
wits distillement in your pen. 2873 Browning Red Cott . 
Nt.-caJ) 245 For perfume, pour Distilment rare, the rose of 
Jericho, Holy-thorn. 1894 R. Hunter Led. Germ. Tk. 
Consumption 10 A poisonous distillment of microbes. 

t Distrme, v. Obs. nonce-wd. [Dis- 7 a.] 
tram. ?To put out of time ; to mistime. 

2650 W. Brough Sacr. Princ. (1659) 4 2 8 So sloth dis-times 
the conscience. 

Distinct (distrqkt), ppl. a. (sb.) Also 5 des- 
tinct, distynte, 5-6 dis-, dystynet, distinete, 6 
-stynke, -stincke. [ad. L. distinct-us, pa. pple. 
of distinguere to separate, divide, Distinguish; 
cf. F. distinct^ -te (13-1 4th c. in Hatz.-Darm.).] 

A. as pa. pple. 

fl. Distinguished, differentiated. Obs. 
c 2386 Chaucer Pars. T. |» 754 (Ellesm.), In oother manere 
been distinct [v.rr. distynte, distinket] the speces of Glotonye 
after seint Gregorie. 2352 Records Palhw. KnoioL 1. 
Defin., That therby the whole figures may the better bee 
judged, and distinete in sonder. 2667 Milton P. L. vii. 536 
For no place Is yet distinct by name. 
f 2 . Separated into parts, divided. Obs. 

1434 Misyn Mending of Life , pis boke is of mendynge of 
lyfe . . destinct in-to xij chapiters. 1526 Pilgr. Perf. (W. de 
W. 1531} 1 This treatyse. .is distinete and diuyded in to thre 
bokes. 

% See also B. 4. 

B. adj. 

I . Distinguished as not being the same ; separate, 
several, individual, not identical ; = Different 2. 
Const from. 

1382 [implied in Distinctly 2]. 2447 Rokenham Seyntys 
(Roxb.) 149 That yche of these thyngys . . To a dystynet 
persone appropryat be. 2540 Act 32 Hen. VIII, c. 4a.lwoo 
severall and distynct companyes. . that is, to say, both>the-Bar- 
bours and the Surgeons. 2665 Hooke Microgr. x66;A large 
Feather .. contains neer a million of distinct parts. 2796 
Withering Brit. Plants II. 329 Tanitts. Flowers m[ale] and 
f[einale] on distinct plants. 2838 Thirlwall Greece IV. 
xxxii. 276 [The indictment] charged him with three distinct 
offences. 2885 F. Temple Relat. Relig. $ Sc. ii. 38 Absolute 
as distinct from relative knowledge. 

b. Separate or apart so as to be capable of being 
distinguished, or as being different ; not confounded 
with each other, or with something else. 

« 2674 Clarendon Hist. Reb . yin. § 35 The intention was, 
that the two armies, which marched out together, should 
always be distinct. 2733 Pope Ess. Man m. 229 The worker 
from the work distinct was known. 28x6 J . Smith Panorama 
Sc. Art II. 699 Jf the first mark.be erroneous, a second 
may be drawn at the distance of a hair’s breadth from it, 
and still be a distinct line. 2888 Bryce Amer. Commit). 

II. xlii. 113 Keeping the two Systems [of common law and 
equity] distinct. 


e. Nat. Hist.., Pathol., etc. —Discrete a. 1 c. 
Said of markings or parts which are perceptibly separated 
from each other, as distinct spots, furrows , antennae, or 
from the contiguous parts, as distinct scutellum , thorax , 
tail, etc. 

1789 A. Crawford in Med. Commun. II. 325 The small- 
pox . . was of the distinct kind. 2810 R. Thomas Tract. 
Physic (ed. 3) 167 [Smallpox] is distinguished into the dis- 
tinct and confluent, .in the former the eruptions are perfectly 
separate from each other. 

2 . Distinguished or separated from others by 
nature or qualities ; possessing differentiating 
characteristics; individually peculiar; different in 
quality or kind ; not alike. Const, from. 

2533 Act T4&15 Hen. VIII, c. 3 Every warden . .shallimitte 
distinete and seueral markes to euery of the said worstede 
weauers. 2394 Hooker Eccl. Pol. 1. x. § 1 A distinct kind 
of law from that which hath been already declared. 2639 
B. Harris Parival’s Iron Age 72 These two Lords . . as 
they were of a very contrary humour, so had they . ... 
a very distinct death, a 1698 Temple Ess., Const . Int. 
Empire Wks. 1731 I. 93 Flanders cannot be considered dis- 
tinct from Spain in the Government. 1836 J. Gilbert Chr. 
Atonem. vi. (1852) 167 Holiness.. is quite distinct from vin- 
dictiveness. 1845 M. Pattison Ess. (1889' 1 . 1 Such history 
is a distinct species of composition, having its own principles. 

8. Clearly perceptible or discernible by the 
senses or the mind ; clear, plain, definite : a. to 
the senses. 

2382-98 [implied in Distinctly 2]. 2513 More Rich. Ill , 
Wks. 64/2 The voyce was ney ther loude nor distincke. 1667 
Milton P. L. ix. 812 To see from thence distinct Each thing 
on Earth. 1784 Cowper Task iv. 162 The clear voice, sym- 
phonious yet distinct. 1813 Scott Trierm. in. Introd. ii, 
Distincc the shaggy mountains lie, Distinct the rocks, distinct 
the -sky. 2827 Keble Chr. V. 9th Sund. after Trin., God’s 
chariot-wheels have left distinctest trace. 1856 Sir B. 
Brodje Psychol. Jnq. I. ii. 35 The transparency of the 
atmosphere renders distant objects unusually distinct. 

b. to the mind or thought, 

1606 Shaks. Tr. 4 Cr. iv. v. 245 That I may glue the locall 
wound a name, And make distinct the very breach, where- 
out Hector’s great spirit flew. 2668 Howe Bless. Righteous 
(1825) 72 This somewhat distincter account of it, 2752 
Johnson Rambler No, 208 p 11 When common words were 
. . less distinct in their signification. 2860 Tyndall Glue. 
n. xix. 328 The distinct expression of thoughts and con- 
victions which had long been entertained. 2891 Law Twtes 
Rep . LXIII. 690/2 The defendant .. had given distinct 
orders to Nunney never to lock anyone up. 

c. In mod. use : That is clearly such ; unmis- 
takable, decided, pronounced, positive. (Cf. Dis- 
tinctly 2 b.) 

2828 Macaulay Ess., Hollands C. H. (2854^87/2 An act, 
not only of private treachery, but of distinct military 
desertion. 2871 Freeman Norm. Conq. IV. xviii. 229 Who 
. .would have a claim to a distinct preference at the next 
vacancy of the throne. 2873 Black Pr. Thule vi. 91 A most 
distinct dislike to Gaelic songs. 1887 Punch 19 Mar. 137/2 H e 
is a distinct loss to the stage. 2892 W. Minto in Bookman 
Nov. 57/1 His volume isa distinct enrichmentof our literature. 

d. Transferred to the mental impression or 
faculty by which something is perceived. 

2634 Z. Coke Logick (2657) 5 The distinct knowledge of 
God is paramount the reach of the understanding. .God. .is 
conceivable only, .by himself. xbgqLocvie.Let.toSHllingfl. 
in Bourne Life u8/6> II. xiv. 426 If your lordship has any 
better and distincter idea of substance than mine is. 2833 
N. Arnott Physics (ed. 5) II. 1. 225 The point of distinct 
vision is distinguishable from the retina around by being 
more transparent. 2892 W. B. Scott Antobiog. 1 . 3 The 
distincter memory of middle, life. 

t e. Capable of making clear distinctions ; dis- 
cerning, discriminating : * Distinctive a. 2. Obs. 

1614 Bp. Hall Recoil. Treat. 128 A distinct and curious 
head shall finde an hard taske, 4 o define in what point the 
goodnes thereof consisteth. 2756-82 T. Warton Ess. Pope 
(1782) I. iii. 220 Men of dry distinct heads, cool imagina- 
tions, and keen application. 

4 . Marked in a manner so as to be distinguished ; 
decorated, adorned. (A Latinism, chiefly poetic , 
and somewhat participial in use.) 

2396 Spenser F. Q. vi. ui. 23 The place.. was flight With 
divers flowres distinct with rare delight. 2667 Milton P. L. 
vi. 846 From the fourfold-visag’d Foure, Distinct with eyes, 
and from the living Wheels, Distinct alike with multitude 
of eyes. 2725-20 Pope Iliad xih. 768 The handle. .Distinct 
with studs. 2827 Shelley Rev. Islam 1. Iv, A throne . . Dis- 
tinct with circling steps which rested on Their own deep 
fire. 1830 Tennyson Arab. Nts . 90 Dark-blue the deep 
sphere overhead, Distinct with vivid stars inlaid. 
f 5 . « Distinguished 4. Obs. rare. 

2756 W. Toldervy Two Orphans III. 85 An application 
made . . to a person of distinction . . and the reception that 
they met with from the said distinct person. 

C. sb. A separate or individual person or 
thing. Obs. rare . 

2601 Shaks. Phoenix $ Turtle 27 Two distincts, division 
none : Number there in love was slain. 

+ Distract, v. Obs. Also 4 destincti, 5 dis- 
tinke, 5-6 dystynke. [a. OF. di~, destincter, 
-tinier to distinguish (Godef.), f. distinct Distinct 
a.] — Distinguish (in various senses) ; in pa. pple. 
sometimes— Distinct a. 

' 2303 R. Brunne Handl. Synne 22590 A prest pat ys no 

clerg-ye ynne, How can he weyl dystyncte py synne ? 2340 
Aymb. 152 To destined be-tuene J?® guode funges and fie 
kueade. c 2386 [see Distinct ppl. a. A, 1. Distinket]. c 1400 
Rom , Rose 6199 Ther can no wight distinete it so That he 
dare sey a word therto. 2526 Pilgr. Perf, (W. de W. 2531) 
247 The consideracyon wherfore the foresayd hours be so 
distincted or diuyded . in to vij tymes. 2342 R. Copland 
Galyen's Terap. 2Aivb, It is an impertynent thynge to 


this worke to dystynke these thynges. 2346 Gardiner 
Declar. Joye 40 b, By distinctinge gods knowledge from 
his election. 2383 Stubbes Anat . Abus. 11. (18S2) 68 Be the 
churches, congregations, and assemblies there distincted 
into particulars. Ibid. 209. 

Hence Disti*ncted ppl. a Distracting vbl. sb. 
2370 Dee Math . Pref. in Rudd’s Euclide (1651) Biv b, 
The discretion, discerning, and distincting of things. Ibid., 
Our Severalling, distincting, arid numbring, createth nothing. 

1 575 T. Rogers 6' ec. Coming Christ 47/1 Nor yet their earne- 
full plaintes abroafle distincted voyces send. 

t Disti*nefcial, a. Obs. rare- 1 , [irreg. f. L. 
distinct - ppl. stem, perh. after differential, partial, 
nuptial, etc.] Capable of distinguishing. 

2648 Earl Westmoreland Otia Sacra (1879) 59 What 
eye’s so distinctiall, As for to single One out of them 
ail? 

Distrnctify, V. rare . [f. L. distinct-ns Dis- 
tinct + -fy.] trans. To make distinct. So Dis- 
ti nctiffca*tion. 

ax 865 J. Grote Exam. Uiilit. Philos. xx» (1870) 337 The 
growth and distinctification of classes and interests. 2877 
[quoted in] Proctor Myths A sir on. 247 So could the same. , 
light, passed through the faintest focal object of a telescope, 
both distinctify (to coin a new word..) and magnify its 
feeblest component members. 

Distinction (distrqkjhn). [a. F. distinction 
(12th c. in Littre), ad. L. distinction -em, n. of ac- 
tion f. distinguere to Distinguish.] 
j*l. The action of dividing or fact of being 
divided; division, partition ; separation. (Inquot. 
3520, division of opinion, dissension.) Obs. 

13S7 Trevisa Higdeti (Rolls) I. iiz (Matz.) For dis-- 
tinccionn of dyuers manere men fiat woned fiere. 2320 
C ax ton’s Chr on. Eng. v. 62/t There was a great dys- 
tynccyon, for the Clergy entended to have chose Peres the 
archebysshop. 1586 A. Day Eng. Secretary 1. (1625) 144 
There might also be made a distinction of love . . one tearmtd 
by the name of Friendship, and this other chalenging onely 
. . Love. 2612 Brinsley Pos. Paris (1669) p. iii, Else dis- 
tinctions of the Chapters are not observed. 1662 Boyle 
Style of Script. (1675) 60 The distinction of chapters and 
verses now m use. 1668 Dryden Ess. Dram. Poesy (T.) 
The distinction of tragedy into acts. 2709-29 V. MandeV 
Syst. Math., Geogr. 541 Part I. Of the Distinction of the 
Earth. 

f b. Division of a sentence by stops, punctuation ; 
a point or stop. Obs. 

2532 Huloet, Distinction or poynte in sentence, diastole, 
distinct io. 1579 Fulke Heskins’ Pari. 295 To corrupt it by 
.. wrong distinction or pointing. #1637 B. Jonson Eng. 
Gram. 11. ix, The distinctions of an imperfect sentence are 
two, a comma and a semicolon. 

t c. concr. A partition, something that separates. 
Obs. 

1578 Banister Hist. Man 1. 23 Betwene euery tooth are 
euident distinctions, or hedges. 

t 2 . One of the parts into which a whole is 
divided ; a division, section ; a class, category. 

axzz*>Ancr. R. 12 peos hoc ich to dele on eihte distino 
tiuns, fietje clepieS dolen. C1400 tr. Secreia Secret Gov. 
Lordsh.( E.E.T. S.) 42 Departand fiis booke yn disttnccons 
or bokes. 1586 A. Day Eng. Secretary (1625) so His 
distinctions are Hortatorie and Dehortatorie ; Swasorie and 
Disswasorie. 2677 Hale Prim. Orig. Man. u. x. 234 
Persons.. known to be of that Linage and Descent, and still 
continuing . .in that Distinction. 2756 Burke Subl. 4 B. v. 
ii, Words . . are capable of being classed into more curious 
distinctions. 2848 Kelly tr. Cambrensis Eversus I. 373 
He prepared to recite his work in Oxford, .one of the three 
distinctions of the book being read each day. 

+ b. Class (in relation to status) ; rank, grade. 
Of the first distinction; of the highest rank; highly 
distinguished (cf. sense 8). Obs. 

1729 Swift To Yng. Clergym. Wks. 2755 II. ir. 3 Among 
the clergy of all distinctions. 1734 tr. Rollin’ s Anc. Hist. 
(2827) II. ii. 88 Three hundred young Carthaginians of the 
first distinction. <22763 Shenstone (Mason), Societies, 
ranks, orders, and distinctions amongst men. 

3. The action of distinguishing or discriminating ; 
the perceiving, noting, or making a difference be- 
tween things ; discrimination. With a and pi., the 
result of this action, a difference thus made or ap- 
preciated. 

a 1340 Hampole Psalter lxv. 12 Sayan d . . i hafe nede of 
fie, noght fiou of me, fiis is a right distynccioun. 238a 
Wyclif Rom. iii. 22 The rtjtwysnesse of God is by the feith 
of Ihesu Crist on alle that bileuen in to hym ; forsoth ther 
is no distynccioun. 2398 Trevisa Barth. De P.R . vm.xvi. 
(1495) 323 The sonne hath vertue of dystynccion, for coloures 
and shappes of thynges by. .the )yghte..of the sonne arne 
knowe and dystynguyd asondre. 2527 Tindale Treat. 
Justif by Faith Wks, 1 . 46 They rend and tear the scrip- 
| tures with their distinctions. 2552 T. Wilson Logike (1567) 

| 73 b, All suche argumentes must be auoided by distinction, 

’ that is, ye must declare the double meanyngjn the twoo 
i Proposicions. 1588 F raunce Lawlers Log. 1. iii. 27 b, This 
nice rind frivolous distinction of Chaunce and Fortune. 2607 
Shaks. Cor. in. i. 323 He , . is ill-school’d In boulted Lan- 
guage : Meale and Bran together He throwes without dis- 
tinction. 2662 J. Davies tr. Clear ins' Voy. Ambass.78 
Punish’d, without any distinction of Sex, Age, or Quality. 
2677 Ld. Orrery Art of War 12 In some places. . ope may 
find a distinction from the Cohorts to the Centuries, and 
from the Centuries to the Manniples. 2709 Steele TatUr 
No. 62 P 4 To cut off their Ears, or Part of them, for Dis- 
tinction-sake. 2729 Butler Serin. Wks. 1874 II. 6 Every 
body makes a distinction between self-love, and the several 
particular passions. 2872 Freeman Norm. Conq. (1876) IV. 
xviii. 204, We may. .see that a distinction is drawn between 
the rule of William himself and the rule of his oppressive 
lieutenants. 2892 Speaker 2 May 534/1 The old universities 
are open to all, without distinction of rank or creed. 


DISTINCTION. 

b. Phr. A distinction without a difference : i. e. 
one artificially or fictitiously made in a case where 
no real difference exists. 

1579 Fulke Heskins* Pari. 207 The distinction remaineth 
without a difference. 1688 Vox Cleri Pro Rege 47-.lt seems 
his Power is absolute, but not arbitrary, which is ,, a dis- 
tinction without a difference. 1771 Junius^ Lett. No. 59, 
313 Your correspondent . . seems to make a distinction with- 
out a difference. 1891 Speaker 2 May 532/2 The jugglery 
of words was never more successful than m this distinction 
without a difference. 

4 . The condition or fact of being distinct or 
different; difference. With a and pi., an instance 
of this, a difference. 

1435 Misyn Fire of Lave 15 O godhede. .is ofiij. persones 
... .euynhede & onhede forsoth haueand after f>e substance of 
f>e godhede, not wautand distinccion of diuersite after fe 
propirte of be name. 153a More Confut. Tindale'N'ks. 
492/2 The Jewes & the christen had other differences Sc 
dystinccions betwene them. 1678 Norris Colt. Misc. (1699) 
288 It is a certain sign . . of real distinction, when the idea 
of one thing . . positively excludes the idea of the other. 
1731 J. Gill Trinity i (1752) 3 Denying a distinction of 
persons in the Godhead. 1847 Emerson Repr. Men, Plato 
Wks. (Bohn) I. 300 His patrician tastes laid stress^ on the 
distinctions of birth. 1850 M°Cosh Div. Govt. 111,1,(1:874) 
291 The.. process by which the distinction between good 
and evil is discovered. 

5 . The faculty of distinguishing or accurately 
observing differences; discernment, discrimina- 
tion. ? Ohs, 

x6o 6 Shaks. Tr. 4 Cr. m. ii. 28, I doe feare, .That I shall 
loose distinction in my ioyes. 1617 Fletcher Valentinian 
1. iii, Yet take heed, worthy Maximus; all ears Hear not 
with that distinction mine do. 1654 Cokaine Dianea 1. 4 
The remotenesse of the place he was in afforded him not 
distinction to discerne from whence they came. 1768 Sterne 
Sent, Jonrn. (1778) II. no (Case ofConsc.), I like a good 
distinction in my heart. 

f@. The condition or quality of being distinctly 
or clearly perceptible; distinctness. Ohs. 

1589 Puttenham Eng. Poesie it. iv. [v]. (Arb.) 87 There is 
no greater difference betwixt a ciuill and brutish vtteraunce 
then cleare distinction of voices the most laudable lan- 
guages are alwaies most plains and distinct. 1661 South- 
well in Phil. Trans. XLIV. 220 Firing.. I heard 56 
Reiterations of the Noise. The first twenty were with some 
Distinction. 1709 Berkeley Th. Vision § 84 Able to view 
them., with the utmost clearness and distinction. 1712 
Steele Sped. No. 454 f 6 All the several Voices lost their 
Distinction, and rose up in a confused Humming. 

7 . Something that distinguishes or discriminates ; 
a distinguishing quality, mark, or characteristic; 
a distinguishing name or title. 

c 1374 Chaucer Boetlt. xi. pr. v. 32 pat gemmes drawen to 
hem self . . beaute . . thorw the distinccon of hem self. 
1729 Butler Sernt. xi. Wks. 1874 II. 134 It may be spoken 
of as., the distinction of the present [age] to profess a con- 
tracted spirit. 1772 Cowper Let. to J. Hill 4 Feb., The 
person was described as the Clerk of the House of Lords, 
without the addition of his proper distinction. i828D’Israeli 
C/tas. L I. iii. 31 From a slender volume of polemical divinity 
. . our Sovereigns still derive one of their regal distinctions. 
1848 Rickman Goth.. A rchit. 33 The capital is the great 
distinction of this order. 

8. The action of distinguishing or treating with 
special consideration or honour; the showing of 
a preferential regard ; with a and pi., a mark of 
special appreciation or honour. 

17x5 DeJFoe Pam. Instruct . 1, iv. (1841) I. 87 She loves 
you to a distinction above every child she has. 1727 Swift 
Gulliver iv. x. 327 To give so great a mark of distinction 
to a creature so inferior as I. 1766 Goldsm. Vic. W. x. 
The distinctions lately paid us by our betters awakened 
that pride which I had laid asleep. 1768 Woman of Honour 
III. 193 There is no great hazard of your distinction of 
him being lost upon him. 1780 Harris PhiloL Enq. (1841) 
394 For grammatical knowledge, we ought to mention with 
distinction the learned prelate, Dr. Lowth. x8xo Shelley 
Zastrozzi xv. Pr. Wks. 1888 I. 94 Julia rushed forwards, 
and, in accents of distinction, in a voice of alarmed tender- 
ness, besought him to spare himself. x8x6 J . Scott Vis, 
Paris Pref. ted. 5) 3° The feeling, .which procured him this 
distinction. 1855 Prescott Philip If I. m. iii. 343 Some 
were beheaded with the sword,— a distinction reserved . .for 
persons of condition. 

9 . The condition or fact of being distinguished 
or of distinguishing oneself; excellence or eminence 
that distinguishes from others; honourable pre- 
eminence ; elevation of character, rank, or quality ; 
a distinguishing excellence. 

1699 M. Lister Jonrn. Paris 8 All the Houses of 
Persons of Distinction are built with Port-cocheres. 1748 
Relat. Earthq. Lima 55 Fifty select Persons, all Men of 
Distinction. 1756 [see Distinct a. 5]. X828 Scott F. M» 
Perth, xxiii, Various persons of distinction had come there 
in his train, 1867 Smiles Huguenots Eng. xii. (t88o) 202 He 
had. .served with distinction in the French army. 1887 T. 
Fowler Princ.Mor. n. i. 12 The love of distinction or pre- 
eminence., seems, in the great majority of men, to operate 
far more constantly and with far greater force than the love 
of knowledge. 1890 Spectator 14 June 829/1 Not only is 
distinctness from others not in itself distinction, hut dis- 
tinctness from others may often be the very opposite of 
distinction, indeed,, a kind, and a very unpleasant kind, of 
vulgarity. ^ 1891 Speaker 2 May 533/1 Ihe book . . has . . 
more quality and distinction than four-fifths of the novels 
which come under our notice. 

10 . Comb., as distinction-maker (see sense 3). 

1701 J. Law Counc. Trade { 1751) 278 Speaking the same 

language, and if the distinction-makers would let them, hav- 
ing the same inclinations for the public and common 
good. 
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Bistraotional, a. rare. [f. prec. + -al.] 
Relating to, or of the nature of, distinction. ^ 

1607 R. C. tr. Estienne's World Wond.xxxlx. 327 The 
Decretals haue had their part . . the Questional!, Dis- 
tlnctionall, Quodlibeticall bookes. .theirs. ■ 

Bistrnctity. rare. [f. L. distinct-us Dis- 
tinct a. + -m\] The quality of being dis- 
tinct. 

x8x2 Coleridge in Lit. Rent. (1836) III. 2 The fleroma 
of being whose essential poles are unity and distinctity, 
1839 Ibid. 123 Donne had not attained to the reconciling of 
distinctity with unity. 

Distinctive (disti'qktiv), a. (sb.) [f. L. dis- 
tinct- ppl. stem of disiinguere (see Distinct, Dis- 
tinguish) + -iv E ; cf. ¥. distinctif -ive (1740 in 
Acad.).] A. adj. 

1. Having the quality of distinguishing ; serving 
or used to distinguish or discriminate ; character- 
istic, distinguishing. 

1583 Stubbes Anat. Abus. 1. (1879) 73 Our Apparel! was 
giuen vs as a signe distinctiue, to discern betwixt sex and 
sex. 1627-77 Feltham Resolves il Ivii. 278 "lbs one of the 
distinctive properties of Man from Beast, that he can reflect 
upon himself. 1828 D' Israeli Chas. /, I. vi. 156 Papist and 
Protestant now became distinctive names. 1856 Ruskin 
Mod. Paint. III. iv.xvii. § 9 Wordsworth’s distinctive work 
was a war with pomp and pretence, and a display pf the 
majesty of simple feelings and humble hearts. 1878 Glad- 
stone Prim. Homer 9 The. .distinctive office of the bard was 
to give delight. 1894 C. N. Robinson Brit . Pled 319 
A military organization, wearing a distinctive dress. > 

2. Having the power of distinguishing or discri- 
minating ; discriminative ; discerning, rare. 

1646 Sr*R T. Browne Pseud. Ep. 11. iii. 75 More judicious 
and distinctive heads. 1646 Crashaw Poems 128 If with 
distinctive eye and mind you look.^ 1879 R. K. Douglas 
Confucianism iii. 72 Fie . . shows himself . . accomplished, 
distinctive, concentrative, and searching. 

3. Having a distinct character or position. 
rare. 

1867 Smiles Huguenots Eng. xviii. (1880) 343 Th- refugees 
..at length ceased to exist as a distinctive people. 1877 
J. C. Cox Ch. of Derby sh. II. 417 Bonsai l . . was not a dis- 
tinctive manor at the time of the Domesday Survey. 

4. Hebr. Gram. Applied to accents used, inst'.ad 
of stops, to separate clauses. 

1874 Davidson Hebr. Gram. (18192) 27 These are the main 
distinctive accents, and by stoppiug at then* .. the reader 
will do justice to the sense. 

B. sb. 1. A distinguishing mark cr quality ; a 
characteristic. 

1816 Keatinge Trav. (1:817) I. 189 The red umbrella, the 
distinctive of royalty here. 1836 Cdl. Wiseman Sc. 4 Relig. 
I. iii. 173 An intermediate class, possessing, to a certain 
degree, the distinctives of the extremes. 

2. Hebr. Grain. A distinctive accent : see A. 4 . 

1874 Davidson Hebr. Gram. (1892) 27 A distinctive of 
less power than Zakeph is Tiphha. 1887 A thenseum 17 Dec. 
820/x As considerable attention is paid to the [Hebrew] 
accents, the author should know that tiphea is not a minor 
distinctive, but one of the four kings or great distinctives. 

Distinctively (distrgktivli), adv. [f. prec. 
+ -lt 2.] In a distinctive manner. 

L With distinguishing operation or effect; in a 
way that makes a distinction; so as to distinguish ; 
separately, severally. 

16x0 Mirr. Mag. 855 (R.) Her [Queen Elizabeth’s] sweet 
tongue could speake distinctively Greek, Latin, Tuscane, 
Spanish, French, and Dutch, a 1677 Barrow Serm . Wks. 
1686 II. xxxiv. 492 To what end also doth he distinctively 
assign a peculiar dispensation of operations to the Father, 
Of ministeries to the Son, of gifts to the Holy Ghost? 1797 
Monthly Mag. Jan. 52 He determined to blend, in a single 
tableau, all the different colourings of truth which he had 
long before pourtrayed distinctively. 1825 Coleridge A ids 
Rep. (1848) I. 168 Contemplated distinctively in reference 
to formal (or abstract) truth, it is the Speculative Reason. 
1833 Chalmers Const. Man (1835) I. ii. 129 Ere we see 
clearly and distinctively. 1841 Myers Cath. Th. iii. § 38. 
136 Not only. .Facts, .but also, .what may be distinctively 
termed Truths, or technically Doctrines. 1863 E. V. Neale 
Anal. Th. 4 Nat. 61 The individual rose has become to us 
one among many roses, each of which may be thought of 
as distinctively colored. 

2. In a distinguishing manner ; characteristically 
as distinct from others ; peculiarly. 

1871 Freeman H ist. Ess. (1872)^37 If we can suppose 
a distinctively Saxon settlement in the north. 1873-4 
Moggridge Ants 4 Spiders Suppl. 168 The seeds of the 
distinctively spring and summer-flowering plants. x88x 
Sat. Rev. 23 July 101/y There is nothing distinctively 
Christian ; . in Gothic architecture. 1885 Clodd Myths 4 
Dr. 1. yiii. 134 Legends and traditions .. invested with a 
purity and majesty distinctively Hebrew. 

*[[ 3. ? Distinctly. Obs . 

1632 Shaks. Oth. 1. iii. 155 (2. 3. 4. Fos.) Whereof by 
parcels she had something heard, But not distinctively 
[Qq.^intentiuely, Fo. x instmctiuely]. 

Distinctiveness . [f. as prec. + -ness.] 

1. The quality of being distinctive ; distinctive 
force, tendency, operation, effect, or character. 

a 1679 T. Goodwin Wks. III. u. 13 (R.) The distinctive- 
ness is imported . . in the article put to each, tov irarpos of 
the Father, tov vlov of the Son, tov ayiov Trvevftaros, of the 
Holy Ghost. x8ax Lockhart Valerius 111 . vi. 145 As if 
what I saw were still present in all the distinctiveness of 
reality. 1876 J, Parker Paracl. x. vi. 94 Preaching should 
never lose its distinctiveness ; it should stand apart. 1894 
Times 6 Mar. 6/3 They have electric lights transcending in 
power' and distinctiveness everything on this side of the 
..Channel. 


DISTINGUE, 

f 2. Power of distinguishing or discriminating; 
discernment. Ohs. 

1667 Dig by Elvira 1. in Hazl. Dodsley XV. 22 Thou art 
an ass, and want’st distinctiveness ’Twixt love and love : 
that was a love of sport To keep the serious one in 
breath. 

Distincti'vity. rare . [f. as prec. + -ity.] 

is Distinctiveness. 

1836 Fraser $' Mag. XIII, 700 In similar connexion and 
distmetivity exist church and state, God and nature. 

Distinctly (distrqktli), adv. [f. Distinct a. 

+ -i.y -.] 

f 1. In a distinct or separate manner ; separately, 
individually, severally. Ohs. 

1382 Wyclif Ecclus. i. 2 The grauel of the se, and the 
dropis of reyn, and the dases of the world, who distinctli 
hath noumbrede ? 1425 Found. St. Bartholomew' $ 23 Sun- 
dry thyngys by ther propyr namys distynctly he callide. 
1581 Pettie Guazzo's Civ. Conv. 11. (1586) 54, I will speake 
distinctlie of those two pointes. x6xo Shaks. Temp. 1. ii. 
200 On the Top-mast, The Yards and Bore-spritt, would 
I flame distinctly, Then meete, and ioyne. 1737 Whiston 
Josephus , Antiq. xvi. iv. § 4 Their father .. took each of 
them distinctly m his arms. 

+ b. Distinctly from : so as to be distinguished 
from; in contradistinction to. Ohs. 

a 16 82 Sir T. Browne Tracts (1684) 1 6 Distinctly from 
that he chose plain Fare of Water and the gross Diet of 
Pulse. 

2. In a distinct or clear maimer; without con- 
fusion or obscurity; :.o as to be clearly perceived 
or understood ; with clear perception or under- 
standing ; clearly, plainly. 

1382 Wyclif Ne.*. viii. 8 And thei radden in the hoc of 
the lawe distinccii and apertli to vnderstonde. X398 Trevisa 
Barth. De P. R. in. xvii. (1495) 62 Though a things be 
ryght tofore the eye, yf it be to ferre therfrom, it is not 
dystynctly knows. 1535 Coverdale Isa. xxxii. 4 The 
vnparfite tunge shal speake planely and distinctly. 1604 
Shaks. Oth. u. iii. 290, I remember a masse of things, but 
nothing distinctly. 1709 Steele & Addison Tatler 
No. 103 r 13 He could see nothing distinctly. 1858 O. W. 
Holmes Ant. Breakf-t . xi. no, I tried to speak twice 
without making myself distinctly audible. 1883 Froude 
Short Stud. IV. 1. x. 1x2 They did not know, perhaps, 
distinctly what they meant to do. 

b. In mod. use (chiefly with adjs. or adjectival 
phrases) : In a way clear to the mind or percep- 
tion; clearly, unmistakably, decidedly, indubitably. 
(Cf. Distinct a. 3 c.) 

1858 Kingsley Lett. (1878) I. 2t An object which was 
distinctly not political. 1868 Freeman Norm. Conq. (iSj6) 
II. viii 133 One would have thought that horses were 
distinctly in the way. 3873 Black Pr. Thule xiv. 217 The 
young American lady had distinctly the best of it. 1874 
Green Short Hist. iii. § x. 114 The English court had 
become the centre of a distinctly secular literature. 1893 
Critic (U. S.) 11 Mar. 147/1 Now the favorite slang word 
of literature is ‘ distinctly \ Fleroines are now ‘ distinctly 
regal ’ in their bearing, and there is about the heroes 
a manner that is ‘distinctly fine'. 

Distinctness (disti-qktnes). [f. as prec. + 

-NESS.] 

1. The condition or quality of being distinct or 
different ; separateness ; individuality. 

x668 H. More Div. Dial. in. x. (1713) 200 The opinion 
of the Immortality of the Soul and personal distinctness of 
the deceased in the other life. 1678 Cudworth Intel l. 
Syst. 37 (R.) To assert the soul’s immortality, together with 
its incorporeity or distinctness from the body. 1863 King- 
lake Crimea 11876) I. viu. 1x6 The Turkish Government 
was .. sensible of the distinctness of the ‘nations’ held 
under its sway. 1890 [see Distinction 9]. 

2. The condition or quality of being distinct or 
clear; clearness, plainness, a. As a quality of 
the object : Capability of being clearly perceived 
or understood. 

x668 Wilkins Real Char. 413 The Character here pro- 
posed . . the Facility, Comliness and Distinctness of it. 1794 
Home in Phil. Trans. LXXXV. 9 Judging of distinctness 
by the legibility of the letters. 1871 L. Stephen Playgr. 
Eur. xi. (1894) 271 In the evening light each ridge and 
peak, .stands out with startling distinctness. 1875 Jowktt 
Plato (ed. 2) V. 105 To use the lyre on account of the dis- 
tinctness of the notes. 

b. As a quality of perception or thought : cf. 
Distinct a. 3 d. 

1654 Z. Coke Logick (1657) 5 Our understanding cannot 
..certainly determine to comprehend the natures of things 
with distinctnesse. 1794 Home in Phil. Trans. LXXXV. 
21 The distinctness with which an object is seen when 
the eye is first fixed upon it. 1837 Whewell Hist. 
Induct. Sc. (1857) I. 51 A degree of hesitation . . which .. 
shows the absence of all scientific distinctness of thought. 

+ Distrnctor. Ohs. rare, [a, L. distincior, 
agent-n. from disiinguere to Distinguish.] One 
who draws a distinction ; a distinguisher. 

1577 Stanyhurst Descr. Iret. i. in Holinsh. (1587) II. 10/r 
They would be named Ireland men, hut in no wise Irish- 
men. But certes. .such curious distinctors may be. .resem- 
bled to the foolish butcher, that offred to haue sold his 
mutton for fifeeene grots, and yet would not take a 
crowne. Z, 

+ Distrncture. Ohs. rare. [f. Distinct a. + 
-ure.] * Distinction, Distinctness. 

1846 Worcester cites Edim. Rm . . ' 

t Bistrngue, V. Obs. Also 4 distyng(e, 4 5 
distingwe, 6 Sc. distuing. [ME. disting-en, 
distingue-n , a. F . distingue-r ( 13 th c. in Littre) , 
ad. L. disiinguere to Distinguish, f. di- } Dis- i 


DISTINGUE. 

+ slingitcre orig. ‘to prick or stick but' found 
only in sense £ to extinguish’.] — Distinguish (in 
various senses). 

4*1340 Hampole Psalter Prol., pis boke is distyngid in 
thris fyfiy psaimes. c 1374 Chaucer Barth, n. pr, v. 47 
Art {70 u distingwed and embelised by j?e spryngyng flotires ? 
c 1380 Wyclif Semi. Sel. Wks. II. 202 Here we moten 
distingue blame fro li^t synne. <7x460 Fortescue Abe. <$* 
Lim. Mon. i. (1885) no In tho dayis regimen politic-urn 
et regale, was distyngued a regimine tan turn regale. 1596 
Dalrymple Leslie's Hist . Scot. iv. 387 Quairto tbrie or 
four distuing or define J in this speiking. 

|| Distingue (dfstg*ng*), a. [F. distingud Dis- 
tinguished, pa. pple. of distinguer to Distin- 
guish.] Distinguished (esp. in reference to ap- 
pearance or manner) ; having an air of distinction. 

1813 Byron in Moore Life (1832) II. 290 fStanf,) Every 
thing distingue is welcome there. 1833 C. Heath Bk. 
Beauty ( 1837) 159 A tali, elegant, young man, of the most 
distingui appearance, 1841 Thackeray Misc. Ess . (1885) 
381 That snowy napkin coquettishly arranged round the 
kidneys gave them a distingue air. 1873 Lowell Lett. 
(1894) II. 89 He is a distingue person in a high sense, with 
a real genius for looking like a gentleman. 

Distinguish (disti-ggwij), v. [f. F. distin- 
guer or L. distinguere (see Distingue), with the 
ending -ish, etymologically appropriate to repre- 
sentatives of F. verbs in -z>, -zss-ant. Cf. Extin- 
guish.] 

I. Transitive senses. 

+ 1. To divide into parts or portions separate 
in space or time. Obs. 

1609 Bible (Douay) Exod. xxxvi. 35 A veile of hiacinth. . 
with embrodered worke, varied and distinguished. x6xo 
IHstrio-m. u 200 The face of heaven . . is distinguish!: into 
Regions . . fil’d with sundry sorts of starres. x6i8 Bolton 
Floras 1. ii. 8 Hee . . distinguish^ the yeere into twelve 
Months. 1650 Fuller Pisgah it. vi. 149 In the third day 
..this lower globe was distinguished into earth and water. 
1695 Woodward Nat. Hist. Earth 1. (1723) 6 The Stone. , 
was distinguished into Strata or Layers. 1709-29 V. Man- 
dey Syst. Math „ Geogr. 540 Geography is a Doctrine 
shewing the Reason of Distinguishing, and Measuring the 
Earth. 

f b. To divide or separate {from something else, 
or from each other). Obs. 

1648 Gage West Ink. fin. 69 We cannot certainly avow 
this America to be continent, nor certainly affirme it to be 
an Island, distinguished from the old world, x.658 A. Fox 
IVurtz ’ Sung. 11. xi. 89 The Midriffe, which distinguished 
the Lungs from the Breast. 1697 Dryden Virg. Georg, iv. 
194 No Fences parted Fields, nor Marks nor Bounds Dis- 
tinguish’d Acres of litigious Grounds. 

f e. To divide by points ; to punctuate. Ohs. 

1637 J* Smith Myst. Rhet. 268 The Points or Notes used 
by the Learned in distinguishing writing, .are not the least 
part of Orthography. 1699 Bentley Fhal. 266 Thus the 
words are to be pointed, which have hitherto been falsly 
distinguish’d. 

2. To divide into classes or species ; to class, 
classify. 

1581 J[. Bell II addon's A new. Osor. 186 Your schoolemen 
do distinguishe into workes done, and works to be done. 
16x4 Bp. Hall Recoil. Treat. 698, I might distinguish 
this service into habituail and actuall. 1762 Goldsm. 
Cit. W. xxv. p 3 The inhabitants were, .distinguished into 
artisans and soldiers. 1774 — Nat. Hist. ( 1862) I. iv. iii. 
423 Mr. Buffon distinguishes this species into two kinds. 
1831 R. Knox Cloquets A nat. 690 The branches which. the 
radial artery gives to the forearm are distinguished into 
anterior, posterior, external, and internal. 

3. To mark as different or distinct ; to separate 
(things, or one thing from another) by distinctive 
marks ; to indicate the difference of or between ; to 
make or constitute a difference in, to differentiate. 

_ 1576 Fleming Panopl. Epist. 236 Every several Epistle 
Is distinguished with this mark (.*)• *6” Bible Trans l . 
Pref. 1 By the first [Ciuilitie] we are distinguished from 
bruit-beasts led by sensualitie. 1638 SirT. Herbert Trav. 
fed. '2)228 To tincture their nailes and faces with vermillion, 
serving . . to distinguish them from the vulgar sort. 1781 
Gibbon Decl. F. III. 64 The deaths of his two rivals were 
distinguished only by the difference of their characters. 
1876 J. Parker Faracl. 1. xvi. 250 The ‘manifestation of 
the Spirit ’ . . distinguishes human life from all other creature- 
dom below it. 

b. To mark, as a distinctive mark or character 
does ; to be a characteristic of ; to characterize. 

x6oo J. Pory tr. Leo's Africa 1. 3 Mount Atlas . . begln- 
neth westward at that place, where it distinguished the 
Ocean by the name of Atlanticus. 1662 J. Davies tr. 
Qlearius' Voy. A nr bass. 206 Square stones . . set up-an-end, 
to distinguish the Graves of private Persons. 1780 Harris 
PhiloL Enq. Wks. (x 841)456 Different portions of this age [the 
dark age] have been distinguished by different descriptions ; 
such as Sseculum M onotheleticum, Sseculum E iconoclastic 
cum, &c. X849 Macaulay Hist. Eng. I. 321 He . . was dis- 
tinguished by many both of the good and of the bad quali- 
ties which belong to aristocrats. 

4. To recognize as distinct or different ; to sepa- 
rate mentally (things, or one thing front another) ; 
to perceive or note the difference between (things) ; 
to draw a distinction between. 

1561 T. Norton Calvin's hist. in. 192 Can true repentance 
stande without fay the? No. But though they can not be 
seuered, yet they must be distinguished. 1590 Shaks. 
Com. Err. i. i. 53 Two goodly sonnes ... the one so like the 
other, As could not be distinguish'd but bynames. 1684 
R. H. School Recreat. 88 Endeavour to distinguish the 
Notes of a Peal of Bells, one from another while Ringing. 
*7x3 Berkeley Hylas <$• P. iri. Wks. 1871 I. 322, I can 
distinguish gold, for example, from iron. 1809 W. Irving 
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Knickerb. ni. ix. (1849) 19r .lt is scarcely possible to distin- j 
guish the truth from the fiction. 1887 Max Muller Sc. Th. j 
29 That very common error, that things which can be dis- j 
tinguished can therefore claim an independent existence. 

f b. To make a distinction in or with respect 
to ; esp., in scholastic use, to draw distinctions be- 
tween various meanings of (a word or statement) ; 
hence, to do away, or out of bring into (something) 
by making subtle distinctions. Obs. 

1581 J. Bell II addon's A nsw. Osor. x68b, I deny the 
Major of this Argument. In the Minor I distinguish this 
word Necessitie. Ibid. 186 So doe the schoolemen expound, 
and distinguishe it. 1643 Milton Divorce 11. xi. Wks. 1738 
1. 196 That Proverbial Sentence., which also the Peripatetics 
do rather distinguish than deny. 2689-92 Locke Toleration 
iv. Wks. 1727 III. 465 You have distinguish'd yourself into 
a false Retreat. 2703 De Foe Let. to How in Misc. 328 
That.. they be not distinguish’d out of their Reason and 
Religion by the Cunning and Artifice of Words. 1748 
Richardson Clarissa (1811) I. viii. 54 Thus by subtilty and 
cunning aiming to distinguish away my duty. 

C. To separate as a distinct item. 
x866 Rogers Agric. <§■ Prices I. xxi . 530 Items which used 
to be distinguished are lumped in one general sum. 1883 
Times ^Weekly ed.) 6 Mar. 14/x To consider whether the 
cost of the railway could be distinguished from the other 
expenditure. 

5. To perceive distinctly or clearly (by sight, 
hearing, or other bodily sense) ; to 1 make out ’ by 
looking, listening, etc. ; to recognize. 

1593 Shaks. Lucr. 1785 No man could distinguish what 
he said. 1605 — Leariv. vi, 215 Euery one heares that, 
which can distinguish sound. x66o F. Brooke tr. Le Blands 
Trav. 249 We saw the form of a body covered with linnen, 
without being able to distinguish more. 1726 Adv. Capt. 
R. Boyle 31 When they were near enough, I could distin- 
guish them to be three handsome Women. 1791 Mrs. Rad- 
cliffe Rom. Forest i. Pie distinguished the voices of men 
in the room above. 1856 Sir B. Brodie Psychol. Inq. I. v. 
182 An eagle . . can distinguish objects at a distance at 
which they would be to us altogether imperceptible. 

6 . To single out, notice specially; to pay parti- 
cular attention to, honour with special attention. 
arch. 

\ 1607 Davies xst Let. to Earl Salisbury (1787) 228 My Lord- 

Deputy . . did presently distinguish the business that was to 
be done. 1702 Rowe Tamer l . Ded., I cannot help Distin- 
guishing the last Instance very particularly. 1748 Chesterf. 
Lett. (1792) II. cli. 35 His Polish Majesty has distinguished 
j you. I hope you received that mark of distinction with 
respect and with steadiness. 1779 Johnson Let. to Mrs. 
Thrale 6 Apr., Do not let new friends supplant the old ; 
they who first distinguished you have the best claim to your 
attention. 1848 Dickens Dombey 363 If [they j would do 
him the honour to look at a little bit of a shrubbery, .they 
would distinguish him very much. 1851 Ruskin Stones 
Veit. (1874) I. Pref. ii. 12 The work of the Marchese Sel- 
vatico is . . to be distinguished with respect. 

7. To make prominent, conspicuous, remarkable, 
or eminent in some respect. (In the quots. from 
Dryden, involving the notion of adornment ; cf. 
Distinct a 4 .) Now usually reft, or pass. 

1600 J. Pory tr. Led s Africa 11. 376 Nature having dis- 
tinguished it with rivers, harbours and most commodious 
bales. 1692 Dryden State Innoc. iv. i, The ruddy fruit, dis- 
tinguished o’er with gold. 1700 — Cymon # Iph. 96 Not 
more distinguished by her purple vest Than by the charming 
features of her face. 1741 Chesterf. Lett. (1792) I. lxxiv. 
205 At dinner his awkwardness distinguishes itself particu- 
larly. 1776 Gibbon Decl 4 F. I. xiii. 268 He had distin- 
guished himself on every frontier of the empire. 1823 Lamb 
Elia Ser. n. Poor Relation , A peculiar sort of sweet pudding 
..distinguished the days of his coming. x88x J. Russell 
Haigs v. 108 Robert Haig distinguished himself in the 
battle by taking Lord Evers a prisoner. 

II. Intransitive senses. 

8 . To make or draw a distinction ; to perceive 
or note the difference between things ; to exercise 
discernment ; to discriminate, a, absoL (in quot. 
1647 , with clause.) 

x6ia Bacon Ess., Studies (Arb.) 13 If his Wit be not Apt 
to distinguish or find differences, let him Study the Schoole- 
men. 1647 Saltmarsh Sparkl . Glory Ep. Decl. (1847) 7 Dis- 
tinguishing to ye, that their Ordination was from the Bishops, 
as Ministers, not. as Bishops. 1825 Coleridge Aids' Reft . 
xxvi. (1836) 22 It is a dull and obtuse mind that must divide in 
order to distinguish ; but it is a still worse, that distinguishes 
iu order to divide. x86i Maine Anc. Law in. (1876) 52 The 
propensity to distinguish characteristic of a lawyer. 

b. with between : * 4 . (The usual construction.) 
1604 Shaks. Oth. \. iii. 314 Since I could distinguish be- 
twixt a Benefit, and an Iniurie. . 1736 Butler A nal. rr. vii. 
Wks. 1874 1. 261 A capacity of distinguishing between truth 
and falsehood. 1879 Harlan Eyesight v. 64 A locomotive 
engineer who cannot distinguish between red and green, 
does not know the difference between danger and safety, 

+ C. To distinguish of : to make distinctions 
with regard to (something), esp. in scholastic use 
( — 4 b) ; to perceive or note the difference between 
(things) = 4, 8 b ; to judge of, discriminate between. 
'To distinguish upon : to make (scholastic or subtle) 
distinctions with regard to. Obs. 

a 1592 Ii. Smith. Wks. (1866-7)1. 97 To defend usury, they 
distinguish upon it, as they distinguish of lying. As they 
say, there is a pernicious lie, and an officious lie, and a merry 
lie, and a godly lie ; so [etc.]. 1593 Shaks. 2 Hen. VI, 11, 

i. 129 Sight may distinguish of Colours : But suddenly to 
nominate them all, it is impossible. 1646 H. Lawrence 
Comm. Angells 177 They have a certaine taste . . by which 
they can distinguish of fpod. 2650 F uller Pisgah 1. vi. 14 
The term navigable must be distinguished on. 1763 Rules 
I cf Civility 124 Able to judge and distinguish, of Stiles. 


DISTINGUISHED* 

f 9. intr. (for ref.) To become distinguished or 
differentiated. Obs. rare. 

1649 Jer. Taylor Gt. Exemp. 399 (L.) The little embryo 
..first distinguishes into a little knot, and that in time win 
be the heart, and then into a bigger bundle. 

Distinguishable (distrqgwijabT), a. [f. prec. 

+ -ABLE.] 

1. Capable of being distinguished, separated, or 
discriminated from others or from one another; 
of which the difference can be perceived or noted. 

1597 Hooker Eccl. Pol. v. Ii. § 1 They are by these their 
general! properties, .distinguishable from each other. 1671 

Milton P. R. in. 424 A race . . distinguishable scarce From 
Gentils, but by circumcision. 1739 Hume Hum. Nature 
vii. (1874) I. 326 Whatever objects are different are distin- 
guishable. 1859 Geo. Eliot A. Bede 29 Love of this sort is 
hardly distinguishable from religious feeling. 1894 F . Hall 
in Nation (N. Y.) LVIII. 427/2 Of the intransitive part, in 
its sense which is but slightly distinguishable from that of 
depart [etc.]. 

2. Capable of being divided or classified accord- 
ing to distinctive marks ; divisible. 

1638 Sir T. Browne Hydriot, i. (1736) 8 Two Pounds of 
Bones distinguishable in Skulls, Ribs, Jaws, Thigh-bones, 
and Teeth, a 1704 Locke (J.), A simple idea, .is not dis- 
tinguishable into different ideas. 1844 H. H. Wilson Brit. 
India I. 433 The various tenures . . [are] distinguishable into 
two principal classes. 2868 M. Pattison Academ. Org.y. 
122 The motive and design of college foundations is distin- 
guishable chronologically into three periods. 

3. Capable of being perceived by tbe senses or 
the mind; discernible, perceptible. 

x6xx Tourneur Ath . Trag. v. ii. Wks. 1878 I. 143 The 
very least Distinguishable syllable I speake. 1651 Biggs 
New Disp. P 301 Oftentimes but a gentle breath is felt, and 
sometimes scarce distinguishable. 2760 Swinton in Phil. 
Trans. LI I. 94 A very distinguishable Mock-Sun, opposite 
to the true one. 1850 Robertson Serin. Ser. in. i. (1872) 10 
Even in slander itself, perversion as it is, the interest of man 
in man is still distinguishable. i853_ KANE (.r/«w<?// Exp. 
xxxi. 271 The high land . . took , . a distinguishable outline. 

f4. Worthy of distinction ; eminent, remarkable, 
noteworthy. Obs. 

1720 Welton Suffer. Son of God I. Pref. 14 Distinguish- 
able for their Singular and Exemplary Piety. 1740 Mrs. 
M. Whiteway Let . Pope in Swiff s Wks. 1778 XV III. 229 
Extolling your genius .. or admiring your distinguishable 
virtue. 1762 tr. B use king's Syst. Geog. III. 172 The villa 
Hadriani is the most distinguishable and celebrated. 1824 
L. Murray Eng. Gram. (ed. 5) I. 70 That which is nearly 
connected with us.. becomes eminent or distinguishable in 
our eyes.. though, in itself . . of no particular importance, 
f 5. Serving to distinguish ; distinctive. Obs, rare. 
1665 Manley Grotius * Low C . Warres 297 Clear Day- 
light appearing, turned the Invention of their distinguish- 
able Mark against themselves ; for being thereby certainly 
known, they were as certainly slain. 

Hence Bisti-nguisbableuess, the quality or fact 
of being distinguishable. 

1730-6 Bailey (folio), Distinguishableness, capableness of 
being distinguished. 1893 Graphic 4 Feb. 167/1 The chief 
merit of all the new coins is their distinguishableness one 
from another. 

Disti'nguiskably, adv. [f. prec. + -ly 2 ,] 
In a distinguishable manner ; in such a way as to 
be discriminated or perceived; perceptibly; f emi- 
nently, remarkably 1 obs). 

2704 in Lond. Gaz. No. 4057/2 Blessings . . which make us 
distinguishably happy beyond any part of the World. 1705 
F. Hauksbee in Phil . Trans. XXV. 2x75 Parts of the 
Tubes.. were distinguishably Red. ax 794 Sir W. Jones 
in Asiatic Res. (1799) IV. 264 We have both species, .in this 
province ; but they melt, scarce distinguishably, into each 
other. 

Distinguished (distrqgwijt ), ppl a. [f. Dis- 
tinguish V. + -ED b] 

f 1, Separate, individually distinct. Obs. 

2609 Tourneur Fun. Poem Sir F. Vere 46 6 They want 
that competent required space For ev’ry power in a distin- 
guished place To work in order. 1652 Crashaw Delights 
Muses 88 She Carves out her dainty voice . . Into a thousand 
sweet distinguish’d tones. 27x5-20 Pope Iliad xu. 99 The 
forces part in five distinguish’d bands. 18x3 T. JBusby 
Lucretius • I. 210 Distinguished seed each separate kind 
supplies. 

f 2. Clearly perceived or perceptible ; clear, dis- 
tinct ; marked, pronounced. Obs. 

1700 Dryden Fables, Theodore <5* Hon. ro6 The noise .. 
approaching near With more distinguish’d notes invades his 
ear. 1703 Rowe Ulyss. 1. i. 343 Mark him from the rest with 
most distinguish’d Hatred. 1782 Miss Burney Cecilia in. 
vii, Mrs. Delvile received her with the most distinguished 
politeness. 

+ 3. Differentiated from others by character or 
quality; special, distinctive, characteristic. Obs. 

X736 Butler Anal. 11. vii. 376 The Jews appear to have 
been in fact the people of God in a distinguished sense. 
1794 Sullivan View Nat.il. 134 ' The various opinions .. 
have respectively had their distinguished, merits. 1813 T. 
Busby Lucretius I. Comment, vi, Amid this general praise 
. . . two expressions demand my distinguished notice. 

4. Possessing distinciion ; marked by conspicuous 
excellence or eminence; remarkable, eminent'; 
famous, renowned, celebrated ; of high standing 
(social, scientific, or other). (Formerly of ac- 
tions, occasions, reputation, etc. ; now almost 
always of persons. ) ; 

1714 Mandeville J 7 ^. Bees (1724) 178. This awing of the 
multitude by a distinguished manner of living. 1724 War- 
burton Tracts (1789) 20 He has now three Children . 

! on whom he has bestowed the most distinguished Educa- 
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DISTIN GUISSEDLY. 

tion. 177a Miss Wilkes Let. in Wilkes* Cbrr. (1805) IV. 
J03 My reception here was as distinguished as at Deal, and 
very handsome even at Portsmouth. 1800-24 Campbell 
Dream vi, Worth itself is but a charter To be mankind’s 
distinguish’d martyr. 1818 J as. Mill Brit. India II. iv. v. 
212 The making of a new Nabob, the most distinguished of 
all occasions for presents. 1849 Macaulay Hist. Eng. I. 
319 The modem country gentleman, .receives a liberal edu- 
cation, passes from a distinguished school to a distinguished 
college. 1894 Mrs. H. Ward Marcella II. 256 Four or five 
distinguished guests, including the Conservative Premier. 

b. Having an air of distinction-, stylish ; = Dis- 
tingo i. 

1748 Richardson Clarissa (x8ti) III. 357 Known by her 
clothes — her person, her features, so distinguished ! 1826 
Disraeli Vro. Grey m i. or Mr. Cleveland was tali and dis- 
tinguished. 1873 Mrs. M. King Disciples, Ugo Bassi vn. 
(1877)257 He was Though far from handsome, a distin- 
guished man . . an ornament Of d ra wing-rooms. 

Comb . 1852 James Agnes Sorrel (t86o) I. 225 He was a 
very . . distinguished-looking mam 
Bistinguislie&ly iclistnjgwijtli), adv. [f. 
prec. + -ly b] in a distinguished manner ; with 
distinction. 

fl. Distinctly, specially, expressly. Ols. 

x 63 o A usw. St illingjl set's Serm. 9 Whether the Diocesan 
Bishop be distinguishedly named. 1746 W. Horsley Fool 
No. 63 ? 1 Then is there not any [trade] wherein the 
Operators so distinguish edly disagree. _ 1803 in Spirit Pub. 
jfrnls. (1804) VII.155 His worth and his meritshaving been 
the more distinguishedly ascertained. 

2. In a distinguished manner ; with conspicuous 
or special excellence ; eminently. 

*3:7745 Swift 4 Last Years of Queen i. Wks. 1778 XII. 
26 I his address was^ presented . . and received an answer 
distinguishedly gracious. 1816 Keatinge Trav. (1817) 
II. 149 An intended voyage by some person distinguishedly 
fitted for the undertaking. 1855 DoraN Hanover Queens 
21 . iv. 76 There was no snip that bore herself. . more dis- 
tinguishedly in the fray. 

Distrngtrisher. [f. Distinguish v. + -eh 1 .] 
One who or that which distinguishes, in various 
senses : see the verb, 

1599 Porter Angry Worn. A bingd. in Hazl. Dodsley VII. 
367 Mine ear, sound’s true distinguish^. 1646 Sir T. 
Browne Pseud. Ep. vi. iv. 290 This distinguislier of times. . 
the Sun. 1763 Johnson in Boswell Lifex 9 July, A philosopher 
may know that it is merely a form of denial ; but few servants 
are such nice distinguishes. 1863 J. G. Murphy Comm. 
Gen. i, 18 The heavenly bodies become .. the distinguishers 
. . of day and night . . of seasons and years. 

BistrnguisMng, vbl. sb. [-israb] The 
action of the vb. Distinguish, in various senses. 

1587 Golding De Mornay xiv. 200 The vniting of all these 
powers together is with such distinctness, and the distin- 
guishing of them is with such vnion. 1650 FuIler Pisgah 
1. viii. 22 The distinguishing of this land into seven nations. 
2882 Jrnl. A nthropol. Inst. 369 Based on the distinguishing 
of differences. 

Distinguishing, ppl. a. [f. as prec, + -ing 2 . ] 
That distinguishes. 

1. Constituting a difference; serving to distinguish 
or mark off from others ; distinctive, characteristic ; 
sometimes in stronger sense, That renders (a per- 
son, etc.) distinguished or eminent. 

1686 J. Scott Ckr, Life (xy if) III. 238 Such as freely sub- 
mitted themselves to the distinguishing Laws- of that Com- 
munion, by which they were separated from* all other 
Nations. 172a Addison Sped. No. 279 f 4 Milton’s chief 
Talent, and indeed his distinguishing Excellence, lies in the 
Sublimity of his Thoughts. 1795 Nelson in Nicolas Disp. 
(1845) II. 64 The command rests with me ; and very probably 
1 shall be ordered to hoist a Distinguishing Pendant. 1893 
Bookman June 85/2 It is Mr. N.s distinguishing merit 
that be knows what he can do, and ,, does that efficiently. 

2. That perceives differen ces or makes distinctions 
between things ; discriminating. 

1697 Potter Antiq. Greece 111. iv. 11715) 48 There is scarce 
any Passage in . . ancient Poetry, which does not . . disgust 
their curious and distinguishing palates. 1742 Richardson 
Pamela III. 244 Encomiums given me by two Ladies 
of such distinguishing Judgment. 1846 Trench Mirac. 
xxix. (1862) 393 He loved with a distinguishing human affec- 
tion * Martha, and her sister, and Lazarus 

1 3. That confers distinction or special favour. 

1670 Devout Commun. (1688) 195 The distinguishing good- 
ness of the great and holy God .. in making me a reasonable 
creature, his servant, his son. 17x9 Da Foa .Crusoe (1840) 
I. vi. 105 The distinguishing goodness of the Hand which 
had preserved me. 

BistrnguisMngly, adv. [f. prec. + -ly 2 .] 
In a distinguishing manner; discriminatingly; in 
a way that serves to distinguish, by way of dis- 
tinction, distinctively; markedly, specially, emi- 
nently. 

a 1660 Hammond Wks. IV. 504 (R.), If we observe distin- 
guishingly. _ 1691 Beverley Thous. Years Kingd. Christ 4 
The. .Constitution of the Church of England, as it is distin- 
guishingly . . stiied. 17x3-4 Pope Let. to Addison 30 Jan., 
Some calling me a Tory, because the Heads of that 
Party have been distinguishingly favourable to me. X774 
tr. Helve tins* Child of Nature II. 202 A man in his person 
distinguishingly favoured by Nature. x8s6<Olmsted Slave 
States 28 [They] seemed to me to have lost all disringuisb- 
ingly African peculiarity of feature. 

Bistrngmshment. Now rare or Ohs. [f. 

Distinguish + -ment.] 

1. The action of distinguishing or fact of being 
distinguished; distinction; also concr. something 
serving to distinguish. (Common in* 1 7 th c.) 

,1586 A. Day Eng. Secretary 1. (1625)47 By distinguish- 
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ment of all their properties and parts. 1622 Shaks. Wuit. T . 
11. i. 86 Least Barbarisms.. Should a like language vse to 
all degrees, And mannerly distinguishment leaue out, Be- 
twixt the Prince and Begger. 1651 Biggs New Disp. ? 297 
{They] have no sexuall distinguishments. 2709 Brit. Apollo 
II. Supernum. No. 6. 2/2 That one grand distinguishment 
of Nature. 1855 Singleton Virgil IL 372 Ye progeny of 
Daueus, full alike.. past distinguishment By their own 
parents. Ibid. 529. > 

t 2 . Clear discernment, distinct perception. Cos. 
164a Sir E. Dering Sp. on Relig. 86 When you can bring 
the object of one sence to fall under the notion and dis- 
tinguishment of another sence ; so that the eye may as well 
see a Name or sound, as the eare can heare it. 

t Distrtle, v. Obs. rare. [f. Dis- 7 a + Title 
j< 5 .] trans. To deprive of title ; to disentitle. 

1599 B. Jonson Cynthia's Rev. iv. ii, That were the next 
way to dis-title myself of honour. 

Ii Drstouia, Drstomum. Zool. [mod.L., 
Gaertner 1775, f.Gr. frier op.os,-ov, double-mouthed, 
f. 5 - twice + crofjLa, pi. orSpura mouth. The form 
distoma has pi. disto'mata ; distomum , pi. distoma. 

The etymological form is Distomum repr. Gr. SiVto^oi/ ; 
Distoma as a neuter, with pi. Distomata is absurd, such a 
form as Ucnona, -6tJ.arr-, being impossible in Gr. But Dis- 
toma as a fem. of modern formation, would be admissible.} 
A genus of digenetic frematoda , parasitic worms 
or flukes, having two suckers (whence the name\ 
of which numerous species infest tire alimentary 
canal, liver, etc., of vertebrates, the best-known 
being the liver-fluke (J). hepaticum ) which causes 
rot in sheep. It is the typical genus of the family 
Distomidx . 

1851-60 Mayne Expos. Lex., Distoma., Zool name of a 
genus of the Entozoa Trematodea, in which there is a 
sucker at the anterior extremity of the mouth, and a cup 
a little posterior to it on the venter. 2871 T. R. Jones 
Anim. Kingd. (ed 4' 158 The now tailless animal assumes 
the appearance of a Distoma or fluke. 2876 tr. Wagner's 
Gen. Pathol. 220 The young . . in the distomata go through 
a complicated alternate generation connected with meta- 
morphosis. 1884 Public Opinion 12 Sep\ 331/1 Deatli caused 
by .. distoma. 1888 Rolleston & Jackson Anim. Life 643 
On the oral extremity of some species of Distomum. 

attrib. 2885 W. Roberts Urinary <$• Renal Dis. in. xiii. 
(ed. 4) 650 We, no longer doubt that the symptoms were 
produced by distoma-processes. 

Hence Distomian, a member of the family Dis- 
tomidx , or group Distomea. 

1876 Beneden's Anim. Parasites 45 Wonns which have 
less freedom, like the Distomians, are sometimes both mess- 
mates and parasites. 

Distomatous (disty’matss), a. [f. mod.L. 
distoma, -mat-, or its elements (sec prec.) + -OUS.] 
Having two mouths or suckers ; belonging to the 
genus Distoma of parasitic worms. 

1877 Huxley Anat._ Inv. Anim. iv. 204 The two lateral 
projections, characteristic of Distomatous Rediae, appear. 

t Bistcrmb, v. obs. rare. [Dis- 7 a.] trans. 
To take out of the tomb, to disentomb. 

2628 Gaule Pract. The. (2629) 423 His power and vertue . . 
doth distombe him. 

Bistome (drst^m). [a. F. distome , ad. mod. 
L. distoma ; see above.] An anglicized form of 
Dtstoma. 

2876 Beneden's Anim. Parasites 84 An Egyptian distome, 
which lives in Man. 2888 Rolleston & Jackson Anim. 
Life 648 Von Linstow met with in Gammams PuUx a 
Distome encysted, a single Distome in each cell, 
t Bistcrned, pa. pple. Obs. rare , [as if from 
a verb * dis tone : cf. obs. F. destonner * to change 
or alter a tune * (Cotgr.).] Rendered out of tone 
or tune ; inharmonious. 

■ c 1400 Rom. Rose 4248 Discordaunt ever fro armonye And 
distoned from melodie. 

Distoor, var. form of Destour. 

Bistom (distp-jn), pa. pple. rare . [f. Dis- 1 

+ torn, pa. pple. of Tear v.] Tom off, severed 
by tearing. 

1859 Masson Brit. Novelists iv. 277 parrying in it some 
obscure ideas . . of the infinity whence it feels itself distorn. 
f I)isto*rque, v. Obs. rare ~ [ad. L. distor- 
que~re : see Distort.] 

2623 Cockeram, Distorqued \ wrested. 

t Bisto’r^uemeait. Obs. rare. [f. as prec. 
+ -ment,] Writhing, contortion. 

2627-47 Feltham Resolves 1. lxi. 288 Like the distorque- 
ments of a departed Conscience, 
t BistO'rt, ppl. a. Obs . [ad. L. distort-us, pa. 
pple. of disiorquere : see next.] Distorted (of 
which it may have been viewed as a shortened 
form) ; wry, awry. 

4588 J. Read Compend. Method 66 Of the curing of a 
distort foote of a chilae. 2596 Spenser F. Q. v. xii. 36 Her 
face was ugly, and her mouth distort. 2605 A. Warren Sel- 
fishness World in Farr S. P. fas.I( 1848) 82 Thus I . . Home- 
ward convert a distort countenance. 2642 H. More Song 
of Soul 1. in. lxx. With monki’s mouth distort. 

Bistort (distort), V. [f. L. distort - ppl. stem 
of distorquere to twist different ways, distort, f. 
Dis- i + torquere to twist : cf. Extort.] 

1 1 . trans. To twist, wrench, or turn to one side, 
or out of the straight position. Obs 
<12631 Donne Litany (R.), What distorted thee, And 
interrupted evenness with fits. __ 2646 Sir T. Browne Pseud, 
Ep. m. xx. 156 If you dip a pen in Aqua fortis. .and present it 
towards these points, they will . . decline the acrimony thereof, 


retyring or distorting them to avoid it. c 2720 Gay Birth of 
Squire 72 Headlong he falls, and on the rugged stone 
Distorts his neck. 

2 . To put out of shape or position by twisting or 
drawing awry ; to change to an unnatural shape ; 
to render crooked, unshapely, or deformed, 

2634 [see Distorted]. 2752 Johnson Rambler No. 273 ? 2 
Any action or posture, long continued, will distort . . the 
limbs. 1836 Marryat Japhet Ixxiv, His features were dis- 
torted with extreme pain. 2860 Tyndall Glac. 1. i. 5 The 
fossils contained in slate-rocks are distorted in shape. 

b. To alter the shape of any figure without de- 
stroying continuity, as by altering its angles; to 
represent by an image in which the angles or pro- 
portions of parts are altered, as by a convex 
mirror. 

2822-6 J. Smith Panorama Sc. p Art I. 429 A large 
object, seen through a lens which is very convex, appears 
more or less distorted. 2822 S h e lley Prometh. Unb. iv. 383 
A many sided mirror, Which could distort to many a shape 
of error. Mod. A mirror which distorts the features. 

3 .Jig. To give a twist or erroneous turn to (the 
mind, thoughts, views) ; to pervert or misrepresent 
(statements, facts). 

c 2586 C’tess Pembroke Ps. cvh. xv, You whose conceites 
distorted be, Stand mute amazed at the sight. 2665 GLAN- 
vill Scepsis Set. xix. 218 Words, .distorted from their com- 
mon use, aud known significations. 1736 Butler Anal. 1. v. 
Wks. 2874 I. 108 Both self love and particular affections .. 
distort and rend the mind. 1828 DTsraeu Chas . 1,1. Pref. 5 
To establish a pre-conceived theory .. the historian some- 
times distorted facts. 2837 Whewell Hist. Induct . Sc. 
I. 58 The caprices of imagination distort our impressions, 
f 4 . intr. (for refl.) To become twisted or out of 
shape. Obs. rare. 

1680 Otway C. Marius v. ii, Old Ancharius. .was so violent 
..That his beard bristled, and his face distorted. 

Hence Distorting vbl. sb. and ppl. a. 

2620 Bp. Carleton jfurisd. 302 Which distorting of Scvip- 
tures is expresly censured by the said learned men. 2819 
Shelley Cenci iv. i. 247 As From a distorting mirror. 2874 
L. Stephen Honrs in Library (1892) II. 1. 5 Imperfect 
images refracted through, .distorting media. 
Bisto*rted, ppl. a. [f. prec. vb. + -ED b] 

1 . Twisted out of shape ; drawn awry ; made 
crooked ; represented with parts out of proportion, 
like the shadows falling obliquely on a surface. 

2634 Habington Castara (Arb.) 130 He who’s lifted up by 
vice Hath a neighb’ring precipice Dazeling bis distorted eye. 
27x5*20 Pope Iliad xvin. 480 Wide with distorted legs 
oblique he goes. 2836 H. Coleridge North. Worthies 
Introd. Ess. (1852) 26 To . . represent the opinions. . not in the 
distorted perspective of their adversaries. 2838 Dickens 
Nick. Nick, ii, He had fixed his eyes upon a distorted fir- 
tree. 

2 . Jig. Turned awry; twisted, wrested. 

2642 Milton Ch. Govt. Pref. (2851) 96 The grosse dis- 
torted apprehension of decay’d mankinde. 2664 H. More 
Myst. Iniq. 448 You see how distorted .. his Exposition 
is to the Text. 2818 Cruise Digest (ed. 2) III. 412 The 
fifth depends upon a distorted authority, and violent as- 
sumption. 

Hence Disto*rtedly adv. ; Disto*rtedness. 

2684 H. More Answer 407 There is not the least Incon- 
gruity or distortedness in Mr. Mede’s way. <22688 Cudworth 
Immut . Mor. iv. iv. (R.) To what purpose should they so 
violently and distortedly pervert the natural order? 2832 
Black zo. Mag. XXIX. 1004 A glass that, .would shew 
objects distortedly as well as dimly. 2885 L. Olifhant 
Sympneumata x. 252 The sad distortedness that she 
inherited in entering this world. 

Distorter (distputai) . [f. Distort v. + -er h] 
One who or that which distorts. 

2847 in Craig. 2852-60 Mayne Expos. Lex., Distorter, 
a twister, or distorter. Mod. Bigotry is a distorter of the 
mental vision. 

Distortion (dist^ijbn). [ad. L. distortion-em , 
n. of action f. distorquere to Distort. Cf. F. dis- 
torsion (Pare, 2 6th c. ) . ] 

1 . The action of distorting, or condition of being 
distorted, or twisted awry or out of shape ; spec, a 
condition of the body or any limb, in which it is 
twisted out of the natural shape. 

2582 Mulcaster Positions xx i. (2887) 90 The distortion or 
writhing of the mouth. 2622 W ither Mistr. Philar. Wks. 
(2633) 622 Her dainty mouth [is] composed So as there is no 
distortion Misbeseemes that sweet proportion. 2764 Reid 
Inquiry vi. § 2c. 152 They had never observed distortions 
of this kind in the eyes of children. 2804 Abernethy Surg. 
Obs. 202, I could not. .perceive any distortion of the face to 
the opposite side. 2834 Medwin Angler in Wales II. 211 
That . . distortion generally known by the appellation of 
club-foot. 1887 G. H. Darwin in Fortn. Rev. Feb. 266 
Earthquake waves consist . . of waves or vibrations of com- 
pression, and of distortion. 

b. Math, and Optics. Any change of shape not 
involving breach of continuity, as the distortion of 
a circle into an oval, or that of a rectangle into a 
rhombus or rhomboid by alteration of the angles, 
lengthening or curving of certain lines, etc. 

2879 Cassells Techn. Educ. IV. 333^1 Refractive aberra- 
tion, or in other words ‘ distortion is common to many 
lenses, producing images wherein straight lines are repre- 
sented as bulged inwards or outwards. 2885 Osborne 
Reynolds in Proc. Brit. Assoc. 898 The susceptibility^ of 
such a medium for a state in which the two sets of grains 
are in conditions of opposite distortions, 

e. concr. A distorted form or image. 

1820 Shelley Witch of Atlas lxii. 3 But other troubled 
forms of sleep she saw . . Distortions foul of supernatural awe. 


DISTOBTIOSTAL. 

x8$z Nichol Archit, Heav. 59 Instead of an image of the 
object, will yield only a distortion. 1867 A. Barry Sir C . 
Barry vii. 244 Some remains of the objectionable distortion 
at the entrance from S. Stephen’s Hall^ 

2 . A temporary twist awry, a twisting or writhing 
movement ; a contortion. 

1718 Prior Power 65 By his distortions he reveals his pains. 
175a Johnson Rambler No. 188 P 4 What the Latins call, 
the Sardinian Laughter, a distortion of the face without 
gladness of heart. 

3. fig. The twisting or perversion of words so as 
to give to them a different sense ; perversion of 
opinions, facts, history, so as to misapply them. 

1650 R. Hollingworth Exerc. Usurped Powers 5 1 Having 
vindicated this passage, .from this authors distortion. 1745 
Wesley Ausw. Ch. 37 What a frightful Distortion of my 
Words is this? 1849 Macaulay. Hist. Eng, II. 3x7 To 
bring together . . by fraudulent distortions of law, an as- 
sembly which might call itself a parliament. 1874 L. 
Stephen Hours in Library '.(1892) I. vii. 246 He will be 
amused at the distortion of history. 

Hence 2 >isto*rtional a., of or pertaining to dis- 
tortion ; BistoTtionist, one who practises or 
professes distortion : a. a caricaturist ; b. one who 
professionally distorts his body. 

1864 Sal. Rev. 5 Nov. 563 Bunbury ..was a mere cari- 
caturist, or distortionist. 1885 .Osborne Reynolds in Proc. 
Brit . Assoc. 898 The transmission of distortional waves be- 
comes possible if the medium be composed of small grains 
with large grains interspersed. i 836 Pall Mall G. 6 Aug. 
13/2 They play the role of distortionists . . Their object is to 
draw money from the public by their piteous and excruciat- 
ing positions. 

Disto*rtive, a. [f. L. distort - ppl. stem 4- 
-ive : cf. L. toriw-us.\ Having the quality of 
distorting; producing or tending to distortion. 

*823 Scoresby Whale Fishery 166 The ships in the north- 
west . . were . . subject to a distortive influence ; these ap- 
peared . . elevated by refraction, like oblong black streaks, 
lengthened out. Ibid. 168 In its distortive effect. 

|| Disto*rtor. Anat. [med.L. distortor a dis- 
torter (Du Cange).] (In full distortor oris), a name 
for the Zygomaticus minor muscle of the mouth, 
which distorts the face in laughter, etc. 

2732 Bailey vol. II., Distortor, a muscle of the mouth, 
the same as Zygomaticus. [In mod. Diets.] 

t Disto*rture« Obs. [f. Distort v. + -ube ; 
after torture .] = Distorting, Distortion. 

1613 Jackson Creed 11. xxiii. § 3. 398 The infernal [v.r. in- 
ternal] distorture of their, proud affections. 1709 Ausw. 
SacheverelHsSerm.it A Distorture of Words to a new Sense. 
DistourbXe, var. Disturble v. Obs . 
Bistraxt, ppl. a. arch. [ad. L. disiract-ttSj 
pa. pple. of distrahere to draw in different direc- 
tions, pull asunder, f. Dis- r + trailer e to draw, 
drag. See also the earlier Dtstrait from Fr.] 

+ 1. Torn or drawn asunder, divided, separated ; 
scattered ; torn to pieces. (In quot. 1398 as pa. 
pple.) Obs. 

1398 Trevisa Barth. DeP. R. ix. xxv. (1495) 362 That 
the vertues that ben dystracte, sparplyd and made feble by 
daye wakyng maye be joynyd ana rested by benefype of 
nyghte. c 1400 Destr. Troy 3219 Distracte were }>ai stithly, 
& stonyt. by dene. 1597. Shaks. Lover's Compl. 231 To 
your audit comes Their distract parcels in combined sums. 

f 2. Drawn away, diverted ; having the attention 
diverted. Obs. 

*435 Misyn Fire of Loz'e 73 pat with no cry or noys or 
any odyr J>inge fro prayer jj>ai] may be distracte. 1514 
Barclay Cyt. <$* Uplondyshm. (Percy) p. xlv, The hungry 
sewers.. At euery morsell hath eye unto thyhande So much 
on thy morsell distract is their minde. 2553 Bp. Watson in 
Crowley Soph. Dr. Watson ii. (1569) 151 The priest.. may 
haue his thoughtes distract to some other thing. 

3. Perplexed or confused in mind by having the 
thoughts drawn in different directions, arch. 

az 340 Hampole Psalter xxiv. 17, I am noght distracte 
in many thoghtes. 1433-50 tr. Higden (Rolls) I. 421 He., 
see in the aiere a meruellous thynge thro the whiche si^hte 
he began to be .distracte. 1581 Mulcaster Positions v. 
(1887) 31 Being distracte with diuersitie of thoughtes. 1671 
Milton Samson 1556, I recover breath, And sense distract, 
to know well what I utter. 2854 Syd. Dobell Balder 
xxiii. 06 She flung her garlands down, and caught, distract, 
The skirts of passing tempests. 

4. Deranged in mind ; crazy, mad, insane, arch. 

2481 Will o/Taylour (Somerset Ho.), For seke & distracte 

people.. 1578 Lyte Dodoens hi. xciii. 448 To raue, and 
waxe distracte or furious. 1601 Shaks. Jut. C. iv. iii. 155 
With this she fell distract, And (her Attendants absent) 
Swallow’d fire. 1663 Butler Hud. 1. i. 212 More peevish, 
cross, and splenetlck Than Dog distract. 1779 Sheridan 
Critic iii. i, My daughter. . has gone Distract l 

fib. as pa.ppit. Driven mad, distracted. Obs. 
2547 J. Harrison Exhort. Scottes 227 What madnes or 
deuill. .hath so. .distracte oure myndes? 

fc. phr. Distract of one's wits , etc. ; cf. Dis- 
tract v . 6 b. Obs. 

1470-85 Malory Arthur xn. iv, He shold be distracte 
out of his witte. 2576 Newton Lemnie’s Complex. (1633) 
242 They that be distract of their right wits. 1578 Lyte 
Dodoens ui. xxvi. 352 Melampus .. cured with this herbe 
. . the daughters of Proetus, which were distract of their 
memories. 2601 F. Godwin Bps. of Eng. 275 Rauing and 
taking on like a man distract of his wits. 

Distract (distrse-kt), v. [f. L. distract - ppl. 
stem of distrahere : see prec. As in many other 
verbs, the pa. pple. distract , repr. L. distractus , 
was in use before the finite vb., and with its ex- 
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panded form distracted \ prob. served to introduce 
the verb into use.] 

fl. trans. To draw in different directions; to 
draw asunder or apart *, to draw away ; to separate, 
divide (lit. and fig.). Obs. 

1600 E. Blount tr. Conestaggio 20 The which he secretly 
feared, and his ministers greatly hoped for, so were their 
mindes distracted. 1609 Bp. Hall Recoil. Treat. (1614) 
646 His Godhead was never distracted eyther from soule or 
bodie. 2622 G. Sandys Ovid's Met. vi. (2626) 1 17 [Marsyas 
to Apollo] Why doe yon (oh l) me from my selie distract? 
1650 Bulwer Anthropomet. 164 Whereby the Scapula is 
distracted and abscedes. . 2651 Hobbes Leviath. 11. xvii. 86 
Being distracted in opinions. 

fb. To carry away to other parts ; to disperse. 
16. . R. Ashley Comparison, fyc., I found the treatise to bee 
so well liked, that the former copies were for the most part 
alreadie distracted. 1617 Moryson I tin. iii. il iii. 88 At Torg, 
where the best beere is brewed, and from thence distracted 
to other Cities. 1618 Hales Gold. Rem. (1688) 402 Foreign 
Books brought out of other Countries should not be dis- 
tracted here without peculiar leave, a 1661 Fuller Worthies 
(1840) II. 415 The wits of the university were distracted 
into several counties, by reason of the plague therein. 

2. To rend into parts or sections ; to divide ; 
usually implying disorder or disintegration. Now 
rare or Obs. 

1585 Abp. Sandys Serin. (1841) 380 A kingdom . . divided 
and distracted into factions. 2623 Bingham Xenophon 108 
The army of the Grecians [was] distracted into parcells. 
2655 Stanley Hist. Philos, hi. (1701). 124/2 Philosophers 
who did not distract the Doctrine of their Master into Sects. 
1698 Fryer Acc. E. India P. 350 The Power was dis- 
tracted among the Captains of the Conqueror. [1888 Pall 
Mall G. 6 Oct. 6 The subject bad to be distracted between 
two discussions.] 

t b. Jig. To * pull to pieces undo, spoil. Obs. 
2413 Pilgr. S ovule (Caxton) n. xlvi. (1859) 5 2 Yet is my 
ioye in so moche dystracted that thou are not ther. 1695 
Ld. Preston Booth, m. 143 By dissevering and segregating 
tire Parts, that Oneness is distracted. 

3. To draw or turn away from actual position, 
destination, or purpose; to turn aside/or in an- 
other direction; to divert. (Now only in *to dis- 
tract the attention , the mind, or the like.) 

c 1380 Wyclif Set. Whs. Ill, 84 We schulden be war to 
kepe hem soundeli, for bodeli )>mgis distractij> men to kepe 
hem ri^t. 1435 Misyn Fire of Love 65 On ee j>ai haue of 
waytynge, A-nodyr of trw sorow, qwhos lufe distractis j?e 
wytt, peruertis & ouerturnes resone. 2613 W. Shute tr. 
Fougasse's Venice ii. 12 They might easily .. distract him 
from the alliance with the French King. 1643 Prynne 
Sov. Power Pari. App. 166 The Emperour . . swears. That 
he will alianate, distract, or morgage nothing of those 
things which appertain to the Empire. 1646 Sir T. Browne 
Pseud. Ep. 11, ii. 62 The needle.. being distracted, driveth 
that way where the greater & powerfuller part of the earth 
is placed. 1744 Akenside Pleas. I mag. 11. 52 Vice, distract- 
ing their delicious gifts To aims abhorr'd. 1O74 Carpenter 
Ment. Phys. 1. v. (1879) 214 [This] distracts the mind from 
the sense of danger. 2878 R. W. Dale Led. Preach . ii. 35 
To drive away all thoughts that would distract their atten- 
tion. 

4. To draw in different directions ; to divide 
attention, inclination, etc. ( between different ob- 
jects) ; to perplex or confuse by divergent aims 
or interests ; to cause dissension or disorder in. 
(In mod. use often associated with senses 5 , 6 .) 

1597-8 Bacon Ess., Follcnvers <$• Friends (Arb.) 38 To be 
gouerned by one is not good, and to be distracted with 
many is worse; but to take aduise of friends is euer 
honorable. 2638 Sir T. Herbert Trav. (ed. 2) 216 Hee 
that sits above . . distracted their designe. 1650 Fuller 
Pisgah 11. 65 How is his tongue distracted between the 
Spirit of God and the spirit of gold. 175a Johnson Ram- 
bler No. 196 P 4 He stands distracted by different forms 
of delight. 1849 Macaulay Hist . Eng. I. 542 The dissen- 
sions by which the little band of outlaws was distracted. 
1855 Ibid. IV. 555 He was distracted between the fear of 
losing his ears and the fear of injuring his patron. 1874 
Green Short ■ Hist. vii. § 8. 432 One of the endless civil 
wars which distracted the island. 

5. To throw into a state of mind in which one 
knows not how to act; to perplex or bewilder 
greatly, (Often coloured by sense 6 , which is, 
however, no longer used literally.) 

1583 Stanyhurst Alneis ii. (Arb.) 53 Thus then I dis- 
tracted, with al hastning, ran to mye weapons. 1605 
Shaks. Mach. 11. iii. 109 They star’d, and were distracted. 
2667 Milton P. L. iv. 18 Horror and doubt distract His 
troubl'd thoughts. 2771 Mrs. Griffith tr. Viand's Ship- 
wreck 298, I was so distracted with joy. 1856 Dickens 
Lett. (1880) I. 434 , 1 am at present distracted with doubts. 

f 6 . To derange the mind or intellect of; to 
render insane, drive mad. Obs. in lit. sense : cf. 5 . 

1597 Shaks. 2 Hen. IV, 11. i. 116 This is a poore mad 
soule . . pouerty hath distracted her. 1653 Dorothy Osborne 
Lett, to Sir W. Temple xvii. (1888) 97 Sure, the poor woman 
is a little distracted, she could never be so ridiculous else. 
1777 Sheridan Trip Scctrb. 1. i, Stay — thou'it distract me. 
1791 Cowper Iliad xxii. 66 Commis’rate also thy unhappy 
Sire Ere yet distracted. 

fb. phr. To distract of one’s wit, etc. Obs. 

2603 T. Fitzherbert Apol. 27 a, He dyed distracted of 

his sences. 163a Lithgow Trav. vm. 355 Seeing them all 
madde and distracted of their wits with sorrow. 1633 Bp. 
Hall Hard Texts 88 The view and sense of those judg- 
ments. .Shall utterly distract thee of thy wits. 

fc. intr. To become distracted, go mad. 
Obs . rare. 

2768 Ross Helenore 15 (Jam.) Like to distract, she. .Cry’d 
Lindy, Lindy, waes me, are ye dead 2 


DISTBACTIIiE, 

%7. a® Detract ; cf. Distracter, Distrac- 
tion 7. 

f Bistra*ct s sb. Ohs. rare. [f. prec. vb.] A 
distraction. 

2624 Quarles Div. Poems, fob xv. id, The man, whose 
soule is undistain’d with 111 , Stands onely free from the 
distracts of Care, 2632 — Div. Fancies 1. vi. (1660) 4 
False hopes, true fears, vain joyes, and fierce distracts. 

Distracted (distrse'kted), ///.«. [f. Distract 

V. +ED'L] 

+ 1 . Drawn apart, rent asunder; divided. Obs. 

2598 Florio, Distraite, withdrawne, distracted, led away. 
2600 J. Pory tr. Leo's Africa i. 2 Europe is of a more dis- 
tracted and mapifolde shape. 260s Shaks. Alls Well v. 
iii. 35 To the brightest beames Distracted clouds giue way. 

Gouge God's Arrows iii. § 95. 365 Henry 7 . . married 
Elizabeth the heire of the house of Yorke, and therby 
united those two distracted houses. 2642 Fuller Holy <$* 
Prof. St. v. xy. 418 By putting together distracted sylla- 
bles, and by piecing, of broken sentences. 

2. Driven hither and thither ; agitated, disturbed, 

* troubled’. Obs , exc. as fig. from senses 3 - 5 . 

2632 Lithgow Trav. x. 505 There is a certaine place of 
sea, where these. destracted tydes make their rancountering 
Randevouze. 2725 Phil. Trans ; XXXIII. 427 Hard Gales 
of southerly Winds, attended with violent Squalls of Rain, 
and a distracted Sea. a 2845 Hood Forge 1. vi, Badly, 
madly, the vapours, fly Over the dark distracted sky. 

3. Mentally drawn to different objects ; perplexed 
or confused by conflicting interests ; torn or dis- 
ordered by dissension or the like. 

a 1633 Austin Medit. J1635) 87 Having (according to my 
weake facultie, and distracted Studies) set dowue what 
I thought most, .observable. 2799 F. Hervey Nav. Hist. II. 
140 To settle the distracted affairs of that kingdom, Crom- 
well was appointed lord-lieutenant. 2821 Lamb Elia Ser. 1. 
Grace bef. Meat , Savoury soup and messes . . moistening 
the lips of the guests with desire and a distracted choice. 

4. Much confused or troubled in mind ; having, 
or showing, great mental disturbance or per- 
plexity. 

1602 Shaks. Ham. 1, v. 97 Remember thee? I . . while 
memory holds a seate In this distracted Globe. 1607 
Timon in. iv. 115 You onely speake from your distracted 
soule. 1667 Dryden Ind. Emperor n. ii, Where shall 
a Maid’s distracted Heart find Rest? 2822 New Edin. 
Rev. No. 3. 209 He bent over her, chiefly to hide her dis- 
tracted countenance. 1857 Buckle Czviliz. I. vi. 304 The 
minds of men were too distracted for so deliberate a plan. 

5. Deranged in mind ; out of one’s wits ; 
crazed, mad, insane. Now rare in literal senses, 
exc. in such expressions as * like one distracted \ 

2590 Shaks. Com. Err. v. i. 39 To fetch my poore dis- 
tracted husband hence. 1657 Howell Londinop. 65 It 
[Bethlem] was.an Hospital for distracted people. 2719 De 
Foe Crusoe (1840)11. v. 207 They ran about, .like distracted 
men. 1728 Newton Chronot. Amended i. 142 Athamas.. 
went distracted and slew his son. 1740 Gray Let. Poems 
(1775) 95 The latter died distracted. 2772 Sheridan in 
Sheridaniana (r8&6) 38, I was in short almost distracted. 

Distractedly, adv. [f. prec. + -ly *.] In 
a distracted manner ; + disjointedly (obs.) ; with 
mental distraction, madly, like one distracted. 

1597 Shaks. Lover's Compl. 28 To euery place at once 
and no where fixt, The mind and sight distractedly commixt. 
1601 — Twel. JSI. 11. ii. 22 She did speake in starts dis- 
tractedly. 1608 T. Morton Prcarn. Encounter 105 The 
whole being .. distractedly quoted. 2715 Jane Barker 
Exilius II. 39 Seeing him fall by her Hand, she cry’d out 
most distractedly. 2749 Fielding Tom f ones x iv* iv. You 
have made her daughter distractedly in love with you. 2837 
Carlyle Fr. Rev , I. m. vi. (1872) 81 Monseigneur .. does 
nothing but walk distractedly, .cursing his stars. 1870 
Disraeli Lothuir iv. 10 He was so distractedly fond of 
Lady Montairy, 

Distractedness. [f. as prec. + -ness.] The 
condition of being distracted. 

1580 Sidney Arcadia (1622) 327 A martiall noyse (raysed 
by the violence of Inuaders, and distracted n esse of others). 
a 1691 Boyle Life W'ks. I. 41 (R.) The present distracted- 
ness of my mind. 

Distracter. [f. Distract v. + -er 1 .] One 
who or that which distracts. In quot. : Something 
that detracts (from): cf. Distract v. 7 . 

1653 H. More Confect. Cahbal. Pref. (1662) 3 Such In- 
spiration. .is no distracter from, but an accomplisher and 
an enlarger of the humane faculties. 

t Distractful, a. Obs. [f. Distract sb. or 
v. -f- -FUL.j Full of or fraught with distraction. 
Hence + Distra*ctfalness, 

2636 H eywood Loves Mazstresse nr. Wks. 1874 V. 130 
Thanke thy sisters, they apparrel I’d thee In that distractfull 
shape. *21640 J. Ball Power Godlines (1657) *33 When 
they want comfort they fall Into heavy dumps, and dis- 
tractfulness. 2746 Morell Judas Mace. 1. 6 Distractful 
Doubt and Desperation, III become the chosen Nation. 

Xdstractible, a. [f. as next + -ibjqe.] 

Capable of being distracted. 

1730 -6 Bailey (folio), Distractible fin Surgery) capable of 
being drawn aside. Hence 1775 in Ash. ; and in mod. 
Diets. " 

+ Distractile, Ct. Obs. [f. L. distract ppl. 
stem of distrahere to pull asunder + -ile ; cf. mod, 
F. distractile in Bot. (Littre).] 

Capable of being drawn asunder or stretched, ex- 
tensible ; of or relating to stretching. (Cf. con- 
tractile.) In Bot. applied by Richard to anthers 
in which the cells are separated by a very long and 
narrow connective. 
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1709 F. Haursber Mech . Exp. v. (ed. 2) 117 These 

dlstractlle Tubes will be.. compress’d by that incumbent 
\y eight. 1726 Monro Anat. Nerves (1741) ,36 Muscular 
Fibres are aistractile, or capable of being stretched. 1747 
Langrish Muscular Motion i. §31 in Phil, Trans. XLIV., 
This distractile Power must.. be the Occasion of some 
Degree of Tension in them. 1835 Lindley Introd. Bot. 
(1848)!. 343 In Sal via., the connective has been called by 
Richard aistractile. 

Bistra'cting, vhl. sb . [f. Distract v. + 

-ing *.] The action of Distract v. ; distraction. 

4x440 Hylton Sea la. Per/. (W. de W. 1494) 1. xliii. To 
holde hym wythout forgetyng, distractyng or lettyng of ony 
creature. 1660 Milton Free Comtmu. 452 To the retarding 
and distracting oft times of thir Counsels. 

Distra cting, ppl. a. [f. as prec. + -ing 2 .] 
That distracts ; bewildering, maddening. 

1632 Lithgow Trait, ix. 402, I grew affrighted, .for. .the 
distracting noyse drew aye nearer and nearer us. 1749 
Fielding Tom /ones xv. iii, His mind was tost in all the 
distracting anxiety so nobly described by Shakespeare 
[ Jul. C. n. i. 63-69], 1799 tr. Diderot's Nat. Son II. 103 
No one., can conceive the heart-distracting misery I 
Suffered, 182a J. W. Croker in C. Papers (1884) 12 Aug., 
I will . . tell you this lamentable, this distracting story. 

. Hence Bistra’ctingly adv. 

184a Dickens Amer. Notes ( 1850) €7/2 A handsome city, 
but distractingly regular. 1859 Geo. Eliot A . Bede 180 
Hetty, .had the same distractingly pretty looks, .for every- 
body. *879 Miss Braddon Vixen III. 221 The ringing of 
imaginary wedding bells sounded distractingly in her ears. 

Distraction (distrce-kjsn). [ad. L, disiraciidn- 
em> n. of action f. di sir ah ere to pull asunder, Dis- 
tract; cf. F. distraction (1335 in Godef.).] 
f 1 . A drawing or being drawn asunder ; pulling 
asunder ; forcible disruption, division, or severance. 
.1581 Mulcaster Positions xli. (1887) 248 The distraction 
of temporal!, ciuill and Canon law being in many pointes 
very offensiue to our countrey. 1597 Hooker EccL Pol. 
v. liii. §2 His two natures., are., as vncapable of confusion 
as of distraction. 1647 Lilly Chr. As trot. clvi. 648 <$ 
in the seventh inferall Signes, argues death by Distraction, 
©r by Ruine, or fall of Timber or Houses. 1837-8 Sir W. 
Hamilton Logic xxv , (1866) II. 23 The parts which, by the 
distraction of the whole, come into view, are called the 
divisive members, 

f b. A severed or divided form, drawn apart 
from others. Oh. 

1 606 Shaks. Ant. <5* Cl. lu. vli. 77 While he was yet in 
Rome, His power went out in such distractions, As beguilde 
all Spies. 

t c. Dispersion, scattering. Oh. 

16x8 Hales Gold. Rem . (1688I 402 By reason of that great 
distraction of their Books and Papers. 

f d.' Violent stretching or extension. Ohs. 
c 1720 W. Gibson Parried s Guide it. xix. (1738) 65 A Dis- 
traction, or Rupture of the Vessels. 1737 Bracken Farriery 
Jmpr. (1756) 1. 68 The Fibres . .are in a State of Distraction, 
that is, they are drawn out into a greater length. 

e. Grk. Gram . The resolution of a long vowel 
into two vowels, identical or differing only in 
quantity, as in opocn for opai, tepaaros for fc paros. 

1891 Monro Homeric Gram. (ed. 2) 51 These forms [6po«, 
optics etc.] were regarded by the older grammarians as the 
result of a process called * distraction 1 , (the exact reverse of 
contraction), by which a long vowel, a or <0, could be 
separated into two distinct vowels (a«, ow, &c.). 

2. The drawing away (of the mind or thoughts) 
from one point or course to another ; diversion of 
the mind or attention. Usually in adverse sense ; 
less commonly = diversion; relaxation (as in Fr.). 

1450-1530 Myrr. oar Ladye 10 The harte owght to be 
kepte in tyme of these holy bowres from dystraccyon, and 
from thynkynge on other thynges. 1526 Pilgr, Per/. (W. 
de W. 1531) 159 b, Harde it is to say one Pater noster 
without distraccyon of y> mynde. x6ix Bible i Cor. vii. 35 
That you may attend vpon the Lord without distraction. 
1699 Burnet 30 Art. xii. (1700) 129 The distraction of their 
Thoughts in Devotion. 1749 Chestf.mp % Lett. (1792) II. 
cxciv. 224, I know no one thing more offensive to a company, 
than that inattention (and distraction. 1853 C. Bronte 
Fillet te xxi, Considering sewing a source of distraction 
from the attention due to himself. 1853 Mrs. Jameson in 
G. Macpherson Memoirs (1878) 278 While attending on my 
mother, the compilation, printing, and illustrating furnish 
me with what the French call a distraction. 

b. An instance or occasion of this. e. Something 
that distracts (or diverts) the mind or attention. 

1614 Bi*. Hall Recoil. Treat. 158 A third, standing with 
the eyes - . shut for feare of distractions. 1655 Stanley Hist. 
Philos. 1. (1701) 30/2 If he had not been constrained by 
seditious and other distractions to lay aside that study. 
x349 Robertson Serm. Ser. 1. ii. 25 The cares of this world 
— its petty trifling distractions. 1859 Wraxall tr. R. 
Jloudin x. 136 Conjuring.. was a mere distraction by which 
he amused his friends. 

8. The fact or condition of being drawn or pulled 
(physically or mentally) in different directions by 
conflicting forces or emotions. 

1598 Shaks. Merry W. m. v. 87 In her inuention, and 
Fords wiues distraction, they conuey’d me into a bucke- 
basket. 1633 T. J ames Voy. 29 The ship did labour most 
terribly in this distraction, of winde and waues. 1828 
D’Israeli Ckas. /, I. Pref. 4 Instead of the distraction of 
multifarious events.^. the philosopher discovered the insepar- 
able connection of circumstances. 

b. Disorder or confusion of affairs, caused by in- 
ternal conflict or dissension ; the condition of a 
community tom by dissension or conflict of parties. 

1642 Chas, I in Clarendon Hist. Reb. v. §386 To settle 
the Peace of the Kingdom, and compose the present Dis- 
tractions. 1709 Steele in Lett. Lit. Men (.Camden) 344 


My little affairs- are in such distraction till X can comedo 
an hearing in Chancery. 1780 Burke Sp. at Bristol 0 
Sept, Wks. III. 431 Your city, gentlemen, is in a state 01 
miserable distraction. 1849 Macaulay Hist. Eng. L 134 
The distractions of Ireland, he said, arose, .from the differ- 
ences between the Irish and the English. 2875 Jowett 
Plato (ed. 2) III. 223 That body is., .rendered incapable of 
united action by reason of sedition and distraction. . ^ _ 

4. Violent perturbation or disturbance of mind 
or feelings, approaching to temporary madness. 
To distraction : to a degree which exemplifies or 
amounts to this ; distractedly. 

1606 .Shaks, Ant. <$■ Cl. iv. i. 9 Giue him no breath, but 
now Make boote of his distraction.. 2657 Burton's Diary 
(1828) , 11 . 24 Pardon me if I speak confusedly, any man will 
justify miy distraction in this.. 1724 R. Falconer Voy.n. 
(1769) 30 There was a sad Distraction amongst us m the 
Ship, .for we had almost fell foul. x8o* Noble Wanderers 
I. 281 The Princess loves you to distraction. tSig Byron 
Juan 1. cx, To contend with thoughts she could not smother, 
She seem’d^ by the distraction of her air.. 

f 5 . Mental derangement ; craziness, madness, 
insanity. Ohs. (exc. as involved in prec. ; cf. Dis- 
tract v. 5, 6, Distracted 4, 5.) 

c 1600 Shaks. Sonn . cxix, In the distraction of this 
madding fever. 170a C. Mather Magi. Chr. n. vii. (1852) 
145 A distempered melancholy at last issued in an incurable 
distraction. 1764 Harmer Observ. xii. iv.159^ The hermits 
of superstition . .resemble Nebuchadnezzar in his distraction. 
1794 Sullivan View Nat. I. 8 He traverses the whole circle 
of human imbecility and distraction. 

6 . In French-Canaclian law : The diverting of 
costs from, the client or party who would be in 
Ordinary course entitled to them, and their ascrip- 
tion to his attorney or other person equitably en- 
titled. [~F. distraction , in same use.] 

18. . Code of Civil Procedure of Lower Canada Art. 484 
(In 10th Kept, of Codification Comm. 1866), Attorneys ad 
Litem may demand and obtain distraction of their fees. 

7, for Detraction. 

e 1430 Lydg. Min. Poems 67 (Matz.) Have in hate mowthes 
that ben double, Suffre at thy table no distractiouri. 

t Distraxtious, a. Ohs. [f. prec. : see 
-TIODS.] Aboundingin or fraught with distractions. 

1667 Waterhouse Fire Lond. 104 I11 the time of the 
Fires raging, and of the distractious impetuosity. 1678 
Cudworth Iniell. Syst. Pref. 10 Which.. would render His 
providences to humane apprehensions, laborious and dis- 
tractious. 1691 Ray Creation (1714) 51 The former [opinion] 
would render the Divine Law operose, solicitous and 
distractious. 

Distractive (distrarktiv), a. [f. L. ppl. stem 
distract- (see Distract v .) f -ive.] Of distracting 
quality or tendency. 

1633 Bp. Hall Hard Texts 212 , 1 will walke free from all 
feares and dis tractive cares. 1643 Milton Divorce 11. xii. 
(1851) 03 How hurtful! and distractive it is to the house, the 
Church and Commonwealth. 1837 Carlyle Fr. Rev. II. vi. 
vi. (1872) 248 Thou undefinable . . self-distractive, self - 
destructive Legislative. 1855 — Misc., Prinzeuraub ( 1 872) 
VII. 162 Johann Frederick, .founding that imbroglio of 
little dukedoms, .distractive to the human mind. 

Hence Bistr&'ctively adv., with distracting ten- 
dency or effect. 

1831 Carlyle Sart. Res. 1. ii. (1872) 6 Maddest Waterloo- 
Crackers, exploding distractively and destructively, where- 
soever the mystified passenger stands or sits. 1837 — 
Fr. Rev. III. 1. iv. (1872) 19 Whether the Flag.. flapped 
soothingly or distractively. 

f Distraxtly, adv. Ohs. rare— 1 , [f. Dis- 
tract a. + -ly *.] = Distractedly. 

c 1450 tr. De Imitations in. liii, Forgeue me. .as ofte tymes 
as in my praier I J>enke on eny oper hinge h an on j? e * 
I am wont to haue me ful distractly. 

t Distra*cture. Oh. [f. L. distract - ppl. 
stem (see Distract v.) 4 - -tjre,] — Distraction. 

162a R. Hawkins Voy. S. Sea (1847) 192 The victory of 
the emperour Charles the Fifth, against the Protestant 
princes of Germanie, is imputed to their distractures arising 
from parity in command. 

t Distra’de, v. Oh. rare. [f. Dis- 1 + Trade 
vi] trans . To distribute by way of trade. 

1623 Lisle fElfric on O. § N. Test. To Rdr. 14 This 
creature [Camel], .is the best and only meanes..to conuey 
through the deserts, the sweet wares of happy^ Arabie, 
and so to distrade and retaile them among the Nations. 

t Bistra*ge. Obs. rare — 1 , [f- dfy Dis- 5 -f 

It. stra/e, L. strdges overthrow, slaughter, carnage.] 
A defeat with much slaughter. 

C1540 Order in Battayll B ij, After a dystrage, the hbste 
can not sodenely be apte to fyght : for wounds and mourn- 
yngs shal let them. 

Distrain (distr^*n\ v. Forms; 3-6 des- 
treyn(e, 4-6 des-, distrayne, distreyne, (4 
-trene, 4-5 dystreyne, 5 -trayne, 6 -treine), 
5-8 distrein, 6 - 7 distraine, 6 - distrain ; Sc. 
4-7 des-, dys-, distress, -trin3e. [ME. a. OF. 
destreindre, - aindre ‘ to strain e, presse, wring, vexe 
extremely, straiten ’ (Cotgr.), pres, stem destreign 
pa. p pie. desircint ; = It. distngnere , - stringers 
‘ to distraine, distress, pinch, straiten* (Florio) 

L. distring- ere to draw asunder, stretch out, detain, 
occupy, f. di-, Dis- 1 + stringers to squeeze, draw 
tight. In med.L. and Romanic, the prefix lost its 
sundering force, being prob. confounded with de- t 
and distringgre became merely intensive of strin- 
ger e t as in mod. It.] 


I. General senses : all Ohs. 

f 1 . trans. To press, compress, or grasp tightly ; 
to squeeze ; to clasp tightly, Ohs. 

C 1381 Chaucer Pari. Fouks 337 Thegentyl faucoun that 
with his feet distraynyth The kyngis hand, c 1390 — Pro- 
verb, Who so mychel wol embrace, Lytel |>er-of he shal 
destreyne. 1483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 372 b/i Hit happed on a 
nyght that she distrayned her self by thethrote that she was 
almost estrangled. 1600 Fairfax 7 'asso xn. xii. 215 The 
Prince.. gently gan distraine Now him, now her, betweene 
his friendly armes. 

-| b. To confine, bind, restrain. Oh. 
c 1374 Chaucer Boeih. n. pr. vi. 42 (Camb. MS.) A man 
. .whiche )>at visyous lustys holden destreyned withcheynes 
)>at ne mo wen nat be vnbownden. c 1386 — Pars . T. p 195 
Oure lord Ihesu crist.. after that he hadde be bytmysed of 
his disciple, and destreyned and bounde. 

t c. fig. To hold captive, or in constraint. Ohs. 
4x340 Ham pole Prose Tr. 18 Neuer-J?e-lattere in J>Is maner 
felynge a sauIe may be distreynede by vayne glorye. c 1374 
Chaucer Troylus 1. 355 OJ?ere besye nedes hym destrayned. 

1 2 . fig. To hold in its grasp, as disease, sickness, 
love ; to distress, oppress, afflict. Obs . 

In quots. 1547, 1618 perhaps * to strain \ 
c 1374 Chaucer Troylus in. 1479 (1528) No word for some 
she answerede. So sore gan bis partyng here destreyne. 
4x430 Lydg. Cotnpl. Bl. Knt. xx, And overmore distrayned 
with sicknesse Beside all this he was full grevously. 1483 
Caxton Gold. Leg. 266 h/x The man of god., destrayned his 
body by soo grete trauaill of fastynges and wakynges that he 
languyssed in coiitynuel maladye. a 1547 Surrey in. 
TottelPs Misc. 14 Ragyng loue with extreme payne Most 
cruelljr distrains my hart. <21618 Raleigh A? (1644) 121 
Distrained with the wringing fits of his dying flesh. 

1 3 . To control by force, restrain, subdue. Oh. 

a 1400-50 A lexander 4244 A Kyng with-outen cunnyng, 

he can nogt distreyne His subi[e]ctis. 4x530 Spiritudll 
Counsay le H ij, Howe by his wysdome on the Crosse he 
hathe distrayned all the power of the devyll. 

+ 4 . To constrain, force, or compel (a person to 
do something). Obs. (Hence the legal sense 7.) 

4 1374 Chaucer Troylus v. 596 Distreyne here herte as 
faste to retorne, As f>ow dost myn to longen here to se. 
1375 Barbour Bruce xn. 338 Thargret vaward alsua Wes 
distrengeit the bak till ta. 4x386 Chaucer Pars. T. v 35 
Penitence destreyneth a man to accepte benygnely euery 
peyne..enioyned. c X400 tr. Secret a Secret Gov. Lordsh. 
(E. E. T. S.) 62 Who destreyns j>e to swere ofte ? 
f 5 . To strain out, express ; to extract by press- 
ing or straining. (In quot. 1563, intr. for refii) 
c 1400 tr. Secret a Secret ., Gov. Lordsh. (E. E. T. S.) 85 
His properte ys, to make stalworthe \>e stomak, & destreyne 
& purge be euyl and rotyn humours bat er in b e stomak. 
1563 B. Googe Eglogs (Arb.) 117 The gryefe so sore, doth 
growe in euery parte, Destraynyng through the venomed 
vaines doth so torment the Hart. 1634 Sir T. Herbert 
Trav. 150 Coffaor Coho, adrinke. .blacke,thickeand bitter; 
distrained from Berries of that quality. 

f 6. a. To pull or tear off. b. To rend or tear 
asunder. [Alter L. senses.] Ohs. 

1382 Wyclif Ezek. xvii. 22 Y shal take of the merewg of 
the heeg cedre, and I shal putte of the cop of his braunchis j 
the tendre I shal distreyne, [1388 streyne, Vulg. distringam ]. 
1590 Spenser F. Q. ii. xii. 82 That same net so cunningly 
was wound, That neither guile nor force might it distraine. 

II. Law. [The earliest use recorded, but etymo- 
logically a specific application of 4.] 

1 7 . trans . a. To constrain or force (a person) by 
the seizure and detention of a chattel or thing, to 
perform some obligation (as to pay money owed 
by him, to make satisfaction for some wrong done 
by him or by his beasts, or to perform some other 
act, e.g. to appear in court) ; to punish by such 
seizure and detention for the non-performance of 
such obligation. (See Distress sh. II.) Ohs. exc. 
LfisL, or as included in c. 

4 1290 Beket 758 in S. Eng. Leg. 1. 128 Non Erchebishop of 
Caunturburi nas neuere i-somoned so, Ne so destreyned of 
no king [ v.r : of nothing], [X292 Britton i. xxvii. [xxvi]. § x 
Le viscounte face destreyndre les trespasours par lour avers 
et par lour chateus.]^ 14x4 Coldingham Papers (1841) 86 
Full power and autorite, . the same tenantz and tenantdris 
til distreyn and hald, till all rerages and dettes , . be 
assethid. 15x2 Act 4 Hen. VIII , c 19 § 9 For none pay- 
ment therof codestreyn the seid persones so beyngbehynde 
by their goodes and catalles. 1568 Grafton Chron. II. 142 
To make sommons, and distreyne for lacke of appearaunce, 
all and every Tenant of the sayd Abbot. 1671 F. Phillips 
Reg. Nccess. 467 He refused to give leave.. to distrein the 
Bishop of St. Davids in Parliament time. 1895 Pollock & 
Maitland Hist. Eng. Law I. 335 After distraining the 
tenant by his chattels, the lord may obtain from his seig- 
norial tribunal a judgment authorizing him to distrain the 
tenant by his land. Ibid. II. 574 Observe that [in the 
13th c.], wh en words are correctly used, one does not distrain 
a thing ; one distrains a man by (per) a thing. 

b. with inf. or subord. clause, expressing the 
purpose. 

4 1290 Beket 748 in S. Eng. Leg 1. 128 Seint thomas londes 
into is hond his men nome, Ase it were for-to destreynen him 
]>at he to his court come, c 1315 Shoreham 72 Destrayned 
be he scholde, Be rytte To do hyt gyf that he may. 1609 
Skene Reg. Maj. 27 He may be distrenzied in his lands, to 
come to court <2 x626 Bacon Max. Uses Com. Law 
(1636) 20 Commanding him [the Slreriffe] to distraine them 
by their lands to appear at a certaine day. 1641 Art. agst. 
Sir II . Davenport in Rushw. Hist. Coll. nr. (1692) L 335 
That he should distrain James Maleverer, Esq ; to appear 
before the Barons of his Majesty’s said Court of Exchequer. 
X647 N. Bacon Disc- Govt. Eng. 1. lxx. (1739) All such 
as ought to be Knights and are not, shall be distrained to 
undertake the weapons of Knighthood. 1767 Blackstone 
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Comm. II. 13s The widow shall pay nothing for her 
marriage, nor shall be distreined to marry afresh. 1895 
Pollock & Maitland Hist. Eng. Law I. 3.34 The lord’s 
handiest remedy is that of distraining his tenant to perform 
the services that are in arrear. 

c. In later usage: To levy a distress upon (a 
person), in order by the sale of the chattels to 
obtain satisfaction for a debt, particularly for 
arrears of rent. (But the usual construction in this 
sense is to distrain upon ; see 8 b.) 

1768-74 Tucker Lt. Nat. 1. H. § 9 When Squire Peremp- 
tory distrained his tenant for rent perhaps he [etc.]. 
1772 Hist. Rochester 46 Who had been distrained for the 
repair of the head of the bridge. 2818 Cruise Digest fed. 
21 III. aor A peer of the realm could never be arrested for 
debt; the law presuming that he had^ sufficient lands and 
tenements in which he might be distrained. 

8. absol. or intr. To levy a distress. Const, for 
(a thing). Originally in order to compel the de- 
faulter, by detention of the thing seized, to pay 
money due or perform an obligation; but in later 
use including the power to obtain satisfaction by 
sale of the chattels. See Distress sb . 3. 

c 1350 in Eng. Gilds (1870) 362 3 if eny ho pat nymep rente 
of eny tenement in fraunchyse of be Citee, and his rente 
holleche be by-hynde, oj>er half o}>er more and he ne fynde 
for to dystreyne, 2465 Bury Wills (Camden) 27 If my wil 
be nat devly executyd in eche part, they to haue pover to dis- 
treyne. 2512 Fabvan Will in Chron. Pref. 9, 1 geve full power 
over the said Church Wardeyns. .to distreyn within any of 
the foresaid londs and tenements, .and the distres so taken 
to withold and kepe till the said annuytie. .be fully contented, 
and paied. 2512 Act 4 Hen. VIII, c. 11 To distreyne for 
the same rentes in the seid Maners. 2552 in Vicary's 
Anat. (i88B)/lpp. iii. 152 It shalbe laufull for any offycer 
of the said Cytie to dystreine for the same [yearly rent). 
1648 Milton Obserz'. Art. Peace Wks. 1738 I. 338 Any 
seven or more of them, in case of Refractories or Delin- 
quency, may distrain and imprison. 2764 Burn Poor 
Laws 251 Where power is given to distrain, it seemeth 
reasonable that power should be given to come at the goods. 
1863 Fawcett Pol. Econ. 11. vii. 237 The landlord had of 
Course a legal right to distrain for the rent. 

b. Const, upon , on a person or thing. (With 
indirect passive to be distrained upon.) 

2603 Camden Rem. (J.), I will not lend money to my 
snperiour, upon whom I cannot distrain for the debt. 2689 
Col. Rec. Pennsylv. I. 31 1 He was distreyned upon by 
Cornelius Empson, for Contrey Rates. 1812 Examiner 7 
Sept. 570/2 He was. .threatened, .to be distrained on for the 
assessment and surcharge. 2862 Pearson Early 4 Mid. 
Ages Eng. xxxiv. (L. \ He or his heirs might distrain on them 
if this were neglected. 2891 Punch 25 Apr. 195/2 The total 
failure of my last attempt to distrain on the stock of a neigh- 
bouring farmer. 

fig. a 1658 Cleveland Gen. Poems , be. (1677) 2 The 
Airy Freebooter distrains First on the Violet of her Veins, 
Whose Tincture could it be more pure, His ravenous kiss 
had made it viewer, a 2678 Marvell (J), Blood, his rent 
to have regain'd Upon the British diadem distrain’d. 

9 . trans . To seize (chattels, etc.) by way of dis- 
tress ; to levy a distress upon. arch. 

2532 Dial, on Laws Eng. 11. xxvii. (1638) 112 A pound., 
to put in beasts that bee distrained. 1593 Shaks. Rich. II, 
li. iii. 232 My Fathers goods are all distraynd, and sold. 2672 
F. Phillips Reg. Necess, 490 The Laws or reasonable Cus- 
toms of England will not permit a Horse to be destrained 
when a Man or Woman is riding upon him. a 2723 Ellwood 
Autobiog. {1714)66 If you have no Money, you have a good 
Horse under you ; and we can Distrain him for the Charge. 
2765 Blackstonk Comm. I. 256 All process whereby the 
person of any embassador, .may be arrested, or his goods 
distreined or Seised, shall be utterly null and void. 2848 
Wharton Law Lex. 186 All chattels and personal effects, 
found upon the premises, may be distrained, whether they 
belong to the tenant or to a stranger. 
flO. Extensions or loose uses of the legal senses, 
a. To deprive (a person) of (something). Ohs. 

1530 Palsgr. 522/1, I distrayne a persone of his lybertye, 
or plucke some thynge from hym that belongeth him. 
fb. To seize, confiscate, annex. Obs. 

1592 Shaks, 2 Hen. VI, 1. iii. 61 Here’s Beauford, that 
regards nor God nor King, Hath here distrayn’d the Tower 
to his vse. 2676 Hobbes Iliad xi. 622, I then went his 
Cattle to destrain, And take amends for those he took of 
mine. 1727 A. Hamilton New Arc. E. Ind. I. viiL 86 They 
first built a Sconce, .both to secure themselves from sudden 
Attacks or Surprize, as well as to hold what they might dis- 
train from the poor Peasants. 

Hence Distrained ppl. a. ; Distraining vbl. sb. 
and ppl. a. 

C2380 Wycltf Set. Wks. III. 302 Stelyng of chartris, and 
distreynyng of 3onge eiris. _ 2530-2 Act 22 Hen, VIII, c, 12 
If any such person, .distreined appere not at the day and 
place con teyned in suche distresse. 2672-3 Marvell Reh. 
Transp. 1. 244 They reckon there would be little got by 
distraining, 2887 Spectator 4 June 760/1 To give instant 
warning of the approach of the distrai ning parties. 2895 Daily 
News 25 Jan. .5/3 The Judge .. has been saying some severe 
things jon the subject of distraining bailiffs. 

t Distrarn, sb. Obs. [f. prec. vb.] 

1. = Distraint, 

C1450 Em. Misc , (Surtees) 59 No distreyn is made w* 
in y« sayd burgage. 

2 . Restraint, control. 

C2532 Latimer Seme. 4 Rem. (2845) 329 The Icings high- 
ness.. did decree that all admitted of universities should 
preach throughout all his realm as long as they preached 
well, without distrain of any man. 2598 Flokio, Distretta, 
a destraine, a trouble, an inconvenience. 

Distrainable (distr£i*nabl), a. fa; AF. des- 
treynable — OF. destreign-, destraignable, f. stem of 
prec. vb. 1 : see -able.] '■ ■ • ■ ■ 


1 . Liable or subject to distraint ; liable to be dis- 
trained or distrained upon : a. of a person. 

[2292 Britton i. ii[i]. § 7 Si troeffe deus pleges suffisauntz 
et destreynables ai viscounte del pays.] 1865 Nichols 
Britton II. 341 It is sufficient to make the summons in the 
fee where he is distrainable. 

b. of chattels. ^ _ .. 

1588 Fraunce Lawiers Log. r. xvi. 60 His [the King’s) 
goodes and cattels are under no tribute, toll, or custome, 
nor otherwise distreignable. 2642 Termes de la Ley 124 
Else they [beasts] be not distreinable for rent or service. 
2768 Blackstone Comm. III. 7 Instead therefore of men- 
tioning what things are distreinable, it will be easier to 
recount those which are not so. 2889 Law Times LXXXII. 
223/2 There were other distrainable goods in the house 
available to satisfy the claim for rent. 

2 . Capable of being distrained for, or recovered 
by distress. 

1791 G. Washington Let. Writ. 1891 XII 76 All the rents 
become due on or before the first day of January in every 
year, and distrainable at the expiration of a certain number 
of days thereafter. 2895 Times 27 Jan. 24/4 Subject to dis- 
trainable rent. 

t Distrainant. obs. [a. AF. destreynaunt 
m, OF. deslreignant, pr. pple. of destreindre to 
Distrain.] = Distrainer. ^ 

[1293 Britton i. xxviii. [xxvii], § 27 Devers les chiefs 
seignurs destreynaunt^.] 2553 Act 7 Ediv. VI, c. t § n 
The Kings Debts and Duties being first paid, and the 
Distrainant answered of reasonable Costs. 

Distrainee (distr<? i: nf). [f. Distrain v. + -be.] 
One who is distrained. 

2875 Maine Hist. Inst. ix. 272 Fie appeared virtually as 
a plaintiff like the distrainee in our Action of Replevin. 

Distrainer (distil •nox). [f. as prec. + -ER L] 
One who distrains ; = Distrainor. 

1607 Cowell Interpr, s.v. Distresse , The effect . , is, to 
driue the party distreined to replevie the distresse, and so 
to take his action of trespasse against the distreiner. 2736 
in Jacob Law Diet . (ed. 3b 2863 Mrs. C. Clarke Shahs. 
Char. xiv. 363 Thou mightst have become a distrainer for 
rent, or a surcharger of taxes. 2880 Muirhead Gains 
Digest 535 The distrainer had to use certain words of style. 
2893 Law Times XCIV. 600/2 A sheriff's officer may break 
open outhouses, though a distrainer may not. 

Distrarnment. [f. as prec. + -ment.] The 
action or fact of distraining; distraint. 

2756 T. Amory J. JBuncle (1825) I. 47 As I was ever liable 
to distrainment, I took my leave. 2882 W eeden .S* oc. Law 
Labor 151 Many families have been ruined by this distrain- 
ment, 1886 Pall Mall G. 24 Apr. 4/1 The only means of 
enforcing rent is by ejectment, as seizures and distrainments 
cannot be carried out in the district. 

Distrainor (distri? 1 ^/:!). [f. Distrain v., 

after AF. destreinor (Year-bks. Edw. II).] One 
who distrains or levies a distress : a more tech- 
nical form than distrainer , and correlative to dis- 
trainee. 

2767 Blackstone Comm . II. 453 If a landlord distreins 
goods for rent, or a parish officer for taxes, these for a time 
are only a pledge in the hands of the distreinors. 2875 
Poste Gains iv. § 29 In all these cases the distreinor used 
a set form of words. 1875 Maine Hist. Inst. ix. 263 The 
impounded beasts, when the pound was uncovered, had to 
be fed by the owner and not by the distrainor. 

Distraint (disti^-nt). [f. Distrain v., perh. 
after OF. destrainte (1 3-1 6th c. in Godef.), des- 
traincie 1 & restraint of libertie ’ (Cotgr.), fem. sb. 
from pa. pple. : cf. Constraint.] The action of 
distraining (in the legal sense) ; « Distress sb. 3. 

1730-6 in Bailey (folio). 2823 Ht. Martineau Loom 4 
Lugger 1. vii. 115 There would be a distraint for penalties. 
1869 Daily News 25 Aug., The bailiffs shortly afterwards 
entered the house, and.. made a distraint which almost 
stripped it of furniture. 2874 Green Short Hist, vui, § 10. 
572 Payment of taxes.. was enforced by distraint. 2875 
Maine Hist. Inst , ix. 262 The distraint of cattle for 
damages still retains a variety of archaic features. 

b. Distraint of knighthood : compulsion to accept 
knighthood (in consequence of tenure of a knight’s 
fee, or an estate worth £20 a year). (See Distrain 
v. 7 b, quot. 1647.) 

2875 Stubbs Const. Hist. II. xv. 281 The distraint of 
knighthood was.. a link between the two branches of the 
national force. 

t Distrai t, sb. Obs. [later form of destrait, 
Destrayt, OF. destreit, mod.F. dttroit :—L. 
district-um.] a. A narrow passage (of land or 
water) ; an isthmus or strait; b. a strait or diffi- 
cult situation ; e. a district 

2480 Caxton Ovid's Met. xiv. vi, [The winds) remysed 
its in to the cruel dystraytis of Eolus. c 1477 — Jason 42 b, 
I had leuer to feceyue and passe the distrait of dethe. 256a 
J. Shute Combine's Turk. Wars 7 b. If this distraite of y 9 
land were cut through, Peloponesso shold be an isle. 

Distrai't, a. [a. F. distrait (in 16th c. also dis- 
traicP , pa. pple. of distraire to Distract. The form 
distrat appears to connect this with Distract,] 

+ 1 . Distracted in mind ; excessively perplexed or 
troubled. Obs. 

c 2374 Chaucer BoctJt. nr. pr.vili. 8opoti shalt ben so destrat 
by aspre pinges J?ou shalt forgone sykeroesse. 2440 
J. Shirley Dethe K. James (2818) 17 The other ladyes.. 
cryyng and wepyng, alt distraite made a pilous and 
lamentable noyse. C1450 tr . De Imitations u. i. So 
nmche is a man lette and distraite, as jiiriges are drawen to 
him. v'V. ;r : : v.: ; p-P-- 

2 . Having the attention distracted frpm what is 
present ; absent-minded. * [from mod.F., and usually 


treated as an alien word (d/strg% distrf 1 *) with F . 
fem. distraite (dzstrft, distr^’t).] • 

[2722 Budgell Sped. No. 77 T x One of those Sort of 
Men who are very often absent in Conversation, and what 
the French call a reuenr and a distrait .] 2748 Chesterf. 

Lett . (1774) I. cxxxiii. 325, I took care never to be absent or 
distrait. 2772 Mrs. E. Griffith Lady Barton 1 . 72 He. . 
sometimes appears gloomy and distrait. 2788 IValpol- 
iana xlii, 21 Oh, Madam (exclaimed the distrait pre- 
late), he had such a brimstone of a wife ! 2824 Byron 

Juan xvi. xxx, So much distrait was he. 2849 Thackeray 
Pendennis xxvii, She was very distraite. 1857 Kingsley 
Two Y. Ago xx vi, She . . tried to make her talk ; but 
she was distrait, reserved. 1883 E. Ingersoll in Harper's 
Mag. Feb. 431/2 This knowledge, .kept her distrait. 

as pa. pple. Tom to pieces, divided. Obs . 
2579 E. K. Gloss, in Spenser's Sheph. Cal. June 25 All 
Italy was distraict into. . Factions. 

t Distramina*tion. Obs. rare. [f. di~, Dts- 4 
+ L. strdmen (s tram in-) anything strewn, straw : 
see -ATION.] Unthatching, stripping of thatch. 

2654 Gayton Pleas. Notes in. x. 241 Two Ancient Reverend 
Men had almost disthatch’d their Faces, and could neither 
of them sue for distrarainations. 

Bistrammel (distrse*mel), v. rare. [DlS- 6.] 
trans. To rid of trammels ; to untrammel. 

2856 R. A. Vaughan Mystics (i860) 1 . 105 The native soul, 
distrammelled of dim earth, Doth know herself immortal, 
and sits light Upon her temporal perch. 

Distraught (distrpt), ppl. a. arch. Also 4-7 
des-, 5 dys-, 6 distraghte, 7 distraught, 
[modification of Distract///, a ., L. distract-us. 

Not of ordinary phonetic origin, but due app. to associa- 
tion with other pa. pples. in -ght, as caught, taught, bought, 
brought , sought, thought , wrought, Perh. more immediately 
influenced by stranght, pa, pple. of Stretch ; as the latter 
had also the form streight, straight, it may be that dis- 
traught — distreight — Distrait.) 

1 . Mentally distracted, by being drawn or driven 
in diverse directions or by conflicting emotions; 
deeply agitated or troubled ; ■* Distracted 4. 

2393 Gower Con/. 1 . 218 Wherof his herte is so distraught. 
Ibid. 279 Many a good felawe Hath be destraught by sodem 
chaunce. c 1491 Chast. Goddes Chyld. xxvii. 79 Some ben 
so ferforth distraught, .that whan they come ayen to hem- 
self it is clene fro her mynde where they left. 2592 Spenser 
R nines of Time 578, I in minde remained . . Distraught 
twixt feare and pine. 2608-21 Bp. Hall Medit.br Vowcs 
i. §92 The worldling standes amazed and distraught with 
the evill. 2610 G. Fletcher Christ's Trt. (1632) 44 With, 
present fear, and future grief distraught. 2848 Lvtton 
Harold 1. i, Her mind is somewhat distraught with her 
misfortunes. 2877 L. Morris Epic Hades 1. 17 , 1 lay awake 
Distraught with warring thoughts. 

2 . Driven to madness; mentally deranged ; crazy: 
— Distracted 5. 

2593 Shaks, Rom. 4 Jul. iv. iii. 49. 2594 — Rich. Ilf 
in. v. 4 And then againe begin, and stop againe, As if thou 
were distraught, and mad with terror. 2598 Stow Sum *. 
(1842) 167/3 One house, wherein sometime were distraught 
and lunatic people. 2653 Gaule Magastrom. 90 Fools, 
madmen, melancholy, fanatic, distraught. 2828 Scorr F. iff 
Perth xix, ‘Are ye distraught, lassie?’ shouted Dorothy. 
1886 Hall Caine Son of II agar in. v, Hugh Ritson rushed 
here and there like a man distraught. 

p b. Const, of, in (wits, senses, etc,), Obs. (In 
senses I and 2.) 

2556 Aurelio 4 1 sab. (1608) F, Folkes distraghte of wisdome. 
1583 T. Watson Cetiturie of Loue Ixxxix. < Arb.) 125 Loue 
is distraught of witte, and hath no end. 2653 H. Cogan tr, 
Pinto's Trav. viii, 23 Like a man distraught of his wits 
I cast myself at the feet of the Elephant. 2657 Howell 
Londinop. 66 In this place [Bethlem] people that be dis- 
traught m their wits. 

1 3 . lit . Pulled asunder, drawn in different direc- 
tions. (Spenserian use.) Obs. 

_ 2596 Spenser F. Q. iv. vii. 31 [An arrow] in his nape arriv- 
ing, through it thrild His greedy throte, therewith in two 
distraught. Ibid. v. v. 2 A Camis..Trayled with ribbands 
diversly distraught^ 2604 R. Cawdrey Table A lph. f 
Distraught, drawne Into diners parts. 2642 H. More Song 
of Soul 11. it ir. x, By distrought distension. 

4 . As pa. pple. of Distract, or Distraught v. 
2582 Pettie Guazzo's Civ. Conv. 1. (1586) 40 b, [They] have 
bene distraught of their right understanding. 2625 K. Long 
tr. Barclay's A rgenis 11. xxi. 139 What fury, .hath distraught 
you of your wits? 2826 Southey I. ay of Laureate Epil, 3 
Have fanatic dreams distraught his sense ? 

t Distraught, sb. Obs. rare. £f. prec.] ^ Dis- 
traction. 

2620 Rowlands Martin Mark-all They wil bring yon 
out of the way, through distraught and feare. 

f Distrau'ght, v. Obs. [Improperly used as 
a variant of Distract v., on the analogy of dis- 
traug/it and distract ppl. adjs.] = Distract v. 

2579 G. Harvey Letter-bk. (Camden) 59 There never 
bappenid any on thinge. .that did ever disorder and diS- 
traute the power of my mynde so mutebe. 2593 Nashk 
Christ's T. (1613) 44 The zeale of thee distraughteth me. ■ 
f Distrau'ghted, ///. a Obs. [Altered from 
Detracted: seep rec.] = Distracted. 

2572 R. H. tr. Lauaterus' Chastes t 1596) iq In those men, 
which be .. distraughted of their wittes. 1596 Spenser 
Hymn Heavenly Beauty 14 That immortall beautie.. 
Which in my weake distraughted mynd I see. 2603 
Knolles Hist. Turks (1621) 41 His base determination 
..all wondering at, as proceeding from a distraughted 
minde. 

t Bistrau’ghtful, a. Obs. rare, [see prec ] 
By-form of Distractful, 

2594 2nd Rep. Faustns in Thoms Prose Rom. (2858) HI, 
318 in a distraughtful fury. 
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tBIstrairghtsiess. Obs.rare. [^Distraught 
a, + -njess.J Distractedness, distraction. 

1576 Newton Lewnie's Complex. (1633) 3° Hence pro- 
ceedeth. .roving dotage, and distraughtnesse of right wits. 

t Distrau*gh.ture. Obs.rare [See Dis- 
traughted.] By-form of Distracture, distrac- 
tion. ■. 

1594 2nd Rep. Fan sins in Thoms Prose Rom. (1858) III. 
317 Which were witnesses of his distraughture. 

t Distrea*m» v. poetic. Obs. rare. [f. di-, 
Bis- 1 + Stream v.] intr. To flow away in a stream ; 
to stream down or away. Hence Disfcrea raring 
ppl. a. 

*630 Brathwa.it Eng. Gent tew. (1641) 226 Let the dole- 
full remembrance thereof produce torrents of teares from 
your ^streaming eyes, c 1750 Shenstone Elegies xv. 4 A 
swelling tear distream ’d from ev’ry eye. Ibid. xix. 71 O’er 
that virtuous blush distreams a tear. 

t Bistrea*sure, v. Obs. rare. [Dis- 7 a.] 
tram. To despoil of a treasure. 

1640 Quarles Enchirid. iv. xxi, Distreasure him of his 
ill-got Wealth. 

t Bistree*, V. Obs. nonce-wd. [Dis- 7 a.] 
trans. To deprive or strip of trees. 

<2 3638 Mede Disc. Josh, xx iv. 26 Wks. (1672) 1. 68 Of 
some of the Proseucha’s they cut down the Trees.. Mark 
here, They; dis-tree’d the Proseucha’s. 

Distrein(e, obs. forms of Distrain. 

f Bistre *mpe, v. Obs. rare — 0 . To distemper. 

£*532 Dewes Introd. Fr. in Palsgr. (1852) 941 To dis- 
trempe, destremplr. 

Bistress (distress), sb. Forms : 3-6 destresse, 
4-7 distresse, (4 destres, 4-^7 distres, 5 dis- 
tryss(e, 5-6 dystresse, 6 dysfcres), 7- distress. 
[ME. a. OF. destrece, -stresce, -stresses — late pop, 
L. *distnctia, {.district's, pa. pple. of distring ere 
to Distrain (like angustia from angustus ) ; dis- 
tress is the fact of distraining or condition of being 
distrained, in the various senses of the vb.] 

X. f 1 . The action or fact of straining or pressing 
tightly, strain, stress pressure ; pressure em- 
ployed to produce action, constraint, compulsion; 
less usually, pressure applied to prevent action, 
restraint. Obs. exe. in dial, (in which the primary 
ien«e is still used.) 

* 13.. Cursor M. 28360 (Cott.) And imprest, funden vte 
of distresse, In dedly sin has sungen messe. CX384 Chau- 
cer H. Fame hi. 497 This Eolus with harde grace helde 
the wyndes in distresse And gan hem vnder him to presse. 
a 1400 in Eng. Gilds (1870) 361 He shewep wipoute dys- 
tresse, weiper he be of fraunchyse oper ne he, and be of 
towne. c 1420 Pallad. on Huso. iv. 79 Swathe a tender 
vyne in bondes softe : Ffor bonde to nardde wol holde it 
in distresse. c 1450 Chester PL (Shaks. Soc.) II, 52 God 
I take to wittnes That I doe this by destresse. 1481 Cax- 
ton Myrr. n. xxii. 114 Theayer that is shette fast within, 
the whiche is enclosed in. grete distresse, 3590 Spenser 
F. Q. 1. i. 32 In wastfull wildernesse . . by which no living 
wignt May euer pass, but thorough great distresse. [1876 
Surrey Provincialisms, Distress, strain; e. g. ‘Slacken 
they there ropes before you go, and then there won’t be no 
distress on the [rick-]cloth 1879 Miss Jackson Shropsh. 
Word-lk., Distress , strain ; stress ; application of force. 

4 Theer wunna be no distress on that the er ’edge tin [still] 
after ’arvest.’] 

+ b. The overpowering pressure of some adverse 
force, as anger, hunger, bad weather ; stress (of 
weather, etc.). Obs. 

1485 Caxton Chas. Gt. 187 By destresse of angre he took 
a staffs for to smyte the rnessager. i486 Bk. St. Albans 
C j b, In grete destresse of hungre. 1568 Grafton Citron. 
II. 87. Driven by distresse of weather about the partes of 
Austria. 3588 G reene Pandosto (1607) 43, I was sayling, 
and by distresse of weather, I was driuen into these coasts. 
1793 Smeaton Edystone L. Contents 10, Driven westward, 
by distress of weather. Ibid. 12 Without any distress of 
weather, the Buss got loose. 

2 . The sore pressure or strain of adversity, trou- 
ble, sickness, pain, or sorrow ; anguish or affliction 
affecting the body, spirit, or community. 

1297 R. Glouc. (1724) 460 J?e kyng, pat so defended 
hym, as in such destresse. c 1330 R. Brunne Ckron. 
Wdce (Rolls) 3472 pan were hey hope in hard destres. 
(•■1385 Chaucer L. G. IF. 664 Cleopatra, To egipt is sche 
fled for dred & for destresse. c 1400 Rom. Rose 4997 Peyne 
and Distresse, Syknesse and Ire, and Malencoly .. Ben of 
hir paleys senatours. 1413 Pilgr. Sowle (Caxton 1483) iv, 
xx. 65 Ye knoweth my comforteles dystresse. 1600 Shaks. 
A. Y. L. n. vii. 90 Art thou thus bolden’d man by thy 
distres ? x6rx Bible x Kings i 29 As the Lord liueth, that 
hath redeemed my soule out of all distresse. a 1656 Bp. 
Hall. Rem. Wks. (t66o) 2 Being in great distress of Con- 
science. 1667 Milton P. L. xii. 613 With sorrow and 
hearts distress Wearied I fell asleep. x 8 x 3 Jas. Mill 
Brit. India II. v. viii. 627 The Company’s finances, 
always in distress. *853 J. H. Newman Hist. Sk. (3873) 
II. n. iii. 252 This event . . filled him with the utmost 
distress and despondency. 1867 Dickens Lett. (1880) II. 
273 There is great distress here among the poor. 

b. with a and pi. A sore trouble, a misfortune 
or. calamity that presses hardly; esp. in pi. straits, 
distressing or strained circumstances. 
t *540 Coveroale, etc. Erasm. Par., Rom. viii. (R.), That 
in all our distresses we may boldly speake vnto God. 
1588 {title\ Copie of a Letter sent out of England to Don 
Bernardin Mendoza. .Whereun to are adioyned certaine late 
Advertisements, concerning the losses and distresses hap- 
pened to the Spanish Navie, 1605 Shaks. Mach. iv. iii. x88. 
1659 B, Harris Parival’s Iron Age 285 So many storms, 


that both men, and horses felt excessive distresses. 21692 
Wood Ath. Oxon. II. 53 His distresses made him stoop so 
low as to be an Abcdarian. 1783 Burke Sp. on E. India 
Bill Wks. IV. 129 Want of feeling for the distresses of 
mankind. 3842 Tennyson Dora 47 Then distresses came 
on him, 

c. Nant. i A term used when a ship requires im- 
mediate assistance from unlooked-for damage or 
danger , (Smyth Sailor's Word-lkl). 

2659 D, Pell Impr. Sea 291 Firing of Guns, which is 
commonly a signal of that ships distress that fires. 3697 
Dampier Voy. I, 394 Any Ship in distress may be refreshed 
and recruited here. 1726 Shelvocke Voy. round World 
(1757) 320, I returned to our ships again, and made signals 
of distress. 174s P. Thomas fml. Anson’s Voy. 156 They 
fired four Guns as Signals of Distress. 1839 Longf. Wreck 
of Hesp . xi, Some ship in distress, that cannot live In such 
an angry sea 1 

d. 1 Distressed ’ or exhausted condition under 

extreme physical strain. (Also fig . ) 

x86x A. Trollope La Beat a I. 162 (Hoppe) The lady 
arrives at the top [of the stairs] with very visible signs of 
4 distress ’ in wind and limb. 1887 H. D. Traill in Macm. 
Mag. July 177/1 Their patience, which is already showing 
manifest signs of distress, will he completely * pumped ’ before 
long. 

II. Law. 

8 . The action of distraining; the legal seizure 
and detention of a chattel, originally for the pur- 
pose of thereby constraining the owner to pay 
money owed by him or to make satisfaction for 
some wrong done by him, or to do some other act 
(e.g. to appear in court) ; according to later prac- 
tice, in order that out of the proceeds of its sale 
(if not redeemed within a fixed period) satisfaction 
may be obtained of some debt or claim, now, 
especially, for rent unpaid. 

c 1290 Beket 761 in S. Eng. Leg. 1 . 128 On me nast pu power 
non swych destresse for-to do. c 1330 R. Brunne Ckron,{iZxo) 
x86 And neuer porgh no destresse suld clayme per of no right. 
1543 tr. Act 51 Hen. 111.(1266) De Destrictione Scaccarii 
(Bertbelet), And if he brynge the tayle of any shyrifife or 
baylyffe, of payment made to them of the thyng demaunded 
.. then the distresse shal sease. 1613 Sir H. Finch Law 
(1636) 135 Distresse is a taking of chattels, .found upon the 
same land . . for satisfaction of arerages, 16x4 Raleigh Hist. 
World in. 11634) 11 3 The Phocians not meaning so to lose 
their Rent, made a distresse by strong hand. 1768 Black- 
stone Comm. III. 6 A distress . . the taking of a personal 
chattel out of the possession of the wrongdoer into the 
custody of the party injured, to procure a satisfaction for 
the wrong committed. 1794 Godwin Williams 46 The 
squire took the earliest opportunity of seizing on bis 
remaining property in the mode of a distress for rent. 
1818 Cruise Digest (ed. 2) III. 299 A right to enter on the 
lands, to seize the cattle and other personal chattels found 
there, and to sell them for payment of the rent ; which is 
called a distress. 1836 Dickens Sk. Boz v, I put in a good 
many distresses in my time (continued Mr. Bung). 187s 
Maine Hist. Inst. ix. 250 The branch of the law which we 
now call the Law of Distress. 

b. Double , Grand , Finite , Infinite , Personal , 
Real Distress : see quots. 

1641 Termesde la Ley 125 Distresse .. is divided first 
into finite and infinite, finite is that which is limited by Law, 
how often it shall bee made to bring the^ party to tryall of 
the action, as once or twice. Distresse infinite is without 
limitation untill the party comes, as against a Jurie that 
refuseth to appeare upon certificate of assise. 1670 Blount 
Law Diet., Distress Personal is made by distreimng a Mans 
movable Goods . . Distress Real is made upon immovable 
Goods . . A Grand Distress is that which is made, of all 
the Goods and Chattels that the party hath within the 
County. 1768 Blackstone Comm. fill. 231 A distress., 
that has no bounds with regard to it’s quantity, and may 
be repeated from time to time, until the stubbornness of 
the party is conquered, is called a distress infinite. i86x 
W. Bell Diet. Law Scot. s. v. Double Distress, * Where 
arrestments have been used by two or more creditors, in 
order to attach the funds of their debtor in the hands of 
a third party, such arrestments constitute what is called 
double distress. 

+ C. The right or power of distraining, the 
seigniory of a district. Obs. rare . 

[129a Britton Vi. iv. § 12 Si celi garraunt ne soit mie en 
la destresce le viscounte de cel pays. tr. If the warrant is 
not situated within the distress (^district) of the sheriff of 
that country.] a 1658 Cleveland R ustic R ampani Wks. 
(1687) 459 The other Growtnolls of the. Neighbourhood, 
subject to the Distress, or Seigniory of Saint Albans. 

4 . The chattel or chattels seized by this process. 
[izgz Britton i. xxviii. § 2 Pur qe bestes et autres des- 
tresces ne soint mie trop ldungement detenues enparkez.] 
X41X E. E. Wills (1882) 20 Takynge a distresse in defawte 
of payment. 1512 Act 4 Hen. VIII, c. u If .. no distresse 
sufficient there can be founde.. 1568 Grafton Citron. II. 
128 It was agreed .. that the distresses taken for the same 
should be restored, and if any were perished by keping, 
then the Abbot to make them good. 1643 Termes de la 
Ley 124 Distresse is the thing which is taken and distrained 
upon any land for rent behinde, or other duty, or for hurt 
done. 1700 Tyrrell Hist. Eng. II. x 109 Neither the 
Beasts nor any other Distress. . shall be sold, .within fifteen 
days. 1886 Redman & Lyon Law Landlord T. (ed. 3) 
238 The Landlord acquires no property in the distress, and 
it is an abuse of his power.if he use the distress, except in 
the case of milch cows, which may be milked, 
fb. Old Law of Scot l.\ see quots. Obs. 

1456 Sc. Acts fas, II, c. 9 Item of gret stalls, .of y e 
quhilke yai haif use to taky' distress for the continuacione 
of y° fare The quhilk distresses air to be deliueryt agane at 
the court of y 3 fayr gif y persone has done, na defalt nor 
distrubling m y e fayr. 1710 Summary View of Feudal 
Law s. v., Distresses were pledges taken by the Sheriff 


from those who came to Fairs for their good behaviour; 
which at the end of the Fair or Mercat were delivered 
hack, if no harm was done. 

III. 5 . attrib . and Comb., as distress-gun, 
-rocket, signals of a ship in distress; distress- 
sale, a sale of distrained goods; distress-warrant, 
a warrant authorizing a distress. 

3823 Joanna Baillie Poems 199 The drear distress-gun 
moaning. 1826 Sydney Smith Memoir (1855) II. 272 We 
hear nothing here but of distress bazaars and the high price 
of hay. 1808 Lowell Dryden Pr. Wks. 1890 HI. 139 
Distress-rockets j-ent up at intervals from a ship just about 
to founder. 1883 Pall Mall G. 5 Apr. jo/i This meeting 
desires to. call public attention to the exaction of extra- 
ordinary tithes by the distress sale effected this day. x888 
Union Signal (Chicago) 5 Apr., The number of distress 
and dispossessory warrants issued. 1891 Pall Mali G. 
13 Oct. 4/3 The boat was launched one hour after the 
vessel showed distress flares. 

Bistress (distre-s), v. Pa. t. and pa. fph. 
distressed; also dxstrest. [a. AF. destresse-r 
(Statutes of Edw. Ill) = OF. deslresser, orig. de$~ 
trecier : late L. districtidre , f. districGus: s.e 
prec. (See also senses 5 and 6.)] 

I. trans. To subject to severe strain or pressure 
(physical, financial, or other) ; to put to sore straits, 
to embarrass ; now esp. to afflict or exhaust, as 
painful exertion which puts a severe strain upon 
the physical powers. 

13. . E. £. Allit. P. B. 880 pay probled & prong & prwe 
vmbe his erez, & distresed hym wonder strayt with strenkpe 
in the prece. 1483 Cat A. Angl. 102/1 To Distresse; vbi 
to Stresse {To Stresse, distringere). 1530 Palsgr. 522/2, 
I distresse, I put a thynge to an utter profe to trye whether 
it wyll holde, or endure, or not ,je destraigns. 1570 Levins 
Manip. 85 To Distresse, distrahere, 1578 T. Proctor Gorg. 
Gallery, Py ramus $ Thisbie, Distrest with woodlike rage, 
the words he out abrade. 1600 E. Blount tr. Conestaggio 
30 Seeing his souldiors distressed for water, he commanded 
them to lande and refresh themselves. 1611 Bible 2 Cor. 
iv. 8 Wee are troubled on euery side, yet not distressed 
[1881 R. V. straitened].. i66x Boyle Spring of Aim iii. 
(1682) 38 Being sufficiently distressed by Avocations of 
several sorts.. 1734 Swift Pres. St. Affairs Wks. 1755 II. 

I. 209 (The ministiy] have been frequently deserted or dis- 
tressed upon the most pressing occasions. 1771 Goldsm. 
Hist. Eng. III. 228 The. .servants of the crown, .distressed 
their private fortunes to gratify their sovereign. 3791 ‘ G. 
Gambado , 1 Ann. Horsem. xii. {1809) 113 But Looby [race- 
horse] being distrest by. the severity of this, and the first 
heat, was forc’d to submit to his adversary, .by half a neck. 
1825 Mrs. Sherwood Old Times 1. (Houlston Tracts I. 
No. 24. 10) Does he not often distress himself in order to 
pay a good round sum to have him properly instructed ? 
1868 Dickens Lett. (1880) II. 339 The railway journeys 
distress me greatly. 1886 Times 5 Apr. 7/2 Several of the 
oarsmen were fearfully distressed. 

b. transf. zxdi fig. 

1721 Perry Daggenh. Breach 7 Sullage . . carry’d out 
without the Mouth of the Thames . . there subsides . , and 
distresses, the Entrance into the Port. Ibid. 20 The.. 
Inconveniences which distress that Port. 1794 Godwin 
Cal. Williams 25 , 1 have seen, .too many pastoral ditties 
distressed in lack of a meaning. 
f 2 . a. To crush in battle, overwhelm, coerce, 
b. To harass or put to straits in .war. Obs. 

1489 Caxton Fayies of A. t. viii. 21 Men ynoughe for to 
dystresse bothe hym and his grete oost. 1494 Fabyan 
Ckron. iv. lxxi. 50 [He] was purposed to haue frayed with 
ihe.sayd Maximus, and to haue distressed hym. Ibid. v. 
lxxix, 57 They than manfully issued out, & gaue to y 9 
Frenschmen harde batayll., but fortune was to theim fro- 
warde, so that they were distressyd. 1568 Grafton Ckron. 

II. 1308 At the length the rebels were distressed, taken and 
executed. 1630 A’, foknsan’s Kingd. ty Commw. 245 The 
Duke of Savoy, .on the other side distressing Genoa with an 
Annie, a 1656 Ussher Auu.vi. (1688) 259Buthe passing the 
River, quickly distressed and routed them. 1709 Steele 
Tatler No. 29 P 3 Taking her as we do Towns and Castles, by 
distressing the Place. 1727 A. Hamilton New A cc. E. Ind. 
I. xii. 137 The Portugueze large Cannon from their Walls 
disturbed and distrest his Camp. 1796 Morse Amer. Geog. 
I. 290 Anson, with a squadron of ships . . distressed the 
Spanish settlements on the western shore of America. 

3 . To constrain by force or infliction of suffering 
(to do a thing, into, out ^ something). 

a 1400-50 Alexander 2781, I am depely distryssyd pis 
dede for to wirke. 1727 A. Hamilton New Acc. E. Ind. 
I. ii. 18 They could have easily distressed the Boats Crews 
out of the Woods. ,1742 Young Nt. Th. n. Pref. (1787) 141 
Yet is it an error into which bad men may naturally be 
distressed. 1788 A. Hamilton Federalist (Webster 1828), 
Men who can neither be distressed nor won into a sacrifice 
of duty. 1829 W. Irving Granada I. vi. 53 Muley Aben 
Hassan . . attempted to distress it [the city] into terms, by 
turning the channel of the river which runs by its walls. 

4 . To cause pain, suffering, agony, or anxiety to ; 
to afflict, vex, make miserable. Now chiefly refi. 
ox passive', cf. Distressed///. <7. 

3586 [see Distressed.] x6xx Bible 2 Sam. i. 26, I am 
distressed for thee, my brother lonathan, very pleasant 
hast thou beene vnto me. 1641 J. Jackson True Evang. 
T. 1. 77 We must not vexe ourselves . . nor distresse ourselves 
with bootlesse problemes. 1741 Middleton Cicero II. ix. 
336 To . . take all measures of distressing him. x8oo Mrs. 
Hervey Mourtray Earn. III. 205 1 Why '. .said she, weep- 
ing.. 4 why distress me thus?’ 1884 Forbes in Eng. III. 
Mag. Jan. 235 The Emperor had asked where he was without 
a satisfactory answer, whereat honest Bazaine was sore dis- 
tressed. Mod. The tone of your letter greatly distresses me. 
Do not distress yourself about the child, he is safe. 

+ 5 . To rob (of baggage, etc.) ; to plunder. Cf. 
Detruss, Distruss. Obs. 


DISTRESSED. 
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{App. repr. OF. destrousser, perh. confounded with des- 
iroisser ~ destresser ,] 

<7x489 Caxton Sonnes of Ay f non iv. 116 All they*.. that 
hare ony vytaylles, they were dystressed by theym [tous 
ceulx q’ portoient viures estoient destrousseyj. Ibid. He was 
. , dystressed of suche vytaylles as he hadde. *546 St. Papers 
Hen . VIII, XL 17 Our men distressed almost all their 
victualles. 1568 Grafton Citron. II. 373 [He] set upon 
them, and distressed them and their shippes and so brought 
them into dyverse Partes. 

6 . To levy a distress upon, subject to a distress- 
warrant; * Distrain v. 7 . 

[Quot. 1440 may be in sense 1 ; in the later quots. the vb. 
seems to be a deriv. of the sb.] 

c X440 Jacob* s Well iv. 28 Alle jx> lay-men, j>at. .ony 
swych clerk arestyn, or dystressin, or enprisoun wrongfully, 
xfio 9 Skene Reg . Map. 78 The distres (or gudes poyndea) 
sail remaine in the possession of the complainer, vntil it be 
discussed, quhither he is lawfullie or vnlawfullie distressed. 
X707 J. Johnson Clergy nt. Vade M. 248 Quakers, who are 
liable to be distress’d. *771 Smollett Humph . Cl, (1815) 
14, I will not begin at this time of day to distress my 
tenants, because they are unfortunate, and cannot make 
regular payments. 1823 Blackiv. Mag. 703 His generous 
chief distresses him to the very blankets on his bed. 

absol. x8ix Monthly Mag. XXXIV. 596 He.. replied that 
the landlord might distress for the rent. 

Hence Distressing vbt. sb. 

1599 Minsheu, A distressing, aprictamiento. 1603 Knolles 
Hist. Turks (1638) 28 He put to sea a huge fleet, .for the 
distressing of the sea towns. 1633 P. Fletcher Purple I si. 
in. xix, So when a tyrant raves, his subjects pressing, His 
gaining is their losse, his treasure their distressing. 

Distressed (distre*st,/^/. -e*sed), ppl. a. Also 
6-9 distrest. [f. prec. + -ed 1 .] Afflicted with, 
pain or trouble ; sorely troubled ; in sore straits. 

1586 B. Young Guazzo's Civ.Conv . iv. 219 Bitter teares, 
which copiouslie . . fell from my distressed eies. 1597 Hooker 
Eccl. Pol. v. lxvii. § 12 That poore distressed woman 
commyng vnto Christ. - 1601 Cornwallyes Disc. Seneca 
(1631) 43 To heare the distresseds petitions. 1632 Lithgow 
'I rav. ii. 51 Giving comfort to our distressed bodies. 1719 
De Foe Crusoe 11840) II. ii. 32 This distressed ship’s crew. 
1729 Butler Serm. Wks. 1874 II. 64 We . . compassionate 
the distressed. 1838 Thirlwall Greece IV. 311 His distrest 
countrymen. 1867 Smiles Huguenots Eng . vi. (1880) 89 
Invitations to the distressed Flemish artizans to come over 
and settle in England. 

b. Of actions or conditions : Pertaining to or 
showing distress ; in straits, sorely straitened. 

cj 592 Bacon Confer : Pleasure (1870) 22 Consider how 
benigne eare and correspondence she gaue to the distressed 
requestes of that king. 1625-49 Declar. of Chas. I, App. in 
Rushw. Hist. Coll. (1659) 1 . 1 The distressed extremities of 
Our dearest Uncle the King of Denmark. 1754 Mrs. 
Delany Let, to Mrs. Dewes 16 May, It would be unkind 
in me to leave her in the distrest way she is in. 1785 
J. Trusler Modem Times I. 168 Their poverty and dis- 
tressed situation. 

Distressedly (distre*sedli), adv. [f. prec. + 
-LY 2.] In a distressed or sorely troubled manner. 

1890 Temple Bar Mag. Aug. 466 Her poor wandering 
brain is still distressedly labouring. 1893 McCarthy Dic- 
tator L 178 Hamilton began distressedly. 1894 Temple 
Bar Mag. Cl. 199 Emma is distressedly silent. 

Distre'ssedness. [f- as prec. + -ness.] The 
quality or condition of being distressed ; distress. 

159a Wyrley^ nntorie 134 For fellowes many in distressed- 
nes Is to the -greeuance much releasment. x6i7 Hieron 
Wks. II. 380 Those extraordinary fits of distressednesse, 
with which God is pleased to exercise some of His. 1625 
Sanderson Serin. I. 133 Compassion to the poverty or 
distressedness of any. 

Bistre*sser. [f. Distress v. + -er 1 .] One 
who distresses. 

1617 Ainsworth Annot. Ps. xxiii. 5 Thou fourmshest before 
me, a table, in presence of my distressers. — A nnot. Pentat. 
Gem xiv. 20 Enemies or Distressers. 

Distressful, a. [f. Distress sb. - 1 - -pul.] Full 
of or attended with distress, (A literary and chiefly 
poetical word ; not colloquial. ) 

1. Fraught with, causing, or involving distress ; 
distressing ; painful. 

X59X Shaks. 1 Hen. VI, v. iv. 126 To ease your Countrie 
of distressefull Warre. 1604 — Oth. 1. iii. 157 Of some 
distressed 11 stroke That my youth suffer’d. 1750 Johnson 
Rambler No. 78 P 5 What is above all distressful and 
alarming, the final sentence. 1820 Scoresby Acc. Arctic 
Reg. II. 207 Night, a tempestuous sea, and crowded ice, 
must probably produce as high a degree of horror in the 
mind of the navigator, who is. .subjected to their distressful 
influence, as any.^ 1860 J. P. Kennedy Horse Shoe R . xix. 
228 Subjects of distressful uncertainty. 

fb. Attended with distress, gained by severe 
toil. Obs. rare. 

*599 Shaks. Hen. V, iv. i. 287 Who with a body fill’d, 
and vacant mind, Gets him to rest, cram'd with distressefull 
bread. 

2. Of persons, their actions, state, etc.; Full of 
distress ; marked by or indicating distress or suffer- 
ing; in great distress, sorely distressed. 

*60* Munday, etc. Downfall Earl of Huntington I. ivb, 
Looke if you see not a distresseful man, That to himselfe 
mtendeth violence. 17x5-20 Pope Iliad xvii. 293 Wide 
The field re-echo’d the distressful sound. 1781 Cowper 
Conversation 11 6 Fix on the waistcoat a distressful stare. 
x868 BnowxiKG R ing £k. ix. 969 At a safe distance, both 
distressful watch. 1883 Fortn. Rev. June 873 The most 
distressful districts lie in the west. 

Bistre*ssfully, adv. [f. prec. + -LY 2.] In 
a distressful manner ; in sore distress ; distressedly. 

*593 Nashe Christ’s T. (1613) 44 Distressefully am I 
diutded from thee. x6ixCotgr., Miserabletnent, miserably, 


wretchedly . . distressefully. *775 Johnson Let. to Mrs. 
Thrale 17 June, I am distressfully and frightfully <k af. 1879 
G. Meredith Egoist III. xiii. 284 Laetitia distressfully 
scribbled a line, .to deliver to him. 

Distre-ssfolness. [f.as prec. + -ness.] The 
quality of being distressful ; painfulness. 

1890 Sat. Rev. 23 Aug. 242/1 We cannot but smile a little 
at the vehemence of the actions., at the truly English 
distressfulness of the manner of taking amusement. 

Distre*ssing, ppl a. [f. Distress v. + 
-iNa 2 .] That distresses or causes distress ; see the 
verb. 

c 1586 Ctess Pembroke Ps. lx. vi, Against distressing foes 
Let us thy succour finde. 1719 De Fob Crusoe (L.), Under 
these distressing circumstances what could I do j <2x859 
Macaulay Hist. Eng. (1861) V. 228 The heat of a distressing 
midsummer day. 

Distressingly, adv. [f. prec. + -ly 2.] in 
a distressing manner ; distressfully, painfully. 

1786 Miss Clayton in Mrs. Deluny’s Corr. Ser. n. III. 
4n It was serious, but not distressingly so. 1865 Living- 
stone Zambesi xx. 408 Our progress up was distressingly 
slow. 1870 Proctor Other Worlds \ ii. 170 Prolonged and 
bitter frosts, contrasting so distressingly with the imagined 
geniality of his summer weather. ^ 

Distrest, var. distressed, pa. t. and pple. of Dis- 
tress v. 

Distreyne, obs. form of Distrain v. 

t Bistrrbue, V. Obs. [a. F. distribue-r, ad. 
L. dislribu-ert to Distribute.] = Distribute. 

CX477 Caxton Jason 70 b, Only for to haue distribued 
this so noble a londe. 1483 — Cato E ij b, I counceyl the. . 
that thou ne gyue ne distrybue thy goodes to thy children. 

Distrrbnend. [ad. L. distribuend-um , neut. 
of distrihiend-tis ‘ to be distributed gerundive of 
distribuere .] That which is to be distributed. 

1874 Sidgwick Meih. Ethics xi. 330 The social distribuend 
includes not merely the means of obtaining pleasurable 
passive feelings. 

Distribulanee, var. Distroublance. Obs. 
Distributable (distrrbi^tab’l), a. Also 7 
-ibl8. [f. Distribute v. + -able.] Capable of 
being distributed ; see the verb. 

1654 2 . Coke Logick (1657) 10 Words . . significative . . of 
the parts of the whole distributible. 1655 Fuller Ch. Hist. 
xi. vii. § 99 The money gathered at the offertory, distribut- 
able by the English Liturgy to the poor alone. 1823 J. Bad- 
cock Dom. A musent. 161 Imparting the full amount of the 
distributable carbon to the oxygen of the atmosphere. 
1827 Whately Logic 1 . § 5 note. He might have said that in 
such a proposition as the above the predicate is distributable, 
but not that it is actually distributed. 

Distributary (distrrbi#tari), a. and sb. [f. 
L. ppl. stem distribut- (see Distribute v.) + -ary.] 

A. adj. 1 1 . Distinct, several. Obs. 

1541 R. Copland Guydon’s Quest. CJiirnrg., For howe 
many distributary intencyons were they created ? 

2 . Distributive; ‘that distributes, or is distri- 
buted ’ (Worcester). 

1846 Worcester cites Williams. 

B. sb. Something whose function is to dis- 
tribute ; applied to branch canals distributing water 
from a main one. (Of. tributary.) 

x886 J. T. Wheeler India wider Brit. Rule 175 The 
Ganges canal ..runs along the Doab .. throwing out dis- 
tributaries at intervals. 1891 Comh. Mag. May 553 The 
great canal, of which the small channel, .was a distributary. 

t Distribute, pa. pple. Obs, Also -ut. 
[ad. L. distributes, pa. pple. of distribuere ; see 
next.] Distributed (of which it was prob. at length 
regarded as a contracted form). 

1434 E. E. Wilts (1882) 99 To be distribute among pore- 
folk. X538 Starkey England n. ii. 183 By them al byschop- 
rykys and al hye offyee of dygnyte schold be dystrybut. 
1552 A bp. Hamilton Catech. [1884) 98 To be distrubit [? dis- 
tribut] to thaim self. 1562 Wills <jr Inv. N. C. (Surtees 1835) 
203 Sex pounds thirteyne shillings forpence to be distribute 
emongst ye poore of the parishe. 

Distribute (distribiwt), v. Also 5-8 des-, 6 
dys- ; 5-6 pa. t. and pple . distribut. [f. L. dis- 
tribute ppl. stem of distribuere, f. Drs- 1, in various 
directions +tribuere to assign, grant, deliver.] 

1 . trans. To deal out or bestow in portions or 
shares among a number of recipients ; to allot or 
apportion as his share to each person of a number. 

1460 Capgrave Citron, 32 J os ue. .disposed and distribut 
the lond of behest to the pupie. 2485 Caxton Chas. Gt. 
176 There he abode thre dayes in departing & destrybut- 
yng the goodes. 1574 tr. Littleton's Tenures 30 a, To 
distribut in almes to an hundred poore men an hundred 
pence. 1613 Shaks. Hen. VIII, v. iv. 20 As much [beating] 
as one sound Cudgell of foure foote .. could distribute, I 
made no spare Sir. 1736 Butler Anal. 1. iii. Wks. 1874 I. 
60 Happiness and misery.. may sometimes be distributed 
by way of mere discipline. 2840 Hood Up Rhine 37 Pray 
distribute my kindest regards amongst all friends. 1835 
Macaulay Hist . Eng. III. 546 The doctrine generally 
received, .was that it was shameful to receive bribes, but 
that it was necessary to distribute them. 

absol. 1526-34 Tindale i Cor. vii. 17 But even as God 
hath distributed to every man . . so let him walke. x6ix 
Bible Rom. xii. 13 Distributing to the necessity of Saints. 

+ b. To dispense, administer (justice, etc.). Obs . 

1607 Shaks. Cor. iu. iii. 99 Not in the presence of dreaded 
Justice, but on the Ministers That doth distribute it. 1698 
Fboger Voy. 125 The Power of distributing Justice is 
vested in him. 1746 Jortin Chr. Relig. iii, (R.), He will 
distribute rewards and punishments, to all, proportionably 
to their behaviour in the days of their mortality. 


DISTRIBUTE. 

2 . To spread or disperse abroad through a whole 
space or over a whole surface ; properly, so that 
each part of the space or surface receives a por- 
tion ; less definitely, to spread generally,^ scatter. 
(In pass, often with reference merely to situation, 
with no idea of motion : cf. diffused, dispersed, ,} 

cx$tx x st Eng. Bk. Amer. fArb.) Introd. 33/1 They shall 
be dystributed or parted thorough all the world. 16x5 
J. Stephens Satyr. Ess. 229 A Spend-thrift ... will promise 
much and meane nothing ; for he distributes his words as 
commonly as Printers. x6ao Venner Via Recta vii. 109 
Those that are of a soft substance, are easily digested, ana 
distributed. 2736 Nature Display'd III. 431 This subtle 
and active Element [fire] is distributed in great Abundance 
all round the Earth. 1875 Ure’s Diet. Arts III. 657 
(Printing Machine) The mechanism for supplying the Ink, 
and distributing it over the form. 2889 A. R. Wallace 
Darwinism 340 Mammalia tnay be said to be universally 
distributed over the globe. 1890 Wormell Electr. in 
Serv. Man 49 On [non-sphericalj shapes electricity is not 
uniformly distributed. 

b. Said of the ramification of vessels, pipes, etc. « 

2659 Vulg. Errors Censured 32 Nerves . . divided into , . 
Filaments, distributed after a most exact order throughout 
the whole Body. 2804 Abernethy Surg. Obs. 20 The 
vessels are distributed in their usual arborescent mannef. 
1869 E. A. Parkes Bract. Hygiene (ed. 3) xs Water should 
be distributed not only to every house, but to every floor. 

3 . To divide (a whole or collective body) into 
parts having distinct characters or functions ; to 
divide and arrange. 

ISS3 Fdem Treat.- Newe Ind. (Arb.) 25 He hath in his 
courte twelue thousand; horsemen, whiche. .distribute their 
wayting dayes after this order. x6xx Bible 2 Chron. xxiii. 
18 The Leuites, whom Dauid had distributed in the house 
of the Lord, to offer the burnt o firings of the Lord. 164.3 
5 Years Jas. / in Select. Harl. Misc . (1793) 311, I will 
break and distribute the proofs. 1659 Hammond On Ps. 
civ. 8 JParaphr. 511 The earth [being] distributed into 
mountains and valleys. 17x0 Prideaux Orig. Tithes i. 13 
The Law of Moses is usually distributed into these three 
parts ; x The Moral, 2 The Ceremonial, and 3 The Judicial. 
2776 Gibbon Decl. $ F. i. That great peninsula [Spain]., 
was distributed by Augustus into three provinces. 2849 
Macaulay Hist. Eng. I. 294 The Life Guards . . were then 
distributed into three troops. 

4 . To divide and place in classes, or other divi- 
sions; to classify. 

1664 Evelyn Kal. Hort. (1729) 22 These we have dis- 
tributed into the three following Classes. 1725 W atts Logic 
L vi. § 10 A Politician distributes Mankind according to their 
civil Characters, into the Rulers and the Ruled. Ibid. n. 
ii. § 7 Propositions, .are distributed into true and false, 
1857 Henfrey Elem. Course Bot. 11. ii. § 386 By the 
Linnean plan, the Flowering plants of Britain. .are.. dis- 
tributed into 22 well-marked classes. 

+ b. Arith. - Divide. Obs. 

*593 Fale Dialling 27 b, The product 9x0x92x907 I dis- 
tribute by the whole Sine : and the quotient 910x9 giveth 
an ark 65.' 1 . 32. n ‘, the Elevation of the Meridian. 1709-29 
V. Mandey Syst. Math., Arith. x6 To Divide one N umber 
by another, or to Distribute one into another. 

5 . To separate and allocate to distinct places or 
compartments, spec, in Printing. To remove (type 
that has been ‘composed’ or set up) from the 
forme, and return each letter into its proper box 
or compartment in the case. Also absol. 

16x5 [See sense 2.] 

2683 Moxon Mech. Exerc. II. 207 The compositer seeks 
..for a riglet, a little longer than the line of the page he 
is to destribute, or else he cuts a riglet to that length (this 
riglet is called a destributing stick). 1736 Nature Dis- 
play'd III. 364 The Types .. being again distributed into 
their Boxes, serve to do the same Office to several others. 
2808 Post -Off. Law with Instruct. (U. S.), Distributing 
offices, where the postmasters open the mails addressed 
Northern, Southern etc., and distribute the letters into 
proper mails. 1888 J, Southward in Encycl. Brit, XXIII. 
701 ( Typography ) The operation of distributing the types 
is the converse of that of composing: it is de-composuig 
the forme and returning the several letters to their proper 
boxes in the case. 2891 Atheneeum 24 Oct. 558/1 The 
work is . . published in a limited edition, and the type has 
been distributed. Mod. A compositor who distributes 
rapidly. 

6. Logic. To employ (a term) in its full exten- 
sion, so that it includes every individual of the 
class. See Distribution 4 b. 

^ [1692 Aldrich A rtis Logicse End. iii. § 3.5 Quare medium 
in praemissis semel ad minimum distribui debet. ■— § 3. 12 
Distribuas medium; nec quartus terminus adsit.] 1827 
Whately Logic ii. m. § 2 The middle term.. must be dis- 
tributed once, at least, in the premises. 1847 De Morgan 
Formal Logic vii. 137. 2849 Mansel A Idrich’s Logicse 59 

To say [as Aristotle does] that the major premise in fig. 7 
must be universal, or one premise in fig, 2 negative, is 
equivalent to a rule for distributing the middle term- 1849 
Abp. Thomson Laws of Thought (i860) § 77, 130. 2864 
Bowen Logic vii. x8r. 1887 Fowler Elem, Deduct. Logic 
iv. (ed. 9) 34 All universal propositions distribute their 
subject, whereas particular propositions do not. All negative 
propositions distribute their predicate, whereas affirmative 
propositions do not. 

7 . Grammar. To make distributive (in sense). 

1876 Mason Eng. Gram. (ed. 21) § 173 b, In ‘ they loved 

each other', each is in the nominative case, in the attribu- 
tive relation to they, which it distributes in sense. 

Hence Distributed, Distributing' ppl. adjs . ; 
Distributed^ adv. Distributed term , middle 
(see sense 6 above). 

2642 Milton Ch. Govt. vi. (1851) 123 That beneficent and- 
ever distributing office of Deacons. [1692 Aldrich Art . 
Log. Rud. iii. § 3. 4 Medium non distributum est anceps.J 


DISTRIBUTEE. 


DISTRIBUTIVE 


2826 G. S. Faber Difficulties of Romanism t. iv. (1853) 114 
Adoration paid to the elements after consecration, on 
th,e avowed ground, that those, elements, jointly and 
severally, unitedly and distributedly, have now become the 
Supreme Being himself. 1827 Wh ately Log ic i. § $ A term is 
said to lie * distributed’ when it is taken universally, so as to 
stand for everything it is capable of being applied to. 1844 
Ibid, ii, m. § 2 Then the conclusion . . would have its 
predicate— the Majorterm— distributed, which was undistri- 
buted in the premiss. 1889 Spectator 9 Nov,, To avoid 
the loss of time Inherent in distributed workshops. 

Distributee*. Law. [f. prec. vb. ■+■ -ee.] A 
person to whom a share falls in the distribution of 
the estate of an intestate. 

, 1870 Pinkerton Guide 45 Where an Administrator has 
money belonging to a distributee, whose residence is known, 
it is his duty to give notice of his readiness to pay it over. 
1891 R. Linn in N. «$• Q. 3 Oct. 269 An Act of Congress 
was passed for the relief of the distributees of Col, Linn. 

Distributer; see Distributor. 
Distributable, obs. form of Distributable. 
Distributing, vb!. sb. [-ing L] The action 
of the verb Distribute ; distribution, 
t 1663 Gerbier Counsel 25 To be discreet in the distributing 
of them to some Carpenters. 1663 Roy. Proclam. 25 May in 
Pari. Rep. Seer. Comm, ( 1844) No. 582. 89 The conveying 
of letters, or the distributing of the same. 1888 J. South- 
ward in EncycL Brit. XXIII. yoi {Typography) There Js 
hardly any operation which so strikes a spectator as dis- 
tributing, for a competent distributor literally showers the 
types into their receptacles. 

• b. alt rib. 

1683 Distributing stick [see Distribute v. 5]. 1808 

Distributing office [ibid.]. 184 a Specif. Clay f Rosen- 
borg's Patent No. 9300. 2 The arranging or distributing 
machine. 1853 Specif. MitcJieTs Patent No. 1287. 5 
The types are to be taken in rows from the distribut- 
ing machine, 1874 Knight Diet. Meek. I. 710/2 The 
least that a distributing-reservoir should hold is half 
the daily demand. Ibid., Distributing -roller (Printing), 
a roller on^ the edge of an inking-table for distributing ink 
to the printing-roller. 1884 Pall Mall G. 37 Oct. 1/2 
Goods., from that distributing centre [Hong Kong] 
are sent off to almost every market in China. 1888 J. 
Southward in EncycL Brit. XXIII. 701 ( Typography ) Dis- 
tributing machines, .in which the distributing is to a certain 
extent done automatically. % 8 gx ‘ Lightning ’ Gloss. Elecir. 
Terms , Distributing Boards , large blocks of paraffined 
wood, slate or similarly insulating material upon which are 
mounted the various switches, fuses, &c., connected with 
main or branch wires. 

Distribution (distribhrjbn). [a. F. distribu- 
tion, earlier -cion ( 13 th c. in Hatz.-Darm.), ad. L. 
d 1st rib ution-em , n. of action f. distributive to Dis- 
tribute.] The action of distributing-. 

1. The action of dividing and dealing out or be- 
stowing in portions among a number of recipients ; 
apportionment, allotment. 

1382 Wyclif Heb. ii. 4 God witnessynge by sygnes, won- 
dris . . and distribucions [1388 departyngis] of the Hooly 
Gost. 1413 Pilgr. Smote (Caxton 1483) iv. xxxiv. 82 They 
taken hede of alle makynge suche distribucions, so that 
eueriche haue that hym oweth. 1538 Starkey England 11. 
ii. 183 The inequalyte of dystrybutyon of the commyn 
o'ffyceys. 1662 Stillingfl. Orig. Sacr. 1. v, § 8 Joseph . . 
made a new distribution of the whole Land. 1729 Butler 
Scrm. Wks. 1874 N. 36 All shall be set right at the final 
distribution of things. 1770 Junius Lett, xxxix. 198 The 
crown .. will lose nothing in this new distribution of power. 
1894 Times 21 Dec. 11/5 The annual distribution of prizes 
and certificates to the pupils. 

b. Pol. Econ. [a) The dispersal among con- 
sumers of commodities produced : this being, as 
opposed to production , the business of commerce. 

( b ) The division of the aggregate produce of the 
industry of any society among its individual mem- 
bers, as in ‘the unequal distribution of the fruits 
of industry 

1848-63 Mill Pol. Econ. Contents 1. ii. § 6 Labour em- 
ployed in _ the transport and distribution of the produce. 
ibid. Prelim. Remarks (1872) 12/2 The diversities in the 
distribution of wealth are still greater than in the produc- 
tion. Ibid. 14/2 The laws of Production and Distribution 
.. are the subject of the following treatise. Ibid. it. i. § 3 
A system of community of property and equal distribution 
of the produce. Mod. By the system of middlemen which 
now prevails the cost of distribution Is disproportionately 
great compared with that of production. 

2. The action of spreading abroad or dispersing 
to or over every part of a space or area ; the con- 
dition or mode of being so dispersed or located all 
over an area ; sometimes without implying actual 
dispersal from a centre. 

t In older Physiology 1 esp. before the discovery of the cir- 
culation of the blood), applied to the dispersal of the as- 
similated food to all parts of the body. 

1589 Puttenham Eng. Poesie m. xxv. (Arb.) 309 Helping 
the naturall concoction, retention, distribution, expulsion, 
and other vertues, in a weake and vnhealthie bodie. 1620 
\ enner Via Recta v. 90 It is . . hard of concoction, and of 
veryslow distribution. 1727-51 Chambers Cyd.$.v., The dis- 
tribution of the food throughout all the parts of the body, 
is one of the wonders in nature, i860 Tyndall Glac. 1, 
tii. 31 This distribution of temperature must . . have some 
influence on the shape of the [hail] stone. 1875 lire’s Diet. 
Arts III. 657 ( Printing-machine j There are three or four 
small rollers of distribution ., by [a] compound movement 
they are enabled . . to effect a perfect distribution of the 
ink along the table. 1877 Huxley Anat. Invert. 19 Certain 
areas of the earth’s surface: are inhabited by groups of 
animals and plants which are not found elsewhere . . Such 
areas are termed Provinces of Distribution. 1885 David- 
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son Logic of Definition x.296 This Order ..has such and 
such a geographical distribution. 1889 A. R. Wallace 
Darwinism 340 How animals apd plants have acquired 
their present peculiarities of distribution. 

8. The oiderly dividing of a mass or collective 
body into parts with distinctive characters or func- 
tions; the orderly arrangement of the parts into 
which any whole is divided ; division and arrange- 
ment ; classification. 

1605 Bacon A dv. Learn. 1. vl. § 5 (1873) 45 So in the dis- 
tribution of days we see the day wherein God did rest and 
contemplate his own works, was blessed, 1668 Hale Pref. 
to Rollers A bridgm. 6 The Common-Law . . wants method, 
order, and apt distributions. 2712 J. J ames ti \ Le Blond s 
Gardening 201 Care should be taken in this Distribution, 
that the Fountains he disposed in such manner, that they 
may be seen almost all at a time. 2790; Burke Fr. Rev- 
Pref. 4 A commodious division and distribution of his 
matter. 2856 Emerson Eng. Traits, R dig. Wks. (Bohn) 
II. 96 The distribution of land into parishes, 
b. concr. A division. 

1829 Southey 0 . Newman vii. Omitting The minor dis- 
tributions (which are many And barbarous all) suffice it to 
name these, .the Pequods first; The Narhagansets [etc.]. 

4. Logic, fa. In the earlier English writers used 
for what is now called Division, i.e. the logical 
division of a genus (a logical whole) into the 
several species included under it ; less properly, 
the partition of a whole into the integral or con- 
stituent parts contained in it. Gbs. 

2588 Fraunce Landers Log. 1. xiiL 56 b, A distribution's 
when the whole is distributed into his partes. 1628 T. 
Spencer Logick 243 When we say, a man hath two parts, 
soule and bodie; Living Creatures are reasonable, and vn- 
reasonable, then we make a distribution. 1698 Norris 
Pract. Disc. (1707) IV. 194 Then he would have given us 
a full distribution of Immorality, to which all the instances 
of it might be reduced. 1725 Watts Logic 1. vi. § io_ The 
word distribution is most properly used, when we distin- 
guish an universal whole into several kinds of species. 

b. More recently, after Scholastic usage of Latin 
distribuere, distributio : The application of a term 
to each and all of the several individual instances 
included in its denotation or extension ; the accep- 
tation of a term in a general sense including every 
individual to which it is applicable. 

Said of a term qualified explicitly or implicitly by such 
marks of universality [signa universalia) as all, each , every, 
any, etc. ; the one simple common term being treated as 
‘distributed’ over all its significates ; e. g. in every man, 
the term man is spread out over, of dispersed among, this, 
that, and every other individual man. 

This use of distributio (which turns on the question dis- 
cussed in Plato, Farm. 130 seqq.), first appears in the 
Schoolmen of the 13th cent.,' as Shyreswod, and especially 
Petrus Hispanus (1226-1277], of whose Summnlse the 7th 
chapter deals with the properties of terms, including Dis- 
tribution, as appendix to the exposition of the Organon, 
and with special reference to the solution of sophisms. 
The term apparently came into English logic through the 
medium of Aldrich; see Distribute v. 6. 

(The speculation in Latham’s Johnson s, v. Distributed is 
wholly gratuitous, and ignores the history of the word.) 

[c 1250 Petrus Hisp. Summulse vii. 5. 1 Distributio est 
multiplicatio termini communis per signum universale facta, 
ut cum dicitur ‘omnis homo’, iste terminus ‘homo’ dis- 
tribuitur sive confunditur pro quolibet suo inferiori.] 1827 
Whately Logic i. § 5 l AU food or every kind of food, are 
expressions which imply the distribution of the term ‘ food 
* some food * would imply its non-distribution. 2849 M ansel 
Aldrich's Logicae iii. § 3. 4 note, Distribution is not an 
Aristotelian term. It forms part of what the Schoolmen 
call parva logicalia ; a kind of appendix to analyses of the 
Organon; containing matters, some evolved from.. Aris- 
totle, others complete innovations . . The. syllogistic rules 
concerning distribution are of course implied in Aristotle’s 
account of each figure, though not enumerated separately, 
as common to all. 1864 Bowen Logic v. 126 The distribu- 
tion of the Subject depends upon the Quantity of the Judg- 
ment. 2887 Fowler Elent. Deduct. Logic (ed. 9) iv. 34 The 
distribution or non -distribution of an attributive, as 1 human ’, 

‘ red;’, etc., follows that of the corresponding common term, 

‘ human being * red thing etc. 

5. Rhet. (See quots.) 

*553. T. Wilson Rhet. (1567) 95 a, It is also called a dis- 
tribution, when we deuide the whole into seuerall partes, 
and saie we haue fower pointes, wherof we purpose to 
speake, comprehending our whole talke within compasse of 
the same. 1727- 51 Chambers CycL, Distribution, in 
rhetoric, is a kind of description; or a figure whereby an 
orderly division and enumeration is made of the principal 
qualities of a subject. / 

6 . Arch. The arrangement of the several parts of 
a building, esp. of the interior divisions or apart- 
ments. (Cf. Disposition i d.) 

[1624 Wotton Arch it. 120 Distributio is that vsefull 
Casting of all Koomes for Office, Entertainement, or Plea- 
sure, which .1 haue handled before.] 2727-51 Chambers 
Cycl, Distribution of the plan, denotes the dividing, and 
dispensing the several parts, and members, which compose 
the plan of a building. 2876 Gyvilt EncycL Arckit. § 2489 
Distribution and disposition are the first objects that should 
engage the architect’s attention, even of him whose great 
aim is to strike the attention by ornament, which can never 
please unless its source can be traced to the most conve- 
nient and economical distribution of the leading parts. 

7. Printing, The action or process of distributing 
type: see Distribute v. 5 . 

1727-51 Chambers CycL Distribution, in printing, the 
taking a form asunder, separating the letters, and disposing 
them in the cases again^ each in its proper cell. 1875 lire’s 
Diet. Arts III. 651 Distribution is performed four times 
faster than composition. 


8 . Steam-engine. * The steps or operations by 
which steam is supplied to and withdrawn from 
the cylinder at each stroke of the piston ; viz., ad- 
mission, suppression or cutting off, release or ex- 
haust, and compression of exhaust steam prior to 
the, next Admission’ (Webster 1864 ). 
Distributional, a. [f. prec. + -al.] Of or 
pertaining to distribution, esp. to the geographical 
distribution of animals or plants. 

2864 Huxley Led. Compar. Anat. i. 2 The student of 
the geographical distribution of animals . . would . . dispose 
the contents of a Zoological Museum in a totally different 
manner : basing his classification not upon organs, but on 
distributional assemblages. . 1880 .A. .R. Wallace 1 st. Life 
H. xix. 399 The mode of solving distributional problems. 

t Distribu’tioner. Obs. [f. as prec. + -er ^ 2 .] 
One who makes distribution ; a distributor. 

2650 Elderfield Tytkes 34 The only, .distributioner that 
hath both given and setled several men in their several 
proprieties. Ibid. 43 Distributioners of property. 

Distribu’tionist. rare . [f. as prec. + - 1 ST.] 
One who advocates a system of distribution. 

2836 Dickens Sk. Boz (1837) I* 6 9 The disiributionists 
trembled, for their popularity was at stake. 
Distributival (distrubrntarval), a. Gram. [f. 
Distributive + -al : cf. adjectival .] Of or per- 

taining to a distributive. 

2868 Key Phi lot Ess. 4 > In the passages .. referred to, 
the distributival sense [of ava] seems to prevail. 

Distributive (distri*bh/tiv\ a. and sb. [a. F. 
distributif, -ive, ad. L. distribute- us (Priseian) ap- 
portioning, f. distribute ppl. stem: see Distribute.] 

1. Having the property of distributing ; charac- 
terized by dispensing, bestowing, or dealing out, 
in portions ; given to or engaged in distribution. 

Distributive finding of the issue : a finding by a jury 
which is in part for plaintiff and in part for defendant 
(Wharton Law Lexicon ). 

2475 Bk. Noblesse 85 Wolde . . God that every harde 
covetouse hert were of suche largesse and distributif of 
here meveable good and tresoure to the comon wele. 2732 
Berkeley Alciphr. nr. § 14 To endeavour to destroy the 
belief of. .a distributive Providence. 1821 Blackw. Mag, IX. 
323 A ready ‘ Shelty ’ stands in waiting by, Around the board 
distributive to fly. # 1837 Carlyle Fr. Rev. III. in. i. (1872) 100 
The distributive Citoyennesareof violentspeechandgesture, 

2. Characterized by distributing or diffusing itself ; 
having a tendency to diffusion. 

2627-77 Feltbam Resolves 1. Ixxxvi. 132 Wisdom and 
Science are worth nothing, unless they be distributive, and 
declare themselves to the world. Wealth in a Misers hand 
is useless. 2873 B. Stewart Consert). Force iv. 106 If we 
reflect that heat is essentially distributive in its nature. 

3. Of, belonging to, or arising from, distribution. 

2626 Surfl. & Markh. Country Farme 363 The distri- 

butiue vertue of the Trees being occupied about many, 
must needs haue the lesse for euevie one, whereas when it 
hath but a few to feed, it dealeth the more bountifully. 
2772 Contemplative Man I. 60 All the Sisters agreed., 
that Mrs. Barnes’s distributive Share of her Father’s Effects 
should be entrusted to Mr. Grab. 2813 G. Edwards Meas. 
True Pol. 23 A Local Agency appropriated to each dis- 
tributive circle of the Kingdom. 2879 Daily News 26 Apr. 
3/6 To use .. the profits derived' from the distributive 
business on manufacturing industry, 

b. Distributive justice, one of the two divisions 
of Justice, according to Aristotle (the other being 
Commutative) ; that which consists in the distribu- 
tion of something in shares proportionate to the 
deserts of each among the several parties. 

[The old Latin version of Aristotle’s Ethics c 1250 renders 
Btavefj.rj 7 iKw Sdaiov by distributivum justnm ; Aquinas, 
in his commentary on the text, has disiribuiiva justiria.] 

1532 Elyot Gov. iii, i, Justice ..is ., described in two 
kynaes or spices. The one is named iustyce distributee, 
which is in distribution of honour, money, benefite, or 
other thinge semblable . .Justice distributiue hathe regarde 
to the persone. 1581 J. Bell H addon's Answ. Osor. 192 
Neither doth God therfore offend injustice distributive, 
if he have mercy on whom hee will have mercy : or if hee 
doe harden whom he will harden. 2586 T. B. La Primand. 
Fr. Acad. 1. 370 Distributive justice consisteth in giving 
to everie one according to his desert, whether it be honor 
and dignitie, or punishment, a 2680 Butler Rem. (1759) 1 1. 
4S8 Nature . . in her distributive Justice endeavours to deal 
as equally as possibly she can with all Men. 2792 Paine 
Rights of Man (ed. 4) 74 Their ideas of distributive justice 
are corrupted at the very source. 

C. Hence, applied to that part of substantive 
law, which is concerned with the determination of 
rights, as distinguished from the corrective, penal, 
or vindicative part. 

2652 Hobbes Govt, 4 - Soc. xiv. § 6. 216 The civill Law 
(according to the two offices of the Legislator, whereof one 
is to judge; the other to constrain men to acquiesce to his 
judgements) hath two parts ; the one distributive, the other 
vindicative, or penall. By the distributive it is, that every 
man hath his proper Right. Ibid. § y The first of them [parts 
of a Law] which is called distributive, is Prohibitory, and 
speaks to all, the second which is styled vindicative, or 
pos nary, is mandatory, and onely speaks to publique 
Ministers. 2678 Young Sernt. at Whitehall 29 Dec. 7 The 
Civilians distinguishing a Law into parts, the Preceptive 
Part, which enjoyns the Duty, and the Distributive Part, 
which assigns the Punishment or the Reward. ■ 

4. Expressing distribution or division among in- 
dividuals ; spec, in Gram. Having reference to each 
individual of a number or class, as distinguished 
from tlie whole number taken together. 
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DISTRICT. 


DISTRIBUTIVELY. 

Distributive adjectives, the words each, either , neither , 
every (the three first of which cam also be used prono- 
minally). Distributive numerals , in Latin, s/nguli , one 
by one, /w//, two by two, etc. 

1520 Whitinton Vulg. (1527) 5 b, Nownes distributives : 
as nullus, neuter. 1530 Palsgr. In trod. 29, I speke also 
amongest the pronownes of nownes partityves and dis- 
tiibutyves as tout, nnl .. ckascun. a 1653 Gouge Comm . 
Jleb. i. 5 The distributive particle which (unto winch of 
tlie Angels) implieth a numher of Angels. 1818 48 Hallam 
Mid. Ages (1872) II. 359 Dr. Lingard has clearly appre- 
hended . . the distributive character of the words eorl and 
a'orl. 1824 L. Murray Eng. Gram. (ed. 5) I. 247 The dis- 
tributive adjective pronouns, each, every, either, agree 
with the nouns and verbs, of the singular number only. 
i 38 i E. Adams Elem. Eng. Lang. 68 Distributive numerals 
signify how many at a time. There are no separate forms 
to" express them in English. 

5. Logic. Referring to each individual of a class 
separately, and not to the whole class as made up 
of these individuals. Opposed to collective . 

1725 Watts Logic m. iii. § 1 This sort of sophisms is 
committed when the word all is taken in a collective and 
a distributive sense, without a due distinction. 1863 E. V. 
Neale Anal. Th. <S* Nat. 253 A defect .. pointed out by 
t he sagacity of Sir William Hamilton, namely, the absence 
of the distributive words * all ’ or * some,’ in the predicates 
of its formal judgments. 

6. Math. Operating (or expressing operation) 
upon every part in operating upon the whole; 
as distributive formula , function , operation , prin- 
ciple, symbol. 

1855 Carmichael Calculus 0/ Operations 8 A symbol 3» is 
said to be distributive when, u and v being two distinct 
subjects, <t> (u+ 57>=4> u +'!>?'. Ibid. 11 Any algebraic func- 
tion of a distributive symbol is itself also distributive. 

■ B, sb. 1. Gram. A distributive word : see A. 4. 
1530 Palsgr. 74 Pronownes, unto whiche I joyne , . parti- 
tyves, distributyves and numeralles. 1612 Brinsley Eos. 
Parts (1669) 102 All Relatives, Interrogatives, Distribu- 
tives, Indefinites, .do lack the Vocative case. 1874 Morris 
Hist. Eng. Gram. 98 Distributives express how many at 
a time, as one by one , one and one, by twos, two each , etc. 
f 2. That which is distributed. Obs. 

*1x635 Naunton Fragm. Reg. (Arb.) 52 Parents . . though 
they may expresse more affection to one in the abundance 
of bequests, yet cannot forget some Legacies, just distribu- 
tives, and dividents to others of their begetting. 

Distributively (distrrbk/tivli), adv. [f. prec. 
+ -ly *\] In a distributive manner or sense, 
a. By way or by means of distribution. 

1626 T. H. Cans sin's Holy Crt. 42 He . . distributiuely 
sowed it, vpon all the creatures of the earth. x66o Milton 
Free Commw. (1851) 450 Communicating the natural heat of 
Government and Culture more distributively to all. .parts. 

h. Law. So as to be distributed between two 
parties, each obtaining part of his plea. 

1848 Wharton Law Lex. 187^ There are cases in which 
an issue may be found distributively, i. e. in part for plain- 
tiff and in part for defendant. 

C. In relation to each individual of a numher 
separately ; opposed to collectively. 

1597 Hooker Eccl. Pol. v. xlviii. § 12 Wee cannot be free 
from all sinne collectiuely . . yet distributiuely . . all great 
and grieuous actuall offences . . may and ought to be . . 
auoyded. 1652 T. Whitfield Doctr. Armin. 66 The word 
all is here to bee taken not distributively for every parti- 
cular man, but collectively for all sorts, states, and con- 
ditions of men. 1697 tr. Burgersdicius his Logic \ 11. xxvL 
123 This Fallacy consists in the Word All, which if Collec- 
tively taken, the Major indeed will be true, but the Minor 
false. If the Word AU is taken Distributively, the Major 
will be false. 1876 Bancroft Hist. U. S. V. xlviii. 75 In 
Parliament, as the common council, the whole empire was 
represented collectively, though not distributively. 1889 
Illingworth Probl. Pain in Lux Mundi (ed. 10) 114 The 
mass of animal suffering ..is felt distributively. # No one 
animal suffers more because a million suffer likewise. 

d. Logic. In a sense in which the term is applied 
to each and every individual of a class. See Dis- 
tribution- 4 b. 

1843 Mill Logic 1. iv. §4. 1 14 When a general name 
stands for each and every individual which it is a name of, 
or in other words, which it denotes, it is said by logicians 
to be distributed, or taken distributively. 1864 Bowen 
Logic v. § 2 {1870) 12 x A Universal Judgment is one in 
which the Predicate is affirmed of the whole Subject taken 
distributively. Thus all men (i.e. each . and every man) 
arc mortal. 

Bistri'foutiveness. [f. as prec. + -ness.] 
The quality of being distributive. 

^ xGSx Fell Dr. Hammond § 2 (T.) That practice [of carv- 
ing at the table} had another more immediate cause, a 
natural distributiveness of humour, and a desire to be 
employed in the relief of every kind of want of every person. 
1884 Sir C. Bowen in Law Times Rep. LII. 163/2 A great 
many other sections, where distributiveness is necessary. 

Distributor (distrrbiz/tai). Also 6 -our, 6-9 
-er. [orig. f. Distribute v. p -er ; conformed to 
L. distributor , agent-n. f. distribute ; cf. F. dis- 
trict feur (14th c. in Hatz.-Darm.),] One who 
distributes ; see the verb. 

1526 Pilgr. A Perf (W. de W.) n. xxxi, 105 b, So true & 
feythfull a distributer of the counselles & graces of god. 
*54? Udall, etc. Erasm. Par. Matt. iii. 17 (R.) My 
derelye beloued sonne, the . . distributer of my goodnes 
towardps you. ^ 1^78 Chr. Prayers in Priv. Prayers (1851) 
559 Faithful distributours of right and justice to the poor 
commons of this Realm. 26x4 B. Jonson Barth. Fair v. 
it, A deuourer, in stead of a distributer of the alms. X738 
W arburton Div. Legat. I. 70 The equal Distributer of 
Rewards and Punishments. 1752 Johnson Rambler No. 
204 f 2 Seged. . the distributor of the waters of the Nile. 


18E4 H. Spencer m Con temp. Rev . July 42 Entire classes of 
producers and distributors, which have arisen through divi- 
sion of labour. 2888 [see Distributing}. 

b. That which distributes ; an appliance for ■ 
distributing. 

1853 CataE R. Agric. Sac. Show 76 The best broadcast 
manure distributor exhibited. 1864 Jrnl. R. Agric. Soc. 
XXV. 11. 525 Put manure on with distributor. i88x Huxley 
in Nature No. 615. 345 The parts of the machine are merely 
passive distributors of that power. 

f c. Applied by Puttenham to the figure of speech 
whereby the elements of a description, or the like, 
are set forth one by one. Obs. 

1589 Puttenham Eng. Pocsie iii. xix. (Arb.> 230 A figure 
very meete for Orators . . when we may . . vtter a matter 
in one entier speach . . and will rather do it peecemeale and 
by distribution of euery part .. and therefore I name him 
the distributor. Marg. Merismus, or the Distributer. 
Hence Distri butorship, office of distributor. 

2825 Ne'iu Monthly Mag. XVI. 60 How did he get his 
stamp distributorship ? 

Distri-butory, a. rare. * Distributive a. (3). 

1827 Jarman Powells Devises II. 209 Until her distribu- 
tory share were exhausted. 

Distrrbutress. [f. Distributor + -ess.] 
A female distributor. 

1632 J. Hayward tr. BiondPs Eromena 85 Being so 
bountifull a distributresse of your courtesies. 1634 Sir T. 
Hawkins tr . Manzinis Pol. Observ. 28 Discretion ought to 
be the distributresse of these treasures. 1830 Blackw. Mag. 
XXVII. 423 The fair distributress. 

+ Bi'Stricate, V. Obs. rare — °. [f. DlS- 1 + 

L. tricse perplexities, embarrassments : after extri- 
cate .] = Disintricate. So t Districa-tiou. 

2632 Sherwood, To districate, cxtriqner. x 6$6 Blount 
Glossogr., Districate , to rid out of trouble or incumbrance. 
1658 Phillips, Districation, a ridding out of trouble. 

t Distrrct, a. Obs. [ad. L . district-ns severe, 
strict, pa. pple. of distring ire to draw asunder, 
strain : see Distrain and Strict.] Strict, strin- 
gent, rigorous ; severe ; exact. 

1526 Pilgr. Perf. (W. de W. 1531) 263 b, Impossyble to 
perseuer & contynue in thy district or sharpe exercyse of 
veitues. 1583 Stubbes Anat. Abus. 1. (1877) 46 Aristotle 
is so district in this point. 1656 Sanderson Serin. Pref. 
(1689)61 The most diligent, district, and unpartiul search. 
1700 H. J.Salvab. Heathen 26 A Righteousness consisting 
in a Condecency of his Goodness and Mercy, and not in the 
Rule of his district Holiness. 

District (drstrikt), sb. [a. F. district (16th c. 
in Littre) ad. med.L. distnet-us (1) the constraining 
and restraining of offenders, the exercise of justice, 
(2) the power of exercising justice in a certain terri- 
tory, jurisdiction, (3) the territory under the juris- 
diction of a feudal lord ; f. L. district- ppl. stem 
of distringere : see Distrain. 

(The explanation of the 17th c. legal antiquaries, ‘ the 
territory within which the lord may distrain ', is much 
narrower than the notion involved in districtus.)] 
f 1 . Law. The territory under the jurisdiction of 
a feudal lord. Obs. 

x6ix Cotcr., District, a district ; the liberties, or precincts 
of a place; the territorie, or circuit of countrey, within 
which a Lord, or his Officers may iudge, compell, or call 
in question, the inhabitants. [2642 Termes de la Ley 125 
Districtus > is sometimes used for the circuit or territory, 
within which a man may be thus compelled to appeared 
2670 Blount Law Diet., District, is the place in which 
a Man hath the power of distraining, or the Circuit or 
Territory wherein one may be compelled to appear. . Where 
we say. Hors de son Fee, others say, Extra districium 
suum. 

2 . A portion of territory marked off or defined 
for some special administrative or official pur- 
pose, or as the sphere of a particular officer or 
administrative body civil or ecclesiastical; e.g. a 
police , postal, or registration district ; the Metro- 
politan district, London postal district, that of a 
Local Board or Urban Sattitary Authority. 

1664 Jer. Taylor Dissuas. Popery 1, n. § 1 (R.) The de- 
crees of general councils bind not but as they are accepted 
by the several churches in their respective districts and 
diocesses. 27x2 Addison Sped. No. 403 f 2 The several 
Districts and Parishes of London and Westminster. 1834 
S. Gobat Abyssinia 367 As soon as the son of a great man 
has learned to read., his father gives him a district of 
a greater or less extent. 2847 Act it> Viet. c. 15 § 43 Any 
offence which shall take place within the Metropolitan 
Police District. x86x Flo. Nightingale Nursing 28 In 
healthy ‘ registration’ districts, the mortality is low. 

3 . spec. a. in England ; A division of a parish, 
having its own church or chapel and resident 
clergyman, constituted under the Church Building 
Acts, from 58 Geo. Ill, c. 45 onwards. Hence 
district chapel \ church, parish. (See Chapel 3 b.) 
Peel district', an ecclesiastical division formed 
under 6 and 7 Victoria, c. 37, 4 having a minister 
licensed by the bishop and vested with limited 
powers V 

These ecclesiastical districts originally constituted per- 
petual curacies ; they are now mostly for ecclesiastical pur- 
poses distinct parishes, being vicarages or rectories according 
to the status of the benefice out of which they have been 
taken. ’ 

18x8 Act 58 Geo. Ill, e. 45 § 21 In any case in which the 
said Commissioners shall be of opinion that it is not ex- 
pedient to divide any populous Parish or Extra Parochial 
Place into such complete, separate, and distinct Parishes as 


aforesaid, but that, it is expedient to divide tlhe same into 
such Ecclesiastical Districts as they.. may deem necessary 
for the Purpose of affording Accommodation for the attending 
Divine Service, .to Persons residing therein. Ibid. § 24'] he 
churches and chapels respectively assigned to such Dis- 
tricts shall, when duly consecrated for that Purpose, become 
and be the District Parish Churches of such District 
Parishes, 1822 Act 3 Geo. IV, c. 72 § 10 To act on the 
Vestry of such District or Division, and of the Church or 
Chapel th ereof. 1855 Timijs Curiosities of London (1867), 
St. Peter’s, Saffron-hill, a district church of St. Andrews, 
Holborn. 1856 Walbran Ripon, etc. no A district parish 
has .. been assigned to this Church. x866 J. M. Dale 
Clergyman's Legal Iiandbk. (ed. 4' 34 Upon the new 
church being consecrated in the Peel district, it becomes a 
‘new parish for ecclesiastical purposes ’. Ibid. 35 The 
patronage of the Peel districts and parishes, until otherwise 
assigned, rests with the Crown and the bishop alternately. 

L). One of the urban or rural subdivisions of a 
county, constituted by the Local Government Act of 
1894, and having an Urban or Rural District Coun cil. 

1895 Whitaker' s Almanac 667 (Parish Councils Act) The 
whole country will be divided into districts, some of which 
are borough urban districts, some urban districts other than 
Boroughs, and some rural districts, each of which will have 
its own council. Rural districts in most cases comprise 
a large number of parishes. Ibid. 669 Rural districts are 
those areas which occupy the whole of the country outside 
London other than so much as is included in any borough 
or any other urban district. 

e. In British India: A division or subdivision of 
a province or presidency, constituting the most 
important unit of civil administration, having at 
its head an officer called 4 Magist rate and Collector ’, 
or e Deputy- Commissioner b It corresponds to the 
Zillah of earlier times. 

Generally, four or more ‘districts ’ constitute a ' division * 
under a * commissioner but in Madras presidency the 
districts themselves are the primary divisions. 

2776 Trial Jos. Fcnvke 2 2 (Stanf.) Having a demand on 
the Dewan of the Calcutta District for .. 26,000 rupees. 
x8x8 Jas. Mill Brit. India (1840) V. 422 (Y.) In each 
district, that is in the language of the country, each Zillah . . 
a Zillah Court was established. 2848 G. Wyatt Reyelat , 
Orderly (1849) 67 The Planters, .in the Chumparan district. 
2885 Hunter Imp. Gas. India IV. 416 Farakh£bad bears 
the reputation of being one of the healthiest Districts in the 
Doab. 1886 Yule & Burnell Anglo-Ind. Gloss . 749 
Zillah . . is the technical name for the administrative dis- 
tricts into which British India is divided, each of which has 
in the older provinces a Collector, or Collector and Magis- 
trate combined, a Session Judge, &c., and in the newer 
provinces, such as the Punjab, .a Deputy Commissioner. 

d. In U.S. used in various specific and local 
senses: e.g. a political division — election con- 
stituency, as an assembly, congressional, or senate 
district . 

In some States the chief subdivision of a county (civil, 
magisterial , militia , justices district), called, in other 
States tmvnships or towns. Formerly, in South Carolina = 
county; elsewhere, a division of a State containing several 
counties. Also, a division of the country, directly under the 
control of Congress, and having no elective franchise, as 
the federal District of Columbia; the District of Alaska 
(formerly Russian America). 

1800 M. Cutler in Life, fruls. <$* Corr. (1888) II. 40 
Much said about my being elected member fir this district 
in Congress. 2802 R. Brookes Gazetteer (ed. 12), 
Fayette , a district of N. Carolina, comprehending the 
counties of Moore, Cumberland, Sampson, Richmond, 
Robeson, and Anson. Fayetteville, a town of N. Carolina, 
in Cumberland county, capital of the district of Fayette. 
1809 Kendall Trav. I. ii. 10 The town-proper was of 
course^ the collection of dwellings; but, in the vulgar ac- 
ceptation the same word embraced the entire district or 
township. 2890 M. Townsend U.S. xj& The District of 
Columbia (including the national capital of Washington) ; 
the District of Alaska. 

e. The portion of country or of a town allotted 
to or occupied by any person as the sphere of his 
operations; particularly, a section of a parish 
allotted to a lay ‘visitor’, working under the 
clergyman. 

1863 Mrs. Carlyle Lett. III. 162 Visiting about in their 
* district and attending all sorts of meetings. 2888 A T. 
Quiller-Couch in Echoes fr. Oxford Mag. (2800) 104 
There's no one to visit your ‘district’ Or make Mother 
Tettleby’s soup. Mod. For this purpose the town has been 
divided into districts, and two canvassers appointed to each. 

4 . Any tract of coun try, usually of vaguely defined, 
limits, having some common characteristics ; a 
region, locality, t quarter’. 

1712 Blackmore Creation n. (R.) These districts which 
between the tropics He .. Were thought an uninhabitable 
seat. 2776 Gibbon Dect. % F. i, The most extensive and 
flourishing district, westward of Mount Taurus and the 
f river Halys, was dignified by the Romans with the exclix- 
1 sive title of Asia. 2865 Lyell Elem. Geol. (ed. 6) 79 Dis- 
; tricts composed of argillaceous and sandy formations. 1889 
A. R. Wallace Darivinism 222 Species [of birds) which 
inhabit open districts are usually protectively coloured. 
Mod. The roughest carriage road in the Lake district. A 
manufacturing district ; a purely agricultural district. 

1 5 . fig. Sphere of operation; province, scope. 

! (In quot. 1704 used in pi.— limits, bounds.) Obs. 
rare . ■ ^ ^ 

[1677 Hale Prim. Orig \ Man. 1. i. 28 This Principle of 
[ Life, Sense, and Intellection in Man called the Soul, hath 
the Body as its Province and Districtus, wherein it exer* 
ciseth these Faculties and Operations.} 1704 Swift Mech. 
Operai . Spirit Misc. (1721) 283 The first and the last of 
these I understand to come within the Districts of xny 
Subject. 
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0 . attrib. and Comb. , in sense *o f, belonging' to, 
or allotted to a particular district’ ; as district- 
chapel, church , parish : see 3 a. ; district-judge, 
school t -superintendent , - surveyor , - visitor (whence 
district-visit (humorous). District-attorney 
(U.S.\ the local prosecuting officer of a district; 
district-council, the local council of. an Urban or 
Rural District as constituted by the Parish Coun- 
cils Act of 1 894 ; hence district-councillor ; 
district-court (U.S.), a court of limited jurisdic- 
tion, having cognizance of certain causes within a 
district, presided over by a district-judge. 

1802 A. Hamilton IVks. (1886) VII. 301 It abolishes the 
District Courts of Tennessee and Kentucky. 1823 P. 
Nicholson Pract, Build. 368 The District-Surveyors are 
elected by the Magistrates. 1828 Webster, District-judge, 
the judge of a district court. District-school, a school 
within a certain district of a town .New England. 1833 P- J* 
Shore Notes Indian Affairs (x% 37) I. 136 There were 
kazees . . who may be designated district judges. 1839 
Act 2 8c 3 Viet. c. 93 An Act for the Establishment of County 
and District Constables. 1855 Act 18 & 19 Viet. c. 122 § 49 
There shall be paid to the district surveyors . . such other 
fees .. as may from time to time be directed by the Metro- 
politan Board of Works. 1867 Smyth Sailor's Word-bk ,, 
District Orders, those issued by a general commanding 
a district. 1870 Miss Bridgman Ro. Lynne I, iv. 43 * What 
are the duties of a district-visitor ? . ‘ She scolds the men 

for frequenting public-houses, abuses the women for being 
idle and slatternly.’ Ibid. 44 When I am ill, I shall . . be 
‘district-visited’. 1885 Minutes Wesleyan Conference 370 
The Chairmen of Districts in their several District meet- 
ings. 1888 Bryce A mer. Commw. II. u. xllx. 255 The 
local prosecuting officer, called the district attorney. 1889 
G. Findlay Eng. Railway 14 In the more important dis- 
tricts the District Superintendents are relieved of the man- 
agement of the goods business by 4 District Goods Managers’. 
1894 Times 19* Dec. 6/3 Returned at the head of the poll 
for the urban district council . .The village shoe-maker heads 
the poll for both the parish and the rural district council. 
1893 Whitaker's A hnanac 669 {Parish Councils Act) Urban 
District Councils are but urban sanitary authorities under 
a new name, and elected on the same system as town 
councils in boroughs. Rural District. Councils are a new 
body, and take over the functions which guardians of the 
poor, acting as rural sanitary authorities, discharged in 
rural sanitary districts. Ibid. 670 The elections of guardians, 
and of urban and rural district councillors, are to take 
place under rules issued by the Local Government Board. 

Bi'Strict, v. [f. prec. sb.] trans. To divide or 
organize into districts. Hence Drstricting vbl. sb. 

1828 Webster, Districted , divided into districts or definite 
portions. Districting, dividing into limited or definite por- 
tions. 1833 Motley Dutch Ref . Introd. xii. (1866) 40 The 
Netherlands like other countries are districted and farmed. 
1869 Daily News 2 Sept., The town is in the hands of 
certain groups of lawyers, and is districted by them. 1882 
Ibid. 16 June 3/4 Towns must be districted between them 
[electric-lighting Companies] as London is between gas 
and water Companies, 1888 in Bryce A mer. Commw. II. 
App. 648 Until such districting as herein provided for shall 
be made. 1891 W. K. Brooks A mer. Oyster 195 , 1 believe 
that the districting plan is neither a real remedy nor the 
best method for arresting the destruction. 

t Bistri’ction. Obs. [a. OF. distinction 
rigour, severity, arbitrary control (Godef.), ad. L. 
distriction-em , n. of action f. dlstringfre : see Dis- 
train, District ai] Strictness, severity, rigour. 

c 1430 tr. De Imitatione in. x, I }aue all, & I wol haue 
all ayen, & wij> districcion I require fiankinges. a 1631 
Donne Sefpi, John v. 22 (1634) 10 .Earthly judges have 
their districtions, and so their restrictions; some things 
they cannot know. 1660 R. Coke Power $ Snbj. 191 
Justice and Secular distriction are necessary for the most 
part in Divine Laws and Secular Institutes. 

[The erroneous sense 4 Sudden display ’ in J., copied in later 
Diets., is founded on a mistaken quotation of distinction 
as distriction in 1697 Collier Ess. Mor. Snbj. n. xii. 1x8.] 

t Distri’Ctly, adv. Obs. [f. District a. + 
-lt -.] Strictly, stringently, severely. 

1565-87 tr. Pope Urban s Let . in Foxe A. <4 M. (1596) 218 
(R.; We send our mandats again vnto your brotherhood . . 
districtue. .commanding you, that [etc.], a 1663 J. Good- 
win Filled w. the Spirit (1867) 124 They.. would not have 
been so districtly and austerely abstemious. 1678 H. More 
Lett. Sev. Subjects (1694) 28 He.. has not had leisure to 
observe things so closely and districtly. 

t Bistrixtness. Obs. rare. [f. as prec. + 
-ness.] Strictness, precision, exactitude. 

1586 A, Day Eng. Secretary 11. (1625) 59 [It] challengeth 
no such districtnesse..as was required in the other. Ibid. 
no, I doe in all things commend fidelity and trust to be 
performed where by districtnesse it is challenged. 

Bistri'ctuaif a. rare. [f. med.L. distridu-s 
District + -al.] Of or belonging to a district. 

1849 J. M. Kemble Saxons in En^. II. 106 We find no 
traces of any districtual or missatic authority to whom these 
officers could account. 

+Distri*fe. Obs. rare. [f. Dis- 1 or 5 -1- Strife.] 

Strife, contention. 

c 1450 Merlin 536 He wolde not haue . . distrif be-twene hem 
two. 

II Bistringas (distri*9gses). Law. [a. L. dis- 
tringas 4 thou shalt distrain 2 pers. pres. subj. of 
distringtre , in med.L. sense, being the first word 
of the writ.] The name of a writ directing the 
sheriff to distrain in various cases. 

The main forms are, in Common Law : a. The distringas 
to compel appearance, where defendant has a place of resi- 
dence in England or Wales, b. The distringas in detinue , 
to compel the defendant to deliver goods by distresses upon 
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his chattels. C. Distringas juratores, empowering the 
sheriff to distrain defaulting jurors to compel their appear- 
ance. In Equity: d. A process issued against a corporation 
aggregate in cases of disobedience to the summons or direc- 
tions of the court, e. An order of the Chancery Court by 
which the Bank of England or other public company is 
restrained from permitting a transfer of stock or shares m 
which a party claims to be interested, or from paying any 
dividend on it. . 

1467 Ord. Worcester m Eng. Gilds 391 That no seriaunt [ take] 
of eny citizen for servynge of a venire facias, habeas corpore 
and destringas, for alle but vj d. 1607 JdLmvvE.TOH.Phccniy 
11. iii. Wks. 1885 I. 157 Get your distringas out as soon as 
you can for a jury. 2641 Art. agst. Sir II. Davenport in 
Rushw. Hist. Colt, in, (1692) I. 336 Writs of Distringas . . 

. .directed to the several High Sheriffs of the said County 
of York ; whereby the said Sheriffs were commanded further 
to distrain the said James Maleverer to appear as aforesaid. 
1641 Termesde la Ley 125 Distringas is a Writ directed to 
the Sheriffe or any other officer, commanding him to dis- 
treine for a debt to the King, &c. or for his appearing at 
a day. 1714 Scroggs Courts-Leet (ed. 3) 172 An Attach- 
ment or Distringas to attach his Goods. 1768 Blackstone 
Comm. III. xxvxi. (Jod.), The process against a body cor- 
porate is by distringas to distrain them by their goods and 
chattels, rents, and profits, till they shall obey the summons 
or directions of the court. 1837 .J- T. Smith Parish 50 A 
distringas shall issue against the inhabitants to make them 
repair it [bridge, highway etc.]. 

Hence Distringas v. trans., to restrain by a 
distringas. 

1895 Law Times XCIX. 533/2. 

ii Bistrix (drstriksj. Med. [mod.H, £ Gr. Sts 
twice (Dl- 1 ) + Qpi£ hair.] A disease of the hair, 
in which it splits and divides at the end. 

iSix in Hooper Med. Did. 35822 J. M. Good Study 
Med. (1834) IV. 517 The terms athrix and distrix . . express 
two of the species under this genus. 

Distrou, distrowe, etc., obs. ffi Destroy. 

+ Bistron-Hance. Obs. Forms : 5 distro- 
blans, -troybulance, -trublance, 5-6 -trou.- 
blance, -tribulance. [f. next + -ance ; prob. 
after a corresponding F. fi rm : cf. the earlier Dis- 
turblance.] Disturbance, molestation. 

a 1400 Burgh Laws 1 . (Sc. Stat. I) Na greyff nor na 
distroblans [molest in], c 1425 Wyntoun Cron. vtn. xtiv. 4 
Makand fellown Distroy balance. 1487 Jas. Ill Let . in 
C. Innes Sk. Early Sc. Hist. (1S61) 393 Mak him nane 
impediment, letting nor distroublance. 15 . . Exam. IV. 
Thorpe in Arb. Garner VI. 80 They , . may . . be the 
more fervent [when] that all their outward vvits be closed 
from all outward seeing and hearing, and from all dis- 
troublance and lettings. 1372 in Muniments Burgh of 
Irvine (1891) II. 17 The saidis provest and baillies . .sail . . 
cognosce and decerne thair apoun the wrang and distribu- 
lance of the burgh. 

t Distroirble, v. Obs. Also des-, dys- 
-troble, -trowbel, -truble, -trubill, -trybul. 
[ME. a. OF. destrobler , -troubler, f. des-, L, dis- -f- 
trobler, troubler to Trouble. An etymologically 
earlier OF. form of the latter was iorbler , turbler , 
iourbler (:— L. *turbula.re), whence the earlier 
ME. type desturble, -tourble, Disturble. Trouble 
had become at an early date the prevalent form 
of the simple vb., and distrouble gradually super- 
seded disturble , but itself scarcely survived to 1600. 
Sc. distrybul, distribulance , etc., were app. asso- 
ciated withL. tribulare to afflict, oppress.] 
trans . To disturb, trouble greatly, 
c 1369 Chaucer Dethe Blauncke 524, I am ryght soryyif 
I have oughte Destroubled yow out of your thoughte. 
c 1375 Sc. Leg. Saints \ A lexis 421 f>u has distrybulyt me. 
a 1400-50^ A lexandcr 3x67* As wawes of J?e wild see when 
wynd paim distrobles. 14x3 Pilgr. Sowle (Caxton 1483) 

iii. iv. 53 Thus haue ye by your fals confederacy destroubled 
my Royamme, CX500 Lancelot 1292 Furth he goith, dis- 
trublit in his hart. 1563 Golding Ovid's Met. xrn. (1593) 
320 A brooke with raine distroubled new. 1609 Skene 
Reg. May. 101 , 1 defend.. that na man distrouble this court 
vnla wfullie, vnder the paine that may follow. [W. Ten- 
nant Papistry Storm'd (1827) 102 Me had thir Lollards no 
distrubill’d My denner had been nearly doubl’d.] 

Hence f Distroirbled ppl. a., f Distroirbling 
vbl. sb. 

1375 Barbour Brtice v. 216 The persy . . went vith thaim 
..his castell till, Vithout distrowbilling or 111 . 1491 Caxton 
Vitas Pair. (W. de W. 1495) 1. xliv. 75 a /i She. .bathe noo 
dystrowblynge ne empeshement. 1590 Spenser F. Q. iii. 

iv. 12 Coosen passions of distroubled spright. 
+BistrOU*bIe, sb. Obs. rare. [f. prec. vb.] Dis- 
turbance, molestation. 

c 1450 Merlin 545 No distrouble thei ne hadde till thei 
com to Roestok. 1483 Caxton Gold, Leg. 306/1 To eon- 
strayne Impedymentes & destroubles [L. infestantia\. 

t Bistrou’bler. Obs. [f. prec. v. + -ER : cf. 
Distubbler.] One who troubles or disturbs. 

c 1440 Prontp. Parv. 123/2 Dystrobelar of j>e pece [v.r. 
dlsturbelyr], turbator, ferturbator. 13.. Exam. W. 
Thorpe in Arb. Garner VI. 56 All such distroublers of 
Holy Church. 

Distrue, distruie, obs. ff. Destroy. 
t Bistru’SS, v. Obs. [ad. OF. destrousser to 
unpack (mod.F. ditrousser to unfasten), f. des- 
(Dis- 4) + trousser to pack, Truss.] 
trans. To strip or plunder ; hence, to defeat, rout. 
Alsoj^. 

c 1430 Lydg. Bochas vi. vi. (1554) 144 a, The distrussing 
of hys cliiualrie. Ibid. vi. ix. (1554) 155 a, Pompey . . Dis- 
trusted was, by sodeyn death. X476 Sir J. Paston in 
Poston Lett, No. 776 III. 162 The Swechys. .berded hym 
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at an onsett place, and hathe dystrussyd hym. 1527 St, 
Papers Hen. VIII, I. 238 Mon r Mont had dis trussed, taken, 
and brent 2 grete carrikes of Ieane [Genoa], 
b. To seize or carry off as plunder. 

1548 Hall Chron., Hen. VIII, (an. 5) (1800) 539 So the! 
distrussed the yxetailes and caused Sir Nicholas Vaux .. to 
flei toward Guisnes. 

Bistrust (distnrst), sb. [f. Dis- 9 + Trust 
sb . ; cf. next,] Absence or want of trust ; lack of 
confidence, faith, or reliance ; doubt, suspicion. 

13x3 More in Grafton Chron. (1568) II. 809 Eche. in such, 
hatred and distrust of other. 1581 Pettie Guazzo’s Civ. 
Conv. 1. 19 b, Through distrust in himselfe, or for some 
other defect. 1659 B. Harris Iron Age 291 The Ger- 
mans, by their dissentions, and distrusts, have very much 
weakned the Empire. 1752 Johnson Rambler No. 104 
F 10. So little distrust has my pupil of his own abilities. 
1798 Southey Sonnets xi, Beware a speedy friend, the 
Arabian said, And wisely was it he advised distrust. 1849 
Macaulay Hist. Eng. I. 258 A deep mutual distrust which 
had been many years growing.. made a treaty impossible. 

b. The fact of being distrusted ; loss of credit. 

1667 Milton P. L. xi. 166 To mee reproach Rather belongs, 

distrust and all dispraise. 

c. Breach of trust, the proving false to trust. 

1667 Milton P. L. ix. 6 Foul distrust and breach Dis- 
loyal on the part of Man, revolt, And disobedience. 

Distrust (distn? st), V. [f. Dis- 6 + Trust v. ; 
peril, after L. diffidere. F ound intrans. in Lydgate, 
but app. not in ordinary use till the 16th c.] 

+1. intr. a. with of: To have a doubt or dread, 
of; to suspect. [Cf. OF. difier deb] Obs. 

1430 Lydg. Chron. Troyy vi, I durst not, distrustyng of 
myschyefe, Accomplyshe (t whan it came to the prefe. 
f b. with of, in, to : To be without confidence in. 
1376 Fleming Panopl. Epist. 25 To write more touching 
this point, I . . am ashamed, least I should seerne to distrust 
of your wisedome. 1582 N. Lichefield tr. Castanheda's 
Cong. E. InelAxxi. 144 Howe sadde and heauie . . he went 
away distrusting in the victory, 1634 E. Codrington tr. 
Ivstine 231 Distrusting to their arms. Ibid., Distrusting 
to the Macedons. 1671 H. M. tr. Colloq, Erasnt. 208 Dis- 
trusting in mine own strength, I wholly rely upon him. 

f e. with for : To doubt or fear for the safety 
of. Obs . 

1693 Mem. CL Teckely 1. 3 rnarg.. The Hungarians dis- 
trust for ’their Civil Priviledges. 

2 . trans. To do the opposite of trusting; to 
withhold trust or confidence from ; to put no trust 
in, or reliance on, the statements or evidence of. 

1548 Udall, etc. Erasrn . Par. Matt. v. (R.), He y* 
requiretky’ othe doeth distrust that other partie. x6ox Shaks. 
Twel. N. iv. iii. 13, I am readie to distrust mine eyes, And 
wrangle with my reason that perswades me To any other 
trust. 17x0 Berkeley Princ. Hum. Knowl. § 88 We see 
philosophers distrust their senses, and doubt of the existence 
of heaven and earth. 1776 Gibbon Decl. <$■ F. I. xix. 506 
He feared his generals, and distrusted his ministers. 1830 
Prescott Peru II. 241 Any one who has occasion to com- 
pare his narrative with that of contemporary writers will 
find frequent cause to distrust it. 

absol. 1602 Shaks. Ham. m. ii. 175 Though I distrust, 
Discomfort you (my Lord) it nothing must. 

b. To entertain doubts concerning; to call in 
question’, the reality, validity, or genuineness of ; 
not to rely upon. 

1586 A. Day Eng. Secret ary 1. (1625) 87 Thy knownegood 
will. .assureth me not to distrust the same at thy hands. 
x6xx Bible 2 Macc. ix. 22 Not distrusting mine health, but 
hauing great hope to escape this sicknes. 1781 Gibbon Decl. 

F. ill. 63 A tyrant, whose. .officers appeared to distrust, 
either the justice, or the success, of his arms. 1873 Jowett 
Plato (ed. 2) I. 28, I altogether distrust my own power of 
determining this. 

f G. with inf. Not to trust, to have no con- 
fidence. Obs. 

1626 C. Potter tr. Sarfls Hist. Quarrels 144 The Pope, 
distrusting; to obtaine from Spaine that which he desired. 
1643 Milton Afol. Smed. Wks. 1738 I. 103, I shall not 
distrust to be acquitted of presumption. 

f 4 . with infin. phr. or clause ; To have suspi- 
cion ; to suspect. Obs. 

1628 Wither Brit. Rememb. Pref. 190 Distrust, that we 
discry their secret’st plots. x 65 o F. Brooke tr. Le Blanc's 
Trav. 292 The Arabians, whom he distrusted to be of his 
nephews party. X707 Curios, in Husb. $ Card. 331, I dis- 
trust that Monconys had added something of his own to 
what Kircherus told him. 

Hence Distrusted ppl. a., Distru*sting vbl. sb. 
and ppl. a. 

X549 Coverdale, etc. Erasrn. Par. Jas. i. 6 (R.), Let him 
ask without distrusting, without doubt or wauenng. x6ix 
Florio, Sfidato, challenged, defied, distrusted. 16x4 Bp. 
Hall Recoil. 'Treat. 97 A base and distrusting mind. x6sx 
Jer. Taylor Holy Dying iv. § 1 (R.), God hath created the 
physician for thine [need] : therefore use him . . without 
uncivil distrustings. 1837 Robt. Wilson Pleas. Piety it. 
34 Distrusting Man ! Behold this marvellous sight. 

Distrxrster. [f. prec. vb. + -er ».] One who 
distrusts. 

1636 Henshaw Horae Succ. 127 When our Saviour would 
put to silence the distrusters of his time. 1889 Forum (U. S.) 
Jan. 502 Distrusters of human nature. 1893 Westrn . Gaz. 
22 Nov. 7 '2 Distrusters of trades unions. 

Distrustful (distrustful), a. [f. Distrust 

rib -f -FITL.] 

1 . Full of or marked by distrust in oneself or 
others ; wanting in confidence, diffident ; doubtful, 
suspicious, incredulous. 

1391 Shaks. i Hen. VI, 1. ii. 127 Distrustfull Recreants, 
Fig lit till the last gaspe : lie be your guard, a x6oo Hooker 
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Serm. Faith in. Elect Wks. 1888 III. 473 By distrustful and 
doubtful apprehending of that, which we ought stedfastly to 
believe. 1654 Trapp Comm . Fs. xxvii. 1 Faith fortieth the 
heart against distrustful fears. 1748 Chksterf. Lett. (1792) 
II. clxi. 82 Being justly distrustful that men in general look 
upon them in a trifling light. 1810 Southey Kehmna vj. vi, 
Distrustful of the sight, She moves not, fearing to disturb 
The deep and full delight. 1856 Kane A ret. Expl . II. x. 103, 
I became, .distrustful as to the chance of our ever living to 
gain the open water. 

2 , Causing or giving rise to distrust (Cf. suspi- 
cious, fearful, doubtful , in analogous use.) rare. 

1618 Hist. F. Warbeck in Select. Harl. Misc. (1793) 70 
Loth to remain amongst such distrustful enemies, he quietly 
returned to his most assured friend, the lady Margaret. 
1685 Land, Gaz. No. 2100/5 In despight of all Turbulent, 
Seditious, and Distrustful Principles. 1840 Dickens Old C. 
Shop xv, Places that had shown ugly and distrustful all 
night long, now wore a smile. 

Distrustfully, adv. [f. prec. + -ly 2 .] In 
a distrustful manner; with distrust ; suspiciously. 

2612 Cotgr., S ouspeqonncusemeu f, suspitiously, distrust- 
fully. x6iz T. Taylor Comm. Titus ii. 12 Neither be so 
distrustfully prouident, as though thou hadst no father to 
prouide for thee. _ 2653 Milton Psalms m. 5 Many are they 
That of my life distrustfully thus say, * No help for him in 
God there lies'. 1859 Dickens T. Two Cities 1. ii, The 
guard.. and the two other passengers eyed him distrust- 
fully. 

Distru*stfuluess. [f. as prec. + -ness.] 
The quality or state of being distrustful; want of 
confidence, diffidence ; suspiciousness. 

1577 tr * Ballinger* s Decades (1592) 500 Originall sinne, that 
is tiie hatred of God. .foolishnesse, distrustfulnesse, despera- 
tion. 1631 Gouge God's Arrozvs in. § 80. 336 Distrustful- 
nesse, and doubting of good successe. x86oW. Collins 
Worn. White m. iv. 444 Whom the ceaseless distrustfulness 
of their governments had followed privately. 

t Bistru’stiness. 06 s. rare- 1 , ff. an as- 
sumed adj. *distrusty (f. Dis- 10 + Trusty) + 
-ness.] -prec. 

2579 Twyne Phisicke agst. Fort. n. cxix. 321 a, He applied 
him selfe vnto the want of fayth in him, with whom he com- 
muned, or the distrustinesse of the time in which he lined. 

t Bistru'stless, a. Obs. [f. Distrust sb. + 
-LESS.] Void of distrust, doubt, or suspicion ; 
conddent; unsuspecting. 

2622 Speed Hist. Gt. Brit. ix. vizi. § 48 [This] made him 
distrustlesse of attaining easily his wished successe. 2615 
G. Sandys Trav. iv. 234 Droue the distrustlesse Turkes .. 
into the sterne. 1728 Morgan Algiers I. Pref. 13 Distrust- 
less Hans was seized on. a 1763 Shenstone Economy x. 66 
Poets.. distrustless, scorn the treasured gold. 

Distruy(e, distrye, obs. iorms of Destroy. 
Distning, var. Distingue v. Obs. 

Distune (disti/rn), v. [f. Dis- 6 or 7 + Tune.] 
trans. To put out of tune. Hence Distuned 
ppl. a. 

CX484 Caxton Lyfe Our Ladye Div/2 (R. Supp.), The 
clapper of his distuned belle. 1598 Sylvester Du Bartas 
XI. x. Furies Argt., Their Harmonie dis-tuned by His iarre. 
2664 J. Wilson Andronicns Comnenizts 11 iii, Distune a 
viol, And you may set it to what tone you please. 1755 
Pearsall Contempt. Harvest (ed. 2) I. 177 His harp., dis- 
tuned in every string. 1887 Swinburne Locrine iv. i. 209 
A broken chord Whose jar distunes the music. 

Jig. 1586 A. Day Eng. Secretary 1. (1625) 96 Where the 
spirits are so distuned. 1667 Flavel Saint Indeed \ 1754) 94 
It [anger] distunes the spirit for duty. x8ox Lamb % Wooavil 
iv, O most distuned and distempered world. 1887 Swin- 
burne Locrine 1. i. 292 What thought distempers and 
distunes thy woe ? 

Disturb (disi»\ib), v. Forms: 3-6 des-, dys-, 
4-6 dis-, -torbe, -tourbe, -turbe, 6 cUstowrb, 
-tmb, -troub, 6- disturb. [ME. destorben, 
destourben, a. OF. destorbe~r, -turbe-r, -tourbe-r, — 
Pr., OSp. destorbar (Sp . disturbar), It. disturbare , 
sturbare L. disturbare to throw into disorder, 
disturb, f. Dis- 5 + iurbdre to disorder, disturb, f. 
turba tumult, turmoil, crowd.] 

I. trans. To agitate and destroy (quiet, peace, 
rest); to break up the quiet, tranquillity, or rest of (a 
person, a country, etc.) ; to stir up, trouble, disquiet. 

czzga Beket 1268 in S. Eng. Leg. 142 A destaunce bare 
is i-sproungue, li^tliche in Engelonde, Pat destourbez al J?at 
loud. 2297 R» Glouc (1724) 90 pe kynges neuew, J?o he 
herde pis, Was wro|b> and destourbede al court y wys. 
1387 Trevisa Higden (Rolls) II. 347 Jupiter pat was ful 
cruel and desturhed J?e pees. 1467 in Eng. Gilds (1870) 408 
Wherby the kynges pes be dysturbed. 1530 Palsgr. 522/1, 
I have a sewte to you, but 1 dare nat distourbe you. Ibid. 
523/1, 1 distroube, I troubyll. 1592 Shaks. Rom. 4 Jnl. 1. i. 
98 Three ciuill Broyles. .Haue thrice disturb’d the quiet of 
our streets. 1697 Dryden Virg. Georg, xv. 279 No buzzing 
Sounds disturb their Golden Sleep, 2702 De Foe True-born 
Eng. 1. 9 No Nonconforming Sects disturb his Reign. 1882 
Pebody Eng. Journalism xxili. 185 Burmah was disturbed, 
and a correspondent was instantly despatched to Mandalay. 
1883 Marq. Salisbury Speech 4 Nov., Lord Granville says 
that I have disturbed the Sleeping lion. 

b. To throw into a state of physical agitation, 
commotion, or disorder ; to agitate. 

*599 H. Buttes Dyets drie Dinner B iij, Mulberries .. 
Breede winde : disturbe the stomacke. 1650 H. Vaughan 
Silex Scint. 1. (1858) 105 The famous fan Purging the floor 
which chaff disturbs. 2665 Sir T. Herbert Trav. (1677) 24 
The sea raged and seemed disturbed as it is under London- 
bridge. 18x7-18 Shelley' Rosalind 4- H. 838 Like an image 
in the lake Which rains disturb. 

C. To move anything irom its settled condition 
or position ; to unsettle. 


2 664 Evelyn Kal. Hort. (1729) 2x5 Disturb not their 
i Beds, but hand-weed them. 28x5 Shelley Alastor 261 
With lightning eyes, and eager breath, and feet Disturbing 
not the drifted snow. 2856 Emerson Eng. Traits , Lit. 
Wks. (Bohn) II. 103 A strong common sense, which it is 
not easy to unseat or disturb, marks the English mind for 
a thousand years. Mod. Do not disturb the plants after they 
show signs of bloom. Plant it in some permanent position 
where it will not be disturbed. 

2 . To agitate mentally, discompose the peace of 
mind or calmness of (any one) ; to trouble, perplex. 

c t$o$ Edmund Conf. 369 in E. E. P. (18,62) 80 per ne ful 
no3t a reynes drope to desturbi a manes mod. 1382 Wyclif 
j Ecu. vii. 8 [7] Chaleng disturbeth [isSSdisturblith] the wise 
man. a 1400-50 Alexander 5159 pan was ser Candoile in 
pat cas kenely distourbid. 1567 Drant Horace Epist. vi. 

C viij, Both parties are distrubde with feare. 1684 R. H. 
School Recreat. 85 Let not this or any other Pastime dis- 
turb your Minds. 1752 Johnson Rambler No. 204 T 13 
Having been first disturbed by a dream, he afterwards 
grieved that a dream could disturb him. 1856 Froude H ist. 
Eng. (1858) I. ii. 150 She was not a person who would have 
been disturbed by the loss of a few Court vanities. 

8. To interfere with the settled course or operation 
of ; to put out of its coarse ; to interrupt, derange, 
hinder, frustrate. 

cxzgo Beket t$ovs\S. Eng, Leg. 1. 117 pe lone was euere gret 
i-nou3 bi-tweone seint thomas And pe Kinge, for-to Pe feond 
destourbede hit, alias ! c 1380 Sir Ferumb. 2456 pe pef per ri^t 
scholde haue leyen by ys lef, Nad he come po as god wolde 
& distorbed pat myschef. c 1400 Maundkv. (Roxb ) xxi. 98 
Men may ga sanely and sikerly thurgh his land and naman 
be so hardy to disturbe pam. 15x3 More in Grafton Chron. 
(1568) II. 788 She devised to disturbe this mariage. 1626 
Bacon Sfvcc% 224 Sounds that moue in Oblique and Arcuate 
Lines must needs encounter and Disturbe the one the 
other. 2784 Cowper Task n. 492 Praise. . Is oft too welcome, 
and may much disturb The bias of the purpose. 1875 Jowett 
Plaio (ed. 2) IV. 42 In a mathematical demonstration an error 
in the original number disturbs the whole calculation which 
follows. 1883 Sir W. Williams in Law Times Rep. XLIX. 
139/2 No sufficient grounds have been shown for disturbing 
that judgment or for granting a new trial. 

f b. with inf. To hinder by interference. Obs. 

c 2386 Chaucer Melzb . T 11 He is a fool that destourbeth 
the mooder to wepen in the deeth of hire childe, til sche 
haue wept hir fille, as for a certein tyme. c 2391 — Astrol. 

1. § 2 This ring rennyth . . in so Rowm a space that hit dis- 
turbith na,t the instrument to hangen aftur his rihte centre. 

1 4 . With of from : To deprive of; to drive, turn, 
or draw away from , by disturbance. Obs. 

a 1225 Ancr. R. 162 He . . pet no muruhSe, ne noise, ne 
prung of folc ne muhte letten him of his beoden, ne disturben 
him of his god. c 1305 Edmund Conf. 417 in E. E. P. < 1862) 

82 Ne let noman in gon To desturbi me of mie stuclie. c 1386 
Chaucer Pard. Frol. 4- T. 12 lEllesxn.) That no man be so 
boold. .Me to destourbe [so Hengwrt, Corpus , Harl 7334; 
Lansd. destorble, Bodl. 686 distrouble] of Cristes hooly 
werk. 1658 Rowland Moufefs Pheat, Ins. 899 Bees are 
most patient of labour in the day time, but most impatient 
of being scared in the night, and of being disturbed of their 
i*est. 1667 Milton P. L. i. 168 So as perhaps Shall grieve 
him. .and disturb His inmost counsels from their destind aim. 

b. Law. To deprive of the peaceful enjoyment 
or possession of. See Distuhbancb 4. 

[2292 Britton ii. xxv. § i, Ceux qi de commune sount 
engittez ou destourbez. transl. Those who are ejected or 
disturbed of their common.] 2541 Act 33 Hen . Fill, c. 32 
The vicar of the parishe . . wolde now disturbe the said 
tenauntes and inhabitauntes of their saide parishe church. 
1865 Nichols Britton I. 285 If one of the parceners be 
ejected or disturbed of his seisin. 1870 Fisher Digest Rep, 
Cases II. 33x9 An action against a stranger for disturbing 
the plaintiff in his pew. 

+ Distirrb, sb. Obs. [f. the vb.] An act of 
disturbing ; a thing that disturbs ; disturbance. 

[1594 Shaks. Rich. Ill, iv. ii. 73 Foes to my Rest, and my 
sweet sleepes disturbers [Of, disturbes],} 2597 Daniel Civ. 
Wars vi. xivii, From all Disturbs to be so Jong kept free. 
x(557 Milton P. L. vi. 549 Instant without disturb they took 
Allarm, And onward move Embattelld, 

Disturbance (distiribans), [a. OF. destor- 
bance, desiour-, destur- (I2th c. in Godef.), f. des- 
tourber to Distubb : see -ance.] The action of 
disturbing or fact of being disturbed. 

1 . The interruption and breaking up of tranquil- 
lity, peace, rest, or settled condition ; agitation 
(physical, social, or political). 

1297 R. Glouc. (1724) 436 pe erl Tebaude de Bleys, .dys- 
toitrbed pe peys, And poru Kyng Henryes rede made des- 
tourbance. 1398 Trevisa Barth. Dc P. R. xvii. clxxxvi. 
(1495) 727 Of suche dystourbance and stryfe and contrary- 
nesse comyth stronge boyllyng and dureth vnto the hete hath 
maystry. 1467 Ord. Worcester in Eng. Gilds 388 Disturb- , 
aunce of the seid pease. 1576 Fleming Panopl. Epist. 334 
That bee mi^ht live quietly in Rome : for. .some there were 
that sought his disturbaunee. 2662 J. Davies tr. M andelslo's 
Trav. 256 Such as tend to the disturbance of the publick 
peace. 2665 Sir T. Herbert Trav, (1677) 30 The Sea was 
. . smooth, and no disturbance by wind to curl the waves, 
or to make it frothy, 2741-2 H. Walpole Lett . H. Mann 
(1834) I. xviii. 63 The, .election passed without any disturb- 
ance. 1855 Bain Senses 4* lut. 1 , ii: § 2 In most cases of bodily 
irritation we can assign the place or seat of the disturbance. 
2860 Tyndall Glac. 1. vii. 49 The slightest disturbance was 
sufficient to bring them down. 

b. with a and pi. : An instance of this ; spec, a 
breach of public peace, a tumult, an uproar, an out- 
break of disorder. 

Atmospheric disturbance , a change in atmospheric condi- 
tions putting an end to calm weather. . 

2297 R. Glouc. (2724) 514 Tho bigan ther, in this lend 
a newe destourhance. 2598 Florio, S turbo, sturbamento , 
a trouble, a vexation, a disturbance. 2608 Shaks. Per. hi. 


xi. 37, I can speak of the disturbances That nature works, 
and of her cures. 1667 Milton P. L. x. 897 Innumerable 
Disturbances on Earth through Femal snares. 2844 H. H. 
Wilson Brit, India II. 98 With their apprehension the dis- 
turbances ceased, 1875 Chamb. Jrul. cxxxm. 8 Telegraphic 
intelligence of storms or atmospheric disturbances. 1880 
Daily Hews 30 Oct., A disturbance will arrive on the North 
British and. Norwegian Coasts . .attended by. .strong winds 
or gales, rain or snow. 

2. Interruption of mental tranquillity or equani- 
mity ; mental agitation, excitement, discomposure. 

2387 Trevisa Higden (Rolls) III. 207 (Matz.) Pictagoras 
wip harpe and strong es cessede pe destourbaunce of wittes. 
1398 — Barth . De P. R. v. v. (1495) xo8 In the eyen is 
seen and knowen the distourbaunce and gladnesse of the 
soule. 2576 F lem 1 ng Panopl. Epist. 204 To any ones dis- 
turbaunce and vexation. 2665 Sir T. Herbert Trav. 
(1677) 23 To allure the hearts of greedy men, to afford them 
disturbance. 2752 Johnson Rambler No. 126 ? 7 One 
whose reigning disturbance was the dread of house-breakers. 
2858 J. Martinkau Stud. Chr. 271 The dislike felt by the 
comfortable classes towards the trouble of thought and the 
disturbance of thought. 

8. Interference w th the regular or due course or 
continuance of any action or process ; molestation. 

c 2340 Cursor M. 7700 (Trim) Saul sou3te daxnd to quelle 
Often fel so pe chaunce Was pere but goddes disturbaunee. 
1393 Gower Co/tJ. I.x8i Envie.. began to travaile In dis- 
turbaunce of this spousaile. 0:400 Beryn 3981 A. saff con- 
dit . . That he may com & pas withouten disturbaunee. 1513 
More in Grafton Chron. II. (.1568) 766 This demeanor 
attempted, .against the king., in the disturbance of his 
coroRation. 1578 T. N. tr. Cong. W. India 102 To withstand 
his men from disturbance of his enterprise. 17x1 Addison 
vS feet. No. 262 T 6 That he may let the ship sail on without 
disturbance. 2851 Ruskin Stones Feu. (1874) I. xx. 218 We 
are to follow the labour of Nature, but not her disturbance. 

4 . Law. 'Scequot. 1765-9.) 

[1292 Britton 11. xi. § 7 Et ausi est home disseisi quel 
houre qe Iy ou sa meyne soit destourbe de user sa peissible 
seisine par autre qi i cleyme fraunc tenement par teles des- 
tourbances.j 2598 Child Marriages 164 He, the said Robert 
Fletcher, shall . . enioie the same shop as tenant. . without the 
lett or disturbans of the said John Allen, his executors, or 
Assignes. 1623 Sir H. Finch Law (1636) 291 An assise 
which may bee either of his owne or his ancestors possession 
called an assise of darrein presentment is upon a disturbance 
when himselfe or his ancestor did last present 2765-9 
Blackstone (Mason), Disturbance is a wrong; done to some 
incorporeal hereditament, by hindering or disquieting the 
owners in their regular, and lawful enjoyment of it. 1768 
— Comm. 1 1 1. 236 Disturbance of franchises happens, when 
a man has the franchise of holding a court-leet, of keeping a 
fair or market [etc ] and he is disturbed or incommoded in 
the lawful exercise thereof. 1848 Wharton Law. Lex. % 
Disturbance .. There are five sorts of this injury, viz., dis- 
turbance of (x) franchise, (2) common, (3) ways, (4) tenure, 
and (;,) patronage. 

f Distu'rbancy. Obs. rare. [f. prec. or next : 
see -ancy.J Condition or state of disturbance. 

1597 Daniel Civ. Wars vm. xeix, As exiles even from your 
homes You live pevpetuail in disturbaney. 1603 — Epist. 
Poems { 2717 ) 350 Some Hearts are blinded so, that they 
Have divers Doors whereby they may let out Their Wills 
abroad without Disturbaney. 

Bisturfeant (dist^ubant), a. and sb. [ad. L. 
dislurbdnt-em , pr. pple. of disturbare to Distubb; 
see -ant. Cf. AK. destourbantl\ 

A. adj. That disturbs ; agitating, disquieting. 

<22627 Bayne On Eph. (r 658) 12 Disturbant aberrations 

deprived us of all peace. 1645 A rraignm. Persecution 30 
Their Religion though different was not disturbant to the 
State. 1702 C. Mather Magn. Chr. vii. ii. (1853) II. 497 
These things were . disturbant and offensive. 2829 Southey 
(). Newman ix, Had they from such disturbant thoughts 
been free. 2856 Ruskin Mod. Paint. III. iv. iv. § 12. 52 
The fantasy which I have just been blaming as disturbant 
of the simplicity of faith. 

B. sb. One who disturbs ; a disturber, a. Law. 
^Disturber 2. 

2865 Nichols Britton II. 172 In cases of contumacy; as, 
where the tenant or the disturbant [/<? tenannt ou le des - 
to urban l) appears in court, and contemptuously departs, 
b. = Disturber i. 

X894 Catholic News 16 June 7/2 The disturbants gained 
admission to the park by a wicket. 

lienee f Distwrbantly adv., by way of disturb- 
ance. Obs. 

a 1617 Bayne On Eph. (1658) 238 They are not able dis- 
turbant ly to assail us. 

+ Bisturba-tion. Obs. [ad. L. disturbed ion- 
em t n. oi action irom disturbare to Disturb.] The 
action of disturbing ; = Disturbance. 

2529 Will of Sir J. Digby , Leicesfersh. (MS.) Without 
lett or interruption or disturbacon of the said John Digby. 
2590 R. Hichcock Quintessence Wit 54 b, To deliuer their 
owne kingdomes from those disturbations. 2658 A. Fox 
Wurts ’ Surg. 11. v. 59 Tarrying would /prove.. prejudicial 
to the wounded, by reason of his bleeding, and other dis- 
turbations. . ^ 

Distu rbative, a- rare. [f. L. disturbed- ppl. 
stem + -jlvb ; see -ative.] Of disturbing tendency 
or character. 

2842 Miss Costello Pilgr. A uvergne I. 77 Our journey, 
independently of the disturbative character of our driver, 
was pleasant. 2846 — Tour Venice 243 Monza, which 
formerly had a monastic character of quiet silence, is now 
noisy and disturbative. 

Disturbed (di>t£i*ibd, -ed), ppl. a. [f. Disturb 
v. + -ed !.] Disquieted; agiiated; having the 
settled state, order, or position interfered with. 

1592 Shaks. Ven. Ad. 340 He. .Looks on the dull earth 
with disturbed mind. 2602 — Jut. C. 1. iii. 40 This dis- 
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turbed Skie is not to walk in. 1763 Scrafton Indosfan 
(1770) 50 He bad ever after a disturbed imagination. 1830 
D’Israeli Chets. /, III. i. 9 Four years of a disturbed reign 
bad taught the Sovereign some lessons. 1838 J. W. Choker 
in C. Papers (1884) II. xx. 323 Rheumatism in his neck .. 
gives him a disturbed air. 2860 Tyndall Glac. n. xviL 315 
Crevasses, .in the more disturbed portions of glaciers. 

Hence Distwrbedly (-edli) adv . ; Bistu*rbe&- 
uess. 

1731 Bailey (ed. 5), Distnrbedly, interruptedly. Ibid. , 
Disturbedness, disorderliness, interruption. 1807 Southey 
Espriella’s Lett. III. 339 The dog is uneasy . . and the cat 
wanders disturbedly from room to room. 

Disturbed (distiiubai). Also 3-5 -our, 6-9 -or. 
[ME. a. AF. destourbour = OF. desiorbeor :—\j, 
type *disturhaior-em, agent-11, from disturbdre to 
Disturb.] 

■ I. A person or thing that disturbs, disquiets, or 
interferes with, peace or quiet ; one who causes 
tumult or disorder ; a troubler. 

CX290 Beket 1102 in S. Eng. Leg. 1 . 138 He was fals and 
for-swore : and destourbour of pe londe. 1548 Act 2 & 3 
Edw. VI, c. 23. § 2 Inflicting all such Pains upon the Dis- 
obedients and Disturbers [of matrimony]. 1588 Shaks. 
Tit. A. iv. iv. 6 How euer these disturbers of our peace 
Buz in the peoples eares. 1674 R. Godfrey Ini. $ Ab. 
Physic 8 That are rather disturbers than aiders of Nature. 
1709 Wycherley Let. to Popes Apr., There I can have you 
without Rivals or Disturbers. 1764 Wesley Jrnl. 10 Sept., 
Only one^ man, a common disturber, behaved amiss. 1883 
Froude in Conlemp. Rev. XLIV. 14 Little inclined., to 
favour a disturber of the public peace, 

2. Law. (also disturber .) One who disquiets or 
hinders another in the lawful enjoyment of his 
right : see esp. quot. 1767. 

1498-9 Plump fen. Corn. 133 To have a spoliacion in the 
spiritual! court agaynst the preyst that now occupyeth, 
because he is one disturber. 1726 Ayliffk Paragon 41 
When a Bishop refuses a Clerk for Insufficiency, and the 
Patron thereupon presents another, such Bishop shall be 
deemed a Disturber, if he afterwards within the six months 
presents the first Clerk presented to him. 1767 Blackstone 
Comm, II. 278 If the bishop refuse or neglect to examine 
and admit the patron’s clerk, without good reason assigned 
or notice given, he is stiled a disturber by the law, and shall 
not have any title to present by lapse. 1865 N ichols Britton 
iv. i. § 2 Unless the disturbor or deforceor [le destourbour ou 
defbrceour ] can shew plain reasons to the contrary. 

Bistu*rbing, vbl. sb . [f. Disturb v. 4 -ing U] 
The action of the verb Disturb; disturbance. 
(Now only gerundial.) 

1340 Ayenb. 225 Alneway he may bleue ine his spoushod 
yef [>er ne is nonoJ?er destorbinge. 138* Wyclif Ps. xxx. 
2i Thou schalt hide them in the hid place of chi face ; fro 
the disturbyng of men [Vulg. conhirbatione ; 1388 distur- 
bing]. 1597 J- King On Jonas (1618)76 Discount enancings, 
disturbings, dispossessitigs of them. [2776 G. Semple Build- 
ing in Water 51 The disturbing our Stages, Utensils, &c.] 
Distu rbing, ppl a. [f. as prec. 4 -inh 2 .] 
That disturbs ; see the verb. 

■■ 1592 Shaks. Veit. <$• Ad. 649 Where Love reigns, disturbe- 
ing Jealousy Doth call himself Affection’s sentinel. 1812-6 
Playfair Nat. Phil . (ed. 3) II. 259 From the disturbing force 
in thedirectionoftheradius vector, he determined the Moon's 
nearest approach to the Earth, and farthest recess from it, 
1875 Jowett Plato (ed. 2) III. 3 This uncertainty., is a 
disturbing element. 

Hence Disturbingly adv., disquietingly. 

1880 New Virginians I. .200 The old man groaned . .louder 
and more disturbingly. 2886 H. Tames Bostonians II. n. 
xxiv. 120 She was so disturbingly beautiful. 

t Bistu*rblance. Ohs. [f. next 4 -ance : 
prob. from a corresponding AF. form: cf. Dis- 
TftOUBLANCE.] = DISTURBANCE. 

C1330 R. Brunne Citron. Wace (Rolls) 8141 Seys now 
hym al desturblance, & where-of come)? wonder 
chaunce. c 1430 Pilgr. Lyf Mankode 11. v. (1869) 77 pe 
disttirblaunce cometh of pin ouertrowinge. cx 449 Pecock 
Repr, 401 Crete, .disturblauncis arid debatis. C1450 St, 
Cnthbert (Surtees) 4629 Wha so did paim disturblaunce. 

t Distu*rble, v. Obs. Also des-, -tourble. 
[ME. a. OF. destorblcr , -turbler, -tour bier, f. des- 
Dts- 1 4 iorbler, turbler , tourbler , early forms of 
trobler , troubler to Trouble (:-L. *t urbuldre , f. 
turbula , iurbdre). In the simple verb, the form 
trouble was from the first prevalent; in the 
derivative, des-, dislurble was the earlier form, and 
(supported by Disturb) survived to c 1500, when 
it yielded to Distrouble (q.v.),] 
trans. To disturb, trouble. 

c 1330 R. Brunne Chron. Wace (Rolls) 1106 pat pey ne 
go nought vs to wrye, Ne desturble me my weye. c 1380 
Wyclif Sel. Whs. III. 134 Ire distourblis monnis witte. 
138a — Matt, xiv. 26. c 1400 Three Kings Cologne 57 
All pe citee was gretlich desturbled of her sodeynlich 
comyng. c 1440 Promp. Parv. 123/r Dysturbelyn [dis- 
troublyn, P.], turbo, conturbo. 1480 Caxton Chron . Eng. 
lxi. 45 They ne were distourbied of noo man ne lette. 
Hence f Disturbling vbl. sb . ; f Disturbler. 
C1330 R. Brunne Chron. (1810)254 Edward, .salle gyue 
Philip J>e Kyng Alle holy Gascoyn, withouten disturblyng. 
1440 Disturbler [see Distuoubler]. c 1449 Pecock Repr. 
11. ii. 139 Scisme sowers and disturblers of the peple. *481 
Caxton Godfrey xviii. 48 They.. had passed the water 
Aga^n, yf they had not . . so grete distourblyng. 

Distuxbor: see Disturber 2. 

+ Bistu*rdison. Obs., rare. [app. derived, 
with change of prefix, from OF. estordison, estour- 
dxson (:— L. type *exturditim~evP, from pstordir, 
mod. F. e tour dir, to stun, stupefy.] • Stunned or 


stupefied condition ; a state of unconsciousness 
caused by a blow or the like. 

C1450 Mertin 266 Withynne a while a-roos the salsne fro 
disturdison, and saugh hem a-boute hym. Ibid. 268 The 
saisnes a-bode a-boute her lorde that was caste down and so 
diffouled vnder horse feet, whereof he was so sorowfull whan 
he a-roos from disturdison. 

Distu*rf, v. rare. [Dis- 7 a.] trans. To 
deprive of turf. 

1858 Lytton What will he do 11. xi, The play-ground 
[was] disturfed to construct fortifications. 

+ Distu'rn, v. Obs . Also 4-5 des-, 5-6 dys-, 
"tom(e, -tonm(e. [a. OF. destourne-r , in nth c. 
desturner (mod.F. detourner, whence Deturn), f. 
des-, de - (De- I. 6 ) 4 ioumer to Turn,] trans. 
To turn aside or away ; to avert, divert, pervert. 

c 1374 Chaucer Troylus in. 669 (718) Thy fader prey al 
pllke harme disturne Of grace. 3483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 
138 b/2 Dyuerse thoughtes and occasions by whyche they be 
dystorned for to do wel. 1490 — Eneydas xxi. 75 She. . 
dystourned her eyen from the^ lyghte. 1537 Starkey in 
Strype Eccl. Mem. I. App. IxxxL 195 You could never have 
distorned your wit and eloquence, .to spot your honour and 
name, a 1631 Donne Lament. Jeremy 11. xiv, Which might 
disturne thy bondage. 

Disturnpike (distyunpsik), v. [Dis- 7 b.] 
trans. To free (a road) from turnpikes; to make 
no longer a turnpike-road. Plence Distirrnpiked 
ppl. -a., Distu'rnpiking vbl. sb. 

1872 Daily News 2 6 June, On Monday next, 1st July, the 
remainder of the metropolis roads north of the Thames will 
be ‘ disturnpiked.' 1881 Times 29 Mar. 9 The disturnpiking 
of main roads had seriously increased local burdens. ^ 1882 
St. James' Gas. 2 June, To maintain milestones on disturn- 
piked roads. 1883 *M. D. Chalmers Local Govt. 133 Until 
1878, when a road was disturnpiked, it became an ordinary 
highway ; but by the Act of that year it was provided that 
all roads disturnpiked after 1870 should be main roads. 

t Distirtor, v. Obs. rare. [Dis- 7 b.] trans. 
To deprive of the position of tutor. 

1691 Wood Aik. Oxon . II. 393 Being found guilty of 
a strange singular and superstitious way of dealing with his 
Scholars, .he was distutor'd in the month of May 1634. 

Bistwrne, v. rare. [Dis- 6.] trans. To 
disentwine, unfasten. . 

1563 Phaer AEneul ix. Ccj, Whose fal did Rutils whelme 
and brake their tortais roof distwynde. 

Distyle (dsrstail), sb. (a.) Arch. [f. Dl- 2 + 
Gr. ctTvk-os column, pillar : so mod.F. distyle sb.] 
A porch having two styles or columns. Also attrib. 
or as adj. Distyle in antis: see quot. 1865. 

1840 Penny CycL XVIII. 412/2 The octagonal structure 
called the Towet of the Winds, . .which has a small prostyle 
portal on two of its faces, . . each consisting of a simple 
distyle, or two columns and their entablature, surmounted by 
a pediment. Ibid. 425/2 Converting the insulated piers 
below into columns of short and massive proportions, so as 
to produce a distyle in antis. 1865 J. Fergusson Hist. 
Archit . I. 167 A group of pillan? * distyle in antis’ as it is 
technically termed, viz., two circular pillars between two 
square piers. Ibid. 376 There are three other distyle halls 
or gates on the platform. 

Bistylous (dristei'las), a. Dot. [f. as prec. 4 
-OUS.] Having two styles. 

1883 in Syd. Soc. Lex. 

Distyne, obs. form of Destiny. 

Bi sulphate (dsisp-lf#). Client . [f. Di- 2 + 

Sulphate.] 

fl. In earlier use, a salt containing one equiva- 
lent of sulphuric acid to two of base. Obs. 

3838 T. Thomson Chew. Org. Bodies 228 Solution of 
disulphate of cinchonina. c 1805 J. Wylde in Circ. Sc. I. 
437/1 Quinine,.. as a disulphate, has been .. substituted. 

2. A salt containing two equivalents of sulphuric 
acid to one of base {Syd. Soc. Lex.). 

3 . Applied by some to a sulphate containing a 
hydrogen atom replaceable by a basic element or 
radical ; an acid sulphate (Cent. Diet.). 

4 . A salt of disulphuric acid, a pyrosulphate. 

1877 Roscoe & Schorl. Chem. I. 345 The name disul- 
phurie acH H2S2O7 has been given to this substance, as it 
forms a series of very stable salts ; thus sodium disulphate 
NaaS-i07 is obtained by heating the acid sodium sulphate 
HNaSO*, so long as water is given off. 

Bisulphide (doiszrlfaid). Chem. [f. Di- 2 4- 
Sulphide.] A compound in which two atoms of 
sulphur are united with another element or a radi- 
cal* as carbon disulphide, CS 2 . t Formerly, a com- 
pound having one atom of sulphur united to two 
of another element, as disulphide of copper =» 
cuprous sulphide, Cu 2 S. 

3863-72 Watts Did. Chem. II. 74 Hemisulphide of copper, 
or Cuprous Sulphide, CuaS, also called Disulphide of cojiper. 
Found native, as Copper-glance. 1869 Roscoe Elern. Ghent. 
128 When deposited from solution in carbon disulphide, 
sulphur crystallizes in the ordinary natural or octahedral 
form. 1895 Edin, Rev. Oct. 409 Carbon disulphide took it 
up more freely. 

Disulpho- (dsIsiP’lfi?)* * Chem. [See Di- 2 2 
and Sulpho-.] In composition, denominating acids 
derived from two molecules of sulphurous acid. 
Hence Disnlpho'nic a. 

1868 Watts Diet. C/tent. V. 551 There is a group of acid 
ethers, (SO)z R"HrOi, derived from a double molecule of 
sulphurous acid, H4S2O e, by substitution of a diatomic 
alcohol-radicle for half the hydrogen. These are the so-called 
disulpho-acids, which may also be formulated as compounds 


of hydrocarbon with 2 at[oms of) SO3. 2869 Roscoe Elem. 
Chem . 423 When disulpho-anthraquinic acid is formed. 1881 
Watts Diet. Chem. VIII. 1857 Anthracene treated with 
sulphuric acid yields two disulphonic acids. 

DisuTphuret. Chem. [See Di- 2 2 and Sul- 
phueet.] = Disulphide (in obs.and current senses). 

2854 J* Scoffern in Orr's Circ. Sc., Chem. 491 TheappH. 
cation of heat drives off one equivalent of its sulphur and 
converts it into the disulphuret. Ibid. 500 Sub- or I>i- 
sulphuret of Mercury. 

Disulphuric (dms2?lfiuo*rik), a. Chem . In 
disulphuric acid, the same as pyrosulphuric or 
Nordhausen sulphuric acid, H 2 S 2 O t = 2 (S 0 2 0 H) 4 

O. Its salts are pyro- or di-s-ulphates. (So called 
because the molecule represents two molecules of 
sulphuric acid deprived of one of water.) 

1875 Watts Diet. Chem. VII. 1140. 
t Disiima'nimous, a. Obs. rare, [Dis- io.] 
Not unanimous ; divided in mind. 

2728 Morgan Algiers l . v. 166 So degenerate, so effemi- 
nate, and so disunanimous were they grown. 

Bis uniform, a. [Dis- i o.] The opposite 
of uniform ; without uniformity. 

1687 Norris Coll. Misc. 261 The Sun shines upon the 
Earth with a disuniform and unequal light. vjia — Chr. 
Prud. iii. 115 All is disuniform, because there is nothing to 
unite or regulate them. 2737 Coventry Phil, to Hyd. 

II, (T.) Confused heaps and disuniform combinations. 

Dis iU2lifo*rmity . [Dis- 9.] Want or absence 
of uniformity; variety of form or appearance. 

2710 Norris Chr. Prud. vii. 326 If it [the body] be evil, it 
will be as full of darkness, all confusion and clisuniformity, 
2876 Daily News 18 Mar., We laughed at their equipment 
..their disuniformity of costume. 

Bisunify (disy? 7 Tufoi), v. [Dis- 6.] trans. 
To do the opposite of unifying ; to keep from 
unity. Hence Disumifying ppl. a. 

2892 Cycl. Temperance <$• Prohibition 393/1 As a result 
of this disunifying measure. 

Disunion (disyzrnian). [Dis- 9.] 

1 . Rupture of union ; separation, severance ; dis- 
junction. 

2598 Marston Pygmal. v. 156 Chaos returne, and with 
confusion Inuolue the world with strange disunion. 1623 
Cockeram, Disunion , aseuering. 2634 Wither Emblanes 
177 When disunion is begunne It breedeth dangers, where 
before were none. 2775 De Lolme Eng. Const. Advt. (1784) 
22 A disunion of the empire was endeavoured to be pro- 
moted. 1792 G. Washington Lett. Writ. 1891 XII, 204 
Foreigners would, .believe that inveterate political dissen- 
sions existed among us, and that we are on the very verge 
of disunion ; but the fact is otherwise. i8zo Scoresby A cc. 
Arctic Reg. II. 346 Three boats, .were secured [to the fast- 
boat] by means of a rope, and towed without danger of dis- 
union. 1884 Act 47 & 48 Viet. c. 66 (title) An Act/o provide 
for the disunion of the Sees of Gloucester and Bristol. 

attrib. [cf. Disunionist a.] 2848 Lowell Lett . (1894) I. 
225, I do not agree with the abolitionists in their disunion 
and non-voting theories, a 1857 in Pall Mall G. 29 May 
(1865) 2 New York Dis-Union Anti-Slavery Convention— 
To be held at Albany in February, 1857. 

2. Absence or want of union ; disunited or sepa- 
rated condition ; dissension, 

x6ox Holland Pliny I. 115 In this disunion, as it were, 
appearetli yet a brotherly fellowship and vnitie. 2659 B. 
Harris Parival's Don Age 287 By dis-union of wils 
amongst his friends. 2722 Shaftesb. Charac. v. iii. (2737) 

III. 319 The Inconveniences which the Dis-union of P r- 
suasions and Opinions accidentally produces. 1807 G. 
Chalmers Caledonia in, ii. 335 Ages of disunion and 
disaster. 1838 Thirlwall Greece III. xxv. 404 He com- 
plained..of the disunion of the Sicilian Greeks. 

Disunionist (disyw-nionist). [f. prec. 4 -1ST.] 
One who advocates or works for disunion : spec. 
a. In IJ.S. politics. One of those who, before or 
during the civil war of 1861-65, advocated a dis- 
solution of the Union, b. In English politics, 
applied controversially to an advocate of the repeal 
or modification of the Act of Union with Ireland. 

1846 Worcester cites North. 2832 Blackw. Mag, 
LXXII. 47 The population is divided really into Unionists, 
or Compromise-men, and Disunionists, or Abolitionists. 
1854 L. Olifhant Let. in Life (28^1) I, iv. 124 There are 
the Whigs and Democrats, and Filibusters. .Disunionists 
and Federalists. 1861 Lqwell E Pluribns U?tnm Prose 
Wks. 1890V. 52 It is time that we turned up our definitions 
in some more trustworthy dictionary than that of. . dis- 
unionists and their, .accomplices. 2889 Catholic House* 
hold 5 Oct. 10/2 The Disunionists.. seem to revel in fiery 
invective of a zoological character, 
c. attrib. or as adj. 

2884 Goldw. Smith in Contemp. Rev. Sept. 327 The dts- 
unionist movement in Ireland. 2888 Bryce A mer. Commio. 
II. iii. lvi. 377 The disunionist spirit of the South which led 
to the war. ■ . . 

So Disumionism, the doctrine of disunionists. 
2894 Swinburne Stud. Prose f Poetry 202 Disunionism, 
dissolutionism, or comraunalism. 

Disunite (disy wharf), v. [f. Dis- 6 4 Unite.] 
1 . trans. To undo the union, of ; to disjoin : a. 
from material union. 

XS08 Flori o,Disgiongere. .todisioyne, to disunite, todeuide. 
a 2632 Donne in Select. (1840) 378 A corner-stone, that unites 
things most disunited. 2725 Pope Odyss. iii. 582 The beast 
they then divide, and disunite The ribs and limbs. 2830 
Lyell Princ. Geol (1875) 1 . 11. xvii. 406 The Alkali, when 
disunited from the Silica, would readily be dissolved. ^ 
b. (more frequently) from immaterial union : 
To separate from alliance, conjoint action, etc. ; 
to set at variance, alienate. , . 
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DISVIGORATE, 


z5$o [see Disunited below], 1606 Shahs. Tr. 4 Cr. u. 
Jib 109 Their fraction is more our wish than their faction ; 
hut it was a strong counsell that a Foole could disunite. 
1641 Milton Reform. 11. (185a) 55 Goe on both hand in hand, 
O Nations never to be dis-united. 1685 Dryden Albion 4 
Albanus n. Wks. 1883 VII. 237 Disturb their union, dis- 
unite their love. 1794. Southey Wat Tyler n. i, They will 
use every art to disunite you . . Whom in a mass they fear. 
185* Miss Yosge Ca meos ( 1877) IV, v * ^2 That her father 
was not disunited from his first wife. 

2 . intr. (for refl .) To sever or separate oneself ; 
to part ; to fall or come asunder. 

1675 G, R. tr. Le Grand’s Mian Without Passion 146 The 
Spirit must disunite from the senses, a 1716 South O'.), The 
several joints of the body politick do separate and disunite. 
1818 Shelley Rosalind 4 Helen 984 Strains of harmony. 
That mingle in the silent sky, Then slowly disunite. 1827 
Aik man Hist. Scot. III. iv. 435 The supplicants., refused 
to disunite. 

3 . Manbge. (See quots.) 

1727 Bailey vol. II. s.v., (With Horsemen) A Horse is 
said to disunite, that drags his Haunches, that Gallops 
false. 1833 Regal. Instr . Cavalry 1. 57 Cantering with the 
near fore, followed by the off hind, or off fore, followed by 

the near hind, is ‘ disunited V 
Hence Disuurted ppl. a. (whence Bistmi-tedly 
adv.) : Disuniting 1 vbl. sb . and ppl. a . 

1560 Whitehorne A rte Warre {1573) 19 a, The disunited 
and discencious do agree. 16 iz Florio, Disunimento , a 
disuniting. 1651 Hobbes Leznath. 11. xviii. 88 The confusion 
of a disunited Multitude. 1680 S. Mather Iren. x6 The 
severity of this dis-unitlng principle. 1844 Thirlwall Greece 
VIII. 21 A number of feeble disunited hordes. 1854 J. S. C. 
Abbott Napoleon (1855) II. xxvi. 490 The disuniting of the 
army. 1871 R. Ellis Catullus Ixiii, 84 So in ire she spake, 
adjusting disunitedly then her yoke. 

4 DiSilllli'te, ppl* Obs. [Short for disunited, 
after I,, umtus united.] = Disunited. 

1642 H. More Song of Soul hi. ii. xviii, Sith the soul 
from them is disunite. 

Disiuni ter. rare, [f. prec. vb. +-EK 1 .] One 
who or that which disunites. 

1755 Johnson, Divider.. 3. A disuniter; the person or 
cause that breaks concord. 

+ DiSitmi tion. Obs. rare. [f. Disunite^., after 
unitionl) The action of disuniting; disjunction, 
separation, disunion. 

1611 Cotgr., Abstraict , a separation, disunition, disiunc- 
tion. [1702 Clarendon’s Hist. Reb. xiy. § 149 III. 444 
Disunition [other edd. disunion] and distinction of Parties.] 

Disunity (disywniti). [Dis- 9.] Want of 
unity; a state of separatioh, physical, political, 
social, or sentimental ; dissension, discord. 

1632 Lithgow Trav. x. 474 Diversities of Doctrine, .and 
hundreds of like disunities. 1767 Misc. in Ann. Keg. -zogf-z 
By the disunity of your nation, all the nations Insult you. 
2884 Contemp. Rev. June 794 It is hard to tell the price 
London pays for its disunity. 

f DiSfUniveTsity, v. Obs. nonce-wd. [Dis- 
7 a.] trans. To deprive of a university. 

1665 Evans in Worthington Diary ([1855) II. 1. 179 Cam- 
bridge is almost dis-universitied, and either there will be no 
winter term, or nothing to do in it. 

Bisur, var. Disoue Obs. 

Disury, obs. form of Dysury. 
t JMSiirsage* Obs. [f. Disuse v., after usage; 
cf. obs. F. desit sage (Cotgr.).] Discontinuance of 
a usage or practice ; = Disuse jA 1. 

1475 Bk. Noblesse 26 That good courages of herds be not 
mynissed . . for disusage and levyng armes for a litille season. 
1394 Hooker Eccl. Pol. iv. xiv. § 3 To be abolished by dis- 
usage through tract of time. 1607 Schol. Disc . agst. 
Antichr . n . viii. 102 Nor [can] an angrie Iudge yondemne 
vs for any thing else, then for disvsage of a trifle. 1712 
Prideaux Direct. Chswardens (ed. 4) 104 After so long a 
disusage it would be in vain to attempt it. 

Disusance (disy??zans). rare . [f. as prec. after 
usance.’] The fact of disusing ; = Disuse sb. 1 , 
1685 Cotton tr. Mlontaigne III. 513 By disusance forever 
to lose the commerce of the common life. 1880 H. C. Coots 
Eng. Gild lints. 15 Disusance, compulsory rather than 
voluntary, had extinguished them both. 

Disuse (disyw-s), sb. [f. Dis- 9 + Use jA] 

1 . Discontinuance of use, practice, , or exercise ; 
prolonged cessation from an action or practice. 

.155a Huloet, Disusage or disuse, ^ desueiudo. 1603 
Holland Plutarch's MI or. 1255 Fashions ..well enough 
knowen, though they be not practised : mary, strange they 
be by reason of disuse. 1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. 
iv. vi. X94 Nor is there any who from disuse did ever yet 
forget it. 1738 Oxford MI ethodists 9 The general disuse of 
a duty could not by any means excuse the neglect of it. 
1839 Darwin Orig. Spec. v. (1873) 108 Structures which can 
be best explained by the effects of disuse. *885 Law Times 
23 May 68/2 His fine abilities rusting from disuse. 

4 b. The being or becoming unused or unaccus- 
tomed (to anything) ; unaccustomedness. Obs. 

1370 Levins Manip. 194/43 Disuse, desueUtdinis. 1580 
Hollyband Treas. Fr. Tong, Desaccousiumance, disuse. 
1726 Shelvocke Voy. round World (1757) 419 It appeared 
to us to proceed more from disuse than disinclination to 
work. *733 Swift Apol. 135 Wks. 1755 IV. 1. 213 Frighten’d 
at a scene so rude, Through long disuse of solitude. 179a 
Mad. D’Arblay Diary ff. viii. 369, I pleaded, .my disuse 
to the night air at this time of the year. 

c. The condition or state of being no longer in 
use; desuetude. -7" : \ 

1699 Bentley Phal. 455 The other acceptation of the 
"Word, falling: into disuse. X705 Bosman Guinea 371 This 
Custom, which is., grown in disuse for several years past. 
a 1771 Gray in Corr. iv. N, Nichotls (1843) 301 Many of 


them have gradually dropped into disuse. 1889 I. Taylor 
Orig. Aryans 126 The pile dwellings, being no longer 
needed, gradually fell into disuse, 
f 2 . The quality of being of no use ; uselessness. 
Obs. rare~ x . 

1627-77 Feltham Resolves 1. xxxvL 60 Grief is like Ink 
poured into water, that fills the whole Fountain full of 
blackness and disuse. 

Disuse (disy/rz), v. Also 6 Sc. disose. [f. 
Dis- 6 -h Use v.] 

f 1 . trans. To make (a person) unaccustomed or 
unused to anything ; to cause to lose a habit ; to 
disaccustom. Chiefly in passive : cf. Disused///. 
a. 1, Const, from, of , to , or injin. Obs . 

1375 Barbour Bruce xix. 183 Quhen tbai thus dlswsyt ar. 
Than may |he move on thame 30m wer. X513 Douglas 
fEneis vi. xiv. 16 He sail. . men steir, Qubilk lang hes, bene 
disosit fra the weir, To armis and triumphe of victory. 
a 1618 Raleigh Maxims St. in Rem. (1661) 40 They are to 
be dis-used from the practise of Arms. a , 2640 W. Fenner 
Christ's Alarm 11. (1657) 25 If sinne be yielded unto. It will 
disuse a man of Gods Ordinances, a 1791 Blaciclock On 
Mlelissa’s Birth-day (R.) With Bion long disus’d to play. 

2 . To discontinue the use or practice of (a thing) ; 
to cease to use. 

1487 Act 3 Hen. VII, c. 2 Which Iawe by negligence is 
disused. 1349 Compl. Scot. Prol. 17 Gyf sic vordis suld be 
disusit. .than the phrasis of the antiquite vald be confundit. 
1690 Norris Beatitudes (1694) I.199 They ..condemn and 
disuse many things meerly because we approve and use 
them. 1727 Swift What passed in Land. Wks. 1755 III. 
1. 18 1 Now I reflected.. that I had disused family prayers 
for above five years. x868 M. Pattison Academ. Org. v. 
193 Other universities, .have disused the term ‘Arts 1874 
Parker Goth. A rekit. 1. vi. 197 In many later examples these 
sub-arches are entirely disused. 

+ 3 . To make a wronguseof; tomisuse,abuse. Obs. 
ci 380 Wyclif Serm. Sel. Wks. I. 1 A riche man ]>at dis- 
uside his richesse in pride and In glotonye. Ibid. III. 355 
He..disuside [>e siftis of God. 0x430 Lydg. Bockas u. 
(1558) Lenuoy 17 All olde abusion Of ceremonies falsly 
disusyng. c 3440 Promp. Parv. 123/2 Dysvsyn, or mysse 
vsyti a-3enste resone, abutar. 

Hence Distrsing vbl. sb, 

1605 Clergy Lincoln agst. Liturgy 69 This may. .appear by 
their long disuseing, or seldom useing of them. ' x6xx Cotgr., 
Desusitation , a disusing, discontinuing. 

Disused (disyfrzd), ppl. a. [f. prec. + -ed 1 .] 

1 1 . Of persons: Not used or accustomed; out 
of the habit. Obs. 

1530 Palsgr. 523/1 , 1 can nat shote nowe but with great 
payne, I am so disused. 1636 Baxter Reformed Pastor v. 
83 Many disused persons can mutter Out some_ honest 
requests in secret. 1748 Anson's Voy. ii. vii. 214 Being now 
in a rainy climate, which we had been long disused to. 
a 1763 Shenstone Progress Taste 1. 59 Disus'd to speak, 
he tries his skill, Speaks coldly, and succeeds but ill. 

2 . No longer used ; fallen out of use ; obsolete. 
x6ix Cotgr., Disusite , disused, grown out of vse. 1630 
Sanderson Serm. II. 261 Some dis-used statute. 1674 
Boyle Excell. 7 heol. 11. v. 222 Our Ignorance.. of the dis- 
used languages wherein they are delivered. 1864 Bowen 
Logic vii. 220 A different and now disused meaning. 

tDiSiU’Ser. Obs. rare, [f, prec. vb., after user.] 
Disuse, lapse of use* 

17x0 Prideaux Orig. Tithes v. 285 A Law grows anti- 
quated by disuser when . . the Government drops the Execu- 
tion of it. 

Disutility (disywtrliti). [Dis- 9.] The op- 
posite of utility ; injuriousness, harmfulness. 

1879 Jevons Pol. Econ . ill. (1888) 58 For the abstract 
notion, the opposite or negative of utility, we may. invent 
the term ‘ disutility % which will mean something different 
from inutility, or the absence of utility. It is. obvious that 
utility passes through mutilitv before changing into dis- 
utility, these notions being related as +, o and —• 1886 
Academy 22 May 355/3 The fatigues of the evening lecture 
painfully illustrated the Jevonian theory of the ‘final dis- 
utility * of labour. 

Disutilize (disy^-tilsiz) , it. [Dis- 6.] trans . 
To deprive of utility, render useless. 

1836 Mrs. Browning Aur. Leigh xi. 1062 Death’s black 
dust.. Annulled the gift, disutilised the grace, And left these 
fragments. 

t DisvaiT, V. Obs. rare. [f. Dts- 6 + Vail v. : 
cf. in same sense disavail .] trans. To be the 
reverse of advantageous to ; to be hurtful to. 

14. . Lydg. & Burgh Secrees 1638 Sleap before mete, ovir 
moche travaylle, With fretyng wratthe,gretlydoondisuaylle. 
Ibid. 2006 Moche to Ete .. Of the body ech membre doth 
disvaylle. 

Disvail(e, obs. form of Disveil. 
t Disvaledge, V* Obs. rare. [ad. It. svali - 
glare to rob, strip, f. s- =» Dis- 4 + valigia port- 
manteau, valise.] —next, 

1598 Barret Theor. Warres v. i. 148 Whosoeuer shall 
disualedge or spoile any of the Princes friends. 

4 Disva*lise, V. Obs. rare. [ad. obs. F. desvat- 
iser } ‘to rob, despoyle, rifle; to depriue of cloake- 
bag, bag, and baggage * (Cotgr.), mod.F. divatiser, 
f. des-y Dis- 4 + valise portmanteau.] trans. To 
strip (any one) of his baggage ; to rob, plunder. 

1672 Marvell Reh. Tramp. I. 134 We have bad the 
Titles., of Mr. Bayes his six Playes. Not but that, should 
we disvalise him, he hath . . a hundred more as good in his 
: :■ ■ -A 

f Disvalua*ticm. Obs. [f. Disvalue v. after 
valuation .] The action of disvaluing ; depreciation. 

16x7 Moryson /tin. it. in. i. 271 The disualuation of the 
mixed coyne now currant. az6z6 Bacoh War w. Spain in 


Harl. Mlisc. (Malh.) IV. 147 What can be . . more to the 
devaluation of the power of the Spaniards? 1647 M. Hudson 
Div. Right Govt. 11. ii. 79 Such devaluations and disertions 
of worldly and Natural gifts. 

Disvalue (disvmdk/), v. Now rare. (Frequent 
in. 1.7th c.) Also 7 -valewe. [f. Dis- 6 +■ Value v.J 
trans. To make or treat as of no value, depreciate, 
disparage. Hence DisvaTuing vbl. sb, 

1603 Shaiis, Meas.jer Ml. v. i. 221 For that her reputation 
was dts-valued In leuitie. 1603 Bacon A dv. Learn. 11. xxiii. 
§ 31. hi It is. .necessary that vertue be not disualewed and 
imbased vnder the iust price, a 1639 W. Whatelky Proto- 
types 1. iii. (1640) i2 It is an extreame disvaluing of Christ’s 
righteousnesse, and underprizing of God’s mercies in Christ, 
1649 G. Daniel Trinarch Rick. II, cclxxxv, The King 
disvalued The Peer’age of the Kingdome. 1678 Lively 
Orac. 243 The disvaluing of this Divine Book, a 1876 M. 
Collins m Pen Sketches (1879) H* 177 Perhaps his pen dis- 
valueth Froude upon Elizabeth. 

1 * Disva'lue, sb. Obs. [f. prec. vb., after value 
sb.] Depreciation, disparagement. 

1603 B. Jonson Sejanus nr. i, Nor is’t the time alone is 
here dispnsed, But the whole man of the time, yea, Caesar’s 
self Brought in disvalue. 1644 Charge agst. Visct. Wilmott 
in R. Symonds Diary Civ. War (Camden) 108 A disvalew 
and contempte of his Majesties person. 1678 Lively Orac. 
viii. § 26. 313 There can scarce be a greater instance of con- 
tempt and disvalue. 

t Bisva*ntage, sb. Obs . [f. Dis- 9 + Vantage 
sb. Cf. It. disvantaggio (Florio), disadvantage.] =* 
Disadvantage. 

1391 Harington Orl. Fur. xxiv. Ii. (1634) 193 Xerbino .. 
voided all the blowes with much facilitie, Though having 
great disvantage in the blade, a 16x9 Fotiierby Atkeom. 
1. ii. § t (1622) 8 It is good . . for eueryman, to vnderstand, 
not only his aduantages, but also his disuantages. 

t Disva°ntage, v. Obs. rare. [f. Dis- 6 + 
Vantage^.; cf. It. disvantaggiare (Florio).] trans . 
To disadvantage; to be disadvantageous to. 

1567 Drant Horace Epist. Avj, As yeares do helpe vs 
mightely whilst we cum at a staye, So after they disuantage 
vs, and breake vs to decaye. 

t Disvanta’g’eous, a. Obs. rare. [f. Dis- 
vantage sb., after advantageous. Cf. It. disvan - 
taggioso (Florio).] Disadvantageous. 

1622 Drayton Poly-olb. xxii, (R.) Had not his light horse 
by disvantageous ground Been hindered, he had struck the 
heart of Edward's most. 

t BisveiT, v. Obs. Also 7 disvaile. [f. Dis- 
6 or 7 + Veil v. or sb. Cf . F. ddvoiler, in 16th c. 
desvoiler (Cotgr.) J trans , To strip of a veil ; to 
unveil, unmask. Hence Disverled ppl. a. 

x6tx Florio .Sbendare, to vnmaske, to disuaile. x6az Bp. 
Mountagu Diatribae r. 17 You. .plainly dis-vaile your con- 
trary purpose and intent. 1867 M rs. Oliphant tr. De Mont- 
alembert’s MIonks of West V. 285 A disveiled nun married 
to an apostate priest. 

t DisveTop, V. Obs. Also 6-7 -veliop(e. [ad. 
1 4- 1 6th c. F. desveloper , in mod.F. ddveloppen 
see Develop.] The earlier form of Develop, oc- 
curring chiefly in the literal sense: To unfold, unfurl, 
display heraldically. Hence Disve -loped ppl. a., 
//^.displayed. Disve 'loping vbl. sb. 

1392 Wyrley Armorie y Ld. Chandos 79 The Prince and 
King as two that all us rules Disuellope sfluer a sharpned 
pile of gules. 1610 Guillim Heraldry iv. xiii. (x6xx) 223 
With. .my disuellopped pennon me before. Ibid. iv. xih. 
(1660) 328 Disvellopping is the proper term for spreading or 
displaying of the Martial Ensign. 1659 Unhappy Mlarksm. 
in Harl. Misc. (Park) IY, 3 (D.) Since the time wherein those 
black thoughts developed themselves by action. X727-SX 
Chambers CycL, Developed, in heraldry, is used much m 
the same sense with displayed.— Thus colours, said in an 
army to be flying, are, in heraldry, said to be developed. 
X735 Johnson, To disvelop, to uncover. Diet. 

Disve’nerate, v. nonce-wd. [f. Dis- 6.] trans. 
To regard without veneration. 

1826 R. H. Froude Rem. (1838) 1 . 199, I venerate — , but 
dislike him; I like — , but disvenerate him. 

f Dis V0 ‘ntnxr e . Obs. [ad. Sp. desventura mis- 
fortune, f. des~, Dis- 4 + ventura Ventuee.] A 
misadventure, misfortune. 

16x2-30 Shelton Qnix. I. nr. vi. (R.), Adventures, or rather 
disventures, never begin with a little. 17x8 Motteux Quix. 
(1733) I. 40 Many times my Uncle would read you those 
unconscionable books of Disventures. 

t Disve’nturous, a. Obs. [f. prec. + -OUS.] 
Unfortunate, disastrous. 

1743 Jarvis Quix . u. iv. xvi. (D.) Would to God this 
dxsventurous adventure that threatens us may end in no 
worse. 

f Bisve*st, v. Obs . [Dis- 6.] trans. To divest, 
unrobe, strip* 

1627 Hakewill Apol. iv. v. (1630) 486 The Earth, dis- 
vested of the vegetables which apparelled her. 1635 tr. De 
M onlines' Francion vii. 26 His Friend.. caused him to dis- 
vest himself. 

4 Bisve'sture, v. Obs. rare. [Dis- 7 a.] trans. 
To strip of one J s vesture ; to unrobe. 

1563-87 Foxe A. 4 MI. (1596) 178/1 The prelats .. then 
disuestured him, taking from him his purple and his 
scepter. 

4 Bisvi'gorate* v. Obs . rare. [f. Dis- 6 + L. 
vigor strength, after invigorate .] trans. To de- 
prive of vigour or strength. 

1694 Westmacott Script. Herb. (1695) 112 A pungent 
Yolatile Salt, and a subtil Sulphur, which disvigorate and 
destroyeth Acids. 
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+ Disvi'rgin, v. Obs . rare- 0 . [£ pis- 7 b; 
cf. OF, desvirginer .] tram. To devirginate. 

i6xx Florio, Dispucellare,. to. disuirgine. Ibid., Disuer - 
ginare, to vnmaiden, to disuirgin. 

BiSvi'Sage, 2>. raw. [ad. OF. desmsage-r 
to damage the face of, deface, mod.F. divisager ; 
f. c&j-, Drs- 4 + visage Visage.] traits. To mar 
the visage or face of; to deface, disfigure. 

3603 Florio Montaigne m. xiii. 1 1632) 620, I had aquarian 
ague which ., had altogether disvisaged and' altered my 
countenance. x6i t Florio, Suisdre, to vnface, to dtsuisagev 
Also to slash or gash ouer the face. 1881 Duffield Don 
Qnix. I. 36^ The knight, .remained so disvisaged. 

f Bisvrsor j, v. Obs. In 6 -ser , 7 -zor . [Dis- 
7 a.] trans. To remove the visor from, to uncover 
(a visored face). Also intr. for reft. Hence Dis- 
vi'sored ppl. a., Bisvi 'soring vbl. sb. 

1548 Hall Chron., Hen. VIII (an. 12) 79 The kynges 
moste noble grace never disvisered nor breathed tyll he ranne 
the five courses. Ihid, 80b, At th instance of the Frenche 
queue and her ladies these maskers and revelers them dis- 
visered, shewyng them what personas they were. Ibid. 83 b, 
Eche qompaigny passed by other without any countenaunce 
makyng or disviseryng. 1621 Bp. Mquntagu Diatribas 1. 261 
With open Mouth, & disvizored Face, 

Bisvoi*C€, v, rare . [Dis- 7 a.] trans. To 
deprive of voice, render voiceless or mute. 

3865 Lowell Ode at Harvard Commemoration ix, Before 
my musing eye The mighty ones of old sweep by, Disvoiced 
now and insubstantial things, As noisy once as we. 

+ Bisvoirch, v. Obs. rare. [Dis- 6.] = Dis- 
avouch, Disavow. 

3603 Shaks. Meets, for M, iv. iv. 3 Euery Letter he hath 
writ, hath disuouch’d other. 

t Bisvow, v. Obs. rare. [f. Dis- 6 + Vow v. ; 
cf. OF. desvouer, -voer (Godef.).] Disavow. 

3502 Ord. Crysten Men (W. de W. 1506) iv. xxix. 344 , 1 you 
refuse & dysuovve. 

Disvowelled, ppl. a. nonce-wd. [f. Dis- 7 a 
+ Vowel sb .] Rendered vowelless ; that does not 
pronounce vowels. 

1849 Lvtton K. A rthurye. xvii, 0 guttural-grumbling and 
disvoweH’d man. 

Bis-uninerability (disvt?:lnerabi*lil.i). [Dis- 
9.] The faculty of abnormally rapid recovery from 
wounds and injuries. 

1890 H. Ellis Criminal iix. 113 This insensibility shows 
itself also in disvuInerabjKty, or rapid recovery from wounds. 
1894 — Man <$* Woman 322 Disvulnerability is the term, 
first used by Professor Benedikt, to signify the quick repair 
of wounds and comparative freedom from ill consequences 
after severe injuries. 1894 A. Griffiths Seer. Prison- Ho. 

27 Disvulnerability. . is another quality possessed by the 
criminal. 

t Biswa*ll, v. Ohs. rare. [Dis- 7 a.] trans. 
To deprive of its wall, to dismantle. 

1627 Speed England iv. § 5 Hay upon Wye . . was diswalled, 
depopulated, and burnt. 

t Biswa*re 9 a. Obs. rare. [f. Dis- 10 + Ware 
a.] Not aware, unaware ; not on one’s guard. 

e 3400 Beryn 3046 Howe hanybald led Geffrey, disware of 
his entent. Ibid. 3266 Be-twene hope & drede, disware how 
it shuld goon, c 1430 Lydg. Bochas in. v. (1558) 7, I full dis- 
ware to make purueyaunce, Agayne hys commynge. 
Disware, var. of Diswere, Obs.. doubt, 
t Diswa*m, v. Obs. rare. [f. Dis- 1 + Warn 
vl\ trans. To warn against a course, warn off from 
something, 

3607 Topsell Serpents (1658) 708 Wondering. . what Shep- 
heards or Hunters, or other men might be in that place to 
diswarn him from his game. 1622 Ld. Keeper Williams 
Let. to Dk. Buckkm. Sept, in Cabala 73 (T.) My Lord 
Brook diswaming me . . from coming to Theobalds this day. ! 

Biswa*rreii, v. [Dis- 7 b. Cf. Deawarren.] I 
trans. To deprive of the character of a warren ; 
to render no longer a warren. i 

1727 W. Nelson Laws cone. Game (1736) 32 When a 
Warren is diswarrened, or broke up and laid in Common. 
3796 W. Marshall W. England I. 271 A small one [rabbit 
warren] that has been diswarrened. 3800 D. Lysons Suppl. 
to Environs Land. 241 Staines forest was diswarrened and 
disforested by the King’s charter in 1227. 
t Biswa wed, nr. Obs. rare. [£ AF. * desward, 
OF. *desguare, *desgarl= OF. esgari , e swart, mod. 

F. tgari: See DeswarrA] Strayed, gone astray, 
having lost his way. 

?i3.. Cast. Love (Halliw.) 429 As a diswaryed mon 
mysrad, On uche half he his myslad. 

t Biswea*pon, v. Obs. [DlS- 7 a.] trans. 
To deprive of weapons ; to disarm. Also fig. 

3602 Middleton Blurt n. i. Wks.- (i88s) L 29 Camilloand 
his men set upon hin^get him down, disweapon him. 1618 
Bolton Floras 1. xxiii. 65 If his mother Veturia had not 
disweapon’d him with weeping. 3652-62 Heylin Cosmogr. 

1. (1682) 118 Posthumius so disweaponed them, that he 
scarce left them Instruments to plough the earth. 
Diswench. : see Dis- 7 a. 
t Biswe*re. Obs. Also dys«, -ware, -wary, 
-weare. [f. Dis- 5 + Were doubt, hesitation,] 
Doubt. Wythcut diswere , without doubt, * ywis ’ : 
common as a metrical tag. 

c 3420 Liber Cocorum (1862) 25. Lay J?o tenche opon a 
jplatere fayre. Do on \>&t browet withouten disware. cx 440 
Promp. Parv. 123/2 Dyswere, or dowte, dubium . ^3450 
Cov. Myst. 383 Seynt Ihon the Evangelist wrot and tauht, 
as I lere, In a book cleped Apocriphun, wythoutyn dyswary. 
0x450 Bk. Cnrtasye 436 in Babees Bk., Gromes palettis 
shyn fyle and make litere, ix fote on lengthe with-out dis- 


were. a 3500 H. Brereton Song, Lady Bessy (Way Promp. 
Parv.\ You promised .. To him to be both true and just. 
And now you stand in a disweare. ^ 

Diswhip (disihwi*p\ v. nonce-wd. [f. Dis- 
7 a -r Whip j^.] trans. To deprive of a whip. 
Hence BiswM'pped ppl. a. 

1837 Carlyle Fr. Rev. II. 1. i, Is it neither restored 
Father nor diswhipped Taskmaster that walks there ? 
Biswig 1 (diswrg), v. [Dis- 7 a.] trans. To 
deprive of a wig. 

1780 in Mrs. Delanp s Corr. Sear* n. II. 533 They had dis- 
wigged Lord Bathurst. s86i Sala in Temple Bar Mag. II, 
22 She had publicly diswigged the dancing-master. 

Diswi'ndow, V. rare. [Dis- 7 a.] traits. To 
deprive of windows. 

1837 Carlyle Fr. Rev. III. v. vii ; (1872) 208 Ghastly 
chateaus stare on you.. disroofed, diswindowed. 

Biswing 1 (diswi*B\ v. rare. [Dis- 7 a.] 
trans. To deprive of wings. 

1837 Carlyle Diamond Necklace iii, Misc. Ess. (1872) 
V. 142 A butterfly, now diswinged and again a worm. 

tDiswi/t, v. Obs . [£ Dis- 7 a + Wit sb.] 
trans. To deprive of wit. Hence Diswrtted ppl. 
a bereft of one’s wits, crazed. 

3599 T. M[oufet] Silkwormes 34 Diswitted dolts that 
huge things wonder at. 3627 Draytoh Ag incourt 121 
But ranne her selfe away alone . . As she had beene dis- 
witted. 

t Biswo-nt, v. Obs. [f. Dis- 6 + Wont z>.] 
trans. To render unaccustomed or unused ; to dis- 
accustom. Hence Diswo*nted ppl. a , unwonted, 
unaccustomed, unusual. 

1600 Holland Livyxu. xxiii. mi This diswonted voiage 
and unaccustomed expedition [itmeris insolitf]. 3627-47 
Feltham Resolves 1. xvii. 58 Why should a diswonted un- 
kindnesse make me ingrate for wonted benefits ? 1634-5 
Brereton Troth (Chetham 1844) 105 They inure them- 
selves to. .hardship, and will not diswont themselves. 

Biswood \ diswu*d), v. [f. Dis- 7 a + W ood ^.] 
trans. To deprive of wood or trees. 

1611 Florio, Sbascare , to vnwood, to lope, to cut downe 
or fell wood, trees or branches, to diswood. 1878 G. R. L. 
Marriott tr. E. de Laveleye's Print. Property 82 Almost 
all the gorges, .are diswoocled to a terrible extent. 

+ Diswcrkmansliip. Obs. nonce-wd. [Dis- 
9 l Bad or defective workmanship. 

16x0 Heywood Apol. for Actors, Addr. to Printer <1612) 
62 When I would nave taken a particular account of the 
errata , the printer |of ‘ Britaines Troy *] answered me bee 
would not publish his owne disworkemanship, but rather let 
his owne fault lye upon the necke of the author. 

f BiswoTShip, sb. Obs. [f. Dis- 9 + Wor- 
ship sb. J 

1 . The opposite of worship ; the withholding of 
esteem, regard, or honour; dishonour, disgrace, 
discredit. 

<*1400-50 Alexander (E.E.T.S.) p 280 Besechyng hat. . 
by no maner of the delectacion he suflfre me do hat thyng 
hat is ayen your profectez ne to my disworship. 1489 
Caxton Favtes of A . 111. ix. 186 It is the captaynes dys- 
worship whan suche felawes he has chosen. 3576 Fleming 
Panopl. Epist. 395 Your vertue hathe done you more honour, 
then your fortune hathe wrought you disworship. 3644 Mil- 
ton Divorce 1. iv. 128 Adultery, .a thing which the rankest 
politician would think it shame and disworship that his 
laws should countenance. 

b. with a and pi . : A disgrace, a dishonour. 

3465 Sir J. P aston in Pas/on Lett. No. 533. II. 245 
Wheche wer a gret dysworchep to my Lord. 3600 Holland 
Livy 881 (R.) It were a great disworship and shame even for 
them, that there should remaine in bondage any [etc.]. 

2 . Alleged term for a * company ’ of Scots. 

2486 Bk. St, Albans F vij, A Disworship of Scottis. 

t Biswcrrship, v. Obs . [f. Dis- 6 + Worship 
v. or f. prec.] trans . The reverse of to worship ; 
to do ‘disworship* or dishonour to ; to dis- 
honour. 

a 2450 Knt.de la Tour {1868) 76 This fals traitour wolde 
haue rauisshed and disworshipped me here. 2483 Cath. 
Angl. 102/1 To Disworschippe, dehonorare. 3519 Horman 
V-ulg. 59 b, Nothyng. .that shulde disworshyp or abate the 
laude of thy dedes. 1549 Coverdale Erasm. Par. x Cor. 
xii. 34 By the uncomlynesse of any parte, the whole body is 
diswurshypped. 1610 Healey St, Aug. Citie of God 
176 Therefore was this godde dis-worshipped without the 
citty. 

Hence DiswoTshipping vbl. sb dishonouring. 
2529 More Dyaloge n. 632/2 Dyspytynge and dyswor- 
shyppynge of sayntys. 

t Biswo’rshipful, a. Obs. [f. Disworship 
sb., after worshipful,] Fraught with disworship ; 
dishonourable. 

1539 Taverner Erasm. Prov. (1552) 29 [They] meruayled 
why he wolde take so vyle and dysworshypfull an offyee 
upon hym [etc.]. 1564 H award Eutropius iv. 46 Con- 

cluded a dysworshipfull peace vyth him. 

t Biswo’rtll, v. Obs. rare. [Dis- 7 a.] trans. 
To deprive of worth; to render worthless or un- 
worthy. 

1627 Feltham Resolves 1. [nj xl. 126 Nothing more dis- 
worthes man than Cowardice. 

Disy, Disyn, obs. ff. Dizzy, Dizen. 
t Bisyellow, V. Obs . tmm-wd. [Dis- 7 a.] 
trans. To remove the yellow, from ; to rid of jaun- 
dice. 

1586 Wa rner Alb. Eng. 11. x, Her crooked joynts (which 
long ere then, supported, scarcely stood) She brought unto j 
a wallowing place, disiellowing so her bloud. j 


+ Bi-syHabe, dissyUabe, a. Obs. rare. 
[a. F. dissyUabe (16th c. in Godef. Supp.), ad. L. 
disyllabus, a. : Gr. fotfuAAaBos of two syllables, f. hi- 
Di- 2 twice + avk\a$rj syllable. For spelling, see 
next.] = Disyllabic. 

a 2637 B. Jonson Eng. Gram. 1. vii, All verbes dissyllabes 
ending in el, er, ry, and ish, accent in prima. 

Disyllabic, dissyllabic (dai-,disilse bik) a. 
[a. F. dissyllabique (16th c.), f. L. disyllab-us (see 
prec. and - tc) : after Syllabic. 

In this and the following related words, as also in 
trisyllable , etc., the non-etymological spellings diss-, iriss 
were originally taken over from French ( dissyUabe , trissyllabe 
etc.', in which, according to Darmesteter, the function of the* 
ijf is ‘to express the hard sound of the s’. In English, 
trissy liable, though frequent in I7~i8th c., was early cor- 
rected in the Dictionaries and altered to trisyllable. 
Dissyllable was universal in i7-x8th c., and (app. either 
under the erroneous impression that it contains, not the 
Greek prefix fit-, but the word 5 ts, or from association with 
words in the Latin prefix dis-, as disseminate , dissimulate , 
dissonant, etc.), is still the spelling of the majority. But 
classical scholars now prefer the etymological form, which has 
also been approved by the Philological Society.] 
Consisting of two syllables. 

a 3637 B. Jonson Eng. Grant. 1. vii, In all nounes dis- 
syllabick. x8iz Byron Waltz xiii, note , There are several 
dissyllabic names. 1840 Mrs. F. Trollope Widow Mar- 
ried iv, The postman’s speaking dissyllabic signal. 1872 
Earle Philol, Eng. Tongue § 119 The elongation of this 
vowel has in a few instances produced a disyllabic word out 
of an old monosyllable. 

Bisylla bicaily, diss-, adv. [f. prec. + -al 
+ -LY ^.] In a disyllabic manner ; as two syllables. 

1878 H. H. Vaughan Shake. Readings 321 A word which 
is with us now simply a monosyllable, articulated by Shake- 
speare disyllabically. 

Bisylla-bify, diss-, v. [f. L. disyllab-us 
(see above) + -fy.] trans , = Disyllabize. So 
Disylla:bifica-tion. 

1846 Worcester cites Christian Observer ( for both words). 

Bisyllabism, diss-, [1. as next + -ism : 
cf. F. dissyllabisme.] Disyllabic character or 
state. 

1885 Encycl. Brit. XVIII. 774 {Philology We do not yet 
know that all dissyjlabism, and even that’ all complexity of 
syllable beyond a single consonant with following vowel, is 
not the result of combination or reduplication. 

Disyllabize, diss- (cbi-, disi-laboiz), v. 
[f. L. disyllab us : see Disyllabk and -ize.] 
trans. To make disyllabic. 

2870 E. A. Abbott Shaks. Gram. § 484 Whether the word 
is dissyllabized, or merely requires a pause after it, cannot 
..be determined. 1886 J. B. Mayor Eng. Metres iii. 36 
Monosyllables, in which ‘ r ’ follows a vowel, are often di- 
syllabized in Shakespeare. 

Bisyllable, dissyllable (dsi-, disi*lab’l\ 
sb. \a.) Also 6 dissill-, 7 dyssyll-. [f. ¥. dissyUabe, 
in 1 6 th c. dissillabe (see above) ; after Syllable, 
F. syllabe. For spelling, see Disyllabic.] 

A. sb. A word, or metrical foot, consisting of 
two syllables. 

1589 Puttenham Eng. Poesiew. (Arh.)i28 Forwordes 
monosyllables.. if they be tailed one to another, or th’one 
to a dissillahle or polyssillable ye ought to allow them that 
time that best semes your purpose and pleaseth your eare 
most. 1668 Wilkins Real Char. 416 Expressed . . in Dys- 
syllables by repeating the second Radical Consonant after 
the last Vowel. 2874 Sweet Eng. Sounds 47 Dissyllables 
ending in a vowel., are almost always lengthened. 1883 
Liddell & Scott Greek-Eng. Lex. StcrvbKa^eto . . to use as 
a disyllabic. 1887 Earle Philol. Eng. Tongue ted. 4) § 174 
The plural ‘ aches * . . appears as a disyllable in Shakspeare, 
Butler,, and Swift. 2889 R. Ellis Comment, on Catullus 
p. xxvii, In the short elegy to Hortulus the pentameter 
ends four times with a disyllable, four times with a trisyl- 
lable. 

B. as adj. - Disyllabic. 

*749 Numbers in Poet. Comp. 37 They are compounded of 
two dissyllable Feet. 1824 L. Murray Eng. Gram. (ed. 5) 
I. 348 Dissyllable nouns in er: as, ‘C&nker, bxitter’, have 
the accent on the former syllable. 

Disyntbexne (dsisrnjtfm). Math. [f. Di- 2 
+ Syntheme.] A system of groups of elements, 
each of the groups being formed of a certain num- 
ber of elements, so that each occurs just twice among 
all the groups. Thus 1*2, 2-3, 3.4, 1.4 isaduadic 
disyntheme — that is, one composed of pairs. 

1879 Sylvester in Amer. Jml. Math.Il.94 When a disyn- 
theme is formed by means of cycles all of an even order, it 
will be resolvable into a pair of single synthemes, and in no 
other case. Ibid., Duadic disyntheme. Any combination of 
duads, v, ith or without repetition, in which each element 
occurs twice and no oftener. 

Bisyoke (disyJu*k), rare. [f. Dis- 6 + Yoke 
z>.] trans. To unyoke ; to free from the yoke. 

2847 Tennyson Princ. 11, 127 Who first had dared To 
leap the rotten pales of prejudice, Disyoke their necks from 
custom. 

Bit, sb. arch. Also 6 ditt. [app. taken by 
Spenser from ME. dit =D ite sb., and erroneously 
pronounced with short vowel, perh. by association 
with ditty. Thence in later verse.] A poetical 
composition ; a ditty : see Dite sb. 

3590 Spenser F. Q. ii. vi. 13 No song hut did containe a 
lovely ditt. [cf. a 1592 T. Watson Tea* s Fancie li. Poems 
(Arb.) 204 No song but did containe a louelie dit.] x86i 
Mrs. Browning Paraphr, Monnus Last Poems 125 A Hama- 
dryad sang a nuptial dit Right shrilly. 
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Dit (dit), *>. Now only Sc. and dial. Forms : 
i dyttan, 3-4 dutte(n (ii), 3-6 ditt(e, 4-6 dytt, 
4- dit. Pa. t. and pple. ditted, Sc. dittit ; also 
pa. t. 3 dutte ; pple. 4-9 dit, 5 dytt. [OE. dyttan 
to close, shut OTeut. type *duttjan , prob. f. 
*dulto ' , OE. dott y a small lump, a clot, a plug: 
see Dot, Dottle. Cf. Fordit.] 

1 . traits. To stop up, close up, shut (an opening) ; 
to fill up (a hole or gap), lit. and fig. 

c 1000 Ags. Gosp. Luke xi. 53 Ongunnun. 5 a {arise!., .his 
mu (5 dyttan. c 1000 Ags. Ps. Ivii. 4. Anlic naedran..seo 
. . dytteft hyre earan. c 1200 T rin. Coll. Horn. 199 We . . swo 
ditteS pe eare and noht ne hercniS. cxzoo Ormin 18633 
Onn^aen patt labe laeredd folc Forr pe^re mup to dittenn. 
<11225 Ancr. A\ 82 Me schulde dutten [v.r, ditten] his mu 5 
..mtdherde fustes. c 1340 Gaw. 4 Gr. Knt. 1233 pe dor 
drawen & dit with .a derf haspe, _ 1375 Barbour Bruce 
vi. 168 The vpcom wes then Dittit with slayn hors and men. 
c 1460 Tcrtvneley Myst. (Surtees 1 194 Ayther has thou no 
wytt Or els ar thyne eres dytt. 1572 Sadr. Poems Reform. 
xxxiii. Lament, of Lady Scot!. 196 Dit the mouths of thame 
that sa dois speik, 1647 H. More Cupid's Conflict lv. 
Philos. Poems 173 Foul sluggish fat ditts up your dulled eye. 
a 1758 Ramsay Scots Broth (1776) 77 When a’s .in and the 
slap dit, Rise herd and let the dog sit. 1871 W. Alexander 
Johnny Gibb (1873' 1 140 Ye wud ’a keepit by the aul’ proerb 
that says, * Dit your mou v wi your meat V 

2 . To stop or obstruct the course or way of. 

a 1300 Cursor M.x 1942 (Cott.') Wit nith and enst and iuel 
witt pe water wissirig can he ditt. Ibid. 24003 (Cott.) Mi 
teres all mi sight pai ditte. 1362 Langl. P. PL A. vn. 
178 An Hep of Hermytes henten heom spades And doluen 
drit and donge to dutte honger oute. <71460 Towneley 
Myst. (Surteesi 14 Almost had myne breth beyn dit. 1513 
Douglas sE net's v. xiii. 96 The riueris dittit with deid 
corsis wox reid. 1818 Scott Hrt. Midi, xxx, It .. 
sweeps away a' my gude thoughts, and dits up my gude 
words, 

Dit, early form of Dite sb. Obs. composition. 

|| Eita (drta). [The native name.] The bark 
of a forest tree found in the Philippine Islands, 
Echites ( Alstonid ) scholaris . Usually dita-bark. 

1876 Pharmaceni. Jml. Ser. m. VI. 142 Under the 
name ‘Dita’ the natives of the Philippines indicate the 
bark of the EchBes echo laris, Linn. ( Alstonia scholaris, 
Brown.), a stately forest tree. Ibid. The fame of dita 
bark as a remedy is of old standing, since in 1678 it was 
mentioned by Rheede and afterwards in 1741 by Rum- 
phius, 1879 Watts Diet. Chern. VIII. 688 Dita bark 
usually consists of irregular curved fragments from 40 to 
60 mm. long, 15 mm. wide and 1 mm. thick, covered exter- 
nally with a thin leather-coloured cortical layer. 

Hence Ditamine (drtamrin), Bitaine (drbqain), 
Chem. (Ve Amtne, -ine], the characteristic amine 
or alkaloid of dita-bark, 

1876 Pkarmacent. Jml. Ser. m. VI. 143 Ditam was pre- 
pared by Gruppe in a manner similar to that in which 
quinine is prepared. 1879 Watts Diet. Chem. VIII. 688 
Gorup-Besanez afterwards extracted from ditaln a crystallis- 
able substance which proved to be an alkaloid, but which . . 
he did not completely examine. Ibid., Ditamine is easily 
soluble in ether [etc ]- 


Bital (dsi-tal). [f. It. dito finger, after pedal : 
cf. It. ditale glove-finger, finger-stall, thimble.] 

The name given to a kind of stop to be pressed by 
the thumb, by which the pitch of a guitar- or lute- 
string can be raised by a semitone. Dital harp , an 
instrument invented by Edward Light in 1798, and 
patented with improvements in 1816, intended to 
be an improvement of the guitar. It was fitted 
with ditals. 

1816 Specif E. Light's Patent No. 4041, 2 To the harp 
lute at present in use I apply certain pieces of mechanism 
which I call ditals or thumb keys. 1880 Grove Diet. Mus, 
s.v. Dital harp. Called ‘ditals’ or ‘ thumb-keys ', in dis- 
tinction from ‘ pedals ' or ‘ foot-keys \ 

Ditanie, -ny, ditayne, obs. ff. Dittany. 
t Bita'tioil. Obs. [n. of action f. L. dita re to 
enri ch, f. dives, di t- rich ] Enrichment. 

1612-15 Bp. Hall Contempt., N. T. 1. v, After all the 
presents of these eastern worshippers who intended rather 
homage, than dita ion, the blessed virgin comes, in the forme 
of poverty, with her two doves. 1615 T. Adams Lycanthropy 
29 They grudge not the Merchants wealth, nor envy the 
dilation of Lawyers. 1659 Feltham Lost* Countries Re- 
solves, etc. (1677) 60 War. .the worlds ruine. .is to them 
prosperity and Ditation. 


Bitch (ditj), sb. 1 Forms : 1-3 die, 2-7 dich(e, 
4-6 dych(e (4 dioche), 5-7 ditch© (6 deck©, 
dyteb), 6- ditch. [OE. die, which lias also given 
Dike, q.v* 

The analogy of other words, e g. ME. like, liche, (dead) 
body, tike, liche, adj., -rile, -riche, suffix in kinrik, kyne- 
riche, etc., ik, ich, I, pik, piche , pitch, sfike, sticke, stitch, 
leads us to expect dike as the northern, dich as the southern 
repr. of OE. die. The ME. evidence favours this ; but in 
modem use, both, forms occur in nearly all parts of the 
country, with various differentiation of meaning. Gener- 
ally, ^ ditch is a hollow channel or deep furrow, wet or dry, 
but in some parts (.^ee sense 4) it is an embankment or raised 
fence; usually dike or dyke is a bank or wall, but in many 
parts it is a wide and deep channel for running water. The 
existence of dick or deck in this sense in Kent, Sussex, and 
other southern counties, is remarkable. The use of dike, 
dyke, fpr a. sea-wall or embankment in the eastern counties, 
may possibly have been introduced from Holland : cf. the 
title Dike-grave.] 

1 . An excavation narrow in proportion to its 
length; a long and narrow hollow dug in the 
ground ; the trench or fosse of a fortification, etc. 


[847 — <72205 see Dike sb, 1.] 2045 Charter Eadweard 

in Cod. Dipl. IV. 98 ' written after 1200) Of Sam paSe 
on Sane greatan born <Se stynt wiS Grimes die ; undlang 
< 5 Tore diche on Sone haran bom. a 2200 Moral Ode 41 pes 
riche Men weneS bon siker purh walle and purh diene. 
<71205 Lay. 15900 pa dich wes idoluen seoue vet depre. 
c 1290 S. Eng. Leg. I. 55/70 He wende and hudde him in a 
Dich. c 2340 Cursor M. 9899 (Trin.) A deep diche [v.rr. 
dik, dick] is pere aboute. <71430 Lvdg. Bochas hi. 94 a, 
Cincinnatus. .Made dyches to geat his Sustenaunce. 1494 
Fabyan Chron. vi. cli. 138 He also.. made a famous dyke 
atwene Walys and the vtter bondys of Mercia, .the which, 
to this day, is namyd Offedych. 2553 Eden Treat. Nezve 
Ind. (Arb.) 13 They moued neare vnto the trenche or ditche 
of the castell. 2606 Shaks. Ant. <$• Cl. v. ii. 57 Rather a 
ditch in Egypt Be gentle graue vnto me. 1665 Boyle 
Occas. Ref. v. vii, (1845) 324 One must search the Ditches 
amongst Briars and Weeds, .to find Medicinable Herbs. 
1776 Gibbon Decl. 4 F. (1846' I, l. 17 The rampart, .was . . 
defended by a ditch of twelve feet m depth as well as in 
breadth. 2829 Col. Hawker Diary (1893) II. 3 The most 
impregnable fences I ever met with, and blind ditches, six 
feet deep, to half the fields. 2879 Cassell's Techn. Editc. 
IV. 136/2 The ditch of a permanent work provides the earth 
to form the rampart. 

b. Salt-making' {Cheshire). See quot 
2884 Cheshire Gloss., Ditch , salt - making term. The 
space in the ‘hot-house* between two raised flues for 
putting lump salt in to complete its stoving and drying. 

2 . esp. Such a hollow dug out to receive or con- 
duct water, esp. to carry off the surface drainage of 
a road, a field, etc. 

Gn the borders of fields, etc,, often serving the double 
purpose of carrying off surface water, and of forming an 
effective pro ective fence. The latter purpose is in marshy 
ground often served by a ditch alone, but elsewhere usually 
in combination with a hedge. 

2297 R. Glouc. 11724). 409 Alle b© wateres. .aboute b© 
toun bem, And dyches and puttes, rede of blode were. 
<71305 St. Kenelm 364 in E. E. P. (1862) 57 pis bodi. .in a 
foul dich me dnxcj In pe fouleste pat b ere was ne 5 - x 3 -* 
E. E. A Hit. P. A. 606 He lauez hys gyftez as water of 
dyche, 2484 Caxton Fables of AC sop 11, ii. There were 
frogges whiche were in dyches and pondes at they re lyberte. 
1582 N. Lichefteld tr. Castanheda's Cong. E. Ind.* lix. 
122 b, There was cast about the same a Caue or Ditch, 
which alwaies was full of water, 2697 Dryden Virg. 
Georg, iv. 687 All these Cocytus bounds,.With muddy 
Ditches, and with deadly Weeds. 1756 C. Lucas Ess. 
Waters II. 140 I'he overflowings of this spring fill all the., 
ditches with a light, pale ochre. 2845 James A. Neil vii, 
Ditches enough to drain the sea. 2882 Raymond Mining 
Gloss., Ditch, an artificial watercourse, flume, or canal, to 
convey water for mining. A flume is usually of wood ; a 
ditch, cf earth. 

b. Extended rhetorically to any watercourse or 
channel, including those of natural formation. 

1589 Puttenham Eng. Poesie in. xxiii. (Arb.) 277 Thy 
maister durst not haue sent me These words, were it not 
for that broad ditch [i.e. the English Channel] betweene 
him and me. 1608 E. Grimstone H ist. France (161 1) 364 
That great ditch of the sea is sufficient to distinguish these 
two Monarchies. 1660 F. Brooke tr. Le Blanc's 1 'rav, 251 
This branch, .is much about the rate of the ditch or channel 
of Pisa at Livorne. 1842 Dickens Amer. Notes 11. iv, The 
Mississippi .. an enormous ditch sometimes two or three 
miles wide, running liquid mud. 1874 Kingsley Lett. 
(1878/II. 432 Across the rude rushing muddy ditch, the 
Mississippi. 

f 8. Any hollow dug in the ground ; a hole, pit, 
cave, den. Obs. 

<7x275 Passion of our Lord 80 in O. E. Misc. 39 Hit is 
iwrite pat myn hus is bede hus icleped. And ye peouene 
dich hit habbep y-maked. <72320 Senyn Sag. (W.) 1279 
The wise man dede make a dich, Ful of lim and of pich, That 
yif he agen wald come, That the traitour sscholde bi nome. 
1340 Ayenb. 57 pe tauerne is a dich to pieues. <7 2420 
Pailad. on Husb. i. 76 Make a dyche, and yf the moolde 
abounde And wol not in agayn, it is fecounde. 14. . Voc. in 
Wr.-Wiilcker 584 Fovea , a dyche. 

4 . A bank or mound formed by the earth 
thrown up in digging a hollow or trench ; an em- 
bankment; — Dike 5, 6. Now only dial. 

2568 Grafton Chron. It. 1301 [They] brake dovvne those 
inclosures, and cast downe ditches. 2590 R. Payne Descr. 
Irel. (1841) 9 Let the slope side of your ditch be towardes 
your warraine. 1635 N. Riding Rec. IV. 36 Stopping the 
highway by casting tipp a great ditche. 1666 in Picton 
L’pool Mvnic. Rec.JiZ^) 1 . 315 Roger Bushell shall throwe 
down that new ditch bee hath made. 1880 Antrim 
Down Gloss., Ditch, a fence, generally of earth. 1892 
E. J. Hardy in Sund. Mag. Sept. 600 It is not true, then, 
that [in Malta] the mosquitoes are so large that they sit on 
ditches and bark at you. 

5 . Phrases. To fall or lead into a ditch \ to die in 
a ditch. The last ditch , the last line of defence; 
to die in the last ditch, to die, resisting to the last 
(see Die vX 3) ; so to be driven to the last ditch, 
i . e. to the utmo st extremities. To lay ( put) under 
the ditch (U.S.), to intersect with ditches so as to 
irrigate. 

<•2380 Wycltf Serm. Sel. Wks. II. 25 Foolis and sinful 
men lede oper foolis into pe diche. 1383 — Matt. xv. 14 
3if a blynd man 2eue ledynge to a blynd map, bothe 
fallen doun in to the diche. <72440 Gesta Rom. lxx. 326 
(Harl. MS.) The stiward is fallyn in his owne diche, by pe 
right wisdom of god. 2683 Burnet tr. More’s Utofiia 
(1684) 39, 1 . .shew him the Ditch into which he will fall, if 
he is not aware of it. a 2725 To die in the last ditch [see 
Die it. 1 3]. 1798 in Proc. Amer. Ant iq. Soc. IX. m. 324 In 
War We [Citizens of Westmoreland, Virginia] know but 
; one additional Obligation, To die in the Last Ditch or 
uphold our Nation. 2822 T. Jefferson Writ. (1892) 1 . 122 
A government . .driven to the last ditch bj’ the universal call 
for liberty. 2874 Blackie Self-Cult. 48 He who abstains 


from it [whisky], .will never die in a ditch. ^ 2890 Spectator 
29 Mar. 426/1 Although the discussion will be harassing, 
the resistance will not be to the last ditch. 2892 Harpers 
Mag. June 93/r Three-fifths of it [the soil] can belaid under 
the ditch, ibid. 95/1 This scheme looks forward to putting 
30,000 acres under the ditch. , 

6 . attrib. and Comb. a. simple attrib., * Of, be- 
longing to, found in, working at, a ditch as ditch - 

back, -bank, -bottom, -dog, -labourer, -side, -work, 
-woidd. b. 4 Of the quality of a ditch, dirty, vile, 
worthless as ditch constable . c. objective, as 

ditch-digger, d. Special combs. : ditch- delivered 
pa. pple., brought forth in a ditch ; ditch-drawn, 
drawn from a ditch; ditch measure, see quot. 
1670, and Perch. Also in various names of plants 
growing in ditches, as ditch-bur, Xanthium 
strumarium ; ditch-down, the reed-mace, Typha 
latifolia ; diteb -fern, Osmunda regales ; ditch- 
grass (U.S.), Ruppia maritime ; ditch-reed, 
Phragmites communis. Also Ditch-water. 

2869 Lonsdale Gloss., * Ditch - hack, a fence. *776 
Withering Brit. Plants ( 1796) HI. 527 White Dead 
Nettle. On rubbish, cornfields, and ^ditch-banks. 1548 
Turner Names of Herbes&x Xanthium is called in english. 
*Dichebur or Clotbur. 2608 Middleton Mad World v. 
ii. Wks. (Btillen) III. 350 I’ll make you an example for all 
*ditch constables. _ 1605 Shaks. Macb. iv. i. 31 Birth- 
strangled Babe, *Ditch-deliuer'd by a Drab. 1605 — Lear 
in. iv. 138 Poore Tom, that . .swallowes the old Rat, and the 
*ditch-Dogge. 1612 Cotgr., Typhe , water-Torch, Cats- 
tayle, Reed Mace, w Ditch Downe, the marsh beetle or 
pestle. 2889 Sat. Ret'. 23 Mar. 335/2 The ^ditch-drawn 
missiles they fling about them. 24 .. MS. Gloss. Sloane 
5 fol. 40b in Sax. Leeckdoms HI. 321 *Diche fern, Osmunda. 
2869 Blackmore Lorna D. iv, Here was no *d itch-labourer. 
1670 J. Smith Eng. Tmprov. Reviv’d 25 If the fence be 
measured by Wood, Hedge, or *Ditch measure, allowing 18 
foot to the Perch. ^2440 Gesta Rom, viii. 21 (Harl. MS.) 
The fond kny,t thei cast in a *dich place. 2843 Zoologist I. 
xco By *ditch-sides and mill-pond streams. 156a Phaer 
AEneid ix. Aa iij b, Doth *d ich works giue them prydef 
1890 Pall Mall G. 4 Sept. 3/1 Frogs and minnows, .and all 
the wonderful, mysterious ^ditch-world that children love ! 
Ditch, sb.* : see tinder Ditch vX 
Bitch (ditj), vP [f. Ditch sb. 1 OE. had dician , 
but this would regularly give dike : cf. Ucian, like.] 

1 . intr. To construct a ditch or ditches. 

2377 I.angl. P. PL B. xix. 232 Somme he tau^te to tilte to 
dycne and to thecche. 24. . Voc. in W r.-Wiilcker 584 Fosso, 
to dyche. 2523 Fitzherb. Husb. § 123 It is [esse cost.. to 
quyekeset, dyche, and hedge, than to haue his cattell goo 
before the herdeman. 2776 J. Q. Adams in Fain. Lett. 
(1876) 195 The practice, . of aitching round about our enemies. 
i860 Emerson Cond. Life, Fate Wks. (Bohn) II. 314 They 
are ferried over the Atlantic, and carted over America, to 
ditch and to drudge. 

2 . trans. To surround with a ditch ; to cast a 
ditch about, around, esp. for the purpose of d’efence, 
fortification, or fixing a boundary. 

13.. K. Alts. 2658 That cite was. .Wei y-walled, and well 
y-dyched. c 1386 'Chaucer Knt.’s T. 1028 The circuit, .a 
myle was aboute,. Walled of stoon, and dyched al witoute. 
1520 Caxton’ s Chron. Eng. vii. 118 b/2 He made..afayre 
towne of pavylyons, and dyched them all aboute. 1533 
Fitzherb. Husb. § 123 SeueraU closes and pastures, .the 
whiche wolde be wel quyekesetted, dyched, & hedged. 
2548 Hall Chron., Hen. VIII (an. 12) 77 b, The Campe 
was. .ditched rounde aboute. 1670 Milton Hist. Eng. 11. 
(1851) 42 Towns then in Britain were only Wooddy places 
Ditch’t round. 1788 Filey Inclos . Act 14 The several parcels 
of land . . shall be inclosed, hedged, ditched, or fenced. 
2848 Petrie tr. A . S. Chron. 89 They ditched the city around 
[anno 1016 bedicodon pa burh utanj. 

3 . To dig ditches or furrows in for purposes of 
drainage or irrigation ; to provide with ditches. 

1393 Gower Conf. I. 153 The erthe. .men it delve and 
diche And feren it with strength of plough. 2565-73 Cooper 
Thesaurus, Agrutn fossione conciaere. .to trench or ditch 
the grounde to avoyde water. 2598 Barret Theor, Warres 
iv. i. 99 Whether the countrey be stony, plaine field, or 
ditched. 2747‘FRANKLiN Let. Wks. 1887 U. 80 Eighty acres 
[of meadow], forty of which had been ditched and mowed. 
2837 Howitt R nr. Life 11. iii. 11862) no Set two men to 
ditch the five roods, 1837 Hr. Martineau Soc. Amer. III. 
325 Papa said be might be compelled to ditch rice fields, but 
he never would undertake to teach children again. 

"b. To cut furrows in (stone). 

2865 Morn. Star 18 Apr., It is driven by manual ^ower, 
and is intended for cutting or ‘ ditching ’ the stone in the 
quarry. 

f 4 . intr. Of the earth : To become ditched ; to 
open up into furrows or chasms. Obs. 

2483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 424/r There cam a woman which 
meruaylled moche how therthe claue & dyched by hit self 
onelye by the touchyngof the holy mannes Staffe. 

5 . To clean out, scour (a ditch) ; to cast up and 
repair (the banks of a ditch or hedge). 

2576 Act 18 Eliz. c. 10. § 4 All and euery person and 
persons that shall not rep a. ire, diche, or scoure any hayes, 
fences, diches, or hedges adioyning to any high way. t Ibid. 
§ 6 Upon paine of forfeiture . . for euery rod not so ditched 
and scoured xii.d, 2874 R. Jefferies in Toilers of 
Field G893) 95 The Master has given him a hedge to cut 
and ditch. [1888 Elworthy W. Somerset Word-bk., Dik , 

. .to make good the sides and top of a hedge, which in this 
district is usually a high bank; i.e.to throw up the parings 
upon the top.] 

6. trans. To throw into or as into a ditch ; esp. 
in U.S., to throw (a train) off the line or track. 

2877 J. A. Allen Amer. Bison 470 After having trains 
ditched twice in one week, conductors learned to have., 
respect for the idiosyncrasies of the buffalo. 2882 PhilacL 
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Mec. No. 3438. x A.. train .. struck a drove of cattle.. on 
Saturday. The engine was ditched and turned on its side. 

7 . To ditch in , out: to enclose, or shut out, by 
means of a ditch ; to ditch up— 2. 

1545 Ascham Toxopk. (Arb.) 96 The more vnreasonable is 
theyr dede whiehe woulde ditche vp those feeldes priuatly 
for ther owne profyt. XSSS Latimer Serin. <$• Rem. {1845) 
282 Indeed they ought regere . . Not as they will themselves : 
hut this irgere must be hedged in and ditched in. 1630 
JR. Johnson's Kingd. <$* Commit). 39 To hedge and ditch out 
their incroaching neighbours. 

Hence Drtched ppl. a., furnished with a ditch ; 
also with adv., as ditched-in , enclosed with a ditch. 

x8xo Sporting Mag. XXXV. 139 Four-mile heats, .over 
the new ditched-in Course. 1893 United Service Mag. July 
430 The ditched parapet. 

Bitch, dial. Also deech. [OE. ddcan, 
ME. deche to smear, daub : app. unknown to the 
other Teutonic langs. It is notable that this verb, 
used in OE. andrin modem dialects, is known to us, 
during the intervening 900 years, only in the 15th c. 
transl. of Palladius on Husbandry: see Deche. 
The modem ditch shows a recent shortening of (?) to 
(i ).] trans. To smear, daub, plaster, impregnate, esp. 
with dirt which hardens and becomes * ingrained 
a 1000, c 1420 [see Deche ».]. 1790 W, Marshall Midi. 
Counties Gloss. 4 E. D. S.) Ditch, to stick to, as the 
clamminess of mow-burnt hay sticks to the cutting knife. 
x 86 o {Northamptonsh.) ‘His face and hands are ditched 
with dirt/ ^ 1872 Besant & Rice Ready-Money Mortiboy 
Xxi, Smearing his coarse hands with spirits, to get off the 
dirt with which they were ditched. 1881 Leicester Gloss. 
s. v.. The touch- ole were regular ditched up. 1896 A cademy 
29 Feb. 178/3 Dcech't ; 
b. intr. for refl. 

xSSx Leicester Gloss., Ditch, .to get dirty; filled with dirt. 

* My hands never ditch *, i.e. the dirt does not get grained 
into them so that it will not wash off. 

Hence Bitch sd~ dial. * dirt grained into the 
hands, or in cracks, crevices, etc.’ ^Leicester Gloss.). 

1847-78 Halliwell, Ditch, grimy dirt. x88x Leicester 
Gloss , s.v., I want to get off the ditch. 

Ditcher (drtjai). [f. Ditch w.i + -er T] 

1 . One who makes and repairs ditches. 

C1430 Lydg. Min. Poems (1840) 211 (Matz.) Dichers, 
delverys, that greet travaylle endure. 1464 Mann. <%■ 
Househ. Exp. 26 r My mastyr payed to John Wodeman, 
the dycher, lij.s. iiij.d. 1602 Shaks. Bam. v. i. 33 There 
is no ancient Gentlemen, but Gardiners, Ditchers and Graue- 
xnakers; they hold vp Adams Profession. 1730 Swift 
Panegyrick on Dean 156 Our thatcher, ditcher, gard’ner, 
baily. 1848 Mill Pol. Econ . x. ii. § x The hedgers and 
ditchers who made the fences .. for the protection of 
the crop. 

2 . A machine used to make ditches; a ditching- 
machine. 

* 1862 Times 12 June, In addition to the agricultural 
machines, .a ditcher, which will cut a ditch of any depth or 
width, lift out the earth, and deposit it in any given place. 
2874 Knig ht Diet. Mech. I. 71 1 A rotary ditcher. 

aitrib. 1887 ScL Amer. 30 July 74/1 A combined culti- 
vator and potato digger.. It has a plow ox ditcher shovel 
formed from a plate of metal. 

3 . (See quot. 1890.) 

1884 Pall Mall G. 19 Nov. 1/2 In time of war the 
‘ditchers ’ would he bound to coal.. at Sierra Leone. 1890 
New Rev. Feb. 153 Steamers specially built for the passage 
of the Suez Canal, and hence called * Ditchers 
Bitching (drtjirj), vbl. sb. [f. as prec. 4 - -INC 1 .] 
The action of the verb Ditch, a. The making 
and repairing of ditches. 

C1380 Wyclif Serin. SeL Wits. I. 28 For dichying and 
begging and delvynge of tounes. 1523 Fitzherb. Hush. 
1 123 In quickesettynge, dychynge and hedgynge. _ 1767 A. 
Young Farmed s Lett, to People 245 When the ditching is 
done, the next work is to land-drain the whole fields. 186 8 
Rogers Pol. Econ. xii. (1876) 159 Rough draining, ditching, 
and ridging were used in wet soils, 
b. Sculpture. (See quot.). 

1886 Pall Mall G. x June 14/x On being asked the way 
be prepared his models he continued : — I first draw the sub- 
ject in crayon . . and then transfer the lines to clay. Then 
I begin an operation known as * ditching,* which consists of 
digging up around the outlines of the figures and objects 
until they stand out In rou gh relief. 

C. Comb., as ditching-mach i ne, - plough , -tool. 
1874 Knight Diet. Mech., Ditching-plow, a plow having a 
deep, narrow share for cutting drains and trenches, and means 
for lifting the earth and depositing it at the side or sides of the 
excavation. x88o J. W. Hill Illustr. Guide Agric . Imptem. 
500 Fowler's ditching machine.. for opening wide drainage 
or irrigation ditches. 

Di a toilless, a. [f. Ditch sb.f + -less.] With- 
out a ditch. 

1876 T. Hardy Ethelberta ( 1890) 27 The glazed high-road 
which stretched, hedgeless and ditchless, .lying like a riband 
unrolled across the scene. 1892 A. G. Lee Hist . Columbus 
(Ohio) I. 29 Skirted by a ditchless wall of earth and stone. 

Brtcmike, a. [f. as prec. + Like a.] Like 
or resembling a ditch. 

a 2743 Savage London $ Bristol (R.), Thy cliffs a ditch- 
like river laves, Rude as thy rocks and muddy as thy waves. 
1890 Boldrewood Colonial Ref. (1891) 185 A sombre water- 
course, the ditchlike banks of which dropped perpendicularly 
through the clay, 

Di*tch.- wa ter . The stagnant, stale, or foul 
water which collects in a ditch. Chiefly in the 
phrases ; + as digue as d. (see Digne 4) ; + as light 
(i.e. easy) as d . ; as dull as d. 

c 1394 P. PI. Crede 375 'pey ben digne as dich water hat 
dogges in baytefi. c 1425 Craft Nombrynge (E. E. T. S.) 16 
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hen worch forth in fie ofier figurys till fiou come to fie ende, 
for it is lyght as dyche water. 18x9 Shelley Genet 11. 1. 07 
Ditch water, and the fever-stricken flesh Of buffaloes. x °44 
W H M aywrt T Starts A- Adv. Scotl. (x8ssl 17 T he people 


Maclean I. 203, 1 find them dun as aitcn-waici. . 

aitrib. 1826 H. N. Coleridge West Indies 295 In virtue 
of their freckled ditchwater faces. . , 

Hence Bi'tchwaterlj adv. - 1 as ditch-water 
(see above) ; Ditchwa^tery a of the quality of 
ditch-water, dull as ditch-water; whence Di'tch- 
warteriuess. (nonce-wds.) 

1840 Eraser's Mag. XXI. 19 If it he so prepared as to be 
piquant, then, it is of small consequence what, may be its 
ditch-wateriness. 1859 Sala Gas-light 4 D. xxiv. 270 How 
wofully tired, and ditch waterly dull they look. 

Brtchy, a. [f. Ditch sb> + -y L] Of the nature 
of a ditch ; abounding in ditches or deep furrows. 

1786 T. Twining in L. Twining Retreat. 4 Studies (1882) 
X35 If the Seine were a little less d itchy. x888 Bradford 
Cycle Co. Prospectus 2 The very pleasant swinging sensa- 
tion one feels when riding ditchy roads, .is wonderful com- 
pared to the bumping. .011 an ordinary-type safety. 

t Bite, sb. Obs. (After 1500 only ii:.) Also 5 
dete, dit, 5-6 dyt(e, Sc. dyit. [a. OF. dit (1 2th c. 
in Littre) saying, speech L. dict-um that which is 
said, saying, word, f. dreere to say ; cf. Dict. (The 
final e was app. a phonetic expedient to indicate 
the length of the ? ; but in some 15th c. instances, 
it is difficult to say whether dite stands for this, or 
for ditty. See also Dit sb.} 

1 . Something indited or composed and put in 
writing ; a composition, writing ; a written mes- 
sage, letter, ‘ passage ’, etc. 2 o put in ditc: to 
put in writing, put on record. 

1340-70 Alex. 4 Bind. 819 Sone sente he again his sel & 
his lettrus . . To dindimus fie dere king fiat fie dite radde. 
c 1425 Wyntoun Cron. vra. xix. 1 Here Wyntown poyntis in 
fiis Dyte Quhat he gert of fiis Tretis wryt. c 1470 Henry 
Wallace v. 540 Maister Jhone B!ayr..That fyrst compild in 
dyt the Latyne buk Off Wallace lyff. 1535 Stewart Cron. 
Scot. I. 474 In haist ane epistill he gart write . . eontenand 
this same dyte. 1578 Ps. cvi. in Scot. Poems x6th C. II. 107 
Thy magnitude I will it put in dyte. 

2 . A composition in poetic form, or intended to 
be set to music ; a song, a ditty. 

a 1325 Prose Psalter xxxlx [xl], 4 And he laide gode worde 
in my moufie, dite to our Lord {Vulg. carmen Deo nostro], 
c 1386 ? Chaucer Balade of Compleynt x6 Beseching you . . 
Taccepte in worth this litel povre dyte. ex 470 Henry 
Wallace xx. 1431 All worthi men at redys this rurally dyt, 
Blaym nocht the buk. 1567 Satir. Poems Reform, iil 156 
Sho the cause is of my wofull dyte. 


3 . Manner or mode of composition ; form of 
speech; diction, language. Sc. 

c 1425 Wyntoun Cron, iv. Prol. 3 A Tretys made to be 
publik, Fourme of dyte and fayre spekyng. 1535 Stewart 
Cron. Scot. (1858) 1 . 4 The king is grace I kna w is noclit per- 
lite In Latyn toung, and namelie in sic dyte It wilbe tedious 
. .To reid the thing he can nocht vnderstand. 1549 Compl. 
Scot, vi. 68 The quhilk dreyme i sal reherse in this gros dyit. 

4 . Clamour, vociferation, rare. 

c 1400 Destr. Troy 5788 Clou dis with the clamour claterit 
aboue, Of the dit & fie dyn, fiat to dethe went. Ibid. 1x946 
The dyn & the dite was dole for to here. Ibid. 1347, 8680. 


t Bite, v. Obs. Also 5-6 dyt (e. [a. OF. diter, 
earlier ditier (12th c. in Iiatz.-Darm.), to write, 
compose L. dietdre, freq. of die Ire to say, tell 
(see Dictate), mod.F. dieter. Peril. In some cases 
aphetic fonn of endite, Indite. After 1500 mainly 
Sc. In early examples often difficult to distinguish 
from Bight v. t senses 1, 2, 6.] 

1 . trans . To compose or put in words (a set 
speech, poem, or writing) ; to indite. (Also 
absol.) 

a 1300 Sat. People Kildare x iv. in E. E. P. (1862) 155 
Worfi hit wer fiat he ver king pat ditid fiis trie fiing. c 1440 
Promp. Parv. 123/2 Dytyn or indytyn letters and speche, 
die to. £1450 Henryson Mor. Fab. 16 So different are 
they in properties., Mv cunning is excluded for to dyte. 

1535 Coverdale Ps. xliv. 1 My hert is dytingeof a good 
matter. 1549 Compl. Scot. x. 82 Quhou belt that the said 
poietical beuk be dytit oratourly. 1603 Jas. I in Ellis 
Grig. Lett. Ser. 1. III. So, I suspecte ye have rather written 
then dyted It. 

2 . == Dictate, a. To utter or pronounce to a 
person (what he is to write), b. To prescribe, 
lay down, impose, order. 

The first quot. is doubtful ; it may belong to Dight v. 2, 

_ a 1400-50 Alexander 3462 A^t daies all bedene he dites 
in his pistill For reuerence of Rosan to revell & lialowe. 

1536 Bellenden Cron. Scot, (1821) I. 196 Origenes, ane 
singular man . . with sa properant ingine, that he wald dite 
faster than sevin practicians might suffice to write. 1563 
Davidson Answ. Kennedy in Vffodr. Soc. Misc, (1844) 201 
That quhilk the Haly Spirit dytit to them, a 1598 R. 
Roli.ock Wks. (1844) II. ix. 103 Pilate insisted earnestly 
to get Jesus, whom his conscience dited to be innocent, set 
free. 1643 R. Baillie Lett. $ Jruls. (184x1 11 . 71 Dr. 
Strong dytes. .his notes on the hard places of Scripture. 

3 . To summon, indict. 

c 1440 Promp. Parv. 123/2 Dytyn or indytyn for trespace, 
indicto. ^1450 Henryson Mor. Fab. 43 Ane Schiref stout 
Whilk . . hes with him ane cursed assyse about, And dytes 
all the poore men vpon land. ? a 2500 Thrie Priests Peblis 
(Jam.) Thay dyte your Lords, and heryis up your men. 
X77S S. J. Pratt Liberal Opinions (1783J I. 157 The grocer 
. . would dite them for a nuisance. 

Dite, obs. form of Dight, Ditty. 


■fi Bi'tement 1 . Obs. [f. Dite v . + -stent : c f. 
OF. ditement (L. type *dictdmeutum) ; but perh. 
often aphetic f. inditement, Indictsient.] 

X. A written or spoken composition ; Dite sb.. 
1. Sc. ■ . 

1556 Lauder Tractate 530, I wald beseik sour Maiesteis, 
My dytement did 30V not displeis. 1562 Winjet Cert. 
Tractates iii. Wks. x888 I. 25 Ane form of ditement maid 
for caus of exercise and priuat studie, as vsis to be in sculis. 
1629 Moore of Rowallan True Crucifix 22 (Jam.) Which 
holy ditements. .Might serve his glorious image to present, 
b. Inditing; dictation. Sc. 

2599 Jas. I BaoriA. A*»pav 8 Some of them fapocryphe 
books] are no wais like the ditement of the Spirit of God. 

2 . A summons, an indictment. 
a 2308 Pol. Songs (Camden) 198 That sell asse, That 
trespasid no^t, no did no gilte.an the ditement was i-pilt. 
1502 Plnmptm Corr. 171 Anthony Clifortb gave in the bill 
of dytement against my sone. 

f Drtement ‘A Obs. rare, [for *dightment, f. 
Dight v . + -ment.] That with which one is 
/dight 1 or arrayed ; raiment, array. 

1603 Harsnkt Pop. Impost. 93 These Priests ditements 
being severally so many infernal serpents and scorpions to 
sting and bite the Devil. 

t Obs.' Also 4-5 -our, 5 -ar. [ME. (and 

AF.) dilour—Q F. diteor, ditor/ditur author, com- 
poser, public crier, etc. L. dietdtor-em (see Dic- 
tator), agent-n. f. dietdre : see Dite v . But in 
sense 1, perh. a direct deriv. of the vb.] 

X. One who indites ; author, writer, composer. 
1388 Wyclif Esther viii. 9 The dyteris and writeris of the 
kyng weren clepid. 1535 Coverdale 2 Sam. xxiii. x A 
pleasaunt dyter of songes of Israel. 1585 Anivmdv. Kirk 
in J. Melyill’s Diary (1842) 234 For the Saxt Act, the 
dytter thairof apeires to be verie cairfull. 

2 . An orator, rhetorician. 

1387 Trevisa Bigdcn (Rolls) II. 373 Advoketes and di- 
toures [or at ores). Ibid. III. 163 Of fiis happe spekefi a 
dytour [Caxt. or ret[or]ycyon, orig. exclamator quid am.] 

3 . A summoner, intiicter. 

1303 R. Brunne Handl. Synne 338 What shal we sey of 
fiys dytours..fiat for hate a trewman wyl endyte. c 1400-20 
Judicium (1822) 6 Of backbytars and fals quest dytars. 
Biter, obs. form of Lighter. 

BitetragonaX (dsititrargonal), a. C.ryst. [f. 
Di- 2 1 + Tetragonal.] Having eight angles, of 
which the first, third, fifth, and seventh, are equal 
to one another, and the second, fourth, sixth, and 
eighth, also equal to one another, but those of the 
one set not equal to those of the other; as a di- 
tetragonal pyramid or prism. Cf. Dihexagonal. 

1879 Rutley Study Rocks x. 109 The form assumed by 
leueite is a combination of a di-tetragonal pyramid, .with a 
tetragonal pyramid. 1895 Story-Maskelyne Crystallogr. 
v. § jx2. 129 When the symmetry is complete it is di- 
tetragonal. Ibid. vii. § 200. 248 The ditetragonal prism. 

t Bi-tetraJxe’draX, a. Cryst. Obs. [f. Di- 2 
1 + Tetrahedral.] Having the form of a tetra- 
hedral prism with dihedral summits. 

1805-17 R. Jameson Char. Min, (ed. 3) 203 It represents 
a four-sided prism, bevelled on the extremities* Example, 
Di-tetrahedral tremolite, 

Diteyne, obs. form of Dittany. 

Dith, di]>, obs. forai of Death. 

BitLaXlious (daifiarliss), a. ChernT [f. Di- 2 
+ Thallious (f. Thallium + -ous).] Applied 
to thallious salts which contain two equivalents of 
thallium. See Thallious. 

x868 Watts Diet. Chem, V. 755 The dithallious salt. 1873 
Fownes' Chem . (ed. xi) 4x3 Dithallious orthophosphate. 
Ditliecal (doi^rkal), a. Bot. [f. as next + -al.] 
= next. 

1883 Syd. Soc. Lex., Dithecal anthers, anthers in which 
the septa between the two loculi of each anther-lobe have 
been absorbed, so that there are two cells or cavities only. 

Bithecous (dsifirkos), a, Bot. [f. Gr. Si-, 
Di- 2 twice + OijKrj case + -ous.] Consisting of two 
cells or small receptacles ; bilocular. 

1880 Gray Struct . Bot. vi. § 6. 254 The normal anther is 
two-celled, bilocular, or dithecous. 

Bitbeism (dsi-fizjiz’m). [f, Di- 2 + Theism.] 
Belief in two supreme gods * religious dualism ; 
esp. the belief in two independent antagonistic prin- 
ciples of good and evil, as in Zoroastrianism and 
Manicheism. Also applied (controversially) to 
forms of belief in which it is asserted or implied 
that Jesus Christ is not of one substance with God 
the Father, as in Arianism and Socinianism. 

1678 Cud worth Intell. Syst. 1. iv. § 13. 213 That fore- 
mentioned Ditheism, or opinion of two gods, a good and an 
evil one. 17x9 Waterland Vind. Christ's Divinity 8+ 
The common Answer to the Charge of Tritheism, or Di- 
theism, as well of the Post-Nicene, as Ante-Nicene Fathers, 
was, that there is but one Head, Root, Fountain, Father of 
alt ; not in respect of Authority only, but of Substance also. 
1854 Milman Lat. Chr. I. 45 Callistus. .hoped to elude the 
charge on one side of Patripassianism, on the other of Di- 
theism. 1895 A. C. Headlam in Expository Times Mar. 
266 The Father and the Son are . . one in their action, one 
in their purpose. . If we are to realize . . the Atonement, we 
must put aside all idea of ditheism or tri theism. 

Ditbeist (dsi-fifiist). [f. Di- 2 + Theist.] One 
who holds the doctrine of Ditheism. 

1678 Cudwouth Intell. Syst. 1. iv. § 13. 213 These Di- 
theists . . had it not been for this business of evil . . would 
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never have asserted any more principles or gods than one. 
1730 Waterland Eight Serm. Pref. 36 They do by . . Implica- 
tion, tho’ not in Intention, make two supreme Gods ; and 
consequently are practical Ditheists. 

Ditheistic (dwjfcji'stik), a. [f. prec. + -ic.] 
Of or pertaining to ditheism. So Bith.ei*stical a. 
1678 Cudworth Intel/. Syst. 1. iv. § 13. 213 The chiefest 
.. Assertors of which Ditlieistick Doctrine of. .a Good God 
and an Evil Daemon, were the Marcionites and the Mani- 
cheans. 1750 Bolingbroke Authority in. Relig. iv. xxvii, 

I have spoken somewhere of the ditheistical doctrine. 18550 
Hatch Influence Grk. Ideas Chr. Ch. viii. 228 The di- 
theistic hypothesis was more difficult than the difficulties 
which it explained. 

Dither (di Sai), v. Chiefly dial* [A phonetic 
variation of Didder, q.v. ; cf. father, mother, fea- 
ther, hither, gather, in which -ther represents earlier 
-der.] inir. To tremble, quake, quiver, thrill. 

1649 Depos . Cast, York (Surtees) 29 He saw the said Sara 
Rodes . . her body quakeing and dithering about halfe a 
quarter of an hovver. 1666 tr. Horace Odes 1. xxiii, So 
tremulous is she Dith’ring both in heart and knee. 1820 
Clare Rural Life ted. 3) 47 Needy Labour dithering 
stands. 18*8 in Craven Gloss. 1891 Mrs. L. Adams Bonnie 
Kate II. in. 85 Kate would not be there to hear it [the organ] 
boom, and thn!i,and ‘ dither [In most dialect glossaries as 
far south as Shropsh., Leicester, Northamp. ] 

Hence Di’thering vhl sb. and ppl. a . ; dither- 
ing-grass. quaking-grass, Briza media. 

1821 Clare Fill. Minst r ; IL 193 How have I joy’d, with 
dithering hands, to find Each fading flower,. 1878-86 
Britten & Holland Plant-n ., Dithering Grass, Briza 
media. Lane. 1890 R. Kipling Soldiers Three 65 Thomas 
in bulk can be worked up into ditthering, rippling hysteria. 

Bi-ther, sb. [f. prec. vb.] The action of dither- 
ing; vibration. 

1878 F. S. Williams Midi. Ratlin, 651 The firmness with 
■which one has to stand on the footplate in order to resist 
the * dither’ of the engine. 1888 Engineer* 24 Feb. 163/3 The 
range of the reciprocation of the tool ..is not much more 
than a vibration or dither. 

BitMonic (daijiri^nik, dijn^nik), a. Chem, 
[f. Di- z 4 Btiov sulphur + -10. (The formative 
- thionic is used for a group of compounds contain- 
ing H 2 0 6 , in combination with two or more atoms 
of sulphur.)] In dithionic acid, a synonym of hypo- 
sulphuric acid, H 2 S 2 0 6 , a dibasic acid not isolated 
in the pure state, but forming crystallizable salts, 
called DitMonates (daipar^n/t). 

1854 J. Scoffern in Orr's Circ. Sc. Chem. 285 Hypo- 
sulphuric acid (Dithionic acid). 1868 Watts Diet. Chem. 

V. 637 Dithionic acid, when concentrated as highly as 
possible, is an inodorous, strongly acid, hydrated liquid, 
of specific gravity 1*347; on attempting to concentrate it 
further, it is resolved into sulphuric acid and sulphurous 
oxide. .The dithionates are permanent at ordinary tempera- 
tures. 1883 Hardwick's Phatogr. Chem. <37 All the acids 
being; unstable with the exception of the Dithionic. 

.Dithyramb (drjursemb). [ad.. L. dithyramb us, 

a. Gr. Mvpap&os (origin unknown). In F. dithy- 
rambe. Also used in the Latin form.] Gr. Antiq. 
A Greek choric hymn, originally in honour of 
Dionysus or Bacchus, vehement and wild in char- 
acter ; a Bacchanalian song. 

1603 Holland Plutarch's Mor. 1358 According as 
Aeschylus saith : The Dithyramb© with clamours dissonant 
Sorts well with Bacchus. 1847 Grote Greece n. xxix. IV. 
1 18 The primitive Dithyrambus was a round choric dance 
and song in honour of Dionysus. 1873 Symonds Grk. Poets 
V. 1x8 The Dithyramb never lost the tempestuous and enthu- 
siastic character of Bacchic revelry. 

b. transf A metrical composition having char- 
acteristics similar to this. 

1656 S. Holland Zara in. hi. .153 The Musick having 
charmed their sences with a Celestiall Dithyramb [pr. Dyra- 
thamb], [1727-51 Chambers Cycl. s. v., Some . . modern 
writers, have composed Latin pieces of all kinds of verse in- 
differently. .without any order, or distribution into strophes, 
and call them dithyrambi.\ 1859 A. A. Bonar in Spurgeon 
Treas. Dav. Ps. vii. heading , Ewald suggests, that it 
[Shiggaion] might be rendered ‘a confused ode’, a Dithy- 
ramb. i860 Adler Fanriel’s Prov. Poetry i. 8 Martial 
dithyrambs, full of ardor and highmindedness. 

c. A speech or writing in vehement or inflated 
style. : 

1863/ Gf.o. Eliot Romola xxxix, What dithyrambs lie 
went into about eating and drinking. 1863 Sat. Rev. 153 
M. Victor Hugo, in Les Miserables, has poured forth a 
rhapsody, or dithyramb, or whatever, under a classical 
name, expresses exaggerated and inflated nonsense. 1877 
Morlky Grit. Misc. Ser. 11. 4 Mr. Carlyle, .has reproduced 
in stirring and resplendent dithyrambs the fire and passion. 
..ofthe French Revolution. 

Bitb.yram.blc (dijdne-mbik), a. and sb, [ad. 
L, dithyrambic-us, a. Gr. h 0 vpap,( 3 ucos, f. btOvpap- 
: see prcc. In F. dithyrambique. ] 

A. adj. Pertaining to, or of the nature of, a 
dithyramb ; composing dithyrambs. 

1603 Holland P Bet arch's Mor. 1358 To Bacchus they do 
chant . . certeine Dithyrambicke ditties and tunes, 1656 
Cowley Pindar. Odes , Praise Pindar ii, So Pindar does 
new Words and Figures roul Down his impetuous Dithy- 
rambique Tide. 1853 Grote Greece il. lxxxiii. XI. 36 The 
dithyrambic poet Philoxenus. 1854 Longf. Epimetkeus ii, 
With dithyrambic dances. 

b. transf. Resembling a dithyramb in irregu- 
larity of style; wild, vehement, boisterous. 

ci6xx Sylvester DrtBartas 11. iv. m. Schisme 547 BaTs 
bawling Priests . , howling chaunt these Dithyrambik charms. 
1689-90 Temple Ess. Poetry Wks.1731 I. 245 'Hie common 


Vein of the Gothick Runes was what is termed Dlthiram- 
bick, 1692 Bentley Boyle Led. ix. 329 Dithyrambic liberty 
of Style. 1838 Prescott Herd. 4* Is. (1846) IL xx. 208 A 
flow of lofty dithyrambic eloquence. 

B. sb. a. A dithyrambic verse; a dithyramb, 
b. Something resembling a dithyramb in style. 
< 3 . A writer of a dithyramb. 

1646 Sm T. Browne Pseud. Ep. vn. xiv. 367 Philoxenus 
..went off from the Dorick Dytherambicks unto the Phry- 
gian Harmony. 1674 Blount Glossogr. (ed. 4), The Poets, 
who composed such Hymns, were called Dithyrambicks. 1828 
Carlyle Goethe's Helena * Misc. Ess. 1872 I. 163 He con- 
cludes with another rapid dithyrambic describing the 
Peninsula of Greece. 1850 Maurice Mor. <5* Met. Philos. 
(ed. 2' 126 [Plato] had been a writer of dithy rambles. 

+ Bithyra*mbical, a. 06 s , rare. = prec. adj. 

1624 Gataker 'transit 1 st. 94 Writing rather like a Dithy- 
rambicall Poet.. then like a sober and sound Divine. 

Bitliyrambist (dijurarmbist). [f. Dithy- 
ramb* - 1ST. j A composer or utterer of dithy- 
rambs. 

1885 Spectator 30 May 704/1 The great dithyrambist to 
whom France is about to pay the last honours. 

Ditbyrems (drjriras), a. [f. Gr. SiBvpos having 
two doors, (f. < 5 i-, Di - 2 + 6 vpa door) + -OOS.J 
‘ Having two valves Syd. Sac. Lex . 1883. 
t Bi'tiag*, vbl. sb. Obs. [f. Bite v. 4 -mo L] 

1 . The action of the verb Bite : inditing. 

1382 Wyclif Wisd. Pro!., That diting the more smelleth 
fair Grec speche. <7x400 Destr. Troy 7392 Dares in his 
dytyng of Iris dedis tellis. C1440 Tramp. Parv. 123/2 
Dytynge, or indytynge of curyowse speche, diet amen, 
a 1605 Pol wart Ffytyng w. Montgomerie 224 Thy doytit 
dytings soone denie. 

2. Indictment. 

c 1440 Promp . Parv. 123/2 Dytynge, or indytynge of 
trespace, indict act 0. 

Biting, obs. form of Dtghting. 

‘tuition (drjhn). Obs. Also 6 dicion. [a. 
OF. dicion ( dition ), ad. L. dicidn-em (in later tran- 
scription dilion-eni) command, rule, swav, autho- 
rity; peril, from root die- of dicere to declare, tell, 
say, etc. Cf. Condition.] 

1 . Rule, sway, jurisdiction, command. 

1538 Leland I tin. I. 70 Northalvertonshir is holely of the 
Dition of the Bishop of Duresme. 1633 Bp. Hall Hard 
Texts Luke ii. x Under the Roman dition and jurisdiction. 
1654 YiLVAi'X'Epit.Ess.v. vi, Cambry twelv Shires contains 
under one dition. 

2 . The country or region under any particular 
rule ; a dominion, empire. 

1542 Udall Erasm. Apoph. 256 a, A dicion or royalme 
descended and come to his possession. 1545 J oye Exp. Dan. 
iv. Hivb, Caste oute of theyr dicions empyres and realmes. 
1685 H. More Para/ip. Prophet . 64 Herodes Palaestinus 
. , was banished beyond the Aipes, and part of his Dition laid 
to the Publick. 

TI 8, Used by T. Adams app, in sense * enrich- 
ment, resources ’ : perh. by confusion with. Bita- 
tion, and with play on addition, condition. 

16x5 T. Adams Black Devill 25 A mutinous rebel! viresque 
acquir'd eundo : he still enlarge th his own Dition, 1633 — 
Exp. 2 Peter i. 11 Rich men scorn to be beggars, their 
dition admits no such condition. 

+ Brtionary, a. and sb. Obs. [f. prec. + -ary.] 

A. , adj. Under dominion ; subject, tributary. 

1629 Chapman Juvenal v. 180 Now our markets their 

chief purveyance owe To some remote and ditionary coast, 

B. sb. One who is under rule ; a subject. 

1555 Eden Decades 18 The ditionaries of Cannaboa. 
ibid. 23 All the princes which dwell bet wenc the Weste 
eude and his palaice are ditionaries. [1577 Objected to 
by R. Wilks in his re-edition of Eden’s Hist. Pref. to 
Rdr.] 

Bitokoms (ditriv3s\ a. Zoo/, [f. Gr. Sirb/cos 
hating two at a birth (f. St-, Di- 2 + tokos a bring- 
ing forth, offspring) + -due.] a. Producing two at 
a birth ; having twins, b. Laying only two eggs 
in a clutch, as pigeons. C. Producing young of 
two kinds, as some worms. 

In recent Diets. 

Bitolyl (daiftmriil). Chem. [Di- 2.] An aro- 
matic hydrocarbon, a crystalline substance of the 
constitution 2(C 6 H 4 -CH 3 ): see Tolyl. 

1877 Watts Townes' Chem. II. 564 Ditolyl . . forms mono- 
clinic crystals, easily soluble in hot alcohol, melting at 121 0 . 
1878 Pkarmaceut. Srnl. n\. Two liquid 

ditolyls boiling about 275° and 285° were obtained. 

Biton, var. of Draw, Obs., a phrase. 

Bitone (dai*t<Jun). Mus. [ad. Gr. Sirov-ov the 
ancient major third, neuter of Strovos, f. Si-, Di- 2 
+ t 6 vos Tone.] An interval containing two whole 
tones ; a major third ; esp. the Pythagorean major 
third in ancient Greek music, consisting of two 
major tones (ratio 81 : 64). 

1609 Douland Omith. Micro t. x8 A Ditone Is a perfect 
third: so called, because it containes . . two Tones. 1694 

W. Holder Harmony (1731) 98 In the Enharmonic Kind 
[the Ancients used] only Diesis, or quarter of a Tone, and 
Ditone, as the Degrees whereby they made the Tetrachord. 
1818 Gentl. Mag. May 416/1 /l’he Enharmonic [Scale pro- 
ceeded] by the semitone and ditones (or combinations of two 
1 whole tones). 

Hence f Bitomean a., containing a ditone. 

I Obs. 

1728 R. North Mem. of Music (184.6) 20 The Ditonean 
scale as they used it is not without this fault. 


Ditrematcms (daitrPmatss), a. Zool. [f. mod. 
L. Ditremata neut. pi. (f. Gr. Si-, L)i- - -t rprjfm, 
TprjpaxT- opening) +-OUS.] Of or pertaining to the 
Ditremata, a division of gastropod molluscs, hav- 
ing the external male and female orifices widely 
separate ; also, having the anal and genital orifices 
distinct, as in Diirema, a genus of fishes. 

In recent Diets. 

Bitremid (doitrrmid). Zool. [f. mod.L. Di- 
tremid-iB sb. pi., f. Ditrenm : see prec.] A fish of 
the family Ditremidoe, of which Diirema (see prec.) 
is the typical genus. So Bitrcmoid a., of or per- 
taining to this family of fishes. 

Di-tri-, a compendious way of expressing di - or 
tri-, di - and tri-, in composition, as di-trichofomous 
s=s dichotomous or trichotomous, di-trimerous 
(abbreviated 2-3 -nitrous, cf. 2-3 -fid, 2-3 - celled , 
etc.). . 

1838 Loudon Encycl. Plants (1841) 57 Trichodium cant- 
num. Branches of panicle di-trichotoinous roughish, glumes 
acute, 1847 Craig, Ddrichotomous, divided into twos or 
threes ; having the stems continually dividing into double or 
treble ramifications ; the term is sometimes applied to a 
panicle of flowers, [So in later Diets.] 

Bitriglyph (daitmi-glif). Arch. [a. F. ditri- 
glyphe ( Diet, de Trevoux), f. Di- ' A 4 triglyphe .] 

1. * The space between two triglvphs k 

1727-51 Cham bers Cycl. 1731 Bailky vol. II. *754 Diet. 
Arts <y Sc. II. 947. 1830 ‘ R. Stuart ’ Diet. A rchit. XL xx 
Ditriglyph , the intervening space between two triglyphs. 
[Cf. Littr£ scv.Di triglyphe.] 

2. A certain interval (viz. 5 J modules) between 
columns of the Boric order (nearly but not quite 
equal to that of the diastyle intereolumniation in 
the other orders, which is 6 modules), admitting 
the use of two triglyphs in the frieze, between those 
over the columns. 

(This sense app. began with qtiot. 1791, in which it wa* 
perhaps an attrib. or adj. use of 1.) 

1791 Sir W. Chambers Civil A rchit. fed. 3) 80 Setting * . 
aside the pycnostyle and systyle dispositions, • « the diastyle 
intereolumniation . , may be employed in all the orders, 
excepting the Doric ; in which the most perfect interval is 
the di triglyph. 1830 ‘ R. Stuart ’ Diet. Arc/tit. IL xx Ditri- 
glyph, in intercolumniations, the placing of two triglyphs over 
the intercolunm, so that a triglyph being placed over each 
of the two outermost columns, will form the dltriglyph. 184® 
Gwilt Encycl. A rchit. 717. 1850 J. H. Parker Gloss. 

Terms (ed. 5) x 66 Ditriglyph, an interval between two 
columns, admitting two triglyphs in the entablature; used 
in the Doric order. 

8. attrib. or adj. =^next. 

18x9 P. Nicholson Diet. A rchit 1. 389 Ditriglyph, having 
two triglyphs over the intercolunm. 

So BitriglypMc a., having two triglyphs in the 
space over the intereolumniation. 

1837 Penny Cycl. VII. 2x8 The centre intercolunm. .in the 
Propylsea at Athens, where a ditriglyphic arrangement is 
employed. 

Bitrigonal (dcltri'gonal), a. Cry st. [f. Di- 2 
4* Trigonal.] Having six (dihedral) angles, of 
which the first, third, and filth are equal, and also 
the second, fourth, and sixth, but those of the one 
set not equal to those of the other, (CL-Dihexa- 
GONAL, BlTETEAGONAL.) 

1878 Gurney Crystallogr. 60 Some minerals.. appear to 
possess a truly hexagonal and not merely a trigonal or ditri- 
gonal symmetry. , 1895 Story-Maskelyne Crystallogr. v,. 
§ 1 16. 133 A form with six poles '.grouped round the 'axis, 

! that may be viewed as an axis of ditrigonal symmetry, 

| Ibid. vii. § 244. 293 The ditrigonal scalenohedron. 

I Hence Bitrrgoually adv. 

1895 Story-Maskelyne Crystallogr. vii. § 246. 29 6 The 
summit-quoins are symmetrical ditrigonafly on the axis. 

Bitrockee (daitmu-kz). Pros. [ad. L. ditrockx- 
us , a. Gr. Sirpoxcuos, f. 5i-, Di- 2 + rpo\aTos TRO- 
CHEE, Oftener used in the L. form.] Afoot consist- 
ing of two trochees ; a double troebee : = D ichoree. 
So Bitroche au a., containing two trochees. 

. [1706 Phillips (ed.' Kersey), Ditrochceus, a Foot in Greek 
or Latin Verse which consists of two Trochees ; as Canti- 
lena.] 1855 Sat. Rev. I. 3/2 Does Absolute Wisdom take 
pleasure in forced and far-fetched apropos, or does it delight 
in ditrochees ? X846 Worcester, Ditrochean, containing 
two trochees. Edin. Rat. 

Bitrorfc© (dPtmicit). : [f. Ditro in Tran- 

sylvania 4 -ite.] (See quot. 1868.) 

. x868 Dana Min. 328 A rock composed of orthoclase, 
elaeolite, and sodalite, from Ditro in Transylvania, : is the 
ditroy te of Tschermak. 1879 R utley Study Rocks x. 108 
It is a component of the rock named ditroite, in which it 
■ .-occurs 'assoriaited::irith.;SodaIite [etc.]. ■ ■■ . ,, 

Bitt, obs. form of Dit sb. and v. 

Bittander (ditscmdai). ? Obs. [Of the same 
origin as Dittany ; the form ditaumiere appears 
to be Anglo-F. (cf. OF. ditan), but its terminal 
part is unexplained.] 

X. A name for Pepperwort, Lepidium latifolium : 
—Dittany 4. 

[c 1265 Voc. Plants in Wr.-Wiileker 556/34 Diptanmtm, 
ditaundere.] 1578 (see Dittany 4]. 1597 Geuarde Herbal 

il vii. § 2, 188 The Englishmen [call it] Dittander, Ditany, 
and Pepperwoort. 1671 Salmon Syn. Med. ni. xxil 419 
Piperitis, AemSioo, Dittander. 1832 Veg. Snbst. Food 195 
Dittander .. The leaves, .are . . hot and acrid . . whence . . 
the name of * poor man’s pepper V 


DiTTAinr, 


DITTY, 


f 2 . Dittany of Crete : = Dittaky r. Ok. 

*607 Topsell Serpents {1658) 6x9 Things that, .will like- 
wise defend and keep us from venomous creatures : as for 
example; Southernwood, Dittander, Fleabane, Calamint. 
t6xt Cotgr., Dictame de Candie, dittanie of Candia, the 
right Dittander. 1658 Phillips, Dittany, or Dittander, 
a herb growing abundantly in Dicte, a Promontory of Creet. 

Dittany (di'tani). Forms : 4 ditoyne, 5 dy- 
tan(e, diteyne, di-, dytayne, detane, 5-6 de- 
tany,-ie, 6 ditanie, dittayne, ditten, 6-7 ditany , 
dittani(e, (7 dittamy, diptani), 6- dittany. Also 
j8. 6-7 dictam, 7 dictamn©, dictamen ; y. (in 
Lab forms) 6 dictamus, dictannm, (dictamion), 
6-7 dictamnus, dictamnum. [repr. OF. ditan 
(12th c. in Hatz.-Darm.), ditain, diptarn, dictum , 
later diptame dictame , -amne med.L. dictamus, 
-urn, L. dktamn-us , -«7/z, Gr. 5 'uerafivov, reputed 
to be f. Airri), the mountain Dicte in the island of 
Crete, where (among other places) the herb grew. 
It is not easy to account for the English forms 
in -ayne, -any. But the word suffered great per- 
version in other langs. also : thus med.L. had also 
diptamnus, diptamus , diptanus , ditanus , etc. : cf, 
also Pr. diptamni (Littre), It. dittamo.\ 

1 . A labiate plant, Origanum Dictamnus, called 
also Dictamnus Creticus or Dittany of Crete; 
formerly famous for its alleged medicinal virtues. 

1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. xvn. xlix. (1493) 632 Ltp- 
tannus..isof so grete vertue that it dryueth and putteth 
out yren out of the body, therfore beestys smyte wyth 
arowes ete therof. a 1400 Pistill of Susan 1 14 Daysye and 
Ditoyne, Ysope and Aueroyne. 1513 Douglas VEneis xu. 
vii. 74 Venus. .Caucbt rewth and piete of hir sonnys diseis, 
And from the wod of mont Ida in Creit, Vp hes scho pullit 
dictam, the herb sweit. 1546 Langley Pol . Verg. De 
invent. 1. xvii. 31b, As the Harte stryken with an arrow 
driueth it out with Detany. *591 Haringtont Orl. Fur. 
xrx. xvii, An herb whose vertue was to staunch the blood, 
As Dittany. 1794 Martyn Rousseau's Bot. xxii. 310 
Dittany of Crete has the small purple flowers collected in 
loose nodding heads. 1870 Morris Earthly Par. I. It. 
484 Fresh dittany beloved of wild goats. 

b. fig. (From the supposed power of Cretan 
dittany to expel weapons.) 

1623 Sir E. Digby Sf>. in Rushw. Hist . Coll. (1659) I. 134 
We shall receive from his Royal Hand that Dictamen which 
must expel these Arrows tnat hang in the sides of the 
Commonwealth. 1624 Bp. Hall Serm. v. ipo The shaft 
sticks still in thee ;. .None but the Sovereign Dittany of thy 
Saviour’s Righteousness can drive it out. 1639 T, Brugis 
tr. Camus' Mor. Retat. 297 But this newes. .was a forcible 
dittany to drive this arrow out of the wound, i860 Trench 
Serm. Westm. Abb. xv. 179 The arrow which drinks up his 
spirit, there is no sovereign dittany which will cause it to 
drop from his side. 

f 2 . Applied to another labiate, Marrubium Pseu- 
dodictamnus , also called Bastard Dittany. Ok. 

155® Huloet, Dittayne, called false dittayne, herb, con- 
dr is. 1578 Lyte Dodoens it. Ixxxviii. 267 The second 
kinde which is called Pseudodictamnum, that is to say 
Bastarde Dictam, is much like vn to the first. , sauing that 
it is not hoate. 1611 Cotgr., Dictame bastard. Bastard 
Dittanie ; somewhat resembles the right one. 1671 Salmon 
Syn. Med. ill. xxii, Pseudo-dictamnus . . Bastard Dittany. 

3 . The English name for the genus Dictamnus 
(N.O. Rutacese ) ; esp. D. Fraxinella (Bastard 
Dittany\ and D. a/bus (White Dittany). 

[*551 Turner Herbal 1. O iv, Dictamnus growithno where 
ellis that I knowe of, sauynge only in Candye. .Many haue 
abused fraxinella for thys herbe.] 1605 Timme Quersit. 
in. 177 Take.. of white diptani,. .of goates beard,, .of each 
one handfull. x6xx Cotgr., Dictame blanc , tragium, fraxi- 
nella ; called also bastard, or false Dittanie ; and oft mis- 
taken., for the right Dittanie. 1794 Martyn Rousseau's 
Bot. xix. 266 White Dittany or Fraxinella. 1866 Treas. 
Bot.. Dittany, Bastard, Dictamnus Fraxinella. 

+ 4 . Erroneously applied to Pepperwort, Lepidium 
latifolium (N.O. Cruciferse) : see Dittander i. 

1548 Turner Names of Herbes 34 Some cal Lepidium also 
Dittany. 1573 Tusser Husb. xlv. (1878) 97 Detanie, or 

S irden ginger. *578 Lyte Dodoens v. Ixvi. 631 heading, Of 
ittanaer Dittany, but rather Pepperwurt. 

5 . Applied to various plants resembling the above 
in appearance or properties ; *r^.in U.S. to Cunila 
Mariana (N.O. Labiatx). 

* 1676 T. Glover Virginia, in Phil. Traits. XI. 629 Here 
is also an herb which some call Dittany, others Pepper- 
wort ; it is not Dittany of Candia, nor English Dittander. 
1693 J. Clayton Acc. Virginia in Mi sc. Cur. (17081 III. 
352 They fetched some of the Herb which they call Dittany, 
as having a great Traditionary Vertue for the Cure of 
Poisons. 171a tr. Pomet’s Hist. Drugs I. 26 Snake-Root 
is called by some Dittany. 1854-67 C. A Harris Did. 
Med. Terminal., Cunila Mariana, dittany ; mountain 
dittany ; stone-mint a plant possessing stimulant, car- 
minative, and aromatic properties. 

Dittay (drte, di*ti). Sc. Law . Also 5 dyttay ; 
cf. also Dittt 5. [a. OF. ditt, ditti , and thus the 

same word as Ditty, but prob. of later introduc- 
tion in Sc., and in consequence preserving later 
the Fr. pronunciation, represented by final -ay.] 
The matter of charge or ground of indictment 
against a person for a criminal offence ; also, the 
formulated indictment. To take up dittay , to ob- 
tain * information and presentments of crime in 
order to trial * (Bell Diet. Law Scot.). 

c 1470 Henry Wallace 1. 274A gret dyttay for Scottis thai 
ordand than. 1535 Stewart Cron. Scot. II. 192 Befoir the 
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air ane dittay for to tak In euirilk schyre. *57* Satir. 
Poems Reform, xxviii. 182 The Justice Clerk mydittayred 
perqueir, a 1605 Montgomerie Fly ting w. Polivart 77 1 hy 
dittay was death : thou dare not deny it. 1609 Skene Reg. 
May. 6, 1637 Rutherford Lett. m (1862) I, 431 As many 

sentences as I uttered, as many points of dittay shall there 
be, when the Lord shall plead with the world. 1743 J' 
Chamberlaynds St. Gt. Brit. it. in. v. 412 The_ method of 
taking up offenders by dittay. .abolished. 1753 W. Stewart 
in Scots Mag. Mar. 135/2 This letter, .is brought as a point 
of dittay against the pantiel. x8s8 Scott Hrt. Midi, xu, 
Here's the dittay against puir Effie : Whereas [etc.]. 

fg. 1831 Westminster Rev, XIV. 50 All that he says 
under this bead of dittay, consisting of a string of niaiseries 
unworthy of a schoolboy. 

Bitten, obs. var. of Dittany. 

Dittied ; see Ditty v. 

Ditto (drt<?)» [a. It. ditto (Florio), dcttos&id, 
spoken, aforesaid (:—L. dictus, -urn). Used in It. 
with a sb, like * said ’ in Eng. : (it) detto libro * (the) 
said book * ; also, absolutely, to avoid repetition of 
the name of a month, thus ( Vocab . Della Crusca ) 

* Sotto li 22 di dicembre mi fu significato . . che 
per li 26 detto . . io dovessi* etc. (on the 22nd 
December it was signified to me . . that by the 
26th aforesaid (ditto) . . I should have, etc.). 
This was the original sense in which the word 
was adopted in English, where it has been trans- 
ferred to other uses, quite unknown to Italian.] 

+ 1 . In or of the month already named; said 
month. Ok. 

1625 Purchas Pilgrims x. ix. § 4 The eight and twentieth 
ditto, I went.. to the Generals Tent. 1677 Henchman in 
W. Hubbard Narrative < 1865) I. 237 They, 27 ditto, brought 
in two Squaws, a Boy and a Girl. | By ditto is meant June, 
the date June 30 having just been mentioned.] 

2 . By extension : The aforesaid, the same ; used, 
in accounts and lists (where also abbreviated d°, 
do., or expressed by two dots or commas, or a dash) 
to avoid repetition of a word or phrase appearing 
above; hence in commercial, office, and colloquial 
language. 

1678 Phillips, Ditto (Italian, said) [1706 adds the afore- 
said or the same] a word used much in Merchants Accorapts, 
and relation of Foreign news ; and signifieth the same place 
[ed. 1696 the same Commodity or Place] with that im- 
mediately beforementioned. 171a Arbuthnot John Bull 
iv. ii. To Esquire South’s accompt for post Ter mimtms To 
ditto for Non est factums. 1752 J. Louthian Form of 
Process (ed. 2) 261 To the Clerk for every Petition or 
Answer 0x20 To ditto for Letters of Intimation or Libera- 
tion.. 0180. X759 Verral Cookery 105 (Stanf.) Parsley 

roots, and leaves of ditto. 1776 G. Semple Building in. 
•water 67 C. Thorough Foundation of Masonry. .D. Low- 
water mark (three Feet above ditto Foundation). 1814 Col. 
Hawker Diary (1893) I. 116 Buonaparte's crown, .ditto of 
Charlemagne. 1840 Dickens Barn . Rudge lii, Came in 
yesterday morning rather the worse for liquor, and was.. 
ditto last night. 1878 Lloyd s Weekly 19 May 5/2 (Stanf.) 
Mrs. Brown (who is also possessed of ditto ditto ditto). 

b. To say ditto to : to acquiesce in or express 
agreement with what has been said by (another) ; 
to endorse the statements or conclusions of. 

X775 in Prior Life of Burke (1825} I. 284 His brother can- 
didate Mr. Cruger, a merchant, .at the conclusion of one of 
Mr. Burke's eloquent harangues, finding, .nothing to add. . 
exclaimed .. in the language of the counting-house, ‘I say 
ditto to Mr. Burke’. x8.. W. E. Norris (Dixon), His 
wife's convictions resembled those of the.wise and unassum- 
ing politician who was content to say ditto to Mr. Burke. 
1894 Mrs. H. Ward Marcella II. 8 Two people who are 
going to be married ought to say ditto to each other in 
everything. ■ 

3 . Hence as sb. a. A duplicate or copy; an 
exact resemblance ; a similar thing. 

2776 J. Q. Adams in Fam. Lett. (18761209 Canteens, camp 
kettles, blankets, tents, shoes, hose, arms, flints, and other 
dittoes. x8x8 Lady Morgan FI. Macartky (1819) III. i. 67 
(Stanf.) Judge Aubrey, just the ditto of herself. x88o Mrs. 
Parr Adam f Eve xii. 173 Aunt and uncle and my mother 
..think his ditto was never made. 1885 L. Oliphant 
Haifa (1887) 236 The upper fragment, .the ditto of which 
is to be found at I rbid. 

b. Cloth of the same material ; chiefly plural, 
in suit of dittos', a suit of clothes of the same 
material and colour throughout. 

1755 Connoisseur (1774.) III. No. 77 ? 3 A snuff-coloured 
suit of ditto with bolus buttons. 1787 Microcosm J1793) 
II. No. 29 f x6 To.. rescue a suit of JDittos from revilings. 
1817 Beloe Sexagenarian (1818) 52 His suit of clothes was 
made of what the young men of that day called Ditto. 
1834 Southey Doctor IL Ivi. 191 A sober suit of brown or 
snuff-coloured dittos such as beseemed his profession. 1883 
Payn Thicker than Water ix, He was never seen in dittos 
even in September. 

c. A succession of the same thing ; a repetition. 

1887 Cleland True to a Type I. 1x2 Picnics . . form an 

ever-recurring ditto. 

4 . attrib. and Comb., as ditto-suit ', ditto-say- 
ing adj. 

1892 Pall Mall G. 5 May 7/r Knots . . that cannot be 
untied by loud banality or ditto-saying Gladstonianism. 
1893 Daily News 5 Apr. 7/1 No change is recorded in ditto 
suits. 

•[I For Ditty sb. 3. 

<2 x679 T. Goodwin Object . Justif. Faith 1. Ix. Wks. 1697 
IV, 49 The declared Ditto of his Song. 

Hence Bi'tto v., to produce a ‘ ditto * or dupli- 
cate of ; to match. Bi'ttoism, Di-ttosMp, exact 
repetition or reproduction ; sameness. 


2837-40 Hauburton Clockrn. (1862) 162 Where will you 
ditto our fall? it whips English weather by a long chalk. 
1869 Bushnell Worn. Suffrage vii. x6 When a woman has 
set herself up for a practical dittoship with men. 2884 
A. A. Putnam io Years Police Judge vii. 42 The wear and 
tedium of court-house dittoism. 1890 Army and Navy 
Gaz. 4 Jan., ‘Dittoing' the ships of other powers. Ibid., 
What is the Dupuy de Ldme to be * dittoed f with ? 

Bi'ttogram. [f. Gr. Strrd-y twofold, double 
+ 7pd/x/ia : see -gram.] A letter or series of letters 
unintentionally repeated by a scribe in copying ; 
~Dittograph. 

x88i Athenaeum x6 July 77/2 The mora of * moram * may 
be a dittogram from -in mitionis. 

Dittography (ditp-grafi). [f. as prec. + 
-graphy ; cf. Gr. 8 iTToypa<poi>ixevov a double read- 
ing.] In Paleography and Textual Criticism ; 
Double writing; the unintentional repetition of a 
letter or word, or series of letters or words, by a 
copyist. So Bi’ttograpE, a Utter or series of 
letters thus repeated; Bittogrra*pMc a., of the 
nature of a dittograph. 

X874 T. H. Key Language 407 note, The letters in italics 
stand, probably, for probeidem , i. e. a dittograph for probe 
axi&pridem, 1876 H. Sweet A. S. Rdr. Notes (1879) 202 
The ge may be merely a scribal error— a repetition (ditto* 
graphy) of the preceding ge. 1882 A thenxum 7 Oct. 456/3 
They committed errors through confusing sounds, .through 
dittography and repetition of letters. 1885 Ibid. 11 July 
46/2 If the 3 of 'ITICD is considered as dittographic of the 
3 of the word DDl’V which precedes. 1889 Sat. Rev, 26 
Jan. xo8/x Mistakes that arose from the haplography, ditto- 
graphy, homceoteleuton, and all the other malfeasances of 
the much-abused Scribes. 1893 J. Cook Wilson in Ctassical 
Rev. Feb. 34/1 OvSets before may be a dittograph of 
ovSt ei after <jyqcr 1. 

Bittology (dit^'lodgi). [ad. Gr. Ztrro-, Siaao- 
\oyia repetition of words, f. Sirrokoyos, f. Sitto?, 
StaxTo* double : see -(o)logy.] A twofold or double 
reading or interpretation. 

1678 Phillips, Dittology (Gr.) Double reading, such as 
divers Texts of Scripture will admit of. 1730 T. Boston 
Mem. xii. 474 Thinking on the sacred name Jehovah I had 
fallen into a notion of its being a dittology standing for 
Jehovah Elohim. 1859 F, Hall Vdsayadatid Pref. it 
There is scarcely a doubt of. . the assumption that Subandhu 
designs a dittology. 

t Drttoix. Obs. Also 6 Sc. dytone, 7 diton. 
[a. F. dicton (in 16th c. pronounced diton , acc. to 
Palsgrave p. 23, and Beza), a word or phrase become 
proverbial L. dictum a saying: see Dictum.] A 
phrase, an expression ; esp . one of the nature of a 
motto or proverb. 

157a Satir. Poems Reform, xxx. ad fin,, Finis with the 
Dytone Quod Sempill. 1606 Biknie Kirk- Buriat l (1833) 
17 Inscryving their tombes with a trigram of D. M. S. a diton 
that meaned,Z>A’r manibus Sacrum. 1631 A. Craige Pilgr. 
4- Herm. 7 On the greene growing Barke of each blooming 
Tree, This Diton indorsed shall well written bee. 1653 
Urquhart Rabelais 11. xxvii. (1694) 1.63, Pantagruel for an 
eternal Memorial wrote this victoria! Ditton. 

Ditty (di'til, sb. Forms : 4 dittee, 4-5 dite, 
ditee, dyte, dytee, (5 dete, dety, dytte), 6-7 
ditie, dittie, (6 detie, diti, ditte, dytie, dytty), 
6- ditty. 5 dietee, dyctee, 6 dictie, dyctye. 
[ME. dite, ditee, a. OF. diti, ditti , orig. dittt, in 
17th c. dictii, composition, treatise L» dietdt-um 
thing dictated, lesson, exercise, neut. pa. pple. of 
dietdre to Dictate.] 

tl. A composition ; a treatise : =Dite sb. 1. 

1387 Trevisa Higden (Rolls) III. 361 Ditee of Troye, 
whiche he [Aristotle] by took Alisaundre fliigd. Uiadis 
dictamen quod dedit Alexandro.] c 1400 Rom. R ose 5289 Of 
this unyte spak Tulius in a ditee [Cicero De Amicitia). 

2 . A composition intended to be set to music and 
sung; a song, lay; now, a short simple song ; often 
used of the songs of birds, or applied deprecia- 
tively. 

a 12,00 Sat. People Kildare ix. in E. E. P. (1862) 154 
Swi/e wel 3e vnder-stode )> at makid ditee so gqde. 
1382 Wyclif Exod. xv. 1 Thanne Moyses soong..tlus ditee 
to the Lord . — • Prov. xxv. 20 That singeth dites with 

peruerted herte. c 1485 Digby Myst. iv. 795 Sum dolorose 
ditee. 1589 Puttenham Eng. Poesie 1. xxx. (Arb.V 72 
All the commended fourmes of the auncient Poesie, which 
we. .do imitate and vse vnder these common names : enter* 
lude, song, ballade, carroll and ditty. 1599 Shaks. Pass. 
Pilgr. 199 The lark . . doth welcome daylight with her ditty. 
1625 Gonsalvio s Inquis. 194 Filthie and slanderous dities 
sung by boyes in his dispraise. *66 7 M ilton P. L. XL 584 
To the Harp they sung Soft amorous Ditties^ 1722 Henley 
Sped. No. 396 1*2 Penning a Catch or a Ditty, instead of 
inditing Odes, and Sonnets, a x8oo Cowper Poplar F tela 
iii, The blackbird has fled. .And the scene. .Resounds with 
his sweet-flowing ditty no more. 1810 Scott Lady of L. il 
xviii, Distinct the martial ditty flowed. 1885 R Buchanan 
A nnan Water xxv. After each ditty she went round with a 
plate collecting coppers. 

’J 4 b. Any composition in verse ; a poem, ballad. 

1387 Trevisa Higden (Rolls) IV. 309 A Greek .. usede 
to make noble ditees in preysinge of Cesar, c 1430 Lydg. 
Min. Poems (1840) 25 (Matz.) The aureat dytees . . Of 
Omerus in Grece. c 1510 Barclay Mirr. Gd. Manners 
(1570) A iij, My ditties indited may counsell many one. 
1589 Puttenham Eng. Poesie m. xix. (Arb.) 225 Our poet 
in his short ditties .. will conclude, .his Epigram with 
a verse or two, spoken in such sort, as [etc.]. . 26x4 Bp. Hall 
Recoil. Treat. 1.4 Not the worst of the heathen Emperors 
made that mouefuJl dittye on his deathbed. 
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f 3. The words of a song, as distinguished from 
the music or tune ; also, the leading theme or 
phrase; hence, Subject, matter, theme, 'burden’. 

1552 Huloet, Dittye synger, or he that beareth y® fote of 
the song, presenter, 1561 Bp. Parkhurst Injunctions, 
That the songe in the Churche be.. so deuised and vsed 
that the ditte may plainly be vnderstand. 1580 Sidney Ps. 
xm. v, Still, therefore, of thy graces shall be my Songs 
ditty. 1600 Shaks. A. V. L. v. iii. 36 There was no great 
matter in the dittie, yet y® note was very vntunable. 1641 
J. Jackson True Evang . T. in. 375 The Dity of that 
nymne, or Carol 1, [was] Peace on earth. 1654 Whitlock 
Zootomia 485 Hymnes and Spiritual! Songs, where Humane 
Invention cometh in for Ditty and Notes. 1672 Sm T. 
Browne Lett, to Friend § 25 To be dissolved and be with 
Christ was his dying ditty. 
f 4. That which is said ; speech. Obs. rare. 

1483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 275/2 Whan he spack for his 
frende he attempred so o the maner of his dytee that he was 
not ouer hastyng hym self. 

f 5. *** Dittay. (Anglicized spelling of the Sc. 
law term.) Obs. 

1634 Rutherford Lett. (1862) I. 134 If you can learn 
a ditty against C., try, and cause try, that ye may see the 
Lord’s righteous judgement upon the devil’s instruments. 
1649 Bp. Guthrie Mem. (1702) 47 The Scottish Bishops, .did 
accuse the Earl of Traquair. .and gave in great Ditties 
against him. 1657 Hutcheson Expos. John iii. 17 Albeit 
Christ may be eventually for the falling of many, and his 
coming will afford sad matter of ditty against them. 

+ Di'tty , v. Obs. [f. prec. sb, : cf. OF. ditier to 
write, compose, Bite.] a. intr. To sing a ditty ; 
irans . to sing as a ditty; also, to celebrate in 
song. h. To "tit or adapt words to (music) : cf. prec. 

2 . Hence Drttied ppl. a Di'ttying vbl. sb. 

1597 Morley Introd. Mus. 172 You mustjhave an especiall 
care of causing your parts [of a ditty] glue place one to 
another, .nor can you cause them rest till they haue ex- 
pressed that part of the dittying which they haue begun. 
Ibid. 178 One of the greatest absurdities which I haue 
scene committed in the dittying of musicke. 1602 Marston 
A ntonids Rev. 11. ii, Such Songs. . I often dittied till my boy 
didsleepe. 1633 G. Herbert Temple , Providence iii, Beasts 
fain would sing; birds dittie to their notes. 1633 P. 
Fletcher Purple hi. j. viii, Which bears the under-song 
unto your chearfull dittying. 1633 — . Poet. Misc. 65 My 
Fusca’s eyes, my Fu serfs beauty dittying. 1634 Milton 
Comas 86 With his soft Pipe, and smooth-dittied song. 1768 
S. Bentley River Dove 8 Heard is the love-ditty’d Strain. 
1797 T. Park Sonnets 97 Many a little dittied tale. 
Ilrtty-bag. [Origin obscure: according to 
Smyth Sailor's Word-bk. it 'derives its name from 
the diltis or Manchester stuff of which it was once 
made * ; but no evidence of this is given, nor is any- 
thing known of the stuff alleged.] A bag used by 
sailors to contain their smaller necessaries. 

c i860 H. Stuart Seaman's Cateck. 81, 1 ditty hag, to 
contain two dozen of clothes stops, needles, thread, scissors, 
tape, thimbles, and buttons. 1885 Runciman Skippers 
SA. 159 He had a lumpy canvas bag-a dittey-bag they 
call it— on his shoulders. 

So Di tty-box, a box serving the same purpose, 
used by fishermen. 

1883 Pall Mall G. 2 June Suppl., A 'ditty-box’ is an 
American fisherman’s, receptacle for all sorts of odds and 
ends together with implements of every-day use. 1883 
Fisheries Exhib. Catal. 198 Fishermeu’s tools, * ditty-boxes,' 
..coopering tools, [etc.]. 

|| Biuoa (dqzrka, dsi^w'ka). Ornitk . [Native 
name in Chili.] A Chilian finch, Diuca grisea. 

1893 W. H. Hudson Idle Days Patagonia i. 15 The diucas 
were sure prophets. 

Biureide (doiiTioTz’ioid). Ckem. [f. Di- 2 + 
Ureide.] A compound of two urea-residues with 
an acid radical. 

1877 Watts Fmmes * Chem. II. 400 The 4- and 5-carbon 
diureides (including uric acid itself) are formed by the union 
of one molecule of a bihasic acid and 2 molecules of urea, 
with elimination of 4 molecules of water, and accordingly 
contain one diatomic acid residue and two urea-residues, 
COS(NH). 

II Biuresis (dai/un sis). Med. [mod.L. diure- 
sis, a. Gr. *uovprjcris, f. tita through + ovprjcris urina- 
tion, Uresis. Cf. F. diurbse.] Excretion or eva- 
cuation of urine, especially when excessive. 

*68 x tv. Willis' Rem. Med. Wks, Vocab., Diuresis, evacua- 
tion by urin. 1710 T. Fuller Pharm. Extemp. 81 It [the 
decoction] turns off Feculendes by . . Diuresis. 1879 Khory 
Prim. Med. 31 Diuresis may be due to an abnormal condi- 
tion of the passages, to nervous influence. 

Biuretic (clai/uretik), a. and sb. Med. Also 
5 duretick, -ik, duritik, 6 diuretike, dyury- 
tyke, (7 diuretique), 7-8 diuretick(e. [ad. L. 
diuretic-us, a. Gr. StovprjTi/cbs promoting urine, f. 
hovptiv to urinate: see prec. Cf. F. diurjtique 
( 14 th c. in Hatz.-Darm.).] 

A. adj. Having the quality of exciting (exces- 
sive) excretion or discharge of urine. 

c 1400 Lanfranc’s Cimrg. 276 A decoccioun of herbis ]>at 
hen mollificatif & duretik. 1541 R. Copland Galyeris 
Terap. 2 Hij b, It must be myxed..with some dyurytyke 
medycamentes. 1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. n. v. 84 
Inwardly received it. may he very diuretick, and expulse 
the stone in the kidnyes. *732 Arbuthnot Rules of 
Diet, All salts whatsoever are diuretick. . 1885 Manch. 
Exam. 4 May 5/2 The salts of potash which it contains 
are diuretic. 

+ b. Of persons: Urinating excessively. Obs. 
*768 Life Sir B. Sapskull II. 97. x8xa Mom. Chron. 
11 Apr. 
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B. sb. A substance having the property of pro- 
moting excretion or evacuation of urine. 

6-1400 Lanfranc's Cirurg. 279 pou schalt make him a 
clisterie of duritikis. 1658 Rowland Moufet's Tkeat. Ins. 
912 Galen placeth it amongst Diureticks. 1704 Swift T. 
Tub Wks. 1760 I. 109 Laughter . . the most innocent of all 
diureticks. 2732 Arbuthnot Rules of Diet 256 Stimulatory 
Diureticks. 1875 H. C. Wood Therap. (2879) 477. 
t Diure'tical, a. (sb.) Obs . Med. [f. as prec. 
+ -al.] =prec. A. adj . 

1601 Holland Pliny II. 444 The egs or spawn that the 
Cuttill fish doth cast be diureticall, and prouoke vrxne. 3646 
Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. n. v. 92 That Bezoar is Anti- 
dotall, Lapis Judaicus diureticall. .we will not deny. 2685 
Phil. Trans. XV. 983 Scaliger’s Story of the sound of the 
bagpipe being too diuretical upon a Knight of Gascony. 

33. sb. 

1658 A. Fox tr. Wurtz ' Surg. m. vii. 236 To this purpose 
are. .used.. all manner of diureticals. 

Hence ^ Diuretically adv,, in a diuretic way, 
by diuresis ; f Diure'ticalness , diuretic property. 

3644 Hammond Loyal Convert 13 Physicians evacuate the 
Body, .sometimes by Phlebotomie .. sometimes diurecically. 
1662 H. Stubbe hid. Nectar iii. 65 Its de-obstrucring 
faculty, and its diureticalness. 1751 Smollett Per. Pic. 
lxv, Peregrine’s nerves were diuretically affected. 

Biuretin (dci^urrtin). Chem . [f. as prec. + 
-in.] A crystalline compound derived from coal- 
tar, used as a diuretic, 

2890 Lancet xi Oct. 783/2 Diuretin has produced well- 
marked diuresis in many cases of dropsy. 

f Biu'rnf e, a. Obs. Also 4-5 dyurne, diouxne. 
[ad. L. diurn-us of or belonging to a day, daily, f. 
dies a day. Cf. F. diurne .] = Diurnal a. 

c 138 6 Chaucer Merch. T. 551 Parfourmed hath the sonne 
his Ark diurne. 1500-20 ?Dunbar Poems (1893)329 Phebus, 
the radius lamp divrn. 1603 Sir C. Heydon fad. Astrol. 
xxi. 432 The Moone by her diurne rapt motion from East 
to West commeth to the nine a clocke point in the morning. 

Brumal ( doi|»-inal), a. and sb. [ad. L. diurnal - 
is daily, f. dies day, Cf. F. diurnal (admitted by 
the Academy 1694 ), It. giornale (Florio 1598 : 
now only sb.) and see Journal.] 

1. Performed in or occupying one day ; daily. 
Chiefly of the motion of the heavenly bodies. 

c 1430 Lydg. Compl. Bl. Knt. (R.) Bicause that it drew 
to the night And that the sonne his arke diurnall Ypassed 
was. 3559 W. Cunningham Cosmcgr. Glasse 54 Phebus.. 
was entred his chariot, minding to finishe his diurnall 
Arcke. 1697 Dryden Virg. Georg. Ded. (1721) 179 The 
Diurnal Motion of the Sun. 1725 Pope Odyss. iv. 804 The 
joyous sun His twelfth diurnal race begins to run. 1890 
C. A. Young Elem. Astron. § 363 No spots are visible from 
which to determine the planet’s [Uranus’s] diurnal rotation. 

2. Of or belonging to each day ; performed, hap- 
pening, or recurring every day ; daily. Of perio- 
dicals : Published or issued every day. arch. 

1594 Blundevil Exerc. 1. xxviii. (ed. 7) 77 The diurnall 
excesse of the Moones Motion from the Sun. 1638 Wotton 
Let. to Milton 30 Apr. in Reliq. Wotton., Genoa, whence 
the passage into Tuscany is as diurnal as a Gravesend 
Barge. 1711 Addison Sped. No. 101 F 7 The Spectator 
published those little Diurnal Essays which are still extant. 
1815 W. H. Ireland Scribbleomania 234 The subject 
having been so recently before the public in all the diurnal 
prints. 18x8 Scott JHrt. Midi, ix, The Laird’s diurnal 
visits. 1848 Lowell Fable for Critics Poet. Wks. 1890 III* 
33 They’re all from one source, monthly, weekly, diurnal. 

3. Of or belonging to the day as distinguished 
from the night; day-: opp. to nocturnal. In Zool. t 
spec, of animals active only during the day. 

3623 Cockeram, Diurnall, of or belonging to the day, 
3649 Jer. Taylor Gt. Exemp. 11. vii.[viii]. § 4 The houses 
of prayer which the Jewes had .. for their diurnall and 
nocturnal offices, c 1750 (title) Complete Modern London 
Spy, or a Real, New and Universal Disclosure of the Secret, 
Nocturnal and Diurnal Transactions in London and West- 
minster. 1874 Wood Nat. Hist. 287 This . . bird is . . very 
late in returning to rest, later indeed than any of the diurnal 
birds. 1875 Bennett & Dyer tr. Sacks' Bot. 784 The 
expanded position [of leaves or petals] is^ called that of 
growth or the diurnal position, the opposite one that of 
sleep or the nocturnal position. 

d*4. Of or pertaining to the (particular) day (of 
the week). Obs. rare. 

1659 Pearson Creed (1839) 375 The obligation of the day 
which was then the sabbath, died and was buried with him, 
but in a manner by a diurnal transmutation revived again 
at his resurrection. 

5. Lasting for a day only ; ephemeral, rare. 

1866 Treas. Bot., Diurnal , enduring but for a day, as the 
flower of Tigridia. 

B. sb. 

1. Eccl. A service-book containing the day-hours, 
except matins (this being a night office) ; + hence, 
a book for devotional exercises ; a book of devo- 
tion (obs.). 

[1512 (title) Diurnale ad usum Sarum. 1549 Act 3 4 4 
Edw. VI, c. 10 § 1 All Books called .. Co wchers, Journales, 
Ordinales . .shall be. .abolished ] la 3550 i title) A Dyurnall 
for Deuoute Soules, to ordre themselfe therafter. 1686 
(title) The Christian Diurnal of Father Nicholas S. J. 
Revised and much augmented and translated into English 
by S[ir] T. H[awkins], 1846 W. Maskell Mon. Kit. Eccl. 
Ang. I. p. exxx. (On Service books). 

2 . A book for daily use, a day-book, diary ; esp. 
a record of daily occurrences, a journal, arch. 

1600 Hakluyt Foy. (1810) III. 301 The diurnall of out 
course, sayling thither and returning. s66o F. Brooke tr. 
Le Blanc's Trav. 320, I ever carried with me a little 
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memorial or diurnall, where I set down all the curiosities 
1 met with. 1824 Scott Redgauntlet Let. x, Let me pro- 
ceed in my diurnal. 

3. A newspaper published, daily; also loosely, 
any newspaper published at shoit periodical in- 
tervals ; a journal. Obs. exc. Hist. 

3640 St. Trials, A bp. Laud( R.), I found myself aggrieved 
at the Diurnal, and another pamphlet of the week, wherein 
they print whatsoever is charged against me, as if it were 
fully proved. 3646 Mrq. Worc. in Direks Life ix. (1865) 
147, I . . perused all the diurnals for more than a quarter of 
a year. 3710 Steele Tatler No, 204 T 4 We Writers of 
Diurnals are nearer in our Styles to that of common Talk 
than any other Writers. [The Tatler was published three 
times a week.] 1823 Scott Peveril xxvii, It was in every 
coffee-house, and in half the diurnals, 

attrib. 3644 Mercurius Brit. 4-1 1 J an,, A Diurnall maker, 
a paper-intelligencer. 1654 Cleveland (title) A Character 
of a Diurnal-Maker. 

4. A diurnal bird, butterfly, or moth. 

In recent Diets. 

Hence Diirrualness, diurnal quality. 

1727 Bailey vol. II, Diurnalness , the happening dally. 

Bitl'raalist. Obs. or arch. [f. prec. sb. + - 1 ST.] 
A writer of a diurnal ; a journalist. 

1649 Bp. Hall Cases Consc . iv. ix. (1650) 368 By the rela- 
tion of our Diurnalists. 1674 Hickman Quinquart, Hist. 
(ed. 2) ri6 The Diurnalists and Intelligencers. 1837 Carlyle 
Fr. Rev. II. vi. v. (1872) 238 The Day-historians, Diurnal- 
ists or Journalists as they call themselves. 

t Biu*rnaller. Obs. [f. as prec. + -ER 7 .] — prec. 

r66r R. Baillie # Jmls. (1841) III. 468 Tom Sin- 
cerfe the diurnaller, a profane atheisticall papist. 

DixrraaUy, adv. [f. Diurnal a. + -ly 2 .] 
In a diurnal way; every day; day by day; daily. 

1599 A. M. tr. Gabelhouer's Bk. Physicke 22/1 Administer 
heerof to the Patient, a spoonefull, which diurnallye he 
may vse. 1664 H. More Myst. Iniq.,Apol. 483 The Earth 
is moved annually and diurnally about the Sun. X709 Steele 
Tatler No. 56 ? 2 As we make these Enquiries, we shall 
diurnally communicate them to the Publick. 3758 J. S. tr. 
Le Draft's Observ . Surg. (3771) 323 Fits of an irregular 
Fever, which returned diurnally. 1869 R. A. Proctor in 
Eng. Meek. 31 Dec. 372/2 The idea that the stars revolve 
diurnally round the polar axis. 

t Bixrrnary. Obs. [ad. L. diurndri-us diary- 
keeper, journalist, f. diurnus daily, Diurn. J 

1727-51 Chambers Cycl., Diumary, an officer in the 
Greek empire, who wrote down, in a book for that purpose 
whatever the prince did, ordered, regulated, &c., every day. 

Biuma’tion. [f. L. diurn-us daily, Diurn 
■ 4 * -ATION ; after hibernation.'] The habit of some 
animals, of sleeping or remaining quiescent during 
the day, as contrasted with their activity at night. 

1836-9 Marshall Hall H ibemation in Todd Cycl. A mat. 
II. 767 The bat, which is a crepuscular or nocturnal feeder, 
regularly passes from its state of activity to one which may 
be designated diurnation. 1883 in Syd. Soc. Lex ; 

+ Biuttrm, a. Obs. [ad. L. diiiturn-us of long 
duration, lasting, f. diu, diut- long, for a long time. 
Cf. also obs. F. diuturne , It., Sp. diutumo, ] = next. 

3541 R, Copland Galyeris Terap. 2 Eiv b, These vlceres 
here all are called Cacoethe, inueterate, and diutumes. 
1644 Digby Nat. Bodies 11. (1645) 136 Diseases and poysons 
by diuturne use, doe.. temper to themselves those bodies, 
which are habituated to them. 

Biuturnal (doij ! «t5unal), a. How rare. [ad. 
L. type *diutumal-is (cf. diutumaliter in Du 
Cange), £. diuturn-us : see prec. and -al.] Of 
long duration, lasting. 

1590 A. M. tr. Gabelhoueds Bk.Physicke 109/1 Diuturnalle 
coughinge is almost accountede incurable. 1604 tr. Milton's 
Lett . State Dec. an. 1657 Those things, by which the Peace 
between us may be preserv’d entire and diuturnal. 1830 
Fraser's Mag. I. 344 Lift up, O Hell 1 thy diuturnal gate. 
But not eternal. 

Dintn*mity. Now rare. [ad. L. diiiiurni- 
tdt-em long duration, f. diuturn-us Diutubn.] 
Long duration or continuance ; lastingness. 

1432-50 tr. Higden (Rolls) I. 183 Dredenge to lose multi- 
plicacion off childer by diuturnite of Jbatelle. 2581 J, 
Walker in Confer, iv. (1584) Ddb, It is greater. , in diu- 
turnitie, because it neuer dieth, nor hath any ende. 1684 
tr. Bond's Merc. Compit. ix. 339 Being tired by the diu- 
turnity and violence of the pain. 1726 Ayliffe Parergon 
123 A Fourth. .Proof arises from Length and Diutumity of 
Time. 1829 Lamb Let. to IV. Wilson 15 Nov. (1837) II. 
247 I promise myself, if not immortality, yet diutumity of 
being read. 

II Biv (dfv). Also dive, deev, dev, dew. [Pers, 
jsp div, dtw, formerly Zend daeva, = Skr. 
deva god : see Dev a.] An evil spirit or demon of 
Persian mythology ; a devil ; an evil genius. 

The Indo-Irauian language had two words expressive of 
divinity : asura and deva. In the separate development 
of the languages, deva became in Sanskrit the general 
name for gods, while the A suras became the enemies of the 
gods. In the Zend-Avesta^ on the other hand, A Aura, i. e. 
Asura (originally ' Lord ’ in Indo-Iranian) came to mean 
the supreme God A Aura Mazda , while daeva (Persian 
dev or div) became the general name of an evil spirit, 
a fiend, demon, or devil, for which there had originally been 
no generic name. 

*777 J* Richardson Dissert. East. Nations X42 The 
Dives are pictured as hideous in form and malignant in 
mind. 1843 T. Wilson Pdrsi Relig. 350 Ahriman, this 
chief of death, this chief of the Dews. 1855 Smedley 
Occult Sciences 50 The div of ancient Persia . . is supposed 
to he the same as the European devil of the middle ages. 
1878 H aug Relig. ofParsis (ed. 2) 268. 1883 E. O’Donovan 
Story of Merv xviii, Ghouls and divs, and various other 
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kinds of evil spirits. 1893 Max Muller Theosophy vi x8i. 
1895 J. Darmesteter Zend- A vesta (ed. 2) Introa. 51 Daeva 
is generally understood as a ‘demon and that is the mean- 
ing it has in the derived dev and in most of the Zend texts 
generally, .hut if must also have applied to false gods. 

Div, Sc. and north, dial f. Do v., in pres, indie. 

11 Diva (drva). [It. diva goddess, lady-love, 
4 fine lady ’ L. diva goddess, female divinity, fem. 
of dlvus divine, god, deity. J A distinguished 
female singer, a prima donna. 

1883 Black in Harper s Mag. Feb. 465/2 The latest diva 
of the drama. 1894 Tablet 7 Apr. 531 Operatic singers of 
the other sex are to be engaged, but no diva. 

Divagate (dsrvag^t), V. [f. L. dtvagat-, ppl. 
stem of divagdri to wander about, f. Dl-I, Dis- 1 
+ vagdrt to wander.] intr. To wander about ; to 
stray from one place or subject to another. 

1599 A M. tr. Gabelhouer's Bk. Physkhe 203/1 [A pre- 
scription] agaynste divagating* payne. 1852 Fraser's Mag. 
XLV. 17 r Sir James had divagated into the question of 
Eternal Punishment. 1892 Stevenson. Across the Plains 
vi. 200 So does a child’s balloon divagate upon the currents 
of the air. 

Divagation (drivag * 3 jbn). [n. of action f. L. 
divagdri : see prec. and -tion ; cf. F. divagation 
( 1 6 — 1 7 th c. in Hatz.-Darm.%] The action of diva- 
gating; a wandering or straying away or about: 
deviation ; digression. 

1560 2 ?£. Discipl. Ch. Scot ix. (162 1) 59 This skipping 
ana divagation from place to place of Scripture, 1664 
H.More Myst Iniq. n, 1, xi. 272 That the phancy may make 
no divagation. 1855 Ess. Intuit Mor. 149 The illogical 
divagations of their adherents. 1881 Sat Rev.x Jan. 13 
Her divagations from the proper purpose of her life will he 
forgotten. 1883 Stevenson Silverado Sq . ii. 78 With that 
vile lad to head them off on idle divagations. 

t Diva*ge, v. Obs. rare~°. -Divagate. 

1623 Cocke ram, Diuage, to wander from place to place. 

Diva*gtiely, adv. nonce-wd. [f. vaguely , under 
the influence of divagate.] In a wandering or 
aimless manner. 

1857 Reade Course True Lotte iii. 67 They drifted di- 
vaguely over the great pacific ocean of feminine logic. 

t Drval, a. Obs , rare [ad. L. divdl-is divine, 
£ divus deity.] 

2656 Blount GI, Divot ', divine, belonging to the Gods. 

Divalent (chi-valent, di*v-), a. Chem. [f. Dl - 2 
twice + L. valbit-em, pr. pple. of valere to be 
worth.] Combining with two atoms of hydrogen 
or other univalent element or radical ; having two 
combining equivalents ; also bivalent. 

A diatomic element, e.g. Oxygen, is divalent ; so is the 
highly complex molecule C5Hio-(CHs)2*C*(CH2)ii, which 
has two combining powers unsaturated. 

1869 Roscoe FJem Chem . 183 Calcium, Strontium, Barium. 
The metals of this class are divalent. 1870 F. Hurter in 
Eng. Meek. 11 Feb. 524/2 Oxygen is called divalent, or 
bivalent, because it can hold two atoms of a monogenous 
element. 1881 Academy x$ Jan. 47/1 In like manner the 
term * divalent ’ may be given to such atoms as are equal in 
combining power to two atoms of hydrogen. 

Divan (dxvsrn). Also 6 dorian, 7 dyvan, di- 
vano, 7-8 duan(a, 7-9 diwan, 9 dewan, deewan. 
[A word originally Persian, devan, bow 

diwan, in Arabic pronounced diwan , diwan ; in 
Turkish divan, whence in many European langs., 
It. divano, Sp., Pg., F. divan. Originally, in early 
use, a brochure, or fascicle of written leaves or 
sheets, hence a collection of poems, also a muster- 
roll or register (of soldiers, persons, accounts, taxes, 
etc.) ; a military pay-book, an account-book; an 
office of accounts, a custom-house ; a tribunal of 
revenue or of justice ; a court ; a council of state, 
senate ; a council-chamber, a (cushioned) bench. 
The East Indian form and use of the word is given 
under Dewan. Another European form, older 
than divan, and app. directly from Arabic, is It. 
dovana, doana , now dogana, F. douane (in 15 th c. 
douwaine), custom-house : see Douane.] 

I. An Oriental council of state ; spec, in Turkey, 
the privy council of the Porte, presided over by 
the Sultan, or in his absence by the grand vizier. 

1586 T, B.. La Primmed. Fr. Acad. 1. 679 In Turkie the 
coimcell is kept fower daies in a week by the bassaes where- 
soever the prince sojoumeth . . In this councel I called diuan . . 
audience is open to euery one. 1599 Hakluyt Voy. II. i. 
305 Requesting the ambassador within an houre after to goe 
to the Douan of the Vizir. 1603 Knolles Hist Turks 
(16381 252 Mahomet being dead, the three great Bassa’s 
. .catted a Divano or counsel for the wars, as if the King had 
bin aliue. 1625 Purchas Pilgrims ix. xii. § 6 He comes no 
more at the Duana, exoept hee bee called, 1687 Land. Gaz. 
No. 2230/1 Proposals have been made for these two Months 
last past in the Divan. *753 Hanway Trav. (1762) II. ix. 
11. 216 The divan declared for the continuation of the peace. 
1813 Byron Br. Ahydos n. xviit, In full Divan the despot 
scoff'd. 1843 Penny Cycl. XXV. 366/2 Upon its conquest 
by the Turks, Tunis was governed by a Turkish basha 
and a divan, or council of military men. 1850 W. Irving 
Mahomet II. Ivil 487 The Moslem Caliph at Damascus 
had now his divan, in imitation of the Persian monarch, 
b. transf. A council in general. 

1619 Purchas Microcosm. Ixxviii. 770 This (what Diuano 
would haue dohe it ?> is too weightie. 1.667 Milton P. L. 
x. 457 The great consulting Peers, Rais'd from their dark 
Divan. *725 Pope Odyss. iv. 903 The consult of the dire 


Divan, 1763 H. Walpole Lett (1857) IV. 130 (Stanf.)Of 
the British Senate, of that august divan whose wisdom in- 
fluences, [etc.]. 2818 Scott Rob R oy xii, To meet the family 
. . in full divan, a 1849 J. C. Mangan Poems (1859) 324 X he 
changeless decree of Heaven's Peewan. 

2. The hall where the Turkish divan is held ; a 
court of justice ; a council-chamber. 

1597 R. Wrag in Hakluyt Voy.{ 1 5981 IT. 1. 305 Certaine 
Chauses conducted him to the Douan, which is the seat ot 
Justice. 3634 Sir T. Herbert Trav. 157 The rigour of the 
Caddies or Causae in the Divanoes, or Judgement Hals. 
1662 J. Davies tr. Mdndelslo's Trav. 46 under this Gate is 
the Diwan, or the place of publick Judicature. 1717 Lady 
M. W. Montagu Poems, C kiosk of Brit. Palace , Peru, Till 
at the dread Divan the slow procession ends, c 1850 A rah. 
His. (Rtldg.) 548 The officers of state went into the divan, or 
hall of audience, where the sultan always assisted in person. 

3. A long seat consisting of a continued step, 
bench, or raised part of the floor, against the wall 
of a room, which may be furnished with cushions, 
so as to form a kind of sofa or couch. 

3702 W. J. Rruyn's Voy. Let* ant ix. 32 Their greatest 
Magnificence consists in their Divans or Sofas. 1703 Maun- 
drell Joum. perus. (1732) 29 These Duans.. are a sort of 
low stages, .elevated about sixteen or eighteen inches or 
more above the floor, whereon the Turks eat, sleep, smoke, 
receive visits, say their prayers, etc. 1764 Harmer Observ. 
xtx. vi. 265 The Hebrew word mittnk, which is here trans- 
lated ‘bed* may be understood of a divan. 1813 Editi. 
Rev. XXI. 333 The divan is that part of the chamber which 
is raised by a step above the rest of the floor, and which, is 
commonly surmounted by a couch.. placed along the wall. 
1863 Mary Hovvitt F. Bremer's Greece II. xLv. 103 The 
Aga conducted me to the divan where he himself sat. 

4. A room having one side entirely open towards 
a court, garden, river, or other prospect. 

1678 J. Phillips tr. Tavernier's Voy. (1684) II. 49 The 
Palace at Agra. On the side that I oks towards the River, 
there is a Divan, or a kind of out-jutting Balcone, where 
the King sits to see his Brigantines. 1759 Lond. Mag. 
XXVIII. 605 In Surat.. They [the Moors] have generally 
a kind of saloon which they call a diwan, entirely open on 
one side to the garden. 1841 Elphinstone H ist. I mi. L 307 
The great rooms of state are upstairs, .open at one side like 
Mahometan divans. 

5. A name sometimes given to a smoking-room 
furnished with lounges, in connexion with a cigar- 
shop or bar, as cigar-divan ; lienee, a fancy name 
for a cigar-shop. 

3848 Dickens Dombey xxii, Mr. Toots had furnished 
a choice set of apartments: had established among them 
a sporting bower ; and a divan which made him poorly. 1855 
Trollope Warden xvyMr. Harding had not a much cor- 
recter notion of a cigar divan than, he had of a London dinner- 
house. 1880 Disraeli Endytn. xx, Mr. Trenchard . . said to 
Endymion, ‘ We are going to the divan. Do you smoke ? * 

|| & A Persian name for a collection of poems 
(Persian, Arabic, Hindustani, Turkish); spec, a 
series of poems by one author, the rimes of which 
usually run through the whole alphabet. [From 
the original sense ‘collection of written sheets 
peril, influenced by later uses of the word.] 

1823 tr. Sismondis Lit. Eur. (1846) 1 . ii. 61 A perfect 
divan, in their eyes, was that in which the poet had regularly 
pursued in his rhymes, all the letters of the alphabet, a 1827 
J. M. Good in Spurgeon Treas. Dav. (1882) VI. 6 Persian 
poets.. distinguish, their separate poems .. by the name of 
gazels, and the entire set. .by that of diwan. 3837 Penny 
Cycl. IX.42/ 1 . 3877 Eficycl. Brit. Vll. 292/2 The most im- 
portant diwans are those of. . Hafiz, Saadi, and Jami among 
the Persians. The plan has been imitated by Goethe in his 
‘ West- 5 stlicher Divan*. 1886 Athenaeum 18 Dec. 820/1 
Complete Divans of the great poetical triumvirate, Solomon 
ihn Gabirol, Moses Ibn Ezra, and Jehuda Halevi. 

7. Comb . , as divan-day , -halt. 

1677-8 J. Phillips tr. Tavernier s Grd. Seignior's Serag. 
(1684) 24 (Stanf.) The Divan-days (that is to say, upon 
Council-days). Ibid. 27 The Divan-Hall. 

Hence Divaned a., furnished with divans (sense 3 ). 

1847 Disraeli Tancrcd v. ii. Some strolled into the 
divaned chambers. 3852 G. W« Curtis Wanderer in Syria 
300 Alcoves, .di vanned with luxurious stuffs. 

Divanship : see Dewan. 
t Divapora*tion. Obs. [f. Dr- \ Dis- i + 
Vapor ation*] The driving out of vapours by heat j 
evaporation. 

3612 Woodall Snrg. Mate Wks. (1653) 270 Divaporation 
is exhalation by fire of vapour, remaining in liquid sub- 
stances, till all aquosity be consumed. 3706 in Phillips 
( ed. Kersey). 1721-1800 in Bailey. 3823 in Crabb 
Technol. Diet. Hence in mod. Diets. 

So Diva^poriza'tioii* 

In recent Diets. 

Divaricate (di-, daivse-rikrit), v. [£ L. dzvari- 
cdt-, ppl. stem of divariedre to stretch asunder, f. 
Di-h Dis- i +varicdre to stretch (the legs) asunder, 
straddle, £ varic-ns straddling.] 

1. intr. To stretch or spread apart ; to branch off 
or diverge from each other or from any middle line. 

1623 Cockeram, Diuaricate, to step, to stride wide. 1656 
Hobbes Six Less. Wks. 3845 VII. 195 Two lines maybe 
made to divaricate, .when having one end common and im- 
moveable, they depart one from another at the other ends 
circularly, and thus is called simply an angle. 3671 Grew 
Anat, Plants 1. iv. (1682) 29 All its Parts, upon their shoot - 
ingforth, divaricate from their perpendicular. 3740 Dycuk 
& Pardon, Divaricate , to straddle wide, as those who are 
bow-legged do. 3779-81 Johnson L, P. t Dry den Wks. II. 
387 While they [languages] run on together, the closest 
translation may be considered as the best ; but when they 
divaricate, each must take its natural course. 3830 James 
Damley (1846) 4 At the spot where these two [roads] 


divaricated, the horseman stopped. 1884 x^th Cent. Feb. 
333 The different races of plants and animals have come to 
divaricate from each other. 

b. Bot. and Zool. To branch off at a wide angle; 
to diverge widely from the main stem : see Divari- 
cating ppl. a . 

C. To ramify into divergent branches. 

1672 Newton in Phil. Trans. VII. 5097 Irregularly re- 
fracted and made to divaricate into a multitude of other 
colours. <3:1728 Woodward Nat. Hist. Fossils go The par- 
titions are striated across, .one of them also divaricates into 
two, and another into several small ones. 3825 C. Butler 
Roman-Cath. Ch. 120 Here they divaricate into the Trans- 
alpine and Cisalpine opinions. 

2. trans. To stretch or open wide apart or asun- 
der (as the legs, fingers, limbs of a compass, etc.). 

2672 -3 Marvell Reh. 7 'ransp , 1. 160 The incorrigible 
scold, that, .streatched up her hands with her two thumb 
nails in the knit-cracking posture, or with two fingers divari- 
cated, to call the man still in that language lousy rascal and 
Cuckold.^ Ibid. ii. Wks. II. 362 , 1 took my compasses, and 
divaricating them for experiment, I. drew the circular line. 
1861 Hulme tr. Moquiu-Tandon it. vn. i. 336 Three smalt 
tubercles ... capable of being alternately divaricated and 
approximated. 

3. To cause to spread or branch out in different 
directions. ? Obs. 

1670 Phil. Trans. V. 2061^ A Congeries or Heap of in- 
numerable Filaments, divaricated out of the Solider sub- 
stance of the Brain. 1679 Evelyn Sylva (ed. 3) viii. p 1 
Putting a tile-shard under the nuts, when first set, to 
Divaricate and spread the roots. 1698 Fryer Acc. E. India 
if P. 386 Its Course was not broken, but divaricated into 
two Streams. 1738 Warburton Div. Legal. 11, App. Wks. 
1811 II. 259 Refracted and divaricated, in passing through 
the medium of the human mind. 

4. Jig. To separate mentally, distinguish (one 
thing//w/j another), rare. 

1868 E, Edwards Raleigh I. xxviii. 714 [He] had too 
much intellect, .not to be able to divaricate populace from 
people quite as sharply as did Ralegh. 

Diva*ricate, a. [ad. L. divaHcdt-m , pa. pple. 
of divaricare to Divaricate.] Spreading apart at 
a considerable angle ; widely divergent ; spec, ap- 
plied (in Bot. and Zool.) to branches which diverge 
from the stem, etc. almost at right angles ; and (in 
Entom. ) to wings which spread apart at the tips 
when in repose. 

2788 Jas. Lee In trod. Bot , Explan. Terms (ed. 4) 382 
Divaricati, divaricate, Branches shooting from the Trunk, 
so as to form an obtuse angle. 1823 Crabb Technol. Diet,, 
DivaHcatus (Bot.) divaricate, .standing out wide, an epithet 
for branches, a panicle, petiole, and peduncle. 1830 Lindlky 
Nat. Syst. Bot. 173 Cotyledons divaricate. 2856-8 W. Clark 
Van der Ho evens Zool. I. 311 Wings divaricate, sometimes 
very short. 

b. Divergent in opinion or practice, rare. 

1855 Bailey Mystic 57 The universe Contentiously divari- 
cate, lie shews Made one in spirit with eternity. 

Hence Divaricately adv., in a divaricate or 
wide-branched manner. 

1846 Dana Zooph. 390 Divaricately ramose. 1854 Wood- 
ward Molltisca 295 Shell trigonal, divaricately sculptured. 

Biva'ricated, ppl. a. [f. prec. vb. + -m] 
Widely divergent from each other or from a stem ; 
widely or greatly branched ; divaricate. 

1665-6 Phil. Trans. I. 301 Its Tail being, .divaricated 
towards the End. 1757 Phil. Trans. L. 68 The stalk., 
is much divaricated and branched. 1837 Howitt A’?*?'. Life 
vi. vi. (1862) 463 Mistletoe .. the beauty of its divaricated 
branches of pale-green. 1864 Huxley in Reader 5 Mar., 
The great toe is widely divaricated from the others* 1875 
Whitney Life Lang. ix. 274 The languages in question 
are the divaricated representatives of a single tongue. 

Divaricating ppl. a. [f. as prec. + -ing 2 .] 
That divaricates or branches off in different direc- 
tions; spreading out, diverging. 

1835 Lindley Introd. Bot. (1848) I. 154 More correctly 
named divaricating hairs. 3874 Coues Birds N.-W. 14 It 
would seem to have two divaricating lines of migration. 
3885 H. 0 . Forbes Nat. Wand. E. Arckif. yi. il 431 High 
trees whose trunk was divided into four divaricating arms. 

Hence Biva'ricatingly adv. 

1870 Hooker Stud. Flora 374 Stem dichotomously and 

divaricatingly branched. 

Divarica* tion . [n. of action £ Divaricate 
v. (or its L. original) : see -ation.] 

1. The action of stretching apart ; the stretching 
of the legs, straddling. 

1650 Fuller Pisgah v. xix. 178 So that the Priests, not 
striding, but pacing up thereon, were not necessitated to 
any divarication, of their feet. 2709-^9 V. Mandey Syst 
Math., Geom, 139 The Quantity of an Angle, is the greater 
or lesser Divarication of the Legs. 3835-6 Todd Cycl. A nat. 
I. 257/1 A force, .which can, .cause a divarication of the 
bones of the leg. ' > 

2. The action of separating or branching out in 
different d irections spreading out, divergence. 

1578 Banister Hist Man v. 68 Where [of Veynes] such 
distribution, and divarication ought to be made. 167* 
Grew Anat. Plants 1. vii. (1682) 49 [Branches] by their 
co-arcture and divarication where they are inosculated. 
1837 Lockhart Scott Dec. an. 1804 The gradual divari- 
cation of the two great dialects of the English tongue. 
1884 Bower & Scorr De Bary's Phaner. 439 The divari- 
cation of their branches in the parenchyma of the leaf. 

8 . concr. a. The point at which branching takes 
place, b. That which divaricates from a centre ; 
a divaricating nerve or vein ; a ramification. 

1664 Power Exp. Philos. 1. 65 They may be transmitted 
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to the Brain, and its divarications. 1691 Ray Creation. 
(1714)55 Dogs. . running before their Masters will stop at 
a Divarication of the way. 1794 J. E. Smith Eng. Bat . 
III. 205 Flowers mostly at the divarications of the branches. 
4 . transf. Divergence of opinion ; disagreement ; 
divergence from a fixed standard of opinion, etc. 

1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. vi. xi. 331 To take away 
all doubt or any probable divarication, the curse is plainely 
specified in the Text. 1651 Biggs New Disp. f 185 Which 
is drawn from the divarications of thecubit. 1856 Ferrier 
lust. Metapk . 1. xiv. 01 The divarication of the two systems 
— our popular psychology on the one hand.. and our strict 
metaphysics on the other hand. 1865 J. H. Stirling Seer, 
flegel I. 152 How reconcile ourselves to the discrepancy 
and divarication ? 

Diva'ricator. [agent-norm in L. form from 
Divaricate^.] That which divaricates ; a muscle 
which draws parts asunder, as the muscle which 
opens the shells of Brachiopods. Also atirib. 

1870 Rolleston A nini. Life 234 Divaricator _ muscle, 
passing from hinge process in the dorsal valve into the 
peduncle. 18.. Huxley (Cent.), Divaricators of the wall of 
the sac. 1888 Rolleston & J acksqn A nim. Life 693 In the 
hinged Brachiopoda . . the dorsal valve is furnished with 
a projecting cardinal process to which are attached the di- 
varicator muscles. 

.f Divast, a. Ohs . rarer - 1 . [incorrect form for 
devast : cf. L. devast-us * frightfully large’, and 
Djevast v.] Devastated, laid waste. 

1677 T. Harvey Owen's Epigrams 89 Time will come 
when th’ earth shall lie divast. 

Dive (driv),^. Forms : a. 1 cLdfan, 2 driven ; 
0 . 1 dyfan, 2-3 drive (n (ii), 3 divert, 3-6 (9 dial.) 
deve, deeve (6 deave), 4 -6 dy(e)ve, 7-9 dieve, 
6 - dive. Pa. t. a. 1 ddaf, 2-3 deasf, 3 def, 9 
U.S. and Eng, dial, dove ; 0 . 1 dyfde, 3 defde, 7- 
div*d, 6- dived. [OE. had two verbs: (1) the 
primary strong vb. ddfan, pa. t. dPafi pi, dufon , 
pa. ppl e.dofen, intr. to duck, dive, sink ; ( 2) the de- 
rivative causal weak vb. dyfan , dyfde, gedyfd to dip, 
submerge. Already in 12th e. these had begun to 
be confounded, the primary duven (pa.t .deaf, def 
pa. pple. doven ) being used also trans., and the 
causal dyven intrans., so that the two became 
synonyms, and before 1300 the strong vb. became 
obs., dytven (s.w. diiven , s.e. deven, midi, and north 
diven) remaining, chiefly in the intrans. sense of the 
GE. strong vb. Of the compound hedive } the pa. 
pple. Bedoven came down to 16th c. in Sc. Only 
traces of this verb are found in the cognate langs. : 
ON. had dyfa to dip (also in same sense deyfa ); 
MDu. had bed liven, pa. pple. bedoven , mod.Du. be- 
duiven «■ OE. bedufan. These belong to anOTeut. 
ablaut series dent-, daub- , dub-, secondary form 
of deitp-, daup -, dup-, to dip, submerge pre-Teut. 
stems (weak-grade) dhup -, dJtub respectively. 

The s.e. deven gave the later deeve , deave , dieve; the 
modern dial. pa. t. dove is app. a new formation after 
drive , drove , or weave, wove.] 

I. intr. I. To descend or plunge into or under 
water or other liquid. (Usually, unless otherwise 
stated, to plunge head-foremost.) 

as. 000 Riddles lxxiii. 4 (Gr.) Ic. , deaf under ySe. c 1220 
Bestiary 539 Sone he [the whale] diue <5 dim to grunde, He 
drepecS hem alle wiS-uten wunde. 1377 Langl. P. PL B. 
xii. 163 bat one hath connynge. .and can swymmen and 
dyuen. 'la 1400 Balade in Jyll of Breyntford, fyc. (1871) 35 
To dompe als deepe as man may dyeve pus holde I belt pan 
labour as a Reve. c 1440 Promp. Parv. 124/1 Dy vyn vnder 
j>e weter, subnato . 1555 Eden Decades 95 They durste 

not aduenture to dyue to the bottome. 1567 Maplet Gr. 
Forest 102 Those birds that deeuing downe to the waters to 
ketch fish, drowne themselues. 1660 Boyle New. Exp. Phys. 
Meek. Digress. 375 Those that dive for Pearles in the West 
Indies. 1774 Goldsm. Nat. Hist.i 1776) VI. 69 [The cormo- 
rant] from a vast height drops down to dive after its prey, 
1834 McMurtrie Cuvier’s A nim. Kingd. 71 These animals 
. .close their nostrils when they dive by a kind of valve. 
1867 Hayes Open Polar Sea xxxvi. The whole herd, .dove 
down with a tremendous splash. 

b. transf T o descend with similar motion into 
the earth, an abyss, etc. 

<1x225 St. Marker. 17 Ah flih sorhfule thing ut of min 
ehsihSe, ant def thider [into hell]. 1610 Shaks . Temp. 
t. in tot, I come To answer thy best pleasure; be’t..to dine 
into the fire. 1615 Chapman Odyss. x. 245, The reason, 
how the man-enlightning sunne Diues vnder earth. 1725 
Pope Odyss. xxn. 104 The fierce soul to darkness dived 
and hell. 1882 N. V. Herald 14 Mar. 4/5 Women dove head- 
long from the crosstrees into friendly and convenient nets. 

1 2 . Of things : To sink deeply into water or 
the like; to penetrate into any body. Obs. 

c 1205 Lay. 6505 paetket sweord in deaef. a 122$ Juliana. 
29 Euch dunt defde in hire_ leofliche lich. Ibid. 76 & wi# 
]>at ilke beide & def duuelinge dun to J?er eor! 5 e. <*1225 
Ancr, R. 282 A bleddre ibollen ful of winde ne duueS nout 
into )>eos deope wateres. 1567 Maplet Gr. Forest tit The 
Spider, .of the water. This laste is of such nirablenesse that 
running vpon the water neuer drowneth nor deaueth. 1595 
Shaks. John, v. ii. 139 To diue like Buckets in concealed 
welles. 1607 — Tim on iv. i. 2 O thou Wall.. diue in the 
earth, And fence not Athens. 

3 . To penetrate with the hand into any recess; 
to plunge the hand into water, etc., or into a vessel, 
esp. for the purpose of taking something out. b. 
slang-. To pick pockets. 

a 1700 B. E. Diet. Cant. Crew , Dive , to pick a Pocket. 
1714 Gay Trivia 11. 89 She’ll lead thee with delusive 


Smiles along, Dive in thy fob, and drop thee in the throng. 
1821 Lamb Elia Ser. 1. Old Bencher's 1 . T., He took snuff 
..diving for it under the mighty flaps of his old-fashioned 
waistcoat pocket. 1889 Jessopf Coming of Friars ii. 5 4, 
I at once dived into one of the boxes, and then spent half 
the night in examining some of its treasures. 

t c. spec . To plunge a fork into a large pot con- 
taining portions of meat, having paid for the privi- 
lege of taking whatever the fork brings up. Obs. 

1748 Smollett Rod. Rand, xiii, Diving, practised by those 
who are.. inclined to live frugally.. Many creditable people 
..dive eveiy day. 

4 . jig. To enter deeply or plunge into (a matter) ; 
to penetrate. 

1583 Stanyhurst AEneis ii. (Arb.) 44 But Capys and 
oothers diuing more deepelye to bottom.. Dyd wish thee 
woodden monster weare drowned, 1593 Shaks. Rich. II, 1. 
iv. 25 He did seeme to diue into their hearts With humble 
and familiar courtesie. 1630 Pkynne Auti-Armin. 10 Into 
the grounds and causes of which euery meane capacity may 
diue. 1754 Sherlock Disc. (1759' I- hi- The vain 
Attempts of Men to dive into, .the Mysteries of God. 1845 
M. Pattison Ess. (1889) I. 23 The king, .had been diving 
into the collection of the canons. 

5 . To dart suddenly down or into some place or 
passage; to dart out of sight, disappear. 

1844 Dickens Mart. Chuz. viii, Mr. Pecksniff., dived 
across the street. 1873 Burton Hist. Scot. VI. Ixxi. 248 
The Highlanders, .had dived into then mountain recesses. 
1891 N. Gould Double Event 27 He dived into the nearest 
restaurant. 1893 C. King Foes in Ambush 8 He. .dove out 
of sight. 2893 Q. [Couch] Delectable Duchy 19 Where 
a straight pathway dived between hazel-bushes and appeared 
again twenty feet above. 

II. tians. [In early use OE. dyfan ; from 10th 
c. a new construction]. 

0 . To dip, submerge, or plunge (a person or 
thing) in, or into a liquid, or the like, arch . _ 

egoo tr. B&da's Hist. v. xiii. [xii]. (1891) 436 He bine on 
Sam streame sencte and dyfde. a 1000 Riddles xxvii. 3 
(Gr.) Mec feonda sum. .dyfde on wsetre, c 1200 Trin. Coll. 
Horn. 43 Louerd ne )mue Jm )?at storm me duue. Ibid. 
Woreldes richeise wecheS orgel on mannes heorte, and deu 3 
him on helle . alse storm do 3 hat ship in J>e watere. 1594 
Hooker Eccl. Pol. iv. xii. § 3 To diue an infant either 
thrice or but once in Baptisme. 1605 Verstegan Dec. 
Iniell. ii. (1628) 45 The Germans vsed to take their new- 
born children and to diue them in riuers. 1662 Sir W. 
Dugdale Hist. Imbanking $ Draining (1772) 231 Thence- 
forth, neither flax or hemp should be dieved in the said 
sewers. 1854 S yd. Dobell Balder xxii. 84 Spout thee to 
heaven, and dive thee to the deep 1 

b. To plunge (the hand or anything held) into. 
(A trans. variant of 3.) 

£1590 Greene Fr. Bacon i. 81 She turned her smocke 
ouer her lilly armes, And diued them into milke to run her 
cheese. 1878 T. P. Bigg-Wither Pioneer. Brazil l. 2 66 
The Camaradas dive their own spoons into the bag and 
commence to eat from it all together. 1891 Blackw. Mag. 
Mar. 314 She had ‘ dieved * her kettle into the snow instead 
of filling it at the pump. 1893 Q. [Couch] Delectable Duchy 
42 He dived a hand into his tan pocket. 

f c, transf. and Jig. To plunge, cause to sink. 

1649 Drumm. of Hawth. Hist. Jas. IV. Wks. (1711) 78 By 
largesses, banqueting, and other magnificence, diving him- 
self in debt. 1672 Marvell Reh. Transp. 1, 55 The River 
dives itself under ground. 1771 Muse in Min. 14 Nurse 
of nature. .Dive me in thy depths profound. 

7 . To penetrate or traverse by diving ; to dive 
into or through. Now rare, 

1615 Chapman Odyss. v. 459 She.. Turn’d to a cormorant, 
div’d, past sight, the main, c 1650 Denham Old Age 794 
The Curtii bravely dived the gulf of flame. 1772 Poetry 
in Ann. Reg. 224 She fish’d the brook, — she div’d the 
main. 18x3 T. Busby Lucretius 1. 1015 To those who 
seldom dive the well of truth. 1847 Emerson Poems (1857) 
42 He dives the hollow, climbs the steep. 

8. slang. To pick (pockets'). 

1621 B. Jonson Gipsies Metamorph. Wks. (Rtldg.) 619/2 
Using your nitnbles [fingers], In diving the pockets. 

Dive (dmv), sb. [f. Dive v.] 

1 . The act of diving ; a darting plunge into or 


through water ot the like. lit. and fig. 

The Amateur Swimming Association distinguishes between 
a dive and a plunge. The latter is defined as a standing dive 
made head-first from a firm take-off, free from spring. . The 
plunger does not add any further impetus, but allows himself 
to progress till all forward motion ceases, when he raises his 
face above water. A dive may be running, from a spring- 
board, and with propulsion added on reaching the water. 

1700 T. Brown Amus. Ser. Com. 126 A Pick-Pocket ; 
who made a Dive into my Pocket. 1804 Miniature No. 19 
V 2 U pon taking too profound a dive into the Bathos, 
he was .. unfortunately drowned. 1828 Boy's Own Bk., 
‘ Swimming' 107 (The Dolphin) This is taking a dive 
from the surface of the water by turning heels upwards 
for that purpose, instead of leaping from a bank or elsewhere. 
1873 Talmage Tea-Table Hi, I first take a dive into the 
index, a second dive into the preface.^ 1893 Badminton 
Libr . , Swimming 107 The usual high dive is a mere drop 
at a down-ward angle. 1893 Earl Dunmore Pamirs II. 
270 He [the hawk] . . gave a sort of dive underneath him. 

2 . transf. A sudden dart into a place or across a 
space, esp. so as to disappear. 

Mod. He made a dive into this nearest shop. 

3 . In U.S. An illegal drinking-den, or other dis- 
reputable place of resort, often situated in a cellar, 
basement, or other half-concealed place, into which 
frequenters may ‘ dive 9 without observation. Hence 
dive keeper. 

1882 Society xx Nov. 7/2 The proprietor of a New York 
‘dive’. 1883 H. H. Kane in Harper's Mag. Nov. 945/1 
Those who frequent the opium-smoking dives. . x886 E. W. 


Gilliam in Nt.Amer. Rev. j[uly 33 There are 150 gambling 
dives, the approaches to which are so barricaded as to defy 
police detection. 1887 Boston Jrnl. 24 Apr. 2/4 Ordinary 
saloons and unlicensed dives did a rushing trade. 

Dive, variant of Div. 

jDi've-daps -dop. Obs. exc. dial. Forms: 1 
dufedoppa, 3 douedoppe(n, 4 dyuedap, deue- 
dep, 6 dyuendop, 9 dial, dive dop, dive an* dop. 
[OE .dufedoppa, f. diifan to dive, duck + doppa, 
agent-n. f. ablaut stem diop-, diap dup- (dop-) to 
dip .* cf. dop-enid dipping-duck, coot, dop fugcl 
dipping-fowl, diver ; also the derivative vb. doppet- 
lan to dip often. The first element appears to 
have been changed to dyve- when the strong form 
of the vb. became obsolete: see Dive. Some 
later forms are due to * popular etymology’.] 
*«next. 

ax 000 Lamb. Ps. ci[i], 6 (Bosw.) Gelic geworden ic com 
niht-hrasfne ob’Se dufedoppan westennes. c 1290 E. Leg. 

I. 452/127 He sa^h douedoppene fisches cachche. 1382 
Wyclif Lev. xi. 17 An owle, and a deuedep [1388 dlppere; 
Vulg. mergulum .] — Deut. xiv. 17 Vnclene [fariddisj eete 
je not, that is, . .a dyuedap, a pelhcan, and a ny^t Crowe. 
ax 529 Skelton Phyllyp Spar owe 4=0 With the wulde 
niallarde; The dyuendop to slepe. 1885 Swainson Prov. 
Names Brit. Birds 2x6 Dived apper or Divedop (Lincolnsh.) 

. .Dive an’ dop (Norfolk). 

Drve-dapper. Obs. exc. dial. Also 6 dive- 
doppel, 6-7 dive-dopper. [The form dive-doppel 
is app. a dim. of divedop , -dap ; the form in - dapper , 

- dopper , is assimilated to agent-nouns in -ek.J A 
small diving waterfowl ; a dabchick ; = Didapi^er ; 
also applied to other diving water fowls. 

X559 Becon Display. Popish Mass Prayers, etc, (1844) 
276 Then once again kneel ye down, and up again, like 
dive-doppels, and kiss the altar. 1592 Shaks. Ven. 4 Ad. 
85 Vpon this promise did he raise his chin, Like a diuedapper 
peering through a wane. 1605 Drayton Man in Moone 
187 And in a Creeke where waters least did stirre, Set 
from the rest the nimble Divedopper. 1659 D. Pell Impr. 
Sea 383 note. The black dive-dappers in the salt-waters. 
1783 Ainsworth's Lat. Diet., A did apper, or dive dapper, 
mergus. 1883 [see Dive- dap]. 

b. Applied, ludicrously, to a person. 

*607 Middleton Trick to catch Old One 1 v. v. Wks. Bullen) 

II. 340 Behold the little dive dapper of damnation, Gulf the 
usurer. 1654 Trafp Comm. Ps. xxix. 3 Yet your dive- 
dappers duck not at this rattle in the air. 

Hence BBwe-dopping ppl, a. (yionct-wd.), diving 
or ducking like a dabchick. 

x6x$ J. Stephens Satyr. Ess., Informer (1857) 193 He is 
worse then an Otter-hound for a dive-dopping Ale-house 
keeper : and hunts him out unreasonably. 

Divel, obs. form of Devil. 

Di v©lina*tion. nonce-wd. [f. devil and divina- 
tion .] Divination by aid of the devil. 

xS9x Horsey Trav. (Hakl. Soc.) 199 To receive and bring 
from them [witches] their divelinacions or oracles. 

t Dive'll, v. Obs. [ad. JL. divell-cre to tear or 
rend asunder, f. di-, dis -, Dis- 1 + vellire to tear. 
Cf. Divulse.] trans. To tear, rend, or pull asun- 
der. Hence DiveTling ppl. a., divellent. 

1627-47 Feltham Resolves 1. [11]. xlviL 147 How the 
antient society of the body and the soul is divelled. 1646 
Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. m. xxv. 174 They [eyelids] 
begin to separate, and may be easily divelled or parted 
asunder. x8ox Chenevix in Phil. Trans. XCI. 223 A new 
order of divelling affinities. 

Divellent (di-, drive -lent), a. [ad. L. dlvcl- 
lent-em, pr. pple. of divdlere to Divell.] Draw- 
ing asunder ; decomposing, separative. 

1782 Kirwan in Phil. Trans. LXXIII. 40 In all decom- 
positions we must consider/ first, the powers which resist: 
any decomposition .. and, secondly, the powers which tend 
to effect a decomposition and a new union. The first I shall 
call quiescent affinities, and the second sort divellent . 1805 
Chenevix in Phil. Trans. XCV. xo8 The application of 
two divellent forces. t8go Daubeny Atom. Th. x. (ed. 2) 351 
Unstable equilibrium . . with the divellent and quiescent 
attractions so nearly balanced, that nothing but the inertia 
of the atoms tends to maintain the existing combination. 
Divellicate (drive*Uk*>t), v. [f. L. di-, dis-, 
Dis- i + ppl. stem of vellicdre to pluck, twitch, 
pinch, deriv. of veil ere to pluck, pull ; cf. Divell.] 
traits. To tear asunder, pull to pieces. Also fig. 

1638 Sir T. Herbert Trav. (ed. 2) xoi To reduce all 
Majesty (too long diveliicated) to the proper station. 1749 
Fielding Tom Jones vn. xiii, The interior membranes 
were so divellicated, that the_ os, or bone, very plainly 
appeared. X752 — Amelia v. vi, My brother told me you 
had used him disbonestly,and had divellicated his character 
behind bis back. 1837 Blackw. Mag. XLII. 234 Three out 
of the fifteen were divellicated from the parent stem. 

t Dive’ntilate, v. Obs. rare~° . [f. L. diven- 

tilare , f. ventildre to fan, winnow, toss in the air.] 
(See quot.) Hence f Biventila’tion. 

1636 Blount Glossogr Diventilate, to fan or winnow, 
. .also to turn out of one hand into another. X658 Phillifs, 
Diventilaiion, a winnowing, or tossing to and fro. 

Diver (dorvai). [f. Dive v. + -er >.] 

1 . A person who dives under water, spec. One 
who makes a business of diving in order to collect 
pearl-oysters, to examine sunken vessels, etc. 

1506 Guylforde Pylgr. (Camden) 76 The rother..by 
suttell crafteof a dyuer, was set perfaytly in her place the 
same nyght. The sayde dyuer dyde all that busynes beynge 
vnderneth the water. 1555 Eden Decades 95 They had 
certeyne dyuers or fysshers exercised from tlievr youthe 
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in swymmynge vnder the water. 262a R. Hawkins Voy. 
S. Sea (1847) 227 Eight negroes, expert swimmers, and 
great deevers, whom the Spaniards call buses. 2695 Wood- 
ward Nat. Hist. Earth { 1723) 27 Dyvers, and Fishers for 
Pearls. , x8 t 3 Badminton Libr., Swimming 99 If deep 
diving be often indulged in ..a curious disease, known as 
4 Diver’s paralysis ’ is likely to be contracted. 

Tb. An animal expert in diving. (Cf. 2.) 

1694 Acc.Sev . Late Voy. ir. (2712) 90 This Bird is a Diver. 
2735 Somerville Chase iv. 445 This artful Diver [the Fox] 
best can bear the Want of vital Air, 1847 Carpenter Zool. 
§ 455 Most of them [Ducks], too, are good divers, 
c. fig. One who t dives *■ into a subject, etc. 

1624 Wotton Archit A diver into causes, and into the 
mysteries of proportion. 1654 W. Mount ague Devout Mss. 
it. iv. § 3 (R.) Diuers in the deep of providence. 

2 . A name given to various water birds remark- 
able for their power of diving, a. spec. The com- 
mon name of the Colymbidse, noted for the time 
they remain and the distance they traverse under 
water; species are the Great Noidhern D„ the 
Black-throated D. , the Red-throated D. , etc. b. 
The little grebe, dabchick, or dive-dapper and 
other species of grebe, e. Various species of 
Anseres : Black Diver, the common scoter, Dun 
Diver, the female and young male merganser. 

c 1510 Barclay Mirr. Gd. Manners (1570) Fiij, When 
shall the diuer leaue in waters for to be? 1552 Huloet, 
Diuer byrde. 1678 Ray Wiilughbys Omitk. 341 The 
greatest speckled Diver or Loon: Colymbus in ax wins 
caudatns. Ibid. 366 The black Diver or Scoter Anas 
niger minor. 17 66 Pennant Zool. (1812) II. 213 The 
Dun Diver, or female [Merganser] is less than the male. 
1774 Goldsm. Nat. Hist. vi. viii. VI. 98 The first of this 
smaller tribe is the Great Northern Diver. 2789 G. White 
Selborne 11. xlii. (1853) 272 Divers and auks walk as if 
fettered. 1828 Stark Elem . Nat. Hist. I, 321 Little Auk, 
or Small Black and White Diver. 1862 Ansted Channel 
Isl. n. ix. fed. 2) 207 The great northern, the black-throated, 
and the red-throated divers visit us regularly each winter. 

3 . A pickpocket ; see also quot. 1608. 

1608 Dekker Belman o/Lond. Wks, 1884-5 III. 140 The 
Diuer workes his lugling feates by y° help of a boy, (called 
a Figger) whom hee thrusts in at a casement, .this Figger 
deliuers to the Diuer what snappings he findes in the shop 
or chamber. 1611 Middleton & Dekker Roaring Girle 
v, i, Wks,(Bullen) IV. 133 A diuer with t wo fingers, a pi cke- 
pocket. 1706 E. Ward Hud. Rediv, I. 1. 24 So expert 
Divers call aloud. Pray mind your Pockets, to the Crowd. 
1887 Baumann Londismen p, v, Are Smashers and divers 
, .Not sold to the beaks By the coppers an' sneaks? 

4 . Something made to plunge under water, 

*799 G. Smith Laboratory 1 . 22 The water-crackers, or 
divers, are commonly rammed in cases. 2820 Scoresby Acc. 
Arct. Reg. 1 . 186 This instrument which I called^ a marine 
diver.. With this..! completed a series of experiments on 
submarine temperature. 

b. 1884 Chesh. Gloss.. Divers, the larger blocks of bun- 
stone used for making river embankments. 

Hence Drver-like a. and adv. 

1792 Cowper Iliad xvi. 906 He, diver-like, from his exalted 
stand Behind the steeds pitch’d headlong. 

+ Bi'Ver, v - Obs. [app. related to Daver v., 
and Du. daveren to shake, quake, LG. d&veren, 
ddveren (Matz.) ; but the phonology is obscure.] 
intr. To shake, quake. 

a 2225 Leg. Kath, 619 Ha ne schulden nowSer diuerin ne 
dreden. a 1225 St. Marker. 16 Speoken i ne dar aawt, ah 
diueri ant darie drupest alre )?inge. a 1240 Wohwige in Cott. 
Horn. 283 Tu ]>at al )>e world fore mihte drede and diuere. 

tDrverb. Obs. [f. di- (? Di- 2 two, twice) 
+ L. verbum word : cf. L. dlverbium ‘ the collo- 
quial part of a comedy, the dialogue \ to which, 
however, the Eng, use shows no approach.] 

A proverb, byword ; a proverbial expression. 

■ (Often used, and app. introduced by Burton ; Richardson 
explains ‘an antithetical proverb or saying, in which the 

arts or members are contrasted or opposed’; but this is 
ardly applicable to all Burton’s diverbs.) 

2622-52 Burton Aunt. Mel. n. ii. IVJ1676) 178/2 You may 
define ex ungue leonem, as the diverb is, by his thumb alone 
the bigness of Hercules. Ibid. 11. iii. vu. 220/1 Durum & 
durum non faciunt murum, as the diverb is. Ibid. m. iii. 1. 
ii. 364/t England is a paradise for women, and hell for 
horses ; Italy a paradise of horses, hell for women, as the 
diverbe goes, 1678 Bp. Wetenhall Office 0/ Preaching 
793 What do we mean by the usual diverb, the Italian 
Religion? 1689 Htckeringill Ceremony- Monger Wks, (1716) 
II. 498 Verifying the Proverb, A great Head and little 
Wit; not that the Diverb is always true, but it is often so. 

Biverbal (daivsubal), a. rare. [f. Di- 2 + 
Verbal ; or ? f. prec.] Relating to two words. 

1825 New Monthly Mag. XVI. 30 It may . .be asserted of 
this di-verbal allusion, that it is too good to be natural. 

+ Bive*rberate, V. Obs. [f. L. dlverberat- ppl. 
stem of dlverberdre to strike or cleave asunder, 
f. di-, Dis- 1 + verberare to beat, scourge, whip.] 
trans. To cleave asunder ; to strike through. 

1609 J. Davies HolyRoodecxWii, These cries for . . blood 
diuerberate The high resounding Heau Vs convexitie, 1656 
Blount Glossogr., Diverberate . .to strike, beat or cut. 

Hence Diverbera-tion, beating. 

1651 Raleigh's Ghost 31 x Praise (which is but an idle 
diverberation or empty sound of ayre). 1658 Phillips, 
Diverberation , a violent beating. 1684 tr. Bonds Merc. 
Commit, x. 352 Aquapendent mentions this diverberation. 

Bi verge (diviridj, dai-), v. [ad. mod.L. dlverg- 
Ire, f. di-, Dis- i + vergfo-e to bend, turn, incline, 
Verge. Cf. F. diverger , Sp., Pg. divergiri] 

■ 1 . intr. To proceed in different directions from 
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a point or from each other, as lines, rays of light, 
etc. The opposite of Converge i. 

1665 Hooke Microgr. 69 The Rays, .will after the refrac- 
tion, .diverge and spread. 2704 Newton Optics i. axiom vi, 
Homogeneal Rays.. shall afterwards diverge from so many 
other points, or be parallel to so many other lines, or con- 
verge to so many other points. 2782 Cowper Hope 303 
Ethelred’s house, the centre of six ways, Diverging^ each 
from each, like equal rays. 2826 Keatinge Trav. (18x7) 
II. 232 The mountains here diverge, in a fan-like. form. 
2852 Richardson Geol. (1855) 148 The anticlinal line is that 
elevated central point from which the strata diverge. 

b. transf. and fig. To take different courses ; to 
turn off from a track or course ; to differ in opinion 
or character; to deviate from a typical form or 
normal state. 

1856 E. A. Bond Russia at close x6th C. (Halcl, Soc.) 
Introd. 27 Brought up to the practice of medicine, he 
diverged to the profession of astrology. 1856 Dove Logic 
Chr. Faith v. i. § 2. 264 We may diverge, either into the 
region of morals, .or into the region of matter. 2860 Tyn- 
dall Gtac. I. iii. 31, I diverged from the track. . 2867 J. 
Martineau Ess. II. 377 This is the point . . at which Aris- 
totle diverges from Plato. 

e. Math. Said of an infinite series the sum of 
which increases indefinitely as the number of terms 
is increased. Opp. to Converge i c. 

2796 Hutton Math, Diet. II. 436 When the terms grow 
larger and larger, the Series is called a diverging one, be- 
cause that by collecting the terms continually, tne succes- 
sive sums diverge, or go always farther and farther from the 
true value or radix of the Series. 

2. trans. To cause (lines or rays) to branch off 
in different directions ; to make divergent, deflect. 

2748 Phil. Trans. XLV. 187 The electrified Jet or Stream 
. .is diverged into several divergent Rays. 2758 J.Bollond 
in Phil. Trans . L. 740 In general the crown glass seems to 
diverge the light rather the least, c 1865 J. Wylde in Circ. 
Sc. I. 260/1 An electric current diverges a magnetic needle. 
1879 H. Grubb in Proc. R. Dubl. Soc. 184 The makers [of 
stereoscopes] have got so accustomed to diverging their 
eyes, that . . they require little or no divergent power. 

Bive*rgement. [f. prec. + -MENT.] The ac- 
tion of diverging ; divergence. 

1766 G. Canning Anti-Lucretius iv. 257 Then Epicurus 
had not been constrain'd His lame absurd Divergement to 
have feign’d. 1835 Kirby Hab. Inst. Anim. I. App. 359 
It., can fix itself., also by the divergement of its lobes. 
1835 — Power, etc. God <1852) II. 15 Obliged to retrograde, 
and begin a branch, from the point of its divergement. 

Bivergfence (diviudgens, dsi-). [ad. mod.L. 
divergeniia (f. diver gere) or a. F. divergence ( 17 th 
c. in Iiatz.-Darm.) ; see Divergent and -ence.] 

1. The action of diverging ; moving off in different 
directions from the same point (called the point of 
divergence ), so that the intervening distance con- 
tinually increases. The opposite of convergence. 

1656 Hobbes Six Less. in. Wks, 1845 VII. 252 That 
angle which is generated by the divergence of two straight 
lines. 1657 Wallis Corr. of Hobbes ix. 8t Doth it remain 
trie same angle, the same quantity of divergence? 1713 
Derham Phys. Theol. iv. ii. (Seager) The convergences and 
divergences of the rays, 2870 R. M. Ferguson Electr. 
34 This divergence from the true north. 

b. ellipt. for amount or degree of divergence . 

1880 Gray Struct. Bot. iv. § 1. 121 This angular diver- 
gence (i.e, the angular distance of any two successive leaves). 
1882 Vines Sachs' Bot. 60 8 The stamens stand in one or two 
turns with the divergence s/21 or 1^/3*, 

2. transf. and fig. The departure from each other 
of two paths, courses, modes of action, or pro- 
cesses ; continuous departure or deviation from a 
standard or norm. 

1839 Alison Hist. Europe (1849-50') VII. xliv. § 84. 370 
Augereau s divergence had been occasioned by something 
more than the snow-storm. 1858 Gladstone Homer II. 
140 The natural divergence of the two traditions. 1871 L. 
Stephen Playgr, Mur. iv. iii, 232 There was the widest 
divergence of opinion as to our probable fate. 1888 Bryce 
Amer. Comimv. ll. 11. xl. 8 % note, An illustration of the 
divergences between countries both highly democratic. 

3. Math. a. Of a series: the action of diverging 
(Diverge v. i c), or fact of being divergent, b. 
In fluid motion, the decrement of density at any 
point. In quaternions, the negative of the scalar 
part of the result of operating with the Hamiltonian 
operator upon a vector function (which serves to 
measure such decrement). 

2858 Todhunter A Igebra xl. heading. Convergence and 
Divergence of Series. 

Bive*rgency, [f. as prec. *. see -entcy.] 

X. The quality or state of being divergent; the 
amount or degree of divergence. 

2709 Berkeley Tk. Vision § 6 The apparent distance 
still increasing, as the divergency of the rays decreases. 
c 2790 Imison Sch. A rt I. 85, I . . present it to the balls in 
their diverging state if it increase their divergency . . it 
shews their electricity to be . . negative. 2831 Brewster 
Optics i. § 16. 7 The rays will have the same divergency after 
reflexion as they had before it. 
h. transf and fig. 

2860 Westcott Introd. Study Gosp. vii. fed. 5) 350 General 
agreement will be diversified by characteristic divergencies. 
1879 Proctor Pleas. Ways Sc. xiii. 327 That divergency 
which, .characterizes the relationship between man and the 
anthropoid ape. 

2. Math. ; Divergent character or quality (of 
a series). 

2837 Penny Cycl VII. 486/1 Of series of positive terms 


which diminish without limit, a test of convergency or diver- 

f ency may frequently be given as follows. 2887 Hall Sc 
Lnight Higher Algebra § 279. 230 Rules by which we 
can test the convergency or divergency of a given series 
without effecting its summation. 

8. = Divergence i. 

1727-52 Chambers Cycl, s.v. Virtual Focus, Also called 
point of dispersion, or divergency, 1833 Chalmers Const, 
plan (1835) I. iii. 156 The point of departure or divergency. 

Bivergent (divsud^ent, dai-h a. [ad. mod.L, 
divergent- e?n, pr. pple. of dlvergere to Diverge : 
cf. F. divergent (17th c. in Hatz.-Darm.).] 

X. Proceeding in different directions from each 
other or from a common point ; departing more 
widely from each other ; diverging. 

1696 Phillips, Divergent , a Term in Opticks, said of the 
Beams, which having suffered the Refraction, separate one 
from the other. 2796 Morse Amer. Geog. I. 590 Lines 
. .so combined as to meet at certain given points, with the 
divergent avenues. 2829 Southey .Sir T. More Deck x, 
Central plains, Whence rivers flow divergent. 2869 Tyn- 
dall Notes Lect. Light § 92 If these divergent rays be 
produced backwards, they will intersect behind the mirror. 
1872 Darwin Desc. Man II. xix. 345 The Siamese have 
small noses, with divergent nostrils. 

2 . transf, and fig. Following different routes, 
lines of action, or of thought; deviating from each 
other or from a standard or normal course or type. 

1802 W. Dupre Neolog. Fr. Diet. 93 Questions divergent 
(or which diverge) from themselves. 2832 Southey in (X 
Rev. XLVIII. 240 Thence arise divergent opinions. 1875 
Gladstone Glean. (1879) VI. iii. 144 Were the question 
between historical Christianity and systems opposed to or 
divergent from it. 

8. Of, pertaining to, characterized or produced 
by, divergence. 

{Divergent squint : strabismus in which the axes of the 
eyes diverge.) 

1832 Brewster Optics iv. 34 The divergent point of 
diverging rays. 1870 T. Holmes Surg. (ed, 2) III. 248 
Strabismus may be either convergent or divergent. 1879 
[see Diverge v. 2]. 

4 . Math. Applied to an infinite series of terms, 
the sum of which becomes indefinitely greater as 
more and more terms are taken. (Opp. to Con- 
vergent a. 2.) 

Sometimes used to include oscillatory series, or such as 
oscillate from one value to another, as the series of 2 — 1 + 

1 - i + t. ., the sum of which oscillates between o and 1. 

1837 Penny Cycl. VII. 486/1 Series of increasing terms are 
certainly divergent. 1858 Todhunter Algebra xl. § 557 
An infinite series in which all the terms are of the same sign 
is divergent if each term is greater than some assigned finite 
quantity however small. 

BivergentiflOTOUS, a. Bot . [f. L. diver- 
gent em + -fiorus, i.fldrem flower ; cf. F divergenti- 
fiore .] Having diverging flowers. 

2883 in Syd. Soc. Lex. 

Divergently, adv. [f. Divergent + -ly 2 .] 
In a divergent manner ; divergingly. 

2812-26 J. Smith Panorama Sc. # Art I. 485 Pencils of 
rays, which, after their crossing, .proceed divergently, 2840 
Blackw. Mag. XLVII. 778 Variations. .[which] like those 
of the coinpass, point, not divergently, but with wavering 
trepidations iu the same direction. 

Bivergi-, combining form abbreviated from 
diver gent i- (see above) ; e.g. Biverginervious a. 
Bot., having diverging nerves ; Divergiv©*nate a. 
Bot., having diverging veins. 

2883 in Syd, Soc. Lex. 

Bive*rging, ppl a. [f* Diverge v. + -ing 2 .] 
1 . Proceeding in different directions from a com- 
mon point, so as to become more and moie widely 
separate; turning off from the straight course. 

2706 Phillips ed. Kersey), Divergent or Diverging Rays 
. .are those Rays which .. continually depart one from 
another. 2796 Kirwan Elem. Min. (ed. 2) I. 35 These are 
straight or curved, parallel or diverging, or stellated, 2804 
Windham Diary in Rye Cromer \ 1889} 75 A diverging ball 
struck their Capt. Tremlett . , on the foot. ^ 2875 Jowett 
Plato (ed. 2) IV. 387 Thus, after wandering in many diver- 
ging paths, we return to common sense. 
fig. 2860 Emerson Cond. Life, Bate Wks. (Bohn) II. 312 
Uterine brothers with this diverging destination. 2862 
Stanley Jew. Ch. ( 1877) I. x viii, 350 Two diverging epochs. 
2 . Math, ; = Divergent 4. 

2795 Hutton Math. Diet. II. 439/1 Diverging Series, is 
one whose terms continually increase, or that has the suc- 
cessive sums of its terms diverging, or going off always the 
farther, from the sum or value of the Series, 2807 — Course 
Math. II. 300 The series produced may be a converging 
one, rather than diverging. 

Hence Dive rgingly adv., in a diverging manner ; 
with divergence ; divergently. 

2796 Kirwan Elem. Min. (ed.2) I, 159 Fracture, parallel, 
or divergingly. 2822 Pinkerton Petral. I. 30S Of a diver- 
gingly striated texture. _ 1828 Ghent . in Ann. Reg. 529/i 
Rays which issue divergingly. 

BiverS (darvnaz), a. [ME. divers, diverse, a. 
OF. diviers, divers, fem. -erse (nth c. in Littre) 
different, odd, wicked, cruel, = It., Sp., Pg. diverso 
:~L. divers-us contrary, different, unlike, separate, 
or :g. ‘ turned different ways’, pa. pple. of dlvertcre 
to Divert. The spelling was in ME. indifferently 
divers and diverse. The stress was orig. as in OF. 
on the last syllable, but in conformity with English 
habits, was at a very early date shifted to the first, 
though, as with other words from French, both 


DIVERS. 

pronunciations long co-existed, esp. in verse. After 
di vers became the established prose form, esp. in 
sense 3, in which the word is always plural, the 
final s came, as in plural nouns to be pronounced 
as 2, and the word to be identical in pronunciation 
with the plural of diver.] 

+i- Different or not alike in character or quality ; 
not of the same kind. Gbs . in this form since 
c 1700, and now expressed by Diverse a. 1. Obs. 

c 1250 Kent. Serm. in O. E. Misc . 35 So as we habeb 
i-seid of diuers wordles . . so we mowe sigge of Ipo elde of 
eueriche m.:n. a 1300 Cursor M. 11054 (Cott.) Bot J?at 
mensking h am bi-tuin. Was sum-quat diuers, als i wene. 
c 1384 Chaucer H. Fame hi. 484 Bid him bring his clarioun 
That is ful dyvers of his sown, c 1400 Lan/ranc’s Cirurg. 
32 Also bese wound is han dyuers [MS. B. dyver.se] cause. 
1513 Bradshaw St. Werburgei. 58 Dyvers men dyvers in 
lvvynge these be. 1568 Bible (Bishops') Prov. xx. 23 
Diuers weightes are an abomination vnto the Lord. 1625 
(title) Free Schoole of Warre, or a Treatise whether it be 
lawful to beare Arms for the Service of a Prince that is of • 
divers Religion. 1691 Ray Creation 1. ,1704) 67 The divers 
Figures of the minute Particles. 

f b. Const, from : Different (in kind, etc.) from. 
£•1374 Chaucer Boeth. m. pr. x. 71 (Camb. MS.) But that 
it is diuers from hym by wenynge resoun. c 1400 Lan/ranc's 
Cirurg. 119 Brekyn.se of boonys in j? e heed is dyuers in 
perels'fro brekinge of of?ere boonys. 1568 Bibee (Bishops’) 
Esther Hi. 8 Their lawes are diuers from al people. x6xi 
Bible Esther \. 7 The vessels being diuers one from another. 
1678 Owen Mind 0/ God viii. 247 Openly divers from that 
exhibited therein. 

1 2 . Differing from or opposed to what is right, 
good, or profitable; perveise, evil, cruel; adverse, 
unfavourable. [Cf. OF. divers.] Obs. 

1340 Ayettb. 68 Wybstondynge is a zenne \>zt comp of pe 
herte pet is rebel ana hard and rebours and dyuers ; a 1450 
Knt. de la Tour (1868) 88 An euelle queue and diuers and 
to cruelle Gesabelle. 1523 Ld.^ Berners Froiss. I. iv. 3 
Ryght wyld and diuers of condicions. 1381 Satir. Poems 
Reform, xliv. 156 Diuers in maners, vnhappy, fals, forlorne. 
[1613 Shaks. Hen.' VIII, y. iii. 18 New opinions, Diuers, 
and dangerous, which are Heresies.] 

3 . Various, sundry, several ; more than one*, some 
number of. Referring originally and in form to 
the variety of objects ; but, as variety implies num- 
ber, becoming an indefinite numeral word expressing 
multiplicity, without committing the speaker to 
‘many’ or * few Now somewhat archaic , but 
well known in legal and scriptural phraseology. 

a. with the notion of variety the more promi- 
nent : Different, various, b. with that of indefinite 
number more prominent : Several, sundry. (In 
many cases both notions are equally present, and 
the word might be rendered * several different *. 
Cf. the sense-history of several, sundry, various, 
all of which have come to be vague numerals.) 

a. 1297 [see Diverse a. p a]. 1340 Hampole Pr. Consc. 3144 
Alle pe fire pat es par-in, Es bot a maner of fyre..And 
noght divers fires, les and mare. 1382 Wyclif Marki. 34 
He helide many that weren trauelide with dyuers [.rowaAous] 
soris. c 1440 Ipomydon 86 Of dukis, erlis and: barons, Many 
there come frome dyvers townes. 1557 N. T. iGenev.) Heb. 
i. x At sondrie tymes and in diuers maners. 1589 Cogan 
Haven Health cxcviii. (1636) x86 Divers meates require 
divers sawces, and divers men have divers appetites. 1669 
Bunyan Holy Citie 204, The word Sun is in Scripture taken 
divers ways. 1772-84 Cook Voy. (1790) V.1552 Fish of 
divers sorts. 1845-6 Trench Hals. Led. 1. vi. 98 We have 
the divers statements of St. Paul and St. James — divers but 
not diverse. ^ X875 J owett Plato (ed. 2) 1 . 408 This heavenly 
earth is of divers colours. 

b. 1393 Gower Conf III. 232 Thus tose Divers ensamples 
how they stonde. 15x3 More in Grafton Chron. (1568) II. 
807 The Citizens, .made divers dayes playes and Pagiaunts. 
1585 T. Washington tr. Nicholay’s Voy. u vii. 5 Too whom 
. .came running divers other Turkes to recover him. 16x4 
Raleigh Hist. World 1, (1634) 1x3 If Nimrod tooke divers 
yeeres to find Shinaar. 1751 Smollett Per. Pic. lxvi, The 
old gentleman ., made divers ineffectual efforts to get up. 
18x8 Cruise Digest (ed. 2) III. 172 The two Chief Justices, 
the Chief Baron, and divers other Justices^ there present. 
1827 Jarman Powell’s Devises II, 195 Seised in fee of 
divers freehold lands, 1840 Barham Ingol. Leg., Witches’ 
Frolic 449 Conspiring with folks to deponents unknown, 
With divers, that is to say, two thousandj people, i860 
Mrs. Carlyle Lett. III. 36 There are directions to he given 
to divers workmen before I start. 

C. absol., and with of \ Several, many. arch, 
c 1450 [see Diverse a 5 c]. 1526-34 Tindale Mark viii. 3 
Diuers of them came from farre. 1533 Frith Answ. More 
(1829) 174 Such fantastical apparitions do appear to divers. 
(2x6x8 Raleigh Mahomet (1637) 86 Hope of gaine provoked 
divers to make search for him. 1628 Hobbes Thucyd. 1. 
xfii, He subdued divers of the islands. 1684 Scanderbeg 
Redid, iii. 38 The General., slew divers, and forced the rest 
to fly. 

i: 4 . as adv. - Diversely. Cf. Diverse a. 6. 

1597 Daniel Civ. Wars 11. Ixiii, Divers-speaking zeele, 
1667 Milton P. L. iv. 234 The neather flood, Which . . now 
divided. .Runs divers. 17x5-20 Pope Iliad xvi. 347 His 
troops. . Fly divers. 

^ Diverse (di-, daivs-js, darvais), a. [In origin 
identical with Divers ; but in later use prob. more 
immediately associated with L. diversus (cf. ad- 
verse, inverse, obverse , perverse, reverse ). Hence, 
no longer (since 1:170:1) used in the merely vague 
numerical sense of divers, but always distinctly 
associated with diversity .] 

1 . Different in character or quality ; not of the 
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same kind ; not alike in nature or qualities. (For- 
merly also- written divers : see Divers 1.) 

1297 R. Glouc. (Rolls) 657 Suppe poru diuerse tonge me 
clupep it seuerne. 2387 TreviSA Higden (Rolls) 1 . 25 Take 
hede of ey3te dyuerse manere of accountynge of 3eres. 
c 1430 Lydg. Hors, Shepe § G. (Roxb.) 4 The thirde was 
white. .The fourth diuerce of colours. 1592 West x.sj? Pt, 
Symbol. § 50 H, Wordes of diuerse or doubtfull significa- 
tions. 1647-8 Cotterell Davila's Hist . F r. (1678) 30 F rom 
the diverse sense, that men had of this proceeding. 1822 
Coleridge Lett. Convers., etc. II. 83 The subjects of the 
Lectures are indeed very different, but not, in the strict 
sense of the term diverse : they are various rather than mis- 
cellaneous. X84X-71 T. R. Jones Anim. King’d, (ed. 4) 798 
With habits so diverse, we may well expect corresponding 
diversity in their forms. 1865 R. W. Dale yew. Temp. ix. 
(1877) 95 These diverse but not antagonistic spiritual forces, 
b. Const, from (f to ). 

c 1400 Maundev. (Roxb.) xii. 54 paire clething also es 
diuer.se fra oper men. a 1568. Ascham Scholem. (Arb.) 157 
A certaine outlandish kinde of talke, strange to them of 
Athens, and diuerse from their writing. 1570 Act 13 Eliz. 
c. 29 Any Name contrary or dyverse to the name of the now 
Chauncellor. x6xi Bible Esther iii. 8 Their lawes are 
diuerse from all people. 1754 Edwakds Freed. Will 1. iv. 25 
Against, or diverse from present Acts of the Will. 1836 
J. Gilbert Chr. At menu i. (1852) 11 A procedure., very 
diverse from that which he has universally prescribed. 

2 . Differing from itself under different circum- 
stances at different times, or in different parts ; 
multiform, varied, diversified. 

a 1541 Wyatt Poet. Wks. (1861) 153 And beareth with his 
sway the diverse h 1 oon about. 1656 Ridgley Pract. Physick 
xx An eschar . . of a diverse colour like a rainbow. 1875 
J owett Plato (ed. 2^ IV. 19 Enlarging on the diverse and 
multiform nature of pleasure. 

•f 3 . Different from, or opposed to what is right, 
good, or profitable ; perverse, adverse. Obs. 

1393 Gower Con/. III. 49 He found the see diverse With 
many a windy storm reverse. Ibid. HI. 295 Fortune . . as 
I shall reherce. .was to^ this lord diverse, a 1450 Knt. de la 
Tour (1868) 104 But kinge herode was diuerse, couettous, 
and right malicious. 1483 Caxton G. de la Tour F vj b, 
An euylle cruell and dyuerse quene. 

f 4 . Turning or impelling in different directions; 
diverting, distracting. (In Spenser.) Obs. rare. 

1590 Spenser F.Q. i, i 10 In diverse doubt^ they been. 
Ibid. 11. ii. 3 And into diverse doubt his wavering wonder 
clove. 

t- 5 . = Divers 3, with its varieties a and b. 
Obs. (rare in this spelling after 1 700). 

a. 1297 R. Glouc. 11724) 378 pe kyng hem sende her & per 
. .To dyuerse men, to vynde hem mete, c 1340 Cursor M. 
1034 (Trim) Foure stremes passynge into dyuerse remes. 
1450-1530 Myrr. our Ladye 209 How aungels and men 
de.syred her byrthe for diuerse causes, a 159a H. Smith 
Serm. (1637) 777 They thought that there were diverse Gods, 
as there were diverse Nations, diverse trades, diverse lan- 

f uages, diverse and sundry kinds of all things. 1688 
L. Holme Armoury lu 68/1 The double Daisies are of 
diverse Sorts. 

b. 1386 Rolls of Parlt. III. 225/1 The forsaid Nichol . . 
ayein the pees, made dyverse enarmynges bi day and eke H 
nyght. 1428 Surtees Misc. ( 1890) xo WeTe knawen to diverses 
gude men of yis cite. 1548 Hall Chron., Hen . VI (an. 29) 
162 The toune of Acques, in the whiche be diverse hote 
bathes, a 15C8 Ascham Scholem. Pref. (Arb.) x8 Diuerse 
Scholers of Eaton be runne awaie from the Schole. . x6ox 
Chester Loxies Martyr title-p., Collected out of diuerse 
Authenticall Records. 1728 Morgan Algiers I. Pref. 6 
Towards the close of this History and in diverse other parts 
of it. 

t c. absol. = Divers 3 c. Obs. 3 

c 1450 St. Cuthbert (Surtees) 3638 He. .had made diuerse 
hale and fere. *559 W’. Cunningham Cosmogr. Glasse 172 
Many perticuler Regions, as Englande . Denmarke, Greece, 
and diverse, unto the number , .of 34. 1568 Grafton Chron. 
II, 1309 With the losse of diverse of his company. 1605 
Bacon Adv. Learn. 11. vi. § 1. 22 [It] bath been excellently 
handled by diverse. 1706 H. Maulk Hist. Piets jn Misc. 
Scot. I. 37 Diverse of our historians attribute this victory to 
the valour of the King, 
f 6 . as adv. —Diversely. Obs. 

1708 J. Philips Cyder 1, The gourd And thirsty cucumber 
with tendrils creep Diverse. 1729 Pope Dune. led. 2) ii, 
X14 His papers light, fly diverse, tost in air. 

7 . Comb, adverbial or parasyntbetic, as diverse- 
coloured, - natured \ -shaped, etc, 

X551 Bible Judg. v. 30 (R.) Dyuerse coloured browdered 
Work. i 6 o 5 Shaks. Ant. ty Cl. 11. il. 208 Smiling Cupids, 
With diuers coulour’d Fannes. *697 J. Sergeant Solid 
Philos. 11 Diverse-natured > parts. 1875 W. McIlwraith 
Guide Wigtmvnshire xoo Diverse- shaped parterres, 

t Bive*rse, V. Obs. Also 4-6 dyverse (6 pa. 
t. di verst), [a. OF. diver se-r to change, vary, 
diversify med.L. diversd-re to turn, drive about, 
freq. of diverlRre to Divert, or f. dl-, Dis- 1 + 
versdre to turn about.] 

1 . trans. To render diverse or different ; to vary, 
change, diversify. (Also refi. - intr.) 

1340 Ayenb. 124 pise uour uirtues. .mochel ham diuersep 
ine hire work es. c 1374 Chaucer Troylus hi. 1703 (1752) f>e 
world with feyth which )?at is stable Dyverseth so his 
stoundes concordynge. 1382 Wyclif Acts xv. 9. c 1400 
Lan/ranc’s Cirurg. 331 For pis cause pou muste diuerse 
pi medicyns. 1530 Palsgr. 523/1 , 1 dyverse, I make differ- 
ence, je divers ipe. a 1634 Randolph Amyntas iv. 9 The 
sentence now is past. .It cannot be divers’d. 

2. intr . T o be or grow diverse, different, or varied ; 
to vary, change, become diversified ; to differ (from). 

I c 1340 Cursor M. 2262 (Trin.) Her tonges dyuersed fro pat 
I day. 1382 Wyclif x Cor. xv. 41 A sterre diuersith from a 
I sterre in clerenesse. ^1400 Lan/ranc’s Cirurg. 233. c 1460 


DIVEESIFIER. 

Fortf.scue .ri&r. # Lim. Mon. 1. (1885) 209 Ther bkh ij 
kyndesoffkyngdomes..thai diuersen in that the first kynge 
mey [etc.] . . The secounde kynge may not rule his peple by 
other lawes than such as thai assenten unto.^ 

8. intr. To turn aside, diverge, be diverted, rare. 
1590 Spenser F. Q. m. iii. 62 The Redcrosse Knight 
diverst : but forth roae Britomart. 

Hence Dive rged///, a., diversified, different. 

1393 Gower Conf. Prol. I. 3 Men se the world. .In sondry 
wyse so diversed, c 1420 Paltad. on H usb. 1. 784 Dyversea 
wittes dyversely devyse. 

Diversely (di-, doivjrjsli, doi’voasli), adv. [f. 
Diverse a. + -ly 2 .] In a diverse manner, in 
a different way ; differently, otherwise ; in diverse 
ways or directions, variously ; with diversity. See 
also Diversly. 

a 1300 [see Diversly x], c 1325 Poem Times Edw. IT, 
255 m Pol. Songs (Camden) 335 Nu ben theih so degysed 
and so diverseliche i-di3t. c 1380 Wyclif Set. Wks. III. 432 
pei ly veden diverseliche fro pise newe sects, c 1386 Chaucer 
Sqr.’s T. 194 Diuerse folk diuersely [v.r. dyuersly] they 
demed. 1485 Caxton Chas, Gt. 1 The helthe of euery 
person proceedeth dyuercely. 1526 Frith Disput. Purga- 
tory 167 Infemus, which is diversely taken m Scripture 
both for death, for a grave, and for hell. 1690 Locke Hum. 
Uhd. 11. i. (1605) 42 Being surrounded with Bodies, that 
perpetually and diversely affect us. 1732 Pope Ess. Man 
11. 97 On Life’s vast ocean diversely we sail. # 1862 Mewi- 
yale Rom. Emp. (1871) V. xl. 23 The seven hills of Rome 
have been diversely enumerated. 

Dive'rseness. Now rare . Also diversness, 
[f. as prec. + -ness.] 

1 . The quality or state of being diverse ; differ- 
ence, diversity, variety. 

c 1340 Cursor M. 25160 (Fairf.) Wip bis worde ours we 
vnderstande al diuersenes of our eranae, a 1541 Wyatt 
Change in minde in Tot tells Misc. (Arb.) 37 You, this 
diuersnesse that blamen most. Change you no more. 1862 
F. Hall Hindu Philos. Syst. 114 The diverseness of the 
condition of souls is owing to the diverseness of their works, 
f 2 . Adverseness, frowardness. Obs. rare. 

1580 Baret Alv. F X154 Waiwardnesse, frowardnesse, 
diuersnesse to please, morositas. 

Diver si-, combining element, f. L. dtvers-us 
Diverse, as in diversicolor, diversicolorus : used 
in some English words, chiefly technical, as Diver- 
si ‘color , Dive •rsicoloTtred adjs., of varied colours. 
Diversifio-rate, Diver siflo rous adjs., bearing 
flowers of different kinds. Diversifo-liate, Di- 
versifoTions adjs., having leaves of different kinds. 
Diver sip© 'date a., having varied feet Biversi- 
spo'rous a., having spores of different kinds. 

1756 C. Lucas Ess. Waters I. T37 It throws up a diverg- 
ed or ed pellicle, in which orange appeared to predominate. 
x866 Treas. Pot., Diversiftorous. 1883 Syd. Soc. Lex., 
Diversicolor ... Diversifl orate . . Diversifoliate . . Diver si- 
pedate . . Diversisporous. 

Div©*rsiHafoXe, a. rare . [f. Diversify 4- 

-able : so in F.] Capable of being diversified. 

1674 Boyle Grounds Corpnsc. Philos, xx Since a single 
particle of matter . . be diversifiable so many ways, a 1691 
— Wks . IV. 281 (R.) The almost infinitely diversifiable con- 
textures of all the small parts. 

Hence Diver sifiabiTity. 

1871 Earle Philol. Eng. Tongue § 250 They have a 
relative diversifiability of states and powers and functions. 

t Dive-rsificate, v. Obs. rare. [f. ppl. stem 
of med.L. diversificare (Du Cange) to render unlike, 
to Diversify.] = Diversify. 

1604 T. Wright Passions v. ii. 171. 1622 H. Sydenham 

Serm. Sol. Occ . (1637) 22 Variety of sounds diversificate 
passions, stirring up in the heart many sorts of joy or sad- 
nesse according to the nature of tunes. 

Diversification (divausifik? 5 jbn, dai-). [n. 
of action f. med.L. diversificare to Diversify : cf. 
F. diversification (14th c. in Littre).] The action 
of diversifying ; the process of becoming diversi- 
fied ; the fact of being diversified ; the production 
of diversity or variety of form or qualities. 

1603 Holland Plutarch’s Mor. 1027 They be passions, 
accidents, and diversifications of elements. x68x H. More 
Exp. Dan i. 14 Which diversification .. need not be ex- 
pressed. 1776 Johnson Let. to Boswell x6 Nov. in Boswell 
Life, Such an effort annually would give the world a little 
diversification. 1831 Brewster Nat. Magic XLJ1833) 288 
He at first was perplexed about the diversification of the 
pattern. 1859 Darwin Orig. Spec. iv. (1872) 90 In the 
Australian mammals, we see the process of diversification 
in an early and incomplete stage of development. 

b. A diversified condition, form, or structure. 
1677 Hale Prim, Orig. Man. iv. ii. 305 Animals, .that yet 
possibly are not of the same Species, but have accidental 
diversifications. 1796 Kirwan Elem. Min. ied. 2j I. 48 The 
minuter diversifications are called varieties. 

Diversified, ppl. a. [f. Diversify + -ed 1 .] 
Rendered diverse; varied in form, features, or 
character ; variegated. 

x6ix Cotgr., Bigarre, diuersified, varied, mingled, of 
many colours. 1669 Woqdhead St. Teresa n. vii. 59 Let 
the singing be not m diversifyed notes, but in one and the 
same tone. _ 1799 J. Robertson Agric. Perth 360 Views of 
that charming lake and of the diversified scenery around its 
wooded banks. 1878 Huxley Physiogr. 219 Deep-seated 
points of agreement among the diversified forms of life. 

Dive'rsifier. rare. [f. Diversify + -er L] 
One who or that which diversifies. 

1894 H. Drummond Ascent of Man 253 The first moral 
and intellectual diversifiers of men are to be sought for in 
geography and geology. 
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Biversi&oroiis, -folious : see Biverst-. 
Diversiform (cli-, daivsusif^im), a. [f. Di- 
ve rsi- + -form. So mod.F . diver siforme.J Of 
diverse or various forms ; differing in form. 

1660 Stanley Hist. Philos. 1:0 (1701) 379/2 It is all one., 
if it be called biform or aequaliform or diversiform. 1844 
J. G. Wilkinson tr. Swedenborgs Anim. Kingd. II. ii. 51 To 
diminish and enlarge these diversiform apertures of the 
glottis. x88a Phaser's Mag. XXV. 769 The diversiform 
aspects of strange superstitions. 

Diversify (divoMsifai, doi-), v. [a. OF. diver - 
sifie-r (13th c. in Hatz.-Darm.), ad. med.L. diversi- 
ficdre to render unlike (Du Cange), f. diversus Di- 
verse + -ficdre vbl. formative,, see -EY.] 

!. brans. To render diverse, different, or varied, 
in form, features, or qualities; to give variety or 
diversity to ; to variegate, vary, modify. 

1490 Caxton Eneydos vi. 24 Bochace..hath transposed or 
atte leste dyuersifyed the falie and caas of dydo otherwyse 
than vyrgyle. 1541 R. Copland Guy don’s Quest. Chimrg^ 
The bones of the body be deuersyfyed in dy tiers 
maners, 1665 Hooke Micrcgr. 17 This adventitious ,0* 
accidental pressure. -must diversify the Figure of the in- 
cluded heterogeneous fluid. 1704 Pope Windsor For. 145 
Swift trouts, d tversif y ’d with crimson stains, 1855 Macaulay 
Hist. Eng. III. 505 The course of parliamentary business 
was diversified by another curious and interesting episode, 
f b. To make different, to differentiate from. 

1594 Carew Huarte’s Exam . Wits (1616) 98 Whether it 
could bane, .been e able to diuersifie them from those who 
came with them. x66x Feltham Resolves (ed. 8) 11. Ixxxi, 
We diversifie our selves from him [God], we fight against 
his love. 171a Addison Sped. No. 409 f 3 Ways of express- 
ing himself which diversify him from all other Authors. 

t 2 . a. intr. or ahsol. To produce diversity or 
variety, b. intr. (for refl.) Obs. 

1481 Caxton Myrr. in. xxiv. 189 How nature werketh, 
and .. how she dyuersefyeth in euerych of her werkes, 
a 1680 Glanvill tr. Fontenelle's Plurality Worlds (1695) 89 
How Nature diversifies in these several Worlds. 1815 
Mad. D’Arblay Diary (1846) VII. 222 Prospects eternally 
diversifying varied our delighted attention. 

Hence Diversifying vbl. sb . and ppl. a. 

x 6 it Cotgr., Bigarrhnent, a variation, or dmersifying, as 
in colours. 1753 Chambers CycL Supp., Diversifying, in 
rhetoric, is of infinite service to the orator ; it. .may fitly be 
called the subject of all his tropes and figures. 1837 
Prichard Pfiys. Hist. Man.fed. 3) II. 226 The diversifying 
process, .may have given rise to differences, 

Biversrloqiient, a. rare-*, ff. Diversi- 
+ L. loquent-em speaking.] (See quots.) 

1656 Blount Glossogr v, Diversiloqiten t, that varieth or 
speaks diversly. 1848 Craig, Diversiloqaeut, speaking 
in different ways. Hence in mod. Diets. 

Diversion (divS'iJsn, doi-). [ad, med.L. di- 
versio (vox. Medico rum: Du Cange), n. of action 
f. L. divertgre to Divert. Cf. F. diversion, in 
medical use in 13- 14th c. (LIttre), in military and 
other uses in 16th c., perh. the immediate source 
of the English, but not in Cotgr. 1611.J 

1 . lit. The turning aside (of anything) from its 
due or ordinary course or direction ; a turning aside 
of one’s course ; deviation, deflection. 

1626 Bacon Sylva § 4x4 In Retention of the Sap for a time, 
and Diversion of it to the Sprouts. 1660* Hickkringill 
Jamaica (x66x) 65 This Diversion is somewhat out of our 
way to Jamaica. 1871 Tyndall Fragm. Sc. (18791 II. i. 2 
A cli version of the Rhone, .would, .havebeen of incalculable 
benefit. 1871 L. Stephen Playgr. Eur.x. (1894) 243 , 1 made 
a diversion towards the valley. 1872 Yeats Grozvth Comm. 
180 Fearing the diversion of trade. 1883 Nature 8 Mar. 437 
Due to its diversion into some other than the usual channel 
t b. Med . A turning away of the course of the 
humours by means of medicinal applications. Obs. 

1656 Ridgley Prod. Pity sick 17 To use diversion, evacua- 
tion, and strengthening. 1737-51 Chambers Cycl, Diver* 
Mott in Medicine, the turning of the course or flux of 
humours from one part to another, by proper applications, 

2 . trnnsf. znffig. The turning aside (of any per- 

son or thing) from a settled or particular course of 
action, an object, or the like. # 

ifioo E. Blount tr. Conestaggio to. Turning all his resolu- 
tions upon Affrick . .But this diversion whereunto they per- 
swaded the King, was cause of great ruines. 1626 Donne 
Serm. Ps . lxiv, 10 A diversion, a deviation, a deflection ... 
from this rectitude, this uprightness;. 1797 Burke Regie. 
Peace m. Wks. VIII. 343 If the war has been diverted from 
the great object.. this diversion was made tQ encrease the 
naval resources and power of Great Britain. 

fb. A turning aside from the business in hand, 
or from one’s regular occupation ; avocation. Obs, 

1637 Laud Wks.(x 8 sfNl. 37 Considering my many diver- 
sions and the little time I could snatch from other employ- 
ment. 1662 LrGHTFOOT Brontghton s Wks. Pref. 2. 1675 
Marvell Corr. Wks. II. 456 The Lords have agreed for .. 
another conference . . these and other diversions withhold 
them from proceeding in their Committee of their Test.^ 
c. A turning aside or diverting of the attention. 

1667 Decay Chr. Piety ii. F 7 An artifice, of diversion, 
a sprout of that first fig-tree which was to hide the naked- 
ness of lapsed Adam, 1796 Burke Regie. Peace 1. Wks. 
VIII. 155 The. .diversion, .was the suggestion of a treaty 
proposed by the enemy. 1814 Scott Wav. iv, Charging 
themto make good with their lives an hour's diversion, that 
the king might have that space for escape. 

3 . Mil, A man oeuvre to draw off the enemy’s atten- 
tion from the operation on which they are engaged, 
by a movement or attack, in. an unexpected quarter. 

*647 Clarendon Hist. Reb. ix. § 88 The forces . . which 
were raised to make a diversion in Scotland. 1:659 B. Harris. 
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Par goafs Iron Age 45 The Prince ..bethought himself., 
of sending his brother to Venlo, so to make a powerfull 
diversion. 1801 Wellington in Ourw. Desp. I. 299 .My 
determination is to make the most powerful diversion which 
may be practicable on the coasts of the Red Sea. 

4 . sfec. The turning away of the thoughts, atten- 
tion, etc,, from fatiguing or sad occupations, with 
implication of pleasurable excitement; distraction, 
recreation, amusement, entertainment. 

1653 H. CoGANtr. Pinto's Trait, xliv. 174 My long indis- 
position . , hath great need of some diversion. 1671 Lady 
Mary Bertie in 12 th Rep. Hist.. PISS. Comm. App. v. 22, 
I.. am glad you had so good diversion in drawing valentine. 
1706 Estcourt Fair Examp. n. Ii, Will you allow her no 
Diversion ? 17x0 Steele TatlerNo.* 89 F 4 Diversion, which 
is a kind of forgetting our selves, is but a mean Way of 
Entertainment. 18x4 Jane Austen Matts/ . Park xvn, All 
were finding employment in consultations.. or diversion m 
the playful conceits they suggested. • 

p. with a and pi. An amusement, entertainment, 
sport, pastime. 

1648 Evelyn Diary 5 Feb., Saw a Tragie-comedy acted in 
the Cockpit, after there had been none of these diversions 
for many years during the warr. 1725 De Foe Voy. round 
World (1840) 254 If wild and uncouth places be a diversion 
to you, I promise your curiosity shall be fully gratified. 
1843 Lytton Last Bar. 1. i, Open spaces for the popular 
games and diversions. 1875 J. Curtis Hist. Eng. 154 
Among the in-door divers'ons were draughts, chess, etc. 

C. Comb, as diversion-monger. 

1744 Eliza Heywood Female Sped. (1748) I. 212 Our di- 
version-mongers . .every day contriving new entertainments. 
4 5 . Diverse condition, diverseness. Obs. rare. 

14. . Wyntoun Chron. (ed. Laing) III. 166 (Wemyss MS.) 
For diversion {v.r. syndrynes] of thar changeing. 
Dive-rsionary, a. rare - '. JX prec. + -ARY ’.] 
Pertaining or tending to a diversion ; divertive. _ 
1846 Landor Wks. II. 179 What a farce in the meanwhile 
is the diversionary talk about the abolition of the slave-trade 1 

Bive*rsitude. rare, [f- Diverse a.] ® 
next. . . . , ' , ■ . .. v , # 

1870 E. Mulford Nation xviii. 344 No diversitude in 
thought and action. 

Diversity (divsusiti, dsi-). Also 4-6 -te(e, 
4-5 dyverste. [a. OF. diverseig, diver sitg (12th 
c. in Hatz.-Darm.) difference, oddness, wickedness, 
perversity :—L. dive^sildt-em contrariety, disagree- 
ment, difference, f. diversus Diverse.] 

X. The condition or quality of being diverse, dif- 
ferent, or varied ; difference, unlikeness. 

a 1340 Hampole Psalter cl. 4 ]>ai sown all samyn in acor- 
dandist dyuersite. c 1386 Chaucer Man of Law's T. 122 
Ther was swich diuersitie Bitwene hlr bothe lawes. 
c 1400 Lanfranc's Cirurg. 32 All© ]>ese ben dyverse, after 
be dyverste of here cause. 1494 Fabyan Citron, n. xiv. 29 
The dyuersytie of that one from y- other. 1330 Palsgr. 76 
Dyversite of gendre is expressed onely in pronownes of the 
thirde person©. 1614 Raleigh Hist. World 11. xxii. § 9 
Diversitie of circumstance may alter the case. 1628 1 . 
Spencer Logick 24a A discrete Axiome is then framed 
according to Art, when the partes of it doe dissent by diver- 
sitie, not as opposites, 1697 tr, Burgersdiciits ftis Logic l. 
xxi. 8x Diversity is that affection by which things are dis- 
tinguished one from the other. And is either real, rational, 
or modal. 1790 Burke Fr. Rei*. 51 Through that diversity 
of members and interests, general liberty had as many 
securities as there were separate views in the several orders. 
1882 Farrar Early Chr. I. 247 Unity does not exclude 
diversity— nay^more, without diversity there can be no true 
and perfect unity. 

b. with a and fl. An instance of this condition 
or quality ; a point of unlikeness ; a difference, 
distinction ; a different kind, a variety. 

c 1340 Hampole Prose Tr. (1866) 35 $it es her a dyuersite 
by-twyx gastelyand bodily dedis. 1481 Caxton Myrr. 1. xiv. 
43 In the persones ben so many dyuersetees, & facions not 
lyke. 1665 Ray Flora 1. vii. 42 The White lily affordeth 
three diversities, two besides the common kind. 1731 Pope 
Ep. Burlington 84 A waving Glow the bloomy beds display, 
Blushing in bright diversities of day. x8xi Pinkerton 
Fetral, I. 386 The colours being merely regarded as varie- 
ties: though some, from their rarity and singularity , .ought 
rather to form diversities. 1859 Mill Liberty ui. (1865) 
39/2 People have diversities of taste. 

f c. Divers manners or sorts ; a variety. Obs. 
1382 Wyclif Exod. xxxi. 5 Forgid of gold, and of siluer. . 
ana dyuerste [X388 dyuersite] of trees. — Ps. xliv. 15 The 
defter ^of the King.. in goldene hemmes, aboute wrappid 
with dluersitees [ci reumamiefa varietatibns], x6xo Shaks. 
Temp. v. i. 234 Roring, shreeking . . And mo diuersitie of 
sounds, all horrible. 

2 . Law. (See quot.) 

1848 Wharton Law Lex., Diversity , a plea oy a prisoner 
in bar of execution, alleging that he is not the same who- was 
attainted ; upon which a jury is .. impanelled to try the 
collateral Issue thus raised, viz., the identity of the person. 

4 3 . Contrariety to what is agreeable, good, or 
right ; perversity, evil, mischief. Obs. 

1483 Caxton G.de la Tour F vij, This quene. .made unto 
the peple grete dyuersytees {moult de diversitez]. c 1485 
Drgby Myst . (1882) m. 1308 Wethyr it be good ar ony 
deversyte. *5x3 Bradshaw St. Werburge 1. 2305 In all his 
realme was no dyuersyte, Malyce was subdued. 1523 Lp. 
Berners Froiss. I. xvii. 18 They carey with them no cart is 
. .for y J diversities [Fr. diversity s\ of y 4 mountaignes. 

t Dive’rsive, a. Obs. [f. L. divers ppl. stem 
of divert gre to Divert: see -ive.] Tending to 
divert or cause diversion ; divertive. 

1693 Mem. Cut. Teckely 11. 103 Contenting themselves with 
only pillaging, did nothing diversive; 1704 tr. Boccalini's 
Adv.fr, P amass. 111. 274 That Cankar, which her Enemies 
term'd a Diversive Issue. 


t Biversi'volent, a. Obs. rare. [f. Diversi- 
+ L . volent-em wishing.] Desiring strife or dif- 
ferences. 

x6x2 Webster White Devil in. I. Plays (1888) 44 This de- 
bauched and diversivolent woman. Ibid. 57 Your diversi- 
volent lawyer, mark him. . 

Diversly (doi'voizli\ adv. [f. Divers a. + 
-LY-. Formerly not distinguishable from diversely 

1 . In divers ways, variously ; formerly, Differently, 
Diversely (of which this was a common spelling 
before iyoo) ; in some recent writers — In several or 
sundry ways. 

a 1300 Cursor M. 21807 (Cott.) pis tale .... Mani telles 
diuersli {Fair/, diuerseli] For hud diners stori. c 1384 
Chaucer //. Fame in, 810 Somme folke have desired fame 
Diversly, 1393 Langl. P. PI. C. xvl 79 Alle we ben 
brethren J>auh we be diuersliche cIo]>ecle. 1526 Tindale 
Heb. i. 1 God in tyme past diversly and many wayes [eta]. 
1594 Spenser Amoretii liv, Disguysing diuersly my troubled 
wits. 16x4 Raleigh Hist. World 11. iii. § 6 Divers have 
diversly set downe the forme of the Hebrew yeare. 1639 
Horn & Rob. Gate Lang. Uni. lxiv. § 669 Stubborn enemies 
. .are torn in peeces of horses, diversly driven. X79X-X823 
DTsraeli Cur. Lit., jews of York, They flew diversly in 
great consternation, a 1834 Coleridge Confess. Euquir. 
Spirit iii. (1853) 64 One spirit, . working diversly, now 
awakening strength, and now glorifying itself in weakness. 
[See Author's Note.] x88x Swinburne Mary Stuart In. i. 
X12 Men’s minds Are with affections diversly distraught. 

42 * [—OF. divers ementi\ W ickedly, evilly, per- 
versely. Obs. rare. 

1523 Ld. Berners Froiss . I. vi. 4 This sayd kyng gouerned 
right diuersly his realme by y* exortacion of Sir Hewe 
Spencer. 

Diversness, obs. var. of Diverseness. 

t Dive'rsory, sb. obs, [ad. L. di-, properly 
diversoH-um, lodging-place, inn, f. devertgre to 
turn aside, turn in, resort, lodge : cf. OF. diver soire 
(12th c.), It. diver sorio 1 an Inne, an hostery.’ 
See Deversary.] A place to which one turns in 
by the way; a temporary lodging-place or shelter, 

c 14x0 Love Bonavent. Mirr. vi. (Gibbs MS.), A cotnun 
place.. l?at was heled aboune men for to stonde j? ere for h« 
reyne & was icleped a dyuersorie. 1615 Chapman Odyss. 
xiv. 536 Since the man. .In my stall, as his diversory, stay’d. 
1681 tr. Willis’ Rem. Med. Wks.Y oedb., Diversory, a divert- 
ing place, or a place to turn of one side out of the way. 

Dive'rsory, a. rare- 0 , [f. L. divers- ppl. 
stem of divertgre to Divert + -ory.] Serving 
to divert, divertive. 

X864 in Webster. (Cent. Diet, cites North.) 

Divert (divout, dai-), v. Also 6 dyvert(©. 
[a, OF. divertir (14-1 5th c. in Hatz.-Darm.) =» It. 
divertive, Sp. divertir, ad. L. divertgre to turn in dif- 
ferent directions, turn out of the way, with which 
is also blended L. devertgre to turn away or aside.] 

1 . traits . To turn aside (a thing, as a stream, etc.) 
from its (proper) direction or course; to deflect 
(the course of something) ; to turn from one des- 
tination or object to another. 

1548 Hall Chron., Hen. IV (an. 9) 28 b, They heryng of 
his armie, were diuerted to the partes of Britayn. 1649 
Milton Eikon. xxii, [Since] it was proclaim’d that no man 
should conceal him, he diverted his course. 2699 Wallis in 
Pepys’ Diary VI. 209 Tim old Channel . . for diverting the 
Thames whilst London Bridge was building. 1709 Addison 
Tatler No. 161 F 8 My Eyes were soon diverted from this 
Prospect. . 1794 Sullivan View Nat. II. 28 We read of 
irons, which being fixed in earth, diverted the stream of 
lightning. 1843 Arnold Hist. Rome III. 170 Some of the 
reinforcements.. were afterwards diverted to other services. 
2873 A ct 36-7 Viet. c. 83 Preamb., To make good to the said 
Fund the sum so improperly diverted from it. 

t b. In medical use : cf. Diversion i b. Obs. 

1541 R. Copland Galyen’s Terap. 2 B j, Whan the humours 
that gathereth in the vlcerate partyes is nat very fer of . . it 
hehoueth to dyuert & dryue away that is in restreynyng. 
1541 — Guy don's Quesi.Chrrurg., Applyed . . vnder the brestes 
for to staunch e and dyuerte the floures of women. 1651 
WirriE tr. Primrose’s Pop. Err. iv. § 472. 4or That. .the 
Physicians use. .revulsions, and diverting remedies. 

fc. fefl . To turn aside; to betake oneself (to 
something different'' . Obs. 

*577 Hanmer Arte. Reel. Hist. (16x9) 134 They diverted 
themselves, and fled from their most loving and dearest 
friends. 1605 Try all Chev. 1. iii. in Bullen O. PL III. 282 
Which way soever I divert my selfe Thou seemst to follow 
with a loving eye. 1656 Stanley Hist. Philos, iv. (1701) 
143/1 He [Bion] diverting himself to Philosophy. 

2 . intr. (for refl.) To turn aside out of one’s 
course ,* to deviate, digress (lit. and figf (The 
earliest sense exemplified ; now arch.) 

1430 Lydg. Chron. Troyi. vi. If that I shulde. .Fro this my 
purpose by any way diuerte. — Thebes ir. (R.), [He] List not 
once aside to diuert But kept bis way. 1548 Hall Chron., 
Rich. Ill, (an. 3) 46 That when they approched the marches 
..they should dyverte and take the next weye into Frauace. 
1641 Evelyn Diary 1 Sept., As I returned, I diverted to 
see one of the Prince’s palaces. 1703 Maundrell Journ. 
Jems. 33 We diverted a little out of the way to see it. X774 
Bp. Hallifax Anal. Rom. Law (1795) Pref. 23 Studies., 
from which.. I should never have diverted. 2804 Nelson 
10 Feb. in Nicolas Disp. (1845) 1.413 Captain Richardson 
cannot divert from the immediate prosecution of my orders. 
1895 W. Hunk Life Sir H. Halford xo He.. was bred to 
physic, but he diverted to the diplomatic line. 

4 b. To withdraw oneself, separate from \ to 
part. (Also refl.) Obs. rare. 

#1555 Harpsfield Divorce Hen „ VII l (X878) 293 The 
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King might divert and divorce himself from Queen 1 
Katherine. 1604 R. Caw drey Table Alph. (1613V Diuert, \ 
turne from to another. 1705-14 Forbes in M, P. Brown 
Sttppl beds . (1824) V. 60 (jam.) In case they should divert, 
and live separately. 

3 . tram . (transf. and jig,) To turn aside tlie 
course or tendency, or interrupt the progress, of 
(an action, design, feeling, etc.); to avert, ward 
off, turn in another direction. 

1548 Hall Chron Hen, VI (an. 38) 174 [They] studied to 
divert and turne from them, all mischief or infortunitie. 
1599 Shaks. Hen. V, 11. ProL 15 The French.. Seeke to 
diuert the English purposes. 164 9 Milton Ezkon . xi. no 
Which Omen .. God hath not diverted. 1733 Pore Eg 
Bathurst 51 Could F ranee . . divert our brave designs ? 1862 
Sir B. Brodib Psychol. Jnq . IL ii. 70 Persevering labour, 
not diverted from one object to another. 1874 Green Short 
Hist. vi. § 4. 303 The indignation of the New Learning 
was diverted to more practical ends. 

<f 4. (?) To turn awry, or away from the straight. 
Ohs. rare, 

1606 Shaks. Tr. <$• Cr. 1. iii. 99 Frights, changes, horrors, 
Diuert, and cracke, rend and deracinate The vnity, and 
married calme of States Quite from their fixure, 

5. To draw off (a person) from a particular 
course, design, etc. ; to cause (the mind, attention, 
etc.) to turn from one channel to another; to distract. 

cx6 00 Shaks. Sonn, cxv, Time whose milliond accidents.. 
Diuert strong mindes to the course of altering thinges. 
1667 Milton P. L. ix. 8x4 Other care. . May have diverted 
from continual watch Our great Forbidder. 1704 Hearne 
Duct. Hist, (17141 I. 397 Presently after which Augustus 
was diverted by a Revolt of the Armenians. 1782 Cowper 
Let. 11 Nov,, Less profitable amusements divert their 
attention. 1853 C. Bronte Fillet to xi, She had an im- 
portant avocation .. to fill her time, divert her thoughts, and 
divide her interest. 1874. L. Stephen Hours in Library 
(1892) I, i. 5 People are diverted from the weak part of the 
story by this ingenious confirmation. 

b. Mil . ; see Diversion 3 . 

1600 E. Blount tr. Conestaggio 309 To divert the 
Spanish forces. 1665 Manley Gro tins’ Low C. PFarres 
596 It was necessary first to divert the Enemy to some 
other part. 

0. To draw away from fatiguing or serious occu- 
pations ; pleasurably to excite the mind or attract 
the attention ; to entertain, amuse. 

1662 J. Davies tr. Olearius' Voy. Ambass. 278 Paste and 
Sugar.. which were brought to the Table, rather to divert 
the Eye, than to sharpen the Appetite. 1709 Steele 
Taller No. 106 pi, I had neither Friends or Books to 
divert me. 1858 Hawthorne Ft. # It. Jrnls. I. 259 The 
people . . seemed much diverted at our predicament. 

b. reft. To entertain, amuse, recreate oneself; 
to give oneself to diversion. Now rare. 

1660 R. Coke Justice Vind. 12 When they are alone, and 
seek company to divert themselves, so to dude the length 
of time, c 1665 Mrs. Hutchinson Mem. Col. Hutchinson 
22 He.. often diverted himself with a viol 1719 De Foe 
Crusoe (1840) I. xi. 182, I used frequently to visit my boat 
. .sometimes I went out in her to divert myself, 1800 Med . 
Jrnl. IV. 285 [He] was diverting himself with some of his 
■companions at the rural diversion of hop, spring, and leap, 
f c. intr. (for rejl.) — prec. Obs. rare. 

1670 G. H. Hist. Cardinals it. in. 177 He apply’d himself 
to divert amongst other young men, rather than to converse 
amongst books. 

f7. trans. To cause (time) to pass pleasantly; 
to while away. Obs. 

1707 J. Stevens tr. Quevedo's Com. Whs, (1709) 214 They 
■diverted theAfternoon playing at All-Fours. 1726 Shelvocke 
Voy. round WorM (1757) 395, I urged that.. going to 
California would divert our time. ^ 1773 Mrs, Chapone 
Improv. Mind (1774) I, How trifling is the talent of divert- 
ing an idle hour. 

Hence Diverted ppl. a. 

1600 Shaks. A. Y. L. n. iii. 37, I rather will subiect me 
fa the malice Of a diuerted blood and bloudie brother. 1608 
Chapman Byron's 7 'rag. iv. Wks, 1873 IL 278 Their diverted 
ears, Their backs turned to us. 1813 L. Hunt in Examiner 
7 Dec. 771/1 How is he to hold the balance with diverted 
eyes, and a hand that is trembling with passion ? 

Bive*rter. [f. prec. + -er 1 .] One who or 
that which diverts ; see the verb. 

1621-51 Burton Anat. Mel. 11. ii, iv. 282 ’Tis the best 
Nepenthe, surest cordiall, sweetest alterative, presen t’st 
diverter. 1661 Walton Angler (ed. jj) 42 Angling was.. 
A rest to his mind, a cheerer of his spirits, a diverter [ed. x 
divertion] of sadness. 1727 Philip Quarll 204 Seeing his 
beloved Diverters carrying away by those Birds of Prey, 
he runs in for his Bow. Mod. A diverter of young people. 
Bive*rtible, a . rare, [f. L. divert- ere to 
Divert + -ible.] Able or liable to be diverted. 
Hence Divertibi’lity, capability of being di- 
verted. 

x88x Fair Trade: Cry 11 The divertibility of trade is proved 
by its diversion. 

t Dive*rticle. Obs. Also 7 -icule. [ad. L. 
diverticul-um ; see below. In F .diverticula.] 

1. A byway or bypath ; a turning out of the main 
way or straight course. Also fig. 

1570-6 Lambarde Peramb. Kent (1826) 234 Neither of 
them standeth in the full sweepe..of those Rivers, but in 
a diverticle, or by way. 1634 T. Johnson Parey's Ckirurg. 
n. (1678) 37 The first entrance.. is not streight, but full 
■of many diverticles and crooked paths. 1677 Gale Crt. 

* Gentiles iv. 55 Who made the heart, and knows al the diver- 
ticules or turnings and windings Of it. 1782 T. Warton 
Hist. Kiddington 52 (T.), I suspect there was a diverticle 
*>f the Akeman shooting from Which wood towards Idbury. 

2. = Diverticulum 2. 

*847 Craig, Diverticle . . in Anatomy, any hollow append- 
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age which belongs to and communicates with the cavity of 
the intestinal canal, and terminates in a cul-de-sac. 

Divertixular, a. [f. L. diverticul-um ; see 
below and -ar L] Pertaining to or of the nature 
of a diverticulum, 

_ 1849-52 Todd Cycl. Anal. IV. 847/x A left gall-bladder., 
is [a] diverticular production of the gall-duct. 2878 Bell 
Gegenbanr's Comp. Anat. 49 A diverticular outgrowth. 

Divertixulate, [f* next + -ATE -.] Pro- 
vided with a diverticulum. Also, in same sense, 
Biverti'culated a. 

1870 Rolleston Auhn. Life 130 The diverticulate portion 
of the digestive tract. 

ii Diverticulum (doivoitidcizHzim), pi. -a. 
[L. di- deverticuhun a byway, bypath, deviation, 
wayside shelter or lodging ; f. divert ere to turn 
down or aside, f. De- L 1 -h vertcre to turn.] 

•f 1. A byway ; a way out, means of exit. Obs. 

1647 W. Strong Trust Acc. Steward 19 Some.. love 
diverticulaes and turne aside unto crooked waies. 1695 
Woodward Nat. Hist. Earth 111. § 13 (1723) 159 Were 
it not for these Diverticula, whereby it [fire] thus gains 
an Exit, ’t would., make greater Havock than now it doth. 

2. A smaller side- branch of any cavity or passage ; 
in Anat. applied usually to a blind tubular process ; 
in Pathol, to a malformation having this character. 

1819 Pantologia , Diverticulum , a malformation or dis- 
eased appearance of intestine, in which a portion of in- 
testine goes out of the' regular course of the tube, 1822 
in Crabb Technol. Diet. 1871 Darwin Desc. Man I. i. 
27 The caecum is a branch or diverticulum of the intestine, 
ending in a cul-de-sac. x88o Mivart in Contemp . Rev. 
285 The South Pacific, of which all other oceans and seas 
may be regarded as diverticula or reaches. 

II Divertimento (dfvertzme-nt<?), PI. 

-tos. [It. as diversion, pastime, pleasure.] f a. 
Diversion, amusement. Obs. b. Miis. — Diver- 
tissement 2. 

1759 Goldsm. Polite Leant, iii. (Globe) 425/2 Where., 
abbes turned shepherds, and shepherdesses without sheep 
indulge their innocent divertimenti ! 1823 Spirit Pub , 
Jrnls. (1824) *98 Haydn composed.. 20 divertimentos for 
various instruments, i£8o Grove Diet. Mus., Diverti- 
mento, , a term employed for various pieces of music. 1887 
A theneeum 9 Apr. 489/5 (Stanf.) We find five large serenades 
and divertimenti for wmd instruments. 

Diverting, vbl. sb . [*ingL] The action 
of the verb Divert ; diversion. Also attrib. 

x6ir Florio, Diuertita , a diuerting, a remouing. a 16x2 
Donne BiaSararos (1644) 2x3 All darke and dangerous Se- 
cessions and divertings into points of our Frelewill, and of 
Gods Destiny. 1617 Hieron Whs. II. 237 To obtaine of 
God the diuerting or turning by of some great iudgements. 
x68x [see Diversory rib], 1895 Daily Chron. 19 Jan. 5/5 
The diverting of the water to the old workings. 

Diverting, ppl- a. [f. as prec. + -ing 2 .] That 
diverts or turns aside ; distracting ; amusing. 

x6sx Baxter Inf, Bapt. 224 To thrust in mens names and 
words.. was unseasonable and diverting. 1700 S. L. tr. 
C. Fake's Voy, E. Ind. x68 Their Comedies . . are very 
diverting. 1782 Cowper (title) The Diverting History of 
John Gilpin. 1871 Morley Voltaire (x886) 144. 1878 

H. H. Gibbs Ombre x Ombre . . the most diverting . , of 
games. 

Hence Dive-rtingly adv. ; Bive-rtingmess. 

1697 Collier Immor. Stage vi. ( 1730) x68 The Divertingness 
of it. 1701 Strype Life Aylmer xiv. (R.), He, .then added, 
divertingly, that this argument therefore arose of wrong 
understanding the word. 1837 Frasers Mag.XN. 339 Her 
sensibility appears to be strangely— we had almost said 
divertingly — acute. 

t Divertise, V. Obs. Also 7 -ize, [f. F. di- 
vertiss - lengthened stem of divertir to Divert : cf. 
advertise , and see -ise. Stressed by Bailey dive'r- 
tise; Johnson has diverti'se.] 

1. trans. — Divert i b. 

X597 Lowe Chirurg, (1634) 338 Let it [the ulcer] bleed 
well, to divertize the fluxion. 

2. To distract the attention of ; to draw off; « 

Divert 5. 

1648 Evelyn Mem. (1857) III. 17 If the army were but 
conveniently divertised, both this city and the adjacents to 
it would be so associate as [etc.]. 1652 J. Wright tr, 
Camus' Nat. Paradox i6x Every one's attentions were 
divertised according to their different inclinations, 

3. To entertain, amuse; — Divert 6 . Chiefly 
rejl. : To enjoy oneself, make merry. 

1651 tr. De-las-Coveras *. Don Fenise 32 The ordinary 
entertaines wherewith I divertised my selfe, 1671 tr. 
Frejas' Voy. Mauritania 63 The King .. bad him take 
care to divertise me. 1673 Wycherley Gentl. Dane. 
Master 1. ii, I think we had better, .divertise the gentle- 
man at cards till it be ready. 1696 Aubrey Misc. (1721) 
62 Sir Roger L’Estrange was wont to divertise himself 
with Cocking in his Father’s Park. 

Hence Divertising///. a., entertaining, amusing. 
1655 Tkeophania 84 His humour [was] so divertising. 
1667 Pepys Diary 28 May, To hear the nightingale and 
other birds, and here fiddles, and there a harp, and here 
a Jew’s trump, and here laughing, and there fine people 
walking, is mighty divertising. 1694 Osowne Married 
Beau i. 5 The compliment is not divertising. 

i Divertisement (divoutizment). arch. [ad. 
F. divertissement ( 15 th c.) action of diverting, 
diversion, f. divertiss- : see prec. and -ment.] 

1. The action . of diverting or fact of being di- 
verted; recreation, entertainment, *= Diversion 4 , 
1651 Hobbes Govt $ Soe. Ep. Ded., Some for divertise- 
ment, and some for businesse. 2719 London & Wise 
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Contpl. Card. 287 Nature now affect[s] no better divertise- 
ment than to be amazing us with Miracles of fertility. 1854 
J. S. C. Abbott Napoleon (1855) I. i. 21 He left the bat and 
the ball., and in this strange divertisement found exhilarat- 
ing joy. 1894 J. Wxnsor Cartier to Frouienac 200 Half 
trader, half explorer, wholly bent on divertisement, 

2, with a and pi. An instance of this ; an enter- 
tainment, amusement ; = Diversion 4 b. 

1642 Howell For. Trav. nix. (Arb.) So In this variety of 
studies and divertisments. 1707 Land. Gas. No. 43 * 4/3 
There will be .. Foot-Matches, and other Divertisements. 
x8ox Strutt Sports fy Past, in. iv, 187 The juggler’s exhi- 
bition . .consists of four divertisements. 1865 M. Pattison 
Ess. ( 1889) I. 352 The divertisements of his leisure. 

b. « Divertissement 2. 

1667 Pepys Diary 7 Jan., Almost excellent play in all 
respects, but especially in divertisement, though it be a deep 
tragedy. 1803 Edm. Rev. II. 180. 1822 T. Moore Mem. 
(1853) III. 314 Too late for the divertisement in the 
opera. 

11 Bive*rtissant, a. Obs. Also 8 divertisant. 
[F. diver lissanty pr. pple. of divertir to Divert.] 
Diverting, entertaining, pleasing, 

1645 Evelyn Diary 3 x Jan., One of the most divertissant 
and considerable vistas in the world, 1664 — - Sylva (1679) 
27 These sweet, and divertissant Plantations. 1730-6 
Bailey (folio), Divertisant , diverting. 

II Divertissement (dzvgrtrsman). [F, =® di- 
version, also * a ballet-interlude, piece of music for 
several instruments' (Littre).] 

1, An entertainment ; = Divertisement 2 . 

X804 Edin. Rev. V. 86 The whole party., were called 
upon to repeat the divertissement in a more public . . 
manner. 18x6 Byron in Moore £.^(1832) III. 328 (Stanf.) 
All kinds of concerts and divertissements on every canal of 
this aquatic city, 1887 Pall Mall G. 23 Sept, 3/x Novels, 
tales, and adventures of every kind. It is by these diver- 
tissements that the taste for reading is first developed. 

2. A kind of ballet ; a short ballet or other enter- 
tainment given between acts or longer pieces (=F. 
entr'acte ) ; formerly also a piece of music contain- 
ing several movements. 

c 1728 Earl of Ailesbury Ment. (1890) 7x0 She hath 
nothing in her head but plays, operas, and all divertisse- 
ments. 1794 Mathias Purs. Lit. (.1798) 257 Messrs. Fox, 
Sheridan, and Grey, are preparing a new Serious Diver- 
tissement, or Pas de Trois, with new scenes, dresses, and 
decorations, called, ‘ Le Direct oire Executif 1840 Moore 
Lalla R. Pref. (1850) 14, 1 must not omit to notice the 
sptendid Divertissement founded upon it. 1880 Grove 
Diet. Mus. t Divertissement, a kind of short ballet.. Also a, 
pot-pourri or piece on given motifs.. The term is no longer 
used. x888 Times 26 June 12/2 Advt., The new grand 
spectacular ballet divertissement. 

Divertive (divoutiv, dot-), a. Now rare. [f. 
Divert 4- -ive ; cf. It. divertivo (Florio).] Tend- 
ing to divert ; having the property of diverting or 
producing diversion; distractive; amusing, enter- 
taining. 

1598 Florio, Diner tina, diuertiue or remouing. Guerra 
diuertiua , diuertiue war, x66i Feltham Resolves (ed. 8) 
il xxi, By reason of. , the divertive crowd of other occasions. 
Rich men haue not leisure. 1670 E. R, Animadv , Gian- 
v ill S' Ne Plus Ultra 7 Something so charming and divertive 
in this discourse. 1707 J. Johnson Clergym. Vadc M. App. 
xii, Several Inscriptions that are Real, but Jocular and 
Divertive. X83X Fraser's Mag, III. 28 Greatly divertive 
to the inward man. 

t Dive*rtment. Obs. [-ment.] Diversion, 
1613-18 Daniel Coll. Hist. Eng , (1626) 83^ The prose- 
quution , . thereof was neyther by him or his successors 
(hauing other diuertments) euer throughly accomplished. 
1635 A. Stafford Pern. Glory (1869) xxo The manifold 
divertments incident to your Sexe. 

11 Dives (darvzz). [L. dives rich, a rich man.] 

1. The Latin word for ‘rich (man) occurring 
in the Vulgate, Luke xvi; whence commonly taken 
as the proper name of the rich man in that parable ; 
and used generically for ‘rich man'. Hence 
BLvesdom, the condition of being a ‘ Dives’. 

c 1386 Chaucer Sompn. T. 169 Lazar and diues lyuedent 
diuersly. 1293 Langl. P. PI. C. ix. 279 Diues for bus 
delicat lyf to pe deuel wente. 1493 H . Parker (title) Diues 
and Pauper, 1588 Lupton (title) A Dreame of the DeuiU 
and Diues. 16x4 T. Adams Devils Banquet 281 Euery 
one had rather be a Diues, then a Diuus : a rich sinner, then 
a poore Saint, x6^o B astwick Lord Bps . vi. F b. Doe not 
our Diveses, our rich Lord Prelates.. goe in their Purple, 
Satten, Velvet ? X848 Thackeray Van. Fair lvii, There 
must be rich and poor, Dives says, smacking his claret, 
2891 Pall Mall G. 6 Oct, 7/2 Pleading and entreating with 
the Christian Diveses, of which the land is so full, for the 
tiny Lazarus lying hard by their gate. 

x88a Besant All Sorts xxviii, Pauperdom, Divesdom, 
taxes, and all kinds of things. 

2. Law. Dives costs : costs on the higher scale. 

Under an old practice of the Court of Chancery, a plaintiff 

who sued in forma pauperis (and who therefore if he failed 
in his action could not be condemned to pay the defendant’s 
costs) was sometimes, in case the action was successful, 
allowed to recover from the defendant only ‘pauper costs ', 
which were costs taxed on a low scale ; while in other cases 
he was allowed to recover what by way of contrast were 
called * dives costs \ taxed on the ordinary scale. 

1849 Consol. Orders in Chancery xl. 5 Such costs shall 
he taxed as dives costs unless the Court shall otherwise 
direct. 1885 Sir C. S. C. Bowen in Law Rep. 14 Q. Bench 
Div. 870 In X701 Lord Somers allowed a pauper ‘dive* 
costs that is, costs like other suitors. Ibid. 871, 

Divest (dive -St, dai-), v. [A refashioning, 
after 1 L. analogies, of earlier Devest from French, 
OF. desvestir , through its later form devestir, gave 


BIVEST. 


552 


BIVIBE. 


devest immediately, while its mediaeval latinization 
disvestire, rectified to divestire (after ancient L. 
dwelipre, dlvertere. etc.) has given divest, and this, 
through the general preference for the Latin over 
the French forms of the prefixes has supplanted 
devest, except in legal use, where both are found.] 

1 . tram . To unclothe, undress, disrobe ; to strip 
^clothing, or of any covering, ornament, etc, 

[1583-1809 : see Devest i, 2.] 1795-X814 Wordsw. 

Excursion vi, 261 A leafy grove Discoloured, then divested. 
*847 Dickens Haunted M, ii, Divesting herself of her out- 
of-door attire. 1859 Lang IV and. India 327 Having 
divested himself of the dust with which he was covered. 
*870 E. Peacock R a If Skirl. I. 32 Some of the Gothic win- 
dows had been divested of their tracery, 

2 . fig. To strip (a person or thing) of possessions, 
rights, or attributes; to denude, dispossess, deprive; 
less usually in good sense, to free, rid. 

[1563-1686: see Devest 3.] 1648 Hunting 0/ Fox 36 A 
prevailing Faction, .hath divested him of all his Rights. 
1769 E. Bancroft Nat. Hist, Guiana 136 [Monkeys] are 
frequently tamed . . but they can never be divested of a 
mischievous disposition. 1818 Jas. Mill Brit. India II. iv. 
y. 204 Divesting him of the government. 1882 Farrar Early 
Chr. II. 105 He divests them of their antithetical character. 

to. ref. To divest oneself of \ to strip or dispos- 
sess oneself of ; to put off, throw off, lay aside, 
abandon, rid oneself of. 

1605 Shaks. Lear 1. i. 50 Now we will diuest vs both of 
Rule, Interest of Territory, Cares of State. 1767 Black- 
stone Comm. II. v. 70 He agreed to divest himself of this 
undoubted flower of his crown, 1823 Keble Serm. iii. 
<3848) 66 Divesting ourselves, for a moment, of all impres- 
sions received from other kinds of evidence. 1856 Dove 
Logic Chr. Faith v,i. § 2. 300 We have a moral nature from 
which we cannot divest ourselves. 

8. To put off (clothes, or anything worn or repre- 
sented as worn) ; to lay aside, abandon. Now rare, 
[1566-1765 ; see Devest 4.] 1639 Q. Daniel Vervic. 708, 
I endeavour To put of Man, and ffrailtie to divest. 1673 
Lady's Call. it. § 4 f 10. Knowing how hardly we can 
divest our voluptuousness and ambition. 1835 Browning 
Paracelsus 1. 23 , 1 will divest all fear. 

4 . Law. To take away (property, etc., vested in 
any one) ; to alienate, convey away ; —Devest 5. 

[3574-1848 : see Devest s.] 1789 Durnford <$• East's 

Law Rep. III. 467 The assignees putting his mark on them 
could not divest the consignor’s right. 1818 Cruise Digest 
(ed. 2) xxxv. xiii. § 5 No estate or interest can be barred by 
a fine, unless it is divested out of the real owner, either 
before the fine is levied, or by the operation of the fine 
itself. 1845 Stephen Comm. Laws Eng. (1874) II. 145 The 
property of a bankrupt is. .made liable to be divested from 
him and distributed. 

%catachr. To vest, invest, 

1638 Sir T. Herbert Trav. (ed. 2) 343 When Apollo 
divests himselfe in his mOst ardent splendour. <2x663 
Heylin Hist. Presbyt. (1670) 333 That authority which was 
divested by God in His Majesty's person. 

Hence Diverting vbl sb. t Dive's ted ppl. a. 
(The latter is found loosely used for ; Devoid ofi) 
1712 Prideaux Direct. Ch.-wardens (ed. 4) 80 This would 
be a Divesting of themselves. 1742 Mem . Lady H. Butler 
II. 184J I., was entirely divested of the vanity of wishing to 
shine m borrowed ornaments. 1815^ W. H, Ireland 
Scribbleomania 308 note. By no means divested of a literary 
talent at retort 

f Bive*s t, pa. pple. Short for Divested, rare. 

a 1679 Ld. Orrery Herod Gt. iv, As those who bore them 
». Seem’d, by their Looks, of more than Life divest. 

Dive’Stitole, ot, rare. [f. Divest v . : see -ble.] 
Capable of being divested. 

*648 Boyle Seraph. Love i. (1700) 2 Liberty being too 
high a Blessing to be divestible of that nature by circum- 
stances. 

Bive'stitive, a. [f. as next ; see -ive.] Hav- 
ing the property or function of divesting. 

x8o2-x2 Bentham Ration. Judic. Evid. (1827) I. 43 
Ablative, or say divestitive facts. 1832 Austin Jurispr. 
(t 8 79) II. Iv. 9x4. 1875 Poste Gains 1. Introd. (ed. 2) 3 

Title. . is a fact Investitive or Divestitive of Rights and 
Obligations.^ 

Divestiture (dive'stitiib, doi-). Also 7 de-. 
[f. mod.L, divestit- ppl. stem of divestire to Di- 
vest : cf. investiture, and see -ERE. Cf. F. dives- 
titure^ The act of divesting. 

1 . Deprivation of a possession or right ; dispos- 
session; alienation: see Divest 2, 4. 

x6ox Bp. W. Barlow Defence Aiij b, By the diuestiture of 
the accusers from their places. 1640 Bp. Hall Episc. n. 
xv, He is sent away without remedy with a devestiture 
from his pretended orders. 1794 Mrs. Piozzi By non. 1 . 146 
Proud honour that shrinks from the idea of divestiture. 
1883 Ld. Craighill in Law Rep. 9 App. Cases 3x2/2 There 
was only a conditional divestiture of the truster. 

2. Putting off of clothing ; also fig. 

*820 Lamb Elia Ser. 1. Christ's Hosp. 35 Years Ago , The 
effect of this divestiture, 1875 Lightfoot Comm. Col. ii. 
15 The aire\Suarr..is a divestiture of the powers of evil, 
a liberation from the dominion of the flesh. 

Divestment (dive'stment, dsi-). [f. Divest 
+ -ment.] The action of divesting or state of 
being divested ; divestiture. 

[1647 see Devestment. 1664 H. More Myst. Iniq . 407 
Their Devestment of all Political Power.] 1756 Richardson 
Corn (1804) II. Q2, a 1831 A. Knox Rem. (1844) I. 99 The 
Apostle .. would that we have poverty amidst our nches, 
and divestment in the midst of our possessions. 1854 M, J. 
Routh in Burgon Lives 12 Gd. Men (1888) I. 101 To effect 
the divestment of a body thus bound. 


Bivesture (dive-stiui, dai-\ sb. [f. Divest + 
-ure : cf. also Devesture.] The act of divesting ; 
putting or stripping off ; unclothing ; divestiture. 

1648 Boyle Seraph. Love iv. (1660) 27 When their dives- 
ture of Mortality dispenses them from those. .Duties. 1865 
Ess. Soc. Sub/. 150 Hasty divesture of prejudice. 

So Dive'sture v., to strip of a vesture, unrobe.^ 

1854 Syd. Dobell Balder xxiii. 117 Dethroned, dis- 
crowned, divestured. 

Bivet, var. of Divot. 

Divi, colloq. abbreviation of Dividend ; see 
also Divvy. Bivice, obs. form of Device. 

fBivrciate, v. Obs. rare . [f. Di- 1 or? D e- + 
L. vitidre { viciare ) to spoil, injure, mar, f. viiium 
blemish.] irans. To corrupt, defile. 

c 1470 Harding Chr on. evil, vii,’ The women euer they 
diuiciate In euery place. 

Dividable (divri'dabl), a. [f. Divide v. + 

-ABLE.] 

1 . Capable of being divided ; divisible. 

1587 Golding De Montay vi. 72 God. .is one in him c elfe, 
and in no part diuidable. 1628 Coke On Litt. 1. 386 b, 
Lands in the County of Kent, that are called Gauelkinde, 
which lands are diuidable betweene the brothers, a 1774 
Z. Pearce Serm. (1779) I. ii. (R-), To make them hard 
and not easily dividable. 1890 Illustr. Lond. News 20 
Sept. 363/3 All that comrades had. .was equally dividable. 

f 2 . Having the function of dividing. Obs. 

1606 Shaks. Tr. <$• Cr. I. iii. 105 Peacefull Commerce 
from dividable shores. 

Hence Dividableness, divisibility. 

1674 R* Godfrey Inj. 4* Ad. Physic 36 Denying the 
dividableness of Mercury. 

Bividant, var. of Divident, Obs. 

Divide (divai'd), v. Also 4-6 di-, dy-, devyde, 
dyvide, 4-7 devide, 5 Sc. dewyd(e, dewid. 
[ME. de dividen , ad. L. dividere to force asunder, 
cleave, apportion, distribute, separate, remove): 
cf. It. dividere , Sp., -Pg. dividir ; F. has diviser 
(OF. deviser) : see Devise.] 

I. Transitive senses. 

1 . To separate (a thing) into parts, or (a number 
or collective body) into smaller groups ; to split 
up, cleave ; to break or cut asunder. 

c 1374 Chaucer Boeth. iii. pr. ix. 65 (Camb. MS.) Thylke 
thing pat symply is o thing, with-owten any deuysyon, the 
errour and folye of mankynde departeth and deuydeth it. 
X382 Wyclif 1 Kings iii. 25 Deuydith, he seith, the quyk 
child in two parties. C1470 Henry Wallace ix. 1046 Hys 
power sone he gart dewyd in twa. 1579 Fulke Heskins' 
Pari. 158 We hreake and deuide this, holy breade. x6xx 
Bible Dan. v. 28 Thy kingdome is diuided, and giuen to 
the Medes and Persians. 17x2-14 Pope Rape Lock in. 148 
The Peer now spreads the glitt’ring Forfex wide, T’inclose 
the Lock; now joins it, to .divide. 1776 Jml. U. S. Con- 
gress 17 July, If a question in a debate contains ^ more 
parts than one, any member may have the same divided 
into as many questions as parts. 1849 Macaulay Hist. 
Eng. I. 552 Argyle divided his mountaineers into three 
regiments. 

to. To divide tire hoof \ to have divided or cloven 
hoofs. (A Hebraism of Scripture.) 

1382 Wyclif Lev. xi. 7 A sowe that al be it that sche 
dyuidith [1388 departith] the clee, she chewith not kude. 
x6xx Bible ibid.. The swine, though he diuide the hoofe 
and be clouen footed, yet hee cheweth not the cud. 1674 
N. Cox Genii. Recreat. in. (15677) 3 All sorts of greater 
Fowl, viz. those who divide the Foot. 

C, To penetrate by motion through, pass through 
or across, 4 cleave * ; also transf. to make (a path) 
through . (poet, and rhet.) 

1590 Spenser F. Q. i. xi. 28 He . . with strong flight did 
forcibly divyde The yielding ayre. 1855 Tennyson Maud 
1. i. x6, I heard The shrill-edged shriek of a mother divide 
the shuddering night. 1872 Spurgeon Treas , Dav. Ps. lxvi. 
6 To divide a pathway through such a sea. 

*}* d. To determine, decide. Obs. rare . 

1596 DALRYMPLEtr. Leslie's Hist. Scot. vni. (1890) 74 The 
Erie Douglas, .bidis outher seild him selfe, or the morne 
diuyde it with the sworde. 

2 . To separate into branches ; to cause to ramify. 

ci 400 Lanfranc' $ Cirurg. 26 pat pe spirit of lijf my3te be 

brou^t hi hem to al j»e bodi )>ese arteries ben devyded many 
weiss. Ibid. 158 pis veyne. .strecchij> to pe vttere partie of 
)?e schuldre & pere is dyuydid. 1659 B* Harris Parivals 
Iron Age 165 This Fort stood upon a point, which divided 
the Rheyn into his Arms or Branches. 1853 Kane Grin- 
dell Exp. ]. (1856) 478 The rod or staff is divided at right 
angles in two pieces. 

3 . To separate or mark out (a continuous whole) 
into parts (in fact, or in thought) ; to make to con- 
sist of parts, or to distinguish the parts of. Said 
of a personal agent, or of a line or boundary ; usu- 
ally with the number of parts specified. Most freq. 
in pass. ; sometimes referring chiefly to condition, 
and so nearly == to consist of (so many) parts. 

c 1380 Wyclif SeL Wks . II. 407 Crist devydip al man- 
kynde in pre partis. £1400 Lanfranc' s Cirurg. xo8 Dyuers 
men . . dyuyden be brayn panne diuerslych ; summen noum- 
bren mo boony s pan summe ojrir speken of. 1450-1 530 Myrr. 
our Ladye 3 Thys boke ys deuyded in to thre partes. 5665 
Hooke Microgr. Pref. F b, A Ruler divided into inches and 
small parts. 1667 Milton P. L. iv. 688 Thir songs Divide 
this night, and lift our thoughts to Heaven. 1777 J. Rams- 
den \title) Description of an Engine for dividing 
Straight Lines on Mathematical Instruments. 1797 Encycl. 
Brit. III. 43 Barry-Pily, is when a coat is divided by several 
lines drawn obliquely from side to side. 5838 Penny Cycl. 
XI. 338/1 Graduation is the name commonly applied to 


the art of dividing mathematical and astronomical instru- 
ments. 1864 Tennyson En. Ard, 733 A little garden .. all 
round it ran a walk Of shingle, ana a walk divided it. 

to. Billiards. To distinguish (the ball) into dis- 
tinct parts or points to be aimed at. 

X856 Crawley Billiards (1859) 44 The old and more 
usual style of play is to divide the object ball, .striking your 
own ball full in the centre ; by the side stroke just the re- 
verse plan is adopted, and you divide your own ball and 
strike the object ball full. 

4 . To separate into classes; to distinguish the 
kinds of; to class, classify, fib. Formerly, in 
scholastic use, To draw distinctions with regard 
to ; also absol . ; = Distinguish 4 b, 8. 

3551 T. Wilson Logike (.1567) 15 a, I would diuide this 
worde Cam's into a Dogge, a fishe of the sea ? and a 
starre in the Elemente, thus might I saie, Cam's is either 
a Dogge that liueth vpon the yearth, or a fishe, [etc,]. 
Ibid. 50 b, Comparations are deuided twoo maner of wayes, 
for, either thei bee equall, or not equall. <21763 Shenstone 
Ess. 225 Mankind, in general, may be divided into persons 
of understanding, ana persons of genius. 1845 R. W, 
Hamilton Pop. Ednc. iii. (ed. 2) 37 We commonly divide 
the people into agricultural and manufacturing. 

5 . To separate (a thing) from something else, or 
(things) from each other ; to cut off, sunder, part. 

£1380 Wyclif Wks. (1880) 426 If ]>e pope & alle his clerkis 
weren dyuydid fro cristis chirche. 1382 — 2 Sam. i. 23 
Saul and Jonathas loueli. .in deeth thei ben not deuydide. 
2480 Caxton Chron. Eng. eexliii. (1482) 293 The kyngmade 
hem to goo out of the feld at ones, and so they were deuyded 
ofhyr bataylles, 1581 Sidney Afol. Poetrie (Arb.) 42 The 
people.. had.. deuided themselues from the Senate. 1634 
Milton Comus 279 Could that divide you from near- 
ushering guides ? 1700 S. L. tr. Fryke s Voy. E. Ind. 16 
The sick were divided from the rest. 1856 Emerson Eng. 
Traits , Land Wks. (Bohn) II. 18 The sea which .. divided 
the poor Britons utterly from the world. 

to. To separate mentally, distinguish from. rare. 

1859 Tennyson Geraint <$• Enid 686 Enid.. all confused 
at first, Could scarce divide it from her foolish dream. 

6. To separate or mark off (a thing) from some- 
thing adjacent, or (adjacent things or parts) from 
one another ; to establish or constitute a boundary 
between, (Said of a personal agent, or of the 
boundary, etc.) lit. 2nd fig. 

2382 Wyclif Gen. 1.4 God..deuydid list fro derknessis. 
Ibid, 6 Be maad a firmament in the myddel of watres, and 
dyuyde it watres fro watrys. 1393 Gower Conf. III. 86 
Thus danz Arjstoteles These thre sciences [theorique, 
rhetorique, practique] hath devided. c 1510 More Ficus 
Wks. 19/2 The partes & lots of enheritances were of old time 
met ou te & deuided by cordes or ropes. 1632 Lithgow Trav. 
ill. 95 A partition wall . . dividing the little roome from the 
body of the Chappell. 1732 Pope Ess . Man 1. 226 What thin 
partitions Sense from Thought divide. 1850 Tennyson In 
Menu xlvii. 6 Eternal form shall still divide The eternal 
soul from all beside. 

7 . To separate (persons) in opinion, feeling, or 
interest; to cause to disagree, set at variance, pro- 
duce dissension in or among ; to distract or perplex 
(a person) by conflicting thoughts or feelings. 

c 1380 Wyclif Sel. Wks. III. 365 pes newe ordris ben 
dividid in J?er love. 1393 Gower Conf. I. 7 ]>e regnes ben 
diuided. In stede of loue is hate guided. 1526-34 Tindale 
Luke xii. 52 Ther shalbe five in one housse devided, thre 
agaynst two, and two agaynst thre. 2650 T. B[ayleyJ 
Worcester 3 s Apopk. 77 The Marquess, was much divided 
within himself. 1736 Butler Anal. 11. viii. Wks. 1874 I. 
300 Men are divided in their opinions, whether our pleasures 
over-balance our pains. 1832 Brewster Newton (1855) II. 
xxi. 255 The fluxionary controversy had at this time begun 
to divide the mathematical world. 

8. To distribute among a number ; to deal out, 
dispense. Const, f to (obs.), among , between. 

2377 Langl. P. PL B. xix. 2x0, I will dele.. & dyuyde 
grace To alkynnes creatures, c X380 Wyclif Serm. ^ Sel. 
Wks. II. 190 Crist . . wolde not juge ne devide heritage 
among men. £1470 Henry Wallace x. 995 The.castelhs 
off Scotland King Eduard haill has tane in his a win hand ; 
Deuidyt syn, to men that he wald lik. 2526-34 Tindale 
1 Cor. xii, 11 The silfe same sprete, devydynge to every man 
severall gyftes, even as he will, 1651 Hobbes Leviath. in. 
xxxvi. 230 God divided the land of Canaan amongst the 
Israelites. 1710 Prideaux Orig. Tithes iii. 145 The Minis- 
ters, had their Stipends divided to them out of these Offer- 
ings. 1849 Macaulay Hist. Eng. 1 . 319 Of the rent, a large 
proportion was divided among the country gentlemen. 

to. To take or have a portion of (something) 
along with another or others ; to share. 

1526 Tindale Luke xii. 13 blaster, bid my brother deuide 
the enherytaunce with me. 1591 Shaks. x Hen: VI, 1. vi. 
18 Tis Ioane, not we, by whom the day is wonne, For 
which, I will diuide my crowne with her. c 1630 Milton 
Passion i, Erewhile of music and ethereal mirth. .My muse 
with angels did divide to sing. 1697 Dryden Alexander s 
Feast 168 Let old Timotheus yield the prize, Or both divide 
the crown. 1842 Tennyson Walking to the Mail 69 These 
two parties still divide the world — Of those that want, and 
those that have. 

absol. 1607 Shaks. Cor. 1. vi. 87 Make good this ostenta- 
tion, and you shall Diuide in all, with us. 

c. To give forth in various directions. Obs. _ 

2594 Spenser Amoretti vi, When it once doth burne, it 
doth diuide Great heat, a 1687 Waller Her Chamber 
Poems (1893)26 While she. .like Phoebus so divides her light. 
And warms us, that she stoops not from her height. 

fd. To assign severally to different places or 
posts ; to allocate. Obs. 

1600 E. Blount tr. Conestaggio 315 To devide the soul- 
diers and munition into their several places. 1700 S. L. tr. 
Fryke' s Voy. E. Ind. 124 There Men are all divided, so 
many to each Boat, and- so they go to the Oyster-Banks. 
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1718 Watts Ps. i. (L. M.) v, The dreadful judge with stern 
command Divides him to a different place. 

e. To distribute (attention, etc.) between different 
objects ; to direct to different things. 

1611 Shaks . IVint. T. iv. iv, Me thinkes I see Leontes .. 
ore and ore diuides him, ’Twixt his ynkindnesse, and his 
Kindnesse. 1737 Pope Hor. Epist . n. ii. 291, 1, who at some 
times spend, at others spare, Divided between carelessness 
and care 1814 Scott Ld. of Isles iv. xxiii, The bell’s grim 
voice divides thy care, ’Twixt hours of penitence and prayer l 
184a Tennyson Morte^ D’Arth. 60 Both his eyes were 
dazzled, as he stood, This way and that dividing the swift 
mind, In act to throw. [Cf. Virgil PEn. iv. 285.] i860 
Tyndall Glue. n. xi. 290 The guide’s attention had been 
divided between his work and his safety. 

9. Math. a. To divide a number or quantity by 
another: to find how many times the latter is con- 
tained in the former ; to perform the process of 
Division on. (Also absol.) 

c 1425 Craft Nombrynge (E. E. T. S.) 25 J>ou schalt deuide 
. . }>e noumbre . . by pe nej>er figures. 1509 Hawes Past. 
Pleas, xv. v, Who knewe arsmetryke in every degre , . Bothe 
to detraye and to devyde and adde. 1542 Recorde Gr. 
Arles 47. 1652 News fr. Low-Countr. 8 Podex can cast, 
can clear a summe, Adde, Multiply, Subtract, Divide. 1827 
Hutton Course Math. I. 8, 8—4, denotes that 8 is to be 
divided by 4. 

b. Of a number or quantity: To be a divisor or 
factor of (another number or quantity) ; to be con- 
tained an exact number of times in ; to measure. 

1709-29 V. Mandey Syst. Math., Aritk. 4 A Number is 
said to measure a Number, when one so exactly divides the 
other, that nothing remains. Mod . 9 divides 36. x+y 
divides x ' +y n when n is odd. 

f c. To take the difference of the terms of a given 
ratio, and make a new ratio by comparing this dif- 
ference with either term of the original one. Ohs . 
The phrase ‘by dividing* is now expressed by the 
Lat. dividendo. See also Divided fi. 

1726 tr. Gregory's Astron . I. 402 By compounding and 
dividing them, you will have the Ratio of SA +SP to SP, 
and SA — SP to SP. 

10 . To part (a legislative assembly, etc.) into 
two groups which are counted in order to ascertain 
the number voting on each side of a question. Also 
absol. and intr. 

1554 Jr ul. Ho. Com. 19 Apr., I. 34 Upon the Question for 
the Bill, the House did divide. 1604 Ibid. 24 Mar.,1. 152 
The Voice seeming doubtful, the House was divided. 
1647 Clarendon Hist. Reb. iv. § 52 The House being 
then divided upon the passing or not passing it, it was carried 
for the affirmative by nine voices and no more, a 1794 Gibbon 
(Webster 1828), The emperors sat, voted, and divided with 
their equals. 1801 G. Rose Diaries (i860) 1. 335 Opposition 
were afraid to divide upon it. 1885 Manck. Exwin. 15 May 
6/2 The House.. divided, when Mr. Gladstone’s motion was 
carried by 337 to 38. Mod. The honourable member pro- 
ceeded amid cries of ‘Divide ‘Divide !' Mod. Mr. B. 
expressed his intention of dividing the House on the 
motion. 

f ll. Mus. a. trans. To perform with ‘ divi- 
sions * ; b. intr. To perform or execute ‘divi- 
sions * ; to descant : see Division 7. Obs. 

1590 Spenser F. Q. i. v. 17 Most heauenly melody About 
the bed sweet musicke did diuide. 1609 Ev. Woman in 
Hum, nr. i. in Bullen O. PI. IV, What heavie string doost 
thou devide upon? 1618 Fletcher LoyalSubj. u. ii, You 
will divide too shortly ; Your voice comes finely forward. 

12 . Of a horse : (?) To distribute his legs and feet 
as they touch the ground; to keep them clear of 
each other in walking, trotting, etc. Also absol. 

1737 Bracken Farriery Impr. (1757) II. 23 How a Horse 
ought to devide his Legs. Ibid. 38 Horses that devide all 
four well. Ibid. 03 The truest way to know whether he be 
a firm compact Nag, and divide well. 

II. Intrans. senses. (See also 4 b, 9, 10, 1 1 b, 1 2 v 

13 . absol. To make separation or distinction 
(between). (In quot. 1377, To make distinctions, 
as in logic : == Distinguish 8 ; cf. Division 3, 6.) 

1377 Langl. P. PI. B. xtx. 234 Somme he tau^te . . to 
dyuyneand diuide. 1382 Wyclif Isa. lix. 2 3oure wickid- 
nesses deuydeden betwe 30U and }oure God. 1607-12 
Bacon Ess., Wisdom for a- Man’s Self (Arb.) 182 Diuide 
with reason betweene Self-loue, and Society : and be so true 
to thy self as thou be not false to others. 1661 Cressy 
Reft. Oathes Suprem. <5- Alleg. 61 Justice requires that we 
should divide between the innocent and the guilty, 

M. intr. (for refl.) To become divided, undergo 
division ; to become separated into parts, or 
from something else or each other ; to part ; to 
cleave, break up, go to pieces ; to branch, ramify. 

*526 Pilgr. P erf. (W. de W. 1531) 14 Whan we come to 
the yeres of discrecyon, than we deuyde in two partes, two 
companyes & two wayes. 1393 Shaks. Laser. 1737 Bub- 
bling from her breast, it [the blood] doth divide In two slow 
rivers. 1605 — Lear 1. ii. 15 Loue cooles, friendship falls 
off, brothers diuide. 1667 Milton P. L. vi, 569 To Right 
and Left the Front Divided, and to either flank retir’d. 
*734 Waterland Script. Find, ad fin, (T.), Commentators 
and criticks have divided upon this matter. *855 Tennyson 
7? Her hair In gloss and hue the chestnut, when the 
spell Divides threefold to show the fruit within. 1878 
Huxley Physiogr. 144 [The river] divides and subdivides, 
till at last it is split up into a network of channels, 
b. Camb. Univ. : see Division i c.. 

1797 Camb. Univ. Calendar 233 February .. 23. Lent 
Term divides. 1895-6 Ibid. October x, Michaelmas Term 
begins. Oct 20, End of first quarter of Mich. Term. Nov. 
9, Michaelmas^ Term divides. Nov. 29, End of third 
quarter of Mich. Term. Dec. 19, Michaelmas Term 
ends. 


Divi de, sb. [f. prec. vb.] 

1 . The act of dividing, division : + a. Separation ; 
b. Distribution among a number of persons. 

2643 Preparative for Fast 4 This divide and scatter, if it 
he not prevented, will be no small curse. 1873 Contemp . 
Rev. XXL 749 In these [friendly societies] ..the hope of 
a ‘divide’, as it is often termed, tends to keep. up the figure 
of contributions. 2893 McCarthy Red Diamonds II. 27 
There is to be the big divide next New Year, but I shan’t 
be in it. 

2 . In U.S. and British Colonies : A ridge or line 
of high ground forming the division between two 
river valleys or systems ; a watershed. 

2807 Pike Sources Mississ. n.(i 8io) 136 Struck and passed 
the divide between the Grand river and the Verdegris river. 
2887 R. Murray Geol. # Phys. Geog. Victoria 6 The ‘ Main 
Divide’ of Victoria, forming the watershed line between j 
the Murray River system on the north, and the numerous 
streams debouching on the southern coast. 1800 Century 
Mag. Mar. 771/1 In central Colorado the ‘Continental 
Divide' is a wilderness of desolate peaks. 1893 Selous 
Trav. S. E. Africa 377, I could take the expedition, .along 
the great divide which forms the watershed. 

Bim'ded, ffl. a. [f. Divide v. + -ed k] 

1 . Separated into parts, a. Split, cut, or broken 
into pieces; f incomplete, imperfect (quot. 1595). 

1565-73 Cooper Thesaurus , Abscissus. .deuided, broken. 
1595 Shaks. John 11. 439 And she a faire diuided excellence, 
"Whose fulnesseof perfection lyes in him. 283s Brewster 
Optics xiv. 113 A plate of glass covered with, .dust in a 
finely divided state. 

b. Marked out into parts ; marked by divisions, 
graduated ; consisting of distinct parts ; in Hot. 
(of leaves, etc ) cut into segments. 

1674 N. Cox Genii. Recreat. iii, (1 677) 71 Divided-footed- 
Fowl. 1715 Desaguuers Fires Impr. 95 A divided Box. 
1776 Withering Brit. Plants (1796) I. 24 The Species are 
..arranged according as the Leaves are divided, or not 
divided. 1831 Brewster Optics xxvii. § 131 A goniometer, 
or other divided instrument. 

fc. Said of the moon in the phase at which 
half the disk is illuminated ; = Dichotomized 2. 

1822 T. Taylor Apuleius 292 [The moon] cornicular, or 
divided, or gibbous, or full. 

2 . Separated flora. something else, or from each 
other ; situated apart ; separate. 

1658 Sir T. Browne Hydriot, ii. 8 The Province of 
Britain in so divided ^ distance from Rome. 1677 Hale 
Prim. Orig. Man. ii. iii. 140 Possibly the first divided King 
of Babylon was that Nabonassar. 1694 Ace. Sev. Late 
Foy. 11. ( 1711) 105 Those Birds that have divided Claws. 

b. Mus . Said of voices or instruments, usually 
in unison, to which independent parts are tempora- 
rily assigned in the course of a piece. 

x88o Stainer & Barrett Diet. Mus. Terms , Divist, 
divided. A direction that instruments playing from one 
line of music are to separate and play in two parts. 

3 . Separated in opinion or interest; discordant, 
at variance ; split into parties or factions. 

1594 Shaks. Rich. Ill, 1. iv. 244 He little thought of this 
diuided Friendship. 16x4 Bp. Hall Recoil. Treat. 129 The 
unstable vulgar .. whose divided tongues, as they never 
agree with each other; so seldome. .agree long with them- 
selves, 1781 Gibbon Decl. <5- F. III. xxx. 136 A divided 
court, and a discontented people. 1855 Macaulay Hist. 
Eng. IV. 454 Divided and tumultuous assemblies. 1871 
Blackie Four Phases i. 1x3 Any charm that might save 
a jury from the pain of giving a divided verdict. 

4 . Distributed or parted among a number of 
things or persons ; directed to different objects. 

1607 Shaks. Timon r. ii. 49 The fellow that.. pledges the 
breath of him in a diuided draught. 2764 Goldsm. Trav. 
415 Where beasts with man divided empire claim, c 1845 
C. M ackay Candid Wooing tii. Accept then a divided heart. 
2869 Freeman Norm. Conq. III. xiL 249 The difficulties 
into which he was brought through this divided allegiance, 
f 5 . Math. Divided ratio : see Divide v. 9 c. 

1660 Barrow Euclid v. def. 15, Divided ratio is when the 
excess wherein the antecedent exceeds the consequent, is 
compared to the consequent. 1827 Hutton Course Math. 
I. 325 Divided ratio, is when the difference of the ante- 
cedent and consequent is compared, either with the ante- 
cedent or with the consequent. — Thus, if 1 : 2 : : 3 : 6, then, 
by division, 2— 1 : 1 : :6— 3 13, and 2—1:2 : : 6— 3 : 6. 

Divrdedly*, adv. [f. prec. + -ly 2 .] In a 
divided manner; separately, apart; in separate 
parts. 

1607 S. Collins Serin. (1608) 2 Either ioihtly all at once, 
or diuidedly by themselues. 2627 Lisander <$• Cal. vi. 100 
They . . went out after them, but dividedly, the better 
to finde them. 2678 Cudworth Intell. Syst. 783 (R.) If 
therefore, God be every where : it cannot possibly be, 
that he should possibly be so dividedly ; because then him- 
self would not be every where, but only a part of him here 
and a part of him there. 1867 Atwater Logic x68 The 
middle term is taken dividedly or distributively. 

^ f b. Math. By * dividing ’ the ratio : see prec. 5. 
2706 W. Jones Syn. Palmar. Matheseos 70 If A : a : : B : b, 
Then . . Dividedly, A - a : a : : B — b : b. 1827 Hutton Course 
Math. \. 218 When four quantities, a, ar, b, br .. are pro- 
portional ; then. .Dividedly, alar -a: lb \bi — b. 
Bivrdedness. [f. as prec. + -ness.] The 
fact or condition of being divided. 

2656 Baxter Refd. Pastor (1862) 234 Our dividedness 
and unaptness to close for the work. 2872 H. B. Forman 
Living Poets 400 The failure .. has arisen from divided- 
ness of motive. 2877 E* Cairo Philos. Kant n. xvi, 569 
Infinite dividedness, .or composition which is not of simple 
parts. 

t Drvidence, Obs. rare. [f. L. divident-em> 
pr. pple. of dlvidgre to Divide; prob. after It. 


DIVIDEND. 

dividenza (Florio 161 1) .] The action of dividing ; 
division, 

2598 Florio, Partigione, a partition; a diuidence. 26x1 
Ibid., Dinutenza, a diuidence, a distinction. 2603 — 
Montaigne 1. xxvii. (1632) 90 This commixture, dividence, 
and sharing of goods. 

Dividend (drvidend). Also 6-7 erron. divi- 
dente, -ent. [a. F. dividende, in sense 4 (1300 in 
Anglo-Fr.), ad. L. dwidend-um (that) which is to 
be divided, absol. use of neuter gerundive oidivi - 
dere to Divide. In early use often erroneously 
dividente , divident (-end being an unusual, and 
-ent a well-known ending), but in 17th c. conformed 
to the L. type. (The sense development is not 
clear, senses 3 and 4 being the earliest found.)] 

1 . Math. A number or quantity which is to be 
divided by another. (Correlative to Divisob.) 

a. 2543 Recorde Gr. A rtes 126 b, Then begynne I at the 
hyghest lyne of the diuident, and seke how often I may 
haue the diuisor therin. 2608 R. Norton S lev in's Disnte 
B ij, The number to be diuided (or diuident) and. the number 
to diuide (or diuisor). 

( 3 . 2557 Recorde Whefsi. Z j, I see noe soche denomina- 
tion in. the diuidende. 2594 Blundevil Exerc. 1. v. (ed . 7) 14 

The divisor d ’ 4 S3* (9* the quotient.) 2674 Jeake Aritk. 
(1696) 31 Proceed as before to the end of the Dividend. 
1806 Hutton Course Math. I. x6 The usual manner of 
placing the terms, is, the dividend in the middle, having 
the divisor on the left hand, and the quotient on the right, 
each separated by a curve line, c 2865 Circ. Sc. I. 43 7/1* 

2 . A sum of money to be divided among a num- 
ber of persons ; esp. the total sum payable as interest 
on a loan, or as the profit of a joint-stoclc company, 
divided periodically among the holders (usually 
reckoned at a certain rate per cent.) ; also, the 
sum divided among the creditors of an insolvent 
estate. To declare a dividend : Declare v. fi d. 

2623 W. Sclater Quaest. Tythes Revised 152 Will you 
roooue doubt whether Tithes entered the common Diuidend? 
2643 Milton Soveraigne Salve 11 Profits and emoluments 
accrewing may make a dividend sufficient to draw to some 
unjust act. 2684 Lond. Gaz. No. 1948/4 The Creditors of 
Benjamin Hinton . . are desired to meet . . to receive an 
Accompt of their Trustees, and to advise of a Divident. 
2710 Lond. Gaz . No. 4744/3 Warrants for the said Divi- 
dend will be delivered. 2776 Adam Smith W. N. (1869) 
I. n. ii. 320 For some years past the Bank dividend has been 
at five and a half per cent. 1863 Fawcett Pol. Econ. 11. x. 
(1876) 271 Two-fifths of these profits form a fund from which, 
the annual dividend on capital is paid. 

3 . transf. A portion or share of anything divided ; 
esp. the share (of anything divided among a num- 
ber of persons) that falls to each to receive or pay, 
fa .gen. Obs. exc. zsfig. from b, 

a. 1477 Norton Ord. Alch.vi.in Ashm. (1652) 97 Another 
Furnace .. serving for Seperation of dividents. 2563-70 
Foxe A. fy M. (1583) 116 What portions or diuidentes 
ought to be made thereof. Ibid, 1513 The Kings subsidie 
. . is committed vnto me in the Kings Roll a whole Summe 
in grosse, to be receyued of the Canons Residentiaries for 
their Diuident, who . . cannot agree in deuiding. 2593 
Nashe Christ's T. 81 Security the last deuident of Deli- 
cacy, it [sloth] includeth in it. 2662 J. Stephens Pro- 
curations ro8 Which otherwise rested upon the Priest or 
Clerks of that Church to do from the allotted divident. 

p. 2600 Holland Livy xxxni. xlvi. 850 The financies and 
revenues ,, were shared out in dividends between some 
certaine of the head citizens, 1670 Narborough Jml. in 
Acc. Sev. Late Foy. 1. (17 xx) 28 Divided all things equally 
. . the Boys Dividend being as large as my own. 2779-82 
Johnson L. P., Waller Wks. II. 264 The Panegyrick upon 
Cromwell has obtained ..a very liberal dividend of praise, 
1806-7 J* Beresford Miseries Hum. Life (1826) xx. i. 266 
What proportional dividend of man is a Stay maker ? 

b. spec. The portion of interest on a loan, or 
profit from a joint-stock company, received by an 
individual holder as his share ; the amount received 
by an individual creditor from an insolvent estate. 

2690 Lond. Gaz. No. 2596/4 Sir Edward Dering Deputy- 
Governor of the Hudsons Bay Company .. Presented to 
his Majesty a Dividend in Gold, upon His Stock in the 
said Company. 2827 Jarman Powells Devises (ed. 3) II. 
337 A testatrix gave to trustees certain bank stock, upon 
trust to pay the dividends to her daughter M, for life. 1884 
Acland 8c Jones Working Men Co-operators iii. 32 It is on 
the amount of her purchases at the shop that her dividend 
or share of profits is declared. 

4 4 . The action of dividing among a number of 
persons; distribution (esp. of profits, or assets.) Obs. 

[1300 Act 28 Edw. /, Super Cartas ii, Et des choses issint 
par eus prises., soit faite dividende entre les prenours 8c 
les gardeins des-feires.] 

a. 2535 Latimer Fruitf. Serin, i. Eph. vi. 10 By these 
meanes a diuident [ed. 2635 de vision] of the spoyle was 
made. 2570 Levins Manip. 67/32 A diuident, diuidentia. 
2634 in 4 th Rep. Hist. MSS. Comm. 126/2 The divident of 
come is managed according to the ancient custome. 

0. 2647 N. Bacon Disc. Govt. Eng. 1. lxvii. (1739) 
Paying the Debts, and making Dividend of the overplus 
into the reasonable parts. 1675 Art Contentm. ix. iii. 224 
If there were a common bank made of all mens troubles, 
most men would rather chuse to take those they brought, 
then to venter upon a new dividend. 2726 Adv. Capt. R. 
Boyle 292 So we resolv’d to steer for Zant. .and there make 
Dividend of our Prize Money and Goods. 

5 . attrib. and Comb. Dividend warrant, the 
documentary order or authority on which a share- 
holder receives his dividend, 

2726 Lond. Gaz. No. 5479/4 Lost .. a Dividend Warrant 
on the South Sea Company. 2860 All Year Round No, 54. 


DIVIDENT. 


DIVINATOKY, 


88 He might be seen at the Bank of England about Divi- 
dend times. 1884 Harper's Mag. May 897/2 The dividend 
warrants are sent . . by post. 

+ #. and sb. Also 7 -ant. [ad. 3u 

dlvident-em, pr. pple. of dividers to Divide.] 

A. adj. 1. Dividing ; distributive. 

1660 Burney Ke/> 5 , Atopw Ep. Ded. (1663) 4 The divident 
and impartial justice of our Sovereign Lord. 

2. Divided, separate. (In Shaks. divi'dantd) 

3607 Shaks. Timm iv. iii. 5 Twin’d brothers of one 
Wombe, Whose procreation, .and birth Scarse is diuidant. 

B. sb. One who or that which divides ; some- 
thing that separates or forms the boundary between 
two regions, etc. ; in Arith. — Divisor. 

c 3450 Chester PI. il 19 Now will I make the fyrmament . . 
for to be a divident to twyne the waters aye. 1513 Brad- 
shaw St. Werburge 1. 249 This Offa..made a depe dytche 
for a sure dyuydent Bytwene Englande and Wales. 1573 
Digges Pantom, 1. xviii. E iv b, Multiply the third distance 
by the second, and the product diuide by your diuident or 
diuisor. 3656 J. Harrington Oceana (1700) 47 4 Divide 
saysone [girl] to the other, ‘and I will chuseV. The divident, 
dividing unequally, loses, in regard that the other takes the 
better half; wherefore she divides equally. 

Divident, -e, frequent early f. Dividend, q.v. 

Divider (divsi’dor). [f. Divide v. + -er b] 
One who or that which divides, in various senses. 

1. One who or that which separates a whole into 
parts or portions. 

1593 Percivall Sp. Die/., Ochavero, a deuider into eight 
parts. 1644 Digby Nat. Bodies 1, ix. 78. 1674 Josselyn 
Voy. New Eng. 54 The Sun and Moon., the dividers of 
time into dayes and years. 1774 Hist, in Ann. Reg. 2/2 
The dividers of Poland. 1862 F. Hall Hindu Philos. Syst. 
239 Two several dividers of intelligence, 

2. One who distributes, a distributor ; one who 
shares something with another. 

3526-34 Tindale Luke x ii. 14 Who made me a iudge or 
a deviaer over you ? 1587 Golding De Momay i. 3 There 
is a devider or distributer of these things. 3802 Noble 
Wanderers II. 88 Roused from the stupor of her affliction 
by this little divider of her cares. 

f 3. One who makes philosophical distinctions 
(cf. Divide v. 4 b) ; one who classifies. Obs. 

x$ 83 Fraunce Lawiers Log. 1 . xiii 57 Plato „. compareth 
inartificial dividers to bungling cookes, who in stead of 
artificiall carving, use rudely to hreake and dismember 
thinges. 1630 Healey St. Aug. Citie of God vi. ii. (1620) 
227 Who was euer a more curious inquisitor of these things 
. .a more elegant divider, or a more exact recorder? 

4. One who or that which disunites, separates, 
or parts ; a causer of dissension or discord. 

1643 Milton Divorce n. xxi, Hate is of all things the 
mightiest divider. 1724 Swift Drapiefs Lett, iv, Money, 
the great divider of the world, hath, .been the great uniter 
of a most divided people. 1870 H. Macmillan Bible Teach . 
xv. 295. 3871 Palgravb Lyr. Poems 56 They swear that 
death the divider Shall only unite them more. 

+ 5. Arith. = Divisor. Obs. rare. 

1797 Monthly Mag . 330 By my method of dividers, other 
numbers might have been assumed for the value of y. 

0. pi. a. Dividing compasses ; a kind of com- 
passes worked by means of a screw fastened to 
one leg and passing through the other ; used for 
measuring or setting off very small intervals, b. 
A simple pair of compasses with steel p oints. 

1703 Moxon Meek. Exerc. 316 You may in small. Quad- 
rants divide truer and with less trouble with Steel Dividers, 
(which open or close with a Screw for that purpose,) then 
you can with Compasses. 1875 Bedford Sailor's Pockei- 
bk. v. (ed. 2) 195 Chart, scale, and dividers. 3879 Cassell's 
Techn. Educ. I. 12 Compasses which have both points of 
steel are called ‘dividers*. 1881 Metal World No. 14. 
218 A pair of 4$ in. or 5 in. plain dividers, or what are 
called hair dividers. 

7. Farming. (See quot.) 

1874 Knight Diet. MecJu, Divider (Husbandry), the 
prow or wedge-formed piece on a reaping-machine, which 
divides the grain to be cut from the standing grain. 

8 . Mining . pi. Timbers or scantling put across 
a shaft to divide it into compartments ; also called 
bunions. (Raymond Mining Gloss l) 

Dividing (divsrdig), vbl. sb. [f. Divide v. + 
•tng- b] The action of the verb Divide ; division. 

3526-34 Tindale Heb. iv. 12 Euen vnto the diuidynge a 
sonder of thesoule and the sprete. 3663 Gerbier Counsel 
Cij a, Their Jurisdiction extends as far as the deriding of 
the Seas neere Rochel. 1719 De Foe Crusoe (1840) II. ri. 
124 That there might be no dispute about dividing. 1882 
Garden 4 Feb. 86/3 Alocasias . . bear dividing freely. 

Bivrding, ppl. a. [f. as prec. + -ing 2 .] That 
divides, in various senses ; that cleaves into parts; 
t ‘running divisions ’ in singing (quot. 1639 ; see 
Division 7 ) ; that separates regions, parts, etc. 

Now often written with hyphen in certain phrases or 
combinations, as dividing-tine , -pointy where it may be 
taken as the vbl. sb. used attrib. Dividing-engine, a 
machine for graduating or dividing a circle into a number 
of equal parts, or for catting the circumference of a wheel 
into a number of teeth. Dividing ridge— T )ividk sb. 2. 

35620 Quarles Jonah (3638) 34 Horrid claps of heavens- 
divxding thunder.. a 3639 Carew Poems Wks. (1824) 129 
In your sweet dividing throat. She {the nightingale] winters 
■and keepes warme her note. 1807 P. Gass Jrnl. 237 We 
came to the dividing ridge between the waters of the Mis- 
souri and Columbia. 1838 Penny Cycl. XI. 338/1 The in- 
vention by Ramsden of his dividing engine. Ibid. 338/2 
The dividing tool employed by Graham was the beam- 
compass. 1866 J. Martineau Ess. I. 251 The true divid- 
ing-line. 3874 Rnight Diet. Meek. s. v., Ramsden's circular 
dividing-engine consisted of a large wheel moved by 
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a tangent screw. 3884 F. J. Britten Watch * Clockm. 
88 [A] Dividing plate., [is] the circular brass plate in a 
wheel-cutting engine, in which holes are drilled as a regis- 
ter for the proper division of the wheel teeth. 

Hence Divi'dixigly adv., so as to divide. . 

3580 Hollyband Treas. Fr. Tong, Divisement “, diuidmgly, 
separately, 1847 in Craig. 

i! Divi-divi (drvidrvi). [The native Galibi or 
Carib name.] The commercial name of the curled 
pods of Cstsalpinia coriaria, a tree found in tropi- 
cal America and the West Indies ; they were intro- 
duced to Europe from Caracas in 1768 , and are 
highly astringent, and much used in tanning. Also 
the tree itself, b. The similar pods of C. tindoria 
used in Lima for making ink (Cent. Diet .).. 

[3763 Jacquin Stirp. Amcr. Hist. 1 24 Leguniina . . ah 
Hispanis et barbaris. .nuncupata Libi dibi. 3832 G. Don 
Dichlamy deems PL II. 432 Libtdibi is the name of the 
legume at Curasao.] 3843 Pharmaceut. Jrnl. II. 000 
Divi-divi, imported from Carthage, is the pod of a legu- 
minous shrub. 3853 Lindley Veg. Kingd. 550 In the 
Dividivi or Libidibi pods, .we have one of the most astrin- 
gent of known substances. 

Dividual (divi*di«al), a. (sb.) [f. L. dividu-ns 
divisible, separated + -al.] 

1. That is or may be divided or separated from 
something else ; separate, distinct, particular. 

1598 Florio, Diuisible, separable, diuiduail. 1632 Two 
Noble K. 1. iii, The true love'tweene mayde and mayde may 
be More then in sex dividual [printed individual!]. 1667 
Milton P. L. xii. 85 True Liberty.. which always with 
right reason dwells Twinn'd, and from her hath no dividual 
Being. 1740 Wakburton Div. Legal, vi. vi, The two 
..scarce dividual. 1836 B lac kit). Mag. XL. 536 A union 
of the mind’s dividual acts. 1856 T. Atrd Poet. Wks. 147 
The Seasons. .Come and go with sweet dividual change. 

2. Capable of being divided into parts, divisible ; 
divided into parts, fragmentary. 

a 1619 Fotherby Atheoin. 1. vil §3 (1622) 50 Some make 
their god of Atonies, and indiuidual moates ; some of 
diuidual numbers; as .Epicurus, and Pythagoras. 1635 
Barriffe Mil. Discip. iv. (1643) *3 Where any one would 
shew much variety of exercise, then 8.. will be the more 
pliantand dividuall number [of soldiers], a 3650 MuYSatir. 
Puppy (1657) 10. 18. . Lowell Ambrose Poet. Wks. (1879) 
772 4 Believest tliou then .Cried he, 4 a dividual essence in 
Truth?’ 

3. Divided or distributed among a number; 
shared, participated, held in common. 

1667 Milton P. L. vii. 382 The moon.. her reign With 
thousand lesser Lights dividual holds. 1735 H.^ Brook 
l/niv. Beauty iv. 132 While thro’ the pores nutritive por- 
tions tend, Their equal aliment dividual share. 1818 Colfj- 
brooke Obligat. 4 Contracts I. 141 The rule holds when 
the obligation is dividual. 

f B, sb. Obs. 1. That which is dividual ; some- 
thing divided or capable of being divided. 

1668 H. More Div. Dial. Schol. (1713) 553 This is that of 

Gregory Nazianzen, iv /Aeaeptcr/xfiFOts i) Otorr/s, 

The Individual Divinity in Diriduals. 

2. Math. In the process of division: One of the 
several parts of the dividend, each of which yields 
successively one figure or term of the quotient. 

1704 J. Harris Lex. Teckn. 1706 Phillips (ed. Kersey), 
Dividual* fin Arithm.) is a Number In the Rule of Divi- 
sion, comprehending part of the Dividend distinguished by 
a Point; whereof the Question must be ask’d, How often 
the Divisor is contained in it? 18x1 Self Instructor 62 
A new dividend, or dividual, to work upon. 

Hence Divi'dualism, Diviclna-lity (used as the 
opposites of individualism , individuality ). 

1803 Syd. Smith Wks. (1869) 23 The chances.. do not 
depend solely upon their dividuality. 3883 F.. Galton 
Hum. Faculty 169 Individualism is changed to dividualism. 
Ibid. 207 Dividuality replaces individuality. 

Bivi* dually, adv. [f. prec. + -lt 2 .] In a 
dividual manner ; separately. 

3633 Earl Al Mondo <1636) 6 Meditation is. .as 

hee that smells the Violet, the Rose, the Jessamie, and the 
Orenge flowers dividually. .But Contemplation is a water 
compounded of them all 1805 Wordsw. Prelude xiv. 209 
They are each in each, and cannot stand Dividually. 1823 
Coleridge in Blackw. Mag. X. 247 We are compelled to 
express it dividuall} 7 , as consisting of two correlative terms. 
Bividuity (dividiri’iti), rare. [ad. rare L. 
dividuitatem, n. of quality f. dividuus : see next 
and -ITT.] Dividuous quality or state. 

1656 Blount Glossogr ,, Dividuity, a division, also an 
aptness to divide, a 3834 Coleridge Lit. Rem . (1838) III. 
108 This mysterious dividuity of the good and the evil will. 

Bividuous (divrditqos), a. rare. [f. L. divi- 
du-us (see Dividual) + -ous.] 

1. Capable of being divided, divisible (= Divi- 
dual 2 ) ; characterized by division. 

1766 G. Canning Anti-Lucretius v. 397 The Mind, of 
separate parcels unoompos’d. Though in dividuous Body 
now inclos'd. (V1800 Coleridge Mahomet , The ruinous 
river Shatters its waters abreast, and.. Rushes dividuous. 
1820 Shelley Ode to Liberty iv, The .. cloud-like moun- 
tains, and dividuous waves Of Greece. 

2. Separable, non-essential ( = Dividual i), 

3816 Coleridge Lay Serm. 343 The accidental and di- 
riduous in this quiet and harmonious object is subjected to 
the life and light of nature which shines in it. 
t Bi*vify, V. Obs, rare. [f. L. divus godlike 
(see Divine#.) 4 * -et.] trams. To raise to the rank 
of a divinity, invest with divine dignity, Deift. 
So t Divifica’tion, Obs. 

1615 Jackson Creed iv.u.iv, §7 The divifications ascribed 


unto them, as their enrolments in the catalogue of former 
saints, adoration of relics, and the like. 1652 Sparke Prim. 
Devot, (1663^ 4 [1'hey] divilie such as never were holy men. 

Bivrnable, a. _ rare. [f. Divine v. + -able.] 
Capable of being divined or conjectured, 

1816 J. Scott Vis, Paris (ed. 5) 5 Travelling for no de- 
finite, nor even divinable purpose. 

t Bi*vinail. Obs. Also 4-5 de-, dy-, -al(e, 
-aile, -aille, -ayle, deuenayle. [a. OF. de-, di - 
vinail, -al masc., and devinaillc, -nalle, -gnaille fern, 
(Godef.) a thing divined, a conjecture, prediction, 
Divination, repr. L. types *dlvinale sing., *divi- 
ndlia pi., of divinalis : see next and -al 4, 5.] 

1 . Divining, soothsaying, divination. 

c 1386 Chaucer Pars. T. f 531 Hem bat bilieuen in 
diuynailes [v. rr.d yuyuayles, -ales, -alis, divynailles, deue- 
nayles] as by flight or by noyse of briddes or of beestes. 
c 1430 Lydg. Bochas 11. xiii. (1354) 51 b, Her clerkes in theyr 
diuinayle Tolde it was token of seruage and trauayle. 3484 
Caxton Chivalry 87 The deuynaylles of them that by the 
flyght of byrdes deuynen. 

2 . Something to be divined, a riddle. 

c 1430 Lydg. Bochas 1. ix. <1544) 18 a, The serpent him., 
would assaile With a problem. .Called of some men an 
uncouthe deuinaile. c 1430 — Thebes 1. (R.), To slea all 
tho. .that did faile, To expoune, his misty deuinale. 1483 
Caxton G. de la Tour G ij b, Sayeng that they my3t not 
arede a certayne deuynal. 

t Bi*vinal, a. Obs . [ad. med.L. div maids, f. 
divtn-us Divine: see -al 3.] Pertaining to divi- 
nation; divinatory, magical. 

1494 Fabyan Citron, €> All these were Mynystris of God 
iminortale, And had injheyin no power dyuynall. 3503 
Hawes Examp. Virt. viii. (Arb.) 38 A myrrour of lernyng 
that was dyuynall. 1533 Douglas Aineis ix.i, 52 Wytli 
wordis augurall, Eftyr thar spaying ceremonis diuynal. 

Bivination (diving -Jan), [a. OF. divination 
(13th c. in Hatz.-Darm.), ad. L. dwmdiion-em, n. 
of action f. divmdre to Divine.] 

1 . The action or practice of divining ; the fore- 
telling of future events or discovery of what is 
hidden or obscure by supernatural or magical 
means; soothsaying, augury, prophecy. With# 
and pi., an exercise of this, a prophecy, an augury. 

C3374 Chaucer Boeth. v. pr.iv. 125 (Camb. MS.) Marchus 
tullius, whan he deuynede the dyuynaciouns, bat is to seyn 
in his book psx he wroot of diuinaciouns. 1382 Wyclif Acts 
xvi. 16 Sum. wenche hauynge a spirit of dyuynacicun. 1387 
Trevisa Higden (Rolls) III. 57 Ei)?er seide j? at [he] hadde 
be better dyuynacioun of foules [felicius augurium\ 1555 
Eden Decades 309 To speke of thynges that sbalbe, longe 
before they are, is a kynde of diuinatioiL 3579-80 North 
Plutarch (1895) 80 The flying of birds, which doe geue a 
happy divination to things to come. 1662 Stillingfl. Orjg. 
Sacr. 11. iv. § 1 The Gentiles hearkend unto Oracles and Divi- 
nations. 1712 Addison Sped. No. 505 k* 5 Among the many 
pretended arts of divination, there is none which so uni- 
versally amuses as that by dreams. 1879 D. M. Wallace 
Australas, v. 103 Divination is made by examination of the 
state of the body internally, 

attrib. 3877 W. Jones Finger-ring 100 The annexed illus- 
trations, representing divination rings, are taken from Liceti. 

2 . In a weaker sense : Prevision or guessing by 
happy instinct or unusualinsight ; successful con- 
jecture or guessing. 

3597 Shaks. 2 Hen. IV, 1. L 88 Tell thou thy Earle, his 
Diuination lies. 1614 Raleigh Hist. World m. rii. § 5 
Whether he or they would have bin contented with an 
equall share . . were perhaps a divination Unnecessary. 1685 
Ken Serm.Dan. x, tt Wks. (1838) 169 It was such divination, 
such sagacity as this which interpreted to him [Daniel] all 
the dreams of human life. 1856 Emerson Eng. Traits , 
Lit . Wks. (Bohn) II. 113 Richard Owen, .adding sometimes 
the divination of the old masters to the unbroken power of 
labour in the English mind. 

3 . Rom. Latv. (See quot. 1868.) 

1823 m Crabb Technol. Diet. 3868 Smith Diet. Gr. fy Rom. 
Aniiq. s.v. Divmatio, If in any case two or more accusers 
came forward against one and the same individual, it was, 
as the phrase ran, decided by divination, who should Jbe the 
chief.. accuser . . The judices had, as it were, to divine the 
course which they had to take. 

catachr. Divine condition or state, divinity. 

3603 Holland Plutarch's Mor. 3327 Of Daemons some 
few. .came to participate the divination of the gods. 

Brvinator. Obs. or arch. Also 7 -our. [ad. 
'L.divindtor, -orern soothsayer, agent-11, from divin- 
dre to Divine; cf. F. divinaieur .] One who 
divines ; a diviner, soothsayer. 

1607 Tofsell Serpents (1658) 688 The Egyptians hold 
opinion that the Crocodile is a divinator. #1630 Healey 
Epietei'Up Man. xxxix. (1636) 60 When thou goest unto 
a dirinatour. ■■ 3621 Burton Anal. Mel. in. iv. 1. i. (1652) 
€38 Of this number are all Superstitious Idolaters. .Divina- 
tors, 'Prophets, Sectaries, and Scismatiques. .5x884 Science 
19 Dec. 559/2. In the leading paper of Cambridge, Mass. . . 
a professed divinator has kept for years a large, business- 
like, and soberly worded advertisement of his services. ■ 

Bivinatcrrialj a. rare . [f. as next + -al.] 
Conjectural. 

x86o M. Pattisqn Ess. (1889) I. 367 Divlnatorial criticism, 
has often undertaken to work wonders by conjecture operat- 
ing upon collation of MSS. 

Bivinatory (divrnatori), a. [f. L. type *di- 
vindtdri-us, f. divmdtdr-em : see Divinator and 
-ory.] Pertaining to a diviner or to divination^ 
prophetic, divining. t>. Conjectural. 

1569 J. Sanford tr. A grippa's Van. Aries 44 b } An other 
kinde of Astrologie. .called Diuinatorie, or Judiciall. / 1616 
Gataker Lots (1619) 269 These are those that are most 
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commonly teamed Biuinatorie Lots. 1664 Evelyn Sylva 
35 The use of the Hasel is . . for . . Divinatory Rods for the 
detecting and finding out of Minerals. 1828 Miss Berry 
Soc. Life Eng. 4 Fr. (1831) 395 A peasant of Burgundy . . 
appeared with the exploded notion of the divinatory wand j 
to discover hidden sources of water. 1838 Sm W, Hamilton j 
Logic xxxiv. (1866} II. 199 Here the conjectural or divina- 
tory emendation comes into play. 

t Divi'natrice, a. Obs. rare, [a. F. divina- 
trice, fem. of divinateur , ad. L. divimtrlcem , fem. 
of dlvtndtor : see above.] That divines, divining. 

<71535 M ore Ruful Lamen tacien ( R .) Lo where to commeth. 
thy blandishyngpromyse, Of false astrology and diuinatrice. 

Bivine (divarn\ a. and sbf Forms: 4-6 de- 
vice, de-, dyvyn(e, 5-6 divyne, Sc, de-, 
dywyne, 6 dyvine, 7 divin, 4- divine. [ME. 
devine, divine , a. OF. devin (12th c. in Hatz.- 
Darm.), later divin :—L. divlnus pertaining to a 
deity. In med.L. divlnus bore the sense of theologus. 
OF. devin was the word of popular formation; 
divin was a learned assimilation to the ancient L. 
type, which in F. became the accepted form for the 
adj., and in English for all senses: ef. Divine^.-] 

1. Of or pertaining to God or a god. 

c 1374 Chaucer Booth. v. pr. ii. 118 (Camb. MS.) The 
specuiacion or lookynge of the deuyne thoght. 1388 W you f 
Deni, i. 13 5 yue of 30U men wise in dyuyn thingis. 1526 
Filer. Perf. (W. de W» 1531) 3 b, The diuyne nature or 
godhed. 1590 Spenser F. Q. i. x. 67 So darke are earthly 
things compar'd to things divine. 1644 Milton A re op. 
(Arb.) 5x Many, .complain of divin Providence for suffering 
Adam to transgresse. 1709 Pope Ess. Crit. 525 To err is 
human, to forgive divine. 1878 R. W. Dale Led. Preach. 
290 Divine acts are not less Divine because they <lo not 
happen to be recorded in the Canonical Scriptures. 

2 . Given by or proceeding from God; having 
the sanction of or inspired by God. 

Divine right, a right conferred by or based on the ordin- 
ance or appoin tment of God. # Divine right of kings, that 
claimed according to the doctrine that (legitimate) kings de- 
rive their power from God alone, unlimited by any rights on 
the part of their subjects. In English History, the phrase 
carne into specific use in the 17th c., when the claim was 
prominently made for the Stuart kings. 

c 1386 Chaucer Monk's T. 67 By precept of the Messager 
diuyn. 01425 Wyntoun Cron. 1. i. 2 Dywyne Scrypture. 
c 1450 Hen ryson Test. Cres. (R.) Ye gaue me ones a diuine 
responsaile That I should be the floure of loue in Troye. 
1567 Satin Poems Reform, iii. 128 Quhome God did place 
be ordinance dewyne. a 1600 Hooker Eccl. Pol. viil ii. 

§ 6 Unto kings by human right, honour by very divine 
right, is due. 1625 Burges Pers. Tithes 2 Whether Tithes 
be perpetually due to the Ministers of the Gospell by Diuine 
Right. 1642 Milton Apol. Smect . ii. Wks. (1847) 85 The 
divine right of episcopacy was then valiantly asserted. 
1640 Const. # Canons i. B ivb, The most High and Sacred 
order of Kings is of Divine right, being the ordinance of 
God himself. 1742 Pope Dune. iv. i 83 The Right Divine 
of kings to govern wrong. 1767 Blackstone Comm. II. 
iii. 25, 1 will not put the title of the clergy to tithes upon any 
divine right, though such a right certainly commenced, and 
1 believe as certainly ceased, with the Jewish theocracy. 
3035 J. Waterworth Exam . Princ. Protestantism 95 Did 
this unrivalled Biblist acknowledge any writings as divine, 
which the Jews did not receive as canonical? 1865 Seeley 
F.cce Homo iv. (ed. 8) 31 In obedience to an irresistible 
divine impulse. 1871 Morley Voltaire (1886) 63 The apolo- 
gies of Jesuit writers for the assassination of tyrants deserve 
an important place in the history of the doctrine of divine 
right. 

3 . Addressed, appropriated, or devoted to God ; 
religious, sacred. 

Divine service, the public worship of God, Divine office , 
thestated office or service of daily prayer ; the canonical hours. 

<1x380 Wyclif Wks. {1880) 41 Do clerkis deuyn officis after 
f>e ordre of be holy Chirche of rome. _ c 1386 Chaucer Frol. 
122 Fful weei she soong the seruice dyuyne. 1500-20 
Dunbar Poems x. 27 Do 3our obseruance devyne To him 
that is of kingls king. 1549 Bk. Com . Prayer Pref.^The 
common prayers in the Churche, commonlye called diuine 
seruice. c 1600 Shaks. Sonn. cviii. 5 Yet, like prayers 
divine, I must each day say o'er the very same. 1674 Play- 
ford Skill Mns. 1. 71 The Tunes of Psalms are of general 
use, all who are true Lovers of Divine Mustek, will have 
them in estimation. 1682 Stoddon {title) An Essay on 
a Question relating to Divine W orshlp. 1720 Watts {title), 
Divine Songs, attempted in. easy language, for the use of 
children. 1848 W harton Z<rw Lex., Divine Service , tenure 
by, an obsolete holding, in which the tenants were obliged 
to do some special divine services in certain, as to sing so 
many masses, to distribute such a sum in alms, etc. 1880 
Did. Chr. Antiq. s.v. Divine office. Offices for the several 
hours of prayer, which together constitute the Divine Office, 
as distinguished from the liturgy. 1889 Farrar Lives La- 
thers, Ambrose, xv. § 3 II. 169 Theodosius .. as a penitent 
. .abstained from presenting himself at divine service. 

4 . Partaking of the nature of God ; characteristic 
of or consonant to deity ; godlike ; heavenly, 
celestial. 

c 1374 Chaucer Boeth. v. pr. ii. x 18 (Camb. MS.) Why in 
the souereynes dyuynes substaunces, pat is to seyn in spiritz, 
lugement is moore cleere. 1393 Gower Conf. II. 167 Men 
saiden, that she was divine, And the goddess of sapience. 
1506-20 Dunbar Poems xxv. 1x3 All the hevinly court 
devyne. 1594 Hooker Eccl. Pol. 1. viii. § 6 The diuiner 
part in relation vnto the baser of our soules. 1632 M ilton 
Penserqso 12 Hail, divinest Melancholy ! Whose saintly 
visage is too bright To hit the sense of human sight. 1667 
— F'Jc' ln * 4° Cr flocks, or herds, or human face divine. 
1697 Dryden Alexander's Feast X71 At last divine Cecilia 
Came.' ' 1850 Tennyson In Mem. Prol. iv, Thou seemest 
human and divine, The highest, holiest manhood, thou. 
1882 Farrar Early Chr. I. 97 The strains . . of divinest 
music in which the voice of inspiration died away. 
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t b. Immortal ; beatified. Obs. 

1593 Shaks. Rich. II, 1. i. 38 For what I speake, My body 
shall make good vpon this earth. Or my diuine soule answer 
it in heauen. 1632 Heywood and Pt. Iron Age m Wks. 1874 
HI. 409 Thou lyest downe mortall, who must rise diuine. 

5 . In weaker sense : More than human, excellent 
in a superhuman degree, a. Of persons : Of more 
than human or ordinary excellence ; pre-eminently 
gifted ; in the highest degree excellent. 

1552 Huloet, Divine or immortall, nectareus. 1591 Shaks. 
x Hen. VI, 1. vi. 4 Diuinest Creature . . How shall I honour 
thee for this successe? a 1635 Corbet Poems (1807) x8 
Nothing did win more praise . . Then did their actors most 
divine, x68o Crowne Misery Civ. War _ Prol., For by 
his feeble skill ’tis built alone, The Divine Shakespear 
did not lay one stone. 1711 Steele Sped. No. 146 ? 3 
The divine Socrates is here represented in a Figure worthy 
his great Wisdom and Philosophy. X795-X814 Wordsw. 
Excursion 1. 250 That mighty orb of song. The divine 
Milton. 1875 Jowett Plato (ed. 2) I. 473 That would clearly 
contradict the divine Homer. 

b. Of things : Of surpassing beauty, perfection, 
excellence, etc, ,* extraordinarily good or great. 

<7x470 Henry Wallace vi. 348 Thai. .In cartis brocht thar 
purwiance dewyne. 1561 T. Norton Calvin's hist.x. xiii. 

§ 9, I graunt. .that oftentimes a thing is called Diuine or of 
God, that is notable by any singular excellence. 1592 
Shaks. Rom. Jul. m. ii. 77 Beautifull Tyrant, fiend An* 
gelicall..Dispised substance of Diuinest show. 1655 H. 
Vaughan Silex Scint. 85 Blackness sits On the divinest 
wits. 1757 A. Cooper Distiller hi. xlvii. (1760) 212 Recipe 
for a Gallon of Divine Water. x8i8 La Belle Assembles 
XVII. 40/6, I have had the divinest cornette sent me. 1826 

H. N. Coleridge West Indies 147 The champagne at 
eighteen dollars really divine, 1877 Kate Thompson Publ. 
Piet. Gall. Rembrandt, The great master of the Dutch 
school .. preeminent by his wonderful and Divine talents. 

0 . Connected or dealing with divinity or sacred 
tilings ; sacred. Obs . or arch. 

1548 Hall Chron., Hen. VI (an. 9) 115 b, All auncient 
writers, as well devine, as propliane. 1603 Owen Pern- 
brokesh. (1891) 235 A famouse Doctour of divinitie as 
appeareth by his devyne works. 1605 Bacon Ady. Learn. 

I. Ded. § 2. 2 A rare Conjunction, as wel of divine and 
sacred literature, as of prophane and humaine. 1720 Watts 
Divine Songs Pref., This may sometimes .give their thoughts 
a divine turn, and raise a young meditation. [1840 Carlyle 
Heroes iii. (1872) 85, I give Dante iny highest praise when 
I say of his Divine Comedy that it is. .genuinely a Son g.] 

t 7 . Foreboding, prescient, [a Latinism.] rare. 
1667 Milton P. L. ix. 845 Yet oft his heart, divine of 
somthing ill, Misgave him. 

8 . Comb., as divine-human , human and divine. 
1884 Chr. World 1 1 Sept. 688/2 The animal-human is very 
obstructive to the Divine-human. 1892 Westcott Gostel of 
Life 254 [Christianity] is summed up in the facts of a divine- 
human life. 1893 Tablet 9 Dec. 933 The Divine-human 
Mediator in heaven. 

f B. sb . 1 Obs. [absolute uses of the adj., or its 
F. original.] 

1 . Divine service. 

1480 Will ofVavesour(Comm. Crt. Lond.% To sing Devyne 
for my sowle. x6o6 Sc. Ads fas. VI (1814) 327 Gam.) Twa 
clerkis to serue in the divines within the College kirk of 
Creichtoun. 

2 . Divinity, theology. 

1303 R. Brunne HandL Syxne 2890 Seynt austyn hat was 
a clerk of dyuyne. Ibid. 11411 A master of dyuyne. 1362 
Langl. P. PL A. Prol. 90 Bisschops Bolde and Bachilersof 
diuyn. a 400 Rom. Rose 6490, 1 wole fillen. .My paunche 
of good mete and wyne, As sbulde a maister of dyvyne, 

8 . Soothsaying; conjecture; Divination. 

ex 330 R. Brunne Chron. J1810) 282 Merlyn, in his deuyn, 
of him has said, pat pre regions, in his bandons,salle be laid. 
— Chron. Wace (Rolls) 8092 On bis manere myghte Merlyn 
Be geten & born, by oure deuyn. 

4 . Divine nature, divinity. 

1393 Gower Conf II. 132 Bachus . . Accordant unto his 
divine A prest. .He had. 

Divine (divsrn), sb.% Also 4-5 devine, -vyne, 
dy-. [a. OF. devin soothsayer (13th c. in Littre), 
also later devin, divin theologian (15th c. in 
Godef.) ; the former the popular descendant of L. 
divin-us soothsayer (become *devln-us in late L.); 
the latter repr. med.L .divlnus doctor of divinity, 
theologian; both subst. uses of L. divlnus adj. 
In both senses conformed in Eng. to the L. spelling.] 
+1. A diviner, soothsayer, augur ; a prophet, seer. 
13.. E. E. Allit. P. B. 1302 Dere Daniel also, pat watz 
deuine noble. 1340 Ayenb. 19 pe deuines and be wxchen 
and b e charmeresses bet workep be be dyeules crefte. c 1374 
Chaucer Troylus 1. 66 A gret Deuyn pat cleped was Calkas 
. . Knew wel pa t Troye sholde destroyed be By answere of 
his god, c 1430 Xydg. Bathos 11, 1. (1554) 42 b, Saul had 
cast out all diuines From Israeli, and eche diuineresse. 
152^ Ld. Berners Froiss. II. ccxx [ccxvi]. 680 note. Of these 
deuins, arioles, and charmers, there were certayne brente at 
Parys. 1577-87 Holinshed Chron. I. 2/2 To deriue the 
name of their diuines called Magi from him [Magus]. 

2 . One who has officially to do with 1 divine 
things ’ ; formerly, any ecclesiastic, clergyman, or 
priest ; now, one skilled in divinity; a theologian. 

<7x380 Wyclif Serm. Sel. Wks. I. 376 Bastard dyvynes 
seien . .pat pes wordis of Crist ben fals. 1388 — Bible Prol. 
xiii. 51 Dyuynys that schulden passe othere men in clen- 
nesse and hoolynesse. c 1450 St. Cutkbert (Surtees) 7503 
He was a clerke and gude deuyne. 1596 Shaks. Merck. 
V. 1. ii. 16 It is a good Diuine that followes his owne 
instructions. x66z Gauden {title) The works of Mr. Richard 
Hooker, that learned godly judicious and eloquent Divine. 
1791 Boswell Johnson 30 Aug. an. 1780, He wrote a young 
clergyman ..the following .. letter, which contains valu- 
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able advice to Divines in general. 1847 Emerson Poems, 
Problem Wks. (Bohn) I. 401 Taylor, the Shakespeare of 
divines. 1874 L. Stephen Hours^ in Library (1892) I. ix. 
305 We see in him the gentle mystic rather than the stern 
divine. 

+ b. Applied to non-Christian writers on theo- 
logy, and to the priests of heathen religions. Obs . 

1387 Trsvisa Higden (Rolls) III. 2x9 (MatzJ Among alle 
manere of philosofres pey bat were icleped deuynes {qui 
iheologi vocabantur] bere pe prys. 1587 Golding De Mor * 
nay x. 144 Pythagoras and all the old Diuines affirme, that 
God or the onely One is the beginner of all things. x6xx 
Shaks. Win/. T. iir. i. 19 The Oracle (Thus by Apollo s 
great Diuine seal’d vp). 

Divine (diyarn), v. Also 4-5 devine, -vyne, 
dyvine, -yne. [a. F. devine-r (12 th c.) to re- 
count, signify, wish, prophesy, ad. L. divznare to 
foretell, predict, after devin divine : see prec.] 

I. Transitive senses. 

f 1 . To make out or interpret by supernatural ^or 
magical insight (what is hidden, obscure, or unin- 
telligible to ordinary faculties) ; hence, in later use, 
to interpret, explain, disclose, make known. Obs. 

13. . E. E.AUH.P. R. 1561 pat con dele wyth demerlayk, 
& deuine lettres. 1362 Langl. P. PI. A. vni. 138 Daniel 
deuynede be Dremels of a Kyng. 1393 Ibid. C. 1. 2x7 What 
this metals by-menep Diuine 3c. Ibid, xxil 240 He tauhte. . 
somme to dyuyne and dyuyde, numbres to kenne. a 1400-50 
A lexander 1905 Now poll , .graithis me trouage, With all bis 
dignites be-dene pat I diuined haue. <r 1500 Blowhol's Test. 
in Halliw. Nugae Poet. 5 The cause why I shall to_ you 
devyne. a X625 Fletcher Nice Valour 11. i, I can . . Divine 
my mind to you. 

b. To discover or indicate by means of the di- 
vining rod. nonce-use. 

1890 Pall Mall G. 9 June 6/3 The boy has now been en- 
gaged to go to Australia to ‘ divine ’ the underground water 
and minerals of its arid and auriferous regions. 

2 . To make out by sagacity, intuition, or fortu- 
nate conjecture (that is, in some other way than by 
actual information) ; to conjecture, guess. 

C1374 Chaucer Troylus v. 288 He koude wel dyuyne That 
Troilus al nyght for sorwe wook. c 1386 — Shipman's T. 
224 Wyf. . litel kanstow deuyne The curious bisynesse that 
we haue. c 1450 St. Cutkbert (Surtees) 6706 How it strekys 
kan 1 no3t deuyne. 1530 Palsgr. 514/2 He were a wyse 
man that coulde devyne what they talke of nowe. x696tr. 
Du Mont's Voy. Levant 44 Nor cou'd I divine the Meaning 
of it. 1786 T, Jefferson Wrlt. f 1859) II. 37 He could not 
divine the cause of this extraordinary change. 1847 Emer- 
son Repr. Men, Swedenborg Wks. (Bohn) 1. 312 In common 
parlance, what one man is said to learn by experience, a man 
of extraordinary sagacity is said, without experience, to 
divine. X863 Mrs. Ouphant Salem Ch. ii. 28 He began to 
divine faintly . . that external circumstances do stand for 
something. 

3 . To have supernatural or magical insight into 
(things to come) ; to have presentiment of; hence 
gen. to predict or prophesy by some kind of special 
inspiration or intuition. 

c 1374 Chaucer Troylus iv, 361 (38.5) But who may al 
escliewe or al deuyne? <7 x400 Maundev. (Roxb.) viii. 29 
Ober thinges pai pronostic and diuines by pe colours of pa 
flawmes. 1555 Eden Decades 47 They diuined the destruc- 
tion of theyr countrey. 1594 Shaks. Rich. Ill, in . ii. 18 To 
shun the danger that his Soule diuines. 1663 Butler Hud. 
1. ii. 833 None, .could divine To which side Conquest would 
incline. 1790 Burke Fr. Rev, Wks. V. 374 Truly it is not 
easy to divine what that army may become at last. 1855 
Bain Senses Ini. m. ii. § 23 To infer beforehand, or divine, 
the characters that we should find. 

p 4 . Of tilings : To point out, foreshow, prognos- 
ticate, portend. Obs. 

1596 Drayton Leg. iv. 69 Tliis prodigious sign.. some 
strange Newes though ever it divine, yet forth them not 
immediately it brings. 1657 Cokaine Obstinate Lady 1. ii, 
What envious star when 1 was born divin’d This adverse 
Fate? 17x2 Swift Sid Hamet 22 A certain magick rod. . 
divines Whene’er the soil has golden mines. 1847 Emerson 
Poems, Initial Love Wks. (Bohn) 1. 457 All things wait for 
and divine him. 

J* 5 . To think or conceive of, devise, contrive, by 
special inspiration or extraordinary sagacity. Obs. 

1393 Langl. P.Pl.C.xn. 265 Dauid pe doughty . . deuynede 
how V rye Mighte slilokeste be slayn. <7 1450 Hexryson 
Mor. Fab. xx All courses that Cookes could deuyne. 1500-20 
Dunbar Poems Ixxxiv. 15 The lustiast ladie that nature can 
devyne. 1598 Yong Diana 225 So much force had one God 
. ouer each others soule, diuining the great and inuiolable 
friendship that should be betweene him and me. 

*p 6. To render divine ; to canonize; to divinize. 
1591 Spenser Daphn. 2x4 Living on earth like Angell 
new divinde. 1591 — Ruines of Time 6ix Th’ Harpe. .out 
of the River was reard And borne above the cloudes to be 
divin'd; 1622 Drayton Poly-olb. xxiv. 191 Leaving these 
divin'd, to Decuman we come .. who was crown’d with 
glorious martyrdom. 

T b. To call or style divine. Obs. 

1621 Bp. Mountagu Diatribx ii . 353 Your nobling and 
diuining him elswhere. 

II. Intransitive senses. . 

7 . To use or practise divination ; to obtain insight 
into what is future or unrevealed by auguries, por- 
tents, magical or occult devices ; to soothsay. 

c 1374 Chaucer Troylus n. 1696(1745) The folk deuyne at 
waggynge of a stre. 1382 Wyclif Gen. xliv. 5 The coppe . . 
in the which my Lord is wonte to dyuyne. 1388 — Isa. 
xliv. 25 Dyuynours that dyuynen by sacrifices oflfrid to 
feendis. 139 ? T re visa Barth. De P. R. xv. Iii. (1495) 507 
Some in Ethiopia, .haue an hounde for theyr kynge, and 
dyuyne by his meuynge. 1609 Bible (Douay) Le v . xix. 26 
: You shal not divine, nor observe dreames. 1698 Fryer 
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Acc. E. India & P- 372 They go to some learned Doctor, 
who Divines by the Alcoran. 1726 De Foe Hist. Deiril 
it. vi. 1835-49 Lane Mod, Egypt. II. m They [Gyp-ies] 
mostly divine by means of a number of shells, with a few 
pieces of coloured glass, money, etc., intermixed with them. 

8 . To foretell by divine or superhuman power ; 
to prophesy, arch. 

136a Langl. P. PI. A. vnt. 143 As Daniel diuinede hit fel 
in dede after. 1606 Shaks. A nt. fy CL 11. vi. 123 If I were 
hound to Diuine of this vnity, I wold not Prophesie so. i860 
Emerson Cond, Life i. {1861) 19 We are as lawgivers ; we 
speak for Nature ; we prophesy and divine. 1887 Bowen 
Virg, sEneidu. 246 Cassandra of coming evil divined. 

9. To conjecture (as to the unknown or obscure) ; 
to make an inference by conjecture, insight, intui- 
tion, or other means than actual information, 

136a Langl. P. Pi. A, xi. 138 f>e deppore I diuinede {?e 
derkore me jxm3te. c 1386 Chaucer Wife's Frol. 26 Men 
may deuyne and glosen vp and down. 1604 Shaks. Oth. 
1, ii. 39 Something from Cyprus, as X may diuine. 1851 
Carlyle Sterling n. ii. (1872) too The meanest have a 
dignity., and hence, as I divine, the startling whirl of 
incongruous juxtaposition. 

f b. with of, on, upon : To make conjectures 
about or concerning ; to augur from. Obs. 

C1374 Chaucer Troy ins hi. 409 (458) Lest ony wyght 
dyuynen or deuyse Wolde of hem two, C15S6 — Knt.'s T. 
1657 The paleys ful of peples . .Dyvynynge of thise The bane 
knyghtes two. 1513 More in Grafton Chron. (1568) II. 76 6 
The people diverslye devinyng upon this dealing, a 1592 
Greene Jus. IP, v. v, Whereon divine you, Sir? 1603 
Knoi.les Hist. Turks (1621) 857 Thereof would diversely 
divine every man according 10 his own fantasie, 1653 Hol- 
croft Procopius x. 29 The Romans divining upon it, were 
confident of the Emperours prevailing in this Warn 1725 
Pope Odyss. t. 144 At chess they vie, to captivate the queen ; 
Divining of their loves. 

Hence Divrned///. a. (in quot, Made divine). 
1624 Quarles Sion's Sonn. in Farr S. P. Jas. I (1848) 140 
The glory of thy divined place No age can injure, nor yet 
time deface. 

+ Divinely, ot. [r. prec. adj. + -ly I J Divine. 

01400 Test. Love in. (R.) Philosophy is knowing of deuinely 
and manly things ioyned with study of good liuing. 1530 
Rastell Bk. Purgat. n. xi, The infinyte dyvynely Sub- 
staunce. 

Divinely (divsrnli), adv . [f. Divine a. + 
-LY 2 .] In a divine manner or way. 

1. By or as by the agency or power of God. 

1504 Spenser A moretti Ixi, As she is, divinely wrought, 
And of the brood of Angels hevenly borne. 1662 Stillingfl. 
Orig. Sacr. 11. vi. § 2 Whatever comes under Divine know- 
ledge, may be Divinely revealed, a 1707 Beveridge Serm. 

I. xviii.(Rj In his divinely-inspired judgment. 1850 Tenny- 
son In Mem. Ixiv. 2 As some divinely^ gifted man. 1876 

J. Parker Paracl. 1. iii. 23 If the Bible is divinely inspired, 
it follows that it is divinely authoritative. 

2. As or like God ; in a godlike manner ; with an 
excellence or perfection more than human. 

1582 Hester Seer, Phiorav. in. iv. 9 Because this composi- 
tion worketh diuinely, I called it Angelico. 1585 T. Wash- 
ington tr. Nicho lay’s Voy. iv. xxiii. 139 Cleere and fayre 
fountaines dyvinely wrought. 1667 Milton P. L. ix. 489 
Shee fair, divinely fair, fit love for Gods. 1728 Young Odes 
to King Wks. 1757 I. 173 Its stream divinely clear, and 
strong. 1822 W. Irving Braceb. Hall 35 An elegant young 
man . . who danced a minuet divinely. 1832 Tennyson 
Dream Fair Worn. 87 A daughter of the Gods, divinely 
tall And most divinely fair. 

1 3. In a holy or pious manner. Obs. 

1594 Shaks. Rich, III, m. vii. 62 He is .. with two right 
reuerend Fathers Diuinely bent to Meditation. 1595-7 John 
xi. i. 237 This right hand, whose protection Is most diuinely 
vow’d vpon the right Of him it holds. 1682 Norris Hierocles 
8 They proceed from a divinely disposed mind. 

1 4. After the manner of divinity. Ohs. 

1607 Topsei.l Serpents (1658) 591, I purpose not to follow 
these things Philosophically.. but rather Divinely. 

t Divrmement. Obs. [f. Divine v. + -ment.] 
The action of divining ; divination. 

1579-80 North Plutarch (1676) 33 That which they write 
of Romulus divinements, maketh great difference between 
him and Theseus. Ibid. 580 Priests and Soothsayers, that 
did sacrifice and purifie, ana tend upon divinements. 

Divine ness (divoi-nnes). [-ness.] 

1. The quality or state of being divine ; divine 
nature, character, or origin ; divinity, sacredness. 

1579-80 North Plutarch (1676) 84 The common nature of 
manj that hath in it both Divineness, and sometimes beastly 
brutishness. 1587 Golding De Momay xxxii. 507, I haue 
..prooued the trunesse and diuinenesse of the Scriptures. 
1640 Bp. Reynolds Passions i. 2 Their admirable Motions 
and Order, in which the Heathen have acknowledged 
a Divineness. 1718 Free-thinker No. 54 r 11 The real Ex- 
cellency and Divineness of Virtue. 1843 Carlyle Past <$• 
/V.m.xii, In alL true Work., there is something of divineness. 

2. Superhuman or supreme excellence. 

1580 ^Sidney A rcadia (1622) 321 Besought him to repeate 
itagaine, that .. his minde might bee the better acquainted 
with the diuinenesse thereof. 2611 Shaks. Cymb. nx. vii. 45 
Behold Diuinenesse No elder then a Boy. 

Diviner (divornai). Forms: 4-5 devinor, 
-vynour, dyvynour, 5-7 divinour, 5 - diviner. 
[ME. and AF. deroinour. divinour —OF . devineor , 

- eour,-ur ( 12 th c. in Hatz.-Darm.), agent-n. from 
F. deviner to Divine, corresponding to L. dlvina- 
tbr-em Divinator. Down to 1500 regularly 
stressed de-vinou r, de'vinou-r. In sense 2 , app. 
f. F. devin, divin sb. : cf. philosoph-erl] 

1. One Who practises divination ; a soothsayer, 
prophet, seer ; a magician, sorcerer. 
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c 1330 R. Brunne Citron. Wace (Rolls) 8107 ]?us seide alje 
my dyuinours. 1382 Wyclif Dent, xviii, 10 Ne be foundun in 
thee . . that askith dy vynours. 2388 Jer. xxvti. 9 Dyuv- 
neris by chiteryng and fleyng of briddis. X483CAXTON Gold. 
Leg. 234 b/2 The deuynour had told hym that he shold 
deye within fyue dayes. 2545 Joye Exp. Dan. \. (R.) He 
fled to his wyse men of the worlde, to his diumers and 
charmers. 1610 Holland Camden’s Brit. 1. 649 The.. 
Divinour or Prophet of the Britans, I mean Merlin. 1682 
Dryden Abs. 4 A chit. 238 The Peopled Pray'r, the glad 
Diviner’s Theme, The Young men’s Vision and the Old men’s 
Dream! 1723 Pope Odyss. 1. 524 Vain diviner’s dreams 
divert her fears. 2860 Hook Lives Abps.(xZ 6 q) I. v. 223 
The bishops . . were required . . to banish . . diviners and 
fortune-tellers. 2882 Folk-lore Record IV. 106 Very lately 
an eminent man . . employed a diviner to look for mines on 
his property with a divining rod. 

b. A successful conjecturer or guesser. 

1690 Locke Hum, Und. 11. i. (1695) 48 He must be a nota- 
ble Diviner of Thoughts, that can assure him, that he was 
thinking. 2856-62 Maurice Criticsin Friendship Bks.xxCx. 
(1874) 377 Richard Bentley was one of the subtlest diviners 
of the meaning of obscure passages, 
f 2 . A divine, a theologian. Obs . 

2377 Langl. P. PI. B. x. 452 pe doughtiest doctour and 
deuynoure of pe trinitee Was augustyn pe olde. Ibid, xnx, 
1 14 Sire doctour . .What is dowel and dobet ? 3e deuynours 
knoweth. 1393 Ibid. C. xvi. 85 This doctor and diuinour 
and decretistre of canon. 2553 Huloet, Diuinour or wryter 
of holy scripture, agiographus. 

t b. = Divine sb . 2 2 b ; also, a wise man, sage. 
1387 Trevisa Iligden (Rolls) III. 65 Thales.. J>is nature! 
philosofer and dyuynour. a 1400-50 Alexander 1545 Doc- 
tours & diuinours & othire dere maistris. 

Divineress (divai-nores). Also 4-6 de-, (5 
-ourese). [a. OF. devineresse (12th c. in Hatz.- 
Darm.), fem. of devineur Divineu : see -ess.] A 
female diviner ; a prophetess ; a sorceress witch. 

c 1374 Chaucer Trovlus v. 1522 J>ow sorceresse With al pi 
fals gost of prophesie Thow wenest ben a grete deuyneresse ! 
2440 J. Shirley Dethe K. James ( 1828) 14 The said woman 
of Yreland, that clepid herself a dyvenourese, 2480 Caxton 
Ovid's Met. xu 1. vi, And Cassandra, hys dough ter, the 
devyneresse. a 1533 Ld. Berners Gold. Bk. M. Aurel. 
xxvi. (1546) M ij, A woman diuineresse, or contrary, a soth- 
sayer. 1681 H. More Postscript to Glanvilt’s Sadducismus 
1. 11726) 24 Do the office of a Divineress, or a Wise-woman. 
1837 Carlyle Fr. Rev. III. v, ii. (1872) 177 A black 
Divineress of the Tropics prophesied.. that she should be 
a Queen. 2848 J. A. Carlyle tr. Dante's Inferno xx, The 
wretched women who. .made themselves divineresses. 

+ Bivinesse. Obs. [Compressed variant of 
divineness ; perh. with some thought of F. -esse, as 
i w richesse and Eng. idlesse : cf. profaness, proness i 
etc.] a. Divination, b. Divineness, divinity; 
divine quality or character. 

2594 Carew Hnnrte's Exam. Wits iv. (1596^ 46 The first 
who tearmed these maruellous matters by the name of 
diuinesse was Hippocrates ; and that if any such point of 
diuinesse bee found in the disease, that it manifesteth also 
a prouidence. 2605 Bacon Adv. Learn. 11. iv. § 2. 28 Poesie 
..was euer thought to haue some participation of diuinesse. 
Ibid. § 4. 29 Enquirers into truth .. will despise those 
delicacies and affectations, as indeede capable of no diux- 
nesse. 

Diving* (darvii)), vbl. sb. [f. Dive v. + -ing b] 
The action of the verb Dive, in its various senses. 

1398 Trevisa Barth, De P. R. xu. xxvi. (1495) 429 By 
manere of plungynge and of dyuynge. 2614 Rowlands 
Fooles Bolt 37 A common Scould, her furious heate must 
coole : Wash'd by her diuing in a Cucldng stoole. 1743-5 
R. Pococke Trav. (Camden* II. 129 The curious manner of 
diveing which they lately began, in order to raise what they 
could of the wreck. 1854 (title) Divings into Scripture and 
Sprinkling of Wisdom for Little Folk. 

b. attrib. and. Comb., as diving-bladder y" - boat , 
-engine, -helmet, -machine. Diving-bell, etc. 

1602 Bp. W. Barlow Defence 143 The diuing poole of 
Bethesda. 1661 Diving-engine [see Diving-bell] 2693 
Lend. Gaz. No. 2842/3 Letters Patents . . for a Diving- 
Engine. 1752 Johnson Rambler No. 299 T 3 The first 
experiment in nineteen diving engines of new construction. 
2753 Chambers Cycl. Supp., Diving Bladder, a term used 
by Borelli for a machine .. contrived for Diving under the 
water to great depths . . The objections all other diving ma- 
chines are liable to are obviated. 2802 Naval Chron. VII. 
270 The Diving-boat, .will be capacious enough to contain 
eight men. a 1825 Forby Foe. E. A?iglia, Dez>ing-pond , 
a pond from which water is drawn for domestic use, by 
dipping a pail. 2839 Col. Hawker Diary (2893) II. 163 
Inflating air into the diving machine, or rather diving dress, 
of the man who was working under the sea. 1875 Ure's 
Diet. Arts s.v. Diving-dress, The diving helmet is, in 
principle, similar to the bell. 

Di ving, ppl • a. [f. as prec. + -ing 2 .] 

That dives, in various senses of the vb. 

2602 Fulbecke 2nd PL Parall. Ded. 1 The industrious 
search of some diuing braine. a 2639 Wotton in Reliq. 
Wotton. 402 (R.) Let the diving Negro seek For gemms hid 
in some forlorn creek. 1722 Gay Trivia m. 80 Guard well 
thy pocket, for these syrens stand To aid the labours of the 
diving hand. 

b. In names of various animals. 

Diving-buck or goat, a S. African antelope ( Cepha - 
tophus mergetis), the duyker-bok of the Boers ; diving- 
duck, the golden-eye duck (Clangula glaucion) ; diving- 
pigeon, the lack guillemot or doveky ( Uria Grylle)\ 
diving-spider, A rgyrotieta, aquatica, which lives in a 
nest filled with air under water. 

2694 Acc . Sev. Late Voy. 11. (1711) 84 The first Diving 
Pigeon I got.. at Spitzbergen. 1786 Sparrman Voy. Cape 
G. II, II. 243 The duyker-bok, or diving goat .. rising in 
its leap with its neck erect, and in its descent bringing 
it down between its legs . . had the appearance of diving 
and gave rise to its name, 2813 Col. Hawker Diary (.1893) 


I. 89, 1 got a diving duck, and should have had more shots. 
1885 Swainson Prov. Lames Birds 161 Diving duck 
(Shetland Isles'. Ibid. 218 Diving pigeon. 

Brviaag-bell. [f. Diving vbl.sb. + Bell sb.i 5 ] 
A strong heavy vessel, originally bell-shaped, with 
the bottom open, in which persons may descend 
into deep water, respiration being sustained by the 
compressed air at the top, or by fresh air supplied 
by a forcing pump from above, 

1662 Evelyn Diary 19 July, We tried our Diving-Bell, 
or Engine, in the water-dock at Deptford, .it was made of 
cast lead, let down with a strong cable. 1693 Phil. Trans, 
XVII. 896 Means of weighing up sunken Vessels .. and 
taking out the Goods by means of the Diving Bell. 2723 
Derham Phys. Theol. iv. iii. note { R.), One of the divers 
blew an horn in his diving-bell, at the bottom of the sea. 
2774 Goldsm. Nat. Hist. (2776) I. 241 The great diving- 
bell improved by Doctor Halley, which was large enough 
to contain five men. 1874 Burnand My Time xxiv. 212 
Breathing with ras much difficulty.. as he might have ex- 
perienced in a diving-bell. 

attrib. 2874 Knight Diet. Mcch. J. 713/2 A diving-bell 
company was formed in England in 1688. Ibid. 715/r 
Diving-bell Pump , a pump having a casing divided by 
a yertical partition into two chambers, which are provided 
with inwardly and outwardly opening valves. 

Div init y (divrnifai), v. [f. L. dwln-us Divine 
+ (i)fy ; cf deify, etc.] trans. To render divine; 
to regard as of divine nature, rank, or origin; to 
divinize. Hence Divi-nified ppl. a. 

2633 A. H. Parthenia Sacra 204 (T.) RIy beloved is white 
and red .. white, for his blessed and divinified soul. 1660 
Stanley Hist. Philos, ix. (1701) 395/1 Good the Civil Virtues 
render a Man, but the Sciences conducing to the Divine 
Virtue divinifie. 2855 Bailey Mystic 32 And knew himself 
divinified. 1892 Agnes M. Clerk e If am. Stud. Homer 45 
The same constellation, .under a divinified aspect. 

Bivr nin g, vbl. sb. [f. Divine v. + -ing k] 

1 . The action of the verb Divine : a. Soothsay- 
ing, prophecy, divination. t>. Conjecture, guessing. 

c 2340 Ham pole Prose Tr. fi866) 9 In his comandement es 
forbodyn to gyffe trouthe till socerye or till dyuynyngez by 
sternys. c 1374 Chaucer Boeth. v. pr. iii. 122 (Camb. MS.) 
Elies what difference is ther bytwixe the prescience and 
thilke lapeworthi dyuynenge of tyresye the dyuynor? 
2483 Cath . Angl. 102 A Dyuynynge be fyre, piromancia. 
A Diuinjmge be water ,jdromancia. 2646 J. Geree (title) 
Astrologo-Mastix, or a Discovery of the Vanity ana Ini- 
quityof Judiciall Astrology or Divining by the Starres. i860 
Pusey Min. Propk. Jonah .i. 7 The lot for divining.. is 
wrong, except by direct inspiration of God. 

2. attrib., as divining-rod, - staff, -stick, -wand : 
a rod, etc., used in divination ; spec, a forked stick, 
by means of which certain persons are reputed to 
have the power of tracing and indicating subter- 
raneous supplies of water and mineral veins. See 
quots. ; also Dowsing-rod. 

1656 Cowley Pindar. Odes , To Mr. Hobs iii, With fond 
Divining- Wands, We search among the dead For Treasures 
buried. Ibid. Note, Virgula Divina ; or aPivining-Wand 
is a two-forked branch of an Hazel-Tree . , used for the 
finding out either of Veins, or hidden Treasures of Gold or 
Silver; and being carryed about, bends downwards (or 
rather is said to do so) when it comes to the place where 
they lye. 1712 J. James tr. Le Blondes Gardening 188 
To find out Water by the Help of a Hasel-Wand, called 
a Divining-Stick. 1751 Genii. Mag. Nov. (Brand Pop. 
Antiq.) So early as Agricola the divining ^ Rod was m 
much request, and has obtained great credit for its dis- 
covering where to dig for Metals and Springs of Water 
.. lately it has been revived with great success. 2816 
Scott Antiq. xvii. 1E83 P. Robinson in Harper's Mag. 
Oct. 708/1 The divining-rod finds its professors and dis- 
ciples . . in every part of the world. 1888 Elworthy W. 
Somerset Word-bk., Dovose , to use the divining-rod for the 
purpose of finding springs of water. 

Bivi'ning, ppl 1 - a, [f. as prec. + -ing 2 .] That 
divines, foresees, or conjectures; soothsaying, pro- 
phesying, conjecturing, guessing, etc. 

2382 Wyclif i Kings xxv iii. 7 There is a womman havynge 
a dyvynynge spirite in Endore. 1593 Shaks. 3 Hen. VI, p. 
vi. 69 If secret Powers suggest but truth To my diuining 
thoughts. 1607 Dryden AEneid vi. 54 The mad divining 
dame, The priestess of the god, Deiphobe her name. .1876 
Geo. Eliot Dan. Der. v. xxxix, This dreadfully divining 
personage— evidently Satan in grey trousers. 

f Divini‘potent, a. Obs. rare ~°. [ad. L. 
dlvmipotent-em mighty in divination.] 

1656 Blount Glossogr., Divinipotent , that hath power in 
divine things. 1727 in Bailey vol. II. 
t Bivi’mster. Obs. rare. [f. Divine v., or 
divinour, Diviner sb . : see -ister.] A diviner. 

c 1386 Chaucer Knt.'s T. 2953 Therfore I stynte, I nara 
no divinistre. 

f Bivrnitize, V. Obs. rare “ l . [irreg. f. Di- 

vinity + -IZE.] —Divinize. 

2649 J. E. tr. Behmen's Epzst. Pref. 9 We . . Divinitize 
our knowledge into an effectual working Love. 

Divinity (divrmti). Forms: 4-6 de-, dy-, 
divinite, 4-7 -tie. [ME. de-, divinite , a. OF. 
deviniti \ -eti, - iteit (12th c. in Hatz.-Darm.) theo- 
logy, ad. L. divmitat-em godhead, divination, ex- 
cellence, f. divin-us Divine : s* e -ity.] 

1 . The character or quality of being divine ; di- 
vineness.godhood; divine nature; Deity, Godhead, 
c 2374 Chaucer Boeth. pr. iv. 7 (Camb. MS.) Thow des- 
putedest .. towching deuynyte and mankynde. C1450 
Mirour Saluacioun 272 In crist warre flesshe and sawle 
and verray divinitee. 1582 Fulke in Confer, m. (1584) Y, 
The humanitie of Christ after it was assumpted by the 
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Diuimtie, was absorpte of the same, c 1610-15 Women 
Saints, Agnes <1886) 147 Diuinitie dwelleth not in stones 
but in heauen. 1667 Milton P. L. ix xoio They feel 
Divinitie within them breeding wings. 1784 Cowfer Task 
vi. 877 The veil is rent .. That hides divinity from mortal 
eyes. 1884 Ruskin Pleas. Eng. 17 note, Arianism consists 
not in asserting the subjection of the Son to the Father, 
but in denying the subjected Divinity. 

2 . concr. A divine being; a god, a deity. The 
Divinity ; the Deity, the Supreme Being, God. 

C1386 Chaucer Sec. Nun’s T 316 Whil we seken thiike 
diuinitee That is yhid in heuene. X398TREVISA Barth. De 
P. R. 1. (1405) 8 Cryst lesus very god and man is . . moost 
blessyd and inestymable dyuynyte or deyte for. all man- 
kynde, 1602 Shahs. Ham. v. li. 10 There’s a Diuinity that 
shapes our ends, Rough-hew them how we will. 1777 
Robertson "Hist. Amer. (1778) II. vn. 302 Its divinities 
were clothed with terror. 1796 H. Hunter tr. St, Pierre's 
Stud. Nat. (1799) II. 76 It’s last and only end is the 
Divinity himself. ^ 2865 Seeley Ecce Homo iv. ted. 8) 31 
Their national Divinity had been their king. 1875 W hitney 
Life Lang. v. 80 Mercury,. the swift messenger of the 
divinities. 

b, jig. An object of ad orati on , an ad orable bein g. 
1648 Boyle Seraph. Love vi. (1700) 49 A Lover, naming 
what he worships, a ^ Divinity. 1749 Smollett Gil Bias in. 
ix, I perceived the divinity seated on a large sattin couch- 
in a genteel deshabille. _ 1849 Thackeray Pendennis vii, 
Composing a most flaming and conceited copy of verses 
to his divinity. 

3 . Divine quality, virtue, or power ; god-likeness, 
divinene-s. 

1510-20 Everyman in Hazl. Dodsley I. 133 These seven. . 
Gracious sacraments of high divinity. 1590 Spenser F. Q. 
in. v. 34 The goodly Maide, ful of divinities And gifts of 
heavenly grace. 1598 Shaks. Merry IV. v. i. 3 There is 
Diuinity in odde Numbers, either in natality, chance, or 
death. 1681-6 J. Scott Qr. Life (1747) III. 71 These 
miraculous Signs of the Divinity of the Christian Doctrine. 
1847 Tennyson Princ. m. 207 To lift the womans fall'n 
divinity Upon an even pedestal with man. 

4 . The science of divine things; the science that 
deals with the nature and attributes of God, 1 1 is 
relations with mankind, etc. ; theology ; the theo- 
logical faculty in Universities. (The earliest 
sense in English.) 

Divinity half (Scotland, etc.), a theological hall or 
college. 

^1305 Edmund Con f. 238 in E.E. P. (1862) 77 Todiuinite 
as god wolde bis gode man him droug. 1387 Trevisa 
Higden (Rolls') I. 5 Of J?e pre vertues of deuynyte 
logicarttm virtutum). c 1400 Maundev. (1839) xiii. *44 
Athanasius was a gret Doctour of Dyvynytee. 1439 E. E. 
Wills 11882) 1 18, I woll that the maister of devenyte haue 
xx li. 1556 Chrotu Gr. Friars (Camden) 40 William Thurs- 
ton abbot of Fowntens and bachelar of devinite. .hongyd, 
heddyd and qwarterd. 1599 Shaks. Hen. V, 1. i. 38 Heare 
him but reason in Diuinitie. 1690 Locke Govt. 11. viii. 

§ 1 12 They never dream’d of Monarchy being Jure Divino 
. . till it was revealed to 11s in the Divinity of this last Age. 
1722 De Foe Moll Flanders (1840) 303 The ordinary of 
Newgate .. talked a little in his way, but all his divinity 
ran upon confessing my crime, as he called it. 1833 
Coleridge Table-t. 14 Mar., Divinity is essentially the 
first of the professions, because it is necessary for all at all 
times. ( 1849 Macaulay Hist. Eng. I. iv. 478 Three poor 
labouring men, deeply imbued with this unamiable divinity. 

b. Applied also to the theological systems of 
heathen nations or philosophers. 

1669 Gale Crt. Gentiles 1. 1. ii. i2_ Plato acknowlegeth 
that he received the .. choicest of his Divinitie from the 
Phenicians. 1754 Sherlock Disc. (1759) I. iv. 145 The 
Religion - and Divinity of the Vulgar in the Days of 
Heathenism, 1855 Milman Lai. Chr. (1864) II. iv. vii. 365 
He . . was versed in all the divinity of the Greeks. 
f5. * Divination i. Ohs. rare. 

1481 Caxton Myrr. 1. xiii. 39 By this Arte and science 
[Astronomye] were first emprysed .. alle other sciences of 
decrees and of dyuinyte. 1601 Holland Pliny I. 28 This 
diuinitie or fore-telling of Anaxagoras. 

6 . attrib. (esf. in reference to the Faculty of Di- 
vinity at the Universities^ as divinity act, book , 
chair, lecture, man, school, etc. ; divinity-calf 
( Bookbinding ), dark brown stained calf decorated 
with blin d stamping, without gilding : used for 
theological works. (Zaehnsdorf, Hist. Bookb. 

18950 

1548 Udall Erasm. Par. Pref. fR.) A full .library of all 
good diuinity-books. a 1555 Latimer "Serin, y Rem % (1845) 
291 We. .appointed you to appear before us. .in the divinity 
school, a place for disputations. 1641 ‘ Smectymnuus ’ A nsw, 
v. (1653) 22 Such as were able to preach, or keepe a Divi- 
nitie Act. 1670 Eachard Cont. Clergy 97 If a young 
divinity-intender has but got a sermon of his own or of his 
father’s he gets a qualification, <rx68o Hickeringill 
Whs. (1716) I. 79 The Tongues and Pens of the thriving 
Divinity-men. 1691-8 Norris Pract. Disc. (17 11) III. 
83 Acceptable . . from the Pulpit as from a Divinity- 
Chair. 1709 Hearne Collect. 6 Nov,, The Divinity- 
Bedell’s Staff. 1785 J. Trusler Mod. Times I. 138 A 
register office for parsons, a kind of divinity-shop , . for hiring 
of preachers. 1846: McCulloch Acc. Brit. Empire (1854) 
IL 341 Attendance on divinity lectures is requisite. 

Divi’nitysMp. [f. prec. + -ship.] 

1 . The status or personality of a divinity; deity- 
ship, godship. 

1689 Hickeringill Whs. (1716) II. 423 The Keys of the 
Church, to which he has as good right as your DJX 
Divinityship. 1788 Disinterested Love I. 19 Tis to her 
divinityship I pay my adoration. 1811 Shelley Let. to E. 
H itchener , Truth is my .God . . yours is reducible to the same 
simple Divinityship. 1834 L. Hunt Town (1858) 398 The 
first time hej Henry VII J } had discovered the possibility of 
such an impiety towards his barbarous divinityship. 


2 . Knowledge of or skill in divinity. 

1762 Sterne Tr. Shandy VI. xxxvi, Plato’s opinion, 
which with all his divinityship,— I hold to he damnable. 

Diviniza'tion. [f. next + -ation.] The ac- 
tion of divinizing, or condition of being divinized. 

2340 Mill Diss. q- Disc., Grecian Hist. (1859) I I. 310 The 
basis of th it was a bona fide personification and divinization 
of the occult causes of phenomena. 1873 M. Arnold Lit. 
fy Dogma (28 76) 38 The glorification and divinisation of this 
natural bent of mankind. 

Divi niz e (drvinaiz), v. [ad. F. diviniser (i6th~ 
17th c. in Hatz.-Darm.) to render divine, deify, f. 
divin Divine : see -ize.] 

1 . trans. To make or render divine ; to deify. 

2656 Blount Glossogr., Divinize , to make divine or 
heavenly, a 1743 A. M. Ramsay Nat. $ Rev. Relig. ir. 
401 (R.) The predestinarian doctors have divinized cruelty, 
wrath, fury, vengeance, and all the blackest vices. 2890 
Newell St. Patrick 70 He divinised the powers of nature 
because he feared them. 

f 2 . intr . To become divine ; to act as a divine 
being. Obs. rare. 

1685 GraciatTs Courtiers Orac. 163 By Divinizing, one 
gets Respect, by Humanizing, Contempt. 

Hence Drvinized ffl. a . ; Di vinizing vhl. sb. 
1837 Tail's Mag. IV. 459 This divinizing of * myself’ — 
this deification of the individual man. 1839 Bailey Festus 
(18541 164 The form Of Divinized humanity. 

Divi:no-poli*tieal, a. nonce-wd. Of or per- 
taining to divine polity. 

2668 H. More Div. Dial. v. x. (1713) 437 The meaning of 
Ezekiel’s Mercavah is not Physical, but Moral, Spiritual, cr 
Divino-political, if I may so speak. 1684-— An Answer 
241 The Divino-polirical sense of that Vision. 

Divis(e, obs. forms of Device, Devibe. 
t Divi'Se, sb. Obs. [a. OF. de-, divise, ad. late 
L. divisa (med.D. in Du Cange) division, boundary, 
fern. sb. from pa. pple. of dividere : see Devise, 
and cf. the town name Devizes , formerly * The De- 
vizes*, med.L. Divisse. ] Boundary ; //. bounds. 

c 2575 Balfour Practicks (1754V434 (Jam.) Divisis betwix 
sic landis pertening to sic ane man, on the ane part, and sic 
landis pertening to sic ane uther man on the uther part. 
Ibid. 438 Divises, meithis and merchis. 

+ Divi’se, <t. Obs. Also 5 de-. [ad. L. divis- 
us, pa. pple. of dividere to Divide : cf. OF. devis 
divided ] Divided ; separate, distinct. 

c 1420 Pallad. on Husb. iv. 416 In March orenge is sette 
in sondry wyse : Thai loveth lande that rare is and divise. 
2677 Gale Crt. Gentiles II. iv. 255 The Author of the Book. . 
[says] ‘ the name One is truely said o that which is indivise 
in it self and divise as to althmgs else V 
Hence f Divi*sely adv., separately (obs.). 
c 2449 Pecock Repr. in. xviii. 398 loyntli and deviseli. 
1552 Huloet, Diuisely, seorsum , seorsus , sefaralim. 

Divise?, obs. form of Deviser, Divisor. 
Divisibility (divizibrliti). [f. next + -ity ; 
cf. F. divisibility ( 15th c. in Godef. Suppl.).) 

1 . The quality of being divisible ; capacity of being 
divided into parts, or among a number of persons, 

1644 Digby Nat. Bodies 11, viii. (1645) 15 Divisibility, or 
a capacity to be divided into partes. 2691 Norris/ 'ract. 
Disc. 52 That endless . . Controversy concerning . . the infinite 
Divisibility of Quantity. 1710 Berkeley Princ. Hum. 
K-ncnvl. § 47 The infinite divisibility of Matter is now 
universally allowed. 1832. Lardner Pneumat. iii. 237 
Numerous physical analogies favour the conclusion, that 
the divisibility of matter has a limit. 

2 , Math. Capacity of being divided without re- 
mainder.. 

Divisible (divrzib 5 !), a. (sb) Also 6-7 de-. 
[ad. L. divisibil-is (Tertullian, 3rd c.), f. dims- 
ppl. stem of dividere to Divide: cf. F. divisible 
(Oresme, 14th c.).] Capable of being divided. 

1. Capable of being divided into parts (actually, 
or in thought) ; capable of being divided into 
kinds or classes, distinguishable ; capable of being 
divided or distributed among a number. 

1552 Huloet, Deuisible, or able to be parted or deuided, 
demduus. 2597 Hooker Eccl. Pol.y. Iv. § 7 In as much 
as that infinite word is not diuisible into parts, it could not 
in part, but must needs be wholly incarnate. 2665 Hooke 
Microgr. 2 Certainly the quantity or extension of any body 
may be divisible in infinitum , though perhaps not the 
matter. 2777 Priestley Matt. $ Spir. 12782) I. iii. 38 
Every particle of matter is infinitely divisible. 2881 Mivart 
Cat 14 The Cat’s entire frame is divisible into head, neck, 
trunk, tail, and limbs. && Law Times 106/2 The bene- 
ficial interest, .is to be divisible amongst the next of kin. 

2 . Math. Of a number or quantity : f a. To be 
divided ; forming the dividend (obs.). b. Capable 
of being divided without remainder (by). 

1579 Digges St rat iot. 9 The number divisible. 2709-29 
V. Mandey Syst. Math., Arith. 23 Because 4869 [i.e. 
44-8 + 64-9] make 27, a number divisible by 9, therefore 
also 4869 may be divided by 9. 1727-51 Chambers Cycl. 
s.v. Number, Primitive, or prime Number is that, which 
is only divisible by unity .. Compound ; Number is^ that 
divisible by some other number besides unity ; as 8, divisible 
by 4, and by 2. Mod. A number is divisible by 9 if the 
sum of its digits is divisible by 9. 
f B. sb. divisible body. Obs. 

2665 Glanvill Scepsis Sci. v. (R.), The composition of 
bodies, whether it be of divisibles or indivisibles. 

Hence DivLsibleness, divisibility ; Divi-gibly 
adv., in a divisible manner, so as to be divisible ; 
■f in small portions (obs.)* 

1558 Bp. Watson Sev. Sacram . vii. 40 Gods onely begotten 


sonne goeth into euery man diuisiblye that receyueth him. 
1649 Jer. Taylor Gt.Exemp. Ad Sect. v. § 7 'i’he use of 
reason comes at no definite time, but insensibly and divisibly. 
<22692 Boyle (J.), Naturalists disagree about., the in- 
definite divisibleness of matter. — Whs. I. 376 (R.) The 
divisibleness of nitre into fixed and volatile parts. 

Division (divi 3311). i 1 orms ; 4-0 devi-, divi- 
sxoun, etc. (with usual interchange of i and y, - on 
and -oun), 4 deveseorm, devyseonn, 5 Sc. dy- 
wysiown, 5-7 division©, 4- division. [ME, 
de-, divisioun, a. OF. devisiun , division, ad. L. 
division- em, n. of action f. dividere to Divide.] 

I. As an action or condition. 

1 . The action of dividing or state of being divided 
into parts or branches ; partition, severance. 

c 2374 Chaucer Booth, in. pr. xi. 77 (Camb. MS.) But fyr 
I fleet hj and refuseth alle deuysyon. Ibid. iii. pr. ix. [see 
Divide v. 2]. c 2400 Lanfranc’s Cirurg. 26 pese arteries 
ben deuydid many weies; whos dyuysiouns man mai nou^t 
conseyue hi his witt. 2559 W. Cunningham Cosmogr. 
Glasse 112 By. .the devision of th’ Earth into zones. _ 1601 
Shaks. Tivel. N. v. i. 229 How haue you made diuision of 
your selfe? 2634 Sir T. Herbert Trait. 13 6 Babylon .. 
there first hapned the division of Languages from one .. to 
seventie two. 2726 tr. Gregory's A stron . I. 237 The Division 
of Time into Hours, Days, and Weeks. 2840 Lardner 
Geom. ix. 109 Let the line., be divided into three parts, at 
C and D . .and, from the points of division C and D let per- 
pendiculars be drawn. 2875 Jowett Plato <ed. 2) III. 2 
The division into hooks . . is probably later than the age of 
Plato. 

b>. Separation, partition, parting. 

*535 Coverdale 2 Esdras vi. 42 To make a deuysion 
hetwixte the waters, that the one parte might remayne 
aboue, and. the other beneth. 1634 Massinger Very 
Woman ii. i. Plays (1868) 499/1 We may meet again, But 
death's division is for ever, friend. 2864 Tennyson Higher 
Pantheism 6 This weight of body and limb, Are they not 
sign and symbol of thy division from Him? 

C. Camb. Univ. The partition of the term into 
two halves ; the point of time at which the term is 
thus divided. 

2803 Gradits ad Cantab. s.v. Term-Trotters, young men 
who contrive to be in College the night before the division 
of the term, and out of it the morning after the close. 285a 
Bristed Eng. Uitiversily 63 After ‘division’ in the 
Michaelmas and Lent Terms, a student, who can assign 
a good plea for absence to the College authorities, may go 
down. . 1896 W. Aldis Wright in Letter, The division of 
term still marks a period for certain purposes. 

*j* d. * Methodical arrangement, disposition * 
(Schmidt). Obs. 

2604 Shaks. Oth. i. i. 23 A Fellow.. That neuer set a 
Squadron in the Field, Nor the deuision of a Battaile knowes 
More then a Spinster. 

2 . The action of distributing among a number ; 
distribution, partition, sharing. 

Division of labour, in Pol. Econ., the division of a process 
of manufacture or an employment into parts, each of which 
is performed by a particular person. 

c 1380 Wyclif 6 el. Whs. III. 342 God wolde suflfre no 
lenger he fend to regne oonli in 00 siche preest, but, for 
synne pat h«i hadden do, made devisioun amongis two. 
2484 Caxton Fables of FE sop 1. vi, It is not good to have 
partage and dyuysyon with hym which is ryche & myghty, 
*555 Eden Decades Contents (Arb.) 45 The debate and 
strife betwene the Spanyardes and Portugales for the diui- 
sion of the Indies. 2601 Shaks. Tivel. N. iii. iv. 280 lie 
make diuision of my present with you : Hold, there's halfe 
my Coffer, 1776 Adam Smith W. N. i. i. heading. Of the 
Division of Labour. The greatest improvement in the pro- 
ductive power of labour, and [etc.], .seem to have been the 
effect of tne division of labour. 2878 Jevons Prim. Pol. 
Econ. 33 Even in a single family there is division of labour: 
the husband ploughs, or cuts timber ; the wife cooks, man- 
ages the house, and spins or weaves ; the sons hunt or tend 
sheep ; the daughters employ themselves as milkmaids. 

t S. The action of distinguishing, or of perceiving 
or making a difference ; distinction. Obs. 

c 2398 Chaucer Fortune 33, 1 haue the tawht deuisyoun 
by-twene Frend of effect and frende of cowntenaunce. 
C2500 Lancelot .1648 That lustice be Elyk [=alike] With- 
out diuisione baith to pur and ryk. 2553 *1 ’. Wilson Rhet. 
4 b, The division is an openyngof thynges wherin we agree 
and rest upon, and wherein we stxcke, and stande in traverse. 
2612 Bible Exod. viii. 23, 1 will put a division between my 
people and thy people. 

4 . The fact of being divided in opinion, senti- 
ment, or interest; disagreement, variance, dissen- 
sion, discord ; an instance of this, a disagreement. 

*393 Gower Conf. III. 381 Division., many a noble 
worthy town.. Hath brought to great adversite. C1477 
Caxton Jason 71, I pray e you.. that ye kepe you from all 
dyuysion and roncour. 2526-34 Tindale Rom. xvi. 17 
Marke them which cause division . .and avoyde them. 2611 
Bible x Cor. xi. 18, I heare that there he diuisions [Wycl. 
& Geneva, dissensions] among you. 2665 Sir T. Herbert 
Trav. (1677) 190, A bone of division betwixt the Turk and 
Persian. 1712 W. Harrison in Swift’s Corr. 3 6 Dec., 
To sow division between us. 2847 Tennyson Princess 111. 
62 Betwixt these two Division smoulders hidden. 

5 . Math. a. The action or process of dividing 
one number or quantity by another, i.e. of finding 
how many times the latter is contained in the 
former, or, more generally, of finding a quantity 
(the quotient) which multiplied by the latter (the 
divisor ) will produce the former (the dividend ) ; 
the inverse of multiplication ; a rule or method for 
doing this. 

Long division (in Arith.\ the method usually adopted 
when the divisor is greater than 12, in which the products 
of the divisor by the several terms of the quotient are 
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successively set down and subtracted from the correspond- 
ing portions of the dividend. Short division : the method 
used when the divisor is 12 or less, in which the quotient 
is set down directly* without writing the successive pro- 
ducts. Compound V., Simple d. : see these words. Com- 
plementary, direct, and scratch d., ancient or obsolete 
methods of performing arithmetical division. 

c 1425 Craft Aombrynge lE.E.T.S.) 25 J?ou schalt deuide 
alle j?e nounbre {?at comes of J>e multiplicacion by j?e 
ne^er figures.. but 3et }>ou hast not \>e craft of dyuision. 
154a Record® GV. A ries 126 a, If you would prove Multi- 

f lycation, the surest way is by Dyuision. lin'd, ( 1575 ( 148 
)iuision is a distributing of a greater sumrae by the vnities 
of a lesser. Or Diuision is an Arithmetical! producing of a 
thirde number, .which, .shall so often eonteyne an vnit,_as 
the greater of the twoo propounded numbers doth containe 
the lesser. 3690 Leybourn Curs. Math. 18 The ways of 
performing Division are^ divers. 1706 W. Jones Syn. 
Palmar. Matheseos 25 Division is a Manifold Subduction ; 
or the taking of one Number.. out of another, as often as 
possible. 2823 H„ J. Brooke Introd. Crystallogr. 299 The 
division, .is effected by subtracting the logarithm of the 
latter fraction from that of the former. 

+ b. The process of ‘ dividing * a ratio, i.e. sub- 
stituting the difference of its terms for either of 
them. Obs. (Now expressed by dividendo : cf. 
Composition 5 c.) 

2695 Alingham Geom . Epit. 19 If A: B::C:D then by 
Division of reason it will be as A-B : B :: C-D : B. 1827 
Hutton Course Math. 1 . 325 The term Divided, or Division, 
here means subtracting, or parting ; being used in the sense 
opposed to compounding, or adding, in def. 86. _ 

6 . Logic y etc. The action of dividing into kinds 
or classes; separation of a genus into species, 
called substantial division , or division per se ; 
classification; esp. in scholastic logic, a rough 
kind of classification based on ordinary knowledge, 
not on methodical investigation. Also, less strictly, 

b. Enumeration of the parts of a whole, partition, 
called partible division . c. Distinction of the 
various significations of a term : called nominal 
division , in opposition to which the two preceding 
are also called real division. 

* 55 1 T. Wilson Logike (1567) 83 b, Euery man is either 
wastfufl or couetous . . This diuision is not good, for, many 
men offende in neither. 1597 Morley Introd. Mus. 
Annot, As for the diuision, Musicke is either speculatiue 
or practicall. 1636 Stanley Hist. Philos . V. J1701) 181/2 
Of Divisions, one is a distribution of the Genus into Species, 
and of the whole into parts ;. .Another is of a word into 
divers significations, when the same may be taken several 
ways. 1839 G. Bird Nat. Philos . 32 Absolute motion 
relative motion. .Besides these, there are some other divi- 
sions of motion, .fas] uniform., accelerated, .retarded.^ 1843 
Abp. Thomson Laws Th. lv. (i860) 82 Division is the 
enumeration of the various co-ordinate species of which 
a proximate genus is composed. 1864 Bowen Logic iv. 99 
Division resolves the Extension [of a Concept] into its con- 
stituent Genera and Species. 

f 7. Mus. The execution of a rapid melodic pas- 
sage, originally conceived as the dividing of each 
of a succession of long notes into several short 
ones ; such a passage itself, a florid phrase or piece 
of melody, a run ; esp. as a variation on, or accom- 
paniment to, a theme or 4 plain song *■ ; hence often 
nearly — Descant sb. Phr. To run division: to 
execute such a passage or variation ; also (cf. 
Descant v.) Obs. 

2589 R. Harvey PI. Perc. (1590) 2T Diuisions framde 
with such long discords, and not so much as a concord to 
end withall, argues a had eare. c 1592 Marlowe Jew of 
Malta iv. iv, That kiss again 1 She runs division of my 
lips 1596 Shaks. i Hen. IV, hi. i. 209 Ditties. .Sung by a 
faire Queene. .With ravishing Diuision to her Lute. 1628 
Ford Lover's Mel . 1. i, He could not run division with 
more art Upon his quaking instrument. 1674 Playford 
Skill Mus. it. 101 A Bass-Viol for Divisions must be of less 
size. 1737 Bracken Farriery Impr. (1756)!. 308 Time will 
not permit me to run Divisions upon each of the Symptoms. 
1779 Sheridan Critic 1. i. Signoras, .gargling glib divisions 
in their outlandish throats. 1840 Penny Cyct XVI. 21/2 
s.v. Music, In the fine chorus . . when the line ‘ Hark ! 
how the thuud 'ring giant roars ’ occurs, he makes the bases 
roar in a long division, till they nearly gasp for breath. 

Jig. Variation, modulation. Obs. 

1605 Shaks. Mach. iv. iii. 96 The King-becoming Graces 
. . I haue no rellish of them, but abound In the diuision of 
each seuerall Crime, Acting it many wayes. 

8 . The separating of the members of a legislative 
body, etc. into two groups, in order to count their 
votes ; in the British blouses of Parliament effected 
by their passing into separate lobbies, the numbers 
on each side being- counted by tellers. 

2620 JrnL Ho. Com. 13 Feb. I. 520 Question whether the 
I or Noe to go out The Noe yielded, before Division of 
the House. 1771 Genii. Mag. XLI. 103 The Minority on 
the division was 101. 1794 Ibid. LXIV. n.yzy^The question 
. .was then put and negatived without a division, 2872 M. 
Coluns Mrq. <5- Merck. II. iv. 115 He was in every 
division, and sat out every debate. 

II. What produces, or is produced by, dividing, 

9. Something that divides or marks separation ; 
a dividing line or mark ; a graduated scale (quot. 
1669) ; a boundary ; a partition. 

c 1391 Chaucer Astral. 1. § 19 Thise same strikes or diui- 
stounsbeneleped Azymuthz. And they deuyden the Orisonte 
of thin astrelabie in 24 deuisiouns. 1559 W. Cunningham 
Cosmogr. Glasse 6 Noting and observing certaine divisions, 
answering unto .v» principal! paralelles. 1669 Stormy 
Manner's Mag. v. 76 On one side the slit you must place 
a Division of Inches, and every Inch into 10 Parts Divided/ 
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17x5 Desaguliers Fires Impr. 51 The Funnel. . shou'd have 
several divisions to cut the Wind. 1797 Monthly Mag, III. 
144 A moveable circle, on which are engraved divisions 
respecting the periodical revolution of the moom 

10. One of the parts into which anything is or 
may be divided ; a portion, section. 

By the J udicature Act of 1873, the Courts of King’s (Queen’s) 
Bench, Common Pleas, Chancery, etc., became ‘divisions of 
the High Court of Justice, e. g. Chancery Division, Kings 
Bench Division, Probate and Admiralty Division. . 

4*1374 Chaucer Compl. Mars 273 To yow hardy knyghtis 
of renoun, Syn that ye be of my deuisioun. 2383 Wyclif 
2 Citron, xxxi. 2 Ezeehias. .sette p rest is companyes and 
Levytis bi their devysiouns, echone in propre office. 1577 
B. Googe Hcresbach's Husb. 1. (1586)35 *>, The leafe jagged 
in five divisions like a starre. 171* Addison Spect.No. 225 
p 5 If we look into particular Communities and Divisions of 
Men., it is the discreet Man., who guides the Conversation. 
17x9 Swift To Yng . Clergyman Wks.. 1755 1 1 ; ™ desir- 
ing you to express the heads of your divisions m as few and 
clear words as you possibly can. 2840 Penny Cycl. XVIII, 
335/2 The total number of the [metropolitan police] force is 
3486, who are placed in divisions, each division being em- 
ployed in a distinct district. 1865 W. L. C. Etomana vu. 
1x7 Forms, or divisions, as they are termed at Etoiv.^ 1874 
Deutsch Rem. 265 Our document contains six principal 
divisions. 

b. spec. A portion of a country, territory, county, 
district, etc., as marked off for some political, mili- 
tary, administrative, judicial, or other purpose ; 
e.g. the parliamentary or petty sessional divisions 
of the counties of the United Kingdom, the mili- 
tary divisions of the United States ; the admini- 
strative divisions o f the presidencies (except Madras) 
and provinces of British India, presided over by a 
commissioner, and subdivided into t districts \ 

1640-1 Kirkcndbr. War-Comm. Min. Bk. (1855) 73 The 
Committie ordaines that everie captaine, within this diyi- 
sione, bring in all the runawayes to the next Committie 
day. 1709 Luttrell Brief Rel. (1857) VI. 463 The con- 
stable, .was out of his division. 1778 fng- Gazetteer (ed. 2) 
s. v. Truro , The quarter-sessions for its S. and W. divisions 
being generally held here. x8oa Brookes Gazeteer (td. 12), 
Kesteven , one of the three divisions of Lincolnshire. 1835 
Penny Cycl. IV. 479/2 ( Blackburn ) A sort of supreme 
authority is vested in two officers . . called high-constables, 
one for the higher and the other for the lower division of the 
hundred. 1837 Ibid. VIII, 456/2 ( Devonshire ) The county 
is divided into two parts for the purpose of parliamentary 
representation J each division sends two members. x88i 
Imp. Gaz. India I. 531 Benares— a Division under a Com- 
missioner in the North Western Provinces comprising the 
six Districts of Azamgarh, [etc.]. 1895 Oxford Direct ., 
Oxford, the capital of and a polling place for the Mid division 
of the county, .is locally in the hundred and petty sessional 
division of Bullingdon. 

c. Mil . and Naut. A portion of an army or fleet, 
consisting of a definite number of troops or vessels, 
under one commanding officer ; also applied to a 
definite portion of a squadron or battalion (see 
quots.) ; also, a portion of a ship’s company ap- 
propriated to a particular service. 

1597 Shaks. 2 Hen. IV, 1. iii. 70 His diuisions . . Are in 
three Heads: one Power against the French, And one 
against Glendower : Perforce a third Must take vp vs. 1623 
Bingham Xenophon 108 When day-light appeared, euery 
Coronell led his Diuision or Regiment to a village. _ 1730-6 
Bailey (folio), Division tin Mar it. Affairs) the third part 
of a naval army or fleet, or of one of the squadrons therof 
under a general officer. 1796 Instr. # Reg. Cavalry 1 
Each Squadron is to be tola off— by Half squadrons. Four 
divisions. Eight sub-divisions. x8io Wellington in Gurw. 
Desp. VI. 79 An army composed of divisions. 1832 ReguL 
Instr. Cavalry in. 45 Division —I n its strict sense, the fourth 
part of a Squadron. Divisions are numbered 1st, 2d, 3d, and 
4th from the right. 1867 Smyth Sailor * s IVord-bk ,, Divi- 
sion, a select number of ships in a fleet or squadron dis- 
tinguished by a particular flag, pendant, or vane. 1879 
Cassells Teckn. Rduc. IV. 320 Two or three battalions are 
usually formed into a brigade, two brigades into a division. 

d. Nat. Hist. A section of a larger group in 
classification : used widely of groups of higher or 
lower grade, as the divisions of a kingdom, class, 
order, family, or genus. 

2833 Penny Cycl. I. 501/2 Cuvier., laid down the following 
general table of the animal kingdom: Four divisions : Verte- 
brated animals. Molluscous animals [etc.]. 1857 Henfkey 
Bot. n. ii. 203 Jussieu established his primary divisions 
of the Vegetable Kingdom on characters which., define 
really natural groups.. On these characters stood the three 
divisions, Acotyledans, Monocotyledons y and Dicotyledons. 
Ibid. 11. iii. 218 Subkingdom I. Phanerogamia. .Division I. 
A ngiospermia. 1888 Rolleston & Jackson Anim. Life 
359 Amniota. .Three classes are included in this division of 
Vertebrata, the Mammalia, Xves, and Reptilia. 
f 11. Mus. A florid melodic passage : see 7 . Obs. 
III. 12. attrib. and Comb., as division- bell, 
-list, -lobby (sense 8 ), -maker, -making y etc. ; divi- 
sion-mark (Mus.), a slur enclosing a numeral, 
placed over or under a group of notes not in the 
ordinary rhythm of the piece, (e.g. a triplet), and 
showing the number of notes ; division-plate (see 
quot. 1874 ) » t division- viol, a smaller kind of 
‘ bass-viol adapted for playing 4 divisions* (sense 
7 ) ; the same as viola da gamba (obs.). 

1530 Palsgh. 408 Nouther the erthe nor the Gaulles suffre 
nothyng by this devysion makyng. 1656 Wood Life (Oxf. 
Hist. Soc.) I. 208 J. Procter.. was a rare musicion, especial! 
for the Lyra violl and also for the division violl. 2667 C. 
Simpson {title) The Division-Viol ; or the Art of playing 
extempore upon a Ground. 1843 Carlyle Past Pr. ii. ix. 
(184511x9 Parliamentary traditions, division lists, elecrion- 
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funds, 1874 Knight Diet. Mecfu, Division-plate, the disk 
or wheel in the gear-cutting lathe, which is pierced with 
various circular systems of holes ; each circle represents the 
divisions of a circumference into a given number of parts. 
1880 Stainer & Barrett Diet. Mus. Terms, Division viol, 
a violin with frets upon the finger-board. 2894 Times 1 Oct. 
6/1 Brigade drill, five days ; division drill and manoeuvres^ 
four and a half days. 

Hence Divi'sionist, one who favours or advo- 
cates division ; Divi’sionless a., without divisions, 
(in quot., Not taking part in a division)* 

1884 McCarthy Eng> under Gladstone ii. 37 A youthful 
ambition to be divisionless. XS89 Columbus (Ohio) Disp. 
15 Jan., The divisionists are embarrassed by the absence 
from the house .. of [three members] in favour of division. 

Divisional (divi-gsnal), a. (sb.) [see - ai,.] 

1. Of the nature of division; pertaining to, or 
serving for, division ; characterized by division. 

1738 A. Hill Let. to Ld. Bolingbroke 31 July, Wks. 1753 
I. 289 Let this divisional contract between us support, and 
encourage a correspondence. 1796 Morse Amer. Geog. I. 
447 The divisional line between Connecticut and Massa- 
chusetts. 1830 Lyell Princ. Geol. (1 875) II. in. xlviii. 575 
A divisional structure, like that, .derived from plates of 
mica. 1839 Bailey Pest us (1854) 172 Time is divisional; 
eternity, all unitive. 1861 Craik Hist, Eng. Lit. I, 260 
Separated by a point, or other divisional mark. 

b. Of a lower denomination which exactly di- 
vides 5 or measures the higher; fractional; forming 
an aliquot part of the standard. Also as sb. an 
aliquot part, a submultiple. 

2826 Bentham in JVestm . Review VI. 504 Successive 
divisional operations, performed upon the same integral 
subject-matter. 1880 Libr. Univ. Knowl. (N. Y.) IX. 764 
Prefixing the Greek words . . for multiples, and the Latin deer, 
centi, and ntilli for divisionals. 1892 Daily News 5 Sept. 
5/1 A new issue of divisional money is contemplated. 

2. Of or belonging to a division, section, or por- 
tion: see Division 10 . 

1845 Stocqueler Handbk. Brit. India (1854) 296 Wattair, 
a military station, the head-quarters of the divisional com- 
mand. 1846 Grote Greece 1. xviii. II. 17 A population., 
without any special and recognised names either aggregate 
or divisional. 2875 Kinglake Crimea (1877) V. i. 95 The 
divisional commander and his brigadier. 2896 Times 
(weekly ed.) 17 Apr. 292/2 The police divisional surgeon. 

Hence Divisionally adv., in relation to division, 
or to a division. 

2873 Daily ’ News 2 6 Aug., To accustom themselves and 
their respective commands to work divisionally. 1887 Lecky 
Ping, in 18 th C. VI. xxv. 580 Throwing the greatest part of 
the borough representation into the counties, collectively or 
divisionally. 

Divrsionary, a. rare. [f. Division + -art L] 
= Divisional. 

1815 Q. Rev. (F. Hall). 1828 in Webster. 1858 G.P. 
Scrope Geol. etc. France (ed. 2) 271 The three chief modifi- 
cations of divisionary structure. 1891 Times 30 Dec. 3/5 
Silver can serve all the purposes of the divisionary money, 
f Divi*sionate, v. Obs. nonce- wd. [f. as prec. 
+ -ate3.] irans. To make division of, divide. 
1x1586 Sidney Wanstead Play Wks. (2674) 622 (D.) 
[Pedantic schoolmaster speaking] First, you must divisionate 
your point [of argument], quasi you should cut a chees into 
two particles . . which must also be sub-divisionated into 
three equal species. 

t Bivi'sioner. Obs. [f. as prec. + -erI i.] 
One who makes a division. 

1616 R. Sheldon Miracles Antickr. i8x (T.)The divisioner, 
which was Freeman the Ignatian, and the other priests, 
thought that I knew nothing of the grand present. 
Divisive (divorsiv), a. [f. L. type *dfvmv-us, 
f. divis- : see Divise and -ive. Cf. F. devisif -ive 
( 16 th c. in Hatz.-Darm.).] 

1. Having the quality or function of dividing ; 
causing or expressing division or distribution; 
making or perceiving distinctions, analytical. 

1603 Holland Plutarch's Mor. 1341 Dualitie, which is 
a divisive nature, a 2638 Mede Treat. Daniels Weeks 
Wks. hi. (1672) 700 The Hebrews want those numbers which 
the Grammarians call Distributive or Divisive, Terni, qua- 
femi , quint .. &c. 2659 Stanley Hist. Philos . III. hi. 82 
The common Sciences, as the demonstrative, the definitive, 
the divisive, a 168 8 Cudworth Immut. Mor. iv. iii. (R.) 
With its subtle divisive power. 2832 Carlyle Schiller 
Misc. Ess. 1872 III. no As the one spirit was intuitive, 
all-embracing, .so the other was scholastic, divisive. 

2. Producing or tending to division, disunion, 
dissension, or discord. 

2642 Declar. Lords % Com. to Gen. Ass. Ch. Scot., Lond. 
xt Divisive motions against the Course of Reformation, 
2649 Milton Observ. Art. Peace, Belfast Presbyt. Wks. 
(1847) 261/1 Broachers of national and divisive motions. 
1653 Baxter Chr. Concord 6 We are not so unconscionably 
seifeonceited or divisive, as to think we must.. reject sill 
those . .that differ, .from, us. 1721 Act of G ml, A ssembly 
of Ch. o/Scotl. (Subscription Formula, Question 6) Do you 
promise that you shall follow no divisive courses from the 
present establishment of the Church? 1829 Carlyle 
Voltaire, Misc. (1872) II. 147 Vanity is of a divisive, not 
of a uniting nature. 

Hence Divi'sively adv., in a divisive manner, by 
way of division ; Divi'siveness, the quality of 
being divisive, tendency to divide or split up. 

a 1600 Hooker Eccl. Pol. vm. iv. Jr 6 Kings . . are in 
authority over the Church, if not collectively, yet divisively 
understood ; that is over each particular person within that 
Church. 2602 Warner A lb. Eng. Epit. ( 1612) 353 Seuerall 
parts or Colonies, held, deuisiuely, by seauenteene different 
peoples. 2837 Carlyle Fr. Rev. III. iil i. (1872) xoo^ So 
invincible is man’s tendency to unite, with all the invincible 
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divisiveness he has ! 1887 Pall Mall G. 29 Oct. 2/a This, | 
surely, of all times is not the hour for divisiveness. Every i 
soldier is wanted.. Every voice calls for union. 

Divisor (cli vdrzai). Also 5 -er, -our. [ad. 
divlsor-em, agent-n. from dividers to Divide; 
perh. in early instances a. F. diviseur (15th c. in 
Hatz.-Darm.).] ■ 

; I. "Math . A number or quantity by which another 
is to be divided. (Correlative to Dividend.) 

c 1430 Art Nombrynge (E.E.T.S.) 12 The last figure of be 
norabre of the dy vyser. Ibid., Y f it happe . . j>at )?e last of the 
divisor may not so oft be withdraw of the figure above his 
hede. 14.. Mann. § Htrnsch. Exp. 439, clx. roddes is 
one acre ; wher fore he must ever be your devysour. 1674 

i EAKE A rith. (1696) 30 This Remain is always less than the 
»i visor. 1806 Hutton Course Math. I. 64 Division of 
Vulgar Fractions.. invert the terms of the divisor, and 
multiply the dividend by it. 

b. A number or quantity that divides another 
exactly; a measure, factor. 

Common divisor, a number or quantity that divides each 
of two or more numbers or quantities without a remainder; 
ss common measure or factor. _ 

1557 Record* Whetst. G ij b, ^ Take any twoo square 
nombers, that will adrhitte one diuisor. 1858 Todhunter 
Algebra vi. §106^ The term greatest common measure is 
not very appropriate in Algebra .. It would be better to 
speak of the highest common divisor or of the highest 
common measure . 1859 Barn. Smith Algebra (ed. 6) 290 
The Highest Common Divisor of the expressions, attrib. 
1817 Colebrooke Algebra 229 The divisor quantity, 
f 2 . One who divides ; a person appointed to di- 
vide property. Ohs. rare. 

1342 Richmond. Wills (Surtees) 31 The iiij men divisores 
and prycers of this forsayd Inventory. 

Diviso'rial, a. rare. [f. as next 4 - -al.] Char- 
acterized by dividing. 

1882 Elwes tr. Capello <$- Ivens* Benguella II. vii. 148 
The divisorial line of the waters of the two rivers. 

Bivisory (dmi-zonl, a. [ad. med. or mod.L. 
divisor fus r f. divisor : see above and -OR.Y.] Per- 
taining to division or distribution among a number. 

1614 Raleigh Hist. World 11. xvi. § 2. 467 Diuers sorts 
of lots.. as in the diuision of grounds or honours ; and in 
thinges to be vnder-taken : the two first kindes were called 
diuisorie; the third diumatorie. 1656 Fuller Notes 
on Jonah (1657) 39 Lots were of three natures, i n . divina- 
torie, 2 nd . Divisorie, 3 dl . v . consultory. 1710 Brit. Apollo 
III. No. 65. 1/2. 1880 Muirhead Gains Digest 442 The 
divisor y actions were the a. familiae erciscundae for par- 
titioning an inheritance, commune dividundo for dividing 
common property, and fininm regundorum for settling 
boundaries. 1883 Lorenz tr. Van der K esse Is Select Thesis 
ccclxi, In divisory contracts made, .between a surviving 
parent and the relatives of the ward. 

f Divi*tiate, v. Obs. [f. L. divitise riches 4> 
-atb 3 .] trans. To enrich. 

1627 Feltham Resolves 1. Ixxiv, Not possession, hut use 
divitiates a man more truely. 1636 in Blount Glossogr. 

t Biviticrsity. Obs. - 0 [ad. med.L. diviti - 
dsilds, f. divitiosus abounding in riches : see -ity.] 

* Abundance of riches ’ (Blount Glossogr. 1656). 
Divitism (darvitiz’m). nonce-wd. [f. L. divit- 
(divcs) rich + -ism.] The condition of being rich. 

1890 Contemp . Rev. Mar. 230 Pauperism and divitism, 
would disappear. 

Bivoit, obs. Sc. form of Devout. 

Bivalve, erroneous form of Devolve v. 
Divorce (div 5 »\is), sb. Also 4-5 de-, dy-, di- 
vors, 4-6 de-, dyvorse, 4-7 devorce, 5 devourse, 
5-7 divorse, 6 dyvorce. [a. F. divorce (14th 
c. in Hatz.-Darm.) = It. divorzio, Sp., Pg. divordo 
:—L. divortiu-m (diverlium) separation, dissolution 
of marriage by consent, n. of action f. divertere 
(earlier divortire) to turn aside, spec, of a woman, 
to separate from or leave her husband.] 

1 . Legal dissolution of marriage by a court or 
other competent body, or according to forms re- 
cognized in the country, nation, or tribe. 

Formerly and still often (e.g. historically or anthropologi- 
cally) used in the widest sense ; hence, including the 
formal putting away of, or separation from, a spouse by a 
heathen or barbarian ; the pronouncing a marriage to have 
been invalid from the beginning owing to fraud, or to legal, 
canonical, or physical incapacity of the parties, as in the 
‘divorce’ of Henry VIII from Catherine (now called in 
English Law decree of nullity), and the ‘ divorce a mensa 
et thorp'' (from bed and board), long the only ‘ divorce * 
recognized by English law, but now, since 1837, called 
‘judicial^ separation*. But, m strict legal use,. now applied 
in English-speaking countries only to the dissolution by 
decree of court of what was in itself a legal marriage, upon 
grounds sanctioned by the law, and upon evidence accepted 
by theeourt. 

*377 Langl. P. PI. B. ii. 175 Owre synne to suffre, as 
auoutrie and deuo[r]ses. 1393 Ibid. C. xxm. 139 He made 
l’eel matrimonye Departe er de)r come and a deuors shupte. 
cx\oo Apol. Loll. 72 Be ivare of making of mariagis. Sc of 
diuorsis or dipartingis. 1520 CaxioiPs Chron. Eng. mi. 
80/ x In the same yere was made a dyvorce bytwene the 
kynge of Fraunce and the queue his wyfe. x6xx Bible 
Jer. iii. 8, I had put her away and giuen. her a bill of 
diuorce. 1613 Shaks. Hen. VIII, iii. ii. 31 The Cardinall 
did intreat his Holinesse To stay the ludgement o’th’Di- 
uorce. _ 1709 Addison Taller No. 20 ? 2 A Method of 
obtaining a Divorce from a Marriage, which I know the 
Law will pronounce void. 1765-9 Blackstone Comm. 
(*793) 559 in cases of total divorce, the marriage is declared 
null, as having been absolutely unlawful ab initio .. for 
which reason, .no divorce can be obtained, but during the 
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lfo of the parties. 1893 Earl Dunmore Pamirs I. 337 
This, .widow marries the first man that takes her lancy : as 
..she can get a divorce for the modest sum of threepence- 
halfpenny. 

2 . trans/.. and fig. Complete separation; dis- 
union of things closely united. 

c 1380 Wyclif Strut. Sel. Wks. I. 26 Anticrist ha]? so 
weddid J>es goodis wij? preestis bat noon may make jris 
dyvors. c 1450 St. Cuihbert .Surtees) 4773 Bischope Ear- 
dulphe. .To j>e blisse of heuen wende, Fra bis vverlde made 
deuorse. c 1532 Dewes Inirod. Er. in Palsgr. 1050 To 
suffre devorce or departyng betwene his soule and his body. 
1599 Shaks. Hen. V, v. ii. 394 To make diuorce of their in- 
corporate League. 1680 Boyle Scept. Ckem. 1. 41 Without 
..having their coherence violated by the divorce of their 
associated parts. 1726 Ayuffe Parergan xio Tis hard to 
make a Divorce between things that are so near in Nature 
to each other, as being convertible Terms. 1852 H. Rogers 
Eel . Faith (1853) 304 The divorce between the * spiritual 
faculties* and the intellect, .is impossible. 

+ 3 . That which causes divorce or separation. 

1392 Shaks. Ven. <5* Ad. 932 Hateful divorce of love*, 
—thus chides she Death. 1607 — Timon iy, iii. 382 [To 
the Gold] O thou sweete King-killer, and deare diuorce 
Twixt natnrall Sun ne and sire. 

4 . attrib., as divorce-court, etc. 
a 1806 Horsley ^/. Adultery Bill (R.\ Expatiating., 
upon, .the perversion as well as the abuse of many divorce- 
bills which had passed the legislature. 1837 Penny CycL 
IX. 40/1 Divorce bills have not improperly been called the 
privilege of the rich. 1891 Lam Times XCXI. 104/2 A point 
of Divorce law and practice. 

Divorce (div 5 »Ms), v. Forms : see prec. [a. 
F. divorce-r (14th c. in Hatz.-Darm.) med.L. 
divartidre to dissolve a marriage (Du Cange), f. L. 
divortium : see prec.] 

1 . trails. To dissolve the marriage contract be- 
tween (husband and wife) by process of law; to 
separate by divorce from. 

1494 Fabyan Chron. v. cxiii. 86 The Kynge.. sayde if 
were true, she shuld frome hym be deuorcyd. 1536 
Wriothesley Chron. (1875) I. 41 The King was divorced 
from his wife Queene Anne. 1556 Chron. Gr. Briars 
(Camden) 70 The byshoppe of Wynchestec that was than 
was devorsyd from hys wyffe in Powlles, the whyche was a 
bucheres wyfF of Nottynggam, and gave hare husbande a 
sartyne mony a yere dureynge hys lyffe. 1613 Shaks. 
Hen. VIII , iv. L 32 By the maine assent Of all these 
Learned men, she was diuorc’d, And the late Marriage 
made of none effect, a 1734 North Exam. 11. iv. § 37 
(1740)260 When that extraordinary Law passed, to divorce 
the JEarl of Ross from his Wife. 1771 Hookb A’wx. Hist. 
xi. iv, Scribonia was divorced from, him [Octavius] the very 
day she was brought to bed of the famous Julia. 

b. refit. 

1593 Shaks. 3 Hen. VI, 1. 1. 247, I here diuorce my selfe, 
Both from thy Table, Henry, and thv Bed. x886 F. M. 
Crawford Lonely^ Parish xiv, Mrs. G. . .seemed never to 
have thought of divorcing herself from her husband. 

c. intr. (for refit.) 

1643 Milton Divorce 1. iv, The reasons which now move 
him to divorce, are equal to> the best of those that could first 
warrant him to marry, a 1649 Drumm. of Hawth. Hist. 
Jas. V, Wks. (1711) 100 King Henry, impatient of delays 
and amorous, divorceth from his own queen, and marrieth 
Anne ISullen. 1873 Postk Gains 1. Comm. (ed. 2) 1x6 
Justinian enacted that a man or a woman who divorced 
without a cause should retire to a cloister. 

2 . trans. To put away (a spouse) ; to repudiate, 

1387 [see Divorcing below]. 1526-34 Tindale Matt. v. 

32 Whosoever maryeth her that is devorsed breaketh wed- 
Iocke. c 1550 Cheke Matt. v. 31 Whosoever divorceth his 
wife let him. give her a diuorsment bil. a 1656 Bp. Hall 
Rem. Whs. (1660) x6i Another allows a man to divorce that 
wife he hath upon sleight occasions, and to take another. 
1771 Hooke Rom. Hist. Index, Antony. . divorces his wife, 
and marries Ful via. .Declares Cleopatra his wife. Divorces 
Octavia. 1837 Penny Cycl. IX. 40/1 By the Mohammedan 
law a man may divorce his wife orally and without any 
ceremony. .He may divorce her twice, and take her again 
without her consent ; but if lm divorce her a third time . .he 
cannot receive her again until she has been married and 
divorced by another husband. 

3 . To dissolve (a marriage or union), arch. 

1580 Sidney Arcadia iii. Wks. 1724 II. 545 The cruel 

villain forced the sword, .to. divorce the fair marriage of the 
head and body. 1643 Milton Divorce 1. x. An unlawful 
marriage may be lawfully divorced. 1873 Browning Red 
Cott. Nt.-Cap 243 When death divorces such a fellowship. 

4 . fig. To separate ; to sever, cut off, part. 

1430 Lydg. Chron. Troy n. xx, Howe his goste and he 
were deuorced. 1570-6 Lambakde Peramb. Kent (1826) 89 
It was sometime divorced from the continent by a water. 
X594 Hooker Reel. Pol. 11. v. & 5 Were it consonant vnto 
reason to diuorce these two sentences 1 1659 L, Harris 
ParivaPs Iron Age 29 The King divorced himself from the 
Church of Rome. 1784 Cowper Task 1. 74S Till . . knees 
and hassccks are well nigh divorced. 1871 Tyndall 
Fragm. Sc. (1879) II. ix. 192 Divorced from matter, where 
is life ? . v -'v .' 

f b. intr. (for refill) Obs. 

1687 Dryden Hind <$- P. in. 205 Divorcing from the 
Church to wed the dame. 

5 . trans. fig. To put away, remove, dispel; to 
repudiate. 

a 1592 Marlowe & Nashe Dido in. ii, Fair queen, of love, 
I will divorce these doubts. 1393 Shaks. Rick. II, v. iv. 9 
The man That would diuorce this terror from my heart. 
1675 tr. MachiavellPs Prince xii. (Rtldg. 1883) 77 In time 
of peace they [mercenaries] divorce you. 17x3 Blackmork. 
Creation vi, The pipe distinguished by its gristly rings To 
cherish life aerial pasture brings, Which the soft-breathing; 
lungs with gentle force Constant embrace by turns, by turns 
divorce. 1865 Swinburne Poems 4- Ball., Rococo 30 Say 
March may we<$ September And time divorce regret. 


DIVOT, 

Hence Divorced fipl. a. ; ■ Diyo'reingf vbl. sb. - 
1387 Trevisa Higden (Rolls'! VII. 139 Guynuld. .gaf to 
her housbonde a perpetuel dyvorsynge and forsakynge. 1535 
Cover dale Lev. xxi 14 No wedowe, ner deuorsed, ner 
defyled . . but a virgin of his awne people shal he take to 
wife, 1642 Milton A pal Smeci. xi. Wks. (1847) 95 1 Why 
do we not say as to a divors’t wife. 1645 — Tcirach. Deut. 
xxiv. 1-2, The divorcing, of an Israelitish woman was as 
easy by the law as the divorcing of a stranger. 1861 M rs. 

H. Wood East Lynne n. xi, To marry a divorced woman. 

BivorceaMe (divda Jsabl). a. In 7 divorci- 
ble. [f. Divorce v. + -able.] Capable of being 
divorced; liable to divorce. 

1643 Milton Colast. Wks. (1847) 229/2 _ It can be no 
human society, and so not without reason divorcible. *737 
Stackhouse Hist. Bible, N. T. 11765) V. in. 336 note , if 
she found not grace In her husband's eyes, she was divorce- 
able. 18x3 Byron in Moore Life ( x 8 66) 215 Lady — and 
her daughter Lady — both divorceable. 

Divorcee (divoousr)* [f. Divorce v. + -ee. 
But generally used in the Fr. forms divored masc., 
divorcee fem. (fiivoise), pa. pple. used subst. of di- 
vorcer to divorce.] A divorced person. 

1813 Mar. Edgeworth Patron. (1833) I. 71 (Stanf.) The 
mother was a divorcee. 1877 Reade Woman Haler ii. 
(1883) 13 (Stanf. t He was now a dh force. 1880 Daily Nevis 
x Oct. 6/1 The Church would .. refuse to sanction . . any 
civil marriage between, divorcees and co-respondents. 1884 
Mrs. C. Praed Zero xviii. Divorcees were in the ascendant. 

Bivo*rceless, a. nonce- wd. [f. Divorce sb. 
4 -less.] Not practising or liable to divorce. 

1823 Coleridge Aids Reft. Aph. xxxvi. (1848) I. 86 Con- 
template the filial and loyal Bee ; the home-building, wedded, 
and divorceless Swallow. 

Divorcement \divo*\ismeiit). [f. Divorce v. 

+ -,MENT.] 

1 . The action of divorcing, or the fact of being 
divorced ; dissolution of the marriage tie ; divorce. 

1526-34 Tindale Matt. v. 31 Let hym geue her a testy- 
monyai) also of the devorcement [e 1550 Cheke diuors- 
ment bill ; x6xx a writing of diuorcement]. 1568 Grafton 
Chron. II. 96 A devorcement was made, betwene king 
John and Avis his wife. 1627 Si-eed England, Ireland 

I. § 18 Their wiues were many, by reason of diuorcements, 
1702 Echard Eccl. Hist. (17x0V 494 She procured a divorce- 
ment from him. 1823 J. D. Hunter Captivity N. A mer. 
23 x Marriage, widowhood, polygamy, divorcements. 

2 . The severance of any close relation ; complete 
separation. 

1351 T. Wilson Logihe (1567) 21b, How then canst thou 
make a diuorsment, betwixte honestie and profite? 1593 
R. Harvey Philad. Ded. 2 Diuorcement of heartes. 1822 
Byron Werner iv. i. 331 After twelve years divorcement 
from my parents. 1894 The Voice (N. Y.) 24 May, The 
eternal divorcement of church and saloon is., approaching. 

Divorcer (div6»*jsai). [f. as prec. + -er 1 .] 

1 . a. One who divorces or puts away iu legal 
form a wife or husband, b. Oue who or that 
which divorces or separates husband and wife. 

1613 Drumm. of Hawth. Cypress Grove (J.), Death is the 
violent estranger of acquaintance, the eternal divorcer of 
marriage. 1644 Milton Jdgm. Bucer (1851) 318 They 
think it follows that second marriage is in no case to be 
permitted either to the Divorcer, or to the Divorced. 1831 
Carlyle in Froude Life II. 189 Rutherford sate also within 
the ring with Dr. Lushington uhe divorcer). 

2 . fig. One who or that which severs or parts per- 
sons or things closely united. 

c j6xx Chapman Iliad xvi. 759 Patrocl us . . was from his own 
[life] divorced, And thus his great divorcer braved : [etc ]. 
1822 Lamb Elia Ser. 1. Distant Carr., Since then the old 
divorcer [death] has been busy. 1837 Hood Hero & Leander 
xviii, That cold divorcer will be twixt them still. 

Bivorcive (divoeusiv), a. Also -sive. [f. as 
prec. + -IVE. j Causing or leading to divorce. 

1643 Milton Divorce 1. 1, The grave and pious reasons of 
this divorsive Law. Ibid. n. xviii 11758) Bivorcive Adultery. 

T Divor*ey, divo*rcie. Obs. [ad. L. dmorti-um , 
med.L. divorci-um : see above.] = Divorce sb. 

1365 Cdl. Allen in Fulke Confut. Purg. (1577) 12 Often 
diuorcies, and perpetual! change for nouelty. Ibid. 15. , 

f Dive rsion. Sc. Obs . rare. [f. med.il di- 
vortion-cm, n. of action f. divot fere, divertere : see 
Divorce sb.] Divorcing, Djvorce. 

1596 Dalrymple tr; Leslies Hist. Scot. ix. 205 Anent the 
controuersie of diuorsioun and pairteng betueae him and her. 

t DivO'rt, v. Obs. rare. [ad. L. dlvort-ere , 
archaic var. of divertere to turn aside ; cf. Divorce 
sb.] intr , To turn away, separate ( from a spouse). 

*38 X Nuce Seneca's Octavia l iv, She causeth Make 
from spouse for to divort. 

Divot (di'vot), sb: Sc. and north, dial. Forms : 
6 dififat, -et, devait, (do vet) , 7-8 devot, 7-9 
divet (7 divott, 8 diviot), 7- divot. 

A slice of earth with the grass growing upon it, a 
turf, a sod, such as are used in the north for roofing 
cottages, forming the edges of thatched roofs, the 
tops of dry-stone walls, etc. 

The thicker, more earthy sods used in building walls or 
dikes, are cvlltd fails ; hence the common collocation fail 
and divot. The digging and throwing up of either is ‘ cast- 
ing * : see Cast v. 28. 

1536 Bellenden Cron. Scot. (1821)1. 179 Gret strenthisof 
treis, stanis and devaitis. a 1670 Spalding Troub. Chas. / 
(1829) 27 This kiln was first covered with divots. 1771 
Pennant Tour Scott. (1790) 132 The houses .. are formed 
with loose stones and covered with clods which, they call 
devots. c 18x7 Hogg Tales <$- Sh. V. 214 A coverlet worked 
as thick as a divot. 1843 T. Wilson Pitman's Pay Note 
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(Northumbld. Gloss ), The cottages on the Fell were all 
covered with divots, a 2852 M acgillivray Nat. Hist . 
Dee Side (1855] 193 [He] conducted us to his Museum, 
a little hut, built of stones and roofed with divots. 1895 
Crockett Men of Mosshags 150 Clodding him with divots 
of peat and sod. 
b. As a material, 

1536 Bellenden Cron. Scot, (1821) I. 172 He beildit ane 
huge wall of fail and devait. 1541 Ld. Trees. A eels in 
Pitcairn Crim. Trials (1830) I. 312 Theking of the Tour 
with brwme and dovet. a 1575 Diurnal of Qccurrents{x8$3) 
322 The toun of Edinburgh began e to big thair fortressis of 
differ and mik. 1605 Feu Contract m. J. Mill Diary (1889) 
393 To cast fail! and devot on the ground of Sumburgh . . 
according to use and wont. 1730 Crt, Bk. of Barony of 
Urie (1892) 333 The said turf or divot so cast to be forfeit. 
x86i Smiles Engineers II, Rennie 102 To fetch a load of 
* divot ’ from Gladsmuir, or of coal from the nearest colliery. 

C. Sc. Law, Fail {feal) and divot, 1 a rural 
servitude, importing a right in the proprietor of 
the dominant tenement to cut and remove turf for 
fences or for thatching or covering houses or the 
like purposes, within the dominant lands’ (Bell 
Diet, Law Scot.), 

*593 Sc. A c/s Jas. VI (1597) § 3 61 That the saidis glebes 
be designed with freedoms of foggage, pastourage, iewall, 
faill, diffat, loning, frie ischue and entrie. 1693 Stair 
Jnstit. Law Scot. 11. vii. § 13 (ed. 2) 288 A Servitude^ of 
Pasturage introduced by Fourty years peaceable Possession 
of the Pasturage, was not to be extended to Feal and Divet. 
1754 Erskine Brine, Sc. Law (1809) 223 We have two pre- 
dial servitudes . . viz. that of fuel or feal and divot, and of 
thirlage, 1773 y- Instil. Law Scot. I. 11. ix. § 17. 1814 
Scott IV av. xlii, Rights of pasturage— fuel— feal and divot. 

d. Comb ., as divot-east* as much (land) as one 
divot might be ‘ cast ’ or cut off ; divot-seat, one 
made of divots; divot-spade, a spade for casting 
turf, a daughter-spade. 

1725 Ramsay Gent. Sheph. n. i, There you may see him 
lean, And to his divot-seat invites his frien’. x8i8 Hogg 
Brownie ofBodsbeck II. 153 0 am.) The old shepherd was 
sitting on his divot-seat, without thedoor. 1818 S.cott Hrt, 
Midi xii, He hasna a divot-cast of land in Scotland, 

Bi'Vot, Sc. [f.prec.sb.] a. tram. To cover 
with divots; b. intr. i To castor cut divots’ (Jam.), 

1696 Banff Burgh Bee. in Cramond Ann. Banff 1,1893) II. 
176 'lb repaire the thatch by divoteing the house. 

Divot, obs. Sc. form of Devout. 
t Divulgate, ///. a. Obs. [ad. L, divulgat- 
us , pa. pple. of divulgare to Divulge] Made 
public, spread abroad. (Chiefly used as pa. pple. 
— divulged.) 

a 1440 Found. St. Bartholomew' s (E. E. T. S.) 39 This 
dede anoon was dy vulgate by all the Cyte. 1513 Douglas 
BEneis Dyrectioun, ad fin., Every burell rude poet divul- 
gait. 1536 Bellenden Cron. Scot. (1821) I. 23 o The fame 
of this unhappy battall, divulgat in the cuntre. 1574 
Hellowes Guenara's Fam. Ej>. (3577) 216 1 * was diuulgate 
through all Rome. 

Divulgate (divzrlg^t, doi-), v. Also 6 de-. 
[f. L. divulgat- y ppl. stem of divulgare to Divulge. 
Pa. pple. and (in Sc.) pa. t. in 16th c. often divitl- 
gat(e : see prec.] tram. To make commonly 
known ; to publish abroad. 

*530 Palsgr. 523/2 , 1 dy vulgate a mater, I blowe it abrode 
.. 1 thought full lytell he wolde have dyvulgate this mater. 
153* Elyot Gov. Proem, I am violently stered to deuulgate 
or sette fourth some part of my studie. 1623 Hart Ar- 
raignm. Ur. m. vi. 119 , 1 hope that honest and ingenuous 
Physitians will, .abstaine from divulgating abroad their billes 
or bookes. 3824 L an dor I mag. Conv. Wks. 1846 I. 362, 
I know not whether the facts have been divulgated. 1878 
Besant & Rice Monks of Th. xxv, Why should she wish 
her choice to be divulgated? 

Hence Divu lgated ppl a.. Divulgating vbl, 
sb. ; also Divtrlgater, -ator. 

*537 Throgmorton Let., to Cromwell in Froude Hist. 
Eng. 11858) III. 228 The divulgating of the censures. ^ 1599 
Jas. I Ba<nA. Atopov To Rdr.,The un-timous divulgating of 
this booke. 163. M. Parker Harry White's Humour (N.), 
To that great promulgater And neat divulgater Whom the 
citie admires. 1842 Blackw. Mag. LI I. 659 Our divulged 
and divulgated attachment to the veneranda rubigo. 

Divulgation (divz?lg£ij3n, doi-). Also 6 de-. 

[ad. L. divulgatidn-em, n. of action f. divulgare to 
Divulge: cf. F. divulgation (16th c.).] 

1 1 . The action of publishing or making known 
abroad; publication. Obs. 

c 1540 tr. Pol. Verg. Eng. Hist. (Camden) I. 25 The first 
springe and divulgation of the hollie Gospell. 1348 Hall 
Chron., Hen. VII (an. 7) (1809) 463 This Devulgacion that 
Richard sonne of Kyng Edward was yet lyvyng. 1727 
Woodward Will in A. Sedgwick's Life $ Letts 1890) 1 . 186 
To prejudice the sale and divulgation of any of the said 
copies. 0x800 K. White Rem. (1837) 398 A rule of moral 
conduct, such as the world never had any idea of before 
its divulgation. 1823 Bentham in Par Vs Wks. (1828) VI II. 
7 That they will oppose no obstruction to the divulgation of it. 

2 . The divulging or revealing of something pri- 
vate or secret ; revelation, disclosure. 

1610 Healey St. Aug, Citie of Cod 280 Had they beene 
honest, they would not have feared divulgation. 1638 
J, R, in Featly's Strict. Lyndom. n. 66 Divulgation of secret 
Mysteries, i860 Times 17 Dec. 6/5 His organ for the divul- 
gation of Cabinet secrets. 

Divulgatory (dmrlgatsri), a. [f. L. divulgat 
ppl. stem of divulgare to divulge + -ory.] Tend- 
ing to publish or make known. 

18.. Emerson Sp., Free Relig. Assoc. (Cent), Nothing 
areally is so self-publishing, so divulgatory, as thought. 


Divulge (divtrlds, doi-), v. Also 5 dy-. [ad. 
L. divulgd-re to spread abroad among the people, 
make common, f. di-, Dis- 1 4 vulgare to make 
common, publish ; cf. F. divulguer (14th c.), but 
the palatalized g in English is abnormal.] 

f 1 . trans. To make publicly known, to publish 
abroad (a statement, etc.). Obs. 

3460 Capgrave Chron. 1 It is_ somewhat divulgld in this 
land, that I have aftir my possibilitie be occupied in wryting. 
1490 Caxton Eneydos vi. 25 Fame of his ouurages hath ben 
dyuulged, 1548 Hall Chron Hen. I V (an. 3) 20 Whiclie 
fraude the Kyng caused openly to be published and divulged. 
1609 Gale Crt. Gentiles 1. 11. i. 4 Their fables they divulge, 
first by Hymns and Songs. 1768 H. Walpole H 1 st. Doubts 
14 It is impossible to believe the account as fabricated and 
divulged by Henry the Seventh. 1791 CowpeR Iliad 1. 133 
Among the Danai thy dreams Divulging. 

f b. To proclaim (a person, etc.) publicly. Obs. 

1598 Shaks. Merry W. in. ii. 42 , 1 will divulge Page him- 
self e for a secure and wilfull Acteon. 3671 Milton P. B. 
hi, 60 When God . . with approbation marks The just man, 
and divulges him through Heaven To alibis angels, 
f c. To publish (a book or treatise). Obs. 

1566 in Strype Ann. Ref. I. xlviii. 517 That treatise . . so 
publickly by print divulged and dispersed, 1644 Milton 
A reop. (Arb ) 53 Ye must repeal and proscribe all scandalous 
and unlicenc’t books already printed and divulg’d. 1709 
Strype Ann. Rif. I. Ivii. 629 Divers other articles .. pro- 
pounded and divulged abroad by the said Cartwright. 

2 . To declare or tell openly (something private 
or secret) ; to disclose, reveal. 

1602 Marston Ant. 4 Mel. Induct. Wks. 1856 I. 4, I will 
ding his spirit to the verge of hell, that dares divulge 
a ladies prejudice. 1671 Milton Samson 201 Who .. have 
divulg’d the secret gift of God To a deceitful woman. _ X797 
Mrs. Radcliffe Italian xxvi, Command him to divulge 
the crimes confessed to # him. 1849 Macaulay Hist. Eng. 
I. ii. 268 Cowardly traitors hastened to save themselves, 
by divulging all.. that had passed in the deliberations of 
the party. 

f 8. transf To make common, impart generally. 
[ A Latinism .] Obs. rare. 

1667 Milton A Z-.vm. 583 The sense of touch, .would not 
be To them made common & divulg'd. 

4 . intr. (for refl. .) To become publicly known. 
rare. 

1602 Shaks. Ham. iv. i. 22 To keepe it [a disease] from 
divulging, let’s it feede Euen on the pith of life. 1890 Child 
Ballads vii, cxciv. 29 Nothing seems to have been done to 
keep the murder from divulging. 

Hence Divulged///, a. ; Divulging vbl. sb. and 
ppl a. 

x6ox Shaks. Alls Well 11. i. 174 A divulged shame Tra- 
duc’d by odious ballads. 1604 St. Trials, Hampton Crt. 
Confer. (R.), There is no such licencious divulging of these 
books. 1607 Tops ell Four-f Beasts (1658) 555 That which 
divulged fame doth perswade the believers. 1614 T. Adams 
Devil's Banquet 338 Cease your obstreperous clamours, and 
divulging slanders. 1883 Daily Hews 20 July 6/2 An action 
brought for alleged divulging of telegrams. 

t Divu lge, sb. Obs. [f. prec. vb.] The act 
of divulging or publishing abroad. 

16x9 Lushington Repet, Serm. in Phenix (1708) II. 47S 
Our modern News .. is forg’d in Conventicles .. and the 
Divulge committed to some vigilant and watchful Tongue. 

DiwTgemeut. [f. as prec. + -ment.] The 
action of divulging. Also, concr. in pi 

X632 Lithgow Trav. x. 497 Rossay that kisseth the de- 
vulgements of the River. <1x8x7 Hogg Tales 4 Sk. II. 84 
Anxious and acrimonious act of divulgement. 1830 Daubeny 
A tom. The. xiv.fed. 2) 459 Divulgement would be considered 
as the deepest of crimes. 1876 Mozley Univ. Serm. xii. 
(1877) 226 It would not admit of unqualified divulgement of 
such truth as this. 

Divulgence (dmrld^ens, doi-). [f. Divulge 
v. -f -ENOS : app. by form-association with in- 
diligence, etc.] The action of divulging; dis- 
closure, 

1851 Dickens Our School in Househ. Words xx Oct. 53/2 
The Chief * knew something bad of him ’, and on pain of 
divulgence enforced Phil to be his bondsman. 1873 Light- 
foot Comm. Col. 4 Philem. (3876) 92 Their whole organisa- 
tion was arranged so as to prevent the divulgence of its secrets 
to those without, 

BivuTger. [fl as prec. + -ER 1 .] One who 
divulges ; f a. a publisher (obs.) ; b. a dis- 
closer. 

xSo6 Proceed, agst. Garnet, etc . M ivb (T.), The first de- 
visers, and divulgers of this scandalous report, <rx6n 
Chapman Iliad xix. Comment.^ Our Commentators . . will 
by no means allow the word xan-pos here for Homer’s, but 
an unskilfulness in the divulger. 1749 Fielding Tom 
Jones in. ix, Like other hasty divulgers of news, he only 
brought on himself the trouble of contradicting it. 1782 
V. Knox Ess. vi. (R.), Those secrets, which, .the confidence 
of a friend has made known to the treacherous divulger of 
them. 

f Divrvlse, V. Obs. [f. L. divuls-, ppl. stem of 
divellere f. di-, Dis- I + vellere to pluck, pull : cf. 
convulse. ] trans. To tear apart or asunder. 

1602 Marston Ant. <$• Mel. 1. Wks. 1856 I. 9 Vaines, 
synewes, arteries . . Burst and divul’st with anguish of my 
griefe. 1633 T. Bancroft Glutton's Feaver B iv, My 
sinewes all divul’st with passion fell. 1691 Beverley 
Thous. Years Kingd. Christ 36 No part that can be 
divuls’d One from Another, but All Lying Close in a Line. 

Divulsiou (divz?*ljbn, doi-). [a. F. divulsion 
(Montaigne, 1580) or ad. L. divulsion-em, n. of 
action f. divellere : see prec.] The action of tear- 
ing, pulling, or plucking asunder ; the condition 


of being tom apar t (from something) ; a rending 
asunder, violent separation, laceration. Also Jig. 

1603 Holland Plutarch's M/or. 1340 That natures par- 
manent and djvine should cohere unto themselves insepar- 
ably, and avoid as much as is possible all distraction and 
divulsion. 1603 G. Powel Refut. Epist . 40 It . . causeth 
diuuision and distraction of affections. 1624. T. Scott 
A/hor. of State 2 The divulsion of the Easterne Empire 
from the Westerne. 3684 T. Burnet Th. Earth 1. 137 
Others [islands] are made by divulsion from some con- 
tinent. 1883 G. B. Taylor Belv. # Hern. Therap. 80 To 
sever such adhesions by sudden, forcible divulsion, is 
painful. 

Divulsive (div»dsiv), a. [f. L. divuls-: see 
above and -ive.] Tending to tear apart or asunder. 

c 1603 Rowley Birth Merl. m. vi, Let tortures and divul- 
sive racks Force a confession from them. 1799 Kirwan 
Geal. Ess. 96 The divulsive force that, separated Britain 
from Germany, seems to have been directed from north 
to south. X837 Carlyle Fr. Rev. II. 1. xii, Long years of 
vinegar ; perhaps divulsive vinegar, like Hannibal’s. 

Dinrvy, (divi.), colloq. abbreviation of Divi- 
dend. Hence Di-vvy v. colloq, , to * go shares ’. 

3890 G. B. Shaw Fab. Ess. in Socialism 88 It degenerated 
into mere ‘divvy’ hunting and joint-stock shop-keeping. 
1890 Nation (N.Y ) 30 Apr. 291/1 Where the chiefs have large 
families, and the 1 divvies’ are inadequate for their support. 
1893 A. Kenealy Molly 4 Her Man of War 4 We even 
went so far as to ‘divvy up’. 1894 Westm. Gaz. 3 Oct. 
6/1 Co-operators tried to get as much as they could out 
of the servants, in order to increase the ‘ divi V 

Diwan : see Dewan, Divan. 

Diwyse, obs. Sc. form of Devise. 

I! Dixit (di ksit). [JL. dixit — he has said, perf. 
t. of dicere to say ; the usual expression is ipse dixit 
(q.v.).] An utterance (quoted as) already given. 

1628 Earle Microsm ., Sceptic in Relig. (Arb.) 66 He 
hates authority as the tyrant of reason, and you cannot 
anger him worse than with a father’s dixit, ax 734 North 
Exam. in. viii. § 80. (1740) 645 (Stanf.) On no better Ground 
than this Man’s Dixit. 1812 Examiner 24. Aug. 543/2 The 
point.. did not depend on Lord Moira’s dixit. 

Diz : see Dizz. 

II Dizain (diz^'h). Obs. Also 6 di-, dyzaine, 
7 dixain. [a. F. dizain (1 5th c. in Hatz.-Darm.), 
f. dix ten.] A poem or stanza of ten lines. 

The meaning in the first quot. is doubtful. 

[a 1400-50 Alexander 4307 In all oure diaans on dales )>at 
duke we comend.] 1573 Gascoigne in Haslewood Eng. 
Poets # Poesy (1815) 11 . 7 (Stanf.) There are Dizaynes . . 
which are of ten lines. 1380 Sidney A read! a 11. (1622) 217 
Strephon againe began this Dizaine, which was answered 
vnto him in that kinde of verse which is called the crowne. 
X602 J. Melvill Diary (1842] 501 [Title of poem] Dixain. 
1656 in Blount Glossogr. 

II Dizdar, disdar (drzdai). [Pers.and Turkish 


dizddr 3 f. Pers. jjj diz castle ddr 

holder.] The warden of a castle or fort. 

1768 Genii. Mag.XXXVlll. 355/1 That gentleman intro- 
duced him to the Disdar, or commandant of the citadel. 
x8xa Byron Ch. Har. 11. xii. note. The Disdar was the 
father of the present Disdar. 1846 Ellis Elgin Marb . I. 2 
The Disdar of the Acropolis, 
t Dize, v. dial. Obs. —next (sense 1). 

1674 Ray N. C. Words 14 To Dize, to put tow on a 
distaffe. 1787 in Grose. 1847 in Halliwell. 

Bizeu. (dai’z’n, di’z’n), v. Also 6 disyn, dysyn, 
7 disen, 9 dizzen. [Found only from 1530: 
but evidently the verb belonging to dis-, disc-, in 
Distaff, and LG. diesse the bunch of flax on 
a distaff. It is remarkable that neither the vb., 
nor the sb. as a separate word, has been found in 
OE. or ME., and that on the other hand no vb. 
corresponding to dizen is known in LG. or Du.] 

+ 1. trans. To dress or attire (a distaff) with flax, 
etc. for spinning. Obs. 

1530 Palsgr. 519/2, I dysyn a dystaflfe, I put the Saxe 
upon it to spynne,.And I had disyned my distaffe, I durste 
drinke with the best of you. 15715 Laneham Let. (3871) 
47 The spindel and rok, that waz dizen d with purpl sylk. 

2 . To dress [with clothes), esp. to attire or array 
with finery, to, deck out (up) , bedizen. (In later 
use mostly contemptuous.) 

x6xg Fletcher M. Thomas iv. vi, Come quickly, quickly, 
paint me handsomely ... Com Doll, Doll, disen me. 1621 — 
Pilgrim iv. iii, I put my clothes off, and I dizen’d him. 
1706 E. Ward Hud. Rediv. 11. v. Lasses . . Sate dizen’d up. 
1729 Swift Grand Question Wks. 3755 IV. 1. 106, I had 
dizen’d you out like a queen. 1730-6 Bailey (folio), Dizen, 
to dress, to deck or trim, commonly us’d by way of raillery. 
1774 Goldsm. Reial. 67 Comedy wonders at being so fine ; 
Like a tragedy-queen he has dizen’d her out. 1870 Emerson 
See. 4 Solit., Work 4 Days Wks, (Bohn) III. 72 Tis the 
vulgar great who come dizened with gold and jewels, [In 
most northern dial, glossaries, usually dizzen with i short] 
b. transf. and Jig. To deck out, adorn, 
x 806-7 J* Beresford Miseries Hum. Life (1826) xx. 252 
Here the Musedizens My dirge with orisons. 1870 Emer- 
son Soc. <$• Solit., Clubs Wks. (Bohn) III. 94 The fact they 
had thus dizened and adorned was of no^ value. 1889 
Browning Reverie 105 Herb and tree Which dizen thy 
[Earth’s] mother-breast. . . 

Hence Di’zeued ///. a. ; Di zenment, condition 
of being dizened, bedizenment. 

J775 S. J. Pratt Lib. Opinions (3783) IV. 170 You fine 
dizen d-out hussev. 1821 Joanna Baillie Metr. Leg., 
Cohan, xxvii. 10 Standing in dizen’d rows. _ 1864 Carlyle 
Fredk. Gt. xvi. i. VI. 137 Foul creatures in high dizenraent. 
Ibid. Indeed there was in that man what far transcends all 
dizenment. 
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f Di’zener. Obs. Also 5-6 disener. [a. 15th 
c. F. disenier (later dizeinier, dizainier), f. OF. 
dizeine, later dizaine group of ten, in med.L, de- 
cena, Sp. decena , Pr. aesena , whence also med.L. 
decendrius, OF. decent er\ see Decener, and cf» 
douzener , Dozener.] A foreman or captain of 
a group of ten men ; - Decener i. 

[129a Britton i, xiii. [xii]. § i Qe touz soint en dlzeyne et 
plevizpardizeyners. transl.'Ihat everyone bein some tithing 
and pledged by their tithingmen.] 1489 Caxton Faytes of 
A. n. xxx. I vij, Eueryche of hem shal haue vndre hym a 
dyzener of carpenters and a dyzener of helpers and also thre 
diseners of laborers for to make the same. 1555 Watreman 
Fttrdle Facions u. x. 211 Their capitaines ouer ten, whiche, 
by a terme borrowed of the Frenche, we calle Diseners. 

Dizz (diz), v , [Back-formation from Dizzy, 
on the analogy of craze, crazy , etc.] trans. To 
make dizzy or giddy. Hence Dizzed, Drzzing 
ppl. adjs. ; also Dizz sb., the act of ‘ dizztng \ 

1632 Sherwood, To dizze, estourdir . 1654 Gayton 

Pleas. Foies TV. xv. 253 He [a horse] is dizzed with the 
continuall circuits of the Stables. 1814 T. L. Peacock Wks. 
(1875) III. 133 In spite of all the diz and whiz, Like parish- 
clerk he spoke. 1834 Medwin Angler in Wales II. 304 Or 
wheel in dizzing mazes round and round. 

t Dizzard (drzaid). Obs. ox arch. Forms: 6 
disarde, dysarde, diserde, dissarde, dyzerde, 
dyzert, 6-7 dizard(e, dissard(e, 6-8 (9 arch.) 
disard, dizzard. [First found c 1520. Perh. 
a modification of earlier Disour, by assimilation 
to words in -ard. See the intermediate forms in -er, 
-are, -arm sense 1. In later use, esp. in sense 2, 
app. associated with Dizzy.] 

1. = Disour ; a jester, a * fool \ 

[1502 Priv. Purse Exp. Eliz.ofYork (1830) 53 A disare 
that played the Sheppert before the Quene. 1526 Skelton 
Magnyf. 119 In a cote thou can play well the dyser. Ye, 
but thou can play the foie without a vyser. 1530 Palsgr. 
214/1 Dissar a scoffer, saigefol.] 
a 1529 Skelton Image I poor. 364 To goe gaye With 
wonderful aray As dysardes in a play. 1 540-1 Elyot 
Image Gov. (1556) 8 b. To minstrels, players of enterludes, 
and disardes. 1576 Newton Lemnie's Complex. (1633)210 
Such commonly are Dizards, Gesturers, Stage-players, [etc.]. 
1578 N. Baxter Calvin on Jonah Ep. ded. 3 In the lestes 
of Skoggen the King's dizzard. 1618 Crt. <£• Times Jos. I 
(1849) I*- 9° Archy, the Dizzard. 

2 . A foolish fellow, idiot, blockhead. 

1547 Homilies t. Contention it, (1859) 138 Shall I be such 
an idiot and diserde to suffre euery man to speake vpon me 
what thei list. 1607 Walkington Opt. Glass iii. 17 Who 
seeing his deformed countenance called him an idiot and 
a dissard. 1791-1823 DTsraeli C»r. Lit., Acajou <$• Zir , 
One may be as great a dizzard in resolving a problem as 
in restoring, a reading. 1886 M. K. Macmillan Dagonet 
the Jester ii. 100 They flattered the wantonness of young 
lords and old wealthy disards. 

attrib. 1546 Bale Eng. Votaries 1. (1550) 63 b The 
craftye knave lyed falseiye, and so mocked hys kynge, to 
make of hym a very dysarde foie. 1566 Drant Horace 
Sat. m. B iv b. We call him goose, and disarde doulte, 

t Drzzardljr, a. Obs . [f. prec. + -ly 1 . j Like 
a dizzard, silly, idiotic. 

1594 R. Wilson Cobier's Proph. A iv, This prating asse. 
this dizzardly foole. 1607 Topsell Serpents (1658) 739 
These dizzardly people think to make these Lizards., 
vigilant for their welfare. 

Dizzen (drz’n'i, v. rare. [f. stem of Dizzy + 
-en 5 : cf. Dizz.] a. trans. To make dizzy, b. 
intr. ? To dance giddily. 

1835 Fraser s Mag. XI. 294 Down flowing from its 
dizzening height, One dazzling gush of liquid light. x88a 
Blackw. Mag. May 569 The life of a myriad insect-wings 
In the wet grass buzz and dizzen. 

Dizzen, var. Dizen ; Sc. f. Dozen. 

Dizzily (drzili), adv. [f. Dizzy a. + -ly 2 .] In 
a dizzy or giddy manner. 

[a xooo Sal. 4r Sat. 228 {Gr ) Se Godes cunnaj> ful dyslice.] 
c 1175 Lamb. Horn. 119 pa be heom duseliche fo^iaS. 1375 
Barbour Bruce ii. 422 He gert him galay disyly. Ibid. vn. 
210 He valknyt and raiss. all desaly, 2501 Douglas Pal. 
Hon. 1. xxvi, My daisit heid fordullit disselie. 1801 Southey 
Thalaba ix. vii, Dizzily rolls her brain. 1871 R. Ellis 
Catullus cv. 2 They with pitchforks hurl Mentula dizzily 
down. 

Dizziness (di*zines). [f. Dizzy a. + -ness.] 
The state or condition of being dizzy or giddy. 

£900 tr. Bsedas Hist. ir. v. (1891) itz Wseron heo mid 
elreorde dysignesse onblawne. c 1000 Ags. Gosp. Mark vii, 
22 Innan of manna heortan . . cuma 5 . . dysinessa . .stuntscipe. 
*375 Barbour Bruce xvm. 133 Schir philip of his desynaiss 
ourcome. 1562 Turner Herbal ii. 35 b, Rosemari is. good 
to withstand . .y 8 dusines of y B heade. 1583 Golding Calvin 
on Dent. xxi. 123 Yet. .needes must they, .bee stricken with 
the spirit of disinesse and be carried away by the diuill. 
1675 Wood Life (Oxf. Hist. Soc.) II. 324 Men. were taken 
With a disiness in. the head. x86x Sat. Rev. XI. 635/1 Free- 
dom from dizziness whiie standing at a great height on 
a narrow base. • . 

t Dizzne (di*zi«, di*3 f «), v. Obs. Also dyzhu. 
[from Cornish : see quot.] 

1778 W. Pryce Min. Comub . Gloss., Dizzue (from Dyz-hui, 
to discover unto, Cornish). To Dizzue the Lode, is this ; 
If it is very small and rich, they commonly only break down 
the country or stratum on one side of it, by which the Lode 
is laid bare, and may be afterwards taken down clean. 
Hence DFzzued ppl. a. y Di'zzuixLg vbl. sb , ; also 
Bi’zztie sb. 

, z 778 W. Pryce Min. Comub. 162 This separation or 
breaking the bad from the good Ore, they call Dyzhuing 


the leader, or making a Dyzhu ; and the good Ore that is 
thus exposed, is called a Dyzhu, Ibid. Gloss. s.v., Afterwards 
they break the Dizzue or best part, and reserve it to be 
separately handled and dressed. 

Dizzy (drzi), a. Forms : 1 dysig, dyses, 2-3 
dysi^, dusilj, dusi(e (it), a-6desi(e); 4-6 dys(s)y, 

(6 dusey), 6-7 dis(s)ie, -y ; 6-7 diz(z)ie, 7- 
dizzy. [OE. dysig, dyseg foolish, stupid — OFris. 
dusig , MDu. dosech , doseck , LG. dusig, dosig, dusig 
giddy, OHG. tusig tusic foolish, weak, a common 
WGer. adj. in -ig(- Y), from a root dus- found also 
in LG. dusen to be giddy, OE. dy$lic,dyseUc foolish, 
stupid, and in a different ablaut grade with long 
vowel in LG. diisel giddiness, MDu. dtizeten, Du. 
duizelen to be giddy or stupid. See early ME. 
derivatives under Dusi-.] 

1 . Foolish, stupid. Now only dial. (Not in 
general use since 13th c.) 

£825 Vesp. Hymns vii, Swe folc dysij. £950 Lindisf. 
Gosp. Matt. vii. 26 Gelic biS were dysge se Se getimberde 
hus his ofer sonde [c 1x60 Hatton desien men]. 971 Blickl. 
Horn. 41 Ge}>enc, dy se ? a mon * cxt 7 $ Lamb. Horn. 117 
per pe dusie mon bio priste and ]>er pe dwolunge rixao. 
a 1225 Ancr. R. 182 Nolde me tellen him alre monne 
duskest ? a 1250 Owl $ Night. 1466 Dusi luve ne last noht 
longe. a 1275 Prov. PE If red 479 in O. E. Misc. 131 Wurpu 
neuere so wod } ne so desi of )?i mod. 2876 Whitby Gloss., 
Dizzy , half-witted. 2893 Baring-Gould Cheap Jack Z. 
II. 45 Such dizzy-fools that they put their money there, 
tb. absol. A foolish man, a fool. Obs. 
c 825 Vesp. Psalter xci. 6 Dysig ne onriteS 5 a. c 1x75 I 
Lamb. Horn. 33 Hwet seiS pe dusie. Ibid. 105 Wreftoe 
hafS wununge on pes dusian bosme. a 1225 Leg. Hath. 599 
Ha ne stod neauer, ear pene pes dei, bute biforen dusie. 

2 . Having a sensation of whirling or vertigo in 
the head, with proneness to fall ; giddy. 

c 1340 Hampole Pr. Consc. 771 Than waxes his hert hard 
and hevy. And his heved feble and dysy. 1526 Skelton 
Magnyf 1052, I daunce up and down tyll I am dyssy. 
1568 Turner Herbal 1. 20 [Wolfesbayne] maketh [men]dusey 
[ed. 1551 dosey] in the head. 1581 Mulcaster Positions 
xvi. (1887) 73 For feare they be disie when they daunce. 
1653 H. Cogan tr. Pinto's Trav. xiii. 40 They were so 
exceeding dizzy in the head that they would fall down. 
1852 Mrs. Carlyle Lett. II. 200 With my heart beating and 
my head quite dizzy, fig. 1726-46 Thomson Winter 122 
The reeling clouds Stagger with dizzy poise, as doubting 
yet Which master to obey. 

8. a. Mentally unsteady or in a whirl ; b. Want- 
ing moral stability, giddy. 

1501 Douglas Pal. Hon. Prol. 101 My desie heid quhome 
laik of brane gart vary. 1599 Broughton' s Lett. ii. 9 Meere 
buzzings of your owne conceited dizzie braine, 1671 Milton 
P. R. n. 420 At thy heels the dizzy multitude. 1780 Cowper 
Table Talk 607 He . . dizzy with delight, profaned the 
sacred wires. 1875 Jowett Plato (ed. 2) I. 61 My head 
is dizzy with thinking of the argument. 1879 Miss Jackson 
Shropsh. Word-bk., Duzzy , stupid ; confused. * I’m mighty 
duzzy this morning.* 

4 . Accompanied with or producing giddiness. 

1605 Shaks. Lear 1 v. vl 12 How fearefull And dizie *tis, 

to cast ones eyes so low 2643 Milton Divorce Ded., Did 
not the distemper of their own stomachs affect them with 
a dizzy megrim. 18x2 S. Rogers Columbus 1. 24 The very 
ship- bey on the dizzy mast. 1855 Macaulay Hist. Eng. 
IY. 561 He began . . to climb . . towards that dizzy pinnacle. 

5 . Arising from or caused by giddiness ; reeling. 

1715-20 Pope Iliad v. 381 Lost in a dizzy mist the war- 

riour lies 1740 Pitt PEneid xxi. (R.), A dizzy mist of dark- 
ness swims around. xy8x Cowper Hope 518 The wretch, 
who once, .sucked in dizzy madness with his draught. 1863 
Geo. "Eliot Romola 11. vii, Thought gave way to a dizzy 
horror, as if the earth were slipping away from under 
him. 

6. jig. Whirling with mad rapidity. 

1791 Cowper Iliad xxi. 10 Push’d down the sides of 
Xanthus, headlong plung’d, With dashing sound into his 
dizzy stream. 1795-1814 Wordsw. Excursion viir. 179 
The. .stream. That turns the multitude of dizzy wheels. 

7 . Dull of hearing, dial. 

1879 Miss Jackson Shropsh. Word-bk., Duzzy, deafish. 

* ’E’s lother duzzy ; e doesna ear very well.* 

8. Comb., as dizzy-eyed, headed. 

1591 Shaks. x Hen. VI, iv. vii. 11 Dizzie-ey’d Furie.. 
Suddenly made him from my side to start x6ix Cotgr. : 
Estourdi, dulled, amazed . . dizzie-headed. 2654 Trapp 
Comm. Ps. evii. £3 A company of dizzy-headed men. 
Dizzy ( di *zi ), v. [OE, ha d dysigan, - egian , dysian 
to be foolish, to act or talk foolishly =■ OFris. dusia , 
whence the intr. sense 1 ; but the trans. sense seems 
to be a later formation, f. the adjective in its modem 
form and sense.] 

1 1 - intr. To act foolishly or stupidly, Ohs. 
c888 K. ./Elfred Boeth. v, § 2 ponne dyse5aj> se pe ponne 
wile hwile ssed oj?festan pam drygum furtim. a 1275 Prov. 
PElfred 466 in O. E, Misc. T31 Ac [gif] hedrinkit and desiet 
I pere a mor^e. so pat he fordrunken desiende werchet. 

tb. To talk foolishly, blaspheme (in OE.). 

\ c xooo Ags. Gosp. Mark ii. 7 Hwi spyco pes pus . he 
dyse^aft. Ibid. Luke xxii. 65 Manega oSre ping hig him to 
ewaedon dysigende. 

2 . trans. To make dizzy or giddy ; to cause (any 
sense) to reel ; to produce a swimming sensation 
in, to turn the head of. 

X501 Douglas Pal . Hon. Prol. 109 And with that gleme 
sa desyit was my micht. 1606 Shaks. Tr. <j* Cr. v. u. 174 
Not the dreadful! spout . . Shall dizzie with more clamour 
Neptunes eare In his discent, then [etc.]. 2663 Cowley 
Cutter of Coleman St. v. xiii, You turn my Head, you 
dizzy me. 2785 Mrs. A. Grant Lett.fr \ Mountains (1813) 
II. xix. 99 It dizzies one to look down from the tower. 


2820 Southey Lodore, Confounding, astounding. Dizzying 
and deafening the ear with its sound. . 

8. To render unsteady in brain or mind ; to be- 
wilder or confuse mentally. 

1604 Shaks. Ham. v. ii. 1x9 (Qo. 2) To deuide him 
inuentorially would dosie [Qo. 3 dazzie, Qq. 4 & 5 dizzie] 
th’ arithmaticke of memory. x8o* Hel. M. Williams 
Sk. Fr. Rep. I. i. 7 That wild and chimerical equality, 
the fumes of which dizzy the head of the demagogue. 1852 
Mrs. Stowe Uncle Tom's C. xxi, Giving her so many., 
charges, that a head less systematic and business-like than 
Miss Ophelia's would have been utterly dizzied and con- 
founded. absol. 1864 J. H. Newman Apol. 378 All this is 
a vision to dizzy and appal. 

Hence Drzzied ppl. a. t Di'zzying vbl. sb. and 
ppl. a. 

1804 J. Grahame Sabbath 20 The dizzying mill-wheel 
rests. 2823 Chalmers Serm . 1. 343 In the din and dizzying 
of incessant labour. *853 Felton Fam. Lett. xiv. (1865) 
136 The dizzying effect of height. 1870 Morris E,ar!hly 
Par. II. hi. 242 With dizzied head upon the ground he 
fell. 

Di- is not an English combination, but is some- 
times put to represent the Arabic letter ^ jim, 

-c English j (dg), in Arabic, Turkish, or Berber 
words, which have come to us through a French 
channel, or are spelt in imitation of French ortho- 
graphy ; e.g. djebel, a mountain or hill, djerid or 
djereed, a javelin, djin, genii or familiar spirits, 
djubbah, an outer garment. So far as these 
come under the scope of this Dictionary, they 
will be found under J ; for djowr, an infidel, see 
Giaour. 

Do (d«), v. Forms and inflexions: see below. 
[A common WGer. strong vb. (wanting in Gothic 
and Norse) : OE. d6n - OFris. dua, OS. ddn, duon , 
dban, duan (MDu. & Du. doen , MLG, 8c LG. ddn t 
duon), OHG. tbn. than, tuon , tuoan , tuen (MHG. 
tuon, Ger. tkun , tun ) ; Fa. t., OE. dyde , pi. dddon , 
dtkdon , dydon = OFris. dede, pi. diden, OS. deda, pi. 
dddun , dbdun (MDu. dede, Du. deed, pi. deden, 
M LG. & LG. dede, pi. diden), O HG. tela, pi. tdtum 
(MHG. tete, tdie, pi. tdten, Ger, that, tat, pi, thaten , 
taten); Fa. pple., OE . geddn, gedin — OFris. den, 
OS. gidbn, - dden , -duan, ODu. ddn, (MDu. geddn, 
Du. gedaan ), OHG. ( ge)tdn , Ger. gethan, getan % 
OTeut. types ddn, deda, dbeno - : dono-, from verbal 
stem ddb- : db- (appearing also in Deed, Doom, 
-dom), the Germanic representative of the Aryan 
verb stem dhe- : dhd- t to place, put, set, lay, in 
Skr, dhd-, OPers. da-, Gr. 0rj- (pres. riOt]px, deriv. sb. 
6 car) a penalty imposed), L. -dire in abdere to put 
away, condere to put together, dedere to lay down, 
OSlav. dUe, diyati , Lith. deti, Lett, det to put, lay. 

The vocalization of the Germanic vb., esp. the present 
stem do- beside the Gr. 9 ry and Slav.-Lith. di-, has been 
variously explained (see e.g. Streitberg Urgerm. Gramm. 
329). The pret. deda is generally held tojbe a reduplicated 
form corresponding to Sfer. dadlrnu orig. *dhedko. The 
1st p. sing. pres, indie, had originally the m of primitive 
verbs in -mi, Skr. -mi, Gr. -ju> L. -m : viz. OE. dtSm (later 
dd), OS. ddnt (ddn), OHG. tdm, tuom (later tuon). This 
verb is considered by many philologists to be the source of 
the formative suffix of the pa. t. of weak verbs in the Ger- 
manic languages, including Norse and Gothic; in the latter 
the plural endings -dedum , -dddup, -didun, are the forms 
which the pi. of the pret. deda would have in Gothic. 

OE. deviates from the other WGer. langs. in the past 
dyde, for OS. deda, OHG. tefa; they is now generally 
explained as a special OE. representation of an Indo-ger* 
manic weak vowel. Thence the pi. dydon ; the plural cor- 
resp. to OS. dddun, modG. thaten, was Anglian didon 
(also dsedon, in Csedmon. etc.). In ME. dyde, dydon were 
represented by dude,yn (#)', midi. & north, diden, dide, now 
did ; but diden (with a sing, dede derived from it like 
modG. that iroxa pi. thaten ) came down in some dialects to 
15th c. In the pres, ind., the 2nd and 3rdpers. sing, in OE. 
had umlaut, dlest, d&8, dist, deb, and these forms survived 
in sw. till the 15th c. ; but OISTorthumbrian had. without 
umlaut, ddas, ddmb, ddas , and in ME. the forms dost, ddth 
(dos) are found in north. & midi, from the 12th c. The pa. 
pple. in OE. is known only with the prefix ge-, which in ME. 
remained in the south as y- x i-. (Forms with ge- are found 
also in the pa. t., and occasionally other parts, which, how 
ever, are more properly referred to a derivative vb. OE. 
i geddn , ME. ido,ydo ). The final -n of the pple. was generally 
I dropped in the south in ME., esp. in the forms ydo t ido , 

I whence the ado (odfi ) of modern s.w. dialects.] 

A. Inflexional JPorms. 

1. Infinitive. 

a. Simple Infinitive , do (die, du). Forms: 1 
don (north. d6an, d<5a, doe) j 2-5 don (4-5 doon, 
4 doyne, doun, 4-6 done, 5 doone) ; 2- do (4-7 
doo, 6-7 dooe, doe. Sc. 6 du, dw, 9 dui, dee). 

Beowulf 2349 (Th.) Swa sceal man don. £950 Lindisf. 
Gosp. Mark x. 17 Hused sceal ic doa ? — xiv. 7 Gie magon. 
him wsel doe. 1x31 O. E. Chron Swa swa hi scoldon don. 
£1X75 Lamb. Horn. 73 Ne mei na man do )>ing bet beo god 
iqueme. 1297 R. Glouc. (1724.) 47 Gret wrong hou woldest 
don vs. *3 . . Guy Warw. (A.) 1309, I schal him in mi 
prisoun do. c 1374 Chaucer Boeth. 1. pr. ii. 9 pat he may 
so done. 1411 Rolls of Par It. III. 651/1 The same..schall 
so doon to hem. 1548 Hall Chron., Hen. V (an. xo> 
78 b, We might lawfully so dooe. 1577 B. Googe Heres - 
bach's Husb. 1. (1586) 46 In what sort shall he best doo it. 
1594 Spenser Amoretti xiii, Let her . . doe me not . . to dy. 
2653 H. Cogan tr. Pinto's Trav. x. 3 1 What he would have 
me do. Mod. Who saw him do it ? 
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■ b. Dative Infinitive (with to) to do (til dll ') ; 
in. OE. to donne (doanne, ddenne), ME. to 
donne, to done, to don (to donde, to doinde). 

c xooo Ags. Gosp. Matt. xii. 12 Hyt ys alyfed on reste- 
dagum wel to donne [Lind is/. G. wel doa ; Rnshw. god to 
doanne]. 1154 O. E. Chron. an. 1137 Alse he ment to don. 
<71x73 Lamb. Horn. 109 3 ifhe seolfnule don swaswa he heom 
techeS to donne. a zzoo Moral Ode 19 Ar^e we beoj? to 
done god. c xzoo Trin. Coll. Horn. 139 He was send .. 
to donae prefolde wike. Ibid. 2 1 9 He ne turnde . . to doinde . . 
nan }?er pinge. CX305 St. Katfi.%2 in E. E. 7 *. (1862)92 pan 
we hire . . makecle to do sacrefise. c 1374 Chaucer Booth. 
in. pr. xii. io2, I haue lytel more to done. 1387 Trevisa 
Iligden (Rolls) I. 87 (Matz.) More redy for to doo than for 
to speke. c 1420 Metr. Life St. Katk. (Halltw.) 3 To dethe 
hyt for to doone ! 1534 Tindale Mark v. 7 What haue 

I to do [1611 to doe] with the? 1548 Hall Chron., Hen. V, 
(an. 8) 71 b, Men that enforce theim for to doen or to 

f magine wronges. 1356 A ureiio $ I sab. ( 1608) Kvij, So am 
constrainede to doo it. 1644 Milton A reop. (Arb.) 32 
Which if I now should begin to doe. Mod. What are you 
going to do? 

2 . Indicative Present. 

a. 1st pers. sing. do. Forms: 1 dom (doam), 
d6 (doa) ; 2- do (4-6 doo, 6-7 doe). 

<7950 Lindisf, Gosp. Matt, xxvii. 22 Hwset "Sonne d< 5 m ic 
of osem haslend? [<7975 Rnshw. G. ibid., Hwset dom ic 
panne he Jhaelend? ex 000 Ags. G. ibid., Hwset do ic?] 
Lindisf. Gosf. John xiv. 14 His ic doam vet ic uyreo. [c 975 
Ruskw. G. ibid,. His dom ic.] c 1000 TElfric Gram, xxxiii. 
(Z.) 210 Ic do oSSe wyree. 1388 Wycuf John xiii. 7 What 
Y do thou west not now. c 1400 Melayue 361, I doo yowe 
wale to wytt, 1535 Cqverdale xSam. iii.n Beholde I do 
a thinge. 1610 Shaks. Temp. 1. ii. 52 That I doe not. 
b. 2nd pen. sing, doest (direst), dost (dz?st). 
Forms: 1 doest, ddst (North, do as, doses, does), 
2-4 dest, 2- dost (3-7 dust, 4-5 doist, 7 doost ; 
3-4 north, dos, 4 dose, duse, 5 doysa), 6 - doest 
(6 doeste, doiste, 7 do 3 st). In late use, the form 
doest is confined to the principal verb, dost is usually 
auxiliary. 

<7950 Lindisf Gosp. Matt. vi. 2 Donne 5 u doas aelmessa. 
— John vi. 30 past ou doaes. £975 Ruskw. G. ibid., Hwset 
Su does, c 1000 YElfric Gen. xii. 18 Hwi dest pu wiS me 
swaf c 1x60 7/0/7^ John vi. 30 Hwaet dest pu? <71175 
Lamb . Horn. 23 pa dedbote pe pu dest. Ibid. 67. %ef pu pus 
dost, e 1200 Ormin 15587 pu . , patt dost tuss j;ise dedess. 
1297 R. Glouc. (1724) 428 pou ne dust no3t as pe wyse. 
<71300 Havelok 2390 Wat dos pu here? 1375 C antic, de 
Creatione 230 pou vs dest so mochel wo. <7x385 Chaucer 
L. G. W. 315 What dostow here? <71460 Towneley 
Myst. (Surtees) 3 So thynke me that thou doyse. 1534 
Tindale John vii. 3 Thy workes that thou doest [so all 
x6~i7th c. vv., Wyclif doist]. Ibid. ix. 34 And dost thou 
teache vs? [so 1539 Cranm . ; but 1557 Geneva, 158a Rhem., 
x6xx liave * doest ’]. x6io Shaks, Temp, l ii. 78 Do’st 
thou attend me? x6xx Bible t Rings xix. 9 What doest 
thou here, Eliiah? — John xiii. 27 That thou doest [Tin- 
dale dost], doe quickly. 1653 Holcroft Procopius iv. 153 
Doest thou run after thine owne Master? Mod. poetic. 
Why dost thou weep? 

C. %rd per s. sing, does (dvz ) ; arch. doth. 
(d27p), doeth. (dx?ep). 

Forms: a. 1 (ddbtS, ddaetS), d 2-5 dep (2 
deap, diep, 3 deep, 5-6 dethe), 3-5 dop (4 
doith, 5-6 dooth), 5- doth, 6-7 doeth (6 dothe). 
0 . 1 north, do as, does, 3-4 north, dos, dus, (4 
dotz, 5 duse, days), 5-6 dois, dose (6 doose), 
6— does. 7. 6- do (doe). The orig. northern form 
does superseded doth, doeth , in 16-1 7th c. in general 
use; the latter being now liturgical and poetic. The 
form he do is now s.w. dial. 

a. ciooo Ags. Gosp. Matt. v. 19 Se pe hit deS [<7950 
Lindisf. G. doeS]. a 1173 Cott. Horn. 233 Hwat deS si moder 
hire bearn?. .hi hit. .die< 5 under hire ar me. c 1175 Lamb. 
Horn. 51 A 1 swa nmdeaS bi pe deade. c 1200 T rim Coll. Horn. 
S3 He doS alse holie write seiS. c 1320 Cast. Love 1468 Vn- 
wrestlyche he deep. 1340 Ayenb. 68 In al pet god dep. 
<7 x340 Cursor M. 11838 (Trin.) pis caitif . . Doop [v.r. dos] 
him leches for to seke. 1382 Wyclif John ill. 21 Ech man 
that doith yuele. <71500 Melusine lxii, 371 Yf a man dooth 
as wei as he can. 1559 Primer in Priv. Prayers (1851) 35 
God .. Which doth all in order due. 1569 Golding Heminges 
Post. 27 The thing that Christ dothe here, is that he dothe 
Peter to understand. 1587 Golding De Momay xL (16x7) 
166. He doeth thee to onderstand. 1588 Shaks. L. L. L. 
1. ii. 50 It doth amount to one more then two. ^ 1721 St. 
Germaois Doctor Stud. 21 He that doth against them, 
doth against justice. 18x9 Shelley Cenci iv. iv. 4, 1 must 
speak with Count Cenci ; doth he sleep ? 

/3. c 950 Lindisf . Gosp. Matt. vi. 3 N yta winstra Sin huaet 
wyreas vel doas suiSra Sin. Ibid. vii. 24 Se Se . . does 5 a 
ilco. Ibid. viii. 9 Ic cue$o . . Seua minum, do Sis, and [he] 
does [Rushw. he doep]. a 1300 Cursor M. 5208 He dus 
[v.r. dos] nakins ping, c 1340 Ibid. 2908 (Fairf.) Hit 
dose [v.r. dos] mony in syn to fal. a 1375 Joseph A rim. 
233 He dos as he bad. C1450 St. Cutiwert (Surtees) 7291 
Wha so dose agayne pe saynte. 1555 Abp. Parker Ps. xxii, 
My hart . . doth melt and pyne, as waxe by fier dose. 
1596 Shaks. x Hen. IP, in. t. 172 Faith he does. 1601 — 
A ITs Well iv. iil 236 Our Interpreter do's it well. Ibid. 3x7 
Why do’s he aske ? x66i Marvell Corr. xxi. Wks. 1872-5 
II. 54 Longer then your business usually dos. 1662 Stil- 
lingfl. Orig. Sacr. 11. iii. § 2 The person that does therm 
y. 1347 Bale SeL Wks. (18491 234 No goodly institution, 
nor ordinance . . do this faithful woman contemn, a 1553 
Philfot Exam. Writ. (1842) 333 He. .do confess himself 
to speak of this third kind. 1599 W. Cunningham Cosmogr. 
Glasse 6 Geographic doe deliniat, and set out the universal 
earth. 1660 Pepys Diary (1875) I. 62 Sir Arthur Hasel- 
rigge do not yet appear in the House. 1741 Richardson 
Pamela I. 65 He don’t know you. 1831 Fonblanque Eng. 
under 7 Administ (1837) 1 1 * 100 God don’t suffer them 
now. : : Mod. s.w. dial He du zay. , That he dm ; ■ 


d. plural ; do. 

Forms: a. 1 doS, do (we, etc.), (dda 1 ®, dde’S), 

2- 4 dop. 0 . 3-4 don, (4-5 done), 6- do (5-6 
doo, 6-7 doe, dooe, 7- interr. d 5 ye). y. north. 1 
d6as, does, 3-6 dos, 4 dose, dus, 4-5 duse, 6 
dois. 

a, Y975 Ruskw. Gosp. Matt. v. 46 Ah gmfel-geroefe paet 
ne doep. Ibid. 47 Hwset doap ge marae ? c xooo Ags. Gosp. 
Matt. v. 47 Gyf ge Sast dop. Ibid., Hwset do £ e mare? 
c 1x75 Lamb. Horn. 9 Bet .. pene we dop. 1340 Ayenb. 69 
Hi dop. .pe contrarye. / „ 

fi. c 1200 Trin. Coll. Horn. 19 pese two ping don alle 
heSen men. 1382 Wyclif Mark vii. 8 Manye opere thingis 
lyke to pes ge don [1388 doon ; 1534 Tindale— x6xx ye do; 
1582 Rhem. you doe]. 1426 Audklay Poems 12 Thai done 
hym deme. 1376 F lemtng Pamfil. Epist. 89 What you doe, 
and what other do. 1384 Peele Arraignm. Paris 1. m, 
As done these fields and groves. 1660 J er. Taylor Worthy 
Commun. i. § 2. 39 We do it also, and doe it much more. 
X730 A. Gordon Majfei's Amphitk. 108 Why don’t they con- 
sider? a 1832 Bentham Mem. Wks.x843X. 246 Howd’yedo? 

y. c 950 Lindisf. Gosp. Matt. v. 46 Bser-suinnigo Sis doas. 
Ibid. 47 Gie doas vel wyreas. <71340 Ham pole Pr. Consc. 
4x46 Sw ilk men . .pat mykel dus [?». r. dose] ogayns God ties 
lawe. <7x400 Duse [see 24 d]. 1533 Dois [ibid.]. Mod. 
north, dial Them that does it. 

3 . Indicative Past. 

a. 1st and 3 rd pers. sing, did. 

Forms: 1-2 dyde , 2-5 dide, dude (u), dede, 
5 dode, 4-6 dyde, dyd, 4- did (4 dud, 4-5 didd, 
5-6 didde). 

a xooo Caedmon's Gen. 2691 (Gr.) Ne dyde ic for facne. 
a X131 0. E. Chron. an. 1x23 pis he dyde. Ibid, an, 1127 Se 
king hit dide. Y1175 Lamb. Dom. 95 He dude pet heo weren 
birnende. <7x230 Gen. $ Ex. 762 Quer abram is bigging 
dede._ c 1330 R. Brunne Chron. (1810) 221 Sir Rauf . . did 
per his endyng. 13 . . Cursor M. 1608 He to pin him-selfen 
did [G. didd, TV. didde]. <7x340 Ibid. 6270 (Trin.) pe brode 
watir he dud him ynne [earlier MSS. did, dide]. 1387 Trevisa 
Higdenx Rolls 1.2x5 perynne Romulus dede his owne ymage. 
<7 1420 Chron.' Vzlod. 501 He dude also. Ibid. 936 To his 
mow the po his hond he dode. <7 1430 Syr Try am. 495 He 
dyd hym faste away. 1461 Cl. Paston in Paston Lett. 
No, 367 I. 540, I dede . . Hauswan goo to my Lord. 1590 
Spenser F Q. ii. i. 33 All I did, I did but as I ought. 

b. 2nd pers. sing, didst. 

Forms: a. 1 dydes(t, 2-5 dides(t, dudest, 5 
dydest, 6-7 diddest, 6- didst. 0 . 3-4 dides- 
(tou), dedes-, dudes- ; 7. north 4 did, 

a xooo Andreas 929 (Gr.) Du ondssec dydest. a 1225 After. 
R. 306 Pis pu dudest per. c 1230 Halt Meid. 9 pat tu eauer 
dides te into swuch peowdom. 13 . . Cursor M. 10484 Als 
pou did [v.rr. diddist, dudest] quilum dame sarra. Ibid. 
1262 6 Quidid pu pus? [Trin. didestou pus]. 1382 Wyclif 
2 Sam . xii. 12 pou didist hidyngli. c 1430 Merlin 41 Thow 
dedist their brother to be slain. 1543 Primer Hen. VI If 
Litany, The noble workes that thou diddest in their daies. 
x6xx Bible 2 Sam. xii. 12 Thou, diddest it secretly. Ibid. 
Ps. xliv. x What worke thou didst in their dayes. 1819 
Shelley Julian 4 M. 459 Thou, .didst speak thus and thus. 

c. plural did, 

Forms: 1 dydon (-un), poet. Angl. d£don 
( W.S. d&don), 2 didon, 2-5 diden, duden, 
deden (2 dedeun, 4 didyn, diddym), 2-6 dide, 

3- 5 dude, dede (4-6 didde), 4- did (4 dud, 5-6 
dyd). 

Csedmods Gen. 722 (Gr.) Paet hie to mete dsedon ofet un- 
faele. Ibid. 1944 He ne cuSe hwset pa cynn dydon. C950 
Lindisf ' Gosp. Matt. xxvi. 19 .And dedon Sa Segnas sum 
bibeodbim Sehmlend. I bid. xxviii. 15 H ia . .dedon suae weron 
gelaered [i? ushw . dydu n, Ags. G. dydon, Hatt. dyden]. a 1132 
O. E. Chron. an. 1129 Swa swa hi ear didon. 1154 Ibid. an. 
1137. Slime hi diden in crucethus .. and dide scearpe stanes 
per inne. c 1173 Lajnb. Horn. 91 Heo . .swa duden. c 1250 
Gen. 4 Ex. 1059 He so deden als he hem bad. <7x330 R. 
Brunne Chron. (1810) 201 Alle pat did pat dome. <7 X340 
Cursor M. 17411 (Trin ) 3 e duden him vndir lok & sele. 
<7x380 Wycuf Set. Wks. III. 109 More . . pan pey dude. 
1387 Trevisa Iligden (Rolls) IV. 353 pey dede [v.rr. dude } 
dide] hym in to pe see. c 1400 Maundev, (Roxb.) xL 42 pai 
did Criste to deed. Ibid, xv, 67 Him didd pe lews on pe 
crosse. <7x400 Destr. 'Troy ifE Dydden all to the dethe. 
Ibid. 11960 Dyden. 1426 Audelay Poems 10 Thus we dydon 
myschyvysly. 1330 Compend. Treat , (1863) 59 So diden y® 
apostles. 1548 Hall Chron., Hen. V (an. 8) 72b, Why did 
thei take it? 1639 Baxter Key Cath. xxxv. 252 The rest. . 
did what they did. 

4 . Subjunctive Present. 

a. singular do. Forms: 1 do, (d< 5 e, doa), 
2- do (5-7 doo, doe). 

^930 Lindisf. Gosp. Mark x. 35 pjette. , 5 u doe us. <7975 
Ruskw. Gosp. Matt. vi. 3 Nyte se winstrae hond pin hwaet 
pin sio swipre doa. c xooo Ags. Ps. (Th.) lxxv, 6 Daet he do 
ealle hale, a 1223 St. Marker. 20 Ich bidde .. paet tu do 
baldeliche. 13. . Cursor M. 23904 par-of. .scho do hir will. 
<7 X400 Maundev. (1839) iv. 32 fif ony man do thereinne ony 
maner metalle. 1577 B. Googe Heresback's Hush. 1. (1586) 
15 b, That he doo not thinke himselfe wvser then his maister. 
1581 Savile Tacitus Hist. 1. vii. (1591) 5 Doe he wel doe 
he ill, al is ill taken. Mod. If he do anything unexpected. 

b. plural do. Forms : 1 don (doen, doan, 
dde), 2-5 don, 4-5 doon, 3- do (5-7 doo, doe). 

a xooo Father's Instr. (Cod. Ex.) 70 Deah hi worn d<5n, 
* 3 “ Cursor M. 23760 (Fairf.) If we blepeli after him do. 
c 1385 Chaucer L. G. W. 1988 Ariadne, That we doon the 
gayler. .To come. Mod. What if we do? 

5 . Subjunctive Past. did. 

Forms : sing : 1 dyde (dede) ; 2- (as Indicative). 
plural 1 dyden, dyde ; 2- (as Indie.). 

a 900 Martyrol in 0. E . T. 178/36 ©a fraegn se . . for hwon 
he suae dede. <7930 Lindisf. Gosp. John xv. 24 Gif ic ne 
dyde. <— Matt, xii, 16 Dedon vel dydon [Ruskw. dydun]. 
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c xooo Ags. Gosp. Matt. xi. 21 Hi dydun dsed-bote [Lindisf . , 
Ruskw. dydon, Hatt. byo deden]. 1556 A ureiio 4 I sab. 
(1608) Kvij, If I didde it not. Mod. If you did that, you 
would be blamed. 

6. Imperative do. a. sing. Forms : 1 do (dda, 
doe), 2- do (5- 7 doo, doe, dooe). 

a xooo Caedmon's Gen. 2225 iGr.) Do swa ic Se bidde. 
<7x000 Ags. Gosp. Luke x. 37 Ga and do eall-swa [Lindisf. 
gaa and ou d< 5 o ongelic]. a 1300 Cursor M. 15506 Fra mi 
fete do pin hand, c 1400 Melayne 308 To dedis of armes 
hym doo. x6xx Bible Jer. xliv. 4 Oh doe not this abomin- 
able thing. Mod. Do your best. 

b. plural. Forms : a. 1 doS (doe^, -setS, -alS, 
doas), 2-3 dop, 4 dothe, 4-5 dooth. 0 . 4- do 
(5-7 doo, doe). 7. north. 3-4 dos (dus), 4-5 
dose. 

a. cjooo Ags. Gosp. Matt. iii. 3 Dop his siSas rihte. 
<7 1340 Cursor M. 16281 (Laud) Dothe hym on rode, c 1350 
Will Palerne 3807 Dop your dede to-day. <7x400 A. Davy 
Dreams x 54 Doop me into prison. 

£. <7x340 Cursor M. 4893 (Fairf.) Do folow ham. x6u 
Bible Matt. vii. 12 Doe [earlier i6ik c. vv. do] ye even so 
to them. 1682 Norris Hi erodes. Golden Verses 32 That doe. 

y. <7950 Lindisf. Gosp. Matt, iii. 2 llreonisse doas vel 
wyreas. — John vi. xo Does paette^ Sa menn ^esitta. 
a 1300 Cursor M. 2792 Tas and dos [Fairf. take an and do] 
your will wit paa. <7x300 Havelok 2592 Dos me als ich 
wile you lere. <71340 Cursor M. 5090 (Fairf.) Make you 
redy- .and dose you hame. 

7 . Present Participle doing; (diHgX 

Forms: a. 1 donde (d6ende), 2-3 donde, 4 
doinde, 4-6 doinge, doynge, 6 - doing. 0 . north. 
3-5 doande, 4-6 doand. 

<7950 Lindisf. Gosp. John, Cent, x, Efne xelic liine.. 
doende gode. c xooo Ags. Gosp. Matt. xxiv. 46 Hys lilafurd 
hyne gemet pus dondne [Lind, doende, Rnshw. ddnde, 
Hatt. doende]. <-1275 Lay. 5872 Her solle pe wel donde 
euere worpe riche. <7 1300 Beket 277 Evere doinge he was. 
Mod. What was he found doing ? 

8 . Past Participle done (dtm). 

Forms: a. 1 sed6n (-doen, -din, -dden, -doan), 
2-3 idon, 3-5 ydon, ido, ydo (5 ydoo, edoone). 
0 . 3-7 don, 4- done (4 doun, dun(e, 5 doon, 
north, doyne, 5-6 doone, doen, 6 dooen, downe, 
Sc. 6-dune). 7. 4-6 do, 5 doo, doe. 

a. 1123 O. E. Chron., Swa mycel hearm paer waes gedon. 
c 1303 St. Edward 19 in E. E. P. (1862) 107 pulke ring is 
3ut..for relik ido. <71420 Chron. Vilod. 377 Had y don 
meyte in a dysshe. Ibid. 580 Hit was po y do. 1440 J. 
Shirley Dethe K '. James (1818) 26 That edoone the hang- 
mane was commandid. .to kut of that hand, c 1440 Parto - 
tiope 6794 How he hadde follyly I do. 

/ 3 . <21x31 O.E. Chron. an. 1126, paet waes call _ don Surh 
his dohtres raed. a 1300 Cursor M. 2906 Qui has pou 
pusgat don ? 13 . . Ibid. 16762 + 22 Til end pis dede is doyn. 
— Ibid. 16812 Thingez pat are doyne. Ibid. 20065 
Crist was doun on pe rode, c 1350 Will. Palerne 937 Y- 
wisse, y am done. <71380 Wyclif Serm. Sel. Wks, I. 271 
Bifore alle pingis ben doone. <7 1420 Pallad. on Husb. 1. 4 
As sum have doon. <7x423 Wyntoun Cron. vi. xii. 28 pan 
wes he dwne. 1432-50 trv Higden (Rolls) I, 193 what 
scholde be doen. 1335 Fisher Wks. (1876) 380 He hath 
. .don al this. 1535 Eden Decades 182 After he hath dooen 
thus. 1538-68 Warde tr. Alexis' Seer, 2 a, That doen, 
take a pound . . of Aloes. 1577 B. Googe Heresback's H usb. 
iv. (1586) 174 b» All is daslit, and done. 1594 Plat Jewell- 
ho. I. 5 To have been doone by Abimelech. 1674 tr. 
Scheffer's Lapland 7 Which don, he rises up. 1860-x Flo. 
Nightingale Nursing 24 [To see] that what ought to be 
done is always done. 

y. 13.. Cursor M. 24x3 (Trin.) Sir she seide hit shal he 
do. <7x380 Wyclif Serm. Sel. Wks. I. 337 $if Eve hadde do 
so. <7 1449 Pecock Repr. Prol. x So that it be do with 
honeste. 1482 Monk of Evesham (Arb.) 49 Thyngys that 
y schulde haue doo. 1509 Act 1 He?i. VIII , Pref., The kynge 
. .hath do to be ordeined. 1322 World Child in Iiazl. 
Dodsley I. 252 Many a lord have I do lame. 

9 . Verbal sb. Doing, q.v. 

B. Signification. 

General scheme of arrangement— I. Transitive senses (*To 

ut. ** To bestow, render. *** To perform, effect). II. 

ntransitive : To put forth action, to act. III. Causal a.nd 
Auxiliary uses (* Causal. ** Substitute. *** Periphrastic). 
IV. Special uses of certain parts (Imperative, Infinitive, Pres, 
pple.. Past pple.). V. Special uses with prepositions (e. g. 
do for). VI. In combination with adverbs (e.g. do off). 

I. Transitive senses. 

* To put, place* (Cf. the adv. combinations do 
on , off, in, out, etc. in VI.) 

J* 1 * To put, place, a*, lit. Obs. exc. dial. 

<7897 K. jElfred Gregory's Past. xlix. (E.E.T.S.) 383 
©set mon his sweord doo ofer his hype, c xooo Ags. Gosp. 
Matt. ix. 17 His doS niwe win on niwe bytta. O. E. 
Chron. sxi. 1137 Me dide cnotted strenges abuton here 
haeued. 01x7$ Lamb. Horn. 85 pet corn me deS in to 
gerner. <7x250 Gen. 4 Ex. 2586 Euerilc knape child . . ben 
a-non don Se flod wiS-in. a 1300 Cursor M. 13846 (Cott.) 
pat he be tan, and don in band. <71300 Ibid. 20x12 (Edin.) 
Amang pe nunnis. .be hir dide. c 1400 Sowdone Bab. 1363 
Take myn hawberke and do it on Che, <7x440 A nc. Cookery 
in Househ. Orel (1790) 425 Do hom in a pot and seth horn, 
and do therto gode broth. 1460 Capgrave Chron. 43 Ozias 
. .presumed to do upon him the prestis stole. 1563-87 Foxe 
A. <5* M. (1684) II. 440 If I would not tell where I had done 
him. x6oo W. Vaughan Directions for^ Health (1633) 117 
Take a gallon . . of pure water, and do it into a pot. 1606 
Holland Sueton. 120 He tooke of his Ring . . then after- 
wardes did it uppon his finger againe. 1877 E. Peacock 
N. W. Lincolns. Gloss. 89/x Where hes ta done it? I’ve 
look’d high an’ low for it, 

t b. fig. Obs. 

<7 1230 Halt Meid, 7 DeS hire in to dreochtmge to tfihten 
bus & hinen. a 1300 Cursor M. 15235 (Cott.) pat sal pis 
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ilk night be don . . to mikel pine, c 1305 Judas Iscariot 46 
in E. E. P. (1862) 108 pp quene vpe him hire hurte dude. 
a 1325 Prose Psalter xxxix. [xlj. 15 Ne do noujt, Lord, J>y 
mercy fer fra me. 1393 Langl. P. PL C. xxi. 93 Ich do me 
in ^oure grace, c 1460 Toumeley Myst. (Surtees) 16 And 
thou thus dos me from thi grace. 1335 Stewart Cron, Scot. 
(1858} I. 225 He did him in his will. 1598 Mucedoms in 
HazL Dodsley^ VII. 222 Take him away, and do him to 
execution straight. 

c. To do to death : origv to put to death ; now, 
often with emphasis on the do, implying a slow 
or protracted process, arch. (Cf. Death 12.) 

<22175 Cott. Horn. 229 Hu hi michte hine to deafte 3edon. 
m 1225 Leg. Kath. 2x31 Ichulle . . don pe to deafte. at 300 
Cursor M. 13961 (Cott.) pe lues . . soght iesu at do to ded. 
££440 Pecock Refir. 564 Men. for her trespacis ben doon 
into her Deeth. *579-80 North Plutarch (1 676) 1004 The 
utting away and doing his Wife Octavia to death. 1599 
haks. Much Ado v, in. 3 Done to death by slanderous 
tongues. 1868 Freeman Norm. Conq. (1876V II. viii. 302 
That brother had been done to death by English traitors. 

fd. To do of : to put out of, deprive of, rid of, 

< do out " of. To do of dawe, adawe : see Day sb. 
17 . To do of live : see Life. Oh. 

c 1305 St. Lucy 95 in E. E. P. (1862) 104 Ne mai no worn- 
man . . of hire maidenhod beo ido. 13. „ Cursor M. 5944 
(Cott.) Drightin sua pam did of all. 

1 2. reft. To put or set oneself ; to betake one- 
self, proceed, go. Obs. 

a 1225 A tier. R. 430 Me were leouere uorto don me touward 
Rome, a 1300 Cursor M. 12832 (Cott.) He did him pan to 
flurrt iordan. <7x300 St. Brandan 33 We dude ous in a 
schip. 13. . Guy Warzo. (A) 343 On his knes he him dede 
Bifor Felice. £1340 Gaw. <$* Gr. Knt. 1368 Ho dos hir 
forth at J>e dore. c 1350 Will. Pal erne 2061 He deraied 
him as a deuel & dede him out a-3eine. <7x425 Seven Sag \ 
(P.) 2416 He dyde hym anoon to ryde. c 1435 Torr. Por- 
tugal 1521 Of the valey he did hym swith. 

f 1>. intr. To proceed, go. See Do way ( 53 ). 
Obs. 

a 1300 Cursor M. 6140 * Dos now forth pai said in hi. 

+ 3. trans. To apply, employ, lay out, expend. 
Obs. To do cost : see Coot sb* 5 . 

1411 E. E. Wills (1882) 17 Y wille pat p» surplus be don 
for my soule. 1434 Ibid. 101 Sell hit, & do hit for the loue 
of god. 1522 Bury Wills (1850) 1 17 The mony. .to be don 
for my sowle and hys. 

b. To settle, invest. Obs. 

£1330 R. Brunne Chron. (x8io) 31 Who felle to haf pe 
lond, on pam it suld be don. 

** To bestow, impart, grant, render, give (a thing 
to a person) ; to cause to befall or come. 

Grig, with dative of the recipient or person affected, and 
accusative of that which is imparted or caused : e.g. * it did 
him credit *. But in later use the dative is largely replaced 
by to and prepositional object, and then changes places with 
the verbal object : ‘ it did credit to his good sense \ 

(The primary notion here appears to have been that of 
fruiting (or bestozving) something to a person, being closely 
related to prec. section, in which a person is put to or into 
something.) 

4. To impart to, bring upon (a person, etc.) some 
affecting quality or condition ; to bestow, confer, 
indict; to cause by one’s action (a person) to have 
(something). In later use, associated more closely 
with the notion of performance, as in 6 , e.g. to do 
any one a service = to perform some action that 
is of service to him. 

axooo Mariyrol. 7 May(E E.T.S.) 78 Se gedyde dumbum 
men spraece. £iooo Ags. Ps. (Th.) cxlu[i). 10 ]?u me god 
dydest. 1x54 O. E. Citron, an. 2137 Alle pe pines pe hi 
diden wrecce men. c 1205 Lay. 481 Heo willed pe freonscipe 
don. a X225 Ancr. R. 124 pu des: me god. <23300 Cursor 
M. 12666 (Cott.) He thoght him do solace. Ibid. 20079 
(Cott.) pai me do pis mikel scham. Ibid. 20274 (Cott.) It 
dos me god pat i yuu se. £2400 Maundev. (Roxb.) iv 12 
Soho duse na man harme. 1523 Ld. Berners Froiss I. 
cc vil. 244 The which d yd them great trou ble. 2535 Cover- 
dale 2 Macc. ix. 7 It brassed his body, & dyd him greate 
payne. 1675 Wood Life(Qx f. Hist. Soc.) II. 316 It . .did me 
a great deal of good. 1773 Goldsm. Stoops to Cong, v, Sure 
he’ll do the dear boy no harm. 28x9 Southey Lett. (1856) 
III. 112 The book does him very great credit. 

b. To render, administer, pay, extend, exhibit, 
show to a person (justice, worship, thanks, etc.). 

axooo Cynewulf Christ 1567 Hy to sift doft gaestum 
helpe. £ xooo Ags. Ps. (Th.) cviii. 21 Do me pine . . mycle 
mildheortnesse. 1154 O. E. Chron. an. 1140 Alle diden 
him manred. £ 2300 Cursor M. 24058 (Edin.) Ys al to don 
sucour. £2340 Ibid. 15047 (Trin.) Pat we pe do suche 
worshepe as we may. c 1400 Maundev. (Roxb.) xxiv. 113, 
I schall do pe an euill turne, c 1450 Merlin 5 They moste 
do hir the lawe. £1477 Caxton Jason 11 To doo her 
ayde ayenst her ennemyes. 1533 Ld. Berners Froiss. I. 
cxxxiii. x6i Than the kyng dyd them that grace, that he 
suflfred them to passe. 1703 Rowe Ulyss. 1. 1, To do 
him right He was a Man indeed. 177 6 Trial of Nuiuio- 
comar 73/1 The Gentlem en of the Audawlet would do him 
justice. 1847 Marryat Childr. N. Forest xiii, I did a 
gipsy a good turn once. 

5. With the indirect object governed by to ; thus 
passing into 6 . 

<2x300 Cursor M. 172884-257 (Cott.) A grete honour to 
wy-mmen did he in pat cas. c X340 Ibid. 5980 (Fairf.) pe folk of 
cglpte pat maste to bestes done worshepe. c 1385 Chaucer 
L. G. W. 1601 Hypsip. <§• Medea , He made hire don to 
I as on cumpaynye At mete. £1430 Chron, Filed. 493 Of pe 
desplesaunce p fc ychave do to 30W. 1509 Hawes Past. Pleas. 
Xxxin. xxviii, These ladies unto me did great pleasaunce. 
*587. Golding De Mornay iii. 36 If due Justice vnto you 
were doone. 2660 Pepys Diary (1890) 17 Which . . he did 
to do a courtesy to the town. 27x2 Addison Sped. No. 70 
F 5 Persons, .which do Honour to their Country. 2878 S. 


Walpole Hist. Eng. I. 158 A day's sport which would have 
done credit to these modern days. 

*** To put forth (action or effort of any kind) ; 
to perform, accomplish, effect. (Now the leading 
trans. use.) 

Since every kind of action may be viewed as a particular 
form of doing, the uses of the verb are as numerous as. the 
classes of objects which it may govern. Only the. general 
senses can here be exhibited ; the phrases formed by the 
verb with special substantive objects, are treated under the 
words concerned ; e. g. to do honour, the honours 0 / : see 
Honour. 

0. To perform, execute, achieve, carry out, effect, 
bring to pass. (With an object denoting action.) 
e.g. to do work , a thing, that , it, what ? etc. 

a 1000 Guthlac 61 (32) [Hi] pa weorc ne doft. axooo 
Booth. Metr. xiii. 79 (Gr.) H10 sceal eft don piet hio aer 
dyde, 1x33 O, E. Chron,, pis he dyde eall for pes biscapes 
luuen. a 1225 Leg. Kath. 748 Heo ne duden nawiht. a 1300 
Cursor M. 13473 (Cott.) He. .Wist well wat he had to don. 
2383 Wyclif John x. 37 If I do not the workis of my fadir, 
nyle 3e bileue to me. c 1450 St. Cuthbert (Surtees) 4156 
Of diuers miracles pat Cuthbert did. 2581 Mulcaster Posi- 
tions i. (1887) 2 Neither £ haue don so much as I might. 
2612 Bible Transl. Pref. 2 He did neuer doe a more 
pleasing deed. 27x1 Addison Sped. No. 93 F 1 Our Lives 
. . are spent either in doing nothing at all, or in doing nothing 
to the purpose. 1847 Marryat Childr. N. Forest iv, Hum- 
phrey will . .do all the hard work. 

b. To do good, evil, right, wrong , etc. 

c xooo Ags. Ps. lxifi]. 9 Ge woh doft. 2154 0 . E. Chron. an. 
2140 Ware se he com he dide mare yuel panne god. cx 300 
Cursor M. 29167 (Cott. Galba) pam aw here to do right. 
X382 Wyclif Eccl. vii. 21 Ther is not forsothe a ri3twis 
man in the erthe, that do good, and not synne. % 1513 
Douglas Alneis 111. i. 105 Quhat wipkitnes or mischeif may 
be do. 2526-34 T indale Matt, xxviu 23 What evyll hath he 
done? 2847 Marryat Childr. N. Forest xxv, Surely I 
have done wrong. 

c. To commit (sin, crime, etc.) ; to perpetrate. 
Obs. or arch . 

a 2000 Father s Insir. 70 (Cod. Ex. If. 81 a) Beah hi worn 
don. 2297 R. Glouc. (1724) 369 pulke robberye, pat hym 
po^te he adde ydo. a 2300 Cursor M. 5173 (Gott.) Je gabb, 
and certis, do gret sin. £2440 Promp.Parv. 126/2 Do 
mawmentry e,ydotatro. *4. , Circumcision in TundalesVis. 
(1843) 98 As thow dydest neuer trespace. 2539 Biv Hxlsey 
Primer nr, Thou shalt do no murder. 1686 in Pic ton L' pool 
Mimic. Rec. (1883) I. 271 Severall abuses done by such as 
sell rootes. a 2745 Swift Rules cone. Servants Wks. 1745 
VIII. 7 When you have done a fault, be pert and insolent. 

d. To execute, administer, practise (a function, 
office, or duty). 

£ xooo Ags. Ps. (Th.) cxxxix. 12 Gode deft drihten domas. 
1154 O. E. Chron. an. 2140 He dide god iustise and rnakede 
pais, a 2300 Cursor M. 9708 (Cott.) Rightwisli to do iustise. 
Ibid. 27272 Queper pai pair mister leli do. 27x5 Leoni 
Palladio % s Archit, (1742) I. 99 The judges attended to do 
justice. 1847 Marryat Childr N. Forest xxvii, As many 
of your countrymen as you may consider likely to do good 
service. 2892 Gardiner Stud. Hist. Eng. 21 Justice was 
done between man and man. 

e. With various extensions of the predicate ex- 
pressing the relation of the action to another person 
or thing. Often blending with 5 . 

£ 1000 Ags. Ps. (Th.) Ixxxv. 16 Dogedefe mid me, Drihten, 
tacen. 1254 O. E. Chron. an. 1137 Na god ne dide me for 
his saule par of. £1275 Lamb. Horn. 222 pere muchele 
mildheortnesse pe he dude on us. a 2300 Cursor M. 29325 
(Cott.) pai durst na utolence to pam do. 2382 Wyclif John 
xvi. 3 And thei schuln do to 30U thes thingis, for thei ban 
not knowe the fadir, nether me. £1400 Maundev. (1839) 
xxx. 300 So riche pat pei wvte not what to done with hire 
godes. c 1480 Crt. Love 46 Love arted me to do my observ- 
aunce To his estate. 1535 Coverdale i Chron. xx.[xix]. 2, 
I vvil do mercy vpon Hanun the sonne of Nahas. 2644 Mil- 
ton Areop (Arb.) 37 Then began to be consider’d, .what was 
to be don to libellous books. 1719 De Foe Crusoe n. ii, 
We knew not what to do with this poor girt. 2843 Erased s 
Mag. XXVIII. 729 What is to be done with Ireland now? 
2890 Sir N. Lindley in Law Times Rep, LXIII. 690/1, I 
think an injustice has been done to the plaintiff. 

7. To perform duly, carry out, execute. (With 
obj. expressing command, duty, etc.) 

£825 Vesp Psalter cxiii. jo Laer mec doan willan Sinne. 
axooo Caedmon's Gen. 142 Dragon and dydon drihtnes 
willan. a 1300 Cursor M, 3414 (Cott.) Gladli his biding he 
dtdd. £1385 Chauckr L. G. W. 1644 Hypsip. & Medea, 
And doth his^ oth & goth with hire to bedde. ? a 1535 
Hickseorner in Hazl. Dodsley I, 177 Do my counsel, 
brother Pity. 2557 N. T. (Genev.) Matt. vi. 20 Thy wil 
be done [Tind. fulfilled]. 1653 Holcroft Procopius n. 50 
They did his commands with alacrity. 1722 J. James tr. 
Le Blond's Gardening 204 Take out the Dirt that hinders 
the Water from doing its Office. _ 187a E. Peacock Mabel 
Heron I. i. 5 Servants who did his bidding. 

b. To perform duly, celebrate (a ceremony, etc.). 
a 2000 Souls Compl. 69 ponne ha lege menn gode. .lofsong 
do 5 . a 1300 Cursor M. 28251 (Cott.) In kyrk. .quen goddis 
serais was to do. £1400 Destr. Troy 2413 All pere lordes 
Didyn sacrifice solempne vnto sere god Ides, 1463 Bury 
Wills (Camden) 28 Whan the messe is do on my yeerday. 
2483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 219 b/2 To don penaunce here for 
our synnes. 2548 Hall Chron., Hen. V (an. 8) 75 b. The 
coronacion of his Quene and spouse, .whiche was doen the 
dale of S. Mathy. 1583 Rich Pkylotus <£ Em. (1835) 23 
The Mariage rites that are to bee doen in the Churche. 
1875 Stubbs Const. Hist III. xviii. 127 She. .submitted to 
the correction of the bishops, and did penance. 

t c. To execute, discharge, deliver (a message, 
etc.). Obs. 

1523 Ld. Berners Froiss. I. lxxvi. 97 They loked among 
them who shulde do y J message. 1580 Sidney Arcadia 
(1622) 55 A Gentleman desired leaue to doe a message from 
his Lord vnto him. 2596 J . Dee in Lett. Lit. Men (Camden) 
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88 To Mr. Boston.. I wold full fayne have my .commenda- 
tions done. 1678 Bunyan Ptlgr. 1. 144 We will do him word 
of this thy behaviour. 2706-7 Farquhar Beaux Strat. in. 
ii. Do my bassemains to the gentleman. 

8 . (In /<z. pple. and perf. tenses.) To accomplish, 
complete, finish, bring to a conclusion. To be 
done, to be at an end. 

a 2300 Cursor M. 20319 (Cott.) Mi ioi es don euerilk dele; 
£1320 R. Brunne Medit. 231 Whan pe soper was do, cryst 
ros anone. a 24S® Knt, de la Tour (1868) 145 Alle the 
seruice is songe & doo. c 1489 Caxton Sonnes of Aymon i. 
56 He knewe well that it was doon of [=all up with] hym. 
1548-9 (Mar.) Bk. Com. Prayer 127 b, When the Clerkes 
have dooeti syngyng. 1568 Grafton Chron. II. 22 Before 
his funeral! obsequy was finished and done. 1697 Dryden 
Virg. Past. ix. 73 Now the Chime of Poetry is done, a 2745 
Swift Direct. Servants Wks. (1869) 566/2 When dinner is 
done. 2887 Rider Haggard Jess xv, By the time that the 
horses had done their forage. 

b. To be done is used of the agent instead of 
‘to have done’, in expressing state rather than 
action. (Chiefly Irish , Sc., U.S., and dial.) 

1766 Amory Buncle (1770) IV. 119, I was done with love 
forever. 2771 T. Jefferson Let. T. A dams in Harper's 
Mag. No. 4S2. 206 One farther favor and I am done. 1776 
Bent ham Wks , (1838-43) X. 77 The rogue is pressing me so, 

1 must be done. 2835 Marryat Jac. Faith f, xiii, One little 
hit more, and then I am done. 2876 H. B. Smith iu A^/£(i88i) 
404 After this is done I am done. 1876 Ruskin Fors. Clav. 
VI. Ixvi. 102 Let usbe done with the matter. 28. . Lit. World 
(Boston) X. 400 The mills of the gods are not yet done 
grinding. 2883 Century Mag . XXV. 767ft ‘Going.. at 
twenty-four thousand dollars! Are you all done?' He 
scanned the crowd. 

9. To put forth, exert, use (diligence, endeavour, 
etc.) in effecting something. To do one's best, cure , 
devoir, diligence, endeavour, might, pam, etc. : see 
these words. 

a 1300 Cursor M, 14480 (Cott.) pai did pair pam pat he 
and lazar war bath slain, c 2330 Assump. Virg. (B.M. MS.) 
7 Aungeles donn here myst 'I’o serue hure hope day & tty^t. 
£ 1440 Generydes 68 They dede ther besy payne. _ 1509 
Hawes Past. Pleas. 1. xvii, To reade their names 1 did my 
busy cure. 2523 Ld. Berners Froiss . I. clxxxii. 216 Shame 
haue he that dothe nat his power to distroy ail. 1612 Bible 

2 Tim. iv. 9 Doe thy diligence to come shortly vnto me. 
2724 De Foe Mem. Cavalier (1840) 76 They bade the Swedes 
do their worst. 2843 Fraser’s Mag. XXVIIL 328, I shall 
do my utmost to serve her 1872 Black Adv, Phaeton vi. 
82 The Lieutenant did his best to amuse her. 

10. To produce, make, bring into existence by 
one’s action. 

2580 Fulke (title), Stapleton and Martial!, .confuted. . 
Done and directed to all those that love the truth and hate 
superstitious vanities. 2583 Hollyband Campo di Fior 
357 We have done five orsix copies in the same paper. 2602 
Chester Loves Martyr, etc. 165 [169] Done by the best and 
chiefest of our moderne writers. 2703 Moxon Mech. Exerc. 
239 The Rough or Plain Work, is done with the Grey 
Kentish Bricks. 2820 Sporting Mag. XXXVI. 73 This 
method of doing (as it is called) a paper, is disgraceful. 
2858 Carlyle Fredk. Gt, (1865) I. it. viii. 08 Otto IV . . had 
an actual habit of doing verse. 1860-2 Flo. Nightingale 
Nursing 58 The sun is a painter. He does the photo- 
graph. 

11. To operate upon or deal with (an object) in 
any way. The most general word expressing tran- 
sitive action; and so, familiarly substituted for any 
verb the action of which is of a nature to be readily 
inferred from the subject or object, or both com- 
bined. In Slang, employed euphemistically to 
avoid the use of some verb plainly naming an 
action. Among the great variety of uses, the 
following are some of the chief : 

a. To do work upon or at, repair, prepare, 
clean, keep in order, etc. 

£ 1525 Cocke Lorells B. (Percy Soc.) 12 Some y ' lodysshe- 
stone dyd seke, some y» bote dyd. 2691 T. H[ale] Acc. 
New Invent, p. xxi, If they had done the other nineteen 
as that twentieth Ship was done fi.e. sheathed]. 2778 Miss 
Burney Evelina xxi, I did my hair on purpose. 2848 J. H. 
Newman Loss Cf Gain (1876) 170 A gardener, .whose wife 
(what is called) did his lodgers. ^ 2882 Grant White Eng. 
Without <§* Within xvi. 388 Do is made a word of all work 
. .Women do their back hair, and do everything that they 
arrange. ‘I have got these flowers to do’— meaning to 
arrange in a vase. 2883 Leisure H. 84/1 The Chinaman who 
usually ‘does’ ray room. Mod. The man who does our 
garden. The paper-hanger who did this room, has done it 
very well. 

b. To prepare or make ready as food ; to cook ; 
to preserve, pickle, etc. 

2660 Pepys Diary 2 Mar,, We had. .a carp and some 
other fishes, as well done as ever I eat any. 1796 Mrs. 
G lasse Cookery xix. 304 Red currants are done the same 
way. 182* Lamb Elia Seiv 1. Roast Pig, How equably he 
tvvirleth round the string, r Now he is just . done. /■ 2885 
Manch. Exam. 16 Sept. 5 2 [She] will have an extra 
bloater or a mutton chop done to- a turn. Mod. (U. S.) 
Advertisement . Young woman as dinner, or order cook: 
capable of doing pastry. 

C. To work at or out, solve, translate, reviewy 
depict, etc. 

2780 Johnson Let. to Mrs. Titrate 9 May, My Lives creep 
on.. I nave done Addison, Prior, .and almost Fenton 2823 
Macaulay in Life Cf Lett. (1880) I. 41 , 1 do Xeno«pbon every 
day. 1855 Th ack eray Newcomes iii, H e has done [sketched] 
me and Hannah too. 2866 Reader 3 Nov. 914 The gentle- 
man who -* does ’ the:.French books for the Athenaeum. 2863 
R. Buchanan Love me for ever it. iii, 92 There Amos often 
sat and did his accounts. 2887 L. Carroll Game of Logic 
iv. 96 Not one syllable of lessons do they ever do after their 
one o'clock dinner. Mod. A class of boys doing arithmetic 
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while another is doing Euclid. I cannot do this problem. 
Show me how to do this sum. 

d. To enact, act ; to play the part of. 

*599 Shaks. Much Ado n. i. 122 You could neuer doe him 
so ill well, vnlesse you were the very man. 1660 Pepys 
Diary 11 Oct., To the Coekpitt to see 4 The Moore of 
Venice which was well done. 1709 Steele Tatler No. 4 
1*4 A great Part of the Performance was done in Italian. 
2770 Foote Lame Lover 11. Wks. 1799 II. 80, I shall do 
Andromache myself. 1830 Fraser's Mag. I 131 He was 
too poor to do comet; but he did fire-fly with some 
brilliancy, 1857 Hughes Tom Brown 1. vii, East still doing 
the cicerone. 1883 Century Mag. XXV. 755/1 He did not 
seem to do the host. 

e. To finish up, exhaust, undo, ruin, Mo for*. 

c 1350 Will . Palerne 937 And but he wi^tly wite, y-wisse, 
yam done, a 1400-50 Alexander 3713 How we haue done 
ser Dary & drepid his k 'ijtes. 154a Udall Erasm. 
Apopk. 364 A man euen with veray age almoste dene 
dooen. 1666 Dryden Ann. Mirab. )xx, The Holland fleet, 
who, tired and done, Stretch’d on their decks like weary oxen 
lie. x8j£2 Examiner 9 Nov. 719/2 Oh, Charles, you have 
done me. 1841 P. McFarlanb Y/. 25 Aug., If we shrink, 
we are done. 1892 Black White 14 May 623/2 It was 
a decimal that did me in the Little-Go. 1893 Dunmore 
Pamirs I. 90 It was a.. trying march to-day for men and 
horses, and both were pretty well done by the time we got in. 

f. To hoax, cheat, swindle, overreach, slang. 
264* Best Farm . Bks. (Surtees) 13 6 And I can doe, My 

master too, When my master turnes his backe. vj 68 Goldsm. 
Good-n. Man n. i, If the man comes from the Cornish 
borough, you must do him. 1801 Sporting Mag. XVIII. 
100 To do any one, to cheat him. 1830 Disraeli in 
Edin. Daily Rev. 12 May (1885) 2,/S He did the Russian 
Legation at ecarte, 1887 Sims Mary Jane's Mem. 106 If 
you are too suspicious of servants . .‘they take a pleasure in 
•doing * you, to use a common saying: 

g. To accomplish (a given distance"! in travelling. 

_ 1824 T. Moore Mem. (1853) IV. 179, [I] did the four miles 
in less than twenty minutes. 1890 Nature 13 Mar. 435 The 
T05I miles between Grantham and. London are continuously 
‘ done * in 117 minutes. 

h. To go over as a tourist, visit, see. colloq. 

3830 Marryat King's Own xlii, Captain Hall . .has.. dene 

North and South America 1844 J, T. Hewlett Parsons 
IV. xvi, We. .as he used to call: it, * did a bit of continent * 
together. 1854 R. Doyle Brown , Jones, and Robinson 8 
They * do’ Cologne Cathedral. x86x Court Life at Naples 

II. 11 5 Travellers, zealously bent on doing the country and 
ail the sights. 

1 To serve out (a term of punishment), slang. 
1865 Daily Tel. 1 Mar. 3/3, * I was doing time ’. .(A cant 
term for serving a sentence m prison). 1889 Boldrewood 
Robbery under A rms (1890) 316 Men that have 4 done time*. 
18192 Saintsbury in Academy 30 Jan. 106/3 Tuer is a 
criminal, .and. .does his five years. 

j. With adjectives (in its origin an ellipt. use of 
d) : as to do the amiable , civil, grand, lazy, polite 
(person) ; but at length sometimes with thing 
understood, colloq. 

1836-9 Dickens Sk.Boz, Steam Excursion 234 pi He used 
to .. flatter the vanity of mammas, do the amiable to their 
daughters. 1856 Whyte Melville Kate Cov. iii, John 
‘doing the polite’, and laughing as he. .introduced * Captain 
Lovell V and ‘ Miss Coventry 1864 Sala in Daily Tel. 
24 Aug., Honestly doing the lazy, and luxuriating in the 
. .bounteous, summer, 1873 Tristram Moab xiii. 231 Doing 
the civil most oppressively. 1S75 R. H. R. Rambles in 
1 stria 195 One confesses, goes to mass, and does the proper. 

k. In elliptical expressions, as to do the outside 
edge, i.e. to practise skating on the outside edge. 

1883 Graphic ^ Jan. 3/2 To polish tip their skates, and to 
dream, .of doing the outside edge almost before Candlemas 
is over. 

l . In many other expressions, for which see the 
specific words. 

12 . With noun of action as object, the two being 
equivalent to a cognate verb of action, as to do 
writing -to write, to do repairs = to repair things. 

So to do Battle, Slaughter, etc. q. v. 
ct$xx xst Eng. Bk» Amer. (Arb.) Introd. 35/1 He comyth 
..euery yere in his chirche and doth a sermon. 1525X0. 
Berners Fro us. II. clxii. [clviiij. 449 There the kynge 
kneled downe and dyd his prayers. 16x1 Shaks. Cymb. 

III. v. 38 The Cure whereof, my Lord, 'Tis time must do. 
c 1750 Chatham Lett Nephew i. 1 Vour translation . . is . . 
done . . with much spirit. 1885 Law Reports 25 Q. Bench 
Div. 316 To do trifling _ repairs to waggons. 1894 Doyle 
S. Holmes 58, I was sitting doing a smoke. 

13 . To translate cr render into another language 
or form of composition. 

1660 Boyle New Exp. Phys. Mech. Pref. 15 He has 
already provided, that this piece shall shortly be done into 
Latine. 1710 Steele Tatler No. 230 r 2 Books . . not 
translated, but .. Done out of French, Latin, or other 
Language, and Made English. 1727 Pope, etc. Art of 
Sinking 121 A chapter or two of Burnet’s theory . . well 
circumstanced and done into verse. 1831 Macaulay Ess., 
Boswells Johnson. (1854) 189/1 When he wrote for publica- 
tion, he did his sentences out of English into Johnsonese, 

+ 14 . In passive , rendering L. fieri , factum esse : 
To be brought about, come to pass, happen. Qbs . 

1382 Wyclif Matt, xxvl. 1 It is don, whenne Jhesushadde 
cendid alle these wordis, he seide to his disciplis. 1388 — 
Isa. xxx vii. 1 It was don, whanne kyng Ezechiehadde herd, 
he to- rent hise clothis. 

. IX. Intransitive senses, 

15 . To put forth action, exert activity of any kind 
whatever; to act (in some specified way). Now 
a leading sense of the verb. 

a xooo Caedmons Gen. 2225 (Gr.) Do swa ic fte bidde. 3154 
O. E, Chron. an. 1*37 Naeure hethen ihen ne diden Werse 
ban hi diden. c 1*05 Lay. 1806 Als his men duden. a 1225 


564 

Ancr.R. i22penc, dude he so? c 1380 Wyclif Set. Wks. III. 
514 Neij?er >e kyng ne his counsayl deede uniXtfully. 1420 
Audelay Poems 9 To do as thou woldest me dud by the. 
1465 Mahg. Paston in Paston Lett. No. 500 II. 178 Send 
me word how ye wyll that I doo there in. 1539 Taverner 
Erasm. Prov . (3552) 51 When ye are at Rome, do as they 
do at Rome. 3710 Steele Tatler No. 138 r x It is almost 
a standing Rule to do as others do, or be ridiculous. 1797 
Mrs. Radcliffe Italian vi, He had done imprudently to 
elect her for the companion of his whole life. 1847 Tenny- 
son Princess iv. 506 You have done well and like a gentle- 
man. 1896 F. Hall in Nation (N. Yd LX 1 I. 223/3 An 
example which others.. would do wisely to copy. 

b. To proceed in an emergency or juncture; to 
have recourse to some procedure or action ; to 
contrive, manage. 

c 1300 Cursor M. 28707 <’Cott. Galba) When slike wrake 
on a syn was tane, how sail he do [that] has many ane. 1593 
Shaks, Rick. II , n. ii. 104 How shall we do for money for 
these warres? <21761 Richardson (Ogilvie), How shall I 
do to answeras they deserve your two last letters? Mod. 
How do you do for fresh provisions? 

16. To perform deeds ; to exert oneself; to work. 
(As opposed to doing nothing, talking, etc.) 

1375 Barbour Bruce in. 585 For all war doand, knycbt 
and knawe. 1535 Coverdale i Chron. xxiii. 16 Get 
the vp, and be doynge. i6zx Fletcher Jsl. Princess n. 
ii. Let’s meet, and either do or die. 1724 Ramsay Tead. 
Misc ; (1733) I. 7 He could neither say nor do. 1793 Burns 
Scots wha haev i, Liberty’s in every blow ! Let us do, or die. 
1850 Carlyle Latter-d. Pamph. v. (1872) 157 All human 
talent, .is a talent to do, 1884 W. C. Smith Kildrostan 58 
You have but to say, and they will do. 

b. euphem . To copulate. See Doing vbl sb . 1 b. 

17. In perfect tenses : To make an end, to con 
dude. Have done f make an end. To have done 
with, to cease to have to do with ; to desist or cease 
from. 

1303 R. Brunne Handl. Synne 31 Corny}? alle home, and 
hauyj? doun. c 1305 St. Katherine 279 (1862) Do what 
}m wolt and haue ido : and bring }>i wille to ende. c 1400 
Melayne 164 Hafe done 1 late sembie the folke of thyne ! 
1530 Palsgr. 525/2 Nay, and you double ones, I have 
done with you. 1538 Starkey England 1. iii. 77 [They] 
ete them when they haue downe. 1592 Shaks. Rom. # Jul. 
in. v. 205 Do as thou wilt, for I haue done with thee. 1596 — 
Tam, Skr. in. ii. 118 Ha done with words, To me she’s 
married, not vnto my cloathes. 1668 Pepys Diary 17 Nov., 
To make clean the house above stairs ; the upholsterers hav- 
ing done there. 17x2 Hearne Collect. (Oxf. Hist. Soc.) III. 
404 After we had done in the Kitchin the woman carried us 
to the East Part of the House. 1803 C. K. Sharpe Corr. 
(1888; 1 . 191, I wish the French would come, and have done. 

18. To fare, get on (in some way). To do well : 
to be prosperous in one’s doing or proceedings; 
to prosper, thrive, succeed, a. of persons. 

a 1300 Cursor M. 13492 (Cott.) * We sal he said, ‘ do nu 
ful welek 1375 Barbqur Bruce 11. 128 God., Graunt that 
he thow passis to, & thow sa weill all tyme may do, That 
3e 30W fra 30 wr fayis defend ! c 1489 Caxton Blanchardyn 
xxxi. ji6 Daryus demaunded of his fader how they of b e 
cytye dyd. a 1533 Ld. Berners II non lxv. 223, I pray you 
shewe me how you haue do e syn my departure. 1768 
Sterne Sent. Journ. (1778) II. 14 ( Passport ) Let me go to 
Paris.. and I shall do very well. 1832 Ht. Martinf.au 
Homes A broad i. 2 The farmers were doing badly. 1879 
Trollope Thackeray 56 He had done well with himself, and 
had made and was making a large income. 1886 Steven- 
son Dr. Jekyll i, The inhabitants were all doing well, .and 
all emulously hoping to do better still. 

b. of things. 

1525 Ld. Berners Froiss. II. 3 . 174 So they had done, if 
the iourney had done amysse. 1577 B. Googe li eresbaciis 
Husb. 1. <15861 31 It dooth best in good grounde. x6oo 
Shaks. A. Y. L. in. v. xix Words do well When he that 
speakes them pleases those that heare. 1605 — Macb . v. 
viii. 3. 1823 J. Badcock Dom.Amusem. x6x Some fruits do 
best that are put away in a half ripe state. 1847 jfrnl. R. 
Agric. Soc. VIII. ir. 447 Flax does well after wheat, and 
wheat does well after flax. Mod. I am glad your affairs are 
doing well. 

19. spec. "With regard to health or condition : To 
be (in health \ find oneself, feel, fare {well or ill). 

[Arising out of x8, and in early instances not easy to 
separate from it. Cf, MDu. doen, in same usej also OF. 
Comment le faiies vous ? Lat . Quid agist ModGr. mbs 
wpa<r<reis- ; how do you do?] 

1463 Marg. Paston in Paston Lett. No. 480 II. X42, 
I wold ye shuld send me word howghe ye doo. 1535 Palsgr. 
524/1, 1 do, I fare well or yvell touchynge my helth. 1563-87 
Foxe A. <$• M. (1684) III. 253 God be thanked for you, How 
do you? 1597 Shaks. 2 Hen. IV. iii. ii. 70 How doth the 
good Knight? may I aske how my Lady his Wife doth? 
1597 Morley Introd. Mas. 2 Phi. How haue you done 
since I sawe you ? M a. My health, since you sawe mee, 
hath beene..badd. 1709 Steele Tatler No. xo T x He 
asked Will . . how he did ? 1709 Steele & Addison ibid. 
No. 114 t* i Child, How does your Father do? 1745 Ches- 
terf. Lett. I. ciii. 284 2799 Sheridan Pizarro Prol. (1883) 
x8o Nodding to booted beaux — ‘ How do, how do?’ 1826 
Disraeli Yiv. Grey iv. v, All . .asked him ‘how the Marquess 
did?’ 1854 6 Patmore Angel in Ho. 1. n. ix. (1879) 225 
Learn of the language ‘ How d’ye do?’ And go and brag 
that they’ve been there. 

20. To ‘work’, 1 act operate, or turn out (in 
some way) ; to do what is wanted ; to succeed, 
answer, or serve; to be fitting or appropriate; to 
suffice. That will do {that 'll do) : that is sufficient. 

[The unfortunate conjecture of Latham (followed in sub- 
sequent dictionaries) that do here represents OE. dupin, 
Dow, and is thus a distinct verb, is entirely erroneous.) 

1596 Shaks. i Hen. IV , 11. iv, 188, I neuer dealt better 
since I was a man : all would not doe. x6x8 Bolton Florus 
iv. ii. (1636) 262 As if she tride how it would do. 1750 
Chesterf. Lett. (1792) III. No. 226, 24 Adieu, my dear 1 
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X find you will do. 1762 Foote Lyar six. “Wks. 1799 I. 31^ 
No, no, Mr. Mandeviile, it won't do. c 1805 Mar. Edge- 
worth Wks. (Rtldg.) I. 48 She had long since prophesied 
he would not do for them. x8x8 Cruise Digest (ed, 2) J£ 
322 The right. .must be a present right ; a future one will 
not do. 1848 Lowell Biglow P. Poet. Wks. (1879) 179 
The present Yankee .. not so careful for what is best as 
for what will do. x86x Neale Notes Dalmatia, etc. 70, 

I cannot say much for our inn ; but it did. 1869 Freeman 

0. Eng. H. for Child, xi. § 2. 277 Perhaps it would hardly 
have done to send him. Mod. That will do, thank you. 

III. Causal and auxiliary uses. * Causal. 

+ 21. With that and subord. clause : To make it 
so that, produce the effect that ; to cnuse ( that a 
person or thing shall do something). Obs. 

c8g? K. YElfred Gregory's Past. Care xxl (1871) 207 Ic 
gedo oaet $u forgitst. c xooo Ags. Gosp. Matt, v. 45 Se }?e deS 
fiset his sunne up aspringS ofer ]?a godan & ofer yfelan. 
c 1x75 Lamb. Horn. 95 He dude heo weren birnende on 
godes willan. <1x250 Gen. <$• Ex. 224 God dede < 5 at he on 
sweuene cam. CX386 Chaucer Knit's T. 1547 Do that I 
tomorwe haue victorie. 

22. With obj. and infin. (the obj. being logical 
subject of the infin.) : To make or cause a person, 
etc., to do something, f a. with simple infin . ; 
e. g. ‘ he did them come *. To do him die : to cause 
or make him die, to put him to death. Obs. or arch. 

082$ Vesp. Psalter xxxvni. 12 Aswiudan fm didest . .ssevvle 
his. Ibid. ciii. 32 Se jelocaS in eor'San & doeS hie cwaecian. 
c xooo Ags. J's. (Th.) ciii. 30 He. .deb hi for his egsan ealle 
beoflan. 1154 O. E. Chrotu an. 1140, f>e biscop of Win- 
cestre.,dide neom cumen bider. ^1250 Gen. 4- Ex. 3608 
Min engel on Sal ic don $e bi-foren gon. a 1300 Cursor 
M. 3071 (Cott.) pe barn sco dide drinc o bat wel. C1386 
Chaucer Frankl. T. 609 In yow lith al to do me lyue or 
deye. 1460 Capgrave Chrou. 264 The Kyng .. ded his 
officeres arestin..his uncil the Duke of Gloucetir. 1590 
Spenser F. Q. 11. vi. 7 Sometimes, to do him laugh, she 
would assay To laugh. 1621 Ainsworth Annot. on Ps. lix. 

1 To kill him or to doe him die. [1886 Burton Arab. Nts. 

1. 11 So he carried her to the place of execution and did 
her die.] 

t b. with dative infin. Obs. or arch, 
ar 300 Cursor M. T1222 (Cott.) He. .did b e dumb asse to 
speke. c 1300 Harrow . Hell 124 Y sbal . . do the to holde 

f ryht [ = gryb]. ? a 1366 Chaucer Rom, Rose 1063 An 
undred have [they] aon to dye. c 1450 Merlin 29 The 
kynge dide hem to swere. a 1547 Surrey JEneid ii. 140 Oft 
the boisteous winds did them to stay, 1599 H. Buttes 
Dye's drie Dinner P iij b, Who smoke selleth, with smoke 
be don to dy. [x886 1 urton Arab. Nts. I. 10 He shall 
do you to die by the illest of deaths.] 

e. To do (one) to wit, know, or understand-. 
to cause (one) to know; to give (one) to under- 
stand ; to make known to ; to inform, arch. 

a 1131 0 . E. Chron. an. 1127 Se ilce Heanri dide bone king 
to understandene j?aet he hasfde [etc.], c 1205 Lay. 27150 
And sone duden him to when Whuder he wolde wen den, 
1340-70 d. lex. <§• bind. 224 And bat ^our doctours dere don 
gou to know, c 1449 Pecock Repr. Prol. 1 First openyng 
or doing to wite, thanne next blamyng. <71460 Tcnvneley 
Myst. (Surtees) 69 Syr, I am done to understand, That a 
qweyn here . , Shalle here a chyld. a 1540 T. Cromwell in 
Burnet Hist. Ref (1681) II. 192, I commend me to your 
Lordship, doing you to understand that 1 have received your 
letters. x6xo in Picton IP pool Mimic. Rec. (1883) I. 121 
You shall.. do the Maior of this towne to wete thereof. 
1674 N. Fairfax Bulk iy Selv. 22 We are done to wit, that 
’t.is an infinite not infinite. 1828 Scott F. M. Perth xxxi. 
We . .do thee, Sir Patrick Charteris . . to know, that [etc.]. 

f d. with passive infin. (with or without ‘ to ’) : 
e. g. ‘to do him (to) be slain \ Obs. 

a 1300 Cursor M . 15468 (Cott.) To do his lauerd be tan. 
0380 Sir Ferumb. 1853 Othre relyqes dere, bat bou dudest 
a-way be born. 1483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 180 b/2 That in 
no wyse she shold shewe ne doo be knowen that she were 
a woman. 1530-1 Act 22 Hen, VIII, c. 12 Euery of them 
shall do the sayde seales to be made. 

f 23. With the logical subject of the inf. omitted ; 
the infinitive being (usually) trans. with its own 
object. E g. Do bind /«Vw = make somebody bind 
him, cause him to be bound, have him bound 
[ = Yi.faire Her, Ger. binden lassen], Obs. 

<7x250 Kentish Serin, in O. E. Misc. 26 J>o dede he somoni 
alle bo wyse clerekes. <2x300 Cursor M. 10355 ‘ M aria ’ sal 
bou do hir call. <7x386 Chaucer Sqrls T. 38 He leet the 
feeste of his Natiuitee Doon cryen. 1393 Langl. P. PL C. 
iv. 140 In castel of coif ieh shal do b e close, c 1450 
Merlin 57 The kynge dide do make this dragon . .and lete it 
be born be-f ore hym. 1463 Bury Wills (Camdent 26 He shal 
yeerly pay or do paye all the pencyowns. 1541 Act 33 Hen. 
VIU, in Bolton St at. Irel . {1621) 209 Every such person., 
shall doe make a scale engraved with the name of the 
Castle , . which he keepeth. 

f b. with dative infin. Obs. 
a 1300 Cursor M. 1936 (Cott.) Noe did to rais an auter 
suyth [Fairf gert to raisse, Trin let reise]. <71450 Merlin 
27 Than [he] did to brynge ston and morter. 

f e. passive. To be caused to be done. Obs. 
la 1366 Chaucer Rom. Rose 4x3 Another thing was doon 
ther write. [Passive of 1 (thei) dide write another thing ,] 
** As a substitute for other verbs. 

24. Put as a substitute for a verb just used, to 
avoid its repetition, a. Without construction, and 
so intransitive (as in 15 ), whether the verb which it 
represents is intr. or trans. . 

c xooo /Elfric Man, Astron. (Wright) 2 [Seo sunne] scino 
under b«ere eor<5an on nihtlicre tide swa swa heo on dmg 
deft bufan urum heafdum. cxooo — Judg. xvi. 30 He 
miccle ma on his deabe aewealde bonne he aer cucu dyde. 
a 1x31 O. E. Chron. an. x 127 pser ' he wunede eall . nht swa 
drane doft on hiue. <7 1175 Lamb. Horn, xxx Sumrae 


lauerdes . . god gremiaff, swa saul be king dude, c 1340 ! 
Cursor M- .13950 (Fairf ), I haue him knawen & s.J do 
VYrin. haue done] euer. 1411 Rolls of Par It. III. 650/2 
He ne hath noght born hym as he sholde haue doon. 1527 
R. Thorne iiTHakluyt Voy. (1589) 252 If as the king of 
Portingall doth, he would become a merchant. fi68a 
T. Collins Making Salt 141 We pay double the price we 
formerly did. 1835 Ure Philos. Manuf. 306 If competition 
advances .. as it has done for several years. 1879 Baum 
Higher Eng. Gram. 176 He speaks as well as you do. 

]0. In some (esp. late) instances do, did, is to be 
explained as an elliptical use of the periphrastic 
form: see 26. 

1610 Shaks. Temp, it, i. 195 Itsildome visits sorrow, when 
it doth, it is a Comforter. 18x6 J, Wilson City of Plague 
l,. iv, Spoke they not of a burial-place? They did. 1823 
Byron Let. to Kinnaird 18 Jan., I will economise, and do. 
1830 Fraser's Mag. I. 749, 1 "think I said that before. Yes, 

I did. 

e. With the construction of the verb which it 
represents, and thus often trans. (as in 6 ). 

csijS Lamb. Horn. 65 Vre gultes . . bon us fori;euen Al 
swa we dob alle men bet liuen. Ibid. 93 Nu lu$e bu na 
monnum. ac dudest gode. <2x200 Moral Ode 304 And 
warnie his frend . . swo ich habbe ido mine, a 1225 A tier. 

R- 54 5 et ne seifthit nout J>set heo biheold wepmen ; auh deS 
wummen. c 1320 Song Husbandm. 57 in Pol. Songs 
(Camden) 152 He us honteth ase hound hare doth on hulle. 
CX340 Cursor M. 5672 (Trim) Woltou me sle..As J>ou didest 
be egipcian not 3 ore? c 1394 P. PL Credo 357 Wou* halwen 
bei chirches And deleb in devymtie as dogges do)? bones. 
1526 Yilgr. Perf. t W. de W. 1511) 301 They did leade the 
bounden as they do theues. 1626 L. Owen Spec. Jesuit. 
(1629) 18 These diseases doe alwaits accompanie the Iesu- 
ites, as a dogge doeth a Butcher. 17 $5 Goldsm. Vic. IV. 
i, I chose my wife, as she did her wedding-gown . .'for 
such qualities as would wear well. x88o L. Wallace Ben- 
Hurv 1. iii. 144 Thank thou thy God. .as I do my many gods. 

d. The following serve to connect the substitute 
use with senses 6 -and 1 5 
{To do so sa to act thus; to do it = to perform this act) 
a xooo Caedmon's Gen. 2586 (Gr.) Waldend usser xemunde 
wterfest )>a Abraham arlice, swa he oft dyde. cxooo Ags. 
Gosp. Mark viii. 6 [He] sealde his leorning-cnihtum hmt hi 
toforan him asetton, hi swa dydon. r 1297 R. Glouc. 
(1724) 377 pat folc com . . And robbede & destrude, as hit 
were ywoned to done, c 1380 Sir Ferumb. 932 Roland 
prikede is stede . . so dude scot Gwyimer, So dude Geftray 
and Aubrys. £1400 Maundev. iRoxb.) Hi. 10 pat sell 
benificez of haly kirk, and so dnse men iri ober places. 
1^33 Bellicnden Livy, Tak away that odius name .. and, 
gif you dois it plesandlie, thy cieteyanis sal, [etc.]. 1560 
Becon NewCatech. Wks. 94 If a man maim his neighbour as 
he hath done. 16x5 Bedwell Moham. Imp. A ij b, If any 
man shall . . say, as the consistorle . . did by the Talmud, That 
it were better that such foolish fables, .were, .suppressed. 
1678 Butler Hud. in. iii. 244 For those that fly may fight 
again, Which he can never do that ’s slain, 1793 Beddoes 
Sea Scurvy 52 They_ may acquire this principle . . but we 
have no direct experience of their doing so. 1818 Cruise 
Digest (ed. 2) V. 561 Whoever wanted to surrender must. . 
do it in person. x8a5 Disraeli Vitu Grey V. v, In passing 
through the bazaar one morning, which he seldom did. 

*** As a Periphrastic Auxiliary of the present 
and past Indicative, and Imperative. (Formerly 
sometimes of the Infinitive.) 

(For a detailed treatment of this, see ‘ Das Umschreibende 
Do in der Neuenglischen Proses' by Hugo Dietze, Jena, 

As auxiliary of the Indicative (present and past) . 
Examples of this are found already in OE (as in MDu., 
O. &MLG., mod. Ger. dialects). It is more frequent in ME., 
but became especially frequent after 1500, first as a simple 
periphrastic form without perceptible difference of sense, in 
which use k has in the s.w. dialects practically taken the 
©lace of the simple form of the verb (e. g. I da zay for I say, 
he dii zim for he seems). But in standard English it is now 
regularly used only where, for the sake of emphasis, or of 
word position, it is advantageous to have the verb in two 
words, so that the auxiliary may receive the stress or be 
separated from the main verb, like the auxiliaries of the 
perfect and future tenses, to which the periphrastic present 
and past is exactly parallel in use. Thus Simple Affirma- 
tive after certain conjunctive adverbs : * So quietly did he 
come that . (like ‘ So quietly has he come ’). Emphatic : 
‘He did drink ", * and drink he did (like * I will go', ‘ and 
go I will'). Interrogative : * Do you hear?’ (like ‘Will 
you hear? ’). Negative : 1 They do not speak ' (like ‘ They 
will not speak,' * They have not spoken '.) 

25 . In Affirmative sentences. 

a. Originally, simply periphrastic, and equiva- 
lent to the simple tense. Found in OE., frequent 
in ME., very frequent 1500-1700, dying out in 
normal prose in 1 8th c. ; but still retained in s.w. 
dialects ; also as an archaism in liturgical and 
legal use, and as a metrical resource in verse. 

C893 K. /Elfred Oros. 1. x. § 5 /Eftre &em hie dydon 
sesjjer yt cyninga ricu settan niwu ceastra timbredon. 
1297 R. Glouc. (1724! 320 J?ys lond. .ofte he dude bytraye. 
c X420 Chron. Vilod. 315 In hurre lyff, as we don rede. 
c 1489 Caxton Blanchardyn xlvii. 180 She ded call after 
hym ryght pyteousli. 1526-34 Tindale John i. 45 Of 
whom Moses in the lawe and the prophetes dyd wryte. 
*548-9 (Mar.) Bk. Com. Prayer Collect 1st Sund. Lent, 
O Lord, whiehe for oure sake dyddeste faste fortye dayes 
and fourtie nightes. 1557 Bury With (Camden) 148 He 
do knowe the men that do owe me the sayd monie. 1615 
Bedwell Moham. Imp. ni. § 120, I do pity the case in 
which I do see they are. ^ 1673 Ray Joum. Low C. Pref., 
Which doth sufficiently evince they were not of that Original. 
£*7x0 C. Fiennes Diary {x 888) 192 He did design a new- 
house. 1748 Chesterf. Lett.' (1792) II. clvi. 56 Good-breed- 
ing, and good-nature, do incline us rather to help and raise 
people up.’ 1787 Winter Syst. Hnsb. 54 The vernal heat 
of the sun does also influence them. x8x8 Cruise Digest 


(ed. *) HI. 22 This being no more than the law doth appoint. 
2838 Longf. Reaper fy PL vi, The flowers she most did love. 

fi. Also employed as an auxiliary to itself as independent 
vb., or (formerly) in its substitute and causal uses. 

a 1400 Octouian pox The kyng hym louede. .So dede al do 
that m Paris were. 14 . Hoccleve in A nglia V . 30 Thogh 
thow no lenger do do by my reed. 1490 Caxton Eneydos 
Prol. 2 My lorde abbot, .ded dp shewe to me late certayn. 
euydences. c 1500 Melusine xix. 103 A grete toure bigge, 
whiehe Julius Cesar dide doo make, 1667 Pepys Diary 29 
July, He and the Duke of York do do what they can to get 
up ail army. 

b. Still used, instead of the simple tense form, 
in those constructions in which the ordinary order 
of pronoun and verb is inverted; tie use of the 
periphrastic form allowing the main verb to retain 
its final position as in the perfect and future. 

£■888 K. /Elfred Boetk. vi, Swa do]> nu b a b e °stro j?"mre 
jedrefednesse wibstandan minum leohtum larum. C1250 
Gen. ^ Ex. 1518 An time dede ysaacilen. 155* Robinson 
tr. More's Utop. (Arb.) 145 This lawe did kynge Utqpus 
make. 1579 Lyly Euphucs (Arb.) 45 Ah Euphues little 
dost thou know [etc.]. 1588 Shaks. L. L.L. i. 1. 249 Ibere 
did 1 see that low-spirited Swaine. 1598 Bacon Ess., 
Atheism (Arb.) 121 In vayne doth he striue. 1644 Milton 
A reop. (Arb.) 33 Thus did Dion . . couusell the Rhodians. 
1692 Locke Educ. (1699) 205, I should not say this .. did 
I think that [etc.]. X749 Fielding Tom Jones (Tauchn.) 

I. 216 Such vengeance did he mutter forth. 17 66 Goidsm. 
Vic. W. xiv, Nor did she seem to be much displeased. 
1849 Dicicens Dav. Copp. (Tauchn.) 1. 90 Not a single word 
did Pesrgotty speak. 1850 Hawthorne Scarlet L. 194 
Never did mortal suffer what this man has suffered. Mod. 
How bitterly did I repent ! Well do I remember the scene. 

e. Now the normal Emphatic form of the present 
and past Indicative. 

The stress is placed upon the auxiliary, as in the perfect 
and future tenses. There may be inversion of order as well. 

1581 Petti f. Guazzo's Civ. Cottv. 1. (1586) 27 b, But these 
same. . doe manye times more offend . . than jhose who doe 
commit them [1738 Guazzo's Art, Conv. 52 Than those who 
actually commit them]. 1599 Shaks. Much Ado it. iii. 204. 
i6ox — Twct. N. hi. i. 32 V. Thou art a merry fellow and 
car'st for nothing. C. Not so, sir, I do care for something, 
but . . I do not care for you. 1683 Wycherley Co. Wife v . 
ii, II. Art thou sure l don’t know her? P. I am sure you 
do know her. 1689 Shf.rlock Death ii. § 1 (1731* 61 And 
yet die they all did. *773 Goldsm* Stoops to Conq. it, I 
do stir about a good deal, that’s certain. 1826 Disraeli 
Viv. Grey n. v, T he floodgates of his speech burst, and talk 
he did. /bid. IV. ivy Why, Mr. Grey, I do declare you are 
weeping. 1832 Tennyson Death Old Year iii, We did so 
laugh and cry with you. 1838 Dickens N ich. Nick, ix, But 
we do want him. 1863 Bright Sp. A vier. 26 Mar., But these 
concessions failed, as I believe concessions to evil always do 
fail. 1890 Illustr. Lond. News Xmas No. 2/t, I do wish 
you would let me sleep. Mod. Tell us what he did do, 

■fd. In ME. the main verb was sometimes put 
in the same tense and person : cf, 30 a. ( 3 . 

C 1205 Lay. 9385 Aras )>er )»e to-nome, swa do5 a feole wise 
to-nome arisen." 1387 Trevisa Higden (Rolls) 1. 155 Thales- 
tris . . did wroot to kyng Alexandre in bis manere. c 1460 
Towneley Myst. (Surtees) 15 Whi brend thi tend so shyre, 
Ther myne did bot smoked? *483 Caxton G. de la Tour 
D viij, He dyd made to rayne fourty dayes. 

20. In Interrogative sentences. 

The periphrastic form with do, did, is now the 
normal form. Its use allows the pronoun to be 
placed between the auxiliary and main verb, instead 
of coming after the latter; e.g, ‘ Did he recognize 
her ? * instead of * Recognized he her ? ’ 

In monosyllabic verbs, the simple form may still be used ; 
it is always used in be and usually in have, though very 
recently (esp. in U. S.) we find do you have l did you have ¥ 
c 1386 Chaucer Monk’s T. 442 Fader why do ye wepe? 
c 1450 Cov. Myst . 196 Dude 3c hym se? 1549 Latimer 3rd 
Scrm, bef. Rdw. VI (Arb.) 84 Did ye se any greate man? 
*557 N. T. (Genev.) 'John xvi. 31 Now do you beleue ? [165* 
Do ye now believe?] 1610 Shaks. Temp. 1. ii. 250 Do’st 
thou forget From what a torment I did free thee? *73® 
Guazzo's Art Conv. 76 Do’st think I never saw a Crane 
before? *773 Goldsm. Stoops to Conq.' in, What d'ye call 
it? 1852 Mrs. Stowe Uncle Tom's C. viii, ‘Why, Sam, what 
do you mean?' said Mrs. Shelby, breathless. 

27 . In Negative sentences. 

The periphrasis with do, did, is now the normal 
form with not. Its use allows the negative to 
come after the auxiliary, instead of following the 
principal verb : e.g. ‘ We did not recognize him ’ 
instead of ‘ We recognized him not V 
The introduction of the periphrastic do not, did not, was 
connected with the obsolescence of the earlier usage which 
placed the negative particle first, ‘ we ne sungen*. 

The simple form is still retained with be, have ( ‘do’, * did 
not have , is colloquial and. recent, chiefly in U.S.), and 
is frequent with monosyllabic words as dare, need ; vvith 
other verbs it is always possible, and not being the ordinary 
form has an impressive rhetorical effect. 

c 1489 Caxton Sonnes of Ay mon xxii. 472 It is to late to 
repen te me that I dyde not doo. £1489 — Blanchardyn 
xli. 153 Whan ye dyde not knowe hym. 1564 Grindal 
Rem. 11843) 2 2 » I do not doubt but that God revealed v 
other parts. 1664 Evelyn Kal. I ’fort, , (1729) 22 4 When it 
does not actually freeze. 17x9 De Foe Crusoe 11. iii, They 
did not take their measures with them, as I did by my man 
F riday. 1776 Trial of Nundocomar j 3/2 If you do not 
give a plain answer, .you will be committed. 1889 J. Fiske 
War of Independence 139 The popular histories do not have 
[■=have not] much to say about these eighteen days. Mod. 
We do not know. 

28 . In Negative Interrogative sentences. 

Now the normal form, as in 26 and 27. 

1581 Pettie Guazzds Civ. Conv. 1. (1586) 11 Doe you not 
thinke that these men may be called wise ? [1738 Guazzo's 


Art Conv. xo Don’t you think that these men may be called 
Wise?] 1638 Chu.lingw. Relig. Prof. 1. m. § 4 Doe not 
they agree in those things? 1655 Stanley Thst, I htlos. 
iii. (i7oi) 124/1 Did he not aim at your hurt (1790 H. 
Hunter tr. St. Pierre's Stud. Nat. (1799* I. 387 Do we not 
see there, .talents distracted? 1841 Lane Arab. Nts. L. 03 
Dost thou not believe that I was in it ? 

20 . In colloquial speech do not (senses 2/, 28), 
is usually contracted to dont (d<?«nt), does not to 
doesn’t (vulgar don't from do not 3rd sing. : see 
A 2 c. 7), did not to didn't. The dialectal forms 
are numerous : Sc. dinna , disna, dtdna, north. Eng. 
dunno » dunnot . 

1672 Wycherley Love in Wood 11. 1, Don't you know me? 
1687 Congreve Old Bach. 1. iv, Faith, I don’t know. *7 °® 
Farquhar Recruit. Off. iv. iii. Don’t the moon see all the 
world? 1713 Addison Cato u. ii. You don’t now thunder 
in the capitol. 1713 R. Nelson Life Bull 81 Why, said the 
Preacher, Solomon don't say so. 173* Keller's Rides for 
Thorow Bass i n Holder Harmony x68 Play common Chords 
on all Notes where the following Rules dont direct you 
otherwise. 1762 -Genii. Mag. 38 It don't regard the present 
war. 1775 Sheridan Rivals v. ii, Didn't you stop ? # x8x8-;6o 
Abp. W hately Commpl. Bk. (1864) 2x6, ‘ I don't think so^ . . 
is good English. But we should not say ‘he don't think 
so , but he doesn't think so. 

SO. As auxiliary of the Imperative. . 

a. In the Imperative positive , adding force to 
entreaty, exhortation, or command (this usually 
with the pronoun inserted as ‘ do you go at once ! ’) ; 
in early times, down to c 1600, it was sometimes 
merely periphrastic. 

The main verb is in OE. found both in jhe Infinitive ( ) 
and the Imperative (I) ; the Imperative is usual in early 
ME. ; in later use ( ) the Jo; ms are indistinguishable, but it 
is usually viewed as Infinitive, as in 25. / 

«. c xooo Ags. Ps.fVh.) cxviii; i]. 25 Do me sefter J?mum 
wordum wel gecwician [L. vivifica me] 

(3. c 1000 Ags. Gosp. John viii. xx Do ga, and ne synya 
Jni nmfre rna. £ xx6o Hat ton G . ibid., Do ga[L. vade], a izz§ 
Juliana 39 Do svviSe sei me. a 1225 A ncr. R. 398 Gif \>i 
luue nis nout for to giuen, auh wult allegate >et me bugge 
hire, do seie hu 1 a 1300 Cursor M. 4893. Dos folus bam 
[/?*. do folow]. Ibid. 23159 Dos fles bel>en, yee maledight i 
[ Editt. do fles, Trin. do flee)>.] c 1340 Gaze. $ G r. Knt. 1533 
Dos techez me of your wytte. . ; 

y, £1440 York Myst. xxxiii. 262 Do stiffeley steppe on 
J>is stalle. 1583 Bentley Mon. Matrones m. 342 Doo 
you let all men to vnderstand, that this is God. 159* 
Spenser M. Rubberd 1331 Arise, and doo thy selfe redeeme 
from shame. 1606 Shaks. Tr $ Cr. v, ii. 105, I, come : 
O Ioue \ doe, come ! 1722 De Foe CoL Jack (1840) 31 Do 
you go. 1749 Fielding Tom Jones (Tauchn ) II. *5 Do tell 
me what I can have for supper. 2768-74 Tucker Lt. Nat. 
(1852) I. 442 N one of your coaxing and cajoling, your ‘ Pray 
Sirs and ‘ Do Sirs ’. 1813 Dickens Christmas Carol iii, 

Do go on, Fred. 1884 J e an M iddlem ass Poisoned A rrows 
III. i. 7 ‘ Do, do be calm’, said Camilla. 

b. For emphasis, do is also added to the main 
Imperative. 

i6xx Shaks. Wint. T. v. iii. 144 Giue me the He, do. 1775 
Sheridan Duenna it. iv, Get in, do. 1838 Dickens O. T wist 
Iii, Let me say a prayer. Do 1 

C. In do but — , do was perhaps not originally 
auxiliary, but a main verb = ne do but, do nought 
but — : cf, R0 r r conj. 6. 

1604 Dekker Honest Wit. i w i. Wks. (1888) 107 Do but 
think what sport it wi.l be. *638 Hey wood Wise Worn. 
Hogsd. iv. iv. Wks. (1888) 311.D0 but wait here. 1768 
Goldsm. Good-n. Man v, Do but hear me. 1832 Carlyle 
in Prases- s Mag. V. 260 Do but open your eyes. 

d. In the Imperative negative, do not, colloq. 
contracted don't (d<?“nt), is now the normal form. 

(The simple forms, now archaic, may still be used im- 
pressively, as be not, say not, think twt, withhold not.) 

1590 Shaks. Mils. N. m. ii. 306 Good Hermia, do not be 
so bitter with me. 1599 ~ N uch A do 1 n. i. 87 O doe not 
doe your cosin such a wrong. 1672 Wycherley Love in 
Wood iii, ii, Don’t speak so loud. 1687 Congreve Old Bach. 
11. viii, Don’t come al ways, like the devil, wrapped in flames. 
1703 Vanburcii Mistake 1. i, Hold, master, don’t kill him 
yet. 1807 Anna, Porter Hun gar. Bro. vi. (1832) 66 Do not 
you add to the idle race, 1840 Dickens Barn. Rndge 6 
Don't you speak. Mod. Mr. Punch’s celebrated advice to 
those about to marry — ‘Don't’. 

1 31 . As auxiliary of other parts of the verb. The 
1 6th c. Scottish poets extended the periphrastic 
use to the infinitive and pples, : thus, to do incres = 
to increase, done discus «« discussed, doand proclame 
— proclaiming. Traces of this occur elsewhere, 
1508 Dunbar Lament for Makaris 49 He hes done 
petuously devour The noble Chaucer, of makaris fiouir. 
a x$zo — Thistle Pose 24 The lark hes done the mirry 
day proclame. 1513 Douglas ASneis xm. x. 103 Onto his 
centre thou sail do succeid. 1556 Ladder Tractate 23 No 
geir sulde do the faltour bye. Ibid. 340 As I afore haue 
done discus. *578 Scot, Poems x6th C . II. 189 And many 
other false abusion The Paip hes done invent. 1597 R eg nt. 
Manor Scawby Lincolusk. (MS.), That the Carrgxaues shall 
doe execute theire office truely. 

IV. Special uses of certain parts of the verb. 
*J* 32 . Do, the imperative, was used absolutely, 
as a word of encouragement or incitement — Go 
on! go it ! (Cf. L. age ; also 30 b.) Obs. 

c 1440 York Myst. xxviii. 297 Do, do, laye youre handes 
Belyue on }ris lourdayne 1590 Shaks. Mids. N. m. ii. 237. 
I, doe, perseuer, counterfeit sad lookes. xSxo — Temp . iv. 
239 Doe, doe ; we steale by lyne and leuell. 

33 . To do (formerly in north, dial, at do\ see 
Ado), the. dative infinitive, is used predicatively 
after the verb to be, also attributively after a sb. =» 
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Proper or necessary to be done, hence, + the thing to 
be done, necessary, needful (oh.). [= MBa. U dome, 
MLG. to ddnde , to dSu, needful.] What's to do? 
What is the matter? + To ham somewhat to do: 
to have something the matter with one (obs.). 

c 1290 JSeket 476 in . 5 *. Eng. Leg. I. 120 4 We schullen do 1 
Seint Thomas seide * al J*at is to done.’ c *340 Cursor M. 
1651 t,Trin. i Wreche to take hit is to done [ = It is necessary to 
take vengeance], c 1420 Pal lad. on H usd. 1. 11 What is to 
rere or (toon in everything. 1523 Ld. Berners Froiss. I. 
ccxlii. 357 If it were to do agayn. a 1533 — Huou cxxxix. 
521, 1 can not beleue but that my wyle hath sum what to 
do. 1603 Shaks. Jlleas. for M. 1. ii. 114 What’s to doe 
.heere, Thomas Tapster? let’s withdrawe. 1605 — Mach. v. 
vii. 2S And little is to do. 1708-1774 The devil and all to do 
[see Devil sb. 22 g], 

b. Hence it has passed into a subst. phrase** 
Ado, work, business, bustle, fuss. 

2570-6 Lambardf. Peramb. Kent (1826) an The husband 
(with much to doe) consented to the condition. 1675 Evelyn 
Mem. (1857) II. 103 What a to-do is here ! 1782 Priestley 
Corrupt. Chr. I II. it. 141 There was much to do about ..re- 
admission. 1830 Galt Laurie T. iv. v. (1849) *59 In the 
midst of the bustle and to-do, 1882 Stevenson Stud. Men 
Bks . 224 Many a to-do with blustering Captains. 

C, To have to do, to have something to do, to 
have business, or concern. What has he to do ? 
What business has he . . . ? arch . and dial. 

? a 1500 Sir Penny in Ritson A nc. Songs <$• B. (1877) 1 16 
If I have to don fer or ner And Peny be myn massangar. 
1530 Palsgr. 596/2 If I kembe my heed tyll to morowe 
what have you to do? 1570-6 Lambarde Peramb \ Kent 
(1526) p. xii, All these Nations have had to doe within this 
our Countrie. 1603 Holland Plutarch's Mor. 135 Neither 
any man hath to doe, to forbid and warne them. 16x1 Bible 
Ps. 1 . 16 What hast thou to doe, to declare my Statutes? 

1748 Richardson Clarissa (18x1) 1 . 187 What has he to do 
to controul you ? 

d. To have to do with (in ME. also to do of, at 
do with) : to have dealings or business with; to 
have connexion or intercourse (of any kind) with ; 
to have relation to. 

c X175 Lamb. Horn. 77 Na mon , .mid me flesliche nefde to 
done, e 1205 Lav. 19056 The king hire wende to, & haefde 
him to done wi '5 leofuest wimmone. a 2300 Cursor M. 14974 
(Cott.) J>e lauerd lias Wit pam for to do. Ibid. 16487 (Gott.) 
Han we noght ]?ar-of to do. c 1460 Tcnvneley _ Myst. 
(Surtees) 76, I had never with the to do, How shuld it [that 
chyld] then he myne? 1555 Eden Decades 34 He wolde 
not haue to doo with suche inyscheuous men. 1630 Wads- 
worth Sp. Pilgr \ viii, 90 , 1 neuer had any thing to doe with 
the said Duke. 17x1 Steele Sped. No. 33 r r Insolent 
towards all who have to do with her. *830 Fraser's Mag. I. 
203 It has nothing to do with the purpose. 1875 Jowett 
Plato (ed. 2) V. 34 All law has to do with pleasure and pain. 

34. Doing, the pres, pple., is used in the sense 
4 in action, at work, actively engaged, busy \ 

1375, 1535 [see 16]. 1838 Longf. Psalm 0/ Life ix, Let us 
then be up and doing. 

f b. To be doing with : to be engaged with, at 
work with, engaged in active hostilities with. Obs. 

i6ox Holland Pliny I. xo6 As if he would now and then 
be doing with the seas. 1608 Golding Epit. Frossard 11. 
127 The truce, .being expired, the French King had a mer- 
uailous desire to bee doing with the King of England, 1724 
De Foe Mem. Cavalier (1840) 268 Our general would fain 
have been doing with him again. 

c. To be doing [in which an early passive use of 
the present pple. (cf. northern doand a 1300 , and 
mod.Sc.) seems to have blended with a-doing, i.e. 
the verbal sb. governed by the prep. 0 = on, in] is 
used with a passive signification ( —the passive of 
senses 6 - 12 ), for which in more recent use the 
passive form being done is often substituted. 

<2x300 Cursor M. 26812 (Cott.) pat jjere er dedis doand 
neu, pat pai agh sare wit resun reu, 1526 Tindale Col. iv. 
9. AU thynges which are adoynge here. 22 x59a H. Smith 
Wks. (1867) II, Sin, which is here expressed (while it is 
a-doing) to be, not _ bitter, but sweet. 1666 Pepys Diary 
22 Aug., My closett is doing by upholsters, a 1715 Burnet 
Own Time (1766) I. 152 While these things were doing. 

1749 Ladv^M. W. Montagu Let. to C’tess Bute 7 May, 
What is doing among my acquaintance at London. Mod. 
There is nothing doing. 

35. Done, the pa. pple. , is used esp. in the sense 
4 accomplished, finished, brought to an end’: see 
8 . Hence a. in dating an official document. 

*833 Fraser's Mag. VII. 49 ‘Done at Battle, in /the 
County of Sussex ’ ; signed as our ambassador at Paris 
would sign a treaty of peace. 

b. as the word for the acceptance of an offer, 
esp. of a wager. 

X596 Shaks. Tam. Shr . v. ii. 74 A match ; ’tis done. t6to 
— i Temp . n. i. 32 Done: The wager? 17x9 D’Urfey Pills 
II; 54 Gad Dam-me cries Bully, ’tis done, 2772 P. Parsons 
Newmarket II, 149 4 Squib against Janus, ten guineas to 
eight.’ 4 Done, sir, done.’ 1833 Fraser's Mag. VIII. 614 
' I’ll lay you five guineas I have.* ‘ Done ! * 2844 Dickens 
Mart. Chuz . xxvii, ‘Dine with me to-morrow’.. ‘ I will', 
said Jonas. ‘Done I * cried Montague. 

V. With prepositions in specialized senses. 

+ 38. Bo after — . To act in obedience to or 
compliance with : see After frep. 12 . Obs. 

1388 [see After prep. 12], a 1450 Knt. de la Tour (x868) 
ai.y tolde her . . but she wolde not do after me. 

37. Bo by — , To act towards or in respect of; 
to deal with: see By prep. 26 . (With indirect 
passive.) 

cit 75 Lamb. Horn. 51 penne do we bl ure sunne al swa 
me dea# bi j>e deade. *387 Tkjevisa Higden (Rolls) V. 213 
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If a man . . dob wel by hym as jjey he were his own childe. 
1408 E. E. Wills . 1882) 15 That he do be me, as he wolde y 
dede by hym. 1667 Pepys Diary (1879) IV. 317 My Lord 
Arlington hath done . . like a gentleman by him. 1865 
Kingsley Her eve. ix. To do as he would be done by._ 

38. Bo for — . (With indirect passive ; esp. in b.) 

a. To act for or in behalf of ; to manage or 
provide for ; to attend to. Now colloq. 

X523 Ld. Berners Froiss. I. ccccxiii. 723 God dyde for 
them . . to abate the pride of the flemynges. 1526 Tindale 
Luke vi. 33 Yf ye do for them which do for you what thanke 
are ye worthy of? 1658 T. Wall Charac. Enemies Ch . 
(1659) 2 When God does for man, he expects that man should 
do for God. 1712 Steele Sped. . No. 426 F 3 . Men who 
would do immoderately for their own offspring. _ 1844 
J. S. Hewlett Parsons $ IV. xliii. The slip-shod maid who 
* did ’ for the lodgers. 

b. To ruin, damage, or injure fatally, destroy, 
wear out entirely, colloq. 

1752 Fielding Amelia vi. iv. (Farmer) He said he would 
do for him .. and other wicked, bad words. 1803 Nelson 

28 Dec. in Nicolas Disp. (1845) V. 334 The Kent is almost 
done for, and she is going to Malta. x8xi Jane Austen 
Sense Sens, xli, (Farmer) He has done for himself com- 
pletely ! shut himself out for ever from all decent society. 
2876 C. D. Warner IViut. Nile i. 18 The^ railway up the 
Nile had practically ‘done for * that historic stream. 

89. Bo to — •, unto — . To act or behave to; to 
treat. (With indirect passive?) 

14.. T undale's Vis. 1704 Pore pylgrymis. .Too whom of 
hys charyte he dyd. 1549 Bk. Com . Prayer , Catechism, 
To do to all men as I would they should do to me. 1748 G. 
White Serm. (MS.) We should ..do as we have been done 
unto. 

40. Bo with. — . 

a. To deal with, meddle with, have to do with. 
(Cf. 33 d.) 

<2 1300 Cursor M. 26833 iCott.) Namli wit fals scrift doand. 
1470-85 Malory Arthur hi. v, I maye not doo therwith 
said the kynge. 1607 Tourneur Rev. Trag. 1. i. Wks. 
1878 II. 5 And thou his Dutchesse that will doe with 
Draill. Mod. She has grown old and difficult to do with. 

b. To get on with, put up with, manage with. 
(With indirect passive?) 

1815 Jane Austen Emma (1866' 207 A mind lively and 
at ease can do with seeing nothing. 1842 Penny Cycl. 
XXII. X28/2 Persons in middle life can do with less sleep 
than children or very old persons, x8gx Law Times XC. 
443/1 We. .could well do with a little leaven of the Nisi 
Prms leader. Mod. He does with very few books. I think 
ten as many as can well be done with. I am busy, I cannot 
do, with you here. 

4L Do without -r-. To do one’s business or get 
on without; to dispense with. (With indir. pass.) 

1713 Addison Cato 11. vi, Come ’tis no matter, we shall do 
without him. 1849 Ruskin Sev. Lamps vii. § 5. 189 But 
there are some things which, .all the real talent and resolu- 
tion in England, will never ^enable us to do without. 1884 
W. C. Smith Kildrostau u ii. 238 , 1 daresay.. you did with- 
out a frock, Until those debts were paid. Mod. Among 
things that must be done without. 

VI. With adverbs: forming the equivalents of 
compound verbs in other languages : e.g. do about , 
L. circumdare ; do off, L. exuere. (Chiefly trans. 
with passive?) 

t42. Bo about. To surround, enclose. ? Obs. 
*657 R. Ligon Barbadoes (1673) 89 A little platform, .done 
about with a double rayle. 

f43. Bo abroad. To diffuse, promulgate, publish. 
cx 290 Beket 1764 in S. Eng. Leg. I. 157 To don pe 
sentence al a-brod. 

44. Bo away. 

t a. trans. To put away, dismiss, remove. Obs. 
c 1205 Lay, 3387 Do we awai bane twenti, a tene beo <5 
inoh^e. a 1300 Cursor M. 3028 (Cott.) Yon bastard Do him 
a-wai. c 1400 Maundev. (1839) xxii. 235 He byddetbe hem 
to don here bond a wey. i486 Bk. St. Albans Cij b, Cast 
it out and doo away the bonis. 1596 Spenser F. Q. vi. xi. 

29 Doe feare away, and tell. 

b. To put an end to, abolish, destroy, undo. 
c 1230 Halt Meid. xx Do pu hit eanes awei, ne schal tu 
neauer nan o 5 er . . acoueren. a 1340 Ha.mpot.e Psalter Prol., 
It dos away & distroys noy and angire of saule. c 1440 
Promp. Parv . 126/1 Doon a- wey . .deleo. 1450-1530 Myrr. 
our Ladye 294 Thou that doest away the synnes of the 
worlde. 1480 Caxton Descr. Brit. 8 Kynadius kyng of 
Scotland dyde away the pictes. 1552 Huloet, Do awaye 
or vndo, abrogo.^ 1631 Gouge God's A rrows ii. § 25. 168 
Sundry and ancient demaines of husbandmen were in a 
manner quite done away, 1794 Southey Wat Tyler n. iii. 
Your grievances shall all be done away. 1804 Med. Jrni. 
XII. 47 To do away every jealousy. 185$ Prescott Philip 
//, L 11. viL 2x4 Necessary to do away this impression, 

C. intr. Do away with : a later substitute for 
prec. (With indirect passive?) 

1789 Rom illy in Beni harris Wks. X. 225 Doing away 
with.. the amenability to law. 1832 Frasefs Mag. V. 149 
This does away with much of the disgustfulness. 1891 
Law limes XCL 204/2 The Act of Parliament which does 
away with the distinctions. Mod. A practice which has since 
been done away with. 

*t*cL «£k? away ! (Imperative) : see Do way, 53 . 

+ 45. Bo down. To put down; to take down ; 
to lower ; to subdue ; to depose. Obs. 

CX330 R. Rrunne Chr on. (1810) 90 To wend with Sir 
Dunkan, & do Dufnald doune. c 1340 Cursor M. 19167 
(Fairf.) Euer wi]? conquest $e do vs doun. 1382 Wyclif 
Gen. xxxviii. xo The abite doon doun that she toke. — 
Mark xv. 36 Se we if Hely come for to do hym down. 
0x4 30 Freemasonry 603 Furst thou most do down thy bode. 
1587 Turberv. Trag.T.{ 1837) 221 And do their wrathfull 
weapons dawn. 
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+ 46. Bo in. To put in. Obs. ■ 

a 1300 Cursor M. 11411 (Cott.) Ilk y ere quen |?air corns 
war in-don [G. in done]. <1x375 Joseph A rim. 40 Make 
a luytel whucche Forte do in ]?at ilke hlod. 

47. Bo off. 

a. To put off, take off, remove (what is on) ; to 
Doff. arch. 

Beowulf 1346 (Tli.) He him of dyde isern-byrnan. exooo 
Sax. Leechd. II. 86 Do J>onne of +a rinda. c 1250 Gen. <y 
Ex. 2781 Moyses, moyses, do of Sin s[,h]on. CX340 Cursor 
M. 20211 (Triii.) Of dud she hir clones, c 1430 Pilgr. LyJ 
Manhode 1. cxxxvi. (1869) 71 Dauid dide of the ar mu re. 
a 1533 Ld. Berners Huon x. 27 Huon..dyd of his brothers 
gowne. 1554 Interlude Youth in Hazl. Dodsley II. 19 
Every poor fellow.. Will do off his cap, and make you 
courtesy. 1606 Holland Sueton. 156 As wee use to veile 
bonet or do of our hats. 1870 Morris Earthly Par. 1. u 
313 He did off all his rich array. 

b. To sketch off, hit off. rare. 

1879 Shairp Burns viii. 195 In this, .poem you have the 
whole toiling life of a ploughman and his horse, done off ia 
two or three touches. 

48. Bo on. To put on ; to Bon. arch. 

c 1000 Sax. Leechd. 1 1 . 32 Haran geallan do wearmne on. 
<7x205 Lay. 1701 Brutus hehte his beomes don on heora 
human, a 1300 Cursor M. 20214 (Cott.) A new smock scho 
did hir on [v.r. on she dude], c 1460 Urbanitatis 12 in Babees 
Bk. (1868) 13 Holde of J?y cappe..Tylle h ou he byden hit 
on to do- iS 35 Coverdale Song Sol. v. 3, I haue put off 
my cote, how can I do it on agayne? 1582 N, T. (Rhem.) 
Rom. xiii. 14 Doe ye on our Lord Jesus Christ. 1606 Hol- 
land Suet on. 185 He did the diademe on. 2828 Scott 
F. M. Perth xxix, i 1 did on my harness,’ said Simon. 

49. Bo out. 

+ a. To put out, expel, extirpate, remove. Obs. 

cx 250 Gen. <$* Ex. 3012 Dis flexes fiv3t vt is don. <7x440 
Gesta Rom. xi. 35 (Harl. MS.) His yen were don out. 

+ b. To put out (a light), extinguish, Bout. 

c 1440 Promp. Parv. 126 2 Doon owte, or qwenchyn '(lijth), 
. . extinguo . c 1450 St. Cuthbert (Surtees) 1856 pe fire with 
water oute to do. 1572 R. H. tr. Lavaiertts ' Ghost es (1596) 
44 Having the candles done out. a 1652 Brome Novella 1. 
ii. Wks. 1873 I. in Doe out the uselesse taper. 

c. To clean out, sweep out. 

1728 Vanbr. & Cib. Prov. H usb. 11. i. 37 Are all the Rooms 
done put ? Mod. The woman who does out his office. 

+ d. To do out of: to put or take away out of. 

a 1225 Juliana 30 pohte J>at he walde anan don hire ut of 
dahene. c 1250 Gen. Cf Ex. 381 He ben don ut of paradis. 
c 1400 M aundev. (Roxb.) Pref. 2 To do it oute of straunge 
men handes. 1496 Dives <$• Paup. (W. de W j lntrod. ii, 22 1 
I do the out of doubte. x66o Bond Scut. Reg. 39 They 
have undone themselves by doing thee out of thy Kingdom. 

e. To do (any one) out of: to deprive or dispossess 
of; now esp. to deprive of by sharp practice or fraud. 

1832 Disraeli Vug. Duke^ iv. vi, Who boasted of having 
done his brothers out of their . .£ 5000. 

50. Bo over. To overlay, overspread, cover, coat. 

16x2 Cotgr., A rdiller . . to dawbe, or do eouer, with clay. 

2703 Moxon Mech. Exerc. 243 [It] is done over with linseed 
Oil. 2725 Bradley Earn. Diet. s.v. Tapestries , Rub out 
the Chalk with which you have done it all over. 2870 
Morris Earthly Par. III. iv, 6 A mighty club with bands 
of steel done o'er. 

51. Bo to. 

+ a. To put to, add, apply. Obs. 

c xooo Sax. Leechd. 1 1 . 28 Do hums to and baldsamum. 
C1380 Wyci.if Sel. Wks. Ill, 70 pis vers han Cristen men 
doon to. <r 1420 Pallad. m. 926 Askes and shalkes do to. 

+ b. To put to, shut (a door, a book). Obs . 

1562 Great Curse in Becon Reliq. Rome (1563) 254 b, Do 
to the boke. Quenche the candle. Ring the Bell. 

52. Do up. 

+ a. To put up; to raise; to open. rejl. To get 
up, arise. Obs. 

c 2205 Lay. 1704 Vp heo duden heora castles ^aten. Ibid. 
5714 DoS vp an waritreo jier on heo scullen winden. c 2305 
Land Cokaygne 160 in E. E. P. (1862) 160 Hi doth ham 
up, and forth hi fleeth. c 2386 Chaucer Miller's T. 615 Vp 
the wyndowe dide he hastily. 

b. To repair, restore, put into proper order. 

2666 Wood Life (Oxf. Hist. Soc.) II. 79 To my taylor for 

dying and doing up my puff suit. 2766 Goldsm. Vic. W. 
xi, They can do up small clothes. 2829 Col. Hawker Diary 
(1893) 1 1 . 4 [ I ] found the gun . . newly done up. 2884 Besant 
Ch. Gibeon 1. x, But who is to do up your room every day ? 

c. To put up, fasten up (a parcel), wrap up. 

2806-7 J. __ Bkresford Miseries Hum. Life (1826) xn. i. 

Labouring in. vain to do up a parcel, with ..weak, bursting 
paper. 1882 Century Mag. XXIV. 842/2 The peasants are 
bundles done up in fur caps. 

d. T o disable, wear out, tire out. (Chiefly in 

pa. pple. ) colloq. ■■/,; ^ 

2803 Nelson 27 Dec. in Nicolas Dhp. (2845'' V. 332 The 
Kent being clone up. 2S22 Sporting Mag. XXXIX. 55 
Horses and riders were completely done up. 2832 Jane 
Porter Sir E. Seaward's Narr. J. 219 We were often 
languid, what I called 4 done up 

e. To ruin financially; to ‘smash up’, colloq. 

1802 Sporting Mag. XVIII. 100 Done up. .Ruined by gam- 
ing. 2833 Fraser's Mag.Vlil. 2,13 They nave reformed' them 
[the West Indies] so totally, that they are done up. a 2849 
Mar, Edgeworth Stories IreL i, There was a pleasure in 
doing up a debtor which none but a creditor could know. 

+ 53. Bo way (in Imperative). Obs. 

a. trans. To put away; to leave off, abandon, 
have done with, 

<2 x300 Cursor M. 13040 (Cott.) Do wai fra. J>e yon wicked 
worn man. a 2325 Prose Psalter l[i]. 2 Do way my wickednes. 
<2 2542 Wyatt. /Vr A Wks. (1861) 4 Arise for shame, do 
way your sluggardy* 1578 Scot. Poems 16th C. II. 163 
Idplatrie do way> do way. - , . 
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b. absol. or intr. To leave off, let alone, cease. 
a xioo Cursor M. 3667 (Cot t > * Do wai, kue son/ rebecca 
said ‘ bat malison on me be laid/ c 1340 Ibul. 5970 Trim) Do 
u ev’bei seide hit is not so. c *475 A’««/ Coilfar 436 ‘Do 
wav ’ said, Schir Holland, ‘ me think thow art not wise, 
i<i4 Barclay Cyt. % Uplondyshm. (Percy Stic.) p. xi, Do 
way, Coridon, for Gods love let be. 

+ 54. Do withal. intr. lo do to the contrary ; to 
withstand ; to help it. (I 11 negative and interrog. 

sentences.') Ohs. " 

1470-85 Malory Arthur x. xxn, It was his owne desyre 
and therfore 1 myghte not doo with alle for I haue done 
aik that I can and made them at accord. ci$ja Pride 
A- Lowl. It was agreed The craftes man could not do there 
withal l.* 5 1596 M unday tr. Silvayns Orator 269 But what 
c-in a woman doe withall, if men doe love her ? x6xx 
Chapman May-day A iv, It is my infirmity, and I cannot doe 
withall, to die for ’t. 

Bo (da), sbS Also 6-7 doe, 7 doo. [f. Bo z>.] 
f 1. Commotion, stir, trouble, fuss, Ado ; usually 
in phr. a deal of do. Ohs. (Common in 17th c.) 

I Arising in part from erroneous resolution of adointo a do.] 

1 1<86 Fkrne Blaz. Genlrie 71 It maketh me laugh to 
see what a doe this Herat maketh of nothing,] 1599 Mar- 
ston Sco. Villanie 1, iv, Without much doe. x6ox Dent 
Pathw. Heaven 358 What a marriage, wdiat a meeting, 
what a doe. 1631 Celestina 1. 9 Heer’s a deal of doo 
jiideede ! 1666 Pepys Diary 31 Mar., To my accounts, 

but Lord l what a deal of do I have to understand 
any part of them. 1708 Motteux Rabelais iv. lxiv. (1737) 
262 We find a . . Parasite making a heavy do, and sadly 


2. The action of doing, or that which is done ; 
deed, action, business. Chiefly in phr. to do one's 
do y i.e. what one has to do, or what one can do. 
(Common c 1650-80 ; now rare or arch.) 

1631 J. Burges’ Anew. Rejoined 475 Howbeit once, for 
a full-doe, I desire, .to make it appeare {etc.]. 1650 Crom- 

well Let. 4 Sept., Surely it’s probable the Kirk has done 
their doo. 1664 Butler Hud. 11. in. 952 No sooner does he 
peep into The World, but he has done his doe. 1669 Gale 
jamenisme 105 The will, and the doe. 1850 Carlyle 
Latter-d. Pamplu iv. 54 [He] can very well afford to let 
innumerable ducal Costermongers, .say all their say about 
him, and do all their do. 

b. Something done in a set or formal manner ; 
a performance, dial or vulgar. 

1828 Craven Dialect, Do,.. a. fete, ‘a feaful grand do 1 . 
1831 Lincoln Herald 15 July 4/3 At the great Do, or 
Doraent, <as it was called in other days; and is now, m 
some places,) in honor of the Whig Ministry. 1890 Placard , 
(Winterton, Lincolnsh.) Barkworth’s ‘Do ’..the most popu- 
lar of local entertainments. 1894 Hall Caine Manxman 
260 ‘ 'Lowed her out to see the do, it’s like 

3 . A cheat, fraud, swindle, imposture, slang. 
1835 Dickens Sic. Boz, Broker's Man (D.), I thought it 

was a do to get me out of the house. 1837 — Pickw. xlvm, 
‘ A disgraceful imposition \ observed the old lady. Nothing 
but a do’, remarked Martin. 1854 R. Doyle Brown, Jones, 
and Robinson 15 Expressing his opinion that the whole con- 
cern is a ‘ do ’ and a 1 sell ’. 

% See also Derring-do. 


Bo (dJ«), sbf Mus. [arbitrary.] ^ The syllable 
now commonly used in solmization instead of Ut, 
to denote the first note (key-note) of the scale 
{movable Do) ; or in some cases the note C, the 
key-note of the * natural’ scale ( fixed Do). (In 
Tonic So/fa commonly spelt doh.) 

1754 Diet. Arts 4 Sc. II. 957 Do, in music, a note of the 
Italian scale, corresponding to ut of the common gamut. 
1842 Barham Ingot. Leg., Net ley Abbey 32 Then, you 
know, They’d a moveable Do, Not a fixed one as now. 
1880 Grove Diet. Mus., Do. the syllable used in Italy and 
England in solfaing instead of IJt .. said by Fetis to have 
been the invention of G. B. Doni. .who died 1669. 

Do., abbreviation of Ditto, 

X730-6 Bailey (folio), Do, is frequently us'd by merchants 
and tradesmen for Ditto. 

Do, doa, obs. forms of Doe. 
liDoab, duab (d^-ab, dirab). [Pers. and Urdu 
doab, lit. * two waters’ ; used in India of the 
tongue of land between the flanges and Jumna, and 
of similar tracts in the Punjab, etc.] The * tongue ’ 
or tract of land between two con fi uent rivers. 

1803 Wellington Disp. (1844) L 605 (Stanf.) That you 
should transport your company . . into the dooab between 
[that river] and the Godavery. 1824 Heber Jml. (1828) 
If. 4 An eligible method of travelling in the Dooab. 
1835 Burnes Trav. Bokhara (ed. 2) III. 319 Cotton .. is 
chiefly produced in the ‘ doab between the Sutlege and 
Teas Rivers. 1854 R. G. Latham Native Races Russian 
Jimp. 177 The Doab, Entre Rios, or Mesopotamia, bounded 
by the rivers Obi and Irtish. 1859 R. F. Burton Centr. 
A/r. in Jml. Geog. Soc. XXIX. 72 Khutu proper . . begins 
with a Doab. Note. This useful word, which means the 
land about the bifurcation of two streams, has no English 
equivalent, .[and] might be naturalized with advantage. 

Doable (du ab’l), a. [f. Do v. + -able.] 

,1. That can be done ; practicable. 

1x449 Pecock Repr. 1. vii. 37 A lawe . . which is doable 
and hot oonii knoweable. x6xi CoTGR.^P'aisakle. .doeable, 
effectable. 1843 Ca rlyle Past # Pr. Proem jib 23 A right 
noble instinct of what is doable and what is not doable 
never forsakes them, 1883 Stevenson Silverado Sq. 112. 
2. Capable of being ‘done’ or victimized: see Doze 
nf. 

1852 R. S. Surtees Sponge's Sp. Tour x. Every man lias 
his weak or * do-able ’ point. 

Doagb, doach. (ddx). Sc. [Derivation un- 
known.] A salmon- weir. 


1794 Statist Acc. Scot. XI. xo The number of salmon . . 
caught in the doaghs or cruives. .is almost incredible. 1895 
Crockett Men ofMosshags 203, 1 came down the west side 
of the water of Ken, by the doachs. / 
t Doarre. Obs. [a. OF. doaire (nth c. in 
Littre) , douaire d ower.] District allotted, province 
assigned/after the fashion of a dower. 

2393 Gower Conf. III. 127 Tho Sighes. .most. ; worth In 
governance of that doaire, Libra thei ben and Sagittaire. 

Doak, Deal e, obs. forms of Doke, Dole. 

Bo-all (dzrpl). [f. Do v. + All.] One who 
manages the whole business ; a factotum. 

1633 D. Rogers Treat. Sacraments 11. 7 It is conscience 
which is the do-all in the soule. 1655 Fuller Ch. Hist. 

11. v. § 20 Dunstan was the Doe-all at Court, being 
the Kings Treasurer, Chancellour, Counsellour, Confessour, 
all things. x 7 ox J. Jackson Let. in Pepys’ Diary (1879) 

VI. 233 The Cardinal is the do-all. 

Doand, obs. f. doing, pr. pple. of Do v. 

Boar, obs. form of Dob, Doer. 

Boat, -er, -in g, etc. : see Dote, etc. 

Bob (dpb), v. [variant of Dab.] - Dab zO 3 . 

1821 J. W. Masters Dick $ Sal lxxxiL in Kent. Dial. , 

So den I dobb'd him down the stuff. x88x Cheq. Career 
2«x She deliberately lifted up her off hind-leg, and * dobbed' 
it down into the nulk-pail. 

Dob, obs. form of Dub v. 

Dobash, variant of Du bash. 

Bobber (dp'boi). U.S. local, [a. Du. dobber 
float, cork.] The float of an angler's fishing-line. 

1809 W. Irving Knkkerb.w. v. 11849) 1x3 He floated on 
the waves. , like an angler’s dobber. 

Bobbin (d^’bin). [the proper name Dobbin 
(dim. of Dob , altered forms of Robin, Rob , dim. of 
Robert) as a pet name. Sense 2 may be a distinct 
word ; there are other dialectal uses.] 

1. An ordinary draught or farm horse ; sometimes 
contemptuously , an old horse, a jade. 

1596 Shaks. Merck. V. 11. it. 100 Thou hast got morehaire 
on thy chin, then Dobbin my philhorse has on his taile. 
1862 Sala Accepted Addr. 229 The dappled dobbins wink 
lazily. 1871 Miss Mulock Fair France 5 Bits of shiny 
brass ..jangling about their fore legs, in a fashion which 
British Dobbin would never submit to. 

b. attrib ., as dobbin-cart, an Irish four-wheeled 
carriage used for travelling, and generally drawn 
by two horses ; dobbin -wheels, the large hind 
wheels of a timber cait {Cheshire Gloss. 3884 ). 

2. A small drinking-vessel. 

1792 Genii. Mag. LX II. 1. 179 A . . quantity of plate . . 10 
silver tankards, 9 cans, 14 silver dobbins. 1821 J, Marsdhn 
Sketches Early Life led. 3) 92 A little bread and cheese and 
a dobbin, or about a gill of Welsh ale. 

Bobby, dobbie (d^bi). [peril, a playful ap- 
plication of the proper name Dobbie , dim. of Dob, 
altered forms of Robbie , Rob ; cf. Dobbin.] 

1. A silly old man, a dotard, a booby, dial. 

1691 Nicholson Gloss. North, in Ray W. C. Words 140 A 

Dobby, Stultus, Fatuus . . senex decrepitus tj delirans. 
1787 in Grose Provinc. Gloss. 

2. A household sprite or apparition supposed to 
haunt certain premises or localities ; a brownie. 
dial. (In Sussex called Master Dobbs.) * 

i8xx J. B. S. M ouritt Let. to Scott 28 Dec. in Lockhart , 
She. .became a ghost, .under the very poetic nom de guerre 
of Mortham Dobby. 1822 W. Irving Braced. Hall xvi. 

1 36 An ancient grange .. supposed . . to be haunted by a 
dobbie. 1823 Scott Peveril x, The Dobby’ s Walk was 
within the inhabited domains of the Hall. 

3. Weaving. An attachment to a loom for weaving 
small figures (i, e. from twelve to thirty-six threads) 
similar in principle to the Jacquard attachment. 
Hence dobby- loom, - machine . 

1878 A. Barlow Weaving xxvi. 279 A small Jacquard 
machine, or dobby, was introduced in the siifc trade in 
1830 by Mr. S. Dean. 1882 Standard 7 Sept. 2/3 The 
‘dobbies — a modification of the Jacquard— -were also shown. 

Dobchiek(in, obs. fonns of Dabchick. 

Dobee, -ie, var. IT. Dhobi, Indian washerman. 
18x6 ‘Quiz ’ Grand Master vm. 230 Dobies, and burrawa’s, 
and coolies. 01x847 Mrs. Sherwood Lady of Manor II. 
xiii. 127 Linen as white and delicate as an Indian dobee 
could make it. 

II Bo*bla. Ohs. exc. Hist. [Sp. : cf. doble dou- 
ble.] An obsolete Spanish gold coin. 

[1599 M inshku, Dohla, a peece of money called a double 
containing 23 rials and a halfe, of English money ten shil- 
lings ten pence halfepenie.] 1829 W. Irving Granada \. 
(1850) 22 (Stanf.) An annual tribute of twelve thousand 
doblas or pistoles of gold. 1838 Prescott Ferd. % Is. 
II. 11. v. 343 A substantial donative of gold doblas. 

Doble, Dobler, Doblet v te, obs. ff. Double, etc. 
Dobson (d<r bsan). US- An angler's name for 
the larva of Corydalus cornutus,& North American 
neuropterous insect allied to the May-fly, also of 
other species of the family Sialidx. 

1889 in Centtiry Diet. 

Dobule (dp-bbri). Tchihyol. [ad. mod.L. Do- 
hula ; GesnerJ.] A North American species of dace 
■ {Leuciscus dobula). : t;T. : 

[1733 Chambers Cycl. Sttpp., Debit la.] 1864 in Webster. 

Doce, var. of Doss. O bs. 

f Doceamu*r. Obs. [F .douce amour, sweet 
love.] Sweetheart. 

c 1320 Sir Beues x6r He hire clepede doceainur. 


Doeed (in Phillips), var. of Doucet, Obs.~ 
Bocent (d^»*sent),<z. and sb. [ad. L. docent-em 9 
pr. pple. of docere to teach.] 

A. adj. That teaches or instructs; teaching. 

1639 Laud Agst. Fisher § 33 (L.) The church here is taken 

..as it is docent and regent. 1845 R. W. Hamilton Pop. 
F.duc. ix. (ed. 2) 231 Special reasons may be. found against 
the docent authority and right of any .Established Church. 

B. sb. In some American universities and col- 


leges, a recognized teacher or lecturer not on the 
salaried staff ; usually a post-graduate student who 
is allowed to lecture in some special branch. [Cf. 
Ger. p rival- docent, private teacher, recognized by 
a university.] 

x88o Nation (N..Y.) XXX. 347 The young docents, whose 
specialty is Semitic philology. 1890 Boston (Mass.) Jffl- 
13 Sept. 4/1 Docent in Psychology at Clark University, Wor- 
cester. 1893 Register Chicago Univ., Docent in Spanish, 
Docent in Chemistry, Docent in Biblical Literature, [etc.]. 

Docer(e, obs. form of Dosser. 

1! Bocetss (dtfsrtJ), sb. pi. Eccl. Hist. [med. 

L., a. Gr. A o/c-qral, f. SokDciv to seem, appear.] 
An early sect of heretics, who held that Christ’s 
body was not human, but either a phantom, or of 
real but celestial substance. 

x8x8-2x J. Pye Smith Script. Test. Messiah (1829) III. 
iv. 134 The doctrines of the Docetae. 1831-3 E. Burton 
Led. Eccl. Hist, xii, The earliest Gnostics, .called Docetas, 
believed the body of Jesus to have been ... either a mere 

optical illusion, or.. something ethereal and impalpable. 

Bocetic (ttase-tik, -rtik >, a . See also Doketic. 

[f prec. + -IC.J Of or pertaining to the D ocelot. 

1846 Trench Mirac . xvii. {1862) 289 It is a dqcetic view 
of the person of Christ, which conceives of his body as 
permanently exempt from the law of gravity. 1855 Milman 
Eat. Ckr. iv. vii. note , An argument for Christ's l'eal 
humanity against the Docetic sects. . 

H ence Boce tically adv.. according to the Docetm. 
1887 E. Johnson Antiqna Mater 178 Christ actually and 
not merely docetically risen in the flesh. 1894 Mitchell 
tr. Hamack's Hist. Dogma, v. 270 note, He taught do- 
cetically about Christ. 

Bocetism (d^sriiz’mX [f. as prec. + -ism.] 
The doctrine or views of the Deceive. 

1855 Milman Lot. Ckr. iv. vii, A kind of Docetism-— 
asserting the unreality of the body of the Saviour. 1879 
Farrar St. Paul II. 517 note, There may be a .silent, con- 
demnation of incipient Docetism in avtipoanx; (1 Tim. 11. 5).. 

So Docetist (dtfsrtist), a follower of docetic 
teaching. IDoeetistic (dfsztrstik), a. -- Docetic. 
Bocetize (d<7srt3iz), v. trails., to represent doceti- 
cally, regard as phantasmal. 

1880 Encycl. Brit. XI. 7 3<5 These Docetists. .had a whole 
series of successors in the early church. x886 Q. Rev. Oct. 
129 Badlides docetized the humanity. 

Bocbmiac (d^kmisek), a. and sb. Gr. Pros . 
[ad. Gr. Soxfuattfc, f Sbxptos pertaining to a doxm 
or hand’s-breath.] 

A. adj. Of the nature of a dochmius ; composed 
of dochmii , i.e. of pentasyllable feet of which the 
typical form isu--v-. B. sb. A foot or verse 
of this description. Hence Dochmi/acal a., con- 
nected with (in quot., learned in) dochmiac verse. 

1775 Ash, Dochmaic a. and sb. 1821 Blackw. Mag.H III. 
683 * The most dochmiacal Seidlerus That most lacete 
scholar being particularly sublime upon the dochmius. 1844 
Beck & Felton tr. M link's Metres 255 The dochmiac 
systems are very frequent in the Greek dramatists. x86y 
R. C. Jebb Sophocles Elecira (1870) 22/1 The normal 
dochmiac. Ibid. 25/1 A dochmiac verse. 

Doeht, obs. pa. t of Dow v. 

Doehter, obs. form of Daughter. 

Dochtie, -ilie, obs. ff. Doughty, -jly. 
BocibiTity. ? Obs. [f. next + -it y ; cf. late L. 
dodbilitas v Isidore)^ j. docibilis Dooible.] Capacity 
or aptness for being taught ; teachableness. 

Coleridge differentiates docibility ‘aptness to be taught' 
from docility 1 willingness to be taught *. _ ' . 

1607 Totsell Fonr-f Beasts (1658) 162 This beast is . . of 
. .wonderful meekness and docibility. a 1691 Boyle Wks. 
VI. 446 fR.) 'lb persons of docibility, the real character may 
be easily taught in a few days. 1825 Coleridge Aids 
Refl. (1848) 1 . 148 Humility is the safest ground of docility, 
and docilitv the surest promise of docibility. 

Bocible (dfrsib’l), a. Obs. [ad. L. docibil-is 
teachable, f. docere to teach : see -ble.] 

1. Apt to be taught; teachable, docile; sub- 
missive to teaching or training, tractable. 

1549 Latimer and Serm. bef. Edw. VI (Arb.)yo Lorde, 
saved he. Da mihi cor docile. He asked a doable herte. 
1601 Holland Pliny I. 293 Linnets.. be very docible. 1644 
Milton Educ. Wks. (1847) mD Their tenderest and most 
docible age. 1783 Hailes Antiq. Chr. Ch. iv. 147 A young 
and docible philosopher. 

t b. Const, of, to, in. Obs. 

1617 Bp. Hall Quo Hadis in. This age. .is therfore more 
docible ofeuill. 1632 J. Hayward tr. Biottdis Eromena x88 
The Prince, docible in such like disciplines. 1768-74 Tucker 
Lt.Nat. (1852) II. 532 Persons, .most docible to instruction, 

2. Capable of being imparted by teaching. 

1659 Stanley Hist. Philos. III. m. 82 Corpovealls are not 
docible nor admit certain knowledge, a 1670 Hacket Abp. 
Williams 1. (1692) 28 Learning anything that is doable. 

Do-cibleness. 1 0h. [f. prec. + -ness.] The 
quality of being docible or teachable; docibility. 

1638 Baker tr. Balzac's Lett. (1654) III. 122 , 1 have at least 
dociblenesse enough to learne of them that which I know not. 
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1653 H. Moms Ant id. A Ik. n. viii. (1662) 64 The horses 
. .Speed, .his docibleness and desire of glory and praise. 

Docile (d^rsail, dp'sil), a. [a. F. docile (16th. 
c. in Hatz.-Darm.), ad. L. docilis easily taught, f. 
docere to teach.] 

1 . Apt to be taught ; ready and willing to receive 
instruction ; teachable. 

1483 Caxton Gold. Leg . 71 b/a Gyue to me thy seruaunt a 
herte docyle. 1585 J as. I Ess. Poesie (Arb.) 54 The cause 
why ('docile Reader) ! haue not dedicat this short treatise, 
[etc h *6i6 B. Jonson tr. Horace Art Poetrie Wks. (Rtldg.) 
735/2 The docile mind may soone thy precepts know. 1629 
Donne Sernn Matt . vi. 21 A parrot, or a stare, docile birds, 
and of pregnant imitation. 1751 Johnson Rambler No. 147 
F 3 Flattering comparisons of my own proficiency with that 
of others .. less docile by nature. 1845 S. Austin Ranke s 
Hist. Ref. 111 . 495 His docile and intelligent pupil. 

b. Submissive to training; tractable, manage- 
able.''' 

1774 Goldsht. Nat. Hist. (1776) III. «r The bison breed 
is also more expert and docile than ours. 1835 U RE P kilos. 
Manuf. 150 This . . work .. is now discharged by young 
children - substituting cheap and docile labour for what is 
dear, and sometimes refractory. xSgx E. Peacock N. Bren - 
don II. 78 The docile wife would obey without a murmur. 

C. Const, to, or inf. rare. 

3647 R. Stapyi.ton Juvenal xiv. 355 To fall Into foule 
vices we are docill all. 1718 Prior Solomon in. 47 $ Soon 
docile to the secret acts of ill With smiles I would betray. 
1862 Carlyle Fredk. Gt. (1865) III. ix. i. 69, I am docile 
to follow your advice, 

2 . transf. of things: Yielding readily to treat- 
ment; easily managed or dealt with ; tractable. 

1795 tr. Rapids Gardens 278 Docil Cypresses, dispos'd 
with ease, Take whatever handsome form you plea-e. 1881 
P. Brooks Candle of Lord x The docile wax acknowledges 
that the subtle flame is its master. 1884 L. Hamilton 
Mexican Handbk. 95 The ores are docile and contain ruby- 
silver and sub-sulpnides. 

Hence Do cilely adv. 

1868 Lockyer Gui Itemin' s Heaveny fed. 3) 40 The Sun , . 
now tells his own story .. so docilely. 1876 T. Hardy 
Elhelberta (1890) 42 * Thank you said Picotee, docilely. 
Docility (dt?si litih fad. F. docilitt ( i=th c. in 
Katz -Darm.), ad. L. docilitdt-em, i.docilis Docile.] 
Docile quality, a. Aptness to be taught ; readiness 
to receive instruction ; teachableness. 

1560-78 Bk. Discipl. Ch. Scot. ^ (1621) 41 Tryall being 
taken whether the spirit of docility be in them [children 
of the poore] found, or not. a 1619 Fotheuby Atheom. n. 
xiv. § 5 (1622) 360 Nature may giue the gift of docility to 
vs : but God giueth the gift of docility to it. 1748 Hartley 
Ghent. Man it. iv. 379. 1750 Johnson Rambler No. 70 Fr 
He that has neither acuteness nor docility., is a wretch, 
without use or value. 1849 Macaulay Hist. Eng. I. ii. 173 
Tact and docility made no part of the character of Claren- 
don. To him England was still the England ot his youth. 

b. Amenability to training or treatment ; su fa- 
mis dveness to management ; tractability, obedience. 

1603 Holland Plutarch's Mor. 787 (R.) That which the 
elephant learneth . . whose docility is exhibited unto us in 
the theaters. 1796 Morse Amer. Geog. II. 525 The docility 
of these birds in employing their, .powers, at the command 
of the fishermen. 1814 Southey Roderick xxv, Roderick's 
own battle-horse . . from his master's hand had wont to feed, 
And with a glad docility obey His voice familiar. 1883 
R. Buchanan Annan Water xxx, Marjorie bore her lot 
with exemplary docility and characteristic gentleness. 

tDo-cilize, v. Obs.~° [f. Docile + -ize.] 
trams. ‘ To make dooible, teachable, tractable’ 
(Blount Gtossogr. 1656). 

Docimastic (d^?siinge*stik>, a. [ad. Gr. 80/ei- 
jxaarucui pertaining to examination or scrutiny, f. 
8oKi/ua{ur to essay, examine, scrutinize : cf. mod. 
L. docimasticus (in ars docimastied ), F. docimas- 
tique.] Of or pertaining to docimasy ; proving by 
experimental tests; spec. of or pertaining to the 
assay of metals. / ^ ^ 

3758 A. Reid tr. MacqitePs Chem. I. 177 The Docimastic 
art , . in making small Assays of ores. 1776 Phil. Trans, 
LXVI. 266 Platina mixed with lead was put ..in a doci- 
mastic furnace. 380a Chenevix ibid. XCII. 327 A revolu- 
tion in docimastic chemistry. 1878 tr. Lacroix's Sc. $ Lit. 
Mid. Ages 127 The chemical part . . the docimastic part. 
Docima-stical, a. rare — °. [f. as prec. -t- - al.] 
® prec. 

1753 Chambers Cycl. Snpj>. s. v., Docimasticai experi- 
ments, see Assaying. 

Docimasy (dp*simasi). [mod. ad. Gr. hoteqiaaia 
examination, scrutiny, n. of action f. do/ctfiafav to 
examine : cf. mod.L. docimasia, F. docimasic.’] 

1 . Gr. Aniiq. A judicial inquiry (esp. at Athens) 
into the character and antecedents of aspirants for 
public office or citizenship. 

2 . The art or practice of assaying metallic ores, 

i.e. of separating the metallic substance from foreign 
admixture, and determining the nature and quantity 
of constituent metal. i\- " '-/'V' 

[1801 Chenevix in Phil. Trans. XCI. 197 note, Carbone 
can be of no consequence .. in humid docimasia.J 1802 
Paris as it was II. Ixix. 381 To naturalize in France 
mineralogy, docimacy, and metallurgy % 3878 tr. Lacroix’s 
Sc. <$■ Lit. Mid. Ages 178 The applications of chemistry to 
..docimacy. ■ "‘a" ; " V-'"/ 

3 . The art of ascertaining the properties and 

purity of dnigs ; also of determining by physiolo- 
gical te^ts whether a child has been bom alive 
or not. d 847 in Craig, 
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Docimology (d^im^rlodgi). [f* Or. Su/w^os 

examined, tested 4- -logy.] A treatise on the ai 
of assaying metallic substances, or on certain ques- 
tions in obstetrics ; see prec. 

1847 in Craig. „ _ , , 

Docioxts (cW'uJbs), a. U.S. local. [Related to 

next.] Docile, amenable to order, ... 

a 3860 N. V. Spirit of Times , Western Life (BartlettI, 
I was so mad . . I can hardly keep my tongue docious now 
to talk about it. 

Docity (dp-siti). dial Also 7 dossety, 9 dos- 
sity. [Origin doubtful : supposed to be an altera- 
tion of docility.] Docility; quickness of compre- 
hension; ‘gumption’. 

1682 Mrs. Behn False Count it i, With good instructions 
I shall improve; I thank Heaven, I have Dossety ,_or so. 
168 7 — Lucky Chance n. i, Were you a rascal of Docity 
you wou'd invent a way. 1746 [see Dacity]. 1786 Wesley 
Whs. 1x872) XII. 155, I cannot help it, if people have no 
docity. 1787 Grose Provinc. Gloss., Doctty, docility, 
quick comprehension. Clone. 1825 Mrs. B. Hewlett 
Cottage Comforts vi. 40 If she has but .docity or gumption, 
that is, if she has got the use of her wits and the use of her 
hands. 3838 Haliburton Clocknt. I. 243 She s all docity 
jist now, keep her so. 3886 .S’. W.Linc. Gloss, s.v., She seems 
to have no mind, no dossity whatever. 

Dock (<Vk), sbX Forms ; 1 docce, 4-3 dokke, 
dok, 4- dock. [OE. docce, pi. and inflected sing. 
doccan ; app. Common WGer. or 01 cut.; cf. MDu. 
'docks, in comb, docke-blaederen ‘petasites \ Ger. 
docken-bldtter the common dock, ODa. ddokke = 
OE. iadocce water-dock; also OF. deque, doke, 
doeque, mod.Norm. doque, the Patience dock or 
Monk’s rhubarb. So Gael, dogha burdock.] 

1 . The common name of various species of the 
genus Rumex (JN.O. Polygonacex ), coarse weedy 
herbs with thickened rootstock, sheathing stipules, 
and panided racemes of inconspicuous greenish 
flowers, a. Without qualifying word usually the 
common dock {R. oblusifohus), well known as the 
popular antidote for nettle-stings. 

c 3000 Sax. Leechd. II. 2x8 Same betan oj^e doccan on 
geswettum wine seo^aS. *398 Trevisa Barth, De P. R. 
xvir. xciii. (1495) 661 Al manere Dockys heele smytynge of 
Scorpions. 34. . Lat. 4* Eng, Voc.. in Wr.-Wulcker 6^2/1 
Per it ilia, a dokke. 156a Turner. Herbal 11.121 a, We have the 
great kinde of Dock, which the vnieartied toke for Rebarbe. 
3599' Shaks. Hen. /•', v. ii. 52 Hateful! Docks, rough 
Thistles, Keksyes, Burres. 1611 Steed Hist. Gt. Bril. ix. 
xvii. (1632) 876 Yet found no docke to rub out the smart. 


the dock, 'twill sprout again. 1879 Hesba Stretton 
Through Needle’ s Eye I. 60 The grounds and gardens. , 
were overgrown with nettles and docks. 

b. W' ith descriptive epithet : Fiddle Dock, 
from the shape of the leaves, R. pulchcr ; 
Golden Dock, A. maritimus ; Patience or 
Passions Dock, R. Patientia ; also locally ap- 
plied to Polygonum Bistort a ; Bed Dock, R. 
sanguineus ; Sharp or Sour Dock, R. aceiosa , 
sorrel ; Swamp Dock, R. verticillatus \ Water 
Dock, R. Ilydrolapathum ; White Dock, R. 
salicifolius ; Yellow Dock, R. crispus. Many 
species were already distinguished in OE. 

ciooo Sax. Leechd. I. 132 Herb, xxxiv, Wudu docce 
[MS. Harl. 5294 Sur docce].. {>as wyrte be man lapatiiim & 
o"6rum naman wudu docce nemne' 5 . Ibid. II. 122 pa feahvan 
doccan riser ha readan. Ibid. III. 304 Dnrh. Gloss., Oxila- 
pathum, scearpe docce. c 1400 Test. Love m. ix. (1532) 360 
The frute of the soure docke, 3483 Cath. A ngl. 103/1 A redi 
Dok, lappacium. 1348 Turner Names of Herbes 69 In 
engiish Waterdocke or sharpdocke. 3578 LYTE Dodoens v. 
ix. 558 The sharpepoynted Docke or Patience, grovveth in 
wette moyst medowes. *597 Gerarde Herbal 11. lxxxi. 
387 Soure Docke called Sorrel. 1601 Holland Pliny xix. 
vi. (R.), The root of the hearb patience or garden docke. .is 
knowne to run downe in the ground three cubits deepe. 

2 . Also in the popular names of other coarse 
plants of similar habit, as Dove Dock, coltsfoot 
( Tussiiago Parfara) ; Bound Dock, common 
mallow {Malva sylvestris) ; Spatter Dock, yellow 
pond-lily {Nuphar advena) ; Velvet Dock, mul- 
lein {Vcrbascutn Thapsus). Also Burdock, Can- 
dock, Elf-dock, etc. 

c xooo xElfric Gloss, in Wr.-Wulcker 136 Nimphea , 
eadocca. 1712 tr. Pomet’s Hist. Drugs I. 27 The great, 
common round Dock, which many People cultivate. 

3 . phr. In dock , out nettle : orig. a charm uttered 
to aid the cure of nettle-stings by dock-leaves ; 
f hence, in allusion to the full phrase used, a pro- 
verbial expression for changeableness and incon- 
stancy (obs.). 

The charm to be repeated during the rubbing process is 
* Nettle in, dock out, Dock in, nettle out, Nettle in, dock 
out, Dock rub nettle out ’ ( A'. 4- Q. Ser. 1. III. 133). 

C1374 Chaucer Troy lus iv. 433 (461) But kanstow pleyen 
raket to and fro, Netle In, dokke out, now this now £at, 
Pandare? a 1553 Udall Royster D. n. iii. (Arb.) 34 , 1 can 
not skill ofsuch chaungeable mettle, There is nothing with 
them but in docke out nettle. 3623; Middleton More 
Dissemblers iv. i. 233 Is this my in dock, out nettle ? a 1626 
Bp. Andrewes Serm. 391 (N.) Off and on, fast or loose, in 
docke, out nettle, and m nettle, out docke. 3735 tr. C’tess 
D’Annoy's IVks. 430 They had been in Dock out Nettle 
above forty and forty Times. 

4 . attrib. , and Com b., as dock-leaf - root ; also 


dock-bur, the flower-head of the burdock ; dock- 
cress, nipplewort (. Lapsana communis ) ; dock- 
fork, -iron, a tool for digging out the roots of 
docks; dock-nettle, the lesser stinging nettle 
( Urtica urens ) ; dock-sorrel, the sour dock, 
{Rumex acetosa ) ; dock-worm, a grub found on 
docks, used as a bait by anglers. 

3632 Sherwood, The *dock-burre or burre*docke, Bardane. 
1726 Shelvockk Voy, round World 55 The sea-egg .. 
nearly resembles a dock-burr. ^ 3397 Gerarde Herbal h. 
xvi. (1633) riss *Docke Creeses is a wilde wort or pot her'oe. 
3850 Beck's Florist Feb. 39 Eradicating this weed with a 
small instrument like a *dock-fork. 3846 J. Baxter Libr. 
Pract. Agric. (ed. 4) II. 389 The root must he completely 
taken out by the Mock-iron. 3613-16 W. Browne Brit, 
Past. 11. it. (R.), He suclct it with his mouth.. and softly 
gan it binde With *dock-leave_s. c 1265 Voc. Plants in Wr.- 
Wulcker 557/39 Dormentille, i. ortie griesche, i. Mocneitle. 
1886 Mary Linskill Haven under Hill in Good Words 
301 The Mock-sorrel stood with its maroon spiies in the air. 
3653 Walton Angler iv. 95 The Flag worm, the ’ Dock- 
worm, the Oakworm, 

DoclE (dpk}, sbf Forms; 4 dok, 6-7 docke, 
6- dock. [Identical with mod.Icel, dockr short 
stumpy tail (Haldorssen). Ulterior etymology 
obscure. Cf. Fris. dok bundle, bunch, ball (of 
twine, straw, etc.), LG. dokke bundle (of straw, 
thread), skein of yam, mod.G .docke bundle, skein, 


plug, peg.] 

1 . The solid fleshy part of an animal’s tail. 

c 1340 Gaw. <$■ Gr. Knt. 193 pe tayl . . bounden bothe 
wytha bande of a bry3t grene, Dubbed wyth ful dere stonez, 
as pe dok lasted. x6ox Holland Pliny I. 352 Asses haue 
the said docke or rumpe longer than horses. 1646 Sir T. 
Browne Pseud, Ep. iii. xvii, 150 We conjecture the age of 
Horses from joynts in their dockes. 185 f> Farmer's Mag. 
Jan. 59 Hips wide, and rumps and docks good. 

2 . a. A piece of leather harness covering the 
clipped tail of a horse, b. The crupper of a saddle 
or harness ; see also quot. 1874. 

<-1340 [see prec.]. 16x7 Markham Caval. v. 31 You shall 
buckle on his breastplate and his crooper, . then you shall 
lace on his saker or docke. 1753 Chambers Cycl. Supp. t 
Dock, in the manege, is used for a large case of leather., 
which serves it [the tail] for a cover. The French call the 
Dock, tronsseqneue. 3787 Grose Provinc. Gloss., Dock, a 
crupper to a saddle. Devon. 3874 Knight Diet. Meek., 
Dock .. the divided piece forming part of the crupper, 
through which the horse's tail is inserted. 1888 W. Somerset 
Wontbk., Dock , the crupper of either saddle or harness. 

+ 3 . transf. of human beings : The rump, but- 


tocks. Obs, 

1508 Kennedy Fly/ing w. Dunbar 484 A rottyn crok, 
louse of the dok. 3684 Frost of 1683-4, 22 One’s heels fly 
up, and down he's on his dock. 

■fib. The skirts or ‘tails’ of clothes. Obs. 

3522 World Child in Hazl. Dodsley I. 247, I will not 
go to school. .For there beginneth a sorry feast, When the 
master should lift my dock. 1557 Tukser ioo Points Hnsb. 
xxvii, The drier, the les maidens dablith their dockes. 

f 4 . The fleshy part of a boar’s chine between the 
middle and the buttock. Obs. 

1678 in Phillips. Thence in later Diets. 

f* 5 . The poop or stern of a ship. Obs. rare. 

r 1565 Lindesay (Pitscottie) Chron. Scot. (172?) 108 She 
bare many canons, .two behind in her dock. 1570 Levins 
Manip. 158/13 Dock of a ship, /«///$. 

6. A cut end of anything, e.g. of hair, (?) of a 
tree-trunk (Tusser) ; a stump ; an end cut off. Now 


dial. 

*573 Twyne JEneid %. Dd iij b, His heare down shadow- 
ing shed, but gold embroyding bynds their docks. 3573 
Tusser Hnsb. xvii. (1878) 37 For chimney in winter, to 
burne vp their docks. 37SS Johnson, Dock, the stump of 
the tail, which remains after docking. 1892 Baring-Gould 
Strange Survivals v. x 12 [To] prevent . . the red-hot dock [of 
awickj from spluttering on to the carpet, 
f 7 . [f. Lock vJ] The act of cutting off ; ampu- 


tation. Obs. v 

1667 Waterhouse Fire Land. 133 The amputation and 
dock of one member forces the bloua. 1727-51 Chambers 
Cycl., Dock, Docking, in law, a means or expedient for 
cutting off an estate tail. 

Bock (dpk), sb.z Forms; 6 dok, 6-7 docke, 
6 - dock. [Found early in i 6th c*, also in 16th c. 
Du. docke, mod.Du. dok. From Du. and Eng. it 
has passed into other langs., Da. docke, Sw. docka, 
mod.Ger. dock, docke, mod.F. dock, in 1679 doque. 
Ulterior origin uncertain. 

It has been variously compared with rare I cel. dd’kk, db’klf 
pit, pool, Norw. dokk hollow, low ground, med. L. doga 
ditch, canal (Du Cange), Gr, Sogri receptacle. See Skeat, B. 
Muller ; also Grimm, and Diez s. v. Doga.] f , 

f 1 . The bed (in the sand or ooze) in which a sh p 
lies dry at low water ; the hollow made by a vessel 
lying in the s^nd. Obs. 

35x3 Douglas JEneis x. vi. 22 Lat euery barge do prent 
hyr self a dok. *583 Stanyhurst AEneis 1. (Arb.) 35 Grautit 
foorth thy warrant in docks oui*e nauye too settle [Lficeat 
subducere classem], 1627 Capt. Smith Seaman’s Gram. 
1. i, A wet docke is any place where you may hale in a ship 
into the oze out of the tides way, where shee may docke her 
selfe. 1633 T. James Voy. 80 Shee at a high water would 
fleet in her docke, though she were still dockt in the sands, 
almost foure foot. ' . , 

f 2 . (Apparently) A creek or haven m which 
ships may lie on the ooze or ride at anchor, 
according to the tide. Obs. 


BOCK. 

1538 Leland I tin. I. 53 Robyn Huddes Bay, a Dole or 
Bosom of a Mile yn lenghth. 1579-80 North Plutarch 
(1656) 53d When he had taken them [the pyrates ships] he 
brought them all into a Dock. 

f 3 . A trench, canal, or artificial inlet, to admit 
a boat, etc. Obs. 

(Sense in first quot. doubtful.) 

1634-5 B her eton Trav. (Chetham) 45 A chest bored full 
of holes., placed in a dock prepared for it. .Herein were fish j 
kept. 1648 Gage West Ind. 40 The Dock or Trench being 
thus finished, the Vergantines were calked. 1719 De Foe 
Crusoe 1. ix, I . . resolv’d to cut a Dock, or Canal, to bring 
the Water up to the Canoe. 

4. An artificial basin excavated, built round with 
masonry, and fitted with fiood-gates, into which 
ships are received for purposes of loading and un- 
loading or for repair. 

Dry or graving dock » a narrow basin into which a single 
vessel is received, and from which the water is then pumped 
or let out, leaving the vessel dry for the purpose of repair. 
(Sometimes also used for building ships.) Wet dock, a large 
water-tight enclosure in which the water is maintained "at 
the level of high tide, so that vessels remain constantly 
afloat in it. Floating dock , a large floating structure that 
can be used like a dry dock. 

155a Hulof.t, Docke where shippes be layed vp and made, 
nauale , 1569 Stockers. Died, Sic. n. xxiv. 76 Antigone 

..likewise caused iii mightie Docks to be cut out to build 
the sayd shippes in. _ 1591 Percivall Sp. Diet., Astillero , 
a doeke to build ships in, nauale . 1627 Capt. Smith Seaman’s 
Gram. i. 1 A Doeke is a great pit or creeke by a harbour side 
. .with two great floud-gates built so stronge and close, that 
the Doeke may be dry till the ship be built or repaired, .and 
this is called a dry Doeke. 1662-2 Pepys Diary 25 Jan., 
Sir N. Crisp’s project of making, .about Deptford, .a wett- 
dock to bold 200 sail of ships. 1758 Descr. Thames 268 
Docks are small Harbours cut into the Land. 1849 
Macaulay Hist. Eng. I. iii. 344 Her endless docks, quays, 
and warehouses are among the wonders of the world. 1868 
Daily News 2 Sept., Mr. Campbell's, .plan of an iron float- 
ing dry dock. 

fig. 1642 Milton A fid. Smect, viii. (i8sx^ 297 He must cut 
out large docks and creeks into his text to unlade the foolish 
frigate of his unseasonable autorities. 

5 . (Often pi.) a. A range of dock-basins (sense 4) 
together with the adjoining wharfs, warehouses and 
offices {commercial docks'), b. The whole establish- 
ment of similar basins and adjoining work-shops, 
etc., concerned with the building, outfit, and repair 
of ships; a dockyard (i naval docks). 

1703 Land. Gaz. No. 3912/2 Timber .. for the use of her 
Majesty’s Dock at Plimouth. 1770 Wesley frnl. 12 Oct., 

1 walked round the Dock [at Portsmouth], much larger than 
any other in England. 1848 Dickens Dombey ix. Captain 
Cuttle lived . . near the India Docks. 1875 Jowett Plato 
III, 698 The docks weie full of triremes and naval stores, 

6. Railways. An enclosure in a platform into 
which a single line of rails runs and terminates. 

7 . allrib. and Comb., as dock-boot , - constable , 

* head, -house, - labourer , -man, -side, - sill , -space, 
-trade, -warehouse, etc. ; also dock-company, the 
company or corporate body owning a dock ; dock- 
charges, dock-dues, charges made for the use of a 
dock ; dock-master, the superintendent or man- 
ager of a dock ; dock-port, a port that has a (naval) 
dock ; dock-rent, the charge made for warehous- 
ing goods in a dock ; f dock-silver (Sc.), dock- 
dues; dock- walloper (U.S.), a casual labourer 
engaged at docks and wharfs ; dock -warrant, 
a certificate given to the owner of goods warehoused 
in a dock. Also Dockyard. 

1883 Fisheries Exhib Catal. 10 Sea Boots, *Dock Boots. 
*891 Daily News 28 Dec. 3/6 The deceased . . was seen safely 
aboard the vessel by a *dock constable. 1837 Penny Cycl. 
IX. 44/2 Amount of *Dock Dues. 1880 Times 17 Dec. 
5/6 The Hartlepool . . in entering dock struck the *dockhead. 
1661 Pepys Diary 10 Apr., In the morning, to see the 
■^Dock-houses. 1878 Jevons Prim. Pol Econ. 59 ^Dock- 
labourers., are simply strong men without any -particular 
skill. 1755 B. Martin Misc. Corr. Oct, 171 Orders , . that 
be should ... form the *Dockmen into a Regiment. 1736 in 
Picton L’pool Munic. Rec. (1886) II. 146 Mr. Steers the 
*Dockmaster. 1758 M.P.’s Let. on R. N. 42 Wages may be 
paid, .at any *Dock-Port. 1887 Times 25 Aug. 4/5 [They] 
arrived at the *dockside. 1858 Merc. Marine Mag . V. 174 
The *dock sill is 3 feet 6 inches above low water-mark. 
1641 Stirling Charters (1884) 151 (Jam. Suppl.) Heavin 
silver et *dock silver. 2860 Bartlett Did. Amer., *Dock 
walloper, a loafer that hangs about the wharves. New 
York. 1879 Lumberman's Getz. 15 Oct., Dockwollopers are 
paid 40 to 45 cents an hour. 1875 Jevons Money (1878) 
207 The holder of a Mock- warrant has a prima-facie claim 
to the . . hogsheads of sugar, or other packages named 
" thereon. 

Bock (dpk), sbA [The same word as FI. dok 
rabbit-hutch, fowl -pen , cage; 4 Doeke — keuie, rennep 
he, cage, fowl-pen, fowl-run (Kilian). In Eng. prob. 
at first a word of rogues’ cant. 

Used by Warner and Ben Jonson 1586-1610; but an un- 
known word to Jonson’s editors, Whalley 1756, Gifford 1816. 
Absent from the 18th c. dictionaries, and from Todd, 
Webster 1828, Richardson; and after 1610, known to us 
only in Bail-dock, till the 19th c., in which it has become 
familiar, largely through the writings of Dickens.] 

The enclosure in a criminal court in which the 
prisoner is placed at his trial it was formerly 
filled with the prisoners whose trial was put down 
for the day. Of. Bail-dock. 

*586 Warner A lb, Eng. iii. xviii, Sterne Minos and grim 
Radymant discend their duskie roomes, The doeke was also 
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Cleare of Gosts, adiorn’d to after-doomes. x6xo B. Jonson 
Alch. v. iv, Here will be officers, presently ; bethinke you, 
Of some course sodainely to scape the dock : For thether 
you’ll come else. 2824 Ann. Reg . LXVI. 40 The prisoner, 
after receiving the congratulations of several of his friends, 
bowed, and retired from thedoek. 2838 Dickens O. Twist 
xliii, A dirty frowsy room, .with a dock for the prisoners on 
the left hand. 2882 Serjt. Ballantine Exper. xliii. 396 
[He] had to appear and surrender into the dock. 

attrib. 1838 Dickens O. Twist xliii, A jailer stood reclin- 
ing against the dock-rail. 

Bock (d^k), vS [f. Dock sb. 2] 

1 . trans. To cut short in some part, esp. in the 
tail, hair, or similar appendage ; to curtail. 

c 1386 Chaucer Prol. 590 His tope was doked lyk a preest 
biforn. 1408 Will of ae Brugge (Somerset Ho.), Equum 
meum nigrum dokkede. c 1440 Promp . Parv. 125/2 Dockyd 
by }>e tayle, detaudatns. 3564 Becon Early Wks. Gen. 
Pref. (1843) 7 Admitting him. unto the ministry .. without 
docking, greasing, shaving. X673E. Brown Acc. Trav. 72 
They have very good Horses . . but they never dock them, 
but their tayls grow out at length. 1754 Richardson 
Grandison (1781) I. xxxvi. 256 His horses are not docked : 
their tails are only tied up. 1813 Sporting Mag. XLI. 60 
He related . .his docking a defaulter in payment. . He .. cut 
off his long hair close to the scalp. 

b. spec. To- shorten (the tail of a horse, dog, etc.) 
by cutting. off one or more of the extreme caudal 
vertebrae. Also absol. 

1419 in Ellis Orig. Lett. Ser. ii. I. 78 note, Y wolde breke his 
Sege, and make hem of Roon dokke hys tayle. 3530 Palsgk. 
523/2 Doeke your horse tayle, and make hym a courtault, 
1778 Johnson 3 Apr; in Boswell, ,His tail then must bedocked. 
That was the mark of Alcibiades’s dog. 1802 Bingley 
A mm. Biog. 1x8x3) [. 494 The barbarous custom of docking 
the tails, .is in this country very prevalent. 1876 Miss Cary 
Country Life 189 Pin a going to. .learn to nick and dock. 

2 . trans/, and fig. To cut short or abridge by 
taking away a part ; to lessen, curtail, subject to 
limitation in some respect; to deprive, divest of 
(+ from ) some part or appendage. 

£1380 Wycuf Sel. Wks. III. 180 pei docken Goddis word, 
and tateren it bi her rimes, c 1422 Hoccleve feres i aits’ 
Wife 541 If thow fynde j?at I gabbe, Of my promesse thanne 
dokke me. 1693 W. Frkke Sel. Ess. xix. 109 Docking it 
[learning] from its superfluous Pedantry. 1771 T. Jeffer- 
son Lett. Writ. 1892 I. 387 Dock the invoice of such articles 
as. .1 may get in the country. 187s Browning Pr. Hohenst. 
3374 Dock, by the million, of its friendly joints, The electoral 
body short. 1889 Spectator 26 Oct., Wages ..will be pretty 
sharply docked by rent. 1892 F. Hall m Nation (N. Y.) 
LV. 335/1 A participial adjective docked of its termination. 

3 . To cut away, cut off ; also =«=Dag vl 3. 

c 1380 Wyclif Wks. (1880) 430 pei wolden teche sum & sum 
hide &. doeke sum [of God’s law]. 1855 Thackeray New- 
comes II. 45, I see you have shaven the mustachios off . . I 
thought I had. best dock them. 1888 Elworthy W. 
Somerset Werd-bk. , Dock, to cut off the wool clotted with 
dung from around a sheep’s tail. 

4 . Law. To dock the entail : to cut off or put an 
end to the entail ; to break the prescribed line of 
succession to an estate ; alsoyfg. 

a 1626 Bacon Max. <f- Uses Com. Law (1635) 47 These 
notable Statutes. . do dock intailes. 1723 Steele Consc. 
Lovers m, He could not dock the entail. 1854 Lowell 
Jml. in Italy Pr. Wks, 1890 I. 324 A poor relation whose 
right in the entail of home traditions has been docked by 
revolution. 

Hence Booking* vbl. sb . ; also attrib . 

1727-51 [see Dock sbP f\. 1741 Compl. Fani . Piece in. 449 
So many Horses die with Docking. 1865 Youatt Horse 
xxii. (1872) 466 The veterinary surgeon with his docking- 
machine cuts through the tail at one stroke. 

Bock (dpk), v* [f. Dock sb.q 
fl. trans. To bring or put (a ship) into station 
or anchorage in a roadstead, etc. Obs. 

15x4 Barclay Cyt. <$■ Uplondyshm. (Percy Soc.) 29 Now 
are they, .sparclea abrode, Lyke wyse as shyppes bedocked 
in a rode. 1615 Trade's liter, in Hart. Misc. (Malh.) III. 
296 Two more [ships] are docked up there, as pinnaces, to 
trade up and down. 

1 2 . To bring or put (a vessel) ashore where it 
may rest in the ooze, or in some trench, or creek : 
cf. Dock sbA 1. Obs. 

1596 Shaks. Merck. V. 1. i. 27 And see my wealthy 
Andrew dockt [early edd. docks] in sand. 1627, 1633 t ; see 
Dock sbA 1}. 1669 Sturmy Mariner’s Mag. v. 81 To weigh 
Ship . . that hath not lain too long, and docked it self in 
Gaze. X75X R. Paltock P. Wilkins xv, When I had docked 
my boat, I would accompany her. [Cf. xii, I sought for a 
convenient place to stow my boat in . . Having pitched upon 
a swampy place. . I soon cut a trench from the lake.] 

3 . To take, bring, or receive (a ship) into a dock 
(in the modern sense) ; cf. Dock sbA 4. 

2600 .Pory tr. Leo’s Africa 11. 376 Arsenals^ or places for 
the building, repairing, docking, and harbouring of. .gallies, 
1662 Pepys Diary 21 July, We.. saw the manner and 
trouble of docking such a ship. X795 Hull Advertiser 
3 Oct. 1/4 A grand dock-yard, .sufficient to dock and re-fit 
30 sail of the line. i86x Sat. Rev. 14 Dec. 608 A British 
man-of-war was lying there waiting to be docked, 
b. intr. (for re/H) To come into dock. 

1892 Daily News 4 Nov. 3/2 Water, .must be pumped out 
before she can dock. 

4 . trans. To furnish or lay out with docks. 

X757 W. Smith Hist. New York 187 The Ships lie off in 
i the Roads, on the East Side of the Town, which is docked 
j out. x86x Sat. Rev. 14 Dec. 615 The cutting of the .. 

Caledonian Canal, the docking of London and Liverpool. 

I Hence Do cking vbl. sb . ; also attrib. 

I 1692 T. H[ale] Acc. New Invent. 28 Their Ransacking*, 
Groundings, Dockings, and Repairings, 1799 Nels,on jc 2 
| Sept, in Nicolas Disf. (2845) IV. xx The Seahorse . .requires 
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docking. x886 Law Times LX XX. 284/1 [She] carried the 
usual docking signal of two bright lights aft. 

Bock, vA Biscuit-making. [Origin unknown.] 
trans. To pierce (a biscuit ) with holes. 

2840 [Remembered as the term in regular use. G. Palmer.} 
1875 Ure's Diet. Arts I. 343 The biscuit was then docked, 
that is, pierced with holes by an instrument adapted to the 
purpose. Ibid. 346 A stamping and docking frame . . The 
stamps or cutters in the frame being internally provided 
with prongs, .dock the cakes, or cut pieces, with a series of 
holes, for the subsequent escape of the moisture, which, but 
for these vents, would distort and spoil the cake or biscuit 
when put in the oven. 

Bock, vA nonce-wd. [f. Dock sbA] trans . To 
place (a prisoner) in the dock. 

2895 Pall Mall G. 2 Dec. 2/3 They [jury] did so on 
Saturday at Riom, when and where a lady was docked for 
disposal. 

Dockage (d^kedg). [f. Dock sbfi + -age.] 
a. Charges made for the use of docks, b. Docks 
collectively, dock accommodation. e. Theberth- 
ing of vessels in docks. 

1708 Deed 9 Apr. in New Engld. Hist. Gen. Reg. T879) 
402 The privilidge of Dockage and Wbarffage. 1788 Clark- 
son Impol. Slave Tr. 121 These vessels pay their dockage. 
2864 Daily Tel. 3 May, With regard to the dockage of the 
iron fleet. 1893 ( ritic (U. S.) 25 Mar. 186/1 An interesting 
study [in water-colour] of dockage in New Orleans. 

Bcckage-. [f. Dock sy. 1 + -age.] The action 
of clocking ; deduction. 

2886 Philad. Times 20 Mar. (Cent.), I do not find, .in the 
time-book a single instance of dockage. 1887 Contemp. Rev. 
May 699 Dishonest dockage for dirt and chaff, 

Docked (cVkt \>ppl. aP [f. Dockzj. 1 + -edL] 
Cut short, curtailed ; with short or shortened tail. 

1408 [see Dock vl 1). s 1440 Promp. Par7>. 125/2 Dockyd, 
lessyd or obryggyd, abbreviatus. 1830 Carlyle R ichter 
Misc. (1872) 111 . 26 Besides the docked cue, he had shins 
a la Hamlet. 1861 Sala Dutch Piet. xii. 187 A grey horse, 
with a docked military tail. 

Booked, ppl. a A [f. Dock sbA 3 + -ed -.] 
Having buttocks ; in sti'ong- docked , 1 that has strong 
Reins and Sinews, lusty, stout* (Phillips 1706). 

a 1652 Brome New. Acad, n i, She’s a tight strong dock’t 
Tit. 1709 Brit Apollo II. No. 12. 3/1 A Strong dock’d 
Bucksome Quean. 

Bocken (d^k’n). Sc. and north, dial. Also 5 
doken, -an, 8 dockan, 9 docking, [app. repr. 
OE. doccan, early ME. *dokken, pi. and inflected 
form of docce, Dock .sA 1 ] == Dock sbP 1. 

X423 Jas. I Hingis Q. cix, Als like 3c bene, as . . doken to 
the fresche dayesye. 1483 Cath. Angl. 203/2 A Dokan, 
paradilla. 1721 Kelly Scot. Prov. 284 (Jam. , * I wo’d be 
very loth And scant of cloth, To sole my hose with dockans/ 
The return of a haughty maid to them that tell her of an un- 
worthy suitor. 1724 Ramsay Tea-t. Misc. (1733) L 21 Wad 
ye compare ye’r sell to me, A docken till a tansie ? 1863 

Robson Bards of Tyne 138 Amang these green dockings, 

b. attrib. Of or like a dock-leaf ; dock-like. 

1852 R. S. Surtees Sponge's Sp . Tourx liv. 245 His great 
red docken ears. 

Docker 1 (d^koi). [f. Dock + 

1 . A dweller in or near a dock ; spec, an inhabit- 
ant of Devonport, formerly Plymouth Dock, 

1762 Johnson in Boswell Life Visit Devonsh., I am against 
the Dockers : I am a Plymouth-man. 1870 R. N. Worth 
Hist . Devonport ix. 100 The oldest living Docker. 

2 . A labourer in the docks. 

1887 Pall Mall G. 19 Sept 2/2 A trade union for dockers. 
1889 Times 11 Dec. 9/3 Gross intimidation during the 
dockers’ strike. 

Do cker [fi Dock v ? and 3 + -erL] 

1 . One who docks the tails of horses, etc. 

x8io Sporting Mag. XXXV. 263 Croppers, dockers, 
nickers and trimmers. 2844 J. T. Hewlett Parsons # W. 
iii. You. .mane-and-tail docker. 

2 . A stamp used for 4 docking * or perforating the 
dough for biscuits. 

1874 in Knight Diet. Mech. 

Bo'Cker K [f. Dock sbfi + -er L] (See quot.) 

1892 Pall Mall G. 28 Jan, 6/1 Dock cases, * dockers *, as 
they are called — cases in which you are retained by the 
prisoner in the dock. 

Docket (dp'ket), sb. 1 Also 5 doket, 5-9 dog- 
get (t, 6-8 doequett, 6-9 doequet, [Found since 
1 5th c. : derivation and original sense obscure. 

It has been suggested to be a derivative of Dock v. 1 , the 
suffix being either the dim. -et (cf. pocket), or a var. of the 
-ed of pa. pple. But neither view is free from serious objec- 
tions.] 

1 1 . (?) Obs. 

c 1460 Towneley Myst. (Surtees) 3x3 May he dug hym 
a doket, A kodpese like a pokett. 

f 2 . A brief, summarized statement ; an abstract 
or abridgement ; a digest, minute. Obs. exc. Hist. 

a 1483 Liber Niger in Househ. Ord, 25 Lett it alwey be 
remembered to make in the kinges doggettes both venit 
and recessit as often as it pleseth the King the prince to 
come or goe. 1526 Ibid. 229 The Clerke of the Green Cloth 
shall . . ingrosse and cast tip all the particular Breifments of 
the House . . and the same, soe cast up . . enter in the Parch- 
ment doequett, called the Maine Doequet. Ibid. 234 The 
Clerk of the Spicery. .doe dayly make the Briefments or 
doequets of the expence of his office, 1555 Act 2 $3 Phil. 4 
Mary c. 6 That every person, .auctorised to- .purveye any 
Beefes, Wethers, Lambes [etc.], .shall make a Docket or 
Briefe in writing . . conteyning all & every suche Beefe, 
Wethers, Lambes [etc.} 1641 Termes de la Ley 126 Docket 
is a little peece of paper or parchment written, that con- 
teineth in it the effect of a greater writing. 1643 in Clarendon 
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Hist. Reb. vii. § 347 Several proportions of arms mentioned 
in a docquet then sent inclosed in our said letters. 1858 
Doran Crt. Fools 219 The warrant.. may have been pre- 
served, and probably also a docket or short minute of it. 

3 . spec. The abstract of the contents of a pro- 
posed Letter-patent, ■written upon the King’s bill 
which authorized the preparation of such letter for 
the Great Seal, and also copied into a Register or 
Docket-book. 

3552 in St. Papers, Domestic (MS.) ? Docquets I, [King's 
Bills endorsed ‘Docquet’}. 337$ Ibid., A docquet of the 
contents of her raa #t li lettres patentes graunted the xvth of 
June. 3580, 3590 Ibid. 1660 Pepys Diary 13 July, My 
patent., being done, we carried it .. to Mr. Beale for a 
Docket t. 1662-3 ibid. 28 Feb., I did see the docquet by which 
Sir W, Pen is made the Comptroller’s assistant, 1686 
Evelyn Diary 12 Mar,, A docquet was to be seal’d import- 
ing a lease of 21 yeares to one Hall. Ibid. 5 May, We 
should be requir’d to passe a doquetc dispensing with Dr. 
Obadiah Walker and four more, .to hold their masterships, 
fellowships, and cures. #1837 W.H. Black Docquets of Lett. 
Pat. Ckas. /, 1643-6 (Reed. Commiss., unpubl.) Pref. vii. 
The Docquet books, .present in the form of a Register or 
Journal snort abstracts of all instruments that were prepared 
for the great seal in the offices to which they respectively 
belong. 

4 . Law. A memorandum or register of legal 
judgements. 

1668-9 Pepys Diary 12 Mar. (3879) VI. 20 To the Crowne 
Office, where we., did take short notes of the dockets. 
1687 Dr. Hedges in Magd. Coll. # Jas. II (Oxf. Hist. 
Soc.) 204 The Steward ask’d for a docket of y 6 fines. 1692 
Act 4 Will. St Mary c. 20 § t Every Clerk of the Doggets 
of the Court of Kings Bench. .shall, .put into an Alpha- 
betical Doggett by the Defendants names a particular of 
all Judgments for Debt. 3809 TomlinsA^w Diet. s.v. Docket 
or Dogget, When rolls of judgments are brought into C. B. 
they are docketted, and entered on the docket of that term; 
so that upon any occasion yon may soon find out a judg- 
ment, by searching these dockets, if you know the attorney’s 
name. Ibid, s, v. Judgment, By rule of Michaelmas, 42 
Geo. 3 (2 East. 136) no Judgment can be signed upon any 
warrant authorising any attorney to confess Judgment, 
without such warrant of attorney being delivered to and 
filed by the Clerk of the Dockets; who is ordered to file the 
warrants in the order in which they are received. 

5 . Lain. A list of causes for trial, or of names 
of persons having causes pending. Hence phr. 
On the docket. (U.S.1 

1790 Dallas^! mer. Law Rep. 1 . 382 The plea entered on the 
docquet. 1800 Addison A mer. Law Rep. 14 Only one cause 
appeared on the docquet. 1828 Webster, Docket .3. An 
alphabetical list of cases in a court, or a catalogue of the 
names of the parties who have suits depending in a court. 
In some of the States, this is the principal or only use of the 
word. ^ 3864 Ibid, s.v M ( > n the docket , in hand ; under con- 
sideration ; in process of execution or performance. (Colloq.) 
1 6. In phr. To strike a docket : see quots. 06 s. 

3809 R. Langford Introd. Trade 335 The person has 
subjected himself to being a bankrupt : if so, he is made 
one, which is termed striking a docket. 3823 Crabb Technot. 
Diet. s.v., ‘To strike a docket' is said of a creditor who 
gives bond to the Lord Chancellor, proving his debtor to be 
a bankrupt ; in consequence, of which a commission of 
bankruptcy is taken out against him. 1835 Hood Dead 
Robbery i, Of all the causes that induce mankind To strike 
against themselves a mortal docket. 1848 Wharton Lam 
Lex., Docket or Dogged. . the. entry made by the secretary 
of bankrupts, when a petitioning creditor’s affidavit of debt 
is lodged with him for the purpose , of issuing a fiat in 
bankruptcy, technically called ‘ striking a docket 385a 
Thackeray Esmond in. iv, Esmond . . having fairly struck 
his docket in this love transaction determined to put a 
cheerful face on his bankruptcy. 

7 . An endorsement on a letter or other document, 
briefly indicating its contents or subject; a label 
affixed for a similar purpose ; a written direction, 
a ticket. 

1706 Phillips (ed. Kersey\ Docket, a little Bill ty’d to 
Goods or Wares, and directed to the Person and Place they 
are to be sent to. 1839 Lady Granville Lett. 11 Feb, (1894) 
II. 282 You may find your delightful tour safe in red tape 
and docket. 1840 Hood Up Rhine 76 Tourists. .Provided 
with passport, that requisite docket. 1883 I. Taylor 
Alphabet I. 253 On the outer edge of these tablets a docket 
is occasionally inscribed., containing a brief reference to the 
contents, evidently for the purpose of enabling the keeper 
of the records to find any particular document 3886 Cheshire 
Gloss., Docket , hatsting term. The wage ticket of workpeople. 

8. a* A warrant from the Custom House on 
entering goods, certifying the payment of the 
duty. b. A form of certificate giving particulars 
of the bales, marks, ship’s name, etc., of cotton 
sold for future delivery, the presentation of which 
at the Cotton Clearing-house entitles the presenter 
to obtain a delivery order. 

The dockets show the amount of cotton tendered on each 
Tendering Day at the Clearing House. When the same 
‘form’ is used on a second Tendering Day, it is called a 
letter-docket. 

1712 Swift Jrnl. to Stella 13 Mar., He dreams of nothing 
but cockets, and dockets, and drawbacks and other jargon, 
words of the custom-house. 1887 Times 27 Aug. ix/6 
(Cotton Market) The tenders were 2,100 bales of which 100 
[were} letter dockets. 

a attrih. and Comb., as docket-book (see sense 3), 
-rolls, -warrant. 

3643 St. Trials , Abp. Land 33 Mar., For Worcester, there 
is no proof but the Dodcet-book. 1659 Rushw. Hist. Coll. 
I. 637 There were then entred in the Docket Book, several 
Conge D’esliers and Royal assents for Dr. May to be Bishop 
of Bath and Wells [etc.]. *690 J. Palmer in Andros Tracts 
1-34 As appears by the Dogget-Book of the Council, 1762- 
73 H. Walpole Virtue's Anecd. Paint. (3786) II.32, I 
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found the minute of the docquet warrant for this among the 
Conway papers. s888 W. Rye Records <$• Rec. Search. 48 
note, Calendars and indexes of the Docket Rolls of the 
Common Pleas. Ibid. Index, Doggett or Docket Books 
(indexes to Common Law judgment Rolls). 

+ Boxket, sbJ 06 s. ? = Dock sbT 1. 

£-3590 Greene Jas. IF, Wks. (Rildg.) 193 Properties of 
a lion, a broad breast, a stiff docket. 

Do'cket, v. [f. Docket 

f 1, trans. To furnish or inscribe with a docket. 

1615 Bacon Let. to King 12 Aug. in Rawley Resusciiaiio 
(1657) Your Majesty shall shortly receive the Bill, for the 
Incorporation of the New Company : together with a Bill, 
for the Privy Seal, being a Dependancy thereof. For this 
Morning I subscribed, and docketted them both. 3623 Ld.- 
Keeper Williams in Fort esc. Papers (Camden) 169, 1 could 
not all yesterday get the Clarke of the Signet to docquet the 
same. 1833 Act 3 #4 Will, IV, c. 46 § 69 The Lists of 
Occupiers, .or a Copy thereof doequeted and signed by the 
Preses of any Meeting of the said Commissioners. 

2 . Law. To make an abstract of (judgements, 
etc.) and enter them in a list or index. 

3692 Act 4 Will. Mary c. 20 §2 No Judgment not 
doggetted and entred in the Bookes.. shall affect any 
Landes or Tenementes as to Purchasers or Mortgagees. 
3809 Tomlins Law Diet. s. v. Judgment, Which Judgment 
. .is. . binding ; provided the same . . be regularly docketed ; 
that is, abstracted and entered in a book 3818 Cruise 
Digest II. 58 It is said by Sir J. Jekyll, that judgements 
cannot be docketed after the time mentioned in the act. 
3868 Act 31 4* 32 Viet. c. lot § 22 Such assignation.. may 
not have been doequeted with reference to such warrant. 

3 . To endorse (a letter or document) with a short 
note of its contents, writer, date, or the like. 

1750 Chesterf. Let. 5 Feb. (1870) 175 Whatever letters 
and papers you keep, docket and tie them up in their 
respective classes so that you may instantly have recourse 
to anyone. 1779 Franklin Lett. Wks. 1889 YI. 328 Re- 
turning immediately all the others, docketed and catalogued, 
as you please. 1831 Ord. # Regal. R. Engineers ii. 4 These 
. .official Returns, are to be properly docketed and addressed 
on the back. 1887 T. A. Trollope What I remember I. xl 
229 Letters .. carefully docketed with the date by my father, 
b. transf. and Jig. 

1856 R. A. Vaughan Mystics ix. i. (i860) II. 337 Every 
emotion was methodically docketed ; every yearning of the 
heart minutely catalogued. 1883 E. Pennell-Elmhirst 
Cream Leicestersh. 244 The Season that is now filed and 
docketed with the past. 3894 Sala Land, up to Date xx. 
300 Plans, .docketed, and consigned to their proper imagin- 
ary pigeon-holes. 

Hence Do'cketed ppl. a ., Docketing vbl. sIk 

1810 Lady Granville Lett. 29 Aug. (1894) I. 13 Having 
embarked me at last in a regular docketted correspondence. 
3865 Carlyle F'redk. Gt. VII. xvn, viih 86 In this docketing 
it lay, sealed for many years. 3866 R. Chambers Ess. Ser. 
1, 152 A set of docketed papers, tied up with red tape. 

Docking-iron =» dock-iron ; see Dock sb.i 4. 

3780 W. Curtis Flora Load. in. 22 For its [dock’s] 
destruction an instrument called a Docking Iron has been 
invented. 

Bockiz® (dfkaiz), v. [f. Dock sb.$ + -izjb.J 
trans. To transform (a river) into a range of docks. 
Hence Dockized ppl. a., Do*ckizing vbl. sb. 

1877 A. Forrow Thames its Docks 61 Could the good 
people of Bristol be induced to dockise that very erratic 
stream. 1881 Nature XXIV. 17 The process called ‘ dock- 
ising Yor damming a river at its mouth. 3893 Pall Mall G. 
2 Dec. 5/9 The proposed * dockized’ portion. 

So Dockiza'tion, conversion into docks. 

3893 De Ridder (title) Dockization v. docks. Letter . . to 
the Mayor . . of Bristol. 3893 Chamb. Jrnl. 340 The dock- 
isation scheme, .a proposal to construct a dam across the 
mouth of the A. von. 

Dock-tail, a. =next. 

1785 Criticisms on Rottiad xvil, May thy dock-tail pair 
Unharm’d convey thee with sure-footed care. 

Bo 'ck-t ailed, ppl. a. [f. stem of Dock v . 1 + 
Tailed.] Having its tail docked or cut short. 

1824 Miss Miteord Village Ser. 1. 200 That still wretcheder 
apology for a coat, a dock-tailed jacket. 1852 R. S. Surtees 
Sponges Sp. Tour (1893) 189 A dock-tailed waggon horse. 

Dockyard (df?*kiyaid). [f. Dock sbl* + Yard.] 
A more or less spacious enclosure, adjoining the 
sea or a river, in which ships are built and repaired, 
and all kinds of ships’ stores are prepared or 
brought together ; esp. in English use, applied to 
the Government establishments of this character 
for the use of the navy, in U.$. called navy-yards . 

1704 Land. Gas. 4080/3 [He] landed at the Dock-Yard at 
BlackwalL 3768-74 Tucker Li Nat. (1852) II. 32 Peter 
the Great, .worked with a hatchet among the carpenters in 
our dock-yards. 3840 Thirlwall Greece VII. 297 Three 
dockyards were speedily established in Phoenicia. 

attrib. a 3821 Keats Robin Hood 44 All his oaks, Fall’rt 
beneath the dock- yard strokes, Have rotted on the briny 
seas. 1833 Marryat P. Simple xi, The dock-yard boat 
with all the pay clerks and the cashier . . came. 

Bocoglossate (dfk<?gV*s<?t) , a. Zool. ^ [f. 
mod.L. Docoglossa (f. Gr. Bonos balk, bar +• yXcuvaa 
tongue) 4- -ate Of or pertaining to the Doco- 
glossa, a group of gastropod molluscs having 
transverse rows of beam-like teeth on the lingual 
ribbon. 

1884 T» Gill In Science IV. 333 The docoglossate Gastro- 
poda. . ... . ..... . 

Docquet(t, obs. form of Docket. 

f Doct, a. Obs. rare— 1 , [ad. L. doct-us , pa. pple. 
of docereM teach.] Learned. 

_ 3708 Motteux Rabelais (3737) V. 233 Doct Verbocination 
is imbib’d^ - > 


t DoetiToqttent, a. Obs. rare-*, [f. L. doct- ns 
learned + laquent-em, pr. pple. of loqm to speak ; 
cf. L. doctiloquus .] ‘ That speaks learnedly y 
(Blount Glossogr. 1656). So DoctiToqiions a., 

‘ speaking learnedly ' (Bailey vol. II. 1727). 
Doctor (diktat), sb. Forms: 4-7 doctour, 
(4-5 -ur, -oure, 5 doktor), fi- doctor, [a. OF. 
doctor {-ur, -our, -cur), ad. L. doctor, -orem teacher, 
agent-n. from docere to teach.] 

1 . A teacher, instructor ; one who gives instruc- 
tion in some branch of knowledge, or inculcates 
opinions or principles. (Const, of.) Now rare. 

1387 Trevisa Higdon (Rolls) II. 43 Seynt Austyn he firsts 
doctour [=zprotkcnioctor] of Englischemen. 1483 Caxton 
Chas. Gt. i Saynt Paul, doctour of verite. 3548 Udall, etc. 
Erasm. Par. Matt. i. 20 The heauenly doctour Christe 
Jesus. 1557 N. T. (Genev.) Matt, xxiii. 10 Be not called 
Doctors, for ther is but one your Doctor, and he is Christe. 
1665 Phil. Trans. I. 73 One of the most zealous Doctors 
of the contrary Opinion. 1790 Burke Ft. Rev . 32 These 
new Doctors of the rights of men, 3864 J, H. Newman ApoL 
App. 77 St. Augustine, .is the doctor of the great and com- 
mon view that all untruths are lies. 

fto. spec. {Sc.) An assistant-master in a school. 
1630 Burgh Reeds. Perth in Grant Burgh Sck. Scot. 347. 
1640 Burgh Reeds. Edin. Ibid. 147 For the tryell of the 
maister and doctors in teatching. 1695 Sibbald Autobiog. 
(3834) 329 Mr. Heugh Wallace was master. Mr. Francis 
Cockburn, Mr. Samuel Macoin and Mr. John Wardlaw 
were doctors of the [Edinburgh High] school. 

2 . One who, by reason of his skill in any branch 
of knowledge, is competent to teach it, or whose 
attainments entitle him to express an authori- 
tative opinion ; an eminently learned man. arch. 

c 1340 Cursor M. 12577 heading (Fairf.), Ihesus disputed 
wi]> pe doctour*. CX391 Chaucer Astro/. Prol., An intro- 
ductory aftur the statutz of owre doctours. ? a 3400 Morte 
Arth. 145 Dukes and duspers and doctours noble, c 3510 
More Picas Wks. 3/1 He scrupulously sought out all the 
famous doctours of his time. 373a Pope Ep. Bathurst t 
Who shall decide, when Doctors disagree? 1841-4 Emerson 
Ess., Intellect Wks. (Bohn) I. 133 The wisest doctor is 
gravelled by the inquisitiveness of a child. 

*f*b. transf. One who is eminently skilled in a 
particular art or craft. Obs. 

3548 Hall Citron., Hen. V (an. 10) 82 This kyng. .in mar- 
cial affaires a very doctor. 3602 Rowlands Greenes Ghost i8 
He indeed was a doctor in his arte [of Cutpurses]. 

3 . spec, applied to: a. The Doctors of the Church, 
certain early ‘fathers" distinguished by their emi- 
nent learning, so as to have been teachers not only 
in the Church, but of the Church, and by their 
heroic sanctity ; esp. in the Western Church, the 
four, Ambrose, Augustine, Jerome, Gregory (so 
named in the canon law), and, in the Eastern 
Church, the four, Athanasius, Basil, Gregory of 
Nazianzutn, and Chrysostom, to. The leading 
Schoolmen of mediaeval philosophy. 

1303 R. Brunne Handl. Synne 11007 Seynt Gregory . . 
telle)? mo hyrnself a lone pan alle j?e doctours do echone. 
1362 Langl. P, PL A. xi. 294 pe dottiest doctour.. austyn 
pe olde and hijeste of pe foure. a 3440 Sir Degrev. 1447 
Austyn and Gregoiy, Jerome and Ambrose.. the foure doc- 
torus. 1552 Abp. Hamilton CaiecJu (38841 46 Autentyk 
doctours apprevit be the auctorite of haly kirk, .as Hierome, 
Ambrose . . Chrisostome. 1788 Reid Aristotle’s Log. iv. § 6. 
97 The Scholastic Doctors, .tortured, .the modal syllogisms. 
3855 Milman Lat. Ckr, xiv. iii. (1867) IX. 319 Doctors, who 
assumed the splendid titles of the Angelical, the Seraphic, 
the Irrefragable [Aquinas, Bqnaventura, Alexander Hales], 

4 . One who, in any faculty or branch of learning, 
has attained to the highest degree conferred by a 
University ; a title originally implying competency 
to teach such subject or subjects, but now, merely 
regarded as a certificate of the highest proficiency 
therein. 

The degree is now often conferred by Universities as an 
honorary compliment upon distinguished statesmen, authors, 
divines, etc. : Doctor of Civil Law by Oxford and Durham, 
Doctor of Laws by Cambridge, Dublin, etc., Doctor oj 
Divinity, Doctor oj Philosophy , etc., by many Universities, 
Lambeth Doctor : one on whom the Archbishop of Canter- 
bury has conferred the degree. " . 

1377 Langl. P. PL B. xv. 373 Doctoures of decres and of 
diuinitie maistres. ^ a 3400-50 Alexander 234 A clerke.. 
di^t as a Doctour in drabland wedis. 1529 More Comf. 
agst. THb. it. Wks. 3370/3 You y l haue bene at leniing so 
long, and are doctor. i«i L Wilson Logike (1567) 33 a, 
I heard ones a doctour of Diuinitie, whiche was not so greate 
in knowlege as he was in title. 1654 W hitlock Zootomia 
107 Many Medicasters, pretenders to Physick, buy the 
degree^ of Doctor abroad. 1684 Land. Gaz. No, 1945/4 
Dr. Nic. Stagins..was. .admitted to the Degree of Doctor 
of Musick. 3710 Hearne Collect. 4 Feb., Dr. Wests 
(he is only a Lambeth Doctor) sermon. ^ 1791 Boswell 
Johnson an. 3765, Trinity College, Dublin, at this time 
surprised Johnson with a spontaneous compliment of the 
highest academical honours, by creating him Doctor of 
Laws. 3843 Mi all in None on/. III,. .737: To make Prince 
Albert a doctor of laws. 

to. Prefixed, as title, to the name (now usually 
abbreviated Dr.), and in addressing a person. 

0x450 St. Citihbert (Surtees) 7004 Jarow..Whare doctour 
bede leuyd and dyed 3455 Poston Lett. No 257 I. 350 
■ Oon Doktor Grene, a preest. 150* Bury Wills (Camden) 
9a Mast r Doctor Curteys, the prior of the Fryers Austyns 
m Norwysche. 1598 Shaks. Merry IV. 1. iv. 3 My master- 
master Docter Caius. a 3656 Bp. Hall Rem. Wks. (1660) 
10 The Master of the Colledge Mr. Dr. Chaderton. 1778 
in Boswell Johnson 17 April, Why, doctor, you look stout 
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and hearty. 1882 Edna Lyall Donovan in, Dr. Tremain 
was standing by the window. 1895 Ian Maclaren A uui 
Lan^Syne n. v. 113 Doctor Davidson motioned to the Free 
Church minister to take his place at the head. 

f C. Doctor of the Chair : a professor m a um- 
versity ; cf. Cj?aib sb,6. Ohs . . 

Randolph Muses' Looking-Glass il iv. Wks. ( 1875 ) 
3I , Thou shalt be doctor o’ th’ chair. 1659 Rushw. Hist . 
Coll I. 62 A Sermon preached by Robert Abbot, Doctor of 
the Chair in Oxford. . , c 

5. Hence used with express or implied specifica- 
tion of: a. One who is proficient in knowledge of 
theology ; a learned divine. 

. .. r n/T — „ Til* t 
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Bale Apol. 50 (R.) Y° best of your doctours m expownynge 
the Scriptures. 1680 Otway Orphan n. i, Thanking a surly 
Doctor for his Sermon. 1871 Morley Voltaire [ 1880)244 
He heard only the humming of the doctors as they served 
forth to congregations of poor men hungering for spiritual 
sustenance the draff of theological superstition. 

Tb. One who is proficient in knowledge of law. 

Till 1857 barristers practising in the Court of Arches were 
required to take the degree of doctor. For the honorary 
doctors of law, see 4. . 

1377 Langl. P. PL B. xv. 238 f>at conscience and cryst 
hath yknitte faste, j?ei vndon it vnworthily bo doctours of 
la we. C1460 J. Russell Bk. Nurture 1024 Doctur of bothe 
lawes, beyngein science digne. 1588 J.Udall Diot replies 
(Arb.) 12 Why did you not rather take some doctour of the 
Arches ? 1506 $haks. Merck. V. iv. i. 14+ This Letter from 
Bellario doth commend A yong and Learned Doctor m our 
Court. 1845 M. Pattison £ss. m (1889) 1. 23 With the gravity 
of a doctor expounding ecclesiastical law. ' 

0. spec, A doctor of medicine ; in popular cur- 
rent use, applied to any medical practitioner. 

[1377 Langl. P. PL B. xvin. 362 pe bitternesse pat pow 
hast browe brouke it pi-seluen, pat art doctour of deth, 
drynke pat pow madest ! c 1386 Chaucer Frol. 411 Wip vs 
pere was a Doctur of Phesike.] c 14.00 Lanf rands Cirurg '. 

3 Of rasis auicen & galion 8c of opere doctouris. *59 8 
ohaks. Merry W, in. i. 106 Shall I loose my Doctor? No : 
hee giues me the Potions and the Motions. 1699 Dryden 
£p. to J. Dr Men 71 §o liv’d our Sires, ere doctors learn d 
to kill. 1725 De Foe Voy. round World 11840) 182 Our 
doctors themselves (so we call the surgeons at sea). 1783 
Ainsworth Lat. Diet. ( Morel!) n, Veterinarius , a farrier, 
a horse doctor. 1872 Geo. Eliot Middlem , xv, A commo.n’ 
country doctor. 1884 Gilmour Mongols 180 They apply 
to the missionary in Ids capacity of doctor ..and.. want 
him only in so far as he is a doctor. 

b. fig. Applied humorously to any agent that 
gives or preserves health. 

1660 Howell Parly of Beasts 23 (D.) After those two. 
Doctor Diet and Doctor Quiet, Doctor hleiriman is requisit 
to preserve health. 1740 Hist . Jamaica il. 21 The People 
here give it [the sea-breeze] the name of Doctor, and truly 
it deserves the Title. 1823 Spirit Pub . Jmls. (1824) 53 
Each horseman gulped down a doctor, to counteract the 
effects of the raw morning air. 

7. traiisf A name given to various mechanical 
appliances, usually for curing or removing defects, 
regulating, adjusting, or feeding. 

a. Calico-printing and Paper-making. A thin blade of 
metal used to remove superfluous colour, loose threads, dust, 
etc. from the cylinder (a calico-printing machine has a colour- 
doctor, a lint-doctor , and a cleaning-doctor % see quots.). 
b. A tool used for soldering. C, An auxiliary steam-engine 
for feeding the boiler ; a donkey-engine. 

1796 Specif, Wild § Ridge's Patent Np. 2x34 (tzlle), 
M anufacturing . . steel doctors for printers. 1833 J . Holland 
Manuf. Metal II. 316 A heated doctor, or soldering bit. 
1837 Whittock. Bk. Trades (1842) 96 (Calico-printer) The 
polished surface is cleared by the scraper called the ‘ doctor . 
1874 Knight Diet. Mech., Doctor. . (Calico-printing) . . The 
cleaning-doctor, which wipes clean the surface of the roller. 
1873 lire's Diet. Arts I. 590 The lint-doctor, whose office it 
is to remove any fibres which may have come off the calico 
in the act of printing. Ibid. 603 The superfluous colour is. . 
wiped off by the colour doctors . , These doctors are thin 
blades of steel or brass, which are mounted in doctor-shears, 
or plates of 'metal screwed together with bolts. 

8 . A fish of the genus Acanthurus : also called 
doctor-fish and surgeon fish : see quot. 1850 . 

1833 Penny Cycl. I. 68 The name of * Doctors', by which 
they are well known to the English sailors and colonists. 
1834 M. G. Lewis Jml. W. Did. 50 Its name is the * Doctor 
Fish ’. c 1850 Nat. Encycl. I. 97 Termed Doctors.. because 
they are armed on each side of the tail with a sharp move-, 
able spine like a lancet, which they use with great effect. 

9. Angling. A kind of artificial fly. 

1867 F. Francis Angling x. (1880) 341 The Doctor .. is 
a very general and deserved favourite. 1895 Daily News 
22 Aug. 6/2 With fine tackle and a very small Blue Doctor. 

10. Something used to ‘ doctor ’ or adulterate 
food or, drink;, e.g. a liquor raided with inferior 
wine to make it more palatable, or with light- 
coloured wine (as . sherry) to darken it ; hence, a 
name for brown sherry, {slang or colloq,) 

1770 C. Jenner. Placid Man I. 84. The governor was as 
happy if he drank his Doctor next to aipi who. talked to 
him upon any thing, 1783 Grose Diet. Vulg. Tongue 
(Farmer), Doctor, a composition used by distillers to make 
spirits appear stronger than they really are. 1828 ^ G. 
Smeaton Doings in London (Farmer), Maton, in his ‘ Tricks 
of Bakers Unmasked says alum, which is called the 
Doctor, .is sold to the bakers at fourpence per pound. 

11. (Maul . ) . A ship’s, cook ; ( U-S. and A nstralian ) 
the men’s cook at a station or camp, (colloq.) 

i860 Bartlett Diet. Amer., Doctor, the cook on. board 
a ship. 1867 Smyth Sailor's Word-bk ., Doctor •. . a jocular 
name for the ship's cook. 1892 Lentzner Australian 
Word-bk. 20 Doctor , the (up-country), the men's cook on 
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a station. 1893 Funk Standard Did., Doctor . .6. (Local, 
U.S.) The cook in a logging-camp. 

12. Old slang. A false or loaded die. # 

« 1700 B. E. Did . Cant. Crew , Doctor , a false Die, that 
■will run but two or three Chances. They put the Doctor 
ufon him, they cheated him with false Dice. 1721 Cibber 
Woman’s Wit I, The old Rogue, .wou’d ha put the Doctor 
upon me. .(unknown to him) I flung away the Doctor, and 
clapt into the Box a Pair of true Mathematics. 2749 Field- 
ing Tom Jones vm. xii. 1774 Foote Cozeners 1. Wks. 1799 
II. 153. 1801 Sporting Mag. XVIII. 7 Loaded a coupleof 

the Doctors for throwing a seven and nine. 

13. Comb., as doctor-farrier, -like (adj. and adv.), 

- maker , - monger ; doctor-box, a form of colour- 
box in a calico-printing machine, of which the 

* doctor ’ (7 a) forms the bottom; doctor’s curse 
(see quot.) ; doctor-fish, = sense 8 ; doctor-gum, 

* a South- American gum, also called hog-gum, 
usually considered to be a product of Rhus Meto- 
fium' (Cent. Diet); doctor-shears (see 7 a); 
doctor’s stuff (colloq P, medicine, physic (also 
doctor-stuff ). See also Doctors’ Commons. 

1821 Col. Hawker Diary (1893) I. 226, I .. took the 
•^doctor’s curse, or, in other words, a dose ot calomel. 103s 
Ford Fancies v.ii, Some ^doctor-farriers are of opinion that 
the mare may cast a foal. 1549 Ciialoner hrasm. on Folly 
M i b. This Definicion..was not.,*doctourlike sette foorth 
by hvm. 1634 Gataker Disc. ApoL 41, I told them menlie. 
They must first make me a Doctor-like maintenance, ere I 
would take the degree of Doctor. 1884 Chr. World xo Jan. 
17/3 A * *doctor-maker* is the maker of a particular metal 
plate called a ‘doctor*. c*449 Pecock Repr. u< xvi. 87 
Summe of 3011 ben clepid ^Doctour mongers. 1772 Graves 
Spirit. Quix. x. xvii. (D„), The man said . . he could not 
take ^Doctor’s stuff, if he died for it. 2856 Kane Ard. 
Expl. I. xv. 17 1 Like doctor-stuff generally, it is not as 
appetizing as desirable. . , f 

Hence (nonce-wdsP) Bo'ctoraom, the world of 
doctors, doctors collectively. Bo'ctorbead, Bo*c- 
torhood, the position or rank of a doctor. Box- 
tor less a., without a doctor. 

1341 Barnes Wks. (1573) 542/2 Thinketh your doctourhed 
that the children of Israeli .. could not haue made . . excuse 7 
1849 Thackeray Pendennis vi, A match for all the Doctors 
in Doctordom. 1870 Daily News 5 Dec., The shibboleth of 
doctorhood. 1883 Athenmmi 12 Dec. 764 Our butcherless, 
bakerless, .doctorless, .and altogether comfortless jungle. 

Doctor (dp-ktoi), v. colloq. [f. prec. sb.] 

1. trans. To confer the degree or title of Doctor 
upon ; to make a Doctor. 

1599 Sandys Enropse Spec. (1632) ri 7 Which Church hath 
now fully . . delivered her mind in the late .Councell of 
Trent ; whereto all that are solemnly doctored in Italy must 
subscribe, a 1744 Pope Let. to Swift Wks. .1751 IX. 341 
(Tod.), I will be doctored with you, or not at all. 1873 
Lowell Lett. (1894) II. 108, I have been over to Oxford to 
be doctored, and bad a very pleasant time of it, 1891 Sat. 
Rev. 20 June 730/1 Cambridge on Tuesday ‘doctored 
among others her new High Steward. . 

2. To treat, as a doctor, or physician; to admin- 
ister medicine or medical treatment to. 

1737 Bracken Farriery Impr. (1757) 1 1* 47 Rather than 
suffer a good serviceable Creature to be doctor’d out of his 
Life by the common Farrier. 1832 Col. Hawker Diary 
(1893) II. 38 Rrodie. .prescribed for me and sent me off to 
doctor myself. 1842 C. Whitehead R. Savage (1845) I. xi. 
156 We’ll doctor him up while you’re gone. 

b. transf To repair, patch up, set to rights. . 

1829 Alford in Z 7/^(1873) 50 Wasted most of the morning 
in doctoring a clock. 1833 R. H. Froude Rem. (1838) I. 
317 Can these [verses] be doctored into any thing available t 

3. fig. To treat so as to alter the appearance, 
flavour, or character of; to disguise, falsify, tamper 
with, adulterate, sophisticate, ‘ cook \ 

1774 Foote Cozeners in. Wks. 1799 II, 188, I wish we had 
time though to doctor his face. 1820 Edvn. Rev. XXXU1. 
138 Directions for .. doctoring all sorts of wines. 1847 De 
Quincey Sp. Mil. Nun xxi. (1853)66 Modes of doctonng 
dice. 1866 Pall Mall G. 3 Jan., A serious doubt arises, .as 
to the trustworthiness of., the narratives thus doctored. 
1884 St. James's Gas. 5 Dec. 6/1 By a few touches of 
a file on the milled edge, a coin can be so doctored as to 
fall almost invariably heads or tails at will. ^ . 

4. intr. a. To practise as a physician. 

(Usually in vbl. sb. or pr. ppte.) . 

1865 Mrs. Whitney Gayworthys 11, Preaching ran m the 
King family ; as politics or doctoring, sailoring or soldiering 
run in some others. 1883 Harper's Mag. Jan. 203/1 , 1 know 
more about doctoring. 

b. To take medicine, undergo medical, treat- 
ment. In recent Diets. ! 

Hence Bo-ctored ppl. a., Bo-ctoring vbl. sb . ; 
also Bo*ctorex, one who doctors. 

1533 Sir T.M ore Apol. xlv. Wks. 915/2 1 f this pacifyer's doc- 
toring [L e. citing of doctors] wer a good profe. 1832 Bab- 
bage Econ. Manuf xv. (ed. 3) 135 A mode of preparing old 
clover and trefoil seeds by a process called doctoring . 
1831 Thackeray Eng. Hum. m. (1838' 143 Most men s 
letters . . are doctored compositions. 1882 T. W . Knox in 
HarpeVs Mag. Dec. 38/1 The high-priced wines.. need no 
doctoring. 1885 Mrs. C. Praed HeadSiation 15 Serving out 
doctored grog. 1887 Thring in Jml. Educ. June 297 'Any 
master of language, as distinct from a doctorer of words. 

Doctoral (dp*ktoral), a. [f. as prec. 4* -al : cf. 
F . doctoral, It. dotforalel] 

1 . Of or belonging to a doctor (i.e. a man of emi- 
nent learning, a professional teacher, or one who 
has received the degree of Doctor). 

1363-87 Foxe A. M. Let. Bp. Hereford ah. 1391 (R.), 
The golden laurell of teaching doctorall, is not from aboue 
indifferently euery mans. gift. 1644, Milton Jdgm. Bucer 
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Wks. 1738 I. 278 O that I. could set him living before ve in 
that Doctoral Chair, where once the learnedest of England, 
thought it no disparagement to sit at his feet ! 1631 Baxter 
Inf Bapt. tax The Authority of Synods in matters of Faith 
is Doctorall and declarative, and not decisively Judicial!. 
1849 Macaulay Hist. Eng.' II. 277 To receive from an 
university the privilege of wearing the doctoral scarlet. 

b. Holding the position of a doctor or teacher. 
<2*603 T. Cartwright Confut. Rhem. N. T. (1618) 575 
When the elder Doctors.. faile them, they might goe to Sor- 
bona. .to furnish them of Doctorall witnesses. *604 Tooker 
Fabriqne ofCh. 35 The Elders Doctorall or Pastorall are 
woorthy of double honour. , _ . . , 

2. Belonging to or characteristic of a physician 
or medical man. (nonce-use.) 

1892 Stevenson Across the Plains 17 A native . ..pro- 
nounced it, with a doctoral air,, ‘a fever and ague morning . 
Hence Bo’ctoraUy in themannerofa doctor'; 

as a‘ doctor. , t 

1380 G. Harvey Three Witie Lett , 12 Very solemnly 
pawsihg awhyle, most gravely, and doctorally [I j proceeded 
as followeth. 1627 Hakewill Apol. iv. x. § 2 (1630) 428 
The Physitionsdaylyresortedtohim to touch his pulse, and 
consider in Colledge of his desease, doctorally at their depar- 
ture. a 166 o Hammond Wks. IV. 671 (R.) Sinning doctorally, 
and magisterially, .even setting up a school of Atheism. 

Doctorate (d^‘ktor<?t), sb . 1 [ad. med.L doc- 
tor at-us, f. doctor Doctor : see -ate 1. Cf. F. doc- 
toral ( 16 th c.).] The degree of Doctor. 

*676 W. Row Contn. BlaiPs Autobiog . xii. (3848) 373 
Make the doctorate a stirrup to mount him to Prelacy. 1773 
Johnson Let . to Boswell 7 Feb., No man not a Doctor Can 
. . practice Physick but by Licence particularly granted. 
The Doctorate is a licence of itself. 1838 Masson Milton, 
1. 119 The Doctorates of Law and Medicine. *882-3 Schaff 
Encycl. Rclig. Knoivl. I. 651 The evolution of the doctorate 
as a third university degree above that of master cannot be 
distinctly traced. „ . , . ' r , , , 

t Do*ctorate, ppl- and sb.z Obs. [ad. med, 
or mod.L. doclordt-us made a doctor: cf. doctor- 
andus in Du Cange.] a. ppl. a. Made a doctor, 
b. sb. One who has received the degree of Doctor. 

X591 Greene Disc. Coosnage 11. (1392) 20 One.. that for 
his skill might haue been Doctoral m his misterie. 163* 
Life Father Sarpi (1676) 15 Master, (which is the Title of 
the Doctorates in Theology). , 

Doctorate (d^rktor^t), v. Now rare. [f. med. 
or mod.L. doctorare to make doctor: see -ate 8 .] 
trans. To confer the degree of Doctor upon ; also 
absol. to confer the degree of Doctor. 

i6ix Florio, Addottordre , to take or giue the degree of a 
doctor, to doctorate. *637-30 Row Hist. Kirk (1S42) 20 r 
They behoued to be doctorated. a *66* Fuller Worthies 
1. (1662) 237 Going afterwards to Oxford he was doctorated 
in Divinity. 1774 Warton Hist. Eng. Poetry III. xl. 395 
After-wards doctorated in medicine at Oxford. 1886 Laurie 
Universities vii. 123 Even after Salernum had a teacher of 
law. .it could not doctorate in law. 

Doctoress : see Doctress. 

Boctorial (d^kto®*rial), a. [f. L. type *doc- 
iori-us (cf. senator ius, tutorius , etc.) + -AL.] Of 
or belonging to a doctor : ** Doctoral. 

1729 Wodrozv Corr. (1843) III. 453. 1 cannot account for 
the doctorial degrees given all to Non-subscribers by the 
T TT. art tp in CaloMiv s 
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College of Edinburgh, c 1730 J. Earle m Calamy s Life 
II. 513 So, when our Universities Doctorial honours give, 
’Tis not our merit they declare, But their prerogative*; 
s 8 43 Lefevre Life Trav. Physic. I. 1. vi. 105 Had not 
my doctorial title been specified in my passport. 

Hence Bocto-rially adv., as a doctor. 

1858 Trollope Dr. Thome iii, That a doctor should not 
laugh at all when called in to act doctorially. 

Doctorism (d^'ktoriz’m). [f. Doctor sb. + 
-ism.] The principles or practice of doctors ; a 
saying characteristic of a doctor. 

1661 K. W. Conf Charac., Detracting Entpirick (i860) 66 
Hocus pocusses of doctorisme. *823 Lockhart Let. 19 Nov. 
in Smiles Life J. Murray ( 1891)) I. xxvii. 224 The Doctors 
uttering doctorisms on the occasion. n 

Doxtorize, rare. [f. as prec. + -IZE.] trans. 
To confer the degree of Doctor upon ; to doctor., 
1600 E. Blount Hasp. Incur. Fooles 13 , 1 meane to retume 
to my tovvne of Tripalda, doctorized thus by your grace and 
favour. *850 Prescott Let. to G. Tickhor 26 J une in Life, 
Lord Northampton and I were Doctorized in due form, -p 
Hence Boctoriza'tion , t h e conferring of a doctor s 
degree. , In recent Diets. 

Doctorly (cl^ ktaili), a. [f. as prec. + -lt L] 
Like, characteristic of, or befitting a doctor ; having 
the position or character of a doctor. 

*363-87 Foxe A. $ M. Life Tindale (R.), The doctourly 
prelates. Ibid. (1596), 1526 (RJ This doctourlie disputa- 
tion. 1657 Tomlinson Renon s Disp. Pref., With a Doctorly 
arrogance. *888 Freeman in W. R. W. Stephens Life 
Lett. (1895) II. 386, I am still writing upstairs, in a gown 
scarlet but not doctorly. _ , _ 

Doctors’ Commons. [See Commons 3 b.J 
The common table arid dining-hall of the Associa-! 
tion or College of Doctors of Civil Law in London ; 
hence, the buildings occupied and used by these as 
an incorporated Society and now the name of the 
site of these, to the south of St. Paul’s Cathedral.' 

The Society was formed in * 5 o<K ^ by civilians entitled to 
plead in the Court of Arches. In 1768 they were incor- 
porated under thename'of ‘ the College of Doctors, of. Laws 
[of Oxford and Cambridge] exercent in the Ecclesiastical 
and Admiralty Courts'. , In, the . buildings of Doctors 
Commons were, held five, courts, viz. .the, Court of Arches,, 
Prerogative , Court of Canterbury, Court of Faculties or 
Dispensations, Consistory’ Court, and High Court pi 
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Admiralty ; the business included all matters of ecclesias- 
tical law, prosecutions for heresy, divorce suits, licences 
for marriage, testamentary affairs, Admiralty and Prize 
cases, etc. The Society -was dissolved in 1858 and the 
buildings were taken down in 1867. Literary references 
to Doctors’ Commons in later times usually refer to the 
registration or probate of wills, to marriage licences, or 
to proceedings for divorce. 

1680 J. Godolphin Repertor. Canon, (ed. 2) App. xo 
Doctors of the Civil Laws to the Number of Thirteen in 
all, assembled together in the common Dining-Hall of 
Doctors Commons in London. #1690. Bp. T. BARLOwiSm. 
365 (T.) A dignitary of our church, .had been at Doctors- 
Commons ; and there fee’d one of the doctors, who is a 
judge of one of those courts where matrimonial causes are 
conusable. 1705 Hickeringill Priest-cr . iv. (1721) sro 
Another calls to the Bumbailiffs, the Jaylors, Doctor’s- 
Commons,andthe Hangman. 1708 Mrs. Centuvre Busie 
Body iv. iv. With this Proviso that he To-morrow Morning 
weds me. He is now gone to Doctors-Commons for a 
Licence. 1813 Byron Waltz xiii, Search Doctors’ Com- 
mons. 1819 — yuan 1. xxxv i, No choice was left his feel- 
ings or his pride. Save death or Doctors’ Commons. 1854 
Phillimore Intemat. Law Pref. (1873) 37. 

Doctorship (d^ktarjip). [f. Doctor sb. + 

-SHIP.] 

1 . The degree of Doctor ; = Doctorate sb? 

1586 Ferne Blaz. Gentrie 33 Invested with the degree of 

Doctorship. 1647 Clarendon Hist. Reb. 1. § 189 After he 
had received all the graces and degrees, the proctorship and 
the doctorship. 1807 W. Taylor in Ann. Rev. V. 178 They 
coveted doctorship. 1891 Ration^ (N. Y.) 17 Dec, 464/3 
A thesis written for the doctorship in letters. 

2 . The position, character, or function of a doctor, 
teacher, or learned man ; teaching, instruction ; 
eminent learning or scholarship. 

1598 Florio, Dottoraggine , doctorship. a 1603 T. Cart- 
wright Confut. Rhein. N. T. (1618) 299 They were taught 
of the Holy Ghost, through , the immediate Mastership or 
Doctorship of Christ. 1739 *R. Bull' tr. Dedekindus ’ 
Grobiauus 252 Your Worship and your Doctorship display. 
1838 Prase? s Mag. XVII. 703, I must here break off, 
fascinating as is German doctorship, soothing as is German 
dullness. 

8. The function or practice of a physician; 
medical skill or attendance. 

1640 Brome Antipodes Epil., Whether my cure be perfect 
yet or no, It lies not in my doctor-ship to know. 1856 T ait's 
Mag. XXIII. 51 s Would the sick be less likely to recover. . 
under gratuitous doctorship ? 

4 . The personality or dignity of a doctor; used 
humorously or ironically as a title. 

x6io Bp. Hall Apol. Brcnvnists 25 Why then doth his 
Doctor-shippe parallell these two? 1700 Brit. Apollo II. 
No. 19. 3/2 A poor Fidler. .Your Doctorship here does Peti- 
tion. 1823 Examiner 787/2 His Reverend Doctorship. 

Doctress (dpktres), doctor ess (d^ktores). 
Also 7 doctrisse. [f. Doctor : prob. in part a. 
F. doctor esse (35 th c. ), or repr. a mod.L. *doctrissa\ 
see -ess.] A female doctor. (Now only used 
when sex is emphasized; in which case also 
woman-doctor , lady -doctor, are more common.) 

X. A female teacher ; a woman of eminent learn- 
ing; a woman who has a doctoral degree. ? Obs. 
(In the last sense, doctor is now applied to both sexes.) 
a. 1549 Chaloner Erasm. on Folly R iv a, I must be borne 
with, beyng but a younge doctresse. x6xa Chapman 
Widdowes T. Plays 1873 III. 29 Thou speak’st like a 
Doctrisse in thy facultie. 163s A. Stafford Fem. Glory 
(1869) 124 Who being a Doctresse, scorn’d not to be a Dis- 
ciple. 1741 Lady Pomfret Lett. (1805) III. 179 The famous 
doctress signora Laura Bassi. 2882 Knowledge^o. 17. 362 
Doctress Kingsford.,.and some of her confreres appear to 
misinterpret the position which I have assumed. 

0 . 1626 tr. Boccalini 71 (T.) Glorying.. to be called the 
doctoress of all nations. 1689 Evelyn Let. to Pepys 
12 Aug., Hellen Cornaro. .received the degree of Doctoresse 
at Padua. 

b. Applied to things personified as feminine. 

*577 Stanyhurst Descr. Irel. in Holinshedyi. Ep. Ded., 
The learned . .adiudged an historie to be the life of memorie, 
the doctresse of behaviour. 1589 Almond for Farrat 7 
That long tongd doctresse Dame Law. 

2 . A female physician or medical practitioner. 

a. *577 B. Googe Here shack ’ s Hush. (1586) 191 b, The 
women . .take upon them to bee great doctresses in physicke. 
17*8 Quincy Compl. Disp. 104 Shavings of Hartshorn is 
much more in Esteem amongst Family Doctresses. 1801 
Bloomfield Rural T. (1802) 35 His Wife, the Doctress of 
the neighb’ring Poor. 1879, Miss Drury Called Resc. I. vi. 
148 Her young friend's skill as a bird and dog doctress. 

0. *683 Tryon Way to Health 66 Unless the excellent 
Lady Sobriety be their Doctoress. 1830 Frasers Mag . I. 
34 Let the healing doctoress come. 

3 . humorottsly. A doctor's wife or daughter. (Cf. 
Ger. Frau Doktorin.) 

1748 Gray Let. to Dr, T. Wharton Wks. 1884 II. 185 
After having made my compliments to the god-mothers of 
the little Doctress. 18x0 Sporting Mag. XXXV. 8 The 
doctor., came accompanied by his lady Mrs. Doctoress 
Savage. 1870 Miss Broughton Red as Rose I. 253 The 
Doctorand the Doctress are issuing from the brass-knockered 
hall door. 

t Boctri'ce. Obs. [ad. L. doctrix , -iric-em 
female teacher, fem. of doctor ; peril, through an 
obs. F. * doc trice.] A female teacher : in quots. 
used of things personified ; ** prec. 1 b. 

c *450 tr. De Imiiatione in. lx, pi grace, .is maistresse of 
troupe, doctrice of discipline, -ligt of )?e herte. 1548 Udall 
Erasm. Par. Luke i. 27 The Jewish tongue.. being. .the 
doctrice and auauncer of carnall obseruaunces, 1577 J. 
Knewstub Confut. Heresies (1579) 18 a, Marie, .sigmneth 
with him a doctrice. 


+ Do*ctrinable, Obs. rare. [f. Doctrine 
sb. or v. + -able.] bit for instruction; instruc- 
tive. 

1581 Sidney Apol. Poetrie (Arb.) 36 Then certaxnely is 
more doctrinable the fained Cirus of Xenophon then the 
true Cyrus in Iustine. 

Doctrinaire (dpktrineaM), sb. (a.) [a. F. doc- 
trinaire (14th c.), ad. L. type *doctrInarius, f. doc- 
ifina Doctrine : see -ary.] A. sb. 

1 . Fr. Hist. One of a political party whiph arose 
in France soon after 1815, ‘having for their object 
and doctrine the establishment and preservation of 
constitutional government, and the reconciliation 
of authority and liberty, royalty and national 
representation/ (Townsend Manual of Dates.) 

They were looked upon by members of the two extreme 
parties as speculative politicians holding a ‘ doctrine * not 
within the range of practical politics. 

1820 Edin. Rev. XXXIV. 38 (Stanf.) There is at Paris 
a small set of speculative politicians called doctrinaires. 
*834 Spectator 15 Nov. 1086/2 Do not be^ cajoled by any 
stupid stories . . about the Doctrinaires going out of office 
on any question of principle. 1848 W. H. Kelly tr. 
L. Blands Hist . Ten. Y. II. 296 M. Guizot . . was a doc- 
trinaire, But though that designation had no political 
meaning; though it expressed a manner of being, rather 
than a manner of thinking, still there adhered to it some 
indescribable tincture of unpopularity which was totally 
indelible. 

2 . Hence, One who holds some doctrine or theory 
which he tries to apply without sufficient regard 
to practical considerations; a pedantic theorist. 
(Often applied as a term of reproach by ‘ practical * 
men, to those whom they consider talking or writ- 
ing theorists.) 

*83* Edin. Rev.^ LIT. 454 (Stanf.) A system may be the 
truest possible whilst argued on in vacuo , in the cabinet of 
a Doctrinaire. 1859 Helps Friends in C. Ser. 11. II. x. 
265 The way to answer these doctrinaires is to turn to facts. 
1871 Gr. Duff Teachings Cobden , Those are only justly 
called doctrinaires who insist on acting in season and out 
of season upon the doctrines which they profess. 1887 
Jessopp Arcady vii. 197 They got astride of this favourite 
hobby-horse of the doctrinaires. 2888 Lowell Pr. Wks. 
(1890) II. 193^ Practical politicians, as they call themselves, 
..have substituted doctrinaire for pedant as the term of 
reproach. 

B. adj. Pertaining to, or of the character of, a 
doctrinaire; wedded to a particular doctrine or 
theory and seeking to apply it in all circumstances ; 
merely theoretical or speculative. 

1834 Spectator 22 Nov. hi 2/2 A Cabinet . . with an old . . 
employ^ of the Empire at the head, and a Doctrinaire 
Minister of Justice at the tail. 2873 H. Spencer Stud. 
Sociol. xv. 362 The re-iterations of doctrinaire politicians. 
1879 M. Pattison Milton 120 Would Milton take his stand 
upon doctrinaire republicanism? 1880 Disraeli Endym. i, 
Don’t you be too doctrinaire, .you and I are practical men. 

Doctrinairism (dp.-ktrine®*riz’m). [f. prec. + 
-ISM.] The principles or practice of a doctrinaire ; 
pedantic adhesion to a doctrine or theory without re- 
gard to practical considerations ; doctrinarianism. 

1836 R. H. Froude in J. H. Newman’s Lett. (1891) 
II. 251 The imputation of a little doctrinaireism. 1837 Tail’s 
Mag. IV. 454 Eclecticism, or Doctrinairism, is a philosophy 
marvellously suited to profit from such circumstances. 1852 
Fraser's Mag. XLVI. 353 The largeness of his views saved 
him from mere doctrinairism. 2878 Seeley in Macm. Mag. 
Jan. 179/1 The same public which despises doctrinairism in 
politics, is just as decided and united in despising every- 
thing but doctrinairism in religion. 

Doctrinal (d^ktrinal, ctyktrsrnal), a. and sb. 
[The sb. was a. F. doctrinal ' (i 3th c. in Littre) ; the 
adj. was perh. more directly ad. late L. doctrindl-is 
(Isidore), i. doctrma learning, doctrine : see -al. 

The historical pronunciation, from L. doctrinaiis, Fr. and 
ME. doctrina'l, is do'drinal (so Bailey, Todd) ; doctri nal 

.) passes over the actual L., Er. and ME. words, to reach 

e ulterior doctrinal] 

A. adj. 

1 . Of or pertaining to doctrine; containing or 
inculcating a doctrine or doctrines. Doctrinal 
Puritans, those whose puritanism had reference to 
doctrines rather than discipline or ceremonial. 

1570 Levins Manip. 14/15 Doctrinall, doctrinaiis. 1621 
Bible Transl. Pref. 11 Not in doctrinall points that con- 
cerne saluation. 2647 Clarendon Hist. Reb. 1. § 191 He 
had some doctrinal Opinions which they liked not. 1732 
Neal Hist. Pur it. I. 579 The Calvinists were, .branded 
with the character of Doctrinal Puritans. 1751 Jennings & 
Doddridge Pref. to Watts’ Improv. Mina 11, A doctrinal 
controversy. 1856 Froude Hist. Eng. I. 115 If he believed 
that in their doctrinal conservatism they knew and meant 
what they were saying. 

+ b. Derived from instruction. Obs. rare. 

1628 Hobbes TJyucyd. ii. xxxix, When., upon natural 
rather than doctrinal valour [fr) fie ra vofiov to irKelop y 
Tpoirwv avSptas] we come to undertake any danger. 

f 2 . Serving to teach or instruct; instructive, 
didactic. Obs. 

2597 Hooker Eccl. Pol. v. xxi. § 3 The word of God., 
serueth then only in the nature of, a doctrinall instrument. 
a 263a G. Herbert Country Parson Xxviii, In a doctrinal 
way, saying to the contemner, Alas, why do you thus ? 2642 
Milton Ch. Govt. 11. (1851) 146 Whether those Dramatick 
constitutions, wherein Sophocles and Euripides raigne shall 
be found more doctrinal and exemplary. 

B. sb. . 

f X. The title of a text-book on grammar by Alex. 


de Villedieti ; by extension, a book of instruction 
in any subject ; a text-book. Obs. 

r*45o Ci?z/. Myst. i&g In alle this scyens is non us lyke, 

In Caton, Gtyscysme, nor Doctrynal [rime over alle]! 
1481-3 [see Caton], 1509 Barclay Shyp of Polys (1874) I. 
144 If he have onys red the olde doctrinall [rime all]. 1531 
Elyot Gov. 1. xiii, Comedies, .they suppose to be a doctrinall 
of rybaudrie. 2534 — (title) Doctrinal of Princes. 2653 
Urquhart Rabelais 1. xiv, An old coughing fellow . , who 
read unto him Hugotio, Hebard, Grecisme, the doctrinal, 
fb. transf. An instructor. Obs. rare. 

2503 Hawes Examp . Virt. xiii. (Arb.) 55 Also saynt 
lerome the noble cardynall. . Whiche euermore was a good 
doctrynall. 

2 . //. Matters or points of doctrine or instruction. 
2629 S. Ward in Ussheds Lett. (1686) 68 Our consent was 
onlyasked for Doctrinals, not for matters touching Discipline. 
2682 Baxter Apol. Nonconf Min. 48 We differ in Doctrinals 
as well as in Ceremony. vjxZjVodrow Corr. (1843) II. 398 
The . . controversy about doctrinals is again revived. 2876 
J, G. Wilkinson Hum, Sc. $ Div. Revel, lxv. 212 Doc- 
trinals are the indispensable readers of all reality. 

Hence Doctrinalism, the laying of stress on 
doctrinal matters ; Doctrinalist, a strict adherent 
to doctrine; DoctrinaTity, doctrinal character. 

2846 De Quincey Christianity Wks. XII. 278 The doc- 
trinality of our religion. 2860 Froude Hist. Eng. V. 356 
The Papists were put out of the way. The doctrinalists 
were promoted to honour. 2869 Ibid. (1870) XII. 550 Theo- 
logical doctrinalism passed out of fashion. 2894 Thinker 
V. 447 Driven . .into the other extreme of rigid doctrinalism. 
Boctrinally (see prec. ), adv. [f. prec. + -ly * .] 
In a doctrinal manner or form ; in respect of, or as 
a matter of, doctrine; by way of teaching. 

1633 Ames Agst. Cerem. n. 371 Writing on the second 
Commandement doctrinally. 2679 Penn Addr. Prot. 11. 
iii. (1692) 87 Christ Jesns himself and his Apostles .. have 
doctrinally laid it down. ^ 1706 De Foe fure Div. Pref. 30 
If my Opinion be really in it self, Doctrinally Sound. 2869 
Haddan Apost. Succ. iii. (1879) 58 Churches organically 
complete but doctrinally corrupt. 

Doctrinarian (dpktrine»*rian), sb. and a. [f. 
L. type *doctrmari-us (Doctrinaire) + -an.] 

A. sb. f i- //• The Brethren of Christian Doc- 
trine, or Christian Brothers (F. doctrinaires ), a lay 
order instituted at Rheims in 1680 by J. B. de la 
Salle, to teach gratuitously the principles of religion 
and the elements of primary instruction. Obs. 

1747 Genii. Mag. 570 Other amphibious kinds/ which are 
neither Regulars nor Seculars, as Jesuits, Oratorians, Doc- 
trinarians, Lazarists, 2794 Barruel Hist. Clergy Fr. Rev. 
(1795) 161 [He] had been educated in a secular congregation 
by the Doctrinarians. 

2 . = Doctrinaire sb. 

2836 J. H. Newman Discuss, fy Argts. (1872) 29 Pro- 
testantism is embodied in a system; so is Popery: but 
when a man takes up this Via Media, he is a mere doctrin- 
arian— he is wasting his efforts in delineating an invisible 
phantom. 1840 T. Hook in New Monthly Mag. LX. 164 
England has its sect of doctrinarians as well as France. 

B adj. ~ Doctrinaire a., Doctrinary. . 

2878 E. Jenkins Haverholme 101 A stiff and doctrinarian 
politician of the Whig school. 

Hence Doctrina*rianisan, doctrinairism. 

2877 D. M. Wallace Russia v. 82 The latest products of 
French doctrinarianism. 

Boctrinary (dp-ktrinari), a. [ad. F. doctri- 
naire : see above and -ary L] Holding an abstract 
doctrine and seeking to apply it in all circum- 
stances ; ~ Doctrinaire a. 

2850 Hare Mission Comf. 284 Arguing against the # doc- 
trinary school, i860 J. P. Kennedy^ Swallow B. ii. 33 
His. . doctrinary republicanism. 2893 Hat. Observer 15 Apr. 
535/1 Doctrinary pedants. 

Hence Doctrina-rity, quality of a doctrinaire. 
a 1869 Ld. Strangford Lett, etc, 235 (D.) Excess in doc- 
trinarity and excess in earnestness are threatening to set 
their mark on the new political generation. 

Do'Ctrinate, arch. [f. med.L. doctrma re, 
-mat- to teach, instruct, f. doctrina : see -ate 3 5.] 
trans. Toteach orinstruct; = Doctrine v. a.; absol. 
To give instruction {on a subject). 

2631 Heywood Eng. Eliz.( 1641) 33 They were doctrinated 
and instructed, either in language, or some of the liberall 
sciences. 1638 Sir 'X\ Herbert J'rav. (ed. 2) 46 They are 
of Pythagora’s doctrinating . . in beleeving the ^ Metem- 
psychosis of the soule. 1651 Fuller’s A bel R ediv., Chy- 
iraeus 421 Most profoundly by him doctrinated. 1840 
Marryat Olla. Podr. (Rtldg.) 282 On that.. you have not 
yet doctrinated. 

Doctrine (dp*ktrin), sb. Also 4-6 &octryrL(e, 
6 -S doctrin. [a. F. doctrine (12th c.), ad. L. 
doctrma teaching, learning, f. doctor teacher. 
Doctor : cf. fistrina bakery, f. pistor baker.] 

+ 1 . The action of teaching or instructing ; in- 
struction ; a piece of instruction, a lesson, precept. 

138a Wyclif 2 Tim. iv. 2 Arguwe, or prone, biseche, 
blame in al pacience and doctryn. c 1391 Chaucer AstroL 
Pro!,, I . .have hit translated in myn englissh only for th» 
doctrine. 2485 Caxton Chas. Gt. 1 Al thynges that ben 
reduced by wrytyng ben wryton to our doctryne. 2526-34 
Tjndale Mark iv. 2 He , . sayde vnto them in his doctrine 
[so 1611 ; 2881 (R.V.) teaching] : Herken to. 164S Ussher 
Body Div. (1647) 5 ^ Commandement. .wasa doctrine to 
teach Pharoah what bemust have done. 1710 Steele Tatter 
No. 11 F 2 Doctrines on this Occasion, .are the most, .empty 
of all the Labours of Men. 

t b. Public instruction ; preaching. Obs. 

1560-78 Bk. Discipl. Ch. Scot. (1621) 40 Where the people 
! convene to the doctrine but once in the week, a 257a Knox 
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Hist. Ref. Wks. 1846 I. 250 After doctrin, he lyikwiese 
nunistrat the Lordis Table. 1600 J. Melvill Diary 
(Wodrow Soc.) 33, I saw him everie day of his doctrine go 
hulie and fear, .to the Paroche Kirk. 

2. That which is taught, a. In the most general 
sense : Instruction, teaching ; a body of instruction 
or teaching. 

1382 Wyclif 7*7. iL io In alle thingis schew'mg good 
feith, that thet ourne in alle thingis the doctryn of oure 
sauyour God. c 1400 Maundev. (1839) xii. 133 The Gos- 
pelles, in the which is gode doctryne. 1483 Caxton Cato 3 
f n this smat lytyl booke is conteyned a short, .doctryne for 
all maner of peple, 1500-20 Dunbar Poems xii. 7 Be rewlyt 
rycht and keip this doctring. 1502 Ord. Crystal Men (W. 
de W. 1506) Prol. 2 Foloweth a shorte doctryne . . in y 4 
whiche shall be spoken . . of fyue thynges. 1526- 34 Tindale 
Matt, xvi, 12 He bad not theni beware of the leven of breed: 
hut of the doctrine of the Pharises. 1845 S. Austin Ranke's 
Hist. Ref- II. 179 They next proceeded to consider the 
points of doctrine and life. 1851 Robertson Serm. Ser. 11. 
no In Scripture, doctrine means broadly, teaching: any- 
thing that is taught is doctrine. 

b . esp. That which is taught or laid down as j 
true concerning a particular subject or department 
of knowledge, as religion, politics, science, etc. ; 

a belief, theoretical opinion ; a dogma, tenet. 

1382 Wyclif Matt, xv, 9 Techynge the doctrines and 
maundements of men. 1485 Caxton Paris § V. Prol., The 
book of his doctrines. 1509 Fisher Fun. Serm . C'tess 
Richmond Wks. (1876) 308 To publysshe the doctryne & 
fayth of cryste Ihesu, 1605 Bacon Adv. Learn, n. xxv. 

1 20. 1 16 The doctrine of the nature of God. 17x2 Addison 
Sped. No. 269 p 10 To vent among them some of his 
Republican Doctrines. 1725 Watts Logic iv. ii. Rule 6, 
The doctrine of the sacred Trinity. 1778 Burke Corr. 
(1844) II. 242 That doctrine of the equality of all men, 
which has been^ preached by knavery, and so greedily 
adopted by malice, envy, and cunning, i860 Westcott 
Introd. Study Gosp. viii. |ed. 5) 405 Difficulties in applying 
the great doctrine of gravitation. 1893 Sir J. W. Chitty in 
Laso l imes Rep . LXVIII. 430/1 To hold that mere oral 
assent to the new lease operates as a surrender in law would 
be a most dangerous doctrine. 

c. Monroe doctrine (Cl. S. politics) : the name 
applied (since about 1848) to a principle or series of 
principles of policy put forward in, or deduced 
from, the Message of President Monroe to Con- 
gress, 2 Dec. 1823. 

In this it was declared that ‘ we should consider any 
attempt ’ on the part of the Allied European Powers ‘ to 
extend their system to any portion of this hemisphere as 
dangerous to our peace and safety’ ; that ‘ any interposition, 
for the purpose of oppressing ’ the recently revolted Spanish- 
American colonies, ‘or controlling in any other manner their 
destiny, by any European Power* would be viewed ‘as the 
manifestation of an unfriendly disposition towards the United 
States and that * the American continents should no longer 
be subjects for any new European colonial settlement*. 

1848 I. E, Holmes in Congress. Globe 29 Apr. 711 The 
President [Polk] had taken the opportunity of reiterating 
a doctrine which was said to be the doctrine of Mr. Monroe. 
1858 Sun (Balt.) 30 Oct, (Bartlett), If we now fall back on 
the Monroe doctrine, we shall see the difference between 
an abstraction and its application in practice. x8S6 Lowell 
Seward- Johnson Reaction Prose Wks. 1890 V. 323 The 
South should put in practice at home that Monroe Doctrine 
of which it has always been so clamorous a supporter. 1895 
Mrq. of Salisbury Disp. 26 Nov. ( Times 18 Dec. 7/2) 
The application of the Monroe doctrine to the question of 
the boundary dispute between Venezuela and the colony of 
British Guiana. 1896 Daily News 7 Mar. 4/6 It was 
during this contest between Spain and her insurgent 
colonists that President Monroe, in 1823, at the instigation 
of Mr. Canning, laid down in a Message to Congress the 
famous ‘ doctrine ’ which bears his name. 

8. A body or system of principles or tenets ; a 
doctrinal or theoretical system; a theory; a science, 
or department of knowledge. ? Ohs. 

1594 West 2nd Pt. Symbol. § ico F, I haue. .laid downe 
the doctrine of Instruments. 1666-7 Pews Diary 16 Feb., 
[He] understands the doctrine of musique. 1667 Primatt 
City fy C. Build. x6o Measure the same by the Doctrine 
of Triangles. 1709-29 V. Mandey Syst. Math.. Astron. 
Pref. 248 Astronomy is a Doctrine or Science. 1754 Chat- 
ham Lett. Nephew 48 A ..notion of,, the solar system: 
together with the doctrine of comets. 1836-7 Sir W. 
Hamilton Metaph. (t8jj) I. viii. 130 Psychology therefore, 
is the discourse or doctrine treating of the human mind, 
f 4. Learning, erudition, knowledge. Ohs. 
c 1400 Beryit 1245 Thow art xx wynter, and nau^t hast of 
doctryne, 1483 Caxton CatoG], The man whiche is with- 
out doctryne is like thymage of deth. 1563-7 Buchanan 
Reform. St. Andros Wks (1892) 12 The principal to beane 
man of. .sufficient doctrine to supple the regent is absens in 
redyng. x6ox Shaks. Alt's Well 1. iii. 247 The Schooles 
Embowel’d of their doctrine. 

+ 5. Disci pline. Obs. rare , 

a 1483 Liber Nigeria H ouseh. Ord. 78 These officers should 
he marked and ordered after theyre . , behavioure . . or elles 
to be at the doctryne conveniente in the countynghouse. 
^1533 Ld * b erneus Gold. Bk. M. Aurel. (1546) Pv, The 
doctrine of sones and doughters was enlarged, and theyr 
bridell let go at libertee. 

6. attrib. and Comb. 

a 1716 South Serm. V. 31 To give those doctrine and use- 
men, those pulpit-engineers their due. 1879 Baring-Gould 
Germany II. 194 When the excitement of doctrine-smashing 
was over, the laity grew listless, 

+ Bo*ctri».e, v. Obs. ("a. OF. doctrine-r , ad. 
med.L. doctnndre , f. doctrma : see Doctrinate,] 
tram. a. To teach or instruct (a person) ; b. To 
teach, give instruction in (a science, etc.). 

1475 Bk. Noblesse 77 Henry duke of Lancastre. .had sent 
to hym. .yong knightis, to be doctrined, lerned, and broughte 


up..inscoleofarmes. 2530 Palsgr. 523/2, He hath ben well 
doctryned : il a esti fort bien endoctrini. 1 1549 Compl. 
Scot . vi. 46 Phisic, astronomye and natural philosophic, var 
fyrst prettikit and doctrinet be vs. 1648 Gage West Did. 
xvii. (1655) xx 2 They doctrined me as a novice. 

Hence Bo’ctrined^/. a. 

1627 W. Sclater Exp. 2 l'hess. (1629) 137 Take view of 
their doctrined practises, in deuotion. to God, Carriage to 
men, to our selues. 

Doctrinism (d^ktriniz’m). [f. Doctrine sb. 
+ -ISM.J Adherence to, or setting forth of, doc- 
trine. So Do’ctrinist, one who propounds, or 
adheres to, doctrine. 

1840 G. S. Faber Regeneration 328 Our aim is to be 
Primitive, not Tridentine, Doctrinists. 1872 Tulloch 
Ration. Theol. I. ii. 43 The most memorable exception to 
this fair and conciliatory doctrinism of the Church of Eng- 
land ..is to be found in the famous Lambeth Articles. 
1883 Manck. Guard. 13 Oct. 7/4 The mere doctrinism 
of the Congress being inadequate for the requirements of 
the age. 1891 G. Macdonald There § _ Back II. xxxv. 
226 Neither ascetic nor mystic nor doctrinist.. she believed 
in God. 

Doctrinize (d^rktriimiz), v. [f. Doctrine sb. 
+ -ize.] intr. To form doctrines or theories; to 
speculate, theorize. Hence Doctriniza'tion. 

1836 R. M. M c Cheyne Jrnl. in Mem. (1866) 55 The error 
of those who speculate or doctrinize about the Gospel. 
1852 Fraser's Mag. XLV. 570 Stories about animals, .are 
generally spoiled by the same mistaken doctrinization. 

t Bo ctrix. Obs. [a. L. doctrix, fem. of doctor 
Doctor.] A female doctor : =Doctress. 

1604 Parsons 3 rd Pt. Three Convers. Eng. xv. 254 Alice 
Driuer, a famous doctrix. 1635 Pagitt Christianog r. 1. ii. 
(1636) 53 This country of Palestine is called.. the nurse of 
the prophets, the doctrix of the Apostles. 1746 in Edgar 
Old Ck. Life Scot. (1885) 270 note, In 1746 a ‘ doctrix* was 
consulted in Galston about the recovery of a sick child. 
Document (dp'kiwment), sb. [a. OF. document 
lesson, written evidence (I2th-I3thc. in Hatz.- 
Darm.), ad. L. docutnenl-um lesson, proof, instance, 
specimen, in med.L.also written instrument, charter, 
official paper, f. docere to teach.] 
f X. Teaching, instruction, warning. Obs. 
c 1450 Henryson Mor. Fab. 58 Despysing thus her hail- 
some document, The fowles . , tuke their flight. 1503 Hawes 
Exavtp. Virt. Prol. iii, All that is wryten is to oure 
document. x66o Trial Regie. 147 Punishment goes to the 
prisoner, but examples to the document of all others. 1793 
J. Williams Life Ld. Barrymore xoi, I have heard much 
document from the Grey Beards of society, delivered to 
prove [etc.]. 

f 2. An instruction, a piece of instruction, a les- 
son ; an admonition, a warning. Obs . 

1549 T. Some Latimer's Serm. bef. Edw. VI , Ded., In 
them are frutefull and godlye docuinentes. 1620 tr. Boc- 
caccio's Decameron 80 b, These were his daily documents 
to his young wife. 1751 Johnson Rambler No. 87 p 10 
There are,. few to whom it is not unpleasing to receive 
documents. 1769 Sir J. Reynolds Disc, ii (1876) 328 
Even bad pictures themselves supply him with useful 
documents, c 7800 Landor in Parr's Wks. (1828) VIII. 
48, 1 will give him some documents which shall enlighten 
his judgment at the expence of his skin. 

That which serves to show, point out, or 
prove something; evidence, proof. Chiefly with 
dependent cl. Obs. 

1459 Charters of Peebles (Burgh Rec. Soc. 1872] 132 And 
than be verray document of thaim that herd and saw the 
begyning of that bargan the gud men..fand [etc.]. 1533 
Bellenden Livy iv. (1822) 353 Ane notabil document, that 
pluralite of capitanis are unproffittabil in battal. 16x4 
Raleigh Hist. World v. iii § at. 490 This may seme as 
a document of .Fortunes instabilitie. 1769 Junius Lett. 
xxvii. p 5 Sufficient care was taken to leave no document 
of any treasonable negociation. 1847 Emerson Repr. 
Men , Napoleon Wks. (Bohn) I. 374 The best document 
of his relation to his troops is the order of the day .. in 
which [etc.]. 

4. Something written, inscribed, etc., which fur- 
nishes evidence or information upon any subject, 
as a manuscript, title-deed, tomb-stone, coin, 
picture, etc. 

1727-51 Chambers Cycl. , Document, in law, some written 
monument produced in proof of any fact asserted .. The 
antiquity of the foundation of such a church is proved by a 
number of authentic documents. 1755 M agens Insurances 
I. 340 As an Authentic Document was required of the fore- 
going Declaration, I signed and sealed this to serve where 
occasion shall require. 2810 Wellington in Gurw. Desp. 
VI. 290, I had got. .the emplacement of the whole French 
army of the 1st June which is a very curious document and 
j gives a tolerable notion of their whole force in Spain. 1850 
Mrs. Jameson Leg. Monast. Ord. (1863) 401 These frescoes 
. . have become invaluable as documents. 1877-9 F. W har- 
ton Law of Evid. I. n. ix. § 614. 586 A ‘document*, .is an 
instrument on which is recorded, by means of letters, figures, 
or marks, matter which may be evidentially used. 

b. spec. The bill of lading and policy of insur- 
ance banded over as collateral security for a foreign 
bill of exchange ; hence document-bill. 

1858 Simmonds Diet. Trade , Document-bill an Indian 
bill of exchange drawn on London, haying as collateral 
security the bill of lading and policy of insurance on the 
oods ; against a part of the estimated value of these the 
ill is drawn. 

Document, v. [f. prec. sb. : cf. F. docu- 
menleri] +1. trans. To teach, instruct. Obs. 

1648 Scottish Mist Dispel d 32 Upon this principle you 
document the Parliament of England about the Kings 
power in making laws. 1682 Bunyan Holy War 2x7 1 hat 
they might be documented in all good and wholesome 


things. 1739 * R. Bull ’ tr. Dedekindus’ Grobianus 271 The 
Monarch documents him in his Part. 

Tb. To give a ‘ lesson * to ; to instruct or admonish 
in an authoritative or imperious manner. Obs. 

1690 Dryden Don Sebastian iv. ii, I am finely documented 
by my own daughter ! 1778 Franklin Let. Wks. 1889 VI. 
16 r Your letters.. in which you, with magisterial airs, 
schooled and documented me, as if I had been one of your 
domestics. 1802 Marian Moore Lasceltes L 126 She., 
entreated Mrs, Carisbrook to send them [the girls] to her.* 
that she might document them. 

2. To prove or support (something) by docu- 
mentary evidence. 

1711 Countrym. Let. to Curat 31 The Historical deduc- 
tion before given (sufficiently documented from your own 
Writers). 1780 Blue Blanket 4 (Jam.) This city was so 
often destroyed, her monuments and charters lost, that her 
original cannot well be documented. 1825 Anderson Hist. 
Acc. Fam. Fraser 79 They are documented in a charter of 
confirmation of the lands of Wester Logy. 

3. To provide with documents, a. To furnish 
(a ship) with the ‘papers’ or documents required 
for the manifestation of its ownership and cargo. 

1828 Webster s.v., A ship should be documented accord- 
ing to the directions of law. 1848 Arnould Mar. Insur. 
(1866) I. 1. i. 8 By sailing his ship imperfectly or improperly 
documented, he forfeits' his right to protection under the 
policy. 1884 R. Wheatley in Harper's Mag. June 60/1 
To enable such vessels. .to be documented and receive an 
American register. 

b. To furnish (a person) with evidence; to keep 
informed or instructed. 

2807 W. Taylor in A nn. Rev . V. 165 A., corroboration Jo 
the statements of that courageous and documented historio- 
grapher. 189a Nation (N. Y.) 8 Sept. 187 fx It was for a 
novel.. that he was ‘documenting himself*. 1894 Daily 
News 20 Dec. 5/4 Statesmen who want to be, as they say 
here, * well documented * to resist possible attacks. 

Hence Do'cumezxted ppl.a ., Do cumenting' vbL 
sb. ; f Do cumentor, an indicator. 

1684 tr. Agrippa’s Van. Arts Ixxxi. 277 There be many 
of smaller Animals also that claim a Prerogative in the 
Shields of great men, provided they be the Documentors of 
mischief : such as Coneys, Moles, Frogs, Locusts, Mice, 
Serpents. 1801 Mar. Edgeworth Belinda (1857) 4 After 
the course of documenting which she had gone through. 
2803 W. Taylor in A fin. Rev. I. 256 A full, a documented, 
a well-proportioned account. 2886 American XII. 286 
There were 256 disasters to documented vessels. 

Documental (d^ki«me*ntal), a . [f. L. docu- 

ment-urn Document sb. + -AL.] 

+ 1. Pertaining to teaching or instruction ; in- 
structive ; didactic. Obs , 

cx$7$ (title) Documental Sayings as those same were 
spoken forth by Hfenrick] N[iclas]. 1610 Healey St. Aug. 
Citie of God vi, ii. (1620) 227 Varro. .though he be not 
eloquent yet is he so documental and sententious. 

2. Of or pertaining to documents ; documen- 
tary. 

1825 Coleridge Aids Refl. (1848) T. 277 The documental 
proofs of the same. 2883 H. M. Kennedy tr. Ten Brink's 
E. E. Lit . 37 The collection of documental material. 1892 
R. Dunlop m Academy xo Sept. 207/3, 1 think one ought to 
say * documentary* and not ‘documental’ evidence. 

Documentary (d£?:ki^me-ntari), a. [f. as prec. 
+ -aby 1 : cf. F. document aired] 

1. Of the nature of or consisting in documents. 
2802-22 Bentham Rat. Judic. Evid. (1827) I. 54 Docu- 
mentary evidence. X831 Carlyle Sart. Res. n. iii, Various 
fragments of Letters and other documentary scraps. 2854 
Macaulay Hist. Eng. IV. 178 They were in possession ol 
documentary evidence which would confound the guilty. 
x86x M. Pattison Ess. f 8 q) I. 30 Going back beyond the 
printed annalists to originaf and documentary authorities. 

2. Affording evidence, evidential, rare. 

2843 Carlyle Past g Pr. I. iii, It is an authentic, .fact, 
quietly documentary of a whole world of such. 

3. Relating to teaching or instruction, rare. 

1871 Earle Philol. Eng. Tongue § 52 Long before 2250 

we get traces of the^ documentary use of French. . Trevisa 
says it was a new thing in 1349 for children to construe into 
English in the Grammar schools. 

Hence Bocumemtarily adv., in the way of a 
document ; from a documentary point of view. 

2857 Ruskin Pol. Econ. Art ii. (i868> 126 These copies., 
would be historically and documentarily valuable. 

Documentation (d^ki&ment^ 'Jan), [ad. med. 
L. documentation- em admonition, n. of action f. 
*documentare to Document.] The action of docu- 
menting or fact of being documented. 

1 1. Instruction, admonition, ‘ lecturing ’. Obs. 
1754 Richardson Grandison VI. xxv. 143 Not another 
word of your documentations, dame Selby, I am not in a 
humour to bear them. 2844 Blackw. Mag. LV. 199 No 
end to these chartered documentations of the sex 1 

2. The furnishing of a ship with the requisite 
“papers*. 

2884 Harper's Mag. June 60/2 In the registration of a newr 
vessel, the production.. of the certificate of measurement. . 
is required in order to documentation. 

3. Preparation or use of documentary evidence and 
authorities. 

In reference to realistic fiction, applied to the faithful repro- 
duction of historical or objective facts. 

1888 Athenaeum 27 Mar. 342 Is art simply an affair of 
documentation, as the phrase of the*' day goes ? 2893 Spec- 
tator 23 Dec. 919/1 M. Zola, .has great industry and is very 
painstaking in ‘documentation*. 2895 Westm. Gae. 4 jnly 
2/1 There is so much to read up, such documentation to be 
exercised. 
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• t Do'cnmentise, v. Oh. [f. Document sb. 

+ -1ZE.] tram. a. To teach, instruct, give a lesson 
to. ’ b. Tb furnish with evidence. Hence Bo'cu* 
mentizing vbl. ;sb.' 1 ] ' ; 

1 • 1599 JTashr Lenten Spttjfe zt Those that he scrurinus. . 
let them reuolue the Digests of our English discoueries. . 
arid he d acumen tized most locupleatly. 1647 Maids* Petition 
5 Bulcher. .with, his newly hatcht errors will documentise 
®ur Bulwarks alive or dead. 1682 Mrs. Behn City Heiress 
1. 1, You’d best carry your nephew.. to Church ; he wants a 
little documentizing that way. <12734 North Exam. n. iv. 
§ 122. (1740) 294 Being, as lie said, well documentised. 1754 
Richardson Grandison VI. xxv. 143, I am to be closetted, 
and to be documentized. ‘ 

‘Bod, sb . 1 and inter}, dial, or vulgar. In asse- 
verations; origin ally ’a deformation" of Cod. (Cf. 
Adqd • also Dad, Bed ad.) 

. 1676 Etheridge Mart of Mode n. i, A Dod she’s too 
serious. 1835 Haliburton Nai. Hum. Nat. 60 (Bartlett) 
I’ll cut and run, and dot drat me if I don’t, 1892 Northumbld. 
Gloss. s.v., Dod ! but yor ia queer fellow ! 1893 Stevenson 
Cairiona 14 And, dod ! I believe the day’s come how. 
Bod (ctyd) , sb % dial. [Cognate with early mod. 
Du. dodde in same sense (‘caulis et Spica typhm 
palnstris * Kilian) ; also a stalk, staff,, club ( £ a 
little broach or spit, a reed ’ Hexham).] The Reed- 
Mace or Cat’s -tail, TypJia latifoHa. 

a x66x Fuller Worthies, Northampton 11. (1662) 290 Dods, 
Waterweeds (commonly called by children Cats Tales). 
1847-78 Halliwell, Dod, the fox-tail reed. North. 1864 
Alnwick Mercury 1 Mar. (Britten & Holland), Dod is the 
Reed mace (Typha lat folia, L.) in the north of England. 
1882 Friend Devonshire Plant-n. 

Bod, do da, sbj north, dial. [Evidently re- 
lated to Dod v. 1 ; app. a specific application 
of a sb. of which the primary sense was f rounded 
head ’ ; cf. also Doddy.] 

In North of England and South of Scotland a 
frequent term for a rounded summit or eminence, 
either as a separate hill, or more frequently a lower 
summit or distinct shoulder or boss of a hill. 

Rarely applied to a lower buttress when not rounded, as 
Skiddaw Dod. Usually forming .part of a proper name, like 
the equivalent Welsh Meet (P'oel), but also an appellative. 

. [1843 Penny Cycl. XXVI 1 . 248/2 ( Westmoreland) Of which 
[branch]Dod Hill, Place Fell., .and Swarth Fell are summits.} 
1878 Cwnbld. Gloss., Dod \ a round topped fell, generally an 
offshoot froma larger or higher mountain. 1879 Jenkinson 
Guide Eng. Lakes 233 There are many hills in the district 
known .by the .appellation of Dodd, .and they are generally 
small and attached to large mountains. 1882 J. Hardy in 
Hist Berio. Nat. Club IX. 452 Pike, crag, law, head, know , 
dod, edge, rig. .predominate in the nomenclature of the 
Redesdale eminences. 1886 G. A. Lebour Geol. Northumb. 
$Durk. ted, 2)24 San d a n d gravel ‘d od ds 1892 Northumbld. 
Gloss., Dodd , a blunt hill, abutt end of a hill. Its occurrence 
is noted thirteen times in place-names in Northumberland. . 
The truncated chimney or ventilator of a malt-kiln is called 
the kiln-dodd. 

Bod, sbA Sc. [Gaelic dod peevishness.] A 
slight fit of ill-humour ; sullenness, peevishness. 

1808 in Jamieson. 1823 Galt Entail II. 143 ijam.) When 
she happens, poor body, to tak the dods now and then. 
1823 Misses Corbett Petticoat Tales I. 250 (Jam.) Her 
father has ta’en the dods at him. 

t Dod, dodd, a . and pa. pple. Obs. Short for 
Dodded, q.v. 

c 1449 Peoock Repr. it. i. 135 He wole haue hise beer 
schorne of and his heed to be dod. 1641 Best Farm. Bks. 
(Surtees) 99 White-wheat massledine will outsell dodd-reade 
massledine. .grey wheate and long reade will outsell dodde 
read oftentimes. 1674-91 Ray N. C. Words 21 Dodred 
Wheat ; is red Wheat without beards. . 

Bod mi vj Obs . exc. dial. [ME. dodden , 
app. from the same root as Dod sb.% : cf. Doddy. 

Wedgwood compares Fris. dodd , dadde , lump, clump, 
bunch ; but the connexion is doubtful.] • > 

■ tram. To make the top or head of (any thing) blunt, 
rpunded, or bare ; hence, to clip or poll the hair 
of (a person) ; to deprive (an animal) of its horns ; 
to poll or lop (a tree), etc. ; also fig. to behead. 

a 1225^ A tier. R. 422 ,-Je schulen beon i-dodded [ = have 
your hair cut] four siSen iSe gere, uorto lihten ower heaued. 
<1x307 Pol. Songs (Camden) 192 Hue nolden take for huem 
raunsoun ne ware;, Hue doddeth of huere hevedes,'fare so 
hit fare. X382 Wyclif Lev. xix. 27 Ne ge shulen in rownde 
dodde beer, ne shave beerde. — 2 Sam. xiv. 26 Onys in 
the geer he was doddid, for the heere heuyde hym. c 1440 
Promp . Parv. 125/1 Doddyn trees, or herbys, and ober lyke, 
deconio , capulo. 1683 Meriton Yorke-sh. Dialect 6Weraun 
dod our Sheepe. 1825 Brockett N. C. Words , Dodd , to 
cut wool from and near the tails of sheep. — Loadings, the 
cuttings. Dod, to lop, as a tree, is an old word. 

• Hence Do‘dding vbl. sb., the action of clipping 
the hair ; tonsure. 

a 1225 After, . R. 14 Of ower doddunge . . & of ower blod 
letunge. 1825 [see above]. 1847-78 Halliwell, Doddings , 
the fore-parts of a fleece of wool. North. 

Bod, vP Oh. exc. dial, [variant of Dad vj] 
tram. To beat, knock. 

a x66x Fuller Worthies !, (x‘662) 47 Our husbandmen in 
Middlesex make a distinction between dodding and thresh- 
ing of wheat,, the former being only thd beating out of the 
fullest and fairest grain. ;Qur comment maybe said to have 
dodded the Sheriffes of several Counties. 1883 Gd. Words 
574 He. .dodded our heids down on the desk. 

/Bodart, obs. var. of Dotard. 
itBorddagd. Obs. rafpl fa pp. f. Dod vj to 
poll (trees) + -abd ; the formation being parallel to 


polbard : cf. Doddle sb t) Dodderel in same sense. 
But it may have been merely a modification of dot- 
tardy Dotard (found earlier in same sense) with 
fanciful assimilation to Dod vj and its derivatives : 
see Doddered.] A tree that has lost its head of 
branches by decay. In quot. attrib. == Dotard B. 2 . 

1693 Dryden Per si ns v. (R.), Another shakes the bed . . 
Till .. chalk is in his crippled fingers found; Rots like 
a doddard oke, and piecemeal falls to ground. 

Do*dded, ppl. a. north, dial. [f. Dod vj] 
Polled, lopped ; hornless ; ■ awnless. 
c 1440 Promp. Parv. 125/1 Doddyd, wythe-owte hornysse 
incorhuius . /bid., Doddyd, as trees. 1641 Be ss Farm. 
Bks. (Surtees) 6 Signes of a Goode Ewe. Lett her .be 
dodded. 1674-91 Ray N. C. Words 21 Dodded Sheep, i.e. 
Shesp without Horns. 28x9 Edin. Advertiser 24 Aug. 
(Jam.), Extensive sale of improved dodded cattle. 1892 
Northumbld. Gloss. , Dodded com, is corn without beards. 

Dodder (dp*dai), sb. Also 3-6 doder, [perh. 
Common WGer., though not known in OE., 
OS., or OHG. ME. doder^MhG. dodery dodder, 
MHG. toter, mod.Ger. dotter, D u. and Da. dodder , 
Sw. dodra. Similarity of form has suggested con- 
nexion with Ger. dotter, M HG. toter, OHG totoro, 
tutaro , MDu. doderie yolk of an egg, as it with 
reference to the colour of the flower-clusters of 
Cuscuta europsea ; but this' is a doubtful conjecture.] 

1. The common name of the genus Cuscuta , N.O. 
Convolvulacem , comprising slender leafless plants, 
like masses of twining threads, parasitic on flax, 
clover, thyme, furze, and other plants. 

cxz6$ Voc. Plants in Wr.-Wulcker 557/11 Cuscute, doder. 
a 1387 Sinon . Bartkol. 17 Cuscute, podagra lini , doder. 
c 1450 Alphita 154 Rasta lini.. doder uel haynde. 1551 
Turner Herbal 1. Hvb, Doder groweth out of herbes, 
and small bushes, as miscelto groweth out of trees. . 2578 
Lyt e Dod oats 11t.lvui.398 Doder is a strange herbe without 
leaves and without roote, lyke unto a threed,muche gnarled 
and wrapped togither. 1640 Parkinson J heat. Bot. 1 1 Wee 
call those strings generally by the name of Dodder. 1871-2 
H. Macmillan True Vine v. 227 The dodder. . is a mere mass 
of elastic, pale-red, knotted threads, which shoot out in all 
directions over the vine. 

2. Applied locally to some choking or climbing 
weeds : see quots. 

1878 Cumbld. Gloss., Dodder . . the corn spurrey plant, 
Spergula arvensis. 1884 Cheshire Gloss, s.v. D other. In 
Mid-Ches, Polygonum Convolvulus is called dother. 

3: = Dod sbd dial. 

1891 Rutland Gloss., Dodders, coarse reeds and rushes in 
swampy land. 

f Do dder, a. Obs. [f. Dod vX\ = Dodded. 
1614 Markham Cheap Husb. in. i. (1623) X04 Let them 
have by no rneanes any homes, for the doddei* Sheepe is tlie 
best breeder, 1868 f see Dotterel 3}. 

Dodder (d^do.t), v. [A variant of or parallel 
formation to D adder, q.v. Cf. also Totter.] 

1. intr. To tremble or shake from frailty. 

1617 Minsheu Ductor, Dodder grasses, .so called because 
with tlie least puff or blast of wind it. .doth as it were dodder 
and tremble. 1785 [E. Perronet] Occas. Verses, What is 
Life ? 173 Where wisdom dodders, and where wanders 
peace. 1825 Brockett N. C. Words, Dodder, Dother, to 
shake, to tremble ; to nod, as in the palsy of decrepitude. 
1894 Cornh. Mag. Mar. 285 He doddered as he spoke. 

1 2. To nod (in sleep). Oh. 

16. . Poem (N.\ She dodders all day, While the little birds 
play ; And at midnight she flutters her wings. 

3. To proceed or move unsteadily or with totter- 
ing gait ; to totter ; to potter. 

18x9 Miss Mitford in LTstrange Life (1870) II. 58 One 
has such pleasure in doddering along the hedgerows. 1862 
Sala Ship C handler Hi. 48 [He] was permitted to dodder 
about books and accounts of no great moment. 1883 Spec- 
tator 21 NQV.1544 We must either set [one] up . .once and for 
all, or dodder along for another half century with our miser- 
able muddle. 1894 Mrs, H. Ward Marcella III. 201 Old 
Alresford, too, was fast doddering off the stage. 

Hence Do ddering' vbl. sb. and ppl. a. ; Do'&der- 
ing-grass, quaking-grass (Britt: & HolL). 

1745 W. Thompson Sickness iv, (R.), The sailor hugs thee 
to the doddering mast. 1871 M iss Braddon^ Lovels xlii, A 
little old grey-headed man, who. .had an ancient doddering 
manner. 1892 Northumbld. Gloss., Dodderin' -dicks, the 
quivering heads of the., quaking grass. 

Doddered (dF*da.id), ppl. a. [app. originally a 
deriv. of Dod v r to poll or take the top off (a tree). 

It is not clear whether it was a contaminated form of 
Dodded ‘ polled or a mistaken spelling of Doddard sb., 

/ doddered oak ' for ‘ doddard oak * (ct . pollard willow ) ; while 
the matter is complicated by the earlier use of dottard or 
dotard (see Dotard 2) in the same sense. In later use there 
has been unintelligent association with Dodder sb., and 
perhaps with Dodder v„ and its cognates. It is doubtful 
whether senses 2 and 3 belong originally to this word.] 

1, A word conventionally used 1 ? after Dryden) as 
an attribute of old oaks (rarely other trees) ; app. ori- 
ginally meaning : Having lost the top or branches, 
esp. through age and decay; hence, remaining as a 
decayed stump. Johnson explained it as ‘ Over- 
grown with dodder; covered with supercrescent 
plants’; and this explanation, which was manifestly 
erroneous, since neither dodder nor any plant like 
it grows upon trees, has been repeated in the dic- 
tionaries, and has influenced literary usage, in which 
there is often a vague notion of some kind of para- 
sitical accretion accompanying or causing decay. 


2697 Dryden Virg. Past. ix. 9 From the sloapihg Moun- 
tain to the Vale, And dodder’d Oak [veteres, jam fracta 
cacumtna , fagos). 1700 — Pal. # A re. in: 965 The peasants 
were enjoined Sere- wood, and firs, and aoddered oaks to 
find. 1725 Pope Odyss. xx. 200 The dodder’d oaks Divide 
obedient to the forceful strokes, a 1748 Thomson (Ogilvie)* 
Rots like a dodder'd Oak. 1813 Scott Rokebyvi. iii, He 
passes now the doddered oak, Ye heard the startled raven 
croak. 1850 H. Miller Eootpr: Great, x. U 874) 197 Dod- 
dered trunks of vast size, like those of Gran ton and Crai*y- 
leith. 1853 C. Bronte Villette x ii. Nasturtiums clustered 
beautifully about the doddered orchard giants. 1878 F, S, 
Williams Midi. Raihv. 2 Doddered willows by the water- 
courses. 2880 Disraeli Endytn. xxxiv, Sometimes they 
stood before the vast form of some doddered oak. 

b. as pa. pple. So Do’ddering pr. pple . 3 be- 
coming doddered. 

2697 Dryden Mneid n. 703 Near the hearth a laurel grew, 
Dodder'd with age {veterrima iaurus). 1766 Poetry in 
Ann. Reg. 235 The doddering oaks forewarn me of decay. 

2. dial. [Cfi Dodder v.] 

2847-78 Halliwell, Doddered, confused,' shattered, infirm, 
1876 Whitby Gloss., DoddePd, shattered, dilapidated. 

3. Of persons ; Decayed or impaired with age. 

2893 Stevenson Catr. xv. 173 Auld feckless doddered men. 

Dodderel, -ril. dial. [f. Dod. vJ : cf. Dod- 
dered, also Dotterel (in same sense),] (See 
quots.) 

2847-78 Halliwell, Dodderel, a pollard. Warm. x88x 
Leicestersh . Gloss., Doddcril, a pollard tree. 1891 Rutland 
Gloss, s.v., The boundary is by yon old dodderil oak. 

Bo*dder-grass. dial. [f. Dodder v.] Pro- 
perly, Quaking-grass, Briza media ; also called 
doddering-grass, doddle grass, doddering dicks, etc. 
Sometimes loosely applied locally to species of 
Bromus , Festuca, Poa , or other loose-panicled 


grasses. 

1617 [see Dodder v. x], X736 Pegge Nenticisms s.v. 

Dawther, A certain long shaking-grass is called dodder-grass 
pr dawther in Rent. [App. some Bromus.] 1875 Sussex 
Gloss., Doddlegrass, Briza media , or quaking grass, called 
in the north ‘doddering dick'., 1878-86 Britten & Holland 
Plant-n., Dodder Grass, Briza media. Cumb. ; Kent. 

Boddle (dp-d’l), sbX and a. Obs. exc. dial. [f. 
Dod vj ; cf. Doddard. Whether orig. sb. or a. 
is not clear.] 

A. sb. A pollard. B. adj, Pollard, of which the 
top has been cut off, 

2602 Holland Pliny xxvr. IT. 251 It. .groweth at the foot 
of old trees. [Marg, Yea also in the head of doddle oaks.) 
1887 J essop A ready 55 1 ts h uge hedgerow with the ‘ doddles ’ 
or pollards, which afforded firing for rich and poor. 

t Bo'ddle, sbP Obs. [f. Doddle vi] ? A dod- 
dling or infirm person. 

x68t Otway Soldier's Fort. 1. i, Ts your Piece of Mortality 
such a doting Doddle? is he so very fond of you ? 

Boddle (dp*d.T, v. [var. of D addle ; cf. also 
Dodder v. f and with sense 2 Toddle.] 

+ 1. traits. To shake, nod (the head). Obs. 

1653 Urquhart Rabelais 1, xxii. (1694) I. 85 Mumbling 
with his Mouth, nodding and dodling his Head. 

2. intr. To walk with short, infirm, or unsteady 
steps, to toddle ; to totter ; to dawdle. 

1762 Gray Let. 24 Sept. Wks. 1884 III. 214 The old 
Bishop of Lincoln, with his stick, went dotldliug by the 
side of the Queen. 1847-78 Halliwell, Doddle, to totter; 
to dawdle. North. 1869 in Lonsdale Gloss. 1875 in 
Sussex Gloss. 1884 Spectator 6 Dec. 1614 A pretty girl., 
with a quantity of little pigs doddling about in front of her. 

Hence Bo ddled, Do ddling- ppl. adjs. ; Do *d- 
dlisb. a. {dial. ) , feebl e, ' in fi rm. 

2847-78 Halliwell, Doddleish, feeble. Sussex. 1874 
Burnand My Time xxxiv. 369 A doddling old grandfather. 
1875 Sussex Gloss., Doddlish, infirm. 2893 H. M. Doughty 
Our Wherry in Wendisk Lands 321 The doddled old 
kiister so bothered us. 


Boddy, doddie (d^*di), sb. [f. Dod vj] 

1 . A cowor bull without horns; attrib. = Dodded, 


as ‘a black doddy cow \ Sc. 

2808 in Jamieson. 1837 Scott Two Drovers ii, They 
were something less beasts than your drove, doddies most 
of them. 1892 Scott. Leader 1 Jan. 3 A very fine herd 
of the favourite ‘Doddies’. 

t2. Shortened form of Doddyroll. Obs. 

a 1590 Marr. Wit IVisd. (N. \ Now purpose I soundly 
Trick this pretty doddy, And make him a noddy. 

Boddy (dff dij, a. Sc. [f. Dod sbA + -y.] Pet- 
tish, cross, ill tempered. 

2808 in Jamieson. 1823 Galt Entail I. xx. 166 Colley 
is as doddy and crabbit to Watty as if he was its adversary. 

t Bo*ddy-pate. [f- as neyct + Pate.] = next. 

c 1500 Maid Emlytt 19 [She] Made hym a foie, And called 
hym dody-pate. 

t Boddypoll (d^dipjul). Obs. Forms; a. 5 
dotty-, doty-, dote-, 6 doti-, dotti-, -pol'e, 
-poli(e. 0 . 6 dody-, doddye-, 6-7 dodi-, 7/^ 
doddy-, doddi-, -pole, -poll, etc. [app. origin- 
ally f. Dote v. to be foolish or silly, subseq. referred 
to Don vj, as if ‘having a dodded poll’: cf. 
roundhead.] A stupid person ; blockhead, fool. 

1401 Pol Poems (Rolls) II. 99 5 it, Dawe Dotypolle, thou 
justifiest this harlotrie. c 1422 Hoccleve_ Min. Poems, 
jonathas 49 A lewde dotepol, straw for his wit ! c 1460 
Towneiey Myst. (Surtees) 145 Fy, dotty-pols, with youre 
bookes. 2549 Latimer 3rd Semi, bef Edw. VI (Arb.) 84 
What ye brain-sycke fooles, ye hoddy peckes, ye doddye 
poulles 1. .are you seduced also? 2582 J. Bell Haddons 
Answ. Osor. 29 b,, No man . , besides this Poctour Dottipoll. 


DODECA-. 

T>_ nMF . Enr. Moor ii. i. Wits. 1873 II. 18 All the 
rwkfv Doles in Tara. 1767 Sterne Tr. Shandy IX. xxv, 
|l^?? P be called as many blockheads, nurasculls, doddy- * 

poles, dunderheads. F 

France t Bo'ddy-polled <z. Ow. 

• 3:708 Motteux Rabelais v. xlvi, Thou doddipol’d Ninny. r 
Jjode, obs. pa. t. of Do v. J 

Bodeca-s dodec-, Gr. twelve, an initial 

element in numerous technical words: see below. , 
Also Bode’caUd cl. [L. -Jidus -cleft], divided into 
tUlve segments (Syd. Soc. Lex. 1883) Bodeca- . 
merous 0. [Gr. pepos part], consisting of twelve parts , 

or divisions (Syd. See. Lex.). Bo:decapa*rtite a. 

[L. partlt-us divided] = prec. 35 os&ecape 'talons • 

a Lot., having twelve petals. Bo&ecase'mic a. 
Pros [Gr. Mefcaaijnos of twelve times (in music), 1 
f. oft/ia sign, mark] , consisting of 1 2 morse or units 
of time, as a dodecasemic foot. . (In recent Diets.) 

1870 Sir G. G. Scorr Led . Archil, II. 197 If all sides 
had the threefold division, it would have become dodeca- 
nartite 1847 Craig, Dodecapetalous , , having twelve petals. 

+ Bo'decade. Obs. Also dode*cady. [f. Gr. 
siiSe/ra twelve, after Decade : cf. F. dodecade in 
Littre.l A group, set, or series of twelve. 

£1624 Lushington Recant. Serm, in Phemx (17 08 ) 11. 

No. 26. 494 The 12 disciples answering the 12 patriarchs., 
that both the Testaments, the New and Old, should be 
founded upon dodecadies. 1686 Goad C elect. Bodies in. u. 

.06 We have . .a Dodecade of such Rarities. 
Bodecadraclim ^d^de-kSdrsem). NJumism. 
[ad. Gr. 5ed)efcadpaxpo$, f* SwSc/ra twelve s SpaxM 
Drachma.] An ancient Greek gold coin of the 

value of 12 drachmas. . 

1881 Atkenzeum 3 Dec. 748/1 Of the 27 gold coins 
exhibited one is the dodecadrachm of Queen Berenice II. 
Dodecagon (dflude-kag^n). Geom. [ad. Gr. 
doofateayowbv, f. Sdjdena twelve + -yeuves angled, ycovta 
angle ; cf. F. dodicagone (1690 in Hatz.-Darm.).] 

A plane figure having twelve sides and twelve 
angles. Regular dodecagon, one that has all its 
sides and all its angles equal. ■ • 

1658 Phillips, Dodecagon (Greek), a Geometrical figure 
of 12 Angles. 1861 Thornbury Turner (1862) I. 51 He 
draws trees when he should draw dodecagons.^ 

Hence Bodeca gfonal a of or pertaining to a do- 
decagon ; twelve-sided. 

1851-60 in Mayne Expos. Lex. ; _ j P , 

{) Bodecagynia ( d^dJkad^rnia). Lot. [mod. 

L. (Linmeus 1735), f. Gr. SdiScua twelve + yvvy 
woman, female, taken by Linnseus in sense of 
‘ female organ, pistil’.] An order in some classes 
of the Linnsean sexual system, comprising plants 
having either eleven or twelve pistils. 

1762 in Hudson Flora A nglica. 1794 Martyn Rousseau s 
Bot. x. no. 1857 Henfrey Elem. Bot. 1. ii. 197* 

Hence Bode*cagyn, a plant of Dodecagyma ; 
Bodecagyaian, -grynious, Bodeca*gynous adjs. 

1828 Webster, Dodecagyn , a plant having twelve pistils. 
Ibid., Dodecagy'nian „ having twelve pistils. 1864 laid., 
Dodecagynous , having twelve styles. 1883 Syd. Soc. Lex., 
Dodecagynious . . twelve-pistilled. , ' . ' 

Dodecahedral (d<?»d/ka|hrdral), a. Also 
dodecaedral. [f. Dodec ahkdr-on + -al.] Having 
the form of a dodecahedron; twelve-sided, 

1796 Kirwan Elem. Min. (ed. 2' I. 207 Transparent, and 
of a dodecaedral figure. Ibid. II. 8 It often gives dode- 
cahedral crystals. 1870 Bentley Bot. 14 l n a Perfectly 
regular arrangement, .we have dodecahedral cells. 

So Bo:decaIie-dric a. — prec. 

1878 Lawrence tr. Cot tabs Rocks Class. 34 Cleavage in- 
distinct, dodecahedric. 1881 Ruskin Love s Meinie 1. 111. 
126, I retain, therefore, my dodecahedric form of catechism. 

Dodecahedron kSj'h rdvpn ) . Geom. Also 
6-9 dodecaedron, 6-8 -um. [a, Gr. 5w5 etcaeSpov, 
neuter of SooSe/catSpos, f. ScvSena twelve + edpa seat, 
base, face, Cf. F. dodicabdre (16th c.).], 

A solid figure having twelve faces : esp. the 
regular dodecahedron, see quots. 1570, 1653. 

1570 Billingsley Euclid xi. def. xxiv. 319 A Dodeca- 
hedron is a solide or bodily figure contained vnder twelue 
equall, equilater, and equiangle Pentagons. 1653 H. M ore 
Antid. Ath. n. (16621 147 There are Five regular Bodies 
in Geometry . . the Cube, the Tetraedrum, the Octaedrum, 
the Dodecaedrum, and the Eicosaedrum. 1850 Daubeny 
Atom.. The. vi. (ed. 2) 171 Phosphorus crystallizes in regular 
dodecaedrons. 1878 Gurney Crystallogr. 85 A form con- 
sisting of twelve similar rhombuses. . is. . called the rhombic 
dodecahedron. 

fj Bodecandria (d<5«dlkse’iidria). Bot. [mod. 
L. (Linnaeus 1735), f. Gr. deudena twelve •+ dvdp-, 
stem of avrjp man, male : see Dbcandria.] The 
eleventh class in the sexual system of Linnaeus, 
comprising plants having from twelve to nineteen, 
stamens not cohering. 

,1753 Chambers Cycl. Supp., Dodecandria ..p class of 
plants which have hermaphrodite flowers, with twelve 
stamina or male parts in each. 176a in Hudson Flora 
Anglica . 1794 Martyn Rousseau's Bot. ix. 89. 

Hence Dodecamder, a plant of the class Dode- 
candria; Bodeca*ndrian a., belonging to that 
class ; Dodeca-mdrous a., having twelve stamens. 

1806 J. G alpine Brit. Bot. 40 Lythrum . . Flowers spiked, 
dodecandrous. 1828 Webster ,Dodecander, Dqdecandrian, 
[cited from Lee]. 1870 Bentley Bot. 246 A flower having 
X2 stamens is Dodecandrous. ‘ 


Dodeeane. Chem. [f. Dodeca- +-ane.3 A 
paraffin of the composition CjaHj.. _ ... 

1875 Watts Diet. Chem. VII. 891 Sodecane Bo.hng 
point 2O2 0 [C.]. 1877 — Femmes Chem. (ed. 12 > 1 I . 50- 

Dodecarch, dodek- (d^-d/kaik). Anc. Hist. 
[ad. Gr. doo^ndpx-V^ Zufetea twelve + *a px V s 

ruler.] One of a ruling . body of twelve. 

1882-3 Schaff Encycl. Relig. Knowl. I. 707 Lsam- 

meticus I„ one of the dodekarchs. n 

Dodecarcty (d^-dflcwki).. [f. as prec + Gr. 
-apxid rule : cf. Decarchy.] Government by twelve 
rulers or kings ; a ruling body of twelve. 

1662 StillinCfl. Ong. Sacr.i. v. § 8 So that Egypt was 
anciently a dodecarchy, as England 1 t fe^ X I°^iii 246 

was a heptarchy. 2862 Stanley Jew. L h. (1877) I. xm. 24b 
It was.. a dodecarchy, of which the supremacy passed, .first 
to one tribe and then to another. 1876 S. Birch 
Egypt 39 Psammetichus. .seized the moment to reduce the 

Assyrian Dodecarchy under his sway. jr*.- 

Dodecastyle (d^d^astailV (f. Gr 
twelve + ctSaos column. So mod.! 1 . dodlcastyle.\ 
A portico or colonnade of twelve columns. 

,825 Gwilt Chambers's CivilArckit. 413 f 

^ d % h ^ it v ch C iTof n D^ s 

a So:deoasrilaMe. [L_ Gr. 8iS,*a twelve 
+ Syllable ] a. Bros. A line or verse of twelve 
syllables. b. * A word of twelve syllables 
(Worcester, 1846). So Bodecasylla bic of or 
containing twelve syllables. , . ■ . , . 

Orel Suhp. s v. Alexandrm, Alexandnns 
are 7S otherwTse cklled dode^syllables ; and are peculiar to 
5” modem poetry. 1831 W. H. Mill Christa Sangtta 
Pref. ix Distinguishing only the Benedictus or hymn 
of Zacharias by a lyric dodeca.sy liable measure. 2882- 3 
Schaf TEncyrMRelig. Knowl. 22S6 A sermon m verse, hepta- 
syllabic, octosyllabic, or dodecasy liable, 
t Dodecate*mory. Astron. Obs. Also 7 do- 
decatemorion. [ad. Gr. Meuarrjpoptov a twelfth 
part f. ZooBfUar-os, -rj, -ov twelfth + poptov piece, 
|; portion.] A twelfth part ; a term formerly applied 
to each of the twelve divisions of the Zodiac. 


1603 Sir C. Heydon Jud. AstroL xvm. 374 ^ dode- 
catemories of the Zodiack. 1674. Jeake Anth. (1696) Bij, 
The mildest Dodecatemorie springs In beauteous Orient. 
a 1700 Creech (J.), Tis dodecatemonon thus desenb d . 
Thrice ten degrees, which every sign contains. 1727-51 
Chambers Cycl., Dodecatemory • - ^he term ^ chiefly applied 
to the twelve houses, or parts of the zodiac of the prunum 
mobile ; to distinguish them from the 12 signs. 
Bode*cnplet. Mus. [f. Dodec(a- + ending of 
Octuplet, etc.] 4 A group of twelve notes to be 
played in the time of eight ’ (Stainer and Barrett 
Diet. Mus . Terms 1880 ). ■ £ ' ' 

f Dodemu'syd, ppl. a. Obs. rare, [ihe tirst 
element is possibly as in doddypolT, the second 
appears to be from muse v., in ME. to be amazed.] 
c 1450 Cov.Myst. 395 Ye dodemtjsyd prynces faste you 
ara^ Or I make avow to Mahomed youre bodyes schul 
blede. . 

Doderell, var. of Dotterel, plover. 

Dodge (dpd3), v. [Known only from 16th c. ; 
origin unascertained. The primary meaning and 
sense-development are also uncertain. 

Wedgwood and Skeat compare an alleged dial. Sc. dodd 
to jog (cf. sense it below), which Skeat would also identify 
with the base of dodder, doddle. This might perhaps pass 
for the sense, but the phonetic development is not evident ; 
cf. however sled, sledge.] , , , 

X. intr. To move to and fro, or backwards and 
forwards ; to keep changing one’s position or shift- 
ing one’s ground ; to shuffle. , 

1704 Steele Lying Lover 11. i. 18 Don’t stand staying, 
anddodging with your feet, and wearing out your Livery 
Hat with squeezing for an excuse. 1720 J. Quincy Hodges 
Hist. Acc. Plague 18 9 Whenever a Buboe is uncertain and 
dodges, sometimes appearing and then going back. 1750 
Phil. Trans. XLVI. 324 Tile Dragon fly. -in a hovering 
Posture, dodging up and down m the Water. 2820 W. 
Irving Sketch Bk. I. 60 Whenever he went dodging about 
the village. _ ... / •. r 

f b. To rise shifts or changes of position (jvilh 
a person, etc.), so as to baffle or catch hinu Obs '• 
1631 Milton Univ. Carrier i. 8 He had, anv time this 
ten years full. Dodged with him betwixt Cambridge and the 
Bull. 1677 W. Hubbard Narrative Postscr 7 He began 
to dodge with his pursuers. 1724 De F oe Menu Cavalier 
11. 182 The King ..had been dodging with Essex eight or 
ten Days. 18x6 Scott Old Mart, xxxvi. Do you think we 
can stand here all day to be turning and dodging with you, 
like greyhounds after a hare ? , . . , 

C. To move to and fro about, around , or behind 
any obstacle, so as to elude a pursuer, a missile, or 
a blow, or to get a sudden advantage of an enemy, 
i68x R. Knox Hist. Ceylon 22 Trees, about which they 
may dodg. 1756 Genii. Mag. XXVI. 426 Dodging behind 
■ , the mizzen mast, and falling down upon the deck at the 
noise of the enemy’s shot. 1843 Darwin Voy. Bat.i v. ^ ( ^^79) 
77 He was obliced to dodge round his horse. 1859 1 EN- 
nent Cevlon vm. iii. II. 33^ Amongst full grown timber, 
a skilful runner can escape an elephant by dodging round 
the trees. . , 

f 2 . intr. To go this way and that way in one s 
speech or action ; to be off and onj to parley, 
’ palter, haggle about terms. Obs. ■ 

r 1568 Jewel Answ. Hardings Detect. Foul Err. in 
Def. Apol. (i6xx) 127 If yee doubt heereof, leaue dodging 


BODGE. 

in your note Bobkes, and read S. Cyprian, and ye shall 
find it. 1577 Stanyhurst Descr. Irel. 111. in Holmsked ll. 

25/1 The merchant and he stood dodging one with the other 
in cheaping the ware. 1684 tr. Benet s Merc. C omptt. ix. 

3 o 5 If the Disease go not off presently, we must not stand 
dodging, but give a gentle purging potion, a 2763 Byrom 
Careless Content (R.), For lack or glut, for loss or gam, I 
never dodge, nor up nor down. . , 

b. To play fast and loose, change about de- 
ceitfully ; to sh tiffle with a person ; 1 0 prevaricate. 

i<75 J. Still Gamut . Gurton v. ii. iri Hazl. JDodsley I1L 
254 Fie, dost but dodge. 2624 Raleigh Hist. World *. 
iii. § 12. 418 They did him no manner of good, but ratlaer 
dodged with him, euen in the little courtesie which they 
most pretended. 1708 Prior Turtle ^Sp. 100 With Fate :s 
lean tipstaff none can dodge. 2859 Smiles Self Help xiu. 
(i860) 340 He does not shuffle nor prevaricate, dodge nor 
skulk. 

1 6 . To dodge it : to haggle. ‘ _ 

2652 Urquhart Jewel Wks. 1x834) 267 That frankness of 
disposition.. not permitting him to dodge it upou inches 

a 3 . * trans. To play fast and loose with ; to baffle 
or parry by shifts and pretexts; to trifle with. 

«« G. Harvey Letier-bk. (Camden) r 5 Tims was 
I doggid and dodgid on everi side. 1663 J. SpenceR 
Disc. Prodigies (1665) 256 Loth to be dodged and abused 
with endless uncertainties and dissimilitudes. 1097 Occas. 
Conformity 27 To make the matter a Game, to dodge 
Religions, and go in the Morning to Church, and_m the 
Afternoon to the Meeting. 1855 Iennvson Sea Breams 
14 3 He dodged me with a long and loose account. 1868 K. 
Edwards Kaleigh I. xxiv. 559. TH Crown lawyers had 
again to dodge the case . .by a trick of their cralt, 

4:. To avoid an encounter with (a person or 
thing) by changes of position, shifts, or doublings; 
to elude (a pursuer, etc.) by shifts or sideward 

movements. T . . 

1680 Otway C. Marius xv. ii. Wks. 1727 II. 239 Asunder 
we may dodge our Fate. t7 x 3 Derham / kys. lheol.vf. 
xiv. (1723) note. The Doublings of the Hare .to dodge and 
deceive the Dogs. 1893 E. B. Knight Where three Em- 
pires meet xxiv. 366 Rocks.. would come rolling clown upon 
us, and had to be nimbly dodged. 28,93 h orbes-Mitchell 
Rem in. Gt. Mutiny 19 Where blows aimed at the victims 
had evidently been dodged. 

5. To follow stealthily, and/with shifts to avoid 
discovery, as by keeping behind intervening objects. 
(Cf. Dog v. 1.) 

2727 Fielding Love in Sev.Masq. Wks. 2775 I. -5® La. 
Proinise not to dodge us. Wi. Not even to look after you. 
1814 Mad. D’Arblay Wanderer IV. 51 If they saw any 
suspicious persons dodging them. 1840 Lady C. Bury 
Hist. Flirt xi, I will never quit you.. I will dodge your 

S 6 PS ’To move (a thing) to and fro, or up and down ; 
to lead (an examinee) to and fro in a subject of ex- 
amination and not straight on. 

1820 Sporting Mag. VI. 266 Two pieces of wood had been 
introduced between the hoof and the shoe ; after replacing 
the shoe again the horse was dodged, and discovered to be 
perfectly sound. 1862 Dickens Gt. Expect, vni. He said, 
pompously, ‘Seven times nine, boy .! and how should I be 
able to answer, dodged in that way? 2880 Badylel .7 
Oct., It would be absolutely childish to go on dodging the 
Fleets about from Cattaro to V olo [etc.]. 

7 . intr. Change-ringing. Said of a bell rang m 
a chime, when, instead of following in its regular 
ascending or descending order, as in plain hunting, 
it is shifted one place in the opposite direction, and 
then in the next round back again to resume its 
course, until another dodge occurs. 

1684 R. H. School Recreat. xor In this Bob when the 
Treble leaves the two Hind Bells, they dodge till it comei, 
there again, and ’till the Treble gives Way for the dodging 
again Jhlie said two Hind Bells, the two first Bells dodge, 
but after cease dodging, when the two Hind Bells dodge. 
2872 Ellacombe Ch. Bells Devon u. 29. 2880 Grove Diet. 

Music s.v. Changes, The three first bells eo through the six 
changes of which they are capable . . while the bels behind 

8 ^ Z intr. {techn.') To occupy positions alternately 
on the one side and the other of a medial line. # 

2874 Knight Diet. Mech., Dodging, said of mortises, 
when they are not in the same plane at the hub. By spread- 
ing the butts of the spokes where they enter the hub dodg. 
mg on each-side of a median hne, alternately, the wheel is 
stiffened against a lateral strain. / • v 

9 . trans. Photogr. To use any artifice to improve 
(the negative) for printing. ' , 

1883 Hardwick's Photogr. Chem. (ed. 1 aylor) 33.5 The im- 
portant operations of ‘dodging and ^ _pnnting-m . tooQ 
Anthony's Photogr. Bulletin (U. S. A) II. 349 ^ ia « dodg- 
ing' had been resorted to to make the tree print well. 

’ ±0 trans. Salt-making (Cheshire), (beequot) 

r 1884 Cheshire Gloss., Dodging, ybXt-tabkbnz term. Knock- 

. ing scale off the plates over the fire. > 

XI. trails, and intr, ( dial .) To jog (see quots.). 
2802 Sibbald Chron. Sc. Poet. Qloss. f Jam.), Bodge to 
r ? os: or trudge along. 282S Brockett N. C. Wds., Dodge, 
1 to%g, to incite. 2869 Lonsdale Gloss., Dodge, (1) to jog, 

s incite. 2877 Holdemess Gloss , Dodge-on, to go along, 

) making the 7 best of an affliction . . ; Hey 1 it a bad job, but Ah 

mun dodge-on somehoo or other . 

I 4 X 2 . trans. To insinuate into by a dodge. Vos. 

1 2687 R. L’Estrange Answ. Diss. 47 A Paradox of Con- 

science Dodg’d into a Popular Scheme, of Government ! 

5 Dodge (d<>da), ii. 1 [f- prec- vb.] 

t f 1 The act of slipping aside so as to dude a 

person or thing; the ‘slip ’j the ‘go-by’. Obi. or 

y dial . ■ *■ 
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*575 J* Still Gamm. Gurton 11. i. in Hazl. Dodsley III. 
193 There was a fouler fault, my Gammer ga' me the dodge. 
1606 Wily Beguiled ibid. IX. 256 Shall I trouble you so far 
as to take some pains with me ? I am loth to have the 
dodge. 1749 Fielding Tom Jones vil. iv, I was hard run 
enough by your mother for one man ; but after giving her 
a dodge, here's another.. follows me upon the foil, 2880 
Mrs. Parr Adam $ Eve II. 116 He was forced to avoid 
him by giving a sudden dodge to one side. 

2 . A shifty trick, an artifice to elude or cheat. 

2638 Featlv Strict. Lyndorn. 1. 201, I have beate the 

Jesuit heretofore out of this dodge. 2681 H. Moke Exp. 
JO an. Pref. 64 To put a dodge upon the Protestants to 
weaken their Faith. 2837 Dickens Pickw. xvi, * It was all 
false, of course ? * ‘ All, sir replied Mr. Weller, * reg’lar do, 
sir ; artful dodge.* i860 Bright Sp. Church Rates 27 Apr., 
I am altogether against any kind of dodge by which this 
matter may be. .settled, 

3 . colloq. and slang. A clever or adroit expedient 
or contrivance (cf. trick in similar use) : vulgarly 
extended to a machine, a natural phenomenon, etc. 

2842 E. FitzGerald Lett. (1889) I. m The alternation 
of green and corn crops is a good dodge. 1849 Thackeray 
Peudennis xxix, [They} have many harmless arts., and 
innocent dodges (if we may be permitted to use an excellent 
phrase that has become vernacular since the appearance of 
the last dictionaries). 2853 Smedley H. Cove male in, I'd 
start to America, and do Niagara, and all the other 
picturesque dodges [etc.J. 1867 Ld. Malmesbury Memoirs 
of an Ex-Minister (1884) II. 3 \jS To show us how to light 
a good fire by some dodge of lighting the wood at the back. 

4 . Change-ringing . See quot. 1684, and cf. 

Dodge v. 7. 

1684 R. H. School Recreat. 93 The. . Meaning of a Dodge 
Is this; any Bell that is coming down, and is to make a 
Dodge, must mo ve up again one Bell higher, and any Bell 
that is going up, and Is to make a Dodge, must come down 
one Bell lower, and then up or down as the Course of such 
Bell requires. 1880 Grove Diet. Music s.v. Changes, In 
change-ringing terms, the 4th and 5th [bells] are said to 
‘make places , and the 2nd and 3i’d are said to make a 
* double dodge V 

Bodge, sb.- north, dial. A large irregular piece, 
a lump. 

1362 Wills 4 Tnv. N. C. (Surtees 1835) 207, j dodge of 
Iron viij >. Fowr axes xvj *. 1825 Jamieson, Dodge , a pretty 
large cut or slice of any kind of food. Dodgel , a large piece 
or lump. [(895 Still in use.] 

Dodger (dp’d^ai). [f. Dodge v. + -er 1 .] 

1 . One who dodges, in various senses of the vb. ; 
in early use, esp. a haggler ; later, esp. one who 
practises artful shifts or dodges. 

1568 T. Harding Detect. Foul Err. 226 By this a man 
may know what a Dodger you are, and whence your great 
bookes procede. 1598 Florio, Auarone , a pinch penie, a 
paltrer, a dodger, a miser, a penie father. 2611 Cotgr., 
Cagueraffe , abase micher, scuruie hagler, lowsie dodger. 
2704 Hearne Duct. Hist. (1714} I. 156 Tacitus has no good 
Morals; He is a great Dodger, .he always speaks more out 
of Policy than according to Truth. 1824 Scott St. Ronan's 
xxviii, ‘ Ashy cock, this Frank Tyrrel .. a very complete 
dodger ! . . I shall wind him, were he to double like a fox.' 
1838 Dickens O. Twist viii, Among his intimate friends he 
was better known by the sobriquet of ‘ The artful Dodger \ 

2 . U.S , A hard-baked corn-cake. 

1832 Mrs. Stowe Uncle Tom's C. iv, Corn-cake, in all its 
varieties of hoe-cake, dodgers, muffins. 2882 Garden 
13 May 327/1, I prospered rarely in the South on ‘dodgers*. 

3 . U.S. A small handbill or circular. 

2884 Fargo (Dakota) Broadaxe 7 Apr., With dodgers of 
warning distributed at the different polling-places. 2888 
Boston Jml. 11 Feb. 5 4 , 1 never in my life used such 
a thing as a poster, a dodger or a handbill. 

4 . Salt-making. (See quo t.) Gf. Dodge v. i o. 

1884 Cheshire Gloss., Dodger, salt-making term; a long- 
headed hammer with a long handle, used for knocking off 
the scale or incrustations of lime or dirt on the pan bottoms 
when the pan is at work ; also called Dodging Hammer. 

Dodgery (dp’dgari). [f. Dodge v. or sb. + -ery.] 
The employment of dodges ; trickery. 
a 1670 Hacket A bp. Williams 1. (1692) 98 When he had 

f ut this dodgery strongly upon those at London. 2863 
Uckens Mut.Fr. m. i. What dodgery are you up to next ? 

Bo*dgiugj vbl. sb. [f. Dodge v. + -ing k] The 
action of the verb Dodge, in various senses. 

*593 Tell-Trotk's N. V. Gift 16 The dodging of an old 
beldam; <22677 Barrow Serm. Upright Walking Wks. 
1687 I. 65 Versatile whiffiings and dodgmgs . . and the like. 
2880 Grove Did. Music s.v. Changes, At the end of each 
six changes one of the bells going up to take part in the 
dodging, and another coming down to take its place in the 
changes. 

Bo dging, ppl. cl. [f. as prec. + -ING 2 .] That 
dodges, in the various senses of the verb. 

2625 W. Pemble Just if c. by Faith (1629) 148 Tricks of 
wit and dodging Distinctions to avoid the accusations of 
conscience. 1648 Milton Tenure Kings (1649) 30 Som 
dodging Casuist with more craft then sinceritie. 1735 
Somerville Chase iv. 115 The Brakes Where dodging 
Conies sport. 1773 Burke Corr. (1844) H. 63 Their irreso- 
lute and dodging motions. 2880 Grove Diet. Music s.v . 
Changes , The bells, .have a dodging course. 

Hence Dodgingly adv in a dodging manner. 
1599 Minsheu, Cavilosaminte , dodgingly, contentiously, 
deceitfully, fraudulently. 

Dodging, var. of Dotchin, Chinese steelyard. 
Dodgy (dfdgi), a. [f. Dodge sbJ +-y k] Full 
of or addicted to dodges ; evasive, tricky, artful. 
Hence Do'dgily adv . ; Dodginess. 

1862 Wynter Soc. Bees 237 Beggars divide themselves in 
several classes the humourous, the poetical, the senti- 
mental, the dodgey, and the sneaking. 1870 Furnivall in 
Bk. Curtasye 698 in Babees Bk. marg,, A towel folded 
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dodgtly. 2872 Daily News 22 Sept., ‘Dan Lysons ’ and 
his dodginess are on everybody’s lips. 

Dodipate, -pole, var. Doddypate, -poll, Obs. 
Bodkin (dp-dkin). Forms : 5 doydekyn, doy- 
kyn, 6 dodkyn, 6-7 (9) dotkin, 6-9 dodkin, (7-9 
doitkin). [15th c. doydekyn, doykyn, a, MDu. 
duytken , dim. of duyt, doyt : see Doit.] 

1 . An early name for the Doit, a small Dutch 
coin. Hence, any coin of very small value. 

Only Hist, after 1600, except in proverbial phrases. 

2413 Act 3 Hen. T, c. 1 § 2 Les Galyhalpens & la Moneie 
appelle Seskyn & Doydekyn. Ibid. Galyhalpens, Seskyas 
ou Doykyns. c 2350 Dice-Play (Percy Soc.) 27 He that 
will not stoop a dodkin at the dice. 2377 Stanyhurst 
Descr. Irel. in Holinshed V 1 . 23 At the end of his maioraltie 
be owght no man a dotkin. 1606 Holland Sneton. 79 
Brasen Dodkins or mites called Asses. 2607 Cowell 
Interpr., Dot kins, a kind of coine. [ed. 2672 Doitkin , a 
base Coine, prohibited by 3 H. 5. cap. x. Hence probably 
we retain that phrase when we would undervalue a man, 
to say, Pie is not worth a Doit or Doitkin .] 2674 Jeake 
Arith. (1696) 77 Some.. divide the Farthing into 2 Ques, the 
Q into 2 Cees, the C into 2 Dodkins. 1882 Duffield Don 
Quix. III. xxvii. 206, I did not care two dotkins. 

% a. A bud. b. A pistil. 

[Perh. not the same word. In b perh. a dim. of Dod ? , Du. 
dodde club.] 

2378 Lyte Dodoens in. lx. 400 Small dodkins or springes, 
which are the beginning of leaues. Ibid. v. xxvii. 585 The 
flower, .with a yellowe Dodkin or Pestil, lyka golde in the 
middle. 

Do'dman. Now dial. [Origin unknown ; 
connexion with Dod xAS has been suggested. Other 
local names are hodinan-dod, koddy-doddyl] A snail. 

<72330 Bale K. Johan (Camden) 7 Yt is as great pyte to 
se a woman wepe, As yt is to se a sely dodman creepe. 
1623 Lisle Du Bart as, Noe 149 Two crooked lines, One 
like a crawling snake, one like a dodman twines. 1626 
Bacon Sylva § 732 [Animals] that cast their Shell, are ; 
The Lobster, the Crab, the Crafish, the Hodmandod or 
Dodman, the Tortoise. 1633 Ames Agsf. Cerent. 11. 28 
Time.. to pull in the homes of this dodmons accusation. 
2674 N. Fairfax Bulk $ Setv. 125 A Snayl or Dodman. .is 
not only not warm, but to our feeling, very cold. 2674 Ray 
S. <$• E. C. Words 65 A Dodman: a shell-snail or Hod- 
mandod, Norf. 2848 Dickens Dav. Copp. vii, 4 l*m a reg'lar 
Dodman', said Mr. Peggotty, by which he meant snail. 

Dodo fdJa’du). [a. Pg. doudo simpleton, fool, 
as adj. silly.] An extinct bird, Didus ineptus, 
belonging to the order Columbidse, formerly in- 
habiting the island of Mauritius ; it had a massive 
clumsy body, and small wings of no use for flight. 

1628 E. Altham Lett, to Sir Edw. Alt ham 18 June in 
Proc. Zool. Soc, { 2874) 448 A strange fowle, which I had at 
the Hand mauritius, called by y" portingalls a D0D0. 
Ibid. [P. S.] Qf m r perce you shall receue a iarr of ginger., 
and a bird called a D0D0, if it live. 2634 Sir T. Herbert 
Trav. 347 Mauritius, .here and here only andin Dygarroys, 
is generated the Dodo [1638 a Portuguize name it is, and 
has reference to her simplenes] which for shape and rare- 
nesse may Antigonize the Phoenix of Arabia. 1638 Ibid. 21 
Like the Dodoes wings, more to looke at, then for execution. 
<72650 H. L’Estrange in Sloane MS. 1839. 5, If* 54 About 
1638, as l walked London streets, I [saw] the picture of 
a strange fowle hong out upon a cloth . . went in to see it. 
It.. was a great fowle, somwhat bigger then the largest 
Turkey Cock . . The keeper called it a Dodo. 1688 R. 
Holme Armoury n. 289/1 A Dodo, or Dronte. .doth equal 
a Swan in bigness. 2774 Goldsm. Nat. Hist. m. 1. vii. 
f 2 Three or four dodos are enough to dine a hundred 
men. 2832 De La Beche Geol. Man. (ed. 2) 163. 2896 F. 
Hall in Nation (N. Y.) LXII. 157/2 If he has not indeed 
gone the way of the dodo and the dinotherium, 
aitrib. 1874 Lisle Carr Jud. Gwynne II. viii. 177 Fie 
belongs to the Dodo race of real unmitigated.. Toryism. 

BodouseaiL, -ea 21 (dJudflnfan), a. [f. L. 
Dodonseus, a. Gr. Aa)dcovaio$ y f. Awdwvr) Dodona.] 
Of or pertaining to Dodona in ancient Epirus, 
where there was a famed oracle of Zeus situated 
in a grove of oaks. Also f Dodonian (d^da«*nian). 

2369 Spenser Visions of Bellay v. in The at. Worldlings , 
Then I behelde the'faire Dodonian tree. 2632 Lithgow 
Trav, 1. 5 The Thespian spring, Where chatring birds, 
Dodonean trees do sing. 2832 Thoreau Autumn 84 There 
is mast for me too. .this Dodonean fruit. 

t Dodra'iital, a. Obs . rare — ®. [ad. L. dodran- 
tdl-isy f. dodnins nine- twelfths or three-fourths of 
a weight or measure.] 

\ 2636 Blount Glossogr., Dodrantal. of nine ounces or nine 
inches in length or weight. 1883 Syd. Soc. Lex., Dodrantal, 
consisting of nine inches, three fourths of a foot. 

Bo© (d<?«). Forms : 1 di, 2-6 do, (3 pi. don), 
4-7 doo, 5-6 Sc. and north, da, (6 dooe, 7 doa), 
6 - do© (Sc. dae). 

[OE . dd is thought by some to be a contracted form, cog- 
nate with OHG. idmo, d&rno wk. masc., MHG. tdme, G. 
dam- (in datnkirsch, damwild), a. L. davm, damma f., 
sometimes m., fallow deer, buck, doe ; but there are serious 
difficulties. See Pogatscher Gr. Lat. a. Rom Leknworte 
im Altengl. § 302.]- ' - 

1 . The female of the fallow deer ; applied also to 
the female of allied animals, as the reindeer. 

ciooo uElfric Gr, (Z.) 309 Damma, uel dammula, dfl. 
<1X200 Voc, Wr.-Wulc. 543D0. c 1290 A. Eng. Leg, I. 393/12 
To cachche hert and bocke and don. 2388 Wycuf Prov. 
vi. s Be thou rauyschid as a doo fro the hond. <71400 
Maun dev. (Roxb.) xxiii. 105 Hertez and hyndez, bukk and 
da. ? <7 2473 Sqr, lowe Degre 324 Venyson freshe of bucke 
and do 2397 Montgomerie Cherrie <V Slae 21 The hart, 
the hynd, the dae, the rae. 2606 Shaks. Tr. <$• Cr. in. i. 
128 For 0 loues Bow, Shootes Bucke and Doe. 2609 Bible 
(Douay) Deut. xii. 15 Lawful to be offered, as the doa and 
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the hart 2632 J. Hayward tr. Biondls Eromena 127 He 
tooke it for a Doo, where it was more likely some. . Chamoy, 
2674 tr. Scheffers Lapland 130 These horns are proper only 
to the Buck [Reindeer], the Doe having much less and 
fewer branches. 1807-15 Wordsw. White Doe Ry 1st. va. 
96 A doe most beautiful, clear- white. 2810 Scott Lady 
of L. 1. iii, Close in her covert cowered the doe. 

t b. Applied genetically to both sexes, like I*. 
ddrna. Hence doe-buck , a male deer. 

<7X473 Piet. Voc. in Wr.-Wiilcker 759 Hie damns, a 
dobuk. H ic vel hec dama, a doo, 

2 . The female of the hare or rabbit; sometimes 
dial, of other animals, e. g. the rat. 

1607 Topsell Fonr-f. Beasts (1658 1 87 One that kept tame 
Conies . . had Does which littered three at a time, and 
within fourteen daies after, they littered four more. 2742 
Cqmpl. Earn. Piece 11. i. 300 They are distinguished by the 
Names of Bucks and Does; and the Males are usually 
call’d Jack Hares, 1837 M. Donovan Dom. Econ. II. 99 
A doe [rabbit] when suckling, will drink milk. 

S. aitrib., as doe-buck, -cony, -deer, -leathery 
-■ venison ; made of Doeskin, as doe trousers, 

<• 2453 Golagros <5* Gaw. 226 Thay drive on the da deir be 
dalis and doun. <72473 [see 1 b]._ 1 6x1 Cotgr., Raballiere, 
a Rabbets neast ; the hole wherein a Doe Conie keepeth her 
young ones. ^ 2747 Phil. Trans. XLI V. 572 The Skin drew 
or stretch'd like aPiece of Doe-Leather. 2819 Pantologia 
s.v.. Doe venison is not equal in estimation with buck 
venison. 2844 Advt. in Illustr. Loud. News 22 June 407/3 
Plain doe trousers, 17/6. 

Doe, obs. form of Do, Dough. 

Doe-bird, var. of Dough-bird. 

Doel(e, obs. early f. Dole sbf, grief, mourning. 
Doen, obs, form of do?ze : see Do v. 

Boer (d«*9i). Also 4-6 doar, 5 doere, 6 dow- 
ar^e, 6-7 dooer. [f. Do v. +-er ».] 

1 . One who does ; one who performs some act or 
deed; an actor, agent. 

13. . Cursor M. 28773 (Cott. G.) Els vnmedeful es J>edede, 
and makes to ]?e doer no mede. 2382 Wyclif Jus. i. 22 Be 
3e doers of the word and not herers oueli, 1561 T. Hoby 
tr. C as tig Hone s Courtyer 1. Giij, In peincting. . they are all 
most excellent dooers. 1594 Shaks. Rich. Ill, 1. iii. 352 
Talkers are no good dooers. 1623 Cockeram, Actresse, a 
woman doer. 1738 Swift Pol. Conversat. 89 III Doers are 
ill Deemers. 1832 Ht. Martineau Weal or W. iii. 28 Sym- 
pathy affords great advantage to the doers of mischief. 

2 . One who acts on behalf of another ; an agent, 
factor, manager ; an attorney. Now only Sc. 

1465 MS, in Tytler Hist, Scot. (1864) II. 388 He sal warn 
the saidis lord kennedy and Sir Alexander, or yair doars. 
1566 Act % Elis. c. 7 § 2 No maner [other] person or persons 
..shall, .exercyse or frequent the sayd trade, .nor have any 
Factor or Doer for hym or them in the same. 2721 Wod- 
roiu Corr. II. 603, I had the eleven pounds from the Earl 
of Kilmarnock's doer. 2752 J. Louthian Form of Process 
(ed. 2) 44 Before the Day of Compearance, the Lord 
Advocate, or his Depute, give in the Indictment, to the. 
Clerk of Court, that the Prisoner’s Doer may have an Oppor- 
tunity of seeing the same. 1870 Ramsay Remin, vu (ed. 
18; 232 In Scotland it is usual to term the law-agent or man 
of business of any party his ‘doer'. 1893 Stevenson 
Catr. 9J I'm doer for Appin and for James of the Glens. 

3 . (with qualifying adj.) Ahorse or other animal 
that 4 does > or thrives ( well or ill) : see Do v. 18. 

1865 Even. Standard 6 Mar., He. .is a rare doer, never 
having been sick nor sorry since the week he was foaled. 

4 slang. One who ‘ does 1 or cheats another. 

1840 New Monthly Mag. LIX. 47 [School Masters] are 
not merely * do-the-boys V but regular doers of their parents. 
1862 A. K. H. Boyd Recreat. Country Parson 114 The 
trickster has been tricked--the doer done. 

Does, 3rd sing. pres. ind. of Do v. 

BoesMn (d<?u- s km). [f. Doe + Skin 

X. The skin of a doe. 

24.36 Churchw. A cc. Tintinhull ( Somerset Rec. Soc.) 187 
It. in una pelle de doeskyne pro eisdem libris vij J . 2333 
Coverdale Exod. xxv. 5 Goates hayre, reed skynnes of 
rammes, doo skynnes. 1795 Hull Advertiser 28/Nov. i/r 
A large assortment of prime Buck and Doe Skins. 1833 
Longf. Hiaw, xi. 74 He was dressed in shirt of doeskin, 
b. A kind of leather made from this skin. 

1710 Lond. Gas. No. 4662/4 A pair of Doe-Skin Breeches, 
with Brass Buttons. 1799 Med. Jml. II. 437 Thick, soft, 
and elastic leather, such as doe or buck skin. 

2 . A highly-finished closely-cut thick black cloth, 
twilled, but dressed so as to show very little of the 
twill. 

Believed to have been so named as applied to a softer and 
less stout cloth than that called ‘ buckskin ', which for riding! 
breeches took the place of real buck-skins. 

2852 Rep. Juries Gt. Exhib. 352/2 A great variety of fancy 
doeskins. 1874 Knight Diet. Mech., Doeskin, a single 
width fine woolen cloth for men’s wear. 

Boest (dzrest), 2nd sing. ind. pres, of Do v., q.v. 
BofF (dpf), v. Pa. t, and pple. doffed (d^ft). 
[Coalesced form of do off ; see Do v. 47. Cf. also 
Daef v 2 

In ordinary colloquial use in north of E ngland (not in 
Scott ). Elsewhere, since 16th c., a literary word with an 
archaic flavour. Ray noted it as a northern provincialism ; 
Johnson, as ‘in all its senses obsolete, and scarcely used 
except by rustics '. In 19th c., since the time of Scott, very 
frequent in literary use.] 

1 . tram. To put off or take off from the body 
(clothing, or anything worn or borne) ; to take off 
or 4 raise * (the head-gear) by way of a salutation or 
token of respect. 

c 1350 Will. Paleme 2342 Dof blive Jris here skyn. c 2400 
Maundev. (Roxb.) xxv. 120 He doffez hishatty. 2402 Pol. 
Poems (Rolls) II. 107 The sacred host, .to whiche we knele 
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and doffe our bodes. 1483 Catk. An S L io 3 /* To Doffe, 
exuere. iS9S Shaks. John m. i. 128 Thou weare a Lyons 
hide ! doff it for shame. 1596 Spenser F. Q.v i. ix. 36 Cahdore 
doffing his bright armes, himselfe addrest In shepheards 
weed. 1621 G. Sandys Ovid’s Met. xiii. (1626) 259 Ihen 
made him d’off those weeds. 1714 Gay SkepluWeek lv. 21 
Upon a rising Bank 1 sat adown, Ihen doff’d my Shoe. 
1768 Beattie Minstr. 1. xxxv, ihe little warriors doff the 
taree and spear. 1808 Scott Mann. vi. xi, Doffed his 
furred gown* and sable hood. 2859 *1 ennyson E>tizd 2444 
The Earl, .cast his lance aside, And doff’d his helm, 
t b. Const, off', also intr, with with. Obs. rare, 
la 1400 Morte Arth. 1023 pow doffe of thy clothes, And 
knele in thy kyrtylle. 1643 [see Doffing vbl sb.). x 7 6 4 

Foote Mayor of G. 11. Wks. 1709 I* *86 lf you will doff with 
your boots, and box a couple ot pouts. 

C. absol. To raise one’s hat {to a person), rare. 

1674 N. Fairfax Bulk % Selv. To Rdr., To look full on a 
Great man standing in my way, and not to vouchsafe him 
worth Doffing to. 1833 Tennyson _ Goose 19 Ihe grave 
churchwarden doff’d, 1 he parson smirk d and nodded. 

2 . reji. To undress oneself, put off one s clothes. 
Also fig. Now only dial . 

1607 De la Pryme Diary (Surtees) 150 The Quaker doffs 
him stark naked, and takeing a burning candle m his hand he 
goes to the church. [1838 J. Scholes Lane. Witches in Har- 
land L. Lyrics ,1865) 133 ‘ Hie thi whoam an doff thi. J 
8. transf and fig . To put off as a dress or cover- 
ing; to throw off, lay aside ; hence (in wider 
sense), to do away with, get rid of (anything 
associated with oneself). + Also with off (obs.). 

1502 Shaks Rom. Jul. 11. ii. 47. 1599 B. Jonson Ev. 
Man out of Hum. v. v, He., oftentimes d’offeth hisowne 
nature and puts on theirs. 1605 Shaks. Macb. iv. iii, ib8 
Your eye. . would create Soldiours, make our women light, 

To doffe their dire distresses. 1628 Earle Microcosm ., 
Vp-start Countrey Knt . Arb.) 38 He ha’s doft off the name 
of a Ciowne. 1834-6 Patmore Angel in Ho. 1. 11. x. (1879) 
237 Love .. doffed at last his heavenly state. 1867 Bp. 
Forbes Exp. 39 Art. ii.< 1881)29 The Word is said to have 
donned human nature, never more to doff it. 

^ 4, To put (any one) off (with an excuse, etc.) ; 
to turn aside : cf, Daff vA 2. Obs. 

1622 Shaks. Oth . iv. ii. 176 (Qo. 1) Euery day thou dofftst 
f pol x. dafts] me with some deuise, lago. a 1637 B. J on- 
son Sad Sheph. 1. ii, They, .strew tods’ hairs, or with their 
tails do sweep The dewy grass, to do’ff the simpler sheep. 
1658-9 Bur ion's Diary (1828) IV. 67 They doffed us off as 
long as they could, and then locked up their doors. 

5 . Textile Manuf, a. To strip off the slivers of 
wool, cotton, etc., from the carding-cylinders. b. 
To remove the bobbins or spindles when full to 
make room for empty ones. See Doffer.^ 

1825 [see Doffing vbl. sb. b], 1851 Art Jrnl. Catal. Gt. 
Ex/iib. p. iv **/fc This . . instrument doffs the cotton m a 
fine transparent fleece. 1864 R. A. Arnold Cotton -Earn. 

33 Spinners .. have, in technical language.. to doff _the 
cops’; in other words, .to remove and relieve the spindles 
of the spun yarn; 1879 Cassell's 7 eckn. Educ . IV. 
356/2. 

t Doff, sb. Obs . rare ~ \ [f. prec. vb,] An act 

of doffing; a ‘put off’. 

1606 Wily Beguiled in Hazl. Dodsley IX. 276 Leha has 
e’en given him the doff here. 

Doffer (dfrfol), [f. prec. vb,] One who or that 
which doffs. 

1 . In a carding machine, a comb or revolving 
cylinder which ‘ doffs ’ or strips off cotton or wool 
from the ‘ cards ’ ; a dojfing-cy Under. 

1825 [see Doffing vbl. sb. b]. 1842 Bischoff Woollen 
Manuf. II. 392 When it has passed over the last cylinder 
on to the drum, it is taken from it by a cylinder somewhat 
larger than the workers, and called a doffer, 1876 J . W atts 
Brit. Manuf III. 134 The doffer or doffing cylinder. 

attrib. 1825 J. Nicholson Operat. Mechanic 380 The 
main cylinder, .is soon covered with cotton, and is divested 
of it by the doffer cylinder. 1854 Illustr. Loud. News 
5 Aug. 118/4 Occupations of the People ..Dofferplate maker. 
1875 Dare’s Diet. A rts I. 969 The doffer-knife or comb for 
stripping the fleecy web from the doffer.. 

2 . A worker employed in removing the full bob- 
bins or spindles : see quot. 1894. 

186a Illustr. Lend. News XLI. 558/3 The Throstle Doffer. 
1875 lire's Diet. A rts I, 989 This loss of time, as well as 
the labour of the 4 doffers , is abolished. 1894 Labour 
Commission Gloss., Doffers , boys or girls from 12 to 15 
years, .employed to take off the full bobbins and to replace 
them on the throstle or ring frames by empty ones. 

Tfen ffin cr (d^rfrij), vbl. sb. [f. as prec. + -ING Tj 
The action of the verb Doff. a. The putting or 
taking off of clothing, etc. 

1606 Holland Sneton. 231 To doe him the grace that he 
might have the D’offing of her shoes. 1643 G. W ilde Serin. 
St. Maries 1 Oxford xj Those, .who think a little d’offing off 
the Hat.. Reverence enough for the Lords Annoyntecl ; do 
not they Pillage him of his Divinity 1847 Emerson 
Poems, Song Nature , Too much of donning and doffing. 

b. Textile Manuf . : see Doff v. 5 and Doffer* 

Doffing cylinder : a cylinder clothed with cards which 
takes off the fibres from the teeth of the main cylinder of a 
carding machine. Doffing knife', a steel blade with finely 
toothed edge, which takes off the carded wool from the teeth 
of the doffer. So D offing-plate. 

1825 J. Nicholson Operat. Mechanic 380 The doffer or 
taker-off, having affixed to it the steel comb called the 
doffing-plate 1851 Art Jrnl. Catal. Gt. Exhib. p. iv **/a 
A fine fleece of cotton . . shorn or combed off from the opposite 
side of the cylinder by the vibratory action of the doffing 
knife. Ibid., A smaller drum card . . called the doffer (stripper) 
or doffing cylinder, .covered . .with fillet cards. 1875 Lire's 
Diet. Arts I. 989 One of the most recent improvements 
in the throstle frame is that of Bernhardt’s 4 doffing- 
motion *. 


Dog (d^g), sb. Forms : 1 doega, 3-7 dogge, 
(3, 6 doggue, 6 Se. doig), 6-8 dogg, 3- dog. 
[late OE. doega (once in a gloss) ; previous history 
and origin unknown. (The generic name in OE., 
as in the Teutonic langs. generally, was hund : 
see Hound.) So far as^ the evidence goes, the 
word appears first in English, as the name of 
a powerful breed or race of dogs, with which the 
name was introduced into the continental languages, 
usually, in early instances, with the attribute 
* English Thus mod. Du. dog, late 16th c. dogge 
(‘ een dogghe, vn gros matin d’Engleterre, cams 
anglicus ’, Plantijn Thesaur. 1573), Ger. dogge , in 
1 6- 1 7th c. dock, docke , aogg (‘englisohe Dock , 
Onomast. X 582, 4 eine englische Docke 1653), LG. 
dogge, Da .dogge, Sw. dogg; F. dogue (‘legenereux 
dogue anglais \ Du Bellay 15.,), It., Sp., Tg. dago, 
Pg. also dogue ; in all the languages applied to 
some variety or race of dog.] 

1. The simple word. 

1 . A quadruped of the genus Cams, of which 
wild species or forms are found in various parts 
of the world, and numerous races or breeds, 
varying greatly in size, shape, and colour, occur 
in a domesticated or semi-domesticated state in 
almost all countries. These are referred by zoolo- 
gists to a species C. familiar is ; but whether they 
have a common origin is a disputed question. 

c 1050 Prudentius Glosses (Reed. 148/1) [Gloss to) canum 
[gen. pi.] doegena. a 2225 Ancr. R. 288 His [the devils] 
te <5 beocb attrie, ase of ane wode dogge. David, me sau ter, 
cleopeS hine dogge. Ibid. 290 pet tes dogge of helle kumeb. 
cx 29 o 6-. Eng. Leg. I. 307/281 A teie doggue. <2x300 
Cursor M. 13658 iCott. & G.) pai scott him als a dog Right 
vte o bair synagog. 1393 Langl. P. PI. C. x. 261 I hi dogge 
dar nat berke. 1460 Capgrave Citron. (1858) 281 1 hei seide 
pleynly that it was no more trost to the Rope writing than 
to a dogge tail . 1568 Tilney Disc. M ariage D yuj b, Dogs 

barke boldely at their ovvne maisters doore. 1586 B. Young 
Gnazzo's Civ. Conv. iv. 179 Like the Sheepheards good Dog. 
1601 Shaks. I'wel. N. 11. iii, 154 'If I thought that, Ide 
beate him like a dogge. x686 Horneck Crucif. Jesus xxn. 
682 The dog teaches thee fidelity. 1732 Pope Ess. Manx. 
1x2 His faithful dog shall bear him company. 1869 W. P. 
Mackay Grace $ Truth viii, The dog in the East is not 
as here domesticated, but .. outside the cities, is more like 
a wolf prowling for prey. 

f b. Used spec, as the name of some particular 
variety ; see quots. Obs. 

1398 Trevisa Barth. De P.R. xvm. xxvi. (1495) 786 A 
gentyll hounde. .hath lesse flesshe than a dogge and shorter 
heere and more thy nne. cx 44 ° Pronip. Parv. .125/1 Dogge, 
shyppe-herdys hownde, gregarius . X530 Palsgr. 2x4/2 

Dogge, a mischevous curre, dogue. 

C. esp. A dog used for hunting ; a hound. 

^ 1307 Pol. Songs (Camden) 239 A doseyn of doggen Ne 
myhte byre drawe. 1398 Trevisa Barth. De P . K. xvili. 
ciii. (1495) 847 Rrockes..ben huntyd and chassyd wyth 
hunters dogges. ? c 1475 Hunt. Hare 26 Ychon of hus hase 
a dogge or too ; For grehowndes have thou no care. 1649 Bp. 
Reynolds Hosea vL 38 The Dogge in hunting of the Deere. 
1748 N. Salmon Comp. Univ. 14 Some gentlemen of the 
Town always keep a Pack of Dogs. 

d. fig. ; esp. in Shaksperian phr. the dogs of 

war. ■ • 

a 1225 [see 1]. r6ot Shaks. Jul: C. in. i. 273 Caesars 
Spirit ranging for Reuenge, With Ate by his side, .Shall m 
these Confines.. Cry hauocke, and let slip the Dogges of 
Warre. 1667 Milton P. L. x. 616 See with what heat 
these Dogs of Hell advance. 1842 S. Lover Handy Andy 
ii, Let loose the dogs of law on him. 2860 Trollope E ram~ 
ley P. xliii, The dogs of war would be unloosed. 

e. With qualifications denoting variety or use, 
as Bandog, Bull-doCt, Cur-dog, etc., q.v. in their 
alphabetical places or under the first element. 
Also buck-, cattle-, field-, parlour shore-, toy- 
dog. 

a 1225 Kur-dogge [see Cur x c.). 1633 T. James Voy. 93 
Bucke Dogs, of a very good race. 1672 Josselyn Hew Eng. 
Rarities 15 The Indian Dog is a Creature begotten twixt 
a Wolf and a Fox. 1813 Col. Hawker Diary (18931 1 . 89 
My Newfoundland dog. .had decamped. 1870 B, Clayton 
Dog-Keeper's Guide 6 Field dogs are used for field purposes 
only. 1889 St. J. Tyrwhitt in Univ. Rev. 15 Feb. ^253 
Society kept him .. painting toy dogs. 1893 Edith Car- 
rington Dogvx. 52 Very famous cattle dogs. ^ 

2 . In distinguishing sex, the male of this species ; 

a male hound j opp. to Bitch. Also, a male fox, 
Dog-fox. ^ _ 

1577 B. Googe Heresbach’s Hush. in. (1586) 154 b, The 
Dogge is thought better than the Bitche. 1768 G.Wa 


>gge is thought belter tnan tne oiccue. 17W .v»v ashing- 
ton Writ. . . . , . . ...... t » 

a bitch. x88a Society 21 Oct. 19/2 if this is your fox, Jack, 
lie s an unmistakable old dog. 1890 Sat. Rev. x Feb. 134/2 
The man who knows and loves his hound only uses the 
word dog, as he does the word bitch, to denote sex. 

3 . Applied to a person ; a. in reproach, abuse, 
or contempt: A worthless, despicable, surly, or 
cowardly fellow. (Cf. Cur I b.) 

c 1325 Coer de L. 4518 Jhon Doyly . . slowgh hym . . And 
sayde : 4 Dogge, ther thou ly l ’ 1382 Wyclif 2 Sam. xvi. 9. 
C1440 York My st. xix. 106 A ! dogges, >e deuell ;ou spede. 
1591 Shaks. i Hen. VI, 1. ii. 23. 1596 — Merck. V. 1. m. 129 
You spurn’d me such a day ; another time You cald me dog. 
1653 H. Cogan tr. Pinto's Trav. xx. 72 Such feeble slaves, 
as these Christian Dogs. 171a Addison Sped. No. 53® F 4 
Had not my dog of a steward run away as he did, without 
making up his accounts. 1820 Scctt ivanhoe vii, Dog of ah 


unbeliever . . darest thou press upon a Christian 1880 
Tennyson Revenge ii, If I left them. .To these Inquisition 
dogs and the devildoms of Spain. 

b. playfully (usually in humorous reproof, con- 
gratulation, or commiseration) : A gay or jovial 
man, a gallant; a fellow, ‘chap’. Usually with 
adj. such as cunning, jolly, lucky, sad, sly, etc. 

To be dog at : see to be old dog at, 1 5 1 . 

a 16x8 Q. Anne Let. to Buckingham in Ellis Orig. Lett. 
Ser, 1. III. 101 My kind Dog. .You doe verie well in lugging 
the Sowes eare [ Jas. I], and I . . would have yow doe so 
still upon condition that yow continue a watchfuu dog to 
him. X7ix Budgell Sped. No. 67 ? 9 An impudent young 
Dog hid the Fiddlers play a Dance called Mol. Fatley. 
1719 De Foe Crusoe 1. vi, I was an unfortunate dog. 1814 
L. Hunt Feast Poets 14 Poems (1832) 144 The dog had no 
industry. 1884 W. E. Norris Thirlby Hall ix, A sad dog. 
e. = Bull-dog 2. 

1847 Tennyson Princ. Prol. T13 He had climb’d across 
the spikes.. he had breath’d the Proctor’s dogs. . 

4 . Asiron. a. The name of two constellations, 
the Great and Little Dog {Cams Major and 
Minor ) situated near Orion ; also applied to their 
principal stars Sirius and Procyon : see Dog-star. 
b. The Hunting Dogs, a northern constellation 
{Canes Venatici) near the Great Bear. 

1552 Records Cast. Knowl. (1556) 268 Northe almost 
from this Dogge is ther a constellation of 2 only starres 
named Canicula, the lesser Dogge. 1577 B. Googe Heres - 
back’s Husk. 1. (1586) 210 b, The greate heate of the Sunne 
. .is most extreame at the rysyng of the lesser Dogge. xoxx 
Beaum. & Fl. Maid's Drag. iv. i, The burnt sur, when the 
Dog reigns. 17x8 Rowe tr. Lucan 428 I ill the hot Dog 
iufiames the Summer Skies. 1890 C. A. Young Uranogr. 

§ 41 Canes Venatici (The Hunting Dogs). These are the 
dogs with which Bootes is pursuing the Great Bear. 

5 . Applied, usually with distinctive prefix, to 

various anima's allied to, or in some respect re- 
sembling, the dog : _ . 

e. g. Burrowing dog, the Coyote or prairie-wolf, Cams 
latrans ; hunting-dog, a kind of hyena (see Hunting- 
dog) ; pouched dog, a da^yurine marsupial of 1 as mama, 
7'kylacinus cynocephalus , also called zebra-wolf j prairie- 
dog (also colloq. called simply dog in Western U. S.), a 
North American rodent (see Prairie-dog;. 

6. Short for Dogfish. 

1674 Ray Words, (Sea) Fishes 98 Picked Dogs, Catulus 
spinax. 1848 C. A. Johns Week at Lizard 241, 1 . .fished 
in five or six different spots, .there were 4 dogs’, as they are 
called, everywhere, .but nothing else. x86o Wood R ep tiles. 
Fishes, Insects 71 The destructive, .fish, .known by the 
names of. .Penny Dog, or Miller's Dog. x86x Couch Brit. 
Fishes I. 49 The Picked Dog is the smallest but far the 
most abundant of the British Sharks. 

7 . A name given to various mechanical devices, 
usually having or consisting of a tooth or claw, 
used for gripping or holding. Among these are : 

a. A clamp for supporting something (e.g. part of a build- 
ing), or fastening or holding it in place, t b. An instrument 
for extracting teeth (obs.). C. An implement for drawing 
poles out of the ground (see also Hop-dog), or for extracting 
roots of broom, furze, etc. (cf, Dogz». 6 b, and see broom-dog. 
Broom sb. 6). d. A grappling-iron for raising the monkey 
of a pile-driver, or clutching and withdrawing tools used ra 
well-boring or mining, e. A grappling-iron with a fang which 
clutches an object, as a log, barrel, etc. to be hoisted, or 
a log to be secured in position for sawing, f. pi. Nippers 
used in wire-drawing, g. At the Mint, a device consisting 
of two levers mounted on a small carriage running on 
wheels along the draw-bench, and so arranged as to con- 
stitute a pair of pincers which seize the fillet and draw it 
through the opening at the head of the draw -bench, hu One 
of * the converging set screws which establish the bed-tool 
of a punching-press in direct coincidence with the punch 
(Knight Diet. Mech.). i. A projection or tooth acting as 
a detent, e. g. in a lock *, a catch or click which engages the 
teeth of a ratchet-wheel, i. In a fire-arm = Dog-head 2 b 
[cf. F. chien, snaphaunce (Cotgr.) ; so It. cane {¥\ono), Sp. 
can (Minsheu)], k. A drag for the wheel of a vehicle. 1 . A 
clamp fastened to a piece suspended on the centres of a lathe, 
by which the rotation of the chuck or face-plate is imparted 
to the piece to be turned ’ (= Carrier i d). m. An adjust- 
able stop placed in a machine to change direction of motion. 
(Webster 1864.) n. Skip-building e= Dog-shore. (Smyth 
Sailor’s Word-bk.) O. ‘A lever used by blacksmiths m 
hooping cart-wheels’ (Jamieson 1825). P. A kind of spike 
used on railways for fastening flat-bottomed or bridge rails 
to the sleepers : = Dog-nail. q. An appliance for toasting 
bread, etc. : cf. Cat sb* 9, and see Brockett N. C. Gloss. 

a. 1458 Churchw. Acc. St. Andrews, East Cheap m Brit. 
Mag. XXXI. 249 To Barnard the Smyth for x doggs of 
Iryn for the Steple weying Ixx lb. 1552 Huloet, Dogge of 
yron to claspe a house from fletyng, retinaculum, trabalis 
claims uel hamus. 1649 Blithe Eng. Itnprov. Imprf 1653) 
2x2 As a Buttress to support it, and may be as serviceable 
as an Iron dog as many use. 1892 Law 1 tmes Rep. LXV. 
582/1 The posts of the gantry stand on planks, and are 

fixed thereto by iron dogs and dowels. 

b. x6xr Cotgr., Pelican . . a Snap, or Dog, the toole where- 
with Barbers pull out teeth. , . 

C. 1727 Bradley Fam. Did. s.v.. An instrument called 
a Dog for the more easy drawing the Poles out of the 
ground. 1893 C. A. Mollyson Parish of Fordoun xxv. 290 
The dbg, we presume, is still extant . . We will quote .. a 
description of the broom-dog. .‘It operates somewhat like 
a toothdrawer and eradicates the broom in an instant. 

d. 1747 Hooson Miner's Did. s.v. Boring, For drawing 
up the Rods, we have, .an Iron Instrument called a Bitch, 
and, for unscrewing them, two more we call Dogs. 

e . 5740 Dyche & Pardon, Dog . . also an utensil for 
coopers to carry large casks between two persons. *750 
Blanckley Nav. Expos. 51 Timber Doggs, Are drove into 
Timber for Horses to draw it about the Yard, or to the Saw- 

I pits. x8*5 Jamieson, Dogs, pieces of iron, having a zig-zag 
S form, for fixing a tree in the saw-pit. 1840 R. H. Dana 
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Bef. Mast xxtx. 915 One [block] hooked to the strap on the 
end of the steeve, and the other into a dog, fastened into 
one of the beams, 

g. 1859 AU. Tear Round No, 10. 039 This dog is a small 
thm carriage, travelling upon wheels over a bench, under 
which revolves aii endless chain. 1875 Ur/s Piet Arts 
III. 342 The chain. . in its onward motion drags the dog, and 
causes it to bite the, fillet and draw it through the opening. 

i. 1853 C. Tomlinson in Ur/s Diet. Arts 11 1 . 142 There 
is a dog or lever, .which catches into the top of the bolt, 
and thereby serves as an additional security against its 
being Forced back. 1837 Colquhoun Comp. Oarsman’s 

■ Guide 32 The dog, or catch, prevents its running down. 

j. c x66o Mo nekton Papers (1884) 36, I immediately.. 

■ clapt hold of the dog of the blunderbus. a 1684 Law Mem. 
(1818) 225 (Jam.) He lets fall the dog, the pistoll goes off. 

, 1846 . Arcimologia XXXI. 492 (D.) A contrivance . . for pro- 
' ducing fire by the friction of the grooved edges of a steel 
wheel. .against apiece of iron pyrites .. held in a cock or 
dog which pressed upon it. 

£ 179s Trans. Soc. Arts XIII. 255 This simple and 
useful contrivance, called here a Dog, or Wheel-Drag. 

I . 1833 J. Holland Manuf. Metal II. T34 A contrivance 
called the dog and driver, the former being a sort of clutch 
screwed upon the end of the work. 1884 F. J. Britten 
Watch. <5* Clockm. 168 A lathe furnished with dogs. 

O. 1735 Crt. Bk. Barony Urie (1892) 156 He saw the 
defenders throw a dogg at each other. 

P. 1883 Proc. PhUol. Soc. 21 Dec., Dog (spike used on 
railways), from form of head which resembles a dog’s. 1892 
Labour Commission Gloss., Dogs , a class of nails used for 
fastening down rails on sleepers. Each nail consists of a 
long spike, with ears on the side of the head, by means of 
which the nail may be wrenched up and re-used. 

8. One of a pair of iron or brass utensils placed 
one on each side of a fireplace to support burning 
wood ; = Andiron ; (more fully called fire-dogs . ); 
b. a similar support for a dog grate or stove ; e. a 
rest for the fire-irons. 

1596 Unton Invent. 5 One paire of dogges in the Chymly. 
a 1661 Fuller Worthies ix. (R.) t The iron doggs bear the 
burthen of the fuel, while the brazen-andirons stand only for 
state. 1663 Pkpys Diary 7 Sept., Buying several things at 
the ironmonger’s - dogs, tongs, and shovels. 1762 Franklin 
Remarks Wks. 1887 III, 184 The iron dogs, loggerhead, 
and iron pot were not hurt. 1862 H. Aide Carr of Carr * 
Ivon I. 140 The wood fire . . burnt cheerfully on great brass 
dogs upon the hearthstone. Mod. Irotifotwders' Catal 
Dog stoves . . fine polished brass dogs . . fire basket sloping 
forward at the top. Ibid., Fire Dogs,. All Brass. 

1 9 . An early kind of fire-arm. Obs. 

1549 Compl. Scot. vi. 41 Mak reddy gour cannons, .bersis, 
doggis, doubil bersis, hagbutis of croche. 1650 Art.Reddi- 
tion Edin, Castle , 28 short brasse munkeys alias dogs. 

10 . Name given to various atmospheric appear- 
ances. a. A luminous appearance near the horizon; 
also fog-dog , sea-dog. b. Sun-dog ; a luminous ap- 
pearance near the sun, a parhelion, e. Water- dog , 
a small dark floating cloud, indicating rain, . 

1825-80 Jamieson, Dog, Sea-dog, a name given by mariners 
to a meteor seen, immediately above the horizon, generally 
before sunrise, or after sunset.. viewed as a certain prog- 
nostic of the approach of bad weather. . If this be seen before 
sunrise, it is believed that las they express themselves) it 
will bark before night; if after sunset* that it will bark 
before morning . .The doghas no variety of colours, but is of a 
dusky white. 1847-78 Halliwell, Water-dogs, see Mares* - 
Tails. 1867 Smyth Sailor's , WordLk.. Stubo, .or Dogg, the 
lower part of a rainbow visible towards the horizon, and 
betokening squally weather. . On the banks of Newfound- 
kind they are considered precursors of clearer weather, and 
termed fog-dogs , 1869 Lonsdale Gloss. , Dog \ a partial 

rainbow. ‘A dog at night is the farmer’s delight.’ 1876 
Surrey Provhicialisms (E. D. S-), Water-dogs , dark clouds 
that seem to travel through the air by themselves, and 
indicate a storm. 185*2. W. Pike Barren Ground N. Canada 
97 Often a sun-dog is the first thing to appear, and more 
or less of these attendants accompany the sun during his 
short stay above the horizon. 

II . Name given to a copper coin used in some 
islands in the West Indies ; also to * a small silver 
coin 5 (Smyth) ; see also Black dog r. 

1797 W. Bullock in Naval Chron. X. 128 Negro money 
called stampees, or black dogs. x8xx Kelly Univ. Cambist 
(1835) I. 362 There, are here [Leeward Islands] small copper 
coins, called Stampes* Dogs, and Half Dogs. 1888 Star 
Feb. 1/4 Fees .. are paid in old Spanish dollars... and in 
‘dogs* or French, coppers struck in the reign of Louis 
XVI. for Cayenne. 

12 . Short for Dog-watch. 

■ 1893 Pemberton Iron Pirate 151 Towards the second bell 
in the second * dog ’ there Was a change. ’ 

1 13 . = Dog-chance, dog-throw at dice : see 18. 
1671 H.M. tr. Erasm. Colloq. 441 That the throw Cons 
was a lucky one, and the dog was unfortunate. 

XL Phrases and Proverbs. 

14 . To the dogs : to destruction or ruin ; as in 
to go, send, throw to the dogs . ’ So not to have a 
word to throw at a dog. 

*565-73 Cooper Thesaurus, Addicert aliquem canibus , to 
bequeath hym to dogs. 1600 Siiaks, A. Y. L. 1. iii. 3 Cel. 
Why Cosen, why Rosaline; Cupid haue mercie, Not a 
word? Bos. Notone to throw, at a dog. 1604 — Oth. iv. 
i. 147. X605 — Mack v. iii. 47- Throw Physicke to the 
Dogs, lie none of it. 1619 R. Harris Drunkards Cup 
Epist. A ij b, One is coloured, another is foxt, a third is 
gone to the dogs. X732 Pope Ep. Bathurst 66 Had Cole- 
pepper’s whole wealth been hops and hogs, Could he him- 
self have sent it to the dogs? X770 Foote La?ne Lover 11. 
Wks. 1799 I T. 78,. I should not have thought he had a word to 
throw to a. dog. . 1809 W. Irving Kmckerb. vn. iy. (1849)398 
He .. threw diplomacy to .the dogs. 1857 Hughes Tom 
Brown 1. vi, Rugby. , and the School-house are going to 
the dogs. 


% Every dog has his day\ see Da*- 15. To 
take a dog's leave ; see, Leave sb. Love me, love 
my dog : see Love v. A dog in the pot ; see Pot 
sb. The scalded dog fears cold water \ see Scalded. ; 
See also Black dog, Dog-in-th e^m an g er» 

15 . a. Fight dog, fight bear : see quots.^ f*b. A 
dog for {to) the bow, 4 a dog used in shooting ; such 
dogs, being well trained and obedient, were taken ; 
to typify humble or subservient people * (Davies): 
cf. Bow sb. 1 4 d. Obs. Q. To rain cats and dogs : : 
see Cat and dog 2 ; so to blow cats and dogs, d. 
To die like a dog , or to die a dog's death : i.e. a dis- 
graceful or miserable death, e. A hair of the dog , 
that bit you : formerly reputed a specific for the 
bite of a mad dog; hence allusively, esp. of more 
drink used to take off the effects of drunkenness. 

£ To help a {lame) dog over a stile : see quots. 
g. To lead a dog's life : i.e. a life of misery, or of 1 
miserable subserviency; so to lead a person a dog's 
life. ll. Give a dog an ill name and hang him : 
see quot. 1818. +i. To be old dog at (also to be 

dog at) : to be experienced in, or adept at. Obs. 
j. Dog on it : a form of imprecation ; see also 
Dog-gone. k. To wake a sleeping dog, i.e. some 
person or influence which is for the present quiet, 
but if aroused will create disturbance. So, Let a 
sleeping dog lie. 1 . Whose dog is dead ? also What 
dog is a hanging? What occasion is there for 
watching, or for excitement? what’s the matter? 
m. In many other proverbs and phrases. 

a. a 1642 Sir W. Monson Naval Tracts iii. (1704) 350/2 
You must fight according to the old Saying, Fight Dog, 
fight Bear; that is, till one be overcome. 1831 Scott Diary 
5 Mar., A resolution to keep myself clear of politics, and let 
them ‘fight dog, fight bear’. 

b. CX386 Chaucer Merck. T. 770 To Ianuarie he [Damian] 
gooth as lowe, As evere dide a dogge for the bo we. — Triads 
T. 71. 1430 Lydg. Chron. Troy, She was made as dogge 
for the bowe. 1542 U dall Erasm. Apoph. 223 a, He . . with 
lacke ofvitailles brought thosechop-logu.es or greate pratlers 
as lowe as dogge to the bow. 

0. 1738 [see Cat and dog 2]. 1766 P. Thicknesse Obser v. 
Customs French 106 It blows cats and dogs, as the sailors 
say. 1848 Col. Hawker Diary (1893) II. 292 It blew great 
guns and poured cats and dogs. 

d. 1529 Rastell Pastyme\\Zxx ) 57 He lyved lyke a lyon, 
and dyed lyke a dogge. 1607 Shaks. Timon 11. ii r 91 Thou 
wash whelpt a Dogge, and thou shalt famish a Dogges 
death. 1894 Fenn In A Ipine Valley I. 22 To die this dog’s 
death, out here under these mountains. 

e. 1546 J. Heywood Prov. (1867) 37, I pray the leat me 
and my felow haue A heare of the dog that bote us last 
night. x6ix Cotgr. s.v. Beste, Our Ale-knights often vse 
this phrase, and say, Giue vs a haire of the dog that last bit 
vs. [1760 R. Jones Treat. Canine Madness 204 The hair 
of the dog that gave the wound is advised as an application 
to the part injured.] 1840 Dickens Bam. Budge, iii, 
Drink again. Another hair of the dog that bit you, captain. 

f. 1546 J. Heywood Prov. (1867) 32 As good a deede, As 
it is to helpe a dogge ouer a style. 1638 Chillingw . Belig. 
Prot. 1. iii. § 33, I once knew a man out of curtesie, help 
a lame dog over a stile, and he for requitall bit him by the 
fingers. 1857 Kingsley Two V. Ago xxv , ‘I can.. help 
a lame dog over a stile’— (which was Mark’s phrase for 
doing a generous thing). 

g. x$. . Fox MSS. in Strype Eccl. Mem. III. xxi. 174 
Mr. Ford afterwai-ds had a dogs life among them. 1764 
Foote Mayor of G. 1. Wks. 170(3 1 . 173 She. .domineers like 
the devil : O Lord, I lead the life of a dog % 1861 Hughes 
Tom Brown at Oxf. x, They’ve been leading him a dogs 
life this year and more. 

h. [1730-6 Bailey (folio) s.v. Dog, He who would hang 
his Dog first gives out that he is mad.] x8x8 Hazlitt 
Table-t., Nicknames 173 Give a dog an ill name and hang 
him, is a proverb. A nickname is the heaviest stone that 
the devil can throw at a man. 1886 Miss Tytler Buried 
Diamonds xxxix, It is a case of give a dog an ill name and 
hang him, 

1. 1589 Nashs Almond for Parrat 5 b, Oh he Is olde 
dogge at expounding, and deade sure at a Cateqhisme. 
X59X Shaks. 'Two Gent. iv. iv. 14 To be, as it were, a dog at 
all things. x6ox — Twel. N. u. iii. 62, I am dogge at 
a Catch. 17x4 Gay What dye call it Prelim, sc. 5 Ah, Sir 
Roger, you are old Dog at these things. 

j. 1826 J. Wilson Noct. A mbr. Wks. 1855 I. 260 Dog 
on’t, ye wicked auld Lucifer, hoo your een sparkle as you 
touzie the clergy. 1872 C. King Mountain. Sierra Nev. 
v. xoi ‘Take that, dog-on-you !’ 

k. 1562 J. Heywood Prov. 4. Epigr. (1867) 132 It is ill 
wakyng of a sleapyng dogge. 1607 TopsELLSerpents (i6$S) 
658 It is good therefore if you have a Wife, that is . .unquiet 
and contentious, to let her alone, not to wake an angry Dog. 
1864 Carlyle Fredk. Gt. xi. ii, Friedrich is not the man to 
awaken Parliamentary sleeping-dogs. x886 H. Conway 
Living or Dead ? xiii, Better let sleeping dogs lie. 

l. 1634 Massinger Very Woman m. ii, Whose dog’s 
dead now That you observe these vigils? <11663 Little 
John a Begging viii. in Child Ballads v. No. 142. 189/1 
4 Why rings all these beljs ? What dog is a hanging ? ’ 

m. 1382 Wyclif Eccl. ix. 4 Betere is a quyc dogge thanne 
a leoun dead. 2388 — Prim. xxvi. n As a dogge that 
turneth a$en to his spuyng. 1526 Pilgr. Perf. ( W. de W. 
1531) 119 Whan _ we. .returne to our pryde & condicyons 
as y dogge to his vomyt. 1546 J. Heywood Prov. (1867) 64 
She will lie as fast as a dogge will Iicke a dishe. 1586 
B. Young Guazzo’s Civ. Conv . iv. 178 b, It is an olde pro- 
verbe, A staffe is sone found to beate a Dogge. X719 De Foe 
Crusoe n. \i, It would have made a dog laugh, 1841 Col. 
Hawker Diary { 1893) II. 2x0 We went to bed as tired as 
ffogs. (Cf. Dog-tired.] 1843 Ibid. II. 236 Old C — held, 
forth with along speech* lying as fast as a dog would trot. 
2857 Kingsley Two Y. Ago xxi, I feel his heart. There ’s 


lifein the olddog yet. 1858 Gray Lett. (1893) 439, I cannot 
promise any special instruction, and shall take no fee, 

4 Dog does not eat dog ’ is the saying, you know. 

• III. Combinations and attributive uses. 

16 . atirib. or as adj. Of, pertaining to, or relat- 
ing • to, a dog or dogs ; canine. 

X565 Harding in Jewel Def. Apol. (16 1%) 81 Would he 
not whet his dog eloquence vpon^ you? CX620 Fletcher 
& Mass. Trag. Barnavelt u. iv. in Bullen O. IT. II. 239 
Such a den of dog whelps. 1638 F eatly Strict. Lyndom. 
I. A iij b. Every where full of Caniua facundia, Dogg- 
eloquence. 1790 Bewick Hist. Quadrupeds (1824) >34 The 
Bull- Dog. . the fiercest of all dm Dog kind. 1879 H. Dal 
2 1 el Dis. Dogs (1893) 38 ‘Specifics’, .for all dog diseases 
1880 Dawkins Early Man iv. 87 In the upper Pleiocene 
period the. .dog family, .appear for the first time. Mod, The 
wolves, foxes, and jackals are members of the Dog Tribe. 

b. With names of some animals (esp, those 
of the dog kind): -Male (cf. 2); as in dog 
hound, hyaena, otter, puppy, tiger ; Dog-fox, Dog- 
wolf. Also humorously dog-cook man-cook. 

*555 Eden Decades 96 The dogge tyger cliaunsed fyrste 
into this pitfaul. 1687 Loud. Gaz . No. 2220/4 Lost lately at 
Newmarket,, an old Dog-Hound of His Majesties. 18x3 
Sporting Mag. XLI. 136 On Saturday ...was shot . . in the 
river Avon, a dog-otter, a 1841 T. Hook Man of many 
Friends (D.), A first-rate dog-cook and assistants, 1893 
Selous Trav. S.E, Africa 184 An old dog hyaena. 

17 . General Comb. : a. attributive, as dog-bite , 
-breed, - couple , - doctor , -feast, -flesh, - hospital , 
-leash, -licence, -life, -muzzle, -show, -soap, -tax, 
-tmeky - Whistle , etc. ; serving as food for dogs, as 
dog-bran, -cake, Dog-biscuit, etc. 

1726 Diet. Bust. etc. (ed. 3), * Dog-bite, see Biting of a 
Mad Dog. 1883 K. R. Lankester Adv. Science (1890) 115 
Two hundred and fifty persons have gone . ..to be treated 
for dog-bite, a x66x Holyday Juvenal 75 Thou might’st 
..on base *dog-bran feed. 1652 Siurley Sisters 1. i, 
Led Away in *dog-coup!es by rusty officers. 1647 R. 
Stapylton Juvenal 67 Thou maist..gnaw ^dog-crusts. 
1771 Smollett Humph. Cl. I. Let. i, A famous *dog-doctor 
was sent for. 1743 Bulkeley & Cummins Voy. S. Seas 80, 

1 was invited to a *Dog-Feast . . It was exceeding good 
Eating. 1854 Wood A him . Life ^133 Dog is considered 4 
delicacy. .There are several ways in which these dog-feasts 
are conducted. 1807 P. Gass Jrnl. 146 Some, .who prefer 
*dog-flesh to fish. 1889 Ruskin Prsetenta III. 55 Kept for 
a day or two in a *dog-hospital. 1609 Skene Beg. Map., 
Stat. Will. 12 He may follow his hounds within the Kings 
forest, as farre as he may cast his home or his *dogleisch. 
1704 N. N. tr.’ BoccalinIs Advt.fr. P amass. 1 . 25 A 
Gentleman that wanted a parcel of *Dog-muzzles. 1870 B. 
Clayton Dog-Keeper * s Guide 20 One of the first *dog-shows 
held in London. 1796 (title) The *Dog Tax, in Verse. 
1886 Encycl. Brit. XX. 201, 2 l‘he imposition of a dog-tax 
or licence. 1863 Kingsley Water Bab. i, I wish I were a 
keeper, .to. .have a real *dog-whistle at my button. 

fe. objective and obj. genitive, as dog-breaker (see 
Breaker 1 3), - breeder , -breeding, - fancier , - keeping * 
-lover, -owner, -owning, -seller, - skinner , * stealer , 
-stealing, 'pwas king-, see also Dog-keeper, -whipfer. 

X770 Genii. Mag. XL. 164 To punish the dog-stealer, or. 
the map charged with the crime of dog-stealing. 1845 
Zoologist III. 1009 Dog-fanciers have become practically, 
acquainted with these influences. 1848 Kingsley Saint's 
Trag. 1. i. 38 That a man shall keep his dog-breakers, and his 
horse-breakers, and his hawk-breakers, and never hire him 
a boy-breaker or two 1 1854 Wood Anim. Life 158 The 
whole body, of, quondam dog-owners. X889 G. Stables 
Kennel Comp. i. xo On dog-washing days. 

c. instrumental, parasynthetic, and similative, 
as dog-Utten, -drawn, -driven, -gnawn adjs. ; dog- 
eyed, -footed, ^hearted, -looked, -looking adjs. See 
also d below ; also Dog-faced, -headed, -legged.' 

x6ox Holland Pliny II. 363 A stone which a dog hath 
taken vp with his mouth and bitten, wil cause debate and 
dissention in the company where it is.. it is growne into 
a coifimon prouerbe..when we perceiue those that dwel in 
one house together to be . . at variance . . to say, You have 
a dog-bitten stone here among you. 1605 Shaks. Lear iv. 
iii. 47 His, own unkindness .. gave her dear rights To his 
dog-hearted daughters. 1699 R. L’Estrange Colloq. Erasm , 
(1711) 66 Out comes the Dog-looking grey-Beard again. 
1829 E. Elliott Village Patriarch 1. xiii, Legless soldier, 
borne In dog-drawn can a 1847 Eliza Cook Song of Spirit 
of Poverty in 3 A dog-gnawn bone. 

d. with -certain adjs. *= As ... as a dog ; thor- 
oughly, utterly ; extremely ; as dog asleep, -drunk, 
-hungry, -lame, -lean, -mad, -poor, -sick, -thick ( ~ 
intimate). See also Dog-cheap, -tiked, -weary. 

155a Huloet, Dogge leane, squallidus. 1579-80 North 
Plutarch 11676) 712 Cicero was dog-lean, a little eater. 
*599 H. Bu ttes Dyets drie Dinner O iv, He that saith, he is 
Dog-sicke, as sicke as a Dog ; meaneth a sicke Dog, doubt-; 
lesse. x6xx Cotgr., Dormer en transe, to be dog asleepe, 
to be in a deepe or dead sleepe. <2x625 Fletcher Hum. 
Lieutenant i. i, Would I were drunk dog-drunk, I might 
not feel this, c 1645 Howell Lett. (16501 ii. 47 Som of our 
preach men are grown dog mad. a x8xo Tannahill Poet. 
Wks. (1846) 90 Get dog-thick wi’ the parish priest. 1832 Scott 
Jrnl. Jan., I was dog-sick of the whole of it. 2889 BoLDREt 
wood Robbery under Arms ( 1890)59 When she [a mare] was 
dog-poor and hardly able to.drag herself along. 

e. in a contemptuous sense, = Bad, spurious, 
bastard; mongrel ; esp. in dog- Latin', so dog- 
Greek , dog{'s)-logic, dog-rime. 

i6ix Florio, Versaccij, dog-rimes, filthy verses, a 1625 
MS. BodL 30., 13a, To begge sir Tottipate’s applause in 
dogrime yerse. vjxx Swifi* Exam. No. 50 P 5 His skill 
in that part of, learning called dog’ s logic. X770 D,. Dal-, 
rymplk (Ld. Hailes) Am. Scot. Poems 243 (Jam.) The alter? 
nate lines are composed, of shreds of the breviary, mixed 
with what we call Dog- Latin, and the French, Latin de 
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citisirte . 1851 Thackeray* Eng. Hum. vi. (1863) 2851 * Nescio 
quid est materia cum me Sterne writes to one of his friends 
<in dog-Latin, and very sad dog-Latin too). 1884 F. Har- 
rison in iotk Cent Mar. 496 Agnostic is only dog-Greek 
for ‘don't know*. 

18 . Special Comb. a. f dog-ape, a dog-faced 
baboon (Dyce), Cykocephalus ; f dog-appetite, 
the disease Bulimy, or Canine appetite (but in 
'quot. distinguished from this ; dog-belt, in Coal- 
mining, a strong broad belt of leather, worn round 
the waist, for drawing dans or sledges in the work- 
ings ; f dog-chance ■» dog-throw ; dog-dance, a 
dance practised by American Indians dog-flaw, 
a burst of passion (Flaw sbA 2) ; + dog-flogger 
-Dog-whippeu; f dog-given a,, addicted to dogs: 
dog-grate, a detached fire-grate standing in a fire- 
place upon supports called dogs (see 8) ; dog- 
hanging, ‘a wedding feast at which money 
was collected for the bride ’ ( H alii well) ; dog- 
horse, a worn-out horse, fit only to be made into 
dog’s-meat; + dog-hnnger = dog-appetite ; dog- 
ill = Distemper sb. 1 4 c; dog-in-a-blanket, a 
rolled currant dumpling or jam pudding (colloq.) ; 
dog-iron = sense 8 ; 4 dog-killer, a person ap- 
pointed to kill dogs suspected of madness ; dog- 
lead, a line ; to lead a dog with; dog-leader, 
a servant in charge of dogs; diog- leaved 

a. rare — Dog’s-earkd ; so dog- leaving, vbl. sb. ; 
dog-line, a trace for fastening a dog to a sledge ; 
dog-madness =5= Canine rabies, hydrophobia; 
dog-man, a man' in charge of dogs; in quot. 
a 1 861 , a dealer in dog’s-meat ; dog-master ; 
dog-meat, dog’s flesh used as food ; dog-nap, a 
short nap taken while sitting (cf. cat-nap s.v. Cat 
sb. 1 18, also Dog-sleep) ; dog-nose vice (see 
quot.) ; dog-pole (see quot.) ; dog-power, the 
mechanical power exerted by a dog, as in turning 
a spit, or driving, a churn-dasher ; dog-rapper « 
Dog-whipper ; so dog rapping] dog-screw (see 
quot. and cf. Dog-nail) ; dog-sled, .-sledge, a 
sledge drawn by dogs, as in the Arctic regions; 
t dog-spasm * Cynic spasm ; dog-stopper Naut. 
(see quot. and Stopper) dog-stove * dog-grate ; 
dog-strop Naut. (see quot.) ; dog-tent, a small 
tent, so called from its likeness to a dog’s kennel ; 
dog-throw, the lowest or losing throw at dice (L. 
canis, canicula) ; dog- tongs (see quot.) ; dog- 
town (U.S.), a colony of prairie dogs (see 5); 
f dog-wheel, a vertical wheel turned by a dog 
inside as a motor. See also Dog-bolt, -box, -boy, 
-cart, etc. 

1600 Shaks. AL Y. L. 11. v. 28 If euer I tlianke any man, 
lie thanke you: but that they cal complement is like th* 
encounter of two *dog* Apes. 1615 Crooke Body cf Man 
169 In the disease called Boulimos, therejs hunger without 
appetite, and in the *Dog-appetite, there is appetite without 
hunger. 1842 Brande Diet. Sc., etc., * Dog-belt. 1613 T. 
Godwin Rom. Antiq. (1674) 112 The losing cast. Cams or 
Canicula, in English a * Dog-chance. 1671, H. M. tr. 
Erasm. Colloq. 441 , 1 always cast the unlucky dog-chances. 
1807 Pike Sources Mississ. (1810) 84 In the evening we were 
entertained with the calumet and *dog dance. 1854. Wood 
Anim. Life 134 There is the dog-dance, in which the liver 
of the dog is suspended to a pole. . The Indians, . commence 
a slow dance round the pole, a 1625 F leTcher Women 
Pleased m. iv, We would soon disburthen you Of that that 
breeds these fits, these *dog-flaws in ye. 1806 Ghurckw. 
Acc. St. Martin's, Leicester 5 July (1884) 228 P l Fewkes 
*Dog Floggeroxo o. c 1611 Chapman Iliad xi. 256 As a 
*dog-given hunter sets upon a brace of boars His white- 
tooth’d hounds. x88i G. T. Robinson Jn Art Jml.(CQnt), 
A grate with standards, which we still call a *dog-grate. 
1698 Vanbrugh AEsop iv. ii, Two blind stallions, besides 
pads, routs, and ^dog-horses, a 785 TV Bewick Waiting 
for Death in A. Dobson B. $ his Pupils ix. (1884) *55 He . . 
was Judged to be only fit for the dogs. However, one 
shilling and sixpence beyond the dog-horse price saved his 
life. 1598 Sylvester Du Bartas 11. i. 111. Furies 451 The 
*Dog-hunger, or the Bradypepsie. a 1680 Butler Rem., 
Miser ( 1759)11. 342 His greedy appetite to riches is but 4 
kind of doghunger that never digests what it devours. 1879 
H. Dalziel Dis. Dogs (1893) 41 Distemper is also known 
as the ‘ *dog-ill V 1867 Miss Yonge Six Cushions ix. 72 
The *dog-in-a-blanket making its appearance, Clara cut 
three beauteous slices, with spiral rings of black currant 
alternating with suet. 1883 Old Virginia Gentlem. in 
Macm. Mag., Brass *dog-irons of ponderous build. 16x4 
B. Jonson Barth. Fair 11. i, A worthy worshipful man 
who would take you now the habit of a porter, now of a 
carman, now of the ^dog-killer, in this month of August. 
1665 Ord. Ld. Mayor Lond^ Concern. Plague, That the 
Dogs be killed by the Dog-killers appointed. 1826 Scott 
Woods t xxix, Bevis, who was bred here when he was a 
*dog-leader, would not fly at him. 1823 Southey in Life 
(1849)1. 69 The thumbing and *dog-leaving. x886 W. J. 
Tucker E. Europe 137 Being more thumbed, *dog-leaved, 
and worn than the others. 1856 Kane A ret. Ex pi. I. xx. 
252 The leader of the party succeeded in patching up his 
mutilated *dog-lines. X7X5 J. Delacoste tr. Boerhave’s 
Aphop's ms 304 1 1 's called . . because mostly proceeding from 
the bite of Dogs, a *Dog-madness. 1789 W. Buchan Dam. 
M ed. (1 790) 477 The rabies canina , or dog madness, a 1861 
Mrs. Browning. Napoleon I IJ in Italy xv, Filch the *dog- 
man’s meat To feed the offspring of God. 1879 H. Dalziel 
Dis. Dogs ( 1 893) 9 It is an error of modern dog men to wean 
puppies too soon. 16x1 Barrey Ram Alley iv. i. in HazU 
Dodsley X. 346 When didyou see SirTheophrastus Slop,The 
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city *dog~master ? 1854 Wood Anhn. Life 134 Another 
feast, in which *dog-meat takes a prominent part. x86o W. 
Phillips Speeches (1863) 295 That sleepy crier of. a New 
Hampshire court, who was ever dreaming in his *dog- naps 
that the voice of judge or lawyer was a noisy interruption, 
and always woke shouting * Silence ! * 1874 Knight Diet. 
Mech.,*pog-nost>Vise\ 'LocA’sntiiking),z. hand-vise with long, 
slender, pointed jaws. Called also pig-nose vise. 1807 P. 
Gass Jrnl. 42 An old Indian camp, where we found some of 
their ‘*dog-poles. .the Indians fasten their dogs to them, and 
make them draw them from one camp to another loaded 
with skins and other articles. 1884 F. J. Britten Watch 
$ Clockm. 88 *Dog Screw, a screw with an eccentric head 
or with one side of the head taken off, used for attaching 
a watch movement to a dome case. X889 Pall Mail G. 

1 May s/3 An account of a recent *dog-sled trip in the 
North-West. 1856 Kane A ret. Expl. I. xvi. 185, I have 
been out with my * dog-sledge, inspecting the ice. 1615 
Crooke Body of Man 754 Those cbnuulsions which we 
call Cynicke or *Dogge-spasmes^ because by the con- 
traction of these, men are constrained to writh and grinne 
like Dogges. 1867 Smyth Sailor's Word-bk. s.v. Stopper 
of the Cable , * Dog-stopper, a strong rope clenched round 
the mainmast, and used on particular occasions to relieve 
and assist the preceding [i.e. the. stopper of the cable, or 
deck-stopper] when the ship rides in a heavy sea. x88i Miss 
Braddon AspA. vi. 71 Wide hearths and *dog-stoves. 1882 
Nares Seamanship (ed. 6) 43 The strop round the yard is 
called the *dog strop, and is a single strop. 1863 Kinglakb 
Crimea III. 181 The French soldiery were provided with 
what they called *dog-tents — tents not a yard high, but 
easily carried, and yielding shelter to soldiers creeping into 
them. x88o Lewis & Short Lat. Did., Canicula . . The 
worst throw with dice, the *dog throw. 1891 Rock 2 Oct. 4 
A very quaint exhibit . . consisting of 1 ^dog-tongs \ formerly 
used for expelling dogs from churches. 1873 Gd. Words 77 
They have often seen the rattlesnake come out of holes in 
a *dog-to wn, but have never seen any prairie dogs come out 
of the same hole. 1756 W. Toldervy Hist Two Orphans 
I, X07 A *dog-wheel, for roasting of meat. 

b. Combinations with dog's : Dog’s body, a 
sailor’s name for dried pease boiled in a cloth ; 
J* dog’s face, a term of abuse or reproach ; + dog’s 
game, game hunted with dogs ; f dog’s hunger— 
dog-hunger (see 18 a) ; dog’s-lug (A)zz//.) = Dog’s- 
ear sb. 2; dog’s sleep, dog’s trick, see Dog-sleep, 
Dog-trick. See also c and d below; also Dog V 

EAR, -LETTER, -MEAT, -NOSE, -TAIL, -TOOTH. 

1858 Gen. P. Thompson Audi Alt II. lxxviii. 33 What 
ungrateful sailors call by the harsh epithets of * junk’ and 
* Mog’s body \ 1676 Hobbes Iliad 1. 213 *Dogs-face, and 
Drunkard, Coward that thou art. x6xo Holland Camden's 
Brit. 1. 259 The Conqueror tooke away land both from God 
and men, to dedicate the same unto wild beasts and *Dogs- 
garne. 1631 R. H. Arraignm. Whole Creature viii. 58 
The disease cald the *Dogs hunger, alway eating but never 
satisfied. 1882 Nares Seamanship (ed. 6) 134 Pass in the 
leech from the yard-arms and *dog's-lug. 

c. In names of animals («) resembling dogs in 
some respect, or (b) infesting dogs : as dog-badger 
(see quot.) ; dog-bat, a species of bat having a 
head like a dog’s, found in Java; dog-flea, a 
species of flea (Pulex serraticeps) infesting dogs ; 
dog’s-guts, a name for the fish Narpodon ne- 
hereus, also called Bummalo ; dog- louse, a kind 
of louse which infests dogs; also = dog-tick ; dog- 
snapper, an American species of fish: see Snapper ; 
dog-tick, a tick of the genus Ixodes infesting 
dogs. See also Dog-bee, -pish, -ply, Dog’s- 
tongue. 

1741 Compl. Fam. Piece 11. i. 297 There are two Sorts of 
Badgers, viz. the *Dog-Badger, as resembling the Dog in 
his Feet ; and a Hog-Badger, as resembling a Hog in his 
cloven Hoofs. 1828 Stark Elem. Nat Hist. I. 66 Pier opus 
rostratus . .The *Dog bat of Java.. 1841 Penny Cycl. XIX. 
117/1 Other species . . have received . . the names of the 
species they attack, such as the *dog flea {Pulex Canis). 
1552 *Dog-louse [see dog-tick ]. 1755 Johnson, Doglonse, an 

insect that harbours on dogs. 1775 Romans Hist. Florida 
App. 52 The fish caught here.. are such as . . red, grey and 
black snappers, *dog snappers, mutton-fish. 1552 Huloet, 
*Dogge tyke or louse, ricimts . 1849 Johnston in Proc. 

Berw. Nat Club II. No. 7. 373 My specimens were 
taken from the pointer, and were sent to me as the dog tick. 

d. In names of plants (frequently denoting an 
inferior or worthless sort, or one unfit for human 
food): as f dog’s-apple, a name for the caper 
shrub or berry (pbsi)\ dog-blow, in Nova Scotia, 
the ox-eye daisy, Chrysanthemum Leucanthemum ; 
dog(’s) cabbage (see Cabbage sbS 2) ; dog’s 
camomile (see Camomile 1 b) ; + dog’s -caul 
(.-call), Dog’s Mercury ; dog-cherry, the fruit of 
Cornus sanguinea (Prior) == Dogberry 1 1 ; dog’s- 
chop, Mescnibryanthemum caninum ( Treas . 3 ot.)i 
t dog’s-cods, -millions, various species of Orchis 
= Dogstones (pbsi) ; dog-daisy, the common 
Daisy, Beilis perennis ; also in some localities, 
and now generally iq books, applied to the Ox-eye 
Daisy, Chrysanthemum Leucanthemum ; dog- 
hip, -hep [dial.), the fruit of the dog-rose; f dog’s 
leek, dog-leek, an old book-name for various 
bulbous plants ; dog-lichen, Peltidea canina (see 
quot J ; dog’s-mouth, the Snap-dragon ; dog(’s)- 
parsley, ALthusa Cynapium, also called Fool’s 
Parsley ; dog-poison = prec. ( Treas. Boti) ; dog- 
standard, -stander, a local name for Ragwort, 
Senecio Jacoboea dog - thistle (see Thistle) ; 
dogJs)-thorn «= Dog-rose ; dog(’s>wheat, a 
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species of couch-grass, Triticum caninum = Dog- 
grass. See also Dogberry, Dogwood, etc. 

1567 Maplet Gr. Forest 36 Capers . . of some it is called 
Doggues Bremhle, of other some *Doggues Apple. 1578 
Lyte Dodoens ii. xxx. i8,6 The second kmde is now called. . 
in English . .*Dogges Camomile. Ibid, l liv. 77 The wikle 
Mercury is called . . in English . .^Dogges Call. 1656 Earl 
Monm. Advt. fr. Parnass. 27 Mallows, Henbane, Dogs- 
caul, and other pernitious plants. X578 Lyte Dodoens n. Ivi. 
222 The first kinde is called . .in Latine . . Testiculm cam's , 
that is to say, *Dogges Cullions, or f Dogges coddes. 1847 
Halliwell, * Dog-daisy, the field daisy.. North. r888 
Sheffield Gloss., Dog-daisy , the common wild daisy, Beilis 
perennis. [So in Glossaries of Cumberland, Lonsdale, 
Whitby, etc.] 1894 Baking-Gould S. France 1 . 102 The 
meadows were white as with dog -daisies. 1833 G. Johnston 
Bat, East. Borders 75 Rosa canina , Dog-Rose Briar- 
Rose : the *Dog-hep. 1892 Northumberland Gtoss. x Dog- 
hips and cat-haws are commonly associated by children. 
1548 Turner Names of Herbes 21 Bulbine. .maye be called 
in englishe *"dogges Leike. Ibid. 57 Ornithigalum. .may be 
called dcgleke or dogges onion. 1578 Lyte Dodoens n. 
xlix. 209. i86x H. Macmili-\n Footnotes fr. Nat. 105 The 
common *dog-lichen {Peltidea canina). .was formerly em- 
ployed. ,as.a cure for hydrophobia (hence its specific name). 
1839 Phillips in Sat.. Mag. 18 May xoo/x It has. .received 
various names, as * Dog’s Mouth, Lion’s Snap, Toad's 
Mouth, and Snap-Dragon. x866 Treas. Sot . s.v. Parsley, 
*Dog’s P. sEthi.sa Cynapium. x868 Paxton Bot. Diet., 
Dog Parsley, c 1750 J. Nelson Irnt (18361 122, I do not 
fear the man that can kill me any more than 1 do him that 
can cut. down a *dog -standard. 1694 Westmacott Script. 
Herb. 29 There is a confusion of names in botanical authours 
about Brambles, Briars. .*Dog-thorri, &c. 1776 Withering 
Brit. Plants (1801) II. 174 Triticum caninum, * dog’s 
Wheat. Woods arid hedges. 

Dog* (dpg)> Pa* t. and pple. dogged (dpgd). 
[f. prec, sb.] . 

1 . trans. To follow like a dog ; to follow perti- 
naciously or closely; to pursue, track (a person, 
his footsteps, etc.), esp. with hostile intent. 

15x9 Horman Vulg. 256 Our ennemyes. .dogged vs at the 
backe [a tergo instabat]. i6ox Swaks. 2 wet N. in. ii. 8r, 
I haue dogg'd him like his murtherer. 1676 Wycherley 
PI. Dealer y. i, The Bayliffs dog’d us hither to the. very 
door. 1750 Johnson Rambler N o. 16 r 12 Eleven painters 
are now dogging me, for they know that he who can get 
my face first will make his fortune. 1834 Pringle Apr. 
Sk. viii. 257 A lion was . . dogging us through the bushes 
the whole way home. 1851 Dixon W. Penn xxix. ^1872)272 
Spies and informers dogged his footsteps, 
b. fig. Said of immaterial agencies. 

1593 Shaks. Rich. //, v. Hi. 139 Destruction straight shall 
dogge them at the heeles. 1634 Milton Counts 404, I fear 
the dread events that dog them both. 1795 Southey Joan 
of Arc v. J74 Famine dogs their footsteps, a 1859 Macaulay 
Hist Eng. (1861) V. 245 Envy such as dogged Montague 
through a long career. 

t c. To haunt (a place, etc.J. Obs. rare . 

1600 Dr. Dodypoll ill. v. (Bullen O. PL), My mistresse dogs 
the banket, and I dog her, 1602 Marston Antonio’s Rev. in. 
v, Assume disguise, and dog the court In fained habit, 

2 . intr. or absol.' To follow close. (In quot. 1694, 
To continue persistently or importunately.) 

1519 Horman Vulg. 265 They cam doggynge at the tayle 
of our hoste. 1694 R. L’Estrange Fables cv. (1714) 121 To 
lie Dogging at his Prayers so Much and so Long. 1807 
J. Moser in Spirit Pub. Jmts. X. 7 Should constables dog 
at our heels. 1837 Wheelwright tr. A ristophanes I, 6, I 
..will not hold my tongue. Unless you tell me, why on 
earth we’re dogging. 

3 . trans. To drive or chase with a dog or dogs; 
to set a clog on; Jig. to hound or drive into. 

.1591 Bottesford {Line.) Manor Rec. (MS.), Dogging beast 
vicinorum super communem pasturam. x6ox [see Dogging 
below]. 1794 T. Stone Agric. Luicolnsh. 62 [Sheep] being 
over-heated in being.. dogged to their confinement, 1840 
H. Ci.eeve in Jrnl. Agric. Sec. I. in. 298 Others have 
dogged the animal, and worried it to exhaustion. 1847 Bosh- 
nell C hr. Hurt 11. ii. (i86x) 264 He may dog his children 
possibly into some kind of conformity with his opinions. 

4 . To furnish or fill with dogs. ( nonce-use .) 

a x66x Fuller Worthies, Somerset (1811) II. 276 (D.)The 
ancient Romans, when first (instead of manning) they 
dogged their Capitol. 

5 . To act as a dog to, to guard as a dog. rare . 

1818 Milman Samor 1. 281 Ah generous King ! That sets 

the emaciate wolf to dog the flock ; The hawk to guard the 
... dovecote. 

8 . To fasten or secure by means of a dog (see 
Dug sb. 7 a, e) ; also intr. to penetrate with a dog. 

1591 in Glasscock Rec. St. M ichaeVs, Bp. §iortfardft 883) 
65, xiij li. of leade to dog the stones together of y steple 
windowe. 1879 Lumberman’ s Gaz. 15 Ocb, We can dog 
directly into the hardest knot in the heaviest timber and hold 
the log perfectly safe and true. 1886 G. W. Hotchkiss in 
Encycl. Brit XXL 345/2 When the log reached the carriage 
it was dogged, .by the simple movement of a lever. 

b. To extract or uproot with a dog (Dog 7 c). 

x6xo W. Folkingham Art of Survey 1. ix. 21 Why ones, 
Broome, &c.. . being, .rooted vp by dogging or grubbing. 

e. Naut . To fasten, as a rope, to a spar or cable 
in such a way that the parts bind on each other, so 
as to prevent slipping. 

1847 A. C. Key Recov. H.M.S. Gorgon 24 Another pur- 
chase was. .lashed round the sheerhead . . and its lower block 
was dogged on. _ 1867 Smyth Sailor’s Word-bk., Dogged , 
a mode of attaching a rope to a spar or cable, in contradis- 
tinction to racking, by which slipping is prevented ; half- 
hitched and end stopped back, is one mode. - 

f 7 . Oxford Univ. slang. (See quot., and Col- 
lector 4.) Obs. 

1726 Amherst Terrse Fit. xlii. 233 The collectors, .having 
it m their power to dispose of all the schools and days in 
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what manner they please .. great application is made to 
them for gracious days and good schools ; but especially to 
avoid being posted or dogged. Ibid., The first column and 
the last column., (which contain the names of those who are 
to come up the first day and the last day, and which is 
called posting and dogging) are esteemed very scandalous. 
8. If. S. slang. Used in imprecations (perhaps 
sometimes with a reference to sense 3). Cf. dog on 
it (Dog sb. 15 j\ Dog-gone. 

x86o Bartlett Diet. Anter., Dogged, a euphemistic oath ; 
as,* I’ll be dogged if I do it 1884 ‘ Mark Twain ' [Clemens] 
A dv. H. Finn i Farmer Amer.), Why, dog my cats ! there 
must have been a house-full o’ niggers in there every night. 
Hence Dogging vbl. sb. and ppl. a. 
x6ox Cornwallyes Ess. t, They are commonly hawking, 
or dogging fellowes. x6xx Cotgr., Espies , ambushes, way- 
layings .. treacherous dogging, of people. s688 R. L’Es- 
trange Brief Hist. Times n. A vj b, The Dogging of a 
Plot out at Length. 1894 Times 25 Aug. 3/1 Mr. Stuart- 
Wortley .. holds the balance evenly between ‘dogging* 
and driving. 

■f Dog, deformation of the word God, used in 
profane oaths. Obs. 

ci 550 Lusty Jimentus in Hazl. Dodsley II. 84 By dog's 
precious wounds, that was some whoreson villain. 

Dog, obs. form of Dawk: sb$ 

Dogal (d<?u*gal), a. [ad. It. dogate ducal ; in 
med.L. dogdlis.] Of or pertaining to a doge. 

1848 in Webster. Hence in mod. Diets. 

!l Dogana (dogana). [It.: see Divan and cf. 
DoUANifi.] A custom-house (in Italy). 

164s Evelyn Diary (1889) I. 202 We were conducted to 
the Dogana, where our portmanteaus were visited. 1650 
Howell Girafh's Rev. Naples 1. 22. 1828 [J. R. Best) 
Italy as it is 74. 

b. Customs, customs-duty, duty or impost. (In 
Italy and Spain.) 

3822 E. E. Williams in Dowden Life Shelley (1887) II. 495* 
1838 Prescott Ferd. <$• Is. (1846) III. x. 13 The dogana, an 
important duty levied on the flocks of the Capitanate. 

tl Bogare'ssa, [It., irreg. fem. of doge.] The 
wife of a doge. 

1820 Byron Mar. Faliero Pref., Towards one of her 
damsels, and not to the ‘ Dogaressa*. 1846 L. S. Costello 
Tour Venice 294 The fair Dogaressa of the Morosini. 
Dogate (ci^ug^t). [ad. F. dogal, Venet. dogato , 
f. doge ] The office or dignity of a doge ; dogeship. 

1727-51 Chambers Cycl. s.v. Doge, The dogate is elective. 
x88x Daily News 17 Sept. 3/3 The linen cap, or velo ducal, 
which Lewis Manin wore on the 12th May, 1797, the last 
day of his dogate and of the Republic of Venice. 
Dogbane : see Dog’s-bane. 

Dog-bee. 1 . A bumble bee or a drone. ? Obs. 

1530 Palsgr. 214/2 Doggebee, bourdon . 

2. ( A fly troublesome to dogs \ 

In recent Diets, 

Dogberry 1 (dp'gberi). [Dog 1 8 d.] 

1 . The ‘ berry ’ or drupe of the Wild Cornel or 
Dogwood, b. The shrub ; also Dogberry -tree. 

1551 Turner Herbal i. MjV The female is called of 
some doge berry tree : sume call it corn tree. 1719-30 tr. 
Tournefort' s Compl. Herb. 641 (Jod.) The common wild 
female cornus, called the dogwooa, or dogberry tree. 17 76 
Withering Brit. Plants (1801) II. 198 Cornus sanguinea , 
Dogberry tree, Hounds tree, Hounds berry, Prick wood. 
Prick timber. 1879 H. Dalziel Dis. Dogs 11893) 97 Among 
preventives of hydrophobia . . in vogue one time or another 
..leaves of the dog-berry tree. 

2 . Applied to other shrubs or trees, or their fruit, 
a. In Nova Scotia, a kind of mountain-ash, Pyrus 
americana ; in U.S. the Chokeberry, P. arbutifolia 
(Cent. Diet.), b. Applied locally in Britain to the 
Guelder Rose, the Bearberry, and the fruit of the 
Dog-rose. (Britten & Holland.) 

Bo’gberry % The name of a foolish constable 
in Shakspere’s Much Ado about Nothing ; thence, 
allusively, an ignorant consequential official 
Hence Bogherrydom, Dogberryism. 

1864 Miss Braddon Aur. Floyd xxxviii. (Farmer), The 
Dogberries of Doncaster, .were on the wrong scent. 1855- 
81 Hyde Clarke Diet., Dogberryism, 1883 Daily Tel. 
7 Dec., Is this firm government ? It seems to us Dog- 
berryism in excelsis. 1895 J. J. Raven Hist. Suffolk 206 
In defiance of Dogberrydom. 

DO'g-biscuit. Biscuit for feeding dogs. 

1858 Simmonds Diet. Trade , Dog-biscuit , coarse waste or 
broken biscuits sold for feeding dogs. 1870 Blaine Bncycl. 
Rural Sports § 1502 Dog-biscuits are continually advertised 
in the London papers. 1879 H. Dalziel Dis. Dogs 7. 

Dogbolt, dog-bolt (<V*gb<?uit). Also 5 -bolde. 
[Origin uncertain; possibly sense 1 is the original, 
but sense 2 is known 130 years earlier. 

(Johnson’s surmise ‘ Of this word I know not the meaning, 
unless it be, that when meal or flower is sifted or bolted to 
a certain degree, the coarser part is called dog bolt, or flower 
for dogs *, has no foundation.)] 

+ 1. Some kind of bolt or blunt-headed arrow ; 
perh. one of little value that might be shot at any 
dog. Obs . 

159a G. Harvey Pierce*s Super. 8 The dreadful engine 
of phrases instead of thunderboltes shooteth nothing but 
dogboltes and catboltes and the homeliest boltes of rude 
folly. 16x2 T. James Jesuits’ Downf. 16 Is not this a . . 
sacrilegious abuse of Gods . . benefits . . to make them dog- 
bolts in every bow, and shafts in every quiver, to draw out 
for the managing of any impious fact ? 

1 2 . Applied to a person as a term of contempt 
or reproach. Perh. orig. = * Mere tool to be put to 
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any use l or ‘ one at the command of another J ; but 
generally = * contemptible fellow, mean wretch’. 

2465 Marg. Paston in Poston Lett. No. 533 II. 240 Sir 
John Wyndefeld and other wurchepfull men ben mad but 
her dogge boides. 1579 U. Fcjlwell A rs Adulandt vm. 

I ij a, On mee attendeth simple Sir Iohn (a chaplayne . . ) who 
is made a doulte and dogbolt of euery serumge man. *5°4 
Lyly Campaspe (1632) G ix, [Granichus remarks] I hat 
Diogenes that dog should have Manes that dog-bolt, it 
grieveth nature and spiteth art. a 1619 Beaum. & r l. 
Wit without M. hi. i, To have your own turn served, and 
to your friend to be a dogbolt. 1690 Shadwell Am. btgot 
in. Wks. (1720) 267 Dog-bolt, to blast the honour of my mis- 
tress. [arch. 1823 Scott Peveril vii, I would not be such 
a dog-bolt as to go and betray the girl,] 

fb. attrib. Wi etched, contemptible. Obs. 

1580 Fulke Answers (1848) 212 He doth nothing, .but. . 
quarrel like a dogbolt lawyer. 1664 Butler Hud. a. 1. 40 
Now his dog-bolt Fortune was so low. 

8. ^=DoGjA7a. 

1824 Archaeologist XX. 555 (D.) The beams are. .fastened 
to the sides with bolts not unlike our dog-bolts. 

4 . The bolt of the cap-square over the trunnion 

of a gun. , , 

1867 Smyth Sailors Wd.-bk., Dog-bolt, a cap square bolt. 

Dog-box. a. A box for a dog to lie in. b. A 
compartment in a railway truck or van for con- 
veyingdogs: cf. Box -sb* 12 . 

1815 Sporting Mag. XLVI. 138 A mallard belonging to 
Mr. Tucker, .was observed to resort every evening to a dog- 
box in his yard. 1862 Emma Davenport Live Toys xiv, 
Shut up in a dog-box on the train. 

Dog-boy. A boy in charge of dogs; a hunts- 
man’s assistant. 

x6ia Davies Why Ireland, etc. (1747) *79 Hb dogges and 
Dog boyes. 1859 Jephson Brittany ix. 146 Three hounds, 
accompanied by a dog-boy. 

Dog-bramble. Also dog’s-. A name for 
various thorny shrubs : t a. {Dog's bramble) the 
caper-shrub, Capparis spinosa. fb. * Dog- 
bkier. c. A kind of currant, Ribes Cynosbati. 

1567 Maplet Gr. Forest 36 Capers .. called Doggues 
Bremble, of other some Doggues Apple. 1599 Minsheu Sp. 
Diet., Escaramujo, wilde eglantine, dogbramble. 1884 
Miller Plant -tt.. Bramble, Dog, Ribes Cynosbati. * 
t Dog-brier. Obs. [transl. of L. sentis canis , 
Gr. Kvvosftaros.] The wild brier. 

1530 Palsgr. 2x4/2 Dogge brere. 1565 73 Cooper The- 
saurus, Sentis cams , wilde Eglantine, or dogge bryer. 
1591 Percivall Sp. Diet., (farya perruna, dogge brier, 
Canis rubus. a 1682 Sir T. Browne Tracts 9 The Hipp- 
briar is also named K woo-pdrov, or the Dog-briar or Bramble. 
Dog-cart. 1. A small cart drawn by clogs. . 
x668 Pepys Diary 13 June, Walked. .through the city 
[Bristol].. No carts, it standing generally on vaults, only 
dog-carts. 1854 Illustr. Land. News 8 July 7/1 The dog- 
cart nuisance . . the use of carts drawn by dogs. 

2. A cart with a box under the seat for sports- 
men’s dogs; now, an open vehicle for ordinary 
driving, with two transverse seats back to back, 
the hinder of these originally made to shut up so 
as to form a box for dogs, 

1803 C. IC. Sharpe Lett. 33 July (1888) I. 178 His lordship 
..keeps horses and curricles and dogs and dog-carts, and 
gives dinners.. to all the rascality of Oxford. 1812 Miss 
Mitfqrd in L’Estrange Life (1870) I. 182 Our equipage, 
a most commodious dog-cart. x85i Romance Dull Life xni. 
98 The closed carriage being better than the dog-cart, for 
the weather had changed, and it was cold. 

Dog-cheap, adv. and pred. a. arch. [See Dog 
17 d and Cheap a. 6 .] Extremely cheap ; at a very 
low or contemptible price. 

1526 J. Rastell ioo Merry Tales Ixxv. (r866) 126, I wyl 
say you .ii. gospels for one grote, & that is dog chepe. 1587 
Holinshed Citron. Eng. 476 In these daies wool was dog- 
cheape. 1650 R. Stapylton Sir adds Lcnv C. Warns vu. 
77 The Souldiers carryed most of their Plunder to Antwerp, 
and sold it. .dogg-cheape. 1829 Scott Jriil. 2 June, They 
might., have the .. property for 4 16,000, which is dog cheap, 
b. Jig. Little esteemed ; in vile repute. 

1607 Dekker Knts. Confur. (1842) 38 Three thinges there 
[i.e. in Venice] dog-cheap, learning, poore mens sweat, and 
oathes. a 1846 Landor Imag. Conv. Wks. 1868 II. 33 
Trajan, .holds all the gods dog-cheap. 

Dog-collar. 

1 . A collar for a dog’s neck. 

1524 Ld. Treas. Acc. Scot, in Pitcairn Crim. Trials l. 
270 Hornis, leschis, and dog-collaris. 1580 Hollyband 
Treas. Fr. Tong, Vn collier qu'on met aits chiens. .a dog 
colier, 1673 in Rogers Agric. # Prices VL 604 Dog collar, 

2 . A name given to close-fitting collars worn by 
men and women. 

1883 E. C. G. Murray People I have Met 42 (Farmer) 
The dog-collar which rose above the black cloth was of 
spotless purity. 1890 Daily News 9 J une 9/x Another lady 
wore, .a dog collar of pearls and diamonds. 1894 Glasgow 
Her. 6 Dec., Dr. Donald Macleod. .[said that] he was first 
to introduce what was known as the ‘ dog collar * . . It was 
now recognised as the ecclesiastical collar. 

Dog-days, sb. pi. [tr. L. dies canicular es : 

see Canicular.] 

1 . The clays about the time of the heliacal rising 
of the Dog-star ; noted from ancient times as the 
hottest and most unwholesome period of the year. 

They have been variously calculated, as depending on the 
greater dog-star (Sirius) or the lesser dog-star (Procyon) ; 
on the heliacal, or (by some in modem times) the cosmical 
rising of either of these (both of which also differ in different 
latitudes) ; and as preceding, following, or both preceding 
and following, one of these epochs ; and their duration has 


been variously reckoned at from 30 to 54 days. In the 
latitude of Greenwich, the cosmical rising of Procyon now 
takes place about July 27, that of Sirius about Aug. n ; i n 
Mediterranean latitudes, the former is somewhat later, the 
latter earlier. The heliacal rising is some days later than 
the cosmical ; and all the phenomena now take place later 
in the year than in ancient times, owing to the precession 
of the equinoxes. Thus very different dates have been 
assigned for the dog-days, their beginning ranging from 
July 3 to Aug. 15. In current almanacs they are said 
to begin July 3 and end Aug. ix (i. e. to be the 40 days 
preceding the cosmical rising of Sirius). 

The name (Gr. Kut/ade$, Lat. dies canicu lares) arose 
from the pernicious qualities of the season being attributed 
to the ‘influence’ of the Dog-star; but it has long been 
popularly associated with the belief that at this season dogs 
are most apt to run mad ; see Canicular x, quot. 1601. 

1538 Elyot Diet., Canicula. . a sterre, vvherof canicular 
or dogge days be named Dies cauiculares. 1597-8 Bp. 
Hall Sat. iv. i. 138 My double draught may quench his 
dog daies rage. 1660 T. M. Hist. lndepend. iv. 52 For now 
(it being the Dog-dayes) the house grew so hot, that diverse 
members withdrew. 1712 E. Cooke Voy. S. Sea 397 Hotter 
in January, than Italy in the Dog-Days. 1842 Penny Cycl. 
XXII. 62 s.v. Sirius, Even at this day, when the heats of 
the latter part of the summer are excessive, we are gravely 
told that we are in the dog-days, 
b. Rarely in sing. 

1769 Ruffhead Life Pope 35 (L.) Is it necessary, to make 
a complaint of this kind consistent, that every day should 
be a dog day t 

2 . Jig. An evil time ; a period in which malignant 
influences prevail. 

ai$$$ Philpot Exam. Writ. (Parker Soc. ) 283 Neither 
that any giddy head in these dog-days might take an 
ensample by you to dissent from Christ's true church. 1629 
N. Carpenter Achitophel 1. 10 What then shall wee now 
expect in these dogge-dayes of the worlds declining age ? 
1835 I. Taylor Spir. Despot, vii. 306 During the dog-days 
of tne Romish spiritual despotism. 

3 . attrib. Dog-day : Of the dog-days. 

1719 Young Busiris 11. i, Like pois’nous vermin in a dog. 
day sun. 1807-8 W. Irving Salmag. (1824)223 Surely never 
was a town more subject to midsummer fancies and dog-day 
whim- whams. 1857 Thoreau Maine W. (1894) 315, 1 heard 
the dog-day locust here. 

Bogdom (dp*gdsm). humorous, [see -dom.] 
The domain or world of dogs ; dogs collectively. 

1854 Chamb. Jt nl. II. 280 A graduate in horse-management 
and dogdom. 1892 Pail Mall G. 11 Feb. 7/2 The Dog 
show, .bringing together 3,000 specimens of dogdom. 

tBogdrave, -dr awe. Obs. Some kind of 
sea-fish used for food ; ? cod. 

[1227 Rotuli Litter. Clausarum 20 Feb. II. 172 Naves pis- 
carias quae. . consueverunt ire ad piscariam de doggtdragh '.] 
1367 in Rogers Agric. <$• Prices (1866 1 II. 556 Dogdrave. 
14.. Voc. in Wr.-Wulcker 586/22 Gerra, a doggedraue. 
1858 Hist. Coldingham Priory 55 There are in the accounts 
..references to cod and ling, dog-draves and herrings. 

t Dog-draw, f orest Law. The act of ‘ draw- 
ing after’ or tracking venison illegally killed or 
wounded, by the scent of a dog led with the hand. 

1598 Manwood Lawes Forest xviii. § 9 (1615) 134 Dogge 
draw is, where any man hath stricken or wounded a wild 
beast, - and is found with a Hound or other Dogge drawing 
after him, to rccouer the same. 1708 J. Chamberlayne 
St. Gt. Brit. 1. in. vi. (1743) 186 The foresters may take and 
arrest a man, if he be taken either at Dog-draw, Stable- 
stand, Back-bear, or Bloodyhand. 

!l Doge (cl^ dg). [a. F. doge (monosyll.), ad. 
Venetian doge (disyll.), repr. an It. *doce = duce 
L. duc-em {dux) leader, duke.] The title of the 
chief magistrate in the formerly existing republics 
of Venice and Genoa. 

1549 Thomas Hist. Italie 77 a (Stanf.) They hauea Duke 
called after theyr maner, Doge. 1645 Evelyn Diary June 
(1889) l. 203 The Doge, .together with the Senat in their 
gownes, imbarked in their gloriously painted carved and 
gilded Bucentora. 1776-81 Gibbon Decl. fy F. lx. (R.J, The 
annual election of the twelve tribunes was superseded by 
the permanent election of a duke or doge. 1855 Browning 
Toccata of Galugpi' s ii, At Venice . . where the Doges used 
to wed the sea with rings. 

b. transf. and Jig v Applied to any chief magis- 
trate or leader. 

1836 J. Strange Germany in 1831 I. 65 This League., 
whose head Doge, the burgomaster of Lubeck, received the 
ambassadors of emperors and monarchs. 1863 Reade Hard 
Cash !. 10 Young Hardie was Doge of a studious clique. 

Hence Bo-gedom, the dominion of a doge ; the 
world of doges, doges collectively. Bo geless a., 
without a doge. Do'gesMp, the office or rank of 
a doge; the dignity or personality of a doge. 

X893 Marg. Symonds Doge’s Farm 225 All the potentates 
of the dogedom. 1818 Byron Ch. Har. iv. iv, The Dogeless 
city's vanish'd sway. 1677 Govt. Venice 181 In the Doge- 
ship of Renier Zen. .the Grand Council added four more to 
them. X821 Byron Foscari iv. i. 294 His Dogeship answer'd. 
Dog-ear, var. of Dog’ s-BAK. 

Dogeon, obs. form of Dudgeon. 

Dog-faced (dp*gf<?*st), a. Having a face like 
that of a dog ; esp. in Dog-faced Baboon = Cyno- 
GEPHALUS. (In quot. 1873, tr * ^ r * KW&mp.) 

1607 Topsell Fourf. Beasts (1658) 9 He describeth them 
to be black haird, Dog-faced, and like little men. *802 
Bingley Anim. Biog. (18x3' I. 77 The dog-faced baboon. 
1836-48 B. D. Walsh Aristoph., Knights 1. iii, Before a 
dog-faced monkey. 1873 Symonds Grk. Poets vii. 227 Those 
dog-faced, Fierce-eyed, infernal ministers, dread goddesses 1 

Dogfall, dog-fall. Wrestling. A fall in 
which both wrestlers touch the ground together. 
1828 Blackw. Mag. XXIII. too - It is. pronounced a dog- 
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fall or a draw. 1858 Hughes Scouring- White Horse vi. 

131 Both fell on their sides, and it was only a dog-fall. 

Also dogVfennel. [From its 
bad smell, and fennel-like leaves.] A name for 
Stinking Camomile, Anthemis Cotula. 

1523 Fitzherb. Husb. § 20 Doggefenell and mathes is 
bothe one, and. .beareth many white fioures, with a yelowe 
sede. 1578 Lyte Dodoens n. xxx. 186 The second kind, .is 
now called in English Mathers, Mayweede, Dogges 
Camomill, Stincking Camomill, and Dogge Fenell. 1885 
Harper's Mag. Apr. 702/2 There was no dock, nor dog- 
fennel, nor rag-weed. 

+ b. Also applied to Sulphur-wort, Peucedanum 
fahistre. Obs. 

1529 Crete Herball cccxxx. Svb, Peucedane is an herbe 
. ■called dogfenell or swyne fenell. 

Dog-fight. A fight between dogs. So Bog- 

fighting. 

? c 1475 Hunt. Hare 233 Sum seyd it was a beyr-beytyng, 
Sum seyd it was a dogg-feghttyng. a 1636 Bp. Hall Rem. 

61 (T.) To clap their hands, as boys are wont to do in dog- 
fights. 1670 Evelyn Diary 16 June, Cock-fighting, dog- 
fighting, beare and bull baiting. 1879 H. Spencer Data of 
Ethics xii. § 80. 2x5 It needs but to ask whether men who 
delight in dog-fights may be expected to appreciate Beet- 
hoven’s A delaida. 

Bo*g~flsli, dogfish. # 

1 . A name given to various small sharks of the 
families Squalid® ( Spinacidx), Galeorh inidse ( Car- 
chariid® ), and Scylliid® , or to the sharks of these 
families collectively ; esp. in Great Britain, the 
Large and Small Spotted Dogfish (Scy Ilium catulus , 

S. caniatla), and in New England, the Picked. 
Dogfish (Squalus acantkias). 

c 1475 Piet. Voc. in Wr.-Wiilcker 765 Hie canis, a doke- 
fyche. 1530 Palsgr. 2x4/2 Doggefysshe, chien de mer. 
167a Josselyn New Eng. Rarities 33 The Dogfish, a 
ravenous Fish. 1766 Pennant Zool. (1769) III. 77 The 
picked dogfish takes its name from a strong and sharp spine 
placed just before each of the back fins. 1861 Hulme tr. 
Moquin- Tandon 11. in. i. 108 Dr. Delattre has obtained it 
[shark-oil] from the. .Lesser spotted Dogfish. 

b. Applied also to the mud-fish ( Amia calva \ ; 
to the blaekfish (D alii a pectoralis ) ; to a kind of 
wrasse (Crenilab)us canimts ); and to the mud- 
puppy, a batrachian reptile ( Necturus maculatus \ 
2889 Farmer A mer., Dog-fish , the mud fish of Western 
waters. 

2 . fig. Applied opprobriously to persons. 

2589 Pappe vo. Hatchet B ij b, Whie are not the spawnes 
of such a dog-fish hangd? 1591 Shaks. i Hen. VI. 1. iv. 
J07 Puzel or Pussel, Dolphin or Dog-fish, Your hearts He 
stampe out with my Horses heeles. 1731 Swift Pultetiey 
Wks. 1755 IV. 1. 167 A pack of dog-fish had him in the wind. 
Hence Bog-fishing vbl. sb., fishing for dog-fish. 
2885 C. F. Holder Marvels Anim. Life 190 Everybody 
goes dog-fishing. 

Dog-fisher, an appellation given by Walton to 
the Otter (as a dog-like beast living on fish). 

(By a strange error, explained by Johnson as 1 A kind of 
fish ’ ; whence in subsequent dictionaries.) 

1668 Walton Comp! Angler (ed. 4) 49 The Otter devours 
much fish . . And I can tell you that this Dog-fisher, for so 
the Latins call him, can smell a fish in the water a hundred 
yards from him . . and that his stones are good against the 
falling sickness. 

Dog-fly. 

1 . An English rendering of Gr. Kvv&pvia ; which 
writers have tried to identify with British flies 
troublesome to dogs : see quots. 

14.. Metr. Voc. in Wr.-Wiilck er 625 Dogflye, ciniphex. 
1552 Huloet, Dogge five, cynomyia. 1610 Healey Si. 
Aug. Cjtie of God 753 Origen compareth the dogge- fly e 
vnto thir sect. 1631 R. Byfield Doctr. Sabb. x Such as 
are these Dog-flies, such are unquiet men. 1658 Rowland 
Moufet's Theat. his. 934 Kin'Oju.uTo, Musca canum , in 
English a Dog-fly.. Isidore, and Euthymius, and Philo, 
suppose it to be a Wood-fly, very irksome to the ears of 
Dogs. 1753 Chambers Cycl. Snpp., Dog-Fly, Cynomyia. . 
a species of fly common in woods and among bushes, and 
particularly troublesome to dogs, .It somewhat resembles 
the flat black fly so troublesome to cattle. 

2 . As a term of abuse [tr, Gr. Kvva/xvia]. 

c 2622 Chapman Iliad xxx. 366 [Mars to Minerva] Thou 
dog-fly, what's the cause Thou mak’st Gods fight thus ? 

Dog-fox. 

X. A male fox. (Cf, Dog sb. 2, 16 tO 
1576 Turbkrv, Venerie 183 The female of a foxe is called 
a bitche and he himselfe a doggefoxe. a 1659 Osborn 
Misc. Wks. (1673) 6x3 A Dog-Fox and an Ordinary Bitch 
will generate. 1749 Fielding Tom Jones x, vii, We have 
got the dog-fox, I warrant the bitch is not far off. 1880 
Times 2 Nov. 4/6 A full- brushed, high-conditioned dog-fox. 
b. Applied to a man. 

1606 Shaks. Tr. <$■ Cr. v. iv. 12 That same dog-fox Vlisses. 
2 . The name of certain small burrowing animals 
of the family Canid®, as the Cobsac, resembling 
both the dog and the fox. 

Dogfully, adv. humorous nonce -wd. [f. Dog 
sb., after manfully .] In a way worthy of a dog ; 
with the courage or persistency befitting a dog. 

*861 Frasers Mag. June 770 Still he [the terrier] buckles 
tohis work dogfully. 1880 P. Gillmore On Duty 299. 
Doggar, var. Dogger 3, ironstone. 

Dogged (dp'ged), a. (adv.) Also 5 dogget, 
doggid, doggyd(e, 6 Sc. doggit. [f. Dog sb. + 
-ed 2 : cf. Crabbed, which appears to be of about 
the same age.] 


1 . gen. a. Like a dog ; having the character or 
some characteristic, of a dog. b. Of or pertaining 
to a dog or dogs, canine. T Dogged appetite, 
hunger: ^Canire appetite, Bulimy ^4 (Now 
rare in gen. sense.) 

c 2440 Promp. Parv. 125/2 Doggyd, canimts. 2589 Pas- 
qmTs Ret. ro. This dogged generation, that is euer barking 
against the Moone. 2595 Shaks. John iv. iii. 249 Now for 
the bare-pickt bone of Maiesty, Doth dogged warre bristle 
his angry crest, And snarleth in the gentle eyes of peace. 
1608 Hieron 2nd Pt. Def. Reas. Refits. Subscript . 221 
That hunger which Phisitions cal the dogged appetite. 2658 
J. Jones Ovid's Ibis 594 Dianas guard the Tragic poet slew, 
So be thou torn by a watchful dogged crew. 1740 Pineda 
Sp. Diet. s. v. R, This Letter.. They call. .dogged, because 
it sounds like the Noise a Dog makes when he growls. 

2 . Having the bad qualities of a dog ; currish, 
fa. Ill-conditioned, malicious, crabbed, spiteful, 
perverse; cruel. (Of persons, their actions, etc.) 

a 2307 Pol. Songs (Camden) 299 The fals wolf stode behind ; 
He was doggid and ek felle. c 1400 Destr. Troy 10379 CF 
so dogget a dede. c 2440 Promp. Parv. 125/2 Doggyde, 
malycyowse, maliciosus , perversus , Hlasus. 2540 Morysine 
Vines' Introd. Wysd. Hviijb, It is a token of a dogged 
harte, to rejoyce in an other mans mysfortune. 1663 Butler 
Hud. 1. i. 632 Fortune unto them turn'd dogged. For they 
a sad Adventure met. 2684 Roxb. Ball. (1895) VIII, 40 
This dogged answer cut this poor soul to the heart. 

t b. transf. Of things: Awkward, * crabbed % 
difficult to deal with. Obs. 

1634 Sir T. Herbert Trav . 66 The most craggie, steepe, 
and dogged Hils in Persia. 1677 Yarr anton Eng. Improv. 
147 The Spanish [Iron] works tough, churlish and dogged. 

c. Ill-tempered, surly; sullen, morose. Now 
with some mixture of sense 3 : Having an air of 
sullen obstinacy. 

£•2400 Rom. Rose 4028 If Eialacoil he sweete and free, 
Dogged and felle thou shuldist be. 2593 Nashe Christ's T. 
55 There is vaine-glory in. .being Diogenicall and dogged. 
2667 Pepys Diary (1879) IV. 424 My wife in a dogged 
humour for my not dining at home. 2737 J. Rutty Diary 
5 Feb. in Boswell Johnson , Very dogged or snappish. 2852 
Mrs. Stowe Uncle Tom's C. xli, Legree. .looked in with 
a dogged air of affected carelessness, and turned away. 

3 . Having the persistency or tenacity characteristic 
of various breeds of dogs; obstinate, stubborn; 
pertinacious. (The current use.) 

2779 Johnson x Apr. in Boswell, [He commended one of 
the Dukes of Devonshire for] ‘a dogged veracity’. 2818 
Scott Rob Roy xxx, An air of stupid impenetrability, which 
might arise either from conscious innocence or from dogged 
resolution. 1833 Prescott Philip II, I. 11. viii. 229 The 
dogged tenacity with which he clung to his purposes. 2863 
Kingsley Water Bab. vii. (1878) 323 He was such a little 
dogged, hard, gnarly, foursquare brick of an English boy. 
2874 Blackie Self-Cult. 20 In this domain nothing is denied 
to a dogged pertinacity. 

4 . Comb., as + dogged-sprighted a ., having a 
4 dogged ’ or malicious spirit (obs.). 

1600 Rowlands Let. Humours Blood vii. 84 Enuie’s the 
fourth : a Deuill, dogged sprighted. 

B. as adv. 4 As a dog ’ ; very, extremely, colloq. 
or slang. (Cf. Dog sb. 1 7 d.) 

1819 Sporting Mag. IV. 272 He [a horse] was dogged 
4 rusty ’ when your man passed our house. 1847-78 Halli- 
well, Dogged, very ; excessive. Var. dial. 

Doggedly (dp-gedli), adv. [f. prec. + -LY 2.] 
In a dogged manner : see prec. 

+ 1 . Like a dog (in appearance or maimer). Obs. 
2392 Percivall Sp. Diet., Emperradamente , doggedly, 
Canino more. 1638 Sir T. Herbert Trav. (ed. 23 Seales 
as big as Lyons, and.. doggedly visaged. 
t 2 . Like a dog (in bad sense; ; currishly. *}* a. 
Cruelly, maliciously, spitefully. Obs. 

c 2380 Sir Fermnb. 1289 Doggedlich y schal hem grete. 
c 2400 Destr. Troy 1398 And ]?ou so doggetly has done in Jn 
derfe hate. 2589 Pappe w. Hatchet (1844) 39 Then ne 
concludes all dogged he. 2633 Heywood & Rowley Fort, 
by Land hi. Wks. 1874 VI. 398 We have used him so 
doggedly. 

b. Surlily, sullenly ; with sullen obstinacy. 

1683 Kennett tr. Erasm. on Folly 57 He would not fret, 
nor doggedly repine. 2780 Johnson Let. to Mrs. Thrale 23 
May, You cannot think how doggedly I left your house on 
Friday morning. 1838 Lytton Alice xoo ‘For my part, 
I shall resign said Lord Saxingham doggedly. 

3 . With the persistence of a dog; obstinately, 
stubbornly, pertinaciously. 

2773 Johnson 16 Aug. in Boswell, Nay. .a man may write 
at any time if he will set himself doggedly to it. 2807 
Southey Let. to Scott 8 Dec., It never does to sit down 
doggedly to correct. 2839-40 W. Irving Wolfert's R. (2855) 
209, 1.. studied on doggedly and incessantly. 1856 Froude 
Hist. Eng. (1858) II. vii. 203 He doggedly adhered to his 
assertions of his own innocence. 

Doggedness (d^rgednes). [f. as prec. + -ness.] 
The quality or condition of being dogged, 
fa. Malice, spitefulness, cruelty. Obs. 

2530 Palsgr. 214/2 Doggednesse, cruavltl. 1593 Nashe 
Christ's T. 4 Their disloyaltie and doggednesse. 1647 M. 
Hudson Div. Right Govt. 1. il 5 Hazaels. .fury and doged- 
nesse unto them. 

b. Ill temper, surliness, sullenness. Now, Sullen 
obstinacy ; pertinacity. (Cf. Dogged 2 c and 3.) 

2612 Cotgr., Rechignement , a powting, sullennesse, dog- 
gednesse. . 1647 Lilly Chr. Astral, clxxvi. 746 Inclinable 
to..solitarinesse, pertinacy, and what in the vulgar English 
we call doggednesse. 2770 Wesley Jml. 3 Feb. (1827) 
III. 376 He hides both his doggedness and his vanity. 
2824 Edin. Rev. XL. 85 A patient and persevering dogged- 
ness of understanding in contending with difficulties. 1877 


DOGGEREL. 


A. B. Edwards Up Nile v. 213 Our sailors, by dint of sheer 
doggedness, get us round the bad corner at last. ^ 

]&0§£g©r 1 (d^rgo-i). [‘Anglo- Fr. and ML. dog* 
gere ; also in Du, and LG. from c * Origin 
uncertain. 

The Du. word is evidently related to the obscure MDu. 
dogge, inphr. ten dogge varen to go to the cod-fishing; cf.also 
K hian, ‘ dogghe-boot cymba major'; Hexham, ‘ Dogge -boot. 
Great-bark \ Akin to dogge or dogger is the Icel. dugga in 
same sense ; with the statement cited by Vigfusson that thirty 
English fiski-dvggur came fishing about Iceland in 1413, cf. 
our quot. 2491 and the reference there given._ The Dogger- 
bank is generally supposed to be named either from this 
word or MDu. dogger trawler ; cf. Kilian, 'dogger funda, 
sacculus, reticulum'; Hexham, ‘ Dogger , Fisher’s Boat’; 
also 1 Sling or casting net, also SatchelT.’] 

1 . A two-masted fishing vessel with bluff bows, 
somewhat resembling a ketch, used in the North 
Sea deep sea fisheries ; formerly applied to English 
craft as well as those of other nations, but now 


practically restricted to Dutch fishing vessels 
(though out of use in Holland itself). 

In the 17th and 18th c. they frequently acted as privateers. 
1336 Act 31 Edw. Ill, m. c. 1 Tow 3 les niefs appelles 
Doggeres. 1491 Hen. VII. in Poston Lett. No. 922 III. 367 
That.. all the dogers of thos partes schuld have our licens 
to departe in the viage towardes Islond, as they have been 
accustommyd to do yerly in tyme passyd. 2366 R. 
Mighells in A. Suckling Suffolk (28471 Then there were 
thirteen or fourteen doggers belonging to the said town, and 
now but one. 1666 Lond. Gaz. No. 25/4 The Coast at 
Bridlington has not for 10 dayes been infested with any 
Capers, save onely one Dogger of 8 guns. 2680 Ibid. N o. 
2548/4 The Adventurers of the Royal Fishery, are now fitting 
out their Doggers from the River for the White^ Herring 
and Cod Fishings, c 1682 L Collins Making Salt Eng. 
iii The Dutch.. have out this Winter 220 Doggers. 1692 
Luttrell Brief Rel. (2857 ' H. 494 A French dogger was, 
brought in prize there. 1799 Sir H. Parker in Naval 
Chron. II. 347 Two Spanish doggers, sloop rigged. 1810 
Hull Rockingham 15 Dec. 2/1 The beautiful oak-built 
Dogger called the Rover. 1833 M. Scott Tom Cringle xv. 
(1859) 358 Like a clumsy dish-shaped Dutch dogger. 1867 
Smyth Sailor's Word-bk., Dogger, a Dutch smack of about 
150 tons. . principally used for fishing on the Dogger Bank, 
t 2 . One of the crew of a dogger *. degger-man . 
1533-4 Act 25 Hen. VIII, c. 4 Suche person or persones, as 
. .be doggers otherwyse callid Doggermen. 

3 . Short for Dogger Bank ; see 4. 

2887 E. J. Mather (title), Nor’ard of the Dogger. 

4 . Comb. a. In apposidon, as J dogger-boat, 
-caper, -pink, - privateer . b. similative, as dogger- 
built, -rigged adjs. C. Dogger Bank, + dogger- 
sands, name of a great bank or shoal in the North 
Sea ; dogger-fish sb.pl, fish taken by doggers or 
on the Dogger Bank; dogger-man, one of the 
crew of a dogger (see 2). 

1666 Lond. Gaz. No. 31/4 Some few Dogger boates plying 
about the *Dogger banks, whereof five labor to infest those 
parts. 1836 Yarrell Brit. Fishes (1859; I. 531 The Dogger 
Bank Cod. 1885 Ly ell’s Elem. Geol. vi. (ed . 4)81 That great 
shoal called the Dogger-bank, about sixty miles east of the 
coast of Northumberland, and occupying an area about as 
large as Wales, .in its shallower parts is less than forty feet 
under water. 2662 J. Smith England's Improv. Rev. 252 
The Hollanders fishing for Herring, Ling, and Cod, with 
Busses and * Dogger-boats. 1680 Lond. Gaz. No. 1526/4 
Pink, *Dogger built. 1703 Ibid. No. 3889/4 A *Dogger 
Caper, of 4 Guns and 45 Men, belonging to Ostend. 2356 
Act 32 Edw. Ill, iii. c. 2 Assiz sur le pesson de *Doggere- 
fissh & lochefissh. 2607 Cowell Interpr., Doggerfisk.. 
seemeth to be fish brought in those ships to Blackeney 
haven. 2703 Lond. Gaz. No. 3939/3 A *Dogger Pink, of 
about 150 Tuns. 2745 Vernon in Naval Chron. IX. 191 
A . . ^dogger privateer has been taken. 2805 Mitchell Ibid. 
XIII. 403 The, .Privateer Orestes, *Dogger rigged. 2663 
Lond. Gaz. No. 9/2 They saw not one Man of War, but 
within the *Dogger-sands about twelve Dogger-Boats. 


’Do'ggev 2 . rare. One who dogs : see Dog v. i. 

26x1 Cotgr., Espie , a spie . . obseruer, dogger of people. 

Dogger 3 (d^rgai). Also 8 Sc. -ar. [local term 
of uncertain origin, perh. a deriv. of Dog.] 

1. dial. A kind of ironstone, commonly found in 
globular concretions ; a nodule of this; =• Cat- 
head 2 . 


2670 W. Simpson Hydro! Ess. 63 A mine, in colour much 
resembling that of alom . . usually called by them Doggers, 
or Cats-heads. 2737 Walker in Phil. Trans. L. 145 Another 
fossil of a brown colour. . called by the miners dogger ; a thin 
seam of which often lies in the midst of the coal. 2793 Ure 
Hist. Rutherglen 253 (Jam.) The most uncommon variety 
of till .. is incumbent on a coarse iron-stone, or doggar. 
2876 Whitby Gloss., Scar-doggers . .the stone nodules in the 
alum rock burnt for making Roman cement. 

2 . Geol. A sandy ironstone of the Lower Oolite ; 
applied to part of the Jurassic series. 

Dogger-series, the series of strata resting upon the Alum 
Shale (Upper Lias), containing the dogger. 

2822 G. Young Geol. Sum. Yorksh. (1828) 126 This, .seam 
is only a few feet above the dogger. 2885 LyelVs Elem. 
Geol. xx. 322 In North-Western Germany.. The Dogger, or 
Brown Jura, has dark-coloured clays and ironstones . . it 
corresponds to the Lower Oolite. 

Doggerel (d^garel), doggrel (d^grel), a. and 
sb. Also 4 dogerel, 5-7 -ell, 6-7 doggerell, 
doggrell, 6-9 dogrell, 7-8 doggril, 8 dogreL 
[Origin unknown; but cf. Dog 17 e.] 

A. adj. An epithet applied to comic or burlesque 
verse, usually of irregular rhythm ; or to mean, 
trivial, or undignified verse. 

£1386 Chaucer Melib. Prol. 7 Now swich a Rym the 
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deuel I biteche This may wel be Rym dogerel quod he, 
1494 Fabyan Chron. vh. 294 For' though e I shulde all day 
tell Or chat with my ryme dogerell. 1526, Skelton Magiiyf. 
413 In bastarde ryme after the doggrell gyse. 1589 Putten- 
ham Eng. Poesie 11. iv. (Arb.) 89 A rymer that will be tyed 
to no rules at all.. such maner of Poesie is called in our 
vulgar, ryme dogrell. 1630 J. Taylor (Water P.) Dogge of 
Warre Whs. 11. 226/1 In doggrell Rimes my Lines are writ 
As for a Dogge I thought it fit. 1711 Addison Sped. No. 
60 f xx The double Rhymes, which are used in Doggerel 
Poetry. 1789 Belsham Ess. I. xii. 233 The vile doggrel 
translation of Hobbes. 1868 Stanley Wesfm. Abb. v. 397 
The doggrel epitaphs which were hung over 'the royal tombs, 
b. transf. Bastard, burlesque. - 

1550 Bale Apol. 93 (R. J The diitinite dogerell of that 
dronken papist Johan E'ckius. 1873 G. C. Davies Mount. 
% Mere xix. 177 A doggrel form of prayer. 

B. sb. Doggerel verse ; burlesque poetry ofirre- 
gular rhythm ; bad or trivial verse. 

1630 Thicker of Purvey Ep. Ded. 5 Clownes [have here] 
plaine dunstable dogrell, for them to laugh at. 1710 Addison 
Whig Exam. No. 1P14 He has a happy talent at doggrel. 
1880 L. Stephen Pope iii.71 Chapman, .sins.. by constantly 
indulging in sheer doggerel. 

b. A piece of doggerel ; a doggerel poem. 

1857 0 . A. Brownson Convert Wks. V. 120 The elec- 
tioneering campaign of 1840, carried on by doggerels [etc.]. 
1892 Anne Ritchie Pec. Tennyson, etc. \u. vii. 216 A dog- 
gerel always had a curious fascination for him [Browning]. 

Hence Bo^g^e^el v., -ize v t , intr. to compose 
doggerel ; tram,, to turn into doggerel; Bo g- 
g*(e)reler, -1st, -laser, a writer of doggerel ; Do g- 
gfe^relism, a doggerel mariner of writing.’ 

1680 R. L’Estrange Anew. Litter Libels 9 His Ranging 
of them Together is a kinde of a Doggrilism. 1732 Genii. 
Instructed ($< 1 . 10) 43 (D.) Were I disposed to doggrel it, 

I would only gloss upon that text, 1817 Monthly Mag. 
XLIII. 421 The Scotch doggerelist. 1821 Blackw. Mag. 
X. 388 The Atys, which .. Mr. Lambe, has so cruelly dog- 
greuzed. 1822 Ibid. XI. 363 These dabbling doggrelers. 
1832 Southey Lett. (1856) IV. 259 Some true doggrelizers. 
1850 Reade Chr. Johnstone vi. (1853) 65 He had been 
doggrell ing when he ought to have been daubing. 

Doggery* (d^-gori) , [f. Dog sb. +..-»« y.] 

f 1. Foul or obscene language. Obsr 0 

1611 Cotgr., Cagnesque, Parler cagn., to speake doggerie. 

2. Dog-like behaviour or practice ; mean and 
contemptible action ; mischievous doings. 

1844 W. M. Macmillan Lett. (18931 103 Evasive doggeries 
of every kind. 1886 T. Hardy Mayor Casterbr. xiii, ‘ Such 
doggery as there was in them ancient days/ 

3. A company of dogs, dogs collectively, b. 
Used by Carlyle to represent F. canaille . 

1843 Carlyle Past 4* Pr. iv. vii. ad fin., Doggeries never 
so diplomaed, bepuflfed, gas-lighted, continue Doggeries, 
and must take the fate of such. 1862 — Fredk. Gt. x. ii. 
(1865* III. 222 As ugly a Doggery (‘ inf awe Canaille * he 
might well reckon them), as has, before or since, infested 
the path of a man. 1869 Pall Mall G. 8 Oct. 11 With all the 
rabble doggery of the country after him. 

4 . U. S. {vulgar). A low drinking saloon. 

i860 Bartlett Diet. Amer,, Doggery, a low drinking- 
house. West and South. [Now prevalent throughout the 
Union (Fanner).] 1863 Holland Lett. Joneses i. 15 To 
fill Jonesville with doggeries and loafers. 

Boggess (dirges). humorous, [f. Dog sb. + 
-ES8.J A female dog, a bitch. Also Jig. 

1748 Richardson Clarissa (1811) VII. 131 Pretty dogs 
and doggesses to quarrel and bark at me. 1863 Miss Power 
Arab. Days 4- N. 287 Said Pacha, determined riot to give in 
to an unbelieving doggess . . refused to allow the terrified 
child to be removed. 1885 R. F. Burton Arab. fits. I. 93 
note , Five, including the two doggesses. 

hogget, obs. f. of Docket. Doggie see Doggy. 
Bogginess { d£>’gines). [f, Doggy a . + -ness.] 
The quality of being 1 doggy ’ : see Doggy a. 

1865 Masson Pec. Brit. Philos. 388 An inherent dogginess 
or earvvigginess. 1882 Miss Braddon Mt. Royal III, vi. 

1 17 The St. Aubyn girls, .finding him a kindred spirit in 
horseyness and doggyness. 1884 Sat. Rev. 2 6 J an. in. 

Doggish, (dfrgifb a ‘ [f* Dog + -ISH,] 

1. Of the nature of, pertaining to, or resembling 
a dog ; canine. 

Doggish appetite, a ravenous or insatiable appetite (see 
dog-appetite s.v. Dog sb. 18 a), f Doggish letter (Minsheu, 
Span. Gram.%) ~ Dog's letter. 

1530 Palsgr. 310/2 Doggysshe, of the condycions or of the 
nature of a dogge, chienin. a 1619 Fotherby Atheom. 1. 
xv. § 2 (1622) 156 Hee was taken, .with a doggish Appetite, 
which called for meat almost euery moment. 1684 Bunyan 
Pilgr, 11. 29 To do to them what his Dogish nature would 
prompt him to. 1814 Gary Dante, inferno xxxii. 70 Visages 
. .shap'd into a doggish grin. 1874 Trollope Lady Anna • 
vii, The .. doggish love of fighting prevailed in the man. 

2. Having or indicating a dog-like disposition or 
character, currish; malicious, spiteful, ill-natured; 
snappish, snarling, cynical. (Now rare.) 

ctqoo Beryb 181 The frere, Howe he lowrith vndir his 
hood with a doggissh ey ? a 1420 Wyclifs Ecclus. xiii. 22 
ntarg. (MS. Cott. Claud. E 11) A doggische man, and siche 
is a chidere, and a wrathful man, and a glotoun. a 153 6 
Tindale Exp. Matt. To Rdr. Wks. II. 10 Cruel and doggish 
hypocrites. 1553 T. Wilson Rket. (1 567) 77 a note, Diogenes 
doggish aunswer in despit of women. 1579 J. Jones 
Present. Bodie <$- Soule 1. ii. 22 The doggish Philosopher 
Demetrius. 1672 Eachard Hobbs’ s State Nat. 31 That All 
Men by nature were doggish, spightful and treacherous. 
1863 Sala Capt. Dangerous II. tv, 133 You may cry Haro 
upon me for a Cynic or Doggish philosopher, 
t b. Brutish, bestial, sensual. Obs. 

*594 T, B. La Primaud. Fr . Acad. n. 388 These doggish 
epicures and ( atheists. 1610 Rowlands Martin Mark-all 
27 Dissolute in behauiour, Apish, doggish, and Swinish. 


Hence Bo-ggisMy adv . ; • Do'ggisliness. 

157 6 Fleming Pampl. Epist. 319, I am ; troubled, .and 
doggishly dealt withal?. 1593 Babington Com/. Notes Gen. 
xxix. § 3 Doggishnesse and eurrishnesse graceth neither 
Countrie nor people. 1866 Howells P r enet. Life vii. 1 13 AH 
abuse begins and ends with the attribute of doggishness, 
Bog-gone (dfgg^-n). U.S. slattg. Also dog on. 
[Generally taken as a deformation of the profane 
God damn : cf. dang, darn. But some think the 
original form was dog on it - to be compared with 
pox on it l etc. ; cf. Dog 15 j.] 

A. vb. Used imperatively as an imprecation, or 
exclamation of impatience or the like : * hang I 

1831 Mayne Reid Scalp Hunt, xxi, * Dog-gone it, man 1 
make haste then!’ 1892 Nation (N. Y.) 21 Apr, 303/3, 
I think ‘Dog gone it * is simply ‘Dog on it’. 

B. adj. or pa. p pie. - C. 

1831 Mayne Reid Scalp Hunt . vii, * I'm dog-gone, Jim % 
replied the hunter, a i860 Southern Sketches 33 (Bartlett) 
No, says f, I won t do no sichdogon thing. 1891 H. Herman 
His Angel 188 He ain’t quite a dog-gone fool. 

C. Dog-goned adj. or pa. pple . ; also dog- 
gauned, dog-gond, ‘ confounded *, ‘darned’. 

a i860 T. H. Gladstone Englishm . in Kansas 46 (Bartlett) 
If there’s a dog-goned abolitionist aboard this boat, I should 
like to see him. 1861 Lowell Biglow P. Poems 1890 II. 23. 
1876 Besant & Rice Gold. Butterfly Prol. i. 1879 Pourgevs 
Pool's Err. (1883)672 I’ll -be dog-goned if I know what I do 
believe. 

Dog-grass, dog’s-grass. 

1 . A name for Couch-grass, 7 'riUcum refers, and 
for the allied T. caninum, reputed to be eaten by 
dogs to produce vomiting. (Cf. Holland, j P liny.) 

1597 GeraRde Herbal 1, xvii. §1. 21 The common. .Dogs 
grasse or Couch grasse. 1712 tr. Pontet's Hist. Drugs I. 52 
The Dog grass or Quick grass. 1816 F. Vanderstraeten 
Impr. Agric. p. xv, Quitch or dog-grass. 

2 , A local name for Dog’s-tail grass, Cynosurus. 

<11825 Fokby Voc.E. Anglia, Dog/s-gi'ass, the common 

cynosurus cristatus, 1878 Britten & Holland Plant-n., 
Dog’s Grass, Cynosurus cristatus., Hants. ; Norf ; . S uss. 

Doggrel: see Doggerel. 

Doggy, doggie (d^gi), sb. [-Y, dim. suffix.] 

1. Amtledog; a pet name for a dog. 

1825 J. Neal Bro. Jonathan L 397 Poor doggy. 1889 
Ruskin Prseterita III. 55 The poor little, .wistfully gazing 
doggie was tenderly put in a pretty basket, 

2 . Coalmining \ colloq!) A man employed by the 
Butty (q.v.) to superintend the -workmen in^ a mine. 

1845 Disraeli > Sybil (1863) 116 A Butty in the mining 
districts is a middleman, a Doggy is his manager, i860 
W. White All round Wrekin 253 The butty .. employs a 
subordinate whose title is doggy. 1873 Daily News 27 
Feb. 3/6 The pit was examined in the usual way by the 
doggy. 

Doggy (kty'gi), a. [f. Dog sb. + -y. (Cf. horsy, j] 
fl. Having the bad qualities of a dog; mali- 
cious, spiteful ; vile, contemptible. Obs. 

1388 Wyclif i Chron. Prol., My baebiters . . gnawen me 
with adoggi tooth [1382 dogge tothe]. 1583 Stanyhurst 
AEneis 1, (Arb.) 22 Pack hence doggye rakhels. 

2 . Of, pertaining to, or characteristic of a dog, 

1869 Echo 3 J une, Beasts without one doggy feeling. 1886 

J. K. Jerome Idle Thoughts (1889) 92 The animal, whose 
frank, doggy nature has been warped. 

3 . Addicted to or conversant with dogs. 

1859 Payn Foster Brothers xvi. 277 Others, .associate with 
boating men . . with even doggy men. 1882 Miss Br addon 
Mt. Royal III. vi. 102 Country people, with loud voices, 
horsey, and doggy, and horticultural. 

Dogh, obs. form of Dough, Dow v\ 
Dog-head. (See also Dog’s-he ad.) 

+ 1 . A kind of ape with a head like a dog’s ; the 
Dog-faced Baboon, or Cynocephalus. Obs. 

1607 Topsell Four-f. Beasts (16581 8 Cynocephales, are 
a kind of Apes, whose_ heads are like Dogs . .wherefore Gaza 
translateth them Canicipites, (to wit) dog-headsl 
2 . a. The head of a nail or spike formed by a 
rectangularly projecting shoulder. (Cf. Dog-nail.) 

1793 Sm eaton Edy stone L. Plate xii, Bars in the angles. . 
whose dog-heads lay hold of the base of the iron work 
b. Part of the lock of a gun ; the hammer. 
x8xa Sporting Mag. XXXIX. 63 A piece of steel kept firm 
by the screw of the doghead. 18x4 Scott War>. xxx. 
1895 A. Paterson Man of his Word 146 Kirk had taken a 
loaded rifle .. and drawn the dog-head back to the full. 

Dog-headed, Plaving a dog’s head, or a 
head like that of a dog. 

1587 Golding De Mornay viii. 105 What is to be said of 
Plinie with his Dogheaded men ? 1834 M l -M urtrie Cuviers 
Anim. Kingd. 46 The Dog-headed Monkeys, .have an elon- 
gated muzzle truncated at the end. 1877 C. Geikie Christ 
(1879) 47 The barking, dog-headed Anubis. 

Dog-hole. A hole fit for a dog; a vile or mean 
dwelling or place, unfit for human habitation. 

1579 Gosson Sch. Abuse (Ark) 16 The Schoole which 
I builde is narrowe, and at the first blushe appeareth but 
a doggehole. x6oi Shaks. Alls Well n. iii. 292 France is 
a dog-hole, and it no more merits, The tread of a mans foot. 
1726 Swift Epist. Corr. Wks. 1841 II. 586 You all live in 
a wretched dirty doghole and prison. 18x5 Simond Tour 
Gt. Brit. I. 324 The goblin cave was a mere dog-hole. 

Boghood (d^ •grind), [f. Dog sb., after man - 
hood.\ The condition or nature of a dog ; the race 
of dogs, dogs collectively. 

1647 Trapp Comm.R om. xii. 17 The world calls it [revenge] 
manhood, it is doghood rather. 1876 Geo. Eliot Dan. Der. 
vi. xliv, A lap-dog would be necessarily at a loss in framing 
to itself the motives arid adventures of doghood at large. 


Dog-hook. 

1 1 . A hook used for leading a dbg. Obs. 

157* Bk. Revels in Malone Shaks. ^1821) III. 369 Money 
i. due for. deashes, and doghookes, with staves and other 
necessaries, .for the hunters that made crye after the fox. .in 
the playe of Narcissus, a 1631 Drayton Wks. IV. xiga 
(Jod.) My doghpok at my belt to which my Liam’s ty’d. * 

2. a. A wrench for unscrewing the coupling of 
iron boring-rods; a spanner. (Halliwell 1847-78.) 

b. An iron bar with a bent prong for securing or 
hoisting a log, etc. ; = Dog sb. 7 e. 

1851 Harper’s Mag. III. 519 He examines the chains .. 
and the dog-hook .. that it lose not its grappling hold upon 
the tree. 1890 Daily News 30 Oct. 3/3 The dog- hooks . . caught 
the hatch, throwing the unfortunate man into the hold. 

Bog-kouse. A house or dwelling lor a dog, 
or for a pack of dogs ; a kennel. 

x6xx Cotgr., Ckiennerie, a dog-house, or dog-kennell. 
a 1613 Overbury Characters, Sargeant Wks. (1856) 164 
Not onely those curs at the dog-house, but those within the 
walls. 1822 W. Irving Braceb. Hall (1823; I. 97 An un- 
happy cur chained in a doghouse. 

Doglit : see Dow v. 1 

Doghter,Doghty, obs. ff. Daughter, Doughty, 

Dog-hutch. A hutch for a dog ; applied com 
temptuonsly to a mean dwelling; = Dog-hole. 

1830 Carlyle Richter Misc, (18721 III. 37 Would not let 
him occupy his cwn hired dog-hutch in peace. 1876 Geo. 
Eliot Dan. Der. ill. xliv. 283 A dog-hutch of a place in 
a black country. 

Bo:g-in-the-ma*iager. A churlish person 
who will neither use something himself nor let 
another use it ; in allusion to the fable of the dog 
that stationed himself in a manger and would not 
let the ox or horse eat the hay. Also attrib. 

[1564 Bulleyn Dial. agst. Pest. (1888) 9 Like vnto cruel! 
Dogges liyng in aMaunger, neither eatyng the Haye theim 
seluesne sufferyng the Horse to feed thereof hymself.] 1573 
; G. Harvey Letter-book (Camden) 114 And as for the Syr 
! Lowte That playdst inne and owte ; A dogg in y» maunger, 
A very ranke raunger. 1836 Marryat Japhet lxxiL 
(Farmer), Why, wliat a dog in the manger you must be*— 
you can’t marry them both. 1842 Thackeray Miss Lerve 
Wks. 1886 XXIII. 28s That dog-in-the-manger jealousy- 
which is common to love. 1890 Times 17 Sept. 7/5 A dog- 
in-the-manger policy is always unworthy of a nation. 

Hence ( nonce-uds .) Dog“-in-tlie-ina*ngeris2i, 

: -mamg’ery adjs. ; Dog , -in-tIie-ma'ng , erism, 

1883 C. J. Wills Land of Lion $ Sun 134 He was ill- 
mannered and dog-in-the-mangery. 1889 Spectator 28 Sept., 
To satisfy her dog-in-the-mangerish jealousy. 1894 Sat, Rev. 
3 Mar. 234 A mere act of official dog-in-the-mangerism. 

Dogion, obs. lormt of Dudgeon. 

Bog-keeper. X. One who keeps dogs; spec, a 
man appointed to take charge of a pack of dogs. 

1679-88 Seer- Sera, Money Chas. 4- Jas. 1 Camden) 82 For 
building a little house in St. James's Park for the dogkeeper, 
and a kennell for the dogs. 1704 Swift T. 'Tub ii, It was' 
written by a dog-keeper of my grandfather’s. 1870 B. Clay- 
ton {title) The Dog* Keeper’s Guide. 

1 2 . A watch-dog. Obs. 

1576 Fleming tr. Cams* Dogs in Arb. Gamer III. 254 The 
Dog Keeper, .doth not only keep farmers' houses; but also 
merchants’ mansions. 

Bo‘g~ke:Uliel. A kennel for a dog, or dogs. 

x6xi Cotgr., Ckienne?de, a dog house, or _ dog-kennell. 
1700 Dryden f ables Pref. (Globe) 493 A certain nobleman, 
beginning with a dogkennel, never lived to finish the palace 
he had contrived. 1709 Steele Taller No. 62 p 1, I am 
desired to recommend a Dog-kennel to any who shall want 
, a Pack. 1865 Kingsley Herew. v. (1883) 110 You shall pass 
! your bridal night in my dog-kennel. 

Bo gkiud. [f. Dog sb., after mankind^ The 
: race 01 dogs : dogs collectively. 

1888 Pall Mall G, 3 Mar. 2/2 A knowledge of mankind, 

| womankind, and degkind. 1895 Wcstm. Gas. 10 Oct. a/x 
1 The Spectator has. .earned the gratitude of all dogkind by 

espousing their cause and exposing their perfections. 

Dog-Latin. Bad Latin : see Dog 17 c. 
t. Dog-leech. Obs. 

1 . A veterinary surgeon who treats dogs. 

X638 Ford Fancies iv. 1, I will once turn dog-leech. *640 
Nabbes Bride v. i, He cured my little Shock of the mange 
. .an excellent Dog-leech. 1831 Carlyle Sari. Res. hi. v. 
Suspicion of ‘ Servility*. . the very dogleech is anxious to. 
■ disavow. ; 

2 . An ignorant medical practitioner ; a quack. 

1529 More Dyaloge 11. 57 b/i Ye myght happen vppon a 

dogge leche, for lacke of knowledge of the conning. 1628 
Ford Lovers Mel. iv. ii, O these lousy close-stool empirics; 
that will undertake all cures, yet know not the causes of any 
disease t Dog- leeches ! a 1652 Brome Queene’s Exchi iv. 
Wks. 1875 III. 523 Thy Liege, Dog-leech? are you at that 
. garb too? , 

Bo'g-leg, ci. Of a bent form like a dog s hmd 
leg ; as irii dog-leg chisel , 1 a crooked-shanked chisel 
used in smoothing the bottoms of grooves’ (Knight); 

’ dog-leg fence (Australia), a fence made by logs or 
' trees laid horizontally on supports crossing X-wise ; 

! dog-leg stair =5 Dog-legged stair. 

1889 BolSrewood Robbery ?*nder Arms (xZgo) 71 Alongish 
; wing of dogleg fence. 1895 Jrnl. R . Inst. Brit. Archit. 

14 Mar. 351 A dog-leg stair about 4 feet wide, 
j Bog-legged (d^-glegd), a. Arch. Applied to 
a staiicase, without a well-hole, the successive 
Bights of which form a zig-zag. 

1703 T. N.' City 4* C. Purchaser 251 Dog-legg’d-stairs . . 

1 first fly directly- forward, then wind a Semicircle, and then 
j fly directly back again, parallel to the first flight. , 1823 P 
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Nicholson Pract. Build. 1 89 Dog-legged stairs.. have no 
well-hole. 1842-73 GwiLT EncycL ArchiL 11. ii. § 2183. 
BogleSS (dfgles), a. Without a dog. 

1854 WOOD A need. Anim . Life 1 59 A sleeping dogless man. 
1887M. Betham-Edwards Next of Kin Wanted I. vii. 96 
A catless, dogless household. 

Bo*g-like, tr. and adv. Like, or in the manner 
of, a dog. 

X 60S Timm* Qucrsit. 1. xv. 75 A doglike appetite. 1859 
R. F. Burton Centr. Afr. in Jml. Geog. See. XXIX. 416 
The porters propping their burdens against trees, curl up, 
do'dike, under the shade. 1874 L. Stephen Honrs in. 
Library (1892) I. iii. 123 There is something which rises to 
the dog-like in his affectionate admiration for Swift. 

Doglittg W*gligV mnee-wd. [f. Dog sb. + 
-ling.] A little or young dog, a puppy. 

1830 Miss Mitford Village jSer. iv, (1863) 184 With the 
cat’s milk these little doglings imbibed also the cat’s habits. 
Bo'gly, f 2 - and. &dv. rare. [-LY l, -ly 2 .J 
A. aaj. Of the nature of a dog, canine ; in quot. 
'mm Cynic. B. adv. In the manner of a dog. 

1477 Earl Rivers (Caxton) Dictes 41 Dyogenes, other- 
wyse called dogly bycause he hadde som condicions of a 
dogge. 1552 H ui.oet, Dogiye or lyke a dogge. or after the 
maner of a dogge, canatim. 1829 Landor Wks. (.1846) I. 
470/1 Respect, .to the dogly character. 

Bogma (dfrgma). Also 7-8 dogm(e. PI. dog-' 
mas (7 -aes), dogmata (7 -taes). [a. L. dogma 
philosophical tenet, a. Gr. 8 oyfj.a, Boy par-, that 
which seems to one, opinion, tenet, decree, f. Sotcew 
to seem, seem good, think, suppose, imagine. At first 
used with Gr.-L. plural ; the forms dogme , dog/n, re- 
presented F. dogme (16th c. in Hatz.-Darm.).] 

1 . That which is held as an opinion ; a belief, 
principle, tenet ; esp. a tenet or doctrine authorita- 
tively laid down by a particular church, sect, or 
school of thought ; sometimes, depreciatingly, an 
imperious or arrogant declaration of opinion. 

[a 1600 Hooker Bccl. Pol. viii. ii. § 13 (tr. D. Stapleton] 
Power to proclaim, to. defend, and. .to preserve from viola- 
tion dogmata , very articles of religion themselves.] 1638 
SirT. Herbert Trav. (ed. 2) 267 The grosse fanatick Dog- 
mataes of the Alcoran. 1640 G. Watts tr. Bacon’s Adv. 
Learn, m. iv. § 3 Those Dogmaes and Paradoxes are almost 
vanished, a 1652 J. Smith Sel. Disc, vii, iv. (1821) 350 Our 
dogmata and notions about justification. 1676 R. Dixon 
Nat. Two Test, 21 Prophane Dogms and impure Worship. 
1704 Hearne Duct. Hist. (1714) I . 400 Their Dogmata and 
Astrological Doctrine., we shall not enlarge upon them. 
1843 Ruskin Mod. Paint. 1. (1844) p. Iii, The dogmata of 
the schools, of art. 1874 Green Short Hist. v. § 3 (1882) 
229 To assert the freedom of religious thought against the 
dogmas of the Papacy. ' 1893 J- OrR God <$• World X. 26 note. 
Dogma I take to be a formulation of doctrine stamped with 
ecclesiastical authority. 

2 . The body of opinion formulated or autho- 
ritatively stated ; . systematized belief ; tenets or 
principles collectively ; doctrinal system. 

1791 Burke Fr. Affairs Wks. VII. 13 The present . . is a 
revolution of doctrine and theoretick dogma. 1856 Emerson 
Eng. Traits, Lit. Wks. (Bohn) II. iii If, going out of the 
region of dogma, we pass into that of general culture. 1871: 
Kingsley Lett. (1878) II. 368 If you wish to save Christian 
dogma. 1871 Morley Carlyle (1878) 191 It places character 
on the pedestal where Puritanism places dogma. 

Dogmatic (<fygmse*tik), a. and sb. [ad. L. dog* 
matic-us (Ausonius), a. Gr. SoyfxariKbs, f. hbyjx a, 
doyjxar- Dogma; cf. F. dogmatique (t6th c.).] 

1 . Pertaining to the setting forth or laying down 
of opinion ; didactic, rare. 

1678 Gale Crt. Gentiles III. Pref., To render our Dis- 
course the lesse offensive, we have cast it into a thetic and 
dogmatic method, rather than agonistic and polemic, 1875 
Jowett Plato (ed. 2) V. 5 He is no longer interrogative but 
dogmatic. 

2 . Of, pertaining to, or of the nature of, dogma 
or dogmas ; characterized by or consisting in 
dogma; doctrinal. 

1706 Phillips (ed. Kersey), Dogmatical or Dogmatick , 
relating to a Dogma, instructive. 1727-38 Gay Fables 11. 
xxv. (R.), Dogmatick jargon learnt by heart. 1841 W. 
Spalding Italy <§* It. 1 st. 1 1 . 28 The rest of his compositions 
are versified treatises of dogmatic theology. 1859 Mill 
Liberty ii. (1865) 15 A . . Christian in all but the dogmatic 
sense of the word. 1883 Froude Short Stud. IV. v. 350 No 
inclination to substitute dogmatic Protestantism for dog- 
matic Catholicism. 

3 . Proceeding upon a priori principles accepted 
as true, instead of being founded upon experience 
or induction, as dogmatic philosophy, medicine . 

1698 Phillips fed. 5), Dogmatick Philosophy , is that 
which fed* i7o6 being grounded upon sound Principles] 
positively assures a thing, and is opposed to Sceptic. 1823 
Crabb Technol. Diet., Dogmatic sect (Med.), an ancient 
sect of physicians, at the headof which is placed Hippo- 
crates. 1864 Bowen Logic, x. 330 The foundations of all 
philosophy, whether dogmatic, critical, or sceptical. 

4 . Of persons, their writings, etc.: Asserting or 
imposing dogmas or opinions, in an authoritative* 
imperious, or arrogant manner. 

. * r * Willis' Rem. Med. Wks. Vocab., Dogmatic , stiff 

m opinion. ^ 1712 Addison Sped. No. 253 t 7 Those criticks 
Who write in a positive dogmatick way. 1814 D 1 Israeli 
Quarrels A utk. (1867) 458 He wrote against dogmas witha 
spirit perfectly dogmatic. 1868 M. Pattison Academ. Org. 
% 306 Not by dogmatic delivery of truths, but by scientific 
training in , the method of enquiry. 1873 Helps Anim. $ 
Mast. viii. (1873) 200 One is afraid of being dogmatic about 
it, and of being dogmatically .wrong. 


fb. Of assured opinion, convinced, Ohs. rare. 
x 6 78 Cudworth In tell. Syst. 434 (R.) From sundry other 
places of his writings, it sufficiently appears, that he ’[Cicero] 
was a dogmatick ahd hearty theist. , 

B. sb. fl. A philosopher of the dogmatic 
school ; ~ Dogmatist 3. Obs. 

a 1631 Donne Paradoxes (1652) 22 The Skeptike . . was 
more contentious then, .the Dogmatick. 1630 Hobbes De ;• 
Corp. Pol. 165 All these Opinions are maintained in* the Books 
of the Dogmaticks, and divers of them taught in Publick 
Chaires. 1702 tr. Le Clerc's Prim. Fathers 57 A Suspen- 
sion [of judgment] suited not with the Dogmaticks, who can 
hardly confess that they know not all things. 

tb. A dogmatic physician ; see quot. 1883. Obs. ' 
1605 Timme Qucrsit. Pref. 5 Among Physitians there are 
Empericks, Dogmaticks, Methodici, or Abbreuiators, and = 
Paracelsians. 177s T. Percival Med. <$• Exp. Ess. (1778) 

I. 41 ( heading ) The Dogmatic ; or Rationalist. 1883 Syd. \ 
Soc. Lex., Dogmatics, an ancient sect of physicians, so ' 
called because they endeavoured to discover, by reasoning, j 
the essence and the occult causes of diseases. 

+ 2 . A dogmatic person. Obs. 

1640 Hobbes Hum. Nat. xiii. § 4 The fault lieth altogether 1 
in the dogmatics, that is to say, those that are imperfectly j 
learned, and with passion press to have their opinions pass j 
every where for truth. 

3 . Chiefly in pi. form Dogmatics : A system of 
dogma ; spec, dogmatic theology. 

3:845 Geo. Eliot in Life (1885) 137 * Dogmatik ’ is the 
idea, [ believe — i. e. positive theology. Is it' allowable to 
say dogmatics, think you? 1857 M. Pattison Ess. (1889) 

II. 222 The Reformation dogmatic rests on . . the exclusive 
sufficiency of Scripture. 1858 Load. Rev. Oct. 220 To 
expound the polemical dogmatics of the Reformation. 1893 
Fairbairn Christ in Mod. TheoL 1. 1. i. 29 note. The book 
‘ De Theologicis Dogmatibus’, published at Parts 1644-50 
..the first attempt at a scientific history of dogmata, and,, 
notable as suggesting to modern theology the term Dog- 
matics. 1894 Mitchell tr. Harnack's Hist. Dogma i. 28 
Dogmatic is a positive science which has to take its material 
from history. 

Hence Dogiua*ticism, dogmatic quality. 

1880 Fairbairn Stud. Life Christ ix. (1881) 136 The dog* 
maticism he subtly concealed. 

Dogmatical (dpgmsetikal), a. (sb.) [f. as pree. 

+ -AL.] 

1 . Of, pertaining to, or dealing with dogmas ; 
of the nature of dogma ; = Dogmatic a. 1, 2. 

1604 R. CawdrEy Table Alph. (1613), Dogmaticall, that 
giueth instructions. 1627 Minsheu Dudor Ling. (ed. 2), 
Dogmaticall, of or pertaining to a Sect or opinion, a 1631 
Donne in Select. (1840) 41 To make a true difference between 
problematical ahd dogmatical points. 1642 Fuller Holy <$• 
Prof. St. 11. vi. 70 Their Rhetorical! hyperboles were after- 
wards accounted the just measure of dogmaticall truths. 
1649 Roberts Clavis Bid. 327 These Dogmatical books 
contain in them Doctrines. 1843 S. Austin Ranke's Hist. 
Ref. III. 09 The intolerant domination of a dogmatical 
system. 1876 Mozi.ey Univ. Serm. i. 11 We . , look upon 
the judgment in its dogmatical aspect. 

+ 2 . a* Dogmatic 3. Obs. 

1605 Timme Quersit. 1. vii. 26 The dogmatical Physitians 
. . are wont to refer to those qualities. 1727-51 Chambers 
Cycl. s.v., In common use, a dogmatical philosopher is such 
a one as asserts things positively ; in opposition to a Sceptic, 
who doubts of every thing. A dogmatical physician is he, 
who, on the principles of the school-philosophy, rejects all 
medicinal virtues not reducible to manifest qualities. 

3 . Asserting or maintaining dogmas or opinions ; 
arbitrary, positive ; = Dogmatic a. 4. 

1662 Stillingfl. Orig. Sacr.ux. § 12 How uncertain the 
most dogmatical of them all were. 1751 Johnson Rambler 
No. 177 Pjj, I became decisive and dogmatical, impatient 
of contradiction, a 1852 D. Webster Wks. VI. 148 N othing 
is more apt to be' positive and dogmatical than ignorance. 

f B. sb. pi. Obs. 1 . » Dogmatics. (See Dog- 

matic B 3.) 

1605 Bacon Adv. Learn. 11. xiii. § 1. 50 They hasted to 
their Theories and Dogmaticals. 1716 Davies Athen.Brit. 
11. 372 That Edition of Anselm’s Dogmaticals. 

2 . Medicines of the dogmatic physicians. 

1656 Ridgley/VvicA Physic 26 Empericalls are: Earth- 
worms provided several wayes. Dogmatically : Senna 
powder, 2 drams. 

Hence Do:gmatica*lity, dogmaticalness, 

1793 in L. 1' wining Country Clergym. 18 th C. (1S82) 173 
Too much dogmatically, too overbearing a manner. 

Dogmatically, adv. [f. prec. + -lt A] In 
a dogmatic or dogmatical manner. 

1 . By way of, in point of, or with respect to dogma 
j or dogmas ; by a dogmatic method. 

1630 J. Taylor (Water P.) Praise Hempseed 49 Wks. in. 
70 For be (dogmatically) doth know more Than’ all the 
learned Doctors knew before. 1651 Hobbes Govt. $ Soc. xv. 

§ xo. 244 We. . praise, and celebrate in words, when we doe 
it by way of Proposition, or Dogmatically. 1871 Morley 
Voltaire (f 886) 245 Catholicism . , was believed dogmatically, 
and therefore was to be attacked dogmatically. , 

2 . With an assumption of positive certainty ; 
positively or imperiously in the asserti on of opinion. 

1664 H. More Myst. Iniq., Apol. vii. § 3. 528 Thus far we 
have been bold to proceed more dogmatically. 1670 Moral 
State Eng. 113 N,ot imposing his opinion upon any Magis- 
terially or Dogmatically. 1796 Phil. Trans. LXXXVI. 
500 We are not possessed of observations sufficiently decisive 
to enable us to speak dogmatically, a 1845 Hood Laying 
down Law i, Dogmatically laying down the law. 

' Dogma/ticalness. [f. as prec. + -ness.] 
The quality of being dogmatical; positiveness. 

1711 Shaftesbury Charac. (1749) I. 52 The tutorage and 
dogmaticalness of the Schools. 3765 Wesley Wks. (1872) 
XIII. 239 My dogmaticalness is.. a custom of coming to 
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the point at once, and telling my mind flat and plain, 1808 
in Harl. Misc. I. Machiavfllis Vinii. Summ. 57 He care- 
fully avoided' all dogmaticalness. . 

Bogmatician (cVgmatrJan), [f. Dogmatic a . 

4- -ian.] A student of professor of dogmatics. 

3846 Worcester cites Q. Rev.' a 1849 Poe Mellonta 
Taut a Wks. 1864 IV. 294 ■ It would have puzzled these 
ancient dogmaticians. 1882-3 Schaff EncycL Relig. Knowl. 

III. 2417 Without laying claim to being a keen critic, or 
a stern dogmatician. 

Dogmatism (d^’gmatiz’m). [a. F. dogmatisms 
(16th c. in Hatz.-Darm.), ‘ the teaching, or preach 1 - 
ihg of new doctrine, the producing of a new sect/ 
(Cotgr.),, ad. med.L. dogmatism-us 4 dissertatio, 
docendi ars 1 (Du Cange), a. Gr. type *SoypaTt<Tjx 6 s, 
l . Sbyjxa, . 607/taT- Dogma : see -ism. Used by 
Florio in translating from French, but not in Blount* 
Phillips, Kersey, Bailey, Ash ; used by Dr. Johnson 
1751, but not given in his Dictionary.] 

1 . Positive assertion of dogma or opinion ; dog? 
matizing ; positiveness in the assertion of opinion. 

1603 Florio Montaigne ii.xii. (1632) 281 A very foolish 
answer : to which ..Dogmatisme amveth. 1627 Minsheu 
Dudor Ling.^ (ed. 2), Dogmatisme, the teaching of a new 
Sect or opinion. 1751 Johnson Rambler No. 106 p 3 
Dogmatism has delighted in the gradual advances of his 
authority. 1777 Priestley Matt. ^ Spir. (1782) I. xvii. 201 
A small share of natural science, .generally accompanies! 
conceit and dogmatism. 1825 Macaulay Milton Ess. (1854:) 
19/x Dogmatism on points the most mysterious./ 3843 
Prescott Mexico App. (1864) 473 Where there is most 
doubt/there is often the most dogmatism. 

2 . With pi . : A dogmatic tenet or system, rare. 

1803 Edin. Rev. I. 265 The theory of transcendentalism 
may therefore be a better dogmatism than others. 1820 
L. Hunt Indicator No. 15 (1822) I. 114 The ethereal 
dogmatisms of .Plotinus and Porphyry. 1871 Alabaster 
Wheel of Law 39 These dogmatisms are not attributed to 
Buddha. 

3 . Philos. A system of philosophy based upon 
principles dictated by reasoning alone, and npt 
relying upon experience ; opposed to scepticism. 
More generally, a way of thinking based upon prin- 
ciples which have not been tested by reflection. 

1858 Whewell Hist. Set. Ideas II. 292 (L.) The skepticism 
of the uniformitarian is of force only so long as it is employed 
against the dogmatism of the catastrophist. 1858 Mansel 
B amp ton Led. i. (ed. 4) 3 Theological Dogmatism is., an 
application of reason to the support and defence of pre- 
existing statements of • Scripture. 1877 E. Cairo Philos. 
Kant 1. 2 What Kant meant we may best understand if we 
consider how he opposes Criticism to two other forms of philo- 
sophy, Dogmatism and Scepticism. x88x Adamson Fichte 
vi. 126 Do we explain experience as the product of the 
non-Ego, we have the system which may be called Dogma- 
tism ; do we explain the whole as springing from the Ego, 
we have Idealism. 

Dogmatist (dogmatist), [a. F. dogmatiste, 
(16th c.), ad. med.L. dogi?iatista, ad. Gr. Soypa- 
rnrT^sr, ageht-h. from boyparl^eiv \ see Dogmatize’., 
(The logical and chronological orders differ.)] 

1 . One who dogmatizes, who asserts or lays down 
particular dogmas ; esp. one who positively asserts 
or imposes his own opinions ; a dogmatic person. 

1654 Whitlock Zootomia 365 That which Salomon de- 
livered as a Dogmatist. 1661 Glanvill Scepsis Sci. xxiii. 
(R.), I expect but little success of allthis upon the dogmatist, 
bis opinion’d assurance is, paramount to argument. v 1706 
PriiLLiPs (ed. Kersey), Dogmatist, one that dogmatizes, a 
dogmatical Teacher. 1741 Watts Improv. Mind 1. i. § id 
A dogmatist in religion is not a great way off from a bigot. 
1775 Johnson Tax. no Tyr. 16 Many political dogmatists’ 
have denied to the Mother Country the power of taxing 
the Colonies. 1854 Kingsley Alexandria, iv. 137 Dogma- 
tists. .men who assert a truth so fiercely, as to forget that 
a truth is meant to be used, and not merely asserted, 
f 2 . A propounder of new opinions or doctrines. 
1577-87 Holinshed Chron. II. 116 A councell assembled 
at Oxford, whereat those dogmatists were, examined upon 
certeine points of their profession. 1656 Blount Glqssogt., 
Dogmatist , he that induceth any new Sect or Opinion. . 
a forger of new Sects. *660 Bond Scut. Reg. 69 With this 
new upstart Doctrine have our ApocryphaF Dogmatists in 
England led the rascal rabble. 1797 Southey Lett. fr. 
Spain (1808; II. 260 What regards heretics and dogmatists: 

3 . One who belongs to the dogmatic school of 
philosophy : see Dogmatic a. 3, and quot. 1858.; 

1603 Florio Montaighe n. xii. (1632) 294 Some have judged 
Plato a Dogmatist, others a Skeptike or a Doubter. 1690 
Dryden Don Sebast. Ded., Of the academic sect, neither 
dogmatist nor stoic. 1858 Mansel Bampion Led. i. (ed. ,4) 
2 In the later language of philosophy . . the term Dogma- 
tists was used to denote those philosophers who endeavoured 
to explain the phenomena of experience by means of. rational 
conceptions and demonstrations. 

b. A physician of the dogmatic school of medi- 
cine : see Dogmatic a. 3. 

1541 R._ Copland Galyen's Terap. 2Biij, Some Dogma- 
tystes’ which do affyrme to heale such dyseases by experyence 
onely without racyonall indicion. *607 Walkington Opti 
Glass 44 The inexpert physician, : I ; meane. . the methodist 
dr dogmatist. X727 Bradley Fam. Did. s.v. Blood, The 
Dogmatists,make a Plaxster of it. .the Chymists. .extract a : 
Salt from it. 1883 in Syd. Soc. Lex. 

Dogmatiza tion. rare. [f. next + -ATICN.] 
The action of dogmatizing ; the propounding of 
a dogma. 

1875 Gladstone Vaticanism ii. 36 The Syllabus is part of 
that series of acts to which the dogmatisations of 1854 and 
1.870 belong, and it bridges oyer the interval between them,. 
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Dogmatise (dp-gmatsiz), v. [ad. F. dogma- ' 
tise-r \i 3 th c.), ad. med.L. dogmatizare to pro- 
pound dogma, ad, Gr. boypari&tv to lay down as 
one’s opinion, to decree, f. doyfza, My par- Dogma.] 

1. intr. To make dogmatic assertions ; to speak 
authoritatively or imperiously ( upon a subject) 
without reference to argument or evidence. 

x6xi Bible Trans L Pref. 11 To admonish the Reader., 
not to conclude or dogmatize vpon this or that peremp- 
torily. 3:74a Pope Dune. iv. ' 464 Prompt to impose, and 
fond to dogmatize. 1790 Burke Fr. Rev. 37 These old 
fanaticks.. dogmatised as if hereditary royalty was the only 
lawful government. 1840 Carlyle Heroes i. (1872) 22 A 
question which nobody would wish to dogmatise upon. 

i b. See quots. : cf. Dogmatist 2 , and F. dog- 
matiser , 4 to teach strange doctrine . . or broach new 
opinions ’ (Cotgr.). Obs. 

1613 Crt. Times Jas. I (1849) I. 262 The king, .was so 
moved that he should dogmatize (as he called it) in his 
court, 1696 Phillips (ed. 5 vTo Dognmtize, to teach new 
Opinions, to contest the Truths of Religion. 

2. tram. To assert or deliver as a dogma; to 
establish as a matter of dogma ; to state dogmati- 
cally; to express in the form of a dogma. Now rare. 

x&ti Bp. H. King Serm. 60 Hee dogmatizes them for 
truth. x6z6 W, Sclater Exp. 2 Thess. (1629) 104 When 
were these dogmatized and decretally stablished for catho- 
lique doctrine 7 1647 J EB * Taylor Lib. Proph. xiv. §4 (L.) 
They would not endure Persons that did dogmatize any 
thing which might intrench upon their Reputation or their 
Interest. 1893 N. Smytii Chr. Ethics 1. ii. 1. § 2. 95 Their 
hope, as well as their law, had become.. increasingly dog- 
matized. 

3. T 7 dogmatize away, to do away with by dog- 
matic assertion. 

1829 Macaulay Mill on Govt. Misc. Writ. (18S9) 374 He 
placidly dogmatises away the interest of one half of the 
human race. 

Hence Do*gmatized ppl. a Dogmatizing vbl. 
sb. and///, a. 

X641J. I'ombes Leaven ofPharrsaicallWil-worship (164 V) 

2 The Apostle condemnes dogmatizing. 171a Blackmore 
Creation nj. 42 Dogmatizing Schools. 1865 Bushnell Vicar. 
Sacr. Introd. (i860) 27 A theory or dogmatized scheme of 
the incarnate life. 

Do’gmatiaser, [f. prec. + -er L] One who 
dogmatizes; a dogmatist, . 

x6i2-2o Shelton Qutx. (T.), The dogmatizer and head 
of a bad sect, a 1660 Hammond JVks. II. iv. 139 (R.) The 
very dogmatizer, that teacheth for doctrines or command- 
ments o? God, his own dictates. 1709 Shaftesb. Moralist 

II. i, Dogmatizers on Pleasure, i860 S. Wilberforce Addr. 
Ordin. 148 Cold, quarrelsome, and unloving dogmatizers. 

DogMato- [Gr. Soyparo-], comb. f. of Dogma, 
as in Dogmatology [ad. Gr. tioyfiarokoyta], the 
science of dogma ; Dogmatopt®*ic a. [f. Gr. Soy- 
jiaToirotta,], creating dogmas. 

1874 Sayce Compar. Philol. via. 341 The comparative 
science of religions, or, if we might coin a word, of Dog- 
matology. 1893 Contemp. Rev. Apr. 460 The people who 
claim this novef right of erecting new dogmatic barriers., 
the dogmatopoeic agency, if I may be permitted to coin 
a word, are exclusively theologians. 

t Dogmatory, a. Obs. rare. [f. Gr. S 07 /xar - : 

see Dogma and -ory.] Dogmatic. 

1846 Worcester cites For. Q. Rev. 

Dog-nail. A nail having a solid and slightly 
countersunk head; also a large nail with a head 
projecting on one side; also =Dog 7 p. 

2703 T. N. City # C. Purchaser 2x1 Bogg-nails . . are 
proper for fastning of Hinges to Doors for. .they will hold 
the Hinge close without the Heads flying off. 1776 G. 
Semple Building in Water 87 A Ledge nailed on with 
Dog-nails. 1879 Notes on Build. Constr. hi. 441 Dog nails 
..are used for nailing down heavy ironwork. 

DogoTogy. nonce-wd . [See -ology,] The 

science or subject of dogs. 

x8ao Sporting Mag. VI. 83 A long speech on ‘ dogology’.. 
1832 Fraser ’s Mag i VI. 722 A book upon dogology. 
t Do*-gOOd. Obs. One who or that which does 
good, or is of use. 

1654 Whitlock Zooiomia 723 That they may be accounted 
somebody, and Do-goods. 

Dog-plate. 

1 1. ? A plate given as a prize in a dog-race. Obs. 

x686 Lond. Getz. No. 2x66/4 There will be a Dog-Plate 
run for each day. 

2. In a lathe, a plate which imparts rotation to 
the work to be turned, by means of 4 dogs’: see 
Dog sb. 7 1. 

[Dog-ray : see List of Spurious Words.] 
Dog-rose. Also 6-8 dogs-rose. [A transl. 
of med.L. rosa canina , repr. L. cynorrodon (Pliny), 
Gr. Hvvbpotov, f. tcvvo- dog- + p68ov rose: see quots. 

1 597* 1830 . The name is thus not of popular Engl, 
origin.] A common, species of wild rose {Rosa 
canina) , with pale Ted flowers, frequent in hedges. 
White dog-rose, a book-name for R. arvensis. 

1597 Gerarde Herbal 1088 Plinie . . saith, that it is Rosa 
Canina — Dogs Rose. *673 Phil. Trans. No. 114 (Bartho- 
loni's Acta Med. & Phil.) A sort of Dogs-rose or Briar-bush. 
1713 Derham Phys. Theol . (J,), Of the rough or hairy ex- 
crescence, those on the briar, or dogrose, are a good instance. 
1778 Lightfoot Flora Scotg 1789) 1. 261 R. arvensis. White- 
flowered Dogs-rose, 1830 Withering’s Brit. Plants (ed. 7) 

III. 618 note. By the Greeks Wild Roses were called kwq- 
poSoy, because the root was thought to cure the bite of a 


mad dog; and hence the Latin canina , our Dog Rose. 
1 x86x Neale Notes Dalmatia, etc. 93 Dog-roses that skirt 
the country roajd. 

Bo'g’s-bane, do*g-bane. [See Bane.] A 
rendering of the ancient names Apocynum and 
Cynoctonwn , given to various plants reputed to 
be poisonous to dogs, chiefly of the orders Asclepia- 
dacem and Apocyttaceee; now a book-name of the 
latter, and specifically of Apocynum androssemi- 
folium. 

X597 Gerarde Herbal n. cccxxii. 755 Dogs bane is a 
deadly and dangerous plant, especially to fewer footed 
beasts. 1726 Diet. Rust. etc. (ed. 3), Dogs-baue , an Herb 
so call’d because it kills Dogs. x866 Treas. Bot Dogbanes, 
a name given by Lindley to the Apocynacese. Dog's -bane, 
a name for Apocynum ; also Aconitum Cynoctonuni . 

Do*g’s-ear, sb. [cf. next.] 

1. The comer of a leaf of a book, etc. turned over 
like a dog's ear by constant or careless use, or to 
serve as a book-mark. 

c 1725 Arbuthnot & Pope Mem. P. P. Clerk of this 
Parish (T.), I did make plain and smooth the dogs ears 
throughout our great bible. 2750 Gray Long Story 68 
Creased, like dogs-ears, in a folio. 1857 Mrs.^ Mathews 
Tea-Table Talk II. 43 Dog’s ears and other deteriorations. . 
disgust the fastidious taste during perusal. 

2. U. S. Naut A small bight formed in the 
leech-rope of a sail in reefing, etc. TJamersIys 
Nav . Encycl. ( 1881 ). 

Dog’s-ear, v. Also dog-ear. [cf. prec. . 

So far as our evidence goes, the vb. is the earlier, the 
sense being evidently to make the leaf like the ear of a dog 
with its turned-down tip.] 

trans. To damage or disfigure (a book, etc.) by 
turning or folding down the corners of the leaves, 
a 1659 Osborn Misc. To Rdr. (1673) 5 To ruffle, dogs-ear, 
and contaminate by base Language and spurious censures 
the choicest leaves. 1775 Sheridan Rivals l ii, Lady 
Slattern Lounger . .had so soiled and dogs’-eared it, it wa’n't 
fit for a Christian to read. 1886 J. R. Rees Divers. Bk.- 
worm v. X74 [A] book . . kept specially for Charles Lamb 
to finger and dog-ear when he came. 1891 E. Gosse Gossip 
in Library * iii. 164 She did not dog’s-ear her little library. 
Hence Dog’s-eared (dog-earedf ppl. a. 

1784 Cowper Tiroc. 402 A dog’s- ear’d Pentateuch. 1824 
Macaulay Misc. Writ. 1,1860) I. 125 The old schoolroom, 
the dog-eared grammar. 1840 Dickens Old C. Shop xxiv, 
A few dog’s-eared books upon a high shelf. 1844 — 
Chimes 20 (Hoppe) The pockets of his trousers, very large 
and dog’s-eared. 

Dog’s fennel, -grass: see Dog-f., Dog-g. 
t Dog’s-bead. Obs. 

1. A dog faced baboon : — Dog-head i. 

1591 Percivall Sp. Diet., Cabeca dePcrro , dogs head. 

2. A bad throw at dice : cf. dog-chance , dog-throw 
(Dog sb. 18 a). 

c 2620 Fletcher & Mass. Trag. Barnavcltv . ii. in Bullen 
0. PI. II. 304 Here are the dyce, and ile begin to ye. .Dewce 
ace; a doggs-head ! 

3. A term of reproach or abuse [tr. Gr. Kwhirr)*]. 

1676 Hobbes Iliad 1. 153 Whereof no notice (Dogshead) 

now you take. 

Dogship (dp-gjlp). [f. Dog sb. + -ship, after 
lordship , etc.] The personality of a dog. 

1679 Mrs. Behn Feigned Courtezans in. i. Wks. 1724 II. 
312 Yes, when your Dogship 's damn’d. 1860 Ruskin Mod. 
Paint, V. ix. iii. § 21, 228 The dog . . cannotunderstand . . 
why she is allowed to stay, disturbing the family, and taking 
all their attention from his dogship. 

Dog-shore. Each of two blocks of timber 
used to prevent a ship from starting off the slips 
while the keel-blocks are being removed in pre- 
paration for launching. 

1805 D. Steel Naval Arckit. 11. 396 The dog-shores 
should be knocked down, each falling instantly. x86x Sala 
Dutch Piet. xi. 171 The dogshores were knocked away, the 
frigate slid down her ways, and took the water. 1877 
Spurgeon Serm, XXIII. 211 Useful as the scaffold to a 
house dr the dogshores to a ship. 

Dog-skin. The skin of a dog, or the leather 
made from it ; also applied to a kind of leather 
made from sheep-skin. 

1731 A. Hill Adv. Poets Ep. x6 Or Mr. Lun maybe out 
of his Dogskin ? X790 Med. Commttn. II, 421 The whole .. 
to be sheathed with thin dogskin. 1830 T. A. Jones Trad. 
N.Amer. Jnd. II. x8 He threw the dog-skins into the fire, 
b. attrib. Made of dog-skin. 

1676 Hobbes Iliad (ifyj) 145 Meriones unto Ulysses gave 
His bow and quiver, sword and dogskin cap. 17x0 Steele 
Tatler No. 245 f 2 Three Pair of oiled Dogskin Gloves. 

t Dog's-leatker. Obs. [Cf. neat's leather 
Leather made of the skin of dogs ; » prec. 

*593 Shaks. 2 Hen. VI, iv. ii. 26 Hee shall haue the 
skinnes of our enemies, to make Dogges Leather of. x6xx 
Cotgr., Gans d* ocaigne , Dogs leather gloues oyled in the 
inside to keepe the hands moist, and coole. 

Dog-sleep. [In reference to the light sleeping 
of dogs, and the difficulty of telling whether, when 
their eyes are shut, they are asleep or not.] 

1 1. Feigned or pretended sleep. Obs. 
a%6 % 3 Overbury A Wife (163$) 298 A jealous man sleepes 
dog-sleepes, #1625 Fletcher ^w^ Pleased in. iv. xyxx 
Addison Sped. No, 184? 6 He is represented to have slept 
what the common People call a Dog’s Sleep ; or if his Sleep 
was real, his Wife was awake, and about her Business. 

2. A light or fitful sleep, easily interrupted. 

1708 Motteux Rabelais iv. lxiiL (1737) 258 How one 
might avoid Dog-sleep. 1822 De Quincey Confess. Wks. 


V. 163 My sleep was never more than what is called dog- 
sleep; so that I could hear myself moaning ; and very often 
I was awakened suddenly by my own voice. 1867 Smyth 
Sailor's, Word-bk., Dog-sleep, the uncomfortable fitful naps 
taken when all hands are kept up by stress. 1 

Dog’s letter, [transl. L .liter a canina, Persius.] 
A name for the letter R, as resembling in sound 
the snarl of a dog. 

[1592 Shaks. Rom $ Jul. n. iv. 223 Doth not Rosemarie 
and Romeo begin both with a letter ?. .Both with an R, ..A 
mocker ! that’s the dogs name.] 1636 B. Jonson Eng. Gram. 
R is the dog’s letter, and hurreth in the sound, the tongue 
striking the inner palate, with a trembling about the teeth. 
a 1670 Hackkt A bp. Williams 1. (1692) 55 Whose pamphlet 
is perpetuus Rhotacismus, one snarling Dogs-letter all over. 
1830 Westm. Rev. XII. 356 There is only the difference of 
the dog's letter between friend and [fiend]. 

Dog’s-meat, dog’s meat. 

1 . hood ior dogs, prepared from horse-flesh or 
souaps of offal, etc., and sold by street dealers. 

1593 Nashe Strange News Ep. Ded. Wks. 1883-4 II. 180 
We haue cattes meate and dogges meate inough for these 
mungrels. 1812 Col. Hawker Diary (1893) I, 54 The 
horses are scarcely good enough for dog’s meat. 

2. transf. and Carrion ; offal. To make dog's- 
meat of: to kill and throw to the dogs. 

xfioS Hieron Wks. I. 43 Paul did account all things but 
dogs-meat, fer the excellent knowledge sake of Christ Jesus. 
1708 Mrs. Centlivre Busie Body v, iii, Rascals, retire; 
she 's my Wife, touch her if you dare. I’ll make Dogs-meat of 
you. 1837 Marryat Dog-fiend ii. (L.), Better die at once, 
than be made dog’s meat of in this here way. 

8 . attrib as dog's-meat man, a seller of dog’s- 
meat. 

1837 Dickens Pickw. xxii, ‘That’s what I call a self- 
evident proposition, as the dog’s-meat man said, when the 
house-maid told him he warn’t a gentleman.' 

Dog’s mercury, dog- : see Melicdry. 

Dog’s nose, dog’s-nose. A name gjven to 
a mixed liquor, compounded of beer and gin, or of 
ale and rum : see quots. 

X812 J. H. ;,Vaux Flash Diet. (Farmer). 1837 Dickens 
Pickw . xxxiii, He is not certain whether he did not twice 
a week, for twenty years, taste ‘ dog’s nose which your 
committee Jind upon inquiry, to be compounded of warm 
porter, moist sugar, gin, and nutmeg. 1857 Mrs. Gaskell 
C. Bronte{ 1862) 19 Rum, or ale, or a mixture of both called 
‘dog’s nose’. 1863 — Sylvia's L. III. 87 The serjeant.. 
brought up his own mug of beer, into which a noggin of gin 
had been put (called in Yorkshire * dog’s nose’). 

Dog’s-tail. Also dog-tail, [a transl. of Bot. 
L. Cynosurus, or Gr. ttvvboovpa .] 

1. (Usually Dog’s-tail Grass.) A genus of grasses, 
Cynosurus , the chief species of which is Crested 
Dog’s-tail Grass, C. cristatus, so called because the 
flowers in each panicle all point one way, like the 
hairs of a dog’s tail. 

1753 Chambers Cycl. Supp., Cynosurus , dog’s-tail, in 
botany, a kind of grass. 1759 B. Stillingfl. Misc. Tracts 
(1775) 362 I have . . given English names to them of my own 
invention . . . Dog’s tail grass, crested. 1799 J. Robertson 
Agric . Perth 208 Smooth stalked meadow-grass . . and the 
crested dog-tail, .are well adapted for dry pasture. 1806-7 
A. Young Agric. Essex (1813) I. 9 To harrow in grasses 
again in August . . as crested dogstail, etc. 

2. A translation of Gr. Kvvixrovpa, name of the 
constellation of the Little Bear : =• Cynosure i . 

1867 Smyth Sailor's Word-bk., Dog's tail, a name for the 
constellation Ursa Minor or Little Bear. 

Do*g-star. [after the Gr. and L. names kvwv, 
canicula (canis).] 

1. The star Sirius, in the constellation of the 
Greater Dog, the brightest of the fixed stars. Also 
applied to Procyon (the Lesser Dog-star), a star of 
tne first magnitude in the Lesser Dog. 

The ‘influence’ of these, or of one of them, when rising 
nearly with the sun, was anciently supposed to cause exces- 
sive heat and other pernicious effects ; see Dog-days. 

1579 E. K. Gloss. Spenser’s Sheph. Cal. July 21 The 
Dogge starre, which is called Syri us, or Canicula reigneth. 
1692 Prior Ode Horace in. ii. 26 Beneath the dog-star’s 
raging heat. 17x2 Budgell Sped. No. 425 7 3 The Dog- 
star levelled his Rays full at his Head. X842 Penny Cycl. 
XXII. 62 s. v. Sirius , In the Mediterranean latitudes, and 
in antient times, it was observed that the unhealthy and 
oppressive period coincided with the heliacal rising of the 
dog-star. We say the dog-star, without specifying whether 
it was Sirius or Procyon ; it is uncertain which it was. 

attrib. 1654 Vilvain Epit. Ess. v. 50 Three Dog-star 
Suns in Sky somtimes are seen. 1843 Macaulay Lays A nc. 
Rome, Virginia 123 No fire when Tiber freezes, no air in 
dog-star heat. 

1 2. Humorously applied to a comet. Obs. 

17x2 Swift Wond. Prophecy Wks. 1755 III. 1. 173 Lo ! the 
comet appeareth !. . Think not that this baleful dog-star only 
shaketh his tail at you in waggery. 

Do’g’-stone. A stone used for a millstone. 

1640 in Entick London II. 170 Dog-stones, Marble-stones, 
Mill-stones, Quern-stones. i8xa J. Smyth Prod, of C us- 
toms (1821) 234 Dog stones, not exceeding 4 feet in diameter, 
above 6 and under 12 inches in thickness,— the pair ^6 3 6. 
1858 Simmonds Dict.^ Trade , Dog-stones , rough, shaped or 
hewn pieces of stone imported to make millstones. 

Do'gstones. [transl. med.L. Testiculvs canis 
(Turner, Lyle) ; from the shape of the tubers.] A 
name for various British species of Orchis. 

1597 Gerarde Herbal 1. xcviii. 156. 1672-3 Grew Anat. 

Roots i. § 8 (1682) 58 Some also have two or more Roots, .of 
which some are distinctly fastend to the bottome of the 
stalk, as in dogstones. 1773 Gent I. Mag. XLIII. 57 Salep 
is a preparation of the root of Orchis, or. Dogstones 
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Do'g's-tongfue. Also dog-, [transl. L. cyno- 
glossum ^Pliny), Gr. KvvoyXmaov (Dioscorides).] 

1 . The genus Cynoglossum of boraginaceous plants, 
tsp. the common species C. officinale ; also called 
Hound’s-tongue, (From the shape of the leaves.) 

1530 Palsgr. 214/2 Doggestong or horehounde, an herbe. 
1548 Turner Nnmes^ of Herbes, Cynaglossus the second of 
Plinie. .called in engiishe Houndes tong or dogs tonge. 1570 
Levins Manip. 167/12 Dogtong, cynoglossus. 1607 Topsell 
Serpents (1658) 730 The stalks of Dogs-tongue, the powder 
of the right horn of a Hart. ^ i860 Readk Cloister ty H. xciv, 
His remedies were * womanish and weak Sage and worm- 
wood .. dog’s-tongue, our Lady’s mantle, feverfew, and 
Faith, and all in small quantities except the last, 
f 2 . A kind of flat-fish, prob. Platessa cynoglossus. 
1611 Cotgr., Pole, the Sole-fish called a Dogs-tongue, or 
kind foole. 1708 Motteux Rabelais 1 v. lx. (1737) 247 Dog's 
Tongue, or Kind-Fool. 

Dog's-tooth. Also dog-tooth, [transl. of 
med.L. dens cams ] 

1. (Now Dog's or Dog-tooth Violet.) The Eng- 
lish name of the genus Erythronium of liliaceous 
plants, esp. E. Dens-canis , a garden plant with 
spotted leaves and purple flowers, which appear 
early in spring; so called from the teeth on the 
inner segments of the perianth. 

1578 Lyte Dodoens n. xlv. 203 Dogges tooth . .hath for the 
most parte but two leaues, speckled with great redde spottes. 
1629 Parkinson Paradisus 194 It is most commonly called 
Dens can if ms, and., in English either Dogs tooth or Dogs 
tooth Violet. 1841 Mrs. Loudon Radies' Comp. FI. Garden 
99 Dog’s-tooth Violet .. is a pretty bulbous-rooted plant, 
with spotted leaves and purple flowers. 

2 . A species of grass, Cynodon Dactylon. 
Sometimes erroneously given as a name for Triticum 

caninum (Dog-grass). 

1600 Surflet Countrie Farme 1, x. 50 He shall, .plucke 
vp from them [the vines] the grasse called dogs tooth. 2830 
Withering s Brit. PI. (1837)70 Creeping Dog’s-tooth-grass. 
1885 C. F. Holder Marvels A mm. Life 17 Bamboo, to 
which are attached bundles of fine dog’s-tooth grass, 
f See also Dog-tooth. 

Dog-tired, a. [See Dog 17 d.] As tired as 
a dog after a long chase ; extremely tired, tired out. 

1809-12 Mar. Edgeworth Ennui vi. Wks. 1832 VI. 47 
Wretched little dog-tired creatures. 1813 Jane Austen 
Lett. 11.211 It was 12 before we reached home. We were 
all dog-tired. 1861 Hughes Tom Brown at Ox/, lii, I'm 
dog-tired of driving and doing the High Street. 

Dog-tooth.. Also dog’s- tootli. 

1 . A canine tooth or eye-tooth: see Canine a. 2 . 

2382 [see Doggy a. 1]. 1552 Huloet, Dogges teeth, dentes 

canini. 1594 T. B. La Primaud. Fr. Acad. n. 105 There 
are other twaine on each side, commonly called dogge-teeth. 
1668 Culpepper & Cole Bart hoi. Anat. Man. iv. xii. 348 
Cutters, Dog-teeth, and Grinders. 1731 Arbuthnot Ail- 
ments (J.), For dividing of flesh, sharp-pointed or dog-teeth. 
1893 A. H. S. Landor Hairy Ainu in Yezo 233 Uncovering 
their fangs or dog teeth. 

2 . Dog-tooth spar: a variety of calcareous spar, 
crystallizing in pointed scalenohedral forms. 

1738 Woodward Catal. Fossils II. 78 They call it Dog- 
Tooth-Spar. 1823 H. J. Brooke Int rod. Crystallogr. 87 
The dodecahedral variety of carbonate of Time, commonly 
called dog-tooth spar, i860 Piesse Lab. Chem. Wonders 
33 Dogtooth crystals of carbonate of lime. 

3. Arch. A pointed ornament or moulding sug- 
gesting the idea of a projecting tooth, frequent in 
early mediaeval architecture. Also attrib. 

1836 H. G. Knight A rehit. Tour Normandy 199 The 
most common mouldings are the billet . , star, rope, beak- 
head, dog-tooth. 1851 Ruskin Stones Fen. I. xiv, English 
dogtooth moulding, whose sharp zigzag mingles richly with 
the curved edges of the tiling. Ibid. I. xx. § 23 The four- 
sided pyramid, .is called in architecture a dogtooth, i860 
G. E. Street in A rchaeol. Cant. III. ri6 The label is 
enriched with dog-teeth. 1870 F. R. Wilson Ch. Lindisf. 
x 6 j Enriched with.. dogtooth ornament. 

4. (Also dog's-tooth.) 4 A sharp steel punch used 
by marble-workers ' (Knight Diet. Mech.). 

5. attrib. Dog-tooth bit\ used as a rendering of 
L. lupatum frenum, a curb studded with jagged 
points like a wolf’s teeth. 

1894 Gladstone Horace , Odes 11 His Gallic steed he doth 
not guide With dogtooth bit. 

Hence Bog-tooth, v . tra?zs., to decorate with dog- 
tooth moulding : see 3 . 

1831 Ruskin Slones Fen. I. xxiii. § 12 It might easily have 
been dogtoothed, but the Byzantine architects had not 
invented the dogtooth. 1889 J. T. Fowler Notes on All 
Saints ' , Winterton 11 The two [columns], .with dog-toothed, 
horizontal bands. 

Dog-tree. [app. as bearing Dog-berries, q.v. ; 
whence called by the early herbalists dogberry-tree.’] 

1. The Common Dogwood or Wild Cornel. 

1548 Turner Names of Herbes 30 Comus. .The female is 
plentuous in Englande and the buchers make prickes of it, 
some cal it Gadrise or dog tree. 1613 Purchas Pilgrimage 
in. xvi. 326 The barke of the Cornell or dogge-tree. 

2. Locally applied to the Spindle-tree, Euonymus 
europaeus, the Elder, Sambucus nigra, and the 
Guelder-Rose, Viburnum Opulus. 

1703 Thoresby Let. to Ray (E. D. $.), Bur-tree, an elder 
or dog-tree. 1878-86 Britten & Holland Plant-n., Dog-tree 
..(2 ) Euonymus europaeus. Warw. Ibid. App., Dog-tree, 
Viburnum Opulus. Warw. 

Dog-trick. ? Obs. A low or 4 scurvy 1 trick ; 
a treacherous or spiteful act ; an ill turn. 
c 1540 tr. Pol. Verg. Eng. Hist. (Camd. No. 36) 284, I will 


heere, In the way of mirthe, declare a prettie dog tricke 
or gibe as concerninge this mayden. 1377 Harrison Eng- 
land in. ix. (1878) in 64 Gewgaws for fooles, dogtrleks 
for disards. 1612 T. James Jesuits' Down f. 13 They haue 
sundrie other dogtricks of cousenage. 1690 Dryden Don 
Sebast. 1. i, Learn bet ter manners, or I shall serve you a dog- 
trick. 1803 Times in Spirit. Pub. Jrnls. (1804) VII. 364 
Who scorns to resent that same dog-trick he play'd him. 

Dog-trot. 

1. An easy trot like that of a dog. 

1664 Butler Hud. n. ii. 754 They both advanc’d and 
rode A Dog-trot through the bawling Crowd. 1748 Richard- 
son Clarissa (1811) VII. 258, I hope that .. keeping on 
a good round dog-trot, I shall be able to overtake thee. 
1861 C. Boner Forest Creatures 2 [The wild boar] setting 
off at his old dog-trot. 1868 Lossing Hudson ii Our Indian 
took the heaviest [boat] , .and with a dog-trot bore it the 
whole distance, attrib . 1830 C. Clarke 3 Courses & Dessert 
n6 Still came on at a dog-trot pace. 

f b. Jig. A steady or habitual course of action ; 
a habit, 4 way Obs. Cf. Jog-trot. 

^ 1690 Dryden Amphitryon nr. Wks. T884 VIII. 54 I’ll fall 
into my old dog-trot of lying again, if this must come of 
plain dealing. 1742 Warburton Remarks Tillard'Wks. 1811 
XI. 152 The common dog-trot of infidelity and free-th inking. 

2. lit. A journey performed by dogs on the trot. 

1856 Kane A ret. Expl. II. i. 12 A dog-trot of near one 

hundred miles, where your dogs may drop at any moment. 

Dog-vane. Naut. 

1. 4 A small vane made of thread, cork, and fea- 
thers, or buntin, placed on the weather gunwale to 
show the direction of the wind ’ (Sailors Word-bk.\. 

1769 Falconer Diet. Marine (1789), Dog-Vane, a small 
light vane, formed of a piece of pack-thread about two feet 
in length. 1829 M arr yat F. M ildmay xiv, H is head turned 
like a dog- vane jn a gale of wind. 1859 O. W. Holmes 
Prof, Break/. -t. i, The fool s judgment is a dog- vane that 
turns with a breath, attrib. 1825 H. B. Gascoigne Nav. 
Fame 51 The Dog- vane Staff the Quartermaster moves, The 
wind upon the Larboard Quarter proves. 

2 . 4 1 amiliarly applied to a cockade/ 

1783 Grose Diet. Vulgar Tongue, Dowse your dog vane , 
take the cockade out of your hat. a 1814 Dibdin Bill Bob- 
stay, There’s Nipcheese, the purser, . .The eddy of Fortune 
stands on a stiff breeze in, And mounts, fierce as fire, a 
dog-vane in his hat. 

Dog-violet. Also dog’s violet, [transl. Bot.L.] 
The common name of Viola canina and other 
scentless species of wild violet. Originally merely 
a book-name ; but now in general use. 

1778 Lightfoot Flora Scot. (1789) 508 Viola canina. 
Dog’s Violet. 1801 Wither infs Brit. Plants (td. 4) II. 257 
P'liola] canina. Dog’s Violet. 1826 Scott Woodst . xxviii, 
Mistress Alice, whom I thought a very snow-drop, turned 
out a dog-violet ! 1870 Morris Earthly Par \ III. iv. 32 
The pale dog-violet Late April bears. 

Do*gward, adv. ( adj .) : see -ward. 
Dog-watch. Naut. [Cf. Dog-sleep.] The 
name given to the two short watches (of two hours 
each instead of four) : see quot. 1840 . 

1700 S. L. tr. Fryke’s Voy. E. hid. 7 Count Maurice’s 
Quarter hath the second Watch, and is also called the Dog- 
watch. 1836 E. Howard R. Reefer xxxii, About two 
bells in the first dog-watch the first-lieutenant decided 
upon furling the main-sail. 1840 R. H. Dana Bef Mast 
iii. 5 The watch from four to eight p.m., is divided into 
two half, or dog-watches, one from four to six, and the 
other from six to eight. By this means they divide the 
twenty-four hours into seven watches instead of six, and 
thus shift the hours every night. 

Bog-weary, a. = Dog-tired. 

1396 Shaks. 7 am. Shr. iv. ii. 60 O Master, master I 
haue watcht so long, That I am dogge-wearie. 2699 R. 
L’Estrange Colloq. Erasm. (iqn) 120, I was so Dog-weary 
of sitting. 1823 Lockhart in Scott's Fam. Lett. (1894) 11 . 
323 We are. .dog-weary every night. 

” Dog- whelk. [See Whelk.] The popular name 
of univalve molluscs of the genus Nassa. 

1836 Gosse Marine Zool. II. 129 Nassa, Dog-whelk. 288a 
Standard 26 Sept. 2/2 The dog- whelk, .is likewise a great 
enemy to the [cockle]. 

Bog-wMp. A whip for chastising or driving 
a dog. Cf. horsewhip. 

1363-87 Foxe A. 4 M. (1631) III. xii. 852/1 They _d id whip 
him about the Market with a dogge-whip, hauing three 
cords. 1677 Marvell Arg. New Part. Wks. 1776 II. 
565 A cowardly baffled sea captain, .once whipped with 
a dog whip, attrib. 1872 Tennyson Last Toum. 58 His 
visage ribb'd. .with dogwhip- weals. 

Dog-whipper. 

1. An official formerly employed to whip dogs 
out of a church or chapel. Locally retained, as an 
appellation of a sexton or beadle. 

2592 Nashe P. Penilesse Wks. (1883-4) I2 7 were verie 
gooa the dogwhipper in Paules would haue a care of this. 
1721 Audit- Bk. Christ's Coll, in Willis & Clark Cambridge 
(1886) III. 520 Paid Salmon the Dogwhipper a year ending 
at Mich, last 1. o. o. 1869 Lonsdale Gloss., Dog-whipper, 
a church beadle. 1887 Kentish Gloss., Dog-whipper, the 
beadle of a church, whose duty it was, in former days, to 
whip the dogs out of church. 1888 in Sheffield Gloss. 

2. Humorously applied to a university proctor in 
allusion to his 4 bull-dogs 

2789 J. Wolcott (P. Pindar) Subj.for Paint. Wks. 1812 
II. 204 Attended by each Dog-whipper called Proctor. 

Dog-wolf. [See Dog sb. 16 b.] A male wolf. 

2557 North Gueuara's Diall Pr. 114 b/2 Which y 4 dogge 
wolfe doth prouide both for the byche and her whealpes. 
1674 Josselyn Voy. New Eng. 22 When the Wolves have 
kill’d a beast, .not a Dog-Wolf amongst them offers to eat 
any of it, till the she-Wolves have fill’d their paunches. 1787 
Phil. Trans. LXXVII. 255, I happened to see a Dog-wolf. 


DOIXiY. 

Dogwood (d/>*gwud). [lit. wood of the Dog- 

tree, q.v.] 

1. The Wild Cornel, Cornus sanguinea, a shrub 
common in woods and hedgerows in the south of 
England/with dark red branches, greenish- white 
flowers, and dark purple berries. 

[Turner calls it dogberry tree', Lyte 4 Wilde Cornell tree, 
Houndes tree, and Hounde berie, or Dogge berie tree, and 
the Pricke timber tree, because Butchers vse to make 
prickes of it’.] 2617 Minsheu Ductor Ling.,. The Dogges 
tree, dogge-wood, or wilde cherrie tree, which Butchers 
make prickes of. 2733 Chambers Cycl. Supp. s.v, Cornus, 
The dogwood, or dogberry-tree. 1824 Miss Mitforo 
Village Ser. 1. (1863) 21 Promontories of dog-wood. 2859 
W. S. Coleman Woodlands (1862) 124 The Dogwood, or 
Wild Cornel. 

b. Applied to other species of the genus Comus ; 
esp., in N. America, to C. flo?-ida, a tree bearing 
large white or pink flowers, and scarlet berries. • 

1676 T. Glover A cc. of Virginia in Phil. Trans. XI. 628. 
1699 Phil Trans . XXL 437 We have also plenty of Pine, 
and Dog-wood, which is a fine Flower-bearing-Tree. 1859 
Longf. Hyperion ir. i, The dog-wood, robed in the white of 
its own pure blossoms. 2877 W* Matthews Etknogr . 
Hidatsa 27 These Indians seldom use tobacco alone, but 
mix it with the dried inner bark of ontt ov more species of 
dogwood, Cornus stolonifera and C. sericea. 

2. Applied to various other shrubs and trees, a. 
In Jamaica, various species of Piscidia , a genus of 
leguminous trees ; in New South Wales, a legumi- 
nous shrub , Jacksonia scoparict in Tasmania, the 
shrub or small tree Bedfordia salicina (N.O. Com- 
posite). b. Locally and improperly applied in 
England to the Spindle-tree, Alder Buckthorn, Bird- 
Cherry, Guelder Rose, and Woody Nightshade. 
(Britten & Holland.) c. With defining words: 
Black Dogwood, Bird-Cherry, Alder Buckthorn, 
and Piscidia carthaginensis , Poison Dogwood, 
the Poison Sumach of N. America (Rhus venenata). 
Pond Dogwood, Cephalanthus occidentalis of 
Louisiana (Miller Plant-n.). Striped Dogwood, 
Acer pennsylvanicum. White Dogwood, Guelder- 
Rose and Piscidia Erythrina. 

1725 Sloane Jamaica II. 275 Another sort of fishing they 
had with the bark of the tree called Dogwood iPiscidia 
Erythrina\ which being bruised and put into standing 
waters . .intoxicated [the fishes). 1838 Loudon A rboretum 
496 Euonymus Europaeus. , It is called Dogwood, because a 
decoction of its leaves was used to wash dogs, to free them 
from vermin. 2847 Leichhardt Jml. i. 11 Ironbark ridges 
here and there, .with dogwood (Jacksonia). .diversified the 
sameness. 2 866 Treas . Bot. 132 B[edfordia\ salicina, the 
Dogwood of Tasmania, has beautifully marked wood, suit- 
able for cabinet-work, 1867 Ure's Diet. Arts (1875) IL 764 
The woods yielding good powder charcoals are black alder, 
poplar, spindle tree, black dogwood, and chestnut. 2878 
Britten & Holland Plant-n., Dogwot d . . (3) Rhamnus 
Frangula. The ‘dogwood* used in the manufacture of 
gunpowder is produced by this shrub. Hants \ 

3. The wood of any of these ; esp. that of Cornus 
sanguinea, which is close and smooth-grained. 

1664 Evelyn Sylva 1. xx. (1729) 108 Wild-cornel, or Dog- 
wood, good to make Mill-Cogs, Pestles, Bobins for Bone- 
lace, Snakes for Wheels, & c. 2696 Land. Gas. No. 3206/4 
Angle-Rods made of Foreign Dogwood. 1859 Fairholt 
Tobacco (1876) 192 The tube is of dogwood such as butcher’s 
skewers are made of. 1875^ lire's Diet. Arts II. 69 Dog- 
wood, cornus sanguinea. . Little splinters of this wood are 
used by the watch-maker for cleaning out the pivot-holes of 
watches, and by the optician for cleaning deeply-seated 
small lenses. Its peculiarity is that it is remarkably free 
from silex. Toothpicks are also manufactured from dog- 
wood. 1C67, 1878 [see 2]. 

4. attrib. 

1707 Sloane Jamaica I. p. xii, Negroes take them [fish] 
by intoxicating them with Dogwood bark. 1769 W, Stork 
Acc. E. Florida 46 The ash, locust, and dog-wood-trees are 
here in abundance. 1873 lire's Diet. Arts II. 69 Dog-wood 
Bark, the bark of the Cornus florida . . much used in the 
United States as a substitute for Peruvian bark. 

Dohter, -or, -ur, obs. forms of Daughter. 
DoiI(e, obs. var. of Dole sbA, grief, mourning. 
Boiled, doilt (doild, doilt),///. a. Sc. Also 
(north, dial.) deyl’d, deylt. [cf. Dold.] Stupid; 
foolish, crazed ; affected in mind. 

2513 Douglas AEneis vnr. vi.^ 16 As thir beistis, or the 
doillit as, Thair fuid of treis did in woddis fet, 2606 Birnie 
Kirk-Buriall (2833) 34 It was long held as indifferent 
in the doylde dayes. 2639 Macallo Can. Physick 23 When 
the body becomes heavy, lazy and doiled. 2786 Burns 
Scotch Drink xv, Mony a poor, doylt, druken hash. 1814 
Scott Wav. xxx, Ye. doll'd dotard. 

Hence DoiTedness, stupidity, dullness. 

2588 A. King tr. Canisius* Catech., Cert. Deuot Prayers 23 
O God, mak me lauly without feignednes, mirrie without 
lightnes, grave without doildenes. 

Doilful, obs. form of Doleful. 

Doily (dorli), sb. or a. Also doiley, doyly, 
-ley, erron. d’Oyley, d’oylie. [from personal 
surname Doiley or Doyley. 

2712 Budgell Sped. No. 283 T 18 The famous Doily is 
still fresh in every one's Memory, who raised a Fortune by 
finding out Materials for such Stuffs as might at once be 
cheap and genteel. 1727 Sir H. Sloane in Phil. Trans. 
XXXI Y. 222 Mr. Doyly, (who was a great searcher after 
Curiosities, and gave Name to a sort of Stuffs worn in 
Summer). 2750-1800 Pegge MS. Note (Skeat, Philol. 
'Frans. 2885, 91) Doyley kept a Linnen-draper’s shop in the 
Strand, a little West of Catherine Street.] 
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4 1. aitrib. or adj. • The name of a woollen staff, 
4 at once cheap and genteel/ introduced for summer 
•wear in the latter part of the 1 7 th c. Ohs. 

1678 Dryden Kind Keeper iv. i, Some Doily Petticoats, 
and Manto's we have. 1697 Land. Gas;. No. 3293/4 A sad 
colour Doyly Drugget new Coat. 17x2 Akbuthnot John 
Ball 1, vi, His children were reduced from rich silks to Doily 
stuffs. 17x3 Addison Guardian. No. 102 p 2 Summer has 
often caught me in my Drap de Berry, and ' winter in my 
Doily suit. 1714 Gay Trivia r. 43 Now in thy trunk the 
D’oily habit fold, The silken drugget ill can fence the cold. 

2. sb. (Originally Doily-napkin.) A small or- 
namental, napkin used at dessert 

1711 Swift J ml. to Stella 23 Apr., After dinner we had 
coarse Doiley-napkins, fringed at each end, upon the table 
to drink with. 1785-95 Wolcott (P. Pindar J Lousiad n. 
Wks. I. 243 Who dares with Doylies des’perate war to wage. 
1708 Genii. Mag, LXVIU. n. 755/a Thus also the small 
table napkin called a D'Oyley. x8oa S. Rogers in Clayden 
Early Life (1887) 437 After dinner [in Paris] she threw about 
her some ugly and dirty English doyleys, which she also 
explained as the English fashion, and of which I felt quite 
ashamed. 1855 Ht. Martineau Autobiog. (1877) I. 63, 
I had been picking at the fringe of my doily. 

Doing (dz?ig), vbl. sb, [f. Do v. + -ing 3 .] 

1. The action of the verb Do ; action, proceeding, 
conduct ; performance or exception of something. 

^1325 Song Mercy 129 in E. E, P.(x86s) 122 In yre doinge. 
C1460 Fortescue Abs. fy Lim. Mon. ix, This" maner off 
doynge hath be so ofte practised, a 1533 Ld. Berners 
Hugh. c. 3 27 In the doynge is all the mater. 1638 Z. Boyd 
Zion's Flowers ( 1855) Introd. 40 It shall not be called your 
..doeing, what shall be done, .by another, 1722 Wollaston 
Relig. Nut. iv. 62 The faculties.. necessary to the doing of 
any thing. 1842 Tennyson St. Simeon Stylites 121 Tis 
their own doing ; this is none of mine, 
b. euphem. Copulation. 

3601 Shaks. A IPs Well n. iii. 246. a 1637 B. Jonson tr. 
Fragm. Petron. Arbiter Wks, (Rtfdg.) 740. 1675 Cotton 

Scoffer Scoft 117. 1869 Hazlitt Eng. Pros/. 305. 

2. That which is done ; a deed, act, action, per- 
formance, transaction, proceeding, piece of business. 
Usually (now always) in pi. 

App. little used in 1 8th c. ; Johnson says /now only used 
in a ludicrous sense, or in low, mean language 

c 1385 Chaucer L. G. W. 1681 Lucretia , Th’ exilynge of 
kynges Of Rome for here orible doinges. 1440 J. Shirley 
Detke K. James (1818) 21 That horribile doyrig andfaite. . 
at [= that] the said traitours hadde done. 1548-9 (Mar.) 
Bk. Com. Prayer , Morning Prayer ■, That al bur doinges 
may be ordred by thy gouernaunce. 1603 Shaks. Meas.for 
M. iv. i. 63 Volumes of report Run . Vpon thy doings. x6xx 
Bible Prov. xx. ir Even a child isknown by his doings. 1667 
Milton P. L. xi. 720 A Reverend Sire., of thir doings great 
dislike declar'd. 1799 J, Jay Corr. § Paper${\%iyi)VJ . 259 Our 
conversation here turns so much on Great Britain and (as 
some phrase it) her doings, 18x6 Scott Antiq. x Iii, You'll 
do this poor ruined family the best day’s doing that has 
been done them since Redhand’s days. 1825 Coleridge 
Lett. Convers. etc. II. 212 My thoughts, wishes, and 
prayers follow you in all your doings and strivings. 

3. with adverbs or adverbial phrases : see Do v. 

c 1340 Ham pole Prose Tr. 12 Cbnsalle es doynge awaye of 

world es reches, and of all delytes of all thyngez pat mane 
may be tagyld with. 1483 Cath. Angl . 103/1 A Doynge 
welle, beneficencia. 18x4 Col. Hawker Diary (1893) I. 122 
The house was shabby for want of new doing up. 

Doing (ding), ppl. a. [f. as prec. + -ing 2 .] 
That does, acts, performs, etc. (see Do v.) ; spec. 
actively engaged or occupied, busy ; energetic. 

1576 Fleming Fanopl. Epist. 308 One while I wil be 
doomg with this booke, another while with that. 1591; 
Percivall Sp. Diet., Rebuelto, cavallo. rebuelto . . a lustie 
doing horse. 1646 Bp. Maxwell Burden Issachar in 
P.kmix{vjti&) II. 273 The active and doing men. 1792X0. 
Grenville in Lecky Eng. in 28th C. (1887) VI, 54 All 
that themost doing Government could do in twenty years. 

t Dois. Sc. Obs, [app. related to early moa.Du. 
do&sen to strike with force and noise : cf. Dush.] 
Shock ( of bodies meeting) ; crash. 

*535 Stewart Cron. Scot, (1856) II. 118 With sic ane 
dois togidder that tha draif, Quhill all their scheildis into 
pecis raif. . 

Doit (doit). Also 7 doite, doyt. [a. early 
mod. Du. duit (in MDu. also duyt, deuyt, doyt,deyi ), 
whence also Ger. deut. Of uncertain derivation. 
Kluge and Franck identify it with Norse pveit 
piece cut off, small piece of land, a unit of weight, 
a small coin, L.pvita to cut.]' 

X. A small Dutch coin formerly in use, the eighth 
part of a stiver, or the half of an English farthing ; 
hence (chiefly in negative phrases) as the type of 
a very small or trifling sum. (Cf. Denier 3.) 

. Also called doitkin or Dodkin (q.v.) ; it had illegal currency 
in England in the 15th c. It was prob. originally of silver, 
and afterwards of base silver ; finally it was of copper. 

1594 Nashe Unfort. Trav. 5 The pore man might haue 
his moderate draught, .for his doit or his dandijprat. x6io 
Shaks. Temp . n. ii. 33 They will not giue a doit to relieue 
a lame Begger. 1630 J. Taylor (Water P.) Wks. Aaiij a/i 
(Stanf.) They are monstrous thriuers. Not like the Dutch- 
men in base'Doyts and Stiuers. 1638 Bp. Sanderson Serm. 
II. 104 We disburs’d not a mite, not a doyt towards it 
*755 Smollett Quix, (1803) IV. 224, 1 print for profit, with- 
out which, reputation is not worth a doit. 1784 Cowper 
Task v. 316. 1850 Carlyle Latler-d. P. ii. (1872) 72 Every 
doit of the account, .will have to be settled one day. 

b. Transferred to various small coins. 

1728 Episc. Ch. Rec. in Cramond Ann. Banff (1893) II. 
158 In French dytts and lettered bodies £9. 11. 8. 1744 
Ibid: 159 The Thesaurer cannot get disposed of the doits 
belonging to the Chapel. 1882 Bithell Counting-ho. Diet . 
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(18931 too Doit, ■ a Hindostan copper coin, 120 to a. rupee. 
2893 Cramond Ann. Banff II. 158 The doits on hand in 
1739 were sold' for "£x% xSs. Sc., and in 1743 the discount on 
doits, .at four for a halfpenny amounted to £7 5 J - Sc. 

2. transf. and fig. A very small piece or part of 
anything; absol, a very little, a. bit, a jot ; esp. in 
phr. not to care a doit . 

1660 Fisher Rusticks Alarm Wks. (1679) 341 Many Holy 
Prophets Writings are lost, but not a Doit of the Doctrine. 
1695 Com^y-E. Love for L. iii. v, He does not care a doit 
for your, person, a 1734 North Exam. 1. ii. § 83 (1740) 74 
No Doit of that appears from him. 1849 Mrs. Carlyle 
Lett. II. 94 As if anybody out of the family of Friends 
cared a doit about W. Penn. 

Doi'ted, ct. Sc. [Of nncertain origin : perh. a 
variant of Doted, As the oi, however, is here a true 
diphthong, the form is to be distinguished from 
Sc, words in which oi was merely a fashion of 
spelling long J.] 

Having the faculties impaired, esp. by age. 
c 1425 Wyntoun Cron. v. xii. 4041 The doytyd qwennys 
off that land: 15. . Dunbar* s Tua mariit Wemen 377 
(Jam.) Full doitit was his heid [X T.S. ed. reads dotitj. 
a 1605 Polwart Flytingw. Montgomerie 36 At mens com- 
mand that laikes ingyne, Quhilke, doytted dyvours ! gart 
thee dyte them. 1787 Burns Brigs of Ayr 244 Fit only for 
a doited monkish race. 1823 Lamb Elia Ser. 11. N. Year's 
Coming off Age, Which plainly shewed her old head to be 
little betier than crazed and doited. 1825 Scott Pant. 
Lett. 11 Oct. (1894) II. 351 Old friends left in the bloom of 
youth have . . become . . doited old bodies, 

Doitkin : see Dodkin. 

Dokan, -en, obs. forms of Docken. 

Boke (d^'k). N ow only dial. Also 7-8 doak. 
[perh. originally dolk, var. of Balk 2 , Dawk l : cf. 
EFris .dofke small hollow, dimple ; see also Dole.] 
A hollow, depression ; a dint ; a dimple. 

1615 Crooke Body off Man 621 The doke or dimple in the 
middest of the chin. 1674 Ray S. # E. C. Words 64 Doke, 
a deep Dint or furrow. 2674 N. Fairfax Bulk <§■ Selv. 130 
His two forefeet, which he had thrust so into the soft of her 
sides, as to make two deep doaks there. 1705 Lend. Gaz. 
No. 4156/4 Stolen, .a. .Mare.. with a Doke in her Skull 
over her right Eyebrow four inches long. 1866 Spectator 20 
Jan. 72 The little doke in the end of the nose. 

Doke, obs. form of Duck, Duke. 

Doket, obs. form of Docket, Ducat. 

Doke’tie, Do'ketism, etc., forms preferred by 
some to Docetic, Docetism, etc., as truer phonetic 
representatives of the Greek. See K, 

1877 Eadie Comm. Thess. 149 The apostle had his eye on 
Doketic views. 1882 Cave & Banks tr. Domer's Chr. 
Doctr. III. 206 The finest form of Doketism. 1882-3 
Schaff Encycl. Relig. Kturwl. I. 445 The doketistic 
Gnostics. 

Dokimastie, -asy, var. ff. Docimastio, -asy. 
Dol, obs. form of Dal, Dole, Dull. 
BoTabrate, Bot. [f. L. doldbra (see next) + 
-ate z .] ^Dolabkiform. Syd. Soc. Lex. 1883. 
f Dola'bre. Obs. rare. [ad. L. doldbra mattock, 
pickax, f. dolare to chip, hew; prob. immediately 
from an identical OF. form.] An adze. 

' 1474 Caxton Chesse m. ii. Evjbj The carpenters ben 
signefyed by the dolabre or squyer. 

Dolabriform (ddse'brifpjm), a. [f. L. doldbra 
pickax + forma shape, form: cf . F . dolabriforme.J 
Ax-shaped, cleaver-shaped ; in applied to 
fleshy leaves having one side thick and straight, 
the other sharp and convex, as in Mesembryanthe - 
mum dolabriforme. Also, in Entom to joints of 
antennae or other parts of a similar form. 

1753 Chambers Cycl. Supp., Botany Tab. 2 Distinctions 
of the Leaves, .polabriform. 1819 Pantolog ia, Dolabriffornt 
..in botany, an axe or hatchet-shaped leaf. .Compressed, 
roundish, obtuse, .with a sharp edge, roundish below. 1828 
Stark Elem. Nat . Hist. II. 294 Palpi . . terminated by 
a dolabriform joint. 1843 Humphreys Brit. Moths II. 1x9 
Wings, .with broad black fascia, .which extends.. as far as 
the middle of the wing, where it is dolabriform. 

fDola-tion. Obs. rare — 0 , [n. of action f. L. 

dolare to hew.] Smoothing with an adze. 

1656 Blount Gl. t Dotation, a smoothing or making even. 

Dolcau (d^'lkan). [f. It. dolce sweet: cf. It. 
dolciano .] A kind of organ stop (see quots.). 

1852 J. J. Seidel Organ 20 Stops . . made wider at the 
upper end than the lower, as is the case with the. .Dolcan. 
1877 Hopkins & Rimbault The Organ (ed. 3) II. xxii. 137 
Dolcan .. is a manual stop of 8 feet, the pipes of which are 
of larger diameter at the top than at the bottom, producing 
a very agreeable tone. 

II Dolce far niente (d<rltj> far nie*nt<?). [It. ; 
= 4 sweet doing nothing \] Delightful idleness. 

1814 Byron in Moore Life (1832I III. 100 (Stanf.) Making 
the most of the ‘dolce far niente’ [at Hastings]. 1830 
]Lon<3F. in Life, (1891) I. 187 It is there .. that the dolce far 
niente of a summer evening 5s most heavenly. 1883 W. H. 
Russell in 19 th Cent. Sept. 490 That form of the dolce fir 
niente which is termed meditation. 

attrib. 1865 H. Kingsley Hillyars 4- Burtons i. His 
dohe far niente, insolent manner. 

Doleinist, -it© : see Dulcinist. 
t Bold, ppl. a. Obs. [perh. orig. pa. pple. of 
*dol~en,y ar. of dull-en , Dull v. : cf. OE. dol adj., 
dull, foolish, stupid; also Sc. dowd, Dow vf] 
Stupid, ineit, as through old age, cold, etc. 

.£■1460 Tentmeley My st. 27 {Noe) Hit is wonder that I last 
sich an old dote Alle dold [rime old}. Ibid. 98 {Shepherd 


DOLE: 

in field by night) What these wedirs ar cold, and I am 
ylle happyd ; , I am nere hande dold, so long have I nappyd. 

poldrum (d^-ldrom). U^sually in pi. doldrums, 
[app. in its origin a slang term, prob. a deriv. of 
prec., or of dol. Dull. For the form cf. tantrum. J 
+ 1 . slang. A dullard; a dull, drowsy, or sluggish 
fellow. Obs. 

18x2 Examiner 7 Sept. 571/x A doldrum is, we believe, 
the carit word for a long sleeper. 1824 Scott Let. to Son 
22 Oct. in Lockhart, 1 hope you will make your way to the 
clever fellows and not put up with Doldrums, [nt 1840 Bar- 
ham Ingol. Leg., Row in Omnibus x Doldrum the 
Manager sits in his chair.] 

2. pi. The doldrums. 

a. A condition of dullness or drowsiness ; 
dumps, low spirits, depression. 

x 8 xx Morning Herald 13 Apr, in Spirit Pub. Jmls. 
(x8x2) XV. T75, I am now in the^doldrums; but when I get 
better, Twill send you [etc j. ( 1835 Marryat Jac. Faithf. 
xi, ‘Come, father, old Dictionary is in the doldrums; 
rouse him up with another stave.' 1862 Athenaeum 30 
Aug. 266 A glass of brandy-and-water is a panacea for the 
doldrums/ 1886 C. Kef.ne^ Let. in G. S. Layard Life xi. 
(1892) 363 The great thing is to evade ‘ the Doldrums 

b. The condition of a ship in which, either from 
calms, or from baffling winds, she makes no head- 
way; a becalmed state. 

1824 Byron Island n. xxi. From the bluff head where 
I watch’d to-day, l saw her in the doldrums ; for the wind 
Was light and baffling. 1833 Marryat P. Simple xliii, 
As we ran along the coast, I perceived a vessel under the 
high land in what the sailors called the doldrums ; this is, 
almost becalmed, or her sails flapping about in every 
direction with the eddying winds. 

jig. 1883 Times (weekly ed.) 16 Feb. 10 The ship of 
State has escaped the tornado,; but seems becalmed in a 
kind of political and financial doldrums. 1805 Sir T. 
Sutherland in Westm. Gaz. 11 July r/3 At the present 
moment the trade appears to be in the doldrums. 

C. An intellectually non-plussed condition. 

1871 G. Meredith H. Richmond xxvii, My wits are in 
the doldrums. 1878 J. Rv O’ Flanagan Irish Bar (1879) 
142 The Counsellor’s questions put him in a doldrum. 

8 . transf. A region in which ships are specially 
liable to be- becalmed ; spec. {Equatorial dol - 
drums'), the region of calms and light baffling 
winds near the equator, where the trade winds meet 
and neutralize each other. 

(Apparently due to a misunderstanding of the phrase *xn 
the doldrums V the state being taken as a locality.) 

1855 Maury Phrs. Geog. Sea x. §583 The /equatorial 
doldrumk ' is another of these calm places. Besides being 
a region of calms and baffling winds, it is a region noted for 
its rains 1883 E. F. Knight Cruise Falcon {1887) 26 The 
sultry doldrums, where a ship may lie for weeks.. a region 
of unbearable calm, broken occasionally by violent squalls. 
Dole (d<?4\ sb.l Forms: i.'d&l, 2-4 dal(e, 3 
dol, 4-6 dooI(e, 5 doylle, dooll, 6 Sc. daill, 6-7 
doal(e, 3 - dole. [OE. dal, a parallel form to 
dxl which gives Deal sb . 1 In senses 5 - 7 , used as 
n. of action from Deal v. See also Dale 2 .] 

1 1- r Fhe state of being divided ; division. Obs. 
c 1000 ZElfric Exod. viii. 23 Ic sette dal betvvux pin folc 
& min folc, C1275 Passion Our Lord 446 i.11 O. E. Misc. 
50 Hi nolden J>er-of makie nones cunnes dol. c 1340 Cursor 
M. 23521 (Trin.) pel are in onehede so in dole. 

J* 2. A part or division of a whole ; a portion ; 
= DeaI/ sbp ,1. Obs. 

a xooo G/ithlac (Gr.) 25 Is pes middan-geard dalum ^edaeled. 
<rxx75 Lamb . Horn. 47 Beo heo dal neominde of heofene 
riches blisse, c 1200 Ormin 8266 Sippenn wass pe kinedom 
O fowwre daless dmledd. a 1225 A ncr. R. 10 pe latere dole 
of his sawe Ii rupee) to recluses; vor per beoS two dolen to 
two manere of men pet beoS of religion. £1250 Gen. <S* Ex. 
151 On four doles delen he c)e aer. 13.. E. E. A Hit. P. 
B. 216 Per he tynt pe type dool of his tour ryche. a 1400-50 
Alexander 3844 As pai pe forthing-dole had of pe flode 
past. 1573 Tusser Hush, xlviii. (1878) 104 Amongst those 
same hi. locks deuide them by doles. 

b. Mining. A portion of ore : see quots. 

1823 Crabb Technol. Diet., Dole (Min.), a pile of ore for 
sale. 1874 J, H. Collins Metal Mining 112 The piles or 
doles belonging to the different parties. x88o W. Corfu/. 
Gloss., Dole, a parcel of copper ore; a share in a mine; 
mine dues. ‘What dole do you pay?’ 

+ c. A portion of a common or undivided field ; 
-Dale 2 i. Obs. 

1523 F itzherb. Sum/. 41 They [meadows] ought to be well 
staked bytwene euery mannes dole. x6xx ‘ Blanch. Crt. 
Leet Rec. (1885) XI. 263 One Barne and a doale of Lande. 
1787 W. Marshall Norfolk II. xo "To' 'cut and burn ant-hills 
off a dole belonging to his farm, upon a common. 

d. A portion (conventionally fixed) for sale ; 
a ‘lot*. 

1887 Doncaster Tradesman's Advt. Bill, We shall clear 
out several hundred doles of superior Wakefield Worsted at 
9 id and ix^d per dole. 

3. A part allotted or apportioned to one, or be- 
longing to one by right.; share, portion, lot. arch. 

a 1225 St. Marker. 22 Ne schaltu habben wiS me dale of 
heouene riche, a 1240 Ureisun x 50 in Coil. Horn. 199 pa 
schalt me a ueir dol of heoueriche blisse. c 1325 Chron. 
Eng. 414 in Ritson Metr. Rom. II. 287 Made al Englond 
yhol Falle to ys oune dol. 13. . E. E. A Hit. P. B. 699, 1 .. 
dy3t drvi'ry per-inne, doole alper-swettest. 1548 Forrest 
Pleas. Poesye 649 0 Nobul thynge belongethe to ^youre 
Doale [rime soule]. x 6 ox Shaks. Alls Well XL iii. 17^ 
What great creation, and what dole of honour Flies where 
you bid it. *676 Hale Contempt. 1. 272 Our measure and 
dole is given unto us. . ' 1871 Tennyson Last Tournament 
556 Hath not our great Queen My dole of beauty trebled? 
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4 portion or lot (in' life) ; fate; destiny : chiefly 
in 'nroverbial phr. Happy man be his dole . arch . 

’ ? « Leo Pari. Byrdes I?9 -in Had E P, P 111 176, I 
•woulde the hauke brake his necke, Or [were] brought vnto 
some myscheuous dale \ rime tale] 1562 J. Hey wood Prov. 
1 Efiigr. (1867) 169, Happy man happy dole, so say sycke 
and bole. 1596 Shaks. i. Hen, IV, 79 Happy man be 
dole sav I : euery man to his businesse, 1663 Butler 
i ui 658 Let us that are unhurt and whole Fall on, 
and happy Man he’s Dole. 1803 W. S. Rose A mad is 99 
Death be his dole who worst maintains the strife. 1838 
Southey Doctor V. 147 Happy man would be his dole, 

who, when he had made up his mind [etc.]. 

5 . Dealing out or distribution ot gifts; esp. of 
food or money given in charity. 

Lay. 19646 Six cnihtes..gan to pas kmges dale, 
swulc heo weoren vn-hale. 1397 R. Glouc. (1724) 165 
Messasrers in pouere monne wede, pat at doles in pe court 
her mete myd o^ere bede, c 1449 Pecock Repr. 111. xv. 375 
Of the ouerplus make doole to othere. 16250 Sanderson 
is Semi. (1637) 60 The Gifts here spoken of are distributed 
as it were by doale. 1653 Milton Hirelings Wks. (1851) 
088 As he dispenses it in his Sunday Dole. 1778 Eng. 
Gazetteer fed. 2, St ret ham, Surry., has a charity-school, 
and a dole every Sunday, of 21 two-penny loaves. 1878 
Browning La Saisiaz 59 Pleasures stinted in the dole. 

' fb. Dealing, distribution, delivery (of blows, 
death). Obs. 

a 1325 (ed. Pynson) Sir Beues(i 885T 48 note, PA theysayde, 

seke and hole, That they had ben a " ’ ° 

TTT twt/a T 


seke and Hole, 1 nat tney naa ucn at Beuys dole. 1587 1 * leming 
Contn. Holinshed III. 1321/2 They.. fought couragioushe, 
as if the Greeks and Troians had dealt thejr deadlie dole. 

1597 Shaks. 2 Hen. IV, 1. i. 169 That m the dole of 
blowes your Son might drop. 1621 Fletcher Isl. Prin- 
cess iv ii, Dealing large doles of death. 1671 Milton 
Samson 1529 What if.. He now be dealing dole among 

h 0 .°That which is distributed or doled out ; esp. a 
gift of food or money made in charity. Hence, 
a portion sparingly doled out. 

1362 Langl. P . PI. A. m. 63 Whon 3e ^iuen doles. 1480 
Caxton Chron. Eng. ccxlvi; (1482) 311 A dole to poure 
peple of vi shyllvnges viii pens to be delyd peny mele. 1566 
R; Mighells in Suckling Suffolk (1847) 86 1 here was 
tythe of fysche called Christs dole, paid in this manner: 
vidF, of every fisher boat going to the sea, half a dole. 
163s R. Bolton Corn/. Affl. Consc. vi. 396 Rich men cast 
into the Treasury large Doles, and royall offerings. 1793 
Burke Rem. Policy Allies Wks. VII. 136 At Paris.. the 
bread they buy is a daily dole. 1862 Merivale A om, E nip. 
(1871) V. xl. 55 Recipients of the ordinary dole of grain. 
i^ Times (weekly ed.) 19 Jan. 59/4 Not a penny of it 
was distributed until November 1, and then only m doles 
and driblets. _ - , 

f b. Reward given to hounds. Obs. 

1576 Turberv. Venerie 144 The houndes must he rewarded 
with the Bowels, the bloud and the feete. .it is not called a 
rewarde but a dole. 1688 R. Holme Armoury 11. 187/2 
Dole is the reward of a Roe-Buck, given to the Hounds, 
c. transf. and Jig. 

1642 Milton Apol. Smect. i. Wks. (1847) 85/1 Who made 
you the busy almoner to deal about this dole of laughter 
and reprehension? 2844 Mrs. Browning Vision Poets 
ccxvi. Poems 1850 I. 232 Hand-service, to receive worlds 

4 * 7 . Dealing, intercourse ; = Dale 2 2. Obs. 

PX340 Cursor M. 683 (Trin.) pese beestis were so melee in 
dole Wibouten hurtyng j?ei ^eoden hole. 154? Coverdale, 
etc. Erasm. Par. 1 Peter ni. 7 Yf hothe parties . . refrayne 
from bodyly doale. 1561 Child Marriages (1897) 9 He had 
neuer any Carnal! dole with her. 

8. attrib. and Comb., as m dole-bag, -beer, -cup, 
-penny, - silver ; dole-fish, (see quot. 1641) ; dole- 
land, -meadow, -moor, a piece of common 
land, moor, etc. in which various persons have 
portions indicated by landmarks, but not divided 
off; dolesman, -woman, a man or woman who 
receives a dole ; dole-window, a window at which, 
doles were distributed. 

16x0 B. Jonson Alch.1. i, Sell the *dole-beere to aqua-vitae 
men. 1583 J. Higins tr. Junius' Nomenclator ■ (N.) Pain 
daumosne, * dole-bread. <*1652 Brome City Wit iv. iv. 

Wks. 1873 I. 352 Five pound in dole bread. *1845 Mrs. 
Bray Warleigh xiii, He ..received the customary fee, and 
having drunk what was called a ‘■’•dole cup" of excellent 
waters, returned home. x533 _ 4 Act 25 H en. VIII, c. 4 § 2 
No. .person. .shall. .bie any dole or dooles of any of the 
maryners of any of the seid shyppe or shippes, called the 
maryners *Dole fysshe. 1641 Termes de la Ley 126 Dole-fish 
seemeth to bee those fishes which the fisher-men yeerly 
employed in the North seas, doe of custome receive for 
their allowance. 1805 W. Taylor in Ann. Rev. HI. §7 
The plots of field are often parcelled out like ^dole-lands in 
petty compartments. x88x Times 30 Mar. 11/4 The trustees, 
the *dolesmen, and the # doleswomen might be a small group 
of old faces well known to one another. 1726 Diet. Rust. 
(ed. 3) s.v. * Dole-Meadow, a Meadow wherein several Per- 
sons have a share. 1825-7 Hone Every-Day Bk. II. 918 
The two large pieces of common land called *DoIemoors. 
Ibid. 921 The Marks for allotting Dolmoors. x686 Plot 
Staffordsh. 314 This *do!e-penny is given to all persons 
then residing in the parish. 1579 Sc. Acts Jas. VI (1814) 
169 (Jam.) All landis, annuellis, obitis, *daill siluer, mailxs, 
rentis, etc. 1859 Turner Dom. Archit. III. 11. vu. 2x4 
In the hall, .is a low side window, called a *Dole window, 
formerly used for distributing alms. 

Dole, dool, dnle (dtf u l> d£l), sb% arch, and 
dial. Forms : a. 3-4 deol, del, (3 deil, 4 diol, 
dyel), 4-5 deel, dele, (deyl(le) ; 0 . 3-5 doel, 
(5 doell) ; 3-5 dol, (4-5 doul, 5 doll), 4-9 dool, 
dole, (4-7 doole, 6 doal(e, 7 dowle) ; 4 doil, 4-5 
cLoile, doyl, doyll, 3 doylle ; 7. 4 duel, dul, 4-9 
dule, 4-5 duyl, 5 Sc. dwle, 6-7 dulle, duill; 6 
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deni, 6-7 dewle, 7-8 Sc. deule ; 5 . 5 duyel, 
dueyl, deuel, 6-7 duel!. [a. OF. doel (nth c.), 
duel (i2--i4th c.), deol, diol, dial, diel,del fr$\h c.), 
dol, dul, dad (14th c.), duil, dueil (16-1 7th c/>, 
mod.F. dcuil late L. dolium grief. The manifold 
forms of the OF. word are reflected in Middle Eng- 
lish. The deol type, which first prevailed, and was 
at length reduced to del, became obs. before 1500. 
The dol, dole form survived in English till the 16th 
c., and its normal representative in modern English 
is dool; but the word became to a great extent ob- 
solete by 1600, and some of its modern revivers have 
preferred the ME. spelling afc/c. It has always been 
retained in Sc., where it is now regularly del, dul, 
variously spelt dool, duil , dule ; dule also occurred 
in English from 14th to 16th c., and is used in pre- 
ference to dole or dool by some modem poets. In 
addition to these derivatives from OF., the forms 
duyel, dueyl, deuel, dueil, imitating later French 
types, occur from Caxton onwards.] 

1. Grief, sorrow, mental distress, 
a. c XZ90 S. Eng. Leg. I. 42/285 Ech man hadde deol 
berof. 1307 Elegy Edw. I, vii, For del ne mihte he 
speke na more. CX320 Cast. Love no Alas whiclie sore we 
and dyel ther wes ! 1393 Langl, P. Pi. C. xxi. 306 And 
al hus issue sholden deye with deol. <71420 Anturs of 
Arth. xxv, Thenke quat. .dele, that. I inne duelle. . 

j8. a 1240 Wohunge in Cott. Horn. 285 Leue me vnder- 
stonde bi dol and herteli to felen sum hwat of );e sorhe. 
c 1320 Seuyn Sag. (W.) 2574 For doel therof amorewe he 
starf. c 1330 R. Brunne Chron. 165 [She] felle R[ichard] to 
fote gretand, j>at doole him nam. c 1375 Sc. Leg. Saints, 
'Thomas 250 He vald . . bryne (?ame sene ine doile and va. 
a 430 Lydg. Bochas 1. i. (1544) 4 a, Continual sorow, dread, 
dole. <7x450 Merlin 90 The quene dide wepe as she 
that hadde grete doel. CX460 Tmvneley Myst. (Surtees) 62 
Alas for doylle we dy ! x 579 Spenser SheJ>h. Cal. F eb. 
155, I. .Am like for desperate doole to dye. 1580 Sidney 
Ps. xmi. vi, Why art thou, my soule, Cast down m such 
dole?" a 1605 Polwart F ly ting w. Montgomerie 526 Dryve, 

with doole, to death detestabill, This mad mahtious monster 
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miserabill. 1667 Milton P.L. iv. 894 lo change 'I orment 
with ease, & soonest recompence Dole with delight. 1770 
C. Keith Farmer's Ha' 31 They banish hence a’ care and 
dool. 1820 Scott Monast. v, The Kelpy has risen horn the 
fathomless pool, He has lighted his candle of death and ot 
dool. 1850 Mrs. Browning Poems II. 87 Earths warm- 
beating joy and dole. , , . Ar l^T 

y. a 1300 Cursor M. 23975 1 Cott.) Hir dule [n.r._ dole] 
ne rna i noght for-dill, Lot wit hir wepeing wepe 1 will. 
^1425 Wyntoun Cron. vm. xxvn. 93 Ihe Dwje, pat pal 
had in bat Fycht. 1500-20 Dunbar Poems x iv. 23 Ine 
dulisthat communis dois sustene. 1631 A. Craige Pitgr. 

& H eremite 7 Thy duill, her delight, a x8soRossetti Dante 
& Circ. ii, (1874) 287, I stand all day in fear and dule. 

8. 1307 Elegy Edw. /, i, My song, Of duel that Deth hath 
diht us newe, <7 1477 Caxton Jason 18 b, Wherof their kmg 
..hath had grete dueyl and sorowe. Ibid, x 16 Jason de- 
rnened so grete a duyel and sorow. 

2 . The expression of sorrow or gnef; mourning, 
weeping, lamentation ; chiefly in phr. To make dole, 

to lament, mourn. , . , 

«. c X290 Beket 645 in Eng. Leg. I. 125 pe deol bat 
thomas makede : no tounge telle ne may. # J3°? Tails 5* 
Passion 83 in E. E. P. (1862) 15 Who spekib of deil a-jebat 
del . neuer such nas per none, c 1350 Leg. Cat A., Joachim 
& Anna 133 Gret diol made Anne for him. 1393 Langl, 
P. PL C. xx. 3x8 pauh men maken muche deol in here 
angre, And heo inpacient in here penaunces. c 1420 Chron. 
Vilod. 774 For hurre deth he made gret deylle. . 

B. a 1300 Cursor M. 10455 (Ghtt.) pu blamys me for 1 
mak dol Ibid, 16752+97 (Cott.) Ilk a creature for hisded 
made doyl on per wise, c 1380 Wyclif Serm. Sel. Wks. 
II. 99 Jesus making dool in himsilf cam to pe sepulcre. 
c 1450 Merlin 34 After the corse was made grete doel and 
wepynge. a 1547 Surrey JEneid iv. 43 Time of thy doole, 
thy spouse new dead, I graunt None might thee move, xooo 
Shaks. A. Y . L. 1. ii. 139 Making such pittiful dole. 1790 
Burns Bard's Epitaph 5 Owre this grassy heap sing dool, 
And drap a tear. 1859 Tennyson Elaine 1130 She died. 
So that day there was dole in Astolat. 

y. <71380 Sir Ferumb. 3785 Four sithes he ful a-doun 
y-sowe, & opre dules made ynowe, & ofte cryede, Alas ! 
C1425 Seven Sag. (P.) 710 For the dule he made ther-fore, 
The knyght hym selven he was for-lore. 15x3 Douglas 
JEneis 11. i. 25 Thair langsum duile and murnyng. 1546 
St. Papers Hen. VIII, XI. 13 There was evensong song 
of our Lady, very freshely, to recompense the deul bifore. 
X559 Sackville in Mirr. Mag, Induct.^ xiv, The deadly 
dewle, which she so sore dyd make, With dolefull voice. 
X567 Fenton Fragm. Disc. 12 Dolefull voyce, redoubled 
with an eccho of treble dule. , , . 

8 . C 1500 Melusine xxxiii. 234 He lefte & passed bis deuel 
the best wyse that he coude. a 1656 Ussher Ann. vi. (1608] 

95 Continual dueil, and mourning for him. 

f b. Clothes , habit, weeds of dole : mourning gar- 
ments, = sense 5. Obs. 

c X340 Cursor M. 10419 (Laud) Clothis of dele {vrr. deol] 
she did on there. 1388 Wyclif 2 Sam. xiv. 2 Be thou 
clothid; with dopth of duyl [v.rr. depl, doel, deel, deyl]. 
1577 Fenton Gold. Epist. (1582) 5 To weare attire of dule. 
4 3 . Physical pain or suffering. Obs. rare . 

<71320 Sir Beues 602 pis is pe ferste dai of ?oul, pe god 
was boren wip outen doul. c 1350 Will. P aleme 2757 He 
for dul of pe dent diued to pe ground. # . 

4. That which excites sorrow, grief, or pity ; a 
grievous or piteous thing ; a grief, sorrow. 

c 1290 Eng. Leg. I. 43/303 pat deol it was to seo. 1413 
Pilgr. Sowle (Caxton 1483) iv. xxxvm. 63 Grete doel and 
pyte was hit to byholde. c 1439 Chev. A ssigne 359 Hit was 
doole for to see f sorowe y* he made. <71450 Erie TolousEox 
Grete dele hyt was to see. <71450 Cov, Myst. (18417 47 
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Gret doyl it Is to se this watyr so wyde ! 1789 Burns To 

Toothache iv,. O’ a’ the numerous human dools.. ihou 
bear’st the gree. . 

4 5 . transf. Clothing or trappings worn as a sign 
of mourning; ‘mourning’. Obs. 

c 1500 Melusine xxxiv. 239 The kynge . . fette the pucelle, 
and despoylled her of her dueyl & black Nothing. _ _ I 599 
Sickness + Death Philip II, in Harl. Mice. (Malh.) II. 286 
My body shall be borne by eight' of my chiefest servants .. 
all in dewle. 1636 in M acini Mag. XLVI. 80 A horsse in 
doole. 16.. in Q. Eliz. Aead.iy 869) 32 Sertayne gentle- 
men in Dowle. 1734 R. Keith Hist. Ch. $ St. Scot. 207 

(Jam.) To wear the deule for that day. 

0 . A funeral. Obs. exc. dial. 

1548 Hall Chron:, Hen. V. 50 The conduyt & ordre of 
thys dolorous dole was commaunded to sir William Philip 
treasorer of the kinges houshold. a 1828 Bewick Upgetttng 
(1850) X3 ‘The ,spak o’ the great Swire’s deeth. .and the 

number oh fwoak that went to his dhael.* . 

47 . A fanciful term for a company of doves. 
[From their mournful cooing.] Obs. 

1486 Bk. St. Albans F vj b, A Dueil of Turtillis. 

8. attrib as dole colour ; dole-cloth, -pall, a 
funeral pall; dole (dule) habit, weeds, mourning 
clothes; dule tree, ? a hanging-tree, a gibbet. 

1508 Dunbar T ua Mariit Women 420, I drup. . with a ded 
luke, in my dule habit. 1535 Stewart Cron. Scot. 111 . 73 
5oung Alexander was crownit King efter King Wimame 
his Fader: deceissit, and tuke on him the Dule Weld, and 
for his Saik delt Almous-Deid. 1536 Bellenden Cron. 
Scot. (1821 ) 1. 241 Arrayit in thair dule habit, for doloure of 
thair husbandis. 1542 in. T. Thomson Collect. Inventories 103 
(Jam.) Item, foure doule palis of blak clayth. xyxo J. VV il- 
son in Collect. Dying Test. (1806) 154 Then ZLon got on 
her dool weed. 1870 Edgar Rnnnymede 178 Ihe dule tree 
is your sure doom. 1876 Whitby Gloss., Dooalweeds, 
mourning attire. 1881 Stevenson Virg. Puerisque 165 The 
gibbets and dule trees of mediaeval Europe. . 

Dole, sb* [ad. L. dolus deceit, cunning, trickery, 
a. Gr. S 6 \os : cf. F. dol (16th c.), It., Sp. dolo.~\ 

41 . Guile, deceit, fraud. Obs. 

1563-87 Foxe A. $ M. (1684) II. 330 No dole, no fraud, 
no guile was ever found in his mouth. x6xa Ainsworth 
Annot. Ps. v. 7 Deceit, dole or guile. 1839 J. P. Kennedy 
Rob of Bowl xii. (i860) 127 What dole hath he done t # 

2 . i 5 V. Law. ‘ The corrupt, malicious, or evil in- 
tention essential to the guilt of a crime * (Bell). 

i 753 Chambers Cycl. Supp. s.v., Under Dole are com- 
prehended the vices and errors of the will, which are 
immediately productive of the criminal act, though not 
premeditated, but the effect of sudden passion. In this 
respect Dole differs from what the English law calls malice. 
1754 Erskine Princ. Sc. Law (1809) 526 Capable of dole. 
1795 Scott in Lockhart Life July, To preclude all pre- 
sumption of dole. [1880 Muirhkad Gains in- § 21 1 He 
is held to have killed wrongfully to whose dole or fault 
death is attributable [ cuius dolo aut culpa id accident], ] 

Dole, variant of Dool, boundaiy mark, etc. 
Dole, zi 1 Also 6 Sc. dale. [f. Dole j^J] 

1 . trans. To give as a dole ; to distribute by way 
of alms, or in charity. 

1465 Mann. <$• Housed Exp . 317 The same day my mastyr 
toke to mastyr Perse Baxter, to dole for my lady m almesse, 
x. s. XS99 Marston Sco. Villanie 1. iv. x88 If to the Parish 
pouerty, At his wisht death, be dol’d a half-penny. <7x640 
J. Smyth Lives Berkeleys (1883) I. 40 That daye shall bee 
doled to fifty poore men fifty loafes. 1762 Goldsm ; Cit. W. 
cxii, The officers appointed to dole out public chanty. x868 
Stanley Westm. Abb. xii. 170 The bread and meat doled 
out to the poor of Westminster. # . 

2 . To give out in small quantities; to portion or 
parcel out Tn a sparing or niggardly manner. 

X749 Fielding Tom Jones XV. vi, This comfort, .she doled 
out to him in daily portions. 1849 Macaulay Hist, Eng. 

I. 84 They accordingly doled out supplies to him very 
sparingly. 1886 J. R. Rees Pleas. Bk -Worm v. 169 Ihe 
critic., doles out a limited number of praises. 

48. To deal about, around, to distribute. Obs. 

1701 Rowe A mb. Step-Moth. v. ii. 2799 Thy Arts J hat 
Dold about Destruction to our Enemies, a 1718 Wks. 
(1747) IL 293 (Tod.) And Plenty doles her various bounties 
round. 1766 Ld. Mansfield Sp. agst. Prerogative (Tod.), 
Compensations most liberally doled about to one another. 
Hence Doling vbl. sb. ... 

15. . Aberdeen Burgh Rec. I. 210 (Jam. Suppi) And viijs. 

and the daling of thair aill for the secund fault. 1876 
Ruskin Fors Clav. Vl.lxi. 2 All this temporary doling and 
coaling is worse than useless. ■ , . « 

Dole, v% ? Obs . Also 4 deol(e, 5-6 dool(e, Ac. 
dule, 7 duill. [a. OF. doleir, doloir, mod.F. dou- 
loir L. dolere to grieve. In the stem- accented 
forms the OF. verb had the same variety as 
Dole sb? (ind. pres, dueil, duels . (deus), duelt 
(detit), dolons, doles, duelent), whence the ME. 
variant forms.] 

4 1 . intr. Tq sorrow, grieve, mourn, lament. Obs. 

13. . K. Alls. 2734 Alisaundres folk deoleth, y-wis, For the 
knyght that is y-slawe.' 1481 Caxton Reynard (Arb.) 68, 
I wente dplynge on the heeth, and wist not what to doo for 
sorowe. 1508 Dunbar Tua Mariit Wemen 450 We wemen 
..We dule for na euill deid, sa it he derne haldm. 157® 
Levins Manip. 161/11 To Doole, sorow, dolere. a x66S 
Davenant Play-House to be Let 1. Dram. Wks. 1073 IV. 27 
Dismiss your doling, and let In your poet. 

b. Used of the mournful cooing of doves. 

1848 W. E. Aytoun in Blackw. Mag. LX IV . xxo The 
throstle’s song was silenced, And the doling of the dove. 
1852 Blackw. Mag. LXXII. 218 From the dark woods., 
you hear the doling of the cushats. 

• 4 2 . trans. To mourn, bewail. Obs. 

1567 Turberv. Poems (Chalmers) II. 6x7/1 He full shrilly 
shright and doolde his wofull chaunce; 


DOLE. 


DOLITTM. 


+ 3 . To grieve. Obs. 

a 1637 B. Jonson Sad Skepk. n. iii, It dutlls mee that I am 
thy mother 1 

Hence Doling vbl. sb. 

a 1668 [see 1]. 1815 L. Hunt Feast Poets 19 There has 
been such a doling and sameness. 1848-52 [see 1 b]. 

Dole, v.% Glove-mamif. [a. F. dole-r to chip, 
plane, etc. (12th c.), spec. to pare and thin skins 
for gloves :—L. dolare to hew, plane.] tram. 
To pare and thin (leather or skins), 

3884 Pall Mall G. 16 May 4(1 The kid skin .. after it has 
been unhaired, dressed, nourished, staked, soaked in egg 
yolk . . dried, stained, stretched, ' doled \ or pared, and cut 
into shape ., is then punched. 1884 Health Ex/iib. Catal, 
38 The doting or reducing the skin to an even substance. 

Dole: see Dool, Dowel, Dull. 
t DoTeance. Obs. Also 5 doleaunc ft , 6 dol- 
liance, doliaunce. [a. F. dottatue, earlier doli- 
ance, douliance (13th c. in Hatz.-Darm.) f. dokaut , 
•iant, ancient pr. pple. of doloir, dotdoir to grieve.] 

1 . Sorrowing, grieving ; sorrow, grief. 

£-3489 Caxton Blanc hardy n vi. 26 Herynge the crj'es, & 
seeynge )> e wepynges, the grete sorowe & doleaunce of the 
vertuose and noble mayden, 1523 in Burnet Hist. Ref. II. 
103 By way of doleance and sorrow, a 1639 Spottiswood 
Hist. Ch . Scot. vii. (1677) 519 Esteeming it their duty to 
express their doleance for that accident. 

2 . Plaintive utterance; complaining, complaint. 

1524 St. Papers Hen. P/II, IV. 104 Albeit ye make some 

doleance in your letters. 1524 in Strype Eccl. Mem. I. 
App. xii. 30 Any motion, by way of complainte or doliaunce. 
1591 Horsey Trav. (Hakl. Soc.) 198 All their dol fiances 
herd and remedied. *656 Finett For. Ambass. 97 The sub- 
stance of these doleances, I. .imparted to the. .Ambassador. 
DoTeant, ppl. a. rare. [f. Doleance ; it coin- 
cides with OF. doliant , doleant, pr. pple. of doloir 
to grieve.] = Dolent. 

1861 Sala Dutch Piet, vii, 95 She is . . a lachrymose, 
grumbling, doleant, miserable waiting woman. 

Doleful (cltfHful), a. 1 Also deol-, del(e)-, 
dul(e)«, dil-, doil-, etc, [f. Dole ,y 5 . 2 + -FUL. In 
ME. found with the variant forms of Dole sb } ; but 
doleful has been the standard form since 1 6th c.] 
Full of or attended with dole or grief; sorrowful. 

1 . Fraught with, accompanied by, or causing grief, 
sorrow, etc. ; distressful, gloomy, dreary, dismal. 

c 1275 Lay. 6902 Ac hit was a deolful J>ing : pat he ne moste 
leng beo king. 3297 R. Glouc. (1724) 237 pat was a deluol 
cas. a 1300 Cursor M. 7182 ( Gott.) To doleful [v.rr. deleful, 
deolful] dede ]?ai stild him bring, c 1420 A nturs of Arth. 
xiii, Lo ! hou dilful dethe hase thi Dame dy}te ! c 3435 
Terr. Portugal 521 Torrent toke a diilful wey, Downe in a 
depe valey. c 1440 York Myst. xxvi, 99 Lord, who schall 
do hat doulfull dede? 1500-20 Dunbar Poems lxxxi. 23 
Scho play.it sangis duilfull to heir. 3565 T. Randolph in 
Ellis Orig. Lett. Ser. 1. II. 202 The deulfull daye of the 
buriall of her howsbande. 1568 Tilney Disc. Mari age 
D vj, The doolefull place, where he lay. 3624 Capt. Smith 
Virginia in. ii. 49 The most dolefullest noyse he ever 
heard. 3667 Milton P. L. 1. 65 Regions of sorrow, doleful 
shades. 1725 Pope Odyss. xxm. 349 In the doleful man- 
sions he survey’d His royal mother. 1847 Emerson Repr. 
Men , Shaks. Wks. (Bohn) I. 354 Here is . . a string of 
doleful tragedies, merry Italian tales, and Spanish voyages. 

2 . Of persons, their state, etc. : Full of pain, 
grief, or suffering; sorrowful, sad. 

c 3430 Lydg. Thebes m. (R.) Amphiorax they carry Set in 
his chaire with a doleful hert. a 3555 Bradford in Cover- 
dale Lett. Mart. (3564) 307 For the doulefull bodies of Gods 
people to reste in. 1590 Spenser F. Q . i. vi. 9 There find 
the virgin, doolfull, desolate. 1647 Cowley Mispress , Heart 
fledagaitt- iii, The doleful Ariadne so, On the wide shore for- 
saken stood. 1829 Lytton Devereux 11. ii. Never presume 
to look doleful again. 

3 . Expressing grief, mourning, or suffering. 

£1275 Lay. 1 1997 His heorte ne mihte beo sori for pane 

deolful le cri. 1340 Hampole Pr. Consc. 6877 pai sal duleful 
crying and sorow here. 2393 Gower Cony. III. 291 In 
dolfull clothes they hem clothe. 2660 F. Brooke tr. Le 
Blanc's Trav. 204 In signe of mourning : Women., are 
cloathed in white, the doleful colour there. 2797 Mrs. 
Radcliffe Italian iii. (1824) 550 She would, .look up. .with 
such a doleful expression. 2865 Kingsley Herew. xiii, 
He went to his business with a doleful face. 

B. sb. (pi.) A doleful state, colloq. (Cf. dismals .) 
2822 Mrs, E. Nathan Langreath II. 309 You have 
enough of the dolefuls at Langreath. 288a Miss Braddon 
Mt. Royal II. viii. 149 We shall be in the dolefuls all the 
year. 

Do'lefdl, af rare. [f. Dole sb} + -ful.] Full 
of ‘dole’, crafty, malicious. 

1617 Minsbeu Ductor, Dolefull or craftie, dolosus. 1880 
Muirhead Gains iii. § 207 A depositary.. being liable only 
in so far as he himself has done something doleful [si quid 
ipse dolo male fecerit\ 

Dolefully (dtfWfuli), adv} Forms : see the adj. 
[f. Doleful a. 1 + -ly 2 ] In a doleful manner ; 
sorrowfully, mournfully, sadly; drearily, dismally. 

c 3290 Beket 1481 in S. Eng. Leg. 1 . 149 Heo weopen and 
criden deolfulliche. 2393 Langl. P. PI. C. iv. 419 patagag 
. .and al hus lyge puple Sholde deye delfulliche for dedes of 
here eldren. c 3460 Towneley Myst. (Surtees) 222 Behold 
if ever ye saw body . . thus dulfuliy dight. 3526 Pilgr. 
Perf. (W. de W. 1531) 303 Haue pite on hym so dolefully 
standyng before the. 2579 Spenser Sheph. Cal. Aug. 193 
How dolefully his doole thou didst rehearse, a 1668 
Davenant Play-House to be Let Wks. (1673) 202 They love 
sad Tunes, how dolefully they ring 1 . 2797 Burke Regie, 
Peace iii. (R.) The circumstances which we so dolefully 
lament. 1868 Dickens Lett. (1880) II. 338 We . . sat dole- 
fully staring out of window. 
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Dolefully, rare. [f. Dolefulb. 2 +-lt 2 .] 
With dole, traud, or malice. 

1880 Muirhead Gains iv. § 47 note. Was the thing de- 
posited, and has the depositary dolefully failed to restore 
it? 

Dolefulness. [f. Doleful -ness.] The 
quality or state of being doleful ; grief, sadness, 
sorrowfulness ; dreariness, melancholy. 

c 1450 Cotj. Myst. (1841) 227 Ther had nevyr woman more 
doolfulness. 1530 Palsgr. 214/2 Dolefulnesse, tristesse. 
1586 W. W ebbe Eng. Poetrie (Arb.) 65 Wordes. .expressing 
wonderfully the dolefulnesse of the song. 2887 Miss 
Braddon Like # Unlike i, Sir Adrian offered no reason for 
dolefulness. 

Do'lence. rare. [f. Dolent: see -ence.] 
Mourning, expression of grief. 

1862 TempleBar Mag. I. 301 The song .. rises first to 
plaintive dolence, then to a passionate wail, 

Dolent (d^u’lent), a. (sb.) arch. Also 5 do- 
lant(e, dolaunt. [a. F. dolent grieving, sad, 
suffering (nth c.), ad. L. dolent-em, pr. pple. of 
dolere to grieve; also (in Caxton) a. OF. do lanty 
pr. pple. of doloir , douloir to grieve.] 

1 . Sorrowing, grieving ; sorrowful, sad. 

c 1450 Loneuch Grail xxvi. 64 A sorweful womraan, and 
ful dolente. c 2489 Caxton Blanchardyn vi. 25 The 
damoysell dolaunt. c 1530 Ld. Berners Arth. Lyt. Bryl. 
(1814) 169 All the other knyghtes were ryghte dolent for his 
sake. 1634 Ford P. Warbeck in. iv, The king is angry.. 
And the passionate duke Effeminately dolent. 2868 Long- 
fellow tr. Dante s Inferno iii. 2 Through me the way is to 
the city dolent l Through me the way is to eternal dole. 

2 . Expressing* or indicating grief or sorrow; 
mournful, doleful. 

2490 Caxton Eneydos xviii. 68 Dolaunte lamentacyons 
rewthes and complayntes. 2552 Lyndesay Monarchy 5150 
With dolent Lamentatioun. i 832 Ilhtstr. Land. News 25 
Mar. 278 Why these dolent reflections? 

f 3 . Attended with or causing sorrow or grief; 
grievous, distressing. Obs. 

1489 Caxton Faytes of A. nr. vii. iBt The dolent and 
sorowfull deth comyng oftymes sodaynly. 1573 _ Satir. 
Poems Reform, xxx. 7 Him..Quhome dolent deith. hes 
laitly done deuoir. 

fB. as sb. A sorrowful or suffering person, rare. 
2530 Calisto Sr M. in Hazl. Dodsley 1. 82 Is this the dolent 
for whom thou makist petition? 

Hence DoTently adv. 

2548 Hall Ckron Hen VIII (2809) 782, I thynke never 
Prince tooke it more sorrowfully nor more dolently. 

BoXer (djiulat). rare. In 6 dolar. [f. Dole 
v} + -ER 1 ] One who doles ; a dispenser. 

1593 Q. Eliz. tr. Boethius 11. metr. ii. 10 The liberal dolar 
of golds plenty. 

Bolerin e (dp-lerin). Min. [a. F. doliriney 
i. Gr. doRtpos deceptive + -ine.] (See quots.) 

1863-73 Watts Diet. Client. II, Dolerin , a gneissoid rock 
in the Alps, consisting of talc and felspar. 2878 Lawrence 
tr. Cotta's Rocks Class. 244 Dolerine is the name given by 
Jurine to a talc-schist with essential ingredients of felspar 
and chlorite. 

Dolerite (dp'lerait). Min. [a. F. doUrite 
(Hatiy), f. Gr. boXepbs deceptive 4 - -ITE : so called 
from the difficulty of discriminating its constituents.] 
A mineral allied to basalt, containing feldspar (la- 
bradorite) and augite. 

2838 Lyell Elem. Geol. (2865) 594 The variety of basalt 
called dolerite. 2849 Murchison Siluria xii. 294 Cut 
through by dykes and masses of dolerite. 1879 RutlkyS fady 
Rocks xiii. 253 The basalts vary considerably m structure : 
the coarsely crystalline varieties, and those in which the 
different mineral constituents are sufficiently well developed 
to be distinguished by the naked eye, are termed dolerites. 

attrib. 2880 L. Oliphant Gilead iii. 82 A small building 
of dolerite stone, .bearing the marks of extreme antiquity. 
Hence Doleri’tic a. } of the nature of dolerite. 
1849 Murchison Siltiria xii. 293 Basalt and doleritic trap. 
2868 Dana Min. 343 Dolerytic and basaltic lavas. 

Dolerophauite (dfleqrfanoit). Min. [f, Gr. 
SoXepos deceptive + <pav~, stem of tyaivtiv to appear 
+ -ITE. Named by Scacchi, 187 ^dolerofano.] _ A 
form of sulphate of copper of volcanic formation, 
found on Mount Vesuvius. 

2875 Dana Min. App. n. 17. 

Bolesome (d^Ts£m), a. Now rare, [f.DOLE 
sb} + -some.] =■ Doleful a} 

2533 Bellendkn Livy n- (1822) 255 All thingis apperit 
richt doulsum. 2567 Satir. Poems Reform, iii. 173 Hir 
duilsum deith be wars than Jesabell. 2586 W. Webbe 
Eng. Poetrie (Arb.) 77 In beechen groues, and dolesome 
shaddowy places. 1656 S. Holland Zara (2729) 17 The 
most part of the dolesom Night. 1735 Pope Odyss. xi. 191 
The dolesome realms of darkness and of death. <21849 
J. C. Mangan Poems (1859) 135 Soon will the death-bell’s 
knelling A dolesome tale be telling. 

Hence DoTesomely adv . ; Dolesomeness. 

25^2 Horsey Trav. (Hakl. Soc.) 208, 30 great . . bells . . 
ringinge all together . . and verie dolsomlye. 1608-12 Bp. 
Hall Medit. Sf Vows , Death (R.) The dolesomnesse of 
the grave. 2894 J. E. Vaux Ch. Folk Lore 219 The dole- 
someness of this portion of my book. 

Doless (daFles), a. Sc. and U.S. [f. Do v. + 
-less : app. sometimes confused with Dowless.] 
Inactive, inefficient, without energy ; good for 
nothing, useless. 

2788 E. Picken Poems 148 (Jam.) Hard is the fate o* ony 
doless tyke, That ’s forc’d to marry ane he disna like. 2833 
Galt R. Gilhaize 1. 235 (Jam.) Sae casten down, doless, and 


dowie. 2860 Bartlett Diet. Amer., Doless, inefficient, 

‘ He’s a doless sort of fellow. 1 2882 B. Taylor Ballads* 
Old Pennsylv. Farmer vi, But they’re a doless set. 

Dolour, early var. of Dolour. 

Dolf, earlier form of Sc, Dowf a. 

Dolf, -en, obs. pa. t. and pple. of Delve. 
Dolfin, -yu, obs. forms of Dolphin, 
DolicliOCepXialic (d^lik^js/fse-lik),^ Ethnol. 
Also dolikho-kephalic. [f. Or. Soktxos long 
+ K€<f>aRrj head: cf. ice<pa\ucos pertaining to the 
head ] Long-headed : applied to skulls of which 
the breadth is less than four-fifths (or, accord- 
ing to Broca, three-fourths) of the length ; also 
(less commonly) to tribes of men having such 
skulls : opposed to Brachycephalic. 

1849-53 Todd Cycl. Anat, IV. 1325/2 The first of these 
skulls would certainly be placed . in the ‘ dolichocephalic ' 
division of Professor Retzius. 2862 Hulme tr. Moquin- 
Tandon 1. v. 32 The features are regular, the head 
dolikhokephalic. 2866 Huxley Preh. Rem. Caithn. 84 
Skulls .. with the cephalic index less than 0*8 ai e Dolicho- 
cephalic. 2878 Lubbock Preh. Times v. 142 If we class 
those skulls in which the relation of the breadth to the 
length is less than 73 to 200 as long heads, or Dolichocephalic, 
those in which it is from 74 -79 to 100 as medium heads. 
2879 tr. De Qual ref ages' Hum. Species 164 Tribes which 
were tall and dolichocephalic. 

So Dolichoce'pBali sb. pi. fmod.Latin], men 
with dolichocephalic skulls. Bolicboce'pRalism, 
the condition or quality of being dolichocephalic. 
Doliclioce plialous a. - Dolichocephalic. Bo- 
liclioce’pltialy = dolichocephalism. 

2852 D. Wilson Preh. Ann. (1863) L ix. 281 [He] classes 
the Celts among dolichocephali. 2864 Reader 17 Dec, 771/2 
Skull .. highly dolichocephalous. and prognathous. 1865 
Thurnam Brit. <§• Gaul. Skulls in Anthropol. Soc. Loud. 
477 (L.) If dolichocephalism and brachycephalism have ever, 
as characters, a race- value, they have it in this instance. 2866 
Huxley Preh. Rem. Caithn, 112 Brachyeephaly diminishing 
and dolichocephaly increasing with the latitude. 2872 
Darwin Desc. Man I. iv. 148 Welcker finds t,.at short 
men incline more to brachyeephaly, and tall men to 
dolichocephaly. 1880 Nature XXL 224 Dolichocephalism 
and prognathism. .prevail. 1881 Ibid. XXIII. 221 The 
Australians . . are usually represented as black, straight- 
haired, dolichocephalous. 

Doiicliocerous (d^lik^sercs), a. rare . [f. 
Gr. 8o\ixbs long + tcipas horn. Cf. F. dolichoclre.] 
Having long ‘ horns ' or antennse ; of or belonging 
to the Dolichocera a sub-tribe of Muscides in La- 
treille’s classification. Syd. Soc. Lex. (1883). 
Dolichoderous (dplik^ deros), a. rare. Also 
-dirous. [f. Gr. do\ixb 5 etp~os long-necked, f. 

long ,+ d€p7}, diiprj neck. Cf. F. dolicko- 
dere.] Long-necked, Syd. Soc . Lex. (1883). 
Dolicliopodous (dplikf?*p(Jdos), a. rare. [f. 
Gr. 5o\txb7ro8- long-footed, f. SoRtxos long + irouy, 
tto 5- foot. Cf. F. dolichopode. ] Having long feet. 
1883 in Syd. Soc. Lex. 

|| DolicllOS (d^-lik^s). Bot. [mod.L., a. Gr. 5 0- 
long : named in reference to the length of the 
pods. Cf. F. do licl] A genus of leguminous 
plants allied to the Haricot, widely distributed 
through Asia, Africa, and America. 

1753 Chambers Cycl. Supp., Dolichos, in Botany, the 
name of a genus of plants of the papilionaceous kind. 1775 
Romans Hist. Florida 130 A species of Dolichos lately 
introduced into Georgia from China. 1890 Golden South 
198 Fences covered with dolichos, maurandia, and hoya. 

Dolichotis (dplik<?u*tis). Zool. [f. Gr. SoXixfc 
long + ovs, hr- ear.] A genus of long-eared South 
American rodents. 

2893 W. H. Hudson Idle Days Patago?tia iii. 38 Deer, 
peccary, dolichotis or Patagonian hare. 

|| DoliclmrilS (dplikiu»*r#s). Gr. and L. Pros. 
[mod.L,, ad. Gr. dohixovpos long-tailed ; also in 
prosodic sense.] A dactylic hexameter with a 
redundant syllable in the last foot. Hence Boli- 
clurric a., as a dolichuric hexameter. 

Dolie, obs. form of Doly, a. 

Doliman : see Dolman. 

Doling, vbl. sb . : see Dole vl, 2 , 3 . 

Dolioloid (d^’lDloid), a. rare . [f. L. doliol - 
uniy dim. of dolium cask f -oid.] (See quot.) 

2883 Syd, Soc. Lex Dolioloid. .resembling a cask. 

Dolite (dtfttioit). Palazont. [ad. mod.L. Dolites 
(Kruger 1823), f. Dolium'. see below and -ite.] 
A fossil shell of the genus Dolium. 

Do -little, sb. and a. [f. Do v. + Little.] a. 
sb. One who does little ; a lazy person, b. adj . 
Doing little ; lazy. 

2586 T. B. La Primaud. Fr. Acad. I. 190 Men borne in 
a fat and fertile soile, are commonly do-littles, and cowards, 
<11654 Bp. Richardson Old, Test. (1655) 281 (T.) Great 
talkers are commonly do-littles. 1683 Kennett tr . Erasm. 
on Folly 41 What Woman would be con tent with such 
a doo-little Husband? 1834 Fonblanque 7 Administ. 
(1837) III. 202 The. .do-little policy which he regrets. 

II Doliu m (dffu*li#m). [Lat. ; =a cask, jar.] 

1 . Rom. Antiq. A large earthenware jar or vessel, 
more or less spherical, for holding wine, oil, or dry 
commodities, etc. ; hence, in mod. use, a cask. 

a 2483 Liber Niger in Househ. Ord. (2790) 29 For everey 
of the Kalender of the yere, a dolium of wyne. 1658 tr. 
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DOLLOP. 


BOLK. 

Porias Nat. Magick iv. xxiii. 152 For every Dolium, powder 
one ounce of Allome. 

2. Zool. A genus of gastropod molluscs, having 
a ventricose shell ; also called tun. 

1752 Sir J. Hill Hist . A nim. 149 (Jod.) From the 
resemblance of the body of this shell to a vessel for the 
containing fluids, the genus has been named dolium. 1854 
Woodward Mollnsca (1856) 115 Dolium , Lam. The tun. 
1878 Bell Gegenbaur's Comp. Anat. 361. 

Dolk (djplk). Obs. exc. dial. [In form app. the 
same as Dale, Doke, as in sense 3 ; but sense 1 
has suggested identity with OE. dolk, dolg wound, 
scar, gash, a Common Tent, word = OFris . dolch, 
OHG. tolg wound ; this, however, does not account 
for the final k sound.] 
f 1 . A wound, a scar. Ohs. 

axsszS Auer.- R. 2 pe on . . makeS hire efne & sme< 5 e, 
wifiute knotte & dolke of woh. cxzgo Gen. $ Ex. 3027 
Dole, sor, and blein on erue and man. 

2 . A dint ; « Dab sb. 1 b. 

1861 Wynter Soc. Bees , A ristocr. Rooks 383 Put an end 
to by a dolk in the poll from a [crow’s] beak close by. 

3 . - Doke, Dalk. 

a 1825 in Forby Foe. E. Anglia. 1893 Zincke Wherstead 
251 Dolk [is used in East Anglia] for a depression, generally 
in the ground. 

Doll (ctyl) shy [a shortened pet-form of Dorothy , 
Dor- being modified to Dpi- : cf. Hal, Sail, Mall, 
Molly Poll = Harry , Sarah , Mary.] 

1 . A pet form of the name Dorothy . Hence 
given generically to a female pet, a mistress. Also, 
the smallest or pet pig in a litter (dial.). 

1560 Nice Wanton in Hazl. Dodsley I I. 169 But ich tell 
your minion doll, by Gogs body. 1578 Cooper Thesaurus , 

0 Capitulum lepidissimum , o pleasaunt companion: O 
little pretie doll polle. a 1592 Greene _ Jas. IV, 1. i, In 
loving of my Doll [Dorothea], Thou bind’st her father’s 
heart. 1597 Shaks. 2 Hen . IF, 11. i. 176 Will you have Doll 
Teare-sheet meet you? Ibid. 11. iv. 23 Enter Hostesse^and 
Dol. 1619 Fletcher M. Thomas iv. vi, Com Doll, Doll, 
dizen me. 1883 Hampsh. Gloss., Doll, the smallest pig in a 
litter. 

2 . An image of a human being (commonly of 
a child or lady) used as a plaything ; a girl’s toy- 
baby. [Cf. Sc. Doroty, a doll, a puppet. (Jam.]] 

a 1700 B. E. Diet. Cant. Crew, Doll. , also a Child’s Baby. 
1747 Garrick Miss in her Teens n. i, I’ll carry you and 
your doll too. 1764 O’Hara Midas 1. v, An infant’s dol. 
1833 Ht. Martineau Loom $ Lugger 1. i, As huge as my 
doll’s saucers, i860 A U Year Round N o. 52. 35 A laborious 
class Who earn painful bread by fashioning dolls’ eyes. 

8. transf \ A pretty, but unintelligent or empty 
person, esp. when dressed up ; a pretty, but silly. or 
frivolous woman. A dolVs face , one conventionally 
pretty, but without life or expression. 

1841-4 Emerson Ess., Self-reliance Wks. (Bohn) I. 32 
A sturdy lad. .is worth a hundred of these city dolls, i860 
All Year Round No. 47* 497 No worker cares to espouse 
a doll who costs such a deal of money to dress. 1894 Baring- 
Gould Queen Love III. 145 You care for herself— for her 
doll’s face and wig of yellow hair? 

4 . f a-. A hairdresser’s block. Obs. b. - Dolly 
shX 4 a. e. A pair of steps, with wheels, and 
a stage at the top, used on coal- wharves, d. Dolt s 
head tin a rifle), a top-extension fitting into a mor- 
tice in the top of the standing-breech^ 
a 1700 B. E. Diet. Cant. Crew , Doll, a wooden Block to 
make up Commodes upon. 1841 P. Parley's Ann. II, 178 
As I understand you get your living by washing, I send 
you a doll now . . namely, a washing doll. 1881 Greener 
<£«« 2i6 0ur new treble-bolt prevents this by keeping the 
doll’s head firmly down in the slot in standing-breech. 

6. Comb., as doll-face , -kind, - maker , -fig. (see 1), 
etc.; doll-like, - sized adjs. ; + DoH-commoii (the 
Cheater’s punk in Ben Jonson’s Alchemist ) a 
common woman, a prostitute. 

1610 B. Jonson Alch. 1. i, Thou shalt sit in triumph, And 
not be styled Dol Common, but Dol Proper, Dol Singular. 
1684 Otway Atheist v. (1735)93 What, be a Doll-common, 
and follow the camp. 1823-5 Fosbroke Encycl. Antiq.s.v. 
Doll (L.), In the middle ages the doll-maker was called 
coroplastes, and the dolls clothed like infants. 1828 Miss 
Mitford Village Ser. hi. In trod. (1863) 461 The delicate 
doll-like baby . .is her own. 1843 P. Parley's Ann. IV. 269 
The poor woman . . wept as if she had lost her youngest 
child instead of the doll pig, which is the name usually 
given to the pet of the farrow. 1884 Tennyson Bechet iv. 
11, A doll-face blanch’d and bloodless. 

Hence Dollatry, nonce-wd . [after idolatry ], 
worship of dolls. Do-lldom, the world of dolls. 
Bollhood, the state of condition of a doll, or of 
being like a doll. Do'HsMp, the personality of a 
doll or doll-like woman. 

1856 Chamb, Jml. VI. 261 To convince good Protestant 
mammas that * dollatry ’ was not the result or the origin of 
Mariolatry. i860 All Year Round No. 52. 35 Those limp 
enormities of dolldom with their pink woodenlegs. 1893 
Graphic 3 June 627/3 How a lady moving in the best 
circles of dolldom ought to be dressed. 18. . Carlyle Let., 
There is much for her to do. .her whole sex to deliver from 
the bondage of frivolity, dollhood, and imbecility. 1876 
W. Bayliss Witness of Art 19 Radiant with all that real 
hair, and wax and rolling eyes can impart to dollhood. 
1754 Richardson Grandison (1811) VI. 104 The man who 
should dare to say half I have written of our dollships ought 
not to go away with his life. 

t Doll, sbA Obs. . [The same as Dalle,] The 
palm of the hand. 

C1460 [See Dalle]. 1570 Levins Manip. 160/10 Y e Doll 


of the hand, vola. 1565 Golding Ovid's Met. vi. (t 593) *38 
Her babes their prettie dolles did retch, 
t Doll, v. Obs. Also 6-9 dowl. [Deriv. un- 
known : it has been conjectured to be the same 
word as dull (of which ^// occurs as a ME. form) : 
but the Promptorium separates them.] 

1 . irans. To warm moderately ; to make tepid ; 
to mull. Hence Do'lling vbl. sb. 

c 1440 Promp. Parv. 126/1 Doll yd, sum what hotte, tefe- 
f actus. Dollyn’ ale, or ober drynke, tepefado. c 1490 Ibid., 
Dollynge (MS. K), Doolynge MS. H), iepefadio . 1658 
Phillips, Dolling, wanning. [So in Coles, Kersey, Bailey.] 

2 . To render stale or vapid, to deaden (drink). 

1483 Cath. Augl. 103/2 Dolly d as wyne or ale, defunctns , 

vapidus. 1513 Bk. Kemynge in Babees Bk. 11868) 268 Loke 
ye gyue no persone noo dowled drynke. 1855 Robinson 
Whitby Gloss., Dowtd or Dull'd, deadened as stale liquor, 
t Doll, var. of Dal (Anglo- Did.) } a kind of pulse ; 
obs. f. Dole sbf, Doll. 

Dollar (dp lai). Forms : 6 daleir, *er, dat(l)or, 
dalder, doler, dolor, 6-7 daller, 7-8 doller, -or, 

7- dollar. [In 16th c. daler, duller, a, LG. and 
early mod.Du. daler (mod. Du. daalder ), HG. 
taler, thaler , recorded by Alberus 1 540, along with 
the full term Joachimslaler , lit. ‘ (gulden) of 
JoachimsthaT (in Bohemia), where they were coined 
in 1519, from a silver mine opened there in 1516 
(Kluge . From LG. or II G. taken into other 
langs. In England before 1600 modified to dollarl\ 

1 . The English name for the German thaler, a 
large silver coin, of varying value, current in the 
German states from the sixteenth century ; esp. the 
unit of the German monetary union (18^7-73) 
equal to 3 marks (about 2 s. 1 id.). Also of coins 
of northern countries, bearing equivalent names, as 
the rigsdaler of Denmark, riksdaler of Sweden. 

1553 R. MorySin & Sir T. Chamberlayne Let. 4 Apr. in 
E. Lodge Illustr. etc. Edw. VI, xxiii. (1791) I. 166 The 
Duke of Wirtemberg. .shall have for his charges 66000 
dalers. a 1560 Aberdeen* Reg. V. 24 (Jam.) Twa siluer 
daleiris. 1560 Gresham in Burgon Life $ T. (1839) I. 334 
To be received of the Countie of Mansfield. . 300,000 dallors; 
which, at five shillings each, 1375,000/. 1577 Harrison Eng- 
land n. xxv. (1877) 1. 364 Of siluer coines..are the dalders, 
and such, often times brought ouer. 1588 J. Read Com- 
Pend. Method 68 A plate . . in thickenesse of a Dolor of 
siluer. 1601 R. Johnson Kingd. # Comniw. (1603) 92, 2 
dollars of money .. every house one dollor. 1606 Crt . 4 
Times Jas. / (1849) 6 7 The King of Denmark .. hath 

given in court 30,000 dollars, a 1618 Sylvester Selfe-Civil- 
War 108 For Diallers, Dolours hoordeth in my Chest. 1706 
Phillips (ed. Kersey), Dollar, a foreign coin : TbeZeoland, 
or common Dollar is worth 3 shillings sterling, the specie 
Dollar 5s. The Dollar of Riga 4s. 8 d. Of Lunenburg and 
Brisgaw 45. 2 d. Of Hamburgh 3 s. 2d. 1763 Shenstone 
Economy 1. 218 With nice precision learn A dollar’s value. 
1775 W rax all Tour North. Europe xox, I tender them one of 
fifty copper dollars. 1865 Carlyle Fredk. C/.VII.xvn.v. 56. 

2 . The English name for the peso or piece of 
eight li.e. eight reales), formerly current in Spain 
and the Spanish American colonies, and largely 
used in the British N. American Colonies at the 
time of their revolt. 

1581 Rich Farewell Mil it. Profession (Shaks. Soc.) 217 
Their beardes sometymes cutte rounde, like a Philippes 
doler. 1634 Sir T. Herbert Trav. 41 A Spanish shilling 
(which is a fourth part of a Dollar). 1650 Bulwer Anthro- 
poniet . 108 As great as a silver Caroline Doller. _ 1767 
Franklin Wks, (1887) IV. 90 A dollar thereby coming to 
be rated at eight shillings in paper money of New York. 
1779 R. King in Life # Corn. (1894) I. 30 Could you send 
me three or four hundred of those good for nothing paper 
dollars? 1813 Wellington 25 Feb. m Gurw. Desp. X. 143 
Dollars are issued to the troops at the rate of 4/6 sterling 
each, which is the mint price of dollars in England, 1879 
H. Phillips Notes Coins 12 A silver dollar of JPhilip II of 
Spain bears among his other titles that of King of England. 

8. The standard unit of the gold and silver coin- 
age of the United States of America, containing 
100 cents ; equal in value to about 45. 1 \d. English. 
Also a coin of corresponding value in Canada and 
some other British colonies. Sometimes abbre- 
viated dol, but more generally represented by the 
dollar-mark Jjj> before the number. 

The decimal system of coinage and the dollar were 
adopted by the Continental Congress on 6 July 1785 {see 
quot.), but were not brought into use till 1794, two years 
after the law of 2 April 1792 establishing the mint. 

[1782 T. Jefferson Notes on a Money Unit for U. S. 
Wks. III. 446 The unit or [Spanish ^dollar is a known coin 
and the most familiar of all to the mind of the people. It is 
already adopted from south to north,] 1785 Resol. Con- 
tinent. Cotigress U. S. 6 July, Resolved, that the money 
unit of the United States of America be one dollar. 1796 
Arner. State Papers For. Relat. (1832) I. 549 (Stanf. s.v. 
Douceur) Sixty thousand dollars were paid. i8ai T. J effer- 
son Autobiog. Writ. 1892 1 . 74, I proposed .. to adopt the 
Dollar as our Unit of account and payment. 1837 W. Irving 
Wotfert's R. (1855) 25 The almighty dollar, that great object 
of universal devotion throughout our land. 

4 . Also used as a name for various foreign coins 
of a value more or less approaching that of the 
Spanish or American dollar ; as the peso of Mexico, 
and of the republics of Central and South America 
(varying from 69 8 to 96*5 U S. cents), the piastre 
of Arabia, the yen of Japan, etc. 

1882 Bithell Counting-ho. Did. (1893) 99 s.v. Doblon, 
The Gold Doblon of Chili weighing 7*626 grammes, *900 


fine, value 5 Chilian dollars, or xBs. B-g$d. Ibid. 222 s.v. 
Paiacon , Fatacon. (a.) The unit of value in the Argentine 
Republic (La Plata). It bears also the alternative names of 
Peso Duro, and Hard Dollar. Ibid. 226 s.v. Peso , J he 
excellence of the Mexican peso, or dollar, renders it a 
favourite coin with all countries, and has given it much of 
the character of an international coin. Ibid. 228 s.v. 
Piastre, The Piastre or Mocha Dollar is the unit of value 
in Arabia, and is worth nearly 3^. sd. 

b. slang. A five-shilling piece ; a crown. 

5 . With qualifying words. Buzzard dollar , a 
name applied, in derision of the figure of an eagle 
on the reverse side, to the United States silver 
dollar of 412 j grains, coined in accordance with 
the Bland Bill w of 1878. Lion dollar , a Dutch coin 
bearing the figure of a lion ; also current in New 
York in colonial times. Pillar dollar, a silver 
coin of Spain, bearing a figure of the Pillars .of 
Hercules, formerly current in the Spanish colonies 
in America : cf, sense 2. Trade dollar, a silver 
dollar of 420 grains formerly coined by the United 
States mint for purposes of trade w ith eastern Asia. 
Dollar of the fathers, a phrase applied to the silver 
dollar, by those who advocated its remonetization, 
which was effected in 1878 : see quot. 1889. 

<21725 Whitworth Acc. Russia (1758) 77 Of the same 
goodness with Lyon Dollars, viz. twelve ounces fine silver, 
and four ounces alloy to the pound. 1768 Gov, Moore 'Jo 
E arl of Hillsborough 14 May (Documents relating to 
Colon. Hist, of N. Y. VI 1 1 . 72), The Lyon Dollars 
(a species of money brought here by the first Dutch settlers) 
are rarely now seen. 1823 Crabb Technol. Diet., s. v. The 
former [Spanish Dollars] are called pillar dollars, because 
they bear on the rever- e the arms of Spain between two 
pillars. 1877 N. Y. Tribune 21 July, 6 Some of the absurdi- 
ties of the demand for the ‘ Dollar of our Fathers’. 1878 
Nation (N. Y) 10 Jan. 26 Linderman was the pro- 
jector of the trade-dollar. 1882 Bithell Counting-ho. 
Diet. (1893' 301 The coinage of the Silver Trade Dollar 
was first authorized by the Act of Feb. 12th, 1873. 1889 

Farmer A mer.. Dollar of the Fathers, a catch cry, turned 
by opponents into the ‘dollar of the. daddies’, which was 
used during the remonetization agitation of 1877. 

6. attrib. and Comb. (Dollar-mark : see 3.) 

1844 Dickens Mart. Chuz. xxxtii, A little roll of dollar- 
notes fell out upon the ground. 1883 Century Mag. XXVI. 
596/2 Folding the dollar-bills that she had brought her. 
1894 Montreal S tar Almanac for 1895. 132 It was found 
convenient to continue the old dollar-mark in the South, 
and to adopt it in the North. 

Hence Bo -Hared a., furnished with dollars, 
wealthy. DoTLarless a., without dollars : cf. 
penniless . Dollaro*cxacy, nonce-wd. : see-CRACY. 
Bo XlarsMp (humorously), the personality of a 
dollared man. 

1844 Dickens Mart. Chuz. xvii. (D.) A dollarless and 
unknown man. 1869 H. Deedes America 151 So long as 
their Dollarships’ eyes and noses are not affected by his 
[the negro’s] propinquity. 1884 Longm. Mag. Feb. 386 The 
dollared lady. 1 889 Fall Mall G. 2 J uly 2/1 The phlegmatic 
assurance of dollarocracy. 

BoTiar-bircL An Australian bird of the genus 
Eurystomus, so called from a large round white 
spot on the wing. 

1847 Leichhardt Jml. v. 156 The dollar-bird passed 
with its arrow-like flight. 

Bo'llar-fish. 

1 . A name given to two kinds of fish, from their 
round form and silvery colour (in the case of the 
former, of the young.) a. Vomer setipinnis, called 
also moonfish. b. Stromateus triacanthtis , called 
also butter- and harvest- fish. 

2 . An echinoderm of a discoid shape; a cake- 
urchin or sand-doll ar. 

x8. . J. W. Dawson in Borthwick’s Br.-Amer. Rdr. (i860) 
222 The curious flat cake-like shells of the Echinarachnius 
Atlanticus,— the dollar-fish of some parts of the coast. 

Dollied, -er, -ness : see after Dolly a. and v . 
Dollin, obs. var. of dolven, pa. pple. of Delve. 
Dollish (dF'liJh a. [f,D0LL^.i + ~!SH.] Some- 
what doll-like ; having characteristics of a doll. 

1865 E. C. Clayton Cruel Fortune II. 237 She’s rathe* 
dollish, to my taste. 1874 Burnand My Time xxxii. 320 As 
pretty, though dollish, a blonde as you’d wish to see. 

Hence BoTIisMy adv . ; DoTlisbness. 

189a A cademy 2 Jan. 9/1 A woman . . less dollishly pretty 
perhaps. 1893 Nat. Observer 437/1 Dolls both, and equal 
in their dollishness. 

Dollop (dp'top). Also 6-9 dallop. [Origin 
obscure: cf, Norweg. dial, dolp lump (Ross).] 

1 1 . Farming. A patch, tuft, or clump of grass, 
weeds, etc. in a field. Obs. 

*573 Tusser Hush. liv. (1878) 121 Let dallops about be 
mowne and had out. Ibid. lvii. 131 Of barlie the longest 
and greenest ye find. Leave standing by dallops. 1669 
Worlidge Syst. Agric. (1681) 316 Dallops, a term used in 
some places for Patches or Corners of Grass or Weeds 
among Com. a 1825 Forby Foe. E. A nglia, Dallop, rank 
tufts of growing corn where heaps of manure have lain. 

2 . cotloq. or vulgar. (See quots.) 

1812 J. H. Vaux Flash Did., A dollop is a large quantity 
of any thing ; the whole dollop means the total quantity. 
<21825 Forby Foe. E. Anglia , Dallop .. a clumsy and 
shapeless lump of any thing tumbled about in the hands. 
1853 N. 4r Q. 1st Ser. VIII. 65/2 ‘What a dollop of fat you 
have given me!’ 1880 Blackmore Mary Anerley xxxvi, 
I sent a great dollop of water into the face of the poor 
lieutenant. 
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b. An untidy woman, a slattern, trollop, dial, 
a 1825 in Forby Voc. E. Anglia. 1877 N. IV. Line. Gloss. 

Dolly [f- Doll : see *y.] 

1 . A familiar pet-form of the name Dorothy 
( «= Doll sb . 1 x). 

1610 B, Jonson Alch. irr. in, (To Dol Common), So much 
the easier to be cozen’d, my Dolly. 1841-4 Emerson Ess., 
Spir. Laws Wk.s. (Bohn) 1. 70 The great soul incarnated 
in some. .Dolly or Joan. 

2 . t a. A female pet or favourite. Obs. slang. 
b. A drab, slattern, useless woman, dial, or colloq. 

1648 Herrick Hespen, Lyrick to Mirth {1869) 38 Kisse 
our dollies night and day. 1706 E. Ward H ud. Rediv. II. 
v. 13 And so away he led his Dolly. 1828 Craven Dialect, 
Dolly i a slattern. 1883 A tmondb. «$■' H udders/ Gloss, s.v., 
‘He's got a mautigy dolly for a wife.’ 1873 Dixon Two 
Queens I. m. vi. 149 Puebla . . took his seat at. table with 
these dollies and their mates. 

3 . A pet name for a child's doll. (Also treated 
as the personal name of a female doll.) 

1790 Morison Poems 82 (Jam.) Like a dally drawn on 
delf Or china ware. 1863 E. G. Clayton Cruel Fortune I. 
143 A ragshop, with its black dolly dangling over the door. 
1884 Health Exhib. Catal 137/2 Dolly as a baby, as a girl, 
as a young lady, as a lady. 

4 . Applied to various contrivances fancied to 
resemble a doll in some Way. 

a. dial. A Wooden appliance with two arms, and legs or 
feet, used to stir and twirl clothes in the wash-tub, called a 
dolly-tub \ also called dolly-legs or -stick, peggy, maiden. 
The name is sometimes less correctly given to the tub, and 
extended to mechanical contrivances fulfilling the same pur- 
pose ; also to an apparatus for agitating and washing ore in 
a vessel ; and to a beetle for linen, beating hemp, etc. 

1792 W. Roberts Looker-on. No, 41 The Dumb Dolly, or 
a machine for washing, is recommended. 1828 Craven 
Dialect, Dolly, .a washing tub. ^ 1840 Spurdens Suppl. to 
Forby , Dolly, ' a beetle used in ‘ bunching hemp*, as 
a punishmentj in bridewell. 1838 Simmonds Diet. Trade, 
Dolly, in mining parlance a perforated board, placed over 
a tub containing ore to be washed, and which being worked 
by a winch-handle, gives a circular motion to the ore. 1869 
R. Smyth Gold/. Victoria 609 Dolly, an instrument used 
by diggers for dividing and mixing the tough clay or' 
cement with water in the puddling-tub. 1877 H didemess 
Gloss, s.v.. Dolly-tub, a barret-shaped machine for washing 
clothes which are stirred about with a pronged-instrument, 
called a dolly-stick. 1884 A thenvenm 26 Apr. 533/1 One 
sort of dolly is a barrel-formed tub, in which a beater 
is worked by hand up and down. 1892 Northumbld. Gloss., 
Dolly, a clothes washing stick, made with feet; but other- 
wise like a poss-stick. 1894 Super/. Woman (ed. 4) I. 159 
[The! dolly-tub stood with some of the wet linen hanging 
on the side. , . . • 

b- Pile-driving". A short length of timber or metal set 
on the top of a pile to act as a buffer between it and the 
ram; also used to lengthen the pile when driven out of the 
reach of the ram ; a punch. . 

1838 Simms Public Wks. Gt. Brit. 11. (1846) 22 Cast-iron 
dol leys, weighing about x I cwt., were fitted to the tops; of 
the main piles to receive the blows. 1868 Minutes Proc. 
Inst. Civ. Engin. XXVII. 318 A timber dolly was used 
between the, pile and the ram. 

C. Austral. Gold/elds. A rude appliance somewhat on 
the principle of a pile-driver, used to crush auriferous quartz. 

1869 R B. Smyth Gold/. Victoria 609 Dolly . . a log of 
wood shod with iron and suspended from a sapling over a 
stump, and used in the early days for crushing quartz., 1880 
Sutherland Tales Gold/. 75 For the purpose of testing the 
quartz they employed a very primitive apparatus, which 
the miners call a dolly. 

d. A machine for punching iron ; a tool used in forming 

the head of a rivet. : ' 

*848 Inv. Wallsend Colliery (Northumbld. doss.), A 
punching dolley, i6£ cwts. 1869 Sir E. J. Reed Shipbuild. 
xviu 340 The holder-up . . after having driven the head 
[of the rivet] well up by a few heavy blows, holds upon it 
with a large hammer or a tool called a ‘dolly *. 1879 
Cassells Teckn. Educ. IV. 134/2 A workman , . presses 
against the head with, .a mass of iron termed a ‘dolly’. 

e. A contrivance with a covering of rags, polish, etc., 
used in various trades for polishing. 

1884 F. J. Britten Watch <$• Clockm. 213 Wooden dollies 
of suitable shape covered with the finest doe skin and 
rotated in the lathe are used. 1891 Sheffield Gloss. Suppl, 
Dolly, a wheel covered by rags, and used by cutlers in 
polishing their wares. 

f. colloq. & dial. A binding of rag round a hurt finger, etc. 

1888 in Berksh. Gloss. .. ■ '.v ■ l --'' 

g. An apparatus for street gambling. (See quot. 1873.) 
[1853-61 Mayhew Lond. Lab. I. 6 (Hoppe) The proprietors 

of Street Games, as swings . . down-the-dolly, spin- em round, 
[etc.].] 1873 SlaJtg Diet., Dolly . . consisting of a round board 
and the figure of an old man or * Dolly down which was a 
spiral hole. A marble dropped ‘ down the Dolly would 
stop in one of the small holes or pits (numbered) on the 
board. 1891 Daily News 5 Sept. 7/3 The stock-in-trade^ of 
the offenders, chiefly roulette tables and * dollies being 
destroyed by order of the Court. 

5 . Comb, as dolly-land ; dolly-bar, * a block or 
bar in the trough of a grindstone which is lowered 
into the water to raise the latter against the face of 
the stone by displacement * (Knight' Did. Meek .) ; 
dolly-legs : see 4 a.; dolly-man, one who keeps 
a dolly-shop ; (&) one who works with a dolly ; 
dolly-mop (slang), a drab ; dolly-pedal, a tool 
used by chainmakers in welding the ends of a link; 
dolly-shop, a marine store, a shop where rags, 
bottles, etc. are bought, frequently having a black 
doll hanging outside as a sign, and often serving as 
a low or illegal pawn-shop; dolly-tub ; - see 4 a. 

1869 Lonsdale Gloss., * Dolly-legs, an implement with five 
or six legs for washing. 1831 Mayhew Lond. Labour(jS6i) 
II. ixo A poor person driven to the necessity of raising 


a few pence . .goes to the ^dolly-man. 1833 Marry at P. 
Simple iv, His liberty’s stopped for getting drunk, and 
running after the *Dolly Mops ! 1894 Du M aurier^ rtlby 


• of a Jewess. 


running a. — T 

(1895) 58 A dirty, drabby, little Dolly-mop of 
1831 Mayhew Lond. Lab. (1861) II. %io 1 he _ dolly-shops 
are essentially pawn-shops, and pawn-shops for the very 
poorest. Ibid., The *Doliy system . . The name m derived 
from the black wooden doll, in white apparel, which gener- 
ally hangs dangling over the door of the marine-store shops. 

Hence Do llydom = dolldom (see after D^ll 


sb. l )i .. 

1882 Society 30 Dec. 9/2 Dollydom is a vast study 


now. ■ 

II Dolly (dp'li), sbA Anglo-Indian, [ad. Hindi 
ddlTi] * A complimentary offering of fruit, flowers, 
vegetables, sweetmeats and the like, presented 
usually on one or more trays; also, the daily 
basket of garden produce laid before the , owner by 
the Mali or gardener’ (Yule). 

i860 Russell Diary India II. xi. 202 In the evening the 
Rana’s dolly, or offering, was brought in. 1889 Marchioness 
Dufferin Viceregal Li/e in India ii. (1890) 51 A native 
gentleman sent me what they call a 4 Dolly , which is really 
a trayful of presents. . 

Dolly (d*rli), a. [f. Doll sbA + -y.] Like a 
doll ; clollish, babyish. Hence DoTliness. 

1852 Dickens Bleak Ho. (1853) 276 A dolly sort of beauty 
perhaps. 1863 — Mut. Fr. 1. iv, ‘You are a chit and a 
little idiot.. or you wouldn’t make such a dolly speech’. 
1889 lifRS. Alexander CrookedPath I. vi, 193 Her greatest 
charm . . was her dolliness. 

Dolly (tlyli), v. dial, and teckn. [f. Dolly 
sb . 1 4.J a. trans. To stir or wash (clothes) in a 
dolly-tub (see Dolly sb . 1 4 a) ; to beat (linen). 

1847-78 in Halliwell. 1869 Lonsdale Gloss., Dolly, to 
wash linen, etc. with the dolly-legs. 

b. Smelting and. Chain-making: To beat (red- 
hot metal) with a hammer, dolly, etc, 

1831 J. Holland Mann f. Metal I. 85 These lumps . . are 
drawn from the furnace and dolleyed, or beaten into cakes 
with hammers. 1886 [see Dollying below]. 

a. Gold-mining. To crush (auriferous quartz) 
with a dolly (see Dolly sb . 1 4 c) ; to obtain (gold) 
by this process ; also of the quartz: To yield (so 
much gold) by this method. 

3894 Dundee Advertiser 5 July 4 The men are now 
‘dollying’ 1000 ounces a day. 189s Chamb. /ml. XII. 
668/1 Fie dollied, or ground, his little bits of rock by means 
of a contrivance resembling a pestle and mortal*. 1896 
Daily News 23 Jan. 9/5 This has the richest stone we have 
got so far, it dollies about 8 grains to the pound. 

Hence Dollied ppl. a.. Dollying- vbl. sb. (also 
attrib.) ; also Doilier. 

1882 N. 4 Q. 28 Oct. 349/2 The soiled clothes are immersed 
in waiter in the dolly tub. .then the dolly is plunged into the 
mass [of clothes] and worked by the dolUer by both arms. 
1886 Pall Mall G. 27 Aug. 11/1 This ‘ dollying * process is 
effected by a ' hammer, which by means of a spring and 
wooden pedal, is made to strike the already roughly joined 
link till the two ends are so welded together that the joining 
is scarcely noticeable. Alt hand-wrought chain above 
three-eighths of an inch in diameter is known as ‘dollied *. 

Dolly, obs. Sc. form of Dowie a. 

Dolly Yardea. [from the name of a character 
in Dickens’s Barnaby Budge.] a. A print dress 
with a large flower pattern, worn with the skirt 
gathered up in loops, b. A large hat, worn by 
women, with one side bent downwards, and 
abundantly trimmed with flowers, c. A Cali- 


fornian species of trout or char. 

187a A, Dobson Dial. /rom Plato iv. {St. Pauls Mag: 
Dec.), Blue eyes look doubly blue Beneath a Dolly Varden. 
3877 R. L. Price Two Americas 214 Large baskets of 
trout, among whom were many ‘ DollyVardens *. Ibid. 215, 
Convinced that the * Dolly Varden ’ is a genuine trout. 1881 
Mrs. Lynn Linton My Love I. 227 One would get one’s 
self up to look awfully killing In a Dolly Varden. 


Dolman (dolman). Forms 6 dollymant, 6-8 
dolyman, doliman, 9 dolman, {prig. a. Turkish 
dolaman or doldmah, whence Pol., 

Boh. dolaman, Magyar dohnany , F. doliman, (in 
sense 2) dolman , Ger. doliman , doliman The 
disyllabic form appears to be through Fr.] 

1 . A long robe open in front, with narrow sleeves, 
worn by the Turks. 

1585 T. Washington tr. Nicholay's Voy. m. x. 86 They 
are clothed with a long gowne, which they do call Dolyman, 
girded with a large girdle of silke. 3399 Hakluyt Voy. II. 
l 1 13 Y a great Basha.. clothed with a robe of Dollymant 
crimson. 3702 W. }. Bruyn’s Voy. Levant xx. 91 Over this 
comes on the Shirt, and over that the Doliman. 1843 Mrs. 
Romer Rhone, Darro , etc. II. 314 His haik floated loosely 
on his shoulders like a dolman. 

2 . The uniform jacket of a hussar, worn like a 
cape with the sleeves hanging loose. . 

1883 Standard 7 Mar. 5 (Stanf.) His Royal Highness has 
presented the whole of the Blucher Hussars with dolmans* 
which had hitherto only been worn by the Royal and 
Guard Regiments of Hussars. 

3 . A kind of mantle with cape-like appendages 
instead of sleeves, worn by women. . , , 

1872 Punch 26 Oct 171/2 The ‘ dolman * is a loose jacket, 
with large hanging sleeves, that can be assumed or left 
loose at pleasure. 3876 Ouida Winter City ill 38 Perhaps 
it lurked in the black sable fur of her dolman. 

Hence Dolmane tte, a small or short dolman.. 

1883 Glasgcnv. Weekly Her. 21 Apr. 8/4 French Pattern 
Dolmans, New Dolmanettes, Jackets, etc. 


DOBOBOUS. 

Do 32 KL 8 ft'' (dolmen), [a. mod. F. dolmen (dol- 
min Latour cl’ Auvergne, 1796, dolmine Le Grand 
d’Aussy 1798, dolmen, Mdmoires de VAcadimie 
Celtique. 1897R 

Given 'by Legonidec 1821 as Breton ‘ monument in form 
of an altar or. table ’ ; and usually explained as f. Breton to} 
= iaol, L. tabula, table 4- mean , men stone. But the Breton 
compound of these words would be taolvean or tdlven, and 
the d and rn of dolmen are not thus satisfactorily accounted 
for. Borlase, A ntiq. Cornwall (1754) called these structures 
cromleh, but gave tolmin, lit. ‘ hole of stone as the current 
Cornish name for those enormous blocks found in Cornwall 
and Sciliy naturally poised upon two supporting points, so 
as to leave a ‘ hole* or aperture Beneath, through which 
a man or. beast may. pass. There is reason to think that this 
is the word inexactly reproduced by Latour d’Auvergne as 
dolmen, and misapplied by him and succeeding French 
archaeologists to the cromlech .] 

The b rench name, used by some English authors, 
for a Cromlech, a prehistoric structure, consisting 
of a large flaltish stone supported upon two or more 
smaller upright stones. 

1859 J ephson Brittany viii. xo8 The dolmen appeared to 
me to consist of a chamber formed by gigantic unhewn 
granite blocks placed upon smaller ones. 3865 Lubbock 
Preh. Times v. U869) 104 All oyer Europe .. we find relics 
of prehistoric times .. dolmens or stone chambers. 1873. 
Tylor Prim. Cult. I, 55 Megalithic structures, menhirs, 
cromlechs, dolmens. . 1880 Jefferies Gr. Feme F. 150 He 
crawled right under the table-stone of the dolmen. 

Hence Dolmemic a. ynonce-wd.), of or belonging 
to dolmens, or to the race who constructed them. 

2882 tr. N. Joly's Man be/ M etals 1. vi. 1 58 The ethnological; 
character, .of the supposed dolmenic people., 

Dolomite (d^Dmsit). Min. [In F. dolomie, 
dolomite, named 1794 after M. Dolomieu , a French 
geologist and mineralogist : see -ite.] A native; 
double carbonate of lime and magnesia, occurring; 
crystalline,, and in granular masses, white or 1 
colomed, called dolomite marble ; a rock con- 
sisting essentially of this mineral. 

1794 Kir wan Min. I. hi Common Dolomite, 1799 
Tennant m Phil . , Trans. LX XX IX. 309 The kind^ of 
marble which Had been called Dolomite, from M. Dolomieu, 
who first remarked its peculiarity in dissolving slowly. 1862 
Chambers' Encycl. s.v. Dolomite, The new Houses of Par- 
liament are built of dolomite. 1876 Page Adv. Text-b. 
Geol. v. X02 Dolomite is a granular or crystalline variety of 
magnesian limestone. 

to. pi. 7 he Dolomites — the dolomite mountains 
or peaks ; spec, those of Southern Tyrol. 

\8qo\title) Zigzagging amongst Dolomites. 1873 A. B. 
Edwards A Midsummer Ramble among the Dolomites. 

c. attrib . and Comb., as dolomite country, moun- 
tain, peak ; dolomite-like adj. 

1846 L. S. Costello Tour Venice 389 The horns of the; 
dolomite mountains. 1864 Sat . Rev. 8 July 58/2 The strong- 
hold of the Dolomite country, 1864 Soc. Sc, Rev. 35 Cele- 
brated for, their Dolomite , peaks. 1868 Dana Min. § 742 
A fine-grained dolomite-like rock. 

Hence DoTomitize v. (also DoTomize), to con- 
vert into dolomite; Dolomitiza’tion. (also Dolo- 
miza'tion), conversion into dolomite. 

1833 Lyell in Life (1881) 1. 397 To make up my mind about 
Von Buch’s theory of dolomisation. 1849 Dana Geol. ii. 
(1850) 153 An instance of dolomization. 1862 G. P. Scrope 
Volcanos 89 The frequent dolomitization of limestones. 
1863 A. C. Ramsay Phys. Geog. x. (1878) 149 Some modern' 
atolls are known to become dolomitised. 1891 Nature 10 
Sept., The limestone had been dolomitized. ’ 

Dolomitic (d^lomrtik), a. [f. prec. + -ic.] 
Of the nature of, formed of, or containing dolomite. 

1832 De La Beche Geol. Man , (ed. 2) 329 Dolomitic rocks 
are also found among them. 3879 Rutley Study Rocks 
xiv. 286 N o sharp line of demarcation can . . be drawn between 
the dolomitic limestone and the true dolomites. 

Dolor, obs. f. Dollar ; var. of Doloub. 

t Bolori'ferons, a. Obs. [f. L. type *doldrifer, 
f. dolor- em Dolour + -fer bearing : see -eekous.] 
Causing pain ; . « next, 

1599 A. -M. tr. Gabelhouer's Bk. Physicke 73/1 Applye it 
on or in the dolariferpus tooth. 1638 Whitaker Blood, 0/ 
Grape 74 (TA In such doloriferous affects in the joints. 

Dolormc (dplorifik), a. Now rare. [ad. 
med.L. dolorific-us, f. doldr-em pain; see -Fie.]’ 
Causing or giving rise to pain ; painful, grievous. 

3634 T, Johnson Parey's Chirurg. ix. xi. (1678) 223 
Remedies' which are contrary to the dolorifick cause^ 3669, 
Gale True Idea Jansen. 144 He abhors sin, not as sin, but 
as dolorifick of painful. 3828 Blackw. Mag. XXIV. 192 
Alas ! for Huskissoh, and his dolorific strains. 

So t Dolori’fical a. Obs. rare~ °. 

1623 Cockeram, Dolorificall, causing sorrow. 

Dolorous (dp’loros), a. Also 5-6 doler-, 
ous(e, dolorouse, dolourous, 6 Sc. dolor us. [a. 
OF. doleros, -eus, doulour-, dulur~, *1 ms, -ous (nth. 
c. in Hatz.-Darm.) mod.F. douloureux :—late L. 
doloras-eus painful, full of sorrow, f. dolor Dolour.] 

1 . Causing, attended by> or affected with physical 
pain ; painful ; severe, acute. ‘ 

c 1400 Rom. Rose 5474 [Fortune] leieth a piastre dolorous 
Unto her herti's wounded egre. 1578 Banister Hist. Man 1. . 
14 No Medicin may preuayle.. till the same dolorous tooth 
be . .plucked up by the rootes. 362o Yenner Via Recta 
viii. 166 Dolorous Gouts, .are not apt to be bred by parsi- 
mony. 1733 Medley Kolben's Cape G. Hope II. 165 A very 
dolorous thirst. 1865 W. Roberts Treat. Urin. # Renal 
Dis. n. ii. (1885)301 The dolorous sensations and irritability, 
Which constantly torment diabetic patients.. 


DOLOROUSLY. 

2 , Causing or giving rise to grief or sorrow; 
grievous, distressful ; doleful, dismal. 

c 1450 Merlin i 16 The archbishop gaf this scentence full 
doierouse. 1548 Hall Chron., Hen. VI (an. 6) 105 b, Al- 
though the death of thetie wer dolorous to all Englishmen. 
1641 Milton Ch. Govt. 11. (1851) 140 When God commands 
to take the trumpet and blow a dolorous or a jarring blast. 
a 1711 Ken Christoph.il Poet. Wks. 1721 1 . 492 Faint he sank 
amidst the dol’rous way. 1877 Black Green Past, xx ix. 
(1878) 234 We had a dolorous day of rain. 

3, Of persons, their feelings, state, etc. : Full of 
or expressing sorrow ; sorrowful, sad, distressed, 

1313 Douglas JEneis xil ii. 149 Syne confortis he his 
fetis dolorous, a 1533 Ld. Berners Huon Iii. 174, I am 
ryght dolorous for the rvewes that I brynge you.. 1667 
Milton P . L. vi, 658 Thir armor, .wrought them pain Im- 
placable, and many a dolorous groan. 1834 Thackeray 
Hewcomes I. 40 [His] countenance assumed an appearance 
of the most dolorous sympathy. 1871 R. Ellis Catullus 
ii. 10 Might I . . my dolorous heart awhile deliver. 

Hence Doloro'Sity, dolorousness. 

1835 T ait's Mag. II. 784 , 1 really do not wonder at your 
dolorosity. 

Dolorously, adv. [-ly 2„] In a dolorous 
.manner ; painlully, sorrowfully, dolefully. 

^1450 Merlin 544, V of tho pan toners hym toke and ltdde 
hym forth beringe hym dolerousely. <21533 Ld. Berners 
Huon clxiii. 637 The thyrd & fourth he made doulourously 
to dye. 1638 Sir T. Herbert Trav. (ed. 2) 176 Hearing 
young So dees vovce, dolorously crying out for Fatima. 
1865 E, C. Clayton Cruel Fort. III. 74 4 It will not be posted 
now before morning ’, she said, dolorously. 

Dolorousness, [f. as prec. + -ness.] The 
state or quality of being dolorous ; sorrowfulness, 
sadness, dolefulness. 

1553 Brende Q. Curtins 41 (R.) For the dolorousness of 
the old woman. 1649 Jer. Taylor Gt. Exentp. m. Ad § 15. 
95 A designe to heighten the dolourousnesse of his person. 
1880 A then team 18 Feb. 272/1 Though melancholy is, no 
doubt, a genuine poetic mood, mere dolorousness is not 
fit for poetical treatment. 

Dolos© (dtflJu-s), a. Law . [ad. L. doZos-us , 
£. dolus craft, deceit : see Dole Characterized 
by criminal intention ; intentionally deceitful. 

*832 Austin Jurispr. (1879) II. 1103 An act of forbearance 
pr omission which is merely culpose (or not do]ose) is not a 
crime or public delict. 1861 Ld. Cranworth in Guaj'dian 
31 July 726 Without accusing his. .learned friend of being 
dolose, he did accuse him of having misled their lordships. 

t Dolo*sity. Obs. rare. [a. OF. dolositd late 
L. do l sitdt-em deceit, f. doldsus\ see prec.] 

* Deceitfulness, hidden malice * (Bailey). 

1401 Pol. Poems (Rolls) II. nr A 1 maner of dolosite to 
30U is enditid. 1730-36 in Bailey (folio). 

Dolour, dolor (d^wloi, dp*loi). Forms: 4-6 
doloure (-owre), (6 dolar, dollor, -our), 4- 
dolour, 6- dolor, [a. OF. dolor , -our (nth c.), 
mod.F. douleur, = It. do lore, Pr., Sp. dolor :~L. 
dolor-em pain, grief, anger, f. dol-ere to suffer pain 
or grief. Now unusual in spoken use ; hence 
pronunciation varies; the historical pronunciation 
was as in colour (F. couleur), which is retained in 
East Anglia, and sometimes represented by spelling 
dullor .] 

+ 1 . Physical suffering, pain; also (with//.), a 
pain, a painful affection, a disease. Obs. 

*ic 1370 R obt. K. Cicyle 59 Olyverne dyed, in grete dolowre, 
F or he was slayne in a harde schowre. c 1400 Lanf ranc's 
Cirurg. 227 In J>e chapitre of dolour of ioynctis. 1396 D al- 
rymple tr. Leslie's Hist. Scot. I . 24 To kure and to remeid 
diuers dolouris of the skin. x6ia Woodall Sttrg. Mate 
Wks. (1653) 33 It easeth the dolour of the caustick medicine. 
1683 Salmon Doron Med. 1. 311 Rheumatisms and other 
dolors of the nerves. 1710 T. Fuller Pharm. Extemf>. 243 
In a Nephritic Fit. .there’s great .. Dolour in the Kidneys. 
1715-20 Pope Iliad xvi. 649 He drew the dolours from the 
wounded part. 

2 . Mental pain or suffering; sorrow, grief, distress. 

13 . . K. A Us. 5699 The Kyng therfore was in doloure. 
c 1470 Henry Wallace 1. 183 Mekill dolour it did hym in 
hys mynd. 1344 Litany in Priv. Prayers (1851) 573 Piti- 
fully behold the dolour of our heart. x6xo Shaks. Temp. 11. 
i. 18 Dolour comes to him indeed. 1684 Contempt. State 
Man 11. vii. (1699) 21 1 Of joy there must no mention be 
made in that place of dolour. 1815 Scott Guy M. xv, To 
leave her in distress and dolour 1 i88x Jefferies Wood 
Magic II. ii. 66 Thus, in dolour and despair the darkness 
increased, . 

b. pi. Griefs, sorrows. Now rare. 

1611 Shaks. Cyinh. v. iv. 80 The Graces of his Merits due, 
being all to dolors turn’d. 1666 Bunyan Grace Ab. § 163 
Every Groan of that man . . in his dolours. 1834 Mrs. 
Oliphant Magd. Hepburn III. 28 -Look you, dame 1. . I have 
borne with your dolours for many a day. 

c. R. C. Ch. Dolours of the Virgin. 

*883 Catholic Diet, s.v., The seven founders of the Servite 
order, in the thirteenth century, devoted' themselves to 
special meditation on the Dolours of Mary, and from them 
the enumeration of the Seven Sorrows (i.e. at the prophecy 
of Simeon, in the flight to Egypt, at the three days’ loss, at 
the carrying of the cross, at the crucifixion, at the descent 
of the cross, at the entombment) is said to have come. 
(Hence the appellation Our Lady 0/ Dolours or Sorrows ) 
f d. A cause or occasion of sorrow j a grievous 
or sad thing. Obs. r t are. 

c 133° Amis # A mil. 12 To here of the childeryn twoo, 
How thei were in wele and woo . .is grete doloure. 

1 3 . The outward expression of grief; lamentation, 
mourning. To make doloitr, to lament, mourn. Obs. 

" 0 1320 Senyn Sag. (W <) 1270 .'Therefore ■ he : made gret 
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dolour, cisco Melusine Jvii. 338 The do.leur & lament- 
able heuynes that men dide. a 1533 Ld. Berners Huon 
lxxxi. 246 Huon. .was sorowfull to se his wyfe make so grete 
doloure. 1634 Sir T. Herbert Trav. 107 Though they saw 
me, they continued their dolours till the end. 

1 4 . Anger, indignation, resentment. [As in L.] 

1609 Holland Atmn. Marcell. xxiv. iv. 250 Our fighting 
soulcliers were so enkindled with anger and dolour [dolore ]. 
X644 Bulwer Chirol. 92 Anger, dolour, and indignation. 

3 Dolp, obs. Sc. var. of Do dp. 

Dolphin (dp -1 fin). Forms : 4-5 delfyn(e, 6-7 
delplim ; 5-6 dalphyn(e, 7 daulphin ; 4-6 dol- 
phyn, 5 dolfyn(e, dolphyne, 6 doulphyn, 6-7 
dolp bine, 6- dolphin. See also Dauphin. [In 
the form delfyn, delphin , app. directly from L. 
delphtn-us (med.L. also delft nus , It. delfino, Sp> 
delfin) ; with the form dalphyne,di. Pr. dalfin, OF. 
daulphin ; of the latter dolfin appears to be a 
phonetic variant with <?• from au : Littre has an 
example of doffin in 15th c. French.] 

1 . A species of cetaceous mammal ( Delphinus 
Delphis ), having a longer and more slender snout 
than the porpoise, with which it is frequently- 
confounded, so that the two names become inter- 
changed ; sometimes applied also to the grampus. 

13.. K.Alis. 6576 Heo noriceth deify ns, and cokadrill. 
1387 Trevisa Higdeti (Rolls) II. 13 pere beep ofee i-take 
dolphyns, and see calues, and baleynes. c 1440 Prontp. 
Parv. 126/1 Dolfyne, fysche, delphinus. 1530 Palsgr. 214/2 
Doulphyn a fysshe, doulphin, 15 76 Fleming Panopl. Epist . 
353 The Dalphine feedeth her young with mjlke. x 6 ox 
Shaks. Twel. N.i. ii. 15 Like Orion on the Dolphines backe. 
1646 J. Hall Poems 1. 41 Had but the curteous Delphins 
heard. 1653 Holcroft Procopius, Goth ich Wars in. 102 
A great number of Daulphins coming upon the mouth of the 
Euxine Sea. 1769 Pennant Zool. III. 50 It does not appear 
that the dolphin shews a greater attachment to mankind than 
the rest of the cetaceous kind. 1885 Encycl. Drit. XIX. 
521/2 The head [of the porpoise] is rounded in front, and 
differs from that of the true dolphins in not having the snout 
produced into a distinct ‘ beak \ 

2. Popularly applied to the dorado (Coryp/isena 
hipptiris ), a fish celebrated for its beautiful colours, 
which, when it is taken out of the water, or is 
dying, undergo rapid changes of hue. 

1578-1628 F. Fletcher Drakes Voy. (Hakl. Soc.) 32 
(Yule, s.v. Dorado) The. .great maekrel (whom the Aurata 
or Dolphin also pursueth). 1627 Capt. Smith Seaman's 
Gram. viii. 36 Fish hookes, for .. Dolphins, or Dorados. 
X633 G. Herbert ! Temple , Giddinesse v. 1736 P. Browne 
Jamaica 443 The Dolphin. This is one of the most beauti- 
ful fishes of those seas. 1818 By-ron Ch. Heir. iv. xxix, 
Parting day Dies like the dolphin, whom each pang imbues 
With a new colour.. The last still loveliest. 1844 Mrs. 
Browning Vis. Poets xevi. Poems 1850 I. 213 Faint and dim 
His spirits seemed to sink in him, Then, like a dolphin, 
change and swim The current. 

3 . A sir on. A northern constellation, Delphmtts. 

1430 Lydg. Chron. Troyu.xW, In which e the Egle and 

also the Dolphyne Haue theyr arysynge by reuolucion. 1551 
Recorde Cast. Knowl. 264 A lyttle from it, is the Dolphine, 
whiche hath in it xo starres. 1607 Topsell Four-/. Beasts 
(1658) 57 About the time of the Daulphins appearance. x868 
Lockyer Guillemin's Heavens (ed. 3) 358 Two double stars, 
one of the Lion, the other of the Dolphin. 

4 . A figure of a dolphin (generally represented 
as curved) in painting, sculpture, heraldry, etc. 

In early Christian art used as an emblem of love, diligence, 
or swiftness. 

? a 1400 Morte Arth. 2054 A derfe schelde . . With a 
dragone engowschede. .Devorande a dolphyne. ; a 1440 Sir 
Degrev. 1038 He beres a dolfyn of gold. 1756-7 Jr, 
Keyslers Trav. (1760) 1 1. 20 The fish or dolphin at the side 
of the statue, on which some boys seem to be riding. 1851 
Ruskin Stones Ven. (1874! I. App. 387 A dolphin may be 
used as a symbol of the sea. 1895 Chamb. Jml. Aug. 449/1 
Some Aldine edition, with, .the sign of the well-known 
anchor and dolphin. 

f 5 . (In full, dalphyn or dolphin crownZ) A French 
gold coin, formerly current in Scotland. Obs. 

Prob. the Fr. I.cu du Dauphine, weighing about .54 Eng- 
lish grains, struck by Louis XI for the Dauphine. 

1451 Sc. Acts /as. // .1597) § 33 The Crown of France 
hauand a crowned Flowve del uce on ilk side of the Schield, 
. .and the Dolphin Crowne, ilk ane of them hauand course 
for sex shillinges aucht pennies. 1453 Ibid. (1597) § SO The 
Salute, the Rydar, the Crowne, the Dolphin, to.elleven 
shillings. 

6. Applied to various contrivances resembling or 
fancifully likened to a dolphin. 

a. In early artillery, each of two handles cast solid on a 
cannon nearly over the trunnions, commonly made in the 
conventional form of a dolphin. 

1704 J. Harris Lex. Tcchn. s.v. Ordnance, Maniglions 
or Dolphins . . are the Handles placed on the back of the 
Piece near the Trunnions, and near the Centre of Gravity, 
to mount and dismount it the more easily. 1869 Boutell 
A rtfts <5* Arm. xi. (1874) 240 Thus the handles, ames (when 
in use in England called dolphins V are pot infrequently 
made in the form of the body of some living creature ; for 
example, in Fig. 50 they appear in the forrn of two dolphins. 

b. Naut. (a) A spar or block of wood with a ring bolt at 
each end, for vessels to ride by ; a mooring-buoy. (/) A 
mooring -post or bollard placed at the entrance of a dock or 
along a quay, wharf or beach, to make hawsers fast to. (c) 
A wreath of plaited cordage fastened about a mast or yard, 
to prevent the latter from falling in case of the ropes or 
chains which support it being shot away in action. 

1764 Croker, etc. Diet. Arts ft Sc., Dolphins of the Mast. 
1833 Marry at P. Simple vi. What with dead-eyes, and 
shrouds, cats and catblocks, dolphins, and dolphin-strikers, 
I was so puzzled ..that [etc.]. 1840 Evid. Hull Docks 


DOLT. 

Comm. 90 Q, What is a dolphin ? A. There is a post in the 
middle, ana it is inclosed round by other posts, and this 
post in the Middle is the post to make the rope fast_ to, and 
the oihers support it; it is for the vessels to warp into the 
river Hull. 1844 Hull Dock Act gt Substantial hawsers , . 
fixed to the dolphins. 1847 Crai q. Dolphin 0/ the mast. 
1867 Smyth Suitor's Word-bk., Bollard, also a lighter sort 
of dolphin for attaching vessels to. Ibid,, Puddening. . a 
thick wreath of yarns, matting, or oakum (called a dolphin ), 
tapering from the middle towards the ends. 

C. Gr. A ntiq. A heavy mass of lead, etc. suspended from 
a yard at the bows of a war-vessel, to be dropt into an 
enemy's ship when at close .quarters. 

X774 Goldsm . Grecian H ist. 1 .270 T heenemy . . were stopped 
by the yards of those ships to which were fixed dolphins of 
lead. 1820 T. Mitchell Aristoph. Knights I. 227 Let your 
dolphins ’ rise high, while the enemy’s nearing. 1836-48 B'. 
D. Walsh Aristoph. Knights 11. iii, Quick haul up your pon- 
derous dolphins. 1849 Orote Greece n. lx. (1862) V. 262. 

d. ‘ A technical term applied to the pipe and cover at a 
source for the supply of water’ (Weale Diet. Perms Arch. 
1849-50). 

e. Angling. A kind of hook. 

X854 Badham Halieut. 18. . 

7 . A black species of aphis or plant-lotise (Aphis 
fabse), very destructive to bean -plants ; also called 
collier and dolphin-fly. Also a black coleopterous 
insect infesting turnips (quot. 1 771k 

1731 Bailey (ed. 5), Dolphins (.with Gardiners) small black 
Insects that infest Beans, etc. 1771 G. White Selbome 
xxxiv. 90 The country people here call it the Turnip Fly 
and Black Dolphin ; but I know it to be one of thecoleoptera ; 
the Chrysomela oleracea. 1846 Hannam in Jml. R. Agric. 
Soc. II. ir. 590 The season of 1846 has been memorable for 
the dolphin among the pea-crop. 1883 Sutton Cult. Veget. 
ft Ft. (1892) 382 The Bean Aphis, .the Bean Plant Louse, or 
Black Dolphin. 

+ 8. = Dauphin i q.v. (tf/tr.). 

9 . attrib. and Comb, as dolphin-colour, -family, 
■fish, -hue, -shoal\ dolphin-borne, -headed, - like 
adjs. ; dolphin-fat, a fat obtained from species of 
Delphinus (Delphin sb. 2) ; dolphin-flower, tbe 
Larkspur (Delphiniuni) \ dolphin-fly = sense 7 ; 
dolphin-oil = dolphin fat (Watts Diet. Chem. II. 
309) ; dolphin-striker \Nautl), a short gaff spaf- 
fixed perpendicularly under the cap of the bowsprit 
for guying down the jib-boom; also called mar- 
tingale (which name is also given to the ropes 
connecting it with the jib-boom). 

1842 Mrs. Browning Grk. Chr. Poets (1863) 1 Pang by 
pang, each with a *dolphin colour. 13x3 Douglas JEneis 
v. x. 88 Als swift as ' K dalfin fische, swymand away. 167s 
H. M. tr. Coltoq, Erasm. 3x0 The Dolphin fish.. is a lover 
of man. 1846 Worcester, * Dolphin-fly, an insect of the aphis 
tribe, destructive to beans. X846 Greener Sc. Gunnery 15 
The fancy cock and hammers have given place to a *dolphin- 
headed hammer. 1878 Browning La Saisiaz 75 Melodious 
moaned the other ‘ Dying day with ^dolphin-hues.' . x6o6 
Shaks. Ant. -ft Cl. v. ii. 89 His delights Were *DoIphin- 
like, they shew’d his backe aboue The Element they lin’d 
in. 1887 Bowen Virg. JEneid v. 594 Some *dolphin shoal 
. - afloat on the watery plain. 1833 ^Dolplun-striker [see 6 bf 
X841 MarRyat Poacher xxv iii, The. .collision carried away 
our. .dolphin-striker. 1867 Smyth Sailor's Word-bk. y.v. 
Martihgate, The spar is usually termed the dolphin-striker, 
from its handy position whence to strike, fish. 1891 E. 
Castle Couseq. III. n. xvii. 3 Hot water bubbled .. in sin 
ancierit copper dolphin ’ urn of exquisite outline. 

Dolphinate, -ess, obs. ff. Dauphinate, -ess. : 

1635 Fuller Ch. Hist. vi. i. § 9 The Dolphinate in 
France. • 

t Dolpliine't. Obs. rare- 1 , [f. Dolphin + 
-et, dimin. suffix, here exceptionally used as a 
feminine.] A female dolphin. • 

1595 Spenser Col. Clout 866 The Lyon chose his mate, 
the Turtle Dove Her deare, the Dolphin his owne Dolphinet. 

Bolt (d^lt), sb. Also 6 dolt©, dowlte, 6-7 
donltfe. [Found with its derivatives from middle 
of 36th c. ; perh. earlier in dialect use. App. 
related to OE. del, ME. dol, doll. Dull, and to 
Dold, stupid, inert of intellect or faculty. For the 
cf. ME. dult in sense of dulled : see Dull v.] 

1 . A dull, stupid fellow ; a blockhead, numskull, 

1543, [implied in Doltish], xssr Robinson tr. More's 
Utop. (Arb.) 39 Thies wysefooles and verye archedoltes. 
a 1553 (Jdai.l Royster D. m. ii. (Arb.) 42 A very dolt and 
loute. 1604 Shaks. Oth. v. ii, 163 Oh Gull, oh dolt, As 
ignorant as durt. 1658 Cleveland Rustic Rampant Wks. 
(1687} 4x7 Not only these Doults, these Sots. 1723 Swift 
Wood the Ironmonger 32 Wood’s adulterate copper. Which 
. . we like dolts Mistook at first for thunderbolts. ,1847 
Disraeli Tamrcdv, i,The prerogative of dolts and dullards. 

, 2 . a. att) ib. or as adj. Doltish, stupid, senseless, 
foolish, b. Comb., as f dolt-head, (a) a dolt, 
blockhead ; (b) a stupid head (quot. 1711). 

1679 Dryden Troll, ft Cress, n, iii, Dolt-heads, asses, And 
beasts of burden. 17x1 E. Ward Quix. I. 4x4 As soon as 
each had bolted From out .his Straw, and scratch'd his 
Dolthead. 1828 Southey To A. Cunningham Poems III. 
31 1 The dolt image is not worth its clay. 1852 R. Knox 
Gt. Artists ft Anat. 57 North Germany, the land of 
schnapps, and insolence, and dolt stupidity. ( : 1 

Hence fDoTtag-e, fDoTtry, the condition of a 
dolt ; tUoTtify v. trans to make a dolt of. 

1359 Aylmer Harbor. Faith/. Subf. G iij b, Women.,, 
doltefied with the dregges of the Deuils dounge hill. x$8x 
Mulcaster Positions xxx ix. (1887) 205 Where I see nobil- 
itie betraid to donghillrie, and learning to doultrie. 1593 
Nashe Four Lett. Confut. Gj b, I have usually seene uh- 
circumsied doltage have the porch of his Panims pilfries 
very hugely pestred with praises. 
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t Bolt, v. Obs . [f. prec. sb.] 

1. trans. To make a dolt of, befool ; to call dolt. 

*553 T*. Wilson Rhet. 74 b, When wee would abashe a man 

..wee either doulte hym at the firste, and make hym beleeve 
that heris no wiser then a goose, or [etc.]. *570 B. Googe 
Pop . Kingd. 11. ( 1 880) 26 Thus are the people doited still, 
and fooles are made of fooles. 1574 Hellowes Gmuards 
Fam. Ep, 302 Certaine men be doited, and charged with 
a thousand thoughts. x8x8 Todd, To dolt, to make dull. 
I have heard the word so spoken, but know no instance of 
it in books. 

2 . intr. To act like a dolt, to play the fool. 
Hence Bolting ppl. a. 

*573 New Custom 1. ii. in Hazl. Dodsley III. 19 More 
better. .Than in these trifles to have doited so much. 1593 
Tell-Troih's N. Y. Gift 2 1 Touching doating or dolting 
Ielosy. 

Boltisb. (d# 0 ItiJ), a. [f. Dolt sb. + -ish.] Of 
the nature of of like a dolt ; foolish, stupid, thick* 
headed, senseless. 

; *543 Bale Course Rom. Foxe 62 b (T.) Your argument 
is, as you are; unlearned, fantastical and doltish. <3x553 
Udall R oyster D. iv. iii. (Arb.) 63 Rather than to mary with 
suche a doltish© loute. ax6jj Barrow Serm. Wks. 1716 
III, 32 Doltish Incapacity. 1851 H, Melville Whale 
xxx vi. 1S1 A doltish stare. 1892 Lucy T. Smith in Hist. 
Rev. Jan. 34 The man with a doltish son. 

Bo'ltiskly, adv. [f. prec. + -ly 2,] i n a dolt- 
ish manner ; stupidly. 

1580 Holly band Treas. Fr. Tong, Bestement # lourde - 
meat, beastly and doltishly. *586 Ferne Bias. Gentrie n. 
98 [They] do very doltishly distinguish t wo kinds of adoration. 
1682 Bunyan Holy Weir 186 Thou hast perniciously and 
doultishl^ taught and maintained that there is no God. 

DoTtislmess. [f- as prec. + -NESS.] The 
quality of being doltish ; stupidity. 

1569 T. Norton Rebell. Earl Nor thumb, in Strype Ann. 
Ref. I. Iv, 597 The vanities, the doltishness, the borrowing 
without caring to pay. 1629 Symmer Spir. Pos/e n. i. 33 It 
is extreame doltishnesse to deferre the practise of Wisedome. 
1813 Shelley in Dowden Fife (1887) I. 339 The usual 
doltishness of the regal race. 

t Bolven, obs. pa. pple. of Delve v. : Delved, 
dug, buried. 

a 1225 Ancr. R. 292 Hud |? e i^e doluene eor$e. c 1350 
Will. Palerne 5280 Ac he was ded & doluen. c 1420 Pallad. 
on Husb. jn. 689 In the doluen lond. C1440 York Myst. 
xxiv. x 8 g Both dede and doluen, bis is be fourbe day. 

t BoTy, a. Ohs. or dial. Also 6 Sc. duillie, 
8 dooly. [The forms dooly and duillie are clearly, 
and doly probably, from Dole sbf\ a 16th c. 
dolly appears to be a different word : see Downs.] 
Doleful, sorrowful, sad. 

1501 Douglas Pal Hon. 1. 189 Quhidder is become sa 
sone this duillie hant? 1583 Stanyhuust AEneis 11. (Arb.) 
57 This dolye chaunoe gain vs, with blood, with slaghter 
abounding; 1596 Lodge Marg. Amer. 20 The dolie season 
of the yeare, 1721 Bailey, Holy or Dooly , mourning, sad. 

f) Bom 1 (d^m). [In sense 1, a. Pg. dom , a title 
of honour, = Sp. don :—L. domin-its master, ruler, 
chief, owner; see Don sb. 1 , Dam sbA, DanL In 
sense 2 an abbreviation of L. dominus. ] 

1 . In Portugal and Brazil, a title of dignity 
prefixed to the Christian name, used by Royalty, 
Cardinals, Bishops, and gentlemen on whom it has 
been conferred by Royal authority. 

*727-5 x Chambers Cycl. s. v., In Portugal, nobody is 
allowed to assume the title of Dom, which is a badge or 
token of nobility, without the King’s leave. 

2 . As a shortened form of L. dominus, prefixed 
to the names of R. C. ecclesiastical and monastic 
dignitaries, esp. to Benedictine and Carthusian 
monks, whether priests or in minor orders. 

17x6 Davies A then. Brit . 11. 372 The noted French reform’d 
Monk Dom Gerberon. 1727-51 Chambers Cycl., Dom is 
likewise used in France among some orders of religious as 
the Chartreux, Benedictines, etc. We say, the reverend 
father Dom Calmet, Dom Alexis, Dom Balthasar, etc. 1822 
Nares s. v. Dan, The Dom of the Benedictines. 1892 J. 
Wickham Legg in Trans. SI. Pauls Eccl. Soc. III. 74 Mr. 
Edmund Bishop, who, with Dom Aidan Gasquet, is editing 
the Consuetudinary of St. Mary’s Abbey, York. 

8. Dom Pedro ( U.S ) : a game at cards, a varia- 
tion of don (Don 6). 

1887 F. R. Stockton Borrowed Month , etc. 191 ('American) 
Dom Pedro . . a social game of cards which we generally 
played. 

j] Bom 2 (dJm). [mod.Ger. dom cathedral, ad. 
L. domus ( domus Dei) : see Dome* OHG. and 
MHG. had tuom.) A cathedral church. 

x86x Neale Notes Dalmatia ii. 33 A stroll through the 
city showed us.. the so-called Dom.. a building somewhat 
resembling the cathedral at Graz. 1876 Freeman Hist. Sk . , 
Venetian March , As Innsbruck never was a Bishop’s see, 
there is no dom. x888 Times (Weekly Ed.) 22 June 5/1 
The Dom at Berlin. 

So Do'mchurch [tr. Ger. domkirche] —prec. 

1864^ Kingsley Rom. $ Tent. 219 The domchurch and its 
organization grew up , . round the body of a saint or 
martyr. 

Dom, obs. f. Doom, Dumb ; var. f. Doum. 
-dom, suffix. [OE. -dom = OS. -d 6 m, MDu. 
■doem, Du. -dom, OHG., MHG. -tuom, Ger. -turn) 
Abstract suffix of state, which has grown out of an 
independent sb., orig. putting, setting, position, 
statute, OHG. luom, position, condition, dignity, 
in OJE. ddm, statute, judgement, jurisdiction, 
f. stem dS- of Do v. + abstract suffix -moz, OE. -m, 
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as in Jiel-m, sea-m , strea-m, etc. Frequent already 
in OE. as a suffix to sbs. and adjs., as hiscopdSm 
the dignity of a bishop, cyningdom, cynedom, 
royal or kingly dominion, kingdom, ealdordSm the 
position or jurisdiction of an elder or lord ; peow- 
dom , the condition of a Jeow or slave ; frdodSm, 
kdligdom , wisdom the condition or fact of being 
free, holy, or wise. The number of these deriva- 
tives has increased in later times, and -dom is now 
a living suffix, freely employed to form nonce- 
derivatives, not only with the sense of ' condition, 
state, dignity 5 , but also with that of ‘domain, 
realm ’ {Jig). See in their alphabetical places 
alderdom, Anglo- Saxondom, boredom , Christen- 
dom, cuckoldom, dukedom , earldom, freedom, king- 
dom, martyrdom, popedom, sheriffdom, thraldom , 
wisdom , etc. Examples of nonce-words appear in 
the quotations. 

1885 H. Pearson R. Browning 8 Pomona, .to express all 
appledom and peardom. 1882 H. C. Merivale Faucit 
of B. 1. j. iv. 58 Entitled him to all the honours of B.A. dom. 
2887 St. Louis Globe Democrat 2 Feb., A real, live Dakota 
man. .fresh from Blizzardom. x88o New Virginians I. 237 
Meanwhile curdom flourishes. s 839 Pall Mall G. 3 Aug. 
2/2 To test . . the good-sailordom of the spectators. I bid. 
7 Oct. 2/1 Imagine Manchesterdom Protectionist. 1894 
Times 27 Sept. 7/4 Says Mr. Labouchere, ‘ Liberal official- 
dom has wet-blauketted it.’ Ibid 6 June 1 j/3 The ranks of 
old fogeydom. 1894 Benty Dorothy's Double I. 91 A., 
specimen of English squiredom. 1889 Pall Mall G. 26 Dec. 
x/3 The classic pile which .. divides clubland from theatre- 
doin. 1890 Spectator 18 Jan., A pervading atmosphere of 
topsy-turveydom. 

t Bo mable, a. Obs. rare. [ad. late L. domd- 
bil-is tamable, f, domdre to tame : cf. OF. doma- 
ble.\ Tamable. Hence t Domableness. 

1623 Cockeram, Domable, easie to be tamed. 1659 D. 
Pell Impr. Sea 205 As quiet and peaceable in the world as 
domable, or indomable doves are. Ibid. 213 note , It is 
impossible to reduce this feral creature unto that domable- 
ness that young women might play with him. 

Homage, -eable, -eous, obs. ff. Damage, etc. 

t Bo mager. Obs. rare- 1 , [a. OF. pres. inf. 
domager, earner- ier, to damage, used substantively.] 
Damage, injury. 

1502 Ord. Crysten Men (W. de W. 1506) iv. xxi. 269 The 
maner of restytucyon ought to haue conformyte to the 
maner of the domager. 

Domain (doni^'n), sb. Also 5 domayne, 7 
-aine. [a. mod.F. domaine (1611 in Cotgr.), for 
earlier F. domain e, OF. demeine L. dominicum, 
in med.L = ‘proprietas, quod ad dominum spectat 5 , 
subst. use of dominicus of or belonging to a lord, 
of the nature of private property, proper, own. 
See Demesne, which is another form of this word. 

OF. domeine , demeine , did not come down from cl. L. 
dominium lordship, ownership, property, for . that could 
have given only an OF. dome in, demem ; it is supposed 
that cl.L. dominicum passed in Rom. and OF. through the 
stages *domenio, domenie, domeine , demeine : cf. canoni- 
enm , *canonio, canonic, canoine, chanoine. But, in the inter- 
mediate stage, the form of the word naturally suggested its 
identity with cl. L. dominium, which consequently appears, 
beside the original dominicum, as the Latin equivalent in 
mediaeval documents; the latter have also domanium formed 
on the vernacular. The o was in OF, regularly weakened to 
e, demeine, whence late AFr. & Eng. demesne ; in domaine 
the o is restored after L. ; in French, domaine is now (since 
c 1610) used in all senses; but in Eng., demesne has been 
traditionally retained in the legal use, and in senses immedi- 
ately derived from it, though the two forms overlap.] 

f i. = Demesne i. Also attrib. in domain lands. 
Obs. rare. 

CX425 Wyntoun Cron v. x. 386 Octaveus. .)>ai Deputys 
has slayne, And held b® kynryk in domayne. 1630 R. 
Johnson's Kingd. § Commw. 158 The rights of the 
Domaine are these : Rents, Feifs, Payments at alienations. 
Ibid. That is Domaine, which belongeth to the Crowne. 1876 
Digby Real Prop. i. 24 This portion was called terra 
dominica, terrae dominicales , or domain lands. 

2 . Eminent domain : ultimate or supreme lord- 
ship ; tbe superiority or lordship of the sovereign 
power over all the property in the state, in accord- 
ance with which it is entitled to appropriate by 
constitutional methods any part required for the 
public advantage, compensation being given to the 
owner- A term chiefly used in International Law, 
and in the Law of the United States of America. 

[1625 Grotius. De jure B. et P. 1. iii. § 6 Dominium 
eminens, quod civitas habet in cives et res emum, ad usum 
publicum.} X850 Longf. Ladder St. Augustine vi, If we 
would gain In the bright fields of fair renown The right of 
eminent domain, 1894 Harvard Law Rev. VI It. 237 
The name Eminent Domain comes from Grotius, and the 
subject is a prominent one with European writers on public 
law ; but treatises on it do not exist outside of the United 
States. The topic develops here because it is a branch of 
our system of Constitutional Law. The first treatise was 
by H. E. Mills of St. Louis in 1879. (See also Eminent 5.) 

b. Direct domain, domain of use , translation of the 
French law-phrases domaine direct the ownership or right 
of the lord, and domaine wile the right of use on the part 
of a lessee, as used in the law of Lower Canada. 

8. A heritable property ; estate or territory held 
in possession ; lands ; dominions ; - Demesne 3-5. 

x6ox Holland Pliny xm. iii. (R.), These are in the nature 
of a domain and inheritance, and fall to the next heire 
in succession, 1782 Priestley Corrupt. Ckr. II. x. 258 
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Royal domains . . were . . made over to ecclesiastics. 1795 
H. Hunter tr. St. Pierre's Stud . Nat. (17991 III, 636 
There are, in that Country [Russia], proprietors possessed 
of domains as extensive as Provinces. 1871 Freeman 
Norm. Cony. (1876} IV. xvii. 35 She occupied half a hide of 
royal domain. 

b. transf A district or region under rule, con- 
trol, or influence, or contained within certain limits; 
realm ; sphere of activity, influence, or dominion. 

1727-46 Thomson Summer 850 Ocean trembles for his 
green domain. 1823 Lamb Elia Ser. 11, Poor Relation, He 
was lord of his library, and seldom cared for looking out 
beyond his domains. 1852 H. Rogers Ess. I. vii. 407 
For even an infinitude of atoms, infinite worlds in infinite 
space may be found domain enough. 

c. Used by Pinkerton for a subdivision of the 
Mineral ‘ kingdom \ 

x8xx Pinkerton Petrol. I, 132 The intrites and glutenites 
are classed under the several domains to which they belong. 
Ibid. I. Introd. iii-iv. 

4 . Jig. A sphere of thought or action ; field, pro- 
vince, scope of a department of knowledge, etc. 

1764 Goldsm. Trav. 97 Carried to excess in each domain, 
This fav’rite good begets peculiar pain. *799 Mackintosh 
Study Law Nat. Wks. 1846 1 . 381 Contracting, .the domain 
of brutal force and of arbitrary will. 1828 Carlyle Misc. 
(1872) I, Our Poet’s gift in raising it into the domain of Art, 
1864 Bowen Logic x. 343 An actual enlargement of the 
domain of Science. 1866 Argyll Reign Law ii. (ed. 4) 53. 

b. Logic. The breadth, extension, circuit, or 
sphere of a notion. 

c. Math. 4 In the theory of Functions, the 
portion of the z-plane within a circle which just 
does not include a singular point is called the 
domain of its centre 5 (H. T. Gerrans). 

1893 Forsyth The. Functions 55 If the whole of the 
domain of b be not included in that of a. 

Hence fBonaai'ji v. Obs . intr., to dominate. 

1589 Ive Fortif. 36 It must lye wholy open toward the 
towne, that the towne maycommaund, and domaine ouer it. 

Bomainal (dom^mal), a. [f. Domain + al; 
united with the more historical word Domanial by 
the intermediate domainial) «Dom \nial. 

1857 Sir F. Palgrave Norm, tf Eng. II. 551 An antient 
domainal palace. 1862 S. Lucas Secularia 352 The domainal 
jurists of the eighteenth century. 

Bomal (d£ u *mal), a. [ad. med.L. domdl-is (Du 
Canges, f. domus house : see Dome, etc.] 

1 . Astrol. Of or pei taming to a dome or ‘house 5 . 

17x6 Addison Drummer m. i, Mars is now entering his 

first house, and will shortly appear in all his domal digni- 
ties. 18x9 Jas. Wilson Compl, Diet. Astrol Domal 
dignity , when a planet is in its own house. 

2. Of or pertaining to houses ; domestic. 

1728 R. Morris Ess. Anc. Arckit. 3 Templar and Domal 
Architecture. 1884 Health Exhib. Catal. 98/1 Principles of 
sanitation — personal, municipal, domal, etc. 

Domanial (d^m^nial), a. Also 9 domainial. 
[a.F. domanial (16th c. in Hatz-Darm.), ad. med.L. 
domanialis, f. domanium.'] Of, pertaining, or re- 
lating to domain or to a particular domain. 

x8x8 Hallam Mid. Ages ii. n. (1855) I. 208 The domanial 
estates of the crown. Ibid. 221 The extent of his domanial 
territory. 1841 W. Spalding Italy Sr It. Isl. II. no Old 
privileges of the domanial towns, or, as we might call them, 
royal boroughs. *855 M. Bridges Pop. Mod. Hist. 405 
Re-assuming those rich c’omainial estates. x86x Maine 
Anc. Law vii. (1870) 231 That, .transmutation, .substituted 
the feudal form of property for the domainial (or Roman) 
and the allodial (or German). 

Domas, obs. form of Damask. 

Domb(e, obs. ff. Dumb, Doom. 

I! Bomba (d<?-mba). [ad. Cingalese domhe .] A 
large East Indian and Malayan tree, Calophyllum 
Jnophyllum , N. O. Clusiacese, the seeds of which 
yield a thick dark -green strong-scented oil (domba 
oil), used medicinally and for burning. 

1858 Simmonds Diet. Trade. x866 Treas. Bot. 

D< 5 mb 6 c, OE. form of Doombook. 

Domdaniel (d^mdsemiel). [a. F. domdanicl, 

app. f. Gr. ScDjua Aav irjk, or L. domus Danielis, 
hall or house of Daniel. 

A fictitious name, introduced in the French ‘ Continuation 
of the Arabian Nights’ by Dom Chaves and M. Cazotte 
1788-93, whence adopted by Southey in Tkalaba, and so by 
Carlyle. It is not clear whether ‘ Daniel ’ is intended to 
refer to the Hebrew prophet, or to ‘a great Grecian sage' 
of that name who appears in the tale of ‘ the Queen and the 
Serpents’ in the Arabian Nights) : ' . 

A fabled submarine hall where a magician or 
sorcerer met with his disciples : placed by Cazotte 
4 under the sea near Tunis 5 , by Southey 4 under the 
roots of the ocean 5 ; used by Carlyle in the sense 
of 4 infernal cave 5 , 4 den of iniquity 5 . 

x8ox Southey Tkalaba xn. xxiv, The Domdaniel rock’d 
Through all its thundering vaults. 1809 Byron Eng. Bards 
213 Next see tremendous Thalaba come on . . Domdaniel s 
dread destroyer. 1845 Carlyle Cromwell (1871) I. 4* Spain 
was as a black Domdaniel. Ibid. 64 A grisly Law Pluto . , 
kind of Infernal King, Chief Enchanter. . in the Domdaniel 
of Attorneys. Ibid. IV. 138 Hurled , . into the great Dqm- 
daniel of Spanish Iniquity in the far West. x 883 Edinb. 
Rev. Oct. 408 At ease not in Zion only but in Domdaniel. 

Bbme (dd u m), sb. Also 7 dosme, 8 doom. 
[In sense 1, app. directly ad. L. dom-us house, 
home ; in other senses, a. F. dome (1 5-1 6th c. ; 
sometimes dosme, whence mod.F. ddme), ad. It. 
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duomo house, house of God, * chiefe Ghurch or 
Cathedrall Church in a citie ’ (Florio), high cupola, 
dome (as a distinguishing feature of Italian 
cathedrals) :-L. do??iu-s house.] 

I. A house, a home ; a stately building, a man- 
sion. Now only as a poetical or dignified appel- 
lation. 

1513 Douglas Mneis xm. Prol. 93 Onto my dome [= in my 
dwelling], I saw 30U neuir ayr. 1553 T. Wilson Rhet. 
(1580) 166 Dated at my Dome, or rather Mansion place in 
Lincoineshire. 1636 Blount Glossogr., Dome .. a Town- 
House, Guild-Hall, a State-House, Meeting-house in a city, 
from that of Florence, which is so called. *724 Swift 
Riddles vii. 51 Sad charnel-house 1 a dismal dome, For 
which all mortals leave their home. 1770 Langhorne 
Plutarch (1879) I.' 74/a They built temples . . and other 
sacred domes. 1808 Scott Marm . vi. Introd. 121 Gladly as 
he we seek the dome, And as reluctant turn ms home. 

1812 Byron Ch. Har. n. vi, Ambition’s airy hall, 
The dome of thought, the palace of the Soul. 1818 Shellry 
Rev. Islam 11. xliii, Hoary crime would come Behind, and 
fraud rebuild religion’s tottering dome, 
f 2. A cathedral church ; = Dom 2 . Obs , 
x6gi tr. Emillianne's Jonm. Naples 71 The Ceremony 
. .Celebrated. -at the Dome (so they call the Cathedral 
Churches in Italy). 1704 Addison Italy (176 6) 46 Pope 
Lucius, who lies buried in the dome. 1707 Lond. Gaz. No. 
4382/3 There was a Jew Christen’d last Sunday in the 
Dome of this City [Berlin]. 1753 Hanway Trav. II. 1. hi. 

15 There is also the dome, which is a cathedral church. 

3. A rounded vault forming the roof of a building 
or chief part of it, and having a circular, elliptical, 
or polygonal base ; a cupola. 

1656 Blount Glossogr., Dome . . a flat round Loover, or 
open roof to a Steeple, Banqueting-house, &c. Somewhat 
resembling the bell of a great Watch. 1660 F. Brooke tr. 

Le Blanc's Trav. 1 14 The Kings Palace .. was built square, 
with a Dosme. X712 Lond, Gaz. No. 5058/2 The Dome of 
the Cathedral was illuminated. 1756-7 tr. Key tier's Trav. 
(1760) II. 31 1 The roof of the Pantheon is a round doom, 
without pillars or windows. 1812 x6 J. Smith Panorama 
Sc. $ Art II. 66 The whispering gallery in the dome of St. 
Paul’s Cathedral, London. 1879 Sir G. Scott Led . A rekit. 

II. 229, I defined a dome as the covering of a circular space 
produced by the revolution of an arch round its central 
vertical axis. 

b. The hemispherical roof of an astronomical 
observatory, made to revolve and open so as to direct 
the telescope towards any part of the heavens. 

1865 Chambers' Encycl. VII, 30/2 Since the year 1852, a 
time-ball has been dropped on the dome of the Observatory 
. .at precisely one o’clock. 

4 . Iransf. The vaulted roof of a cavern or natural 
hollow ; the concave vault of the sky ; a vaulted 
canopy ; a canopy of trees, etc. ; a bee-hive. 

1727 Swift Gulliver in. iii, Whence the astronomers 
descend into a large dome . . called . . the astronomer’s cave. 
* 73°-46 Thomson Autumn 1182 The tender race, By 
thousands, tumble from their honeyed domes. X790-X8XX 
Combe Devil on 2 Sticks in Eng. (1817) VI, 59 In a ; . bed, 
with a dome to it. 1797 Mrs. Radcliffe Italian ii, The 
whole dome of the sky had an appearance of transparency. 
1830 Tennyson Recoil. Arab. Nts. 41 I mbower’d vaults of 
pillar’d palm, .the dome Of hollow boughs, i860 Tyndall 
Glac. 1. ii. 18 Some bubbles, .had lifted the coating here and 
there into Htde rounded domes. ! 

b. The convex rounded summit of a mountain, 1 
a wave, etc. In U.S., frequently entering into the 
names of rounded mountain peaks. 

[1788 Sir W. Jones Tartars v, Wks. 1799 I. 52 A 
stupendous edifice, the beams and pillars of which are many 
ranges of lofty hills, and the dome, one prodigious mountain,] 
1851 Longf. Gold. Leg. v. A t Sea, The billows, .upon their 
flowing dome . . poise her, 1856 Stanley Sinai $ Pal. x. 
(1858) 366 Taborwith its rounded dome. 1882 Worcester 
Exhib. Catal iii. 58 Velvets ./studded' with polished 
domes. 1890 M. Townsend U.S. 138 Carter Dome, New 
Hampshire; The Dome, State of New York. 

5 . Technical senses. 

a. Manuf. The cover of a reverberatory furnace, etc. 

1706 Phillips (ed. Kersey), Dome, .among chymists, a 

kind of arched Cover for a Reverberatory Furnace. 1823 
Specif. Johnson's Patent No. 4747. 2 The . . uppermost 
vessel, .must have a close dome or cover applied to it. 1854 
Ronalds & Richardson Chem. Techno! fed. 2) I. 127 The 
dome ought to be made as flat as possible consistent with 
durability, in order to reflect the heat down upon the coal. 

b. Cryst. (See quot.) 

1863-72 Watts Did. Chem. II, 1 Dome, a term used to 
designate a trimetric, monoclinic, or triclinic prism, whose 
faces and edges are parallel to one of the secondary axes. 
X895 Story-Maskelyne Crystallogr. § 326 The term dome 
is employed not in contradistinction to the term prism or 
prismatid, but, like the latter term, conventionally and 
merely to distinguish these forms from one another. 

C. In Locomotive Engines, the raised conical part of the 
boiler, forming a steam-chamber, the steam-dome (Weale 
Did. Te-nns, 1849-50). In Railway Carriages, the raised 
roof, forming a space for ventilation and light (Knight 
Did. Mech., 1874). 

1841 Penny Cycl. XIX. 259/2 The steam-dome and similar 
parts are double. 

d. Watchmaking. The back part of the inner case of 
a watch to which sometimes the works are attached. 

1884 F. J. Britten Watch $ Clockm. 88 Used for attaching 
a watch movement to a dome case. 

6. attrib . and Comb . , as dome-case , - cover , -face, 
•form, -head. - span , - spire , - theatre , -top, - vaulting ; 
dome-like, - shaped adjs. 

1797 College 6 Science trailed her pall Through the dome- 
theatre and spacious hall. 1809 A. Henry Trav. 128 Its 
[the beaver’s] house has an arched dome-like roof. 1819 
Pantologia s.v. Dome, Dome- vaulting, .is lighter than any 
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that can cover the same area. *832 G. R. Porter Porcelain 
<$* G! 60 The dome-shaped roof. 1849750 Weale Did. 
Terms , Dome Cover , in locomotive engines, the brass or 
copper cover which encloses the dome, to prevent the 
radiation of heat. 1863-72 Watts Did. Chem. II. 147 When 
trimetric crystals are bounded only by prismatic and dome- 
faces, 1895 Story-Maskelyne Crystallogr. § 328 Dome- 
forms with the general symbol (ok/). 

Hence Do*meless a., not having a dome. 

1870 Athenaeum 20 Aug. 232/3 In that domeless Dom- 
kirehe of Cologne. 

Borne, v. [f. prec. sb.] 

1 . trans. To cover with or as with a dome. 

1876 Whitney Sights Ins. xxv. 248 An enlarged 
chamber, almost domed in by the deep scooped over- 
leaning wall. x 83 s Tennyson Early Spring i, [He] domes 
the red-plow’d hills With loving blue. 1894 Baring- 
Gould Deserts S. France II. xix, 88 To the Romans there 
was no necessity for doming over quadrangular spaces. 

2 . To make dome-shaped. 

1879 Cassells Techn . Educ. IV. 299/x And brings down 
upon them a polished globular punch, which domes them 
up. 1894 Mrs. H. Ward Marcella I. 293 The roof had 
been raised and domed. 

3 . inir. To rise or swell as a dome. 

1887 Argosy Jan. 32 The cathedral towered, or rather 
domed, above the ramparts. 1894 Doyle S. Holmes 261 
His forehead domes out in a white curve. 

Dome, obs. form of Doom, Doum. 

Domed (d <? u md) , a. [f. Dome sb. or v. + -ed.] 

1 . Dome-shaped, made dome-like ; vaulted, 

1775 in Lett. 1 st Earl Malmesbury (1870) I. 287 The 
ceiling is domed, and beautifully painted. 1871 Darwin 
Desc. Man II. xv. 164 They build a domed nest, which is a 
great anomaly in so large a bird. 1872 C. King Mountain. 
Sierra Nev. vii. 137 These domed mountains. 1879 Blackw. 
Mag. Aug. 152 The dark Nubians.. have domed foreheads. 

2 . Roofed with or possessing a dome or domes. 

1855 Browning Love among Ruins ii. The domed and 
daring palace. 1863 Geo. Ei.iot Romola 11, vi, He. .looked 
down on the domed and towered city. 1879 Sir G. Scott 
Led . Archil. II. 7 The introduction into France of the 
domed architecture by a colony of Greeks. 

Domel, variant of Demble. 

Bomelet (d<? u mlet). [f. Dome sb. + -let.] A 
miniature dome. 

1883 R. F. Burton & Cameron Gold Coast for Gold!, i. 
rg The Estrella, whose dome and domelets, built to mimic 
St. Peter’s, look only like hen and chickens. 1892 Athenaeum 
2 July 38/2 A very low dome, or domelet. 

Boment (dz 7 *ment). dial, and vulgar, [f. Do 
v. + -ment.] A performance, ‘to-do* ; see Do sbX 
1828 Craven Dialect, Dooment, deed, action, contest. 
1831 Lincoln Herald 15 July 4/3 At the great Do, or 
Doment.. m honor of the Whig Ministry. 1889 N. W. 
Line. Gloss, s.v., Ther’U be a fine doment when yung — 
cunts at aage. Thaay kicked up no end on a doment. 

t Domes-booke. Obs. = Domesday Book. 

x6io Holland Camden's Brit. 1. 234 In Edward the 
Confessors time (as we read in Domes-booke of England) it 
paied tribute. 

Domesday (ddu’mzd.?, du'mzde). [f. dSmes 
genitive of d 6 m Doom + Day.] A Middle English 
spelling of Doomsday, day of judgement, now com- 
monly used as a historical term, in the following: 

j Domesday Book, colloquially Domesday : the 
name applied, from the 12th c., to the record 
of the Great Inquisition or Survey of the lands of 
England, their extent, value, ownership, and liabi- 
lities, made by order of William the Conqueror in 
1086. Extended to abstracts based upon that 
record, such as the Exon Domesday. 

[The name appears to have been derived directly from 
Domesday the Day of the Last Judgement, and Domesday 
Book the Book by which all men would be judged. It 
originated as a popular appellation (see Dial, de Scaccf), 
given to the Book as being a final and conclusive authority 
on all matters on which it had to be referred to.] 
xi 7 8 Dial, de Scaccario 1. xvi, Hie. liber ab itxdigenis 
Domesdei nuncupatur, id est, dies judicii per metaphoram : 
sicut enim distrxeti et terribilis examinis illius novissimi 
sententia nulla tergiversationis arte valet eludi : sic . . sen- 
tentiaejus [libri] infatuari non potest vel impune declinari. 
Ob hoc nos eundem librum judiciarium nominavimus. 1485 
Nottingham Rec. II. 350 Libro de Domesday. <*i49x 
J. Ross Hist. Reg. Angl. (1716) 109 .Redacta est dicta 
descriptio in unum volumen . . N omen libri est Domesday. 
1494 Fabyan Ckron. vi. cxcvii. 202 An olde boke sometyme 
in y 9 Guyldehall of London named Domys daye. 1570-6 
Lambarde Peramb. Kent (1826) 104 The booke of the 
generall survey of the Realme, which William the Con- 
querour caused to bee made . . and to be called Domesday, 
bicause (as Mathew Parise saith) it spared no man, but 
iudged all men indifferently, as the Lord in that great 
day will do. 1591 — A rdieion (1635) 24 The Record of 
which Survey was then called Doomes-day Book. 16x4 
Selden Titles Hon , 232 In that which we now call 
Domesday, made and collected under William I. 1656 
Blount Glossogr., Dooins-day-book, .vfhzre.\n all the ancient 
Demean Lands in this Nation are registred; It is so 
called, because upon any difference, the parties received 
their doom. 1701 De Foe True-born Eng. 13 Doomsday 
Book his Tyranny records. 1767 Blackstone Comm. II. 
49 The compiling of the great survey called domesday-book. 

1856 Emerson Eng. Traits, Truth Wks. (Bohn) II. 52 Down 
goes the flying word on the tablets, and is indelible as 
Doomsday Book. 1876 Freeman Norm. Conq. V. 476 
Domesday still sets before us a most minute scale of classes. 

b. Transferred to other like documents of 
standard authority, such as the Domesday of St. 
PauVs, the record of a survey of the capitular 
: estates in 1181 ; also fig. and allusively. 
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17^2 Young Nt. Th. tr. 271 All-rapacious Usurers conceal 
Their Doomsday-book from all-consuming heirs. *749 
Fielding Tom Jones ix. i, The vast authentic doomsday- 
book of nature. 1862-5 Stanley Jew. Ch. xii. 259 Which 
has made the latter half of the Book of Joshua . . the 
Domesday Book of the Conquest of Palestine. 1865 Navy 
Docky. Expense Acc. {Blue Book r. 465) Previous to the 
year 1858-59/the 'expense accounts of ships and services 
were transmitted annually from the _ Dockyards to the 
Surveyor of the Navy, .for recording in the/ Abstracts of 
Progress' or ‘Doomsday Book’ the expenditure incurred 
on account of each ship. 1869 Freeman Norm , Conq. (1875) 
III, 300 A Domesday of the conquerors was, .drawn up in 
the ducal hall at Lillebonne, a forerunner of the great 
Domesday of the conquered. 

Domestic (d<?me'stik), a. and sb. Also 6-7 
-ique, ick(e. [ad. L. domestic-us , f. domus house : 
see Dome. In early form and use, immediately 
through F. domestique (14th c. in Hatz.-Darm.).] 

A. adj. 

+ 1 . Having the character or position of the in- 
mate of a house ; housed. 7 'o be domestic with 
(of) : to be of the household of, at home with. Obs. 

1521 Bradshaw's St. Werburge 2nd Ballad to Author 21 
(1887) 201 Preserue his soule, and make hym domestique 
Within the heuyns. 1632 Lithgow Trav. n. 67, I being 
domestick with him the selfe same time. Ibid, viil 358 
[He] had turned Turke . . With whom I found Domesticke, 
some fifteehe circumsised English Runagates. x68x Colvil 
Whigs Supplir. (1695) 27 Mercury, .hath no dwelling of his 
own, But is Domestic of the Sun. 

T b. Intimate, familiar, * at home \ Obs. 

_ a 1612 Donne Bt aQavaros (1644) 42 The knowledge therof 
is so domestique, so neare, so inward to us, that our con- 
science cannot slumber in it, nor dissemble it. 1647 
Clarendon Hist. Reb, u. § 83 He . . was . . domestick with 
all, and not suspected by either of the . . factions.^ 1748 
Chestkrf. Lett. (1792) II. clxiv. xoo Domestic in the 
best company and the best families. 1750 Ibid. (1774) III. 
152 An English minister shall have resided seven years at a 
court, .without being intimate or domestic in any one house. 

2 . Of or belonging to the home, house, or house- 
hold; pertaining to ones place of residence or 
family affairs ; household, home, { family 

x6xx Shaks. Cymb. in. 1. 65 Caesar, that hath moe Kings 
his Seruants, then Thy selfe Domesticke Officers. 1632 
Lithgow Trav. iv. 363 Domesticke pastimes, as Chesse, 
Cards, Dice, and Tables. 1664 Power Exp. Philos. 1. it 
Of Domestick Spiders there are two sorts. x68x Temple 
Memoirs m. Wks, 1731 I. 345, I was resolv’d to pass the 
rest of my Life in my own Domestick, without troubling 
my self further about any publick Affairs. 1764 Goldsm. 
Trav . 434 Domestic joy. 1830 D'Israeli Chas. I, III, vi, 
xio Charles .. loved the privacy of domestic life. 1840 
Dickens Barti. Rudge vii, Her single domestic servant, 
f b. fig. Belonging to what concerns oneself. 
1707 Norris Treat. Humility vii. 315 Domestic ignorance, 
the ignorance of our selves, and of what passes within our 
own breast. 

3 . Of or pertaining to one’s own country or 
nation; not foreign, internal, inland, ‘home*. 

1545 Joye Exp. Dan. vii. (R.), Lo here maye ye see this 
beast to be no stranger, .he sitteth in the temple of God, he 
is therefore a domestyc enimye. 1549 Compl. Scot. Prol. 
x6, I hef vsit domestic scottis langage, maist intelligibil for 
the vlgare pepil. 1665 Manley Groiius' Low-C. Warres 
859 That the contentions growing among Priests should be 
decided by Domestique Judges, and not at Rome. 1719 
W. Wood Surv. 'Trade 7 A great Part of our Domestick 
Trade depends upon our Foreign Commerce, 1849 M aca ulay 
Hist. Eng. II. 265 The whole domestic and foreign policy 
of the English government. 

b. Indigenous ; made at home or in the country 
itself ; native, home-grown, home-made. 

1660 Sh arrock Vegetables 42 [It] makes the like impression 
upon its domestique plants. 1713 Berkeley Guardian 
No. 49 p 8 They [glasses] are domestic, and cheaper than 
foreign toys. 1835 Ure Philos. Manuf. 77 Domestic 
woollens and flannels. 

4 . Of animals : Living under the care of man, in 
or near his habitations ; tame, not wild. 

1620 V enner Via Recta iii. 65 Domesticke or tame Ducks. 
1632 J. Hayward tr . Biotidi’ s Eromena 181 No small delight 
. . to see so timorous a creature growne so domesticke. 1856 
Mrs. Browning Aur. Leigh 1. 635 Tamed and grown 
domestic like a barn-door fowl. 1859 Darwin Orig. Spec. i. 
(1873) 14 The origin of most of our domestic animals will 
probably for ever remain vague. 

fb. Of men: Having settled abodes; not 
nomad or wild. Obs. 

1632 Lithgow Trav. vi. 291 Moores, Jews, domesticke 
Arabians. 

5 . Attached to home; devoted to home life or 
duties ; domesticated. 

1658 Davenant Play-House to be Let iv. Dram. Wks. 
1873 IV. 85 Kings, who move Within a lowly sphere of 
private love, Are too domestic for a throne. 1751 Johnson 
Rambler No. 153 p 5 To me, whom he found studious and 
domestick. 1837 J. H. Newman Par.Serm. (ed. 2) III. xx. 
329 It is praiseworthy and right to be domestic. 

B. sb. 

f 1 . A member of a household ; one who dwells 
in the same house with another; an inmate; a 
member of the family (including children and rela- 
tives). (lit. and fig.) Obs. 

1539 Tonstall Serm. Palm Sund. (1823) 56 Nowe ye be 
not guestes and strangers, but ye be citisens and domestikes 
of almyghty god. 1656 Finett For. Ambass . 62 From that 
time he had his accesses.. to his Majesties presence as 
a Domestique without Ceremony, a 17x6 South Serm. II. 
xliii. (R.), A servant dwells..as a kind of foreigner under 
the same roof; a domestick, and yet a stranger too. *737 
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Whiston Josephus*^ A ntiq. xvr. vii. § 4 Often did lie lament 
the wickedness of his domestics. 

2 . A household servant or attendant 
16x3 Shaks. Hm. VIII,\i. iv. 1 14 Where Powres are your 
Retainers, and your words (Domestickes to you) seme your 
will. 1627 Lisander <$* Cal. vi. 103 Besides the domestics 
lie sent for some of his tenants. 1711 Addison Sped. 
No. 106 TP- 2 His Dornesticks are all in Years, and grown 
qld with their Master. 1845 Stephen Comm. Laws Eng. 
(1874) II. 228 At a month’s notice like a common domestic, 
1848 Maurice Lords Prayer 11861) 66 The relationship 
between the master of a household and his domestics. . 

. f b. Ad omest i e animal. Obs. rare. 

17x9 De Foe Crusoe i. viii, My Pol . . began now to be a 
mere domestic., 174a J. Hildrop Misc. Wks. (1754) I. 215 
Continue, therefore, your wonted Care ..for your innocent 
Domestics. Ibid. 160. 

+ 3 . An inhabitant of the same country ; a native, 
fellow-countryman. Obs. 

1612-15 Bp. Hall Contempt., N. T. n. vi. Good Centurion , 
If he were a foreigner for birth, yet he was a d omestic in heart. 
167S Phil. Trans. X. 254 Supplies, .afforded me both by our 
eminent Dornesticks within his Majesties Dominions : and 
also by Forrainers. 1682 Bunyan Holy IVar 313 Notable 
service against the Dornesticks. 

+ b. An indigenous plant. Obs. 

1672 Grew Anat. Plants, Idea Philos. Hist. § 8 All 
Exoticks, .may probably be reduced to some such Do- 
mesticks, unto which they may bear the best Resemblance. 

4 . pi. Articles of home produce or manufacture ; 
esp.y in U.S., home-made cotton cloths, bleached or 
unbleached, for common use. 

: -i6z2 Malynes Am, Law. Merck. 2 When mankind was 
propagated into an infinite number, and the domestiques 
or neere hand commodities were not sufficient for their 
sustenance in some countries, and in other countries were 
ouer aboundant. 1846 Worcester, Domestic . . a sort of 
American cotton cloth._ 1864 R. A. Arnold Cotton Fant. 26 
That large class of fabrics known in the trade as 4 domestics *, 
of which shirting and sheeting form a large part. 

5 . * A carriage for general use 9 (Simmonds Diet , 
Trade 1858). 

Hence Borne -sticism, devotion to home life; 
Borne -sticaess, domesticity. 

1643 W. Greenhill Axe at Root A iij b, It’s domestick- 
nes of spirit. 1784 R. Bage Barham Downs II. 344 Our 
happy domesticxsm has undergone no change, 1879 Farrar 
St 1 . Paul I. 509 The ignorant domesticism which was the 
only recognised virtue of her sex. 

Domesticable, a. [f. med.L. domeslicd-re 
to Domesticate + -ble,] Capable of being dome- 
sticated or tamed. 

'x8o6 W. Taylor in Ann. Rev. IV. 35 The elephant and 
the hippopotamus . . both appear domesticable. X883 F. 

G alton Inq. Hum. Faculty 245 All domesticable animals 
of any note have long fallen under the yoke of man. 

t Domestical (dmne’stikal), a. and sb, Obs, 
or arch. [£ L. domestic- us Domestic + -al. 
(Much used id i6-i7th c.)] 

A. adj. 1 . = Domestic a. 2. 

X4S9 Sir J. Fastolf Will in Past on Lett. I. 457 My right 
trusty chapeleyn and servaunt domysticall. 1594 Hooker 
Eccl. Pol. 111. vi. In their domesticall celebration of the 
passeouer. 1664 Evelyn Sylva (1776) 226 Domestical 
utensils, as baskets, bags. 1737 Whiston Josephus* Hist. 

I. xx ii. § 1 Raising him up domestical troubles. 1856 Emer- 
son Eng. Traits, Relig. Wks. (Bohn) II. 96 A massive 
system, .at once domestical and stately. • 

' b. «• Domestic a. 2 l>. 

1386 Bright Melanch. xii. 62 Inward and domesticall, in 
til at it proceedeth from a natural power. 1605 TimmE 
Quersit. i. ii; 48 The domesticall enemies which are within 
mans body. • 

2 . = Domestic a, 3, 3 b. 

153X Elyot Gov. ii. vi. (1883) 60 We lacke nat of this 
vertue domisticall examples, I meane of our owne Tcynges of 
Englande. 1570-6 Lambarde Peramb . Kent (1826) 313 The 
domesticall and foreigne affaires of the Realme. x6xo 
©uil1im>' Heraldry .- 1 in..- ix* ■ Cc6fi0) 149 Some [Plants] are 
forrein, and some Domesticall. 1655 Fuller Ch. Hist, vii. 
i. § 2i- Domestical dissentions of his own Subjects. 

3 . - Domesttc a. 4. 

- 1562 Bulleyn Bk. Simples (1579) 77 Domesticall or yard 
follies, 1634 T. Johnson Parey's Chirurg.n. (1678)44 The 
Camel is a very domestical and gentle Beast. 1677 Hale 
Prim. Orig. Man. 11. ix. 208 Animals.. that are domestical, 
and not for food, as Cats and Dogs. , 

; b. Of plants: Cultivated, not wild. 

1578 Lyte Dodoens iv. xviii. 473’ The Domesticall, or 
husbandly beanes, do growe in feeldes and gardens. Ibid. 
xxu. 479 The domestical or tame Ciches. 

, 4 . Familiar, homely. 

1563 WinJet Agst. Haereseis 1. xxviii. Wks. 1890 II. 60 
Gif we sal begin to mixt . .vneouth and strange thingis with 
domestical materis. 1578 Banister Hist. Man iv. 52 In our 
domesticall phrase. 1637 Heywood Dial. iv. Wks. 1874 
VI. 156 O Jupiter. .That art domesticall and hospitable. 

' , B, sb, A member of the household ; a household 
servant ; = Domestic sb. 1, 2. I 

r 1540 tr. Pol. Verg, Eng. Hist . (Camden) I. no Hee 
tooke deliberation of his domesticalls and geuerallie all his 
princes. X582 N. T. (Rhem.) Epk. ii. 19 You are citizens of 
tihe sainctes, and the domesticals of God. 1639 T. Bruges 
tr. Camus' pl&r. Relat. 228 This youth was one of Fursees 
domesticals. 1 

Hence BomesticaTity. domestic quality. 

. 1819 W, Taylor in Monthly Rev. LXXXVIII.' 225 His 
very reflections have a domesticality of character. 

Dome*stic&lly, adv. [f. Domestical t a. 4 
-ly In a domestic manner ; in,; or in reference 
to, the house, home, or family; with regard to 
domestic or home affairs ; familiarly. j 
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| 1576 Newton Lemnie's Complex. (1633) 80 To change 

I that order of life, which by long use and domestically hee 
| hath frequented. 0-1667 Cowley Verses $ Ess,, Agric . 

! (1669) 104 Augustus had desir’d Mecasnas to persuade him 
[Horace] to come and live domestically^ and at the same 
Table with him. S79x-x823 D’ Israeli Cur. Lit., Introd, 

! Tea, Coffee , etc., Probably, tea was not in general use 
domestically so late as in 1687, 1792 Burke Corr. IV. 21 
All is well with us, and so far as concerns us, directly and 
domestically. 2885 Westmld. Gass. 2 Jan. 8/2 Gratified to 
see the Queen's youngest daughter settled domestically. 

t Bome'Stxcant, a. Obs. rare- 1 . [ad. L. 
domestiednt-em, pr. pple. of domestiedre : see next.] 
Making its home ; dwelling, residing. 

2642 Sir E. Dering Sp. Relig. 71 The power . . was vir- 
tually residing and domesticant in the plurality of his 
Assessors. 

Domesticate (cDme'stik^t), v. [f. ppl. stem 
of med.L. domestiedre to dwell in a house, to 
accustom (Du Cange), f. domestic-us Domestic: 
ef. F. domestiquer (15th c. in Hatz.- Darin.).] 

1 . trans. To make, or settle as, a member of a 
household; to cause to be at home; to naturalize. 

a 1639 [see Domesticated], a 1773 Chesterf. (Mason), 
Domesticate yourself there, while you stay at Naples. x86z 
Goulburn Educ. World in Replies Ess. # Rev. 9 It domesti- 
cated many of them in different parts of the heathen world. 
1878 Gladstone Prim. Homer vii. 97 An element in the 
Greek nation originally foreign, but now domesticated. 

b. transf. and Jig. To make to be or to feel * at 
home 9 ; to familiarize. 

1841-4 Emerson Ess., Art Wks. (Bohn) I. 150, I now 
require this of all pictures, that they domesticate me, not 
that they dazzle me. 1874 Sayce Compar. PMlol. v. X79 
The mental faculties of one people are domesticated, as it 
were, into the ways of thought of another. 

2 . To make domestic ; to attach to home and its 
duties. 

X748 Richardson Clarissa Wks. 1883 VIII. 437 A circum- 
stance which generally lowers the spirit of the ladies, and 
domesticates them, x 863 Miss Power Arab. Days 4 N. 
130 [They] easily become domesticated (as lady-companions 
and housekeepers now describe themselves in advertise- 
ments to be). 1895 Westm. Gas. 25 July 2/3^ The efforts 
which are being made to domesticate the teaching. 

3 . To accustom (an animal) to live under the 
care and near the habitations of man ; to tame or 
bring under control ; transf. to civilize. 

1641 Earl Monm. tr. Biondi’s Hist. Civ. IVarres i, iv-v. 
145 Ireland/where the wisedome and valour of the Duke of 
Yorke had domesticated a savage people. 1805 Luccock 
Nat. Wool 29 The first flock, which is minutely described .. 
was perfectly domesticated. 1859 Darwin Orig. Spec. i. (1873) 
14 There is hardly a tribe so barbarous, as not to have 
domesticated at least the dog. 

f 4 . intr. (for ref.) To live familiarly or at 
home (with ) ; to take up one's abode. Obs. 

1767 H. Brooke Fool of Qual. (1859) I. 305, I would 
Hither . . see her married to some honest and tender-hearted 
man, whose love might induce him to domesticate with her. 
1796 Coleridge ( title of poem ) To a young friend, on his 
proposing to domesticate with the author. 1812 Shelley 
in, Dowden Life (1887) I. 230, I shall try to domesticate in 
some antique feudal castle. 

Domesticated* ppl. a. [f. prec. + -ed L] 
Made domestic or familiar ; tamed, naturalized. 

<2x639 Wotton in Reliq. Wotton. 366 (T.) Being now 
familiarized and domesticated evils. 1802 Palky Nat. 
Theoh xvi. (1827) 497/x The sheep in the domesticated st:ate. 
1838 Dickens Mem. Grimaldi 11, He had always been a 
domesticated man, delighting, .in the society of his relations 
and friends. 1863 Lyell Antiq. Man 14 There are ..no 
signs of any domesticated animals except the dog. 

Domestication (dtfme-'Stik^-Jbn). [n. of ac- 
tion from Domesticate: see -ation : so in F,] 
The action of domesticating, or the condition of 
being domesticated. 

1774 Kames Sk. Hist. Man II. 13 (Jod.) The same 
discipline obtains even after domestication. 1845 Darwin 
Voy. Nat. viii. (1879) 150 Animals that readily enter into 
domestication. x866 Geo. Eliot F. Holt III. xliv. 192 
Her domestication with this family. 

Dome sticative, a. rare. [i. ppl. stem of 
med .L, domestiedre + -ive.] T ending to dom esti- 
cate, productive of domestication. 

In recent Diets. 

Domesticator. [agent-n. in L. form from 
med.L. domestiedre to Domesticate.] One who 
domesticates ; a tamer. 

1872 Ragehot Physics # Pol. (1876) 51 Man. .was obliged 
to be his own domesticator. 1894-5 Q. Rev. Current Hist * 
IV. 700 The domesticator of animals. 

Domesticity (d^«mesti - sati). [f. Domestic a. 
+ -ity : cf. F. domesticity (1690 in Hatz.-Darm.).] 
1 . The quality or state of being domestic, do- 
mestic character ; home or family life ; devotion to 
home ; homeliness. 

1721 Bailey, Domesticity, the being a servant. 1726 
Ayliffe Parergon (L.), Great familiarity is included under 
the notion of friendship and domesticity, as living together 
in the same house, and the like. 1827 Southey Lett. 11856) 
IV.' 49 You would Infer.. that there is more domesticity, .in 
Holland, than in any other country. 1874 L. Stephen 
Hours in Librdry (*893^ II. iii. 74 A masculine woman, 
with no talent for domesticity. 

b. The quality of being a domestic animal. 

1830 Lyell Princ. Geol (1875) II. 111. xxxvi. 314 Domesr 
ticity eliminates the tendency. , 1842 Prichard Nat. Hist. 
Man 37 The most marked sign of domesticity in our 
European goats. - 


2 . //. Domestic affairs or arrangements. 

X824 C, J. Mathews in Four C. Eng, Lett. 550 Since you 
are determined to.be made acquainted with our domesticities. 
1843 J. Martineau Chr. Life (x8 67) 165 That shelters itself 
amid the domesticities of life. . 

Domesticize (dume-stisaiz), v. [f. Domestic 
+ -izk.] trans. = Domesticate. 

1656 Earl Monm. Advt.fr. P amass. 63 Fair treatment 
doth domestichize even savage beasts. 1834 Southey 
Doctor I. xxix. 286 That most pleasant, salutiferous, and 
domesticising beverage [tea]. 1890 Univ. Rev. Jan. 13 If 
. . electric power as a motive force admit of being domesti- 
cized, and so bring back the system of cottage labour, 

t Dome*sticly, adv. Obs. [f. Domestic a. + 
-LY a .] = Domestically. 

1632 Lithgow Trav. viii. 350 Sent backe to the Governour 
with whom I was domestickly reserved. 1755 Chesterf. 
World No. 151 She is... so domesticly tame. 

Domett (dp* met), [perh. from a proper name.] 

A kind of textile fabric : see quots ; 

1835 Booth Anal. Diet, Eng, 182 A kind of plain cloth, 
of which the warp is cotton and the weft woollen, is called 
Domett, or Cotton-flannel. 1882 Beck Draper's Diet., 
Domett, a loosely- woven description of flannel, with cotton 
warp and woollen weft, generally employed for .shrouds, and 
sometimes in the place of wadding by dressmakers. 

DomeyMte (dtfm<? 5 *kait\ Min. [Named 1845, 
after Domeyko, a Chilian chemist and mineralo- 
gist.] A native arsenide of copper of a greyish 
or tin-white metallic appearance. 

1850 Dana Min. 513 Arseniuret of copper, .corresponds 
with domeykite. 

Domic \d£ u *mik), a. [f. Dome sb. + -10. ] *= 
next. 

1823 P. Nicholson Pract. Build. 153 Large roofs, con- 
structed of a domic form. 

Domical (dJ u *mikal), a, [f. Dome (or its ety- 
mon) -f -30 + -AL.] 

1 . Of, pertaining to, or like a dome ; vaulted. 

1846 Worcester cites Loudon. . 1849 Freeman Archil, 1. 1. 

i. 39 The curved shape, .from which the domical appearance 
results. 1856 Ruskin Mod. Paint. IV. v. App, ii. The ap ; - 
arently domical form of the sky. 1871 — Fors Clav. vi. 
une 12 A white blouse, .and a domical felt hat. 

2 . Characterized by domes or dome-like structure. 

Domical church, one of which the characteristic feature 

is a dome or series of domes. 

i86x Sat. Rev. XL 580/1 The wonderful domical cathedral 
of Perigueux. 1879 Sir G. Scott Led . Archil. I. 76 In the 
celebrated domical churches of Perigord and Angoumois. 

Hence Do’mically adv., in the maimer or form 
of a dome. In recent Diets. 

+ DomieeTlary, a. Obs. rare. [f. med.L. domi- 
cellaris, - cilldris (Du Cange).] = Domioiliab. 

1727-51 Chambers Cycl. s.v. Canon, Domicellary Canons 
were young Canons, who, not being in oi-ders, had no right 
in any particular chapters. 

f Domicelle. Obs. rare. [ad. med.L. domicella, 
also donmicella , dim. of domina ; see Damsel.] 
A young lady, a damsel. 

1460 Capgrave Chron. (1858) 263 Sche broute oute of 
Frauns xii. chares ful of ladies and domicelles. 
Domicile (dp*misil, -soil), sb. Also 6-7 -cill(e, 
7-9 -oil. [a. F. domicile (14th c. in Hatz.- 
Darm.), ad. L. domicili-um habitation, dwelling, 
deriv. of domus house.] 

1 . A place of residence or ordinary habitation ; 
a dwelling-place, abode ; a house or home. Also 
transf. the dwelling-place of an animal, andj^*. 

c 1477 Caxton Jason 36 Thalyaunce of my frende and of 
my domycille. 1549 Compl. Scot. Epist. 7 Fureous mars, 
that hes violently ocupeit the domicillis of tranquil pace. 
1599 A. M. tr. Gabelhouefs Bk. Pkysicke 55 Take ..the 
whytest snayles, with their domicills. 1605, Bacon Adv. 
Learn. 11. iii. § 4 That part of learning which answereth 
to one of the cells, domiciles, or offices of the understanding; 
which is that of the memory. 1794 Sir VV. Jones Ord. 
Menu vi. 43 Let him have no culinary fire, no domicil. 
1847 Lewes Hist. Philos. (1867) I. 188 That a Tub could 
suffice for a domicile we may guess from Aristophanes. 1871. 
R. Ellis Catullus lxiii. 53 To be with the snows, the wild 
beasts, in a wintery domicile. < 

2 . Law. The place where one has his home or 
permanent residence, to which, if absent, he has the 
intention of returning. 

1766-80 Ld. Mansfield in Burrows Settlement Cases 
No. 134. 421 fjod.) The master's place of abode, his domicil,; 
can never be supposed to be at Scarborough. x86x W. 
Bell Diet Law Scot. s.v. , Where a company has a domicile 
in more than one country, the proceedings in bankruptcy in 
any one of the domiciles of the company comprehend the 
Whole personal estate of the entire concern. 1875 Poste 
Gains in. (ed. 2) 336 Domicil is the place which a man has 
voluntarily chosen for his permanent residence, fig . 1855 
Milman Lat. Chr. (1864) IX. xiv.‘v. 200 [The] first domicile 
[of the new Italian language] was the court of Frederick II. 
b. The fact of being resident ; residence. 

1835 Tomlins* Law Did. (ed. Granger) s.v. (L.), The resi*» 
dence of a party for forty days constitutes a domicile as to 
jurisdiction in Scotland. 1862 Lond. Rev. 30 Aug. 180 The 
American domicile does not take away the power which the 
State to which the foreigner belongs possesses of interfering 
for his protection. 1863 Lyell Antiq. Man 2 A place not 
only of domicile, but of sepulture. 

3 . Comm. The place at which a bill of exchange 
is made payable. 

1892 J. Adam Comm. Corr. 26 The bank or other place 
where a bill is made payable.. is called the domicile of the; 
bill, which is said to be domiciled there. 
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. Domicile (see prec.), v, ff. prec. sb.] 

I .tram. To establish in a domicile or fixed 
residence; to settle in a home. 

1809 Tomlins Law Diet. sv. Domicile, The county in 
which he was domiciled at the time of his death. 1822 J. 
Jekyll Let. 31 Dec. in Corr. (1894) 132 The Hollands were 
domiciled in Burlington Street. 1862 Lond. Rev. 30 Aug. 
180 Aliens who are domiciled in America without having 
become citizens in the fullest sense, 
b. transf. andjtfg*. 

a 1849 J. C. Mangan Poems (1859) 3^7 Souls wherein dull 
Time Could domicile decay or house Decrepitude. 1874 
Mahaffy Soc. Life Greece ix. 278 Medicine had been long 
domiciled at Athens. 

2. Comm. To make (a bill of exchange, etc.) 
payable at a certain place. 

1809 R. Langford Introd. Trade 18 He should write on it 
with his acceptance, the address where it will be honoured; 
such bills are termed domiciled. 1882 Bithell Counting, 
ko. Diet, s.v., All the Brazilian loans are said to be domi- 
ciled at Messrs. N. M. Rothschild & Sons. 

3. intr. (for refl.). To have one’s home, dwell. 

1831 Fraser’s Mag. V. 2 She domiciles far down in pebbled 

well. 1834 M edwin Angler in Wales I. 166 God forbid 
that the white ants should ever domicile here. 

Hence Domiciled ppl. a., Domiciling 1 vbl.sb. ; 
also Domicilement, the act of domiciling or fact 
of being domiciled. 

1855 MiLmAN Ldt. CJtr. (1864) IX. xiv. vii, 228 Each was 
a domiciled stranger. 1858 Simmonds Diet. Trade, Domi- 
ciled Bill, a bill not made payable at the residence or place 
of business of the acceptor, but directed for payment by the 
acceptor at the time of his acceptance. ■ 1885 Clodd Myths 
$ Dr. 1. iv. 71 Alter the domiciling of the stories. "1888 
Charity Organis. Rev. Apr. 141 Laws of Aethelstan on the 
domicilement of lordless men. 

+ Bomicrliar, a. and sb. Ohs. rare. [f. L. 
type *domiciliar-is (see next and -ar).] 

A. adj. Of or pertaining to one’s domicile. 

1655 tr. De Parc's Franciotc viii. 27 To be brought before 
my Iudge natural, and domiciliar, as in an Action purely 
personal. 

B. sb. Short for domiciliar canon, a canon of a 
minor order having no voice in a chapter, [cf. 
med.L. domicilldris canonicus , junior canonicuscui 
necdum est jus Capituli ’ (Du Cange).] 

2761 Sterne Tr. Shandy IV. i, The dean of Strasburg, 
the prebendaries, the capitulars and domiciliars. .all wished 
they had followed the nuns of Saint Ursula's example. 

Domiciliary (dpmisrliari), a. (sb.) [ad. L. 
type *domici!ia n- us, f. domicilium : cf. corresp. F. 
domiciliai re ( 1 6 th . c.) . ] 

1. Pertaining to, relating to, or connected with a 
domicile or residence. 

Domiciliary visit, a visit to a private dwelling, by official 
persons, in order to search or inspect it. 

1790 Hkl. M. Williams Lett. France (1795) I. vii. 174 
(Jod.) Those domiciliary visits, which were so often repeated. 
1797 W. Taylor in Monthly Rev. XXIV. 495 Domiciliary 
visits were attempted by the police. 2849 Macaulay Hist. 
Eng. I. iii. 287 The tax . . could be levied only by means of 
domiciliary visits. 1885 Upool Merc. 14 Aug. 5/3 To revolu- 
tionise the social and domiciliary condition of the labourers. 

2. Z 00 L Of or pertaining to the general integu- 
ment or structure occupied in common by infusoria 
or other animals of low organization. 

In recent Diets. 

B. sb. One belongingto a domicile ; a domestic. 
1845 Stocqueler Handbk. Brit IndialiBsd) 166 The two 
wings . . are allotted to the residence of professors, pupils, 
and domiciliaries. 

Domiciliate (d^misi*li,<?’t), v. [f. L. domi- 
cili-um , proh. after F. domicilier : cf. -ate 3 6 .] 

1 . tram. To establish in a domicile, home, or 
place of residence ; to domicile. Alsoj^. 

1778 Burke Corr. (1844) II. 244 The very good-natured .. 
letter . . in a manner, domiciliated me already under the 
friendly roof you invited me to. 1808 Wellington in Gurw. 
Desp. IV. 130 Subjects of France . . domiciliated in Portugal. 
1854 De Quincey A utobiog. Sk. Wks. II. 190 His purpose 
was to domiciliate himself in this beautiful scenery, 
b. intr. (for rejl. ) 

2815 J. Wii.son in Four C. Eng. Lett. 466 We domiciliated 
with many [folks in the Highlands], 1823 Lamb Lett. 
(1888) IL 81 Just as I had learned to domiciliate there, 
I must come back to find a home which is no home. 

2. trans. —Domicile v. 2 . 

1879 Escott England I. 200 A foreign country in need of 
a loan always tries to domiciliate it in London. 

1 3. To accustom to a house or permanent dwell- 
ing-place ; to domesticate (animals'. Ohs. rare. 
1782 Pownall Study of A ntiq. 61 (T.) The propagation 
. .of the domiciliated animals. 1816 Keatinge Trav. (1817) 
I* 76. Who had domiciliated the birds of the air. Ibid. 339 
A primitive domiciliated people dwelling in hamlets. 

Hence Domici liated ppl. a. 

1782 [see sense 3I. 1819 J as. Wilson Cornpl , Diet. Astral,,. 
Domiciliated, a planet is so called when in its house. 1849 
Grote Greece u. Ixi. 1 1862) V. 310 Now began that incessant 
marauding. of domiciliated enemies. 

Do:micilia*tion. [f. prec. vb. : see -ATT ON'.] 
1. The action of domiciliating, or condition of 
being domiciliated ; settlement in a home. 

1816 Keatinge Trav. (1817) II. 162 As the Loire is ap- 
proached, domiciliation thickens' over the country. 185* 
Tail's Mag. XVIII. 634 During my domiciliation among 
them, I was received, .as one of the family. 1839 Mozley 
Ess., Indian Conversion (1878) II. 348 This domiciliation of 
modern science and the useful aits in India. 


1 2. = Domestication. Ohs. rare. - : 

177S Romans Hist. Florida 174 If instead of wantonly 
destroying this excellent beast [buffalo] . . we were to en- 
deavour its domiciliation. 

Domiculture (dfrmikzfltiui). rare. [f. L. 
dom-us house, after agriculture .] ‘That which 

relates to household affairs; the art of house- 
keeping, cookery, etc.; domestic economy \ 
i860 Worcester cites R. Park. 
t Do*mify, n. Astrol. Ohs. [a. F. domifier 
(1558 in Hatz.-Darm.), ad. med.L. domifiedre to 
build houses ( 13 th c. in Du Cange), f. domus 
house : see -ft.] trans. To divide (the heavens) 
into twelve equal parts or ‘houses’ by means of 
great circles; to locate (the planets) in their re- 
spective ‘ houses’. Hence Do miffing vbl.sb. and 
ppl, a.; also Domiflca*tion [so in Fr.]. 

£•1430 Lydg. Bockas (1554) 222, I can., in the starres 
search out no difference By domifying, nor calculation. 1509 
Hawes Past. Pleas. 40 Of the vi. pianettes he knewe so 
perfytly The operacions, how they were domified. 1603 
Florio Montaigne it. xii. (1632) 315 Jugling tricks, en- 
chantments .. prognostications, dommeations. 1690 Ley- 
bourn Curs. Math, 390 Akabitius would have Ahe xii 
Houses of Heaven to be divided by Domifying Circles, or 
Circles of Position drawn from the Poles of the World 
through every 30th deg. of the Equator. 1727-51 Chambers 
Cycl.\ Domifying, Doz/tif cation. 

II Domina (domina). [L. ; = mistress, lady.] 
t X. A lady of rank (see quot.) Ohs. 

1706 Phillips ted- Kersey V Domina, Dame, Lady, a Title 
formerly given to those honourable Women that held a 
Barony in their own Right of Inheritance. 

2. The superior of a nunnery. 

1751 T. Gordon Another Cordial for Low Spirits II. 15 
[St. Agatha] was the Domina of a Nunnery. 1819 T. Hope 
Anastasias I. iv. 83 (Stanf.) The very domina who had 
excited the oracular dignity of one of the party. 

Dominance (d^minansL [f. Dominant a. : 
see -ance. Cf. OF. dominance ( 15 th c. in Godef.).] 
The fact or position of being dominant ; para- 
mount influence, ascendancy, dominion, sway. 

1819 G. S. Faber Dispensations (1823)1. 89 That, .period, 
which the^ bishop would allot to the dominance of mere 
natural religion. 1881 J. Paget in Nature No. 614. 327 The 
dominance of doctrine has promoted the habit of inference, 
and repressed that of careful observation and induction. 
Do'minancy. [fi as prec. : see -ancy.] Do- 
minant quality, position, or condition. 

1841 G. S. Faber Provinc. Lett. '(1844) I. 82 Before the 
Roman [empire! came upon the stage of dominancy. 1847 
Tails Mag. X IV.230 Exercising the dominancy ofa superior 
will and intellect over his inferiors. 

Dominant (dominant), a. and sb. fa. F. do- 
minant ( 13 th- r 4 th c. in Hatz.-Darm.), f. L. domin- 
ant-em, pr. pple. of dominari to Dominate.] 

1. Exercising chief authority or rule; ruling, 
governing, commanding ; most influential.. 

£1532 Dewes Introd. Fr. in Palsgr. 1073 The qualytes 
principall domynant in the same. 1652 Gaule M agastrom. 
243 Few Jive who, when they are born, have Satnrne 
dominant in their horoscope. 1680 Wood Lifef Oxf. Hist. 
Soc.) II. 497 An odde feaverish sickness dominant in the 
Universitie. a 1796 Reid (Mason) There are different orders 
of monads. .the higher orders Leibnitz calls dominant; such 
is the human soul. 1813 Southey in Q. Rev. X. 102 The 
dominant party persecuted both in duty and in .self-defence. 
1871 Darwin Desc, Man I. ii. 60 Dominant languages and 
dialects., lead to the gradual extinction of other tongues. 

2. Occupying a commanding position,. 

1854 J. S. C, Abbott Napoleon (1855) I. xxxvi. 561 To 
take possession of the dominant points of the globe, i860 
Tyndall Glac. 1. xi. 81 We were dominant over all other 
mountains. 1871 — Fragm. Sc. (1879^ T vi. 205 Lying in . . 
a bay, sheltered by dominant hills. 1891 Nature 23 July 
267 Dominant trees, with their head welt above the others. 
8 . Rom. Law. Dominant land \ tenement ; ‘ the 
tenement or subject in favour of which a servi- 
tude exists or is constituted * (Bell Diet. Law 
Scot.). 

1754 Erskinf. Princ. Sc. Law (1809) 225 If the rent be 
payable in meal, flour, or malt, the grain of which these 
are made must be manufactured in the dominant mill. 1871 
Markby Elem. Law § 371 Adopting the language of the. 
Roman Law, English lawyers call the land to which the 
easement is attached the dominant land, and the land over 
which it is exercised the servient land 1875 Postk Gains 
Ii. (ed. 2) 166 Right of way for beast and man ..over the. 
servient tenement to the dominant tenement. 

4. Mus. fattrib. use of B. 1 b.] Belonging or 
relating to the dominant or fifth of the key; having 
the dominant for its root, as dominant chord , 
dominant seventh , etc. 

1819 Paniologia s.v., The dominant or sensible chord is 
that which is practised upon the dominant of the tone. 
1875 Ouseley Harmony ii. 16. 1880 Stainer Composition 
§ 26 The third of the minor scale is commonly treated as a 
dominant discord. 1880 C. H, H. Parry in Grove Diet. 
Mus. I. 674 The modern Dominant Harmonic Cadence . . 
defines the key absolutely. , 

5. Math. Dominant branch of a tree, one con- 
taining half or more of all the knots of a * tree 

B. sb. 

1. Mus. f a. In the ecclesiastical modes; ‘The 
predominating sound in each mode, the note on 
which the recitation is made in, each Psalm or 
Canticle tone’ (Helmore in .Grove Diet. Mus.) ; 


usually a Tiffch above the ‘ final’ in the authentic 
modes, and a third above it in the plagai. Obs. _ 
1823 Crabb Technol. Diet. s.v. 1880 T. Helmore, in 
Grove put. Mus. I. 626. To the 4 Authentic, St. Gregory 
added 4 * Plagai’’ . . modes . . The Dominants of the new 
scales are in each case a third below those of the old ones, 
G being however substituted for Bjj in the Hypo-mixo- 
lydian. 

b. In modern Music : The fifth note of the scale 
of any key ; which is of special importance in rela- 
tion to the harmonies of that key. (Also fig.) 

2819 [see 4 above]. 1855 Browning Toccata of Galuppi s 
viii, Hark — the dominant’s persistence till it must be 
answered to 1 1861 Dora Greenwell Poems 133, I would 
find My soul’s true Dominant. 1867 Macfarren // armony 
i. 24. 

2. Math, \ see quot. 

1881 Sylvester in Educat. Times XXXIV. 100 The 
dominant of a set of numbers meaning the greatest one of 
them without respect to sign. 

Hence Bo'minantly adv. f in a dominating way ; 
so as to dominate or sway, 

1868 Contemp. Rev. VII. 155 A vital factor which has 
dominantly entered into .. national life. 1869 Ibid. XL 
447 The dominantly Jewish character of the population. 

Dominate (d^min^t), V. [f. L. dominat- ppl. 
stem of dominari to bear rule, govern, lord it, f.’ 
domin-us lord, master ; cf. F„ dominerl\ 

1. trans . To bear rule over, control, sway; to 
have a commanding influence on ; to master. 

2611 Florio, Dominare , to rule, to dominate, to sway. 
1613 Shekley Trav. Persia 55 Hee that, .can dominate 
his passions. 1775 tr. Sp. Sonu. in Twiss' T rav, App. (T.) 
He was. .dominated by his step-mother. 2859 Thackeray 
Virgin, v, Her power over him was gone. He had. domi- 
nated her. 1870 Huxley Lay Serm. iii. (1878) 50 The 
Germans dpminate the intellectual world. 

2. intr. To bear sway, exercise control ; to pre-: 
dominate, prevail ; to lord over. 

1818 in Todd. 1837 Carlyle Fr. Rev. III. vi. i, Re- 
publicanism dominates without and within. 1837-9 Hallam. 
Hist. fit. m. ii. (L. >, The system of Aristotle . . still domi- 
nated in the Universities. 1869 Farrar Earn. Speech iii. 
(1873) 86 This > , was. .dominated over by a small aristocracy 
of Aryan warriors. 

b. Rom. Law. Gf. Dominant a. 3 . 

1832 Austin Jurispr. (1879) II. 1. 845 The parcel of land,’ 
the owner or occupier whereof hath the right of servitude is 
said to dominate over the land from the owner or occupies 
whereof the corresponding duty is owned. 

3. trans. To ‘ command ’ as a height ; also fig. 

2833 L. Ritchie Wand, by Loire xxP K colossal rock 

which dominates the whole town. 1878 Bosw. Smith 
Carthage 420 This hill, .dominates the plain, the harbours 
and the isthmus behind it. 1878 Browning Poets Croisic 
77 From where, high-throned, they dominate the scene. 

b. intr. To occupy a commanding position 
(over). 

1816 Keatinge Trav. (1817) I. 100 It Is indeed the comh 
manding ground of Madrid, .but it does not dominate over 
the town, i860 Tyndall Glac. n. viii. 267 The moraine 
rises upon its ridge of ice, and dominates, .over the surface 
of the glacier. ; 

Hence Dominated, Do*mmating ppl. adds. 
i6ix Speed Hist, Gt. Brit. ix. xx. (1632) 972 A Lady, 
bred vp in a dominating Family. 1700 Dryden Cock <$■ Foot 
161,' I.. thus conclude my theme, The dominating humour 
makes the dream. 2885 Aihenxum 5 Dec. 725/1 The domi- 
nating influences of a particular period. 1891 Nature 23 
July 267 A portion of the dominated trees being removed. 

Domination (ci^min^-Jan). [a. F. domination, 
(12th c.), f. L. domindtidn-em , n. of action f. domi- 
nant to Dominate.] 

i. The action of dominating; the exercise of 
ruling power; lordly rule, sway, or control; 
ascendancy, f b. A lordship or sovereignty (obs.). 

c 1386 Chaucer Pard, ProL T. 232 In whom hat drynke 
hath dominacion, He kan no con sell kepe. 1483 Caxton 
Cato Aviij b. The kynges and prynces haue. domynacions 
and lordshippes. 1490 — Eneydos i. 13 Pryam was subdued 
and putte vnder the sharpe domynacyon of the grekes., 
1585 T. Washington tr. Nicholay's Voy. 11. ix. 43 Gave 
unto him • . the Lordship and domination over thys yle. 2654 
tr. S cutlery's Curia Pol. 86 The people found themselves 
happy under his domination. 1880 G. I>uff in 19th Cent. 
No. 38. 666 To keep up the horrible Turkish domination in 
Armenia. :■ ' i 

t c. Predominance, prevalence. Obs. 

1526 Pilgr. Perf. (W. de W. 1531) 3 A myxture of syltier 
and golde .. wherin y ft syluer hath dominacion. 2563 W. 
Fulke Meteors ( 1640) 63 Upon the mixtion of these colours, 
or chiefe domination of them, all things have their colour.- 
f 2 . The territory under rule ; a dominion. Obs r 
p 2440 Capgrave Life St. Hath. iv. 265 In what parti he 
dwelled of his domynacyon. 15315 Acta 7 Hen. VJII,c.a 6 . 
§ 1 His subiectes, of his saide dominacion of Wales. 2654 tr, 
Scudery’s Curia Pol. 68 The Romans advanced not their 
names, nor inlarged their Dominations but by 1 Conquests. ’ 
3. pi. The fourth of 1 the nine orders of angels in 
the Dionysian hierarchy; a conventional repre- 
sentation of these in art. Cf. Dominion 4, and see 
note s.v. Cherub. 

[2388 Wyclif Eph. i, 21 Ech principat, and potestat, and 
vertu, and domynacioun [so Tindale, Geneva , Rhem.\\ 
1398TREVISA Barth. DeP.R. n . xii. ' 1495) 38 The fourth ordre 
is Domynacyones. 1500-20 Dunbar Poems x. 9 Archangellis^ 
angellis, and.dompnationis, 'Tronis, .potestatis, and rnarteiri^ 
seir. 2667 Milton P. L. v. 6or Hear all ye Angels . * 
Thrones, Dominations, Princedoms,, Vert ues. Powers. 2847 
La, Lindsay Ckr. Art I. 134 A ‘throne’, for instance, is 
seated on a .throne ; a ‘ domination ’ .holds the balance. 


BOMINATIVE. 

Bominative (<V*min<?tiv), a. [ad. med.L. do- 
mzndtw-usy F. dominatij -ive (Oresme, 14th c.) ; 
see Dominate and -ive.] 

1 . Having the quality of ruling or dominating; 
of lordly authority. 

1599 Sandys Europse ^ Spec . (1632) 57 The Princes in 
Majestie and soveraigntie of power; the Nobilitie in wise- 
dome and dominative vertue . , are respectable and honour- 
able. 1659 Stanley Hist. Philos, xm. 11701) 613 Domestic 
Prudence being either conjugal and paternal, or dominative 
and possessory. 1868 Contemp. Rev. IX. 77 The public 
feeling, .ought to be dominative, determining the tone, and 
thus assuring acceptance for the individual 

t fc, Dominative argument , transl. Gr. nvpitbcov 
x 6 yos, a kind of logical fallac)\ Obs. 

1656 Stanley Hist, Philos . iv, (1701) 148 Diodorus inter- 
rogated by the Dominative Argument. 
t 2 . Of predominant weight or importance. Obs . 

1639 Fuller Holy War Vf, v. (1840) 183 They approach 
. .to us in more weighty and dominative points. 1655 — 
Ch. Hist. ii. vi. § 42 An Induction of the dominative Contro- 
versies, wherein we differ from the Church of Rome, 
Bomiaator (d^mintfhsib Also 5-7 -our. [a. 
F. dominateur (1 '3th- 14th c..), ad. L. domindtor-em , 
agent-n. f. dominari to Dominate.] One who 
rules or dominates ; a ruler, lord. Also of things. 

c 1430 Mirour Salnacionn 1000 O lorde of erth domina- 
toure. 1588 Shake. L. L. L. i. i. 221 Sole dominator of 
Nauar. 1678 Cudworth Intett. Syst. 1. iv. 344 The Arca- 
dians worship their God Pan . , [as] Lord or Dominator over 
all material substance. 1733 State Russia I. 259 Emperor 
and Dominator of all the Russias, 1817 Byron Manfred 
]. i, The elements, whereof We are the dominators. 

t b. Astro L A planet or sign supposed to domi- 
nate a particular person or region. Obs. 

1388 Shaks. Tit. A. 11. Hi, 31 Madame, Though Venus 
gouerne your desires, Saturne is Dominator ouer mine. 
1653 Gaule Magastrom. 4 Jupiter. .Lord of the ascendant, 
and great dominator. 

Bominatory (d/rminatnri), a. rare. [f. ppl. 
stem of L. dominari -ory.] = Dominative i. 

1816 Keatinge Trav. (181:7) I. 303 A dominatory process. 

II Bomina*trix. Obs. [Lat. ; fem. of domino - 
tor.] A female dominator ; mistress, lady, 

1561 Eden Arte Nauig. 1. xix, 20 b, Rome, .dominatrix of 
nations. 

+ Bomitie (d^'minz), sb. Obs. [vocative case of 
L. domin-us lord, master.] 

1 . Lord, master: used in respectful address to 
the clergy or members of lear ned professions. 

[c 900 tr. B&da's Hist, m. xix. (1891} 2x4 Min domne 
bwaet is j>Is f^r.) 1566 Gascoigne m. ii, Doinine Doctor. 

Ibid. in. iv. 1609 B. Jonson Sil. Worn. v. i, Tis no 
presumption, domine doctor. ^ 1616 Beaum. & Ft. Scorn/. 
Lady 11. i, Adieu, dear Domine ! 1640 Brome Antipodes 
iv. x, [To his chaplain] You Domine where are you ? 1673 
Wycherley Country Wife iv. iii, No, good Domine doctor, 
I deceive you, it seems, and others too'. 

2 . A clergyman or parson ; spec. = Dominie 2. 

a 1679 Earl Orrery Guzman iv, Are you the Domine of 
the Parish? 1701 C. Wolley Jrnl. in N. York (i860! 55 
Two other Ministers or Domines as they were called there 
. .one a Lutheran . . the other a Calvinist. 1703 Hickeringill 
Priest-cr. 11. ii. 26 A little Domine or Curate in the towering 
and topping Pulpit, a 1711 Ken Lett. Wks. (1838) 84 
The Dominees are . . too Calvinisticall to be in league with 
those who oppose you. 1893 Critic 12 Mar. 151/2 The 
Dutchman’s endearing title of his pastor is properly spelled 
as the old Dutch documents spelled it . .The 1 doinine ’ was 
the clergyman ; a ‘ dominfe 5 is a school -master. 

lb. A schoolmaster, etc. ; = Dominie i , q.v, 
t Bo 'mine, v. Ohs . Also 5-6 domyne. [a. 
OF. domine-r , ad. L. dominari to Dominate.] 

1 . trans. To rule, govern, control. Dominate. 

1481 Caxton Godfrey 2 Alysaundre . . domyned and had 

to hym obeyssaunt the vnyuersal world. 1309 Hawes Past. 
Pleas, xi. ix, The why ch ryght . . they myght well domyne. 

2 . intr. To rule ; to prevail. 

1470-85 Malory Arthur v. i, That noble empyre whiche 
domyneth vpon the vnyuersal world. 1483 Caxton Gold. 
-Deg, 37/2 He shold domyne over them. 1509 Hawes 
Joyf. Medit. xvi, Our souerayne whiche doth nowe 
domyne 5 . 1814 P. Forbes Def. Minist. Ref, Ch. 6x (Jam.) 
Hee may expell the Pope from Rome, and domine there. 

0 . intr. To predominate, prevail in importance. 
1474 Caxton Chesse 6 His vertues domyne aboue his 

vyces, 

Bomineer ( <tyminl**j),v. Also 6 - 7 -eere, 7 -era, 
-eir(e, -ier(e. [app. a. early mod. Du. dominer-en 
to rale, have domination (1573 in Plantijn), a. F. 
dominer\ see Domine v. 

__ The circumstances under which the Du. word was adopted 
in Eng. do not appear.] 

1 . intr. To rule or govern arbitrarily or despoti- 
cally; to act imperiously; to tyrannize. Now 
usually (coloured by b), To exercise or assert 
authority in an overbearing manner, to lord it. 

, *588 t*«e Domineering ppl a. x], 1591 S r T. Coningsby 

in Camdm Misc. 1 . 62 (Stanf.) They commaund.the countrie, 
and domineer and have their parts in any thing passinge. 
160a 2nd Pt, Return fr . Parnass. in i. (Arb.) 37 Craft and 
cunning do so dominere. 1621 Burton Anat. Mel. 1. ii. iv. 
ii. (1676) 96 Oligarchies, wherein a few rich men domineer. 
1776 Adam Smith W. N. 1. viii. (1869) I. 77 The mercantile 
company which domineers in the East Indies. 1875 W. S. 
Hayward Love agst. World 2 Not . . disposed to domineer 
over his brothers or arrogate to himself a superiority. 1877 
Mrs. Ouphant Makers Flor, xiv. 354 With a certain con- 
scious despotism he rules, nay domineers, over us. 
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fb. To assume lordly airs; to swagger, play 
the master. Obs, 

1607 Topsell Four/. Beasts (1658) 376 In this fashion he 
domineer’d a good time, until at last . . a stranger , . having 
oftentimes seen both Lions and Asses, knew it for an ass in 
a Lion’s skin. 1678 Dryden Kind Kfr. 1. i, He rants and 
domineers. He swaggers and swears. 1719 D’Ukfey Pills 
(1872) IV. 193 When he had the money in his Purse, He 
domineered and vapoured. 1764 Foote Mayor of G. i. Wks. 
2799I. 173 She does now and then hector a little; and . . 
domineers like the devil. 

f 2. To revel, roister, feast riotously. [Du. domi- 
neren to feast luxuriously. — Oudemans.] Ohs. 

159a NasheP. Penilesseie d. 2) 7 b, Hee can neither traffique 
with the Mercers and Tailers as he was wont, nor dominere 
in Tauernes as hee ought. 1396 Shaks. Tam. Shr. m. ii. 226 
Goe to the feast, reuell and domineere.. Be rnadde and 
merry. 1598 B. Jonson Ev.Man in Hum. 11. i, Let him 
spend, and spend, and domineere. 1691 Shadwell Scourers 
iv, We intend to. .roar and drink bloodily, and domineer in 
the house. 

+ 3. To dominate, predominate, prevail. Obs, 

1602 Marston Antonio's Rev. v. i, O hunger, how thou 
dominer’st in my guts ! 1659 B. Harris Par Hal's Iron 
Age 291 Infected places, and where the small pocks 
domineered. 1725 Bradley Pam. Did. s.v. Pallet, To suit 
and mingle our Sallet-Ingredients. .and to adjust them that 
nothing may be suffer’d to domineer. 

4. To tower {.overt above) ; = Dominate 3 b. 

1638 [see Domineering ppl. a. 3]. 1697 Dryden Virg. 

Georg. 1. 229 Darnel domineers, And shoots its head above 
the shining Ears. 1837 W. Irving Copt. Bonneville I. 1x6 
Three lofty mountains.. which domineer as landmarks over 
a vast extent of country. 1848 Dickens JDombey xxiii. 

5. trans. a. To govern imperiously, tyrannize 
over, dominate with absolute sway. 

1764 Gibbon Misc Wks, (1814) V. 477 Supposing him 
domineered by the Metromanie in its utmost force, i860 
Emerson Cotuf Life i. > 1861) 23 All the bloods it shall 
absorb and domineer. 1885 Manch , Exam. 7 Oct, 5/1 The 
people have refused to be domineered by Committees and 
wirepullers. 

b. To tower over, * command’ ; —Dominate 3. 

x3x2 Sir R. Wilson Pr. Diary I. 136 The entrenchments 
. . were domineered within pistol shot. 1843 Lefevre Life 
Trav. Phys. III. m. ii. 98 The cathedral., situated upon 
a rock and domineering the whole town. 

Bomii 2 .ee*r, sb. [f. prec. vb.] A domineering 
manner or air ; imperious swaggering. 

« 1768 Sir W. Wallace ix. in Child Ballads 088 ;,) III. vi. 
268/3 The captain .. Did answer him in domineer. 1887 
Baring-Gould Gai>erocks I. i. 4 There was. .aselfwil! in the 
modeling of the lips, a domineer in the cut of the nose. 

Bo-miuee rer. Now rare. [f. as prec. + -lb, L] 
One who domineers ; a tyrant, despot. 

1641 Sm E. Dering in Rushw . Hist.. Coll, m, (1692) I. 
295 Away then with this Lordly Domineerer, a 1687 H. 
More Death's Vis. iv. (1713) 3 note, That Dendly Domi- 
neerer [Death]. 1866 Alger Solit. Nat. $ Plan 111. 147 
An applauded domineerer of the forum. 

nominee ^ 'ring, vbl sb. [f. as prec. + -jng \] 
The action of the verb Domineer ; imperious rule, 
tyranny ; overbearing demeanour. 

1617 Moryson Itin. in. 288 Women, .taxed with this vn- 
naturall domineering over their Husbands. 1866 Mrs. H. 
Wood St. Martin's Ez>e xxxii, If Charlotte^ did remain 
with them, she should not stand any domineering. 

BomineeTmg, ppl. a.. That domineers. 

1. Killing arbitrarily or imperiously ; tyrannical, 
despotic ; overbearing, insolent. 

1588 Shaks. L. L. L. iii. i. 179 A domineering pedant ore 
the Boy. > 1683 A, D. Art Converse 105 Their unruly and 
domineering humour. 1868 Mii.man St, Paul's xv. 355 
Laud in his haughty and domineering character. 

+ 2. Prevailing, dominant. Obs. 

1621 Burton Anal. Mel, n. iv. 1. ii. (1651) 366 The domi- 
neering and most frequent maladies of it [a place]. 1817 
W. Taylor in Monthly Mag. X.LIV. 325 The religion of the 
Abrahamites became the domineering religion of Persia. 

3. Occupying a commanding position. 

1638 R. Franck North. Mem. (1821) p. ix, Lofty domi- 
neering hills that over top’d the submissive shady dales. 

Hence Dominee ringly adv . ; Dominee ‘ring- 
ness. 

1684 H. More Answer Cj a, He could not, act so domi- 
neeringly. 1840 Blacfcw, Mag. XL VI I. X50 That is the 
obj ection to Charles 1 , as a tragedy . . becau se too d omi- 
neeringly political. 1889 Spectator 16 Nov., A man boiling 
over with energy and domineeringness. 

Bomiuial (dmfnial), a. [f. L. domini-um 
lordship + -al.] Of or pertaining to ownership. 

1727-51 Chambers Cycl. s.v. Offices, Venal offices are sub- 
divided into two kinds ; viz., dominial and casual. — Dorni- 
nial, or offices in fee, are those absolutely torn off, and 
separated from the King’s prerogative, so as not to become 
vacant by death, but passing in the nature of a fee, or 
inheritance. 1876 Westm. Rev. No. 98. 333 Such a right 
was dominial rr ther than marital, and belonged to a man 
not so much as husband but as slave-owner. 

t Bo ‘Mimic, a. and sb. Obs. [See Dominican; 
cf. Sp. dominico Dominican,] = Dominican. 

c 1340 Pilgr. T. 129 in Thynne A nimadv., The dominikis 
hold vp thomas the aquin. 1674 Hickman Quinqnart . 
Hist, ied 2) 69 Reader among the Dominick- Friers. 

Dominical (d^mi-nikal), a. and sb, [ad. med.L. 
dominical -is, in F. dominical (1417 in Hatz.- 
Darra.), f. L. dominic-us of or belonging to a lord 
or master, f. dominus lord,] 

A. adj. I, In ecclesiastical uses. 

1. Of or pertaining to the Lord (Jesus Christ) ; 
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Lord’s. Dominical day : the Lord’s day, Sunday. 
Dominical year 1 the year of our Lord. 

1553 Eden Treat. Newe hid. (Arb.) 30 He came thether 
on the Sundaye called the Dominical day. 1360 Becon 
New Cateck, (1844) 239 It is the dominical supper, that is to 
say, the Lord s. 1582 N. T. (Rhem.) Rev. i. 10, I was in 
spirit on the Dominical day. C1645 Howell Lett. (1688) 
IV. 472 The Dominical Prayer, and the Apostolical Creed. 
1743 Fielding J, Wild 11. viii, After the exercise of the 
dominical day is over. 1884 Brewer Hen. VI U Pref. 7 
Marked with the regnal and dominical year. 

2, Of or pertaining to the Lord’s day or Sunday 
[L. dominica (</z>r)] ; Sunday-. _ 

1623 Cockeram, Dominicall \ belonging to the Lords day. 
1649 Milton Eikon. I Wks. 1738 I. 367 That reverend 
Statute for Dominical Jigs and Maypoles. .deriv’d from the 
example of his Father J ames. 1663 Cowley Cutter Coleman 
St. n. iii, Grave Dominical Postures. _ 1891 Times 9 Apr. 5/5 
Their demand . . for a 36 hours’ dominical rest, that is, rest 
from Saturday at 6 p.m. till Monday at 6 a.m. 

b. Dominical letter: the letter used to denote 
the Sundays in a particular year. 

The seven letters A, B, C, D, E, F, G are used in suc- 
cession to denote the first seven days of the year ijan. 1-7), 
and then in rotation the next seven days, and so on, so that, 
e.g., if the 3rd January be a Sunday, the dominical letter for 
the year is"C. "Leap Year has two Dominical letters, one for 
the days preceding Feb. 29 (or according to some, Feb. 24 ; 
cf. Bissextile), the other for the rest of the year. 

*577 87 Holinshed Hist. Eng. v ii. (R.; In the yeere 
of our Lord 446. . the dominicall letter going by E, the 
prime by 10. 1594 Blundevil Exerc. yn. viii. (ed. 7)660 
When 28 is the number of the S mines Circle, A is alwaies 
the Dominical Letter. 1630 J. Taylor (Water P.) Dog of 
War Wks. n. 229/2 Some like Dominical Letters goe In 
Scarlet from the top to toe. 1868 Chambers' Encycl, III. 
629 If the dominical letter of a common year be G, F will 
be the dominical letter for the next year. 

C. Jig. (from the printing of the dominical letter 
in red, or larger type ; cf. red-letter day.) 

1632 Massinger Emperor East 1. ii, At what times of the 
year He may do a good deed for itself, and that is Writ in 
dominical letters. 1644-7 Cleveland Char. Land. Diurn, 
6 For all Cromwells Nose weares the .Dominicall Letter. 
1651 Randolph, etc. Hey for Honesty iv. iii, Should have 
scratched your face till it had been a dominical one, and as 
full of red letters as any Pond’s Almanac in Christendom. 

II. In legal and other uses. 

+ 3. Belonging to a demesne or domain [med.L. 
dominicum] ; domanial. Obs. 

1540-1 Elyot Image Gov. (1556) 159 He. .craftily enter- 
laced his dominical landes with their servile possessions. 
1640 Somner Antiq. Canterb. 310 Which, .passe by and 
under the name of dominicall or desmeasne-tithes. 

+ 4. Of or pertaining to an absolute lord despotic. 

1644 H. Parker Jus Pop. 37 That Dominicall-power. . is un- 
natural! : the very definition of it leaves the slave utterly 
disinherited of himself and subject to his masters sole ends. 
Ibid., If this condition did justify Dominicall-rule. 

5. Pertaining to a Dominie or schoolmaster; 
pedagogic, no nee* use. 

1882 G. Macdonald Castle W. III. iv. 58 The schoolmaster 
. .knocking down the violator of the dominical sanctity. 

t6. = Dominican, rare. 

1600 E Blount tr. Conestaggio 126 Least he should seerae 
..to follow the advise of the dominicall Fryers.. 

B. sb. [In sense 1 , ad. med.L. dominicale, - alts : 
see Du Gauge.] 

f 1. Eccl. A garment or veil for Sundays ; spec. 
a veil worn by women when receiving the Com- 
munion. Obs. 

1565 Jewel Repl. Harding 73 <R.) Wee decree that 
euery woman when she dooth communicate, haue her domi- 
nical. 1727 51 Chambers Cycl. s.v., Tie Council of Auxerre, 
. . decrees, that women communicate with their dominical 

1 2 . Short for Dominical letter ; see A. 2 b. Obs. 

1588 Shaks. L. L. L. v. ii. 44 Let me not die your debtor, 
My red Dominicall, my golden letter. 1686 Plot St of 
fordsk. 421 ’i'heir Dominicals and week-day Letters. 

t 3. The Lord’s house ; a church. Obs. rare 

1659 Gauden Tears of Ch. 351 Then began Christian 
Churches, Oratories, or Dominicals, to out-shine the Temples 
of the H eathen Gods. 

1 4:. The Lord’s day, Sunday. Obs. 

1628 Jackson Creed ix xxiv. § 3 May we Christians then 
cal) the Friday before Easter the day of our atonement, or 
the dominical next after it, the great Sabbath ? 1673 Oley 
Pref to Jackson's Wks, (1844) I. 27 Matter proper for 
every dominical and festival in the year. 

5. One who observes the Lord’s Day, but does 
not treat it as representing the Sal >bath of the Old 
Testament ; opposed to Sabbatarian. 

*861 Hessey in Guardian 13 Mar. 163/x These Dominicals 
(thus argue the Sabbatarians) . . substitute for a Divine 
foundation of Sunday, one of mere human invention, the 
authority of the Church. 1884 W. F. Crafts S abb. for Man 
(189 1) 629 Those Dominicais who hold the New Testament 
Lord’s Day, but deny the Genesis Sabbath. 

Bominicasx (cbmi’nikan), a. and sb. [ad. 
eccl. L. Dotninicanus , f. Dominions ^ Latin form of 
the name of Domingo de Guzman, also called 
St. Dominic, the founder of an order of preaching 
fiiars : cf. F. dominicain. ] 

A. adj. Of or pertaining to St, Dominic or to 
the order of friars (and nuns) founded by him. 

1680 Waller (title) Narrative of the Feigned Visions., 
of the Dominican Fathers of the Convent of Berne. J7aS"S* 
Chambers Cycl. s.v. Friars , Dominican, or black, or 
preaching friars. 1756 tr. Keysler's Trav . (1760) III. 273 
In the Dominican convent. 1843 S. Austin Ranke's Hist . 
Ref. II. 13 The course taken by the court of Rome (chiefly 
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dominican influence). i%&$ Catholic Diet. 279/t In Ireland 
. .seven convents of Dominican nuns. 

* B. sb. A friar of the order founded by St. 
Dominic : a Black friar. 

<21632 We ever (Mason) The’r rule and habit was much- 
what like that of the Dominicans. 1845 S. Austin 'Ranke's 
Hist. Ref I. 259 The Dominicans, who taught the strictest 
doctrines . . had the right to enforce them by means of fire 
and sword. 

Hence Bomi*nicane:ss, a Dominican nun. 

1857 G. Oliver Coll. Cath. Relig. in Cornwall, etc. 65 
Two or three Dominicanesses of the third Order, 
f Dom*inicide. Obs. rare-*, [ad. late L. 
dominicida , f. L. domin-us master : see -cide.] a. 
One who kills a master, b. Murder of a master. 

1656 Blount Glossogr., Dotninicide, he that kils his Mas- 
ter, 1847 in Craig ; and in mod. Diets. 

Dominie ('dp* mini). Also domine. [The same 
word as Domine, the final pronounced e being 
written -ie, as in vernacular words.] 

1 . A schoolmaster, pedagogue. (Now chiefly Sc.) 

1612 Two Noble K. 1. lit. But will the dainty Domine, 

the Schoolemaster keep touch. 1681 Otway Soldiers Fort. 
m. i. Wks. 1728 I. 372 Why, who am I, good Sir Dominie 
Doddle-pate? 1826 Disraeli Viv. Grey 1. vi, He then 
walked to the door and admitted the barred-out Dominie. 
1829 Scott Guy M. In trod.. Dominie Sampson., a poor, 
modest, humble scholar, who has won his way through the 
classics.. But there is a far more exact prototype of the 
worthy Dominie. 1870 Lowell Study Wind, 129 The 
dominie spirit has become every year more obtrusive and 
intolerant in Mr. C.’s writing. 

b. The (male) keeper of a boarding-house or 
Dame's house for oppidans at Eton. 

1827 J. Evans Excurs. Windsor 352. The oppidans are 
boarded at private houses ; and the title of Domine and 
Dame, the presiding masters and mistresses have im memo- 
rial! y enjoyed. 1865 W. L. C. Etonians viii. 132 Formerly 
these houses were .. kept by ‘Dames’ or ‘Dominies'., 
though now the term ‘Dame’ applies to all without refer- 
ence to sex. 

2 . In Q.S., the title of a pastor of the Dutch 
Reformed Church (more historically spelt Domine 
q.v.) ; whence in New York, New Jersey, etc., ex- 
tended colloquially to ministers or parsons of other 
churches. ^Commonly pronounced, after Dutch, 
d<J u *mini.) 

1824 W. Irving T. Trav. (1840) 439 There are two family 
oracles, one or other of which Dutch housewives consult . . 
the dominie and the doctor. 1839-40 — Wolfert's R. (1855) 
15 An elder might be seen .. apparently listening to the 
dominie. 1887 Hazard Mem . J. L. Diman lit. 43. 
Do mini on (dtnnrnyon). [a. obs. F. dominion 
(in Godef.), ad. L. type *dominibn-em, deriv. of 
do minimum property, ownership, f. domin-us lord.] 

1 . The power or right of governing and con- 
trolling; sovereign authority; lordship, sovereignty; 
rule, sway ; control, influence. 

c 1430 Lydg. Thebes it. (R.) r To haue lordship, or domi- 
nioun, In the bounds of this little toun. 1494 Fabyan 
Citron. 1. vi. 12 She gaue ouer y‘» rule and domymon to hym. 
1634 Sir T. Herbert Trav. 29 These Moguls . . got the 
Dominion of these Countries. 1712 Addison Spect. No. 500 
f 2 Nothing is more- gratifying to the mind of man than 
power or dominion. 1867 Freeman N.C. (1876) I. iv. 215 
Foreign dominion in any shape would soon become hateful. 
fig. 1538 Starkey Englatid 1. ii. 61 Fortune . . hath grete 
domynyon and rule in al vtvvard thyngys. 1582 N. T. 
(Rhem.) Rom. vi. 9 Death shal no more haue dominion 
(Wycl. lordschip, Tindale, etc. power] ouer him. 1751 
Johnson Rambler No. 184 P 7 Exempting them from the 
dominion of chance. 1875 Jowett Plato (ed. 2) III. 179 For 
ages physicians have been under the dominion of pre- 
judices. 

2 . a. The lands or domains of a feudal lord, 
b. The territory owned by or subject to a king or 
ruler, or under a particular government or control. 
Often in//. 

Dominion of Canada (colloq.. ‘ the Dominion'), the title 
under which the former colonial provinces of Upper and 
Lower Canada, etc., in British North America, were united 
into one government in 1867. The Old Dominion , a popular 
name in U. S. for Virginia. 

1512 A ct 4 H e/try VIII, c. to The Domynyons Honours 
Castelles Parkes . . that late were to Edwarde Courteney. 
1548 Hall Citron., Henry VI (an. 141 130 The whole 
dominion of Fraunce, betwene the rivers of Soame and 
Marne. 1605 Shaks. Lear r. i. 180 If. .Thy banisht trunke be 
found in our Dominions, The moment is thy death. 1723 
De Foe Voy. round World (1840) 21 The King of Spain 
had alio wed the king of France’s subjects a free trade in 
his American dominions. 1832 J. P. Kennedy Swallow B. 
(i860) 13, I have really reached the Old Dominion. 1840 
Macaulay Ess., Clive (1887) 529 The wide dominion of the 
Franks was severed into a thousand pieces. 1867 Act 30 
4 * 3* Viet. c. 3. § 3 The Provinces of Canada. Nova Scotia, 
and New Brunswick shall form and be One Dominion 
under the Name of Canada. 

fig. 1654 Whitlock Zootomia 414 The Dominions of 
Pen-men are of far larger extent than those of Sword-men. 
*821 Shelley Prometh. Unb. n. v. 86 Thy spirit lifts its 
pinions In music’s most serene dominions. 

3 . Law. Ownership, property; right of possession. 
[ - dominium in Rom. Law.] 

^ 1651 Hobbes Levtath. 1. xvi. 81 The Right of possession, 
is called Dominion. 1682 Evats Grotins ’ War tf Peace 78 
We must search into the rise or beginning of propriety, 
which Lawyers call Dominion. 1738 Eminent Dominion 
fsee Eminent 5]. 1774 T. Jefferson Antobiog\ Wks. 1859 

1 . 138 Our Saxon ancestors held their lands . . in absolute 
dominion, unenc umbered with an y su perior. 1832 Austin 
Jurispr. (1879) L 50. 1885 Law Times 28 Mar. 386/1 
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Negligent dealing with goods by a bailee, which does not 
amount to the assertion of any dominion over them, 
t b- fig- Bower or light, nonce-use. Obs. 
a 1797 H. Walpole Mem. Geo, II (1847) H. v 'h\ 257 The 
King, during the whole conversation, seemed to leave open 
his dominion of saying or unsaying hereafter. 

4. = Domination 3. (Usually in pi.) 

[1539 Bible (Great) Eph. i. 21 Aboue all rule, and power, 
and might and domynion [Tindale dotninacion]. x6xx 
Bible Col. L 16 All things created.. visible and inuisible, 
whether they be thrones or dominions \y v\g. dominationes, 
LXX KvpLOTrjr-f.}, or principalities, or powers.] 1667 Milton 
P. L, n. 11 Powers and Dominions, Deities of Heav’n. 
<2x7x1 Ken Hymnotheo Poet. Wks. 1721 III. 200 Dominions 
for supream Commands decreed. 

5 . atirib., as Dominion act. Dominion day , in 
the Dominion of Canada, the 1st of July, observed 
as a general holiday in commemoration of the union 
of the provinces, etc., under that name in 1 867. . 

1877 Daily News 3 Nov. 6/6 In violation of the Dominion 
Act regarding the importation of cattle from prohibited 
countries. 1892 W Pike Barrett Ground N. Canada 167 
The loyal Canadians. . were, .celebrating the anniversary of 
Dominion Day, with much rye whisky. ^ 

Hence f Bomruion. v., to exercise dominion, to 
rule; Bominionless a., having no dominion. 

1647 Pol. Ballads 1 1860) I. 35 We shall have . . But few 
folks, and poor, to dominion o’er. 1843 Blackw, Mag. 
LVII. 523 Dominionless over our sympathy. 

II Domi nium. A Latin term of the Roman 
Law, variously rendered lordship, ownership, 
property, demesne, domain, dominion ; but often 
retained in L. form in legal use. 

1823 in Crabb Technol. Diet. x86x W. Bell Diet. Law 
Scot . 300 The interest vested ritr the superior is called the 
dominium directum , or superiority. .The vassal’s interest. . 
is termed the dominium utile , or the property. 

Domino (d^mimri, PI. dominoes, [a. F. 
domino (16th c. in Hatz -Darm.) ‘ a kind of hood, 
or habit for the head, worne by Cannons; (and 
hence) also, a fashion of vaile vsed by some women 
that mourne ’ (Cotgr.): cf. Sp. domino a masque- 
rade garment. 

Du Cange cites domino in L. context, in the sense of a 
covering of the head and shoulders worn by priests in 
winter : * utantur. .caputio vulgariter ung Domino * capu- 
tium seu Domino panni nigri \ Derived in some way From 
L. dominus ; Darmesteter suggests from some L. phrase, 
such as beneaicamus Domino. According to Littre, sense 4 
came from the supposed resemblance of the black back of 
each of the pieces to the masquerade garment.] 

1 . A kind of loose cloak, app, of Venetian origin, 
chiefly worn at masquerades, with a small mask 
covering the upper part of the face, by persons 
not personating a character. 

17x9 Free-Thinker No. 138 f 6 Thersites instead of 
covering Himself with a Domine, dresses .. in the Habit of 
a Running Foot-man. 1730-6 Bailey (folio), Domino, .the 
habit of a Venetian nobleman, very much in use at our 
modern masquerades. 1744 Lady M. W. Montagu Let. to 
W. Montagues Mar., I went in a domino to the ball, a masque 
giving opportunity of talking in a freer manner than [etc.]. 
1770 Mad. D’Arblay Early Diary (1889) 1 . 66 Miss Strange 
had a white satin Domino trimmed with blue. 1841 Lever 
C.O’MalleyiRtldg.) 407 The domino which serves for mere 
concealment, is almost the only dress assumed. 

b. Sometimes applied to the half-mask itself. 

[1837 Syd. Smith Ballot W ks. (Longm.) 778 Why not vote 

in a domino, taking off the vizor to the returning officer only?] 
i860 Emerson Cond. Life, Illusions Wks. (Bohn; II. 442 
The masquerade is at its* height. Nobody drops his domino. 
C. fig' 

1836-9 Dickens Sk. Boz (1850) 266/1 Reserve . . is a bad 
domino which only hides what good, people have about 
’em, without making the bad look better. 1870 Disraeli 
Lotkair Ixxvii, As for Pantheism, it is Atheism in domino* 
1875 Emerson Lett. fi Soc. Aims, Quot. <$• Orig. Wks. 
(Bohn) III. 221 John Wilson— who .. writes better under 
the domino of ‘ Christopher North’. 

2. A person wearing a domino. 

1749 Fielding Tom Jones xm. vii, Jones, .applied to the 
Domino, begging and in treating her to shew him the lady. 
1866 Howells Venet.Lifey iii, Motley company,— dominoes, 
harlequins, pantaloni, illustrissimi and illustrissime. 

3 . a. One of a number of rectangular pieces 
(usually 28) of ivory, bone, or wood, having the 
under side black, and the upper equally divided by 
a cross line into two squares, each either blank 
or marked with pips, so as to present all the possible 
combinations from double blank to double six. 
(Sometimes the pieces have more pips, and are 
more in number accordingly.) b. pi. (rarely sing. ) 
A game played with these pieces, (usually) by 
placing corresponding ends in contact as long as 
this can be done, the player who has the lowest 
number of pips remaining being the winner. 

x8ox Strutt Sports Past. iv. ii. § 18 Domino . . a very 
childish sport, imported from France a few years back. 
1831 Disraeli Vug. Duke. v. 5 . (L. The menservants were 
initiated in the mysteries of dominoes. 1833 Longf. Outre- 
Mer Prose Wks. 1886 I. 119 His favorite game of domino. 
1870 Modern Hoyle 92 One of the players draws a domino, 

c. pi. A game at cards, in which the cards as 
played out are laid in rows or heaps according to 
the suits, those of each suit following in their 
order; the player who first gets rid of all his cards 
is the winner. 

d. interjectionally : (see quots.). * 
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1882 N. $ Q. 25 Mar. 229/2 Probably most Londoners 
have often heard ’bus conductors cry ‘Domino* when 
an omnibus is ‘full in and out \ x8gx Farmer Slang, 
Domino, yea ejaculation of completion : e. g. for sailors and 
soldiers at the last lash of a flogging: also, by implication, 
a knock-down blow, or the last of a series. From the call 
at the end of a game of dominoes. 

5 . A workman’s ticket or ( check * given up on 
entering a factory. 

1884 Leisure Hour Sept. 530/1 Every man is provided 
with a number stamped on a small block of wood called 
a domino. 

6. attrib ., as domino box \ domino pool, a variety 
of the game of dominoes, in which a stake is placed 
in the pool {Mod. Hoyle, 1870, 1 01). 

x8<$9 Lytton Caxions 19 A beautiful large domino-box in 
cut ivory, painted and gilt. 

Hence Bo*miru>e& a , wearing a domino. 
x88$ B. Harte Maruja iii, Groups of dominoed mas- 
queraders. 1891 Blackw. Mag. Jan. 46. 

Domitable (d^mitabl), a. rare. [f. L. do- 
mitdre (see next) 4 -ble.] Tamable. 

X677 Hale Prim. Orig. Man. iv, viii. 369 The other are 
by their very nature more domitable. 1836 Foreign Q, Rev. 
XVII. 166 The carnivorous tribes he finds less domitable. 

t Do-mibate, v. Obs. rate-*, [f. ppl. stem ol 
L. domitdre , freq. of domdre to tame.] 

1623 Cockeram ii, To Tame, mancipate, domitate, 
Bomite (d<? u xnoitV Min. [f. Puy de Dome 
in Auvergne.] A light-grey variety of trachyte. 

1828 Webster cites Phillips. 1835 Penny Cycl. III. 
158/2 The Puys de DOme, formed of a particular kind of 
rock, which has thence been named donate, 1879 Ruti.ky 
Study Rocks xii. 226 The name domite . . has been applied 
to trachytes which contain a high percentage of silica. 
Hence DomLtic a., composed of clomite. 

2858 G. P. Scrope Geol. Centr. France ted. 2) 67 The origin 
of all these domitic hills. x88x Judd Volcanoes v. 126. 

t Domition. Obs. rare—*, [n. of action f. L. 
domdre (domit-um) to tame.] So Bo mituxe. 

1656 Blount Glossogr Domition or Damitnre ( domitura ), 
a taming or breaking. [Bailey has Damalion , domature.\ 
T Bomle, V. Obs. rare. [Etvmol. unknown.] 
intr. c To be dull or cloudy ’ (Stratmann).^ 

1340 Hampole Pr. Const'. 1443 Now es j>e wedir bright 
and shynand, And now waxes it alle domland. 

Bomm, -e, obs. forms of Dumb. 

Dommage, obs. form of Damage. 
fDommagie. Obs. By-form of Damage, 

1536 Aurelio If Isab. (1608) F vj, Nether for feare nor for 
dommagie. Ibid K iij, We do not resave anne dommagie. 
Dommegeable, obs. form of Damageable. 
Dommerer, obs. var. Dummereb. 

Domp(e, obs. var. Damp, Dump. 

Dom Pedro : see Dom I 3. 

Dompnation, obs. form of Domination'. 
Dompne, obs. form of Dom, or Domine. 
a 1336 Anne Boleyn in Wood Lett. Roy. Sp Illnstr. 
Ladies II. 191 One dompne John Eld mer. 

+ Dom.pt, v. Obs. [a. F. dompte-r, in OF. 
danter, donter, later doftilerz—L. domitdre to over- 
come, subdue, tame : a doublet of Daunt.] tram. 
To tame, subdue, reduce to subjection ; — Daujst 
v . ; also intr. (for refi.). 

1480 Caxton Ovid's Met. xx. iii, His evyll herte myght 
not dompte ne make hym leve hys folye. c 1489 — Blan - 
ckardyn li. 196 He dompted and subdewed them. 

Hence Bo mpter, subduer, tamer. 

1673 O. Walker Educ. (1677) 250 Old Age — that great 
dompter and mortifier of our passions. 

Bomy (d^ u *mi), a. [f. Dome sb. + -T.] Having 
a dome or domes ; dome-like. 

1833 Ruskin in Athenaeum 26 Dec. (1891) 857/3 A thing 
: of the domy firmament. 1890 Temple Bar Mag. xi Sept., 
Cool summer palace and domy mosque. 

Dob. (dpn), Also 6 doen, done. [a. Sp. 
don L. domin-um master, lord.] 

1 . A Spanish title, prefixed to a man's Christian 
name. . ^ '■■■■■■/:.■■ ] 

Formerly confined to men of high rank, but now applied 
in courtesy to all of the better classes. 

1523 Wolsey in St. Papers VI. 119 The Archiduke 
Don Ferdinando. x S 68 Grafton Citron . II. 313 Done 
Peter King of Spaine. 1591 Shaks, Two Gent. 1. iii. 39 
Don Alphonso, With other Gentlemen of good esteeme. 
1734 T. Richers Hist. R. Geneal. Spain 92 This prince 
[Pelayus] was the first, to whom was given the Title of D< n, 
which till then, they gave only to saints. x8^8 Prescott 
Ferd. Sp Is. xvi. (Cent ), The title of Don, which had not 
then been degenerated into an appellation of mere courtesy, 
t b. By extension : often humorous. Obs. 

1588 Shaks. L. L. L. ur. i. 182 This signior Junios gyant 
dwarfe, don [Qo. dan] Cupid. 1399 — Much Ado v. ii. 
86 If Don worme (his conscience) find no impediment to 
the contrarie. 1619 Pasquils Palin. (1877)152 Don Constable 
in wrath appeares. ^1659 Cleveland London Lady 17 
Don Mars, the great Ascendant on the Road. 

C. Don Diego, a name for a Spaniard (cf. Diego); 
hence, t Don Diego v., to cheat or * do ’ (obs.). Don Juan, 
the name of a legendary Spanish nobleman whose dissolute 
life was dramatized by Gabriel Tellez in his Convivado de 
Piedra ; the name was adopted in various popular imitations 
of this play and by Byron m his well-known poem ; a rake, 
libertine, roue; hence, Don Jua*nic, Don Juanish 
adjs., and Don Jtranlsm. Don Pedro (see sense 6). 
Don Q uixote, the hero of a Spanish romance by Ceryan tes, 
who, from his attempt to be a knight-errant as described in 
the books of chivalry, has become the type of any one who 
attempts to do an absurdly impossible thing or to carry 
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out an impossible idea! ; hence, Don Quixote v., Don 
Quixotism : see also Qtiixorrc; etc. 

• 1607 Webster Hist. Sir T. Wyai Wks. 1830 'II. 298 
A Dondego is a kind of Spanish stockfish, or poor John. 
e 1626 Duk of Devon 11. iv. in Bullen O. PL II. 39 Now 
Don Diego, .or Don Di veil, I defye thee. 1674 [Z. Cawdeey] 
Cathoiicon 18 The furious zeal of persons Don-Quixotted in 
Religion. 1709 Steele Toiler No. 31 1*8 Why you look as 
if you were Don Diego’d to the Tune of a Thousand Pounds, 
27x0 De Foe Crusoe 11. xiii, The state he [a Chinaman of 
position] rode in was a perfect Don Quixoteism being a mix- 
ture of pomp and poverty, a 1845 Hood T. of Trumpet 
xxx. The most Don Juanish rake. 1855 Thackeray New- 
comes ( 1879) II. xx. 236 (Stanf.) It was the man whose sweet- 
heart this Don Juan had . . deserted. x88a Stevenson Fam. 
Stud. 55 It is the punishment of Don Juanism; 

2.. A Spanish lord or gentleman ; a Spaniard. 
x6io B. Jonson Alck. hi. iii, A doughty don is taken with 
my Dol. 1659 Dr yd ex On Cromwell xxiii, The light Mon- 
sieur the grave Don outweighed. 1797 Nelson 13 Jan. in 
Nicolas Disp. (1845) II. 326 , 1 hailed the Don, and told him, 
‘ This is an English, Frigate Y 1880 Tennyson Revenge iv, 
I never turn’d my back upon Don or devil yet. 

3. transf. A distinguished man ; one of position 
or importance ; a leader, first class man. t Also 
{colloq. and dial?) attrib., and in phrase a dott at 
something, !, e* an adept, 
a 1634 Randolph A myntas ii; v. Wks. (1875) 306 This is 
a man of skill, an CEdipns, Apollo, Reverend Phoebus, Don 
of Delphos. 1665 Dryden Indian Em / .. Epil. 21 The great 
dons of wit, 1768-74 Tucker Lt. Nat. (1852) II. 466 Quota- 
tions from the old dons of Greece. 1833 in Westm. Fez*. 
Apr. 44s One of the men .. was what was called a ‘don 
workman ’. 1854 Chamb. Jml. II. 280 A ddn at ' cricket. 
•4. Hence, in the colloquial language of the Eng- 
lish universities: A head, fellow or tutor of a col- 
lege. 

, 1660 South Sernt. 29 July (4843) II. 88 The raving 
insolence which those, spiritual dons from the pulpit were 
wpnt to show [at Oxford]. x68x Thoresby Diary (Hunter) 
I. 109 Sermons .. against Arminianism, whereat many dons 
were offended. 1 726 Amherst Terrs Fit. v. 20 The 
reverend dons in Oxford are already alarm’d. 1882 Besant 
'Revolt of Man vii. (1883) 164 The few left were either the 
reading undergraduates or the dons. 1888 Bo room Lives 
12 Gd. Men II. x. 249 An introduction to two Oxford dons. 

. f -5. = Dan \ Dom 1 2 . Obs. rare. 

1600 Chester PI. Proem i, The devise of one done 
Rondall, moonke of Chester abbe. 

6 . More fully, Don Pedro, a game at cards. 

The players are divided into two sides and have 6 or 5 
cards each ; the points scored in one game are 23 : — one each 
for High, Low*, and Jack of trumps, 5 for Ganie ri. e. for 
the side which at the end of the game scores the highest 
total from the cards won by them, counting 10, 4, 3, 2 and x 
for a ten, ace, king, queen and knave respectively , also 4, 
3, 2 and 1 respectively for the ace, king, queen and knave 
of trumps, and 5 for the five or Don. 

1873 Slang Diet,, Don Pedro . . was probably in vented by 
the mixed English and Irish rabble who fought in Portugal 
in 1832-3. . 

Hence Dondorn, Do nliood, Donlike a., Donly 
a., Donness, all nonce-wds. from sense 4 . 

1797 Mrs. A. M. Bennett Beggar Girl (18131 IIL X22 
The don was in .. a truly don-like rage. 1865 Sat. Rev. 
4 Feb. 143 In the , glory of early donhood at the Univer- 
sities. ^ 1891 Roden Noel Byron 64 Juvenile verse's against 
Cambridge Dondorn. 1893 Nat. Observer 20 May 12/2 A 
very donly Don. 1895, find. 2. Mar. 432/1 Englishwomen 

* who are fairly familiar with Middle English ’ (who, beyond 
the range of donnesses, may probably be counted on fingers). 

t Don, sbf Obs. rare. [a. F. don :—L. ddn-um % 
gift.] A donation, gift. 

1534 St. Papers Hen. VIII, VI. 223 Whose assumpcion is 
undoubtedly worthy to be reputed a don and gift of God. 

- Don (d^n), vJ arch, [contracted from do on ; 
see Do 48 . ; 

■ After ,1650 retained in popular use only in north, dial. ; as a 
literary archaism it has become very frequent in 19th c.) 

1 . trans. To put on (clothing, anything worn, 
etc.). The opposite of Poff. 

1567 Turberv. Ovid’s Ep. 109 b, Do’n homes And Bacchus 
thou shalt be. 1602 Shaks. Ham. iv. y. 52 Then vp he rose, 
& don’d his clothes. 1613-16 W. Browne Brit. Past. n. 
iv. (R.), In Autumne. . when stately forests d’on their yellow 
coates. 1621 Quarles A rgahts P. {1678) 84 Up Argalus, 
and d’on thy Nuptial weeds, a 1764 Lloyd I/enriade (R.\ 
Mars had donn’d his coat of mail. 1828 Scott F. M. 
Perth vi, My experience has been in donning steel gauntlets 
on mailed knights. x86x T. A. Trollope La Beata II. 
xii. 61 To shut up his studio, and don his best coat 1879 
Dixon Windsor I. iii. 23 She donned the garment of a nun. 
*2, transf. To dress (a person) in a garment; 
refl. to dress oneself. Chiefly north, dial. 

,x8qx R. Anderson Cumlerld . Ball. 17 Sae doff thy clogs, 
and don thysel. 1845 E. Bronte Wuthering Heights xix, 
Joseph was donned in his Sunday garments, 
lienee. Domning vbl. sb. 

1847 Emerson Poems (1857) t6i Too much of donning and 
•doffing. x888Elworthy W. Somerset Word-bk., D ounings, 
Sunday clothes, also finery. 

J* Don, vf Obs. [Related to Din v.] intr. To 
resound, ring with sound; *=Din v. i. 

'a 1400 Sir Beues (1886) 163 (MS. E.> A 1 f»e castel donyd 
and rong. 1483 Festival! (151$) 78 b, A man sholde unneth 
here his folowe speke for demnynges of strokes, 

Don, yar. fom of Dun, Down. 
i Don, obs.' pres. inf. aiid pa. pple. of Do v. 

■ II Dona (dtn-ffa), dona (d^-na). [Sp. dona, 
•Pg : dona :-L. domina mistress, lady.] 

‘1. A., (Spanish or 'Portuguese) lady. Also pre- 
fixed to the name as a title of courtesy, , . , , ' . 
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s6z2- Mabbe tr. Aleman’s Gusman d* A If. II. x.204 We 
forget to goe for Dona Beatriz ■ the new marryed Bride. 
« 1674 in Dryden’s Wks. 5x3 Was there never 

a Dona in all Spain worthy your kindness? 1840 Longf. 
Sp. Stud. 1. j, Dona Serafina and her cousins. 

2 . slang, (in form dona, also vulgarly donah, 
doner.) A woman; a sweetheart. 

3873 Slang Diet. r Dona and feeles , a woman and children. 
1875 Athenaeum 24 Apr. 545 A circus man almost always 
speaks of a* circus woman, not as a woman, but a dona. 
1887 Farrell /low He Died 62 Blokes and donahs; .of the 
foulest slums. 1894 Yellow Bk. I. 79 The little doner. 

Deniable, a. rare~°. [ad. L. dondbilis, f. 
doiiare to present. Donate.] 

1727 Bailey vol. II, D enable, that may he given. 

Denary (d^ynari). [ad. L . dondri-um reposi- 
tory of offerings, offering, f. donum gift.] A gilt or 
donation ; a votive offering, 

1582 N. T. (Rhem.) Luke xxi. 5 The Temple., was 
adorned with goodly stones and donaries. 1621 Burton 
Anat. Mel. Democr. to Rdr. 57 Hospitals so built and 
maintained, not by collections, benevolences, donaries. 
1699 Bentley Phat. iii. 125 Were not Cups frequently 
among the Donaries presented to the Gods? 2700 J. Brome 
’ Trdv . Eng. 4 Seat. ii. (1707) 53 There have been several 
Donaries conferred upon it [College] both in Exhibitions 
and Scholar-ships. 1848 Wharton Law Lex., Donary », a 
thing given to sacred uses. 1862 F. Hall in Jml. Asiat. 
Soc. Bengal 7 The kings, .granted away land , . by way of 
Jocal ctoiiaries. . 

Donat, var. of Donet, Obs. 

Do natary* [ad. med.L. type * dondidrius (in 
F. donataire), f. Id. dona f p pi. stem of donarc to 
present:, seer- aky.] The donee or receiver of a 
gift or donation ; a Donatory: spec, in Sc. Law. 

18x8 H. T. Colebrooke Oblig.fy Contr. I. 252 The giver’s 
preference of the donatary before his heir or presumptive suc- 
cessor. 1861 W. Bell Diet. Law Scot., Donatary. . In prac- 
tice, the term is applied exclusively to the person to whom 
the Crown makes a gift, as of escheat, ultimas haeres, or the 
like. 1876 D. Gorrie Sitrnw.gr Wint in Orkneys ii. 70 One 
of the ravenous race of crown donataries. 

Donate (d^n^t), v. (Chiefly U.Si) [f. L. 
dondt- ppl. stum of dondre to present, f. don-umi] 

X. trans. To make a donation or gift of ; hence, 
vulgarly (iii U S.), to give, bestow, grant. 

1845 R. W. Hamilton Pop. Educ. vii. (ed. 2) 172 The 
sixteenth [section] is ‘donated’ by Congress for the support 
of common schools. 1862 M. Hopkins Hawaii 324 Under 
the former tenure, all lands, to whomsoever donated, were 
revocable at will. 1880 Muirbead , Ulpianyi. § 9 Retentions 
out of a dowry are competent . . on account of things 
donated, or on account of things abstracted. 

2. To present (a person, etc.) with something. 

1862 Trollope N. Amer. I. T07 Soldiers returning from 
the Mexican wars were donated with warrants for land. 

Do nateev [fi as prec. + -mi] One to whom 
something is given ; a recipient of a donation. 

X7i6 M. Davies A then. Brit. II. no Some noble Protes- 
tant Donatees. 1853 M. Kelly tr. Gosse tin's Pozver Pope 
ii. 157 From being.. a donatee,you can become a donor. 

Donater, obs. f. Donator. 
t Dona*tiaii. Obs. = Donatist. 

1627 W. Sclater Exp. 2 Thess. (1629) 252 As Donatians 
thought. 

Donation. (cfon^Jon). [a. F. donation, ad. L. 
dondtion-em, n. of action f. dondre lo present.] 

1. The action or faculty of giving or presenting ; 
presentation, bestowal ; grant. 

c X425 Wyntoun Cron. v. ^ xii. 1207 De kyng..Mad til 
Saynct Serf donatyowne Of hat Inch, c 1525 (title) A 
Treatyse of the donation or gyfte and endowment of 
possessyons, gyuen and graunted vnto Sylvester pope of 
Rhome, by Constantyne. 1597 Hooker Eccl. Pol. v. lxii. 
§ 19 The grace of Baptisme commeth by donation from God 
alone. 1667 Milton P. L. xu. 69 That right we hold By 
his donation. 1894 J, T. Fowler Adamnan Introd. 65 
Who. .made to him a donation of the island of Iona. 

b. spec. The action or right of bestowing or 
conferring* a benefice ; the ' gift’. 

1540 Act 32 Hen. VI IT, c. 44 The ad uouson , donacion and 
presehtacion of the said vicarage shall apperteyn. , to the 
kynges hyghnesse. 1724 Swift D rapier's Lett. Wks. 1755 
V. 11. 145 Many principal church livings are in the donation 
of the crown. X785 Paley Mor. Philos. (x8i8) II. 222 The 
offices in the donation of the king. 

2. Law. The action or contract by which a 
person transfers the ownership of a thing from him- 
self to another, aS a free gift. 

i6gx W. G. tr. Coivel’s Inst. 106 In Lands ..A Feoffment 
is of a Fee simple to the Donee or Feoffee, and a Donation 
or Gift is of an Estate pile. 1765 Blackstone Comm. I. iii. 
(1793) 264 King William, queen^ Mary, and queen Anne, 
did not take the crown by hereditary right or descent, but 
by way of donation or purchase, as the lawyers call it. 
1818 Cruise Digest (ed. 2) I. 5 A feud was a tract of land 
held by a voluntary and gratuitous donation, on condition 
of fidelity and certain services. 

3. That which is presented ; a gift. 

*577 tr * Bull/ngeYs Decades (15921 960 They, .had a dona- 
tyon giuen vnto ech of them as it were a pleadge or earnest. 
1630 Prynne AntuArmin. 120 It makes all these graces. , 
not the absolute gifts, the free donations of God. 1756-7 
tr. Keyslers Trav. (1760) III. 197 All the gifts ana 
donations, .amounted to no more than six thousand ducats. 
1895 Daily News 5 Dec. 3/6 The commissioners had 
anticipated that the donations would fall off. 

4. aUrib., ?^ donation-governor, a person con- 
stituted a governor of an institution in considera- 
tion of a donation to its funds. 


i860 Bartlett Did. Amer., Donation Party, a party 
consisting of the friends , and parishioners of "a country 
clergyman assembled together, each individual bringing 
some article.. as a present to him., also called a giving 
party. 1894 Daily News 13 July 7 q Preference to can- 
didates recommended by a Donation Governor. 

Donatisrn (d^natiz'm), [f. as next + ism (in 
med. L. Douatism-us).\ The doctrine, or principles 
of the Donatists. 

1588 J. Udall Demonstr. Discip. (Arb.) 64 It is a kind of 
.Donatisme to challenge such authontie ouer princes. 1709 
J. Johnson ^ Clergy m. Fade M. 11. 188 A bishop converted 
from Donatisrn. 1 

Donatist (donatist). Eccl. Hist. [ad. med.L. 
Donatista, i. Dondtus : see below.} One of a 
sect of Christians which ■ arose in North Africa 
in the year 31 1 , out of a dispute about the elec- 
tion of Cseeilian as bishop of Carthage, in place 
of whom they elected Majofinus ; they maintained 
that their own: party was the only true and pure 
church, and that the baptisms and ordinations of 
others were invalid. 

It is uncertain whether the name was derived from 
Donatus of Casae Nigra;, a leading supporter of Majori'nus, 
or from Donatus the Great, who succeeded Majorinus as 
bishop of Carthage. 

£1460 Medulla in Caih. AngL 104 note, Donatista, a 
donatist o. [printed donatrice] : qnedain heresis. 1549 Lati- 
mer 4 th Serrn. bef. Edw. VI, (Arb.) 116 An other kynde 
of poysoned heretikes, that were called Donatistes. 1645 
Pagitt Heresiogr. (1661) 68 The Separatists or Brownisis 
agree in mapy things with the Donatists, who confined’ the 
holy Catholick Church to a corner of Africa, as the Brownist s 
do confine the Church of God to; their conventicles. 1873 
Robertson Hist. Chr. Ch . (1874) I. 176 note, At a later 
time, rebaptism of proselytes was practised by the Do- 
natists. 

b. attrib. or as adj. 

x86i J. G. Sheppard Fall Rome vii. 372 The Donatist 
sectaries. 1885 Catholic Did. 280' In 330 no less than 270 
Donatist bishops met in council. 

Hence Bonatrstic, Doaiati stical cuffs., pertain- 
ing to Donatisrn or the Donatists ; Bo natistry 
-Don ati sm (with implication of ! contempts 
. 1564 Brief Exam,** * * iv, This smelleth . . either of Dona- 
tistrie or Papistrie. 1581 Marbeck Bk. of Notes 20B Both . , 
are donatisncal. 1645 Pagitt Heresiogr. (1647) A ivb, The 
Donatisticall Brownists. 1828 Webster, Donatist ic. 1889 
Farrar Lives Fathers II. xvii. 514 The deplorable Dona- 
tistic controversy. 

Donative (dp*nativ\ a. and sb. [ad. L. dona- 
tivus adj., whence dondllv-um sb. donation, largess^ 
i. dondre \ see Donate, and -ive.] A. adj. 

1. Characterized by being given or presented ; of 
the nature of a donation : esp. of a benefice : Vesting 
or vested by donation ; opposed to Presbntativk. 

*559 in Strype A nn. Ref. I. App. viii. 22 Foundations of 
free-ehappels. and other bowses ecclesiastical by the kings 
lycence, to be donatyve and not presen tatyve. x6xo Guillim 
Heraldry vi. iii. (i6ix Y260 To these donatiue auginentations 
of Armes I will adde certaine Arnries assumptiue. 1765 
Blackstone Comm. I.xi. 382 The deanery is donative, and 
the installation merely by the king’s letters patent. 1875 
Bp. Magee in Pari. 1 June, The holder of a donative 
living owes no obedience to his diocesan. 

1 2. ‘That is able or apt to give ' (Blount 
Glossogr. 1656 ). Obs. 

B. sb. 

1. A donation, gift, present; esp. one given 
formally or officially, as a largess or . bounty. 

c 1430 Lydgate Balade of our Ladie xi, Q mirthe of mar- 
tyrs, sweter then Sitole of Confessours also richest donatife. 
1581 J. Bell H addon's Answ. Osor. 361 b, The Graunt, 
& Donative of Ludovicus Pius. .1594 Hooker Eccl. Ppl. 
11. v. § 7 The Rotnane Emperours custome was at certaine 
solemne times to bestow on his Souldiers a Donatiue. 1599 
Nashe Lenten Stuff e (*1871) 17 The devout oblations and 
donatives of the fishermen. 1728 Morgan Algiers II. v. 313 
Francis I gave the Grand Master a Royal Reception, 
accompanied with a Princely Donative. 1843 J, Martineau 
Chr. Life (1867) 171 [Christ] ranked the widow’s mite above 
the vast donatives of vanity. 

2. spec. A benefice which ihe founder or patron 
can bestow without presentation to or investment 
by the ordinary. 

X564 Bulleyn Dial. agst. Pest. fi8S8) 83 He would faine 
haue a benefice or personage of some pretie donatiue; be 
cannot get it at the bishoppes handes, 1686 Plot Staffordsh. 
297 The King can create or found a Donative exempt from 
the visitation of the ordinary. 1772 Warton & Huddesford 
j Life / Name 26 He was presented to the Donative or Curacy 
of Elsfield near Oxford. 1877 J. C. Cox Ch. Derbysh. 111 . 
84 This living was a donative, from the dissolution of the 
monasteries to the first year of Anne. 

J* 3. One who is presented to a benefice. Obs. 
rare. I . ■ 

1651 N. Bacon Disc. Govt. Eng. 11. xxvii. (i739> i27 In 
their Original, Bishops were meerly Donatives from the 
Crown, invested by delivery of the Ring and Pastoral Staff. 

Hence Bomatively adv., by way of a donation. 

1827 G. S. Faber Orig. Exp. Sacr. 11. iii. 64 Donatirely 
presenting, .sacrifices and vows and libations. 

Donator 1 (dmv't^ih [a. AF. donalour . F. do- 
nateur, ad, L. donator- cm, ageht-n. f. dondre to 
present.] One who makes a donation ; a donor.. 

£1449 Pecock Repr. in. xix. • 412 Chartours of the 
donatouris or of the tjeuers. 1873 Misses Horner Florence 
(1884) I. v. 93 The donator and his wife kneel at the feet of 
the Virgin. 1894 Tablet 22 Dec. 974 The intention of the 
donator. ■ * , ■ ;■ * 
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■Uo'nator 2 . Sc Also 6 -our, 7 -ar, -er. [ad. ; 
F. donataire orGF. donaloire—next.'} He to 
whom a donation is made ; a donatory or donee. 

£*S7S Balfour Prac ticks ( 1754) 23 The Kingis donatour. 
x6oo Skene Reg. Maj. 37 Gwen . .to the vse of the donatar. 
163& W. Macdovvell Assignation, in J. Russell Haigs ix. 
(1881) 22S Ordains the said David Haig, his heirs and do- 
naters, my very lawful . w cessioners and assignees. 1859 J as. 
Anderson Ladies of Covenant 274 As donator to the forfeited 
estate of Cold well, he pursued her for mails and du ties. 
Donatory (dp-nateri). [ad. med.L. dbndtbii- 
us one to whom something is given (Du Cange), 
f. dondre : see -guy.] The recipient of a gift or 
donation ; a donatary. 

0. 16x7 Bayne On Eph . (1658) 82 A gift, .must come freely 
from the donour, and bee greatly to the good of the donatory 
or receiver. 18x0 Southey in Q. R ev. IV. 13 The donatories 
of crown property were to pay a double tax. 1817 Chron , 
in Ann. Reg. 403 The Brazilian white man . . who draws his 
descent from the first donatory of a province. 1848 W harton 
Law Lex., Donatory jthe person on whom the king bestows 
his right to any forfeiture that has fallen to the Crown. 

Doua'trix. rare. [a. L. dondtHx , fern, of 
donator. ] A female donor or donator. 

x 658 Chnrchw, A cc. St. Margarets, Westm. (Nichols 
1797) 69 According to the will of the said Donatrix. 

: f Do’nattire. Obs. rare . [ad. L. *ddndtura , 
f. dondre to Donate.] Donation. 

1629 J. Maxwell tr. Herodiau (1635) 344 Being obliged 
to him by Denatures and all manner of honors. 
Do-naught : see Do-noight. 

Donee, Donek, obs. ff. Dunce, Dank. 
tDondaine, -dine- [a. OF. dam-, dondaine , 
of uncertain 01 ig. (See Godef. and Hatz.-Darm, 
s.v. dondonf] A warlike engine for casting stones, 
in use before firearms. 

<•1430 Lydg. Bochas 1. iii. (1344) 6 a, Shot of arblast, nor 
on touche of dondine {rime attayne]. 

Done (d vn), ppl. a. (sb.) [pa. pple. of Do v,, 
q.v, for forms and participial uses.] 

1. Performed, executed, accomplished, finished, 
ended, settled : also, used up, worn out : see Do v. 

• 1435 Misyn Fire of Love 1. xxx. (i896f 65 Done synnes it 
hidys. 2663 Cotton Poet. lFks. ( 1765) 136 She thought ’t 
would be a done Thing Soon. 1804 J.Larwood No Cun 
Boats 29 What 1 ’Eveque only contemplated as a remote 
probability, [he] now considers as a done thing. 1844 
Dickens Christmas Carol iii, It was a done thing between 
him and Scrooge’s nephew. x 85 o Gen. P. Thompson Audi 
Alt. Ill, ci.- 2 A done game. 

b. absol. That which is done or accomplished. 
2855 Browning Last Ride Together , Contrast The petty 
Done, the Undone vast. 1872 Ruskin Arrows of Chare 
U880) II. 208 The condemnation given from the judgment 
throne.. is all for the undones and not. for the dones 
. t 2. There was in ME. a curious use of done, in 
which it. was nearly synonymous with kin * i kind 
of’: thus many done, many kinds of, what done , 

‘ what-kin ’,what sort of. At length, it took, like 
kin, a genitival s : thus, what- dones, what dons «* 

‘ whatkins *, cuj us generis, of what kind of. Obs. 

[There is a certain parallelism between this and the 
MDu. use of the inf. doen (as of MLG. ddn, dbut, MHG. 
tuou), which has the sense-development ‘doing, action, 
manner of doing, way of acting or being, manner, nature, 
wise, kind’. But in Eng. the stages by which the sense 
‘kind* was reached are less clear. J 
*297 R. Glouc. (1724) 112 He askede. wat God [Trin. 
MS. what Idone god ; Digby MS. what inanere god.] 
and wat fnng Mercnrius was. 1340 70 A lex. Dina. 222 
We discorden of dede in many done binguus. Ibid. 999 
WiJ? oute diuerce deduso'f many done jnngus. 1:377 Langl. 
P.PL B. xviu. 298 What dones man was J hesus. a 1400-50 
Alexander 2906 Quat dones man ert j?ou? Ibid. 5167 Quat 
dons man ert hou V, .and quat dos hou here. 

. Done, adv. Sc. ? Obs. Also 6 doyn, 8- doon, 
dooms, dunze. [perh. adv. use of prec. ; but cf. 
Dooms.] Thoroughly, very, exceedingly; 

1500-20 Dunbar Poems lxvi. 82 Bot sa done tyrsum it is 
to byd it. 1536 Bellenden Cron. Scot. ( 1821) I. p. xliv, Tlfir 
mussillis ar sa doyn gleg of twiche and heryng. 171$ P. 
Many's Truth's Trav. in Peunecnik's Poems 106 (Jam.) He 
was not thence so doons severe. 1825-80 Jamieson s.v. Doyn, 
Doon weil, or dunze weil, very well. 

Done, obs form of Down adv. 

Donee (d£'‘nr). [f. stem of Don-or + -EE.] 
One to whom anything is given ; esp. in Law, (a) 
one to whom anything is given gratuitously ; (b) 
one to whom land is conveyed in fee tail ; (c) one 
to whom a * power* is given for execution. 

1523 Fitxhekb. Surzt. 7 b, This donee or this purchasoure 
shall take [etc.]. 1598 Kitchin Courts Led (1675) 218 
A Donee In tail. 1655 Fuller Ck. Hist. vi. vii. .§ 16 Not 
sixty of the Kings Donees had sons owning their fathers 
estates. 1767 Blackstone Comm. II. vii. 110 If the donee 
died without such particular heirs, the land should revert to 
the donor. 1875 Maine Hist. Inst. ii. 56 The Church, as 
the donee of pious gifts. ' 

Donek, obs. form of Dunnock, hedge-sparrow, 
t Do*net, do nat. Obs . [a. OF. donet, donnat, 
ad. L. Donat ns .] The elementary grammatical 

treatise ( Ars Grammatica ) of Hilius Donatus, a 
grammarian of the 4th c. .; an introductory Latin 
grammar ; hence, an introduction to, or the ele- 
ments of, any art, science, etc. : 

Y* 3 : 181 Therinne was paint of Donet 
' tlire pars, And ek£alle..tke seven ars. . 1362 Langl. P. PI. 


A. v. 123 penne I drou^ ;me a-mong Hs drapers my Donet , 
to leorne. £-1449 Pecook Donet into Cristen Relig. lntrod., , 
As the common donet berith himsilfe towards the full kuii- ; 
nyng of Latyn, so this bodke for Goddis laws. iS Q 9 Hawes 
Past. Pleas, v. xxv, Dame Gramer. taught me. . Fyrst my 
Donet and then my accidence. 1535 Jove Apol. Thtdalc 
47, 1 had nede go lerne my donate and accidence agen. 

D. Comb. 1483 Catk. Angl. 104(1 A Donett Jerner. . 
donatista. 

Doiley, var. of Dhoney. 

Dong' (dprj), v. [Echoic ; expressing a sound 
of deeper tone than Ding ] intr. To sound as 
a large bell. So Bong sb. (or without gramma- 
tical construction), an imitation of the deep sound 
of a large bell. (Cf. Ding, Ding-dong.) 

1587 Fleming Cantu. Halinsked III. 1579/2 Where they 
might , .heare the donging of the belles as they hoong in the 
steeples. £11882 Rossetti Whs. 118901 11 . 343 And bells 
say ding to bells that answer dong. 

Dong v e, obs. iorm of Dung. 

Dongfe, obs. pa. t. and pa. pple. of Ding vf 
11 Donga (dp'qga). S. Africa. [Native name.] 

A channel or gully formed by the action of water; 
a ravine or watercourse with steep sides. 

1879 Daily Hews 20 June 5/6 A donga was safely crossed. 

A donga, .would be called .. in Scotland, a gully. 1893 
J. T. Bent Ruined Cities Mdshoualand xii. 374 The 
culverts which they had made over the dongas. 
tDonge. Obs. A mattress. 

c 1440 Promp. Parv. 127 A Donge, matrasse, culci/ra, 
ntairaeia. 1448 Bury Wills 12, j donge optimum. 1459 
Jnv. in Poston Lett. No. 954 I. 485, J fedder-bedde, Item, 
j donge qf fyne blewe. £11490 Botoner I tin, (Nasmith 
1778) 372 Qumlibet femina elimosinaria habuit, .1 donge. 

Dongen, -eon, -eoun, obs. ff. Dungeon. j 
Donger, Donghel, obs. ff. Danger, Dunghiul. 
Dongola, in Dongola race : a race in which 
a punt or the like is propelled by paddling, by 
three or four pairs (usually male and female). 

1892 Pall Mall G. 18 July 43/3 Canadian canoe nice (lady 
and gentleman), dongola race (tour ladies, four gentlemen). 
1894 Daily News 30 June 6/2 Dongola races for crews of 
eight gentlemen and mixed crews of four ladies and four 
gentlemen. Ibid. 28 July 6/5 The Dongola Race (paddling 
in punts), .for crews of three ladies and three gentlemen. 

Dongon, -oun, obs. forms of Dungeon. 

Doni, var. of Dhoney. 

1803 R. Percival in Naval Chron. X. 26 Boats and 
domes employed In the fishery. 

+ Doni'ferous, a. Obs rare- 0 , [f. X. donum 
gift : see -pkrous.] 1 That carries a gift * (Blount 
Glossogr. 1656). 

Donjon (dzrnd^on, cty'nd&m), archaic spelling 
of Dungeon, q.v.; now usual in sense 1 . ‘The 
great tower or innermost keep of a castle \ to dis- 
tinguish it from the modern sense. 

1300-1690, 1808 [see Dungeon 1]. 

Donk, dial, form of Dank. 

Donkey (dp'pki). Also 8~9 donky. [A recent 
word, app, of dialect or slang origin. 

As the original pronunciation apparently rimed with 
monkey (whence the spelling), suggestions have been made 
that the word is a deriv. of dun adj. (cf. dwmock hedger 
sparrow}* or, more probably, a familiar form of Duncan \di. 
the other colloquial appellations, Dicky, Neddy).} 

1. A familiar name for the ass. (Now in general 
use, exc. in scriptural or solemn language, and in 
Natural History.) 

1785 Grose Diet, Vulg. Tongue, Donkey or Donkey 
Dick, a he or J ack-ass. 1793 Cent/. Mag. ti. 1083 A Donky, 
or a Dicky, An ass. Essex and Suffolk. 1804 Mrs. Bar- 
hauld lVhs. { 1825) II. 113, 1 cannot tell whether my 
orthography is right, but a donky Is the monture in high 
fashion here [Tunbridge Wells], a 1819 Wolcott (P. Pindar) 
Wks. (1830) 1 16 Peter, thou art mounted on a Neddy; Or 
in the London phrase, thou Devonshire monkey, Thy 
Pegasus is nothing but a donkey. 1838 J. L. Stephens 
Trav. Greece , etc. {s 8 39) 37/1 Seven camels and the donkey 
were stowed in the bottom of the boat. 1859 Sala Tw. 
round Clock (1861) 45 Costermongers’ ‘shallows’, drawn by 
woe-begone donkies. 

2. transf, A stupid or silly person. 

1840 Thackeray Shabby Genteel Story ix, ‘What a 
blubbering, abthurd donkey !’ said Cinqbars* 1862 Miss 
Yonge Ctcss Kate xii. (1864) 212 You little donkey, you’ll 
be off! 1878 Mrs. H. Wood Pomeroy Abb. I. 254 what a 
donkey he must be. 

3. attrib. and Comb. : a. general, as donkey-back, 
(cf. horseback \ - carriage , -cart, -chair, -path , -race, 
-track', donkey-breeding \ -driver, -driving, -dr lib- 
ber, -riding', donkey-drawn, -eared, -madadjs. 

1837 J. L. Stephens Trav. Holy Land (Chambers) it 6 
From there we started on *donkey-back. 1884 L. Ouphant 
Haifa (1887) 158 A favourite method of locomotion among 
the women, was donkey-back. 1894 Times 23 Mar. 3/2 The 
Queen., went out in her *donkey-carriage this morning. 
1838 Dickens O. Twist xxi, * Donkey-carts laden with 
vegetables. 1841 Lane Arab. Nts. I. 61 Three *donkey- 
d rivers, conveying the Iuggige of two British travellers. 
1875 J. H. Bknnkt Shores MtdiL 1. vii. 189 The road from 
Castellare, a Monkey-track. 

b. Special combs.; donkey-boy, a boy in 
charge of a donkey, or of a donkey-engine ; 
donkey-engine, a small steam-engine, usually for 
subsidiary operations on board ship, as feeding the 
boilers of. the propelling engines, etc,; hence 
j donkey-boiler ; donkey, -man, a .man in charge bf 


a donkey, or of a donkey-engine ; donkey-pump, 
an auxiliary steam-pump for filling the boiler of a 
steam-engine, or for other subsidiary operations ; 
donkey-rest, in Paper Manic/., ‘ a frame against 
which the form is laid to drain* (Cent. pict.). 

■ 1840 Barham Ingot., Leg.,- Bagman's Dog, Little Monkey- 
boys your steps environ, 1894 Times 22 June 10/5 The 
mate ...and the donkey-boy , , went in a boat, 1858 Merc, 
fl (trine Mag, V. 49 Hose was. .put on the * donkey-engine. 
1877 W. Thomson V r oy. Challenger I. i. 52 The donkey- 
engines for hoisting the dredging and sounding gear. 1878 
Daily News 26 Sept. 2/3 We also had 3 engineers and 
■*donkeymen. 2869 Eng. Meek. 10 Dec. 293/2 Of the means 
for feeding the boiler, those in general use are the injector, 
Monkey-pump, and the force pump. 

Hence Bo*nkey v. intr., to ride a donkey. Bo u- 
keydoni, condition of a donkey, stupidity, folly. 
Bo'nkeydrome [after hippodrome], a course for 
a donkey-race. Bo*nkeyess, a female donkey. 
Bomkeyliood, the condition of being a donkey; 
donkeys collectively. Bo'iikeyish. a., like a 
donkey, asinine; stupid, foolish, Bo*arkeyism, the 
quality of being, or an act characteristic of, a 
‘donkey*; folly. BomkeysMp, the personality 
of a donkey. (All more or less nonce-wds.) 

1843 Lefkvre Life Trav. Phys. III. 111, xiii, 271 The 
walks, .invite to many pedestrian excursions, and to a deal of 
donkeying. 1889 Baring- Gould Penny com eqnicks (1 890) 466 
[It] had startled her out of this intellectual doukeydom. 1852 
M. W. Savage R. Medticott 1. v. (D.>, The two charioteers 
being left sprawling in the dust of the donkeydrome. 1842 
P. Parley's Ann. ill, 31, Crossing the heath, .with no less 
than seven donkeys and donkeyesses tied in a string. 1869 
Sat. Rev. 13 Feb. 222 The typical vanity and maladroit 
ways of donkeyhood. 1831 Irasers Mag. III. 564 We 
find ourselves quite donkeyish and stupid. 1855 Househ. 
Words XII. 160 [He] committed an outrageous donkeyism. 
1858 O. W. Holmes Ant. Breakf.-t.. xii. (1891) 293 One 
softens clown the ugly central fact of donkeyism. ^ 1889 .VA 
Nicholas Mag. Feb. 304 His donkeyship determined That 
he would yet have fun. 

11 Donna (dp'na, Jt. d/ninal [It. donna L. 
domma lady, mistress.] A lady ; a title of honour 
or courtesy for an Italian or (instead of dotta ot 
dona') a Spanish or Portuguese lady. 

PriuiOy second a donna: tne principal, or the second, 
female singer in , an opera: see Prima .donna. 

.1670 Lassels' Fog. Italy, 1. (1698) 67 (Stanf ) To go like 
the Donna’s of Spain. 1740 , Lady M. W. Montagu Let. to 
IF. Montagu 25 Jan., They_ are all well received by the 
gentil donnas. 1816 Byron in Moore Life 1.1832 III. 318 
(Stanf.jMy ‘Donna’ whom I spoke of in my former epistle. 
1817 — Beppo xxxii. The ‘prima donna’s’ tuneful heart 
would bound. 1880 Grove Diet. Plus. I. 457/1 A dis- 
tinguished seeonda donna,. of Handel’s company. 

Bo imered, -ard, ppl.a. Sc. . Also donuart, 
-ert, -ort. [f. Sc. vb. donner to stupefy as with 
a blow or a loud noise : perh. a freq. of ME. 
donen to din : cf. also Dunner.] Stunned, stupe- 
fied. stupid * in a state of gross stupor ’ (Jam.). 

1722 Ramsay Three Bonnets 1, 63 Worthy Bristle, not sae 
donner’d, Preserves this bonnet, and is honourM. 1818 
Scott Hrt. Midi, vii, A donparcl ’auld deevil 1 1886 

Stevenson Kidnapped xxix, ‘Ve donnered auld runt.’ 

Donne, obs. form of Dun. 

Donnish, (d^nij), a. [f. Don 4 + -tsh.] 
i Of the nature or character of a (college) don; 
having a pedantic stiffness or gravity of manner. 

1848 J. H. Newman Loss $ Gain 7 He liked people to be 
natural and hated that donnish manner. 1863 Q. Rev. 
CXIV. 546 The most donnish amongst dons. 

Hence Bo imislniess. 

1835 J. H. N kwman Lett. (1891)11.139 A strong specimen 
of donnishness. 1853 Thackeray Lett. 14 Feb., A vast 
amount of toryism and donnishness everywhere. 

Donnism (dp’niz'm), [f, as prec. + -ISM.] 
Action or manner characteristic of a college don. 

1859 Shairp in W. Knight S. Friends (1888) 200 Jiere 
we have no Donnism, nor any stiff academic air. 
Bonnot: see Do-nought. 

Donor (d<?u*nai, -pik Also 5-7 donour, 7 8 
doner, [a. Ah', donour, OF. doneiir, duneor, 
mod.F. donmmri— L. donator- em, agent-n. f. don- 
ate ' to present.] One who gives or presents; a 
giver ; esp. in Law, owe who grants an estate, 
or power for execution. Correlative of Donek. 

1494 F Aryan Chron . an. i286IR.) The ryghtfull inlieritours, 
or suche as were next allied vnto the firste donoures. 1531 
Dial, on Laws Eng. 1. xxviii. (1638' 50 After the death 
of the tenant in taile without issue, tire lands shall revert 
to the donor. 1650 Find. Hammond's Addr. xii. § 32 'I’be 
Creator of the World, and sole doner of life. 1755 Young 
Centaur ii. Wks. 1757 IV. 138 Enjoy, but enjoy reason- 
ably, and thankfully to the great Donor. 1876 Digby Real 
Prop. v. § 3 2 >.228 The doctrine, .that a freehold interest in 
possession must pass instantly from donor to donee. 

Do nothing' (d/7 n^Jii)), sb. and a. 

A. sb. One who does nothing; an idler. 

*579 Tomson Calvins Serm. Tim. 259/1 It is not for a do 
nothing that this office is ordeined. 1624 Massinger 
Renegatio iv. , 1 , Such a goodman Do-nothing. 1855 Fara- 
day in Bence J ones Life 1870) 1 1 . 361, 1 cannot imagine you 
: a do-nothing. 1887 Spectator 15 Oct, 1578 A class of do- 
nothings wno'at some previous time had owned the land. 

B. adj. That does nothing ; characterized by 

doing nothing; idle, indolent. . 

1 *832 W . Irving A Ikambra 1 1 . 84 The invalids, old women, 

and other curious do-nothing folk. 1839 Carlyle Chartism 
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ix 169 A do-nothing gu'dance ; and it is a do-something 
World £ 1876 Geo. Eliot Dan. Der. IV. liv. 99 He was. . 
very fond of yachting : its dreamy, do-nothing absolutism. 

Hence Do no’tMngism, Donothingness, the 
habit or practice of doing nothing ; the condition 
of doing nothing ; idleness, indolence. 

1814 Jake Austen Mans/. Park (1870) III. viii. 340 A 
situation of similar affluence and do-nothing- ness. 1839 
Carlyle Chartism vii. 152 Self-cancelling Donothingisra. 
1879 Mrs. Houston Wild West 77 Gaunt, , enfeebled- looking 
labourers abused for their idleness, their do-nothingness. 
1891 Sat. Rev, 5 Sept. 267/2 Dangerous apathy and 
donothingism. 

Bo-nought (dwnpt), donnot (dp*n£t). Now 
chiefly dial, [app. f. the words do nought : though 
sometimes taken as a corruption of an earlier dow 
not : cf. Ger. taugenichtsl] One who does nothing 
or no good ; an idler (-Do-nothing) ; a good- 
for-nothing. 

2594 Carevv Huarte's Exam. Wits- (1616) 12 Through 
griefe of seeing his sonne such a doo-nought. I hid. 218 
The buzzards, the sots, and the doe noughts. 1674 Ray 
N. C. Words 14 A Donnaught or Donnat .. Naught, good 
for nothing : idle persons being commonly such. 2818 Scott 
Hr i. Midi xxxii* What’s brought thee back again, thou 
silly don not ? 1855 Robinson IVhiiby Gloss., Donnot or 
Do-naught, a good-for-nothing person , . the popular desig- 
nation with reference to Satan himself. 1870 Morris 
Earthly Par. II. m. 38 A do-naught by the fire-side. 
Bcmship (dp’njip). [f. Don* sb. + -ship.] a. 
The personality of a don : used as a title, b. The 
possession of the title * don ’ (quot. 1838). 

_ c 1626 Dick of Devon it. iv. in Bullen O. PI. II. 40 What 
is your Donship calld, I pray. Don John, a Knight of 
Spaine. 1648 Gage West Ind. xv. (1655) 100 Began to 
answer, or more to jeer his Donship. 1772 Nugent tr. Hist. 
Friar Gerund II. 160 For a Monsieur would he have 
changed all the Donships in the world, 1838 Fraser's Mag. 
XVIII. 231 Entitled to donship in the Basque provinces. 
Bonsxe, donsy (dp’nsi), a. and so. Sc. and 
north dial. Also doney,~cie. [Origin and primary 
sense unknown.] A. adj. 

1 . f Affectedly neat and trim ’ (Jam.) ; nice ; hence 
saucy, restive v as a horse). ? Obs. 

17x7 Ramsay Elegy Lucky Wood iv, She was a donsie 
wife and clean. 1721 Kelly Scot. Prov . 68 (Jam ) Better 
rough and sonsie, than bare and donsie. 1786 Burns To 
Anld Mare v, Tho’ ye was trickle, slee, an’ funnie, Ye 
ne’er was donsie. 1789 D. Davidson Seasons 56 (Jam.) 
Come Muse 1 thou donsy limmer, who dost laugh, An' claw 
thy hough, at bungling poets. 1892 in Northumbld. Gloss . 

2 . Unlucky, untoward, unfortunate. ? Obs. 

1786 Burns Address to Unco Gttid ii, Their donsie tricks, 
their black mistakes, Their failings and mischances. 1789 
D. Davidson Seasons 61 (Tam.) Straight down the steep they 
slide wi’ canny care, For fear o’ donsy whirl into the stream. 

3 . Dull or slow of comprehension ; dunce-like. 
1802 Sibbald Chron. Sc. Poetry Gloss., Donsie, dunce- 
like, dull, stupid. 1822 Galt Sir A. Wylie III. xxviii. 237 
Dinna heed the donsie creature. 

B. sb. One slow of wit, a stupid ; a dunce. 

1825 Jamieson, Donsie, Doncie, a stupid, lubberly fellow. 
Roxb, cx 826 Hogg in Wilson Noct. Ambr. Wks. 1855 L 
2x3 That poor donsy. 

Born’t (dtwit , coiloq. contraction of do not : 
see Do v. Also humorously as sb. = Prohibition, 
reiteration of 4 don’t ’, and vb. 

1894 Daily News 23 Nov. 5/3 The plan, gets rid of many 
‘don’ts*. Mod. ‘ Don't be always don'ting I ' 

b. Don’t care, used as adj., = careless, reckless. 
So Don’t- care-ism {nonce-wd.). 

1871 Daily News 4 Jan., We are in the don't care mood. 
2893 Pall Mall G. 15 Dec, 7/1 The. .spirit of daring don’t- 
careism. 1895 Wcstm. Gaz. 5 Sept. 2/1 A hearty, good- 
natured, don’t-care sort of person. 

Donzel (dp’nz&l). arch. Also 6-7 donsel. 
[ad. It. donzello ‘ a damosell, a batchelor ; also a 
page, a squire, a waiter, a serving man * (Florio) == 
Pr. donzel, Sp. done el, OF. donzd, doncel, dancel 
young man late L. dom i/m cell -us, dim. of do- 
minus lord, master: cf. Damoiseau.] A young 
gentleman not yet knighted, a squire, a page. 

1392 Nashe P. Penilesse (ed. 2) 7 b, The high and mightie 
Prince of Darknesse, Donsell del Lucifer. £6x0 B. Jonson 
Alch, iv. iv, Donzel, methinks you look melancholic. 1664 
Butler Hud. 11. iii. 572 Much may be done, my noble Don- 
zel. a 1680 — Charact ., Squire of Dames, He is Esquire to 
a Knight-Errant, donzel to the damsels. 1843 Lytton Last 
Bar. 1. ii, Cling to me, gentle donzel, and fear not. 

II Bonzella (dantse 11 a). [It. ; fem. of don- 
zello i see prec.) late L. dominicella , dim. of 
domina mistress, lady : see Damsel ] An Italian 
or Proveiujal damsel or young lady. 

*333 Carlyle Mi sc. (1872' V. 8S A beautiful Roman don- 
zella. 1848 Mrs. Jameson Sacr. <$• Leg. Art '1850' 196 
They bring the donzella out of the cistern alive and well. 
Boo, qos form of Do. Doe ; Sc. form of Dove. 
Booab, Booar : see Doab, Douar. 

|| Boob (dz 7 bj. Also doub, erron. dhoop, 
[Hindi dub , — Skr. diirvd ] Native name for the 
dog's-tooth grass (Cynodon Dactylon ), used as a 
fodder- grass in India. 

x8xo T. W illiamson R. India Fade M, I. 25.9 (Yh The donb 
.. in the low countries about pacca,.this grass abounds; 
attaining to a prodi gious luxuriance £ 1835 Burkes Tram. 

Bokhara ed. 2) II, 10 A kind of creeping grass called 
Moob ’. 1845 Stocqueler Handbk. Brit, India (.1854) 405 
A thickly-matted sod of fiorin, or doob grass. 


Boodgean, obs. form of Dudgeon. 

Boodheen : see Dudeen. 

Boodle (dzrd'l), sb. coiloq. [cf. LG. dudcltopf, 

- dop , simpleton, noodle, lit, night-cap.] A sidy 
or foolish fellow ; a noodle. 

2628 Ford Lover's Mel. iil i, Vanish, doodles, vanish 1 
1764 Foote Mayor of G. 11. i, Why, doodle, jackanapes 
harkee, who am I? 2845 Cobden Speeches (1872! 179 The 
Noodles and Doodles of the aristocracy. 

Boo-dle, v . 1 dial, or slang, [f. prec. sb.] To 
make a fool of, befool, cheat. 

1823M0NCRIEFF Tom <$* Jerry 1. vii. (Farmer), I have been 
dished and doodled out of forty pounds to-day. 1834 M. 
Scott Cruise Midge ( 1859) 439 It might have doodled our 
whole party. 2846 Cornish Prov. Dial, 55 ‘None^of thy 
doodling, thee bean’t St. George, no more than me.' 3880 
W. Cornw. Gloss., Doodle , to cheat ; to deceive ; to trifle. 

Boodle (d/ 7 'd ? l), vf Chiefly Sc. Also doudle. 
[a. Ger. dudcln in same sense (of Slavonic origin : 
cf. Polish dudliS), dudelsack bagpipe : prob. asso- 
ciated with Tootle.] trims. To play (the bag- 
pipes). Also Doodle-sack, a bagpipe. 

2826 Scott Old Mart, iv, ‘ I am wearied wi* doudling the 
bag o’ wind a’ day.’ 2824 — Redgauntlet Let. xi, ‘ Thou 
snck-doudling son of a whore !' 1846 Worcester cites Sir 
G. Head for Doodle-sack. 2847-78 Halliw., Doodle-sack , 
a bag-pipe. Kent. 

Book 1 (dwk). [Etym. unknown.] A wooden 
plug driven into a brick or stone wall, in order to 
hold a nail. 

1808-18 in Jamieson. In mod. Diets. 

Book Sc. The shaft of a coal mine. 

1887 Scott. Leader 4 June 7 He was chainman in the 
main coal dook. 1895 N. Brit. Daily Mail 7 Aug. 4 The 
bodies of the unfortunate men may be found at the bottom 
of the dook, which is now full of water. 

Book, obs. and Sc. form of Duck v. 

Bool 1 (d»l), dole (d<?* u lV Also 6 do we, 7-8 
dowl(e, 6- Sc. dule. [Corresponds to E.Fris. dble, 
ddl, landmark, boundary-mark ; a stake, stone, hole 
in the ground, furrow* ditch, etc., used to mark and 
determine the boundaries of property. Cf. also 
Du. doel aim, mark, butt, in Flemish and earlier 
mod.Du. (Kilian) a heap of earth, esp. that on 
which the mark stands at a shooting-place, which 
is app. related to MLG., LG. ddle fern., grave with 
the mound of earth heaped over it.] 

1 . A boundary or landmark, consisting of a post, 
a stone, or an unploughed balk or strip of land. 

<71440 Promp. Parrr. 126/2 Dole, merke, met a. 2445 
Paston Lett. No. 46 I. 58 He hath pullid uppe the doolis, 
and seithe he wolle makyn a dyche fro the corner of his 
walle ..to the newe diche of the grete cloose. 1563 Homilies 
It. Rogation Week C1859' 496 Accursed be he. .whoremoveth 
his neighbours doles and marks. 2580 in Picton L'pool 
Mtmic. Rec. (1883) I. 54 The dowe stone or meire stone, 
which was placed and set by the Jury. i68x Worudge Diet. 
Rust., Dool, a green balk or mound between the ploughed 
lands in common fields, a 2825 Forby Vac. £. Anglia , 
Dool, Dole , a boundary mark in an uninclosed field. It is 
very often a low post; thence called a Dool-post. 1875 
Sussex Gloss., Doole , a conical lump of earth, about three 
feet in diameter, .and about two feet in height, raised to 
show the bounds of parishes or farms on the Downs. 

2 . Sc. (du 1 ). The goal in a game. 

a 1550 Christis Kirke Gr. xxii, Fresch men cam in and 
hail’d the dulis, And dang tham doun in dailis. 1721 
Ramsay Lucky Spence vii. Gar the kirk-boxie hale the 
dools. 1783 Tytler Poet. Rem. Jas. 1 , 187 (Jam.) When 
the [footjball touches the goal or mark, the winner calls 
out. Hail ! or it has hail’d the dulis. 1802 Sibbald Chron. 
Scot. Poet. II. 370 note (Jam.) In the game of golf, .when 
the ball reached the mark, the winner, to announce his 
victory, called, Hail dule ! 

3. at t rib., as dool-post , -stone. 

1580 Dole-stone [see above]. 1630 MS. Acc. St. John's 
Hosp.,Canlerb., Layd out for seauen dowlstones xviij d. 
a 1825 Dole-post (see above]. 1887 Kent. Gloss., Dole-stone , 
a landmark. 

Hence Dool v. irans to mark off by dools. 

1656 in MS. Conveyance, As it is now dowled, and allready 
sett out. 

Bool 2 , variant of Dole sbf > grief, mourning. 

Dool'e, obs. form of Dole sb. 1 , vA 
II Boolie, dooly (dsrli V F orms : 7 dowle, 

doola. 8-9 dooly, -lev, 9 doolee, ddli, erron. 
dhooly. [a. Hindi dolT a litter, a kind of sedan 
for women, etc., dim. of ddld swing, cradle, litter, 
f. Skr. dold litter, swinging cradle, f. did- to swing.] 
A rudimentary litter or palanquin used by the lower 
classes in India, and as an army ambulance. 

^1625 Hawkins in Purchas Pilgrims I. 435 (Y.) He sends 
choice Souldiers ... close couered, two and two in a Dowle. 
1665 Sir T. Herbert Trav. (1677) 66 The Doolaes w-ere no 
sooner dismounted, but that thereout issued the Amazones. 
1782 -3 W. F. Martyn Geog. Mag. I. 264 Doolies . . are only 
used by the very lower sorts of people, in cases of sickness 
or accident. 1804 A. Duncan Mariner's Chron. III. 124, 
I could not walk . . So they put us into dooleys, or cradles, 
fastened together with ropes. 1869 E. A. Park its Pract. 
Hygiene (ed. 3) 390 Order men wno cannot march to be 
carried in waggons, dhoolies, &c. 

2 . attrib as doolie-bearer. 

1862 Bpveridge Hist. India III ix. v. 655 The dhoolie- 
bearers followed the example. 1883 F. M. Crawford 
Mr. Isaacs xii. 253 A strong body of dooly- bearers. 

Booly, obs. form of Doly. 


Boom (d»m), sb. Forms ; t dom, 2-5 dom, 
3-7 do ne, 4-7 doome, (4 dum, Sc. dowme, 5 
Sc. doym, 7 dom.be), 4- doom. [Com. Tcut. 
sb. : OE. d6nt - OFris., OS. dSm, OHG., MHG. 
t U07?i, ON. do 77i r (Sw., Da. do 771), Goth. do7n-s \— 

O.Teut. *duj?io-z r lit. that which is put or set up, 
statute, ordinance, f. db-n to place, set : see Do v . 
(Cf. Gr. Oetus, f. stem Or]- to place, L. statutim, f. 
statudre.) Used as suffix in the form -dom.] 

1. A statute, law, enactment ; gen. an ordinance, 
decree. "'-Obs. exc. Hist. 

c Vesp . Psalter ix. 26 Bio <5 afirred domas Sine from 
onsiene his. c xooo ASlfric Exod. xxi. 1 Jpissynd |?a domas 
he h u him taecan scealt. a 1340 Hampole Psalter xiii. x 
pai hat haf forgeten God and his domes. 25x3 Douglas 
Hlneis 1. viii. 24 The domes of law prootmeis sche to thame 
then. 1669 Dryden Tyrannic Love 1. i, I have consulted 
one, who reads Heav’n’s Doom. 2844 Iungard A nglo-Sax. 
Ch. ( 1838) II. xii. 220 He revised the whole code of Auglo- 
Saxon law, and compiled a new book of dooms. 2874 
Green .short Hist. iv. § 4. 191 Tl-.e first Dooms of Londun 
provide especially for the recovery of cattle. 

2 . A judgement or decision, esp. one formally 
pronounced ; a sentence ; mostly in adverse sense, 
condemnation, sentence of punishment 

C900 tr. Ideda's Hist. iv. v. (1891) 278 Seon heo be^en 
b ’scopes dome scyldige. c 2275 Lamb. Hum. 103 Ufele 
Sitsunge. .macaS reaflac^ and unrihte domes, c 2205 Lay. 
4271 He sculde dom holien. 137 7 Langl. P. PL B. xv. 27 
Whan ich deme domes, pen is racio my rpjt name. 1467 
Nottingham Rec . II. 380 To obey, fulfille and perfourme 
the dome, ordenance and award of vs. 1596 Spenser 
F. Q. iv. v. 16 Then was that golden belt by doome 
of all Graunted to her. 164% Smectymnuus Answ. 
(1633) Post. 87 Thurstau refusing to stand to the Kings 
doom. 2709 Tatler No. 42 r 5 0 1 Partial Judge, Thy 
Doom has me undone. 1808 Scott Marm. m. Introd., 
Whose doom discording neighbours sought. 1888 Max 
MOller Nat. Rellg. vii. (1889) 173 They were not laws iu 
our sense of the word but dooms, decisions. 

f 3 . Personal or private judgement, opinion. As 
to my doom : in my opinion. Obs. 

a 1300 Cursor M. 4582 ( Cott.) O pis ioseph sal me hi dome, 
And giue me Jmr-of god consail. c 1386 Chaucer Monk's 
T. Prol. 49 As to my doom Thou art a maister whan thou 
art at hooin. c 1440 Capgpavk Life St. Kath. l 314 Ye 
may weeL suppose in yovre owen dome, c 1450 Merlin 387 
Yef he and the other ne hadcle not returned . . by my dom, 
tlier hadde not ascaped the halvendell. 1596 Spenser F. Q * 
iv. x. 21 The which did seeme, unto my simple doome, The 
onely pleasant and delightfull place. 2624 Wotton A rchit, 
in Redq. (1672) 67 The Age of the work upon which he 
must pass his Doom. 

tb. The faculty of judging; judgement, dis- 
crimination, discernment. Obs. 

£•1374 Chaucer Boeth. v. pr. ii. 152 It hah doom by 
whiche it discernih and deimh euery (ring. 1496 Dives 4 
Paup. (Wi de W.) 11. vi. 125/1 He must haue with hym 
dome, that is a good and a dyscrete auysemenq er he swere. 
1697 Dryden Virg. Georg, iv. 565 With, .unerring Doom, He 
sees what is, and was, and is to come. 

4 . Fate, lot, irrevocable destiny. (Usually of 
adverse fate ; rarely in good sense.) 

13.. E. E. Allit. P. C 203 Lo hy dom is he dy3t, for]>y 
dedes ille 1 1375 Barbour Bruce 1. *35 The angyr, na the 
wrechyt dome, That is covvplyt to foule thyridome, £1400 
Destr. Troy 7123 purgh domys of destany areuyt to noght. 
2594 Shaks. Rich. Ill, iv. iv. 2x7 All vnauoyded is the 
doome of Destiny. 2697 Dryden Virg, Georg, hi. hi 
And Age, and Death’s inexorable Doom. 1725 Pope 
Odyss. iv. 289 Such, happy Nestor ! was thy glorious doom. 
2855 Kingsley Heroes 1. (1868; 7 A stranger, whom a cruel 
doom has driven to your land. 

b. Final fate, destruction, ruin, death. 
cx6 00 Shaks. Sonn. xiv. 14 Thy end is truth’s and beauty’s 
doom and date. 1725 N. Robinson Th. Physick 244 The 
Patient must fall in the Conflict, and owe his Doom ., 
to the too rigid Rashness of his Physician. x86o_ Tyndall 
Glac. 1. xxii. 157 Irresistible dynamic energy, which moved 
them [glaciers] to their doom. 2874 Green Short Hist. 
vi. § 5. 323 Both the Cardinal and his enemies knew that 
the minister's doom was sealed. 

5 . The action or process of judging (as in a 
court of law) ; judgement, trial, arch. 

C950 Lind isf Gasp. John xii. 31 Nu is dom middan- 
geordes. a xaoo Moral Ode 169 (167] pe dom sal ben 
sone idon, ne last hit nowiht longe. 1340 Hampole Pr. 
Cause 5112 Als domesman to sit in dome, c 145 o Mir our 
Saluacioun 2194 Thai iedde hym arely fro thens to piiates 
dome. 1567 Satir. Poems Reform, iv. 105 Hangit syne but 
dome. 1667 Milton P. L. vi. 817 The: efote to mee thir 
doom he hath assign’d. 1850 Kingsley A It. Locke, Song 
17 The Judge is set, the doom begun ! 

6. The last or great Judgement at the end of the 
world ; also, a pictorial representation of this. 
aixh. (Now chiefly in phr. crack of doo7/i.) 

c 1200 Trin. Coll. Horn. 69 penche we ure giltes er |>e 
dom cume. 2393 Gower Conf. I. 97 He shall for the dome 
finall Yef his answere. C1400 Maundev. (18391 x - II 4 Lhe 
Doom schalle ben on Estre Day, suche tyme as our Lord 
aroos. 2529 More Dyaloge 11. Wks. x8o/i, I speke of 
Christes . . comming to the dread full dome. 2605 Shaks. 
Macb . iv. i. 1x7 What will the Line stretch out to' th’ cracke 
of Doome? a x8ooCowper Heroism 11 On a day, like that 
of the last doom. 2848 R. I. Wilbekforce Incarn. our 
Lord ix. < 1852) 204 When all nations shall behold Him at 
the crack of doom. 1874 Mickleth waite Mod. Par. 
Churches 323 The. .hobgoblins of mediaeval dooms. 

7 . Day of doom : the day of judgement : see Day 
sb. 8 b, and Doomsday. 

1340 Hampole Pr. Come. 2600 Our last day pat sal falle, 
Our day of d^me we may calle. <2x400 50 Alexander 
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309s So sail to j?e day of dome }>i dedis be remembrid. 
1536 Pilgr. Per/. (W. de W. 1531) 302 What answere shall 
ye make to your lorde at y daye of dome? 1649 Jek- 
Taylor Gt. Exemp. 11. vi. 19 The great scrutiny for faith in 
the day of doom. 1735 Pope Donne Sat. tv. 161 In sure 
succession to the day of doom. 1847 Emerson Repr. Men, 
Swedenborg Wks. (Bohni 1 . 331 Who, if a hail-storm passes 
over the village, thinks the day of doom is come. 

fb. transf The last day of one's life; the 
fatal day. Obs. (Cf. 4 b.) 

1588 Shaks. Tit. A. it. iii. 42- 2593 — Tick. IT, m. ii. 
189. 1393 — 3 Hen. VI, v. vi. 93 lie throw, thy body in 
another roome, And Triumph Henry, in thy day of Doome. 
f 8. Justice ; equity ; righteousness. Cf. J udge- 
ment. Obs. (Chiefly in versions of Scripture, or 
allusions thereto.) 

^825 Vesp. Psalter xcvi. 2 Hire rehtwisnis and dom 
gerecenis seldes his. c xooo Ags. Gosp. Matt, xxiii. 23 Ge 
forleton J>a J?ing }> e synt hefegran J?sere ae, dom, and 
mildheortnysse and geleafan. 1382 Wyclif Prov. xxi. 3 To 
do mercy and dom, more pleseth to the Lord, than 
sacrifices of victorie. c 1386 Chaucer Pars. T. P 518 Thou 
schalt swere in trouthe, in doom, and in right wisnesse. 
1563 87 Foxe A. $ M. (1684) I. 458/1 David in the Sauter 
saith; Blessed beth they that done dome and rightfulness, 
f 9 . Power or authority to judge ; gen. power, 
authority. Obs. 

c 1000 Ags. Gosp. John v. 22 Ne se fader ne demS nanum 
menn. Ac he sealde alcne dom }> am suna. <*1330 R. 
Brunne C/mm. (18x0) 100 To haf J?am at his dome. 13.. 
V. A lis. 2606 He sent messangers . . to al that weore at his 
dome. 1382 Wyclif John v. 22 Neither the fader iugeth 
ony man, but hath 3ouun al the dom to the sone. 
f 10 , A judge. Obs. rare. 

Perh. an error of transcription for Deme. 

13.. Minor Poems fr. Vernon MS. 627 per haunted til 
her hous . . Two domus of hat lawe. 1502 Arnolde Ckron. 
(1811) 162 Primate and chefe dome of cristen men. 

11 . attrib. (mostlv arch, or Obs.) as doom-giving, 

- kail , -place, -storm, -word, etc, ; f doom-house, 
a judgement-hall ; doom-ring {ArckxoT), a ring 
of stones forming the boundary of the old Norse 
courts of judgement ; + doom-settle, f -stool, 
judgement-seat ; f doom-stead, place of judge- 
ment; doom- tree, a tree on which the condemned 
were hanged. 

1399 Langu Rich. Redeles m. 329 At the *dome-3euynge. 
1870 Morris Earthly Par. III. iv. 293 Then gat he to the 
*doom-ha!l of the town.. And judged the people, £iooo 
Voc . in Wr.-W nicker 145 12 Curia, *domhus. c 1440 Promp. 
Parv. 126/2 Dome howse, pretormm. 1382 Wyclif Acts 
xxv. 10 At the *dom place of Cesar 1 stonde. 18.. 
Whittier King V aimer <S- Elsie i, Over heathen *doom- 
rings and gray stones of the Horg. 1893 S. O. Addy Hall 
of Waltheof 33 The circle near the Bar Dike may have 
been a doom-ring, cxooo Ags. Gosp. Matt, xxvii. 19 He 
sa et fia pilatus on his *dom-setle. a 1225 Juliana 55 Com 
, . biuore h e reue as he set on his dom seotle. 1876 
Athenaeum 8 July 48 That way to the *doomstead thrones 
The Aesir ride each day. <21225 Ancr. R. 306 Let skile 
sitten ase demare upon he *dom stol. 1837 Lockhart Scott 
ii, Elibank’s *‘doomtree’ extended its broad arms close to 
the gates of his fortress. 

Boom (cl / 7 m), v. Also 5-6 dome, 6 Sc. duxne, 
6-7 doome. [f. Djom rAJ 

1 . trails. To pronounce judgement or sentence 
upon ; to judge. Obs. or arch. exc. as in 2. 

£1450 (MSS. c i 600) Chester PL (E. E. T. S.) xxi. 354 
The general Resurrection . . when Christ is bowne to Dome 
both good and evill. 1502 Arnolde Ckron. (1811) 29 The 
goodys and catels of alle hem that before hem be domed. 
X533 Gau Richt Vay (1888) 15 They quhilk . . Iugis or dwmis 
oders wranguslie. 1633 P. Fletcher Purple 1 st. v. xlvi. 58 
There the equall Judge,. dooms each voice aright. 1813 
Byron Br. A hydos 11. xxi, N o deed they’ve done, nor deed 
shall do, Ere I have heard and doom’d it too. 

fb. with complement: To pronounce or deem. 
1742 Young Nt. Th, 11. 156 Time’s use was doom’d a 
pleasure ; waste, a pain. 

2 . To pronounce judgement or sentence against ; 
esp. to condemn to some fate. 

1588 Shaks. Tit. A. in. i. 47 Tribunes with their tongues 
doome men to death, 1393 “ Rich. II, v. i. 4 Cassars . . 
Tower: To whose flint Bosome, my condemned Lord Is 
doom’d a Prisoner, by prowd Bullingbrooke. 1645 Milton 
Colast. (1851) 372 He dooms it as contrary to Truth. 1849 
Macaulay Hist . Eng. I. 197 An act was passed which 
doomed him to perpetual exile. 1881 J owett Thncyd. 1 . 189 
A decree which doomed to destruction, .a whole city. 

3 . To destine or consign to some adverse fate or 
lot ; also sometimes in neutral sense, to any fate, 
good or ill. pa. pple. Destined, fated. 

1602 Shaks. Ham. 1. v. 10, I am thy^ Fathers Spirit, 
Doom’d for a certaine terme to walke the night. 1733 Pope 
Ess. Man in. 65 He. .feasts the animal he dooms his feast. 
*776 Gibbon Decl. $ F. I. xii. 255 You have doomed me to 
a life of cares. x86o Tyndall Glac. 1. ii. 19 Our hopes 
were doomed to disappointment, 1887 Bowen Virg. AEne.id 
1. 20 A nation . . Doomed in the future ages her Tyrian 
towers to destroy. 

4 . US. 1 local) ; see quots. 

18x6 J. Pickering Voc. U. S. s.v., When a person neglects 
to make a return of his taxable property, to the assessors of 
a town, those officers doom him; that is, judge upon, and 
fix his tax according to their discretion. 1888 Bryce A mer. 
Comnvw. II. n. xliii. X33 note. In New York, .if a person 
makes no return the assessors are instructed to ‘ doom ’ him 
according to the best of their knowledge and belief, 

5 . To decree ; to pronounce or fix as a sentence 
or fate; to destine; to adjudge. (With simple 
obj. or obj. clause.) 

1588 Shaks. Tit. A, iv. ii. X14 The Emperour in his rage 


will doome her death. 1669 Dryden Tyrannic Love 11. i. 
The Gods adjudg’d it Parricide, By dooming the Event on 
Caesar’s Side. 17x2-4 Pope Rape Lock 11. no Whether 
Heav’n has doom’d that Shock must fall. 1844 Ld. 
Brougham Brit. Const, xv. (1862) 227 Buckingham, whose 
fall he perceived was doomed. 

6. intr. To give judgement; to judge, decide. 
Obs. or arch, 

1591 Greene Maiden's Dreams xlii. 2 Doctors that well 
could doom of Holy Writ. 2662 Cokaine Ovid 1, iii. Dram. 
Wks. (1874) 228, I shall, in my opinion, doom aright, But 
wish that Jove had chose some other wight. 1876 Morris 
Sigurd 259 They drink in the hall together, they doom in 
tiie people’s strife. 

Hence Doomed ppl. a., Doo’ming vbl. sb. and 
ppl a. 

1596 Drayton Legends iv. 62 For which immedicable 
Blow.. Me dooming Heaven ordain’d. 1627-77 Feltham 
Resolves 1. xv. 24 A dooming to death. 1869 Freeman 
Norm. Conq. (18767 III. xii. 241 The. .doomed city. 

Boom, obs. f. Dome, Dumb ; var. of Doum. 
Doomage (d/7*med,3). U.S. {local), [f. Doom 
v. + ~agb.J The action of dooming [see Doom v. 
4) ; assessment in default. 

1792 J. Belknap New-H ampsh. III. 284 If any person 
refuse to give an invoice of his rateable estate, it is in the 
power of the selectmen ‘to set down to such person as much 
as they judge equitable, by way of doomage ; from which 
there is no appeal’. 1828 Webster, Doomage, a penalty 
or fine for neglect. 

Boombook (d/ 7 mbuk). Also dome-, domes-, 
doomsbook. [OE. dom-bdc, book of dooms.] 

1 . A book or code of (Old Teutonic) laws ; spec. 
that attributed to King Alfred and referred to in the 
laws of later West-Saxon kings. Obs. exc. Hist. 

a 925 Laws of Edward Preamble, [Swa] hit on Sapre dom- 
bec stande. <1940 Laws of At heist an 11. v. (Schmid), Bete 
be 8am 8e seo dom-boc secge. c xooo ./Elfrjc Horn. tTh.) 
11 . 198 05 beat he com to 8am dom-bocum 8e se Heofenlica 
Wealdend his folce %esette. 1660 R. Coke Power Ip Subj. 
159 If any one shall not pay, let him incur the punishment 
expressed in the Doom-book (Laws of K. Eadgar). 1765 
Blackstone Comm. I. 66 A new edition, or fresh promulga- 
tion, of Alfred’s code or dome-book. 1891 Atkinson Moor- 
land Par. 218 The records, .exist in the Doomsbooks. .of 
this country and other lands in the north of Europe. 

2 . transf. A book of doom or judgement. 

1837 Carlyle Fr. Rev. I. n. via, Cursed is that trade .. 
and is verily marked in the Doom-Book of a God ! 
Boomer (cbrmai). Now rare. [OE. dSmere 
judge, f. dom Doom sb. : see -er >. In later use f. 
Doom v ] One who dooms or pronounces sentence ; 
a judge. Cf. Deemster. 

c888 K. jElfred Boeth. xxvii. § 4 Heretogan and domeras 
.. hasfdon maestne weorj>scipe. cxooo Laws of /Elf red 
Introd. § r8 (Schmid) Swa him domeras sereccen. 1589 
Greenf, Tu H ie ' s Love(z6og)K ij,Be then. . impartialldoomers 
of my sine, c 1590 — Fr. Bacon x. 139 Fond Ate doomer 
of bad-boding fates. 1842 Lytton Zanoni vn. x, The 
power which dooms the doomer. 

Boomfal (d/7*mfulV a. [f. Doom rA-h-RUL.] 
draught with or involving doom ; fateful. 

1586 Spenser Spun. to Harvey, For Life, and Death, is in 
thy doomefull writing. 1630 J. Taylor (Water P.) Urania i. 
Wks. 1/1 Eternal God, which.. at the doomefull day will 
once unhaspe Th’ accusing booke of Subiects and of Kings. 
1837 Carlyle Fr. Rev. II, vi. vii, Think what a volley : 
reverberating doomful to the four corners of Paris. 
Booms (dumz), adv. Sc. [Origin uncertain. 
Prob. from Doom sb. Some have conjectured connexion 
with I cel. ddihdis- pretty, rather, prefixed to adjs. and ad vs. 
Cf. also Done adv. ] 

Very, exceedingly. 

1815 Scott Guy M. xxxii, it was not sae dooms likely 
that he would go down into battle wi’ sic sma’ means.’ x8i6 
— - Old Mart, xxiii, ‘I wasna that dooms stupid.’ 1893 
Stevenson Catriona 20 My case is dooms hard, 

Doomsday (d/7'vnzd^)* [OE. domes dxg, ME. 
domes dei, dai , day of judgement : see Doom sb.~\ 

1 . The judgement day. 

£975 Rnshw G. Matt. x. 15 At domes dsexe. cxooo Ags. 
G. ibid., On domes dae^. £1x75 Lamb. Horn. 95 On his 
efter to-come is on domes deie. <2x225 Ancr. R. 58 
Heo is gulti . .and schal uor his soule onswerien a Domesdei. 
a 1300 Cursor M. 498 (Cott.) And stia sal do to domes dai. 
1533 Cau Richt Vay (1888) 34 Yairsal be na generacione 
na corrupcipne efter dwmis day. x6oi Shaks. Jul. C. m. i. 
98 Men, Wiues, and Children, stare, cry out, and run, As it 
were Doomesday. 1742 Young Nt. Th. 1. 366 The present 
moment terminates our sight; Clouds, thick as those on 
doomsday, drown the next, 

b. esp. in phr. : Till doomsday : to the end of 
the world, as long as the world lasts, for ever. 

£1200 Ormin 17682 All j?att folic }>att fra ]>iss da^B Till 
Domess da33 shall wurrj?enn. £1330 R. Brunne Ckron. 
IVace (Rolls) 8734 Hit myght laste til Domesday. 1553 
T. Wilson Rhet. (1567) 103 a, If a man should aske me 
till Doumes daie, I would still crie silence, silence. x6o6 
Shaks Ant. Cl v. ii.232 Whenthou hast done this chare, 
He giue thee leaue To play till Doomesday. 1850 Carlyle 
Latter-d. Pamph. i. 4 Questions which all official men 
wished . . to postpone till Doomsday. x886 F roude Oceana 
233 They might have waited till Doomsday in the afternoon 
before [etc.]. 

C. transf. A day of judgement or trial, when 
sentence is pronounced. Also, a day of final disso- 
lution, as at the end of the world. 

1579 Lyly Euphues (Arb.l 181 Dost thou not knowe that 
euery ones deathes daye is bis do[o]mes daye? 1594 Shaks, 
Rich. Ill, v. i. 12 Why then Al-soules day is my bodies 
doomsday. 164a Fuller Holy # Prof. St. m. xxiii. 2x5 


This bell was taken down at the doomsday of abbeys. 1831 
Carlyle Sart. Res. 11. vi, His sudden bereavement , .is talked 
of as a real Doomsday and Dissolution of Nature. 

2. - Domesday : the usual spelling in 1 7 - 1 8 th c., 
still used, esp. in fig. or transf. senses. 

3 . attrib. 

1649 Milton Eikon. iii. (1851] 358 The Kings admirers 
may , . mistake this Book for a Monument of his worth and 
wisdom, when as indeed it is his Doomsday Booke. 1654 
Trapp Comm. Esther iv. 8 That dreadful day of judgement, 
when that doomes-day book shall be opened. 1781 Cowper 
Hope 693 Conscience . . writes a Doomsday sentence on his 
heart. 1842 C. Whitehead Richard Sa7>age (1845) III. 
ix. 420 Long doomsday faces. 

Boo msman, [early ME. domes man, man of 
judgement : see Do *m jA] A judge, deemster. 

<2x200 Moral Ode 260 Med^ierne domes men and wrong- 
wise reuen. 1382 WycUf Matt. v. 25 Lest perauenture 
thin aduersarie take thee to the domesman, and the 
domesman take thee to the mynystre, and thou be sente in 
to prisoun. £1440 Gesta Rom. via. 21 (Hail. MS.) pe 
domys-man come to pe Cite, for to sitte vp on brekers of pe 
lawe. X493 Festivall (W. de Worde 1515) 4 b, Our lorde 
Ihesu Cryste his domesman. <1x640 [see Dqomster 2]. 
1708 Termes de la Ley 268 Doomsman, seems to be Suitors 
in a Court of a Mannor in Ancient Demesne, who are J udges 
there. 1839 Bailey Festus xxx. 342 Behold in me the 
doomsman of your race. 

attrib. 1483 Caih. Angl . 103/2 A domesman sete, 
tribunal. 

Doomster (d?7‘mst3i). In 5 domstere. [modi- 
fication of demesier , Dempstee, Deemster, after 
Doom v. and 

1 . A judge, doomer. arch. 

1442 Cursor M. 9737 (Bedford) Fadir, rightwis_ domstere ! 
x86x Lowell Poet. Wks. (1890) IV. 4 Then let him hearken 
for the doomsterV feet! 1882 Sat. Rev. ix Nov. 627 
Doomsters. .propounding their own construction of rubrical 
niceties with Sinaitic thunders. 

2. In a Scottish court of law, the official (usually 
the executioner) who formerly read or repeated the 
sentence; =D,mpstek 2 . 

1609 Skene Reg. May. 158 The Domster sould besworne. 
<2x640 Jackson Creed x. xlix. § 2 They will, be enforced 
to borrow a more fit expression of His office from our sister 
nation, and instyle Him to be the doomster or doomsman of 
the quick and the dead. 1816 Scott Old Mart, xxxvi, 
‘DoomsterV he continued, ‘repeat the sentence to the 
prisoner ’. x86x W. Bell Diet. Law Scot. s.v. Doom, The 
doom orsentence was. pronounced by the public executioner, 
or doomster as he was called — a barbarous practice, which 
was abolished by Act of Adjournal, 16th March 3773. 

attrib. x88i Palgrave Visions of Eng. 13/ Before is the 
doomster-day. And. .the shambles of Fotheringay. 

Boon, -e, obs. ff. Do v.. Done, Down, Dun. 
Door (dd'u). F orms : 1 duru, 2-5 {Sc. 4- 9) 
dure, 4-6 durr(e,4-7 dur, (5 duyr), 6 Sc. dnir(e, 
dwr, dourre ; also 1-5 dor, 3-7 dore, (4 doer, 
5 doyre, 6 dower), 6-7 doore, 7- door; also 
1 dyr, 2-3 dyre. [OE. duru, fern. 2/- stem, not 
found elsewhere in Teat., but from the same base 
dur-, as the equivalent words in the other langs. ; 
cf. OHG .turi, an orig. plural, which became a fem. 
sing., MHO. tier, Ger. thilr{e, ODu. duri pi. 
(MDu. dare, dore, Du. deur fem. sing.), OS. duri, 
ON. dyrr fem. pi. (and n.), Sw. dorr f., Da. 
ddr\ also Goih. daurbns pi. weak fem. OE. had also 
dor neut., pi. doru, large door, gate = Goth, daur, 
OS. dor, OHG. tor, Ger. thor gate. The same stem 
dhur dhwdr - appears in Skr, dvr, dwdr, Gr, 6 b pa, 
lu. fores. The two OE. t\ pes duru, and dor appear 
to have been mixed in ME., where, beside dure and 
dor, are also found dur and dore. Tore pre- 
vailed in i6th c., and is found as late as 1684 ; door 
appeared in 1 6th c., and at length supplanted dore 
in writing, though now pronounced like the latter. 

The spelling door points to an earlier pronunciation with 
ii or u from ME. close 0, which is further attested by Sc. 
dure (dSr) (also in Oath. Angl .1483), and is considered by 
Luick as a northern lengthening of OE. n. The current 
pronunciation may be a retention of that evidenced for 
16th c. dore by quot. 1 593 in 1 8 ; but it may also be a 
more recent modification of (dii /), as in the case of floor, 
and vulgar pronunciations of moor, poor, as more, pore ] 

1 . A movable barrier of wood or other material, 
consisting either of one piece, or of several pieces 
framed together, usually turning on binges or 
sliding in a groove, and serving to close or open a 
passage into a building, room, etc. 

a. in form duru, dure {dyre), durre, dur (after 1500 Sc,). 

Beowulf 1447 (Th.) Duru sona on-arn fyr-bendum fast. 
£ xooo Ags. Gosp. Matt. xxv. 10 Seo duru was beloceu 
\Lindisf. getyned was Se dura]. Ibid. Mark i. 33 Eall seo 
burhwaru was ^egaderod to duran [Lindisf. to dura 
vel to Rnshw. to dore vel geat. rxxfio Hatton Je- 
gadeied to j^are du’e.l £1025 J uteri, v. Rule St. Benet 
(j 888) 78 JEtforan dyran. c 1x75 Lamb . Horn. 87 And merki 
mid [>an blode hore duren. £1250 Gen. § Ex. 1082 Al 8at 
ni^t he soften Sor Se dure. 1375 Barbour Bruce 11. 61 Thai 
brak the d ur. £ 1400 Destr. T roy 1 1 890 The d urres to vndo. 
£1420 Chron. Vilod. 931 ]?edurus of b’chapelle. X483 Cath. 
Angl. jii/i Dure (A. Duyr), hostium. 1546 J. Heywood 
Prov. (1867) 16 Ye beg at a wrong mans dur [rime 
stur], 1562 Win^et^ Cert. Tractates i. Wks. 3888 I. 2 
Calking of the durris. _ 1563 — Four Scoir Thre Quest. 
Wks. 1888 1 , 87 The duiris being closit, a *605 Montgomerie 
Sonnets lxv. ix To come ouir the dur. 1609 Skene Reg. 
May., Burrow Lawes 126 Lipper men.. sail not gang fra 
dure to dure. 


BOOB, 
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in form nW*(OE..=gate, pi. doru), dore {doer), 

ciooo Ags. Ps. (Th.) xcix. 3 Gad nu on his doru. Ibid. cvi. ; 
15 ffCren dor. t xooo Sax. Leechd. III. 56 HohSa wyrte on ... 
J?an dore. c 1205 Lay. 2382 Newer ne ferde heo wid uten dore. 
x 297 R. G louc.( 1 7 24)495 And the doren after horn . . loke vaste. . 
a 1300 Cursor M. i682 (Cott.) Maka dor [v.rr. dore, dur]. ; 
334a Ham pole Pr. Cause. 3451 When hem spekes sharppely 
til j>e pure, pat sum gode askes at hi dore. c 1386 Chaucer 
Millers T. 280 Whil pat J?ou Robyn heuest of the dore 
{rime vnderspore]. 1483 Catk. Angl. 104/1 Dore(^J. Doyre), 
hostium. 1563 Mirr. Mag., Jane Shore IL7 To begge from 
dore to dore. 1593 Shaks. Rich ... II, v. lii. 77 Open the 
dore, A Begger begs, that neuer begg’d before. 1644 Milton 
Areop. (Arb.) 59 Other dores which cannot be shut. 1684 
Bunyan Pilgr. n. 12 And knocked at her Dore. 

y. in forms {dower, dourr) doore, door. 

1504 Plumpion Corn. 186 None, .shall not pas the dowers. 
1509-28 Wynkyn de Worde's edd. of R. Coer de Lion 
1934 Doors and windows barred fast. 1533 Gau Richt 
Vay {1888) 61 Quhen y-' disciplis. -haid closit the dourris. 
1548 Hall Ckron.', Hen. VIII 3 b, At the haule doore. 
3589 Puttentiam^ Eng. Poesie it. viii. (Arb.) 94 If one : 
should rime to this word [Restore] he may not match him . 
with [Doore] or [Poore] for neither of both are of like 
terminal'll. 1611 Bible Gen. iv. 7 Sinne Iieth at the doore 
[Coverd. in the dore]. 1662 Wood Life (Oxf. Hist. Soc.) 

I. 462 Before the west doore. 1760* Foote Minor 11. 
Wks. 1799 I. 269 Well, do so no more, Drop, to atone, your 
money at the door, And, if I please,— I’ll give it to the poor 
{triple rime]. 1816 Keatinge Tran. I, 297 They cannot 
venture . . to be seen beyond their own doors. 

b. With various qualifications, as chamber-, 
front-, hall-, house-, kitchen -, side-door . ; etc. q.v. 
under their first elements ; also Back-, Church-, 
Folding-door, etc. 

Double door(s), a door consisting of two leaves, opening in 
the centre; also, two doors, one behind the other, dosing 
the same opening, to prevent draughts, etc.; glass door , 
a door consisting mainly of glass panels ; sliding door, 
a single or double door that opens by sliding into a recess. 

1785 Sarah Fielding Ophelia xv, The glass-door to the 
closet. 1840 Dickens Old C. Shop II. v. 36 This posture of 
affairs Mr. Brass observed through the glass-door. — Barn . 
Pudge xx viii, Hugh closed the double doors behind him. 
1871 Carlyle in Mrs. Carlyle's Lett. III. 377 The double 
door from her bedroom went wide open. 

e. With definite or indefinite numerals, express- 
ing position in a series or row, and hence indicating 
the room or house to which the door belongs. 

1669 Stormy Mariners Mag. iv, At the Cross-daggers in 
Moor-fields, next door to the Popes Head Tavern, a 1735 
Arbuthnot (J.), Martin's office is now the second door m 
the street, where he will see Parnel. 3776 Trial of 
Nundocomar 22/2 [He] lives three doors from the house 
I inhabited, 3885 Law Times Rep. UII, 439/1 Having 
taken offices a few doors off*. 

2 . The opening or passage into a building or 
room, which may be closed by a door; a doorway. 
t 3382 Wyclif 1 Kings xix. 13 Helias. .goon out, he stode 
in the dore of the denne. c 3450 St. Cnthbert (Surtees) 7394 
pe bisehope in j?e dure stode. 1595 Shaks. Merry IV. 1 u. 
v. 103 They . . met the iealous kilaue their Master in the 
doore. 1736-7 tr. Key sleds Trav. (1760) III. 252 On the 
left-hand as one enters the door. 3841 Lane A rab, JVls. I. 
107 A door, which she entered. 

8. Jig. A means of entrance or exit (in quot 
1526 a means of closing] ; esp. in phr. To open a 
door to or for: to render possible the admission of ; 
to furnish opportunity or facility for; so to close 
the door upon , and the like. 

cZz$ Vesp. Psalter cxl. 3 Duru ymbstondnisse weo[le]rum 
minum. 971 Blickl. Horn. 9 Heofonrices duru. c 1315 
Shoreham 55 Inewyt hys the dore-ward, The doren wyttes 
fyye. 3382 Wyclif 1 Cor. xvi. 9 A greet dore and euident 
. . is openyd to me. 3526 Pilgr. Perf.{y$. de W. 3531) 13 1 b, ■ 
Than shall the dore of discrecyon be put to our mouth. 1570 
Buchanan Admonitiotin Wks. (1892) 31 Y« prouidence of 
god had. closit y» dur to all yair wickitnes. 1648 T. Gage 
New Smvey W. Ind. xxi. iqi But this doore of hope 
was fast shut up. 1670 Cla rendon Contempt. Ps. Tracts 
(*727) 561 To ., open a door for the most confounding 
Atheism to break in. 1707 Lond. Gaz. No. 4342/1 Opening 
a Door to the French to assault us that Way, 1863 King- 
lake Crimea (1 8;6) I. xii. 193 Which left open a door to 
future negotiation. 

4 , transf. Anything resembling a doer in its 
motion or use ; a lid, valve ; an opening, a passage. 

3663 Hooke Microgr. 46 How those Atoms come to be 
hindred from running all out, when a dore or passage in 
their Pores is made, 1732 J. Morton Nat. Hist. Northampt. 
12 Ash-Timber, for the Doors of Bellows. 3719 London & 
Wise. Compl. Gard. 169 A small Padlock fix’d to the Door 
of the Basket. 1840 Greener Sc. Gunnery 259 Place on 
this the cap, shut the door, cock your gun. 

5. Phrases, a. ^ At door: at the door; out at 

door, -s, = out of doors ; in at door , -s, , = indoors 
(obs.). See also A-jdoors. In doors : within doors, 
in or into the house : see Indoors. Next door ( to ) : 
in the next house (to) ; hence fig. very near (to), 
bordering (on). Out (f forth ) ofdooj\s : out of the 
house ; in the Open air, abroad ; hence fig. out of 
place, lost, abroad, irrelevant,, worthless (obs.), 
f To ( the\ door : out of the house or room (obs.). 
Within door(s: in a house or building, indoors ; 
also fig. so as not to be heard outside the door. 
Without doors.: out of doors. : , 

c 1386 Chaucer Nun's Priest's T. 55 7 Out at dores stirten 
they anon, c 3450 Merlin 32 Merlyn .. was gon ou-te at dore; 
3546 J. Heywoqd Prop. (1867 1 82 He turnde hir out at doores. 
3362 W IN3ET Last 2>Ar.y/Wks.T888 1, 4s Repellit and schot to 
the dure. 1577 N t. A ug. Manual 7a Love driveth feare out 
of doores. 1381 G. Petti e tr .Guazzo's Civ . Coitv. m, (1586) 
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15 6 Some fathers will not suffer their Daughters to set their 
foote fqorth of dores. 1583 M u lc aster/W / ions viii. (1887) 
53 One to be vsed within dores, and the other abroade. 1593 
Spenser Col. Clout 711 Out of doore quite shit. 1604 Shaks. 
Oth. iv, ii. 144 Speake within doore. 1633 G. Herbert 
Temple, Praise iv, May dwell next doore, On the same 
fioore. . <23639 W. Whateley Prototypes 11, xxxi. (1640) 318 
Hee may sit without doores long enough. 1630 Trapp 
Comm. Exod. x, 28 Destruction is at next door by. 1637-8 
Burton's Diary (1828) II. 456 All precedents are out of 
doors in this case. 3682 Bunyan Holy War P ref. 139 
Well, now go forward, step within the dores. 1699 Col- 
lier Sec. Defence (1730) 324 A Place where Thinking is 
out of Doors. 3739 De Foe Crusoe 1. xvi, I kept .. within 
doors. Ibid. n. i, To be next door to starving. 1 bid. n. xvi, 
That Objection is out of Doors. 1794 Wolcott (P. Pindar) 
Roivl. for Oliver Wks. II. 378 Kick the Arts and Sciences 
to door. 3816 Keatinge Trav. (1817) I. 298 A Jew is not 
permitted to appear without-doors save in black. 1857 Ld. 
Houghton in Wemyss Reid Life (1891) II. xii. 19 These 
children . . live . . put of doors all day. 1873 E. White Life 
in Christ 1. i. (1878) 20 It is next door to cannibalism. Mod. 
You had better remain in doors. 

6. f To drink or eat out of doors : to bring to des- 
titution by excessive drinking or eating : cf. Eat v. 
4 a. J To fetch at the doors of: to obtain from. 
To lay , lie, or be at the door of : to impute, or be 
imputable or chargeable to. f To leap over the 
door : to escape, run out. T To set one's hand to the 
door : to apply oneself diligently, f To set behind 
the door: see quot. 1552. To darken a door : see 
Darken 6 b. r To keep open doors : see Open. 

3552 Latimer Serin. St. Andrew’s Day Wks. II. 262 
They say when a man will be rich, he must set his soul 
behind the door; that is to say, he must use falsehood and 
deceit. 3579 Tomson Calvin’s Serin. Tim. 464/2 We must 
not therefore spare our seines, .but set our handes to the 
dore, as the prouerbe is. 1658-9 Burton’ s Diary (3828) IV. 
10 A part of the Commonwealth has leaped over the door. 
Ibid. 166 It is so much for your honour., to have the Scotch 
fetch their laws at your doors. 3659 D. Pell Impr. Sea 437 
Many Sailors drink . . wives and children out of doors. 1683 
Lond. Gaz. No, 1835/3 The fault will lye at their doors. 
3703 W. Wotton Hist. Rome 299 The Blood . . must all be 
layd to his door. 1749 Fielding Tom Jones 1. vii, You 
have in a manner laid your sins at my door. 3833 Tennyson 
Lady Clara vi, The guilt of blood is at your door. 

f C. Is the wind in: at) that door ? — is the wind 
in that quarter ?, is that the tendency of affairs? 

3470-85 Malory A rthurvu. xxxv, ‘ What t nettewe, is the 
wynde in that dore'? 1589 Marprel. Epit. Biv, Is tlve 
winde at that dore with you brother deane ? 3596 Shaks. 
1 Hen. IV, in. iii. 102. 1668 Dryden Evening's Love iv. i, 

Is the Wind in that Door? Here ’s like to be fine doings. 

7 . attrib. and Comb. a. attrib., as door- arch, 
-1 archway , - curtain , - handle , -jamb , -key, -knob, 
-knocke?\ -latch, -lintel, -lock, -panel, -porch, -ring, 
-scraper, etc. b. objective and obj. genitive, as 
door-banging, -dressing, - opener , -warder, c. door- 
like adj., door-wise adv. 

3886 Willis & Clark Cambridge II. 162 A square-beaded 
*door-arch. 170 7 Lond. Gaz. No. 4364/4 Window-Curtains, 
and * Door-Curtains. 3874 Knight Diet. Meek., * Door- 
fastener , a portable contrivance for fastening a door. 3849 
Grqte Greece n. xxxix. V. 64 heaving the hands still 
hanging to and grasping the *door-handle. 1837 Marryat 
Dog-fcnd II. iii. (L.) Leaning against the *door-jamb for 
support. 1838 Dickens, O. Twist xxvi. Fumbling in his 
pocket for the *'door key. — Nick. Nick, xv, When Lords 
break off ^door-knockers and beat policemen. 1875 W. 
M Ilwrait h Guide Wigtownshire 75 Shattered Moor- 
lintels. 1634 Evelyn Diary 16 July, A More-lock of a 
tolerabld price. ' 3787 Hawkins Life Johnson 123 A repre- 
sentation of St. John’s gate .. on the Moor-pannel. 3535 
Coverdale Ezek.x Ivi. 2 Then shal the prynce come vnder 
the More porche, & stonde still without by the dore chelce. 
1682 Milton Hist. Mosc. v . (1851) 508 Such a terrible 
noise, as shakes the *Door- rings of Houses.. ten mile off. 
3616 Surfx. & Markh. Country Farms 87 It must be made 
higher than the Mor-window. 1798 Charlotte Smith 
Young Philosopher II. 32 One sash opening ^door-wise. 

8. Special combs. ; door-alarm (see quot.) ; 
door-boy, a boy who guards the door of a passage 
in a mine ; door-fall, the falling door of a trap ; 
door-frame, (a) a door-case (Nicholson Tract. 
Builder 1823) ; (b) the structure forming the 
skeleton of a panelled door ; t door-gate, an en- 
trance: door-head, the upper part of a door-case ; 
door-land (Sc.), a plot of ground near a door (For- 
syth Beatilies Scot l IV . 254); door-money, 
money taken at the door of a place of entertain- 
ment ; i* door-neighbour, a near or next-door 
neighbour ; door-piece f(tr) a curtain before a 
door; {b) see quot. 1869 ; J door-pin, the 4 pin * 
or bolt of a door ; door-plane (see quot.) ; door- 
sign, a sign upon a door ; door-stone, a threshold 
stone, a flagstone before a door ; door-stop, a 
device to stop a door from opening too widely or 
closing too forcibly ; also, the slip of wood against 
which it shuts in its frame ; door-swell, a kind of 
swell-box in an organ ; door-weed, a name for 
Tplfgotmm aviculare (Punglison. Med. Lesc.y 857). 

3874 KmcmDict, Mech., * Door-alarm, a device attached 
to a door, to give an audible notice when the door is opened. 
3624 Bedell Letl. xxx. 59 By the most ehaffie shrap that 
euer was set before the eyes of winged Fowle, [you] were 
brought- to the Moorefall. 3889 R. B. Anderson tr, Ryd- 
berg’s Teut. Myihol . 214 The Moor- frames were covered 
with the soot of centuries. <*1529 Skelton Womanhod, 


Wanton, $c. r 26 Of youre Moregate ye haue no doute. 
1703 Moxon Mech. Exerc* 142 *Door-head. 3894 H. 
Speight Nidderdale 410; , The Moordintel . . was . * put hi 
the door-head of the new cow-house, 3806 A. Duncan 
Nelson's Fun, 15* Door-money was demanded as at a puppet- 
show. 1362? Durham Depositions (Surtees) 70 She saith 
she is, ther Moore neighbour. 3733 C. M. Let. to Curate 
14 Would they deny it to the Scots their door Neighbours.? 
3611 Cotgr.,, Garde-porte, a peece of Tapistrie hung before 
an open dore ; a More-peece. 1869 R. B. Smyth Gold-f. 
Victoria 609 Door-piece— That portion of a lift of pumps 
in which the Clack or valve is situate, c 1250 Gen. # Ex. 
1078 Dis angels two dro3en loth in And shetten to 6e Mu re- 
pin. a 3300 K. Horn 1003 Rymenhild undude }?e dure pin. 
3876 Gwilt Archil. Gloss Door-Plane, the plane between 
the door proper, and the larger opening, within which it 
may be placed. 3836 Scott Old Mort. viii, ‘ Ne'er cross the 
Moor-stane.’ 1883 Young Every Man own Mechanic 
§ 1285 The Moor-stops may be nailed to the casing and the 
door hung, 3852 Seidel Organ 27 The roof of Moor swell 
. .when accurately constructed (of oak wood), is the best. 

Boora, doorah, var, of .Burba. 
t Boo*r-ban&. Obs. A strip-hinge (see Band 
3) ; also, (?) the bolt or fastening of a door. 

3379 Mem. Ripon (Surtees) III. 102 Et in j doreband 
elongand. ibid'em, id. 34. . Nom. in Wr.-Wiilcker 733/25 
Hie gumf ns, a dorbande. 1530 Compotus in Poulson 
Beverlac (1829) 622 Pro 4 doore bands 12 d. . 

tBoo*r-bar. Obs. [see Bar sbf 8.] A bar 
of wood, iron, etc. put across a door to secure it. 

33. . Sir Ben es 1622 + 43 (MS. C) The dorebarre he tokeyn 
honde And slewe all )>a.t he j?ere fonde. c 1425 Voc. in Wr.- 
W flicker 667/39 Hoc re pagulum, dofebar. 3S75 J. Still 
Gamm. Gurton v. ii. in Hazl. Dodsley III. 242 Onles thy 
head and my doore-bar ky. te. 1617 Janua Ling. 742 The 
snaile creepeth beyond the doore-barres, ■ 

Doo r-bell. a. A bell in a house, connected 
with the door by a wire, and rung by means of a 
handle, b. A bell fixed on a door or door-case so 
as to be rung in opening the door ; — door-alarm. 

C1835 Jane Austen Persuas. (1833) II. ii. 330 Lady 
Russell could not hear the door-bell. 3875 Talmage A round 
Tea-table ii. 8 The storm was so great that the door-bell 
went to sleep. 

Boot- case, [Case sbfi 5.] The case or 
frame lining a doorway, in which the door is hung. 

3596-7 Bond in Ducarel Hist. Croydon App. (1783) 154, 
x d. the foote, for the dore cases. 1665 Pepys Diary 7 Sept., 
The window-cases, door-cases, and chimneys, of all the 
house are marble. 1762-71 H. Walpole Ferine's Anecci. 
Paint . (1786) III. 147 Door-cases of alabaster with rich 
foliage. 1886 Willis & Clark Cambridge I. 489 The west 
door-case, .appears to be of the same yellow stone. 

BoOT-ciieek. Now north, dial. [Cheek sb. 
9.] One of the side-posts of a door ; a door-post. 

’CSSS Coverdale Isa. vi. 3 The geastes and dorechekes 
moued at their crienge. 3603 Holland Pliny II. 313 The 
side posts or dore cheeks of any house. 1612-15 Bp. Hall 
Contempt, O. T. viii. i, The destroying angel sees the 
doore-cheekes of the Israelites sprinkled with red. 1818 
Scott Hrt. Midi, x, * I daur ye. .to name sic a word at my 
door-cheek 1 ' 1855 E. Waugh Lane. Life (1857) 198 A 
hale old man.. leaned against the door-cheek. 

Doore, obs. f. Door, Doweh. 

Doored (do-ud), a. [f. Door + -ei> 2 .] Having 
a door or doors ; chiefly in comb., as low-doored. 

1839 Bailey Festus t'1854) 97 The open doored cottages. 
3861 Neale Notes Dalmatia , etc. 25 It is beset with . . 
doored pews. 1892 E. Reeves Homeward Bound 304 
Opening, .by doored archways. 

(Dooring, error for door-ring: see in 7.] 
DooT-keeper, doo rkeeper. One who keeps 
or guards a door; a janitor, porter, ostia ry. 

3535 Coverdale i Chron. x. [ix/j 26 Vnto these foure maner 
of chefe dorrkepers were the Leuites committed. — Ps. 
Ixxxiii. [lxxxiv.] 10 A dore keper in the house _ of my pod. 
1576 Fleming Panopl. Epist. 354 The dogge is a diligent 
dorekeeper. 3608 Shaks. Per. xv. vi. 126 Avaunt, thou 
damned door-keeper 1 3809-10 Coleridge Friend [1865) 
179 Privileged , . to pass into the theatre without stopping at 
the door-keeper’s box. 

BootIcss, a. [see -Less.] Having ho door. 

a 3200 Grave in. Erlanger Beitr. (1890) 11 Dureleas is 
Sset bus. <2 3200 Worcester Fragm. ibid. 3 On durelease 
huse. 1838 Scott Hrt. Midi, xii, The doorless gateway. 
3876 A. Arnold in Contemp. Rev. June 41 Doorless hovels. 

Doorman : see Doorsman. 

Boor-mat. A mat placed before a door for 
cleaning the shoes before entering. 

3663 Hooke Microgr. 6 A very convenient substance to 
make Bed-matts, or Door-matts of. 3808 Med. Jml. XIX; 
541 Of this plant . . door mats or basses are made. 3884 
J. W. Ebsworth Roxb. Ball. V. 11. p. xi, Our jesting here 
upon the door-mat with the Reader. 

Boor-nail. A large-headed nail, with which 
doors were formerly studded for strength, protec- 
tion, or ornamentation ; now chiefly in the alli- 
terative phr. as dead, deaf, dumb , dour, as a door- 
nail ; see Dead tz. 32 b., Deaf a. 1 d., etc. . 

(Conjectured by Todd to be ‘ The nail on which in ancient 
doors the knocker struck No evidence of this appears.) 

c 3350 [see Dead a. 32 b]. 3350 in Riley Lond. Mem. 
(1868) 262, 3000 dornail . . 7200 dor nail, a 3400-30 A lexander 
4747 Dom as a dore-nayle & defe was he bathe. i 593 " 
1680 [see Dead 32 b.]. 1854 Mrs. Gaskell North <jr 6. 

xvii, Thornton is as dour as a doornail. 3866 Rogers Agric. 
4- Prices 1 . 497 Door-nails, floor and roof-nails. 

Boorne, obs. f. Dubn. 

Boo*r-place. A place for a door; a doorway^ 

3552 Huloet, Dore, place or stz&fe, hypothyrules. , 368* 
Otway, SoldieBs Fort. v. i. Wkg. 1728 I. 430, I have dis- 
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cover’d a Door-place in the wall. 1805 Mod. Land, 189 
A door-place now walled up, which led into the. .church. 

Do0*r-plate. A plate, usually of metal, on 
the door of a house or room, bearing the name, etc. 
of the resident. 

1823 Spirit Pub . Jrnts. (1824) 94 Door plates of misters 
and dames. 1836-9 Dickens S/e. Boz (1850) 70/1 The brass 
door-plate. 1884 F. M. Crawford Rom, Singer I. 23 A 
marble door-plate, engraved in black with his name. 

Boo'ispost. The post on each side of a door- 
way, on one of which the door is hung. 

*535 Coverdale Ezek. xlv. 19 The dorepostes of the ynner- 
mer courte. 1551 Crowley Pleasure fy Payne 93 Ye deafe 
dorepostisj coulde ye not heare? 1840 Dickens Old C. 
Shop xviii, The landlord was leaning against the door- 
post. 

DooT-sill. The sill or threshold of a door. 

1363-87 Foxe A. 4- M. (1596)259/1 To Rome, .to uisit the 
doorsels of the Apostles \limina Apastolorum\ x68x W. 
Robertson Phraseol. Gen . (1693) 494 A door-cill, or thres- 
hold of a door. 1738 Johnson Idler No. 15 f 2 She. .stands 
gaping at the door-sill. x86x Geo. Eliot Silas M, i. (L.), 
He invited no comer to step across his door-sill. 

DoOTSman, doo'rmau. An attendant at the 
door of a shop or place of entertainment. 

1838 Evening Star 18 June, Doorsman to a photographic 
artist. 1893 Daily News 10 Jan. 5/2 A ‘ doorsman,’ whose 
business it was to, .invite the patronage of the public. 

BOOT-Stead. [Stead, a place.] A place for 
a door ; a doorway. 

1352 [see Door-place.] 1607 Nottingham Rec. IV. 283 
That the doresteades be walled vp. 1617 in Willis & Clark 
Cambridge (1886) I. 204 Two doorsteedes with free stone 
lames and white stone heddes. 1767 Warburton Lett. 
(1809) 392 Did nobody clog up the King’s door-stead more 
than I. 1849 Fraser’s 3 lag. XL. 540 He was struck with 
lightning on his grandmother’s doorstead. 

b. A timber framing, like a door-case, used to 
support the roof of a gallery, in coal-mining. ? Ohs. 

1747 Hooson Miner’s Diet . Giij, The Side-pieces, .we 
call Doorsted- Forks ; they have a collar on the Top-end in 
which the Head-tree resteth. 

Doo’r-step. The step at the threshold of a 
door, raised above the level of the ground outside. 

1810 Cromek Rem. Nithsdale Song 301 (Jam.) Coupe 
yere dish-water farther frae yere door-step. 1840 Dickens 
Old C. Shop II. x. 74 She. .sat down upon a door-step. 1874 
L. Stephen Hours in Library (1802) II. vi. 200 The 
prudent person whose charity ends at his own doorstep. 

tDoo*r-tree. Ohs. = Door-post, Door-bar. 

c 1250 Gen. 4 Ex. 3155 De dure-tren and Se uuerslagen, 
wiS ysope 5 'e blod ben dra3en. c 1300 Havelok 1806 Haue- 
lok lifte up the dore-tre And.. he slow hem thre. 1377 
Langl. P. PI. B. 1. 185 As ded as a dore-tree. 

Doo’rward, sb. arch. Also 4 durward, 
-warth. [f. OE. weard warden, keeper.] A door- 
keeper, porter, janitor. An official title under the 
early Scottish monarchy ; = warder of the palace. 

e 930 Lindisf. Gosp. J0hnx.3Dissum.fte duruard[/J§T. Gosp. 
geat weard] ontyneb. c 1000 J&tmic Past. Ep. f 34 in Thorpe 
Laws II. 378 (Bosw.-T.) Osttarius is duruweard. c 1203 
Lay. 17672 He wende to )?an b ’rh^ate. .and gratte [>ene 
dureward. 1340 Ayenb. 12 1 he yefye of drede is doreward 
to {?e greate j?reste. 1375 Barbour Bruce in. 101 Thar 
surname wes makyne-drosser ; That is al-so mekill to say 
her As ‘ the Durwarth sonnys’ perfay. 1605 Camden 
Rem. (1637) 126 Dooreward, that is, Porter. 1828 40 
Tytler Hist. Scot. (187 9) I. 248 The Chamberlain, and the 
hostiarius or dooi-ward. 1867 Burton Hist. Scot. II. 213 
Nicholas de Soulis, descended of the marriage of Marjory, 
a natural daughter of Alexander II, to Alan the Durward. 

Boo'rward, -wards, adv. (ad/.) [see -ward.] 
Towards the door. 

c 3400 Beryn 477 And drowse to Kittis dorward to herken 
and to list. 1838 D. J errold Men of Char. i. (Hoppe), His 
landlord began to cast significant glances doorwards. 

Boo*rway. The opening or passage which a 
door serves to close or open ; the space in a wall 
occupied by a door and its adjuncts ; a portal. 

1799 Southey Eng. Eclog. vi, Sitting at evening in that 
open door- way. 1858 Longf. M. Standish ix. 57 The 
bridegroom went forth and stood with the bride at the 
doorway. 1874 Parker Illustr. Goth. A r chit. 1. iii. 59 
The rich Doorways form one of the most important features 
of late Norman work. 

attrib. 1864 Webster, Door-way-plane , the space between 
the door-way, properly so called, and the larger door-arch- 
way within which it is placed. It is often richly orna- 
mented with sculptured figures. 

BoOT-yard. US. A yard or garden-patch 
about the door of a house. 

1854 Lowell Cambr. (Mass.) 30 Yrs. Ago Prose Wks. 
1890 I. 59 The flowers which decked his little door-yard. 
1878 Emerson in N. A trier. Rev. CXXVI. 4x2 We send to 
England for shrubs, which grow as well in our own door- 
yards and cow-pastures. 

Doosen, doozen, obs. forms of Dozen. 

Doost, dooth, obs. f. dost, doth : see Do v. 

Doote, obs. form of Dote. 

Booty, var. f. Dhoti, loin-cloth. 

t Bop, v. Obs. [ME. doppen OE. type *dop- 
pian, represented bv freq. doppeitan to dip, immerse, 
baptize, and sbs. doppa, dop-enid, Doppe; f. weak 
grade of *deup-an : see Dip v. and Depe z».] 

1 . intr. To descend or sink suddenly into water 
or the like, to plump or * pop * down ; to dive. 

c *380 Wyci.if Serm. Sel. Wks. I. 246 J>ei doppen now to 
belle. 1398 Trevisa Barth. De PER, xn. xxvi. (1495) 429 
The Cote highte Mergulus and hath that name or ofte 
doppynge and plungynge. 1379-80 North PlutarchixiqCy 


421 Like Tonny Fish they be, which swiftly dive and dop 
into the depth of Ocean Sea. X682 Dryden Unhappy Fa- 
vourite Epil. 2 We. .like drowning men, But just peep up, 
and then dop down again. 

2 . To duck or suddenly drop the head or body ; 
to curtsy. 

c 1357 in Hazl. E. P. P. III. 126 This fained frier, .dopped 
than, and greet this man religiously and ofte. 1635 J. 
Rous Diary (Camden) 79 He dops, ducks, bowes, as made 
all of joints. 2692 Dennis Poems in Burlesque 9, I dopt 
for safety as an Officer Does in a Fight, when he ’s a Novice. 

3 . tram. To immerse smartly, to dip (as in 
baptism). 

1338 Bale God’s Promises vn» in Dodsley O. PI. I. 36 
Preache to the people . . Doppe them in water — they know- 
ledgynge their offence. 1633 Rogers Treaty Sacrant. 
1. 78 Hee should bee baptized, which word signifieth . . to 
dip or dop the body, or some part of it, into the water. 

4 . Angling. {tra?is. and intr.) — Dap v. i. 

1631 T. Barker Art of A ngling ( 1653) 7 Hop your Flie 
behindea Bush, which angling I have had good sport at ; 
we call it doping. 2653 Walton Angler iv. xi8 With these 
[flies] and a short line, as I showed to angle for a chub— you 
may dap or dop. 

Hence Do-pping vbl. sh. and ppl. a. 

1398 [see 1]. 1597 Pt. Return fr. Parnass . Prol. 2 
That dopping curtesie, That fawninge bowe. 1654 H. 
L’Estrange C/ias. I. (1655) 96 Erecting of fixed altars, the 
dopping and cringing towards them. 

t Dop, sh . 1 Ohs. [f. prec. vb.] A curtsy, a dip. 

1399 B. Jonson Cynthia's Rev. v. ii. The Venetian dop 
this. 2650 T. Bayly Herba Parietis 28 Making many 
pretty dops, and curtchees. 1704 D’Urfey Hell beyond H. 
94 Salutes the Punts with Bows and Dops. a 1823 Forby 
Voc. E. Anglia, Dop , a short quick curtsey. 

Bop (df?p), sbA [a. Du. dop shell, husk, cover.] 
fl. The pupa-case or cocoon of an insect, rare. 
1700 Leuwenhoeck in Phil. Trans. XXII. 640, I have 
seen some flies as soon as ever they came out of their Dop. 

2 . Diamond-cutting. A small copper cup with 
a handle, into which a diamond is cemented, to 
be held while being cut or polished. 

1764 Croker, etc. Diet. Arts 4- Sc. s.v. Diamond-cutting, , 
Diamonds, soldered into a hollow piece of metal : the work- 
men call them dops. 1882 Standard $ Sept. 6/2 The 
olisher sets the diamond in a mass of solder held in a little 
rass cup about an inch in diameter, with a string of stout 
copper wire for a handle. This instrument is called a * dop 

X)op, obs. form of Deep. 

Dopchick, -en, obs. or dial. == Dabchick. 
Dope (dJtip). [app. a. Du. doop dipping, sauce, 
etc., f. doopen to dip.] 

1 . Any thick liquid or semi-fluid used as an 
article of food, or as a lubricant. US. 

x8. . Set. Anter. Supp. XXII. 9033 (Cent.) ‘Dope’, a prepa- 
ration of pitch, tallow, and other ingredients, winch, being 
applied to the bottom of the shoes, enables the wearer to 
lightly glide over the snow softened by the rays of the sun. 

2 . An absorbent material used to hold a lubri- 
cant ; the absorbent element in a high explosive. 

x88o Trans. Amer. Inst. Min. Eng. VIII. 417 Hercules 
powder , .contains a very large proportion of nitrate of soda 
. .the remainder of the dope being incombustible carbonate 
of magnesia. x88x Raymond Mfning Gloss, s.v. Explosives , 
Giant-powder, a mixture of nitroglycerin with a dry pul- 
verized mineral or vegetable absorbent or dope. 

Dople, Doplyt, obs. forms of Double, -et. 
t Boppe. Obs. [OE. doppa in dufedoppa : 
see Diyedap, and Dop ».] A bird that dops or 
dives ; a dabchick. 

13.. K. Alls. 5776 Hy plumten doune, as an doppe, In the 
water, at on scoppe. 

tBo*pper J . Ohs. Also 5 dooper, dowpar. 
[f. Dop v . + -er !.] One who or that which ‘ dops \ 

1 . A diving-bird, a didapper. 

c 1440 Promp. Parv. 127/1 Doppar, or dydoppar, watyr 
byrde. 1530 Palsgr. 214/2 Doppar, byrde. 1634 W. Wood 
New Eng. Prosp. 1, viii, Snites, Doppers, Sea-Larkes. 

2 . A fishing-rod used in 1 flopping ’ or dapping. 

1688 R. Holme Armoury in. 103/1 A Dopper is a strong 

long Rod very tite. 

Bopper * (d^-pai). Also 7 doper, [ad. Du. 
dooper , dipper, baptist, f. doopen to dip ; erroneously 
shortened after Dop v.~\ A (Dutch) Baptist or 
Anabaptist ; = Dipper 2. 

1620 B, Jonson News fr. New World Wks. (Rtldg.) 
6x5/2 A world of Doppers j 1623 — Staple ofN. m. ii, This 
is a Doper, a she Anabaptist ! x88x Daily News 21 Jan. 5/5 
Paul Kruger. .Belonging to the sect of the Doppers. 
Dopping: see under Dop v. 

Bopplerite (dp-plorrit). Min . [Named 1849, 
f. Doppler, surname of a German physicist : see-iTE.] 
‘ A hydrocarbon found in certain peat beds, amor- 
phous and jelly-like when fresh, and elastic when 
dried, looking like black pitch * (Dana Min. (1854) 

474). 

1863-72 Watts Diet. Chem. II. 345 Dopplerite . -occurring 
in layers in the peat near Aussee in Styria. 

+ D0‘ppy. Obs. [ad. It. doppia a double, ‘also a 
double ducket of gold’ (Florio).] A former gold 
coin of Italy, worth, in different states, from 1 is. 4 d. 
to 2 is. j a pistole. 

1691 Land. Gaz. No. 2721/2 Should pay them 1400 Dop- 
pies at two terms. 1692 Ibid. No. 2730/x. [2858 Simmonds 
Diet. Trade , Doppia, another name for the pistole.] 
f Dopt, aphetic f. Adopt v. Ohs. 

1631 H. Chettle Trag. Hoffman (N.), Should hee bee 
dopted, I would dopt him, and herrite him. 


Bor s dorr (d^i), shE Also 4-7 dorre, 5-8 
dore, 7 doar. [OE. dor a: of unknown origin.] 
An insect that flies with a loud humming noise. 
f 1 . Applied to species of bees or flies ; also dor- 
bee, dor-Jly. spec. a. A humble-bee or bumble- 
bee. Tb. A drone bee. c. A hornet, d. Jig. A 
drone, a lazy idler. Ohs. 

a 700 Epinal Gloss. xzg Atticus, clora. czooo Sax. 
Leechd. II. 28 Doran hum's and ticcenes ^eallan. Ibid., 
J>a ahsan semenge wi# dorena hunis. ^ 1030 Cleopatra 
Glosses in Wr.-Wiilcker 351 Adticus, feldbeo, dora. 
c 1330 Arth. 4 Merl. 6428 So dorren don and flesche 
fieighen. 14. . Lat. <§• Eng. P r oc. in Wr.-Wiilcker 576 Crabo. 
a dore. c igxo Barclay Mirr. Gd. Manners (1570) C v, If 
there come a hornet, a dor, or greater flye, They breake 
the light webbes. 1351 Robinson 3 fore’s U top. <Arb.) 38 
Gentlemen which can not be content to line idle them- 
selfes, Iykedorres. 1374 Hyll Ord. Beesxiii, If the Dorre 
bees be over many in the hive . . do on this maner. a 16x3 
J. D[ennys] Seer. Angling 11. xxxv. in Arb. Garner I. 173 
With brood of wasps, of hornets, doars, or bees, 1653 
Urquhart Rabelais 1. xvi, This forrest was most horribly 
fertile and copious in dorflies. 1638 Rowland Moufet’s 
Tkeat. Ins, 894 The Dors also and Drones they kill. x68x 
Chetham Angler's Vade-m . iv. § 14 (1689) 45 Resembling 
a young Dore or Humble-bee. 

2 . A flying coleopterous insect or beetle ; also 
dor-beetle, dor-fly. spec. a. The common black 
dung-beetle or dumble-dor ( Geotrupes sterco- 
rarius), which flies after sunset, b. The cockchafer 
or may-bug, c. The rose-beetle. Also, vaguely, 
other species, chiefly of lamellicorn beetles. 

ax^so Fysshynge w. Angle (1883) 26 In June take the 
creket & the dorre & also a red worme. 1598 Yong 
Diana 309 The dore, a little creature, so vile, and common. 
1620 Markham Farew. Hush. 11. xvii. <x668) 76 The cure or 
prevention for these Dores, or black Clocks. 1653 Walton 
Angler ii. 54 The Dor or Beetle (which you may find under 
a Cow-turd). 1711 Phil. Trans. XXVII. 347 The next is a 
pale green shining Dor, 1752 Thyer Note on Milton. 483 
(Jod.) A brownish kind of beetle powdered with a little 
white, commonly known by the name of cockchaffer or 
dorrfly. 1774 Goldsm. Nat. Hist. (1862) II, iv. vi. 542 The 
May-bug, or dorr-beetle, as some call it. 1835 Browning 
Paracelsus v. X44 The shining dorrs are busy. 1894 Black- 
more Perlycross 192 A bat, or an owl, or a big dor-beetle. 

3 . fig. Applied to persons. Obs. 

1599 B. Jonson Cynthia's Rev. nr. iii, What should I care 
what every dor doth buzze In credulous eares ? 1645 M ilton 
Colast. (1851) 377 Infested, somtimes at his face, with dorrs 
and horsflies. 1649 G. Daniel Trinarch. The Author 8 
Nor. .to stoope at the thicke-sbell’d Doits of Obieetion. 

4 . Comb., as dor-bee, dor-beetle (see 1,2); dor- 
bug, a name applied in America to various beetles, 
esp. Lachnosterna fusca ; dor-fly (see 1, 2) ; dor- 
hawk, the goatsucker or night-jar ; t dor-head, 
a stupid or blundering fellow » Beetle 1 4 (obs.). 

1849 Parkman Oregon Tr.( 1872) 42 The*dor-bugs hummed 
through the tent. xB$ 2 Hawthorne Blithedale Rom. I. iv. 
S3 Our fire-light will draw stragglers, just as a candle draws 
dorbugs. 2863 T. W. Higginson Out-door Papers (1874) 
271 The Dytiscus, dorbug of the water, blunders clumsily 
against it. 1668 Sir T. Browne Whs. (1848) III. 505 Have 
you a caprimulgus, or *dorhawk ? 1766 Pennant Zool. (1768) 
II. 246 The goat-sucker.. feeds on moths, gnats, and dorrs 
or chaffers ; from whence Charlton calls it the Dorrhawk. 
1832 Wordsw. t Calm is the fragrant air y 22 The busy 
dor-hawk chases the white moth With burring note. X577 
tr. Bullinger's Decades (1592) 460 There is none so very 
a *dorrhead as that hee vnderstandeth not [etc.] 
tBor,^- 2 Obs. Also dorre. [Goes with. Dor v. 1 ; 
perh. from ON. ddr scoff, in phr. draga ddr at to 
make game of.] 

Scoff, mockery, ‘making game ’ chiefly in phrase 
To give (any one) the dor : to make game of, 
mock, subject to ridicule ; so to put the dor upon, 
to 7’eceive or endure the dor , etc. (From quot. 
1552, perh. originally a term at cards.) 

1553 Huloet, Dorre at cardes. 1370 Levins Manip. 
170/24 A Dorre, blanke, argutia. 1399 B. Jonson Cynthia's 
Rev. v. ii. Which [change of colour] if your antagonist., 
shall ignorantly be without, and yourself can produce, you 
give him the dor. [See the whole passage.] x6it Speed 
Hist. Gt. Brit. ix. vui, §33 The dorre, which . .Hubert, did 
put vpon King John and his late designe. a x6x6 Beaum. 
& Fl. Lover's Progr. 1. i, I would not receive the dor. 
a 1625 Fletcher Love's Pilgr. iii. ii. What dor unto a dott- 
ing maid this was. What a base breaking off? a 1623 — 
Woman Pleased m. iii, I will never hear this, Never endure 
this dor. 1633 P. Fletcher Purple I si. vn. xxv, There oft 
to rivals lends the gentle Dor, Oft takes— his mistress by — 
the bitter bob. 1642 Milton Apol. Smect. 82 [He] brings 
home the dorre upon himself. <a*734 North Lives I. 361 
They all thought he had put the dor, as they say, upon the 
chief j ustice. 1833 Kingsley Westw. Ho / xxxi, He has 
given the Lord High Admiral the dor, 

t Bor, sb.$ Obs. rare— 1 , [perh. — ON. dari 
fool, buffoon ; cf. prec. and Dor 22. 1 ] A fool. 

1399 B. Jonson Cynthia’s Re?\ v. i, This night's sport, 
Which our court-dors so heartily intend. 

f Bor, v. 1 Obs. Also dorre. [Goes with Dor sb. 2 ; 
perh. from ON. ddra to mock, make sport of.^ 
Gifford’s conjecture that it is derived from Dor sh. 1 , in re- 
ference to the desultory flight of the cock-chafer ‘which ap- 
pears to mock or play upon the passenger, by striking him 
on the face', appears unlikely.] 

1 . Ivans. To make game of, make a fool of, 
mock, befool, confound. To dor the dotterel: to 
cajole or hoax a simpleton : cf. Dare vA 5. 

1370 Levins Manip \ 170/24 To Dorre, arguere. *377 
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Fulke Confut, Purg. 368 Thinke not to dorre vs with 
Cyprians name. 1591 Harington OrL Fur. v, 39 (N.> 
What, hop’d you that with this I could be dqr’d? 1598 
B. Jonson Ev. Man in Hunt. iv. vi, Oh that villaine dors 
me. 3:6x4 — Barth . Fair iv. i, Here he comes, whistle ; be 
this sport call’d Dorring the Dotterel. 1641 ‘ Smectymnuus’ 
Answ. § 10 (1653' 42 But this is but a blind, wherewith the 
Bishop would Dorre his Reader. 1675 Cotton Poet. Wks. 
(1765) 177 No more thou now shalt dorre me. 

22 , inir. To make sport, mock. 

1655 tr, Sender! $ A rtnmenes vn : 11. IV. 96 There was not 
one of them which dorred at the difficulty of the enterprise. 

+ Bor, dorr, vA Obs . [Cf. Burr v.] tram. 
To make dim or dull (in colour) ; to deaden. 

xfioi Holland Pliny ix, xxxviii, I. 259 The lightnesse or 
sadnesse of the one [colour] doth quicken and raise, or els 
dorr and take downe the colour of the other. 1603 — 
Plutarch's Mor. 150 By a good medly of them both to 
darken and dor the worst by laying the better to. 

Bor, obs. form of Dare zl>, Deeh. 

!| Dorado (dora’dF). fa. Sp. dorado gilded - F. 
dorl, It. dor at 0 L. deauratus, pa, pple. of deau- 
rdre to gild, f. de- + auru?n gold : see Dory.] 

1 . A fish ( Coryphssna hippuris) celebrated lor its 
splendid colouring and the velocity of its move- 
ments ; also called dolphin : see Dolphin 2 . 

X604 E. Grimstone tr. D' Acosta's Hist. IV. Indies (1880) 
164 They are pursued by the Dorados, and to escape them 
they leape out of the sea. 1626 Cart, Smith Accid. Vng. 
Seamen 5 Fish-hookes, for Porgos, Bonetos, or Dorados. 
1796 Stedman Surinam I. i. 9 Dolphins or dorados, which 
beautiful fish seem to take peculiar delight in sporting 
around the vessels. 1852 Th. Ross Humboldt's Trav. 
I. iii. 132. 

2 . A South American river fish : see quot. 

2872 Gd. Words 720 In the deeper waters of the Uruguay 
are numbers of the dorado, , or South American salmon . . a 
very handsome fish, of a bright golden colour. 

3 . A southern constellation, also called Xiphias 
or the Sword-fish. 

2819 va. Paniologia. 1823 Crabb Techn. Did Dorado, a 
southern constellation not visible in our latitude. 1868 
Lockyer Elem. Astron. lxxxiv. 34. 

1 4. fig. a. A rich man. Obs. b. See El Dob ado. 

# 1643 Sir T. Browne Relig. Med. n. § 1 A troop of these 
ignorant Doradoes. 1660 F. Brooke tr. Le Blands Trav. 
370 He found not the sought for Dorado, a golden Prince 
indeed. 

Dor-bee, -beetle: see Dob sb . 1 

+ Borbel. Obs. 1 . The English form of Dorbel- 
lus , i.e. Nicholas de Orbellis (died 145 5), a professor 
of Scholastic Philosophy at Poitiers, and a vehe- 
ment supporter of Duns Scotus. Hence, A scho- 
lastical pedant, a dull-witted person, dolt; cf. dunce. 

1*533 Frith Answ. More (1829) 412 Duns, Dor bell, Durand, 
and such draffe.] 1592 G. Harvey Pierce's Super. 158 
Then asse . . and foole and dolt and idiot, and Dunse and 
Dorbell and dodipoul . . and all the rusty-dusty jestes in a 
country. 1393 Nashe 4 Lett. Confut . 25 Howe Dorbell 
comes to bee Doctour none asks. 1621 Bp. Mountagu 
Diat ribas iii. 305 The dotages of those Talmudicall Dor- 
bels. 

2 . Sc. ‘Anything that has an unseemly appearance.* 

So Do*rTbelisli a., stupid, awkward, clumsy; 
also (nonce-wds.) + Dorbeliical a., t DoTbel- 
lism, f Bo-rbellist. 

1592 Nashe P. Penilesse Eij, Thy sheepish discourse., 
was so vglye, dorbellicall and lumpish. 1393 — Christ's T. 
64 a, Wil you then hope to beate them [Atheists] down 
with fusty brown-bread dorbellisme? 1399 — Lenten Stuff e 
Ep. Ded., Olde Iohannes de Indagines and his quire of 
dorbellists. 1603 H. Crosse Vertues Coinmw. (1878) 107 
They flocke to it as crowes to a dead carkasse . . be they 
neuer so ribauld, filthie, or dorbellicall. 2847-78 Halh- 
well, Dorbelisk , very clumsy. Line. 

Dor-bug : see Dor sb . 1 4. 

Dorc, obs. form of Dark. 

+ Doreake. Obs. A kind of cracknel. 

14.. Nominate in Wr.-Wiilcker 740/5 {De Panibus) Hec 
colirida , a doreake. 

_ Boreas (dpukas). Name of a woman mentioned 
in Acts ix. 3 6 ; hence, Dorcas Society , a ladies’ asso- 
ciation in a church for the purpose of making and 
providing clothes for the poor. So Dorcas basket, 
a basket of needlework for charitable purposes. 

1847-78 Halliwell., Dorcas , benevolent societies which 
furnish poor with clothing gratuitously or at a cheap rate. 
1857 Eleanor Clare's. Jrnl. in Housek. Words XVI. 199, I 
hope she will not bring a Dorcas basket to sew at. 1880 
Miss Braddon fust as I am xliv, Lizzie worked for her 
Dorcas society. 

+ Dorce, dorke. Obs. rare. Adapted forms of 
dorcas , Gr. bo picas deer, gazelle. 

x66x Lovell Hist. Anim. 4- Min. 107 The curd of the 
Dorke is of the same vertue as that of a Hare. 1674 N. Cox 
Genii. Recreat. 1. (1677) 55 We have distinct Ages for these 
Dorces. 

Boree, Dorcer, obs. forms of Dorse, Dosser 1 . 
Borche, Sc. var. duergh, obs. f. Dwarf. 
Bordum, var. of Dirdum. 

t Bore, v. Obs. Cookery, [a. F. dore-r (12th c. 
in Littrd) to gild L. deaurdre , f. de- + aurum 
gold : see Endore.] trans. To glaze with saffron, 
yolk of egg, etc. ; = Endore. 

c 1420 Liber Cocorum (1862) 51 pen coloure py capon with 
safroune, dore With a feder. c 1430 T wo Cookery-bks. 38 
Dore hem with sum grants ping, percely or ^olkys of Eyroun. 

Bore, obs. f. Dare v. [ , Door, Dor, Dowers 


Boree, dorey, var. of Dort. 

Bor-fly, dorhawk: see Dor sbA 
II Boria, dorea (clo«*ria). [Hindi doriyd 
striped (stuff), 1. dor thread, line, streak, stripe.] 
A kind of striped Indian muslin. 

x6@6 J. F. Merchant's Ware-ko. 14 A sort of strip’d 
Muslings. .called Doraas, it being a Musling that is a yard 
half quarter broad, and the broadest sorts of stripes of any 
Mushng, and usually the coursest and cheapest of any sort, 
2706 Lotui. Gaz. No. 4284/3, 9 Chests or Bales of fine 
Doreas, etc. X72X C. King Brit, Merck. 1 . 223 From a Long 
Cloth or Bast to a Mulmul or Dorea. 1858 Simmonds Diet. 
Trails, Dooriahs, a cotton fabric made in India. 2886 
Catal. Col. % Ind. Exhib. 16 iStanfi) Striped muslins, or 
dorias, are made at Dacca, Gwalior, Nagpur. 

Boriau (cioa’rian), a. (sb.) [f. L. Dori-us \ a. 

Gr. A cuptos of Doris) + -an.] Of Doris or Doria, 
a division of ancient Greece. Dorian mode , in 
Music , one of the ancient Grecian modes, charac- 
terized by simplicity and solemnity ; also, the first 
of the ‘authentic’ ecclesiastical modes. 

1603 Holland Plutarch's Mor. 1021 (R.) Plato . . chose 
the Dorian, as that which is most beseeming valiant, sober, 
and temperate men. 1667 Milton P. L. 1. 550 ‘I hey move 
In perfect Phalanx to the Dorian mood Of Flutes and soft 
Recorders. X774 Burney Hist. Mus, (1789' I. iii. 53. 2841 
W. Spalding Italy $ It. 1 st. I. 309 No Roman struetures rose 
to contrast with the severe simplicity of the Dorian shrines. 
1846 Keble Lyra Innoc. x. ix. 338 Some heart-thrilling 
chime, Some Dorian movement. 1867 Macfarren Harmony 
i. 11 The Dorian is the first mode of the Ambrosian 
category. 1873 Jowett Plato (ed. 2) I. 74 His actions, in 
the true Dorian mode, correspond to his words. 

B. sb. A native or inhabitant of Doris; a member 
of one of the four great divisions of the ancient 
Hellenes or Greeks. 

1662 Stillingfl. Orig. Sacr. hi. iv. § 14 The Dorians in- 
habiting probably where most of the Pelasgi had_ been. 
2837 Penny Cycl . IX. 89/2 The migration of the Dorians to 
the Peloponnese. .is expressly stated to have occurred 80 
years after the Trojan war, i. e. in 1104 b.c. 

Boric (df’rik), a. and sb. [ad. L. Dorie-us , a. 
Gr. Aj opiKos pertaining to Doris : cf. prec.] 

A. adj. 1. - Dorian ; of or pertaining to the 
Dorians. 

1569 Spenser Visions of Be Hay ii. in Theat. Worldlings , 
Fashiond were they all in Dorike wise. 2678 Cudworth 
Intell, Syst. 296 Historiographers declare that Orpheus., 
wrote in the Dorick dialect. 2807 Robinson A rchaeol. Graeco. 
v. xxiii. 534 The Phrygian mode was religious; the 
Lydian, plaintive ; the Doric, martial. 

b. Of a dialect, etc. : Broad, not refined; rustic. 
2621 Burton Anat. Mel. Democr. to Rdr. (1676' 5/2 Those 
other faults of barbarism, Dorick dialect, extemjporanean 
style, tautologies. 1637 Milton Lycidas 189 With eager 
thought warbling his Doric lay. 1855 J. F. F. in J. Wilson's 
Nod. A mbr. ( 1 868) I.Pref. 17 There was a homely heartiness 
of manner about Hogg and a Doric simplicity in his address. 
2889 Athenaeum 2 Mar. 281/3 All this was said .. in the 
Doric dialect of the Lake District. 

2 . Arch. The name of one of the three Grecian 
orders (Doric, Ionic, Corinthian), of which it is 
the oldest, strongest, and simplest. 

[2563 Shute Archit. Eivb, Tuscana, Dorica, Ionica, 
Corinthia, and Composita, increase their heightes by Dia- 
meters.] 1614 Selden Titles Hon. Ded. A ij a, Architec- 
ture of olde Temples . . was either Dorique, Jonique, or 
Corinthian according to the Deity’s seuerall nature. 2667 
Milton P. L. 1. 714 Doric pillars overlaid With Golden 
Architrave. 2823 P. Nicholson Prod. Build. 491 The 
style of this structure is. .the Grecian Doric. 

B. sb. 1 . a. The Doric dialect of ancient Greek, 
b. A f. broad ’ or rustic dialect of English, as that 
of the North of England, Scotch, etc. 

2837 Penny Cycl. IX. 00/2 The choruses in the Attic 
plays are written in a kind of Doric. 1870 Ramsay Remin. 
v. 127 ‘My Lord’, commenced John, in his purest Doric.. 
4 1 wad hae thocht naetbing o’t \ 1872 C. Gibbon For the 
King iii, The good doctor dropped into the broadest Doric. 
2 . The Doric order of architecture. 

2822 J. Smith Panorama Sc. Art I. 170. 2838 J. L. 

Stephens Trav. Greece, etc. 18/1 A small but beautiful 
specimen of the pure Doric. 

Hence + Bo rical a , Doric ; Doricism (-siz’m), 
a Doric form of expression. 

2392 R. D. Hypnerotomackia 4, I heard a doricalt songe. 
2698 Boyle Bentley's Phal. ied. 2) 43 There is not the least 
shadow of Doricism. 1699 Bentley Phal. 472 Salmasius is 
pleas’d to prefer that Reading, as a Doricism. 

Borism (do**riz’m). [ad. Gr. Aw picp,-os speak- 
ing Doric, f. Awptfav : see Dorize.] 

1 . The Dorian character of language, manners, etc. 

2870 A. W. Ward tr. Curtins' Hist. Greece (1873) 1 . 11. i. 

2 1 9 To counteract the one-sided and inflexible Dorism, and 
to introduce the beneficent germs of universal Hellenic 
culture into Sparta. 

2 . A Doric form of expression ; a Doricism. 

1698 Boyle Bentley's Phal . (ed. 2) 189 But let us hear a 

Second Apology that may be made for the Dorism of Dr 
Bentley. x886 H. W. Smyth in Amer. Jrnl. Philol. Dec. 
427 Those Dorisms which appear in the Boeotian dialect, 
f Dorith. Obs. [related in some way to Door.] 
exsao Mem. Ripon (Surtees) III. 204 Tremyng dorythes 
& Jokes. Ibid. 206 Item for j par of gemmers [hinges] to 
the sayd dorith, 16a?. 

Borize (doe'raiz), v. [ad. Gr. bwpifav to imi- 
tate the Dorians, f. Awpls Doris : see Dorian.] 

1 . intr. To imitate Doric manners, etc. j to speak 
or write in Doric, 

1678 Cudworth Intell. .Syst. 296 In the Writings of such 


as did not Dorize. ^2793 S. Parr Whs. (1828) VII. 41$, 

I think with the lady in Theocritus, that the Dorians have 
a right to Dorize. 

2 . trans. To render Doric in manners, etc. 

2846 Grote Greece 11. viii. II. 608 Ionians, but completely 
dorised through their long subjection to Argos. 1872 Sy- 
monds Grk. Poets v. 136 Thebes. .Dorized by the Spartans. 
Dork, obs. form of Dark, Dirk. 

Dorke : see Dorce. 

Barking* (d^akiq), a. (sb.) [f. Dorking. • in 

Surrey,] Name of a breed of poultry characterized 
by a long square form, and possessing five toes. 

2840 Penny Cycl. XVIII. 476/2 The characteristics of the 
pure Dorking are, that it is white-feathered, short-legged, 
and an excellent layer. 2877 Mrs. Forrester Mignon I. 59 
There are only the Dorkings now, and they are all laying. 

Borlacll (d^Tlax). Sc* Also 6-9 dorloch, 7 
darloeh. [Gael, dorlach handful, bundle, large 
quantity, quiver.] 

1 1 . A quiver. Obs, 

2574 Sc. Ads Jos. VI, (Jam.) And in the hielandis, haber- 
schonis, steilbonnettis, hektonis, swerdis, bows and dor- 
lochis, or culueringis. 1625-49 Sc. Ads Chas. /, (1814) V. 
357 (Jam.) Bodin in hosteili manner with hagbutis. .bowes, 
dorlaches, and wther invasive wapones. 1676 W. Row 
Contn. Blair's A utobiog. xi. (1848) 298 The Highlanders 
emptying their dorlachs among them. 

2 . ‘A bundle, apparently that kind of truss, 
formerly worn by our Highland troops, instead of 
a knapsack ’ (Jam.) : hence, a valise, portmanteau. 

<2x662 R. Baillie Lett. (1775^ I. 175 (Jain.) These supple 
fellows [the Highlanders] with their plaids, targes and 
dorlachs. 1814 Scott Wav. xlii, There’s Vich Ian Vohr has 
packed his dorlach. Ibid, xliv, His leather dorloch wi’ the 
lock on her was come frae Doune. 

t Bo’rlot. Obs. rare. Also 4 dorilot. [a. OF. 
dorelot, dor lot knot of hair on the forehead, ‘a 
iewell or prettie trinket ... wherewith a woman 
sets out her apparell, or decks herselfe * (Cotgr.).] 
‘The head-dress of network, sometimes enriched 
with jewels, worn in the middle ages by ladies.* 
Fairholt Costume (1860^ 437. 

1340 Ayenb, 177 J>et hi habbe uayr dorilot. 1394 Test. 
Ebor. I. 196, j kyngli, j dorlot, j armari. C1440 Promp. 
Parv. 327/2 Dovlott, trica, caliendrum. 

+ Borm(e. Obs. rare. [f. stem of L. dorm tre 
or F . dorm-ir to sleep: cf. Dormant.] bleep, 
slumber, a doze. In dorme : dormant. 

2522 Nottingham Rec. III. 339 Letting it [a sum of 
money] lyg in dorme, to the gret hurte of the towne. 
1637 Sanderson Serm. \16Bx) II. 79 Not a calm soft sleep 
like that which our God giveth his beloved ones ; but as the 
Slumbering Dorms of a sick man ; short and .. interrupted. 
So Dorm v., north, dial., to doze. 

In Dialect Glossaries of Huddersfield, Sheffield, etc. 

+ Bon n an - Obs. [var. of dormand. Dormant.] 

1 . - Dormant sb. 1. 

2374 in Willis & Clark Cambridge (1886) I. 238 Balkes 
summers siue dormannes giystes et etiam stures. 2579 
Ibid. 3x1 One dorman xxviij foote longe xij vnch square. 
2598 Vestry Bks. (Surtees) 274 For puttinge in of the dorman 
in the steaple loft, xij d. 2657 Ref.ve God's Plea 221 This 
is but the misery of stonework, of Arches, Dormans, Roofs. 

2 . a. -Dormer 2. b. (Moie iully dor man-tile) 
= Dormer-///)?. 

2703 [see Dormer 2, 4]. 

Dormancy (d^umansi). [f. next, or OF. dor- 
mance: see -ancy.] Dormant condition : cf. next 
1789 N. Forster in Parr's Whs. ( 1828) VII. 464 The 
dormancy of any such prerogative. 2804 Phil. Trans. 
XCV. 18 During this dormancy, the animal may be frozen, 
without the destruction of the muscular irritability, 2825 
Lytton Falkland 37 Her only escape from misery had been 
in the dormancy of feeling. 1845 Florist's Jrnl. 158 The 
period of dormancy or rest should be brought on gradually, 

Bormant (d^umant), a. and sb. Also 5-6 
-and, 5-7 -ond, -ound. [a. OF. dormant (12th c. 
in Hatz.-Darm.), pr. pple. of dormir L. dormire 
to sleep.] A. adj. 

1 . Sleeping, lying asleep or as asleep ; lienee,^, 
intellectually asleep ; with the faculties not awake ; 
inactive as in sleep. 

2623 Cockeram, Dormant, sleeping. 2640 G, Watts tr. 
Bacon's A dp. Learn. Pref. 16 If we have bin too credulous, 
or too dormant. 2682 Grew Musseum (J.), His prey, for 
which he lies, as it were, dormant, till it swims within his 
reach. 2726 A dv. Capt. R. Boyle 285 That he only lay dor- 
mant to meditate some Mischief to me. 2858 Hawthorne 
Fr. <§> It. Jrnls. I, 132 Some Romans were lying dormant 
in the sun. 2869 Farrar Fam. Speech iii. J 1873) 104 The 
hitherto dormant members of the Aryan family. 

b. Of animals : With animation suspended. 

2772 Forster in Phil. Trans. LXII. 378 It lies dormant 

the greater part of the winter. 

c. Of plants : With development suspended. 

2863 Berkeley Brit. Mosses ii. 5 In dry weather the^ 

[M osses] are often completely dormant. 2882 V ines Sachs' 
Bot. 640 The numerous dormant buds of woody plants may 
long remain buried and yet retain their vitality. _ 2883 Syd. 
Soc. Lex., Dormant bud, a bud which remains, it may be 
for years, undeveloped on a plant stem. 

d. Her. Represented in a sleeping or recumbent 
attitude ; with the head resting on the paws. 

CX500 Sc. Poem Heraldry 130 in Q. Eliz. Acad. etc. 98 
xv inaneris of lionys in armys. .the viij dormand. 2646 Sir 
T. Browne Pseud. Ep, v. x. 248 Yet were it not probably 
a Lyon Rampant .. but rather couchant or dormant. 1766 
Entice London IV. 82 At his foot- a cupid dormant. *852 
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R. R. Madden Shrines Sepulchres II. 37, I would rather 
call the ancient figures dormant, 

% In a state of rest or inactivity ; quiescent ; not 
in motion, action, or operation ; ‘ slumbering in 
abeyance. 

1601 Holland Pliny II. 597 This riuer runneth but slowly,, 
and seemeth a dead or dormant water. 1639 Earl of 
Barrymore in Lkmore Papers Ser, 11. (18S8) IV. 39 Your 
lordshipps directions, . must lye dormant by me. 1708 Swift 
Abolit.Chr. Wks 1755 II. 1. 85 What if there be an old 
dormant statute or two against him, are they not now 
obsolete to a degree? 1731 — Pulteney Ibid. IV. 1, 166 
Thy dormant ducal patent. 1766 Fordyck Serm. Vug. 
Wom. (1767J I. vi. 257 It is possible for original talents to 
lie dormant. 1792 Chipman Amer. Law Pep. (1871 » 21 
Plaintiffs who have since revived a dormant claim. 1806 
Gazetteer Scat. (ed. 2) 390 Newark .. formerly gave title of 
Baron to the family of Leslie, now dormant. 1878 Huxley 
Physiogr. 203 Many volcanoes, .are merely dormant. 

b. Dormant commission, credit , warrant , writ - 
ing, etc., one drawn out in blank to be filled up 
with a name or particulars, when required to be 
used; dormant partner, a i sleeping ’ partner, who 
takes no part in the working of a concern. 

1551 Ho us eh. Acc. Eliz. in Camden Misc. 34 Paid., unto 
James Russell, by warrante dormaunte . . xx. c 1614 
Cornwallis in Clutch Coll, Cur. I. 148 The warrant 
dormant, which all Leiger Ambassadors have, to propound 
and discourse of all things, which they think may tend to 
the encreasing of amity. 16 6a Marvell Corr. xxxv. 
Wks. 1872-5 II. 80 That you would send us up a dor- 
mant credit for an hundred pound. 1679-88 Seer. Serv. 
Money Chas. # Jts. (Camden) 101 For charge of passing a 
dormant privy scale, 12 1 * 8*, and of dormant l’res patents, 
30 1 * 2 2'. 1714 Swift Pres. St Affairs Wks. 1755 II. 1. 
221 A power was given of chusing dormant viceroys. 1716 
Addison Freeholder 36 (Seager) He likewise signed a 
dormant commission for another to he his high admiral. 
1845 Stephen Comm. Laws Eng. (1874) II. 102 Partners 
thus unknown to the public are said to be dormant. 

c. Mechanics. 

Dormatit-bolt, ‘ a concealed bolt working in a mortise in 
a door, and usually operated by a key; sometimes by 
turning a knob’ ; dormant-lock, ‘a lock having a bolt that 
will not close of itself' (Knight Diet. Meek.), 

3. Fixed, stationary. Dormant tree — B. 1 . 
c 1440 Promp. Parv. 127/2 Dormawnte tre . . trabes. 1703 
T. N. City tic C. Purchaser 128 Dormant tree. In Archi- 
tecture is a great Beam lying cross a House, otherwise call’d 
a Summer. 1793 Smeaton Edystone L. § 238 The dormant 
wedge or that with the point upward, being held in the 
hand, while the drift wedge or that with its point down- 
ward, was driven with a hammer. 2798 Term Rep ; VII. 
599 To the sleepers or dormant timbers they affixed railways 
or waggon ways. 1876 G wilt A rchit . Gloss., Dormant-tree 
or Summer. 

b. Dormant table , a table fixed to the floor, 
or forming a fixed piece of furniture, arch. 

C1386 Chaucer Prol. 353 His table dormant in his hatle 
alway Stood redy couered al the longe day. 1430 Lydg. 
Citron. Troy n. xi, Eke in the hall . . On eehe partye was a 
dormaunt table. [1448 Inv. T. Morton in Test. Ebor, III. 
108 De ij mensis vocatis dormoundes.] 1610 B. Jonson 
Alch. v. v, Were not the pounds told out..vpon the table 
dormant. 1767 Blackstone Comm. II. xxviii. 428 Whatever 
is strongly affixed to the freehold or inheritance, .as marble 
chimney-pieces, pumps, old fixed or dormant tables, benches, 
and the like. 1851 Turner Dorn. A rchit. I. ii. 54. 

Jig. a 1635 Naunton Fragrn. Reg. (Arb.) 24 She held a 
dormant Table in her own Princely breast, 
t 4. Causing or producing sleep. Obs. rare. 

1634 tr. Scudery’s Curia Pol. 66 The effects of Dormant 
and Narcotique remedies. 

5 . Dormant window , also dormant •= Dormer 2. 
1631 Cleveland Senses' Fest. ii, Old Dormant Windows 
must confess Her Beams. 1727-51 Chambers^ Cycl., Dor- 
mer ox Dormant, in architecture, denotes a window made 
in the roof of an house. 1804 Ann. Reg. 829 A dormant 
must break out in the roof. 1823 J. F. Cooper Pioneer x, 
The dormant windows in the roof. 

B. sb. fl. A fixed horizontal beam ; a sleeper ; a 
summer. More fully dormant tree (see A. 3 ). Obs. 

*453 Easton Lett. No. 185 I, 250 Sir Thomas Howes hath 
purveyed iiij. dormants for the drawte chamer, and the 
malthouse, and the browere. 1383 Wills <$• Inv. N. C. 
(Surtees i860) 46 In the hay barne . . Certaine sawen baulkes, 
viz., ix dormonds and j sile 10 s . 1587 Harrison England 
11. xii. (1877) 1, 233 Summers (or dormants'. 1665 Vestry 
Bks. (Surtees) 201, 2 clasps of iron for fastning the great 
dormond m the church, 6 s. 

t b. The part between the opening and the top 
of a doorway ; the tympanum. Obs. rare. 

1733 Chambers tr. Le Clerc’s Treat. A rchit. 1 . 102 Coach- 
Gates. .have a Dormant (i. e, the upper part of the Gate 
that does not open), which Dormant, where the Gate is 
arch’d, commences from the Spring of the Arch. 

2. « Dormer window : see A. 5 . 

3, A dish which remains on the table throughout 
a repast ; a centre-piece which is not removed. 

*845 J • Bregion Tract, C 00k 25 (Stanf.) A centre ornament, 
whether it be a dormant, a plateau, .or a candelabra. 

Bormer (dp imoi). Also 6-8 -ar. [ad. OF. 
dormeor, -tor, -or ( = F. dortoir) :—L. dormitorium 
sleeping-room, dormitory, f. dormire to sleep.] 

1. A sleeping chamber, dormitory. Obs. exc. Hist. 
*605 Chapman All Fooles iv. i. iR.', Or to any shop. . 
chamber, dormer, and so forth. 1666 Wood Life (Oxf. 
Hist. Soc.) II. 98 Watson had done the great window of 
my dormer.. then till it hording my dormer. 1868 Free- 
man Norm. Conq . (1876) II. x. 460 The foreign discipline of 
the common refectory and the common dormer. 

t b. transf. A resting place ; a repository. 

T X640 [Shirley] Capt. Underwit ii. ii. in Bullen O. PI. II. 


342 The gold.. he put in his hocas pocas, a little dormer 
under his right skirt. 

2. A projecting vertical window in the sloping 
roof of a house. Also dormer-window . 

[Orig. the window of a dormitory or bed-room.] 

1592 Greene Def. Conny-catch. (1859) 19 If there were. a 
dormar built to it . . it would make the properest parlour in 
al the house. 1703 T. N. City tic C. Purchaser 129 Dorman , 
Dortner, In Architecture is a Window made in the Roof of 
a House, it standing upon the Rafters. 1847 Longf. Ev. i. 
i, 16 Thatched were the roofs, with dormer-windows. 1871 
Miss Braddon Lovels ii. 33 There were., queer little 
dormers in the roof. 

f3. Abeam; = Dormant sb.i. Obs. 

1623 T. Goad Dole/. Euen-Song 11 The floare. .falling, 
by t lie breaking asunder of a mame Sommier or Dormer. 
1758 J. Clubbe Wheatjicld 71 In a parlour belonging to a 
farm-house, .there was a remarkably large dormer ofehes- 
nut. ,21823 Forby Voc. E. Anglia, Dormer, a large 
beam. 

4. at t rib. and Comb., as dormer-roof \ - shaped , 
-windowed, adjs. Also, dormer-gablet, a small 
gable over a dormer-window ; dormer- tile, one 
used to form a junction between the tiling on the 
sides of a dormer-window and that on the roof. 

1703 T. N. City tif C. Purchaser 272 Dirmar- or Dorman - 
[tile]. .These Tyles consist of a plain Tyle, and a Triangular 
piece of a plain Tile standing up at l ight Angles to one side 
of the plain Tyle. 1765 Phil. Trans . LV. 274 There is 
a lath and plaister wall, .supporting a kind of dormer roof. 
1811 Self Instructor 141 Dormer tiles. 1859 Dickens T. 
Two Cities 1. v, The window was dormer-shaped. 2884 
Harper's Mag. Mar. 529/2 The roofs are .. dormer- 
windowed. 1886 Willis & Clark Cambridge II. 737 The 
dormer-gablets, .were connected by a parapet. 

Hence Do-rmered a., having dorme s. 

18.. Nexv Princeton Rev. III. 1x2 (Cent.) A high, solid, j 
dormered roof. 

!l Bormeuse (d< 7 rmB-z). Also 8 -ouse. [Fr.; 
fern, of dormeur sleeper, applied to articles con- 
venient for sleeping, f. dor/nir to sleep.] 
fl. A hood or nightcap. Obs. 

1734 Mrs. Delany Life <$• Corr. (1861) I. 479, I have sent 
you. .a donneuse patron. 1733— Let. Mrs. Defoes in Life 
# Corr. 260 She had not yet been able to get her dor- 
mouse. 

2. A travelling- carriage adapted for sleeping in. 

1825 Vise. S. de Redcliffe in S. L. Poole Life (1888) I. 

357 The two dark green carriages— a Dormeuse and 
Britchka, which you saw. .at Windsor. 1841 Lytton Ni. $ 
Mom. (1851) 216 A dormeuse and four drove up to the inn 
door to change horses. 

3. A kind of couch or settee. 

1865 Ouida Strathmore I. vi. 94 (Stanf.) He lay back in a 
dormeuse before the fire. 

Dormice, plural of Dormouse. 

Bormient (dj? indent), a. [ad. L. dormient-em, 
pr. pple. of dormire to sleep.] Sleeping, dormant. 

1643 ? Milton Soveraigne Salve 9 The peoples power ever 
resident in the people though dormient till it be by Parlia- 
ment wakened. 1684 I Mather Remark. Provid. (1856) 

3 b, How it came to lie dormient in his hands I know not. 
i860 O. W. Holmes Prof. Breakf-t. i. (1883) 28 Is there 
a De Sauty. .dormient in night-cap? 
f Do*rmious, a. Obs. rare. [f. L. dormT-re to 
sleep + -ous.] Sleepy. 

1656 S. Holland Zara (1719) 16 The Champion, .began to 
grow Dormious. 

+ Dormitary, a. and sb. Obs. [f. L. dormit- 
ppl. stem of dormire to sleep : see -ary.] 

A. adj. Causing sleep, dormitive. 

1609 Dekker Raven’s Aim. H, She.. put the dormitarie 
powder that the ould wife had giuen her into the bottle. 

B. sb. A sleep-producing medicine, a narcotic. 
1347 Boorde Brev. Health cxl. 52 If the pacient can nat 

slepe, make a Dormitary. a 1652 Brome City Wit in. iv, 
Sure, Sir, you use some Doraitaries. 

t Dormitaidcm, Obs. [ad. late L. dormitd- 
tion-em , n. of action f. dormitare, freq. of dormire 
to sleep : cf. obs. F. domination.] 

1. Sleeping, falling asleep, drowsiness. 

1563-4 Abp. Parker Corr. 202 By great considerations., 
of their vigilancy and our dormitation. x66x G. Rust 
Origen in Phenix (1721) I. 65 So great a Forgetfulness 
and Dormitation in so acute and diligent a Writer. 

2. Numbness ; loss of sensibility. 

1343 Traheron Vigo’s Chirurg. v, 170 Aliabbas nombreth 
vj dyseases of the teeth, payne, corosion, congelation, 
dormitation, fylthynes, looseness. Ibid. (1586) 269 b, Some- 
time there chanceth a certaine dormitation in the teeth, by 
holding cold things in the mouth. 

Dormition ((tyjmi'Jbn). [a. F. dormition 
( 15 th c. in Hatz. -Darm.), ad. L. dormition- cm, n. of 
action from dormire to sleep.] Sleeping ; falling 
asleep ; fig. death (of the righteous)* 

1483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 259/1 Thy departyng hens ne thy 
dormycyon shalle not be withoute wytnes. a 1636 Bp. Hall 
Wks. (1837-9' VII. 295 (D.) Wert thou disposed, .to plead, 
not so much for the utter extinction as for the dormitione of 
the soul. 1849 Ecclesiologisi IX. 227 A large sculpture., 
representing the death of our Lady; it is called the 
dormition or trepas de Notre Dame. . 1869 Life M. M, 
Hallahan (1870) 121 Her death, which in this case we may 
almost call her dormition. 

Dormitive, a. and sb. [a. F. dormitif -ive 
(1545 in Hatz.- Darm.), ad. L. type *dormiliv-us> 
f. dormire to sleep : see -ive ] 

A. adj. 1. Causing sleep ; soporific. 

1593 N ashe Christ's T. 80 b, Dormatiue potions, to procure 
deadly sleepe. 1662 J. Chandler Van Helmont's OriaL 


338 Dormitive or Sleepifying. 1871 Tylor Prim. Cult . J. 
366 Accounting for . opium making people sleep by it* 
possession of a dormitive virtue, 
f 2. Sleeping through the winter. Obs. rare. 

1694 R. Burthogge Reason 241 In Snakes, in Dormice.* 
and in other Dormitive Creatures. 

B. sb. A soporific medicine ; a narcotic. 

1619 Lushington Repet. Serm. in Phenix (1708) II. 49c 
His Presence gave them a strong Dormitive, it wrought 
beyond Sleep. 1700 Congreve Way of World iv. v, But 
for cowslip wine, poppy water and all dormitives. 

Dormitory (d^umitori), sb. [ad. L. dormi- 
tori-um sleeping-place, subst. use of neuter of 
dorniitorius (see next). Cf. obs. F. dormitoire.J 

1. A sleeping-chamber ; spec, a room containing 
a number of beds, or a gallery or building divided 
into cells or chambers each having a bed or beds in 
it, for the inmates of a monastery, school, or other 
institution. 

1485 Caxton Chas. Gt. 33 The kyng charles beyng in his 
dormytorye . . began to say the psaulter. 1578 T. N. tr. 
Conq. W. India 397 And lay altogither in one dormitorye 
as a flocke of sheepe. 1642 Fuller Holy & Prof St. m. 
vi. 167 Thorow-lights are best for rooms of entertainment, 
and windows on one side for dormitories, a 1782 Cowper 
Jackdaw , A great frequenter of the church, Where bishop- 
like he finds a perch, And dormitory too. x86o-i Flo. 
Nightingale Nursing \\. 11 Public or private schools, where 
a number of children or young persons sleep in the same 
dormitory. 1868 Freeman Norm.. Conq. (1876) XI. yii. 86 
The canons, .were made, .to sleep in a common dormitory. 

2. fig, A resting-place. 

1634 Sir T. Herbert Trav. 108 His gray haires might 
goe in peace to an eternal! Dormitory. 1643 Milton Colast . 
Wks. (1851) 350 Hee presumes also to cite the Civil Law, 
which, 1 perceav by his citing, never came within his 
dormitory. 1825 Coleridge A ids Ref. < 1848) I. 1 Truths 
. . lie bed-ridden in the dormitory of the soul, 
f 3. A resting-place for the dead ; a cemetery, 
vault, grave. Obs. 

1634 Sir T. Herbert Trav. 126 Our Ambassadour .. died 
.. We obtained a Dormitory for his Body among the 
Armenian Christians. 1726 Ayliffe Parergon 172. 1775 
Adair A mer.Ind. 79 The Choktah use the like in the dormi- 
tories of their dead. 1801 St. John Tyrwhitt in Colleges 
Oxf 305 This is called ‘the dormitory’, being the burial- 
place of several deans and canons, 
t 4. A song sung to lull to sleep ; a lullaby. 
Obs. rare. 

1656 S. Holland Zara (1719'! 26 Soto sang this Dormitory. 

5. attrib., as dormitory' -door, -maid; dormitory- 
car (£7. S .), a sleeping-carriage on a railway. 

1377-87 Holinshed Dcscr. Irel. Hi, (R.), Vnder sparring 
the gates, and bearing vp the dormitorie doore. 1892 Ch. 
Times 1 Apr. Advt. 332 Wanted, .two Dormitory Maids. 

t Do rmitory, a. Obs. [ad. L. dormitorius, 
f. ppl. stem of dormire to sleep : see -ORY.] Tend- 
ing to or causing sleep ; sleepy, drowsy. 

1631 R. H. Arraignm. Whole Creature xii. § 2. 118 Of 
Poppy, or Opium, or such dormitory potions. 1797 Genii . 
Mag. I. 467 The dormitory proceedings of the American 
General. 

Dormond, -ound, obs. var. Dormant sb. 
Dormouse (d^imaus). [Origin obscure : the 
second element has been, at least since c 1575 , 
treated as the word mouse, with pi. mice, though a 
pi. dormouses is evidenced in ib-iyth c. The first 
element has also from 16 th c.been associated with 
L. dormire, F. dormir to sleep, (as if dorm-mouse ; 

I cf. 16 th c. Du. slaep-ratte , slaep-muys ) ; but it is 
not certain that this is the original composition. 

(Skeat suggests for the first element ON. dar benumbed: 
cf. also dial. ‘ dorrer, a sleeper, a lazy person ’ (Halliwell). 
(The F. dormeuse , fem. of dormeur sleeper, sometimes 
suggested as the etymon, is not known before 17th c.).] 

1. A small rodent of a family intermediate between 
the squirrels and the mice ; esp. the British species 
Myoxus avellanarhts, noted for its hibernation. 

Striped dormouse I _ Pennant's name for the chipmuck, 
hackee, or ground-squirrel of North America. 

c 1423 Voc. in Wr.-Wuleker 643 Hie gits, dormowse. Ibid. 
700 Hie glis , Hie sorex, a dormows. 1523 Skelton Carl. 
Laurel 1248 Dormiat in pace, like a dormouse. 1370 B. 
Googe Pop. Kingd. 11. (1880) 19 And striue the Dormowses 
themselves in sleeping to excell. 1380 G. Harvey in Spen- 
ser’s Wks. (Grosart) I. 40 Slipperye Eles : Dormise. 1601 
Holland Pliny 1 . 233 The yong Dormice are exceeding kind 
and Iouing to their sires that begat them. 1646 J. Hall 
Poems 9 Players lay asleep like Dormouses. 1709 Brit. 
A polio 1 1 . No. 55. 2/2 The. .Toawd is as dull as a Dormouse. 
1842 Penny Cycl. XXII. 398 The Hackee of the United 
States . . Striped Dormouse of Pennant. 1880 Haughton 
Phys. Geog. vi. 276 note. Extinct fossil dormice have been 
found as far back as the Upper Eocene of Europe. 

2. transf A sleepy or dozing person. 

a 1568 Ascham Scholem. (Arb.) 113 Any lurking Dorm[o]us, 
blinde, not by nature, but by malice. 1641 Milton 
Animadv . (1851) 245 A swashbuckler against the Pope, and 
a dormouse against the Devil. 1826 Scott Woodst. xx, You 
, .attending to our patient better during your sleep, than 
most of these old dormice can do when they are most awake. 

3. attrib. Dormouse-like, sleepy. 

x6ox Shaks. Twel. N. m. ii, 20 To awake your dormouse 
valour. 1795 Phillips Hist. Ini Navig. 108 Every indi- 
vidual, whose state of existence is not of the dormouse kind. 

Dormouse, erron. f. Dormeuse. 

Dormy (dpumi), a. Golf Of a player: As 
many holes ahead of an opponent as there are 
holes to play ; thus, dormy one , two, etc. 

1887 in Donaldson Supp, to Jamieson. 1892 Pall Mall 
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G. 28 July 3/3 You are . . 1 all even * so far, and only one more 
hole remains to be played after this. Should you lose this 
one, your antagonist will be ‘dormy *, that is to say, he will 
he one hole up with one to play; so that, although you may 
yet halve the match, you will not be able to win it. 1893 
Scot. Leader 10 July 7 As Fernie was now dormy seven, the 
issue was hardly in doubt. 

Dome, obs. form of Burn. 

Bo mi ck (d^inik). Forms: a. 6 dornyx(e, 
-ixe, -ycks, -ickes, *yk(k)es, -ikes, -eckes, 6-7 
doraex, darnix, 6-8 dornix, 7 darnex, (dor- 
ninx). j 3 . 5 dornewick, 6 dornik, -icke, -eck(e, 
-ek, (dornyth, dernyth, 7 daraisle), 7-9 d ax- 
nock, darnick, dorniek, 9 domock, darnak. 
The name of a Flemish town (in French called 
Town ay), applied to certain fabrics originally 
manufactured there, and to their imitations or 
substitutes, f a. A silk, worsted, woollen, or 
partly woollen fabric, used for hangings, carpets, 
vestments, etc. Obs. b, 4 A species of linen cloth 
used in Scotland for the table * (J.). 

(In sense b often spelt domock, , and erroneously referred 
to Dornoch in Scotland.) 

2489 Act. Dorn. Cone. i3i (Jam.), xij cuschingis . . and xij 
seruiotis of dornewick. 1314 Churchw . Acc. Kingston - 
■npon-Thames in Lyson Envir. Land. I. 230 Three yerds of 
Dornek for a pleyers cote. 1527 MS. Inv. Goods T. Crom- 
well (Pub. Rec. Office), ij olae qwyshyns of whyte and 
rede dornyx. .a hangyng of dornyxe. 1350-1600 Customs 
Duties (B. M. Add. MSS. 250(57), Dornickes with silke.. 
Dornickes with caddes .. Dornickes with woll , . Dornickes 
with thred. 1552 Act 5 $ 6 Edw. VI, c. 24 § 1 The making 
of Hats, Dornecks and Coverlets . . of late . . begun .. within 
the City of Norwich. 1553 Inv. in Rep. Hist. MSS. Comm. 
i* 555 An olde white vestment of dornecke, with the albe. 
1387 Fleming Contn. Holinshed III. 1290/1 Over the third 
[loom was written] the weaving of darnix. 1623-6 in 
Willis & Clark Cambridge (1886) III. 340 For dornicks for 
the master’s bed-chamber ix*. 1851 L. D. B. Gordon in 
Art Jrnl. Ilhtstr. Catal. p. viii. **/x Pattern-weaving . . 
the twills and all its varieties— as dimities, dornocks. .&c. 

C. altrib. and Comb. 

*330 J. Symsoun Inv. in Liber S. Marie de Ltmdons 
(Abbotsf. Club) 32, vij servitors of dornyth werk. 1652 
Woman* s Univers in Montgomerie's Poems (1887) 294 The 
Webster with his jumbling hand. And dormck champion 
naperies. 1672 Shadwell Miser 1, A Darnock Carpet. 
1725 Lond. Gaz. No. 6380/13 Darnick-weaver. 

If See Bannocks, which in Forby’s opinion 
* should rather be Dornecks \ 
f Dorp. Obs. [a. Bu. dorp « OE.porp, Ger. dorf 
village. Cf. Thorp.] A (Butch) village ; formerly 
more or less naturalized in sense : Village, Thorp. 

1370-6 Lambarde Peramb. Kent( 1826) 377 By Thorpe, or 
Dorpe, [is meant by the Saxons] a village, yet used in the 
lower Germaine. 1583 Stanyhurst AEneis 1. (Arb.) 31 
Where dorps and cottages earst stood. 1596 Dalrymple 
tr. Leslie's Hist. Scot. 11885) I. 106 Betuene dorpe and 
dorpe, and toune and toune. 1609 Dekker Gvlls Horne- 
Ik. 38 Tailor’s Hall that now is larger than some dorpes 
among the Netherlands. 1650 Fuller Pisgah 1. vii. 18 
Perimtes, By interpretation Villagers, as dwelling in dorps 
and Hamlets, not walled towns. 1687 Dryden Hind § P. 
in. 611 No neighboring Dorp, no lodging to be found. 

attrib. cx 6 xx Chapman Iliad xi. 587 All the dorp boors 
with terror fled. 

Dorr, var. of Bor sb. 1 and vA 
Dorray, dorree, dorrey, dorroy, dorry: 
see Bory a. and sb. 1 

Dorre, obs. f. Bare v. 1 , Bor, Bory sb. 1 
f Dorring, obs. f. Baring vbl. sb 1 and 2 . 

*374 [See Derring-do]. 1618 Latham 2 nd Ek. Falconry 
(1633) 142 If she be flowne any longer, she will likewise fall 
to dorring, and bee lost. 

Dorsabdominal a . : see Borso-. 

Dorsad (d^usaed), adv. Anal. [f. L. dors-um 
back + -ad, suffix : see Dextrad.] Towards the 
back or dorsal aspect of the body. 

1803 J. Barclay New A natom. Nomencl. 1 66. 1814 J. H. 
Wish art tr, Scarpa's Hernia Mem. 1. 25 Immediately 
behind [note, dorsad of] the insertion of the two tendinous 
pillars. 1835-6 Todd Cycl. Anat. I. 271/2 The tail., can 
be inflected aorsad. 

Dorsal (dorsal), a. (sb.) [ad. med.L. dorsal-£s, 
f. dors-um back: cf. F. dorsal (1 3-1 4th c.).] 

+ 1 . Having a back : of a knife with one edge. 
1541 R. Copland Guy don's Quest. Ckirurg . , A knyfe . .is 
of two manors; one..Dorsall bycause it hath a backe and 
cutteth but on the one syde, and the other is Ansall. 

2 . Anal. a. (Zool.) Pertaining to the back of 
an animal; situated on or near the back. (In this 
and b. often opposed to Ventral.) 

Dorsal fin, the fin situated near the middle of the back in 
fishes, etc.^ Dorsal nerves , those spinal nerves which arise 
in connexion with the dorsal vertebrae. Dorsal vertebrae, 
those situated between the cervical and lumbar vertebrae.^ 
1727-152 Chambers Cycl. s.v. Nerve, Dorsal Nerves are in 
number twelve. 1769 Pennant Zool. III. 32 The dorsal 
and anal fins. 1846 Patterson Zool. 93 The heart [in 
Insects] is an elongated muscular tube, situated along the 
middle of the hack, and hence called the dorsal vessel. 

b. (Zool. & Bot.) Pertaining to, or situated 
on, the back (i.e. upper, outer, convex, or hinder 
surface) of any organ or part. 

Dorsal suture , the outer suture of a carpel or pod, 
corresponding to the midrib of a leaf. 

1808 J. H. Wishart tr. Scarpa' s Aneurism Mem. n. 
(1814) 1 16 The posterior [note, dorsal] part of the hernial 
sac. *833 Lindley Introd. Bot. (1848) I. 381 Internal 
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expansions of the dorsal or ventral suture. 2882 Vines 
Sacks' Bot. 441 The dorsal surface of ordinary leaves. 

3 . gen. Of the back; forming a ridge like the 
back of an animal, rare. 

2827 Lytton Pelham xxv, Warburton, from his dorsal 
positions, so studiously preserved, either wished to be 
uncivil or unnoticed. 28 68 G. Duff Pol. Surv . 45 1 he great 
dorsal range that in Turkey corresponds to the Apennines. 

B. sb. 1 . Anat. Short for dorsal fin or dorsal 
vertebra : see A. 2 a. 

1834 M c Murtrie Cuvier's Anim. Kingd. 220 Pectorals 
almost imperceptible . . the dorsal and anal hardly visible. 
1840 G. V. Ellis Anat. 124 The spines of the vertebrae., 
from the sixth cervical to the third dorsal. 

2 . Eccl. = Dossal b. 

1870 F. R. Wilson Ch. Lindisf. 79 The altar has an 
alabaster dorsal. 

Hence Borsalmost superl. adj. [after upper- 
most , etc.], most to the back. Bo'rsalwa^ds 
adv., towards the back ( — Dorsad). 

2883 E. R. Lankester in Encycl. Brit. XVI. 674/1 The 
dorsalmost pair of tentacles. 1887 Jml. R. Microsc. Soc. 
Aug. 591 Nephridial tubes, .projecting dorsalwards. 

Dorsally (dpusali), adv. [-ly 2 .] In a dorsal 
position or direction ; on or towards the back. 

1839 Johnston in Proc. Berio. Nat. Club I. No. 7. 197 
Body . . strengthened dorsally with a calcareous . . plate. 1834 
Woodward Mollusca (1856) 207 Mantle-cavity opening 
dorsally, x88x J. S. Gardner in Nature No. 624. 559 
Sporangium of Osmunda seen dorsally. 

f Dorse, sb. 1 Obs. [ad. L. dors-um back.] 

1. ^-Dosser 1 i. 

a 1524 Will of Sir R. Sutton in Churton Life 521 (T.) A 
dorse and redorse of crymsyn velvet. ^ 

2 . The back of a book or writing. 

c 1640 J. Smyth Lives Berkeleys {1883) II. 94 Without any 
reverse or privy seale on the dorse. 1691 Wood A th. Oxon. 
II. 484 Books .. richly bound with gilt dorses, x866 
Horwood Yearbks. 32 <$■ 33 Edw. I. Pref. 37 note, Edward 
the Second’s letter to tne Friars Preachers on the dorse of 
the Close Roll of 19 Ed. II. 

8. Pugilistic slang. The back. To send to dorse : 
to throw on one's back, throw down. 

1822 Blackw. Mag. XII. 461 Sent to dorse in a bloodless 
fight by Painter. 

Dorse (d£is), sbA Also 7 dorce. [ad. LG. 
dorsch in same sense *= ON. torskr codfish.] A 
young cod. (Formerly supposed to be a distinct 
species, and named Gadus (or Morrhua) callarias.) 

x6io W. Folkingham Art of Survey iv. iii. 83 Base, Dorce, 
Mackeril, Whiteing. x6n Cotgr., Poisson S. Pierre , the 
Dorce. 1828 Stark Eleni. Nat. Hist. I. 423 M\orrhua\ 
callarias , Lin. The Dorse. Body gray, with brown spots 
in summer, and black in winter. 

t Dorse, V. Obs. Pugilistic sla?ig. [f. Dorse 
sb. ] 3.] trans. To throw on the back. 

1826 J. Wilson Nod. Ambr. Wks. 1855 1 . 40 The straight 
hitting . . soon dorses your roundabout hand-over-head 
hitters. 

Dorse, obs. form of Doss sbf and z>. 2 
Dorsel : see Dossal, Dossel. 

Dorser : see Dosser 1 . 

Dorsi- (dors-)? combining form of L. dors-um 
back (chiefly in anatomical, zoological, and 
botanical terms) «= 4 back- ; of, to, on the back'. 
(Sometimes less properly in the sense 4 back and 

which is correctly expressed by Borso-.) 

Used in modern formations, as Dorsibranchi- 
ate a ., having gills on the back ; belonging to the 
order Dorsibranchiata of Annelids in Cuvier’s 
system ; sb. a dorsibranchiate annelid. Dorsi- 
cu’mbent a., lying on the back, supine. Do*rsi- 
duct v. trans., to bring or carry towards the back. 
Do-rsifixed a., ‘fastened by the back ; in Botany, 
used to describe an anther which is attached by its 
back to the filament; otherwise called adnate 7 
( Syd . Soc. Lex.). Dorsifle'xion ( nonce-wd .), a 
bending of the back, a bow. Do-rsigrade a. 
[after digitigrade , plantigrade\, walking upon the 
backs of the toes, as certain armadillos (Syd. Soc. 
Lex). Dorsi-me'dian a., situated in the middle 
line of the back. Borsime sal, dorsome sal a. 
[see next] = prec. Borsim.e*son [Gr. ftiaov 
middle], the middle line of the back (Wilder & 
Gage). B orsispr nsl a . , pertaining to the spinous 
processes of the vertebras. 

1836-9 Todd Cycl. Anat. II. 411/1 The Dorsibranchiate 
Annelida. 1862 Dana Man. Geol.. Worms 155 Dorsi- 
branchiates, or free sea worms. 1883 Wilder & Gage 
Anat. Tech . 84 Dorsiduct the tail of the cat. 1823 Carlyle 
in Froude Life!. 192 With the most profound dorsiflexions. 
1842 E. Wilson Anat. Vade M. 351 The Dorsi-spinal veins 
form a plexus around the spinous., processes and arches 
of the vertebrae. 

Dorsiferous (dpisi*feros), a. [L. -fer bearing.] 

1 . Bot. Bearing the fructification (as a fern) upon 
the back (i.e. under side) of the frond. 

x 727-51 Chambers Cycl., Dorsiferous, or Dorsiparous 
Plants, .bear their seeds on the backside of their leaves. 
1835 Lindley Introd. Bot. (1848) II. 95 Polypodiaceae, or 
what are more commonly called dorsiferous ferns. 

2 . = Dorsiparous b. 

1753 in Johnson [see Dorsiparous] ; thence in mod. Diets. 

3. -Dorsigerous. 

In recent Diets. 


Dorsigerous (d^isi'd^eras), a. [L. -ger carry- 
ing : see -ous.] Carrying the young upon the back, 
as a species of opossum. 

1839 47 Todd Cycl. Anat. III. 327/2 The development of 
the pouch, .is rudimental in the Dorsigerous Opossum. 

Dorsiparous (df?.isrpar9s), a. [L. -par-us 
bringing lortb.] a. Bot. = Dorsiferous, b. Zool. 
Hatching the young upon the back, as certain 
toads. 

1727-31 [see Dorsiferous], 1733 Johnson, Dorsiferous , 
Dorsiparous , is used of plants that have the seeds on the 
back of their leaves, as fern ; and may be properly used of 
the American frog, which brings forth young from her 
back. 2883 Syd. Soc. Lex., Dorsiparous , a term applied 
to those Batrachia the ova of which become inserted into 
the skin on the back of the parent, where they develop, 

Dorsi-ventral : see Dorso-ventral s.v. Borso-, 
Borso-, dors-. Stem and combining form of 
L. dorsum back, used in comb, in the sense ‘ back 
and — — * (but sometimes improperly in other 
senses, where dorsi - is the etymological form) 
in modern formations, as Dor so-abdo minal, dors- 
abdo minal a., relating to the back and abdomen, 
or to the dorsal and ventral aspects ; whence 
Dorsabdo-mimally adv . Dorso-catrdal a., 

relating to the back and the tail ; superior and 
posterior in direction. Dorso-ce*rvical, Dorso- 
coTlar adjs. , pertaining to the back of the neck. 
Borso-epitro-clilear, name of a muscle extending 
from the back to the elbow in some quadrupeds. 
BorEO-interco stal a., relating to the back and 
the intercostal nerves. B or so-ixit e -stinal a., 

situated on the dorsal aspect of the intestine (Syd. 
Soc. Lex.). Dorso-la*teral a., relating to the 
back and the side. Borso-lu'mbar a., relating 
to the back and loins; dorsal and lumbar (ver- 
tebrae'! . Dorso-pleti ral a., relating to the back 
and the side. Bor&o-sca*pular a., relating to 
the back and the shoulder-blade. Borso-ste*rnal 

a. , relating to the back and the breast-bone. 
Bor so- ventral a., (a) ^dorsabdominal', (b) Bot. 
(seequot. 1882); whence Borso- ventrality, dorso- 
ventral condition; Borso-ve’ntrally adv., in a 
dorso-ventral direction or situation. Bors-trm- 
bonal a., ‘ both dorsal and umbonal, as one of the 
accessory valves in the family Pholadidse 3 (Cent. 
Diet.). 

1835-6 Todd Cycl. Anat. I. 170/1 These, .dorso-abdominal 
vessels, .distribute to the skin a number of ramifications. 
x88x Mivart Cat 137 The external dorso-epitroehlear is a 
slender muscle which takes origin from a fascia outside the 
spine of the scapula. 2888 W. R. Gowers Dis. Nerv. 
Syst. II. 750 The dorso-intercostal forms [of neuralgia], 
which occupy the intercostal nerves. 1835 Todd Cycl. 
A nat. I. 523/2 Dorso-lateral parts of the mantle. 1882 Vines 
Sachs' Bot. 358 A leaf springs from each of the dorso-lateral 
segments. 1834 Owen in Circ. Sc. (^1865) II, 79/2 The 
dorso-lumbar vertebrae. 1870 Rolleston A mm. Life 
15 The lung, .occupies a much smaller space in the dorso- 
sternal plane than in mammals. Ibid. 138 The dorso- 
ventral muscles. x88a Vines Sachs' Bot. App. xi. 954 Sachs 
points out . . that most monosymmetrical . . organs present 
. .dorsal and ventral halves which are of different internal 
structure ; such Organs he describes by the terrn dorsi- 
ventral. 1884 Science Mar. 324 Making a T> of which the 
stem represents the limb, and the cross the girdle running 
dorsoventrally. 1883 E. R. Lankester in Encycl. Brit. 
XVI. 687/2 In Pltolas dactylics we find a pair of umbonal 
plates, a dors-umbonal plate and a dorsal plate. 

I! Berrsolnm, -ulum. Entom. [mod.L., dim. 
of dorsum back.] 4 Kirby’s name for a piece of 
the exoskeleton of an insect situated between the 
collar and scutellum, which gives insertion to the 
anterior organs of flight ’ ( Syd. Soc. Lex. 1 883V 
1826 Kirby & Sp. Entom ol. (1828) III. xxxv. 547 The 
anterior margin of the dorsolum is deflexed. 

Borso ur : see Dosser K 
Dorst(e, obs. f. durst, pa. t. of Bare v A 
Dorstenic (fl^stemikh a. Chem . In Dor- 
stenic acid, an acid obtained from Dorstenia Con- 
tray erva, a tropical American plant of the mulberry 
tribe. So Borstexiixi (d*?\istenin), a principle 
obtained from the same plant. 

1893 Med. J- ml. 30 Sept. 55 An analysis . . gave . . a prin- 
ciple which he named dorstenin, and an acid, dorstenic 
acid, 

I! Dorsum (d^usmn). The Latin word for ' back \ 
used in scientific or technical senses. 

1 . Zool. & Anat. a. The back of an animal. 

b. The upper, outer, or convex surface of a limb 
or organ, as the hand, nose, tongue ; in Conch, the 
outer surface of a shell opposite to the opening. 

c. Bot. The outer surface of an organ or part (e.g. 
a seed), i.e. that directed away from the axis. 

_ 2840 G. V. Ellis A nat. 392 On the dorsum of the hand 
is a venous arch, which receives. , the digital veins, 2843 
J. G. Wilkinson Swedenborg* s Anim. Kingd. I. i. 30 On 
the dorsum of the tongue.. lie obtuse papillae. 2878 Bell 

a enbauAs Comp. Anat . 325 The dorsum of the Gastro- 
a. *883 H. O. Forbes Nat. Wand. E. Archip . 195 
: nose with a rather prominent and straight dorsum. 

2 . A ridge of hill or high, ground. ( nonce-use .) 

2782 T. Warton Hist. Kiddington 69 (T.) A similai 
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ridge, which creeping through the deep south-east valley . . 
suddenly rises into a massy dorsum. 

Dors-uinbonal : see Dorso-. 

Dorsur : see Dosser 1 . 

l>ort (d£it), sk Sc. [Of obscure origin ; deriva- 
tives go back to c 1500: see Dorty, Dortiness.] 
Usually in//. : Sulkiness, ill-humour; sulks. 

163a Rutherford Lett, xxiii. (1862) I. 91 Let your 
soul, .take the dorts (as we use to speak). 1725 Ramsay 
Gentle Sheph. 1. i, Then fare ye weel Meg-Dor ts. [Cf. 
Scott St. Ronans 1.] 1823 Misses Corbett Petticoat T. 

1 : 288 (Jam.) Andrew, that left you in the dorts. 

Hence Sort v. intr. to become pettish, to sulk ; 
Horted ///.«., sulky, ill-humoured. (Jam.) 
Dortiness, Dortiship : see Dorty. 
f Do*rtory, dortry. Obs. rare. [var. of Dor- 
tour, dorter, with suffix as in dormitory .] = next. 

1636 Featly Clams Myst. Ixii. 833 Churchyards by the 
Ancients are termed dormitories or dortories. 1688 R. 
Holme Armoury in. 178/2 The Dortry or Dormitory. 

+ Dortour, dorter (dputoi). Obs. exc. Hist. 
Forms : 3-5 dortore, 4 -6 -oure, 5 -oyr, -owre, 
doortur, 5-7 dorture, 6-7 -or, 7 -oir(e, 4-9 
dortour, 5-9 dorter, [a. OF. dortour , -ur, 
-eur, vars. of dortoir (12th c. in Littre):— L. dor- 
mitori-um Dormitory.] A sleeping-room, bed- 
chamber, dormitory ; esp. that of a monastery. 

c 2290 S. Eng. Leg. I. 286/278 Of pe dortore he axede 
him : 3wat were pare is dede. £1330 R. Brunne Chron. 
(1810) 256 pou may not ligge & slepe as monke in his dor- 
toure. c 1386 Chaucer Sompn. T. 147 His deeth saugh 
I by reuelacioun, S ‘ith this frere, at hoom in oore dortour. 
c 1475 Piet. Voc. in Wr.-Wuleker 803/26 Hoc dormitorinm , 
a dorter. 1596 Spenser F. Q. vi. xii. 24 The Monckes he. . 
pursu'd into their dortours sad. 1607 Topsell Four f. 
Beasts (1658) 499 The Magicians command that the grieved 
party be included in his Dortor or Bed-chamber. x666 
Pepys Diary ' (1879) IV. 214, I saw the dortoire, and the 
cells of the priests. 1820 Scott Ivanhoe xxxiii, Giving me 
somewhat over to the building of our dortour. 1891 Farrar 
in Sund. Mag. 118 The staircase leading up to the Dorter. 

attrib. 1533-4 Act 25 Hen. VIII t c. 12 The dorture doore 
was made open vnto hir by gods power. 1592 Nashe P. 
Penilesse (ed. 2) 22 b, It will make them ioliy.long winded 
to trot vp and downe the Dorter Stakes, 
b. transf. and Jig. 

156a J. Heywood Prov. 4- Epigr. (1867) 201 The mouth 
is assynde, to be the tounges dorter, a 1626 Bp. Andrewes 
Serm. (1641' 384 A cemetary, that is, a great dortor. 1641 
J, Jackson True Evang. T. I. 71 They are dead tenets., 
and we will not.. call them up from their dorters againe. 

Hence f Bortourer, one who has charge of a 
dormitory ; a < bed-maker \ 
c 1430 Pilgr. Lyf Manhodc in. xlvi. (1S69) x6o But it dis- 
pleseth me gretliche that she is dortovvrere there, and 
maketh here beddes as chamberere. 

Dorty (dputi), a. Sc. [f. Dort -f -y.] Ill- 
humoured, pettish, sulky ; saucy, haughty. 

a 1605 Montgomerie Sonnets Ixv, Right dortie to come 
ouir the dur. 1737 Ramsay Scot. Prov. (1776) 65 (Jam.) 
The dorty dame may fa’ in the dirt. 1786 Burns Author's 
Cry <$• Prayer xxiii, Though a Minister grow dorty. 

Hence Bo*rtiuess, BortisMp, ill -humour, 
haughtiness, sauciness. 

15x3 Douglas AEneis m. v. 86 The dortynes of Achilles 
ofspring. 1721 Ramsay Whs. (1848) II. 192 A ferly 'tis your 
dortiship to see. 

t Dory, dorye, a. (sk) Obs. Forms : 5 dorre, 
-ee, -ey, -oy, -y, dorye. [a. F. dord, pa. pple. of 
dorer :—L. deaurdre to gild: cf. Do he.] 

1 . Of a golden colour ; bright yellow. 

1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. v. xlv. (1495) 162 Yelowe 
colours ..Dorrey and cy trine and lyghte redde. 

2 . Old Cookery. Glazed with ‘almond milk’, 

* endored ’ : cf. Dore v. As sb. A dish so glazed. 

c 1430 Two Cookery-bks. 1 11 Soupes dorye. Ibid. Soupes 
dorroy. .Do }>e dorry a-bowte. c 1450 Ibid. 11.90 Soppes 
Dorre. Ibid. n. 114 Soupes dorrees. 

Dory (doo*ri), sbA Forms ; 5 dorre, dorray, 6 
dorrey, 7 dorie, dorry, dorae, 7- doree, dory, 
[a. F. dorie \ the Doree, or Saint Peters fish; also 
(though not so properly) the Goldfish or Goldenie 1 
(Cotgr.) ; in origin, fem. pa. pple. of dorer to gild.] 
A fish, Zeus faber, found in European seas, and much 
esteemed as food. Also called John Dory, q.v. 

c 1440 Anc. Cookery in Hattseh , Ord. 1x790) 449 Salmon, 
fresshe and dorre rosted, or gurnard sothen. c 1460 J, 
Russell Bk. Nurture 582 Whale, Swerdfysche, purpose, 
dorray, rosted wele. 1601 Holland Pliny I, 246 The 
Doree or Goldfish, called Zeus and Faber. 1655 Moufet 
& Bennet Health's Improv. (1746) 242 The Dorry is very 
like to a Sea-bream, of most excellent Taste. 1766 Anstey 
Bath Guide iv. 63 She has order’d for Dinner a Piper and 
Dory. 1828 Stark Idem. Nat. Hist. I. 478 The Dory 
..is said to be an excellent fish for the table. 

Dory (doa’ri). sb .' 2 IV. Indies and U.S. Also 
dorey. ‘ A small boat ; esp. a small flat-bottomed 
boat used in sea-fisheries, in which to go out from 
a larger vessel to catch fish’ (Cent. Diet.). 

1798 Col. Barrow in Naval Chron. 1 1799) I. 247 Canoes, 
dories, and pit pans. 18x0 Ann. Reg. 738 The Pit-pan 
being flat-bottomed, the Dory round. 1837 Hawthorne 
Twice-told T. (1851) II, vi. 91, 1 launched my dory, my little 
flat-bottomed skiff. 1858 O. W . Holmes A ut. Break/. -t. vii. 
(i8ox) 164 A fancy ‘ dory ’ for two pairs of sculls. 

Dos, obs. f. does , etc (see Do z>.), Dose. 
Dosaberd, var. of Dastberd, Obs. 


Dosage (d^-sedg). Also doseage. [f. Dose v. 
or sb. i- -age : cf. F. dosage.'] 

1 . The administration of medicine in doses : esp. 
in reference to the size of the dose. 

1876 Bartholow Mat. Med. (1879) 190 As regards doseage, 
from fifteen to thirty grains every two, three, or four hours 
..is usually the necessary quantity. Ibid. 426 [No] arbi- 
trary rules of dosage can be laid down. 2882 limes x8 
Apr. 10/4 Hahnemann’s idea of dosage. 

2 . The operation of dosing; addition of a dose 
or doses, e.g. to wine, etc. : see Dose sb. 2, v. 2 b. 

1867 C. A. Harris 1 Diet. Med. Terminal, (ed. 3) Dosage, 
a term applied in Chemistry to a plan of analysis in which 
the reagent is added in measured quantities, from a gradu- 
ated tube, to a measured and weighed solution of the assay. 

28. . De Colange I. 138 (Cent.) The dosage varies with the 
quality of the wine. 

Dosan, -and, -ain, -ayn(e, obs. ff. Dozen. 
Dose (dd*s\ sb. Also 7 dos, doss, dosse, 7-9 
doze : see also Dosis. [a. F. dose (15th c. in 
Hatz.-Darm.), ad. med.L. dosis : see Dosis.] 

1 . Med. A definite quantity of a medicine or 
drug given or prescribed to be given at one time. 

x6oo W. Vaughan Direct. Health (1633) 78 The Dose or 
quantity is foure or five leaves of it in a cup of Ale. 1608 
T. Morton Pream. Encounter 39 A dos of his Opium. ^ 1808 
Med. Jrnl. NIX. 248 Small dozes of tincture of digitalis. 
1849 Macaulay Hist. Eng. I. 441 To call his complaint 
a fever, and to administer doses of bark. 

2 . trasisf. and Jig. A definite quantity or amount 
of something regarded as analogous in some respect 
to a medical prescription, or to medicine in use or 
effect ; a definite amount of some ingredient added 
to wine to give it a special character. 

1607 Schol. Disc. agst. Antichr. 7. ii. 68 To banish the 
whole dosse of popishe doctrine. 1664 Butler Hud. 11. iii. 
955 Marry’d his_ punctual dose of Wives. cxqgo Willock 
Voy. 55 A sufficient doze of their favorite liquor, whiskey. 
1862 Merivale Rom. Emp. (1865) VI. liii. 338 To repeat | 
and daily increase the dose of flattery. 

Dose (d<?»s), z>. [f. prec. sb. ; cf. F. doser 

(16th c. in Hatz.-DarmA] 

1 . trans. To divide into, or administer in, doses. 
17x3 Derham Phys.-Theol. (J.) Plants, .esteemed poison- 
ous, if corrected, and exactly dosed, may prove powerful 
medicines. 1733 Cheyne Eng. Malady 1. xi. § 12 (1734) 
105 Care., in dosing the proper Medicines for such.. 
Disorders. 1757 Pultney in Phil. Trans. L. 74 They 
knew how to dose it very exactly. 

2 . To administer doses to : to physic. 

X654 Gayton Pleas. Notes 11. ii. 39 For the mishap, no 
other . . was to dose it but himselfe. 1685 South Serm. 

I. 298 (T.) A bold, self-opinioned physician .. who shall 
dose, and bleed, and kill him secundum artem. 1753 G. 
Washington Jrnl. Writ. 1889 I. 25 They dosed themselves 
pretty plentifully with it [wine]. 1824 W. Irving T. Trav. 

I. 41 My uncle grew worse and worse, the more dosing and 
nursing he underwent. 

b. transf. To add or apply a dose of something 
to : see Dose sb. 2. 

1836 J. Hume in Ho. Comm. 24 Mar., The dosing wines 
liberally with brandies and other spirits. 2884 Fortn . Rev. 
Dec. 799 This dosing with ammoniates has done more to 
impoverish agriculture than all the terrors of disease. 

Hence Do ser, one who (or that which) gives 
a dose : used contemptuously for a physician. 

x 838 Poor Nellie 162 Never met one of your dosers yet, 
who was anything but a quack. 

Dose, obs. f. does , etc. (see Do v.\ Doze. 
Doseberd, -beirde, var. Dasiberd, Obs . 
Dosein, dosen, obs. forms of Dozen. 

Dosel, -il, obs. forms of Dossal, Dossil. 
Doseper : see Douzepers. 

Doser, obs. form of Dosse r U 
Dosimeter (dM-mitei). Also doso’meter. 
[f. as next + -meter.] An apparatus for measuring 
doses or the like. 

x88x Nature XXV. 144 An electrolytic dosometer for 
measuring the intensity of the current during medical 
application of electricity. 

Dosimetric (d^sime*trik), a. (sb.) [f. Gr. 

Sdutj (see Dose) + -metric.] Relating to the 
measurement of doses. So Dosimetry (dtisi*- 
m/tri), the measurement of doses (Syd Soc. Lex/. 

x88i Daily News 1 1 May, The new Dosimetric method of 
treatment. 1883 Syd. Soc. Lex., Dosimetric medicine, a 
method of treating disease . . [by] the employment of simple 
and active remedies.. in doses that are mathematically 
defined and administered according to certain rules. 

Dosin, obs. form of Dozen. 

Dosio'logy, doso*logy. [irreg. f. Dose or 
Dosis : see -Ology.] * That branch of medicine 
which treats of the amounts or doses in which 
drugs should be given* (Syd. Soc. Lex.). 

1678 Phillips (ed. 4 ), Dosology. 

Dosipers, var. Douzepers, Obs. 

1 Do *sis. Obs. [med.L. a. Gr. 5 o<m giving, n. 
of action from < 5 ibovai to give.] =Dose \ sb. (being 
the form in earlier use in Eng.). 

1543 Traheron Vigo’s Chirurg. 35 b/2 (Stanf.) The dosis 
of gyuing of them is .3. i. x6xx Coryat's Crudities Panegyr. 
Verses, [Thy book] a Dosis is against all Melancholy. 2655 
H. Vaughan Silex Scint. n. Joy (1858) 146 A sugerd dosis 
Of wormwood, and a death’s-head crown’d with roses. 2668 
H. More Dir. Dial. 1. 494 Too large a Dosis of Knowledge. 
Dosk, obs. form of Dusk. 


DOSSES. 

Dosour, obs. form of Dosser 1. 
t DOSS, sbl Obs. Also 5 doc©, [a. F. dos:— 
late L .*dossttm, for dorsum back.] .** Dorse sbl 1 , 
Dosser ^ i 

2482 Ld. Beauchamp Will \ Doce and redoce of red 
velvet, c 2490 Promp. Parv. 127/2 (MS. K.) Dosse, dos- 
sorinm. 2533 Coronat. Q. Anne in Arb. Garner (1879) II. 

50 The blue 'ray cloth spread from the high dosses of 
the Kings Bench unto the high altar of Westminster. 

DOSS (dps), sb ! 2 slang. Also 8 dorse. [Prob. 
of same origin as Doss sbJ : cf. Doss v: 2 ] 

1 . A place for sleeping in, a bed ; esp. a bed in 
a common lodging-house. 

1789 G. Parker Life's Painter 265 (Farmer) Dorse, the 
place where a person sleeps, or a bed. 2852 Mayhew Land. 
Labour I. 336 (Hoppe) In course the man paid ; for the aos 
(bed), c 2880 Barnardo T aken out of Gutter 2 I he covet ed 
‘doss’, as the bed in a threepenny lodging-house is called. 

2 . Sleep. 

2858 A. Mayhew Paved with Gold 118 /Farmer) Into 
this .. retreat, the lads crept.. to enjoy their doss, as, m 
their slang, they called sleep. 1887 Daily News 29 Sept, 
7/2 [Bargeman] To tell you the truth, we were having 
a doss (sleeping) in the cabin. _ . 

3. Comb, doss-house, a common lodging-house ; 
doss-man, the keeper of a ‘ doss-house*. 

2825 C. M. Westmacott Eng. Spy I. 380 The Duck lane 
doss man. 1888 Pall Mall G. 6 Oct. 4/1 Lord Comptons 
proposal for an inquiry by a Select Committee into the 
‘doss-houses’ of London. 2892 Spectator 14 Mar. 385/2 
Preferable .. to the contamination of the doss-house. 

Doss (d^s), vi Obs. exc. dial. [Origin obscure. 
It may be partly onomatopceic, under the combined 
influence of dusk (or dash and toss. Ct. also MDu, aosseu, 
intens. of dosen y doesen , to strike with violence and noise 
(Kilian).] .. 

1 . a. intr. To push with the horns, as a bull, 
b. trans , To toss (the horns), c. To butt, toss, 
or gore (a person) with the horns, dial, 

2583 Golding Calvin on Deut. xx. 119 [These] doe dosse 
with their homes like madde billies against all good Gouern- 
ment and policie, 1589 PasquiVs Ret. C iv, They are called 
Bulles, because they dosse out theyr homes against the 
truth. 1596 H. Clapham Brief e Bible 11. 1219 The Deuill.. 
is introduced with his Hornes, even for dossmg (ey destroy- 
ing) this Man-childe Jesus. ci68o H ickeringill H 1st. 
PVhiggism Wks. 1716 I. qi You may know the Nature of 
the Beast, .by her Dossing at Men on all trivial occasions. 
a 1825 Forby Voc. E. A nglia , Doss, to attack with the horns, 
as a bull, a ram, or a he-goat. 

2 . Sc. To throw down with force ; to toss down, 
a 1745 Meston Poems- ( 1767) 106 (Jam.) Resolv’d to. make 

him count and reckon, And doce down, a 1809 Christmas 
Baling in J. Skinner Misc. Poet. (1809; 134 (Jam.) The 
pensy blades doss’d down on stanes. 

Doss, v ,’ 2 slang. Also 8 dorse, 9 dos. [Goes 
with Doss sb.-] intr. To sleep; esp. to sleep at 
a common lodging-house or ‘ doss-house * (see 
Doss sb . 2 3). Hence Do'ssing vbl. sk; also 
attrib. 

2785 Grose Diet. Vulg. Tongue s.v., To dorse.. to sleep. 
1789 G. Parker Life’s Painter 165 (Farmer 1, I dorsed 
there last darkey. 2838 Comic Almanack Apr. (Farmer) 
The hulks is now my bowsing-crib, the hold my dossing- 
ken. 1888 Earl Compton Sg. House Commons 5 Oct., 
A select committee to inquire into the * dossing’ or lodging- 
house system. 1895 Tablet 14 Sept. 426 Charges of theft, 
begging, * dossing out and other juvenile misdemeanours. 

Doss(e, obs. form of Dose. 

Dossal, dossel (op'sal, -el). Also 7 dosel, 
dorsel. [ad. med.L. dossdle, var. of dorsale a 
hanging behind a seat, an altar, etc., after OF. 
dossel (occas. dossal), f. dos back.] 

a. An ornamental cloth forming a cover for the 
back of a seat: = Dosser 1 1 . arch. b. Eccl. 
An ornamental cloth, usually embroidered, hung 
at the back of the altar or at the sides of the 
chancel. 

2658-2706 Phillips, A Dosel or Dorsel . . a rich Canopie 
under which Princes sit, also the Curtain of a Chaire of State. 
1848 Lytton Harold v. i, The Earl’s old hawk, .perched on 
the dossel of the Earl’s chair. 1852 Ecclesio legist 324 A 
rich woven stuff suspended, as a dossel, behind the altar. 
2866 F. G. Lee Direct. A ngl. (ed. 3) 6 There should be no 
Cross embroidered on the Dossal where the Altar-Cross is 
in use. Ibid. 353 Dossel. 

Dosseberde, var. of Dasiberd, Obs. 

Dossein, dossen, obs. forms of Dozen. 
t Dossel. Obs. or dial. Also 8-9 dorsel. [a. 
F. dossel late L, dorsale what pertains to the 
back, f. L. dorsum , F. dos back.] A pannier or the 
like borne by a beast of burden : —Dosser 1 2. 
(In quot. 1827, an appliance for carrying burdens 
on the back.) 

2755 Johnson, Dorsel \ Dorser, a pannier ; a basket or bag 
one of which hangs on either side a beast of burden. It is 
corruptly spoken, and perhaps written, dossel. 1791 J. 
Collinson Hist. Somerset II. 34 The manure [is carried] m 
wooden pots called dossels. 2827 Carlyle Germ. Romance 
IV. 44 The porter is girding the portmanteau on his dorsel. 
Dossel, var. Dossal, Dossil. 

Dosse pers, dosseperes, var. Douzepers. 
Dosser 1 (d^-soi), dorser (d^usoi). Obs. exc. 
Hist. Forms: a. 4-5 doser, 4-6 docer(e, 5 
dossour, dosour, dosur(e, 5-7 dossar, 4- dos- 
ser. 0 . 4-* dorser; 5 dor sere, -cere, -sur, 6 
dorsour, 7 dorcer, (9 dorsar, -eur). [a. OF. 
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dossier, docier, f. dos back : cf. med.L. dorsdrium 
(f. dorsum ), to which dorser is conformed.] 

1. An ornamental cloth nsed to cover the back of 
a seat, esp. of a throne or chair of state, or as a 
hanging for the wall of a hall or room of state, or 
of the chancel of a church ( = Dossal h). 

a. S3. . Gctiv. fy Gr v Knt. 478 Hit watz don abof J?e dece, 
on doser to henge. c 1380 Sir Ferumb. 1340 he dossers 
were of ryche pal ; y-brouded al wi}> golde. 1432 Test. Ebon 
II. 22 A rede docer with a banquere, and all y* whisshyns. 
1495 Nottingham Rec. III. 40 Unum doser ad pendendum 
supra lectum cum curtenis eidem pertinentibus. 

B. X379 Prw. Purse Exp. Etiz. of York (1830) 242/2 
Best dorser, four costers and one banker. 14 . . Lai. <$■ Eng. 
Vac . in Wr.-Wiilcker 579/23 Dorsorium, a dorsere. 1516 
Inventories (1815) 28 (jam.) A frountell of ane alter of 
clothe of gold, a dorsour of clothe of gold. 4 1870 Morris 
Earthly Par. I. it. 555 Dorsars, with pearls in every hem. 

2 . A basket carried on the back, or slung in pairs 
over the back of a beast of burden, a pannier. 

«. <7x384 Chaucer H. Fame in. 850 Men..maken of 
these panyers Or elles hottes or dossers, c 1443 
Repr, 1. vi» 30 Schulde men seie. .that tho fischis g;ewen 
out of the panyeris or dossers. 1532 More Confut . Tindate 
Wks. 657/2 The deuil hath.. made him to fall in the diche 
with his docer, and breake all his egges. xSoS Merry 
Devil of Edmonton in Hazl. Dodsley X. 224 Turn the 
wenches off, And lay their dossers tumbling in the dust. 
1725 Bradley Farn. Diet. s. v. Seeds, Seven or eight 
Dossers full of this earth. 1772 Simes Mil. Guide, Dosser , 
a kind of basket.. to be carried on the shoulders, used to 
carry the overplus earth from one part of a fortification to 
another. 1850 Leitch tr. Mailed s A nc. A rt § 388 She seems 
to be in the act of suspending the first in a kind of dosser. 

0 . 1526 Ord. Hen. VIII, in Housek , Ord. (1790) 143 
And that the dorsers keepe their due gage. 1625 F letcher 
& Shirley Nt. Walker 1, I may meet her Riding from 
Market, .'twixt her Dorsers. 17x2 J. James tr. Le Blonds 
Gardening 108 Dorsers or Hampers carried by Horses or 
Asses. XS77 W rax all Hugo’s Mise rabies iv. xlii, A rag- 
picker with her dotser and her hook. 

f b. A syphilitic swelling or bubo. Obs. 

1547 Boorde Brev. Health lxxxii. 34. 

3 . attrib. and Comb., as f dosser-bead, a foolish 
person ; + dosser-headed a., foolish. 

1612 Dekker If it be not good Wks. 1873 III. 312 That’s 
the cause we haue so many dosser-heads. 1655 tr. De 
Parc's Francion 1. 26, 1 find you are not dosser-headed. 

t Do *sser 2 , Obs. rare. [f. Doss vA + -as 1 ,] 
pi. The horns of an animal. 

1565 Golding Ovids Met.xxu (1593) 161 A ram.. Was 
thither ... drawne. .the medicine .. seard his dossers from 
his pate, And with his homes abridgd his yeares. 

Do •sser 3 . slang, [f. Doss vA + -er i.] One 
who frequents, or sleeps at, a common lodging- 
house. Happy dosser : see quot. 1 884. 

x866 Tempte Bar Mag. XVII, 33 The entrance., is 
usually thronged with ‘dossers’ (casual ward frequenters'. 
X884G. R. Sims in Rep. Comm. Housing of Wrkg. Classes 
App. 185/2 People crowd in at night, and sleep on the 
stairs of the houses ..they call them ‘’appy dossers’.. 

* ’appy dosser ’ means a person who. sleeps where he can. 
3:891 Booth Darkest Eng. 98 There is no compulsion upon 
any one of our dossers to take part in this meeting. 

Dosser et (dgsereO. Arch. [a. F. dosseret , 
dim. of dossier', see Dosser C] (See quota.) 

1865 Ecclesiologist Feb. 2 The supplementary abacus, or 
dosseret— that cubical block of stone, often higher than the 
capital itself, .so often found above the capitals of Byzan- 
tine columns. 1865 Sat. Rev. 182 The capitals .. have a 
second capital, called a dosseret, above the regular one. 

Dosseyn, obs. form of Dozen. 

Dossiberd, var. of Dasiberd, Obs. 

Dossier (dgrsi&t). [a. F. dossier , in sense 

* bundle of papers *, which from their bulging are 
likened to a back {dos } : see Dosser 1 .] A bundle 
of papers or documents referring to some matter. 

1880 Con temp. Rev. 992 The dossiers of the electioneering 
agent. 1885 Spectator 8 Aug. 1040/2 A part of the Great 
Hastings dossier, the case against Sir Elijah Impey. 
Dossil (dfrsil). Forms : 3 dosil, 4 dosele, 
•eil, 5 dosel(le, -ylle, duselle, 6 dossell, 6-8 
dozel(l, 7 dossill, 9 doss el, 7- dossil, [a. OF. 
dosil, now doisil, douzil spigot, plug, tap, cock 
late L. duci cuius (Du Cange), dim. of dux, duc-em 
leader. Med.L. had also ducillus, docillus.] 

+ 1. A plug for a barrel ; a spigot. Obs. 

1297 R. Glouc. (1724) 542 Hii caste awei the dosils, that win 
orn abrod. 13.. Seuyn Sag. (W.) 1150 And tho ( ■= when] 
he hadde mad holes so fele, In ecn he pelt a dosele. c 1423 
Voc. in Wr.-Wiilcker 659 Hie ducellus, dosylle. 1483 Cath. 
Angl. 111/2 A Duselle. 

2 . A plug of lint or rag for stopping a wound, 
etc. ; a pledget. 

1575 Banister Chyrurg. 1. (1585) 262 With some dozell or 
fitte bowlster, l&yde on the place. _ 1676 Wiseman Chirurg. 
Treat . 299, 1 dressed the Bone with Dossils dipt in a new- 
laid Egg, _ *7Sx Smollett Per. Pic, xxvii, A dossil of lint 
with a snip of plaister. 1805 Med. Jrnl, XIV.. 302, I 
dressed the wound with small dossils, imbued with vul- 
nerary water. 

3 . dial. (See quots.) 

1828 Craven Dialect , Dossel , a wisp of hay or straw* to 
stop up any aperture of a barn, &c. 1847-78 Halliwell, 
Dossel , the rose at the end of a water-pipe. 

4 . A roll of cloth for wiping off the excessive ink 
from the surface of a copper-plate in printing. 

1874 in Knight Diet. Meek. 

Dossin, -yn, obs. forms of Dozen. 


Dossity, var. of Docity. 

Dossour, dosur(e, obs. forms of Dosser 1. 
Dost (dsust), 2 sing. pres. ind. of Do v., q.v. 
Dosy, var. Dozy. 

Dosze-peres, var. Douzepers, Obs. 

Dot (dpt), sbA Also 7-9 dott, 7-8 dot®. [Of 
OE. dott a single instance is known in sense * head 
of a boil * ,* otherwise the word is not known till 
16th c., and not common till 18th c. The OE. 
word was cognate with OHG. Uitto, tut la, mod. 
Ger. dial, dutte , nipple of the breast ; perh. also 
with mod.Da. dot ‘ twirled knot of silk or thread 
but the radical sense is not clear; if *duito-z, dott , 
was the source of dyiian to DiT,stopup, the original 
notion might be ‘small lump, clot’.] 
f 1 . The head of a boil. (Only OE.) 

<rxooo Sax. Leeckd. III. 40 geopenige mon J>onne Jxme 
dott, and binde hone cliSan to ban swyle. 

2 . A small lump, a clot. Obs. or dial. 

[1530 Palsgrave is cited by Halliwell.] 1570 Levins 
Man ip. 176/2$ A dot, obstructorium. x6xx Cotgr., Cra- 
cker vn lacobm , to spit out a collop, or dot of flegme. 
Ibid., Glagon .. a dot or collop of flegme spet out. 1869 
Lonsdale Gloss., Dot, a small lump. 

3 . A minute spot, speck, or mark of different 
colour or material from the surface on which 
it is. 

1674 N. Fairfax Bulk Selv. 25 There being as many 
things to be known, as there are dotts or points in the out- 
ward immensity 1776 Withering Brit. Plants (1796' 1 . 266 
Receptacle globular, or oblong, with hollow dots. 1805 Med. 
Jrnl. XIV. 367 In the measles the rash is composed of 
circular dots partly distinct, partly set in small clusters. 
1861 Miss Pratt Flower. PI. III. 289 Little dots or glands 
of the leaves. 

fig. a 1653 Gouge Comm. Heb. iii. 4 Unless the hollow 
dotes of hypocrisie be made plain and even, .we can never 
make up a Temple For God to dwell in. 

b. Plastering : .(see quots. 1823 and 1874). e. 
Mining', (see quot. 1 881). d. Embroidery', (see 
quot. 1882). 

1823 P. Nicholson Builder 390 Dots, patches of plaster put 
on to regulate the floating rule in making screeds and bays. 
1874 Knight Diet. Meek. I. 722/1 Dots (Plastering), nails 
driven into a wall to a certain depth, so that their protrud- 
ing heads form a gage of depth in laying on a coat of 
plaster. x88x Raymond Mining Gloss., Dotts or Dott- 
holes, small openings in the vein. x88z Caulfeild & Saward 
Diet. Needlework 154/2 Dot, an Embroidery stitch used in 
all kinds of fancy work, and known as Point de Pois and 
Point d’Or. 

4 . A minute roundish mark made with a pen or 
the like, or resembling one so made. 

1748 Anson’s Voy. in. ii. 315 A small island.. which is 
represented in the general chart . . only by a dot. 1752 
J. Louthian Form of Process fed. 2) 184 The Clerk marks 
with a Dote or Stroke of Ink, the Names of all that do 
appear. 1821 Craig Led . Drawing vii. 403 Working 
[engraving] entirely in dots or points. 1843 Prescott 
Mexico (1850) I. 91 The first twenty numbers were expressed 
by a corresponding number of dots. 

5 . Specifically: Orthogr. a. A point used in 
punctuation ; as in the period or full stop (,), or 
the colon (:). b. The point over the letters i 
and j ; formerly also over y as a vowel, c. A 
point placed over, under, or by a letter or figure to 
modify its signification, pronunciation, or value. 

X740 Dyche & Pardon, Dot , a small mark or point, such 
as is put over an i, or at the end of a sentence, a 1771 
G. Sharpe Method Learn. Hebreao Lang, i. (R. 1 , To express 
thousands the Rabbins usually place two dots over the 
units. 1794 Wolcott (P. Pindar) Rowland for 01 . Wks. 
II, 380 On each superfluous letter vents a sigh, and saves the 
little dot upon an i. 1844 Upton Physioglyphics go q re- 
presents P, but p (without the dot) is equivalent to Ph. 
1887 Ld. Derby m Pall Mall G. 15 Nov. 14/1 He did not 
care to put the dots on the i’s [see Dot v. 1 b], but he said 
with conviction that the difficulty which Malthus pointed 
out seventy years ago. .was upon us again. 

d. Mus. A point placed for various purposes 
after, over, or under a note, after a rest, or before 
or after a double bar. 

x8o6 Callcott M us. Grant, iii- 32 When it is necessary 
to lengthen a Note by half its value, a dot is placed after it. 
1880 Grove Did. Mus. I. 431/1 Notes marked with dots 
should be less staccato than those with clashes. Ibid. 456/2 
Dots following rests lengthen them to the same extent as 
when applied to notes. ^ Ibid. 457/2 Double Bar . . when 
accompanied by dots indicates that the section on the same 
side with the dots is to be repeated. 

0 . A little child or other tiny creature. 

1859 Caper n Ball. Songs 174 Right joyous be thy lot.. 
My bonny bright-eyed dot. 1894 Sai.a Land, up to Date 
xii. 149 Troops of children, from little dots of four and five. . 
to big girls. 

7 . The act by which a dot is made by a point 
striking a surface. 

1858 Hawthorne Fr. $ It. Jmls. I. 255 He,. stumped 
on with a faster or slower dot of his crutch, according to 
our pace. 

8 . Comb., as dot-like adj., - maker ; also, dot-and- 
dash a., formed by dots and dashes, as the Morse 
telegraph- alphabet, etc. ; dot-hole (see sense 3 c) ; 
dot-plant, a plant that stands out as a conspicuous 
spot of varied colour in a mass of plants ; dot-punch 
= CENTRE-punch ; dot-stitch, a stitch used in 
making dots in embroidery ; dot- wheel, a toothed 


wheel mounted in a handle, which when rolled 
over a surface produces a dotted line. 

1876 Preece, etc., Telegraphy (ed. 2) 54 Representing the 
one signal by a dot (.) and the other by a dash (— ) , we have 
the dot and dash alphabet of Morse. Ibid. 73 Instruments 
employed in recording the dot and dash signals. 1882 
Garden 7 Jan. 7/2 The two last are effective as ‘ dot * plants 
in large masses of Pelargoniums or dark-leaved plants. 

1895 Daily News 4 Apr. 6/1 Dot-like irregularities. 

|| Dot (dpt), sbA [a. mod.F. dot (dot), ad. L. 
dot-em dower.] A woman’s marriage portion; 
the property which she brings with her, and of 
which the interest or annual income alone is under 
her husband’s control. See also Dote sbN, which 
is the historical Eng. form. 

1855 Thackeray Nezvcomes (1879) L xxxl 354 (Stanf.) 
Mademoiselle has so many francs of dot. 1870 H. Smart 
Race for Wife ii, There would, perhaps, be some little 
difficulty about the dot. 1882 Mrs. Riddell Pr. Wales’s 
Garden-Party 37 She had a dot of three thousand pounds, 
which, .brought in under a hundred a year. 

Dot (d/>t) , v . 1 [f. Dot j/;. 1 ] 

1 . trans. To mark with a dot or dots; to make 
a dot or dots on. Dot in, to fill in with dots. 

1740 Dyche & Pardon, Dot, to mark with small points, 
as engravers do to express Or in Heraldry. 1776 G. Sem- 
ple Building in Water 87 A third Plate., which you see 
dotted out. x8xx Self Instructor 524 To imagine that the 
picture was entirely dotted in. 1852 Alford m Life (1873) 
21 1 The choice geraniums are where I have dotted my plan. 

b. To put the dot (*) over the letter i or j. 
To dot the i's (Jig.) : to fill in the particulars, to 
particularize minutely. 

1849 Thackeray in ScribnePs Mag. I. 557/1 I have ., 
dotted the i’s. 1865 Cornh. Mag. Aug. 254 None of the i’s 
are dotted, the dot being first used towards the end of the 
fourteenth century. 1885 Manch. Exam. 15 June 6 / 2 
Improving the interval, .to dot his i’s and cross his t’s. 

1896 Daily Citron. 20 Apr. 4/7 [He] dotted our ‘i’s’ and 
crossed our ‘ t’s ’ with a vengeance about the lack of men in 
the Navy. 

2 . To cover or diversify as with minute spots. 
x8x8 J. Mars den Anmsent. Mission . (ed. 2) 42 These 

em’rald isles, that Ocean’s bosom dot. <0x859 Macaulay 
Hist. Eng. V 53 The whole Channel was dotted with our 
cruisers. x868 Morris Earthly Par. 1 . 171 Meadows green 
Dotted about with spreading trees. 
fig. 1853 J. Gumming Foreshadows ix. 242 Pier nation's 
history was dotted with judgements from the Lord. 

3 . To place like dots at separate points on a 
surface; to scatter like dots or specks. 

1816 Keatinge Trav. x 1817) II. 25 Domestic fowls [were] 
dotted here and^ there through the other groups. 1858 
Lady Canning in Hare Two Noble Lives 118031 H. 464 
The staff are dotted about by twos in different bungalows. 
x 85 8 Morris Earthly Par. I. 364 All about were dotted 
leafy trees. 

4 . To write down compendiously ; to jot down. 

X773 [see Dotting vbl. sb . 2]. 1845 Ford Haud-bk. 

Spain l 58 One word dotted down on the spot is worth 
a cart-load of recollections. x86o Thackeray Round. Papers, 
Screens in Din. Rooms (1876) 60, I had an amiable com- 
panion close by me, dotting down my conversation. 

5 . intr. To make a dot or dots. See next. 
1755-73 Johnson, Dot , to make dots or spots. 

Dot and carry (one). 

1 . A schoolboy’s expression in some processes of 
elementary arithmetic (subtraction, division, and 
addition). Hence, a name for such process ; also 
for one who does calculations or teaches elementary 
arithmetic. 

1785 Grose Diet. Vulg. Tongue, Dot-and-carry-one, 
a writing master or teacher of arithmetic. 1822 Scott 
Nigel v, You old dotard Dot-and-carry-one that you are. 
x8. . Lowell Didactic Poetry Poet. Wks. 1890 IV. 226 The 
metre, too, was regular As schoolboy’s dot and carry. 

2 . humorously = next. Also fig. and transf. 

1841 Leman Rede 16 String Jack 1. iv, (Farmer) Of all 

the rummy chaps I ever did see, that dot-and-carry-one of 
old poetry is the queerest, 1883 Stevenson Treas. 1 st. iv. 
xvi, I know my pulse went dot and carry one. 

Dot and gt> one. An expression representing 
the limp of a person lame of one leg, or who has a 
wooden leg which makes a * dot ’ on the ground 
for each step that the other goes. Used subst. 
for the action, and for the person ; and as adj. and 
adv , qualifying either. Also Jig. and transf. 

1772 Nugent tr. Hist. Friar Gerund I. 130 The Dot-and- 
go-one of whom we are speaking. 1773 Mad. D’Arblay 
Early Diary 2 Oct., The attentive kind husband, who. . 
prefers a dot-and-go-one with his wife to the fiery coursers 
without. 1840 Barham Ingol. Leg., Lay St. Nicholas Iviii, 
He rose with the sun, limping ‘ dot and go one x86x T. A. 
Trollope La Beata 1 . viii. 188 The laborious dot-and-go- 
one walk occasioned by his lameness. x88x J. Hawthorne 
Port. Fool 1. xx, The conversation, .hobbled along in the 
discontinuous, dot-and-go-one fashion that conversations 
sometimes affect. 

Dot, vA rare. [ad. mod.F. do ter, after Dot sbA 
The historical Eng. form was Dote vA] trans. 
To dower (a bride) with a marriage portion. 

1887 E. Gerard Land beyond Forest (1888) II. 94 The 
empress undertook to dot every young gipsy girl who 
married a person of another race. 

Dotage (d<? u, ted3\ [app. f. Dote vA or sbA + 
-A0E. Cf. F. radotage.\ 

1 . The state of one who dotes or has the intellect 
impaired, now esp. through old age ; feebleness or 
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imbecility of mind or understanding ; infatuation, 
folly; second childhood ; senility. Also transf. 

X3. . E. E. A Hit. P. B. 1425 penne a dotage ful depe drof 
to his hert. c 1386 Chaucer Wife's Frol. 709 Thanne sit 
he doun, and writ in his dotage, That wommen kan nat 
kepe hir manage, c 1430 Lydg. Hors, Shefe G. 156, 

I trowe he be falle in Dotage. 1579 Lyly Euphues (Arb.) 
158 Y e absurde dotage of him that thinketh tber is no god. 
16x8 Bolton Ftorus hi. vii. (1636) 194 Hee had the reward 
of his dotage, for the Cretensians intercepted most part of 
his navie. 1766 Goldsm. Vic. W. xiv, The world is in its 
dotage. 1855 Macaulay Hist. Eng. 111 . 472 Now fast 
sinking into dotage. 

b. A foolish or imbecile thought, word, or 
deed ; a folly or stupidity. 

01x529 Skelton Replyc. 272 Deullysshe pages, Full of 
suche dottages. 1636 Prynne Unbisk. Tim. (1661) 89 This 
. . is a notorious dotage and untruth. 1772 Fletcher Logica 
Genev. 47 Enemies to his antinomian dotages. 1825 Cole- 
ridge Aids Reft. (1848) I. 233 note, A specimen of these 
Rabbinical dotages. 

2 . The action or habit of doting upon any one ; 
foolish affection ; excessive love or fondness. 

c 1440 Partonope 476S She ganne no nye fall wyth hym 
in dotage. 1470-85 Malory Arthur iv. i, Merlyn felle in 
a dottage on the damoisel. 15x3 More Rich. Ill (1883) 
59 For a litle wanton dotage vppon her parson. 1699 Burnet 
39 Art. xxii. (1700) 242 A most excessive dotage upon 
them. 1814 Byron Corsair 11. xiv. 66 Oh ! that this 
dotage of his breast would cease ! 

b. An object doted upon, or regarded with 
excessive fondness. 

1662 Cokaine Ovid r. Hi. Dram. Wks. (1874) 224 You 
shall. .Become Jove's dotage, and be Queen of heaven. 
1821 Byron Sardan. n. i, He loved that gay pavilion, — it 
was ever His summer dotage. 1845 Whitehall ii. 7 Being 
his father’s dotage. 

Dotal (d<? u tal), a. [ad. L. dotal- is, f, dot-em 
dowry, marriage portion, endowment; perh. 
immed. a. F. dotal (16th c.).] Pertaining to a 
dower, dowry, or marriage portion of a woman. 

1513 Douglas ASneis xi. vii. 182 Gif. .this hald ryall 
Suld be thy drowry, and rich gift dotall, 1621 G. Sandys 
Ovids Met, xiv. (1626) 296 Nor contend ..for Latinus 
crowne^JNor dotall Kingdome. 172 2 Wollaston Relig. 
Nat. viii. 156 note, There were witnesses, and dotal writ- 
ings. 1875 Maine Hist. Inst. xi. 320 The well-ascer- 
tained rules supplied by the written law for dotal settle- 
ments. 

t Do’tant. Obs. rare— 1 , [f. Dote v. + -ANTh 
Cf. F. radotant , pres, pple.] = Dotard. 

1607 Shaks. Cor. v. ii. 47 Such a decay’d Dotant as you 
seeme to be. 

Dotard (cl<? u ‘taid), sb. and a. Also 5 doterd, 
5-6 dooterd, -arde, (6 dodart), 6-7 dottard, 7-8 
doatard. [In sense 1, f. Dots v. + -ard. See 
also note to sense 2.] A. sb. 

1 . An imbecile, a silly or stupid person ; now, 
usually,, one whose intellect is impaired by age ; 
one who is in his dotage or second childhood. 

c 1386 Chaucer Wife's Prol. 331 For certeyn olde dotard 
by youre leue Ye shul haue queynte right ynogh at eue. 
c 1489 Caxton Sonnes of Ay mon ix. 208 Thou were an olde 
dooterd and a fo ole. 1509 Barclay Shyp of Folys (1874) 
1 . 47 Thou blynde dodart, these wordes holde thou styll. 
c 16x0 Randolph Eclog. in Farr S. P. fas. I (1848) 280 
Doatard : you fowle on Pan’s omniscience fall. 1725 Pope 
Odyss. xx. 433 The dotard’s mind To every sense is lost, to 
reason blind. 1862 Mkrivale Rom. Em A (a 865) VI. xlvii. 
13 He declared that the dying man’s disposition, .was the 
act of an incapable dotard. 

fb. One who dotes (on something) ; a doter. 

1602 Marston Ant. $ Mel, ii. Wks. 1856 I. 25 That 
peevish dotard on thy excellence, 

1 2 . (Also dottard .) A tree that has lost its top 
or branches, and of which the trunk alone remains, 
more or less in a state of decay. Sometimes 
identified with pollard', sometimes apparently dis- 
tinguished, as having lost its branches by damage 
or decay, and not by lopping or polling. Obs. 

[It is doubtful whether this is the same word as sense 1 ; 
were it not that the synonymous Doddard is known only 
later, it would be natural to take that as the original word, 
from Don v., with dottard, dotard, as variants assimilated 
to this word.] 

/11603 N. Riding Rec. (1894) 260 Warrants for the sale 
of dotards. 1626 Bacon Sylva § 586 We see almost all 
Overgrowne-Trees. . are Pollards, or Dottards, and not Trees 
at their full Height. 1662 Petty Taxes 44 The same ill 
husbandry, as to make fuel of young saplings, instead of 
dotards and pollards. 1725 Bradley Fam, Diet. s.v. Wil- 
low, A Willow Planted and well manag’d, may continue 
five and twenty Years. .Old rotten Dotards may be fell’d 
and easily supply’d. 

B. adj. [attrib. use of the sb."] 

1 . Imbecile, silly ; in senile decay or second child- 
hood. 

^1386 Chaucer Wife’s Prol, 291 Olde dotard shrewe. 
*557 North GueuarcCs Diall Pr. Prol. Aij b, I never sawe 
a more dootarde foole than Phormio. *795 Southey Joan 
of A rc in. 541 To please Your dotard fancies 1 1876 A. D. 
Murray Chamivood 143 My old aunt . . has been very 
feeble and dotard all the winter. 

f 2 . Of a tree: Remaining as a decayed trunk 
without branches : see A. 2. Obs. 

*585 Burgh ley Let. in Reg . Mert. II. 108 The sale of 
some dottard trees.. for their necessary fewelL 1697 Lut- 
trell Brief Rel. (1857) IV. 202 A grant worth £20,000 of 
dotard trees in Needwood forest. 1797 Burns Eccl. Law 
(ed. 6) III. 486 If dotard trees are privileged, much more 
ought pollards. 


Hence Do-tardagfe, Do*tardism, Do-tardy 
(nonce-wds.), the state of being a dotard ; B©*- 
tardly a., foolish, stupid ; Dotard-like a. 

2664 H. More Antid. agst. Idol. 38 That dull and 
dotardly sin of Idolatry. 1831 Lincoln Herald 7 Oct. 4 
Dotardism itself could go no further. 1859 S. W ilberforce 
in Times 28 Feb. 12/3 Drivelling dotardage. 

Dotarie, obs. form of Dotery. 
t Do*tate 9 ppl ct. Obs. Also -at. [ad. L. 
dotat-us pa, pple. of dotare : see next.] Endowed, 
bestowed. Used as pa. pple. 

1536 Bellenden Cron. Scot. (1821) I. Cosmogr. p. xxxix, 
Glasgu . .quhare ane nobili kirk is dotat richelie in honour of 
Sanct Mungow. 1560 in Spottiswood Hist. Ch. Scot. iii. 
(1677) 164 All things dotate to hospitality in times past. 

Dota’te, rare. [f. L. dotare, dotat- to en- 
dow, f. dos, dot-em dowry.] trans. To endow. 

1872 Daily News 26 Sept., Get our bishop elected, recog- 
nised, dotated. 

Dotation (d^ 5 *Jon). [a. F. dotation , ad. L. 
dotation- em, n. of action f. dotare : see prec.] The 
action of endowing ; endowment. 

ci 380 Wyclif Agst. Begg. Friers Sel. Wks. III. 513 
Sum me of hem receyven dymes and dotaciouns. c 1450 
Mirour Saluacioun 4321 Haly sawles sbal be dowed be 
treble dotacionne. 1562 W1N3ET Cert. Tractates iii. Wks. 
1888 I. 24 Amang sa gret liberalitie, and ryche dotations 
maid in Scotland. 1605 Bacon Adv. Learn. 11. Ded. § 8. 3 
This dedicating of Foundations and Dotations to professory 
Learning., hath, .had a Maligne aspect, and influence upon 
the growth of Scyences. 1767 Blackstone Comm. II. xviii. 
269 The . . most considerable dotations of religious houses. 
1853 Merivale Rom. Rep. ix. (1867) 261 The measure em- 
braced . . a general dotation of the poorer citizens. 

Dotaunce : see Doubtance. 

11 DotcMn (d^-tjin). Also 8 dodgeon, 9 dodg- 
ing. [Corruption of the Cantonese name tok-ch l ing 
(in Court dialect to-chleng) f. toh to measure + chHng 
to weigh (N. A. Giles).] The name in the south 
of China for the small hand-steelyard there used. 

1696 Bowy ear's Jml. at Cochin-China in Dalrymple 
Orient. Rep . (1808) I. 88 (Y.) For their Dotchin and Ballance 
they use that of Japan. 17x1 C. Lockyer Trade in Ind. 
v. 1x3 Never weigh your Silver by their Dotchins, for they 
have usually two Pair, one to receive, the other to pay by. 
1809 R. Langford Inirod. Trade 48 Dodgings . . very similar 
to steelyards. 1833 J. Holland Manuf. MetalW. 294 The 
steelyard, .resembling in form the little instrument in use 
amongst the Chinese, called the dotchins. 

+ Bot© y sb . 1 Obs. [f. Dote vft : with sense 2 
cf. MDu. dote folly, weakness of mind.] 

1 . A foolish or weak-minded person ; a dotard. 

ax 250 Prov. AElfred 422 in O. E. Misc. 128 Ich holde 

hine for dote [v.r. a dote] |?at sayb al his wille. c 1320 Sir 
Beues 217 A^ilt \>e, treitourj jow olde dote! c 1460 
Towneley Myst. (Surtees) 27 Hit is wonder that I last sich an 
eld dote Alle dold. 15 . . Smyth Dame 325 in Hazl. E. P. P. 
III. 2x3 Come forthe, olde dote. 1630 Tinker of Purvey, 
Seamans T. 103 How did his death-bed make him a doate 1 

2 . A state of stupor ; dotage. 

1619 Z. Boyd Last Battell (1629) 529 (Jam.) Thus after as 
in a dote he hath tottered some space about, at last he 
falleth downe to dust. 

3 . A piece of folly. Cf. Dotery, 

1643 Plain English 18 The votes (to them now ridiculous 
and call’d dotes) passed against them. 

Dote (d</ u t), sbft arch . [app. a. 16 th c. F. dote, 
var. of dot , ad. L. dot-em (dos) dowry, see Dot ^.-] 
X. A woman’s marriage portion ; endowment, 
dowry. (Now usually superseded by dot from Fr.) 

1515 Mary Tudor Let. to Hen. VIII , in Facsim . Nat. 
MSS. II. vii, I am contented . . to geue you all the hoole 
dote whiche was delyuered with me. 1538 Starkey Eng- 
land 11. i. 151 To the dote of pore damosellys and vyr- 
gynys. 1676 Coke Circumcision Mustapha in Harl. 
Misc. (1745) V. 347 Four Millions,. of Dollars, which is her 
Dote. 1753 in Doran ‘ Mann' ^ Manners (1876) I. xv. 
353 She . . insisted upon the restitution of her Dote. 1858 
Froude Hist. Eng. III. xv. 278 The amount of dotes and 
dowries, .and other legal details, were elaborately discussed. 

1 2 . Jig. (Usually in pi.) A natural gift or endow- 
ment. Obs. 

1546 Langley Pol. Verg. De Invent. Pref. 4 Through the 
dotes and qualities of the soule. 1580 Sidney Arcadia nr. 
(1622) 276 Extolling the goodly dotes of Mopsa. 1656 
Jeanes Fain. Christ 366 Cloathed with four glorious dotes, 
or endowments, impassibility, subtilty, agility, and clarity. 

Dote, doat (d<? u t), vft Forms : 3 dotie(n, 
doten, 5 doyt(e, doote, 3- dote, 6- doat. [Early 
ME. doten, dotien (of which no trace is known in 
OE.), corresponds to MDu. doten to be crazy or 
silly, to dote. ICilian has, in same sense, doten, = 
dutten : cf. mod.Du. dutten to take a nap, to dote, 
dutter a doter, etc., also MHG. iotzen to take a 
nap (:—*dott6Jan), Icel. dotta to nod from sleep. 

The LG. stem doten was the source of OF. redoter, mod.F. 
radoier to rave, dote ; the close parallelism of sense between 
F . radoter, radotf, and Eng. dote, doted, and the presence 
of Eng. derivatives with F. suffixes, as dotage, dotant, 
dotery— F. radotage , radotant , radoterie, show an inti- 
mate connexion between the F. and Eng. words, as if the 
latter were immediately from an AF. * doter for OF. re- 
doier . ] 

I. infr. 1 . To be silly, deranged, or out of one’s 
wits ; to act or talk foolishly or stupidly. 

a 1225 Ancr. R. 224 Heo ualleo. .into deop jpouht, so b et 
heo dotie. a 1225 Leg. Hath . 2111 Hu nu, dame, dotestu? 
1387 Trevisa Higden (Rolls) IV. 403 Me semeth hat b e y 
dote]? [mihi desipere videntur\. CI440 York Myst. xxxi. 


DOTEHEAD. 

259 Whedir dote we or dremys? *548 Udall, etc. E rasm. 
Far. Acts xxvi. 24 [Felix] sayd with a loude voyce, 1 hou 
dotest Paul. x6xx Bible i "Jim, vi. 4 Doting [Tindale, etc. 
wasteth his braynes] about questions, and strifes of wordes. 
2684 tr. Bonefs Merc. Compit. m. 7* Every evening he . . 
doted. 2798 Coleridge Fears in Solit. v. 171 Others. - Dote 
with a mad idolatry. 1871 R. Ellis Catullus xxxv. 12 She 
. . Boats, as hardly within her own possession. - : 

2 . Now esp. To be weak-minded from old age ; 
to have the intellect impaired by reason of age. 
(Formerly only contextual.) 

c 1205 Lay. 3294 Me punched h® aide mon wole dotie non 
nan. c 2330 R. Brunne Chron. Wace (Rolls) 2404 My 
fader in elde dotes, c 1440 Promp, Parv. 128/1 Doton, or 
dote for age, deliro. 1530 Palsgr. 525/2 , 1 dote for age, as 
olde folkes do, je me radote. 1593 Drayton Eclog, vi. 29 
Thou dot’st in thy declining Age. cxjxo C. Fiennes Diary 
(1888) 30X The parson. , is now old and doates. 18x9 Crabbe 
T. of Hall 11. Wks. 1834 VI. 39 We grow unfitted for that 
world and dote. 

S. To be infatuatedly fond of; to bestow exces- 
sive love or fondness on or upon ; to be foolishly 
in love. Const +^/'(obs. rare), upon, on. 

X477 Earl Rivers (Caxton) Dictes 12Q Thyngis that a 
prynce ought to eschewe , . the therde, dotyng of women. 
*53 ° Palsgr. 525/2 It is a gret mad n esse to dote upon an 
other mans wyfe. 1589 Warner Alb. Eng. vi.xxx. (1612) 
149 Not one but wexed amorous, yea euen Diana doted. 
1591 Shaks. Two Gent. iv. iv. 87 You doate on her, that 
cares not for your loue. 1623 Massinger Dk. Milan iii. ii, 
A fine she- waiter .. that doted Extremely of a gentleman. 
1742 Young Nt. Th. 1. 277 How distant oft the thing_ we 
doat on most, From that for which we doat, Felicity ! 
1837 Howitt Rur. Life m. iv. (1862) 255 Where lies 
the mother on whom I doated, and who doated on 
me. 

4 . To decay, as a tree. Obs. exc. dial. Cf. 
Doted 2, Doting ppl. a . 3, Dotard 2. 

c 1420 Pallad. on Husb. 1. 752 The seed of thorn in hit wol 
dede and dote. 1893 E. Coues Lewis Clark's Exp ed. 
951 note. In North Carolina . . it is said of trees dead at 
the top, that they are doted, or have doted. 

IX. trans. + 5 . To cause to dote ; to drive 
crazy ; to befool, infatuate. Obs. 

X47X Ripley Comp. A Ich. v. xxxiii. in Ashm. (1652) 156 
Dotyng the Merchaunts that they be fayne To let them 
go. X579T0MSON Calvin's Serm. Tim . 652/1 Vse no bab- 
bling to dote mens heades vpon. 1580 Sidney Arcadia 
(1622) 103 If my miserable speeches haue not alreadie doted 
you. a x6xx Beaum. & Fl. Maid's Trag. hi. ii, Why wilt 
thou dote thyself Out of thy life ? 

1 6 . To say or think foolishly. Obs. 

*555 Edex D ecades 46 Hee openinge his mouthe. .doateth 
that theZemes spake to hym duryng the tyme of his traunce. 
x6i2 T. Taylor Comm. Titus iii, a Whatsoeuer the Mani- 
chees haue doated to the contrarie. 

f 7 . To love to excess ; to bestow extravagant 
affection on. Obs. 

1483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 73 V2 Whan he was olde he so 
doobted and loued hem. *673 Rules of Civility 108 Endure 
a little hunger, and not dote and indulge their appetites as 
they do. 

Dote, Sc. Now rare. Also 6 dot, doit. [a. 
F. doter (13th c.), ad. L. dotare to endow, portion, 
f. dot-em. See also Dot v. 2 , in mod. use.] 

+ 1 . trans. To endow with riches, dignities, etc. 
*535 Stewart Cron. Scot. II. 188 And dot thame [Kirk- 
men] with far moir dignitie, Na euir tha had. 1549 Compl. 
Scot. xvi. 141 Pepil that ar dotit vitht rason. 1620 W. Scot 
Apol. Narr. (1846) 39 He was not so liberally doted with, 
vnderstanding. 1623 Ccckeram, Doted, endowed. 

2 . To grant or give as an endowment. 

*535 Stewart Cron. Scot II. 6x6 How King Malcolme 
foundit ane Kirk., and doittit to it mony Landis. 1636 
Scot. Canons in Lauds Wks. (1853) V, 602 Lands doted 
to pious and holy uses, cx 771 in Spectator 4 June (1892) 
781/2 A new cup. .was presented, or ‘ doted ’ to the parish. 
1864 Tweedie Lakes, etc. of Bible 209 Abila was doted and 
confirmed to several members of the Herod family. 

Dote, obs. form of Dot. 

Doted, doated (d<? u *ted), ppl a. Also 8 
dotted, 9 dooted. [f. Dote + -ed 1 : cf. 
learned.'] 

f 1 . Stupid, foolish, in second childhood, dotard. 
13 . . E. E. Allit.P. C. 196 What }>e deuel hatz )?ou don, 
doted wrech ? c X400 Rom. Rose 4007 She was past al that 
passage And was a doted thing bicomen. #1533 Ed. Ber- 
ners Huon Ixxxi. 242, I haue . . meruayle that l se you so 
dotyd. X62X Burton A nat. Mel. 11. iv. 11. ii. All such as 
were erased, or any way doted. *728 P. Walker Life Pedcn 
(ed. 3) Pref. 25 In his dotted old Age. 

f b. Infatuated, infatuatedly fond. Obs. 

1550 Cranmer Defence 115 b, The people beyng super- 
stitiously enamored and doted vpon the Masse. *583 Gold- 
ing Calvin on Deut. xlviii. 286 They continue doted in 
it. 

2 . Of a tree: Decayed inside, unsound. Now 
dial, and technical. (Cf. Dotard 2.) 

1466 in Willis & Clark Cambridge (1886) III. 93 White oke, 
not doted, nor storvyn. 1559 Morwyng Evonym. 3 Woode 
whether it be rotten and doated, or sound. X787 Best 
A ngling (ed. 2) 19 Found, .in the hollow of these trees when 
doated and rotten. 1867 Smyth Sailor's Word-bk., Dooted, 
[said of] timber rendered unsound by fissures. 1883 C. F. 
Smith in Trams. Amer. Philol. Soc. 47 Doted, ‘decayed 
inside/ of a tree, .quite common in . .Southern States. 1803 
Westm. Gaz. 5 June 6/3 Doated . . full of large knots, ugly 
shakes .. this class of wood is sold iii large quantities at the 
public auctions in the City. 

f Do “behead. Obs. rare. [f. Dote sbft + Head. 
Cf. doltkead.] = Dotard A. j . 

1530 Tindale Pract. Prel . Wks. (Parker Soc.) II. 265 Th* 
dotehead was beside himself and whole out his mind. 


BOTEB. 

Dotel(le : see Dottle sbP and 2 
Botepol, var. of Doddypoll, Obs. 

Boter, doater (cD u *toj). [f. Dote vP + -er 1 : 
influenced by dotard.] One who dotes. 

X. A person of enfeebled intellect ; a dotard. 
*579-80 North Plutarch (1676) 9x0 He had never seen a 
greater doter then Phortnio. 16x5 J. Stephens Satyr. Ess. 
138 These bee the comforts of being famous: let Doaters 
bee ambitious of it. c 1720 Earl of Ailesbury Mem. ( 1890) 
607 A poor old doater. 1831 Lamb Let. Wks. (1865) xviii. 
171 Munden dropped the old man, the doater. 

2. One who dotes on ; one foolishly fond. 

1552 Huloet, Doter or folower of women, muUeraritts. 
1633 H. More Antid. Ath. 1. ix. (1712; 27 Aristotle, who 
was no doter on a Deity. 174a Young Nt. Th. vin. 570 
Patron of pleasure ! doater on delight ! 1852 J. H. Newman 
Scope Univ. Educ. 25 No doter upon the dead and gone. 
Hence + Do teress, a female doter. 
x66S Evelyn tr. Freart’s Perfect. Paint, Pref. (R. Supp.) 
An old Dotaresse, who had only slaves in her service. 

t Do’tery, doterie. Oh. (f. Dote v. : cf. 
T. radoterie.] Doting; stupidity, infatuation, 
folly, 

1387 Golding De Mornay x. 143 God (say they) draweth 
the forme out of the Abllitie of the matter. Let us examine 
this doterie yet further. 1593 Drayton Shepherds Garl. (N.j, 
These.. spenden day and night in dotarie. 

Both (d2?J>) ) arch. 3rd pers. pres. ind. of Do. 
Bother, dial, form of Dodder. 

!! Bothienenteritis (d/njdenjenterortis). 
Path . Also (erron.) dothin-. [mod. f. Gr. SoOirjv 
boil, abscess + Enteritis.] Inflammation of certain 
intestinal glands, characteristic of typhoid fever. 

1845 G. E, Day tr. Simon’s Anim. Chem. I. 289 The 
disease diagnosed in both instances. .was dothlnenteritis. 

Boti, var. of Dhoti, loin-cloth. 

Boiring, doating, vbt. sb. [f. Dote vP + 
-ing t.] The action of the verb Dote. 

1. Action characteristic of a weak or enfeebled 
intellect; imbecility, stupidity; an instance of this. 

£-1440 Prom f, Pam. 128/1 Dotynge, desipiencia. 1348 
Udall, etc. Erasm. Par. Acts 85 b, Dotyng is . . whan a 
man, through erroure of his mynde, swerueth from reason. 
1386 J.^ Hooker Girald, Irel. in Holinshed II. 51/2 An 
altercation and warre betweene the king of England and 
Lewes of France, through the doting of” both parts. 1690 
Dryden Don Sebast. Pref., I am not yet arrived to the 
age of doting. *833 R. H. Froude Rem. (1838) 3x7 Can 
these [verses] be doctored into any thing available, or are 
they dotings ? 

2. The bestowal of foolish affection (upon) ; fond 
attachment. 

162s Donne Serm. xvi. i6r Such is our passionate Doting 
upon this World. 1665 Glanvill Scepsis Set. 53 Dogma- 
tizing, and fond doating upon Authorities. 

Hence Doting-piece, one who is doted on. 

1741 Richardson Pamela (1824) I. xxxii. 320 My sister 
Pi — is my doating-piece. 1830 Godwin Cloudesley I. vi. 109 
He was his fathers doating-piece. 

Dotting, doating, ppl. a. [f. as prec. + 
-ING A] That dotes. 

1. Weak-minded, foolish, stupid, imbecile. 

1489 Caxton Faytes of A. iv. x. 257 Folysh moeuynges 
and dotyng opynyons. 1535 Coverdale Eccl. vil 25 The 
erroure of dotinge fooles. 1643 Milton Colast. {1851) 366 
Ignorant and doting surmises. 1797 Burke Regie. Peace 
iii. Wks. VIII. 297 The last resource of female weakness, 
of helpless infancy, of doting decrepitude. 1870 Max 
Muller Sc. Relig. 11873) 273 With silly children, aud doting 
grandmothers. 

2. Foolishly or extravagantly fond. 

1577 A t<g. Manual (Longm.) t Loving and yet not 
dotyng. 1663 Killigrew Parson’s Wed. in Dodsley O. PI. 
(1780) Xi. 497 They are. still the most doting’st husbands. 
1752 Young Brothers 1. 1. Wks. 1757 II. 210 No picture, by 
the doating eye To be survey'd. 1856 Mrs, Browning 
Auk Leigh n. 221 You give us doating mothers. 

3. Of trees : Decaying from age. 

1664 Evelyn Kal. Hort. 32 The old wood, found commonly 
in doating Birches. 1726 Diet. Rust . (ed. 3), Doting-Tree . . 
a Tree almost worn out with age. 1838 0 . W. Holmes 
Aut. Breakf.-t. xi. 109 An old doting oak. 

Hence Dotingly adv., in a doting manner or 
degree : infatuatedly ; fondly. 

*348 Cranmer Catech. 123 b, Thei dotyngly loued all that 
was their awne. 1608 T. Morton Pream. Encounter 128 So 
dotingly vaine in ostentation of his owne wit. 1684 tr. 
Agrtppds Fan. Arts lvii. 165 None more superstitious and 
dotingly stupid. 1839-40 W. Irving Wolfert's R. (1855) 83 
The duke, .became dotingly fond of his wife, 

Bo’tisli, doatish, a. arch . [f. Dote sbP + 

-ish.] Silly, imbecile, stupid, childish. 

1509 Barclay Shyp ofFolys (1874) I. 86 Than comys in an 
other with his dotysshebrayne. *582 G. Pettie tr Gnazzo's 
Civ. Conv. iii. (1586) 145 In this dotish simplicitie, he shewed 
himselfe as verie a clowne. 1607 Topsell Fourf. Beasts 
(1658) 495 A mad dotish fellow. *831 Carlyle Misc., Char- 
acteristics (1872) IV. 30 The tongue as in doatish forget- 
fulness maunders low. 

Hence Dotislmess, silliness, childishness. 

*59® Florio, BamboUtd, childishnes, dotishnes. 1691-8 
Norris Pract. Disc. 272 A great piece of dotishness and 
stupidity. 

Botkin, variant of Dodktn, coin. 

Botlet, a little or tiny dot : see -let. 

Dofcouset, Dotrel, -elle, obs. fif. Doubt obs, 
Dotterel. 

Botrinal, -ine, obs. ff. Doctrinal, Doctrine. 
Dottable, a. Capable of being dotted. 
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1844 Tupper Twins xxiv. 175 Charles’ letter . . was . . less 
warm, less dottable with stars. 

Dottard, obs. or. dial. f. Dotard, sense 2. 
Betted (cty-ted ) f ppl. a. [f. Dot vP + -ed h] 

1 . Formed of or traced by dots. 

1772-84 Cook Voy. II. 11. vii. R.), Some few places, which 
are here, and in other parts of the chart, distinguished by a 
dotted line. 2869 Phillips Vesuv. vii. 277 One such cone is 
represented by a dotted outline. 

2 . Marked or covered with or as with clots. 

1821 Craig Led. Drawing vii. 404 The back-ground . . is 
dotted or stippled. 1828 Stark Elent. Nat. Hist. II. 310 
Elytra a little longer than the abdomen, dotted. 1872 P’cess 
Alice Mem. 12 Nov. (1884)287 The wide plateau looked 
dreary and sad - dotted all over with graves. 

3 . Furnished with a dot. 

1837 Penny Cycl. IX. 104/1 s.v. Dot, Thus a double dotted 
mimm is equal to three crotchets and a quaver. 1869 
Ouseley Counter*. v, 27 Three minims are placed in every 
bar, against one dotted semibreve in the canto fermo. 

Bottel : see Dottle sbP 
Better (d^'tei), sb. [f. Dot zo-erT] One 
who or that which dots ; an instrument for making 
dots ; spec, a hand-instrument used in embossing 
letters for the blind. 

1832 Examiner 583/1 A musician may be created on any 
emergency with a dotter and ruled paper. 1873 E. Spon 
Workshop Receipts Ser. 1. 84/1 Put on the eyes [in bird’s- 
eye maple] by dabbing with the dotter. 1883 N. Shep- 
pard Geo . Eliot’s Ess. Introd. 13 A dotter of I’s and crosser 
of T’s. 

Bo’tter, v. Obs. or dial. [Related to Dodder 
and Totter.] intr. To move unsteadily and 
infirmly; to totter; to fall in a tottering way. 

c 1420 Avow. Arth. xvi. He began to dotur and dote Os 
he hade keghet scathe, a 1440 Sir Degrev. 1x09 The duk 
dotered to the ground, On erthe swyfftly lie swouned. ? 1524 
in Ramsay Evergreen I. 213 With Grief. . I dottard owre 
on Sleip. 2789 Davidson Seasons 11 2 (Jam.) Willy dottart 
byhimsel Among the hens. 

Bo'ttered, a. App. an obsolete and dialect 
form of Dotard a . : Decayed, tottering, or worn 
out with age. 

1581 J. Bell Hadden’s Answ. Osor. 358 b, Dottered Bus- 
sardly fables of Purgatory. 2884 Gd. Words May 324/2 To 
frighten crows . . is. .child’s playor work for old dottered men. 

Dotterel (dp torei), dottrel (dp-trel). Forms: 
5-6 dotrell(e, dottrelle, 6 dotterelle, 6-7 
dot(e)rel, dot(t)erell, dottrell, 7 dottril(l, 7-9 
dotteril(I, 8 dotrill, 6- dotterel, dottrel, [f. 
Dote v 1 , the suffix appears to be the same as in 
cockerel , mongrel , pickerel , see -rel. It is not 
clear whether sense I or sense 2 is the original : 
sense 1 appears to be the more frequent, and in 
some cases at least sense 2 is evidently treated as 
transf. from it.] 

1 . A species of plover (Eudromias marinellus ) : 
so called from the apparent simplicity with which 
it allows itself to be approached and taken. 

(Collective pi. dotterel : cf. snipe, etc.) 

c 1440 Promp. Pam. 128/1 Dotrelle, byr fe,fngus. 1526 
Pilgr. Perf. (W. de W. 1531) 65 b, This dotrell is a lytell 
fonde byrde, for it helpeth in maner to take it selfe. 1611 
Drayton Panegyr. Verses in Coryat's Crudities, As men take 
Dottrels, so hast thou ta’n us. 1659 D. Pell Impr. Sea 243 
The Dotteril, of whom they say, that whatsoever is done in the 
sight of her, shee will exactly imitate. 1766 Pennant Zool. 
(1768. 11. 5x5 The Dottrel appears in spring and in autumn. 
1849 C, Sturt Exped. Centr. Australia I. 311 We passed 
several flights of dotterel making to the south. 1865 
Kingsley Herew. 1 1, xi. 186 Laughing at the dottrel as they 
an ticked on the mole hills. 

2 . A silly person, one whose intellect is decayed, 
a dotard. Sometimes with fig. reference to 1. 
(Now only dial.) 

c 1440 Promp. Pam. 128/1 Dotrelle. .idem quod Dotarde. 
1483 Cath. Angl. 104/2 A Dottrelle, desipa. 1547-64 Bauld- 
Win Mor. Philos. (Palfr/) 1. x, Thy words sauour of old 
idle dottrels tayles. 1583 Golding Calvin on Dent. Ixxx, 489 
Being a misbegotten generation, they take monkes and old 
dotterelles for their fathers. x68x Otway Soldier 2 s Fort. 1. i. 
Wks. 1728 I. 344 A paralytick coughing decrepid Dotrel. 
1828 Craven Dialect, Dotterill , an old doating fellow, 
b. attrib. or as adj. Foolish, stupid, doting. 

1581 J. Bell H addon’s Answ . Osor. 360 b, This dottrell 
lerarchy of Rome. 1607 Walkington Opt. Glass 83 Lest 
the toung of it [a buckle] catch their owne dottril skins. 

3 . A doddered tree : so dotterel tree, now dial. 

<*1568 Ascham Scholem. 11. (ArbJ 137 Som old dotterell 

trees. A x 6x8 Sylvester Elegy Sir W. Sidney 108 Doe not 
we take the timber for our turn, And leave the dotrells, in 
their time to burn ? 1822 Clare Fill. Minstr. I. 52 When 
he.. Has mixt with them [Shepherds] beneath a dotterel- 
tree. x858 J. W. Burgon Provinc. Bedfordsh. in Bedf 
Times (Mar.), Dottrel or Dottle-tree , a tree without a head, 
a pollard. Galled a dodder tree in the north of the 
county. 

Hence Do*tterelism. 

x6rx Cotgr.^ Niaiserie, simplicitie, sillinesse, childish- 
nesse. .dotterelisme. 

Botting (d^tigb vbl. sb. [f. Dot 27.1 + -ing 1 .] 

1 . The making of dots, or covering of a surface 
with dots ; also, micr. markings so produced. 

1834 Mrs, Somerville Connex. Phys. Sc. xxxvii. (1849) 444 
An exceedingly delicate and uniform dotting or stippling of 
the sky by points of light. 1870 Ruskin Led. Art vi. (1875) 
163 The attempts to imitate the shading of a fine draughts- 
man by dptting. 1874 Knight Diet. Meek. 1. 722/1 Dotting 
a form of engraving in which geographical divisions 04 
maps are shown by interrupted lines or series of dots. 


BOUBBE. 

2. A jotting down (with pen or pencil). 

1773 Mad. D’Arblay Early Diary Sept., I must give you 
this last week ail in a lump, for I have no time for daily 
dottings. 

3. Comb. 

1874 Knight Did. Meek. I. 722/1 Dotting-pen , a pen 
having a roulette which makes dots or detached marks 
on the paper over which it is drawn. 

Bottle (d^ril), sb. 1 and a. Now Sc. In 4-6 
dotel. [f. Dote vJ or sb. 1 ; see -le.] 

A. sb. A fool or dotard; a silly person. 

13. . E. E.Allit . P . B. 1517 penne )?e dotel on dece drank. 
1362 Burn . Panics Ch. in Pilking ton's Whs. ( Parker Soc. j 
586 A drunken dotel. 1894 J. Menzies Our 2 'own viii. 85 
‘ Your veesits to the auld dottle.’ 

B. adj. In a state of dotage ; silly, crazy. Sc. 

1808 x8 in Jamieson. 1820 St. Kathleen III. 162 (Jam.) 

Ye dottle man. 1895 Ian Maclaren Auld Lang Syne iv. 

1. 147 Till he be cripple an’ dottle (crazy). 

Hence Bottled ppl. a (Sc.) in the state of dotage. 

2825 in Jamieson. 

Bottle, dottel (d<rt’l), sb , 2 [app. dim. of 
Dot sb. 1 : cf. Dit v.] 

1 1. A plug ; = Dossil i. Obs. 

£-2440 Promp. Pam. 127/2 Dotelle, stoppynge of a vesselle 
(dottel, H. dossell, P.), ducillus, ductildus. 1743 Maxwell 
Sel. Trans. Soc. Impr. Knowl. Agric. Scot. 284 (Jam.) Have 
a tub, with a small hole in the bottom of it, wherein put a 
cork or dottle in the under end. 

2. The plug of tobacco ash remaining in the 
bottom of a pipe after smoking, (orig. *SV.) 

1825 in Jamieson. 1830 Kingsley Alt. Locke vi. (D.}» A 
snuffer-tray containing scraps of half-smoked tobacco, ‘ pipe, 
dottles’, as he called them. 1890 R. Kipling Soldiers Three, 
Black JackiydL. 6184 Grtheris shot out the red-hot dottel of 
his pipe on the back of his hairy fist. 1894 Doyle S. Holmes 
214 His before- break fast pipe, which was composed of all the 
plugs and dottels left from his smokes of the day before. 
Bottrel : see Dotterel. 

+ Bo*ttry. Obs. [var. of Dotery.] Doting; 
impairment of the intellect So Bo’ttrified a., 
rendered doting. 

1576 Newton Lemnie’s Complex. (1633) 298 Losse of right 
wits, feeblenesse of braine, dottry, phrensie. 185 . Outram 
Legal 4 other Lyrics (1887) 82 Dottrified senility. 

Betty (clp ti). aP [f. Dot sb. 1 + -Y !.] 

1. Consisting of or characterized by dots ; dot-like. 

18x2 Examiner 30 Nov. 763/2 That dotty softness, which 

confers so. . natural a character on the flesh. 1879 Stevenson 
Trav. Cevennes 80 A low dotty underwood that grew thickly 
in the gorges. 

2. Of unsteady, uneven or feeble gait, as from 
stiffness or lameness. Hence fig. Feeble in mind, 
silly. 

1870 Sportsman 9 Apr. (Farmer), He begins to go a little 
stiff in his Jimbs and dotty on his feet. 1884 Daily Tel. 
9 Apr. 2/6 (ibid.) He [a race-horse] pulled up in a dotty con- 
dition. 1883 Standard 13 Mar. 6/6, 1 am not mad, drunk, 
or dotty. 

Hence Do ttiness, unsteadiness of gait. 
x888 Matlock Visiting List 29 Aug. 3/3 An_ amount of 
dottiness like the lurching of a landsman on a rolling steamer. 

Botty-pol : see Doddypoll. 

Bo*ty, a. dial, [related to Dote vP 4, Dotard 

2. ] ( See quots.) 

1883 Philad. Telegraph XL. No. 44. 8 A log may be doty in 
places, and even hollow, and yet have, .good timber in It. 
1889 Hurst Horsham Sussex Gloss., Doty, decayed with 
age and crumbling, said of wood. 

Doll, obs. Sc. form of Dove, Dow. 

Douager, -ier, obs. forms of Dowager. 
Doual, Douan : see Dual, Divan. 
liBcmaue (dw,a*n, dwan). [Fr. ; — It. doana, 
dogana, lingua Franca doua?ia, from Arabic : see 
Divan.] A custom-house (in France or the Medi- 
terranean countries). 

1656 Blount Glossogr, , Dovane . . the name of the 
Custom-house of Lyons ; hence also any Custom or Import. 
2671 Charente Let. Customs 25 Lions. . so tame, that they 
went up and down our Douane, or the Christians Warehouse 
amongst our Antilopes. 1828 [J, R. Best] Italy 74 The 
douane of Buffalora I found sufficiently, .vexatious, 
lienee || Douauier (dwanyf). [Fr.] A custom- 
house officer (in France or, by extension, elsewhere). 

*739 Gray Let. Poems (177s) 65 The entrance is guarded 
by certain vigilant dragons, called Douaniers. 2823 
Sporting Mag. XLV. 293 You have even made the 
douaniers of Dover relent. 

llBouar, dowar (dzraj). Also douwar, 
douah, dooar. [a. Arab. duar, in F. douar.] 
A small encampment of Arab tents grouped in a 
circle round a central enclosure for the cattle. 

1829 Southey Sir T. More II. 176 Those who dwell 
in dou-wars or kraals. 1834 Fraser’s Mag. X. 64 Near 
Tuarick town and Arab douar spread. 2856 Aird ; Poet. 
Wks. 168 Straight through a dowar’s ground The Chieftain 
rode. 

Bouare, obs. form of Dower sb.% 

Doub, var. Doob, a kind of Indian grass. 
Doub(be, Boubelet, obs. ff. Dub, Doublet. 
Double (dstrb'l), a. (adv.) Forms : 3-7 duble, 
doble, 3 - double (4-7 dowble, 6-7 dubbel ; with 
30 variants in -bb-, -el, -11(1, -ul(l, -yl(le, etc.) 
[ME. a. OF. duble, doble , later double = Pr. Sp. 
doble, It. doppio L. duplu-s twice as much, double, 
f, du-o two -f -plus from root pie- to fill.] 


DOUBLE. 
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DOUBLE. 


A. adj. 

1. Consisting of two members, things, or sets 
combined ; twofold ; forming a, pair, paired, 
coupled ; made of two. layers of material, as a 
garment, etc. Often, with a sing, sb., equivalent 
to 4 two* or 'a couple of’ with plural sb. 

<21300 Cursor M 1528 (Cott.) Lameth.. bigam was wit 
dubul vijfe. 1393 Gower Com/, III. 125 Janus with double 
face. ^1400 Maundev. (Roxb.) xiv. 60 It es wele walled 
aboute with a dowble wall. 1513 More in Grafton Chron. 
(1568) II. 830 To have a double string for bis Bowe. 1590 
Shaks. Mids. N. m. ii. 209 Like to a double cherry. .Two 
louely berries molded on one stem. 1697 Dryden Virg. 
Georg : m. 50 A double Wreath shall crown our Catsar’s 
Brows ; Two differing Trophies, from two different Foes. 
1711 Steele Sped. No. 140 P 5 Is Dimpple spelt with a 
single or double P? 1803 Wordsw. Yarrow Unvisited v i. 
Let. .The swan on still St. Mary’s Lake Float double, swan 
and shadow ! 1834 Medwin A ngler in Wales l. 85 Boots 
. . of double leather. 1838 Dickens Nick. Nick, iii, Nickleby 
gave a double knock. 1871 Roby Lat. Gram . 1, v. 22 After 
Cicero and Caesar’s time the double i had a different 
meaning. 

b. Folded, doubled; bent, 4 doubled up’, stoop* 
ing much forward. 

c 1450 Bk. Curtasye 650 in Bdbees Bk. 321 po ouer nape 
schalle dowbulle be layde. 1494 Act 11 Hen. VII , c. 23 
Neither . . should be laid double in packing. 1719 De Foe 
Crusoe n. xii, I struck my double fist against the side, 
r x88z Ord. St. John, Ambulance Dept., On triangular 
bandage , Place a piece of lint double over the wound. Mod. 
He was bent double with pain. 

e. Having some essential part double, as a two- 
edged ax, a carriage with two seats, an eagle 
figured with two heads, etc. Also applied to a 
horse that carries two persons (see Horse). 

1469 Househ. Ord. 99 Of double horses xxxviii Of 
hackneyss xij. 1590 Nashe Pasquil's Apol. 1. C ij, 
Mounted vppon their dubble Geldings, with theyr Wiues 
bebinde them, a 1700 Dryden Ovid's Met. ix. (R.), The 
lance and double ax of the fair warrior queen. 1791 in 
Mad. D’Arblay Diary Aug., My daughter and 1 rode 
a double horse. 1836-9 Dickens Sk. Boz (1850) 2x8/2 The 
double-fly was ordered to be at the door . . at nine o’clock. 
1830 Vesper Bk. (Burns & Oates) Pref. 12 The Office.. is 
said to be Double when the Antiphon is sung entire both 
before and after each Psalm. 1861 M. Pattison Ess. (1889) 
I. 45 The Imperial double eagle, .in all its ugliness. 

d. Of flowers : Having the number of petals in- 
creased to twice the number or more by conversion 
of stamens and carpels into petals. 

In the case of some Composites, as the dahlia: Having 
the ligulate florets increased at the expense of the tubular. 

1578 Lyte Dodoens n, x. 159 By often setting they 
[Campions] waxe very double. 1664 Evelyn Kal. Hort. 
(1729) 198 Single and double Hepatica. 1725 Bradley 
Earn. Did . s. v. Rose Tree , The Striped Rose does not 
grow so double as the Dutch. 1776 Withering Brit. 
Plants (1796) II. 489 Petals in several rows, resembling 
a double flower. 1840 Hood Miss Kilmansegg, Her 
Honeymoon ix, A double dahlia delights the eye. 

e. Double of: corresponding or correlative to. 
rare. (Cf. Double sb. 2 .) 

[1611 Bible Ecclus. xlii. 24 All things are double one 
against another.] 1876 Mozley Univ. Serm , ix. (1877) 186 
There could not be a more striking instance of things being 
double one of another. 

2. Having a twofold relation or application ; 
occurring or existing in two ways or respects; of 
two kinds ; dual ; sometimes = ambiguous (see 
also Double meaning). 

a 1225 Ancr. R. 70 Euerich urideie . . holdecS silence, bute 
$if hit beo duble feste. a 1300 Cursor M. 660 (Cott.) O duble 
tied J>an sal 3ee dei. c 1374 Chaucer Troylus v. 898 With 
dowble wordes sleye, Swicfi as men clepe ‘ a word with two 
visages’. 1393 Gower Con/. II. 274 He hath ordeined of 
his sleight Measure double and double weight. 1548 Hall 
Ckron., Hen. VI (an. 36) 172 Fye on doble entendement, 
and cloked^ adulacion. 1567 Maplet Gr. Forest 10 This 
Arsenicum is double, one ashie colour, and the other . . like 
Golde. 1638 Sir T, Herbert Trav. (ed. 2) 8 The word 
fujAov, admitting a double construction, sheep and apple. 
175s Jortin Serm. (1771) V. ii. 43 A double incitement to 
goodness. 1837 Marryat Dog-fiend lii, He.. is a double 
traitor. 1868 Lockyer Elem. A sir on. iv. § 26 (1879) *43 
The Earth, .has a, double movement, turning round its own 
axis while it travels round the Sun. 

3. Twice as much or many ; of twice tbe measure 
or amount ; multiplied by two. Const, ^(formerly 
over, to ) ; also ellipt. with prep, omitted, and thus 
*= twice. 

C 13,0$ Pilate 21 in E. E. P. (1862) in He JxQte if he hit 
slowe: J>at hit were doble wo. 137$ Barbour Bruce 1. 5 
/nan suld storyss that suthfast wer. .Hawe doubill plesance 
in heryng. 1484 Caxton Fables of Avian 17 The dowble 
parte or as moche more ageyne. 1513 More Rich. IIl{ 1883) 
123 The kyng his armie was double to all this. 1348 Hall 
Chron., Hen. VI (an. 39) 186 b, He.. should have .. doble 
wages. # i6iz Bible 2 Kings ii. 9 Let a double portion of 
thy spirit be vpon me. 1644 Digby Nat. Bodies 11. (1645) 
x2o Let the excesse. , be but,. double over his that commeth 
next unto him. 1648 Cromwell Lett. 20 Nov,, Their fault 
who have appeared in this summer’s business is certainly 
double to theirs who were in the first. 171a W. Rogers Voy. 5 
We had now above double the number of Officers usual ini 
Privateers. 1807 Southey Lett. (1856) II. 38 Offering about 
tumble pay to what tbe ‘ Annual ’ gives. X838 De Morgan 
Ess. Probab. 147 The average error of the first, .is double 
of that of the second. ^ 1849 Macaulay Hist. Eng. I. 592 
Hi$ army . . might easily have been increased to double the 
number, 

4. Of (or about) twice tbe ordinary size, strength, 
value, etc., or that denoted by the simple word ; 


of extra size, strength, or amount. Chiefly in tech- 
nical names of various products, as beer, vessels, 
cannon, coins, sizes of paper, etc- 

1472 Mem. Ripon (Surtees) III. 246 Clavis vocatis dowbil- 
spikynge. 2495 Nottingham Rec. III. 284, ij„, dovbulle 
glasses, c 2500 Blowbol's Test . in Halliwell Nugee Poet . 
xoSengle here, and othir that is do while, c 1365 Lindesay 
(Pitscottie) Chron. Scot. (1728) 108 Small artillery, that is 
to say my and . . quarter-falcon . .double-dogs. 1602 Marston 
Ant. Mel. 1. Wks. 1856 I, xz Guerdoned with twentie 
thousand double pistolets. 1604 Shaks. Oth. 1. ii. 14 
A voice potential^ As double as the Duke's. 1667 Land. 
Gaz. N o . 218/4 A double shallop from Diepe bound for N ants. 
s686 Ibid. No. 2139/4 Two double Tankards, Three single 
ones. . 1773 Williamson in Phil. Trans . LXV. 100 Within 
the thickness of double-post paper. 1824 Byron Juan xvi. 
Ixvii, A mighty mug of. .double ale. 1875 Ure's Did. Arts 
III. 497 Foolscap, i6£ by 13& [inches] . . double foolscap, 27 
by 17. 1887 Standard 18 May 3/2 A new coin, to be called 
a Double-Florin. 

b. Mus. In names of musical instruments, 
organ- stops, etc.: Sounding an octave lower in 
pitch. 

(A pipe, string, etc. of twice the length of another (ceteris 
Paribus) gives a note an octave lower; hence this use.) 

1674 Playford Skill Mus. 1. i. 3 Those below Gam-ut are 
called Double Notes as Double F fa ut.. being Eights or 
Diapasons to those above. 1880 W. H. Stone in Grove 
Diet. Mus. I. 458 Double bassoon, .in pitch an octave below 
the ordinary bassoon. x88o Stainer & Barrett Did. Mus. 
Terms, Double-trumpet, an organ reed-stop.. an octave 
lower in pitch than the 8-ft. trumpet. 

c. Mil. Applied to a pace in marching. 

% Double time : formerly, a pace of 150 steps in the minute, 
i.e. twice the number of those in slow time. According to 
the regulations at present (1896) in force in the British Army 
it consists of 165 steps of 33 inches (= 453$ ft.) to the minute. 
In the U.S. Army (according to Funk & Wagnall) double 
time has recently superseded double-quick (q.v.) and is fixed 
at 180 steps of 36 inches a minute. 

1833 j Regul. Instr. Cavalry 1. 21 The Double March.. is 
150 steps in the minute, each of 36 inches. 1851 J. S. 
Macaulay Field Fortif. 168 They are immediately to 
return at a double pace. 1833 Stocqueler Milit. Encycl. 
s.v. Pace, In quick time, 108 paces, .are taken in a minute 
. .in slow time, seventy-five. . In double time, 150. 

5. Acting in a double maimer, i. e. in two ways 
at different times, openly and secretly, or in pro- 
fession and practice ; characterized by duplicity ; 
false, deceitful. (See also Double-dealing.) 

a 1340 Ham pole Psalter xi. 2 Dubbil hert when a fals man 
thynkis an & says a no]?er. C1374 Chaucer Anel. <5- Arc. 
87 He was double in love and nothing pleyne. 14. . Epiph. 
in Tundale's Vis. (1843) 121 With dowbull tongis and 
detraccion. 1503 Hawes Examp. Virt. 1. xvi. (Arb.) 9 
They . . are . . euermore fals and double. 1591 Sylvester 
Du Bartas 1. vii, 192 God is the Judge.. He sounds the 
deepest of the doublest heart, a 17x3 Burnet Ozvn Time 
(1766) I. 436 He was. .either very double or very inconstant. 
2866 Geo. Eliot F. Holt II. 213 To act with doubleness 
towards a man whose own conduct was double. 

0. Special Phrases, chiefly technical. 

Double action : action in two directions, by two methods, 
or by the agency of two parts, etc. ; spec, in Steam-engine, 
application of the steam power to both sides of the piston : 
see Double-acting. Double algebra', algebra which deals 
with two sets of quantities or relations (e.g. real and ima- 
ginary quantities, lengths and directions of lines, or quanti- 
ties referred to two _ independent units). Double change 
(Bell-ringing) : one m which two pairs of bells change 
places; = Double sb. 3 b. Double common time (Music) : 
time or rhythm in which each bar is equal to two bars of 
common time (8 crotchets in a bar). Double erne (Arch.) : 
applied to a moulding composed of truncated cones joined 
base to base and top to top. Double consonant (Phonology ) : 
two of the same consonant coming together, as in fully ; also 
5 = double letter (a) below. Double demisemiquaver : a note 
of half the duration of a demisemiquaver ; properly called 
semidemisemiquaver (Stainer & Barrett, 1880). Double 
first (University colloq.) : a place in the first class in each of 
two final examinations in different subjects ; one who takes 
such a place: see First A. 7c. Double floor: see quot. 
Double land (Naut.): see quot. 1867. Double letter : (a) a 
letter of the alphabet denoting two sounds, as x ( = ks), 
S (~ jtct) ; ( b ) in Printing, two letters combined in one type, 
as ff, fi ; t (c) a letter written on two sheets and charged 
double postage (obs.). + Double organ : an organ with two 

manuals (obs.). Double point: in the Higher Geometry, a 
point common to two branches of a curve, or at which the 
curve has two tangents (real or imaginary) ; a node, cusp, 
or conjugate point ; also an analogous point on a curved 
surface. Double sixes : (a) two sixes thrown at once with 
a pair of dice ; (b) the ordinary game at dominoes, in which 
the highest piece is the double six; (c) a size of tallow 
candles. Double snipe: sportsman's name for the greater 
snipe, Gallinago major. Double spar: a name for Iceland 
spar, as being double-refracting. Double star (Astron . ) : 
two stars so near (really or visually) as not to be separately 
visible without a telescope ; esp. when forming a physically 
connected system (distinctively called Binary). Double w. 
stopping (Music): the simultaneous sounding of two notes 
(strictly, of two ‘ stopped ’ notes) on two strings of a violin or 
other instrument of that class ; notes so played are called 
double-stops . Double tens (pi.): name for a large kind of 
nail. To work double tides: set Tide. Double time : see 
4 c. Double U: name of the letter W. 

r Also in many other phrases, as double bar, d. curvature , 
d. entry, d. Gloucester, d. question, d. refraction , d. shuffle, 
d. tooth , etc., etc*, for which see the substantive element. 

Z849 De Morgan Double Algebra v. 1x7 All the symbols 
which in single algebra denote numbers or magnitudes, in 
double *algebra denote lines, and not merely the lengths of 
lines, but tbeir directions. *684 R. H. School Recreat. ox 
Make a Change. .The single, by changing two Notes, .the 
double by changing Four .. which is however called One 
double ^Change, and not two changes. 187a Ellacombb 
Ch. Bells Devon iii. 39 About the year 1657, double changes 


came into practice. 1894 Times 6 Mar. 4/3 The time of the 
piece is double ^common time, but hereand there a bar of 
three semibreves is put in. 1871 Public Sch. Lat. Gram. 
§ 9 Double Consonants, x, z, x86x Trollope Barckester T. 
xlvii, A son from college with all the fresh honours of a 
double *first. x868 Holme Lee B. Godfrey xxx. 158 , 1 shall 
come out a double-first. 1842-76 Gwilt Encycl. Archil. 
§ 2019 A double^ * floor consists in its thickness of three tiers 
of timbers, which are called binding joists [these perform 
the office of girders), bridging joists, and ceiling joists. 1712 
W. Rogers Voy. 273 The largest Island , .appears to be high 
double *Land. 1867 Smyth Sailor's Word-bk., Double- 
land, that appearance of a coast when the sea-line Is 
bounded by parallel ranges of hills, rising inland one above 
the other. 1576 F leming Panapl. Epist. 303 note, Simonides 
. .devised also these double ^letters in the Greeke Alphabete 
(namely £. 1//. 0). 1753 Scots Mag. July 328/2 The rates of 

double letters, are always double ; of treble letters, treble. 
1777 Sheridan Sch. Scand, v. ii, The postman who was 
just coming to the door with a double letter. 1613 Organ 
Specif. Worcester Cathedral, Y--.. double ^organs in y® 
v Cathedral church of Worcester. 1727-51 Chambers CycL, 
v Double * point. 1872 B. Williamson Diff. Calc. xiv. (1873) 
§ 206 No cubic can have more than one double point. 1870 
Hardy & Ware Mod. Hoyle 91 The ordinary game— 
technically termed ‘double ^sixes'— is played with 28 
. dominoes. 1870 Land. Soc. Sept. 264 A small order for 
* colza, or double sixes, or Souchong. 1840 Hood Miss 
Kilmansegg , Her Honeymoon xi, A double barrel and 
j double *smpes Give the sportsman a duplicate pleasure. 

’ 1877 Rosenthal Muscles <$• Nerves 15 Iceland-spar or, as it 
f is also called, double *spar. 1781 Herschel in Phil. Trans. 
LXXII. xoi The second class of double *stars. X890 C. A. 
Young Elem. Astron. xiii. § 462 Stars may be double in 
two ways, optically and physically.. the majority of double 
stars must be really physically connected. x88o P. David 
in Grove Diet. Mus. I. 459 The term ‘double ^stopping’. . 
is.. indiscriminately used for any double sound/, whether 
produced with or without the aid of the open strings. The 
playing of double *stops is one of the most difficult parts of 
the technique of the violin. 16x1 MS. Acc. St. John's 
Hosp., Canterb., For haulfe a honndred of dubell *tennes, 
xd._ 1717 Tabor in Phil. Trans. XXX. 359 Large Iron 
Nails, .not quite so long, as those we call double Tenns. 
1599 Thynne Animadv. (1875) 65 The latyne, Italiane, 
frenche, and spanyshe haue no doble *W. 1840 Hood Miss 
Kilmansegg, Her Honeymoon x, A double U [i.e. W. = 
West] wind. 1883 J. Payn 'Talk of Town 21 . 232 
Doubleyous and esses. 

B. adv . 

1. To twice the amount or extent ; in two ways 
or respects ; twice, twice over, Doubly. 

13.. Gaw. Gr. Knt. 61 ]>at day doubble on J>e dece 
watz )?e douth serued. 1382 Wyclif Matt, xxiii. 15 Je 
maken hym a sone of helle, double more than 30U. c 1460 
Fortescue Abs. <§* Lim. Mon. ix. (1885)128 Vndir a prince 
double so myghty as was thair old prince. 1540 Act 32 
Hen . VIII, c. 22 § 3 Many prebendes. .bene double certified 
by y a sayd commissioners. 1567 J. Sanford tr. Epictetus 
14 a, Thou shake be double as much mocked and scorned. 
x6ox Shaks. All’s Well 11. iii. 254 lie beate him.. and he 
were double and double a Lord. 1712 Sped. No. 527 r 2 
Jealous ears always hear double. 1820 Keats Lamia 611 
Bright eyes were double bright. 

b. phr. To see dozible ; to see two images of 
one object, by an illusion or aberration of vision. 

[X628 Earle Microcosm., Self-conceited Man (Arb.) 32 
His eyes, like a drunkard’s, see all double.] 1631 Hobbes 
Leviath. iii. xxxix. 248* Words brought into the world, to 
make men see double. 1734 Pope Ess. Man iv. 6 Ob 
Happiness. .O’er-look'd, seen double, by the fool, and wise. 
1840 Marryat Poor Jack xxvii, It didn’t prove a glass too 
much, or you'd have seen double. 

C. In a pair or couple; two together, two at 
once ; as in to ride double , i.e. two on one horse. 
So of a horse, etc., to carry double. 

1399 Nashe Lenten Stuffe (1871) 79 As this host of 
feather-mongers were getting up to ride double, a 1613 
Overbury A Wife (1638) 94 He never drinks but double, 
for he must be pledg’d. 1678 Butler Hud. in. i. 569 
Marriage is but a Beast, some say, That carries double in 
foul way. 1777 Sheridan Sch. Scand. ir. i, Content to ride 
double, behind the butler. 1819 Byron Juan 1. cxl, To 
prove her mistress had been sleeping double, 

d. Mil. In double time, 4 at the double \ 

1833 RegtiL Instr. Cavalry 1, 21 On the word Double 
March, the whole step off together. 

J 2. After a numeral, simply expressing multi- 
plication : = (so many) times ; -fold. (Sometimes 
pleonastic, as sevenfold double = sevenfold.) Obs. 

<1x325 Prose Psalter lxxviii[i]. 13 3dde to C ur negburs 
seven double in her bosme, her lackmge. a 1450 Knt. de la 
Tour (1868) 113 He wolde yelde it ayenne an hundred 
double. 1348 Udall Erasni. Par. Luke viii. 89 It. .brought 
fruicte an hundred-fold double. 1698 J. Fryer E. India 
and Persia 99 Cover them, .with a kind of Felt, .two or 
three double. 

3. With duplicity, deceitfully, rare. 

159a Shaks. Rom. fr Jul. n. iv. 179 If you should deale 
double with her. x868 Geo. Eliot Sp. Gipsy iv. 291 
Thought played him double. 

4. Double or quit(s (Gambling) : an expression 
implying that the stake already due is either to 
become double, or to be cancelled, according to 
the issue of another chance ; hence jigi of a bold or 
desperate attempt to extricate oneself from present 
evils at the risk of greatly increasing them. 

1380 Sidney Arcadia in. Wks. (1613) 242, I thought to play 
double or quit. 1626 T. H[awkins] Causstn's Holy Crt. 
406 Alexandra . - resolued to play at double or quit, break© 
the guiues of specious seruitude, or yield her necke to 
Herod's sword. xjgS Geraldina III. 205 He then offered 
to play double or quits. 1800 Mar. Edgeworth Belinda 
vii , 4 1 dare you to another trial— double or quit.' 1894 Ld. 
Wolseley Life Marlborough II, bcxviii. 316 He was no 
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gambler at the game oflife, and whether winning or losing 
he never wagered double or quits. 

O. Double- in combination. 

There is practically no limit to the number of combinations 
with double - in any of the four groups below, the use of the 
hyphen in all of them being syntactical^ rather than lexical, 

i. e. it shows that the two words which it connects are 
in this particular context more closely connected than 
would be supposed if they were written separately: thus 
the two words double deck, used attrib., are written double - 
deck, and give the parasynthetic deriv. double-decked ; 
hence arise such verbs as to double-bar, and pa. pples. of 
the type double-barred, which again blend with the 
parasynthetic forms : cf. double-hinged with double-barred. 

1. Double adj. in parasynthetic combs., e.g. 
double-barred v having a double bar, or two bars), 

battalioned , -bedded, -bladed, - blossomed , -bodied, 
-bottomed, » bunched , - chinned , - decked , -doored, 
-i ended , -eyed, -flowered, -formed, flaunted, -homed, 
keeled, -lunged, - mouthed , matured, -nostrilled, 
-piled, - pointed , -sensed, - sexed , -shaped, -sighted, 
-soled, -visaged, -weaponed, -windowed, -winged, 
etc.; double- brooded, producing two broods 
in the year or season, as some insects ; double- 
buttoned, having two rows of buttons ( *» 
Double-breasted) ; double-footed, + (a) two- 
footed (pbs .) ; (b) —diplopod (see DiplO-) ; double- 
fronted, having two fronts, double-faced ; double- 
leaded, (printed matter) in which the lines of type 
are widely separated by means of double leads ; 
double-lived, having two lives or manners of 
life; f amphibious. Hence nouns of quality, as 
double-livedness, - sidedness , etc. See also Double- 
barrelled, -BREASTED, etc. 

1767 Byrods Voy. round World 8 Nuns.. conversing 
with strangers through a ^double barred grate. 163* 
Weever Anc. Fun. Mon. 220 Vnto *double Benefited men, 
and Non-residents he was very strict. 1552 Huloet, 
^Double bodied, bico[r]pus. 1874 Knight Diet. Mech., 
Double-bodied Microscope , a microscope invented by Nachet, 
to enable several observers to view the same object 
simultaneously. 1664 Evelyn Diary 24 Feb., We went on 
board Sir William Petty’s *double-bottomed vessel, a 1618 
Sylvester M aided s Blush 490 Upon his Camel’s ^double- 
bunched back. 1701 Bond. Gaz. No. 3691/4 A lightish 
D rabdeberry Coat “double Buttoned. 1387 T revisa Higden 
(Rolls) I. 299 (Matz.) Men.,haueJ> bocches vnder j>e chyn 
iswolie and ibolled, as key he were *doublechynned. a 1618 
Sylvester Wood-Mans Bear xliv, That faire ^double- doored 
ort. 1874 Knight Diet. Mech., * Double-ended Bolt , a bolt 
aving a screw-thread on each end. 1579 Spenser Sheph.Cal. 
May 254 Deceitfull meaning is ^double eyed. 1552 Huloet, 
*Double-foted, bipes. 1667 Milton P. L. it. 741 What thing 
thou art, thus *double-form’d. Ibid. xn. 144 The *double- 
founted stream J ordan, *697 Dryden ASneia xn. 209 (J od. ) 
*Double-fronted Janus. 1552 Huloet, ^Double horned, bi- 
cominm. 1561 T. Norton Calvin's Inst. Author’s Pref., 
Their doublehorned argument, 1752 Sir J. Hill Hist . 
A nim . 567 ( Jod.) The doublehorned rhinoceros. 1858 Bright 
Sp. For. Policy 29 Oct., They write it down in *double- 
leaded columns. z6oo Surflet Countrie Farme 504 Such 
as auncient Writers haue called *double-lived beasts, that 
is to say, such as Hue either in or out of the water, a 1821 
Keats Ode (Bards of Passion 4- of Mirth', Bards 
Double-lived in regions new 1 1647 H. More Song of Soul 
Notes 160/t Dizoia. .*Double-livednesse. 1671 Milton 
Samson 971 Fame if not double-faced is *double-mouthed. 
1742 Young Night Thoughts vii. 1273 Two Kinds of Life 
has *double-natur’d Man. 1589 R. Harvey PI. Perc, (1590) 
12 In your *double pild veluet. 1833 J. Rennie Alph. 
Angling 69 A ^double-pointed spear. 1598 Sylvester Du 
Bartas n. ii. iv. Columnes 130 The Criticall and *double- 
sexed Seven. .Which Three and Foure conteineth joyntly 
both. 3873 E, H. Clarke Sex in Educ. 149 Double-sexed 
schools. 1565 Golding Ovid's Met. iv, (1593) 91 Their 
*double-shaped sonne. 1862 Sir H. Holland Ess., Mod. 
Chent . 446 None, however, but a chemist can understand., 
the *doublesidedness of all the objects and relations involved 
in them. 1482 Wardr. Ace. in Antiq. Rep. (1807) I. 62, vij 
pair of shoon..*double soled. 3640-x Kirkcudbr. War - 
Comm. Min. Bk. (1855) 149 Barnes’ schoes, double-soiled. 
1575-85 Abp. Sandys Serm. (1841) 389 That triple-crowned 
beast, that *double-sworded tyrant <1:1734 North Lives 
I. 178 A *double-visaged ministry, hair-papist and half- 
fanatic. 1552 Huloet, *Dowble wynged, bzpennis. 

2. Double adj. in combination with, sbs., forming 
a. adjectives or attributive phrases, in same 
sense as the parasynthetic compounds, as double- 
action, -blast, - cylinder , - furrow , - roller , -shift, etc. ; 
double-beat valve, (a) a valve in a pump con- 
structed to, afford two openings for the water ; (b) 
a device in a steam-engine consisting of two con- 
nected conical valves between which steam is 
admitted so as to equalize the upward and down- 
ward pressure ; also called double-seat valve, b. 
substantives arising out of the absolute or elliptical 
use of those preceding, as Double-barrel, -face, 
-bead, -leaf, etc. C, substantives, as double- 
man, Double sb. 2 c ; double-ripper, -runner 
(U.Sl), two sleds connected by a plank, used by 
boys for coasting down-hill; double-trouble 
(U.Sl), a step of a rustic dance derived from the 
plantation negroes (Cent. Diet.). 

1852 Seidel Organ 36 ^Double or triple-action bellows. 
1856 Mrs. C. Clarke tr. Berlioz' Instrument. 62 M. Erard 
invented . . that mechanism which has given to instruments 
so constructed the name of double-action harps. 1874 
Knight Diet. Mech. s.v., The "^double-beat valve is exten- 
sively used in England for deep wells and for high lifts. 2832 
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G. R. Porter Porcelain 4- Gl. ix. 227 The table, .has fixed 
at its bottom a small *double-blast bellows. 1874 Knight 
Diet. Meek., *Double-cyHnder Press . . Double-cyhnder 
Pump.. Double-cylinder Steam-engine. 2807 Vancouver 
Agric. Devon 11813) 118 The ^double-furrow plough .. will 
plough two acres and a half per day. 169s R. Kirk Seer. 
Commw. i. § 3 < 1893) 9 Some Men of that exalted Sight . . 
have told me they have seen, .a * Doubleman, or the Shape 
of some Man in two places. 1884 F. J. Britten Watch tjr 
Clockm. 145 A “"double roller escapement. 2883 Harper's 
Mag. Dec. 146/2 A large two-handed boy's sled— not what 
you call a Mouble-runner. 2884 Manch. Exam. 22 Feb. 
5/2 Mines . . worked on the *double-shift system. 2891 
Labour Commission Gloss, s .v. Shift. \ The double or 
night shift system is that of working a pit both night and 
day, with two sets of hewers. _ 3858 Greener Gunnery 
420 *Double-trigger revolving pistols. 1807-8 W. Irving 
Salmag. (1824) 79 No Long-Island negro could shuffle 
you ‘ “double-trouble ' . .more scientifically. 

8. Verbs formed from double adv. in comb, with 
verbs (or from double adj. with sbs.), as double-arm , 
-bar (to bar doubly, to secure with double bars), 
-bolt, - charge , -damn, - darken , -dike, -ditch, - gild , 
-hatch, -load, -man, -moat, - quickset , -rack, - refine , 
-shade, - trench , - vantage , etc. See also Double- 
bank, -bitt, etc. 

1602 How Choose a Good Wife v. ii. in Hazl. Dodsley IX. 
84 My uncles “double-bar their doors against me, a 1661 
Fuller Worthies (1840 1 II. 272 He was double barred: 
first because an honest man. .secondly because an English- 
man. 1748 Richardson Clarissa 11811) IV. 54 She double- 
locked and “double-bolted herself in. 1597 Shaks. 2 Hen. 
IV, v. iii. 129 Pistol, I will “double charge thee with 
Dignities. 3726 Adv. Capt. R. Boyle 24 Fired my Piece., 
being double charg'd. 3624 Middleton Game at Chess 11. 
ii, That would “double-damn him. 1656 Trapp Comm. 
Matt. ii. 22 If Turks and Tartars shall be damned, 
debauched Christians shall be double-damned. 18 . . Lowell. 
2 'o G. W. Curtis (Cent.) Such natures “double-darken 
gloomy skies. 1470-85 Malory Arthur vn. xv, “Double 
dyked with ful warly wallis. <-3510 Little Geste of Robin 
Hood in Arb. Garner VI. 453 “Double ditched it was about. 
3566 in W. H. Turner Select . Rec. Oxford 314 A cup of 
silver, “double-gilt. 1597 Shaks. 2 Hen. IV, iv. v. 129 
England shall double gild his trebble guilt. 3704 Swift 
Batt. Bks. Misc. ( 1711) 244 The Clasps were of Silver double- 
gilt. 3633 Shirley Bird in Cage iii. Hi, That superfluous 
“double-hatched rapier. 3650 Fuller Pisgah 1. xv. 47 
Places which have both flags and Asterisks . . are as I may 
say doublehatcht with uncertainty. 3627 Capt. Smith 
Seaman's Gram. xii. 56 If they be “double-manned, that is, 
to haue twise so many men as would saile her. 1859 F. A. 
Griffiths Artil. Man. (1862) 127 The [ropes] are double 
manned. 1633 G. Herbert Temple, Brit. Ch, x, To "^double- 
moat thee with his grace. 1523 Fitzherb. Hush. § 127 
“Double quyke-set it, and dycne it. a 1618 Sylvester 
Spectacles xvii, “Double-racked with two divers Tortures. 
3671 Milton P. R . 1. 500 Now began Night, .to “double- 
shade The Desert. 163Z Weever A nc. Fun. Mon. 655 The 
Mannor house hath beene “double trenched. 1768 Sterne 
Sent. Joum . (1778) II. 23 The cage.. was twisted and 
“double-twisted so fast with wire, c 1600 Shaks. Sonn. 
Ixxxviii, Doing thee vantage, “double-vantage me. 

4 . Double adv. in comb.: a. with pa. pples. 
or ppl. adjs., as double-disi tiled, - lanted , -loaded, 
loathed, -refined, -stitched, - stored , etc. ; double- 
cut, of a file -C ross-cut a. 2; double-hung 
(see quot.) ; double-ironed, loaded with irons or 
fetters on both legs ; double-milled, of cloth, 
milled or fulled twice to make it closer and 
thicker ; double-struck, of a coin or medal, 
showing a double impression owing to having 
been accidentally shifted while being struck ; 
double-sunk, double-worked (see quots.). b. 
with pres, pples. or ppl. adjs., as double-biting , 
-clasping, flowering , - refracting , -seeing, -shining, 
etc. c. with adjectives, as double-concave, - convex , 
-dark, - double , -fatal, fitchi, - treble , etc. d, with 
agent-nouns, as double-breather, an animal that 
breathes through two nostrils ; double-goer — 
Double-ganger. 

3700 Dryden Palamon <$• A. m. 480 His *double-bitIng 
axe, and beamy spear. 3725 Pope Odyss. xix, 264 On his 
breast, The *double-clasping gold the King confest 1874 
Knight Did. Mech.,* Double-concave Lens, a lens both of 
whose faces are concave. 3693 E. Halley in Phil. Trans. 
XVII. 065 If the Lens be *Double-Convex. 1865TYLOR 
Early Hist. Man. viii. 199 A double-convex cross section. 
3633 G._ Herbert Temple, Sacrifice xxxv, As Moses face 
was vailed, so is mine, Lest on their *double-dark souls 
either shine. 1705 Lond. Gaz. No. 4132/3 ^Double Dis- 
till' d Spanish Brandy. 3845 Disraeli Sybil (1863) 280 
Which made him hate Egremont with double-distill'd 
virulence, a 1618 Sylvester Tobacco Battered 749 In 
nappy Ale, and *double-double-Beer. 1782 Herschel in 
Phil. Trans . LXX 1 I. na Not only double-stars, but .. 
double-double. X869DWKIS Midn. Sky 160 Epsilon Lyrae 
is. . a double-double star. 1593 Shaks. Rich. II, iii. ii. 117 
Their Bowes Of "^double fatali Eugh. 3727-53 Chambers 
Cycl. s. v., A cross is denominated ^double fiche, when the 
extremities are pointed at each angle ; that is, when each 
extremity has two points. 1883 Harper's Mag. Apr. 726/1 
The pure white blossoms of a ^double-flowering cherry. 
3824 Blackw. Mag. XVI. 57 The horrible notion of the 
*double-goer. 1823 P. Nicholson Pract. Build. 584/2 
* Double-hung sashes . .those of which the window contains 
two, and each moveable by means of weights and lines. 1812 
Examiner 23 Nov. 752/2 He has been ^double ironed and 
handcuffed. 3630 Tinker of Turvey Ep. Ded.,Ihavedrunke 
*doubIe-lanted Ale, and single-lanted, 1607 Tourneur Rev, 
Trag. I. ii. Wks. 1878 II. 18 Her ^double-loathed Lord. 
3833 Carlyle Sart. Res. 1. ix. Girt with thick "^double- 
milled kerseys. 1631 Weever Anc. Fun. Mon . 104 Religion 


is ^double refined, pure and spotlesse without ceremonie. 
1791 T. Jefferson in Harper's blag. Mar. (1885) 535/1 Double 
refined maple sugar. 1818 H azlitt Eng. Poets iv. (1870) 97 
A double-refined essence of wit. ; 1873 Tyndall Led. on 
Light iii. 120 The ^double refracting spar. 3580 Sidney A r- 
cadia (1622) 92 To see the sports of *double-shimng day. 3735 
Dk Foe Voy. round World (18401 68 We were over-manned 
and *double-stored. 1884 F. J. Britten Watch Clockm . 
89 [A] *Double Sunk Dial, .[is] a dial with recesses for the 
hour hand and seconds _ hand. 1783 Herschel in Phil. 
Trans. LXXIL 124 or Orionis . . A ^double- treble star, or two 
sets of treble stars. 18.. P. Barry Fruit Garden 100 
(Cent.) When we graft or bud a tree already budded or 
grafted, we call it *double-worked. 

Double (dtrb’l), sb. Forms: see prec. [In 
branch I, ellipt. use of Double a. ; in branch II, 
noun of action from Double v.J 

I. 1. A double quantity; twice as much or 
many ; a number or magnitude multiplied by two. 

a 3300 Cursor M. 7644 (Gott.) Dauid him doubil 
broght. 1393 Gower Conf. 1 . 170 He saith that other have 
shall The double of that his felawe axeth. C1430 Art of 
Nombryng (E. E. T. S.) 7 If thow truly double the halls 
and truly half the doubles, c 1500 Three Kings' Sons 
(E. E. T, S.) 76 There were moo slayn of them by double 
than they were that assailed them. 3<Six Bible Isa. lxi. 7 
In their land they shal possesse the double. 3726 tr. 
Gregory's Astron.l. 350 The Arcs GL, L H. .respectively 
the doubles of A K, E B. 3875 Jowett Plato (ed. 2) I. 
485 Ten, which is the double of five. 

2. A thing that is an exact repetition of another, 

f a. A duplicate, copy, transcript (of a writing). 
Obs. (chiefly Sc.) ' 

*543 Acts Mary (1S14) 436 (Jam.) The auctentik 
dowble of thir our souerain ladeis lettrez of summondis. 
3628 Sir R. Boyle Diary in Lismore Papers (1886) II. 259 
My laste will and testament, with a dowble therof, both 
signed. 1752 J. Louthian Form of Process (ed. 2) 60 Of 
which Warrant, the Messenger, .is. .ordained to give a just 
Double, .to the Prisoner himself. 

b. A counterpart ; an image, or exact copy (of 
a thing or person), c. spec. The apparition oi a 
living person ; a wraith, fetch. 

1798 Geraldina II. 189 Lady Withers, who is this Lady's 
double, and attends her constantly. 3818 Todd, Double . . 
4. In modern times, used for resemblance ; as, his or her 
double, meaning another person extremely like the party. 
3826 Disraeli Viv. Grey in. v, I fancy that in this mys- 
terious. ; woman, I have met a kind of double of myself. 
1827 Hone Every-Day Bk. II. 1012 The fetch or double of 
the Gottingen student. 3871 Proctor Light Sc. 294 The 
appearance of a double or ‘fetch' has ever been held.. to 
signify approaching death. 

t d. pi. Two of the same kind ; twins. Obs. 

1413 Pilgr. Sowle (Caxton 1483) v. x. 100 Gemini that ben 
cleped twynnes or doubles. 

3. Technical senses. 

ta. A step in dancing (obs.). b. Bell-ringing. A 
* change ' in which two pairs of bells change places. C. 
Double-headed shot, consisting of two balls joined (cf. 
Bar-shot), d. Name of a small size of roofing slates, e. 
Name of a size of sheet-iron. f. A kind of basket for fish : 
see quot. g. pi. A kind of thick narrow black ribbons for 
shoe-strings. (Caulfeild and Saward Diet. Needlework (1882) 
IS6/2.) Jh. Printing. An accidental duplication of a word 
or passage, i. Mil. A double pace: see Double a. 4 c. 

j. Whist. A game (at short whist) in which one side scores 
five before the other has scored three; (at long whist) in which 
one side makes ten and the other none ; the stake in such 
case being doubled, k. Dominoes. A piece bearing the 
same number of pips on each half. 1 . Lawfi Tennis. A 
game played by two players on each side ; also two faults in 
succession, m. An actor or singer who takes two parts in 
the same piece, as in case of absence of another performer, 
n. In many elliptical uses : e. g. —double bed % feast, flower, 
game , letter, line, star, in which the sense is supplied by 
the context. 

a. 3531 Elyot Gov. i. xxv, A double in daunsinge is 
compacte of the nombre of thre. b. 2684 R. H. School 
Recreai. 93 Another Way of Ringing Twenty Four Changes, 
Doubles and Singles 0.1 Four Bells. 1880 in Grove Diet. 
Mus. I. 460. c. 1707 Lond. Gaz . No. 4380/2 We gave 
him.. our Broadside with Double and Round. 1726 Adv. 
Capt . R. Boyle 167 Firing our double and round, which 
kill'd 'em above fifty men. d. 1823 P. Nicholson Pract. 
Build. 396 The Doubles are so called from their small size. 
3876 Gwilt Encycl. Archil. § 2211c, Table of the Names 
and usual Sizes of Slates. Doubles, 13 X 10 [inches]. Ditto, 
13X7. e. 1887 Daily News 20 June 2/6 Iron sheets are 
£6 10s. for superior merchant doubles, .galvanising doubles 
may be had at/) 6. f. 3859 Sala Tw. round Clock (1861) 
16 The ‘doubles* of plaice, soles, haddock. .A ‘double' 
is an oblong basket tapering to the bottom, and containing 
from three to four dozen of fish. g. 3858 Simmonds 
Diet. Trade 131/1 Galloon and double, a kind of silk 
material for shoe ties and binding. h. 3706 Phillips (ed. 
Kersey), Double (a Term in Printing) the mistake of 
a Compositor, that sets the same thing twice. 1784 Frank- 
lin in Ann. Reg. Chron. (1817) 389. The outs, and doubles 
. .are not easy to be corrected, i. i860 Russell Diary 
in India. II. 329 (Hoppe) The men cheering, broke out into 
a double, and at last into a regular race. 3869 E. A. Parkes 
Pract. Hygiene (ed. 3) 393 The * double ' is never continued 
very long; it is stopped at the option of the commanding 
officer, j. 1838 Dickens O. Twist xxv, That ’s two doubles 
and the rub. 1870 Hardy & Ware Mod. Hoyle 30 (Whist). 

k. 1870 Hardy & Ware Mod. Hoyle 92 (Dominoes), The 
person holding the highest double has the ‘pose ’ or ‘ down . 

l . 1894 Times 29 May 11/2 Lawn Tennis, .yesterday, the 
singles competition . .was played. .The doubles will be played 
to-day. m. 1880 E. Prout in Grove Diet. Mus. I. 460 
Doubles., singers who under-study a part in a vocal work, 
so as to replace the regular performer in case of need. 
1891 Farmer Slang , Double.. an actor playing two parts 
in the same piece. n. 3576 Fleming Panopl. Epist. 401 
Brawling and wrangling, .about a vowell, about a conso- 
nant, about a liquide : about a double. *850 V esper Bk 
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(Burns Be Oates) Pref. 12 Doubles and semi-doubles have 
First and Second Vespers. 1873 Bennett & Cavendish 
Billiards 107 Doubles are seldom played for at Billiards. 
1878 Newcomb Pop. Astron. iv. i. 436 Those [stars] which 
are catalogued as doubles. 1883 Pall Mall G. 15 Oct. 1/2 
The doubles are charged . . 8^. a night, ox- 4SV a week. 1883 
Sutton Cult. Veget. <3* Flowers 1892) 271 Frost will not hurt 
the single varieties, but the doubles will not. .endure, .a 
severe winter. 2885 Cath^ Diet. (ed. 3) s. v. Feast , Feasts are 
divided, according to their rank, into doubles, semi-doubles, 
simples, etc. 1890 C. A. Young Elem. Astron. vi. § 207 It 
was discovered that the line is really a close double, one of 
its components being due to iron, while the other is due to 
some unknown gaseous element. 

4 . fa. A small copper coin (value J of a son) 
formerly current in France, b. A small copper 
coin current in Guernsey, value \ of a penny. 

1586 T. B. La Prim and. Fr. Acad. ( 1589) 336 Socrates., 
sent him word, that a measure of flower was sold in Athens 
for a Double, and that water cost nothing. 1687 A. Lovell 
tr. Bergerac's Com . Hist. i. 35 Most of them throwing a 
Double upon my Handkerchief. 1862 Ansted Channel I si. 
iv. App. A. (ed. 2) 563 Copper coinage in Guernsey, .con- 
sisting of pence, half pence, farthings (called two doubles), 
and eighths of a penny (called one double). 

II. 5. A fold; a folded piece of stuff, ? Obs. 

1602 Marston Ant. $ Mel. it. Wks. 1856 I. 28 Fowled tip 
in seaven-fould doubles Of plagues. 1762 Sterne Tr. 
Shandy III. xiv, Mantles. .with large flowing folds and 
doubles. 1784 Darwin in Phil. Trans. LXXV. 3 Another 
leaden ring, .with some doubles of flannel placed under it. 

6 . A sharp turn in running, as of a hunted hare; 
also, of a river; fig. an evasive turn or shift in 
action, argument, etc. To give (one ; the double : to 
give the slip, evade by stratagem. 

1592 Shaks, Pen. Ad. 682 With what care he [the 
hare] cranks and crosses, with a thousand doubles, a i 6 z$ 
Fletcher Woman's Prize hi. iv. All their arch-villanies 
and all their dobles, Which are more than a hunted Hare 
ere thought on. 1751 Johnson Rambler No. 96 r 14 The 
quick retreats and active doubles which Falsehood always 
practised. 1813 Col. Hawker Diary (180 5) I. 79 A fellow 
who had tipped the double to some bailiffs. 1820 Scorr 
Monast. v, At every double of the river the shadows., 
obscured the eastern bank. 

Double (d»*b'l), v. Forms : see Double a . 
[ME. dublen , doblen } doublen , a. OF. duller, 
dobler , doubler , *=Pr., Sp. dollar , It. doppiare 
L. duplare (less common = dupliedre) to double, 
fold up, f. dupl-us double.] 

1. trans. To make double ; to make twice as 
many, as much, or as great; to increase or enlarge 
twofold ; to multiply by two ; to put two in place 
of one, as to double a letter in spelling. 

c 1290 St. B randan 602 in S. Eng. Leg. I. 236 We 
wollej? ]?eos six dawes doubli al is wo. c 1385 Chaucer 
L. G. W. Prol. 522 Hire grete bounte doubelyth hire 
renoun, c 1425 Craft Nombrynge (E. E. T. S.) 13 Begyn 
at the lyft side, and doubulle 2. J?at wel be 4. 1522 More 
De quat. Novlss. Wks. 78/2 He had leuer double his own 
payn. 1611 Bible Rev. xviii. 6 Double vnto her double 
according to her workes. 1696 Whiston The. Earth m. 
(1722) 247 Mankind do double themselves in about 360 or 
370 years. 1724 De Foe Mem. Cavalier (1840) 103, I 
doubled my pace. 1825 J. Nicholson O per at. Mechanic 4 
If either its weight or its velocity be doubled, its momentum 
will be likewise doubled. 1871 Roby Lat. Gram. 1. v. 22 
To denote the length of a vowel .. (1) They doubled the 
vowel, 1873 Jowett Plato (ed. 2) V. 136 Ignorance 
doubled by conceit of knowledge. 

b. absol. (In quot, to double the stakes.) 

1669 Dryden Tyrannic Love ill. i. Wks. 1883 III. 412 
I am resolved to double till I win. 

c. To amount to twice as much as. 

1603 Shaks. Lear n. iv. 262 Thy fifty yet doth double 
flue and twenty. 1666 Dryden Ann. M irab. cxix, The 
adverse fleet, Still doubling ours. 180S Naval Ckron. XV. 
328 A number doubling that which she was calculated to 
carry. 1864 Tennyson Aylmer's F. 81 When his date 
Doubled her own. 

d. Mus. To add the same note in a higher or 
lower octave to (a note of melody or harmony). 

1731 Keller Thorovo-Bass in Holder Harmony 192 On. . 
any. .Sharp or Flat Note out of the Key, you double the 
8th. 1877 Stainer Harmony v ii. § 92 The minor seventh 
should not be doubled. 1880 P. David in Grove Diet. Mus. 
I. 458 [The double-bass] often doubles in the lower octave 
the bass of the harmony. 

e. To double a part : to act as the double of or 
substitute for (another player) ; to play two parts 
in the same piece ; also fig. 

1800 Mrs. Hervey Mourtray Fam. I. 33 When she 
attempted to double the part of her mother, she . . failed in 
playing the great or the agreeable lady. 1801 Paris as it 
was II. xii. 60 Laforet who (as the French express it), 
doubles Lainez, that is, performs the same characters in 
his absence. 1875 Lowell Spenser Prose Wks. 1890 IV. 
3x9 Spenser made all his characters double their parts. 
1894 Times 6 Mar. 4/3 Miss Rosa Green ‘ doubled the parts 1 
of Martha and Siebel. 

2. intr. (for refit ) To become twice as much or 
many as before ; to increase twofold. 

c 1320 Cast. Love 1199 pi joye doublede an hondrut 
folde. 1592 Shaks. Ven. Sf Ad. 521 Say, for non-pay- 
ment that the debt should double. 1684-90 Burnet Th. 
Earth (J.) ’Tis observed in particular nations, that within 
the space of three hundred years.. the number of men 
double. 1882 Pebody Eng. Journalism xix. 145 The cir- 
culation doubled^ trebled, quadrupled. 

b. Of flowers : To become double (see Double 

a. 1 d). 

1882 Vines Sachs' Bot. 542 When the stamens become 
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transformed into petals (by the so-called ‘doubling ' of the 
flower). 1888 G. Henslow Floral Struct . 299 The starved 
state of the plants causes doubling. 

1 3. trans . To repeat or reiterate ; to redouble ; 
to make a copy or duplicate of (Sc.) Obs . 

£1380 Wyclif Set. Whs. III. 84 Crist techij?. - to have 
oure wordis j?us, 3he, ^he, and nai, nay. .pere hedoublij? 
his wordis, as if he wolde seie, — $ 5 f 3e seie ^he in Soure 
soule, seie 3he wi]>3oure mou>. 1565 Jewel Repl. Harding 
(1611) 334 Thus he saith, and doubleth, and repeateth the 
same. £1645 Howell Lett . (1650) I. 28 Pulling out the 
fatal steel, ue doubled his thrust, a 1662 R. Baillie Lett. 
(1775) 1 . 174 (Jam.) Some of the advertisement I have caused 
double. 1718 Wodrow Corr. (1843) Lb 406 I’ll cause 
double over what account I have insert.. and send up to 
you. 1805 Scott Last Minstr. 1. xxvii, Cliffs, doubling, on 
their echoes borne. The terrors of the robber’s horn. 

fb. intr. or absol. To speak with repetition of 
sounds. Obs. rare. 

1382 Wyclif 2 Sam. in. 34 And doublynge togidre [con- 
geminantes] al the people wept upon hym. ^ 1593 Shaks. 
2 Hen. VI, jr. iii. 94 This knaues tongue begins to double. 
1621 [see Doubling///. a. j]. 

4. Mil. a. trans. To increase (ranks or files) to 
twice their length by marching other ranks or files 
up into them. (The latter may also be the object.) 

b. intr. Of ranks or files : To march up into the 
other ranks or files so as to double them. 

1598 Barret Theor. Warres in. i. 37 What meaneyou by 
doubling your ranke and file? 1635 Barriffe Mil. Discip. 
xii. (1643) 45 In the doubling of Ranks, the even Ranks are 
to double into the odde. 2684 R. H. School Recreat. 55 
They are held to double when the Rear is doubled into the 
Front. 1796 Instr. <§• Reg. Cavalry (1813) 46 No doubling 
up, increasing, or diminishing the front^ of the column, 
must be made after entering on a straight alignement. 
1833 Regal. Instr. Cavalry 1. 26 The left files double 
behind the right files. 

c. trans. (colloq.) To couple or associate with 
(in the same quarters). Often double up. 

1837 Major Richardson Brit. Legion i. (ed. 2) 23 Another 
Captain of my regiment is doubled up with me. 1835 
W. Westall Larry Lohengrin iii. (Farmer), He. .promised 
the steward a handsome tip if nobody were doubled up 
with him, i. e. if no other person were put into the same 
cabin. 1886 Morley Stud. Lit. (1889) 108 The scientific 
lawyer is doubled with the Indian bureaucrat. 

d, intr. To unite in couples. V Obs. 

1614 T. Adams Devils Banquet 27 Some double in their 
companies, some treble, some troupe, none goe single. 

5. Mil. intr . To march in double time, go ‘at 
the double’. 

1890 R. Kipling Willie Winkie 19 So E Company, .doubled 
for the dear life. 

b. To double one’s effort or speed, (colloq.) 

1887 Vise. Bury & G. L. Hillieu Cycling 104 He doubled 
to his work, .and left the Cantab. 

0. trans. a. To add a second layer of material 
to (a garment); to line. Obs . exc. Her. : see 
Doubling vbl. sb. 2. 

14. . Ld. High Treas , Acc. Scot. I. 203 (Jam. Supp.) 
A lang gowne to the Duk..viij elne of blak damrrxysk to 
dowbil it with. 1555 Eden Decades 266 A thicke vesture. . 
well dowbeled. 2610 Guillim Heraldry 1. iv. (1611) 14 No 
man under the degree of a Baron.. may have his mantle 
doubled with Ermyne. 1766 Porny Elem, Her. vi, (1787) 
226 The doubling of Mantlmgs with Furs. 

b. To line or cover (a ship) with an additional 
layer of planking. 

1703 T. N. City <4 C. Purchaser 203 A useful Nail in 
doubling of small Ships, 1820 Scoresby Acc. Arctic Reg. 
II. 190 Doubling generally consists of the application of 2 
or 2-i inches oak plank near the bow, diminishing towards 
the stern. 1840 Evid. Hull Docks Com . 222 She was 
obliged to be doubled ; to have timber put outside her in 
order to make her more stationary in the water. 

7. Silk Manuf.y Cotton- spinning, etc. To lay 
two or more filaments (of silk), or slivers (of cotton, 
wool, or flax), together, and compress them into one. 

1831 G. R. Porter Silk Manuf. 204 In the operation of 
doubling, these bobbins are placed in front of the winding 
machine. 1835 U re Philos . Mannf. 123 In fine spinning, 
the doubling of the fibres is sometimes 70,000 fold— for the 
purpose of producing perfect uniformity in the finished 
yarn. 1875 Ore's Diet. Arts III. 794 The raw singles are 
first twisted in tone direction, next doubled, and then 
twisted together in the opposite direction. 

8 . To bend (a piece of cloth, paper, etc.) over, 
so as to bring the two parts into contact parallel ; 
to fold; to bend (the body, etc.) so as to bring 
distant parts into proximity ; to close, clench (the 
hand or fist). Often with up. 

(In quot. 1589, to close (the ears'.) 

c 1430 Two Cookery Bks. 39 Take a pese of fayre Canne- 
uas, and doble it. 1589 Puttenham Eng. Poesie hi. xxiii. 
(Arb.) 282 To solace your eares with pretie conceits after 
a sort of long scholasticall preceptes which may happen 
haue doubled them. 1665 Hooke Microgr. 9 They double 
all the Stuff. . that is, they crease it just through the middle 
..placing the two edges, or selvages just upon one another. 
1694 Dryden Love Triumph, in. i, The page is doubled 
down. 1778 Mad. D'Arblay Diary 3 Aug., He doubled 
his fist at me. 1874 Blackie Self-Cult . 42 Bending his 
back, and doubling his chest. 1885 Bible (R. V.) JExod . 
xx vi. 9 Thou..shalt double over the sixth curtain in the 
forefront of the tent. 1893 A. H. S. Landor Hairy Ainu 54 
Crouched as she was, doubled up, with her head on her knees. 

b. To double ttp (a person) : to make to bend 
or stoop, as by a blow ; hence fig. to finish up, 
cause to ‘collapse’, (slang ox colloq.) 

1814 Sporting Mag. XLIV. 278 Planting a blow on the 
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side of Perrot, which doubled him up. 1883 J. Parker 
Tyne Ch. 108 Never saw a man so doubled up [in argu- 
ment]. 1891 E, W. Gosse Gossip in Library xxi. 275 
This master of science [pugilism], who doubled up an 
opponent as if he were pluckir g a flower. 

c. intr. (for refit) To become folded together 
or bent over ; to fold, bend. 

? 1650 Don Bellianis 164 With such terrible incounters 
that the knight, .doubled backward upon his horse. 1875 
Darwin Insectiv . Plants vii. 163 After 10 hrs. 15 m. . . the 
blade quite doubled up. Mod. His knees doubled up under 
him. The leaf has been folded, and tends to double over. 

d. Billiards, (at) intr. Of a ball. To rebound, 

(b.) trans. To cause (a ball) to rebound: cf. 
Doublet 7. . : 

1885 Billiards simplified (1889) 50 If you.. hit the red 
nearly full, so that it doubles down the table [etc.] Mod. 
You can double the ball into the middle pocket. 

9. Naut . (trans.) To sail or pass round or to the 
other side of (a cape or point), so that the ship’s 
course is, as it were, doubled or bent upon itself. 

2548 Hall Ckron., Hen. VIII. nb, If you wil bring your 
shippe into the bay of Hardines, you must double y a poynt 
of Gentilnes. 2583 T. Washington tr. Nicho lay's Voy. 

1. x. 12 b, Having doubled the cape, we passed along. 
2663 Phil. Trans. I. 42 To go into the East Indies without 
doubling the Cape of Good Hope. 2867 Freeman Norm. 
Conq. (1876) I.v. 295 The invaders doubled the Land’s End 
and ravaged Cornwall. 

b. intr. To get round. To double upon (in naval 
warfare): to get round to the other side of (an 
enemy’s fleet), so as to inclose it between two fires. 

1769 Falconer Did. Marine (1789) A a ij b, The lee-line 
..cannot so easily double upon the van.. of the enemy. 
2836 Emerson Eng. Traits v. 91 Nelson’s feat of ‘ doubling 
or stationing his snips one on the outer bow and another on 
the^ outer quarter of each of the enemy’s. 2867 Smyth 
Sailor's Word-bk ., Doubling upon ..a hostile fleet ..as 
Nelson did at the Nile. 2875 F. Hall in Lippincott's 
Mag. XVI. 751/2 I doubled nimbly round a couple oi 
corners, and paused again. 

10. intr. To turn sharply and suddenly in run- 
ning, as a hunted hare ; to turn hack on one’s 
course ; to pursue a winding or tortuous course. 

1596 Drayton Legends ii. 382 To the Covert doth him- 
selfe betake Doubling, and creepes from Brake againe to 
Brake. 1690 Dryden Amphitryon iv. Wks. 1884 VIII. 75 
See how he doubles, like a hunted hare. 2724. De Foe 
Mem . Cavalier ( 1840) 95 He found the river fetching a long 
reach, double short upon itself. 1828 DTsraeli Chas. 1 , 1 . 
iv. 87 The negociation doubled through all the bland wind- 
ings of concession and conciliation. 2864 D. G. Mitchell 
Seif. Star. 306 They suddenly turned to double upon their 
walk again. 

b. trans. To avoid or escape by doubling; to 
elude, give the slip to. 

1812 J. H. Vaux Flash Did. s.v., To double a person 
. .signifies either to run away from him openly, and elude 
his attempts to overtake you, or to give him the slip., 
unperceived. 2842 Manning Serm. (1848) L ii. 23 Skill in 
doubling all the changes of life, and in meeting its emer- 
gencies. 

11. fig. (intr.) To make evasive turns or shifts; 
to use duplicity, act deceitfully. ? Obs. 

1530 Palsgr. 525 / 2, 1 double, I varye in tellyng of my tale. 
..Nay, and you double ones, I have done with you. 2578 
Hunnis Hyveful Hunnye Gen. xii. 25 Why hast thou 
dealt thus craftely And doubled so with mee ? 2624 Trag. 
Nero in. iii. in Bullen O. PI. 1 . 54 Why with false Auguries 
have we bin deceiv’d ? What, can Celestiall Godheads 
double too ? 2649 Bounds Publ. Obed. (1650) 35 Who have 
been.. attent not to double with their God. 2820 Scott 
Ivanhoe xxxv, If thy tongue doubles with me, I will have 
it torn from thy misbelieving jaws. 

Double-acting, ppl. a. Acting in two ways 
or directions, by two methods, etc.: spec, of a 
steam-engine, worked by application of steam 
power on both sides of the piston. (Cf, double 
action s.v. Double a. 6.) 

1843 Penny Cycl. XXII. 475 The upward stroke of the 
piston was now produced by admitting the steam below 
it . . thus the engine became double-acting. 1850 Chubb 
Locks Sf Keys 28 Chubb’s detector being combined with the 
six double-acting tumblers, added very gi*eatly to the 
security of the lock. 2874 Knight Did. Mech Double- 
acting Pttmp, one which throws water at each stroke. 
2892 Lounsbury Stud. Chaucer I. ii. 155 The assumed 
relationship, .had begun to perform its double-acting part. 

Double-bank, V. [Back-formation from next.] 
trans. a. Natit. To provide with two rowers on 
one bench for each pair of opposite oars, or with 
two rowers for each oar. b. transf. To work or 
pull with two sets of men, horses, etc. (e.g. a rope 
with men on both sides, a dray with a double 
team of horses) ; also absol. 

1832 Marryat N. Forster xii, They double-banked their 
oars. 2859 Cornwallis New World 1 . 147 They started next 
day . . hnd, by good luck, .met with some chaps on the road 
with fresh cattle, and so double banked all the way up. 

Donble-banked (-bsegkt), a. Naut. [para- 
synth. f. double bank + -ED.] Having pairs of 
opposite oars pulled by rowers on the same bench ; 
or, having two rowers at each oar. (Said of the oars, 
or of the boat ; also adverbially.) b. Double- 
banked frigate : a frigate carrying guns on two 
decks ; also called a Double-banker. 

1697 Dampier Voy. I. xv. 429 They row double-banked ; 
that is, two Men sitting on one Bench, but one rowing on 
one side, the other on the other side of the Boat. 2769 
Falconer Did. Marine (1780) s.v.. The oars are also said 
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to be double-banked when two men row upon every single 
one. 1842 P. Parley's Ann . III. 300 A large double-banked 
frigate. 1867 Smyth Sailer's Word-bk. s.v. Double-banked j 
60-gun frigates which carry guns along the gangway, .are 
usually styled double-bankers, 

Dou*ble-ba*rreHed, -eled (-barreld), a. 

1 . Of a fire-arm : Having two barrels. 

1709 Steels Taller No. 34 P 5 His double-barrelled 
Pistols. 1835 W. Irving Tour Prairies 95, X discharged 
the double-barrelled gun to the right and left. 

2 . fig. Serving a double purpose; having a 
double reference ; double, twofold. 

1837 Dickens Pickio. xxvii, This was a double-barrelled 
compliment. 1841 Thackeray Fun. Napoleon ii, The above 
account ... has a double-barrelled morality. 1889 Univ . 
Rev. Nov. 345 Every one they know has a double barrelled 
name and a great-grandfather of renown. 

So Double-barrel 0. =prec. ; sb., a double-bar- 
relled gun; Double-barrel v. nonce-wd . ., to make 
* double-barrelled \ 

*8xi Byron Hints Hor. 556 Double-barrels. . miss their 
mark. *820 Fonblanque Eng. under 7 Administ. (1837) }; 

J 13 A double-barrel gun. *848 Thackeray Bk. Snoh xii, 
le double-barrelled his name, and, instead of T. Sniffle 
..came out.. as Rev, T. D’Arcy Sniffle. 

Double-bass (dp-b’ltb^s). [f. Double a. 4 b 
+ Bass, after the Italian name Conteabasso.] A 
musical instrument, the largest and deepest-toned 
of the violin class, having three or four strings, 
usually tuned a fourth apart. 

*727-32 Chambers CycL s.v. Violone, A double bass 
almost twice as big as the common bass violin. *789 Mrs. 
Piozzi Journ. France I. 176 Girls handling the double 
bass. 1856 Mrs. C. Clarke tr. Berlioz ’ Instrument. 40 To 
double-basses belong, .the lowest sounds of the harmony. 

attrib. 18*6 Scott Old Mart, xvii, ‘ Harm them not ! ’ 
exclaimed Kettledrummle, in his very best double-bass 
tones. 1880 P. David in Grove Diet. Mus, 1. 458 Bottesini 
and.. other celebrated double-bass players. 

Double-benched (-benjt), a. Having two 
benches ; spec. (Naut.) - Double-banked. 

1834 M EDWIN Angler in Wales I. 17 A double-benched 
cart. 1881 Ogilvie, Double-banked , double-benched. 
BouMe-bitt, v. Naut . [see Birr.] trans. 
To pass (a cable) twice round the bitts, or round 
two pairs of bitts instead of one. 

1833 Cart, Marry at P. Simple xv, ‘Which cable was 
ranged last night— the best bower?* ‘Yes, sir.’ ‘Jump 
down, then, and see it double-bitted and stoppered at thirty 
fathoms/ 1867 Smyth Sailor's Word-bk, 104 In ships of 
war there are usually two pairs of cable-bitts, and when they 
are both used at once the cable is said to be double-bitted. 

Double-bitted, a. [see B11 1 sbA] Having 
two bits (in various senses). 

1816 Scott Bl. Dwarf i, A double-bitted military bridle. 
1834 Brit. Husb. I. 345 Grubbing the roots of shrubs. . is 
usually performed with the . .double-bitted mattock. 1874 
Knight Diet. Meek., Double-bitted Axe . .has two opposite 
bits or blades. It is an ancient form of battle-axe. 

Double-breasted, a. Of a coat, etc. : Having 
the two sides of the breast made alike, with 
buttons and button-holes, so as to button on either 
side. Also, having a double thickness of material 
on the breast, as an under-vest 
170* Land. Getz. No. 3693/4 A light Cloth Coat double 
breasted. *825 J. Neal Bro. Jonathan I, 149 A loose 
great coat, or double-breasted surtout. 1874. Boutell A rms 
<$• Arm. iii. 54 That arrangement in a modern waistcoat 
which is entitled ‘ double-breasted ’. . 

Doubled (<fo*bTd), ppl. a. [f. Double v.] 

1 / Made double, increased twofold, f repeated, 
etc. ; see the verb. 

c 1:430 Art of Nombryng (E. E. T. S/ 16 Fynde a-noj>er 
digit vnder the next figure bifore the doublede. *571 Digges 
Pantom. 1. xi. D iij, Ioyning to that doubled distance the 
heigth of your eye, ye haue the whole altitude. 1697 
Dryden Virg. Georg, iv. 70 Hollow Rocks that .. doubled 
Images of Voice rebound. *810 Southey Kehatna xi. xiv, 
Their doubled speed the affrighted Dragons try. 

b. Of land : see double land s.v. Double a. 6. 
*697 Dam pier Voy. (1729) 1. 256 The Land in the Country 
is high and doubled. 1712 W, Rogers Voy. App. 26 The 
Land is white with small Hills/and in some places doubled. 

2 . Folded, bent : see Double v . 8. 

*655 Jer. Taylor Guide Devot. (1719) 149 Doubled knees, 
and Groans and Cries, i860 Macmichael Pilgr. Ps. 324 
A small doubled piece of cloth. 1864 Mrs. Gatty Parables 
fr. Nat. Ser iv. 14 Poor Hans' doubled-up figure. 

* Bou'ble-dealer. [f. next, or f. Double adv. 

3.] One who acts with duplicity. 

*547-64 Baulowin Mot. Philos. (Palfr.) vru. i, God .. ab- 
horreth . . hypocrites, and double dealers. *709 Sachevereix 
Serm . 5 Nov. 22 Thus execrable is the Traytor, and Double- 
Dealer. 1836 Hor. Smith Tin Trump. (1876) 278 A Janus- 
faced double-dealer. 

Dou ble-dealing, double dealing, vbl sb. 

[see Double a. 5.] Action marked by duplicity; 
the profession of one thing and practice of another. 

12x529 Skelton Detke Erie Northumb. 174 Let double 
delyng in the haue no place. 1632 J. Hayward tr, 
Biondi's Eromena 133 Some feared there was some dis- 
sembling or double dealing in this businesse. 1748 Anson's 
V bjy. m. x. 403 The malice and double-dealing of the 
Chinese. 1830 D’ Israeli Chas. I, III. iv. 45 Saville .. by 
his double-dealing with the King and the Scots, proved 
himself a political traitor. 

Boirble-de aling, ppl. a. [f. prec., or f. 
Double adv. 3.] Using duplicity. 

*587 Golding De Momay xiv. 223 To be beguiled by a 
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dubbledealing Spy. 185s Macaulay Hist. Eng. IV. 53 
Lowminded, doubledeaiing, self-seeking politicians. 

Double-decker, colloq. [parasynth. f. double 

deck + -Eti k] A double-decked ship, etc. a. ‘A 
ship with two decks above the water-line \ b. 
U.S. * A street-car having a second floor and seats 
on top ; a freight- or cattle-car with two floors \ 
(Cent. Diet.) 

Double-dye, v. [f. Double adv. + Dye vi] 
trans. To dye twice v fig. to imbue or stain deeply. 

160s How to Chuse good Wife iv. iii. in Hazl. Dodsley 
IX. 77 Did he not. .double-dye your coral lips with blood? 
1879 G. Meredith Egoist xxxv, He is a sort of man to 
double-dye himself in guilt by way of vengeance.. 

Hence Double-dyed ppl. a., dyed twice; fig. 
deeplyimbued or stained (with guilt, etc.); Double- 
dyeing 1 sb., a method of dyeing mixed woollen and 
cotton fabrics by which the two are dyed separately. 

1667 Poole Dial. betw. Protest . # Papist (17 35) 148 You 
are double-dy’d Idolaters. 1678 Marvell Growth Popery 
15 Some double-dyed Son of our Church, some Protestant 
in grain. 1870 Miss Bridgman R . Lynne II. xii. 256 A 
double-dyed scoundrel. 

Double-edged, a. [f. double edge 4 - -ed, or 
Double adv.] H aving two (cutting) edges ; fig. 
cutting or acting both ways. 

1552 Huloet, Double edged, anccps. 1687 Dryden Hind 
8 f Panth. in. 192 Your Delphic sword. .Is double-edged and 
cuts on either side. 1745 P. Thomas Jrnl r . Anson s Lay. 
289 Pikes . . headed with a double-edged Iron. *79* Bos- 
well Johnson I. 454 fjod.) Strong, pointed, double-edged 
wit. 1866 J. Martineau Ess. 1. 196 The charge . . is double- 
edged, and cuts both ways. 

Bouble-e*u&er. 

1 . Anything having two ends alike ; spec . a kind 
of gun-boat rounded fore and alt. U. S. 

1865 Star 3 Feb., The double-ender Sassacus .. caught 
one of the shells, .which carried away the skylight of the 
cabin. 1871 Proctor Light Sc. 219 The United States 
double-ender ‘Watered \ *8.. Amer. Antiquarian IX. 

370 (Cent.) It may be styled a double-ender spear, for each 
extremity of it is pointed in an identical manner. 

2 . A cross-cut sawing-machine, with two adjust- 
able circular saws, for sawing both ends of 
timber. 

II Double entendre (d«bl ahtandr). [rare 
obs. F. the usual double entente , double under- 
standing, ambiguity; (an example, of 1688, is given 
by Littre in Suppl.) Of. also double entendement 
in Double a. 2 quot. 1548.] A double meaning; 
a word or phrase having a double sense, esp. as 
used to convey an indelicate meaning. 

1673 Dryden Marr. d la Mode iii. i. 36 Foible, Chagrin, 
Grimace, Embarrasse^ Double entendre, Equivoque. 1678 
Duchess Cleveland in Miss Berry Eng. France (1834) I. 
i. 92 The ambassador showed a letter, which he pretended 
one part of it was a double entendre. 1694 Dryden Love 
Triumph . Prol., No double-entendres, which you sparks 
allow, To make the ladies look — they know not how. *709 
Brit. Apollo II. No. ir. 3/2 A double Entendre By th’ word 
is express'd. 1841 J. T. Hewlett Parish Clerk I. 159 The 
jokes and the double entendres that were flying about. 

Double-face. a. (Properly two words, dou- 
ble face) ‘ Duplicity ; the acting of different parts 
inthesameconcern’ Webster 1828. b. (< dou'ble-face ), 
A double-faced person, a hypocrite. 

1802 Boy's Own Paper Nov. 55/3 Then you believe that 
uncle is a double-face. 

Double-faced (-f^st), a. 

1 . Having two faces or aspects. 

' 1589 Greene Menaphon (Arb.) 29 Chance Is like Ianus, 
double faced, a 1711 Ken Preparatives Poet. Wks. X721 
IV. 140 Double-fac’d Death. ^ 1856 Froude Hist. Eng. II. 
36 Double-faced as these inventions are — wearing one 
meaning in the apologies of theologians, and quite another 
to the multitude. 

b. Of a fabric : Finished on both sides, so that 
either may be used as the right side. 

2 . fig. * Facing two ways y ; professing different 
things to different people ; insincere. 

1575-85 Abp. Sandys Serm. (1841) 64 Deep dissemblers, 
double-hearted, double-tongued, double-faced. *577 Test. 12 
Patriarchs (1604) 134 Double-fac’d men God abhorreth. 
*825 T. Jefferson Autobiog. Wks. *859 I. 63 Those whom 
he knew to be slippery and double-faced. 

Hence Double-fa*cedness, the quality of being 
double-faced ; duplicity, insincerity. 

1867 Sala Fr. Waterloo to Benin. II. 116 An element in 
Spanish statecraft . . known as doblez , or doublefacedness. 
1887 Colvin Keats 79 Of double-facedness or insincerity . . 
Hunt was incapable. 

t Dou'blefold, a. Obs. [loosely after manifold, 
etc.] Twofold, double. 

<*1300 Cursor M. 6758 (Cott.) He sal again yeild duble 
fald. 1382 Wyclif Ps. 2nd Prol., Clad with the doublefold 
cloth of confusion. 1577 Northbrookb Dicing (1843) 26 
The blessings are double fold to the diligent and obedient 
hearer. *826 Sporting M ag. XIX. 70 Increased in a double- 
fold degree. 

Dou'ble-ganger (-gsegai). [ad. Ger. doppel - 
ganger or Du. dubbelganger double-goer.] 

1 . The apparition of a living person ; a double, 
a wraith. 

1830 Scott DemonoL 178 note , He . . may probably find it 
to be his own fetch or wraith or double-ganger. 1865 
Kingsley Herew. xix, Either you are Hereivard, or you are 
his double-ganger. 


DOUBLE-MmDED. 

2 . A rendering of amphisbsma , the double- 
headed snake, nonce-use. 

1831 Whittier Double-headed Snake 60 Urchins, .search- 
ing . . for sheep or kine The terrible double-ganger heard. 

Dou*ble-na:nded, ct. 

1 . Adapted to be lilted or held with both hands; 
two-handled. 

cx 6 xt Chapman Iliad 1. 566 In his lov'd mother's hand He 
put the double-handed cup. 1834 Medwin A nglerin Wales 
I. 172 Do you use a single or double-handed rod ? 

2 . Having two hands ; fig. capable of a double 
use, application, or action. 

*665 Glanvill Scepsis Sci. (J.), All things being double- 
handed, and having the appearances both of truth and 
falsehood. 

Hence Double-Iiamdedness , the quality of being 
double-handed ; duplicity of action. 

1883 F. M. Crawford Dr. Claudius x. That sort of 
double-handedness that the Duke hated. 

t Double-head. Obs. a. The double-headed 
snake, b. Double-headed shot. 

1607 Topsell Serpents (1658) 700 The Grecians call this 
Serpent Amphisbaina. .1 have called it Double-head. *635 
Swan Spec. M. (1670) 440 The Amphisbena, or Double-head. 
*678 Lond. Gaz. No. 1361/1 He .. loaded his Guns with 
double head and round Partridge. 

Dairble-b.ea:de&, a. Having a double head 
or two heads, two-headed (lit. 2016. fig.). 

Double-headed shot ; a shot consisting of two balls joined 
together. Double-headed serpent or snake : a snake- like 
lizard of N. America, having the head and tail nearly alike ; 
hence formerly supposed to have two heads; =-Amphis- 

BSENA 2. 

*542-3 Act 34 4 35 Hen. VIII, c. 6 Pinnes. .such as shalbe 
double headed. *646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. mi. xii. 
363 His favours are deceitfull and double headed, he doeth 
apparent good, for reall . . evill after it. 1663 Gerbier Counsel 
E viij b, A double-headed- Aigle. 1678 tr. Gaya’s Art of War 
17 Double-headed Shot, .are two Bullets fastned together, by 
a lit tie piece of Iron, about half an inch long. 1727 A. Hamil- 
ton New Acc. E. Ind. II. xxxiiL 10 This double-headed 
Government. 1774 Goldsm. Nat. Hist. (1776) VII. 222 The 
Amphisbaena, or the Double Headed Serpent. 1804 Naval 
Chron. XII. 63, 13 rounds of double-headed shot. 1865 
Kingsley Herew, xvii, His great double-headed axe. 

Boiible-bea’cler, U. S. a. A kind of firework, 
b. A railway train having two engines. 

1869 Aldrich Story of Bad Boy 92 The smaller sort of 
fireworks, such as pin-wheels, serpents, double- headers. *88* 
Chicago Times 12 Mar., The. .express from Chicago started 
out with a double-header. 

Dou-ble-bearted, a. [see Double a. 5.] 
Having a ‘ double heart* ; deceitful, dissembling. 

1552 Latimer Serm. $ Rem. (1845) 151 Double-hearted, 
speaking one thing with their tongues, and thinking another 
thing in their hearts. 1617 Hieron Wks. II. 160 Guileful! 
and double-hearted hypocrites. 1849 Hake Par. Serm. II. 
227 In this doublefaced, doublehearted world. 

Hence Double-liea*rfcedness. 

*57* Golding Calvin on Ps. xii. 3 This dubblehartednesse 
. . maketh men dubbletunged. *888 Heron Ck. Subapostolic 
Age 1. i. 21 Doubleheartedness, guile, arrogance. 

Dou-blejee, -key, -see, dubbletie, adapta- 
tions or corruptions of Du, dtibbelfje t a coin worth 
10 cents, or about 2 d. English. 

1707 Funnkll Voy. (1729) 201 A Doublekey, which is a 
piece of money that goes for two-pence. *73* Medley 
Holden's Cape G. Hope I. *68 A Dubbletie .. a twopenny 
piece of Dutch money. *756 Mrs, Calderwood JniL 

I, 1884) 59 Two stiver pieces called doublesees. 1889 Blackw, 
Mag. Aug. 183 We had to put a doublejee or so into the 
wooden shoe. 

t Bon'Me-leaf, sb. and a. Obs. 

A. sb. The plant tway blade (List era ovata), 
an orchid with two large opposite ovate leaves. 

1578 Lyte Dodoens 11. lvii. 224 The Twayblade or 
Doubleleaf. *605 Timm e Querszt. 1. xiii. 65 The salts [of] 
double leafe and of cardus benedictus. .are diaphori call. 

B. adj. Having two leaves, double-leaved. 

1592 Lyly Midas r. ii, The lips are .. made for a double- 

leafe dore for the mouth. 

Bou:ble-l0'ck, v. trans. To lock by two turns 
of the key, as in some forms of lock. ■ ' 

1592 Shaks. Ven. $ Ad. 448 Bid Suspicion double-lock 
the door. 1748 Richardson Clarissa (i8id III. 39 How 
came I to double-lock myself in? 1840 Dickens Barn. 
Rudge II. ix. 77 John had double-locked the door. ^ 
Double me anin g, sb. Double or ambiguous 
signification ; the use of an ambiguous word or 
phrase, esp. to convey an indelicate meaning; = 
Double entendbe. So Bowble-meaning a. } 
having a double meaning, ambiguous. Double- 
meaner nonce-wd . , one who deals in double 
meanings. 

155* T. Wilson Logike (1580) 8 The wily usyng of wordes, 
that in sense have double meanyng. 159* Sylvester Du 
B artas i, vi. 824 Th’ Embassader Of Pyrrhus (whom the 
Delphian Oracler Deluded by his double-meaning Measures). 
1601 Shaks. All’s Well iv. iii 114 Has deceiu’d mee, like a 
double-meaning Prophesier. 1712 Steele Sped. No. 504 
p 2 These are ever harping upon things they ought not to 
allude to, and deal mightily in double meanings . . for your 
double-meaners are dispersed, .thro’ all parts of town or city. 
1840 Hood Miss Kilmansegg , Her Honeymoon xiu, A 
double meaning shows double sense. 1853 Grote Greece 

II. lxxxiii. XI. 36 By delicate wit ai.d double-meaning 

phrases to express an offensive sentiment. . # 

DoU‘ble~mi:nded, a. Having two ‘minds ; 
undecided or wavering in mind ; T also, formerly, 
Having two meanings, an overt and a concealed. 


DOUBLENESS, 
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DOUBLE-TONGUED, 


igS* Huloet, Dowble mynded, or of many wyttes, aliri- 
piex. *6x* Bible Jas. i. 8 A double minded man is vnstable 
in all his wayes. 1727 H. Herbert tr. Fleury's Eccl. Hist 
I. 161 Thou shalt not be either double-tongued or double- 
minded. 1834 J. H. Newman Par. Serin. (1 837) 1. iii. 42 
It is the double-minded who find difficulties. 

Hence DouMe-mriide&mess, the state of being 
double-minded (in either sense). 

1608 WV Sclater Malachy (1650) 29 Lameness Is hypo- 
crisie, double-mindedness. 1646 H. Lawrence Comm. An- 
yells 121 Insincerity and double-mindednesse. 1654 H. 
L’Estrange Ckas. / (1655' 71 The Amphibology, the double- 
mindednesse of the word ‘ dux 1881 Gladstone Sp. at 
Leeds 7 Oct., Feeble double-mindedness that does not see 
its own intention. 

Doubleness (dzrb’lnes). [f. Double a. + 

-NESS.] 

1. The quality or state of being double or two- 
fold, (In quot. 1533, A double layer or fold.) 

1398 Trevisa Barth . Be P. R. xix. cxvi. (1495) 919 The 
more he passyth fro doublynesse and nygheth to symply- 
nesse. a 1533 Ld. Berners H uonix. 23 The stroke passyd 
through the doublenes of his cloke. 1665-76 Ray Flora 
190 The Double Popy differeth only from the single field 
Popy in the doubleness of the flowers. 1855 Bain Senses ty 
Int. 11. ii. § 10 If we had. .two distinct olfactory nerves, we 
should, .have a feeling of doubleness or repetition of smells, 
fb. Double or doubtful meaning, ambiguity. 

1494 Fabyan Citron, vn. ccxxiii. 248 He wagged his hede, 
as he that conceyued some doublenesse in this report e. 1551 
T. Wilson Logike (1580) 8 That the doublenesse of no one 
woorde deceive the hearer. [1694 R. Burthogge Reason 
37 Words «. often have a doubleness of meaning, and then 
are called Ambiguous]. 

C. Doubleness of mind ^ double-mindedness. 

a 1628 Preston New Covt. (1634) 10 Doublenesse of mind 
..when a man is distracted between God and some other 
object. 1863 Kinglake Crimea I. 348 That doubleness of 
mind which made him always prone to do acts clashing one 
with another. 

2 . The character of being ‘ double ■ in action or 
conduct; duplicity, deceitfulness, treachery. 

<1-1374 Chaucer Anel. $ Arc. x 59 He coude hir dowbil- 
nesse espie. 1423 Jas. I Kingis Q. cxxxvi, Fy on thaire 
doubilnesse 1 1548 Hall Chron., Edw. IV (an. 7) 199 b, 
Theerle began to complain. . of the ingratitude and double- 
nes of kyng Edward. x6xo Holland Camden's Brit, 1.602 
Dissimulation and doublenesse of heart. 1792 Mad. D’Ar- 
blay Diary May, Unsuspicious . . where he has met no 
doubleness. 18S3 Geo. Eliot Romola iii. xxvii, What he 
called perplexity seemed to her sophistry and doubleness. 

Dou*ble-qui:c!k, a. (sb., adv .). a. adj. Mil . 
Applied to the quickest step next to the run ; =* 
Double a , 4 c. Hence gen. Very rapid or hurried, 
b. sb. Double-quick pace or time ; *= Double s b. 
3 i ; also gen. At the double-quick : very quickly 
or hastily, e. adv. In double-quick time. 

In the U.S. army, according to the Century Diet, Double- 
quick time consisted of 165 steps of 33 inches (—453^ ft.) to 
the minute, which is identical with the ‘ double time ’ at 

? resent (1896) in force in the British Army. According to 
*unk & Wagnall the term has been superseded by ‘ double 
time ’ : see Double a 4 c. 

1822 G. W. Manby Voy. Greenland (1823) 59, 1 singled out 
one [seal] that was marching away in double quick time. 
1834 Medwin Angler in Wales II. 41 It was necessary to 
move on at double-quick. x86oRjeade Cloister $ H. III. 229 
He took a candle and lighted it, and turned it down, .till it 
burned his fingers ; when he dropped it double quick. 1883 
Harper's Mag. Sept. 553/1 His men were proceeding at 
the double-quick. 

Hence DouMe-qui’ck v. f intr. and trans to 
march, or cause to march, at double-quick. ( U.S.) 

1863 Life in South II. 294 How they marched .. and 
marched again ; and * double quicked \ they called it ; thirty 
miles a day. 1888 Century Mag. XXXV. 962 Berry double- 
quicked his men to the point, but was too late. 

Boubler 1 (d»*bbi). Now only dial. Forms: 
4-5 doblerfe, dobeler(e, du.b(b)lar, 5 dobbler, 
dowbler, Sc. dibler, 5- doubler, dubler, (9 
dial, dibbler). [a. AF. dobler, dubler, « OF. 
doblier , doublier a kind of dish, also, a liquid 
measure, napkin, towel, bag, satchel L. duplari - 
um liquid measure, bag, purse, f. duplus Double : 
see -ABIUM.J A large plate or dish. 

- *3. . E. E. A Hit P . B. 1146 A bassyn, a bolle. .A dysche 
ober a dobler. CX410 Love Bonavent. Mirr. xxxix. 79 
(Gibbs MS.) He j?at wyth me puttej> hys honde in to pe 
dych or dobler. 14 ... Laws of Four Burghs exxv. § 3 
0 am.) The heir sail haue . . ane dish, ane dibler, ane charger, 
ane cuippie. 156a Wills & Inv. N. C. (Surtees 1835)198, 
ij brasse potts, iiij puder du biers. 1674-91 Ray N. C. Words 
134 A Dubler* or Doubler, a Platter or Dish. Vox per 
magnam Angliae partem diffusa. 1855 Robinson Whitby 
Gloss., Dubbler, a deep earthen dish or platter. 

Doubler 2 (d»* 61 oj). Forms : see Double a. 
[f. Double v. + -ml; cf. F. doubleur, prob. the 
immediate source of the technical sense 3 a.] 

1 . One who, or that which, makes double. 

*55 * Huloet, Dowbler, duplicator. 1557 In Tottelts 
Wise. (Arb.) 257 The doubler of thy gaine. *589 Putten- 
ham Eng. Poesie m. xix. (Arb.) 21^ One sorte of repetition, 
which we call the doubler, .a speedie iteration of one word, 
but with some little intermission. 1869 Reed Skip-build. L 
7 Plates, which, .served as doublers to the main flat keel. 

f 2 . A double-dealer : cf. Double v. it. Obs. 

. T 5S3 Grimalde Cicero's Offices (1556) 130 Gylefull, craftie, 
foxlike, and a verie dubbler. 

3 . Technical senses, a. A person employed in 
doubling (see Double v. 7) ; also, a machine for 
doubling cotton or silk. 


1662 Act 14 Ckas. II, c. 15 § 6 Silk- winder and Doubler. 
1723 Loud. Gas. No. 6187/4 Elizabeth Faulkner .. Silk- 
Doubler. Ibid. No. 6189/4 Katharine Jackson .. Worsted- 
Doubler. 1879 J. Robertson in Cassells Teckn. Educ. IV. 
209/1 Carding engines, lap-machines or doublers, 
b. Electr . An apparatus : see quot. 1788. 

*788 Phil. Trans. LXX VIII. 8 It is Mr. Rennet's doubler 
that was intended., to multiply, by repeated doubling, a 
small, and otherwise unperceivable, quantity of electricity, 
till it became sufficient to affect an electrometer, to give 
sparks, etc. 1794 Read Ibid. LXXXI V. 266 When I employ 
the doubler to investigate atmospheric electricity. 1881 
Maxwell Electr. <$• Magn , 1. 294 By means of the revolving 
doubler. .Volta succeeded in developing, .an electrification 
capable of affecting his electrometer. 

e. Calico-printing. * A blanket or felt placed 
between the cloth to be printed and the printing- 
table or cylinder' (Knight Diet. Mec/i.). 

d. Distilling. A part or appendage of a still, 
for intercepting and returning the less volatile 
vapours to be re-distilled. 

4 . slang. A blow that 1 doubles up ’ a person. 

1811 Morn. Herald 10 Oct. 1812 Sporting Mag. XXXIX. 
187 Penton was. .grounded by a doubler on the left side. 

Double-reef, v. Chiefly in pa. pple. double- 
reefed (also 8 -rift), trans . To reduce the 
spread of (a sail) by taking in two reefs. Hence 
Double-reef sb., e g, * in double-reefs of the top- 
sails ’ with the topsails double-reefed. 

1703 Dampier Voy. III. iii. 133 It would blow.. so that we 
could scarce carry our Top-sails double rift. 1726 Shei> 
vocke Voy. round World (1757) 4 At noon we set the main- 
sail double-reefed. 1833 Marry at P. Simple xv, We were 
obliged to double-reef the topsails. . and the weather looked 
very threatening. 1857 in Merc. Mar. Mag. (1858) V. 8 
At daylight, in double-reefs of the top-sails. 

Double-ruff, a game at cards : see Ruff. 
Doubles©© : see Doublejee. 

Bouble-siiot, v, trans. To load (a cannon) 
with a double quantity of shot. Aho fig. 

1824 Scorr Redgatmtlet ch. iii, A pair of buffers . .they are 
double-shotted. 1830 Marry at King's Own xvi, The 
enemy .. poured in a double-shotted .. broadside. 1853 
Trench Proverbs iii. 49 [Proverbs] so rich in humour, so 
double-shotted with homely sense. 1859 F. A. Griffiths 
Artil. Man . (1862) 60 Double shot the gun. 

Doublet (dfl'blet). Forms : 4-7 dublettfe, 
4-8 dublet, (5 doubelet, -led, dobbelet, do- 
bel(l)ett(e, dobelat, doplyt\ 5-6 doblet, -ett(e, 
doublette, dow-, (6 Sc. dowblafc, dwiplat), 
6-7 doublett, dowble t, 4- doublet, [a. F. 
doublet (12th c. in Hatz.-Darm.) something folded, 
a furred coat, etc., f. dotible + dim. suffix -et.] 

1. A close-fitting body-garment, with or without 
sleeves, worn by men from the 14th to the 18th 
centuries. (Rarely applied to a similar garment 
worn by women.) Obs. exc. Hist. 

(The doublet had many changes of fashion, being at one 
time with, at another without, short skirts. In its various 
sleeved and sleeveless forms, it was the prototype of the 
modern coat, jacket, and waistcoat.) 

1326 Wardr. Acc. Edw. //, 26/3 Unus doublet pro corpore 
Regis. 13 .. Gaw. <$* Gr. Knt. 571 Dubbed in a dublet of 
a dere tars. 1489 Caxton Faytes of A. n, xiii. 115 They 
hadd couertly vndre theyr lytel doublettes rasers. 1548 
Hall Citron Hen. VI (an. 15) 135 That it was ynough for 
a woman, to judge the difference betwene the shurte and 
the dublet of her husbande. *627 Drayton Agincourt, etc. 
1 58 Dublet, and Cloke, with Plush and Veluet linde. X740 
Gray Let Poems (1775) 83 We should have taken it for a 
red sattin doublet. 1835 Ure Philos. Manuf 133 George 
Fox.. travelled as a missionary .. buttoned up in a leathern 
doublet with sleeves. 

b. phr. Doublet and hose ; esp. as the typical 
masculine attire ; also, as a sort of undress, or 
dress for active pursuits, implying absence of the 
cloak worn for warmth and protection, or of the 
gown, coat, or cassock befitting age or dignity. 

1598 Shaks. Merry W. in. i. 46 And youthful still, in your 
doublet and hose, this raw-rumaticke day? x6oo — A. V. L. 
II. iv. 6 Doublet and hose ought to show it selfe coragious 
to pettycoate. 1603-4 Oonst. 4 Canons Eccl. § 74 That in 
public they go not in their Doublet and Hose, without 
Coats or Cassocks, a 1654 Selden Table-T. (Arb.) 38 One 
man can go in Doublet and Hose, when another Man can- 
not be without a Cloak, 1858 Longf. M. Standish t. 3 
Clad in doublet and hose, and boots of Cordovan leather. 

fc. Doublet of defence (or fence)', a body- 
armour composed of metal plates covered with 
cloth or leather ; — Brigandine. Obs. 

1418 E. E. Wills (1882) 37 A Doubeled of defence couered 
with red Le]>er. X463 Mann. $ Housek . Exp. (1841) 158 
Ffusten . . ffor to make doblettys off fence. 1488 Will of 
Sharrteboume (Somerset Ho.), Doblette of fence. 1885 
Fairholfs Costume in Eng. (ed. 3/ Gloss. s.v. Brigan- 
dine. 

t d. Iron or stone doublet : a prison. Obs. slang, 
1698 Fryer Acc. E. Ind . $ P. 318 We say metaphorically, 
when any is in Prison, He has a Stone Doublet on. a 1700 
B. E. Diet. Cant Crew , Iron-doublet, a Prison. C1720 
Lett. fr. Mist's Jrnl. (1722) I. 227 He that will not pay 
his Debts when a few good Words will ballancehis Accounts 
with, his Creditor, deserves to wear a Stone Doublet all his 
Life-time. 

2 . One of two things precisely alike or in some 
way identical : one of a pair or couple ; a duplicate 
copy; pi. twins, spec. b. Philol. One of two words 
(in the same language) representing the same ulti- 


mate word but differentiated in form, as cloak and 
dock, fashion and faction . c. Printing . A word 
or phrase set up a second time by mistake —D ouble 
sb. 3 h (Webster, 1864). 

[1549 Latimer 4 th Semi. bef. Edw. VI (Arb.) 107 For as 
good preachers be worthy double honour : so vnpreaching 
prelates be worthy double dishonoure They rauste be at 
theyr doublets.] 1553 T. Wilson Rhet (1580) 203 Doublettes, 
is when we rehearse one and the same worde twise together. 
Ah wretche, wretche, that I am. 1681 Grew Museum (J ), 
Those doublets on the side of his tail seem to add strength 
to the muscles which move the tail-fins. *869 Contentp. 
Rev. X. 160 Doublets, i.e. double and divergent derivations 
from a common root, as, for example, raison and ration. 
x88r Skeat Etymot. Diet 175 Thus dole is a doublet of 
deal. 1885 Atkemeum 9 May 594 [In] Hebrew grammar., 
there is a special dual form to express doublets. 

3 . Gaming, (pi.) a. The same number turning 
up on both the dice at a throw. 

c 1450 Chester PI. (Shaks. Soc.) II. 56 Nowe will I begyn 
For to caste . . Take heare, I dare laye, Are dublettes, in 
good faye. a 1680 Butler Rem. (1759) N. 270 He. .seldom 
fails to throw doublets. 1855 E. Smedley Occult Sc. 246 
Doublets must occasionally turn up if we are always casting 
the dice. 

f b. An old game at tables or backgammon. 

x6u Cotgr., Renetie , a game at Tables of some resem- 
blance with our Doublets, or Queenes Game, 1628 Earle 
Microcosm. (Arb.) 71 At tables he reaches not beyond doub- 
lets. *684 Otway A theist v. i. Wks, 1728 II. 85 Farewel. . 
Seven and Eleven, Sink-Tray and the Doublets.^ 

4 . A pair or couple, spec. a. Sporting. Two 
birds killed at once with a double-barrelled gun. 

1816 Col. Hawker Diary (1893) I. 146, I had eight 
doublets and bagged both my birds every time. 1837 Ibid , 
II. 129 Five glorious doublets. 

b. A combination of two simple lenses. . 

1831 Brewster Optics xli. 342 Dr. Wollaston’s microscopic 
doublet . . consists of two plano-convex lenses. 1844 A. Gray 
Lett (1893) 325, 1 can . . see the pollen-tubes with even my 
three-line doublet 1 1874 Knight Diet. Meek, s.v., Sir John 
Herschel’s doublet consists of a double convex lens, .and of 
a plano-concave lens. . It is intended for a simple microscope. 
zS8o Nature XXI. 41 1 The object glasses ..are doublets 
with a positive lens of quartz and a negative of Iceland 
spar. 

5 . A counterfeit jewel composed of two pieces of 
crystal or glass cemented together with a layer of 
colour between them, or of a thin slice of a gem 
cemented on a piece of glass or inferior stone. 

1449 Churchw. Acc. St. George, Stamford (Nichols 1797) 
133 A gret croun . . garnished with stones clepyd dublets. 
c 1530 Pol. Rel. # L. Poems (r866) 45 Doblettes of glasse 
yeue a gret euidence, Thyng countirfet wyl faile at assay. 
2649 Lovelace Poems Ded., Take my Garnet-Dublet Name. 
*758 Monthly Rev. 348 Various methods of counterfeiting 
gems . . by coloured glass, pastes, doublets. 1887 Pall Mall 
G. 28 Sept. 3/1 ‘Doublets’ as they are called., are topazes 
having a thin slice of diamond laid on the visible surface . . 
the composite stone being sold as a diamond. 

0 . Her. 

1830 Robson Brit. Herald III. Gloss., Traverse or 
Doublet, is a bearing .. resembling the cheveron, which 
issues from two angles of one side of the escutcheon, and 
meets in a point about the middle of the other side ; but 
without touching the line of the shield with its point. 

7 . Billiards . (See quot.) 

1856 Crawley Billiards (1859) 18 The Doublet . . is pro- 
duced by striking your ownjor the object ball against one of 
the cushions, so as to make it rebound to an opposite pocket 
or ball. 

8. attrib. and Comb, (sense 1). 

15x3 More Rich. Ill { 1883) 47 He plucked vp hys doublet 
sleue to his elbow. 1523 Ld. Berners Froiss. I. ccclxxxiv, 
A dowblette maker of London. 1675 J. Pynchon in Mather 
K. Philip's War (1862) 245, I pray you send down by the 
post my doublet coat. 

Hence Dotrbleted a., clad in a doublet ; f Doxr- 
Meting sb., ? stuff for doublets (cf. trousering). 

*573 Act Gen. Assembly in Henderson Old World 
Scotland (1893) 163 All Kinde of gowning, cutting, doublet- 
ting, or breekes of Velvet. 1858 Hawthorne Ancestral 
Footsteps (1883) 405 Doubletted and beruffled knightly 
shades of Queen Elizabeth's rime. 

Dottble-tho'Xig, v. trans. To strike with the 
doubled thong of a whip. HenceDonMe-tho’iiger, 
a stroke thus given (colloq.). 

1856 Whyte Melville Kate Cov. xix, Double-thonging 
the off wheeler most unmercifully, 1890 Boldrewood 
Colonial Ref. (1891) 187 With a shout, a double-thonger, 
half a dozen wild plunges .. the team settled down . . to 
something like racing speed. 

t Double-tongue. Obs. 

1 . Duplicity or deceitfulness of speech. (Properly 
two words, double tongue : see Double a. 5.) 

c 1386 Chaucer Pars. T. p 570 J>e sinne of double tonge 
suche as speken faire biforn folk and. wfldkedly bibynde. 
14.. [see Double a. 5J. 

2 . Herb. The shrub JRuscus Hypoglossum ; so 
called from the leaves springing from the middle 
6f the leaf-like stalks or phyllodes. 

1578 Lyte Dodoens vi. xih. 674 Double tongue hath . . 
thicke brownish Ieaues. .vppon the whiche there groweth 
in the midle of euery leafe another smal leafe fashioned like 
a tongue. *60* Holland Pliny II. 284 marg^ Bislingua. 
Horse-tongue, or Double-tongue. 

Double-tongue, v . : see Tongue. 
Double-tongued (-toqd), a. [cf. Double a. 

5.] Speaking contrary or inconsistent things; 
deceitful or insincere in speech. 

- 1382 Wyclif 1 Tim. iii. 8 It byhoueth dekenes for to be 


DOUBLING. 


DOUBT. 


chast, not dowble tungid, 1483 Calk. Angl. 110/2 Dubylle- 
tonged, ambiloquus . . bilinguis. 1533 Gau Richt Vay 
37 Thay that ar doubel tungit the quhilk sais ane thing 
now, and sine ane Oder thing. 1720 De Foe Copt. Singleton 
xvi, Thou art but a double-tongued Christian, I doubt. 1849 
Grote Greece 11, Ixviii. (1862J VI. 114 ‘ The double-tongued 
and all-objecting Zeno.’ 

Doubling (djtrbliq), vbl. sb, [-ingL] The 
action of the verb Double, or its result. 

1 . Twofold increase, multiplication by two, dupli- 
cation ; f repetition (obs.), 

1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R . ix. xxiii. (1495) 361 
Reflexion and reboundynge and dowblynge of the sonne 
bemes. 1570 Dee Math. Pref. 29 A Meehan icall Dubblyng 
of the Cube. 1603 Knolles Hist. Turks (1638) 221 To 
the doubling of his griefe. 1856 Emerson Eng. Traits , 
Ability Whs. (Bohn) II. 44 The rapid doubling of the popu- 
lation. 

b. Brewing and Distilling. (See quots.) 

1743 Lond. fr Country Brew. iv. 266 They, .use their next 
small Wort instead of the first Water for brewing Ale or 
more Strong Beer from fresh Malt, which they call 
Doubling. 1874 Knight Diet. Meek., Doubling. 1. The 
second distillation of low wines. 

2 . concr. The lining of a garment ; esp. in 
Heraldry. 

1572 Bossewell Armorie 11. 79 b, In Armes it is called 
Ermyne..In Mantles (as M. G. Leyghe sayeth) they are 
called .doblinges/ 16x0 Guillim Heraldry 1. iv. (x6n) 12 
Doublings or linings of roabes. 1708 J. Chamberlayne St. 
Gt. Brit. 1. m. iii, A Viscount’s mantle hath two doublings 
and a half of plain white fur. 1809 J* Home in Naval 
Chron. XXIV. 193 A mantling gules, the doubling argent. 

3 . Naut. a. A piece of timber fitted on to the 
bitts ; fir-lining, b. The covering or lining of a 
ship with an extra layer of planking; the extra layer 
itself, e. The double-seamed border or edging of 
a sail. d. pi. That part of a mast between the 
trestletrees and the cap. 

1769 Falconer Diet. Marine (tyBg\ Coussin de bittes, the 
fir-lining or doubling of the bits. 1835 Sir J. Ross Narr. 
2nd Voy. ii. xi Such effects are vei*y apt to follow the 
doubling of vessels. 1883 Harper's Mag. Aug. 450/1 The 
lower part of the luff.. laced, .to the doublings of the mast. 

4 . Building. (See quots.) 

1842-76 Gwilt Encycl. Archit. Gloss., Doubling, a term 
used in Scotland to denote eaves’ boards. >874 Knight 
Diet. Meek Doubling . . 2. The double course of shingles 
or slates at the eave of a house. 

5 . The folding of any substance ; a fold, 

1634 Peacham Gentl. Exerc. 1. xiii. 43 Giving to every 
fold his proper natural! doubling. 1665 Hooke Microgr. 
141 A kind of hem or doubling of the leaf. 1703 Mqxon 
Meek Exerc. 9 When you double up your Iron.. to make it 
thick enough, .and.. work in the doubling into one another, 
and make it . . one . . lump, 1855 Bain Senses 4* Jut. 11. ii, 
1 11 The structure is so arranged by ramifications and doub- 
lings as to present a very extensive surface to the air. 

6. A sudden turn in running ; Jig. an evasion, 
a shift ; deceitful or tricky action, double dealing. 

1573 G. Harvey Letter-bk. (Camden) 26 Your wurship 
mai the better conceive there hole dealing and dubling with 
me. i6ix Speed Hist. Gt Brit. ix. xii. (1632) 715 Pestred 
with the doublings of Lawyers. 1674 N. Cox Gentl. Recreat. 
1.(1677) 92 When Hounds hunt a Female-Hare, she will use 
more Crossing and Doubling. 1750 Johnson Rambler 
No. 31 T* 8 Mean doublings to escape the pursuit of 
criticism. 1855 Macaulay Hist. Eng. IV. 189 To trace all 
the turns and doublings of his course .. would be wearisome. 

7 . attrib. (various technical senses : see the vb.). 
1769 Falconer Diet. Marine (1789), Clous des sdbords , 

doubling-nails, to line the gun-ports. 1774 Hull Dock Act 
25 Doubling planks that may be wrought upon the sides. 
1875 lire's Diet. Arts III. 793 (Silk Manuf.^The motions 
are given to the doubling-machine in a very simple way. 

Dotrbling, ppl. a. [f. as prec. + -ing ^.] That 
doubles, in various senses. 

1 . Making, or becoming, twice as much ; in- 
creasing twofold ; repeating, resounding, echoing ; 
f stammering (quot. 1621). 

1598 Sylvester Du Bartas n. i. iv. Handy-crafts (1621) 
228 He makes the trampled ground . . shake with doubling 
sound. 1621 Quarles Argalus 4 P. (1678) 23 Tears, .whose 
violence deny'd Th’ intended passage of her doubling 
tongue. 1674 N. Cox Gentl. Recreat. 1. (1677) 13 Heads 
having doubling Croches, are called. Forked Heads. 1711 
Pope Temp. Fame 333 Thro’ the big dome the doubling 
thunder bounds. 1787 Cavallo in Phil. Trans. LXXVIII. 
14 Experiments made with those doubling or multiplying 
plates. 1801 Young ibid. XCII. 45 Doubling [-double- 
refracting] spars. 

2 . Folding, bending. 

1633 G. Herbert Temple, Longing i, With doubling 
knees and weary bones. 

3 . Turning suddenly in running; fig. evasive. 

158* Mulcaster ^ Positions xxxvii. (1887) 364 Deepe dis- 
sembling and dubling hypocrisie. 1635 Quarles Embl. iv. 
iv. (1718) 201 The hindmost hound oft takes the doubling 
hare. 1735 Somerville Chase 11. 17 With Steps revers’d 
She forms the doubling Maze. 1755 H. Walpole Let. to 
H. S. Cowway 15 Nov., Lord Egmont was doubling, 
absurd, and obscure. , ; 1 

Doubloon (d»bl«*n). Also 7 doblone, dub- 
lion, 8 doublon, doblon. [a. F. doublon , or Sp. 
doblon, augm. of doble Double.] A Spanish gold 
coin, originally double the value of a pistole, i. e. 
= 33 to 36 shillings English; now worth a little 
more than £1. r -b 

1622 Mabbe tr. Aleman's Guzman d'Alf. II. n. viii. 170, 
I gave him sixe Doblones of two. 1719 De Foe Crusoe i. 
xiii, Six doubloons of gold. 1737-51 Chambers Cycl. s.v., 
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There are also double duoloons now current.. for 3 pound 
12 shillings. 1745 P. Thomas Jrnl. Anson's Voy. App. 5 
Dollars 540/. Troy and Double Loons 201. *7^5 Johnson, 
Doublon. 1862 London Rev. 30 Aug. 197 A minute search 
is easily prevented by the influence of doubloons on Spanish 
officials. 

II Donblnre (d&blw-r). [F. doublure lining, f. 
doubler to Double, line.] An ornamental lining, 
usually of leather, on the inside of a book-cover. 

1886 Pall Mall G. 24 Nov. 6/2 With a doublure (this is the 
term applied to the elaborated inside faces of the cover) of 
crimson morocco. 1892 Booksellers Caial . , Bound in 
Brocade of the Eighteenth Century, the cloth cover with 
the Artist’s design in gold used as a doubly re. . 1895 
Zaehnsdorf Sh. Hist. Bookbinding 22 To Badier is assigned 
the first use of doublures u 703). 

Doubly (dzrbli), adv. ff. Double a. + -ly 2.] 

1 . In a double or twofold manner or degree ; in 
two ways, or twice as much. 

C1380 Wyclif Serm. Sel. Wks. I. 386^ Here we synnen 
doubli. ^1450 Mirour Saluacioun 1172 Two tables of the 
commandements dowbly in oure lady sawle ware. 1593 
Shaks. Rich. If, 1. iii. 80 Thy blowes, doubly redoubled. 
1789 Mad. D’Arblay Diary 14 Jan., I was now doubly 
sorry. 1834 Mrs.. Somerville Connex. Phys. Sc. xxv. 
250 Doubly refracting substances. 

2 . With duplicity, deceitfully. ? Obs. 

CX430 Pilgr. Lyf Manhode in. xxvi. (1869V 150 False 
mesures she vseth doubleliche. cx 585 R. Browne Answ. 
Cartwright 2 Let him not deale doubly with vs. 1624 Gee 
Foot out of Snare 77 Hee had no reason to speak doublely. 
1748 Richardson Clarissa <1811) III. xxxi. 186 They lay a 
man under a necessity to deal doubly with them ! 

Doubt (daut), sb. 1 Forms : 3-4 dut(e, (4 dots), 
3-6 doute, (4-6 dowt(e, dou3t(e, dought(e, 
dowght), 4-7 dout, 5- doubt, (5-6 doubte, 6 
dubte, dowbt). [ME. a. OF. dute, dote, doute , 
vbl. sb. f. dottier to Doubt. The spelling double, 
doughty arose from the spoken identity, which per 
contra caused Doughty to be spelt doubty . As to 
the mod. spelling with b, see Doubt v.] 

1 . The (subjective) state of uncertainty with 
regard to the truth or reality of anything ; un- 
decidedness of belief or opinion. With pi . : A 
feeling of uncertainty as to something. 

a 1225 Leg. Hath. 2463 Ne beo J?u na Jnng 0 dute Of al 
bet tu ibeden hauest. ^ 1300 Beket 375 Thanne was the 
Bischop in gret doute what were therof to done, c 1400 
Maundev. (Roxb.) xiii. 57 pou man of Util faith, whi had 
J?ou doute ? 1483 Cath. Angl. 105/2 A Dowte, ambiguitas, 
dubietasy dubiiacio , dubium. 1559 W. Cunningham Cos- 
niogr. Glasse 17 Y our wordes bnnge me in a doubt, 1576 
Fleming Panopl. Epist. 17 You ought not to stand in 
doubt. 1585 Q. Eliz. in Four C. Eng. Lett . 29 , 1 write 
not this, my deare brother, for dout. 1606 Shaks. Tr. %■ 
Cr. n. ii. 16 Modest Doubt is cal'd The Beacon of the wise. 
1708 STANHOPE/’^m^/ir. (1709 IV. 67 To remove all Remains 
of Unbelief and Doubt. 1779 Cowper Hymn, * When 
darkness long ’ i, The folly of my doubts and fears. 1850 
Tennyson In Mem . xevi, There lives more faith in honest 
doubt, Believe me, than m half the creeds. 

b. The condition of being (objectively) un- 
certain ; a state of affairs such as to give occasion 
for hesitation or uncertainty. 

a 1300 Cursor M. 22612 (GQtt.) Saint paul it sais, it es na 
dute. 1575 Barbour Bruce xi v. 207 Quhill eftir myd-morne, 
the fichting Lestit, in-till sic ane dout. 1678 Dryden A ll 
for Love iv. i. (Seager) Like A polished glass held to the 
lips, when life ’s In doubt. 1818 Jas. Mill Brit. India II. 
v. vi. 556 It.. brought in doubt the sincerity of the former 
professions. 1892 Sir A. Kf.kewich in Law Times Rep. 
LXVII. 1 40/1 In a case of this kind I think I ought to give 
the defendant the benefit of the doubt, 
t 2 . A matter or point involved in uncertainty ; 
a doubtful question ; a difficulty. Obs. 

c 1374 ^ Chaucer Booth. iv. pr. vi. 134 Whan oon doute is 
determined and kut awey per wexen oper doutes wipouten 
noumbre. 1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. xvi. xlvii. (1495) 
569 No man shal wene that it is doubt or fals that god hath 
sette vertue in precyous stones. 1581 Pettie Guazzo's 
Civ. Conv. 1. (1586) 41 b. Who will, .now and then propose 
such doubtfull doubtes. 1693 Col. Rec. Pennsylv. I. 420 
You doe Likewise alledge that the greatest bodie of Laws 
were transmitted.. by Mr. penn, which is a doubt. 

*t* 3 . Apprehension, dread, fear. Obs. 
a 1225 Juliana 28 For dute of deaSe. 1297 R. Glouc. 
(1724) 89 He nadde of no prince in be world doute. CX386 
Chaucer Pars. T. i» 949 Oonly for the doute of Ihesu 
Crist. 141* Rolls of Parlt. III. 650/2, I havyng doute of 
harme of my body , .dyd assemble these persones. 1 1489 
Caxton Sonnes of A ymon iii. 81 For doubte to be blamed 
he spored his horse, a 1533 Ld. Berners Huott xcv, 311 
They dare not, for dought of Kyng Charlemayne. 1659 
D. Pell Impr. of Sea 51 1 Being in many fears and doubts 
of starving. 

t b. A thing to be dreaded ; danger, risk. Obs. 
13.. CoerdeL. 2922 It is gret doute he schal us wynne ! 
c 1400 Lcmfranc's Cirurg. 134 If J?at ilke remile peerse J>e 
brayn panne j>er is a greet doute in J?e caas. 1596 Spenser 
F. Q.v. xi. 47 How ever strong and stout They were, as well 
approv'd in many a doubt. 

4 . Phrases: a. To make doubt ; f (a) to hesi- 
tate, to scruple (obsl) ; (p) to doubt, to be un- 
certain. b. No doubt : undoubtedly, doubtless. 
+ C, Out of doubt : without doubt, doubtless (obs.). 
d. Without doubt : (a) certainly, undoubtedly ; 
i* (b) without fear, fearlessly (obs.). 

a. 1586 T. B. La Primaud . Fr. Acad. 1. (1589) 185 
Boleslaus the seconde. .made no doubt to take women by 
violence from their husbands. 1709 Strype Ann. Ref. I. 
xxii. 264 , 1 make some doubt, whether the. .Proclamation. . 


were ever printed. 1875 Jowett Plato fed, 2) I. 320, I make 
no doubt that you will prove the truth of your words. 

b. C1380 Wyclif Whs. (1880) 378 And no dowte.. 
siluestre. .schulde haue synned more greuously }>an giezi 
did. 1576 Fleming Panopl. Epist.. 86 Your mother, a notable 
Gentlewoman (no dout). 1745 P. Thomas Jrnl. Anson's 
Voy. 65 It was done, .to the entire Satisfaction of five or six 
(no doubt) very disinterested Officers. 1885 Manch. Exam . 
25 Feb. 5/1 No doubt it was adroit, but the adroitness was 
of a vulgar kind. 

G. c 1340 Cursor M. 2276 (Trin.) pat story telleh out of 
doute. 1459 Fasten Lett . No. 323 I. 436 As I schal owt of 
dowght her after doo. 1577 St. Aug. Manual (Longm.) 
in Out of all doubt.. their whole soule shall not suffise to 
reioise to the full. 1656 Cromwell Sp. 17 Sept., Whose 
ends have, out of doubt, been what I told you. 

d. a 1300 Cursor M. 2053 (Cott.) Cham wit-outen dout 
Sal be his brothers vnderlote. Ibid . 6557 (Cott.) Cums 
again, wit-vten dute. c 1410 Sir C leges 44 Rech and pore.. 
Schulde be there wythoutton dought. 155 6 Aurelio $ Isab, 
(1608) D ij, Withouten doute I sholde merite to lease yow. 
1674 tr. Scheffer's Lapland 64 This Henricus . . was without 
doubt, .the head of the Birkali. 1895 F. Hall 7 'wo Triples 
vii, Without doubt, in the judgment of many . . he has done so. 

5 . Comb . 

1649 G. Daniel Trinarch., Hen, V , cxliv, His doubt* 
Sprung Pietie has yet a farther Quest, a 1656 Bp. Hall 
| Rem. Whs. (1660) 393 Against these doubt-mongers. 1895 
Tablet 7 Dec. 901 The doubt-excluding certainty required. 

*1" Doubt, sb . 2 Obs. rare ~~V A redoubt. 

c 1611 Chapman Iliad xn. 286 This doubt downe, that now 
betwixt us stands. 

Doubt (daut), v. Forms: see Doubt yA* Pa. t. 
and pple, doubted (also 4 dutte, 4-5 dut(e, 

5 doute, (dougbt), pa. pple. 4-5 ydouted). [ME. 
dute riy douten , a. OF. duter, doter, douter , (14- 
16th c, also doubter) L. dubitdre to waver in 
opinion, hesitate, related to dubius wavering to 
and fro, Dubious. The normal 14th c. forms in 
Fr. and Eng. were dottier, doute \ the influence of 
Latin caused these to be artificially spelt doubt 
which in 17th c. was again abandoned in Fr., but 
retained in Eng. 

Branch II ‘to fear, to be in fear’, a development of the 
verb in OF., was an early and very prominent sense of the 
vb. and its derivatives in ME. cf. also Redoubt, etc.] 

I. 1 . intr. To be in doubt or uncertainty ; to 
be wavering or undecided in opinion or belief. 
Const, of (+<//, fw). 

a 1300 Cursor M. 21090 (Edin.) [Thomas Didymus] 
lange he dutid in pe richte. c 1325 Metr. Horn. 100 Of his 
birth douted thai noht. 1382 Wyclif Luke ix. 8 He doutide, 
for that it was seid of sum men, for Joon roos a3en fro deede 
men. 1523 Ld. Berners Froiss. I. clxxxi. 216 There was 
none that ought to dout in hym. 1539 Bible (Great) 
Matt, xxviii. 17 But some douted. 1548 Cranmer Conf. 
Unwrit, Verities in Strype EccL Mem. II. App. AA. 97 
The Chyrche wytnesseth them to be true..wherfore it is 
not lawful to doubt at them, a 1633 Austin Medit. (1635) 
178 Hee that never doubted, scarce ever well-beleeved, 
1768 Beattie Minstr. 1. xlvii, But let us hope ; to doubt is 
to rebel. 1874 Green Short Hist. viii. § 6. 519 Who never 
doubted of the final triumph of freedom and the law. 

2 . trans. To be uncertain or divided in opinion 
about ; to hesitate to believe or trust ; to feel doubt 
about ; to call in question ; to mistrust. 

c 1340 Cursor M. 22811 (Trin.) Who so douteb pis, is 
childe pe more. 1494 Fabyan Chron. II. ccxli. (R.), The 
lady who douted those wordes. 1513 More in Grafton 
Chron. II. 828 Diverse of his housholde servaunts, whome 
either he suspected, or doubted. 1598 Shaks. Merry W. v. 
v. 183 Doctors doubt that. 1680 Dryden Ovids Ep., 
Helen to Paris (R ), He . . The beauty doubted, but believ’d 
the wife. 1780 Harris Philol. Enq. Wks. (1841)^461 Because 
Socrates doubted some things, therefore Arcesilas and Car- 
neades doubted all. 1797 Mrs. Radcliffe Italian ii. My 
lord, you have never yet doubted my word. 1856 Emerson 
Eng. Traits , Char. Wks. (Bohn) II. 58 They doubt a man's 
sound judgment if he does not eat with appetite. 

b. with clause, introduced by whether , if, that. 
(Often with but , but that, when the main clause is 
negative or interrogative ; see But conj. 21.) 
T Also formerly with inf. 

1303 Brunne Handl. Synne 857 Hys dyscyplys doutede 
echoun Whejjer he shulde ryse or noum 1340 Hampole Pr. 
Consc. 2965 J?e saule. . J>at doutes whethir he sal be dampned 
or save. 1513 More m Grafton Chron. (1568) II. 824 Not 
doubtyng but that, .he should finde him faythfull. 1586 A 
Day Eng. Sec. 1. (1625) 130 Doubting how to have recom- 
pence.^ 1664 Butler Hud. n. iii. 1029, 1 do not doubt To 
find friends that will hear me out. 1711 Steele Sped. No. 

6 TP 4 , 1 do not doubt but England is at present as polite 
a Nation as any in the World. 1817 W. Selwyn Law 
Nisi Prhts (ed. 4) II, 1059 It never was doubted, but that 
one partner might bind the rest. 1858 Hawthorne P'r. 

It. frtils. (1872) I. 9, I doubt whether English cookery is 
not better. 1871 B, Taylor Faust (1875) II. Pref. 5 
Schiller doubted that a poetic measure could be formed 
capable of holding Goethe’s plan. xBgx Law Times XCII. 
167/1 The master doubted if all remedies were not barred 
by the lapse of time. 

f 3 . To hesitate, scruple, delay: with infinitive . 

1483 Cath. Angl. 105/2 To Dowte; cunctari . . kerere y 
hesare. 1549-62 Sternhold & H. Ps. I, 3 Our God shall 
come in hast, to speake he shall not doubt. 1576 Fleming 
Panopl. Epist, 7, I dout not to request and earnestly be- 
seeche you, to returne. 1655 Stanley Hist. Philos, ill. 
(1701) 85/2 Plato doubteth not to write in this manner, 
1743 Fielding Journ. 1. ii, Mr. Locke hath not doubted to 
assert, that you may see a spirit in open daylight. 

4 . impers. To cause to doubt, make doubtful. 
18.. Whittier Pr. Wks. (1889) II. 20 This, he says, some-; 
what doubted him at first, as the book was not canonical. 
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DOUBTLESS, 


11 5. tram. To dreacl, fear, be afraid of. f a. 
with simple object. Obs. 

a 1225 Ancr. R. 244 deouel of helle duteS ham swuSe. 
1397 R. Glouc. (1724) 276 Edmond, .doutede God ^oru alle 
thyng. a *300 Cursor M. 12571 (Cott) j?ai him luued and 
doted ai. c 1400 Destr. Troy 13834 My die dut he his 
dreme, & dred hym perfore. a 1450 Knt. de la Tour 
xxxiv. 48 Ye shulde love and doute your husbonde. 1523 
Ld. Berners Froiss. I. xxix, 43 He made many to be 
slayne, wherby he was so doughted. c 1630 Risdon Sure. 
Devon § 329 (1810) 339 St. Ann's Chapel is . . very near the 
sea, yet doubts not drowning. 1664 Flodden F. v. 46 No 
English-man Scots more did doubt. 

b. With infinitive phrase or objective clause: 
To fear, be afraid (that something uncertain will 
take or has taken place), arch, and dial. 

a 1300 Cursor M. 10869 (Cott.) pis leuedi nathing doted 
sco pat godd ne moght his will do. Ibid. 15171 (Cott.) pe 
fleche was dutand for to del £1450 Merlin 6 He dought 
that he myght not Wynne hem. 1568 Grafton Citron. II. 
265 They doubted to fall in their handes. 1583 Holly- 
band Campo di Fior 309, I doubt lest we are gone out of 
the waye. 1665 Pepys Diary (1879) IV. 171 Doubting 
that all will break in pieces in the kingdom. 1712 
W. Rogers Toy. 237, I doubt not any ones contradicting 
this Journal. 1816 Scott Antiq . vii. But I doubt, I doubt, 

I have been beguiled, 1820 Shelley Let. Pr. Wks. 1888 
II. 321, I doubt that they will not contain the latest and 
most important news. Mod. dial. I doubt we ai*e too late. 
6. In weakened sense (app. influenced by I.) : 

a. To anticipate with apprehension, to apprehend 
(something feared or undesired). 

1509 Barclay Shyp o/Folys (1874) 1 . 190 Ay dowting deth 
by cursed gyle and treason. 1598 Grenewey Tacit uf Ann . 
11. xii, Doubting nothing more then least they should shift 
off the battell for feare. 1703 Rowe Fair Penit.u. ii. 588 
Still I must doubt some Mystery of Mischief. 1810 Scott 
Lady of L. v. xi, Fear nought— nay, that I need not say— 
But— -doubt not aught from mine array. 1838 Prescott 
Ferd. Is u. i. II. 365 They doubted some sinister motive, 
or deeper policy than appeared in the conduct of the French 
king. 

b. To suspect, have suspicions about, arch. 

1586 A. Day Eng. Secretary 1. (1625) 88 Before, .doubting 

the malicious dealings of the adverse parties against me. 
1603 Knolles Hist. Turks (1621) 865 The defendants 
doubting such a matter, by diligent listening. .discovered 
their works. 1875 Howells Foregone Concl. 17 Don Ippo- 
lito, whom he had begun by doubting for a spy, 

c. with infin. phrase or clause: To apprehend; to 
suspect, arch. 

1574 Hyll Conject. Weather ii, The pinne or web is like- 
wise to be doubted to happen in that yeare. 1598 Grenewey 
Tacitus * Ann. 1. iv. (1622) 6 Some perill might ensue, if he 
should doubt that they perceiued nis dissimulation. 1705 
Wesley in Hearne Collect. 28 Sept., My Flax [was] I doubt 
willfully fir’d and burnt. 1879 Trollope Thackeray 148, 
I doubt that Thackeray did not write the Latin epitaph, 
f 7. reft. To fear ; to be afraid. [ - OF. se douter .] 
Cf. Fear v. 3. Obs. ox arch. 

<21300 Cursor M. 6656 (Cott.) His folk..duted }>am to 
cum him nerr. C1330 R. Brunne Chron. (1810) 41 Doute 
|>e of non enmys, hat comes vp on h e - £ 1400 Destr. Troy 
12918 Ho dout hir full deply, for drede of }>e kyng. 1523 
Ld. Berners Froiss. I. ccxviii. 278, 1 doubte me nothynge of 
them. 1607 Shaks. Timon 1. ii. 159 Faith., would not hold 
taking, I doubt me. 1820 Scott Monast, vii, I doubt me 
his wits have gone a bell-wavering by the road, 
t 8. intr. To be in fear; to be afraid of. Obs. 
<21300 Cursor M. 1334 (Gfltt.) He loked. . And sau thinges 
}>at gert him dute. c 1340 Ibid. 21870 (Trin.) Mony mon 
J>erof shai doute. c 1500 Lancelot 1827 It. .makithrealmys 
and puple boith to dout. ^ 1533 Gau Richt Vay (1888) 94 
Help al men quhilk ar vexit in thair hartt doutand for thair 
sinnis. *577-87 Holinshed Chron. II. 19 The French king 
who now began to doubt of the puissance of king William, 
as foreseeing how much it might preiudice him. 

t b. To doubt of : to fear for, be in fear about 
1577 Hanmer Anc. Eccl. Hist. (1619) 38 Euery one 
doubted of his owne life. 

f 9. impers. To make (a person) afraid. To be 
doubted, to be afraid. Obs. 
c 1315 Shoreham 93 Hym ne douteth of no breche Of Godes 
hestes healde. a X400-50 A lexander 3555 (MS. Ashm.) All 
drijtens & dewessis ere dute of my name. 1490 Plumpton 
Corr. 96, I am douted that he vary from his grant, a 16x9 
Fotherby A theom. Pref. (1622) x6 It’s want of reason, or 
it’s reasons want Which doubts the minde, and Judgment so 
doth daunt. <2x625 Fletcher Bonduca 1. ii, The virtues 
of the valiant Caratach, More doubts me than all Britain. 

Doubtable (dairtab’D, a. Forms : see Doubt 
sbX [ME. doutable, a. obs. F. doutable causing 
fear, terrible, having fear, doubtful (Godef.), ad. 
L. dubitabil-is, after douter to Doubt : see -able.] 

1. That may be doubted; doubtful, uncertain, 
questionable, dubitable. 

£ 140 o Rom. Rose 54x3 If thee thynke it is doutable, It is 
thurgh argument provable. <7x400 Maundev. (1839) xvi. 
m To have Juggement of doutable Causes. 1483 Caxton 
Gold. Leg. 388 b/i Answer not by doubtable wordes. 
1627 Feltham Resolves 11. (1628) 153 'Tisnot doutable, but 
that the mind is working, in the dullest depth of sleep. 
x 885 W. Knight Hume 105 Descartes virtually said, ex- 
haust the sphere of the doubtable, 
t 2. To be dreaded ; redoubtable, dread. Obs. 
£*430 Lydg. Bochas 1. xiv. (1554) 29 b, The mountain, by 
fbree he hath assured, Which for brigantes afore was ful 
doubtable. 1475 Bk. Noblesse (i86o> st Cartage, the vic- 
torioux cite of gret renomme, most doubtable, c 1330 Ld. 
Berners Arth. Lyt. Bryt. (1814) 345 She hathe frendes 
ryghte hye and doubtable, 

t Dou/btance. Obs. [ME. dot-, doutance, a. 
•obs. F. doutance , f. douter to Doubt : see -ance.] 


1. Doubt, uncertainty, hesitation. 

[X292 Britton hi. vi. § 2 Le selgnur . % de ceo soit en 
dotaunce par acun qi se profre pur dreit heir.] c 2323 
Chron. Eng. 497 Thilke he spende sauntfzj dotaunce. 
<7x374 Chaucer Troy Ins iv. 1016 (1044) O ut of doutaunce, 
I may wel maken. .My resonynge. 2483 Caxton Gold. 
Leg. no b/i Herof no man shold haue doubtaunce, 1329 
Lyndesay Complaynt 5, I stand in gret dowtance. 

2. hear, dread. 

13.. Coer de L. 1862 Have ye no doutance Of all these 
English cowards, a 2420 Hoccleve De Reg. Princ. 322 
He that of no thyng hath dotaunce. 2484 Caxton Chivalry 
67 Doubtance affeblysshyth strengthe of courage. 
Doubted (dau ted), ppl. a, [f. Doubt v.] 

+ 1. Feared, dreaded, redoubted. Obs. 
c 1483 Digby Myst. (1882) 11. 15 Most dowtyd man, I am. 
1523 Ld. Berners Froiss I. Ixxvii. 98 The moste douted 
and honoured prince. 1579 Spenser Shepk. Cal. Oct. 41 
Doubted Knights, whose woundlesse armour rusts, 
f 2. Uncertain, doubtful. Obs. 

1563 Foxe A.tf M. 808 a, The say de byshoppe., in hys 
sayde sermon, .handled them in doubted sorte. 

3. Called in question ; questioned, disputed. 

1793 MacKnigiit Apostolic Epistles (1820) IV. 148 The 

doubted epistles were very early known. 

Hence Dou 'btedly adv., in a doubted or doubtful 
manner ; doubtfully : opp. to undoubtedly . 

X584 T. Wilson's Rhet . 108 That nothing be doubtedly 
[ earlier edd. doubtfully] spoken, which maie haue a double 
meanyng. 1635 Pagitt Christianogr. 1. (1646) 130 Those 
that are doubtedly beleevers. 

Dou*bter. [f. as prec. + -erL] One who doubts; 
one who is uncertain or in doubt. 

X603 Florio Montaigne 11, xii. (1632) 294 Some have 
judged Plato a Dogmatist, others a Skeptike or a Doubter. 
1683 Bunyan Holy War xi, Diabolus . . his army consisted 
all of Doubters. Ibid., The third captain was Captain 
Damnation : he was captain over the grace doubters. 2751-73 
Jortin Eccl. Hist. (R.), Obliged to answer doubters and 
cavillers. 1832 Jerdan Autobiog. II. xix. 264 A much 
more respectable doubter of my statements. 

Doubtful (dcurtful), a. [f. Doubt sb. +-tul.] 

1. Of things : Involved in doubt or uncertainty ; 
uncertain, undecided ; indistinct, ambiguous. 

1388 Wyclif Ezek. xii. 24 Nether bifor tellyng of thing 
to comynge schal be douteful. c 1440 Promp . Parv. 129/2 
Dowtefulle, dubius , ambiguus. 15x3 More in Grafton 
Chron. (1568) II. 762 Whereof he wist the ende was 
doubtfull. 1530 Palsgr. 66 Sometyme as masculynes, 
sornetyme as femynines : and therfore I calle theym of the 
doutfull gendre. 1531 T. Wilson Logike (1580) 64 b, 
Deceiptfuu arguments when a doubtfull worde is used. 
1594 Shaks. Rich. Ill , iv. iv. 493 You haue no cause to hold 
my friendship doubtfull. 1669 Gale Crt. Gentiles 1. 1. x. 
56 Whether he were a God or man, is doutful. 1712 Addi- 
son Sped. No. 470 f 1 A doubtful Passage in a Latin Poet. 
1839 Thirlwall Greece VI. 93 It is very doubtful whether 
he saw Aristotle again. 1844-57 G. Bird Urin. Deposits 
(ed. 5) 131 Highly coloured deposits.. of doubtful origin. 

b. Of uncertain issue. 

1562 J. Shute Cambine's Turk. Wars 14 The battayle 
was so doubtefull, that of neyther syde was there seane 
any advantage. 1665 Manley Grotius Low C. Warres 673 
And try the doubtful Chance of War. 1795 .Southey Joan 
of Arc vi. 342 Yet the fight Hung doubtful. 1813 Scott 
Rokeby 1. xix, I watched him through the doubtful Tray, 

c. Of questionable or equivocal character. 

1838 Prescott Ferd. <$• Is. n. xvi. III, 253 She never em- 
ployed doubtful agents or sinister measures. 1884 G. Allen 
Philistia I. 3 A shabby composite tenement in a doubtful 
district of Marylebone. 

d. Pros. Of varying quantity ; that may be 
either long or short. 

1871 Public Sell. Lat . Grant. § 218 Syllables which might 
. .be either long or short, are called Doubtful. 

2. Of persons : Divided or unsettled in opinion ; 
in doubt; undetermined, uncertain, hesitating. 

1509 Fisher E'un. Serrn. C'tess Richmond Wks. (1876) 
292 Doutfull in her mynde, what she were best to do, 
i$z6Pilgr. Perf. (W. de W. 1531)213 b, How good counseyle 
they haue gyuen to the doutfull. 1576 Fleming Panopl. 
Epist. 81 note, He was doubtfull ho we Caesar would take 
his doings. 1724 De Foe Mem. Cavalier (1840) 281 The 
king was doubtful, and could not resolve. 1838 Froude 
Hist. Eng . III. xiii. 122 He was doubtful of the prospects 
of the rebellion, and doubtful of his own conduct. 1875 
Jowrtt Plato (ed. 2) V. 122 He was doubtful . . whether 
the ideal, .state could be realized. 
f 3. To be dreaded or feared ; awful, dread. Obs. 
1397-8 in Gregory's Chron. in Hist. Coll. Citizen Lond, 
(Camden) 98 To oure excellent ryght dowtfulle soverayne. 
Ibid. 99 Youre excellent and doughtfulle ryalle mageste. 
*555-6 in W. H. Turner Select. Rec. Oxford (1880) 240 The 
unfortunate end and doubtful tragedy of T. C. 
f 4. Giving cause for apprehensions. Obs . 
c 1400 Lanfranc's Cirurg. 100 A crampe. .J>at is douteful 
or dredeful to do awey. 15x3 More in Grafton Chron. (1568) 
II, 822 That all thinges doubtfull should of his friendes be 
prudently forseen. 1637 Heywood Royal Ship 22 Worthily 
they have demeaned themselves .. eyther in doubtfull dis- 
coveries, or more dangerous Naumachiesor Sea-fights. X776 
Gibbon Decl. tpF. 1 . 324 The consul, .reported the doubtful 
and dangerous situation of the empire. 

+ 5. Full of fear or apprehension; apprehen- 
sive. Obs. 

1548 Hall Chron,, Edw. IV (an, 14) 233 b, Privilie 
enformed of y® French kinges doubtfull imaginacion. X579 
Spenser Sheph. Cal May 294 Home when the doubtfull 
Damme had her hyde. 1603 Knolles Hist. Turks (1621) 
79 All this great fight the Constantinopolitanes beheld, with 
doubtfull hearts. 1723 De Foe Col. Jack (1840) 156 , 1 am 
doubtful that you may not believe. 179% Burke Corr. 
(1844' III. 253, I hear things which make me doubtful and 
anxious, though not afraid, absolutely. 


6. as sb. A doubtful person or thing. 

1389 Puttenham Eng. Poesie in. xix. ( Arb.) 234 Aporia or 
the Doubtfull. x86x Gen. P. Thompson Audi Alt, III. clxiv. 
183 Whereby union might be effected, .and the mass of 
doubtfuls brought into play. 1892 Pall Mall G. 4 Mar. 

7 ft The issue of the battle might rest with the * doubtfuls V 

Doubtfully, adv. [f. prec. + -ly 2.] In a 
doubtful, uncertain, or ambiguous manner ; hesi- 
tatingly, ambiguously, indistinctly. 

1483 Cdth. Angl. 106/1 Dowtfully, ambtgue. . dubie . 155* 
T. Wilson Logike (1580) 66 b, When sentences bee spoken 
doubtfully, that thei maie be construed two maner of waies. 
2664 Power Exp. Philos. 1. 2 Had our famous Muffet but 
seen them, .he would not have spoke so doubtfully. 1804 
J . Grahame Sabbath x68 The watcher’s ear Caught doubt- 
fully at times the breeze-borne note. 1838 Dickens Nich, 
Nick, xiii, He shook his head doubtfully. 

Doubtfulness, [f. as prec. + -ness.] ^ 

1. The quality of being doubtful : a. Objective un- 
certainty of meaning or issue; ambiguity, obscurity. 

1530 Palsgr. 215/1 Doutfulnesse, ambiguite . 1551 T. 
Wilson Logike (1580) 6s b, Of no one thyng riseth so muche 
controversy, as of the doubtfulnesse, and double takyng of 
a worde. 1640 G. Watts tr. Bacon's Adv. Learn . 11. (R.) 
What are the causes and remedies of the doubtfulness and 
uncertainty of law? X709 Brit. Apollo II. N0.77. 2 /x There 
is no Doubtfulness in the Case. 1885 Law Times 28 Mar. 
387/x The other point was of greater doubtfulness. 

b. Subjective uncertainty ; undecidedness of 
mind ; want of assured opinion ; distrust. 

1526 Pilgr. Perf. (W. de W. 1531) 128 b, Dulnesse of 
spiryte, and doubtfulnesse in conscyence. 1663 Pepys 
Diary 24 Sept., I rather hope it is my doubtfulness of 
myself. 1736 Butler Anal. 11. i. Wks. 1874 T.. 151 The 
doubtfulness of some of the greatest men, concerning things 
of the utmost importance. 1829 Southey Newman vi. The 
purpose, .was entertain'd With doubtfulness and fear, 
t c. Apprehension. Obs. 

1576 Fleming Panopl. Epist. 49 That whiche did not only 
offer unto me occasion of doutfulnesse, but troubled me also 
with much feare. 

f 2. The quality of giving ground for fear. Obs. 
1576 Fleming Panopl. Epist. 267 If the disease have in it 
much difficulty and doubtfulnesse. 1606 G. W[oodcocke] 
tr. Hist. Ivstine 94 a, Troubled with the doubtfulnesse of 
the danger. 

Doubting*, vbl. sb. [f. Doubt v. + -tng 1 .] 
The action of the verb Doubt ; feeling of uncer- 
tainty, hesitation ; f apprehension, fear. 

1375 Barbour Bruce xiv. 230 The gud erll had gret 
dowtyne That of thair men suld dronken be. 1486 Surtees 
Misc . (1890) 57 Have you no drede nor no dowting. 1331 
Frith Jdgm. upon Tracy (1829) 247 There can be no 
doubting or mistrust. <2x628 Preston Effectual Faith 
(1631) 24 We may say of doubting as we say of Thistles, 
they are ill weeds, but the ground is fat and good where 
they grow. 1879 O. W. Holmes Motley xv. 94 The record 
of that minister's unutterable doublings. 

Doubting, ppl. a. [f. as prec. + -ing 2 .] That 
doubts or is in uncertainty ; of undecided opinion ; 
f formerly also apprehensive, fearful. 

c 1423 Wyntoun Cron, ix, v. no Ane. .Sa dowtand wes in 
J>at debate. 17x5 De Foe Fam. Instruct. 1. iii. (1841) I. 63 
However doubting I am of the success. 1850 # Mrs. 
Browning Poet's Vow ir. v, She looked upon him silently 
With her large doubting eyes. 1877 Sparrow Serm . xxii. 
297 Who would send doubting Thomas to proclaim the 
resurrection of Christ? 

Hence Doxrbtingly adv., in a doubting or un- 
certain manner ; hesitatingly ; Dou'btiugfness. 

a 1335 More Wks. 18 (R.) He that asketh doubtingly, 
asketh coldly. # 1653 Baxter Chr. Concord ii. A iv b, They 
must act doubtingly and not in Faith. 1840 Mrs. Trollops 
in New Monthly Mag. LIX. 466 All the humility and self- 
doubtingness. 1842 Pusey Crisis Eng. Ch. 19 Churches . . 
which, at best, own us but doubtingly. 

+ Boubtive, doutif, a. Obs. [a. OF. doutif 
-ive } doubtful: see -ive, and cf. Doubty.] In 
doubt or fear ; doubtful. 

*393 Gower Conf. III. 74 The king was doubtif [v. r. 
doutyf ) of jus dom. 

Doubtless (dau-tles), a. and adv. [f. Doubt 

sb . + -LESS.] 

A. adj. Free from doubt or uncertainty; un- 
doubted, indubitable ; f formerly also, free from 
apprehension, fear, or suspicion. 

c 1440 Promp. Parv. 129/2 Dowteles, indubius, sine dubie. 
*577 Fulke Confut. Purg. 362 This doubtlesse institution. 
*595 Shaks. John iv. i. 130 Pretty childe, sleepe doubtlesse, 
and secure. 1596 — x Hen. IV, in. ii. 20, I am doutlesse 
I can purge My selfe of many I am charg’d withal, a 1603 
T. Cartwright Confut . Rhem. N T, (1618) 172 You have 
put that .. foqa doubtlesse doctrine, which he maketh a 
doubtfull opinion. 1894 P. T. Forsyth in Independent 20 
Dec., It is another and a doubtless thing. 

B. adv. Without doubt or question; unques- 
tionably, undoubtedly, certainly. Now generally 
concessive of something asserted or claimed. 

c 1340 Gaw. $ Gr . Knt , 723 Nade he ben duijty & dryje.. 
Douteles he hade ben ded. c 1386 Chaucer Man of Law's 
T. 128 , 1 wol be cristned doutelees. c *400 Destr, Troy 3477 
Ye dowtles mun degh. 1535 Coverdale Ps. Iviifi]. xi 
Doutles, there is a God that iudgeth the earth. 1591 Shaks. 
x Hen. VI, iv. vii. 44 Doubtlesse he would haue made 
a noble Knight. 1732 Berkeley Alciphr. 1. § x6 Of good 
things, the greater good is most excellent? Doubtless. 
1871 Morley Voltaire ( 1886) 223 He doubtless attacked 
many of the beliefs which good men held sacred, 

b. Often in a weaker sense, implying that the 
speaker sees no reason to doubt the truth of an * 
opinion or presumption uttered ; * No doubt. 


DOUBTLESSLY. 
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DOUGH. 


1664 Butler Hud. ii. iii. x Doubtless the pleasure is as 
great Of being cheated as to cheat. 1728 Young Love 
Fame iii. Wks. (1757) 102 Since his great ancestors in 
Flanders fell, The poem doubtless must be written well. 
1840 Hood tip Rhine Introd. 1 The reader of Robinson 
Grusoe will doubtless remember the flutter of delight [etc.]. 
Hence Doirbtlessness. 

1895 Eclectic Mag. Oct. 565 With equal doubtlessness, 
Bulgaria would owe her national independence to [etc.]. 
DOTrbtlessly, adv. [f. prec. + -LY 2.] Un- 
questionably, certainly, surely ; «* Doubtless adv. 

CX440 Prontp. Parv. 125/2 Dowtelesly, indubie. 1556 
Lauder Tractate 261 Gredie Prencis, dowtleslie, Sail nocht 
faill to end myserablie. 1657 Cokaine Obstinate Lady v, 
vi. Dram. Wks. (1874) 109, I Doubtlessly shall consent to 
thy demand. 1798 Pennant Hindoostan 1 . 203 Doubtlessly 
many more.. have escaped the notice of travellers. 1868 
Rogers Pol. Econ. xxi. (1876) 283 The resources of the 
individual are doubtlessly diminished. 

+ DoirbtOTLS, dotLtous, a. Obs . Forms : 4 
dotus, dofcous(e, dontowse, 4-5 dontotis, 5 
douteouse, do w to us (e, -ows, -eus, dougliteous, 
doubteous, -euous(e, 4-6 doubtous(e, -uous(e. 
[ME. a. OF. dutus , dotus, doutous , mod. F. dou- 
teux, f. doute Doubt sb. : see -ous, and for the 
forms cf. des pilous, piteous. ] 

1 . Doubtful; of uncertain existence, meaning, or 
issue. 

CX330 R. Brunnb Chron. Wace (Rolls) 14298 Merlyn 
seide. \ t Arthures dej> was dotouse. .3yt \>q Bretons, .seyn 
pat he yes in lede. CX380 Wyclif Set. Wks. III. 373 
Counsel in doutouse )ri n g es * 1481 Caxton Tulle on Old 
Age , Dyvinacions to know the doubteuouse thing. 1489 — • 
Fayies of A. I. viii. 21 In the doubtouse happe of bataill. 
1533 More Confut. T ' indale Wks. 457/2 Scripture is., 
doubtuouse and hard to vnderstande. 

2 . Full of uncertainty of mind ; doubting. 

CX374 Chaucer Boetk . 1. pr. i. 5 Of a doutous iugement. 

1483 Caxton Gold, Leg. 227/2 Thenne cam he alle doubtous 
to the yates. 1490 — Eneydos xvi. 66 He abode long in 
this thought doubtouse and varyable. 

8. Fraught with terror ; fearful, dreadful, terrible. 
ax^oo Signs bef. Judgem. 113 in E. E. P. (1862) 10 ]?e 
ei$t dai so is dotus.. ful of tene and angus. ?<r 2400 
Morte Arth. 3968 A dowttouse derfe dede [=death], hou 
duellis to longe ! c 1470 Harding Chron . lxxviii. vi, One 
that should y'* doughteous siege acheue. c 1500 Melusine 
xlv. 318 My departyng fro you is more gryeuous & 
doubtous a thousand tymes to me than to you. 

Hence Doirbtously adv., doubtfully. 
c 1350 WilL Paleme 4338 Doutusli after he stared on his 
stepmoder stifii a while. C1400 L an franc's Cirurg. x 21 
Grettere maistryes..han y-writen dotousliche. 
BoU’Tbtsome, a. Sc. and north, dial. Also 6 
doutsmm. [f. Doubt sb. + -some.] =« Doubtful. 

15x3 Douglas AEneis vi. xi. 91 Thochtful in mynd, ne 
douLsum by na way, 1591 Jas. I in Farr. S. P. fas. I 
(1848) 5 Long doubtsome fight. 1642 Declar. Lords Seer. 
Connc. Scot. 3 His generall and doubtsome faith. 1689 tr. 
Buchanans De Jure Regni apud S colas 35 The hazard of 
a doubtsome Cure. 1847-78 Halliw., Doubtsome , doubtful, 
uncertain. North. [In N. W. Lincolnsh., Lonsdale, Mid- 
Yorksh., Whitby, Northumberland Gloss.]. 

Hence Dou*btsomely adv., doubtfully. 

1533 Bellenden Livy v. (1822) 4x7 Quhat maner of man 
this wes that spak sa doutsumlie. 

t BotrMy, a. Obs . rare. Also 4-5 douti. [a. 
OF. doutif, dot if, nom. sing, and pi. doits; the 
suffix being assimilated to English -y : cf. Corby, 
Tabby, etc.] Doubtful ; dubious; hazardous. 

c 1380 Wyclif Set. Wks. III. 381 In soche douty poyntes. 
1388 — i Kings x. 1 In derk and douti question ns. 1509 
Hawes Past. Pleas. 17 A ful noble story, Of the doubty 
waye to the tower perillous. x6xx Speed Hist. Gt . Brit. 
ix. xxi. (1632) 1014 A doubty kinde of accusation, 1679 
Hist. Jetzer 6 This doubty controversie. 

Hence f Boubtily adv., in doubt, 
x6s4 R* Whitlock Zootomia 551, I lived, .anxiously, dye 
doubt[i]ly, and know not whether I go. 

Doubty, erron. obs. form of Doughty. 

11 Done (d«k). [a. F. done , a. Cochin done , 
dok monkey (Littre).] A species of monkey (Sem- 
nopithecus nemeus) found in Cochin China. 

1774 Goldsm. Nat. Hist . (1776) IV. 235 The last of the 
monkies of the ancient continent, is the Done, so called in 
Cochin-china, of which countryit is a native. 1847 Carpenter 
Zool. § 151 The Douc or Cochin-China Monkey . , is distin- 
guished by the singular variety and brilliancy of its colours. 

Douce (dtts), a. Also, 4-9 douse, 5-8 dowse, 
5-9 dowce. J3. 5-7 doulce, 6 doulx (in sense 1). 
[ME. douce, dowce , a. OF. doh, dots, dous, later 
douse, fem. douce, also 15-1 6th c. doulce, = Pr. doh, 
dous. It. dolce, Sp. dulce L. dulcis sweet.] 

1 1 . Sweet, pleasant. (A well-known epithet of 
France, from Chanson de Roland onwards.) Obs. 

[a. 13x0 in Wright Lyric P. xrt Oure dame douse shal 
sitten hym by. X377 Langl. P. Pl. B. xiv. 122 And diues in 
deyntees lyued and in douce vye ] c *380 Sir Ferwnb. 1269 
We bu> knyjtes alle y-vere : y-born in douce fraunce. c 1420 
Liber Cocorum (1862) 32 Powder dov ce and salt also. C1489 
Caxton Sonnes of Ay won xvi. 36 Ye shall never maye 
retourne in to douce Fraunce aga ae. 1526 Pilgr. Perf. 
(W, de W. 1531) 22b, Whan.. si liner drawetn nere, it 
[an apple] waxeth mellowe douce & pleasaunt. 1598 
Dalrymple tr. Leslids Hist. Scot. iv. lviil (1887) 251 Sa 
douse in exhortatione. 1614 Forbes Comm. Revelation 126 
(J am.) The douce sounde of harpes. 
fl* c 1477 Caxton Jason x8b, To mete doulce regarde. 1531 
Elyot Gov. i. xiv. (1883) 154 The lawes. .beyng in pure latine 
or doulce frenche. c 1340 Ld. Southampton & Bp, of Ely 


in Ellis Orig. Lett. Ser. 11. II. iii With doulx and myld 
wordes. 1543 Boorde Dyeiary xxi. (1870; 283 Peares.. 
melowand doulce. <2x577 Sir T. Smith Commw. Eng. 11. 
iii, (1609) 43 Doulce and gentle termes. 

2 . Quiet, sober, steady, gently sedate ; not light, 
flighty, or frivolous. Sc. and north, dial. 

X728 Ramsay Adv. to Mr. — on his Marriage 16 I’ve 
given a douce advice and plain. 1776 C. Keith Farmer's 
HP in Chambers Pop. Hum. Scot. Poems (1862) 36 The 
lads and lasses a* grow douse. x8x6 Scott Old Mori, ivy 
A douce woman she was, civil to the customers. 2825 in 
Brockett N. C. Words. 1850 Mrs. Carlyle Lett. II. 129, 

I think the new servant will do ; she looks douce, intelligent, 
x 868 Helps Realmah vii. (1876) 158 Realmah and the 
Ainah talked on in the douce, quiet way. 

Hence Dou'cely cuiv . ; Botrceness. 
x6zx S. Ward Happiness of Practice (1627) 14 Some 
luscious delight, yea, a kind of rauishing duucenesse there 
is in studying good Bookes. 1786 Burns Earnest Cry «$■ 
Prayer 3 An’ doucely manage our affairs In parliament. 
2822 Galt Steam-Boat 19 1 (Jam.) The natural douceness of 
my character. 1850 R. Simpson Mem. of Worth ii. 20 Mr. 
Hislop was riding doucely along this track. 

+ Douce, Obs. rare. In 5 dowce, 7 doulce. 
[Aphetic f. adoulce , adouce , a. OF. adoulcir , adoit- 
cir to sweeten : see Addulce,] trans . To sweeten ; 
to soften, mollify, soothe. 

1x420 Liber Cocorum 11S62) 7 With sugur candy J>°u 
may hit dowce. x6oo Holland Livy xxm. xvi, 484 The 
yong mans stout heart was so doulced, mollified, and easie 
to bee wrought. 

Douce, var. of Douse. 

Doueepere : see Douzefers. 

Doucet (d«*set\ dowset (dau*set). Forms: 
a. 5 doucete, dowcete, -ced, -sete, 5-7 riou.-, 
dowcette, doucet, 6-9 dowset, 7 douset, dow- 
cet, -sett, dowlcet, douleet. fi. 5 dulset, 6 
dulcet, [a. F. doucet , doucet te , dim. of doux, 
douce sweet ; also sb. a sweet variety of grape, of 
apple, etc., and in other senses. See also Dulcet.] 
1 1 . A sweet dish, in old cookery. Obs. 

C2430 Two Cookery-bks. 55 Doucettes. Take Porke..& 
Eyroun..& melle hem to-gederys with Hony & Pepir, & 
bake hem in a cofyn. 1467 Mann. $ Househ . Exp. 399 
For viij. boshelles of flour for dowsetes. 1530 Palsgr. 

2 1 5/1 Dousette a lytell flawne, dariolle. X593 Drayton 
Eclogues ix. 47 Fresh Cheese, and Dowsets, Curds and 
clowted Creame. 1615 Markham Eng. Housew . n. ii. 
(1668) 75 An excellent Custard or Dowset. 1640 King $ 
Poor North. Man (N.), Heer’s dousets and flapjacks, 
f 2 . A wind instrument resembling a flute. Obs. 
a. c 1384 Chaucer //. Fame iii. 131 That craftely begunne 
to pipe Bothe in doucet and in riede. c 1430 Lydg. Reason 
4- Sensual., Trumpes and trunipettes, Lowde shallys and 
doucettes. c 1450 Holland Howlat 762 The dulset, the 
dulsacordis, the schalme of assay. 

* 3 . Hunting, (pl.) The testicles of a deer. 

a x6xx Beaum. & Fl, PMlaster iv. ii. He was there at the 
fall of a deer, and would needs.. give ten groats for the 
dowcets. 1630 J. Taylor (Water P.) Wks. 1. 93 Dewclawes, 
and Dowlcets. 1637 B. Jonson Sad Sheph. 1. vi, All the 
sweet morsels call’d tongue, ears, and dowcets. 1638 Ford 
Fancies 1. ii. Wks. 1869 II. 234, I am made a gelding, and, 
like a tame buck, have lost my dowsets. 1678 Phillips Ted. 4), 
Doulcets, the stones of a Hart or Stag. x686 Plot Staffordsh. 
255 Red and fallow deer, whose doucets if taken away., 
before they have homes, will never have any at all. 1826 
Scott Woodst. iii, Broiling the umbles , or dowsets, of the 
deer, upon the glowing embers, with their own royal 
hands. 

Doucet, early form of Dulcet. 

I! Douceur (dz/sor). Forms: 4 dousour, 5 
-ceour, 6- -ceur, (7 doulcure, 8 doucoeur). [a. 
F. douceur, in OF. duhpur, doucor, dousor , dousour, 
“ Pr. dolzor , Sp. dulzor, It. dolciore .‘—Romanic 
type * dot core, *dul$ore, for L. dulcor-em sweetness, 
f. dulcis sweet. In ME. app. naturalized; but 
in modem use, since 17th c., a French loan-word.] 
fl. Sweetness and pleasantness of manner; amia- 
bility, gentleness. Obs. 

13. . E. E, A Hit. P. A. 429 For synglerty o hyr dousour. 
We calle hyr fenyx of Arraby. X422 tr. Secreta Secret., 
Priv. Priv. (E. E. T. S.) 189 To Souerayns reuerence and 
honoure. . to fellowis company and douceoure. 1620 Fort esc. 
Papers (Camden) 226 (Stanf.) Your Majesties douceur and 
facilitie._ 1623 Abp. Williams in Haeket Life 1. (1692) xi6, 
I have given special Order to the Judges for Sweetness, and 
Doulcure to the English Catholicks. 1758 Ralph Case 
Authors by Profess. 5 All the Douceurs of Life arising 
from Observance and Respect will be wanting. 1793 Mad. 
D’Arblay Let. to Mrs. Phillips 14 May, He ... answered 
with all his accustomed douceur and politeness. 
f 2 . An agreeable or pleasant speech; a com- 
plimentary phrase. Obs. 

1672 Dryden Marr. a la Mode v. i, Truce with your 
douceurs, good servant. 2726 Amherst Terras Fil. xliv. 232 
Those printed douceurs that pass between authors and their 
betters, vulgarly call’d dedications. 1807 Edin. Rev . X, 
190 (Stanf.) Such elaborate douceurs as occur in the 
following letter, .look too much like adulation. 

3 . A conciliatory present or gift ; a gratuity or 
* tip ’ ; a bribe. 

1763 H. Walpole Lett. (1857) IV. 67 (Stanf.) Her lord 
has. .added. .little douceurs, .to her jointure. 1769 in Priv. 
Lett. Ld. Malmesbury (1870) I. 174 Thirty guineas being 
publicly given to this last soldier, as a sort of douceur for 
what he had suffered. X779 Mad. D’Arblay Diary Nov., 
[After] one remarkable speech in the House of Commons., 
receiving some douceur to be silent ever after. x8x8 R. 
Peters in J. Jay's Corr. f Pub, PapersuBg^) IV. 424 Money 
..devoted to secret service and douceurs to French agents. 


Douche (d«f> sb. [a. F . douche spout, stream 
of water, 16th c. ad. It. doccia conduit-pipe, f. docciare 
to pour by drops:— L. type *ductiare , f. ductus 
leading, lead, conduit, f. ducere to lead.] 

A jet or stream of water, or the like, applied to 
some part of the body, generally for medicinal 
purposes; the application of this; an instrument 
for administering it. 

[1685 Cotton tr. Montaigne II. 710 So the Italians have 
their doccie . . and with them bath an hour in the morning.) 
1766 Smollett Trav. 351 This last operation called douche, 
is more effectually undergone in the private bath. 1835 
Penny* Cycl. IV. 33/2 A stream of water falling on the head 
.. It is called the cold dash, or douche, or douse. 1844 
Dufton Deafness 107 The air-press should be used, as 
recommended for applying the air-douche. x866 Mrs. 
Gaskei.l Wives # Dan. xi, It was rather like a douche of 
cold water on Mrs. Kirkpatrick’s plans. 1894 Baring- 
Gould Deserts S. France I. 24 To send down a douche of 
ice-cold air upon us. 

Comb. x868 Daily News 7 Aug., A. .bath-house, with 
plunge-bath, douche-bath, and shower-baths of different 
sorts. 1883 J. Payn Thicker than Water xxxv. 275 , 1 don’t 
mind a sprinkling ; but no one likes a douche bath of it. 

Bouciie, V. [f. prec. sb. ; cf. F. doucher .] 
trans . To administer a douche to ; to douse. 

1838 Lady Granville Lett. 21 July (1894) II. 261 A little 
douching and bathing is the best possible thing. 1864 
Carlyle Fredk. Gt. IV. 350 Douched and drenched in dirty 
•water. 1869 E. A. Parkes Pract. Hygiene (ed. 3) 618 If one 
or two good force pumps and hose are on board, every man 
should be douched. 

b. intr. (for refZ.) To take a douebe. 

1843 Sir C. Scudamore Med. Visit Grafenberg 19 One . . 
who had regularly douched through the winter every day 
for eight minutes. 

Doucherie, var. of Duchery, Obs. 

Douch-spere, corrupt sing, of Douzefers. 

Doueht, Sc. pa. t. of Dow v . 1 

Douchtie, -y, obs. forms of Doughty. 

Doucimer, obs. form of Dulcimer. 

11 Doucin (dzzsgfi, dzrsin). Also 6 dtiseanne. 
[F. ; f. douce sweet, Douce.] A sweet variety of 
wild apple. 

1589 Cogan Haven Health (1636) 102 The best apples 
. . in England are Pepins, Costards, Duseannes, Darlings. 
1834 Penny Cycl. II. 191/2 The stocks . . employed are the 
wild crab, the doucin or English paradise, and the French 

? aradise apple. 1846 J. Baxter Libr. Pract. Agric. (ed. 4) 

. 6z There are only two kinds, according to Lindley, on 
which it is desirable to propagate the apple in this country 
— the Wild Crab and the Doucin stock. 

11 Doucine (fl«s?n). Arch. [F., in 15-16U1 c. 
doulcine , doucine trumpet, f. doux , douce sweet, 
soft] =s Cyma recta : see Cyma i. 

1726 Leoni Alberti's Arckit. II. 31/2 The Cymatium, or 
Doucine, both upright and reversed. 

Douek(e, Doueker, obs. ff. Duck, Duckeb. 
Doud(e, obs. form of Dowd. 

Doudle, var. Doodle v .%, to play bagpipes. 
Douer, var. Dower sb . 1 Obs. 

Douf, var. of Dowf a. 

Doufe, dotdFe, obs. forms of Dove. 

Doilgi. (d^), sb.. Forms; 1 dds. dak, 4 do3, 
4-5 dogb., north, dagh, 4-8 dow, dowe, 6 dougbe, 
dowglie, 6- dough, (7 doe, 6- Sc. daigh, 
deawch). See also Duff, which represents a 
prevalent dialect pronunciation. [A Common 
'J'ent. sb. : OK. ddh, gen. ddges, — OFris. deeg, Du. 
deg, OHG., MHG. teic, Ger. teig, OH. deig, 
(Sw. deg. Da. deig, dei ), Goth, daigs .— OTeut. 
*daigoz, f. verbal stem dig-, deig-, pre-Teutonic 
*dhigh- to form of clay, to knead; cf. Skr. dih- to 
besmear, L. fig-, fingere ; cf. Gr. re?xoy wall.] 

1 . A mass consisting of flour or meal moistened 
and kneaded into a paste, with or without leaven, 
ready to be baked into bread, etc. ; kneaded flour ; 
paste of bread, f Sour-dough (q.v.), leaven. 

c 1000 Sax. Leechd. 1 1 , 342 Wyrc clam of . . dage. Ibid. 
III. 88 Cned hyt . . ~p hit si swa picca swa doh. 1303 R. 
Brunne Handl. Syntie 10099 ]>e paste, .ne oghe Be made of 
eny maner of soure doghe. 1340 Ayenb. 205 Ase j?e leuayne 
zoureb h e£ do3. c 1430 Two Cookery-bks. 43 Take dow, & 
make f>er-of a Jrinne kake. c 1450 Myrc 1882 Thy bred 
schal be of whete flour, I-made of dogh that ys not sour. 
3526 Tindale Gal. v. 9 A lytel leven doth leven the whole 
lompe of dowe. 1649 Jer. Taylor Gt. Ex emp. Pref. F 25 
He left this nation, as apiece of leaven in a masse of dow. 
X813 Sir H. Davy Agric. Chem. (1814) 137 Leavened bread 
for use is made by mixing a little dough that has fermented, 
with new dough, and kneading them together. 1830 M. 
Donovan Dom. Econ. I. 353 The better and older the flour 
the more water it absorbs to make dough. 

b. Proverb. {My) cake is dough, (My) meal is 
all dough (Sc.) : my project has failed. 

1596 Shaks. Tam. Shrew v. i. 145 My cake is dough, but 
He in among the rest. 1687-1708 [see Cake sb. 8]. 1737 
Ramsay Scot. Prop. (1776) 38 (Jam.) His meal’s a’ daigh. 
1860 Reade Cloister $ H. xxv, Dietrich’s forty years weighed 
him down like forty bullets. ‘Our cake is dough', he gasped. 
2 . transf. and fig. 

x6ix Cotgr., Laudore. .a leaden fellow, poore sneakesbie, 
man of dowgh. a 16x6 Beaum. & Fl. Wit without Money 
11. ii, She has found what dough you are made of, and so 
kneads you. 1624 Fletcher Rule a Wife hi. i, How un- 
like the lump I took him for, The piece of ignorant dow. 
X788 Burns 1st Ef. to Graham 16 She [Nature] kneads the 
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lumpish philosophic dough. 1876 Geo. Eliot Dan. Der. 
I vv lvi'ii. 168 The baking process which the human dough 
demands. 

3. Any soft, pasty mass. 

*559 Morwyng Evany m. 220 The leaves of hempe. . Water 
should be poured to it, and when they are made dowe to- 
gether, then to be destilled. 1633 Lisle Mlfric on O. 4 N. 
Test. (1638) Pref. 4 To mould the dow of artiliciall marble, 
and bake it in killes for building. 1862 Jrnl. Soc. A rts X. 
326/2 It [the India-rubber] may be dissolved either into 
‘\arnish\ or the more solid ‘dough*, as it is called, by the 
digestion of the sheet in . . naphtha. 

4. a. north, dial. (See quot. and Yule-dough.) 

*777 Brand Pop. Antiq ., Yule Doughs (1870)^ I. 293 The 

Yule- Dough, or Dow, was a kind of Baby, or^ little Image 
of Paste, which our Bakers used . . to bake at this season and 
present to their customers. Ibid., note, Dough or Dow is 
vulgarly used in the North for a little cake. 

b. A pudding or dumpling of dough : cf. Duff 
and Dough-boy. 

5 . attrib. and Comb., as dough-cake, -pan, -pill; 

dough-dividing . ; - kneaded adjs. ; dough-ball, 

(CIS.) ? = Doughnut; dough-balls, the tufts of 
a kind of seaweed, Polysiphonia Olneyi ; dough- 
brake, -kneader, -maker, -mixer, machines for 
kneading and mixing dough ; dough-head, (U.S.) 

* a soft-pated fellow, a fool/ (Bartlett Piet. Amer. 
i860); dough-raiser, (see quot.); f dough-rib, 
an implement for scraping and cleaning the knead- 
ing-trough. Also Dough-bake, etc. 

1864 Louie's last Term (N. Y.> 168 ^Dough-halls were 
her acknowledged passion. 1881 Farlow Marine Algae 
371 In its typical form Pfolysiphonia] Olneyi forms dense 
soft tufts, sometimes called *dough- balls by the sea-shore 
population. 1642 Milton Apol. Sweet (1851) 288 He. .de- 
meanes himselfe in the dull expression so like a *dough 
kneaded thing. 1874 Knight Diet. Mech. I. 732/1 *Dough- 
kneader , a pair of rollers, one corrugated lengthwise and 
the other transversely, working in a frame with two inclined 
boards. Ibid., * Dough-mixer. 1841 Lane Arab . Nts. I. 
108 ‘ Uncover the *dough-pan 1831 Carlyle Sari, 
lies. 1. iii. His chief Talapoin, to whom no *dough-pill 
he could knead and publish was other than medicinal and 
sacred. 1874 Knight Diet. Mech. I. 732/2 * Dough-raiser, 
a pan in a bath of heated water, to maintain a temperature 
in the dough favorable to fermentation, c 132s Gloss. IV. 
de Biblesw. in Wright Voc. 155 Un rastuer ; a *douw-ribbe. 
C1440 Prontp. PartK 129/1 Dowrys or dowrybbe, sarpa. 
1530 Palsgr. 215/1 Dowe rybbe, ratissevr a Paste. 

Dough (d v. rare. [f. prec- sb.J 

tl. intr. To work in dough ; to make dough. 
Obs. 

1631 Heywood xst Pt . Fair Maid of IV. n. Wks. 1S74 II. 
277 When come grew to be at an high rate, my father [a 
baker] never dowed after. 

2 . trans. To make (something) into or like 
dough. To dough in : to mix in with the dough (see 
Doughing vbl. 'sb.). 

1887 N. 4 Q. 7th Ser. III. 16/1 Doughing together the 
paste formed by the yerba and water. 

Hence Dmrghmg, ppl. a . 

1883 Grant White Washington A dams 33 Pleasing and 
picturesque, and yet souring and doughing. 

+ Dou*gh-bake. Obs. rare- 1 , [f. Dough sb. 
+ Bake v. : cf. next] Under-done bread; the 

* crumb ’ of a loaf. 

*573 Tusser Hush. Ixxix. (1878) 171 Much dowebake I 
praise not, much crust is as ill. 

Dou’gh-baked, ppl. a. Now dial. [f. as prec.] 
Imperfectly baked, so as to remain doughy. 

2611 Cotgr., Pasteux. .doughie; clammie as bread which 
is dough-baked. 1630 J. Taylor (Water P.) Wit 4* Mirth 
Wks. 11.102/1 One ofthe Schollers complayned vntojhim that 
the bread were dogh-baked : Why quoth hee, so it should 
bee; what else is the definition of bread but dough baked? 
1642 Fuller Holy fy Prof. St. in. xx. 205 In that oven 
wherein dow-baked cakes shall be burnt. 

b. iransf. and fig. Imperfect, badly finished ; 
deficient, esp. in intellect or sense ; feeble, ‘ soft’. 

1592 Lyly Midas it. ii. 22 A reason dow-baked. <11613 
Overbury A Wife (1638) 64 A very woman is a dow-bak’t 
man. 1623 T. Scot Highw. God 80 A deade luke-warme 
indifferencie, a dow-baked zeale. 1754 Richardson 

Grandison (ed. 7) I. 84 Your milksops, your dough-baked 
lovers. 1809-10 Coleridge Friend (1865) 216 These dough- 
baked patriots are not however useless, 
t Dou-gh-baken, ppl. a. Obs. = prec. 

1529 More Dyaloge in. Tia/2 Yf hys brede . . be dowe 
baken. 1578 Chr. Prayers m Priv. Prayers (1851) 498 Who 
shall scrape off this dough-baken dung ? 

Bou*gll-X)ird. Local U.S. Also doe-bird. 
The New England name for the Eskimo curlew 
{Numemus borealis). 

*8 .. Shore Birds 12 (Cent.) Mingling freely with the 
golden plover are the Esquimaux curlew, or dough-birds. 

Dou-gh.-'boy. Naut. and Colonial. A boiled 
flour dumpling. 

1685 Ringrose Bucaniers Amer. II. iv. 4 These men . . 
had each of them three or four Cakes of bread (called by 
the English Dough-boy's ) for their provision and Victuals. 
1697 Dampier Voy. (1729) I. v. no This Oil served instead 
of Butter, to eat with Dough-boys or Dumplins. 1880 
Black w. Mag. Jan. 72 Quite a gourmet in the matter of 
dough-boys and duff. 1887 Pall Mall Budget 22 Aug. 13/2 
Each man had also a dough-hoy made with $ lb. of flour, 
and boiled in the soup. 

t Boirgher. Obs. In 5 dower, [f. Dough v. 

+ -eb 1 .] One who makes dough ; a baker. 

*483 Gild Bakers in Eng. Gilds 335^ All Dowers of the 
Cite, .[shall] grynd att the Cite-is my llis. 


■ Boirgli-face, doughface. ■ U. S. 

X. A face having the appearance or character of 
dough : cf. dough-faced. 

a *833 J. Randolph Sp. in Congress (Bartlett), They were 
scared at their own dough-faces. 

2 . A dough-faced person; one who allows him- 
self to be moulded or worked upon ; formerly, in 
U.S. politics, applied to Northern politicians con- 
sidered to yield undue compliance to the South, in 
the matter of slavery, etc. 

1834 Whittier Let. to Seivall Pr. Wks. 1889 III. 87 How 
familiar have the significant epithets of ‘White slave* and 
‘ dough-face * become ! 1848 Lowell Biglow P. Poet. Wks. 
1890 II. 80. 1863 W. Phillips Speeches iii. 42 Behold the 
great doughface cringing before the calm eye of Kossuth. 

attrib. 1886 American XII. 279 The doughface press. 

So Doivgli-faced a., having a face like dough ; 
of the character of a * dough-face ■ in U. S. politics. 

1792 Wolcott (P. Pindar) Tears of St. Margaret Wks. 
1812 III. 81 The dough-faced Spectres crowded forth. 3848 
New York Comm. Adv. 4 June (Bartlett) Two-third of the 
senate were dough-faced. 

DougMness (defines), [f. Doughy a. + 
-ness.) The quality of being doughy. Also fig. 

2616 Surpl. & Markh. Country Farme 586 Any doughi- 
nesse or rawnesse in the crust. 1866 G. Macdonald Ann. 
Q. Neighb. (1884) 243 Which made me turn and go home, 
regardless now of Mr. Stoddart's doughiness. 

Dou ghing, vbl. sb. [f. Dough zl-p-ing L] 
The making or dividing of dough ; attrib. dough- 
ing-machine, one for dividing dough for loaves. 

1882 tr. Thau sing's Beer 412 The mixing of the malt 
required for one grist with water in the mash -tun at the 
commencement of a brewing is called einteigen (doughing in) 
or, shortly, ‘ mashing in ’. 1884 Engineer 30 May 399/2 It 
is then passed into the doughing machine. 

Doughish. (dp tt ‘if), a. [-ish.] Somewhat 
doughy, slack-baked. 

1556 Withals Diet. (1568) 44 a/i Doughisshe breadde, not 
full bake, rubidns pants. 

Doughnut d<?‘ l, «2?t). local Eng. and U. S. A 
small spongy cake made of dough (usually sweet- 
ened and spiced), and fried or boiled in lard. 

1809 W. Irving Knickerb. (1861) 90 An enormous dish of 
balls of sweetened dough, fried in hog’s fat, and called 
doughnuts, or olykoeks. 1847 Thoreau in Atlantic 
Monthly June (1892) 757 The window was . . the size of an 
oblong doughnut, and about as opaque. 1861 R. F. Burton 
City of Saints 104 note, The Dough-nut is properly speak- 
ing, a small roundish cake made of flour, eggs, and sugar, 
moistened with milk and boiled in lard. 1870 Hazlitt 
Brand's Pop. Antiq. I. 48 At Baldock, Herts, the children 
call . . [Shrove Tuesday] Dough-nut Day, from the small 
cakes fried in brass skillets over the fire with hog’s lard. 

t Bought, sb. Obs. [In quot. 1450 perh. for 
*dougth DOUTH valour ; in 1788 app. a back- 
formation from Doughty a., on analogy of might , 
mighty , etc.] Doughtiness, might, power. 

c 1450 Merlin 555 Yef thei knewe the doughtof my brother 
Agra vain. 1788 Picken Poems 159 (Jam.) The freckest 
whiles hae own’t her [Fortune’s] douglit. 

f Dought, ci. Obs. [app. a shortened form of 
Doughty.] Doughty, valiant, mighty. 

c 1320 Sir Beues 3380 (MS. A.) Lordinges . . Je scholle Jus 
dai be holde so dougt. c 1330 R. Brunne Chron. Wace 
(Rolls) 13532 pat were of prowesse, & of bataille dought. 

Bought, pa. t. of Dow v. ; obs. var. of Doubt, 
Dout. 

Daughter, obs. and dial. f. Daughter. 
t Dou*ghtihede. Obs. = Doughtiness, 

a 1300 Cursor M. 848 (Cott.) Thoru his auen doghtyhede. 
Ibid. 10628 It was hir dughti-hede. 

Doughtily (dairtili), adv. [ f. Doughty +~ly 2 .] 

In a doughty manner ; valiantly, stoutly. 

a 1300 Cursor M. 3673 (Cott.) His moder dughtilik it 
dight. c 1380 Sir Ferumb. 420 He laide on Sarazyns. .so 
dogtilich. c 1440 Gesta Rom. xxiv. 89 (Harl. MS.) He bare 
him so manly, & so doutely in the turnement. 1572 Bosse- 
well Armorie 11. 96 b, Whiche had doughtely sustained the 
siege. 1659 Bp. Walton Consid. Considered 169 To thank 
him for disputing so doughtily on their behalf. 1870 Lowell 
Study Wind. 76 The battle which the English race on this 
continent has been carrying doughtily on. 

Doughtiness (denrtines). [f. Doughty 4- 
-ness.] Valiantness, valour, stoutness. 

£1200 Ormin 17582 Sawle onnfoj> att Godess hand All 
hire duhhtignesse. c 1330 R. Brunne Chron. (1810) 184 His 
douhtynes we ken. c 1450 Golagros <$■ Gave. 416 Y our dedis, 
your dignite and your doughtynes. 1509 Barclay Shyp of 
Folys (1570) 18 Hector ..Was slayne with payne for all his 
douhtynes. 2526 Pilgr. Perf (W. de W. 1531) 136 A dis- 
crete dough tyn esse or a spirytuall audacite, to speke or to 
do. 3612-20 Shelton Quix. (T.), The Biscayan . . perceived, 
by his doughtiness, his intention. 3886 Lowell (1894) 
II. 341 Our difficulties. . to test our doughtiness. 

Dough-trough (d^wtr^f). A trough or vessel 
in which dough is placed to rise ; in modern use, 
also a closed vessel in which the rising of dough is 
promoted by the gentle heat arising from warm 
water beneath ; = dough-raiser : see Dough sb. 5 . 

£3440 Promp. Parv. 129/1 Dowe trowe, pistralla , 
alveus . 1530 Palsgr. 215/1 Doughe troughe, huseke a 

Pestrir. a 1600 Turnam. Tottenh. 124 A do^-trogh, and 
a pele. 1874 Knight Diet. Mech. I. 732/2 Dough-trough 
a water-tight, covered vessel of tin or other suitable material, 
with a perforated shelf across the centre. 

Doughty (denrti), a. Forms: 1 dyhtis, dohtis, 
3-5 do3ti, 3-6 dojty, 3- doughty, (4 dohty, 


dohuti, doghuti, douhti, 4-5 dou3ti, dowghty, 
4- Sc. douchti, -ty, dowchty). Also 3-5 
dughti, 4 duhti, dugty, 6-7 Sc. duchtie ; and 
4-6 dowtie, -ty, 5-7 douty, 5-8 erron. doubty, 
7- doughty (dautik [The original OE. form was 
dyhtig, corresp. to OH Q.Huhtfg, MHG. tiihtec , 
Ger. tiichtig, MDu. and MLG. duchtich, from an 
OTeut. sb. *duhti-z, MHG. tuht ability, capacity, 
from dugan : see Dow zO (If this had come down, 
its mod.Eng. repr. would be digkty.) OE. d ok tig 
was a later formation, of which the vowel is diffi- 
cult to explain, unless perh. by assimilation to 
do/itc, pa. t. of dugan. It came down in the ME. 
do iii, dohty , dowghty , Sc. dock tie, douchtie, to the 
mod. spelling doughty, of which the expected pro- 
nunciation would be (dp'ti) : cf. bought, wrought , 
daughter . Beside it, ME. had duhti 1, dufi, 
duhti , 16th c. Sc. duchtie ; and also from 14th c., 
dowtie, douty, erroneously spelt (by assimilation to 
another word of same sound) doubty ; whence 
evidently the current spoken word (dairti). The 
phonology presents many points of difficulty.] 

1 . Able, capable, worthy, virtuous; valiant, brave, 
stout, formidable : now with an archaic flavour, 
and often humorous, a. of persons. 

1030 A bingdonChron. , Hacun. se dohti&a eorl. c 1200 Ormin 
113 JZacari^e . . haffde an duhhti} wif . . ElysabaiJ? gehatenn. 
1297 R. Glouc. (1724) 592 Edward, that doughty knyght. 
<33300 Cursor M . 3555 (Cott.) Sir Ysaac b at dughti [Gd'tt. 
dohuti) man. c 1314 Guy Warw. (A.) 1480 A duhtti knigt 
and no coward. 3375 Barbour Bruce 11. 166 For all his eldris 
war douchty. c 1380 Sir Ferumb. 423 Dogty men & wigt, 
£1420 Avow. Arth. xiv, Did as a dmjty knygte._ £3440 
York Myst. xxxviii. 163 Sir knyghtis, \>s.t are in dedis 
dowty. 1480 Caxton Chron. Eng. Ixxiii. 55 Kyng Arthur 
was . . bolde and doubty of body. 3535 Stewart Cron. 
Scot. (1858) I. 42 Lord and knycht . . And mony other 
richt duchtie and conding. 3600 Holland Livy xxiv. 
xlvi. 541 Certaine Tribunes and marshals, valourous and 
doubtie good men. 1609 — A mm. Marcell. xiv. ix. 19 A 
doutie warrior. 1655 Fuller Ch. Hist. iii. vi. § 50 AH the 
Scotish Nobility (Doughty Douglas alone excepted). 1795 
Southey Joan of Arc v. 126 The doughty Paladins of 
France. 1814 D’Israeli Quarrels Auth. (1867) 263 The 
doughty critic was at once silenced. 3847 Lewes Hist. 
Philos. (3867) II- 98 Oxford called upon her doughty men to 
brighten up their arms. 1848 Dickens Dombey (C.D. ed.) 
3x5 Nor did he ever again face the doughty Mrs. Pipchin. 

Tb. of actions, and other things. 

[Beowulf 1287 (Z.) Sweord eegum dyhtig. a xooo Caed- 
mon's Genesis 1993 Sweord ec*gum cUhtig.] a 1225 Leg. Kath. 
782 Of mine bileaue, beo ha duhti o&er dusi, naue }?u nawt 
to donne. a 1300 Cursor M. 2112 (Cott.) Mani contre ]>ar- 
in es And dughti cites mare and lesse. 3393 Langl. P. PI. 
C. vni. 141 Of thyne douhtieste dedes. 3535 Stewart 
Cron. Scot. II. 510 Of his duchtie Deidis and Justice done. 
3568 T. Howell Arb. Amitie (1879) Si Nor men deserue 
the crowne, and doubtie diademe. 1590 Spenser F. Q. l 
v. 1 How that doughtie tumament With greatest honour he 
atchieven might, a 3667 Jer. Taylor Serm. for* Year 
(1678) Sup^l. 185 In this doughty cause they think it fit to 
fight and die. 3733 Cheyne Eng. Malady iii. iv. (1734) 303 
Another doughty Objection against a Vegetable Diet, I have 
heard. 1829 Scott Jrnl. 28 Apr., After this doughty resolu- 
tion, I went doggedly to work. 

+ 2. absol. — M an or men of valour. Obs. 

c 1420 Anturs of Arth. i, Bothethe kyng and the qwene 
And other dogti^ by-dene, c 3475 Rauf Coil^ear 590 Thair 
wald na douchtie this day for Iornay be dicht. 1800 A. 
Carlyle A utobiog. x\o, I .. was going up the field to tell 
this when my doughty arrived. 

3 . Comb., as doughty- ha?tded adj. 

1606 Shaks. Ant. Cl. iv. viii. 5 Doughty handed are you. 

DougXiy (d<? u *i), a. [f. Dough sb. + -y k] Of 
the nature of dough; like dough in appearance, 
consistency, or character. 

1601 Shaks. All's Well iv. v. 3 All the vnbak’d and dowy 
youth of a nation. 1648 Gage West Ind. xii. (1655) 53 
After the Consecration many devout persons came and 
sticked in the dowy Image pretious stones. 1719 London 
& Wise Compl. Gard. v. 76 Sometimes it grows doughy, 
when suffer'd to be too ripe on the Tree. 1826 Syd. Smith 
Wks. (1859) 1 1 . 97/1 A sad, doughy lump, a 1827 Good Study 
Med. (3834) II. 361 White tongue in the morning, and a 

f allid doughy countenance. 1893 Earl Dunmore Pamirs 
I. 230 The bread we had to eat was. .very doughy. 

Donk(e, obs. form of Duck, Duke. 

Douke, var. Dauke, Obs., carrot. 

2601 Holland Pliny xix. v. (D.), Yellow douke or carot, 
Do*ul, obs. var. of Dole sbP grief, Dowel. 
Doulce, var. of Douce, Dulce. 

Doulced, DonIcet(e, var. of Doucet, Dulcet, 
Douleia, doulia : see Dulla. 

Doull©, obs. form of Dull. 

Doxilocracy, var. of Dulocracy. 

Doum (daum, Also doom, dome, dona. 

[Arab, daum, dumi] A kind of palm {Hyphsene 

Thebaica), found in Egypt, having a dichotomously 
divided trunk, and an edible fruit about the size of 
an apple. Usually doum-palm. 

x8ox Hel. M. Williams Sk. Fr. Rep. II. xxxv. 170 In 
capitals [of columns], .the branches of the doum, and the 
flowers of the nelumbo, mingle together. 3830 Lindley 
Nat. Syst. Bot. 280 The Doom Palm of Upper Egypt and 
the Hyphsene cdriacea are remarkable for their dichotomous 
repeatedly-divided trunk, 2849 Southey Comm.-pl. Bk. 
IV. X13 In the upper parts of Egypt. they have a palm tree 
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called the Dome. 1867 Lady Herbert Cradle L. i. 34 The 
region of. . the Theban or dom-palm. 

b. at t rib., as doum-leaf \ -palm, - wood . 

*788 Clarkson Impel. Slave Tr. 20 The doom-wood (which 
the worm never enters'. 1827 Moore Epicur . xvi. {.1839) 
x66 A bed of fresh doum leaves. 

Bourn, doumb(e, obs. forms of Dumb. 
Boun(e, obs. forms of Do, Done, Down - , Dun. 
Boung, obs. pa. pple of Ding v. 1 ; obs. f Dung. 
Bounk, Bount, obs. forms of Dank, Dunt. 
Doup (daup). Sc. Forms: 6 dolp. 6-9 doup, 
7 doupe, 7-9 dowp. [Of Norse origin : cf. ON. 
daup.] 

f X. A rounded cavity or hollow bottom. Obs. 
1513 Douglas ASneisiu. x. 15 Off his E dolp the flowand 
blude and attir He wische away. 1641 Fergusson Scot. 
ProzK 7 (Jam.) Better half egg than toonv dowp. 1653 
Urquhart Rabelais 1. wi, Castor and Pollux [born] of the 
doupe of that Egge which was laid . .by Leda. 

2 . The posterior extremity of the body, the 
fundament or seat. 

1653 Urquhart Rabelais 1. xxii, At the salt doup [Fr. 
an culsalle , the name of a game]. 1718 Ramsay Christ's 
Kirk Gr. nr. xxii, A* the skaith that chanc'd indeed, Was 
only on their dowps. 1817 J. Scott Paris Retrisit. (ed. 4) 
257 Sax and therty lashes a piece on the bare doup. 

0. The bottom or end (of any thing), e.g. the 
rounded end of a candle. 

1718 Ramsay Christ's Kirk Gr. m. x. F the doup o’ day, 
1774 T. Scott Poems 319 (Jam.), At the doup o' e’en. 
1816 Scott A ntiq v, The doup o' a candle. 1894 Crockett 
Lilac Simb. 72 What remained of the smooth candle ‘dowp '. 
b. A loop at the end. 

1831 G. R. Porter Silk Manuf. 283 The half leaf, .passes 
through the upper doup of the standard. 

Boupt, obs. form of Doubt. 

Hour (dwr), a. Sc. and north . dial. Also 5 
dowre, 6-8 dour©, 6- dowr. [ad. L. diir-us , or 
F. Erhard (cf. Dure). 

Derivation from French is unlikely on account of the vowel, 
since F. u gives in Sc. not it but il (or S'). An early (nth or 
T2th c.) adoption of L. dfir-ns , would suit phonetically ; of 
this however we have no evidence.] 

1 . Hard, severe, bold, stern, fierce, hardy. 

1375 Barbour Brnce x. 170 [He] wes dour & stout. 
4:1425 Wyntoun Cron. vtn. xvi. 103 Dyntis dowre ware 
sene. 15x3 Douglas ASneis 11, vi [v.] 23 The dour Vlixes 
als, and Athamas. 1533 Bellenden Livy n. (1822) 166 Thir 
legatis wes gevm ane doure answere be Marcias. 1596 
Dalrymple tr. Leslie's Hist. Scot. iv. 249 He led a dour and 
hard lyfe. 1794 Burns Winter Night i, Biting Boreas, fell 
and doure. 1848 Lytton Harold vi. i, Tostig is a man . . 
dour and haughty. 1891 Atkinson Moorland Par. 261 The 
dour, merciless intensity of a northern moorland . . storm. 

2 . Hard to move, stubborn, obstinate, sullen. 

c 1470 Henry Wallace iv. 187 Malancoly he was of com- 
plexxoun. . dour in his contenance. 1513 Douglas Mneis 
xiil vi. rod All our prayeris . . Mycht nowder bow that 
dowr mannis mynd. 1572 Satin Poems Reform, xxxviii. 
76 Our men are dour men. 1816 Scott Old Mort. vui, 

‘ He’s that dour, ye might tear him to pieces, and. .ne’er get 
a word out 0' him.’ 1854 Mrs. Gaskell North 4- S. xvii, 
Thornton is as dour as a door-nail ; an obstinate chap. 

Hence Dou rly adv with hard sternness, stub- 
bornly, obstinately; Doirruess, hardness of dis- 
position, obstinacy, sullenness. 

c 1375 Sc. Leg. Saints , Jacobus minor 337 Thai . . in to 
durnes ay abad. C147S Rauf Coil^ear 918 To ding thame 
doun dourly that euer war in my way. 1596 Dalrymple tr. 
Leslie's Hist. Scot. v. 281 And fercely had fochtne thame, 
and dourlie dantount. 1871 C. Gibbon Lack of Gold iv, 
‘ Give me those letters, father she said dourly. 1882 Sat. 
Rev. No. 1411. 629 Scotchmen .. have the same caution .. 
courage, and ‘ dourness' [as Yorkshiremen], 

Boura, var. Durra, Indian millet. 

Boure, obs. form of Dure, to endure. 
fBourlach. Sc. [app. a variant of Dorlach.] 
1 A short sword, a dagger * (Jam.). (? An error.) 

x8.. Scott (in Jamieson s.v.), In heraldry, Highland 
swords are called dourlachs. 1828 — F. M. Perth xvii, 
Manhood shall be tried by kisses and bumpers, not by dirks 
and dourlachs. 

Bousaine, -ayne, obs. forms of Dozen. 
Bouse (daus), sb. 1 Also 7 douze, 7- douce, 
dowse, 9 douss. [f. Douse v. 1 ] A dull heavy 
blow or stroke. 

ai6z$ Fletcher Nice Valour v. i, Souse upon Souse. 
Douces single. Justle sides. 1653-4 Whitrlocke Jml. 
Swed. Emb . (1772) I. 137 A dowse in the neck. *771 
Smollett^/Y umph, Cl. I. 3 June, He gave the young man 
a dowse in the chops. 1821 Scott Kenitw. xxx. The 
porter ..started up with his club, and dealt a sound douse 
or two on each side, a 1845 Barham Ingol. Leg., jerry 
Jarvis, 1 1 descended on her. .head in one tremendous dowse. 

t Bouse, dowse, sb. 2 Obs. [perh. subst. use of 
douse,* Dotjce sweet.] A sweetheart; a ‘ dear 
Also ironical. 

[a *3x0 Dame douse : see Douce a. 1.] c 1460 Towneley 
Myst. (Surtees) 104 Yit is she a fowlle dowse if ye com nar. 
*573 Tusser Husb. x , Who looketh to marrie must laie to 
keepe house, for loue may not alwaybe plaieing with douse. 

Bouse (daus), v. 1 Also 7- dowse, 8 dousse. 
[Of obscure origin : known only from 16th c. In 
sense 1, perh. related to MDu. dossen , or early 
mod.Du. doesen to beat with force and noise 
(Kilian) : cf, also EFris. dossen to beat, strike, 
punch, knock, and Ger. dial, dusen , tusen, tausen, 
etc. to beat, strike, butt (Grimm). Senses 2 and 3 


may be the same word ; cf. *■ to strike sail * ; sense 
4 is more doubtful, and may be distinct. All the 
senses belong to the lower strata of the language.] 
f 1 . trans. To strike, punch, inflict a blow upon. 
1559 Mirr. Mag., Hen. VI, iv, To death with daggars 
doust. 1730-6 Bailey (Folio), To Dotose . . to give one a 
slap on the face. 

2 . Naut. To strike (a sail) ; to lower or slacken 
suddenly or in haste ; to close (a port-hole). 

rour 


top-saile to salute him. 1629 — Trav. 4* Adv. xx. 40 Very 
civilly they doused [ printed dansed] their topsailes. 1769 
Falconer Diet. Marine (1789), Molir urn corde , to 
slacken, dousse, or ease off a tight rope. 1803 in Naval 
Citron. VII. 47 Douse the ports. 1828 Col. Hawker Diary 
(1893) I. 344 Forced to douse all sail and ease the engiue, 

8. To put off, doff. 

1785 Grose Diet. Vulgar Tongue s. v., Dowse your dog 
vane , take the cockade out of your hat. 1828 Col. Haw- 
ker Diary (1893) 1 . 332 The latter have doused their butter, 
churn boots. 1841 Thackeray Mem. Gortmnd. Wks. 1886 
XXIII. 357, I. .doused my cap on entering the porch. 

4 . To put out, extinguish, dout ( a light). 

1785 Grose Diet. Vulgar Tongue (Farmer), Dowse the 
glim -put out thecandle. 1824 W. Irving T. Trav. (1849) 
428 ‘Dowse the light’ ! roared the hoarse voice from the 
water. 1853 Kane Grinnell Exp. xxxiii. (1856) 294 At nine 
the deck-lantern was doused. 

5 . To throw down, table (money) ; »Doss v A 2. 

1797 G. Washington Let. Writ. 1892 XIII. 425 Asking 

opinions and requiring services, . without dousing my money. 

6 . To ‘ shut up stop, cease. 

1887 Hall Caine Deemster xxxni. 221 ‘Dowse that, 
Billy, and bear a hand and be quiet.* 

Hence Dou sing- vbl. sb . ; also Dou*ser, a heavy 
blow. 


1782 Franklin Wks. (1888) VII. 411 It was allowed.. to 
give him a rising blow. Let ours be a douser. 2837 Southey 
Doctor exxv. IV. 248 In common use among school-boys 
and blackguards., the threat of giving any one a dowsing. 

Bouse (daus),^. 2 Also 7 dou-, dowsse, douze, 
7- dowse, douce. [Appears ci6oo: origin un- 
known; perh. onomatopoeic; cf. souse. 

It is of course not impossible that it arose out of Douse v. 1 , 
though connexion is not obvious.] 

1 1 . trans. To plunge vigorously in water, or the 
like ; to immerse with force. Obs. 

x6oo Holland Livy xix. Epit. 391 Claudius Pulcher.. 
commaunded the sacred Pullets to be doussed and drenched 
over the head in the water. 1612 T. Taylor Comm. Titus 
i. 16 And dowse himselfe ouer head and eares in impietie. 
1643 Hammond Serm. vii. Wks. 1684 IV. 515, I have 
wash’d my feet in mire or ink, douz’d my carnal affections 
in all the vileness of the world. 1662 Stilungfl. Ortg. 
Sac?. 1. iv. § 11 To have heard the great noise the Sun used 
to make, .when he doused his head in the Ocean. 

2 . To throw water over; to water, to drench. 

1606 Holland Site ton. js. 1610 — Camden's Brit. 1. 420 
A stately place, .which Tanus with wandring streame doth 
dowsse. 1794 Wolcott (P. Pindar) Remonstr. Wks. III. 
368 Well dous’d by rushing rains. 1879 Seguin Black For. 
x. 164 Melusina’s haunt was thoroughly doused with holy 
water. 1893 Capt. King Foes in A nibush 26 Douse a dipper 
of water over him. 

8. intr. To plunge or be plunged into water. 

1603 Holland Plutarch's Mor. 344 They joy and strive to 
be doussing, badling, and diving together with them. 1664 
Butler Hud. n. i. 502 It is no jesting, trivial matter, To 
swing i’ th* air, or douce in water. 1872 Browning Fifine 
lxv, Sowse Underneath ducks the soul, her truthward 
yearnings dowse Deeper in falsehood ! 

Hence Doused ppl. a. ; Dowsing* vbl. sb., a 
drenching ; also Dou’ser, one who drenches. 

1788 M. Cutler in Life , Jrnls. 4 * Corr. (1888) I. 416 A 
shower came on, and gave us a severe dousing, x88x 
Henty Cornet of Horse vui, A copious dousing of his face 
and head with water. 1883 Gd. Words Aug. 544/1 The 
‘ doused ’ and the ‘ douser ' being at enmity. 

Bouse, var. of Douce a ., sweet. 

Bouse, Douser, etc. : see Dowse, etc. * 
Bousen, obs. form of Dozen. 

Bouseper(e)s, var. Douzepers, Obs , 

Douser: see under Douse vf and 2 . 
Bousing-chock, -rod: see Dowsing. 
Bouspyers, doussepers, var. Douzepers. 
Boussemer, obs. form of Dulcimer. 

+ Doust. Ohs. [perh. a var. of Douse sbA : cf. 
also Dust.] A firm blow, a punch. 

<2x625 Fletcher Nice Valour hi. ii. Then there's your 
souse, t your wherrit, and your dowst, Tugs on the hair, your 
bob o’ th' lips, a whelp on't ! Ibid. iv. i, How sweetly does 
this fellow take his dowst. 17x9 D’Urfey Pills III. 14 Our 
..Knight.. gave the Dragon such a doust. 

Boust(e, obs. form of Dust. 

Bout (daut), v. Now dial. Also 6 dowt, (7 
doubt, 9 dought). [Coalesced form of do out : 
see Do v. 49.] trans. To put out or extinguish (a 
fire or light). 

1S26 J. Rastell Hundred Merry Tales (1866) 2 Dout the 
candell and dout the fyre. 1574 Hellowes Gueuara's Fam. 
Ep. 357 If in the place of snuffing, we dowt the candel. 169s 
Alicia D’ Anvers Academia 15 It flies about And douts one's 
eyes and makes one cough. 2841 J. T. Hewlett Parish Clerk 
II. 141 Grist doughted his lantern. [In nearly every Dialect 
Glossary from Yorkshire to Isle of Wight.] 

Bout, sb. Now dial. la 6 dowt. [f. prec.] 
A douter or extinguisher. 

• XS73 in P. Cunningham Revels Acc. (Shaks. Soc.) 58 Bod- 
kyns and dowtes for Ughtes . .xiii d. 1579 Ibid. 160 Dowtes 
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for Candells, vj snuffers vj paire. 1876 Whitby Gloss., Dout , 
an extinguisher. 

Dout, -able, -ance, etc., obs. ff. Doubt, etc. 
Douteh, obs. form of Dutch. 

Doubter. No wdial. [f. prec. vb.] One who or 
that which douts or extinguishes ,* an extinguisher. 

1622 Naworth Honsek. Bks. 200 For 2 tynder boxeis and 
4 dooters, xxij*. 1798 T. J efferson Let. to J. Boucher 
23 Feb. (MS.), Dout, do out the candle— hence a Pair of 
Douters. 1828 Craven Dialect, Douter, extinguisher. 
Douter, obs. form of Daughter. 
t Bouth (dz?j>). Obs . Forms : 1 dusuj), -0$, 

2- 3 du 3 e 1 S, 3 du3©J>(e, duhetS(e, do:je]>(e, 
dowe)>, 4 doup(e, dup v e, douth. [OE. dugup, 
-op worth, virtue, excellence, nobility, manhood, 
force, a force, an army, people, OFris. duged (MDu. 
doghet , Du. deugd ), OHG. iugund MHG. tugent, 
Ger. tugend virtue, ON. dygp virtue, probity (Sw. 
dygd ; a Com. Germanic deriv. of dugan to be good 
or worth : see Dow t'.l] 

1 . Virtue, excellence, nobility, power, riches. 
(Xiooo Hymns iii. 24 (Gr.) Ealra du$e< 5 a dujuS, drihten 

hselend ! c x*7S Lamb. Horn. 103 Slew&e. .bid cure un^earu 
to elchere du3eoe. a 1225 Juliana 5 pe modi Maximien . . 
heiende heaciene maumez . . wi 5 heh duheSe. a 1250 Prov. 
Allfred 177 in O. E. Misc . 112 Dowethes louerd. 
b. Good deed, benefit. 

a 1000 Crist 601 Sec^en Dryhtne hone duguSa sehwylcre, 
c 1205 Lay. 10438 pa duieSe be he us dude whilen. 

2 . Manhood. 

a 1000 Andreas 152 (Gr.) Todaelan duguSe and seogoSe. 
a 1250 Owl 4* Night. 63 4 Lutle childre . . Do]? al ]?at in heore 
3eo3e]?e pat hi forletej? m heore du3e^e. 

8. Men collectively ; company ; army, retinue. 

O. E. Chron. an. 626 Se cining..wses gefullod . . mid 
eallum his dugoSe. a xooo Caedmon's Exod. 91 (Gr.) Dugoh 
Israhela. C1205 Lay. 28005 Du3eSe gon sturien. 13.. 
E. E. A llit. P. B. 597 pe dome of )?e douj?e for dedez of 
scharne. Ibid. 1367 Vche duk wyth his duthe & o|?er dere 
lordes. c 1340 Gaw. 4* Gr. Knt. 1815 pe douthe dressed to 
pe wod, er any day sprenged, to chace. <1x400-50 
A lexander 2627 Sone as ser Darie J?e deth of his douth sees. 
4 . Comb., as du$ede-wiht , -king, -mon. Also 
Duij splice adv., virtuously, worthily. 
c 1205 Lay. 16844 P at heo ma3en drihten du3eSliche haerien. 
Doutie, obs. form of Doughty. 

Doutro, doutry : see Dewtry. 

Douwere, -wir, var. Dower sb.^ Obs. 

|| Bouzaiue (dwzem). [Fr. = Dozen, q.v.] Tn 
the Channel Islands : A body of twelve men repre- 
senting a parish. Hence Bonzaimier (d? 7 zem«'i), 
(also 7-9 douzenierb a member of such a body. 

1682 Warburton Hist. Guernsey (1822) 63 The Douzeniers 
. .officiers . . chosen out of the. .men . . in the parish. x86a 
Ansted Channel Isl. iv. xxiii. (ed. 2) 521 Since 1844, the 
douzaines have been represented in the states by deputies, 
who are delegates rather than representatives. Ibid. 521 
note , In Guernsey, besides the douzainiers, two constables 
are elected by the rate-payers for each douzaine. 1889 
Clark's Guernsey News 10 May 4/5 Douzeniers sworn-in, 
Douze, obs. form of Douse v.% 

Douzen, obs. form of Dozen. 
f Douzepers (dzrzope^iz), sb. pi. Obs. or arch. 
Forms : 3 dosse pers, dosseperes, dozze pers, 

3- 4 dusze pers, 4 dousse pers, dosze-peres, 
duzze peres, duze pers, dussiperes, 4-5 dus- 
per(e)s, 5 dosipers, -perus, doseperys, dous- 
(se)pyers, dousepers, dozepers, duseperys, 
ducypers, dussepers, (doppe peres, dugeperes, 
duk-peris, dowchsperys, duchepers, -peiris), 
6 douseperes, dowsepers, -piers, dowsipers, 
dowsy peiris, (dyssypers, 7 Butcbpeeres), 
9 douze peers, douceperes ; also (without final s) 

3 duzeper, 5 dozepiere, duzepere. Rarely sing. 

4 doppeper, 4-5 doseper, 6 dowsypere, douce- 
pere, (douch-spere). [a. OF. douze (doce, duze) 
per(s, mod.F. douze pairs twelve equals, twelve 
peers. In English at length treated as one word, 
with a singular implying one of the class.] 

In the Romances, the twelve peers or paladins of 
Charlemagne, said to be attached to his person, as 
being the bravest of his knights. In History, 
applied to the twelve great peers, spiritual and 
temporal, of France, supposed to represent those 
attributed by the romances to Charlemagne. 

The historical twelve peers were orig. the Archbp, of 
Rheims, the Bps. of Laon, and Langres (ranking as dukes), 
the Bps. of Beauvais, Chalons, and Noyon (ranking as counts), 
the Dukes of Normandy, Burgundy, Aquitaine, the Counts 
of Toulouse, Flanders, Champagne. (See Du Cange s.v. 
Pares Francue.) m 

c 1205 Lay. 1622 Twelfe iferan. pa Freinsce heo cleopeaen 
dusze pers [CX275 dosseperes]. 4:1*75 Ppssion our Lordf 
in O. E. Misc* 37 Nis hit nouht of karlemeyne ne of pe 
Duzeper. c 1310 Flemish Insurr. in Pol. Songs (Camden) 
190 The Kyng of Fraunce . . anon Assemblede ne is dousse 
pers. C1330 R. Brunne Chron. Wace (Rolls) 160 1 P® 
twelue dosze-peres of pris. 13. . Coer de L. 12 Off Rowe- 
lond, and of Olyver And of every doseper. 1375 Barbour 
Bruce in. 440 The duk-peris [v.r. Dutch peeres: Wynt. 
4350 dowchsperys] wer Assegyt In-till egrymor. ^14®* 
Melayne 808 Erles, Dukes, & the xij duchepers Bothe 
barons and Bachelers. C1400 Rowland 4* O. 16 His 
dusperes doghety. CX430 Lydg. Min. Poems (Percy Soc.) 
25 Where been of Fraunce all the dozepiere \ *494 Fabyam 
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Wks. I. civ. (R.), [Charles Martel] chase xii. perys, which 
after some wryters, are callyd doseperys, or kyngs, of y J 
■which vi. were bisshopys, and vi. temporall lords. 1503 
Hawes Examp. Virt. vii. xcix. (Arb.) 26 Charlemayne 
kynge of Fraunce With his dyssypers Rowland and 
Olyuer. 1523 Ld. Berners Froiss. 1 . xxi. (R.), He was 
crowned by the assent of the twelve dowse-piers of Fraunce. 
cx$6o A. Scott Poems (S. T. S.) ii. 12 Wes nocht so duchty 
deidis Amangis the dowsy peiris. 1828 Scott F. M. Perth 
xvi, Oliver, man? nay, then thou art one of the Douze 
peers already. 1864 She at U Maud's Poems 350 King 
Charles with all his douceperes Across the ocean sailed. 

b. Applied to other illustrious nobles, knights, 
or grandees.. Also with sing. 

“l/iHoo Morte Arik. 66 At Carlelele a Cristynmese he 
haldes . . Wyth Dukez and dusperes of dyvers rewmes. 
a 1400 Gloss, in Rel. Ant, I. 8 Dolopes , dussiperes. <2x400 
Ociottian gj. 9 Ferst they sent out a doseper. c 1440 York 
Myst. xs.vi. 8 Nowdir with duke nor dugeperes. 1550 
Bale Sel. Wks. (Parker Soc.) 3x7 Prelates, priests, monks, 
doctors, and other spiritual dowsipers. 1590 Spenser F. Q. 
hi. x. 31 Big looking like a doughty Doucepere, 

Dove (d®v), sb. Forms : 3-4 duve, 4-5 dofe, 
douJ\e, douff(e, dowfe, douve, dowve, doo, (5 
doyf, 6 doffe), 4- dove, {Sc. 5- dow, doo, 6 dou). 
[OE. *dufe, not found (unless as first element 
in ddfe-doppa : see Divkdop) ; = OS. dfiba, 
OFris. duve ^MDu. diive, Du. duif') , OHG. tuba, 
tilpa (MHG. Mbe, Ger. taube), ON. ddfa (Sw. 
diifva, Da. due), Goth. d/ibo x—OTtct. weak 

fem. Perhaps a deriv. of dub- to dive, dip (see 
Dive) : ef. the analogous connexion of L. columba 
with Gr. tc 6 \vfx( 3 os diver, koXvjx/ 3 is diver (bird). 

In OE, the name was displaced by culufre : see Culver.] 

1 . A bird of the Columbidce, or pigeon family. 

Formerly, and still in dialects (dove, dow, doo) applied to 

all the species of pigeon native to or known in Britain, 
including the Wood-pjgeon, Ring-dove, or Cushat-dove, the 
Rock-dove or Rock pigeon, the Stock-dove, and the Turtle- 
dove ; but now often restricted to the last, and its congeners. 
Most of the exotic species are called pigeons, e.g. the 
Passenger-pigeon of America, dove being restricted to those 
which in appearance or habits resemble the turtle-doves. 
The dove has been, from the institution of Christianity, the 
type of gentleness and barmlessness, and occupies an 
important place in Christian symbolism : cf. sense 2. 

CX200 Trin. Coll. Horn. 49 BuSadmodealseduue. .Turtlen 
and duues. « 1300 Cursor M. 1901 (Cott.) [Noe] sent be 
dofe eftsith. Ibid. 10775 (Cott.) A duu [v. rr. dowe, doufe, 
dove] bat was fra heuen send, c 1380 Wyclif Semi, Sel. 
Wks, I. 78 The Spirit cam doun..and Jns Spirit was bis 
dowfe. 1388 — Prov. vi. 5 Be thou rauyschid as a doo fro 
the hond. <7x450 Holland Howlai 231 The Dow, Noyis 
messinger. 1481 Caxton Godfrey cxlvi. 219 They . . bonde 
thoo lettres to the tayles of the douues, and lete them flee. 
c 1550 Cheke Matt. iii. 16 He saw y« sprite of god coming 
down like a dow and lighting apou him. 1590 Shaks. 
Mids. N. 1. i. 171, I sweare .. By the simplicitie of Venus 
Doues. 1678 Ray Willughby’s Ornith. 180 The common 
wild Dove or Pigeon. 1712 Pope Messiah 12 And on its 
top descends the mystic Dove. 1842 Tennyson GardeneYs 
Dau. 88 Voices of the well -contented doves. 

b. With prefixed word defining the species, as 
ringed spring- dove. Blue dove ( Yorksh.), the 
Rock dove. Bush, dove, the Stock dove. Wre- 
kin dove [Salop), the Turtle dove. Also Cushat-, 
Ground-, Ring-, Rook-, Stock-, Turtle-, Wood- 
dove, etc., q.v. in their alphabetical places. 

<7x386 Chaucer Sir P hop as 59 The thrustelcock. .The 
wodedowue. <71532 Dewes Introd. Fr. in Palsgr. 91 1 The 
rynged dove, le ramier ; the stocke dove, le creuset. xB.. 
Whittier Hymns fr. Lamartine 1. vi, Thought after 
thought, ye thronging rise Like spring-doves from the 
startled wood. 1885 Swainson Prov. Names Birds 167 
Stock Dove (Columba arnas). Bush dove. Ibid. 168 Rock 
Dove ( Columba livid), also called .. Blue dove (North 
Riding). Ibid. 169 Turtledove ( T urtur communis ), it is 
also called in Shropshire, Wrekin dove, 

G. Green land-dove, sea- {turtle-) dove ~ Dovekie. 
Sea-dove , a kind of fish (see quot. 1 753 \ 

1678 Ray Willughby's Ornith. 326 The Greenland -Dove or 
Sea-Turtle. 2753 Chambers Gy cl. Supp ., Columba Green - 
landica . . called in English, the sea turtle dove. Ibid., 
Columba marina , the sea dove . . the name of an East Indian 
fish, and appearing to he a species of the orbis, or moon-fish, 
1885. Swainson Prov. Names Birds 218 Black Guillemot 
[Uria Grylle), from the great attachment shown, to each 
other by the male and female, .this bird has received the 
names : Greenland dove (Orkney Isles', Rock dove (Ireland). 

2 . fig, and transf a. Applied to the Holy Spirit. 

[In reference to Luke iii. 22, and parallel places.] 

[*3 ..Coer de L. 5671 On hys crest a douve whyte, Sygny- 
fycacioun off the Holy Spry te.] 1707 Watts Hymn, Come, 
Holy Spirit, heavenly Dove, With all thy quickening powers. 
17x3 Warder True Amazons (ed.2) 168 By thy sweet Dove 
now (from above) And always taught to pray. 1779 Cow- 
per Hymn , ^ Of or a closer walk,’ Return, OholyDove, return. 
1827 ICeble Ckr. Y., Whit-sunday iii, Softer than gale at 
morning prime, Hovered his holy Dove. 

b. A messenger of peace and deliverance from 
anxiety, as was the dove to Noah {Gen. viii. 8-12). 

1623 (title), The Essex Dove presenting the World with a 
few of her Olive-branches; or, a Taste of the Works of the 
Rev. John Smith. 1849 Lytton Caxtons 1. ii, He will be 
a dove of peace to your ark. 

e. A gentle, innocent, or loving woman or child ; 
also + an innocent or simpleton. 

1596 Shaks. Tam. Shr. iii. ii. 159 Tut, she’s a Lambe, 
a Doue, a foole to hirm 1771 Foote Maid ofB. Prol. Wks. 
1799 II. 200 The gaming fools are doves, the knaves are 
rooks. 1850 Tennyson In Mem. vi, O somewhere, meek 
unconscious dove, Poor child, that waitest for thy love ! 


d. An appellation of tender affection. 

c 2386 Chaucer Merck. T. 897 Rys vp my wyf, my loue, 
my lady free .. my dowue sweete, 0x450 Henryson Mar. 
Fab. 73 The caller cryed : Hald draught, my dowes. 
1535 Coverdale Song Sol. v. 2 O my sister, my loue, my 
doue, my derlinge. X602 Shaks. Ham. iv. v. 167 Fare you 
well my Doue. 1764 Foote Mayor ofG. 1. Wks. 1799 1 . 17J 
Shall I wait upon you, dove? 18x6 Scott Old Mort. vi, 
Is not that worth waiting for, my dow? 2855 Tennyson 
Maudi. xxii. 61 She is coining, my dove, my dear. 

3 . An image of a dove as a symbol of innocence, 
etc. ; also, the vessel enclosing the pyx formerly 
used in the East and in France. 

1513 More in Grafton Chron. (1568) II. 801 The Lorde 
Lisle Vicount bare the rod with the doffe, which signifieth 
innocencie. 1688 Lond. Gaz. No. 2309/3 Count Drascouitz 
bearing the Truncheon . . Count Erdeodi the Dove. 2849-53 
Rock Ch . of Fathers III. ii. 203 (Cent.) There generally 
were two vessels: the smaller one, or the pix.. the larger cup, 
or dove, within which the other was shut up. 1896 Daily 
Chron. 19 May 3/5 The Archbishop delivered the Sceptre to 
her [the Queen’s] right hand, a rod, with a dove on the top, 
being placed by him in her left, the ‘rod of equity and 
mercy ’. 

4 . Astron. Dove of Noah. (See quot.) 

1837 Pemiy CycL VII. 363/1 Columba Noachi (con- 
stellation), the dove of Noah, a constellation formed by 
Halley, close to the hinder feet of Canis Major. 

5 . Combinations. 

a. attrib., as dove-hut, - messenger , , - monger , 
-pinion, -taker, etc. ; instrumental, as dove-drawn, 
adj. ; similative and parasynthetic, as dove-form, 
-green, - grey ; dove-feathered, -footed, -robed, adjs. 

x6xo Shaks. Temp. iv. i. 94, I met her deity [Venus], .and 
her Son *Doue-drawn with her. 2878 P. Robinson My hid. 
Garden 205 The dove-drawn goddess. 1592 Shaks. Rom. <$• 
Jut. m. ii. 76 Rauenous *Doue-feather’d Rauen. 1820 Keats 
Lamia 1, 42 The God, *dove-footed, glided silently Round 
bush and tree. 1892 Miss Dowie Girl in Karp. 287 A 
huge bank of . . J*dove-grey cloud. 1650 Fuller Pisgak 
111. ix. 429 Purging of the temple from *dove-mongers. 
1552 Huloet, *Doue taker, columbarius. 

b. Special comb. : t dove-bird, the young of 
a dove, a young pigeon {obsS) ; dove-colour, a 
warm grey with a tone of pink or purple ; so 
dove-coloured ; dove-dock, the coltsfoot ; dove- 
flower — dove-plant ( Treas . Dot.) ; dove’s-foot, 
the plant Geranium molle , and some other small 
species of cranesbill ; dove-hawk, the dove- 
coloured falcon or hen-harrier ( Circus cyaneus) ; 
dove- plant, an orchid of Central America, Peri- 
steria data ; dove-tick, a blind mite parasitic 
on pigeons ; dove-wood, the wood of Alchornea 
latifolia, a euphorbiaceons tree of the West Indies. 

<7X200 Trin. Coll. Horn. 47 Two turtle briddes . gif hie 
was poure, two *duue briddes. C1440 York Myst. xli. 250 
We haue doyf-byrdes two. <71475 Piet. Foe. in Wr.- 
Wlilcker 760/43 Hie pi Ho, dowbyrd. 1598 Florio, Colom- 
bino , *doue colour. 1727-51 Chambers CycL, Columbine, 
a kind of violet-colour, called also dove-colour. 1825 J. 
Neal Bro. Jonathan II. 164 A *dove-coloured silk mitten. 
1812 J. Henderson Agric. Surv. Caithn. 84 (Jam.) The 
arable land was much infested with . .the *dove-dock. 1548 
Turner Names of Herbes 100 *Douefote, Geranium molle. 
1578 Lyte Vodoens 1. xxxii. 47 Doue foote, 1756 Watson 
in Phil. Trans. XLIX. 841 Doves-foot, or Doves-foot 
Cranes- bill. 1882 Garden xo June 401/3 The Dove plant 
..the beautiful Holy Ghost flower of the Spaniards. 

Dove, v, nonce-wd. [f. prec. sb.j trans. To 
treat as a dove ; to call f dove \ 

1864 Browning Too Late viii, Loved you and doved you. 

Dove (d<? u v), occasional pa. t. of Dive v. 
Dovecot, -cote (d0‘vk£?t). Also 6 dowcatte. 
Sc. doocot, dooket. [f. Dove sb. + Cot, Cote.] 
A house for doves or pigeons ; usually placed at a 
height above the ground, with openings for the 
doves to enter by, and internal provision for roosting 
and breeding. 

<7x425 Voc. in Wr.-Wiilcker 670 Hoc colntnbare, dowecote. 
a 1500 in Burton & Raine Heminbrough 390 A parcell of her 
plase to set a doufecot on. 1503 Sc. Acts Jas. IV (1597) 
§ 74 Parkes with Deare, stankes, cunningares, dowcattes. 
1607 Shaks. C<?r. v. vi. 1x5 Like an Eagle in a Doue-coat. 
1703 Maundrell Jotirn. Jerus. (1732) 3 You find here more 
Dove-Cots than other Houses. 1815 Scott Guy M. xxii. 
For the moor-fowl . . they lie as thick as doos in a dooket. 

fig. 1893 Ch. Times 6 Oct. 995/3 The flutter that has 
excited the journalistic dovecot. 

-f 2 . transf. A set or block of pigeon-holes. Obs. 

2652 Bp. Hall Invisible World 1. vi, If a man distressed 
with care for the missing of an important evidence, .shall be 
informed.. in what hole of his dovecote he shall find it hid. 

3 . Comb., as dovecot-breaker , - door , - pigeon . 

1847 Tennyson Princ. iv. 151 When some one batters 
at the dovecote-doors. 1861 W. BellZ?x< 7 /. Law Scot. s.v., 
Dovecot breakers, and stealers of pigeons. 1871 Darwin 
Desc. Man n. xiv. II. 118 Dove-cot-pigeons dislike all the 
highly improved breeds. 

Do*ve-ey:ed, a. Having eyes like a dove ; 
meek, gentle or soft-eyed. 

1717 E. Fenton Poems 38 (Jod.) Peace, Dove-eyed, and 
robed in white. 1826 Disraeli Viv. Grey ill, vi, Dove-eyed 
Hope. 1895 A. Dobson Sundial vii, A second lady. . 
Dove-eyed, dove-robed, and something wan and pale. 

Bo’vehouse. Also 5 duffehous, duffous, 
etc. A house for doves ; a dovecot. 

14. . Nom. in Wr.-Wiilcker 730 Hoc columbare, do wf hows. 
1463 Bury Wills (Camden) 24 The gardynes, berne, and 
duffous. 1530 Palsgr. 215 Dove bouse .. Duf house, colum- 
bier. 1615 G. Sandys Trav. 175 The sides cut full of holes 


(in manner of a doue-house). 2887 C. W. Boase Oxford 22 
There had been elm walks, .with dove-houses. # _ 
attrib . 259® Shaks. Rom. Jul. 1. iii. 28 Sitting in the 
Sunne vnder the Douehouse wall. 1807 Vancouver Agric . 
Devon (1813) 357 Overstocked with dove-house pigeons, 
b. fg. A small petty house or place. 

1523 Ld. Berners Froiss. I. ccclxi. 587 Howe is it .. that 
this peuysshe doue-house holdeth agaynst vs so longe ? 

Dovekie (dtrvki). Also doveca, -key, -ky, 
[Sc. dim. of dove: cf, lassikie , wzfkie, or -ockie 
(which are of 3 syllables), and see Dove i c, Dovie 
b.] An arctic bird, the Black Guillemot ( Uria 
Grylle'). 

1822 A. Fisher Jrnl. 27 Another species of diver was seen 
today, .it is called by the seamen, Dovekey. 1823 Scoresbv 
Jrnl. Whale Fishery 421 Colymbus Grylle— Tyste or 
Doveca. 1835 Sir J. C Ross Narr. 2nd Foy. liv. 693 The 
second dovekie of the season was seen. X859 M’Chntock 
Foy. Fox 95 Seals and dovekies are now common. 
Dovelet (darvlet). A little or young dove. 

2825 Southey Paraguay 3. 43 This dovelet nestled in their 
leafy bower. 1850 Blackie Mschylus II. 174 As the dove 
her dovelets nursing. 

Dovelike (darvbik), a. and adv. Like a dove ; 
after the manner of a dove. 

1577 tr. Bullinger's Decades (1592') 72 6 Doue-like sim- 
plicitie. 1667 Milton P. L. 1. 21 Thou [O Spirit] . . Dove- 
like satst brooding on the vast Abyss. 17x0 Pope Windsor 
For. 430 Where Peace .. scatters blessings from her dovelike 
wing. x8xo Cobbktt Hist. Reform, xiii. § 381 They have 
not always been in the same dove-like mood. 

Bo veling. [-ling.] A young dove ; also, a 
term of affection for a little child. 

a x6x8 Sylvester Mein. Mortalitie n. xlix, An old Sir 
Tameass . . to doat On Venus Dovelings. x888 Harped s 
Mag. Apr. 748, I will be thy little mother, my doveling. 
t jDo'Vely, Obs. [-LY L] Dove-like ; gentle. 
14.. Prose Legends in Anglia VIII. 183 Wi}> an aungels 
contenans and douvely sympilnes.se. a 1603 T. Cartwright 
Confut. Rltem. N.T. (1618) 300 The Douely spirit of God. 

Dover (d<? u, vai), v. Sc. and north . dial. [app. 
a frequentative of dial, dove in same sense ; cf. OK. 
dofung dotage, also ON. dofna , Goth, daubnan , 
to become heavy, flat, or dead,] 

1 . trans. To send off into a light slumber ; to 
stun, stupefy, rare. 

(But in first quot. it may be pa. pple. of the intr. sense.) 
15x3 Douglas AEneis vi. vi. 12 This is the hald rycht 
Of Gaistis, Schaddois, Sleip, and douerit Nycht. 2853 
Fraser's Mag. XLV 1 II. 695 The powder that dovers the 
unhappy off to sleep. 

2 . intr. 4 To slumber, to be in a state betwixt 
sleeping and waking ’ (Jam.) , to doze. 

1806 A. Douglas Poems 139 (Jam.) She was begun to 
dover. 1826 Scott Jrnl. 10 Dec., With great intervals 
of drowsiness and fatigue which made me, as we Scots say, 
dover away in my arm-chair. 1892 in Northumbld. Gloss. 

Dover, sb. Sc. and north, dial. [f. prec. vb.] 
*A slumber, a slight unsettled sleep ’ (Jam.) 

1820 Blackw. Mag. Nov, 203 (Jam.) My mother had laid 
down ‘ th’ Afflicted Man's Companion with which she had 
read the guidman into a sort o’ doven x88o J. F. S. Gor- 
don Bk. Chron. Keith 32 Get a dover in the day time. 
Dove-ship, nonce-wd . : see Dove and -ship. 
a 1656 Bp. Hall Serm. Beauty, $c. Church (T.), Let our 
dove-ship approve itselfe in meeknesse of suffering. 

t Do vess, dovese. Obs. [f. Dove j-A + ess.] 
A female dove. 

1432-50 tr. Higden (Rolls) V. 71 A dovese come and sate 
on his hedde 

Dovetail (ditrvt^l), sb. 

1 . Something in the shape of a dove’s tail. 

[ x6i6 Surfl. & Markh. Country Far me 436 Hang in 
some high place with a wire, or doues-tayle ofyron, a glasse 
vessel!.] 1703 Moxon Meek. Ex ere. 52 A Dufttail, is a 
Figure made in the form of a Doves-tail. 

b. spec. A tenon cut in the shape of a dove’s 
tail spread, or of a reversed wedge, to fit into an 
indenture or mortise of corresponding shape ; also, 
a mortise shaped to receive such a tenon. 

1674-91 Ray N. C. Words 22 A Dootle; a Notch.. Doo 
tail, i. e. Dovetail, because like a Pigeon’s tail extended. 
1793 Smeaton Edystone L. § 82 The blocks themselves 
were, .formed into large dovetails, .so as mutually to lock 
one another together. x88o Miss Bird Japan I. 64 Very 
beautifully joined by mortices and dovetails. 

2 . = Dovetail joint : A fastening or joint composed 
of tenons cut in the shape of an expanded dove’s 
tail, fitting into mortises of corresponding shape. 

1565-73 Cooper Thesaurus, Securicla. . A swallowe tayle 
or dooue tayle in carpenters workes, which is a fast rung of 
two peeces of timber or bourdes togither that they can not 
away. 1594 Plat Jewell-ho. m. 26 Make a foure square 
box . . close the sides Well with dove tailes or cement. 
1731-7 Miller Gard. Diet . s.v. Wine Press, These cross 
Pieces are placed upon the Posts which are joined into the 
Ground-plate by a Dove-tail. 1876 Gwilt Arckit . Gloss., 
Dove-tail, a joint . . is the strongest method of joining 
masses, because the tenon or piece of wood widens as it 
extends, so that it cannot be drawn out. 
b. Her. (See quot, 1766.) 

2688 R. Holme Armoury 1. 19 [This form of line] is 
termed patde or Dovetail, from a term of art used by the 
joiners. 1766 Porn v Elem. Her. Gloss., Dove-tail, term 
. .to denote a kind of Partition, wherein the two different 
Tinctures are set within one another, in such a manner, 
as to represent the form of the tails of Doves or Wedges 
reversed. 

3 . attrib. and Comb., as dovetail fashion , dovetail 
wise adv. ; of the shape of a. dovetail, as dove-tail 
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groove, key, mortise , rail, socket , tenon, wedge: 
employed in making" dovetails, as dovetail-cutter, 

- marker , -plane, -saw; dovetail-file, a thin file 
with a tin or brass back, like that of a dovetail saw ; 
dovetail-binge, a hinge having the outer edges 
of the leaves wider than the hinging edges; 
dovetail-joint, (a) Joinery : a tenon-and-mortise 
joint, in which the tenons are shaped like a dove’s 
tail;. (b) Anat.\ a serrated articulation or suture, 
as in tie bones of the skull; hence dovetail-jointed 
adj. ; dovetail-moulding. Arch,, an ornament 
consisting of a moulding arranged in the form of 
a series of figures like dove- tails; the triangular 
fret moulding; dovetail-plate (see quot.) ; dove- 
tail-wire, a wire wedge-shaped in cross-section. 

x88g Forint, in Waggonette 26 Sketch it and I dispose of 
our legs in ^dovetail fashion, 1776 G. Campbell Philos, 
Rket . U. 412 (R.) After the invention of *dove-tail joints. 
1848 C. C. Clifford Aristopk. Frogs 30 Well put together, 
*dovetail-jointed. 1853 Sir H. Douglas Milit. Bridges 
fed. 3) 323 Pieces of timber, .fastened together by ^dovetail 
keys and wedges. 1846 Parkier Gloss. Arch. (1875) 158 
'Mouldings .. the Double Cone, the * Dovetail, the Em- 
battled, [etc.]. c *850 Rudim. Navig, (Weale) 115 ^Dove- 
tail plates. Metal plates formed like dovetails, and used 
to confine the heel of the stern-post and keel together. 
1812-16 J. Smith Panorama Sc. if Art I. 107 The Move- 
tail-saw is used by joiners and cabinet-makers in dove- 
tailing drawers [etc.]. 1876 Routledge Discov, 24 A 

hammer face is attached to the bottom of the cylinder by 
a kind of ^dovetail socket. 1679 Evelyn Diary 23 July, 
Some of the rooms [were] floored *dove-tail-wise without 
a nail. 1793 Smkaton Edystone L. § 82 Cut dovetail-wise. 

Do vetail, v. [f. prec. sb.] 

1 . trans. To fi t together or join by means of dove- 
tails, or by a similar method. Const, in, into , to. 

1657 R. Ligon Rarhadoes (x 673^ 103 That the girders be 
strong, and very well Dove-tayld, one into^ another. 1765 
Ludlam in Phil. Trans. LV. 207 Into this is dove-tail’d 
the upright Tack KK. 1842-76 Gwilt Archit. § 2285 c, 
Steps and risers mitred to cut string, and dovetailed to 
balusters. 1855 Ramsbottom Obstetr. Med. 17 The bones 
are not dove-tailed into each other as in the adult. 

2 . fig . To unite compactly as if by dovetails ; to 
adjust exactly, so as to form a continuous whole. 

1815 Sporting Mar. XLVI. 71 The difficulty of dove- 
tailing the component parts of the farce into each other. 
1826 E. Irving Babylon I. iii. 213 We have, .as it were, 
dove-tailed it [book of Revelation] with the Prophecy of 
Daniel. 1861 Geikie E. Forbes x 293 The readiness with 
which Forbes had begun to dovetail zoology and geology. 

3 . intr. To fit into each, other, so as to form a 
compact and harmonious whole or company. 

1817 Keats Lett. Wks. 1889 III. 99 Several things dove- 
tailed in my mind, and at once it struck me what quality 
went to form a man of achievement. 1833 T. Hook 
Parson's Dan. hi. ix, 451 The guests did not seem to me to 
dovetail. 1886 Stubbs Led. Med. Mod. Hist. ii. 31 
The professorial and tutorial systems have not yet dove- 
tailed into one another. 

Hence Dovetailed fpl. a., fitted together or com- 
pacted by dovetailing; Dovetailedness, dove- 
tailed condition ; Dovetailing" vhl. sb. and ppl. a . ; 
also Dovetailer. 

1656 Blount Glossogr., Doitetaild, is a term among Joyners. 
1703 T. N. City § C. Purchaser 33 Fasten the .. pieces of 
Timber well together, .with. .Dove-tailing. 1775 Romans 
Hist. Florida 200 A comfortable house of square cypress 
timber, dove-tailed, 1821 T. D. Fosbroke Berkeley MSS. 
224 A very dove-tailing analogy. 1823 New Monthly Mag. 
VII. 2 Manufacturers of tragedy and dovetailers of melo- 
dram. 1825 J. Nicholson Operat. Mechanic 588 There 
are three sorts of dovetailing; viz. common, lap, and 
mitre, 1835-6 Todd Cycl. Anat. 1 . 736/1 [The cranial 
bones] are united . . by the dove-tailing of their edges. 
1838 Dickens Nick. Nick, xxiv, A kind of a universal dove- 
tailedness with regard to place and time. 1864 Sat. Rev. 
31 Dec. 789 A ‘dovetailed and tesselated * Cabinet. 

Do vetailed, a, [f. Dovetail sb. + -ed 2 ] 

1 . Having a tail like a dove ; shaped like a dove’s 
tall ; having a dovetail. 

1721 Perry Daggenh. Breach 53 There is no other way . 
to secure the said bad Ground but by driving Dovetail'd 
Piles. 1726 Lkoni Albertis Archit. 1 . 50/2 Cramps, .of 
Wood are . . secured by their shape, which is . . such . . that 
for resemblance, they are call’d Swallow, or Dove-tail’d. 
1838 Jas. Grant Sk. Land. 163 Some coal-heaver rejoicing 
in a dove-tailed hat, which overspreads his neck and shoulders. 

2 . Her. Broken into dovetails, as a dividing 
line ; cf. Dovetail sb. 2 b. 

1868-82 Cussans Her. ii. 

Dovie, dovey (dzrvi). [Dim. or pet-form of 
Dove : see -ie, -y.] A term of affection : Little 
or dear dove. b. A local name of the Dovekie. 

1769 Public Advertiser 18 May 4/2 The domestic Levies 
and Dovies. 18x9 Metropolis III, 252 My dearest love— 
lovey, dovey 1 1885 Swainson Prov. Names Birds 218 
Black Guillemot. .Sea dovie (Forfar). 

+ Bo’vish., a. Ols . [f. DovE-f-iSH.] Of or 
pertaining to the dove ; dovelike. 

x 537 Latimer Seym, bef. Convoc. 8 It is like the policie of 
the serpent, and is joyned with douish simplicitie. 1546 
Confut. N. Shaxton GivbfT,) Contempte of thys world, 
doveyshe simplicitie, serpentlike wysdome. 

Dow (dau\ v. \ Now Sc. and north. dial. Forms : 
Pres. t. 1 and 3 sing. 1. ddas, ddah [ = Goth, 
dank, OHG. tone, OS. dbg] ; 1-3 dej, 2 dash, 3 
deh, degh, 3-4 deih, 4-7 dowe, 5- dow (7 dou); 


in 3rd sing. 4 dowes, 8-9 dows ; plurcCi 1 duson. 

[ — OS. dugun, OHG. tugun ] ; 2-3 du^en, 4 dou- 
we(n, 4-7 dowe, 5- dow. Pa. t. 1 dohte 
[ = Goth. *dauhia, OHG. tohta] ; 3 douhte, 4 
dought(e, doht, doght, du}t, dught, 4- dought, 
dowed, Sc. 5- docht, doucht, dowcht, 6 ducht. 

[One of the original Teutonic preterite- present 
verbs (see Can, Dabe, May): OE. dugan to avail, 
be strong, good, worthy, of use, - OS. dugan, 
OFris. duga (MDu. ddghen, Du. deugen), OHG. 
tugan, (MHG. tugen, Ger. tangen ), Goth, dugan , 
ON. duga (Sw. duga, Da. due) OTeut. dugan. 
The original inflexion diag (:— OTeut. daug) of 
the singular present was in 14th c. supplanted by 
dow from the plural, the 3rd sing, being sometimes 
made dows. For the original pa. t. dohte (:— OTeut. 
duhta ) retained in Sc. as docht, dought, a levelled 
form doived is occasional from 14th c. Both forms 
are used by Scott in sense 5.] 
f 1 . intr. To be good, strong, valiant, vigorous, 
manly, virtuous. Only OE. 

Beowulf (Th ) 1057 Deah Su heaSo raesa gehwaer dohte. 
a xooo Father’s Instr. 4 tin Exeter BIS) Do a j>aette duge. 
a xooo Satan 283 (Gr.) Se Se his heorte deah. 

f 2 . To be valid, or of value ; to be worth or 
good for anything. Obs. 

c 1200 OrmIn 4872 Icc amm ]>a tt king hatt nohht ne dseh. 
a 1275 Prov. Mlfred 506 in O.E, Misc. 132 On him jm 
maist }?e tresten, yif [h]is tro}J>e degh. Ibid. 546. 133 
Hwile bine dases du3en. c 1300 Have l ok 703 A 1 he solde, 
bat outh douthe [— ouht douhte]. c 1320 Sir Tristr. 1126 
Neuer no dou3t him day For sorwe he hadde 00131. c 1330 
R. Brunnk Chron. (1870) 133 Thebald nouht ne deih. 
1508 Dunbar Tua Mariit Wemen 370 Eftir dede of that 
drupe, that docht nought in chalmir. 1530 Lyndesay Test . 
Papyngo 69 It dowe no thyng bot for to be deiectit. 1788 
W. Marshall Yorksh. Gloss., Dow, to. .be useful ; as ‘ he 
dows for nought he is good for nothing, 
f 3 . To be of use or profit to any one ; to avail. 
Chiefly impersonal. Obs. 

c 950 Linaisf. Gosp. Matt. xvi, 26 Hu set forSon dexmenn? 
a. xioo O. E. Chron. an. 1006 Bet him naftor ne dohte ne 
innhere ne uthere. a 1300 Cursor M, 10771 (Cott.) Quen 
ioseph sagh na hide ne dught [ rime broght], 13.. E. E. 
A llit. P. B. 374 No3t dowed bot b e deth in pe depe stremez. 
Ibid. C. 50 What dowes me he dedayn, ofcer dispit make? 
c 1400 Destr. Troy 5001 Iff yow do )>us in dede, hit doghis 
the bettur. 1513 Douglas YEneis vm. Prol. 1 Of drefiing 
and dremis quhat dow it to endyt ? 1590 R. Bruce Serm. 
on Sacr. G vij. Gam.l So this argument dow not. 

+ 4 . To be good, fitting, or proper for any one ; 
to become, befit, behove. Usually impers. 

a 1225 Leg. Hath. 2228, & biburiede hire as hit deh 
martir. ax 225 Jtiliana 51 Milde and meoke..as meiden 
deh. to beonne. a 1225 Alter. R. 420 Swuch hiug h et <>u ne 
deih forto habben. 14.. Twiddle's Vis. 907 As wemen 
doght. c 1450 Merlin 47 Blase axed what he dought to do. 

5 . To have the strength or ability, to be able (to 
do something\ 

a 1300 Cursor M. 23771 (Cott.) Fight he aght ai quils he 
dught, and fle quen he langer ne moght. a 1400-50 Alex- 
ander 4058 Vnde[d]Iynes to dele I dowe be na ways. 
1500-20 Dunbar^ Poems xviii. 14 Thocht he dow not to leid 
a tyk. 1573 Satir. Poems Reforzn. xxxix. 38 Scho . . 
dang the frenchmen, quhilk we docht not do, 1637 
Rutherford Lett. (x%6d) I, 203 Ye may not, ye cannot, ye 
dow not want Christ. 1645 Munim. Burgh Innne 1x891) 
II. 58 Our inhabitants who ducht not win away by sey. 
1724 Ramsay Tea t. Misc. (1733) I. 2 She doughtna let her 
lover mourn. 1786 Burns Earnest Cry $ Prayer Postscr. 
iii, They downa bide the stink o* powther. 18x6 Scott 
An tig. xxiii, I never dowed to bide a hard turn, o’ wark in 
my life. 1818 — Hrt. Midi, xxiii, As well as a woman in 
her condition dought. 

6. To do well, thrive, prosper. 

1674 Ray N. C. Words 13 To Daw or Dou : to thrive.. 
Hell never dow, i. e. He will never be good, a 1758 A. 
Ramsay Poems 11877) II. X74 Unty’d to a man.. We never 
can thriveor dow. x8xx Willan W. Riding Gloss. (E.D.S-), 
Don, dan, to do well, to prosper. 1855 Robinson Whitby 
Gloss., March grows Never dows. 

Hence D owing ppl. a., f valiant, virtuous {obs.) ; 
thriving. 

exx 75 Lamb. Horn. 109 Swa swa ban alden bihouaS 
du3ende )>ewas. c 1205 Lay. 4123 Dunwale pat was j> e 
du3ende mon. 1825 J amieson s. v., A dowing bairn. 

t Dow, ^. 2 Obs. Also 4 -5 doue, dowe. [a. F. 
doue-rp 12 th c.) L. dotdre to portion out, bestow, 
f. dos, dot-em dowry.] 

1 . irons. To enrich with property ; - Endow 2. 

1297 R. Glouc. (1724) 520 And the churche ifounded in 

a mory place, called Muryfelde, and Idowed of the pryuy- 
lege of the citee by kyng Henry. 1362 Langl. P. Pi. A. 
xv. 519 Constantyn , . holykirke dowed With londes and 
ledes. 1382 Wyclif Exod. xxii. x6 He shal dowe hir and 
he shal have hir to wijf. 1403 York Manual (Surtees) 
p. xvi, Wyth my gyftys I dow the. 1483 Caxton Gold. 
Leg. 431 l’he abbay of royalmonte whyche he founded and 
dowed with grete reuenewe and rentes. 

2 . To invest with something ; -Endow 3 a. 

<7x420 Anturs of Arth. Hi, Here I doue the as Duke. 

c 1450 Mirour Saluacioun 3750 She was dowyd with eterne 
cristis ffruyeionne. 

3 . To bequeath, give as an endowment. 

c 1374 Chaucer Troylus v. 230 O lady myn, .To whom for 
eueremo myn herte I dowe. 

Hence Dowing pbL sb., endowment, dower. 

1382 Wyclif Exod. xxii. 17 He shal ijeeld the money after 
the maner of dowyng that maydens weren wont to tak. 


c 1450 Mirour Saluacioun 4323 Dampned sawles and the 
bodies shal haf no swilk dowyng. 

BOW (dau), vA Sc. and north, dial. [Deriv. 
doubtful ; possibly a Sc. form of Dull v. or a Me! 
*doll-en: cf. Dowie -dolly, Dully.] 
intr. To lose brightness or freshness; to fade; 
to become dull or musty; to fall into a sleepy 
state. Chiefly in pa. pple. Dowed, dow’d, be- 
come dull, faded, etc. 

1502 Ord. Crysten Men (W. de W, 1506) v. iv. 386 People 
blynded and dowed in theyr synnes. 1653 Dorothy 
Osborne Lett, to Temple ix88-<> 59 I was so tired with my 
journey, so dowd with my cold. 1737 Ramsay Sc. Prov. 
(1776) 21 (Jam.) Cast na out the dow’d water till ye get 
the fresh. CX746 J. Collier (Tim Bobbin) View Lane. 
Dial, Gloss., Dowd, flat; dead; spiritless. 1845 Ainslik 
in Whist le-bmkie (Sc. Songs' Ser. iii. 05 The day begins to 
dow. 1853 Ballantine in Whist le-otnkie (1890) jfl. 292 
As dowed the outward rind The core it grew the dearer. 
1875 Lane. Gloss. , It’s as dowd as dyke wayter. 
f Dow, vA Obs. [Used by Caxton to render 
MDn. duwenl] trans. To press/squeeze, wring. 

1481 Caxton Reynm-d _(Arb. > 61, I dowed f/r duw 'ede] 
the cony bytwene his eeris that almost I henamme his lyf 
from hym. Ibid, iii The sore wryngyng that the foxe 
dowed [duwede] and wronge his genytours. 

Dow, obs. form of Dough ; Sc. var. of Dove. 
Dow, earlier and more correct form of Dhow. 
1799 J. Jackson fount, from India 3 Observed a dow in 
chase of us. Ibid. 5 A large Arab dow. 

Bowable (dcurab’l), a. Law. [a. AF. dowable, 
f. F. douer to portion, Dow v.-] Capable of being 
endowed; entitled to dower. 

[1292 Britton v. i. § 5 Femmes dowahles desterres et des 
tenementz.] 1535 Act 27 lien. VIII, c. xo. § 7 Her 
husbandes tenementes or heveditamentes, whereof she was 
before dowable. 1613 Sir H. Finch Law (1636)36 If the 
heire indow the ancestors wife, though she were not dow- 
able, yet she shall hold in dower. 1767 Blackstone Comm , 
II. viii. 131 A seisin in law oi the husband will be as 
effectual as a seisin in deed, in order to render the wife 
dowable. 1858 Ld. St. Leonards Handy Bk. Prop. Law 
xviii. 13 1 Is my wife dowable of any part of it ? 
t Bow'age* Obs. rare . [a. obs. F. douage 

dowry, f. douer : see prec.] Dower, dowry. 

1538 Leland It in. II. 55 A Park wont to be yn dowage to 
the Quenes of Englande. 1608 Merry Devil Edmonton in 
Hazl. Dodsley X. 220 Thy revenues cannot reach To make 
her dowage of so rich a jointure As can the heir of wealthy 
Jerningham. 

j* Hence Dowageable a. Obs. rare, dowable. 
1655 Gayton Charity Triumph. 7 Your Virgin, whom I 
shal labour to make as famous as your Honour has made 
her Dowagable. 

Dowager (dau-Algoi). Also 6 do-, dou-, 
dowagier, douager. [a. OF. douagere, -iere, 
douaygere , dowaigiere , doagiere widow enjoying a 
dower, fem. of douaigier, etc. ( = mod.F. douairicr) , 
f. douage dower + -ier, -er 2 2.] 

A woman whose husband is dead and who is 
in the enjoyment of some title or some property 
that has come to her from him. Often added to 
the title so enjoyed, as princess queen-dowager, 
dowager-duchess, - queen , -lady, etc. 

(App. first used of Mary Tudor, widow of Louis XII ; 
then of Catherine of Arragon, styled ‘ Princess Dowager’.) 

1530 Palsgr. Ep. to Hen. VIII, Your, .most entirely be- 
loved suster queue Mary douagier of F ranee. 1542 Fabyan's 
Chron . Contn. vn. 700 In January dyed lady Katherine 
princes dowager {printed -yer]. 1558 F orrert Grysilde Sec. 
U875) 93 They gaue her to name Ladye Douager. 1590 
Shaks. Mids. N. I. J. 157, I haue a Widdow Aunt, 
a dowager, Of great reuennew. 1613 — Hen. VIII, n. iv. 
180 Respecting this our Marriage with the Dowager Some- 
times our Brothers Wife, a 1674 Clarendon Hist. Reb. 
xin. § 154 The two Dowagers, his mother and grandmother, 
having great joyntures out of the estate. 1701 Land. Gas. 
No. 3745/2 She was accompanied by the Dutchess of Savoy, 
her Mother, and by the Dutchess-Dowager. 1754 Hume 
Hist. Eftg. I. xii. 277 He espoused Eleanor, dowager of 
William Earl of Pembroke. 18 09 Naval Chron. XXII. 276 
Mrs. Innes, Dowager, of Sandside. _ 1867 Freeman Norm. 
Conq. (r8y6) I. vi. 4x1 A marriage with their dowager aunt, 

f b. Loosely used. (In Draylon, app. » 4 lady 
holding in dower’.) Obs. 

i6n Speed Theat. Gt. Brit, xxxii. (1614) 63/1 Kathren of 
Spaine, wife and dowager to K. Henry the eight, a 1631 
Drayton Eng. Hist . Ep., As Charles his daughter. .As 
Henry’s Queen. .By France’s conquest and by England’s 
oath, You are the true made dowager of both. 

c. familiarly. An elderly lady of dignified 
demeanour. 

1870 Dickens E. Drood iu, Like the legendary ghost of 
a dowager in silken skirts. x88i Rita ’ My Lady Coquette 
v. Anxious dowagers are giving longing glances at the pro- 
vision-basket. 

d. transf. and fig. Of men or animals. 

28x9 Metropolis III. 71 Our . dowager generals, those wbo, 
from old men are scarcely better than old women. 1840 
Lady C. Bury Hist, of Flirty iv, A couple of stout post- 
horses were, .preferable to their own quiet dowagers. 

Hence {nonce-wds.) Dowager v. intr., to play 
the dowager ; Dowagerdom, Dow agerhood, 
Dowagerism, Dowagership ; Dowage*rian, 
Dowagerisb, Dowagerly ''.mips,"' 

1733-4 Mrs. Delany Autobiog <5* Corr. (1861) I. 426 Bury 
hint decently in Westminster, and enjoy the dowagership 
| most gallantly. *825 J. Jekyll Z-^. 6 Oct in Corr. (1894) 
15a, I dowager daily in the carriage. 1843 'Tails Mag. X. 

| ' 2L6 Sober dowagerly entertainments. 1848 Thackeray Van. 
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Fatrxlvi, Mansions that have passed away into Dowagerism. 
1891 Btackw. Mag . CXLIX. 553/1 The well-preserved 
dowagerhood of Hampton Court, 

Dowannee, obs. var, of Df/wani. 

Dowarie, -ry, obs. forms of Dowry. 

Dowb, Dowbart, obs. ff. Due v., Dulbert. 
Dowbill, -b 3 e, -bul, etc., obs. ff. Double. 
Bowcare, obs. Sc. form of Ducker, diver. 
Dowcemere, obs. form of Dulcimer. 
l>owcet(e, obs. forms of Doucet, Dulcet. 
Dowche, Dowehery, obs. ff. Dutch, Duchery. 
Dowchsperys, corrupt f. Douzepers, Obs . 
Dowd, (daud), sbO [Of uncertain origin. 

The ME. rimes with shroud show that the ME. vowel was 
(«) - Fr. ou or OE, H ; this separates it from Dow vS (which 
besides appears later); it also eliminates Wedgwood's sug- 
gestion of connexion with dawdle and Sc. dawdle* The 
mod.Sc. dooda (d?rda) may be related.] 

A person, usually a woman, whose dress and 
appearance are devoid of smartness and brightness. 

c 1330 R. Brunne Citron. Wace (Rolls) 1 1255 , 1 trowe her 
were many doude pat proudly spak for noble schroude. 
c 1425 Wyntoun Cron. in. 793 In sege a sot to se, Or do 
a dowde in dignite. c 1460 Toiuneley Myst. (Surtees) 312 
If she be neuer so fowlle a dowde, With hir kelles and hir 
pynnes.. The shrew hir self can shrowde. 1542 Udall 
Erasm. A poph. 309 b, To begette soche foule babies and 
oule faced doudes. 1607 Breton Murmurs C vij, Doest 
thou being Faire murmure at the preferment of a foule one 
and in thy rage call her foule Dowde ? 1814 Mad. D'Arblay 
Wanderer III. 199, I go such a dowd here, that it’s enough 
to frighten you. 

f Dowd, sb . 2 Obs . or dial. A woman’s cap or 
night- cap. 

1749 R, Goadby Carew (ed. 2) 42 Having, .pinn’d a large 
Dowde under his Chin. Ibid. 223 He. .puts on a long Dowde. 
1808 -80 J amieson, Doud, a kelled mutch, or woman's cap 
with a caul, considered as a dress cap. 1847-78 Haluwell, 
Dowdy a night-cap. Devon. 

Dowd, clowed, ppl . a. : see Dow vR> 

Bowdily (dcur dili), adv. [f. Dowdy a. + -ly 2.] 
In a dowdy fashion. 

1887 T. A. Trollope What I remember II. ix. 156 The 
two girls, .were dressed exactly alike and very dowdily. 

Dowdiness (dau*dines). [f. Dowdy a. + 
-ness.] The quality of being dowdy; shabby 
ugliness of dress or personal appearance. 

1842 Emerson Nat., Transcendent . Wks. (Bohn) II. 290 
The Beautiful, .appears to us the golden mean, escaping 
the dowdiness of the good, and the heartlessness of the 
true. 1862 Trollope Or ley F. xii, There was nothing of 
the dowdiness of the lone lorn woman about her. 

Dowdy (dau'di), sb. and a. Also 6 doudie, 7 
dowdie, 7-9 doudy. [A deriv. of Dowd. 

(It would be natural to regard the adj. as the primary 
form, from Dowd sb. with suffix -y as in need-y, etc. ; but 
the sb., being known earlier, may be a diminutive formation, 
as in daddy , and the adj. an attributive use.)] 

A. sb. A woman or girl shabbily or unattrac- 
tively dressed, without smartness or brightness. 

1581 Rich Farerv. Milit. Prof.y If plaine or homely, wee 
saie she is a doudie or a slut. 1592 Shaks. Rom. % Jul. 11. 
iv. 42 Dido, a dowdie : Cleopatra, a Gipsie. 1660-1 Pepys 
Diary 8 Mar., Among others the Duchesse of Albemarle, 
who is ever a plain homely dowdy, a 1700 B. E. Diet. 
Cant. Crew, Doudy, An ugly coarse hard favored Woman. 
*774 Anne Granville in Mrs. Delany's Carr. Ser. n. II. 
49 Her hair not . .suffered to grow too low on her forehead 
..it makes all the children look like dowdys. 1883 Besant 
All in Garden Fair 1. ii, To be gracious and sympathetic 
. .you must be nicely dressed ; a dowdy cannot he gracious. 

B. adj. (Almost always of a woman or her 
dress.) Shabbily dull in colour or appearance ; 
without brightness, smartness, or freshness. 

1676 Shadwell Virtuoso m, Little dowdy strumpets. 
1684 T. Burnet TJi. Earth n. 221 Female angels, .of a far 
more charming beauty than the dowdy daughters of men. 
1774 Anne Granville in Mrs. Delany's Carr. Ser. it. II. 48 
A very dowdy fashion. 1865 Trollope Belton Est. i, 
A thick black silk dress, .not rusty or dowdy with age. 
1869 — • He knew xcvii, A plain, silent, shy, dowdy young 
woman. 1887 R. N. Carey Uncle Max xxx. 238 In your 
nurse’s livery, .black serge, and a horrid dowdy bonnet. 

Dowdyish, (dcurdijf), a . [f. prec. sb. + -ish.] 
Somewhat dowdy ; inclined to dowdy ism. 

1817 Byron Beppo Ixvi, A fifth’s look’s vulgar, dowdyish, 
and suburban. 1854 Hawthorne Eng. Note-Bks. II. 71 
The girls were all dressed in . .a very dowdyish attire. 

Bowdyism (dcurdhiz’m). [f. as prec. + -ism.] 
The character or quality of a dowdy. 

1859 O. W. Holmes Prof. BreakfA. vi, Dowdyism is. . 
an expression of imperfect vitality. xS 6 a A ll Year Round 
No. 71. 495 A sorry sort of dowdyism in the matter of 
female finery. 

Dowee (dau t f ). [f. Dow v . 2 + -EE : cf. F. doud 
endowed.] A person endowed or holding a dower. 

1865 Nichols Britton I. 272 The dowee may answer by 
herself. 

Dowel (dau el), sb. Forms ; 4-6 dowle, 7-8 
doul(e, 8 dowl, (dole), 9 dowel, -ell. [Of 
doubtful derivation ; perh. answering to MLG. 
dovej Ger. dob el, MHG. tiibel, OHG. tubili ping, 
tap (of a cask, etc.). Still closer in form is OF. 
doelle, douelle barrel-stave, dim. of mod.F. douve 
in same sense ; but the transference of sense is un- 
explained.] 

1 . A headless pin, peg, or bolt, of wood, metal, 
or other material, serving to fasten together two 


pieces of wood, stone, etc., by penetrating some 
distance into the substance of the connected pieces. 

c 1340 Cursor M. 21270 (Fairf.) )>e quelis ar ioyned with 
mam a dowle. 1388 Wyclif i Kings vii. 33 The extrees. . 
the spokis and dowlis [1382 felijs ; Vulg. modioli ] of the 
wheelis. 1483 Cath. Angl. 105/1 A Dowle of a whele; 
sieliio. 1794 W. Felton Carriages (1801) I. 112 The felly 
with the pins or dowels on the end, by which it is kept 
secure at the joints. 1863 Sat. Rev. 15 Mar. 303 An im- 
mense block of stone.. bolted into sockets in the masonry 
below by bronze dowels fixed into its lower face. 1876 
Gwjlt EncycL Archit. Gloss., Dowel, a pin of wood or iron 
used at the edges of boards in laying floors to avoid the 
appearance of the nails on the surface. 

2 . A plug of wood driven into a wall to receive 
nails ; a dook. [Ger. dobel, dilbel.] 

1S64 in Webster. 1874 in Knight Diet. Meek. 

3 . Comb., as dowel-bit, a boring-tool of semi- 
cylindrical form terminating in a conoidal edge ; 
also called a spoon-bit ; dowel-hole, a hole into 
which a dowel is or may be inserted ; dowel-joint, 
a junction formed by means of a dowel or dowels ; 
dowel-pin « sense 1 ; dowel-pointer, a tool for 
pointing or chamfering the ends of dowels ; dowel- 
ways adv. , in the manner of a dowel. 

a 1661: Fuller Worthies in. (1662) 20 Having every stone 
. .shaped Doule-wayes, or in the form of a Cart-nail. 1707 
T. N. City 4- C. Purchaser 187 They cleave these Bolts 
(with their Dowl-Ax) by the Felt-grain. 1743 Lond. 
\ Country Brew. 11. (ed. 2) 108 There are Joints, down- 
right Pegs, or Dole-pins. 1885 Academy^ 21 Nov. 326/1 
The floor has raised edges, in which are visible the dowel- 
holes to hold wooden panels. 

Dowel (dcurel), v. [f. prec, sb.] trans . To 
fasten with a dowel or dowels. 

17x3 Warder True Amazons 108 You must doule or nail 
together on the under Side, 2 Boards. 179a Ace. Buggesses 
in Ann. Reg. 66 Dowling the planks together, as coopers 
do the parts that form the head of a cask. 1883 Gore in 
Glasgcnv Weekly Her. 7 July 2/7 These [columns] are 
not cemented but dowelled with iron clamps in the 
centre. 

Hence Dowelled ppl. a., D ©welling vbl. sb. 

1823 P. Nicholson Pract. Build. App. 76 To lay dowelled 
floors. 1879 Cassell's Techn. Educ. 111. 183/2 The method 
of uniting boards in a flat surface, called ‘dowelling*. 

t Do-well* Obs. [f. Do v. + Well adv.] The 
action of doing well ; well-doing. (In Langland 
freq. personified, together with Do bet. Do-best .) 

1362 Langl. P. PI. A. viii. 156 pe preost. .diuinede J>at 
Dowel Indulgence passede. Ibid. 158 Dowel on Domesday 
Is digneliche I-preiset. 1377 Ibid. B. ix. 12 Dobet is hir 
damoisele sire doweles dorter. 1628 Gaule Pract. The. 
Panegyr. 52 His Doe-well to vsward exceeds our Say-well 
of him. 

Bowelle, obs. form of Dwell. 

+ Dowen, ppl. a . Obs. [app. for dollen , dolven , 
pa. pple. of Delve.] Buried. 

c 1450 Mirour Saluacioun 1484 Cristis fiesshe dede & 
dowen nevere to corrupcionne slade. 

t Dower, sb. l Obs. Also dover, douwere, 
douwir, dwer, duer. [Cf. OF. douvre, var. of 
douve ditch, dyke, * caverne que les habitants des 
bords de la Loire creusent dans le roc pour s’y 
loger.’] A burrow (of rabbits, or the like). 

1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. xvin. Ixviii. (1495) 824 
Conyes . . make them dowers and dennes vnder erthe. c 1420 
Pallad. on Husb. iv. 654 Outher in gourdis grene Make 
euery fige a douer in to crepe, c 1440 Promp. Parv, 128/2 
Dower yn the erthe (dovwerc, H. douwir, P.), cuniculus. 
c 2490 Ibid. 235/2 (MS. H), Dowere, or deen. 

Bower (dau- 31 ), sb . 2 Forms ; 4-6 dowaire, 
-ayr(e, dowere, 5 dowar, dowyer, 6 douare, 
dore, doore, 6-7 dowr(e, 4- dower, [a. OF, 
douaire , doaire, douayre, ad. late L. dotdrium 
(Du Cange), f. L. dot-em dower, dptare to endow.] 

1 . The portion of a deceased husband’s estate 
which the law allows to his widow for her life. 
Tenant in dower, the widow who thus holds land, 
t Lady of dower, dowager lady. 

[1292 Britton 1. vi. § 5 Et voloms qe les femmes as felouns 
ne tiegnent nule terre en dowayre de nul tenement qe lour 
fust assignee par teus barouns.] 2439 D. E. Wills (2882) 
115 Her part and dowyer of my godes. 1470-85 Malory 
A rthur v. xii, The kyng .. assigned certayn rentes for the 
dower of the duchesse ^ Sc for her children. 2523 Ld. 
Berners Froiss. I. cclxix. 399 He was before the castell 
of Perides, where as the Lady of Dowaire was. 1528 
Test. Ebor. (Surtees) V. 267 To Margarete, my wif, hir 
hoole dore of all my landes. a 2626 Bacon Max. fy Uses 
Com. Daw (1636) 58 Yet he was not such a tenant as to be 
seized of the land, so as his wife could have dower. # 1767 
Blackstonf. Comm. II. vii. 116 The wife of the tenant in tail 
shall have her dower, or thirds, of the estate-tail. Ibid. 229 
Tenant in dower. 2879 Hesba Stretton Through a 
Needle's Eye II. 40 Of course it will be burdened by a 
dower of £ 500 a year to our mother. 

2 . The money or property which the wife brings 
to the husband ; = Dowry 2. 

c 1386 Chaucer Clerk's T. 751 Thilke dowere that ye 
broghten me Taak it agayn. 1483 Caxton Cato G iv b, 
Thou oughtest not to take a wyf ne to coueyte hyr for hvr 
dowayr. 2548 Hall Chron., Hen. VIII (an. 19) (R.) He 
offereth to take to wife, Elianor Quene Dowager of Portyn- 
gall, without any dower, yea, in hir kirtell. 2601 Shaks. 
All's PVell v. iii. 328 Choose thou thy husband, and He pay 
thy dower. 2794 Mrs. Radcliffe Myst. Udolpho xiii, She 
. . offered to give Emily a dower. 2869 Lecky Europ. Mor. 
II. L 83 Epaminondas’was accustomed to ransom captives 
and collect dowers for poor girls. 


fb. transf. Money or value given by the man 
to his bride's relatives for her ; « Dowry 3. Obs. 

2382 Wyclif Gen. xxxiv. 22 What thing ordeyne Y shal 
3yue ; eche ge dower, and aske ge giftis. .oonly gyf ge to me 
this damesele to wijf. 1635-56 Cowley Davideis iii. 938 
He. .A double Dowre, two hundred Foreskins brought. 
2792 Cowper Iliad ix. 180 From him I ask No dow’r, my- 
self will such a dow’r bestow As never father on his child 
before. ___ 

3 . fig. Endowment ; = Dowry 4. 

02375 Myrour of Lewed Men (MS. Egerton 927') In thea 
four dowers sal tbi body be sa parfit. 1413 Pilgr. Sonde 
(Caxton 1483) v. iii. 94 Subtilite Clerte Inpassibilite and 
Agylyte ben cleped the dowerys of the body, 2592 Davids 
Immort . Soul Ded. iii. The richest Mind, both by Art’s 
Purchase, and by Nature’s Dower. 1807 Wordsw. White 
Doe Rylstone vn. 282 A mortal Song we sing, by dower 
Encouraged of celestial power. 1871 J. Miller Songs 
Italy (1878) 50 She was damned with the dower of beauty, 

4 . Comb., as dower-house, -land. 

2862 H. Marryat Year in Sweden 1. 418 The dower-lands 
of the Princess Mary. Ibid. II. 400 A dower-house built 
for Countess Christina. 2880 Mrs. Oliphant He that will 
not xxxviii, There was a dower-house .. to which perhaps 
it would be well for her to retire. 

Bower (dairax), v. [f. Dower sb. 2 ] 

1 . tra?is . To give a dowry to ; to endow. 

2605 Shaks. Dear 1. i, 207 Will you . . Dow’rd with our 
curse. .Take her? 2847 Lytton Ducretia 43 When she 
marries, I will dower her. 1883 S. C. Hall Retrospect II. 
366 Amply dowered, .her suitors were doubtless many, 
b. To give as a dower or dowry. 

1814 Byron Det. to Moore 14 Oct., Part of them are 
settled on her; but whether that will be dowered now, I do 
not know. 

2 . To endow or furnish with any ‘gift talent or 
power of mind or body. 

1793 Southey Triumph Woman 46 Three youths whom. 
Nature dower’d with every grace. 1830 Tennyson Poet 
i, The poet .. Dower’d with the hate of hate, the scorn of 
scorn. 1884 Daily Nexus 7 Feb. 3/2 The volcanic peaks .. 
were dowered with soft reds and deep purples. 

3 . intr. To take or receive dower. 

2848 Wharton Daw De x. 196/2 The widow cannot dower 
out of estates of joint-tenants, because of the right of sur- 
vivorship. Ibid., She may dower out of the same [land]. 
Hence Dowered ppl. a. 

a 1756 West Phineus (Seager) I led Your dower’d sister 
to my spousal bed. 2822 Scorr Nigel iii, Taking a pretty, 
well-dowered English lady. 

Doweral, a. rare. [f. Dower sb . 2 + -al.] Of 
or pertaining to a dower ; dotal. 

2782-2 Potter Euripides' Ipkig. v. 659 (R. Suppl.) Take 
the dow’ral gifts Brought with me for the Virgin. 

f Boweress. Obs. Also 6 do wares (se, 9 
dowress. [f. Dower, with fern, suffix -ess. Cf. 
jointress.] A widow holding a dower ; Dowager. 

2519 in Hall Chron. (1809)602 The. .Kyng of Englande. . 
with his bedfelowe the Quene, and his Sister the dowares of 
France. 2828 Cruise Digest (ed. 2) I. 292 Before the aboli- 
tion of military tenures, the dowress was attendant on the 
heir, .for the third part of the services. 2823 P. Nicholson 
Pract. Build. 287 Some misunderstanding has subsisted 
between the noble doweress and the present proprietors. 

Bowerless (dau-ailes), a. [f. Dower sb 2 4- 
-less.] Without a dower ; portionless. 

1605 Shaks. Dear 1. i. 259 Thy dowrelesse Daughter. 
2768 Sir W. Jones Solima 46 Ye friendless orphans, and ye 
dowerless maids. 1864 Boutell Heraldry Hist. Pop. 
xiv. 139 The Princess being absolutely dowerless. 

Bowf, douf (dauf), a. (sb.) So. and north, dial. 
Also 6 dolf, (8 doof). [The 16th c. form is con- 
stantly dolf, but it is prob. that the ol here (as in 
1 6th c. rolp = rope. Roup, nolt — nowt, nout, ON. 
naut) merely stands for ow, and that dowf is 
etymological. Perh. a. ON, dauf-r deaf; cf. Du* 
doof deaf, benumbed, faint. The notions of ‘deaf* 
and 1 dull 9 frequently interchange: cf. Du. dof ‘hol- 
low, smothered, dull, faint, heavy related to doof.] 

A. adj. Dull, flat ; wanting in spirit or energy ; 
inactive, spiritless. Of sound : Dull, flat, hollow. 

1523 Douglas JEneis iii. iv. 97 Dolf wox thair spretis. 
Ibid. v. vii. 59 The dasyt bluid. .Walxis dolf and dull throw 
myne vnweildy age. 2560 Rolland Crt. Venus 1. 4x3 Thy 
dolf hart for dredour ay deuaillis. 2722 Ramsay Prospect 
Plenty x, How dowf looks gentry with an empty purse ! 
2785 Burns Sec. Ep , to Dapraik iv, Her dowff excuses pat 
me mad. 1814 Scott Wav. xliii, The lad can sometimes 
be as dowff as a sexagenary like myself, 
b. Comb., as dowf-kearted {do If-). 

1513 Douglas AEneis ix. ii. 50 The dolf hartit Troianis. 

B. sb. A dull spiritless fellow. 

c 2430 Lydg. Min. Poems (Percy Soc.) 56 To have a galle, 
and be clepid a douffe. [2724 Ramsay Gentle Skeph. iv. i. 
He get her ? slaverin doof !] 

Hence Dowf v. irons., to make ‘ dowf’, deprive 
of energy. Dow fness, dullness ; want of spirit 
*523 Douglas AEneis xi. xiv. 21 Huge dolfnes, and 
schamful cowardice. x8x8 Hogg Brownie of B. II. 38 
(Jam.) There was a kind o’ doufness and melancholy in bis 
looks. 1838 I as. Struthers/W*V Tales 77 Auld agedouffs 
down the spirit. 

Dowghter, Dowghty, obs. ff. Daughter, 
Doughty. 

Bowie, dowy (daud, do-wi), a. Sc. and north, 
dial. Also 5-6 dolly. [The identity of dow/e 
with 1 6th c. dolly appears to be proved by the 
treatment of the two as variants in Gawain 
Douglas. Probably a deriv. of ME. dot, doll, OK 
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dot, Dull, with -y or -ly ; cf. also Dully, used 
in same sense, and OE. hdl, hdlig, holy.] Dull 
and lonely, melancholy, dreary, dismal. 

1:508 Dunbar Tua Marti t Wemen 412 Now done is my 
dolly nyght, my day is vpsprungin. 1513 Douglas JEneis 
vn. Prol. 51 The dowy diuhis [ed. 1553 dolly dikis] war 
all donk and wait. Ibid. x. iv. 73 The dolly tonys [ed. 1553 
dowy tones] and lays lamentabill. Ibid. xm. x 102 And 
end his dolly dayis, and dee. c 1581 Sempill Complaint on 
Forioun 171 In Striuiling toun, out of his dowie den. .thai 
fyrit him m his nest. ? 16 . . The Dowie Dens of Yarrow 
XV, (in Minstr. Sc. Border), She kiss’d them, till her lips 
grew red, On the dowie houms of Yarrow. 1724 Ramsay 
Tea-t. Misc. 1x733) L 26 What dowy hours I thole by your 
disdain. 1790 Burns Highland Harry ii, I wander dowie 
up the glen, a 1851 Moir Poems , Disenchantment xiii, 
The dowie dens of Yarrow. 1890 Scot. Liberal 14 Feb. 11 
Dark valleys and dowie dens of ignorance. 

Hence Dow ily adv., Dowlness. 

?i7 .... Twa Brit hers xi. in Child Ballads (1884) n, xlix, 
439/2 Sae dowilie alane. 1801 Macneill Poet. Wks.( 1844) 
107 Lying down do wylie, sighed by the willow tree. 

Do wing, vbl. sb. and ppl. a. ; see after Dow v. 
Bowk, var. Dauk ; obs. form of Duck. 

Bowl (daul). Obs . exc. dial. [Origin uncertain. 
Perhaps in some way related to Down sb? Prof. Skeat 
suggests OF. double vox. of do tile, douille&d). ‘soft, tender’, 
sb. ‘ that which is soft.’ But there is no evidence that the 
OF. word had any corresponding application ] 

One of the filaments or fibres of a feather; 
the soft fine feathers or fur of birds or beasts j 
down, fluff. 

? c 1400 Plowman’s T. in. (R.), The griffen . . swore by 
cockis herte and blode He wold him tere every doule. 
1610 Shaks. Temp, in, iii. 65 As well . . as diminish One 
dowie that’s in my plumbe. 1601 H umanc Industry (T.\ 
A certain shell-fish, .called Pinna, that bears a mossy dowl, 
or wool, whereof cloth was spun. Ibid. 93 Such trees as 
have a certain wool or dowl upon the outside of them, as 
the small cotton. 1845 De Quinciiy in Tati's Mag. XII. 
758 No feather, or dowl of a feather, but was heavy enough 
for him. 1879 Miss Jackson Shropshire Word-bk., Dowl , 
3. the downy fibres of a feather . . 2. The light downy sub- 
stance which collects under beds and about bedroom floors. 
Dowl, obs. and dial. f. Dool boundary mark; 
obs. form of Dowel. 

Bowlas (dairlas). Also (?5 douglas), 6 dolas, 
6- 7 do alas, 6-8 dowlass, 7 dowlace, -lasso, 8 
doulace. [Named from Daoulas or Doulas , S.E. 
of Brest, in Brittany, like the associated lockeram 
from Locronan or Locrenan in the same vicinity.] 

1. t a* A coarse kind of linen, much used in the 
16th and 17th centuries. Obs . b. Now applied to 
a strong calico made in imitation of this. 

[1493 Will of Dolyng of Taunton (Somerset Ho.\ A fyne 
pece of douglas.] 1529 Act 21 Hen. VIII , c. 14 (title) Of 
what length and bredth euery whole peeceand halfe peece of 
dowlas and lockeram, brought into this realm, shall be. 
153 6 Act 28 Hen. VIII, c. 4 § 1 Brttaine, where the said 
linnen Cloth called Doulas and Lockeram is made. 1543 
Ludlow Ckurchw. Acc, (Camden) 15, ix elles of dolas .. to 
make ij. new albus. 1596 Shaks. i Hen. IV, nr. iii. 79 
Doulas, filthy Doulas . . they haue made Boulters of them. 
<33640 Day Pari Bees ix. (3881)58 Dowlasse for saffron- 
bags. 3657 R* Ligon Barbadoes (3673) 10 9 Some other 
sorts of Linnen, as Holland or Dowlace. 1696 J. F. Mer- 
chant's Ware-ho. 8 Dowlas from France, .being prohibited 
and forbidden . . therefore shall proceed with Dowlas from 
Hamborough. 1760 Foote Minoru. (1781 > 47 A large cargo 
of Dantzick dowlas. 1835 Ure Philos. Manuf 79 Kincar- 
dine . . In weaving dowlas, household linens, and a few 
woollens, 700 men are employed. 3882 Beck Draped s 
D iet., Dowlas . . The name is still perpetuated in a strong 
calico made in imitation of the linen fabric. 

2 . attrib. Made or consisting of dowlas. 

1550 in Strype Eccl. Mem. II. 1. App. QQ, A yard of 
dowlas linnin cloth gd. 2739 ‘ R. Bull * tr. Dedekindns ' 
Grobianus 3 Throw o’er your Dowlass Shirt a Morning 
Gown, 1837 J. F. Cooper Recoil. Europe 1 . 38 The Channel 
waterman wore the short dowlas petticoat. 

Dowie, obs. f. Dole sb Dool 1 , Doolie, Dowel. 
Bowless (dau-les), a. Sc. [f. Dow vP + -less : 
cf. Ger. taugenichts .] Without strength or energy ; 
feeble; infirm. 

3788 Picken Poems 50 (Jam.) Winter’s dowless days. 
Ibid, 55 (Jam.) Dowless fowk, for health gane down, a 1810 
Tannahill Poet. Wks. (1846) 48 Dowless eild, in poortith 
cauld, Is lanely left to stand the stoure. 

Bowly (dairli), a. and adv. North . dial. Also 
5 dauly, 5-9 dawly. [Perh. a doublet of Sc. 
Dowie, in 1 5-1 6th c. dolly , to which it is exactly 
equivalent in meaning. The phonology is opposed 
to its association with Doly a., from Dole sbP In 
use from the Scottish Border to N. Lincolnshire.] 
A. adj. Doleful, miserable, gloomy, lonely. 
<73400 Destr. Troy 13937 He fell to ]>e ground All dowly, 
for dole, in a dede swone. 1674-93 Ray H. C. Words 22 
Dowly, melancholy, lonely. 1833 Willan W. Riding Gloss » 
(E.D.S.), Dowly , dawly , lonely, sorrowful. 3832 Stephen- 
son Gateshead Local Poems 105 When trade grows slack 
then I Feel my lot quite dowly. 3863 Holme Lee A. 
Warleigh I. 95 ‘It is a dowly, dowly spot, that it is 1885 
Chamb. Jrnl. 575 * Ah sir, it was a dowly day for me*. 

t B. adv. Sadly, dolefully, lamentably. Obs. 
c 3400 Destr. Troy 870 Thou dawly bes dede, and 1 to 
doll broght. Ibid. 9522 Ded men full dauly droppit to 
ground. Ibid. 9595 Then Deffibus dauly drogh vp his Ene, 

+ Bowment. Obs. [f. Dow v.a + -ment : perh. 
originally in AF.] The act of endowing, endow- 
ment ; the giving of dower. 


1552 Huloet, Bowment, dowre and dowrie. 3574 tr. 
Littleton’s Tenures 9 a, There is two other manner of 
dowers, . . dowemente in the church doore . . dowement by 
the fathers assent. 3628 Coke On Litt. 39 b, Such dowment 
cannot be, but where a iudgement is gmen in the Kings 
Court. 

Down (daun), sbj Forms : 1 ddn, 2-4 dun, 
4-5 doun(e, 4-7 downe, 4- down. [OE. drift 
fern., hill = ODu. ditna (MDu. drine , Du. duin, 
whence mod.LG. dime sandhill, F. dune'). Sup- 
posed to be of Celtic origin : cf. OIr. drift hill, 
hill-fort, Welsh din, and place-names in -dunum. 

Since dihia must have been in use at an early date in the 
West Germanic dialects of Batavia and Lower Saxony, it 
is doubtful whether the word was brought by the Saxons 
from the continent, or adopted, after their settlement here, 
from the Britons ; the former alternative is favoured by the 
exact correspondence in form and gender of the OE. and 
ODu. words, and by the fact that in local nomenclature 
OE. dim seems to have been confined to the Saxon area. 
It is, however, in English only that the word has given rise 
to an adverb and a preposition : see below.] 

fl. A hill. Obs. (exc. as blending with 2). 

0. E . Citron, an. 661 And ^ehergeade Wulfhere Pending 
0]? <Esces dune. 973 Blickl. Horn. 27 He hine lsedde upon 
swi]>e hed dune, c 1000 Ags. Gosp. Matt. xxi. 1 And com. . 
to Oliuetes dune, a 1175 Cott. Horn. 225 Hit ofer-stah aalle 
duna. c 3290 S. Eng. Leg. I. 307/256 Bi nigte ope hei^e 
dounes. a 1300 Cursor M. 7186 (Cott.) Sampson . . bar j?e 
yates o }?e tun. And laid }?am on a hei dun. a 1400-50 
A lexauder 4045 Darke in dennes vndire dounes. 1653 H. 
Cogan tr. Pinto’s Trav. xlix. (1663) 194 A Creek, .on the 
South side of the Island and invironned by a Down or Hill. 

2 . An open expanse of elevated land ; spec., in//., 
the treeless undulating chalk uplands of the south 
and south-east of England, serving chiefly for pas- 
turage; applied to similar tracts in the colonies, etc. 

1297 R. Glouc. (1724) 144 He wende. .to )?e downe of Am- 
bresbury. _ 1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. xiv.xlv. (1495)483 
A downe is a lytyl swellynge or arerynge of ertbe passynge 
the playne grounde, .and not retchyng to hyghnesse of an 
hylle. 1470-85 Malory Arthur xxi. iii, An hondred 
thousand layed deed vpon the down. 1563 B. Googe 
Eglrgs iii. (Arb.) 42 To take my sheepe, and dwell vpon the 
downe. 3610 Shaks. Temp. iv. i 81 My boskie acres, and 
my vnshrubd downe. 1646 Evelyn Mem. (3857) I. 229 
Downs of fine grass, like some places in the south of 
England. 2670 Narborough Jrnl. in Acc. Sev. Late Voy. 
1. (2721) 22 As bare as the Grass-Downs in England. 1777 
Phil. Trans. LX VI I. 386 Turf, equal to any of the finest 
on our sheep downs. 2842 Penny Cycl. XXIII. 343/2 They 
[tracts of poor land] are . . left in down, and produce excel- 
lent pasture for the small sheep known as South Down 
sheep. 2856 Emerson Eng. Traits , Stonehenge Wks. 
(Bohn) II. 123 On the broad downs . . not a house was 
visible, nothing but Stonehenge. 1862 Stanley Jew. Ch. 
(1877) I- iii. 53 The undulating downs of Gilead. 

b. Frequent in alliterative association with dale : 
dale and down , low land and upland. 

c 22oo, a 2300, c 2386 [see Dale sb. 1 3]. c 1440 Gesta Rom. 
lxii, 220 (Harl. MS.) Thou sbalt go by downys and by 
dalys. 1522 World $ Child in Hazl. Dodsley I. 250 All is 
at my hand-work, both by down and by dale. 1810 Scott 
Lady of L. 1. xxx, By dale and down We dwell, afar from 
tower and town. 

3 . A sand-hill, Dune. 

2523 Ld. Berners Protss. I. cxlv. (R.) Other by the downes 
by the sea syde, or elles aboue by the highe way. a 1608 
Sir F, Verb Comm. 88 The space betwixt the sea and the 
sand-hills or Downs, was commanded by the said hills. 
2677 W, Hubbard Narrative (1865) II. 51 Sorely wounded 
on Sawco Sands or Downs. 2750 Carte Hist. Eng . II. 
470 Over the downs of sand by the sea side. 1837 Penny 
Cycl. IX. 337 Downs or Dunes are little hillocks of sand 
formed along the sea-coast. .Downs sometimes intercept the 
flow of water to the sea. 

4 . The Downs : the part of the sea within the 
Goodwin Sands, off the east coast of Kent, a famous 
rendezvous for ships. (It lies opposite to the 
eastern termination of the North Downs.) 

a 1460 Gregory’s Chron. in Hist. Coll. Citizen Lond. 
(Camden) 178 The vyntage come by londe ynne cartys unto 
London fro the Downys. 2548 Hall Chron., Hen. VI 
(an. 38) 175 b. Sir Simon Mondford . . was appoynted 
to kepe the downes, and the five Fortes. 2666-7 Pepys 
Diary 2 Jan., To send all the ships we can possible to 
the Downes. 1773 Cook First Voy. Concl. (R.), About three 
[we] came to an anchor in the Downs, and went a-shore at 
Deal. 1778 Eng. Gazetteer , Downs, a road on the coast 
of Kent, through, which ships generally pass, in going out 
and returning home. It is 6 miles long between the North 
and South Foreland. 

5 . Applied to a superior breed of sheep, raised on 
the chalk downs of England. Cf. Southdown. 

2831 Lincoln Herald 21 Oct. iA Prime young Downs sell 
at 4J. to 5s. 184a Penny Cycl. XXIII. 345/2 A heavier sort 
of sheep, a cross between the Somerset and the Down. 

6 . aitrib. and Comb. (Also Downland L) 

1807 Southey Espriella’s Lett. I. 47 Here we left the 
down country, and once more entered upon cultivated 
fields. # 1826 im Cobbett Rur. Rides II. 293 The down- 
farms in Wiltshire. 2876 Helps Study Bible 235 s.v. Grass, 
The bare down-grass of the limestone hills of Judaea. 
Down (daun), sb.* Also 4-7 downe, 5-6 
dawne, 5-7 doun. [a. ON. dun, nom. drinn , 
down, sedar-drin, eider-down, Sw. dun, Da. duun , 
whence LG. drine, Ger. daune, dune.] 

1 . a. The first feathering of young birds, b. 
The fine soft covering of fowls, forming the under 
plumage, used for stuffing beds, pillows, etc. 

£1369 Chaucer Dethe Blaitnche 250 Of downe of pure 
doves white. 1465 Mann. # Househ. Exp. 321 Paid for 


lij. pelewes of downe, vij .s. vuj d. 2530 Palsgr. 22 ■ 
Downe of any youg byrd e,follet. 2600 Hakluyt Voy. 11 1. 
267 (R.) Soft beds of downe or feathers. 2621 Shaks*. 
Wint. T. iv. iv. 374 This hand, As soft as Doues-downe* 
and as white as it 2747 Gent l Mag. 272 Iseland. .Hence 
come the finest downs, which are the plumage of a bird 
called Aidur or Eider. 2870 Yeats Nat . Hist. Comm. 309 
The development of feathers is always preceded by that ot 
down, which constitutes the first covering of young birds. 

fig. 1634 Ford P. Warbeck in. ii, Must 1 break from the 
down of thy embraces, To put on steel. 2750 Johnson 
Rambler No. 74 F 7 To lull him on the down of absolute 
authority. 2827 Pollok Course T. v, The silken down of 
happiness complete. 

2 . Applied to substances of the same nature or 
appearance : a. The hair as it first shows itself on 
the human face, or the like. 

2580 Baret Alv., Donne, .the soft haires,or mossinesse in 
the visages of young folkes. 2597 Shaks. Lover's Compl. 93 
Small show of man was yet upon his chin: His phoenix 
down began but to appear. 2697 Dryden ALneid via. < R. ) 
The callow down began To shade my chin, and call me first 
a man. 1874 Burnand My time xvi. 236 Floyd stroked 
the down on his upper lip. 

b. The pubescence on some plants and fruits ; 
the soft feathery pappus of some seeds. 

c 2420 Pal lad. on Husb. xi. 2x0 He. .most pike away the 
downe of al the tre. 2551 Turner Herbal 1. B iv b, 
Alopecurus . . hath . . a great thycke and busshyeare full of 
longe downes. 2652 Culpepper Eng. Physic. 284 The 
Cotton or Doun of Quinces. 1796 H. Hunter tr. St. 
Pierre’s Stud. Nat. 11799) L 223 There is not a down 
upon a plant, .but what has it’s utility. 1862 Miss Pratt 
Flowtr. PI. I. 6 The Calyx . . is at first a mere ring, which 
ultimately becomes the pappus or down. 

c. Any substance of a feathery or fluffy nature. 

1626 Bacon Sylva 560 Down ox Nap cometh of a subtile 

Spirit, in a Soft or Fat substance. 2758 A. Reid tr. 
Macqner’s Chym. I. 240 Nitre . . effloresces . . on their sur- 
face, in the form of a crystalline down. 1832 Brewster 
Optics xii. 201 The blackness of the surfaces arose from 
their being entirely composed of a fine down of quartz. 

3 . attrib . and Comb., as down-bed, -head, -pillow, 
-plumage ; also down- covered, -headed, -like, -shod, 
-soft, aetjs. ; down-beard, the pappus of the thistle ; 
down-thistle, Onopordon Acanthium (Britten Sc 
Holland) ; down-tree, the cork- wood, Ochroma 
Zagoptts', down- weed, Filago germanica (Miller). 

. *843 Carlyle Misc., Dr. Francia 12872) VII. 18 Like an 
idle globular *downbeard. 2602 Chester Love's Mart., 
Cantoes xxxix. Loving in such a *downe-bed to be placed. 
1692 Locke Educ. (1693) 2 4 A tender weakly constitution is 
very much owing to Downe-Beds. a 2847 Eliza Cook Winter 
is here iv, *Down-covered peaches. 1822 Clare Vilt. Minstr. 
1 1 . 32 He . .perch’d on the *down-headed grass. 2835-6 Todd 
Cycl. Anat. I. 747/1 The hairs . . becoming finer and more 
*down-like as they descend. 2863 Miss Braddon J. March - 
mont III. i. 6 [He] raised himself amongst the *down 
pillows. 2624 R. Tailor Hog hath lost Pearl v. in Hazl. 
Dodsley XI. 485 The *down-soft white of lady’s tempting 
breast. 2640 Parkinson The at. Boi. Index (Britt. & Holl.) 
*Down Thistle. 1562 Turner Herbal 11. 11b, Cottenwede 
..maye be called in English *Downewede because the leafe 
broken is lyke Downe or cotton. 

Bown, sbA [Down adv., used subst, as a 
name for itself, or elliptically for * downward 
motion.’] 

f 1 . The burden of a song. (Cf. Down adv. 26.) 

2622 Cotgr., Refrain dlune Balade, the Refret, burthen, 
or downe of a Ballade. 2656 Blount Glossogr., Refret , the 
Burthen or Down of a Song or Ballad. 

2 . A going down, a descent ; a reverse of fortune. 
Usually in phrase ups and downs. 

2720 Brit. Apollo II. No. 203. 3/2 Wit has her Up’s and 
Downs. ^ 2844 Dickens Mart. Ckuz. xvi. Fraudulent 
transactions have their downs as well as their ups. 2872 
Black Adv . Phaeton xxvii, The ups and downs of this 
route. 

3 . Dominoes. (See quots.) 

1870 Hardy & Ware Mod. Hoyle, Dominoes 92 He who 
draws the domino containing the smallest number of pips, 
wins ‘the down’; [i.e.] he wins the privilege of playing first. 
Ibid. 0 4 In leading ‘ the down ’ from a hand consisting of a 
high double and several light dominoes, lead the double. 

t 4 . slang. (See quots.). Cf. Down adv. 22. Obs. 

281a J. H. Vaux Flash Diet, s.v,, A down is a suspicion, 
alarm, or discovery, which taking place, obliges yourself 
and palls to give up or desist from the business.. to put 
a. down upon a man, is to give information of any robbery 
or fraud he is about to perpetrate, so as to cause his 
failure or detection. 2822 D. Haggart Life Gloss. 171 
(Farmer) Down , alarm ; rose the down, gave the alarm. 

5 . colloq. A tendency to be ‘ down upon 1 ; a 
grudge. 

2893 J. A. Barry Sieve Brown’s Bunyip 193 More es- 
pecially had they a ‘down ’on people who wore a goatee 
and snuffled when they talked. 2894 Mrs. H. Ward 
Marcella I. 310 Westall has a down on him. 2895 Westm. 
Gaz. 23 May 2/2 There is a remarkable ‘ down ’ on coercioa 
just now in Europe. 

6. A cry of down with ; see Down adv. 25 b. 

1889 Times (weekly ed.) 23 Dec, 27/4 The others. . at once 

raised ‘ hurrahs * for him. .and ‘ downs ’ for the Ministry * # 

Bown (daun), a. [Down adv. used attrib. with 
verbal sbs. as leap, or by ellipsis of some par- 
ticipial word, as running, directed.] 

1 . Directed downwards ; descending. Alsoyff. 

2647 H. More Song of Soul 11. iii. m. xxxi, Binding all 
close with down-propensities. 2791 ‘Gambado* Ann. 
Horsem. ix. (1809) 107 A down leap is not so very 
dangerous. 1858 Advt . in Skyring's Builders' Prices , 
Eaves gutters and down pipe. 2883 Gentl. Mag. July 54 
He passed from the up to the down bow in those long 
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cantabile notes. 1894 Hall Caine Manxman 24 A down 
line for every stone weight up to eight stones. 

b. Of looks or aspect : Directed downwards. 

c 1565 Lindesay (Pitscottie) Chron. Scot. 388 (Jam.) The 
kingis doun look at thame. 1580 Hollyband Treas. Ft. 
Tong % Regarde /ire basse, doune looke. 1604 T. M. Black 
Bk. (Cent. Diet.) A down countenance he had. 1637 K- 
Monro Expedit. 1. 63 (Jam.) Fearing . . the down-looke or 
frowne of his officers. 1687 Loud. Gas, No. 2223/4 A low 
stature . . grey eyes, and a Down-look. 011727 Black all 
Wks. (1723: I. 158 True Religion does not consist in a 
peculiar Garb . .in a down Look. 

e. Of a train or coach : Going * clown \ i.e. 
away from the central or chief terminus ; in Great 
Britain, from London. Hence transf Of or per- 
taining to down trains, as the down platform . 

1851 Ojftc. Catal. Gt. Exkid. I. 249 The signal . . dis- 
tinguishes an ‘ up ’ from a 4 down 1 train. 1878 F. S. Wil- 
liams Midi. Railw. 656 To go down to the roadside station 
..and see the down mail pass. 1885 Law Times Rep . 
LI I. 622/2 To cross the line to the down platform. 1890 
Boldrewood Colonial Reformer (1891) 131 The up coach 
leaving and the down one just coming in. 1892 Daily 
Nevus 17 Oct. a/8 Pneumatic tubes between this Central 
Office and post offices in the City and West-end, some of 
them having 4 up ’ and ‘down ’ tubes. 

2 . In a low condition of health or vitality, rare. 

1690 W. Walker Idiomat. Anglo-Lat. 319 An old down- 
man \depontanus}. 2885 Fitzpatrick Life T. N. Burke 
II. 225, A friend who visited [him] on one of his ‘down- 
days’ [= days of sickness]. 

f 3 . Downcast, dejected. Ohs. (exc. predicatively; 
see Down adv. 18). 

1645 Quarles Sol. Recant, ii. 24 Goe winde the Plummets 
up Of thy down spirits. 

f 4 . Downright, positive. Ohs. 

26x7 Fletcher Valent inian 1. i, After my many offers . . 
And her as many down-denials, a 1619 Fotherby A theont. 
it. iii. § 4. (1622) 220 He being named from his downe 
Being, I am. [1830 Galt Lawrie T. 11. v. (1849) 57 He .. 
talked even down, nonsense.] 

Down (daun), adv. Forms: 1--4 dun, 1-6 
dune, 3-6 doun(e, (4 dnnne, 4-5 don'e, dowun, 
5 douun), 4-7 downe, 5- down, (9 north, dial. 
doon). [In late OE. dihie, diln , aphetic form of 
adiine Adown, weakened from OE. of dilne off the 
hill or height (see Down jA 1 ).] The following are 
the general and usual senses of the adverb; for 
its special combinations with verbs, as Bear down , 
Break down. Bring down, Burn down , Call 
down, Cast down , Come down, see under the verbs. 

I. Of motion or direction in space. 

1 . In a descending direction ; from above, or 
towards that which is below ; from a higher to a 
lower place or position ; to the ground. 

It is applied to any degree of descent, from a vertical fall to 
the slightest slope as in a nearly level river valley, and thus 
passes into sense 2, in which the descent may be entirely 
imaginary or conventional. 

<21100 0. E. Chron. an. 1070 Brohton dune )>set haecce j>e 
j>aer waes behid. ( 1134 Ibid. an. 1140 Me last hire dun on 
niht of ]?e tur mid rapes, a 1300 Cursor M, 12962 (Cott .) 
Hu hot lepe dun [v. r, done] to the grund. 1340 Ayenb. 
246 J>e lheddre . . huerby |>e angles . . cliue op and doun. 
£•2385 Chaucer L. G. W. 1220 Dido, Doun cam the reyn. 
1470-83 Malory Arthur xm. viii, The teres began to 
renne doune by his vysage. 1348 Hall Chron., Hen. 
VIII, 26 b, He a lighted downe of his horse. 2397 Mont- 
gomerie Ckerrie <$• Slae 1527 Gif we gae doun. 1750 
Jcmmon Rambler No. 15F9 , 1 was set down at my aunt’s. 
1808 Scott Marm. 11. xiv. Where his cathedral . . Looks 
down upon the Wear. 1889 Wallace Darwinism 343 
Debris brought down by rivers to the ocean. 

2 . To some place which is conventionally viewed 
as lower in position ; in the direction of a current, 
or with the wind ; from the capital to the distant 
parts of a country ; away from a university ; from 
the House of Lords to the House of Commons 
or £ lower house ’ ; to a lower or inferior court of 
law, etc. Also vaguely in up and down , which is 
often »to and fro : see Up. 

a 1200 Moral Ode 240 He , . walkeS wen up and dun, se 
water dej^mid winde. <7x320 Seuyn Sag. (W.) 3816 Thai 
sold..spir in stretes, vp and downe, Efter a man of strange 
cuntrfe. 1590 Shaks. Err. 1. ii. 31 And wander vp and 
downe to view the Citie. 1671 Lady M. Bertie in xdh Rep. 
Hist. MSS. Comm. App. v. 22 Your mourning . . which 
Fynes sent downe a Thursday. 1678 Lady Chaworth 
Ibid. 48 All but six Lords disliked the Commons adresse to 
the King, so it was sent them downe againe. 1697 Dampier 
V oy. I. vii. 208 We bore down right afore the wind on our 
Enemies. 1726 G. Roberts 4 rears Voy. to We took in 
six Cows to carry down to St. Jago. 1766 Goldsm. Vic. W. 
xix, We caught him up accidentally in our journey down. 
1769 Falconer Diet. Marine (1789) F, We say, up to 
windward, and down to leeward- 1798 Pitt in G. Rose 
Diaries (i860) I. 216, I have a scheme of running down, .to 
Somersetshire. 1833 E. Bradley (C. Bede) Verdant Green 
1. xii, He won’t, .gate or chapel you . . or send you down. 
1883 Cambridge Staircase viii. 137, I am in college, and 
there I intend to remain till I go down. 1893 Ld. Watson 
in Law Times Rep. LXXIII, 636/1 , 1 think that this case 
must go down for a new trial. Mod. I have been running 
up and down all the morning. 

II. Of position in space. 

3 . In a low or lowered situation or position; on 
the ground. 

X297 R. Glouc. (1724) 29 Beter hym hadde ybe Haue bi- 
leued j>er doune, pan y lerned for to fie. 1340 Hampole 
Pr. Consc. 1602 pus es pis world turned up pat es doune. 

*489 Caxton Sonnes of Aymon v. 132 Whan they were 


doun From ther horses. 2590 Spenser F. Q. i. i. 34 A Htle 
lowly Hermitage. .Downe in a dale, hard by a forests side. 
a 16 83 Sir T. Browne Tracts 55 When the river is down. 2726 
Leoni Albertis Arckit . I. 28/1 Such Trees as grow, .down, 
in a Valley. 1868 Holme Lee B. Godfrey xlvii, 255 The 
blinds were down. 2894 Hall Caine Manxman 100 The 
tide was down, the harbour was empty of water. 

4. At a place or in a locality which is considered 
as lower ; at a distance from the capital ; away 
in the country ; away from the university. 

2830 Marryat King's Own xli, He was to be down at 
Portsmouth in a few days. 2836 — Midsh. Easy i. 5 A 
gentleman who lived down in H ampshire. 2883 Cambridge 
Staircase v. 81 His ‘health’ had compelled him to stay 
down for the whole of our first year. 

III. Of position, posture, attitude. 

5. Into or in a fallen, sitting, or overthrown 
position or posture. 

c 2203 Lay. 6864 SeocicSen he dun Iasi, c 1300 Havelok 925 
Sit now doun and et ful yerne. <72380 Wyclif Serm. Sel. 
Wks, I. 69 Nouxt honge pere heedis doun. c 1400 Maundev, 
(Roxb ) viii. 32 pare was sum tyme a chapell, bot now it es 
all doune. c 1450 St. Cutkbert (Surtees) 4725 pai knelyd 
doune before f>e saynt. 2610 Shaks. Temp. in. i. 23 If you'l 
sit downe He beare your Logges the while. 2669 Sturmy 
Mariner's Mag. v. 89 Fold it down. 2678 Bunyan Pilgr. 
1. 1, I laid me down in that place to sleep. 1700 S. L. tr. 
Fryke's Voy. E. Ind. 62 We . . batter’d it down in a very 
little time. 2735 Game at Cricket 10 A Stump hit by the 
Ball, though the Bail was down, is out. 1799 Han. More 
Fern. Educ. <ed, 4) I. 279 Christianity .. pulls down their 
images. 2848 Jrnl, R. Agric . Soc. IX.. Ii. 524 Five fields, 
one of which is always down to sainfoin. 1894 Baring- 
Gould Des. S. France II. 228 He cut them down almost to 
a man. 2894 Times 16 June 16/1 [He] lost the [golf] match 
by four down, and two to play. 

6 . Prostrate with sickness ; * on the sick list ill. 

1710 Swift Jrnl. to Stella 23 Dec., Write to MD when 

you are down. 17x2 W. Rogers Voy. 206 We have now about 
50 men down. 1742 Richardson Pamela III. 351 Five Chil- 
dren, who had been all down in Fevers and Agues. 1876 
Tennyson Harold n. i, When I was down in the fever, she 
was down with the hunger. 2892 Times 12 Jan. xo/r A 
large number of the. .household are down with influenza. 

7. To run, ride , hunt , etc. down : to bring to 
the ground, to overtake or overthrow, by running, 
etc. See also the verbs. 

1659 D. Pell Impr. Sea 137 Great care taken.. who 
should run down one another by the board first. 1711 
Addison Sped . No. 115 r 6 Foxes of the Knight's own 
hunting down. 2883 Sir M. Williams Relig. Tk. in Ind. 
ix. 245 Capable of . . riding down the most active demon- 
antagonist, 1888 Times 16 Oct. 10/5 , 1 was tracked down in 
rather less time than it had taken me to cover the ground. 

IV. Particular varieties of direction or position. 

8 . Below the horizon ; going down, setting ; 
down , set. 

<21300 Cursor M. 6800 (Cott.) Ar sun ga dun pat ilk dai. 
<71400 Dcstr. Troy 7807 The day wex dym, doun was the 
sun. 2359 W. Cunningham Cosmogr. Glasse 18 The rysing, 
and goyng downe of every Planet. 1669 Sturmy Mariner's 
Mag. 11. 89 Far Northward or Southward .. the Sun goeth 
not down, as they find that Sail about the North Cape. 
2849 James Woodman ii. The sun had gone down some 
two hours before. 

9. Below the surface or to the bottom of water ; 
into the depths of the sea : to go down, to sink ; to 
run down to sink (traits.) by running against. 

2639 D. Pell Impr. Sea 298 One, or both of those ships . . 
goes down with all their passengers in the very bottome. 
2782 Cowper Loss R. George vi, When Kempenfelt went 
down With twice four hundred men. 2886 Ncwspr,, A 
boat’s crew of the whaling schooner. , was taken down by 
a whale near the Cape Verde islands. 

10. To the ground-floor or floor below ; down- 
stairs, sctl. from one’s bedroom, or to the dining- 
room, to dinner. 

1392 Shaks. Rom. <5* ful. in. v. 66 Is she not downe so 
late, or vp so early ? 17 66 Goldsm. Vic. W. iv, Down came 
my wife and daughters. 1887 Mrs. J. H. Perks From 
Heather Hills II. xvin. 308 A quiet dinner-party, with 
a nice, sensible man to take you down. 

11. Down the throat ; into the stomach ; to go 
down, to be swallowed ; also fig. to please the 
mental palate : see Go. 

2382 N. Lichefield tr. Cnstanheda' s Cong. E. Ind. xvii. 
44 The king shuld not swallow y« same downe. 263a 
Massinger City Madam l i. Butcher’s meat will not go 
down. 2660 tr. A myraldus' Treat, cone , Relig. It. vi. 241 
A bitter potion that is soon down. 2766 Goldsm. Vic. W. 
xviii, Fletcher, Ben Jonson, and all the plays of Shakespeare, 
are the only things that go down. 2816 Keatingb Trav. 
(28x7) I. 105 Which homely fare they wash down with a 
spoonful of light wine. 

12. In reference to payment: (Laid) upon the table 
or counter ; (paid) on the spot, or at the instant. 

2337 in W. H. Turner Select. Rec. Oxford (1880) 265 
Payeng vijU done. 2603 Shaks. Lear 1. ii. 93 , 1 dare pawne 
downe my life for him. 1669 in vzthR ep. Hist. MSS. Comm . 
App. v. (1890) it Lord Huntington’s marriage ,. with Sir 
James Langham's daughter, who gives 20,000/. downe. 1894 
Wolseley Marlborough I. 77 For a lump sum down, and 
a liberal annuity. .Charles agreed to declare war. 

13. On paper or other surface used for writing ; 
in writing : with write , note , set, put , take , lay , etc. 
See the verbs. 

1576 Fleming Panopl. Epist. 83 He gathereth arguments 
. .and setteth him selfe downe for a president or patterne to 
bee followed. Ibid. 236 In the margent, the name of the 

g erson is set downe to whome the same was directed, 2399 
h aks. Much A do iv. ii. 17 Write downe Master gentleman 
Conrade. 2697 Dampier Voy. I. xvi. 448 Many shoals.. are 
not laid down in our Drafts, xyx- Steele Sped . No. 155 


P 2, I will keep Pen and Ink at the Bar, and write down all 
they say to me, 272a W. Rogers Voy. 248, I took down the 
Names. 2847 Marryat Childr. N. Forest ix, 1 should have 
put you down for eighteen or nineteen at least. 2883 
Manch. Exam . 14 July 5/3 Mr. Stans field’s bill, .was down 
for second reading on Wednesday. 

V. Of order, time, condition, quality, or value. 

14. From a higher to a lower point or member 
in any series or order. 

<22300 Cursor M. 1659 (Cott.) Fra J?e mast dun to J?e lest. 
1684 R. H. School Recreat. 92 So by turns, ’till every 
Bell being hunted up and down, comes into its proper Place 
again. Ibid. 96 Whatsoever Bells you follow when you 
Hunt up, the same Bells in the same order you must follow 
in Hunting down. 2816 Keatinge Trav . (1817) II. 68 
Every country has its etiquettes .. in Spain, down even to 
the taking of a pinch of snuff. 1876 Trevelyan Macaulay 
I. i. 53 From the highest effort of genius down to the most 
detestable trash. 1883 Manch. Exam. 28 May 5/2 From 
the aristocracy down to the collier and quarryman. 

15. From an earlier to a later time. 

1415 Hoccleve To Sir J. Oldcastle 122 Vnto seint Petit 
and his successours, And so foorth doun. 2662 Stillingfl. 
Orig. Sacr. it. i. § 5 Down from the time of Moses. 2747 
Berkeley Tar-water in Plague Wks. III. 480 Throughout 
all ages down to our own. 1826 Keatinge Trav. (28x7 ; L 
228 The accounts which the ancients have handed down to us. 

16. To a lower amount ; to or at a reduced rate 
or price. 

2573 Acc. Burgh Glasg. 22 Aug. (Jam. Supp.) Gevin to 
James Andersoun. .doun of his ferme be ressoun of the 
greit droutht, xxj li. 1678 Butler Hud. in. ii. 320 Bring- 
ing down the price of coals. 1838 Macaulay Temple Ess. 
(1886) 434 Cutting down his salary. 1894 Daily News 14 
Apr. 5/2 Turbot is down too. 

17. To or in a lower or inferior condition, a 
state of depression, subjection, humiliation, inac- 
tion, restraint, defeat, discomfiture, annihilation. 

C2330 R. Brunne Chron. Wace (Rolls) 15736 Or hys iuel 
schulde brynge hym doun. ^1380 Wyclif Sel. Wks. III. 
19 Of H myche joie [>ou didist doun alle yvele spiritis. 
2313 Douglas AEneis Contents 22 Rutulianis . . By the 
decetss of Camylla doun bett. 2396 Drayton Legends i. 
357 Who can rayse him, that Fortune will have downe? 
1603 Bacon Adv. Learn, it. x. § 12 The Olympian games 
are down long since. 1628 Bolton Florus (1636) 1x7 
Annibal, now quite downe. 2760 C. Johnston Chrysal 
(18221 I. 289 She happened to look at her watch, but it was 
down. 1837 H. Reed Led. Eng. Poets viii. 274 If the 
spirit of a nation goes down, its poetry will go down with it. 
2872 Spurgeon Treas. Dav. Ps. lxix. 26 If a godly man be 
a little down in estate. 

b. With frown , hiss, hoot, shout, talk, etc. : to 
put down, reduce to silence, etc., by such action. 

2590 Shaks. Com. Err. in. i. 6 Here’s a villaine that 
would face me downe He met me on the Mart. 1613 — 
Hen VIII, 1. i. 20 The French shone downe the English. 
2887 A. Birrell Obiter Dicta Ser. 11. 272 He was immedi- 
ately frowned down by Mrs. Snagsby. 

18. Into or in low spirits ; to be down, to he 
downcast or depressed, colloq . 

2620 B. Jonson Alch. iv. vii, Thou art so downe vpon the 
least disaster ! c 1620 Z. Boyd Zions Flowers (1855) X13 
Men’s hearts are, downe. 1783 Johnson Let. to Mrs. Thrale 
4 June, When I prest your hand at parting I was rather 
down. 2865 Thoreau Cape Cod x. (1894) 315 The Captain 
is rather down about it, but I tell him to cheer up. 

19. To smaller size or bulk ; to minute particles ; 
to a finer consistency. 

2675 Wood Life (Oxf. Hist. Soc.) II. 327 He.. melted It 
[New Coll, plate] downe. 1732 Arbuthnot Aliments Q.) 
To be boiled down, .to a sapid fat. 2826 Keatinge Trav. 
(1817) 1 . 50 Ground down into dust. X865 Lyell Elem. GeoL 
(ed. 6) 25 Wearing down into a fine powder. 2890 Abney 
Treat. Pkotogr. (ed. 6) 76 The. .liquid is. .thinned down to 
proper fluidity, 

20. From a roused, excited, or violent state; into 
or in a state of subsidence or calm. 

1390 Spenser F. Q. i. iii. 8^ Downe fell his angry mood. 
2392 Shaks. Two Gent. 11. iii. 60 If the winde were downe. 
16. . Progr. Honesty vii. 9 You whose insipid Palat's 
down, Falling to relish. X798 Coleridge Anc. Mar. n. vi, 
Down dropt the breeze. _ 18x4 S. Rogers Jacqucl. n. 55 
To walk his troubled spirit down. 

21. Into a weaker, milder, or less pronounced 
quality ; e.g. to soften, tone down : see the verbs, 

1816 Keatinge Trav. (1817) I. 250 Time softens down 
things by unobserved degrees. 1832 Gen. P. Thompson 
Exerc. (1842) II. 42 Tamed down into as harmless and bene- 
ficent a sect as the Quakers. 

22. slang . Aware, ‘ wide-awake.’ (See also 27 a.) 

x8x2 J. H. Yaux Flash Diet., Down, sometimes synony- 
mous with awake, as when the party you are about to rob, 
sees or suspects your intention, it is then said that the cove is 
down. 18x2 Sporting Mag. XXXIX. 285 He supposed he 
was down (had knowledge of it). 1817 Ibid. L. 201 Down 
as a nail. 1830 Smedley Frank Fairl. iv. (Farmer) You’re 
down to every move, I see, as usual. 

VI. With ellipsis of a verb : so that down itself 
functions for the verbal phrase. (But uninflected, 
and therefore used only for imperative and infini- 
tive after auxiliary verbs. Hence Down vP) 

23. With ellipsis of come, go, sit, kneel, lie. 

CX388 in Wyclif 's Sel. Whs. III. 472 His proude clerkis 

schal downe with ther pride, c 1400 Rom. Rose 5868 Doune 
shalle the castelle every dele. *309 Hawes Past. Pleas, xx. 
vii,The warre which maysone aryse And wyl not downe. 1335 
Coverdale Ezek. xxxii. 19 Downe . . and laye the with tlie 
vncircumcised. 1396 Shaks. Merck. V. iv. i. 363 Downe 
therefore, and beg mercy of the Duke. 1636 Sanderson 
Serm. II. 53 Yet down it must, subdued it must be. 1672 
Milton Samson 322 Down reason then, at least vain reason- 
ings down. 2847 Marryat Childr . N. Forest iii. Down, 
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Smoker, good dog 1 2885 R, Bridges Nero i. i, That house 
of Rufus That blocks the way must down. 

24. With ellipsis of go, in sense * be swallowed.’ 
lit. and fig. 

1580 Lyly Euphues (Arb.) 303 There was no broth that 
would downe, but of hir making. 1581 Pettie Guazzo's 
Civ . Cow. To Rdr. (1586) A vj b, Nothing will downe with 
them but French, Italian, or Spanish. 1692 Locke Educ. 

§ 14 (R.) If he be hungry more than wanton, bread alone 
will down, c 1708 Swift Baucis <$* Philemon 143 Plain 
Goody would no longer down ; ’Twas Madam , in her gro- 
grain gown. 

25. With ellipsis of put, etc. 

1820 Byron Blues 11. 115 And down Aristotle ! 1:1860 
H. Stuart Seaman’s Catech. 6 What is the necessary 
precaution at the word * down oars ’ ? 1867 Smyth Sailors 
Word-bk Down oars! .. Down with the helm 1 1875 

Bedford Sailor's Pocket Bk. vi. (ed. 2) 215 If caught in 
a hard sudden squall, down helm at once. 

b. In same sense, down, with : esp. in com- 
mands. (Cf. Away with.) 

*53SCoverdale Ps. cxxxvift], 7 Downe with it, downe with 
it, euen to the grounde. ^ 1591 Shaks. Two Gent . iv. 1. 2 
Shrinke not, but down with ’em. 1669 Sturmy Mariner's 
Mag. 1. 19 Down with all Hammocks and Cabins. 1708 
Motteux Rabelais rv. xxiii, (1737' 98 Down with your Sails. 
2820 Shelley CE dipus r. 323 Long live Iona I down with 
Swellfoot ! 1856 C. Mack ay Songs for Music, Emigrants 
x. i, Down with the lords of the forest ! [i,e. trees.] 

26. Used in ballad refrains, without appreciable 
meaning. (Cf. Down sb.% 1 .) 

2598 Shaks. Merry W. 1. iv. 44 I doubt he be not well, 
that hee comes not home : (and downe, downe, adowne’a, 
&c. 1602 — Ham. iv. v. 170 You must sing downe 

a-downe, and you call him a-downe-a. ?i7. . Robin Hood 
Sr Bishop in Evans O.B. (1784) I. xix. 102 Come, gentlemen 
all, and listen a-while, With a hey down, down and a down. 
a 1845 Hood Compass xiii, Down, down, a dreary derry 
down. 

VII. Phrases, 

27. D own on, a, To be down on (upon ) : to be aware 
on to understand, to be ‘up to \ slang See 22 . 

*793 J* Pearson Polit. Diet., Egad, the Baronet was 
down upon it, i8ix Sporting Mag. XXXVII. 76 Was 
down upon him, and clearly up to his gossip, 1865 
G, Berkeley Life , etc. II. 103 (Farmer] 1 said . . ‘ I’m down 
on it all : the monkey never bit your dog,’ 

b. To be down on .upon ) : to fall upon, pounce 
upon, assail, attack (from a superior position). 

1815 Scott Guy M. xxviii, I think we should be down 
upon the fellow one of these darkmans, and let him get it : 
well. 1845 James A. Neil vi, We were out from the alders | 
in a minute, down upon them. 1885 Mrs, Lynn Linton 
Christ. Kirkland II. vi. 196 The critics would have been 
down on the author as an absurd bungler. 

28. Down east (US.) : into or in the eastern 
sea-coast districts of New England, esp. Maine; 
Also as adj. and sb. Hence Down-easter. 

1823 J. Neal Bro. Jonathan I. 28 A little boy from 
‘down-east*. 1837 W. Irving Capt. Bonneville I. no A 
party of regular ‘ down-easters that is to say, people of 
New England. 1867 0 . W. Holmes Guard. Angel 
vim (1891) 87 He actually had the down-east city called 
after it. 1883 Harped s Mag. Nov. 938/2 This was origin- 
ated by down-east men. 

29. Down south: into or in the south; in US. 
down the Mississippi; into or in the Southern States. 

1852 Mrs. Stowe Uncle Tom's C. xii, ‘ Taking her down 
south?* said the man. Haley nodded and smoked on. 
Mod. He is now in Newcastle, but is coming down south 
next week. 

30. Down to the ground (col/oq.) : thoroughly, 
completely. 

1867 Miss Broughton Cometh up as a Flower xxvi, 
Suited me down to the ground. 1889 T. A. Trollope 
What I remember IIL 289 The occupation . . suited my 
tastes and habits ‘down to the ground’, as the modern 
slang phrase has it. 

3JL Down at Heel, down in the Hips, down on 
(or in) one's Luck, down in the Mouth: see the 
sbs. Down with ! : see 25 b. 

Vin. 32. Comparative degree + downer ; also 
^ down&rmore (obs.). Superlative : see Downmost. 

xx.. K.Alis. 6619 Ac the delfyn is more queynter, And 
h ilt him in the water douner. c 1391 Chaucer Astral, n. 

§ 12 As the sonne clymbith vppere and vppere, so goth his 
nadir downere and downere. c 1430 Syr Gener. (Roxb.) 
4226 Dounermore the stroke went yet. 1435 MisyN Fire 
of Love 1. x. 20 Bettyr it is . . bat criste. .to vs say, ‘ frende, 
cum vppyrmare’, hen j?at.he say, * carl, go donyrmare*. 

IX. Down- in combination. 

. 38. In combination with verbs, both words having 
their ordinary meaning. (Stress on the verb.) 

Such are down-come, down-cry (to cry down, 
decry), f down-dagger, down-darken, down-droop, 
down-go , down-lay, • ’fdown-peize (to weigh down, to 
compensate), down-pour , down-press, down-run , 
down-shear , down-shower, down-smite, down - 
spring , ; down- squat, down-thring (to press down, 
crush ), down-throw, down-trample, down-tumble. 
Also Downrkar, -oast, -lie, etc. ' 

These are very doubtful combinations. In ME., though 
occasionally written as one word, the adverb and verb 
-were usually written separately, e. g. doun come, doun 
ryn , but are often hyphened by editors of modern editions, 
e. g. doun-come, doun-ryn. Modem instances are mostly 
poetical, being merely examples of inversion of the prose 
order of verb and adverb for metrical or rhetorical purposes 
(b. g. he down-throws for down he throws — he throws 
down) i the hyphen seems, as a rule, unnecessary. 


c 1250 Gen. 3- Ex. 1608 [He] sa$ A leddre stonden, and <5or- 
on Augeles “duncumen and up gon. 1340 Hampole Pr. 
Consc. 4290 He sal do fire fra J>e heven don com. 1883 
Bksant All in Garden Fair 11. i, Those who.,*downcriea 
her beauty. 1654 Gayton Pleas. Notes n. i. 36 He let fly. . 
and with one blow, confounded and “downe-dagger’d him. 
a 1300 E. E. Psalter cvi. 26 J?ai up stiyhen. .And )>ai 
'doun ga. i6xs Speed Hist. Gt. Brit. vin. iv. (1632) 404 
The presence of the one, “downe-peized the absence of the 
other. 1340 Hampole Pr. Consc. 7123 j?e water pat ban 
salle. “doun ryn Ffra ]?air eghen. _ a 1300 R. E. Psalter 
lxxiii. 6 j>aire yhetes with axes J?ai “doune schare. 2844 
Mrs. Browning Romaunt Page xxxv, The boy “down- 
sprung And stood. 1523 Douglas ZEneis 1. v. 62 This 
Eneas.. In Itale thrawart peple sail “doun thryng. 1358 
Q. Kennedie Compend. Tractive in Wodr, Soc. Misc. 
(1844) I. 100 To invaid, oppres, and alluterlie dounthryng 
the Congregatioun. 1581 N. Burne Disput. 43 h (Jam.) In- 
ducing subiectis to oppress and “dounthrau their maisters. 
1878 Browning Poets Croisic 61 “Down-trampling vulgar 
hindrance. 1628 Ford Loved s Mel. in. i, One careless 
slip “down-tumbles him again. 

34. With present participle or ppl. adj. These 
are practically unlimited in number, the use of the 
hyphen being merely syntactical. They have the 
stress usually on down- when used as adjectives, on I 
the radical element when used as participles. Ex- 
amples are : down-beaming, down-crouching , down - 
dragging, down-drawing, down-driving, down- 
drooping , down-fiowing ; down-going , down-hang- 
ing, down-rushing, down-sloping, down- stooping, 
down-tumbling, etc. Also Downfalling, -look- 
ing, etc. 

1868 Ld. Houghton Select, fr. Wks. 189 “Down-beaming 
from the brazen Syrian skies. 1593 Bacchus Bountie in 
Hart Misc. JMalh.) II. 263 To erase his crowne with 
a “downedriuing_ blow. 1840 Clough Dipsychus it. v. 48 
The deep plough in the lazy undersoil Down-driving. 1784 
Cowfer Tiroc. 361 Graced With wig prolix, “down-flowing to 
his waist. 1591 Sylvester Du Bartas 1. v. 1012 As a wolf. . 
Flyes with “down-hanging head. 1868 G. Stephens Runic 
Mon. I. 226 Another downhanging rope, a 1821 Keats 
Fancy 65 Acorns ripe “down-pattering. 1647 H. More 
of Soul 11. ill. in. xxx vi, That strong “down-pulling centrall 
sway. Ibid. 1. in. vii. Soft “down-sliding sleep. 1837 Longf, 
FrithioTs Homestead 3 The “down-sloping hill-sides. 
1780 Cowper Progr. Err. 177 Night, “down-stooping from 
her ebon throne. 

35. With past or passive participle or ppl. adj. 
These also are unlimited in number, the hyphen 
being merely syntactical ; the stress varies as in 
prec. Examples are: down-bent , down-borne , 
down-burnt, dmvn- dashed, down-dropped , down- 
pressed, doivn-put, down-thrown , down-turned, etc. 
Also Downcast, etc. 

1831 Carlyle Sart. Res. 11. iii, A “downbent, broken- 
hearted, .martyr, 1882 L. C. Lillie Prudence 96 She 
kept her face passionately down-bent. 1597 Warner 
A lb. Eng., ZEmidos 317 “Down-burnt Turrets. 1832 Tenny- 
son CEnone 55 With “downdropt eyes I sat alone. 1849 
Clough Life <$• Duty vi. 13 With shrunk bodies and heads 
down-dropt. c 1425 Found. St. Bartholomew's (E. E. T. S.) 
27 Oure lord ihesu criste, the whiche losith stokkid men, 
xeysith vp “downe pressid. 1623 Penkethman Handf. 
Hon. Epist., Like downe-prest Camomile, to spring. 1840 
Carlyle Heroes iv. (1872) 130 That downpressed mood of 
despair, a 1340 Hampole Psalter lxi. 3 Wall \>a.t is with- 
outen cyment “downput. c 1600 Shaks. Sonn. lxiv. When 
sometime loftie towers I see “down-rased. 

36. With agent-noun (stress on doivtt-'), as down- 
crier, -Her, -puller, -setter. Also Down-comer, etc. 

1878 Besant & Rice Monks of Th. 9 “Downcriers, enviers 
and backbiters. t 1656 S. Holland Zara (1719) 09 Up-risers 
and “Down-liefs in this mighty City. 1884 Edna Lyall 
We Two ii, A mere hater, a passionate “downpuller. 1744 J. 
Paterson Comm. Milton’s P. L. 386 “Down-setters ; officers 
who set the dishes in good order upon the King's table. 

37. With .verbal sb. (stress on down-), as f down- 
ganging, down-going, - lighting , -pouring, -pulling, 
-putting, -rushing, -shedding, - sinking , - sitting , 
Also Down-coming, -falling, etc. 

1641 Sir S. D’Ewes in Rushw. Hist. Coll. 111. (1692) I. 
311 To add. - but one Grain to the “down-balancing of the 
Affairs of Christendom. 1340 Hampole Pr. Consc. 4779 
Til be tyme of be son “doun-gangyng. 1398 Trevis a Barth, 
de P. R. vin. xxviii. (Tollem. MS.) He [the sun] semeb 
more in his arisinge and “doungoynge. 1846 Landor 
Exam. Shaks. Wks. II, 266 His down-goings and uprisings. 
a 1699 A. Shields Society Cent endings (1780) 40 (Jam.) 
A “down-pouring of the Spirit, in his fullness, be your 
allowance, 1871 Napheys Prev. fy Cure Dis. r. viii. 240 
There should be a liberal down-pouring of carbolic acid; 
1631 Weever Anc. Fun. Mon. 431 This Priory Church., 
was preserued from. . “downe pulling. 1831 Carlyle Sart. 
Res. n, vii, In our age of Downpulling and Disbelief, the 
very Devil has been pulled-down, c 1440 Hylton Scala 
Perf. (W. de W. 1494) n. xxvi, “Downe puttyng and 
a-lowenge of his euenensten. c 1563 Lindesay (Pitscottie) 
Chron. Scot. (1728) 94 To them who were the occasion of 
his down-putting. 1837 Carlyle Fr. Rev. II. v. i, The 
dust ,and “downrushing of a Bastille. 1534 Knox Faythf. 
A dmon. G vij b, Of Peters “downsynckynge in y* sea. 
1883 R. A. Proctor in Contemp. Rev. Earth Movem. Java, 
j The upheavals and downsinkings. 1535 Coverdale Ps, 
cxxxviii, 2 Thou knowest my “downe syttinge and my 
vprisynge. s8i6 Scott Old Mart, iv, They drank out the 
price at ae dounsitting. 1562 W1N3ET Cert. Tractates 
1. Wks, 1888 I. 11 For the “dountramping of ydolatrie. 

38. Witli uouu of action (stress on dozvn-), as 
downbredk, down-drag, downfiow, downgrowth, 
downlet (cf. outfef).,: downshoot, down-step , down? 
stroke, etc. Also Downcast, sb., -draught, etc. 


1865 Livingstone Zambesi 596 They must prove a “down- 
drag, a moral millstone on the neck. 1887 Gd. Words 758 
The “downflow of air. 1870 Rolleston Anim. Life 12 
The hypapophysial “downgrowths. a 1681 R. Allestree 
Forty Serm. 1. 137 (L.) A “downlet to that bottomless pit. 
2580 Sidney Arcadia (1622) 44 The verie first “down-step 
to all wickednes. 1832 Dickens Bleak Ho. xx i. Every up- 
stroke and “down-stroke of both documents. 

39. Parasynthetic, as down-backed, down faced, 
do , ivn-f f umped\ also Downhearted, -looked. 

1500 Hollyband Treas. Fr. Tong, Bossu, * downe backed, 
crooke- shouldered. 1832 J. P. Kennedy Swaltow B. xix, 
He was rather “down-faced and confused. 1697 Loud. Gaz. 
No. 3300/4 A bay Gelding.. a little “down Rumpt. 

Down (doun), prep. [Down adv. construed 
with an object. CL Adown as prepi] 

1. In a descending direction along, through, or 
into ; from top to bottom of; from a higher to 
a lower part of. 

1508 Dunbar Fly ting w. Kennedie 223 Than rynis thow 
doun the gait. 1559 }V. Cunningham Cosmogr. Glasse 51 
Let us go downe this Hill into the Ci tie. 1593 Shaks. 
Rich. II, 1. i. 57 Vntill it had return’d These tearmes of 
treason, doubly downe his throat. 1632 Milton Penseroso 
107 Such notes as.. Drew iron tears down Pluto’s cheek. 
1743 Bulkeley & Cummins Voy. S. Seas 145 Down his Sides, 
and all the Belly Part, is white Wool- 1895 Manch . Guard. 

14 Oct, 5/6 The workmen have to be lowered by ropes down 
the face of the cliff. 

b. In reference to position : At a lower part of. 
1769 De Foe’s TourGt. Brit. I. 225 Three Miles down the 
River, are the Ruins. *8i6 Keatinge Trav. (1817) I. 26 
The wines produced down the course of the Rhone. Ibid. 
II. 229 In the timbered parts of France, down the Loire. 

2. Often with no implication of actual descent : 
To (or at) what is regarded as a lower part of; 
along the course or extent of. Up and down ; see 
Up. Also fig. (e.g. of time ; cf. the adv,). 

1674 N. Cox Genii. Recreat. 1, (1677) 94 Some Hares will go 
up one side of the Hedge, and come down the other. 1726 
Shelvockr Voy. round World (1757) 28 He weighed, and 
fell down the harbour. 1816 Keatinge Trav. (1817) I. 
176 A steady north breeze .. prevails all down this coast 
from the Straits. Ibid. , In the progress down the coast. 
1859 Jephson Brittany ii. 18 Down the middle [of the 
room] were two.. tables. 1861 Lowell Poet. Wks. ( 1879) 
423 The echoes.. Like Odin’s hounds, fled baying down 
the night. 1878 G. Dawson Serm. Disputed Points xv. 
260 Shouting down the ages, 4 We did miracles ! ’ Mod. 
Traffic passing up and down the line. 

b. Down town : Into the town (from a more 
elevated suburb) ; down in the town. (See also 3 .) 

1835 Gray Lett. (1893) 55 To-day when I go down town 
I shall subscribe lor the ‘New York Observer’ for you. 
1883 Century Mag. XXVI. 917/1 She was down-town 
alone. 

c. Down (the) wind'. In the direction in which 
the wind is blowing ; also fig . : see Wind. 

3. The preposition and its object may be used as 
an advb. or attrib. phrase ; as in down-river , down- 
stream , down-town , etc. (Cf. tip-country farmer.) 

. 1643 Rutherford Trya( Sc TH. Faith (1845) 3 21 Heaven 
is down-ground when faith seeth it ; it is, when sight 
faileth us, toilsome, and up the mount. 1839 S ala Tw. round 
Clock 4p.m. F 9 (Farmer) A knot of medical students, 
who should properly, .have a racing and down-the-road 
look, 1864 Carlyle Fredk. Gt IV. 560 Konigstein, a little 
down-stream of Schandau. 1883 H. H. Kane in Harper's 
Mag. Nov. 944/2 In the lobby of a down-town hotel. 1887 
Pall Mall G. 24 Dec. 2/1 At one of the down-river offices. 
1892 Labour Commission Gloss., Men engaged on canal - 
boats on their return journey to Liverpool from Leeds, .are 
said to be engaged on the back passage or down lock. 

Down, vA rare. [f. Down sbx] trans. To 
cover or line with down, to render downy. 

1602 Marston A tit. <5- Mel. iii, Wks. 1856 I. 34 O calme 
husht rich content.. How soft thou down’st the couch 
where thou dost rest. 1743 Young Nt. Th. viii. 214 Their 
nest so deeply down’d, and built so high. 

Down, vP [f. Down adv. in the elliptical uses 
under VI, the adv. having gradually received verbal 
inflexions.] 

X. trans . To bring, put, throw, or knock down. 
[1362 Turner Herbal 11. 23 The rootes. .helpe to down 
furth the birth in tyme of labor, c 1586 C’tess Pembroke 
Ps. exLvn. it, To down proud wicked to the dust.] 1778 
Johnson 29 Apr. in Boswell Life, He talked of one whom 
| he did not know ; but I downed him with the King of 
Prussia. 1780 — Let. to Mrs. Thrale 11 Apr., Did you 
quite down her? 1832 R. S. Surtees Sponge’s Sp. Tour 
xxvii, His horse ., had downed him three times. 1889 
Gunter That Frenchman xi, The masked wrestler having 
downed all the professional athletes. 

2. intr. To come or go down, to descend, 

1823 Lady Granville Lett. (1894) I. 360 What an odd 
thing life is, and how it ups and downs, and ebbs and flows. 

3. To down upon, on : to come down upon, 
fall upon, assail as from a superior position. 

1832 R. S. Surtees Sponge’s Sp. Tour (1893) 95. He 
would down upon her at the second or third interview. 
<884 Punch 6 Dec. 276/2 Prove that you value me by 
downing, .on my enemies. 

4. To down with : to , put or throw down ; to 
have done with. 

[1399 Broughton’s Lett. ix. 34 1 dismisse you . .with aduise 
to . . downe with your traine, you Peacocke. 1659 D. Pell 
Impr. Sea Ded. 8 Let's down with swearing, if ever wee 
mean to prosper at Sea.] 1682 Hickeringill Wks. (1710) 
II, 20 Except they, .down with their Dust, and ready Darby. 
: 17x3 Warder True Amazons (ed. 2) 54 They down with 

her -House. 1884 St. James's Gaz. 22 Nov. 3/2 Another 
reason for downing with the House of Lords. 
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f Bowubea’r, v. Obs. tram. To bear down, 
press down, cause to sink ; Jig. to oppress. Hence 
Down-bea*ring vbl. sb. and ppl a. 

C1330 R. Brunne Citron. (1810) 158 A tempest on him 
light, His schip was dounborn. a 1340 Ham pole Psalter 
lxxxviii 41 pou heghed j?e right hand of downberand him, 
16S0 G. Hickes Spirit of Popery Pref. 5 For the Down- 
bearing of the Gospel. 1690 Norris Beatitudes (1694) 
I. 230 Such a full down-bearing Perswasion. 1834 Fon- 
blanque Eng. under 7 Administ. (1837) III. 130 Hemmed 
in and downbome by an overpowering opposition. 

Downcast (dcmnka'st), v. Now only poet. 
[f. Down adv. + Cast v.] tram . To cast down 
{lit. and Jig.) ; to overthrow, demolish ; to deject, 
dispirit. Hence Downca*sting vbl. sb. 

a 1300 E. E. Psalter Ixxv. 6 In ax and in thixil hai it 
doun-caste. <7x425 Found. St. Bartholomew's (E. E. T. $.) 
o By a cruel! downecastyng. <2x572 Knox Hist. Ref. 
Wks. (1846) I. 341 For the. .abolishment of idolatrie, and 
for douncasting the places of the same. 1724 Wodrow Carr, 
(1843) III- 120 The occasion of your downcastings. 1839 
Longf. Mass for Dying Year xii, The stars from heaven 
down-cast. 

Downcast (dau*nkast), sb. [£ Down adv. + 
Cast sb . ; cf. prec. vb.] 

1. The act of casting down (Jit. and Jig.) ; over- 
throw, demolition, rain ; downward cast (of the 
eyes or look), b. Geol . * Downthrow 2 . 

<2x300 Cursor M. 23721 (Cott.) Dame fortune turnes pan 
hir quele An d^ castes vs dun .. O pat dun-cast we mai wit 
chance Enentis pis werld get couerance. x6xa T. James 
Jesuits' Downf. 11 Exaltation of themselues, and downecast 
of all that side not with them. 1723 Steele Consc. Lavers 
ir. i, I saw the respectful Downcast of his Eyes. 1819 
Rees Cycl. K Dozvncast, a term among Miners and Colliers 
for the sinking down of the measures or strata on one side 
of a fault. x88x Q. Rev. July 102 Upliftings and downcasts 
of strata, 

2. The throwing down of a current of air into a 
coal-mine, etc. ; attrib. in downcast shafts the shaft 
by which fresh air is introduced into a mine, also 
ellipt. called the down-cast. 

# 18x6 Holmes Coal-mines Durham , etc. 78 Ventilation . . 
is accomplished by means of a stream of air which descends 
the Downcast Shaft and passes through the workings until 
it finds the Upcast Shaft, through which it ascends, 1859 
Ann. Reg. 43 Worked by a single shaft, for both the ‘up- 
cast 1 and the ‘down-cast’. x88o J. Lomas Alkali Trade 
150 The heat and smoke are. .drawn away to the chimney 
by means of the downcast. 1881 19 tk Cent. No. 48, 239. 

Downcast (datrnkast),///. a. ff. Down adv. 
+ Cast ppl. a. ; also as pa. pple. of Downcast v.] 

1. Cast down; ruined, destroyed; Jig. dejected. 

i6oz Marston Antonio's Rev. v. vi. Wks. 1856 I. 143 The 

downe-cast ruines of calamities x6xx Heywood Cola. Age 
irr. i. Wks. 1874 III. 42 In the repairing of your downe-cast 
state. 1832 Ht. Martineau Homes Abroad iii. 43 A few 
looked downcast. 1849 Grote Greece 11. lx. V. 291 A down- 
cast stupor and sense of abasement possessed every man. 

2. Of looks, etc. ; Directed downwards ; de- 
jected. 

1633 G. Herbert Temple, Clt. Militant 86 Where first the 
Church should raise her down-cast face. 17x8 Prior Power 
787 With downcast eyelids, and with looks aghast. 2868 
Freeman Norm. Conq. (1876) II. viii. x66 With downcast 
eyes and bated breath. 

Hence Bo'wucastness. 

a 1851 Moir Sonn., Scot. Sabbath ii, Your doubts to chase, 
your downcastness to cheer. 

Dowacome (dau*n ( k#m), sb. [f. Down adv.+ 
Come v. ; cf, income, outcome.] 

1. The act of coming down (lit. and fig.) ; descent, 
downfall ; humiliation. 

15x3 Douglas JEneis m. iv. 59 At douncom of thir 
Harpyis. 1594 Southwell M. Magd. Fun. Teares xox 
Love’s feares will stoope to the lowest downecome. 1641 
Milton Reform. 1. (1851) 7 Like the sudden down-come of 
a Towre. 18x5 Scott Rob Roy xix, It’s a brave kirk. .It 
had amaist a doun-come Iang syne at the Reformation. 1877 
Mrs. Oufhant Makers Flor. lii. 79 That sense of downeome 
which is, of all sensations of poverty, the most hard to bear. 

b. Hawking. A swoop down. 

, 1575 Turberv. Faulconrie g Making hir downecomme, and 
stoupxng from hir wings. 1674 N. Cox Genii. Recreat. n. 
(1677) 178 The Faulcon. .hath a natural inclination and love 
to fly the Hern every way, either from her Wings to the down- 
come, or from the Fist and afore-head. 1698 F ryer Acc.E . 
India $ P. 219 Tropick Birds. .stooping to their Game., 
perform it at one down-come. 

2. Metallurgy. (See quot.) 

x88x R aymond Mining Gloss. , Downeome , the pipe through 
which tunnel-head gases from iron blast-furnaces are brought 
down to the hot-blast stoves and boilers, when these are 
below the tunnel-head. 

Dow'n-comer. a. One who comes down, 
b. teckn. A pipe or tube to convey water down- 
wards (cf. prec. 2 ). , 

x8S8 Atkinson Cleveland Gloss. 1896 Daily i News 20 Apr. 
5/2 In the Yarrow boiler there are no outside downcomers, 
Dow*n"C0min.g f :;:'.^7 , sb. A coming down, 
descent (lit. an&Jig.) : -Downcome sb. 1 . 

X340 Hampole Pr. Consc. 5271 At his doun commyng. 
1676 W. Row Contn. Blair's Antobiog. xii. (1848) 400 Before 
the bishops’ downcoming. 1883 Besant AU in Garden 
Fair it. vi, A sad downcomtng of his lofty aims. 

Down-draught (dau-ndmft). 

1. A descending draught or current of air. 

1849 Cdl.^ Wiseman Sense v. Sc. Ess. 1853 III, 603'' How 
the north wind should always drive a down-draught . . into 
the drawing-room. 


2. A down-dragging or depressing influence. Sc. 

r 1788 Picken Two. Rats Misc. Poems (18x3^ L 68 (Jam.) 

We yield To nae downdraught but perfect eild. 

S q JD own-draw, Down-drug. Sc. 
c 1788 Picken Misc. Poems (1813) I. 79 (Jam.) Poorrith’s 
sair down-draw. 18x4 North. Antiq. 429 (Jam.) Love in 
our hearts will wax ..Thro’ crosses and down-drug. 

Bowne, obs. f. Down, done (see Do v.). 
Downfall (daumfpl). 

1. The act of falling down ; sudden descent. 
1450-1530 Myrr. our Ladye 298 The sonne knowyng no 
downe fade. 1594 T. B. La Primazid. Fr. Acad. 11. 493 
Those that . . runne on swiftly whither they please, without 
feare of downe fades. 1674 N. Cox Genii. Recreat. n, (1677) 
213 If she [the hawk] miss at the first down-fall and kill not. 
17x0 Addison Whig Exam. No. 2 (Seager), I never met 
so sudden a downfal in so promising a sentence. 1842 
Tennyson St. Sim. StyL 108 ’Tween the spring and down- 
fall of the light. 

b. A fall (of water, rain, snow, etc.). 

1603 Knolles Hist. Turks (1638) 31 The riuer Melas. .in 
Winter or any other great downefall of water., right 
suddenly ouerfloweth his bankes. 1867 Smyth _ Sailor's 
Word-bk Downfalls, the descending waters of rivers and 
creeks. 1870 E. Peacock Ralf Skirl. Ill, 17 The weather- 
wise. .said there would soon be ‘downfall; ’ but no rain came. 

f 2. A steep descent, precipice ; an abyss, gulf, 
pit. Obs. 

1542 Udall Erasm. Apoplt. (1877) 151 Rockes of a down- 
right pitche, or a stiepe down fall. 1586 T. B. La Primaud. 
Fr. Acad. 1. (1589) 231 Beware thou tumble not into some 
downefall. 1594 Carew Huarte's Exam. Wits v. (1596) 67 
These. . delight to walke. .thorow dangerous and high places, 
and to approch neere steepe down-fals. X69X Dryden R~. 
Arthur 11. i. Wks. 1884 VIII. 153 Dreadfull downfalls of 
unheeded rocks. 1822 Hogg Perils of Man 1. 63 A bit 
downfa’ to the south. 

3. Fall from high estate, min. (The current 
use.) 

a 1300 Cursor M. 11362 (Cott.) pis child, .sal be to fel men 
in dun fall, And to fell in vprising. 1593 Shake 3 Hen. VI, 

v. vi. 64 Those that wish the downfall of our house. 1667 
Milton P. L. \. xr6 That were an ignominy and shame 
beneath This downfall. 1750 Johnson Rambler^ No. 60 
¥» 2 Histories of the downfal of kingdoms. 1824 W. Irving 
T. Trav. II. 3 The downfall of his great expectations. 

4 b. concr. (pi.) Ruins, debris. Obs. 

1602 Warner Alb. Eng. xii. Ixxiii. (1612) 301 On 
Auentine the down-fals are of Temples store to see. 

4. Something constructed on purpose to fall down. 

1856 C. J. Andersson Lake Ngami 528 To destroy the 

hippopotamus, .by means of the downfall, .consisting of a 
log of wood. 

5. attrib. Falling down, descending. 

1793 Smeaton Edystone L. § 275 Protecting it . . from the 
entrance of the downfall spray. 1807 Vancouver Agric. 
Devon (18x3) 285 By these drains the downfall waters 
would immediately escape. 

Down- fallen, ppl- a. Also 7 -fall. Fallen 
to the ground, or from a high estate. 

1596 Shaks. x Hen. IV, 1. iii. 135 The downfall [mod. ed. 
-fallen] Mortimer. 1602 Carew Cornwall ( J.) The land is 
now divorced by the downfallen steep cliffs on the farther 
side. 1605 Shaks. Mach. iv. iii. 4 Let vs . . Bestride our 
downfall [mod. edd. -fallen] Birth-dome. 1784 Cowper Task 

vi. 144 His foe’s down-fallen beast. 1817 Moore Lalla R. r 
Veiled Proph. (1854) 82 Their down-fall’ n Chief. 

Do*wnf ailing, vbl. sb. The act of falling 
down ; downfall ; f setting. 

a 1300 E. E. Psalter li. 6 pou loved alle wordes of doun 
fallinge [L. praecipitationis\ 1340 Hampole Pr. Consc. 
6576 Hate teres of gretyng, That the synful sal scalden in 
the dounfallyng. 1536 Bellenden Cron. Scot. (1821) II. 331 
Ane [comet] schane ay afore the sonne-rising, and thisothir 
afore his downfalling. X826 E. Irving Babylon II. vi. 97 
He sent . .Jeremiah, .before the downfalling of destruction. 

DownfaUing, ppl- Falling down ; also 
Jig. declining, decaying. 

[a 1300 E. E. Psalter xvii. 9 Koles f? at ware doun falland 
Kindled ere of him glouand.] 1590 C. S. Right Religion 
14 The downfalling pride of the Pope. 1659 D. Pell ImPr. 
Sea 408 The Seamans high soaring snrsums, and his down- 
falling deorsvms. x886 A. W inchell Geol. Field 60 A down- 
falling mass of vapour. 

t Down- flat, a. [cf. Flat a. 6.] Downright. 
1664 H. Cary Marriage Night m. L in Hazl. Dodsley 
XV. 140 This is a down-flat challenge. 

+ Downgate. Obs. [f. Down adv . + Gate, 
going.] Going down, descent, setting. 

c 1400 tr. Secret a Secret., Gov. Lordsh. (E. E. T. S.)8g 
To pe doungate of J>e sonne. 1555 Wat reman Fardle 
Facions 1. iv. 43 Certeine of theina worshippe the Sonne at 
his vprijste, and curse him moste htttrely at his douxxe gate. 

Bowngeowne, obs. form.of Dungeon. 

Down grade, down-grade, [see Gbade.] 
lit. A downward gradient, a descending slope (on 
a railway, etc.) ; hence Jig. A downward course or 
tendency in morals, religion, etc. Also attrib. 

1885 Harper's Mag. Apr. 690/2 The tram keeps on its 
rapid down-grade run. 1887 Spurgeon ( title > Four Articles 
On the Down-Grade. 1888 Pall Mall G. 24 Apr. ir/x The 
Baptist Union, .both parties in the ‘ down-grade controversy ’ 
having marshalled their forces. 1890 Daily News 8 Dec. 
2/1. 1895 Westm. Gaz, 19 Apr. 3/2 A study in the down- 
grade of a village girl from seduction, .to prostitution. 

t Down-gyved, ppl. a. Obs. rare~\ [f. 
Down adv. IX. 4 - Gyve.] Explained by Steevens 
as meaning 4 Hanging down like the loose cincture 
which confines fetters round the ancles.’ 

x6o2 Shaks. Ham. n. i. So His stockings foul’d, Vngartred, 
and downe glued to his Anckle. 


Downbaiil (-hpl). Naut. [f. Down adv. + 
Haul v .] (See quot. 1867.) 

1669 Stqrmy Mariner's Mag , 17 ^ All down upon your 
doone hall. 1727 Swift Gulliver n. i. We belayed the fore 
downhaul. 1840 R. H. Dana Bef. Mast v. ir, I . . sprang 
forward, threw the downhaul over the windlass. _ 1867 
Smyth Sailor's Word-bk, Dozvn-haul, a rope passing up 
..to the upper corner of the sail to pull it down when 
shortening sail. Also., to the outer yard-arms of studding- 
sails, to take them in securely. 

b. attrib. Downhaul tackle (see quot. 1867). 
1762 Falconer Shtp'wr. 11. 319 Below the down- haul tackle 
others ply. 1867 Smyth Sailor's Word-bk., Dmi>n-haul 
tackles, employed when lower yards are struck, to prevent 
them from swaying about after the trusses are unrove. 

f Bow’niiailier. Naut. Obs, =prec. 

2794 Rigging 4- Seamanship I. 85 The higher studding- 
sails .. are drawn down to be furled or reefed by down- 
haulers. Ibid. 165 Dcnvnhauler , A rope which hoists down 
the stay-sails, studding-sails, and boom-sails, to shorten sail. 

Downlieartei. (-baited), a. Having the 
heart ‘down’ (see Down adv. 18) ; discouraged, 
low-spirited. (‘ A colloquial word/ Todd 1818.) 

a 1774 Ggldsm. Ess. (L.), Come, my good fellow, don’t be 
downhearted ; cheer up. x86o Ruskin in Anne Ritchie 
Rec. Tennyson, etc. zg Sept. (1892) 136, I am very glad to 
have your letter . . having been downhearted lately. 1869 
Goulburn Purs. Holiness xxi. 199 To console many 
a down-hearted Christian. 

Hence D ownliea rtedly adv. ; D ownlxea’rfced- 
ness. 

1655 Gurnall Chr. in Arm. Introd. v. (1669) 174, I.. find 
it come off as weakly and down-heartedly as before, a 1863 
Thackeray Haggarfys Wife (1887) 281 His down-hearted- 
ness, .surprised, .his acquaintances. 

t Bownheld. Obs. In 4 dun-, doun-, etc., 
-helde, -heild. [f. Held sb., slope.] A down- 
ward slope, declivity, decline, descent (lit. and Jig.). 

ax 300 Cursor M. 3822 (Cott.) Jacob . . sagh^e well be a 
doun heild. Ibid. 5468 Negh seuen score yeir of eld Was 
>is iacob at his don heild [Fair/, atte his doun helde]. 
Ibid. 6431 ]?e sun was at dun heild [Trin. doun helde]. 
Downhill (see below) sb., adv., and a. 

A. sb. (dairnhil). [f. Down adv.] 

1 . The downward slope of a hill; a decline, 
declivity, descent ( lit. and fig-)- 
1591 Sylvester Du Bartas 1. ii. 39 Th’ Icie down-Hils of 
this slippery Life. 1607 Topsell Four-/. Beasts (1658) 107 
Some on horseback, other on foot, follow the cry . . neither 
fearing thornes, woods, down-hils. 1795 Burke Regie. 
Peace iv. Wks. IX. 1x9 It is not possible that the downhill 
should not be slid into. 1853 W. Jrrdan Autobiog. III. 
xiv. 207 To cheer and solace the downhill of life. 

f 2 . slang, (pi.) False dice which run on the 
low numbers. Obs. 

a 1700 B. E. Did. Cant. Crew, Down-kills, Dice that run 
low. x8ot Sporting Mag. XVIII. xoo. 

B. adv. (daunhrl). [f. Down prep.] Down the 
slope of a hill ; in a descending direction ; on a 
decline ; down-wards (Ht. and Jig.). 

1659 Burton's Diary (1828) IV. 348 Whether It he up-hill 
or down-hill. 27x9 De Foe Crusoe 1. xiv, A very short cut, 
and all down-hill. 1795 Ld. Auckland Corr. (1862) III. 313 
They are going downhill . . a well-concerted opposition will 
end the business. 2871 Smiles Ckarac. i. (1876) 17 They 
broke through the French and sent them flying downhill. 

C. adj. (dairnhil). Sloping or descending down- 
wards ; declining. (Also figl) 

2727 Pope, etc. Art of Sinking 71 The gentle down -lull 
way to the bathos , <12729 Congreve (J.', A downhill 

greensward. 2782 Cowper Lett. 11 Nov., The down-hill 
side of life. 1850 Froude Hist. Eng. II. 408 The monks had 
travelled swiftly on the downhill road of human corruption, 
Downily, adv. rare. [f. Downy + -ly 2.] In 
a downy manner ; like down or fluff. 

1835 Blackw. Mag. XXXVIII. 639 We have detected 
particles of nutmeg reposing downily on the surface. 

Downiness (dau-nines). [f. Downy + -ness.] 
The condition or quality of being downy ; a downy 
growth or substance. 

2670 W. Simpson Hydro l. Ess. 14 Vapours arise out of the 
iron which turn into a downiness. 2695 H. Sampson in 
Phil. Trans. XIX 80 A Downyness upon her chin, unusual 
■with those of her Sex, 1708 Brit. Apollo No. 88. a/x A 
Hoary kind of Downyness. 1855 Browning^ Men 4- Worn-, 
Respectability, Your lip’s contour and downiness. 
Bownione, obs. form of Dungeon. 
t Downish, a. Obs. [f. Down a. + -ish.] 
Somewhat dejected or directed downward. 

2677 Land, Gaz. No. 1x77/4 One Booke Bookey, of a 
middle stature . . full fac’d, of a downish look. 17x0 in 
Ballard MSS. XXXVL No. 24 The Whigs are very 
downish here upon the late changes. : 

Bowrtkfe, obs, form of Dank. 

Downland l. [f. Down sbO ; cf. OE. dun- 
land.] I, and forming downs; hilly pasture-land. 

[c 1000 /Elfric Dent. i. 7 Feld landum & dun landum.J 
1842 Penny Cycl. XXIII. 343/2 There are also about 
£0,000 acres of down- land. 2884 W. J. Courthope Addison 
ii. 27 Salisbury Plain, with . . its open tracts of undulating 
downland. 

Downland [Cf. Upland.] I.and lying low, 
or sloping downwards ; in quot. attrib. 

1839 Stonehousr Axholme 399 Descending the downland 
lawns. 

Downless (dairnles), a. [f. Down sb£ + 
-less.] Without down. 

1598 Marlowe & Chapman Hero 4 L. v. 45 The downless 
rosy faces Of youths and maids. 1796 Withering Brit. 
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Plants (ed. 3) III. 222 Doronicum . . seeds of the circum- 
ference down -less and naked. 187a J. C, Jeaffreson 
Woman in spite of Herself _ I. 1. iv. 59 As downless and 
smooth-faced as any girl of eighteen summers, 

B0WH-Iie (»isi‘)> v. To lie down, go to bed, 
retire to rest (Chiefly in pres. pple. Down-lying.) 

1526 Pilgr. Perf (W. de W. 1531) 88 b, Prayer is moche 
necessary at all tymes, bothe vprysynge and downlyenge. 
c 1550 Decay Eng. by Shepe \ E.E. T.S.) 98 To kepe vj . 
persons, downe lyinge and vprisynge in nys house. ax6z 8 
Preston Serm. bef. his Majestie (1630) 74 There are so 
many uprising & down-lying, that must have bread and 
meate from day to day. 

Hence Down-lying vbl. sb. a. Lying down, 
going to bed ; taking of permanent quarters, b. 
Lying-in of a woman, confinement, [north, dial.) 

*535 Goodly Primer Ps. cxxxix, My ingoing and down- 
lying to sleep. 1603 Florid Montaigne 1. xxv. (1632) 82 
What they go withall is but a conceiving, and therefore 
nothing neere downlying. 1637 R. Monro Expedit. n. 
16 What hurt the enemy was able to have done us, 
before our down-lying. 1848 Mrs. Gaskell M. Barton 
ix, She expected her down-lying every day. 1855 Robinson 
Whitby Gloss., Dorm tigging time. 

Downlong, prep. and adj. fapp. coined by W. 
Morris; cf. headlong .] A. prep. Down along. 
B. adj. Rushing down headlong. 

*876 Morris Sigurd n. 91 The rush and rattle of waters, 
as the downlong flood swept by. 1895 — Beowulf 21 But 
me the sea upbore The flood downlong the tide. 

tBoW'nloolted (-lukt), a. Obs. [f. down-look- 
see Down a. 1 b.j Having downward or downcast 
looks; guiity-looking ; demure,. sheepish. 

1641 Brome jovial l Crew it Wks. 1873 III, 384, I never 
lik’d such demure down -look’d Fellows. 1677 Lend. Gaz. 
No. 1230/4 A middle size black man,, having short black 
brown lank hair . . down-look’d, a 1700 B. E. Diet. Cant. 
Crew, Blanks baffled, down-look’t, sheepish, guilty. 1700 
Dryden Palamon Arc. 11. 489 Jealousy.. Downlook’d, 
and with a cuckow on her fist. 1814 Scott Ld. of Isles m. 
xix, Men. .of evil mien, Down-look’d, unwilling to be seen. 
BownlooMag (-lukiq), a. That looks down. 
1823 Scott Quentin D. II, A.. middle sized man with a 
down-looking visage. 184a Mrs. Browning Grk. CJtr. 
Poets i2 Wilhelm Meister’s uplooking and downlooking 
aspects, the reverence to things above and things below. 
1881 Miss' Y onge Lads Lasses Langley ii. 120 The rude, 
clumsy, stupid, down looking fellow he had been. 
Downlying : see Down-lie. 

Downmost (dctu*nm* u st),-<w&. and adj. Also 
dial, downermost : cf. the obs. comparative 
downermore : see Down adv. VIII. 

1790 Blagden in Phil. Trans. LXXX. 342 So poised as 
that a certain part should be always downmost. . 1822 
Coleridge Lett Convers..etc. II. 92 Set the jewel in the 
marriage ring with the speck downmost. 1849 Carlisle in 
Eng. Hist. Rev. (1886) 1. 333 The early or downmost part 
of the sheets had mouldered. 1879 Geo. Eliot Tkeo. Such 
307 A fowl tied head downmost. 

Downpour (-pd*i), sb. A pouring down; 
esp. a heavy, continuous fall (of rain, etc.). 

1811 Agric. Survey Hebrides 741 (Jap.) A down-pour 
which had persevered in deluging the island for a week. 
1859 R. F. Burton Centr. Afr. in Jml. Geog. Soc. XXIX. 
242 The downpour is desultory and uncertain, causing 
frequent droughts and famine. 1872 Proctor Ess. Astron. 
xi. 151 A systematic and continuous downpour of missiles. 
Downright (dcumr^rt, denrnroit), adv.. ad/., 
and sb. [f. Down adv. + Right adj. and adv., in 
OE. riht, rihte : cf. Abownright.] 

A. adv. (Stressed downright when preceding 
the word it qualifies, downright when following.) 
1 1. Straight down ; vertically downwards. Obs. 
T1205 Lay. 25613 pe drake . . flah dun rihte, mid feondliche 
rtesen. c 1320 Seuyn Sag. (W.) 621 ‘The elde tre . . Hewe 
him to the grounde dounrignt. 1426 Audelay Poems 23 He 
fel downe rygt into hel sodenly. 1538 H. Medwall Nature 
(1896) 40 Some shote sydelong and some down ryght. 1674 
Ray Notes Husb. 129 That part of the root, which descends 
down-right. 1728 Pope Dune. 11. 288 He. . Shot to the black 
abyss, and plung’d downright. 1763 Brit. Mag. IV. 554 
Several, .were seen to sink downright, by some people who 
were on the cliffs. 

2. Thoroughly, absolutely, quite, positively, out 
and out, outright. 

a 1300 E. E. Psalter cv. 18 pe lowe it swath sinful doun- 
right. 1377 Langl. P. PL B. xvm. 191 God gaf J?e dome 
..pat Adam & Eue . . Shulde deye doune rigte. 1480 Cax- 
ton Ckron. Eng. ccxlvii. (1482) 314 Scottes that day were 
slayne doune right the substaunce of them alle. 1588 
Shaks. L. L. L. iv. i. 389 They’l mocke vs now downe- 
right. 1664 H. More Myst. I nig., Apol. 562 Unless you 
were down-right mad. 1724 R. Falconer Voy. (1769) 141 
Killed four downright, and wounded several. 1832 Ht. 
Martin eau Homes Abroad v. 66, I was downright scared. 
1 3. In a direct or straightforward manner ; 
plainly, definitely. Obs. 

1600 Shaks. A. Y. L. in. iv. 31 You haue heard him 
sweare downright he was. 1680 Otway Cains Marius iv. i, 
An honest, simple, downright-dealing Lord. 1684 T. Burnet 
Th. Earth 11. 131 St. Peter .. uses a plain literal style, and 
discourses down-right concerning the natural world, 
t 4. Straightway, straight. Ohs. 

1647 H. More Song of Soul n. ii. r. iii, The soul that 
I. .Must now pursue and fall upon down-right. 1712 Ar- 
buthnot John Bull u. iii, This paper put Mrs. Bull in such 
a passion that she fell down right into a fit. 

B., adj. (Usually stressed dow'nright; but 
sometimes downright at the end of a clause.) 

I. Directed straight downwards ; vertical; directly 
descending. 


2530 Palsgr. 215/1 Downeright stroke, faille. 157S Lyte 
Dodoens v. xiv, 566 This Hawkweede hath ..no deepe 
downeright roote. 1593 Shaks. 2 Hen. VI, n. hi. 92 Haue 
at thee with a downe-right blow. 1621 G. Sandys Ovids 
Met . 11. <1626) 225 To iump from downe-right cliffes. 1684 
Bunyan Pilgr. 11. 71 He gave him again a down-right blow, 
and brought him upon his knees. 1759 Phil. Trans. LI. 
299 Its motion was . . quite downright, i. e. perpendicular to 
the horizon. 1857 Whittier What of the Day ? 3 Thunders 
. . Far-rolling ere the downright lightnings glare. 

2. fig. a. Direct, straightforward, not circuitous ; 
plain, definite. Of persons: Plain and direct in 
speech or behaviour (sometimes implying blunt- 
ness of manner). Obs. or arch. 

1603 Shaks. Meas.for M. m. ii. 12 After this downe-right 
way of Creation. ax6x6 Beaum. & Fl. Knight Malta v. ii, 
Your downright captain still J’lllive,and serve you. a 1626 
Bacon (J. 1, An .admonition from a dead author, or a caveat 
from an impartial pen, will prevail more than a downright 
advice. 1717 Savage Love in Veil 1. i, What we call in 
downright English a pimp. 1733 Pope Her. Sat . 11. i. 52 
As plain As downright Shippen, or as old Montaigne. 1856 
Froudb Hist. Eng. (1858) II. vii. 145 He had a certain 
downright honesty about him. 

to. That is thoroughly or entirely (what is de- 
noted by the sb.); nothing less than . . , mere, 
absolute, positive, thorough, ‘flat’, * out-and-out’. 

1565 73 Cooper Thesaurus , A utopyron, Browne bread . . 
downe right bread. a 1628 Preston Serm. bef. his 
Majestie (1630) 19 To be a downe-right Papist. 1699 
Bentley Pkal. 267 This is no better than down-right Non- 
sense. 1712 Steele Sped. No. 266 r 3 [She] is not to have 
down-right Money, but. .a Present of Plate. 2875 Jowett 
Plato (ed. a) I. 344 He is a downright atheist. 

C. sb. (< downright ). [The adj. used ellipt ] 

+ 1- A vertical line ; a perpendicular. Obs. 

1674 N. Fairfax Bulk <$■ Selv. 153 Brought by a sharp 
angle to a downright or perpendicular . . with the thiller. 

2. {pi. ) Name of a quality of wool. 

*793 Vansittart Reft. Concl. Peace 73 Downrights £1200 
per pack, Seconds fix o o. 1832-52 M«Culloch Did. 
Comm. 1428 The best English short native fleeces . . are . . 
divided by the wool sorter into . . 1. Prime ; 2. Choice ; 3. 
Super; 4. Head; 5. Downrights; 6. Seconds. 

B O wnri'ghtly , adv. rare. [f. Downright a. 
+ -ly -.] In a downright manner ; directly ; 
thoroughly: = Downright adv. 

1642 Digby Observ . Sir T. Browne's Relig. Med. (1659) 
2i Averring down-rightly, That God cannot doe contradic- 
tory things. 1679 Kid in G. Hickes Spirit of Popery 7 
Prelacy., is destructive down-rightly to the Sworn Coven- 
ants. 1882 Society 7 Oct. 26/2 Persistently overbearing, if 
not. .downrightly insolent. 

Downrightness (daunrartnes). [f. as prec. 
-f -ness.] The quality of being downright ; direct- 
ness, straightforwardness of speech or behaviour. 

1628 Earle Microcosm . t Blunt Man (Arb.) 56 Hee is 
generally honest . . and his downerightnesse credits him. 
1809-12 Mar. Edgeworth Manoeuvring vii. Wks. 1832 II. 
28 They have . . so much self-will, and mercantile down- 
rightness in their manners, 1845 Thackeray Crit. Rev. 
Wks. 1886 XXIII. 237 [To] expose their error with all the 
downrightness that is necessary, 

*t Downrights, adv . Obs. rare. [f. as prec. 
with genitivai = Downright adv. 1 . 

£1350 Will. Paleme 1165 pe almauns seweden sadly & 
slows doun rigtes. 1659 D. Pell hnpr. Sea 419 They 
would .. go downrights into the. bottome. Ibid. 512 The 
enemy, .hath made after you to sinke you down-rights. 

Bownrttsh (-rtff). Kush down, rapid descent. 

1855 Brimley Ess., Tennyson 73 Like the downrush of 
a mighty cataract. 1893 Sir R. Ball Story of Sun 140 
There must be a down-rush of. .cooled gas from above. 

Bownset (dcurnset). Also (sense 2 ) -seat, -sit. 

+ 1. Going down or setting (as of the sun). Obs. 

1610 Holland Camden* s Brit. n. 128 His honour and 
fortunes were for ever at their downe-set. 

2. Sc. An establishment, settlement. 

1818 Miss Ferrier Marriage I. 120 By my faith, but you 
have a bein downset. 2822 Galt Entail II. 274 (Jam.) 
A warm down-seat’s o’ far mair consequence . . than the silly 
low o’ love. 1871 W. Alexander Johnny Gibb xxxviii. 
(1873) 213 He’ll get a braw doonsit at Gushetneuk. 

3. A setting or putting down, a rebuke. 

1824 Miss Ferrier Inker, viii, Nowise disconcerted at 
the downset she had received. 

Bownset, a. Her. Of a fess : Broken so that 
the one half is set lower than the other by its 
whole width. 

1847 Gloss. Brit. Her. 141 The best way would be to say 
downset on the dexter or sinister side. 

Downshare, corrupt f. Denshtre. 

1796 J. Boys Agric. Kbit 37 Wheat, Barley, Oats, Oats, 
Rye Grass . .is the course after downsharing that has hitherto 
generally prevailed. Ibid. Downshare land. 

Downside (dairnsoid). The under side ; in 
phr. downside up (after upside down). Also culvb . : 
? = downwards, or ? short for downside up. 

1683 Dryden & Lee Dk, of Guise v. i, A. Since last we 
parted at the barricadoes. The world’s turned upside down. 
C. No,* faith, 'tis better now, ’tis downside up. 1833 L. 
Ritchie Wand, by Loire 56 The factionnaire seized the 
document, and looked at it upside and downside for some 
time. 1885 H. Pearson R. Browning 13 Whether the 
thing shall be hung upside, downside, or endwise. 

Downstairs (.see below), adv. phr. \adj. y sb.) 
Less freq. downstair (esp. as adj). 

a. adv. phr. (daunste«\iz). Down the stairs ; 
on or to a lower floor or (Jig) 1 the lower regions \ 

1596 Shaks. i Hen. IV, 11. iv. 112 His industry is vp- 


staires and down-staires, his eloquence the parcel! of a 
reckoning. 1597 — 2 Hen. IV, n. iv. 202 Thrust him 
downe stayres. a 1631 Drayton Wks. II. 490 (Jod.) When 
upstair one, downstair another, hies. 1791 Mrs. Radcliffe 
Rom. Foi est x, As she went downstairs, a 1845 Barham 
Ingol. Leg,, Bros. Birchington xxiii, Such affairs .. are 
bruited about . . 4 down-stairs ’ Where Old Nick [etc.]. 1883 
Reade Many a Slip in Harped s Mag. Dec. 133/2 Down- 
stairs the lady did not charm. ■ 

to. attrib. or adj. (dcurnste'U(z). 

1819 Metropolis 1. 146 At the feet of down stairs Cinderella. 
1824 Miss Mitford Village Ser. 1. (1863) 222, I have 
sometimes .. feared that her down-stair life was less happy. 
Mod. The downstairs rooms. 

c. sb. (daunste®uz). The downstairs part of a 
building ; the lower regions. 

1843 Mrs. Carlyle Lett. I. 254 The old green curtains of 
downstairs were become filthy. 1877 H. Smart Play or 
Pay (1878) 125 The accredited down stairs is so utterly 
overstocked with that pavement [good intentions], 1896 
Westm. Gaz. 23 Apr. 2/3 The magistrate could not dis- 
criminate whether upstairs or down-stairs began [the fight], 

+ Bownsteepy, a. Obs. rare~ l . [f. Down 
adv. + Steepy a ] Steeply descending, precipitous. 

2603 Fi.orio Montaigne (2613) 97 (T.) He came to a craggy 
and down steepy rock. 

Downthrow (dau*n>rj«). 

1. A throwing or being thrown down. rare. 

1615 Catascopes in Farr S. P. fas. I (2848) 352 Wars, the 

canker of estate, Hel’s image and al commonweale’s down- 
throw. 1891 Times 21 Oct. 5/3 Unable to take his down- 
throw philosophically. 

2. Geol. . The depression of strata below the 
general level on one side of a fault. (Originally a 
miners’ term.) Also attrib. 

2858 A. C. Ramsay Geol. Struct. Merioneth, etc. 5 Down 
the Bala valley . . there runs a great fault. It is a down- 
throw to the north-west. 1882 Geikie Geol. Sk. 282 A true 
fault with an upthrow and downthrow side. 1889 Croll 
Stellar Evol. 54 About a mile E.S.E. of Beddgelert, there 
is a fault with a downthrow of 5000 feet. 

Downtrod, ppl. a. =next. 

2596 Shaks. i Hen. IV, 1. iii. 135, 1Q0. x' I will lift the down- 
trod [Fols.' downfall, -fain] Mortimer. 1606 Sylvester Du 
Bartas ii. iv.i. Trophies 887 [He] Wholly extirps the down- 
trod Iebusite. 

Downtrodden (dauntrp-d’n), pa. pple. and 
(daivntrp 5 d'n), ppl. a. 

1. Trampled down ; beaten down by treading. 

2568 U. Fulwel Like Will to Like in Hazl. Dodsley III. 

J 4i Repent, repent, your sins shall be downtrodden. 2846 
I. Rogers Ess. (i860) I. 275 The down-trodden grass. 
2875 Longf. Pandora viii. 4 The flowers, downtrodden by 
the wind. 

2. Jig. Crushed down by oppression or tyranny. 
*595 Shaks. John n, i. 242 Ihis downe-troden equity. 
2642 Milton Reform. 11. ad fin., The most dejected . . and 
downtrodden, vassals of perdition. 1845-6 Trench Huh. 
Led. Ser. 1. iii. 43 All the . . crushed and down-trodden of 
the earth. 1858 J. Martineau Stud. Chr. 342 The down- 
trodden serfs of Franconia. 

Hence 30own-tro:ddenness. 

1881 F. G. Lee Reg. Baront. i. 5 Their expatriation, 
poverty, and down-troddenness. 

Downward (dau-nwpid), adv. (prep) and 
adj. For forms see Down adv. [Primarily an 
aphetic form of Apownward, in OE. adtinweard ; 
but subseq. referred directly to Down : see -ward.] 
A. adv. 

1. Towards a lower place or position ; towards 
what is below: with a descending motion or ten- 
dency. a. in reference to movement through space. 

c 1200 Trin. Coll. Horn. 105 Ech god giue . . cumeS of 
heuene dunward. c 1230 Bali Meid. 19 Ha. .walden fallen 
duneward. 2297 R. Glouc. (1724) 362 As hii \>&t donward 
come. 1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. xm. xxiv. (2495) 
456 A drope . . fallyth dounwarde by his owne heuynesse. 
*535 Coverdale 2 Kings xx. 10 It is an easy thinge for the 
shadowe to go ten degrees downewarde. 1641 French 
Distill. \. (1651) 40 This Oil taken inwardly worketh up- 
ward and downward. 2887 Bowen Virg. JEneid i. 607 
While streams downward run to the sea. 

to. in reference to direction, attitude, or aspect. 
C2400 Maundev. (Roxb )xix. 87 Lukand douneward to 
erthe. c 1450 Douce MS. 55 ch. x, Tourne the brede doun- 
warde in the panne. 1562 J. Heywood Prov. $ Epigr. 
(1867) 1 13, I looke downeward to my feete. 2793. Southey 
Triumph Woman 302 Why downward droops his musing 
head ? 1855 Browning Old Pictures in Florence x, ’Tis 
looking downward makes one dizzy. 

c. in reference to position or situation. 
a 1300 Cursor M. 9887 (Cott.) pis castel dunward ban es 
it polist slight, c 1391 Chaucer Astrol. 11 § 36 Thanne 
set I the point . , down ward in the same signe. c 2512 1st 
Eng. Bk. Amer. (Arb.) Introd. 33/2 Fro ye myddell don- 
warde ben they lyke the halfe neder parte of an horse.. 1641 
J. Jackson True Evang. T. 11. 215 [St. Peter] was crucified. . 
with his head downward. 1667 Milton P. L. 1. 463 Dagon 
his Name, Sea Monster, upward Man And downward Fish. 
2854 J* Scoffern in Orrs Circ. Sc. Chem. 24 Metallic 
cones, ranged apices downward. 

2. jig. a. Towards that which is lower in order, 
or inferior in any way. 

a 1300 Cursor M. 1943 (Cott.) Fra me dun-ward drogh 
man his thoght. c 1440 Jacob's Well (E.E.T.S.) 48 In J>e 
lyne of kynrede dounward, pi sone to pe is in j?e firste 
degre. . 1596 Dalrymple tr. Leslie's Hist. Scot. iv. 260 The 
Peichtis in thair guddis and ryches downward began to 
declyne. . <21732 T. Boston Crook in Lot (1805) 160 God 
carries his people’s circumstances downward, .till they come 
to that point. 1847 Emerson Repr. Men. Wks. (Bohn) 1. 
351 Things seem to tend downward, to justify despondency. 
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b. Onward from an earlier to a later time. 

x6xx Bible Trans l . Pref 3 From Christes time downe- 
ward. 1679-1714 Burnet Nisi. Ref. an. 1535 (R.) From 
the twelfth century downward. 1849 Grote Greece u. lxvi, 
AH the old laws of Athens, from Solon downward. 

8 . Comb . 

1821 Shelley Prometk. Unh. n. v, Downward-gazing 
flowers. 1871 Browning Balaust. 1370 The downward- 
dwelling people. 1878 B. Taylor Deukalioit in. i. 97. 

■f 33. prep. = Down prep. 1 . Obs. rare. 

<7x430 Ptlgr. Lyf ' Matikode 1. v. (18691 3 A corde..he 
hadde set dounward j?e wal. 

C. adj. 

1 . Directed towards that which is lower; descend- 
ing ; inclined downward, a. lit. 

1552 Huloet, Downewarde, pneceps. 159a Shaks. Pen. 
4* Ad, 1x06 This foul.. boar, Whose downward eye still 
looketh for a grave. 1697 Dryden Virg. Georg, iv. 517 The 
downward track. 1728-46 Thomson Spring 188 In the 
western sky the downward sun Looks out. 1878 Huxley 
Physiogr. 146 The downward current of the river. 

to- fig- 

a 1586 Sidney ( J.) At the lowest of my downward thoughts. 
1700 Dryden Sigism. <$• Guise, 344 Thy low fall .. Shows 
downward appetite to mix with mud. 1727-46 Thomson 
Summer 1516 A Hhmpden .. who stemmed the torrent of 
a downward age To slavery prone. 1869 Freeman Norm. 
Conq. (1876) III. xiii. 303 Steps in a downward scale. 

2. Lying or situated below ; lower, rare. 

at 300 Cursor M. 9926 (Gcjtt.) pat rechis to be don war 
[v. r. nepemest] light. 1697 Dryden Virg. Georg. 1/341 
Aurora . , lights the downward Heav'n. 1824 Campbell 
Theodric 138 The waste and wild Schreckhorn . . frowning 
. .Upon a downward world of pastoral charms. 

Hence Downwardly adv. - Downward adv . ; 
Downwardnes 3 . 

1839 Bailey Festus iii. (1832) 26 That down ward ness of 
soul. 1850 Browning Easter Day xv. 33 Certain rays.. 
Shot downwardly, 1872 Mivart Elem, Anat. 60 The 
downwardly tapering condition of the coccygeal vertebrae. 

Downwards (dau*nvv§idz), adv. [f. Down- 
ward with adverbial genitive -es, -s: see -wards.] 

1. a. = Downward adv. 1 a, b. 

1622 M abbe tr. A leman's Guzman if A If. I. 220 The 
Light is turned down-wards. 1634 Sir T. Herbert Trav. 
2tx Her bill is crooked downwards. 1641 Wilkins Math. 
Magick 1. ix. (1648) 57 The squeezing or pressing of things 
downewards. 1726 Adv. Capt. R. Boyle 3 The Tide running 
downwards. 1879 Lubbock Sci. Led. ii.’ 36 The hairs which 
cover the stalks usually point downwards. 

b. = Downward adv. 1 c. 

1x400 Maundev. (1839) xv. 166 perfore make pei the 
halfendel of ydole of a man vpwardes, and the toper half of 
an ox dounwardes.. 1620 Melton Astrolog. 28 The 
Antipodites have their feete downewards and their heads 
upwards as well as wee. 1756-7 tr. Kevsler's Trav. ( 17601 II. 
419 A small antique Venus, with a drapery from the waist 
downwards. 1826 Disraeli Viv. Grey \ 1. i, He tossed., 
the great horn upside downwards. 

2. Jig. m Downward adv. 2. 

<2x654 Selden Table-T. (Arb.) 69 Some of them are 
asham'd upwards, because their Ancestors were too great. 
Others are asham'd downwards, because they were too 
little. 1857 Chambers’ Information 1. 691 Angling ; Worm- 
gut varies in length from nearly two feet and downwards. 
1885 L. O. Pike Yearbks, 12 #13 Edw. /// Introd. 42 
From the time of Glanville downwards. 

Bownweigll (daunw^'), v. traits . To weigh 
down ; to exceed in weight or influence, to out- 
weigh ; to depress, as with a weight. 

x6oo_W. Vaughan Direct. Health (1633) 153 A forced 
sanguine complexion .. might down-waigh the naturall 
melancholike power. 1723 T rickology 1 6 The Nod of a 
pretending Fop easily down-weighs the Applause of fudges 
competent, <2x851 Moir Poems , Message of Seth vi, The 
gloom, .down weighs My spirit. 

t Down weight, down-weight. Obs. 
That which weighs down the scale of a balance; 
full or good weight, attrib. Heavy enough to 
weigh down the scale ; of full weight. Also fig. 

CX524 Churchw. Acc. St. Mary hi If London (Nichols 
X797) 128, 46 oz. of silver plate, 20 downewaight, to be made 
into two chalices. 1591 Florio 2 nd Fruites 67 A. These 
your crownes are verie light. S. Naie, rather they are 
dpwne waight. 1638 Chillingw. Relig. Prat. 1. i. § 8 
They will not be pleas’d without a down weight, but God is 
contented if the scale be turn’d, 1698 S. Clarke Script. 
Just. xii. 61 That I may give down-weight, I shall add 
these Reasons more. 

t Bownwith, a. and sb. Obs . or Sc. A. adj. 
Downward. B. sb. A downward course. 

<7x470 Henry Wallace ix. 911 A down with waill the 
Sothroun to thaim had ; 16x7 Markham Caval. vi. 9 If the 
fierce Horse haue . . either vpwithes, inwithes or downe- 
withes, which Is that he may either runne within the side of 
hilles, vp hils, or downs hils. 1808-25 Jamieson s.v,, To the 
downwith, downwards. Downwith, descending, as, a 
downwich road, opposed to an acclivity. 

Downy (datrni), a. 1 [f. Down sb A + -y 1 .] 

Of the nature of a down ; characterized by downs. 

1671 St. Foine Improved 8 The Downy and dry parts of 
England and Wales. 1772-84 Cook Voy. (1790) III. 817 
The land.. was of the downy kind, without a single tree. 
2867 Motley Corr. 20 Aug., A rolling, downy country. 

Downy (dairni), aS [f. Down sbS -t- -y L] 

1 . Of the nature of or like down ; feathery, fluffy. 

1578 Lyte Dodocns v. xiv. ,5 66 The flowers of milke 
Thistel. .change into rounds cotton or downie bawies. X590 
Spenser F. Q. ii. xii. 79 On his tender lips the downy heare 
Did . . freshly spring. X597 Shaks. 2 Hen. IV, rv. v. 32 
There lyes a dowlney feather, which stirres not. 1742 
Young Nt. Th.i. 4 Sleep. .Swift on his downy Pinion flies. 


2840 R. H. Dana Bef. Mast xxvi. 85 Thick downy feathers, 
taken from the breasts of various birds. 

2 . Made or consisting of down. 

a 1593 Greene Alpkonsus tv. Wks. (Rtldg.) 243 Mars lies 
slumbering on his downy bed. 27x2-4 Pope Rape Lock 1. 
19 Belinda still her downy pillow prest. 2820 Sporting 
Mag. VI. 79 The morning was truly forbidding for the swells 
to leave their downy dabs. 

3 . Covered or clothed with down. 

X59X Shaks. t Hen. VI, v. iii. 56 So doth the Swan her 
downie Signets saue. 1697 Dryden Virg. Past . it. 72 For 
downy Peaches and the glossie Plum. 1725 Bradley Fam. 
Diet. s.v. Peonie, The Leaves are indented, downy on the 
Backside. 1837 Lytton E. Malfrav. 20 Happiness and 
health bloomed on her downy cheeks. 

b. Hence in specific names of plants, as Downy 
Ling , Downy Oat , Downy Willow , etc. 

1548 Turner Names of Herbes {1881) 81 It [Clematis 
Vitalbal maybe called in Englishe Heguine, or Downiuine. 
x86x Miss Pratt Flower. PI. IV. 193 Downy Woundwort. 

4 . transf. and jig. Down-like, soft as down. 

1602 Marston Antonio’s Rev. iii. ii. Wks. 1856 I. xo8 lie 

..couch my heade in downie moulde. 2605 Shaks. Macb. 
tt. iii. 8x Shake off this Downey sleepe, Deaths counterfeit. 
1742 Young Nt. Th. v. 397 Time steals on with downy 
Feet. 1839 Bailey Festus <,1854) 391 A warmer beauty and 
a downier depth. 

5 . slang . [with sense from Down adv . 22 .] 
Wide-awake, ‘ knowing \ 

1821 Egan Tom <$• Jerry (1890) 95 (Farmer) Mr. Mace 
had long been christened by the downies, the ‘ dashing 
covey'. 1825 C. M. Westmacott Eng. Spy I. 379 The 
resident must be considered a downy one. 1837 Thackeray 
r ellowplnsk i. (1887) 14 I in generally considered tolerably 
downy. 1873 Miss Braddon_ Strangers 4- Ptlgr. . m. v, 
Hilda, you're the downiest bird — I beg your pardon, the 
cleverest woman I ever met with. 

6. Comb.) as downy- cheeked, - clad , -feathered \ 
fruited , - sprouting , -winged adjs. 

1398 Sylvester Du Bartas ii. ii. hi. Colonies 42 The 
feeble downie-feathered Young. 1606 Ibid. n. iv. 11. Magni- 
ficence 698 Some douny-clad, some tfledger) take a twig To 
pearch-upon, some hop from sprig to sprig. X791 Cowper 
Iliad ix. 553 To make me downy-cheek'd as in my youth, 
1815 Shelley Demon of Wo rid 23 Downy-winged slumbers. 

Dowp, Dowress: see Doup, Doweress. 
t Bo wrier. Sc. Obs. Also dowariar. [a. F. 
douairibre a woman enjoying a dowry, a dowager, 
f. douaire Dower, dowry.] = Dowager. 

1533 Wriothesley Chron. (1875) I. 18 To be called Ladie 
Kaiherin, wife of Prince Arthur, dowariefr] of Englande. 
*555 Sc. Acts Mary (1597) § 28 In presence of theQueenis 
Grace, Marie, Queene Dowrier [ed. 15 66 Dowariar], and 
Regent of Scotland. 1566 Hist. Est. Scot, in Wodr. Soc. 
Misc. (1844) 82 The Queene Dowrier sent forth a trutnpett 
out of the Castle. 1596 Dalrymple tr. Leslie's Hist . 
Scot . x. 414 Mary Queue of Scotland and Douariar of 
France. 

Dowry (dau»*ri). Forms : 4-5 dowary(e, 
doweri^e, -rye, 7 dowarie, 6 (9) dowery ; 4-7 
dowrie, -rey, -rye, 5-- dowry, [a. AF. dozvarie 
fem. — OF. douaire mase., dower, dowry : cf. med.L. 
doaria fem. (1273 in Du Cange), beside doarium, 
dodarium , dolarium, neut. : see Dower.] 
fl. » Dower i. Obs. 

[1292 Britton ii. xix. § 3 Le garraunt de sa dowarie avaunt 
le assignement . . de sa certeyne dowarrie. Ibid. v. iii. § 5 
Dowarie deit estre assigne entierement et ne mte par 
parcelerie.] <1x330 R. Brunne Chron. Wace (Rolls) 6538 
Ffrensche wymen wolde k e y non take.. To haue cleym 
J>orow heritage, Ne dowarye )?orow mariage. 1418 E. E. 
Wills (1882) 32 Here Dowerye here parte belonging 
to here of al my godes. 1584 Powel Lloyd’s Cambria 
217 Who had for her Dowrie Lhannerchheidol. 1609 
Skene Reg. Maj. Table 76 The dowarie or great terce, 
perteining to ane woman. ( 17x3 Steele Englishman No. 
28. 182 His wife is deprived of her Dowry. 1841 Lane 
Arab. Nts . 76 If he replies that he accepts her, and gives 
her a dowry. 

2 . The money or property the wife brings her 
husband ; the portion given with the wife ; tocher, 
dot ; cf. Dower 2. 

C1400 Cato's Morals 58 in Cursor M. App. iv, Fie to take 
wife, .take hir for na doweri. 15x3 Douglas AEneis xi. vii, 
182 Gif .. this haldryall Suld be thy drowry, and rich gift 
dotall. 1530 Palsgr. 358 She that is good and fayre nede 
none other dowrie. 1644 Milton Jdgm. Eucer (1851) 
333 That the Husband wrongfully divorcing his Wife, 
should give back her dowry. 1728 Morgan Algiers 
I. iii. 36 Augustus married her to his Royal captive, 
and for a Dowry bestowed on him the Mauritanian and 
Numidiam crowns. 1874 b. Stephen Hours in Library 
(1892) I. vi. 221 [He] has impoverished himself to provide 
nis daughters' dowries. 

f 3 . A present or gift given by a man to or for his 
bride, (In quot. 1717 given by the woman.) Obs. 

c 1450 Henryson Conipt. Creseide (R.) This roiall ring set 
with this rubie redd Which Troilus in dowrie to me sende, 
x6xx Bible Gen. xxxiv. 12 Aske mee neuer so much dowrie 
and gift .. but giue me the danisell to wife. 17x7 Croxall 
Ovid’s Met. viu. i, To his dear tent I’d fly ..confess my 
flame And grant him any dowry that he'd name. 

4 .fig. A ‘gift’ or talent with which any one is 
endowed by nature or fortune ; an endowment. 

c 1440 Hylton Scala Perf. (W. de W. 1404) 11. iv, The 
body of man.. shall receyue fully the rycne dowary of 
vndedlynes. 1596 Shaks. Merck. V. iii. ii. 95 So are 
those crisped snakie golden locks.. often knowne To be the 
dowrie of a second head. 1625 Bacon Ess., Greatness 
Kingd. (Arb.) 491 Strength at Sea (which is one of the 
Principall Dowries of this Kingdome). 1841-4 Emerson 
Ess., Prudence Wks. (Bohn) I. 97 Beauty should be the 
dowry of every man and woman. 2857 H. Keed Led. Brit. 
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Poets ii. 73 A taste for poetry brings a rich dowry of 
intellectual and moral happiness. _ 

5. Comb.) as dowry -money ; dowry- seeking adj. 
2675 tr. Camden's Hist. Eliz. 1. (1688) 67 Her Dowry-money 
not payed out of France. 1886 W . J. Tucker E. Europe 
267 The love-sick or dowry-seeking soldier. 

f Dowry, V. Obs. [£. prec. sb.] trans. . To give 
a dowry to. 

2588 Parke tx. Mendoza's Hist. China 45 a, For to dowrie 
their wiues with whom they shalbe married. 

t Dowsabel. Obs. An English form (through 
French) of the female name Dulcibella. Perhaps first 
used in some pastoral song, whence applied generi- 
cally to a sweetheart, ‘ lady-love ’ : cf. Doll sbA 1. 

[1585-6 in Winterton Parish Register as Dussable.] 
2590 Shaks. Com . Err. iv. i. 110 Where Dowsabell did 
claime me for her husband. 1593 Drayton Bclog. iv, He 
had as antique stories tell A daughter cleaped Dowsabel. 
a 1652 Brome Eng. Moor iii, iii. Wks. 1873 II. 48 [Women] 
Of all conditions, from the Doxie to the Dowsabel. 2675 
Cotton Scoffer Sco/t 75 Give me her for my Dowsabel. 

Bowse (dauz), v. Also dowze, douse. [Deri- 
vation unknown ; app. a dialect term.] intr . 
To use the divining- or dowsing-rod in search of 
subterraneous supplies of water or mineral veins. 

Hence Bowsing vbl. sb. ; Bowser (dau-zoi), 
one who uses the divining-rod, a water-diviner ; 
Dowsing-rod, the rod or twig used by dowsers. 

1691 Locke Lower. Interest 40 Not of the nature of the 
deusing-rod, or virgula divina, able to discover mines of 
gold and silver. 1838 Mrs. Bray Tradit. Devonsh. III. 
260 The superstition relative to the dowsing or divining rod, 
and the dowsers themselves, is too well known to be noticed 
here. 1865 R. Hunt Pop. Rom. W. Eng. Ser. 1. Introd. 20 
The divining or dowzing rod is certainly not older than the 
German miners, who were brought over by Queen Elizabeth 
to teach the Cornish to work their mines. 1869 Eng. 
Mech. 31 Dec. 380,1 The ‘dowsing’ or ‘divining’ rod is 
a forked stick of some fruit-bearing wood, generally hazel, 
held by the extremity of each prong of the fork in a peculiar 
way. 1888 Standard 22 Dec., These authorities [ H astings 
Board of Guardians] lately invoked the aid of a * Dowser 
or water diviner, to tell them where to sink a well. 1894 
Daily News 28 Dec. 5/2 The dry summer of 1893 brought 
the Divining Rod forward . . * dowsers ’ sought for water 
with the mystic ‘twig’, and, very often, found it. /bid., 
Instances are adduced of ladies who have tried, .and found 
that they could ‘ dowse ’. 

Dows- : see Douc-, Dous-. 

Dowsing-cheek, -chock- Also dousing-. 

We ale Diet. Terms , Dowsing checks, c 2850 
Ritdim. Navig. (Weale) 116 Doivsing chocks , pieces fayed 
athwart the apron and lapped on the knight-heads or inside 
stuff above the upper deck. 

Bowsy, a. Sc. [? related to Dozy.] Stupid. 
1508 Dunbar Flyting w. Kennedie 158 God gif this 
dowsy be drownd. 1529 More Suppl. ofSoidys Wks. 332/1 
Beeing so dowsie drunke, that he coulde neither stande nor 
reele. 1843 Whist le-lnnkie (Sc. Songs) (1890) II. 99 
Watchin' ilka step o’ your wee dousy brither. 

Dowt(e, etc., obs. form of Doubt, etc. 
Dowter, Dowtie, -y, Dowve, obs, ff. 
Daughter, Doughty a ., Dove. 

Dowy, var. Dowie ; obs. form of Doughy. 

-dox : see Doxy^. 

Boxastic (c^ksae'stik), a. [ad. Gr. Zo£a<jriK- 6 $ 
forming opinion, conjectural, f. do^acfTrjs con- 
jecturer, f. 5 o£a£-uy to conjecture.] Of or per- 
taining to opinion ; depending on or exercising 
opinion. Also as sb. An object of opinion. 

1794 T. Taylor Plotinus Introd, 22 Different objects of 
knowledge wereknown by different gnostic powers . . sensibles 
by sense, doxastics by opinion. . x8ox — A ristotle’s Metaph. 
Introd. 54 Subordinate to this is the doxastic energy. 28221 
— Apuleins r. 332 Things which may be seen by the 
eyes, and touched by the hand, and which Plato calls 
doxastic. 

Boxological (df7kst7l^*d3ikal), a. [f. Doxo- 
Logy + -ic + -al.] Pertaining to or of the nature 
of a doxology ; praising, glorifying. 

1655 Howell Lett. IV. 123 A Doxologicat Cronogram 
including this present yeer mdclv. 1695 G. Hooper Disc. 
Lent 353 (T. Suppl.) The three first collects are noted 
to be wholly doxological. 1883 H, M. Kennedy tr. Ten 
Brink’s E. E. Lit. 42 The poet .. presents a doxological 
opening, glorifying God. 

Hence Doxolo gically adv . 

289T T. E. H. Thomson Bks. wit. inf. our Lord 11. vi. 295 
The whole Psalter closes doxologically. 

Boxologize (d^ks^rlod^oiz), v. [f. Doxology 
+ -ize.] a. intr. To say the doxology. b. trans. 
To address a doxology to. 

1727 Bailey vol. II, Doxologize.. to say the Hymn called 
Gloria Patri. a 1816 Chr. Disciple II. 295 (Pickering) No 
instance is to be _ found in which primitive Christians 
doxologized the Spirit of God as a Person. 

f Do*xologue. Obs . rare. [ad. Gt.So£o\6j-os : 
see next.] —next. 

a 2617 Bayne On Epk. i. (1643) 4 2 The manifold doxologues 
in Paul’s Epistles. 

Doxology (d^ks^'lod^i). [ad. med.L. doxo- 
logia, a. Gr. ho£okofia, abst. sb. f. 8 o£o\ 6 y-os 
uttering praise, giving glory, $<$£ a glory + -Xoyos 
speaking. So F. doxologie!\ 

fa. The utterance of praise to God; thanks- 
giving. Obs. b. A short formula of praise to 
God, esp. one in liturgical use ; spec, the Gloria 
in excelsis or 1 Greater doxology the Gloria Patri 
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or 'Lesser doxology’, or some metrical formula, 
such as the verse beginning * Praise God from 
•whom all blessings flow.’ 

1649 Jer. Taylor Gt. Exemp. 11. xi. 147 It is an expresse 
Doxology or adoration. 1660 T. Watson in Spurgeon 
Treas . Dav. Ps. Ixxxvi. 12 Doxology, or praise, is a God- 
exalting work. 1664 H. More Myst. I nig. 98 That Dox- 
ologie of our Blessed Saviour, I thank, O Father [etc. J. 
1730 Waterland Eight Serin. Ded., The Attempt to intro- 
duce.. New Forms of Doxology. 1894 Times meekly ed.) 
3rd Feb. 129/4 Trie well-known Doxology beginning, ‘ Praise 
God from whom all blessings flow. 1 
Boxy 1 (djp'ksi). Also 6 doccy, 6-7 doxe, 
7 doxie, doxye, 7- doxey. (Derivation un- 
known : perh. like some other terms of rogues’ cant, 
of continental origin ; possibly a deriv, of Dock 
sb 2 3.] Originally the term in Vagabonds’ Cant 
for the unmarried mistress of a beggar or rogue : a 
beggar’s trull or wench : hence, slang, a mistress, 
paramour, prostitute ; dial., a wench, sweetheart. 

C1530 Hickscorner in Hazl. Dodsley I, 188 Of the stews 
I am made controller. .There shall no man play doccy 
there.. Without they have leave of me. 1561 Awdelay 
Frat. Vacah. 4 His woman with him. .which he calleth his 
Altham if she be hys wyfe. & if she be his harlot, she is 
called hys Doxy. Ibid. 5 So she is called a Doxy, vntil 
she come to y* honor of an Altham [in Harman Autem\ 
x6xx Shaks. Wint. T. iv. H. 2 With, heigh the Doxy ouer 
the dale. x6xx Dekker Roaring Gh le Wks. 1873 III. 217 
My doxy stayes for me in a bousing ken. 17x1 Steele 
Sped. No. 6 P 2 The Beggar, .while he has a warm Fire 
and his Doxy, never reflects that he deserves to he whipped. 
1825 Brockett N. C . Words , Doxy, a sweetheart ; hut not 
in the equivocal sense used by Shak. and other play 
Writers. 1827 Hone Every-Day Bk. II. 1656 Surrounded 
by plough-boys and their doxeys. 1857 W. Collins Dead 
Secret in, i. 71 Spending all my money among doxies and 
strolling players, 

Bcrxy 2 » colloq. (usually humorous .) [The 
latter part of the words orthodoxy , heterodoxy , etc., 
from Gr. 5 dfa opinion.] Opinion (esp. in religious 
or theological matters). (Cf. -ism.) So -dox. 

1730 J. Asciix Woolston 2. 1756 Amory J. Buncle (1825) 
III. 19 Orthodox and other dox. 17.. Warburton in 
Priestley's Mem. L 372 ‘Orthodoxy, my Lord’, said Bishop 
Warburton. .‘is my doxy, — heterodoxy is another man’s 
doxy.’ 1778 J. Q. Adams Diary 30 Nov., Orthodoxy is my 
doxy, and heterodoxy is your doxy. 1842 Mrs. Browning 
Grk. Chr. Poets , etc. 174 [Dryden] made him [Chaucer] 
a much finer speaker, and not, according to our doxy, so 
good a versifier. 1843 Tail's Mag. X. 579 Heterodoxy 
. .does not mean cacodoxy at all. . but only another man’s 
doxy: your doxy generally as opposed to mine. 1868 
Illustr. Loud. Nev>s n Apr. 351 This is not the place for 
the discussion of ‘ doxies 

If Doyen (dwaygn). Also 5 doien. [F, doyen 
L. decan-us Dean. In sense 1 from OF. ; in sense 2 
anew from mod. French.] 
fl. A leader or commander of ten. Obs. 

1422 tr. Secreta Secret., Priv. Przv. (E. E. T. S.l 214 
Kuery ledere [had] ten doiens, and..euery doiens ten men. 

2 . The senior member of a body. — Dean 1 10. 
The French fern, doyenne is rarely used in Eng. 

1670 Cotton Espernon n. v. 242 This was he.. that was 
afterwards Doyen to the Council of State. *883 Pall Mall 
G. 12 Nov. 3/2 A member of the Royal Danish Academy of 
Arts, of which he died the doyen. 1886 Ibid. 23 Sept. 3 
The doyen of the Russian press. 

Boyk(e, obs. form of Duke. 

Boyl(e, Doyll(e, obs. ff. Dole sb . 1 and 2 
BoyId(e , Boyley, -ly: see Doiled a., Doily. 
Boyne, Boysen, obs. ff. Do v., Done, Dozen v. 
Doze (d^z)» v. Also 7 doaze, 7-9 dose. [Of 
bite appearance in literary English ; perh. earlier 
in dialects. The trans. sense, in which it is first 
known, is identical with Da. dose to make dull, 
heavy, drowsy (dos, dullness, drowsiness, dosig 
drowsy) : cf. also rare ON. diisa to doze, dds, dos , 
lull, dead calm, Sw. dial, dusa to doze, slumber.] 
fl. trans. To stupefy; to muddle; to make 
drowsy or dull; to bewilder, confuse, perplex. Obs. 

1647 R. Stapylton Juvenal 122 ’Tiswork for great soules, 
not [for] one dos’d about the mending of his bed, 1650 
— Strode?.^ Lost) C. Warres vi. 7 As night and suspicion 
doses the mind. <21636 Hales Gold. Rem. (16881 17 Easily 
doz’d and amazed with every Sophism, 1658 Flecknoe 
Epigr. <$■ Enigm. Char. (1665) 82 Whose Head is so doaz’d 
with knocking, and Breech hardened with whipping. 17x9 
De Yqv. Criisoe 1, vi, The tobacco had., dozed my head. 
Ibid. 11. i, The surgeon . . gave him something to dose and 
put him to sleep. 1796 Macneilt. Will % Jean u.ix, Drams 
and drumming (faes to thinking) Dozed reflection fast asleep. 
*8x8 Moore Fudge Fam. Paris ii. 38 Your Lordship., 
when All sovereigns else were dozed, at last Speeched down 
the Sovereign of Belfast. 

2 , intr. To sleep drowsily; to fall into a light 
sleep unintentionally from drowsiness ; to be half 
asleep; to nod. Also Jig. So, to doze it (obs.). 

1693 W. Freke Del. Ess. xxvii. i6t The best of us dose, 
dote, and Slumber at times, ax 704 R. L’Estrange (J.) 
There was no sleeping under his roof; if lie happened to 
doze a little, the jolly cobler waked him. 1777 Sheridan 
Sch. Scand. iv. iii, I have been dozing over a stupid book, 
1880 Ouida Moths II. 269 A place to doze and dream in. 
fig. 1833 Tennyson Maud 1. xxiL 48 The pimpernel 
dozed on the lea. 

b. To doze off or over : to drop off into a doze. 
*86o Geo. Eliot Mill on FL i, 1 Before I dozed off, I was 
going to tell you [etc.]. *886 Stevenson Dr. Jekyll x 9 The 
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figure, .haunted the lawyer all night; and if at any time he 
dozed over [etc.]. 1888 E. J. Mather Nor'ard of Dogger 

350, I was just dozed off myself when I was aroused by a 
cry from the deck. 

0. trans. (with away, out). To pass or spend 
(time) in dozing. 

1693 R- Gould Corrupt. Times 14 We doze away our 
Hours. X742 Pope Dune. iv. 617 Chiefless Armies doz’d 
out the Campaign, 1843 Whbwell in Todhunters Acc. 
W.’s Whs. (1876) II. 330, 1 . .dose away a few summer months 
almost in solitude. 

Doze, sb. [f. prec. vb.] A fit of dozing; a short 
slumber. 

1731 Lett. fr. Fofs frill. (1732) II. 209 A Doze over his 
Coffee 1840 Dickens Barn. Pudge vii. He fell into a doze 
again, and slept until the fire was quite burnt out. 1863 
Mrs. Oliphant Salem Ck. xiii. 224 Now and then he woke 
up, as men wake up from a doze. 

Boze, obs. form of Dose. 

Dozed (d<?“zd), ppl. a. [f. Doze v. + -ed L] 
a. Stupefied; drowsy, sleepy, b. Of timber, etc. : 
Having lost its tenacity of fibre, as by dry rot ; 
doted. Hence Bo’ze&ness, drowsiness, sleepiness. 

x6S9 Gauden Tears Ch. 306 While they were dozed or 
asleep. 1669 Wood head St. Teresa 1. xxx. 216 My soul 
falls into a kind of dozedness. Ibid. n. ii. 96 It is no strange 
tiling, .to continue dozed, and stupid for this space. 1702 C. 
Mather Magn. Chr. vn. ^(1852) 541 The dozed conscience 
of the thief. 1722 Nettlrton in P/tiL Trans. XXXII. 38 
Vomiting, dosedness, startings, and sometimes Convulsions. 
1776 G. Semple Building in Water 86 Bog Oak Timber 
is always found to be frushey, dozed and short grained. 
1823 Jamieson, Doz'd, .in an unsound state; as, ‘doz’d 
timber ‘ a doz’d raip *. 1849 M. Arnold Poems, New 

Sirens, Slowly raising Your dozed eyelids. 

Bozel, obs. form of Bossil, plug. 

Dozen (dtrz’n), sb. Forms : 4 dozein(e, 
dozyne, dosain, dosene, 4-5 dozeyn(e, do- 
seyn(e, 4-6 dosayn(e, dosein, 4-7 dosen., 5 
duzan, dusan(e, dosan, dussen, 6 dousaine, 
-ayne, dossen, -eyn, -in, -on, dosin, -yn, 
doosen, dosand, 6 - 7 dousen, 7 doozen, dozzen, 
dossein, 7-8 donzen, 6- dozen. 0 . 5 disson, 
Sc. 6 desone, 8- dizzen. [a. OF. dozeine , dosaine , 
Fr. douzaine — Pr. doizena , Sp. docena, a Com. 
Romanic deriv. of *dddece, dotze , doze , doce : — L. 
duodecim twelve + -ena, as in decena, centena , etc.] 

1 . A group or set of twelve. Originally as a sb., 
followed by of, but often with ellipsis of of, and 
thus, in singular = twelve. (Abbreviated ribs.) 

a X300 Cursor M. 11 407 Cott.'i Quen ani deid o ]>at dozein 
[v. rr. dozeine, doseyn, dozyne]. X340-70 Alex. <$• Dind. 
670 A dosain of wondrus. 1362 Langl. P. PI. A. y. 164 
Dauwe ]>e disschere, and a doseyn o]?er [B. dozeine C. 
dosen] 1420 E. E. Wills (1882) 46 Halfe a dosen sponys. 
1526 Pilgr. P erf. (W. de W. 1531) xx8b, A thynge done, 
perauenture a dosyn yere before. 13 . . A Pore Helpe 335 
m Hazl. E. P. P. III. 264 And feche in my cosens By the 
whole dosens. 1355 Bradford in Strype Eccl. Mem. III. 
App. xlv. 133 Halfe a dossen of grene salletts. 1670 G. H. 
Hist. Cardinals 11. 11. 172 Cardinals that are made by the 
dozens. 1726 A dv. Capt. R. Boyle 203 A dozen of Knives. 
1834 Medwin A ngler in Wales I. 58, I saw some dozens of 
these little animals. 1841-4 Emerson Ess., Spir. Laws 
Wks. (Bohn) I. 65 There are not.. more than a dozen 
persons. Mod. Six dozen pencils. 

b. Elliptical (with a noun of measure, etc., under- 
stood). Dozen of bread', a dozen loaves. Dozen 
of beer, ale , wine, etc., i„e. a dozen pots or bottles ; 
hence rump(~ steak) and a dozen : see quot. 1893. 
To give one two dozen, i. e. lashes. 

*373-80 Bahet Ah), D 1078 A dosen of bread, duo- 
decim panes. 1574 in W. H. Turner Select. Rec. Oxford 
376 Payed for dozen of breade . .iiij*. 1677 Lady Chaworth 
m 12th Rep. Hist. MSS. Comm. App. v. 37 A dozen of 
Margett ale. 1813 .Scott Guy M. xxxviii, * 1*11 bet a rump 
and dozen*, said Pleydell. 1835 C. Shaw Let. 6 Dec. in 
Mem. (1837) II. 453 , 1 ordered them . . to receive two dozen 
each, being caught in the act. . 1839 A, Somerville Hist. 
Brit, Legion iii. 42 He was tied up, and . . took his two 
dozen. 1893 Westm. Gaz. 4 Feb. 8/3 The stake being a 
‘rump-steak and a dozen .It was explained that it was a 
dinner and as much as you liked to drink. 

C. With qualifying words. Baker's dozen (see 
Baker 6), devil's, long, printer's dozen', thirteen. 
Brown (obs.) or round dozen', a full dozen. 
Thirteen, etc. to the dozen', see quots. To talk 
nineteen to the dozen : to talk very fast, or to 
excess. 

a 1529 Skelton Bcwge of Court Have at thehasarde; 
or at the dosen browue. 1388 Marprel. Epist. \ Arb.) 34 
Pay it you with advantage, at least thirteen e to the dozen. 
1598 in. Lambert’s 2000 years of Guild Life (1892) 308 All 
the saide Company will deliver forthe theire breade,. 
xiij Can to the dozen. 1820 Byron Blues 1. 36 A round 
dozen of authors and others. 1831 Blackzu. Mag. XXX. 
343/2 Instead of one kick, he deserves and gets a devil’s 
dozen, 1872 Ouida Fitz's Election 210 She ,, generally 
talked nineteen to the dozen. 

t 2 . A kind of kersey or coarse woollen cloth : 
see quot 1552. (Usually in pi.) Obs. 

1523 Act 14 4 15 Hen. VIII, c. 1 Northerne whites, 
commonly named and called dosins. *552 Act 546 Edw. 
VI, e. 6. § 13 All Devonshire Kersies called Dozens. .shall 
contain in Length at the Water between twelve and 
thirteen Yards. 1337 Act 4 <§• 5 Phil. 4 Mary c. 5. § so 
Every Devonshire Kersie, called Dosson, 1640 in Entick 
London (1766) II. 179 Woollen Drapery — Devonshire 
dozens . , Northern dozens. 1721 C. King Brit, Merck. II. 
209 English Clothes called Dozens, 


+ 3 . The town-council of a burgh. Sc. Obs. 

[‘ Prob. so called because it originally consisted of twelve 
members’ (Donaldson Supp. to Jamieson ). Cf, also 
Douzaine.] 

14x6 in Edin. Burgh Rec. Oct. (Jam. Supp.), Aldermannus 
pro presenti anno, one dene of gild.. one bursator, thirty 
two of lie dusane. 1418 Ibid. Oct., The dusane is calm 
‘duodecim consules et limitatores 1492 Ibid. 19 Oct., 
Ordanit be the hale dusane of the town. 1374 in Peebles 
Burgh Rec. 

Corruptly used for Anglo-French dizeyne 
(Fr. dixaine ) a tithing, or group of ten house- 
holds. Obs. 

[1292 Britton i. xiii. [xii.] | 1 Et voloms qe touz soint en 
dizeyne [v. rr. duzeyne, dozein] et pleviz par dizeyners [v. rr. 
dozeyners, dozainers].] *5.. Act it, Edw, II (Berthelet 
1543) If al the chiefe pledges or their dosens bee come. 
1624 Tenues de la Ley s. v. Deciner , Deciner is not now 
used for the chiefe man of a Dozein, but for him that is 
sworne, to the Kings peace. 1672 Cowell Interpr. s. v. 
Deciner, Now there are no other Dozens but Leets. 

Dozen (dff^z’n), v. Sc. and north, dial. Forms: 
5 doysen, 5-8 dosen, 6 dosin, 8- dozen (9 
dozzen). [Prob. of Norse origin, repr. an incho- 
ative verb in -na, from the stem of Doze v.] 

1 . trans. To stun, stupefy, daze. 

(But app. found only in pa. pple., which might belong to 
an intrans. vb. : cf. 2.) 

1375 Barbour Bruce xv in. 126 Mowbray . . had beyne 
doysnyt 1 7*. r. dosnyt] in the ficht. c 1430 Henryson Mor. 
Fab. 71 Both deife and dosened. a x8io Tannahill Poet, 
Wks. (1844) 86 Dorothy, dozened wi’ living her lane. 

2 . trans. To make insensible, torpid, or power- 
less ; to benumb. (Only in pa. pple.) 

1376 Tidal Eliz. Dunlop in P. H. Brownie*?/, bef. 1700 
(1893I 212 The merch of the bane was consumit and the blude 
dosinit. 1789 Burns Ep. fas. Tennent 6 My dearest member 
nearly dozen’d. 1832 Carrtck in Whist le-binkie (Sc. Songs) 
(1890) I. 203 Birds Dozened sit on the frosty spray. 

3 . intr. To become torpid or benumbed. 

1725 Ramsay Gent. Shepk. 1. ii, A dish o’ married love 
right soon grows cauld And dozens down to nane. a 1774 
Fergusson Poems xi. <Jam.) The birds. .Dozen in silence 
on the bending spray. 

Hence Bo-zened ppl. a., benumbed, torpid. 

1724 Ramsay Tea-t. Misc. II. 119 'I'hou dosend drone. 
2828 Brockett N. C. Words , Dozened, spiritless, impotent, 
withered. 2833 Galt in Erased s Mag. VIII. 651 With a 
natural inclination las all old bachelors have) to be dozened. 

Dozener (dzrz’noi). Also 6 dussiner, 7 do- 
zinier, doziner, (7 decennier, 7-9 deciner). 
[In sense 1, a. AF. dozeyner, dozainer, a corrupt 
form of dizeyner (Dizener) : cf. Dozen sb, 4. In 
sense 2 prob. the same ; but cf. Dozen 3.] 

1 . a. A member of a tithing : see Dozen 4. b. 
The head of a dozen. 

1617 Minsheu Ductor s. v. Deciners [tr. Britton: see 
Dozen 4.] We will that all. .professe themselues to be of 
this or that dozein, and make or offer suretie of their 
behauiour by these or those doziniers^ 1670 Blount Law 
Did., Deciners alias Decembers, alias Doziners. 1869 
[see Decener]. 

2 . A name formerly borne by the constables, 
watchmen, or other ward-officers, in some boroughs. 

1358 Lichfield Guild Ord. :x8oo) 17 Billettes Directed_ to 
the Dussiners in euery seueralf warde for the colleccion 
off the sommes aboue written. _ 1806 T. Harwood Hist. 
Lichfield 354 The watch . . at Lichfield, used to be called 
‘dozenersV Ibid., The great Portmote Court of the 
Bailiffs and Citizens, Lords of the Manor, called^ anciently 
Le Dozener’s, or Magdalen Court. 1833 Mttnicip. Corp. 
1st Rept. App. iii. 1851 The Inspector of Pounds, called 
Dozener . . in the borough [Derby]. 

Dozenth. (d2?*z’n]>), a - colloq. [f. Dozen sb. + 
-th.] —Twelfth. So half-dozenth^ Sixth. 

1710 Swift Jrnl. to Stella 23 Dec., I have sent my xxth 
to-night . .and begin the dozenth. 1840 New Monthly Mag. 
LX. 264 Every half-dozenth window might be a loophole. 
1853 Cobden in Sir L. Maliett C.’s Pol. Writings (1878) 202 
Let me repeat it — if for the dozenth time. 

Bozepers, dozepiere, var. Douzepbrs, Obs. 
Dozer (d^-zaa). [f. Doze v. + -er L] One 
who dozes or sleeps drowsily. 

1710 Fuller Toiler No. 205 ? 2 To add to my Dead and 
Living M,en, Persons in an intermediate State, .under the 
Appellation of Dozers. 1882 Harpers Mag. LXV. 633 
When he aroused himself from a nap in church, arose, and 
looked sternly about to catch some luckless dozer. 

Doziberd(e, var. of Dasiberd, Obs. 

Dozily ( dd u *zili), adv. [f. Dozy a. + -ly 2 .] In 
a dozy manner ; drowsily, sleepily. 

x86x Thornbury Turner (1862) I. 85 Quiet deer feeding 
dozily under the stone pines. 

Doziness (d^zines). [f. as prec. + -ness.] The 
state of being dozy ; drowsiness, sleepiness. 

1679 J. Goodman Penit. fiord, it. i. (17x3) 244 A mopish 
ineffective doziness. 1797 J. Downing Disord. H ortied 
Cattle 9 The sleepiness or doziness to which the beast, .is 
inclined. X838 Lr>. Houghton in T. W. Reid Life (1890) 
I. 232 Amid London dinners and doziness. 

Do'zing, vbl. sb. [f. Doze v. + -ing 1 .] The 
action of sleeping drowsily. 

3692 Bentley Boyle Led. i. 9 With an eternal laziness 
and dozing. *879 Geo. Eliot Coll. Breakf P . 834 lhat 
border-world Of dozing, ere the sense is fully locked. 

Doling, ppl- ci. [f. as prec. +-ING 2 .] Drow- 
sily sleeping. J 

1820 Hazutt Led. Dram. Lit . 6 In a dozing state. x88o 
L. Wallace Ben-Hur vn. iv. 451 Within arm-reach of the 
dozing camel. 
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Hence Bo'zingly adv., drowsily, sleepily. 

1831 Thelawny Adv. Younger Soft cxvii, Trees, under 
groves of which they dosingly lay. 

Hozy (d<? u *zi a . 1 Also 8-9 dos(e)y. [f. Doze 
z>. + -Y 1 .] 1 . Drowsy, sleepy. 

1693 Dryden Per sms iii, (R. ), His lazy limbs and dozy head. 
1723 Pore Odyss. ix. 429 The dozy fume. 1883 A. S. Hardy 
But yet a Woman 167 A fire always makes one dozy, 
b. as sb. 

1849 E. E. Napier Excurs. S. Africa II. 241 That old 
dozy there and myself got a fortnight's leave. 

2 . Of timber or fruit: In a state of incipient 
decay; 4 sleepy’. Cf. Dozed, Doted 2, Doty, 
j88sb Boston Jml. Chem. 1 Feb. 19/2 The water runs in 
around the wood and makes it dozy, wet, and heavy. 

t Dozy, tf. 2 Obs. Also dosye, dosey, dusey. 
An obs. by-form of Dizzy a. 

1530 Palsgr. 310/2 Dosye in the heed, betourne. X55X-68 
[see Dizzy a . 2]. 

t Do*zy, v. Obs . rare, [f. prec. adj.] brans. 
To make giddy or dizzy ; to Dizzy. 

1568 Turner Herbal m. 51 Not to suffer them to lyve 
after they be dosyed or made dronken. 

Dozyne, dozzen, obs. forms of Dozen. 

Dozze pers, var. Doczkpers. Obs, 
t Do’zzle, v, Obs. [f. Doze v. with freq. 
suffix -lb.] brans. To render stupid ; to stupefy. 

a 1670 Hacket A bp. Williams n. (1692) 142 Being dazzled 
with fear, thinks every man wiser than himself. 

Dr., abbreviation of Debtor (in Book-keeping), 
Doctor. 

Draaf, obs. form of Drape. 

Drab (drseb), sb . 1 Also 6 drabe, 6-7 drabb(e. 
[Not known before 16th c. ; derivation uncertain: 
prob. at first a low or cant word. Evidently con- 
nected with Irish drabog Gael, drabag dirty female, 
slattern; but evidence is wanting to show which is 
the original. Connexion with LG. drabbe dirt, 
mire, has also been suggested.] 

1. A. dirty and untidy woman; a slut, slattern. 

c 2515 Cocke Lore it’s B. (Percy Soc.) xx Sluttes, drabbes, 
and counseyll whystelers. 1526 R. Whytford Martiloge 
(1893) 36 Saynt Tabite was holden a foie and drabbe of 
kechyn. 1530 Palsgr. 215/1 Drabbe a slutte, uilotiere. 
avjiz W. King Art Cookery (T.) So at an Irish funeral 
appears A train of drabs with mercenary tears. 18x6 
Scott Old Mori . viii, A dirty drab of a housemaid. 1872 
Geo. Eliot Middletn. xi, Who ended by living up an entry 
with a drab and six children for their establishment. 

2. A harlot, prostitute, strumpet. 

c 1530 Ld. Berners Art A. Lyt. Bryt. (1814) 403 And than 
shall the drabbe, my doughter, be mured vp in a stone 
wall. 1547 Boorde Bret). Health ii. 6 b, Gyve that knave 
or drabbe a phylyp with a club. 1605 Shaks. Macb. iv. i. 
31 Birth-strangled Babe, Ditch-deliuer’d by a Drab. 1675 
CocKERMorals 15 Drink, Dice, and Drabs, three dange’rous 
Dees. 1731 Swift Ansiv. Simile Wks. 1755 IV. 1. 223 
Each drab has been compared to Venus. 1856 Mrs. 
Browning Aur. Leigh v. 789 And said ‘ my sister * to the 
lowest drab Of all the assembled castaways. 

irajisf. 1580 Pafpe w. Hatchet D ivb, There is no more 
sullen beast, than a he drab. 

H The following are probably distinct words : 

3 . Salt making. See quot. and cf. Crib sb. 9. 
1753 Chambers Cycl. Stepp., Drabs, in the English salt 

works, a name given to a sort of wooden cases into which 
the salt is put, as soon as it is taken out of/he boiling pan. . 
Their bottoms are made, .gradually inclining forwards ; by 
which means the saline liquor that remains mixed with the 
salt easily drains out. In some places they use cribs 
instead of the Drabs. 

4 . A small or petty sum (of money) ; esp. in 
dribs and drabs : see Drib. 

1828 Craven Dial., Drab, a small debt. ‘He *s gain away 
for good, and he ’s left some drabs 1847-78 in H alliwell. 
x86x Mayhew Lend. Labottr III. 200 (Hoppe) None of 
us save money ; it goes either in a lump, if we get a lump, 
or in dribs and drabs. 1888 Daily News 19 Apr. 3/5 It 
[the payment] was received in dribs and drabs. 

Drab (drseb), sbf and a. [In early quotations 
app. synonymous with drap cloth (see quot. from 
Bailey, and cf. D rap-de-Berry). Conjectured to 
have been applied to a hempen, linen, or woollen 
cloth of the natural undyed colour, whence attrib. 
in drap or drab colour , i.e. the colour of this cloth, 
and thus to have gradually become an adj. of 
colour: cf. rose, pink, sahnon, etc. as colour 
names.] 

A. sb. A kind of cloth : see quots. 

X54X Lane. Wills 80 Ij drabs of teir of hempe, a drab of 
new canvis. [1706 Phillips (ed. Kersey), Draper.), cloath, 
Woollen-cloath. 17x8 Freethinker No. 42 p 8 To smile on 
a Brocade more than upon a Brown Drap.] 1721 Bailey, 
Drap, Drab, cloth, woollen Cloth. 1740 Dyche & Pardon, 
Drab, an extraordinary sort of woollen cloth, chiefly worn 
in the winter-time. 1753 Han way Trav. II. 1. v. 20 British 
Woollens, such as hair-tet drabs. .We improved some of our 
drabs, so as to be almost equal to the dutch cloths in the 
substance. [177a Mrs. Scott Test Filial Duty II. 220 
Collin, whose wedding coat is a new white drap.] 

B. a. Of a dull light-brown or yellowish-brown. 

(x68$ Loud. Gaz. No. 2100/4 The one with a Drapp-colour 

cloth Gampaigne Coat.] 17x5-1768 [see drap-coloured, 
drab-coloured, in D. below.] 1775 Ash, Drab (adj. with 
clothiers), belonging to a gradation of plain colours betwixt 
a white and a dark brown. 1803 S. Pegge A need. Eng. 
Lang. 266 Hence our drab cloth, pure and undied cloth, 
and they call this a drab colour in the trade. 183a Downes 
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Lett. Cent. Countries I. 523 The cottages, .were of a deep 
drab hue. 2837 Dickens Pickw. iii, He wore wide drab 
trousers. 1865 Sat. Rev. 12 Aug. (L.) Male Quakers have 
..discarded broadbrimmed hats and drab breeches. 

b. fig. Dull ; wanting brightness or colour. 

2880 Miss Broughton Sec. Th, 1. iv, The little drab day 
has already dropped in the maw of. .night. 1892 Pali 
Mall G. 27 Feb. 1/2 The lives of the people, .are dull and 
drab ; a round of work with but little amusement. 

C. sb. [absol. use of the adj.] 

1 . Drab colour ; cloth or clothing of this colour ; 
esp. in pi. = drab breeches, 

xS2x Clare Fill. Ministr. I. 38 Milk-maids .. Threw 
* cotton drabs’ and * worsted hose * away. 1824 Miss Hit* 
ford Village Ser. 1. (1863) 38 Woe to white gowns ! woe to 
black I Drab was your only wear. 2838 Dickens A ten. 
Nick, xiv, A short old gentleman, in drabs and gaiters. 
2884 Pall Mall G. 7 June 5/1 Silk gowns of Quaker drab. 

2 . Collector’s name for a group of moths. 

1819 G. Samouelle Entomol. Compend. 370 Noctua 
angusta. The dark Drab. Noctua geminata. The twin- 
spotted Drab. 1869 Newman British Moths 358 The 
clouded Drab {Tsemocampa instabilis). " , 

D. Comb., as drab-breeched, - coloured , - tinted ; 
drab-coat a., wearing a drab coat, drab-coated. 

2725 Lond. Gaz. No. 5328/4 Dark Drap colour’d Coat. 
1768 Sterne Sent. Journ. (1775) 1 *4 ( Mystery ) Dressed in 
a dark drab-colour’d coat. 1843 Syd. Smith Lett. onAmer. 
Debts Wks. 1859 II. 330/1 Drab-coloured men of Pennsyl- 
vania. 1848 Whittier Peace Con. at Br us. Poems (1882) 
149 The dull, meek droning of a drab-coat seer. 

Hence Dra’bly adv., in drab colour ; in comb., 
as drably-clad \ - tinted ; Drabmau ( humorous 
nonce-wd. ), a quaker ; Draimess, drab quality. 

i860 All Year Round No. 66. 378 Labouring.. at our 
target practice, long before the drowsy drabmen have 
moved from their pillows. 2878 Miss Braddon Open 
Verd. viii. 60 Though the paint was mostly gone a general 
drabness remained. 2892 H. C. Halliday Some one must 
suffer II. xii. 217 That drably-tinted lady. 

Drab (drseb), v. [f. Drab j^I] intr. To 
associate with harlots ; to whore. Also to drab it. 

2602 Shaks. Ham. n. i. 26 Drinking, fencing, swearing, 
Quarelling, drabbing. a 1624 Bp. M. Smith Serm. (1632) 
276 He is the true gentleman now adayes, that can dnnke 
and drab it best. 1719 D’Urff.y Pills <1872) III. 48 I’ll 
drink and drab. 1853 Blackzv. Mag. LXXIV. 110 He 
would have drunk and diced, drubbed and hunted. 

Hence Bra bbingr vbl. sb .; f Brabber, a whore- 
monger. 

a 2611 Beaum. & Fl. Triumph of Death vi. Drunkenness, 
and drabbing, thy two morals. 1632 Massinger City 
Madam, iv. ii, A most insatiate drabber. 2820 Scott 
Monast. xxxv, Nothing but dicing, drinking and drabbing. 

I! Draba nt. [Sw. drdbant attendant, satellite : 
in Gcr. trabant , It. trabante , F. traban, draban , 
Boh. drabanti, Magyar darabant, Roumanian 
doroban , ad. Turkish (orig. Pers.) darban 

porter, guard.] A halberdier ; spec, a soldier of 
the body-guard of the kings of Sweden. 

1707 Lond. Gaz. No. 4339/3 He was Captain-Lieutenant 
of the King of Sweden’s Drabants. 1823 Crabb Tecknol. 
Diet., Drabants (Mil.), a select body of men, who were 
commanded in person by Charles IX, King of Sweden. 
2862 H. Marryat Year in Sweden II. 127 We next pass 
into the drabant guard-room. 

t Brabbery. Obs. rare. [f. Drab sb . 1 +• -ery.] 
Drabbing, harlotry. 

1570 Levins Manip. 104/12 Drabbery, meretricium. 

Drabbet (drae*bet, drsebe*t). Also -ette. [f. 
Drab sbA + -et, dim. suffix.] A drab twilled linen, 
used for making men’s smock-frocks, etc. 

2851 Offic. Catal. Gt , Exhib. I. 97 Drabbetts . . Fancy 
Drills . Grey Twills. 1874 T. Hardy Far fr. Madding 
Crowd ix, Some. ; in snow-white smock frocks of Russia 
duck, and some in whitey-brown ones of drabbet. 1885 
Ckr. World 520 Real Suffolk drabbet— one of the finest 
things for a workman to wear. 

Drabbish. (drarbij), a .1 [f. Drab sb . 1 + -ish.] 
Partaking of the qualities of a drab ; sluttish. 

2566 Drant Horace Sat. viii. E, I markte the drabbishe 
sorcerers and harde their dismall spell. 2888 T. Hardy 
Wessex T. 171 The drabbish woman she had expected. 

Dra'bbish, af [f. Drab a. + -ish.j Some- 
what drab in colour ; drab-looking. Also in 
comb. 

1842 Dickens Anier. Notes (1868) 89 Dressed in a dusty 
drabbish-coloured suit. 1870 Miss Broughton Red as 
Rose I. 64 So many, .are neutral-tinted, drabbish, greyish. 

’Drab bit! short for r od rabbit! God rabbit!: 
an imprecation : see Rabbit. 

Drabble (draeb’D, v. [ME. drabelen — LG. 
(EFris.) drabbeln to walk or wade about in water 
or liquid mud, to paddle ; to splash, bespatter : cf. 
drabbe thick dirty liquid, mire, drabbig muddy, 
miry, turbid ; also early mod.Du. drabben to run 
about, tramp about.] 

1 . intr. To become wet and dirty by dabbling in, 
or trailing through, water or mire. 

a 3400-50 Alexander 232 Dijt as a Doctour in clrabland 
wedis. 15 .. Hye way to Spyttel Hons 116 in Hazl. 
E.P.P. IV. 28 Brechles, bare foted, all stynkyng with dyrt, 
With M. [= a thousand] of tatters drabblyng to the shyrt. 
1565 J. Sparke in Hawkins ’ Voy. (1878) 61 Being put vpon 
a hooke drabling in the water. <2x7x2 W. King Art of Love 
iv. (R.) Who shall all this rabble meet, But Gnossy, drab- 
bling in the street ? 1807-8 W. I rving Salmag. v. (1824) 74 
The poor fellows who had to drabble through the. .mire. 


2 . trans. To make wet and dirty by contact with 

muddy water or mire. , 

<• 2440 Promp. Parv. 129/2 Drabelyn, pah t do. 1599 
Nashe Lenten Stuffs 6 Spreading their drabled stales. , 
abroad a drying. 1792 'Frans. Soc. Arts X. 47 
showers of rain., which has drabbled the Corn. 

Jrnl. R. Agric. Soc. Ser. il III. n. 520 Clip off the 
down at the tail to prevent their being drabbled. 

3 . Angling, {intr.) To fish for barbel, etc. with 
a rod and a line threaded through a leaden bullet 
so that the hook may be trailed along the bottom. 

2799 G. Smith Laboratory II. 272 The right method of 
drabbling, as it is termed, .for gudgeons. 

Hence Bra bbled ppl. a wet with dirty water, 
or with dragging in the mire; Bra*bbliug: vbl. sb. 
and ppl. a. ; also Brabble-tail, a slattern, draggle- 
tail; Brabble-tailed a. 

a 1400-50 Drabbling [see xj. c 1440 Promp. I ’ary. 129/2 
Draplyd (v. r. drably d), paludosus. 1599 Drabbled [see 2J. 
<2x825 Forby Voc. E. Anglia, Drabhlc-ta.il, a_ slattern, 
who allows her garments to trail after her in the dirt. 1825 
Brockett N. C, Gloss., Drabbl’d, D rabble-tailed, dirtied. 

Drabble, sb. [f. prec. vb.] 

1 . The action or pjrocess of drabbling for nsh. 

1799 G. Smith Laboratory II. 260 When you angle for 

this fish at the bottom, on the drabble. 

2 . A contemptuous term for drabbled people. 

1789 Wolcott (P. Pindar) Tithe Rencounter x. x Some 

Presbyterian rabble., Or some fierce Methodistic drabble. 

Drafrbler, drabler (drse-blai). ^ Naut. [f. 
Drabble v., in reference to its position.] An 
additional piece of canvas, laced to the bottom of 
the bonnet of a sail, to give it greater depth. 

a 1592 Greene & Lodge LookingGlass Wks. (Rtldg.) 134/2 
Then scantled we our sails with speedy hands, And took our 
drablers from our bonnets. 1645 Hey wood Fort, by Land 
iv. Wks. 1874 VI. 416 Lace your drablers on. 1708 Mot- 
teux Rabelais iv. lxiii. (1737) 256 To our Sails we had 
added Drablers. 1851 Kipping Sailmaking ted. 2) 182 
Drabbler. 1867 Smyti-i Sailor's Word-bk., Drabler, a piece 
of canvas laced on the bonnet of a sail to give it more drop. • 
used when both course and bonnet are not deep enough. 

Drabby (droe*bi), a 1 [f. Drab sb 1 + -Y.] 


in drabs. 

x6i2 W. Parkes Curtaine Drawer (1876) 12 The Curtaine 
of dishonesty . . the drunken colourer_ of Drabby salary. 
X776 Combe Diaboliad (1777) 22 The wiles of drabby Drury 
and of low St. Giles. 1887 Frith A utobiog. IL 8x They are 
drabby, shabby, dirty creatures. 

Bra*bby, ctf [f. Drab a. + -y.] Rather 
drab ; drabbish. Hence Bra*bbiness. 

1862 Mrs. H . Wood M rs. Hallib. u. viii, A drabby petticoat 
in rags. 1872 Dasent Three to One IL 3 While women 
should pass their lives in drabbiness and dowdiness._ 2890 
Spectator 25 Jan. 115/2 We do not believe jin all this drab- 
biness, . . in the modern ridicule of ceremonial. 1893 G. D. 
Leslie Lett . Marco xxxi. 209 The want of colour that 
accompanies a north-east wind ; sky, trees and grass all 
looking washed out and drabby. 

II Dracaena (drasrna). Dot. [mod.L., a. Gr. 
bpa/caiva she-dragon, fem, of Bpa/ccov dragon.] A 
genus of Liliacex, containing the dragon-tree 
Dracaena Draco, and various other ornamental 


species. 

1823 in Crabb Technol. Diet. 2870 Meade New Zealand 
189 Aprons of scarlet dracaena leaves. 1892 Daily News 
21 Jan. 5/6 The rooms were charmingly embellished with 
white dracaenas, palms, and other foliage plants. 

Draeh, obs. f. Draw v. 

Drachm (drsem). Forms: 4-7 dragme, 6 
drachime, 6 7 drachme, dragm, 7- drachm. 
See also Dram. [a. F. drachme , earlier dragme , in 
OF. also drame *= Pr. dragrna , L. drachma , a. Gr. 
Spaxirq, an Attic weight and coin, prob. orig., 1 as 
much as one can hold in the hand’, f. dpacraeo&ai 
(-TT-) to grasp (cf. bpaypa).J 

1 . The principal silver coin of the ancient Greeks, 
the Drachma; containing 6 obols. It varied in 
weight and value in different places, its average 
value being about 9 %d. English. (Also Drachma.) 

1382 Wyclif Luke xv. 8 What womman hauynge ten 
dragmes, ether besauntis, and if sche hath lost o dragme [etc.]. 
1607 Shaks. Cor. 1. v. 6 These mouers, that do prize their 
hours At a crack’d Drachme. 1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. 
Ep. vii. xi. 360 Every man of the Jews should bring into the 
Capitoli two dragmes. 1771 in Phil. Trans. LXI. 469 The 
current coin of Athens, was the silver Drachm. 

b. lienee, the Dirhem of the Arabs. 
x*j54 W. Prat Africa G vij a (Stanf.) .xx.Drachimes 
whiche is ten pens Englyshe. 1840 Carlyle Heroes ii. 
(2872) 66 Mahomet . . asked . . If he owed any man ? A voice 
answered, * Yes, me three drachms ’. 

2 . A weight approximately equivalent to that of 
the Greek coin. Now, in Apothecaries’ weight ~ 
60 grains, or £ of an ounce, in Avoirdupois weight 
— 27-I grains or of an ounce. (Spelt drachm 
or dram. ) Also, the Arabic Dirhem. 

Fluid drachm = & of fluid ounce, = 60 minims or drops. 
1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. xix. cxxviii. (1495) 932 
The leeste mesure is Coclearium and is half a Dragme. 
c 2400 Lanfranc's Cirurg. 253 Take . . of ech two dragmis. 
1590 Records’ s Gr. Artes (1646) 135, 3 Scruples make a 
Drachm or Dragme. 2704 F. Fuller Med. Gynm. ( T711 ) 
77 A few Drachms of Unctuous Stuff. C2850 Arab. Nts. 
(Rtldg.) 584 Aladdin, .desired to have half a drachm of the 
powder. 1894 Lancet xo Nov. 1093 The catheter. ..drew off 
four drachms of albuminous urine. 
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3 . fig- A small quantity; a very little. (Cf .grain*) 
1635 J. Hayward tr. Biondf s Banish'd Virgin 4 Having 
. . out of the masse of our disasters extracted us this 
dragme of comfort. 1670 G. H. Hist, Cardinals r. n. 48 One 
drachma of affliction, a 1739 Congreve (T.) The rogue has 
not a drachm of generous love about him. 1876 T. Hardy 
Ethelberta ;i89o) 306 ‘Now do you see the truth?’ she 
whispered . . without a drachm of feeling. 

[| Drachma (drse-kma). Also 6-7 dragma. 
PI. -mas, also -mae, (6-7 -maes). [a. L. drachma , 

a. Gr. tya-xw Drachm. The form dragma is 
assimilated to O K . dragtne, Pr. and med.L. dragma ] 

1 . = Drachm i. Also, the Jewish quarter-shekel. 

1579 -80 North Plutarch 378 (R.) Small pieces of money 

. . called oboli, whereof six made a drachma. 1581 Marbeck 
Bk. Notes 313 A Dragma is the fourth part of a Sickle, 
which is to saie fiue halfe pence. 1601 Shaks. Jul. C. iii. 
it. 247 To euery seuerall man, seuenty fiue Drachmaes. 
16x4 Raleigh Hist. World n. 11634) 322 Judas Macchabeus 
. . sent thence ten thousand Dragmas. 17x2 Addison Sped, 
No. 535 P 7 He left him to the value of an hundred drachmas 
in Persian money. x88x Jowett Thucyd. I. 178 Every one 
of the hoplites. .received two drachmae a day. 

b. The standard silver coin of modern Greece, 
equivalent to the French franc and Italian lira. 
1882 Bithell Count ing-ho. Diet, (1893) 196. 

2 . * Drachm 2. 

1527 Andrew Bmnsivyke's Disfyll. Waters Dj, Myxced 
with Bolo Armeno and with lapide ematitis, of eche a 
dragma. 1632 Hrywood 2nd Pt . Iron Age v, Wks. 1874 

III. 426 [They] Will scarce weigh _ eleauen Dragmaes. 
1807 Robinson A rchaeoL Grseca v. xxvi.551 Grecian weights 
reduced to, .Troy weight : Drachma = 6 dwt. 2 f| grains. 

DraclllUal (drae'kmab, a . rare. [f. prec. -f 
-al.] Pertaining to a drachm or drachma. 

1674 Jeake Arith. (1696) 105 This is sometime called the 
Drachmal Denary for distinction sake. 

+ Dracin, -ine. Chem. = Draconin. 

Drack(e, obs. form of Drake. 

Draconian : obs. form of Dragoman. 
Draco*zuan, a. [f. as Draconic + -ian.] * 
Dracontc I, 2. 

1876 C. M. Davies Unorth. Lottd.qj The Swedenborgian 
rubrics are not so Draconian. 1877 D. M. Wallace Russia 
xiii. 206 Refraining from all Draconian legislation. x88o 
Daily Tel. 10 Nov., In the course of one of these draconian 
performances, .the mummer's tail came off. 

He n ce 3 >r aco miauism. 

18x9 Gifford in Smiles % Murray I. 404 , 1 never much 
admired the vaunt of Draconianism, ‘ And all this I dare 
do, because I dare’. 

Draconic (drak*?*nik), a. ff. L draco, -dnem, 
ad. Gr. hpaucov dragon, also f. the Greek personal 
name, Apamv, Draco : see -10.] 

1 . Of, pertaining to, or characteristic of Draco, 
archon at Athens in 621 B.C., or the severe code 
of laws said to have been established by him; 
rigorous, harsh, severe, cruel. 

1708 Motteux Rabelais v. xi. (1737) 43 Any Law so 
rigorous and Draconic. 1872 Y eats Groxuik Comm. 35 Their 
criminal code, which was Draconic in severity. 

2 . Pertaining to, or of the nature of, a dragon. 
x 63 o H. More Apocal. Apoc. 118 * The great Dragon was 

cast out*. .This.. signified the destruction of the Empire as 
Draconick and Idolatrous 1791 tr. Swedenborg s Apoc. 
Rev. xiv. § 655 To whom the draconic spirit addressed the 
same words. p 1820 Scott Abbot xv, ‘ Marry come up— are 
you there with your bears ? ' muttered the dragon, with a 
draconic silliness. 

3 . Astron. - Draco ntic. 

(Sometimes erroneously explained as ‘Relating to the 
constellation Draco ’.) 

1876 G. Chambers Astron. 11. i. 174 This is termed a 
‘nodical revolution of the Moon/ note. Sometimes the 
Draconic Period. 

t Draco*nical, a. Obs . [f. as prec. + -AL.] 
~prec. (sense 2). 

1680 H. More Apocal. Apoc. 122 This Draconical power. 
Draco’nically, adv. [f. prec. + -ly *.] After 
the manner of Draco ; with extreme severity. 

164* Parall. betrw. Wolsey $ Land in Hart. Misc. (Malh.) 

IV. 465 Both of them at the Council-board, and in the star- 
chamber, [were] alike draconically supercilious. 1887 S. 
Whitman Convent. Cant 87 It is draconically prohibited. 

Dra’conin, -ine. Chem. [f. L. draco dragon.] 
The colouring matter in Dragons blood , at first 
supposed to be alkaline, and named accordingly. 

1837 Penny Cycl. IX. 118/1 Herberger .. calls this colour, 
ing matter draconin, and he considers it to possess rather 
sub-acid properties than such as denote alkalinity. 1863-73 
Watts Diet. Chem. II. 345 Melandri regarded the resin, .as 
an alkaloid, and designated it as draconint ?, dracenine , or 
dracine. 

Draconism (drse-kfoiz’m). [f. Gr. personal 
name A phtcow, Draco : see -ism.] Draconic char- 
acter. (See Draconic i.) 

*832 Westrn. Rev. XVII. 3x3 The draconism of their 
slave laws. 

t Dra’conist. Obs. [f. as Draconic + -ist.] 
An adherent of the Dragon. (See Rev. xii. 3.) 
*684 H. More Anew. 179 Open Draconists or Bestians. 

11 Dr aconites (drgekfoartfz). Also 7 dracon- 
tites, dracondite. [L. draednitis (Pliny), f. 
dracon-em Dragon.] A precious stone fabled to be 
taken from the brain of a dragon ; a dragon-stone. 

*579 Lyly Euphues (Arb.) 124 The precious gemme 
Dacromtes [ Dracmites ] that is euer taken out of the heade 
of the poysoned Dragon. 1608 Harington Sch. Salerne 


58 Haue in your rings .. a Draconites, which you shall 
eare for an ornament. 1855 Smedlky Occult Sciences 354. 

Draconrtie, a. Astron . -Dracontic. 

In recent Diets. 

Draco'ntian, a. [irreg. f. Gr. Bpatccnv, - ovra 

dragon - -ian.] = Draconic 2. 

x8x6 G. S. Faber Orig. p agan Idol. III. 282 The dracon- 
rian figure attached to the ring of Abury. x8x8 — Hor. 
Mos. I. 73 The dracontian Ahriman of the Persians. 

Dracontic (drair^ntik), a. Astron. [f. Gr. 
bpaituj/T-, stem of 5 panoov dragon + .-10J Pertaining 
to the moon’s nodes : see Dragon’s-head, -tail. 

1727-51 Chambers Cycl., Dracontic Month , the space of 
time wherein the moon going from her ascending node, 
called Caput Draconic, returns to the same. 1730-6 in 
Bailey (folio). Also in mod. Diets. 

Dracontine (drakp’ntain), a. [irreg. f. Gr. 
hpcLKtuv, -ovra dragon + -ine.] Of the nature of, 
or belonging to, a dragon. 

1806 G. S. Faber Diss. Prophecies II. 248 Her dracontine 
cruelty. 2865 Baring-Gould Werewolves x. 175 A gigantic 
man with few of the dracontine attributes remaining. 

II Bracunculus ^drak»-gkbH&>). [L. dim. of 
draco Dragon. J 

1 . The muscular hair-worm D. (Filarid) rnedi - 
nensis , found in the legs and muscular parts of the 
arms of the inhabitants of both Indies, and other 
tropical countries : the Guinea-worm. 

2706 Phillips (ed. Kersey', Dracunculus. .a kind of Ulcer 
that eats even thro’ a Nerve it self; also a long sort of 
Earth-worm, which frequently grows to Indians’ Legs. 
2727-51 Chambers Cycl. s. v., A disease in children, wherein 
they feel a vehement itching ; supposed to arise from little 
worms called Dracunculi. t%$x-$ illan. Sci. Enq. 248 Why 
the dracunculus should be met with on the west coast of 
Africa. 1888 Rolleston Sc Jackson Anirn. Life 676 The 
female Dracunculus . . may attain a length of six feet. 

2 . lchthyol. A fish, a dragonet or goby of the 
genus Callionymus. 

2752 Sir J. Hill Hist. A nun. 272 (Jod.) The seadragon : 
this is frequent in the Mediterranean .. Ray, etc. call it 
dracunculus. 2753 in Chambers Cycl. Supp. 

3 . Bot. A herbaceous genus of Aracece , formerly 
included under Arum , containing the Green 
Dragon (q v. 14) or Dragons. 

1706 in Phillips (ed. Kersey). 1748-52 Sir J. Htll Hist. 
Plants 596 0 od.) Arum ; this genus comprehends the arum, 
arisarum, colocasia and dracunculus of authors. 1753 Cham- 
bers Cycl. Supp ., Dracunculus, Dragons in botany. 

Drad, obs. form of Dread a. and v. 

Dradge, dradgy, obs. or dial. ff. Dredge. 
Dradgy, Sc. form of Dirge, chiefly in sense 3. 
Funeral feast. 

Draf, obs. form of drove, pa. t. of Drive. 
Draff (draf). Forms : 3-5 draf, (3 drof, 4-5 
draft, 5 draaf, drafe, 5-7 draffe), 5- draff, (7 
draught), [early ME. draf, prob. repr. an un- 
recorded OE, *drsef, corresp. to MDu. and Du. 
draf Icel. draf, Sw. draf, Da. drav sediment of a 
brewing, grains, husks, OHG. *trab, pi. trebir , 
MHG. treber, Ger. trader grains, husks, etc. 
OTeut. type *trabaz neuter. Cf. also Ir. and 
Gael, drabk grains of malt, prob. from English.] 
Refuse, dregs, lees ; wash or swill given to swine ; 
hog’s-wash ; spec, the refuse or grains of malt after 
brewing or distilling ; brewers grains. 

c 1205 Lay. 29256 He gon }eoten draf and chaf and aten. 
c 2250 Gen. <$• Ex. 3582 Moyses . . dede Sat calf melten in fir 
..And mengde in water. .And gaf Sat folc drinken Sat drof. 
2362 Langl. P. PL A. xi. 11 Hogges..draf weore hem 
leuere pen al he presciouse Peerles. c 1380 Wyclif Serm. 
SeL Wks. II. 17 1 J?ei diversen fro Goddis lawe, as draf 
diversib fro clene drynke. c 1420 Pallad. on Hits At 580 
If their appetite With draf of win be fed. 1522 More 
De quat. Noviss. Wks. 73/2 A sow contente with draffe 
durt and mire. 2671 Milton Samson 573 Till vermin or 
the draff of servile food Consume me. x688 R. Holme 
Arnioury n. 181/2 Washings .. necessary for keeping of 
Swine. .Whey Butter-milk, Dish-water, any kind of Draff. 
1875 A. Smith Hist. Aberdeensk. I. 559 Animals .. fed off 
by the dregs or draff at the Distillery. 

b. transf. and fig. 

c 1385 Chaucer L.G. W. 3x2 To wryte The draf of stories, 
and forgo the corn, c 1555 Harpsfield Divorce Hen , VIII 
(Camden) 296 The draffs of filthy errors. 2643 Milton 
Divorce Introd. (1851) 6 The brood of Belial, the draffe of 
men. 2878 Dowden Stud. Lit. 45 Examples that have 
survived the chaff and draff of the time. 

c. Proverbs . 

1546 J. Heywood Proz>. (1867) 22 The still sowe eats vp 
all the draffe. Ibid. 26 Draffe is your errand, but drinke ye 
wolde. 1598 Shaks. Merry W. iv. ii. 105 Still Swine eats 
all the draugh. C1598 D. Ferguson Scot. Prov. (1785) 5 
(Jam,) As the sow fills the draff sours. 

d. Comb., as draff-drink, -midden, -pock, trough, 
• tub ; draff-cheap adj. Also Draffsack. 

c 2450 Henryson Mor. Fab. j A Sow, to whom men. .Into 
her araffe-troch would sow precious stanes, c 1470 Henry 
Wallace u. 257 Thai kest him our . . In a draff myddyn. 
1568 Wills $ Inv. N.C. (Surtees 1835) 282 One draffe tub 
iiij' 1 . a 1661 Rutherford Lett. (1765) 1. , 1 . (Jam.) The best 
regenerate have their defilements, and if I may speak so, 
their draff pock that will clog behind them all their days. 
2807 Tannahill Poems 103 (Jam.) Thanks is but a draff- 
cheap phrase. 

Draffe, obs. form of Draff, Drove sb. 
Dsfa-f&sli, a. [f. Draff + -ish.] Of the nature 
of draff, somewhat draffy ; worthless. 


2538 Bale Tkre Lawes 1701 Your draffysh ceremonyes. 
2543 — Vet a Course 97 b (T.), The draffish declaracyons of 
my lorde Boner. 

Dra'fFsack. Now dial. [f. Draff + Sack 
sb. » MDu. draf sac lit. and fig.] A sack of draff 
or refuse ; also fig. a big paunch ; lazy glutton. 
Also attrib. 

c 1386 Chaucer Reeve's T. 286, I lye as a draf-sak in mv 
bed. r 1534 Sir F, Bygod Treat. Impropr. Benefices 
They.. knowe none other god almost than the gret draf- 
sacke of Rome, a 1564 Becon Humble Supplic. Prayers 
etc. (1844) 239 The priests of Baal .. pampered their idle 
draffsack bellies with all kind of pleasant wines and dainty 
dishes. 16x6 Deacon Tobacco tortured 57 Tobacco . the 
Draffe-sacks delight. 1894 Crockett Lilac Sunbonnet 171 
Sleep yer ain sleeps, ye pair o’ draft-sacks. * 

Hence + Bra*ifsacked ppl. a., of the nature of a 
draffsack ; stuffed with reiuse ; vilely gluttonous • 
worthless. Obs. 5 

1548 Hall Chron., Hen. VII, 43 One of y 6 capiteins of this 
donge lull and draffe sacked ruffians. 1560 Becon Portress 
Faith/. Pref. Wks. 123 a, That gloton. .enfarcing his owne 
stinckyng and draffesacked belly with .. deintie dishes. 
a 2564 — Humble Supplic. Prayers, etc. (1844) 228 To 
maintain their idle and draffsacked bellies. 

Dra’ffy, a. [f. as prec. + -y L] Of the nature 
of draff, worthless ; full of draff or dregs. 

1621 Fletcher 1 st. Princess in. iii, The dregs and draffy 
part. > 1624 Gataker Transubst. 86 Such draffy stuffe as 
this is. a 1807 J. Skinner 7 une Your Fiddles Misc. 
Poetry 148 Draffy drink may please the Vicar. 

Draft (draft), sb. A modern phonetic spelling 
of Draught sb., found in many senses of the word, 
and now established in the following : 

1 . The drawing down of one scale or end of a 
balance in weighing ; the ‘turn of the scale*; 
hence a deduction from the gross weight allowed 
for this in retailing ( = Cloff, q.v.). 

[2494-1727 see Draught 13.] 1757 W. Thompson/?. N. 

Advoc. 39 To put his Foot into the Scale to weigh it down, 
to make the Draft good. 1809 R. Langford Introd. Trade 
72, 100 Hides. .Draft 1 lb. per 10 Hs. 1848 Illustr. Lond. 
Ne%vs y 9 Apr. 281/1 Secreting two iron hooks under his 
weighing-machine, thereby causing a draft of 4-) oz. against 
the purchaser. 

2 . The drawing off, detachment, or selection of 
a party from a larger body for some special duty 
or purpose ; spec, in military use. 

[X703-X872 see Draught 34.] x8oo Wellington in Gurw. 
Desp. I. 93 If the bullocks are not occasionally recruited 
by drafts of fresh calves. 18x3 Ibid. 24 Sept. XI. 140 
To get nearly as many men by a draft from the militia. 1875 
T. W. Higginson Hist, U. S. 306 Soldiers were being 
drafted ; but the draft was very unpopular. 

b. The party or body so drawn off or selected. 

1756 G. Washington Lett. Writ. 1889 I. 245, lam., con- 
vinced. .all the drafts [will] quit the service. 1780 J. Reid 
in Sparks Corr. Amer. Rev. (1853) III. 20 They absolutely 
refuse to march the drafts to the army. 1868 Regul. # Ord. 
Army v 5x5 Attention .. to the age of the men selected, so 
that the draft may consist of those best qualified for a change 
of climate. 1884 Boldrewood Melbourne Mem. ii. 22 
A draft of out-lying cattle. . rose and galloped off. 1890 
Times 22:Sept. 4/4 The Wye.. sailed from Sheerness. .with 
naval drafts and stores. 1894 Maskelyne Sharps Flats 
56 The ‘draft ’ — i.e. the cards to replace those which have 
been discarded [at Poker]. 

3 . The ‘drawing* of money by an order in due 
form. Also Draught (35 a) q.v. 

[1633-1838 see Draught 35 a]. 1833 Act 3 # 4 Will. IV, 
c. 46 § 6r Such treasurer shall make no drafts on the said 
accounts for any private purpose. 

b. A written order for the payment of money, 
‘drawn on* or addressed to a person holding 
money in trust or as an agent or servant of the 
drawer ; a bill or cheque drawn ; sometimes, 
spec., an order for the payment cf money drawn 
by one branch of a bank or mercantile house upon 
another, or by one department of an office upon 
another. 

[x 745-2:790 see DRAUGHT35b.] 1786 Trials $ Escapes of John 
Shepherd X3 Mr. Elliot sent the draft to the bankers, which 
was returned unpaid. 1826 Byron Let, foMurrayWks. (1846) 
120/1 note, I have enclosed your draft. 1846 McCulloch 
Acc, Brit. Empire (1854) II. 31 [They] pay them by giving 
a bill or draft for the sum, payable in coin at sight, or at so 
many days after date. x86x Goschen For. Exck. yi Teas 
shipped from China to New York are generally paid for by 
a draft of the exporter on a London merchant for account 
of the American importer in New York. 187 . McLeod in 
Bithell Cotmting'Ho. Diet. s.v. Draft, If the order be 
addressed to a person who merely holds the money as 
a Depositum, as a Baillee, or Trustee, or Agent, or Servant 
of the writer, it is not a Bill, but a Draft. 

c. fig. A demand, claim. 

2866 Howells Venet. Life 121 Their sterling honesty .. 
has made the English tongue a draft upon the unlimited 
confidence of the continental peoples. 1869 Lynch Church 
4* State 14 1 ’hat so great a draft should be made on our 
patience. 2885 Manch. Exam. 15 June 6/2 Her Majesty 
makes a thoughtless draft upon the loyalty of her Minister. 

4 . A plan, sketch, or drawing, esp. of a work to 
be executed; fa chart. More usually Draught 
(30, - 30 , q-v. 

1697 Damfier Voy. I. v. 100 The Spaniards who first dis- 
covered them, and in whose drafts alone they are laid down, 
Ibid. ix.. 272 Some of their Drafts newly made do make 
California to join to the main. 1703 Moxon Meek . Exerc. 
106 A round Iron Plate which lies within the hollow -. and 


DRAFT, 


633 


DRAG*. 


therefore cannot in Draft he seen in its proper place. 3727- 
5s Chambers Cycl, Draught or, as it is pronounced, Draft, 
in architecture, the figure of an intended building described 
in paper. 1809 H. Carter A utotnogr. Cornish Smuggler 
(1894) 55 There is no draft for the Channel on board I knows 
nothing of the. Channel. 1863 P. Barry Dockyard Econ. 
138 The Superintendent delivers the order, with the drafts 
and specifications, to the master shipwright. 

5. A preliminary sketch or rough form of a 
writing or document, from which the final or fair 
copy is made. 

[1528-1831 see Draught 32.] 1769 Burke Corr. (1844) I. 
J87, I have seen the draft of the petition. 1818 Cruise 
Digest (ed. 2 IV. 474 A draft of the conveyance was pre- 
pared by Mr. Booth, as counsel for the purchaser. 1887 
Spectator 9 July 921'! The latest draft of Thames Con- 
servancy bye-laws, now awaiting the Order of Council. 

0 . Technical, a. Masonry . Chisel-dressing at 
the margin of the surface of a stone to serve as a 
guide for the levelling of the surface. Also 
Draught, q.v. 43 . b. ‘The degree of deflexion 
of a millstone-furrow from a radial direction.’ 
(1 Cent. Diet.) c. See quot 1874 . 

1874 Knight Diet. Meek., Draft 6 . {Pattern-making.) 
The amount of taper given to a pattern to enable it to be 
withdrawn from the mold, without disturbing the loam. 1878 
Conder Tentwork Pal. II. 81 The stones are all drafted with 
the real Jewish draft, broad, shallow, and beautifully cut. 

7. attrib. a. Drafted or selected from the flock, 
as draft ewe. b. Drawn up as a preliminary or 
rough form whence a fair copy is afterwards made, 
e. Draft-cattle , - horses : see Draught 47 a. 

a. 1794 Ure Agric. Surv. Roxb. (Jam.), Those are picked 
out which are most unfit for breeders, and in best condition 
for the market. These are called Draught or Cast Ewes. 
1878 Cumbld. Gloss., Draft sheep . . a selection of the best 
annually. 1892 Northmnbld. Gloss., Draught , the worst 
sheep ‘ drawn or culled out from a fiock. * Draught 
ewes.’ In parts of England these are called culls. 1894 
Times 30 July 12/2 Draft ewes made up to 88 j. per head. 

b. 1879 E. Garrett House by Works II. 153 This was 
but a draft will, partly filled up. 1891 Law Times XC. 
420/1 How unreal is the publicity afforded by laying draft 
rules upon the table in Parliament. 

Draft (draft), v. [f. prec. sb. Formerly spelt 
Draught, which is still retained in some senses ] 

1. trans. To draw off or out and remove (a party 
of persons, animals, or things) from a larger body 
for some special duty or purpose. Chiefly in Mil, 
use, and in Stock farming : see quots. 

[1714-3868 see Draught v. i.) 

1724 Load. Gaz . No. 6309/2 The . . Corps out of which 
they have been drafted. 1833 Ht. Martineau Charmed 
Sea i; 6 Taddeus . . had been drafted into one of the con- 
demned regiments. 1847 Jml. R . Agric. foe. VIII. 1. 3 
Many exceedingly good animals are drafted in consequence 
of some little want of uniformity. .It is not uncommon with 
the ram-breeders to draft the whole produce from a sheep 
that has disappointed them. 1867 Rogers Pref to Adam 
Smith's IV. N. I. 7 Promising young Scotchmen are yearly 
drafted off to complete their studies at Oxford, 
b. More generally : To draw off or away. 

3742 Fielding J. Andrews iv. i, All her rents had been 
drafted to London, without a shilling being spent among 
them. <21875 Carpenter in Crolh Climate 4 T. ix. 164 
The cold and dense polar water, .will not directly take the 
place of that which has been drafted off from the surface. 

2. To make a draft or rough copy of (a docu- 
ment) ; to draw up in a preliminary form, which 
may be afterwards perfected. Rarely draught. 

3828 in Webster. 1828 J. W. Croker Diary 11 July, The 
Duke , . read me a letter . . which he had drafted. 1873 
Dixon Two Queens I. m. ix. 168 The Articles were drafted 
into form and signed. 1878 Seeley Stein I. 456 It is not 
draughting a Bill, but passing it, that is the difficulty. 

3. Masonry To cut a draught (or draft) on a 
stone: see also Draught v . 4. 

1878 [see Draft sb. 6]. 1890 Sayce in Contemp. Rev. 431 
The stones of the glacis.. are drafted. 1891 Edin. Rev. 
uly no Megalithic masonry occurs on the Mole at Sidon, 
ut it is not drafted. 

Hence Drafted ppl. a. 

3877 Black Green Past, in, Some drafted bills. 3878 
C. R. Conder Tentzvork Pal. I. 352 Drafted masonry. 
1894 Forum Oct, 153 Drafted or pre-announced oratory. 
Draft, obs. form of Draff. 

Drafber (dra’ftoi). [f.prec. vb.] One who drafts. 

1 . A man employed in drafting animals. 

3829 Sporting Mag. XXIII. 397 It is the business of the 
drafter to coax and encourage the unwilling [hounds] to 
him.. 1890 Boldrewood Col. Reformer xviii. 227 [Cattle] 
keeping the drafters incessantly popping at the fence by 
truculent charges. 

2. One who drafts or draws up a document. 

3884 Fortn. Rev. Mar. 393 The drafters of the Constitu- 
tion. 1892 Pall Mall G. 1 Feb. 2/1 The promoters and 
drafters of the Albert Charter, 

Dra'fting, vbl. sb. [f. Draft «/. + -ING 1 .] The 
action of the verb Draft (in various senses). 

1878 Seeuey Stein I. 456 Between the draughting of the 
Emancipating Edict, and the making it law. 3884 Boldre- 
wood Melbourne Mem. x, 72 Separating our cattle . . by 
drafting through the yard, or by ‘ cutting out 1891 Leeds 
Mercury 2 May 6/7 The unskilful drafting of the bill. 

attrib. 1884 Boldrewood Melbourne Ment. x. 72 We. , 
armed ourselves with drafting sticks. 3890 — Col. Reformer 
(1891) 217 Hitherto he had seen in drafting-yards only men 
used to managing breeding cattle, 1893 Daily News 15 
Apr. 3/6 [He] submitted it to the drafting master, as well as 
to experts at the Treasury. 1894 Ibid. 17 Feb. 5/5 One or 
two verbal and drafting amendments having been agreed to. 


Bra-ffcman, rare. - Draftsman i. 

1889 Anthony's Photogr. Bull. II. 218 Draftsman's tracing 
paper. 

Draft: S333.an (drerftsmsen). [Another spelling 
of Draughtsman.] 1 . One who makes, or whose 
business it is to make, drawings or designs. 

1663 Gerbikr Counsel G j a, Good Draufts-men do express 
..what is to be built in Brick by a Red Line, what with 
Stone white. 1797 Monthly Mag. III. 223 Mr. Alexander, 
Draftsman to the late Chinese Embassy, will . . publish.. a 
series of Plates, on the Costume of China. 1851 Ord. # 
Regal. R. Engineers § 16. 62 Where there is no Draftsman, 
the Junior Officer, .is to attend to the . . arrangement of all 
Plans and Models, in the Engineer Drawing Room. 

2 . One who drafts or draws up a document, 
esp. a legal document or a parliamentary bill or 
clause. 

1759 Franklin Ess. Wks. 1840 III. 179 The draftsman 
hath assured us, that no power, .is comprised in that charter 
but what was the proprietary’s direction. 1884 Sir H. 
Cotton in Law Rep. 26 Ch. Div. 99 The draftsman has 
framed this declaration of trust awkwardly. 

Hence Dra’ftsmausMp = Draughtsmanship. 
3882 Traill Sterne vi. 89 Sketches of travel, .surpassed in 
vigour and freedom of draftsmanship, by the Sentimental 
Journey. 1885 Law Times LXXIX. 171/2 Faulty drafts- 
manship and highly technical construction. 

t Bra*£ty, a. Obs. . 

[In several places drafty is a proved misprint or misreading 
for Drasty, ‘of the nature of refuse, dreggy and. possibly 
the whole word originated in such misreading, which it was 
subsequently attempted to explain by association with 
Draff or with Draught sb. 45, 46 : see Draughty 3. 
Scott’s use, quot. 1823, is app. after an ed. of Chaucer 
with drafty erroneously for drasty in Frol, to Melibens.] 
Of the nature of refuse or garbage j rubbishy, 
worthless; filthy, vile. 

1583 Stanyhurst AEneis Ded. (Arb.) 9 Skauingers of 
draftie poetrye that bast theyre papers with smearie 
Jarde. 1597-8 Bp. Hall Sat. v, ii, Drafty, sluttish geere, 
Fit for the oven, or the kitchen fire. 1602 2 ndPt. Return 
fr. Parnass. 1. ii. 395 So long As drafty ballats to the paile 
are song. 1823 Scott Romance Ess. (1874) 305 The poems 
which they recited were branded as ‘ drafty rhymings 
Drag (drseg), v. Also 5-6 dragge. [Not known 
before 1 5th c. A derivative of OE. dragan, or ON. 
draga (Sw. draga, Da. drage) to Draw. Perh. a 
special northern dialect-form in which the g has 
been preserved instead of forming a diphthong 
with the prec. a , as in English generally : cf. Jos. 
Wright, Dialect of Windhilli 02 . See also Drug 57.-] 

I. 1 . trans. To draw or pull (that which is heavy 
or resists motion) ; to haul ; hence to draw with 
force, violence, or roughness ; to draw slowly and 
with difficulty; to trail (anything) along the ground 
or other surface, where there is friction or resistance. 

C1440 Promp. Pam. 130 'i Draggyn ordrawyn, trajicio . 
1570 Levins Manip. 10/17 To Drag, extrahere. 1593 
Shaks. 2 Hen. VI, iv. iii. 14 The bodies shall be dragg’d at 
my horse heeles. i6ix Bible John xxi. 8 The other dis- 
ciples came . . dragging the net with fishes. 1667 Milton P. L. 
vi. 260 The arch foe subdu'd Or Captive drag’d in Chains. 
3726 Adv. Capt. R. Boyle 244 Aligators .. dragg’d him to 
tne Bottom, and there devour’d him. 1849 Macaulay Hist. 
Eng. I. 315 Dragging a ponderous equipage over the rugged 
pavement. 3883 Froude Short Stud. IV. 1. x, 324 To drag 
him off as a prisoner. 1896 Daily News 9 June 0/6 A ‘ shot ’ 
tint .. is produced by sparsely ‘dragging* a little colour 
over the surface. 

b. Said of moving the body or limbs with diffi- 
culty, or of allowing a member to trail. 

1583 Golding Calvin on Deut. xviii. 305 We dragge our 
winges after vs as they say. 1697 Dryden Virg. Georg, in. 
644 [The Snake] retires. He drags his Tail. 3735 Somer- 
ville Chase m. 146 His Brush he drags, And sweeps the 
mire impure. 1837 W. Irving Capt. Bomieville II, 228 
So reduced that they could scarcely drag themselves along. 
1856 Kane A ret. Expl. II. i. 24 Four wretched animals, 
who can hardly drag themselves. Mod. I could scarcely 
drag one foot after the other, 

C. Naut. To drag the anchor : * To trail the 
anchor along the bottom after it is loosened from 
the ground, by the effort of the wind or current 
upon the ship.’ (Crabb, 1823.) 

3694 Acc. Sev. Late Voy. n. (1731) 11 The wind turned to 
N orth-west and west, and the single Anchor was dragg’d by 
the Ship. 1726 Adv. Capt. R . Boyle 340 [We] threw out our 
Anchors ... but the Wind increasing, we dragg’d ’em. 3769 
Falconer Diet. Marine ( 1789), To drag the An chors, implies 
the effort of making the anchor come home , when the violence 
of the wind, See. strains the cable. 

d. intr. for reft, —passive. 

1839 Marry at Phant. Ship xxiii, The anchor still dragged, 
from . . bad holding-ground. 

2 . fig. Said of other than physical force, or 
local motion. To drag in {into), to introduce 
(a subject) in a forced manner, or unnecessarily. 

1596 Shaks. i Hen . IV, iv. iii. 19 What impediments Drag 
backe our expedition. 1611 — Wind. T. 1. ii. 24 My 
Affaires Doe euen drag me home-ward. 1697 Dryden Virg. 
Georg, iv. 716 Dragg’d back again by cruel Destinies. 3725 
Watts Logic n. lit. § 4 (3VA writer of great name drags 
a thousand followers after him into his own mistakes. *853 
Bright Sp. India 3 June, Everything that could possibly 
be dragged into the case. 2868 Freeman Norm. Cong. 
(1876) II. vii. 4 His habit of dragging in the most irrelevant 
tales. 1875 Jowett Plato (ed. 2) IV. 479 His pleasure is 
to drag words this way and that. 1876 F. E. Trollope 
Chartning Fellow II. ix. 124 To know why she must be 
dragged out to these people’s stupid parties. 


3. intr. To hang behind with a retarding ten- 
dency ; to lag in the rear. 

3494 Fabyan Chron. vi. clxxix. 176 That none shuld 
dragge or tary after his hoost. 1526 Pilgr . Perf ( W. de W. 
1531 j 108 They yt draggeth behynde & goth but slowly for- 
ward in y 6 iourney of perfeccion. 1530 Palsgr. 526/1 Thou 
draggest alwayes, tu fais tonsjours la queue. 
b. To lag behind in singing or playing. 

? a 1500 [see Dragger i]. 1526 [see Dragging vbl. sb. 1 . 
1863 Spectator 4 July 2203/1 The chorus . . ‘ dragged ’ un- 
mistakeably in one or two passages. Mod . The quartet 
was not sung in time, the tenor dragged. 

4. intr. To trail, to hang wAh its weight, while 
moving or being moved ; to move with friction on 
the ground or surface. 

1666 Pepys Diary 12 June, Only for a long petticoat 
dragging under their men’s coats, nobody could take them 
for women. 1697 Dryden AEneid vi. 753 Of sounding 
lashes, and of dragging chains. 1703 T. N. City < 5 * C Pur- 
chaser 129 In Architecture, a Do or is said to drag, when 
in opening and shutting it hangs upon the Floor. 1703 
Moxon Mech. Exerc. 1 55 To raise the Door that it drag not. 
2820 Shelley Orpheus 108 Elms, dragging along the twisted 
vines. 2820 Hazutt Led. Dram. Lit. 119 There is the 
least colour possible used ; the pencil drags. 1896 Daily 
News 23 July 8/5 The overturned coach dragged along the 
permanent way, and suffered considerable damage. 

5. trans. To protract or continue tediously ; 
usually drag on. Also to drag out, to protract to 
a tedious end. 


2697 Dryden AEneid 11. 877 ’Tis long since I . . have 
dragg’d a lingering life, a 1710 E. J. Smith (J.), Ob^; can 

1 drag a wretched life without him? 1842 A. Combe 
Physiol. Digestion (ed. 4) 315 Dragging out a painful exist- 
ence. 1865 Trollope Belton Est. xxvi. 308 The events of 
the day drag themselves on tediously in such a country 
house. 1878 Bosw. Smith Carthage 488 [It] dragged on a 
wretched existence for some centuries. 2892 Black fy White 

2 Apr. 424/2 Like too many vocalists , . [he] ‘ dragged* certain 
passages until all sense of time was lost. 

6 . intr. To advance or progress slowly and pain- 
fully ; to be tediously protracted ; to become tedious 
by protraction. 7'o drag on, along : to go on with 
painful or wearisome protraction. 

1735 Pope Ep. Lady 29 Long open panegyrick drags at 
best. 2795 Southey Vis. Maid Orleans in. 290 He shall 
not drag Forlorn and friendless, along life’s long path. 2816 
Byron Ch. Har. m. xxxii, The day drags through though 
storms keep out the sun. 1830 Examiner 472/2 He . . con- 
tinued to drag round the course till he had made sixty-five 
circuits. i86x Hughes Tom Brown at Oxf. 1 . <1889) 5 
A correspondence . . had already lasted through the long 
vacation . . without sensibly dragging. 

II. To use or put a drag to. 

7. trans. To draw some contrivance over the 
bottom of (a river, etc.), so as to bring up any 
loose matter ; to dredge ; to sweep with a drag- 
net ; to search by means of a drag or grapnel as 
for the body of a person drowned. Also fig. 

1577 in W. H. Turner Select. Rec. Oxford 392 Such free- 
men . shall . . secure, dense, and dragge . . all the ryvers, 
1769 Falconer Diet. Marine (1789), Draguer Vancre, to 
drag, or sweep the bottom, for an anchor which is lost. 
r8o6 7 J. Beresford Miseries Hum. Life (1826) n, xviii, 
After having dragged the whole neighbourhood for every 
man, woman and child. 1847 Tennyson Princ. iv. 136 While 
I dragg’d my brains for such a song. 

b. absol. To use a grapnel or drag; to use a 
drag-net ; to dredge. 

2530 Palsgr. 526/1 Cannest thou draggefor fysshe, scays tu 
bien pescher pour les Poyssons ? 1630 in Descr. Thames 
(1758) 77 No Praggerman that., doth use to drag for 
Shrimps. 2768 G. Washington Writ. (1889) II. 241 Went 
to my Plantation. -and dra.^d for Sturgeon & catchd one. 
2790 Trans. Soc. Arts VIII. 84 Bricks are said to be some- 
times raised by the fishermen dragging off this coast. 2867 
Smyth Sailor’s IVord-bk. s.v. Creeper, A small grapnel . . 
for dragging for articles dropped overboard. 

C. trans. To catch with a drag-net or dredge. 

2698 Fryer A cc. E. India <§* P. 49 This is the place where 
they drag Pearl. 2737 Pope Hot. Epist. 1. vi. 113 Go drive 
the Deer, and drag the finny prey. 

8 . To break up (the surface of lands, clods, etc.) 
with a drag or heavy harrow. 

a 1722 Lisle Observ. Husb. (1757) lot Ground which I had 

R ed, thwarted and dragged. 2828 Webster, Drag 2. 

iak land by drawing a drag or harrow over it; to 
harrow ; a common use of the word in New-England. 1846 
Jml. R. Agric. Soc. VII. 1. 51 The lands are dragged with 
a heavy crab-harrow. 


8 . To put a drag upon (wheels or vehicles) ; to 
retard as by a drag. 

1829 Southey Lett. IV. 156 Our endeavours must be to 
drag the wheels. 2884 Law Times 6 Dec. 97 The wheels 
of the waggons were chained and breaks applied, and these 
dragged wheels wore the road more rapidly. 

+ 10. Criminal slang . To rob vehicles. Cf. 
Drag sb. 8 a, Dragger 3 . Obs. 

x8za J. H. Vaux Flash Diet., Dragsman, a thief who 
follows the game of dragging. 

III. 11. colloq. To drag up : to rear roughly 
or without delicacy : to bring up ‘ anyhow \ 

<21700 B. E. Diet. Cant. Crew, Dragg'd up, as the 
Rakes call it, educated or brought up. *802 M. Moore 
Lmcelles II. 5 Lavinia . . has been wretchedly dragged up 
by the old curate. 2826 Lamb Elia Ser. 11. Pop. Fallacies, 
Poor people . . do not bring up their children ; they drag 
them up. 2867 Jml. R. Agric. Soc. Ser. 11. II L. 11. 532 
They must be tenderly reared and not ‘dragged, up’, as 
the saying is. 
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12 , To drag 1 along , on : see 6 ; in : see 2 ; 
dragon, out: see 5. 

Hence Bragged (drsegd), ppl. a. ; esp. (colloq.) in 
sense c physically exhausted ’ ; also dragged out. 

1651 H. More 2nd Lash in Entkus, Tri. (1656)195 The 
disjoynted limbs of dragg'd Hippolytus. 1866 Lowell 
Lett. (1894) I. 374 , 1 needed some more pungent food in my 
rather dragged-out condition. 1884 [see 9]. 1893 R. 

Kii-lwg Many Invent. 21 The seafog rolled back from the 
cliffs in trailed wreaths and dragged patches. 

Drag (drseg), sb. Also 4-7 dragge, 6-7 dragg. 
See also Drug sbA [mainly f. Drag v. ; but some 
of the applications may have been originally intro- 
duced from other langs- : cf. MLG. dragge drag- 
anchor, grapnel, Svv. dragg grapnel, creeper, drag- 
not drag-net.] 

1 . Something heavy that is used by being dragged 
along the ground or over a surface. 

a. A heavy kind of harrow used for breaking up 
ground or breaking clods ; a drag-harrow. 

1388-9 Abingdon Acc. (Camden) 57, ij draggis cum 
dentibus ferreis. 1333 J. Stevard in Weaver Wells Wills 
(1890) 48 My dragge, olde plowe beme, my yokes and my 
ropes. 1552 Huloet, Dragge or instrument of husbandry 
with yron teeth to breake cloddes, some do cal it an 
harrowe. 1682 J, Collins Making of Salt 15 Then the 
Earth appears in Clods, which they Harrow, and bring on 
a Drag, and a Rowle. 1821 Dwight Tray. II. 465 A large 
and strong harrow; here called a drag, with very stout iron 
teeth. 1875 A. Smith Hist . Aberdeensh. II. 1120 The drag 
can easily be converted into a harrow, simply by changing 
the tines. 

f b. A float or raft for conveyance of goods by 
water: see quot. 1607. Ohs. 

la 1400 Marts Arth. 3616 Dresses dromowndes and 
dragges, and drawene upe stonys. 1431 Act 9 Hen. VI, 
c. 5 En Flotes autrement appelfez dragges [16 th c . transl ., 
flotes commonly called dragges]. 1607 Cowell Interpr., 
Drags seem to be wood or timber so joyned together, as 
swimming., upon the water, they may bear a. .load. 

c. An overland conveyance without wheels ; a 
rough kind of sledge: see Dray 1 , and cf. DRUGjvM 

1576 Act 18 Eliz. c. 10 § 4, Sleades, carres, or drags, 
furnished for. .repairing.. high wayes. 1611 Cotgr., Train 
..a sled, a drag or dray without wheeles. 1750 R. Pocockk 
Trav. (1888) 135 They have drags for drawing up the side 
of steep fields. 1884 Century Mag. Jan. 446/2 Two skids 
fastened together make a ‘drag*, or ‘sledge’. 1895 Capt. 
King Under Fire 452 The Indian households were piling 
their goods and chattels, .on travois and drag of lodge-poles. 

d. A kind of vehicle ; the application has varied, 
and it is often not distinguished from a brake or 
Break; ; but in strict English use, applied to a 
private vehicle of the type of a stage coach, usually 
drawn by four horses, with seats inside and on 
the top. Cf. also Dragsmvn t. 

1755 Johnson, Drag . . a kind of car drawn by the hand. 
181a J. H. Vaux Flash Diet., Drag , a cart, 2820 Sporting 
Mag , VI. 79 The prads are put to, and the drag is shoved 
forward. 1825 C. M. Westmacott Eng. Spy I. 86 Since 
she put down her tandem drag. 1837 Thackeray Ravens - 
wing iii. (1887) 173 Behind her came . . a drag, or private 
stage-coach, with four horses. Ibid., The man on the drag- 
box said to the bugleman, * Now l’ 1863 Derby Mercury 
1 Mar., A horse-breaker's drag or break. 1885 Manch. 
Exam. 3 June 5/4 The fine turnout of the Blues in their 
handsome drag at Hyde Park. 

2 . Something used to drag or pull a weight or 
obstruction, + a. A hook or the like with which 
anything is dragged or forcibly pulled. Obs. 

1483 Cath. Angl. 106/2 A Drag, arpax, luppus, trades. 
*577 Frampton joyful News 1. {15961 2 It is taken out of 
the Sea in great peeces with a dragge of Iron. 1610 
Holland Camden’s Brit. 1. 78 The executioner prepared 
dragges and tortures. 1783 Ainsworth Lot. Diet. (Morell) 
11, Uncus .A drag, or iron hook, to drag traitors after 
execution about the streets. 2789 G. Vassa Life (1793) 357 
Leg-bolts, drags, thumb-screws, .instruments of torture. 

b. A Drag-net. 

1481-90 Howard Househ. Bks. (Roxb.) 192 The. .netter. . 
had sent, .a dragge of viij. fadom. C1550 Cheke Matt. 
iv. 18 Peter, and Andrew his broother, casting a drag into 
y e see. t 6 tt Bible Hab. i. 15 They catch them in their 
net, and gather them in their drag. 1697 Dryden Virg. 
Georg. 1. 2x4 Casting Nets were spread in shallow Brooks, 
Drags in the Deep. 1867 F. Francis Angling (1880) 13 
A drag with a coil of strings is serviceable. 

c. An apparatus for cleaning out and deepening 
the beds of rivers, etc. ; a dredging apparatus ; 
also for collecting oysters from the bed. 

i6ix MS. Acc. St. fohris Hasp., Canterb ., For mending 
of the dyche dragg iiij d . 1769 Falconer Diet. Marine 
(1789), Drogue , a drag, or instrument to clear the bottom 
of rivers and canals; also to catch oysters. 1846 H, 
Rogers Ess. I. iv. 162 His huge drag had brought up all 
sorts of fragments of antiquity. 

d. An apparatus for recovering objects from the 
bottom of rivers or pools; esp. for recovering the 
bodies of drowned persons. 

[1577-87 Holinshed Chron. Scot., Malcolms an. 1034 (R.) 
Howbeit their bodies were afterwards drawne foorth of the 
loch with drags.] 1707 Monthly Mag, 163 The Lancashire 
Humane Society . . [has] 90 stations . . where the sets of 
apparatus, cases, drags, boards, &c. belonging to the 
society, are established. 1804 Trans. Soc. Arts XXII. 15 
Premium offered by the Society of Arts for a cheap and 
portable drag . . for the purpose of taking up. .the bodies of 
persons who have sunk under water, 1894 Doyle Mem . .S’. 
Holmes 109 We had the drags at once, and set to work to 
recover the remains. 


e. Applied to certain agricultural implements, 
as a dung-drag or muck-rake, and an implement 
with two curving claws for pulling up turnips, etc. 

*795 Hull Advertiser 6 June 3/3 Striking him on the 
head with a dung drag. 2848 Jml. R.Agric. Soc. IX, is. 
501 Turnips . . are pulled up by a peculiar drag, or * hack \ 
as it is provincially called. 1882 Moore St Masters Epii. 
Gardening xi8 The drag is ... a light three-pronged tool, 
. .used for loosening the soil amongst vegetable crops. 

3 . Something that drags, or hangs heavily, so as 
to impede motion, a. Naut. (see quot.). 

1708 KerseYj Drags . . whatever hangs over a Ship, or 
hinders her sailing. 1753 Chambers Cycl. Supp., Drags. 
1867 in Smyth Sailor's Word-bk. 

b. A drag-anchor (see 9). 

1874 in Knight Diet. Mech. 

c. A device for retarding the rotation of the 
wheels of a vehicle when descending a hill ; esp . 
an iron shoe to receive the wheel and cause friction 
on the ground. 

*795 Trans. Soc. Arts X III. 254 A Drag to prevent the 
Accidents . . to Horses drawing loaded Carts down steep 
Hills. 1796 T. Twining Trav. Amer. (1894) 63 The wagon 
descended at a great rate, for . , it was not provided with a 
drag to keep it back, c 1842 Syd. Smith Let. to Ld. y. 
Russell Wks. 1859 II. 300/1 Gently down hill. Put on the 
drag. 1863 Mrs. C. Clarke Shahs. Char. vi. 142 The drag 
that dishonesty claps upon the wheel of their conduct. 

d. Jig. A heavy obstruction to progress. 

1837 Mrs. Mathews Tea- T. Talk 1 . 106 There 's that drag 
of a husband. 1883 Illustr. Land. News 9 May 492/2, 
1 find it a drag upon me. 1892 Zangwill Bow Myst. 141 
In short, she was a drag on his career. 
f 4 . A person employed to drag in or gather 
followers. Obs. 

1663 Heath Chron. (ed. 2) 732 Some young men and 
apprentices whom his drags had trepanned. 

5 . In various technical applications : see quots. 

3823 P. Nicholson Pract. Build. 338 Drag, a thin plate 

of steel indented on the edge . . used in working soft stone, 
{ See 1876 in Dragging.] 18S4 Webster, Drag . . ( Founding ) 
The bottom part of a flask; -called also drag-box. 1874 
Knight Did. Mech., Drag . . The carriage on which a 
log is dogged in a veneer saw-mill. 1881 Raymond Mining 
Gloss. s.v.. The mould having been prepared in the two parts 
of the flask, the cope is put upon the drag before casting. 

6. Hunting, a. The line of scent left by a fox, 
etc. ; the trail ; spec, as in quot. 1888. 

[a 1700 B. E. Diet. Cant. Crew, Drag, a Fox’s Tail thread 
Trail]. So in Phillips, Bailey, Dyche, etc.] 3733 Somer- 
ville Chase ill. 47 Hark! on the Drag I hear Their 
doubtful Notes, preluding to a Cry More nobly full. 1743 
Compl. Fam. Piece 11. i. 295 As the Drag or Trail mends, 
cast off more Dogs that you_ can confide in. 1858 Ld. 
Ravensworth Horace Odes 1. i, His bloodhounds snuff the 
drag Of timid hind or antlered stag. 3888 Elworthy W. 
Soni . Word-bk., Drag, in fox-hunting, the line of scent 
where a fox has been during the previous night, before he 
is found and started by the pack. 

b. Any strong-smelling thing drawn along the 
ground, so as to leave a scent for animals ; esp. for 
hounds to follow, instead of a fox. 

3841 J. T. Hewlett Parish Clerk I. 145 Will advised 
that his stockings should be well rubbed with oil of aniseed, 
and the hounds let out to run him as a ‘ drag 3843 
Lever y. Hinton xxi, He was always ready to carry a drag, 
to stop an earth. 3856 C. J. Andkrsson Lake Ngami 127 
[In trapping hyenas] A ‘ drag * consisting of tainted flesh, 
or other offal, is trailed from different points . . directly up 
to the ‘ toils 1888 Elworthy W. Som. Word-bk. 208 A 
red-herring or a ferret’s bed are the commonest drags used. 

<5. The hunt or chase with hounds following 
such a line of scent ; a club or association for the 
prosecution of this sport. 

3831 Eureka ; a sequel to Lord y. Russell’s Post Bag 23 
The necessity of keeping up the Drag [at Oxford]. 3869 
W, Bradwood The O. V. H. v. (Farmer) He subscribed to 
the drag at Oxford. 3883 Morning. Post 29 Sept. 5/5 The 
hounds, .form two packs, one of harriers, the other for drag. 

7 . The action or fact of dragging ; slow, heavy, 
impeded motion ; forcible motion or progress 
against resistance. 

38x3 W. Beattie Tales 34 (Jam.) Washing’s naething but 
a drag. We hae sae short daylight. 1826 Examiner 559/1 
The first stage . . was . . a miserable drag through mud and 
holes. 3839 Gullick & Timbs Paint. 312 The * drag ’ of the 
brush being evident. 3875 Ure's Did. Arts I. 989 The 
strain produced by the ‘ drag’ of the bobbin whilst being 
spun. i887_in Darwin's Life fy Lett. I. 144 He. .gave one 
the impression of working with pleasure, and not with any 
drag. 3891 Athenaeum 26 Dec. 859/1 The book is good and 
refined ; there is no drag about it. 

b. The amount by which anything drags or 
hangs behind in its motion. 

3864 Webster, Drag ..{Marine Engin .), the difference 
between the speed of a screw-ship under sail and that of 
the screw when the ship outruns the screw. 

c. Billiards. Retarded motion given to the 
cue-ball. 

2873 Bennett & Cavendish Billiards 394 Drag is put on 
by striking the ball as low as possible, No 3 strength. 

8. Criminal slang, fa. Robbery of vehicles 
(obs.). b. A term of three months in gaol. 

1783 G. Parker View Soc. II. 353 Rum Drag. x8xa 
J. H. Vaux Flash Diet., The drag, is the game of rob- 
bing carts, waggons, or carriages ..of trunks, bale-goods, or 
any other property. Done for a drag, signifies convicted 
fora robbery of the before-mentionednature. 1851 Mayhew 
Land. Labour I. 233 (Hoppe' Sometimes they are detected, 
and get a drag. 2891 Daily News 20 Nov. 6/4 Men who 
had actually served terms of penal servitude, ‘drags’ or 
‘sixes’, as they were called, for their offences. 


9 . attrib . and Comb., as drag-boat , - cart , -harrow 
-horse, -hunt (cf. Drag-hound), -man, -rope, 
-weight ; drag-anchor, see quot., a drift-anchor ; 
drag-bar, -bolt, -chain, -hook, -spring, those 
by which locomotive engines, tenders, and trucks 
are connected ; drag-box, ( a ) see 1 d, quot. 1837 ; 
{b) see 5, quot. 1864; drag-link, drag-rake, see 
quots. ; drag-saw, a saw in which the effective 
stroke is given in the pull, not in the thrust ; 
drag-sheet = drag-anchor ; drag-twist, see quot; 
drag- washer, in a gun-carriage, a flat iron ring 
having an iron loop to which the drag-rope is 
attached. Also Drag-chain, -hook, -hound, -net, 

-ROPE, -STAFF, DRAGSMAN. 

1874 Knight Diet. Meek., * Drag-anchor, a frame of wood, 
or of spars clothed with sails, attached to a hawser, and 
thrown overboard to drag in the water and diminish the 
lee- way of a vessel when drifting, or to keep the head of 
a ship to the wind when unmanageable by loss of sails or 
rudder. 1849-50 Weale Diet. Terms, * Drag-bar, a strong 
iron rod with eye-holes at each end, connecting a locomotive 
engine and tender by means of the “drag-bolt and spring, 
3891 Daily News 4 Feb. 3/5 Sixteen more [bodies] were 
recovered by a “drag-boat. 3849-50 Weale Diet. Terms, 
* Drag-hook and chain, the strong chain and hook attached 
to the front of the engine buffer-bar, to connect it on to any 
other locomotive engine or tender; also attached to the 
drag-bars of goods waggons. 3613 Cotgr., Cheval de 
traict , a ‘"drag-horse, draught-horse, cart-horse, coach- 
horse. 1750 Ellis Mod. Husbandman II. i. 40 They 
. . harrow them in with one single “drag-harrow, as they call 
it. 185a R. S. Surtees Sponge's Sp. Tour vii. 32 “Drag- 
hunting. .is not popular with sportsmen. 3849-50 Weale 
Diet. Terms , * Drag-link, a Jink for connecting the cranks 
of two shafts, .in marine engines. 3678 Hale Hist. Placit. 
Cor. xiv. § 7 (T.) The great riots, committed by the 
foresters and Welsh on the “dragmen of Severn, hewing 
all their boats to pieces. 1760 in N. Q. (1887) 17 Sept. 226 
‘Great Rakes’., are now come in general use among the 
farmers, and are called “drag-rakes. 3829 Glover Hist. 
Derby I. 188 The large drag-rake .. for raking after the cart 
in hay and corn harvest. _ 3849-50 Weale Did. Terms, 
* Drag-spring, a strong spring placed near the back of the 
tender. 3881 Raymond Mining Gloss., * Drag-twist, a 
spiral hook at the end of a rod, for cleaning bore-holes. 
3828 J. M. Spearman Brit. Gunner (ed. 2) 172 When a 
carriage is dismounted, all the small articles, such as 
elevating-screws, finch-pins, “drag-washers, cap-squares, 
&c. must be carefully collected. 

Draga(u)nce, etc., variants of Dragons, Obs. 

+ Dragant. Obs. Also 3~7 dragagant. [a. 
OF. dragant , dragagant, ad. late L. tragacanthum, 
(also dragantum ), a. Gr. rpayanavOa astragalus.] 
A gum ; — Tragacanth. Also called gum dragon , 
and formerly Adragant. 

c 3265 Voc. in Wr.-Wulcker 559/23 Dragagantum, i. 
dragagant. 1342 Boorde Dyetary (1870) 97, I do take 
Dragagant, and gumme Arabycke. 1704 Lond. Gaz. No. 
3983/4 The Cargo. .Gum Arabeck, Gum Dragant. .See. 

Brag-chain (-tpn). 

1 . A chain used to retard the motion of a vehicle; 
esp. ‘ a strong chain, with a large hook to hitch on 
the hind wheel, and keep it from turning when 
descending a hill * (Felton Carriages, 1801). 

<21791 Warton in Boswell yohnson an. 1754 (Visit Oxford) 
He cried out ‘Sufflamina’.. as much as to say, ‘Put on 
your drag chain’. 3829 Glover Hist. Derby I. 388 On 
arriving at the top of a steep hill, the carter takes off all 
his trace horses, and hooks them to the drag chain behind. 
Jig. 3830 Gen. P. Thompson Exerc. (1842) I. 276 The 
minister whose melancholy duty it is to act as a drag-chain 
upon the progress of liberal ideas. 1838 Lytton Alice in. 
vui, To take from my wheels the drag-chain of disreputable 
debt. <21871 Grote Plato Pref. (1875) 9 The perpetual 
drag-chain, .upon free speculation. 

2 . The strong chain by which railway wagons, 
etc. are coupled : see Drag sb. 9. 

Dragdom : see -dom, 

Drage, var. of Dredge sb . 2 
|{ Brag6e (drag*). Also erron. drag& [F. — 
sweetmeat, comfit : see Dredge sbA] 1 A sugar 
plum or sweetmeat in the centre of which is a 
drug ; intended for the more pleasant administra- 
tion of medicinal substances * (Syd. Soc. Lex .).. 

x866 Pkarmaceut. y-ml. Ser. 11. VII. 374 A medicine 
called Cod-liver D rages. 1870 Ibid. XI. 543 On the 
Continent. . [they] keep genuine dragdes of various strengths 
. .of rhubarb, aloes, and other simple and compound pills. 
Dragence, variant of Dragons, Obs. 

! Drageoir (dra^war). [F. = comfit-box; cf. 
Dragee!] A sweetmeat-box ; cf. dredge-box, and 
Dredger 2, 

x86x Our Eng. Home 73 On the buffet of a queen were 
placed three drageoirs of gold. 1884 Leisure Hour June 
375/2 The drageoirs or comfit boxes, full of perfumed 
confectionery, were passed about. 

t Bra'ggage. Obs. rare— 0 , [f. Drag v. + 
-age.] The action or work of dragging. 

s6xx Cotgr., Tirage, draggage; or a drawing, haling, 
pulling. Ibid., Drozd de Tirage , draggage : or a toll, or 
fee for Draggage (of salt or wine) due vnto some Lords. 

Dragge, draggeye, variants of Dredge sbJ 
Bragger (dne'gai). [f. Drag v. + -er h] 

1. One who drags : in various senses of the vb. 

X a x 500 in A ude lay’s Poems (Percy Soc.) Notes 85 Jangler 
cum jasper, lepar, galper quoque, draggar. 1598 Florio, 
Ondmaiore , a hooker or a dragge** Ibid., Sarpatore, 
a puller, a drawer, a tugger, car a dragger. 17*4 Session 
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DRAGGING. 

Minutes in Cramond Ch. of Rathven So Anent the ware 
draggers, there being ane act against dragging ware on 
Sabbath. 1854 Badham Halieut. 4 [It] Resists each pull, 
and ’gainst the dragger, drags. 

2 . spec. a. One who uses a drag or dredge, b>, 
A street-seller of small wares. 

1887 Pall Mall G. 23 Aug. 8/2 Even when the tide was 
quite down, the draggers encountered almost insuperable 
difficulties. 1896 Daily News 26 Feb. 6/3 These men., 
technically termed ‘draggers’, frequent the City, and.. are 
to be found cheek by jowl with the greatest children of 
commerce. 

f 3 . One who robs vehicles : cf. Drag sb. 8 . slang . 

1781 G. Parker Vieiv Soc. II. 151. 

4. Comb., as f draggcrman, one who fishes with 
a drag-net. 

1630 in Descr. Thames (1758) 77 [see Drag v. 7 b]. 
Dragges, obs. f. drugs, dregs : see Drug, Dreg. 
Dragging (drargiij)., wbl sb. [f. Drag 27.4- 
-ing 1 . ] The action of Drag v, in various 

senses. 

£•1440 Prennp. Pam. 130/1 Draggynge, or drawynge, 
tractus. x$z6 Pilgr. Per/ (W. de W. 1535c) 158 b„ In the 
psalmody & hymnes. .Begin al at ones, ■& ende all at 
ones ... beware of tayles or draggynge. 1639 Fuller Holy 
War m. xx. (1647) 1 43 Mens consciences are more moved 
with leading then dragging or drawing. 1768 G. Washington 
Writ. (1889) II. 241 Went a dragging for sturgeon. 1840 
R. H. Dana Be/. Mast xiii. 31 The ship, .rode out the gale 
in safety, without dragging at all, 1876 Gwilt Encycl. 
Archit. Gloss., Dragging, the operation of completing the 
surface of soft stone by means of an instrument called a 
drag, a thin plate of steel with fine teeth on one edge, 
moved backwards and forwards by the workman, 
b. cotter. The produce of dragging. 

1893 Daily News 21 June 6/1 Scarce .. equal to the drag- 
gings of a decent bay field. 

Dragging, ppl a. [f. as prec. + -ijtg -.] 
That drags : in various senses of the vb. 

1775 S. J. Pratt Lib. Opinions (1783) I. 158 The road .. 
was heavy and dragging. 1787 Mad. D’Arblay Diary 
15 Aug., [Mrs. Siddons] Jin face and person, truly noble., 
in voice, deep and dragging. 1883 Manch, Exam . 14 Dec. 
4/6 A dull and dragging market. 

Hence Bra-g-gliigly adv. 

1886 Miss Broughton Dr. Cupid 111 . i. 18 Her words .. 
come draggingly, with a little break between each. 

Draggle (drsrgl), v. Also (5 ? drakel) , 6-8 
dragle, 6-9 Sc. draigle. [Not certainly known 
before 1 6th e, ; app. dim. and freq. of Drag v. : cf. 
waggle, and see -LB.] 

1 . tram. To wet or befoul (a garment, etc.) by 
allowing it to drag through mire or wet grass, or 
to hang untidily in the rain : to make wet, limp, 
and dirty. 

(1499 Promp. Pam. 129/2 Drabelyn (drakelyn, Pynson ), 
fialudo, trannlimo (#zc).] 1513 Douglas Aire is vn. Prol. 76 
Puire laboraris and byssy husband men Went wayt and 
wery draglyt in the fen. a 1605 Montgomerie Fly ting w. 
Polwart 361 Draiglit throw dirtie dubes and dykes. — 
Sonnets Ixvi, Draiglit in dirt. 1773 Goldsm. Stoops to 
Cony. v. (Globe) 672/2 Draggled up to the waist. 1837 
Carlyle Fr. Rev. I. vn. xi, The wet day draggles the 
tricolor. 1880 Webb Goethe's Faust Pref. ii. 18 If she falls, 
she is not draggled in the mire. 

■f 2 . To drag or trail (through the dirt). Obs. 

1714 C. Johnson Country Lasses 11. i, PI ere you have 
dragled me a long way. 1723 State 0/ Russia II, 79 They 
take it by the Tail, and draggle It thrice round the Idol. 

3 . intr. (for ref.) To trail (on the ground), hang 
trailing. So f to draggle it. 

C1594 in Pollen Acts Eng. Martyrs (T891) 333 On the 
hurdle .. one of his legs draggled on the ground as lie 
was drawn. cx66o Wood Life (Oxf. Hist. Soc.) I. 300 
Masters gownes long, dialling on the ground* 1775 S. J. 
Pratt Lib. Opinions (1783) IV. 16 [Man] draggles it on 
foot upon the polluted earth. 1815 Lady Granville Lett. 
5 Sept. (1894) L 78 Flounces draggling. 1859 Sir G. W. 
Dasext Pop. Tales fr. Norse 356 Such, .long wool, it hung 
down and draggled after him on the ground. 

4 . intr. To come on or follow slowly and in a 
straggling train. 

1577 Hanmer Ant. Feel. Hist. (1619! 477 The spies came 
dragling in after in base attire, a 1598 R. Rollock Wks , 
(Wodrow Soc.) II. xxxii. 389 He that draigled behind will 
be before thee. 1809 W. Irving Knickerb. (1861) 209 With 
heavy hearts they draggled at the heels of Ms troop. 1878 
Bosw. Smith Carthage 205 Some beasts of burden which 
had lagged behind, .came draggling in one after the other. 

’ Hence Dra'ggling vbl. sb. and ppl a. 

(21598 R, Rollock Wks. (Wodrow Soc.) II. xxxii. 389 
A draigling person. Ibid., He or she that will persevere 
in draigling. 1663 Butler Hud, 1. i. 449 His draggling 
tail hung in the 'dirt. ■ *846 'Thackeray Cruikshank 1(1869) ' 
304 : My lady with ■ the ■ ermine Tippet and draggling ' feather, 
x8Q6 Manch. Exam. 6_Jan» 5/2 After the Speaker is chosen, 
several days will pass in draggling fashion. 

Draggle, sb. rare. [f. prec. vb.] 

1 . The action of draggling. 

.. 1894 Stopf. Brooke Tennyson x. 330. The dull coarseness 
and the draggle of. the last days of luxury and .adultery, 

2 . One who draggles. Sc. 

*806 Train Poet. Reveries 64 '(jam.) To her came a 
rewayi’d draggle. 

Draggled (drarg’ld), ppl. a. [f. prec. + -ED k] 
Befouleawith dragging through wet and mire. 

1513 [see Draggle v. i]. 1699 Garth Dispens. 11. (1700) 
23 The draggl’d Dignity of Scavenger, 1714 Gay Trivia 
n. 9 You'll see a draggled Damsel here and there, From 
Billingsgate her fishy Traffick bear. 1879 Frgudje Caesar 
xiu. 183 A 'draggled trad 'of disreputables.:''' ' 


Draggle-liaired, ct. nonce-wd. [f. Draggle 
v. and Hair, after draggle-tailed.] With hair 
hanging wet and untidy. 

1865 Dickens Mitt. Fr. in. x, Draggle-haired, seamed 
with jealousy and anger. 

Draggle-tail (.drcegljt^l). [f. .Draggle v. 

+ Tail sb.] 

1. A draggle-tailed person ; a woman whose 
skirts are wet and draggled, or whose dress hangs 
about her untidily and dirty ; a slut. 

1596 Nashe Saffron Walden 143 To see a..draggell taile 
run her taile into a bushe of thornes. x6rx Speed Uist. Gt . 
Brit. ix. xxiii. (1632) 1x35 About twenty of those bemired 
Souldiers were slaine, and no other cry heard, but downe 
with the Draggle-tailes. 1725 Swift Ep. Carr. Wks. 3841 
II. 572 What a draggletail she will be before she gets to 
Dublin ! x88x Besant & Rice Chapl. of Fleet il iii, A 
well-dressed woman and a draggletail are all one to them. 

2 . pi Skirts that drag on the ground in the mud. 

1858 R. S. Surtees Ask Mamma Ixxv. 331 Looped-up 

dresses . . a great improvement on the draggletails. 1871 
0 . Gibbon Lack of Gold viii. The dress. , which, to avoid 
draggle-tails, was worn short. 

3. attrib. —next, 

1707 J. Stevens tr. Qnevedos Com. Wks . (1709) 420 
Draggle-Tail Jilts newly Whip’d. 1879 Miss Braddon 
CI071. Foot xiL xo8 Nice draggle-tail creatures we shall look 
after we have walked . .under such a rain as this. 

Bra’ggle-tailed, a. Having a tail or skirt 
that trails on the ground in mud and wet 

1654 Gataker Disc. Apol. 4 Everie draggle- tail’d Girl 
that comes to them. 1825 Scott frith 23 Nov., A draggle- 
tailed wench. 1831 Trklawny Adv, Younger Son I. 288 
The draggletailed . . cockatoo. 

Dra’ggly, ct. [f. Draggle v . + -¥.] Inclined 
to draggle or trail untidily. 

1850 Carlyle in Froude TJfeinLond. (1884) II. 65 A strange 
draggly-wick’d tallow candle. 

Draggy (dnegi), a. [f. Drag v. + -Yk] In- 
clined to drag or cause dragging; heavy; slow; 
dull. Hence Bra-gginess. 

1887 Hall Caine Deemster xx ix, The roads were soft and 
draggy, 1890 Columbus Disp. (Ohio) 4 Sept., The market 
is dull and draggy, 1891 Sat. Re zt 31 Oct, 503/2 One or 
two rather draggy episodes. 1891 F. W. Robinson Her 
Love and His Life vi. ix. There was a little dragginess 
of gait. 

Dragh(en, dra3en, obs. ff. Draw v., Drawn. 
Brag-book. 

X. A hook used for dragging. 

X530 Palsgr. 215 ft Draghoke, crocq. 1653 Walton 
A ngler x, 193 You may . . take it up with a drag-hook. 1848 
J, A. Carlyle tr. Dante's Inferno xxi, 253 They lowered 
their drag-hooks. 1870 Blaine Encycl Rural Sports § 3038 
The drag- book is another implement for clearing away 
obstructions in angling . . It consists of three stout iron 
hooks placed back to back. 

2, The hook of a drag-chain : see Drag sb. 9. 

Dra'g-llOimd. Hunting . . A hound of a pack 
used to hunt with a * drag 9 or artificial scent. 

1884 Times 4 Feb. 8/2 (heading) Household Brigade Drag 
H ouuds. 1892 Pall Mull G. xx Apr. 5/2 H e then hunted 
the draghounds for three seasons at Ballincolley. 

Draght, dra^t, obs. forms of Draught. 

Dragmanl ; see Drag sb. 9. 

JDragman 2 , obs. form of Dragoman. 

Dra'g-net. [Cf. Sw. dragg-not.] A net which 
is dragged over the bottom of a river or piece of 
water in order to enclose all the fish, etc. ; also 
a net used to sweep the ground game off a field. 

[cxooo yELFRic Gloss, in Wright 35/13 Tragum , drag- 
net, vel drasge. Ibid. 48/27 Verriculnnt, drseg-net.] 
a 1541 Wyatt Of me ane Estate 89 in TottelVs Mice. 
(Arb.) 87 Ye set not a dragge net for an hare, x6to Bp. 
Hall Apol. Brownists xx Shall the Fisher cast away a 
good draught because his drag-net hath weedes ? xfiza 
Malynes Anc. Law- Merck. 246 It is also prouided.. that 
no drag-net be set before March, nor vpon deeper water 
than foureteene fathome. 1790 Burke Fr. Rev. Wks. V. 
351 It has the whole draft of fishes in its drag-net. 18x4 
Sporting Mag. XLIV. 61 Preventing partridges being 
taken at night by drag-nets. 

b. transf and Jig, 

1641 Milton Prel. Episc. Wks. (1847) 22/2 Whatsoever 
time,. hath drawn down from old, in her huge drag-net ., 
those are the fathers. 1654 Fuller Ephcmeris Pref. 7 The 
dragge-net of no diligence can be . , so advantagiously cast, 
as to catch and hold all particulars uttered in a long speech. 
1882 J. Taylor Sc. Covenanters (Cassell) 43 This act was 
popularly termed ‘ The Bishops’ Drag-net 

Dragoman (drm*g£man). PI. -mans, -men. 
Forms : 4, 7-8 drogman, 5-8 droge-, 6 drag-, 
druga-, 6-9 drogue-, 7 dragu-, droga-, droger-, 
drugga-, drug-, dragoman, 7-8 druggerman, 
drogoman, (9 dracoman), 6- dragoman. See 
also Truckman. J*l F. dragoman, dr&gman, in 
OF. drugemm — Sp. dragoman, II. dragomanno, 
med.L. dragumanmts, late Gr. Spayovfxavos, ad. 
OArab. f targuman , now tarjumdn, iarja- 
man, iurjuman, interpreter, f. j> icugama, tar- 

jama to interpret = Chaldee ram targem, (whence 
tar gum). From 14th c. commonly treated as a 
compound of Eng. man with pi. dragomen ; in 
19th c more frequently dragomans. 

The variants are due to the varying vocalisation of the 
Arabic word, and the passage of Old Arabic £ into/ F owns 


closer to the modem Arabic are Sp. trujaman, med.L. 
iurckemanmts, it. turciman.no, Fr. truchement, Eng. 
tourcheman, irudgentan, Truchman, q.v.J 
An interpreter ; strictly applied to a man who acts 
as guide and interpreter in countries where Arabic, 
Turkish, or Persian is spoken. 

13. . K. Alls, 3401 Alisaundre. .is y-come to Arabye. So 
me saide a drogman. CS430 Lydg. Bochas it xxvii. (1554) 
63 a, Cirus . . All vnpurueyed of drogeman or of guide, 2506 
Guylforde Pilgr, (Camden) 56 (Stanf. ) Our drogemen and 
guydes. 1585 T. Washington tr. Nicholas's Yoy. iv. xvi. 
131 Oftentimes they serve for Dragomans, or interpretours. ■ 
2599 Hakluyt Voy. II. 1. 305 The ambassador, .himselfe 
last, with his Chause and Drugaman or Interpreter. x6o6 
Mildenhall in Purchas Pilgrims (1625) I. iii. 115^ (Stanf.) 
For want of a Drugman. 1613 Hag a at Const, in HarL 
Misc. (Malh.) IIL 234 Two druggermen, or interpreters. 
1627 Sir T. Roe in F'ennell tr, Michaelis' Ane, Mark, in 
Gt. Brit. (1882) 20X (Stanf.), I am this day sending a 
drogaman . . to Brusria. 1656 Blount Glossogr., Drogoman 
(or Draguman ), an Interpreter or Truchman. 1782 W. F, 
Martyn Veog. Mfag. I, xo6 Met .. by the druggerman or 
interpreter. 1813 Byron Giaour 592 note, To the horror of 
all the dragomans. xSax Syd. Smith Wks. (x 859) I. 317/2 
Our ostentatious drogueman will feel a pleasure in raising* 
j^our astonishment. i86x Mrs. Harvey Cruise Claymore 
viii. 153 Most travellers are entirely at the mercy of their 
dragomen. X870 A L. Adams Nile Valley #• Alalia 4 The 
best Maltese and Egyptian dragomans, 
b. transf. 

1690 Dryden Don Sebast. nr, i. Wks. 1883 VII. 374 You 
druggerman of heaven, must I attend^ Your droning 
prayers? 1735 Pope Donne Sat. iv. 83 Pity, you was not 
Druggerman at Babel ! 2855 Milman Lot, Ckr. 1 1864) IX. 
xiv. iii. 1 17 Through the Jews of Andalusia &c (.those 
Dragomen of Media: vai Science), 

Hence Dra gomauate, the office of a dragoman ; 
Dragoma uic, 3>ra*gomauish adjs., of, pertain- 
ing to, or like a dragoman. 

x86o All Year Round No. 45, 437 Grimani. .looked rather 
grand and dragoman ish. 1869 Freshfield Caucasus $■ 
Bashan ii. 62 The usual dragomanic expenses. x88x Times 
29 July 9/3 To inscribe themselves,, as French subjects, at 
the Consular Bragomanate. 

Dragon 1 (di ^-gon). Forms : 3-4 dragun, 3-6 
dragone, dragoun(e, 4 drago wne, 4- dragon, 
[a. F. dragon t— L. dr aeon- em (nom. draco), a. Gr. 
hpaueov, -ovra ; usually referred to Spate- strong' 
aorist stem of SeptceoOat to see clearly.] 
f 1. A huge serpent or snake ; a python. Obs, 
(exc. in etymol. use). 

c xzsso Bestiary 759 De dragunes one ne stiren nout , . oc 
daren stille in here pit. £-1250 Gen. 4- Ex. 2924 And 
worpen he Sor wondes dun, fro euerile So r crep a dragun. 
a 1300 Cursor M. 5900 (Cott.) Dun |M kest a wand ilkan. 
And }?ai wex dragons [v.rr. -on is, -ownes, -ouusl son onan. 
r 2400 Maundev. (1839) v - 40 It is alle deserte & fulle of 
Dragouns & grete serpentes. 150S Dunbar Tua MariU 
Wemen 263 Be dragonis baitht and dowis, ay in double 
forme. 1667 Milton P. L . x, 529 Hee. .Now Dragon, 
grown,, larger than whom the Sun Ingenderd in the Pythian 
Vale on slime, Huge Python. 2700 Bp. Patrick Comm. 
Deut, xxxii. 33 Many authors,. say that dragons have no 
poison in them. 1849 Kingsley Misc., Poet. Sacred Leg. 
Art 1 . 265 Why should not these dragons have been simply' 
what the Greek word dragon means— what, .the supersti- 
tions of the peasantry in many parts of England to this day 
assert them to have been — ‘ mighty ■worms ’, huge snakes f 

2, A mythical monster, represented as a huge and 
terrible reptile, usually combining ophidian and 
crocodilian structure, with strong daws^ like a beast 
or bird of prey, and a scaly skin ; it is generally 
represented with wings, and sometimes as breathing, 
out fire. The heraldic dragon combines reptilian 
and mammalian form with the addition of wings. . 

It is .'difficult to separate 'Senses ; i .and a in early instances. 

a 122s St* Marker, 158 ]fe deuel com to his maide swye 
In afornae of a dragoun, 1297 R. Glouc {1724) 452 Out of 
the dragone’s mouth twei feomes ther stode there. 238a 
Wyclif Dan. xiv. 28 3 «ue to vs Danyel that distruyede Bel 
and slew^ the dragoun. c 1400 Desir. Troy 166 A derfe 
dragon drede to be-holde. 1591 Shake, i Hen* VI, 1. i. xx His 
Armes spred wider than a Dragons Wings. x5p$ — John 
11. L 288 Saint George that swindg’d the Dragon. 1607, 
Topsell Serpents (1658) 705 There be some Dragons Which 
have wings and no feet, some again have both feet and wings. 
1762 H. Walpole Vertuds Anted. Paint. I. i. (R.), On a 
rising ground above the tents Is St, George on a brown steed 
striking with his sword at the dragon, which is flying in the 
air. 'T774 Goldsm. Nat. Hist. (1776) VII. 156 The Dragon, 
a most terrible animal, but most probably not of Nature’s 
formation- ' 18x3 800x1’ Trierm. lit. xix, They, .faced the 
dragon's breath of fire. 1895 A. H. S. Lanoor Corea u6 
In shape, as the natives picture it, the dragon is not unlike 
a huge lizard, with long-nailed Haws, and a. flat long head 
. .possessed of horns and a long mane of fire. 

b. Hence frequent allusions^ to ancient and mediaeval 
tales of dragons, as those which watchfully guarded the 
Gardens of the Hesperides, those which drew the chariot 
of Cynthia or the moon, those fought and slain by Beowulf, 
St. George, and other champions. 

2590 Shaks. Mids. N. iii. ii. 379 Night-swift Dragons 
cut the Clouds full fast. x6xx — Cymb. il ii, 48 Swift, 
swift, you Dragons of the night, that dawning May 
beare the Rauens eye. 1663 Flagellum , or O. Cromwell 
(ed. 2) 5 He was very notorious for robbing of Orchards. . 
the frequent spoyls and damages of Trees, .committed by’ 
this Apple-Dragon. 1837 Hr. Martineau Soc. Amer . . III. 
240 The other public buildings being guarded by the 
dragon of bigotry. 1856 Emerson Eng. Traits, Wealth 
Wks. (Bohn) II. 75 Harder still it has proved to resist and 
rule the drago® Money, with his paper wings. x86o — , 
Cond. Life,, Fate II. 320 Every brave youth js in traSning 
to ride, and rule this dragon [Fatej.. 
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DEAGOH, 


DRAGOHET. 


C. Like a dragon : fiercely, violently. 

1713 Swift Lett. (1767)111. 213 We ate roast beef like 
dragons. 1741 tr. De Mouhy's Fort* Country Maid I. 165 
The poor Boy. .seeing himself collar’d, fought like a Dragon. 
1827 Scott jfrnl. 8 Oct., 1 even made a work of necessity 
and set to the Tales like a dragon. 

3 . In the Bible versions reproducing draco of the 
Vulgate and Zpatccov of the Septuagint, where the 
Hebrew has (a) «an tannin a great sea- or water- 
monster, a whale, shark, or crocodile, also a large 
serpent ; or ip) fn tan a desert mammalian animal, 
now understood to be the jackal, and so rendered 
in the Revised Version. 

a 1340 Bampole Psalter lxxiii[i]. 14 pou angird he heuedfs 
of dragunys [1382 Wyclif dragounys, 1611 dragons, 1885 
R. V. dragons (ynarg. sea-monsters)] in watirs, 1382 
Wyclif Ps. xc[i]. 13 Thou shalt to-trede the leoun and the 
dragoun [i6ix dragon, 1885 R. V, serpent]. • — Job xxx. 
29 Brother I was of dragouns [1611 dragons, 1885 R. V. 
jackals]. — Isa. xxxiv. 13 It shal be the bed place of 
dragownes [1611 dragons, 1885 d. jackals]. 1885 Bible 
(R. V.) Ps. cxlviii, 7 Praise the Lord from the earth, Ye 
dragons [marg. sea-monsters] and all deeps. 

4. An appellation of Satan, the * Old Serpent 1 . 

3340 Ayenb. 174 Ine )>e fjrote of be lyone of helle, and of 

pe dragoune pet him wyie uorzuelge. 1382 Wyclif Rev. 
xx. 2 And he cau^te the dragoun, the olde serpent, that is 
the deuel and Sathanas. c 1440 York Myst. xxi. 157 The 
dragons poure . . Thurgh my baptyme distroyed haue I. 
3500-20 Dunbar Poems xxxviii. 1 Done is a battell on 
the dragon blak. 3667 Milton P. L. Jy. 3 The Dragon, 
put to second rout, Came furious down to be reveng'd on 
men. 3707 Watts Hymn ‘ Haw sad our State ’ v, The 
old Dragon . .With all his hellish crew. 

b. transf. A devilish person ; a ‘ fiend \ 

3508 Kennedie Fly ting w. Dunbar 240 Dathane deuillis 
sone, and dragon dispitous. Ibid. 283 Corspatrick..That 
dampnit dragone drew him in diserth. 3715 I. Mather Sev. 
Semi , 1 Boston) 1. ii. 40 Has not the Dragon of France 
boasted, that he caused Twenty hundred thousand Persons 
to renounce their Religion? 

c. An evil power embodied, rare. 

£*470 Henry Wallace xi. 287 Inwy the wyle dragoun, 
In cruell fyr he byrnys this regioun. 

5. An appellation of Death, arch. 

1500-20 Dunbar Poems viii. 17 O duilfull death ! O dragon 
dolorous! Ibid. Iv'ii, 28 Off deathe..the dragoun stang 
thame. 1878 Browning La Saisiaz 43 The serpent pains 
which herald, swarming in, the dragon death. 

0 . A fierce violent person ; esp. a fiercely or 
aggressively watchful woman ; a duenna. 

Dragon of virtue 1 F. dragon de vertu), a woman of austere 
and aggressive virtue. 

1755J0HNS0N, Dragon.. 3. A fierce violent man or woman. 
1837 Thackeray Ravensunng vi, Lady Thrum, dragon of 
virtue and propriety. 1848 _ Life Normandy (1863) 1 . 178 
She will keep her husband in as tight order as the hand- 
some old dragon we met just now. 3887 Mrs. C. Reade 
Maid of Mill II. xxvii. 116 Confronted by the dragon, in 
her not least dragonesque mood. 1 

7. A representation or figure of the mythical 
creature. 

c 1320 Sir Tr/str. 1042 Tristrem. .Bar him purch }>e 
dragoun In be scheld. C1540 Inv. Westm. Abb. in Trans. 
Loud. Sr Middlesex A rchzeol. Soc. (1875) IV, Hym that 
bervth the Dragon on Easter Evyn. 1548 Hall Chron., 
Hen. VII, 1 b, A red firye dragon beaten upon white and 

f rene sarcenet. 1766 Porny Heraldry (1787) 203 The 
Seventh is Or, a Dragon passant Vert. 1870 H. W. Hen- 
frey Eng. Coins (1891)38 The dragon on some of the coins 
[of Henry VII] was the ensign of Cadwallader, the last 
King of the Britons. 1888 J. T. Fowler. in Mein. Rip on 
(Surtees) III. 234 note , On the three Rogation Days the 
dragon was earned * in principio processionis ’. 

T b. An ensign or standard, having the figure of 
a dragon. 06s. 

m R. Glouc. (1724) 303 Edmond ydy3t hys standard., 
ys dragon vpyset. extto R. Brunne Chron. Wace 
(Rolls) 13345 A-mong po was }>e dragoun pat Arthur bar for 
gonfanoun. 13.. K. Alis. 4300 Theo kyng dude sette out 
his dragoun. 3609 Holland Amin. Marcell. xvi. xi. 74 
The purple ensigne of a dragon fitted to the top of a. .high 
launce, as if it had beene the pendant slough of a serpent. 

C. Dragon china, a kind of porcelain decorated 
with designs of dragons. 

1786 F. Tytler Lounger No. 79 ? 8 Ringing it to try if it 
was without a flaw, she returned it into the auctioneer's 
hands, declaring it a piece of true Dragon. 

8 . Astron. a. A northern constellation, Draco. 
1551 Recorde Castle Knowl. (1556) 263 Aboute these 2 
Beares is there a long trace of 31 starres, commonly called 
the Dragon. 1697 Dryden Virg. Georg. 1. 334 Around our 
Pole the Spiry Dragon glides, And like a winding Stream 
the Bears divides. 3786-7 Bonnycastle Astron. 420. 

t b. The part of the moon’s path which lies south 
of the ecliptic : see Dragon’s Head, Tail. Obs. 

c 1391 Chaucer Astrol. 11. § 4 Whan that no wykkid 
planete, as , . the tail of the dragoun, is in [the] hous of the 
assendent. 3398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. viii. xix. (1495) 
330 The heed of the dragon and the taylle. .meue wyth the 
fyrmament and folowe his course. 3594 Blundevil Exerc. 
iii; 1. xv. (ed. 7) 306 The Dragon then signifieth none -other 
thing but the intersection of two Circles, that is to say, of 
the Ecliptique and of the Circle that carrieth the Moon., 
and that part towards the South is called of some the belly 
of the Dragon. 

t C. Applied to a shooting star with a luminous 
train. Obs. Cf. Drake 1-2. 

*398 Trevisa Barth, De P. R. viii. xxiii. (1495) 335 
Amonge the mydle sterres of Artos fallyth downe as it were 
a dragon other a fleenge sterre in lyknesse of lyghtenynge. 
1563 W. Fulke Meteors (1640) 7, jo. 3568 Grafton Chron. 
II. 319 Fiery dragons were scene fiiyng in the ayre. 1774 
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Goldsm. Nat. Hist. (1862) I. xxi. 334 Floating bodies of 
fire, which assume different names . . The draco volans , or 
flying dragon, as it is called. 

9. A paper kite. [Ger. drachei] Sc. 

1756 Mrs. Calderwood Jml, (1884) 145 A peice of bro- 
cade.. in the shape of a dragon the boys let fly. _ 1868 G. 
Macdonald A?. Falconer 1 . 253 The dragon broke its string 
..and drifting away, went, .downwards m the distance. 

1 10. a. An early fire-arm ; = Dragoon i. b. 
A soldier armed with this ; = Dragoon 2 . Obs. . 

1604-28 W. Yonge Diary (Camden) 35 Colonel Francis 
his regiment, especially the soldiers called Dragons, do 
continually make incursions upon the enemy. 1834 Planche 
Brit. Costume 270 The dragon received its name from its 
muzzle, being generally ornamented with the head of that 
fabled monster, and the troops who used it ..acquired the 
name of Dragons and Dragoons from this circumstance. 
3849 Jas. Grant Kirkaldy of Gr. xviii. 198. 1867 Smyth 
Sailor's Wd.-bk., Dragon , an old name for a musketoon. 

11. Zool. A lizard of the genus Draco, having 
on each flank a broad wing-like membrane, which 
enables it to leap some distance in the air. 

1819 Paniologia , Draco volans, flying dragon. 1823 
Crabb Technol. Diet., Dragon {Zool.) the Draco of Lin- 
naeus, a four-footed beast of the lizard tribe, .able, by means 
of its lateral membrane, to support itself for a short time 
in the air. 1841 Penny Cycl. XX. 457/2 The canines of the 
Dragon are proportionally longer than those of Stellio. 
1847 Carpenter Zool. § 468 The Dragons of zoologists, 
instead of being formidable animals, dike those of poets, 
are of very small size, and only attack insects. 

12. Ichthyol. (Also dragon-fish.') a. — Dragonet 
2 . tb. The Angler, Dophius (obs.). 

1661 Lovell Hist. Anim. $ Min. 198 Dragon, .the flesh 
is hard and dry, but if prepared, pleasant. 1694 Acc. Sez>. 
Late Voy. 11. (1711) 132 Of the Dragon-fish. 1769 Pennant 
Zool. III. 130. 

13. A fancy variety of pigeon ; ^Dragoon sb. 3 . 

3867 Tegetmejer Pigeons viii. 80 ^ The Dragon . most 

closely resembles, .the Carrier, and it is stated, .that it was 
produced by mating a Tumbler with a Horseman or a Car- 
rier. 1895 Daily Nevus 10 Oct. 5/4 A splendid collection 
of dragons and tumblers, both short-faced and flying. 

14. (Also Green dragon.) The plant Dracnn- 
culus vulgaris (formerly Arum Dracnnculus ) ; — 
Dragons, Dragonwort. Also applied to species 
of Dracontium. 

3538 Turner Libettus, Dracontia latine dracunculus 
dicitur, anglice Dragon, 1551 — Herbal 1. 0 vj a, Dragon 
hath a certayne lykenes vnto aron, bothe in the lefe and 
also in the roote. 1626 Bacon Sylva § 632 The Spirits doe 
but weaken, and dissipate, when they come to the Air and 
Sunne ; As we see it in Onions, Garlick, Dragon, &c. 
3858 Hogg Veg. Kiugd. 796 Dracunculus vulgaris , or 
Green Dragon, is a native of the South of Europe, and 
receives its name from spots on the stem. x866 Treas. Bo/ 1 ., 
Dragon, Dracunculus vulgaris ; also applied to the oron- 
tiaceous genus Dracontium. 

f 15. A disease of the eye of the horse : see quots. 
1639 T. de Gray Compl. Horsem. 94 Dimnesse of sight, 
filmes, pearles, pin and web, dragons, serpentines, c 1720 
W. Gibson Farrier's Guide n. xxiv. (1738) 80 Cataract., 
is the same which the Farriers distinguish by the different 
Names of a Speck, Pearl, or Dragon. Ibid. 81 When it is 
very small, and shows itself only in the Bottom of the 
watry humour, it is then called a Dragon. 

16. (Also Dragon cane) : see quot. 

3853 OJfic. Catal , Gi. Exhib. II. 798 From Singapore . . 
Ratans, dragons, and Penang lawyers are Stems of various 
species of Calamus. Ibid. 800 Dragon canes mounted. 

1.7. slang. A sovereign : from the device of 
St. George and the Dragon. 

1827 Maginn Transl. Vidocq. (Farmer) Collar his dragons 
clear away. 1859 Matsell Vocabulum (Farmer). 

II. attrib. and Comb. 

18. attrib. or as adj, Of or as of a dragon, of 
the nature of a dragon ; dragon-like, dragonish. 
Dragon boat- Drake 1 5 . 

1606 Shaks. Tr . § Cr. v. viii. 17 The dragon wing of 
night ore-spreds the earth. 1632 Milton Peuseroso 59 
Cynthia checks her dragon yoke. 3777 Potter YEschylus 
(1779) I. no (Jod.) Fierce with dragon rage. 1822 W. 
Irving Braceb. Hall (1823) II. J74 They .. kept a dragon 
watch on the gipsies. 1832 Tennyson Dream Fair 
Women 255 Those dragon eyes of anger’d Eleanor. 1848 
Dickens Dombey xxiii, Two dragon sentries keeping ward. 
1868 Tennyson Lucretius 50 Dragon warriors from Cadmean 
teeth. 3895 M. Mackay Fife Sf Kinross 1 . 20 Norse Vikings 
whose d ragon boats preyed on the coasts. 

19. General Combs. : a. attributive, as dragon- 
bought, -coil, -face , feet, + -hame (covering), -hole, 
-killer, -kind, -legend, - mail, -race, -scale, -seed, 
tooth (see 21 b), -whelp, -womb ; b. similative, as 
dragon-green adj, ; c. instrumental, as dragon- 
ridden, - wardered adjs- ; d. parasvnthetic, as 
dragon-eyed, - mouthed , -penned, -winged, adjs. ; 
also dragon-like adj. and adv. 

3872 Tennyson Gareth 228 The *dragon-boughts and 
elvish emblemings Began to move. 3731 Shaftesb. 
Charac. (1737) I. 149 Those grotesque figures and *dra- 
gon-faces 1820 W. Tooke tr. Lucian I. 107 Hecate. , 
stamped with her *dragon-feet. 1884 Pall Mall G. x Dec. 
5/3 *Dragon-green great coats with red linings, a 1400-50 
Alexander 487 Anec[t]anabus..Did on .him his *dragon« 
hame and drafe thur3e J?e sale. 1483 Oath. Angl. 106/2 
A *Dragon hole. 1687 T. Brown Scunts hi Uproar Wks. 
1730 I. 81 Ten times more troublesome than. . the '’dragon- 
killer. 1848 Mrs. Jameson Sacr. f Leg. Art i 3850) 424 
The ^dragon-legend of the Gargouille. 3607 Shaks. Cor. 
iv. vii. 23 He. . Fights' *Dragon-hke, and does atcheeue as 
soone As draw his Sword. 1795 Southey Joan q/Arcvn. 392 
Clad in his -*<dragon mail. 1886 W. J. Tucker Life in £. 


Europe 236 The prodigious, *dragon-mouthed water-pipes. 
3855 Milman Lai. Ckr . ix. viii. (1864) V. 389 Had only 
sowed the /‘dragon seed of worse heresies. 3607 Topsell 
Serpents (1658) 709 A little *Dragon-wheIp bred in Arcadia. 
3605 Play Stucley 1191 in Simpson Sch. Shaks. I. 206 His 
dauntless ^dragon-winged thoughts. 1634 Milton C omits 
131 The *dragon womb Of Stygian darkness. 

20. Special Combs. : dragon Arum, the plant 
Dracunculus vulgaris (sense 14 ); dragon-beam, 
dragon-piece, ‘a short beam lying diagonally 
with the wall-plates at the angles of the roof for 
receiving the heel or foot of the hip-rafter’ (Gwilt) ; 
dragon-bushes, Linaria vulgaris (Miller); 
dragon claw = dragon's claw (see 21 ) ; dragon- 
fish (see sense 12 ); dragon-plant, a name for 
the species of Dracmia ; f dragon serpentine 
= Dragonwort ; dragon - shell (see qnot) ; 
dragon -stone, Draconites; f dragon - volant 
(see quot.) ; T dragon-water, a medicinal prepara- 
tion popular in 17 th c. Also Dragon-ply, etc. 

1703 Moxon Mech. Exerc. 160 * Dragon-beams, are two 
strong Braces or Struts, .meeting in an angle upon the 
shoulder of the King-piece. 1823 P. Nicholson JPract. 
Build, cm * Dragon-piece, a beam bisecting the wall- 
plate, for receiving the heel or foot of the hip-rafters. 3598 
Florio, Dragontea, the herb dragon wort, or *dragon 
serpentine. 1753 Chambers Cycl. Snpp., * Dragon-shell., 
a name given . . to a species of concamerated patella or 
limpet. This has its top very much bent, and is of an ash- 
colour on the outside, but of an elegant and bright flesh- 
colour within. 1632 Sherwood, *Dragon- stone, draconite . 
1867 Smyth Sailor's W or d-bk., * Dragon-volant, the old 
name for a gun of large calibre used in the French navy. 
1607 Dekkkr Westiv , Hoe 11. ii. Wks. 1873 H. 308 Will 
you send her a Box of Mithridatum and * Dragon water. 
3615 Markham Eng. Housew. 11. i. (1668) 6 For the Quartan 
Fever, Take.. Dragon water. 

21. Comb, with dragon's, a. In names of plants, 
as dragon’s-elaw, dragon’s-herb ( ~ Dragon- 
wort); dragon’s-mouth (see quot.). b. Dragon’s 
belly, dragon’s skin (see quots.) ; dragon’s 
teeth, the teeth of the dragon fabled to have been 
sown by Cadmus, from which sprang armed men ; 
dragon’s tongue, ? the tongue of a buckle. See 
also Dragon’s blood, -hh;ad, -tail, 

1766 Croker Diet. Arts, Venter Draconis, ^Dragon’s 
Belly, in astronomy, that part [of a planet’s orbit] most 
remote from the nodes, that is, from the dragon’s head 
and tail. 1832 Comstock Bot. (1850) 424 Corallorhiza, 
^Dragon’s claw. 1600 Vaughan Direct. Health (1633' 166 
Rosemary, Myrrh, Masticke, Bolearmoniaeke, *Dragons 
hearbe, Roach Allom. 1857 84 Henfrey Bot- (ed. 4) 301 
The Snap-dragon, or ^Dragon’s mouth. 3884 Miller 
Plant-n., Dragon’s-mouth, Antirrhinum viajns. Arum 
crinituni, and Epidendrnnt macrochilum. 1865 Page 
Handbk. Geol. Terms, * Dragons' Skin, a familiar term 
among miners and quarrymen for the stems of Lepido- 
dendron , whose rhomboidal leaf-scars somewhat resemble 
the scales of reptiles. 1644 Milton Areop. (Arb.) 35 They 
are as lively, and as vigorously productive, as those fabulous 
^Dragons teeth. 1853 Marsden Early Purit . 290 Jesuits 
. . sowed the dragon’s teeth which sprung up into the nvdras 
of rebellion and apostasy. 1794 W. Felton Carriages (1S01) 
I. 101 The small splinter-sockets, shewing the hook, the eye 
and *dragon’s-tongue, which are for one and the same use. 

Hence Dra*gou&ooci, the condition or quality of 
a dragon ; Dra-gouship, the office or occupation 
of a dragon (as strict guardian). 

1862 E. Bradlf.y (C. Bede) College Life 103 The same 
mysterious dragonship was maintained over her in-doors. 
3894 G. Allen in Westm. Gaz . 23 Oct. 1/3 What are the 
visible signs and credentials of his dragonhood ? 

H ragon 2 . [corruption of Dragant.] In 
Gum dragon — Tragacanth. 

3813 W. Milburn Oriental Comm. I. no Tragacanth gum, 
or as it is usually called gum dragon. 1886 in Syd. Soc.Lex , 
Dragonade*. see Dragonnade. 

Dragonce, var. of Dragons, Obs. 
Bragonescjne (drse^gone-sk). a. [f. Dragon 1 
+ -esque.] Of the style or character of a dragon. 
3883 J. Anderson Scot, in E. Ckr. Times 131 Designed 
in fanciful dragonesque forms. . 3882 R. C. Maclagan Scot. 
Myths 84 The' "dragonesque animal representing the fertilis- 
ing power of water. 3887 [see Dragon 6]. 

Dragoness (drse-gones). [f. asprec. + -ess.] 
A female or she dragon (lit. and/%.). 

<21634 Chapman Hymn to Apollo (R.), She gaue com- 
mand. that the dragonesse Should bring it vp. 1764 Gray 
Lett. Wks. 1884 III. 176 Will nobody kill that dragoness? 
1883 A. S. Hardy But yet a Woman 80 Even had she 
herself assumed the rSle of dragoness. 

Dragonet (drae-gonet). Also 6 -ette. [a. F* 
dragonet little dragon, f. dragon : see -et.] 

1. A small or )onng dragon. 

33. . K. Alis. 602 That signifieth the dragonet. 3590 
Spenser F. Q. i. xii. 10 Some hidden nest Of many 
dragonettes, his fruitful! seede. <33797 W. Mason Lp.to 
Shebbeare (R.), Each little dragonet, with brazen grin, 
Gapes for the precious prize and gulps it in. i 8 ax Lamb 
Elia Ser. 1. Witches, From the womb of those crushed 
errors young dragonets would creep. ^ 

2. A fish of the genus Callionymus , esp. C. 
dracunculus. 

3769 Pennant Zool. III. 130 Dragonet, a name we have 
taken the liberty of forming, from the diminutive Dracnn- 
culus, a title given it by Rondeletius, and other authors. 
1838 Johnston in Proc. Bemv. Nat. Club I. No. 6. 172 
Callionymus dracunculus , Linn. Sordid Dragonet, Penn. 

3. A South American lizard, Crocodilurus. 
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Dra*gon-fly, dragon fly. 

The common name tor neuropterous insects of 
the group Libdlulina, characterized by a long, 
slender body, large eyes, and two pairs of large 
reticulated wings, and by their strong, swift flight. 

1626 Bacon Sylva § 729 The delicate coloured Dragon 
Flies may have likewise some Corrosive quality. 1694 
E. Floyd in Phil. Trans, XVIII. 46 Wings . . resembling . . 
those of the larger Libellat \ or Dragon-flies. 178a Andr£ 
m Phil. Trans. LXXIL 440 The wonderful structure of 
the eyes of insects. , most commonly illustrated by that of 
the Libellula, or Dragon-fly. 1859TENNENT Ceylon I. n. vi. 
247 Above the pools dragon flies, of more than metallic lustre, 
flash in the early sunbeams. 

Dra*gonisli, [f. Dragon + -ish.] 

1, Of the nature or character of a dragon ; fierce, 
severe. 

1530 Palsgr. 311/1 Dragonysshe, of the nature of a dragon, 
draconique. 1549 Coverdale, etc. Erasm. Par. Rev, xiii. 
(R.)This beastes dragonishe speache. 1852 James Pequhiiilo 
1. 139 [She] was sufficiently * dragonish' to make a fight for 
her principles. 1873 Browning Red Cott. Nt.-cap 883 
A- matron— may be, maid Mature, and dragonish of aspect. 

2 . Somewhat like a dragon in shape. 

1606 Shaks. Ant. Cl. iv xiv, 2 Sometime we see a clowd 
that’s Dragonish, A vapour sometime, like a Beare, or 
Lyon. 1880 Daily Tel. 16 Feb., Trees that are dragonish ; 
trees that are like bears and lions. 

Bra*gonism. [f. Dragon + -ism.] 
f 1 . Dragonish nature ; devilry. Obs. 

1581 Satir. Poems Reform, xliv. 47 Vith all the properteis 
of Sathannis dragon isme. 

2 . Jealous and watchful guardianship. (See 
Dragon 2 b, 6.) 

1822 Blackw . Mag. XI. 302 Emancipated from boarding- 
school restraints, or the dragonism of their governesses. 

Dra'gonize, v. [f. Dragon + -ize.] 

1 . trans. To turn into a dragon, render dragon- 
like. 

1831 Carlyle Misc. Ess. (1857) II. 231 Siegfried by main 
force slew this dragon, or rather dragonised Smith’s- 
brother. 

2 . To keep guard over or watch as a dragon. 

1866 Mrs. Gaskell Wives Dan. viii, Clare to dragonize 

..us. 1875 G. Macdonald Malcolm II. x. 155 His few 
household goods were borne in a cart through the sea-gate 
dragonized by Bykes. 

Bragosmad© (drsegon^-d), sb. Also drago- 
nade, dragoonade. [a. F. dragonnade (18th c.), 
f. dragon Dragoon : see -ade.] In pi. a series of 
persecutions directed by Louis XIV against French 
Protestants, in which dragoons were quartered upon 
the persecuted. Hence, any persecution carried on 
with the help of troops. (Rare in sing.) 

a 1715 Burnet Own Time an, 1S86 (T.), It was supported 
by the authority of a great king, and the terror of ill usage, 
and a dragoonade in conclusion. 1781 Justamond Priv. 
Life Lewis XV, III 25 Notwithstanding the favourable 
accounts given, .of these Religionists, it was in agitation to 
renew the Dragonades. 1856 Froude Hist. Eng. I. 403 
France was to go her way through Bartholomew massacres 
and the dragon nades to a polished Louis the Magnificent. 
1870 Spurgeon Treas. Dav. Ps. xliv. 22 The dragoon- 
ades of Claverhou.se. 1873 Smiles Huguenots Fr. 11. i. 
{1881) 291 To avoid the horrors of the dragonnade. 

. Bragoima'de, v- [f. prec. sb.] trans. To sub- 
ject to a dragonnade ; to dragoon. 

1873 Smiles Huguenots Fr. n. i. (1881) 289 The Hugue- 
nots., refused to be converted by the priests; and then 
Louis XIV determined to dragonnade them. 

Dra*gon~root. 

f 1 . The root of dragon wort or dragons. Obs. 
1621 Burton Anat. Mel.11, iv.11. il, These are very gentle 
[purgers], alyppus, dragon root, centaury, ditany. 

2 . In U. S. applied to the tuberous roots of 
various species of Arisxma', also to the plants 
themselves. 

1866 Treas. Bot. s. v. Aris&ma, The Dragon-root, or 
Indian turnip of America, is the tuber of A. atrorubens , 
which furnishes a kind of starch. Ibid. 427 Dragon Root t 
A riscema atrorubens ; also ..A rtssema Dracontium. 1889 
Chambers ’ Encycl. s. v., Dragon-root.. of which the acrid 
tuber is applied to various uses in domestic medicine, 
tBra'gons. Obs. Forms; (1 draconze, dra- 
eentse, dracanse) 5 dragance, -ans, -auns, 
-ence, -onys, 5-6 dragaunce, 5-7 dragonce, 
6-8 dragons. [In late ME. dragance, a. OF. 
dragance, var. of dragonce (in med.L. dragancia, 
-ontia) L. dracontia, for dracontium, a. Gr. dpa- 
Kovftov , f. bpatccw, Bpatcovr- Dragon. The Lat. word 
had already given late OE. draconze, dracentse '. ] 

A popular name of the Dr agon wort, Dracun - 
cuius vulgaris (formerly Arum Dracunculus). 

cxooo Sax. Leechd. I. 12 Herba dracontea )>set ys dra- 
centse* Ibid. II. 35oWyrc bonne drenc font wseter, rudan, 
baluian, cassuc, draconzan. c 1440 Promp. Parv. 130/1 
Dragaunce, herbe (dragans, P.), dragancia. c 1450 A ifhiia 
(Anecd. Oxon.) 48/1 Draguncea. .gall, et angl. dragaunce. 
c x 45 ° Bk, H awking in Rel. Ant. I. 301 Take the jus of 
dragonce. c 1475 V oc - im Wr.-Wulcker 787/8 Hec dragancia, 
a dragauns. i486 Bk. St. Albans Cviija, Take Juce of 
dragonys. 1533 Elyot Cast. Helthe (1541) nb, Thynges 
good for the Lyver: Wormewode Dragons. 1579 
Langham Card. Health (1633) 202 Biting of a Dogge or 
Adder, drinke Dragons, Rue and Betony. *607 Topsell 
Serpents (1658) 804 The juyce of dragons, expressed out of 
the leaves, fruit, or root. 1737 A. Cooper Distiller in. xv. 
(1760) 170 Take Dragons, Rosemary, Wormwood, Sage. 


Dragon’s blood. 

A bright red gum or resin, an exudation upon the 
fruit of a palm, Calamus Draco . Formerly applied 
also to the inspissated juice of the dragon-tree, 
Dracaena Draco, and to exudations from Piero - 
carpus Draco , Croton Draco , and other plants. 

1599 Hakluyt Voy. II. n. 331 That substance which the 
Apothecaries call Sanguis Draconis , (that isj, Dragons 
blood, otherwise called Cinnabaris. 1703 T. S. Art's fm- 
prov. 37 When you have, laid on your former Red, take 
Dragons Blood and pulverize it'., a small Portion will ex- 
treamly heighten your Colour. . 1718 Quincy Compl. Disp. 
97 Dragon’s Blood is the Weepings of a Tree which bears 
a Fruit not unlike a Cherry. 1830 Lindley Nat.Sysf. Bot. 
282. 1887 Pall Mali G. 7 Mar. 6/1 The deep red varnish of 
Cremona is pure dragon's blood. 

attrib . 1704 Lond, Gas. No. 4059/4 The following Goods, 
viz...Jumbee Canes. .Dragon’s-Blood Canes. 2870 Daily 
Hews 6 J une, The scarlet foliage of the South American 
dragon’s-blood tree. 1884 Miller Plant-n., Dragon’s-blood- 
plant, Calamus Draco. Dragon’s-blood-tree, Dracaena 
Draco . 

Dragon’s bead. [See Dragon 8 b.] 

1 . Astron . The ascending node of the moon’s 
orbit with the ecliptic (marked 51 ). 

1509 Hawes Past. Pleas, xvm. ii, Dyane .. Entred the 
Crab, her propre mancyon, Than ryght amyddes of the 
Dragons hed. 1594 Blundevil Exerc. xiv. (ed. 7,1 504 
Subtract the place of the Dragons head from the place of 
the Moone. 18x9 Jas. Wilson Diet. Astrol. 83 The place 
of the Dragon’s Head is considered of great efficacy. 

b. Her. The name of the tincture tenne or tawny 
in blazoning by the heavenly bodies. 

1706 Phillips (ed. Kersey\ Dragons head . . is . . the 
Tenne, or Tawny Colour in the Escutcheons of Soveraign 
Princes. 1766 Porny Heraldry Gloss., Dragon' s-head : Part 
of a celestial constellation, assigned by English Heralds to 
express the Color Tenne in blazoning the Arms of Sovereigns. 

2 . Herb. (See quots.) 

1753 Chambers Cycl. Supp,, D racocepka Ion „ Dragon's 
Head, in botany, the name of a genus of plants. x8 66 
Treas. Bot., Dragon' s-head, name for Dracocepltalum. 

Dragon’s tail. [See Dragon 8 b.J 

1 . A strait. The descending node of the moon’s orbit 
with the ecliptic (marked y ). 

1605 Shaks. Lear 1, ii 140 My father compounded with 
my mother vnder the Dragons taile, and my Natiuity was 
vnder VrsaMaior. 1786-7 Bonnycastle A stron. 420. 1819 
Jas. Wilson Diet. Astrol, 

b. Her. The name of the tincture murrey or 
sanguine , in blazoning by the heavenly bodies. 

1706 Phillips (ed. Kersey), Dragons-tail . . signifies the 
Murrey Colour in the Coats of Soveraign Princes. 1766 
Porny Heraldry Gloss. 

2 . Palmistry. The discriminal line. 

1678 Phillips (ed. 4), Restrict Line (in Chiromancy) . . is 
otherwise called the Discriminal line , and also the Dragons 
tail. 1842 Brande Diet. Sc., etc. s.v. Chiromancy. The 
dragon’s tail, or discriminal line, between the hand and arm. 

Dragontian, -tine, bad ff. Dracontian, -ine. 

Bra*gOH-tree. The monocotyledonous tree 
Dracaena Draco (N. O. Liliaceae). 

x6xx Cotgr Sang de dragon. .not., the bloud of a Dragon 
. . but the Gumme of the Dragon tree opened or bruised in 
the dog-daies. 1640 Parkinson Theat. Bot. 1531. 17x2 tr. 
Pomet's Hist. Drttgs I. 194 The Dragon Tree . . appears to 
be a kind of Date Tree. 1852 Th. Ross Humboldt ' s Trav. 
I. ii. 63 note , Toothpicks steeped in the juice of the dragon- 
tree. .for keeping the gums in a healthy state. 

t Dragonwort. Obs. 

1 . The p 1 ant Dracunculus vulgaris ; = D ragons. 

1565-73 Cooper Thesaurus , Dracontium . . Dragonwort, or 

dragens. 1578 Lyte Dodoetis in. vi. 322 It is thought .. that 
those which carrie about them the leaues or rootes of great 
Dragonwurtes, cannot be hurt nor stong of Vipers and Ser- 
pentes. 1607 Topsell Serpents (1658) 594 A certain experi- 
mental unguent . . made of. . the roots of dragonwort, 

2 . Small d. : the common Arum or Wake-robin. 

2674 Blagrave Suppl. to Culpepper’s Eng. Physic. 54 Aron 

maculatum ; in English, small Dragon-wort, and speckled 
Aron. 

3 . The Snakeweed, Polygonum Bistort a. rare . 

165S Culpepper Eng. Physic. 35 Bistort . . is called Snake- 
weed, . . Dragonwort. 

Dragoon (dragwmV sb. [ad. mod.F. dragon 
Dragon, also in sense 2.] 

f 1 . A kind of carbine or musket. So called from 
its f breathing fire ’ like the fabulous dragon. Obs. 

1622 F. Markham Bk. War iv. v. 138 A lieutenant of the 
late invented Dragoones (being not aboue sixteen© inch 
Barrell, and full Musquet bore). Ibid. v. ii. 167 If the 
Regiment be but Dragoones, then a Spanish Morian, and 
no other Armor, a light Guelding, a good sword, and a faire 
Dragoone. 1637 Lane. Wills (1857) H* 142 To my Lord 
Strange one case of pistolls and a dragoone. 1659 Rushw. 
Hist, Coll. 11. II. App. 237 The arms of a harquebusjer, or 
dragoon, .are a good harquebuss or dragoon, fitted with an 
iron work, to be carried in a belt [etc.]. 

t b. See quot., and cf. Fire-drake 3. 

1626 Capt. Smith Accid. Yng. Sea-men 32 Pots of wild 
fire or dragouns. 

2 . A species of cavalry soldier. The name was 
originally applied to mounted infantry armed with 
the firearm (sense 1 ). These gradually developed 
into horse soldiers, and the term is now merely a 
name for certain regiments of cavalry which his- 
torically represent the ancient dragoons, and: retain 
some distinctive features of dress, etc. 

In France, the edict of Louis XIV, 25 July 1665* ranked 
dragoons among infantry, and this was their status until 1784. 


DH AGO OK AGE. 

In Montecuculi's time, a 1688, They still ordinarily fought 
on foot, though sometimes firing from horseback; when 
Simes wrote, 1768, they mostly fought on horseback, though 
still occasionally on foot. The French reglement of x Jan. 
1791, confirmed by the decret of 21 Feb. 1793, classed them 
among horse soldiers, after the cavalry proper. ^ In the 
British Army, the Cavalry are now (1896) divided into Life 
Guards, Horse Guards, Dragoon Guards, Dragoons, Hus- 
sars, and Lancers. Earlier classifications made the Hussars 
and Lancers subdivisions of the Dragoons. (See quot. 1836.) 
In the U.S. army the term is not us9.1L 

1622 F. Markham. Bk. Warm. I. 83 To these Low Coun- 
tries haue produced another sort of Horse-men and they 
call them Dragoons which I know not whether I may re- 
turne them Foot- Horsemen, or Horse-Footmen. 1665 Sir 
T, Herbert Trav. (1677) 283 The General following with, 
the rest of his Horse and Dragoons. 1683 Evelyn Diary 
5 Dec., The King had now augmented his guards with 
a new sort of dragoons, who carried also grenados. a 1694 
Tillotson Serm, (1743) V. 1274 Armed soldiers, called by 
that name of dragons, or, as we according to the French 
pronunciation calT them, dragoons. 1724 De Foe Mem . 
Cavalier (1840) 286 They.. lost most of their horses.. and., 
turning dragoons, they lined the hedges. 1768 Simes Mil. 
Medley , Dragoon , is a musqueteer, mounted on horseback, 
sometimes fighting on foot, but mostly on horseback, as 
occasion requires. 1836 Penny Cycl.fl. 388 In the British 
Army [Cavalry] consists of the two regiments of Life Guards, 
the royal regiment of Horse Guards, seven regiments of 
Dragoon Guards, and seventeen regiments of Light Dra- 
goons, of which the 7th, 8th, xoth, and 15th are Hussars, 
and the 9th, 12th, 16th, and 17th are called Lancers. [There 
are now (1896) 3 Regiments called Dragoons, 13 of Hussars, 
and 5 of Lancers.] 1849 Macaulay Hist. Eng. I. iii* 294 The 
dragoon. .has since become a mere horse soldier. jBut in 
the seventeenth century he was accurately described by 
Montecuculi as a foot soldier, who used a horse only in 
order to arrive with more speed at the place where military 
service was to be performed. x868 Freeman Norm. Conq. 
II. x. 469 Riding to the field, but fighting on foot, they 
were dragoons in the earlier sense of the word. 

b. As the type of a rough and fierce fellow. 

1712 Steele Sped. No. 533 T 2 What Treatment you 
would think then due to such Dragoons, 1856 Emerson 
Eng. Traits, Race Wks. (Bohn) II. 27 These founders of 
the House of Lords were greedy and ferocious dragoons, 
sons of greedy and ferocious pirates. 

f c. I11 the following, taken by Todd, etc., as =* 
Dragonnade. 

a 1691 Bp. T. Barlow Rem. 265 (T.) To bring men to the 
Cathofick faith (as they pretend) by dragoons, and im- 
prisonments. 

3 . A variety of pigeon, being a cross "between a 
horseman and a tumbler. 

1725 Bradley Fam. Did. s.v. Pigeons, From the Tumbler 
ana the Horseman, Dragoons. 1765 Treat . Dom. Pigeons 
60 When the powter has laid her egg, it must be shifted 
under a dragoon. 1851 Mayhew Lo?id. Labour (1861) II. 
64 His pigeon-cote . . is no longer stocked with carriers, 
dragoons, horsemen [etc.]. 

4 . attrib . and Comb. 

x688 Evelyn Diary 23 Mar., The dragoon mission ers, 
Popish officers and priests, fell upon them [French Protes- 
tants], murdered and put them to death. x688 Luttreli, 
Brief Rel. (1857) L 487 The duke of Grafton., was shott at 
by a dra.goon soldier, 1692 Ibid. II. 402 Rigorous proceed- 
ings against the dragoon-converts. iq^sGeutl. Mag. XVII. 
416 A regiment of dragoon guards of 10 companies. 1828 
t. M. Spearman Brit. Gunner [ed. 2) 257 A Light Dragoon 
horse, mounted and accoutred complete, carries 2 cwt. 1 qr. 
14 lbs. 1858 Carlyle Fredk. Gt. 11. xi. (1865) I. 118 [A] 
rugged dragoon-major of a woman. 

DragOO‘11, V. [f. prec. sb.; or ad. F. d;'agonner 
(17th c. in Hatz.-Darm.).] 

1 . trans. To set dragoons upon, to force or drive 
by the agency of dragoons ; to persecute or 
oppress, as in the Dragonnades. 

1689 in Somers Tracts (1795) II. 351 The Art of Dragoon- 
ing Men into Religion, .the Contrivance of Lewis XIV. 1692 
Pretences Fr. Invas. 12 To Dragoon all Men into the Kings 
Religion. 1738 Neal Hist. Purit. IV. 566 His brother of 
France . .was dragooning his Protestant subjects out of his 
kingdom. x88i Pall Mall G. 3 Dec. 1/1 The necessity for 
dragooning the Irish or for abolishing trial by jury. 

2 . To force ( into a course, etc.) by rigorous and 
harassing measures. 

1689 Prior Ep. F. Shephard 136 Deny to have your free- 
born Toe Dragoon’d into a Wooden Shoe. 1794 Godwin 
Cal. Williams wo. He dragooned men into wisdom. x86i 
Hughes Tom Brown at Oxf. xvi. (1889) 152 He wasn’t to 
be dragooned into doing or not doing anything. 

3 . To exact free quarters from. 

1753 Edwards In Mrs, Barbauld Richardson's Carr. 
(iSo4) III ; 52 Nor ought I .. to be.. a vagrant without any 
fixed habitation or to dragoon my friends throughout the 
year. 

Hence Dragoo'ned fpl. a., Dragoo ning vbl. sb. 
and ppl. a . ; also ( nonce~wds .) Dragoo*naMe a ., 
capable of being dragooned ; Bragoo'nage, the 
action of dragooning. 

*691 New Discov . Old Intreague iii. 45 Domestick Heroes, 
whose Dragooning Hands Seek out no_ Forreign Wars, 
while they can plunder Friends. Ibid. vii. 3 Dragooning’s 
ceas’d. 17x7 De Foe Mem. Ck, Scot . iii. 78 A11 the French 
Dragooning, the Popish Burnings, the Heathen Torturings 
that we read of. a 2745 Smvr Wks. < 1841)^ II. 67 The next 
evil to that of being dragooned is that of living dragoonable. 
1855 Macaulay Hist. Eng. III. 426 That inextinguishable 
hatred which glowed in the bosom of the persecuted, dra- 
gooned, expatriated Calvinist of Languedoc. 1892 Athe- 
naeum 24 Dec. 883/3 Isaac Minet was.. a witness of the 
‘ dragooning ' persecution. _ 1894 Speaker 26 May 584/1 
Ecclesiastic and squirearchic almsgiving and dragoonage. 

Dragoonade : see Dragonnade. 


BSAGOOK-BIBB. 


BBAU9T. 


BragOO'H-Mrd. A Brazilian bird (Cepha- 
bpterns ornatus), having a large, umbrella-like 
crest' of feathers above the bill ; also called umbrella - 
&Yv/, 1864 in Webster. 

t BragOO*ner. Also 7 dragonier, 

-goner, -goneer, -gooneer. [f. Dragoon sb. 1, 
or immediately from French. Cf. Ger. dragoner, 
in 17th c. also imgoner, draguner. 

In German, the word was already in regular use in the 
Thirty Years War, and in 1617 was ridiculed as a ‘fremd- 
wovt *or foreign word (Kluge). This, with the variant 17 th c. 
English forms, and the fact that it was not a natural Eng. 
formation from dragoon , imply fox the original a F. dra- 
gomier ‘soldier armed with a dragoon or harquebus', 
although this is not recorded in the dictionaries. OF. 
had! dragonier in the sense * standard-bearer % s= med.L. 
dracduarius.} 

1. - Dragoon sb. 2 . 

163191 Lismore Papers Ser. 11. 6888) IV. 27 The dragoneers 
..are commanded by one Colonel! Stafford. 164a Deck 
Lords <$• Com., For Rais. Forces 22 Dec!. 7 That the Dra- 
gooners he put into Companies, And that one hundred and 
twelve be allotted to a Company, c 2642 Twyne in Wood 
Life (Oxf. Hist. Soc.) I. 68 The kynges horsemen or 
troopers and dragon ers. 1643 Sober S mines 35 They had 
a power could reach him ; and this was the power of the 
Dragooneers. 1644-7 Cleveland Char. Loud. Diurn. 2 
The Emperick-Divines of the Assembly, those Spiritual! 
Dragooners, thumbe it accordingly. 1672 T. Venn Mil. 4 
Mar. Discip. iii. 7 Five several kinds 01 men at Arms for 
the Horse Service, Landers, Cuirasiers, Harquebuders, 
Carabiniere, Dragoniers. 1705 S. Whatelv in W. S. Perry 
Hist. Coll. Amer. Col. C/L I. 1 68 To raise the Dragooners 
and 5th men. 

2. A horse ridden by a dragoon. 

1642 Ord. <$• Declar. Lords fy Com. 29 Nov. it Horses for 
service in the Field, Dragooners and Draught- Horses. 

8 . [f. Dragoon v.~\ One who dragoons or takes 
part in a dragonnade ; a rigid persecutor. 

3688 Reasons for Establ. Standing A rmy, in 5 tk Coll. 
Papers fund. Affairs 14 The Dragooners have made more 
Converts than all the Bishops and Clergy of France. 1826 
Praed Poems (1865) I. 263 Who for long years had been 
a great dragooner. 

Bra*g-rope (-rJ*p). A rope by which any- 
thing is dragged; spec, that used ini dragging a 
piece of ordnance. 

176® Entice London IV. 345 Harness for horses, besides 
mens harness, drag-ropes, &c. 1893; Forbes-Mitchell 

Memin. Gt. Mutiny 46 The sailors manned the drag-ropes 
of the heavy guns. 

attrib. 1853 Stqcqueler Milit. Encycl, Drag-rope Men, 
.. the men attached to light or heavy pieces of ordnance, 
for the purpose of expediting movements in action. 
Bragsmaa (drse*gzmaen). 

1. The driver of a drag or coach. 

1812 Sporting Mag. XXXIX. 284 He slanged the drags- 
man. .which means that he sneaked away from the coach, 
without even apologizing for his want of means of paying. 
2840 Thackeray Shabby Genteel Story i, He had .. a nod 
for the shooter or guard, and a bow for the dragsman. 1885 
Hew Bk. Sports 166 Men do not drive nowadays with the 
skill which used to characterize the gentleman dragsman. 

2. Rogues' cant. A robber of vehicles, a dragger. 

1812 J. H. VaUX Flash Diet., Dragsman, a thief who 

follows the game of dragging. *8$t Mayhew Lond. Labour 
(1862) II. 332 ‘ Dragsmen he. those persons' who steal 
good* or luggage from carts and coaches. 

3. One employed to drag a river-bed, etc. 

3896 Daily Hews 15 Apr. 6/5 When every inch of the dark 
river bed v has been raked, .the dragsmen.. move round on 
to the towing path and begin again. 

, Bra*g- staff (-staf). A trailing pole hinged to 
the rear of a vehicle to check its backward move- 
ment when it stops in a steep ascent. 

ijGq Dc Foe's Tour Gt.Brit. II. 290 The Coach wanting 
a iDragstaff, k ran hade, in spite of all the Coachman’s 
Skill. 1794 W., Felton Carriages (1801) II. Gloss. 6. 1806 
Miss Mitford in L'Estrauge Life (1870) I. 53 The horses 
ran back on a very steep hill, and nothing but the drag- 
staff could have saved our lives. 

Drahen., Draht, obs. forms of Draw v.. 
Draught. 

, Braidouif, var. of Dreadour, Obs. 

Drai£(f, obs. Sc. f. drove, pa. t of Drive v. 
Draigle, Sc. form of Draggle. 

‘ 3)r&iht(e: see Dretch vf 
Draik, Sc. var. of Drake; obs. f. Brawk. 
t Brail, v. Obs. Alsodrayl(e. [app. an altered 
form of Trail., influenced by draw, drag ; draggle .] 

1. trans. To drag or trail along. 

1598 T. Bastard Ckrestoleros (1880) 21 First would 
I sterue myselfe . . Or these rude chefs should drayle me 
through their tayles. cx&fz Twyne in Wood Life (Oxf. 
-Hist. Soc.) I. 82 The pike men drayled their pikes on the 
ground. 1664 H, More Antid. Idolatry To Rdr., He 
returned, .drailing his sheephook behinde him. 

2, intr. To trail, draggle, move laggingly. 

1598 Grenewey Tacitus ’ Atm., Germanic i. 250 Neither 
.goingr too hastily before the horsemen, nor draifing after. 
a lyio SoUTtt Serm. (1737I VI. xSL Unless we have also 

a continual care to keep It from drailing, in the dirt. 

Brail sb. [f. prec. vb.] 

1. A fish-hook and line weighted with lead to 
enable it to be dragged at a depth in the water ; 
also* the weighted hook, and the weight, which is 
a conical piece of lead placed round the shank of 
the hook. (Zf.S.) 

1634 W. Wood Hew Bng. Pros/. (1865) 38 These Macrills 
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are taken with drails, which is a long small line, with a lead 
and hooke at the end of it. X883 fisheries Exhib. Catal. 
195 Jigs and drails for the capture of cod, weakfish, Spanish 
mackerel, bass, bluefish, and dolphin. 1894 Youth’s Com- 
panion (U. S.) 22 Nov. 562/4 To whirl the lines ... armed 
with weighted hooks called * drails 

1 2. A long, trailing head-dress. Obs. rare. 

1647 Ward Simp. Cobler 26 It is no marvel! they weare 
drailes on the hinder part of their heads. 

3. Part of a plough : see quot. local. 

1794 T. Davis Agric. Wilts in ArclmoL Rev. Mar. (1888), 
Brail , , the iron bow of a plough from which the. traces 
draw, and which has teeth to set the furrow wider or 
narrower. 1834 Brit. Hush. I. 161 The drail, by which 
they are now commonly attached, being at a. 

Brain (dr^n), v . Also 6-7 drean(e, drayne, 
drane, 7-8 drein, dreyn, (dreign). [OE. driah- 
nian (drfhnian, drfhnigean ) , prob. for *dreagnian, 
f. root driag- GTeut. *draug- dry. 

It is remarkable that, after the OE. period, no example of 
this word is known to occur for 500 years, till the 16th c. 
(Richardson’s quot. of dreine from Lydgate, erroneously 
referred here, belongs to derehte , Deraign.) The historical 
spelling is drean , pronounced in some dialects (dr<?n), in 
others (dr/n). Drein , dreign , drain , drone , are non- 
etymological representations of (dr<?n), on the analogy of 
rein, reign, rain , crane : cf. Jean, Jane.} 

I. 1 1. trans. To strain (liquid) through any 
porous medium. Obs. 

c 1000 Ags. Gosp. Matt, xxiii. 24 Ge drehni^eaS [v.r. 
drehniaS; Hatton G. drenieS] bone gnsett aweg. c xooarSax. 
Leechd. ILL 72 Wyll swiSeweli on buteran; dreabna ut)jurh 
wyllene cla< 5 . c xgoo Spir. Remedies in Halliw. Hugos Poet, 
67 Drayne it and dringke it with confescione. 1615 Latham 
Falconry (1633) 95 Drean away what is left of the vineger. 
1626 Bacon Sylva § 2 Salt-water drayned through twenty 
vessels. 1667 Milton P. L. iii. 605 Old Proteus from the 
Sea, Draind through a Limbeck to nis Native forme. 

2. To draw off or away (a liquid) gradually, or 
in small quantities, by means of a conduit or the 
like ; to carry off or away by means of a drain. 

1538 Lkland I tin. I. 99 A Causey of Stone with divers 
Bridges over it to dreane the low Medow Waters . . into Aire 
Ryver. 1594 Shaks. Rich. Ill, iv. iv. 276 A hand-ker- 
cheefe . . did dreyn e The purple sappe from her sweet 
Brothers body. 1639 Fuller Holy War (1640) 2 The 
streams of milk and hony . . are now drained drie. 1671 tr. 
Frefust Voy. Mauritania. 39. It is impossible to passe it, 
unttll the waters . . are all dreined away. 1726 Adv. Capt. 
R, Boyle 28 A Puddle of Water, which I gave Directions to 
be drain’d. 1838 T. Thomson Chem. Org. Bodies 621 
Small trenches are cut through the field to drain off the 
rain. 1879 Harlan Eyesight ii. 29 The ordinary flow of 
tears is thus drained into the nostril. 

f b. To let fall in drops strained out. Obs. rare. 

1593 Shaks. 2 Hen. VI, m. ii. 142 To draine Upon his 
face an Ocean of salt teares. 

3. trans/. and fig. To carry off, withdraw, take 
away as by a drain. 

1625-8 tr, Camden's Hist. Eliz. an. 1596 (R.), He.. per- 
mitted those of Rome to exhaust and drain the wealth of 
England, 1673 Milton True Retig. Wks. (1851) 412 The 
Pope, .was wont to dreign away greatest part of the wealth 
of this. .Land. 1818 Jas. Mill Brit. India II. v. iv. 433 To 
expend as much as it could possibly drain from its subjects. 

4. To drink (a liquid) off or to the last drops. 

1602 Shaks. Ham. 1. iv. 10 He dreines his draughts of 

Renish downe. a 1700 Dryden Ovid’s Met. xv. (R.j, Who 
. .the sweet essence of araomum drains. 1823 Byron Island 
1. vr, [They] d;-mn’d the draught with an applauding cheer. 
1850 Kingsley Alt. Locke i, He drained the remaining drops 
of the three-penny worth of cream. 

5. intr. Of liquid: To percolate or trickle 
through ; to flow gradually off or away. 

1587 Golding De Mornay xiv. 207 Let the bloud dreyne 
out r the mouing wax weake, the sences faile. 1628 Digby 
Voy. Medit. (1868) So They . . fill with fresh water ; but 
I belieue it dreaneth thither from the higher land. 1673 
Ray Willughby’s Joum. Spain 478 The juice d reins down 
through the course sugar at the bottom. 3725 Bradley 
Fam. Diet. s.v. Malt, Let the Water drein well and equally 
from the Corn. 1878 Huxley Physiogr. 3 The vast volume 
of water sent down from above drains away seawards. 

II. 6 . trans. To withdraw the water or moisture 
from (anything) gradually by straining, suction, 
formation of conduits, etc. ; to leave (anything) dry 
by withdrawal of moisture. 

1577 tr. BullingeYs Decades (1592) 88 Bodies dreined Jrom 
the dregges of all corruption. 1605 Shaks. Macb. 1. iii. 18 
lie dreyne him drie as Hay. 1655 Mrq. Worcester 
Cent. Inv. § 100 Drein all sorts of Mines, and furnish Cities 
with water, a 3687 Petty Pol Aritk. (1690) 66 Dutch 
Engineers may drain its Bogs. 1870 Lubbock Orig. Civiliz. 
vii. (1875) 3x5 In the valleys drained by the Sacramento and 
the San Joaquin. 1890 Abney Photography (ed. 6) 128 The 
emulsion may be drained . . by placing it on a hair sieve. 
1896 Law Times C, 488/r A, pipe or sewer which also 
drained another house; 

7. To empty by drinking ; to drink dry, 

1697 Dryden Virg. Past. 11. 53 Two Kids .. drein two 
haggling Udders every day. 1714 Pope Wife of Bath 214, 
I drain’d the spicy nut-brown howl. 1820 Keats Lamia 1. 
209 Where God Bacchus drains his cups divine. 1855 
Dickens Dorrit 1. xxiii, They had drained the cup of life to 
the dregs, ( . 

8 . trans/ 1 and Jig. To deprive (a person or thing) 
of possessions, properties, resources, strength, etc., 
by their gradual withdrawal ; to exhaust. 

1660 F. Brooke tr. Le Blanc’s Trav. 203 How the King of 
Fez had drained their Countrey. 1673 Dryden Metrr. J la 
Mode iii. i, You have . . drained all the French plays mod 
romances. *762-71 H,< Walpole Vert ice’s Anecd. Paint. 
(3786) I. 243. These expences . . drained him so much, that 


he again quitted Rome. 1784 Cowper Task m. 784 
Drained to the last poor item of his wealth, He sighs. 1844 
Emerson Led. Yng. Amer. Wks. (Bohn) II. 295 The cities 
drain the country of the best part of its population. *874 
Green Short Hist. iv. § 4. 189 The treasury . . was drained 
by his Norman wars. 

9. intr. To become rid of moisture by its gradual 
percolation or flowing away. 

1664 Evelyn Kal Hort. (1729) 217 Having laid them 
[pots] side-long to drain. 1796 Mrs. Classic Cookery xviii. 
288 Lay them on a coarse cloth to drain. 1864 jrnl. R. 
Agric Soc. XXV. 1. 43 This land won’t drain. *892 W. K. 
Burton Mod. Pkotogr. (ed. 10) 142 The prints, as they are 
taken from the washing water, are allowed to drain. 

Hence Drained (dr^nd), ppl. a. 

1611 Cotgr., Esconle, drained. *655 in Hartlib Legacy 
270 Trees .. planted in the drained Fens . . by Dutchmen. 
1725 Pope Odyss. xviii. 180 He . . the drain’d goblet to the 
chief restores. *853 Tennyson Maud 1. i. 20 A scheme that 
had left us flaccid and drain’d, a 1881 Rossetti Spring, 
Where the drained flood lands flaunt their marigold. * 
Brain (dr^n j, sb. Forms: see prec. [f. Drains] 

1. A channel by which liquid is drained or 
gradually carried off ; esp. an artificial conduit or 
channel for carrying off water, sewage, etc. 

In the Fen districts, including wide canal-like navigable 
channels. (See Penny Cycl. s. v. Bedford Level) Else- 
where, applied chiefly to covered sewage drains or field 
drains. 

1552 Huloet, Drayne, sulcus. 2577-87 Holinshed Descr. 
Brit . xv. (R.), Here also it receiueth the Boston dreane, 
Longtoft dreane, Deeping dreane, and thence goeth by 
Wickham into the sea. 1580 Hollyband Treas. Fr. Tong, 
Vn Rayon . . a drane to drawe the water out of a field. *66z 
Pepys Diary 25 Sept., A stop at Charing Crosse, by reason 
of digging of a drayne there to clear tile streets. 1696 
Phil. Trans. XIX.. 344 Through these Fens run great Cuts 
or Dreyns, in which are a great many Fish. 1739 tr. La 
PI ache’s Hature Display’d III. 9 Gentlemen convert their 
Marshes into good fruitful Meadows by contriving large 
Fosses and Drains to carry off the Water. 1 860-1 Flo. 
Nightingale Nursing ii. 23 Another great evil in house 
construction is carrying drains underneath the house. *882 
Daily Tel. 28 Oct. 2/4 Several drains . . will be fishable to- 
morrow. 1895 Westm. Gaz. 13 Dec. 2/3 You are sometimes 
asked in Yorkshire to go for a picnic on the drain .. you 
discover that ‘ drain ’ is merely the local name for canal. 
fig. 1683 Burnet tr. More’s l/topia( 1684) 165 Such a leud 
and vicious sort of People, that seem to have run together, 
as to the Drain of Humane Nature, 
t b. A teat. Obs. rare. 

1587 Mascall Govt. Cattle (1627) 260 Euery pigge will 
but smeke his drene or teate. 

C. Applied to a natural water-course which 
drains a tract of country. 

1700 Dryden Fables, Meleager <$• A tal. 93 A valley stood 
below: the common drain Of Waters From above, and 
falling rain. 1770 G. Washington Writ. (1889) II. 311 
The little runs and drains, that come through the hills. 
1876 V. L. Cameron Across Africa (1885) 511 The main 
drain of the country is the Wale nullah. 

d. Surgery. A tubular instrument used to draw 
off the discharge from a wound or abscess. 

1834 Good's Study Med. (ed. 4) II. 106 When the case is 
chronic setons or some other protracted drain should never 
be neglected. 2880 MacCormac A utiseft. Surg. 18 There 
was immediate union of the flaps of the wounds save where 
the drains emerged. 

2. The act of draining or drawing off, drainage ; 
now only fig. constant or gradual outlet, with- 
drawal, or expenditure. • 

2721 Perry Daggenh. Breach 10 Sluices or Tranks, .made 
for the drein of the Levels. 1732 Swift Prof os.. Paying 
Nation. Dcbis'Wkz. 1761 III. 2x3 Remittances to pay ab- 
sentees . . and many other drains of money. ^ 2796 Morse 
Amer . Geog. il. 392 Owing.. to the great drains of people 
sent to America. 1829 T. Moore Mem. (1854) VI. 65 A sad 
drain upon my time. 1844-57 G ; Bird Urin. Deposits (cd. 5) 
308 The excess of phosphates indicates the ‘drain’ on the 
nervous energies. 1849 Macaulay // ist. Eng. 1 . 307 Which 
caused no drain, on the revenue of the state. 

3. That which is drained or drawn off; a small 
remaining quantity of liquid, b. slang. A drink. 

1836-9 Dickens Sk. Boz, Ginshops (D.), Two old men who 
came in * just to have a drain *852 -— Bleak H 0 . xix, He 
stood drains round. *868 C H. Ross Bk. Cats, A . .jug. . 
with a drain of milk in the bottom of it. • ^ 

4. pi. Dregs from which liquid has been drained, 
b. dial. Brewers* grains from the mash-tub. 

1820 Keats To Nightingale 3, 1 had . . emptied^ some dull 
opiate to the drains, a 1825 Forby Voc. E, Anglia, Drams, 
grains from the mash-tub, through which the wort has been 
drained off. „ , ■ ■ ■ ■ ' ^ , ! ''' v ; ^ , 

5. attrib. and Comb., as drain-digger, -pipe, •tax, 
-tile, etc. ; drain-cock, a cock for draining the water 
out of a boiler, etc.. drain-exhauster, a machine 
for pumping up the water from deep drains ; drain- 
grenade: see Gbenade ; drain-plough, a plough 
for cutting field-drains,, a draining plough ; drain- 
trap, a trap on a drain to prevent the escape of 
sewer-gas ; drain-well : . see qnot. ' ^ _ ' : __ . _ ' 

*895 Parkes Health 95 The escape of *drain air into the 
house. 1894 Daily Hews 23 Jan. 6/5 The *dram cocks blew 
out and' the boilers emptied themselves into the vessel s 
bilges. *89* S‘, C. Scrivener Our Fields \ Cities 07 
The steam-driven pump — quite a different affair from tne 
Fen *drain-exhauster. 1857 Chambers’ Inforrnat. I. 494 A 
The substitution of water-closets and •’‘drain-pipes for privies 
and cess-pools. *884 Harper’s Mag. No-v. 921/2 I he 
rage for painting on drain-pipe. 1853 J. C ; Morton 
Cycl. Agric. I. 706 The *drain plough was first introduced 
into Scotland by Mr. McEwan. *7*0 Lend. Gaz. bla 
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DRAM. 


5869 (3 AM Estate l^ing in Deeping Level . . subject to 
Taxes. ■ 1858 Simmonds Diet . Trade y * Drain-traps, 
contrivances for preventing the escape of foul air front 
drains. 1874 Knight Diet. Meek** * Dram-well* a pit sunk 
through an impervious stratum of earth to reach a pervious 
stratum and form a means of drainage for surface water. 

Drain s obs. pa. pple. of Draw v. 

Brai'aiaTble, a. Capable of being drained. 
kSii Cotgr., Escoulable, drainable. 1649 Blithe Eng. 
Imprm. lmpr.{ 1653)48 Some great Bog or Quagmire lying 
so flat as is not Draynable. 

. Drainage (dr^'nedg). [f. Drain v. + -age.] 

1. The action or work of draining. 

1632 in Stonehouse Axholme (1839) 91 The works within 
the dicage and draynage of the Level! of Hatfield Chase. 
1834 [see 3]. x86i Smiles Engineers II. 152 Drainage by 
the old method of windmills, imported from Holland. 1883 
Syd. Sac. Lex.* Drainage \ surgical* the use of a Drainage 
tube, or of strands of horse-hair, silk, or other material ... in 
a wound or suppurating Cavity for the purpose of removing 
the fluid's therein contained. ; 

Jig. 1850 W. Irving Goldsmith xvi. 189 This constant 
drainage of the purse. 1882-3 Schaff Encycl. Relig. Knowl. 
II. 905/2 That drainage by Rome of the very heart-blood 
of his fatherland. 

2. A system of drains, artificial or natural 

1878 Huxley Physiogr. 19 Such aline divides the western 
drainage of the country from its eastern drainage. 

b. Porous matter, broken fragments, etc , used 
to drain a flower-pot. (Cf. Draining 3 ) 

1892 Garden. 27 Aug. iqr Pots, .filled about three parts 
of their depth with clean drainage. 

3 . That which is drained off by a system of 
drains ; sewage. 

1834 in Penny Cycl. XXL 314/2 Their ideas of. .drainage 
never extended to more than taking away the surface 
drainage. 1857 Chambers' Reformat. for People 1. 405 The 
drainage, .rises through a false perforated bottom covered 
with peat-charcoal, i860 Maury Phys. Geog. Sea § 555 
Lake Titicaca . . receives the drainage of the great inland, 
basin of the Andes. 

4 . attrib. and Comb.* as drainage-area , - district , 
shaft* -system, -tent; drainage-soaked adj.; drain- 
age-anchor, -tube: see quots. 1883. 

1799 G. Smith Laboratory I. 69 Pumps . . for carrying off 
die drainage water. 1847 Act 10 n Viet. c. 34 & 23 
Separate drainage districts. 1869 R. B. Smyth. Gold-f. 
Victoria 610 The main shaft in which the pumps.. are fixed 
. . is sometimes called the water shaft, and the drainage 
shaft. 1873 J. Gf.ik.ie Gt. Ice Age (1894) 549 The drainage- 
area of Maggiore, Lugano, and Como. x88i Moore & 
Masters lipit. Gat'd. 143 Keeping the.. soil from mixing 
with the. drainage crocks. 1883 Syd. Sec. Lex., Drainage 
anchor . . an india-rubber filament with laterally projecting 
arms . . introduced within, a cannula into the cavity of an 
abscess. Ibid., Drainage tube, a small . . India, rubber or 
coiled wire or other tube, with lateral perforations . . passed 
through a cannula into the ... cavity to be drained. z8gi 
R. Kipling City Dreadf. Wt. 6 The damp, drainage-soaked 
soil’ is sick with the teeming life of a hundred years. 

Drainer ((drf l *noi ). [f. as prec. + -er 1 .] 

1 . One who drains ; esp. one whose business is to 
construct field-drains. 

x6n Cotgr., Espuiseitr. a drayner ; exhauster, emptier of 
moisture, a 1601 Fuller Worthies, Bedfordsh. 115 The 
Drayners of the fenns have, .secured the Cbunty against his 
power for the future. 1667 Duchess Newcastle Life DA r, 
of N. rv. (1886) 224 It is a part of prudence in a common- 
wealth or kingdom to encourage drainers. 1717 S. Sewall 
Diary: 23 Aug. (1882) III. 136 Gave the workmen 2 
Dreaners 6d. 1837 Howrrr Rur. Life vi. xv. • 1S62) 576 As 
the drainer cats bis drain in the greensward of the meadows. 
x868 Browning R ing § Bk. ix. 1277 This drainer to the 
dregs 0’ the draught of conversation. 
fig. 1637 Wotton in Relig. Wotton. ( 1672)105, I must 
note the Pope's Legats and Dreyners. 1824 Byron Juan 
xv. iv, The drainer of oblivion, even the sot. 

2 . That which drains ; a drain ; a vessel in which 
moist substances are put to drain. 

1598' Florio, Gocciolatoio, a gutter or drainer in a house. 
1662 Sir W. Dug dale Hist. Embank. Drain. (1772) 164 
An old gote and drainer called Sy mend's gote. 1696 
Edwards Demonsir. Exist. God 11. 99 The gall-bladder Ira 
the hollow part of the liver, is the dreiraer for choler. 1730 
A* Gordon Majfei s Ampkith. 3.19 He makes his Theatre 
to have had Drainers for Water, and a Roof. 1846 J. 
Baxter Libr. Bract. Agric. fed. 4) I. 208 While the curd 
is pressing in the drainer, it ought to be set before a good 
fire. ' xS8o .Lomas Alkali Trade 2291 The; white salt' in the: 
drainer may be washed with water. 

Drai ning, v&l. sb. [f. Dratn v. + -ing i.] 

X. The action of the verb Drain in various 
senses.;, 'drainage. 

1565-73 Cooper Thesaurus , Deriuatio . . a turning : a 
drayning. ; 1599 Mbnsheu 5 /. Did Esgtiaze, the draining 
or drawing of water from a boggie or marrish ground. 
1677 Hale Prim. Orig. Man. n. ix. 209 The drayning of the 
great Level in Northampton shire. 1753 N. Torriano Gangr. 
Sore Throat 90: The Inside of the Nose remained perfectly 
clear, and free, nor wag: there' any" running or draining from 
thence. ■ 1834 Penny Cycl. I. 225/1 The- subsoil is. .not wet 
for want oLopllet jor draining. 1849' Cobden Speeches 73 
This inordinate draining upon the prosperity of the country. 

2 . That which is drained off ; * Drainage 3. 

X834 Penny Cycl. I. 228/1 Liquid manure, .drainings of 
dunghills. 

3 . Something used to drain a flower-pot, etc. 

1852 Beck's Florist 224 Plant them singly in a 6o-size 

pot. .with plenty of drainings in the bottom. 

4 . attrib. and Comb., as draining-auger, -brick, 
- engine , - machine , -plough, -pot, -tile, - well , etc. 

16x9 Drayner Conf. (1647} Aij b, A great gufd in this 
drayning businesse. 1712 J. James tr. Le Blond's Gardening 


41 Draining Wells; should he made, at Convenient-Distances, 
1805 R. W. Dickson Bract. Agric. (1807) L 415 Another 
form of draining-brick for forming larger sorts of drains. 
2837 Penny Cycl. IX. 122/1 A draining plough has been 
invented which, .greatly accelerates the operation of farming 
drains. 2874 Knight Diet. Meek., Draining-anger,, a 
horizontal auger occasionally used for boring through ahasnk 
to form a channel for water. Ibid., Draining-machine, a. 
form of filter or machine for expediting the separation 0/ a 
liquid from the magma or mass of more solid matter which 
It saturates. Ibid., Draining-pot ( Sugar-manufacture ), an 
inverted conical vessel in which wet sugar is placed to drain. 

Dr armless, [f. Drain sb. or v. + -less.] 

That cannot be drained or exhausted ; inexhaust- 
ible, exhaustless. 

1817 Keats Sleep <$* Poetry* A drainless shower Of light 
is poesy. x8i8 Shelley Rev. Islam v. Iii, Sad tears turning 
To mutual smiles, a drain less treasure. 

Braisin© (dr£ 4 zl*n). Also draisene, erron. 
draisnene. [a. F. draisine, draisienne, Ger. 
draisine, f. name of the inventor, Baron Drais of 
Saver brun near Mannheim.] The earliest form 
of bicycle ; ~ Dandy-horse. 

1818 L'pool Mercury 24 Apr., Experiments with Drais- 
iennes (a species of carriage moved by machinery without 
horses). 1879 Lit. World (O.S.) 30 Aug, 275/3 0110 of its [the 
velocipede's] rudimentary forms was ‘ the draisine a cumber- 
some machine invented by Baron Von Drais, of Mannheim 
on the Rhine . . The improved draisine soon reached 
America. x88 4 Longm. Mag. Mar. 485 The dandy-horse, 
hobby or draisnene, was a two-wheeled vehicle- 

Drait, obs. pa. t. of Brits. 

Brake 1 (dr^k). Forms i draca, (f drack\ 3- 
drake. [OE. draca:— Com. WGer. * drake, a. L. 
draco dragon: cf. MDu., MLG., OFris. drake, 
mod. Du. draak, GHG. trakho, MHG. troche , Ger. 
drache) also ON. dreki (Sw. drake. Da. dr aged] 
(See also Fire-drake.) 

I. —Dragon 2. Also a representation of this 
used as a battle-standard. Obs. or arch. 

Beowulf (Th.) 5371 pa wass .. frecne fyr-draca, fteh< 5 a 
Tjemyndi*. a xooo Martyr ol. (E. E, T. S.) 90 Of fjmre com 
gan mice! draca and abat {? one briddan dad bses hseonan 
folces. c 1200 Ormin 1842 Forr £>att he shollde fihhtenn 
Onn3«n an drake. C1205 Lay. 15062 f>as tweie draken 
[c 1275 drakes], /bid. 27244 pa lette he sette up pene drake, 
heremairken unimake. 13.. K.Alis. 554 Then lady gede 
to theo drake. 0x460 Taioneley Myst. (Surtees) 259 If it 
were the human d drake Of me styfly he gatt a strake. 
1570 Levins Manip. 12/14 Drake, dragon, draco. 1597 
Constable Poems (1859) 53 The P»yde ofheauen became 
the drake of hell. [1892 Stopf. Brooke E. Eng. Lit. iii. 
71 Three hundred years before Beowulf met the drake.J 
fb. A serpent; = Dragon i. Obs. 

ci 000 Panther 16 (Bosw.) Is Sost deor pandher, se 
is set-hwam freond, butan dracan anum. c 1000 Ags. Ps. 
xc[i]. 13 (Th.) pu ofer aspide miht ea 3 e gangan . . and leon 
and dracan liste gebygean. 

f c. A monster of the waters ; = Dragon 3. Obs. 

c xooo Ags. Ps. lxxiii[i], 13 Swj'Iee ^ebraece past dracan 
heafod deope waiter e. Ibid. cxlviiL 7 Herigen dracan 
swylce Drihten. 

*tr 2 . A fiery meteor : see Fire-drake 2. Obs. 

c 1205 Lay. 25594 pa com per westene winden raid pan 
weolcen a bermnge drake. 1393 Gower Conf. III. 96 Lo 
where the firie drake_ alofte Fleeth up in thaier. 16x0 
Guilum Heraldry in, iii. (1660) 116 FearfuII. .fiery Drakes, 
and Blazing bearded-light, Which frights the World. 

T 3 * Name of a species of ordnance; a small 
sort of cannon. Obs. exc. Hist. 

1625 J. Glanvill. Voy. to Cadiz (.1883) 75 Wee discharged 
upon them some of our Drakes or field peices leaden with 
small shott- 1627 Taking of Si. Esprit in Harl. Misc. 
(Malh.) III. 550 Two drakes upon the half deck, being 
brass, of sacker bore. 1691 Luttreel Brief Re l. (1857) 
II. 170 Mr. Bellingham having lately invented' a sort of 
gun, called a drake, to serve in nature of feild peices, 
and may he carried behind a man on horseback. 1755 
Carte Hist. Eng. IV. 266. Two ships had .. landed at 
Leith, six culverins and nine drakes, 1894 Wolseley 
Marlborough II. 157 Ten demiculverins, twelve drakes, 
two three-pounders, and some mortars. 

4 . An angler’s name for species of Ephemera : 
the green, drake is the common day-fly {E. vuU 
gata). (See also drake-fly in Drake 2 .) 

1658 R. Franck Worth. Mem. (iSar) 66 It was only with 
draeks that I killed these trouts. 1676 Cotton Waited s 
Angler v iii, The drake . .is to be found in flags and grass 
too, and indeed everywhere, high and low, near the river. 
1799 G. Smith Laboratory II. 282 The drake or true cad- 
dy, called by many the May-fiy, from the month in which 
it is in season. 1884 G. F. Braithwaitr Salmomdse of 
Westmorland vi. 26 The most beautiful 1 species of our 
ephemera,, the green and grey drakes. 

5 . A beaked galley, or ship of war of the Vikings. 
(Cf. ON. dreki.) 

1862 H. Markyat Year in Sweden I. 199 note, Those in 
which the vikings were buried in their drake. Ibid. 438 
A viking was discovered at Hatuna, interred in his drake. 

6 . attrib. and C omb., as drake-head ; drake-shot 
from sense 3. 

C1205 Lay. 18231 Pendragun an Brutisc Draken held 
[C1275 Drakedteued] an Englisc. a 1225 Ancr. R. 246 
pu hauest forschalded , . pe drake beau ed. 1755 Mem. Copt. 
P, Drake II. hi. 77 A. Drake Shot, otherwise a Four 
Pounder. 

Drake 2 (dr^k). In 5 drak, 6 Se. draik, (7 
draig). [ME., first found in 13th c., corresponding 
to northern and central Ger. dial, draak, drake, 
drache (same sense) ; this is app., the second element 
in OHG. antrahko, antrehho , MHG. antreche, 


Ger. enterich, 1599- endtrich , Ger. dial. endedracJi^ 
antrek, antrecht, entruck, Sw. (from LG.) and- 
drake, the first element usually explained as eend, 
end, mie, and, ant, auut ( duck though the OHG. 
forms offer difficulties. The compound form is 
not known in English. 

If *drako, *drakko, *drekko was originally the W.Ger. 
name of the male of the duck, the word for ‘duck' may 
have been prefixed to distinguish it from the similar forms 
of Drake 1 -. (The notion that ME. drake was shortened 
from an OE. *audrake has no basis of fact, and the con- 
jecture that the word contains the suffix -ric, -rich, * chief, 
mighty, ruler*, is absurd.)] 

1 . The male of the duck, and of birds of the 
duck kind. 

c 1300 Haz’dok 1241 Ne gos tie henne Ne the hende, n« 
the drake, c 1385 Chaucer L. G. W. 2450 Phyllis, With- 
oute lore as can a drake swerrie. c 1450 Holland Hozulat 
210 With grene almouss on hed, schir Gawane the^ Drak. 
1500-20 Dunbar Poems lx iii. 46 Huntaris of draik and 
duik. 1639 Sir R. Gordon Hist. Earldom Sutherland 3 
Ther is. .duke, draig, widgeon, teale. .and all other kinds 
of wildfowl. 1871 Darwin Desc. Man (x888) 393 The 
common drake. .after the breeding-season is well known to 
lose his male plumage for a period of three months. 

2 . attrib. and Comb., as drake-neck, f -nosed, 
adjs. ; f drake-fly, an artificial fly dressed with 
breast feathers of a drake ; drake-stone, a flat 
stone thrown along the surface of water so as 
alternately to graze it and rebound in its course. 

ax 450 Fysskynge w. Angle (1883) 35 The drake flye, the 
body of bkteke wull. .wynges of the mayle of the blacke 
drake. 1575 Appiusg Virg. in HazL Dodsley IV. X51 That 
drousy drakenosed drivel. 1828 De Quincey in Blaclrw. 
Mag. XXIV. 907 It .. reappears at a remote part of the 
sentence, like what is called a drake-stone on the surface of 
a river. 1847-8 — Protestantism Wks. VIII. 130 The 
boyish sport sometimes called ‘drake-stone’; a flattish 
stone is thrown by a little dexterity so as to graze the sur- 
face of a river. 1884 Lit. World tU.S.) 481/3 Bound 
in drake-neck blue vellum cloth, 1889 Daily News 5 Jan. 
5 There are few handsomer sea-fowl than the drake eider. 

Drake, obs. form of Drawk sb. 

Dram (droern),^.! Also 5 drame, 5-7 dramme. 
[phonetic spelling of earlier Drachm, dragm, 
also in OF. drame. See also Drachma, Dirhem.} 

•fX = Drachm i, the ancient Greek coin. Obs. 

cx 440 Hylton Scala Perf. tW.de W. 1494) 1. xlviii, What 
woman . . that hath lost a drame. 1526 Pilgr. Perf. (W. de 
W. 1531) 242 A certayne coyne . .called a dramme. 

2 . A weight, orig. the ancient Greek Drachma ; 
hence, in Apothecaries’ weight, a weight of 60 
grains * | of an ounce ; in Avoirdupois weight, of 
27^ grains of an ounce ; »= Drachm 2.. Also 
the Arabic Dirhem, used from Morocco to Persia 
and Abyssinia. 

c x44oPremp. Parv. 1 30/2 Drame, wyghte, drama,dragma. 
1553 Eden Decades 12 Stones of gold weighing .x. or .xii. 
drammes. x6ox Shaks. All's l Veil iL iiu 233. Yes good 1 
faith,, eu'ry dramme of it, and I will not bate thee a scruple.. 
174X Compl. Fam. Piece 1. 1 . 27 A Dram of Saffron, tied i® 
a Rag. 1892 W. K. Burton Mod. Photagr. (ed. 10) xy 
F our ounces of sulphide of soda . . one dram of citi-ic acid. 

8. a. A fluid dram ( = | fluid ounce) of medicine, 
etc. ; hence b. A small draught of cordial, stimu- 
lant, or spirituous liquor. Alsojfty. 

c 1590 Play of Sir Thomas More (Shaks. Soc .) 93 Thou 
shall see me take a dramme . . Shall cure the stone. 1592 
Shaks. Rom. Jul. v. i. 60 Let me haue A dram of 
poyson. 1611 Wint. T. t. ii. 320. 1642 Rogers Naa- 

man 38 Surely . . hee must put more drammes and drugges 
to the Physicke. 168a Bunyan Holy War (Cassell) 208, 
I have a cordial of Mr. Forget-Good's making,, the which, 
sir, if you will take a dram of . . it may make you 
bonny and blithe. 17x3 Swift Frenzy of J. Denny Wks* 
1755 III. 1. 143 The dram, sir? Mr, Iintof drank up all. the 
gin just now. 1749 Fielding Tom Jams xv. iv. You cer- 
tainly wan t a cordial. I must send to Lady Edgely for o-ne 
of her best drams. 1752 Scats Mag. July (1753) 338/2 They 
went in, and drunk some drams. >768-74 Tucker Lt. 
Wat. (1852) II. 145 .Unless.. you. keep op their spirits con- 
tinually with a. dram of the.' same, [variety], 1807 Aim. 
Reg. 80 They were like a dram given to the country which 
for the moment might increase its power, but which would 
be followed by greater languor and debility. >877 Black 
Green Past, xxxi, She to her spinning-wheel and he to his, 
long clay and his dram. 

4 . Jig. (of 2 and 3.) = Drachm 3. 

1566' Drant Horace, Sat. iii.. B iij, No dram he had of 
constancy. 1646 P. Bulkeley Gospel Cord. 1. 77 Wrath, 
without any dram of mercy to allay the bitternesse of the 
cup. 1709 Hearne Collect, ti Mar., Having not one dram 
of Learning. 

5 . Canada and U.S. A collection of ‘ cribs 5 , 
forming a section of a raft of staves: see quot. 
1892 and cf. Crtb sb. 14. (Perh. a distinct word. ) 

1878 Encycl. Brit IV. 774/2 (Canada) The cribs floated 
from the far inland timber limits are collected into what are 
called drams . . and so many drams form a raft. 1892 Eng. 
Illustr. Mag . Sept. 885 A raft is made into sections, or 
‘drams.’, each .. about 200 feet long and fifty feet wide. 
About ten ‘ drams* make a raft. 

6. attrib . and Comb, (in sense 3) dram- bottle, -cup, 
-dish, -glass, - house r -pot, -shop, (in sense 2) dram- 
dose, -'weight) dram-drinker, one addicted' to drink- 
ing drams, a tippler ; dram-drinking, tippling. 

1674 Lond. Gaz. No. 851/4 Two Silver Beakers, and two 
Silver *Dram Cups. >762 Gcildsm. Cit. W. cit, By flourish- 
ing a dice-box in one hand, she generally comes to brandish 
a dram-cup in the other, 172a Loud. Gaz. Not 6079/g Om* 
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small *Dram Dish, *744 Berkeley Siris § 108 Some tough 
*d ram-drinker. 1853 Macaulay Hist. Eng. III. 554 An 
old dram drinker or an old opium eater, 177a Wilmer in 
Phil. Trans . LXIV. 341 Her old custom of ^dram-drinking. 
1716 Addison Drummer m. i, I have a *dram-glass just by. 
175a Scats Mag. Aug. (1753) 393/2 They drank two or three 
drains at a *drara-house, 1691 Songs Costume (Percy Soe.) 
197 And make themselves drunk with their *dram-pots. 
1839 Lincoln, Boston, etc. Gas. 12 Feb. 3/3 A detached 
part of these premises is a *dram-shop. 1611 Florio, 
Dramma, a *Dram-waight. 1633 Rutherford Lett. (1862) 
I, 88 Sell not one dram- weight of God’s truth. 

Dram, sh.% [Short for Drammen .] Timber 
from Drammen in Norway. Also attrib . 

1663 Gerbier Counsel 64 Yellow Fur (called Dram) being 
very good. 1676 Phil. Trans. XI. 721 You must take^ the 
finest streightest grain of your Dram deal. 1858 Skyring's 
Builders’ Prices 62 It is customary to allow four cuts., 
when cut by the load, and two to the Berwick or dram, 
ditto. ■ 

Dram, v . [f. Dram 

1 . intr, To drink drams ; to tipple. 

2725 [see Drammer below]. 1753 H. Walpole Lett. 28 
Aug., Melancholy,. is not strong enough, and he grows to 
dram with horror. 1755 Connoisseur No. 53 ip 5 To dram 
it by authority, and to get tipsy secundum artem. 

2 . trans. To give a dram or drams to ; to ply 
with stimulants. 

2770 Warton Newsman's Verses (D.), Dram your poor 
newsman clad in rags. 1855 Thackeray Newcomcs xxviii. 

( 1868) II. 335 The parents. . are getting ready their daughter 
for sale .. praying her, and imploring her, and dramming 
her, and coaxing her. 

Hence Bra*mmiug vbl. sb. ; also Drammer, 
Drammist. 

1715 Cheyne Philos . Conject. <§• Disc. (L.), Habitual 
drinkers, drammers, and high feeders. 1755 Hales in Phil. 
Trans. XLIX. 332 The most zealous advocates for drams, 
even the unhappy besotted dramists themselves. 1771 
Franklin Autobiog. Wks. 1887 I. 74 Whether they dis- 
cover’d his dramming by his breath, or by his behaviour. 

+ Drain, a. Sc. [Origin uncertain. Cf. Gael. 
trom, heavy, sad, melancholy.] Sad, melancholy. 

1500-20 Dunbar Poems lit. 23, I pray That never dolour 
mak him dram. 1513 Douglas AEneis iv. Prol. 157 Quhat 
hones tie or renoun is to be dram? 1570 Satir. Poems 
Reform . x. 16 Paili of the face..Deid eyit, dram lyke. 

Drama (drirma). Also 6 drama, 7 dramma. 
[a. late L. drama drama, play (Ausonius), a. Gr. 
Spapia deed, action, play, esp. tragedy, n. of action 
from Spa v to do, act, perform. In earliest use in 
form drame as in Fr. (1707 in Hatz.-Darm.).] 

1 . A composition in prose or verse, adapted to 
be acted upon a stage, in which a story is related 
by means of dialogue and action, and is repre- 
sented with accompanying gesture, costume, and 
scenery, as in real life : a play. 

1515 Barclay Eglogesiv. (1570) CvJ/r Such rascoldedrames 
promoted by Thais, Bacchus, Licoris, or yet by Thestalis. 
1616 B. Jonson Epigr. cxii, I cannot for the stage a drama 
lay, Tragic or comic. 1636 Heywood Loves Mistresse Ded., 
Neither are Dramma's of this nature so despicable. 1641 
Milton Ch. Govt . 11. Introd., The Scripture also affords us 
a divine pastoral drama in the Song of Solomon. 1670 
Lassels Voy. Italy 1. (1698) 140 (Stanf.)The several Opera's 
or Musical Dramata are acted and sung. 1795 Mason Ch. 
Mus. i. 24 Their Tragic Dramas . . being usually accom- 
panied by Instruments. 1852 Hall am Lit. Ess ., E. European 
Drama 2 The Orfeo of Politian . . the earliest represented 
drama, not of a religious nature, in a modern language. 

2 . With the : The dramatic branch of literature ; 
the dramatic art. 

1661 Middleton's Mayor ofQueenborougk Pref. Wks. 
(Bullen) II. 3 His drollery yields to none the English 
drama did ever produce. 1711 Addison Sped. No. 13 p 5 
The received Rules of the Drama. 1727 Pope, etc. Art of 
Sinking xvi. Wks. 1757 VI. 219 (Stanf.) The Drama, which 
makes so great and so lucrative a part of Poetry. 1857 
H. Reed Led. Brit. Poets via. 284 The true philosophy of 
the drama as an imaginative imitation of life. 1861 M. 
Pattison Ess. I. 46 The lover of the Elizabethan drama. 

S. A series of actions or course of events having 
a unity like that of a drama, and leading to a final 
catastrophe or consummation. 

a 1714 J. Sharp Serm I. xiii. (R.), It helps to adorn the 
great drama and contrivances of God's providence. 1775 
Mason Gray G.'s Poems 2 That peculiar part which he acted 
in the varied Drama of Society. 1796 Burke Regie. Peace 

i. Wks. VIII. 78 The awful drama of Providence now acting 
on the moral theatre of the world. 1876 E.Mellor Priesth. 

ii. 58 That great drama which was to culminate in the death 
of Christ. 

Dramatic (dramse*tik), a. (sb.) [ad. late L. 
dramatic-us, a. Gr. dpapart/eos pertaining to drama, 
f. dpatia, bpapar- Drama : (cf. F. dramatique).] 

1 . Of, pertaining to, or connected with the, or 
a, drama ; dealing with or employing the forms of 
the drama. 

1589 Puttenkam Eng. Poesie 1. XV. (Arb) 49 Foure 
sundry formes of Poesie Drammatick. .to wit, the Satyre, 
olde Comedie, new Comedie, and Tragedie. cx68o J. 
Aubrey in Shake. C. Praise 383 He began early to make 
essayes at Dramatique Poetry. 1791 Burke Corr. (1844) 
III. 196, I have never written any dramatic piece whatso- 
ever. 1824 W. Irving T. Trav. 1 . 280 The dramatic corps. 
1885 Mabel Collins Prettiest Woman viii, She played 
the part of the dramatic critic. 

2 . Characteristic of, or appropriate to, the drama ; 
often connoting animated action or striking pre- 
sentation, as in a play; theatrical. 
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2725 Pope Odyss. Postscr., The whole structure of that 
work [Iliad] is dramatick and full of action. 1778 Foote 
Trip Calais nr. Wks. 1799 H. 378 There seems to be a kind 
of dramatic justice in the change of your two situations. 
1855 Brimley Ess., Tennyson 9 That dramatic unity de- 
manded in works of art. 2878 Lecky Eng : in 18 thC. (1883) 
1 . 176 The destruction of a great and ancient institution is 
an eminently dramatic thing. .. 

B. sb. f 1 . A dramatic poet ; a dramatist. Obs . 
2646 G. Daniel Poems Wks. 1878 I. 30 Hee was, of 
English Drainmatickes, the Prince, a 2680 Butler Rem. 
(1759) I. 164 No longer shall Dramatics be confind To 
draw true Images of all Mankind, a 1741 Gray Lett. Wks. 
1884 II. 109 Put me the following lines into the tongue of 
oqr modern dramatics. 

2 . pi. Dramatic compositions or representations ; 
the drama. 

2684 W. Winstanley Eng. Worthies , Shaks. 345-7 In all 
his writings hath an un vulgar Style, as well in his. .Poems, 
as in his Drammaaticks. 2722 Shaftesb. Ckarac.( 1737) 
I, 265 We read epicks and dramaticks, as we do satirs and 
lampoons. 2880 C. Keene Let. in G. S. Layard Life x. 
(1892) 308 The prevailing mania for dramatics. 

Dramatical, a. (sb.) [f. as prec. + -al.] - 
Dramatic a. 1. (Now rare.) 

1640 G. Watts tr. Bacon’s Adv . Learn, n. (R.), Drama- 
ticall, or representative [poesy] is as it were, a visible 
history, a 1652 J. Smith Set. Disc. vi. iv. (1821) 221 The 
whole dramatical series of things. 2711 Addison Sped. N o. 
iot r 7 A Dramatical Performance written in a Language 
which they did not understand. 1854 Eraser's Mag. L. 
591 Fletcher was the dramatical parent of Congreve. 
fB. sb.pl. —Dramatics^. Obs. rare, 
c 2826 Moir in Wilson’s Wks. (1855) I. 198 Then bid 
Bryan Procter beat To dramaticals retreat. 

Dramatically, adv. [f. prec. + -it 2 .] 

a. In a dramatic manner ; from a dramatic point 
of view. b. With dramatic or theatrical effect. 

a 1653 J. Smith Set. Disc. vi. 192 The outward frame of 
things dramatically set forth. 1759 Sterne Tr. Shandy II. 
viii. 57 This plea, tho’ it might save me dramatically, will 
damn me biographically. 1836 9 Dickens^. Boz (C. D. 
ed.) 200 He stalked dramatically to bed. 

Dramatieism (dramse-tisiz'm). [f. Dramatic 
a. +-ISM.] Dramatic character or quality. 

1878 T. Sinclair Mount 80 More than its dramatieism and 
epicism. 1890 A thenmtm 6 Dec. 775/2 The dramatieism 
frequent among Nineteenth Century wi iters of blank verse. 
Drama*ticle, -icule. Also erron. -uele. [f. 
L. drama, drdmat - with dim. suffix.] A miniature 
or insignificant drama. 

[1792 T. Twining Recreat. 4 Stud. (1882) 168 His two 
printed dialogues, or dramacles.] 1813 Examiner 15 Mar. 
271/1 This admired dramatucle (if we may be allowed such 
a diminutive). 1852 Beddoes’ Poems Mem. 15 * Olympian 
Revels,’ and other dramaticles published in the ‘London 
Magazine * of 2823. 2864 Carlyle Fredk. Gt. IV. 252 Court- 
shows, dramaticules, transparencies. 

Bra*matism. [f. as Dramatist + -ism]. Dra- 
matization, dramatized form. 

2834 A utobiog, Dissenting Minister 122 He could no 
longer amuse his flock with the dramatism of devotion. 

II Dramatis personae (drarmatis poison/). 
Abbreviated dram. pers. [L. ; — persons of a 
drama.] The characters of a drama or play ; the 
actors in a drama, lit. or jig. 

1730 Fielding Temple Beau 1. vi. Wks. 1882 VIII. 117 
There is (to give you a short Dramatis Personae) my 
worthy uncle [etc.]. 1806 J. Jay Corr. p Pub. Papers 

(1893) IV. 308 Whether this distant nation is to appear 
among the dramatis personae cannot now he known. 2821 
Byron Diary 23 Jan,, Sketched the outline and Dram. 
Pers. of a., tragedy.^ 1895 Law Times XCIX. 547/1 
His dramatis personas included a low attorney. 

Dramatist (dramatist), [f. Gr. Spa/ia, tya- 
jxar- Drama + -1st : cf. F. dramaiiste (1787 in 
Hatz.-Darm.),] A writer or composer of dramas 
or dramatic poetry ; a play- wright. (Also fig.) 

2678 Cudwqrth Infill. Syst. 879 They . . impatiently cry 
out against the Dramatist, and presently condemn the Plot. 
1742 Young Nt. Th. ix. 358 To see the mighty Dramatist’s 
last Act .. in Glory rising o’er the rest, a 1862 Buckle Misc. 
Wks. (1872) I. 483 In every country the dramatists have 
preceded the metaphysicians. 

Dramatization ^droeunatsiz^Jan). [f. next 
+ -ation.] The action of dramatizing; conver- 
sion into drama; a dramatized version. 

_ 1795 W. Taylor in Monthly Rev. X IX . 482 The variegated 
list of his dramatizations. 1846 Dickens Lett. (1880) 1 . 165, 
I really am bothered.. by this confounded dramatization of 
the Christmas book. 2875 Maine Hist. Inst. ix. 253 A 
dramatisation of the origin of Justice. 

Dramatize (drarmatoiz), v . [f. as Dramatist 

+ IZJE5.] 

1 . trans. To convert into a drama; to put into 
dramatic form, adapt for representation on the 
stage. : 

2780-83 [see Dramatized]. 1810 Scott Fam. Lett. 22 Dec., 
They are busy dramatizing the Lady of the Lake here and 
in Dublin. 2884 I^aw Times 27 Sept. 358/2 The play 
‘ Called Back/ dramatised from the novel of that name. 

b. absol. To write dramas. , 

2824 Sortes Horatianae 125 Scrawl, dramatize do what 

ye will. 

2 . To describe or represent dramatically. 

2823 Adolphus in Lockhart Scott Aug., To exert the 
talent of dramatizing and . . representing in his own person 
the incidents he told of. 1894 Howells in Harper’s Mag. 
Feb, 383 The men continue to dramatize a struggle on the 
floor below. 


3 . intr . (for pass). To admit of dramatization. 

2819 Scott Fam. Lett. 15 June, The present set. . will not 
dramatize. 2836 New Monthly Mag. XLVII. 235 The 
story would dramatize admirably. 

4 . trans . To influence by the drama, nonce-use. 

1799 Mom. Chron. in Spirit Pub. Jmls. (1800) III. 254 
Some might take their station in the theatres, and dramatize 
the audience into loyalty. 

Hence Draunatized ppl. a., Dra-matizing vbl. 
sb. and ppl. a.; also Bra'suatizable a., (Webster 
1864) ; Bramatizer, one who dramatizes. 

1780-83 W. Tooke R ussia (W ebster 2828), A dramatized 
extract from the history of the Old and New Testaments 
1833 Westm. Rev. XVIII. 226 The dramatizer of Cooper’s 
‘Pilot’, a 1834 Lamb Charac. Dram. Writers, Rcnvley 
Wks. 530 Our delicacy, .forbids the dramatising of distress. 
2862 Merivale Rom. Emp. (2865' V. xli. 99 The dramatized 
histories of the English bard. 2875 Emerson Lett. 4 Sec. 
A ims Wks, (Bohn) III. 221 A sort of dramatizing talent. 
Dramaturge (drsematwcls). [a. F. drama- 
turge (1787), ad. Gr. bpaptarovpyos composer of 
drama, f. dpcifia , Bpdparo- Drama + ipyuv to work 
-e/ryos working, worker.] * Dramaturgist. 

[1859 Times 17 Nov. 8/2 Schiller was starving on a salary 
of 200 dollars per annum, which he received, .for his ser- 
vices as * dramaturg ' or literary manager. ] 1870 A ihenmmt 
12 Mar. 366 M. Sardou .. that indefatigable dramaturge. 
1882 Symonds Animt Figura 228 Fate is the dramaturge * 
necessity Allots the parts. 

Dramaturgic, a. [f. Gr. 5 pafiarovpy- 6 $ (see 
prec.) + -ic.] Pertaining to dramaturgy ; dramatic, 
histrionic, theatrical. 

2832 Beddoes Let. Jan. in Poems p. xevi, So much for 
my dramaturgic ideas on playbills. 2845 Carlyle Crom- 
well (1871) L 158 Some form [of worship] not grown drama- 
turgic to us, but still awfully symbolical for us. 2883 Mag. 
of Art June 315/1 That lack of dramaturgic science. 

So Dramaturgical a. 

1865 F. Hall Daia-rupa Pref. 5 To propound.. a few dra- 
maturgical definitions. 

Dramaturgist, [f. as prec. + -ist.] A com- 
poser of a drama ; a play- wright. 

2825 Carlyle Schiller n. (1845) 63 Notwithstanding, .ali 
the vaunting of dramaturgists. 2843 — Past $ Pr. it. 
ii, The World Dramaturgist has written. Exeunt. 

Dramaturgy, [mod. ad. Gr. dpafiarovpyia 
composition of dramas ; cf. F. dramaturgic (17th 

c.), Ger. dramaturgic.'] 

1 . Dramatic composition ; the dramatic art. 

2802 W. Taylor in Monthly Mag. XII. 224 Lessing’s 

Dramaturgy. 1805 Ibid. XX. 41 Lessing .. published a 
weekly paper, entitled the Hamburg Dramaturgy. 1885 
Sat . Rev. 28 Mar. 419/2 The immortal Mac-Flecknoe, in 
which the * Nursery ’ and its dramaturgy are annotated. 

2 . Dramatic or theatrical acting. 

2837 Carlyle Diam . Neckl. Misc. Ess. 1888 V. 184 Let 
her.. give her past Dramaturgy the fit aspect to Monseig- 
neur and others. 2858 — Fredk. Gt. (2865) 1 . 1. iii. 22 Sub- 
lime dramaturgy, which we call his Majesty's Government* 
costs so much. 

Drammer, Dramming : see Dram v. 

Brammock (drse-m^kh Sc. Also 6 drum- 
make, 8 dramock, -uck, 8- drummoek, 9 dram- 
mach. [Cf. Gael, dramag ‘foul mixture \] ‘Meal 
and water mixed in a raw state' (Jam.). 

2563 Ressoning betuix Crosraguell 4- ?. Knox Prol. ij b, 
Watter & meal made i maner of a drammock. x6.. 
F. Sempill Blythsnm Bridal in Harp of Renfrewsk. 
(1819) Pref. 63 There will be. . Powsowdie and drammock 
and crowdie. 1786 Burns Scotch Bard vii, Scarce a bellyfu’ 
o’ drummoek. 28x6 Scott Old Mort . xvi, The lifeless, 
saltless, foisonless, lukewarm drammock of the fourteen 
false prelates. 2886 Stevenson Kidnapped xxii, We. . made 
ourselves a dish of drammach, 

Drane, obs. form of Drain, Drone. 

Drang, var. of Drong, lane. 

Drank, pa. t. of Drink. 

[Drank, erron. f. Diiawk sb., brome-grass.] 

Dr ant, dr aunt (drant), v. dial. [app. ono- 
matopoeic, after drawl or drone and rant. Re- 
corded from Scotl. and E. Anglia. Other dialects 
have drunt, drate.] intr. To drawl or drone in 
speech, b. trans. To drawl or drone out. 

2724 Ramsay Tea-t. Misc. (2733) II. 141 To drivel and 
drant While I sigh and gaunt, «*774 Fergusson Poems 
(1789) II. 74 (Jam.) To draunt and drivel out a life at 
hame. 2796 Burns On Life viii, Lest you think I am 
uncivil To plague you with this draunting drivel, a 1825 
Forby Voc. E. Anglia, Drant, to drawl in speaking or 
reading / more properly draunt (like aunt). It may be 
connected with drone. 

Brant, draunt, sb. dial. [f. prec. vb.] a. 
A droning or drawling tone, b. ‘A slow and dull 
tune ’ (Jam.). 

1721 Ramsay Lucky Spence’s Last Advice ii, Nor wi 
your draunts and droning deave me. 2782 Burns Tar- 
Bolton Lasses (2nd Poem) xiv, To wait on their drants. 
a 2825 Forby Voc. E. Anglia s.v., He reads with a drant. 
2852 Aird Mem. Moir in Mis Poet. Wks. I. ii. 29 A kind 
of rant, or drant, .often fixes itself upon the public, 

Drap : see Drab sbP and a. 

Drap, Sc. dial, form of Drop sb. and v. 

t Drap-de-Berry. Also droppe-, 

drape-, drab-, -du-, -Berri(e, -berry, -ie,-bure. 
(Printed as one or three words). [Fr. ; * cloth of 
Berry.] A kind of woollen cloth, coming from 
Berry in France. Also at/rib. and Comb. 

1629 Purchas Microcosmus xxvii. 269 The Colours of 
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GingeHine, Grideline, Deroy, Elderado, Droppe du Berry. ] 
1664. J. Wilson Cheats 11. iv. Dram. Wks. (1874; 42 ! 
Drape de berry in the summer keeps out the heat. 1681 i 
Lend. Gas. No. 1585/4 Stolen., a Drabdeberry Riding i 
Coat. 1693 Shadwell Volunteers in. Wks. 1720 IX. 441 
They turn it into Drabdubbery. 1700 Congreve Way of 
World m. ill- Plays (1887) 361 Fools never wear out— they 
are such drap de Berri things ! 1818 Scott Rob Roy xxxi. 
Your rotten French camlets now, or your drab-de-berries. 
Drape (dr^p), vP [a. F. drape-r to weave, 
drape , 13th c. in Hatz.-Darm.), f. drap cloth.] 
f I, trans To weave or make into cloth. Obs. 

1436 Libd of Eng. Pol. in Pol Poems (Rolls) II. 162 
Spayneshe wolle in Fflaundres draped [v.r. draperd] is. 
Jbtd.y By drapinge [v.r. drapryng] of oure wolle in sub- 
staunce Lyvene here comons. a 1657 Sir J. Balfour Ann. 
Scot. (1824-51 II. 97 All the wool! that was not drapped 
and made vsse off within the kingdome. 1683 Brit, Spec . 

18 Flanders doth drape Cloth for thee of thine own Wool. 

ab&ol. 1538 Lei. and I tin., Baillies Sun now drapeth yn 
the Toun. 1622 Bacon Hen. VI /, 76 That the Clothier 
might drape accordingly as he might affoord. 

2. To cover with, or as with, cloth or drapery; 
to hang, dress, or adorn with drapery. 

1847 Tennyson Princ. v. 54 Like some sweet sculpture 
draped from head to foot. 1848 Lytton Harold 1, i, The 
walls were draped with silken hangings. 1853 C* Bronte 
Vilktte xxiii, She stood, not dressed, but draped in pale 
antique folds. 1882 Miss Br addon ML Royal III. vi. 146 
A red gown draped with old Spanish lace. 

iransf and./ftf* ^72 Liddon Elem. Relig. ii. 63 Draped and 
veiled in a phraseology so reverent and tender. 1884 W. C. 
Smith Kildrostan 50 Abbey walls Draped with pale lichens. 
1894 Froude Erasmus vii. 120 Draped in solemn inanities. 

3. To arrange or adjust (clothing, hangings, etc.) 
in graceful or artistic folds. Also intr. for reft, 

1862 Macm. Mag. Apr. 523 Light material that will fall 
around and drape itself about the figure. 1894 A. St. 
Aubyn Orchard Damerel II. ii. 59 The curtains would not 
* drape ’ artistically. 

f 4 . To reprimand, [cf. Dress v. So in obs. F.] 
1683 Temple Mem. Wks. 1731 I. 449 Draping us for 
spending him so much Money, and doing nothing. 

Hence Draped ppl a. 

1846 Ellis Elgin Marb. II. 9 Draped figures. Mod. Is the 
skirt plain or draped ? 

Drape, vP north, dial . [Goes with Drape 

trans. To cull, to draft 

1641 Best Farm.Bks. (Surtees) 72 When the worst of the 
flocke are drawne out, the shepheards call this drapinge 
out of sheepe, and some drape out a score.. by reason of 
theire age. 

Drape (drip), sbP [f. F. drap cloth, and Drape 
vP] a. Cloth, drapery, b. Draping, 

1665 J, Wilson Projectors v. Dram. Wks. (1874’) 271 My 
new drape. 1757 Dyer Fleece 107 Each glossy cloth, and 
drape of mantle warm. 1889 Pall Mall G. 27 Feb. 4/3 
A dress . . of pale blue velvet, with long flowing drape of 
white tulle. 

Drape, sbP and a. local. [Origin uncertain : 
cf. ON. drap slaughter, f. drepa to strike, smite, 
kill, put to death.] A sheep or cow culled or 
drafted from the flock or herd to be fatted off for 
slaughter ; esp. a cow or ewe whose milk is dried 
up or that has missed being with young. Used in 
north and north east of England. 

1611 Cotgr , Brebis de rebut , an old or diseased sheepe thats 
not worth keeping., a drape or culling. 1674 Ray N. C. 
Words 15 A Drape , a farrow cow, or cow whose milk is 
dried up. 1788 W. Marshall Yorksh. (179 6) II. 187 Dry 
cows — provmcially, ‘ drapes \ 1855 Robinson Whitby 

Gloss., Drape, a dry or milkless cow. 1885 Standard 
2 May 6/4 Smaller beasts, .drapes. 

B. adj. or in Comb., as drape cow , ewe, sheep. 
1674 Ray N. C. Words 15 Drape-Sheep, eves rejiculx. 
1851 Jrnl. R. Agric. Soc. XII. 11. 333 The drape-ewes (or 
crones) are . . sold at Michaelmas. 1888 Whitby Gaz. 25 
Feb. 4/7 The animal was a drape cow, about 9 years old. 
Draper (dri^psr, sb. Also 4-5 draper©, 5 
-ure, -ar. [a. AF. draper = F. drapier (13th c. in 
Hatz.-Darm.), f. drap cloth : see -er * 2,] 

X. Orig., One who made (woollen) cloth. Sub- 
sequently, A dealer in cloth, and now by extension, 
in other articles of textile manufacture: often 
qualified as woollen, linen draper. 

1362 Langl. P. PI. A. v. 123 penne I drou} me a-mong 
Vis diapers my Donet to leorne. 1377 ibid. B. v. 255 
Bothe mercere & drapere. ex 420 Sir Amadas (Weber) 
144 Ther myght..no draper is clothe drawe. 1483 Cath. 
Angl. 106/2 A Draper, pannarius, trapesata. <2x5x2 
Fabyan Will in Chron. Pref. 3, I Robert Fabyan, ciiizein 
and draper of London. X572 in W. H. Turner Select Rec. 
Oxford 342 The mercers and wollen drapers shalbe incor- 
porated to one incorporation. 1655 Fuller Ch. Hist. vi. 

1. 275 Thus the Draper may sooner sell forty ells of freeze 
and course cloath, than the Mercer four yards of cloath of 
gold. 1807 Crabbe Par. Reg. 13 If at the draper’s window 
Susan cast A longing look. 

2 . In comb. = seller : see Ale-praper. 

Hence Dra peress, a female draper. 

1854 Chamb. Jrnl. I. 226 Almost every man above the 
rank of a mere daily cultivator has a wife who is groceress, 
hnen-draperess, butcheress, or confectioner. 

+ Bra*per, v. Obs. rare. [a. F. draper to weave, 
Drape.] 1. trans. To weave, make into cloth. 

1436 Libel Eng. Pol in Pol. Poems (Rolls) II. 168 They 
Cowde never drapere [v. r. drape, draper] here wolle. Ibid. 
[see Drape vJ i.] 

2 . intr. or absol. To arrange drapery, to drape. 
37x7 Berkeley Tour in Italy Wks. IV. 523 His [Peru- 
gmo’s] drapering every one knows to [be] of a little gout. 
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Hence Dra'pering vbl.sb.; also alt rib., as draper - 
ing-kouse , one where cloth is manufactured or sold, 
1436 [see Drape v . 1 x]. By drapryng of oure wolle, 1538 
Leland 1 tin. IV. 78 This House is made by one Bell a 
Drapering House. 1717 [see 2 above.) 

Drapery (dri-pori), sb. Also 4 drapreye, 4-7 
draper!©, [a. OF. draperie (12th c.), f. drap 
cloth, drapier draper : see -ejry.] 

1 . Cloth or textile fabrics collectively. 
a 1300 Sat. People Kildare xi. in E.E.P. (1862) 154 Hail 
be :je marchans wib 3ur gret packes of draperie auoir-de- 

? eise and 3ur wol sackes. 1483 Act 1 Rich. Ill , c. 8 Preamb., 

J o Substance of fine Drapery. 1538 Leland I tin. 1. 44 The 
hole profite of the Toune [Wakefield) stondeth by Course 
Drapery. 1622 Misseluen Free Trade 40 The Draperies 
of this Kingdome are termed Old and New. By the Old ; 
are vnderstood Broad Clothes, Bayes and Kersies : By the 
New; Perpetuanoes, Serges, Sayes, and other Manufac- 
tures of Wooll. 1786 Hist. Europe in Ann. Reg. 11/2 A duty 
..on all drapery imported into that Kingdom. 1841 Lane 
Arab. N/s. I. 122 A napkin or some other piece of drapery 
is suspended over the door. 

2 . The trade or business of a draper ; the manu- 
facture of cloth {obs.); now, the sale of cloth and 
other textile fabr.es. 

1488-9 Act 4 Hen. VII, c. 11 Tbencres and mayntenyng 
of Drapery and makying of Cloth withyn this land. 
1610 Holland Camden's Brit. I. 352 Flemings.. to teach 
our men that skill of Draperie or weaving and making 
wollen cloth, a x66i Fuller Worthies , Bedfordsh. (1662) 

1 13 Such the use thereof [fuller’s earth) in Drapery, that 
good cloth can hardly be made without it. Mod. Advt., 
Millinery and Fancy Drapery. Y oung Lady to serve through. 

f b. A place where cloth is made. G. A place 
where a draper’s business is conducted. Obs. 

1483 Cat It. Angl. 106/2 A Drapyry , pannarium. 1598 
Florio, Drapperie, drapery, or street where cloth is made 
or sold. x6io Holland Camden's Brit. 1. 77 The Gynegium 
or Draperie in Britaine in which the Clothes of the Prince 
and Souldiers were woven. 

1 3 . See quot., and cf. Cilery. Obs. 

1552 Huloet, Draper ye worcke or cylerye a kynde of 
caruynge or payntynge so called, voluta. x6xx Cotgr., 
Draperie. .a flourishing with leaves, and flowers in wood, 
or stone, vsed especially on the heads of pillers, and tearmed 
by our workemen Draperie, or Cilerie. 

4 . The artistic arrangement of clothing in paint- 
ing or sculpture. 

x6xo Guillim Heraldry vi. v. (1611) 267 Which forme of 
plaiting in the art of painting is termed drapery. 1634 
Peacham Gentl. Exerc. 1. xiii. 43 Drapery. .principally 
consisteth in the true making and folding your garment, 
giving to every fold his proper naturall doubling and 
shadow. cx8ix Fuseli in Led. Paint, iv. (1848) 448 
Attitude without action, .dress without drapery. 

5 . The stuff with which anything is draped, 
or artistically covered ; clothing or hangings of any 
kind; esp. the clothing of the human figure in 
sculpture or painting. Also fig. 

x686 Aglionby Painting Ilhistr. Expl.Terms s. v. Drapery, 
We say, Such a Painter disposes well the Foldings of his 
Drapery. 1756-7 tr. Keysler's Trav. (1760) II, 357 The 
drapery of this statue is much admired. 1771 Sir J. Rey- 
nolds Disc. iv. (R.), It requires the nicest judgment to dis- 
pose the. drapery, so that the folds shall have an easy com- 
munication, and gracefully follow each other. 1806-7 J* 
Beresford Miseries Hum. Life (1826) in. xviii, The muslin 
drapery of your fair partner. 1831 Howrrr Seasons 315 
Nature is stripped of all her summer drapery. 1859 Geo. 
Eliot A. Bede 45 There is no drapery about the window. 

6 . attrib. and Comb. 

17x2 Arbuthnot John Bull 1. !, The Bulls and Frogs 
have served the lord Strutts with drapery-ware for many 
years. 1785 J. Trusler Mod. Times I. 63 Sales of linen 
and other drapery goods. x86x Thornbury Turner (1862) 
II. 103 Rubensten, a drapery drudge to portrait painters. 

Bra'pery, v. [f. prec. sb.] trans. To furnish 
or cover with, or as with, drapery ; to drape. 

1824 Byron Juan xvi. cii. What beautiful simplicity 
Draperied her form with curious felicity ! 1831 Carlyle 
Sart. Res. 1. vii, Not only dressed, but harnessed and dra- 
peried. 1858 G. Macdonald Phantasies vi. 74 It was 
festooned and draperied with all kinds of green. 

lienee Dra*peried ppl. a. 

_ x8x6 L. Hunt Rimini 1. 105 A sudden canopy, .disparts 
its draperied shade. 1882 Miss Braddon Mt. Royal ix, 
The lone draperied man tel-piece. 

i Dra'pet. Obs. [ad. It. drappetto , dim. of 
drafpo cloth.] A cloth, a covering. 

1590 Spenser F. Q. ii. ix. 27 Tables fayre dispred, And 
ready dight with drapets festivall. a 1799 Melmoth T rans- 
formation Lycon Eupharmius (R.' } He op’d his gates .. 
a decent drapet throws O’er her cold limbs. 

Dra'ping, vbl. sb. [f. Drape v. + -ing T] The 
action of the verb Drape, fa. The action of 
weaving or making into cloth {obs.). b. The 
action of adjusting or fixing in artistic folds ; 
manner or style of arranging the drapery. 

1483 Act 1 Rich. LIT, c. 8 § 1 By the meane of true mak- 
yng and drapyng and also of true dying of Wollen Cloth. 
X523 Act 14 #15 Hen. VIII, c. 3 The true making and 
draping of worstedes, sais, and stamins. 1883 Myra's 
Jrnl. Aug., The style of polonaise .. owes its popularity 
to the grace of its draping. X884 Pall Mall G. 27 Oct. 4,-1 
The draping is long and very simple. 

Drappie, -y (dne pi). Sc. [f. drap Sc. form of 
Drop sb. + -ie, -y dim. suffix.] A little drop (eg. 
of stimulant). 

> 1789 Burns ‘ O, Willie brewed,' We’re no that fou, But 
just a drappie in our ee. 1795 Macneill Will # Jean liv, 
Jean, quite unhappy. .Tynes a’ heart, andtaks a— drappy I 
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Drapure, obs. form of Draper. 
tDra*sie, a. Sc, Obs. [Perh. connected with 
Drazel.] ? Phlegmatic. 

1560 Rolland Crt. Femes Prol. 17 Flewme is flat, slaw, 
richt slipperie and sweir [A)nd drasie, to spit can not for- 
beir. Ibid. 74 He that hes ofWatter the natoure, Is daft, 
and doyld, arasie with small effect, 
f Bra’ssock. Obs. Also ?drapsoek,drossock. 
[Etym. and foim uncertain.] ? A drab, an untidy 
woman. 

1573 Harvey Letter-bk. (Camden) 117 Lowte il- 
favorid drapsocks died into dun. 1647 Ward Simp. Cobler 
24 If any man mislikes a bullymong drassock [v.r. drossock) 
more then I, let him take her for all mee. 

t Brast, drest. Obs. Forms : Plural 1 dser- 
sfcan, derstan, 2 dersten, 4 darstis, 4-5 drastes, 
-us, -ys, -en, 4-6 drest es. Sing, (rare) 4-5 
dreste, drast. [OE. d&rstan pi. (:— OTeut. type 
*drastjon- or -fon-), cognate with OHG. Irestir, 
MHG. and Ger. trester pi. grounds, husks (of 
grapes), (app. OTeut. *drastzz- } an j-stem): cf. 
OSlav. drohiiji and drostija lees.] 

{mostly pi.) Dregs, lees; faeces, refuse, residue. 
cxooo Ags. Ps. (Th.) lxxiv. 8 Nyle he ba daerstan him 
don unhryce. <rxooo Sax. Leechd. II. 98 Getrifula wio 
ecedes derstan. xx. . Semi-Saxon Voc in Wright 94/1 
Anmrcet , fex old , dersten. 1382 Wyclif Ps. lxxiv. 8 The 
dreste of it is not wastid out. — Hos. iii. 1 Thei..louen the 
darstis [1388 draffis) of grapis. 1502 Arnolde Chron. (i8xx) 
165 Wei moysted at the rote w fc drestis of wyne. 1530 
Palsgr. 215/2 Drestes of oyle, lie dhuille. 

Jig. 1388 Wyclif Isa. xlix. 6 To conuerte the drastxs [1382 
drestus] of Israel. 1494 Fabyan Chron. vn. 388 Of Troyans 
blode the drastes and nat sede. 

Draste, obs. form of durst , pa. t. of Dare vP 
Drastic (drse'stik), a. {sb.) [mod. ad. Gr. 
8paoTLK-6s active, efficacious, f. dpaoros, vbl. adj. 
of dpav to do : cf. F. drastique (1741).] 

1 . Med. Of medicines: Acting with force or 
violence, vigorous; esp. acting strongly upon the 
intestines. 

a 1691 Boyle Wks. II. xgo (R.) After this single taking 
of the drastick medicine had done working. 1789 W. 
Buchan Done. Med. (1790) 213 All strong or drastic purga- 
tives are to be carefully avoided. 1836 Johnsoniana 1. 24 
His friend had prescribed palliative not drastic remedies. 

2. transf. Vigorously effective ; violent. 

1808 Bentham Sc. Reform 27 In consideration of their 
too extensive and too drastic efficacy. 1848 Mill Pol. 
Econ. I. 274 Occasions, .in which so drastic a measure 
would be fit to be taken into serious consideration. 1880 
M 1 Garth y Own Times IV. lxiii. 424 Very comprehensive 
or drastic schemes. 

23 . sb. A drastic medicine ; a severe purgative. 
X783 F. Miciiaelis in Med.Commun. 1. 318 Large quantities 
of the pills., acting as a drastic. 1863 Reade in All Year 
Round 3 Oct. 125/1 For want of drastics and opiates. 

Dra stically, adv. [f. Drastic -r -al + -ly 2.] 
In a drastic manner ; with drastic remedies or 
applications ; with effective severity. 

1850 Fraser's Mag. XLII. 345 The poor patient is again 
pilled and purged drastically. 1877 Gladstone Glean. 1 . 
169 The spectral letters ‘redistribution of seats’ operate as 
drastically as if they were * Mene, mene, tekel, upharsink 
1887 Leeds Mercury 21 Jan. 4/7 A Bill, .which, .will deal 
drastically with the land question. 

t Bra* sty, a. Obs. Also dresty. [f. Drast 
+ -Y 1 . In several places the s has been misread 
or misprinted as f, which was perhaps actually 
the source of Drafty a.] Dreggy ; fig. vile, 
worthless, 1 rubbishy 

a 1000 Voc. in Wr.-Wulcker 238/20 Feculentus,fece plewtts, 
dnestix. c X386 Chaucer Melib. Prol. 5 Min eres aken of 
thydrasty speche. Ibid. 12 Thy drastyrymyng [Tyrwhitt, 
etc., in both places, drafty). 1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. 
xvi 1. clxxxvi. (1495) 727 Erthy partyes and drasty. c 1420 
Pallad.oti Husb. 1. 195 01 yvys..With drasty [mispr. 1873 
drafty) wattry fruyt. 1499 Promp. Parv. 131/2 Dreggy 
{Pynson dresty) or fulle of drestys, feculentus. 1530 Palsgr. 
311/ 1 Dresty, full of drestes, liens t. 

Drat (drart), int. [Aphetic f. 9 od rot, for 
God rot / : see Rot v. in similar use.] A vulgar 
form of imprecation, giving vent to annoyance or 
angry vexation ; = 1 Hang \ 1 dash 4 confound \ 
18x5 Sporting Mag. XLVI. 13 ‘Now drat that Betty’, 
says one of the washer-women. 1857 Trollope Barchester 
T. xxxix, * Drat their impudence ’, said Mrs. Greenacre. 
1859 Thackeray Virgin, xliv, ‘ Drat it, Jane, kneel down, 
and bless the gentleman, I tell ’ee ! ’ 

Hence Brat v , ; Bra tted ppl. a. * confounded \ 
1857 Trollope Barchester T. (x86i) 326 The quintain 
was ‘ dratted ’ and 4 bothered * and very generally anathe- 
matized by all the mothers. 1869 Mrs. H. Wood Roland 
Yorke v. (Farmer), If that dratted girl had been at her 
post. 1878 M. & F. Collins Fill. Comedy 1. 195 The ladies 
are ‘ dratting ’ me, if you know what that means. 

Drat, obs. 3rd sing. pres, of Dread v. 
Dratcheli, drotchell (drse-ijel, dr^tjel). 
Now only midi. dial. [Derivation uncertain. Con- 
nexion is suggested with Dretch v. 2 . Sc. dratch to 
go heavily and reluctantly, to linger, Cf. also 
Sc, drotch to hang negligently ; and see Drazel, 
Drossel.] A slovenly, untidy woman ; a slut. 

1755-73 Johnson, Drotchel, an idle wench; a sluggard. 
In Scottish it is still used. 1859 Geo. Eliot A. Bede xx. 
F 9 She’ll he a poor dratchell by then she’s thirty. Ibid. 
xxxvi (end). She’s not a common flaunting dratchell, I can 
see that. 
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Brate : see Drite. 

Brau(en, draii 3 (e, drauhe(n : see Draw v. 
Draught (draft), sb. Forms: a. 3-4 draht, 
dra^t, 4 - draught ; (4 dra^pe, drauht, 4-5 
drarqt(e, 4-6 draght(e, draughte, drawght(e, 
drawt(e, Sc. 5 drawcht, 6 draueht). 0, 6 draft©, 
(7 drauffc), 6 - draft. [Early ME. draht (pro b. in 
'■OK., though not recorded), corresp. to MDu., Du. 
dragt, ?OHG„ MHG. traht, Ger. tracht , Icel. 
drdttr (:~*drahtr), verbal abstract from Com. Tent. 
dmgan to draw. The guttural sound of gk, ch, is 
retained in Sc.; in late ME. the word was some- 
times drarvt, whence the frequent (dipt) in i 6 ~i 8 th 
c. rimes, but more usually the gk passed in pro- 
nunciation, through wh, into f whence the spelling 
Draft (q.v.) now established in some senses, in 
which the connexion with draw is less obvious. 

All the senses in which draught is still the accepted or 
approved spelling are treated here ; only those in which 
draft is established appear under that word. Many groups 
of senses have been derived independently from the verb, 
so that a satisfactory logical order is almost impossible.] 

I. 1. The action, or an act, of drawing or pull- 
ing, esp. of a vehicle, plough, etc. ; pull, traction. 
Beast of draught : a horse or other animal used for 
drawing a cart, plough, etc. 0. rarely draft. 

339S Trkvisa Bartk. De P. R. xviii. cxv. (1495) 855 The 
worme drawith and halyth his bodi-.wyth many dyuers 
drau3tes. C1440 Promp. Parv. 131/x Drawte, or ptille, 
tract ns. c. 1460 Tcnvndey Myst. (Surtees) 220 Pulle, pulle 1 
..Yit a draght. 1523 Fitzherb. Hush. §15 The harowe. . 
goeth by twytches, and not alwaye after one draughte. 1633 
1 *. Stafford Pac. Hib. m. ii. 292 'that bogs nor rocks, 
should forbid the draught of the Cannon. 1707-12 Morti- 
mer Husk. (J.), The Hertfordshire wheel-plough is the best 
. . and of the easiest draught. 1777 'Robertson Hist. A mer. 
(1778) II. vii. 318 The Llama, which was never used for 
draught. 1873 Helps A aim. \ Mast, i. (1875) 8 Beasts of 
draught ana of burden. 0 . x8ox Trans. Sec. A r/s XIX. 
205 (This Crane) having a two-fold principle, .making a per- 
pendicular draft, and discharging the load at the same time. 
+ b. Drawing of breath. Obs. 

1490 Caxton Eneydos xx\\, 82 pv. 463] This byrde., 
syngyngof fyne manere in grete dranghtes and of a longe 
brethe his right sorowfu.ll songe. 

e. Drawing motion or action. 

1851 Qffic. Caial. GL Exk/b. I, 401 Chaff-cutter, .the 
shaft, .being within the range of the long-way of the mouth- 
piece, gives the knives about 24 times the usual amount of 
draught;, and causes them to cut, instead of chopping. 

2. That which is drawn, ta. A load. Obs. 

a 1300 Cursor M. 21266 fCott.) Fourar |>ai tald, he vvange- 
listes, Pat draues J>e wain k at cs cristes, 0 bairn i sal tell. . 
Diuat pai bitakea, and quat h a ' r draght. <7x470 Henry 
Wallace ix. 1610 Dieson suld tak .. his hors .. a drawcht 
off wod to leid. 14.. MS. Douce 291, If. 7 (Halliw.) The 
whiehe. .here and dravve draghtes and berthennes. 

b. A quantity drawn : used as a specific measure 
of something drawn, extracted, or taken up. 

2740 Dychk Sc Pardon, Draught .. in Trade, it is so 
much goods as are carried upon one carriage at a time. 
2847-78 Halliwell, Draught ... sixty-one pounds weight 
of wool, 1881 Raymond Mining Gloss., Draught (S>. Staff.), 
the quantity of coal raised to bank in a given time. 1893 
Labour Commission Gloss, s. v. 9 In the salt industry, 
a draught is the quantity of salt taken out of a pan each 
time the pan is cleared ; sometimes., .this drawing takes 
place once or twice a day. 
p3. A drawbridge. Obs. 

13 . . Gem'. 4 Gr. Rat. 817 pay let doun pe grete dra^t. 
c 1440 Partouo/>e 1636 The porter lete the draught down falle. 

■ 4. Something used .'in drawing ' or pulling, as 
harness for horses to draw with : see quots. 

1483 War dr. Acc. Edw. IV in Antiq. Reg. (1807' 1 . 43 The 
. chief e chare of the Queue, .with v, paire of draughts. . 2332 
Hulo*et, Drawghte to drawe vp water after the sorte of 
a gybet with a paile at the one ende. xyo 6 PHiLLirs (ed. 
Kersey), ■ 2765 A. Dickson Treat. Agric, v. (ed.^ 2) 173 
That part of the shoulders of the horses, to which the 
draught is fixed. 2831 QJhc. Ccital Gt.Exhib. I. 395 Set 
of box whipple-trees, or two-horse draughts. 

5. A team of horses or other beasts of draught, 
together with that which they draw. Now only dial. 

1523 Fitzherb. Hush . § 22 An housbande can not couuen- 
yentiye plowe his laude, and lode out his dounge bother 
vppon a days, with due draughte of beastes. 1644 in Rushw. 
Hist. Coll. V. 649 The officers and sou Idlers shall be accomo- 
date with draughts in their march. 1774 BevtrleyB Hess'-e 
Road Act ii. 15 Any person ... keeping a team or teams, 
draught or draughts. 1891 Atkinson Moorland Par. 39 
A stone waggon with a team, — a ‘draught ’ we call it in our 
North Yorkshire Vernacular— of no less than 20 horses and 
oxm attached to it 

II. 8 , fig. Drawing, attraction ; tendency, in- 
clination, impulse. arch . + 0. also draft. 

a 1300 Body 4 Soul 85 (Mafcz.1 To sunne and sdhame fit] 
was thi drattjt. 1432 Poston Lett. No. 18 I. 31 For the 
goode rente .. of the.Kynges person e, and draught of him to 
vertue and conn pig. 1738 W. Rickitt Jrnl. 73, 1 felt 
a draught to visit New England. 1829 Carlyle Misc. 
(1857) II. ;$x A draught towards the Deep, a commencing 
giddiness. 

& 1596 Spenser F. Q. iv. ii. 10 Fie . . by his false allure- 
ments wytie draft Had thousand women of their lone beraft. 
a 1775 J. GhurchmAH Life (17801 37 , 1 felt a secret gentle 
draft to visit to .meeting, s"in the hack parts of Chester. 

III. 7. The act of drawing a net for fish, oir 

(qnot. 1205 ) for birds. ’ . ' ■ 

c 1203 Lay. 29259 Sparewen her to llht. And he a 
uorme drahte Swi 5 monie he ilahte. 1526-34 Tindale 
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Luke v, 4 Let slippe youre nettes to make a draught. 1677 
Hale Prim. Orig. 4 / an, it. ix, 208 Upon the draught of 
his Pond, not one Fish was left. 0x711 Ken Hymns 
Pest in. Poet. Wks. 1721 1 . 362 Full three’ Thousand .. At 
but one’ Draught he caught'. 1823 J. F. Cooper Pioneers 
xxiii, Eager to witness the draught of the seine. 

b. A place where a net is wont to be drawn. 
(Also draft.) 

1895 Daily News 4 Feb. 8/5 Severn Salmon Fishing, .the 
netting operations were greatly interfered with by masses 
of ice. .and several favourite drafts were quite frozen over. 

8 . The quantity of fish taken in one drawing of 
the net ; a take. 0. rarely draft. 

1387 Trevisa Hlgden (Rolls) III. 67 Som fiseheres 
solde a drau^te of fische wij? ]>e nettis. 1326-34 Tindale 
Luke v. 9 He was vtterly astonyed..at the draught of 
fisshe which they toke. 5633 Pagitt Chnsiianogr. 241 
This was a great draught in so short a time, and such as 
Saint Peter hhnselfe never made the like in all his life. 
2833 Hr. Martinea u Cinnamon $ Pearls j, 13 To secure a 
good draught of fish. 0. 1790 Burke Fr. Rev. Wks. 
V, 351 It has the whole draft of fishes in its drag-net. 

9. A measure of weight of eels, equal to 20 lbs. 

1839 Sala Tiv. round Clock (1861) 18 Eels are sold by the 
‘draft ’ of twenty pounds weight. 2891 Times 28 Sept. 4/2 
Live eels, 20 r. per draught; dead eels, 14J. per draught. 

IV. T The drawing of a bow ; a bowshot ; 
also, the distance which a bow can shoot See 
also B 0 W 7 OR aught. Obs. 

c 3330 R. Bkunne Ckron. IVace (Rolls) 862 WyJ? J?at sehote 
his finder he slow; AI vnwylland h at draught he drew. 
c 1400 Maundev. (Roxb.) xxv. 1x8 pe ferthe comraez behind 
him, as it ware ane a row draght. c 1400 Destr. Troy 1224 
Lamydon . . with-drogh hym A draght. 1581 Styward 
Mart. Discipl. 1. 44 That euerie man haue a good and 
meete Bowe according to his draught and strength. 1605 
Camden Rem. (1637 ) 209- Geoffray ,. at one draught of 
his bowe . . broebed three feetlesse birds called AUerions. 

til. The drawing or sweep of a weapon; a 
stroke, a blow. Obs. 

c 1320 Sir Bettes (MS. A) 868 Sum kni^t Beues so ofran3te 
pe heued ef at J?e ferste drau3te. a 1400 Octonian 16 66 N o 
man ne myghte with strengthe asytte Hys swordes draught. 
c 1460 J. Russell Bk. Nurture 388, xij. draught es with J?e 
egge of be knyfe j?e venison crossande. 14. . Prose Legends 
iti Anglia. VIII, 109 Sehe . . smitith f>e groumle with hir 
heed wib a meruaylous draughte. 

12. The drawing of a saw through a block of 
wood or stone ; hence a measure of sawyers* work. 

1404 Mem . Rif on (Surtees) HI. 205 note s In sarracionexv 
draghtez . . si d. c 1520 find. 205 Johanni Henryson sawying 
wavnscottes . . xxxij dragttes, id. j draghth, i 6 d. 1812 
J. Smyth Tract, of Customs 175 Scaleboards, from Germany, 
are packed in bundles, weighing 50 at each draught. 1847-8 

H. Miller hirst Imfr. vi (1859)91 He was cutting it fa 
block of Sandstone], by three draughts, parallel to its 
largest plane into four slabs. 

18. - Cloff, q.v, (Now usually Draft, q.v. 1.) 
1494 Fabyan Citron, vii. 342 Before tyme y weyer vsyd 
to lene his draught towarde the marchaundyse, soo that the 
byar hadde . . .x. or jcii.li. in a draughte to his aduauntage. 
1706 Phillips (ed. Kersey), Draught, .in Trade, an Allow- 
ance made in the weighing of Commodities. See Clough. 

V. 14. The drawing of liquid into the mouth or 
down the throat; an act of drinking, a diink ; the 
quantity of drink swallowed at one ‘pull f 0. 
rarely draft. 

CX200 Trm. Coif Horn. 199 fpe neddre] cumeS to sum 
welle and drinkeS a draht swo michel fat heo chineS. 
1377 Langi.. P.Pl. B. xx. 222 To drynke a drau^te 1[C. xxul 
223 drawt] of good^ ale. c 1440 York Myst. xxxvi, 240 A 
draughte here of dtinke haue I dreste. 1535 Eden Decades 
220 One of these, .drunke a bowl of water at a draughte. 
1636 Massinger Gt. Dk. Florence 11. ii. Plays (1868) 231/2 
Let us take, then, Our morning draught. 1687 Shadwell 
Juvenal Sat. x. 37 No Poyson is in Earthen Vessels 
brought ; In Gold adorn’d with Gemms beware each draught. 
1732 Lediard Sethos II. vnt. 758 Giscon drank the inflam'd 
potion at one draught, i8sx Ojfc. Catal. GL Exkib. 

I . 196 It forms a pleasant effervescing draught. jS. 1583 
Holly band Canrfa di Fior 199 Empty thy cuppe.. there 
is but a litle draft left. X659-60 Pepys Diary 27 Feb., 
They brought me a draft of their drink in a brown bowl. 

fib. A fanciful name for a 4 company ’ of 
butlers. Obs. 

1486 Bk. St. Albans Fvj b, A Draught of boteleris. 

lo . A dose of liquid medicine ; a pot ion. 
a 1656 Bp. Hall Occas. Med it. (1851) 153 On a medicinal 
Potion. How loathsome a draught is this ! 1699 Dryden 
To % D ride tt. 94 Better to hunt in fields for health un- 
bought Than fee the doctor for a nauseous draught. 1762 
Genii . Mag, 545 She spreads the couch, prepares the healing 
draught {rime unbought]. ^ 1791 Mrs. Radcuffe Rom. 
Forest xii, I have ordered him a composing draught. 1828 
Scott F. M. Perth xv, The incipient effects of the soporific 
draught. *847 Tennyson Princ. it. 233 To smooth my 
pillow, mix the foaming draught Of fever. 

e. Black draught : a purgative medicine con- 
sisting of an iuiusion of senna with sulphate of 
magnesia and extract of liquorice. (Also fig.) 

1840 Thackeray Paris Sk.- 6 k., hr. Fashionable Novels, 
Your dull black draughts of metaphysics. z86x A. K. H. 
Boyd RocreaL Country Parson Ser. n, 155 As if you gave 
a mam a large jug of pure water, and then cast into it a few 
drops of black-draught. 1883 Miss Braddon Gold. CaifvvL, 
One of rny black draughts wanted anywhere? 

16. Drawing of smoke or vapour into the mouth, 
inhaling; that which is inhaled at one breath. 

i 6 zi Venner Tobacco (1650) 402 To take '4 ot 5 draughts ■ 
of this fume. 1671 Milton Samson 9 The common prison 
..Where l, a prisoner chain'd, scarce freely draw The air 
Imprison'd also, close and damp, Unwholesome draught. 
X835 Marry at Jac. Faithf. i, There is no composing- 
draught like the draught through the tube of a pipe. 


17. fig. The c drinking in J of something by the 
mind or soul ; a portion of something, pleasurable 
or painful, ‘drunk’, partaken of,, or experienced 
(Cf. Drink v. ; also Cup sb. 9 .) 

1560 Becon New Catech. Wks, (1844) 295 Take him with 
the hand of thy heart, and chiefly drink him with the 
draught of thy inward man. 1750 Johnson Rambler No 
72 p 1 Make the draught of life sweet or bitter. 1827 
Pollok Course T. ix, Quaffing deep draughts of love. 1878 
Geo. Eliot Coll Breakf. P. 357 Ecstatic whirl Ami 
draught intense of passionate joy and pain. v 

“VI. 18 . The action of drawing out to a greater 

length, extension, stretching ; concr. that which is 
drawn out or spun, a thread, spec, in Cotion-spin- 
■ning K \ etc. the^ ‘drawing’ or elongation of the 
slivers by passing them between pairs of rollers 
revolving at different speeds. (See Draw v. 56 eC 
0. sometimes draft. 

t'1400 Test. Love in. (R.), The euen drauht of the wyer 
drawer, maketh the wyer to ben euen. 1577-87 H ounshed 
Scot. Ckron, (1805) U 2 The wool . .is . . spun so fine that it 
is in manner comparable to the spiders draught. 1719 j. 
Roberts Spinster 346 Flowered silk and worsted tammy 
draughts. 1875 Ores Diet. Arts I. 975 The drawing 
operation, or draught, is . . repeated in all the subsequent 
processes. 1877-81 W. C. Beam well Wool-cat der 44 
(Cent.) What stands for ‘ top ’ in wool manufacture is called 
first drafts in silk-combing. 1879 Cassell's Techn. Ednc. 
IV, 274 /r One yard of lap is drawn out to one hundred 
yards of sliver. This draught may be increased or diminished. 


VII, 19. Naut. [See Draw v. 13 .] The action 
of 1 drawing* or displacing (so much) water; the 
depth of water which a vessel draws, or requires to 
float her. 0. sometimes draft. 

1601 Shaks. Twel. N. v. i. 58 A bawbling Vessel was he 
Captain e of. For shallow draught and bulke vnprizabie. 
1627 Cart. Smith Seaman's Gram. xi. 54 Her water draught 
is so many foot as she goes in the water. 1751 Act 24 Geo. 
//, c. 8 § 2 Orders . . touching the sizes and Draughts of 
all Boats, Barges and other Vessels. 1862 M. Horkins 
Hawaii 10 For shipping of less draught, pilots are in 
attendance. 1873 Act 36 <$• 37 Viet. c. 85 § 3 A scale of 
feet denoting her draught of water shall be marked on each 
side of her stem. fig. 1882 J. C. M orison Macaulay 27 
There was a defect of deep sensibility in Macaulay— a want 
of moral draught and earnestness. 

fi. 1796 Morse A mer. Geog. 1 1 . 509 They then begin a. . 
march, the regularity of whose step is essential to the draft 
of the vessel, i860 Merc. Marine Mag. VII. 115 Her draft 
of water.. was 16 feet 7 inches aft. Ibid. 122 The Channel 
. . is the least dangerous for a steamer of draft. 


VIII. +20. The action of moving along (cf. 
Draw 7 v. 68) ; course, going, way. Obs. 

c 1230 Gen. <$* Ex. 2745 A?en he maden here dra?t Al-so 
Sat skiehaued tayt, c 1330 R. Brunnk Cittern. IVace (Rolls) 
479 Ou t of Grace h&r cam a bole ; To Paris bestes was fits 
draught, And wi}> Pai-ys bole he taught. 1470-85 Malory 
A rthur xvm. i. They loued to gyder more hotter than they 
did to fore hand, and had suelie preuy draughtes to gyder 
that many in the Courte spak of hit. 

t to- fg- Course, way of going on. Obs. 

w a 1327 Pot. Songs (Camden) 153 Uch a strumpet that ther 
is such drahtes wl drawe. a 1400 Sir Perc. 2160 Thus es 
the lady so wo, And this is the draghte ! 


f 21. A * move ’ at chess or any similar game. fT. 
trait L. tractus!) Obs. 

<71369 Chaucer Dethe Blaunche 653 At the chesse with 
me she gan to pley, With hir fals draughtes dvvers 
She steals on me. V 1370 Robt. Cicyle (Halliw ) 54 With 
a draght he was chekmate. 1412 Hoccleve De Reg , Princ, 
(Roxb.l 76. 1474 Caxton Chesse 133 The progressyon and 
draughtes of the forsayd playe of the chesse. 1394 Carew 
IIuarLc's Exam. Wits viiL (1596) 1x2 He.. makes ten or 
twelve faire draughts one after another on the Chesse- 
boord. 1636 Beai.e Chess 3 The draught of a Pawne is 
only one house at a time. 

22. pi A game played by two persons on a board 
of the same kind as that used in chess, which game 
it somewhat resembles, though of much simpler 
character, all the pieces or ‘ men ’ being of equal 
value and moving alike diagonally. (In U.S. called 
ditchers, in Scotl. dambrod.) + 0, rarely drafts. 

c 1400 Destr. Troy 1622 The draghtes, the dyse, and ober 
dregh gaumes. a x6oz W. Perkins Cases Consc. (1619) 34^ 
The games of chesse, and draughts, 1791 Boswell Johnson 
an. 1 756, The game of draughts . . is peculiarly calculated to 
fix the attention without straining it.. .1870' Hardy & Ware 
Mod. Hoyle 105 Draughts is entirely a game of mathema- 
tical calculation. 1875 Jowett Plato (ed. 2) V. 391 These 
pastimes are not so very unlike a game of draughts. 

/3. 1726 Frankun Jrnl. Wks. 1887 I. 116, I tire myself 
with playing at drafts. 1796 Owen Trav. Europe II. 405 
The evening was passed in a variety of amusements. Sonie 
were occupied at drafts. 1816 Keatinge Trav. (1817) L 
308 They play at what we call Polish drafts. 

b. One of the pieces used in this game: ** , 
Draughtsman 4 . (Usually in pi) 

1894 ‘ Chequerist ’ (R. A. Williams) How to flay Draughts 
well 14 The Draughts must 1 e so turned that one man will 
stand on another for * crowning V 

IX. 23. A current, stream, flow. 
x6ox Holland Pliny I. 7 Whiles she [the moon] is turned 
away, all the draught of light, she caste th, thither backe 
atgaine, from, whence she receined it, x688 T. Smith Voy. 
Constantinople in Misc. Cur. (1708) III. xx There is a vast 
draught of water poured continually out of the A trail tick 
into the Mediteranean, 1731 Johnson Rambler No. iqz 
I* 12 The draught of the gulph was generally too strong to 
be overcome. 18x9 Jas. Wilson Comfl. Did. Astral. 161 
The , . sympathy which causes . . the mother to feel the 
draught flow into her breasts some seconds before the child 
awakes. 1822 J. Flint Lett. Atner. 75 On approachmg 
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rapids, X was usually in the very draught of them, before 
1 could discern the proper channel. 1883 Syd. Sac. Lex., 
Draught.. in the breast of a nursing woman. 

b. A stream course, a ravine (?). (Also draft ) 
1807 P. Gass Jrnl. iot Having found a tolerable good 
road except where some draughts crossed it. /bid. 231 But 
the snow was not so deep in the drafts between them. 

e. Hydraulics . The area of an opening for a 
flow of water : see quot. (Also draft.) 

1874 Knight Diet. Meek., Draft . . 8, The combined 
sectional area of the openings in a turbine water-wheel ; or 
the area of opening of the sluice-gate of a fore-bay. 

134 . A current of air, esp. in a confined space, as 
a room or a chimney. 0. sometimes draft. 

Natural draught : the current of air that passes through 
the fire in a steam boiler, etc. without mechanical aid, as 
distinguished from blast, farced draughty that artificially 
increased either by rarifying the air above the lire or by 
compressing it below the same. 

1768-74 Tucker Lt. Nat. (1852) XI. 478 We feel and 
hear the draught of air, and see the commotions it raises 
among the trees. 1812 -16 J. Smith Panorama Sc. <$• Art 
II. 315 The height of the chimney has an important effect 
on the draught of a wind-furnace. 1844 Dickens Lett. 
(x88o) I, no A sore throat; from sitting, in constant 
draughts. 1864 W ebster, Blast draught . . Forced draught 
.. Natural draught. 1896 Times (weekly ed.) 18 Sept. 
641/3 The steam trials of the Victorious, battleship, have 
proved remarkably successful, the contract speed for natural 
and forced draught having been exceeded. 

iS. 1812-16 J. Smith Panorama Sc. Art I. 246 The 
nearer the throat [of the chimney] is brought to the fire, the 
stronger the draft will be. i860 Tyndall, Glac. 1. xxvii. 207 
The drafts from the doors and from, the windows. 1873. 
Longf. Wayside Inn , Emma f Eginhard Interlude 57 
That draft of cold, Unpleasant night air. 

b. An appliance for creating a draught in a fire- 
place ; a blower. (Also draft.) 

1874 Mrs. Whitney We Girls vi. 129 The drafts were put 
on, and in five minutes the coals were red. 

X. f 25. The drawing of a brush, pen, pencil, 
or the like, across a surface, so as to make a line or 
mark ; the mark so made ; a stroke. [F. trait J 06s. 

c 1230 Gen. Sr Ex. 3624 Besseleel, And eliab, he maden wel 
<$e tabernacle. .Goten and grauen wiS witter drajt. c 1305 
Edmund Conf. 224 in E. E. P. (1862) 77 Arsmetrike is, a Tore 
..of figours . .And of drau^tes as me draweh in poudre. 13. . 
R. E. A Hit. P. B. 1557 per watz neuer on so wyse coupe on 
worde rede . .What ty pyng ne tale tokened ho drakes. 1548 
Thomas Ital.IJict. (1567), Lineamenti j. strikes or draughts* 
of a figure. 1570 Billingsley Euclid 1. clef. iv. 2 A right 
line is the shortest extension or draught., from one poynt to 
an other. 1394 T. B. La Primaud. Fr. Acad. 11. 119 It is 
time to draw the last draught of the pensilj vpon the face. 
1662 Stilungfl. Grig. Sacr. 1. i. § 19 How to express all 
kind of sounds, with the several draughts of a pea 
+ 26. Drawing of figures ; delineation. 06s. 

1551 Records. Pat Jew. Knowl. 1. xvii,. For the manner of 
their draught wil declare, how many paLres of parallels they 
shall neede. 1622 Peacham Compl, Gent. xiu. (1634) 127 
For your first beginning, .in draught make your hand., 
ready, .in those genera.il figures of the Circle, avail, ^square, 
&c. 1706 Art of Painting < 1744) 337 Had his colouring and 
penciling been as good as his draught, a 1734 N ortii Lives 
(1826) II. 211 Painters, and such as practise draught. 

1 27. That which is drawn or delineated; a 
representation {of an object) by lines drawn on 
the surface of paper, etc.; a drawing, picture, sketch. 
0. rarely draft. 06s. in general sense. 

<11400-50 Alexander 280 In J>is ojnr dra^t ware deuysid 
a dusan of bestis. 1584 Peele Arraignm. Paris 1, i, 
A dainty draught to lay her [Venus] down in blue, 1 667 
H. Oldenburg in Phil. Trans. II. 420 Sufficiently skilled 
. . to make a Draught of the Place. 1739 B. Martin Nat. 
Hist. Eng. II. 109 The Draught of an old Saxon Coin. 
i77g-8r Johnson Ascham Wks. IV. 62 r He. .embellished 
Inis pages] with elegant draughts and illuminations. 

‘ 0. 1583 T. Washington tr. Nicholav's Fay. iv. xxv. 14T 
Lively drafts of a woman of estate of Grmcia, of a Turky 
woman of meane estate [etc.]. 1658 Rowland Maufets 

Tkeat. Ins. 930 This sort Pennius referreth to the species 
of the Wasp, and so he describeth it in his drafts. 1796 
Stedman Surinam (1813) I. i. 19 , 1 took a draft of the un- 
happy sufferer. ' / 

+ b. Representation in sculpture ; a sculptured 
figure. 06s. 

1646 Cleveland King's Disguise 88 Porches wrought 
With Spbyn xes, Creatures of an Antique draught. 1638 
Sir T. Browne Gourd, Cyrus it. 103 The sculpture draughts 
of the larger Pyramids of ./Egypt. 1686 tr. Chardin’s 
Trav. 246 An old Tower built of Free-stone, of which you 
see the Draught in the Sculpture. 

28. spec. An outline, sketch,, or design, pre- 
paratory to a completer work of art. 

/573-80 BaretA/za D 1 166 The 'first: ordinaunce, or first 
draught, ■ which is ■ done with a cole, adumbratia. 1379 
Fulke Heskins* Pari. 58 The lambe [is] a shadowing 
% ure > hke the first draught of a painter. 1710 Shaftesb. 
Lharac. hi. Advice to Author 1. iii, 'Poetry,.', resembles 
the statuary’s and the painter’s [art] . . in this more par- 
ticularly, that it has its original draughts and models for 
study and practice. 1771 SrrJ. Reynolds Disc. iv. (1876) 
359 A composition of the various draughts which he had 
previously made from various beautiful scenes and prospects. 
*847 Emerson Poems, Day's Ration Wks. (Bohn) I. 482 
Why need I galleries, when a pupil’s draught, .fills and 
o’erfills My apprehension ? 

Image, representation ; something devised 
or designed like a work of art ; slight or pre- 
liminary sketch or outline, + 0. rarely draft . 

' rgfi* T. Norton Calvin's Inst. 1. v. (1634) 12 This way of 
seeking God. . that is, to follow these first draughts, which. . 
doe as m a shadow set forth a lively image of him. 1676 
Dryden Aitretigs. v. i. 2195 My Elder Brothers.. Rough 
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draughts of Nature, ill-design ’d and lame. 2796 Owen T rav. 
Europe II. 99 The Bay of Naples and its environs form a 
draught of higher and more finished scenery, than I have 
yet seen. 

0 . 2:579 Tomson Calvin's Semi. Tint. 92 Y 0 image of 

God, yea, y perfect image. .It is not a draft halfe drawen. 
29. A sketch in words ; a slight or concise 
account, 4 outline abstract. 0. sometimes draft. 

1503 Hawes Examp . Virt. Prol. i. The famous draughtes 
of poetes eloquent. 1369 TV Underdown e Ovid's Invert, 
ngst. /££sTitIe-p.,A short Draught of all the Stories and Tales 
contained therein. 1663 Epitaph at Beverley Minster, 
What ere I did beleeve, what ere I tavght . . Resurgam of 
them all is the fvll dravght. 1690 Locke Hunt. Und. 11. xxi. 
I 73 Thus I have, in a short draught, given a view of our 
original Ideas. 1712 Steele Sped . No. 302 r 8 This is but 
an imperfect Draught of so excellent a Character. 1751 
Johnson Rambler No. 151 f SUnable to compare the 
draughts of fiction with their originals. 

0 . 1873 H. Rogers Orig. Bible xi. (1875) 90 Drafts of the 
future state given by religious systems of human origin. 

f SO. A plan, map, chart, plot. Also Draft, 
q.v. 4 . 06s. 

1380 Hollyband Treas. Fr. Tong , ATignement \ a 
Carde or draught. 1635 N. Carpenter Geog. Del, 1. i. 2 
The general! draught of the whole Band. 1701 Boyer 
(title) The Draughts of the most remarkable Fortified 
Towns of Europe.^ 1875 Temple & Sheldon Hist. Norik- 
feid, Mass, 15 'This tract of low land was partly included 
in the Wells’s meadow draught. 

31. A 4 plan * of something to he constructed, as 
a building. Also Draft, q.v. 4 . 

1377 tr. Bullmger's Decades ( 1592' 396 That, .there should 
be lawes concerning draughts, and order of buy! dings. 1662 
Gerbier Princ. Ded., The makeing of a Sumptuous Gate 
at Temple- Barr, whereof a Draught hath been presented to 
his Sacred Majesty. 1789 P. Smyth tr. Aldrich’s Arch it. 
(i8r8) 79 Let the architect first make a draught on paper of 
the intended work. <1x850 Rudim. Navig. (Weale) 116 
Elevation , the orthographic draught or perpendicular plan 
of a ship, whereon the heights and lengths are expressed. 
It is called by ship- wrights the ‘sheer draught 
+ b. A pattern, an outline drawing. 06s. 

1394 Hooker Reel. Pol L 1. iii. § 4 Certame exemplary 
draughts or patternes.. x6xo Holland Camden's Brit, 1. 
342 When the corne is come uppe a man may see the 
draughts of streetes crossing one another. 

32. A preliminary ‘sketch* or outline of a writ- 
ing or document, from which the fair or finished 
copy is made. (Now usually Draft, q.v. 5 .) 

1528 Test. Ebor . (,Surtees) V. 250 Where ther is a draught 
of a Will of rnyne. 1659 Rushw. Hist. Coll. in. (1692) I. 
238 In the Draught of the BUI .. it was further specified 
[etc.]. cz68 a Beveridge Serm. {1729)1. 263 This was the 
first draught of the new covenant. <21715 Burnet Own 
Time (1766) I. Pref. 3 What I wrote in the first draught of 
this work. 1738 Birch Milton \ n M/s Wks. I. 3 There are 
two Draughts of this Letter in his own hand writing. 1823 T, 
Jefferson A utobiog. Wks. 1859 I 7, I prepared a draught 
of instructions to be given to the delegates. 1831 Brewster 
Newton (1855^ II. xiv. 31 We have found several rough 
draughts of the changes which he intended to have made 
upon the scholium. 

+ 33* Something drawn up or devised; a scheme, 
plan, design, device ; a plot ; an artifice. 0. 
rarely draft. 06s. 

*535 Stewart Cron. Scot. II. 101 Richt quietlie.-tbat 
draucht wes drawin. 1631 Rutherford Lett. (1862) 1 . 70 
The counsels and draughts of men against the kirk. 1751 
Pope Ep. Burlington 103 Greatness, with Timon, dwells m 
such a draught As brings all Brobdignag before your 
thought^ 0. 1873 H. Rogers Orig. Bible i. (1875) ax How 
much this draft of morality . . differs from that of heathen 
nations in general. 

XX. 34. The withdrawing, detachment, or selec- 
tion of certain persons, animals, or things from a 
larger body for some special duty or purpose ; the 
party so drawn off or selected; spec, in military 
use. (Now usually Draft, q. v. 2 .) 

. 1703 Land. Gaz. No. 3888/3 Orders .. for making a con- 
siderable Draught out of our Garison, in order to same 
Expedition. 1708 J. Chamberlayne St. Gti Brit. 1. m. x. 
(1743) 245 The several garrisons, from whence Draughts are 
made for the army. 1780 TV Jefferson Lett. Writ. 1893 
II. 343 We happened to have about 400 draughts raised . . 
and never called, out. 1794 T. Davis Agric. Wilts in 
Archxol. Rev. (1888] Mar., Draughts , hazel-rods selected 
for hurdle-making. 1872 Yeat & Growth Comm. 31 Draughts 
of labourers were employed in Spain. 

35. Comm. a. The ‘ drawing’ or withdrawing 
of money from a stock by means of an order written 
in due form. (Also Draft, q.v. 3 .) 

1633 T. Stafford Pac. Hib. 1. iii. 29 Fearing, .lest some 
draught might bee drawen upon them. ^17x3 Burnet 
Own Time (3766) I. 437 To get such draughts made on that 
bank . . that there should be no money current there. 1758 
Johnson Idler No. 47 1 3 Payments by Draughts upon our 
banker. 1838 Prescott Ferd. Is. n. xix. III. 338 Re- 
plenishing the exchequer by draughts on his new subjects. 

b. A formal written order for the payment of 
money, ‘drawn on% or addressed to, a person 
holding funds available for this purpose. (Now 
written Draft, q.v. 3 b.) 

1730-6 Bailey (folio), Draught ,a bill drawn by a Merchant 
payable by another on whom it is drawn. 1743 Fielding 
True Patriot Wks. 1775 335* X have sent you a draught 
on your tutor according to your desires. <2x754 — 
Ess. Char. Men Wks. 2762 IV. 358 [He] who relieves 
his friend in distress by a draught on Aldgate pump. 
[Note] a mercantile phrase for a bad note. 1767 Black- 
stone Comm. II. xxx. 467 In common speech such a bill is 
frequently called & draught, hut a bill of exchange is the 
more legal as well as mercantile expression. 1790 in Dallas 
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Amer. Law Rep. I. 193 Draughts ntacle payable to the 
party himself. [1786 — see Draft 3 b.J 

XII. 36. The act of drawing forth or out ; 
drawing (as of lots), rare. . 

1807 Robinson Archseol. Grxca in. xvL 264 To take 
fatidical verses .. written . . on little pieces of paper, to put 
them into a vessel ; out of which they drew them, expecting 
to read their fate in the first draught. 

1 37. fig. Extraction, derivation ; something de- 
rived, an emanation. 06s. 

1483 Festival l (W. de W. 1515) 76 The synne y 1 they had 
of the draught of kynde of our fader Adam and Eve. 2561 
TV Norton Calvin's Inst. 1. v. (1634) 11 Some say that Bees 
have part of minde divine, and heavenly draughts. 
f 88. A passage of a writing; an extract. 06s. 

1382 Wycuf Esther Prol., The whiehe boc the comun 
making drawith along hider and thider with the tome 
dra^tis. c 1385 Chaucer L. G. W. 2667 Hypermnestra , 
And seyde, herof a draught, or two. x6oi Holland Pliny 
W« 373 Extracts and draughts out of, those authors. 

1 39. An extract obtained by distillation. (Also 
draft.) 06s. 

1576 Baker Jewell of Health 230 b, To the draft or 
substance of the hearbs let the proper water be poured. 

40. The action of drawing liquor from a vessel ; 
the condition of being ready to be so drawn. 

<ri44o Promp. Parv. 131/1 Drawte of . . lycoure owteof a 
wesselle. 1831 Ofdc. Catal. Gt. Exit'd. I. 234 By this 
machine, wines, spirits, stout, &c„, can be kept on draught. 

41. Cookery . The entrails of an animal drawn 
out (cf. Dhaw v . 50 ). 06s. or dial. 

14. . Noble Bk. Cookrv (Napier 3882)^88 Tak the draught 
of samon and mak it clene and put it in a. pot. 1787 Mrs. 
Maciver in Kitchiner Cook's Oracle (1829) 373 Scotch 
Haggis, .mince the draught and a pretty large piece of beef 
very small. 1825-80 Jamieson; Draucht , the entrails of a 
calf or sheep, the pluck. 

42. A mild blister or poultice that 4 draws \ 

1828 Webster, Draught . . x8 A sinapism, a mild vesicatory. 

(So in later Diets.) 

43. Masonry } Arch., etc. (See quote.) 

*859-76 Gwilt FncycL Archil. Gloss., Draught* in 
masonry, a part of the surface cf the stone, hewn to the 
breadth of the chisel on the margin of the stone according 
to the curved or straight line to which the surface is to be 
brought. Ibid., In carpentry, when a tenon is to be secured in 
a mortise by a pin, and the bole in the tenon is made nearer 
the shoulder than to the cheeks of the mortise, the insertion 
of the pin draws the shoulder of the tenon close to the 
cheeks of the mortise, and it is said to have a draught. 
1864 Webster, Draught. .8 The bevel given to the pattern 
for a casting, in order that it may be drawn from the sand 
without injury to the;, mold. r88r Young Every Man his 
aztm Mechanic % 1313 Two chisel draughts are made at one 
side and the end of the stave something like what in joinery 
is termed a rebate. 

44. Weaving. The succession in which the 
threads of the warp are inserted into the h eddies of 
the loom in order to produce the required pattern; 
the plan of 'drawing* of a warp (see Draw w. 8 b). 

1822 A. Pedhir (title). Linen Manufacturer, Weaver, and 
Warper’s Assistant, with Tables, Drafts,. Cordings, etc. 
1875 lire's Diet. Arts III. 979 s. v. Textile Fabrics, As 
the operation of introducing the warp into any number 
of leaves [of heddles] is called drawing a warp, the plan 
of succession is called the ‘ draught \ Ibid. 982 Fig. 1953 
represents the draught and cording of a fanciful species 
of dimity. 

XIII. [Iii sense 4 6 withdr aught also occurs, 
and has been taken by some as the foil word 
whence draught has been shortened.] 

f 45; (? ) A cesspool, sink, or sewer. 06s. 

*533 Bellenden Livy v. (1822) 479 Now . . everie privat 
house hath the awin gutters and sinkes, for voiding of 
filthie excrementis, quhare before thay had ane commoan 
draucht. 1394 T. B. La Primaud. Fr. A cad. il 126 Our 
whole body is within as it were a stinking draught or puddle 
that emptieth itseife on enaery side as it were by sinks and 
gutters. 1600 Holland Livy 1. xi. Notes (1609) 1366 The 
image of this Cloacina was found in a privie or draught, 
called ■ : Maxima. %6o6 Sh aks* Tr. 4- Cr. v. i. - '82' . Sweet; 
draught ; sweet quoth -at ' sweet, sinke, sweet, sure. ■ ■ 1703 
T. N. City <5* C. Purchaser Pref. 12 Some make this Place 
the Draught of their Houses. 

+ 40. A privy : also draught- house ( see 48 ). 06s. 

ta xgoo Wyefcet (1838), 7 Christ sayde , all thynges that 
a man eatethe..is sent dowrie into the draughts awaye. 
13x3 More Rich. Ill Wks. 68/x This communicacion had 
he sitting at the draught [*543 Grafton Drafte], a con- 
uenient carpet for such a counsaile. 1530 Palsgr. 215/1 
Draught a prevy, oriraict. ,.1607: Shaks. ■ Timon . v. ■ i. 105 
, Hang them,, or stab them, drowne them in a draught. 1681: 

I W. Robertson Phrased. Gen. { 1693) 501 A draught or 
Jakes, latrbuz : secessus. 

0 * *537 in W. H. Turner Select. Rec. Oxford 142 [He] 
borowed a candell . . and serched the drawft and all the 
chambers on the hack side. 1532 Huloet, Draft or Jaques 
.. latrina. 

+ b. Evacuation.. Ohs, rare. 

1659 Macallo Can. Pkysick 6 IF in the draught there be 
found any piece of skin, it signifies the Guts to be ulcerate. 

XIV. attrib. and Comb. 

47. attrib. a. Of beasts r Used for draught or 
drawing (see 1 ). 0 . also draft. 

1466 Test. Ebor: IL 285 A draght ox. *523 F itzherb. 
Hush. § 70 Melch kye and draught oxen. 1642 in Rushw. 
Hist. Coll. hi. (1692) I. 777 Draught-Horses . . for the 
Artillery and Baggage of the Irish Army, 1786 Burke W. 
Hastings Wks. 1842 II. 141 Draught and carriage -bullocks 
for the army. *832 G. Downes Lett. Cont. Countries. I. 273 
Strengthened with additional draught animals, both horses 
and bullocks, we commenced the ascent [of the Simplon]. 
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$. x6o6 Shaks. 7 V. <$• Cr, n. i, tx6 Yoke you like draft- 
Oxen. 1682 Land. Gas. No. 1635/4 Five good Draft- 
Horses. 1847 Leichhardt Jrnl. In trod. 17 , 1 purchased 
five draft-bullocks. 

b. Of sheep: Drafted or selected from the flock ; 
see Draft sb. 7. 

e. Of liquor : On draught ; drawn or ready to 
draw from the cask : as draught ale , beer, etc. 

1893 d)aily News 27 Feb. 4/7 Whisky will keep, and draft 
ale will not. 

d. Of a document : Drawn up as a preliminary 
or rough copy. (Commonly Draft, q. v. 7 b.) 

*878 Seeley Stein XL 293 The document resembles closely 
. .the draught Proclamation. Ibid. III. 323 In the form of 
a draught Act of Federation. 

4 = 8 . Comb. a. in sense 1 (pull, traction), as 
draught-bar , - equalizer , -harness, -pole, -rod, - rope , 

» spring ; b. in other senses, as draught -phial (15), 
-player, -playing (22), f -raker (46), -furnace , 

- regulator (24). c. Special combs. Draught- 
board, the board on which the game of draughts 
is played ; draught-box (see quot.) ; f draught- 
boy » Draw-boy ; f draught-breadths sb. pi . , 

? the traces of a vehicle ; f draught- chamber, a 
chamber to withdraw or retire to, a private room ; 
draught-compasses sb. pi. (see quot); draught- 
dog * draught-hound ; (Draught- engine, the en- 
gine over the shaft of a coal-pit or mine ; draught- 
hole, a hole by which air is admitted to a 
furnace ; draught-hook (see quots.) ; f draught- 
hound, a hound used for tracking men or beasts 
by the scent [see Draw v. 74] ; + draught-house, 
a privy (=* sense 46) ; draught-line, a line on a 
ship marking the depth of water she draws; 
draught-net, a net that is drawn for fish; 
draught-spring, a spring inserted between the tug 
or trace of a draught-animal and the car, wagon, 
or other load, so as to relieve the strain at starting, 
etc. ; + draught- vice, some machine or vehicle for 
drawing a load ; draught- way, a way along which 
something is drawn ; a passage for a draught or 
current of air ; + draught- well, a draw-well. Also 
Draught-bridge, etc. 

1874 Knight Dict.Mech., * Draft-bar. x. A swingle- tree. 
2. The bar of a railway-car with which the coupling is 
immediately connected. 1726 Franklin Jrnl. Wks. 1887 L 
104 All this afternoon I spent . . at the *draft-board. a 1833 
Lamb Last Essays of Elia (Ainger 218) In. .books which are 
no books . . I reckon court calendars, directories, pocket- 
books, draught-boards bound and lettered on the back. 1874 
Knight Diet. Meek., * Draft-box . . an air-tight tube by 
which the water from an elevated wheel is conducted to the 
tail-race. 1687 Lond. Gas. No. 2301/4 A Patent, .unto Mr. 
Joseph Mason, for his new invented Engine, which saves all 
Weavers the Trouble., of a *Draft-Boy. 1617 Markham 
Cavnl. v. 54 The ^draught- bread thes or Coach treates, 
which extend from the breast of the Horse to the bridge- 
tree of the Coach. 1453 Marg. Paston in Past on Lett. 
No. 185 I. 250, 1 have take the mesure in the *draute 
chamer, ther as ye wold your cofors and cowntewery shuld 
besette. 1463 Bury Wills (Camden) 22Thechambyrabovyn 
the kechene, with the drawgth chambjr longyng therto, 
with the esement of the prevy longgyng thereto. 1706 
Phillips, * Draught-Compasses, a sort of Compasses with 
several moveable Points, to make fine Draughts of Maps, 
Charts, .etc. 1656-7 in 7th Rep. Hist. MSS. Com. App. 
575/2 A couple of whelps of the blood-hound strain to 
make *draugnt-dogs. 1884 Symons Geol. Cornwall 196 To 
increase the efficiency of the ^draught engine and to reduce 
the cost of fuel. 1874 Knight Diet. Meek., * Draft - 
equalizer, a treble tree ; a mode of arranging the whiffletrees 
when three horses are pulling abreast, so that all possess an 
equal leverage. 1548 Hall Chron Hen. VIII , 3 The 
saied Chariotes, and the ^draught harnesses. 1854 Ronalds 
& Richardson Chem. Technol. (ed. 2) I. 99 Above the sole 
of the furnace are three rows of ^draught holes. 1721 
Bailey, ^Draught Hooks. 1753 Chambers Cycl. Supp. s. v., 
Large hooks of iron fixed on the cheeks of a cannon car- 
riage, two on each side . . called the fore and hind Draught- 
hooks. .Used for drawing a gun backwards or forwards by 
men with strong ropes, called Draught-ropes. 1853 Gated. 
R. Agric. Soc. Show 2 A neck collar for. . Farm Harness . . 
has the draft-hook attached, and requires no hames. 1598 
Florio, Bracco , a beagle, a hound, a spaniell, a blood 
bound, a *draught hound. 1741 Compl. F am.- Piece h. i.291 
Having their Harbinger, Blood-hound or Draught-hound in 
Readiness, they begin the Chace. 1594 J. King On Jonas 
(1618) 69 They had. .a goddesse for their *draught-houses. 
1611 Bible 2 Kings x. 27 They.. brake downe the house of 
Baal, and made it a draught-house [Coverd. prevy house], 
1884 J. Payne Tales fr. Arabic I. 18 So thou mayest enter 
the draught-house, 1893 Act 36 y 37 Viet c. 85 § 3 The 
lower line of such . . figures to coincide with the ^draught 
line denoted thereby, a 1631 Drayton Wks. IV. 1495 (Jod.) 
With my *draught-net then I sweep the streaming flood. 
*873 Act 36$ 37 Viet. c. 71 § 14 Any person who shall shoot 
or work any seme or draft net for salmon. 1834 Good Study 
of Med. (ed, 4) HI. 396 The dose of this water .. was a 
*draught-phial full, and, consequently, about an ounce 
and a half. x886 Pall Mall G. 17 Feb. 4/1 The in- 
mates were sitting reading, ^draught playing, or other- 
wise amusing themselves. 1893 Ifrnl. R. Agric. Soc. Dec. 
715 The *draft-poIe is pivoted to eyes , . attached to the 
forward face of the main frame, a 1605 Polwart Fly ting 
•w. Montgomerie 758 Halland shaker, ^draught raiker. 1857 
Colquhoun Compl . Oarsman's Guide 32 (Locks). The 
^draught rod connects the paddle or sluice with the lever, 
the rack and winch, or the crowbar [that raises it]. 1874 
Knight Diet. Mech Draft-rod (Plow,), a rod extending 
beneath the beam from the clevis to the sheth and taking 
the strain off the beam, 1609 Holland Amm. Marcell. 


xvu. iv. 84 [The Egyptian Obelisk], .beeing layed upon 
certaine ^draught- vices and engines.. was. .brought into the 
Circus Maximus. 1835 Thiriavall Greece I. i. 17 Along 
this line, hence called the Diolcus , or *Draughtway, vessels 
were often transported from sea to sea. 2879 Cassell's 
Teckn. Edm. IV. 257. 2 The metal being kept perfectly cool 
by the increased draughtway. c 2440 Proinp. Parv. 231/1 
*Drawte welle, kaurium. 

Draught (draft), v. [f. Draught sb.] 

1 . tram. To draw off (a party of persons, animals, 
etc.) from a larger body for some special duty or 
purpose. (Now commonly Draft, q.v. 1.) . 

1714 Lond. Gaz. No. 5193/4 Who was Draughted into Sir 
John Gibson's Company of Invalid Serjeants, 2745 Gent l . 
Mag. 664 An order ..for draughting out of the train of 
artillery. . 130 matrosses. 1758 J. Blake Plan Mar. Syst. 
12 The commander . . shall draught off an equal number of 
men .. to supply their places. 2868 E. Edwards Raleigh 
I. xi. 21 1 The soldiers .. were hastily draughted off to their 
respective vessels. 

2 . To make a plan or sketch of ; esp. to draw a 
preliminary plan of (something to be constructed) ; 
to design. (Sometimes draft!) 

1828 Webster, Draft, to draw the outline, to delineate. 
1852 Kipping Sailmaking (ed. y) 138 To have a right 
understanding of draughting sails, geometry ought to be 
studied. 2863 Longf. Wayside Inn 1. Building of Long 
Serpent iii, Drafting That new vessel for King Olaf. 

3 . To treat with draughts (of medicine), ad- 
minister draughts to. rare. (Of. dose v.) 

3768 Foote Devil on 2 Sticks m. Wks. 2799 II. 275 Power 
. .to pill .. draught .. and poultice, all persons. 

4 . Masonry. To cut a draught upon: see Draught 
sb. 43. (Also Draft, q.v. 3 ) 

2848 [see ppl. a. below], 2888 Daily News 25 Sept. 3/2 
They [stones] are draughted all round, but left rough on the 
outer face. 

5 . Weaving. To draw (the threads of the warp) 
through the heddles of the loom : » Draw v. 8 b. 

Hence Draughted ppl. a., Draughting vbl. sb . ; 
esp. « Draught sb. 44. 

1796 H. Hunter tr. St. Pierre’s Stud. Nat. (1759) 
III. 529 The draughting of their children into the Militia. 
2848 W. H. Bartlett Egypt to Pal. xx. *2879) 438 The 
old wall, .with its large draughted stones. 1878 A. Barlow 
Weaving 108 (Cent.) The draughting or entering of the 
warp threads through the headies. 1889 Anthony’s Photogr. 
Bull. II. 228 Draftman’s tracing paper .. can be obtained 
of most dealers in drafting materials. 

For other senses, see Draft v. 
t Brau-ght-foridge. Obs. = Drawbridge. 

£1330 R. Brunnk Citron. (1820) 183 Was j^er non entre .. 
Bot a streite kauce, at \>e end a drauht brigge. C1380 Sir 
Ferumb. 2952 pe 3eates were panne sone y-schet, & pe 
dra3t-brige vp y-drawe. 2:1475 Piet. Voc. in Wr.-Wiilcker 
784/18 Hoc superfossorium , a drawtebryge. C2543 in 
Turner Dom. Arckit. III. 78 William Clebe. .hath made., 
atyour Tour of London . . a new draght brygge. 

Draughtman (dra*ftm&n). rare , 

1 . = Draughtsman : esp. in sense 4. 

1865 Dickens Mut. Fr. 1. iv, Lavinia, rising to the sur- 
face with the last draughtman rescued. 1891 E. A. Tillett 
St. George Tombland , Norwich 36 A bone draughtman, 
of the type used by the early Norsemen. 

f 2. nonce-use , in mornings draught-man «= a 
man who indulges in a morning’s draught (of 
liquor) ; a tippler. Obs. 

2710 Tatter No. 241 F 2 That the wholesome Restorative 
above-mentioned [Water-gruel] may be given in Tavern 
Kitchens to all the Mornings Draught-Men . . when they 
call for Wine before Noon. [In some later edd. printed 
morning draughtsmen, and so quoted by Latham, etc.] 

Hence Drau-gktmauship m Draughtsmanship. 

2870 Athenaeum 14 May 648 The artist has rendered the 
pathos of his subject with perfect skill in draughtmanship 
and modelling. 2874 Edin. Rev. No. 285. 179 As old as 
the Infancy of draughtmanship. 

Draughtsman, (dra-ftsmsen). PI. -men. See 
also Draftsman. [f, draught's , genitive of 
Draught sb. + Maw.] 

L One whose profession is to make drawings, 
plans, or sketches ; a man employed or skilled in 
drawing or designing. 

1663 [see Draftsman i], 2725 Leoni Palladio's Archit. 

(2742) I. 59 One of the best draughtsmen of our time. 1875 
Dawson Dawn of Life iii, 41 The. .drawings were executed 
by Mr. H. S. Smith, the . . draughtsman of the Survey. 1888 
Burgon Lives 12 Gd. Men I. iii. 345 Though he was no 
draughtsman, he was the author of a large portfolio of 
portraits. 

2 . One who draws up, or makes a draft of, a 
writing or document; one whose office it is to 
draw up legal or official documents. Now more 
usually Draftsman, q.v. 2. 

1759 [see Draftsman a]. 2825 T. Jefferson A utobiog. 
Wks. 1859 I. 40 The laws of which I was myself the mover 
and draughtsman. 1878 Seeley Stein I. 457 Jurist and 
parliamentary draughtsman. 2887 Spectator 4 June 762/1 
The actual draughtsman of the Report. 

3 . A man employed in drawing or pulling some- 
thing. rare. Also draftsman. 

2795 A. Anderson Narr. China in Morse Amer. Geog. 
(1796) II. 509 Fastening one rope to the mast, .the draftsmen 
take the rope on shore along with them. 

4 . One of the f men’ or pieces used in the game 
of Draughts; also Draughtman, q.v. 1. 

2894 ‘Chequerist’ (R. A. Williams) How to play 
Draughts well 8 The writer recommends the ‘Royal’ 
Draughtsmen of the British Chess Company, as retaining 
the upper man when a King is made. 


Draughtsmanship. Also Draftsman-, [f. 
prec. + -ship.] The function, quality, or art of a 
draughtsman ; skill in draughting or drawing. 

2846 Worcester cites Sir J. Herschel. 2862 Thornburv 
Turner I. 54 Turning the boy’s perspective, geometry, and 
architectural draughtsmanship to some account. 2884 
Athenaeum 6 Dec. 739/2 aI |» g°°d, sound draughtsman- 
ship prevails. 2886 Dicey Eng. Case agst. Home Rule 
(ed. 2)225 Hesitations of statesmanship betrayed themselves 
in blunders of draughtsmanship. 

Draughtswoman. [as Draughtsman.] A 
woman employed or skilled in drawing. 

2845 Lond. Jrnl. I. 191 [They] are likely to become bold 
landscape draughtswomen. 1882 Mrs. E. J. Worboise 
Sissie xli, She is a very fair draughtswoman. 

Brau*ght-tree. ? ( bs. The pole of a wagon 
or other vehicle, to which the drawing gear is 
attached. 

1580 Hoiayband Treas. Fr. Tong, Le Linton dvn 
chariot .. the beame whereon the ir n hangeth in a Waine, 
the draught tree of a wagon, coache, or carte. cx6xi 
Chapman Iliad xx hi. 358 His draught-tree fell to earth, and 
him the toss'd up chariot threw Down to the earth. 2789 
Madan tr. Persius (1795) 130 note , Ten 10 signifies the beam 
of a wain, or the draught-tree whereon the yoke hangeth. 
1793 Smeaton Edy stone L.% 109 Carts . . [having] a very 
thick axle-tree, upon which is fixed a stout planking or 
platform, that terminates in a draught-tree for steerage and 
yoking the cattle to. 

Draughty (drerfti) , a. [f. Draught sb. + -y 1.] 
X. Abounding in draughts or currents of air. 

3846 Mrs. Marsh Emilia Wyndham <L.\ In this draughty 
comfortless room I waited. 2859 R. F. Burton Centr. Afr. 
in Jrnl. Geog. Soc. XXIX. 123 A filmy shade that flutters 
and flickers in the draughty breeze. 

2 . Designing, artful, crafty: see Draught 33. Sc. 
1822 Galt Steam-Boat 289 (Jam.', I could discern that 
the flunkies were draughty fellows. 1823 — R. Gilkaize I. 
162 (Jam.) Ill be plain wi' you, said my grandfather to this 
draughty speech. 2829 Hogg Sheph. Cal. I. 233 Ye're 
a cunning draughty man. 

+ 3 . [Perhaps an alteration of the equivocal adj. 
Drafty.J Rubbishy; filthy. Obs. rare. 

2602 2 nd Pt. Return fr. Parnass. 1. ii. 251 The filth that 
falleth from so many draughty inuentions as daily swartne 
in our printing house. 

Hence Drau-ghtiness, draughty condition. 

2871 Daily News 13 Jan., It might prove an undesirable 
habitation for invalids on account of its draughtiness. 
Drauk, obs. form of Drawk sb. and v. 

Draunt, var. of Drant. 

Brave (dr^v). Sc. [northern form of Drove 
OE. draft] A fishing expedition in which several 
men take part, each supplying a net and receiving 
a share of the profits made. Later, A haul (of fish) ; 
also, a shoal. 

1733 P. Lindsay Interest Scot. 202 Artificers, Day- 
labourers, and Farmers Servants that live near the Coast . . 
make it a Condition with their Masters, to be allowed the 
Drave to themselves. 1769 De Foe's Tour Gt. Brit. I V. 18 
An Adventure of this Kind is called a Drave.. two or three 
Fishermen associate five or six Landmen, for there are 
commonly eight or nine Men to a Boat. 2793 Statist. Acc. 
Fifesh. IX. 445 (Jam.) The Drave, as it is here called, was 
seldom known to fail. 1854 Phemie Millar I. 224 Plietnie 
loved the stir and excitement of the great herring drave. 

Drave, obs. or arch. pa. t. of Drive v. 
t Dra’vel, V. Obs. Also 6 dravil, drevil, 
drefle. [Matzner suggests connexion with ON. 
drafa to talk indistinctly, draft tattle.] intr. To 
sleep unsoundly, have troubled sleep ; ? to talk in 
one’s sleep. 

23.. Gaw . $ Gr. Knt . 1750 In dre3 droupyng of dreme 
dvaueled )>at noble. 1513 Douglas JEneis viii. Prol. 1 Of 
drefling [ed. 2553 dreuillmg] and dremis quhat dowit to 
endyt? Ibid. x.xi. 96 Quhen mennis myndis oft in dravilling 
gronis. Ibid, x u. xiv. 52 Quhen langsum dravillyng [ed. 
2553 dreuillyng] on the onsound sleip Our ene oursettis. 

Dravel, obs. form of Drivel. 

Dravick : see Drawk sb. 

Draw (drp), v. Pa. t. drew (dr u) ; pa. pple. 
drawn (drg n). Forms : see below. [A Common 
Tent, strong vb. of 6th ablaut series : OE. dragon, 
drSz KdrSJi), dragen = OS. dragan, OHG. tragen , 
ON. draga, Goth. (ga)dragan : only in OE. and 
ON. with the sense ( draw, pull ’ ; in the other 
langs. with that of ‘ carry, bear \ 

On account of the phonetic development of original 
g in English, the modern conjugation deviates 
much from the normal type (as in shake, shook, 
shaken) ; the g of the present stem having passed 
through the labialized guttural spirant (7 W ), to 
(w), drag-, dray, dr any, drawy , drawh draw-. 
The same happened in ME. in the pa. t , where 
drag, drdh , became droy drouy drowy drowh, 
drough, draw ; but this was supplanted in 1 4-1 5th 
c. by drew, app. by assimilation to the originally 
reduplicated verbs of the series blow, blew, blown , 
and prob. first in the northern dialect, where these 
verbs retained their original -dw ( blaw , blew, 
blawen ; so draw , drew, drawen). (Through the 
modern pronunciation of ew, after r, as (it), drew is 
now pronounced as the historical drough would 
have been, if it had survived.) In OE. the 2nd 
and 3rd sing. pres. Ind. had umlaut, drsegst , drwhst , 
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drxgP- This was probably the origin of the by- 
form dray- of the present stem : see A. I fi. (A weak 
pa. t. and pple. drawed is occasional from 16th c., 
and freq. in illiterate speech. >] 

A. Inflexional JTorms. 

1 . Present ste?n. a. i dr as-, 2-4 dratp, (drach-), 

3 dra$h-, drah.-, 3-5 drauj-, 4-5 drauh-, 
dragh-, 5 draw 3-, (4-6 dr an-), 3- draw-. 

c807 K. Alfred Gregory's Past. Ivi. (1871) 431 Hit mon 
drazp. a 1000 Guthlac 699 (Gr.) Ongon . . drazan. c 1200 
Trin. Coll. Horn. 29 And swo dra3en hem to hire. Ibid. 
349 Louerd drah me after he. Ibid, 258 Louerd drau3 us 
neor )> e - c 1200 Ormis 15394 To draghenn hemm till 
hellegrund. a xzz$ Leg. Kath. 1991 f>e o^re walden drahen 
hit. ciz 75 Lay. 1338 Seyles [to] drawe to toppe. a 1300 
Cursor M. 21264 (Cott.) Four ar ]?ai • • b at draues [v, rr. 
draghis, draus, drawe] j?e wain, c 1340 Gaw. # Gr. Knt . 
1031 pere he dra^ez hym on dry3e. 1393 Langl. P. PL C. 
m. 190 Oure cart shal he drawe. 1540 Ludlow Churehw. 
Acc^ Camden) 3 To draue the clothe. 1552 Hulof.t, Draw 
as a paynter doth. 

A 3 dreih-, drei-, drey-, drai-, 5 6 dray-. 
12x225 Juliana 30 Elewsius . . het . . dreihen [v. r. dreaien] 
hire into dare h 11s. a 1225 Leg. Kath. 2237 Gultele.se, leaden 
And dreien to clea'Se. c 1275 Pains of Hell 89 in O. E. 
Misc. 149 And drey eh heom :n-to a wel. c 1460 Towneley 
Myst. i Surtees) 49 When his tyme begynnys to day, I rede 
no man fro hym dray. 1523 Fitzherb. Surv. ix. {1539} 13 
To dray any water like a pompe. 

% Past tense, a. 1 drog, droh, 2-4 dro3, dro3h, 
droh (3 drohh), 3-4 dron, 3-5 drow, 4-5 drogh, 
drou!}, drow!$, drowgh, drowh, drough (droch, 
droow, drob 

c 950 Lindisf. Gosp. John xxi. xx Simon Petrus, .dros h set 
nett on eor&e. c 1200 Ormik 8704 Horrs off fir itt dro3nenn. 
Jbid. 11907 He drohh h*r forh he bokess lare. Ibid. 14675 
Abraham .. droh hiss swerd. a 1225 Auer. R. no Vor hore 
uorlorennesse f»et drowen him to deaSe. c 1250 Gen. fy Ex. 
3909 Dis water him on-suuder dro3. c 1275 Lay. 16058 ]?ou 
drohe to h® vncdujje leode. a 1300 Cursor M. 4387 (Cott.) 
Sco drou \v. r. droghe] his mantel. Ibid. 24056 (Edin.) pat 
hi son har droch in place. 1382 Wyclif Jer. xxxi. 3 Y rewende 
dro^ thee, a 1400 Prymer (1891) xc6 He that droow me out 
of thewombe. c 1400 Destr. Troy 5290 And dro hym fro 
dethe. Ibid. 6207 Two dromondarys drowe hit. c 1430 
Pilgr. Lyf Manhode iii. Ivin. (1869) 171, I. .drowh my 
bordoun to me. 1480 Caxton Chron. Eng. vi. 12 Wolues. . 
al to drow hym. c 1500 Mery Jest Mylner Abyngton 239 
in Hazl. E. P. P. III. 109 At that worde the clarke loughe, 
And by the voice to her he drough. 

T In the following either a scribal error for droge, or con- 
fused with pa. t. of Drf.e v. 

a 1400 50 Alexander 3629 Cursoures h a i m dre^e. Jbid. 
5554 pai dre^e him vp to pe drye. 
fl. 4- drew (4 Sc. drewch, 5 drw, 5-6 drewe, 
dreue, drue). 

c 1320 Sir Tristr. 1299 Riche sail hai drewe. C1400 Beryn 
170 pey drow3 to dynerward, as it drew to noon. C1489 
Caxton Blanc hardy n v. 23 The wounde that drue hym 
toward to dethe. 1494 Fabyan Chron . vn. 352 Than the 
barons dreue towarde London. 1568 Grafton Chron. II. 
24 They drewe together. _ Ibid. 155 He drue more and more 
of his people into the Citie. 1594 Shahs. Rich. Ill , 1. iii. 
176 And with thy scornes drew’st Riuers from his eyes. 

7. drawed. 

1619 N. Brent tr. Sarpis Hist. Came. Trent (1676) 134 
There was no,. abuse which drawed not after it [etc.]. 1767 
Ann. Reg. X. Characters 204/1 [He] wire-drawed the books 
of Moses into a complete system of natural philosophy. 

3 . Pa. pple. 1 dr as on, 2-3 drajen, 4-5 draghen, 
drauen (4 drauhen, dragline, 4-6 draun(e, 
drawen (4-5 -in, -yn, ydrawe, drawe, draw), 
6- ydrawne, 6-7 drawn© , 7- drawn. 

1127 O. E. Ckron., Eall pset pa beon drajen. c 1250 Gen, 
4 r Ex. 13 Dis song is drahen on Engleis speche. at 300 
Cursor M. 20061 (Edin.) In opir inglis was it drawin [z». rr. 
draun, drawen]. 13.. Guy Waru>. (A.) 4499 Toward 
Inglond is Gij y-drawe. CX330 R. Brtjnne Chron. (1810) 
183 Drauhen ouer pe gate, a 1340 Hampole Psalter xix. 8 
pai ere draghen aboute. C1374 Chaucer An el. $ Arc. go 
The noble folke were to the toune ydrawe. c 1450 tr. He Imi - 
tatione n. ix. 50 To be drawe oute of himself, c 1550 
Lucrece <$• Euryalns , Envoy , Thys boke in Englysh drawe 
was. 1581 Hollyband Canipo dt Fiorxrz It shal be drawen 
with horses. 1646 P, Bulkeley Gospel Covt . 1, xxo They 
had drawn their curtains. 

fl. 3 dreien, 4 drayn, drain, 5 dreyn. 
c 1320 Sir Tristr. 1575 Wip his swerd al drain, a 1440 
Sir Degrev. 665 When the lordys were drawin [ rimes leyn, 
a^eynej \ • 

7. Weak forms. 

c v&o Arth. fr Merl. 6828 Thai were abrod y-dreyght. 
1580 T. Wilson Logike 58 b, Now, that we have drawed 
[ed. 1567 drawen] these wordes. .so fane. 

B. Signification. 

General scheme of arrangement : — 

I. Of traction ( # Generally. ** In specific applications. 
*** With specific objects. **** In transferred and figurative 
applications). II. Of attraction, drawing in or together. 
HI. Of extraction, withdrawal, removal (* With that 
which is taken as the object. ** With that from which the 
contents are taken as the object). IV. Of tension, ex- 
tension, protraction. V. Of delineation or construction by 
drawing (*To draw a line, figure, formal document, com- 
parison. **To draw a bill or demand note). VI. refl, 
and intr. Of motion, moving oneself. VII. In combinai- 
tion with adverbs (e. g. draw out). 

I. Of simple traction. * In the general sense. 
(The most general word for this ; other words, 
partly synonymous, as drag, haul , trail, tug, 
imply drawing in a particular manner or with 
special force.) 


1 . trans. To cause (anything) to move toward 
oneself by the application of force ; to pull. 

C950 Lindisf. Gosp. John xxi. 11 Astag Simon Petrus and 
drog past nett on eoroe. c xzoo Ormin 15394 To draghenn 
hemm till hellegrund. c 1400 Sowdone Bab. 2566 The 
Babyloynes of his hors him drowe. 1660 F. Brooke tr. Le 
Blanc's Trav. 140 By drawing threads out of the leaves. x66g 
Sturmy Mariners Mag. 1. 93 Draw your Sight-Vane 
a little lower down. 1697 Dampier Voy. I. vii. 165 Canoas 
. . will not last long, especially if not drawn ashore often and 
tarred. Ibid. xiv. 380 It comes off by only drawing the 
Cane thro your hand, 1700 S. L. tr. Fryke's Voy. E. 2 nd. 
16 A Shark came up to him, and drew him under Water. 
1709 Addison 2 'atler No. 163 ? x He drew a Paper of 
Verses out of his Pocket. 1786 Mad. D’Arblay Diary 
21 May, I . . drew my hat over my face. 3847 A. M. 
Gilliam Trav. Mexico 255 The buckle of my belt was never 
disturbed, except to draw it tighter, when I was pinched 
with hunger. 1870 E. Peacock Ralf Skirl. III. 95 Drawing 
her father aside for an instant. 1879 Dowden Southey iii. 
71 To draw the pen across six hundred lines, 
b. absol. 

ct 305 St. Lucy X05 in E. E. F. ( 1862) 104 Hi schoue and 
dro3e al Jxat hi mi3te. 1694 Acc. Sev. I^ate Voy. n. (xyiit 
131 The Rope of its own accord doth pull or draw very hard 
. . two such Ropes draw as much as a Man’s Strength. 

C. refl, \ with adverbial or other complement). 
(See also draw up, S9 b.) 

1885 G. Allen Babylon \, Mrs. Winthrop drew herself 
together. 1890 W. C. Russell Ocean Trag. I. vii. 141 
Wilfrid, .drew himself erect. 1893 Nat. Observer 23 Dec. 
138/1 Ermyntrude drew herself to her full stature. 

d. intr. (or passive. To be drawn, or to admit 
of being drawn, spec, in Pounding, etc. — Deliver 
vP 12. 

1635 Quarlfs Emblems 1. iv. 17 Thy Balance will not 
draw ; thy Balance will not downe. 1697 Dampier Voy. I. 
ii. 17 The Line in drawing after him chanc’d to kink, or 
grow entangled. 1703 Moxon Mech, Exerc. 179 That the 
String may draw tight upon the Work. s886 Mrs. 
Randolph Mostly Fools I. x. 299 The rope drew taut and 
parted in the middle. 

2 . To pull (anything) after one; to move (a 
thing) along by traction. Specifically used of 
a beast of draught pulling a vehicle, a plough, etc. 

c X200 [see A. 2 a] t> a 2300 Cursor M. 11654 (Gbtt.) A waine 
. .[>at drauen was wid oxen tuin. 1503 Act 19 Hen. VII, c. 
x8 Haling or drawing any such Trow, Boat, or Vessel. 
1593 T. Watson Tears Fancie iv. (Arb.) 180 In her Coach 
ydrawne with siluer Doues. 1648 Gage West Ind. xii. 54 
They.. drew after them stones, earth, timber. 1700 S. L. 
tr. Fryke's Voy. E. 2 nd. 263 We drew their Vessel along after 
us. 1889 I. Taylor Orig. Aryans 180 The Egyptians and 
the Hittites possessed war chariots drawn by horses. Mod. 
A locomotive drawing a long train of wagons. 

b. absol. or intr . esp. of beasts of draught; also 
fig. in phr. to draw together, or in one line - to 
4 pull together \ agree [obs.) ; also to draw with — 
to be in like case with (quot. 1604). 

1526 Tindale Phil. ii. 2 That ye drawe one waye. .being 
of one accorde. 1538 Bale Brefe Comedy in Harl. Misc. 
(Malh.) I. 215 Drawe only after his lyne. 1546 J. Heywood 
Prov. (1867) fiS We drew both in one line. 1548 Hall 
Chron., Hen. V. 65 b, An Antlop drawyng in an horse mill. 
1604 Shaks. Oth. iv. i. 68 Thinke euery bearded fellow that’s 
but yoak’d May draw with you. 1686 Lond. Gaz. No, 
2147/4 These three [horses] have all drawn. 1775 Sheridan 
Rivals 1. i, Does she draw kindly with the Captain ? 1844 
Jml. R. Agric. Soc. V. 1. 171 The horses draw abreast. 

e. intr. for passive. 

x65o F. Brooke tr. Le Blands Trav. 141 He.. puts on 
a white shirt that drawes on the ground, like persons doing 
penance with us. 1892 Field 19 Mar. 4x5/2 The Irish out- 
side cars.. draw lighter than an ordinary English cart. 

3 . transf. a. With the load as object ; To convey 
or carry in a vehicle ; to cart; to haul. 

c 1290 S. Eng. Leg. I. 39/185 Huy drowen jmt bodi so 
mildeliche. 1362 Langl, P. PL A. vii. 275 To drawe a- 
feld my donge. 1592 Shaks. Vert, Ad. 153 Two strength- 
less doves will draw me through the sky. 1790 Cowper 
My Mother* s Picture 49 Where the gardener Robin ..Drew 
me to school. .Delighted with my bauble coach. 1844 
Jml. R. Agric. Soc. V. 1. 282 The farmers generally draw 
the hay and coals for the cottagers. 

b. With the beast as obj. ; To employ in drawing, 
use for draught. ? Only in pa. pple. 

1679 Land. Gaz. No. 1423/4 One brown bay Gelding., 
trots all, and hath been much drawn. 1721 Ibid. No. 
5996/10 A grey Nag, used to be drawn. 

c. absol. Of hawks : see quot. 

1486 Bk. St. Albans A ij, We shall say that hawkys doon 
draw when they here tymbering to their nestes, and nott 
they beld, ne make ther nestes. 

** Tn specific applications. 

4 . To drag (a criminal) at a horse’s tail, or on a 
hurdle or the like, to the place of execution ; 
formerly a legal punishment of high treason. 

CX330 R. Brunne Chron . (1810) 247 First was he drawen 
for his felonie, and as a }?efe ]>an slawen, on galwes hanged 
hie. c 1400 Destr. Troy 1970 To be. .drawen as a dog and to 
dethe broght. 1460 Capgrave Chron. (1858) 287 [Serle 
was] condempned to be drawe thorow oute the good 
townes of Ynglond, and aftir to be hangen and quartered 
at London. 1480 Caxton Chron. Eng. eexliii. (1482) 288 
Juged to be leyd on an hurdel and than to be drawe thurgh 
the cyte of london to Tiborae. 1548 Hall Chron., Hen. 
VII, 47 After the fassyon of treytours to be drawen, 
. hanged and quartred. 1556 Chron. Gr. Friars (Camden) 18 
Whane they ware drawn e they had ther par done all 
and their lyffes. 1568 Grafton Chron. II. 191 Because 
he came of the bloud royall. he was not drawne, but was 
set upon an horse, and so brought to the place of execution, 
and there hanged, 3:769 Blackstone Comm. (1830) IV. vi. 


92 That the offender [in cases of high treason] be drawn to 
the gallows, and not be carried or walk. 1890 T, Cooper 
in Diet. Nat. Biog. XXI. 4/1 [Garnett] was sentenced to be 
drawn, hanged, disembowelled, and quartered. 

+ 5 . To pull or tear in pieces, asunder. Obs. 
a 1300 Cursor M. 9060 (Gott.), I war worthi wid hors be 
draum. c X420 Sir A mad as (Weber) 173 He seyd, the 
howndes schuld the flesch drawe. c 1489 Caxton Sonnes 
of Aymon iii. 06 Reynawde. .made Hernyer to be bounde 
hys foure membres. .to foure horses taylles, and soo he was 
drawnen all quyck, and quartered in foure peces. 1530 
Palsgr. 349 They had rather suffre their lymmes to he 
drawen in peces. 1700 Tyrrell Hist. Eng. II. 902 He was 
condemned to be drawn asunder by Horses. 1700 Fryke’s 
Voy. E. Ind. 276 To be drawn in pieces with Elephants. 

8. To contract, cause to shrink; to pull out of 
shape or out of place, to distort, 
c 1400 Lanfranc’s Cirurg . 99 pe crampe..in pe which 
sijknes cordis and pe senewis weren drawen to her bigyn- 
nynge. c 1450 St. Cuthbert (Surtees) 1074 So pat pe synnes 
in his ham. .was drawen samen. a 1691 Boyle Hist. Air 
(1602) 82 His mouth was so drawn awry, that ’t was hideous 
to behold. 1777 Sheridan Sch. .Scaua. 11. ii, She draws 
her mouth till it. .resembles the aperture of a poor’s-box. 
1847 Tennyson Princ. vn. 1x4 with all their foreheads 
drawn in Roman scowls. 1870 Swinburne Ess 4 Stud. 
(1875) 357 The face smiling, but drawn and fixed. 1892 
Cassell’s Fam. Mag. Apr. 279/1 Artificial teeth .. are apt to 
draw the mouth. 

To. intr. for refl. To contract, shrink. 

1530 Palsgr, 527 His skynne draweth togyther lyke 
burned lether. 1626 Bacon Sylva § 34, I haue not yet 
found certainly, that the Water it selfe . .willshrinke or draw 
into lesseRoome. 1893 Temple Bar Mag . X C V 1 1 . 157 Her 
dark brows draw together over her black eyes. _ 
t 7 . trans. To bring together by sewing (eriges 
of a rent, etc.) ; to mend (a rent) ; cf. also draw 
up, 89 c, and Fike-dra.w. Obs. 

1592 Greene Upst. Courtier in Harl. Misc. (Malh.) II. 
242 Haue they not a drawer. . to drawe & seame up the holes 
so cunningly, that it shall neuer be espied? xfixx .Cotgr., 
Rentraire . . also, to draw, dearne, or sow vp a rent in a gar- 
ment. Ibid., Reniraiciure . . also, a drawing of rent cloth ; 
adearning. 

*** With specific objects. 

8. trans . To pull up (a sail, a drawbridge), pull 
out (a bolt, an organ-stop\ haul in (a net), etc. 

0x275 Lay. 1339 Brutus hepte handli cables, seyles 
drawe to topjie. 01385 Chaucer L. G. IV. 1563 Hypsip., 
And drough his saylle and saugh hir neuer mo._ 1568 Graf- 
ton Chron. II. 326 The gate was sb ut and the bridge drawen. 
1646 Jenkyn Remora 27 The bridge of mercy will ere long 
be drawn. 1869 W. Longman Hist. Edw. Ill, I. xvii. 318 
He then drew the bolt, the door was opened. x88x Scrib- 
ner's Mag. XXI. 583/2 If we. .draw all the so-called ‘ stops’ 
[of a great organ], 1893 Longm. Mag. June 120 The net is 
drawn. 

b. Weaving, To insert the threads of (the warp) 
into the heddles in the proper order. 

187 s [see Draught sb. 44]. 

9 . To pull back the string of (a bow) in order to 
bend it so as to shoot ; to bend (a bow). Also, 
to pull back (the arrow) on the string. Also absol. 

To draw the long bozo : see Bow 1 4 c ; also Long Bow. 
c 1330 R. Brunne Chron. Wace (Rolls) 4379 Archers drowe. 
c 1440 Gesta Rom. i, 2 (Harl. MS.) J?e knyBt sawe him 
begynne forto drawe his bowe. 1548 Hall Chron., Hen. 
VII, 19 The Englishmen y fc . . might eyther stand or 
drawe a bowe. 1594 Shaks. Rich. Ill, v. iii. 339 Draw 
Archers, draw your Arrowes to the head. 1611 Bible 
1 Kings xxii. 34 A certaine man drew a bow at a venture. 
1766-88 Gibbon Decl. $ F. Ivi, Exercised, .to draw the 
bow. 1856 Froude Hist. Eng. (1858) I. ii. 173 He drew 
with ease as strong a bow as was borne by any yeoman of 
his guard. 

To draw a bead ; to take aim with a gun or 
rifle : see Bead sb. 5 d. 

10 . To draw bit , bridle , rein j to pull the reins 
in order to stop or check the horse ; to stop, halt, 
‘pull up’; also fig . 

1664, 1782 [see Bit sb. 1 8d]. ax6 90 Ld. Somerville 
Mem. Somerzdlles (1815) II. 349 He.. never drew bridle 
untill he came the lenth of Leads. 1828 Tytler Hist. 
Scot. (1864) I. 55 Surrey.. rode, without drawing bridle, to 
Berwick. 1840 Barham Ingot. Leg., Leech Folkestone, 
Scarcely drawing ^ bit. 1850 Tatis Mag. XVII. 51/2 
Karolus drew rein in the square. 

11 . To pull (a curtain, veil, cloth, etc.) over 
something so as to cover or conceal it, or aside or 
off from it so as to disclose it, Also fig. (See 
also Cubtain 1 b, Veil sb.) 

c 1420 Sir Amadas (Weber) 74 Over his heyd he drw bis 
hode. 1509 etc. [see Curtain sb. 1 1 b]. 1631 Gouge God’s 
Arrows 1. xxv. 36 When the curtens were drawne, all the 
people might see it. 1632 Milton Penseraso 36 And sable 
stole of Cyprus lawn, Over thy decent shoulders drawn, 
xyox De Foe True-born Eng. 1. 90 Satyr, be kind and draw 
a silent Veil. 1844 Dickens Mart. Chxiz. xii, In a room 
with all the window-curtains drawn. i86x Temple Bar 
Mag. I. 307 Let us draw a veil over this dismal spectacle, 
1891 Longm . Mag. Dec. 367 The sun bad gone down, but 
the blinds had not been drawn, 
b. intr. for refl. = passive. 

xnxx Steele Sped. No. 240 l» 3 Getting into one of the 
Siae-hoxes on the Stage before the Curtain drew. 1894 
Comh. Mag. July 38, 1 remember a carriage, .with curtains 
that drew in front of it. 

12 . To draw the cloth : to withdraw or remove 
the table-cloth after a meal; to ‘clear away’. 
(Now rare or arch.) + Also, in same sense, to draw 
the board or table (obs.). 

c 1320 Sir Tristr. 706 Clo]> and bord was drain {rimes 


DRAW. 


DRAW. 


bayn, fayn, etc,]. 1:3.. Coer de L. 4623 Aftyr mete the 
doth was drawe. 1393 Langu P. PL C. ix. 289 Let hem 
abyde tyl }?e bord be drawe. a 1791 Grosk Olio (1796) 1 1 1 
Come here, Wolley, and draw the table. 1823 Scott 
Quentin D.xx, When the tables were drawn . 18 . . Thackeray 
Ilaggarty’s Wife (1892) 489 When the cloth was drawn. . 
he would retire to his own apartments. x86x Temple Bar 
Mag. I 1 . 307 The cloth had been drawn, as the reporters 
write of public dinners. 1892 Eng. Illustr. Mag. Dec. 
192/2 People don’t even ‘draw cloths ’ any more. 

JL3. Of a ship or boat ; To displace (so much 
depth of water) ; to sink to a specified depth in 
floating, [So F. tirer tant d* ecm, seize pieds d eau, 
etc. It is not clear what the original notion is here.] 
1555 Edf.n Decades 7 The smauler vessetles which drewe 
no great depthe entered, 1590 Webbe Trav. (Arb.) 26 She 
dravves but xj foot water. 1627 Capt. Smith Seaman's 
Cram. xi. 54 The Ships that drawes most water are com- 
monly the most wholsome. 1634-5 Buereton Trav. {1844) 
5 Two feet more water than the ship drew. 178a W . Gilpin 
Wye C1789) 59 Our barge drawing too much water to pass 
the shallows. 1826 Examiner 2S9/1 A boat drawing six 
inches water. 1892 Blackiv. Mag. CLI. 321/2 Steamers 
for the Zambesi . .should not draw over 18 inches. 

Jig. x6ox Marston PasquU + Hath. t. 319 You may 
easily sound what depth of wits they draw. 

absol. '■ 1606 Sh aks. Tr. Or. n. iiii. 277 Light Botes may 
saile swift, though greater bulkes draw deepe. 

+ b. Of the sea or river. Obs. 
x6ox Holland Pliny I. 132 There be certain e trenches or 
channels in it that draw deepe water, wherein they may 
without danger saile. 

14. In Crickets To divert (the ball) to the 1 on ’ 
side of the wicket by a slight turn of the bat. In 
Golfs To drive (the ball) widely to the left hand. 

1857 Chambers s Information II. 690 'Cricket) The proper 
balls to draw are those which are pitched somewhat short 
..and come up rather within the line of your leg-stump. Ibid. 
696/2 (Golf) Draw, to drive wildly to the left. 1857 
Hughes Tom Brown it. viii. (1880) 352. 1893 Illustr. Sport- 
iug <£ Dram. News 8 Apr. 156/3 ■ Let him draw the ball or 
heel it, and the chances are he will drop into a lakelet. 

15. Billiards. To cause (a ball) to recoil as if 
pulled back, after striking another ball. 

**** In transferred and figurative applications, 

16. trans. To cause to come, move, or go (from 
or to some place, position, or condition) ; to lead, 
bring, take, convey, put. A1 so fig. e. g. to draw 
into example, precedent, comparison , consequence, 
practice, allowance, etc. Ohs. (exe. as associated 
with other senses), f To draw to death (also of 
(»*from) life ) : to put to death (obs.). 

c xzoo Ormin 10392 Ne nohhtne drashe icc upponn me 
To beon bridgume. a 1225 Juliana 4 Derfliche [he] droh 
ham to deafte. c 1250 Gen. Ex. 3806 And .iiii. score of Hue 
dra3en. 13. . E. E. A Uit. P. A. 698 Lord® by seruaunt 
dra^ nener to dame. 2375 Barbour Brace 1. 628 He in 
howrch hys landis drewch, c 1386 Chaucer Pars. T, r 165 
To drawen in-to mernorie b® goode werkes. ^1450 Merlin 
17 Than the luges d rough hem apart, arid cleped these 
other wemen. C1489 Caxton Blanckardyn v. 23 The 
wound® that drue ihyin toward to riethe. cx$gx in JLett. 
Lit. Men -(Camden) 78 Grosse practises, .to drawe the 
wealth of the land into his treasurie. 1*608 Hieron Defence 
m. 73 Kneeling, .was not dra wne into allowance and practise 
in the Church. . 1638 Sir T. Herbert Trav. (ed. 2) 90 He® 
alters, has- intent, and drawes his forces against /Kansas. 
1832 W. Irving Alhambra II. 22 He hastened to draw 
Hon from the seductions of the garden. 

■+ 17. To construct (a ditch, canal, wall, etc.) from 
one point to another ; to * lead ’. (L. due erel) Oh. 

c X400 Destr. Troy xix6o With dykes so depe draghen 
a-boute. 1603 Knolles H ist. T urks (1621) 89 A navigable 
ditch or cut, drawne out of the Nile, a 660 F. Brooke tr. 
Le Blanc’s Trav. 377 From this Lake they draw a Channell 
that sets certain Leather-Engines at worke. 1698 Fever 
Acc. ' E. India $ ■ P. 37 From ' the first Point a Curtain Is 
drawn with a Parapet. 1796 Morse A mer. Geog. II. 26 
A navigable canal has been drawn lately from Kiel . .to 
the river Eyder. 

+ 18. Cooker)'. To pass through a strainer; to 
bring to proper consistence (cl draw up, 89 d). Obs. 

ci 420 Liber Cocorum (1862) 16 Drauge hom thorowghe 
’ a streynour clene. c 1430 Two Cookery -Iks. 13 Draw he 
same brothe tlmrvve a straynoure. , 1*1440 Douce MS. 
53 fob 39 Draw it and do it in a pott. a 1550 In Vicary’s 
Anat. (1888) App. ix. x. 227 Drawe the pulpe of them 
thorough a stray ner. 

+ 19. To reader into another language or style 
of writing ; to translate. Obs. 

c 1250 Gen. <£* Ex. 13 Ut of latln 'Sis song is drawen on 
ewgkis spedhe. <7x375 Lay Folks Mass Bk. (MS. JB.) 32 

1 util englishe juis I draw hit. 1450-1530 Myrr. mer Ladye 

2 I haue drawen youre legend® and all youre seruyee in to 

Englysfee. aufyq ^ Surrey ptitle) The fourth Boke of 
Virgin . .translated, into EngILbe, and drawen into straunge 
metre. 1569 Fenton {title} A Discourse of Ciuile warres 
..in Fi-aunce, drawee into Englishe, ■ • 

+ 20. To bear, endure; suffer, undergo. Obs. (App. 
confused with .Dree.) 1 

a X223 Juliana 49 0 )»e pine ant te deft J>at he droh 
for mon. <2x225 Leg. Kafh. 19x4 Teonen and tintreohen 
J)e alre meast derue J>at eni deadlieh flesch Make drehen 
and drahen. a 1300 Cursor M. 16989 (Cott.) he pine he 
for me drou {G&tt. dreg^h], 

+ 21 . fig. a. To -adduce, bring forward, appeal 
to for confirmation (see also draw forth , 81 b). 
b. To assign, attribute, c. To tarn aside to a 
purpose, pervert, wrest Obs. 

a 1300 Cursor M. 14651 (Cott ) Him drau i me to mi 
warand, 1578 Tjmme Caluinc on Gen, 177 Paul draweth. 
the same to all mortal men in .all ages, a 1592 H. Smith 
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Wks. (1866*7) I. 173 If we cannot draw it to one of these, 
then we think it fortune. 1628 Earle Microcosm., Lascz- 
uioits Man (Arb.) 95 Whatsoeuer you speak, he will draw to 
bawdry. 2704 Swift T. Tub Apol., Passages, which pre- 
judiced or ignorant readers have drawn by great force to 
hint at ill meanings. 

+ 22. Ariih. To add (to, together) ; to subtract 
{out of) ; to multiply (into. in). Obs. 

c 1425 Crafte of Nombrynge (E. E. T. S.) 9 Draw 2 out of 
4, b an leues 2. Ibid. 18 Drav }>at x to 6 .. pc pat x cc 
pat 6 togedur wel be 7. x66o Barrow Euclid 1. xxxv. 
SchoL, Draw 3 into 4, there will be produced 12. 2709-29 
V. Mandey Syst. Math., Aritk. 23 Two Numbers given, 
to multiply one by the other, or to draw one into the other. 
x8ix Hutton Course Math. II. 291 The fluxion of .. the 
continual product of four .. quantities . . consisting of the 
fluxion of each quantity, drawn into the products of 
the other three. 

II. Of attraction, drawing in or together. 

23. To take in (air, etc.) into the lungs; to 
breathe, inhale ; to cause (a draught) to enter, e.g. 
into a ch imney or bellows. See also draw in, 8 2 c. 

13.. Coer.de L. 1780 Unnethe he might draw his blast. 
1375 Barbour Bruce iv. 199 He na mocht His aynd bot 
with gret panys draw. 1482 Caxton Reynard (Arb.) 17 
He drough his breth lyke as one sholde haue cleyde. 1544 
Phaer Regim . Life (1553) D viij b, Great heate in the brest. . 
is quenched in drawing colde ayre. 1637 Milton Lycidas 
126 [Sheep] Swoln with wind and the rank mist they draw, 
Rot inwardly. 1659 D. Pell Dnpr. Sea 271 The Male- 
stream- well . . of Norway . .draws water into it during the 
flood.. with such an avarous indraught. 1732 Berkeley 
Alciphr. 1. § 3 Alciphron.. stopped to draw breath and 
recover himself. 1810 Scott Lady of L. 1. xxii, 1 ne er 
before. . Have ever drawn your mountain air. 1862 Temple 
Bar Mag. VI. 223 Mellish drew a deep breath, 
b, absol. To take a draught (of liquor). 

1613 Purchas Pilgrimage 1(1614) 348 They had their cup- 
quarrels, striving who should draw deepest. 

24. absol. or intr. To produce or admit of a 
draught or current of air; said of a chimney, also 
of a tobacco-pipe or cigar. 

1758 A. Reid tr. Macqueds Chym, J. 269 Some chimney 
that draws well. 1833 Marryat P. Simple xxxvii, The 
frre does not draw well. 1883 Cambridge Staircase 100 
His pipe requiring to be prodded to make it draw. 

25. To attract by physical force, as a magnet; 
to contract, become covered or affected with (rust, 
heat, etc. ;: also fig). 

a 1225 A ncr. R. 160 Vor ne beo neuer so briht gold . . ne 
stel, k®t hit ne schal drawen rust of on bet is irusted. c 1315 
Shorhham 70 So drawy th by affiuite Wyth alle thyne sibbe. 
c 1400 Lanfrand $ Cirurg, 199 Bete lyme.. . til b^u drawe 
blood berto, 14x3 Pilgr. Sowle (Caxton 1483) iv. xxxiv. 83 
Bras draweth soone, ruste. a 1533 Ld. Berners Hu on cix. 
371 The Adamant drew so sore the Iron. 1563 W. Fulke 
Meteors (1640) 70 b, Jeat and Amber draw hayres, chaffe, 
and like light matter, but being before chafed. X6S9 Stormy 
Mariners Mag. iv. 138 The Points of the Needle. . are sub- 
ject to be drawn aside by the Guns. 1880 E. Kirke Garfield 
25 As the rod draws the electricity from the air. 

28. fig. To attract by moral force, persuasion, 
inclination, etc. ; to induce to come (to a place) ; 
to attract by sympathy (to a person) ; to convert to 
one's party or interest ; to lead, entice, allure, turn 
{to, into, ox from a course, condition, etc.). (See 
also draw zn 7 on, off, in VII, ) a. a person. 

cxi 75 Lamb. Hom. 53 To dr»3e lechurs to ham. CX200 
Ormin ions Her droh Johan Bapptisste wel j?e leode wibb 
hiss lare. c 1330 R. Brunne Ckron. JVace (Rolls) 14039 He 
, , by wif til In'S bore hab drawe. c 1450 tr. De PmUatione 
in. lix. 138 Grace drawib to god and to vertues. 1576 
Fleming Pampl, Epist. 98 I was drawn and allured ther- 
unto through the. 16x5 J. Stephens Satyr. Ess. A vjb, 
[They] have, .hanged their bills up to drawe customers. 
1648 Gage West hid. xii. 59 The people are drawne to 
their churches more for the delight of the musick. 1781 
Mad. D’Arblay Diary June, He endeavoured to draw 
him into telling the tale. x86i Hughes Tom Brown at 
Oxf lit. I t as wonderful, though, how you feel drawn to 
a man who feeds you well. 

b, the mind, desires, eyes, attention, etc. 
c 1230 Halt Meid. 33 For to drahen his luue toward hire. 
c X400 Apol, Loll, s pe synne of be heldar man drawib. . 
J>e hertis of b® Sungar in to deb- 1576 Fleming Panopl 
Epist. 358 They drawe the mindes of the people into an 
admiration. 1667 Milton P. L. ii. 308 His look Drew 
audience and attention still as Night, xyxx Addison Sped. 
No. 15 T 5 To draw the Eyes* of the World upon her. 1849 
E. E. Napier E xcurs. S. Africa IL 95 My attention being 
drawn to the spot, I saw an animal. 1884 L. J. Jennings 
in Croker Papers 1 . vi. ^54 A great bereavement . . drew 
his mind from public affairs. 

27. absol. To exercise allurement or attractive 
force . to prove an attraction ; to attract crowds. 

1586 A. Day Eng. Secretary 11. (1625) 94 Such, .as draw 
unto mischiefe. 1656 Bp. Hall uccas. Medit. (1851) 117 
All draws towards liberty and joy. 1708 Prior Turtle 4 * 
Sparrow 190 Example draws, when Precept fails; 1870 
Dowell Study Wind. 375 Mr. Emerson always draws. 1884 
Fortn. Rev. 1 Nov. 703 Lord Randolph Churchill is 
sure to * draw ’ enormously wherever he goes. 

28. To influence in a desired direction, induce 
(to do something). (See also draw on, 86 c.) . 

■ 1568 Grafton Ckron. II. 205 The Spencers had so drawne 
the king to doe and consent to whatsoever they required. 
2639 S. Du Verger tr. Camas' Adsnir. Events 13 I say 
not this.. to draw you to desire _ me for your wife. 1667 
Milton P„ L. ft. 472 Aihazhis sottish Ccmqueronr, whom he 
■drew Gods Altar to disparage. 1763 J. Brown Poetry 
Mims. xiii. 231 When I am drawn to attend *nore ±0 the 
Binder than to what is Sung. xSga Argosy May 359 When 
he liadtdrawn me to love him. 


29. To bring together, gather, collect, assemble., 
Obs. exc. as associated with other senses. 

1568 Grafton Ckron. II. 143 Into the marches of Wales 
where they drewe to them great power. 1595 Shaks. John 
iv. ii. 1 18 That such an Army could be drawne in France. 
1736 Lediard Life Marlborough L 63 An Army of about 
1600 Men was drawn together. 

b. intr. for fefi. To come together, gather, 
collect, assemble (about, around, to some centre). 

a 1300 Cursor M. 159x1 (Cott.) Mani drou a-bote bat fire. 
C1420 Ckron. Vilod. 964 All his frendus. .drowyn aboint 
hym theke and fast. 1538 Wriotheslky Ckron, (1875) I. 
83 The great resorte of people that) drue to his sermons! 
1791 Mrs. Radcliffe Rom. Forest Ii, Our desolate party 
drew round it. 1849 Tails Mag. XVI. 27/2 The whole 
party drew round the table. 

30 . To bring about as a result, cause to follow 
as a consequence, entail, induce, bring 011 . (See also. 
draw in, 82 e, draw on, 86 b.) 

c 1340 Cursor M. 26649 (Fairf.) A synne or twa vnbete 
ai dragh ay ma & ma. 1548 Hall Ckron., Hen, VII, 7 
’he proverbe sayth, tareynge draweth and ieopardeth 
perell. a 1626 Bacon Max. + Uses Com. Law ix. (16361 35 
Any default or laches, .either in accepting the freehold, or 
in accepting the interest that drawes the freehold. 1869 
A. W. ward tr. Curtins' Hist. Greece II. 111. ii. 392 This 
act drew after it important consequences. 

31. To cause to fall or come upon ; to bring 
(evil, calamity, etc.) upon. (See draw down, 80 b.) 

c 1340 Cursor M. 18729 (Fairf.) Fut grete veniaunce is on 
him draw. 1628 Earle Microcosm., Rash man (Arb.) 96 
The occasion [that] drew this mischiefe vpon him. 1698 
Fryer Acc. E. India <$• P. 113 Which drew the Forces of 
the Sultan his Master upon him. 1736 Lediard Life. 
Marlborough I. 126 He drew upon Himself, immediately, 
that Swarm of Enemies. 1823 Examiner 65/2 They are 
drawing an themselves their own ruin, i860 T. Martin 
Horace 29 Rage drew on Thyestes the vengeance of heaven. 
III. Of extraction, withdrawal, removal. 

* With that which is taken as the object. 

32. trans. To pull out, take out, extract (eg. a 
cork from a bottle, a tooth from the jaw, a charge 
from a gun, a nail, screw, etc. from what it is fixed 
in, bread irom an oven, stone from a quarry, a 
root, pole, young plants, stumps at cricket, etc. 
from the ground, a card from the pack). See also 
draw out, 87 a. 

a 1300 Cursor M. 996 (Cott.) Adam .. was wroght at 
vndern tide, At middai eue draun of his side, c 1400 
Maundev. (1839) ix. 100 Men make drawe the braunches 
here of, and beren hem to ben grafted at Babiloyne. 1562 
J. Hrywood Prov. <5* Epigr. (1867) 98 This peny father 
drue his purse apase. 1622 Mabbe tr. Aleman's Guzman 
d’A If. 1 . 46 The other Country-fellow, that was. . drawing his 
Cards. 1703 T. N. City # C. Purchaser 255 Some in draw- 
ing of .St-one make use of Gun-powder. 1708 Mottkux 
Rabelais v. xxi. (1737) 95 The Batch . . in the Oven was to 
be drawn. 1709 Steele Toiler No. 34 P 5 To cut off Legs,, 
as well as draw Teeth. 1752 Scots Mag.. Aug. (1573) 402/2 
Having drawn the shot of the loaded piece. 1828 Exam-, 
mer 658/1 He would have drawn the cork.. 1842 Jml. R. 
Agric. Sac. III. 11. 387 A poor crop of turnips.. one half of 
which was drawn, and the other eaten off by sheep. 1850 
* Bat ’ Crick. Man. 40 The time for drawing the stumps 
depends. .upon pre-arrangements. 1870 Hardy & Ware 
Mod. Hoyle 156 (Besique) When a player draws two cards 
instead of one,, be intimates the fact at once. Mod. That 
onion bed is fit for drawing [ = thinning]. 

absol. (Cards) 1 870 Hardy & Ware Mod. Hoyle 154 
(Besique) The winner of a trick is the first to draw from 
the pack. ’ 1891 Field d 8 Mm. 842/3 The dealer can only 
draw from the stock. 

33 . To pull out or extract (a sword or other 
weapon) from the sheath, etc., for fight or attack. 

C1200 Trht. Coll, Horn. 6r He wile his swerd dra^eni- 
a 1300 Cursor M. 7764 (Cott.) pou dragh b* suercl and sla 
me her. ,<7:1320 Sir T ristr. 1575 Ysoude to tristrem 3ode 
Wib his swerd al drain. <7x489 Caxton Sonnes ’of Aymon 
i. 27 The barons . .drewe alle theyr swerdes._ 1^3 Holly 
“band Campo di Fior 191- Every man draw his knife. 1678 
J. Phillips Tavernier ' s Trav., India m. xxiv. 202 The 
Java Lords . . Drawing their poyson’d Daggers, cry’d a 
Mocca upon the English, killing a great number of them. 
x7oo Congreve Way of World v. x , Yon may draw your fox 
1/ you please, sir. 1736 Lediard Life Marlborough I. 351* 
They had obliged him to draw the Sword. 1852 Thackeray 
Esmond a. xiii, Are you going to drawn sword upon your 
friend, in your own house? 

b. absoi. (sc. the sword.) . 

1592 Shaks. Rom. fy Jul. 1. i. 69 Draw, if you be men; 
1628 J. Rous Diary (Camden) 27 The Captaines . . drewe 
upon 1 the ■ sayiers with ■ greate fury. 17x9 Dk Foe Crusoe 
jSf, ; W« fired our pistols, .and then drew. . *862 Temple 
Bar Mag. IV. 306 It is hut ill fighting and base fence to 
draw upon a foe in a coach. 

■ c. fig . ' ' To draw one's sword against : ; to attack , 
‘take up arms ’ against, assume ,an attitude of 
hostility to. So to draw one's pen or quill 
against, to attack in writing. 

<*1683 .Sidney Disc. Govt. 11. xxxv. (1704) 153 He that 
draws his Sword against the Prince . . ought to throw away 
the Scabbard. 1704 Swift T. Tub Apol., That this 
answerer had . drawn his pen against a certain great man. 
1735 Pope Frol. Sat. 1 51 Yet then did Gildon draw his vena] 
quilL. 1,759 Goldsm. Bee, Augustan A^(Globe) 4 J 4 / 1 Many 
members of both houses of Parliament .drew their jpens t or 
the Whigs. 1849 Macaulay H ist. Eng. I. 624 The two 
bishops insisted on Monmouth’s owning that, in drawing 
the 'sword against the government, he had committed » 
great sin. ' ■ ■ . 

34 -. To pull or take one from a number of things 
(‘ lots’) so as to decide something by chance; 
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usually in phr. to draw cutis, to draw lot is (see i 
Cut sbd, Lot), Also absol. 

a *300 Cursor M. 16699 (Cott.) A-bute his kirtel drou f>ai i 
cutt, qua suid it here a-wai. 1386, etc. [see Cut sbP j). \ 
£■1440 Promp. Parv. 131/1 Drawe lotte, sorcior. 1552 
Huloet, Drawe cutte or lottes, sortio. 1634 SirT. Herbert 
Xrav. A iij b, The World’s a Lott’ry ; He that drawes may | 
win. 1832 Examiner 614/1 Drawing straws, for guilty or j 
not Vuilty, were infinitely preferable. 1870 Morris Earthly \ 
Par. IX. m. 287 Then we . .shared the spoil by drawing short 
and long. x886 Lesterre Durant I, xi. 159 They had drawn 
for partners, and he was congratulating himself ou his luck, • 
b. To obtain or select by lot, 

1709 Steele Taller No. 124 r 1 Neither of them had 
drawn the Thousand Pound. 1791 Boswell Johnson 11831) ; 
V. 2x5 Johnson was once drawn to serve in the militia, j 
x8*6 Keatings Trav. (1817) II. 2x4 The jury is drawn very j 
fairly. x86« Temple Bar Mag. IV. 25.1 She contributed her • 
half-crown to a Derby sweepstakes, .and triumphantly drew j 
the winning horse. | 

85, To separate or select from a group or heap ; j 
spec. a. To select and set apart (sheep) from the j 
flock, for breeding or fattening, or on account of 
disease or defect, b, To separate (seeds) from the j 
husks, e. Falconry . To remove (a hawk) from 
the mew after moulting. 

14.. Tretyce in W. of Henley* s Hush. (1890) 54 Euery ; 
yere onys betwixt ester and wbitsonday draws your shepe ■ 
and loke yeff jrcy be dene. 1523 F itzherb. Husb. § 40 To ; 
drawe shepe, and seuer them in dyuers places. x6xx ? 
Markham Countr. Content, j, v. (1668) 36 Hawks for the ; 
field would be drawn from the mew in J uue. 1839 Jrnl. R. \ 
Agric. Sac. I. n. 169, I then proceeded, .to draw forty ; 
wether hogs out of my flock of Leicesters. 1845 Ibid. VI. j 
11. 373, I drew two lots of lambs on the 15th of April. 1847 
Ibid. VIII. 11. 283 The cost of * cobbing \ separating the 
[clover] seed from the stalks, and ‘ drawing separating the 
seed from the husk by hand. x866 Ibid. Ser. 11. II. 1. 165, 

I get all my seeds drawn by contract. .It took me five days J 
to cob and draw the 45 bushels of Anthyllis which I drew. 
38. To drag or force (a badger or fox) from his 
hole. (See also s.v. Badger sb* 5 .) 

1834 Medwin Angler in Wales I. 272 You see this little 
terrier . . many a fox has he drawn from earth. 1838 [see 
badger-dr -awing s.v. Badger sbA 5]. 1844 J. T. Hewlett 

Parsons $ W. iii, Bait cats and draw badgers. 1870 Blaine 
Encycl. Rur. Sports § 1751 If the fox must be drawn by 
a hound, first introduce a whip, which the fox will seize, 
and the hound will draw him more readily. 1884 Ld. 
Randolph Churchill Sp. 28 Oct., I will, .take the earliest 
opportunity I can find of seeing what I can do to draw the 
badger. 

+ 37. To withdraw ; in Sporting, to withdraw 
(the stakes), or to withdraw (.a horse) from com- 
peting in a race. Obs. 

1597 Shaks. 2 Hen. IV, 11, 1 , 162 Co, wash thy face, and 
draw thy Action. 1698 Luttrell Brief Ret (1857) IV. 365 
;[The match] betwixt the Yorkshire mare and Mr. Framp- 
ton’s horse the Turk for s©q£ is drawn fey consent. 1708 
Brit. Apollo No. 72. 2/1 We wou’d . . advise the Wagerers 
to draw Stakes. 1809 Brit. Press 5 Apr. in Spirit Pub. 
Jrnls. ()8xo 1 XIII. 61 He [a horse] was drawn at the late 
Westminster races. 1838 j. H. Newman Lett. 1x891) II. 
258 If he would specify any Tract which he wished drawn 
from publication . . I would do so forthwith. 1857 Hughes 
Tom Brown n. lx. (1880) 368 ‘ Rory,©- More drawn. Butter- 
fly colt amiss shouted the student. 

38. To leave undecided (a battle or game). Also 
absol. [Original sense unknown ; see Drawn 3 .] 
1837 Penny Cyel. YII. 51/1 (Chess) In this critical position, 
white having the move can draw the game by checking 
[perpetually). 1878 Besant & Rice Celia's Arb. v, Once 
or twice the battle was drawn by foreign intervention. 1892 
Graphic 10 Sept. 302/3 The tendency to draw a match 
rather than gain a victory at the cost of an individual 
wicket or two is far less marked. 1895 Westm. Gaz. 2 Nov. 
7/3 If First Trinity wins, it will -be the .first success they have 
had since they drew twenty-one years ago. 

89. To take (water) from a well, etc. by haul- 
ing or pumping up. Also absol. b. Mining. T o 
raise (ore) to the surface in buckets. 

4*1300 Cursor M. 5687 (Cott.) pai war drauand watur. 
4x1300 Vox ',+ Wolf 277 in Ret. Ant. II. 278 He com to the 

■ putte, and drou. . c 1450 Mirour Salnacioun 11x5 The thre 
stronge watere drew vpp out of a cistern e. *549 Coverdale, 
etc. Erasm. Par. Col. 4 Of this fountayne maye we easly 
drawe. 2585 T. Washington tr. Nicholafs Foy. 11. xrii. 

■ .60 A smal bucket to draw water with. 1697 Drvden Virg. 
Georg, iv. 540 With Waters drawn from their perpetual 

•• Spring. 1797 Monthly Mag. Ill, 322 The engine, .has been 
employed, ever since its erection, in drawing water, full 
' seventeen . hours per day, : 1892 Leisure Hour Aug. 662/2 
: [They] congregate to draw their water at the old pump. 

40. To cause (liquid) to flow from a vessel 
through an opening ; to obtain (drink) from a 
cask, etc. by a tap or the like .to cause (blood) 
to come Sowing through a wound. Also absol. to 
draw liquor ; in quot. 1598 , to exercise the trade 
of a ‘drawer* (Drawer 1 2 ). 

x 39£ Lwgl. P. PI. C. xxn. 401 Ich cou+e . . drawe at one 
hole 1 hicke ale and kynne ale. c 1400 Maundev. (Roxb.) 
'***• 95 per may na nianer of yme dere him ne drawe blude 
of him. 1362 J. Heywood Prov. 4- Epigr. (13867) 178 The 
■■ Butler drawth and drinkth foeere. *398 Shak s. Merry W. 
1. 111.11, I will entertain e Bardolfe he shall draw; he shall 
^P- x &34 Sir T. Herbert Trav. 24 The Toddy is dravvne 
^ . (f? Palmito-tree. 1697 Drvden Virg. Georg. xu. 239 
Ibezr Stings draw Blood. 1737 Bracken' Farriery Impr. 
\J7 5 6) I. 193 Blood is drawn at several Periods. 186a 
temple Bar Mag. VI. 529 You may draw me a mug of ale. 

b. To draft) it mild: (a) tit., in reference to 
beer .; ip) fig. (colloq.) to be moderate in statement 
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or behaviour ; to refrain from exaggeration. So, 
to draw it strong , in the opposite sense. 

1837 Thackeray Ravenswing iii, Dress quiet, sir : draw it 
mild. 1842 Barham Ingot. Leg., Misadv. Margate, A pint 
of double X, and please to draw it mild. 1864 Sala in 
Daily Tel. 6 Apr., Our ladies faithfully promised to ‘draw ; 
it as mild * as possible ; but when they made their appearance 
in most splendid array, I felt rather uncertain as to what the 
consequences might have been if they had drawn it strong. 

41. To extract (a liquor, juice, etc.) by suction, 
pressure, infusion, or distillation. 

a 1550 in Vicary's A nat. (1888) App. ix. iv. 222 Drawe the 
museeilage of them with rose-water and white wyne. 1574 
Hyll Conjee t. Weather v, To drinke clarified whey simply, 
or drawen with cold herbes, is then very healthful. 1639 
J, W. tr. Guibert's Char. Physic, n. 73 To draw the Juice of 
Cherries. . take out the stones and pressethem. 1730-6 Bailey 
( folio) s.v., To draw as tea. 1747 Wesley Prim. Physici 1 762) 

83 Oil of sweet Almonds newly drawn. 1836 Fonblanque 
Eng. under 7 A dmvnist. (1837) III. 313 How are the gravies 
to be drawn, if the cook goes to church? 1838 Dickens 
Nick. Nick, ix. He will be here by the time the tea’s drawn. J 
b. Said absol. of the teapot ; also intr . of tea. j 
1820 Black w. Mag. VIII. 14 [The tea) took a long time to 1 
draw, 1836 Genii. Mag. June 627/x, I like the teapot 
always to have time to draw. 1891 Morning Post 25 Dec. ; 
6/s If people buy strong Indian tea and put the same j 
quantity into the pot as they do of China tea the liquor j 
draws too strong. 

42. Med. To cause a flow of (blood, matter, ! 
‘humours*) to a particular part ; to promote sup- j 
puration. Also absol. of a poultice or blister. 

CX400 Lanfrancs Cirurg, 227 And leie feerto resol uyng j 
feingis feat ben not to strong, and feat feei drawe not to | 
harde. 1607 Topsell Serpents (1658) 808 He scarified the j 
place, and drawed it with cupping-glasses. 1626 Bacon 
Sytva § 38 Rubarb draweth Choller. . Agaricke Flegme. j 
1875 H. C. Wood Therap . (1879) 5^5 In order for a 
blister to ‘ draw ’ thoroughly, it usually has to be left on j 
some eight hours. 1890 Blackmore Kit 4 * Kitty (ed. 3) | 
III. vii. 96 As soon as his poultice began to draw. 

48. To convey away (water) by a channel, etc. ; j 
to drain off ; also absol., and intr . (for refi.) to j 
drain off, percolate. 

1607 Topsell Serpen is (1658) 766 They forsake the water j 
when iit draweth or falleth low. 1794 Agric. Surv. K incard. ; 
368 (Jam.) The sub-soil is so concreted- . that water does not j 
draw or filter beyond a few feet of distance. 1845 Jrnl. 
R. Agric. Soc. VI. 11. 573 The deep drains draw the water 
from a distance of 22 feet. 1856 Ibid. XVII. m. 488 It is a 
common belief that water draws better down a .curved drain 
than a straight one. 

44. fig. To take or obtain from a source ; to 
derive. 

a 1300 Cursor M. 5581 (Cott.) Of Israel sede. .wald he 
drau his manhede. c 1400 Lanfranc's Cirurg. 193 Now 
we ban medycyns drawen of ,\\. wellis and of manie 
xnaistris. c 1473 Partenay 1 44 On of faire . . Of the wh ich I am 
dra%ven lynyaily. 1332 Abp. Hamilton Catech. (1884) 12 
Foure familiar exempills drawin fra the haly scripture. 1376 
Fleming Panopl. Epist. 376 The stocke from whence he 
draweth his descent. 1634 tr. Martinis Cong. China 232 
Which kind of custom happily the Chineses drew from the 
Persians. 1758 Johnson Let. to Langton 21 Sept, in 
Boswell, The consolation which is drawn from truth., is 
solid and durable. # 1871 Freeman Norm . Cong. (1876) 

. IV. xviii. 197 This incidental hint may perhaps draw some 
j indirect confirmation from the highest evidence of all. 

b. intr. or absol. To obtain supplies, resources, 
information, etc from a source. (See also 66.) 

1829 Examiner 772/2 His Lordship has drawn from other 
sources than his own brain. 1867 Freeman Norm. Cong. 
(1876) I. App. 702 We get a spirited account of the battle, 
from which I have not scrupled to draw largely, 

< 5 . intr. for refi. To be derived, spring from, 

1847 Tennyson Princ. y, 395, I know Your prowess,, 
Aiac, and what mother’s blood You draw from. 

45. To take, receive, or obtain (money, salary, 
revenues, etc.) from a source of supply. 

1396 Shaks. Merck. V, iv. 3 . 87 If euerie Ducat in sixe 
thousand Ducates Were in sixe parts, and euery part 
a Ducate, I would not draw them, I would haue my bond. 
1603 — Lean . 1 . 87 What can you say, to draw A third, 
snore opilent then your Sisters? 1779 J. Moore View Sec. 
Pr. (1789) I. xx iv. 195 And draw a revenue from the poor 
inhabitants. 1830 Tails Mag . XVII. 532/2 [He] drew his 
salary quarterly. 1871 Morley Voltaire (1886) 210 Neither 
could ^ he forget to draw his pension from the King of 
Prussia. *879 Sala Paris Herself ieA. 4) II. vii, 85 Ladies 
who have come to the Bank to draw their dividends. 

48. To cause to eome forth or 'issue to elicit, 
‘fetch’, call forth, evoke, spec, in Cards , To 
cause (a particular card or cards) to be played out. 

<*1300 Cursor M. iS22:(Cott.) Organis harp and o[>er glen. 
He drou ban oute o musik neu, . £490 Caxton Eneydos vii.: 
33 Theyentendyd to drawe from hir som wordes seruynge to 
theyr. '.entenaon. 1634 Bm T. Herbert Trau.js Which 
drew aforetime many a teare from the distressed Christians, 
i 171 1 .Steele Sped. No. 252 f 3 So great an Orator in this 
| Way, that she draws from me what Sums she pleases. 

1861 Temple Bar Mag. II. 280 He drew from me all the 
: information I had been able to elicit. 1878 H. H. Oibbs 
Ombre 41 He draws all the trumps and wins all the tricks. 
47. colloq. To rouse (a person) to action, speech, 
l or anger ; ' to induce to come forth, * fetch * ; ' to irri- 
fate, exasperate. (Cf. 36 , also draw out , 87 g.). 
i860 Thackeray Philip (Farmer), The wags ..can 
I always, as the phrase is, ‘draw * her father, by vspeaking of 
: Waterloo, or battles in general. .1890 Mrs. Hungerford 

Bom Coquette II. xx. 220 The hostess Is not here to foe 
badgered and worried .and -drawn. 1892 Lentzner A ustra- 
lian Werd-bk, 21 Draw, to vex, : to infuriate, .undoubtedly 
a metaphor from ‘drawing a badger’. 2892 Guardian 


DRAW- 

10 Aug. 1 178/2 He has striven v. to '‘draw* his opponents 
and to exasperate them. . 

48. To deduce, infer (a conclusion, etc. from 
premisses). (Cf. also 64 .) 

1576 Fleming Panopl. Epist. 176 note, A conclusion 
drawne from hope and bonne esperaunce. 1693 Hum. 4* 
Com a Town 132 From innocent Looks drawing what Con- 
clusions they please. 1701 Norris Ideal World l vii. 343 
We may hence draw an argument backward for the ne- 
cessity of truth. 1795 Gentl. Mag. 541/1 Astonished at the 
logick which could draw such an inference. 1847 Marry at 
Childr. N, Forest viii, What inference would you draw 
from that ? 1,885 S. Laing Mod. Sc, 4* Mod. Tk. <1894) 146 
Conclusions drawn from a totally different class of facts. 

** With that from which the contents -are taken 
as the object. 

49. To extract something from, draw out the 
contents of; to empty, drain, exhaust, deplete. 
To draw dry : to empty or exhaust of liquid 3 
also fig. 

1376 Fleming Panopl. Epist. 378 To declare . . it would . . 
drawe the veyne of mine invention drie. c 1586 C’tess 
Pembroke Ps . cxv. vi, The conduites of his store. He never 
dry shall draw. 1389 Nashe Pasquil <§• Marforhis 22 Firie- 
ouens. .and when they are drawn, theydeliuer .9. .batch for 
the deuils tooth. 1630 R. Johnson's Kingd. Commw. 522 
The Persian warre, .[has] drawne drie his Coffers. i6€6-y 
Perys Diary 24 Feb., Their oven was drawn by ten o’clock 
at night. 1844 Jrnl. R. Agric. Soc. V. 1. 49 The calf should 
be allowed to draw the cow fully. Ibid. 281 Carrots do not 
draw the ground more than swede turnips. 1892 Labour 
Commission Gloss. , Drawing a Pan, taking out of a pan the 
draught of salt which has accumulated there. 

50. To draw out the viscera or intestines of; to 
disembowel (a fowl, etc. before cooking, a traitor or 
other criminal after hanging). 

In many cases of executions it is uncertain whether this, 
or sense 4, is meant. The presumption is that Where drawn 
is mentioned after hanged, the sense is as here. # 

c 1320 Sir Tristr. 1797 Sche swore foi godes rode pat 
schuld ben hong and chain, 1373 Barbour Bruce 1. 278 
Sum thai hangyt, and sum thai drew, c 1420 Liber Cocorum 
(1862) 35 j?o crane schalle fyrst enarmed be . . Dragun at \>o 
syde as wodcockis. c 1440 Promp, Parv. 131/1 Drawe fowly& 
or dysbowaylyn . .eviscero. 1465 Paston Lett. L No. 90. 135 , 1 
was arestyd . . and was thretenyd to have ben hongyd, drawen, 
and quarteryd. 1536 Chron. Gr. Friars in monument#. 
Franciscana (Rolls) II. 152 Thys yere was Roger Mortemer 
erle of March hangycl and drawne at Tyborne for tresounu 
1655 Culpepper R iverius 1. vi. 27 Take a Goose or Duck that 
Is fat, pluck it and draw it. 168a S. Pordage Medal Rev. 
17S Those men, whom they can neither hang nor draw. 1790 
Burke Fr. Rev. Wks. V. 166 We have not been drawn and 
trussed, in order that we may be filled, like stuffed birds in a 
museum, with chaff and rags. 1893 Field 4 Mar. 331/1 The 
proper mode of removing the neck, crop, and merrythought^ 
and drawing the fowl. 

51. To draw a net through or along (a river or 
shore) for fish. Cf. Drag v. 7 . 

a. 1440 Sir Degrev. 113 He drowhe reveres with fiysh. 1673 
in Descr. Thames (1758) 83 That no Person do hereafter 
presume to draw the Shores in the River of Thames. 1758 
Descr. Thames 52 Where Fishermen that draw the Shores 
usually resort. 1784 Cowper Lett. 28 Nov., When they 
drew the river, they presented us with a fine jack. 

52. Hunting, To search (a wood, covert, etc. ) 
for game. Also absol. 

1583 Stanyhurst AEneis iv, (Arb.) 98 When they shal in 
thickets thee coouert maynelye be drawing. 1686 [Blore] 
Gentl. Re ere at. n. 78 When a Huntsman beats a Wood to 
find a Chase, 'tis called Drawing the Covert, 1789 G. White 
Selbome (1875) 319 Though the huntsman drew Harteley 
Wood, .yet no stag could be found. i8sp J.EmsoN Brittany 
ix. 143 To open the hunting season by drawing the forest., 
for wolves. 1891 Field 7 Nov. 693/2 Two of the . . coverts 
were drawn without success. 

absol. 1749 Fielding Tom Jones vn. v. You have lost 
the hare, and I must draw every way to find her. 1819a! 
Field 7 May 663/3 While the hounds were drawing, aholloa 
, . made known the whereabouts of a fox, 

b. Tib draw (a covert, etc.) blank ; to search it 
without success ; also to draw a blank, and intr. for 
reft., to draw blank. ' '{With allusion to drawing a 
blank in a lottery ; cf. 34 b, and Blank sb. 4 ,) 

183a Eg.-Warburtqn Hunt. Songs ii. (1883) 7 The man. # 
Whose heart heaves a sigh when his gorse is drawn blank. 
1838 A. F, W. Drayson Sporting Semes- S. Africa 215 
Some of these woods had been drawn blanks. 189a 
Illustr. Sporting 4- Dram, News 3 Dec. 29/3 The Laurels 
: , . and the Willo ws all drew blank. >■ 

53. colloq. To elicit information from (a person) ; 
to ‘ pump . 

2857 Reade Course Trite Love 223 I’ll draw the Farmer ! 
1891 A then&mn 5 Sept. 330/1 It is a pity that the dramatist 
lets himself be drawn by the interviewer. 

TV. Of tension, extension, protraction. 

54. To pull out to a greater length or size; to 
stretch, distend, extend, elongate ; to spin {a tlnread). 
Also absol., and intr. for reft. (See also draw 
abroad, draw out, in VII.) 

<2x300 Cursor M. 12409 (Gdtt.) J>is tre jrai droght haira 
bituine. x$vx-xz Act 3 Hen, Vi If c. 6§ 1 The byer .of 
wollen clothes , . shall not drawe the same clothes . . by 
teyntour or wynebe^ X625 Hmrs Anat. Ur, 11. vi. 88 Any 
might haue drawne It as if it, had bene some glue or .bird- 
lime. J655 W. Fulhe's Meteors Obs. 164 Though Gold be 
drawn into the smallest wire. 1742 Pope Dime. iv. 590 Or 
draw to silk Aracbne’s subtile line. 1747 Stovin in Phil, 
Tram, XLIV. 37a The. Skin drew or stretch’d like a Piece 
of Doe- Leather. 1824 Mirror III. 383/2 Had we but the 
art of drawing threads as fine as a spider’s web. 

t b. To stretch on the rack ; to rack, Obs, rare,. 

148 x Caxton Godfrey lv. 1(1893.) 9 $ They .made foyra to be 
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drawen and payned to saye the trouthe. 1483 — G. de la 
Tour cxl 197 Rather I shold leteme drawe than I shold 
telle it ageyn. 

55. fig. To extend, lengthen, prolong, protract. 
(See also draw along ; 77 b, draw out , 87 d.) 

a 1300 Cursor M. 791 (Cot t.) Quat bot es.lang mi tale to 
draw. 1483 Caih. AngL 107 ft To Drawe on longe or on 
lenght, crastinare, prolongare. 1598 Barret Theor. Warres 

I. i. 1, 1 will drawe my leisure and poore skill to the vtter- 
most. *619 Beaum. & Fl. King fy No King 1. i. 8 Thou 
drawst thy words. 1847 L. Hunt Jar Honey hi. (1848) 119 
The sense of hushing solemnity is drawn to the finest point. 
1885 Athenaeum 23 May 661/1 The anguish of the last 
chapters is too long drawn. 

56. techn. a. To straighten out (straw, etc.) by 
pulling it repeatedly lengthwise, for thatching, etc. 
b. To make (wire) by drawing a piece of metal 
through a succession of holes of diminishing size 
and thus extending it in length, c. To form (a 
glass tube or the like) by drawing molten glass out 
in length, d. To flatten out (metal) by hammer- 
ing or otherwise, e. Cotton* spinning, etc. To 
elongate and attenuate (the slivers of cotton, wool, 
or flax), by passing them between successive pairs 
of rollers revolving at different speeds, f. To 
spread, plaster over (a wall or ceiling). 

1509 [see Drawn i]. 1606 Durham Grassmen's Acc. 

(Surtees) 33 For the carrage of y J straw to y bull house and 
for the drawinge of yt, 14^. 1701 Mem . St Giles's (Surtees) 
98 Paid for drawing the new whins, and spent, 8-s, 6^. 1721 
Lond. Gaz . No. 5965/4 A Work-house for . . Drawing Wyer. 
*783 Phil. Trans. LXXIII^oThe glass tube had been just 
drawn at the glass-house. 1833 J- Holland Manuf Metal 

II. 334 Wire is drawn either by hand, or by steam, water, or 
other power. 1837 Penny Cycl. VIII. 95/2 (Cotton-spinning) 
The next operation is called drawing . . The object . . is to com- 
plete . . the arranging of the fibres of cotton. longitudinally, in 
a uniform and parallel direction, and to remedy all existing 
inequalities in the thickness of the sliver. 1841 in R. Oastler 
Fleet Papers (1842) I. xlviii. 380 Being employed in ‘ drawing 
lace ', when only twenty-one months old. 

57. Naut. intr. Of a sail : To swell out tightly 
with the wind. 


1627 Capt. Smith Seaman's Grant, lx. 41 We haue a .. 
faire wind, and all sailes drawing. 1762 Falconer Shipwr. 
11. 189 The mizen draws; she springs aloof once more. 1835 
Marry at Pirate ix, The schooner had let draw her fore- 
sheet, 1840 R. H. Dana Bef. Mast xxii. 66 Her yards were 
braced sharp up, every sail was set, and drew well. 1893 
Harper's Mag. Apr. 716/1 The canvas either drew full, or 
was absolutely slack. 

+ 58, intr. To extend or amount to. Obs. 

1501 Bury Wills (Camden) 87 As myche mony as iij 
quarters shall drawe to. 1563-4 in Willis & Clark Cam- 
bridge (1886) II. 571 Top pieces for the west wyndowe 
whiche drewe to xxi fote of glass. 

t b. trans. To amount to. Obs. 

c 1462 J, Paston in Poston Lett. No 461. II. 114 To have 
the seid plase and certeyn of his live lode of gretter valew 
than the charge of the seid college schuld drawe. 14 ., 
Tretyce in W. 0/ Henley's Hush. (1800) 51 Your costes clone 
vpon pe seid acre dra withe n]d. Sc jd. ob. 

V. Of delineation or construction by drawing. 

* To draw a line , figure, formal document, 
comparison , etc . 

69. To trace (a line or figure) by drawing a 
pencil, pen, or the like, across a surface ; to cut (a 
furrow) by drawing a ploughshare through the 
soil. 

C1305 Edm. Conf. 223-5 in E. E: P. (1 862) 77 To arsme- 
trike he drou.3. .And his fig ours drou3 aldai. .Arsmetrike is 
a lore J>at of rigours al is And of drau3tes as me draweb in 
poudre. 1551 Recorde Patkw. Knowl. 1. Defin., A Straight 
tyne, is the shortest that maye he drawenne betweene two 
prickes. 1552 Huloet, Drawe a furrow with a plowe about 
a place, *559 W. Cunningham Cosmogr. Glasse 130 Wyth 
th’ one fote of your compasse (placinge th* other foote 
in K.) drawe Cyrcles. 1669 Stormy FlarineVs Mag. 1. 24 
The Center, .from which Point all Lines drawn to the 
Circumference are equal. 1781 Cowfer Conversation 380 
Like figures drawn upon a dial plate. 1890 Sir S. W. 
Baker Wild Beasts I. 159 These cuts were as neatly 
drawn across the skull as though, done by a sharp pruning 
■ , knife. 


b. To draw a (or the') line (fig.) : to determine 
or define the limit between two things or groups; in 
mod.colloq. use (esp. with at ), to laydown a definite 
limit of action beyond which one refuses to go. 
,*793 Trial ofFyshe Palmer 42 It is difficult, .to draw the 
line. 1821 Examiner 582/1 They know how to draw the 
line between private and public feeling. 1832 Blackw. 
Mag Jan. 129/x Lord Brougham then proceeds, after 
stating that it was ‘ necessary to draw a line somewhere ’. 
*88* Scribner's Mag. XXI. 409/2 Feathers and flowers are 
different things. You must draw a line somewhere, an’ I 
draw it at feathers. 

00. To make (a picture or representation of an 
object) by drawing lines; to design, trace out, 
delineate ; formerly also, to mould, model. 

15 rtPilgr.Perf. (W. de W. 1531) 194 b, We rede that 
saynt Luke the euangelyst drewe and made an ymage of 
our Sauyour Jesu. 1654 R. Codrington tr. Hist Ivstine 
599 He could draw the figures of men exactly [x6o6 make 
Images] in Earth or Clay. 1659 D. Pell Impr. Sea 576 
Will a Picture continue that is drawn upon an Ice ? 1661-2 
Pepys Diary 1 Mar., My wife and I by coach. .to see my 
little picture that is a drawing,, 17x1 Addison Sped. No. 83 
? 5 All the Faces he drew were very remarkable for their 
Smiles. 1821 Craig Led. Drawing iv. 203 The forms of 
the figures . . were finely imagined and correctly drawn. x86x 
Temple Bar Mag. III. 24 He drew cartoons on wood. 
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b. To represent (an object) by a drawing or 
picture; to delineate, depict. 

1581 Pettie Guazzo's Civ. Conv. m. (1586) 156 b, Having 
to draw the singular beuties of Helen. 1602 Shaks. Ham. 

h. i. 91 He fals to such peru sail of my face, As he would 
draw it. 1634 Sir T. Herbert Trav. 18 Here are many 
rare sorts of Birds . . one only I have drawne. 1833 Meek. 
Mag. 341 Those who draw the objects on wood, as well as 
engrave them. 1861 Temple Bar Mag. III. 304 Leech has 
drawn him in Punch five hundred times. 

e. fig. To represent m words, describe. Also to 
draw a portrait or picture of in same sense. 

<7x374 Chaucer Troylus i\. 213 (262) And sith thend is 
euery tales strength . . What should I paint or drawen it on 
length. X586 A. Day Eng. Secretary 11, (1625) 51 Having 
drawne his portraiture, I send the first counterfeit to him- 
selfe. 17x2 Addison Sped. N 0. 309 T 7 Mammon’s character 
is so fully drawn in the First Book. 1850 Tails Mag.fi.yVL. 
249/1 Macaulay . . draws a flattering picture of William’s 
capabilities. 189X Sat. Rev 19 Dec. 696/2 The character of 
Pamphilus . . shows how Terence could draw a young man. 

d. absol. or intr. To trace the lines of a figure ; 
to practise the art of delineation. ^ 

1530 Palsgr. 526 He draweth as well in blacke and whyte, 
as any man in Englande. 1732 Berkeley Alciphr . 1. § 11 
Did those great Italian masters.. always draw with the 
same ease and freedom? x86x Temple Bar Mag. III. 23 
He could draw from the * round \ 

01 . Masonry, trans. To shape (stone-work) by 
cutting off thin slices. (Cf. Draught sb. 43.) 

1703 Moxon Mech. Ex ere. 183 The work is hewed or 
drawn pretty near a Round. 

f 62 . To devise, contrive ; to set in order, 
arrange, array. Obs. ( See also draw up , 89 f.) 

(In quot. 1230, the sense is very doubtful.) 

<7x230 Mali Meui. 23 J?e flurs pat beoS idrahe p[e]rcn . . to 
tellen of hare euene ne is na monnes speche. c 1540. tr. Pol. 
V erg. Eng. Hist tCamden No. 29) 179 Burning with rage 
incredible .. he drew a plot for the lord Hastinges. a 1586 
Satir. Poems Reform, xxxvi. 98 Judas, .ane vyler draucht 
nor thow did neuer draw. 1587 Turberv. Trag. T. (1837) 
142 Straight she drew a plot to have him slaine. 1663 F. 
Hawkins Youth's Behav. 83 The matter of any Book or 
Science, drawn into Indexes or Tables. 

63 . To frame (a writing or document) in due 
form ; to compose, compile, write out. (See also 
draw out , 87 h, draw up , 89 g.) 

a 1300 Cursor M. 20059 (Cott.) In sotherin englis was jt 
draun, And turnd it haue i till our aun Langage o northrin 
lede. 1526 Pilgr. Per/. (W. de W. 1531) 1 b, I thought it 
necessary to drawe a treatyse for myselfe. 1548 Hall 
Ckron ., Hen. VII , 21 A forme of a league and amitie 
shoulde be drawen with condicionSj clauses and cove- 
nauntes. 1596 Shaks. Merck. V. iv. 1. 394 Clarke, draw a 
deed of gift. 165 . Pefys Diary (1879) IV. 92 Drawing the 
letter we are to send. 1722 Sewel Hist. Quakers 11795) 
II. vn. 25 Caused an indictment to be drawn against us. 
1829 Examiner 779/2 Acts of Parliament were drawn so 
negligently. 1879 L. Stephen Johnson iii. 72 Langton had 
employed Chambers, .to draw his will. 

+ b. intr. To write or treat of. Obs * 
a 1300 Cursor M. 23x5 (Cott.) Of abraham now wil we drau 
[v. r. dragbe, drawe]. Ibid. 28868 And fur per mater es 
gode to knau, Of almus sal i for-per drau. 

04 . To frame, make, formulate, lay down, 
institute (comparisons, contrasts, distinctions, etc.) 
[App. of very composite origin , having affinities in 
varying measure with senses 16, 48, 59 b, and 63.] 
1789 Mrs. Piozzi Joum. France I. 136, I .. drew inces- 
sant censures on his taste. 1802 Mar. Edgeworth Moral 
T. (1816) I. xx. 190, I .. avoided drawing comparisons be- 
tween your son and F. 1823 Keble Semi. ii. (1848) 31 He 
has been drawing, in strong colours, a contrast between the 
punishments and the rewards. 1831 A. Fonblanque Eng. 
under 7 Administ. (1837) II. 157 Praying that a distinction 
may be drawn between [etc. ]. x86 8 Gladstone Juv. Mundi 

i. (1870) 4 Nestor . . draws a somewhat similar contrast 
between the heroes of his youth and those of the Greek 
army before Troy. 1875 Jowett Plato (ed. 2) I. 21, I have 
heard Prodicus drawing endless distinctions about names. 
1876 J. S. Brewer Eng. Studies iv. (1881)201 Comparisons 
were drawn in his favour to the disadvantage of his brother. 

** To draw a bill or demand note. 

65 . Comm. To write out in due form an order 
to pay money on the writer’s account ; to write out 
(a bill, cheque, or draft). Const, on, upon (the 
person who has to pay). 

1671 Crowne Juliana m, Draw bills of death, they shall 
be paid on sight; X will . . pay as fast as you can draw on 
me. 1722 De Foe Col. Jack (1840) 213 She should draw 
bills upon me. 1776 Trial of Nundocomar 23/2 Bollakey 
Doss drew a draught on Benares in favor of Lord Clive for 
a lack of rupees. 18x7 W. Selwyn Law Nisi Prius (ed. 4) 
II. X171 C. drew bills of exchange on B. for the price of the 
goods. x86x Dickens Gt. Expect, li, With instructions to 
draw the cheque for his signature. 1892 J. Adam Com- 
mercial Corr. 24 The person who writes the ‘order to pay' 
is said to draw the Bill. 

b. absol. in same sense; also, less strictly, to 
make permitted demands on ox upon (a person) for 
funds. To draw against , to issue drafts in con- 
sideration of (value placed in the drawee’s hands). 

1671 [see prec.]. 1732 Gay Let. to Swift x6 Nov. in S.'s 
Lett. (1766) II. 171 You may now draw upon me for your 
money, as soon as you please. 1809 R. Langford Introd. 
Trade 26, I have . . taken the liberty to draw upon you for 
^5000. x86x Temple Bar Mag. I. 504 Remit Frank his 
allowance without drawing on our income. Ibid. III. 218 
She has unlimited power to draw on my banker. 1866 
Crump Banking iii. 78 It is expected that the portion of the 
credit consisting of those documents, will not be drawn 
against until sufficient time shall have elapsed for them to 
be cleared. 


60. intr. To make a demand or draft upon (a 
person, his memory, imagination, etc.) for re- 
sources or supplies of any kind. 

1797 Hist, in Ann. Reg. 166/2 England, to meet the war 
of assignats, drew upon the finances of posterity. 1840 
Barham Ingot. Leg., Ghost Introd, It is on my own 
personal reminiscences that I draw for the following story. 
1855 H. Rogers Ess, II. vii. 323 The narrative . .here* 
and there draws largely on our faith. 1859 Jrnl. R. Agric. 
Soc. XX. n. 488 (Wheat] draws less upon the natural 
powers of the soil. x86o Temple Bar Mag. I. 41 They 
drew amply upon their imagination when facts failed. 

VI. (refi. and intr.) Of motion, moving oneself. 
+ 67 . refi. To draw oneself : to move oneself, 
betake oneself, come, go, proceed, approach to or 
towards ; to withdraw, retire, or remove from. Obs. 

c x2oo Ormin 10656 Sanht Johan droh himm 0 bacch. 
Ibid. 11545 patt illke mann birr|? drashenn himm Fra 
gluterrnessess esstess. CX205 Lay. 93 pes due mid his 
drilne To pare sse him droh. a 1300 Cursor M. 74x2 (Cott.) 
pe men was won to drau ham nere. Ibid. 15904 (Gottj 
A quile forward he yode, A quile him drou againe. 1388 
Wyclif Luke xv. 15 And he wente, and drou3 hym to oon of 
the citeseyns of that cuntre. <7x400 Beryn 2322, I drow3 
me to foly, and wold nat be governed. 1530 Palsgr. 526 He 
begynneth to drawe hym in to companye nowe. ai 6 xB 
Raleigh < J.', As their people increased, they drew themselves 
more westerly towards the Red sea. 

f 68. intr. To move, proceed, come, go. Obs. or 
arch . exc. as in b. 

a 1000 Guthlac 699 (Gr.) Ongon pa leofne si<$ d rax an. 
a X200 Moral Ode 49 pider 3e sculen 3orne dra3en. a 1300 
Cursor M. 22543 ‘Cott.) Wodd and wall al dun sal drau. 
<7 1400 Destr. Troy 906 Iason..Drow euyn to the dragon, 
dressit hym to fight, c 1489 Caxton Sonnes of Aymon ii. 66 
‘Where be my sonnes gone?*..- ‘I cannot telle whether 
they are drawen.* c 1489 — - Blanchardyn iii. 18 So shal we 
leue him drawing on his waye. 1586 A. Day Eng. 
Secretary 1. (1625) 73 Why draw we not home into our own 
soyle of England? 1644 Chas. I in Ellis Orig. Lett . Ser. 
■Ii. III. 317 Wee desire you to draw with all your forces to 
Bristol. 1808 Scott Marm. vi. xiii, The train from out the 
castle drew. 

b. Now only, To move or make one’s way 
towards a place, to come near, approach, to come 
together, to withdraw to one side : and in certain 
adverbial combinations, as draw back , down , in, 
near \ nigh, off, on, up : see VII. 

<7x250 Gen. Ex. 2378 Toward here fader he gunen 
drawen. a 1300 Cursor M. 6276 (Cott.) pe see drogh samen 
on ilka side. 1393 Langl. P. PI. C. xx. 61 Asyde he gan 
drawe. <*1533 Ld. Berners Huon lxxxi. 250 They all 
togyther drewe a parte in to a chambre 1563 Shute 
Archit. Bjb, Constrained the braunches of the herbe to 
draw downwardes againe with a sertaine compasse. 1670 
Narborough Jrnl. in Acc. Sev. Late V oy.\.\xjri) 16 [Sails] 
all set to draw away southerly. 1697 Dampier Voy. I. v. 116 
Our men immediately, .drew together in a body. 1703 
Maundrell Joum. Jems. (1732) 144 Having heard of our 
drawing homeward. 1766 Goldsm. Vic. W. xxviii, I am now 
drawing towards an abode that looks brighter as I approach 
it. x86x Temple Bar Mag. III. 535 Every believer would 
draw on one side. 1892 Ibid. Nov. 363 Drawing towards 
Wales and the line of the Severn. 1893 Nat. Observer 5 Aug. 
304/1 They drew closer together. 

t 89. jig. To approach, incline, tend (to some 
condition, state, etc.). Obs. 

<7x200 Ormin 17902 All hiss halhjhe dede Droh till patt an, 
to turrnenn folic Intill pe rihhte we33e. 1375 Barbour 
Bruce x. 781 He to sa gret vorschip dreuch, That all spak 
of his gret bounte. c 1489 Caxton Sonnes of Aymon xxvi. 
542 But he draweth now sore to age. 1578 Lyte Dodoens 
11. xcii. 272 The upper leaves draw towardes the proportion 
of the leaves of fenell. 1603 Knolles Hist. Turks {1621) 
235 Of a darke colour, somewhat drawing toward a violet. 

V 0. To draw near or approach in time. 
a 1300 Cursor M. 22662 (Edin.) Al ping now draus til end. 
1399 Langl. Rich. Redeles iv. 31 Whanne it drowe to pe 
day of pe dede-doynge. c 1475 Rauf Coilyar 38 It drew 
to the nicht, 1568 Grafton Chron, II. 410 when the 
time drue neere, be came to Oxforde. 164% D’Ewes in 
Lett. Lit. Men (Camden) 169 It drawes nowe towards tenn 
of the clocke at night. X758 A. Reid tr. MacqueVs Ckyrn . 
I. 313 The operation draws toward an end. 1821 Examiner 
121/1 It is time I should draw to a conclusion. X875 
Jowett Plato (ed. 2) I. 379 The days of Socrates are 
drawing to a close. . . - 

f 71. To draw to : to resort to, join the party of 
(a person); to take up with; to betake oneself to 
(a course of action, study, etc.). Obs. (exc. as asso- 
ciated with sense 26). 

<7x205 Lay* 10530 Alle heo wulleS to me dra3en. <2x300 
Cursor M. 45 (G 5 tt.) For be pat thing men draus till, Men 
may paim knaue for gode and ill, <7x305 Edmund Conf 
221 in E. E. P. (1862) 77 Sippe . . to arsmetrike he drou?. 
X393 Langl. P. PI. C. ix. 190 Preestes and oper peple to 
peers pei drowen. <7 1460 Towneley Myst. (Surtees) 5 When 
Lucifer to pride drogh. 1477 Norton Ord. Alch. xlv. in 
Ashm. (1652) 22 Heche thyng drawes to hys semblahle. 
Grafton Chron. II. 139 Much people drewe unto them. 
1893 Nat. Observer 13 May 643/2 Like draws to like. 

T 72. To draw after : (a) to act by the advice of, 
follow the counsel of; (b) to 1 take after’, re- 
semble. Obs. m , 

<7 1305 St. Swithin 32 in E. E. P. (1862) 44 Swithin his 
consailler, after wham he drou3. c 1450 Merlin 434 She . . 
draweth litill after hir moder. c 1475 Partenay 6243 He 
drawith after that laydy Ffro whom-ne is discended uerily. 

f 73. intr. To move (at chess) ; cf. Draught 
sb. 21. Also trans. with cognate obj. Obs. 

c 1369 Chaucer Detke Blaunche 682' Whan she my fers 
kaught I wolde have drawe the same draught, c 1400 
Beryn 1809 ‘Draw on’, seyd the Burgeyse; ‘Beryn! ye 
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have »e wers t* Ibid. 1822 He drouje, and seyd ‘chek 
mace ! ' 

74. Bunting, a. Of a hound : To track game by 
the scent, b. To move slowly towards the game 
after pointing. Const, after, on, upon . See also 
draw on, 86 £. 

2589 Warner Alb. Eng. Prose Addit. (16x2) 345 Ascanius 
and his Companie drawing by Parsie after the Stagge. 1590 
Shaks. Com. Err. iv, ii. 39 A hound that runs Counter, and 
yet draws drifoot well. 16x7 Markham Caval. vm. 33 It 
might bee possible. to make a Horse to draw dry-foot after 
any Man, and to distinguish Scents with his nose as well as 
any Bloodhound. 1730 46 Thomson Autumn 365 The 
Spaniel .. draws full, Fearful and cautious, on the latent 
prey. 1855 Kingsley Heroes in. (1868) 38 Thrice they 
snuffed round and round like hounds who draw upon a deer. 
1875 ‘Stonehenge* Brit. Sports 1. 1. v. § 2. 90 Many 
pointers are capable of drawing. 

75. Racing. Gradually to gain on or get further 
away from an antagonist in running or rowing. 
To draw level : to come up with or alongside of 
an antagonist. See also draw out, 87 j, draw up, 
89 h. 

1833 Examiner 395/2 The boat’s crew still drawing on 
them. 1892 Illustr. Sporting Dram. News 30 Apr. 249/1 
They could not draw quite level, and were beaten by two 
to one. 1892 Sat. Rev. 2 J uiy 10/1 Two drew away fast 
from the others, and the race appeared to be over. 1892 
Black t? White 6 Aug. 158/2 Gradually drawing upon him. 
VII. In combination with adverbs. 

76. Draw abroad, a. See simple senses and 
Abroad adv. fto. spec, {trans.) To spread (any- 
thing) over a surface ; to spread out, expand. Obs. 

C1400 Lan/ranc's Cirurg. 26 Whanne )?e arterie is drawe 
abrod. Ibid. 53 Aboue |?e wounde leie terebentine . . drawen 
abrood bitwene two lynnen cloolus. 

77. Draw along. a. See simple senses and 
Along adv. f b. To stretch, extend; fig. to pro- 
long, protract. Obs. 

2362 Langl. P. PI, A. y. 124 To drawe be lyste [C. he lisure] 
wel along . he lengore hit semede. 1382 Wycuf Ps. cxix. 5 
My pilgrimaging is drawen along, c 1400 Lan/ranc's 
Cirurg. 53 j?ou3 |>at hi cure be drawe along. 1613 Purchas 
Pilgrimage (1614) 426 This . . drew me along. 

78. Draw back. a. trans . See simple senses 
and Back adv. to. Comm. To get back or recover 
(the whole or part of the duty on goods') upon ex- 
portation : see Drawback sb. 2 . Also fig. to 
deduct, take off, < discount r (quot. 1768 ). 

1709 Lond. Gaz. No. 4509/3 The Sugars must pay French 
Duties, but on Exportation draws back all but about 
2 s, per C. 1768 Sterne Sent. Jonrn. (1775) I. 36, I always 
suffer my judgment to draw back something on that very 
account. *776 Adam Smith W. N. iv. i. (1869) II. 24 When 
the home manufacturers were subject to any duty or excise, 
either the whole or part of it was frequently drawn back 
upon their exportation ; and when foreign goods, liable to a 
duty, were imported, in order to be exported again, either 
the whole or a part of this duty was sometimes given back 
upon such exportations. 

C. intr. (also refl., obs. rare) To move back- 
wards from one's position ; to retire, recoil, retreat ; 
fig. to withdraw from an undertaking, etc. 

a 1300 Cursor M. 15891 (Cott.) He drogh him bak behifnd] 
}>e men. c 1340 Ibid. 15925 (Fairf.) Petre drogh him bakker 
mare. 1530 Palsgr. 526 lie drewe backe and defended 
himselfe as well as he coulde. x6ix Bible Heb. x. 38 If 
any man drawe backe, my soule shall haue no pleasure in 
him. 1843 JrnL R. Agric. Sec. IV. 1. 196 These rocks begin 
at last to draw back here and there from the river. x86i 
Temple Bari. 5x7 Too deeply committed to draw back. 

79. Draw by. a. trans. To draw aside, b. 
intr. To pass by, draw to a close. 

1830 Tennyson Mariana 19 She drew her casement- 
curtain by. 1850 — In Mem. lx. 14 The foolish neighbours 
. .tease her till the day draws by : At night she weeps. 

80. Draw down. a. See simple senses and 
Down adv. b. trans. fig. To cause to fall or 
light upon a person, etc. ; to attract, bring down. 

2634 Sir T. Herbert Trav. 35 These crying sinnes, have 
apparantiy drawne downe Gods heavy judgements upon 
these Countries, a 2694 Tillotson (J .), The blessings it will 
draw down upon us. 18x6 Keatinge Trav. (1817) I. 164 
This of course draws down French vengeance. 

c. Cookery . To stew or boil down. d. Forging ; 
To reduce (bars, etc.) in size by hammering. 

1806 Culina 15 Put all those into a stew pan, with some 
water, and draw them down to a light brown colour. 

81. Draw forth., a. trans. See simple senses 
and Forth adv . 

CX200 Ormin 7413 patt hord tatt oppnedd wass And 
dra3henn for>. 2590 Spenser F. Q. iii. x. 29 Out of his 
bouget forth he drew Great store of treasure. 1632 J. Hay- 
ward tr. Biondls Eromena 89 To see if they could . . draw 
forth into the Maine, the Sardan Galleyes. 2660 F. Brooke 
tr, Le Blanc's Trav. 234 The Madrecon that drawes forth 
the Army, and ranges it in battalia 2879 Dowden Southey 
tv. 86 A May morning would draw him forth into the sun. 
tb. To adduce; = sense 21 a. Obs. 

C 1300 Ormin 11907 He drohh j>ser forj» }>e bokess Iare. 

f c. To protract, prolong; to spend (time). Obs. 

C X305 Edm. Con/. 402 in E. E. P. (1862) 82 pat he at day 
forp drou:;. ^ 1589 Greene Menaphon (Arb.) 57 In this sort 
did Pleusidippus draw foorth his infancie. 1650 Trapp 
Comm. Gen. ix. .25 Leonard . .drew forth a most poor life in 
the Netherlands, whither he escaped. 

t 6 . To trace out ; to design, draw up, draw out 
(see 60 , 87 h, 89 g). Obs. 

* 55 * Robinson tr. More's Utop. (Arb.) 79 Utopus him selfe 
..drewe forth the platte fourme of the cine. 


e. To elicit, evoke, call forth. 

3821 Examiner 780/2 [His] drollery drew forth no cordial 
laugh. 1849 Macaulay Hist. Eng. II. 168 His bravery . . 
drew forth the generous applause of hostile armies. 

82. Draw in. a. See simple senses and In adv. 

*579 Gosson Sch. Abuse (Arb.) 54 Eagles draw in their 

tallants as they sit in their nestes. 2648 Gage West Ind. 
xiii. 81 The greedy Earth . . opened her mouth to draw in 
Townes and Cities. <21732 Gay (J.}, Now, sporting muse, 
draw in the flowing reins. 1749 Fielding Tom J ones xii. 
xiii, As the vulgar phrase is, [tie] immediately drew in his 
horns. 1847 A. M. Gilliam Trav. Mexico 133 Obliged to 
draw in his reins. 

b. trans. To contract, draw tight; to cause to 
shrink. 

1628 Earle Microcosm ., Handsome Hostesse (Arb.) 55 No 
Citizens wife . . drawes in her mouth with a chaster simper. 
1845 S. Judd Margaret 1, ii. Miss Gisborne’s flannel* .must 
be drawn in to-morrow. x89i Eng. Illustr. Mag, IX. 192 
The gown was drawn in but slightly under the arms. 

c. To take into the lungs, breathe in, inhale. 

*535 Coverdale Ps. cxviii. [cxix.] 131, I open my mouth 

and drawe in my breth. 1607 Topsell Four-/. Beasts 
(1658) 469 All their Cattle for want of water do draw in the 
cold air. 1707 Norris Treat. Humility x. 402 Soft oily 
poisons which we incautiously draw in for common breath, 
1892 Graphic 210/3 Hughes drew in his breath sharply. 

d. fig. To induce to come in or take part; to 
allure, entice, inveigle; to ensnare, ‘take in’, 
delude. (Now only with inf.) 

1558 in Strype Ann. Re/. 1 , 11. App. iv. 6 To draw in other 
men of learning. 1606 Proc. agst. Late Traitors 74 Onely 
perswaded and drawen in by Catesby. 1726 Adv. Capt. R . 
Boyle 55 Smiling, .to think how soon I drew in the credulous 
Captain. 1752 Foote Taste 11. Wks. 1799 I. 24 Mecsenas.. 
has been drawn in to purchase, .a cart-load of— -rubbish 1 
1833 Ht. Martineau Manch . Strike iv. 54 He was not the 
man to be drawn in to do what. .he disliked. 

f e. To induce or bring as a consequence. Obs. 

a 1450 Knt. de la Tour (1868) 56 One worde drauithe an 
other in. a 1704 Locke (J.), A view of all the intermediate 
ideas that draw in the conclusion, or proposition inferred. 

f. intr. Of a day or evening: To draw to a 
close, to close in. Also of a succession of evenings 
in late summer and autumn : To become gradually 
shorter (as if contracting or shrinking in). 

1849 Tap's Mag. XVI. 260/2 Hours passed and the 
evening drew in. 1880 Miss Broughton Sec. Th. it. x, 
The evenings are beginning to draw in already. 1891 H. 
S. Merriman Pm'soners <$* Captives II. iii. 55 The short 
winter day was drawing in. 

83. Draw near. intr. To come (gradually) 
near, approach {lit. and fig.) . 

a 1300 Cursor M. 21790 (Edin.) Quen he droch til his 
ending nere. CX340 Ibid. 14525 (Fairf.) Halde 30U stille & 
drawes nere. 1503-4 Act 19 Hen. VII, c. 28 Preamb., The 
seid parliament draweth so near to the end. 1596 Spenser 
F. Q. vi. iii. 47 He stayd, till that he nearer drew. 
x66o F. Brooke tr. Le Blanc's Trav. 101 Her blossoms like 
Lillies broken off green, draws near to the yellow. 17x2 
Addison Sped. No. 523 T 7 The time of a general peace is, 
in all appearance, drawing near. 1849 Macaulay Hist. 
Eng. I. 667 Sentinels were posted to give the alarm if a 
stranger drew near. 

84. Draw nigh. =prec. 

£1330 R. Brunne Chron. Wace (Rolls) 1653 Men drowe 
to )?eym ney. 1526 Tindale John xvi, 33 The houre 
draweth nye. 1586 T. B. La Prim and. Fr. Acad. 1. 238 
The end of this time drew nie. 1667 Milton P. L. iii. 645 
He drew not nigh unheard. 1842 Tennyson Morte d'A . 263 
My end draws nigh ; 'tis time that I were gone. 

85. Draw off. a. See simple senses and Off. 

<2x300 Cursor M. 8116 (Cott.) pe king drou of his gloue. 

c 1400 Maundev. (Roxb.) x. 41 Mary Mawdelayne and Mary 
Cleophe, makand sorow . . and drawand off paire hare. 1697 
Dampies Voy. I. iii. 37 Bark of Maho. .You may draw it off 
either in flakes or small threads. 1711 Pope Let. to J.C. 
19 July (1735) 1 . 173 Tonson’s Printer told me he drew off a 
Thousand Copies in this first Impression. 1747 Franklin 
Lett. {1BS7) II. 67 The wonderful effect of pointed bodies, 
both in drawing off and throwing off the electrical fire. 

b. (a) trans. To withdraw (troops) from a par- 
ticular position, or from the scene of action, {b) 
intr . To move off, withdraw, retire, retreat. 
(c) Pugilism : see quot. 1873 . 

1667 Milton P. L. iv. 782 Half these draw off. 1697 
Dampier Voy. I. iv. 84 Captain W. drew off his men. 1736 
Leotard Life Marlborough I, 377 He resolved to draw off 
his Dragoons. 

intr. <2x625 Beaum. & Fletcher Custom of Country 
1. i, Draw off a little; Here come my mistress and her 
father, c 1645 T. Tully Siege 0/ Carlisle (1840) 17 Barkley 
drew of sore bruised. 1865 Kingsley Herew. vii, When 
they were tired they drew off on both sides. 1873 Slang 
Did., Draw off, to throw back the body to give impetus to 
a blow; ‘he drew off, and delivered on the left drum.’, 

c. To turn aside, divert (the mind, attention). 

1704 Norris Ideal World 11. ui. x2x; There is something in 

those objects .. which draws off the mind from itself to the 
contemplation of them. 1834 Med win Angler in Wales. I. 
187 A friend . . rode after the brute, and drew off his attention 
to himself. 

d. trans. To convey away (liquid) by a tap, or 
a channel or the like ; esp. without disturbing the 
bottom or sediment. Also intr. (for refi.) To 
drain away, flow off. 

1697 Dampier Voy. I. viii. 226 The Indico falls to the 
bottom . . When it is thus settled they draw off the Water. 
*737 Bracken Farriery Impr. (1756; I. 321 A Rowel is to 
draw off the bad or corrupt Humours from the Blood, 2840 
Jml. R. Agric. Soc. I. m. 316 The water can be successfully 
drawn off by a catheter. 1853 Ibid. XIV. n. 442 It is 
repeatedly ‘ racked or drawn off from one cask into 


another. 1892 Field 26 Nov. 802/3 Care should he taken 
not to disturb the lees until all the cider is drawn off. 

intr. z 734 tr. Rollin' s Anc. Hist. (1827) 1 . 1. iv. 199 To 
keep back the waters which otherwise would draw off too 
fast. 1844 /ml. R. Agric. Soc. V. 1. 9 The deposit that 
would be left after the water had drawn off. 

86. Draw on. a. See simple senses and On. 

2694 Acc. Sev. Late P r oy. 11. (17x1) 162 If the Whale 

should draw on again. 17x2 Addison Sped. No. 31 x r 5 
He immediately drew on his Boots. 1847 A. M. Gilliam 
Trav. Mexico 135 He drew on his cloak. 

b. trans. To bring on, bring about, lead to, in- 
volve as a consequence. 

*593 Shaks. 3 Hen. VI, in. iii, 75 Looke therefore Lewis, 
that by this League and Mariage Thou draw not on thy 
Danger, and Dis-honor. a 1627 Hayward (J.y Under colour 
of war, which either his negligence draws on, or his 
practices procured. 1672 Boyle On Fluids (J*)* The 
examination . . would draw on the consideration of the nice 
controversies that perplex philosophers. 1736 Lediard 
Life Marlborough I. 55 This Beginning drew on the 
General Battle. 

e. To entice, allure, lead on. 

1605 Shaks. Macb . in. v. 29 Such Artificiall Sprights, As 
..Shall draw him on to his Confusion. 1648 Gage West 
Ind. iv. X2 If I resolved to goe, my resolution should draw 
on an other friend of mine. x8x6 J. W. Choicer in Croker 
Papers (1884) 28 Nov., If you suffer yourself to be drawn 
on by what you conceive to lie the taste of the day. 1875 
Jowett Plato (ed. 2) III. 606 When he was drawing them 
on to speak of antiquity. 

d. intr. To advance, approach, draw nigh. 

*535 Coverdale Job xxxiii. 21 His soule draweth on to 
destruction. 1586 A. Day Eng. Secretary 11. (1625) 12 
Christmasse now drew on. 1736 Lediard Life Marlborough 
III. 303 The Season drawing on for opening the Campaign- 
1861 Temple Bar Mag. II. 401 Evening again drew on. 
f e. To draw near to death, be in a dying state. 

*555 Watreman Fardle Facions 1. vi. 88 When any man 
lieth in drawing on. a 1577 Gascoigne Flowers Wks. 
(1587) 100 He lay (as some say) drawing on Untill his 
breath and all were past and gone. 

f. I hinting . Of a hound : To approach game 
after pointing : = sense 74 . 

1892 Field 7 May 695/3 Musa pointed and drew on, but 
could not locate the birds. Ibid. 19 Nov 797/3 The setter 
must often draw on and draw on, not unlike a cat creeping 
on its prey. 

87. Draw out. a. traits. To pull out, take 
out, extract, derive, etc. : see simple senses and 
Out adv. (Also intr . for pass . ) 

C1300 Cursor M. 29500 (Edin.) Oute he dro} baj>e wiue 
and man. 1393 Gower Con/. II. 251 He anone the tethe 
out drough. <2 2533 Ld. Berners Huon xxi. 58 Than they 
tooke lond and drew out theyr horses. 1634 Sir T. Herbert 
Trav. 24 Then in rage and sudden rapture drew out his 
knife. 2769 Mrs. Raffal ofing. Housekpr. (1778) 301 Kill 
your pig, dress off the hair, and draw out the entrails, 
x86x Temple Bar Mag. IV. 20 Paying in money, and draw- 
ing money out, at his employer's bank. _ 

intr. for pass. x8gx Longm. Mag. Nov. 69 Th e harpoon 
did not penetrate sufficiently . . and therefore drew out. 

1893 Field 4 Mar. 335/1 A drawer should be fitted.. so as 
to draw out. .and shut back, .in a moment. 

to. Mil. {a) To lead out of camp or quarters; 
to call out. {b) To detach from the main body. 
(c) To set in array, extend in line, draw up. (d) 
intr. for refi. To march out of camp or quarters. 

1638 Sir T. Herbert Trav. (ed. 2) 88 Next morning 
drawing out his men [he] assayles him. 2724 De Foe 
Mem. Cavalier (1840) 81 The king ordered the regiment to 
be drawn out. x866 Carlyle Inaug. A ddr.^ 177 Thirty- 
thousand armed men, drawn out for that occasion. 

intr. <22626 Beaum. & Fl. Bonduca 1, ii, To-morrow 
we’ll draw out, and view the cohorts. x66o F, Brooke tr. 
Le Blanc's Trav. 10 Three score of us then drew out. 

1894 Wolseley Marlborough II. 177 Some sixty or 
seven ty Irish Dragoons ‘ drew out * . . ana took up a threaten- 
ing position. 

c. To stretch, extend ; to flatten out (metal). 

1483 Ad x Rich . Ill, c. 8 Preamb., Clothes, .ben set upon 

Tentours, and drawen out in Leyngh and Brede. 1694 
Acc. Sev. Late Voy. 11. (27x2) 148 One may draw it out in 
Threads like hot Sealing-wax. ^ 1703 Moxon Mech. Exerc. 
p When your Iron hath not its Form.. then you must., 
batter it out; or, as Workmen call it.. draw it out. 1754 
Richardson Grandison (1812) IV. 284 He drew out his 
face, glouting, to half the length of my arm. 2841 JrnL 
R. Agric. Soc. II. ir. 222 The spores were lengthened, or 
drawn out into a short pedicel. 

d. fig. To extend, protract, prolong. 

* 55 ? T. Wilson Rhet. { 1580) 269 Dulled with overlong 
drawing out of a sentence. ^1632 Mivtou L' Allegro 140 
In notes, with many a winding bout Of linked sweetness 
long drawn out. 2709 Strype Ann. Ref. I. xlvii. 5x5 To 
draw out time, and weary them, a 2713 Ellwood Autobiog. 
(1714) 30, I Prayed often, and drew out my Prayers to a 

S eat length. 1893 Temple Bar Mag. XCIX, 68 Break- 
5 t was drawn out to a most unusual length. 
f e. To utter slowly or with an effort. Obs. 
c X400 Destr. Troy 5054 Diamede full depely drough out 
a laughter. 1581 Pettie Guazzo's Civ, Conv. 1. (1586) 2 
Hearing him drawe out his wordes so softlie and so weaklie. 
f. To elicit, evoke, calL out. 

<2 2586 Sidney (J*)» To draw out more, said she, I have 
often wondered how such excellencies could be. 1594 
Hooker Eccl. Pol. iv. xiii. § xo To draw out from us an 
accusation of foreign churches. 1777 Mad. D'Arblay 
Early Diary 27 Mar,, Useful in drawing out the wit and 
pleasantry of others. 1816 Keatinge Trav. (1817) II. 215 
The bench interrogating the prisoner, and drawing out 
indiscreet avowals. 

g. To induce to talk or express opinions; to 
elicit speech or information from. ( colloq .) 
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i *778 Mad. D’Arblay Diary -z^ Aug., She did not. '.use 
any means to draw me out. 1824 Byron Juan xv. txxxii. 
He bad the art of drawing people out, Without their seeing 
what he was about. 1890 A. Gissing Village, Hampden 
111. 295 Joke steadily resisted all efforts to draw her out. 

11 . To write ottt in proper form, draw up, (in 
quot. 1500, to translate, render) ; to make out; 
to trace Out, delineate. 

T s$oo Lichfield Gild Ord. (1890) 14 It ys a-Greyde that 
the Statutis . . shalbe draue owt in-to Englyshe. X576 
Fleming Panopl. Epist. 377 note, It passeth my capacitie 
to drawe out his portrayture in sufficient livelynesse. 1773 
Goldsm. Stoops to Cong. n. i, Bring us the bill of fare,. I 
believe it's drawn out. 1826 Examiner 190/2 Teases, .were 
drawn out and founded on the basis of that monopoly. 2862 
Temple Bar Mag. II, 248 The [marriage] settlements were 
permitted to be drawn out. ; 

i. intr. To extend in length, become longer. 

' Mod. The days are beginning to draw out 

j. Racing. To get gradually farther ahead. 

1891 Strand Mag. II. 655/x The runner . . drew out in 
front. 1892 Standard 10 Aug. 7/5 The favourite drew out 
and won by two lengths. 

88. Draw over. fa. tram. To overspread. 

a 1400-50 Alexander 4207 Dra3en oner with hidis. 1548 
Hall Citron., Hen. VI JR 3 Their horses trapped, in burned 
Silver, drawen over with cordes of Grene Silke and Golde. 

To. To cause to pass over in a still ; to obtain by 
distillation. . < . 

1676 Boyle On Colours (J.), I v mixed with it essential 
oil of wormwood, drawn over with water in a limbeck. 
3884 N. $ Q. Ser. vl X. 159/1 The Moslem physician 
Rhazes drew over a red oil by distillation called oleum 
henedictum philosophoruin. 

C. To convert to one’s party or interest. 

X707 Addison Pres. State War (J.\ Some might he 
brought into his interests by money, others drawn over by 
fear. 1736 Lediard Life Marlborough I, 153 To draw 
over some of the German Princes to His Interest. 1737 
Wiustont Josephus Antiq. Diss. i. How otherwise could 
he draw over so many of the Jews. 

. f d. intr. To extend, last, endure. Sc. Obs. 
c 1565 Lindesay (Pitscottie) Citron. Scot. (1728) 256 (.Jam.) 
This drew over for ane space. Ibid. 312 Thir cumbeiis 
drew over till the king was tuelf yeires of age. 

89 . Draw up. a, trans. (also intr . for reft.) 
See simple senses and Up adv. 

c 1275 Lamb. Horn. 159 Alswa se j>e sunoe drach. up ]?ene 
deu and make# her of kume reines. 13.. Coer de L. 55 
Anon the sayle up thay drowgh. 1548 Hall Chron ., Hen. 
VIII, 27 And by force of engynes drewe it up. 2694 Arc. 
S'ev. Late Voy. it, fxyxx) 174 They. . draw it up also with 
Pulleys into the Ship-. 1706 Mottkux Vanbrughs Mis - 
take Epil, With Glass drawn up, Drive about Covent- 
Garden. 1869 W. Longman Hist. Edw. Ill, I. xiv. 261 
The gate was shut, the bridge was drawn up. 

intr. c 1400 Destr. Troy 755 Whan J>e day vp droghe and 
the dym voider. 1823 Examiner 792/1 The curtain drew 
up at the instant of his entrance. 

b. refi. To assume an erect or stiff attitude. 

1850 T ait's Mag. XVII. 342/2 The Doctor, .drew himself 
up in offended dignity. 2866 G. Macdonald Ann. Q. 
Neighb. xiii. (1878) 269 She drew herself up in her chair. 

f c. To mend (a rent in a garment) by stitching 
so as to draw the parts together. Obs. 

X759 Sterne Tr. Shandy I. x. (Hoppe), That lie could draw 
ip an argument in his sermon — or a hole in his breeches. 

d. Cookery, t To bring to the proper consis- 
tence (as by ‘ drawing * through a strainer). Obs. 

12430 Two Cookery-bks. 20 Draw hem vppe wyth the 
[almond] Mylke )?orw a straynoure. CX440 Anc. Cookery 
in Housek. Ord. (1790) 425 Breke hom in a morter, and 
drawe horn up wythe gode brothe. 

e. trans. To bring to a stand (by pulling at the 
reins), intr* To come to a stand ; to pull up, stop. 

1828 Examiner 562/1 He drew up his gig on the;- wrong 
side. *®J9 E. E. Napier Africa II. 26 The waggons 
had been drawn up so as to form a sort of hollow square. 
1892 Comk. Mag. July 22 She drew the horse up short, 
intr. 1823 Southey Penins. War 1. 171 A carriage with 
six mules, drew up to the guard-house . 1859 Thackeray 
Virgin, i, The young gentleman’s post-chaise drew up at 
die- rustic inn. 1885 Manch. Exam. 3 Oct. 4/7 The train 
drew up in the station. 

f. To bring into regular order, as. troops ; to 
set m array. Also intr. for refl. 

X605 Shaks. Lear v. i. 51 The Enemy's in view, draw vp 
yoar powers. axtrjt Ld. Fairfax Mem. (1699) 84 Here we 
drew up our army. ' 1776 GrBBoN Bed. F. 1, The legion 
was usually drawn up eight deep. 1855 Macaulay Hist. 
Eng. III. 243 The ranks were drawn up under arms. 

intr. 2660 F. Brooke tr. Le Blands Trent. 292 The 
Whole Portuguese Cavalry being landed, drew up in two 
squadrons. 1736 Leotard Life Marlborough I. 231 They 
did, indeed,, draw up in Order of Battle., 

g. To put together m proper form ; to frame, 
compile, compose, write out in due form. 

1639 S. Du Verger tr. Camus r Aetmir. Events Ep. Bed. 
A iv, The work which I have here drawne up to a transla- 
tion. 1654 tr. Scudery's Curia Pol. 94 Those, .who drew 
up the prOcesse. 1693 Col. Rec. Pennsylv. I. 423 The 
Committee having drawen up their Answer to the remon- 
strance, doe sign it. 17x1 Addison Sped. No. 60 r 7 
A List of Words, .drawn up by another Hand. 1856 
Fjrovd is Hist. Eng. (18581)! II. x. 440 The report was drawn 
up by men who had the means of knowing the truth. 

b. intr. To come up with, come close to ; in 
Racing , to gain* on or overtake an antagonist. 

T795 Nelson 13 Mar: in Nicolas Lisp. (1845) II. 13 As we 
drew up with the Enemy. 1889 J. K. Jerome Three 
Men in a Boat 8 We drew up to the table. 1894 Times 
*7 Mar. 14/1 Then the Oxford crew began slowly but 
steadily to draw up. 


i. To take up with , enter into relations with. 
1724 Ramsay Tea-t. Misc. (1733) h 89 Gin ye^ forsake me 
Marion, I’ll e’en gae draw up wi’ Jean. 1821 Galt Sir A. 
Wylie III. 152 (Jam.) When I had naething I was, fain to 
draw up wi’ you. 1892 Sat. Rev. 9 July 32/2 There was 
news from Morocco that their Minister had ‘drawn up’ 
with the Sultan’s dreaded rival. 

Draw (dr§), sb. [f. Draw vb.] 

1 . An act of drawing, in various senses of the vb. ; 
draught ; pull, strain ; the drawing of a card from 
a pack, etc. 

. 1663 Flagellum or O. Cromwell (1679) 45 (L.) The cava- 
lier, .cut the ribbon which tied his murrionand with a draw 
threw it off his head. 1755-73 Johnson, Draw, the act of 
drawing. 1857 Chambers's Information I. 690 (Cricket) 
The ‘draw ’..is the most elegant.. of the batsman’s de- 
fences. 1867 F. Francis A nglingiv. (1880) 121 Whenever 
there is a draw on the baits. 1871 Daily News 15 Aug., 
The salaries, .would not bear the extra draw which must 
necessarily ensue. 1888 Miss W. Jones Games of Patience 
xiv. 31 You are allowed ‘ two shuffles and a draw ’. 
b. An amount drawn up or out. 

1847 Jml. R. Agree. Sec. VIII. 1. 126 The clay being taken 
out one ‘ draw * deep. 1852 Ibid. XIII. 1. 92 The last spit 
or draw being much narrower than the preceding one. 

2 . The drawing or bending of the bow, 

1879 M. & W. Thompson A rckery 19 Care and great 
practice should be given to acquiring the correct draw. 

3 . Drawing or attractive power or effect ; any- 
thing having power to draw a crowd, colloq. 

1882 L. Wagner Pantomimes 58 Little to do with the 
success or legitimate ‘draw* of the entertainment. 1891 
N. Gould Double Event 264 Smirke would have proved 
a big draw. 

4 . Drawing of lots ; anything decided or arranged 
by drawing lots, as the order of competitors in 
a contest ; a raffle. 

1755-73 Johnson, Draw.. the lot or chance drawn. 2885 
L'pool Mercury 22 Dec. 115/4 The familiar raffle or * draw 
1892 Daily News 27 Jan. 7/2 Unlawfully publishing a pro- 
posal for a Christmas draw. 1894 Times 21 June 7/2 The 
following is the draw for the order of play. 

5 . A drawn game or match. 

a 1871 New York Herald (Hoppe\ He fought his last 
battle which ended in a draw and division of the stakes. 
1885 Manch Exant. 6 July 4/7 The cricket match, .ended 
in a draw in favour of the latter county. 1887 Times 
29 Aug. 5/2 The war.. apparently has ended in a draw. 

0 . Spinning. The distance which a mule-carriage 
travels in drawing out the yarn ; a ‘ stretch *. 

2879 Cassells Teckn. Editc. IV. 396/2 So soon as the 
carnage has receded to the end of the ‘ draw ’ or * stretch ’ 
— which usually extends to about sixty inches — it stops. 

7 . t That part of a bridge which is raised up, 
swung round, or drawn aside ; a draw-bridge or 
swing- bridge ( U.S.) * (Webster 1864). 

1837 J. F. Cooper Recoil. Europe II. 243 The bridge is 
now permanent, though there was once a draw. 28.. 
Whittier Countess, A skipper's hom is blown To raise 
the creaking draw. 

8. dock-making. (See quot.) 

1884 F. J. Britten Watch $ Cloebn. 92 In a lever escape- 
ment the locking faces.. are cut back at an angle which is 
called the draw. 

9 . A natural ditch or drain that draws the water 
off a piece of land. U.S. 

1884 Harper's Mag. Aug. 365/1 You must, .find cover in 
some coulle or draw. 1885 mA. Fryer Gt. LoanLastd (1887) 
12 The drainage of the uplands is collected by.. shallow 
‘ draws ’ which effectually drain the surface. 

10 . A thing or person employed to draw a 
person out, to elicit from him what he knows or 
intends to do. Also, one from whom information, 
etc., may be extracted, slang. 

1812 Sporting Mag. XXXVIII. x68 The pretended flat 
who was a draw, was. introduced, i860 Reajde Cloister 
4 H. y, This was what in modem days is called a draw.. 
to elicit by the young man’s answer whether he had been 
there lately or not. ^ 1887 Poor Nellie (1888) 124 Butt was 
a sure ‘ draw ' on this subject. 

11 . a. With adverbs, as draw-down, draw-in. 
b. Comb., as draw-tender, one who attends to a 
draw-bridge. 

2787 Mary Wollstonecr. Posth. Wks. (179&) IV. 124 A 
draw-down at the sides of his mouth. 2840 Evid. Hull 
Docks Comm. 85 Is there any particular current setting 
into the old harbour? There is a draw-in, like all other 
harbours. 2883 Harper's Mag . F eb. 357/ 2 The draw-tender 
..saw repeated visions of his death. 

Draw-, the verb-stem in combination : 
a. used attrib. — drawing-, used for, in, or by 
drawing : as draw-hook , -ladder, -lid, -nmle, -nail, 
-pull ^stroke, -window. Draw-arch, a movable, arch 
in a bridge ; a drawbridge arch; draw-beam, a 
windlass; + draw-bed, an extensible bed, also called 
drawing-bed \ draw-bench, a machine in which 
wire or strips of metal are reduced in thickness or 
brought to gauge by drawing through gauged 
apertures, also called drawing-bench % draw- 
board, a board adapted to be drawn up ; draw- 
bolt, a coupling-pin of a railway wagon ; draw- 
bore, a pin-hole through a tenon, so bored that 
the pin shall draw the parts together ; hence 
draw-bore v. ; draw-box, a drawer; f draw- 
dike, a ditch from which water can be drawn off; 
draw-dock, a creek or inlet in the bank of a 
navigable river into which boats or barges can be 


run icy land cargoes, or lie in the mud at low 
water; draw-farm, a farm whence supplies are 
drawn ; draw-gear, (a) harness for draught animals 
(Phillips, 1 706) ; (b) the apparatus by which rail- 
way carriages and trucks are connected together in 
a train ; draw-head, y a) the head of a draw-bar 
in a railway-carriage ; (b) part of a d rawing-frame, 
in which the slivers are lengthened and twisted • 
draw-horse, a bench or support on which a 
drawing-knife is used ; draw- kiln, a lime-kiln so 
constructed that the burned lime is drawn at the 
bottom; draw-knot, a simple knot, undone by 
drawing the ends of the string ; draw-ling (see 
quot.) ; draw-link, a link connecting railway 
carriages or trucks ; draw-loom, the loom used 
in figure-weaving, in which the strings through 
which the warps are passed were pulled by a 
draw-boy ; draw-pin, a draw-bore pin; draw- 
pipe, a pipe for drawing water from a cistern or 
boiler ; draw-poker, a game of cards, also called 
Poker q.v. ; draw-rod, a rod connecting the 
draw’- bars of railway trucks ; draw-shave, a draw- 
ing-knife for shaving spokes, etc. ; draw-sheet, 
a folded sheet placed under a patient so that it can 
be withdrawn without the disturbance of making 
the whole bed ; draw-sluice, a sluice opened by 
being drawn up a groove ; draw-spring, the spring 
between a draw-bar and the truck or carriage ; 
draw-string, a string slipped through the mouth 
of a bag, the neck or waist of a garment, etc., so 
as to tighten it by drawing the ends ; draw-tap, 
a tap for emptying a pipe, cistern, etc. ; draw- 
taper = Delivery 5 b ; draw-tongs, a wire- 
drawer’s tool ; draw-tube, the compound tube, 
one part sliding within the other, which carries the 
object-glass and eye-piece of a microscope. Also 
Draw-bar, -boy, -bridge, etc. 

1807 Sir R. C. Moare Tour Irel. 197 A *draw-arch. . of 
which all the machinery is worked under the floor of the 
bridge. x6ix Cotgr., Ergate, A Windlasse, Windbeame, or 
*Draw-beame. 1663 Inv. Ld. J. Gordons Furniture, In the 
chamber next adjacent, .ane stand bed with a *draw bed. 
2859 Dickens in All Year Round 2 July 239 The fillets, or 
ribands of gold, .are taken to a machine called a *draw- 
beneh where their thickness is perfectly equalised from end 
to end. 1879 Cassells TecJm. Educ. IV. 298/1. 1791 R.Mylne 
Rep. Thames $ Isis 56 The Stone fixed weir should have a 

r uge-weir with *D raw-boards constructed on it. x8x2~x6 
Smith Panorama Sc. 6* Art I. 120 * Draw-bore pins 
are used in forcing a tenoned piece into its proper place In 
the mortise. 2823 P. Nicholson Pract. Build. 232 The 
Draw-bore Pin, or Hook-pin [used] for draw-boring. 1662 
Greenhalgh in Ellis Orig. Lett. Ser. ir. IV. 13 In the wall 
..many *draw boxes, with rings at them like those in 
a Grocer’s Shop. C1470 Henry Wallace ix. 747 Some fell 
in to *draw dykis deip. 1883 Standard 6 Feb. 6/4 A barge 
..moored* in the *drawdock. 1892 Pall Mall G. xo Nov. 
5/1 Authority to construct new drawdoeks and to repair 
and rebuild the existing docks. 1885 R. Bagwell Irel. 
under Tudors I. p. vi„ Content to look upon Ireland as 
a mere *drawfarm. 1889 Scribner’s Mag. Aug. 217/1 
Castings daily required in the way of brake-shoes, pedes- 
tals, *draw-heads, grate-bars, etc. 1627 MS. Acc. St. 
John's Hasp., Canterb., For mending on of the * drawe 
hoodies. 1805 Forsyth Beauties Scott II. 446 Collieries 
and lime-quarries were opened, *dra\v-kilns erected. 1894 
J. Geddie Fringes of Fife 25 A line of cyclopean draw- 
kilns. 1635 Rutherford Lett. (1862) L 147 To God, 
their belt wherewith they are girt is knit with a single 
*draw-knot. 1895 Daily News 3 May 7/6 When he . . went 
to the premises they used a *draw-Iadder, and went up into 
the depository where the goods were. 2812 Aiton Agric. 
Ayrsh. 475 Heather and the *draw-ling (Scirpus ctespitosus) 
are the chief plants that the sheep can eat. 2856 S. C. 
Be ees Gloss. Terms 153 The patent railway *draw- 
link.ris now universally employed. 2831 G. R. Porter 
Silk Manuf. 238 The apparatus called a *draw-loom was 
invented. 2851 Art Jml Illnstr. Catal. p. viii. **/i The 
first step in improving the draw-loom was the substitution 
of mechanism for the handle and boy called a draw-boy. 
2603 Florio Montaigne 1. xlix. (1632) 163 They call for 
their fare, tie *drawmule to. 2702 in Phil. Trans. XXV. 
1864 The Head not round, - but somewhat like the modem 
*Draw-nails. 1703 Moxon Mech. Exerc. 160. *Dra w 
Pins described. . § 6. 1895 Westm. Gaz. 12 Feb. 5/3 There 
were only a supply and *draw pipe, and no safety valve. 
1864 Sala in Daily Tel. 2 Nov., Losing your money at 
euchre or *draw-poker. 1890 Pall Mall G. 24 Mar. 4/3 
The great American game of draw-poker. 2886 Badm. 
Library, Shooting (1895) 60 They are now made without 
a *draw-pull, similar to a revolver. . 1828 J. M. Spearman 
Brit. Gunner (edL 2)’ 17^ Wheeler’s Tools. .*Draw Shaves, 
Spoke Shaves. .Drive Pms. 1722 Perry Daggenh. Breach 
31 There was intended ^draw-sluices to be made. 1890 
Anthony's Photogr. Bull. III. 79 The mouth of the bag is 
..secured by a double "^drawstring. 2833 J- Holland 
Manuf. Metal II. 333 Considerable time' is lost between 
each *draw-stroke and the return of the pincers. xSgs Daily 
News 16 Mar.. 3/4 A *draw tap in the supply pipe. 2567 
Harman Caveat 36 A Mrawe-window of a low chamber. 

b. governing an object : as draw-blood, he who 
or that which draws blood ; draw-stop, a knob 
or handle in an organ by which a slider is drawn 
so as to admit the wind to a set of pipes. 

1609 Bp. Hall Pkaris. 4 Chr. Wks. (162, 7) 409 They beat 
their heads against the walls, as they went, till bloud came ; 
whence one . .m called Kizai, a Pharise *draw-bloud. 1880 
E. J. Hopkins in Grove Diet. Mus. II. 605 The *Draw-stop 
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action. Ibtd. 606 The * action ’ £0 a single stop.. consists of 
a draw-stop rod . .a movable trundle.. a trace- rod., and the 
lever.. On pushing in the draw-stop, the action of the 
several parts is reversed,, and the stop is silenced. 
DraW’&Tbl©, Capable of being drawn. 

11647 H. More Song; of Soul 11. iii. n. ii, Not fixt to ought, 
hut by a Magick might Drawable here and there. 3:867 H. 
Kingsley Silcote of Silcotes xv, (1876 94 Lines., which he 
recognised as drawable. 

Dr&wb ack (d rp'btek) , sb. and a. [f. vbl. phr. 
to draw back : see Draw v. 78 .] 

A. sb. f 1. One who draws back or retires. Obs. 

1618 Bolton Floras (1636) tax Fabius. .got the nickname, 

to be called, The Draw-backe, or Cun eta tor. 

• 2 . An amount paid back from a eharge pre- 
viously made ; esp. a certain amount of excise or 
import duty paid back or remitted when the com- 
modities on which it has been paid are exported ; 
originally, the action of drawing or getting back 
a' sum paid as duty. 

1697 Lutt re'll Brief Rel. IV. 200 For a drawback of the 
duty on exportation thereof. 1739 Swift Grand Quest. 
Debated 21 In poundage and drawbacks I lose half my rent. 
*775 Burke Corr.( 1 844) II. 23 To move for the account of the 
duties paid on tobacco imported ; and also for an account 
of the drawback, when exported. 1874 Bancroft Footpr. 
Time xi. 269 All imported goods are entitled to drawback 
whenever they are taken out of the United States. 1883 
Law Rep. 11 Q. Bench Div. 567 .The balance in hand., 
shall be equally divided amongst the shareholders pro rata 
per share by way of drawback. 

0 . A deduction, a diminution. 

1753 Hogarth Anal. Beauty i. 15 An unnecessary weight, 
which would have been a draw-back from bis strength. 
1818 W. Taylor in Monthly Rev. LXXXV. 395 A little draw 
back is made from this panegyric. 1837-9 Hallam Hist. 
Lit. I. it. 1 § 39, 12 1 The want, .was a very great drawback 
from the utility of their compilations. 

4. Anything that retards progress or advance, or 
that takes from or diminishes success or satisfaction ; 
a hindrance, disadvantage. 

1720 Humourist 59, I have . . as a Drawback upon my 
Ambition, laid aside my Silver Buckles. 1748 Richard- 
son Clarissa (i8xx) I. xiiL 80 Daughters were but in- 
cumbrances and drawbacks upon a family. 1853 Kane 
Grinned Exp. iv. (1856) 32 Our little vessel pursued her 
way without drawback. 1865 Merivale Rom. Emp. V1IL 
lxvii. 284 Roman citizenship had its drawbacks as well as 
its advantages. 1875 Scrivf.nkr Led. Text N. Test. 6 
A serious drawback to our enjoyment. 

5. A movable piece or core in a mould used in 
iron- founding. 

B. a ij. That Is, or has to be, drawn back .* 
draw-back lock, a door-lock the bolt of which can 
be drawn back by a knob or catch inside. 

1703, Moxon Meek. Exerc . 23 The Draw-back Spring. 
1801 W. Bullock in Trans . Soc. Arts XIX. 290 An im- 
proved Drawback Lock for House-Doors. x866 Timmins 
ludustr. Hist. Birmingham 87 Drawback locks, .resemble 
dead locks, except that the bolt springs and is worked by 
a brass knob on the inside. 

1 Draw-bar (drp-har). 

1. The bar that bears the draw-links or couplings 
by which railway carriages and trucks are con- 
nected in a train. 

1839 ¥ rn {. Franklin Inst. XXIV. 156 The bumpers or 
elastic cushions are to be attached . . to the front and rear 
draw-bar. x86x Times 1 June, The draw-bar of one of the 
trucks broke, and the draw-spring fell on the rails. 1889 
Fall Mall G. 27 Dec. 8/2 Breaking a coupling chain ora 
drawbar hook, 

2L A bar in a fence that can be drawn out. ( U.S.) 
Draw-boy. a. orig. The boy employed to 
ull the cords of the harness in figure-weaving ; 
ence b. The piece of mechanism by which this is 
now effected. 

*731 Mortimer in Phil. Trans. XXXVII. 105 Mr. Le 
B ion’s new Way of weaving Tapestry in the Loom with 
a Draw-boy. 1831 G. R. Porter Silk Manuf. 239 This 
machine. , from its standing in the stead of a person who 
was distinguished by that name.. is called a draw-boy, 
1835 Ure Philos. Manuf 339 The occupation of draw-boys 
and girls to harness-loom weavers . . is by far the lowest 
and least sought after of any connected with the manu- 
facture of cotton. 1851 [see Draw-loom s.v. Draw-}. 

Drawbridge. Forms : see Bridge, [f. 
Draw- : see also the earlier Draught-bridge.] 
1. A bridge hinged at one end and free at the 
other, which may be drawn up and let down so 
as to prevent or permit passage over it, or allow 
p issage through the channel which it crosses. 

The original form was the lifting drawbridge, used from 
early times to span the foss of a castle or fortification, _ or 
the inner part of it; also in more recent limes to provide 
a passage oyer canals, dock-entrances, and other water- 
ways; for this the form called a swing- or swivel-bridge, 
which revolves horizontally is often substituted! ; see also 
•Bascule. A drawbridge' to permit the passage of vessels, 
sometimes forms a small section of a long permanent bridge. 

K- Alfa. 1205 Heore drawbrugge ■ they drowe ate, 
*375 Barbour Bruce xvii. 757 Thai, .a fyre had maid At 
trie draw-brig, and brynt it doune. 1556 CTiron. Gr. 
Friars (Camden) 87 Wyett. .made a butwarke at the bryge 
fotte. and dyd no harme there . . for the brygge drawebrygge 
was drawne agayne hym. ' 1673 Ray fmtrn. Low C. 2 Before 
we came 'intro the.. Town (Graveling) we passed oyer five Draw-, 
Bridges. *72* Lond. Gas. No. 6053/1 The Draw-Bridge of 
the. . Bridge of London will be taken up in order to lay down 
a new one. 1808 Scott Marm. vi„ xv, The steed along 
the drawbridge' fiies, ; Just as it trembled on the rise. 1844 


Regul. & Ord. Army 2 66 The Barriers are to be shut, 
Draw-Bridges drawn up. 1894 Wes. m. Gas. n May 2/1 
It is the surface of the * bascule —the * drawbridge * part 
of the bridge. 

2. A movable bridge or gangway on a ship, etc. 
X856 S. C. Brers Gloss. Terms 183 The floating bridge 
„ , a large fiat-bottomed vessel . . drawbridges are 
made at each end which let down and form roadways. 1878 
Bdsw. Smith Carthage 93 The drawbridge .. could be 
swung round the mast towards the point where the danger 
threatened, and . . let fall .. with its heavy weight upon the 
deck of the attacking ship. 

Hence D raw-bridged a ., having a drawbridge. 
1846 Dickens in Daily News 21 Jan. 6/5 Queer old towns, 
draw-bridged and walled. 

+ Draw -can -bully. Obs. -next. 

1698 [R. Ferguson] View Eccles. 89 Whosoever steps 
forth as a ‘Draw can bully ’ to stab and murther Persons in 
their Credit and Reputation. 

Drawcansir ^drpksemjsoi). Also Draw’-can- 
sir. Name of a blustering, bragging character in 
Villiers’s. burlesque /The Rehearsal’, who in the last 
scene is madeto enter a battle and to kill all the com- 
batants on both sides : hence allusively, and attrib. 

[Formed as a parody on Almansor in Dryden’s Cong nest 
of Granada, perhaps intended to suggest drawing a can of 
liquor (see the references to his drinking capacity in Act iv. 
sc. i ‘Enter Drawcansir*).] 

1672 Viluers (Dk. Buckhm.) Rehearsal iv. i. (Arb.) 95 
y. Bray, Mr. Bayes, who is that Drawcansir ? B. Why, 
Sir, a fierce Hero, that frights his Mistriss. . and does what 
he will, without regard to good manners, justice, or num- 
bers. 1672 Marvei l Reh. Tramp. 1. 42 But it is a brave 
thing to be the Ecclesiastical Draw-Can-Sir. 1690 Locke 
Govt. n. xvi. § 177 They that found absolute monarchy 
upon the Title of the Sword, make their Heroes .. arrant 
Draw-caii-Sirs, and forget that they had any Officers and 
Soldiers. 1711 Addison Sped. No. x6 T 3, 1 have so much 
of a Drawcansir in me, that I shall pass over a single foe to 
charge whole armies. xj6i Colman Jealous Wife ProL 
(L.), Drawcansir death had rag’d without controul : Here 
the drawn dagger, there the poison'd bowl. 1768-74 
Tucker Lt. Nat. (1852) I. 562 Such a Drawcansir, as to 
cut down both friend and foe. 1797 JY Warton in Wilkes* 
Carr. (1805) IV. 335 One shall hardly see such drawcansir- 
work. x8oo Rival Bards in Spirit Pub. Jrnls. (1801) 
IV. 394 Gifford . . Now struts a Drawcansir with hideous 
stare ! 1880 McCarthy Own Times IV.xlviii. 6 Mr. Layard 
. . a very Drawcansir of political debate, a swashbuckler, and 
soldado of Parliamentary Conflict. 

Drawelit, obs. Sc. form of Draught. 
Draw-cut, sb. [Cut sb.-'] A cut made by a 
drawing movement, and not by a stroke or pressure. 

1833 J. Holland Manuf. Metal II. 45 Garden shears*, 
amputate by a draw-cut like a knife. 

t Draw-cut,///, a. Obs. rare. [See Cut sbO] 
Done by drawing cuts or lots. 

1583 Stanvhurst JEnefa 1. (Arb.) 34 Shee . . toyls too 
pioners by draweut lottei-ye sorteth. 

Drawe, obs. inf. and pa. pple. of Draw v. ; obs. 
form of Drove ; obs. Sc. pa. L of Drive v. 
Drawee (dr§,r). [See -eeL] The person 
upon whom a draft or bill of exchange is drawn. 

1766 W. Gordon Gen. Counting-ho. 346 A bill.. would not 
make the drawee liable. 1767 Blackstone Comm. II. xxx. 
467 The person, .who writes this letter, is called in law the 
drawer , and he to whom it is written the drawee •. Ibid. 469 
H.. the indorsee cannot get the drawee to discharge it. 
2878 Jevoxs Prim, Pol. Elam. 1x4 If the drawer and 
drawee of a bill are persons of good credit, a banker will 
readily discount such a bill. 

Drawer 1 (dr^ ar). [f. Draw v. + -er T] 

1. One who draws ; in various senses of the vb. 

a 1340 Hamfole Psalter xviii. 13 Puttand away j? e 
draghere til ill. 1483 Cath. Atigl. 107/2 A Drawer, vector . 
*537 Bible Josh. ix. 21 Hewers of wodd, and drawers 
of water, 1640 Remonstr. Troubles fr. Estates Scot. 
20 The drawers of his Majesty to this action. 1781 P. 
Beckford in Blaine Encycl. Sports § 17x9 It is a modem 
fashion for the huntsman - , to ride into the cover . . but this 
proceeding is apt to render hounds bad drawers. 1838 De 
Morgan Ess. Probab. 58 Before the drawing was made, it 
was three to one that the drawer should go to the first urn. 

2. spec. One who draws liquor for customers ; 
a tapster at a tavern. Also in comb., as beer-drawer, 

1567 Triad Treas . (1S50) 32 Drawer, let us have a pinte 
of wnyte wine and borage, 1592 Shaks. Rom. N Jul. m. i. 
1640 Canterbury Marriage Licences (MS), John 
illiamson of Canterbury, Beered rawer. 1750 Johnson 
Rambler No. 16 f 5 Thundering to the drawer for another 
bottle. 1839 Dickens T. Two Cities u. iv. Bring me 
another pint of this same wine, drawer. 

3. A name of operatives in various industries. 
Chiefly in comb., as straw-, tube wire-drawer. 

spec. In a Coalpit : One who draws or hauls the coal 
from the face to the bottom of the shaft, a hauler.^ In 
Weaving: A woman who puts the warp into the splits or 
heddles ; also, a woman who draws warps through the 
combs and reels. In Gasworks : A man who draws: the coke 
out of the ovens. {Labour Commission's Glossary, 1894,) 
£-1400 Wyer drawer [see Draught 18]. 1589 Pappe w. 

Hatchet 27 Weauers and Wierdrawers. X722 De Foe 
Plague (Rtlclg.) 126 Gold and Silverwyer-drawers. 1847 
Nat. Encycl. I. 989 The toddy-drawer selects a tree 
of easy ascent. 2864 Jml. R. Agric. Soc. XXV. 11. 3x5 
The straw drawers .. purchase the straw in the bulk, 
1883 Manch.' Exam. 27 Nov. 5/5 As the getters can 
do nothing without the drawers, the mine is stopped. 1891 
Daily News 23 Nov. 2/7 Metal rollers and tube drawers. 
2894 Standard 5 Apr. 3/6 A number of Iooraers and drawers 
..met the employers in conference yesterday. 

4. One who draws a draft or bill of exchange. 

1682 Scarlett Exchanges, The Drawer when he hath 
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made his Bill, should make the Direction on the inside of 
it towards the left Hand. *767 T. Hutchinson Hist. Mass. 
II. ii. 191 No merchants .. would take bills, unless the 
drawers would make themselves responsible. 1867 Trollope 
Citron. Barset 1. xl. 350 The drawer of the cheque had lost 
it, as he thought. 

5. One who makes a drawing ; a draughtsman. 

1579-80 North Plutarch (1676) 4x0 We will not allow the 
drawer to leave it out altogether. 1607 Topskll E'our-f. 
Beasts (165S) 508 The drawer made the nostrils lesse then 
might answer the proportion of the face. X705 Bosman 
Guinea 234 For the want of a good Drawer I cannot send 
you Draughts of all of them. 1832 J. Hodgson in Raine 
Mem. (1858) II. 289 A good drawer and surveyor. 

0, One who draws or drafts a legal document 
1776 Claim of Roy Rada Churn 19/1 The drawer of the 
affidavit. 1884 Li>. JBkamw ell in Law Rep. 9 App. Cases 465 
The drawer of this Act of Parliament. 1892 Gladstone in 
Daily News 22 Oct. 5/7 The drawer of the paper . .lias made 
one omission. 

7 . An instrument, tool, or agent for drawing 7 an 
extractor. 

1536 Bellrndkn Cron. Scot. <1821) 11. 511 Ane instrument 
of tre, like the drawer of ane wel. x6 07 Topsell Fonr-f. 
Beasts (1618) 314 Open the rift with a rosenet or drawer. 
Ibid. 322 Get out the gravel with a cornet or drawer. x6xo 
Markham Masierp. n. clxxiii. 491 luy is a great drawer, 
and opener. 1737 Bracken Farriery Irnpr. (1756) I. 187 
Such Medicaments as are. .stiled Ripeners or Drawers. 

8 . With adv. as drawer-in , -on, -out. 

c 1400 Test. Love 1. Chaucer’s Wks. (1561) 290 b/2 Thylke 
thinges been my drawers in. x6ir Cotgr., Retrayeur , a 
redeemer, a fetcher or drawer back of. 1614 W. B. Philo- 
sopher's Banquet (ed. 2) 18 The ay re is a great, .drawer-011 
of health. 1847 Mrs. Gore Castles in Air v. (Stratm.), 
The drawer-up of my godfather’s will. 

Drawer 2 (digta).' [f. Draw v. : ef. F. tiroir, 
f. tirer to draw.] A box-shaped receptacle, fitting 
into a space in a cabinet or table, so that it can be 
drawn out horizontally in order to get access to it. 

1580 Hollyband Treas. Fr. Tong, Vnescrin .. a casket, 
a little chest, a drawer. 1583 — Campo di Fior 145 Reache 
the cardes, which thou shalt finde in the drawer of the 
table. 1710 Steele latter No. 245 fa A small Cabinet, 
with Six Drawers. 1855 Macaulay Hist. Eng. IV. 251 All 
his bookcases and drawers were examined. 

b. pi. Drawers = Chest of drawers : a piece 
of furniture made to contain a number of drawers, 
arranged in tiers, and having usually a flat top, 
used as a writing-table, toilet-table, or the like. 

1677-1859 Chest of drawers [see Chest sb. 1 8]. 1697-9 
Dam pier Voy. an. 1688 (R. , Corners of drawers or cabinets. 
r8i3 Examiner 8 Feb. 84/2 A suit of . .clothes . . happened 
to be on the drawers. 1850 Mrs. F. Vidal Orphajt ii. xi, I 
moved away ray pink ribbon off the drawers. 

c. attrib. Also DrawerfaX. 

1828 Miss Mitford Village Ser, in. (1863'' 5x3 A whole 
drawerful of skeins. 1850 Chubb Locks # Keys 14 A three- 
inch drawer-lock. 

Drawers (drg\iz\ sb. pt. [From quot. 1567 , 
app. a term of low origin, which has risen into 
general use; f. Draw v. r prob. as things which 
one draws on.} A garment for the lower part 
of the body and legs: now usually restricted to 
under-hose worn next the skin. (In some early 
instances the word appears to mean stockings.) 

1567 Harman Caveat s 3 Here followyth their pelting speehe 
. . Whych language they terme Peddelars Frenche. .A com- 
mission, a shierte ; drawers, hosen ; stampers, shooes. 1576 
Dm. in Ripon Ch. A cts 378 A paire of draw ers of mockadoo. 
x6xx Cotgr., Brayes, short (and close) breeches, drawers, 
or vnderhose, of linnen, &c. Ibid., House, a drawer, or 
course stocking worne ouer a finer, by countrey people. 1655; 
N ewbrugh tn Nicholas Papers (Camden) II. 290, I bane 
sent an Indian gowne and stuff for drawers. 1658 Howell 
Part. Vocab., Drawers, le sotto eateetti, les ctjaussettes. 
17x1 Steele Sped. No. 51 T 5 Makes a Country Squire 
strip to his Holland Drawers. 17x7 Lady M. W. Montagu 
Let. to Ctess Mar 1 Apr., The first part of my dress is 
a pair of drawers, very full, that reach to my shoes. 1791 
Huddesford Sal mag. 66 Cricket, nimble boy and light. 
In slippers red and drawers white. 1893. Sinclair & Henry 
Swimming (Badm. Lib.) 374 A skin-tight costume .. with 
bathing-drawers underneath of silk. 

Draw-file , v. [f. Draw- vb.-stem used 

adverbially.] tram. To file or roughen a surface 
by drawing the file along it longitudinally without 
lateral movement, as in using a spoke-shave. 

1884 F. J. Britten Watch <$♦ Clockrn. 35 The bouchon .. 
should be previously lightly draw-filed at the end. 

Drawgate. A sluice-gate ; a shuttle in the 
gate of a canal-lock which is ■ drawn up to let part 
of the water escape. y-:'\ 

1791 Rep. Navig. Thames $ Isis 2 Estimate a A. ; "new ; 
Pound Lock and Wear rebuilt with Draw-Gates. 1793 
R. Mylne Rep. Thames 16 A single Pair of Gates, with 
draw-Gates or Cloughs^ therein. x86x Smiles Engineers II. 
69 To provide them with nine draw-gates. 

Drawght, obs. form of Draught. 
Braw-glove. 

1 1. (Also draw-gloves.), An old parlour game, 
also called drawing (of) gloves , which consisted 
apparently in a race at drawing off gloves at the 
utterance of certain words. Obs. 

c 1400 Destr. Troy 2938 Drawing of glovis, With comonyng 
in company. .Gers maidnes be mart, manage fordone. 1598 
Drayton Heroic. Rp. 370 (N.) In pretty riddles to bewray 
our loves, In questions, purpose, or in drawing gloves. 1648 
Herrick Hcsper. (1869) 104 {Draw Gloves} At draw-gloves 
we’l play. And prethee, let’s lay A wager, and let it be 
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this ; Who first to the sutrnne Of twenty shall come Shall 
have for his winning a kisse. Ibid. 230. 1767 H. Brooke 
Fool o/Qual. 11859). 1. 21 Here our hero was beaten hollow, 
as he was afterward at drawglove and shuffle the slipper. 

2 . An archer's drawing-glove. 

Drawing (drp-iq), vbl. sb. [f. Draw v,] 

1 . gen. The action of the verb Draw in its various 
senses : the imparting of motion or impulse in the 
direction of the actuating force ; pulling, dragging, 
draught, hauling, traction ; attraction, extraction, 
removal, derivation ; formal composition (of a 
document), f translation, etc. 

c *3°5 Ft. Lucy 136 in E. R. P. (1862) 105 Summe h e 3 hit 
fewe beo: mid lasse drawinge woUej? gon. 1398 Trkvisa 
Barth. De P. R. ix. i. 11495) 345 The stone Adamas meuyth 
by strong drawinge yren. 14.13 Pilgr. Smile- tCaxton) it, 
li. (1859J 54 Synne . . done . . by drawyng and inclynadon 
of the tree! flesshe. 1450-1530 Myrr. our Ladye 3 Of 
psalmes .. ye may haue them of Rycharde hampoules 
drawynge. 1509 Hawks Past . Pleas. 1. xxiii, Shotyngand 
drawyng of the bowe. 1548 Hall Chrou Hen. Fill, 17 b, 
Beastes mete for drawyng. 1686 [Rlore] Gent. R cere at. 
n, 78 To beat the Bushes after a Pox is termed Drawing. 
1732J. James tr. Le Blond's Gardening 209 Clay . . costs 
nothing but the Drawing. 1893 Times 14 July 11/4 At 
the drawing of stumps at 7 o’clock. 1894 Mrs. H. Ward 
Marcella 1. 176 A romantic drawing towards the stateliness 
and power which it all implied, 

b. concr. That which is drawn, or obtained by 
drawing, spec, in pi., the amount of money taken 
in a shop, or drawn in the course of business. 

1883 Harper's Mag. 829/2 To these . . is given the second 
drawing of the tea. 

2 . The formation of a line by drawing some 
tracing instrument from point to point of a surface ; 
representation by lines, delineation ; hence, 4 any 
mode of representation in which the delineation of 
form predominates over considerations of colour’ ; 
the draughtsman’s art. 

Out of drawing, incorrectly drawn, esp. in relation to the 
point of sight, out of proper perspective. 

1530 Palsgr. 215/1 Drawyng of an ymage, portraicUire. 
1669 Sturmy Mariner's Mag. u. 53 You must have a Gauge 
..for the drawing of straight Lines on your Scale, 1769 
Sir ]. Reynolds Disc. ii. (1887)21 Painting comprises both 
drawing and colouring. 1816 J. Smith Panorama Sc. 
Art II. 697 Drawing, strictly speaking, includes only the 
art of forming the resemblance of objects by means of out- 
lines; but it is usual to call those performances drawings, 
where only a single colour, as Indian ink, is employed to 
produce shades. _ 1859 Reeve Brittany 59 The building in 
our stereograph is . . out of drawing. 1884 Century Mag. 
XXIX. 205/2 ‘Drawing 1 , though it must often be used with 
less precision, really implies work with the point. 1887 
Rusk in frxterita II. 251 The plates .. were , . the first 
examples of the sun’s drawing that were ever seen in Oxford. 

b. transf. The arrangement of the lines which 
determine form. 

5753 Hogarth Anal. Beauty x. no Legs much swoln with 
disease.. having lost their * drawing as the painters call it. 
i88x Grace Landscape Paint. 62 The late autumn is.. good 
for sketching trees, as you can see their anatomy and 
drawing. 

3 . That which is drawn ; a delineation by pen, 
pencil, or crayon; a representation in black and 
white, or in monochrome ; a sketch. 

1668-9 Pkpys Diary 23 Jan., Looking on my . . pictures, 
and my wife’s drawings. 1769 Sir J, Reynolds Disc. i. (R.), 
They made a variety of sketches ; then a finished drawing 
of the whole. 1778 Ibid. vlii. (1887) 151 A collection of 
drawings by great painters. 1859 Gullick & Tim bs Paint. 
303 We can readily understand how paintings in water 
colours came to be called simply * drawings 1868 Browning 
Ring $ Bk. r. 57 Modern chalk drawings. 

4 . In Textile manufacture, applied to various 
operations : see quots. 

1831 G. R. Porter Silk Manuf. 220 The next process is 
drawing or entering, which is passing each thread of the 
warp regularly through its appropriate loop in the heddle. 
1864 R. A. Arnold Cotton Fam. 29 The tender production 
of the carding-engine is subjected to the drawing-frames, 
which give a little more consistence and much greater 
length to the fleecy rope, now become a ‘ drawing *, 1894 
Labour Commission Gloss., Drawing , a number of opera- 
tions from combing to spinning, .to reduce the thickness of 
the sliver of wool by drawing the warp through the ‘reed’. 

5 . With advbs., as drawing back, near, etc. 

*S 2 3 Do. Berners Froiss. I. ccclxxxi. (R ), They haue. . 
good breed, and we haue the drawyng out of the chaff. 
I S3° Palsgr. 215/1 Drawyng nere. .approche. 1636 Sander- 
son Serm. II. 53 What shrinking and drawing back ! 1647 
Jer. Taylor Lib. Profih. iii. (R.), Little drawings aside of 
the curtains of peace and eternity. 1710 Palmer Proverbs \ 
174 To.. insult him upon hisdrawing off. 1873 Helps Anim. 

4 r Mast. ii. (1875) 39 Entrusted with the drawing-up of the 
ultimate document. 

0 . Comb. a. In various senses, as drawing-awl, 
an awl having an eye near the point, as to carry 
a thread through the hole bored ; *f‘ drawing-bed, 
an extensible bed ; drawing-bench, a bench or 
table in the mint on which strips of metal are 
drawn to the same thickness for coining ; also a 
bench on which a cooper works with his drawing- 
knife ; f drawing-bridge *= Drawbridge ; draw- 
ing-engine, a stationary steam-engine used to 
draw loads up an incline, the shaft of a mine, etc. ; 
drawing-frame, a machine in which the slivers 
from the carding- machine are drawn out and 
attenuated ; drawing-glove, a glove worn by 
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archers on the right hand in drawing the bow; 
drawing-machine, a machine through which 
strips of metal are drawn to be made thin and 
even, or of a desired curve, etc. ; drawing-press, 
a machine for cutting and pressing sheet metal 
into a requited shape, as for pans, dish-covers, and 
the like ; drawing-rolls, in a spinning mill, rolls 
between which the slivers pass in the process of 
‘drawing’; drawing-string, a string passed 
through a hem, casing, or eyelet holes, by which 
the sides of an article (as a* bag) may be drawn 
together, or on which it may (as a curtain) be 
suspended instead of a rod; drawing- table, a 
table extensible by drawing out slides or leaves. 

2439 WM o/Lockard (Somerset Ho.), Lectos extendibiles 
vocjitos^drawyngbeddes. 1879 Cassell's Teckn. Educ. IV. 
298/1 The drawing tool .. is a heavy block of steel with 
a hole in the centre, fixed upon the substantial bed of 
the long *drawing- bench. 3,638 Sir T. Herbert Trav. 
(ed. 2) 334 A dozen iron Gates, and Mrawing Bridges. 
1835 Uke Philos. Manuf. 123 The important part 
which Arkwright’s *drawing-frame performs in a cotton- 
mill. 1847 Illnstr, Lond. News 30 July 19 '3 The mill .. 
contained from 70 to too spinning and drawing frames. 
1881 Greener Gun 296 The thimble is then ..forced through 
the *dra wing-machine again. x 885 T Hardy Mayor of 
Casterbr. 41 Dimity curtains on a *dra wing-string, 

b. Of or pertaining to delineation, Drawing 2, 
as drawing-office, - pencil , - room , - school , - table , 
etc. ; drawing-block, a block composed of leaves 
of drawing-paper adhering at the edges, so as to 
be removable one by one when used ; drawing- 
board, a board on which paper is stretched for 
drawing on ; drawing-book, a book for drawing 
in, wholly blank, or with designs to be copied; 
drawing-compass, -es, a pair of compasses having 
a pencil or pen in lieu of one of the points ; draw- 
ing-paper, stout paper of various kinds intended 
for drawing on ; drawing-pen, an instrument 
adjustable by a screw to draw ink lines of varying 
thicknesses ; drawing-pin, a flat-headed pin used 
to fasten drawing-paper to a board, desk, etc. 

1809 R. Langford Introd. Trade 63, 2 Reams ^Drawing 
Atlas [paper]. 1881 Miss Braddon Asph. I. 7 Daphne 
produced her *dra wing-block, and opened her colour-box. 
1725 W. Halfpenny Sound Building 26 On a *Drawing- 
Board, or Floor, describe . . the Arch ABC. 3755 (title) 
The Complete * Drawing Book, Containing many and curious 
Specimens. 1863 Miss W hately Ragged life in Egypt xvi. 
152, I came down with a drawing-book to sit near the door. 
1804 Ct. Rumford in Phil. Trans. XCIV. 135 A circular 
piece of thick ^drawing- paper. 1706 Phillips (ed. Kersey), 

* Drawing-pen, an Instrument . . to draw Lines finer or 
thicker. ^ 1728 R. Morris Ess.Anc. Archii . Advt., Mathe- 
matical instruments .. Compasses, Drawing-Pens. 1859 F. 
A. Griffiths Artil. Man. (1862) 368 Fixing it firmly by 
means of *drawing-pins. 1706 Phillips (ed. Kersey), 

* Drawing-fable, an Instrument with a Frame, to holda Sheet 
of Royal-Paper, for Draughts of Ships, Fortifications, etc. 

Dr awing, ppl a. [f. as prec. 4- -in g 2 .] 

1 . gen. That draws, in various senses of the verb. 

1576 Turberv. Venerie 179 We take them, .with a drawing 
ferret when they be yong. 1659 D. lpKui.lMpr.Sea 315 A deep 
drawing Vessel. 1890 Baker Wild Beasts II. 49 With one 
desperate drawing cut across the throat he reached the spine. 

2 . spec. Used to draw vehicles, etc. ; draught-. 

1551 Robinson tr. More's Uiop. n.(Arb.) 158 Drawing and 

beai inge beastes. 1683 Lond. Gaz. No. 1810/4 A brown bay 
drawing Gelding. 1875 R. F. Martin Winding Machin, 40 
The two head-gear pulleys, .at the drawing shaft 

3 . That draws out purulent or foreign matter 
from a wound, etc. 

1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. vn. txix.(i495) 288 Thenne 
the leche vsyth drawynge medycynes. c 1400 Lanfranc's 
Cirtirg. 232 pis enpostym schai be helid wif? drawynge 
Jringis and wasiynge. 1795 Hull Advertiser 17 Oct. 1/4 
A drawing plaister was speedily applied. 1857 Dunglison 
Med. Diet. 302 Substances which . . promote suppuration .. 
are vulgarly termed drawing, 
f 4 . Attractive. Ohs. 

1577 Fenton Gold. Epist. (1582) 282 She was of goodlye 
personage, hir aspecte sweete and drawing. 1669 Bunyan 
Holy Citie 181 It had a very takingand drawing Glory in it. 

t Drawing-chamber. Obs. A drawing- 
room: see W 1 THJDR A WIN G-CH AMBER. 

158a Whetstone Heptameron Cjb, After .. Dinner . . 
Queene Aurelia with a chosen company, retyred her selfe, 
into a pleasant drawing Chamber. 1642 Declar. Lords & 
Com. 19 May 25 Meeting Mr. Jermyn in the Queens drawing 
Chamber. 3649 Dm. in Merton Reg. II. 361 In the Draw- 
ing chamber. 1813 in Spirit Pub. Jr tils. XVII, 122 For my ; 
drawing-chambers. . I will have them delicately furnished. 

Drawing-knife, a. A tool, consisting of a 
blade with a handle at each end, used for shaving 
or scraping a surface. Tb. A farrier’s instrument, 
c. (See quot. 1842-76). 

*737 Brack f.n Farriery Intpr. (1756) I. 354 The Farrier’s 
drawing^ Knife. 1794 Rigging fy Seamanship 1 . 151 Draw- 
ing Knife . . sometimes used instead of the stock-sheave, to 
pare off the rough wood. 1815 Sporting. M ag. XLVI. 159 
If., the drawing-knife [be] used every time he is shod, he 
will be tender footed. 1833 J. Holland Manuf. Metal 1 . 
318 A carpenter buys a drawing-knife, which is a stout 
blade, edged in the middle, and handled at both ends. 1842- 
76 Gwilt Encycl . Arckit. Gloss., Drawing Knife, an edge 
too) used to make an incision on the surface of wood along 
Which the saw is to follow. It prevents the teeth of the saw 
tearing the surface. 
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f Drawingly, adv. Obs. [f. Drawing ppl a . 
+ -LY-.J in a slow, deliberate, or hesitating 
manner; drawlingly. 

[3561 T. Hoby Courtier 1. D ij b, Their woordes they pro- 
nounce so drawning] y, that a man would weene they were 
. . yelding vp the ghost.] 1598 Florio, Cacatamente , srieak- 
ingly, drawingly. .faltringly. 3626 Bacon Nates Civ. Con- 
Mor. & Hist. Wks. (Bohn) 198 I’o speak leisurely and 
rather drawingly, than hastily, 3662 J. Chandler’ Van 
Belmont's print. 18 Scarce the space, wherein any one 
might drawingly pronounce four syllables. 

Drawing-master. A teacher of drawing. 
Hence Brawing-masterisli a , -mastership. 

a 1779 T WEDDELL Rem. lix. 273 1 Jod.) Consult a drawing, 
master upon the subject. 1821 Craig Led. Drawing iv. 196 
The general standard of proportion which has doubtless 
been laid down to you by your drawing masters. 3885 A then* 
mini 12 Sept. 341/ 1 A sort of drawing mastership inexcelsis . 
1889 Black Penance of John Logan 207 A pretty drawing- 
mas terish kind of a sketch. ® 

Drawing-room 1 (dipflqjn/m). [Shortened 
from Withdra wing-room, which is found in i6thc. 
and is very common in 17th.] 

1 . orig. A room to withdraw to, a private chamber 
attached to a more public room (see Withdraw- 
ing-room) ; now, a room reserved for the reception 
of company, and to which the ladies withdraw 
from the dining-room after dinner. 

3642 Ld. Sunderland Let. to Wife, The king . . is very 
cheerful, and by the bawdy discourse I thought I had been 
in the drawing room. 1675 Brooks Gold. Key Wks. i867 : 
V. 579 Here are chambers, with drawing-rooms provided, 
not open chambers, but with doors, .shut round about, c 1730 
C. F iennes Diary iibZb> 239 Next this is the drawing roome 
of state. 3728 Young Fame 1. Wks. (1757) 88 Nor 
shoots up folly to a nobler bloom In her own native soil, the ; 
drawing-room. 1791 Boswell Johnson 25 Apr. an. T778, 
We went to the drawing-room, where was a considerable 
increase of company. 1856 Emerson Eng. Traits, Manners 
Wks. (Bohn) Ii. 51 The gentlemen, .rejoin the ladies in the 
drawing-room, and take coffee. 

b. The company assembled in a drawing-room. 
[1732 Berkeley Alciphr. 1. § 11 In any drawing-room or 
assembly of polite people ] 1841-4 Emerson isss.. Manners 
Wks. (Bohn) I. 212 The person who screams .. or converses 
with heat, puts whole drawing-rooms to flight. 1856 
Macaulay Johnson Misc. Writ. 11889) 374 He would amaze 
a drawing-room by suddenly ejaculating a clause of the 
Lord's Prayer. 

*A. A levee held in a drawing-room ; a formal 
reception by a king, queen, or person of rank ; that 
at which ladies are ‘ presented ’ at court. 

[1673 Dryden Marr. a la Mode 11. i, You shall be every 
day at the King’s levee and I at the queen's; and we will 
never meet but in the drawing-room. 3706-7 Farquhar 
Beaux' Strat. iy. ii, Whereas, It I marry my Lord Aimwell, 
there will be Title, Place and Precedence, the Park, the 
Play, and the Drawing-Room.] 1711 Swift Jrnl. to Stella 
8 Aug., There was a drawing-room to-day at court. 1714 
Lond. Gaz. No. 5267/8 In the Evening her Highness kept 
a Drawing-Room, at which were all the Ladies and Persons 
of Distinction of this Place. 1838 Col. Hawker Diary 
(1893) II. 148 The last Drawing Room of the season; so 
of course an awful crowd. 1868 Q. Victoria Tours Eng. 
Jrel. 183 At half past Eight we drove into Dublin for the 
Drawing-room. It is always held here of an evening. .One 
thousand six hundred ladies were presented. 

3 . attrib. 

1703 Lond. Gaz. No. 3980/1 He met Her at Her Drawing- 
Room Door. 3786 Mad. D’Arblay Diary 27 July, The 
Queen.. puts on her drawing-room apparel at St. James’s. 
1848 W. H. Kelly tr. L. Blanc's Hist . Ten Y. II. 379 
The drawing-room influence thus set in motion. 1882 
Sala Arner. Rents. (1885' 88 The Pullman ‘ parlor* — or, as 
it is called in England, ‘drawing-room Car*. 3888 Lowell 
Lit. Ess. (1892) 11 Domestic and drawing-room prose as 
distinguished from that of the pulpit, the forum, or the closet. 
Drawing-room^. A room for drawing in ; see 
Drawing vbl. sb. 6 b. 

Brawk, drank (drpk), sb. Also 4-6 drauke, 
5-9 drake, 6, 9 draviek, (8-9 erron. drank), 9 
droke. [Corresponds to OF. droe, droue, F. droc, 
med.L. drauca, MDu. dravik, mod. Du. dravig, 
according to Verdana Bromus secalinus. J 
A kind of grass growing as a weed among corn ; 
app. orig. Bromus secalinus, but also applied (at 
least in books) to Lolium temulentum and Avena 
fatua , and so confounded with ‘cockle’ or ‘darnel' 
(lolium, zizania), and wild oats. 

c 1325 Metr. Horn. 152 With gastly drauc and wit darnele. 
c i 3 2 5 Gloss. W.de Biblesw. in Rel. Ant. II. 80 Drauck, betel 
c 1440 Promp. Parv. 130/2 Drawke, wede, drauca. C1475 
Voc. in Wr.-Wulcker 787/1 Hec zizania, a drawke. 1483 
Cath. Angl. 107/2^ Drake or darnylle. 3523 Fitzherb. 
Husb. § 20 Drake is lyke vnto rye, till it begynne to sede. 
3578 Lyte Dodoetis iv. xvi. 470 Festuca , or as the Douchmen 
call it Drauick, is also a hurtfull plant, hauing his leaues 
and strawe not muchvnlyke Rye, at the top whereof growe 
spreading eares. .it may be also very well called, .in Englishe 
Wilde Otes, or Drauick. 3597 Gerarde Herbal 1. Iv. (1633) 
76 Bromus Altera , Drauke. 1802 Barrington Hist.N. S. 
Wales vi. 159 The com. .was much mixed with a weed called 
drake, a 3825 Forby Voc. E. Anglia, Drawk, the common 
darnel-grass. 3846 Jrnl. R. Agric. Soc. VII. 11, 351 Droke 
is the enemy most to be dreaded in strong soils. 

Drawk, v. Sc. and north, dial. Also 6, 9 
draik, 8 drake, 9 drauk. [.Etymology obscure : 
perh. related to ON. drekkja to drench, drown, 
swamp, submerge.] trans. To saturate with mois- 
ture, as flour or quicklime with water. 


DBAW-KETIFE. 

2500*20 Dunbar Poems xxxiii. 102 All bis pennis war 
ctrownd and draw kit [v.r. draikit]. 1776 Sir J. Malcolm in 
jtieni's Collect . II. 99 (Jam.) The tail o’t hang down, Like a 
meikle maan lang draket gray goose-pen. 1810 Cromek Rem. 
NUhsdale Song (1880) 58 O dight, quo she, > ere mealy mou’, 
For my twa lips ye’re drauking. 1825 Brockett N. C. Gloss., 
Drawk, Brack , to saturate with water. 1856 W. A. Foster 
in W. S. Crockett Minstr. of Merse (1893) 152 The muir- 
fbwi likes the heatherbell VVhen draiket wi 5 the dew. 

Braw-knife. = Drawing-knife. 

2703 Moxon Meek. Exerc. 122 With the handles of the 
Draw-knife in both their Hands, enter the edge of the 
Draw-knife into the Work, and draw Chips almost the 
length of their Work. 1711 Land. Gaz. No. 4863/4 Each 
fore Foot cut in three places with a draw Knife. i88x 
Greener Gun 249 The stock is then rounded up with a 
draw-knife. 

Brawl (drgl), v. Also 7-8 draul(e. [Appears 
in end of 16th c. : perh. introduced in Vagabonds’ 
Cant from Du. or LG. Cf, Du. dralen to loiter, 
linger, delay, in Kilian (1599) draelen ( cunctari, 
morari, trahere moram V (prob. also in MDu.), 
LG. dnilen, EFris. dralen, in same sense; also 
EFris. draueln, draulen , LG. draueln ( Brem . Wb ) 
to linger, loiter, dawdle. App., in origin, an in- 
tensive deriv. from the root of Draw v . : cf. 
mod.Icel. dralla quasi drag la to loiter.] 

1. intr. To move along with slow and loitering 
pace ; to crawl or drag along . Now rare or Obs. 

1652 Benlowes Theoph. n. liii. 30 Whose .. march .. is slow 
as drawling snails. 1725 Bradley Fam. Diet. s.v. Warren , 
Suffering your Net to drawl on the Ground. 1780 Mad. 
D’Arblay Diary May, Charlotte, .drawled towards 11s, and 
asked me why I would not dance? 1829 Examiner 616/2 
Sporting in the moonshine, and drawling along the streets, 
b. Of words. 

1597 Bp. Hall Sat. 1. vi. 8 The nimble dactils striving To 
out-go The drawling spondees pacing it below. 1743 R. 
Blair Grave 316 Duller rhymes With heavy halting, pace 
that drawl along. 1836 T. Hook G. Gurney III. 118 His 
words, .drawled slowly over his lips. 

2 . intr. To prolong or lengthen out the sounds 
Of speech in an indolent or affected manner; to 
speak slowly, by affectedly prolonging the words. 

1598 Shaks. Merry W. n. i. 145, I neuer heard such a 
drawling-affecting rogue. 1604 Ii. Cawdrey Fable Alph. 
(16x3), Draule, to speake slowly. 1728 Pope Dune. «. 388 
The clerks, .in one lazy tone, Thro’ the long, heavy, painful 
page drawl on. 1784 Cowper Task 1. 95 The tedious Rector 
drawling o’er his head. 1885 Manch. Weekly Times 6 June 
5/5 A long-winded orator, .is left to drawl away by himself. 

3 . trans. To utter with lazy slowness : chiefly 
with out. 

1663 Hawkins Youths Bekav. 24 If any drawl forth his 
words. X795 Mason Ch. Mus . iii. 202 The Psalms ..drawled 
out and bawled with . . unmusical and unmeaning vehe- 
mence. 1824 L. Murray Eng. Gram. (ed. 5) I. 355 [To say] 
do-o-main, pul-lee, ho-lee, fu-ree, &c. protracting or drawling 
out the syllable. 1865 Trollope Belton Est. xvi. 187 When 
the squire, .drawled out some expression of regret. 

4 . To cause to pass on or away , or move along 
slowly and laggingly ; to drag out , on, etc. 

1758 Johnson LllerNo. 1 5 P 7 Thus, .does she constantly 
drawl out her time, without either profit or satisfaction. 
1769 Misc. in A nit. Reg. 2x0/2 Their mornings are drauled 
away, with perhaps a saunter upon the beach. 1774 
Goldsm. Nat. Hist. I. 19 7 This languid and spiritless exist- 
ence is frequently drawled on. 1825 Cobbett Rur. Rides 
<1830) I.119 The Chancery would drawl it out till [etc.], 

Hence Brawled///, a., Brawling* vbl. sb . ; 
also Brawler. 

X648 Milton Observ. Art . Peace Wks. (1851) 571 The 
common drawling of thir Pulpit elocution. 1656 S. Holland 
Zara (1719) 140 A Subburb Letcher, or a drawl’d Prostitute. 
*663 Hawkins Youths Behav. 28. 1830 Tennyson To J. 
M. K., Thou art no sabbath-drawler of old saws. 

Brawl, sb. [f. prec. vb.] The action of drawl- 
ing ; a slow, indolent utterance. 

*760 Lloyd A ctor (R), The white handkerchief and mourn- 
ful drawl. 1781 Cowper Hope 199 His weekly drawl, 
Though short, too long. 1840 R. H. Dana Bef. Mast xiii. 
29 They have a good deal of the Creole drawl. 1887 Frith 
Autobiog. I. xxii. 318 In speaking, he had caught a little of 
the drawl affected in high life, 
b. Slow loitering pace. rare. 

1850 H, Rogers Ess. II. iv. 390 It is in the epistolary 
compositions of the age . . that the drawl of our ancestors 
strikes us most forcibly. 

t Braw-latch, sb. Obs . [f. Draw v. + Latch. 
With sense 3 cf. dial, latch, a lazy or indolent 
fellow.] 

1 . A string hanging on the outside of a door by 
which a latch is drawn or raised. 

16x4 J. Cooke Tu Quoque in Hazl. Dodsley XI. 249 I’ll 
pull out my tongue, and hang it at her door for a draw-latch. 

2 . A thief who enters by drawing up the latch ; a 
sneaking thief ; a sneak. Cf. Latch-drawer. 

*33* Act 5 Edw. Illy c. 14 Roberdesmen, Wastours & 
Draghlacclie. 1383 Act j Rich. II, c. x § 5. £1515 Cocke 
Lorells B. (Percy Soc.) 5 With davy drawelaehe of rokyng- 
ame. X546 J. Heywood Prov. (1867) 72 To make me Iohn 
drawlache, or such a snekebill. 1607 Cowell Interpr., 
Drawe latches . . Master Lamberd .. calleth them miching 
theeves, as wasters. 

3 . Applied opprobriously, esp. to a lazy laggard. 

1538 Latimer Serm. 4 Rem. (1845) 393 If the masters be 

not good, but honourers of drawlatches, change them. 1583 
Stanyhurst YEyeis 11. (Arb.) 55 You drawlach loytrers. 
*599 Warn. Fair eW om. 1. 394 Some heavy drawlatch would 
nave been this month . . Before he could have found my 
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policy, a x6xo Chettle Hoffman G j (N.), If I pepper him 
not, say I am not worthy to be calda duke, but a drawlatch. 

Hence + BrawTatch v. intr., to sneak, shuffle, 
lag behind. 

1599 Nashe Lenten Sit ffeygBaw waw quoth Bagshaw to 
that which drawlaeheth behinde. 

Drawlery, obs. var. Drollery. 

Brawling 1 (drp*)ig), fpl. a. That drawls. 

1597 [see Drawl v. i b]. 1645 Milton Colast. Wks. (1847) 

225/2 A tedious and drawling tale of burning, and burning, 
and lust and burning. 1727 Pope, etc. Art of Sinking 105 
Pretty drawling words like these. 2863 Hawthorne Our 
Old Home 173 The drawling, snail-like slothfulness of our 
progress. 1869 Trollope He Knew xxii, He seems to me 
always to preach very drawling sermons. 1876 Douse 
Grimm's L. § 64. 174 A slovenly or drawling pronunciation. 
Hence DrawTingvLy adv. ; DrawTingmess. 

1742 Bailey (ed. 10), Draulingly, speaking very slowly. 
D rattlingness. Slowness in Speech. 1834 Fails Mag. I. 
643 Blarney sings drawlingly like a street singer. 

BrawTy, a. Sc. [f. Drawl sb. + -y .] Of the 
nature of a drawl, characterized by drawling. 

1825 Jamieson, Drawlie, slow, and at the same time 
slovenly. 1829 Blackw. Mag.X.X.V I. 962 For the painter 
to illustrate the work of the poet or proser, be it drawly or 
divine. 1833 M. Scott Font Cringle xii. (1859) 285 The old 
don. .so sedate and drawiey as he was a minute before. 

Brawn (dr§n), ppl. a. [see Draw v.] 

1 . Moved by traction; dragged, hauled, pulled; at- 
tracted ; extracted ; protracted ; strained, stretched, 
made thin by tension. Also in comb., as long-, 
well-drawn ; with advbs., as drawn-tip. 

c 1430 Two Cookery-bks. 10 Drawyn grwel Ibid. 42 Take 
be drawyn Eyroun. 1509 Hawes Past. Pleas, xvm. xi, 
Her heer was bryght as the drawne wyre. 1596 Shaks. 

3 Hen. IV, iii. iii. 129 There’s, .no more truth in thee, then 
in a drawne Fox. 1648 Gage West lnd. xii. 64 Ventured 
himselfe in a Coach with drawne curtaines. 1753 Mrs. 
Delany Life 4* Corr. (t86i) III. 240 He has no scruple about 
fish or drawn gravy. 1806-7 J. Beresford Miseries Hum. 
Life (1826) vii. xvi, Drawn, vapid, cold tea. 1864 Jrnl. 
R . Agric . Soc. XXV. n. 363 Well-drawn dry wheat-straw. 
x88o C. R. Markham Peruv. Bark 247 Tall, drawn-up sap- 
lings. 1888 A. K. Green Behind Closed Doors ii, A long 
drawn-out tale. 

2 . Of a sword : Pulled out of the sheath, naked. 
fOf a person : Having his sword drawn (obs.). 

c 1200 Ormin 16284 patt draghenn swerd wass inn an hannd. 
1480 Caxton Chron. Eng. clxxviii. 150 Robert the Brus pur- 
sued hym with a drawe swerd. 1590 Shaks. Mitts. N. iii. ii. 
402 Where art thou ? . . H ere villaine, drawne and readie. 1610 
— Temp. 11. i. 307 Hoa..why are you drawn? 1838 James 
Robber vi, The stranger had in his hand a drawn sword. 
1890 A. Gissing Village Hampden II. xi. 243 We all live 
now at swords drawn. [Cf. Dagger 2.] 

3 . Of a battle or match : Undecided. 

[The origin of this use is uncertain. It is suggested that 
drawn — withdrawn : cf. Draw v. 37.] 
x6io D. Carleton Let. 17 June in Crt. 4- T. Jas, / (3848) 
I. 115 It concluded, as it is many times in a cock pit, with 
a drawn match; for nothing was in the end put to the 
question. 1647 N. Bacon Disc. Govt. Eng. 1. Sum. Concl. 
{1739) 201 A drawn battle, wherein he that continueth last 
in the Field, is glad to be gone away. 1650 Evelyn Diary 
15 Oct., They shot so exact, that it was a drawn match. 
1709 Steele Tatler No. 18 T 6 Our greatest Captains have 
been glad to come off with a drawn Battle. 1825 T. Jeffer- 
son A utobiog. (1859) L 37 If he lost the main battle, he . . 
regained so much of it as to make it a drawn one. 1835 Mrs. 
Carlyle Lett. I. 20 We played a drawn game at chess. 

4 . Traced (as a line), delineated. Chiefly in 
comb., as ill-drawn . 

1571 Digges Pantom. 1. xxvi. H H b, Making so many 
Diuisions in your drawne line, as there are Miles. 1574 
Hellowes Gueuara's Fam. Ep. 46 Muche difference is 
betwixt the drawen platte and the builded house. 1895 
A tkenxum 38 May 648/3 Deftly drawn studies of birds. 

5 . Disembowelled. 

1789 G. White Selborne n. xlviii. (1853) 292 My specimen, 
when drawn and stuffed with pepper, weighed only four 
ounces and a quarter. 

6 . Subjected to tension. 

1879 E. K. Bates Egyptian Bonds I. vi. - 130 With a white, 

* drawn * look of pain on her face. 3885 Malet Cot. Ender- 
by's Wife vr. iv. (ed. 3) III. 147 His lips were drawn and 
stiff, 1894 Baring-Gould Queen of Love I. xx 4 She looked 
at her father’s drawn face, altered by pain. 

7 . Moulded by a drawing-machine. 

1893 Daily News 24 Apr. 670 Stamped and drawn tin- 
ware. .bowls, etc. are selling well for export. 

8 . Gathered, in needle-work. 

1852 in Viscount Ingestre's Meliora I. 269 They were 
drawn-bonnet makers. 1853 C. Bede Verdant Green x, A 
drawn silk bonnet of pale lavender. 1894 Daily News 5 
June 8/4 Her first bonnet . .made of drawn white tulle. 

Brawxaet. — Drag-net; also 4 a net with 
large meshes used for catching the larger varieties 
of fowls \ 

1624 Heywood Captives v. iii. in Bullen O. PI. IV, Bee 
hee a Cristian or beleeve in Mawmett, I such a one this 
night tooke in my drawnett. 1630 in Lex Londijtetisis 
(1680) 201 Any Draw-net or Coulter-net. 1654 Vilvain 
Theorem. Theol. vii, 192 The Church Militant is a mixed 
multitud of good and bad, as a draw-net. 1727 Bradley 
Fam. Diet. s.v.. If you would have a Draw-Net with square 
Meshes. 1879 Queen's Printers' Aids to Bible Gloss., Drag, 
a large draw net. 

Brawn-work. Also drawn-thread work. 
Ornamental work done in textile fabrics by drawing 
•out some of the threads of warp and woof, so as to 
form patterns, with or without the addition of 
needlework, or other accessories. 


DBAY-HORSE. 

1595 Gosson Quips Upst. Gentlewom., Gorgets brave with 
drawne- worke wrought. 1607 Tourneur Rev. Trag. n. i. 
Wks. 1878 II. 41 The finest drawne-worke cuffe. 1636 
Featly C la vis Myst. xxxL 401 Behold here, as in a faire 
samplar, an admirable patterne of drawne-worke. 1894 
Bazaar 21 Nov. 1248/2 White linen edged with a narrow 
band of drawn-work. 1894 Daily News 28 June 6/3 Awards 
for smocking, baskets, embroidery, drawnthread work. 1895 
Ibid, 23 Sept. 5/3 Beautiful drawn-thread table linen. 

Braw-plate. An apparatus for reducing the 
thickness of wire or strips of metal, consisting of 
a steel plate pierced with a number of graduated 
apertures through which the wire or metal is drawn. 
Also drawing -plate. 

1832 Babbage Earn . Manuf. xi. (ed. 3) 98 From slight 
imperfections in the drawplates. 1833 J. Holland Manuf. 
Metal II. 332 The drawing- plate, through which the wire 
passes. Ibid. 335 A draw-plate . . made of the best steel. X884 
F. J. Britten Watch 4- Clockm. 92. 

JDrawsy, obs. form Drowsy. 

Drawt, obs. form of Draught. 
t Drawth. Obs. Also 4 dra5the. [f. Draw 

v. : see -th.] 1 . A treatise; «L. traefus. 

1340 Ayenb. 251 pet ich habbe bier be-uore y-ssewed. .ate 
ginninge of )?e draj^e of uirtue. Ibid. 260. 

2 . = Draught. 

1463 Bury Wills (Camden) 20 The welle werke. .with the 
drawth and the stoon werk. a 1628 F. Greville Sidney 
(1652) 219 In shipping . . the drawth of water. 

Braw-welL 1 . A deep well from which water 
is drawn by a bucket suspended to a rope. 

c 1400 Gamelyn 372 Tho thou threwe my porter in the 
draw-welle. c 1450 Henrvson Mor. Fab. 78 The draw-well 
. . Where that two buckets seuerall suithly hang, As one 
came vp, the other downe would gang. 1549 Compl. Scot. 

vi. 38 He drounit in ane drau vel, 1697 E. Lhwyd in Phil. 
Trans. XXVII. 467 Their Coal-works were not^ Pits sunk 
like Draw-wells. 1829 Nat. Philos., Hydraulics ii. 6 (U. K. 
S.) The Common bucket and rope, .drawn up by a windlass, 
as in our common draw-wells. 

+ 2 . A deep drawer. Obs. 

1762 Sterne Tristram Shandy vi. xxx, I wish for their 
sakes I had the key of my study out of my draw-well, only 
for five minutes, to tell you their names. 

Bray (dr^), sb . 1 Also 4-7 draye, drey(e. 
[A deriv. of OE. dragan to draw ; cf. OE. drtege 
drag-net, also Sw. drog sledge, dray, (ON. draga , 
pi. drogur timber trailed along the ground).] 

+ 1 . A sled or cart without wheels, formerly 
much used for dragging wood, turf, etc. Obs . 

[1369-7° Abingdon Acc. (Camden) 17 In vna dreia empta 
xi!ij<4 In rasteis vijd. ob.j 1387 Trevisa Higden (Rolls) 
III. 145 He sent it on a dreye as it were.venysoun. 1398 
— Barth . De P. R. xvm. xxix . 11495! 790 In stede of a slede 
other of a draye. 14 . . Voc. in Wr.-Wulcker 6x7/10 Traka 
. . a trahendo dicta, quia rotas non habet [anglice a Dreye]. 
1552 Huloet, Dray or sleade whych goeth without wheles. 
t 2. 1 A little cart ’ or car on wheels. Obs . 

1 565-73 Cooper Thesaurus, Curulis. .a little cart or drey 
hauing m it a chaire of estate, c 1610-15 Women Saints 
(E. E. T. S.) 48 To fasten it to her litle cart or drey. 

3 . A low cart without sides used for carrying 
heavy loads : esp. that used by brewers. 

158s [implied in Drayman]. x6xi Cotgr., Haquet, a 
Dray ; a low and open Cart, such as London Brewers vse. 
1644 Prynne & Walker Fiennes' Trial App. 32, I saw a 
large broad Dray, .drawne into the Castle by three or foure 
Horses. 1703 Maundrell Joum. Jems. 1x732) Let, ii. x 
Old batter’d Horses, such as are often seen in Drays. 1862 
Macm. Mag. Apr. 455 A stoppage, caused by some brewer’s 
dray. 

4 . attrib. and Comb., as dray-load ; dray-cart, 
= sense 3; dray-plough, (see quot. 1727). 

1644 Prynne & Walker Fiennes' Trial 78 A Dray load 
more of Match. 1707 Mortimer Husb. (].), The dray- 
plough is the best plough in Winter for miry clays, a 1719 
Addison (J.), Let him be brought into the field of election 
upon his draycart. 1724 De Foe Fortunate Mistress 
(1854V 3 The horses were kept at work in the dray-carts. 
1727-52 Chambers Cycl. s.v. Plough, Dray Plough .. is 
made without either wheel or foot. 

Hence Dray v., to convey on a dray. 

1869 Lady Barker Station Life N. Zealand vi. (1874) 39 
My house is being cut out in Christchurch and will be 
drayed to our station next month, a journey of fifty miles. 

Bray, drey (dr/f), sbP local . Also 7 draie, 
draye. [Origin unknown. ? Same word as prec,] 
A squirrel's nest. 

1607 Topsell Four-f. Beasts (1658) 387 They, .make their 
nests like the draies of Squirrels, a 1631 Drayton Quest of 
Cynthia in Campbell Spec. Brit. Poets (X819) III. 45 The 
nimble squirrel . . Her mossy dray that makes. 1789 G.White 
Selborne (1853) 366 Three little young squirrels in their 
nest or drey as it is called in these parts. 1889 Eng. IU. 
Mas. Dec. 211 [They] lay their eggs in old nests, very often 
in old squirrel's drays. 

Dray, obs. f. Draw v. ; variant of Deray. 
Dray(e, obs. form of Dry a. 

Brayage (drj^ed^). [f. Dray sbX + -age.] 
a. Conveyance by dray. b. The charge for this. 

1791 T. Jefferson in Harper's Mag. Mar. (1885) 535/2 
Pd. Wm. Forbes freight, storage, drayage of 13 hhds. tob°. 
x86o Times 9 May X2/5 He then collected the drayage, and 
informed the agent that the person sending it would call 
round, pay carriage, and get a receipt. 

DrayfF, obs. Sc. pa. t. of Drive v. 
Bray-horse, [f. Dray jA 1 ] A large and 
powerful horse used for drawing a dray. 

1709 Steele Fatter No. 60 ? 10 A Discourse on the 
Nature of the Elephant, the Cow, the Dray-Horse. 1756 


DRAYMAH, 


DREADFULLY, 


F cote Eng. fr. Paris i. Whs. 1799 1 , 106 She is condemned 
to do more drudgery than a dray-horse. 1820 B. Sillimam 
jfrnl. Trim : (ed. 2) III. 86 When we speak of a London 
dray-horse, we must understand an animat which in size 
resembles an elephant rather than a horse. 

Drayman. 1 . A man who chives a dray tin. 
England, usually a brewer’s dray). 

1581 Fleetwood in Ellis Or/g. Lett. Ser. i. II. 285 They 
brought unto me . . vi tall fellowes that were draymen unto 
b rue rs. 1606 Shaks. Tr. Cr. 1. ii. 270 A Dray-man, a 
Porter, a very Camell. 1710 Lend. Cm. No. 4649/4 A 
Drayman at Mr. Truman’s and Mr. Bacon’s, Brewers in 
Spittlefields. 1844 Dickf.ns Mart. Chnz. liii, Two ..burly 
draymen letting down big butts of beer into a cellar. 

f 2 . A fisherman who uses a drag-net ; cf. next 
and draggerman. Obs. 

3:584 in Descr. Thames (1758I 63 No Fishermen, Garth- 
men, Petermen, Draymen, or Trinkenuen, shall. .set up any 
Wears, Engines [etc.]. 

t Dray-net. Obs. = Drag-net. 

c 1000 /Llfric Gloss, in Wr.-Wulcker Voc. 105/4 Tragum, 
dragnet net clrtege. Ibid. 167/13 Uerrienium , drsegnet. 
*584 in Descr. Thames (1758) 63 Dray Nets and Kiddels, 
forbidden. 

DrayscSie, drayse, obs. forms of Thresh v. 
Brazel (drae z’I). Now dial. In 8 draziL See 
also Dhossel. [Derivation uncertain : prob. from 
same root as Sc. Drasie. Often identified with 
dratchdl ; but this seems improbable.] A slut. 
1674-93 Ray S. E. C, Words 96 A Drazel ; a Dirty Shit. 
2678 Butler Hud. m. i. 987 To use her as the Devi does 
Witches . . That, when the time’s expir’d, the Brazels For 
ever may become his Vassals. 1787 in Grose Prov. Gloss. 

Dre, obs. form of Dree v. 

Dread ;dred), v. Forms : 2-6 drede, (3 drae- 
den), 4-6 dred, (4 dradde, dride, 3 pers. sing, 
drat, dret), 4-5 dredd(e, 4-6 dreed(e, 5-7 Sc. 
droid, 6~ dread. Pa. t. 3-5 dredd(e, (4 drede), 
4-5 dradde, 4-6 drad, dred, 5 Sc. dredyt, 6- 
dreaded. Pa. pple. 4 ydred, y dradde, idrad, 
4-6 dred, -de, 5 -6 drad, -de, 6-7 dread(e, 6- 
dreaded. [Early ME. dreden, tirnden , not found 
in OE. ; prob. aphetic t ad reden , DE. an-, on- 
dnedan ; see A dread.] 

X. tram. To fear greatly, be in mortal fear of; 
to regard with awe or reverence, venerate. 

c 1175 Lamb. Horn. 21 Swilcne lauerd we a^en to dreden. 
pet is godalmihtin. C1200 Ormin 34686 Nuwat I patt tu 
dra;desst Godd. 1340 Ayenb. rt6 ]>e ybernde uer dret. 
c 1400 Maundev. (Roxb.> ix. 33 pai drede nojt he sowdan 
tie nan o^er prince. 1481 Caxton J iyrr. it. xxviii. T21 The 
thondre, whiche is moche to be doubted and drad. 1590 
Spenser F. Q. 1. ia. 2 Nothing did he dread, but euer was 
ydrad. 3597 J. Payne Royal Exch. 35 Studieng no less to 
be. .loved then to be dreade. 1667 Milton P. L. i. 464 His 
Temple high . . dreaded through the Coast Of Palestine. 
1784 Cowper Task iv. 129, I love thee . .dreaded as thou 
art ! 3874 Green Short Hist. iii. § 7. 148 The man whom 

Henry dreaded as the future champion of English freedom. 

f b. To dread (dative inf.) : proper to dread, to 
be dreaded. Obs. 

a 3300 Signs bf. Judgem. 16 in E. E. P. (1862) 8 No 
ping no man mai loke pat is so grisful for to drede. 1375 
Barbour Bruce n. 272 Thai sail fer mar be . . for to dred. 
CX400 Apol. Loll. 5 It is to drede, pat., iuil comip to vs. 
6' 1489 Caxton Sonnes of Aymon xxviii. 591 [A] knyghte. . 
that in his life was more to drede than ony man alive. 

% To have a shrinking apprehension of; to look 
forward to with terror or anxiety: of future or 
unknown events. Often with inf. or subord, cl. 

a 1225 St. Marker. 5 Ne dredich na de# for to drehen for 
.'him. a 3300 Cursor bf. 7633 He dred his kingdom to less. : 
c 1470 ■ Henry'' Wallace m. 630 Wallace ■ dredyt gyll. 1508 
Fisher 7 Pent/. Ps. Wks. (1876) 26 It is to be drad leest ony 
preuy gyle or deceyte remayne styll In the soule. c 1600 
Shaks. Sonn, xcvii, Leaves look pale, dreading "the. winter’s 
near.'' 367s Milton Samson *733 , 1 .came, still dreading thy 
displeasure.^ 3752 Johnson Rambler No. 203 r 3 We ... 
-dread their intrusion upon our minds, and fly from them as 
enemies. 3803 Moore Mem. (1853' I- 126, I sometimes 
dread that all is not right at home. 1802 H. Martin Helen 
of Glenross III. 26 , 1 dread she is playing a dangerous fatal 
■ game. ' 2838 Lytton Alice 3 1 '■ This .next .visit she . dreaded 
more than she had any of the former ones. 

fb. To be anxious about, to fear for. rare, 
a 3547 Surrey Mneul 11. 966 So much I dred my burden 
and my feer \comitique onerique timentem j. 3599 Shaks. 
Pass. Pilgrim 94 How many tales to please me hath she 
coin’d, Dreading my love, the loss thereof still fearing J 
f c. To doubt. Obs. rare. 

c 3400 Lm franc's Cirurg. 96 If pou dredist wheber 
J?at it be a symple views or a cankre and a foul, for pe signes 
. .hep doutis. 

t o. mtr. (or absol). To be greatly afraid or 
apprehensive ; to fear greatly. Const, about, of \ for . 

c 3205 Lay. 3.1164 Swi$e heo gum nen. dreden of Cadwalanes 
deden. a 1240 Lofsung in. Colt. Horn. 209 lg. .am on mest 
ifuled of sunne ase ich drede. a 1300 Cursor M. 18.10 
(Cott.) pai war ful dredand for [Fairf. of] par Tij£ 3382 
Wyclif Gets, iii 30, I dredde, there thttT3 that 1 was nakid. 
<ti449Pecock Repr. 87 Drede je of the effect which bifille 
to Bohemers. *526 Pilgr. Perf, (1531.) 15 God . , bad them 
to be stronge and not to drede. 3613 Bible i Chron. xxii. 
13 Dread [3885 R, V. fear] not, nor be dismayed. 3769 
Goldsm. Rom. Htst.f 1786) II. 48 Their friends . . began to 
dread for the consequences. 1840 J. H. Newman Lett. 
(1891) II. 296, I dread about our Statutes, 
f 4 . refi. To fear, be afraid. Obs. 
c 3200 Ormin i 51 Ne dred te, Zacarije, nohht. c 3250 
Gen. Ex. 3008 Al Sis sor Sa^ pharaum, and dredde him 
#or. c 3385 Chaucer L, G. W. 1740 Lucretia, Drede the 
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mat for I am here. 2470 85 Malory Arthur xvin. xiij 
I wold fayn do that my^t please yow, hut I drede me sore, 
b. with subord. cl. arch. 

a 1300 Cursor Hi. 3665 (Cott.), I dred me sare, for ibenison 
Pie sal me glue his malison, c 132$ Poem Times Edm. Jl f 
374 in Pol. Songs (Camden) 340, 1 drede me that God us 
hath fordaft out of his hond. c 2475 Rtvuf Coilymr 713, 

1 dreid me sair I be begylit, 1548 Hall Chron., Hen. PV, 

7 A felde the whiche he drade hym, might have folowed if 

e had long taried. 1859 Tennyson Elaine 512, I dread 
me, if I draw it, you will die. 

f 5 . irons. To cause to fear ; to affright, terrify. 

(In first quot. perh, impersonal.) 

cr 250 Old Rent. Serm. in O. E. Mise. 32 Wat dret yw 
folk of title beliaue ? 14.. Prose Legends in Anglia VIII. 
141 pe sauours pat she myghte not suffir by fore, than 
dredde hir not a deei. 3587 M. Grove P clops $ Hipp. 
(1878) 42 Which sight did much appall And dread the 
lookers on. 1617 J. M oore Mappe Mans Mortal. 111. iii. 201 
A blazing Starre, that dreadeth the minde by presaging 
mine. 1683 R. Knox Hist. Ceylon 169 The very thoughts 
of it would seem to dread me. 

6 . Comb . , as dread-death, dread- devil adjs. 

1825 Cobbett Rur. Rides (1830) I. 48 A reader of old 
dread -death and dread-devil Johnson. 

Hence Drea ded ppl. a., Drea*ding vbl. sb. 

c 3200 Ormin 7185 He Dredinog and a^he sette On alle pa 
patt lufenn topp. a 1325 Prose Psalter cx[i]. 9 pe bigin nyng 
of wisdome is dredyng of our Lord, 3548 Udall Erasm. 
Par. Luke xii. (R.), If ye shal vpon the dreading of man, 
grow cleane out of kinde from the sinceritee of preaching 
the ghospei. 1556 Dreaded [see Dreader]. 1590 Spenser 
F. Q. 11. x. 1 My most dreaded Souer&igrae. 1607 Shaks. Cor. 

iii. iii. 98 In tlie presence Of dreaded Iustice, 1863 Fr, A. 
Kemble Resid. in Georgia 242 The dreaded rattlesnakes. 

Dread (dred), sb. Forms : 3-6 dred, drede, 
(4 drad, 4-5 dredde, 5-6 dreed^e, dreid(e, 6 
dreade), 6- dread, [f. prec. vb.] 

1 , Extreme fear ; deep awe or reverence ; appre- 
hension or anxiety as to future events. Rarely in pi. 

c 3200 T rin. Coll. Horn. 71. Forgetelnesse, nutelnesse, 
recheles, shamfastnesse, drede. a 1340 Ham pole Psalter 
xiii. 9 pai quoke for dred whare dred was noght C1400 
Lanfrauc's Cirurg. 124 Bi cause of drede lest an boot 
enpostyme schulde come. 1508 Fisher 7 PmiL Ps. Wks. 
(1876) 28 The drede of god puUeth aivaye synne. 1663 
Butler Hud. 1. iii. 470 They’! straight resume their wonted 
Dreads. 1798 Wori>sw. Peter Bell 1. xlvii, Suspicion 
ripened into dread. 1828 DTsraeli C/tas. /, 1 . iv, 67 The 
dread of famine. 1895 J. Kiod Morality Relig. iv. 164 
Dread is the extreme of anxiety on account of possible dang er. 

2 . A person or thing (to be) dreaded ; an object 
or cause of fear, reverence, or awe ; fa danger, 

c 3400 Leaf rands Cirurg. 299 It is ful greet drede for to 
lete a child blood, 1503 Douglas Pal Hon . it. xlviii. He 
tauld . . Of Dianis bair, in Calltdon the dreidis. 1590 Spenser 
F. Q. 1. vi. 2 Vria his dear dreed. 3671 Milton Sa7nson- 
1473 Shouting to behold Their once great dread, .captive and 
blind before them. 1725 Pope Qdyss, iv. 980 Then Euryclea 
thus. My dearest dread ! 1844 Mrs. Browning Drama of 
Exile Poems 1850 I. 38 To meet the spectral Dread. 1849 
Macaulay Hist. Eng . 1 . 13 The wonder and dread of all 
neighbouring nations. 

1 3 . Doubt, risk of the thing proving otherwise. 
Chiefly in phr. : without [but. out of) dread, with- 
out doubt, doubtless ; no dread, no fear, no doubt, 

# 3340 Ayenb. 105 Hit ne is no drede pet hie pe zonge. .pe 
ilke pet tekp pe uojeles zynge, ne hep uele notes sotiles and 
zuete. <7x386 Chaucer Clerk's T. 809 To yow broghte 

1 noght elles, out of drede,, But feith and nakednesse and 
mayaenhede. e 3440 Lay Folks Mass Bk. (MS. C.) 102 pe 
tyme is nere withowten drede. C1460 1 owneley Myst. 
(Surtees) 105 Of that ye wolde rowne, No drede. 1556 
Lauder Tractate 201 |e sail be plukkit frome jour ryngis, 

, . withouttin dreid. 

t Dread (dred), a. Obs. In 4 drad, 5 dred. 
[Aphetic f. ME. Adbad, of drad, OE. ofdrkd{d in 
same sense.] Afraid, frightened, terrified. 

£•3300 Havelok 3669 Hauelok . . was . . ful sore drad, With 
him to ete, for hise wif. £-3340 Cursor M. 6260 (Trin.) 
For pharao was he not drad 1393 Langl. P. Pi. C. xvu, 
310 Of dep ne of derpe drad was be nenere. « 1400-50 
Alexander 2489 pan was ser Darius dred. c 3450 St. CutJt* 
beri (Surtees) 5739 Theues war dred of Cuthberts wrake. 

Dread (dred), ppl. a. Also 5-6 drede,, 5-7 
drad, -de. [ME. pa. pple. of Dee ad v.J 

1. b eared greatly ; hence, to be feared ; dreadful, 
terrible. 

c 14.00 Destr. Troy 166 A derfe dragon, drede to be-holde. 
3610 Shaks. Temp. 1. ii. 206 And make . . his dread Trident 
shake. 1667 Milton P. L. ix. 969 Death or aught then 
Death more dread. 180$ Scott Last Minstr. vi. xxxi, When 
louder yet, and yet more dread, Swells the high trump that 
wakes the dead J 1853 F aber All for Jesus 378 A bondage 
dreader far than death. 1868 Kelts Reahjmh ii. (1876) 2 1. 

2 . Held in awe ; awful ; revered. 

3420 m Rymer Feed. IX. 883/1 Mosfee Dredde Soverayne 
Lord. 1484 Caxton Chivalry 99 Myredoubted natureland 
most dradde sauverayne lord kyag Rychard. 1593 Shaks. 

2 Hen. VI, v. L 17 A Messenger from Henry* our dread 
Liege. 1602 — Ham . m. iv. 109 Th’ important acting of 
yo,ur dread command. 2643 Pei. Gen. Assembly Kirk Scot, 
m Clarendon Hist. Reb. vi. § 343 Suffer us therefore, dread 
Sovereign, to renew our petitions. 1755 Young Centaur 
4 Wks. 1757 IV. 308 That dread Being we dare oppose. 
*840 Lytton Pilgr. Rhine xix, The dreadest ruler of men. 

3 . Comb., adverbially, as dread-dear, - desired \ 
-sweet ; parasyntbetic, as dread-baited. 

2592 .Sylvester Tri. Faith™. xfii, T-hat drad-desired Day. 
25^8 — Du Bartas 11. i jl Eden 429 And in our face ms 
drad-sweet face he scales, 1623 — M icrocosmogr. 7 Drad- 
dear Creator, new-create Thy Creature. 1605 Shaks. Lear 

iv. yii. 33 To stand against the deep dreacl-bolted thunder. 


t Drea dable, a. Obs. [£ Deead v. + -able.] 
To be dreaded, dreadful. 

c 2490 Manner to live V iij in Maskell Mon. RH. L p. clvj. 
note, Sorowful and dreydabyl fygurys. 1503 Kalender of 
Shep/t. (1656) xvi, At the judgement of God most dread- 
able, Ibid. Ii. (T.), At the sounding of a dreadable borne.' 
Brea’&er. [f. as prec. + -er.] One who dreads, 
or is under fear and apprehension. 

2556 J. Hey wood Spider 4- F. vii. 20 Dred, in dred of the 
dreddid, the dredder driues To Judge, more or lesse, as the 
dreddid contriues. 2732 Swift Sacramental Test Wks. 
3761 III. 297 Great dreaders of Popery. 2828 Scott F. M, 
Perth xv ii, The old saw, that evil doers are evil dreaders. 
Dreadful (dre-dfiil), a. ( adv . and sb.) Forms : 
see Dread sb . ; also £. 3 -5 drefu(l, 9 dial, dref- 
fol. [f. Dread sb. + -eul.J 

A. adj. f 1 - Full of dread, fear, or awe; fearful, 
terrified, timid ; reverential, Obs. 

a 2225 A ncr. R. 302 Schrift schal beon . . hihful, edmod, 
scheomeful, dredful, and hopeful. 1340 Ayenb . 117 We 
byeb pe more ymylded and ) e dreduoller. c 2440 Capgrave 
Life St. Hath. 1. 844 The dreedful and seekly wolde site 
conforte. 3529 Moke Dyaloge in. 71 a/2 Otier dredefull and 
scrupulous in stede of deuoute^and dylygent. 1659 W, 
Chamberlayn Pharonnida m, iii. The Turks .. of whom 
the city ladies take A dreadful view. 

fl. c 1250 Gen. 4 Ex. 2590 Ghe was for him dreful and 
ble#. 1483 Cath. Angl '. 107/2 Drefulie, attonitus. 

fb. Const, of or inf Obs. 
c 1430 Lydg. Bochas n. xxvii. (1554) 62 b, The people, 
dreadful to bylde their mansions, For feare of death. 1590 
Spenser F. Q. iii. i. 37 Dreadful! of daunger that mote him 
betyde. 1628 Gaule Tract. The. (162c) 370 Reuerently 
awfuli, or desperately dreadful! of his Maiestie, and Power, 

2 . Inspiring dread or reverence; awe-inspiring; 
terrible, formidable ; awful ; to be dreaded. 

£• 2250 Gen. 4 Ex. ^521 Dat dredful beanies blast, <* 2323 
Prose Psalter xlv'.fi]. 2 Our Lord ys beige, dredful, and 
michel kyng. 1447 Will of Hen. VI, in T. J. Carter 
Kinfs Coll. Chapel (1867) 13 1 'he blessed and drede ful 
visage of our Lord Jesu in his most fere ful and last dome. 
1593 Shaks. Rich. II, 1. iii. 135 Harsh resounding Trumpets 
dreadful 1 bray. 1667 Milton P. L. x. 12 i My voice tiiou 
oft hast heard, and hast not fear’d., . how is it now become .So 
dreadful to thee? 1758 C. Wesley Hymn, "Lot He conics' ii. 
Robed in dreadful majesty. 1833 Alison Hist. Europe 
(1849-50) I. i. § 10. 56 The insurrection of slaves is the most 
dreadful of all commotions. 

8. 1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. xiv. xxxvi. (Tolltm. 
MS.), I’his mounte was dreful [TS35 dredful] to all men. 
b. Dangerous, perilous. Obs. 

C1400 Lanfrauc's Cirurg. 26 Whos [the arteries’] dyuy- 
siouns . . ben noujt dredful to surgiens craft. Ibid. 129, 

I holde ]>is wey lasse dredeful J?an ony ojiere. 

3 . In weakened sense, applied to objects exciting 
fear or aversion. In mod. colloquial use often a 
strong intensive - Exceedingly bad, great, long* 
etc. Cf. awful j horrid. 

1700 S- L. tr. C. Frykes Two Voy. E. /. 213 The Maid., 
gave a dreadful Shnek. 2718 Lady M. W. Montagu Let. 
to C'tess Bristol 12 Sept., I intend to set out tomorrow, and 
to pass those dreadful Alps, so much talked of. 2775 Mrs. 
Harris in Priv. Lett. La, Malmesbury I. 302, I have long 
wished to be in company with this said Johnson ; his con- 
versation is the same as his writing, but a dreadful voice 
and manner. 3864 P’cess Alice in Mem. 72 The parting 
from Anna three days ago was dreadful Mod. It was 
a dreadful business. We waited a dreadful time. 

B. adv. = Dreadfully 2, 3. (Now vulgar .) 
2682 Creech tr. Lucretius (2683) 52 Here some . . Look 

dreadful gay in their own sparkling blood. 2700 S. L. tr. 
C. Fry ke's Two Voy. E. I. 234 We had. .a dreadful violent 
Storm. 2713 Young Last Day 11. 297 Oh formidable Glory ! 
dreadful bright 1 276* J. H, Stevenson Crazy Tales 86 
A batchellor, and old, and dredeful sly. 2870 Dickens 
E. Drood \, The Market price is dreffle high just now. 

C. sb. A story of crime written in a sensational 
or morbidly exciting style ; a journal or print of 
such character ; a ‘ shocker colloq, 

2884 World 20 Aug. 9/2 The wicked noblemen of t he 
transpontine melodrama or of penny dreadfuls. 1885 
Spectator 8 Aug. 1046/1 [He] has given himself up to the 
writing of three-volume dreadfuls. 1886 F. Harrison 
Choice Bks. 67 Destined to perish in shilling dreadfuls. 

Dreadfully (dre-dfuli), adv. [f. prec. + -LY 2 .] 
Iii a dreadful manner. 

fl. With terror, fear, awe, or apprehension. Obs. 
■3303 R. Brunne Handl. Synne 11673 [The publican] 
seyde wy’p herte ful dredfully, ‘Lorde, pou haue on me 
; mercy l c 1383 Chaucer L, G. W. 2680 Hypermuestra, 
Dredfully sche quakyth. .. 2450-2530 Myrr. our Ladye Tt 
Mekely and dredfully knowynge oure feblenesse. 2553 
Udall Royster D. iv. vi. (Arb.) 71 I will, .so make as 
though 'I ranne away dreadfully. 1603 Shaks. M em. for m* 
iv. ii. 150 A man that apprehends death no more dreadfully, 
■feutas.a drunken sleeps. _ 

2 . So as to cause dread ; terribly, fearfully, avv» 

fully, / ^ . 

c 2340 Cursor M. 21882 (Trin.) Dure : soulis alle ■ to '.make 
redy Aaeyn his coome so dredefuly. 3593 Shaks. Lucrece 
444 They tell hex she is dreadfully beset, a x666 Browe 
Ecclus, xlii. (R.), Red burning bolts . . Dreadfully bright 
o’er seas mid earth they" glare. . ,*802 Porteus Led. Gosh, 
Matt. 1 1 , xxii. (R.), A most fatal imprecation , and most dread- 
fully fulfilled. 1858 Froude Hist. Eng, HI. 224 Blazing 
martyr-piles, shining dreadfully through all after ages. 

3 . Colloquially used as a strong intensive = Ex- 
ceedingly, ‘ terribly ’, faAvfully 1 abominably 

*602 Shaks. Ham . «. ii. 276 , 1 am most dreadfully attended. 
*697 C. Leslie Snake in Grass (ed. 2) 35 This is dread- 
fully Astonishing] 1796 Dk. Leeds Pol, Mem, (1884) 220 
This dreadfully interesting conversation, 1824 Syd- Smitj* 


DREADFTJLHESS. 

Whs. (1867) It. 42 Dreadfully afraid of America and every- 
thing American. 1881 Mrs. Moleswokth A dv. Herr Baby 
138 He would have liked dreadfully to come home. 

Drea'dfulness. [f. as prec. + -NESS.] The 
quality or state of being dreadful, 
f 1 . The quality of having terror or dread. Ohs. 
C1440 Prontp. Pa-rtK 131/2 Dredefulnesse, idem est quod 
Drede. 1604 T. Wright Possums 11. ill § 2. 71 Dreadful- 
nesse of infamie, and feare of diseases draw in the raynes of 
this inordinate affection. 1649 Bp. Hall Cases Cense, in. 
i. (16541 162 In respect of our dreadful nesse. 

2 . Awfulness, terribleness, frightfulness. 
c 1440 Promp. Parv. 131/2 Dredefulnesse, and horrybyl- 
nesse, horribilitas , terribilitas. 1483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 
431 b/i In sygne of punycyon of his symae and terrour and 
dredefulnesse to alle other. 1548 Udall, etc. Erasm. Par. 
Acts iv. (R,), Afrayed with dread fulnes of the great judge- 
ment. 1649 Roberts Clams BibL 276 The dreadfulnesse 
of the Lord above all gods. 1849 Robertson Serm. Ser. 
1. xi. 167 The dreadfulness of death is one of the most re- 
markable things. " 

Ereadingly (dre'diqli), adv. [f. dreading pres, 
pple. of Dread v. + -ly -.] With dread ; appre- 
hensively. 

1589 Warner A lb. Eng. vr. xxxuL (R.), M istrustfully he 
trusteth, and He dreadingly did dare. 1844 T upper Crock 
o/G. xvii, Mary , . looked on dreadingly to see the end. 

Drea'&less, a. and adv. [See -less.] 

A. adj. Void of dread or fear; having no 
fear ; fearless ; not apprehensive. Const, of. 

C1340 Gaw, & Gr. Knt. 2334 How \>v£ do^ty dredles 
derueiy her stondez. a 1450 Le Mortis Artk. 3262 After hys 
dayes fulle dredelesse . .To welde Alle yngland, towre And 
towne, 1561 T. Norton Calvins Inst 1. 46 With a drede- 
lesse minde to Joke down vpon his 'enemies. 1634 Pkacham 
Genii. Exerc. in. 140 A haughtie courage, dreadlesse of 
dangers. 1762 Falconer S/iipwr. u. 150 At each yard- 
arm a dreadless sailor strides. 1834 Tails Mag. XXI. 
238 We await the issue, .with dreadless confidence. 

f b. Exempt from dread or apprehension of 
danger ; secure ; void of terrors. Obs. rare. 

1591 Spenser World's Vanitie x, A mighty Lyon . . Safe 
in his dreadles den him thought to hide. 1622 S. Ward 
Life of Faith in Death (16271 91 That which makes death 
so easie, so familiar and dreadlesse to a beleeuer. 

t B. adv. Without doubt or apprehension of 
mistake ; doubtless. Cf. Dread sh. 3. Obs. 

c 1369 Chaucer Dethe Blaunche 1272 Dredelesse I mene 
none other wayes. a 1400 Re tig. Pieces fr. Thornton MS. 
91 Thane was Orncyane dede. .And sulde to delfynge be 
done dredles J>at daye. ? « 1400 Marie Artk. 2043 Dredlesse- 
with-owttynedowtte,thedayeschallebeourez. 1535 Stewart 
Cron. Scot. (1858 * I. 61 Dreidles than we man ail suffer deld. 

Hence Drea-dlessly adv., in a dreadless manner, 
fearlessly ; Dreadlessness, fearlessness. 

1580 SroNEY Arcadia (1622) 68 Zelmane (to whom daunger 
..was a cause of dreadlesnes.se). z6z8 Wither Brit. Re- 
tnemb. xv. 670 So dreadlesly their course they did pursue. 
1831 Wilson in Blackw. Mag. XXIX. 295 Animals who 
dreadlessly follow their instincts, 
t Drsa'dly, a. Obs . Also 3 dredlich, 4 

dredli. [f. Dread sb. 4- ly L] - Dreadful i, 2. 

a 1225 Ancr. R. 58 J>is is a swuSe dredlich word to wum- 
men. ^ a 1300 Body 4* Soul 12 in Map’s Poems t.Miitz.) With 
■dredli mod. 

Dreadly (dre'dli), .adv. [1 Dread a. + -ly -.] 

1 . In a manner inspiring dread dreadfully, aw- 
fully, .terribly. 

c 1x75 Lamb. Horn. 143 Vre drihten wile ctimen dredliche 
in fores liche. CX440 Jacob's WellifL.. E.T. S.) 25 Alle >o,bat 
. . dredi y astonyen he ordinaryes & here offyeerys. 1605 
Sylvester Du Bart as n. iii, tv. Captains 224 So shall you 
see a Cloud crown'd Hill sometime . . Dread! y *0 shake. 
1751 W. Mason Eifrida Poems ! 1773) 127 Dreadly sweeping 
thro’ the vaulted sky. 1849 Lytton King Arthur \. xi With 
mangled, plumes and mantles dreadly rent. 

2 . With dread or awe. rare. 

1674 N. Fairfax Bulk# Selv. r 8r, I should go in fear of my 
life.. and dream full dradly oti’t every night. 1847 R. W. 
Hamilton Disq. Sabbath i. (1848) 18 The sabbath . . was 
jealously reckoned and dreadly revered. 

3- Comb., as dreadly deep, -glorious, -sad, etc. 
x6o6 Sylvester Du Bartas 11. iv. it. Magnificence 196 
Sound round the Cels of the Ocean dradly-deep. 

Drea&ness. [f. Dread a. + -ness.] 

1 . Dreadfulness, awfulness. Now rare, 
a 1x75 Cott. Horn. 233 He us is. .hlaford for J>an be [h]is 
^eie and drednesse is ofer hus. a 1223 Juliana (Bod\. MS.) 
69 For deaSes drednesse. <2 x300 Cursor M. 7544 (Gdtt.) 
'■Qua 'hat:: fihtes in ' wrangwisness It helpis him noght, his 
dredness. 1868 Nettleship Browning 242 The mystery 
and dreadness of the hidden power, 
t 2 . ' Dread, terror, apprehension. Obs. 
a * 3 °° Cursor M. 11161 (Cott.) Haf na drednes. Ibid. 
12837 f Cott, |) For drednes 'ilk lim. him qnok. ■ 
Dreadnought (dre*di>§:), a. and sb. 

' A. adj. Dreading nothing, .fearless. ' ■ 

1836 W. Irving Astoria I. 301 Three Kentucky hunter^, 
true * dreadnought’ stamp. 1.863 Mrs. C. Clarke 
Shahs. Char. 288 The manly and dreadnought character 
of the seafaring man. , 

■ . 33 . sb. A, thick coat or outer garment worn in j 
very inclement weather; also, the stout woollen 
cloth with a thick long pile of which such gar- 
ments are made. Also aitrik Cf. Fearnought. 

1806 A. Duncan N elson 140 ‘ 1 aim Lord N elson replied, the 
*hero.. thro wing aside has green dreadnought. 1828 "Col. 

r A ^n KE - R Lliary 11893) I. 326 Drenched to the skin, in spite 
of all his * dread-nought * garments. 1834 Southey Doctor. 
win II. 197 One of those dreadnoughts the utility of which 
■sets, fashion at defiance. ■ 2842 Dickens A mer. Notes (1850) 
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1 1/2 A pair of dreadnought trousers. # 1870 Thornbury 
Tour Eng. IL xxviii. 249 An artful-looking man in a dread- 
nought. 

b. -vSee quot.) 

1874 Knight Diet. Meek*, DrcadnangH , a heavy, woolen, 
felted cloth, used as a lining for hatchways, etc., on board 
ship. 

Dreadomr (dre*daiL Sc. Also 5-6 dreddour, 
6 dred-, draid-, dreidour, 8-9 dridder, dreder, 
drither. [f. Dread with K. suffix, after such 
words as dolour, terror f\ Fear, dread. 

1536 Bkllenden Cron. Scot. (1821 1 I. 114 He fled with 
gret dredour to his tentis. 1553 Douglas’ sEneis ix. xii. 
67 With dredfull dredour [MS. raddour] trymbling for 
effray. 1570 Henry's Wallace x. 94 Quhen thai him saw, 
all dreddour [MS. raddour] thai forsuk. 2609 Skene Reg. 
Maj. 83 Be reason of feare and dreadour. 1834 Hogg 
Mora Campbell 492 He . . saw with dreadour and with 
doubt, A flame enkindling him about. 

*t iDre&'dy, a - Obs. In 3-4 dredi, -y. [f. Dread 
sb. + -y k] heeling dread, fear, or awe ; timid. 

£•1250 Gen. Ex. 872 Abram foie made him dredi. 1382 
Wyclif Judg. rji. 3 Who is feerful and dredy, turne he 
a^en. c 1400 Apol. Loll. 104 pey wil be seen a xnong men 
dredy and just. 

Dreaien, obs form of Draw v. 
t Dream, sb . 1 Obs. Forms; 1 dr dam, 2-3 
dream, dr asm, 3-4 drem(e, 4 dreern. £0 K. drdam 
ss OS. drbm mirth, noise, minstrelsy :—W Gtr. 
*draum-. Kluge suggests that it is from the same 
root as Gr. OpvAos noise, shouting.] 

1 . Joy, pleasure, gladness, mirth, rejoicing. 

Ciedmoris Satan 3x6 pss r heo . . moton . . ajan dreama 

dream mid drihtne Gode. 973 O. E. Chron., H er geendode 
eorSan dreamas Eadgar Engla cyniing. 1002 Will of Wul- 
fric in Cod. DipL VI. 149 God aelmihtig hine awende of 
eallum Godes dreame. c 1205 Lay. 14286 Heo aten, heo 
drunken : drsem [c 1273 blisse] wes i burhjen. 

2 . The sound of a musical instrument ; music, 
minstrelsy, melody ; noise, sound. 

c xooo ^Elfric Horn. (Th.) II. 86/35 He ^ehyrde micele 
stemne. . swylce bymena dream. Ibid. II. 548/12 Werhades 
men onguanon symle pone dream, a;»d wif hades men 
him sungon ongean. c 1200 Trin. Coll. Horn. 115 pe 
bemene drem j» e engles blewen. c 1200 Qrmin 923 
be belledraem bitacnepk B uw patt draem patt juw birrp 
herenn. c 1203 Lay. ioio Muchel folkes dream, a 1230 
Owl <$• Night. 314 Ich singe . . Mid fulie dreme and lude 
stefne. a 13x0 in Wright Lyric P. xvili. 57 Thou make me 
here thi suete dreem. c 1320 Sir Bents 1339 (MS. A.) 
Saber wep and^ made drem. c 1330 Florin r .4* Ml, (1S57) 37 
The leuetli. .seide here louerd with still dreme, Sire [etc.]. 

Dream (dnm), sb.- Forms: 3 5 drem, 4-6 
dreem, dreme, dr e erne, 4-7 dreame, 7- dream, 
(6- Sc. dreim). {Early ME. dream, drhn, not 
recorded in OE., but pointing to an OE. * did- am m 
W Ger. drawn-, OFris. dr&m , OS., MLG. dr dm, 
(MDu., Du. and LG. droom), OHG., MHO. troum 
(Ger. iraum\ ON. draum ($w. : , Da < dmm), all in 
same sense. Generally thought to be a different 
word from Dream sb. OE. drdam=» 0 >%. drfrm 
joy, which also points to a WGer. * draum-. Kluge 
suggests that Germanic %iramno dream, was for 
an earlier *draiigmo- or *dratigwm§-, a deriv. of 
the verbal series dreug-, draug-, drug , to deceive, 
delude, Ger. triigen, whence ON. dmugr ghost, 
apparition (cf. Zend druj apparition), the radical 
sense being ‘ deceptive appearance, illusion \ 

It Is remarkable that no trace of dream in this sense ap- 
pears in OE. ; yet it is clear that it must have existed, 
since the ME. form drhn is regularly derived from it, and 
could come from mq other source. 1 1 seems as if the preva- 
lence of dream ‘ joy, mirth, music ’, had caused dream 
‘■dream ’ to be avoided, at feast in literature, and swe/n., 
lit. ‘ sleep \ to be substituted.] 

1 . A train of thoughts, images, or fancies passing 
through the mind during sleep ; a vision during 
sleep ; the state in which this occurs. 

Waking dream, a similar involuntary vision occurring to 
one awake. 

c 1230 Gen. 4 Ex. 1179 On dreme him cam tiding, a 1300 
Cursor M. 4605 (Cott.) Bath \h drems ar als an. 1388 
Wyclif Gen. xii. 22 Y sei^ a dreem [1382 sweuen]. c 2400 
Maundev. (Roxb.) vi. 22 He interpretid ]?e kynges dremes. 
1474 Caxton Chesse 2 They coude not telle hym his dreme 
that he had drerayd. 1394 Hooker Eccl. Pol. Pref. i. | 1 
We have not. .permitted things to passe away as in a 
dreame. 1610 Shaks. Temp. iv. I. 157 We are such stuffs 
As dreames are made on. 1673 Wycherley Gent. Dancing 
Master iv. i, Ne’er fear iti dreams go by the con- 
traries. 1752 Johnson Rambler* M q. 204 f 12 Strmng, as 
is usual in dreams, without ability to move. 1807-8 W. 
I r v eng Salmag. xi v. ( i860) 328 1 f life be Istut a dream, happy 
is he who can make the most of the illusion. 1842 J'enny- 
son Locksley Hall 79 Like a dog, he hunts in dreams. 
1875 L. Tollemache in Forin. Rev Mar. 331 Large bodies 
of men have what may be termed waking dreams ; so that, 
without being either authors or dupes of imposture, they 
declare that they have seen what they have not seen. 

2 . Jig. A vision of the fancy voluntarily or con- 
sciously indulged in whem awake (*esp. as being 
unreal or idle) ; a visionary anticipation, reverie, 
castle-in-the-alT; cf.D ay -dream. 

1381 J, Bell H addon's Aimv. Osor. 8b, Those be yours 
Osorius your owne drousie dreames. 1607 Shake. Tirnon 
iv, H; 34 To liue But in a Dreame .uSf '- r 

Dampier Voy. 1 . vi. 159 These may seem to the Reader 
but Golden Dreams. 1798 FmmA*. Illnstr. Sterne . 11 . 24 
The dreams of Rabelaisls commentators have indeed dis- 


covered a very different intention. 1847 Emerson RcPk 
M en, Uses Gt. Men Wks. (Bohn) I. 274 The search after the 
great is the dream of youth. 

8. transf. An object seen in a vision. 

1667 Milton P. L. viir. 292 When suddenly stood at my 
Head a dream. 1847 Tennyson Print, vii. 130 If you be, 
what I think you, some sweet dream. ■ 

b. Soinetbing of dream-like beauty or charm, 
such as one expects to see only in dreams. 

x8S8 Lady 25 Oct. 374/x My little dream of a place, .such 
a svveet ? select watering-place. 1892 Daily News 2 May 
2/1 Attired in a succession of those lovely gowns which 
enthusiasts delight to describe as ‘ a dream ’. 

4 . attrib. and Comb . : a. Simple attrib., as 
dream- content, - habit , -light, -story, -tide. b. Per- 
taining to or characteristic of a dream or dreams, 
as dream-city, -fabric , -hall, -idea, -image, - life , 
-lore, etc. C. Done in a dream, as dream-change , 
- discourse , - travel , - vision . d. Objective and obj. 
genitive, as dream- brim ger , - interpreter , - smith , 
-spelter, -teller ; dream-haunting adj. e. Instru- 
mental and locative, as dream-awake, -born, -built, 
-created, -hatenied, -perturbed, etc., adjs. f. Simi- 
lative and parasynthetic, as dream footed adj. 

26x4 Sylvester Bethnlids R. v. 7 Soft, drowsie, ’‘dream- 
awake. 1881 H. Phillips tr. Chamisso's Faust 14 Then let 
the ^ dream -born terrors selves reveal ! X843 Mrs. Norton 
Child of Islands (1846) 182 Thought, the great *Dreain- 
bri tiger. 1863 Hawthorne Our Old Home 240 London the 
^dream-city of ray youth. 1777 Potter PE sc hy Ins (1779) 
II. 37 (Jod.) Oft, as short slumbers clo-e his eyes. .The 
*d ream-created Visions rise. 1865 Lowell Ode at Har- 
vard Comment. x, *Dreani-footed as the shadow of a cloud, 
They [those names] flit across the ean 1822 T. Mitchell 
A ristoph. II. 297 The person here satirised seems to have 
been the diviner and *dream-interpreter of that name. 1844 
Mrs- Browning Lay Brown Rosary 1. ii. Forgot or unseen 
in the *dream light around her. 1890 Boldrewood Cot. 
Reform. (1891) 318 The “dream-palaces of a slumbering 
child. 1856 R. A. Vaughan Mystics (i860) I. 9 But 
*dream-scenery of this sort is familiar to most persons. 
1652 Gaule Magastrcmt. gj 3/At this the “dream-spellers 
were divided in their divinations, a 1641 Bp. Mount agU 
Acts ty Man. (1642) 331 He sent for “dreame- tellers to ex- 
pound his dreame. 

g. Special combs. ; f dream-doctor, one who 
professes to interpret dreams ; dream-reader, one 
who reads or interprets dreams ; dream-while, 
the apparent duration of a dream ; dream-wise 
adv., after the manner of, or as in, a dream ;; 
dream-world, the world that one seems to enter 
in dreams ; a world of dreams or illusions. 

*545 Joye Exp. Dan. v. H viij b, His sothsayers, *drearae 
doetours, enchaunters, sorcerers, a X300 Cursor M. 4 02 
(Cott.) Welnes o welth did pis boteler For-gete ioseph, his 
*drem reder. 1470-83 Malory Arthur 1. ix, Be we uel 
auysed to be aferd of a dreme reder said Kyng Lot *879 
E. Arnold Lt. Asia 3 The grey dream-readers said * The 
dream is good ! ’ 1822 Lamb Elia Ser. 1. A rtificiai 

Comedy, Now and then for a *d ream- while or so. x88o 
Watson Prince’s Quest 51 When all things *dreamr 
wise seemed to swim. x8x7 Coleridge Biogr, Lit. 65 It 
places us in a f dream- world of phantoms and spectres. 1883 
Tennyson Ancient Sage x, But thou he wise in this dream- 
world of ours. 

T Dream, Obs . [OE. ^drieman, dayman, 

driman , to make music or melody, to play on an 
instrument, rejoice = OS. drbmian * jubilare / ; f. 
WGer. *draum-, OS. dr&m, OE. drdam, Dream 
j/l 1 ] intr. To make a musical or joyful noise ; 
to make melody. . 

a 1000 Lamb. Psalter xcvii, 7 (Bosw.) DremaS oS< 5 e 
fsesniab on cyniEges. c 1203 Lay. 135S6 Me heoxn 

brohte clriuk en & heo gtumen dremen. Ibid. 22885 Harpen 
gunmen dremen,. a 1225 Auer. 4.39 . |tet .ower .■beodem 
Semen & dreamem wel jneDxihtenes earen. a 1240 Ureisun 
in Coif . Horn, xpx Murie dreameS engies biuoren jin onsene. 

Dream ■(drzm)^ vi- Pa. and pple. earned 
(diimd), dreamt (dremt). Forms : see Dream sb.* 
[Appears in 1 3th c. with the sb. Either derived 
from the latter, or repr. an unrecorded OE. *drie- 
man, dry man, driman, eorresp. to ON. idreymu, 
OHG. troumen, Ger. iraumen, an earlier deriv. oi 
Germanic *draum~ : see Dream sk-J • 

1 . intr. To have visions :and imaginary sense- 
impressions in. sleep. / Const, of (f on), about, and , 
with indirect passive. . 

c 1250 Gen. ft Ex. 2067 Good is .. to dremen of wire 
c 1320 Seuyn Sag. (W.) 2960 This lady was the same That 
he had so dremyd of. c 1470 Henry Wallace xi. 1295 Tell 
I this in our 'place Thai wyll ; hot' dejun, I otlrir ■ dreyra .dr. 

■ ra we. . .. .'1333 ■ Coverdale Ps. cxxv[i]. ' x v - Then ; shal we be like. : ; 
^ vnto theni that dreame. ; ■ X392 Shaks. ' Rom. fid. 1. iv. 74 . ' 
She gallops.'. Ore Ladies lips, who .-strait on kisses dreame. 
1667 Milton P. L,. m. 514 Jacob .. Dreaming by night 
under the open Skle^ 1726 De Foe Hist. Devil 11. iii. 
(1840) 198 To dream is nothing else but to think sleeping. 
X865 Tylor Early Hist. Man. i. 8 The object dreamt of. 
1873 A. Swtn bourne Picture Logic v. 40 , 1 actually dreamt 
about Logic again. 

2 . tram. To behold or imagine in sleep or -in a 
vision; a. with cognate or pronominal obj.; some- 
times with simple obj. - dream of. 

a 1300 Cursor M. 18985 (Cott.) Yur eldrin men sal dremes 
dreme. ? a 1366 Chaucer Rom. Rose 18 That dremen in 
harslepe a .nights Ful many things couertly. 1326 Pi/gr . 
Perf. ,(W. de W. 1531) 36 The holy Seruauntes of g»-d 
dr.emeth holy dremes. 1392 Shaks. Rom. Jnl. 1. iv. 53 
They [dreamers] do dreame things true. Ibid. y. iii. 79, Said 
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he not so? Or did I dreame it so? 1613 — Hen. 
VIII, in, i. 135 One that ne’er dream'd a I oy, beyond his 
[her Husband’s] pleasure. 1700 Dry den Fables, To D 1 chess 
Ormond 134 The Macedon by Jove’s decree, Was taught to 
dream an herb for Ptolemy. 1726 De Foe Hist, Devil 11. 
hi, He brought her to dream whatever he put into her 
thoughts. 1810 Scorr Lady of L. n. xxxi, Who have.. 
Dreamed calmly out their dangerous dream.^ 1813 
‘ ASdituus ’ Metrical Remarks 32 The droning Priesthood 
slumber’d in their stalls, Nor dreamt the storm, which 
shook their fabrics’ walls. 1850 . Tennyson In Mem. cii. 
On that last night. .1 dream’d a vision of the dead. 

b. with obj. clause. 

*393 Gower Conf II, 99, I dreme, .That I alone with her 
mete. 1500-20 Dunbar Poems xxviii, 2 , 1 dremed ane angell 
came fra Hevin. 1651 PIobbes Leviaih. \\\. xxxii. 196 He 
dreamed that God spake to. him. 1815 Shelley Alastor 
151 He dreamed a veiled maid Sate near him. 

t 3. Impersonal construction : with obj. of the 
dreamer, followed by of cognate obj., or object 
clause, as in 1 and 2 . Obs. or arch. 

The regular construction in ON., and possibly the original 
in Eng. also. Cf. ON. mik dreymdi drawn, or drawn 
dreymdi mik, ME. drem dremede me; ON. harm dreym- 
di Pat, at harm vzri, etc., ME. him drempte that he was, 
etc. The ON. shows that there. are two accusatives, which 
ME, from the levelling of inflexions fails to do. 

r 1230 Gen. f£.r, 1041 Quat so him drempte #or quiles 
he slep. Ibid. 2049 Hem drempte dremes bocien oni3t. 
Ibid. 2059 Me drempte, ic stod at a win-tve. c 1300 Hnvelok 
1304 Another drem dremede me ek. ? a 13,66 Chaucer 
Rom. Rose 51 That it was May, thus dremed me. 1377 
Langl. P. PI. B, xviii. 8 Of gerlis- .gretly me dremed. 
C1450 St. Cuthbert (Surtees) 7347 Me dremyd..|?at I was 
ledd To durham. [*854 Syd. Dohell Balder xiv. 58 In 
the night .. Methought I stood within this room, .and me- 
dreamed I stood Robed like a necromancer.] 

4. trans. To imagine or fancy as in a dream ; 
to think or believe (a thing) to be possible ; to 
picture to oneself. 

c 1380 Wyclik Sel. Wks. III. 355 3 it eche preest . . shulde 
haue power to do good, .but not so mycheas here is dremed. 
1581 Marbeck Bk. of Notes 197 They are farre out of 
the wale, that dreame in the mysticall bread and wine, 
a bodiSie presence. 1606 Shaks. Cymb. in. iii. 81 Nor 
Cymbeline dreatnes that they are aliue. 1617 Sir J. Fitz- 
EDMOND in Lismcre Papers Ser. 11. (1887) II. 83, 1 neuer 
thought or dreamed the like to doe. 1700 S. L. tr. C. 
Fryke's Two Vox*. EJ. 165 [We] never dreamt that there 
was any thing of value within it, 1849-52 M. Arnold 
Longing’ iii, Come now, and let me dream it truth. Mod. 
Little did any one dream that such a catastrophe was at 
hand, 

5. intr. mt\i of\on: To think 0 /even in a dream 
or in the remotest way ; to have aiiy conception of ; 
to think of or contemplate, as at all possible; to 
conceive, imagine. Chiefly in negative sentences 
(express or implied). 

1538 Starkey England 1. ii. 36 Jugyd happy and fortunate 
..though he neuer Dreme of vertue. 1588 Marprel, Epist. 
(Arb.) 27 Weapons, whereof they never once drempt. 1602 
Shaks. Ham. 1. v. 168 There are more things in Heauen 
and Earth, Horatio, Then are dream’t of in our Philosophy. 
a 1641 Bp, Mountagu Acts 4* Mon. (1642) 539 This is. .not 
so much as dreamed on by Baronius. 1712 Budgell Sped. 
No. 506 p 12 She has discovered . . accomplishments in 
herself, which she never before once dreamed of. 1884 G. 
Allen Philistia I. 167, I wouldn’t dream of going to live 
in the place. 

6. intr. To fall into reverie ; to indulge in 
fancies or day-dreams ; to form imaginary visions 
of (unrealities). 

X S3? Gau Richt vay To Rdr. (iSSS^ 3 Thay thocht and 
dremit efter thair aune heid. 1579 Tomson Calvin's Serm. 
Tim. 877/2 Let vs not dreame vpon rest, to say, we shall 
he at our ease. 1595 J. Edwardes in Skaks. C. Praise 17 
Poets that divinely dreampt. 1603 Knolles Hist. Turks 
(1621) 166 He also dreaming after the empire. 1667 Milton 
P. L. viii. 175 Dream not of other Worlds. 1845 Longf. 
Old Clock on Stairs vi 3 There youths and maidens dreaming 
strayed. 1895 Bookman Oct. 20/2 One who . . has been 
dreaming of future triumphs. 

1 7. a, intr. To act drowsily or indolently; to 
procrastinate, b. trans. To perform indolently 
like one in a dream. Obs. 

1548 Hall Citron., Hen. VI, 162 b, He mindyng no 
longer to dreame in his waigbtie matter, nor tokepe secrete 
his light and title. Ibid., Edw. / V, 231 b, The Frenche 
kyng d'emyng, and waityng like a Foxe for his praie. 
Ibid. 237 b, In all hast possible Peter not sluggyng, nor 
dreamyng his busines, came [etc.]. 

c. intr. fig. To hover or hang dreamily or 
drowsily. 

1842 Tennyson Vision of Sin it A sleepy light upon their 
brows and lips —As when the sun, a crescent of eclipse, 
Dreams over lake and lawn. 1858 Hawthorne Pr. 4 It. 
Jmls. II. 284 Mist, .dreamed along the hills. 

8. trans. f To dream forth : to put forth as one 
who tells a dream {obs.) To dream away or out : 
to pass or spend in dreaming. 

<rr54<i Jove in Gardiner Declar. Art. Joye (1546) 17 
Winchester, dreamynge vs forth, his newe fayned fayth, 
coupleth her to an externe knouledge. 1590 Shaks. Mids. 
N. 1. i. 8 Foure nights wil quickly dreame away the time. 
1687 Dryoen Hind 4 P. in. 451 Whether [swallows] dream 
the winter out in caves below. 1822 Lamb Elia Ser. 11. 
Th. Bks. 4 Reading, I dream away my life in others' 
speculations. 

9. reft. To bring oneself in a dream. 

1720 H um. Lett, in Lend. jfml. (T721) 29 Having dreamed 
himself into this Importance [etc.]. 1827 R. H. Froude 
Rem. (1838) I. 221, I hope., that I may dream myself 
among lakes and mountains. 


Hence Dreamed, Dreamt ppl a., Dreauning 
vbl. sh. ; also Drea*mage {rare >, dream-stuff. 

c 1320 Seuyn Sag . (W.) 3089 To hir he talde of his dreme- 
ing. 1549 Ch eke Hurt Sedit. (R.), They deeme other 
mens wisedome to be but dreaminge. x6xx Broughton 
Require Agreem. 53 Diana, a dreamed Goddesse of hunt- 
ing. 1674 N. Fairfax Bulk 4 Selv. 59 This dreamt or 
imaginary space, 1848 Clough JBothie iv. 127 , 1 was walk- 
ing along .. Full of my dreamings. 2876 Geo. Eliot 
Dan. Der. vu. liii, Like a dreamed visitant from some 
region of departed mortals. 2887 F. H all in Nation (N . Y.) 
XL 1 V. 5x5/3 The musty dreamage which he retails. 

Dreamer (drrmai). | 7 . Dream v ~ + -er 1.3 

1. One who dreams ; one who has visions in sleep ; 
a visionary ; an idle speculator. 

a 1300 Cursor M. 4111 (Cott.) Lo quar he dremer now es 
cummen, c 1440 Promp. Parv. 131/2 Dremare, sompmator. 
1533 Coverdalb Lord's Supper Wks. (Parker Soc.) I. 437 
Unless we will be very dreamers and blockheads. 1601 
Shaks. Jul. C. 1. ii. 24 He is a Dreamer, let vs leaue him. 
1727 De Foe Syst. Magic 1. iv. (1840) 117 We have indeed 
some of Balaam’s dreamers. 1855 Macaulay Hist. Eng. 
IV. 691 He was not .. the first great discoverer whom 
princes and statesmen had regarded as a dreamer. 

2. A name given to some species of Chelidoptera 
or puff- bird. 

Dreamery (drrmori). [f. Dream sb. 2 or v. 2 
+ -ERY.J a. A place that favours dreams, b. 
Dream-work, ‘such stuff as dreams are made of’. 

1826 Black w. Mag. XIX. 338 He would be . . dissolved, 
like Sardanapalus, in that voluptuous dreamery, a hot-bath. 
1838 Longf. in Life{ 1891) I. 313 One of the finest lecturers 
I ever heard .. But it is all dreamery, after all. 1875 
Howells Foregone Concl. xviii, His whole stock of help- 
lessness, dreamery, and unpracticality. 

Drea mful, a. [f. Dream sb. 2 + -ful.] Full 
of or abounding in dreams ; dreamy. 

1552 Huloet, Dreamefull or full of dreamynge, somnicu- 
losus. 1781 Mickle Siege of Marseilles v. i. (R.>, While 
Reason sleeps, . she [Melancholy] impious leads The dream- 
ful fancy. 1832 Tennyson Eleanors 30 Into dreamful 
slumber lull’d. 1872 M, Collins Two Plunges for Pearl 
III. vii. 166 Of the Lotos-lard a dreamful denizen. 

Hence Drea*mfully adv., dreamily. 

1880 L. Wallace Ben-Hur 198 As singers dreamfully 
play with a flitting chorus. 1887 Century Mag. July 412 
Where dusk-green sway the pine-boughs dreamfully. 

Dream-hole. [? f. Dream sbf + Hole.] One 
of ‘ the holes left in the walls of steeples, towers, 
bams, etc., for the admission of light ■ (Grose). 
Supposed (by modern archseoiogists) to have been 
originally applied to the holes in church- towers 
and belfries by which the sound passed out. 

1559 Chnrchw. Acc. Minchinhavipton in Archseologia 
XXXV. 425 For mendyne of dyuerse of the dreame-holes 
in the steeple, the churche porche, the north syde of the 
churche. 1787 in Grose Provinc. Gloss. 1855 in Robinson 
Whitby Gloss. 1876 Mid-Yorksh. Gloss., Dream-hole, loop- 
hole. 1891 Atkinson Last of Giant Killers 175 He saw the 
dreadful-looking thing go through the narrow straitened 
slit or dream-hole in the tower. 

Brea*mily, adv. [f. Dreamy + -ly 2.] In a 
dreamy manner; as in a dream or reverie. So 
Drea*miness, the quality or state of being dreamy 
or given to reverie. 

*795 Southey Joan of Arc 1. 467 In that dreaminess of 
thought When every bodily sense is as it slept. 1835 
Lytton Rienzt 1. i, That vague and abstracted dreaminess 
of eye usually denotes a propensity to reverie and contem- 
plation. 1861 Hughes Tom Brown at Oxf x, Looking 
dreamily into the embers. 1866 Mrs. Gaskell Wives 4 
Dau. I. 298 Her dreamily abstracted eyes. 

Breaining, ppl- at. [f. Dream v. 2 + -ing 2 .] 
That dreams or acts as if in a dream. 

1552 H uloet,D reaminge felowe, somniculosus . . Dreaminge 
speaker, tardiloqnus. x68x Dryden Abs. 4 A chit. 529 A 
numerous Host of dreaming Saints succeed. x868 Farrar 
Silence 4 V. ii. (1875) 44 The cold clear light of eternity 
flashed suddenly upon the closed and dreaming eyes. 
Hence Drea*mingly adv . ; Drea*mingness. 
*545 Coverdale Writ. 4 Transl. (*844) 511 Allegories 
handled, not dreamingly or unfruitfully. 1658 A. Fox 
Wurtz' Surg- in. v. 231 They would never go so dreamingly 
about so weighty a matter. 1327 Bailey vol. It, Dreaming- 
ttess , slothfulness, acting as if in a Dream. 1891 F. W. 
Robinson iYsr Love 4- His Life III. vi. ix. 207 Looking 
out dreamingly and despondently at the dark night. 

f Drea’misll, a. Obs. rare. [f. Dream sb. 2 + 
-iSH.j Somewhat dreamy. 

*574 J* Dee in Lett. Lit. Men (Camden) 38 Dremish 
demonstrations of places. 

Dreamland, [f. Dream sb. 2 + Land.] The 
land or country which one sees in dreams, and 
which exists only in imagination ; an ideal or 
imaginary land. Also ait rib. 

a 1834 Lamb Let. to Coleridge (L.), They are real, and 
have a venue in their respective districts in dreamland, 1843 
Carlyle Past 4 Pr. 11. i, This England of the Year 1200 
was no chimerical vacuity or dream-land. 1847 A. C. Coxe 
C/ir. Ballads (i86i> 30 In Dreamland once I saw a Church. . 
And Dreamland Church was decent all. 1885 Lowell Pr. 
Wks, (189c VI. 74 That delightfully fortuitous inconse- 
quence that is the adamantine logic of dreamland. 1895 
Tablet 20 July 108 A dreamland scheme of conditional 
reunion. 

Drea’mless, a. [f. as prec. + -LESS.] Without 
or free from dreams. Hence Drea'mlessly adv. 

*605 Camden Rent., Names (R.), The savages of Mount 
Atlas . . which were reported to he both nameless and 
dreamlesse. £1815 Moore Irish Mel. Poet. Wks. II. 228 


Then leave them in their dreamless sleep. 1873 Ouida 
Pascarel I. 203, I slept all night dreamlessly. 

Drea*mlet. rare. [f. as piec. + -let.] A short 
or brief dream. 

1835 Tails Mag. II. 463 Ts it only a dreamlet of some 
flower enamoured swain ? 1871 M. Collins Mrq, 4- Merck . 
II. iv. 95 She. .had two or three nice dreamlets. 

Dream-like, a. Like a dream; unsubstantial, 
vague, shadowy, or ideal, as a dream. * 

1807 Anna Porter Hungar. Bro. vi, Her engagements 
became dream-like, she forgot their steadfastness. 1825 
Lytton Falkland 32, I can gaze upon her dream-like 
beauty. 1843 — Last Bar. 1. iv, The eyes were soft, dark, 
and brilliant, but dreamlike and vague. 1870 Emerson 
Soc. 4 Solit. xi. 240 A new world of dream-like glory. 

Dreamt, pa. t. and pa. pple. of Dream v . 
Dreamy (drrmi), a. [i. Dream sb. 2 + -y L] 

1 . bull of or abounding in dreams; characterized 
by dreaming or by causing dreams. 

1567 Triall Treas. (1850) 6 Thou goest like a dromeldory, 
dreamy and drousy, 1830 Tennyson Mariana vi, All day 
within the dreamy house, The doors upon their hinges 
creak’d. 1856 Kane A nr A Exp l I.xvi. 196 A dreamy but 
intense slumber. 1859 Wand. India 196 Having 

spent a very dreamy night. 

2. Given or pertaining to reverie or fancy. 

1809 C. Lloyd in A tkenceum 2 Mar. (1895) 282/1 In fact 
he [Colmdge] attends^ to nothing but dreamy reading & 
still more dreamy feelings. 1845 James A. Neil iv, Her 
woids were spoken in one of those strange dreamy moods, 
that sometimes fall upon her. 1871 L. Stephen Playgr. 
Eur. ix. (1894) 218 To enjoy an Alpine view properly, one 
should at times be dreamy and sentimental. 

8 . Characteristic of, or of the natuie of, a dream ; 
dream-like ; vague, indistinct ; also, of the eyes, 
or a colour : misty, dim, or cloudy. 

1848 Kf.ble Senn. Pref 54 To slight it altogether, as a 
dreamy, unreal kind of thing. 1859 Kingsley Misc. (1860) 

1 1 . 243 A single stockdove . . began calling sadly and softly, 
with a dreamy peaceful moan. 1875 Jowett Plato (ed, 2) 
IV. 20 He has a dreamy recollection of hearing [it], 1884 
F. M. Crawford Rom. Singer I. 26 She has deep blue 
eyes, wide apart and dreamy. 1893 Daily News 27 Hov. 
6/x Cloth in a soft and dreamy tone of sea blue. 

4. Comb., as dreamy- eyed, * minded ’ etc. 

2S84 G. Moore Mummers Wife (18 87; 171 The dreamy- 
minded musician. 

Drean(e, obs. and dial. f. Drain. 

+ Drear, sb. Cbs. Also 6 drere. [A back- 
formation from Dreary a., by the Elizabethan 
archaists.] Dreariness, sadness, gloom. 

1563 Sacicville Induct, to Mirr. Mag. xx, Sith sorrowe is 
thy name And that to thee this drere doih wel pertayne. 
1590 Spensf.r P. Q. 1. viii. 40 A rueful! spectacle of death 
and ghastly drere. Ibid. 11. xii. 36 The hoars Night-raven, 
trump of dolefull drere. *597-8 Bp. Hall Sat. iv. vi, His 
dim eyes see nought but death and drere. 1775 S. J. Pratt 
Liberal Opinions (1783] IV. 48 In the drear of December. 

Drear (dmi), a. Chiefly poet. [A poetic short- 
ening of Dreary a.] ~ Dreary a. 4 . 

1629 Milton Nativity 193 A drear and dying sound 
Affrights the flamens at their service quaint. 1795 Southey 
Vis. Maid Orleans 1. 12 A moor, Barren, and wide, and 
drear, and desolate. 1851 Longf. Gold. Leg.\.Crt.-yard 
of Castle 18 All is silent, sad, and drear, 
b. Rarely of persons ; = Dreary 3 . 
ai 717 Parnell Fairy Tale (R.), His heart was drear, 
his nope was cross’d. 1855 Browning Saul iv,So agonized 
Saul, drear and stark, blind and dumb, 
e. Comb., as drear-nighted, - white . 
a 1821 Keats Stanzas i, A drear-nighted December. 1844 
Mrs. Browning Drama of Exile Poems 1889 I. 97 When 
lie tosseth his head, the drear-white steed. 

Hence Drea*riy adv. ; Drea’rness. 
x86x Dora Greenwell Poems 170, I lose the dreamess Of 
the Present. 1891 G. Meredith One of our Conq. II. xi. 
270 The scene striking him drearly. 

Drearikead (dil®*rihed ). arch. [See -head.] 

1. Sadness, sorrow; = Dreariness i. 

c 1250 Gen. 4 Ex. 1x22 So ist nu forwent mirie dale In to 
dririhed and in to bale, c 1400 Rom. Rose 4728 Delite right 
fulle of hevynesse, And dreried fulle of gladnesse.. 1590 
Spenser F.Q. iii. i. 62 Suddein feare and ghastly drerihedd. 
Ibid. in. ii. 30 What evill plight Hath . .with sad drearyhead 
Chaunged thy lively cheare. #1764 Lloyd Progr. Envy 
Poet. Wks. 1774 I. 138 Fit place for melancholy dreary- 
head. 1870 Morris Earthly Par. III. iv. 92 Cast somewhat 
off, O friend, thy drearyhead. 

2. Dismalness, gloominess; »= Dreariness 2 . 

1591 Spenser Muiopotmos 347 She grew to hideous shape 

of dryrihed. 1647 H* More Sotig of Soul 1. in. xi, If t [the 
sun] appear In rounder shape with skouling dreryhed. 
1865 G. Macdonald A. Forbes vii, Other sound there was 
none in this land of drearihead. 

Brea*riliood. [f. as prec. + -hood.] = prec. 

1647 H. More Song of Soul n. i. iv. vi, Particular visibles 
deaths dreary hood Can seiz upon. 1817 Scott Harold the 
Dauntless Introd., The jolly sportsman knows such dreari- 
hood When bursts in deluge the autumnal rain. *868 
Morris Earthly Par, 1. (1870) 152 So all men . . Forgat him 
and his drearihood. 4 

Drearily (dria*rili), a. [f. Dreary a. + - ly 2 .] 
In a dreary manner : see the adj. 

cxooo AClfric Saints' Lives (E. E. T. S.) II. 280 
Dreorijlice wepende. a 1225 Leg. Kath. 1898 pu most. . 
3ef )?o nult nawt, dreoriliche deien. <*1300 Cursor M. 
22188 SiJ?en drerili to dei. a 1400 Relig. Pieces fr. 
Thornton MS. (1867) 31 We.. becomes thralles dreryly to 
be deuelle. 1^79 Spenser Sheph. Cal. Feb. 45 Breme 
Winter . . Drerily shooting his stormie darte. 1836 W. 
Irving Astoria II. 207 The month of December set m 
drearily, 1856 Kane Arct. Expl. I. ix. 99 A flower-growth 
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. .drearily Arctic in its type. 2885 Manch . Exam. 22 Feb. 
5/6 One Irish member succeeded another, and went drearily 
over the same ground. 

Ureaximent (diriment), arch* [A Spen- 
serian irreg. formation from dreary % cf. merriment , 
of about the same age.] Dreary or dismal con- 
dition, or the expression of it. 

1579 Spenser Shepk. Cal. Nov. 36 Sing of sorrowe and 
deathes dreeriment [Gloss, dreery and heauy cheere].. 2591 

Ruins Time 138 Mourne my fall with dolefull dreriment. 

*593 Na-she Christ's T. 1 Let some part of thy diuine 
dreariment Hue againe in mine eyes. 1607 Walkington 
Opt. Glasse iv. 28 Bacchus is a wise Collegian, who admits 
meriment, and expels dreriment. 1633 F. Fletcher Purple 
/si. in. xviii, The Cloudie Isle with hellish dreeriment 
Would soon be fill’d. 1867 Caroline Southey Poet. Whs. 
no There lay in helpless dreariment The Master loved so 
well. 2867 Morris Jason x. 82. 

Dreariness (drl»*rines). [f. Dreary a. + 
•Nisss.J The quality or state of being dreary. 

+ 1 . Sadness, sorrowfulness, dolefulness. Obs. 
(exc. as influenced by 2 : 4 desolate sadness’). 

ax 000 Greg. Dial. MS. Hatt. 5a, 8 (Bosw.) Gif he ne 
Xehulpe hire sarlican dreorinysse. c 2340 Cursor M. 22667 
(Fairf.) For drerines {?ai salle be drad. 238a Wyclif 
Ecclus. iv. 8 Bowe doun to the pore thin ere without drery- 
nesse. c 2450 Mirour Saluacioun* 3221 Drerynesse trembling 
and drede cristis threfolde Orisoune. 2596 Dalrymple 
tr. Leslie's Hist. Scot . m. 197 He fand her lyeng..iu 
dreirrines, lamentatioune, and mourneng sair. 1863 Geo. 
Eliot Romo/a 1. v. She looked with a sad dreariness in her 
young face at the lifeless objects around her. 

a. Dismalness, desolateness, gloom, b. Op- 
passively uninteresting character. 

2727 Bailey vol. II., Dreermess , dismalness. 1775 John- 
son Journ. W. Islands Wks. X. 354 Passing on through 
the dreariness of solitude. 1856 Kane Grinnell Exp. i. 472 
The dreariness of Greenland. 1886 A tkenseum 30 Oct. 562/3 
The. .incessant and. .gratuitous dreariness of the story. 

f Drea*ring. Obs. rare .— 1 [A Spenserian irreg. 
fqj-mation from drear , dreary 1 \ Sorrowing ; grief. 

1592 Spenser Daphn . 289 All were my selfe, through 
grief, in deadly drearing. 

Brearisome (dn®*risi?m), a. Chiefly dial. [f. 
n^xt + -some.] Of a dreary character ; lonely and 
dpsolate. 

1633 W. Struther True Hapines 143 Under that drearie- 
some widowhood of our soule. 2828 Craven Dialect , 
Drearisome, dreary, solitary. 2840 Barham > Ingol. Leg * 
Witches' Frolic , Who roams the old ruins this drearysoine 
night? 2877 Blackmore Erema i, That wearisome, dreari- 
some, uncompanionable company. 

Dreary (drum), a. Forms : 1 dredris, 2 

droris, 2-6 dreri(e, -y, 3 dreori (drori), 3-5 
druri, -y, (4 drwry, 4-5 drewry(e), 4-8 dreeri, 
-y, Sc. dreiri, (6 driery, driry, dryrye), 6- 
dreary. [OE. drdorig gory, bloody, sorrowful, 
sad, f. drier gore, falling blood, app. OTeut. 
type *dreuzo-z ; in ablaut relation to OS. dr dr, 
OHG. trdr gore, blood {x—*drauzo-z), and to ON. 
dreyri ( i-drauzon -) gore, blood, whence dreyrigr 
gory, bloody. Generally referred to the verbal 
ablaut stem *dreztz-, OE. dreosan to drop, fall. 
To the same verbal root is ultimately referred 
OHG. *trtirac, MHG. trtirec, Ger. traurig sorrow- 
ful, sad, which is thus remotely connected in 
derivation with driorig, dreary .] 
f 1 . Gory, bloody, Obs. 

In OE.; the later instances are doubtful, and may belong 
to 2. 

Beowulf (Th.) 2838 Waeter stod dreori^; and gedrefed. 
a 2300 Cursor M. 22462^ (Cott.) A blodi rain, a dreri drift, 
1590 Spenser F. Q. i. vL 45 With their drery wounds, and 
bloody gore. 

f 2 . Cruel, dire, horrid, grievous, Obs. 
a 1000 Guthlac 1085 (Gr.) pam ic £eorne gmst-^erynum in 
pas dreorgan tid daedum cwemde mode and maegne. <*2223 
Ancr. R. 106 Te Giws dutten . . his deorewurde muS mid 
bore dreori fustes. a 1300 Cursor M. 214 (Cott.) j>e dreri 
days fiueten pat sal cum for-wit domes day. c 2440 York 
Myst. xlvi. 158 What drerye destonye me drew fro hat dede 1 
2600 Hakluyt Voy. III. 41 (R.) To ease the ship’s sides 
from the great and driry strokes of the yce. 

3 . Of persons, their actions, state, aspect, etc. : 

Full of sadness or melancholy ; sad, doleful, 
melancholy: in late use, influenced by 4. Obs. or 
arch. ; : : ; ; :h 

c 2000 jElfric Gen. xliv. 14 wurdon swipe dreori^e. 
c 2275 Lamb. Horn. 97 He lfrefraS pa dr[e]ori3an. c 1325 
Shoreham 89 Drery was thy mone. 2340 Hampole Pr. 
Come. 1454 Now es he blithe, now es he drery. <72386 
Chaucer Clerk's T. 458 A1 drery was his cheere and his 
lookyng. a 2400-50 Alexander 2989 Sire Dary as a drery 
man duellis at haine. 2535 Stewart Cron. Scot. II. 277 
Of his deid moir drerie wes ilk man. <7 2565 Lindesay (Pits- 
cottie) Ckron. Scot. (1728) 17 With sad, driry and quiet 
countenance.^ 2587TURBERV. Trag. T. (1837) 53 The deaw 
that from thine eyes and drearie cheek es do flow. 2623 
Purchas Pilgrimage (1614 822 Singing drerie lamentations. 
1637 Rutherford Lett. (18621 1, 224 Come and fetch the 
dreary passenger. 1742 Shenstone Schoolmistress 227 He, 
dreary caitiff 1 pines. 2844 Mrs. Browning Lay of Brown 
Rosary iv. i, Only I am dreary ; And, mother, of my dreari- 
ness, behold me very weary. 

4 . Dismal, gloomy ; repulsively dull or unin- 
teresting. (The ordinary current sense : app. a later 
weakening of 2.) 

1667 Milton P. L. r. 180 Seest thou yon dreary Plain . . 
The seat of desolation, voy d of light ? *718 Prior Power 


40X In chains of craggy hill, or lengths of dreary coast. 27®* 
Gibbon Dec/. <$• F. III. lxii. 560 At the dreary prospect of 
solitude and ruin. 2838 Dickens Lett. 12880) 1. 8 A 
house standing alone in the midst of a dreary moor. 2842 
Tennyson Locksley Hall 114 The light of London flaring 
like a dreary dawn. 2872 L. Stephen Playgr. Eur. u. 
(1894) 48 It sounds a very faded and dreary commonplace. 
2884 Manch. Exam. 14 May 5/3 The customs which made 
Sunday the dreariest day in the week are changing. Mod. 

A dreary speech by a dreary orator. 

5 . Comb., as *f dreary -mood, dreary-souled, adjs. 
a 2000 Caedmon's Gen. 2798 Draf of wicum dreorixmod. 
c 2200 Ormin 6542 Herode King Wass drerhmod and 
dreofedd. <7 2380 Sir Ferumb. 1103 pan set he him doun 
drurymode & dropede for hure sake. 2828 Milman Samor 
97 Dreary-soul’d Barbarians. 

t Drea*ry, V. Obs. In I dreorsian, 4 dreri. 

[f. prec. adj.j a. intr. To be dreary. (Only OE.) 
b. trans. To make dreary, sadden. (Only ME.) 

c 2000 Ruine 30 (Bosw.) Das hofu dreorjiap. a 2300 E. E. 
Psalter xxxvii, 7 A lie dai dreried I in-went. 

Dreche: see Dretch v. 

Dred(e, etc., obs. form of Dread, etc. 
Dreddour, dreder, var. Dreadour. 

Dredge (dredg), sbA Forms: $-6 dreg, 7 
dridge, 8 drudge, 7 “ dredge. [Of this, and the 
associated verb, the Sc. form dreg is found c 15 00 ) 
and in comb, in dreg-boat 1471 ; the Eng. form 
dredge appears (in thevb.) in 1576. (Cf. Sc. seg 
= sedge, etc.). The sb. corresponds to mod.Du. 
dreg , in 16th c. dregghe , dregge ‘ harpago ; verri- 
culum, euerriculum, Angl. dragge* K-ilian, LG. 
dregge a dredge, F. dreige , drige (for oysters), 1584 
in Hatz.-Darm. These continental words are perh. 
from English; and our word a derivative of the 
stem of Drag v. The forms dreg , dredge , suggest 
an OE. type *drgcg or *dry;ge from *drag/o- t -jon. 
The variants dradge , drudge , dridge appear to be 
perversions under the influence of other words.] 

An instrument for collecting and bringing up 
objects from the bed of a river, the sea, etc., by 
dragging along the bottom ; usually consisting of 
an iron frame with a net, bag, bucket, or other 
receptacle attached, a. orig. A drag-net for taking 
oysters, used also in pearl-fishing, etc. b. More 
recently, An apparatus for collecting marine ob- 
jects for scientific investigation, c, A dredger for 
clearing the beds of rivers and navigable waters. 

1472 implied in dredge-boat '. see b. [2562 Eden Arte 
of Navig. Pref. P ivb. Fyshermen that go a trawlyng for 
fyshe in Catches or mongers, and dradgies for Oysters 
about the sandes.] 1602 Caebw Cornwall 30 b, The oysters 
. . haue a peculiar dredge, which is a thick strong net, fastned 
to three spils of iron, and drawne at the boates sterne. 1626 
Capt. Smith Accid. Yng. Seamen 30 To the boate or skiffe 
belongs . . a dridge. 2709 Loud. Gaz. No. 45 10/7 The Hoy 
Burtlien 9 or 10 Tun., two Drudges in her with Ropes to 
them. 1796 Morse Amer. Geog. I. 464 Mr. Culver.. has 
constructed a Dock Drudge, which is a boat for clearing 
dpeks and removing bars in rivers. 1828 Stark Elem. 
Nat . Hist. II. 172 Sponges brought up by the dredge. 2862 
Geikie E. Forbes xv. 537 Cruising. .with the dredge— an 
instrument which he first methodized as an implement of 
zoological research, fig. 1888 A. S. Wilson Lyric of Hope- 
less Love exxvi. 360 Fancy casts her dredge in vain, To 
glean the secrets of (Le mam. 

b. attrib. and Comb., as dredge-boat, -man, -net, 

- rope , -sump, -wood. Also Dredgeful, as much 
as a dredge will hold. 

1472 Burgh Rcc. Edin. 16 Nov. (Rec. Soc.) (Jam. Supp.), 
Of ilk *dreg-boat and hand-lyne bot cummand m withfisch. 
2815 Scot-? Gtty M. liv, I daresay the lugger’s taken . . a 
dredge-boat might have taken her. 2883 Norman Presid. 

' A ddr. Tyneside Field Club 27 A *dredgeful of ‘ Globigerina 
Ooze’ from 2,435 fathoms. 2776 G. Semple Building in 
Water 46 At low Water I set all the *Drudge and Water- 
men to that Corner. 1892 E. Reeves Homewd. Bound 160 
Most of the signal-house keepers and dredge men along the 
canal seem French. 2875 W. McIlwraith Guide Wig - 
townshire no Persons slcilled in *dredge-nets. 1773 Hist. 
Brit. Dom. N. Amer. n. xi. § 12. 217 [Whale-fishing] To the 
further end of this stick is fastened a tow-rope, called the 
*drudge-rope, of about fifteen fathom. 1851 Greenwell 
Coal-trade Terms Northtimb.fi Durh. 24 * Dredge Sump, 
a reservoir through which a current of water is sometimes 
made to flow before passing to a pump, in order that any 
small stones or sludge may be retained. 

Dredge, sbz Forms: 4-7 drags, 5 drag- 
(g)eye, dragie, -gy, dragge, dregge, 5-6 drege, 
5- dradge, 6- dredge, (7 drag), P. 5 dragett. 
[Late ME. dragie, dragi, also dragett, a. OF .dragie, 
dragee, mod.F. dragee , in Pr. and Sp. dragea, Sp., 
Pg.' gragea, It. treggia (masc.), med.L. drageia , 
drageya , dragia, dragetum, and dragdia: all sup- 
posed to derive in some way from L. tragemata, 
a. Gr. TpayrjfjLaTa spices, condiments. In Eng* the 
final vowel became at length mute ; the form 
dragett directly represents med.L. dragetum.] 
f 1 . A sweetmeat ; a comfit containing a seed or 
grain of spice ; a preparation made of a mixture of 
spices ; cf. Dragee. Obs . 

<72350 Med. MS. in Archeeol. XXX. 390 Y« sed is good 
fasten.de to ete, And ek in drage after mete. [1377-86 see 
Drug $£. 1 ] 1402-2 Mem. Ripon (Surtees) III. 208 Et 

in j lib. dragge erupt., [1402-3 dragyj 24. . Noble Bk. 
I Cookry (Napier) 27 Cast on a dridge mad with hard yolks 


of eggs. <72440 Anc. Cookery in Hfouseh. Orel. (1790) 454 
Make thenne a dragee of the yolkes of harde eyren brencen. 
C1440 Promp. Pam/. 130/1 Dragge (v.rr. dragy, dradge), 
dragetum. 1481-90 Howard Housek. Bks. (Roxb.) 367 
Item, .payed for a box of drege xx. d. 1530 Palsgr. 215/r 
Dradge, spyce, dragee. 2544 Phaer Regim. Lyje j 1560) 
I vj b, By eatyng of a title dredge, made of anyse seede and 
coriander. 2602 Holland Pliny II. 108 A drage or pouder 
of it [thyme] with salt, brings the appetite againe. 1616 
Surfl. & Markh. Country F. 48 Take fasting a Dredge 
made of Annise, Fennell, Caraway, and Coriander seed. 

1470-72 Mem. Ripon (Surtees) III., Dragett. 

2 . A mixture of various kinds of grain, esp. of 
oats and barley, sown together. Now dial. 

[In Fr. dragie is a mixture of pease, vetches, beans, lentils, 
sown as a forage crop.] . ' 

[2309 in Registr. Monast. de Winchelcumba (1892) 304 
Ouatuor quarteria frumenti, et quatuor quarteria bom 
drageti.] *4-* Ycc. in Wr.-Wulcker 596 Mixtilw , 
Draggeye. 14-. Metrical Voc. Ibid, 625 Dragetum » 
dragge, mixtilioque, medyide come. <72440 Promp. Pam/. 
130/ 1 Dragge, menglyd corne (drage, or mestlyon, P. V *533 
in Weaver Wells Wills (1890) 55, ij quarters of barley and y 
of drege. 1573 TUSSER Husb. xvi. (2878) 39 Sowe barlie and 
dredge, with a plentifull hand. 2601 Holland Pliny I. 534, 
As touching tne drage called Ocymum .. it is a kind ot 
forage or prouender for horses. 2612 Bible Job xxiv. o 
margin. Mingled com or dredge. 2669 Worudgs Syst. 
Agric. (i68x) 324 Dredge, Oats and Barley mixed. 1888 
Elworthy W. Somerset Word-bk., Dredge , nuxed corn of 
several kinds, as oats, wheat, and barley sown together*, 
done very commonly for game feed. . 

fig. 2603 Holland Plutarch's M or. xo8 (RACholer is a 
miscellane seed tas it were) . . and a dredge, made of all the 
passions of the mind. 

3 . filming. Ore of a mixed quality intermediate 
between the rich and the worthless. 

2875 Ure's Did. Arts II. 80 Detaching from each piece 
the inferior portions, and thus forming either prill or best 
dradge ore. 1875 J. H. Collins Metal Mining 111 A quan- 
tity of material of a mixed nature, called ‘dredge , or 
‘ roughs ’, or ‘ rows ’, is often separated, on the one hand 
from the rich ore, on the other from the worthless waste. 

4 . Comb., as dredge-box t (a) a box for holding 
dredges or comfits, etc., a drageoir ; ( b ) — dredg- 
ing-box'. see Dredge v. - ; dredge-malt, malt 


a powder of mixed spices, sugar, etc. 

1525 Ld. Berners Froiss. II. clvii. [cliii], 434 Two *dredge 
boxes of golde. 1822 Chalmers Let. in Life (1851) I. 293 
Eloquent upon her favourite subject of napery inventories 
and dredge-boxes. 1496-7 in Rogers Agric. Prices III. 
78/3 *Dregg malt. 2686 Plot S tafiordsh. 379 Maul t of Oats, 
which mixt with that of barley, is call’d Dredg-mault. 1579 
Langham Gard. Health (1633) 363 A *dredge powder : take 
fine powder of Licoras and Anniseeds, of each one pound, 
suger candy to pound, pepper and ginger, of each two 
ounces : mixe them and vse it for most inward griefes. 


Dredge, V . 1 Also 6-7 dreg, dregge, 7-8 
drudge, 8 druge. [Goes with Dredge jA‘] 

X. trans. To collect and bring up (oysters, etc.) 
by means of a dredge ; to bring up, fish up, or 
clear away or out (any object) from the bottom 
of a river, etc. Also fig. 

2508 Kennedie Fly ting w. Dunbar 579 Thou sailit to get 
a dowcare, for to dreg it, It lyis elositm a clout on Seland 
cost. 2570-6 Lambarde Peratnb. Kent (1826) 234 South 
Yenlet, notorious also for great Oisters, that be dredged 
thereaboutes. 2659 E. Leigh Eng. Descr. 105 The salt 
savoury Oisters there dregged. <21705 Ray Sel. Rem. 272 
(L.) They dredge up from the bottom of the sea., white 
coral. 1776 G. Semple Building in Water 34 We drudged 
all we could come at away. 2852 Taylor Improvem. Tyne 77 
Dredging out silt. 2863 Kingsley Water Bab. y ii, 265 You 
and I perhaps shall.. dredge strange creatures such as man 
never saw before. 2878 Huxley Physiogr. xvii. 286 A stone 
celt which was dredged up from the Thames. 

2 . intr. To make use of a dredge; to fish for 
(oysters, etc.), or to remove silt, etc. from the 
bottom of a river, etc., by means of a dredge. 

2681 Colvil Whigs Supplic. (2751)44 Some getting oyster- 
boats to dreg, Some making satires for to beg. 1722 Act 9 
Anne c. 26 Such persons as shall use to fish or druge within 
the limits of the said Fishery as common Fishermen or Dru- 
germen. 2764 Platt in Phil. Trans . LIV. 52 To use drag- 
nets as they do in drudging for oisters. 2863 Lyell Antiq. 
Man 18 Mud .. obtained by dredging in the adjoining 
shallow water. , , 

3 . trans. To clean out the bed or bottom of 
(a river, channel, harbour, etc.) by removing silt 
with a dredging apparatus. 

1844 Hull Dock Ad 98 Repairing, altering, dredging, or 
improving the said docks. 1875 J. H. Bennet Winter 
Medit. 1. viii. (ed. 2) 242 The government has dredged the 
magnificent old port, which had been allowed to fill up. 
Hence Dredged ppl. a. 

2867 A. Barry Sir C. Barry vx. 158 The dredged bed of 
the river. 2894 Daily News 26 Nov. 5/3 Built in a dredged- 
out berth or dock. 

Dredge, V. * Also 7 dreg, 7-9 drudge, [app. 
f. Dredge sbfi] 

1 . trans . To sprinkle (anything) with powder, 
esp . flour; orig. to sprinkle with some powdered 
mixture of sugar, spices, etc. Also Jig . 

1596 Nashe Saffron Walden 48 AcontinuatTropologicall 
speach . .all to bee-spiced and dredged with sentences and 
allegories. 1612 Beaum, & Fl. Scornful Lady u. iii, Burnt 
figs, dreg’d with meal and powdered sugar, a 1626 — Bloody 
Brother n. i. ad fin.. My spice-box, gentlemen .. Dredge 
you a dish of plovers, there’s^ the art on’t. 2750 E, Smith 
Compl. Housew. 19 Drudge it with a little flour. 1852 D. 
Jerrold St. Giles iv. 26 His. .hair was dredged with grey. 
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2 . To sprinkle (any powdered substance) over 
anything. Also transf 

1648 Herrick Hester., Pray $ Prosper, The spangling 
dew dreg’d o’re the grasse, 1741 CompL Pam. Piece t. li. 98 
Predge grated Bread over it. 1855 Soyer Pantropk. 288 
Serve, having, .dredged over them a little poppy-seed. 
Hence Bridging vbl. sb. ; attrib. as dredging-box. 
16 ix Cotgr., Rosti sanglant, a dredging with the powder 
of Hares bloud. 1709 W. King Art of Cookery Let. v, 
Basting-ladles, dripping-pans, and dmdging-boxes. 1751 
Smollett Per. Pic. (1779) IV. lxxxviii. 47 This all the flour 
in his drudging-hox had not been able .to whiten. 1851 
Beck's Florist Sept. 203 Sulphur is a well-known remedy, 
dusted on the leaves, while wet, from a dredging-box* 

Dredge, -s, obs. form of Dreg, -s, sb. 
Dredger 1 (dre-d^oi). Also 6 Sc. dregar, 
dregger, 8 drudger. [f, Dredge vJ + -er * .] 

1 . One who uses a dredge ; esp., in early use, one 
who dredges oysters. 

1508 Dunbar Fly ting w. Kennedie 242 Rank beggar, ostir 
dregar, foule fleggar, in the flet. 1572 Lament, of Lady 
Scot, in Scot. Poems tfxtlt C.II. 250 It is mair schame in burgh 
to se beggers Nor is it skaith in Crawmont to want dreggers. 
1667 in Sprat Hist. R. Soc. 307 (J°d.) The oysters cast 
their spawn which the dredgers call their spats. 1723 
Lot:d. Gaz. No. 6196/8 Edmund North, late of Wakerin in 
Essex, Oyster-Drudger. 1882 Standard 18 Feb. 5/2 The 
Whitstable dredgers feed, but do not breed oysters. 1887 
Daily Nezus 217 Feb. 7/2, The dragging up of the body by a 
d redger . . [with] his dredging apparatus, 

2 . A boat employed in dredging for oysters. 

1600 Hakluyt Voy. III. 586 (R.) We .. then bad 1 sight of 

a brigandine or a dredger, which the general tooke within 
one ho u res chase with his two barges. x88& Public Opinion 
(N.Y.) 15 Dec., The Maryland steamer .. has a two hours' 
fight with a fleet of oyster pirates, .and runs down two of 
the dredgers. 

3 . A dredging machine : see quot 1892. 

1863 P. Barry Dockyard Earn. 29 A strangely shaped 
anchor brought up by the dredger the other day. 1871 
Da ily Nexus 30 June, Any tendency thereto [silting up] may 
he averted by the steady use of dredgers. 1892 Labour 
Commission Gloss., Dredger, vessels fitted with iron buckets 
and machinery for deepening rivers or bars and keeping 
harbours or docks from filling up. 

Bre'dger A Also drudger. [f. Dredge zl 2 
+ -er 1 ] A box with a perforated lid for sprinkling 
powder over anything, as a flour-dredger. 

(In quot, 1666, some think = F. drageoir, OF. also 
drageur, * a comfet box of silver *, Cotgr.) 

1666 Pepys Diary 2 Feh,, To London .. and did carry 
home a silver drudger for my cupboard of plate. 1721 
Bailey, Dredger, a Flower Box. 1773 Asti, Dredger , 
Drudger .. the box out of which flower is thrown on roast 
meat. 1819 H. Busk Banquet 11. 189 The drudger, salt-box, 
cullender and skewer. 

Dre-dger-man, = Dredger! r. 

1696 Load. Gaz. No, 3182/3 Masters of Vessels, Fisher- 
men, Dredgermen, and other Seafaring Men. 17x1 [see 
Dredge vA 2], 1851-61 Mayhew Loud. Labour II. 165 
(Hoppe] The dredgermen, of the Thames^ or river finders. 
1887 Daily News 27 July 6/3 It [a Fraternity at Faversham] 
consisted of free fishermen and dredgermen, who had the ex- 
clusive right to dredge and sell oysters within the hundred. 

Dredging, vbl sb. [f. Dredge zrJ + -ing i.] 
The action of the verb Dredge b 
1622 R. Hawkins Voy. S, Sea 227 In anno 1583. .1 was at 
the dregging of pearle oysters after the manner we dregge 
oysters in England. 1764 Platt in Phil. Trans. LIV. 52 
To use dragnets as they do in drudging for oisters. 1876 
Page Adv. Text-Bk. Geol. xx* 414 So far as dredgings 
and soundings enable us to decide. 

b. toner* That which is dredged tip. 

- x 83 x Carpenter Microsc. xii. $ 474 It is curious that these 
two forms should present themselves in the same dredging. 
1891 Law Reports Weekly Notes 120/1 Depositing thereon 
dredgings from the river. . 

c. attrib. and Comb., as dredging-bag, -engine* 
-gear., -iron, -machine, etc., 

■ ■ 1776 G. Semvle Building in Water 33 The Stones .. tore 
and totally destroyed ourBrudging-bags. Ibid. a^Drudging- 
engines. 1830 Meclt. Mag. XIII. 64 The dredging, 
machines . . were invented and- patented' by' a Mr. Israel 
Pownail in 1712. . 1840- Evid. Hull ^ Docks Com. 37 Excava- 
tion., done by the dredging-machine. 1851 Offic. Caial, 
■Ct. ' Exhib. H. 600 . Improved ; grappling . or dredging-iron, 
for drawing from the water the bodies of persons., drowned. 

Dredging, -box : see Dredge vf 
Dredgy, -le, Sc. forms of Dirge, chiefly in 
sense 3, funeral feast. 

Dre&ottr, var. Dread our. 

Bree (di 1), v. Now Sc. and north, dial, or 
arch. Forms: 1 dr dog, an, 2 dreoijen, 2-5 dre- 
5 ;(n, 3 drehe(n, dre^henn ( Orm .), 3-4 dri5e(n, 
3-6 drei(e, 3-9 drie, 4 drey(e, dry£(e, 4-5 
dregh(e, 4-6 drighe, dry(e, dre (5 dryee), 4- 
dree. JPa. t. 1 dreds, dre&b, pi. drugon, 2 3 
dre^, pi. druhen, drehen, 3 dreih, 4 dreich, 
dre^h, drey 5, drey, (drogh, drow, drie}. 0 . 

3 drehde, 4 dried, 5 dreghit, (6 Sc. dreit), 
5~ dreed, Da. pple. 1-3 drowen, 2 idre^en, 

4 drowen, (droun). 0 . 5- dreed. [OE„ driogan 
(3rd sing, drlehfty dryhtf) ; a strong vb. of 2nd 
ablaut series, (OTeut. type *'dreug-, draug-, drug-), 
elsewhere represented only by Gothic driugan to 
do military service {gadrauhts a soldier), and the 
ON. derivative vb. drygja to perform, perpetrate, 
lengthen, f. drjicg - enduring, lasting, etc. In the 


*i3th c., a weak pa. t. is found, and the strong in- 
flexions do not occur after 1400. The verb has 
lived oh in Sc. and north Eng. dialects, and has been 
revived as a literary archaism by Sir Walter Scott 
and his imitators. 

In ME. there was some tendency, to confuse dree and 
draw , arising prob. from form-association of dro%, drogh , 
drozo, pa. L of draw, with druhen, pi. of pa- 1., ana droyn, 
drowen pa. pple., of dree. Hence drogh , drow occur for 
dre^ dreigh ; see also Draw v. 

CX340 Cursor M. 9308 (Trin.) perynne he dreys© aftir 
bale {Laud MS. drie, Gbit, drow, Coil. drogh.)l ? 

■f 1 . trans. To do, perform (service, duty, any one s 
will) * to commit (sin). Obs. 

c 1000 Ags. Ps. (Th-)Iiv. 8 Dru^on pact on bur^um, daeges 
and nrhtes. c 1000 Guthlac 386 Se )?e in prowingum peodnes 
willan daeshwam dreo^eS. c 1175 Lamb. Horn. 23 pa sun- 
fulle monne pe dre^eS a heore uuele werkes. c 1200 Trim 
Coll. Ham. 37 pe waprnen. and wimmen pe hordom drien. 
Ibid. 191 Neddre doo pre ping lichamliche .. pe pe deuel 
dri3e8 gostliche. 

2 . To endure, undergo, suffer, bear (something 
burdensome, grievous, or painful). 

a 1000 Csedmods Exod. 2978 Seo mengeo flesten dreah 
fela missera. a 1200 Moral Ode 288 A 1 pat man mai here 
dxeo^en [sr.r. drie]L a 1225 Ancr. JR. 136 Uor pe luue of him 
pet dreih more uor pe. Ibid. 356 Wouh of scheome pet 
mon drihS. c 1230 Mali Meid. 37 Hare wean en pat ure 
alre modres drehden on us seluen. a 1300 Cursor M. 23225 
(Cott.) pe tlirid pine es hard to drei [zr.rr. drie, dt^e, dreye]. 
c *320 Seuyn Sag. (W.) 2660 He telde hire the sore we that 
he dregh. c 1400 Rom. Rose 3115 Forpeynes gret, disese 
and thought, Fro day to day he doth me drye. c 1400 
Melayne 1055 Pity the dole we dree for thee. 1513 Douglas 
FF.neis iv. x. heading , Quhat sorow dreis queyne Dido all 
the nycht. a 1774 Fergusson Election Poems (1845) 40 
His bulk has dree'd a sair, sair fa*. 1848 Mrs. Gaskell. 
M. Barton xxv, To dree all the cruel slander they’ll put 
upon him. 1855 Browning Old pictures in. Florence xxv. 
While their pictures dree Such doom. 

f b. with inf. or subord. cl. Obs. 

a 1300 Cursor M. 1300 (G&tt.) Langer to liue may he 
noght drei. c 1330 King of Tars 235, I nul no lengor drye 
That Crist ene men schul for me dye. 1460 Lybeans Disc. 
950 (R.) Never they ne seygb Man that myghte dreygh To 
justy wyth Gyffroun. 

e. To dree one's weird : to endure one’s fate, 
suffer or submit to one’s destiny, arch. 

13.. E. E. AMU. P. B. 1224 In dongoun be don to dre^e 
per hrs wyrdes. ? c 1485 Prophecy of Waldkaue in Whole 
Praphecie of Scotland (1603) Cjb, Heere in wildernes 
I dwell, my weird for to dree, i8r6 Scott Antiq. xxxii, 

‘ Ohon f we T re dreeing a sair weird ; we hae had a heavy 
dispensation/ 1886 Mrs. Lynn LiNTONP^/o^Crtr^vxxxv, 
French must dree his weird as a brave man should. 

T-d. intr. To suffer. Obs. 

<2x605 Montgomerie Misc. Poems xvi. 5 Of duill and 
dolour so I dry. 

3 . trans. To do, perform, suffer (penance, shrift). 
arch. 

<71x75 Lamb. Horn. 51 Er be pefde idregen pet scrjft. 
a 1300 Cursor M. 496 (Cott.) pai drei ful harde schrift. 
c 1330 R. Brunne Chron. Wace (Rolls) 16613 He schulde 
go to Rome . . penaun ce to drye. c X420 Auturs of A rih. xi, 
God hase grauntut me grace, To dre my penawunse in this 
place. 1596 Dalrymple tr. Leslie's Hist. Scot ix. 210 The 
slaers-.sulde be banist to ffrance and drie thair pennance 
fhair. 1810 Scott Lett. 30 Mar. (1894) 1 . 174 , 1 was dreeing 
penance for some undiscovered sin at a family party. 1866 
N ewman Gerontiies v. 39 He dreed his penance age by age. 

4 . intr. To endure, last, hold out, continue. 
Now Sc. and north, dial. 

a 1225 Juliana 26 Six men heatecJ hire hwil ha mahten 
drehen. c 1350 Will. Palerne 1772 Fled as fast homward as 
fet migt drie. , 1375 Barbour Bruce xviil 53 Sail na man 
say, quhill I may dre. That strynth of men sail get me fie. 
c 1460 Tmuneley Myst. (Surtees) 156 [Symeon] Welle is me 
that I shall© dre Tylle I have sene hym with myn ee. 1570 
Levins Mattip. 46/26 To Dree, last, durare. x868 Atkinson 
Cleveland Gloss., Dree , to endure, to last. 1871 Waddell 
Ps. Ixxxviii. 15, 1 . .kenna nae knger how till dree. 

5 . trans. To last through (time) ; to pass, spend, 
live (one’s life, days) ; esp. with the notion of 
endurance. Also* with forth, out. Obs. or arch. 

ct 250 Gen. 4 Ex. 2404 An hundred ger. .Haue ic her 
drogen in werlde wo. 1340-70 Alisannder 242 With doole 
dried bee so his dayes. c 1380 Sir Ferumb. 5842 God lyf 
schalt pou drye. 1585 Jas. I Ess. Poesic (Arb.) 44 To drie 
Her voyage out. a 1605 Montgomerie Misc. Poems vii. x 
Drie furth the inch as thou bes done the span. 1805 Scott 
Last Mbistr. 11. v, Would’st thou thy every future year In 
ceaseless prayer and penance drie. 

0 . To ‘ spin out’, protract, dial. 

1855 Robinson Whitby Gloss., ‘ He dreed a lang drone *, 
delivered a tiresome dissertation. 

Hence Dree'ing vbl. sb. 

c 1350 Will. Palerne 9 rg F or dreging of pis duel. 

Dree, sb. Sc. [f. Dree v.] The action of the 
verb Dree ; suffering, grief, trouble. (Mostly 
a modem archaism.) 

Ic 143® Ltdg. Min. Poems (Percy Soc.) 45 The first yere 
wedlokk is called pleye, The second dreye, and the thrid 
yere deye.} 1871 Waddell Ps . xxvii. 5, V the day o* dule 
an’ dree. 1890 R. Bridges Shorter Poems iv. 4 The half- 
moon . . Shrinketh her face of dree. 

Dree, dreigh (drf, drfx)? a. Now Sc. and 
north, dial, or arch. Forms : 3 drei3, drib., 
3-5 dre:}, 4 drye, dry 3, 4-5 drey, 5 dregh, 
drie, 5- dreich, 6- dreigh, 7- dree, (8 dreech, 
dreegh, 8-9 driegh, 9 driche, driech). [ME. 
dre}, dregh OE. type *drdog, corresp. to ON. 


drjugr enduring, lasting, substantial, .ample, rich 
(Sw . dryg heavy, long, Targe, rich, etc., Da. droi 
lasting, durable, great) ; from stem of Dree v.J 
fl. Enduring, patient, long-suffering. Obs. 
c X200 Trin. Coll. Horn. 49 Lomb is drib ping and mild'e. 
0x250 Hymn Virg. 34 Ibid. App. 256 Maide dreig & wel 
itaucht. 

t 2 . Heavy, mighty, great ; doughty, fierce. Obs. 
23 . . E. E. A Hit. P. B. 342 In dryg dred and daunger. 
cx 400 Rowland <$■ O. 696 His dynttys were full dreghe. 
1x40a Destr. Troy 5322 Breghist in arrays, - And the 
strongest in stoure. Ibid. 11890 pe key. .the durres to vndo 
of the dregh horse; a 1400-50 Alexander 5568 ]?e dregest 
deele of paim died of his dukis handis. 

3 . a. Long; slow, tedious, wearisome ; persistent; 
difficult to surmount or get over, 4 stiff’, severe, 
b. Dreary, cheerless, doleful. 

c 1400 Destr. Troy 1622 The draghtes, the dyse, and oper 
dregh gaumes. Ibid. 3320 Elan.. driet the dropis of hir 
dregh tens. <* 1400-50 Alexander 4441 ^bure surfete of 
drinkis . . gers gow die or goure day many drege wyntir. 
c 1430 Hymns Virg. (1867) 22 perof us pen kip pe wey to 
drie. ?i 4 .. MS. Hart. 2252, fo. 1x8 (Haliiwell) A ryver 
brode and dreghe. 1597 Montgomerie Cherrie 4- Slae 357 
The craige was vgly, stay and dreich. 1674 Ray N. C. 
Words 15 Dree: Long, seeming tedious beyond expecta- 
tion, spoken of a way. A hard bargainer, spoken of a person. 
a 1774 Fergusson Leith Races Poems (1845) 35 There’s 
lang and dreech contestin. 1794 Burns * There was a lass * 
i,The moor was driegh, and Meg was skiegh. 1807 J. Stagg 
Poems 19 Six dree years had Susan languish’d. x8x8 Scott 
Hrt. Midi, xxix, ‘ Our minny here’s rather driech in the 
upgang/ 1857 E. Waugh Lane. Life 207 The rains are 
heavy and dree upon Ashworth moors. x886 Stevenson 
Kidnapped xxiii, ‘ My life is a bit driegh . . I see little 
company*. 

1 4 . At a tedious distance, far off. Ohs. rare. 
CX330 R. Brunne Chron. Wace (Rolls) 12205 pe lasse hil 
was nought so drey flro pe more, but euene ney. 

Dree, dveigh^adv. Obs. or dial. [ME. dre^e 
OE. type *dredge.J 

f I. Heavily, severely, mightily, vehemently. Obs. 
c 1320 Sir Tristr. 3035 pou louest tristrem dreige. c 1340 
Gaw. <§• Gr.Knt, 2663 Hade hit [weapon] dryuen adoun, as 
dreg as he at led, per hade beh ded of his dynt. c 1420 
Anturs of A rtk. (Irel.)xl Querto draues thou so dregghe? 
2 . Persistently, * doggedly ’. dial. 

1844 $« Bam ford Life of Radical 110 The rain having set 
in dree. 1865 E. Waugh Lane. Songs 7 Th* rain’s cornin' 
deawn very dree. 

Dreed, obs. form of Dread. 

Bree‘-draw. An implement used in illegal 
fishing, being a ( stroke-haul q. v., fastened to 
a line reaching across a river, and held by a man 
at each end. 

1850 Act 134- 14 Victoria c. 88 § 40 It shall not he lawful 
..at any Season of the Year, to use for the Purpose of 
taking Fish any Otter, Lyster, Spear, Strokehaul, Dree 
Draw, or Gaff. x866 Cork Constitution (newspr.) 12 Sept., 
For that, .each of you d!id illegally use a dree-draw or goff 
for the purpose of taking fish in . . the Bandon River. 

Dreel, Sc. form ot Drill. 

Bree ly, dreigllly, adv. Now Sc. and north, 
dial. [f. Dree a. + -ly A] 

J* 1 . Heavily, mightily, vehemently, stiffly. Obs. 
13.. E. E. A Hit. P. C. 235 Drof hem dryglych adoun pe 
depe. 13. . Gaw. <y Gr. Knt. 1026 pay . . pe wyn dronken, 
Daunsed ful dregly wyth dere carolez. c 1460 Townehy 
Myst. (Surtees) 90 And thou drynk drely, in thy polle 
wylle it synk. cx 475 Rauf Coillear 2x7 They drank 
dreichlie about, 

2. Slowly, persistently, dial 

1828 Craven Dialect, Dreely , slowly, though continuous. 

* It rains dreely ’. x868 Holme Lee B. Godfrey xlvi. 251 

Father called thee dreely. 

Dreen, obs. and dial, form of Drain - . 

Breep, drepe (drJp), v. Ohs. or dial [In Sc. 
use, a dial, form of Drip v.; but the 1 5-1 6th c. 
English examples appear to represent the OE, 
strong vb. driopan « OS. driopan, OHG. triofan, 
ON. drjiipa OTeut. *dreup-, draup-, drup- to 
drop. See Drip, Drop.] 

1 . intr. To fall in drops, to drip. 
a xooo Ags. Ps. (Th.) lxxi[i]. 6 Dropa pe on pas eor^an up 
on dreopao. C1430 Lydg. Bochas 67 b, Of Diana the trans- 
mutacion, Now bright, now pale, now clere, now dreping. 
C X450 St, Cntkbert (Surtees) 3x98 P© ferys oure hir face 
drepyd. 1571 Golding Calvin on Ps. xxix. 4 The Rayne 
dreepeth doune softly. 1594 Lodge Wounds Civ. Wary, in 
Hazl. Dodstey VII. 183 The dreeping dimness of the night. 
x68x Colvil Whigs Supplic. (1751 ! 55 Some with spilled 
drink are dreeping, And some sit on a privy sleeping. 1825 
Brockett N. ■ C, ' Gloss. • ■ s.v., ■ ‘ Dreaping o* wet *. ' a 1835 
Hogg Ringan 4 May 50 Well do I like at the gloaming 
still, To dreep from the lift or the lowering hill. 

1 2 . To droop ; fig. to lose courage, grow faint. 
c X400 Destr. Troy 10795 pai drepit in dole, as pai degh shuld. 
c 1430 Lydg. Min. Poems 161 (Mate.) Alcestis flower . . In 
> stormys dreepithe. ' 1x450 Cow. Myst. tShaks. Soc.) 170 In 
■ goode tyme 30 dede dowme drepe To take gowr rest. 
Dreeri, -y, obs. forms of Dreary. 
t Bref, <2- Obs. rare, [early ME. :—OE. * drift 
(i-drbdjo-), secondary form of drof (:— drift u-) : see 
Drof, and cf. OHG. truobi , Ger. triibe .] Trouble- 
i some, vexatious, grievous. 

£1250 Gen. 4- Ex. 4144 Ydolatrie, Sat was hem lef, oft© 
vt-wrogte hem sorges dref. 

Dref(f, obs. pa. t. and pple. of Drive v. 
DreJcLe, dreifle, obs. forms of Drivel. 
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Dreful, -1 y, obs. form of Dreadful, -it. 

Breg,^* Chiefly in pi. dregs ^dregz)* h'orms ; 

3- 4 drege, 4- dreg, [6 dredge, 7 dregge) ; PL 

4- 7 dregges, (5 -is, -ys, dregys, 6 dragges), 
6-7 dreggs, 6- dregs (6-7 drags, dredges). 
[Probably from Norse : cf. Ieel. dreggjar pi., Sw. 
drligg pi. dregs, lees.] 

1 . (Usually pi.) The sediment of liquors ; the 
more solid particles which settle at the bottom of 
a solution or other liquid ; grounds, lees, feculent 
matters. Alsoy^*. 

a 1300 E. E. Psalter lxxiv. 9 [bcxv. 8] Drege in him [7/. r. 
his dreg; Vulg.yar.*' eius) noght is littled ; drinke sal al pa 
sinfulle. 1377 Langl. P. PL B. xtx. 397 Whil I can selle 
Bothe dregges and draffe and drawe it at oil hole, pikke ale 
and pinne zde. c 7440 Promp. Parv. 131/2 Dreggys of oyle, 
amurca. 1579 Gosson Sell. Abuse (Arb.J 37 The drinke 
that they drawe [is] ouer-charged with dr egg es. 1631 
Gouge God's Arrows 1. xliii. 70 Much corruption lieth as 
dreggs at the bottorae. 1758 Berkeley Farther Th. on 
Tar-water Wks. III. 493 The dregs of tar are often foul, 
1809 Syd. Smith Two Pol. Serrn. II, 43 The bitterest 
dreg in the cup of God’s wrath. 1823 J. N icholson Operat. 
Mechanic 453 The other goes into a deep and narrow 
cistern, where the dreg again subsides. 1870 Dickens 
E. Drood viii, He flings the dregs of his wine at Edwin. 

b. phr. To drink, drain , etc. to the dregs, i.e. 
to the thick and turbid sediment : often fig, 

1709 Pope Ess. Crit. 545 The following licence of a 
Foreign reign Did all the dregs of bold Socinus drain. 1762 
Goldsm. Cit. W. x evti, This manner.. of drawing off a 
subject, or a peculiar mode of writing to the dregs. 1795 
Southey Vis. Maid Orleans 1. 260 Destined to drain the 
cup of bitterness, Even to its dregs. 1813 Scott Trierm. 
Concl. i, To require of bard That to his dregs the tale 
should run. 1874 J. Stoughton Ck. of Rev. xiii, 318 This 
strange mortal, who had drunk the dregs of Antinomianism. 

f 2. transf. Fseces, excrement, refuse, rubbish j 
corrupt or defiling matters. Ohs. 

<21300 E. E. Psalter xxxix. 3 [xl. 2] Fra pe slogh of 
wrecchednes, And fra fen of dreg [Vulg.j^w] pat es. 1607 
Topsell Fourf. Beasts (1658) 332 Because the guts bestopt 
with winde and dregges. 1668 Culpepper & Cole Bartkol. 
Anat, 1. xL 26 The Dreggs or Excrements, .did He lurking. 

3 . fig. The most worthless part or parts; the base 
or useless residue ; the refuse or offscourings. 

1531 Elyot Gov. 1. xiv, They . . nener tasted other but the 
fecis or dragges of the sayd noble doctrines. 1546 Supplic. 
Poore Com. (E. E. T. S .4 65 Symple creatures, .taken for the 
dregges of the worlde. 1581 J. B ell H addon’s A nsw. Osor. 
358 Traditions of men : Mounckish vowes. .pilgrimages, and 
innumerable such dredge. 1673 Traherne Chr, Ethics ix. 
i:2i Matter is the dreg of nature, and dead without power. 
1689 Hickeringill Whs. {1716) II, 495 For us who live in 
the Dregs of Romulus [cf. L. in Rmnuli. farce]. 1719 
Young Revenge il i, Some dregs of ancient night not 
quite purg'd off. 1761 Hume Hist. Eng. III. lxi. 320 Low 
mechanics, .the very dregs of the fanatics. 1876 C- M. 
Davies U north. Land. 66 The very dregs of the population. 

4 . Last remains, small remnant, residue. 

1377 Holinsmed Hist. Scot. 490/1 Sore hurt, .in the arme 
with the dredge of a caliuer shot.' 1394 Shaks. Rich. Ill, 
1. iv. 124 Some certaine dregges of conscience are yet within 
mee. 1619 Mrq. Buckhm. in Fortesc. Papers 84, I will 
wash away that offence,, and if there shall yet remayne any 
dregg of it, 1683 Burnet Life Bedell Pref. (L.), This iron 
age and dreg of time. 1789 Mrs. Piozzi f ount. France II. 
208 A dreg of the Romish superstition. 1867 G. Gilfillan 
Might hi. 76 The meteor . .left not e’en a trace or dreg behind, 

b. The sequelae of a disease. 

1639 Fuller Holy War iv. xi. {1647) 187 The remnant- 
dregs of his disease. 1824 Miss Ferrjer Inker . xxvii, The 
dregs of the measles are a serious thing. 

5 . sing. A small quantity or drop left; hence, 
depnciatwely , a small quantity or * drop \ 

1819 Shelley Cyclops 579 Take it and drink it off ; leave 
not a dreg. 2822 Carlyle in Early Lett. (1886/ II. 10 
Make yourself a comfortable dreg. 

Hence Dre'gTu.1 a., full of dregs, dreggy ; Dreg- 
less a., free from dregs. 

*55* Huloet, Dreggefull or full of dregges, amaricosus. 
*843 Ld. Campbell Chancellors (1857) I, xiiL 197 It passed,, 
dregless, into the vat of our memory, 
tBreg,*. Obs. rare. [f. prec. sb.] irons. To 
make dreggy ; to render turbid as with dregs. 

1627-47 Feltham Resolves l xcv. 298 Our much: '.use 
of strong Beere, and grosse Flesh, is a great occasion of 
dragging our spirits. 1812 Sporting Mag. XXXIX. 101 Bo 
.was the; finish' of .this scene dregged with 'dross. 

Dreg, obs. form of Dredge. 

t Dregbaly. Ohs. ? Error for *dragbelly : a 
big belly, a person with a large paunch. 

*483 Cath. A ngl. 108/1 A Dregbaly, aq-ualiculz/s, porci est 
ventripotens. 

Dreggish (dre’gij), a. [£. Dreg sb. + -ish.] 
Of the nature of dregs ■ or ■ refuse;;, affected by the 
presence of dregs. , Also fig. Base, vile. 

*561 T. Norton Calvin’s Inst. tv. v. (1634) 535 Barbers, 
Cooks . , and such' dreggish ' men. *616 .SsiRfau & Marks. 
Country Forme 435 Not that which is 'in the bottofne, 
because it is verie dreggish and filthie. *7*6 M. Davies 
Aiken. Brit. II. 346 The Clogging and Dreggish M ea- 
st ru urns of Galenick Electuaries. 

Dreggy (dre-gi), a. [f. as prec. + -y 1.] Abound- 
ing in dregs or faeces ; of the nature or character 
of dregs; feculent; foul, impure ; turbid, polluted. 

c 1440 Promp. Parv. 131/2 Dreggy, .or fulle of drestys, 
feculentus, '*374 'Newton Health Mag. 48 Grapes leave 
much feculent and dreggie matter in the body. *637 
Physical Diet., The thinner parts are evaporated, and the 
thicker remain black and dreggy. *703 Moxon Meek. 


Exerc. 105 Either Draggy or .. mingled with the Settlings 
of the Cask. *883 Standard 19 May 6/2 Tallow, .fine, 424', 
..dark dreggy lots, 30^. . 
b. transf. and fig. 

*393 Nashe Christ’s T. {1613) 59 Twenty thousand of 
these dreggy lees of Libertines. 1678 Cuoworth Intell . 
Syst. 880 This earth .. the lowest and most dreggy part of 
the universe! 3741 E. Poston Frailer (1747) I. 33 Old 
Age, or the dreggy Part of Life. x86s Lowell Biglow P. 
Poems 1890 II. 249 A dreggy hybrid of the basest bloods of 
Europe, 

Hence Bre'ggily adv . ; Bre’g'glu.ess. 

1607 Topsell Serpents (1658) 778 Having but little earthy 
dragginesse and drossy refuse. 2684 tr. Bonds Merc. 
Compit. hi. 51 The dregginess of the Ferment. 2876 
Whitney Sights 8? Ins. II. xxxv. 638 Dim city edges that 
dip drearily and dreggily to the brink. 

Dregh, dr©3(h, dreh(e : see Dree, Dkeigh. 
Dregs : see Dreg sb. 

Dregy, var. dergie , obs. Sc. form of Dirge. 

Dr elite, pa. t of Dretch vf 
Drei, dreieh, dreigh, dreih., obs. and dial, 
if. Dree v. and a. Drei(e, obs. £, Dry. 

Dreid, obs. Sc. form of Dread. 

Dreien, dreihen, obs. forms of Draw v. 
DreiHe, obs. form of Drivel. 
f Breigk 9 dreick. Obs. Also 4 dreh, drehi, 
dreih, drei, drey, 4-5 dreghe, dre5(e, drije. 
[? f. dre$e, dregh , earlier form of Dree a . 2 

1. Long duration of space or time; length, 
distance, extent. 

? <21400 Morte Art It. 2916 And thus they drevene to pe 
dede dukes and erles, Alle pe dreghe of pe daye. C2400 
Destr. Troy 678 When the dregh was don of pe derke night. 
a 3400-30 A lexander 4788, viij daies be-dene pe dri^e was, 
and mare, Or he xni^t couire to \>e copp fra J?® caue vndire. 

2 . phr. A-, on-, {&-) dregh : at or to a distance, 
afar off; *=A-drigh, q.v. 

a 1300 Cursor M. 21859 (Cott.) Bi takens ferr on drei Men 
wat it es command nei. C1470 Henry Wallace v. 1079 
Folow on dreieh, giff that we mystir ocht. 1533 Bellenden 
Livy in. (1822) 213 Throw ane signe that Quincius maid on 
dreieh, the Romanis ischit fra thair tends* # 27 23 Ramsay 
Christ’s Kirk n. vi, He stood nae lang a-dreigh. 

8 . Tediousness, annoyance, rare, 
a 1400-50 Alexander 5578 All j?e drese of deuels J>al 
drenchid or )?ai past. 

t Dreight, drigkt. Obs. Also 4-5 dreght. 

[f. dreje. dreghe. Dree a. + -T„] —Dreigh i. 

c 1400 Destr. Troy 10633 The day of be dreight [was] 
dryuyn vpjao long, a 1400-30 Alexa?ider 1112 J>e orejt ,[z>. r. 
dro3t] of hi days. Ibid. 4874 pe dri3tof daies foure score. 
1 557-75 Diurn. Occurreuts ( 1833) 260 Thaj past throw tlie 
seynis. .a dricht fra schote of the castell. 

Dreint, obs. pa. t. and pple. of Drench v. 
tDre*mels. Obs. [a deriv. of ME. drem-en 
to Dream + -els.] A dream, 

136a Langl. P. PI, A. vin. 138 pe Bible berep witnessehou 
Daniel deuynede J>e Dremels of a kyng. 2377 Ibid. B. vil. 
154. Ibid. xiu. 14 How pat ymagynatyf in dremeles me 
tolde Of kynde and of his connynge. 

Drempt, obs. pa. t of Dream v. 

Brenck (drenj), sb. Forms: 1 drene(e, 3 
dreenc, drencehe, drunch, 4 drenche, drenke, 
3- drench. [OE. dr%nc draught, drink, drowning:— 
OTeut. *dra?jki-z, f. drar/k- ablaut grade of 
drhjk-an to Drink. Cf. Goth, draggk , dragk, OS. 
dranc , OHG. t ranch ( Ger. trank) OTeut. *dray- 
ko m , and OHG. trenka fem. OTeut. *draykj&f\ 
i* 1 . Drink ; a draught. Obs. in general sense. 
a Boo Corpus Gloss. 166 Antedo \antidotnm\ wyrtdrenc. 
c 2000 Coll. Monast. (Th.) 35 (Bosw.) Win nys drenc cilda. 
c xzo$ Lay. 13435 Heo hafden draenc, heo hafden mete. 1340 
Ayenb. 130 per ne is noper king ne kuene pet ne ssel drinke 
of deapes drench. 

2 . spec. A medicinal, soporific, or poisonous 
draught ; a potion. From 1600 often (after 3) : A 
large draught or potion, or one forcibly given. 

ciooo Sax, Leechd . II. 56 Wyrc drenc wij? hwostan. 
c 1000 jElfric Horn. II. 158 Se drenc deadbter waes. 2297 
R. Glouc. (1724) I 5r He^ef hym a luper drench. . 0x380 Sir 
Ferumb. 1386 Sche fet him a drench pat noble was, & mad 
him drynk it warm. 1587 Turberv. Trag. T. (1837) 250 A 
poysoned drench. 262 5 fe. Jonson Staple of N. il Wks. 
(Rtldg.) 385/1 A drench of sack At a good tavern .. . Would 
cure him. 1667 Milton P. L. n. 73 If the sleepy drench 
Of that forgetful Lake benumme not still. 2729 D Urfey 
Pills (1872) III. 327 This muddy Drench of Ale. 1859 E* 
F. Burton Centr. Afr. in Jml. Geog. Sac. XXIX. 286 
Girls are fattened to a vast bulk by drenches of curds and 
cream thickened with flour. 2868 Browning Rings? Bk. il 
953 Guido . .Shook off the relics of his poison drench. 
fig, 2382 J. Bell H addon ! s Anstv. Osor. 324 With concu- 
bynes and drenches of Baudrye. *64* Milton A nimadv. 
(2852!) 204 To diet their ignorance . . with the limited draught 
of a Mattin, and even song drench. 2892 E. H. Hickey 
in A thenatum 24 Oct. 549/2 The sleepy drench of Time. 

3 . A draught or dose of medicine administered, 
to an animal. 

2352 Huloet, Drench or drynke for horse or other beast, 
sahiiatum. *602 Holland Pliny II. 144 Poure this drench 
with an borne downe the throat of laboring jades. 1639 T. 
de Gray Contpl. Horsem , 66 Administred by way of Drench 
to a horse, a 1748 Watts Ontology x. il § 4 A farrier 
constrains him to take a drench. 2864 Knight Passages 
Wrkg. Life I. i i. 152 No cattle-doctor would give a drench 
to a cow unless he consulted the table in the Almanack. 

4 . The act of drenching, soaking, or wetting 
thoroughly 5 such a quantity as drenches. 


1808 JV Barlow C plumb. 1. 442 Wide over earth his annual 
freshet strays. And highland drains with lowland drench 
repays. 1830 Browning Christ m. Eve , etc. 168 Quench The 
gin-shop’s light in hell's grim drench. ^2893 Baring-Gould 
Cheap 'jack Z. III. 124 A drench of rain. 

3 . Tanning. A preparation in which skins are 
steeped. CL drenche-kwe in 6. 

*833 C.Mokfit Tanning, etc . 410 Skins, .undergo a steep- 
ing, for ten or fifteen days, in a fermenting mixture, or 
‘drench ’, of forty pounds of bran and twenty gallons of water. 
8. Comb., as drench-horn, (orig. OE. drenc - 
horn a drinking horn), a horn used for giving 
a medicinal drench to animals ; f drenche-kive, 
a drenching vat or tub (see sense 5). 

^ ?riooo Cod. Dipl. 722 (Kemble) III, 361 1 Bosw.) Ic geann 
into Ssere stowe 8one drenc-horn Se ic ter [MS. er] a;t bam 
liirede gebohte. a 2300 Sat. People Kildare xiv. in E. E, P. 
(1862) 155 Hail be je skinners wij? 511 re drenche kiue, Who so 
sinillip per-to wo is him aliue. 2688 R. Holme Armoury 
m. 325/2 The Farriers Drench Horn. 

Brenck (drenj), v. Forms : 1 drencan, 2-5 
drenchen, 3-6 drenche, (4 drensche, dr(e)ih- 
che, 4 5 drynche), 5- drench. Fa, t. a. 1-3 
drenete, 2-5 dreint(e, 3 drengte, 3-6 dreynt(e, 
4 dreynkt(e, 5 drenkte, dreynete, 5 draynt(e, 
drenckt, 6- 7 drent(e. &. 4-5 drenchid (e, -yd, 
4~ drenched, 6-7 dreneht. Pa. pple, a. 1 drench, 
2-5 dreint, etc., 6 drent, drint, drynt. / 3 . 4- 
drenehed, 6 7 dreneht. [O E. drytean «■ OS. 

drgnkian (Du. drenkerP , OHG. trenchen (Ger. 
tranken), ON. drekkja i—drenkja (Sw. drank a) 
OTeut. *draykjan, f. drayk, ablaut grade of dritj- 
kan to drink, of which it is the causal derivative.] 
1 . traits. To make to drink ; to administer drink 
to ; now spec, to administer a draught of medicine 
in a forcible manner to van animal). 

c 1000 Ags, Ps. lix. .[lx.] 3 Du.. hi.. mid wyn sum e wine 
drenctest. a 2400 50 A lexander 1106 pou sail be drenchid of 
a drinke a dra3te of vnsele. 2592 Daniel Compl. Rosamond 
29 Wks, (2717) 54 Take it [i. e. poison], or I will drench you 
else by force. 1653 Holcroft Procopius , Vandal Wars 11. 
55 The drink proceeding, and Gontharis being well dreneht 
and grown bountifull, gave of his meats to the guard. 167a 
J. Lacy Dumb Lady 1. Dram. Wks. (1875) 21 I’ll to the 
wood and drench a sick horse. 1756 Foote Eng, fr. Paris 
I. Wks. 1799 1. roo Madam, drenched wit h a bumper, drops a 
curtesy, and departs, 2808 Scott Harm. v. xxii, A stranger 
maiden . . Had drenched him with a beverage rare. 1894 
Daslziel Dis. Dogs (ed. 3) 2 It is. necessary to drench him. 
fig 2382 Wycljf Dent, xxxii 42, 1 shal drenche myn 
arewis in blood, and my swerd shal deuour flesh. 

T 2 . To submerge in water ; to drown. Also refl. 
Obs . 

c x2oo Trin. Coll. Horn. 275 Gif he ship finde]?, he fonde3 
to drenchen hit sif he mai. ciaog Lay. 12x22 Summe heo 
heom drengte in pere ste deope. c 2300 Havelok 561, 1 shal 
dreinchen him in pe se. <72386 Chaucer Frankl. T. 650 
They priuely been stirt in to a welle And dreynte [v.rr. 
drenkte, dreynt, dreinte] hem seluen. a 1450 Knt. de la. 
Tour (1868J 55 Nor no water shulde drenche her, nor fyre 
brenne her. 1590 Spenser F. Q. it. xii. 6 Condemned to be 
drent. 2622 G. Sandys Ovid’s Met viii. (1626) 265 And in 
the strangling waters dreneht his child. 
fig. c 2630 Risdon Surv. Devon § 293 (1810) 302 The Dart 
drencheth itself into that river. 

1 3 . intr. To sink in water ; to be drowned. Obs. 
2297 R. Glouc. (1724) 100 pe se biset ow al a boute . . 
mowe . . drendie. 0x330 R. Brunne Chron. JVace (Rolls) 
2008 He dreynte perin. c 2483 Digby Myst. (1882) in. 1747 
pat in pis flod we drench natt. a 1547 Surrey in Tot tells 
Misc. (Arb.) 26 Alas, now drencheth my swete fo. 1570 
Abp. Parker Corr, (1853) 364, I was like to have drenched 
In the midst of the Thames. 

"fig. e 2374 Chaucer Troy Ins nr. 902 (930^ pough ye hope 
in salte ten's drenche [Bari, dreynte). <72385 — L. G. IV. 
2919 Ariadne, And let hire drenche in sorwe & in distressed 
4u traits. To wet thoroughly by immersion ; to 
steep, soak, saturate. 

c 2230 Mali Meid. 25 His earewen idrencte of an attri 
haliwei. c 2420 Pallad. on Husb. 1, 370 Let drenche it fpr 
a tyme in water swete. *589 Cogan Haven Health eexliii, 
(1636) 310 A..spunge drenched in white Vineger of Roses. 
1697 Dryden Virg. Georg, hi. 680 Good Shepherds after 
Sheering drench their Sheep. 2729 Young Bnsiris v. i, I’d 
drench, my sword in thy detested blood. 1746-7 Hervey 
Medit. txiiZ) 252 The nails, which were drenched in Ms 
sacred veins. 

b. Tanning. (See quots.) 

2853 C. Morfit Tanning, etc. 413 The skins are. .'drenched 
for some days .in '.a fermenting bran-bath. ' ' 2883 Harperfi 
Mag. Jan. 276/1 To ‘drench’ . . the hides are placed for six 
or eight hours in vats filled with a dissolved excrement, 
above which a line of large ■' wooden . . wheels . , In • their 
revolution turn them over and over in the solution. : 

5 . Now esp. To wet through and through with 
liquid falling or thrown upon the object. 

‘2349-612 Sterniiold & H. Ps.. cxxxiii. 343 It weat not 
Aaron’s head alone, but dreneht his beard throughout, a 2636 
Bp. Hall Rem. Whs. (1660)53 Many fields have been dreneht 
with blood. 2724 Gay Trivia 1. 46 And Show’rs soon drench 
the Camlet’s cockled Grain. 2832 Tennyson Dream Fair 
Women 85 Dark wood-walks drench’d in dew. 1872 L. 
Stephen Playgr, Eur. iv. (2894’) 95 A thunderstorm drenched 
us during our descent. 2872 R. EixiS CaUillus ct 9 Drench’d 
in a brother’s tears, and weeping freshly, receives them, 
f 0 . fig To drown, immerse, plunge, overwhelm, 
r 1374 Chaucer Boeth. 1. metr. i. 1 (Camb, MS.) The 
sorwful howre pat is to seyn the deth hadde almost dreynt 
myn heued. C2440 Gesta Rom. lxvi. 303 (Harl. MS.) He 
drenehith pe synner in Ivill tbowtis. 1560 Rolland Crt. 
Venus iv. 83 He.. was drint into dispair. *566 Drany 


BREACHED, 


DRESS. 


Horace's Sat . iv. C, His sonne is drente in debte so deepe. 
a 1628 Preston New Covt. (1630) 198 Men much drenched 
in worldly business. 1818 Jas. Mill. Brit. India III. vi. i. 
45 Minds drenched with terror are easily deceived. 

Hence Drenched (drenjt), ppl. a. 
ciysp Cursor M. 1886 (Trm.) A drenched beest. 1589 
Greene Menapkon. (Arb.) 27 To drie their drenched 
apparaile. i 65 o Gadden Dr. Brownrig 212 A drenched 
and almost drowned man. 1885 Harper's Mag , Jan. 276/1 
The drenched hides, .are. .worked over a beam. 

Drench: s.e Dreng. 

Drencher. [f. Dren ch v . + -er 1 .] One who 
or that which drenches ; a drenching shower ; an 
apparatus for administering a drench to a beast. 

1755 Johnson, Drencher , i. One that dips or steeps any 
thing 2 One that gives physick by force. Diet. 1892 
Pali Matt G. 22 Aug. 3/1 We have just had a drencher, and 
the main street ; Ms swimming. 1894 H. Dalzihl Dis. 
Dogs 3 The medicine measure and drencher. .1 invented. 
BreucMng (dremjiij^, vbl. sb. [f. as prec. + 
-ing ■ ,] 'I'he action of Drench v in various senses. 

C1380 Wyclif Whs. (1880) 59 To saue a mannus bodi fro 
de)? or dryncchyng. £1386 Chaucer Man of Law's T. 387 
Who kepte hire fro the drenchyng in the see? 1626 Bacon 
Syiva § 648 Malt in the Drenching will swell. 1870 Daily 
News 25 N ov., He gives them three drenchings oi varnish, 

b. Comb., as drenching- horn, -staffs 
1639 T. pe Gray Compl. Horsem. 106 H olding up his head 
with a Drenching Staffe. 1697 Dam pier in Phil. Trans. 
XX. 50^ If it he for any Cat tel, it must be.. given with a 
Drenching Horn. X737OZELL Rabelais II. 64 A Drenching- 
horn serves to convey a Draught into a Horse's Mou>h. 
Dre*nching, ppl a,, [f. as prec. + -ing 2.] 

That drenches or thoroughly wets ; soaking. 

1757 Gray Descent Odin 33 The drenching dews, and 
driving rain, i860 Tyndall Glae. n. xi. 292 We descended 
..amid drenching rain. 

Hence Bre'nchingly adv. 

1880 Miss Broughton Sec. Th. in. vii, It is wet— -oh, 
drenchingly, drowningly wet. 

Dreng (dreg). Eng. Hist. Also 1 drench., 
drengh, 3 drenebe, dringche, 3-4 dring(e. Sc. 
6-8 dring. [OE. dreng, \ ON. drengr young man, 
lad, fellow, (Sw. driing man, servant, some one’s 
‘ man ’, Da. dreng boy, lad, apprentice). The 
modern word, had it survived in living use, would 
have been dring ; but the OE. and Norse form 
dreng is retained by historical writers.] A free 
tenant (specially) in ancient Northumbria, holding 
by a tenure older than the Norman Conquest, the 
nature of which was partly military, partly servile. 
See Maitland, 4 Northumbrian Tenures’ in Eng. 
Hist. Rev. V. 632. 

a 1000 Battle of Maldon 149 Forlet t?a drenga sum daroS 
of banda, fleq^an of folmum. 1086 Domesday Bk. 269 b, 
Hujus manerii [Neweton, Lane.] aliam terram xv. homines 
quos drenchs vucabant pro xv. oris tenebatit . . Modo sunt 
ibi vi. drenghs. exxoo Charter of Ranulph in Murray 
Dial. S. C. Scot, 22 note, Rfanulfj bisceop grete<S wel alle 
his beings & drenges of Ealondscire & of Norhamscire. 
C1205 Lay. 12713 Androgien wes J>er king ; vnder him wes 
moni hash dring. Ibid. 14700 Drenches, a 1300 Cursor M. 
36022 (Cott.) All J?ai gadird o ]n tun, bath freman and dring. 
c 1300 Havelok 2258 And sij?m drenges, and si^en thaynes, 
And si^en knithes, and si ben sweynes. 1874 Stubbs Const. 
Hist. § c)6 ted. 3) I. 262 Lanfranc.. turned the drengs, the 
rent-paymg tenants of his archiepiscopa! estates, into knights 
for the defence of the country. 1890 F. W. Maitland in 
Rug. Hist. Rev. V. 628 Under Richard I the thegns and 
drengs of Northumberland paid tallage. 

b. Contemptuously : A low or base fellow. Sc. 
*535 Stewart Cron . Scot. III. 278 Quhilk is knawin for 
ane wrache or dring. a 1605 Polwart Fly ting w. Mont- 
gomerie 796 Deid dring, dryd sting ! thou will hing but a 
sungie. 1799 Strutheks To the Blackbird ix, The Captive 
o’ some dudron dring, Dull, fat an* frowsy. 

Hr engage (dre-ggedg). Eng. Hist. [ad. med. 
L. drengagium , f. prec. + - agium , -age.] The 
tenure or service of a dreng. Also attrib . 

[c 1250 Testa de NeviU. 389 Johnes de Hawilton tenet 
Hawihon Claverworth & Wytington in capite de domino 
Rege in drengagio. 1277 P. 6 Edw. /, B. R. Rot. 7 Dren- 
gagium est certum servicium mes nemy Service de Chivaler.] 
1607-72 Cowell Interpr., Drengage, Drengagium , the 
Tenure by which the Drenches held their Lands. 1890 F. 
W. Maitland in Eng. Hist. Rev. V. 626 Even in the 
fourteenth century the drengage tenants of the bishop of 
Durham were still nominally liable to do ‘ outward’. 1894 
R. S. Ferguson Hist, Westmorld. 94 A mere trace of 
Drengage is to be found in Cumberland, two tenants only, 
but it existed in Durham and Northumberland. 

Drenke, obs. form of Drench. 

+ Bre*nld@,z'. Obs. Forms : a. 4 drenkle, -kil, 
5 -kel; / 9 . 3-5 drinkel, drynkle ; 7. 4 dronkle. 
[A frequentative derivative from stem of drink and 
drench OE. type *dr$nclian : — *draykilojan. The 
form dronkle , if not a misreading of drenkle , may 
represent a type *drai]kulojan ; cf. drevel, dravel, 
Drivel] 

1 . trans. To submerge, drown. 
a. <21300 Cursor M. 1652 (Gott.), I sal balm drenkil 
I Cott. Fairf. droun, Trim drenche] in watir sone. Ibid. 
2228 (Gfitt.) c 1330 R.'Brunne Citron. (1810) 310 be rayne. . 
ran doun on be mountayns, & drenkled be playnes. 

p. 01250 Gen. $ Ex. 2768 Egipte king . . <Je 3 e child re so 
drinkelen bead. 1447 Bokenham Seyntys (Roxb.) 75 En- 
chauntement. .that drynklyn may the not the see. 

y. <21330 R. Brunne Chron. tx8io) 43 Four & tuente 
Jjousand in Temse alle at ones Wer dronkled. Ibid. 288 In 
a water stampe he was dronkled fleand. 
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2 . intr. To suffer submersion or drowning. ^ 
a. <21300 Cursor M. 1236 (Gott.) pai drenkled all in noe 
flode. 14.. Songs & Carols 15th C. (Percy Soc.) 58 His 
bestes drenkelyd in every dyche. 

/}. a 1300 Cursor AL 1796 vGott.) J>ai drinklid ilkan. 
y. c 1330 R. Brunne Chron . (1810) 106 And dronkled by 
be se side bo|? William and Richard. Ibid, 170 pe sclnp bat 
was so grete it dronkled in the flode. 
t Brent f ppl a. Obs . Also dreint, dreynt. 
[obs, pa. pple. of Drench ».] Drenched, drowned. 

<3:1310 in Wright Lyric P. xxxix. m He is dronke ase a 
dreynt mous. 1579 Stenser Sheph. Cal. Nov. 37 For deade 
is Dido, dead alas and drent. 

Dreof, obs. pa. t. of Drive v. 

Dreoghen, dreo^en, obs. forms of Dree v. 
Brepanid (dre-panict). Zook [f. Gr. §por>av-ov 
scythe^r -H).J A fish belonging to the JDrepanidm , 
a family of scombroid acanthopterygian fishes, the 
typical germs of which is Drepane , so called from 
its elongated falciform pectoral fins. 

From same source, Bre'pamform a., sickle- 
shaped, falciform, jj Bre'panis [mod.L.], a genus 
of birds; the sickle-billed sunbirds of the South 
Sea Islands. || Drepa'niizin, Sot. [mod.L.], 4 Eich- 
ler’s term for a sickle-shaped cyme, in which the 
lateral axes are all in the median plane and spring 
from the upper side of the curved axis.* 3 Dre*panoid 
a., ‘scythe or sickle-shaped* {Syd. Soc. Lex. 1883). 

tDrepe, V. Obs. Forms : 1 drepan, 4-3 
drep(e. Pa. t. 1 drsep, drep, 4 drap, drop, 
dreped, 5 drepit. Pa. pple. 1 drepen, dropen, 
5 drepit, -id. [A Common Tent, strong verb of 
ablaut series e. a, se, e; OF., drepan, == M. and 
mod. LG. drepan, drapan. MI)u. drepan to hit, 
strike, OHG. trefan , treffan (Ger. treffen ), ON, 
drepn to strike, Si i ite, kill (Sw. drapa , Da. drsebe , 
to kill, slay) ] trans. To strike, kill, overcome. 

Beowulf ( Th.l 3455 Under helm drepen. Ibid. 5753 J>onne 
ic sweorde drep ferhS-geni 31 an. a 1300 Cursor M. 3602 
(Cott.) pat bou mai drep [v r. sle] me sum dere. a 1300 
E. E. Psalter xciii[i). 6 Step-childre bai drape al dai. c 1300 
Havelok 2229 He with his hend Ne drop him nouth, that 
sor fend, c 1325 Body 4 Soul 259 in Map's Poems 343 The 
deth so deolfulliche me drap. c 1400 Destr. Troy 929 t>is 
stone, .drepit the dragon to the dethe negh. <111400 50 
A lexander 867 , 1 did bot my deuize to drepe him. 

Hence f Brewing* vbl sb . ; also f Bre'per, one 
who kills ; a murderer. 

C1300 Havelok 2684 P er was swilk dreping of be folk. 
a 1400-50 A lexander 3422 ]?e drepars of Dary. 

Drepe, early form of Dreep v. 

Drere, -lie, Drerie, etc., obs. ff. Drear, etc. 

+ X’rese, v. Obs. rare. [OE. driosan , to fall, go 
to ruin, pa. pple. ( ge)droren , whence early ME. 
ydrore ; a comm. Teut. vb. ~ OS. driosan , Goth. 
driusan , draus, drusum , drusan ] To fall. 

a 1000 Phoenix 34 Wasstmas ne dreosaft. [c 1275 Lay. 
9245 Al he [Portcastre] gan to-drese.] 13.. Leg. of 
Gregorius 155 (Matz.) He was to deb ydrore. 

Dress (dres),». Forms: 4 dresce, 4-6 dres, 

4- 7 dresse, (5 drisse, drys«e),4- dress. j8. 5 
dirse, dyrse, 9 north . derse. Pa. t. and pple. 

5- 6 dreste, 4- dressed, drest. [a. OF. dresse-r 
(earlier drecier , drescer) to arrange =* Pr. dressar , 
drecar, OSp. derezar. It. df'.rizzare L. type 
*dlrectiare , f. direct- us Direct.] 

I. To make straight or right ; to bring into 
proper order ; to array, make ready, prepare, tend. 
*b l. trans. To make straight ; to erect, set up. 

13. . Coer de L. 2554 He dressyd hys bak unto the maste. 
1375 Barbour Bruce xvn. 372 Dressand vp ledderis douchtely. 
1450-1530 Myrr. our Ladye 28 Myne eres shall be dressed 
vp, to here his prayer, c 1489 Caxton Sonnes of Aymon xxii. 
476 That the gibet be dressed all hie vpon the gate. 1530 
Palsgr. 528/2 , 1 dresse, 1 set upryght . . Dresse this old ymage 
against the wall. 1585 T. Washington tr. Nicholay's Voy. 

11. lii. 73 b, To dresse up the pavillion, [1892 Black <y 
White 22 Oct. 474/2 He.. dressed his figure still more 
uprightly.] 

t b. refl. and intr. To raise oneself, to rise. Obs. 

13. . Gaw. ^ Gr. Knt. 566 He. .dressez on b« mom, Askez 
erly hys armez. c 1374 Chaucer Troylus in. 22 (711 Troilus 
..dressede hym vpward. 1481 Caxton Godfrey cxcviii. 288 
He dressyd hym on bis steroppes. 

1 2 , trans. To put (things) ‘straight’ or ‘to 
rights’ {lit. and Jig.) ; to set in order ; to manage. 
Also wi th up. Obs. 

ci 330 R. Brunne Chron. (1810) 527 Wardeyns wise, To 
kepe pe lend and dres be folk forto justise. ? a 1400 Morte 
Arth. 46 Danmarke he dryssede alle by drede of hym 
selvyne. 1570 Satir. Poems Refortn. x. T17 All thing ^eid 
weill and wes weill drest, In. - peace. 1672 Acc. Bk. Sir J. 
Foulis (1894) 9 To the wright . . for dressing some things 
about y 1 house. 

tb. To right, redress, remedy. Obs. 
ci 560 A. Scott Poems xx, 7 Scho. .Quhilk suld thy dolour 
dress. 

t C. To arrange amongst ; to divide. Obs. 

1x400 Gamelyn 36 Dresseth my londes among my sonis 
thre. c 1400 Destr. Troy 21x2 Till ho duly were ded & 
dressit in pesis. C1420 Liber Cocorum (1862) 21 Take 
onyons. .And dresshe hom smalle. 

1 3 . To place or set in position ; to put on (with 
a connotation of adjustment). Obs. 

c 1386 Chaucer Clerk's T. 325 A coroun on hir heed tbay 


ban i-dressed. 1387 Trevisa Higden (Rolls) VXT. 71 Gere, 
bertus dressed hym |><? occuluit ] under a treen brugge and 
beng by be armes. c 1400 Melayne 835 Thay dressede on 
hym a dyademe. c 1530 Ld. Berners Arth. Lyt. Bryt. 
‘1814) 347 How Arthur dressed downe one of the corners of 
her Keuerchefe aboute her necke. 
b. Printing. See quot. 

1823 Crabb Technol. Diet., To Dress a Chase (Print.) or 
a Norm, to fit the pages and the chase, or form, of the matter 
that has been compo>ed. 

4 . Mil. a. trans. To draw up (troops) in proper 
alignment. 

1746 Rep. Cond. Sir J. Cope 54 The Artillery to have 
been posted on the Right of the Line, and dressed straight 
with it. . 1796 Stedman Surinam I. viii. 185 The whole 
party being dressed in one rank, face to the right. 1833 
Regnl. Instr. Cavalry 1. 23 No rank . . ought ever to be 
dressed, without the person. .appointed to dress it, deter- 
mining .. a line on which the rank . . is to be formed. 1868 
Kinglake Crimea^ 1877) III. i. 220 The battalion dressed 
its ranks with precision. 

transf. 1840 Evid. Hull Docks Com. 27 Pull down 
the whole front of the warehouses and dress them back. 
1859 F. A. Griffiths Artil. Man . (1862) 159 The subalterns 
dress and correct the line of tents. 

b. intr. To 4 form 5 in proper alignment. 

1796 Instr. 4 Reg. Cavalry (1813) 51 When marching in 
line, each squadron dresses to its own center. 1803 Compl. 
Drill Serjeant 10 At the word Dress, each man will cast 
his eyes to the point he is to dress to. 1853 Stocqueler 
At Hit. Encycl. s. v., Soldiers dress by one another in ranks, 
and the body collectively by some given object. 

transf. 1888 N.fy Q. 7th Ser. V. 344 All that remains of 
the west sides of the square, .is continued on the same plan 
as the brick house, and dresses with it in height, 
f 5 . trans. To make ready or prepare for any 
purpose; to order, arrange, draw up. Also with 
up. Obs. exc. as transf. from 7. 

13.. K. Alls. 479 Neptanabus Made so strong sorcerye. 
And dressed hit by the skye. 138a Wyclif John i. 23 
Dresse 3e the wey of the Lord, as Ysaye .. seyde. <*1400 
P ist ill of Susan . 274 Nou b e i dresse hire to dep. r 1440 
York Myst . xxxvi. 240 A draughte . .of drinke haue I dreste. 
a 1533 Ld. Berners Huon cxvii. 422 And dresse vp tubbes 
with water of the see, and halo we you it, and chrysten 
them therin. a 1605 Montgomerie Minde’s Melodic Ps. 
lvii, 35 A ditche is drest For me — bot loe 1 my foes therein 
doe fall. 1676 Phil Trans. XI. 681 Galilseus . . under- 
took to dress Tables of their Motions.. 1763 J. Brown 
Poetry Sf Mus. v. 50 There was neither History nor 
Philosophy . . but what was dressed by the Muses. 1834 
M edwin Angler in Wales I. 34 To employ ourselves in 
dressing a few flies. 

tb. inlr. To make arrangements, arrange. Obs. 

1596 Dalrymple tr. Leslie's Hist. Scot. x. 445 He sendis 
Bischop Monluch . . to handle with her, and dres anent the 
transporteng of the armie frome the Jnglis bordouris. 
f6. refl. and intr. To prepare oneself, make 
ready; in many quots. coloured by sense 14, and so = 
to apply oneself, direct one’s skill or energies, turn 
the attention to. Cf. Address v . III. Obs. 

ci 386 Chaucer Man of Law's T. 1002 Alla gan hym 
dresse, And eek his wyf, this Emperour to meete. 0x400 
Destr. Troy 5195 pes drest for pe dede and droghen to ship. 
Hid, 8425 Of Andromaca drem I dresse me to telle. 1526 
Pilgr, Perf. (W. de W. 1531) 67 Let vs dresse our selfe to 
go forth the iourney of lyfe. 1596 Dalrymple tr. Leslie's 
Hist. Scot. viii. 75 The Hammiliounis vrges the Douglas, 
to dres him for the morne. 

7 . trans. To array, attire, or ‘rig out’, with 
suitable clothing or raiment; to adorn or deck 
with apparel; in later use often simply, to clothe. 

c 1440 York Myst. xvii. 91 Dresse vs in riche array. 1526 
Pilgr. Perf (W. de W. 1531) 201 b, The spouse, .hath many 
women to adorne and dresse her. 1621 Burton A nat. Mel. 

111. Ix. n. iii. (1676) 296/1 Some light housewife, .dressed like 
a May-lady. 1762 Goldsm. Cit. W. xiv, I was dressed after 
the fashion of Europe. 1839 Thirlwall Greece VI. xlvii. 
101 He.. came out drest in white. x866 Mrs. Carlyle 
Lett. HI. 319, I was up and dressed at seven. 

b. refl. i,and pass.) To attire oneself with atten- 
tion to fashion or artistic effect ; spec, to put on the 
more elaborate costume proper for a dinner or 
evening party or for a ceremonial occasion; also, 
simply, to attire oneself, put on one’s clothes. 

1641 J. Jackson True Evang. T. 11. 99 Our Saviour . .sets 
up little children as looking-glasses of grace to dresse 
ourselves in. 1667 Pepys Diary 25 Mar., By and by comes 
Mr. Lowther and his wife and mine .. into a box, forsooth, 
neither of them being dressed. 1749 Fielding^ Tom Jones 
xvni. xi, He had barely time left to dress himself. 1750 
Johnson Rambler No. 27 T 4 He was come back to dress 
himself for a ball. 1894 Baring-Gould^ Kitty III. 9 He 
saw the lawyer dressing himself and shaving. 

c. inlr. in reflexive sense. 

1703 Rowe Ulyss. Prol. 15 They. .Dress’d at Her, danc’d, 
and fought, and. .did all that Men could do to have her. 
17x0 Swift Lett. (1767) III. 77 While I was^ dressing. 
1730-6 Bailey 1 folio) s. v., To dress at a person, is to dress 
and adorn in order to enamour or gain the affection of a 
person. 1Z00 Oracle in Spirit Pub. Jmls. (x8oi) IV. 23 
When he gets up in the morning, let him dress off in the 
sprucest style, x8oa 0 . Rose Diaries (i860) I. 505 , 1 went 
up to dress for dinner. *8x5 Elphinstone Acc. Caubul 
(1842) II. 51 They .. dress like Khyberees. 1885 Manch. 
Exam. x2 Jan. 6/2 The ladies, .dress in blacks and drabs. 
5887 Daily News 7 June 6/r That section of the world that 
‘ dresses ’ in contradistinction to merely wearing clothes. 

d. trans. To dress up : to attire elaborately, 
or in a manner appropriate to a superior position 
or to a part which one aspires to play. To dress 
out (+ forth) * to deck out with dress. Also intr* 
for reft. 
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1674 S. Vincent Gallants Acad. 29 Being neatly and 
Taylor-like drest up. 1721 Berkeley Prev. Ruin Gt, Brit, 
Wks. HI. 201 The direct way to ruin a man is to dress him 
up in fine clothes. 1749 Fielding Tom Jones iv. x, Dress 
forth his wenches in such gaudy style. 1766 Goldsm. Vic, 
IV. iv, Down came my wife and daughters, drest out in all 
their former splendour. 1876 Trevelyan Macaulay I. i. 16 
The Frenchmen, .dressed out with women's gowns and 
petticoats. Mod. To dress up for private theatricals, 

e. transf. and fig. (of 7 and 7 d.) 

1615 J. Stephens Satyr . Ess. A viij, Such a most busie 
Daw did seerae to dresse My Characters with saucinesse. 
jt6oo Bentley Phal. 162 A sort of Declamation, to dress up 
and to varnish the Story of Pausamas. 1725 Watts Logic m. 
iii. § 1 They dress up the opinion of their adversary as they 
please. 1873 M. Arnold Lit . fy Dogma (1876) 315 Dressing 
the popular doctrine out with fine speculations. 

8 . To array, equip; to adorn, deck; also with 
out. + up. To dress a ship : to deck it out with 
flags, etc. To dress a {shop) window : to decorate 
it with goods artistically or attractively displayed. 

C1400 Rowland 4* O. 362 Thay .. dressede hym in his 
armours, c 1460 Play Sacram, 165, I haue dyamantis dere 
wourthy to dresse. 1530 Palsgr. 528/2, I dressed my house 
gayly against my housbandes corny nge home. 1648 Gage 
West Inti. viii. 23 The Chamber was richly dressed and 
hung with many pictures, and with hangings. 1769 Falconer 
Diet. Marine (1789), Fairela Parade , to dress a ship, or to 
adorn her with flags. 1844 Dickens Christm . Carol 27 It was 
made plain enough, by the dressing of the shops, that here 
too it was Christmas time again. 1879 Sala Parts Herself 
Again I. xviii. 292 His windows are not yet * dressed 

b. To equip or provide (a play, etc.) with the 
appropriate costumes. 

1741 T. Betterton Eng. Stage vi. 9 The Play, .was acted 
before the Court and very richly Drest. 1881 Daily News 
12 Sept. 2/1 The opera will be newly dressed. 

c. Arch. To decorate (a window, etc.) with 
mouldings or the like. Cf. I) messing vbl. sb. 4 e. 

1726 Leoxi Designs 5/2 The Windows of the upper 
Apartments are dressed. — Alberti's Arckit. II. 57/2 
A door dressed after the manner of the Doric or Ionic Order. 

0 . To treat (a person) * properly esp. (in 
ironical use) with deserved severity; hence, to give 
a thrashing or beating to, to chastise ; to reprimand 
severely, scold. Now usually with down. (App. 
associated with 13 f, and kindred uses.) 

1423 Jas. I. King is Q. clxxiii, From day to day so sore 
here artow drest. _ 1573 Satir. Poems Reform . xl. 268 The 
Apostillis. .Reioysit that for Christ sa thay were drest. 
1679 Essex Freeholders 6 They dressed the Rogues . . as 
they were never dressed in their lives. 1785 Spanish 
Rivals 9 He would dress my jacket, an I were to tell him 
on’t. 1850 Blackie /Eschylus 1 1 . 302 So we say allegorically 
to trim one handsomely, to dress him, when we mean to 
punish. 

10. To treat (a wounded man or his wounds) 
with remedies or curative appliances. 

2472 Sir J. Paston in Poston Lett. No. 668 III. 3 He is 
hurt with an arovv .. and I have sent hym a serjon, whyche 
hathe dressid hym. 1526 Tindale Luke x. 34 [He] brought 
hym to a commen hostry and drest him. 1603 Knolles 
Hist. Turks (1638) 120 The wound, .had bin.. well dressed 
by the.. Surgeons. 1758 J. S. Le D van's Observ. Surg. 
(1771) 149, I dressed him . , with the common Digestive. 
cx3go Arab. Nts. (Rtldg.) 156 He had his wound dressed. 

11. To treat or prepare (things) in some way 
proper to their nature or character ; to subject to 
processes requisite for cleansing, purifying, trim- 
ming, smoothing, etc. See also 13 . 

1480 Wardr. Acc. Edw. IV (1830V 225 For bynding 
gilding and dressing of a booke called Titus Livius. 1523 
Fitzherb. Hush. § 132 Dresse the wode and bowe it clene. 
*535 Coverd. Exod. xxx. 7 Whan he dresseth the lampes, 
*559 Morwyng Evonym. 15 Hoate oyles chymistically drest 
and prepared. 1696 De la Pryme Diary (Surtees) 85 As 
her father was dressings great pond - .there was cast up out 
of it 60 or 80 little images. 1793 Smeaton Edystone L. 
| 239 The trenails having been previously dressed with a 
plane. 1802 Trans. Soc. Arts XX. 277 These stones., 
require to be . . oftener dressed than French Burr-stones. 
*852 Offic. Catal. Gt. Exhib. I. 302 The usual mode of 
dressing flour is to brush it through a cylinder clothed with 
wire. 1894 Labour Commission Gloss, s.v. Dressing Lime , 
The slaked lime powder is passed through a sieve to remove 
coarse particles, and this operation is known as dressing 
lime. x87jj Cassell's Tec tin, Educ. IV, 50/1 The surface, .is 
dressed with a little oxide, 
b. intr. —passive. 

1802 Naval Chron. IX. 293 A rove-ash oar that will dress 
clean and light, is too pliant. 1854 H. Miller Sch <$• Schvt. 
(1858) 269 It was a hard.. stone, but dressed readily to pick 
and hammer. 

12. To take away or remove (anything) in the 
process of preparing, purifying or cleansing. 

1701 C. Wolley Jrnl, in N. York (i860) 50 They fence . . 
their graves about, .dressing the weeds from them. 1769 
Mrs. Raffald Eng. Housekpr. (1778) 301 Kill your pig, 
dress off the hair. 1851 Offic; Catal. Gt. Exhib. 1. 229 For 
the purpose of dressing the remaining sand off it [a casting]. 
1858 Jrnl. R. Agric. Soc. XIX. 1. 218 Vast quantities of the 
seeds of the cotton-plant are dressed out of the cottons. 

13. Specific and technical uses. a. To prepare 
for use as food, by making ready to cook, or by 
cooking. Also intr. — passive. 

13.. Coerde L. 3510 Or ye come the flesch was dressyd. 
CX430 Two Cookery-bks. 13 Put yn J>e Oystrys J>er-to, and 
dresse h forth. 1582 N. Lichefield tr. Castanheda's Conq. 
E. Ind. iv. 10 b, To dresse their meate with salt water. 163a 
Milton U Allegro 86 Their savoury dinner. .Of herbs and 
Other country messes, Which the neat-handed Phillis dresses. 
*736 T. Sheridan in Swifts Lett. (1768) IV. 163 We dress 
them with carp sauce. 1766 Goldsm. Vic. W. xxxii, A very 


genteel entertainment, .dressed by Mr. Thornhill’s cook. 
1885 Manch. Exam, 28 May 5/1 The carcase of a . . cow 
dressed ready for sale. 

2806 Gulina 27 This dish will dress very well with the 
cheese of our own country. 1858 Jrnl. R. Agric . Soc. XIX. 
1. 75 Potatoes so grown . . dress badly. 2895 Daily News 
12 Sept. 5/5 The sheep, .should dress about 75 lbs. each. 

b. To comb, brush, and do up (the hair). 

2509 Hawes Past. Pleas, xxx. vii, Her shining here so 
properly she dresses. 2663 Pepys Diary 23 July, Her hair 
dressed a la negligence. 1773 Johnson Let . Mrs. T hr ale 
24 Sept., [She] dresses her head very high. . I wish her head- 
dress was lower. 1835 Thirlwall Greece I. viii. 333 He 
dressed his hair and crowned himself for a battle as others 
for a feast. 

c. To till, cultivate, prune, or tend (a field, 
garden, or plant) ; to treat with manure, etc. 

1526 Pilgr. Perf. ( W. de W. 1531) 11 They laboured and 
dressed the vynyarde of god by holy werkes of fayth. 1593 
Shaks. Rich. II, iii. iv. 56 He had not so trim’d And drest 
his Land, as we this Garden. 1635 Pagitt Christianogr 
Relig. Britons 36 Some wrought in the Gardens, others 
dressed the Orchards. 1727 De Foe Syst. Magic 1. iv. 
(1840) 93 In planting and dressing the Vines. 2822 Dwight 
Trav. II. 343 Lands, dressed with gypsum. 1843 Jrnl. R. 
Agric. Soc. IV. 1. 22 The leaves are allowed to rot and dress 
the ground. 1881 Whitehead Hops 8 Sets are cut in the 
early spring . . when the plants are dressed. 
fig. 2651 Hobbes Leviath . i. xi. 51 This seed of Religion 
. . to nourish, dresse, and forme it into Lawes. a 1708 
Beveridge Priv. Th. n. (1730) 72 St. Paul, who had 
planted a Church. .left him to dress and propagate it, 

+ d. To train or break in (a horse or other 
animal). Ohs. 

c 2400 Destr. Troy 6207 Two dromoudarys drowe hit, 
dressit J>erfore 1593 Shaks. Rich. II, v. v. 80 That horse, 
that I so carefully haue drest. a 1639 Wotton in Relig. 
Wotton. 157 The great horse whom already dressed, no man 
can more skilfully manage, or better break if rough and 
furious, 1772 Brrenger Hist. Horsem. I. 169 They all 
having been carefully handled, dressed, or maneged. 

e. To groom or curry (a horse). 

1530 Palsgr. 528/2 Hosteller, dresse my horse well, and 
thou shake have a penny. 1614 Markham Cheap Husb. 
(1623) 61 Dress your horse twice a day, when hee rests, and 
once when he travels. 1789 Mrs. Ptozzi Journ. France I. 
7 The gentlemen have commonly a good horse under them, 
but certainly a dressed one. 1870 Blaine Encycl. Rur. 
Sports 304 It is not only to remove dirt and to make the 
coat shine that we dress horses, but. to ensure their health. 

f. To prepare and finish, as leather ; to curry. 

251 1 -12 Act 3 Hen. VII 7, c. 10 Preamb., Whiche Ledder 

. .the same persones corye and dresse in theyr owne houses. 
2607 Topsell Four-f. Beasts (1658) 113 The skins of Dogs 
are dressed for Gloves, and close Boots. 2792 Boswell 
Johnson (1832) III. 352, I observed them . . dressing sheep- 
skins. 2837 Whittock Bk. Trades (1842) 273 In dressing 
leather.. the first operation on the skins is steeping them 
until they are thoroughly wetted. 

g. To finish (textile fabrics), so as to give them 
a nap, smooth surface, or gloss. 

2523-24 Act 5 Hen. VIII, c. 3 Preamb., Marchauntes 
should be bounden to dresse every white Cloth, .on this side 
the See after they have bought theym. 2530 Palsgr. 528/2, 
I dresse an olde garment, I rayse the woll of it to make it 
seme newe agayne. 2570 Levins Manip. 84/33 To Dresse 
cloth, concinnare. 2879 Cassells Techn. Educ. IV. 235/2 
The white cloths, .sent to Holland to be dyed and dressed. 

h. To cleanse ( corn) from chaff and the like. 

2635 Quari.es Embl. a. x. (1718) 9oTeach me the skill To 

dress and chuse the corn, take those the chaff that will. 
1710 Prideaux Orig. Tithes ii. 76 Corn Threshed, Winnowed, 
and Dressed. 2732 Acc. Workhouses 79 Their bread is 
wheat dressed down. 1852 Offic. Catal. Gt. Exhib. I. 572 
A machine for dressing grain, being an improved winnowing 
machine. 

i. To prepare (ore) for smelting by the removal 
of the non-metallic portion. 

1753 Chambers Cycl. Supp., Dressing of ores ; the preparing 
of them as they come rough from the mine, for the working 
by fire. 1851 Offic. Catal. Gt. Exhib. L x6r Apparatus used 
for dressing the inferior copper ores, .for dressing the poorer 
portion of the mineral from, the tye. 

II. To direct. 

+ 14. trans. To make straight the course of (a 
person or thing) ; to turn or send in some given 
direction; to direct, guide, {lit. and fig.) Ohs. 

a 1325 Prose Psalter xxiv. [xxv.] 5 Dresce me, Lord, in 
thy sothenesse. c 1374 Chaucer Boeth. iv. pr. vi. no 
(Camb. MS. ' God hym self.. ordeynyi? and dressy)? alle 
binges to goode. 2382 Wyclif Num. xxiv. 1 He . .dressy nge 
his chere a3ens the deseert .. saw* Irael in the tends 
dwellynge. <r 1500 Melusine vi. 30 Yf you knowe not the 
way wel I shall dresse you to it. 2592 Florio 2 nd Fruites 
75, I had beene wisely drest, if I had playd that Knight, 
reft. 1556 A nrelio 4* Isab. (1608) H iij, All her entreprlses 
. .dressethe them all unto the dishoneste parte. 

+ b. To reach or hold forth; to offer. Obs. 

2382 Wyclif Matt. vii. o Who of 30U is a man, whom 2 if 
his sone axe breed, wher he shal dresse to hym [23S8 take 
hym] a stoon ? — Luke xxiv. 30 He took bred, and 

blesside, and brae, and dresside to hem. c 2430 Lydg. Min. 
Poems (Percy Soc.) 9 Thes ladies gan her gyftes dresse. 

+ 15. refi. and intr. To direct one’s course; to 
betake oneself, repair ; to proceed, move, go. Obs. 

13.. Gaw. 4- Gr. Knt. 1415 ye dou the dressed to +e wod. 
<72386 Chaucer Clerk's T. 951 To Grisilde agayn wol I me 
dresse. 1470-85 Malory A rthur iv. xxviii, They dressyd to 
gyders and eyther gaf other suche strokes. 1500-20 Dunbar 
Poems Ixxiii. To Dress fro desert, draw to thy dwelling- 
place, 1523 Douglas Mneis x. x. 18 Syne baldly . .. Agane 
Eneas can Tarquytus dres. 2572 Forrest Theophilus 1064 
in Anglia VII, Unto the busshoppe he dreste him forth. 

+ lb. trans. To direct (spoken words or a written 
message) to any one ; to Address. Obs. 


c 1430 Lydg. Min. Poems (Percy Soc.) 242 (Matz.) Hir 
suster . . gan unto me dresse A wooful bille. c 2449 Pecock 
Repr. Prol. 2 These same wordis . . bi Seint Poul dressid to 
Thimothe. .mowe weel ynow be. .dressid ferthir to ech lay 
persoon. c 2500 Melusine ix. 38 A knyght . . dressed nys 
wordes toward her, & said [etc.}. 1684 EloddanB . 11. 27 His 
Letters fast he forth did dress. 

Dress (dres), sb. [f. prec. vb.] 

+ 1. The act of dressing. Obs. 

+ a. A setting ‘ to rights ’ ; redress. 

2565 in Tytler Hist. Scot. (2864.) III. 404 The Earls, .haue 
received their dress, and so are in quiet. 

+ b. Conduct {lit. and fig, ) 
a 1572 Knox Hist. Ref. Wks. 2846 I. 434 To enter in the 
dresse of suche affaris ; 2583 Satir. Poems Reform, xlv, 756 
Daylie we may se his dress, When Monseir gaid vnto his 
mess. 

+e. The act or fact of attiring or arraying oneself, 
esp. ornamentally. 

*739 G. Ogle Gualtk. 4* Gris. 107 Be ever on the Dress, 
and on the Rove. 1778 M iss B ukney Evelina Ixxii, She aud 
Mrs. Selwyn were gone up stairs to finish their dress. 

2. Personal attire or apparel: orig. that proper 
to some special rank or order of person, or to some 
ceremony or function; but, in later use, often 
merely : Clothing, costume, garb, esp. that part 
which is external and serves for adornment as well 
as for covering. 

Full dress (or, simply, * dress ’) : the more elaborate apparel 
proper to a public ceremony, a dinner, or an evening party, 
x6ofi Shaks. Ant. 4- Cl. u. iv. 5 Till I shall see you in your 
Souldiers dresse. 1660 F. Brooke tr. Le Blancs 7 'rav. 93 
The Merchants weare the Turkish dresse. 2693 Hum. + 
Conv. Town 35 Appeal'd to .. in all nice points of Dress. 
1748 Richardson Clarissa (J.), Full dress creates dignity, 
augments consciousness, and keeps at distance an encroacher. 
1838 Dickens Nick. Nick, xix, Your black silk frock will be 
quite dress enough. 2856 Froude Hist. Eng. { 1858) I. i. 15 
Dress . . was then the symbol of rank, prescribed by statute. 
1868 Daily News 8 Aug., The male dancers were in every 
variety of costume . . none, of course, in anything approaching 
to * dress *. a 1876 G. Dawson Fr. Mem. (1888) 249 History 
shows us people _ in full dress, biography shows them in 
undress, and diaries show them undressed. 

b. With a and pi. : A suit of garments or a 
single external garment appropriate to some occa- 
sion when adornment is required ; no wspec. a lady's 
robe or gown made not merely to clothe Imt also 
to adorn. 

1638 Ford Fancies iii, iii, Your dresses blab your vanities ! 
1711 Addison Sped. No. 69 if 4 The single Dress of a 
Woman of Quality is often the Product of a hundred 
Climates. 2773 Goldsm. Stoops to Conq. 11. i, Changing our 
travelling dresses in the morning, a 1821 Keats Sonn. 
‘ Keen ftful gusts \ Lovely Laura in her light green dress. 
2857 Ruskin Pol. Econ. Art i. (1868) 74 No good historical 
painting . . can exist, where the dresses of the people of the 
time are not beautiful. Mod. She has had a new silk dress 
for the occasion. 

c. transf. An external covering and adornment, 
as the plumage of birds, d. fig. The outward 
form under which anything is presented, 

2628 Chapman Hesiod n. 412 All the trim and dress Of 
those .still-roaring-noise-resounding seas. 2662 Boyle Style 
of Script. (1675) 164 Eloquence, the dress cf our thoughts. 
2723 Derham Pkys. Theol. iv. xii. (R.), Feathers are as 
commodious a dress to such as fly in the air, to birds, and 
some insects. 2797 Monthly Mag. III. 147 IJHistoire 
secrette de la. Revolution , which work will speedily appear 
in an English dress. 2872 Darwin Desc. Man n. xvL 
(1888) 492 The adults [birds] in their winter dress. 

3. Technical senses. 

+ a. Dressing of a wound, etc. Obs, 

1684 tr. Bond's Merc. Compit. in. 76 In about six weeks 
from the first dress the Skull scaled. 1780 Cowper P?-ogr, 
Err. 299 Her form with dress and lotion they repair. 

+ b. Arch. = Dressing vbl. sb. 4 e. Obs. 

1726 Leoni Alberti's Archit. II. 62/2 The Arches must 
stand quite clear above the water : their dress may be taken 
from the Ionic or. .the Doric Architrave. Ibid. 68/r One 
principal door with all the dress of the door of a Temple. 

c. The arrangement of the furrows upou the 
surface of a millstone. 

1870 Eng. Meek. 12 Feb. 535 T Care must be taken to put 
the dress [of millstones] in the right way. 

d. F inish put upon anything to improve or set 
off its appearance; e.g. the stiffening of a fabric 
with starch, glue, size, or the like. 

2883 R. Haldane Workshop Receipts Ser. n. 12* Boil 
or soak [the canvas] for an hour or so in a solution of soda 
and water to get out the ‘ dress 

4. attrib. and Comb. a. Of, for, or pertaining to 
apparel, or to a woman’s dress, as dress-chamber , 
-cuttings -goods, -gown, -silk, -skirt, -stand, etc. ; 
dress-guard, an appliance fixed to a vehicle or 
cycle to prevent injury to dress from the wheels; 
dress-improver, a pad, cushion, etc. at one time 
worn by women, to make the skirt stick out at the 
back ; = Bustle sbf b. Characterized by, or pertain- 
ing to, ‘full dress’, as dress -ball, -boots, -coat (when ce 
dress- coated adj.), - dinner , -paraae, -pumps, - shoes , 
-suit, -sword,, - uniform , etc. ; dress-circle, a cir- 
cular row of seats in a place of entertainment, the 
spectators in which were originally expected to 
be in dress-clothes; in a theatre, usually the gallery 
next above the floor. See also Dress-maker, etc. 

1806-7 J. Beresford Miseries Hum. Life (1826) xiv. 
xliii, A ^Dress-ball — alias a public parade of finery, dull* 
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' Bess,- and etiquette. ■ 184.3 Mrs. Carlyle Left. I. 341,! "kept 
any sear in the *diress- circle. . 1831" Jane -Porter Sir E. 
Seaward's Narr. II. 201 That our *dress-clothes should 
he brought home in time. 1858 Hawthorne Fr. It. 
yrnls. 11 . 138 ^Dress-coats, and such elegant formalities. 
2836-9 Dickens Ski Boz, Neva Fear, As if we were duly 
■‘‘‘dress-coated and pumped. 1889 Baity News 18 July 3/5 
Mr. J. C. Horsley, R. A., afterwards addressed the students 
on *dress-cutting. 1856 Emerson Eng. Traits, Manners 
Wks. (Bohn) II. 51 The ^dress-dinner generates a talent of 
table-talk. 1818 Scorr Hrt. Midi, xxxvii, Damage, .to 
•“dress-gowns, in consequence of its [a spaniel’s} untimely 
frolics. 1895 Westm. Gem 3 Sept. 8/1 [A] skirt ... short 
enough to clear cranks and pedals when the cyclist is seated, 
and make ^dress-guards unnecessary. 1884 G. M oore Mum- 
mer's Wife ( 18871 228' ..The skirts swung ^ on the ’“dress- 
improvers. 1873 Holland A. Bonnie. xiiL 210 A sort, of 
“dress parade of mediocrity. 1806 7 J. Beresford Miseries 
Bum. Life (1826) xx:.xlviii, A “dress-suit of clothes for a 
grand occasion. 1894 C. N. Robinson Brit. Fleet 509 Physi- 
cians and secretaries wore a “dress sword with rapier blade. 

; Dressed, drest (drest), ppl a. [f. Dress©. 
*4 -ed b] f Straightened (06s .) ; prepared ; clothed, 
attired, etc. : see the verb. 

1382 Wyclip Luke lit, 5 Schrewide thingis schulen be in to 
dressid thingis. 1526 Pilgr. Perf. (W. de W. 1531) 99 
Delycates or deynty dressed meates. 1775 Adair A trier. 
Ind. 7 Shirts, made of drest deer-skins. 1793 J. Williams 
Life Ld. Barrymore fed. 3) 20 We had a dressed rehearsal. 
1851 OJfic. Catal. Gt.Exhib. I. 130 Specimens of dressed 
oilstones. 

Dresser T (dre'SDi)^ Also 5 -ore, -ur(e, 5-6 
-onr(e, 7 -oir. [a. Of. dresseur, dreceur, dre$or 
{ « mod.F. dressoir), f. dresser to Dress: cf. 
med.L. directbrium ‘ abacus, ministerium, ubi re- 
ponuntur vasa ad convivia 5 (Du Cange),] 

1. A sideboard or table in a kitchen on which 
food is or was dressed ; formerly also, a table in 
a dining-room or hall, from which dishes were 
Served, or on which plate was displayed. 

" c 1420 Liber Cocomm (1862) 20 Powder dowce heron bou 
kast Stondande at dressore on ]?e last. 15.. in Blount Anc. 
Tenures 100 Upon Chrystemes day he . . shall go to the 
Dressour, and snail seree his Lordys messe. 1525 Ld. Bek- 
wmsFroiss II. ccxxvii. [ccxxiii.] 710 All the. .plate of goide 
and syluer that was sera ed. .in the palays at the dresser or 
elswhere. 1562 Leigh A rmorie (1 597) 123 b, What meaneth 
this drumme, saidT. Quod he, this is to warn gentlemen of 
houshold to repaire to the dresser. 1596 Shaks. Tarn. 
S/ir. iv. i. 166. 1608 S. Hieron A Defence in. 32 A dressoir 
whereon to marshall the dishes. 1719 De Foe Crusoe 1. v, I 
. . set up some Pieces of Boards, like a Dresser, to order my 
Victuals upon. 

2. A kind of kitchen sideboard surmounted by 
rows of shelves on which plates, dishes, and 
kitchen utensils are ranged. 

1552 Huloet, Cupborde or dresser, abacus. 2702 C. 
Mather Magn. Chr. iv. ii. (1852) 47 It should not be 
fasten’d unto the wall, dresser-fashion. 1859 Jewison 
Brittany x. 171 The dressers were covered with brilliant 
copper . . vessels. ^ 1882 Good Cheer 48 The old black dresser 
with its row of shining pewter at the top. 

1 3. ? A table-cloth. Ohs. rare . 

*57 x Wills <y Inn. N. C. 360, J dresser of dyaper js. 

4. Comb., as + dresser-window ; f dresser- 
board, the board or table of a dresser * f dresser- 
knife, a knife for dressing meat for the table. 

14.. Foe. in Wr.-Wiilcker 580/41 Escaria, dresserbord. 
Bud. 594/15 Mackera, a dressuroiyf. 1593 Estes #■ Mon. 
Ch. Burk. (Surtees) 69 Having their meat served out of the 
Dresser-windowe of the great Kitchen. 1676 Hobbes Iliad 
(1677) 126 The meat . . on clean dresser-boards . . he sets. 

Dre sser [f. Dress v. + -er t .] One who 
or that which dresses. . 

1 . One who dresses (in various special and tech- 
nical senses : see Dress ©, 13, etc.). 

1520 Whitttxton Vttlg, (1527) 16 b, Shermen, dressers, 
carders and>spyraa<ers. . 1526-34 Tindale Lnkexm. 7 The 
dresser of his vyneyarde. 1583 Stubbes Anat. Abus. n. 
(1882) 36 There is great abuse in. the: tanners, makers* 
curriers,, and. dressers, of. ' the . same [leather]. 18.19 Blackw. 
Mag. V. 125 The most elegant dresser of a fly in Scotland. 
1865 J* T. F. Turner Slate Quarries 14 These sheets of 
slate are then passed.', to the * dressers'' or cutters. 

2. One who attires another ; esp. a tirewoman. 

<2x625 Fletcher Bloody Brother iv. iix, lie be my self 

thy dresser. 1631 Massinger Emperor East n. i, 'Com- 
mand my dresser to adorn her with The robes that I gave 
Command for. 1711 Swift JrnL to Stella x8 Sept., I chose 
*0 di ne with Mrs. Hill, who is one of the dressers, and Mrs. 
Masham’s sister. 1884 Mem. P'eess Alice 8 A former 
dresser of the Queen's. 

3 . One who attires himself (or herself) elegantly, 
©r in any way defined by the context- 

1679 Crown e Ambit. Statesm. 11, He is no dresser, do 
but see how awkardly His damn’d crevat is tyed. 1778 
Mrs. Thu ale iii Mad. DArblay Diary 23 Aug., I don't 
think Mrs- Burney a very good dresser, 1837 Lyttqn E. 
Maltrrn. 49 The most perfect dresser that even. France could 
exhibit, a 1847 Mrs. Sherwood Lady of Manor III. xxi. 264 
Of all the dressers I ever saw, she is the worst. 

4 . A surgeon’s assistant in a hospital, etc., whose 
duty it is to dress wounds, etc. 

* 747 . 0 «ly) Minutes of Grand Committee St. Thomas's 
Hospital ( MS,), An application was made to this Committee 
to receive a young man as ‘Pupil or Dresser’ in the Hospital. 
X758 (March) Ibid. Resolved and ordered that for the future 
no Surgeon, Pupil or Dresser* be in the Wards after One 
o’ Clock. x86i Wyntur Soc. Bees , George <4 Dragon 60 
Dressers waiting for the surgeons to make their daily round 
©f the wards. 


5. Mil. (See quot 1823 -) 

1796 Instr. <4 Peg. Cavalry (18x3) 11 Every dresser of 
a body in a given line, must in his own person be placed on 
that line* while he is directing such operation, 1823 Crabb 
Tecknol. Diet Dressers (Mil.\ those men who take up 
direct or relative points, by which a corps is enabled to 
preserve a regular continuity of front. 1847 Infantry Man. 
(1854) 19 On the word March, the dressers front, and the 
rear rank steps back one pace, dressing by the right. 

6 . Various appliances used in ‘dressing’ or pre- 
paring things. 

a. A shoemaker’s tool, b- A plumber’s mallet to smooth 
down joinings in lead, etc. C. Tanning: see quot, 1853. 

d. Coalmining: rf see quot, 1881. e. An apparatus tor 
dressing corn a winnowing machine, f. A tool or machine 
for cutting and dressing the furrows on a mill-stone, g. A 
machine for cutting and shaping geological specimens or 
minerals. 

1600 Dekker Gent. Craft iv, (1862) 15 You skoomaker, have 
you all your tools, .a good dresser, your four sorts of awls? 
x638 R. Holme Armoury r\\. 326/1 A Plummers Dresser. . 
a Bat of Wood made with a handle, flat at the bottom, and 
rounded off at the top-side. 1703 T. N. City <4 C. Pur- 
chaser 192 Having roll’d open 2 Sheets, they beat them flat 
with their Dresser, 1853 C. Morfit Tannitig, etc. 468 
They [skins] are then worked' with the round-knife upon 
the dresser, .a cylindrical wooden bar fastened at a height 
of five feet three inches from the ground, by its two ends, 
to two buttresses projecting from the wall. x88x Raymond 
Mining Gloss., Dresser, a large pick, with which the 
largest lumps of coal are prepared for loading into the skip. 

S. Staffords. 1884 Bath Herald 27 Dec. 6/5 After being 
Carried through certain apparatus called detachers, the 
wheat passes through centrifugal dressers. 

Hence Dre ssersMp, office of surgical dresser. 
1869 Lancet 391/x Certain of the dresserships . . are 
appointed from the most diligent students. 

Dre ssing, vH. sb. [f. Dress v. + -rare T] 

1 . The action of the vb. Dress, in various senses. 

c 1440 Protnp. Parv. 13,1/2 Dressynge, direct io. 1526 

Pilgr. Perf. (W. de W. 1531), 201 0, The spouse, .hath 
many women to adorne and’ dresse her, and yet she werketh 
with them to her owne dressynge. 1617 Hieron Wks. 

II. 207 One stroke may cause it [a wound]; but many stirrings 
and dressings cannot cure it. 17x2 J. James tr. Le Blonds 
Gardening 105 The W ords Dressing, Leveling . . signify the 
Action of harrowing or raking the Ground, to lay it every 
where smooth and eaven. 1832 Regnl. Instr. Cavalry it. 
6 Dressing is a progressive operation . .by which any number 
of men are correctly aligned, 1862 Mrs. Carlyle Lett. 

III. xox There is no elaborate dressing for dinner here. 

2. Applied to various technical processes in arts 
and manufactures. See quots. and the vb. 

/• 1540 Hyrde Fives' lustr. Cltr, Worn. 1. ii. (R.), The dress- 
ing of wool! hath beene euer an honest occupation fora good 
woman, x6ix Cotgr., A file went . . a dressing, or stiffening 
with wire. 1698 Fryer Aec. E . India <4 P. 264 Hides and 
Leather., of their own dressing. 1745 Genii. Mag. 24 
A new composition for careening or dressing of ships, to 
preserve them from the Worms. 1792 A. Young Trap. 
France 341 The corn of England, as far as respects dressing, 
that is cleaning from dirt, chaff, seeds of weeds, See. is as 
much better than! that of France. _ 1822 J. Flint Lett. 
A trier. 7 Wash ing and dressing of shirts, neckcloths, &c. 

3. ironically. A drubbing, a beating; chastise- 
ment, castigation, by blows or words, 

1769 in xdth Rep. Hist. MS. Comm. App. i. 413 For 
this he got a very severe dressing from Ld. North. 1809 
Malkin tr. Gil Bias v. L (Rtldg.) 191 His fingers itched 
to give me another dressing. 1854 A. Fonblanque in Life 
vi. (1874) 511 If our Generals do not give the enemy a 
dressing, xS6o Thackeray Pound. Papers. Screens in 
Din. Rooms (1876) 57 A criticism . . in which an Irish writer 
had given me a dressing for a certain lecture on Swift. 

4. concretely . That which is used in the pre- 
ceding actions nnd processes; that with which any 
thing or person is dressed for use or ornament : e.g. 

a. Cookery. The seasoning substance used Jn cooking ; 
stuffing ; the sauce,, etc.,, used in preparing a dish, a salad, 
etc. b. Personal decorations; vestments, dress ; trimming. 
O. Agric. The manure or compost spread over or ploughed 
into land in preparing it for a crop. cL Surg. The reme- 
dies, bandages, etc. with which a wound or sore is dressed. 

e. A rch. Projecting mouldings on a surface, f. Glaze, size, 
or stiffening, used in the * finishing ’ of textile fabrics ; etc. 

a. 1504 Nottingham Rec. III. 319 For floure and peper, 
and dressing. 1853 Soyer Pantropk. 75 Lettuces may 
also be eaten with a dressing of gravy and pickles. 

b. 1622 Mabbe tr. Aleman's Guzman dAlf. I. 26 Shee .. 
would .. put on her dressings, and wears her attire. 1626 

T. H[awkins] Caussin's Holy Crt. ix One piece of her 
gaudy dressings. 1861 Hughes Tom Brown at Oxf, vi, 
Tom began , .scrutinizing the dressings of the flies [for fish- 
ing]. r88x Besant & Rice C&apl. 0/ Fleet 1. iii, Trees . . in 
their beautiful spring dressing. 

e. 1735 Berkeley Querist § 199 Wks. 1871 III. 371 
Vegetables, .ploughed m for a dressing of land. x8t6 A ct 
56 Geo. Illy c. 50 § 11 Any Manure, Compost, Ashes, Sea- 
weed, or other Dressings intended for such Lands- 

d. 17x3 Parnell Guardian No. 66 T 2 To tear off the 
dressings, as I may say, from the wounds. x86x Hulme tr. 
M oquin- Tandon n. mi. iii. 95 Dressings for blisters. 

e. 1823; P. Nicholson Pract. Baud. 584 Dressings, all 
mouldings projecting beyond' the naked of walls and ceilings. 
1843 In Willis Si Clark Cambridge (x886) III. 214 The dress- 
ings round them [doors] to be of scagliola. 

t; 1823 J. Babcock Dam. Amusem. 72 The dressing 
thereof [saH-doth], being a compound of meal and lime. 
1853 C. Morfit Tanning, etc. r8t The hides, .are put 
through the dressings* that is* subjected to the action of 
fermentable barley water. 

5. attrib . and Comb. a. Employed in or con- 
nected with attiring the person, as dressing-bag, 
-basket, -block, -boy, -chair, - closet , -cloth, -glass, 
-jacket, -maid, -robe; dressing-bell, -gong, one 


ranf as the signal for dressing for dinner ; f dress- 
ing-plate, silver toilet service (obs.) ; dressing- 
sack (U.S.), a dressing-jacket. Also Dressing- 
box, -room, -table, etc. b. Pertaining or appro r 
priated to the treatment of various articles, as 
dressing-machine, - shed , -shop, -station ; dress- 
ing-bench., -floors : see quots. c. Used in. pre- 
paring food : see Dressing -boa hb, -knife, d. 
For ‘ dressing as dressing hide, leather, wheat. 

1865 Trollope Belton Est. via. 75 He. .packed Ms coats, 
and *dressing-bag, and desk. 1849 Marry at Valerie xii, 
The *dressing-bell has rung. 1874 Knight Diet. Meek., 
* Dressing-bench, a bricklayer’s bench having a cast-iron 

late on which the sun-dried brick is rubbed, polished, and 

eaten with a paddle to make it symmetrical. 1632 Field 
& Massinger Fatal Dowry ' 11. ii, His '^dressing-block, 
Upon whom my lord lays all his clothes. . ere he vouchsafes 
them his own person. 17x2 Steele Sped. No. 478 r 13 
A looking-glass and a Stressing- chair. x668 Davenant 
Man’s the Master Wks. (1673) 332 Whether she be some 
Skeleton whose Beauties lye at night upon her ^dressing- 
cloth. 1894 Labour Commission Gloss., A * dressing floors 
(not floor) is a surface works ivlieire the tin stuff as it comes 
from the shaft of the mine is first subjected to various 
crushing processes, .and then ‘ washed ’ . .in order that the 
tin may be separated from alien matter. 17x4 Land. Gas. 
No. 5214/3 ^Dressing Glasses, Union Suits, Dressing 
Boxes. 1823 J.. Badcock Dom. Amusem. xax Look for 
yourself in a mirror, or dressing glass. 1855 Miss Man- 
ning Old Chelsea Bun-House xiv. 239 Prue, in her ^Dress- 
ing- Jacket.^ 1895 Times 2 Jan. 13/4 Light English sole 
and ^dressing leather. 1795 Hull Advertiser 5 Sept. 
2/1 Thrashing and ^Dressing Machines. 1822 W. Irving 
Braceb. Hall 11845) 29 Having been *dressing-maid .. to 
the late Mrs. Bracebridge. 17x6 Ladv M. W. Montagu 
Lett. 16 Aug. (1887) I. 107, I had wickedness enough 
to covet St. Ursula’s pearl necklaces . . and wished she 
herself con verted into *drcssing-plate. 1884 Health Exkib. 
Catal. 38 A ^dressing shed, where the work of unhairing 
the skins takes place. 1894 Sir E. Wood in Daily News 
1 Oct. 6/2 The farm used by the doctors as a *dresslng- 
Station. 1709 Wakes Colne (Essex) Overseer’s Ace. (MS.), 
3 peckes of *dressinge wheat. 

t Dre'Ssing-board. Obs. A board on which 
anything is dressed ; esp. a board on which food 
was dressed a dresser. 

c 1440 Promp. Parv. 13 1/2 Pressure, or dressynge boorde, 
Dressorinm , directarium. X59X Percivai.l Sp. Diet. , 
Tajon, a boord to cut flesh on, a dressing boord. 1694 A cc. 
Sep. Late Voy. 11, (1711) 172 Puts it [the whale's fat] upon 
the Bench or Dressing board, where it is cut by others into 
less pieces. ^ ? a 1700 Sir H ugh in Percy Petty . 1x765) I. 32 
Scho laid him on a dressing-horde [other versions dressing- 
table, dresser-board (cf. Child Bailouts v. 246).] 

Bre'ssing’-bos:. ^=next. 

1663 Dryden Wild Gallant in. ii, A fine-bred woman, 
with a lute, and a dressing-box. 17x4 [see Dressing 5]. 
1830 Miss Mu-ford Village Ser. iv, (1865) iSx He sports 
a dressing-box., full of almond paste and violet soap. 

Dre’ssing-case. A case of toilet utensils. 

18x9 P. O. Loud. Direct. x8 Ladies and Gentlemen’s 
Dressing-case Manufacturer. 

Dre’ssing-gown. A loose gown worn while 
making one’s toilet or when in dishabille. 

X777 Sheridan Trip Scarb. 1. ii, Enter Lord Foppingtoi* 
in his dressing-gown. 1847 Mrs-' Carly'le ' Lett. Ii. 3, 
I was sitting at breakfast in my dressing-gown. 

Hence Dressing-gowned, ppl. a. 

1855 Dickens Dorrit (Househ. ed.) 31 5/1 Mr. Dorrit, 
dressing-gowned and newspapered. 

Dre ssing-knife, t a - A knife n?ed in dress- 
ing food. Obs. b. A blade with two handles used 
in leather-dressing. Hence f JOressing-knife- board. 

14x1 Nottingham Rec. II. 86, }, dressyngknyf, ijd. ^1425 
Thomas of Erceld. 266 (Cott. MS.) Cokes come: with 
dryssynge knyfe. c 1425 Voc. in Wr.-Wiilcker 662/18 
Hie seameltus, dressyn-fenyfbord. 1483 Cath. Angl, xoo/2 
A Dirsynge knyfe. ibid. 108/1 a Dryssynge-knyfle, spa fa, 
farcularimn. 1541 Act 33 lien. FIJI, a. 12. § 13 The coke 
. .shall, .bring with him a dressing knife. 

Bre’ssing-room. A room for dressing and 
the toilet, usually opening from a bed-room. 

1675 Wycherley Country Wife iv. iii, I.. was made free 
of their society and dressing-rooms for ever hereafter. 1683 
Evelyn Diary 4 Oct., I went, .into the Duchess of Ports- 
mouth’s dressing-room within her bed-chain ber. 1803 Ref- 
ton Landscape Card. (1805)178 The present dressing-room 
..added to each modern bed-room. 1875 Jowktt Plato 
1 . 195 1 was sitting alone in the dressing-room of the Lyceum. 

Dressing-table. A toilet table. 

1796 Hull Advertiser 3 Sept, i/i Ladies Inlaid Dressing 
Tables. X829 Makryat F. Mlletmay ix, Laying my watch 
. .on the dressing-table. 

Dress-maker (dre’Sim^kofj. A maker of 
dresses ; spec, a woman who makes dresses for 
those'' of her own sex. : ' . 

1828 in Webster. 1832 W. Irving Alhambra I. 289 
The dress-makers, and the jewellers, and the artificers 'in 
gold' and' silver. 1838: Dickens 'Nick. Nick, x, The situa- 
tion I have made interest to procure, .is with a. Milliner and 
dressmaker. 

Hence Dr e 'ss-ma^kersMp ; Dr e ‘ss-makery , a 

dress-making establishment • . 

1852 R. S. Surtees Sponge’s Sp. Tour v. (1893) 29 In all 
the elegance of first-rate millinery and dressmakership. 1882 
Besant AU A^rzfrviii. 75 Details of a practical nature con- 
cerning the conduct of a dress-makery. 

Dre’ss- makings vbl. sb. [f. Dress sb. and 
Making vbl. sbb] The action or occupation of 
making (women’s) dresses. ■ ' Also' attrib. ; ; : 

1837 Whittocic, etc. Bk. Trades (1842) 308 Dress-making 
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came from France, i. e, Paris. 1852 Mrs. Stowe Unde 
Tom's C. xvii. rs8 , 1 can do dressmaking very well. 

, So Bre‘ss-2nakmg' fpl. a. j Dre*ss-malse v. 
(colloq.\ to make dresses. 

1882 B. Haute Flip hr, I must see that dressmaking sharp 
a1>aut it. .1885. Times 5 Mar. 10 A registry, .for women... 
accustomed to dressmake, wash, or do charing work. 

Dressy (dre-si), a. [f. Dress sb. + -y L] 

1. Fond of or attentive to dress ; given to elabo- 
rate or showy dressing. 

1768 Goldsm. Good-n. Man 1. i. One of those fine old 
dressy things, who thinks to conceal her age, by every- 
where exposing her person. 1834 Lady Granville Lett. 
31 Oct. (1894) II. 173 , 1 am growing dressy, .and am, learning 
how to unite smartness and economy. 1848 Thackeray 
Van. Fair lix, I am a dressy man. 

2 . Of garments: Having an air of dress; stylish. 
1818 Miss Ferrier Marriage I. 206 (Jam.) Black velvet 

gowns, .they were dressy, and not too dressy. 1845 Blackw. 
Mag. LVII. 735 Such a truly elegant boot, so gentlemanly, 
so dressy, transf. 1882 Garden 28 Jan. 63/3 Anemones., 
are not only very dressy, but last a long time m water. 1887 
F, B. Zincke Materials for Hist. Wkerstead 148 The less 
dressy parts of a garden. 

Hence Dre'ssiness. 

: x8o6W. Taylor in Ann. Rev. TV. 249 Habits of dressi- 
ness., are adopted. 1877 Spurgeon Led. to Students Ser. 
n. viii. 131 A hundred years ago the dressiness of the clergy 
was about as conspicuous as it is now. 

Brest, var. pa. t. and pple. of Dress. 

Brest, variant of Drast Obs., dregs, lees, 
f Dretcll, v- 1 Obs . Forms : 1 drecc(e)an, 
3-6 dreehe, 3 drseeehe, dracehe, dreeeUe, 3-5 
drecche, (4 drich), 3-6 dreteh. Pa. t. 1 drehfce, 
4 draihte. Pa. pple. x (Seldreht, 3-4 idrecchid 
(-ee-, -a-, -ee-V idraht, 4 draiht. [OE. dree - 
e e an : unknown in the other Germanic langs.] 

1 . Hans. To afflict, torment, vex ; in ME. esp. to 
trouble in sleep. 

<1:900 Bede Glosses 27 in O. E. Texts 180 Adfciens, drec- 
cende. a 1000 Caedmon's Gen. 2x79 Mec sor^ drece|>. c 1000 
A'Ilfric Horn. (Th.) I. 86 gif he nwon hnappode, Sasrrihte 
bine drehton nihtlice jedwimor. c 1175 Lamb. Horn. 77 
A lie oSre men f» et heuie sunnen drecheS. <7 x205 Lay. 
4521 pa J*e king wes a-waht, he wes swuj?e idraht. Ibid. 
22556 Pa pe king him awoc swiSe he wes idraecched [<71275 
idrecched]. 1340-70 A lisatinder 819 He© was draiht with 
dreme thorou deuiles engines. <7x375 Sc. Leg. Saints, 
Catharina 818 pu sail drich me 11a mare. <7 x386 Chaucer 
Hun's Pr. T. 67 As man pat in his dreem is drecched soore. 
*470-85 Malory Arthur xx. v, We alle. .were soo dretched 
that somme of vs lepte oute of oure beddes naked. 

2 . intr. To be troubled in sleep, rare. 

1421 Hqccleve Complaint 308 Lat them drem as them 
lyst and speke & dreehe. <7x440 Promp. Parv. 131/2 
Dremyn, or dretchyn yn slepe, sompnio. 1535 Goodly 
Primer ( x 834) 2 1 o Sleeping or waking, dreaming or dreching. 
Hence f Dre'tching, torment, vexation, trouble. 
a 1050 Liber Scintill. lxxx. (1889) 217 Fram pysum licha- 
maja butan dreccunge stif?re beon ^enumene. c 1230 Mali 
Meid. 7 De<$ hire in to drecchunge to dihten hus and hinen. 
£•*330 R. Brunne Chron. Ware (Rolls) 8080 Drecchynge 
by tymes haue pey wrought. 1470-85 Malory Arthur xxi. 
xii, It is but dretchyng of sweuens. 

t Dretcll, va Obs . In 3-5 dreehe, drecche, 
(5 driche, dryche.) [Not known before 13th c. ; 
in form identical with prec. vb., but, on account of 
diversity of sense, generally viewed as distinct.] 

1 . intr. To delay, linger, tnrry. 
c 1250 Gen. <5* Ex. 1420 Ne wold he Sor Ouer on ni3t 
drechen nunmor. <7x374 Chaucer Troylus xi. 1215 (1264) 
What sholde I drecche [v.r. dretche] or telle of his aray t 
a 1400 Morte Arth. 754 For drede of pe derke nyghte pay 
dreechede a lyttille. 1461 Liber PZuscardensis xi. xi. ( 1877) 
1 . 399 The party .. drichit and delayit our fra yeir to yeris. 
% tram. To delay, b. To protract, rare, 
c 1380 Sir Ferumb. 1602 What halt hit muche her-of to 
telle i to drecchen ous of our lay? 1393 Gower Conf. II. 41 
Than make I . .tarienges To drecche forth the longe day. 
Hence Dre-tching vbl. sb., procrastination, delay. 
<1x300 Cursor M. 16390 (G6tt.) Selcuth vs thine of pe, 
pilate, wid dreching [Cott. drightin] for to drill. <7x330 
JR. Brunne Chron. Wace (Rolls) 1x757 Make no long drec- 
clung per-to. <71425 Wyntoun Cron. v. iii. 52 And to 
Rowme bet Tribwte pay Wycht-owtyn drychyng or delay. 
<7x470 Henry Wallace vn. 183 Trubbill weddyr makis 
schippfe to droune, His drychyn is with Pluto in the se. 
t Dretcll, sb. Obs . [£ Dretch Trouble. 

13. » Gave. 4 Gr. Knt. 1972 To sett hym in pe waye And 
Co undue hym by fee downez, pat he no drechch had. ?i3. . 
MS. Cambr. Ff. ri 38. 33 (Hallhv.) Ye sdhall see a wondur 
dreehe 'Whan' my son© wole me fecche. 

Dreueh, obs. Sc, pa. t of Draw v. 
t Dr eve, V- 1 Obs. Forms: 1 dreefan, drdfan, 
2 ~3 drefe, 3 dreofe, dreatie, 3-4 drove. [OE. 
(trifan « OS. drfbjan, druovjan (LG. drofen , 
drbven y Dti. droeven)^ OHG. *truobjan f truoban, 
(MHG. ' trueben , ' G. triiben), Goth. ' dr&bjasi to 
disturb ; f. OTeut. *drffiu- turbid, disturbed: ; perh. 
from ; ; an ablaut ■ series . drab’-, ■ dr$b- r , whence ; also 
Draff. Cf. Drove sl 1 , Drovy <z.] irons. To 
trouble, disturb, agitate. 

Beowulf pTb.) 2838 Water under stod dreorigand ged refed. 
c tooo Ags. Gasp. John xiv. 1 Ne sy eower heorte ^ed refed 
{LindisfG. gedroefed]'. <7x200 Okmin 147 He wan-p drefedd 
& forrdredd. c xaoo Trim. Coll. Horn. 195 TJnbilefde folc 
pe wolden dreuen hem. a X240 Ureisnn in Cott. Hom. xg^ 
Ne beoS heo neuer !-dreaued mid winde ne mid reme. 
<f 1250 Gen. <$• Ex. 3x8 Ic wene Sat ic and cue sulen alle is 
blissedreue. <7x400 Antiers of Arth.xxu, Alfe the Duse* 


peris of Fraunse with gour dyn deuyt [Thornt. MS. 
dreuede}. 

F Dr@T0, z>. 2 Obs. Also 5 Sc. drefe. [OE. 
dnvfan to drive, impel (s.—drabjau) corresp. to 
Goth, draibjan to drive, trouble, vex:— OTeut 
*draibjan , f. draib- ablaut grade of dretban 7 OE. 
dr ifan to drive.] 

1. trans. To drive away or apart; to separate. 

c 1325 Chron. Eng. 406 in Ritson Met. Rom . II. 287 Thus 
wes Englond to-deled. Ant uch kyng from other dreved. 
<■1340 Cursor M. 5316 (Fairf.) Many baret fra him was 
dreued. Ibid. 6766. <7 x470 Henry Wallace xi. 1330 Bot 
cowatice the ay fra honour drefyd {v.r. dreft]. 

absol. 1573 Tusser Hush. xxxv. (1878) 83 If yee deale 
guilefully, parson will dreue, and so to your selfe a worse 
turne ye may gene. 

2 . intr. To move, proceed, tend. 

<i 1300 Cursor M. 1768 (G 5 tt.) pe springes gan oiier al vte 
dreue. <7 1400 Destr. Troy 7x23 Thus curstly pat knighthode 
. . J?urgh domys of destany dreuyt to noght. 

Dreve, drevin, -yi i, obs. pa. pple. of Drive v. 
Drevel(l, -ill, -yll, var. of Driver, sbP- Obs. 
t Drevyll, V. Obs. [f. drevyll early form of 
Drivel r A 1 ] intr. To drudge or slave. 

1514 Barclay Cyi. F Uplondyshm. (Percy Soc.) 14 To 
drudge & to drevyll in warkes vyle and rude. This wyse 
shall ye lyve, in endeles servytude. 

t Drew, sb. Obs. Also 5 drewe. [Derivation 
unknown.] 

1 . A drop, a very small quantity (of liquldb 

<7x430 Hymns Virg. (1867) 60 Whanrie Jbe child was .vij. 

jeer otde, Passyng sowky ng of milke drewis. <7 1450 Mirour 
Saluacioun 965 The drie erthe fare about pad noght perof 
a drewe. 1501 Douglas Pal. Hon. 11. xli, Of the water 
I micht not taste a drew, a 1555 Lyndesay Anld Man 4- 
Wife 87 The divill a drew sail cum in thy throte, 

2 . A morsel, a very small bit 

>1450 Cov. Myst. (1841) 36 Of whom we have our dayly 
food, Ellys we had but Iytyl drewe. Ibid. 405 Nakyd men 
and ffebyl of array ^e wolde nott socowre with a lytel drewe. 

Drew (dir//), pa. t of Draw v. 

Brewery, drewrie, etc. : see Druery. 
Brewin, -yn, obs. pa. pple. of Drive v. 
Brewry, obs. form of Dreary a. 

Brey, obs. f. Dry, Dray I ; var. of Dray 2 . 
Brey(e, drey 3, obs. forms of Dree v. and a. 
Breyen, Breyn, obs. form of Draw, Drain. 
Breynt, obs. pa. t. and pple. of Drench v. 

+ Drib, v. Obs. [app. an onomatopoeic forma- 
tion arising out of Drip or Drop, the modified 
consonant expressing a modification of the notion.] 

1 . intr. To fall in drops; fig., to go on little by 
little. 

1523 St. Papers Hen. VIII , VI. 160 Suclie drybbing 
warre, as hit hitherto bathe ben made by the said Princes. 

2 . ? To dribble, to slaver. 

a 1529 Skelton Crcnvne Laver ell (R.), Dasyng after 
dotterels, Tyke drunkards that dribbes. 

3 . trans. a. To let fall or utter as in driblets. 

*533 More Debelt. Salem Wks. 947/1 In the second side 

of y a ,xx vi. lefe, he dribbeth in a word of spiritual dignity- 
1599 Nashe Lenten Stuffs (1871) 107 Proverbs . . which 
those, that have bitten with ill bargains of either sort, have 
dribbed forth, in revenge. 

lb. To let fall in drops or driblets. 

1682 South erne Loyal Brother Prol„ There’s not a 
Butcher’s Wife but Dribs her part, And pities the poor 
Pageant from her heart. 

C. ‘To crop ; to cut off, to defalcate. A cant 
word.* (J.) 

1693 Dryden, etc. Juvenal vir. 298 Merchants Gains 
come short of half the Mart, For he who drives their Bar- 
gains, dribs a part. 

d. To lead one little by little into something. 
a X700 Dryden Ovids Art Love 1. (R.), With daily lies she 
dribs thee into cost, That ear-ring dropt a stone, that ring 
is lost. 

4 . trans. To shoot (an arrow) so that it falls 
short or wide of the mark. 

*545 [implied in Dribber below). 1565; Golding Ovids 
Met. xiir. (1593) 295 Behold how hee. .dribs his arrowes up 
and downe At birds. 1572 Chu rchy ard To Rdr. in J. Jones 
Bathes of Bath, At rouers they but shot theyr Shafts, and 
dribbed wyde a skore. 1592 Lyly Galathea itr. iv, O Venus 
.. well shalt thou know wliat it is to drib thine arrowes 
up and downe Diana’s Ieyes. 

Hence Dribbed, 15 ribbing ppl. adjs. j also 
Dribber, one who dribs his arrows. 

1545 Ascham Toxoph. (Arbi) 94 So if a man be.. neuer 
so wel taught in his youth to shote, yet if he giue it ouer, 
and not use to shote . . he shal become of a fayre archer, 
a stark squyrter and dribber. 2581 Sidney A sir . 4 r Stella . 
ii, Not at the first sight, nor yet with a dribbed shot Loue 
gaue the wound. , 

Drib, sb. Sc. and dial. [f. Drib v, f or perh. 
more immediately deduced from dribble, driblet, 
which appear much earlier.] A drop, a petty or 
inconsidemble quantity ; a Drjblep. 

<71730 Ramsay Ode fr. Horace , That mutchkin-stoup it 
bauds but dribs, a 1745 Swift On Gibbs' Ps « (T.|, Do not, 
I pray thee, paper stain With rhymes retaird in dtibbs. 
18x9 W. Tennant Papistry Storm'd (1827) 172 And gust 
our gabs w? dribs o’ wine. x86a Lincoln Let. to McClellan 
25 May in Raymond Life (1864) 241 We are sending such 
regiments and dribs from here and Baltimore as we can 
spare to Harper’s Ferry. 1875 Sussex Gloss., Drib, a very 
small quantity of anything. 


Bribbet,. olis. var. or misprint for Driblet. 

1659 G AUDEN Tears ofCh. u. xix. 243 Pittances .. slowly 
payd by dribbets and with infinite delayes. 

Dribble (drrb’l), V. [freq. of Drib v. ; in cer- 
tain uses associated: with or influenced fey Drivel zt] 

1 . trans. To let (anything) daw or fall in drops 
or a trickling stream ; to give forth or emit in drib- 
lets. lit. a ndjig. With out, forth, away . 

c 1589 Theses Martiniame 31, I thinke it well if I can 
drible out a Pistle in octauo nowe and then. x6osb Warner 
Alb. Eng. ix. Iii. (16x2) 236 Dribling Aimes by Art. <7 x7x2 
Swift Rules to Servants Wks. 1778 X. 275 Let the cook. . 
follow.. with a ladleful [of soup], and dribble it all the 
way up stairs. 2874 Green Short Hist. vii. 405 Elizabeth 
dribbled out her secret aid to the Prince of Orange. 

2 . absol. or intr. To let the spittle daw down 
over the chin, as young children and imbecile 
people often do. Hence also fig., «= Drivel. 

X673 Rules of Civility 6x Snoaring, sweating, gaping, or 
dribling. 1731 Mortimer in Phil. Trans. XXXVII. 167 
He . . had no Motion to vomit, but dribbled much. 1870 
Dickens E. Drood 114 The Lascar laughs and dribbles at 
the Mouthw Mod. Infants generally dribble when they are 
teething. 

3. intr. To flow down in small quantities or in 
a small and fitful stream ; to trickle. 

2599, 1637, 1669, etc. [see Dribbling]. 1784 R. R, Cheston 
in Med. Commtm. II. 6 She had perceived her water 
dribbling from her. 1802 Paley Nat. Theol xv. (1S30) 185 
Which receiver, .allows the grain to dribble only In small 
quantities into the; central hole in the upper mill-stone. *878 
Huxley Physiogr. 22 The water which falls upon the rock 
then dribbles through the little cracks* 
b. transf. and fig. 

1600-1672 [see Dribbling ppl. a. 3]. x86$ Carlyle 

Fredk. Gt. VII. xvin. v. 173 From about the end of June, 
the Reichs Army kept dribbling in. 

4 . traits. In Football, etc. To keep (the ball) 
moving along the ground in front of and close to 
one fey a rapid succession of short pushes, instead 
of sending it as far as possible by a vigorous kick. 
Also absol. 

1863 A. G. Guillem ard in Sport. Gas. Oct. ! FootbaIl\ The 
Eton game, when the ‘ long-behind ’ is dribbling the ball 
before his feet slowly forwai'd. x868 Football Annual 1 
‘ Dribbling as the science of working the ball along the 
ground by means of the feet is technically termed. 1871 A. 
G. Guillemard in Bells Life Apr., The Scottish forwards 
* gained not a little by their dribbling, which feature of the 

f ame is but seldom seen round London ’. x88o Times 12 
lov. 4/4 There is no more legitimate and scientific form of 
* football ’ than the ‘ drop-kick ’ and that ‘ dribbling ’ with the 
feet which now forms a most important part of the Rugby 
game. 1883 F. M. Crawford Mr. Isaacs viii. 165 To 
dribble it [the ball, at polo], along. 1887 Daily News xo 
Jan. 3/5 The English forwards dribbled the ball close up 
to the Welsh line and nearly scored. 

b. Billiards . To give (a ball) a slight push. 

1873 Bennett & Cavendish Billiards 253 To keep the 
white by the spot, and by the same stroke to dribble the 
red over the corner. 

1 5 . in Archery « Drib v. 4. Obs. 

1565 Golding Ovid's Met. xir. (1593) 293 Paris dribling 
out his shafts among the Greekes she spide. 1603 Shaks. 
Mcas.for M. 1. iii. 2 Beleeue not that the dribling dart of 
Loue Can pierce a compleat bosome. 16x2-15 Bp. Hall 
Con tempi., N. 7 \ iv. i, Prayer is an arrow .. if it be but 
dribbled forth of careless lips, it fall* down at our foot. 

Brifefele, sb. [f. prec. vb.] 

1 . A small trickling and barely continuous stream* ; 
a small quantity or drop of liquid. 

c 1680 [F. Sempill } Banishment Pov, in Watson Collect. I. 
T4 (JamAI..stour'd to Leith To try my credit at the wine; 
But [neer] a dribble fyld my teeth. 1785 Burns To a 
Mouse vi, The winter’s sleety dribble. 1836 Marryat 
Midsh. Easy xxxvlii. Teeth black with chewing, and always 
a little brown dribble from the left corner of his mouth. 
1885 Manch. Exam . 6 June 5/4 This stream is a mere lan- 
guid dribble from the side of the mountain, 
b. transf. and fig. 

1832 Westm. Rev. XVII. 403 note, As often^ as her apron- 
string breaks, the stones fall in such a direction as to form 
a dribble a 1871 R. Chambers Wheeskt I, These people. , 
attempt to work off ‘a great secret ” upon me, in their 
quiet way, dribble by dribble. 1871 L. Stbphem JPIaygr. ■ 
Enr. xii. (1894) 294 'Hie little dribble of Commerce * . never 
quite ceases. 

2 - Football. An act of ‘ dribbling v : see Dblb- 

BLE V. 4. 

1889 Pauline 34 When play was again resumed, the 
Modern forwards .. did a good dribble into the Classical 
twenty-five. *894. Westm. Gaz. 13 Mar. 5/3 He . . collided 
with an opponent, who had led a dribble down the field. 

3 . local. A field drain made of broken stones 
between which the water trickles. Cf. Rubble. 

*843 Jrnl. R.. Agric. Soc. IV.. n. 325, Stone drains ate 
various ; the most common here [in Wiltshirel are wall, and 
dribble or rubble. 1846 J. Baxter Libr. Pracf. Agric. 
(ed. 4) I.234 The dribble i* made with stones, .'broken about' 
the size.. used for roads, the drain about eight inches wide 
filled a foot high with the stones. 

t Dri'bblemeut. Obs. rare [f. Dribble 
ei. -f-MENT.] A dribbling. 

1599 Nash® Lenten Sinffe (1871) 23 To shun spight I 
smothered these dribblements. 

Dribbler (dri-bio*), [f. Dribble zl-h-br 1 .} 1 
One who dribbles ; e.g. at football. 

1835 Southey Doctor Interchapter vii. III. 5 The as- 
pirants and wranglers at the bar, the dribblers and the 
spit-fires. x868 Football Annual 1 The supporters of Foot- 
ball appear now to have arranged themselves ia two great 
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and distinct factions. . the * dribblers \ and the. .admirers of 
the running and hacking style. 1891 Lock to Lock Times 
24 Oct. 13/1 The centre man is a speedy dribbler and good 
shot at goal. 

Dri'b'bling, vbl. sb. [f. Dribble v. + ~ing L] 

1. A falling m a trickling stream or succession 
of drops or small quantities. 

1669 Pepys Diary 1 May, The day being unpleasing, .and 
now and then a little dribbling of rain. 1728 Woodward 
Fossils (J. , Semilunar processes on the surface, owe their 
form to the dribbling of water. 1790 J. C. Smyth in Med. 
Commutt. IL 316 The dribbling of urine, .ceased. 

b. concretely . That which is dribbled, or given 
forth in driblets ; a dropping. 

1599 A. M. tr. Gabelhouer's Bk, Pkysicke 95/1 Take sixe, or 
seaven sheepe dribbelinges, as fresh as the sheepe avoydeth 
them, ct 1666 A. Hrome Songs, Reformation (R.), Out of all’s 
ill-gotten store He gives a dribbling to the poor. 

2. Football. See Dribble v. 4 , 

Dri’bbling, ppl. a. [f. as prec. -f -ing 2 .] That 

dribbles (in various senses). 

1. Giving forth in driblets. 

1592 G. Harvey Pierce's Super. 14 Pidlinge and driblinge 
confuters that sitt all day buzzing upon a blunt point. 

2 . flowing out in a dropping stream, trickling. 

1627 Drayton Aginconrt 186 The Hower-gIas.se . . whose 

dribbling sands, .make mee too much to feele Your slacke- 
nesse hither. 1679 Wood Life (Oxf. Hist. Soc.) 1 1 . 460 
Dribling raine and mists. 1877 Farrar Days of Youth iii. 
29 JEt is no dribbling rivulet, .but a rejoicing river. 

fig. 16S6 Dryden Frol. Union two Companies (R.), We’ll 
take no blunderiug verse, no fustian tumor, No dribbling 
love from this or that presumer. 

3. Jig , Inconsiderable ; made up of petty or 
trifling items. 

1600 Holland Livy xxvi. xvii. 597 There passed some 
dribbling skirmishes Jevia proelia] betweene the.. Cartha- 
ginians, and.. the Romanes. 1630 R. Johnson's Kingd. $ 
Commw. 45 A long suit for a dribling debt. 1642 Milton 
Apol. Smect. (1851) 321 Small temptations allure but dribling 
offendors. 1672 E. Ravenscroft Mamamouchi , D. 1 stand 
indebted to you. Cr. A few dribbling sums, Sir. 

4. That allows saliva or moisture to flow from 
the mouth, as a dribbling child. 


Driblet, dribblet (drrbletb sb. [f. Drib v. + 
-let : association with dribble seems later.] 

1. ‘ A small sum, odd money in a sum ’ (J,). 

1632 Quarles Div. Fancies m. xxv. (r66o) 107 We crave, 

and crave a longer Day, Then pay in Driblets, or else never 
pay. 1633 T. Adams Exp. 2 Peter ii. X4 The high rate., 
that divers live at, can be maintained by no driblets. 1794 
Burke Sp, agst. Hastings Wks. XV. 41 They had received 
in little dribblets to the amount of ninety-five pounds. 1884 
Bowen in Law Rep. 28 Chancery Div. 16 A tenant who 
has paid his last quarter’s rent by driblets under pressure, 
t b. esp. A small or petty debt Obs. 

1591 Harington Orl. Fur. xliii. cxxxvi, And quite 
each other all old debts and driblets [Note— Driblets used 
for petty recknings}. 1600 Dekker Gentle Craft 18 Ide 
set mine olde debts against my new driblets. 1683 Dryden 
Thren. Angus xiv, So strictly wer’t thou just to pay, Even 
to the driblet of a day. 1798 Sporting Mag. XI. 104 Some 
other driblets, called Mebts of honour. 1867 Trollope 
Citron. Bar set II. Iviii. 151 A small mortgage and such 
like convenient but uninfluential driblets. 

2. A petty or inconsiderable quantity or part of 
anything. By {in') driblets : in petty portions at 
a time, little by little. 

1678 Phillips (ed. 4), Dribblets (old word), small portions 
or pieces. 1740 Dyche & Pardon, Driblet .. any small 
quantity or parcel of money, or any thing else. 1832 
Examiner 34/1 It is rumoured that the creation of peers 
is to be by dribblets. A drop-by-drop invigoration seems 
..absurd. 1862 Macm. Mag. Oct. 501 A hundred weight 
of fish to be sold in driblets, for a few pence 

3. A small quantity or dribble (of liquid). 

i860 G. H. K. Vac. Tour 141 A driblet of sour milk. 1871 
L, Stephen Playgr.Enr. iii. (1894) 77 Every driblet of 
water seemed to be inseparably connected in their minds 
with a drop of brandy. 

Hence v. intr ., to come in driblets. 

1659 Gauden Tears Ch. nr.v. 276 Biting poverty, .hardly 
to be relieved by those dribliting pittances. 

Driclie, var. form of Dree a., Dretch vf 
Driehte, -ine : see Dright, Brighter. 
Dricksie : see Drix, Druxy. 

Driddle, v. Sc. [Origin obscure: cf. diddle , 
piddle.~[ intr. * To work, walk, or act in a feeble, 
unsteady or uncertain manner/ (Jam. Suppl.) 

<11605 Montgomerie Fly ting w. Polwart 17 Thou art 
doeand and dridland like ane foule beast. 1785 Burns 
Jolly Beggars , A pigmy scraper, wi’ his fiddle, Wha us’d 
at trysts and fairs to driddle. # 1786 Ep. Major Logan 
11 bBntil you on a crummock driddle, A gray-haired carl. 

Dnde, obs. pa. t. and pple. of Dry v. 

Dridge, obs. form of Dredge sbP 
Drie, obs. form of Dree v ., Dry. 

Driech, driegh, var. forms of Dree a. 

Dried (dmid), ppl. a. [f. Dry v. + -ed R] 

1. Deprived of moisture, desiccated. Often with up. 

r? Psalter cl. 4 A dryid scyn. 1664 Evelyn 

Kal, Hort. (1729) 203 Pull off all crumpl’d dry’d Leaves. 
1771 Franklin Lett. Wks. 1887 IV. 4 o 3 A specimen of 
r I A , rn ®f lca I? dried apples. 1816 Byron Ch. Har. m. iii, 
o n «r t furro ^ of lon S thought, and dried-up tears. 
1837 W. Irvtng Capt. Bonneville III. 185 Keeping the 
dned meats for places where game might be scarce. 

2 . transf. and Jig. See the verb. 

1622 Fletcher Span, Cur. ur. ii, A man of a dride con- 
science. 1853 C. Bronte ViUette vi, A dried-in man of busi- 
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ness. 2885 G. Allen Babylon xiii, In a dried-up Indian 
military tone. 

Brier, dryer (droi-ai). [f. Dry w. + -erR 
The analogical spelling is drier, but dryer is app. 
more frequent in the technical applications in 2 and 
3 .] One who or that which dries. 

1. A thing that removes moisture. 

1528 Paynell Salerno's Regim. Q ivb, Olde dry nuttis, are 
greate driers. 1686 Goad Celest. Bodies 1. ii. 6 Wind is a 
Dryer, even as Frost a Cooler. 2756 C. Lucas Ess. Waters 
Ii. 73 Salt is justly deemed a drier. 1892 Pall Mall G. 11 
Oct. 7/2 The sun and air are good enough driers. 

lb. A person engaged in drying. Chiefly in 
combination, as fruit-drier . 

2. (dryer) A substance mixed with oil-paints to 
make them dry quickly. 

1840 Penny Cycl. XVII. 145/2 To all paint a little sugar 
of lead, or litharge (dryers), should be added to make it dry 
guick. 2859 Gullick & Timbs Paint. 208 All dryers, .have 
in some degree a pernicious influence on colours. 

3. (dryer) A mechanical contrivance or apparatus 
used to remove moisture ; a desiccator. 

1874 Knight Diet. Meek., Dryer , 1. The heated tables or 
cylinders which expel the moisture from the just-formed 
paper, in the machine. 2. The oven which evaporates the 
moisture from ceramic work. 1890 Kent Bulletin 145 Gibbs’ 
Patent Tea Dryer .. is suitable for drying corn, coffee, 
manure, hops, brewers’ grains and fruit. 

4. A substance that dries (quickly or slowly). 

1886 Longnt. Mag. VII. 379 Olive oil never dries, or at 

least is the worst drier known. 

Hence Dri’erman, dryerman, a man whose 
business it is to manage some drying process ; 
35ri*ery, Dryery, a drying establishment. 

1880 Daily Tel. 24 Feb.. Paper makers. — Two dryermen. 
1886 Pall Mall G. 5 Oct. 13/2 The largest and finest 
peaches going to the cannery, .the rest to the dryery. 

Drier, driest, comp, and sup. of Dry a. 
Briery, drieth, obs. forms of Dreary, Dryth. 
Brieve, -en, drif(e, drifF(e, obs, ff. Drive v. 
Drifat, var. Dryfat Obs. 
t Drift!©, drift©, v. Obs. [? Allied to Drib- 
ble.] X. traits . To utter in driblets. 

2592 G. Harvey Pierce's Super. 24 These pidlinge and drib- 
linge confuters .. with much adoe drifle-out as many sen- 
tences in a weeke as he will poure down in an houre. 

2. intr. ‘ To drink deeply ’ (Halliweil *. 

c 1645 T. Tully Siege Carlisle (1840) 15 The Garrison's 
excessive drinking, culled drifting. 

3. To rain fitfully or in sparse drops, as at the 
* tail ’ of a shower. Sc. Hence ©riffling vbl. sb. 

1639 K- Baillie Lett. # Jrnls. 11841) I. 220 Some jea- 
lousies did yet reniaine, as drifiling after a great shower. 

Drift (drift), sb. [Early ME. drift (not recorded 
in OE.) corresp. to OEris. drift (in ur-drift), 
MDu., Du .drift, MHG. trift, G. trift passage for 
cattle, drove, ON. drift snow-drift, (Sw., Da. 
drift) ; verbal abstract from drifan to Drive ] 

I. The action of driving, etc. 

1. The act of driving ; propulsion, impulse, im- 
petus. (Now rare or Obs. exc. as in b. or 2 .) 

<551300 Cursor M. 496 (Gfltt.) f>ar f>ai drey ful hard drift. 
c 2400 Sowdone Bab. 76 A dritt of wedir us droffe to Rome. 
c 1440 Promp. Parv . 132/1 Dryfte, or drywynge of bestys, 
minaius . 2523 Fitzherb. Surv. pb, As the whele gothe 
by drifte of water, a 1716 South (J.), A man being under 
the drift of any passion, will still follow the impulse of it. 
1721 Perry Daggenh. Breach 2 6 The Breach. . was stop'd 
by. .the drift of a Row of large Piles, drove near to each 
Other. 2858 Jrnl. R. Agric. Soc. XIX. ir. 296 Sheep for 
the Smithfield Monday market had to leave their homes on 
the previous Wednesday or Thursday week. Such a long 
drift, .caused a great waste of meat. 

b. Forest Law. The driving of the cattle within 
the precincts of a forest to one place on a par- 
ticular day, for the determination of ownersiiip, 
levying of fines, etc. (Cf. Drive v. 4 b.) 

1540 Act 32 Hen. VIII, c. 13 § 4 It shalbe laufull to the 
said lordis owners and possessioners of the said forresds 
and chaces. .to make like drifte of the said foresris, chaces. 
*598 Manwood Lawes Forest xv. § 2 (1615) 105/1 The 
Officers of the Forest, .did use to make two drifts of their 
Forest euery year. 1776 Customs Manor Epvoorth in 
Stonehouse Axholme 1 1839) 145 The Lord is entitled to 
make one drift of the commons, between May-day and 
Midsummer, in order to ascertain whose cattle are pastur- 
ing thereon. 2887 W. F. Collier V emails Rights on 
Dartmoor in Trans. Devonsh. Assoc. XIX. 382 The moor- 
man them proceeds to summon the venville tenants to join 
in the drift by blowing horns on the tors. 2894 Q. Rexu 
Apr. 418 Assisting at the ‘drifts* in which the horned 
cattle and ponies are collected, branded, and the ‘strays’ 
returned to their owners. 

f C. Arch. The horizontal ‘ thrust ? of an arch. 
2772 Hutton Bridges 60 The thickness of the pier neces- 
sary to resist the drift of the arch. Ibid. 9 x Drift, Shoot, 
or Thrust of an arch, is the push or force which it exerts in 
the direction of the length of the bridge. 1823 P. Nichol- 
son Pract. Build. 338. 

2. The fact or condition of being driven, as by a 
current ; the action of drifting; a slow course or 
current. Also fig. On or upon the drift ~ Adrift. 

156a J. Heywood Prov. <§• Epigr. (1867) 149 Beware 
dryfc to the woorst shore. 1633 T, James Voy. 100 We 
considered where we might haue the cleerest drift, .and let 
her driue. 2659 D, Pell Impr. Sea 305 Anchors give way, 
and so [ships] are most dreadfully put upon the drift. 2721 
Perry Daggenh. Breach 75 A considerable Frost and 
drift of Ice. . that Winter. 2860 Maury Phys. Geog. Sea § 107 


The effect of moderate winds.. is to cause what may be 
called the drift of the sea rather than a current. Drift is 
confined to surface waters. 1886 Pall Mall G. 18 Feb, u t 

There is a steady low-class labour drift into London. * / 

b. Naut. The deviation of a ship from its 
course in consequence of currents ; esp. in reference 
to its amount. 

2672 Narborough Jrnl, in Acc. Sev. Late Vov. 1. 

174 True Course, Drift and all Impediments allowU is Tetc I 
2793 Rennell in Phil. Trans. LXXXIIL 195 On the 31st 
of January, when lying to, 36 miles are allowed for 20 hours 
drift, to the north-west. 2859-62 Lewin Divas. Brit 82 
The maximum drift for a single tide [in the English Chan- 
nel] .. is eighteen miles, and the minimum nine miles. 

c. Gunnery. The constant deviation of an elon- 
gated rotating projectile in the direction of its 
rotation ; = Derivation A 

■ *864 Daily Tel. 4 May, The hexagonal shot is far more 
limited with regard to lateral drift or deflection than the 
other two kinds of shot. 1867 in Smyth Sailor's Word-bk. 

d. Siow movement of a galvanometer-need lej 
generally due to changes in tlie torsional elasticity 
of the suspending fibre. 

3. fig. Natural or unconscious course, progress, 
process (of action, argument, f time, etc.) ; esp. in 
reference to direction or probable result : Tendency. 

1549 Coverdale, etc. Erasm. Par. 2 Cor. 61 Since the 
drifte of myne epistle hath brought me to the visions and 
reuelacions of the Lorde Jesus. 2575 Laneham Let. (1871) 
46 Such a drifte of tyme was thear passed. 1594 T. B. 
La Primaud. Fr. Acad. 11. 5 That Epicurean doctrine, 
whose only drift is.. to turne men from all religion. 1796 
Burke Regie. Peace i. Wks. VIII. 173 The whole drift of 
their institution is contrary to that of the wise legislators 
of all countries. 2891 T. W. Reid Life Ld. Houghton I. 
x. 441 The general drift of affairs on the Continent. 

4. The conscious direction of action or speech to 
some end ; the end itself; what one is ‘driving at’ ; 
purpose, intention, object, aim. (Now rare, exc. 
in reference to speech or writing; see also b.) 

1526 Pilgr. Pcrf. (W. de W, 1531 1 168 b, To imagyn.. 
what is the dryfte of y kynge in his parlyament. 2602 
Warner Alb. Eng. ix. xlviii. (1612) 223 Our drift (quoth 
he) a Conquest is. 1781 Cowper Let. 29 Oct., My sole drift 
is to be useful. 1855 Tennyson Maud 1. iv. viii, The drift 
of the Maker is dark, an Isis hid by the veil. 

b. Meaning, purport, tenor, scope (of a speech or 
writing). Now the usual sense. 

1526 Pilgr. Perf. (W. de W. 1531) 1 Harde it is.. to per- 
ceyue the processe and dryfte of this treatyse. 1655 
Fuller Ch. Hist. ix. vii. § 17 The main drift and scope of 
these pamphlets.. was to defame and disgrace the English 
Prelates. 1768 Goldsm. Good-n. Man in. i, I see the 
whole drift of your argument. 1868 Helps Realmah vi. 
(1876) 124, I cannot see the general drift and purpose of 
the story. 

1 5. A scheme, plot, design, device. Obs. 

2513 More in Grafton Chron. (1568) II. 761 That drift was 
by the Queene not unwisely devised. 1538 Bale Thre 
Lawes 1462 Now wyll I contryue the dryfc of an other 
playe. 1603 Knolles Hist. Turks (1621) 647 Beware that 
by their wily drifts thou perish not. 2674 N. Fairfax 
Bulk $ Selv. 193 Those.. hallowed drifts, and everlasting 
well wishes for the happiness of. .sinful man. 

f 6 . Putting off, delay, procrastination. [Cf. 
Drive v. 22 .] 'Sc.. Obs. 

a 1558 Q . Mary A nsw. Thomworth in Keith Hist. Ch. Scot. 
(1734) App. 102 (Jam.) Scho intendit na drift of tyme, 2592 
JK. Bruce Eleven Serm , v. 5 a (Jam.) Lang drift and delay 
of thinges hoped for. 1632 Lithgow Trav. x. 484 The-.e 
promises, .were to be performed againe Michaelmasse. .But 
this day come he continued his drifts. 

II. That which is driven, 

7. A number of animals driven or moving along 
in a body; a drove, herd, flock, f flight (ol birds), 
T swarm (of bees) . Rarely of persons. Obs. or dial. 

c 2450 St. Cuthbert (Surtees) 5840 par ran sixten men in 
a dryft, 2486 Bk. St. Albans Fvj, ADryft of tame Swyne. 
2553 A bp. Hamilton Cateck. (1884) 32 Cursit is the drift of 
thine Oxin. 2613 Bp. Hall Holy Panegyrick 45 Whole 
driftes of quailes. 1735 De Foe Voy. round World (1840) 
316 Marks of cattle having passed there, as if they had 
gone in drifts or droves. 2816 Scott Let. to Morritt 16 May 
in Lockhart , To think of carrying off a drift of my neigh- 
bour’s sheep. 2828 Craven Dial., Drift, a drove of cattle. 

8 . A shower (of rain, snow, dust, etc.) driven 
along by the wind ; a driving mass. 

a 1300 Cursor M. 22462 par sal fall dun fra J>e lijft A 
blodi rain, a dreri drift. 2569 Saiir. Poems Reform. X. 320 
In snaw, sleit, drift, wind, froist, hailstanis and rane. 2595 
Shaks. John 11. i. 412 Gur Thunder . . Shall raine their 
drift of bullets on this Towne. 2725 Pope Odyss. vin. 12 3 
Drifts of rising dust involve the sky. 1842 Tennyson Talking 
Oak ii, The city lies, Beneath its drift ot smoke. 1886 Ruskin 
Praeterita 1 . 290 Exposed to drift, of rain under violent, .wind. 

b. An accumulation of snow, sand, etc., driven 
together by the wind. (In quot. 1645 applied to 
a bed or vein of metal.) Also transf. 

a 1300 Cursor M. 9932 J>ls castel . . quitter es J>an snau 
drift t]. a 2400-50 Alexander 1756 (Dubl. MS.) A flaw 
of fell snaw fallen . . fro j>e drifte. 1634 Sir T. Herbert 
Trav. 91 The sands by the fury of Tempests lies in great 
drifts, 1645 Quarles Sol. Recant, iv. 21 Hath Heaven 
enricht thy paynes with thriving drifts Of mighty Gold? 
26518 Fryer Acc. E. India <£• P. 300 Meadows White with. 
Drifts of Snow. 1865 Whittier Snow-bound 59 A smooth 
white mound the brush-pile showed, A fenceless drift what 
once was road. 1889 Daily News 12 Nov. 3/1 The appa- 
rent carelessness with which the folds have been drifted 
together. .The drifts are held by clusters of ostrich feathers. 
1893 Ibid. 10 Mar. 5/8 A drift of lovely lace fell over the 
large sleeves. 
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DRIFTIN' GLY. 


r 9. Floating matter driven by currents of water ; a 
floating log, or mass of wood, etc. so driven. 

1600 Hakluyt Voy. (1810) III. 530 Foure leagues from 
the lande, you finde. .many drifts of rootes, leaues of trees, 
[etc.]. 1627 Capt. Smith Seaman's Gram. ix. 43 A Drift is 

anything floating in the sea that is of wood. 1666 Dkyden 
Ann. Mirab . civi, Some log perhaps upon the waters swam, 
An useless drift. 1856 Emerson Eng. Traits, Voy. to Eng. 
Wks. (Bohn) II. 11 We crept along through the floating 
drift of boards, logs, and chips. 

10. Geol. A term applied (a) to any superficial 
deposit caused by a current of water or air ; also 
{b) spec. ( the Drift) to Pleistocene deposits of 
glacial and fluvio-glacial detritus, also known as 
boulder-day, and till ; diluvium. 

1839 Murchison Silur. Syst. 1. xxxvii. 509 Each region of 
the earth has its own superficial diluvia, produced by 
separate and distinct action; [for these] the unambiguous 
word drift is proposed. 1851 D. W ilson Trek. A nn . 1 1 863) 
1. i. 30 Accumulations of marine and fresh water shingle 
and gravel called drift. 1865 Lubbock Preh. Times Pref. 
(1878) 1 The Flint Implements of the Drift. 1869 R. B. 
Smyth Gold/. Victoria 609 Drift , loose sand or a very 
loose friable alluvial deposit met with in some places close 
to the washdirt. 1882 Geikie Text-bk. Geol.\u v. i. § 1. 
85S This ‘ glacial drift ’ spreads over the low ground of the 
glaciated districts. 1893 Gardiner Stud. Mist. Eng. 2 
These Palaeolithic men of the river drift. 
fig. 1878 W. P. Roberts Law $ God 44 In the Protestant 
dr ft may often be found . . the implements of Rome. 

b. attrib. 1847 Emerson Repr. Men , Plato Wks. (Bohn) 
I. 288 The mountain from which all these drift boulders 
were detached. 1865 Lubbock Preh. 'Times 323 This 
drift -age cone, .is about twelve times as large as that now 
forming. 1872 W. S. Symonds Rec. Rocks iv. 113 The 
removal of the drift deposits allows the underlying rocks 
to become visible. 

11 . a. A set of fishing-nets. b. A large kind of 
net used in the herring, pilchard, and mackerel 
fishery, extended by weights at the bottom and 
floats at the top, and allowed to drift with the 
tide; also called drift-net (see 19 c). 

1834 H. Miller Scenes fy Leg. xvii. (1857) 260 A complete 
drift of nets. 1844 W. H. Maxwell Sports «$• A dv. Scot/. 
(1855) 322 A drift of nets consists of from sixteen to twenty- 
six. 1854 H. Miller Sch. # Sckm. (1858) 440 Not a her- 
ring swam so low as the upper baulk of our drift. 

to. A fanciful name for a company of fishers. 

1481 Bk. St. Albans F vj b, A Drifte of fishers. 

12 . A series of piles driven in. 

1731 Perry Daggenh. Breach 75 The said Drift of dove- 
tail’d Piles. 90 A new Drift of Piles on the Thames side. 

13. Technical senses, a. A tool used for driving 
or ramming something (e.g. for driving piles), b. A 
steel tool for enlarging or shaping a hole in a piece 
of metal ; a drift-pin. c. 4 A priming- iron used to 
clear the vent of ordnance from burning particles 
after each discharge ’ (Smyth Sailor s Word- 6k .) . 
d. Ship-building (see 1 st quot. c 1850 ). 

X552 Huloet, Drift, betle, or malle, to dryue pyles or 
stakes, fistnca. 17x1 W. Sutherland Shipbuilder's Assist. 
164 Term-pieces ; the finishing Pieces, or those which 
terminate the Drifts. 1828 J. M. Spearman Brit. Gunner 
(ed. 2) 77 Needles, Quadrants, Wooden Drifts, c 1850 
Rudim. Navig. (Weale) 116 Drifts , those parts where the 
sheer is raised according to the heights of the decks or 
gangways, and where the rails are cut off and ended by 
scrolls. 1850 Weale Diet. Terms , Drift , a piece of har- 
dened steel, notched at the sides and made slightly taper- 
ing, .used for enlarging a hole in a piece of metal to 
a particular size by being d riven through it. 1864 W ebster. 
Drift, a tool used in driving down compactly the composi- 
tion contained in a rocket, or like firework. 1874 [see 
drift-pin in 19 c.]. 1881 [see Drift v. 6]. 

e. Ship-building. The difference between the 
size of a bolt and the hole into which it is driven, 
or between the circumference of a hoop and the 
circumference of the mast on which it is to be 
driven. (Ogil vie.) 

1792 Trans. Soc. Arts X. 227 Being a bolt of two drifts, 
[it] could not be driven out. 1823 Ckabb Techno l. Diet. 

III. A course or way along which something is 
driven. 

14. gen. A track, poetic and rare. 

<21711 Ken Hymnotheo Poet. Wks. 1721 III. 182 Birds., 
passing through the airy Drift. 

15. Mining \ etc. A passage 4 driven * or ex- 
cavated horizontally, for working, exploration, 
ventilation, or draining; esp. one driven in the 
direction of a mineral vein. See Driftway 3. 

1653 Manlove Lead Mines 159 They may cause [to he] 
open’d Drifts, and Sumps, X667 Primatt City $ C. Build. 
5 The conveniency of driving a drift or sougn, from the 
bottom of the hills to the sole of the Rake. 1708 J. C. 
Com pi. Collier (1845) 13 A Drift or Watercourse from the 
old Pits. x88x Raymond Mining Gloss, s. v., A drift follows 
the vtin, as distinguished from a cross-cut, which intersects 
it, or a level or gallery, which may do either. 

10. A lane or road along which horses or cattle 
are driven; = Driftway i. local. 

^ VELYN J 5ih Rep. Hist. MSS. Comm. App. 1. 132 
Why it should be made a common drift at all times, does not 
at all consist with . . convenience. 1847-78 in Halliwell. 
1865 W. White E. Eng. II. 79 I went.. diagonally, across 
the wheatfield, and presently struck the 4 drift', which has 
the appearance of an old pack-horse road. 1888 Rider 
Haggard Col. Quaritch i, The broad way that led to it . . 
was a drift or grass lane. 

17. S. Africa . [a. col. Du. drift.] A passage of 
a river ; a ford. 


2849 E. E. Napier Excurs. S. Africa II. 401 The road 
, . crosses two or three 4 drifts ’ or fords. 1852 F, F leming 
Kajfraria <18541 46 Where the road crosses a river, what is 
called a drift is made.. by clearing the bed o f the river of 
large stones, and cutting a sloping roadway through the 
banks on either side. 1856 C. J. Andersson Lake N garni 
320 The passage of the Orange river.. at what is called 
Zend lings Drift, or the missionary ford. 

IV. 18. Naut. Length of rope paid out before 
a fastening is made; length that a tackle will 
reach from it 8 fixed point ; distance so estimated. 

i860 H. Stuart Seaman's Catech. 47 Allow a fathom drift 
. . Bend it to the bunt becket, to allow the same drift as the 
buntlines. 2882 Nares Seamanship (ed. 6) 120 In ships 
with great drift between the fore and main yards, the boats 
are hoisted in. .with the launches purchase. 

V. 19. attrib. and Comb. a. gen., as drift- 
borer (see 2 5 ), -cloud, - current \ -?ail (see 13 d), 
- rain , -sand ; drift- covered, -strewn adjs. b. Geol. 
See job. 

1637 R. Humphrey tr. St. Ambrose n. 13 The drift sand, 
pible stones and gravell lying on the shore. 1749 J. Smith 
Voy. jDzVr.IL 141 To go to the Bottom of the Bay to search 
for drift Fins [i. e. whales], 1793 Smeaton Edystone L. § 238 
The dormant wedge or that with the point upward, being 
held in the hand, while the drift wedge or that with its 
point downward, was driven with a hammer. 1836 Uonseh. 
Words XIII. 544 Miners from Cornwall, drift borers from 
Wales. 1873 Bedford Sailor's Pocket-bk. iv, (ed. 2) 102 
The Drift Current is merely the effect of the wind on the 
surface of the water. 

c. Special combs. : drift-anchor, a floating 
wooden frame or the like, used to keep the ship’s 
head to the wind in a gale or when dismasted 
(called also drag-, sea-anchor) ; drift-boat, a boat 
for fishing with a drift-net ; drift-bolt (earlier 
drive-bolt) see quot. ; drift-fish., fish taken with a 
drift-net ; so drift-fisher , fishery, -herring, -sprat ; 
drift-keel - Bilge-keel; drift-mining, gold- 
mining carried on by making drifts (sense 15) 
along the detrital material in the channels of 
former rivers, now covered by more recent deposits; 
drift-net = sense 1 1 b (also attrib.) ; drift-netter, 
one who fishes with a drift-net ; drift-piece (see 
quot. 1850 and sense 13d); drift-pin, drift- 
punch. = sense 13 b; drift-road — Driftway i; 
drift-sail (see quot. 1627); drift-timber = 
Drift-wood ; drift-weed, {a) sea- weed drifted 
on shore by the waves ; {b) a name for the gulf- 
weed {Sargassa bacciferd ) and tangle ( Laminaria 
digitata) ; t drift- wind, a wind that chives or 
impels {obs.). Also Drift-ice, -way, -wood. 

1874 Knight Diet. Mech., * Drift-anchor. x88x Times 
27 Apr. 6/4 She had lost both her masts, and was riding to 
a drift anchor. 1851 Ojf c. Catat. Gt. Exhib. II. 800 
Model of. .the new Mevagissey *drift and fishing boat. 
1883 Leisure Hour 697/2 A drift-boat carries from eight to 
twenty nets. 2867 Smyth Sailor's Word-bk ., * Drift-bolts, 
commonly made of steel, are used as long punches for 
driving out other bolts. 1864 Glasgow v Daily Herald 24 
Sept., I have sold *drift-fish for 12$... both drift herring and 
trawled herring would he selling^ for 8^. Ibid ? 1 was 
a trawler when trawling was permitted, and a *drift fisher 
as well. 1869 Sir E. J. Reed Shipbuild. ii. 43 Side-keels 
..[also] known as 4 *arift-keels ’, ‘auxiliary-keels’, ‘bilge- 
keels’. 1848 C. A. Johns Week at Lizard 43 At nightfall 
the nets are set either across or parallel to the tide and 
suffered to drift with it, hence they are called 4 *drift nets’. 
1885 Times 25 May 9 Line and drift-net fishermen. 17x1 
W. Sutherland Shipbtnlder’s Assist. 75 Term Pieces or 
*Drift Pieces sided. rx8so Rudim. Navig. (Weale) 116 
Drift-pieces , solid pieces, fitted at the drifts, to form the 
scrolls. 1874 Knight Did. Mech., * Drift-pin, a hand tool 
of metal driven into a hole to shape it ; as the drift which 
makes the square socket in the watch-key. 1869 Sir E. J. 
Reed Shipbuild. x. 198 When the holes are badly punched 
the workman drives in a steel *drift-punch. .and the plate 
is thus forced and torn and the holes enlarged, 1627 
Capt. Smith Seamans Gram. vii. 31 A *Drift saile is onely 
vsed vnder water.. to keepe the Ships head right vpon the 
Sea in a storme, or when a ship driues too fast in a current. 
17*7-3 x Chambers CycL, Drift -sail., is generally used by 
fishermen, especially in the North-sea. 1850 Lyell 2 nd 
Visit U. S. II. 140 To visit the mouths of the Mississippi, 
and see the banks of sand, mud, and *drift timber, recently 
formed there. 1845 Darwin Voy. Nat. x. (18791 220 The 
high-water mark of *drift-weed on a sea-beach. 1612 iivo 
Noble K. v. iii, Waters, That ^drift-winds force to raging. 

Drift, v. [f. prec. sb.] 

1. intr. To move as driven or borne along by a 
current; to float or move along with the stream or 
wind ; = Drive v. 26 . b. Of snow, sand, etc. : To 
collect in heaps driven together by the wind. 

7 a x6oo Robin Hood 6x Cam dryfting owyr the ley. 1762 
Falconer Shipwr. 11. 185 Drifting fast on Grecia’s rocky 
strand. 1828 Scott F. M. Perth xxiv. We must let her 
drift with the current. 1869 Phillips Vesica, iii. 67 Columns 
of smoke and ashes which drifted to the south-east. 1894 
J. T. Fowler Adanman Introd. 66 Beds of sand, which 
drift like snow. 

C. transf and fig. To move or pass passively or 
aimlessly ; to be carried involuntarily or without 
effort in some course or into some condition. 

1822 Hazutt Table-t. Ser.w. i, (1869) 8 Drift with the 
tide of nonsense. 1865 R. W. Dale Jew. Temp. xi. (1877) 121 
They.. were fast drifting towards apostasy. 1885 Mauch. 
Exam. 30 Mar. 5/2 Content to let things drift. 

2. trans . To drive or carry along, as by a current 
of water or air; to blow into heaps (snow, sand, etc.). 

a x6x8 Sylvester Mem. Mortality 11, iv, Time flits as 


Winde .. Who knowes what ills it every moment drifteth. 
1748 F, Smith Voy. Disc. J. 16 6 In Places where the Snow 
is drifted by the Wind. 1856 Froude Hist. Eng. (18581 1.Jv. 
334 Into civil war the nation had no intention of permitting 
themselves to be drifted. 1869 E. A. Parkes Tract . Hygiene 
(ed. 3) 296 Can malaria be dr.fted to the place in any way ? 

3. trans. To cover with drifts (of snow, etc.); 
also intr. for reft, to become covered with drifts. 

a 2831 Morn Poems, Birth Flowers xvii, When Winter 
drifts the fields With snow. 1864 Lowell Fireside Tray. 
250 The sides of the road were drifted with heaps of wild 
hawthorn and honeysuckle. 1892 W. Pike Barren Gr. N. 
Canada 105 Our tracks had drifted up. 

+ 4 . trans. To put off, delay, defer ; = Drive v. 
22 . Sc. Obs. 

1384 J. Carmichael Let. in Wodr. Soc. Mi sc. (1844) 434 
To drift time awhile, 1388 A. King tr. Cauisms’ Catech 
Confession 3 To drifte to do pcenance for oure sinnes quhil 
the houre of deathe. 26x9 Z. Boyd Last Battell (1629 237 
(Jam.) If thou delay and drift him vntill morrow. 

t 5. To drive at, aim at, try to effect. Obs . 

1602 Warner Alb. Ping. xii. lxix, (16121 291 Not sooner 
Dorcas had deuis’d, but Elenor it drifts. Ibid., Epitome, 
Which Elfrick ..drifted the murther of King Edmund, a 161S 
Sylvester Cu/> of Consolation 16 Dark Limbo’s Potentate 
Drifts Man’s destruction. 

0 . Mech. To form or enlarge (a hole) with a 
drift (Drift sb. 13 b. 1 ) 

x86g Sir E. J. Reed Shipbuild. xix. 415 Drifting unfair 
holes would be considered bad work. x38x Greener Gun 
231 The hole is drifted from round to square by knocking in 
different-sized drifts. 

7. {Mining.) intr. To excavate a drift (see Drift 
sb. 15) ; trans. to excavate a drift in ; = Drived. 10. 

1864 in Webster. 1872 Raymond Statist. Mines f 
Mining 179 They have sunk a shaft.. over 50 feet, and 
intend to go to a depth of 200, drifting east and west at 
100 feet. 1884 Harper's Mag. Mar. 324/x It is tunnelled 
or * drifted ' as in one of the hill-side mines. 

Hence DriTted ppl. a. 

2726-46 Thomson Winter 285 Impatient flouncing through 
the drifted heaps. 1778 T. Hutchins Descr. Virginia tyc. 
31 The Channel is obstructed with .Islands, formed by 
trees and drifted wood. 1847 Emerson Poems (1857) 47 
Struggling through the drifted roads. 1882 Daily lei. 4 
May, Sprung landings held with unfair or drifted holes. 

Driftage (drifted 3). [f. Drift v. •+■ -age.] 

1. The process or operation of drifting. 

2862 M. Hopkins Hawaii 414 There is always a driftage 
of the [sounding! line. 1867 Smyth Sailors Word-bk., 
Driftage, the amount due to lee-way. 1877 Le Conte 
Elent. Geol. (1879) 135 The rate of peat-growth depends 
upon, .the manner of accumulation, whether entirely by 
growth of plants in situ, or partly by driftage. 

2. cotter. Drifted material. (Cf. wreckage ) 

1768 J. Byron Narr. Patagonia (ed. 2) 63 No hopes of 
any valuable driftage from [the wreck]. 1833 Hawthorne 
Amer. Note-bks. 15 June (1885) 13 Among the heaps of 
sea-weed there were sometimes small pieces of painted 
wood, bark, and other driftage. 

Brrftal, a. rare. [f. Drift jA + -al.] Per- 
taining to or of the nature of drift. 

x8.. Allen in Coues Birds N.-W. (1874) xo The driftal 
debris adhering to the trees serves to mark the 4 high- 
water ’ line. 

Drifter (dri-ftor). [f. as prec. + -er L] a. gen. 
One who or that which drifts, b. Mining. A 
miner who excavates drifts (see Drift sb. 15 ). e. 
A boat or man engaged in fishing with a drift-net, 

1864 Daily Tel. 16 Aug. The lead of rich pay dirt was 
lost for a short time, but. .the drifters found it again. 2883 
Fisheries Exhib. Catal. 79 Model of Drifter for Herring 
Fisheries. 1887 Daily News 27 Sept. 4/6 The proposal . . 
that trawlers should fish only in the daytime, and drifters 
only during the nighttime. 

Drift-ice- [f. Drift sb.] Drifting or drifted 
ice; esp. detached pieces of ice drifting with the 
wind or ocean currents. 

1600 Hakluyt Voy . III. 65 (R.) We were greatly endan- 
gered with a piece of drift yce, which the ebbe brought 
foorth of the sounds. 1694 Acc. Sen. Late Voy. n. (1711) 
221 The Coast so full of drift Ice, that it is almost inaccessi- 
ble. 2772-84 Cook Voy. (1790) V. 1892 We spent the 
night standing off and on, among the drift ice. 2820 
Scoresby in Ann. Reg. ir. 1324 Drift-ice consists of pieces 
less than floes, of various shapes and magnitudes. 

Bri'ftmg, vbl. sb. [f. Drift v. + -ing 1 .] The 
action of the verb Drift, q.v. ; also concr. {pi.) 
that which is drifted. 

2822 Keats Isabella xiv, The rich-ored driftings of the 
flood. 2891 Echo 10 Mar. 3/3 The drifting has caused many 
roads to be impassable. 

•f b. Putting off ; lapse (of time). Obs. 

2610 J. Forbes Certain Rec. (1846) II. x. 496 No drifting 
of time sould cause them to alter. 

t c. Scheming, machination. Obs. 

2602 Warner Alb. Eng. xii. lxxv. (1612) 3x3 Italian 
Driftings, and such Sinnes. 

Dri fting, ppl. a. [f. as prec. + -ing 2 .] That 
drifts ; see the verb. 

X749 F. Smith Voy. Disc. II. 43 Intensely cold, with ex- 
cessive Frost and drifting Snow. 1847 Emerson Poems, 
Woodnotes Wks. (Bohn) I. 423 Drifting sand-heaps. 1890 
Boldrewood Col. Reformer (1891) 331 The gaunt, perish- 
ing seaman on the drifting raft. 

t b. Designing, aiming, scheming. Obs . 

2602 Warner Alb. Eng. ix. liii. (1612) 239 111 drifting 
Rome and Spaine. 

Hence Dri ftingly adv. 

1859 Ckamb. JrnL XI. X28 The fading clouds, all drift- 
ingly. Submerge. 1895 A. Austin in Blackw . Mag. 639/2 
To fish driftingly from one end of Lough Inagh to another. 


DRILL, 


DRIFT LESS* 

Driftland : see Cropland. 

Driftless (drrftles), a. ■ [f. Drift sb. + -less.] 
L Having no drift, purport, or purpose ; aimless. 
1806 W. Taylor in Monthly Mag. XXII. 536 The primi- 
tive m eaning ©f ambiguous therefore is drift less, a 1873 
I-L Taylor Antobiog. (1885) I. vi. 95 A reckless and drift- 
less conduct in life. 

2. Gcol. t ree from drift : see Drift sb. 10. 

1875 J. G eiki e GL Ice Agexxxii. 465 The ‘ driftless region * 
uf Wisconsin, Iowa, and Minnesota. 

Hence Bri'ffclessness, aimlessness. 

1801 W. Taylor in Monthly Mag. XII. 582 An apparent 
driftlessness of the events and characters. 

Driftway, drift-way (dri-few* 5 ). [f. Drift 
sb. + Way.] 

1. A lane or road along which cattle or horses 
are driven to pasture or market; a drove-road: 
see also qtiot. 1884. (In local use.) 

1611 Award cone. Holland Fen, Lincolnsh., The said 
commoners, .to leave a driftway for the cattle and beasts 
of the said Edward Dymocke. 1772 Rhode Jet. Colonial 
Rec. (1862) VII. £4, An Act empowering the several town 
councils, .to lay out drift-ways in their respective towns. 
1880 Williams Rights of Common 324 A way may be 
either a footway, or a bridleway, or a driftway for cattle. 
1884 Hale Christ m. in Narragansett xi. 41 * Driftway V. . 
is. . a cross-road to the sea by which the sea- weed, .may be 
hauled up to their homes. 

2. Naut. The amount by which a vessel drifts 
out of her course ; lee- way. 

1721 Bailey, Drift Way, (of a Ship) is the same as Lee- 
way. 1867 in Smyth Sailor's Word-bk. 

3 . Mining etc. - Drift sb, 15; also, a small 
gallery driven in advance of a tunnel, etc. 

1843 Penny Cycl. XXV. 371/2 The miners begin to exca- 
vate laterally by forming a heading or driftway along the 
level of the upper part of the tunnel. Sometimes such 
a drift is formed^ throughout the whole length of the tunnel 
before any part is opened out to the full size. 1861 Smiles 
Engineers I. 444 The excavations, .proceeded in opposite 
directions to meet the other driftways, .in progress. 

Drift-wood, driftwood. Wood floating 
on, or cast ashore by, the water. 

[1613 Purchas Pilgrimage f 1614) 743 They have no wood 
but drift.] 1633 T. James Pay, 26 There was great store of 
drift wood. 1780 Coxe Russ. Disc. 42 Forobieff built 
another small vessel with drift-wood. 1840 R. H. Dana Rtf. 
Mast xxiii. 72 1 We] made a fire ..with the drift-wood. 

Drifty (dri-fti), a. [f. Drift si. + -r.] 
tl. Full of secret aims ; wily. (Of. Drift sb. 5.) 
1571 Campion Hist. JreL it. ix. (1633) 106 Ormond was 
secret and drifty. 

2 , Characterized by drifts, of the nature of a drift 
2730 T. Boston Mem. xii. 435 That drifty day stopt 
a funeral. 1785 Burns Winter Night viii. Through the 
ragged roof and chinky wall, Chill, o’er his slumbers, piles 
the drifty heap! 1881 J. Russell Haigs xi. 301 The 
Thirteen Drifty Days in which the storm culminated in the 
month of February [1674]. 

Drifun, obs. pa. pple. of Drive v. 

.Dr fge, dri^e, drigh' e, obs. ff. Drt, Dree v, 
t Dri'ggle-draggle. Obs. exc. dial [Ile- 
duplicated f. Dbaogli with vowel-alternation ; 
Gf. dingle-dangle, etc.] A slut, slattern, drab. 
Also attrib., slatternly. 

1588 Fraunck Lawlers Leg, 1. vL 33 b, If there be any 
(Mggh draggle in Shrewsbury. 1393 Tell-Troth's N. Y. 
Gift 14 Those driggell draggells (whose wicked and las- 
civious lives have wasted their bodies). x 5 xx Florid, 
Zaccara, a driggle-draggle strumpet. x888 Elworthy 
W. Somerset Word-bk, Driggle-draggle, adv. and sb., in 
a slovenly, slatternly manner — specially applied to women’s 
dress ; also as an epithet. 

t Bright 1 . Obs. In i~ 3 drylit, driht, 5 
driljfc. [OK. dry hi, driht multitude, army, people 
» OS. druht, OHG., MHG. truhl, ON. droit ; cf. 
Goth, ga-drauhts soldier ; f. drgogan to do, per- 
form, work, do military service; see Dree v.] A 
multitude, host, army. 

a xooo Caedmon's Exod. 78 ^ Drihta xedrymost. cx 203 
Lay. 92 pes due mid his drihte to hare s«e him droh. 
a 1400-30 Alexander 3868 Dragons dryfes doun o drht fra be 
derfe hiliis. . 

b. attrib. and Comb , as drightfare, march of 
a host, procession, throng; drightfolk, people, 
army ; drightman, warrior. (OE. and early ME.) 

«iooo Caedmon's Exod. , 34 pa vwes . . deaSe ^edrenced 
drilttfolca mzest. cxz 03 Lay, 14715 Hengest gon to flonnen 
mid al his driht-momnen. ibid. 16584 He wende in to 
Gnninges-burh mid his driht folke. a 1223 Mg. Kath.x 852 
Wi 5 swuch dream & drihtfare as drthtin deah to cumene. 

Dright * : see Drightin. 

Bright© : see D retch vi 1 
+Bri*ghtm, -ten, abbrev. dright. Obs, 
Forms: a. 1-4 drihten, 3 driven, (Orm.) drihh- 
tiu, drittin, 3-4 dxigtin, drihtin, 4 drightinn, 
-un, dri^tyn, dxy:jt(t)yn, 4-5 drijtine, drigh- 
tm(e, dryghtyn(e, 5 drichtine. B. 3-4 driht (e, 
3 dryght, 3-4 drichte, 4 dright(e,- drytte, 4-5 
dryi}t(e. [OE. diyhten, driht en « OS. drohtin , 
OFris. drochten , OHG. truhtin , ON. drdttinn, f. 
dry hi, Dright t with suffix -ino-z : cf. Goth, kin- 
dins governor, L. dorninm , etc.] A lord, ruler, 
chief ; spec., the Lord God, or Christ. 

«• BeewulfjTh..) 2973 Geata dryhten. Ibid. 3113 Wit 13 
Drihten rodera -rasdencL ■ ,c boost Mu>wc Exod. xx. 10 ,Se 
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seofoha ys Drxhtnes reste das H nes Codes, c 1x75 Lamb. 
Horn, s Iblesced he he her cumej? on drihtenes nome. ; 
cx sQo Trim Coil, Horn, x 09 Ure drihten christ. ^ woo 
Cursor M. 52x7 I am dr^ttyn hi faders god and al-so pine, j 
’^1400 Merle Arth. 664 To clye at Dryghtyns wylle, : 
c 1473 Raif Coiljear 856 Now thankit be Drichtine. 

j 3 . c J2oo Trin.CoU Horn. 187 Marne mannisshe foheden ; 
ure drihte. cx 250 Hymn to God 5 ibid. App. 258 r olkes j 
fader, heouenliche drichte. a 1300 Cursor M. x 1000 I horn 
grace o dright. <71315 Shokeham 33 Bye drytte. c 1300 
Sir Ferumb. 407 So helpe \>e py dri3te 1 <?* 45 ° Myrc 

1470 To burye the dede as byd owre dry^t. 

t Hence (only in OE. and early ME.) : ISri'ght- j 
ness (drihtnes.se), majesty, godhead ; Bri/ght- j 
fu.1, Bii-ghtlike (drihtlic) adjs., lordly, noble. 

Beowulf { Th.) 2320 Hie. .drihtlice wif to Denum feredon. 
a xooo Caedmon’s Gen. X843 Him drihtlicu mass .. puhte. i 
c 1175 Lamb, Horn, xox preo on hadan and an god. .on ane 
drihtnesse and godnesse. <7x203 Lay. 24762 Al jn dnhthche 
uolc, <2x225 Leg. Kath. 1123 He ne Josede..undedlich- 
11 esse onont his drihtnesse. a 1223 Juliana 13 pe dnhtfule 
godd apollo mi lauerd. 

Drih, Brijfe, obs. if. Dree a. Drive v. 

Drill (dril), sbf Also 5 drylle, 7 dril, drille. 
[In sense 2, goes with Drill v.% ; sense 1 offers 
difficulties, and is not certainly the same word.] 

tl. A small draught (of liquid). Obs. rare, 

c 1440 Promf. Parv. 132/1 Drylle, or lytylle drafte of 
drynke, kaustitlus, 

2. A (? trickling) rivulet or small stream ; a rill. 

1641 G. Sandys Par of hr. Song Sol. iy. ii, Those living 
Springs,. Whose Drills our plants with moisture feed. 1719 
De Foe Crusoe x, Meadow-land, .which had two or three 
. .drills of fresh water in it. X75X R. Paltock P. Wilkins 
xxxiv. (1883) 93/1 Coming to my drill’s mouth, I fixed my 
implements for a draft there, 1819 G. Samouellk Entomol. 
Compend. 3x3 The drills in marshes should be examined. 

Drill (driL, sb:' Also 7 dril. [In sense 1 prob. 
immed. a. Du. dril , drille. , in same sense (in Ivilian 
3 599? and prob. in MDu ,), i. dnlleni see Drill 
z>. 3 ; in other senses app. from the vb. in Eng.] 

I. Mechanical and technical senses. 

1. An instrument for drilling or boring ; applied 
to contrivances of many kinds for boring holes in 
metal, stone, and other hard substances, from a 
pointed steel tool to an elaborate drilling machine. 

16 ix Cotgr., Trap fan, a Stone-cutters Drill, the toole 
wherewith be bores little holes in marble, &c. x688 R. 

Holme Armoury in. 322(1 The Drill is a shaft or Jong Pirn 
of Iron with a Steel point. 1703 Moxon Mech. Exerc. 6 
Drills are used for the making such Holes as Punches will 
mot conveniently serve for. 1879 Cassell’s Techn. Educ, 

I. 185 The drill Is a revolving cutter . . to form circular 
holes in iron or other material. x88x Raymond Mining Gloss, 
s.v.. The ordinary miner’s drill is a bar of steel, with a chisel- 
shaped end. 

2. A shell-fish which is destructive to oyster-beds 
by boring into the shells of young oysters ; a borer. 

x886 Set. Ainer. Suppl. XXII. 8868 The little littorbias „ 
the destructive 4 drill ’ which works its way into the shell 
of the young oysters. 

3. Manner or style of drilling, or in which a hole 
is drilled. 

1840 Loncf. Kavanagh 22 He., said the drill of the 
[needle s] eye was superior to any other, 

IX. Military and derived senses. 

4. The action or method of instructing in military 
evolutions ; military exercise or training ; with a 
and pi. an exercise of this nature. 

<2x637 B. Jonson Under7t>oods Ixit 29 He that but saw 
thy curious captain’s drill. Would think no more ofVlushing, 
or the Brill. 1809 Wellington 24 June in Gurw. Desp.yJ , 
463, 1 propose to give the best drilled of the seven battalions 
conning to Portugal, in order to assist in your drills. 1859 
Jephson Brittany ii. 15 A company of soldiers, .at drill. 

5. One who drills (others) ; a drill-master. 

18x4 Scott IVav. Ixii, Her husband was nay sergeant- 
major ..and got on by being a good drill. 1894 D. C. 
Murray Making of Novelist 57 The various drills laboured 
at him like galley-slaves. 

6. fig. Rigorous training or discipline; exact 
routine; strict methodical instruction. 

1813 W. H. Ireland Scribbleomania 51 Thy worn quill 
Too often hath needed Apollo’s sharp drill. 1873 Emerson 
Lett. 4 Sac. Aims, Eloquence Wks. (Bohn) III. 194 This 
wise mix ture of good drill in Latin grammar with good drill 
in cricket, boating, and wrestling. 

III. 7 . attrib. and Comb. a. Pertaining to a drill 
or boring instrument, as drill~hole t -holder, - room , 
-spindle, -string; drill-like adj. ; drill-barrel, a 
cylinder round the shank of a drill, oa which the 
string of the drill-bow works ; drill-bow, a bow 
used for working a drill ; drill-chmcR, -extractor, 
-gauge, -jar, -pin, -plate ( ~ Breast-plate 3 b), 
-press, -stock (see quota). 

1703 Moxon Meek. Exerc. 6 The bigger the *Drill-barrei 
is, the easier it runs about, bat less swift.,. . You must, .keep 
your -Drill-Bow straining your String pretty stiff. 1865 
LuEBoac / > ^a 4 , Times x. iy. (1869) 513 The Daeotahs used a 
drill bow for the purpose of obtaining fire. 1874 Knight 
Diet. Mech.; * Drill-chuck, a chuck m a lathe or driliing- 
machine for holding the shank of the drill. JkuL, * Drill* 
extractor, a tool or implement for extracting from deep 
borings a broken or a detached dralL Ibid., * Drill-gage, 
a tool for determining the angle of the basil or edge of a 
drill. Ibid., * Drill-jar, a., stone or well-boring tool in which 
the tool-holder is Bfted and dropped successively. 1698 
Ballard in Phil. Trans. XX. 420 Little. .*drill 4 lke pieces 
: of Steel. ' ■ 1830' 'Chubb ' Locks fy Keys 13 The Mrifi pins, of 
the locks,' and die pipes of the keys, *874 Knight Diet, 


Mech., Drill-pin, a pin in a lock which enters the hollow 
stem of a key. 1703 Moxon Mech. Exerc, 7 ‘Drill-Plate, 
or Breast-Plate, .to set the blunt end of the Shank of the 
Drill in, when you drill a hole. 1864 Webster, * Drill- 
press, a machine-tool embodying one or more drills for 
making holes in metal, 1838 Simmonds Diet. Trade. 

* Drill-stock, the holdfast for a metal drill. 1703 Moxon 
Mech. Exerc. 6 You may sometimes require, .several *Drill- 
strings ; the strongest Strings for the largest Drills. 

b. Pertaining to or connected with military drill, 
as drill day, -ground, - instructor , -master, -purpose, 

- room ; drill-sergeant, a non-commissioned officer 
who trains soldiers in military evolutions. 

1831 Jane Porter Sir E. Seawards Narr. II. 169 After 
these arrangements, *drill-day came. 1844 Regul, $ Ord, 
Army 120 In the Barrack-Yard or *Drill-G round. 1878 
A. Arnold in Contemp . Rev. June 28 The. .^drill-instructor 
has never before him the same body of men. 1869 Spurgeon 
Treas. Dav. Ps. xviii. 34 The Holy Spirit is the great 
^Drill-master of heavenly soldiers. *803 {title) The Com- 
plete *Drill Serjeant. 2826 Miss Mitford Village Ser. n, 
11863) 265 Facing to right and left, under the command of a 
drill-sergeant. i 

Drill (dril), sb.z Also 7 dril, [perh. ad. native 
name.] A West African species of baboon, 
Cynocephahis leucoplums. 

1644 Bulwer Chiral. A iv, The dumb Ginnie Drills. 165a 
— Anthropomet. <1653) 439 This relation of Tulpius shows 
this creature to have been a kind of Ginney Drill, which this 
Michaelmas Ternie, 1652, I saw neare Charing Crosse., 
which Drill is since dead, and I believe dissected. 1654 
Cleveland Char. Diurnal-m. 12 A Diurnal 1 -maker is the 
antemark [antimask] of an Historian, he differs from him as 
a Drill from a man. 1656 Blount Glossogr., Dril.. a. large 
over-grown Ape, or Baboon , so called. 1726 Swift It cannot 
rain but it pours Wks. 1735 III. 1. 136 His ears . . he can 
move like a drill, and turn them towards the sonorous object 
1847 Carpenter Zooi. § 156 The Drill . . is rather smaller 
in stature than the Mandrill. .The face is black; but t!i$ 
beard is orange- coloured. 

Brill, sbA [Perh. the same word as Drill sb} f 
in its sense of rill, runnel: cf. the senses of Ger. 
ritle small furrow, drill, chamfer.] 

1 . A small furrow made in the soil, in which seed, 
is sown ; a ridge having such a furrow on its top; 
also, the row of plants thus sown. 

1727 Bradley Fam. Diet. s.v. Carnation, The seed may 
be sown . . in drills drawn cross a bed by a line. X772 T. 
Simpson Vermin-Killer 2, Field rats, .will . . run along the 
drills of peas. 1787 W inter Syst. Hush . 184 The drills were 
eight inches asunder. 1834 Penny Cycl I, 224/2 The seed 
sown by hand falls into the bottom of the drills. Mod. 
A drill of potatoes or turnips. 

2 . A machine for sowing seed in drills, now 
usually having contrivances for drawing furrows 
and for covering the seed when sown, 

1731 J. Tull Horse-hoeing Hush. xxii. 147 The Drill is 
the Engine that plants our Corn and other Seeds in Rows; 
it makes the Channels, sows the Seed into them, and covers 
them, a 1740 — in C. W, Hoskins Occas. Ess. (1B66) 102, 

I composed my machine. It was named a Drill, because 
when fanners used to sow their beans and pease into chan- 
nels or furrows by hand, they called that action drilling. 
x8i2 Crajbbe Tales 3 Wks. 1834 IV. 195 Com sown by 
drill, or thresh’d by a machine. x886 T. Hardy Mayor 
of Casterbridge xxiv, The new-fashioned.. horse-drill. 

8. attrib. and Comb., as drill-box, -culture, ,-kus» 
bandry, -man, - system ; drill-barrow, a barrow-* 
like contrivance for sowing in drills ; drill-harrow 
(see quot.) ; drill-machine, -plough — sense 2. 

1805 R. W, Dickson Pracf. Agric. (1807) I. 28 The *drill- 
harrow is .. well adapted for, sowing some grains and small 
seeds. 1733 Chambers Cycl. Supp., Drill, or *Drill-Box f 
1847 Craig, Drill-box, the box in a drill-machine which 
contains t he seed. Ibid., * Drill-harrow, a small harrow . . 
used between the drills or rows for the purpose of extirpating 
weeds. *784-5 Ann. Reg. 59/2 *Drill husbandry is . . the 
practise of a garden brought into the field. 1807 Vancouver 
Agric. Devon (1813) 120 * Drill-machines, attached to the 
ploughs .. or used with a horse or by hand. *73? J- Tull 
Horse-hoeing Hash, xxiii. 166 The * Drill- Plow which makes 
the Channels fora treble Row of Wheat. *847 Jml. R. 
Agric, Sec. VII I.i. 63 A drill-plough, which drills the seed; 
and covers it in with the furrow turned by the plough. 

Drill (dril), sbf Abbreviated form of Drilling 
sb. [Cf. Ger. drdl (Brem. Wbiterb.).] 

1743 Lend. # Country Brew. tv. (ed. 2) 315 A Sort of 
Cloth called Drill. 1851 Ofc. Catal. GL Exhih I. 99 
Drills, and other Twilled Linens. *867 Ball Mall G. xs 
Jan. 7/1 In cotton goods. .America takes a high position m 
two descriptions, drills and sheetings. 
attrib, x88s Bret Harte Flip i, His light drill garments, 
t Dr ill , tf. 1 Obs. (exc. dial.). Also 4 drib 
[Appears ' first in ME. : ' origin unknown.] ■ . \ 

1 . tram, and absol. To delay, defer, put off. 

<2x300 Cursor M. *6390,, '(Cob#)' ; Selaitb vs thine o 

pilate, wit drighrin for to drill [GStt. wid dreching for tp 
drill] W.e haf vs chosen nu : baraban, him haf algat we will. 
Ibid. 237x5 pe ded ai wen we for to dril. 

2 . To drill away, on, out ; to protract, lengthen 
j out ; ■ to fritter away., spend aimlessly (time).. 

a 1656 Ussher Ann. vl (1658) 464 Purposely drilling out 
the time, hoping to enciine the Senate to favour his designe. 
1668 Etheredge She wou'd if she cow'd 11. i, We must drill 
away a little time here. 167a Marvell Reh. Transp. I. 300 
They drill’d things on, till they might [etc.]. *7x9 DTJrfey 
Pills (18721 V. x8o He drills on his Evil, then curses his Fate, 
And bewails those misfortunes himself did create, a 1745 
Swift (Webster, 1864) This accident hath drilled away the 
whole’ summer. 1751 R. Paltock /’, Wilkins xxx, (1883# 
84/2 One pretence or other, .of drilling on the time till the 
daric. : weh’i»r' i is dferi: 

8. To lead, allure, or entice (a person) on from 
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one point to another (in time or action j ; and so * 
to put off (cf. i). 

1669 Marvell Carr. iii. Wks. 1872-5 II. 270 So speedily 
as they may not have drilled you on beyond the time of 
prosecution, a 1688 Villiers (Dk. Buckhm.) Poems (1775) 
141 Nor is it wit that drills the statesman on To waste the 
sweets of life, so quickly gone. 1711 Addison Specif No. 
89 p 1 She has bubbled^ him out of his Youth .she drilled 
him on to Five and Fifty, and.. she will drop him in his 
old Age. 175s Gray Lett. Wks. 1884 II. 231 He drilled 
him on with various pretences, 

4 . To draw or entice (a person) in, into a place; 
also on, along , out of a thing. 

166a Hickeringill Wks. (1716) I. 296 Drilling in the 
rabble with their . . buffooneries. 1681 Ibid. 187 To drill 
Men out of their Estates. 1673 R. Head Canting Acad. 
72 [He] was pickt up by a pack of Rogues in the streets 
and drilled into a Tavern. 1696 Aubrey Misc. (1721) 97 
Havingdrill’d his Wife along ’till became to a certain Close 
. .he threw her by Force into the Water. 1697 Dampier Voy. 

1. v. 114 They drill'd them by discourse so near, that our 
men lay’d hold on all three at once. 

5. inir. To slip away, vanish hy degrees, dial. 

C1315 [see Adrylle]. 1847-78 Haluwell, Drill.. to 

slide away. Kent. 1887 Kentish Dial. (E. D. S.), Drill , 
to waste away by degrees. 

t Drill, vA Obs . [Etymology of this, and the 
cognate Drill sb. 1 , uncertain. The verb is iden- 
tical in sense with Trill, frequent from Chaucer 
onward, and may be an altered form of it. Cf. also 
Ger. trillen to flow whirling or rolling, cited by 
Grimm from a 17th c. writer, and taken by him as 
a sense of drillen to turn.] 

1 . intr. To flow in a small stream or in drops ; 
to trickle, percolate; to drip. 

1603 Florio Montaigne 1. xlix. (1632I1 162 In summer 
they often caused cold water . no drill upon them as they 
sate in their dining chambers. 1609 Heywqod Brit. Troy 
(N.), Swift watry drops drill from his eye. 1782 A. Monro 
Anat , Bones, Nerves 62 The liquor, .drills down upon the 
membrane of the nose. rejl. 1634 Sir T. Herbert Trav. 
209 Water, .gently drils it selfe from the high Rocks. 

2 . transf. and fig. To be derived, spring, flow. 

1638 S1R T. Herbert Trav. fed. 2) in Chaldy, Arabick, 

and Siriack drilling from the Hebrew. 

Hence Drilling vbl. sb. and ppl. a. 

1634 Sir T. Herbert Trav. 2x4 Full of shadowing trees, 
and drilling Rivolets. 1665 J. Webb Stone H eng (1725) 

2, ; 6 The drilling down of the Water., from the.. Hills. 
1741 Monro Anat. Nerves (ed. 3) 86 A constant drilling of 
a glairy Mucus. 

Drill (dril), vA Also 7 dril, dry 11 , 9 Sc. 
dreel. [Known only from 1 7th c. ; cf. Drill 
sbA All the senses are found in Du. drillen to 
drill, bore ; to turn round ; to shake, brandish ; to 
drill, form to arms ; to run hither and thither; to 
go through the manual exercise, MDu. drillen to 
bore, turn in a circle, brandish ; cf. MLG. drillen 
to roll, to turn, MHG. and mod. Ger. drillen to 
turn, to round off, to bore, to drill soldiers. MHG. 
gedrollen ‘ rounded \ dralP (twisted) tight point 
to an old strong verb, of ablaut series *J>rell-,ft'alV, 
pnill-. The English verb and sb. were prob. from 
Dutch ; they are not connected etymologically 
with thrill, thirl , OE. Pyre Han, though sense 1 is 
identical in sense with it.] 

I. To pierce, bore, make a narrow hole. 

1 . tram. To pierce or bore a hole, passage, etc. 
in (anything) ; to perforate with or as with a drill 
or similar tool. (Said chiefly of personal agents.) 

1649 G. Dan i el T rinarch., Hen. V , clviii, The Stone 
dropt Sand; And the drill’d Alpes, became a Posterne 
which From Time loekt vp, noe foot had ever trode. 1697 
Dampier Voy. L xvi. 466 Twirling the hard piece between 
the palms of their hands, they drill the soft piece till it 
smoaks,. and at last takes fire. 1784 Cowper Task 1. 26 
Drill'd in holes,, the solid oak is found. 1833 Marryat 
P. Simple iv, Being drilled was to lie shot through the body. 
1871 P, H. Waddell Ps. xl. 6 My lugs ye hae dreel’d. 1879 
Jefferies Wild Life in S. Co. 213 Rabbit-holes drill the 
bank everywhere. 

b. intr. To pierce through. 

1674 N. Fairfax Bulk 4 Selv. 196 None of those rayes of 
other atoms.. come riding or drilling through both. Ibid. 61. 

2. To make or bore (a hole, etc.) by drilling. 

1669 Stormy Mariner's Mag. 11. 73 There must be a Hole 

drill’d. 1793 Smeaton Edystone L. § 36 The holes., 
appear to have, been drilled, into the rock by Jumpers. 
1858 Greener Gunnery 47 Drill a communication, and put 
in a nipple. 1890 Nature 4 Sept. 446/1 On August 28, 1859, 
the first well, drilled in the United States with the object 
of obtaining petroleum, was successfully completed. 

ii. t & tram. To turn round and round ; to 
whirl, twirl; in quot. 1681 to churn. Ohs. or dial. 

x6Bx R. Knox Hist. Ceylon 97 They skim off the Cream, 
and drill it in an earthen Vessel with a stick. 1847-78 
Halliwell, Drill, to twirl, or whirl. Devon. 

. HI. To train in military movements and exer- 
cise. [Found from 17th c. also in Du., Ger., Da. 
(Not in Kilian 1599; in Hexham 1678). Prob. 
from the sense * turn round ’.] 

4 . trans. To train or exercise in military evolutions 
and the use of arms. (‘ An old cant word/ J.) 

1626 Cart. Smith Accid. Vng. Sea-men 37 Drilling your 
men.. to ranke, file, march, skirmish, and retire. 1663 
Butler Hud. 1. iii. 445 The Foe appeal’d, drawn up and 
drill’d. 1842 Macaulay Fredk. Gt . Ess. (1887) 695 The 


business of life, according to him, was to drill and be drilled. 
Ibid. 709 He drilled his people as he drilled his grenadiers, 
b. intr. for reft, and pass. 

3848 W. E. Forster in T. W. Reid Life I. vii, 26 May, 
Large numbers of men are armed and drilling nightly. Mod. 
The regiment drills regularly every day. 

5 . transf. and fg. To train or instruct as with 
military rigour and exactness. Const, into, in, to, 
and inf. [Also intr. for ref.) 

1622 Massinger Virg. Mart. 11. ii, I hug thee.. For drill- 
ing thy quick brains in this rich plot 3794 Southey 
Botany Bay Eclog. iii. So I.. was drill'd to repentance and 
reason. 1798 Edgeworth Pract. Educ. (1811) I. 323 
Where boys are to be drilled in a given time into scholars. 
1842 [see 4]. 1853 Kane Grinned Exp . xxix. (1856) 254 We 
had drilled with knapsack and sledge, till we were almost 
martinets in our evolutions on the ice. 1856 — A ret. Expl. 
I. xxix. 389 Bear-dogs, .that had been drilled to relieve each 
other in the melee. 1873 Black Pr. Thule xii. 182 He had 
drilled her in all that she should do and say. 

6. a. To order or regulate exactly, b. To 
impart by strict method (a subject of knowledge), 
c. (See quot. 1894.) d. US. Railroads. To shunt 
(carriages, engines, etc.). 

1863 * Out da ’ Held in Bondages Drill Greek, and instil 
religious principles into them. 1877 Blackmore Erema Iii, 
To be a great lady.. and regulate and drill all the doings 
of nature. 1894 Labour Commission Gloss, s.v.. To drill a 
person is to refuse him employment for a certain period, say, 
a fortnight, as a punishment. 

Hence Prilled, Dri lling ppl. adjs. ; also Drill- 
imgly adv. , by way of drilling or boring. 

1649 Drill’d [see 1]. 3830 [see Driller 1 * 2 a]. 1831 

Blackw. Mag. XXX. 490 The moths drillingly devoured 
the manuscript, 1S79 Froude C&sar ix. 103 The superiority 
of the drilled Roman legions. 

Drill, vf [f. Drill sbA) 

1 . trans. To sow (seed) in drills, as opposed 
to broadcast ; to raise (crops) in drills. 

a 3740 [see Drill sbp 2]. 1788 G. Washington Lei. Writ. 
1891 XI. 223 As all my corn will be thus drilled, so . . I mean 
to put in drills also potatoes, carrots (as far as my seed will 
go), and turnips. 1837 Penny Cy cl. IX. 148/2 The crops 
which are now most generally drilled are potatoes, turnips, 
beans, peas, beet-root, cole-seed, and carrots. 

2 . To sow or plant (ground) in drills. 

1785 G. Washington Writ. (1891) XU. 225 A piece of 
ground . . drilled with corn and potatoes between. 1894 
Times 19 Mar. 11/1 He drilled two acres of land with this 
barley. 

Hence Drilled ppl. a. ; Drilling vbl. sb. 

17 66 Croker, etc. Diet. Arts s.v. Wheat , An Acre of 
drilled Wheat. 3767 A. Young Farmer's Lett. People 117 
The drilling method likewise promises great advantages. 
1806-7 A. Young Agric. Essex (1813) J. 100, 1 do not know 
that a drilled acre is superior in produce, at first, to a broad- 
cast acre. 1846 J. Baxter Libr. Pract. Agric. {td. 4) 1 . 241 
Drilling, now styled the ‘ New Husbandry,’ is in reality the 
primitive practice. x8 76 T. Hardy Etkelberfa (1890) xo8 
Like a drilled-in crop of which not a seed has failed. 

Drillable (drHab’T, a. [f. Drill vA + -able.] 
Capable of being drilled. 

3889 Spectator 16 Nov,, The Romans .. were the most 
drillable of peoples. 1892 Sat.* Rev. 5 Mar. 264/1 The 
German h is always been an admirably drillable animal, 

tBriTler 1 . Obs. rare - 1 . [?f. Drill v. l + 
-ER !.] ? One who entices or allures (sc. into evil), 

1652 J. Tatham Commend. Verses to Bronte's Joviall 
Crew , But Shakespeare the Plebean Driller, was Founder’d 
in 's Pericles, and must not pass. 

Driller 2 (dri-lax), [f. Drill v.% + -er h] 

1 . One who drills holes in metal, stone, etc. 
b. A machine or contrivance for this purpose. 

1835 Ure Philos. Manuf. 21 The dexterous hands of the 
filer and driller. 1870 Eng. Mech. 28 Jan, 480/1 A driller 
[2. e. toolj, . will bore the holes. 

2 . a. One who drills others; a drill-master, 
a drill instructor. Also transf. 

1830 Gen. P % Thqmpson Exerc. (1842) I. 251 The drillers 
. . were made liable to transportation . . the drilled, to fine, 
and imprisonment. 3870 Lowell Among my Bks. Ser. 1. 
(1873) 177 The great authors of antiquity .. degraded from 
teachers of thinking to drillers in grammar, 
b. One who practises military drilling. 

1848 W. E. Forster in T. W. Reid "Life ( 1888) I. 24S The 
soldiers . .were called out to help the specials to arrest some 
drillers, 1890 C. Martyn W. Phillips 260 A prominent 
driller in the * awkward squad \ 

DriTler 3 . [f. Drill vA +-erK] One who 
sows seed by drilling. 

1788 Trans. Soc. A rts VI. 78 A practical Driller. 3837 
Penny Cy cl. IX. 149/2 The farmer finds horses and seed, 
and the driller finds the machine. 

Drilling (dri*liq\, sb. [corruption of Ger. 
drillich, MHG. drilich, drilch threefold, ad. L. 
trilicem ( trilix ), f. L. tri- three + licium thrum, 
thread,] A coarse twilled linen or cotton fabric 
used for summer clothing, etc. Also attrib. 

1640 in Entick London (17 66) II. 168 Gutting and spruce 
canvas drillinges. 1753 Hanway Trav. (1762) I. n. xiv. 63 
Making sail-cloth, sheetings, ravenducks and drillings. 1861 
Du Chaillu Equal. Apr. vi. 55 A blue drilling shirt. 

Drilling, vbl. sb. 1 ; see after Drill vA 
Drilling (drrliij), vbl. sbA [f. Drill vf\ 

1 . Boring ; perforation. 

1698 Ballard in Phil. Trans. XX. 420 Bare drilling might 
be able to give a Polarity to a Drill. 3894 Lab our Commissi on 
Gloss., Drilling, making holes in rails for the purpose of 
putting in bolts to fasten them to sleepers. 

2 . Training in military evolutions. Also transf. 


1639 Massinger Unnat. Combat lit. i, There being no 
war, nor hope of any, The only drilling is to eat devoutly. 
a 1687 Petty Pol. Arith. (1690) 17 Training and Drilling 
is a small part of Soldiery. 3880 McCarthy Own Times 
IV. 127 Its oath of fidelity . . its nightly drillings. 

3 . attrib. and Comb . : a. in sense 1, as drilling- 
engine, - machine , - tool ; drilling-bow = drill-bow 
[Drill sbA 7 a) ; drilling -jig, -lath© (see quots.). 
b. in sense 2, as drilling-day , - exercise . 

a. 1851 Offic. Catal. Gt. Exkib . I. 246 Used by watch- 
makers . . for the ^drilling-bow. 1832 Babbage Econ. Manuf. 
xix. ted. 3) 172 The dividing and the ^drilling-engine are of 
this kind. 1874 Knight Diet. Mech., * Drilling -jig, a port- 
able drilling-machine which may be dogged to the work, 
or so handled as to be readily presented to it and worked by 
hand. Ibid., * Drilling-lathe, a drilling-machine on hori- 
zontal ways or shears, thus resembling a lathe. 1865 Gesner 
Pract. Treat. Coal, Petrol., etc. (ed. 2 j 34 ^Drilling machines 
which can bore nine feet per hour. 

b. <24625 Fletcher Love's Cure m. ii, I. .gave him. .In 
the artillery yard three drilling dales. 1870 W hitney Germ. 
Gram. Suppl. 3 Drilling exercises upon individual difficulties 
of German idiom. 

Drilling, ppl a . : sec after Drill vf, 3 . 
Drily, adv . : see Dryly. 

Dringe, obs. form of Dreng. 
f Bringle, v. Obs. exc. dial. [A word of un- 
certain origin, varying dialectally with drindle, 
drimble : see also Drumble.] intr. ‘ To waste 
time in a lazy lingering manner’ (Forby); to 
linger ; to trickle sluggishly. 

ci68o Hickeringill Wks. (1716) II, 536 Condemn’d to 
endure the F atigues of Life to the last dringling Sand. 

Drink (drigk), Pa. t. di’auk (dr^qk) ; pa. 
pple. drunk (drwjk). Forms : Pres, stem, 1-4 
drinc-, 2- drink- (3 drinnk- Orm., dringk-, 3-4 
drineh-, 3-5 dring- (he &ringp),3~6 drynk-,4-6 
drinek-) ; 3-7 drink©, 4- drink. Pa, t. sing. 1-3 
dranc, 3- drank, 3 drone, dranck, Orm. drannk, 
3-5 drong, 4-5 dronk[e, 4-7 dranke, 6-7 
drunke, 6-9 drunk ; pi. 1 dr uncon, 2-4 drunk- 
en, (3 drunnkenn Orm , , drongken), 3-4 
dronke(n, 3-5 drunk©; also 3- north, and 5- 
generally, same as sing. Pa. pple. a. 1 druncen, 
2- drunken, (3 Orm. drunnkenn, 3-6 dronken, 
4 dronckyn; Sc. 5 drukken, 6 drokin, 7-9 
dxuken, drueken) . J 9 . 3-7 drunke, (5 drownk, 

5~6dronke, droonke, droncke), 6- drunk; also 
7-9 drank. [Com. Teut. : OE. drincan = OS. 
drinhan (Du. drinketi), OHG. trinhan, trine kan, 
mod.G. trinken , ON. drekka (Sw. dricka , Da. 
drikke), Goth, drigkan :—OTeut. *driijkan , not 
found outside Germanic. The pa. t. had originally 
vowel change, drank, pi. drunken, drunk (e, but 
from the 13th c. in northern dial., and 15th c. 
generally, these were levelled under the sing, form 
(Caxton we, ye, thei dranke ). Either through the 
retention of the pi. form in some southern dial., or 
from the pa, pple., drunk began to reappear, for 
sing, as well as pi., in end of 16th c., and is occa- 
sional to 19th. On the other hand, from 17th to 
19th c .drank was intruded from the pa. t. into the 
pa. pple., prob. to avoid the inebriate associations 
of drunk. The full form drunken of pa. pple. has 
been since 17th c. mostly used as adj., exc. as 
a poetic archaism. Sc. and n. dial, drueken repre- 
sents the ON. pa. pple. dmekkinn.J 

I. Transitive senses. 

1 . To take (liquid) into the stomach ; to swallow 
down, imbibe, quaff. 

c 3000 Ags. Gosp. Luke i. 15 He ne drinc# win ne beer. 
cxz 05 Lay. 5804 5 e scullen drinken eowre blod. <2 3300 
Cursor M. 6354 Suetter [water] neuer \>&i si^en drank. 
Ibid. 12679 He dranc {Trin. dronk] neuer cisar ne wine. 
13 . . Ibid. 17708 (Fairf.) They fille as they had dronckyn 
dwale, 33 . . Guy Warw. (A.) 318 He no may .. Rest no 
take slepeinge, Mete ete no drinke dringe. 1398 Trevisa 
Barth. De P.R. iv. vii. (1495)91 Yf bulles blode be dronken 
rawe. 3474 Caxton Chesse iii. i. (1883) 83 In olde tyme 
women dranke no wyn. 1548 Hall Chron., Hem. VI, 108 
To tel you., what wyne was dronke in houses. 1568 
Grafton Chron. II. 116 Such a Cup of Wine as ye never 
dranke before. 1578 Lyte Dodoens 1. ii. 6 Wormwood .. 
drunken with vineger is good. 1596 Shaks. Tam. Shr. 
Induct, ii, I ne're drank sacke in my life. 1732 Arbuthnot 
Rules of Diet 268 Common Water or Whey, drank in cool 
Air. 1747 Wesley Prim. Physic (1762) 86 It should be 
drunk with the finest Sugar, 3761 Hume H ist. Eng. II. App. 
iii. 521 Three hundred and sixty-five hogsheads of beer were 
drank at it. 1795 Southey yoati of Arc iii. 30 They., 
drank the running waters. 3865 Swinburne Poems 4 Ball 4 
Triumph of Time I trod the grapes, I have drunken the 
wine. 1881 Besant & Rice Chapl. Fleet I. 9 Which I 
have drunk with my parishioners. 

b. spec. To drink the waters : i.e. at a, spa 
medicinally. 

c i68t Viscountess Campden in 12 tk Rep. Hist. MSS'. 
Comm. App. v. 56 My sister.. was troubled with malincoly, 
so went to drinke Astrope watter. 1713 Lond. Gaz. Nc. 
5130/9 The Elector intends . . to drink the Waters at Fir- 
mond. 1855 Macaulay Hist. Eng. III. 699 Annandolc .. 
retired to Bath, and pretended to drink the waters. 

c. transf. and fig. in general; cf. also 3, 4. 

c 3340 [see 6]. 1592 Shaks. Rom. % jful. m. v. 59Drie 

sorrow drinkes cur bicod. x6xo — Temp. v. i. 102, 1 drinke 1 
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the air before me, *715-20 Pope Iliad xi. 211 While his 
• keen falchion drinks the -warriors’ lives. 1819 Shelley 
Cenci in. ii, When the dim air Has drank this innocent 
flame. 1827 Pollok Course T. v. 116 Give the heart to drink 
. .draughts of perfect sweet. 1850 B. Taylor Eldorado i, 
(1862) 4, I drank in the land-wind .. with an enjoyment 
verging on intoxication. 

2 . With off, out (now dial.), tip, expressing ex- 
haustion of the liquid ; so also to drink dry . 

*535 Coverdale Job xl. 23 Without eny laboure might he 
drynke out the whole floude._ 1583 Hollyband Campo di 
Fior 199 Drinke up alL Seeing there is but a litle left 
1592 Shaks. Rom, 4* Jul. xv. 1. 94 This distilling liquor 
dnnke thou off, 1593 — Rich. II, n. ii. 146 The taske he 
vndertakes Is numbring sands, and drinking Oceans drie, 
1648 Gage West Ind. xvii. 112 My Chocolatte, which I 
drunke off heartily. 1722 De Foe Col. yack (1840) 118 
We drank on, and drank the punch out. 1780 Cowper 
Progr. Err. 581 He that sips often, at last drinks it up. 
1816 Scott Antiq. xl, ‘ A’ Saunders’s gin.. was drucken out 
at the burial o' Steenie.’ 

b. transf, and Jig. 

C1374 Chaucer Troylus in. 986 (1035) Pete . . goodli 
drinkyb vp al his distresse. 1644 Cromwell Lei. Col. Walton 
5 July in Carlyle, Let this drink upyour sorrow. *827 Pollok 
Course T. in. 314 Consumption .. drank her marrow up. 

8. transf. Of porous substances, plants, etc. To 
absorb (moisture) ; to suck. Often with up or in. 

1530 Palsgr. 529/2, I drinke, as the yerthe dothe water, or 
as blottyng paper dothe ynke. 1561 Hollybush Horn. 
A path. 7 a, If the Aqua vite is dronke in of the herbes. 1630 
"J?. Johnson's King'd. 4* Commit). 82 Like barren ground, 
drinking up the raine. 1697 Dryden Virg. Georg, iv. 46 
Let the purple Vi’lets drink the Stream. *793 Smeaton 
Edystone^ L. § igo Plaster of Paris . . would then drink up 
linseed oil plentifully. 1858 Drayson Sport. S. Ajrica 238 
The soil that had drunk the blood of his warriors. 

4 . fig. esp., with in : To take into the mind, esp. 
by the eyes or ears, with the eager delight of one 
who satisfies physical thirst ; to listen to, gaze 
upon, or contemplate with rapture. 

2592 Shaks. Rom. 4* Jul. 11. ii. 58 My eares haue yet not 
drunke a hundred words Of thy tongues vttering. *635-56 
Cowley Davideis 1. 386 They sing .. And with fix’d eyes 
drink in immortal rays, a 1733 Ellwood Autohiog. (1714) 
18, I drank in his Words with Desire. 1859 J ephson 
Brittany vii. 96 , 1 stopped for a while to drink in the beauty 
of the scene. 1878 Browning La Saisiaz 11 Your level 
path that let me drink the morning deep and slow. 

f 5 . To draw in or inhale (tobacco smoke, etc.) ; 
to smoke. Oh. 

1598 B. Jonson Ev. Man in Hum. in. ii, The most divine 
tobacco that ever I drunk. *6x3 Purchas Pilgrimage ix. i. 
820 Their Lords and Priests consult ofwarres, after they have 
drunke the smoke of a certain herbe. 1654 E. J ohnson Wond. 
wrkg. Provid. 97 He was drinking a pipe of Tobacco. 1781 
Pennant Tour Wales II. 28 The first who smoked, or, (as 
they called it) drank tobacco publickly in London. [2855 
Spencer Turkey, Russia , 4*c. xix. 278 According to the 
idiom of their language, they [Tatars] do not smoke the 
fragrant herb, but drink it.] 

0 . To swallow down the contents of (a cup or 
vessel). Also with off j up, indicating completeness. 
fig. To drink the cup , or chalice , of joy, sorrow, 
suffering, etc, : see Cup sb. 9, Chalice i b. 
a 1300 Cursor M, 15681 (Cott.), I wat wel pat i sal it drinc 
is calice [Gott. drinck ; Fair/, drink, c 1340 Trin. drynke 
is de}?]. *382 Wychf i Cor. xi. 26 How ofte euere ^e 

schulen. .drynke the cuppe, schulen schewe the deeth of 
the Lord. 1634 Sir T. Herbert Trav. 97 Put off his Tur- 
bant, and drunke the cup off. 2750 Johnson Rambler No. 
49 p 10 He had . . drank many a flaggon. 2816 J. Wilson 
City 0/ Plague in. ii, I drank the cup of joy. 

7 . To swallow down (something solid) in a 
liquid. To drink candle-ends : see Candle-end ib. 

1632 Lithgow Trav. vi. 278 A little of it [earth] drunke in 
any Liquor. 1768-74 Tucker Lt. Nat. (1 8 52) 1 1 . 35 A wasp 
. . may fall in [a pot] to be drank by one, whom he shall 
sting to death. 

8. To consume or spend in drinking (money, etc.). 

2492 in Burgh Rec. Edin. I. 62 (Jam. Supp.) He sail pay 

for ilk defalt vj [pennies ?] .. to be drukken be the dusane. 
1509 Barclay Shyp of FolysfjZi 4)1.305 If another gyue them 
ought of pyte, At the next alestake dronken shall it be. 
*604 E. GRiMSTONE/f/rjf. Siege Ostend 220 Spignolabestowed 
of them . . forty thousand gilders to drinke. 2765 Foote 
Commissary 1. Wks. 1799 II. 8, I hope you’ll tip me the 
tester to drink. Mod. He drinks his whole earnings. 

8. colloq. To provide with drink. 

1883 E. F. Knight Cruise ‘ Falcon ’ (2887) 85 He could 
not feed us, only lodge and drink us. 

IX. Absolute and intransitive senses. 

10 . absol. To swallow down or imbibe water 
or other liquid, for nourishment or quenching of 
thirst. Const. f in, from, out of (the vessel). 

c xooo Ags, Gosp . Luke xiii. 26 We seton & d run con be- 
fool 1 ]?e. 1*2225 Ancr. R. 44 Bitweone mete, hwo se 

dnnken wule, sxgge benedicite. a 2300 Cursor M. 3551 He 
ete and dranc [Trin. dronke] and went his wai. c 2420 
Chron. Vilod. 130 And eton and drongon and made hem 
blythe. c 2489 Caxton Blanchardyn viii. 32 The kynge of 
If ryse had nothre eten nor dronken. 2596 Shaks. i Hen. IV, 
11. iv. 169, lam a Rogue if I drunke to day. 2602 Narcissus 
(1893) 248 They can but bringe horse to the water brinke, 
But horse may choose whether that horse will drinke. 2634 
Sir T. Herbert Trav, By The Wine bottles and flat cups 
we drunke in, were of pure Gold. 2698 Fryer Acc. E. 
India 4 P. 93 Such little Glasses as we drink out of. 2780 
Cowper Progr. Err. 466 Thou fountain at which drink the 
good and wise. 2876 Ruskin Fors Clav. VI. lxvii. 214 
Having sufficiently eaten and drunken. 

b. To drink deep\ to take a large draught, 
either once or habitually; see also 10 c, i 1. 


<2*300 Sat. People Kildare xx. in E. E. P. (1862) 156 
Men. .pat . . drinkip dep and makil? glade. 2393 Langl. 
P. PI. C. x. 145 Eremytes, That .. drynke drue and deepe. 
2709 Pope Ess. Crit. 218 Drink deep, or taste not the 
Pierian spring. 1820 Scott Ivanhoe v, ‘Pledge me, my 
guests.’ He drank deep, and went on. 

c. Const, of (rarely + upon) the liquid or source 
of supply, lit. and fig. To drink of ike cup of 
sorrow , etc. : see Cup sb. 9. 

c 1000 jElfric Gen. ix. 21 pa he dranc of 5 am wine, 5 a 
wear)? he druncen. c 2200 Trin. Coll. Horn. 111 He dranc 
of deSes flode. c 2340 Cursor M. 15241 (Trin.) Drinke]? 
[Cott. drinckes] alle of J>is be seide. 1490 Caxton Eneydos 
4 , 1 suppose he hath dronken of Elycons well. 1549 Order 
of Communion , Exhortation 3 To give us his said body and 
blood, .to feed and drink upon. 1667 Milton P. L. ii. 584 
Lethe, .whereof who drinks, Forthwith his former state and 
being forgets. 2751 Chatham Lett. Nephew ii. 7 Drink as 
deep as you can of these divine springs. 1884 Tennyson 
Becket 1. iv. 75 Ye have eaten of my dish and drunken of 
my cup for a dozen years, 

d. Proverb. One must drink as one brews. 

a 1300 Cursor M. 2848 (Gott.) Suilk as J?ai breu nou haue 
pai drunke [Cott. dronken]. c 1460 Towneley Myst. (Surtees) 
in Bot we must drynk as we brew, And that is bot reson. 
c 2560 A. Scott Poems xx. 64 5 it man thou stand content 
And drynk pat thou hes brewit. a 1610 Healey Cedes 
(1636) 114 She drinketh of her own e brewing. 1647 Trapp 
Comm. Rev. xiii. 10 Antichrist shall one day. .drink as he 
brewed, be paid in his own coin. [See also Brew v. i dj. 

11 . To take alcoholic or intoxicating liquor, 
either convivially, or to gratify appetite ; to indulge 
therein to excess; to tipple ; spec, to be a habitual 
drunkard. (The sense is often indicated contextu- 
ally by adverbs or phrases such as about, deep , 
hard, heavily, like a fish.) Also to drink it. 

c 1440 Promp. Par?). Drynkyn a-bowte. .epoto. 1474 

Caxton Chesse m. vi. (1883) 130 He dranke so moche that he 
was veray dronke. 1500-20 Dunbar Poems xxxiv. 67 The 
Feind me ryfe Gif I do ocht bot drynk and swyfe.. 1611 
Barry Ram- Alley iv. (Hazl. Dodsley), I have been drinking 
hard. 1638 Sir T. Herbert Trav. (ed. 2)242 They sit long 
and drink soundly. 2732 Pope Ep. Bathurst 390 His son 
..Who drinks, whores, fights, and in a duel dies. 1837 
Tail's Mag. IV. 492 I’ll coach it, and dine it, and drink it 
till morn. 1848 Thackeray Lett. 28 July, We went to 
a barrack room, where we drank about % 2879 M iss Braddon 
Clov. Foot vii, A woman who drank like a fish and. swore 
like a trooper. Mod. Poor woman ! her husband drinks. 

12 . Hence tram, and rejl., with various comple- 
ments, indicating the result of drinking, as a, refl. to 
drink oneself drtink , sleepy, tame , to death , into 
incoherence , into spirit, out of a situation , etc. 
fb. ellipt. intr. to drink drunk ( obs.). e. trans. 
to drink away one's reason , one’s property, one's eyes 
out; to drink down (i.e. quench or destroy by 
drinking), d. To drink a person) out of or into 
some condition, etc ; to drink (a person )dead drunk, 
down , to bed , under the table : said of the more 
seasoned toper, who sees his comrades succumb to 
the effect of their potations. e. To drink the 
sunup : to carouse through the night until sunrise, 

a. 1598 Shaks . Merry W. i. i. 180 The Gentleman had 
drunke himselfe out of his fiue sentences [=senses]. 1607 
Topsell Serpents (1658) 805 The Country-people set little 
vessels of wine. . whereunto the Vipers coming, easily drink 
themselves tame. . 2727 De Foe Syst. Magic 1. iv. (1840) 95 
By persuading him to drink himself drunk. 1821 Byron 
Juan in. lxvi, A genius who has drunk himself to death. 
1849 Fraser's Mag. XL. 384 He . . drank himself diurnally 
into incoherence. 2879 Lond. Soc. Christm. No. 71/2 He 
drank himself out of one situation after another. 1883 
Stevenson Treas. 1 st. i. i, Till he bad drunk himself sleepy. 

b. 2474 Caxton Chesse in. vi. (1883; 130 And not lyue to 
ete glotonsly & for to drynke dronke. 1600 Holland Livy 
xi. xiv. 1069 Kept my soldiours from drinking drunke. 
2609 W. M. Man in Moone (1849) 33 Are you adicted to 
drink drunke ? 2660 F. Brooke tr. Le Blands 'J'rav. 403 
They gourmandize, and drink drunk after their fashion. 

C. 1598 Shaks. Merry W. 1. i. 204 , 1 hope we shall drinke 
downe all vnkindnesse. 2599 Massinger, etc. Old Law 
m. ii, Yet you may drink your eyes out. sir. 2679 Essex's 
Excell. 8 They will , . no more suffer themselves to be . . 
drunk out of their reason. 1701 De Foe True-born Eng. 
11. 92 Drink their Estates away, and Senses too. 

d. 2604 Shaks. Oth. 11. iii. 84 Why, he drinkes you with 
facillitie, your Dane dead drunke. 2606 — Ant. # Cl. 
11. v. 21 Ere the ninth houre, I drunke him to his bed. 1609 
Ev. Woman in Hum. v. i. in Bullen O. PI. IV, He . . will 
drink Downe a Dutchman. 1659 D. Pell Impr. Sea 437 
These lads drink the Land out of quiet, a 2674 Clarendon 
Hist. Reb. xi. §242 One Earl, who had drank most of the 
rest down, and was not himself moved or alter’d. 2720 
Humourist 161 Drinking a Man to Death. 1813 Col, 
Hawker Diary I. 68 We having nearly drunk the landlord 
out of both his English and French wine. Mod. To drink 
a person under the table. 

e. a 2704 T. Brown Praise Poverty Wks. 1730 I. 98 His 
best companions that have a thousand times drank up the 
sun with him. 

13 . To drink to (a person) : fa. To hand or 
present beverage for his use ; to give drink to. Obs. 
The cup presented was first sipped by the one who 
offered it, and hence 

b. To salute (any one) by drinking ; to invite him 
to drink by drinking first ; to drink in his honour, 
wishing him health or success. Hence, in wider 
use, to drink in honour of (anything desired), with 
good wishes for its furtherance. Also ellipt. with 
the person as obj. : to pledge, toast ; and in in- 
direct pass. 


a. c 2250 Gen. # Ex. 1660 He. .dede him eten and to him 
dranc. 2297 R. Glouc. (1724) 289 Vorst ych wolle to be 
drynke, and suj?]?e J? ou ssalt hym yse. <21300 Cursor M 
15263 And 0 mi drinc J?ar i sal Drinc to yow for yur mede* 
2470-85 Malory Arthur van. xxiv, Thenne they lough and* 
made good chere and eyther dranke to other frely. x6q? 
Dampier Foy. I. xv. 434 When by themselves, they drink 
about from one to another; but when any of us came 
among them, then they would always drink to one of us. 

b. 1530 Palsgr. 529/1, I drinke to you, je boys a vous. 
1605 Shaks. Macb, in. iv. 89, I drinke to th’ generall joy o' 
th’ whole Table. 1682 Luttrell Brief Ret. (1857.1 1 . 186 
The lord mayor was pleased to drink to Mr. North. *1758 
Johnson Idler No. 5 p 4 The gay drink to their success. 
2787 Burke Corr. (1844) III 56 We drank the man we were 
so much obliged to in a bumper. 2833 M. Scorr Tom 
Cringle xvi. (1859) 4 CI Speaking when he is spoken to, 
drinking when he is drunken to. 2842 Tennyson Vision 
Sin iv. 149 Drink we, last, the public fool, 2849 Macaulay 
Hist. Eng. I. 444 All who passed were invited to drink to 
the health of the new sovereign. 

c. trans. in same sense ; cf. Carouse sb. 2. 

1606 Shaks. Ant. 4- CL iv. viii. 34 We all would sup to- 
gether And drinke Corowses to the next dayes Fate. 1682 
Milton Hist. Mosc. Wks. 1738 II. 145 The Emperor., 
drank a deep Carouse to the Queen’s Health. 

14 . trans. To drink (a sentiment or toast) : to 
honour it and express a desire for its accomplish- 
ment or success by drinking. 

23. . Coer de L. 6746 To waraunt that I have i-doo, Wes- 
seyl I schal drynk yow top. 1600 Rowlands Lett. Humours 
Blood vii. (1874) 13 Drinke some braue health vpon the 
Dutch carouse. 1710 Hearne Collect. (Oxf. Hist. Soc.) 
111 . 35 They drunk Damnation to Dr. Sacheverell. 174a 
Fielding J. Andrews 1818) 297 He was drinking her lady- 
ship’s health in a cup of . . ale. 2808 J. Mayne Siller Gun 
iv. 145 ‘ The King and other loyal toasts. .* Our fleets and 
* a’ our armed hosts ’ ; Were drank aloud. 2852 Thackeray 
Eng. Hum. v. 244 Drinking confusion to the Pretender, 

15 . intr. To have a specified flavour when 
drunk. [Fr. se boire , refl. for pass.] 

2607 Heywood Worn, kilde with Kindt/ esse Epil., The 
wine .. drunk too flat. 1697 Dampier Voy. I. xi. 314 It 
drinks brisk and cool. 2758 L. Temple Sketches ^ed. 2) 70 
The Burgundy drinks as flat as Port. 

1 10 . 3 %>*. To experience, endure, suffer, pay the 
penalty ; to ‘ taste the cup 3 of suffering, etc. (see 

6, 10 c, and Cup sb. 9). trans. and absol Obs. 

a 1340 Hampole Psalter x. 7 Ilk dampned man sail drynk 
of the sorow of hell. 2530 Palsgr. 556/2, I forgyve you for 
this tyme, but and you faute agayne you shall drinke for 
bothe. a 1553 Udai.l Royster D. 1. iii. < Arb.) 20 Ye will drink 
without a cup. 1677 W. Hubbard Narrative 11. 35 The 
dammage that side of the Country hath been made to drink 
thereby, is not easy to recount. 

t Brink, vf Obs . Apheticf. Adrtnk, to drown. 

c 1425 Seven Sag. <P.) 3362 Hadde I than be^ dronken. 
And in the salt, flod sonkyn. c 1440 Jacob's Well • E. E. T. S.) 
7 3 if Jpou fell in-to a depe pytt & schuldyst dronchyn. 
2460 Capgravk Chron. 107 Thei were dronchin in the depe 
see. Ibid. 133 Too of the Kyngis sones..and many worthi 
folk . . were dronch in o schip. 

Brink (drigk),jA Forms: a. 1-4 drinc, drync, 
3- drink, ('2-4 drene(k, 4 drenk, 3 drinck, 3-6 
drynk, 5 dryng). 0 . 3 drinch, Orm. drinneh. 

7. 1 drinca, 3-6 drynke, 3-7 drinke, (3 dringe). 
[ME. had two forms drink {drinch), and drinke , 
corresp. to OE. drinc, and drinca , f, drincan to 
Drink ; cf. Sw. drick, dryck , Da. drik. The 
normal mod. form of the sb. would be southern 
drinch (cf. finch , drench , stench, bench , etc.), 
northern drink ; the latter has become the standard 
form, prob. under the influence of the verb.] 

1 . Liquid swallowed for assuaging thirst or taken 
into the system for nourishment. Also fig. 

c 2000 Ags. Gosp. Matt. xxv. 37 pyrstendne & we 5 e drinc 
sealdon. c 1220 Bestiary 206 De godspel , . is soule drink. 
C1380 Wyclif Wks. (1880) 14 pei jeuen not drenk to pore 
j?risti men. 2426 Audelay Poems j The thorste $if dryng. 
2523 Ld. Berners Froiss. I. xviii. 22 They dranke none 
other drynke, but the water of the ryuer. 2667 Milton 
P. L. v. 344 For drink the Grape She crushes. 1875 
Jowett Plato red. 2) III. 319 The thirsty one, in that he 
thirsts, desires only drink. 

b. esp. as correlative to solid nourishment 
(meat, food, etc.). Meat and drink : see Meat. 

c 950 Lindisf Gosp. John vi. 55 Lichoma for 5 on rain so 5 * 
lice is mett & blod min soSlice is drinca [Rnshw. drync, 
Ags. G. drinc, Hatton G. drenc]. c 1205 Lay. 3558 Bugge 
him . . metes & drinches. a 1300 Cursor M. 11426 pam 
failed neuer o drinc ne fode. 2494 Nottingham Rec. 
III. 282 Item Richard Litster dyner and drynk \d. ob. 
1579 Fulke He skins' Pari. 136 In the sacrament is dne 
and moyst nourishment, that is, bread and drinke. <11625 
Fletcher Love's Cure in. ii, What’s one man’s poison . . Is 
another’s meat and drink. 2733 Cheyne Eng. Malady iu 
i. § 5 When the Drink is in too great a Proportion to the 
solid Food. 1855 Macaulay Hist. Eng. IV. 516 The crews 
had better food and drink than they had ever had before. 

e. transf. Liquid absorbed or drunk in. 

2602 Shaks. Ham. iv. vii. 182 Til that her garments, 
heauy with her drinke, Pul’d the poore wretch . .To muddy 
death. 1664 Evelyn Kal. Hort. (1729) 224 If they [plants] 
shrivel and fold up, give them Drink. 1792 Cowper Yard- 
ley Oak 1 12 The scooped rind [of the oak] that seems A 
huge throat calling to the clouds for drink. 

2 . A kind of liquor for drinking; a beverage. 

c 883 K. .Elfred Boeth. xv, Naeron 5 a. .mistlice. .drincas. 
c 2200 Ormin 3212 Hiss drinneh wass waterr. 1 bid. 15397 
puss birrle)?b defell & hiss }>eww A33 wertse werme 
drinnehess. 23. . Minor Poems fr. Vernon MS. (E. E. X. b.) 
490/219 And o)?er drynkes pat weore dere In Coupes lul 
gret>. 2585 T. Washington tr. Nicholay's Voy. 111.x, Wytft 
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their drinke, which they call Sorbet. 1691 Tryon Wisd. 
Dictates 4 Delight not in Meats and Drinks that are too 
strong for Nature. 1756 C. Lucas Ess. Waters I. 154 The 
ancient Persians . . esteemed water the best drink. 1884 
Gustafson Found, Death i. led. 3' 3 The fermented drinks 
of antiquity were but little adulterated. 

3 . spec , Intoxicating alcoholic beverage. Hence 
in vatious phrases : Indulgence to excess in intoxi- 
cating liquor ; habits of intemperance, drunken- 
ness. In drink ', intoxicated, drunk. 

1:043 O. E. Chron., Her jefor HarSacnut swa bast he set 
his drinc stod. c 1340 Cursor M. 2942 (Trim) Jyue we our 
fadir [Lot] ynow^e of drinke. 1533 Brende Q. Curtins 21 1 
(R.) Hauynge then hys senses ouercome with drynke. 1596 
Shaks. i Hen . IF, n. iv. 458, I doe not speake to thee in 
Drinke. 1603 — Macb. in. vi. 13 The two delinquents . . 
That were the Slaues of drinke. 1659 D. Pell Impr. Sea 
79 Take heed that your Sea-men see not the least appear- 
ance of drink in your eyes. 1887 H. R. Tedder in Diet . 
Nat. Blog. IX. 330/2 With advancing years Caulfield took 
to drink. 1890 Besant Demoniac iv. 46 Not a drop of drink 
of any kind shall be put on board that boat. 1894 Hall 
Caine Manxman 284 Heaving into the hall like a man in 
drink. Mod. Drink’s doings. 

b. specifically described, as strong ; ardent 
drink. Small diink : see Beer sb. 1 1 b. 

1526-34 Tindale Luke i. 15 He.. shall nether drinke wyne 
ner stronge drinke. 1544 Phaer Regi/n, Lyfe (1553) B ij a, 
Drynke onely pennye ale, or suche smalle drynke. 1648 
Gage West Did. xv. x 06 The great abuse of wines and 
strong drinks, a 1774 Fergusson Election Poems (1845) 40 
Our Johnny’s nae sma drink, you'll guess. 1890 Besant 
Demoniac ii. 27 Ardent drinks of various kinds. 

4. The action or habit of drinking (to excess) ; a 
time or occasion of drinking, rare exc. in colloq. 
phr, on the drink. C f. Drunk sbS 1 . 

1865 Reader No. 148. 495/1 He has been out on the drink. 
1887 Rider Haggard Jess ii, Her brute of a husband was 
always on the drink and gamble. 1894 R. S. Ferguson 
Charters Carlisle xxx, There was a great drink in Carlisle 
that night. 

5. A draught or portion of liquid ; spec, a glass 
of wine or other alcoholic liquor. 

c 1000 Ags. Gosp. Matt. x. 42 Swa hwylc swa sylj> anne 
drinc cealdes wseteres. 1297 R. Glouc. (1724) 289 As me 
hym [Edward the Martyr] drynke toe. c 1400 Maundev. 
(Roxb.)viii. 29 A well to \>e whilk Moyses ledd }xun and 
gafe [jam a drynk peroff. 1535 Coverdale Ps. lix. 3 Thou 
hast geuen vs a drynke off wyne. 1752 Scots Mag. (1753) 
Sept. 450/2 He . . wanted a drink very much. 1865 K ingsley 
Herew. xiii, Will anybody give me a drink of milk? 1888 
Lighthall Yng. Seigneur 154 He was rich, for had he not 
paid the drinks? 

b. A medicinal potion or draught. 

1362 Langl. P. PI. A. vn. 261 Leches . . don men dy3en 
}>oru3 heor drinke er destenye wolde. <7x400 Lanf ranc's 
Cirurg. 74 pis is a perf^t drynke to woundes of |>e heed. 
c 1500 Melusine xxxvi. 247 A leetuary or drynk wherof ye 
shal be poysonned. x6xx Shaks. Wint. T. 1. i. 15 Wee will 
give you sleepie Drinkes. 1657 W. Coles Adam in Eden 
cccxxv. 601 The decoction therof in Wine, is an exceeding 
good Wound-drink. 1884 Law Times 310/2 One of the 
defendant’s men came back with two drinks for the calf. 
fig. 1400-50 Alexander 1106 pou sail be drechid of a 
drinke, a dra^te of vnsele. 

6 . US. humorous. A river or body of water. 
Big drink : the Mississippi ; also, the Atlantic. 

1857 Holland Bay Path x ii, 137 So you’d better scull 
your dug-out over the drink again, a x86o N. I*. Spirit of 
Times (Bartlett Diet. A mer. s.v. Big), Oft* I sot, went 
through Mississippi, crossed the big drink. 1873 Roots 
(1888) 47 If you don’t sit steady, we shall be spilt into the 
drink. 1884 Illustr. Lond. News 1 Nov. 410/2 Many of 
the Transatlantics will doubtless take a journey across what 
they call ‘ the big drink ’ to hear her. 

1 7. Barley ; cf. drink-corn in 9 . Ohs. rare. 

*573 Tusser Husb, xviii. (1878) 45 Where barlie did 
growe, laie wheat to so we. Yet better I thinke, so we pease 
after drinke. Ibid, xxxiii. (1878) 75. 

8. attrib. and Comb, (chiefly in sense 3). a. 
simple attrib., as drink-bill , - crave , -craving, 

- demon , -duty, -evil, - interest , - licence , -traffic, etc. ; 
used for the sale or consumption of alcoholic 
liquors, as drink-house, -room, -shop, -stall ; b. ob- 
jective, as drink- conveyer, - giver , - maker , - seller ; 
drink-inspiring, -prohibiting, adjs. c. instru- 
mental, as drink-blinded, -closed, - washed adjs. 

1884 Boston (Mass.) Jrnl. 13 Sept., The *drink-bill of 
Tennessee is $2,000,000 more than the wheat-crop. x888 
Pall Mall G. 13 Oct. 2/1 Murderous attacks, .at a moment 
of Mrink-blinded fury. 1638-48 G. Daniel Eclog. in. 162 
Hardly to hope That Eye (*drinke-cIosed still) can ever 
ope. 1713 Countess Winchelsea Misc. Poems 57 Your 
self (reply’d the *Drink-conveigher) May be my Ruin. 
1896 Tablet 1 Feb. 171 The *drink-demon in possession of 
a young wife. 1883 M. Davitt in Contemp. Rev. Aug. 178 
The low *drinkhouse and the brothel. 1885 Pall Mall G. 
23 July 2/2 Grocers’ *drink licences. 1888 Ibid. 13 Feb. 2/r 
We might reasonably have objected to the *drinkseller 
voting. 1883 Miss Howard Guenn 15 Through the glass 
door of a Mrink-shop came an orange glow. 1885 Pall 
Mall G. 28 July 2/3 His attitude towards the *drink traffic. 

9. Special comb. : + drink-corn, the grain used 
in brewing, barley ,* drink-drowned a ., intoxi- 
cated ; drink-offering, an offering of wine or other 
liquid poured out in honour of a deity, a libation ; 
hence d rink- offerer ; drink -penny = DRINK- 
MONEY. 

1669 Worlidge Syst. Agrie.(i68i) 15 The Open [Country] 
.. yields us the greater part of our *Drink-Corn. 1600 
Rowlands Lett. Humours Blood xxii. 28 When signeur 
Sacke and Suger *drinke-drown’d reeles, 1824 J. Sxmmons 


tr. AEschylus * A gam. 9 In vain, .the *drink~off’rers sacrifice. 
1535 Coverdale Gen. xxxv. 14 Jacob set vp a piler of stone 
..and poured *drynkofferynges theron. 1593 Dee Diary 
(Camden) 45, I gave him, a saffron noble in ernest for 
a * drink peny. 

Drinkable (dri‘qkab’1), a. and sb. [-able.] 

A. adj. That may be drunk, suitable for drink- 
ing, potable. 

161 1 Cotgr. Potable , potable, drinkable. ? 1690 Consid . 
Raising Money 15 A Home-Excise upon things eatable 
and drinkable. 1725 Bradley Fain. Diet. s. v. Restoring 
of Beer, Rendering sour Beer drinkable, a 1859 Macaulay 
Hist. Eng. (1861) V. 205 A marsh where there was. .neither 
firm earth nor drinkable water. 

b. nonce-use. That may be drunk to or toasted. 

1886 Jerome Idle Thoughts 127 We drink the Queen 
. .and the Ladies, and everybody else that is drinkable. 

B. sb. (usually pi.) That which may be drunk ; 
something to drink ; liquor. 

1708 Hearne Collect. 24 Oct., Good eatables as well as 
Drinkables. 1773 Goldsm. Stoops to Couq.u. i, I never have 
courage till I see the eatables and drinkables brought upon 
the table, _ 1822 Byron Let. to Moore 23 Nov., They are 
my favourite dish and drinkable. 

Hence BrinkabiTity , Dri‘nkableness ; Bri'aik- 
ably adv. 

163 5 Person Varieties 1. 25 Waters.. at least drinkably 
fresh. 1846 Worcester, Drinkableness, i860 Felton Anc. 
§ Mod. Gr. II. xii. 510 Words, .intended to mean Cham- 
pagne of the first quality, but. . really meaning of the first 
drinkability. 1894 T. Hardy Life's little Ironies 271 
A gallon of hot brandy and beer, .kept drinkably warm. 

Drink- a-p enn y. Local (Irish) name of the 
little grebe, 7'achyhaptes fluvial ilis. 

1885 Swainson Prov. Names Birds 216. 

Drinkdom. [f. Drink sb. + -dom.] The 
sphere of action of drink ; the drink interest. 

1884 R. V. French 19 Cent. Drink in Eng. 208 The subject 
of comparative drinkdom. 1885 Pall Mall G. 28 July 
2 A The triumph of drinkdom over temperance. 

Drinkel, -kle : see Drknkle. 

Drinker (drhjkaz). [f. Drink vh-r -er L] 

1 . One who drinks. 

<7950 Lindisf. Gosp. Matt xi. 19 Etere & drincere wines. 
1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. xvu. xxxvi. (1495) 624 
The rote of Carduus sod in water gyuyth appetyte to 
dtynkers. 1520 Caxton's Chron. Eng. vi. 68/2 Whan one 
dranke to another the drynker sholde saye Wassayle. 
1756 C. Lucas Ess. Waters II. 125 The drinkers commonly 
stand to be helped with water. 1887 Ruskin Preterit a II. 
324 As a rule sherry drinkers are soundly-minded persons. 

b. spec. One who indulges to excess in intoxi- 
cating liquor ; a tippler, a drunkard. 

C1200 Trin. Coll. Horn. 55 On swiche drinkeres cumeS 
godes curs, c 1290 S. Eng. Leg. 1. 319/690 Proud and wemod, 
and drinkare. 1549 Latimer 3rd Serin, bef. Edw. VI. 
(Arb.) 77 Some sayed he was. .a drincker, a pot-companion. 
1659 D. Pei.l lmpr. Sea 100 That tankard- lifting Zeno., 
was such a drinker, that hee would often lye as one dead. 

e. Qualified by adjs. great, hard, small, etc., 
indicating the amount of liquor habitually taken. 

1340 Ayenb. 47 J>e mochele drinkeres. 1387 Trevisa 
Higden vi. ix. (Tollem. MS.) The Danes were grete 
drynkers by kynde. 1616 Surfl. & Markh. Country 
Farme vi. 614 Some say that a great drinker shall neuer 
become drunke, if he weare a wreath of Iua moscata about 
his head. < 1641 Baker Chron. an. 1580 (R,)The English 
. .were hitherto the least drinkers. 1725 Swift Let. to 
Worrall 27 Aug. Lett. 1766 II. 49 You have been all your 
life a great walker, and a little drinker.. 1741 Richardson 
Pamela II. 179 They are horrid Drinkers. Mod. His 
father was a hard drinker. 

2 . (In full drinker-moth). The popular name 
of a large European moth, Lasiocampa ( Odonestis ) 
poiatoria, of the family Bomlycidse, so called from 
its long suctorial proboscis. 

1682 M. Lister Goedart. Albin . pi. xvu, Drinker-Cater- 
pillar. 1749 B. Wilkes Brit. Moths (1773) pi. 58. 1865 
Wood Homes xvithout H. xiv.(i868) 288 The fur-clad Drinker 
Moth. . 1871 E. F, Staveley Brit. Insects 270 The downy, 
large-winged Drinker. 

Hence Bri’nkeress, a female drinker. 

1827 Carlyle Germ. Rom . III. 188. 

Drinkery (dri’qkori). [f. Drink sb. + -ery.] 
A place for the supply of (intoxicating) drink. 

1884 Brit. Q. Rev. Apr. 360 Music-hall drinkeries. 1889 
Times 27 Dec., The public-house was the chief drinkery. 

t Bri'nk-haiL Obs. exc. Hist. [Early ME. 
drinc kseil, drinc hail, f. imperative of Drink 
v. + Hail a. = ON. heill : see Wassail. The 
earliest known occurrence is in Geoffrey of Mon- 
mouth yi. xii (c 1140). The form hail indi- 
cates that these phrases are of Norse, not OE. 
origin.] The customary courteous reply to a pledge 
in drinking in early English times. The cup was 
offered with the salutation wees hail 1 health or 
good luck to you’ (see Wassail), to which the 
reply was drinc hail \ 1 drink good health or good 
luck\ 

c 1205 Lay. 14332 pat freond saei^e to freonde . . Leofue 
freond waes hail, pe o<$er saeiS drinc hail. 1297 R. Glouc. 
(1724) 118 With a coppe of gold, fol of wyn. .A kne to )?e 
kyng heo [Rowena] seyde, ‘ lord kyng wasseyl ' ..Drinkhayl, 
quoth this kyng agen, & bed hire drinke anon. _ 1350-70 
Eitlog. Hist. (1863) III. v. exxv. up More Saxonico salu- 
tavit, et ait ; Wassayl . . Rex dedit responsum : Drinkbayle, 
et monachus laeto vultu ciphum hausit. 14.. Hoiv Good 
Wyf tau$te Dqufiir (Trin. MS.) in Babees Bk. 44 Syt nat 
vp long At euyn As A gase with the cuppe To sey 


wessayle, and drynke heylle. [1848 Lytton Harold xi. xii, 
Leofwine. .rose to propose the drink-hsel.] 

BrinlriLug (dri*gkiq), vbl. sb. [f. Drink v. ] 

1 . The action or habit denoted by the vb. Drink j 
spec, the use of intoxicating liquor, or indulgence 
therein to excess. 

<;i2oo Trin. Coll. Horn. 37 Sume men lade# here lif on 
etinge and on drinkinge alse swim <71400 tr. Secreta 
Secret Gov. Lordsh . (E. E. T. S.) 58 Wythdrawe fce fro 
mekyl drynkynge. 1585 T. Washington^ tr. Nicho lay's 
V'oy. in. ii. 91 As for natural wine., the drinking therof is 
forbidden them. 1793 Smeaton Edystone L . § 313 Finding 
their own provisions of eating and drinking, 1856 Emerson 
Eng. Traits , Aristocracy Wks. (Bohn.) II. 86 Gaming, 
racing, drinking, and mistresses, bring them down. 

2 . An occasion of drinking ; a convivial revel. 

<7 1515 Cocke LorelPs B. (Percy Soc.) 7 At euery tauerne 
in the yere, A solempne dyryge is songe there, With. a 
grete drynkynge. 1522 Bury Wills (Camden) 118 A. bussheli 
and hatife of malte to be browne. .to fynde a drinkinge vpon 
Ascention Even. 1659 D. Pell Impr. Sea 09 You contend 
in your drinkings, .who should drink most. 

3. concr. in dial, use ; see quots. 

1552 Huloet, Drinckinge geuen to workemen after dinner, 
colosium. 1828 Craven Dial., Drinkings , beer given to 
labourers before and after dinner. 

4 z. Comb. a. with sense i used for drinking \ as 
drinking-bowl , -cup, -fountain, -horn, - liquor , 
- place , -pool, -pot, - trough , -vessel, -water, etc. ; b. 
‘used tor the sale or consumption of drink \ as 
drinking-booth , -house, -inn, -room, - saloon . 

1796 Morse A mer. Geog. II. 334 The neatness of their 
^drinking-booths. 1852 Grote Greece 11. Ixxvii. X. 208 Two 
silver *drinking-bowls. 1658 W. Burton I tin. Anton. 121 
A silver ^drinking cup. 1552 Huloet, *Drinkinge glasse, 
or potte, or cuppe, ampulla. _ 1709 Addison Taller No. 
24 t xo Her Name is written with a Diamond on a Drink- 
ing-glass. 1552 Huloet, *Drinkynge house, cmiatiuncula. 
1654 W hitlock Zootomia 79 Thou shalt go to some drinking- 
house of greatest resort. *602 2 ndPt. Return fr. P amass. 

I. vi. 19 A ^drinking Inne in Cheapside. 1727 Bradley 
Fam. Diet . s. v. Ale , A ^drinking Liquor made by infusing 
ground Malt in boiling Water. axSzo Healey Theophrastus 
(1636; 80 Jeweiled ^drinking-pots. 1814 Scott Wav. lxiii, 
The stone-basin seemed to be destined for a ^drinking- 
trough for cattle. 1535 Coverdale 2 Chron. ix. 20 All 
kynge Salomons *drynkynge vessels were of golde. 1888 
Miss Braddon Fatal Three 1. v, The ^drinking-water of the 
house was supplied from this well. 

c. Special comb., as drinking-bout, a fit of 
hard di inking; drinking-club, an association for 
the purpose of drinking in company ; f drinking- 
money, t -penny = Drink-money ; drinking- 
song, one written about drink or drinking. 

1672 Cave Prim. Chr. in. ii. (1673) 285 Not spent upon 
feasts and *drinking- bouts. 1873 Black Pr. Thule (1874) 8 
As if he were at a drinking-bout of the lads. 1732 Berkeley 
A Iciphr. 11. § 19 Most free-thinkers are the proselytes of 
a *drinking-club. c 1489 Caxton Sonnes of Aymon xxviii. 
582 Goo to your purse & gyve vs som ^drynkynge money. 
x6n Florio, Beueraggio . . also drinking money, 1597 
Morley Inirod. Mus. x8o The slightest kind of musicke .. 
are the vinase or * dr inching songs. 

Bri'nking , , ppL a. [f. as prec. -b -ing 2.] That 
drinks, a. Of persons: Addicted to drinking; 
spec . indulging freely in intoxicants, b. Of a 
material : That sucks up moisture ; absorbent. 

<71x75 Lamb. Horn. 7 Of mile drinkende childre muSe. 1583 
Hollyband Campo di F'ior 339 Wast paper. Which we call, 
the drinking paper, which beareth no inke. 1856 Olmsted 
Slave States 97 Drinking men, wholly unfitted for the 
responsibility imposed on them. 1887 Pall Mall G. 23 Apr. 
12 fx Tobacco, .known in the trade as drinking tobacco, will 
carry the water better. 

Dri'nMess, a. [f. Drink sb. + -less.] With- 
out drink or liquid to quench one’s thirst ; dry. 

13. . Minor Poems fr. Vernon MS. (E* E. T. S.) 621/319 
Dru^e drinkeles was his tonge. <7 1374 Chaucer Troylus 

II. 669 (718) He nought for-bet pat euery creature Be 
drynkiees for alwey. 1496 Dives $ Panp. (W. de W.) x. 
xiii. 389/2 Moyses was with god. ..xl. dayesand.xl.nyghtes 
metelesse & drynkeles. 1646 F. Thorpe in Hull Lett. 
(1886) 143, I am now come back. .meatless and drinkless. 
1860 J. F. Campbell Tales West Highlands (.1890)1 1. 426 
He was grown sick : Sleepless, restless, meatless, drinkless. 

Drink-money. A gratuity to be spent on 
drink; a douceur. Cf. G. trinkgeld , F. pourboire. 

16 91 A. Haig in J. Russell Haigs (1881) xi. 332 A legg- 
dollar for parchment and drink-money. 1753 Hanway 
Trav. (1762) I. vn. xcvii. 451 Brandy, or uncommon fees of 
drink-money, will induce them to travel fast. <2x863 
Thackeray D. Duval iii, He bade the man follow him to 
the hotel. There should be a good drink-money for him. 

Brink-silver, -siller. Sc* = prec. ; a per- 
quisite. Also fig. 

1467 Sc. Acts Jas. Ill (1814) 87 (Jam.) And at na 
drinksiluer be tane be the maister nor his doaris. 1489 
Treasurer's Bks. 10 July in Tytler Hist. Scot. (1864) II, 
396 Given to the gunners to drink-silver, when they cartit 
Monss. . 18 shillings. 1637 Rutherford Lett. (1862) I, 297, 
I cannot get a house in this town wherein to leave drink- 
silver in my Master’s name. 1808-25 Jamieson, Drink-siller 
is still the vulgar designation. 

Drink-water, rare. [f. Drink v. + Water 
sb.] A drinker of water. 

<2x641 Bp. Mountagu Acts <5* Mon. (1642) 449 That hydro- 
pots, or drinke-waters were onely amongst the Rechabites. 

Drip (drip), v. Forms: 1 dryppan, 5-6 
riryppe, o drippe, 6- drip, (Sc. 6-9 dreip, 8-9 
dreep). [OE. dryppanz^-OTeut. *drupfan, from. 
u-gro.de of ablaut-senes *dreup - f . draup drup-> 
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OE. drdofian : see Dreep v. Examples of dryfifen 
are not known between the OE. period and the 
15th c., and it is possible that the modern vb. is 
from Norse : cf, in same sense Da. dry p fie. 

An OE. dryppan seems established by the imperative 
drype in the Leechd. (5 times on p. 40); the other OE. 
instances in Bosw-Toller appear to belong to drlepan, 
drypan , Dripe. As to the relations of these, see the etymo- 
logical note under Drop $A] 

X. tram. To let (a liquid) fall in drops ; to let 
fall (drops; rarely other objects). 

c 100 6 Sax, Leechd. I L 40 Drype on J?aet eare bone ele. c 1440 
Frump. Parv. .132/3' Dryppyn, or droppyn, stillo, gutio. 
2:552 Huloet, JDnppe,fundere gut t as. 1606 Sylvester Du 
M arias 11. iv. 11. Magnificence 448 Nectar-deaws, which 
Heaven drips. 1634 Hey wood Witches Lane. 1. Wks. 1874 
IV. .*86 Tie. dresse the dinner, though I drip my sweat, 
a 1745 Swift (J.), The lofty barn. .Which from the. thatch 
drips fast a shower of rain. 3830 Tennyson Dirge iv, The 
woodbine and eglatere Drip sweeter dews than traitor’s tear. 
fig . 1574 tr. Marlorais Apocalips 29 They bee called 
golden Candlestickes, bycause that they ., do drippe into 
mens hartes, the most pure, plaine, and naturall vnder- 
standing of faith. 

2 . intr. Of a person or object : To have moisture 
or liquid falling off in drops ; to be so copiously 
wet or saturated with as to shed drops. 

1508 Kennedie Fly ting iv. Dunbar 5*9 Thy dok of dirt 
dreipis. 1607 W. S[mith] Puritan iv. (R.) He drips and 
drops poor man. 1700 T. Brown tr. Fresny's Amusem ... 
Ser. £ Com. 46 Half Spent, and dripping from every Pore 
in his Body. 18x6 Scott Aniiq. xxvi, Her lang hair 
dreeping wi' the salt water. 1873 L. Stephen Playgr. Fur. 
viii. (1894) 173 Pine branches, .dripping with moisture, 
transf 1849 Freeman A rchit. 396 Every arch drips with 
foliations hanging free like lacework. 

+ b. absol. Falconry = Drop v, 2 b. Ohs. rare . 
1696 Phillips, Dripping [ed. 1706 dripping or dropping] 
in Faulconry, is when a Hawk muteth directly downward 
in several Drops. 

3 . intr. To fall in drops. 

<21x670 Hacket Alp. Williams 166 (ID The fat of the 
project dript insensibly away at a slow fire. 3676 Cotton 
Walton's Angler r. xiii. (R.) Having roasted him enough,-— 
let what was put into his belly, and what drips, be his sauce. 
x86o Tyndall Glac. 1. xxiii. 161 The rain.. came through 
the roof, and dripped from the ceiling. 

transf. and fig. 1891 Spectator 21 Mar., The surplus 
population of Southern Europe, .drips slowly into French 
Africa. 1894 Hall Caine Manx>nan 262 The moonlight 
was dripping down on him through the leaves of the trees. 

f 4 . intr. To slope, slant, dip. Ohs. 

1633-39, 1740 [see Dripping vhl. 3]. 1703 Moxon Mech. 
Exerc. 26 Holding your Hammer in your Right-hand, hold 
the Edge. .Dripping a-slope from the. Right-hand outwards. 
Drip (drip), sh. [f. prec. vb.] 
f 1 . A falling drop. Ohs. 

<*3440 Promp. Parv. 132/x Dryppe or drope {P. drepe), 
gutta, stilla. 1352 Huloet, Drippe or Droppe, gutia. 

2 . The act or fact of dripping or falling in drops. 
Also redtipl. drip-drip . In a drip : in a dripping 
condition, saturated. 

Right of drip (Law): an easement which entitles the 
owner of a house to let the water from his eaves drip on his 
neighbour’s land. 

1669 Worlidge Syst. Agric. vil. § 1 (i68x) 1x4 No Tree 
thriving under its drip. 18x6 Byron Ch. liar. in. lxxxvi, 
On the ear Drops the light drip of the suspended oar. 1855 
Mrs. Gaskell North $ S. ii, Listen to the drip-drip of the 
rain upon the leads. 1894 Howells in Harper’s Mag, Feb. 
378 He’s in such a drip of perspiration. 
fig. 1890 Spectator 8 Feb., The tedium of sitting under 
a drip drip of perfunctory discussion. 

3 . That which drips or falls in drops; pi. drippings. 

1707-12 Mortimer (J.), Water may be procured.. from the 

heavens by preserving the drips of the houses. x8ox Char- 
lotte Smith Solit. Wand. I. no But for the drip of the 
trees. s866 G. Macdonald Ann. Q. Neighb. xi. (1878) 227 
The drip from the thatch of the mill. 1880 V. L. Cameron 
Oior Future Highway II. xii. 244 An awning, .to keep the 
drips off. 

4 . Arch. a. A projecting ‘ member* of a cornice, 
etc., from which the rain-water drips and so is 
thrown off from the parts below, b. An over- 
lapping piece of lead-work ; cf. drip-joint in 8. 

1664 Evelyn tr. Frearfs A rchit. 129 A Corona or drip to 
the Capitel, whereof it is the Plinth and Superior. 1726 
Leoni Albertis A rchit. II 33/2 The mutules supporting 
the Drip. 3823 P. Nicholson Pract. Build. 407 Drips on 
Flats or Gutters ..are formed by dressing the joints of the 
lead as described for rolls, 3850 I nkersley Romanesque 
Archil. 274 Whose principal arches, .are covered with con- 
centric drips. 

t c. (See quot.) Ohs. 

3727-53 Chambers Cycl . , Drips is also used in building, 
for a kind of steps, on flat roofs, to walk Upon. This way 
of Wilding is much used in Italy;, where the roof is not made 
quite fiat, but a little raised in the middle; with Drips, or 
steps, lying a little inclining to the horizon. 3730-36 Bailey 
( folio). 

5 . (See quot.) 

1825 Brockett N. C. Gloss., Drip, stalactites, or petri- 
factions. 

^ 6. Manuf. A receptacle for waste or overflow, as 
in refrigerators, etc. 

3880 Lomas Alkali Trade 43 Only by his drips and 
chamber caps can an acid maker know exactly what is going 
on in his chambers. Ibid. 55 The drips of the first chamber 
must be kept at about 135°. 

, 7 - Mining. See quot., and cf. Drip v. 5. 

1856 S. C. Brees Terms A rchit., etc.. Drip (in mining), 
the angle or inclination of a stratum to the horizon. 


8 . attrih. and Comb., as drip-board, a board 
to carry off the drip; drip-cock, the tap of 
a ‘drip* to receive condensed moisture ; drip- 
cup, a cup-shaped vessel to catch droppings of 
liquid ; drip-joint (see quot); drip-moulding 
— Dripstone; drip-pan, a pan to catch drops of 
liquid ; drip-pipe (see quot.) ; drip-pump, a 
plumbers* pump for removing water from gas- 
pipes, etc. ; drip-shot (see quot.) ; drip-stick, in 
stone-sawing, a stick along which water is slowly 
led to the stone, to keep the kerf wet ; -*■ dripping- 
board', drip-tray * drip-pan. Also Dripstone. 

1890 R. Kipling Phant. Rickshaw 44 Over the mouth a 
wooden *drip-board projected. 1865 Gesnkr Coal, Petrol., 
etc, (ed. 2) 85 The *drip-cock carries off the condensed steam. 
s886 W. A. Harris Diet. Fire Ins., * Drip-cups .. provided 
to catch falling oil from bearings, and other lubricated por- 
tions of machinery. 1874 Knight Diet. Meek., * Drip-joint 
. . a mode of uniting two sheets of metal in roofing where 
the joint is with the current, so as m form a water conductor. 
3851 Turner Dom. A rchit. II. iii. 73 Windows .. with a 
*drip moulding. _ 1874 Knight Diet. Mech., * Drip-pipe, 
a small copper pipe . . from the waste-steam pipe inside, _ to 
carry off the condensed steam and other hot water which 
may be blown into the ‘ trap ’ at the top. 3758 Robertson 
in Phil. Trans. L. 497 Under almost all the arches there are 
great numbers of *drip-shot piles, or piles driven into the 
bed of the water-way, to prevent it from being washed away 
by the fall. 

Bri'p-drop, sh. [reduplication of Drip or 
Drop,] Continuous dripping with alternation of 
sound. So Drip-drop v., lit. and fig. 

*848 Mrs. Gaskell M. Barton ix, The drip-drop from 
the roof without. 1873 Browning Red Coti. Nt.-cap 269 
She patient , . wiled the slow drip-dropping hours away. 
1888 W. E. Henley in Pall Mall G. 11 June 3/r My 
very life goes dripping. Dropping, dripping, drip-drop- 
dropping, In the drip-drop of the cistern. 

f Dripe, v. Ohs. rare. [ME. drifien:— OE. 
drypan , early WS. *di'iepan:—‘*draupjan, causal 
from au-g rade of ablaut series *dreup -, draup -, 
drup ; see Drip v. and etymological Note to 
Drop sh.] 

1 . trans. To let drop, cause to fall in drops. 
c 893 K. Alfred Orosius iv. vii, ]>e mon nime senne eles 
dropan, and drype on an mycel fyr. c 1000 JElfric Horn. 

I . 118 Mine handa drypton myrran. c 1420 Pallad. on Hush. 

II. 277 Ek of the yonge out trie Oon heer, oon theer, and 
elliswhere hem dripe. 

1 2 . To moisten, wet with drops. Ohs. 

(In quot. 1573 prob, by ellipsis of prep, on.) 
c 1000 ^Elfric Horn. 1 . 330 He baed . . daet Lazarus moste 
his tungan drypan. 3573 Tusser Hash. xxxv. (1878) 78 
Ye may, for driping his fellowes, that hough cut away. 
Dri’pless, a. Without a drip ; that does not 
drip. 

1887 Pall Mall G. 25 Oct. 6/1 There are displays of taps, 
one a ‘dripless’. Mod. Advt., The Standard ‘ Dripless’ 
Strainer. No drip to soil table-linen. 

Dripper (dri-poi). [f. Drip v. + -erL] He 
who or that which drips ; a wet, rainy day. 

z686 Goad C elect. Bodies 1. xii. 59 Of 261 days there are 
found 140 Drippers. Ibid. xiii. 70 Of 87 Full Moons there 
appear. - Seventy Five Drippers. 

Brrpping, vhl. sh. [f. Drip v. + -ing.] 

1 . The fall of liquid in drops ; concr. the liquid 
so falling. 

c 1440 Promp. Pari*. 132/2 Dryppynge, or droppynge, 
stillacio. a 1635 Corbet On J. Dawson, Butler Ch. Ch. 
(R.), O ye barrels ! let your drippings fall In trickling 
streams, a 1816 Bp. Watson A need. I. 121 (R.) The scanty 
drippings of the most barren rocks in Switzerland. 

2 . spec. The melted fat that drips from roasting 
meat, which when cold is used like butter. Formerly 
often in pi. 

3463 [implied in Dripping-pan.] 1530 Palsgr. 215/1 Drep- 
yng of rost meate, la gresse du rost. 1552 Huloet, Drip- 
pinges of rost, 1601 Holland Pliny II. 385 The dripping 
or grauie that commeth from a rams lights rosted. 3723 
Swift Poems Wks. 1763 II, 341 For Candles she trucks her 
Dripping. 1826 Scott Let. to Lockhart 15 Jan., A good 
sirloin, which requires only to be basted with its own drip- 
ings. 1887 (R. N. Carey Uncle Max viii. 67 A piece of 
read and dripping. 

d 3 . A slope to carry off water. Cf. Drip sh. 7. 
1613-39 I ; Jones in Leoni Palladio's Archil. (1742) I. 71 
The Dripping of the Pavement. 3740 Dyche & Pardon, 
Dripping, .the inclination or angular slant of a pent house. 
4 . attrih. and Comb ., as dripping-board, a 
board from which water drips ; dripping-cake, 
a cake made with dripping; dripping-vat (see 
quot). Also Dripping-pan. 

1865 I. T, F. Turner Slate Quarries 16 The slab, on 
which, from a dripping-board a continuous dropping of 
water washes particles of flint sand beneath the saw-plate. 
1857 Hughes Tom Brown n. viii, The excellence of that 
mysterious condiment, a *dripprng-cake. 1874 Knight 
Diet. Mech., * Dripping-vat, a tank beneath a boiler, .to 
catch the overflow or drip, as.. in indigo-factories. 

Drrpping, fifil a. [f. Drip v. + ing *-.] 

1 . That drips ; having liquid falling off in drops. 
3783 Cowper Rose 10 A nosegay, so dripping and drowned. 
3801 Southey Thalaba xi. xxxvi, His back and dripping 
wings Half open’d to the wind. 1833 Ht. Martineau Cin- 
namon P. vi. 109 The other girls wrung out their dripping 
hair. 

b. Of weather: Wet, continuously rainy. 

1699 Poor Maris Plea 7 They had a dripping Harvest. 
1792 Trans. Soc. Arts X. 99 In any dripping year, you will 


not fail of two hundred bushels to an acre. 1894 Mrs. Jf„ 
Ward Marcella III. 250 A dripping September day. 

C. Dripping eaves. (See quot.) 

3847 Craig, Dripping-eaves, the lower edges of the roof 
of a building from which the rain drips to the ground. 1849 
Freeman A rchit. 189 The towers sometimes have octagonal 
spires of wood with dripping eaves. 

2 . quasi -#</». in phr . dripping wet. 

3840 Marry at pita Podr., SJV. by W. 2 IV., The master 
..came down dripping wet. 

Dripping-pan (dri-pi^psen). [f. Dripping 
vhl. shi] A pan used to catch the ‘ dripping’ from 
roasting meat. 

1463 Act 3 Edw. IV, c. 4 Hamers, pinsons, firetonges, 
drepyngpannes. 3552 Bury Wills t Camden' 142 One drypl 
pine panne of iron. 1769 Mrs. Raffald Eng. House'kpr . 
(1778) 95 Put them into a tin dripping-pan to bake or fry 
them. 1883 Knowledge 8 J une 342/2 Inside the cylinder [of 
the roaster] is a cylinder to support the dripping-pan. 

Bripple (dri-p’l ■, v. [A frequentative formation 
blending drip and dribble.] 

1. intr. — Dribble v. 3 ; but connoting a lighter 
and brisker motion. 

3821 Clare Vill. Minslr. II. 106 The brook mourns drip- 
pling o’er its pebbly bed. 3838 J. Stuuthers Poetic T, 59 
Drippling springs romantic play. 

2. = Drip v. 3 . 

1822 Byron Werner m. ii. 26 You who stood still Howling 
and drippling on the bank. 3863 Robson Bards Tyne 245 
Drippling like some River God, he slowly left the harbour. 

f Dri’pplekie. Obs. nonce-wd. A very small 
drop, a driblet. 

1668 Culpepper & Cole Barihol. Anal. nr. iii, *33 If you 
squeeze the substance thereof, many little Dripplekies of 
blood do sweat out. 

Drippy (dri-pi), a. [f. Drip + -y l.] Charac- 
terized by dripping; wet, rainy. 

18x7-38 Cobbett Resid. U. S. (1822) 50 The drippy and 
chilly climate of England. 1868 Longf. in Life (1891) III. 
108 In town. Muddy, sloppy, drippy. 

Dripstone (dri*psmun). 

1 . A moulding or cornice over a door, window, 
etc., to throw off the rain; a label. Also attrib. 

18x2-16 J. Smith Paiwrama Sc. Art 1 . 139 The drip- 
stone is generally clearly marked and often small. 1851 
Ruskin Stones Veu. I. vi. § 6 The dripstone is naturally the 
attribute of Northern buildings, and therefore especially of 
Gothic architecture. Ibid. § 9 A true dripstone moulding. 

2 . ‘ The name usually given to filters composed 
of porous stone* (Smyth Sailor’s Word-bk . 1867). 

3858 in Sim monos Diet. Trade. 

Driry, obs. form of Dreary a. 

Brisk- U.S. A drizzly mist. 

1717 S. Sewall Dia 7 y 27 Apr. (1882)111. 129 My Calash 
defended me well from the_ Cold Drisk. 3857 Thoreau 
Maine W. (1894) 239 We mistook a little rocky islet seen 
through the ‘drisk ’..for the steamer. 

Drisle, drissel, drit, obs. ff. Drizzle, Dirt. 
Drite, Obs. exc. Sc. Also 1 dritan, 5-6 
drytt, 5-7 dryte, (7 pa. t . drait, 8 dret, pa. 
pple. drate). [Com. Teut. str. vb. *drit-an, drait, 
dritan -, in ON. drita, dreit, dritinn, MDu. driten , 
Du. drijten, LG. driten. The strong inflexion pa. 
t. drate , drait, dret , and pa. pple. drit tin, also 
dirtin, are retained in Sc. Hence Dirt, ME. drit.] 
intr. To void or drop excrement; to stool. 

a 1000 Ags. Gl. in Wr.-Wiilcker 218/1 * Degestio, i. egestio, 
driting. c 3000 Sax. Leechd. I. 364 Nim eac grass )?2er 
hund jjjedrite}?. <2 x300 Cursor M. 22398 Sua sal he peris, al 
beseeten, Bath wit driten and soru beten. 3483 Cath, Angl , 
109/1 To Dryte, cacare , egerere. 3508 Kennedie Fly ting 
w. Dunbar 395 , 1 sail ding the, quhill thow dryte and dong. 
a 1605 Polwart Fly ting w. Montgomerie 754 And thou flyt, 
lie dryt in thy gob. 172X Kelly Sc. Prov. 367 (Jam.) You 
havedirten in your nest. 1789 Davidson Seasons 7 (Jam.) 
Ere. .the ducks had drate Upo’ the hallan-stane. 
Drithfe, obs. var. of Dryth. 

Drittin : see Drightin. 

Brivable (drorvab’l), a. [f. Drive v. + -able.] 
Capable of being driven ; suitable for driving. 

1854 Thoreau Walden i. (1863) 49 Straight, and drivable 
nails. 3880 Miss Braddon fust as I am liii, Within a 
driveable distance. 3893 Atkinson Moorland Par. 359 
When the snow began to be drivable. 3895 Athemeuin 
12 Jan. 52/3 That . . the majority of the Scotch moors [are] 

‘ drivable \ 

Drive (draiv), Zf. Pa. t. drove (drn u v) ; arch. 
drave (dr^v). Pa. pple. driven (drrv’n). [A 
Common Teut. vb., of first ablaut series : OE. 
drif-an , drdf, pi. drifon, drifen, corresp. to OS- 
driban, OFris. driva, Du. drijven), OHG. triban 
(Ger. ireihen ), ON. drifa (Sw. drifva, Da. drive), 
Goth, dreiban ; draib , dribitm ; dribans . Not re- 
presented outside Teutonic, 

The OE. inflexion is regularly represented by the current 
forms. In the pa. i , however, the northern drave long held 
the field (as in the Bible versions’ against the southern drove ; 
the ablaut plural driven became obs. in 35th c. A new 
pa. pple. dnnren , drove, after the pa. t., was also long used 
by some instead of driven .] 

A. Inflexional Forms. 

1 . Pi'esent stem. 1 dr if-, 2-5 drif-, dryf-, (4 
drijf-, 4-5 drift-, 5 dryff-, dreff-), 3- driv-, (3-6 
dryv-, 4-5 dryw-, 6 driev-). 

^900 tr. Bee da's Hist. 1. x. [xiii]. (1890)48 Us drifao oa 
ellreordan to sae. at 200 Moral Ode 116 Hine per to seal 
| driue. a 1300 Cursor M. 22642 tEdin.) Drif |>aini doun. C1300 
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Bck&i 197 So moche wo he gan dryve. <71400 Maundev. 
(Roxb.Vxx, 91 He herd ane dryfe bestez. 1483 Oath, Angl. 
zoo/i To Dry we (A. Dryffe). 1526 Pilgr. Perf. 179 b, Dryue 
hyhi away- 1553 Eden Treat. Newe Ind. (Arb.) 13 Whiche 
nacion the Turke-.entended to drieueout of India. 

% Pa. t. a. sing. a. 1 dr&f, 2-4 draf, 4-7 (9 
arch.) drave, (3 drsef, 4 north. 5-6 Sc. draif, 

5 drafe, Sc. draiff, drayff, drawe). These forms 
also pi from 13th c. in north, from 15 th c. 
generally : see below c 0. 

aiooa Caedmons Gen. 2804 J>a sewer. .Draf of wicum. .his 
axen beam, a 1Z25 Juliana 76 A steorm . . draf ham to londe. 
4Z1300 E. E. Psalter xlii[i]. 2 Wharfore awai drave bou me? 
C1400 Maundev. (Roxb.j xx. 92 A tempest, .drafe him. 1533 
Bbli.endkn Livy v. (1822) 417 Camillus draif infinite gudis 
fra Capena. x6xx Bible Josh. xxiv. 18 The Lord draue out 
from before vs all the people. 1647 Cowley Mistress, Usurpa- 
tion ii, But thou, their Cov’etous Neighbour, drav’est out 
all. 1676 Hobbes Iliad 1. 151 Nor ever thence my Kine or 
Horses drave. x8 87 Bowen Virg. Mneid 1. 29 Now from 
Latium’s shores Troy’s exiled army she drave. 

0. 3-5 drof, 4- drove, (4-5 drofe, droof(e, 
droff(e) . These forms also pi. from 1 4th c. 

c 1200 Trin. Coll. Horn. 39 Ure drill ten drof fele deules. . 
ut af a man. 13. . Coer de L. 5092 Syx thousand, .he droff 
hyrri before, c 1374 Chaucer A net. Arc. 190 She., drofe 
mm fortiie. c 1380 Wyclif Wks. (1880) 241 [Crist] droof 
out symonyentis. 1382 — Gen. xv. xi Abram droue hem 
awey. c 1450 Merlin 78 Our meynee . . drof hem ageyn. 
*473 Warkw. Chron. (Camden) 8 [He] droff oute of Lyn- 
colnshyre Sere Thomas a Burghe. 1596 Shaks i Hen. IV, 
iv. iii. 102 He. .droue vs to seeke out This Head of safetie. 
7. 3 dreof, 4 dref, 4-5 drife. 

■ C1205 Lay. 29939 Aftelstan. .dreof heom. .Ut ouer We3en. 
<7x330 R. Brunne Chron. IVace (Rolls) 1590 In- to be erthe 
his ax dref. c 1400 Sowdone Bab. 407 A Romayne drife a 
darte him to. 

S. 5-7 drived. 

1388 driueden [see 2 c]. <7x400 Melayne 328 To the Duke 
a dynt he dryvede. 1683 Baxter Paraphr. N. T., John 
iv. 46 Outward necessities, .drived many to seek to Christ, 
b. 2 sing. 1 drife. 

C. pi. 1 drifon (dreofon), 2-3 drife (n, 3-5 
drive (n, (4-5 dryve(n, dreven, -ynh 
C900 tr. Baida's Hist. it. v. (1890) 112 [Hi] dreofon hine 
onweg. c 1000 Ags. Ps. lix. 9 [lx. 10] j?u . . 3 e us swa drife, 
c 1000 Ags. Gasp, John ix. 35 Hi?; hyne drifon ut [cxi6o 
Hatton drifen], <7x205 Lay. 1673 Heo .. Driuen heoin on 
3einwasrd. c 1290 S. Eng. Leg. I. 39/188 Huy driue pane 
Wayn pare as be Quene was. 13.. Coer de L. 5774 That 
they ne dreven alle adoun. 1382 Wyclif Job xxiv. 3 They 
dryuen awei the asse [1388 driueden]. c 1420 Chron. Vilod, 
14 pai drevyn pe Bry tones hougt and drevyn hem in to Walys. 
c 1450 Merlin 78 We driven the remenaunt in at the gates. 

0. pi. from 13th c. in north, from 15th c. 
generally, as sing. : see 2 a, a, 0. 

a 1300 Cursor M 4572 (Cott.) pai draf [so GStt., Fair/. 
drave, Trin. droof] bit* °ber seuen a-wai. 1480 Caxton 
Chron. Eng. ccxxxix. 265 They., drofe oute al the prisoners. 
<21533 Ld. Berners Muon liv. 183 They, .draue away al the 
bestes. 

3 . Pa.pple. a. 1 drifen, 3- driven, (4 drivin, 
y-driven, 4-6 dry ven, -in, -on, -un, -yn, dreven, 
-in, -yn, 5 drifun, dry fen, Sc. drywyn, 5-6 
dr e win, -yn, 6 drieven). 

f 95° Lindisf. Gasp, Luke viii. 29 [He] xedrifen wses from 
diowlae on woesternum. c 1200 Orm. 8247 He wass drifenn ut. 
<11300 Cursor M. 21779 (Edin.) Nailis in his hend and fete 
That driuin ware, c 1330 A rth. Alert. 6223 Y-driuen 
he was undir the toun. a 1340 Hampole Psalter x. 7 pai 
ere. , dryuen in til be pitt of hell, c 1340 Cursor Al. 9454 
(Fairf.) Drevyn fro his Erytage. <7x380 Wyclif Serm. 
Sel. Wks. I. 187 Was dryvun pus in to helle. c 1400 Desir. 
Troy 12322 Dry von fro. troy. <r 1400 Apol. Loll. 99 All 
be . drifun in to b e seruice of Crist. 1535 Coverdale Ps. 
xliiifi]. 2 How thou hast dryuen out the Heithen with thy 
honde. 1553. Eden Treat. Newe Ind. (Arb.) 9 Drieuen 
into Germanie. 1536 Chron. Gr. Friars (Camden). 28 
By tempest ware drevyne to Porchemoth havyne. 1563 
WinJet Wks. (1890) II. 22 The preistis dryuin away and 
banissit. Ibid. 63 This wii . . violentlie is drewin. 

ft 3 ydryve, 3-6 drive (4-5 dryve, idreve, 
5 idrevfe, drif, 6 dryff, dreff). 

1297 E. Glouc. (1724) 97 Mid strengpe ydryue into Yrlonde. 
C X330 R. Brunne Chron. Wace (Rolls) 13856 Ner al slayn, 
and dryue bakward. <7x386 Chaucer Frank!. T. 502 
This bargayn is ful dryue. 1387 Trevisa Higden (Rolls) I. 
*33 Nilus is i-dreue a}e. <7 1400 Song Roland 1024 Or this 
dredfull day was drif to nyght. c 1485 E. E. Alisc. 
(Wart on Club) 43 From dale to doune I am i-dreufe. 15x3 
Douglas AEneis 1. Contents 2 How the . . Troianis war 

■ n I e Cartage ciete. [1517 Torkington Pilgr. (1884) 
59 Dryff m to Barbaria. Ibid. 60 We war Dreff bakward.] 

7. 5-8 drove, 6—7 droven. 

*4 - * Amis 4* A mil. 2461 (Douce MS.) When the! had.. 
Droue oute both broun and blake. 1557 North Gueu- 
ara s Dialt Pr. 152 b/2 To haue drouen out the Gothes. 
1607 Topsell Four-/. Beasts (1658) 480 They were drove 
formost. . Ibid. 517 They are not to be droven but to be 
carryed in a. Cart. 1648 Gage West. Ind. viii. (1655) 24 
We thought it would [have] blown and droven us out of our 
beds. 1781 Gibbon Deal. 4- F. II. xxvi. 13 The victor and 
the vanquished have alternately drove, and been driven. 
1799 Nelson 18 Feb. in Nicolas Disp., The French yet 
may be drove out of the Kingdom of Naples. 

8. 5-7 drived. 

1523 Ld. Berners Froiss. I. ccclxxxvi. 658 They were 
driued home agayne to their losse. 

B. Signification. 

I. To force (living beings) to move on or away. 

1 . trans. To force (men or animals) to move on 
before one, or flee away from one, by blows or 
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intimidation ; to urge on or impel with violence. 
Usually with an adv. or prepositional phrase de- 
fining the direction, etc., as away, back , down; in, 
off, on, out, up ; from, to, toward, through a place, 
etc. In comb, with an adv. often answering in 
sense to a compound verb from L. : drive back — 
repel, drive out = expel, drive in or on — impel 
c loco Ags. Gosp . Mark xi. 15 He ongann drifan [<71x60 
Hatton drifen] of b am temple ; syllende and bicgende. 
c 1205 Lay. 17613 Drif heorn of mrde. a 1300 Cursor M. 
3832 (Gott.) I se his dohutir rachell Driuand his bestes to 
pe well. 1413 Pilgr. Sowle (Caxton 1483) 1. n. 3 Michael 
drofe me out of heuene. <7x440 Promp. Parv. X32/2 Dryve 
bestys, mino. 1483 Cath. A ngl. 109/2 To Dryvve {A • 
Dryffe) away. 1530 Palsgr. 529/2 I drive a thyng afore 
me, je chasse deuant moy. Ibid. 530/1 He drave me 
out a dore .. as I had ben a dogge. 1553 Eden Treat. 
Newe Ind. (Arb.) 38 We droue them to fiyghte. 1646 
P. Bulkeley Gospel Covf. To Rdr. 5 To be driven up and 
downe the world, as a vagabond, or as dryed leaves. 1726 
Swift It cannot rain but it pours Wks. 1755 ill. 1. 134 A 
flock of sheep, that were driving to the shambles. 1855 
Macaulay Hist. Eng. Ill, 333 l£ was impossible to drive 
him to bay. 1888 J. Inglis Tent Life in Tigerland 35 I he 
Indian jackal, .can fight in an ugly way when driven into 
a corner. 1894 Baring-Gould Deserts S. France II. 254 
The King, .drove in the Russian sharpshooters. 

b. Proverb. 

1532 More Confut. TindaleNIVs,. 557/1 He must needesgo, 
whom the dyuel dryueth. 1556 J- Heywood Spider 4- F, 
Iv. A a vb, Forth he must (they say) that the deuil doth 
driue. 1590 Lodge E up hues Gold. Leg. (1887) 92 He is in 
haste whom the devil drives. <2x659 Cleveland Coach- 
man 6 The Proverb, needs must go when th] Devil drives. 
x886 Mrs. Lynn Linton Past on Carew xxxiii, I am sorry 
for that little fellow, .but needs must when the devil drives. 

c. transf. To constrain or oblige to go or flee 
(by force of circumstances, or by an inward feeling 
or impulse). 

<7 15x0 Robin Hood in Arb. Garner VI. 449 What need 
driveth the to green wood ? 16x5 J. Stephens Satyr. Ess., 
Fidler 425 Hope of imployment drives him up to London. 
1650 Trapp Comm. Gen. xlvii. 20 Stark hunger drove the 
woife out of the wood, as the proverb is. 1755 S. Walker 
Serm. x, A Knave, or a Sot ! who is drove by the Fear of 
an After-reckoning to the Church. 1867 Q. Rev. Oct. 30 
Thirst for knowledge drove him to Jerusalem. 1879 Cas- 
sell's Teckn. Educ. IV. 235/2 The persecutions, .drove about 
5,000 refugees to England. 

2. Jig. (with abstract object). 

c 1200 Trin . Coll. Horn. 79 Swilch manifeald pine., 
driuen ut of ure poght }?e fule lustes. a 1300 Cursor AT. 
26865 His scrift [>ou agh noght to driue awai. 1484 
Caxton Fables of Page (1889) 4 To dryue awey mel- 
ancholye. 1576 Fleming Panopl. Epist. 28 [This] drave 
all my sorrow es into perpetual exile. 1672 Cave Prim. 
Chr. i. iv. (1673) 88 When he could not drive the thing 
he might at least banish the name. _ 1791 Gent t. Mag. 
23/1 French bread having driven English from the tables 
of the great. 1892 Speaker 8 Oct. 427/1 India .. has prac- 
tically been driving China out of the London Market. 

b. To put, bring, cause to fall ( upon a person). 
Obs. or arch. 

a 1300 Cursor Al. 19335 (Gott.) Queder 3c will driue on vs 
be blam. 1535 Coverdale 2 Sam. xv. 14 Lest he .. dryue 
some mysfortune vpon vs. 1885 R. Bridges Nero n, iv, 
Drive not the fault on him. 

8. To cause to flee before one’s pursuit ; to chase, 
hunt, pursue, follow ; also Jig. Obs. ox arch, 

<7X200 Trin. Coll. Horn. 209 j?e deuel . . henteS us alse 
hunte driueS deor to grune. 1340 Ayenb. 75 ]?e on vly3f?, 
be ober hyne dryfb- 1375 Barbour Bruce v n. 66 He vist 
full weill that thai vald drif The kyngis trass till thai hym 
ta. 16. . Chevy Chase ii. To drive the deer with hound 
and horn, Earl Percy took his way. 1639 Ld, Digby Let. 
conc. Relig. iv. (1651) 93 To drive up this belief to the 
Patriarkes. x8io Scott Lady of L. vi. xxiv, Drive the 
fleet deer the forest through. 

b. To chase or frighten the game or wild beasts 
of an extensive area into nets, traps, or a small 
area where they can be killed or captured. (See 
Drive sb. 1 c.) 

*753 Chambers Cycl. Supp Driving , amongst sportsmen, 
a term applied to the taking of young pheasants, and some 
other birds, in nets of an open structure. Driving of wild 
fowl , is only practicable in the moulting time, .and is to be 
done by means of a spaniel. 1841 J. Forbes Eleven V. in 
Ceylon 1. 125 To encircle the herd, and to await his signal to 
commence driving. Ibid. X39 We could distinctly see the 
progress of the people employed in driving. .At last the 
elephants broke from the jungle. 1883 igth Cent. Dec. 
1096 Battue shooting and grouse and partridge driving. 
1890 Baker_ Wild Beasts I. 162 Any form of shooting 
excepting driving is quite impossible under these conditions. 

C. absol. To drive a tenant's cattle to the pound 
as a method of distraining for rent. 

a 1659 Cleveland Poems , 4-c. 19 (T.) His landlord, .hath 
sent His water-bailiff thus to drive for rent. 1766 GolDsm. 
Vic. W. xxiv, My steward talks of driving for the rent. 
x868 Trench Realities Irish Life vi; 82 The term ‘ driving 
was applied to a summary process for recovering rent, which 
the law in these days conferred upon the landlord, whereby 
he could drive to the pound the cattle of any tenant who 
owed any rent whatever, without previous notice. 

4 . With the place or area as verbal object : a. 
To drive off the animals, etc. from (a district); 
to scour, devastate, harry, b. Forest Law. To 
drive together all the cattle in (a forest) for pur- 
poses of identification, etc. ; see Drift sb. 1 b. c. 
Hunting. To search (a wood, district, etc.) for 
game ; also absol. 

a 1400-50 Alexander 1x98 All j?e pastours and pt playnes 
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prestly to driue, And bring in all b e bestaill, barayn and 
othire. 1540 Act 32 Hen. VIII , c. \3- § 4 All forrestis . . 
shalbe driven at the feast of Sainct Michaell. 1697 
Duyden jEneid 1. 745 We come not with design of wastful 
Prey, To drive the Country, force the Swains away. 1727 
Pope, etc. Art of Sinking 72 They have .. driven the 
country, and carried off at once whole cart-loads of our 
manufacture. 1790 R. Bage Hermsprong xxiii, If I live, 

1 will drive the country of him. 1890 Baker Wild Beasts 
4- their Ways h 88 One day we were driving a rocky 
hill for a tiger. Ibid. 417 We were driving for any kind 
of animals that the jungle might produce. 

5 . spec. To urge onward and direct the course of 
(an animal drawing a vehicle or plough, or the 
vehicle itself; also, by later extension, a railway 
engine or train, etc.). 

[c xooo Christ 677Sum mas?; ofer sealtne sae sundwudu drifan.] 
a 1250 Prov. Hi If red 95 in O. E. Misc. xo8 And b e cheorl 
beo in fryb- .And his plouh beo i-dryue. 1382 Wyclif 

2 Sam. vi. 3 The sones of Amynadab dryuen the newe 
wayn. <7x470 Henry Wallace vi. 437 A werk man come 
fast, Dryfande a mere. 1553 T. Wilson Rhet. (x 580) 206 
He is a meter man to drive the cart then to serve the 
court. 1667 Milton P. L. hi. 438 Where Chineses drive 
With Sails and Wind thir canie Waggons light. <7 x676 
Lady Chaworth in 12th Rep. Hist. AISS. Comm. App. v. 

34 Sledges., are counted dangerous things and none can 
drive the horse that draws them about but the D. of Mon- 
mouth. X895 Law Times Rep. LXXIIL 623/2 The engine- 
driver drove his train at the rate of- .forty miles an hour % 

Jig. 1789 Wolcott (P. Pindar) Ep. to falling Minist. 
Wits- 1812 II. 1x6 Who driveth. Jehu-like, the church and 
state. 1892 Mrs. H. Ward D. Grieve 11. vii, Louie isn’t 
an easy one to drive. 

b. To carry or convey in a vehicle. 

1662 J. Bargrave P<7/<? Alex. F/ 7 (1867) 120 To be droven 
in a wheelbarrow. x86o Tyndall Glac. 1. xxvii. 21Z, I was 
driven by my two guides in an open sledge to Sallenches. 
Alod. You can have the luggage driven to the station. 

e. absol. To guide a vehicle or the animal that 
draws it, to act as driver ; also, to travel or be con- 
veyed in a carriage under one’s own direction or at 
one’s disposal. Also intr. (for pass.), of the 
vehicle. 

One drives in a vehicle of which the course^ is under one’s 
control, as one’s own or a friend’s pri vate carriage, or a hired 
carriage or cab ; one rides in a vehicle the course of which 
one does not control, as a public stage-coach, omnibus, or 
tram-car, or the cart of a friendly farmer who gives one a 
‘lift ‘ on the 1 way. 

1592 Shaks. Rom. 4* Jul. 1. iv. 82 Sometime she [Queen 
Mab] driueth ore a Souldiers necke. 1634 SirT. Herbert 
Trav. 136 So that a-top might drive together sixe Chariots. 
X709 Berkeley Th. Vision § 46, I hear a coach drive along 
the street. 1717 Prior Alma in. 140 The man within the 
coach that sits . . Is safer much ..than he that drives. 1793 
Regal Rambler 83 The lady, .ordered her coachman .. to 
drive on. <7x838 Landor hnag. Conv. Wks. 1846 II. 14 If 
they do not like the price, they drive off. 1877 M. M. Grant 
Sun-Maid ii, They drove through a shady beech-wood. 
2892 Times 19 Jan. 7/5 The Queen drove yesterday after- 
noon. 1893 Earl Dunmore Pamirs II. 293 A new bridge 
..was just finished as we drove up. Alod. You can ride 
by omnibus all the way; but, as time is an object, you had 
better take a cab and drive to London Bridge, 
t 6. intr. or absol. To ride hard on horseback. 

CX300 Havelok 2702 He cam driuende up-on a stede, 

<7 1450 Merlin 335 Thei saugh her meyne come full barde 
dryuinge. 1470 85 Malory Arthur vn, viii, They sawe a 
kuyght come dryuend by them al in grene. 

II. To impel (matter) by physical force. 

7 . trans. To cause (something) to move along 
by direct application of physical force ; to propel, 
carry along (usually said of the wind, or a current 
of water). 

<2x067 Charter of Eadweard in Cod. Dipl. IV. 221 Eall 
Sait to his strande gedryuen hys. c 1200 Trin. Coll. Horn. 
175 Storm. . arereS shures fele and driued hem biforen him. 
a 1300 K. Horn 119 pe se bat schup so faste drof. c 1400 
Sowdone Bab. 76 A drift of wedir us droffe to Rome. 1582 
N. Lichefield tr. Castanheda’s Conq. E. % Ind. Iv. 117 b, 
Their ships were driuen on shore, for all their Ankors. 1697 
Dryden Virg. Georg. 1. 125 When the light Stubbie, to the 
Flames resign’d, Is driv’n along, and crackles in the Wind. 
1762 Falconer Shipwr. ir, 805 Our helpless bark at last 
ashore is driven. 184171 T. R. Jones Anim. Kingd. iyd. 4) 
696 To prevent the blood from being driven back again into 
the ventricle, 1862 Miss Yonge C’tess Kate ix, Alice and 
1 used to drive hoops. 

b. To direct the course of (timber floating down 
a stream). (U.S. and Canada.) 

1848 Thoreau Maine W. (1894) 55 It was easy to see that 
driving logs must be an exciting as well as arduous and 
dangerous business. > 1873 Gt. Indust. U. S. 822 The difficult 
and dangerous service of driving the logs down the rivers 
to the abodes of civilization. 

8. To cause to go with force ; to throw, cast, send, 
impel in any direction ; e.g. to throw down by force, 
force asunder, separate or dispel with force, 

a xooo Booth. Metr. xxix. 57 (Fox Hwilum )?mt drige drift 
J?one wsetan. a 1300 Cursor Al. 26047 Samson . . bis bus 
skakand don dos he drijfe. <7 1340 Ibid. 21 143 (Trin.) Stones 
at him bei draue. 1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. xvi. lxii. 
{1495) 573 A nother kynde [of stone] forsakyth yren and 
dryueth it awaye fro hymself. <7x440 York Myst. xvii. 283 
Hayll! duke pat dryues dede vndir fete. X581 Pettie 
Guazzo's Civ. Conv. 1. (1586) 17 b, The Northeast winde 
doth not so drive in sunder the clouds. 1858 A. W. Dray- 
son Sporting S. Africa 191 He generally drove a bullet 
pretty straight. Alod. Sc. dial , Boys driving stones at a 
bird in a tree. 

b. Cricket . To strike (a ball) with the. bat held 
upright, so as to send it back (more or less) in* 
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the direction of the bowler. (Often with the 
bowler as object.) c. Base-hall and Lawn- 
Tennis. To throw or hit (a ball) very swiftly. 

1857 Hughes Tam Brawn it. viii. (1880) 358 Arthur gets 
the ball again, and actually drives it forward for two. 1881 
Standard 28 June 3/1 Whiting drove Studd to the off for 
four. 1882 Daily Tel. 17 May, Shaw, letting out at that 
bowler’s next delivery, drove it to the boundary for a quar- 
tette. 1894 Daily News 12 June 3/4 Moorhouse, in attempt- 
ing to drive Richardson was bowled. 

d. To separate (feathers or down) artificially by 
a current of air which drives away the lightest and 
collects them by themselves. 

1604 [see Driven 2].. 1696 [see Driving vhl. sh. 2]. 1755 
Johnson, Drive, . . 18 To purify by motion : so we say to 
drive feathers. 18x7 [see Driven 2]. 

9. To force, impel, or expel, by a blow or thrust ; 
spec, to force by blows (a stake, a nail, etc.) into 
the ground or into anything solid, so as to fix it in 
its place. Also fig, 

a 1235 Ancr. R. 122 [Hy] driuen Jmruh his four limes Irene 
neil.es <1x300 Cursor M. 7809 Thoru his licam mi suerd i 
draif. 14x7 Surtees Misc . ( 1890) 12 Als the stakes are dryfen. 
X530 Palsgr. 530/1, I drive out the heed or bottome of any 
vessell, je effonce. 1586 B. Young Guazzo’s Civ. Conv. iv. 
191 One nayle is driven out by an other. 1667 Puimatt 
City C. Build. 03 The ground is not firm to build on, but 
doth require stakes to be droven. 1698 Fryer E. India <$• 
P . 58 Coopers, .driving home their Hoops. x8x6 Keatinge 
Trav. (18x7) II, 44 [He] drove his heels into the horse's sides. 
1890 Baker Wild Beasts # Ways I. 147 The elephant., 
drove his long tusks between the tiger's shoulders. 

fig. 1607 Hieron Wks. I. 215 That I may . . driue home the 
naile of this exhortation euen to the head. 1891 Lazo Times 
XC. 459/2 The enormity of a particular case only drives 
home upon the public mind the evils of perjury. 

b. intr. for refl. or pass, (of a nail, ball, etc/. 

1703 Moxon Meek. Excrc. 123 These Hook-Pins . . drive 

into the Pin-holes through the Mortesses and Tennants. 
<351774 Goldsm. Surv. Exper. Philos. (1776) II. 97 At 
twenty-six yards distance it [the ball] would drive through 
an oak board half an inch thick. 1793 Smeaton Edysione 
L, § 239 The trenail would drive no further. 

c. transf (trans.) To drive nails into, so as to 
fasten ; to drive the hoops upon (a cask). 

x6gx T. H[ale] New Invent. 26 Their sheathing when 
laid on, and droven with Nails. 1757 W. Thompson R. N. 
Advoc. 18 The Casks not having been drove and filled up. 

10. To cause (a cavity, tunnel, etc.) to penetrate 
any solid formation; spec, in Mining to excavate 
horizontally (also absol.'w distinguished from Sink. 

<71485 Digby Myst. (1882) iv. 665 A gret wountle is in your 
..sid, Full deply drevyn with a..sper. 1665 Phil. Trans. 
1. 79 In the working, or driving as they call it, of Mines or 
Adits under ground. 1859 Cornwallis New World 1 . 132 
To sink a square or round shaft, .and then to drive or exca- 
vate horizontally, in search of the glittering ore. 1871 
Browning Pr. Hohenst. 1845 Yet would fain build bridge, 
Day rail, drive tunnel. 

11 . intr. (Also to let drive ) : To aim a blow or a 
missile, to strike at. b. trans. To aim (a blow) ; 
to strike (a person) with a thrust of the arm. 

<7x380 Sir Perumb. 4538 On \>e heued a gerd, As harde as 
he may dryue. c 1400 Destr. Troy 9430 Palomydon . . droffe 
vnto Deffibus.with a dynt felle. 1566 Painter /W. Pleas. 

I. 5 He let driue at him with great violence. 1596 Shaks. 

1 Hen. IV, ir. iv. 217 Foure Rogues in Buckrom let driue at 
me. 17x3 Swift Frenzy of % Dennis Wks. 1755 III. 1. 145 
[He] let drive at us with a vast folio. 1752 Scotland’s Glory 
14 Driving at him with her stool. 1894 Westm. Gaz. 2 Apr. 
7/x It is not the proper thing to drive a man with the elbow. 

12 . trans. To spread or beat out thin. (Now 
only as a techn. term in Painting: see quot. 1859 .) 

14.. Noble Bk. Cookry (Napier) 47 As thyn as ye may 
dryf them. 1530 Palsgr. 529/2, I drive a thyng abrode, I 
spred it, or make it larger, jeslargis .. Drive this playster 
abrode, eslargissez cest emplastre. x6ox Holland Pliny 

II. 553 A master and his prentise wrought in a strife 
and contention, whether of them could driue his earth thin- 
nest. 1849 J. S. Templeton Guide Oil Paint, i. ted. 39)44 
By. .scumbling is meant the driving opaque tints very thinly 
over parts that have already been painted. 1859 Gullick 
& Timbs Paint. 230 When colour is spread thinly and 
rapidly, it is occasionally said to be ‘ driven '. 

b. Printing. To drive out , over : see quots. 
Also intr. for pass . : see quot. 1823 . 

. 1727-52 Chambers Cycl. s.v. Printing , When an omission 
is to be made . . If it be but little, the compositor takes it 
out, and drives out the remaining matter. 1823 Crabb 
Technol. Diet, s.v., A compositor is said to drive out when 
he sets wide ; the matter in the chace is said to drive out 
when, by the addition of fresh matter, it is obliged to be 
moved forwards into the next page. Mod . This word should 
not have been driven over. 

f 13. To drive a buck of clothes : see Buck sbf> 3 . 
1588 L. M. tr. Bk. Dyeing 10 Then drive them as you doe 
a bucke of clothes, and when they are well driven, then shall 
you take them foorth of the bucking tubbe. 1630 J. Taylor 
(W ater P.) Wit $ Mirth Wks. n. 181/2 A woman was driv- 
ing a buck of clothes. 1648-1753 [see Buck sbA 3]. 

+ 14. To dress (cloth). Ohs. 

a i66x Holyday Juvenal 169 A greasie cloak.. of some 
gross die, w* some French weaver drove but ill. 

15. To set in motion, set going, supply motive 
power for (a mill, machinery, etc.). 

1596 Spenser F. Q : vi. i. 21 A water-streame, whose swell- 
ing sourse Shall drive a Mill. 1654 Whitlock Zootomia 
428 As good water goetlx by the Mill as driveth it. 1799 J. 
Robertson Agric. Perth 33 The stream that drave the 
machinery. 1855 Lardner Mus. Sc. % Art v. 37 The ma- 
chinery which the axle of the fly-wheel drives. 1891 Times 
» Oct. 3/1 A dynamo driven by belting from the engine. 


b. To drive a quill , a pen \ to write. 

1793 Regal Rambler 32 Flourish thy fork, and drive thy 
quill. 1803 M. Cutler in Life , Jrnls. <§* Carr. (1888) II. 
i3x, I am compelled to write them as fast as I can drive my 
pen. 1878 Besant & Rice Celias Arb. vii, One of half a 
dozen who drove the quill for very slender wage. 


III. To impel forcibly to action, or into some 
state ; to constrain, compel. 

16. To incite or impel powerfully or irresistibly; 
to force, compel {to or into some action, to do 
something; also ,from a course of action, etc.). 

<7x200 Trin. Coll. Horn. 105 He [}>e deuel] me drof 
J>erto. a 1300 Cursor M. 26262 For jpou hir. has to sun 
driuen. <7x449 Pkcock Repr. n. xvii. 253 Thom} 3e be 
therto dryue bi peynes. 1553 T. Wilson Rhet. (1580) 142 
[He] was driven to laugh at his owne errour. 1667 Milton 
P. L. iv. 184 A prowling Wolfe, Whom hunger drives to 
seek new haunt for prey. 1751 Jortin Serm. (1771) L iv. 
71 This driues him to contract unprofitable friendships. 
1873 Black Pr.. Thule xxii, 363 The pride of the girl had 
driven her to this decision. 


17. To impel, force, or bring forcibly into some 
state or condition, f To drive to scorn , to hethingv 
to put to scorn, make an object of scorn (obs.). 

<2x300 Cursor M. 26455 His lauerd he driues to scorn. 
Ibid. 268x0 pai crist till hethiug driue. cx 470 Henry 
Wallace vi. 153 ‘ Me think quod he, * thow drywys me to 
scorn ’. 1548 Hall Chron ., Hen. VII , 37 b, Howbeit the 
prolongyng of tyme drave Perkyn into a suspicion. 1576 
Fleming Panopl. Epist. 388 Discouraged, and driven into 
dumpes of doubtfulnesse. 1615 J. Stephens Satyr. Ess . 
356 She drives the Parson out of Patience with her modestie. 
1727 Swift Gulliver m. iii, 198 An extremity to which the 
prince is seldom driven. 1879 F. W. Robinson Coward 
Consc. n. xxii, It's enough to drive one out of his senses. ^ 
b. With adj. complement : To drive mad , dis- 
tracted. crazy, i. e. into the state of madness, etc. 

1813 Shelley Queen Mab v. 1x3 Or religion Drives his 
wife raving mad. X841 Myers Caih. Th. iv. § 40. 388 Ques- 
tions which drove the subtlest of their doctors^ almost dis- 
tracted. 1852 Mrs. Stowe Uncle Tom’s C. xvi, A strange 
hand about me would drive me absolutely frantic. 

18. To urge on, incite to action; to force to 
work ; to overwork, overtask. 

1645 Ward Serm. bef. Ho. Corn, in Southey Comm.-pl. 
Bk. Ser. 11. (1849) 6 A field which is driven, and the heart 
of it worn out, whatever seed is cast in, it returns nothing. 
1838 Gray Lett. (1893) 79 In order that he might drive the 
committee a little, if it should be necessary. 1889 Pall 
A/all G. 30 Dec. 6/3 A very important matter in the training 
of a horse is not to drive him. I mean by that, not to over- 
work him, not to push him. 


IV. 19. trans. To carry on vigorously, 'push’, 
prosecute, conduct, practise, exercise (a custom, 
trade, etc.) ; to carry through or out, to effect ; to 
bring to a settlement, conclude (a bargain). 

<7961 /Ethelwoi.d Rule St. Benet lvii. (Schr8er) 115 pa Se 
pone ceape drifaS. c 1200 Trin. Coll. Horn. 193 Talewise 
men, pe speches driuen, and maken wrong to rihte, and 
riht to wronge. c 1250 Gen. fy Ex. 1681 Long wune is her 
driuen. X297 R. Glouc, (1724) 471 The King wolde, that in 
his court the pie solde be driue. 571330 R. Brunne Ckron. 
(1810) 1 Thorgh out Chestreschire werre gan thei dryue. 
c 1386 Chaucer Frankl. T. 502 This bargayn is ful dryue 
[v. rr. dreue, drewyn]. c 1400 Destr. Troy 5600 What dede 
haue we don, or dryuen to an end ? 1590 Recorde, etc. 
Gr. Aries Pref. (1640) A iv, Arithmetic, by which . . all 
reckonings and accounts [were] driven. 1631 Sanderson 
Serm. II. 8 Let two men. .pursue the same business, drive 
the same design. 1655 Fuller Ch. Hist. ix. i. § 37 
A Bargain can never be driven, where a Buyer can on no 
terms be procured. 1752 Hume Ess. <$• Treat . (1777) I. 204 
The wife, .will still be driving some separate end or project. 
c x 795 Ld. Auckland Sp. Jrnl. in Corr. (x86i) II. 36 The 
Portuguese princess spoke French sufficient to drive a con- 
versation. 1872 Black Adv. Phaeton vi. 8x He stuck to 
his business and drove a thriving trade. 1878 Bosw. Smith 
Carthage 78 But the senate . . managed to drive a hard 
bargain with the Syracusan king, 
b. with on. through. 

1523 Ld. Berners Froiss. I. ccliii. 375 The mariage. .was 
driuen through and agreed. 1648 Eikon Bas. 30 Some 
men driving on their private ends, a x66x Fuller Worthies 
(1840) III. 490 Trading was driven on, either by the bartery 
or change of wares, .or else by money. 17x2 Swift Conduct 
of Allies Wks. 1778 II. 368 We drove on the war at a 
prodigious disadvantage. 

V. To go through, endure, pass, prolong. 

+ 20. trans. Togo through (something painful 
or unpleasant) ; to endure, suffer, undergo. (App. 
confused to some extent with Dree.) Ohs. 

<2x300 Cursor M. 7829 (GOtt.) A fouler dede [= death] 
J>an ani may driue. 1414 Brampton Penit. Ps. xxii, Wliil 
thou wilt here thi penaunce dryve. C1430 Hymns Virg. 
120 Bettyr . . Than soche payne for to dryve. <7 1450 St. 
Cuthbert (Surtees) 516 parfore sorow grete sho draue. 

+21. To pass, spend (time) ; to cause (the time) 
to pass : often with away, forth, over. Obs. 

13. . Gaw. <5- Gr. Knt. 1176 [He] . .drof pat day wyth loy 
Thus to pe derk ny3t, 1393 Langl. P. PI. C. 1. 225 As 
dikers and deluers pat. .dryuep forp hure daies with ‘deux 
sane dame emme ! * <7 1425 Eng. Conq. Irel. (E. E. T. S.) 
88 Anoon he wold aryse & stonde, & so dryue forth al pe 
meste parte of the nyght. 1484 Caxton Fables of HE sop 
im viii, To dryue aweye the tyme. 1500-20 Dunbar Poems 
xxiv. 17 Quha . . dois his dayis in dolour dryfe. 1603 
Knolles Hist. Turks 976 To drive out the time, untill his 
soldiers.. were all gathered together. 1697 Dryden Virg. 
Georg, m. 583 To drive the tedious Hours away. 

+ to. intr. Of time : To pass away, elapse. Obs. 

c 1450 St. Cuthbert (Surtees) 6699 pe 3eris of criste war 
otir dryue Sex hundreth' thritty and fyue. c 1470 Henry 
Wallace vui. 1182 The nycht was myrk, our drayff the 


dyrkfull chance. 1569 Moray Let. to Cecil 22 Feb. in Tytler 
Hist. Scot. (1864 III. 317 Let not time drive, but with 
speed let us understand her majesty's mind. 1674 
Fairfax Bulk % Selv. 155 Two times may as well drive on 
by each others side.. as two everlastingnesses. 

22. trans. To protract, prolong (time or occupa- 
tion) : also with off, out , on. Hence, to put off, 
defer. Also absol. 

c 1300 Beket 45 He drof hire evere biheste. 1509 Hawes 
Past. Pleas, xvi. xxix, Dryve of no lenger, but tell me your 
mynde. 1530 Palsgr. 529/2 I drive of a thynge, I dyffar 
it, je differ re. 1537 Durham Defos. 30 June (Surtees 1 53 
Dryue yt no longer. 1658-9 Burton’s Diary (1828) IV. 140 
If you drive it long, they will make it their advantage to 
break with you. 1705 Bosman Guinea Pref. 4, I have pur- 
posely affected Brevity, otherwise I could have drove out 
to a bulky Volume. 1741 tr. De Mouhys Fort. Country 
Maid I. 209, I drove on the Time, if I may be allow’d the 
Expression, in Hopes [etc,]. x8z8 Craven Dial., Drive, to 
procrastinate, ‘thou begins to drive it’. Mod. colloq. You 
had better not drive it to the last minute. 

*VI. To inter, conclude, deduce, derive. 

+ 26. To obtain as a conclusion from premisses, 
or as a result from some logical process; to con- 
clude, infer, deduce (also drive out). Obs. (Perh. 
sometimes associated with derive : cf. next, and 
Derive 7.) 

1447 Bokenham Seyntys (Roxb.) 36 The fyrst yer of the 
secund Urban, .as cronycles dryve. <71449 Pecock Repr. 

8^ An Argument if he be ful aiffi foormal, which is clepid a 
sillogisme is mad of twey proposiciouns dryuyng outot hem. 

& bi strength of hem the thridde proposicioun. Ibid. iv. 
iv. 443. 1460 Capgrave Chron. (1858) 9 For Enos in oure 
language soundith ‘A resonable man’; for he drove out, 
be reson, that God was his makere, 1530 Rastell Bk. 
Purgat. 1. xii, Thou haste dryuen that conclusyon upon 
so many reasonable pryncyples. 1589 Puttenham Eng. 
Poesie m. xix. (Arb.) 24X By such confronting of them to- 
gether, [he] driues out thettrue ods that is betwixt them, and 
makes it better appeare. 1674 N. Fairfax Bulk $ Selv. 141 
Which upon search have been found to have been done 
there, as near as could be driven. 

+ 24. trans. By confusion with derive : a. To 
derive, obtain from a source ( — Derive 6 ) ; b. To 
convey (a stream) along, or divert it into, some 
channel (-Derive i, 2 ). Obs. 

1549 Compl. Scot. Prol. 16 Oncoutht exquisite termls, 
dreuyn, or rather, .reuyn fra lating. 1569 in W. H. Turner 
Select . Rec. Oxford 329 It ys. .ordered y c the ffysshers do 
not drawe, dryve, nor turne any of the common waters of 
this Towne, 157X Campion Hist. Irel. xiv. (1633) 44 S. 
Madoc . . with his owne hands, driued a running spring 
to his Monastery. 1585 Jas. I -Ess. Poesie (Arb.) 75 Cim- 
merian night Drevin from a kynd of people in the East, 
called Cimmenj. 

VII. intr. To drive oneself, or be driven ; to 
move with vehemence or energy. 

25. To move along or advance quickly ; to run 
or come with violence ; to dash, rush, hasten. 

<7900 tr. B&da’s Hist. v. vi. (1890' 400 Da ic hreowsende 
wses, 6a ic mid 6y heafde and mia honda com on 5 one stan 
dryfan. <7x205 Lay. 9367 Aruiragus him to drsef. <71330 
R. Brunne Chron. (1810) 25 Alfrid it herd, bidere gan he 
dryue. c X398 Chaucer Fortune 46 Abowte the wheel with 
oother most thou dryve. a 1400 50 A lexander 712 Doune 
he drafe to he depest of J? e dike bothom. X513 Douglas 
AEneis x. xiv. 102 Wyth swyft cours he Furth steris his 
steid, and drayf in the melle. 1697 Dampier Vqy.I. xvi. 
469 They, .ran away as fast as they could drive. 1708 
W. Clubbe Omnium 126 In swarms again they seek the 
Hive As fast as ever they can drive. 1817 J. Scott Paris 
Revisit, (ed. 4) 138 A single British battalion . . repeatedly 
drove at immense columns of the enemy. 1863 Mrs. C. 
Clarke Shaks. Char . xvii. 434 So he drives in between 
them, and plays upon the judge with his own guns. 

b .fig. To work hard, ‘go at' strenuously, colloq. 
1835 W. Irving in Life § Lett. (1866) III. 82 My cottage is 
not yet finished, but I shall drive at it as soon as the 
opening of spring will permit, 1842 Gray Lett. (1893) 296 
I have been driving away at the ‘ Flora ’, of late, very hard. 

26. To move along, impelled by wind, current, 
or other natural agency ; to float along, drift. _ 

<7 1205 Lay. 28073 Ich isseh ] >ae v6en i b ere sa& driuen. 
1393 Gower Conf. I. 183 She dryueth Under a castell with 
the floode. c 1475 Rauf Coil^ear 27 Ithand wedderis of 
the eist draif on sa fast. 1481 Caxton Reynard (Arb.) 17 
Forth he droof in the streem wel a ij or iij myle. 1526-34 
Tindale Acts xxvii. 15 And when the ship was caught, .we 
let her goo and drave with the wether [x6xx We let her 
drive]. 1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep.ix, ii. 63 The needle 
..endeavours to conforme unto the Meridian, but being dis- 
tracted driveth that way where the greater & most power- 
fuller part of the earth is placed. 1748 Thomson Cast. Indol. 
1. 528 Oft as he. .mark’d the clouds that drove before the 
wind. 1790 Beatson Nav. <§* Mil. Menu I. 157 By the 
force of the current, all three drove a great way to leeward. 
1852 Longf. Warden Cinque Ports 1 A mist was driving 
down the British Channel. 

b. To fish with a drift-net. 

1677 Lond. Gaz. No. 1245/3 This last night a small Fisher 
Boat, with two Men, was driving in this Bay for Herrings. 
1883 Leisure Hour 697/1 Drift-net fishing, or * driving , as 
it is technically called. 

+ C. Metallurgy. (See quot.) Obs. 

X678 in Phil. Trans. XII. 1050 If the Lead be gone 
before all the Copper, ’twill rise in small red firy bubbles ; 
then they say, the Metal Drives, and must add more Lead. 

27. fig. a. To proceed in a course ; to tend. 

<7x460 Towneley Myst. (Surtees) 25 To dede may we dryfe 

or lif for the. a 1547 Surrey TEneid iv. 492 Ay me, with 
rage and furies loe I drive, a 1656 Hales Gold. Rent. (1680) 
174 Christ in his preaching doth every where drive upon Par- 
ables 1858 Sears A than. in. iv. 279 They were driving 
1 into blank universalism. 


DBIVE. 

b. with at (formerly also f fo)i To proceed 
towards with definite intention, aim at, have for 
one’s drift or aim ; to mean, intend, purpose. 

1579 Tomson Calvin's Serm. Tim. 136/2 To this end and 
purpose doth the office of Magistrates driue. 1624 Bp. 
Mountagu Gagg To Rdr, 8 He drived directly at the church 
of England. 1649 Milton Eikon. iii, Their intent drives 
to the end of stirring up the people. 2670 G. H. Hist. 
Card/uals n. m. 182 He. .is driving at the Popedom. ^1715 
Burnet Own Time (1766) I. 167 The Presbyterians saw 
what was driven at. 176a Foote Lyar 11. Wks. 1799 I. 298 
What can he be driving at now ! 1863 M. Arnold Ess. 
Crit. ix. (1875) 387 Mankind at large ..will not listen to 
a word about these propositions, unless it first learns what 
their author was driving at. _ 1893 F. Hall Two Trifles 27, 
I ask you. .what you are driving at. 

Drive (droiv), sb. [f. Drive vi] 

1 . The action or an act of driving, impelling, 
urging onward, etc.: see the verb. Full drive : 
at full speed ; with utmost force or impetus. 

: 1697 Dampier Voy.i 1729) I. 254, 2 of our men. .rode after 
the Spaniards full drive. 1728 Vanbr. & Cib. Prov. Husb. 
iv, i, He’s coming hither full drive, i860 Harper's Mag. 
XX. 441 The stream must be^ cleared of obstructions for 
the drive [of timber] in the Spring. 1883 F. Skebohm Eng. 
Village Comm. 2 The length of the drive of the plough. 

b. An act of driving in a vehicle ; a journey or 
excursion in a carriage driven by oneself or under 
one’s direction. 

1785 Boswell Tour to Hebrides 18 Aug., We had a dreary 
drive, in a dusky night, to St. Andrew’s. 1823 Gr. 
Kennedy Anna Ross. (ed. 6) 163 You shall have as many 
drives as you please in my curricle. 1849 E* E. Napier 
E.rcurs. S. Africa I. 178 After this pleasant drive of some 
four-and -twenty miles. 1888 Burgon Lives 12 Gd. Men 
11 . vi. 73 Within two hours* drive of Oxford. 

e. An urging or impelling forward of animals, 
so as to drive them into a net, snare, enclosure, or 
place where they can be killed or captured. 

1839 Tennent Ceylon II. vhi. v. 373 Those taken in the 
second drive. _ 1880 Daily News 28 Sept. 5/3 There will he 
a deer drive in the forest of Invermark, and also a grouse 
drive. 1890 Baker Wild Beasts ty their Ways 1 . 170 After 
the tiger has killed a buffalo, there is much art required in 
the conduct of the drive. 

d. A forcible blow or stroke, esp. in various 
games, as golf, base-ball, lawn-tennis, etc. : in 
cricket, spec, one which sends the ball back nearly 
straight in the direction of the bowler. 

1857 Hughes Tom Brown n. viii. (1880) 356 Jack Raggles 
..having run one for a forward drive of Johnson’s, is about 
to receive his first ball. 1867 Cornh. Mag Apr. 493 He has 
two long drives and a short stroke, _ while I have three 
moderate ‘drives’, and get quite as far, 1879 Thomson & 
Tait Nat. Phil 1 . 1. § 299 In. .forces of brief duration, as 
in a ‘drive’ in cricket or golf. 1884 Lilly white's Cricket 
Ann, 104 Rapid run-getter on a fast wicket with a strong 
off drive. 1894 Black: Highland Cousins I. 36 He made 
a drive that should have sent the ball over to Lismore. 

e. The action of driving or state of being driven, 
inySjg. senses; esp. the state of being hurried or 
overtasked, extreme pressure of work. 

1854 W. Arthur Let. in Arnot Life of J. Hamilton (1870) 
430 The constant drive of work has. .driven a postpoiiable 
duty out of the way. 1892 Pali Mall G. 10 Nov. 2/1 The 
success of a manufactory will depend upon the drive and 
harshness of the supervision. 

f. Onward course, drift, tendency. 

3895 Ch. Q. Rev. Oct. 152 We. .believe that the tendency 
and drive of things is forward to a reasoned faith. 

2 . A c image road ; esp. the private road leading 
to a house. 

x8x6 Kkatinge Trav. { 1817) I. 285 Four acres -for walks 
.. drives, produce, lawns, and plantations! 1825 C. M. 
West.macott Lng. Spy I. 238 [She] regularly sports her 
carriage in the drive. 1862 Mrs. H. Wood Mrs. Hallib. 
1. xiii. 65 [She] walked round the carriage drive that inclosed 
the lawn. 1894 Mrs. H. Ward Marcella X. 14 The window 
..overlooked the long white drive. 

b. A course or tract over which game is driven. 

3 . A mass or quantity of timber ‘ driven 5 down a 
stream (Jf. Amer.) : see Drive v. 7 b. 

1878 Lumberman's Gaz. 6 Apr., [He] bid in the following 
drives at the prices mentioned. 1885 Boston (Mass.) Jrnl. 
21 Apr. 1/8 A drive of 2,000,000 feet of hard and white pine 
logs will soon be put into the Merrimack at Boscawen. 

4 . Mining. A passage ‘ driven 5 or excavated hori- 
zontally ; a gallery, tunnel, level ; = Drift sb. 1 5. 

1864 E. A. Murray E. Norman III. 58 We take this 
pipeclay out in tunnels called drives. 1890 Boldrewood 
Miner's Right iii. 24 The roof of the gallery, or ‘drive’, as 
it is invariably called in Australian mining parlance. 

5 . Type-founding. 

1874 Knight Diet. Meek ., Drive, a matrix formed by 
a steel punch, die, or drift. 1888 in Encycl. Brit. XXIII. 
699/1 When the letter is perfect, it is driven into a piece 
of polished copper, called the drive or strike. 

Drive-* the verb- stem used in Comb. : drive- 
boat ( U.S . ), a light rowing-boat used in the men- 
haden fishery in driving the fish into the net ; drive- 
bolt « drift-bolt (see Drift sb. 19c); drive-pipe, 
a pipe conveying water for driving machinery ; 
drive-screw, a kind of screw driven by a hammer ; 
drive-shaft, a shaft for communicating motion so 
as to drive machinery; drive- wheel = D riving- 
wheel. See also Driveway. 

*678 Phillips (ed. 4), Drivebolt , in Navigation is a long 
piece used for the driving out of Tree-Nail, or the like. 
1 7 2 7"5 1 Chambers Cycl. s. v. Bolt, Drive-bolts , used to 
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drive out others. 2883 Century Mag. XXVI. 329 A drive- 
pipe is forced down through the earth to the rock. 1889 
Daily News 14 Nov. 2/8 Samples of new ‘drive' screws 
(which can be forced into wood by the blows of a hammer) 
were also shown. 1895 Specif. Patent No. 7271. 1 The drive 
shaft for operating the sustaining screws. 

Drive© (dram*), nonce- wd. One who is driven 
or conveyed in a carriage ; one taken for a drive. 

1882 Pall Mall G. 3 July 3 The cab owner is, to the 
majority of drivees only a dim figure in the distance. 1890 
R. Kipling in Witty Wisdom 6 Dec. 63/2 Neither driver nor 
drivee has a thought beyond the enjoyment of a good time. 

tDri'vel, sb . 1 Obs. Forms: 3-6 drivel, 5-6 
dryvyl(le, -ell, drevyil, -ill, -ell, drewell, -ill, 6 
drivell. [Early ME. ; app. of Low German origin ; 
- MDu. drevel scullion, turnspit, lit. ‘driver, tool for 
driving 5 (OH G. fribil, MHG. tribel, mod.G. triebel 
driver), f. MDu. driven, OHG. triben to Drive.] 

1 . A drudge, a servant doing menial work; a 
‘ kitchen-knave \ 

a 1225 St. Marker. x8 The driueles unduhti swa duden. 
c 1230 Mali Meid. 29 And mare beon idrecchet }>en eni 
driuel i j.e hus. c 1440 Promp. Parv. 132/2 Dry vy lie, ser- 
wawnte, ducticius , ducticia. a 1529 Skelton Agst. Gar - 
nesche 26 A dyshwasher, a dryvyll. 1349 Covfrdale, etc. 
Erasm. Par. x Cor. xi. x x To vse his wife as a vile dreuell, 
because she is commaunded to obeye. 1380 Baret Alv. D 
1305 A Drudge, or driuell,. mediastinus. 

2 . Hence, opprobrionsly : a. One deficient in 
intelligence, an imbecile. [Prob. associated with, 
or influenced by Drivel v. 5 ; cf. driveller .] 

1478 J. Paston in P. Lett. No. 812. III. 220 So the 
drevyil lost hys thank of us. 1309 Barclay Skyp of Polys 
(1874) I- 173 Blame it blynde dryull. c 1553 Schole-ho. 
Women 795 in Hazl. E. P. P. IV. 136 Called him drivel 
and witles man. 1597 xsi Pt. Return fr. Parnass. iv. i. 1141 
When I loved I was a drivell. 

b. A dirty or foul person, a ‘ pig ’. 

1530 Palsgr. 215/2 Drivell, sovillon. 1580 Sidney Arcadia 
in. (R.) If thou didst know what a life I lead with that 
drivel. 1396 Spenser F. Q. iv. ii. 3 That foule aged dreuill 
..an incarnate deuill. 

3 . A driving tool or instrument. 

1431-2 in Willis & Clark Cambridge (1886) III. 610 Item 
ij drewills ponderant’ iiij 11 , vij‘ l . 1573 Lane. Wills III. 61 
Twoo dry veils of iren vj d . 

Drivel ( dri-v’l), sb.% Also 5 drevel, 5-6 drivil, 
6-7 drivell. £. 4-5 dravel. [f. Drivel v.] 

1 . Spittle flowing from the mouth ; slaver, drib- 
blings. Now rare. 

? c 1325 Old Age ii. in Relig. A nt. II. 210 Moch me anueth, 
That my drivil druith. 2388 Wyclif i Sam. xxi. 13 His 
drauelis [gloss that is, spotelis] flowiden doun. 14. . Voc. in 
Wr.-Wulcker 599 Orexis, drevel. 1570 Levins Manip. 
125/43 Y« Driuil at nose, pus. 1586 Warner Alb. Eng. 
iv. xx. (R.) He.. clear’d the driuell from his beard. 1697 
Phil. Trans. XX. 50 The Snivel or Drivel that comes from 
the Mouth of a Dog. .when mad. 1789 M. Madan Persius 
(1795) 54 note , The child . .wet with drivel from the mouth. 

transf. 1780 J. T. Dillon Trav , Spain (1781) 2x1 
Chequered with small hollow round grains .. which 1 con- 
ceive are formed by bubbles of air.. forming the drivel of 
the metal. [Cf. Drive v. 26 c.] 

2. Idiotic utterance ; silly nonsense ; twaddle. 

1832 Blackie Study Lang. 2 As it begins with dreams, 

so it must end in drivel. _ 1860 W. Collins Worn. White in. 
474 The most abject drivel that has ever degraded paper. 
1884 J. Sharm an Hist. Swearing i. 21 We may have thought 
. .his words the drivel of idiotcy. 

3 . Comb., as drivel-bib , a child’s bib to intercept 
the drivelling. 

1831 Carlyle Sari. Res. 1. xi. (1872) 52 Did he, at one 
time, wear drivel-bibs, and live on spoon-meat? 

Drivel ^driVl), v. Forms : (1 pr. pple. dref- 
liende), 4 dxevele, 4-5 dryvele, 6 Sc. dre(i)£le, 
6-7 drivell, 7-8 drivle, 6- drivel. 4 dravel- 
-e(n. [ME. drevel-en corresponds to OE. dreflian ; 
ME. dravel-en indicates an OE . *drajlian (not 
found) ; these prob. represent OTeut. types *dra$i- 
lojan , dratulojan , f. stem drat- (see Draff, 
Drof). Drivel is app. a later change : cf. divel.] 
I. I. intr. To let saliva or mucus flow from the 
mouth or nose, as young children and idiots do ; 
to slaver, dribble. 

c xooo Voc. in Wr.-Wulcker 161/34 Reumaticus , saftriende, 
uel drefliende. 1362 Langl. P. PI. A. xi. xx Noli mitt ere 
Margeri perles Among hogges .. Jrei don bot drauele peron 
[1377 B x. 1 1 dryuele ; 1393 C. xn. 9 dreuele, v. rr. dreuelfen, 
dryuele, drauele, dreuelyfn]. 14.. Voc. in Wr.-Wulcker 
599 Orexo [anglice to dryvele.] X530 Palsgr. 530/1 I 
drivell, I slaver.. He driveleth as he were a yonge cbylde. 
i6i6_Surfl. & JVIarkh. Country Farme 122 [A mad dog] 
Foming and driueling at his mouth. 1672 Marvell Reh. 
Trans i. 130 As oft as your nose drivles, 1822-34 Good 
Study Med. (ed. 4) III. 480 The patient feels a tendency to 
drivel at one corner of the mouth rather than the other. 
1S75 Jowett Plato (ed. 2) III. 212 The .. nurse leaves you 
to drivel, and never wipes your nose, 
f 2 . trans . To let (spittle) flow from the mouth; 
transf. to let flow out through a crack. Obs. 

157X Golding Calvin on Ps. xxxiv. 1 Too feyne himself 
mad by driveling doune his spittle. x68x P. Rycaut Critick 
67 The rest ran furiously about this tragick Theatre, drivel- 
ling out the overflowing Bloud. 1684 tr. Bonefs Merc. 
Compit. x. 362 The Child .. driveled much Spittle. 1707 
T Stevens tr. Quevedo's Com. Wks. (1709) 432 This crack’d 
Pot . . drivels out the Water. 

f 3 . intr. To flow as saliva or mucus from the 
mouth or nose ; to flow ineptly from the lips; also 
transf. of water, etc. Obs. 
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X624, 2804 [see Drivelling ppt. a. 1 b], 274s Monro Anat. 
(ed. 3) 120 The Pituita drivelled down from the Emunctory 
of the Brain, a 1774 Goldsm. Sum. Exp. Philos. I. 404 
The water, .will not spout at all, but drivel down the side 
of the vessel. X784 Cowper Task v. 285 Strange that such 
folly .. Should ever drivel out of human lips, 
f 4 . trans. To befoul with spittle ; to beslaver. 
1609 W. M. Man in Moone (Percy Soc.) 8 Then he doth 
drivell his hostesse. a x668 Davenant Newsfr. Plymouth 
(1673) 22, I will.. kiss Thy drivell’d Beard, though drown’d 
in Breda Beere. 

II. transf, [Referring to the slavering utter- 
ance, etc. of infants, and weak-minded persons.] 

5 . intr. To talk childishly or idiotically; to let 
silly nonsense drop from the lips ; to rave. 

1362 Langl. P. PI. A. xi. 43 pus J?ei drauelen on heore 
deys }?e Deite to knowe [v. r. dryuelen, B. x. 56 dryuele, C. 
xn. 40 dreuelen]. c 1460 J. Russell Bk, Nurture 292 Be no 
lier with youre mouthe, ne lykorous, ne dryvelynge, X704 
Swift Mech. Operat. Spirit Misc 1x7x1) 292 Droning, and 
dreaming and drivelling to a Multitude. 

6. trans. To utter in a childish, or idiotic way. 
a 1734 Fielding Covent Gard. Jml. No. 3, Nor shall it be 

sufficient for such critic to drivel out, ‘ I don’t know*. 2780 
Cowter Progr. Err. 310 Sniveling and driveling folly 
without end. 

7 . a. trans. To waste or fritter away in a childish 
or idiotic manner, b. intr. To go on in a feeble or 
idiotic way. 

1763 Churchill Poems , Ep. Hogarth 643 1 To drivel out 
whole years of Ideot breath. 1832 Examiner 66/2 Every 
thing has been done to drivel away the popular enthusiasm. 
1878 Emerson Misc. Papers , Fort. Republic Wks. (Bohn) 
III. 391 Drivelling and huckstering away . . every principle 
of humanity. 1885 Law Times 23 May 68/2 He drivels on 
from year to year, his fine abilities rusting from disuse. 
Hence Dri*velled ppl \ a. 

c 1325 Poem on Times of Edw. IT, Iv. (Hardwick) 25 His 
hod schal hang on his brest, Rist as a draveled lowt. _ 1630 
Drayton Muses' Elysium x. (R.) His staring beastly drivel d 
beard, a x668 [see sense 4]. 

t Drivelarde. Obs. rare ~°. [see next.] 

1530 Palsgr. 215/2 Drivelarde a Iyer, baueresse . 

Driveller, -eler (drrv’bi). [f. Drivel v. + 
-ER L] 1 . One who drivels or slavers. 

3530 Palsgr. 215/2 Drivelar that driveleth, bauetex. x6x6 
Surfl, & Markh. Country Farme 119 The other [cattle]., 
do greatly desire and delight in that which these driuelers 
do leaue vpon the edges of the rackes, and licke it away, 
2728 Morgan Algiers I. vi. 206 The proudest Arab .. never 
disdains to kiss the . . garments of any squalid Scoundrel, if 
a Natural Drivler, or a reputed Marabboth. 1841-4 Emer- 
son Ess., Prudence Wks. (Bohn) I. 98 The pitiful drivellers 
whom travellers describe as frequenting the bazaars of Con- 
stantinople. 

2 . One who talks or acts in a babyish or idiotic 
way ; a drivelling idiot or fool. 

1710 Steele Tatler No. ^208 T 8 An errant Driveler, xyfix 
Colman Jealous Wife 11 ii, Sure you imagine me an idiot, 
a driveller. 1790 Burke Corr. (1844) HI. 159 He had been 
. .a driveller in policy, if be had done otherwise than he did. 
2823 Syd. Smith Wks. (1859) H* 67/1 It is the argument of 
a driveller to other drivellers. 1839 Macaulay Biog. (1867) 
204 Pitt’s, .military administration was that of a driveller. 

Dri velling, -eling, vbL sb. [f. as prec. + 
-ing l.] The action oi the verb Drivel. 

1 . A running at the nose and mouth; slavering; 
concr. = slaver. 

1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R.vu. Ixvii. (1495) 284 Yf the 
dreuelynge of a woode hounde fallyth in to the water, it en~ 
fectyth the water. 1563-87 Foxe A. ty M. (1596) 740 (R.) 
His eyen and mouth faire closed, .without any driueling or 
spurging in any place of his body. 1822-34 Good Study 
Med. (ed. 4) 1. 407 The coryza or snuffling of old age, is pre- 
cisely analogous to its ptyalism or drivelling. 

2. «DriveljA 2 2. 

1786 tr. Beckford's Vathek (1868) 62. As he betrayed a 
villanous drivelling in his tears, the Caliph turned his back. 
1842 Mi all in Nonconf. II. 425 The miserable drivelings 
of the senate. 

Bri'vellmg, -eling, ppl* a. [f. as prec.+ 
-ing 2.] That drivels. 

1 . Slavering, dribbling. 

1330 Palsgr. 3x1/1 Drivelyng as a yonge cbylde, baueux . 
1332 Huloet, Driuelynge harlot or queane, scraptia. c x6xx 
Sylvester Du Bartas 11. iv. iv. Decay 179 Stooping as she 
goes. With driveling mouth, and with a sniveling nose, 
t b. transf That flows or falls in drops. Obs. 
2624 Gee Foot out of Snare vii. 63 Those driueling 
droppes are they, which are kept in a siluer Image. 2804 
Naval Chron. XII. 473 Gusts of wind and drivelling sleet. 

2 . Characterized by or given to silly childish 
talk or weak action ; idiotic. 

c 1460 [see Drivel v. 5]. 2392 Shaks. Rom . ty Jul. 11. 
iv. 95 This driueling Loue is like a great Naturall, that 
runs lolling vp and downe to hid his bable in a hole. 
1602 Marston Ant. ty Mel. v. Wks. 1856 L 56 Can you 
paint me a driveling reeling song? X728 T. Sheridan 
Persius' Sat. 1. (1739) 21 All this drivling Stuff without 
Sinews or Strength. 1741 Warburton Div. Legat. iv. v. 
III. 222 Some driveling grecanised Mythologise 2818 
Hazutt Eng. Poets iv. (1870) 105 The mere drivelling 
effusions of his spleen and malice. ^ 2864 Knight Passages 
Wrkg. Life h iit. 267 A drivelling idiot called a king, 
t 3 . absol. or as sb. A drab. Obs. rare. 

1570 Levins Manip. 135/47 A Driueling, scraptia. y 

Hence Dri'vellingly adv. 

1731 Bailey, Drivelingly, sillily. 2820 W. Taylor in 
Monthly Rev. XCII. 62 The wording of the poetry.. is 
often drivellingly diffuse. 

Driven (dri-vn ),ppl. a. [pa. pple. of Drive vi] 
1 . Urged onward, impelled, etc. : see the verb. 
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1641 Best Farm. Bks. (Surtees) 99 If it bee not infected 
with a wheate called driven-wheate ; which wheate hath no 
awnes like unto long-read. 1801 Southey Thalaba ix. xli, 
The driven air before her farm'd the face Of Thalaba. 1887 
Pali Mali G. 3 Aug. 2/1 An amount of work such as mates 
of less driven steamers have no idea of. 

2 . Of snow : Carried along and gathered into 
heaps by the wind ; drifted. Of feathers or down : 
Separated from this heavier by a current of air (see 
Drive 8 d). 

1579 Lyly Euphues CArb.) 89 As white as the driven snow. 
1604 Shaks. Oth . 1. iii. 232 My thrice-driuen bed of Downe. 
1668 H. More Div. Dial. iii. xxviii. (1713) 251 Thin Paper 
. . but as strong : as any Vellum, and as white as driven Snow. 
1817 Scott Harold the Dauntless 1. xix, More than to vest 
on driven down. 1833 Byron Juan vi. xxv, Sheets white 
as what bards call * driven Snow '. 

Driver (drsrvai). [f. Drive v. + -er b] 

1 . gen. One who drives (in various senses : see 
the' verb). 

14 .. Norn, in Wr.-Wuldcer 687/13 //rk fugator, a dryfer. 
c 1450 tr.De Imitations in. lx. 142 Grace is . .. grower doun, 
dryuer aweyof sorowe. 137 oAct 13 Eliz. c. 8 § 4 Solicitors 
and Drivers of Bargains. 1625 Bp. Mountagu App. Caesar 
1. ix. 80 A dangerous driver at Popery and Sedition. 1767 
Richardson in Phil. Trans. LVII 3 L 20 The weight of a 
hammer did not contribute so much in driving a nail, as the 
quickness of the motion given it by the driver. 

2 . spec. a. One who drives a herd of cattle, etc. 

1483 Catk. Angl. 109/1 A Drywer (A. Dryfer) of nawte. 

1530 Palsgr. 215/2 Drivar of camelles, ckamelier. 1844 
Ld. Brougham ^. Lwtel II. vi. 156 Ah were forced to keep 
the same pace, in order that a single driver . . might suffice. 

b. One who drives a vehicle or the animal that 
draws it ; a charioteer, coachman, cabman, etc. ; 
also, one who drives a locomotive engine. (Often 
with defining word prefixed, as cab-driver, engine- 
driver , etc., for which see the first element.) 

C1450 St. Cuthbert (Surtees) 6016 All be dryuers ware 
agaste \>sl j>e sledd suld ga our faste. 1581 Savile Tacitus 
03 (R.) Buffons, stage-players, and charet drivers. 1723 
Pope Odyss.xni. 99 Fiery coursers in the rapid race Urg'd by 
fierce drivers thro’ the dusty space. 1812 Col. Hawker Diary 
(1893) I. 55 An excellent chaise with a decent driver. 

c. The overseer of a gang of slaves. (See also 

Slave-driver.) 

1796 Stedman Surinam II. xviii. 55 The prisoners, .being 
secured by the negro-drivers. 1823 Ld. Bathurst in Ann. 
Reg. 131/1 note , That the whip should no longer be carried 
into the field, and there displayed by the driver, a 1843 
Southey Sonn. iii, That inhuman driver lifts ..The. .scourge. 

d. slang. (See quot.) 

1831 Mayhew Lana. Labour ( 1861) IT. 233 ‘ Drivers*, or 
those who compel the men in their employ to do more 
work for the same wages. 

e. In various other specific uses : see quots., 
and various senses of Drive v. 

1540 Act 32 Hen. VIII , c. 13 § 7 The same, .driuoitrs [of 
a forest] shal cause the same vnprofitabie beastes..to be 
killed. 3812 Sporting Mag. XL. 52 The best curler, has 
generally the .power of arranging the order' of the game ; 
and whoever is last in order gives directions to all the rest 
..He is called the driver and the first the lead. 3829 
Glover Hist. Derby I. 58 When the holers have finished 
their operations, a new set of men, called hammer-men, 
or drivers, enter the works. 1867 Cortih. Mag , Apr.. 492-3 
There is the ‘long driver* [at golf], who hits as far in two 
strokes as a ‘ short driver * does in three. 1884 Harped s 
Mag. Oct. 753/2 The . . workmen wade about the vats 
spearing, .hides as a Western river * driver * does his logs. 

3 . A tool or appliance for driving. 

a. A bundle of osier rods used to beat the bushes in 
‘driving* young pheasants (see Drive v. 3 b). b. A 
mallet. c. A tool used by coopers in driving on the 
hoops of casks. d. Shipbuilding {stt quot. 1850). e. 
Weaving. The piece of wood which drives the shuttle 
through the shed of the loom. f.A bar for tamping the 
powder in a blast-hole; a tamping-iron. g. An instru- 
ment for enlarging or altering the shape of a drilled hole ; 
—Drift sb. 13 b. h.. A tool Tor driving out the piece of 
a metal plate in punching. i. Golf. The play-club', ‘a 
wooden-headed dub with full-length shaft, more or less 
supple, with which the ball can be driven to the greatest 
distance*. 

1674 N. Cox Genii. Recreat. m. (1706) 37 Take your 
Instrument called a Driver, which is made of strong white 
Wands or Osiers set fast in a handle . . With this Driver you 
must make a gentle noise. 1688 R. Holme Armoury m. 
318/1 A Driver [is] a piece of Wood cut in the form of a 
Wedge.. with this by the help of Blows with the Addice, 
all sorts of Hoops are driven fast upon .Barrels, Ibid. 344/1 
A Pavers Maul, or Mall, or Mallet, .is of some termed a 
Driver. 3753 Chambers Cycl. Supp., Driver . . used in the 
taking pheasant powts, in the method called driving. . With 
this instrument the sportsman having fixed his nets, drives 
the young birds into them. C1850 Rtidim. Navig. (Weale) 
116. Driver, the foremost spur on the bilgeways, the heel of 
which is fayed to the foreside of .the foremost poppet, and 
cleated on the. bulgeways, and the sides of it stand fore 
and aft.. It. is now seldom used. 3893 Badm. Libr., 
Mount aineeAng ii, 68 Forty-four inches is an average 
length for the golfer’s driver, .the longest club with which 
he finds he can hit accurately. 1894 Athenseum 24 Nov. 
707/3 The bat [was] a monstrous club . . wielded, as one 
would wield a driver at golf. 

4 . A boat used in fishing with a drift-net. 

3664 J. Keymer Observ. Dtitch Fishing in PkenLx (1721) 
I. 223 The 1500 Strand-boats, Evers,' Galiots, Drivers, arid 
Tod-boats, fish upon their own Coasts. xd&^Pall Mall G. 
9 May 1/2 Drivers (i. e., boats used in the herring, mackerel, 
or pilchard fisheries with drift nets)., are smaller than 
trawlers, and are not required to sail While fishing. 

5 . Naut. fa. A large sail formerly used at the 
aftermost part of a ship in fair weather* set ‘ square* 
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(i.e. transverse to the ship’s length) on a yard at 
the end of the spanker-boom. Ohs. h. Now 
applied to the Spanker, a fore-and-aft sail at the 
same part of the ship ; sometimes distinguished as 
a sail smaller than the spanker, but set on the 
same boom and gaff. 

3769 Falconer Diet. Marine (1789) Driver, an oblong 
sail, occasionally hoisted to the mizen peak, when the wind 
is very fair. 3794 Rigging fy Seamanship I. 217 The 
Driver or Spanker Sail Is bent as a temporary matter. 
3798 Jml. of ‘ Vanguard * Dec., in Nicolas Disp. Nelson 
(1845) III. 209 A very stormy passage, in which the. Van- 
guard split her three topsails and the driver though it was 
trailed up. 1867 Smyth Sailor's Word-bk., Driver, a large 
sail formerly used with the Wind aft or quartering. .The 
name latterly has been officially applied to the spanker, 
both being the aftermost sails of a ship. 1883 (A Coast- 
guard says) A driver differs from a. spanker in being 
smaller, ana is used in bad weather, being set on the same 
gaff and boom. 

6. A part of machinery, usually a wheel, which 
communicates motion to other parts, or to which 
the power is directly communicated ; the driving- 
wheel of a locomotive, etc. 

1831 G. R. Porter Silk Meant/. 208 The rude wooden 
wheels and drivers which were long used. 1847 Engineer 
«$• Mack . Assistant (1850) 71 When two wheels geer to- 
gether, the one which communicates the motion to the 
other is called the driver or leader, and the wheel impelled 
is called, the follower. 1879 Holtzapffel Turning IV. 
196 Motion is transmitted by the contact of an arm or pin, 
the driver , on the chuck, with an arm or carrier attached 
to the work. 

b. Front-, rear-, double-driver : applied re- 
spectively to a bicycle or tricycle in which the 
driving power is applied to the front wheel, the 
hind wheel, or two wheels (of a tricycle). 

2885 Bazaar 30 .Mar. 1275/1 Imperial Club tricycle, .front 
steerer, double driver. 3891 Wheeling 11 Mar. 455 The rear- 
driver can be mastered in a much shorter time. 1893 Cycl. 
Tour. Club Gaz. Dec. 372 , 1 did not see one solitary speci- 
men of the front driver. 

7 . Comb, driver-ant, a species of ant (Anornma 
arems ) found in West Africa: see quot. 1865; 
driver-boom. ( Naut '. ), the boom on which the 
driver (sense 5) is set; driver-yard (see quot.). 

1794 Rigging <S* Seamanship I. 84 The mizen course and 
driver boom sail [are set] from the mizen mast. Ibid. 180 
The Driver-yard, is a small yard, which expands the head 
of the driver without the peek of the gaff, to which it is 
hoisted by haliards. 1799 Naval Chr on. I. 442 . Her driver 
boom [is] gone.. 1839 Darwin Orig. Spec. viii. (1878) 232 
Nest of the driver ant. 1865 Wood Homes without IT. 
xxiv. (1868) 447 They are called Driver Ants because they 
drive before them every living creature. 

Hence Drrveress (nonce-wdi), a female driver; 
Bri'verless a., without a driver; Brrversliip, 
the office of a driver (sense 2 b); skill in driving. 

1693 E. Taylor Belwien' s Theos. Philos. 346 Not the 
Omnipotency, but the Driveress in or into the might, i860 
All Year Round No. 72. 511 They go on performing sur- 
passing feats of drivership. ; 1870 Daily News 23 Apr., He 
lost all command over the horses, which dashed along 
driverless. 1892 Pall Mall G. 19 Jan. 4/3 The. runaway 
horses had taken the driverless coach on without injury. 

Driveway (droi-V|W^). Chiefly U.S. [f. Drive 
v. + Way<] A way along which something is 
driven, a. A course along which game are driven 
in hunting, b, A road or way along which animals 
or vehicles are driven ; a carriage drive. 

1875 Temple & Sheldon Hist. Northfield, Mass. 46 
Capturing both larger and smaller sorts by means of drive- 
ways ana in rude traps and yank-ups; 1884. Harped s 
Mag. Jan. 184/2 Winding driveways lead up to it from the 
road. 1889 Century Mag. Dec. 227/2 The decks [of a 
ferry-boat] were crowded with laboring men, the drive- ways 
choked with teams ; the women and children standing inside 
the cabin. 1893 H. P. Robinson Men Born Equal 16 A 
carriage, .came down the driveway. 

Driving (drorviq), vbl. sb. [-ing I.] 

1. The action of Drive vh, (q.v.), in various senses. 

£•3440 Promp. Parv. 132/2 Dryvynge, or cathchynge [v. r. 

chasinge], minatus. 1494 Fabyan Chron. vu. 461 In tyme 
of dryuynge. .of whiche bargayne. 1549 Latimer 4 th Serm. 
bef. Edw. VI (Arb.) no Wythout any delayes, or dryuynge 
of.. 1380 HoLLYBAND Trrrtj. T'V. Tong, Dechassement , a 
drilling away. 1611 Bible 2 Kings ix. 20 The drilling is 
like the driuing of Iehu the sonne of Nimshi; for he 
driueth furiously. 1763 Sterne Tr. Shandy VII. xvii. (R,), 
All within three minutes driving. 1884 Graphic 20 Sept. 
290/2 At private schools of a higher class the driving is 
even worse. 

2. cotter. That which is driven : see Drtve v. 8 d. 

1696 Tryon Misc. ii. 61 Many Feathers, .are Imported 

from several Countries, which are the Drivings of old Beds. 

3. attrib. and Comb. (Several of the combina- 
tions may also be regarded as belonging to the 
ppl. adj.) a. Relating to, adapted for, or devoted 
to driving (in a carriage). 

3788 M rs. Hughes Henry % Isabella I. 77 Moving slowly 
round the driving way. 3794 W. Felton Carriages 1 1 801) 
Gloss., Driving Cushion, a deep cushion, made.. for the 
driver to sit on. 3882 L. C Lillie Prudence 95 To make 
her driving toilet. 1887 Daily News 16 May 2/6 The institu- 
tion of the two four-imhand driving clubs. 1891 Pall Mall 
G. 11 July 6/1 Beautiful driving weather. 3895 Daily News 
$ July S/3 The driving meet in Hyde Park. 

b. In names of various mechanical contrivances 
used for driving (see quots., and various senses of 
Drive v.) } as driving-block , -bolt, -cap, -chisel. 


-pike ; esp. of parts of machinery which communi- 
cate motion to other parts, as driving-axle , -band, 
-belt, -gear, -pulley, - shaft ; or of parts in con- 
nexion with these, as driving-spring ; also driving- 
iron, -putter, two clubs used in golf, the former 
to give great elevation to the ball, the latter to 
drive a very low ball against a heavy wind. See 
also Driving-box, -wheel. 

1849-30 Weale Diet. Terms , Driving springs, the springs 
fixed upon the boxes of the *d riving axle of a locomotive 
engine, to support the weight and to deaden the shocks 
caused by irregularities in the rails. 1862 Jml. Soc. Arts 
X. 327/2 *Driving-bands. .are now made largely in India- 
rubber. 1885 Law Rep. 15 Q. Bench Div. 358 Leathern 
*driving-belts were used in working the machinery at the 
factory. 1849 Alb. Smith Pottleton Leg. 80 The ‘ monkey* 
was the large ^driving-block that falls upon a pile-head. 
1769 Falconer Diet. Marine (1789) Iiepoussoir, a * driving- 
bolt, used by shipwrights to knock out some other bolt 
from its station. 1877 Lumberman's Gaz. 8 Dec. 362 Each 
man.. carries a ** driving pike* or heavy pole some eight 
feet long. 1837 Chambers' Inform. II. 693/2 The *driving- 
putter is shorter in the shank than the play-club .. The 
driving-putter sends ‘ skimming’ balls, and so 'cheats the 
wind ’. 

Drrving, ppl. a. [-ing2.] That drives. 

1. Impelling, setting in motion, actuating. 

(The phr. driving wind, tic., may belong to sense 2.) 

1297 Glouc. <'1724) 20 Heo. .wendeuor}> with god wynd 

& wel dryuyng fiode. 1687 Luttrf.ll Brief Rel. (1857) 

I. 403 So great a driving wind. 1856 Emerson Eng. Traits , 
Times Wks. (Bohn) II. 116 The ability of its journals is the 
driving force. 1893 Ch. Q. Rev. Oct. 156 Doubt as the 
driving energy of active inquiry. 

2 . Moving along rapidly, esp. before the wind ; 
drifting ; said also of a storm, in which rain or 
snow drives rapidly before a strong wind. 

x6oi Shaks. Twcl. N. 1. ii. 11 When you.. Hung on our 
driuing boate. 1697 Dryden Virg. Georg, iii. 564 Perpetual 
Sleet, and driving Snow. 1802 R. Brookes' Gazetteer{t&, 12) 
s.v. Provincetotvn, The houses are . .set upon piles, that the 
driving sands may pass under them. 1848 C. A. Johns 
Week at Lizard 43 The nets are set . .parallel to the tide and 
suffered to drift with it, hence they are called ‘drift nets’,! 
and the boats * driving boats ’. 

t 3 . Driving notes ( 3 /us.) : an old name for syn- 
copated notes, as being ‘driven’ or prolonged, 
through the accent. Obs . 

3397 Morley Introd. Mus. 89 < The third is a driuing 
waie in two crotchets and a minime, but added by a rest. 
1731 Keller Thorough-bass in W. Holder Harnwny 189 
The several driving Notes descend by degrees. 1858 Currie 
Elem . Mus. Anal. 101 Which, .has so peculiar an effect in 
performance as to have sometimes procured for such notes 
the epithet of ‘ driving notes *. 

Hence Bri'vmgly adv., in a driving manner. 

1842 Miss Mitford in L’Estrange Life (1870) III. 163 It 
rained drivingly. 

Dri-ving-box. 

1 . The box on which the driver of a carriage sits. 

1794 W. Felton Carriages (1801 > I. 149 The driving-box 

. .fitted to the half top of the seat of a chaise. 1837 Dickens 
Pickiv. xiv, A couple of driving-boxes, two or three whips, 
and as many travelling-shawls. 

2 . The journal-box of a driving-axle. 

1874 Knight Did. Meek., Driving-axle, the axle of a 
driving-wheel ; the bearing portion rests in the driving-box. , 
The weight of that portion of the engine is supported by a 
driving-spring upon the box. 

Driving-wheel, a. A wheel which com- 
municates motion to one or more other wheels or 
machinery. 1 b. Each of the large wheels of a 
locomotive engine, to which the power is trans- 
mitted through the connecting-rod and crank. 
C. The wheel of a bicycle or tricycle to which the 
force is directly applied. Alsoy%. 

3838 N. Wood Railroads, An engine, .with driving wheels 
ten feet diameter, 3870 Emerson Soc. $ Solit. vi. 116 The 
men in cities who are the centres of energy, the driving- 
wheels of trade, politics, or practical arts. 

Driwerie, var. Druery, Obs. 

f Drix Obs. [Origin uncertain.] Decayed 
wood ; the decayed part (of timber). 

1609 C. Butler Fejn. Mon. (1634) 57 (The Wasp] worketh 
a Comb of the utter drix of Pales, or other Timber. 

Hence Drixy, fdricksie a., decayed (as tim- 
ber) ; = Druxy, q.v. 

Drizzle (drrz’l), sb /3 [goes with Drizzle vi} 
Small, fine, spray-like rain. 

1554 in Haritigton Nugse Ant. 93 To shunne Bleak win- 
ters drizzle. 1668 Wilkins Real Char. 58 The Condensa- 
tion of it, from a Cloud, or from a Mist, Rain, Drizle. 180677 

J. Beresford Miseries Hum, Life (1826) vi. iii, A mist 
which successively becomes a mizzle, a drizzle, a shower, a. 
rain, a torrent. 1853 C. Bronte Villette xxi, It rained a. 
November drizzle. 

Drizzle, sb/P A name of the young ling (fish). 

1769 Pennant Zool. (1776) 1 1 1 . 198 < Jod.) It is not reckoned 
a sizeable fish, and consequently not entitled to the bounty 
. . Such are called drizzles and are in season all summer. 

Drizzle (dri*z’l), v. Also 6 drysel, 6-7 dris- 
sel, 6-8 drizle, dris(s)le, 7 driz(z)el. [Not^ 
known before 16th c. Origin obscure : possibly’ 
dim. and freq. of rare ME. Drese, OE. driosan 
to fall ; with T6tk c. dryseling cf. Drysning.] 

1. intr. To rain, in very fine, dense, spray-like 
drops: said of the weather, the day, and impers. y 
to fall, as rain, in fine drops. 
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3566 [see Drizzling///, a. b.J 1590 Marlowe Edw. IT, 
Wks. (Rtldg.) 199/2 These tears, that drizzle from mine 
eyes. 1637 G. Daniel Genius of this He 7 Nor ever did the 
winter drissle here. 1837 Carlyle Fr. Rev. I. v. ii, The 
morning is none of the comfoftablest : raw ; it is even driz- 
zling a little. 1892 Zangwill Big Bow My si. 89 A thin rain 
drizzled languidly. ' ' 

fig, 1822 Shelley Faust 11. 187 The magic notes, like 
spark on spark, Drizzle, whistling through the dark. 

-f % irans. To shed in fine spray -like drops. Obs. 
1543 [see Drizzling sb. below]. 1384 Lyly Campaspe 
111. iii, Danae, into whose prison Jupiter drizled a golden 
showre. 1599 Shaks, Much Ado in. iii. in Stand thee 
close then vnder this penthouse, for it drissels raine. 1601 

Jul. C. n. ii. 21 Fierce fiery Warriours fight vpon the 

Clouds .. Which drizel’d blood vpon the Capitoll. 1643 
Quarles Div. Poems, Elegie Dr. Wilson i, I cannot mizzle : 
Mv fluent brains are too severe to drizzle Sleight drops. 

To sprinkle or wet with minute drops, rare. 
*810 Scott Lady of L. iv. v, Drizzled by the ceaseless 
Spray, The wizard waits. 1869 Blackmore Loma D. iii, 
The little stubby trees, .were drizzled with a mess of wet. 

Hence Dri*zzled ppl. a., shed in spray-like 
drops; Drrzziing vbl. sb. (in quot. 1543, concr.). 

3543 Bale Yet a Course, 97 (T.) The draffysh de- 
claracyons of my lords Boner, with such other dirty drysel- 
ings of Antichrist. 1590 Shaks. Com. Err. v. i. 312 Sap- 
consuming Winters drizled snow, 1615 Crooke Body of 
Man 499 They .. auoid their water by drisling or drops. 1856 
T. Aird Poet. Wks. 342 A bloody drizzled shower. 

Dri zzling, ppl. a. [f. Drizzle v. + -ing 2 ] 
That drizzles, a. Of rain or the like. 

1579 Spenser Sheph. Cal, Jan. 41 From mine eyes the 
drizlmg teares descend. 1594 ~ Amoretti xviii, Drizling 
drops that often doe redound, the firmest flint doth in con- 
tinuance weare. 1667 Milton P. L . vi. 546 No drizling 
showr. But ratling storm of Arrows barbd with fire. 1743 
Land. <f- Country Brew. iv. (ed. 2) 267 Run a drisling Stream 
, .on a few Hops. 1863 Geo. Eliot Romola iii. xiv, They 
walked on in silence, .under the small drizzling rain, 
b. Of a day, climate, etc. 

1566 Drant Horace, Sat. n. ii.(R,), Through sletie drisling 
day. 1653 Benlowes Theoph. n. Ixxii, Thus mounts she 
drizling Olivet. 1741 Short in Phil. Trans. XLI. 629 AU 
Three Days showery or drisling. 1875 J. H. Bennet Winter 
Medit. i. iii. 81 A drizzling November day in England. 

Drizzly (drrzli), a. [f. Drizzle + -y L] Of 
the nature of, or characterized by drizzling. 

1697 Dryden Virg. Georg, iii. 47s During Winter’s drisly 
Reign. 1748 Thomson Cast. Indal. 1. 238 Falling back 
again in drizzly dew. 1861 Dickens Gt. Expect . xxvii, Un- 
fortunately the morning was drizzly. 

Bro, droeh, obs. pa. t. of Draw v . 

Droag, droan(e, obs. ff. Drog, Drone. 
Brobely, drobly, drobyl, varr. Drubly, 
©bubble, Obs. 

t Brock. Obs. A part of a plow (see quot.V 
1753 Chambers Cycl. Supp., Drock. .is an upright piece of 
timber, .belonging to the right side of the tail. .The ground 
wrist of the plow is fastened to this, as also is the earth 
board. 

t Drof, drove, a. Obs . [OE. drdf turbid, 
disturbed, a parallel form to OS. drbti (MDu. 
droeve, Du. droef ), OHG. truobi (Ger. triibe) 
OTeut. *drddu-z (becoming *drdbjo- ), from ablaut 
stem of drab-an , whence Draff. Cf. Dref.] Tur- 
bid, disturbed, troubled : physically or mentally. 

c 1000 Sax. Leechd. III. 204 Flod drof &esih<$ sebyliix&i 
hit getacnaS. c 1205 Lay. 1040 Drof he wes on mode. Ibid. 
$588 Drof [c 1375 son] him wes on heorte. a 1300 Cursor 
M. 13769 iCott.) Quen }>is water all droue [v.r. di-oued] war. 
Dror(e, droff\e, obs. ff. drove : see Drive v. 
t Drof-land. Old Law. Also ? dryfland and 
erron. driftland. [f. ME. drof, OE. draj \ Drove, 
driving + Land.] (See quot. 1660.) 

1660 W. Somner Gavelkind prop. iv. 116 (Drof-land) that 
holden by the service of driving, as well of Distresses taken 
for the Lords use, as of the Lords cattel from place to place, 
as to and from Markets, Fairs, and the like; more par- 
ticularly here in Kent of driving tile Lords hogs or swine 
to and from the Weald of Kent. 1664 F. Phillips Mis- 
taken Recomp. 39 [The lords] in many or some of their 
manors do receive Quit-rents of their Tenants for Berdland , 
or provision of victuals Tor their homes ; Drof and, for 
driving their Cattle to Fairs and Markets. 1848 Wharton 
LawLex., Drift-land, Drofland, or Dryfland. 

Drog, v . Also 7 droag, 8 drouge. [? a back- 
form from Drogher or F. drogueur. ] trans. To 
carry in a drogher. Hence Dro ging, dro'ghing, 
the West Indian coasting trade ; also attrib. 

x68t Treat, cone v E. India Trade 4 To hope that ever 
we can cope with the Dutch in White Herring Fishing, 
Salt-droaging from St. Uvals to the East- Land, or the Rus- 
sia or Greenland Trade. 1787 Chron. in Ann. Reg. 222 All 
the drouging vessels belonging to the island. 1805 Naval 
Chron. XIII. 6 I employed myself in drogging sugar. 

Drog, -arie: see Drogue, Drug, Druggery. 
Droga, droger : see Daroga. 

Droga-, drog(e>, drogerman, obs. forms of 
Dragoman. 

Drogat(t, drog(g)itt, obs. ff. Drugget. 
Droger, drogger, var. of Drogher. 

Drogge, obs. form of Drug. 

Drogh, obs. dial. f. Through. 

CX425 Eng. Conq. frel. If. 4 b. Both drogh right and trowth. 

Drogh, dro5, drojghe, obs. pa. t. of Draw v. 
Droghen, dromon, obs. pa. pple. of Dree. 
Drogher (drJu’goi). Also 8-9 drogger, 9 
droger, droguer. [a. obs. F. drogueur (1525 


in Jal and Gbdef.) f a ship which fished and dried 
herring and mackerel 5 (Jal), f. 16th c. Du. drogher , 
droogher., Du. drooger, a dryer, f. droogen to dry. 
Cf. F. drogue rie, Du. drooger if, drying- place : ‘ ce 
terme se dit de la p£che et de la preparation du. 
hareng’ (Aubin 1702 in Jal).] A West Indian 
coasting vessel ; hence transferred to other slow 
clumsy coasting craft. 

[1756 see Drover 2 P’.l 1782 Ann. Reg. 279/2 If they are 
not employed in droghers . . means shall be furnished them 
to depart for the neutral islands. 1790 Phil. Trans. LXXX. 
346 Droghers, or vessels employed in carrying stores, &c. 
from one part of the island [Grenada] to another. 1805 
Naval Chron. XIII. 6 A drogger is a Shallop, or Schooner, 
employed to convey sugar from the Plantations to the Mer- 
chantmen. Ibid. XIV. 73 Disguising her as a Droger. 1836 
E. Howard R.Reefer xxxiv, This drogher., was a large, 
half-decked, cutter-rigged vessel. 3:860 Bartlett Diet. 
Amer., Droger or Drogher . . built solely for burden, and 
for transporting cotton, lumber, and other heavy articles, 
b. attrib. and Comb., as drogher-man, system . 

1873 Gardner Hist. Jamaica 330 T rade . . done on what is j 
still known as the drogger system. 1889 J. J. Thomas i 
Froudacity 179 Engage the . .droghermen as able seamen. 

Droghing : see Drog v. 

Droght^e, drc>3t(e, drojpe, obs. ff. Drought. 
Drogoman, drogueman, varr. of Dragoman. : 
Drogue (dw u g). Forms; 8 drug, 9 drugg, 
drog, dro(u}gue. [perh. orig. drug, var. of Drag 
sb., the form drogue arising through assimilation 
to drogue, obs. and Sc. form of Drug jA 1 ] 

1 . Whale-fishing. A contrivance attached to the 
end of a harpoon line to check the progress of a 
whale when running or sounding. 

A simple form consists of a piece of stout board, xz or 14 
inches square ; another consists of a small wooden tub, with 
its concavity in the direction of the whale. 

1725 Dudley in Phil. Trans. XXXIII. 263 Sometimes 
they will get away after they have been lanced.. with Irons 
in them, and Drugs fastened to them, which are thick 
Boards about fourteen Inches square. 1858 Simmonds Diet. 
Trade, Drog, a name given in Scotland to a buoy attached 
to the end of a harpoon line. 1875 Kingston South Sea 
Whaler Hi. 79 The first mate was on the point of heaving 
his own line overboard with a drougue fastened to it. 

2 . Naut. A hooped canvas bag towed at the 
stern of a boat to prevent it from broaching to. 

1875 Bedford Sailor's Pocket Bk. vi. (ed. 2) 220 Towing 
astern a pig of ballast. . or canvas bag termed a ‘ drogue * or 
drag . . to hold the boat’s stern back, and prevent her being 
turned broadside to the sea or broaching-to. 1878 Boston 
Mercury 8 June, They are provided with a novel kind of 
anchor (the drogue). It is a large canvas barrel-shaped bag, 
attached to fifty fathoms of rope. 1888 Scott. Leader 29 
Nov. 7 The first breaker lifted the boat on her end, while 
the second, driving the drogue forward, slacked the rope, 
when the boat broached to. 

Drogue, -ry, obs. and Sc. ff. Drug, Druggery. 
Droh, obs. pa. t. of Draw v. 

Droich (dr<?x)« Sc. Forms; 6 dxoiche, 7 
droigh, 9 droich. [perh. a metathesis of duerch, 
duergk, or some similar form of Dwarf ; Gaelic 
has also droich from same source.] A dwarf. 

1535 Ld. T re as. Acc . Scot, in Pitcairn Crim. Trials I. 
*285 To the Droiche, to lows his claithis fra the taibeouris. 
1568 Bannatyne MS. If. 173 Gam.) Ane little Interlud, of 
the Droichis part of the Play, a 1605 Montgomerie Flyt- 
ingw. Polwart 70 Doe, droigh, what thou dow. 1818 Miss 
F eerier Marriage II. 185 ‘The Englishwomen are all poor 
droichs,’ said Nicky, who had seen three in. .her life. 

Hence Droichy a., dwarfish. 

1693 Scot. Presbyt. Eloq . (1738) 117 There was Zaccheus, 
a Man of a low Stature, that is, a little droichy Body. 

Droict, obs. form of Droit 1. * 

Droig, obs. var. of Sc. drogue , Drug. 
t Droll, sb. Obs. Forms : (6 droyelle), 6-7 
droyl(e, 7 droil(e. [The origin and mutual 
relations of this and the related Deoil v. are not 
clear. The sb. has been (very doubtfully) compared 
with Icel. drjdli, drone, sluggard. According to 
analogy (as well as dates), the vb. would be 
expected to be formed from the sb. in sense 1 ; 
the vb. however is possibly related to Du. druilen 
to loiter, slumber, in Kilian druylen ‘ snggredi, 
latenter sine clam ire ’, which answers for the form, 
but imperfectly for the sense. The word has prob. 
been influenced by toil , moil. Cf. also Droy.] 

1 . A servant of all work ; a drudge. 

1579 Remedy agst. Love Db, A bond man to his appetites, 
A drudge unto a droyelle. 1583 Golding Calvin on Deut. 
xevi. 593 If his master would send him to the feeldes dr vse 
him as a droyle in his house to doewbatsoeuer he had to be 
done. 1642 Rogers Naaman 301 So they be faithfull 
droiles and drudges, they think more cannot be required. 
1668 Wilkins RealChar . 11. xi. § 1. 264 Conditions of men. . 
Freeman. . Slave. . Bondman . . Droyl, Drudge. 

2 . Drudgery ; toil in disagreeable work. 

1639 Shirley Gentl. Venice 1. ii, 'Tis I do all the droil, 
the dirt. work. 2645 Quarles Sol, Recant, ii. 22 For what 
reward hath man of all his droyle. 


t Droil, v. Obs. Forms : 6-7 droyl(e, 7 droil(e, 
[goes with Droil sb., q.v.] 

1 . intr. To drudge, slave, toil in mean work, 

159Z Spenser M.Hubberd 157 Let such vile vassalls borne 
to base vocation Drudge in the world, and for their living 
droyle. 1635 Quarles Embl. 1. iii. (1718) 14 O who would 


droll, Or delve in such a soil 1 1660 H. More Myst. Godl. 

v. xvii. 207 To make mill-horses of them, that they may 
the better droileand drudge for the satisfaction of their lusts. 

2 . trans. To subject to drudgery, rare. 

1645 Quarles Sol. Recant, i. 22 To what hopefull end 
Droyle we our crazy bodies ? 

Hence f DroiTing vbl. sb. and ppl. a. 

2607 Hieron Wks. I. 135 Moiling and drolling there Is for 
the world without measure. 2641 Milton Reform. 1. (1851) 

3 [The soul] left the dull and droyling carcas to plod on in 
the old rode, and drudging Trade of outward Conformity. 
1674 Govt. , Tongue ix. § 13 The drolling pesant scarce 
thinks there is any world beyond his own village, or the 
neighboring markets. 

Droit 1 (droit, or as F., drvva). Also 5-6 
droyt, 6 droict. [a. F. droit, earlier dreit late 
pop. L. *drectum, drictum :~L. directum straight- 
ened, straight, right, Direct ; as sb. a straight or 
right line ; in late L. right, legal right, law.] 

1 . A right ; a legal claim to what is one’s due ; 
hence, that to which one has a legal claim ; a due ; 
pi. dues, duties, perquisites due by legal right. 

Droits of Admiralty : certain rights or perquisites, as the 
proceeds arising from the seizure of enemies] ships, wrecks, 
etc., formerly belonging to the Court of Admiralty, but now 
paid into the Exchequer. 

1481 Caxtqn Godeffroy pevi. 301 He sayde that they were 
the droytes and rightes of his chirche of the sepulere. 1484— 
Curtail 8 The vertues of nature and the ryghtes and droytes 
of lyf humayne. 1528 Sir R. Weston in Dillon Calais # 
Pale (1892) 92 Other casualtyes and droyts Royal! belong- 
ing to the Seignoiye. 1638 Earl Strafford Lett. (1739) II. 
206 As if the keeping of the Fort, .had prejudiced him in the 
Droits of his Admiralty. 1816 Kbatinge Trav. (1817) II. 
164 A difficulty experienced in collecting the droits or duties 
exacted. 1861 May Const. Hist. (1863) I. iv. 198 George 
III derived a considerable amount from the droits of the 
crown and Admiralty, .and other casual sources of revenue. 
1889 Century Diet . s.v,, In American law droits of admiralty 
are not as such recognized. 

2 . Law, right, justice ; a law. Obs. 

1480 Caxton Ovid's Met. x. vii, My fader, .knoweth the 
lawes & droytes. 1481 — Myrr.i. ix. 35 The droytes and 
lawes by which the jugements be made. 1483 — CW0 
C viij, It is founde in droyt canon. —Gold. Leg. 175b/! To 
lerne the Scyence of droyt and of the la we. i 535"6 Act 27 
Hen. VIII \ c. 26 Preamb., The Domynyon . . of Wales., 
[whereof] the Kinges moost Roiall Magestie of mere droiie 
and verye right is verie hedde King Lorde and Ruler. 

3 . Comb., as droit-Louse, a building at a sea- 
port for the collection of the droits of Admiralty ; 
droitsman, the collector of droits. 

1836 Ann. Reg. 31 Plaintiff was taken to the droit-house 
at the end of the pier. 1866 Blackmore Cradock Nowell 
xxxiii,The Admiralty droitsmen made an accurate inventory 
of the bungs and blacking bottles. 

t Droit ' l m Obs . [Origin unascertained ] A 

minute weight ; the four hundred and eightieth part 
of a grain troy, one twenty-fourth of a ‘ mite \ 
(Belonging to a series used in exact computations of weight 
of coins, before the introduction of decimals, the alternate 
subdivisions by 20 and Z4 carrying out those of ounces and 
pennyweights. See Notes <$* Queries 8th S. X. 255, 278, 338.) 

x6oi [‘ Weight of Silver Goins 43 Eliz. 1601 ’ given in ‘ dwt., 
gr., Mites, Droits, Perits, Blancs,’ cited in J. Millan Coins, 
Weights, # Meas. 1749.] 1604 Prod. Jas. I in Ruding 
Coinage of Gt. Brit . 1840, I. 363. a 1606 Mint <£ Monet a 
(MS. in Royal Mint Lib.) iv. If. 2, Note that . . in 1 grain 
Subtill there are 20^ Mites Subtill, and so further to Droxtes, 
to be devided if need shalbe. 1649 Long Parlt. c. 43 
(Scobell 11. 65). Schedule or Table annexed — Pieces of 
Gold : xx s . 05 Penny weights, 20 Grains. 10 Mites. ..Pieces 
of Silver ; . . i li 00 Penny weights . 07 Grains . 14 Mites . 20 
Droits. 02 Perits. 12 Blanks. — Memorandum : Twelve 
Ounces makes a pound weight Troy ; . . Twenty Mites makes 
a Grain; Twenty four Droits makes a Mite ; Twenty Perits 
makes a Droit ; Twenty four Blanks makes a Perit. Passed 
17 July. 1656 Blount Glossogr. s.v. Ounce. x 6 $& Phillips 
s.v. Ferit. 1708-43 J. Chamberlayne St. Gt. Brit, 160. 
x8rs Kelly LJniv. Cambist, The Droit of 20 Periots. 1858 
Simmonds Diet. Trade, Droit, a division of the troy gram 
used by moneyers. 

Droitural (drortiural), a. Law. [f. F. droi- 
ture (see next) + -al.] Relating to a right to 
property, as distinguished from possession, 

1850 Burrill cited in Webster. 1875 Poste Gants it. 
Comm. (ed. 2) xgx He might recover it for future presenta- 
tions by droitui-al writ of right of advowson. Ibid. iv. 649 
The old division of Real actions in English law into Pos- 
sessory and Droitural. 

t Drorture. Obs. rare . [a. Y.droiture straight- 
ness, rightness late pop. L. *drectura-m :~L. di- 
rectura-m a making straight (Vitruvri, f. ppl. stem 
of dlrigire to straighten, Direct.] Uprightness.^ 
X483 Caxtqn Gold. Leg. 246/2 Therfor remayneth his 
droyture perdurably whyche he fulfilled wyth holy werke. 

Droll (dr<? u l), sb. Also 7 droll©, 7-8 drol(e. 
[a. F .drdle (1584 drolle in Hatz.-DaTm. ; in 16th. 
c. also draule), orig. a sb. ‘ a good fellow, boone 
companion, merrie grig, pleasant wag; one that 
cares not which end goes forward, or how the world 
goes ’ (Cotgr.) ; subseq. also an adj., and so in Eng. 
The origin of the F. word is uncertain : see Diez, 
Littre, Darmesteter.] 

1 . A funny or waggish fellow ; a merry-andrew, 
buffoon, jester, humorist. 

C1645 Howell Lett. 1. 1. xviii, The old Duke of Main 
. . was us’d to play the drol with him. Ibid. (1650) I. 438 
Dr. Dale, who was a witty kind of drole. 1658 ). Har- 
rington Prerog. Pop. Govt. 11. v. (1700I 374 Lucian is a 
Drol, and intends a Jest. *665 Pepys Diary 7 June, Very 
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merry we were, Sir Thomas Harvy being a very drolle. 
cxfyz Wood Life (Oxf. Hist. Soc.) I, 201 John Lamphire .. 
who was sometimes the natural droll of the company. 
a 1680 > Butler R em. (1759) I. 102. The worst Drols of 
Punchinellos Were much th’ ingeniouser Fellows. 1709 
Steele Tatler No. 9 p 2 Mr. Scoggin, the famous Droll of the 
last Century. 1768-74 Tucker Lt. Nat. (1852) I. 645 The 
frolic gamesome droll they have seen upon Covent Garden 
theatre. 1847 Disraeli Tancred n. vui, Mrs. Coningsby 
was. .a fascinating droll. 1873 Browning Red Cott. Nt.-cap 
328 As for the droll there, he that plays the king And screws 
out smile with a red nightcap on. 

f 2 . A comic or farcical composition or repre- 
sentation ; a farce ; an enacted piece of buffoonery ; 
a puppet-show. Obs. 

1649 G. Daniel Trinarck. To Rdr. 8 The frequent heapes 
Of Braines, from the weake sun-shine of an Eye Work Mag- 
gotts out — short Drolls — scurrilitie. x 66a Tatham Aqua 

Tri. In trod., There are two Drolls, one of Watermen, 
the other of Seamen. 1711 Shaftesb. Charac ., Enthu- 
siasm (1749) I. 19 They are .. the subject of a choice 
Droll or Puppet-show at Bart’lemy Fair. 1731 Medley 
Kolben’s Cape G. Hope I. 10 The crew, to divert them- 
selves, acted several Drolls, 1828 Todd, Drollery ..2. A 
show; the old word for the present dtolls exhibited at fairs, 
t b. The acting of farces. Obs. 

1817 D. Hughson Walks thro* Lond. 194 A house of 
public exhibition in horsemanship and droll. 

f 3 . The action of making jest or sport ; jesting ; 
burlesque writing or style. Obs. 

1670 G. H. Hist. Cardinals I. 1. 13 The whole Sermon 
being but a drol and derision of Kings and their Ministers. 
1698 [R. Ferguson] View Eccles. Pref., To turn everything 
he writes of into Droll and Laughter. 1711 tr. Werettfels 1 
Disc. Logomachy s 164 The ridiculous Mockery and Drolls 
of the Vulgar. 1842 H. Rogers Ess. I. i. 35 A pretty story 
..that affords scope for clinch and droll. 

4 . all rib. and Comb., as + drolbbooth, - house , a 
place where drolls were acted (obs.) ; droll-teller. 

1706 E. Ward Hud. Rediv. 1. vui, Like Smith-field Droll- 
Booth, built with Wood. 1738 Watts Holiness of Times 
in. Wks. 1812 III. 579 Should the senate-house . . be used 
for a theatre or droll-house, or for idle puppet-shows 1866 
Sat. Rev. 11 Aug. 186/1 The droll-teller still went his rounds 
from hall to cottage. 

Brollj, a. [f. F. drdle : see prec. sb.] 

1 . Intentionally facetious, amusing, comical, funny. 
+ Droll painting , caricature ; d. painter , caricaturist. 

1623 Jas. I in Four C. Eng. Lett. 45 , 1 heartily thank thee 
for thy kind droll letter. 1756-82 J. Warton Ess. Pope (ed. 4) 
I. Ii. 51 Landschape-painting.. being even preferred to single 
portraits, to pieces of still-life, to droll-figures. 1762-71 
M. Walpole Vertue's Anecd, Paint. (1786) III. 45 Daniel 
Boon, Of the same country, a droll painter. 1789 Belsham 
Ess. I. x. 202 The droll inventions of Hogarth. 1858 Lytton 
What will He do 1. xii. He was a droll and joyous humour- 
ist. 1861 Wright Ess. Archmol. II. xxiii. 230 Everybody 
has a perception of what is droll and ludicrous. 

2 . Unintentionally amusing ; queer, quaint, odd, 
strange, * funny \ 

1753 Melmoth Cicero iv. ix. (R.) Imitating the drollfigures 
those gallant youths exhibited. 1790 Burns Tam O' Shunter 
159 Wither'd beldams, auld and droll. 1822 Scott Let. in 
Taylor & Raine Mem.Surtees (1852) 164 1 have built a droll 
sort of house here . . a pretty, though somewhat fantastical 
residence, a 1876 G. Dawson Biog. Lect. (1886) 94 Charles 
the Second certainly was the drollest idol ever nation set up. 

Hence Dro*Hity, the quality of being droll; 
concr. a droll thing ; Drollness. 

1639 Davenant Salmacida Spolia Dram. Wks. 1872 II. 
317 Four Grotesques or drollities. 1833 F. Clissold^s^w/ 
Mt. Blanc (1825) 10 Excited, as he said, by the drollness of 
the scene. 1885 Library Mag. (N. Y.) July 4 The ground- 
cuckoo is an embodiment of drollness and absurdity. 

Broil, v. Also 7 drol, 7-8 drole. [a. obs. F. 
drdler i to play the wag ’, etc. (Cotgr.), f. drdle sb.] 

1 . intr. To make sport or fun; to jest, joke; to 
play the buffoon. Const, with, at, on , upon. 

1654 Whitelocke Jrnl. Swed. Emb. (1772) I. 130 White- 
locke drolled with them. 1665 Earl Marleburgh Fair 
Warnings 19 There was no greater argument of a foolish 
and inconsiderate person, than profanely to droll at Re- 
ligion. a 1678 Marvell Wks. III. 333 (R.) As Killegrew 
buffons his master, they droll on their God, but a much 
duller way. 1680 Find. Conforming Clergy (ed. 2) 32 An 
Author . . that drolls with every thing. 1739 Melmoth 
Fitzosb . Lett . (1763) 227 To drole upon the established 
religion of a country. 1784C0WPER Task 11. 369 He doubt- 
less is in sport, and does but droll. _ 1894 R. Bridges Feast 
of Bacchus v. 1428 To droll on a private person. 

2 . tram. To jest (a thing) away, off; f to jest 
(a person) out of or into something (obs .) ; to bring 
forth after the manner of a jester or buffoon. 

1663 R. Stapylton Slighted Maid 7 (N.) He would scarce 
droll away the sum he offer'd, 1679 Sharp Serm. at St. 
Margarets 11 Apr. n To Baffle and Droll out of Counten- 
ance those that stand up for the Reputation of Sacred 
things, a 1704 R. L’Estrange (J.), Men that will not be 
reasoned into their senses, may yet be laughed or drolled 
into them. 1834 Tail’s Mag. I. 57 The Mulgraves and 
Masseys .. might have drolled and drivelled forth their 
sickening imbecility for half a century. 

Hence Dro lling vbl. sb. and ppl. a . ; also Brol- 
lingly adv . ; jestingly, so as to make a jest of it ; 
■f Droller, f Dro llist, a professed facetious per- 
son ; a jester, buffoon. 

1645 Evelyn Diary 20 Feb., Their drolling lampoons and 
scurrilous papers. *670 G. H. Hist . Cardinals 1. 1. 19 
[They] use but drolling and impertinence in their Argu- 
ments. 1676 Glanvill Season. Reft. i. 3 And . . now he 
sets the Apes and. D rollers upon it 1681 — Sadducismus u. 
(1726) 453 These idle Drollists have an utter Antipathy to all 
the braver and more generous kinds of Knowledge, 1684 
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J. Goodman Winter Even. Confer. P j. (T.), To talk lightly 
and drollingly of it a 1723 Ellvvood Autobiog. (1765) 284 
Something like an Epitaph, in a drolling Stile. 1847 
Irving 14 Apr. in Life IV. 3 A quiet drolling vein. 2882 
Trollope Alice Dugdale, etc. 357 There was a sound or 
drolling in her voice. 

Brollery (dr^’bri). Also 7 drol(l)erie, 
drolrie (drawlerie, drallery). [a. F. drblene 
(1584 in Hatz.-Darm. ; also draulerie in Cotgr.), f. 
drdle : see -eby.] 

1 . The action of a droll ; waggery, jesting. 

1653-4 Whitelocke Jml. Swed. Emb, (1772) I. 279 So 

they parted in much, drollerye. 1681 Glanvill Saddu- 
cismus 11. (1726) 449 An affected humour of Drollery and 
Scoffing. 1743 J. Morris Serm. vii. 202 Better . .than to 
make it the subject of their jests and drollery. 1828 Carlyle 
Misc. Ess „ Burns (1872) II. 22 This [f aculty of caricature] is 
Drollery rather than Humour. 2873 Symonds Grk. P oets iv. 
109 A humour for drollery and sarcasm. 

2 . Something humorous or funny : fa. A comic 
play or entertainment ; a puppet-show ; a puppet. 

1610 Shaks. Temp. rii. iii. 21 What were these? A liuing 
Drolerie. 1614 B. Jonson Barth. Fair Induct., Those 
that beget tales, tempests, and such like drolleries. 2621 
Fletcher Wild Goose Chase 1. ii, Our women the best 
linguists ; they are parrots ; O’ this side the Alps they ’re 
nothing but mere drolleries. 2847 Disraeli Tancred n. 
xiii, A land that has never been blessed by that fatal drollery 
called a representative government. 

t b. A comic picture or drawing ; a caricature. 
1597 Shaks. 2 Hen. IV, n. i. 156 For thy walles, a pretty 
slight Drollery, .is worth a thousand of these Bed-hangings. 
2606 Dekker^^/. Sinnes Ded., A Drolleriefor Dutch peece 
of Lantskop) may sometimes breed in the beholders eye, as 
much delectation, as the best and most curious master-peece 
excellent in that Art. 1641 Evelyn Diary 13 Aug,, We 
arrived late at Roterdam, where was their annual marte or 
faire, so furnished with pictures (especially Landskips and 
Drolleries, as they call those clounish representations) that 
[etc.]. 1888 F. T. Palgravk in 19 th Cent. Jan. 85 [Dutch] 
pictures, .were not classed in the range of serious work; 
they bore commonly the significant name of Drolleries, 
e. A jest ; a facetious story or tale. 

2634 Gayton Pleas, Notes iv. i. 170 Let it be if you please 
a Drawlery upon it. 1660 F. Brooke tr. Le Blanc's Trav. 
221 The King is very much pleased with such Fictions and 
Drolleries. 2871 R. Ellis Catullus 1 . 4 Scribbling drolleries 
each of us together. 

8. The quality of being droll ; quaint humour. 

1742 West Let . in Gray's Poems (1775) 143 Old words re- 
vived. .add a certain drollery to the comic, and a romantic 
gravity to the serious. 2856 Macaulay Goldsm, Misc. Writ. 
i860 II. 255 The rich drollery of * She Stoops to Conquer’. 

Hence Drolle'rical a. nonce-wd., comical. 

2636 S. Holland Zara (1719) 15 This Drollerical Poem 
mightily augmented our Champion’s Mirth. 

Brollic, a. rare. [f. Droll sb. + -ic.] Of or 
pertaining to a droll or puppet-show. 

1743 Fielding f. Wild 11. iii. (D.), At the fair of Bartho- 
lomew.. Thalestris, Queen of the Amazons, Anna Bullen, 
Queen Elizabeth, or some other high princess in drollic story. 

Brollish, (dr^-lij), a. Somewhat droll. 

1674 tr. Scheffers Lapland xxiv. 108 Imposing drollish 
nick-names upon them. 1759 Sterne Tr. Shandy II. xii, 
A drollish and witty kind of peevishness. 

Brolly (dr<?u-l t H), adv. [f. Droll a. + -ly 2 .] 
In a droll manner ; funnily; quaintly, oddly. 

2663 Pepys Diary 5 Nov., Jane, .did answer me so humbly 
and drolly about it. 2791 Boswell Johnson 17 May an. 
177S, Tom Davies described it [Johnson’s laugh] drolly 
enough : ‘ He laughs like a rhinoceros ’. a 2864 Hawthorne 
Amer. Note-Bks. (1879) II. 43 A tone of voice having a drolly 
pathetic, .sound. 1880 Ouida Moths II. 59 Things manage 
themselves drolly. 

Brora, obs. form of Drum. 
Bromseognathons (drp:m*Vgna>3s), a. Or - 
nith. [f. Dromseus generic name of the emeu, (ad. 
Gr. Spo/Muos swift-running) +• yudOosj^w : see -ous.] 
Having the bones of the palate arranged as in the 
emeu and its allies. Hence DromaeogmatMsm, 
the arrangement of the palate-bone in this parti- 
cular manner. 

1867 Huxley Classif. Birds in Proc. Zool. Soc. 425 The 
Dromseognathous birds are represented by the single genus 
Tutamus, which has a completely struthious palate. 1875 
Parker in Encycl. Brit. III. 7x1/1 (Birds) That low kind 
of skull which is called ‘ Dromseognathous ' best seen in 
Dromseus the Emeu. 

Brombeslade, -byllsclad, var, of Drumslade 
Obs., a drum. 

t Drcrmed, -e. Obs, [ad. late L. dromeda , 
f. class. L. dromas, dromad-em ] = Dromedary. 

[‘ Dromeda, quoddam genus camelorum, minoris quidem 
staturse, sed velocioris’ (J. de Janua in Du Cange); ‘dro- 
meda, & dromas & dromedarius, idem animal est minus 
camelo, sed velocius (Gloss. Camberonense in Du C.)] 
c 1380 Wyclif Serm. Sel. Wks. I. 340 pei camen upon dro- 
medis.^ 1388 — Isa. lx. 6 The lederis of dromedis [2382 dro- 
medaries] of Madian and Effa. 1398 T revis a Barth. De P.R. 
xviii. xxxvi. (1495) 797 Dromedarius is an heirde and keper 
of Dromedes. c 1410 Love Bonavent. Mirr. viii. (Sherard 
MS.), The dromedes J?at they riden vpon. 2572 Bossewell 
Armorie 11. 58, G. beareth sable, a Dromede passante d’Or, 
gesante a branche of the Date tree propre. 

Bromedary (drzrm-, drp'medari). Also 4-6 
dromodarye, -ie (dromounday) , 5 dromadayr, 
dromyder, drowmondere, dromond-, dromy- 
dary, (drombodary), 5-7 dromadary, 6 drome- 
dare, -der, dromun-, drumbledary, drummi-, 
dromeldory, 7 dromidore, dromderrie, dromi- 


dary. [ad. OF .dromedaire (mod.F. dromadaire\ 
late L. dromedarius (Vulgate, Isa. lx. 6) for *drorn<L 
ddrius (sc. camelus), i. dromas, dromad-em drome- 
dary, a Gr. Spopas, bpopada, running, runner + Lat. 
suffix -arius : see -ary 1. The drumble -, dromd- 
forms are due to popular association with vernacular 
words in Drumble-, q. v.] 

1 . A light and fleet breed of the camel, specially 
reared and trained for riding. See Camel. 

Usually of the Arabian or one-humped camel, but the 
Bactrian^camel may also be improved into a Dromedary. 

13.. K. Alis. 3407 Olifans and camailes, Dromedaries 
1383 [see prec.]. c 2400 Destr. Troy 6207 Two dromon- 
darys drowe hit [a chariot], dressit perfore. c 2400 tr. Secreta 
Secret Gov. Lordsh. (E. E. T. S.) iii Right swyft as 
dromyders. c 1425 Voc. in Wr.- Wulcker 638 Hie drome- 
d arius, a drowmondere. c 2500 Melusine xxxvi. 274 Thenne 
came a trucheman mounted vpon a dromadary, 1570 
Levins Man ip. 104 A Drumbledary, dromedarius. 1596 
Spenser F. Q. iv. viii. 38 Ryding upon a Dromedare on 
hie, Of stature huge, and horrible of hew. 263* Lithgow 
Trav. vi. 298 A Dromidore, and Camel differ much in 
quality, but not in quantity, being of one height, bredth, 
and length.. the Dromidory. .will ride above 80 miles in the 
day. 1708 Motteux Rabelais iv. lxv, The Camels and 
Dromedaries of a Caravan. 1839 Thirlwall Greece VI, 
Iii. 271 Mounted on dromedaries, they crossed the desert. 

f 2 . = Dromond. Obs. 

[Late L had dromeda also as the name of a sailing 
vessel : ‘Lembus est genus naviculse quas Dromedas 
dicimus’, Fulgentius, Super Serm. Antiq. (C550).] 

? c 1475 Sqr. lowe Degre 818 With Ixxx shippes of large 
towre, With dromedarys of great honour. 2520 [see Dro- 
mond]. 1568 C. Watson Polyb. 66 b, They looked for taking 
certaine of their dromundaries, costed into a creek adjoining. 

f 3 . A stupid, bungling fellow. Obs. Cf. Drum- 

ble-dore. 

2567 Drant Horace Epist. B ij, Because Democrites iudgd 
art to be more base then witte, Therefore those drummi- 
dories seeke so sleightlie after it. 2597 Pilgr. P amass, n. 
217 An old Stigmatick, an ould sober Dromeder. 163a 
Massinger & Field Fatal Dowry 11. ii, A soulless drome- 
dary l a 2700 B. E. Diet. Cant. Crew, Dromedary, & Thief 
or Rogue. . You are a purple Dromedary. .You are a Bungler 
or a dull Fellow at thieving. 1785 in Grose. 

4 . attrib as dromedary camel, corps, hump . 

2553 Brende Q. Curtins v. 76 Dromedarye Camels that 
were wonderful swift. 1579 80 North Plutarch (1676) 572 
[He] had escaped, .flying upon a Dromedary-Cammel. 2844 
H. H. Wilson Brit. India II. 301 He moved against them 
with the third cavalry, the dromedary corps, and two com- 
panies of infantry. 2880 Blackmore M. Anerley xii, The 
dromedary humps of certain hills. 

Hence (nonce -wds.) Bromeda’rian a., of the na- 
ture of a dromedary ; sb., a rider on a dromedary; 
also Dro*medarist. 

1706 E. Ward Hud. Reviv. 1. xvii, On his Dromedarian 
Brute. 1849 Lane Mod. Egypt. II. ix. 135 Mohhammad Ibn 
Kamil the Dromedarist. 2877 Daily Tel. 7 Nov., Ridden 
by dromedarians in Egyptian Costume. 

Bromic (dr^*mik), a. [ad. Gr. BpopucSs, f. 
dpbpos course, race-course.] Of, pertaining to, or of 
the form of a race-course ; applied to the basilican 
type of Eastern churches from its resemblance to 
the plan of a race-course. So also Dro’mical. 

1850 Neale East. Ch, 1. 11. 1. 170 There are many [Eastern 
churches] of the kind called dromic , or basilican , which 
exhibit the early Western arrangement. # 1875 Encycl. Brit. 
III. 418/2 The basilican form, or, as it was then termed, 
dromical , from its shape being that of a race-course. 2890 
Huxley in 19 th Cent. Nov. 770 Such megalithic edifices as 
the dromic vaults of Maes How and New Grange. 

Bromioid (drp-mhoid), a. (sb.) [f. mod.L, 

Dromia a genus of crustaceans : see -oid.] Having 
the form of a Dromia , a genus of Anomourous 
Crustacea, closely allied to the true crabs, b. sb, 
A crustacean of this genus. 

185a Dana Crust. 1. 50 The genus Trichia. .is a transition 
genus between the Parthenopinea and the Dromioids. 
Ibid. S3 Three distinct grades of degradation —i. e., 
the Dromioidj.the Lithodioid, and the Paguroid. 

Bromler : see Drumbler. 

Brcrmograph. [f. Gr. dpopos course + -graph.] 
An instrument for measuring the velocity of the 
blood current. Also attrib. 

1883 in Syd. Soc. Lex. 1885 Landois & Stirling Hum. 
Physiol. I. 181 The dromograph curve, .shews the primary 
elevation, .and the dicrotic elevation. 

Hence Dromogra'pliic a. 

1883 Syd. Soc, Lex., Dromographic curve, the tracing 
obtained by the dromographic indicator. 

Bromometer. [f. Gr. spopo-s course; see 
-meter.] A measurer of speed ; a pocket in- 
strument, serving to check the indications of the 
dromoscope. 

2882 Nature XXIV. 225 Colonel Leboulangd will exhibit 
his ingenious dromometer and dromoscope for controlling 
the velocity of trains. 

So Dromo’metry, the measurement of velocity. 

1685 Petty in Phil. Trans. XVII. 658 Dromometry, 
and the Measures of a Ships Motions at Sea. 

Bromond (dr^-m^hd, dnrmond). Hist, and 
arch . Also 4-5 dromon, dromoun, dromonde, 
drowmotmd, dromnnd, 5-6 dromounde. [a. OF . 
dromon, dromont, AF. dromund, -unt, (in Cotgr. 
dromant), ad. late L. dromon-em, a. Byz. Gr. 8p<J- 
pmv large vessel propelled by many oars, f. Spbpos 
racing,, course.] A very large mediaeval ship) 
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according to-Jal, * a great vessel of the class of 
long ships’. Used both in war and commerce. 
In more ancient times it is said to have been 
« a s hip with rowers, having a single sail 
13, .Guy W. (A.) 2802 A dromond he seye ariueing. 13. . 
Coer tie L. 2459 The drowmound was so hevy fraught, That 
unethe myght it saylen aught. 13.. K. Alls. 90 How he 
schoide his fomen quelle.. That comen by schip other 
dromouns. 1436 Pol. Poems (Rolls) II. 199 Whan at Hamp- 
ton he made the grete dromons. Which passed other grete 
shippes of alle the comons. 1480 Caxton Citron. Eng. 
cxciv. 171 He and his companye robbed two dromondes 
[ed. 15*0 dromedaryes] besyde sandwyche. 1557 K. A rthur 
(Copland) v. iii, A great multytude of shyppe.-, galees, 
cogges and dromoundes. 1611 Speed Hist. Gt. Brit. ix. 
vii. 30 A mightie Argosey, called a Dromond. 1828 Scott 
F. M. Perth viii, I have got the sternpost of a dromond 
brought up the river from Dundee, 1849 J. Sterling in 
Fraser's Mag. XXXIX. 171 Dromonds huge deep-weighed 
with plenteousness. 1868 Morris Earthly Par. 1. Prol. 8 
The great dromond swinging from the quay. 

}| Bromomis (dmmp-jnis). Also Dromeeornis. 
[f. dpopos course, race, or mod.L. Dromzeus emeu 
+ opvis bird.] A genus of extinct Australian ratite 
birds allied to the Emeu, 

1872 Owen in Proc. Zool. Soc. 682. 1895 C. Dixon in 
Fortn. Rev. Apr. 642 Among extinct types.. we have the 
Dromornis of Australia, the ASpyornis of Madagascar. 

|| DromoS (dr^m^s). Archseol. [Gr. < 5 pofios 
race-course, avenue, f. vbl. stem dpept- to run.] An 
avenue or entrance-passage to a temple or other 
building, often as in Ancient Egypt between rows 
of columns or statues. 

1850 Leitch Muller's Anc. Art § 220. 217 Alleys of 
colossal rams or sphinxes form the approach or dromos. 
a88o C. D. Bell Winter on Nile vi. 57 A populous city 
with its palaces and temples and dromos of sphinxes. 1896 
Academy 18 July 54/2 The tholoi with their entrance 
passages or dromoi excavated in the indurated clay of the 
hillside were, .of good Mycenaean period. 

Bromoscope (drp-mtfsk^p), [mod. f. Gr. dpopios 
running, course + -scope.] An instrument to indi- 
cate the course of a ship; also, to indicate the 
velocity of a train or other vehicle. 

1873 Chamb. Jml No. 133. 79 The * universal dromo* 
scope’, for correcting the course of a ship. 1876 Catal. 
Sci. App. S. Kens. § 3131 Dromoscope. By means of this 
instrument the deviation of the compass, either of the 
course or azimuth, is indicated merely by stopping the 
hand. 1881 [see Dromometer]. 

Dromslade, -slet, var. of Drumslade, Obs. 
Dron, drone, obs. forms of Drown. 
Bro’nage. [f. D rone sb . i + -age. Of. Dotage.] 
The condition of a drone. 

31846 Ld. Cockburn Let. in Blackie's Biog. x. (1895) 
232 We only aggravate the drone-age of the drones. 1875 
Jowett Plato (ed. 2) III. 103 Many a man. .is reduced into 
a state of dronage by him [the usurer]. 

Brome (dr<? u n), sbX Forms: a. 1 dram, drsen, 
2-6 (s. w. dial. 7-9) drane (6 drayne, 6-7 dran) ; 
j 9 . ? 3 dro(n), 5- drone (6 dron, drown©, 6-7 
droane). [OE. dran, drsen (? dran, drsen). Cf. 
OS., pi. dram (? drdni ) , MLG. dr tine, dr fine, E.Fris. 
drdne, LG. drdne, whence mod-Ger. drohne. Also 
OHG. treno, MHG. Irene, tren (Maaler 1561 Iran), 
mod.HG. dial, trehne , trene ‘drone’. 

The etymological relations of these forms are difficult to 
make out, esp. in our ignorance whether the vowel in OE. 
and OS. was a or d. A short a would bring the OE. and 
OS. words together, and put both in ablaut relation to 
OHG. treno , from an ablaut series dren- dran - dr tin-, with 
primary sense * to resound, boom whence also ON. drynja, 
and mod.G. drohnen (see Drounzl). But an OE. d (: — ai) 
would not belong to the same ablaut series as OS. d (: — e). 
An OE. str, fem. dran , dram, would regularly give ME. 
and mod. s. w. dial, drane ; but it leaves unexplained the 
mod. drone (found chiefly since 1483, but app. indicated by 
dro~, in a mutilated (?) 12th c. MS. glossary, Wr.-Wiilcker 
543/8). On the other hand, neither are the facts explained 
by an OE. drdn, since this would have given ME. dron , 
droon, mod. drone. Sc. drane', for drane was the ordinary 
ME., and is now a southern Eng., not a Sc. form.] 

1 . The male of the honey-bee. It is a non-worker, 
its function being to impregnate the queen-bee. 

a. ciooo YElfric Voc. in Wr.-Wiilcker 121/10 Fucus, dran. 
a 1100 Ags. Voc. Ibid. 318/35 Fucus, drsen. a 1131 O. E. 
Chron. an. 1127, Swa drane doth in hiue. f 1394 P. PL 
Crede 726 As dranes dof> noujt but drynke]? vp pe huny. 
C1440 Capgrave Life St. Kath. iv. 21 Dranes loue weel 
reste. 1531 Elyot Gov. i. ii, If any drane or other unpro- 
fitable bee entreth in to the hyue. 1570 Levins Manip. 
19/1 A Drane, bee, /mens. Ibid. 200/2 A Drayne. Ibid. 168/5 
A Drone. 1658 Rowland Moufet's Theat. Ins, 917 The 
Drone called in Latine, Fucus.. In English, a Drone , a 
Dran. 1880 W. Cornwall Gloss., Drain , a drone. 1880 
Elworthy W. Somerset Word-bk. , Drane , a drone. 

B* 12.. Vocab. in Wr.-Wiilcker 543/8 Fucus, drofn). 
1483 Cath. Angl. 109/2 A Drone, asilus, fucus r. 1508 
Dron [see 3]. 1523 Fitzherb. Husk § 122 There is a bee 
called a drone, and she. .wyll eate the honny, and gather 
nothynge. 1607 Hieron Wks. I. 389 It helpeth not the 
droane, but the bee. 1637 Heywood jDAz/. Wks. 1874 VI. 
322 The Bee makes honey till his sting be gone, But that 
once lost, he soone becomes a Drone. 1720 Gay Poems 
(1745) L 7 Some against hostile drones the hive defend. 
1889 Geddes Evol. 0/ Sex 19 The drone, although 
passive as compared with the unsexed workers, is active 
when compared with the extraordinarily passive queen. 

2 . Jig. A non-worker ; a lazy idler, a sluggard. 

ax 529 Skelton Agst. Scottes 172 The rude rank Scottes, 

fyke dronken dranes. 1548 Udall, etc Erasm. Par. 


Pref. 3 Idle loiterers and verai dranes. 1570 B. Googe Pop. 
Kingd. 1. (1880) 8 a, Droanes that greedily consume the fruites 
of others paine. 2599 Shaks. Hen. V, 1. ii. 205 The lazie 
yawning Drone. 1678 Otway Friendship in F. v. 1, A 
Droan of a Husband. 2693 Pride aux Lett. (Camden) 161 
Y' preferments of y : Church were never designed for such 
drones. 1845 Disraeli Sybil (1863) 52 The lands are held 
by active men and not by drones. 

3. attrib. and Comb., as drone- bee, -cell, - eggs ; 
drone-like adj. ; drone - beetle — Dor - beetle ; 
drone-fly, a dipterous insect, Eristalis tenax , of 
family Syrphidx , resembling the drone-bee. 

1508 Dunbar Tua Mariit Wemen 91 Ane bumbart, ane 
*dron bee, ane bag full of flewme. 1538 Starkey England 

I. iii. 77 Much lyke vnto the drowne bees in a hyue.^ c 2540 
Pilgr. T, 68 in Thynne's Animadv. (1865) App. i. 79, I 
thought yt had beyn the dran be. _ 1583 Stubbes Anat. Abus . 

II. (1882! 42 Drone bees, that liue vpon the spoil e of the 
poore bees that labour. 1865 Wood Homes without H. 
xxiii. (1868) 426 There are three kinds of cell in a hive, .the 
worker-cell, the *drone-cell, and the royal-cell. 1753 
Chambers Cycl. Supp., *Drone-fy , or Beejiy , a two wing’d 
fly, so extremely like the common bee as to be at first sight 
not easily distinguishable from it. 1593 Shaks. Lucr. 836, 
My honey lost, and I, a Mrone-like bee [etc]. 

Broil© (dra u n), sb.% Also 6 (9 s.w. dial.) dran© 
(6 drene, droon, 7 droane). [app. f. Drone v. y 
though its early application to a bag-pipe or other 
sonorous instrument is somewhat surprising.] 

X. 1. A continued deep monotonous sound of hum- 
ming or buzzing, as that of the bass of the bagpipe, 
the humming of a fly, or the like. 

1500-20 Dunbar Poems xv. 7 Ane fule, thocht he haif 
causs or nane, Cryis ay, Gif me, in to a drane [v.rr. rane, 
drene; rime stane]. 1641 Milton Animadv. (1851) 209 
Ever. . thumming the drone of one plaine Song. 1751 John- 
son Rambler No. 144 P 7 The insects, .that torment us with 
their drones or their stings. 1755 Young Centaur ii. Wks. 
1757 IV. 140 The dull drone of nominal diversion still hum- 
ming on, when the short tune of enjoyment is over. 1864 Mrs. 
Gatty Parables fr. Nat. Ser. iv. 131 .The occasional drone 
of the [organ] pipes vibrating drearily through the aisles. 

b. transf. A monotonous tone of speech. 

1777 Mad. D’Arblay Early Diary (1889) II. 205 I would 
fain give you., some idea of the drone of her voice. 1827 
Macaulay Misc. Poems (i860) 416 He commenced his 
prelection in the dullest of clerical drones. x888 Elworthy 
W. Somerset Word-bk., Drane, a drawl in speech. 

c. A monotonous speaker ; a drawler. 

1786 Burns Ordination x. We never had sic twa drones. 
1834 Lytton Pompeii 1. ii, Some drone of a freedman. .reads 
them a section of Cicero ‘ De Officiis 

II. 2. A bagpipe or similar wind instrument. 
1502 Priv. Purse Exp. Elia, of York (1830) 2 A Myn- 
strell that played upon a droon. 1515 Barclay Egloges 
iv. (1570) C iij/2 Yet coulde he pipe and finger well a 
drone. 1530 Palsgr. 215/2 Drone, a bagpype, comemuse. 
0x700 Wooing of Q. Cath . in Evans O. B. (1784)1. lvi. 310 Our 
harps and our tabors, and sweet humming drones. 1787 
Burns Fragm., * When Guildford Good' ix, Caledon threw 
by the drone, An’ did her whittle draw, man. 1858 M. 
Porteous S outer Johnny 30 An’ sit an’ smirk, an’ hotch, 
an’ swear An’ blaw the drone. 

3. The bass pipe of a bagpipe, which emits only 
one continuous tone. 

(The modern Highland bagpipe has three drones.) 

1592 Lyly Midas iv. i, The bag-pipe’s drone his hum lays 
by. 1627 Drayton Agincourt , etc. 152 Then your Bagpypes 
you may burne, It is neither Droane nor Reed.. that will 
serue your turne. 1663 Butler Hud. 1. i. 516 This Light 
inspires, and plays upon The Nose of Saint, like Bag-pipe 
Dron e 1774 Pennant Tour in Scotl. in 1772, 303 The bagpipe 
. . had two long pipes or drones and a single short pipe. 1819 
W. Tennant Papistry Storm'd (1827) 90 The drone was 
here, the chanter yonder. 1879 W. H. Stone in Grove 
Diet. Mus. I. 123 The Irish bagpipe is perhaps the most 
powerful, .keys producing the third and fifth to the note of 
the chaunter having been added to the drones. 

4. The tone emitted by the drone of a bag-pipe. 

1596 Shaks. i Hen. IV, t. ii, 85 I am as Melancholly as.. 

the Drone of a Lincolnshire Bagpipe. 1623 Lisle AElfric 
on O. 4- N. Test. Ded. 38 What sports they now deuise 
With Treble and Drone, and Bonfiers, and Bels. 1832-53 
Whistle-Bmkie (Scot. Songs) Ser. 1. 54 Till the bags are 
weel filled, there can nae drone get up. 1879 W. H. Stone 
in Grove Diet. Mus, I. 123 A combination of fixed notes or 
* drones with a melody or 1 chaunter *. 

5. attrib., as drone-bagpipe, - bass , - pipe , -reed. 

1549 Compl. Scot. vi. 65 The fyrst hed ane drone bag 

pipe, a 1659 Cleveland Gen. Poems , etc. (1677) 2 While his 
canting Drone-pipe scan’d The mystick Figures of her 
hand. 1781 Cowper Conversation 330 The drone-pipe of 
an humblebee. 1879 W. H. Stone m Grove Diet. Mus. I. 
123 The drone reeds are only intended to produce a single 
note, which can be tuned by a slider on the pipe itself. 
Ibid. 124 An instrument. . with a ‘drone bass ’ in the strictest 
sense of the term. 

Brone (dr^n), vX Also 7 droan, 9 (dial.) 
drean. [f. Drone sbX ; or ^.2, sense 2 . (The 
ME. Droun, to roar, appears to be a distinct though 
radically related word.)] 

1. intr. To give forth a continued monotonous 
sound; to hum or buzz, as a bee or a bagpipe; 
to talk in a monotonous tone. 

1500-20 Dunbar Poems xv. 8 He that dronis ay as ane 
bee Sowld haif ane heirar dull as stane. 1704 Swift Mech. 
Operat. Spirit Misc. (1711) 292 A little paul try Mortal, 
droning, and dreaming, and drivelling to a Multitude. 1837 
Carlyle Fr. Rev. III. n. vi, From morning to night .. the 
Tribune drones with oratory on this matter. 1849 James 
Woodman xvii, The inveterate piper droned on. 1863 Barnes 
Dorset Gloss., Drean, to drawl in speaking. 1868 Kings- 
ley Ckristm. Day 13 Beetles drone along the hollow lane. 


2 . trans. To utter or emit in a dull, monotonous 
tone. Also with out. 

1614 B. Jonson Barth. Fair 1. iii, A dry grace, as long as 
a table cloth, and droan’d out by thy sonne. 1789 Mrs. 
Piozzi Journ. France II. 352 A.. German organ droning 
its dull round of tunes, i860 Thackeray Rotmd. Papers, 
Week's Hoi. 203 Penitents, .droning their dirges. 

f 3 . [f. Drone To smoke (a pipe) (ludi- 
crously compared to playing on a bagpipe).^ Obs. 

1599 B. Jonson Ev, Man out of Hum. iv. iii, His yillanous 
Ganimede and he ha' been droning & tobacco pipe there 
ever sin’ yesterday noone. 1609 — Sil. Worn. iv. i, As he 
lyes on his backe droning a tobacco pipe. 

Brone, V.* Also 6 drane. [f. Drone rA 1 ] To 
act or behave like a drone bee. 

1 . intr. To proceed in a sluggish, lazy, or 
indolent manner. Also to drone it. 

1509-1680 [see Droning///, a. 2]. 1711 Puckle Club § 606. 
112 To which Hive every one, Bee-like, Should bring honey, 
and not Drone it upon the heroick labour of others. 1858 
W. Johnson lonica 87 My soul went droning through the 
hours. 1891 M. E. Wilkins Humble Rom., 2 Old Lovers 49 
The business was not quite as wide-awake and vigorous 
as when in its first youth ; it droned a little now. 

2 . trans. To pass away,, drag out, spend (life, 
time) indolently and sluggishly. 

1739 Wesley Wks. { 1872) I. 180 One that drones away 
life, without ever labouring. 1843 Lytton Last Bar . 1. iii, 
To.. drone out manhood in measuring cloth. 1876 C. M. 
Davies Unorth. Lend. 361 Gentlemen who merely drone 
away existence in a laisser-aller kind of way. 

f Dronel, Bronet. Obs. [deriv. of Drone 
sb. 1 : perh. one form is an error.] — Drone sb . 1 

1575 Appius 4 Virg. in Hazl. Dodsley IV. 151 That 
dronel, that drousy drakenosed drivel. 1583 Stubbes Anat. 
Abus. To Rdr. (1877) 11 Like vnto dronets deuouring the 
sweet honie of the poore labouring bees. 

Broner (dm u *n3j). [f. Drone za1 + -erL] One 
who drones. + a. One who plays on a drone or 
bagpipe. Obs. b. One who emits a monotonous 
sound ; a monotonous speaker or reader. 

a 1547 Privy Purse Exp. Hen. VIII, To a droner that 
played on the drone ioj. 1784 Laura fy Augustus 1 . 127 
Enough to have awakened the suspicions of any man 
except such an old droner. 1859 Sala Tw. round Clock 
(1861) 109, I am tempted, .to summon the aid of the police, 
and to give one of the grinders, howlers, or droners in 
charge. 1893 R. F. Horton Verbum Dei vi. 187 Mere 
droners. .or reciters, .of words which are merely traditional. 

Brong. dial. Also drang. [f. ablaut stem 
of dring, s. w. form of Thring, OE. Jringan to 
press, compress.] A narrow lane or passage. 

1787 Grose Prov. Gloss., Drang , a narrow lane or passage. 
Devonsh. 1830 Mem. Gentlewoman of Old School \ Each. . 
opening into a different street, or, I should rather say, lane ; 
indeed, one was denominated a drang. 1863 Barnes Dorset 
Gloss., Drong or Drongway, a narrow way between two 
hedges or walls. 1880-88 West Cornwall Gloss. <5* W. 
Somerset Word-bk., Drang, Drang-way. 1888 T. Hardy 
Wessex T. (1889) 161 Accessible for vehicles and live-stock 
by a side ‘drong’. 

BrongO (cirfrrjgtf). Ornitk . [a. Malagasy drongo 
(Brisson Ornithol. 1760).] 

1 . A name originally belonging to a Madagascar 
bird, JDicrurus (Mdolius) forjicatus ; thence ex- 
tended to other species o i Bicrurus, and in a wide 
sense to the numerous African and Indian species 
of Dicruridse, also called Drongo-sbrikes. 

1841 Penny Cycl. XXL 416 The Drongos. .are fly-catching 
birds. Ibid,, The Dicrurinse or Drongo shrikes of Le 
Vaillant. 1894 Naturalist on Prowl 178 The ever-changing 
. .notes of the Racket-tailed Drongo. 

2 . Brongo cuckoo, a species of the cuckoo genus 
Surniculus , a native of Nepaul. 

Droning (dr<? u, nig), vbl. sb. [f. Drone v . 1 
and 2 4- -iNG 1 .] 

1 . Continued monotonous emission of sound, as 
of buzzing or humming ; monotonous talk. 

1704 Swift Mech. Operat. Spirit ii. Wks, 1778 II. 20 Cant 
ana droning supply the place of sense and reason. 1878 
H. M. Stanley Dark Cont. xviii. 507 The monotonous 
droning of the one-stringed guitar. 1894 Froude Erasmus 
vii. 113 Mere sounds like the dronings of a barrel-organ. 

2 . Lazy, indolent inaction. 

1825 in Brockett N. C. Gloss. 

Bro’niug, ppl- a. [-ING 2 .] That drones. 

1 . [f. Drone v. 1 ] Emitting a dull, monotonous 
sound ; having a monotonous tone or utterance. 

1601 ? Marston Pasquil 4- Kath. 1. i. 315 Along with me 
then, you droning Sagbut 1 1697 Dryden Virg. Georg, iv. 
89 Mix with tinkling Brass, the Cymbals droning Sound. 
1750 Gray Elegy ii, Save where the beetle wheels his 
droning flight. 1858 Carlylf. Fredk. Gt. (1865) 1 . 1. v. 45 
The endless droning eloquence of Bishops. 

2 . [f. Drone zl 2 ] Lazy, indolent, inactive, listless. 

1509 Barclay Shyp of Folys (1874) I. 186 Slouth and 

wretchyd Idylnes By wayes remysand dranynge neglygence. 
1680 Dryden Sp. Friar 11. ii, A long restive race of dron- 
ing kings. 1841-4 Emerson Ess., Compensation Wks. 
(Bohn) I. 46 The droning world. 

Hence Bromingly adv., in a droning manner. 
1887 Advance (Chicago) 6 Oct. 630 If he could, .read it 
freshly like a book, not droningly and dully like a portion 
of the Bible. 189a Lowell in Harper's Mag. June 78/2 
That droningly dreary book the Mirror for Magistrates. 

Dronislbi (dr^-nij), a. [f. Drone sbJ + -ish.] 
Of the nature of a drone or male bee; living on 
another’s labour ; lazy, indolent, sluggish, inactive. 


DRONXSHLY. 


DROP. 


1580 E. Knight Trial Truth 37 (T.> Good travelling bees 
..more profitable than the dronish ones. 1630 J. Taylor 
(W ater P.) Laugh be fat 40 Wks. 11. 76/2 Each lumpish 
asse, and dronish noddie. 1714 Rowe Jane Gray nr. i, 
The Dronish Monks, the Scorn and Shame of Manhood. 
a 1845 Hood Irish Schoolm. xxix, Some dronish Dominie. 
Hence DromisMy adv., Bromislmess. 

1731 in Bailey (both words >. . 1753 Ess. on Action groper 
for Pulpit 63 (L.) Flaccid dronishness of gesture, 

Dronk, obs. f. drank , drunk : see Drink v. 
Dronkelew : see Drunkelew. 

Dronkeu, obs. f. Drunken. 

Dronkle : see Drenkle. 

Dronseellett, slade, var. Drumsuade, Obs. 

[| Dronte (dr^rnt). Obs, [Du. and Fr. drontei] 
A name of the Dodo, q. v. 

Brony (clr<? u ’ni), 0. 1 [f. Drone ■+ -y*.] 

Having the characteristics of a drone ; sluggish. 

1781 Johnson in Boswell Life(iB 31) V. 3 To restrain a man 
from drony solitude and useless retirement. 1794 Mrs. 
Piqzzi Synon. I. 169 Some stupid books were to be read 
by drony souls with a uniform monotony of voice, 

Brony, aP [f. Drone sbP + -y 1 .] Character- 
ized by a drone or monotonous tone, hum, or buzz. 

1824 Body Soul (ed. 4) I. 93 The bats were wheeling 
their drony flights. 1837 Black™. Mag. XLII. 25 A couple 
of desperate Dutch prosers . . kept up a steady, drony hum. 
between them. 1869 Lowell Cathedral Poet. Wks. 1890 
IV. 52 That drony vacuum of compulsory prayer. 
Droof(e, obs. form of drove : see Drive v. 
Brook, var. spelling of Drouk v. 

Drool (drzzl), v. dial, and U.S. [Contracted 
form of Drivel v.] = Drivel v., in various senses. 

1847-78 Halliwf.ll, Drool, to drivel. Somerset, 1854 
Thoreau Walden iv. (1886) 124 [A frog] with his chin upon 
a heart-leaf, which serves for a napkin to his drooling chaps. 
a x86o T. Parker in Dean Life (1877) 159 (D.) His mouth 
drooling with texts. 1878 A. Hamilton Nerv. Dis. 290 
There may be drooling of saliva and other indications of 
bulbar degeneration. 1879 J. D. Long PEneid in. 803 
Blood and morsels soaked in blood and wine Did drool, 
1880 IV. Cornwall Gloss., Drule , to drivel. 

Droop (drwp), v. Forms : 3-4 drupe, 4 drope, 
4-6 droupe, drowp(e, 6 Sc. drup, 6-7, (9 dial 1 ) 
droup, 6- droop. [ME. drupe-n , drowpe-n , a. 
ON. drtipa to droop, hang the head, etc., deriv. 
wk. vb. f. ablaut series dreup draup-, drup - : see 
etymological note to Drop sb ,] 

1 . intr. To hang or sink down, as from weari- 
ness or exhaustion ; to bend, incline, or slope 
downward. Of the eyes: To be bent downward, 
with the eyelids lowered. 

a 1300 Cursor M. 16064 Iesus stode als a lambe, His hefde 
druppand [v. rr. drupand, droupande] dun. C1386 Chaucer 
Prol. 107 Hise arwes dropped noght with fetheres Iowe. 
1593 Shaks. 2 Hen. VI, 11. iii. 45 Thus droupes this l.oftie 
Pyne, and hangs his sprayes. 1602 Marston Ant ■ 4 Mel. 

11. Wks. 1856 I. 26 He is the flagging’st bulrush that ere 
droopt With each slight mist of raine. 1709 Steele Tatler 
No. 7 F 16 The Bridegroom’s Feathers in his Hat all 
drooped. 1858 A. W. Drayson Sporting S. Africa 64 The 
elephant. .male twelve feet high, droops towards the tail. 
1865 Dickens Mut. Fr. m. v, Bella’s eyes drooped over 
her book. 

2 . To sink, go down, descend. Now only poet . ; 
of the sun, day, etc. : to decline, draw to a close. 

c 1400 Destr. Troy 9447 Er I degh, or droupe in-to helle. 
Ibid. 10407 J>e.day wex dym, droupit } >e sun. 1590 Shaks. 
Mids. If. in. ii. 357 The starrie Welkin couer thou anon 
With drooping fogge. 1667 Milton P. L. xi. 178 Laborious 
til day droop. 1817 Shelley Rev. Islam 1, x. 5 The Eagle 
. .as if it failed Drooped through the air. 1873 Black Pr, 
Thule xxvii. 452 The evening wore on, and the sun drooped 
in the west. 

f 3 . To sink out of sight; to crouch or cower 
down; to lie hidden. Obs. 

c 1420 Anturs of Arth. iv. The dere in the dellun, Thay 
droupun and daren, 0x440 Promp. Parv. 133/2 Drowpyn, 
or priyely to be hydde. c 1450 Henryson Test. Gres. (R.), 
His eien drouped hole sonken in his heed. 1470-85 Malory 
Arthur xx. xix, Here ben knyghtes . . that wyl not longe 
droupe, & they are within these walles. 

4 . To decline in vital strength and energy; to 
sink in physical exhaustion, languish, flag. 

c 1400 Destr. Troy 122 Eson. .Endured his dayes drowp- 
ynge in age. a 1400-50 Alexander 734* She. .drowpys doun 
in swone. 1500-20 Dunbar Poems xliii. 420, I drup with a 
ded luke. 1697 Damfier Voy. I. xviii. 524 We had not been 
at Sea long, before our men began to droop, in a sort of 
distemper that stole ^ insensibly on them. 1709 Steele 
Tatler No. 31 F 3 This great Hero drooped like a scabbed 
Sheep. 1846 Dickens in Daily News (1896) 14 Feb., When 
our poor infants droop, 

b. transf. and Jig. To flag, fail, decay. 

X577 tr. Bu Hinged s Decades (1592)34 The faith of Abraham 
began not to droope. 1607 Dekker & Webster Northw. 
Hoe 1, D.’s Wks, 1873 III. 4 The towne droopt ever since 
the peace in Ireland, a 16x8 Raleigh Rem. (1644) 198 For 
the en crease and enabling of Merchants, which now droop 
and daily decay. x88o Bon. Price in Fraser's Mag. May 
678 Trade languishes, .the rate of interest droops. 

5 . To flag in spirit or courage ; to become de- 
jected, dispirited, or despondent. 

a X300 Cursor M. 4460 Sir, we are be droupander [C1340 
F airf, we droupe J> e mare], For tua sueuens we sagh . .tonight. 
c , 1330 R. Brunne Chron. (1810)252 He drouped berfore doune, 
& said ]?e loud wereschent, c 1380 Sir Ferumb. 1x03 pan set 
he him doun drurymode ; & dropede for hure sake. C1460 
Towneley Myst. (Surtees) 223, I dre, I drowpe, I dare in 
drede. 15x3 Douglas Mneis iv. Prol. 158 To droup like 
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a fordullit as. 1633 P- Fletcher Poet. Mi sc. 86 Why 
droop’st, my soul ? Why faint’st thou in my breast ? 1709 

Steele Tatler No. 159 f 5 Must my Terentia droop under 
the Weight of Sorrow? 1838 [see Drooping ggL a. 3!. 

6. trans. To let hang or sink down ; to bend or 
incline downwards ; to cast down, lower, turn 
towards the ground (the eyes or face). 

1583 Stanyiiurst AEneis 1. (Arb.) 33 Thee Godes hard lour- 
ing to the ground her phisnomye drowped. 1591 Shaks. 
x Hen. VI, a. v, 12 A withered Vine, That droupes his 
sappe-lesse Branches to the ground. 2602 Marston An - 
tonio's Rev. iv. v, He droopes his eye. 1796 Morse A mer. 
Geog. II. 34 [The reindeer] resembles the stag, only it some- 
what droops the head. 1832 Tennyson Eteanore vi, I 
cannot veil, or droop my sight. 1882 Nares Seamanship 
(ed. 6) 64 The shears being drooped, shift the. .blocks. . 
t b. nonce use with out : To express by drooping. 

1605 Tryall Chev. w. i. in Bullen O. Pl. i 1884} III. 319 
Why wither not these trees .. And every neighbour branch 
droup out their grief? 

e. To cause to drop, fell, lay low. 

2819 B. Cornwall Dram. Scenes , Rape Proserpine, 
And if the woodman’s axe should droop the tree The wood- 
bine too must perish. 

Droop (dr«p), sb. [f. Droop zl] The act or 
fact of drooping ; drooping action or condition ; 
downward bend or sinking. 

1647 H. More Song of Soul 1. in. xxv, Get up out of thy 
drowsie droop. 1852 Miss Yonge Cameos (1877) I. xxviii. 
226 His only blemish a droop of the left eyelid- 1853 Sir H. 
Douglas Milii. Bridges (ed. 3) 375 The droop of the chain 
is 14 feet. 1856 Kane A ret. Expl. I. xxx. 409 The droop 
of the shoulders. . 1874 Forster Dickens ^ (Househ. Ed.) 
314 Such indications of a droop in his invention. 1883 
Stevenson Treas. Isl. xxiii, Singing a.. droning sailor’s 
song, with a droop and a quaver at the end of every verse. 

Droop, a. rare. Also 6 drup, droup, drowp. 
[The stem of Droop v. used adjectively.] Droop- 
ing///. a. 

The 13th c. instances are doubtful ; they may be for 
drupiest from drupi, Droopy. 

[a 1225 St. Marker. x6, I . . diueri ant darie drupest alre 
binge. <2x225 Leg. Kath. 2050 Druicninde & dreori, & 
drupest alre monne ] 1508 Dunbar Tua Mariit Wenien 
192 Intoderne, atthe deid, he salbe drup \v.r. d roup] fundin. 
Ibid. 370 Eftir dede of that drupe, that docht nought in 
chalmir. ? 16. . Laird o' Laminion xiii. in Child Ballads 
vn. ccxxi. (1890) 220/2 Droop and drowsie was the blood. 
1852 Meanderings of Mem. I. 87 In the droop ash shade. 

e. esp. in parasynthetic combs., as droop-headed \ 

- nosed , etc. 

1737 Bracken Farriery Impr. (1757) II# 29 If it [the 
Croupe] fall too hastily, the Horse is said to be droop-arsed. 
a 1821 Keats Ode to Mclanch. 13 The droop-headed flowers. 
x88x A, J. Evans Jn Macm. Mag. XLIII. 228 The . . fine 
aquiline nose which distinguishes] these Serbian moun- 
taineers from their droop-nosed lowland kinsmen. 

Drooped (dnzpt),///. a. [f. Droop v. + -ed.] 
Bent downward ; downcast ; depressed. 

1873 Miss Broughton Nancy II. 13 With drooped figure 
..and swollen face. 1885 Tennyson Baling Balan, Now 
with droopt brow down the long glades he rode. 1891 
H. Herman His Atigel 72/With drooped eyes, and a face 
to which a hot blush was rising. 

t Broo*pen, droupne, v. Obs. [Extended 
form of Droops, with suffix -en 5 , as ifrepr.an ON. 
*drilpnaf\ — Droop v. 5. 

a 1225 Leg. Kath. 2048 (MS. Cott.) A 1 adeadet, drupninde 
& dreri. a 1240 Sawles Warde in Cott. Horn. 259 Godd 
iseh ow offruhte ant sumdel. drupnin of b at fearlae talde of 
deaS. a 1300 Body <$* Saul 1 in Map's Poems (Camden) [MS. 
Yern.l Als ich lay in Winteres nint, In a droupnynge [MS. 
Auch. droupening] to fore the day. a 13x0 in^ Wright Lyric 
P. xvi. 54 For hire love y droupne ant dare, c 1340 Cursor 
M. 12625 (Trin.) Wib heuy bert & droupenyng chere. 

Droo'per. [f. Droop v. + -er 1 .] One that 
droops ; f one whose energy or spirit fails. 

1586 Stanyhurst Ded. to Sir H. Sidney iry Holinshed 
Chron. II. 80 If the historian . . be pleasant, he is noted for 
a jester ; if he be grave, he is reckoned for a drooper. 1649 
Fuller Just Man's Fun. 21 Let such droopers know, that 
. .they offend God. 1657 G. Hutcheson Expos. John xiv. 15 
A. .cure, which cannot be expected by lazie drowpers. 

Drooping (dr«*pig), vbl. sb. [f. Droop v.+ 
-ing !.] The action or state expressed by the verb 
Droop; lit . downward hang or depression; Jig. 
falling off, pining away ; dejection. 

13. . Gaw. <§■ Gr. Knt. 1748 He watz in drowping depe. 
c 1400 Destr. Troy 3291 Sobbyng vnfaire .. with drouping 
on nightes.. 1657 Austen Fruit Trees 11. 160 To support 
the people of God against discouragements and droopings. 
x8x6 BYRQxDream v, An unquiet drooping of the eye. 

attrib. 1591 Shaks. i Hen. VI, iv. v. 5 When saplesse Age 
. .Should bring thy Father to his drooping Chaire. 

Drooping, ///. a. [f. Droop v. + -ing 2 .] 

1 . Hanging or bending down ; descending, de- 
clining. In names of plants '** L. nutans. 

1590 [see Droop v. 2]. c 1600 Shaks. Sonnets xxvii. 7 Keep 
my drooping eyelids open wide. 1633 P. Fletcher Purple 
Isl. xxxviii. xi. Hang down her drooping head. 1796 
Withering Brit. Plants III. 144 Long stems entirely 
drooping. 1827 Keble Chr. Y. 2nd Sund. Advent ii, Why 
lifts the Church her drooping head? x86x Miss Pratt 
Flower. PI. V. 275 Drooping Star of Bethlehem. 1878 
Britten Plant-n., Drooping Tulip, Fritillaria Meleagps, 

2 . Declining from vigour, prosperity, etc. ; failing, 
decaying, fl agging. 

1553 T. Wilson Rket. 31b, He that is so sower of witte, 
and so drowpyng of braine. 1576 F leming Panopl. Epist. 
2x0 Overburthened with drooping old age. X747 Genii. 
Mag. 17 Drooping cattle .. recover’d to their health. 1885 
Manch, Exam . 3 June 5/3 In the face of a drooping market. 


3. Dejected, depressed, dispirited, despondent. 

<2x300 [see Droop v. 5]. 1470-85 Malory Arthur ix. 
x, Fayr kny^t why sytte ye soo droupyng. 1655 Nicholas 
Papers (Camden) II. 289 To reuiue y w droopeing speritts of 
our freinds in England.^ 1838 Thirlwall Greece IV. xxxiv. 
331 To endeavour to raise their drooping spirits. 

Broo-pmgly, adv. [f. prec. + -ly 2 .] i n a 
drooping, hanging clown, or dejected manner. 

x6ox Deacon & Walker Answ. to Darel 200 To support 
our feeble hands which hang so drowpingly downe. 18x4 
Byron Lara 11. xv,That hand, so raised, how droopingly it 
hung ! 1852 Hawthorne Blithedale Rom. xiii, She stood 
droopingly in the midst of us. 

Broo’pmgness. [f. as prec. + -ness.] Droop- 
ing condition or state. 

1635 J. Hayward tr. Btondls Banish'd Virg. 220 The 
shackles of that benumming droopingnesse. 1864 Neale 
Seaton. Poems 66 Where lilies hang In silver droopingness. 
Droopy (drz 7 *pi% a. Forms: 3 drnpie, 6 
droupy, -ie, droopie, 6- droopy. [Early ME. 
drupi , referred to Droop v., but perh. repr. an ON. 

* drupag- } f . drupr drooping spirits, faintness.] 
Dejected, sad, gloomy, drooping. 

a 1225 Ancr. R. 88 [He] makeS drupie chere. a 1240 Lof 
song in Cott. Horn, 205 Sumehwile to pleiful, to drupi 
oSer h wiles. ? 13. . MS. Cantab. Ff, n. 38. 245 (Halliw.) 
Sche fonde the lady alle drupy, Sore wepyng and swythe 
sory. a 1529 Skelton Elynour Humming 15 Her lothy leere 
is . .ugly of cheere, droupy and drowsie. 1587 Golding De 
Mornay iii. 35 Titans golden flame That shines by Day, and 
droopie. Night. 1872 Mark Twain Innoc. A br. iL 19 Look- 
ing. .droopy and woe-begone. 

Hence Broopiness, tendency to hang down. ■ 
1828 Blackw. Mag. XXIV. 870 Maiden, the sleepy 
richness of whose eyes, and the dowdy droopiness of whose 
bonnet, indicate serious contemplativeness. 

Drop (drpp), sb. Forms : 1 dropa, 2-7 drope, 
4-7 droppe, 3- drop (5 droupe, 6- Sc. drap). 
[In I. repr. OE. dropa wk. masc. = OS. dropa 
(MDu. droppe , Du. drop), OHG. troffo, tropfo 
(MHG. tropfe , Ger. tropfen ), ON. dropi (Sw. 
droppe ) OTeut. *dropon- and *droppon~> f, u- 
grade of ablaut stem dreup-, draup-, drup-. 

The affinities of the drop, dreep, drip, dripe, droop family 
of words are here exhibited for reference from their respec- 
tive places : 

1. The original strong vb. : OTeut. * dreup-, dranp-, 
drup-; in ON. drjilpa (Sw. drypa), OHG. triofan (Ger. 
iriefen), OS. drzogan, OE. dreopan, ME. drepe , Dreep v. 

II. From au- grade : Causal *draupjan ; in ON. dreypa , 
OHG. troufen, OS. * dr dpi an, OE. *driepan, drgpan, ME. 
Dripe v. 

III. From??- grade: ON. dniprsb . ; drtipa vb. (: — * drupe-, 
corresp. to a Gothic *drufan, -aida), ME. droupeu, Droop 
v., also Droop a. and sb., Droopen v. 

IV. From u- grade : 1. *dropon- sb. (pre-Teut. *dhrubdn-\ 
in ON. dropi, OHG. troffo, OS. dropo, OE. dropa , Drop 
sb. Thence ^dropojan, OE. dropian. Drop v. Also *drup- 
jan, in OE. drypgan, ME. dryppe. Drip v, 

2. -pp forms, originating in assimilation of pre-Teut. -bn 
to -bb, OTeut. -pp, in sb. *dhrubd(n. gen. dhrubnds, assimi- 
lated dhrubbds , in OTeut. *dropd(n, dropp - ; whence, by 
levelling, *droppo(n- : in OHG. tropfo , OE. *droppa, ME. 
droppe'. see Drop sb. From this, *droppojan, OHG. 
tropfdn, OE. droppian , Drop v. Also *druppjan, in ON. 
*dryppa, Da. dryppe : see Drip v,] 

I. Th.e original sb. * Primary sense. 

1 . The smallest quantity of liquid that falls or de- 
taches itself, or is produced, in a spherical or pear- 
shaped form ; a globule of liquid. 

c 825 Vesp. Psalter xliv. 9 [xlv. 8] Myrre & dropa. c xooo 
Ags.Gosp. Lukexxii. 44 And his swat waes swylce blodesdro- 
pan [ Lindisf. G. dropps, Hatton dropen] on eorSan yrnende. : 
c xcoo Sax.Leechd. II. 34 Laet gedreopan on ]?a eagan senne 
dropan. <2x225 A ncr. R. 184 Nout so muche ase a lutel 
deawes drope a3ean ]?e brode see. 1297 R. Glouc. (1724) 560 
An vewe dropes of reine J?er velle. a 1300 Fragm. Pop, Sc. 
(Wright) 2x3 If hit is cold up an he} the dropen falleth to 
snowe. 1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. xiii. xxiv. (1495) 
456 A droppe is callyd Stilla while it fallith, and gutta 
while it stondyth or hangyth. c 1400 Destr. Troy 3320 
Elan, .driet the dropis of hir dregh teris. 1563 W. Fulke 
Meteors (1640) 49 b, Why raine falleth in round drops. 1697 
Dryden Virg, Georg. m. 750 On his hanging Ears. .Sweat in 
clammy Drops appears. 1831 Brewster Optics xxxii. 265 
Drops of rain, which we know to be small spheres. 1884 
Bower & Scott De Bary’s Pkaner. 145 The hypodermal 
layer of tissue containing drops of oil ana resin. 

b. Jig. Of things immaterial. 

1576 Fleming Panopl. Epist. 94 To instill sweete droppes 
of consolation, into your heart wounded with anguish, 1597 
xst Pt. Return fr. P amass. 1. i. 319 I have bespringled 
them pritilie with the drops of my bountie. <2 x687 Waller 
(J.), Admiring in the gloomy shade. Those little drops of 
light. 1784 Cowper Task in. 46 To preserve thy sweets 
Unmix’d with drops of bitter. 1878 Browning La Saisiaz 
51 Life’s loss drop by drop distilled. 

c. Drop serene, transl. of L. gutta serena, an 
old name for the disease of the eye called amaurosis. 

1667 Milton P. L. in. 25 So thick a drop serene hath 
quencht thir Orbs. 1822 34 Good Study Med. (ed. 4) III. 
175 The Gutta Serena of the Arabic writers, whence the 1 
term ‘ Drop Serene ’ of our own tongue. 

2. ettipt. or absolutely : == tear- drop; also drop 
of sweat, blood, dew, rain, according to context.. 

cxooo Azariak 64 in Exeter Bk., ponne on sumeres tid 
sended weor]>e 3 dropena dreorung mid dseges hwile. c 1400 
Destr. Troy 7997 Achilles .. warmyt. in yre . . That the 
droupes, as a dew, dankit his fas. Ibid. 9216 He dride vp 
his dropes for dymyng his ene. 1593 Shaks. Lucr. 1228 The 
maid with swelling drops gan wet Her circled eyne. 1607 — 
Cor. v. i. xo I vrg’d our old acquaintance, and the drops That 
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we haue bled together. 1620 Quarles Div. Poems, Jonah. 
(1638) 6 Tradesmen arise, and plie your thriving shops With 
truer hands, and eate your meat with drops, a 1657 Love- 
lace Poems (1864) 157 One drop, let fall From her, might 
save the universal ball. 1719 De Foe Crusoe 1. xviii, They 
would be faithful to him to the last drop. 1S87 Bowen Virg. 
PBneid in. 175 Cold drops over me streaming, I leapt forth- 
with from my bed. 

3. spec . In dispensing and administering medicines, 
etc., the smallest separable quantity of a liquid. 

1772 T. Percival Ess. Med. fy Exper. (1777) I. 97 Forty 
drops of the acid of vitriol. x8zx A. T. Thomson Loud. 
Lisp. (1818) p. lxxxii, The London College have introduced 
the last measure [minim] as a substitute for the drop, the 
inaccuracy of which had been long experienced; as the 
fluidity and specific gravity of the liquid, the thickness of 
the lip of the phial, and even its degree of inclination, were 
all liable to vary its size. 1822-34 Good Study Med. (ed. 4) 
I, 344 Twenty drops of turpentine, with four black drops, 
were given every four hours. 

4. pi. A medicinal preparation to be taken or 
administered in drops. Rarely sing. 

xyz 6 Adv. Capt.R. Boyle 47 Adding some of the chymical 
Drops into any liquid she shall drink. 1727-51 Chambers 
CycL, Guttm A nglicanse, English drops, volatile English 
drops, or Goddard’s drops, a name of a medicinal liquor. 
1728 Swift Jrnl. Mod. Lady 205 Here, Betty, let me take 
my drops. x8xo Crabbe Borough, vii. Wks. 1834 HI. 133 
Tincture or syrup, lotion, drop or pill. 

** The amount of a drop, a very small quantity . 

5 . Such a quantity as would fall in, or form, a 
single drop ; the smallest appreciable quantity. 

c 1290 . 9 . Eng. Leg. I. 100/290 Noust o drope of blode. 
a 1300 Cursor M. 16814 + 39 yen mist ]?ei . . More blode 
fynd none, But j?at sely drope pat was In his hert. c 1400 
Lauf ratio's Cimrg. 124 ]>ei comaunden to drynke a drope 
of water. 1581 Pettie tr. Guazzo's Civ . Conv. 11. (1586) 
104b, Writers: who, with one. drop or two of inke, may 
prolong our life. 1700 S. L. tr. Fryke's Voy. E. hid. 9 A man 
may as well steal all one’s money^as a drop of Water from 
any one. 1786 Burns Sc. Drink vii. His wee drap parritch. 
1798 Coleridge Anc. Mar. n. ix, Water, water, everywhere, 
Nor any drop to drink. 1816 Keatinge Trav. (1817) 1 . 163 
Suspected of a drop of Moorish blood in their composition. 

b. A drop in the (a) bucket or the ocean : a 
quantity bearing an infinitesimally small propor- 
tion to the whole. 

1382 Wyclif Isa. xl. 15 Lo ! Jentilesas a drope of a boket, 
ana as moment of a balaunce ben holden. 1611 ibid.. The 
nations are as a drop of a bucket. 1693 W. Freke Sel. Ess. 
xxxiii. 206 The Invisible, Infinite and Eternal Maker of all 
things . . to whom the Whole Globe is but as a drop of the 
Bucket. 1844 Dickens Chr. C, i, The dealings of my trade 
were but a drop of water in the. .ocean of my business. 

6 . spec. A small quantity of drink or intoxicating 
liquor. To have a drop in one's eye : to show signs 
of having had a glass. To take one's drops : to 
drink hard, to tipple. 

<21700 B. E. Diet. Cant. Crerv, Drop-in-his-eye , almost 
drunk. 1738 Swift Pol. Conv. i. Wks. 1778 X. 159 You must 
own you had a drop in your eye ; When I left you, you were 
half seas over, 1775 Sir M. Hunter Jrnl. (1894) 21 The 
captain's servant, .liked a drop as well as his master. £■1793 
Spirit Pub. Jrnls. (1799) 1 . 10 If I like any drop — but a drop 
in my eye. 1828 Craven Dial., Drops , * to take one’s drops,’ 
to drink hard, applied to one who drinks spirits. 1886 
Stevenson Pr. Otto 1. iv, I have had a drop, but I had not 
been drinking. 1888 J. Payn Myst. Mir bridge (Tauchn.) II. 

xi. 1x9 , 1 went to the Chequers and had a drop too much. 

7 . transf. and fig. A minute quantity, portion, or 
particle of anything immaterial. 

£1398 Chaucer Fortune 58 I the leute a drope of my 
rychesse. 14x3 Pilgr. Solute (Caxton 1483) iv. xx. 66 Is 
there in the no drope of kyndenesse. 1596 Shaks. M erch, V. 
n. ii. 193 Take paine To allay with some cold drops of 
modestie Thy skipping spirit. 1607 Walkington Opt. Glass 

xii. (1664) 131 Having a drop of Words, and a floud of 
Cogitations. 1813 Byron Giaour 263 Gather in that drop 
of time A life of pain, an age of crime. 

8 . An obsolete Scotch weight, =» 0 f an ounce. 

# In the Scottish Troy or Dutch weight =29-722 troy grains; 
in Scottish Iron weight=37*s88 troy grains (the pound of 16 
oz. being in the former =7609 gr., in the latter 9622-6 gr.). 

x 640 - 1 K irkcudbr. War-Comm. Min. Bk. (1855) 35, xj 
spoones, Spots worke, weghtan xiij unce iij dropes. 1673 
A cc. Bk.Sir J. Foulis ( 1894) 14 A quech weigh ting x 8 unce and 
xo drop. 2805 Forsyth Beauties Scotl. 1 . 78 Archers consider 
an arrow of from 20 to 24 drop weight to be the best for flight. 
*** Something like a drop in appearance. 

1 9 . A spot of colour (like the mark or stain of 
a drop) ; alsoyfg., spot, stain. Obs. 

£1420 Ballad, on Hush. vi. 236 O Sone of God allone, 
O Sapience, O Hope, of synys drope or fraude immuyn. 
X548 Hall Chron., Hen. VIII , 80 The other all blacke, 
dropped wt silver droppes. 1607 Topsell Four-/. Beasts 
(1658)01 Their belly is parted with black strakes and drops. 
1674 N, Cox Gentl. Recreat. 11. (1677) 213 The points and 
extremities of their Feathers full of white drops. 

10 . Applied to various objects resembling a drop 
of liquid in size, shape, or pendent character. 

a. A pendant of metal or precious stone, as 
an ear-drop ; a glass pendant of a chandelier, etc. 

1502 Priv. Purse Exp.Eliz. of York (1830) 21 Spangelles 
settes . . sterrys dropes and pointes . . for garnisshing of 
jakettes. 1682 Lond. Gaz. No. 1750/4A pair of Diamond 
Pendants, with Roses, and Knots and Drops. 1725 De Foe 
Voy. round World (1840) 140 A pair of ear-rings, .with a 
fine drop. x86x Macm. Mag. Jan. 186 (Hoppe) Cut drops 
of a glass chandelier. 1885 Scribner's Mag. XXX. 728/1 
A large silver urn bedecked with the drop-and-garland of 
Queen Anne’s time. 

b. Arch, (pi.) The frusta of cones used under 
the triglyphs in the architrave of the Doric Order 


below the tsenia ; also in the under part of the 
mutuli or modillions. (L. guttee.) (Gwilt.) 

1696 Phillips (ed. 5), Dropp . .an Ornament In the Pillars 
of the Doric Order, underneath the Triglyphs; represent- 
ing Dropps or little Bells, 
c. Naut. See quot* 

£1850 Rudim. Navig (Weale) 1x6 Drops are .. small 
foliages of carved-work in the stern-munnions. 

t d. Small shot. Of. also drop-shot in 23. Obs. 
1752 Maccoll in Scots Mag. Aug. (1753) 397/2 The. .gun. . 
was charged with powder and small drops. 1825-80 J amieson 
s.v. Draps , Lead draps, small shot of every description. 

e. A lozenge or sugar-plum, originally of 
spherical form, but now of various shapes. 

1836-9 Dickens Sk. Boz, Astleys , Ma, in the openness of 
her heart, offered the governess an acidulated drop. 1851 
OJfic. Catal. Gt. Exhib. I. 202 Fancy chocolate in drops. 

f. Name of a variety of plum, gooseberry, etc. 
1883 G. Allen in Colin Clout's Cal. 197 Orleans plums, 

and golden drops, which differ, .in their fruit. 

g. Applied to dowers with pendent blossoms, as 
the fuchsia (dial.), and in comb., as snow- drop. 

1664 Evelyn Kal. Hort. (1729) 226 December . . Flowers 
in Prime .. Snow-flowers or Drops, Yucca, etc. 1892 Nor- 
thumbld. Gloss., Drops, the common name for fuchsia. 

h. (Prince) Rupert's Drops : see quots. 

x 65 a Merrett tr. NerPs Art of Glass 353 An Account of 
the Glass drops. These Drops were first brought into 
England by His Highness Prince Rupert out of Germany. 
1753 Chambers CycL Supp., Rupert's Drops, a sort of glass 
drops with long and slender tails, which burst to pieces, on 
the breaking off those tails in any parts. 1833 N. Arnott 
Physics (ed. 5) II. 1. 24 A toy called a Prince Rupert’s Drop 
(a pear-shaped lump of glass with a slender stalk). 

•f 11 . A disease : in quot. 1559 (and prob. in 
c 1000) gout. ( — med.il gutta, F. goutte.) Obs. 

c 1000 Sax. Leeckd. I. 236 Heo tele yfel blod and J?sene 
dropan gewyldeR Ibid. 376 WiS fot adle, and wi 5 Sone 
dropan mm datulus. 1559 Morwyng Evonym. 241 This 
. . cureth all scabbednes and the drop. Ibid., Sod with bran 
and drunnken it driveth away all droppes. 

II. Secondary sb., f. Drop v. * The action. 

12 . The action or an act of dropping, in various 
senses, e.g. the fall of a minute particle of liquid ; 
an abrupt and clear fall or vertical descent in space ; 
a decided descent professionally or socially ; see 
the vb. f To give one the drop : to give one the 
slip (obs.). 

1637 B. Jonson SadSheph. 1. n, My slow drop of tears. 
1708 Mrs. Centlivre Busie Body in. v, I'll give him the 
drop, and away to Guardian’s, and find it out. 1832 W. Irving 
Alhambra I. 288 The. .fountain with its eternal drop-drop 
and splash-splash. 1851 WIktrew Land. Labour(tZbi) III. 
09 (Hoppe), I . .began pitching in the street. I didn’t much 
like it, after being a regular performer, and looked upon it 
as a drop. 1855 Browning By Fireside xi, The drop of 
the woodland fruit’s begun These early November hours. 
1884 Pall Mall G. 28 Aug. 5/1 The force of gravity, /which 
has far greater influence than any other in determining the 
course of the bullet, and is called ‘ the drop’ of the bullet 
b. slang. Cf. drop -cove, drop-game in 23. 

X812 J. H. Vaux Flash Diet, s.v., The game of ring- 
dropping is called the drop. 1823 in Grose. 

e. With adverbs, as drop in (see Drop v. 2/), 
drop out (see quot.). 

x8i9 Metropolis I. 234 D-s-y gave us a drop In for a few 
minutes, just long enough to be perceived. 1882 Drop out 
[see Drop-kick]. 1896 Laws of Football . 3 Drop-out Is a 
drop-kick from within 25 yards of the kicker’s goal line. 
1896 Durham Univ. Jrnl. 21 Mar. 69 The drop-out was 
well followed up. 

13 . fig. A sheer fall or descent in anything 
measured by a scale; e.g. in prices, values, atmo- 
spheric pressure, temperature, etc. 

1847-78 Halliwell, Drop, a reduction of wages. 1883 
Daily News 12 July 3/5 A portion of the hands . . have 
abided by the agreement and gone m again at the drop. 
1884 Manck . Exam. 29 Oct. 4/4 Owing to the drop in ex- 
changes and higher rates of discount. Mod. There has been 
a great drop in the temperature since yesterday morning. 

14 . To get (have) the drop on (U. S.) : to get 
(have) a person at a disadvantage ; orig. to have 
the chance to shoot before the antagonist can use 
his weapon. 

1883 Harped s Mag. Jan. 208 h The men.. were always 
waiting to * get the drop * on somebody. 1884 O’. S. News- 
paper, The Sheriff and his deputies. -having the drop on 
the outlaw he surrendered quietly. 1893 McCarthy Red 
Diamonds II. 27 It was my own fault for letting them get 
the chance to have the drop on me, 

15 . The act of dropping or giving birth to young ; 
the produce so dropped. 

1891 Australasian 320/4 The bulk [of the lambs] consisted 
of this season’s drop. 

** That which drops or is used for dropping* 

10 . In a theatre : The painted curtain let down 
between the acts of a play to shut off the stage 
from the view of the audience ; also called act 
drop , and (less technically) drop-curtain. 

2779 Sheridan Critic 11. ii. The carpenters say, that 
unless there is some business put in here before the drop, 
they shan’t have time to clear away the fort. 1859 Sala 
Gaslight D. ii. 21 Long cylinders, or rollers, used for 
‘drops’. 1896 C. Wyndham in Daily News 2 May 8/2 
The curtain which will fall to-night upon the drama. , will 
not be a final curtain, but only an act drop serving to divide 
one section of a career, one stage of friendship from the next. 

17 . A small platform or trap-door on the gallows, 
on which the condemned stands with the halter 
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round his neck, and which is let fall from under 
his feet 

1796 Grose Diet. Vnlg. T. s.v.,The new drop ; a contriv- 
ance for executing felons at Newgate. x8xo B enthame P ach- 
ing , 1821) 121 The New Drop . 18x3 Examiner 18 Jan. 43/2 
The drop felt. They were executed m their irons. 1843 Sir P. 
Laurie in Croker Papers (1 884) III. xxiii. 15 The first attempt 
at something like a drop in hanging criminals was at the 
execution of Lord Ferrers at Tyburn in 1760, but. .it was 
not adopted as the general mode of execution till 1783, 
when ten felons were executed on the 9th of December,, 
for the first time in front of Newgate, on a new drop or 
scaffold hung with black. • ' . . • v* 

18 . Variously applied to things which drop 

or fall from a height, and to mechanical contriv- 
ances arranged to descend, or fall from an elevated 
position : see quots. b. A movable plate covering 
the key-hole of a lock. e. The slit or aperture of 
a letter-box (&.$.). 1 1 

<2x825 Forby Foe. E. Anglia, Draps, fruit in an 
orchard dropping before it is fit to be gathered. 1858 
Simmonds Diet. Trade, Drop , a machine for lowering coals 
from railway staiths into the holds of colliers. 1864 
Webster, Drop . , a contrivance for temporarily lowering 
a gas-jet. Ibid, [see drop-press s.v. Drop-]. 1874 Knight 
Diet. Meek., Drop, a swaging-hammer which drops between 
guides. 2879 Postal Laws % Reg. of U. S. 427 Drop, the 
opening in a post-office or mail apartment of a car for the 
mailing of letters, .by the public. x88o W. Cornwall Gloss., 
Drops, window-blinds. * I knew he was dead — the drops 
were down V 

*** The space , place, or part , in which there is 
a fall or vertical descent. 

19 . The distance through which anything 
drops or is allowed to fall; e.g. the distance 
through which a criminal drops when hanged. 

1879 Daily Tel. 6 Sept., I would recommend the drop to 
be no more than 2$ feet with ordinary sized men. x88<j. 
A. Griffiths Chron. Newgate vi. 174 Sometimes the rope 
slipped, or the drop was insufficient, 1892 Lit. World 
3 June 534/3 As to the length of the drop there has been 
prolonged controversy. 

20 . The depth to which anything sinks or is 
sunk below the general level. 

1794 Rigging Seamanship I. 87 Drop of a sail, a term 
sometimes used to courses and topsails instead of depth. 
£ 1850 Rudim. Navig. (Weale) 116 Drop, the fall or declivity 
of a deck, which is generally several inches. 1864 Webster, 
Drop .. the distance of a shaft below the base of a hanger. 
1834 F. J. Britten Watch <§• Clockm. 143 This difference 
between the theoretical and actual width of the pallet Is called 
the drop. 1889 Century Diet., Drop of stock, in firearms^ 
the bend or crook of the stock below the line of the barrel. 

21 . An abrupt descent or fall in the level of a 
surface. 

1821 Clare Vill. Minstr. I. 62 The traveller from the 
mountain-top Looks down .. And meditates beneath the 
steepy drop What life and lands exist, and rivers flow. 1891 
C. James Rom. Rigmarole 166 Another fence Joomed ahead 
. .the water meadow beyond it was at a considerably lower 
level. * Look out 1 ’ cried Georgy. * It ’s a biggish drop ’ 1 
b. Fortification : see quot. 

1874 Knight Diet. Meek., Drop , that part of a ditch sunk 
deeper than the rest, at the sides of a caponniere or in front 
of an embrasure. 

22 . An arrangement in a genealogical table, 
whereby names belonging to a particular horizontal 
line, where there is no room for them, are carried 
lower down. Also drop-line : see Drop-. 

x 883 A thenceum 14 Jan. 49/3 The excessive use of ‘drops* 
may have been necessary; we can, however, but regret the 
adoption of so distracting a system. 

III. 23 . attrib. and Comb* (See also Drop- the 
vb.-stem.) a. Of, pertaining to, or consisting of 
a drop or drops, vs drop-earring, -fall, -falling, 
-ornament, -pearT, drop-shot (sense 10 d) ; drop- 
bottle (cf. sense 10 e). b. Special comb. : drop- 
black, a superior quality of bone-black ground in 
water/formed into drops, and dried ; drop-covo 
(see quot.) ; drop-dry#., watertight ; drop-gam© 
(see quot. 1891) ; drop-meter, an instrument for 
measuring out liquid drop by drop ; drop-sul- 
phur, drop-tin, i e. that granulated by being 
dropped in a molten state into cold water. 

1879 Cassell’s Teckn. Educ. IV, 222/x *Drop-black and 
Indian red. 1891 Anthony's Photogr. Bull. IV. 41, I use 
drop black, as it is already mixed with water, and it is 
very hard to make the common lamp black mix, owing to 
Its greasiness. 1877 W. Thomson Voy. Challenger 1 . 1. x6 
‘^Drop-bottles’ manufactured for holding sweetmeats of 
various kinds, 28x2 J. H. Vaux Flask Diet., * Drop-cove, 
a sharp who practises the game of ring-dropping. 2844 
Cobden Speeches (1878) 84 The thinly thatched roofs are 
seldom *drop-dry. 1778 Learning at a Loss I. 17 No- 
body can appear with a Button bigger than a *Drop 
Ear-ring. 2802 Mar. Edgeworth Contrast (1832 - 280 She 
wore the drop-earrings. 1382 Wyclif Ps. Ixiv. xi [lxv. 10] 
In his *drope fallingus shal glade the buriounende. 1785 
Grose Diet. Vulg. Tongue, * Drop-game. xSgx Farmer 
Slang, Drop-game, a variety of the confidence trick : — The 
thief ..pretends to pick up (say) a pocket book (snide), 
which he induces the greenhorn to buy for cash. 1857 
Sir J, G. Wilkinson Egyptians 87 *Drop ornaments in 
necklaces. 1707 Lend* Gaz. No. 4383/4 Lost, .two ’’Drop- 
Pearls, Weight xs Garrets. 2698 Ibid. No. 3362/4 *Drop 
shot of all sizes. 2858 Advt. in Greener Gunnery 14 With 
the largest drop shot, and also with mould shot. 185? 
Qffic. Catal. Gt. Exhib. I. 222 Crude *drop Sulphur, 

Drop (drpp), v. Pa. t. and pple. dropped, 
dropt! Forms: 1 droppian, 2-7 dropp©, 
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4 droupe, 4-5 drope, 5 drappe (7 pa. pple . 
droppen), 6~ Sc. drap, 3- drop. [OE. dropian , 
droppian, = MDn. droppen , OHG. troff&n, tropfSn 
(Ger. tropfen) : see note to Deop 

I. Intransitive senses. 

1. Of a liquid: To fall in drops or globules; to 
exude or distil in drops. 

c 1000 Ags. Ps. (Th.) xliv. 10 Myrre, and gutta, and cassia 
dropiaS of pinum claSum. Ibid. (Spelm.) lxxi. 6 Swa swa 
dropan dropende [Lamb. Ps. droppende] ofer eor}?an. 13. . 
Seuyn Sag. (W.) 3884 He. .held it vp,Tor water sold noght 
tharon drop. 1382 Wyclif Ps. lxvii[i]. 9 Heuenus drop- 

eden, [Vulg. distillaverunt] doun fro the face of God of 

ynay. 0400 Maundev. (Roxb.) x. 38 Apon J?e roche 
dropped blode of ]?e woundes. 1579 Spenser Skepk. Cal. 
Nov. 31 The kindly deaw drops from the higher tree. 159a 
Shaks. Ven. Ad. 958 The crystal tide that from her two 
cheeks. .dropt. 1596 Dalrymple tr. Leslie's Hist. Scot. 
(1888) I. 47 A certane coue, quhairin water continualie 
drapping. .turnes in a verie qunyte stane. 1659 D. Pell 
Impr. Sea 265 It will distill and drop out of the cicatrized 
place into the vessel. Mod. The rain drops incessantly 
from the eaves. Sweat dropped from bis brow. 

! 2. Of a person or thing : To give off moisture or 
liquid which, falls in drops ; «Deip^. 2. 

a *300 Cursor M. 3572 J>e nese it droppes [Fair/, droupes] 
ai bi-tuine. 1382 Wyclif Job xv i. 21 My woordi frendis, 
myn e$e droppith [Vulg. stillat] to God. 1490 Caxton 
Eneydos xxviii, 107 The swerde dropped yet of bloode. 
X5S3 Becon Reliques of Rome (1563) 226 If the chalice 
drop vpon the altare, let the droppe he supte vp. 1697 
Dampier Voy. I. xviii. 499 We, who were dropping with 
wet. 1823 Macaulay Ess., Milton (1887) 14 The rabble 
of Comus, grotesque monsters, half bestial, half human, 
dropping with wine. 

. b. Falconry, (see quots.) - 

1-615 Latham Falconry (1633) Vocab., Dropping, is when 
a Hawke muteth directly downeward, in seuerall drops. 
1674 N. Cox Gentl. Recreat. 11. (1677) 367 Sliming, is 
when a Hawk muteth without dropping. 

3, To fall vertically, like a single drop, under the 
simple influence of gravity; to descend. 

1377 Langl, P. PI. B. xvr. 79 Euere as pei [apples] dropped 
adown, J?e deuel was redy, And gadred hem alle togideres. 
36x0 Shaks. Temp. ir. ii, 140 Ha’st thou not dropt from hea- 
rten? 1660 F. Brooke tr. Le Blands Trav. 100 The shell 
opens, and the nut drops out. 1700 S. L. tr. Fry he's Voy. 
E. Ind. 14 One of the Master’s Boys . . dropt into the Sea. 
1756-7 tr. Keysler's Trav. (1760) III. 140 Birds flying over 
it dropt down dead. 1890 Lloyd's Weekly 30 Nov. 6/2 You 
could have heard a pin drop. Mod. The sword dropped out 
of his hand. 
h/jig. 

1654 J er. Taylor Real Pres. 62 That we may not think 
this doctrine dropt from S. Austin by chance, he again 
affirmes [etc.]. 1676 Hobbes Iliad 1. 237 His words like 
Honey dropped from his tongue. 1871 Roby Lat. Gram. 
I. viii. 49 This ablatival d has dropped off also from the 
adverbs supra, infra , &c. Mod. The second t has now 
dropped out. 

, c. To have an abrupt descent in position. 

1769 Falconer Diet. Marine (1789) s.v., Her maintop- 
sail drops seventeen yards. 1883 Stevenson Silverado Sq. 
74 In front the ground drops as sharply as it rises behind. 

4. To sink to the ground like inanimate matter; 
to fall exhausted, wounded, or dead. 

a 1400 Ocioitian 567 Neygh to dede we gan drappe. 1597 
Shaks. 2 Hen. IV, 1. i. 169 It was your presurmize. That m 
the dole ofblowes, your Son might drop. 1635 J. Hayward 
tr . Blond? s Banish'd Virg. 226 [They] were ready to drop 
downe for griefe. 1700 S. L. tr. Fryke's Voy. E. Ind. 76 
Tho* thousands of their Men dropt, they would not give 

g round an Inch. 3841 J. Forbes it V. in Ceylon I. 141, I 
red; the elephant dropped on his knees. 1856 C. J. 
Andersson Lake Ngami 371 A. .giraffe, .dropped dead to 
the first shot. 

b. Of a setter, etc. : To squat down or crouch 
abruptly at the sight of game. 

1870 Blaine Encycl. Rur. Sports § 2545 After standing 
some considerable time, she [a pointer] would drop like a 
setter, still keeping her nose in an exact line, and would 
continue in that position until the game moved. 1892 Field 
7 May 695/3 Druid had birds before him and Blanch a 
rabbit ; the one dropped to wing and the other to fur. 

5. Of a person or thing : To fall or pass involun- 
tarily or mechanically into some condition. 

*654 Whitlock Zootomia 411 Many other Townes .. 
silently drop into Dung Hills, without the least mention in 
History. 17x0 Prideaux Orig. Tithes v. 278 They had 
drop’d into absolute oblivion. 1833 Ht. M arti neau Manch. 
Strike vi. 66 For fear you should drop asleep again. 1877 
A. B. Edwards Up^ Nile xxii. 706 We soon dropped back 
into the old life of sight-seeing and shopping, 
b. fig. To die. See also drop off. \ 28 d. 

1654 Whitlock Zootomia 4 to A small Cottage, that hath, 
as it were, lived and dyed with her old Master, both drop- 
ping down together. 1722 Digby Let. to Pope x Sept., 
Nothing, says Seneca, .so soon reconciles us to the thought 
of our o wn death, as the . . prospect of one friend after another 
dropping round us. 1848 Thackeray Van. Fair xi, I lay 
five to two, Mathilda drops in a year. 1889 Anstey Pariah 
v. i, I shall have the old place some day, when the old 
governor drops. 

0. To come to an end through not being kept 
up ; to cease, lapse ; to fall through. 

1697 T. Smith in Lett. Lit. Men (Camden) 257 We must 
. .let our correspondence drop for the present. 1705 Hearne 
Collect . 31 July, The matter was let drop. 1855 Macaulay 
Hist. Eng. III. 498 The Bill of Rights, .in the last Session, 
had .. been suffered to drop. 1896 N. «$• Q. 8th Ser. IX. 
161/2 The search after him was not allowed to drop. 

7. To fall in direction, condition, amount, degree, 
force, or pitch ; to sink, become depressed. 


X729 Swift Libel on Delany 15 His visage drops, he knits 
his brow. 1798 Coleridge Anc.Mar. n. vi, Down dropt the 
breeze. 1866 Rogers Agric. Prices I. xiii. 191 The prices 
slightly dropping afterwards. i88x Besant & Rice Chapl. 
of Fleet 1. v, His voice had dropped to the lower notes. 

8. To allow oneself to be carried quietly down 
stream ; to descend without effort, with, the tide or 
a light wind. 

1772-84 Cook Voy. (1790) II. 378 The Resolution, .dropped 
down the river as far as Woolwich, at which place she was 
detained by contrary winds. X798 Coleridge Anc. Mar. 
1. vi, Merrily did we drop Below the Kirk, below the Hill, 
Below the light-house top. 1840 R. H. Dana Bef Mast 
xvii. 47 We made sail, dropping slowly down with the tide 
and light wind. 1894 Hall Caine Manxman 425 At the 
turn of the tide the boats began to drop down the harbour. 

b. To let oneself fall behind or to the rear by 
making no effort to keep ahead or to the front. 

1823 Crabb Technol. Diet Drop astern, [used] to denote 
the retrograde motion of a ship. 1834 Med win Angler in 
Wales II. 117 Toby then dropped to the hind part of Tickler 
. .and some thought passed the winning post before Idris. 
1847 Infantry Man. (1854) 86 The officers drop to the rear. 
1867 Smyth Sailor's Word-bk., Drop astern, to, to slacken a 
ship’s way, so as to suffer another one to pass beyond her. 

9. To come or go casually, unexpectedly, or in an 
apparently undesigned manner {into a place, across , 
on, upon any person or thing casually met with) ; 
to fall upon. See also drop in, 27. 

<21633 Austin Medit. (1635) 73^ Not dropping into Towne, 
(like men, that follow their private affaires, and no body 
lookes after them) : but, they make their entrance in a pub- 
like manner. 1709 Steele Taller No, 47 F 5, 1 looked into 
Shakespear. The Tragedy I dropped into was, Harry the 
Fourth. 1853 Bright Sp. India 3 June, The gentlemen 
who drop down there for six. .months. 1862 Mrs H. Wood 
Mrs. Hallib. 1. Hi, He ’s sure to drop across somebody that 
..wants it. 1877 Mrs. Forrester Mignonl. xx We shall 
probably drop upon a stray couple of lovers. 1879 Farrar 
St. Paul II. 584 note. When the Church grew, and heathens 
dropped not unfrequently into its meetings. 

10. To come down upon with a surprise, a check, 
or forcible reproof ; to ‘ pitch into \ colloq. 

1852 Dickens Bleak Ho. xxiv. 217 (Farmer) He’s welcome 
to drop into me, right and left. 1877 Five Years' Penal 
Serv. iv. 268 (Farmer) Do the police ever drop upon the 
parties and frustrate their plans? 3:894 Wilkins & Vivian 
Green Bay Tree I. 48 The poor Pigeon will get dropped on. 

II. Transitive senses. 

11. To let fall or shed (liquid) in drops or small 
portions ; to distil ; to shed (tears). Also 

a 1340 Hampole Psalter Prol., f>ai drope swetnes in 
mannys saule. 1387 Trevisa Higden (Rolls 1 I. 101 Herbes 
groweb heron ]?at droppe]? gom. a 1400-50 A lexander 3801 
A litill drysnyng of dewe was droppid fra ]>e heuen. 1548 
Udall, etc. Erasm. Par. Matt. iii.(R.), That the thyng . . 
be stilled, & as it wer dropped into the beartes of men. 
<21626 Bp.Andrewes Serm. 11641) 429 If these eyes of lob 
have droppen many a teare. 1743 Compl. Earn. -Piece 1. 
i 14 Drop in it thirty or forty of Jones’s Drops. 

absol. 1393 Gower Con/. III. 36 Sende Lazar, .that he his 
finger wete In water, so that he maie droppe Upon my 
tonge. 1388 Shaks. Tit. A, in. i. 19 In summers drought 
lie drop vpon thee still. 

12. To sprinkle with or as with drops ; to be- 
drop ; to spot ; to dot with spots of colour, arch. 

£•1430 Pilgr. Lyf Manhode 1. ci. (1869) 55 The scrippe 
thus dropped with this blood. £1430 Stans Puer 57 in 
Babees Bk. (1868) 31 Droppe not pi Brest with seew & o’per 
potage. 1548 Hall Chron., Hen. IV, 12 The flancardes 
droped and gutted with red. 1667 Milton P. L. vii. 406 
Their wav’d coats dropt with Gold, c 1820$. Rogers Italy 
(1839) 253 Fish Innumerable dropt with crimson and gold. 

13. To let fall (like a drop or drops). Also fig. 

c 1315 [see Dropping vbl. sb. 2]. a 1400-50 A lexander 

1363 pe kyng . . Devynez deply on days, dropes mony willes. 
1530 Palsgr. 530/1, I droppe a wyle, as a crafty man 
dothe, j affine , . Let me alone with hym, I shall droppe 
a wyle to begyle him. 1588 Shaks. Tit. A. 11. iv. 50 lie 
would haue dropt his knife and fell asleepe. 1600 — A. 
Y. L. hi. ii. 250 It may wel be cal’d Ioues tree, when it 
droppes forth fruite. 1697 Dryden Virg. Past. vi. 24 His 
rosie Wreath was dropt not long before. 1830 Tennyson 
Poems 149 Furl the sail ! drop the oar ! Leap ashore ! 1837 
Whewell Hist. Induct . Sc. (1857) II. 43 Bodies . . dropt 
from an elevated object. 

b. To drop anchor : to let the anchor down, to 
cast anchor. See Anchor sb. 1 6 c. Also absol. 

1634 Sir T. Herbert Trav. 27 Tyding up with streame- 
Anchors, each sixe houres Weighing and dropping. 1682 
Pepys Diary VI. 143 Dropped presently her anchor, and is 
. . come safe in harbour. 1772 Ann. Reg. 151/1 Soon after 
the Venus had dropped, the master of the ceremonies and 
the captain . . were sent on board. 1890 H. M. Stanley In 
darkest Africa I. 373 The steamer dropped anchor in the 
bay let of Nyamsassi. .. ■ 

M, To let fall in birth ; to give birth to (young) ; 
to lay (an egg). The usual word in reference to 
sheep. Also absol. 

1662 Pepys Diary 22 June, A Portugal! lady, .that hath 
dropped a child already since the Queen’s coming. ^1709 
Prior 2nd Hymn Callimachus 64 Ewes, that erst brought 
forth but single lambs, Now dropp’d their twofold burthens, 
X749 F. Smith Voy. Disc.ll. 17 The Does passing to theSouth- 
ward to Fawn or drop their Young, x8x6 Keatinge Trav. 
(1817) II. App. 263 At the time the ewes drop. Ibid. II. xx 
Mares drop theirfoals in January. 1834 R. Mudie Feathered 
Tribes (1841) I. 46 The eggs are not . . dropped till toward 
the end of May. 

15. To let fall (words, a hint, etc.) ; to utter 
casually or by the way. Also with obj. clause. 

x 6 xx Bible Amos vii. 16 Prophecie not against Israel, and 
drop not thy word against the house of Isaac. x668 Cul- 


pepper & Cole Barthol. Anat. Man. iv. i. 337 Both these 
Authors can somtimesdrop leasings. 1706 Hearne Collect 
23 Jan., Keile dropt. .by chance, yt my Ld. Pembroke was 
inform’d. 1772 H. Walpole Last Jrnts. (1859) I* 15 She 
never dropped a syllable which intimated her expecting 
death. x88B Burgon Lives 12 Gd. Men II. x. 268 Quoting 
short Latin sayings, without dropping a hint as to their 
authorship. 

b. To let (a letter or note) fall into the letter- 
box ; hence, to send (a note, etc.) in a casual or 
informal way. 

1777 J. Q. Adams in Fam. Lett. (1876) 234 I will drop 
a line as often as I can. Mod. \ ou might drop him a note 
to that effect. 

16. slang. To give, lose, or part with (monev). 

1676 Wycherley PI. Dealer m. i. After a tedious fretting 

and wrangling, they drop away all their money on both 
sides. xSxa J. H. Vaux Flash Diet, s.v.. He dropp’d me 
a quid, he gave me a guinea. 1849 Thackeray Pendennis 
xliii. (Farmer), We played hazard. .And 1 dropped all the 
money I had from you in the morning. 1876 Besant & 
Rice Gold. Butterfly xxxi, Tommy is dropping pretty heavily 
[at ecarte']. 1893 Lady Bup.ton Life Sir R. Burton 1 . 590 
He was afraid he would drop several thousand pounds. 

17. To drop a curtsy : to make a curtsy by 
lowering the body ; so, to drop a nod. 

1694, etc. [see Curtsy sb. 3]. x88o G. Meredith Trag. 
Com. (1881) 280 Tresten dropped a nod. 

18. To bring or throw to the ground by a blow 
or shot ; to fell with a blow, * floor’. 

1726 Adv. Capt . R. Boyle 199, I .. dispatch’d two of ’em 
immediately, and I had made a shift to drop a third. x8xa 
Sporting Mag. XXXIX. 243 The coachman dropped his 
man the first round. 1813 J. Q. Adams IVks, (18561 X, 
54 The wood-cutter, .was puzzled to find a tree to drop. 
1834 M Edwin Angler in Wales II. 151, I . .planted my fist 
. . under his jaw-bone, and dropped him at once. 1872 
H. M. Stanley How 1 found Livingstone (1890) 460, I 
. .fired at it ; but. .did not succeed in dropping it. 

19. To deposit from a ship or vehicle; to set 
down ; also, to leave (a packet) at a person’s house. 

1796 Nelson 4 Aug. in Nicolas Disp. II. 233 So soon as 
he has dropped the Convoy at Naples, be will proceed on 
his voyage. 1856 Kane Arct. Expl. II. xxix. 296 [He] 
promised to drop us at the Shetland Islands. 1859 Mrs. 
Carlyle Lett. II. 3955 1 will drop this at your door in 

? assing for my drive. x8y8 S. Walpole Hist. Eng. II. 551 
le would . . stop his coach to drop a friend at his own door. 

20. To omit (a letter or syllable) in pronuncia- 
tion or writing. 

1864 Tennyson Sea-dreams 192 Dropping the too rough 
H in Hell and Heaven. 1871 Roby Lat. Gram. 1. viii. 49 
The preposition prod always drops the d in composition 
except before a vowel. 1872 O. W. Holmes Poet Breakf.-t. 
ii. 1x885) 36 He does not drop his k's. 1883 S. C. Hall 
Retrospect II. 191 The son of a celebrated clown, Gomery, 
who had dropped the aristocratic syllable Mont. 

21. To let droop or hang down. 

1842 L. Hunt Palfrey 1. 149 , 1 blush, dear uncle ; I drop 
mine eye-lids. 1894 Rlackmore Perlycross 51 The fair 
Tamar dropped her eyes, and hung her head. 

22. a. To let move gently with the tide. b. To 
drop astern : to leave in the rear. 

1805 W. Hunter in Naval Chron. XIII. 24 Admiral H. 
..ordered me to drop the Cutter up-abreast of Common 
Hard. X867 Smyth Sailor's Word-bk ., Drop astern , to. . 
distancing a competitor. 1887 Daily Tel. xo Sept. 2/5 A 
couple of. .catboats. .were dropped astern at a great rate. 

23. To lower (the voice) in pitch or loudness.^ 

x86o Mrs. Gaskell Right at Last , He dropped his voice. 

24. Football. To obtain (a goal) by a drop-kick. 

1882 Standard 20 Nov. 2/8 B. then dropped another goal 

25. To cease to keep up, or have to do with ; to 
have d one with ; to leave off or let alone ; to 
break off acquaintance or association with. Drop 
it ! ( colloq . or slang) Have done ! leave off! 

1605 Shaks. Mach. m. i. 122 Certaine friends . . Whose 
loaes I may not drop. 1700 T. Brown tr . Fresny's Amusem. 
Ser. $ Com. 75 Let us drop that Matter. 1700 Roderick 
in Ballard MSS. 23. 23 The . . bill is Jikely to be dropt. 
xyxx Addison Sped. No. 89 T x She will drop him in his 
old Age, if she can find her Account in another. 1767 
Wesley Jml. 20 Nov., I save at least ejghtpenpe by drop- 
ping tea in the afternoon. 1872 Public Opinion 24 Feb. 
241 He looked at me angrily, and briefly answered, ‘ drop 
it’. 1873 Black Pr. Thule xxiv. 403 So the subject was 
discreetly dropped. 1882 Blunt Ref. Ch. Eng. II. 88 A 
custom which had once been universal, and bad never been 
entirely dropped. 1889 Froude Ch. o/Dunboy xxvii, ‘ Drop 
that . . or . . 1 will drive a bullet through the brain of you. 

III. With adverbs. 

20. Drop away. intr. To fall away drop by 
drop, or one by one. 

x6ox R. Johnson Kingd. 4 ' Commit). (1603) x8 Then 
began they to drop away one by one, leaving the camp 
so disordered. 1720 Db Foe Capt. Singleton xix. (1840) 
324 The men might drop away, and. .betray all the. rest, 
1882 Lecky Eng. in lBth C. IV. xv. 252 If the war continued 
much longer, America would almost certainly drop away. 

27. Drop in, intr. a. See simple senses and 
In adv. b. To come in unintentionally ; to come 
in or call unexpectedly or casually ; to pay a 
casual visit. 

c 1600 Shaks. Sonn. xc, Join with the spite of fortune, 
make me bow, And do not drop in for an after-loss. 1667 
Pepys Diary 28 Oct., Mr. Pierce, the surgeon, dropped m. 
1754 Richardson Grandison (1781)1. i. 2 He dropt in upon 
us as we were going to dinner. 1850 W. Irving Goldsmith 
xiii. 166 Many dropped in uninvited. 1887 Jessopp Arcady 
ii. 34 The younger neighbours drop in to have a talk, 
c. To come in one by one or at intervals. 

X697 Dampier Voy. I. viii. 219 These, .came dropping in one 
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w two at a time, a? they were able.. 1879 Froude Cmar 
xxiv. 417 The other legions dropped in slowly. 

d. To fall casually into one’s hands or disposal, 
to become vacant. 

1770 Mrs. J. Harris in Priv. Lett . Ld. Malmesbury i 1870) 
1. 189 Till a larger patent place in the West Indies, .drops in. 

* e. To meet casually with, to fall in with . 
jgo2 Mrs. E. Parsons Mysterious Visit IV. 217 The 
party Lord Lymington accidentally dropped in with. 

23 . Drop oif. intr. a. See simple senses and 
Off adv. b. To withdraw or retire one by one, 
or by degrees. 

1709 Steele Tatter No. 149 f 2, I.. found the {others]., 
drop off designedly to leave me alone with the eldest 
Daughter. 1824 Byron Juan xvi. viii, The banqueteers had 
dropp’d off one by one. 1890 Century Mag. Nov. 112/1 
The membership of the Society began dropping off. 

e. To fall asleep. 

1820 B’nkss Bunsen in Hare Life (1879) 1* v * *59 He put 
his arms round his own mother’s neck.. and dropped off. 
x8St Dickens Gt. Expect, xiii, Whenever they saw me 
dropping off, [they] woke me up. 

d. To die ; = 5 b. 

1699 J. Jackson in Pepys' Diary VI. 213 Pie is.. ex- 
tremely ill, and could not do a greater service to strangers 
than to drop off at this juncture. 1771 Foote Maid of B. 
in. Wks. 1799 II. 230 He dropped off in six months. 1884 
G. Allen Pkilisti'a lb 56 lie , . would probably drop off 
quietly with suppressed gout. 

e. To become less frequent or assiduous in. 

1827 Examiner 684/1 The defendant began to drop off in 

his visits. 

29 . Drop short, intr. a. To fall short ; usually 
with of to fail to reach or obtain. (In quot. <*1726, 
to drop simply, in same sense.) 

x683 Bunyan Heavenly Footm. (1886^ 143 Many eminent 
professors drop short of a welcome from God into this 
pleasant place, a 1720 Collier (J.), Often it drops or over- 
shoots by the disproportions of distance or application. 
c 1850 Rudim, Navig. (Weale) 152 A strake which drops 
short of the stem. 

b. colloq. or slang. To die. 

18x6 Sporting Mag. XXII. 327 One of these days he 
must drop short. 

Drop-, the verb-stem used in Comb . a. attrib . 
with sb., in the sense ( dropping ‘ used in drop- 
ping’, 4 arranged so as to drop’, forming sub- 
stantives or adjectives ; as drop-ladder, -leap, -ring, 
-shade, -stile, -wave ; drop-arch, (see quot.) ; 
drop -bar (a) one of the vertical bars connecting 
the chain and the roadway in a suspension bridge ; 
(b) (Printing), a bar or roller for running the 
sheet into the machine ; drop-bottom (see quots.); 
drop-box, in figure- weaving looms, the shuttle- 
box containing shuttles carrying wefts of various 
colours *, drop-curls (dial.), dropping curls, ring- 
lets; drop-curtain = Drop sb. 16 ; drop-drill, 
a drill which sows seed and manure together; 
drop-flue a., of a boiler, in which the flues drop or 
descend ; drop-fly (Angling), see quot. ( — Drop- 
per 3) ; drop-glass, a dropping tube or pipette 
used for dropping liquid into the eye or other part ; 
drop-hammer = drop-press; drop -handle a., 
applied to a form of needle-telegraph instrument 
which is operated by a handle directed downward ; 
drop-keel, a movable keel which can be lowered 
below the bottom of a boat; a centre-board ; 
drop-lamp, drop-light ( 17 . S.), a portable gas- 
burner, connected with the gas-fittings by a flexible 
tube, usually in the form of a lamp, which can stand 
on a table; cf. Drop*/;. 18, quot. 1864; drop-line 
— Drop sb. 22 ; drop-press, drop-repeat (see 
quots.) ; drop-roller = drop-bar b ; drop-shutter, 
a device for securing very brief exposure in instan- 
taneous photography ; see quot. ; drop-table (see 
quot.). b. In verbal comb, with object, as + drop- 
piss, strangury ; drop-seed, a grass that readily 
drops its seed, spec. Muhlenbergia diffusa (Treas. 
Bot. 1866). c. In adverbial combination with an 
adj., as drop-ripe a., so ripe as to be ready to 
drop from the tree ; alsoyfy. 

1848 Rickman Archit. 50 *Drop arches ..have a radius 
shorter than the breadth of the arch. 1853 Sir H. Douglas 
Milit. Bridges (ed. 3) 375 The *drop bars are rods of iron. . 
which fall through the joints of the main chains. 1887 Cloives 
Printing Mach, in Proc. Inst. Civil Eng. LXXXIX. 111, The 
dropbar feeding arrangement . . a revolving steel bar, on 
which are fastened two disks , .which can by means of screws 
be shifted to any position ..."to suit the sheet to be printed. 
1794 W. Felton Carriages (1801) II. Gloss., * Drop Bottom, 
the bottom of a coach, chariot, or chaise body, when sunk 
deeper than the surface of the framing, to give more room. 
*835 Ure Philos. Manuf. 44 It raises the coals., and 
delivers them on an elevated railway platform into a wag- 
gon-through the drop-bottom of which they are duly 
distributed among the range of hoppers attached to Stanley’s 
ingenious furnace-feeding machines, i860 A 11 Year R ound 
No. 53. 63 Robert Kay . .invented the ^drop-box, by means 
of which three spindles of different coloured wefts could be 
used successively. 1880 IV. Cornwall Gloss., * Drop-curls, 
ringlets.^ 1832 Examiner 85/1 There is a new *drop-curtain, 
painted in crimson. 1857 Dickens Lett. 17 Aug., In order 
that the piece may be played through without having the 
drop curtain down. 1847 Raynbird in Jml. R. Agric. 
Soc. VIII. r. 215 Using a ^drop-drill. 1874 Knight Diet. 
Mech., * Drop-flue Boiler.. the object being to cause [the 


heat] to leave the boiler at the lower part, where the feed- 
water is introduced. 1870 Blaine Encycl. Rur. Sports 
§ 2969 When more than one fly is used in fly-fishing, the 
additional one is called a *dr op-fly, and by some a bob . . 
As these flies drop or hang down from the line, so they 
gain their name of drop-flies. 1876 Preece, etc. Telegraphy 
1 48 There are two forms of the single needle instrument 
in use, viz. the -drop-handle and the pedal or tapper form. 
1896 IVestm. Gas. 12 May 2/1 To steady the boat still 
further, it carries a water ballast, or a *drop-keei. 1895 
Ibid. 28 Sept. 2/1 The ^drop-ladder was all burnt now, an’ 
the flames pouring out of the trapdoor. 18.. Mrs. Spof- 
ford Piiot's Wife , When dark came we would light the 
^drop-lamp. 1886 Burton Arab. Nts.I . 5 [He] sprang with 
a ^drop-leap from one of the trees. 1874 Knight Diet. 
Mech . , * Drop-light , 1890 Century Mag. Mar. 764/ 1 Read- 
ing a calf-bound volume at a drop-light. 1882 Cussans 
tlandbk. Her. xxi. 282 It frequently happens when Pedi- 
grees are printed, that space forbids such an arrangement, 
and that *drop-lines are obliged to be used. . .The drop-line 
. .shows that Margaret is sister to John and William. 1578 
Lyte Dodoens 1. xxviii. 41 The roote [of Drop wort] boyled 
in wine and dronken is good against the *Droppisse, or 
Strangury. 1864 Webster, * Drop-press, a machine for em- 
bossing, punching, etc., consisting of a weight guided verti- 
cally, to be raised by a cord and pulley worked by the foot, 
and to drop on an anvil; called also drop-hammer, or 
simply a drop. 1888 W. Crane Arts <$• Crafts Catal. 42 
One way of concealing the joints of the repeat of the 
pattern is by.. a ^drop-repeat, so that, in hanging, the 
paper-hanger, instead of placing each repeat of pattern 
side by side, is enabled to join the pattern at a point its 
own depth below, which, .arranges the chief features or 
masses on an alternating plan. 1883 Standard 28 Mar. 
5/2 Thence it [bearing-rein] passes through the ^drop-ring. 
1724 Wodrow Corr. 1843) III. 152 He was *drop-ripe for 
heaven. 1829 Cunningham in Anniversary 6 Lips like 
drop-ripe cherries cleft. 1887 Scribner's Mag. I. 632/1 
The ^drop-shades were of thick light-blue paper. 1890 
Abney Treat. Photogr. (ed. 6) 235 The principle of a *dr op- 
shutter is the passing of an elongated aperture, cut in a 
board, over the front of the lens. 1791 W. J essop Rep. 
River Wit ham 14 Gates and *Drop-stiles in the cross 
Fences. 1864 Webster, * Drop-table, a machine for lower- 
ing weights, and especially for removing the wheels of 
locomotives. 1879 J. M. Duncan Led. Dis. Women xxxiii. 
276 There may be on one side no. .rhythmic *drop-wave. 

Ii Dropax (drff-fpseks). ? Obs. Also 7 dropace. 
[mod.L., a. Gr. 5 po>Tra£ pitch-plaster, f. fipeir-eiv to 
pluck. In F. dropace, Cotgr.] A pitch plaster, a 
depilatory. Hence Dro-pacism, -ist (see quots.). 

1621 Burton Anat. Mel. 11, v. in. i. (1651) 401 Piso [pre- 
scribes] Dropaces of pitch, and oile of Rue,applyed at certain 
times to the stomach, to the metaphrene. 1636 Blount 
Glossogr ., Dropacist, one that pulls off hair, and makes 
the body bare . 1678 Salmon Land. Disp. 774/1 A Dropace 
..is made of Pitch mixt with Oyl. 1706 Phillips, Dropax , 
or Dropacismus . .of Pitch and Oil. 1721 Bailey, Dr op deism 
..an Ointment for anointing the Members of the Body. 
1883 Syd. Soc . Lex., Dropax, Dropacism (old terms). 
Brop-bolt. [In sense 1 , f. the stem of Drop v . ; 
in sense 2, f. Drop 

1 . A bolt constructed so as to drop into a socket. 

1786 Miss A. Seward Lett. I. 225, 1 lifted the drop-bolt. 

2 . The bolt of the drop on a gallows. 

1890 R. Kipling Phantom Rickshaw (ed, 3) 9 As a con- 
demned criminal might speak ere the drop-bofts are drawn. 

Dropcy, dropeey, -sy, obs. ff. Dropsy. 

+ Bropic, a. Obs. rwe. [Aphetie f, hydropic , 
edropic: cf. Dropsy.] Affected with dropsy. 

c 1423 Found. St. Bartholomew' s 29 A Certeyne dropik 
man that bare his surname of the happe of this siknes. 

Drop-Mck. Football. [f.DRop- + Kick^.J (See 
quot, 1 896.) So Drop-lacking vbl. sb. 

1857 Hughes 'Tom Brawn 1. v, Vigorous efforts to ac- 
complish a drop-kick. 1880 [see Dribble v. 4]. 1882 Field 
28 Jan., The drop out was well returned, and some good 
drop-kicking took place. 1896 Laws of Football 2 A Drop- 
kick is made by letting the ball fall from the hands, and 
kicking it the very instant it rises. 

BrO’pless, a. rare, [-less.] Free from drops. 

1798 Coleridge Picture 40 Ye that now cool her fleece 
with dropless damp. 

BrO'plet. [-let.] A minute drop. 

1607 Shaks. Timm v. iv. 76 Our humane griefes. .those 
our droplets, which From niggard Nature fall. 1788 Trifler 
xxv. 323 They are also to be. .taken internally by droplets. 
1878 Huxley Physiogr . 45 When these droplets run together, 
they produce drops too heavy for suspension. 

Drop-letter. U. S. A letter posted in. any 
place merely for local delivery (formerly called 
box-letter ) ; a * local ’ letter* 

Originally applied to letters sent from a distant place by 
some other mode of conveyance^ and ‘ dropped’ into the 
post office box at the place of destination for delivery there. 

[1841 Rep. Postmaster-General (U. S.) 452 Letters have 
frequently been dropped into this [Philadelphia] office, from 
Boston, New York [etc.], for deliverance by our carriers.] 
1S44 Ibid. 688 ‘Drop-letters' .. This is a class of letters 
which are usually sent from one place to another by private 
conveyance, and are ‘dropped’ or deposited in the post- 
office for delivery. 1843 (Mar. 3) ; U. S. S tatutes at Large 
V. 733 Drop letters, or letters placed in any post-office, not 
for transmission by mail, but for delivery only. [The term 
drop matter is common in American post offices, meaning 
matter for local delivery, without passing from one post- 
office to another. ] 

+ Bro'pling. Obs. [-ltng.] A little drop. 

1603 Sylvester Quadrains of Pibrac xiii, A dropling of 
th’ Etemall Fount. 1782 Elphinston tr. Martial in. lxxxii. 
170 His guests to accept a few droplings he asks. 

t Drcrp-meal, adv. Obs. [OE. drop-mklum, 

f. Drop sb . : see -meal.] In drops, drop by drop. 

c 1000 ^Elfric Hom. l. 508 Yrn]? dropmaelum swi&e hluttor 


wseter. a 1223 Ancr, R. 282 In hire he heldecS nout one 
dropemele, auh 300 teS vlowinde wellen of his grace. 1398 
Trevisa Barth. De P. R, xi. vii. (1495) 393 Rayne fallyth 
..thenne and thenne and dropmele. 1647 Trapp Comm. 
Acts xii. 8 As the cloud dissolves drop-meal upon the earth, 
b. Often with by : — prec. Hence as sb. 

5561 T. Norton Calvin’s Inst. 1. 1 These good things 
that are as by dropmeale poured into vs from heauen. 
1577 Harrison England nu viii. (1878) ». 58 To them that 
make their water by dropmeales. 1601 Holland Pliny 
II. 40 Physicians vse to instill the juice of the Radish by 
drop-meale into the eares. *607 Topsell Four-f. Beasts 
(1658) 440 Which . .cannot void his water but by drops-meaL 

Dropped, dropt idr^pt), ppl. a. [f. Drop v.] 

1 . Fallen, lowered ; allowed to drop or fall. 

1600 Shaks. A. Y. L. hi. ii. 248 Vnder a tree like a drop'd 
Acorne. 1797 Mrs. A. M. Bennett Beggar Girl (1813) 
V. 235 With distended eyes, dropped jaws, and shaking 
limbs. 1811 Byron Hints from Bor. 314 Till the dropped 
curtain gives a glad release. 1844 Mrs. Browning Drama 
of Exile Poems 1850 I. 62 With dropt looks. 1893 Times 
16 Dec. 9/5 _ Lead paralysis with its special feature of 
‘ dropped wrist or paralysis of the muscles of the arm. 
1896 Durham Univ. Jml . 29 Feb. 46 Winners . . by 1 
dropped goal [i. e. obtained by a drop-kick]. 

b. Of eggs: Fried or poached, 4 dropped into 
the frying pan * (Jam.). 

1824 Scott Redgauntlet eh. x, A roasted chucky and 
a drappit egg. 1884 Mary E. Wilkins in Harper's Mag. 
July 306/2 Martha was. .eating her toast and a dropped egg. 

i* 2 . Marked with spots or specks. Obs. 

x6xi Cotgr., Genet, fan Icon gonet, whose feathers are ill 
marked, mailed, or coloured.. a dropt Hawke. 

3 . Abandoned, allowed to lapse. 

1886 Froude Oceana 16, I resumed my dropped intention. 

4 . Comb., as dropped- eared. 

2688 Lond. Gaz. No. 2308/4 A Sorrel Mare, dropt Ear'd. 

t Broppell. Obs. rare. [a. MLG. and MDu. 
droppel, Ger. tropfel small drop.] In droppell- 
piss, -pysse, strangury. 

1527 Andrew Brunsxvyke' s Disfyll. Waters B iij b. Good 
for the Strangury or droppell pysse named Stranguria. 

Dropper 'dr^'pa.i). [f. Drop v . + -hr b] 

1 . One who drops or lets fall in drops ; in quot, 
1 700 * distiller (slang), b. One who drops seeds 
into the holes made by a dibbler. 

a 1700 B. E. Diet. Cant. Crew, Rum-dropper , a Vintner. 
2768-74 Tucker Lt. Nat. (1852) II. 415 The greatest 
droppers of beads were often the worst men. 2770-4 A. 
Hunter Georg. Ess. (1804) II. 356 An active dibbler,. with 
three droppers at seven-pence per day. 1789 Trans. Soc, 
Arts ied. 2) II. 45 With two dibbers and seven droppers. 

2. A dog that drops down when it sights game ; 
a setter. C£ Drop v . 4 b. 

3 . Angling. An artificial fly adjusted to a leader 
above the stretcher fly. Also drop-fly , dropper-fly. 

1746 Bowlker Angling (x 833)112 The first dropper about 
a yard from the leading fly ; the second dropper about 
eighteen inches above the first. 1875 ‘ Stonehenge ’ Brit, 
Sports 1. v. iv. §3. 350 If more than two droppers are used, 
the single gut length is increased to eight feet, 

4. Bropper-m ; one who drops in or pays a 
casual visit. 

1803 Ann. Rev. III. 58 The laundress is a costly dropper 
in. . 2823 New Monthly Mag. XVI. 264 Endless, purposeless 
visitants ; droppers in, as they are called. 

5. a. A pendant ; cf. Drop sb. 10 a. b. A glass 
tube with an india-rubber top on one end, and a 
small opening at the other, for dropping liquid, c. 
A contrivance in some reaping-machines for deposit- 
ing the cut grain in gavels on the ground ; also the 
machine itself, d. Mining. (See quot. 1864.) 

c 2823 Hotels ton Juv. Tracts No. 18 l mag. Troubles 4 
She had.. a ring on her finger, and long droppers in her 
ears. 1864 Webster, Dropper (Mining), a branch vein 
which drops off from, or leaves, the main lode. 2869 R. R. 
Smyth Goldfields of Victoria 609 Dropper, a spur drop- 
ping into the lode. A feeder. 1874 Knight Diet. Meek. 
I. 754/2 Simultaneously with the bringing into action of the 
dropper, a cut-off is brought down to arrest the falling grain 
till the platform is reinstated. 18S6 Set Amer. LV. 373/3 
Grain . . cut with a ‘ dropper ’ora self-raking reaper. 1889 
Anthony's Photogr. Bull. II. 12 The dropper is filled with 
alkali solution from the wide-mouthed bottle. 

6. Comb., as dropper-fly = 3. 

1834 Medvvin Angler in Wales II..TX3 Select.. a small 
gentle, and apply it at the end of his dropper fly, 2875 
‘Stonehenge’ Brit. Sports l v. iv. § 3. 350 Take a few 
turns round the dropper-gut to make all secure. 

Dropping (dr^-pir)) , vbl. sb. [f, D rop v . 4 
-ing ] .J The action of the vb. Drop. 

1 . The action of falling or letting fall in drops. 

c 1000 Ags. Ps. (ThuYlxiv. 11 purh dropunge deawes and 
renes. C1386 Chaucer Melib. r 120 Thre thynges dryuen 
a man out of his hous, that is to seyn Smoke, droppyng of 
Reyn, and wilcked wyues. 1330 Palsgr. 215/2 Droppyng 
of lycour, distillation . 1607 Topsell Serpents (1658) 789 
The watering or dropping of the Eyes. 1611 Bible Prov. 
xxvii. 25 A continual dropping in a very rainy day and a 
contentious woman are alike, i860 Pusey Min. Propk. 
308 Forbidding God’s word as a wearisome dropping, 
b. See quot. 

1823 Crabb TecImol.Dict., Drop ping (Vet A, a name given 
to that disease in a cow, which is analogous to the puer- 
peral fever in women. 

2 . The action of falling or descending vertically ; 
also, of letting anything fail. 

£■2:315 Shoreham 17 So habbeth. . Crystnynge, Her signe, 
droppynge Jn the water. 1599 H. Buttes Dyet's arie 
Dinner D iv, Plantes . . that are subject . . to his leaves- 
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dropping. 1874 Johns Brit. Birds 180 It begins to descend 
. . by a series of droppings with intervals of simple hovering, 

• 8. The action of discontinuing- or abandoning. 

1813 Examiner 10 May 300/1 The dropping of such a 
■work.. would be a loss to the country. 1839 J. Cunningham 
Ch. Hist. Scot. II, x. 409 A dropping of the method of 
queries in processes of error. 

4 . Falling, dropping off, dying. 

1768 Wotnan of Honor III. 240 By the unexpected drop- 
ping of two elder brothers, he is. . come to an estate. 

5 . concr. That which drops or falls in drops, as 
rain, melting wax, etc. ; the fat that drops from 
roasting meat, dripping. (In quot 1398 = rheum.) 

1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. in. xix. (1495) 66 They that 
haue droppyng and rewme fallyng to the brest. c 1430 
Pilgr. Lyf Manhode iii, Ixi.(i869) 172 This kowuele i haue 
set vnder for to take the droppinges. 1583 T. Washington 
tr. Nicholas's Voy. 11. vi. 36 The Mastic is the teare or 
droppings of the Lentiscus. 1663 Gf.rbier Counsel it The 
Rain and Droppings of the Thatch. 1837 Whittock 
Compl. Bk. Trades (1842) 348 Rape oil, which obtains the 
term 1 droppings \ 1S61 T. A. Trollope La Beat a II. xiv. 
124 Collecting the droppings from the great wax candles. 

0 . Dung of animals. (Now only//.) 

1596 Haringtqn Metam. Ajax D xv. Do you not. .tell of 
springing a pheasant and a partridge, and find them out 
by their dropping? 1846 J. Baxter Libr. Pract. Agric. 
(ed. 4) II. 80 Fresh droppings from the stables. 1890 Pall 
Mall G. 29 Sept. 5/1 The only combustible we had was the 
droppings of the wild yaks. 

+ 7 . The eaves from which water drops. Obs. 

*397 Gerarde Herbal n. xlvii. § 2. 262, I founde it 
vnder the dropping of the bishops house at Rochester. 
c 1710 C. B'iennes Diary (i 388 ) 181 The meeteing house. . 
being under the Dropings of ye Cathedrall. 

8, attrib. and Comb., as dropping-bottle (see 
quot 1864) 5 t dropping-meal adv. = Drop-meal ; 
4 dropping-pan = Dripping-pan; dropping-tube 
(see quot.) ; dropping- well, a well formed by the 
dropping of water from above. 

1827 Faraday Ckem. Manip. vL 183 It is proper to have 
a smaller Mropping-bottle ready for use. 1864 Webster, 
Dropping-bottle , an instrument used to supply small quan- 
tities of a fluid to a test-tube or other vessel. 1889 Anthony's 
Photogr. Bull. 11. 427 A combined minim-measure and drop- 
ping-bottle. 1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. vn. Iv. (1495) 268 
Stranguria whan a man pissyth wyth dyffyculte*droppinge 
mele. 1463 Bury Wills (Camden) 23 A *droppyng panne. 
1672 A. Haig Inventory in J, Russell Haigs (1881) 475 A 
great fraying pan and a great droping pan. 1883 Syd. 
Soc. Lex., *Dropping tube, the tubulated stopper of the 
Dropping-bottle. 1652 J. French (title) The Yorkshire 
Spaw; or a Treatise of four famous Medicinal Wells. . the 
^Dropping, or Petrifying Well. 1830 Tennyson In Mem. 
Ixxxiii, Laburnums, dropping-wells of fire. 

Dropping* PP l - «• [*• as prec. + -ing 2 .] ■ / 

1 . Falling in drops ; distilling. 

? a 1400 Morte A rth. 4054 Derefulle dredlesse with drowp- 
pande teris. 1583 Leg. Bp. St. Andrews Pref. 71 in Satir. 
Poems Reform, xlv, Fra they gat the drapping grise they 
wanted. 1667 Milton P. L. iv. 630 Those Blossoms also, 
and those dropping Gum ms. 1790 Burns Elegy Henderson 
xi, Frae my een the drapping rams Maun ever flow. 

to. Having moisture falling off in drops, dripping. 
Of the weather : rainy, wet. 

< 2 * 4*5 Lydg. Temple of Glas 394 Oft also, aftir a dropping 
mone, The weddir clereh- 1587 Mascall Govt. Cattle , 
Oxen (1627) 13 If your cattell haue dropping Nostrils. 1648 
Gage West Jnd. xv. 105 To wipe their dropping brows. 
*775 Shaw Hist. Moray 151 (Jam.) A misty May, and a 
dropping June. 1790 A. Wilson Morning Poet. Wks. 1846 
2 From every bush and every dropping tree, 
c. quasw&fo. in dropping wet. 

*59* Sylvester Du Bartas 1. v. 201 Dropping wet.. I 
return to land Laden with spoyls. 1770 Wesley Jrnl. 16 
Apr., We. .got into a Scotch mist, and were dropping wet. 

2 . Falling vertically, falling to the ground. 

1715-20 Pope Iliad xiv. 346 The dropping head first 

tumbled to the plain. 1832 Tennyson On a Mourner 0 
The swamp, where hums the dropping snipe. 1892 Pall 
Mall G. 25 Mar. 2/1 The * warm corner * is alive with rising 
and dropping birds. 

3 . Falling detachedly, desultory, not continuous. 
1708 Lond. Gaz. No. 4467/3 The Major, .and a Captain. . 

were kill’dj the former by a dropping Shot. 1814 Scott 
Wav. xxxvi, A few dropping shots fired about the spot. 1890 
Century Mag. July 447/2 A dropping fire of musketry. 

4 . Falling in value, or in any scale. 

1894 Times 23 Apr. 13/3 Small occupiers, . were, .benefited 
by dropping prices. 

Dro;ppingly, adv. (1 prec. + -LX 2 .] In a 
dropping manner ; drop by drop ,* one by one. 

c *4 00 Lanfrands Cirurg. 278 If he makij? watir drop- 
pynh and a litil at oonys. 1611 Speed Hist. Gt. Brit. ix. 
ix. (1632) 629 They came droppingly in, and became good 
Subiects. 1844 Mrs. Browning Vision of Poets Concl. vi, 
The dew sliding droppingly From the leaf-edges. 
Dropple. rare. [Arbitrary dim. of Drop sbl] 
A little drop. 

1821 Clare ViU. Minsir. 1 . 132 The gudgeons . . Startling 
aseach nimble eye Saw the rings the dropples made. 

Droppy (drp-pi), a. Now dial. [£. Deop sb. 
+-yL] Given to dropping; dripping, rainy. 

1635 Swan Spec. M. v. § 2 (1643) 130 A bow of many 
colours ; appearing in a dewie, dark, droppie, and hollow 
cloud. 1828 •Craven Dial., Droppy , wet, rainy. 1 We’ve 
a !T ara droppy time 1834 Wilson in Blackw. Mag. 
XXX V. 789 It is dewy and droppy, and mild and misty. 

Dro*p-sceae. A term used loosely or in- 
correctly for drop or act-drop (Drop sb. 16) ; also 
for the final scene of a play or drama in real life, 
that on which the curtain drops. 
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xBi$tr.ParisChif-Chat(iBi&I. tgi In order to make a drop- 
scene. 1831 Brewster Nat. Magic vi. (1833) 146 An impres- 
sion very similar to that . . producedby the drawing upofadrop 
scene in the theatre. 1849 E. E. Napier Exairs. S. Africa 
II. 412 Such . .was the drop-scene ofhis Excellency’s memor- 
able Campaign— -the finale of his administration. 1880 G. 
Meredith Trag. Com. {1881 » 282 She was hoping that with 
Alvan’s eruption the drop-scene would fall, 
f Dro-psie, a. Obs . rare. [f. Dropsy,] * next. 
1651 Wittie tr. Primrose's Pop. Err. 11. vi. 96, I have 
seene dropsick persons whom the people have thought to be 
in a consumption. 

Dropsical (dqrpsikal), a. [f. Dropsy + -ic + 
-AL, alter hydropicali\ 

1 . Of, pertaining to, or of the nature of dropsy. 
1688 Lond. Gaz. No. 2323/1 Dangerously ill of a Drop- 
sical Distemper. 1727 Bradley Fam. Diet . s.v. Flower de 
Luce, The J uice . . evacuates dropsical water. 1807-26 S. 
Cooper First Lines Snrg. led. 5) 372 Hydrophthalmia, or a 
dropsical enlargement of the [eye]. _ 1846 G. E. Day tr. 
Simon's Anim. Chem. II. 280 Dropsical symptoms. 

2 . Affected with or subject to dropsy. 

1678 H. Sampson in Phil. T vans. 437. *725 N. Robinson 
Th, Pkysick 180 Dropsical People are generally observ’d to 
sweat much, but perspire little. 1845 Florist's Jrnl. 153 
Anasarca, a diseased condition of plants, resembling that 
of dropsical subjects. 

3 . transf. and fig. a. Swollen, enlarged, to. 
Overcharged with water. 

1721 Lett, from Mist's Jrnl. (1722'! II. 226 In dropsical 
bombast Expressions. 1831 Carlyle Misc. (1857) III. 6 In- 
flates itself into a dropsical boastfulness and vainglory. 
3845 — Cromwell (1873) I. 19 The Country to the East is 
all Fen . .and still of a very dropsical character. 1864 Lowell 
Fireside Trav. 321 Puffy with a dropsical want of proportion. 
Hence Bro psically adv. ; Dro-psicalness. 

1727 Bailey vol. 1 1 , Dropsicalness, having a dropsy. 1785 
Eugenius I. 84 He . . was somewhat dropsically disposed. 
1865 Dickens Mut. Fr. 1. iii, That stood dropsically bulging 
over the causeway. 

Dropsied (drp-psid), a. [f. Dropsy sb. + -ed 2 .] 
Having the dropsy ; swollen with or as with water ; 
watery ; inflated, turgid. 

1601 Shaks. All’s Well n. iii. 135 Where great addition 
swells, and vertue none, It is a dropsied honour, a 1631 
Drayton Noah in Farr i'. P. fas. I (1848) 119 The drop- 
sied clouds, see, your destruction threat. 1762-9 Falconer 
Sltipwr. n. 640 Our dropsied ship may founder by the lee. 
*793 W. Roberts Looker-on No. 65 III. 14 An infant with 
a dropsied head. 

t Drcrpstone. Obs. [f. Drop sb. or v. + Stone.] 
An old popular name for stalactites and stalag- 
mites, formed by the dropping of water. 

1693 Woodward Nat. Hist. Earth iv. (1723) 211 The 
common Stalactites, Lapis StiUatiiius, or Drop-stone.. 
hanging down from the Tops and Sides of Grotto’s. 1708 
7 V<*;w. XXVI. 79 Stalagmites. The Drop-stone. 1762 
tr. Busching's Syst. Geog. V. 21 1 A spacious and very humid 
cavern, with a variety of figures in it in dropstone. 
Dropsy (dqrpsi),jA(«.) Forms: 3-5 dropesie, 
4 dropecy, -sy(e, 5 dropsye, 6 dropey, 6-7 drop- 
sie, 4- dropsy, [aphetic form of ME. y dropsy, 

Hydropsy, q.v.] 

1 . A morbid condition characterized by the ac- 
cumulation of watery fluid in the serous cavities 
or the connective tissue of the body. 

c 1290 S. Eng. Leg. I. 364/10 Some fullen in-to dropesie. 
13. . Cursor M. 11829 (Cott.) Ydropsi [GStt. fropsi, Fairf, 
Trin . J?e dropesy] jbeld him sua in threat. 1388 Wyclif 
Luke xiv. 2 A man sijk in the dropesie [1382 syk in ydropesie], 
C1440 Gesta Rom. xviii. 54 (Harl. MS.) A man that hath the 
dropey. c 1491 Chast. Goddes Chyld. 21 They fall in to 
dropesie. 1538 Starkey England 1. iii. 79 In a dropey 
the body ys vnweldy, vnlusty and slo. 1667 Milton P. L . 
xi. 488 Dropsies, and Asthma’s and Joint-racking Rheums. 
2789 W. Buchan Dom. Med. (1790) 567 A dropsy of the 
brain. 1857 Bullock Cazeaux ’ Midwif. 297 Dropsy of the 
Cellular Tissue is quite a frequent occurrence. 
fig. i6ix Rich Honest. Age (1844) 37 Pampered vppe in 
.. the very dropsie of excesse. 1645 Milton Colast. Wks. 
(1851) 345 The gout and dropsy of a big margent, litter’d 
and overlaid with crude and huddl’d quotations. 

to. ‘In fish-culture , a disease of young trout.’ 
(Cent. Diet.') 

e. A disease in succulent plants, from an excess 
of water ; anasarca. 

1846 in Worcester. 1864 Webster cites Wright. 

1 2 . fig. An insatiable thirst or craving. Obs. 

3348 j. Hales in Strype Eccl. Mem. II. App. Q. 50 The 
great dropsy and the insatiable desire of riches ol some men. 
1612 Dekker / 1 be not good Wks. 1873 III. 358 Seas could 
not quench his dropsie. 1717 L. Howkl Desiderius (,ed. 3) 
41 Ambition. , will prove an insatiable Dropsy. 

3 . Comb . , as dropsy-breeding , - d?y , Hike, -sick adj s. 

1570 Levins Manip. 54/37 Dropsy sdke,kydrcj>icus. 1603 J. 
Davies Microcosm. (1876) 25 (D.) Many dropsy-drie forbears 
to drinke Because they know their ill ’twould aggravate. 
a 1618 Sylvester Memorials of Mortalitie 1. xx, As one 
dropsie-sick.. 1619 R. Harris Drunkard's Cup 14 This 
Dropsilike disease is almost incurable. 

f B. attrib. or as adj. = Dropsical Obs. 

1499 Promp. Parv. 133ft (Pynson) Dropsy man or woman, 
ydropicus. 1557 Tottell's Misc. tArb.) 137 The dropsy 
dryeth that Tantale in the flood Endureth. 1617 Hieron 
Wks. (1619-20) II. 219 Likeadropsie-man, who the more hee 
drinks, the more he desires to drinke. 1678 Yng. Mads 
Call. 80 It was their cups which. .brought the dropsie 
corpse so soon thither. 

t fr- fig- Charged with water. Obs. 

*598 Sylvester Du Bartas 11. ii. f. Ark 3 23 All th’ Earth’s 
dropsie vapours. 1683 Chalkhill Thealma CL 160 Anon 
a Dropsie cloud Puts out the Sun. 


Bro'psy v., to render swollen as with dropsy. 
ctBx 7 Fuseli in Lect. Paint, xi. (1848) 548 Golmus and 
Spranger .. dropsied the forms of vigour, or dressed the 
gewgaws of children in colossal shapes. 

t Drop vie, drop-vie, vbl. phr. Obs. [f. DRop 
v. + Vie sb. : but sometimes treated as a compound 
vb.] To drop pieces of money or the like in 
competition or rivalry, trying which can outdo 
the other ; to compete in alternate efforts, to bid 
against each other, to vie. 

1598 Florio, Rimiitare, to reuye it againe at any game 
to drop vye, to bid againe. 1399 Nash is Lenten Stuff e 19 
For numbers . . of honest housholders . . and substantiall 
graue Burgers, Yarmouth shall droppe vie with them to the 
last Edward groate they are worth. 1605 Camden Rem. 
191 When twoo Monkes were at drop-vied Bezantines. .before 
him for an Abbey. 1613-16 W. Browne Brit. Past. 1. i, He 
there would sit, and withe the well drop vie That it before 
his eyes would first run drie. 

Hence f Drop-vie sb. Obs., a competition in which 
each tries to outdo the other. 

1598 Florio, Rinuito , a reuye, a drop vye at any game. 

Br op wise (drp-pwoiz), adv. [see -wise,] In 
the manner of a drop ; drop by drop. 

1673 Phil. Trans. VIII. 6156 His urine coming from him 
drop-wise. 1859 Tennyson Vivien 272 1 cull’d the spring 
That gather’d trickling dropwise from the cleft. 

Bropwort (drp-pw£it). ^ [f. Drop sb. + Wort; 
in reference to L. name Filipendula, i.e. pendulous 
threads.] A name applied to certain plants having 
tuberous root-fibres. 

1 . Common , Field, or Mountain Dropwort, a 
plant, Spirsea Filipendula, belonging to the same 
genus as Meadowsweet, but scentless. Extended, 
with defining words, to other species of Spiicea. 

1338 Turner Libellus , Pltellandryon . . uulgus Filipen- 
dulam & Droppewort nuncupat. 1578 Lyte Dodocns 1. 
xxviii. 40 Of filipendula or Dropworte . .The rootes be 
small & blacke, whereon is hanging certaine small knops 
or blacke pellets, as in the rootes of the female Pionye, 
sailing y t they be a great deale smaller. 1863 Buckman in 
Card. Chron. 23 May 493 The Field Dropwort is a denizen 
for the most part of dry uplands on calcareous soils. 1879 
Miss Plues Rambles Wild Flowers (ed. 3) 102 The Willow- 
leaved Drop- wort (S. salic folia) is . . frequent in shrubberies. 

2 . A name for species of CEnanlhe (esp. (E.fistu- 
losd), often distinguished as Water Dropwort . 
Hemlock (Water) Dropwort \ (E . crocata. 

*597 Gerarde Herbal 901 There be divers sorts of Drop- 
woorts, some of the champion or fertill pastures ... and some 
of the water . . 3 Narrow-leaved Dropwoort. 4 Homlocke 
Dropwoort. 5 Water Dropwoort. 1747 Gentl. Mag. 566 
Four children had eaten the roots of the Oenanthe aquatica 
cicutae facie 1 hemlock -drop wort). 1833 Hooker Brit. Flora 
131 Oenanthe, Water Drop-wort, 
t Drosen. Obs. Forms: 1 drdsna (//.), 4 
drosen, 5 drowsyn. [see Dross.] Dregs. 

ciooo /Elfric Gram, xlvii. (Z.) 271 Hi druneon oS 5a 
drosna. 11. . Voc. in Wr.-Wiilcker 549 Fex , drosne. 1393 
Langl. P. PI. C. ix. 193 Drosenes and dregges drynke for 
menye beggeres. c 1475 Voc. in Wr.-Wiilcker 808 II cc 
amnrea , droivsyn. 

!l BrosKky (drp*Jki), dr o sky (drp*ski). Also 
droitzschka, drojeka, droshka, -ke, -ki, droska, 
droskeha. [ad. Russ. /tpORCKll. drozhki, dim. of 
/(porn; drogi waggon, hearse ; properly pi. of jtpora 
droga perch, or ‘reach’ of a four-wheeled vehicle. 
So Ft. droscliki, Ger. dr osc/ike.] 

A kind of vehicle : orig. and prop, a Russian low 
four-wheeled carriage without a top, consisting of a 
narrow bench on which the passengers sit astride 
or sideways, their feet resting on bars near the 
ground ; hence transferred to other vehicles in use 
elsewhere ; in some German towns the name of the 
ordinary four-wheelers or fiacres plying for hire. 

1808 Sir R. K. Porter Trav. Sk. Russ. Swed. (1813) 
I. iii. 23 A sort of hireable machine,. denominated a Dro- 
jeka. Ibid, II. xxviii. 20 The vehicle being a droshky, 
there was no other servant but the coachman. 1826 
Scott Jrnl. 25 June, [At Blair- Adam] We drove in the 
droskie and walked in the evening. 1853 Englishwoman in 
Russia 255 They were taken home by the police in drosh- 
skies. 1872 Freeman in Stephens Life (1895) II. 58 At 
Frankfurt . . to get on the Bavarian line you have to_ take a 
droschke. 1882 Strathesk Bits fr. Blinkbonny xiii. 294 
He met the drosky containing Mrs. Barrie and the children. 

attrib. 1838 J. L. Stephens Trav. Greece, etc. 71/1 The 
drosky boy. .dressed in a long Sur tout, .sits on the end. 

Drosometer (dr^-m/t9i). [mod. f. Gr, Spotros 
dew : see -meter. In F. drosomNre.\ An instru- 
ment for measuring the quantity of dew deposited. 

1825 W. Hamilton Diet. Arts, etc. (Wore.) 1866 L. P. 
Casella in W. C. Wells Ess. Dew 7 To measure the quan- 
tity of dew deposited each night, an instrument is used 
called a drosometer. 

Dross (dq?s), sb. Also : 1-6 dros, 5-7 drosse. 
[OE. dros — MLG. drds, MDu. droes dregs. A 
lengthened form, Drosen, ME. drosne , OE. drSsna , 
corresponds to OHG. truosana, MHG. truosen, 
Ger. drusen pi. husks of grapes, lees, dregs. See 
Kuhn's Zeitschr. XXXIV. 513 (1896).] 

1 . The scum, recrement, or extraneous matter 
thrown off from metals in the process of melting. 

r 1050 Voc. in Wr.-Wulcker 353 Auriculum, dros. a 1225 
After. R. 284 Gold and seoluer dense# ham of bore dros 
i#e fure. 1340 Hamtole Pr. Consc. 3339 Als gold, J?at 
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shynes clere and bright,. Whar it put in fire to fyn mare 
Yhit suit! it leve sum dros j?are. c 1440 Promp. Parv . 133/x 
Drosse of metalle, scoria m : 1598 Hakluyt Voy. I. 91 <R.) 
As hard as the drosse of iron. 1678 Phil. Trails. XI J. 
952 There swims on the Metal . . a Scuin, which they call 
Dross; much like to Sclag or Dross of Iron. 1723 De 
Foe Voy. round World (1840) 239 Separate the gold by 
fire from the dross and mixture.^ 1830 Tennyson Poems 
123 Turn.. dross to gold with glorious alchemy. 1881 Ray- 
mond A lining Gloss., Dross, the material skimmed from the 
Surface of freshly melted, not perfectly pure metal. 

■f b. Volcanic scoria. Obs. rare. 

1811 Pinkerton Petrol. II. 307 Above are great masses 
of sand, red drosses, and puzzolana. 

c. A workman’s name for protoxide of lead. 

187$ Ure’s Diet. Arts HI. 73 Fresh quantities oflkharge 

or pot dross.. are from time to time thrown in. 1879 Cas- 
sell’s Techn. Educ. IV. 81 T The first step, .is to convert the 
lead into . . protoxide, which is more usually called 1 dross ’ 
by the workmen than litharge or massicot. 

d. An alloy incidentally formed in the zinc-bath, 
by the action of the zinc on the iron pot and iron 
articles dipped. (Wahl Galvanopl. Manip. 1S84). 

2 . Dreggy, impure, or foreign matter, mixed with 
any substance, and detracting from its purity; e.g. 
the dregs or lees of oil or wine, the chaff of corn, etc. 

c 1440 Promp. Parz>. 133/1 Drosse of corne, acus, cribal- 
lum. 1394 Plat Jeweil-ko. 11. 12 You shall find a fourth 
or fifth part of drosse in the best butter. 1616 Surfl. & 
Markh. Country Far me 39 She shall reserue the drosse of 
the Grapes shee presseth. Ibid. 46 Take the drosse of oyle 
of Linseed. 1812 J. Smyth Pract. Customs (18211 379 Re- 
port what allowance ought to he made for dross and dirt on | 
the Bees-wax. 

b. A miner’s name for iron pyrites in coal ; also, 
small or waste coal, the screenings of the coalhills. 

1829 Glover Hist . Derby X 234 Many of the coal-seams 
.. have considerable quantities of brasses or drosses in them, 
which are lumps of iron pyrites. 1834 Encycl. Brit, VII. 
117/1 A heap of dross or small coal. 1872 Daily News 12 
Oct., Great black mounds of coal dross. 1892 Labour 
Commission Gloss., Dross, ‘ small coal ’ [/bid. s. v. Coal, the 
duff, slag, or waste, which arises from the sorting of the large 
coal into nuts, and which passes through the screen bars]. 
1894 Times 16 Apr. 4/3 Quietness rules in the coal trade . . 
Dross is scarce and dearer. 

c. Salt-making. 4 The refuse or marl left after 
dissolving rock-salt in water.’ Chester Gloss. 1884. 

3 . fig. from 1 and 2. (Cf. dregs, Dreg 3.) 

1526 Pilgr. Perf. (W. de W. 1531) 5 Our lorde wolde not 
that we sholde take the drosse of the Iawe of Moyses. 1677 
W. Hubbard Narrative 119 The Dregs and Lees of the 
Earth, and Drosse of Mankinde. 1745 A. Butler Lives of 
Saints (1836) 104 The seventh general persecution, per- 
mitted by God to purge away the dross of his flock. 1810 
Scott Lady of L. 11. xxii, A human tear From passion’s 
dross refined and clear. 

4 . In general: Refuse; rubbish; worthless, im- 
pure matter. 

c 1440 Promp. Parv. 133/1 Drosse, or fylthe . . qwat so it 
be, ruscum , rusculum. 159 6 Dalrymple tr. Leslie's Hist. 
Scot , ix. 200 His chambre .. with the tempest was dung in 
dros. 1632 G. Fletcher Christ's Tri. 26 So tinne for silver 
goes, and dunghill drosse for gold. 1671 Milton P. R. in, 
23 All treasures and all gain esteem as dross. 1742 Young 
Nt. Th. iv. 428 The stars, tho’ rich, what dross their gold to 
thee. 1876 Geo. Eliot Dan. Der. 1. i, He was of different 
quality from the human dross around her. 

5 . attrib. and Comb as dross heap , iron ; dross - 
full, dross-rich adjs. 

1428 in Surtees Alisc. (1888) 2 And iiij r and mo peces of fals 
drosseyren. 1398 Sylvester Du Baidas it. Ded. 14 Such 
sparks may flame. .A higher pitch, then dross-full Vanity. 
1881 W. T. Ross Poems 69 The dross-rich earthling leaves 
life’s stage. 1893 Peel Spen Valley 13 Having stood for a 
long time on the edge of a dross heap. 

Dross, v. [f. prec. sb.] 
f i. trails. Dross out : to sift out as dross. Obs. 
1641 Best Farm. Bks. (Surtees) 105 In every bushel! of 
meale. .there is very neare a pecke of chizell drossed out. 

+ 2. To render drossy or impure ; to corrupt. Obs. 
1648 Earl Westmld. Otia Sacra (1879) 69 Of full Power 
to refine the deed Our Parents Dross’d by their Corruption. 

3 . To convert (lead) into / dross ’ or protoxide. 

^ 1891 Address Brit. Assoc, in Nature 27 Aug., In ‘ dross- 
ing ’ molten lead, tlie oxidation of the lead is greatly pro- 
mpted by the presence of a trace of antimony. 

4 . To free from dross, remove dross from. 

1884 W. H. Wahl Galvanopl. Afanip. 529. (Cent. Diet.) 
f Drossard, -art. Obs. [a. mod.Du. drossaard, 
a transformation (through drossaet, drossaert , 
Kilian, 1599) of MDu. drossdte — MLG. drosstte , 
drotztte (modXG. droste , Du. drost), MHG. truht- 
skze, OHG. *truktsd^o, truhs&typ, truts&zp 
OTeut. type * druhtistktjoii L dnthti-, truhti-, 
people, company, retinue + s&tjon- one who sits ; 
hence, 4 he who sits or presides at the meals of the 
druht\ See Kluge s.v. Truchsetz, Franke s.v. 
Drossaard.'] A steward, high bailiff, prefect. 

1678 Lond. Gaz. No. 1287/3 The Drossarts and Bailiffs of 
the several places in the Country of Waes, are summoned 
to Ghent, to swear Fealty to the French King. 1685 Ibid. 
No. 1998/2 The Provost of the Court, the Drossart of Bra- 
bant, and the Mareschal-General, are commanded to have 
their Companies abroad for the executing the said Placeat. 
t Bro’SSel, dros ell. Obs. [Origin obscure ; 
cf, Drazel, Dratohell.] A sloven, a slut. 

1581 Nuce Seneca’s Octavia iv, That drosell dyre, that 
furious slut, Erin. 1602 Warner A lb. Eng. ix. xlvii. (1612) 
219 Now dvvels each Drossell in her Glasse. 1617 Minsheu 
Duct or i Panguts, .an vnweldie Drossell, nothing but guts. 


Drosser (drp’sai). Glass-making. [Corrupted 
from F. dressoir , dresser, frame, etc.J A separating 
iron frame placed between sets of tables in the 
annealing kiln. 

1836 H. Chance in Jrnl. Soc. Arts 15 Feb. (On Glass) 
Iron frames or drossers, which divide the tables into sets, 
the first drosser leaning against the wall of the kiln, the 
second against the first, and so on. 

Drossiness (drpsines). [f. Drossy a. + -ness.] 
The quality or condition of being drossy. 

1639 Rouse Heav . Univ. ix. (1702) 121 Purge thy soul 
from carnal drossiness. 2632-62 Heylin Cosmogr. iv. (1682) 

60 The Myrrha of these parts had the name of Barbara, from 
the drossiness and coarseness of it. a 1691 Boyle Wks. 

I. 275 (R.) To refine us from our earthly drossiness. 

Dro’ssless, a. [see -LESS.] Free from dross. ! 

1846 Worcester cites Stevens. 

Drossoek, var, of Dkasscck. 

Drossy (drp*si), a. [f. Dross sb. + -y.] 

1. Ot metals, etc. : Characterized by containing 
dross or scorious matter, or waste and worthless 
material ; of the nature of dross; dreggy, feculent. 

c 1420 Pallad. on Hush. x. 106 Yf thi mede is drossy, 
bareyn, olde. Let plough hit eft. 2392 Davies Immort. 
Soul Introd. xl, So doth the Fire the drossy Gold refine. 
1667 Milton P. L. v. 442 The Empiric Alchimist Can turn 
. .Metals of drossiest Ore to perfet Gold. 1737 A. Cooper 
Distiller 1. xx. (1760 83 The recrementitious or drossy Parts 
of the sugar. 1870 Morris Earthly Par. II. in. 158 As 
kingly gold To our thin brass, or drossy lead. 

2 . transf. and fig. Impure, mixed with impurities. 

1579 J. Stubbes Gaping Gulf A vij, Yet slial papistes be 

to light and to drossie to marry with vs. 1627 77 Feltham 
Resolves 1. lxx. 106 Words being rather the drossie part, 
Conceit I take to be the principal. XS54 Faber Grozvth 
in Holiness xii. (1872) 205 We find our actions to be. .only 
the drossy compound of nature and grace. 

11 Drosty. S. Africa. Also drostdy. [Du. 
drosty , drostij , f. drost bailiff: cf. Drossard.] 
The official residence of a land- drost mo longer in 
use in Cape Colony). 

1812 Miss Plumtre tr. Lichtenstein' s S. Africa I. 17 2 
The Drosty at Zwellendam was built of like materials. 
1834 Pringle Afr. Sk. ix. 296 The source of the Ghamka, 
where the drostdy, or district village of Beaufort had. been 
recently erected. 

f Drote, v. Obs. [Etymology unknown.] intr. 
To stammer, stutter. Hence t Broting- ppl. a. and 
vbl. sb. ; t Drotingly adv. ; *f Droter, a stutterer. 

c 1440 Promp. Parv. 133/2 Drotare, traulus , traula. 
Drotyn yn speche, traulo. Drotynge, traulains. Drot* 
yrigly, traule. 

Drou, drough, dr 0113 , ohs. pa. t. of Draw v. 
Drouery, var. Druery, Obs. 

Droug, drougge, obs. ft. Drug. 

Brought (draut), drouth (drau}>, Sc. dr 5 J>). 
Forms: a. 1 driisatS, -oU, 3 {Orm.) druhhpe, 4 
dru^pe, drouhpe, dro3pe, 5 droughpe, drou^th., 
6-8 drougth, 7-8 droughth.; 4-7 drouthe, 5 
drowpe, 5-8 drowth, (6 droutht), 4- drouth, 
(now dial, or arch.), j( 3 . 3-4 dru3t(e, 4 dro3t(e, 
drohut, 4-5 drou5t(e, 4-6 droght(e, drught, 

5 droughte, drowghte, drouht, drowte, 4 - 
drought. [OE. drdgad, -od, f. dr Tig- stem of 
dryge Dry, q.v. Cf. Du. droogte, f. droog dry. 
From an early period the final -th after ^ varied 
with -t (cf. highth , height OE. hiehpu), and this 
form is established in standard English, while 
drouth , drowth has continued in Sc. and northern 
dialects, and is often used by Eng. poets.] 

1. The condition or quality of being dry ; dryness, 
aridity, lack of moisture, arch. 

a. axioo Voc. in Wr.-Wulcker 317/24 Sicciias , drugaS, 
oSSe hse' 5 . c 1400 Lanfranc's Cirurg. 17 It bryngip vn- 
kindly drowse to Woundis. 1658 Evelyn Fr. Card. (1675) 
91 The drouth of the ground. 1672 Petty Pol. A nat. (1691) 
48 The Heat, Coldness, Drowth, Moisture . . of Air. 1833 
Tennyson Fatima 13 , 1 look’d athwart the burning drouth 
Of that long desert to the south, a 1846 Landor /mag. Conv. 
Ser. 1. xiii. Wks. 1846 I. 68 Grubs .. which die, the moment 
they tumble out of the nutshell and its comfortable drouth. 

/S. a 1300 Cursor M. 6363 Ne for na drught ne for na wat. 
1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. iv. iii. ( 1495) 81 Droughte 
and moysture hen contrary, c 1440 Promp. Parv. 133/2 
Drowte, sicciias. 1589 Cogan Haven Health clxi. (1636) 
154 Old doves for their . . drought and hardnesse of digestion, 
are to bee eschewed. 1643 Lightfoot Glean. Ex. (1648) 28 
Called Z/oreb, from the rocky drought of it. 1727 W. Mather 
Yng. Man’s Comp. 27 Drought, a driness, 
b. fig. (With quot. 1652 cf. Dry a. 1*.) 

1622 Mabbe tr. Aleman’s Guzman d’Alf. I. 203 The 
great drought that we suffer in our sotiles. 1642 Milton 
Apol. Srnect. Wks. 1738 I. 1x8 The since . . that feeds the 
drowth of his Text. 1652 J. Hall H eight Eloquence p. vi, 
All men naturally aim at high things, and ambitiously avoid 
the imputation of drought or weaknesse. 1872 G. Mac- 
donald Wilf. Cumb. I. xxviii. 286, 4 1 daresay*, returned 
Charley, with drought. 

2. spec. Dryness of the weather or climate ; lack 
of rain. (The current sense.) 

a. cx 200 Orm in 8625 Forrjmtt te land wass dri^edd all 
And scorrcnedd purrh ]>e drukhpe. 13.. E. E. A Hit. P. 
B. 524 Ne hete, ne no harde forst, vmbre ne dro3be. <2x449 
Pecock Rcpr. 1. xviiL xo8 In tyme of drougth. 1535 
Coverdale i Kings xv it. Contents of Ch., A greate drouth 

6 derth in Elias tyme. 1673 Temple^ Obs. United Prov. 
Wks. 1731 I. 75 There happen’d .. a mighty Drowth in the 


Beginning of the Summer. 1863 Swinburne Song in Time, 
of Revol. 22 The tender dew after drouth. 

jS. c 1250 Gen. 4 - Ex. 2348 So sal dru^te < 5 e feldes deren. 
C1386 Chaucer Pro/. 2 Whan that Aprille with hise shoures 
soote The droghte of March hath perced to the roote. 

? a 1300 At dr. Prov. in Ret. Ant. I. 323 After droght 
commyth rayne.. after rayne, Commyth drought agayne. 
1666 Deyden Ann. Mirab. cx, As in a drought the thirsty 
creatures cry And gape upon the gathered clouds for ram. 
1727-46 Thomson Summer 1446 Streams unfailing in the 
Summer’s drought. 1883 H. Drummond Nat. Law inSplr. 
W. v. (1884) 148 Subject to occasional and prolonged droughts. 
Jig. 1620 Middleton Chaste At aid v. i, A drouth of 
virtue, And dearth of all repentance. 1640 Fuller Joseph's 
Coat Serm. i. 1x8671 104 The drowth and scorching heat of 
persecution. 1877 L. Morris Epic Hades u. 82 A secret 
spring of joy, Which mocked the droughts of Fate, 
t Dry or patched land, desert. Obs. rare, 
a 1000 Ps. Lamb. 189 a, 21 (Bosw.) Bearn Israela eodon 
hurh dru^oj?e. 1671 Milton P. R. in. 274 To South the 
Persian Bay, And inaccessibly the Arabian drouth. 

4 . Thirst, arch, and dial. 

a. 1393 Langl. P. PI. C. xvl 253 Whenne pow clomsest 
for colde o>er clyngest for drouthe. xsoo- 20 Dunbar Poems 
xl. 28 Off wyne . . They drank twa quartis . . Of' drowth sic 
excess did thame constrene. 1548 FI all Chron., Hen. VII, 
53 b, He called for drynke. .one of hys chambrelaynes mer- 
vellynge, requyred the cause of hys drouth. 1671 Milton 
P. R. 1. 325 His carcass, pined with hunger and with 
droughth. 1702 S. Parker tr. Cicero's De ID minis 63, lam 
taking it off to quench my Droughth, 1726 Leoni Alberti’s 
Arckit. II. 82/2 That burning drowth of the mind, which 
kept you waking. . 1833 Browning De Gustibus ii, Where 
the baked cicalas die of drouth. ■ 

jS. 1388 Losses Span. Navy in Hart, Ahsc. (Math.) II. 52 
Their flesh meat they cannot eat, their drought is so great. 
1705 Stanhope Paraphr. II. 560 Feeling himself afflicted 
with a vehement Drought. 1847-8 H. Miller First Impr. 
xvi. ,1857 272. 1 asked. '.[for] something to slake my drought. 

5 . attrib. and Comb. 

<2x250 Gen. 4* Ex. 2x07, vii. lene [eares] .. Welkede, and 
sinale, and dru^te numen [= drought-seized]. 1822 T. 
Mitchell Aristoph. 1 . 169 That I may wet my drought- 
parch’d mind. 1890 Daily News 1 Oct. 2/6 They traversed 
the same drought-stricken plain. 

Bronglity (drau-ti), droutby fdrairpi, Sc. 
dn 7 -])i), a. | f. Drought + -y : cf. mighty , weighty.] 

1 . Dry, without moisture ; arid. 

1603 Drayton Bar. Wars n. xvii, Yet not one drop fall 
from thy droughtie eyes ! 1643 Lightfoot Glean. Ex. 

(1648) 28 Out of the droughty rocke Moses... bringeth forth 
water. 1708 J. Philips Cyder 11. Poems (1763) 92 Thou must 
With tasteless water wash thy droughty throat. 1830 
Browning Christmas Eve xv, His cough, like a drouthy 
piston, Tried to dislodge the husk that grew to him. 
fig. x8x8 Byron Juan 1. ccv, Campbell’s Hippocrene is 
somewhat drouthy. 1848 Hare Guesses n. (1874) 561 Men 
of drowthy hearts and torpid imaginations, 

2. Characterized by drought ; deficient in rainfall. 

1605 Play Sine ley in Simpson Sch. Shahs. { 1878) I. 261 

Preach unto the droughty earth ; Persuade it, if thou canst, 
to shun the rain. 1669 W. Simpson Hydrol. Chym. 315 In 
droughty hot weather. 1739 Labe lye Short Ace. Piers 
Westm. Bridge 5 Droughty Seasons, 1818 Scott Hrt. 
Mull, xlii, As drouthy as the weather had been. 

3 . Thirsty ; often = addicted to drinking. 

a. 1626 T. H[awkins] Cans sin's Holy Crt. 71 The children 
of rich men become drouthy amongst a masse of fountaynes. 
1691 Tryon Wisd. Dictates 115, 1 am never droughthy as 
those are that eat Fl esh. 1790 Burns Tam o’ Shan ter 2 
When, .drouthy neebors, neebors meet. 1879 Temple Bar 
Oct. 237 The dusty, drouthy wayfarers. 

j3. a 17x3 Sloane in Derham Phys.-Theol. x. Note 27 (R.) 
A limpid.. W'ater, or sap, as gives new life to the droughty 
traveller or hunter. 1812 Byron Ch. Har. 1. lxix. <Orig. 
Draft), [Hel droughty then alights, and roars for "Roman 
purl. 1863 Whittier Cobbler Keezar’s Vision 37 But that 
droughty folk should be jolly Puzzles my poor old wits. 
Hence Drou-gktiness. 

1720 Welton Suffer. Son of God I. Fref 63 These Methods 
..will.. refresh the Droughtiness of the Soul. 

Dronguist, obs. f. Druggist. 

Brouh, obs. pa. t. of Draw v . 

Brouk, drook (dr?/k), v. Sc. and north, dial. 
Also (6 drokke), 9 drowk. [Origin uncertain : 
cf. ON. drukna to be drowned, drukkit drunk, and 
Drunk v.] irans. To drench (as with heavy rain). 
Hence Drouked, Sc. droukit, ppl. a. 

15x3 Douglas fEneis x. vi. 44 Bot final y, all droukit and 
forwrocht, Thai salffit war, and warpit to the cost. 1619 
Z. Boyd Last Battel l (1629! 302 (Jam.) Heare how the 
drouked man [Jonah] sang at last. ZZX774 F krgusson 
Cauler Oysters Poems (1845) 7 If ye hae catch "d a droukit 
skin, a 1796 Burns Weary Fund o’ Tow ii, And aye she 
took the tither souk To drouk the stowrie tow. 1823 Galt 
Entail I. i. 9 Foul would hae been the gait, and drooking 
the shower, c 1836 R. Dick in Smiles Life (1878) 64 With 
the mist swooping about you and drooking your whiskers 
and eyebrows. *868 Atkinson Cleveland Gloss., Drouk, to 
drench. 1869 C. Gibbon R. Gray iv, Men and cattle were 
‘ drookit * and uncomfortable. 

Drouke, var. Drowk v. 

f Drouken, v. Obs. rare. [Etymol. uncertain : 
perh, a. CDS. drukna to be drowned, taken fig.] 
?To be sunk in slumber or a swoon. Hence 
Droukeningf, dro'akny^lg•, deep slumber, swoon. 

<2x300 Body # Soul 1 (MS. Laud) Als I lay in a winteris 
ny[h]t in a droukening [Roy. MS. drouknynge, Vernon MS. 
droupnynge] bifor the day. <2x400 Leg. Rood 141 Alle J>ei 
seiden pei weore son, Fordolled in a drouknyng dred. 

t Brouking, vbl. sb . Obs. [Deriv. uncertain : 
cf. Drowk v.] ? Crouching, cowering. 

c 1496 Promp. Parv. 113 (Heber MS. ) Droukynge [Pynson 
droulcinge, Harl. MS. Darynge or drowpynge], latitatio. 
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tDrOUl, v. Obs. or dial. Also drool, [cf. Sc. 
dr oul ‘ to bellow as a hart/ Jam.] trans. To utter 
mournfully. 

a 1670 Hacket Abp. Williams it. 2?4 O Sous and 
Daughters of Jerusalem, droul out an Elegy for good King 
Josias. 1825 J amieson, Drool , . . to cry in a low and mourn- 
ful tone. 

Broumslade: see Drumslade, 05 s ., a drum. 

+ Droumy, a. 05 s . rare. [? Related to Sc. 
Drumly.] Turbid. 

x5o5 Bacon Adv. Learn, n. xxiii ? 45 To set on fire and 
trouble states, to the end to fish in droumy waters. 1640 
Watts tr. Lat. version of do. 421 To become an incendiarie 
and a perturber of states, to the end he may better fish in 
droumy waters [L. iurbidis aquis], 1847-78 Halliwell, 
Droumy, dirty, muddy. Devon. 

t Broun, v. Obs. rare “V [Related to ON. 
drynja, Sw. drona to roar, bellow, mod.G. drbhnen 
to roar, and so to Drone sbj, q.v.] intr. To roar. 

*340-70 A lisaunder 985 Hee drouned as a dragon, drede* 
full of noyes. 

Broun, Droup, obs. ff. Drown, Droop. 
Brounslade, -slet, etc. : see Drumslade, 
Brourie, -ry, var. Druery, Obs. 

Brouse, -ze, -sie, obs. ff. Drowse, Drowsy. 
Drouth, drouthy, var. of Drought, -y, q .v. 
Drove (drff u v), sb. Forms : 1-2 dr&f, 3 drof, 4- 
drove, (5 drowe, north drafe, draffe, draws, 6 
droave, Sc. drave). [OE. drdf, from 2nd ablaut 
grade of dr if an to Drive.] 

I. + 1 . The action of driving. (Only OE.) 

971 Blickl. Horn. 199 He pa se fear pass hyrdes drafe 
forho^ode. 

2 . A number of beasts, as oxen, sheep, etc., driven 
in a body ; a herd, flock. 

a xi2x 0 . E. Chron . (Laud MS.) an. 1016 Hi drifon. .heora 
drafa in to Medewte^e. c 1350 Will. Palerne 181 Whanne 
he went hom eche nbjt wip is drone of hestis. 1483 Cath. 
Angl. 107 A Drawe of nowte [ri„ a Draffe of Nowte], 
armenturn. 155s Eden Decades 300 They go. .with theyr 
drones of cattayle. 1576 Fleming Panop l . Kpist. 27 He 
had also, gathered together, as it were in a droave, much 
cattel. a 1674 Clarendon Hist. Reb. xi. § 48 Market day, 
when great droves of little Horses, laden with sacks of 
corn, atlways resorted to the Town. 1837 Lytton E. 
Maltrav . 11 He passed a drove of sheep. 

b. transf. A crowd, multitude, shoal ( of other 
animals, or of human beings, esp. when moving in 
a body ; also fig. of things). 

1014 Wulfstan Hom. xxxiii. (1883) 163 [Hi] drifab fia 
drafe cristenra manna fram saa to s,e. c 1230 Gen. 4 Ex. 
102 It mai ben hoten heuene-Rof ; It hileS al Sis werldes 
drof. 1590 Spenser F. Q. ih viii. 29 Proteus .. Along the 
fomy waves driving his finny drove. 1396 Dalrymple tr. 
Leslie's Hist. Scot. I. 51 In draues as it war, returnes to 
thair awne cuntrey. 1607 Hieron Whs. I. 230 That olde 
popish rule, to follow the droue, and to beleeue as the 
church beleeueth. 169a Washington Milton's Def. Pop. 
M.’s Wks. 1738 I. 494 Then a great drove of Heresies and 
Immoralities broke loose among them. 1724 De^ Foe 
Mem. Cavalier (1840) 164 The Welchmen came in by 
droves. 1837 Hawthorne Pr. 4 It. Jrnls. II. 260 A ghost 
in every room, and droves of them in some of the rooms. 

3 . Locally, esp. in the Fen District: a. A road 
along which horses or cattle are driven, b. A 
channel for drainage or irrigation, 

934 Charter of AEdehtan in Cod. Dipl. V. 2x7 Of 3am 
hunceandlang draffe on Sonmhlinc aet waddzense. [1319 Reg. 
Christ Ch. Cant, in Cunningham Law Did. s.v„ Pasturas. . 
cum omnibus pertinentiis drovis viis semitls & fossa t is.] 
1664-5 Act 16 & 17 Chas. If, c. 11 § 13 Libertie .. to passe 
and repasse upon any ., Drove or Droves in or compassmg 
the said Fenns. 1839 [J. R.Best] Personal 4 Lit. Mem. 
456 The major rode in the middle of the Drove (so our fen 
roads are called). 1844 Camp of Refuge I. 44 Droves or 
cuts to carry off the increase of water towards the Wash. 
x86i Smiles Engineers I. 67 Many droves, learns, eaus, 
and drains were cut. 1893 Baring-Gould Cheap Jack Z. 
I. 58 [In the Fens] there is no material of which roads can 
be made. In place of roads there are ‘ droves'. 

II. 4 . A stone-mason’s chisel with a broad face. 
1825 Jamieson, Drove , the broadest iron used by a mason 

in hewing stones. i 38 i Morgan Contrib to Amer. Ethnol. 
180 It shows no marks of the chisel or the drove. 

III. 5 . Comb., as drove-dike , -way ; drove- 
road, an ancient road or track along which there 
is a free right of way for cattle, but which is not 
‘ made * or kept in repair by any authority. 

1865 Kingsley Herew. xxi, He sprang up the *drove« 
dyke. 1823 Blackw. Mag. XIV. 189 The ^drove-road 
passed at no great distance. 1892 Spectator 12 Mar. 355/1 
The old rights-of-way known as ‘drove-roads’ fin Scot- 
land]. 1895 Daily Hews 1 Oct. 6/3 The drove road in 
Southern Scotland is the way once used by drovers . . from 
the extreme north. 1239-52 Rental Glaston. iSom. Rec. 
Soc. 1891) 44 Philippus bel tenet vij acras et quoddam iter 
quod vocatur *Drofwei. 1664-5 Act 16 & 17 Chas. II, 
c. ir § 22 The twoe Drove wayes in the said Fenns called 
the North drove and South drove. 1726 Laws of Sewers 181 
Whereby Drove Ways, Bridges &c.. .shall be obstructed. 

+ Drove, vf Obs. Also 4 druve, druvy. [Early 
ME. dr oven, a derivative of OE. drSf ’ Drof, turbid, 
troubled, disturbed. Cf. Dreve vJ] 

1 . trans. To trouble, disturb. 

a 1300 E. E. Psalter iii. 2 Hou fele-folded are pai, pat 
droves me to do me wa. <2x300 Cursor M. 11974 His 
moder mode wald he noght droue. <21340 Hampole 
Psalter ii. 5 In his wodnes he sail druuy paim. Ibid. vi. 2 
Druuyd ere all my banes. 


2 . intr. To become troubled or overcast. 
a 1300 Cursor M. 24418 Oner al pe werid ne was bot 
night, Al droued and wex dime. . 

Drove, vA j f. Drove sb. ; or back-formation 
from Drove it.] To drive herds of cattle ; to follow 
the occupation of a drover, {trans. and intr.) 

1633 Lithgow Trav. x. 459 Baptista the Coach -man, an 
Indian Negro droving out at the Sea-gate. 1805 Forsyth 
Beauties Sc oil. II. 328 Persons who drove to a considerable 
extent ought to have funds or friends of their own to be 
security for them, i88i Genii. Mag. Jan. 6x Scores of 
highly born and bred men live by droving cattle. 

Drove, vA [f. Drove sb. 4.] trans. To dress 
(stone) in parallel lines with a drove or broad 
chisel. Hence Droved///, a. 

1825 Jamieson, Drove, to hew stones for building by 
means of a broad pointed instrument; 1830 Gray Arith- 
metic 98 The Droved hewn-work of said house : the rybats 
and lintels of 6 windows . . 6 soles of ditto. 1842- 76 Gwilt 
Archit. § 1914 In Scotland, besides the above described sorts 
of work, there are some other kinds, termed droved, broached, 
and striped. Droving is the. same as that called random 
tooling in England, or boasting in London. Ibid. § 1915 
The workmen will not take the same pains to drove the 
face of a stone which is to be afterwards broached. 

Drove, pa. t. (and obs. pa. pple.) of Drive v. 
Drove, var. of Drof a. Obs. 
t Drovedeil (dr^'u-vden). Obs. [f. Drove sb. 
+ Den jAIJ A wooded hollow or tract into which, 
swine and other beasts might be driven to feed. 

In the Weald of Kent neighbouring proprietors sometimes 
had common of pannage in these : see quots. 1778-91. 

1309 Roll of Pleas, 3 Ed. 11 (in Rooinson Com. Law Kent 
(17911 269 Arbores in prmdictis terris & tenementis cre- 
scentes. una cum proficuo Pannagii, ratione Drovedenn sunt 
ipsius Archiepiscopi. 1332 Literse Cantuarienses 15 Aug. 
(Rolls No. 85) I- Lett. 463 Par les usages de Kent de drove- 
denn, le boys de cheyne et de fou deit estre le nostre, a copier, 
etacarier. .eta entrieren noz drovedenn pur lescariagesfaire. 
1778 Hasted Kent I. cxlii '2 A custom peculiar to the Weald, 
that the lords of whom the droved ennes were holden in 
gavelkind, should have all the great oaks, ash, and beech 
growing there, together with the pannage thereof, and the 
tenants only the underwoods, or at most the oaks, ash, and 
beech, under forty years growth. 1791 T. Robinson Comm, 
Law Kent n. viii. 265 It was usual in ancient Royal Dona- 
tions of Manors lying out of the Weald, to render the grant 
more compleat by an additional Privilege of Common of 
Pannage . . in one or more Dens in the Weald . . And these 
Denns set out for the Agistment of Hogs and other Droves 
of Cattle, were thence called Drovedennes. 

Drover (dri? u *vai). Also 5 drovare (Sc. dra- 
vere), 6-7 drovier. [f. Drove sb. + -er 1 i : cf. 
gardener, miller .] 

1. One who drives droves of cattle, sheep, etc., 
esp. to distant markets ; a dealer in cattle. 

c 3425 Wyntoun Cron. vm. xxiv 53 The Dravere he gert, 
and oj?ir ma be examynyd, hat swne Tald hym, J?at |> e 
Carte J>ame stall. 14.. Voc. in Wr.-Wiilcker 585'xo 
Fugarius, a dryvere or a drovare. 1552 Act 546 Edw. 
VI, c. T4 §13 Counties where Drovers have bene wonte. .to 
buy Cattell. 1599 Shaks. Much Ado 11. i. 201, Cl. I wish him 
ioyof her. B. Why that's spoken like an honest Drouier: so 
they sel Bulloekes. 1683 Luttrf.ll Brief R el. (185 7) I. 
254 A quarrell between some gentlemen . . and a drover of 
sheep by Temple Bar. 1870 E. Peacock Ralf Skirl. III. 
59 A little wayside alehouse, .much frequented by drovers, 
f h. Jig. A dealer, trafficker. Obs. 

1585 Abp. Sandys Serm. (1841) 237 Having entered the 
temple, he findeth there .. drovers and brokers making sale. 
1602 2nd Pt. Return fr. Parnass. iv. ii. X763 The yong 
drouer of liuings. .that haunts steeple faires. 

2 . A boat used for fishing with a drift-net. 

(Quot. 1465 is doubtful^ although rendered ‘ drover ’ In 

Bolton and later edd. of Irish statutes. ) 

1465 St at. Roll Ireland 5 Edw, IV, Art. 39 Tc. 6 § 1] TToutz 
maners vessels, .del portage de xii tonelx ou desuys eiauntz 
une drower ou lawer [1621 Bolton's transl. All maner vessels 
.. of the burden of twelve tunnes or lesse, having one 
Drover or Boate], 1584-5 Pat. Roll Ireland 27 Eliz., Every 
boate or drover that shall fysshe hearing within the liberties 
of the said Towne. 1590 Spenser F. Q. hi. viii. 22 He woke 
And saw his drover drive along the streame. 1603 Owen 
Pembrokesh. (1891) T22 Theorderof takeinge them [herrings] 
is with Drovers. x88o W. Cornwall Gloss., Drover , a fishing- 
boat employed in driving, or fishing with drift or float nets. 
Erroneously for Drogher, 

1756 P. Browne Jamaica 23 His goods must be shipped 
on board of some drover. 

Hence (from sense 1) Bro-vering, DrowersMp 
( nonce-wds .), the business or occupation of a drover. 

1838 Eraser's Mag. XVIII. 381 Far better, .have taken to 
ploughmanship or drovership, x86o J. F. Campbell Tales 
of W. Highlands (1890) 1. 338 It was at drovering they had 
made the money. 

t Droving, vbl. sb. 1 Obs. [f. Drove vX\ 
Troubling; tribulation ; disturbance. 

axyioE.E. Psalter lx. 22 [x. 1] In nedinges, in drovynge[L, 
trihulaiione ]. a 1300 Cursor M. 22384 Wit all fie drouing 
he mai do ouer al pis werid. 

Droving (dr<? Q, vig), vbl. sbA [f. Drove v. 2 ] 
The occupation of driving cattle to distant markets, 
etc. ; the business of a drover. 

1881 Cheq. Career 335 Droving is very wearisome work. 
1896 Westin. Gaz. 19 J une 3/3 The unconventional freedom 
of colonial life, with its rough riding and droving. 
attrib , ^ 1808 Scott A utobiog. in Lockhart .Life i, He was 
. .active in the cattle trade . .and by his droving transactions 
acquired a considerable sum of money. 1890 Boldrewood 
Col. Reformer (1891) 83 He 's not used to droving work. 
Droving, vbl. sbA The dressing of stone with 
a drove ; see Drove vA 


t Brovy (dr^-vi), a. Obs. exc. dial. [A deriv. of 
OE. and ME. drSf, turbid, troubled, Drof, or of its 
deriv. vb. Drove v. 1 : see -Y.j Turbid ; not clear 
or transparent, opaque, ‘drumly’ ; cloudy. 

cxz 20 Bestiary 523 So droui is te sees grund, 13.. 
E. E. A Uit. P. B. 1016 A see . . pat ay is drouy & 
dym, & ded in hit lcynde. c 1386 Chaucer Pars. T. p 742 
An hors that seketh rather to drynken drouy or trouble 
water than for to drynken water of the clere welle. 1483 
Cath. Angl. xxo/i Drovy, turlndus, tiirbulentus, 1691 
Nicholson Gloss. Nort hanky mbricum in Ray N. C. Words 
(E.D. S.) 41 Druvy, adj. Ihnosus. 1825 in Brockett. 1851 
Cum bid. Gloss., Druivy , overcast, muddy. 

Brow tdrau), v. Now only s. w. dial, [Aphetic 
f. Adkough, Adrow, OE. adrugian. Cf. Drought.] 
tra?is. To dry up. In quot. 1393, fig. 

1393 Langl. P. PI C. xv. 22 Connynge and vnkynde 
rye h esse . . Drou ej> vp dowel and distruye;< dobest. C1430 
Two Cookery-bks. 38 Drow hem wyl in he Sonne, hat hey 
ben drye. 1746 Exmoor Scolding Voeab., To Dron, to 
dry. 1888 W. Somerset Wd.-bk ., Drow , to dry, (Always.) 
Brow (drau), j/>. 1 Sc. [perh. 1 ppl. stem drow- 
of Dree v. to endure, suffer, undergo, which is 
phonologically suita ble.]^ A fit of illness ; a faint- 
ing fit; a qualm. 

1727 Walker Remark Pass. Life A. Peden 63 (Jam.) 
There was a drow of anxiety overwhelmed her about him.. 
1808-18 Jamieson, Drow, a fainting fit. Angus. 18x9 
W. Tennant Papistry Storm'd (1827) 175 Down he 
turnmlet in a drow. 1883 W, Joi.ly Life J. Duncan, xxxv. 
409 Inquiring, .how he felt after his drow. 

Brow , sb. 2 Sc. ‘A cold mist approaching to 
rain ; a drizzling shower.’ (Jam) 
ax$ 14 J. Melvill MS. Mem. 115 (Jam.) Comes off the 
hills of Lammermoor edge a great mist with a tempestuous 
sliowre and drow . . It pleased God . . to drive away the 
showre and calm the drow, so that it fel( down dead calm. 
x8x8 Scott Rob Roy xxii, A sort o’ drow in the air. 

Brow, obs. pa. t. of Dree ; s. w. dial. f. Throw. 
Brow, drowgh, drow;, drowh, obs. pa. t. 
of Draw v. 

fBrowarie, erron. f. Drowrier, Sc. form of 
Dowrier, dowager. 

a 1557 Diurn. Occu?r.( 1833)30 In this menetyme the quenis 
grace arowarie past on her lute to our Lady Laureit. Ibid. 
34 He gat word the queenis grace drowarie was eummit out 
of Striveling to the Parliament. 

Brow©, obs. form of Drove sb. 

Browen, obs. pa. pple. of Dree v. 

Drowk (drauk), v. Obs. exc. dial. Also 5-6 
drouke. [Deriv. uncertain : app. a parallel for- 
mation to Droop, ME. drowp ; cf. Drouking.] 
intr. To droop, as a flower or plant. 

nr 1502 Arnolde Chron. 165 Yf the peche tree begynne to 
drouke let hym be wel moysted at the rote w® drestis of 
wyne. 1820 Clare Rural Life (ed. 3) 71 Drowkinglies the 
meadow-sweet. 1821 — Vitl. Minstr. I. 133 Bumble-bees 
. . Clinging to the drowking flower. 

Drown (draun), v. Forms; 4-6 drun(e, 
droun(e, (4 drotuine, druen, 4-5 drone, 5-6 
drowen, Sc. drwn), 4-7 drowne, 4- drown. 
0 . 6 dround, 6-7 dr own d (now dial, and vidg.) 
[ME. drun-, dronn drown-, pointing to an OE. 
*dn'mian, not found : origin obscure. 

A current conjecture is that ME. driln- was a phonetic 
reduction of ME. drunkn - or ON. drukn- (see Drunken 
v. 1 ) in the same sense. But, on phonetic and other grounds, 
this appears highly improbable. The later variant drownd , 
so widely prevalent in dialectal and vulgar use, is parallel in 
development to astound, bound, compound , sound , etc.] 

I. Intransitive. (Now unusual.) 

1 . To suffer death by submersion in water; to 
perish by suffocation underwater (or other liquid). 

a 1300 Cursor M. 11793 Pharaon wit al his folk . . Al Jm 
drund in J?e se. c 1300 Ibid. 24867 (Edith) Al man we druen 
D v . rr. drun, drounj. 1375 Barbour Bruce xiv. 358 Thai in 
perell war till droune. 1483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 256 b/x He 
fylle in the water and drowned. 1549 Compl . Scot, vi. 38 
Narcissus, .for loue of eccho. .drounit in ane drau vel. 1654 
D. Osborne Lett, lxii, 11888) 292 If X drown by the way, 
this will be my last letter. 1856 Grindon Life y. (1875) 59 
The bird and the mammal drown if submerged in water. ^ 
fig. 1382 Wyclif 1 Esdras iii. 23 Whan of win thei 
drovvnyn. cx6zo Z. Boyd Zion's Flowers (1855) 42 Our 
life, .drownes in time. 

1 2 . To sink and perish (as a ship) ; to suffer ex- 
tinction or destruction by deluge or inundation. Obs. 

a 1300 Cursor M. 24857 pair scip ai redi for to drun [v. r. 
drounj. c 1340 Ibid. 1532 (Fairf.) pis werlde sulde come til 
ende To droun or wib fire be brende. c 1470 Henry W allace 
vii. 182 Trubbill weddyr makis schippis to droune. 1523 Ld. 
Berners Froiss. (1812) I. cxx. 144 One of the scafoldes 
drowned in y® water, and the moost part of them that were 
within it. 

II. Transitive. 

3 . To suffocate (a person or animal) by sub- 
mersion in water (or other liquid). 

Mostly with personal agent, or reflexive or passive ; but also 
said of the action of the water. 

a 1300 Cursor M* 1652, I sal pam alle in watur droun 
[y. rr. drenkil, drenche]. Ibid. 5592 Pharaon b at king 
felun pat badd pe childer for to drun [v. r. drounj. c 1400 
Maundev. (Roxb.) xxxiii. 151 Sum ware drouned by vio- 
lence of pe wawes. c 15x1 1st Eng. Bk. Amer. (Arb.) 
In trod. 32/2 Ther they drowne theym self. 1533 Lau 
Richt Vay (1888) 58 Thay var drunit in y ! fluid. 

Hall Chron., Edw. IV, 239b, He.. was prively drouned 
in a But of Malvesey. 1632 Lithgow Tray. m. 109 (HeJ 
, here leaped in, and drouned himselfe. Ibid. v. 178 The 


DHOWS' ABLE, 


685 


last flood did drowne the greatest part of the Inhabitants. 
1784 Cowper Task 11. 149 The earth shall, .drown him in 
her dry and gusty gulfs v 1847 Tennyson Prime . Prol. 47 
Part were drown’d within the whirling brook. 1869 C. 
Gibbon R. Gray iv, My faither’s drooned. 

b- iS3° Palsgr. 528/2, I dreynt (Lydgate), I drownde,y> 
noye. 1644 Prynne Vind.Ps . cv. 15 (ed. 3) A iij b, God . . 
drownded Pnaraoh and his host in the read sea. 1727 
Swift Past. Dial. Wks. 18x4 XIV. 195 In my own Thames 
may I be drownded. 
b. fig. (Also refi.) . 

1388 Wyclifi Esdras iii. 23 Whanne thei ban he drowned 
of wyn thei han no mynde what thinges thei diden. 1555 
Eden Decades To Rdr. (Arb.) 51 Men drowned in the 
deluge of erroure. 1659 D. Pell Impr. Sea 435 They 
drown themselves in drink. 1788 Mad. D’Arblay Diary 
sg Nov., Her Majesty .. drowned in tears. 1827 Pollok 
Course T. vn, He drowned himself in sleep, in wine. 

£1679 Roxb. Ball. (1886) VI. 146 They dy’d-.in Seas 
of sorrow Drownded. *838 Dickens Nick. Nick, v, ‘ Just 
fill that mug up with lukewarm water, William, will you?’ 

, . ‘ Why the milk will be drownded V 
f 4 . To sink (a ship or the like) in water; to 
send to the bottom. Obs . 

<71463 j Eng. Chron. (Camden i 856> 43 On of the grettist 
carrakez. .was so rent and bored in the sides .. that sone 
aftir it was dround. c 1500 Mehisine xxxvi, 270 His peuple 
assaylled strongly, and drowned foureof the sarasyns shippes. 
1601 Holland Pliny I. 46 Brasse and lead in the masse or 
lumpe sinke downe and are drowned. 1633 Lithgow Trav. 
n. 66 In that fight [Lepantoj there was taken and drowned 
180 of Turkish Gallies. 

5 . To lay under or cover with water, etc. ; to 
submerge, flood, inundate, deluge; to drench. 

a 1300 Cursor M. 1532 pat bis werld suld cum til end, Or 
drund wit watur, or wit fir brend. 1500 20 Dunbar Poems 
Ixxii. 100 My visage all in watter dround. 1356 Chron. Gr. 
Friars (Camden) 19 The watter of the Temse by excesse of 
fioode. -incresid on the londe unto Populer, and drownyd 
many howsys and feldes and medowes. 1696 Phil . Trans. 
XIX. 353 When the Fens are drowned. 1708 J. C. Compl. 
Collier (1845) 29 Seueral good Collieries . . lye unwrought 
and drowned for want of such Noble Engines. 1861 W. 
Rankine Steam Engine 151 A weir is said to be drowned 
when the water in the channel below it is higher than its 
crest. jS. 1667 Prim att City $ C. Build. 7 The works in 
mines of Lead or Tin Oare, are like, .to be drownded. 

b. To drown out : to put or drive out by inun- 
dation ; to stop (works, etc.) or drive (people, etc.) 
from their habitation by flooding, 

1851 S. Judd Margaret 1. iii, Chilion fished, hunted, laid 
traps for foxes, drowned out woodchucks. 1888 Pall Mall 
G. 28 Aug. 3/2 The [Severn Tunnel] works were constantly 
* drowned out', 1890 Baker Wild Beasts 4- their Ways I. 
186 During inundations the islands are frequently drowned 
out. 1894 Daily News 23 Nov. 6/7 Deserted cottages, 
whose tenants had . .been ‘ drowned out 

6 . transf. and fig. To overwhelm, to overpower, 
by rising above like a flood; to immerse or 
smother; to overpower (sound) by greater loudness. 

a 1300 Cursor M. 18361 pou slockens al vr sin ; pou has 
bam drund and don forfare. 1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. 
in. xiii. (1495) 57 The more the resonable soule drowneth 
hym in to the body the more slowely and the lesse perfytely 
he vnderstondyth. 1338 Starkey Englatid 1. ii. 42 They 
wych haue theyr myndys drownyd in the vayn plesurys of 
thys lyfe. 1377-87 Holinshed Chron. I. 23/1 Ludsgate, 

. . vnto this daie it is called Ludgate, (s) onelie drowned 
in pronuntiation of the word. 1603 Bacon Adv. Learn . 1. 
vii. § 2 The sound.. was drowned by some louder noise. 
1663 Glanvill Scepsis Set. 53 Vice drowns the noble Ideas 
of the Soul. 1726 Leoni tr. Albert? s Archit. I. 43/1 
Little pieces of. .Stone, .which they perfectly drowned in 
Mortar. 1769 Sir W. Jones Poems (1777) 25 His 
heavenly charms, .drown’d her senses in a flood of light. 
1879 Froude Caesar xiii. 175 Yells drowned his voice. 

Ii. 1530 Crowley Way to Wealth 398 Thy curate (that 
otherwise wold mumble in the mouth and drounde his 
wqrdes). 1884 Harper's Mag. Feb. 410/2 He had a beautiful 
voice. He could drownd out the whole choir. 

+"b. Law. To extinguish by merging in something 
greater or higher, Also intr. To merge. Obs. 

1642 tr. Perkins' Prof. Bk. ix. § 584. 254 If the estate in 
remainder or in reversion be such an estate wherein the 
particular estate may be drowned. Ibid. § 589. 256 An 
estate for life cannot drown in an estate for yeares. 1661 
J. Stephens Procurations 54 Estates in land are properly 
drowned or confounded, when a lesser estate concurs with 
a greater in the same person, and in the same right, 1818 
Cruise Digest (ed. 2) IV. 109 The reversionary interest 
coming to the possession, drowns it. 

Brownable (drcurnab’l), a. [f. Drown v.+ 
-able.] Capable of being drowned. 

1863 Owen Led. Power of God 50 Air-breathing or drown* 
able animal species. 

Brownage (draumedg). rare. [f. as prec. + 
-age.] Drowning, submersion. 

1830 Carlyle Latter-day Pamph. iii. 42. 1851 — Sterling 
I, i. (1872) 6 Drownage in the foul welter of our so-called 
religious, .controversies. 

Drownd, dial, and vulgar for Drown v., q.v. 
Browned (draund), ppl. a. Also drownded 
(now vulg.) [f. Drown v. + -ed 1.] 

1 . Killed by submersion in water. 

a 1300 Cursor M. 1886 A druned heist par lai flettand. 
1660 Gauden Brownrig 212 A drenched and almost drowned 
man. 1789 W. Buchan Dom. Med. (1790) 631 The society 
for the recovery of drowned persons. 1896 Westm. Gaz. 
20 June 5/2 Relatives of drowned passengers. 

D. Like , as wet as, a drowned rat : in a thoroughly 
soaked and dripping condition. 

_ c 1500 Blowbo? s Test, in Halliw. Nugse P. 2 He lokyd 
furyous as a wyld catt, And pale of hew like a drowned 
ratte. 1630 Wadsworth Pilgr. viii. 84, I got on shoare 


as wet as a drowned Rat. 1738 Swift Polite Convers. 
17 ‘Take Pity on poor Miss; don’t throw Water on a 
drownded Rat.’ x88c New Virginians II. 229 Looking like 
the drowndest of drowned rats. 

2 . Submerged; flooded, deluged, inundated. 

1616 Norden Surv. Kirton in Lindsey 37 in Peacock 
N. W. Line. Gloss., There is much drowned lande. 17x1 
Shaftesb. Ckarac . Mise. n. i. (173 7) III. 46 The Measure 
of their yearly drounded Lands. 1863 Dircks Mrq. Wore. 
538 The Mineral wealth was drowned treasure. 1867 F. 
Francis Angling ix. {1880) 332 A drowned line is too often 
a lost fish. 1874 Knight Did. Meek., Drowned-leyel 
{Mining), a depressed level or drainage-gallery in a mine, 
which acts on the principle of an inverted syphon. 

Browner (drau-nai). [f. Drown v. + .-be 1 .] 

1 . One who drowns, or who suffers drowning; 
that which drowns. 

1345 Ascham To.xoph. (Arb.) 52 Ydlenesse, enemy of vertue, 
y- drowner of youthe. 1360 Whitehorne Arte Wane 
{1573) 102 b, Welles, the which be as drowners to the same 
caves. 1638 Mayne Lucian (1664) 223. 1820 Shelley 

Liberty xix, As waves . . Hiss round _ a drowner’s head. 
1827 M 00 re A Iciphr. iv, As drowners cling To the last hold. 

2 . A manager of water-meadows. ? local. 

1805 Trans. Soc. Arts XXIII. 166 The drowner, as he is 
generally called, or the man who has the superintendence 
of the water-meadows. 1834 Brit. Husb. 1 . 531 When the 
manager of the mead,— provinciahy termed 4 the drowner’, 
— begins to clean out the main drain. 

Browning (dimrnkj), vbl. sb. [-ingT] The 
action of the verb Drown, in its various senses. 

c 1400 Destr. Troy 3673 heading. The Drownyng of 
Pollux & Castor. 1539 Act 31 Hen. VIII , c. 4 The ouer- 
fiowyng and drowning of the medowes. 1581 Pettie 
Guazzo's Civ . Conv. n. (1586) 55 b, Those which put the 
shippe in daunger of drowning. 1626 Bacon Sylva § 798, 

I call drowning of Metals , when that the baser Metal is so 
incorporate with the more rich, as it can by no means be 
separated again. x66i J . Stephens Procurations 54 Things 
..which in any sort might he subject to drowning, or extin- 
guishment by unity of possession. 1862 Shirley Nugis Crit . 
xi. 474 The hangings, and burnings, and drownings, and 
Bartholomew massacres, and Spanish furies, of past times. 

attrib. 2659 D. Pell Impr. Sea 556 In great despair, and 
disgustion of a drowning death, c 1798 Southey Ball. Lord 
William, No human ear but William's heard Young Ed- 
mund’s drowning scream. 1830 Mrs. Browning Rom. 
Margret xxv, The men at sea. .heard a drowning cry. 

Browning, pfil. a. [-ing 2 .] That drowns. 

1 . Perishing from suffocation in water ; suffering 
inundation. 

C1470 Henry Wallace x. 822 Drownand folk. 1821 Byron 
Heav. # Earth iii. 911 The ocean . . grasps each drowning 
hill. 1869 W. P. Mackay Grace Truth (1875) 69 As is 
well known, a drowning man will catch at a straw. 

2 . Suffocating or destroying by submersion in 
water; also fig., overwhelming, overpowering. 

1639 H. Pell Impr. Sea 516 Great Faith, .will beleeve in 
an angry God, in a killing God, jand in a drowning God. 
1716 Cibber Love makes Man 11. ii, Dissolving Softness ! O 
the drowning Joy ! 

Hence Browningly adv., so as to drown. 

18x8 Keats Endymion 11. 282 What misery most drown- 
ingly doth sing In lone Endymion ’s ear ? x88o Miss Brough- 
ton Sec. Th. 11 . hi. vii. 233 Drenchingly, drowningly wet. 
Drowrio, -ry, var. Druery, Obs. 

Browxie, -ry, Drowrier, obs. Sc. ff. Dowry, 
Dowrier. [These forms seem to have arisen from 
a confusion of dowery , Dowry, with drowrie. Sc. 
form of Droery (sense 2). See also Drowarie.] 
1303 Sc. Acts fas. IV. (1814) 240 (Jam.) The qwenis drowry 
and morwyn-gift. 13x3 [see Dowry 2]. 1351 Aberdeen 

Reg. V. 21 (Jam.) Quene drowrier. a 1835 Motherwell in 
Whist le-Biukie (Scot. Songs) Ser. 11. 13 The fisch are the 
deer that fill my parks, And the water waste my drurie. 

Browse (drauz), v. Also 6-7 drouze, 6-9 
drowze, 7 drouse. [In current use appears in 
1573 : perh. a back-formation from drowsy , which, 
is found earlier ; perh. identical with OE. drusian , 
to sink, become low, slow, or inactive, a derivative 
from the ablaut series dreus draus drus -, OE. 
driosan to fall down; but the non-appearance of 
the verb for 600 years leaves this uncertain.] 

+1. intr. (OE.) To sink, droop, become slow. 
Becnvulf (Tli.) 3265 La^u drusede. a xooo Cynewulf 
Elene (Gr.) 1258 Cen drusende. a xooo Phoenix (Cod. Ex.) 
368 He drusende deaS ne bisorgaS. 

2 . intr. To be drowsy; to be heavy or dull with 
or as with sleep ; to be half asleep. 

1396 Shaks. x Hen. IV, m. ii. 81 [They] drowz’d, and 
hung their eye-lids downe, Slept in his Face. x666 Pepys 
Diary (1879) III. 447, I could not hold my eyes open for an 
houre, hut I drowsed . . but I anon wakened. 1667 Milton 
P. L. xi. 131 More wakeful then to drouze. 1833 Tati's 
Mag. XX. 615 Drowsing and dreaming with half-open eye. 

3 . fig. To be or grow inactive, dull, or sluggish. 

1573 Tusser Husb. lxii. (1878) 140 111 husbandry drowseth 

at fortune so auke : Good husbandrie rowseth himselfe as a 
hauke. a 1679 W. Outram Sernu (1682) 455 The minds of 
men would drowze and slumber. 1847 Iennyson Princ. n. 
318 Let not your prudence . . drowse. 1863 Hawthorne 
Our Old Home (1879) 56 Leamington The Learn, .drows- 
ing across the principal street beneath a handsome bridge. 

4 . trans. To render drowsy ; to make heavy, dull, 
or inactive, as with sleep. 

1600 Holland Livy xxxix. viii. 1027 When as wine had 
drowned and droused the understanding. 1614 Sylvester 
Bethulia's Rescue vi. 101 The Fume of his aboundant 
Drink, Drouzing his Brain. 1819 Keats Otho v. v, Nations 
drows’d in peace ! i88x B. Webber In Luck's Way 1. i, Any 
birds which the heat has not utterly drowsed. 


DROWSY. 

5 . To pass away (time) drowsily or in drowsing. 
1843 Lefevke Life Trav. Phys. III. in. xii. 255 To drowse 
away the mornings. 1873 Browning Inn Album 1. 171 Don’t 
I drowse The week away down with the Aunt and Niece ? 

Hence Browsed ppl. a., Browsing" vbl. sb. and 
ppl. a. ; also Browser. • - • > 

1654 Whitlock Zootomia 557 The lesser snatches of Rest 
and Drowsings. 1667 Milton P. L. viii. 289 Gentle sleep 
.. with soft oppression seis’d My droused sense. 1796 
Coleridge Relig. Musings 34 The drowsed Soul. x88x 
T. Hardy Laodicean 11. iii, The drowsing effects of the 
last night’s sitting. 1887 M. B. Edwards Next of Kin 
Wanted I. viii. x 10 U nwary drowsers were severely castigated 
from the pulpit. 

Browse, sb. [f.prec. vb.] The action of drows- 
ing ; a fit of drowsing ; the state of being half 
asleep. 

18x4 Prophetess III. i, Men are seiz’d with most unnat’ral 
drowze. a 1831 Moir Poems, Tomb ojf De Bruce iii, Shaking 
the fetters away, which in drowse she had worn. 1856 
Mrs. Browning Atir. Leigh vi. 593. 1859 Tennyson Enid 

X121 Many a voice along the street, .hurst Their drowse. 
Jig. 1834-6 Patmore Angel in Ho. 11. ii. (1866) 259 The 
wealthy wheat Bends in a golden drowse. 

•f Urowsen. Obs. Also 7 dronsen, dronsson. 
[A variant of Drosen, OE. arosna. grounds, dregs.] 
A kind of oatmeal pottage: see qupt. 1620-25. 

13x9 Horman Vulg. 152 b, A drousen tubbe : and a swynes 
troughe, be fayre vessellis to serue swyne. 1603 Lond. 
Prodigal, White-pot and Drowsen broth. 1620- 25 Mark- 
ham Farew. Husb . 133 Boyling Oatemeale..with barme, or 
the dregges and hinder ends of your Beere barrells, makes 
an excellent . . pottage . . of great vse in all the parts of the 
West Cotmtrie. .called by the name of drousson pottage. 
Browsiliead (drenrzihed). arch. [f. Drowsy 
+ -BHAD.] = Drowsiness. 

1390 Spenser F. Q. i. ii. 7 The royall virgin shooke off 
drousyhed. 1647 H. More Song of Soul iii. App. civ, Thou 
hast..rouz’d the soul from her dull drowsiehed. 1748 
Thomson Cast. Indol. 1. 46 A pleasing land of drowsy-head 
it was, Of dreams that wave before the half-shut eye. _ 1873 
Browning RedCott. Nt.-cap 1. 139 And did the drowsihead 
So suit, so soothe the learned loving eye ? 

Drowsihood. [f. as prec. + -hood.] = prec. 
1867 Longf. Dante's Purg. xxxii. 69 He may, who well 
can picture drowsihood. 

Drowsily ( than *zili), adv. [f. Drowsy + -ly 2.] 
In a drowsy manner; sluggishly, inactively. 

1381 Mulcaster Positions xiii. (1887) 62 Talking . . is 
thought verie fit for such, as be drousely giuen. x6ox Shaks. 
Jul. C. iv. iii. 240 What, thou speak ’st drowsily? 1836 
Emerson Eng. Traits Wks. (Bohn) II. 14 Classics 
which at home are drowsily read. 1871 R. Ellis Catullus 
xvii. 13 Urchin, across papa’s elbow drowsily swaying. 

Drowsiness (dreurzines). [f. next + -NESS.] 

1 . The state of being drowsy; heavy sleepiness. 

1559 Primer in Priv. Prayers (1851) 33 Drowsiness take 

from our eyes. 1562 Turner Herbal n. 46 b, They shal 
fall into a forgetfull and a slepishe drowsines. 1630-31 Mil- 
ton A rcades 61 When drowsiness Hath locked up mortal 
sense. 1736 Butler Anal. 1. i. 37 Drowsiness, increasing 
till it end m sound sleep. x86o Froude Hist . Eng. V. 353 
The symptoms were a sudden perspiration, accompanied 
with faintness and drowsiness. 

2 . fig. Intellectual or moral lethargy ; sloth. 

1575 85 Abp. Sandys Serm. (1841) 438 By the drowsiness 

of the husbandmen and the sloth of the cultivators. x6xx 
Bible Prov. xxiii. 21 Drousinesse shall cloath a man with 
ragges. 1751 Johnson Rambler No. 89 r 5 Convinced 
of the necessity of breaking from this habitual drowsiness, 
2841 D’Israeli Amen. Lit. (1867) 567 His vivacity relieved 
the drowsiness of mere antiquarianism. 

Drowsy (draivzi), a. Also (6 drawsy, drusye), 
6-8 drousy, 7-8 drouzy, drowzy. [Found in 
first half of 16th c.; no corresponding ME. or OE, 
form is recorded: it is however probably related 
to OE. dnisian : see Drowse v.~\ 

1 . Inclined to sleep, esp. at a time when one 
wishes, or ought, to be awake; heavy with sleepi- 
ness; half asleep, dozing, 

2530 Palsgr. 31 1/1 Drowsy, heavy for slepe or onlusty, 
pesant. 2391 Florio 2 nd Fntties 3, N . Me think you are 
very drowsie still. T. I am not very well awaked yet. 
2648 Gage West Ind. xvii. 113 It made mee more drowsie 
at night. 1725 Pope Odyss. u. 446 Drowsy they rose, with 
heavy fumes opprest. 2840 Dickens Barn. Rudge xviii, A 
drowsy watchman’s footsteps ^ sounded on the pavement. 
2877 M. M. Grant SumMaid i, I am very tired and drowsy, 

2 . Caused or characterized by sleepiness or in- 
activity. 

a 1329 Skelton El. Rumniing 15 Her lothy leere is. .ugly 
of cheere, droupy and drowsie. 1362 Turner He>bali\. 46 b, 
Pour rose oyl and vinegre vpon them that haue the drawsy 
or forgetfull euel. 2562 — Baths 8 b, Diseases of the heade, 
as are the drusye euill. 2633 Culpepper Riverius 1. ii. 9 
Drouzie Diseases, called Coma, Lethargy, Carus, and 
Apoplexy. 1727-38 Gay Fables n. xiii. 68 Till drousy sleep 
retard the glass. 1870 Dickens E. Drood i, Some, .period 
of drowsy laughter. w 

3 . Inducing sleepiness ; lulling ; soporific. 

2390 Spenser F. Q. ii. iii. x [He] vprose from drowsie 
couch, c 2627 Middleton Witch iv. iii, I spic’d them., 
with a drowsy posset. They will not hear. 1706 Addison 
Rosamond in. iii, The bowl, with drowsie juices fill’d, 
2839-40 W. Irving Wolferfs R. (1855) 3 That potent and 
drowsy spell, which still prevails over the valley. 

4 . fig. Heavy, dull, inactive ; sluggish, lethargic, 

2570 Levins Manip. 108 Drowsie, deses. 2584 R. Scot 

Discov. Witcher. 1. iii. 5 In whose drousie minds the divell 
hath goten a fine Seat. 2590 Shaks. Mids. N. v. i. 399 The 
dead and drowsie fier. a 2674 Clarendon Hist. Reb x. 
§ 140 The drowsy, dull Presbyterian humour of Fairfax* 
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*75r Johnson’ Rambler No. 1 78 F 14 A drowsy thoughtless- 
ness or a giddy levity. 1835 Macaulay Hist. Eng. III. 
467 Sinking into a servile, sensual, drowsy parasite. 

5 . Comb ., as drowsy-head, a person of a 
sleepy or sluggish disposition ; drowsy-headed ’ 
- flighted adjs. 

1576 Fleming Panopl \ Epist. 354 The drowsie headed 
lubber. 1577 tr. Ballingers Decades 1 15921 269 Slothfull 
drousiheacles are . . an vnprofitable lumpe of vnoccupied 
earth. 1634 Milton Camus 551 The drowsy-flighted steeds 
That draw the litter of close-curtained sleep. 1834 Moir 
in Blackw. Mag. XXXV. 708 The drowsyhead, man, on 
,his bed slumbers prone. 

Drowsyhead, variant of Drowsihead. 

Drowte, drowth, obs. var. Drought. 
t Droy, sb. Obs . {This and the vb. following 
appear to be related in some way to D roil.] 
A servant ; a drudge. 

1573 Tusser Hush. lxxxt. (1878) 172 Good droie to serue 
hog, to helpe wash, and to milke. 1583 Svubbes Anal, 
A bus. t. (1879) 78 Any droye or pussle in the Guntrey. 1592 
Babington Com/. Notes Genesis xviii. 6 Wks. 11637) 56 Every 
Droy in the house, yea the kitchenmaid. 

■f Droy, v. [see prec. sb.] intr. To toil, drudge. 

1376 Gascoigne Steele Gl. (Arb.) 68 He which can in office 
drudge and droy. 

Droyl, Droyt, obs. ff. Droil, Drott. 

Drub (drz>b', v. Also 7 thrub. [Appears first 
after 1600; all the early instances, before Hudi bras, 
1663, are from travellers in the Orient, and refer to 
the bastinado. Hence, in the absence of any other 
tenable suggestion, it may be conjectured to re- 
present Arabic paraba (i. e. dvrvbd) to beat, 
to bastinado, vbl. sb. park (i. e. pvrb) beating, a 
blow, a drub. 

There are difficulties. In Persia, of which Herbert 
wrote, the vbl, sb, is pronounced ziirb ; but jh Turkey it is 
ditrb’, in North Africa the Arabic dental is retained, and 
in Algiers, and Barbary generally, the verb is vulgarly pro- 
nounced /rob, /ruby or perob. It is therefore conceivable 
that the form drub came originally from, the Barbary states, 
where so many Christians suffered captivity, and was already 
known to Herbert as applied to the bastinado, when he went 
to the East. But of this we have as yet no evidence ; while 
the absence of the word from the Mediterranean languages, 
into which it was quite as likely to pass as into English, is 
an element of doubt.] 

1 . irons. To beat with a stick or the like, to 
cudgel, flog ; in early use, spec, to bastinado ; to 
thrash, thump, belabour ; also, to beat in a fight. 

1634 Sir T. Herbert Trav. 47 [He] confest. and was 
drubd right handsomely. 1663 Butler Hud. 1. iii. 1042 He 
that is valiant, and dares fight, Tho’ drubb’d, can lose no 
honour by’t. 1663 Pepys Diary 21 Feb., He., would have 
got seamen to have drubbed them. 1691 tr. Emilianne' s 
Frauds Romish Monks 254 Those Priests who thrub’d one 
another in the Place of S. Mark, for to catch the Assigna- 
tions to say Masses. 1698 Fryer Acc. E. Ind. # P. 52. 
1706 Phillips fed. Kersey 1, Drub, to beat the Soles of the 
Feet with a Stick, a Punishment us’d in Turkey : Also 
simply, to cudgel or bang one soundly. 1733 Fielding 
Quixote in Eng. 11. iv, He was most confoundedly drubb’d 
just now. 1835 M arryat Jac. Faithf. iv, See if I won’t drub 
you within an inch of your life. 1887 Besant The World 
went iii, He drubbed and belaboured his servants every day. 

b. Const. To drub (a person) to death , into or 
out i/ something ; (a thing, a notion) into or out 
of & person. 

1634 Sir T. Herbert Trav. 98 [The Bashaw] made the 
Petitioner be almost drubd to death. 1638 Ibid. (ed. 2) 172 
He is almost drubd (with many terrible bastinadoes on the 
soles of his feet) to death. 1687 T. Brown Saints in Uproar 
Wks. 1730 1 . 80 Let us drub these lobsters into better man- 
ners. 171 6 Land. Gaz. No. 5460/3 He had been barbarously 
drubbed to Death [in Algiers]. 1728 Morgan Algiers II. 
iv. 269, 1751 Smollett Per. Pic. (1779) II. Ixi. 188 Those 

foolish notions.. ought to be drubbed out of you. 1791 
Maxwell in Boswell Johnson (1831) I. 384 We had drubbed 
those fellows into a proper reverence for us. _ 1836 Scorr 
Woodst. via, If the leaven of thy malignancy is altogether 
drubbed out of thee. 

e. fig. T o belabour with abuse. 

x8xt Scott Let. 4 Apr., Pray drub your management for 
the. .blunder. 1894 Advance (Chicago) 1 Feb., Drubbing 
the church and praising outsiders. 

2 . transf To strike or beat with force. 

1849 Thackeray in * Punch ’ Wks, 1886 XXIV. 208 Pots 
were cooking, drums were drubbing. 1865 G. Meredith 
Rhoda. Fleming xliii, To go and handle butter . . as Mrs. 
Sumpit drubbed and patted it, 1883 Howells Register 
i, Teaching the young idea, how to drub the piano. 

3 . To beat the ground; to stamp, (intr. and frans.) 

1855 Thackeray Neivcomes^ II. 227 She drubs her little 

foot when his name is mentioned. 1839 — - Virgin, xxxiii, 
Drubbing with her little feet, i860 — Round. Papers, On 
being found out 129 You .. drub on the ground with your 
lovely little feet. 

Hence Bru-hbiagf vbl. sb ; a beating, a thrashing ; 
also attrib. ; Drubber, one who drubs or beats. 

1650 Howell For. Trav. App. (Arb.) 85 They [the Turks] 
have sundry sorts of punishments that torture the sense a 
longer time, as drubbing, guunshing, flaying alive, impaling. 
1687 Congreve Old Bach. 1. v, He will take a drubbing with 
as little Noise as a Pulpit Cushion. 1708 Prior Mice 102 
These two were sent (or I’m no drubber). 1732 Hume Ess. 
<$> Treat. (1777) I. 266 To hear. .Jupiter threaten Juno with 
a sound drubbing. 1769 Junius Lett, xxiii. 108 note. Sir 
Edward Hawke had given the French a drubbing. 1784 
Lett, to Honoria <4 M. II. 36 Who had just suffered a hearty 
drubbing-bout. 1814 Scott Wav. xxxiv, Beyond the capa- 
city of the drubber of sheep-skin. 1871 J. C. Jeaffrjsson 
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Ann. Oxford I. xx. 313 The classical drubbings which 
pupils underwent. 

Drub, sb. ff. Drub v .] A stroke given in 
punishment or in fighting, esp. with a cudgel; 
a thump ; ** Bastinado i. 

1663 Butler Hud. 1. iii. 751 The blows and drubs I have 
received. 1678 Ibid. iii. i. 1360 The drubs he had so freely 
dealt. 1687 Land. Gaz. No. 2237/1 A Bustangee..had, 
after receiving 500 Drubs, been obliged to comply with the 
Grand Signior’s Command. 1703 Maundrell Journ. 
Jems. (1721) 30 It might cost him fifty, perhaps one. hun- 
dred drubs on his bare feet. 1780-86 Wolcott (P. Pindar) 
Odes R. Academicians Wks. 1790 I. 8 Herculean Gentle- 
men 1 I dread your drubs, a 1845 Voo'oIrishSchoolm. xix, 
The Pedagogue, with sudden drub, Smites his scald head. 

t Brabble, &rable, v. Obs. Also drobyl. 
[app. an alteration of trouble, F. troubler, under 
the influence of native words : see next.] trans. 
To trouble, disturb. 

a 1340 Hamfole Psalter ix. 6 Drubild stiryngs of pryde. 
Ibid, xxxviii. 9 Broght til drublynge of warldis werkis. 
c 1400 tr. Secreta Secret Gov. Lordsh. (E. E. T. S.l 100 
Wharof j?e kyng was mekyll drobyld. c 1440 Promp. Parv , 
133/2 Drubblyn, or torblyn watur . . turbo. 1366 Drant 
Horace, Sat. (u i. 60) Him needes not draw the drubbled 
dreggs of fawle by durtye poole (limo turbatam . . aquani). 

f Drxrbly, ct. Obs. Also drob(e)ly. [app. a 
blending of ME. trobly , Troubly from French, 
and OE. drbf, drSfiic (ME. *drov(e)ly) turbid, dis- 
turbed. See also Drumly.] Turbid, troubled. 

a 1340 Hamfole Psalter xv. 5 Warldis men drynkis. .]?e 
drubly delitis of lychery & couaitys. c 1400 Maundev. 
(Roxb.) vii. 27 If J>e water be clere. ; J>e bawme es gude, and, 
if it be thikk and drubly, it es sophisticate, c 1440 Promp . 
Parv. 132/2 Drobly, or drubly , turbulentus, turbidus. 
1500-20 Dunbar Poems lxix. 1 Thir dirk and drublie dayis. 
Hence f BnvMiness. 

c 1440 Promp. Parv. 133/2 Drublynesse, turbulencia, 
feculencia. 

t Drirbman. Obs. rare . An officer who ad- 
m inisters the bastinado. 

1629 Capt. Smith Trav. ff Adv. xii. 24 The Tymor 
Bashaw.. caused his Drub-man to strip him naked. 

Drucken, Sc. and north, dial. f. Drunken. 
Drudge (dr 27 d, 5 ), sb. Also 6 drugge, drug. 
[The derivation of this and the associated vb. is 
obscure: the sb. is known 01500, the vb. about 
50 years later. As a rarer form of both, drngge, 
drug is also found 1550-1650. The forms and 
sense would both be satisfied by an OE. sb. *drycgca 
* labourer from *dryge :-*drugi-z 1 labour from 
grade drug- of drdogan to work, etc. (Dree zk), 
(cf. lyre , scyte, from ldosan,sciotan, etc.) ; or by an 
OE. vb. *drycgcan , WGer. *druggjan *drugjan , 

from same vb. ; but of these no actual trace has 
been found either in OE. or ME.] 

One employed in mean, servile, or distasteful 
work: a slave, a hack; a hard toiler. 

1494 Fabyan Chron . vit. 497 Many they held as drudges 
and captyues. 1530 Palsgr. 215/2 Drudge, a woman ser- 
vaunt, drugs, ineschine. 1579-80 North Plutarch (1676) 
791 Getting their living as drudges and slaves, to do most 
vile Service. 1691 Wood Ath. Oxon. II. 705 He was the 
common drudge of the University, .to make, correct, or 
review the Latine Sermons, .before they were to be de- 
livered. 1753 Johnson, Lexicographer, a writer of diction- 
aries ; a harmless drudge, that busies himself in tracing 
the original, and detailing the signification of words. 1771 
Smollett Humph. Cl. (1815) Si, I was not born to be the 
household drudge. 1859 Holland Gold F. xxvi. 326 The 
Pastor, .is required to be the hardest drudge in his parish. 

j3. 1552 Huloet, Drudge, or drugge, or vile seruant in a 
house, whych doth all the vyle sendee. 1592 Greene 
Disput . 31 At these wise words spoken by so base a drug 
ashismayd. [Cf. 1607 Shaks. Timon iv. iii. 254.3 
fig. 1573 Tusser Hush. vi. (1878) 15, I [Husbandry] seeme 
but a drudge, yet. . To such as can vse me, great wealth I 
do bring. X63Z Lithgow Trav. 11. 73 Destiny is no mans 
drudge. 1871 Morley Voltaire (1886) 13 Discrowning 
sovereign reason to be the serving drudge of superstition, 
b. attrib. and Comb. 

1742 Jarvis Quix. 1. i. (1885) 41 Rozinante. Note, From 
Rosin , a common drudge-horse, and ante, before. 1840 
Mill Dies. $ Disc. (1875/I. 465 The., drudge-like aversion 
to change. 

Hence (nonce-wds.') Dra-dgiaal a .» belonging to 
a drudge ; Drtfdgism, the practice of a drudge. 

1831 Carlyle Sart. Res. in. x, Dandiacal Self- worship or 
Demon-worship, and Poor-Slavish or Drudgical Earth- 
worship, or whatever that same Drudgism may be. 

Drudge (drz?d5), v. Also 6-7 drugge, drug, 
[app. f. prec. sb. But cf. Norw. drugga to go 
laboriously, bent over and with bending knees, as 
under a heavy burden. (Ross.) 

Both drudge and Drug v. 1 , were in early times spelt 
drugge : so that there are cases in which it is difficult to be 
certain which word is meant. It is esp. so with the two 
ME. instances (a 1240 and c 1386) which are left provision- 
ally under Drug v. 1 , but of which one or both may possibly 
belong here.] 

1 . intr. To perform mean or servile tasks; to 
work hard or slavishly ; to toil at laborious and 
distasteful work. 

1348 [see Drudging ppl. a.]. 1353 W. Watreman Fardle 
Facions App. 345 The labouryng manne that toileth and 
drudgeth with ms body. 1604 R, Cawdrey Table Alpk. 
(1613), Drudge, toyle. 1654 Whitlock Zootomia 188 The 
World is but his Slave, .to drudge to his Necessity. 1791 Bos- 
well Johnson an. tj$z (1831) I. 213 While her husband was 


drudginginthesmokeofLondon. 1868 M. VATTimN Academ 
Org. v. 234 College-tutors do indeed work ; they drudge. * 

2 . trans. To subject to drudgery, rare. 

1847 Bushnell Chr. Ntirt. 11. vi. (1861) 349 He will even 
drudge himself to serve it. 1847 R. W. Hamilton Disa 
Sabbath v. (1848) 163 A hardness of heart which cares not 
how his brother-man is drudged. 

3 . Drudge out , to periorm as drudgerv; drudge 
away , over , to pass in drudgery; drudge down 
to repress with drudgery. 

1643 Milton Tetrachf 1851) 254 The end of the command- 
ment is charity., not the drudging out a poore and 
worthlesse duty forc't from us. 1682 Otway Venice Pre. 
served 11. (1735) 37 Rise to our toils and drudge away the 
day. a 1735 Granville (J.), What is an age, in dull renown 
drudg’d o er ? 1862 A thenaeum 30 Aug. 282 Rouse the in- 

dependent faculties of the student's mind,— -not, as now 
mechanically drudge them down. 1 

Hence Drudged ppl. a., set to laborious or ser- 
vile tasks; Drrrdging vbl. sb., drudgery; also 
Dru dger, one who drudges; f Drxrdge-pudding, 
a kitchen drudge. 

1612-15 Bp. Hall Contempt., N. T. iv. I, Life.. spent In a 
continual drudging for edification. 1710 Brit. Apollo l\. 
No. 105, s/s^Condemn'd to Drudging. 1737 Ozell Rabelais 
II. 225 A Kitchen-slave, a Drudge-puddmg. 1755 Johnson, 
Drudyer ; a mean labourer. 1831 D. Jerroi.d St. Giles xx, 
2x0 The drudged horse stood meek and passive in the field. 
1885 Mabel Collins Pre- Hist. Woman ix, A mere drudger 
for daily bread. 

Drudge, drudger, obs. ff. Dredge, Dredger. 
Drudgery (ditrdgsri). Also 6 droudgery, 
6-7 druggery. [f. Drudge sb. + -ery ; cf. slavery l\ 
The occupation of adrudge ; mean or servile labour; 
wearisome toil ; dull or distasteful work. 

i55 ° Crowley Inform. # Petit. 557 To tyll the grounde 
and doe your other droudgery.. 1633 Gr. Herbert Temple, 
Elixer v, A servant with this clause Makes drudgerie 
divine. 1652-62 Heylin Cosmogr. it. (1682,' 183 Who put 
them to all Drudgeries and servile Works. 1791 Boswell 
Johnson 10 Apr. an. 1753, He now relieved the drudgery 
ofhis Dictionary., by taking an active part in the composi- 
tion of ‘The. Adventurer’. 1879 M. Pattison Milton xii. 
163 If there is any literary drudgery more mechanical than 
another, it is generally supposed to be that of making 
a dictionary. 1890 W. C. Gannett Blessed be Drudg- 
ery 15 Drudgery is the gray Angel of Success. 

js. 1398 Fi.omo,Marrufiino, the yoongest premise in a 
house, one that is put to all druggerie. 1634 Whitlock 
Zootomia 297 Avaricious plenty is its own Tasker .. whose 
Druggery and Time to serve God cannot consist together, 
b. attrib., as in f drudgery . work , servant. 

1 6zx Burton Anai. Mel. 1. ii. 1. ii. (1651) 42 Familiar spi« 
rits, which are there said to be conversant with men, and do 
their drudgery works, a 1634 Selden Table-T. (Arb.) 88 
They that do drudgery-work. 1801 Gabrielli Mysler. 
Hush. IV. 119 A mere drudgery servant. 

Drudging, vbl. sb. : see under Drudge v. 

Drudging (drzrd^iq). ppl. a. Also 6 drugging, 
[f. Drudge v. + -ikg 2 .] That drudges; of the 
nature of drudgery; toilsome, laborious. 

1548 Cranmer Catech. 40 These small and druggynge 
workes. 1549 Coverdale, etc. Erasm. Par. t Pei. 8 
She was hys wyfe, & not his drudgeing hande.mayde, 
1632 Milton L' Allegro *05 How the drudging Goblin sweat, 
To earn his cream-bowl duly set. 1894 W. J. Dawson 
Making of Manhood 88 A drudging attention to details. 

Hence Brxrdgingrly adv. 

1678 Cudworth hit ell. Syst. 149 That He should ..do all 
the meanest and triflingest things Himself drudgingly. 1864 
Times 12 Aug. 4 He. had collected, lovingly rather than 
drudgingly, the materials for a new edition. 

Drue, obs. form of drezv, pa. t. of Draw v. 

Drue, early ME. form of* Dry. 

t Bruery, drary. Obs. Forms : a. 3-4 druery, 
-rio, driwerie, drywery, -orie, 4 drew-, drou-, 
druwery(e; 0 . 3-5 drury,-ri, 4dreury,drwry(e, 
4-5 drurie, -rye, drewri(e, -ry, drowry, 5 
droury, drewre, 6 Sc. drou-, drowrie, (9 Sc. 
drurie). [a. OF. druerie, droeiie , druirie love, 
friendship ( — It. dntderia, med.L. drudaria Du 
Cange), f. dru, drut, friend : see Drut.] 

1 . Love, esp. sexual love love-making, courtship ; 
often, illicit love, amour. 

a X225 Ancr. R. 330 Uor he deore driwerie ]>et he JhaueS 
to his deore spuse, pet is, to he clean e soule. c 1275 Sinners 
Beware 158 in O. E. Misc. 77 peos prude leuedies j>at 
luuyeh drywories. And brekeh spusynge. c 1300 Cursor M. 
23786 (Edin.) A litii lust, A drewri [v.rr. druri, dreun, 
dreury] h a t es hot a dust. 1375 Barbour Bruce s iii. 498 
Than mycht he weill ask ane lady tlir amouris and hir 
drowry. c 1386 Chaucer Sir Thopas 184 Of ladies love and 
druerie Anon I wol you tell, c 1460 Launfial 995 That he 
never, yn no folye, Besofte the quene of no drurye. . 

2 . A love-token, keepsake, gift, present. (In Sc. 
confused in sense with dowery : see Drowrie.) 

a 1225 Ancr. R. 250 pis was his driwerie het he bileauede 
and gef ham in his departunge. 13. . K. A lie. 7610 By 
special messangere, Y wol sende hire love-drewry. 

How Marchande dyd hys Wyfe betray 32 in Hazl. E.P. P. 
1. 197 That y my3t the bye some ryche drewre. 1550 Lyn* 
desay Sqr. Meldrum 1003 He gaif hir ane lufe drowrie, 
Ane ring set with ane riche rubie. 1560 Holland Lrt. 
Venus iv. 562 Of thy auld Name I the deprive.. lo thy 
Drourie, and callis the Dalience. 

3 . A beloved person, < love , J sweetheart. 

c 1315 Shoreham 131 Thou [Mary] art Crystes o.3ene drury. 
13.. K. A Us. 2214 Mony mon ther les his brothir .. Muny 
maide hire drewery. a 1400 Relig. Pieces fir. Thornton MS. 
(1867) 74 Tesu my dere, and my drewrye. c 1450 HenrysoN 
Mor. Fab. 19 You was our drowrie and our dayes darling. 
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4. Abeloved, prized, or precious thing, a treasure. 
a 1300 Cursor M. 21372 Quen it [the cross] had ben tua 
hundret yere AI vnder mold, J?at druri dere..He did be 
funden thoru a vvijf. 1340 Hampole Pr. Cause. 7825 pare 
es alkyn druryes and ryehesce. 1362 Lancl. P. PI. A. 1. 
85 Troupe is pe Beste . . Hit is as derworpe a drurie as 
deore god hitn-seluen. a 1400 Relig. Pieces fr. Thornton 
MS. (1867) 87 So was pou daynte as drowry derely endent. 

Drug (drag), st >. 1 Forms: (pi . ) (4 dragges), 
4-6 drogges, drouges, 6 dxougges, Sc. droggis, 
drogis,droigis, 6-7 drugges, 7 drogues, drougs, 

8 druggs, 8-9 Sc. drogs, 7- drugs ; (sing.) 6-7 
drugge, 7 drogue, 7- drug. [ME. a. F. drogue 
(14th c. in Hatz.-Darm.) a Com. Rom. word (Pr. 
drogua, Sp., It. droga ) : ulterior origin uncertain. 

The suggestion of Diez, that the source is Du. droog, 
MDu, droge , drooch, Kalian droogh 1 dry*, is doubted by 
Kluge and Franck. In i4-i5th c. there is scribal coi .fusion 
in Eng. MSS. between drogge and dragge — Dredge $£.-] 

1 . An original, simple, medicinal substance, or- 
ganic or inorganic, whether used by itself in its 
natural condition or prepared by art, or as an 
ingredient in a medicine or medicament. Formerly 
used more widely to include all ingredients used in 
chemistry, pharmacy, dyeing, and the arts generally, 
as still in French. In early use always in the pi. : 
cf. spices. (So in Fr.) 

[1327 Close RotC 1 Edw. Ill , 1. mem. 23 Novern balas de 
drogges de spicerie.] ^ 1377 Langl. P. PL B. xx. 173 And 
dryuen awey deth with dy as and dragges [v.r. drogges; 
C. xxm. 174 drogges, v.rr. drouges, dragges]. c 1386 
Chaucer Prat. 428 Apothecaries To sende him drogges 
[3 MSS. drugges, Hart, dragges]. 1398 Trevisa Barth. 
De P. R. xvii. xix. 614 By cause of stronge drouges 
[(1495 ) printed dreuges]. 1513 Douglas AEneis xn. Prol. 
144 Hailsum of smell as ony spicery, Tryakle, droggis, or 
electuary. 1533 Elyot Cast. Iielthe n. viii. (1539) 22 b, 
The traffyke of spyce and sondry drouges. 1555 Eden 
Decades 239 Apothecaries drugges. 1563 WinJet Wks. 
(1890) II. 12 An apothecaris buyth Ful of al kynd of droigis, 
bayth of delicat spycerie and of rady poysoun. 1577 Har- 
rison England u. xx. (1877) 1. 327 Our continuall desire of 
strange drugs. 1611 Cory at Crudities 262 All the women 
of Venice .. vse to annoint their haire with oyle, or some 
other drugs. 1611 Bible 7'ransl. Pref. 3 Men talke of 
Catholicon the drugge that it is in stead of all purges. 
1648 Gage West Ind. xvii. 113 Much Cacao, Achiotte, and 
drugs for Chocolatte . . also Apothecary drugs, as Zarza- 
parilla. 1682 Loud. Gaz. No. 1750/4 Tea and other Drugs at 
reasonable rates, a 1704 T. Brown Sat. Quack Wks. 1730 
I. 63 Thy druggs alone the fatal work had done. 1727-51 
Chambers CycL, Drug ; in commerce, a general name for all 
spices, and other commodities, brought from distant coun- 
tries, and used in the business of medicine, dying, and the 
mechanic arts. 1776 Adam Smith W. N. 1. xi. (1869) I. 
215 Tea . . was a drug very little used in Europe before the 
middle of the last century. 1842 Tennyson Two Voices 56 
What drug can make A wither’d palsy cease to shake? 

2 . A commodity which is no longer in demand, 
and so has lost its value or become unsaleable. 
(Now usually a drug in the market.) 

[It is questionable if this is the same word. Quot. 1760 
implies it; but it may possibly be only a witty play on the 
word : see also Fuller’s contrast of drugs and dainties.] 
a 1661 Fuller Worthies iv. (1662) 54 [He] made such a 
vent for Welsh Cottons, that what he found Drugs at home, 
he left Dainties beyond Sea. 1671 Narborough Jrul. in 
Acc. Sev. Late Voy. 1. (1711) 151 We might send our 
English Cloth, which now is grown a Drug. 1673 Temple 
Ess. Irel. Wks. 1731 1 . 116 Horses in Ireland are a Drug, 
but might be improved to a Commodity. 1704 J. Lo- 
gan in Pa. Hist. Soc. Mem. IX. 278 Wheat.. bears no 
price, and^ bread and flour is a very drug, 1719 De Foe 
Crusoe 1. iv, I smil’d to my self at the Sight of this Money. 
0 Drug! said I aloud, what art thou good for? 1760 
Murphy Way to Keep Him 1, A wife’s a drug now; mere 
tar- water, with every virtue under heaven, but nobody takes 
it. 1824 W. Irving T. Trav. I. an They told me poetry 
was a mere drug ; every body wrote poetry. 1840 Hood 
Up Rhine 163 Quite a drug in the market. 

3 . Comb., as drug-compounder \ -grinder , - house , 
-mill, - seller , -shop, -store, etc. ; drugman, a man. 
who deals in drugs, an apothecary, 

1588 T. B. La Primaud. Fr. Acad. 1, 698 Apothecarie, 
drug-seller and such like. 1611 Shaks. Cymb. hi. iv. 15 
That Drug-damn’d Italy, hath out-craftled him. a 1810 
Tannahill Poems (1846) 87 Mak’st. .drugmen brew the 
poisoning dose. 1842 Abdy Water Cure (1843) 162 The 
drug-compounder and the plaster-spreader. 1865 Dickens 
Mut. Fr. 1. iv, Clerk in the drug-house. 1886 Pall Mall 
G. 20 Apr. 8/1 Messrs. Jordan and Co., Drug grinders. 

Hence Dm g-ftxl a., full of drugs, having plenty 
of drugs ; Dnrgless a., without drugs. 

1877 Blackie Wise Men 150 That so the drugful leech 
Might profit me the more. 1880 Browning Dram. Idylls 
Ser. 11. Doctor — - 99 Whether drugged or left Drugless, the 
patient always lived, nor died. 

Drug 1 , sbf [Allied to Drug vP ; cf. also Drag 
.tA] 1. A low truck for the carriage of timber and 
other heavy articles ; cf. Drag sb. 1 c and d. 

1677 Moxon Meek. Exerc. (1703) 125 The Drug, .is made 
somewhat Jike a low narrow Carr. It is used for the car- 
riage of Timber, and then is drawn . . by two or more Men. 
1688 R. Holme Armoury in. 355/2. 1787 W. Marshall 
East Nor/ Gloss., Drug , a four-wheeled timber carriage. 
1878 in F. S. Williams Midi. Railw. 499 We managed that 
on a drug— a four wheeled timber wagon sort of thing. 

2 . A drag for a vehicle ; = Deag sb. 3 c. dial. 
1880 in W. Cornwall Gloss. 

3 . Comb, -t* Drug-carriage = sense 1 ; + drug- 
saw, a cross-cut saw: cf. drag- saw (Drag sb. 9). 

*578 Inv. Roy. Wardr. [1815) 255 (Jam.) Ane litle drug 


saw for wrichtis. 1665 J. Webb Sfone-Heng (1725) 214 In 
all likelihood, they were brought thither on Drug-Carriages. 

? 17.. Acc. Depredat. on Clan Campbell (1816) 53 (jam.) 
Drug-saw, bow saw, and others. 

Drug, sb$ var. of Drogue. 
t Drugs v - 1 Obs. ex c- dial. Also 3-6 drugge, 
[Common from £1500 in Sc.; also in mod.Eng. 
dialects. Of uncertain origin. 

In Sc. and Eng. dial, use, app. a variant of Drag v. ; 
but the two ME. instances are earlier than any- known 
examples of drag, and may have some different origin. One 
or both may possibly belong to Drudge v of which, also, 
drugge was an early spelling.] 

To pull forcibly, to drag, (trans. and intri) 

[a 1240 Lofsong in Cott. Horn. 207 Bi his owune rode, on 
his sofie schuldres, so herde druggunge. c 1386 Chaucer 
Knits T. 558 At the gate he profreth his seruyse To drugge 
\Camb. MS. drogge] and drawe what so men. wol deuyse]. 
1500-20 Dunbar Poems xxxiii, 70 Evirthe cuschettis at him 
tuggit, The rukis him rent, the ravynis himdmggit. Ibid. lxi. 
32, 1 am ane auld horss, as 3e knavv That evir in duill dois drug 
and draw. 1513 Douglas JEneis 11. iv. 84 And for to drug 
and draw wald neuer irk. 1603 V Marston Pasquil <§* Kaih. 

1, 312 If all the Brewers jades in the Towne can drugge me 
from loue of my selfe. 1794 T. Davis Agric. Wilts (1818) 
258-68 Dmtgging timber, drawing [timber] out of the wood 
under a pair of wheels. 

Drug (drag), vf [f. Drug jA 1 ] 

1 . trans. To mix or adulterate (food or drink) 
with a drug, esp. a narcotic or poisonous drug. 

1605 Shaks. Macb. ,11. ii. 7, I haue drugg’d their Possets, 
That Death and Nature doe contend about them. 1828 
Scott F. M. Perth xv. What would it have cost me. .so to 
have drugged that balm, as should have made your arm rot? 
1855 Motley Dutch Rep. (iB6x) II. 263 Montigny s meat 
and drink, they said, should be daily drugged. 

Jig. 1871 R.”Ellis Catullus xliv. 11 A speech of his, pure 
poison, every line deep-drugg’d. 

2 . To administer drugs to (a person\ esp. for the 
purpose of stupefying or poisoning him. Also Jig. 

a 1730 Fenton To Knt. of Sable Shield (R.), Whom 
he has drugg’d to sure repose. 1791 Covvper Odyss. 11. 434 
Some baneful herb Which cast into our cup shall drug us 
all. 1883 Law Rep. ix Q. Bench Div. 598 No one had 
been drugged on the night when the house was broken into. 

b. To administer something nauseous to ; to 
nauseate. 

1667 Milton P. L. x. 567 Drugd as oft. With hatefullest 
disrelish. 1812 Byron Ch. Har. 1. vi, With pleasure drugg’d, 
he almost long’d for woe. 

Hence Drugged ppl. a. ; Dru*gging vbl. sb. and 
ppl. a. 

1610 B. Jonson Alck. ii. i, Past all the doses of your drug- 
ging doctors. 1871 Tyndall Fragm. Sc. (18791 1 . xxii. 504 
The drugged soul is beyond the reach of reason. 1875 
Jowett Plato (ed. 2) I. 169 The physician’s use of burning, 
cutting, drugging, and starving, a 1880 Geo. Eliot in Pall 
Mall G. (1885) 9 Feb., Brewers with their drugged ale. 
Drag, Braggery, -ing, obs. ff. Drudge, etc. 
Drag(g)a-, druggerman, obs. ff. Dragomah. 
f Druggard. Obs. [? f. Drug vf\ ? = Druggle. 
15.. Pore kelpe 313 in Hazl. E. P. P. III. 263 Maister 
huggarde Doth shewe hymselfe no sluggarde. Nor yet no 
dronken druggarde. 

t Bruggare. Sc. Obs. [perh. f drug, obs. Sc. 
f. Drudge.] ? — Drudger. (But cf. prec.) 

1423 Jas. I Kingis Q. civ. The slawe ase, the druggare 
beste of pyne. 

Drugger (dra'gai). Also 6 druggier, -eir. [f. 
Drug sb. 1 (in sense 2 f. Drug vj) + er 1, -ier. Cf. 
F. drogueur in both senses.] 
f 1 . A dealer in drags, a druggist. Obs. 

1594 Nashe Terrors Nt. Eij, The hungrie druggier.. 
agrees to anything, and to Court he goes. 1596 — Saffron 
Walden 109 Another craftie mortring Druggeir. 1610 
B. Jonson Alch. iv. vii, He owes this honest Drugger here 
seven pound ., [for] Tabacco, 1628 Earle Microcosm 
Meer dull Physician (Arb.) 25 Then follows a writ to his 
drugger in a strange tongue. 1845 S. Nayler Reynard 
Introd. 42 The prefate, the lawyer, the drugger, are here 
fitted to their hearts' content. 

2 . One who administers a drag. 

1836 E. Howard R. Reefer 1 , I became .. lethargically 
drowsy . . They are skilful druggers. 1893 Daily News 16 
Dec. 5/1 The child was observed by this persistent drugger 
. .to be * red all over'. 

Druggery (dr^-gsri). Also (Sc.) 6 drogarie, 
9 droguery. [a. F. droguerie (1462 in Godef.), 
f. drogue drag : see -ery.] 

1 . Drugs collectively ; medicine, physic. 

1535 Stewart Cron. Scot. III. 279 Till all seik men ortha 
get drogarie. 155a Abp. Hamilton Catech. (1884) 11 Pote- 
gareis that sellis corrugpit drogaris. 1611 Cotgr., Dro- 
gueries, drugs, druggeries, confections. 1822 Galt Sir A. 
Wylie 111. xxxiii. 285 Nane o’ the droguery nor the roguery 
o’ doctors for me. 1891 G. Meredith One of our Conq . I. 
vii. 118 Awful combinations in druggery. 

2 . A place where drugs are kept for sale or use. 

1865 W. G. Palgrave Arabia I. 422 My druggery and 

consultation-room. 

Drugget (drzrget). Also 6 Sc. droggitt, 
drogatt, 8-9 druggit. [a. F. droguet (1555 in 
Hatz.-Darm.), thence, prob., Sp. droguete, It. 
droghetto, Ger. droguett Ulterior origin unknown. 

Littre suggests derivation from drogue drug as * a stuff of 
little value ’ ; some English writers have assumed a deriva- 
tion from Drogheda in Ireland, but this is mere wanton, 
conjecture, without any historical basis.] 

1 . a. Formerly, a kind of stuff, all of wool, or 
mixed of wool and silk or wool and linen, used for 


wearing apparel, b. Now, a coarse woollen stuff 
used for floor-coverings, table-cloths, etc. 

1580 Lady Errol Let. in Mrs. Pratt Buchan (1858) App. 
322 Ane pair of drogatt courtingis. Ibid. 323 Ane pair of 
courtingis of b[l]ew & quhytt droggitt. 3672 Eachard 
Obseru. Answ.Cont. Clergy , One that is in canonical black 
may.. see as far into a millstone, as he that wears a li^ht 
drugget. 1682 Lend. Gaz. No. 1762/ 4 Several Pieces of Rich 
Silk Druggets, Serge- Wale, Thred Druggets. 1714 k'r. 
Bk. of Rates 378 Druggets of Wool, and Thread and Wool. 
1721 Swift Ep. to Play Wks. 1755 III. il 182 In drugget 
drest, of thirteen pence a yard, See Philip’s son. 3727-51 
Chambers CycL, Drugget.. a sort of stuff, very thin, and 
narrow, usually all wool, and sometimes half wool and half 
silk.. woven on a worsted chaim 1745 Genii. Mag. 99/1 , I 
remember plain John Dryden.rin one uniform cloatfiing of 
Norwich drugget. 1832 Lytton Eugene A. in. iv, He wore 
a spencer of a light brown drugget. 1877 M. JVL Grant 
Sun-Maid i, A wide corridor, carpeied with warm crimson 
drugget. 3882 Beck Draper's Diet, s.v., Twilled druggets 
were, .known in trade as corded druggets, but when of linen 
warp and woollen weft, as threaded druggets. 

2 , f a. A garment or suit of drugget, b. A carpet 
or floorcloth of drugget. 

1713 Steele Guardian No. 147 v 1 He was married in a 
plain drugget. 1859 Mrs. Carlyle Lett. III. xo Putting 
down the drugget in the drawing-room. 1870 Miss Bridg- 
man Ro. Lynne xiii, The carpets . . remained hidden from, 
sight by the cleanest of druggets. 

3 . attrib. Made of drugget. 

3580 [see 1]. 1675 Lond. Gaz. No. 980/4 A Drugget Sute 
lined with green. 3836 Sir G. Head Home Tour 160 
Dressed in easy loose-htting costume, viz. a drugget pear 
jacket and wide trowsers. 1873 Black Pr. Thule xxv. 427 
A young lady, dressed in a drugget petticoat. 

4 z. Comb., as drugget-maker. 

3709 Lond. Gaz. No. 4594/4 Thomas Twalte, late a 
Drugget maker. 

Hence I>nrg , g , eted ppl. a., covered or carpeted 
with drugget ; Bra g'geting* sense 1 b. 

3890 Sale-Catal. (Derby), Carpet.. Red druggeting. 1893 
Cornk. Mag. J an. 29 The drawing-room . . is bare of furni- 
ture, and druggeted for Edith’s skirt-dancing party. 

t Brix-ggish, a. Obs. raz^e. [f. Drug 
+ -ISH.] Of the nature of a drag. 

3600 W. Vaughan Direct. Health (1633) 80 Take heed of 
the black druggish Tobacco. 3703 J. Law Counc. Trade 
(1751) xo8 However low and drugish the price of fish, 
might be. 

Druggist (drzrgist). Also 7 drouguist. [a. F. 
droguiste (1549 Hatz.-Darm.), f. drogue drug; 
see -1ST.] One who sells or deals in drugs. 

In Scotland and United States the usual name for a phar- 
maceutical chemist. Chemist and druggist : see Chemist 4. 

1611 Cotgr., Drogueur , a druggist, or drug-seller. 1639 
J. W. tr. Guibert's Physic y 1. 10 Two pennyworth of Sene 
. . which they may have at the Apothecaries or drouguists. 
3652 Gaule Magastrom. 360 Two chymists had agreed upon 
a cheat, that one of them should turn druggist, and sell 
strange roots and powders. . 1709 Addison Tailer No. 
131 v 3 That this new Corporation of Druggists had inflamed 
the Bills of Mortality and puzzled the College of Physicians' 
with Diseases, for which they neither knew a Name or Cure. 
1799 Med. Jrnl. II. 323 Mr. Brown, Wholesale Chemist and 
Druggist. 1802 Ibid. VIII. 247 Compounding and vending 
medicines in the shop of a druggist or an apothecary. 

Drirggister. Obs. exc. dial. [f. prec.; cf. 
barrister, chorister.] ~ Druggist. 

3632 Sherwood, A Druggister, drogueur. 3679 Filmer 
Free-holder 325 The Septuagint have translated a Witch, 
an Apothecary, a Druggister, one that compounds poisons. 
3877 N. W. Line. Gloss., Druggister, a druggist. 

f Druggie. Obs. Also 7 druggel(l. [? f. 
Dkug v.i\ A term of contempt: app. —A heavy, 
stupid, spiritless, or cowardly fellow. Hence 
f Druggie-Leaded, f Bmggly adjs. 

1611 Cotgr., Bustarin , a great lubber, thicke druggell. 
Ibid., Retrousse, thicke and short, druggellie. 1653 Urqu- 
hart Rabelais 1. xxv, Slapsauce Fellows, slabberdegullion 
Druggels, Iubbardly Louts. 3708 Motteux Rabelais iv. 
lxvi, (1737) 272 Thou forlorn druggie-headed Sneaks-by l 

Druggy (drirgi), a. [f. Drug sb . 1 + -y.] 

1 . Of, pertaining to, or of the nature of drugs 
or medicinal substances. 

1583. Stubbes Anai. Abus. 11. (1882) 55 It is hard to get 
anything of them [apothecaries] that is right pure and 
good of it selfe, but druggie baggage, and such counterfait 
stuffe as is starke naught. 3632 Quarles Div. Fancies in. 
lxxxviii. (1660) 136 His loathed Potion , . W hose druggy 
taste goes so against their mind. 3890 H. James tr. 
Daudet's Port Tarascon 1. vi. The druggy aroma. 

2 . Error or misprint for Dreggy. 

3599 Middleton Micro-Cynicon Wks. VIII. it6 Druggy 
lees, mix’d with the liquid flood. 3627-47 Feltham Resolves 
1. xix. 66 Transcending the sense of the druggie flesh. 

Drughe, obs. f. drew, pa. t. of Draw v . 
Brught, dru5t(e, dru^e, obs. ff. Drought. 
Drugman, dragoman, obs. ff. Dragoman. 
t Dragster. Obs. [f. Drug sbf + -ster.] =. 
Druggist. 

1613 Middleton & Dekker Roaring Girl 11. i, With the 
best tricks of any dragster’s wife in England. 3693 Sir 
T. P. Blount Nat. Hist. 215, I have often enquired amongst 
our London Dragsters for Egyptian Nitre. <73720 W. 
Gibson Farrier's Dispens. 1. 1. (1734) 4 It is a small Knotty 
Root, and may be had at any Dragster’s or Apothecary’s. 
3756 W. Toldervy Hist. Two Orphans I. 106. 

Druid (dr£'id), sb. (a.) Also 6-7 Druide, 7 
Druyd. [a. F. druide (1512 in Hatz.-Darm.), 
ad. L. *druida, ? druis, found only in pi., druidse 
druides, in Gr. dpvtSai ; a. OCeltic dental-stem. 
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druid-, whence OIr. drui, dat. and acc. druid , pi. 
druad , mod.Ir. and Gael, draoi (draoidh, druidh, 
gen, druadh) magician, sorcerer, Welsh dryw (also 
derwydd, perh. not the same word). As to the 
ulterior etymology, see Holder, Alt.- Celt, Sprach- 
sckatz s.v.] 

1 . One of an order of men among the ancient 
Celts of Gaul and Britain, who, according to Caesar 
were priests or religious ministers and teachers, but 
who figure in native Irish and Welsh legend as 
magicians, sorcerers, soothsayers, and the like. 
(The English use follows the Latin sources, whence 
it was derived, rather than native Celtic usage.) 
In early use always in plural. 

1563 Golding Caesar vi. (1565) 15s The Druides are occu- 
pied about holy things: they haue the dooing of publicke and 
priuate sacrifices, and do interprets and discusse matters of 
Religion. 1598 Bakckley Felic. Man (1631) 167 A woman . . 
that was a Soothsayer of them which were called Druides. 
160a Hist, Eng, in Harl. Misc , (MallO II. 439 The Druyds, 
lifting up their hands towards heaven, filled the air with 
cries and curses. 1685 Stilungfl. Orig. Brit. ii. 8 The 
last Age hath discovered a famous Urn of one Chyndonax, 
Chief of the Druids. 1728 Young Love Fame in. Wks. 
(1757) xox Like an old Druid from his hollow oak. 1782 
Cowpek Table T. 503 Every hallowed druid was a hard. 
1862 Ecclesiologist XXII I. 279 Curious heads of coloured 
glass commonly called Druids’ beads'. 1892 Gardiner Stud. 
Hist. Eng 1 . 14 In Mona was a sacred place of the Druids. 

2 . Hence in some modern applications, a. A 
priest, religious minister, chaplain, b. A philo- 
sophic bard or poet. 

1710 Addison Tatler No. 25s ? 3 Even the Christmas Pye 
..is often forbidden to the Druid of the Family. cxqj.B 
Collins On Death Thomson i, In yonder grave a Druid 
lies. 1760 Jortin Erasm. II. 94 Who have endeavored to 
serve the public in a way not agreeable to certain Druids. 

e. The appellation of some officers of the Welsh 
Gorsedd. 

1884 Pall Mall G. 20 Feb. 3 Not only was Dr. Price the 
arch-druid loudly cheered, .hut [etc.]. 

d. United Ancient Order of Druids, a secret 
benefit society founded in London in 1781, and 
having now numerous lodges called groves in the 
United Kingdom, America, the Colonies, etc. 

8. at t rib. or as adj. Of or belonging to the 
Druids, Druidic. 

Druid stone , sandstone, the stone of which Stonehenge is 
constructed, grey- weather. 

1670 Milton Hist. Eng. 11. Wks. (1851! 31 If lastly the 
Druid learning honour’d so much among them, were at first 
taught them out of Britain. 1776 Wesley Jml. I Sept., 
Druid altars of enormous size. 1777 Vi arto^ Poems 17 
(Jod. ) Here Poesy . . In druid songs her solemn spirit breath’d. 
1848 Lytton Harold 1. i,Grey Druid stones gleaming through 
the dawn. 1871 Phillips Geol. Oxford xvii. 446 In this 
way perhaps we may account for the ‘ Druid ’ sandstones, 
or ‘Grey Weathers’, or ‘Sarsen stones’ which lie in such 
abundance about Ashdown . . and between Marlborough 
and Avebury. 

f Dru idan. Obs. rare . Also 6 druydan, [£ 
L. *druida + -an.] = Druid. 

(The first form of the word in Eng., transl. L. Druidael) 
1509 Barclay Shyp ofFolys I. 202 As the Druydans [ed. 
*570 Druidans] rennytn in vayne about In theyr mad festes. 

t Brtd'deaii, a. Obs. rare. — Druidic. 

1678 T. Jones Heart £ its Right Sov. 542 The Druidean 
philosophy. 

Druidess (divides). [f. Druid + -ess. Cf. 
mod.F. Druidesse v Dict. Acad. 1835). F. drtiide 
and Eng. Druid were formerly of both genders.] 
A female Druid ; a Druidic prophetess. 

1755 T. Amory Mem. (1769) I. 237 Caesar, .conversed here 
with the Dryades, and Magistri Sapientiae, the Druidesses 
and Druids. 1769 Pennant Zool, (1776) III. 32 (Jod.) Our 
modem Druidesses give much thesame account of th t ovum 
anguinum. 1813 Scott Trierm. in. xxx v, Of merry England 
she, in dress Like ancient British Druidess. *827 G. Hig- 
gins Celtic Druids. 286 The Druidesses are represented to 
have acted like furies. 

Druidic (dmji*dik), a. [ad. L. type *druidic-us : 
see Druid and -ic. Cf. mod.F. druidique , (Diet. 
Acad. 1835).] Of or pertaining to the Druids. 

*773 Gentl. Mag. XLIII. 230 The remains of a stone 
tower, which I apprehend to be a Druidic work. 1803 W. 
Taylor in Ann. Rev. I. 261 The druidic or rather bardic 
order, among the Cimbri, was very literate. 1878 Browning 
Poets Croisic 16 ‘Scraps of Druidic lore *, Sigh scholars. 

Druidical (dn/rdikal), a. =prec. 

*755 W. Cooke (title) An Inquiry into the Patriarchal 
and Druidical Religion, Temples, etc. 1842 Prichard Hat. 
Hist. Man 191 Circles of upright stones, like those which in 
Europe are termed Druidical. 1879 Lubbock Sci, Led. v. 
167 Avebury, the most magnificent of Druidical remains. 

+ Droidish, a. Obs. [-isu.] ^DruidicL 

Holinshed has Druiysh , which be derives ‘ from Druiyas 
(the originall founder of their religion)’. 

1577 Holinshed Descr. Brit. viii. 7 b/2 Places where the 
Druiysh religion was frequented. *725 H . Rowlands Mona 
Antiqua (1766) 226 The Druidish discipline in Gallia. 

Druidism (drzndiz’m). [f. Druid + -ism. Cf. 
F. druidisme (1727 in Hatz.-Darm.).] The re- 
ligious and philosophical system of the Druids. 

X715 M. Davies A then. Brit . I. 287 Fabulous Legends 
and Poetick Druidisms. 1723 H. Rowlands Mona Antiqua 
(1766^ 257 We date and fix the original of Druidism about 
the time of Abraham. 1879 Farrar St. Paul (1883) 340 
They [Galatians] had brought with them into Asia their 
old Druidism. 


Bruidry. rare. [f. Druid + -by.] 

*= Druidism ; Druidic practices. < ... 

1868 Holme Lee B. Godfrey i. 4 The spring festival of 
Druidry. 

Brule, druiije, obs. forms of Dry. 

Brum (drawn ), sbA Forms: 6 drome, droome, 
6-7 dromme, drumm(e, drumb(e, 6- drum. 
[Evidenced c 1540, but not common before Ifi 75 * 
app. preceded in use by drombyllsclad. drombeslade , 
Drumslade, which was very common in 1 6th c. 
It is not certain whether drome , drotnme, drumme 
was an Eng. shortening of that longer name, or an 
independent form corresp. to MDu. tromme, Du. 
trom, MHG. trumme , trumbe , LG. trunime , Da. 
tromme, Sw. irumma drum. Nor is it clear how 
the English forms, app. from the beginning, have 
dr-, while all the continental langs. have tr -. (The 
forms drumbe , drumme, occurring in late MHG., 
and dromm in mod.HG, dialects, have no historical 
contact with the English word.) 

MHG. trumbe , trumme had orig. the sense ‘trumpet’, 
the only sense of OHG. irumba , trump a, corresp. to It. 
tromba , Sp. trompa, F. trompe trumpet (see Trump); so 
that the more general German sense would appear to have 
been * lond-sounding or booming instrument'. Mod.G. 
uses for ‘ drum ’ a derivative form trommel, MHG. irumbel , 
trumel, Du. trommel (beside trom).) 

I. 1 . A musical instrument of the percussive 
class, consisting of a hollow cylindrical or hemi- 
spherical frame of wood or metal, with a ‘head* 
of tightly stretched membrane at one or both ends, 
by the striking of which and the resonance of the 
cavity the sound is produced. 

1541 Nottingham Rec . III. 384 For pleying of hys drome 
afore Master Mayre. .vjd. 1548 Hall Citron., Hen. VIII 
(1809) 678 And sodainly strake up a Dromme or Drounslade. 
a 1553 Gdall Royster D. iv. vii. (Arb.) 74 Now sainct 
George to borow, Drum dubbe a dubbe afore. 1579 Tomson 
Calvin's Semi. Tim. 977/2 Drommes made of their skinnes. 
1590 Spenser F. Q. 1. ix. 41 At sound of morning droome. 
1599 Shaks. Much Ado it. iii. 15, I haue known when there 
was no musicke with him but the drum and the fife, a 1617 
Bayne On Eph. (1658) 13 We hear not the Drumb. 1691 
Ray Creation n. (1701) 271 A membrane, .stretched like the 
head of a drum. 1778 Johnson in Mad. D'Arblay's Diary 
Nov., How should a woman who is as empty as a drum, talk 
upon any other subject? 1817 C. Wolfe Burial Sir % 
Moore i, Not a drum was heard, not a funeral note, As 
his corpse to the rampart we hurried. 1838 Longf. Ps. 
of Life iv, Our hearts. . Still, like muffled drums, are beating 
Funeral marches to the grave. 1844 H. H. Wilson Brit. 
India II. 307 He entered on the following morning . . with 
drums beating, and colours flying. 

b. With various qualifications, as bass, big , 
great, little, long, tenor drum ; also Kettle-, Snare-, 
Table-drum, q. v. Double side-drum (see quot. 
1874). 

2789 Wolcott (P. Pindar) Subj. Paint. Wks. 1812 II. 154, 

I scarcely know The Oboe from the Double Drum. 1794 
Mrs. Radcliffe Myst. Udolpho xxv, [He] plays the great 
drum to admiration. 1874 Knight Diet. Meek. I. 757/1 
The large drum, beaten at both ends, is called a double- 
drum. Those hanging by the side of the drummer are called 
side-drums. x88o Grove's Diet. Mus, s.v., When musicians 
talk of ‘ drums ’ they mean kettledrums, in contradistinction 
to the side drum or bass drum. Ibid., The Bass-drum, .used 
to be called the long-drum. 1893 Selous Trav. S. E. 
Africa 59 They would beat their war drums. 

e. Phrases : f By the drum : by public announce- 
ment, publicly. 

3574 Hellowes Guevara's Earn. Ep. 375 Unto him y‘ 
offered most silver . . the priesthoode was given, as when a 
garment is sold by the drumbe. 1579-80 North Plutarch 
(1676) 465 That.. their Slaves should be openly sold by the 
Drum. 1601 F. Godwin Bps. of Eng. 32 He ; . was woont to 
sell all other ecclesiastical promotions as it were by the 
drum. 1602 Warner Alb. Eng. ix. liii. (1612) 239 Saintish, 
not in Deede, but by the Dromme. 

d. fig. and transf. 

1611 Middleton & Dekker Roaring Girl m. ii, What 
need you, sir, To beate the drumme of my wife’s infamy. 
1663 Butler Hud . 1. i. 11 And, Pulpit, Drum Ecclesiastick, 
Was beat with Fist, instead of a Stick. 3690 Locke Govt. 1. 
Pref. Wks. 1727 II. xox So at last all Times might not have 
Reason to complain of the Drum Ecclesiastic, 

e. Applied to tbe body of a banjo, being like 
a drumhead and of parchment. 

1889 Pall Mall G. 24 Jan. 7/1 The best length is twenty- 
seven inches from nut to drum. . Fixing a skin upon a drum 
■i is a delicate operation requiring considerable patience. 

f. Zool. A natural organ by which an animal 
produces a loud or bass sound ; spec, the hollow 
hyoid bone of the howling monkey. 

1817 [see drum-cover in 13]. 1840 Penny Cy cl. XVI. 37/1 
(Mycetes) To afford room for the bony drum formed by the 
convexity of the os hyoides. 1847 Carpenter Zool. § 159 
The howling Monkeys are distinguished, .by the dilatation 
of the os hyoides into a hollow drum, which communicates 
with the larynx, and gives great additional resonance to 
the voice. 

2 . The sound of the instrument ; also transf,, 
a noise resembling that of a drum. 

1646 F. Hawkins YotctWs Behaviour (1663) 2 Strike not 
up a Drum with thy fingers, or thy feet. 1810 Scott Lady 
- of L. 1. xxxi. And the bittern sound his drum, Booming 
from the sedgy shallow. 1891 Blackw. Mag, Nov. 649 
The drum of his wings as he trees. 

3 , Mil. One who plays the drum; a drummer 
(cf. bayonet , trumpet , etc.). + Also, a small party 


(sometimes the drummer alone) sent with a drum 
to parley with the enemy or to carry a message : obs.). 

3577-87 Holinshed Chron. III. 1x92/1 The lord lieutenant 
. .sent adrum vnto Monsieur Doisell to signifie to him that 
his soldiours had gone further without their bounds than 
they might doo. 1599 Minsheu Sp. Dial, 62/3 Tell the 
drum that he sound to set the watch. 1691 Luttkell Brief 
Rel. (1857) II. 226 Our men.. took prisoners. .150 private 
soldiers, among whom were 6 sergeants, .1 surgeon, and 3 
drumms, 17x1 Addison Sped. No. 165 p 5 The Day after a 
Drum arrived at our Camp, with a Message. 1753 Scots 
Mag. Oct. 525/2 He was appointed Houshold Drum to K. 
William. 1835 J. Wilson A utobiog . 95 note , Amongst them 
[horses], . was a grey one belonging to one of the drums. 

4b. Jack, John, or Tom Drum's entertainment'. 
a rough reception, turning an unwelcome guest out 
of doors. Obs. 

1577-87 Holinshed Hist. Irel. B ij/x (N.) Tom Drum’s 
entertainment, which is, to bale a man in by the head, and 
thrust him out by both the shoulders. 1579 Gosson Sch. 
Abuse (Arb.) 22 Plato . . gaue them all Drummes entertain- 
ment, not suffering them once to shew their faces in a re- 
formed common wealth. x6ox Shaks. All's Well in. vi. 41 
If yougiue him not lohn drummes entertainement. 1603 H, 
Crosse Vertues Commw. (1878) 79 If his backe be poore . . 
and hath neither money nor friends, jhe shall haue Tom 
Drums entertainment. 16x3 J. Taylor in Coryat's Crudities 
(1776) III. Cciij,Not like the entertainment of IackeDrum, 
Who was best welcome when he went his way. 

II. Something resembling a drum or cylinder 
in shape or structure. 

4 . The hollow part of the middle ear; the tym- 
panum ; chiefly in phrase, drum of the ear. 

1615 CAo<>VLz.Body of Man 6xx The outwarde Aire affected 
with the quality of the sounds runneth vpon the Membrane 
or Head of the Drumme. 17x3 Berkeley Hylas P. 1. 
Wks. 1871 1. 272 Motion in the_ external air.. striking on the 
drum of the ear/it causeth a vibration. 1757 Beattie Wolf 
$ Shepherds 31 A Beau. . with loud and everlasting clack, 
[Will] beat your auditory drum. 1879 Calderwood Mind 
# Br. 71 A distinct chamber known as the Drum (tym- 
panum 1 or middle ear. 

5 . Machinery. A cylinder or ‘barrel* round 
which a belt passes or a rope is wound. 

1776 G. Semple Building in Water 36 The Spring that 
locks the Drum to the Shaft. 1858 Lardner Hand-bk.Nat. 
Phil., Hydrost. xix [The rope] is carried two or three 
times round a large vertical drum erected near the well. 
X884 F. J. Britten Watch <§* Clockm. 96 The barrel on 
which the driving cord in turret clocks is wound also 
answers to the name of drum. 1887 Hoffman Tips f 
Tricycl. 8 Abandoning this form of brake for the second 
form — the band and drum on the centre of the axle. 

0 . Applied to drum -shaped parts of many 
machines. Such are the following : 

a. Paper-making, A framework covered with wire 
gauze, having in its interior two suction- tubes by which 
the water, after circulating through the rags, is carried 
away in a constant stream. b. Calico-printing. The 
hollow cylinder or cask in which steam is applied to printed 
fabrics in order to fix the colours, c. A cylindrical cham. 
her used in stoves, flues and heating apparatus, d. The 
cylindrical case which holds the coiled spring of a car-brake, 
e. A doffer Jn a carding-machine. f. The cylindrical beater 
of a thrashing-machine. See also quotations. 

1747 Gentl. Mag XVI. 526/2 A rotatory axis furnish’d 
with fans for making a wind, by turning in a drum. X805 R. 
Somerville Agric. Surv, East Lothian 74 (Jam.) The 
sheaves were carried between an indented drum and a num- 
ber of rollers of the same description ranged round the 
drum. 1846 Greener Sc. Gunnery 305 Then polishing the 
whole in a machine termed a drum, 1853 Caial. Roy, Agric. 
Soc. Show Gloucester 30 Four-horse portable thrashing ma- 
chine . . The drum is of iron with six beaters. x86x Smiles 
Engineers II. xxo. 1888 Pali Mall G, xo July 13/2 
A joint, a pair of chickens, a piece of salmon, with vege- 
tables, each in their separate dishes, were packed one above 
the other in what is called the cooking drum. 1888 Century 
Mag. XXXVI. 887/1 The drum of [a Gatling gun] contains 
302 cartridges, 

7 . Archit. a. The solid part or ‘vase* of the 
Corinthian and Composite capitals, b. The block 
of stone composing one section of the shaft of a 
column (Gwilt). c. The upright part under or 
above a cupola, d. See quot. 1883. 

1727-52 Chambers CycL, Vase, .the body of the Corinthian 
and Composite capital ; called also the tambour, or drum. 
1837 Penny Cycl. IX. 70/1 The height of the drum [of the 
Dome of S. Paul’s] is 62 feet. x86x Miss Beaufort Egypt. 
Sepnlck. <§• Syr. Shrines II. xxiv. 320 Forty of these columns 
are still standing . . and the ground is strewed with their 
fallen drums. 1883 Glasgow Weekly Her. 19 May 1/6 The 
console or drum, as our English clockmakers call the pro- 
jection from the tower [to hold a clock face]. 

8. Various technical applications : a. A sieve 
(see quot. 1706). b. A cylinder of canvas used 
together with a cone as* a storm-signal. C. The 
cylindrical or nearly cylindrical part of an urn or 
other vessel. 

1706 Phillips (ed. Kersey), Drum, .also a fine Sieve, made 
use of by Confectioners, to sift powder’d Sugar, etc. 1725 
Bradley Earn. Diet. s. v. Sieve, A. finer Sieve call’d a Drum. 
1867 Smyth Sailor's Word-bk. s.v. Storm Signal, Fitzroy s 
drum and cone which show the direction of the expected gale* 
1875 Chamb. JmL No. 133. 8 A drum, as well as a cone, is 
considered to denote a very heavy gale approaching trom 
the direction indicated by the cone. 

9 . A cylindrical box or receptacle. 

a. A box in which figs or other dried fruit are packed, 
weighing from i to i of a cwt. b. A large flat tub m which 
cod are packed, c. An iron or tin case for oil or spirits. 

x8i2 J. Smyth Pract. Customs 46 Bristles in drums. ywdL 
75 Figs, 4 drums, X854 Wynter Curios. Civiliz. vi. 215 
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Squeezed into hurdles like figs into a drum. 1858 Sim- 
monds Trade Diet, s.v., The large flat tubs in which fish 
are packed in New Brunswick for the Brazil markets are 
called drums ; each drum contains exactly 128 lbs. of pressed 
codfish, that being the. Portuguese, quintal. 188 x Price List, 
Burning oils are supplied in Casks about 40 gallons each and 
in Iron Drums of about 10 gallons each. 

III. 10 . A 11 assembly of fashionable people at 
a private house, held in the evening : much in 
vogue during the latter half of the 18th and be- 
ginning of the 19th century ; a rout. (See quots.) 
Later, An afternoon tea-party, formerly sometimes 
followed by the larger assembly. Cf. Kettledrum. 

1745 Eliza. Heywood Female Spectator (1748) II. 269 She 
told me, that, when the number of company for play ex- 
ceeded ten tables, it was called a racquet ; if under, it was only 
a rout; and if no more than one or two, it was only a drum. 
1745 Mrs. Montagu Lett. (18x3) III. 37, I wish we had. . 
our vanities, as last year; that by the word Drum we un- 
derstood a polite assembly, and by a Rout, only an engage- 
ment of hoop-petticoats. 1746 Smollett Advice 30 note. 
This is a riotous assembly of fashionable people, of both 
sexes, at a private house, consisting of some hundreds; not 
unaptly stiled a drum, from the noise and emptiness of the 
entertainment. 1749 Fielding Tom Jones xvu. vi, A drum 
then, is an assembly of well dressed persons of both sexes, 
most of whom play at cards, and the rest do nothing at all. 
1779 Mrs. Barbauld Wks. (1825) II. 22 Do you know the 
different terms ? There is a squeeze, a fuss, a drum, a rout, 
and lastly a hurricane, when the whole house is full from 
top to bottom. 1824 Lady Granville Lett . 5 Dec. (1894) I. 
3x7 We went last night to a drum at Rothschild’s. 18 66 
Browning in Mrs. Orr Life 273 , 1 met him at a large party 
..also Carlyle, whom I never met at a ‘drum’ before. 

IV. 11. More fully drum-fish : A name of 
various American scisenoid fishes which have the 
power of making a drumming noise. 

Among these are the ‘ salt-water drum ’ (Pogonias chro- 
mis) found on the Atlantic coast ; the * fresh- water drum ’ 
{Haplodinotus grunniens) of the Mississippi, and lakes of 
the St. Lawrence; the ‘branded drum’, ‘organ-fish’, ‘red- 
fish’, ‘sea-boss' (Scisena ocellatd) of the Gulf States. 

1676 T. Glover in Phil. Trans. XI. 624 There is another 
sort which the English call a Drum ; many of which are 
two foot and a half or three foot long. 1683-4 Robinson 
Ibid. XXIX. 480 Many Tamburo’s or Drum-Fishes. 1775 
Romans H ist. Florida 187 The principal fish here . . is the 
red drum, called in East Florida a bass, and in West Flo- 
rida carp. Ibid. 188 The roes of mullets and black drum. 
1863 Russell Diary North $ South I. 2x0. 1891 W. K. 

Brooks Oyster 106 The drawback to East River oyster- 
planting., is the abundance of enemies with which the beds 
are infested. These consist of drum fish, skates, [etc.]. 

V. attrib. and Comb. 

12. General comb. : a. Simple attrib., as drum - 
beat , -cal^ -cover, - roll , -skin, -tap, etc. b. Like, or 
of the shape of, a drum, or having a part so shaped, 
as drum-capstan, -clock, -net, -pulley, -salt, - shaft , 
-tower, etc. C. Objective and similative, as drum- 
beating, -maker, - player ; drum-like, -shaped adjs. 

1855 Longf. My Lost Youth iv, I remember, .the *drum- 
beat repeated o’er and o’er, and the bugle wild and shrill. 
1893 A thensetim 18 Nov. 697/3 It is time the *drum-beating 
about the deadly peril of the exploit is estimated at that true 
value my brother, .assigned to it. 1762-71 H. Walpole Ver- 
tue’s Anecd. Paint. (178 6) III. 151 He [Sir S. Morland] in- 
vented the *drum-capstands for weighing heavy anchors. 
3:884 F. J. Britten Watch < 5 * Clockm. 96 The escapement 
used in French *Drum Clocks is a continual source of 
trouble to English clock jobbers. 1817 Kirby & Sp. 
Rntomol, II. xxiv. 405 The *drum-covers or opercula [of the 
cicada] from beneath which the sound issues. 1690 Lond. 
Gaz, No. 2582/4 William Grining, *Drum-maker to the 
Office of the Ordnance. 1814 Southey in Q. Rev. XII. 
185 Daffodils or any bright yellow flowers will decoy perch 
into a *drum-net 1580 Hollyband Treas. Fr. Tong, 
Tabourineur, a *drumplaier. 1875 lire's Diet. Arts 1 . 982 
Upon the mam shaft is mounted a cylindrical hollow box or 
*drum pulley. 1887 Pall Mall G. 22 Nov. 3/2 You will see 
war. .without music, without the *drum-roll [etc.]. 1688 
in Willis & Clark Cambridge { 1886) II. 114 One Silver *drum 
Salt with the Colledge Arms on it. 1893 E. H. Barker 
W and. by S. Waters 125 Near to this, under a mediaeval 
*drum-tower, is the gateway of the ‘City of Happiness’. 
1880 A thynmum 20 Nov. 678/3 Musical instruments . . are 
yet readily reducible under three distinct types: 1. The 
*drum type ; 2. The pipe type ; 3. The lyre type, 
lo. Special comb. : drum-armature, a dynamo- 
armature in form of a rotating hollow cylinder; 
drum-boy , -man, the drummer in a band ; drum- 
curb, a cylindrical curb of iron or wood to support 
the brickwork of a shaft ; drum-fish : see 1 1 ; 
drum-hole, the sound-hole in the side of a drum 
with two heads ; drum-line, a line used for catch- 
ing drum-fish ; also drum-fish line ; drum-ring, 
the annular margin of the tympanum of the ear; 
f drmn-room, the room in which a ‘ drum ’ or 
rout is held ; drum-saw, a cylinder- or barrel-saw 
for sawing curved material ; drum-sieve, a sieve 
enclosed in a drum-like box, for sifting fine sub- 
stances without loss or dust : cf. 8 a ; ■+■ drum- 
staff, a drumstick ; drum-wheel, (a) a barrel or 
cylinder round which a rope is coiled ; (b) a water- 
raising current-wheel made in the form of a drum, 
a tympanum; f drum- wine, ?wine sold ‘ by the 
drum ’ : see 1 c. Also Drum-head, -major. 

1890 Wormell Electr. in Serv. Man 269 The *drum 
armature usually consists of a hollow cylinder, which rotates 
with the shaft, and round which the wires are wound parallel 
with the axis of rotation. 1783 Sir M. Hunter Jml. 


(18941 54 A Mrumboy of ours got upon the coop with him. 
i 6 z 6 Bacon Sylva § 142 In Drums, the Closenesse round 
about, .maketh the Noise come forth at the *Drum-hole, 
far more loud, and strong, than if you should strike 
upon the like Skin, extended in the Open Aire. 2794 
Rigging <$• Seamanship I. 64 *Drum-lines, for drums, have 
16 threads. Drum-fish-line has 9 threads. 2867 A tkenseum 
No. 2085. 458/2 A tie of triple drum line. 282s Self In- 
structor 578 The drum-major has the command of all the 
*drum-men. 2877 Burnett Ear 42 The inner and major 
portion of the entire auditory passage, is developed from the 
so-called *drum-ring, annulus tympanicus. 1749 Fielding 
Tom Jones xu ix, The bonny house-maid begins to repair 
the disordered ’‘drum-room. 2582 Marbeck Bk. of Notes 
736 The Priests wold make such a noise with *drumstaves, 
Timbrells, and Tabrets. 2632 Massinger City Madam 
in. i, Yet not find a chapman That in courtesy will bid 
a chop of mutton, Or a pint of *drum-wine for me. 

Bwm, sb.- [a. Gael, and Ir. druim back, ridge.] 
A ridge or ‘ rigg a long narrow hill often 
separating two parallel valleys : a frequent element 
in Scottish and Irish geographical proper names. 
Hence GeoL A term for a long narrow ridge of 
‘drift’ or diluvial formation, usually ascribed to 
glacial action. 

1725 R. Innes Lett, to Bp. Nicolson 2 June 24 The low- 
land of Magilligan is divided into ridges (or, as we call 
them, dryms) of sand. 2797 Statist. Ace. Scot. XIX. 342 
These singular ridges of Nature called here drums. 1833 
Jrnl. Roy. Geol. Soc . Dublin \. 37 The names Drum and 
Drumlin {Dorsum) have been applied to such hills. 2873 
J. Geikie Gt. Ice Age ii. 27 The long parallel ridges, or 
‘sowbacks ' and (drums as they are termed . . invariably 
coincide in direction with the valleys or straths in which 
they lie. 288a Geikie Text-bk. Geol. vi. v. § 1. 889 Round 
the mountainous centres of dispersion it [drift] is apt to 
occur in long ridges or * drums ’ which run in the general 
direction of the rock-striation. 

Brum, v. [f. Drum jA 1 Cf. the analogous Du. 
tronnnen, Da. tromrne , Sw. trumma, G. tromtneln .] 

I. intr. I. To beat or play on a drum. 

2592 Shaks. Rom. <$• Jul. 1. iv. 86 Then anon [she] drums 
in his eares, at which he startes, and wakes. 1602 — A IV s 
Well iv. iii. 331 He no more drumming, a plague of 
drummes. 1872 C. Gibbon For the King i, He drummed 
with enthusiasm. 2882 Besant Revolt of Man xiv. (1883) 
324 [They] found.. a cart containing drums. They seized 
them and began drumming with all their might. 

+ b. To announce by beat of drum. Ohs. 

1578 Chr. Prayers in Priv. Prayers (1852) 516 We drum, 
that Doomsday, now at hand, Doth call all soldiers to 
death's band. 

2. To beat as on a drum ; to beat or thump upon 
anything with a more or less rhythmical or regular 
noise ; e. g. to thump on a piano as distinguished 
from playing properly. 

2583 Stanyhurst PEneis m. (Arb.) 87 Thee rocks sternelye 
facing with salt fluds spumye be drumming. 2594 Nashe 
Unfort. Trav. Wks. 2883-4 V. 185 Brauely did he [an 
executioner] drum on this Cutwolfes bones. 2660 tr. A myr- 
aldus ’ Treat, cone. Relig. 111. ii. 336 Some of them drumming 
upon Kettles, sum upon Bucklers. 1778 Mad. D'Arblay 
Diary 23 Aug., She got a harpsichord, .put herself in fine 
attitudes, and drummed. 1835 W. Irving Tour Prairies 
1 They.. began a low nasal chant, drumming with their 
ands upon their breasts, by way of accompaniment. 1862 
Hughes Tom Brown at Oxf. xii. (1889) 111 They soon 
found themselves drumming at his oak, which was opened 
shortly. 2862 Sala Seven Sons I. vii. 165 [Her] foot was 
drumming on the carpet. 

b. Applied to the strong beating of the heart. 
1593 Shaks. Lucr\ 435 His drumming heart cheares vp 
his burning eye. a 1700 Dryden (J.), Now, heart, Set ope 
thy sluices . . Then take thy rest within the quiet cell ; For 
thou shalt drum no more. 

3. Of birds or insects : T 0 make a loud hollow re- 
verberating sound, as by the quivering of the wings. 

<22823 A. Wilson Foresters Wks. (2846) 232 Buried in 
depth of woods . . Where pheasants drum. 2847 Emerson 
Poems , Woodnotes i. Wks. (Bohn) I. 421 He saw the part- 
ridge drum in the woods. 1873 J. E. Taylor Half-h . in 
Lanes 2 Flies and gnats drum around you. 

4. To sound like a drum ; to resound. 

2638 R. Junius Sin Stigm, 38 (T.) A boiling stomach, 
rotten teeth, a stinking breath, a drumming ear. 2643 
Sir T. Browne Relig. Med. 1. § siThis indeed makes a noise, 
and drums in popular ears. 1832 Carlyle Sart. Res. 111. x, 
Seized with, .what I can call a drumming in my ears. 

5. ‘ To go about, as a drummer does, to gather 
recruits, to secure partisans, customers, etc. ; with 
for * (Webster 1864 ). 

i860 Bartlett Diet. A mericanisms , Drumming, in mer- 
cantile phrase, means the soliciting of customers. 

II. trans. 6. To summon by or as by beat of 
drum ; to call or beat up as by drumming, b. 
colloq. To obtain (custom, customers) by canvass- 
ing or solicitation ; cf. Drummer 2 . 

1606 Shaks. Ant. <$• Cl. 1. iv. 29 Such time, That drummes 
him from his sport. 1656 J. Bentham Two Treatises (1657) 
46 As if none are so dead, but dancing will drumm up. 
1849 Gray Lett. (1893) 362, I will then drum up subscribers 
for Fendler. 1883 Fisheries Exhib. Catal. (ed. 4) 160 The 
fish are drummed up by striking two shells .. together. 

7. To expel or dismiss publicly by beat of drum, 
so as to heighten the disgrace, as to drum out of 
a regiment ; to put down or silence by drumming. 

1766 T. Amory J. Buncle (1825) III. 254 They . . ought to 
he drummed out of society. 1812 Naval Chron. XXV. 28 
You are to be drummed ashore. 1829 Macaulay Misc. 
Writ, (i860) I. 317 Another is drummed out of a regiment. 
2864 Sir F. Palgrave Norm. $ Eng. IV. 580 The voice of 
conscience drummed down by popular excitement. 
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8 . To din or drive (a person, etc. into a certain 
state) by persistent repetition of admonition, etc: ; 
to drum (a lesson) into (a person), to drive it into 
the ears or mind by incessant repetition. 

2820 Shelley (E dipus 1. 259, I have hummed her and 
drummed her From place to place, till at last I have 
dumbed her. 1847 Bushnell Chr. Nurt. 11. vii, {1861(368 
Small children are likely to be worried and drummed into 
apathy by dogmatic catechisms. 1848 Mill Pol. Econ. m. 
xiii. § 3 (1876) 331 This doctrine has .. been tolerably 
effectually drummed into the public mind. 2865 Bushnell 
Vicar . Sacr. in. ii. (1868) 257 The soul, .cannot drum itself 
to sleep in mere generalities of wrong. - • 

0. To beat or thump (anything) as in beating 
a drum. dial. To beat or thrash. 

1879 Jefferies Wild Life in S. Co. 8 It is amusing to see 
two of these animals drumming each other ; they stand on 
their hind legs, .and strike with the fore -pads as if boxing. 

1890 Gloucester Gloss., A drumming, a thrashing. 1894 
Cornh. Mag, Feb. 153 His fingers drum the dock ledge. 

10. To strike (the hands, feet, etc.) ^^ some- 
thing, as if they were drumsticks. 

2852 D. Jerrold St. Giles xxxiv. 353 Shall I . . drum my 
fingers upon the table? 1886 Sims Ring o’ Bells, etc. 1. ii. 
37 All the company waiting and drumming their heels. 

11. To perform (a tune) on or as on a drum. 

1864 Webster, Drum , to execute on a drum, as a tune. 

1891 H. Herman His Angel iv. 69 He drummed an un- 
conscious rataplan on the table with his knife. 1893 
McCarthy Dictator 1. 9 He drummed the national hymn of 
Gloria upon the balcony-rail with his fingers. 

III. intr. 12. To give or attend social ‘drums’. 
1825 Lady Granville Lett . 30 Jan. (1894) I. 339 Little 
they’ll heed if they see me drum on. 1837 Ibid. Jan. II. 221 
We must begin again drumming and affronting. 

+ Drumble, sbf Obs. exc. dial. [Variant of 
dumble, Dummel, perh. influenced by drone, or 
dromedary. ] An inert or sluggish person ; a 
‘drone’. 

1575 Appius § Virg. in Hazl, Dodsley IV. 128 Yea, but 
what am 1 ? A dreamer, a drumble, a fire or a spark ? 1879 
Shropsh. Word-bk., Drumble, obsols., a dull, inactive per- 
son. ‘The poor owd mon. .wuz al'ays a poor drumble.’ 

Drumble, dial. var. of dumble : cf. Dimble, 

Drumble- (also 6 dromel-, 9 drumm el-, 
drumle-) , in names of insects, a variant of 
Dumble-. [Cf. Drumble jA 1 ] + BrumUle-bee, 
a humble- or bumble-bee (obs.). DrumbMore, 
a clumsily-flying insect, a dor-beetle, or bumble- 
bee ; fig. a heavy stupid fellow ; app. sometimes 
associated with dromedary . SnunMe-droue, a 
drone-bee, a bumble-bee. 

2567 Trial l Trazx. (1850) 6 Thou goest like a dromel dory, 
dreamy and drowzy. 1596 Nashe Saffron Walden F iij b. 
Your fly in a boxe is but a drumble-bee in comparison of 
it. 1746 Vocab. in Exmoor Scold. (E. D. S.) 65/2 Drumble - 
drane , a drone or humble bee. 2855 Kingsley Westztr. 
Ho l (1862) 290 Since you used to put drumble-drones into 
my desk to Bideford school. 1881 Miss Yonge Lads <$- 
Lasses of Langley iv. 154 Poor Billy, he was but a drumble- 
dore of a boy, as his mother called him. 2894 Blackmore 
Perlycross 69, I must a' been mazed as a drummeldrone. 

Drumble, v. 1 Now dial. [f. Drumble jA 1 ] 

1. intr. To be sluggish ; to move sluggishly. 

1598 Shaks. Merry W. hi. iii. 156 Go, take vp these 

cloathes heere, quickly . . Look, how you drumble ! 1822 
Scott Nigel xxiii, Why, how she drumbles — I warrant she 
stops to take a sip on the road. 1826 — - Woodst . xviii, 
Why do you hesitate and drumble in that manner? 1875 
H, Kingsley No. Seventeen xxvi, They, to use a Devon- 
shire expression, drumbled on to Falmouth. 

+ 2. intr. To drone, to mumble. Obs. 

1579 Fulke Beskins’ Pari. 288 How so euer M. Heskins 
drumbleth and dreameth of this matter, Cranmer saith 
truely. 1596 Nashe Saffron Walden 34 Gray beard drumb- 
bling over a discourse. 

t Drumble, vf Obs. [app. freq. and dim. of 
Drum v . : cf. Du. and Ger. trommeln, Da. tromle, 
Sw. trumla to dram.] intr. To sound like a drum. 

2630 Drayton Muses’ Elysium viii. (R.), Let the nimble 
hand belabour The whistling pipe, and drumbling tabor. 

Drumble, Sc. Also 9 drummle. [app. 
a nasalized form of Drubble v., parallel to drumbly , 
Drumly a. from Drubly; but possibly a back- 
formation from the adj., which occurs earlier.] 

1 1. trans. To trouble, disturb. Obs. 

1637 Rutherford Lett. (1862) I. 355 My drumbled and 
troubled well began to clear. 1724 Ramsay Dk. of 
Hamilton’s Shooting in Poems on R. C. of Archers (1726) 
46 Rogues that drumble led. 1800, at] the Common Weal. 

2. To make drumly or turbid. 

1825 in Jamieson. Mod. Sc. The flood had drummled 
the water. 

t Drumbler, drumler. Obs. Also 7 drom- 
ler. [a. early mod. Du. drommeler a kind of ship 
(Kilian) ; perh. a perversion of the foreign term 
dromon, dromond after a native word : cf. drommel 
a compact and dense thing, drommeler a square- 
built ‘chunky* man.] 

1. A name in the 17 th c. for a small fast vessel, 
used as a transport, also as a piratical ship of war. 

1598 Hakluyt Voy. I. 601 (R.) She was immediately as- 
saufted by diuers English pinasses, hoyes, and drumblers. 
1604 E. Grimstone Hist. Siege Ostend 31 Two Dromlers 
laden with bowes. 161 x Cotgr., Dromant, a Drumbler, 
Carauell, or such like small, and swift vessell, vsed by 
| Pyrats. 1630 J. Taylor Navy of Land Ships Wks. 1. 87/2 
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Seuerall vessels at Sea doe make a Nauy, as Carracks .. 
Barkes, Pinnaces, Hoighs, Drumlers, Fregates, Byigandines. 

2. A wheelbarrow. 

1613 Markham Eng. Husbandman, r. ir. xvi. (1635) 204 
This dunge you shall bring into your Garden in little 
drumblars or wheele-barrowes. 

Drumhead. [f. Drum sb . 1 + Head sbi\ 

1. The skin or membrane stretched upon a drum, 
by the beating of which the tone is produced. 

Used also in the camp or field for various purposes as an 
improvised table, gaming-table, writing-desk, etc. 

1622 Mabbe tr. Aleman’s Guzman d'Alf. 1 . 170, ! did so 
often visit the Drum-head, .getting little, and loosing much. 
2654 Whitlock Zootomia 423 The Chance of War, playeth 
as casually while the Drumme beats, as ever Die_ did on 
Drumme Head. 1684 Contempt State Man 1. vi. (1699) 
66 A Soldier, .passing away his time at Dice upon a Drum 
head. 180a Pale y Nat. Theol. iii. (1830)32 It resembles 
also a drum head in this principal property, that its use 
depends upon its tension. 1841 James Brigand xli, He shall 
have no judgment but that over the drum-head. 

2. The membrane across the drum of the ear. 

1664 Butler Hud. 11. 'iii. Heroic . Ep. to Sidrophel 24 As 

if the vehemence had stunn’d And tom your Drum-heads 
with the Sound. 1874 Roosa Dis. Ear 63 Sometimes the 
hairs of the canal grow to such a length as to obscure the 
view of the Meatus and the drum-head. 1888 A mer.A nn. 
Deaf Apr. 163 Operations for deafness by the excision of 
the drumhead. 

3. The circular top of a capstan, into which the 
capstan- bars are fixed. Also, the head or top of 
a c drum 5 in machinery. 

1726 Shelvocke Voy. round World 15 We began to heave 
up our anchor the day before, but wrench'd the drum-head 
of our capstane. 1769 Falconer Diet. Marine (1789) L ij, 
The drum-head is a broad cylindrical piece of wood, re- 
sembling a mill-stone, and fixed immediately above the 
barrel, c i860 H. Stuart Seaman’s Catech. 54 Name the 
parts of a capstan. The bed, . . spindle, drum-head [etc.]. 
1894 Daily News 4 Sept. 3/1 The boring by means of the 
great circular drumhead — the ‘ Shield ’ — weighing 250 tons, 
with a sharp cutting edge in front, and at the back of it 28 
hydraulic jacks. 

4. A flat-topped variety of cabbage. More fully 
drumhead cabbage, 

3797 W. Green in A. Young Agric. Suffolk 94 The sort 
[of cabbage] drum-head, from its flat top, and as hard as 
a stone. 1808 Curwen Econ. Feeding Stock 50 The ground 
was cropped with four acres of drumhead cabbages. 

5. attrib., as drumhead court-martial , a court- 
martial round an up-turned drum, for summary 
treatment of offences during military operations ; 
hence drumhead discipline , law, that which is dis- 
pensed at a drumhead court-martial ; also fig. 

183 s, etc. [see Court-martial i b] . 1847 Le Fanu 

T, O’Brien 168 If your majesty were to give them drumhead 
law. 1870 Lowell Among my Bks. Ser. 1. (1873) 246 He 
lived to see that there was more reason in the drumhead 
religious discipline,. than he may have thought at first. 
Hence Brn’mlaea-'ded, in drumheaded cabbage , 
— Drumhead 4. 

1799 Trans. Soc. Arts XVII. 137 The drum-headed 
cabbage is the best sort, 

Drumler : see Drumsler. 

Briimlin (dnrmlin). [app. for drumling ; dim. 
of Drum sbf] =Drum^. 2 

1833 [see Drum jA'T 1833-8 J. Scouler in Jml. Royal 
Geol. Soc, Dublin l, 273 These drumlins are very common in 
many parts of the country, and a very fine example of their 
nature occurs between Belfast and Lisburn. 1893 Sir H. 
Ho worth Glac. Nightmare II. 834 Sometimes, .they are 
aggregated into lenticular mounds or drumlins. 

Brumly (dnrmli), 0. Orig. Sc. Also drumbly. 
[app. nasalized var. of Drubly, in same sense.] 

1. Of the sky or day : Troubled ; gloomy, cloudy; 
the opposite of clear. NSsofig. 

1513 Douglas AEneis v. xii. 55 The drumblie schoure jet 
furth our all the air AIs blak as pik. 1708 J. Blackader 
Diary 26 Sept, in Crichton Life xiv. (1824) 33* This cam- 
paign has still a strange drumly aspect, c 1817 Hogg Tales 
«$• Sk. II. 220 A glow of seriousness in his drumly looks. 
1888 A. S. Wilson Lyric of a Hopeless Love xxvin. 92 
Above the drumly day. 

2. Of water, etc.: Turbid; discoloured with 
matter in suspension ; not clear. 

1570 Buchanan Ane Admonit. Wks. (1892) 24 Gude 
fischeing . . in drumly Watter. 1622 Bp. Abernethy Phys. 
for Soule XXX. (1630) 293 Like a stirred and drumly water. 
1713 Kennedy Ophtkalmogr It mixed with the aqueous 
humour, which becoming drumly, the patient could no 
longer see. *853 G. Johnston Nat. Hist. E. Lord. I. 10 Its 
margin often miry and sedgy, its water drumly. 
b. fig. and transf. 

1563 WinJet Wks. (1890) II. 78 Lat the eleir fayth ..of 
our elders be na mixing of glar .. be tribulit and maid 
drumlye. 1790 Burns ‘ Kind Sir, Tve read your paper 
throtigh ’ 6 Or what the drumlie Dutch were doin’. 1829 
Scott J ml. 13 Feb., I wrote for several hours .. but was 
nervous and drumlie. 

Brirm-major. [See Major sb.J 

1. f &. The first or chief drummer in a regimental 
band (pbs.). b. A non-commissioned officer who 
has command of the drummers of a regiment. C. 
An officer of a band or drum-corps, who leads it 
and directs its movements on the march. 

1398 Barret Theor. Warres iv.i. 99 He is to commaunde 
the drumme maior to sound the call. 1689 Lond. Gas. No. 
2458/4 Michael Cavendish, Drum-major in my Lord Love- 
lace his Regiment of Foot. 2725 Ibid. No. 6382/1 The 
Drums of His Majesty’s Houshold, the Drum-Major at- 
tending. X844 Regut . 4 r Ord. Army 140 The Music for 
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Slow and Quick Time is to be practised under the di- 
rection of the Drum-Major.. until the prescribed cadence 
has been acquired*. 

f : 2 . humorous. A large 'drum’ or rout. Obs. 

1753 Scots ' Mag. Jan. 37/1 At home. To have a drum- 
major and seventeen card-tables. 

3 . at l rib. and Comb. + drum-major-general, a 
staff officer who controlled the drummers, etc. 

1651 Cleveland Poems 27 These Drum-major oaths of 
Bulk unruly. 1679-88 Seer. Serv , Money Chas. II 4 * 
fas. II (Camden) 177 To John Maugridge, drumajor gen 11 , 
bounty . . 20 o o. 1743 List Govt. Officers in J . Chamberlayne 
St. Gt. Brit. 108 Staff-Officers on his Majesty's Establish- 
ment.. Mr. John Clothier, Drum-Major- General. 

Drummer (dr^-mor). [f. Drum v. + -erL] 

1 . One who beats a drum for public or military 
purposes ; one who plays the drum in a band. 

In the British army it was formerly also his duty to 
carry out sentences of the ‘cat’. (Cf. Stocqueler Mil. 
Encycl . 1853.) 

1573-80 Baret Alv. D 1309 A Drummer, or plater on the 
drumme. 1580 Nottingham R ec. IV. 196 Payd to the drummer 
xvj d. X593 Shaks. 3 Hen. VI, iv. vii. 50 Drummer strike vp, 
and let vs march away. X724 De Foe Mem. Cavalier (1840) 
206 The preachers were better than drummers to raise 
volunteers. 1823 J. F. Cooper Pioneer iv. The lash drawing 
through his left, in the scientific manner with which drum- 
mers apply the cat. 1844 Regul. g Ord. Army 168 The 
proportion of Acting Drummers shall not exceed Four [to 
a Company]. 1890 Times 17 Dec. 14/4 When the order to 
commence was given, the first drummer went in and admin- 
istered 25 lashes, told off deliberately by the drum-major, 

‘ One, two, three \ and so on. 

2 . fig. One who solicits custom or orders; a 
commercial traveller ; cf. Drum v. 5 and 6 b. U.S. 

1827 Scott in C. K. Sharpe's Corr.( 1888) II.398 The Nos. of 
Lodge’s book, .were left by some drummer of the trade upon 
speculation, i860 Bartlett Diet. Amer., Drummer , a per- 
son employed by city houses to solicit the custom of country 
merchants. 1882 T. S. Hudson Scamper thro’ America 
183 As enterprising as a Chicago drummer. 

3 . (See quot.) 

1885 C. Mackeson British Aim. Comp. ^ 94 Among the 
double meanings . . Drummer for a Musician or a Black- 
smith’s hammer man. 

4 . Applied to various animals which make a 
drumming noise, or suggest the action of drumming. 

a. A drum-fish. b. The large West Indian cockroach 
{Blatta gigantea) which makes a noise at night by knocking 
its head against the woodwork of houses. C. A rabbit, 
d. Sporting slang\ see quot. 1785. 

1725 Sloane Jamaica II. 290 Drummer-Fish. This was 
taken at Old Harbour. 1785 Grose Diet. Vulg. Tongue , 
Drummer, a jockey term for a horse that throws about 
his foie legs irregularly. 1847 Carpenter Zool. § 665 One 
of them [species of Blatta ] is known in the West Indies by 
the name of drummer, from the sharp knocking sound 
which it produces. xZ8^ Fisheries Exhib. Catal. (ed. 4) 170 
Grunts, Croakers, and Drummers . . deriving their names 
from the sounds they utter when caught. 1894 Blackw. 
Mag. May 722 * When I wanted drummers [rabbits] I could 
git them for myself.’ 

5 . Comb., as drummer-boy, -fish (see 4), -lad. 

1830 Scott Demonot. x. 365 Matcham would have deserted 

had it not been for the presence of a little drummer-lad, 
1840 Dickens Bam , Fudge lviii, The drummer-boys prac- 
tising in a distant courtyard. 

Drumming, vbl. sb. [See -ingL] 

1 . The action of the vb. Drum, in various senses. 

1583 Stubbes Anat . Abus. 1. Pref. (1879) xz With pyping, 

fluting, dromming, and such like inticements. 1663 J. Spen- 
cer Prodigies (1665) 228 Apparitions, Voices, Drummings, 
Noises of Evil Spirits in the Heavens or Earth. 1830 Galt 
Laurie T. 1. vii, The deep and dreadful drumming of the 
thunder. 1831 /see Drum v. 4]. 1839 Carlyle Chartism 
v. 141 Ignominious drumming out. 

2 . The sport of fishing for drum-fish. US. 

1889 in Century Diet. 

3 . attrib. and Comb . 

a 1653 G. Daniel Idyll Iv. 92 As a Tam’d Hare, that 
Strikes a Drumming fitt. 1832 J. Bree St. Herbert’s Isle 155 
That fatal hive In which - .My drumming-stick I plunged. 

Drumming, ppl . a. [f. Drum v. + -ing 2 .] 
That drums or beats like a drummer. 

1593-1638 [see Drum v. ab, 4]. 1859 Tennyson Enid 
1022 The drumming thunder of the huger fall At distance. 
1875 Miss Bird Sandwich I si. (1880) 83 There are no 
horrid, drumming, stabbing mosquitos. 

Drummoek, Sc. var. of Drammock. 
Bmmmond light. The lime-light, or oxy- 
hydrogen light (invented by Capt. T. Drummond, 
R.E., c 1825), wherein a blow-pipe flame, e.g. of 
combined oxygen and hydrogen, impinges on a 
piece of pure lime, and renders it incandescent. 

1854 J. Scoffern in Orrs Circ. Sc., Chem. 298 The com- 
bination evolves what is. .known as the Drummond Light. 
1870 J. C. GErKiE Life (ed, 3) 211 Wisdom thinks, and 
makes a solar Drummond light of a point of dull lime. 

Brummy (drcrmi), a. [f. Drum + -yl. ] Of 
the nature of a drum, or characterized by the drum. 

1833 M. Scott Tom Cringle xi, A tolerably good band, 
a little too drummy. 1890 Fenn Double Knot I. Prol. iii. 
49 [His] ribs, .emitted a cavernous drummy sound. 

t Dromslade, dromslade. Obs. Also 6 
drombyllsclad, drombeslade, dromslet,droum- 
slade, driunslade, -slad, -slate, -sled, -selet, 
-salt, dronseellett, -sselat, -slade, drounslade, 
-siet, drunslade. [app. corruption of Du. or 
LG. trommdslag , Ger. trommelscklag drum-beat 
(cf. next) ; though it does not appear how this name 


of the action came to be applied to the instrument. 
The variety of forms (with others, as dronssdar 
drumsted, yt hich are mere copyists’ errors) arose 
from the foreign character of the word.] 

1 . A drum, or some form of drum. 

1527 St. Papers Hen. VIII, I. 224 The dayly retinue of 
fotemen of this towne. .wel try mined and furnished with 
their dromslades, trompettes, and banerettes. X530 Palsgr 
215/2 Dromslade, suche as almayns use in warre, hedon. 
*539 T. Pery in Ellis Orig. Lett. Ser. u. II. 154 They caws- 
syde the trompettys with dronscellettys to go abowit the 
Cyte. 1548 [see Drum sb.* 1]. 1550-63 Machyn Diary 
(Camden,) 13 Trompets and bagespypes, and dronsselats 
[ printed -ars] and flutes. X552 Huloet, Drunslade, tympa- 
num. 1575 Turberv. Faulconrie 191 To strike uppon his 
Drumselet or Taberde. 1635 J- Hayward tr. Biondi’s 
Banish'd Virg. 153 The harsh antique consort of Fifes and 
Drumslads. 

2 . A drummer ; ~ Drumslager. 


2527 MS. Acc. R. Gibson, Master of Revels (Publ. Bee. 
Off.), ij cotis for the drombyllselads of yelowe sarsenet 
a 1533 Ld. Berners Gold. Bk. M. Aurel. (1546) II ij’ 
These ydell trewaudes gestours, tomblers plaiers, or droin’ 
slai[d]es. _ 1540 in Vicary’s Anat . (1888) App. xii. 242 Item, 
for Burtill and Hans, dromslades xxxiij s iiij d. *688 
R. Holme Armoury iii, 44/3 The Musicians .. iu the 
Kings Majesties Houshold [are] 3 Drumslades. 1777 
Hoole Comenius' Vis. World (ed. 12) 182 The drummers, 
and the drumslades. .call to arms. ! 

3. Comb., as drumslade-player. 

1548 Hall Chron., Hen. VIII, 80 b, The Drumslad 

f laiers and other minstrels arayed in white. 1552 Huloet, 
)rumslade player, symphaniacus seruus. 

t Brxrmslager. Obs. [ad. Ger. drumme- 
schlager , earlier var. of trommelschldger, Du. trom- 
melslager, Da. trommeslager , Sw. trumslagare, 
drum-beater.] A drummer. 

1586 J. Hooker Girald . Irel. in Holinsked II. 175/2 
There^ being but one man the drumslager left aliue, who 
by swiftnesse of his bote escaped. 

tBnrmsler. Obs, [Corruption of Drum- 
slager or Drumslade.] = Drummer. 

1583 J. Higins tr. Junius’ Nomenclator (N.), The drum- 
player, or drumsler. X599 Soliman $ Perseda 11. in Hazl. 
Dodsley V. 303 Fellow drumsler. I’ll reward you well. 

t Bm mster. Obs. [f. Drum v. + -ster.] A 
drummer. 

1586 in Stow' s Surv. (ed. Strype 1754) II. v. xxxi. 567/2 
Ensigne Bearers and sergeants with a fit Drumster. 16x7 
Minsheu Ductor, Drumster, or plaier on the Drum. 
Drumstick (di2?-mstik). 

1. The stick having a terminal knob or padded 
head with which a drum is beaten. 

1589 Nottingham Rec. IV. 226 For iiij. gunstickes and 
twoe drumme stickes. a 1691 Boyle Wks. III. 25 The 
drum-stick falling upon the drum makes a percussion of the 
air, and puts that fluid body into an undulating motion. 
1864 Engel Mus. Anc. Nat. 210 The Egyptians had also 
straight drum-sticks with a handle, and a knob at the end. 
t fc>. Applied to a person. Obs. 

2633 Marmion Fine Companion in. iv, What ? I will not 
offend thee, my good drumstick. 

2. transf. (in reference to shape.) a. The lower 
joint of the leg of a dressed fowl. 

1764 Foote Mayor of G. 1. Wks. 1799 I. 173 She always 
helps me herself to the tough drumsticks of turkies. 1831 
Moore Summer Fite 825 Since Dinner.. Put Supper and 
her fowls so white, Legs, wings, and drumsticks, all to 
flight. 1848 Thackeray Bk. Snobs xxxii, A finger, as 
knotted as a turkey’s drumstick. 

b. A popular appellation of the Knapweed 
{Centaur ea nigra and C. Scabiosa). 

2878-86 in Britten & Holland Plant-n. 
e. * The colloquial name in the Madras Presi- 
dency for the long slender pods of the Moringa 
fiery gosperma, the Horse-Radish Tree of Bengal.’ 
d. U.S. The stilt-sandpiper. 

3. Comb., as drumstick-skafed adj. ; also drum- 
stick-tree, Cassia Sieberiana , so called from the 
shape of its pods, known in Sierra Leone as 
monkey drumsticks. 

1831 Don Dichlamyd. PI. I. s. v. Cassia Sieberiana. 
18 66 Treas. Bot., Drumstick Tree, Cathartocarpus con- 
spicua. X893 Forin. Rev. Jan. 113 All forms of tetanus., 
are due to. .the drumstick-shaped bacillus of Nicolaier, 
Drtmgar (dnnjgai). Hist. [ad. late L. drun- 
gdrius, f. drungus a body of soldiers (Vegetius 
1:420).] The leader or commander of a troop or 
body of soldiers. JDrungar of the fleet {JDrungarius 
classis), a Byzantine admiral or commander of the 
fleet. 

1619 T. Milles tr. Mexids Treas. Anc. <§• Mod. Times 
XL 465/2 Vnto this Great Duke whom they had as chiefe 
Admirall, they made subiect all the Drungars of their 
Fleete. 1788 Gibbon Decl. g F. liii. (1836) 1002 They 
obeyed the great drungaire of the fleet. 

t Drunk, sbf Obs. Also 2-4 druncli, 4 drunc, 
(drung). [OE. drync (p—*druyki~z), corresp. to 
OHG. trunch, MHG. trtmc, Ger. trunk, f. u- 
grade of driyk-an to drink. The u in early ME. 
is il = OE. y. The form drunk may have been 
assimilated to tbe verb.] = Drink sb. 

a 800 Corpus Gloss. 1008 Haustum, drync* CX175 Lamb. 
Horn. iP3 Gula. .to depebringeS mid unmete drunche. a 12*5 
Ancr. R. 14 Of mete & of drunc & of oSer binges pet falleo 
Ser abuten. c 1290 -S’. Eng. Leg. I. 97/171 P. at n0 
mete ne 3af ne drunch. c 1325 Songon^ Passion 38 in O. L. 
Misc. 198 Of bitter drunk he senden him a sonde. .. ¥ 
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DRUNKEHLY. 


Pyt l'nlg (drzjgk), ///. a. and sb. 2 Also 4-6 
dronk(e. [pa. pple. of Drink v., of which the 
earlier form was Drunken. Now, in standard 
Eng., almost exclusively in the predicate ; in Sc. 
and north, dial, still attrib. e a drunk man’.] 

X. That has drunk intoxicating liquor to an 
extent which affects steady self-control; intoxicated, 
inebriated; overcome by alcoholic liquor. The 
degree of inebriation is expressed by various adjs. 
and advs., as beastly, blind, dead, half, etc. 

4:2340 Cursor M. 2022 (Trin.) Drunke [ earlier texts 
drunken] he lay & slept bi his one. <22450 Knt. de la. 
Tour (1868) 72 One counsailed to make hym gret chere tyl 
he were dronke, 253a More Confut. Tindale Wks. 591/2 
We ware wanton or sowe dronke. 2585 T. Washington 
tr .Nicholas's Voy. 111. ii. 91 They doe not thinke they have 
made good cheere. .except they be made beastly drunk. 
2648 Gage West Ind. xix. 144 If they can get any drink 
that will make them mad drunk.. they never leave off, 
untill they bee mad and raging drunke. 2684 Dryden 
Disa ppoiutment Prol. 59 The doughty bullies enter bloody 
drunk. 2830 Carlyle For. Rev. <.$• Cent. Misc. V. 1 Trodden 
into the kennels as a. drunk mortal. 2887 Sims Mary Jane's 
Mem. 45 She was blind drunk in the bar parlour. 

b. In various proverbial phrases and locutions. 

<71386 Chaucer Knt Is T. 403 We faren as he pat dronke 

is as a Mous. A dronke man woot wel pat he hath an hous. 
2553 T. Wilson Rhet. (1580) 128 As dronke as a Ratte. 
2562 J. Heywood Prov. (1867) 23 He that kylth a man, 
whan he is dronke Shalbe hangd when he is sobre. 1622 
Massinger Virg. Mart. in. iii, Be drunk as a beggar, he 
helps you home. 2669 Dryden Wild Gallant 11. i, He had 
been acquainted with you these seven years drunk and sober. 
2709 Brit. Apollo II. Supernum. No. 8. 2/2 He's as Drunk 
as a Wheel-barrow. 1738 Swift Pol. Conyers, iii. Wks. 1778 
X. 247 He came to us as drunk as David’s sow. 1832 E. 
Ind. Sketch Bk. I. 137 The man was as drunk as a fiddler.^ 
1892 Farmer Slang II, 333 Drunk as a lord. 

c. Intoxicated or stupefied by opium, tobacco, etc. 

1585 T. Washington tr. Nicholays Voy. in. xi. 91 They 

have another order to make themselves drunk without wine, 
which is with their Opium. 2698 A. Brand Emb. Muscovy 
to China 46 They, .sucking the Tobacco smoak in greedily, 
swallow it down with the Water. For which reason., 
generally at.. the first Pipe in the Morning, they fall down 
drunk and insensible. 

d. fig. — Intoxicated. 

2340 Ayenh. 251 And makep him dronke of holy Ioue. 
1602 Marston Antonio's Rev . iv. i. Wks. 1856 1 . 127 Most 
things that morally adhere to soules, Wholly exist in drunke 
opinion. 2605 Shaks. Mach. 1, vii. 35 Was the hope drunke 
Wherein you dress’d your selfe? 2697 Drydf.n Virg. Georg. 
iv. 77 Drunk with secret Joy, Their young Succession all 
their Cares employ. 2874 Green Short Hist. x. § 4. 799 
Napoleon was drunk with success. 

1 2. Of a thing: Drenched; saturated with as 
much moisture as it can take in or receive. Ohs. 

2382 Wyclif Ps. lxiv. [lxv.] 10 Thou hast visitid the erthe, 
and maad it drunke. 2611 Bible Deut. xxxii. 42, I will 
make mine arrows drunk [Coverdale dronken] with blood. 
2697 Dryden Virg. Georg, in. 479 The Fleece, when drunk 
with Tyrian Juice, Is dearly sold. 

3. Of a thing : Unsteady, uneven or erratic in its 
course, as the thread of a screw ; - Drunken///, a. 5 . 

1884 F. J[. Britten Watch $ Clockm . 170 A sure sign that 
the screw is not true, but * drunk ’ as it is termed. 

4. Comb., as drunk-blind, - mad adjs. ; also 
f drunk-wort, tobacco {obs.). 

2627 Minsheu Duct or, Drunke-woort, or Dmmken-woort 
. .Tabaco. 1633 Massinger Guardian iv. ii, To be drunk- 
blind like moles in the wine-cellar. 2722 De Foe Col. Jack 
(1840) 147 He had . . made himself . . drunk-mad. 

B. sb. [colloq . ) 

1. A drinking-bout ; a drunken fit or orgie. 

1862 Times 10 Apr., Both Houses immediately adjourned, 
and made preparations for a ‘general drunk \ 1879 

Howells L. Aroostook (1883) II. 44 When I come out of 
one of my drunks. ^ 1893 Capt. King Poes in Ambush 39 
He could put up with an occasional drunk in a man who 
promised to make as good a trooper, 

2. An intoxicated person ; a case or charge of 
being drunk or intoxicated. 

j88z Besant All Sorts vii. 61 Such a brave display of 
disorderly drunks. 2889 Boston (Mass.) Jrnl. 26 Apr. 1/6 
To show the very large percentage of drunks among the 
commitments. 2892 R. Kipling City Dread/. Nt. 30 The 
burly president of the lock-up for European drunks. 

Hence f Drumkhead = Drunkenness. Dnrnki- 
fy v. % to make drunk or intoxicated. Drirnkisk, 
Drumky (dial.) adjs., somewhat drunk. fDriruk- 
some a., addicted to drunkenness. 

2340 Ayenb. 260. Ne y-charged of glotounie ne of dronke- 
hede. <7x400 Apol. Loll. 37 Drunksum men, rauenors, for- 
nicaters, & swilk oper. 2664 J. Wilson A. Comnenius 11. 

iv, Have ye any more that must be drunkified ? 2710 Fa* 
naiick Feast 12 The Company having plentifully dipt their 
Bills, and got pretty drunkish. 1858 Carlyle Fredk. Gt. 
(1865) II. v. i. 58 Drinks diligently ..not till he is drunk, but 
only perceptibly drunkish. 1863 Tyneside Songs 63 The 

Fishermen then gat drunkey, O ! 

t Drunk, v- Obs. [f. drunky>&. pple. of Drink 

v, : cf. Drunken 

1. trans. To drown. Cf. Drunken v? 2 . 

c 2350 W ill. Palerne 35x6 Hire sone was in pe see dronked. 

2. To saturate or fill with drink, to drench, to 
make drunken, Cf. Drunken vf 3 . 

2382 Wyclif Isa. xliii; 24 With the tab of thi victorie 
sacrifises thou inwardly drunkedest not me [2388 thou fillidist 
not me, Vulg. non inebriasti me]. — Ecclus. xxxii. 27 
Blisse thou the Lord, that made thee, and inwardli drunk- 


inge thee of alle bis goodis. — * xxxix. 28 The vnyuersel flod 
drunkede [1388 fillide greteli, Vulg. inebriavit J the erthe. 

Drunkard (dr2rrjkard). Also 6 droncarde, 
-kerd(e, dronekharde. [if. Drunk ///. a . + -ard.] 

1 . One addicted to drinking ; one who habitually 
drinks to excess ; an inebriate, a sot. 

2530 Palsgr. 155 Yuroygne, a man droncarde ; yuresse , a 
woman droncarde. 253*5 Coverdale Ps. lxviu(i]. 22 The 
dronckhardes made songes vpon me. c 2586 C’tess Pem- 
broke Ps. cvn. x, As drunckards. .they staggring reele. 
2712 Steele Sped. No. 2767 1 A Man that is now and then 
guilty of Intemperance is not to be called a Drunkard. 2875 
JowErr Plato ted. 2) V. 35 A drunkard in charge of drunk- 
ards would be singularly fortunate if he avoided doing a 
serious mischief. 

2 . A local name of the Marsh Marigold. 

1886 in Britten & Holland Plant-n. App. 1894 Bar- 
ing-Gould Kitty Alone I. 118 The large golden cups that 
grow by the water’s edge — these we call drunkards, but they 
drink only water. 

3 . Comb., as drimhard-cursr, -owing ; also 
drunkard’s cloak, a tub or barrel with holes for 
the head and hands fitted on a drunkard like 
a jacket, as a punishment. 

1789 Brand Hist. Newcastle II. 192 note , In the time of 
the commonwealth, it appears that the magistrates. .pun- 
ished . . drunkards by making them carry a tub, called the 
drunkard's cloak, through the streets. 1892 Daily News 
22 June 5/5 There are several rival drunkard curers in the 
field. 1892 Boston (Mass.) Jrnl. 18 Nov. 7/4 The new 
drunkard-curing institution. 

Hence T Drumkardize v. intr., to act like a 
drunkard. 

1632 Vicars VEneid (N.) Her deaded heart incens’d, she 
raves aloud, Doth madly through the citie drunkardize. 

■ t DrtrnkeXec, dro*ncelec. Obs. rare. [f. 
Brunke(n ///. a. + ON. suffix -leik-r action, func- 
tion.] Drunkenness. 

<7x450 Myrc 31 Dronkelec [v.r. dronkelewe] and glotonye, 
Pruyde and slou’>e and enuye Alle pow moste patten away. 

t Bru*3ikelew, dnriHew, a. (sb.) Obs. 
Forms : 4 drimkenlew, 4-6 drunkelew(e, 4-5 
dronkelew (e, -leuh, 5 -lowe ; 5 drunk-, dxonk- 
lew, 6 dronkleu. [f. Drunken + -lewe : cf. 
ME. costlewe and siklewei] 

A. adj. Given to drunkenness, drunken. 

1362 Langl, P. PI. A. ix. 75 Ho . . is not dronkeleuh ne 
deynous Dowel him folewep [A*, dronkenlew, dronkelew ; 
C. dronkelewe]. 1382 Wyclif Matt. xxiv. 49 5 ifhe eteand 
drynke with drunkenlewe [1388 drunken] men. — Ecclus. 
xxvi. ti Adrunkelew womman. 1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. 
R. v. ii. (2495) 104 Also heedache comyth.. as it happyth in 
dronklew men. c 2450 Bk. Hawkyng in Rel. Ant. I. 298 
Loke that thu be not dronkelowe. 1519 Horman Vulg. 62 
The foule dishoneste of them that be dronkleu. 2532 More 
Confut. Tindale Wks. 824/2 If he. .be. .dronkelew, or raue- 
nous, wyth suche folke doe not so muche as eate. 

B. sb. Drunkenness. 

<72430 Lydg. Min, Poems (Percy Soc.) 68 Voyde al drunk- 
lew. <7 2450 [see Drunkelec]. 1496 Bk. St. A Ibans, Her . 
(1810) F iv, T'o be full of drynkynge & dronklewe. 

Hence f Drirnkelewness, drunkenness, 

1387 Trevisa Higden (Rolls) II. 173 pey wonep hem to 
dronkelewnesse. 2480 Caxton Descr. Brit. 38 For as moche 
as they vse them to dronlcelewnes. 

T Drtr liken, sb. Obs . [OE. druncen sb., f. 

druncen pa. pple.] Drunkenness, intoxication. 

. <7 950 Lindisf. Gosp. Luke xxi. 34 N e sie ahefigad hearto 
iuero on oferfyllo & miS druuncen [Rus/vw. druncennisse], 
a 1000 Imposition of Defiance in Q'horpe Laws II. 276 
(Bosw.) Gif hit ]>urh druncen sewur]?e. <12200 Moral Ode 
253 pe luueden tening and stale, hordom and drunken. 

Drunken (drwqken),///. a. Also Sc. 6 drokin, 
7- druken, drucken. [pa. pple. of Drink v. : 
cf. Drunk. The Sc, and northern druckm is from 
Norse : cf. Icel. pa. pple. drukkinnl\ 

1 . Overcome by liquor ; intoxicated ; = Drunk. 

a 1050 Liber Scintill. xxviii. (1889) 107 Ealswa se druncen a 
[ebriosus] win onfehS unhold, c 2250 Gen. <J- Ex, 871 He 
woren drunken and slepi, a 1300 Cursor M. 27894 pe 
drunken semes in his misfare Noght lik fie man pat he was 
are. <71386 Chaucer Wife's Prol. 852 Ye fare as folkes 
that dronken ben of ale. c 1450 Mir our Saluacioun 3642 
Some, .saide thai ware dronken and fulle of must hardily. 
1535 Stewart Cron. Scot. II. 630 How King Duncane send 
the Wyne and Axil browin with mukil Wort to King Sueno, 
quhairwith that war all drokin. 1697 Dryden Virg. Past, 
vi. 23 They . . seiz’d with youthful Arms the drunken God. 
<72850 Arab. A r ts. (Rtldg.) 494 Drunken people are never 
seen making disturbances in open day. 1865 Rawlinson 
Anc. Mon. III. iv. 95 Who drink, till they are drunken. 

b. In proverbs and, locutions. 

13 . . E. E. A Hit. P. B. 1500 [He] bibbes per-of Tyl he be 
dronkken as the deuei. 2562 Pilkington Wks. (Parker 
Soc.) 51 ‘A drunken man is always dry *, according to the 
proverb. 2619 R. Harris Dnmkard's Cup 13 A drunken 
man neuer takes harme. 1887 Scotsman 19 Mar., The 
drucken man gets tbe drucken penny. 

e. iransf. and fig. 

a 2340 Hampole Psalter xxxv. 9 pan sail pax all be drun- 
kyn in god pat wonys in goais hows. 2382 Wyclif Isa. 
xxix. 9 Be 3e drunken inwardli, and not of wyn. 2526 Pilgr. 
Perf. (W.de W. 1532) 201 Inebryate or dronken with heuenly 
ioye. 2578 Tlmme Caluine on Gen. 3x3 Dronken with the 
flatteries of prosperity. 2856 Kane Ard. Expl. I ( . xvi. 296 
We were so drunken with cold that we strode on steadily. 

2 . Given to drink.; habitually intemperate. (The 
more common current sense.) 

1548 Hall Citron., Hen. VII, 26 b, Could neither have 
money nor men of the dronken Fleminges. xfcro Shaks. 
Temp. v. i. 277 Is not this Stephano, my drunken Butler ? 


2769 Junius Lett . iii. 18 You . . represent your friend in 
the character of a drunken landlord. 2786 Burns Lines 
on meeting w. Ld. Daer ii, I’ve been at druken writers’ 
feasts. 2849 E. E. Napier Excurs. S. Africa I. 263 
Drunken, lazy, good-for-nothing fellows. 

3 . Of actions, etc. : Characterized by or pro- 
ceeding from intoxication. 

2592 Percivall Sp. Did., Bevula, drink, a potion, a drunken 
match. 1594 Plat Jew ell- ho. 1. 44 Dutch & drunken de- 
uises, about the gaining of the grounde. 1632 Massinger 
Maid of Hon. 1. i, To take up a drunken brawl. _ 1752 John- 
son Rambler No. 289 P 6 Men who . . destroy in a drunken 
frolick the happiness of families. 1842 Tennyson Locksley 
Hall Si Pointing to his drunken sleep. 

b. Of or pertaining to drink or drunkenness. 

2607 Wilkins hiforced Marr. v. in Hazl. Dodsley IX. 
556 You in riot’s house, A drunken tavern, spilled my main- 
tenance. 2792 Burke Th. Fr, Affairs Wks. VII, 76 The 
delirium of a low, drunken alehouse club. 

e. That causes drunkenness. See 6 b. 

4. iransf. Soaked or saturated with moisture ; 
sometimes (with sense affected by 1 ) ‘ drowned 

c 1420 Ballad, on Husb. ix. 34 But glad is hit [radish] to 
loke on drunkun ayer. 2535 Coverdale Deut. xxxii. 42 I 
wil make myne arowes dronken with bloude. 1590 Spenser 
F. Q. 111. ii. 47 She. .The drunken lampe downe in the oyle 
did steepe. 2697 Dryden Virg. Georg . 1. 270 The. .Plough- 
man . . Drains the standing Waters, when they yield Too 
large a Be v’ rage to the drunken Field. 

5 . fig. Of a thing: Uneven, unsteady, reeling in' 
motion or course ; off the vertical. 

2786 [implied in Drunkenness c.]. 1870 Eng.Meck. 11 Feb, 
526/2 There are no abrupt breaks to form what would be 
called by a screw chaser ‘ a drunken thread \ 1876 J. Rose 
Prod. Machinist (1885) 106 If the tool is moved irregularly 
or becomes checked in its forward movement, the thread 
will become drunken, that is, it will not move forward at a 
uniform speed. 1889 Anthony's Photogr. Bull. II, 69 You 
have now. .no excuse for drunken architecture. 

6. Comb., as drunkenmost adj., most drunken, 
drunkenest. 

1854 H. Vicars in Miss Marsh Mem. vii. 143 Four hun- 
dred of the drunkenmost and wildest men in the regiment. 

b. esp. in names of intoxicating plants, or of 
such as suggest drunkenness : drunken date, 
the betel- nut tree ; drunken plant, drunken 
rye-grass, darnel grass, Lolium iemulentum ; 
t drunken- wort, tobacco (Minsheu Ductor 1617). 

1597 Gerarde Herbal m. cxxxix. (1633) 2520 Areca sive 
Fauseljthe drunken date tree. 2612 Cotgr .,Noisetle deslndes , 
the drunken Date. 1892 Griffith tr. Fouard’s Christ Son 
of God I. 304 note, Vivraie, drunken rye-grass, 
t Brirnkem, vf Obs . Forms : 1 drunenian, 
2-3 drunenen, drnnenie (Or mi) drunnenenn, 4 
drunken, -yn, drunkne, dronken, -in, drown- 
kyn. [ONorthumb. dmnenia, ON. drtikna 
(:~*drugkna). to be drowned — Goth. * druggknan , 
a neuter-passive yb. in -nan derived from pa. pple. 
*druijk-an- of *dii>jk-an to drink : lit. to be drunk 
or swallowed up (by water). Cf. Ger. ertrinken 
to swallow up, drown.] 

1 . intr. To become swallowed up or sunk in 
water ; to suffer drowning, be drowned. 

<7950 Lindisf. Gosp. Matt. xiv. 30 Mi <5 Sy ongann drunenia 
[Rushw. in-gon sincan, Ags. G. wearS gedofen] cliopade 
cue 3 drihten hal mec doa. a 1225 St. Marker. 15 Ich leade 
ham . . into se deop dung ba druncneS herin. a 1225 A ncr . 
R. 58 Leste eni best ualle J?er inne, &. drunenie ine sunne,. 
<22300 Cursor M. 24862 Quen J»e scip suid quelm and 
drunken [v.r. dronkin]. c 2325 Me tr. Horn, 138 In se 
dronkenes folc ful fele. 

2 . trans. To swallow up in water ; to drown. 
C1200 Trin. Coll. Horn. 39 J>e swin urnen. .into ]>e sae, and 

drunenede hem seluen. ci2ooOrmin 6795 All folic wass 
fiurrh No,bess flodd O No]>ess time drunnenedd. a 2340 
Hampole Psalter Cant. 504 Hys chosen prynces ere 
drunkynd in rede see. 

3 . To drench, saturate or soak with liquid. 

a 1300 E. E. Psalter lxiv. [lxv.] 10 pou soght j>e Jand, and 
dronkened it yhite. a 1340 Hampole Psalter Ixviii[iJ. 3 pe 
storme me drownkynd. 1382 Wyclif Isa. xvi. 9, I shal 
drunkne thee with my tere. Ibid. Iv. 20 What maner 
cometh doun weder and snox fro heuene, and . . drunkneth 
[1388 fillith, Vulg. inebriat ] the erthe. 
fig. 2382 Wyclif Jer. xxxi. 14 Y shal inwardly drunkne 
the soule of the prestus with fatnesse. 

t BrU’llken, vP Obs. [OE. drunenian, f. 
druncen Drunken : in later use peril, a new forma- 
tion] intr. To drink to excess, to become drunk. 

c 1000 <F)lfric Horn. (Th.) II. 70 ponne < 5 agebeoras drunc- 
nia 5 . 2658 A. Fox Wurtz' S?erg. 11. iii. 55 If a Patient, .fall on 
gourmandizing and drunkning, then no good is to be looked 
for. 2693 Southerne Maid's Last Prayer 56 The Captain 
has been Drunkning with my Lord all Night. 2697 View op 
Penal Laws 3 Notorious Offenders, such as continue 
drunkening at late and unseasonable hours. 

t Drunkenhead. Obs. [f. Drunken ///. a. 
+ -head.] = Drunkenness. 

a 1300 Cursor M. 28459 And hafe i oft in my sott-hedd 
dryuen oper men to drunkenbedd. 2382 Wyclif Judith 
xiii. 19 He lai in his drunkinhed. 2393 Gower Conf. III. 
20 Through her dronkenbede Of witles excitation. 2483 
Caxton Gold. Leg. 82 b/2. 

Drunkenlew : see Drunkelew. 
Dru a nkexily, adv. [f. Drunken ///. a. + 
-ly 2 .] In a drimken manner. 

2573-80 Baret Alv. D 2322 Dronkenly. 1593 Shaks] 
Rich. II, ii. i. 227 That blood already. .Thou hast tapt out, 
and drunkenly carows’d. 2598 Hakluyt Voy. I. 96 (R.) 
They carowse for the victory very filthily and drupkenly. 


BBUFKE^K'ESS. 


DRY. 


1854 Cot. Wiseman Fabiola 210 The Dacian’s eye flashed 
drunkenly again. 1866 Geo. Eliot F. Holt II. xxix. 218 
Tottering drunkenly on the edge of the grave, 

Dmmkeimess (dr»-r)kgn,nes). [f. Drunken 
ppl. a. + -ness. See also Drunkness.] The state 
of being drunk ; intoxication ; the habit of being 
drunken or addicted to excessive drinking. 

£893 K. Alfred Ores. 1. vi. § 1 Hi forneah mid ealle for- 
dyde . . mid druncennysse. c 1000 Ags. Gosp. Luke xxi. 34 
On ofer-fylie and on druncennesse [ Hatton G. druncenesse]. 
£1200 Triu. Cell , . Horn 37 J?e fule floddri of drunk_ennes.se. 
a 1300 Cursor M. 27897 Schortly al iuels J>at es Riueli be- 
cums of drunkenness [v.rr. drunkynnes, drinkynnes]. 1398 
Trevisa Barth, De P . R. xvi. ix. (1495! 557 The purpur red 
amatistus. . helpyth ayenst dronkennesse. 155s Eden De- 
cades 101 His noble men in their droonkennesse had so 
abused their toonges. 1674 R. Godfrev Inj. <$* Ab. Physic 
71 We having drunk pretty high though not to drunken- 
ness. 1789 Bkntham Princ, Legist, xix. § 15 With what 
chance of success for example would a legislator go about, 
to extirpate drunkenness. .by dint of legal punishment? 
2872 Napheys Prev. <§• Cure Dis. n. vii. 602 Drunkenness 
is frequently a disease. 

b. Jig. Intoxication of the mind or spirit. 

C1200 Ormin 14333 To 3ifenn mannkinn . .gastli3 drunken- 

nesse. 1526 Pilgr. Per/. (W. de W. 1531) 291 This in- 
ebriacyon or heuenly dronkennesse of the spiryte. 1855 
Macaulay Hist. Eng, IV. 733 In the drunkenness of factious 
animosity. 2873 Ham erton Intell. Life n. i. (1875) 45 A 
divine drunkenness was given to them. 

c. Unsteadiness of the thread of a screw. 

178S Phil. Trans. LXXVI. 21 To free the screw from 
what workmen call drunkenness. Ibid.., Otherwise the 
curved screw would be subject to. .drunkenness. 

t Drirnkenslup, 06s. [f. as prec. 4 -ship. 

See also Dbunkshir.] = Drunkenness. 

C1440 Gesta Rom. H. 371 (Add. MS.) They drawe to 
lecherye, and dronkynship. 1474 Caxton Ckesse 68 Dronk- 
enshyp is the begynnyng of alle euylles. 1542 Boorde 
Dyetaryxx i. (2870) 284 Quinces, .dothe preseruea man from 
dronkenshyppe. 1355 in Strype Eccl. Mem. III. App. xlii. 
113 How agreeth Christe with Belyall or dronkenshippe ? 

t Dra*n3reusome, a. 06s. exc. dial. [f. as 
prec. + -some.] Addicted to drunkenness. 

a 1300 Cursor M. 26x88 Brath, and drunkensum, and 
skald. £1400 Apol. Loll, 54 Drunkunsum men, vsurers, and 
who euer is contrari to doctrin, and to j> e word of God, 
he is anticrist. 2567 St at. Triti. Coll. Edin. 249 in W. Mait- 
land Hist. Edin. 11.(1753)211 Gif ony of the Beidmen be 
drunkinsome. 1825 Jamieson, Druckensum . 

t Brxrnker. 06s. Also -kar. [f. Drunk 
ppl.a.+- ERL] = Drunkard. 

1538 Starkey England n. i. 171 Al craftys men in cytys 
and townys wych are drunkerys. .schold be..punnyscnyd. 
1539 Taverner Erasm. Prov. (1552) 62 Oure common pro- 
uer be. . Children, drunk ers and fooles, can not lye. 2608 
Rowlands Humors Looking Glasse 21 Two honest Drunkars 
must goe drinke a pot. 

Driinkery (drtnjkari). [f. Drunk ppl. a . : 
see -ery.] A place to get drunk in ; a contemptuous 
appellation of a public-house or drink-shop. 

1836 J. Livesey Malt Liquor Led. in Pearce Life (1887), 
While about every twentieth house is metamorphosed into 
a drunkery. 2809 Daily News 29 June, He thought it was 
offensive to set up a drunkery in the middle of a public park. 

Drankhead, drunkify, drunkish : see after 
Drunk ppl. a. 

Drunklew : see Drunkelew. 

+ Drirnlniess. 06s. Also 2-5 drimkenesse. 
[Early ME. druncenesse , for druncennesse : the e 
of the second syllable becoming at length mute.] 
«= Drunkenness. 

£2160 Hatton Gosp. Luke xxi. 34 Mid druncenesse. £2175 
Lamb, Horn. 33 ?e nulleft forleten . . ^ifernesse and drunc- 
nesse._ c 2386 Chaucer Pars. T. 1*748 Dronkenesse 
that is the horrible sepulture of mannes reson. 2530 
Rastell Bk. Purgat. it. xvi, Over come by sykenes or by 
dronknes. 2655 H. Vaughan Siler Stint., Check iv. (1858) 
85 He bids beware of drunknes, surfeits, care. 1702 De Foe 
True-born Eng. 11. 200 Drunk’ness has been the Darling of 
the Realm, E’er since a Drunken Pilot had the Helm, 
t Bmrnkship. 06s. Also 4-5 drnnko-, 
dronke-. [f. Drunk ppl. a, 4 * -ship ; or shortened 
as prec. from drunkenshipi] = Drunkenness. 

1393 Gower Conf. II. 132 Upon his drunkeship They 
bounden him with cheines faste. 2474 Caxton Ckesse in. vi. 
H iv b, Ful of glotonye and dronksliip. c 1530 Pol. Rel.be C. 
Poems 32 Drunkeshippe doyth ryght nougnt evynly. 
b. A drunken company. 

2486 Bk. St. Albans F vij, A Dronkship of Coblers. 
Dmnksome, drunky : see after Drunk ppl. a. 
Bmp, obs. form of Droop. 

Drupaceous (drwp^-Jbs), a. Bot . [f, mod.L. 
driipa \ see next and -aceous.J Of the nature of 
a diupe, or characterized by bearing drupes; belong- 
ing to the Drupaceae, a subdivision of the Rosacea 
bearing stone-fruits. 

282a 1 Good Study Med. vi. iii. IV. 687 In drupaceous fruits, 
1830 Lindley Nat. Syst. Bot. 74 Fruit 1 -seeded, hard and 
dry, and drupaceous. 1835 — Introd. Bot. (1848) 1 . 163 
The Peach and other drupaceous plants. 2866 Treas, Bot. I, 
54/2 The drupaceous subdivision of the rose family. 

Drupe (dr£p). Bot. [ad. mod. Bot.L. drupa, a 
stone-iruit, L. drupa, druppa (sc. oliva) over-ripe, 
wrinkled olive -Gr. dpbmrd in same sense ; cf. F. 
drupe (1798 in Hatz.-Darm.).] A stone-fruit ; a 
fleshy or pulpy fruit enclosing a stone or nut 
having a kernel, as the olive, plum, and cherry. 
*753 Chambers Cycl. Snpp., Drupe , among botanists, a 
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species of pericarpxum, consisting of a soft, fleshy, and suc- 
culent pulp, in the center of which there is a nucleus. _ 2792 
W. Bartram Carolina 41 From the bosom of each leaf is pro- 
duced a single oval drupe. 2828 Stark Elem. Nat. H 1st. 
II. 469 Jasmineae .. Their fruit is a capsule, a drupe or a 
berry. £1854 Whittier Lay Old Time 2 Sighing o’er his 
bitter fruit For Eden’s drupes of gold. 2870 Bentley Bot. 
£05 The Drupe is a superior, one-celled, one or 2 seeded, 
indehiscent fruit, having a fleshy or pulpy sareocarp. 

Drupel (drw-pel). Bot. [ad. mod.L. drupella , 
dim. ot drtipa Drupe.] A little drupe : such as 
those of which a blackberry is composed. 

2835 }%E¥tsL.ow Princ. Bot. 108 The numerous small drupes, 
or ‘drupels’ of the raspberry, and other Rubi. 2870 Bentley 
Bot. 308. 2872 Oliver Elem. Bot. 1. vii. 96 The fruit of the 
Blackberry .. consisting of a number of succulent little 
drupes (called drupels), .each drupel answering to an acheue 
of buttercup or strawberry. 

Drupelet (droplet). Bot. [-let.] = prec. 

2880 Grafs Struct. Bot. vii. § 2. 297 The several peri- 
carps of the aggregate blackberry and raspberry are dimi- 
nutive drupes or Drupelets. 

Drupeole (dr«*p/,0<d). Bot. [f. L, type *drii- 
peola , irregularly formed dim. of drupa : cf. mod. 
F. druptole , drupolei\ =pree. 

2866 Treas. Bot., Drupeole , a little drupe. 

Dmpi'f er OTIS , a. rare. [f. mod.L. drupa + 
-PEROUS : in F. drupifirel\ Drupe-bearing. 

2775 Romans Hist. Florida 85 Wild plants chiefly of the 
Drupiferous and Bacciferous kind. 

Drupose (dnrp^s). Ckem. [f. Drupe + -ose, 
forming names of carbo-hydrates, as ghicose, dex- 
trose .] (See quot.) 

2872 Watts Did . Ckem. VI. 547 Drupose , C^HaiOp, a 
substance produced together with glucose, by the action of 
boiling moderately diluted hydrochloric acid on glycodru- 
pose, the stony concretions found in pears . . It is a greyish- 
red body, similar in structure and physical properties to 
glycodrupose. 

Druri, -y, obs. forms of Dreary a. 

Drurie, var. of Drowrie, Sc. f. Dowry. 
Drury, var * Druery Obs. 

Druse 1 (drwz). Min. [a. G. druse = Boh. druza 
in same sense.] a. A crust of small crystals 
lining the sides of a cavity in a rock. b. A cavity 
of this description. 

[1753 Chambers Cycl. Supp., Drnsa, . .a name given by 
some of the Saxon miners to the common pyrites, and by 
others to some peculiar kinds of it.] i8ix Pinkerton Petral. 
II. 576 A hard concreted stony crust, called druse , adhering 
to the inside of the cavity. 2839 Murchison Silur. Syst. 1. 
xx. 260 Veins and druses lined with crystals of quartz. 
a 185a Macgillivray Nat. Hist. Dee Side (1855) 454 Good 
crystals occasionally one inch broad are found in druses of 
the Granite on Bennachiche. 

Druse druze (dn7z), s6. (a.) [ad. Arab. 
Duruz, a form of plural used for names of 

nations : see note below.] One of a political and 
religious sect of Mohammedan origin, inhabiting the 
region round Mount Lebanon in Syria. 

Believed to derive their name from Ismail al-Darazt 
(i. e. the tailor), who, in a.d. 1040, supported the claims of 
the 6th Fatimite Caliph, Hakim Biamrillahi, to be a divine 
incarnation, and introduced this belief to the Lebanon. 

2786 tr. Ruffin (title) _ A historical Memoir concerning the 
Drusis, a people inhabiting Mount Lebanon; a Catechism 
[etc.], translated from Drusean MSS. 1798 Sotheby tr. 
Wielaud’s Oberon (1826) I. 125 Sithence our Drusi prince is 
loathsome grown. 2837 Penny Cycl. IX. 160/1 The emir of 
the Druses is tributary to the pachalik of Acre, on condition 
that no Turk shall reside within his territories. 2895 W. 
Wright Palmyra Zenobia xxv. 298 The thick stumpy 
Druze women. 

Hence Dru'sedom, the system of the Druses. 
Also Dra'sian, -eau, sb. {obs.) and a. 

1602 R. Johnson Kingd. <4 Cornnm. (2603) 553 Sydon, 
now the strong receptacle of the stiffe-necked Drusians. 
j 2623 Purchas Pilgrimage (1614) 87 A Drusian Lord, kept 
himselfe out of his hands. 1786 [see above], 1877 Encycl. 

! Brit. VII. 484/2 The full exposition of the Drusian creed 
I . . would require a volume of considerable size. 1890 Blackiv. 
Mag. CXLVIII. 750/2 A convert from Drusedom. Ibid. 
762/2 The dogmas of esoteric Drusedom. 

Dru’siform, a. rare. [f. Druse 1 4- -form.] 
Having the form of druse. 

1757 tr. HenckeVs Pyritol. 361 Drusiform mountain- 
crystal. 

Drust, obs. form of durst , pa, t. of Dare vlS 
Drusy (dn7*zi), a. [f. Druse 1 4 - -y.] Covered 
or lined with a crust of minute crystals. 

1794 Kirwan Elem. Min. (ed. 2) I. 31 A surface on which 
very minute crystals abound is called drusy. 2842 Trimmer 
Prad. Geol. 83. 1869 Phillips Vesuv. xi. 308 Occasional 
cavities — drusy or lined with crystals. 1879 Rutley Study 
Rocks x . 255 The botryoidal or mammillated forms of hema- 
tite, .line drusy cavities. 

Drusye, obs. form of Drowsy. 

+ Brut. Obs. In 3 dru^, 5 druit. [a. OF. 
dr ltd, drut , dru friend, lover : see Druery.] 
Darling, love, friend. 

a 1240^ Wohunge in Cott. Horn. 269 Ihesu swete ihesu mi 
druS mi derling. a 1400-50 Alexander 5123, I drysse 30 w 
here a diademe 3oure druits to were. 

[The OF. word, orig. adj., = It. drudo, late L. drudns 
(Capitulary of Charles the Bald', is app. of German origin, 
corresp. to OHG. trut (in Otfrid drut, drud), Ger. traut 
dear, beloved : see Kluge and Diez.] 

Druvy : see Drovy. Druwery, var. Druery. 


Bruxy Cdr^ksi), a. Also 6 dricksie. [formerly 
dricksie, f. Drix t >y.] Of timber : Having decayed 
spots concealed by healthy wood. 

2589 Puttenham Eng. Poesie m. xix. (Arb.) 212 We liken 
. . an old man who laboureth with continuall infirmities to 
a drie and dricksie oke. 1722 W. Sutherland Shipbuilder's 
Assist. 160 Druxy Plank or Timber decayed and spungy 
28. . Lloyds ’ Reg. in Dana Seamen's Friend (1856) 347 The 
inside planking to be. .free from all foxy, druxy, or decayed 
planks. £ 1850 Rndim. Navig. (Weale) 116 Druxey, a state 
of decay in timber with white spongy veins, the most decep- 
live of any defect. 1875 Laslett Timber $ Timber Trees 
36 Producing, .what is technically termed a ‘ druxy knot V 
Druye, drtiy^e, obs. forms of Dry. 

Drw, obs. form of drew, pa. t. of Draw 7 v. 
Drwry, var. Druery ; rare obs. f. Dreary a. 
Dry (droi), a. {< adv .) Forms : 1 dry 33, dri3e, 
2-4 ctrige, dxei(e, 3 druie, (Orm.) drig^e, 3-4 
druye, drue, 3-7 drie, 4 dryge, drui^e, druy^e, 
draye, dre5e, drey(e, dri, 4-7 drye, 6 drygh., 
drigh, 4- dry. [OE. dryge (i-*drugi-) in ablaut 
relation with M Du. droghe , droghe, Du. droog, 
MLG., LG. drog(e, droge, dreuge ['.—*draugi-), f. 
OTeut. ablaut-series * drettg draug-, drug- to 
be dry, whence also OE. drug/ an to dry, drilgab 
Drought, and (with formative suffix) OHG. iro - 
chan, Ger. trocken dry.] 

I. As a physical quality. 

1 . Destitute of or free from moisture; not wet 
or moist; arid ; of the eyes, free from tears. 

£ 2000 Ags. Gosp. Matt. xii. 43 He gseS £eond dri^e stowa 
[. Lindisf. G. dryia, Rushw. G. dry^e, Hatton G. dre^e 
stowa]. <21175 Cott. Horn. 227 He hi ledde ofer se mid 
dreie fote. c 1175 Lamb. Horn. 87 God horn ledde ofer j?a 
rede se, mid dru^e fotan. 2340 Ayenb. 240 Ase desert 
is hard and draye. £1374 Chaucer Anel. fy Arc. 336 Ne 
never mo myne eyen two bee drye. £2400 Lanfranc's 
Cirurg. 125 pei leien a dreie clooj? vndir. c 244,0 Promp. 
Parv. 232/1 Dry fro moysture, siccus. 1529 Rastell Pas- 
tynie , Hist. Brit. { 1811)155 Men [went] over a fote drye. 
a 1562 G. Cavendish Wolsey (18931 243 Among whome was 
not oon drie eye. 2598 R. Bernard tr. Terence { 2607) 226 
As dry as a kixe [~kexj. 2670 Narborough Jml. in Acc. 
Sev. Late Voy. 1. (1711) 52 The Air rather sharper and dryer. 
2697 Dryden Virg. Georg, iv. 542 Rub his Temples, with 
fine Towels, dry. 2799 Med. Jrnl. I. 299 Atmospheric air in 
the driest possible state. 1806-7 J Berksford Miseries 
Hum. Life (.2826) 11. xviii, Titl every blade is as dry as a bone. 

? 1834 Orange Song tin Hansard Ser. in. XXXII. 717), Then 
put your trust in God, my boys, And keep your powder dry! 

■fb. In mediaeval physiology : One of the funda- 
mental qualities of elements, humours, planets, etc. ; 
opp. to moist. (See Cold a. 6.) Obs. 

c 888 K. AClfred Booth, xxxiii. § 4 Sie eorp is dry3e and 
ceald. £1050 Byrhtfertk's Handboc in Anglia VIII. 299 
EovSe ys ceald and drig^e, a 2300 Cursor M. 3563 His 
blode pan wexus dri and cald. c 1400 Lanfranc's Cirurg. 
20 pe qualitees. . ben foure : hoot, coold,_ moist and drie. 2578 
Lyte Dodoens m. lxxviii. 426 Aconit is hoate and drie in 
the fourth degree. 1621 Burton Anat. Mel. 1 ii.ni._xv. 
(1651) 128 Saturn and Mercury, the Patrons of Learning, 
are both dry Planets. 2829 J. Wilson Conipl. Diet Astral. 

3 Madness, melancholy .. and all diseases proceeding from 
a dry habit. 

c. Of a season or climate : Free from or deficient 
in rain ; having scanty rainfall ; not rainy. 

1297 R. Glouc. (1724) 531 Thulke 3er was that somerso 
druye & so hot. 2500-20 Dunbar Thistle Rose 70 Dame 
, Nature., bad eik Juno .. That scho the hevin suld keip 
amene and dry ; 2613 Purchas Pilgrimage (1614) 560 Mise 
are multiplied in drie seasons. 2626 Bacon Nat. Hist. § 807 
A Drie March, and a Drie May, portend a Wholesome 
Summer, if there be a Showring Aprill betweene. #1715 
Burnet Own Time (1766) I. 322 The Summer had been the 
driest that was known of some years. Mod. Arable land 
that does fairly well in a dry year. 

2. That has given up or lost its natural or ordinary 
moisture ; dried, desiccated, parched, withered 
Now arch, or sunk in sense I. 

£950 Lindisf. Gosp. Luke xxiii. 31 Forfton gif in groene 
tree <5as doaS, in dry si huaed woroes? [Rushw. on dryje,; 
Ags. G. on J?am drigean.] a 2225 Auer. R. 276 Ofte druie 
sprintles bereft’ winberien ? a 2300 Cursor M. 20747 His 
arms war al cl ungen dri [v.rr. drei, diy]. 1398 Trevisa* 
Barth. De P. R. xvn. xxxvii. (24951 625 Yf oide men ete 
ofte drye fygges. £ 2450 St. Cutkbert (Surtees) 3523 When my 
mouthe was dry for thrist. 2582 N. Lichefield tr. 
Castanheda's Couq. E. Ind. xx iv, 62 Greate store of drie 
Cinamon. 1677 Lond. Gaz, No. 1232/1, 3 French Prizes, 
laden with dry Fish from Newfoundland. 2756 C. Lucas 
Ess. Waters I. 79 A dry tongue can no more taste, than a 
dry eye see. .distinctly. 

b. Said, of a body of water, or of moisture on 
a surface, that has disappeared by evaporation, or 
by being wiped or drained away : Dried up. 

£2386 Chaucer Knt.'s T. 2166 The brode Ryuer somtyme 
waxeth dreye. 2563 W. Fulke Meteors (1640) 2 b, If there 
be a plash ot water, .standing in the heate of the Sunne, it 
will soone be drie. 2632 Lithgow Trav. vi. 279 We saw a 
quadrangled dry Pond. 1697 Dampier Voy. 1. v. 95 Some 
small Rivers, .are dry at certain seasons of the year. 1707 
Watts Plymn ‘ Come, we that love the Lord' x, Then let 
our songs abound, And ev’ry tear be dry. __ ? 1799 in J. W. 
Cole Lives Generals Penin. i-Var (1832) I. ii. 70 Before the 
sweat was dry on his brow. 

8. Of persons: Wanting or desirous of drink; 
thirsty. Cf, A-dry. (Now only in vulgar use.) 
b. transf. Of things or conditions : Causing thirst. 

2406 Hoccleve La Male Regie 135 The thirsty hete of 
hertes drie. a 1536 Calisto $ Mel. m Hazl. Dodsley 1- 79 
j To eat when I will, and drink when I am dry. *057 
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Cokatke Obstinate Lady iv, Hi , Boy. I am very dry with 
singing and dancing, yaq. Follow me to the wine cellar ! 
1738 Wesley Hymn , ‘ Of Him ivho did Salvation bring * 
viii, I drink, and yet am ever dry. 1807 Pike Sources 
Mississ. (1810) II. 182, I returned hungry, weary and dry, 
and had only snow to supply the calls of nature. 1890 
Beeton's Chris tm. Amu 17 Come in, you look dry; let’s 
have a wet. Mod. Better have a pint ; it's dry work. 
fig, 1610 Shaks. 'Temp. 1. ii. 112 So drie he was for 
Sway. 

4. Not yielding; water (or other liquid) ; exhausted 
of its supply of liquid. 

a 1300 Cursor M. 310 i.Gott.) He es welle bat neuer is 
drey. 1576 Fleming Panop l . Efist. 378 It would .. drawe 
the veyne of mine invention drie, 164a Fuller Holy^ 4* 
Prof. St. iv. xiii. 304 It must be a dry flower, .out of which 
this bee sucks no honey, 1874 J. T. Micklethwaite 
Modern Par. Churches 160 A dry inkstand. 1883 Century 
Mag. J uly 323/1 Wasting large sums of money on ‘ dry holes ' 
[unproductive oil-wells]. Mod. Our own well never runs dry. 
b. spec . Of cows, sheep, etc.: Not yielding milk. 
c 1440 Jacob's Well (E. E. TVS.) 37 3if bou paye tythe for 
leyse to ju mylche beestys, & no3t of jfi diye beestys. 152? 
Fitzherb. Hush. § 39 The dammes wil waxe drye, ana 
wayne theyr lambes theym selfe. i6s8 W. Burton I tin. 
Anton. 187 (L.) At home their allowance ... was no more 
than three milch cowes; and in case any of them became 
dry, the parishioners supplied them again. 1789 Trans. Soc. 
Arts (ed. 2) II. 100 What we term dry sheep (viz. wethers, 
barren ewes, &c.). 1890 Daily News 8 Dec. 26/5 Twenty 

thousand breeding ewes . . the remainder being what are 
called ‘ dry sheep '. 

5. Not under, in, or on water; not submerged 
(see also Dry land) ; f inland (quot. 1599) ; drawn 
or cast up on shore, as a boat or a fish. 

£•1200 Ormin 14862 Swa ]>att te33 o be drbfte grund Wei 
sa^henn openn we^e. a 1300 Cursor M. 381 Drightin.. 
bad a dri sted suld be. 1393 Gower Con f. I. 220 Came 
none of hem to lotide drey, c 1460 Towns ley Myst. 2 
That at is dry the erth shalle be, The waters also I calle 
the see. 1399 Hakluyt Voy. II. 268 Aleppo .. is the 
greatest place of traffique for a dry towne that is in all 
these parts. 3699 Dampier Voy. II. 11. 93 The Head of his 
Ketch was dry, and at the Stern, there was above 4 Foot 
Water. 1793 Smeaton Edystone L. § 195 note , In dry work 
the difference of hardness, .is less apparent. 1798 R. Dodo 
Port Load. 5 Further dry arches on each shore. 1816 
Keatinge Trazt. (1817) II. 55 The tide leaves them dry. 

6. Of bread (or toast) : Without butter or the like. 
2579 Fulke Refut. Rastell 762 The words . . wold not 

agree to drie bread, 1840 Dickens Old C. Shop (libr. ed.) 
II. ix. 66 Making some thin dry toast. 1884 G. Allen 
P hills tia III. 157 The meal.. of dry bread with plain tea. 

7. Solid, not liquid. 

1722 Ogle in Lo)id. Gaz. No. 6091/1 Neither the Wine 
nor dry Provisions were come. 1806 Hutton Course Math. 
I. 27 By this are measured all dry wares, as, Com, Seeds, 
Roots, Fruits, Salt, Coals, Sand, Oysters, &c. 

8. Of wines, etc, : Free from sweetness and fruity 
flavour. 

a 1700 B. E. Diet. Cant. Crew , Dry-wine , a little rough 
upon, but very grateful to the Palate. 1706 Farquhar 
Recruiting Officer \x\. (1728) 43 Many a dry bottle have we 
crack’d hand to fist. 1848 Thackeray Bk. Snobs xlvfii, 
Where’s the old dry wine ■? 1887 J. A. Sterry Lazy Minstr ., 
Bolney Ferry (1892) 187 In Mrs. Williams’ driest sherry 
He toasts the Lass of Bolney Ferry ! 

9. Metalhcrgy. Said of copper, tin, or lead, in 
the brittle and coarse-grained condition which they 
exhibit before refining, or when insufficiently de- 
oxidated in refining. 

2875 lire's Did. Arts I. 918 When the operation of 
refining begins, the copper is dry or brittle. . Its grain is 
coarse, open, and somewhat crystalline. Ibid. 919 Copper, in 
the dry state, has a strong action upon iron. i 83 i Raymond 
Mining Gloss., Dry copper. Under-poled copper. Copper 
not poled enough to remove all sub-oxide. 

10. iransf. Of or relating to dry substances or 
commodities; dry measure , measure of capacity 
for non-liquids. 

1688 R. Holme Armoury m. 337/2 A Pint ... is the least 
of dry measures. 1882 Vines Sachs' Bot. 703 The loss in 
the dry weight connected with the exhalation of carbon 
dioxide. 1887 Whitaker's Almanack 363 In dry or com 
measure, eight bushels, .make a quarter. 1891 Daily News 
9 Nov. 3/6 In both wet and dry departments separate rooms 
are set apart for all deadly drugs. 

11. Not associated or connected with liquid, 
a. Not accompanied or associated with drink ; in 
U.S. political slang, said of places which favour 
the prohibition of the liquor traffic, b. Of diseases, 
etc, : Not marked by a discharge of matter, phlegm, 
etc, c. Not accompanied with tears, f d. Not ac- 
companied with bloodshed : see also f. (obs.) ©. 
Said of processes or apparatus in which no liquid 
is used. f. phr. To die a dry death : i.e. without 
bloodshed, or (in Shaks.) without drowning. 

a. 1483 Cath. A ngl. 108/2 A Dry feste, xerofagia. 1579 
Fulke Refut. Rastell 778 The Papistes make a drie com- 
munion, when they robbe the people of the cuppe. 1591 G. 
Fletcher Russe Commw. r 3 Priviledge to drinke. .at drye or 
prohibited times. 1399 H. Buttes Dyets drie Dinner A v, 
A Dry Dinner . . without all drinke, except Tobacco (which 
also is but Dry Drinke). 1667 Poole Dial. betw. Protest, 
be Papist (1735) 198 It was not a dry Feast.. they had drink 
with it. 1888 Bryce Amer. Commw. II. liv. 350 note, A 
local option system, under which each county decides 
whether it will be * wet' or ‘dry’ (i e. permit or forbid the 
sale of intoxicants). 1892 Daily News 7 Apr. 3/6 Dividing 
the receipts at the music-halls . . as they are named in the 
trade Wet Money’ and ‘Dry Money* [i.e. money paid for 
refreshments, and for admission], 

D. c 1400 Lanfranc's Cirurg. 57 pe drie discrasie {>ou 


schalt knowe hi f>e .. litil quytture. 1581 Mulcaster 
Positions xii. (1887) 61 Good for the drie cowghe. 2704 
F, Fuller Med. Gymn . (1718) 182 Occasion’d by the Dry- 
Gripes of that Country. 2812 Hooter Med. Diet. s. v. 
Colica , This is called, .from its victims, the plumbers’ and 
the painters’ colic ; from its symptoms, the dry belly-ache, 
the nervous and spasmodic colic. 1834 J. Forbes Laen- 
nec's Dis. Chest (ed. 4) 83 The expression dry catarrh 
involves a contradiction if we. look to etymology..! shall 
employ it. .to designate those inflammations of the bronchi 
which are attended with little or no expectoration. 

C. 1619 W. Whateley God's Husb. ii. (1622) 49 The 
Lord will not reiect dry sorrow, if he see. it hearty and 
tsue. a 1700 Dryden (J.), Dry mourning will decays more 
deadly bring.. Give sorrow vent, and let the sluices go. 
1852 Hawthorne Blithedale Rom . xxv, Dry sobs they 
seemed to be. 

d. 1618 Daniel Cell Hist. Eng. 75 (D.) Thus are both 
sides busied in this drie warre. 2660 Fuller Mixt Con- 
tempt. (184T) 204 If we should be blessed with a dry peace, 
without one drop of blood therein. 

©. 1796 Kirwan Elern. Min. (ed. 2) II. 395 In the Dry 
way, it may be essayed when pulverized. 1816 J. Smith 
Panorama Sc. <$■ Art II. 386 Iron .. precipitates nickel 
from its acid solutions, and in the dry way takes from it the 
sulphur which it contains, c 2865 Letheby in Circ. Sc. I. 
127/2 The first dry-meter was patented by Mr. Malam in 
1820. 2879 J. M. Duncan Led. Dis. Women xxx. C18.89) 
250, I have often seen the knife used in the manner which 
..is called dry tapping. 2890 Walmsley Elecir. in Serv. 
Man 108 Dry piles -- that is, batteries where no fluids were 
used — were first constructed by Behrens (1806). 

f. 1592 Shaks. Two Gent. 1. i. 158 Destin'd to a drier 
death on shore. 1610 — Temp. 1. i. 72, I. would faine dye 
a dry death. 2594 Mirr. Policy (15991 uj* Tyrants, .goe 
neuer to Pluto with a drie death. . without bloud and murder. 
1688 R. L’Estrange Brief Hist. Times III. 275 He dy’d 
rather a Dry Death, then a Bloudy. 

f!2. Of a blow, or a beating: properly, That does 
not draw blood (as a blow given with a stick or 
the fist, which merely causes a bruise) ; by some 
app. used vaguely, « Hard, stiff, severe. Obs. 

2330 Palsgr. 306/2 Bio, blewe and grene coloured, as ones 
body is after a drie stroke. 2577 tr. Ballinger's Decades 
(1592)94 A Iewe. .couered with woundes and swelling drye 
blowes. 1390 Shaks. Com. Err. n. ii. 64. 2626 Surfl. & 
Markh. Country Farme 712 Give him many a drie bob. 
2709 Steele Tatler No. 38 P 3 Many a dry Blow was 
strenuously laid on by each Side. 2721 Vind. Sachez>erell 
44 The Fellow. . had an honest dry drubbing, a 1774 Goldsm. 
tr. Scarrotis Comic Rom. I. 104 Having got nothing but 
dry blows and empty pockets. 

II. Figurative senses. 

13. Feeling or showing no emotion, impassive ; 
destitute of tender feeling; wanting in sympathy 
or cordiality ; stiff, hard, cold. In early use, 
chiefly : Wanting spiritual emotion or unction. 

C1200 Ormin 9883 Hae]?enn follkess herrte Iss. .drme, & 
all wibbutenn daew. c 1380 Wyclif Set. Wks. III. 27 Weet- 
ynge of hevenly deew to her drie hertis. c 1450 tr. De 
Imitations 11. viii. 48 Hov dry & hov harde bou art wiboute 
ihesu ! 2326 Pilgr. Perf. (W. de W. 2532) 87 b, Drye, dull, 

or vndeuoute in spirituall thynges. 1637 Rutherford Lett. 
(1862) I. 440 He .. is grown miskenning and dry to His 
poor friends. 1761 -2 Hume Hist. Eng. (1806) V. lxxi. 321 
Noted for an address so cold, dry, and distant, that it was 
very difficult . . to soften or familiarize it. 2823 T. J efferson 
Autobiog. Wks. 1859 I. no Lord North’s, answers were dry, 
unyielding, .and betrayed an absolute indifference to the 
occurrence of a rupture. 1852 Mrs. Stowe Uncle Tom's C. 
xxvi. 244 ‘ Well 1 ’ said St. Clare, in a tone of dry endurance. 

14. Said of a jest or sarcasm uttered in a matter- 
of-fact tone and without show of pleasantry, or of 
humour that has the air of being unconscious or 
unintentional; also of a person given to such 
humour; caustically witty ; in early use, ironical. 

2542 Udall Erasm. Apoph. Pref.*v, Of the subtile knackes, 
of the drye mockes .. whiche Socrates, dooeth there vse. 
1589 Puttenham Eng. Poesie m. xviii. (Arb.) 199 The 
figure Ironia, which we call the drye mock. 1601 Shaks. 
Ttvel. N. 1. iii. 81, I. v. 45. 1709 Rainbl. Fuddle-Cups 7 
Keep your Flirts to your self, and your merry dry Bobs. 
2828 Scott Hrt. Midi, v, [He] was .. something . of a 
humorist and dry joker. 2864 Burton Scot Abr. I. iii. 129 
Froissart, with a touch of dry humour, explains that their 
allies had no objection to speed the exit of the poorer knights. 

f!5. Yielding no fruit, result, or satisfaction ; 
barren, sterile, unfruitful, jejune. (Cf. 4 .) Obs. (or 
merged in sense 1 7 ). 

a 1340 Hampole Psalter vi. 6, I sail make it to here froit, 
bat bifore was drye fra goed werkes. 2526 Pilgr. Perf. 
(W. de W. 1531) 67 b, He shall go drye, and for a surety 
haue no perfeccyon. 1590 Spenser F. Q. i. i. 42 One. . 
whose dryer braine Is tost with troubled sights and fancies 
weake. a 1680 Glanvill (J.), That the fire burns by heat, is 
an empty dry return to the question, and leaves us still 
ignorant. 

fb. Of persons: Miserly, stingy; reserved, un- 
communicative. (Cf. 4 .) Obs. 

2552 Huloet, Drye fellow whom some call a pelt or 
pinchbecke. 2604 etc. [see Dry-fist]. 2622 Cotgr. s. v. 
Acquests, He is but a drie fellow, there is nought to be got 
by dealing with him. 2681 W. Robertson Phraseol. Gen. 
(1603) 509 Dry or reserved. 2688-9 Ld. Clarendon Diary 
(T.), He thanked me . . and said, he had not seen so par- 
ticular an account of those affairs before : but he was very 
dry as to all things else. 

16. Lacking adornment or embellishment, or some 
addition ; meagre, plain, bare ; matter-of-fact. 

2626 Laud Wks. (1849) II. 370 And if they say.. they 
believe them in the Church’s sense; yet that dry shift will 
not serve, a 2637 B. Jonson Discoveries, Precipiendi modi 
(1640) 116 As wee should take care, that our style in writing, 
be neither dry, nor empty. 1647 H» More.SVw£ of Soul Ho 
Rdr. 7/1 Contemplations concerning the dry essence of the 


Deity are very consuming and unsatisfactory. 2648 Gage 
West Ind. ii. 6 With a pension and dry title only. 2678 
Cudworth InteU.Syst. Pref., Enforced thereunto, by Dry 
Mathematical! Reason, c 27x4 Lady M. W. Montagu 
Let. to Mrs. Hetvet (1887) I. 34 I would willingly return., 
something more, .than dry thanks impertinently expressed. 
2803 Ld. Eldon in Vesey's Rep. VIII. 435 It is the case of 
a dry trust, all the debts and legacies being long paid. 
2859 Darwin Orig. Spec, ii, A long catalogue of dry facts. 

17. Deficient in interest ; unattractive, distasteful, 
insipid. {Jig. from food that wants succulency.) * 

1621 Burton Anat. Mel. 1. ii. 1. ii. (1651) 39 Our subtle 
Schoolmen . . are weak, dry, obscure. 2662 Pep vs Diary 
12 May, Methought it was a poor dry Sermon. 271a 
Addison Sped. No. 315 v> 3 These Points are dry in them- 
selves to the generality of Readers. 1780 Harris Philol. Enq «, 
Wks. (2841; 425 If these speculations appear too dry, they 
may be rendered more pleasing, if the reader would peruse 
the two pieces criticised. 2790 J. Q. Adams Wks. 11854) 
IX. 567 Mankind have an aversion to the study of the 
science of government. Is it because the subject is dry? 
2843 M. Pattison Ess. (1889) 1* M Annals, .valuable to the 
antiquary, but dry and profitless to others. 

18. Art. Characterized by stiff and formal out- 
lines ; lacking in softness or mellowness ; frigidly 
precise. 

2716 Notes Dryden' s trnnsl. Du Fresnoy’s A rt Painting 
224 His Manner was Gothique and very dry. Ibid. 227 
[His] manner was drier and harder than any of Raphael's 
bchool. a 2792 Sir J. Reynolds Journ. Flanders Holland 
(R.), The fail of the Angels, by F. Floris, 1554 ; which has 
some good parts, but without masses, and dry. 2850 Leitch 
Mailers Anc. Art § 205. 195 The workmanship, however, 
is still drier than in the Antonines. 2876 Humphreys Coin- 
Coil. Man. xxiv. 353 A dry and hard manner of execution. 

19. Of money, rent, or fees : Paid in hard cash, 
in actual coin. [Cf. F. argent sec, ferte seche .] 

2574 Hellowes Gueuctra's Fam. Ep. 162 Such as shal 
play at Cardes or dice for drie money. 2656 J. Harrington 
Oceana (1700) 36 Worth a matter of four millions dry rents. 
2664 Pkpys Diary 30 Sept., I am fain to preserve my vowe 
by paying 201. dry money into the poor’s box. 1694 
Prcnnci. God 64 That what could not be done by dry Money, 
might be by Debauchery. 2723 Addison Guardian No. 
97 p 5 To Zelinda’s woman. . fifteen guineas in dry money. 
2723 Berkeley Let. to T. Prior 12 June Wks. 2871 IV. 1x2 
It hath cost me 130 pounds dry fees, besides expedition- 
money to men in office. i83s Standard 3 Apr. 2/6 He had 
played in Defendant's house.. but not for ‘ dry money'. 

20 . j Diy light (an expression derived from a 
doubtful or corrupt passage in Heraclitus ; ed. By- 
water 30 ): ‘Light’ untinged by any infusion of 
personal predilection, prejudice, or fancy. 

2625 Bacon Ess., Friendship 7* 7 Heraclitus saith in one of 
his zEnigmaes: Dry Light is euer the best. — Apophth, 
268 Heraclitus the Obscure sayd : The drie Light was the 
best Soule. Meaning, when the Faculties Intellectual are in 
vigour, not wet, nor, as it were, bloud ed by the Affections. 
2870 Lowell Among my Bks. Ser. 1. (1873) 149 The web that 
looks so familiar and ordinary in the dry light of every day, 

B. as adv. In a dry manner, dryly. (See C. 2 .) 

2523 Ad 5 Hen. VIII, c. 4. § x If the same Worsted, so 

dry calandred, taketh any Wet. 17x0-11 Swift Lett. (1767) 
HI. 97 I talk dry and cross to him. *765 A. Dickson 
Treat. Agtdc. xix. (ed. 2) 331 Where the land is very dry 
situated. 1833 Marryat P. Simple xxviii, ‘ He's rowing 
dry, your honour — only making bilave.’ 

C. Combinations. 

1. Parasynthetic, as dry-eyed a., having dry eyes, 
tearless, not weeping ; dry-boned, -fancied, - handed , 
-leaved, - lipped , - skinned \ -long iced, etc. adjs. ; also 
dry- looking adj. See also Dky-fisted, -footed. 

1618 Brathwait Descr. Death in Farr S. P. fas. ft 
(1848) 271 Ghop-falne, crest-sunke, *drie-bon’d anatomic, 
2667 Milton /*. L. xi. 495 Sight so deform what heart of 
Rock could long *Drie-ey’d behold? 2890 Pall Mall G. 
3 Sept. 6/2 The face, .has the drawn expression of dry-eyed 
grief. 2682 H. More Annot. GlanvilTs Lux O. 50 Any 
♦dry-fancied Metaphysicians, a 1661 Holyday Juvenal 24c 
As in a *drie-mouth'd feaver. 1855 Tennyson Maud i. 
xviii. 8 The *dry-tongued laurels' pattering talk. 

2. Adverbial, in comb, with verbs and their 
derivatives, a. In a dry way ; without the use of 
liquid ; without drawing blood: as dry- rub , -scratch, 
-scrub, etc., vbs. ; dry-blowing pres. pple. ; f dry-* 
bang, f dry-baste vbs. = Dry-beat ; dry -cup- 
ping, see Cupping- i ; dry-cure v., to cure meat, 
etc. by salting and drying, as distinguished from 
pickling ; dry-grind v., to grind articles of cutlery 
without the use of water; hence dry-grinder, a 
workman employed in dry-grinding ; so dry- 
pointing, e. g. of needles and table- forks ; dry- 
salt v. = dry-cure ; dry-shave v ., (see quots.). 

c 1600 Day Begg. Bednall Gr. iv. iii, And I did not *dry bang 
ye all one after another I’de eat no more but Mustard. 2630 
Wadsworth Sp. Pilgr. vi. 58 They . . ♦dry-basted brother 
Hill and left vs. 2728-46 Thomson Spring 115 If. .a cut- 
ting gale . . *dry-blowing, breathe Untimely frost. 2822-34 
Good Study Med . (ed. 4) III. 473 The use of *dry-cupping 
between the shoulders. 2824 Ann. Reg. 259 His apparatus 
for the relief of ♦dry-grinders. 1832 Babbage Econ. Manuf. 
xix. (ed. 3) 187 ♦Dry-pointing, which also is executed, with 
great rapidity. 2495 Act 11 Hen. VII, c. 19 Preamb., Pillows 
made of. .scalded ieders and ♦drie pulled feders to gedre. 
1883 Harper’s Mag. Jan. 278/1 Goat-skins in their raw 
state come to the market * *dry salted 1869 E, A. Parkes 
Prad. Hygiene (ed. 3) 305 On intermediate days the rooms 
are *dry-scrubbed. 1620 Thomas Lat. Did., Attondere 
aliquem auro , to ridde him of his gold, to ♦drie shaue him, 
2706 Phillips, To Dry-shave, to chowse, gull or cheat 
notoriously. 2778 in Harper's Mag. (1883) 546/2 [He] shall 
be dry shaved, .and have his head dressed on the parade. 
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b. So as to "be or become dry, to dryness: as 
dry-suck, -weep vbs. ; dry-but nt , - drunken , - roasted , 
r withering ppl. adjs. 

1891 R. Kipling Light that failed xii, The grass was 
*dry- burnt in the meadows, 1589 Cogan Haven Health 
(1636) 132 Except it be very *dry rosted. 1671 Shadwell 
Humourists in, Loins of Mutton dry-roasted. 1604 Dekker 
Honest Wh. viii. Wks. 1873 II. 49 Thou *dry-suckst him, 

3 . Special attributive combs.: dry-beard, an old 
man with a dry or withered beard ; dry-bob (see 
Bob sbF) ; hence dry-bob vb. ; dry-bone (U.S.), a 
miner’s name for the silicate and other ores of zinc 
(Dana 1868); dry-bones, a contemptuous or 
familiar term for a thin or withered person, who 
has little flesh on his bones; dry-bulb ther- 
mometer, one of the two thermometers of which 
a dry- and wet-bulb hygrometer consists; dry- 
castor, * a kind of beaver, called also parchment- 
beaver' (Webster 1864); dry-cooper, a cooper 
who makes casks, etc. for dry goods; f dry- 
ditch v. trans., to work at (anything) without 
result, like one digging a ditch into which no 
water flows; dry-fly a. and v. {Angling), used 
to describe a method of fishing in which an arti- 
ficial fly is dangled just above the water ; dry 
house, a building in which miners change their 
clothing (also called drying-house , or dry) ; dry 
lodging, lodging without board; dry-march, a 
march or boundary-line not formed by a river or 
water ; dry multure, see Multure ; dry -needle 
«= dry-point ; dry pack, see Pack; dry-pile a. 
(fdripile), witb the pile dry; dry-plate ( Photogr .), 
a sheet of glass coated with collodion subsequently 
sensitized and dried, or, more usually, with an 
emulsion of gelatine (or collodion) containing a 
sensitive silver salt, and exposed to the action of 
light in a dry state ; dry-point (. Engraving ), 
(a) a sharp-pointed needle used for engraving with- 
out acid on a copper plate from which the etching- 
ground has been removed ; {b) the process of en- 
graving in this way, or an engraving so executed; 
hence dry-point vb. ; dry-puddling, see Puddling; 

dry-rent, a Rent-seck or barren rent, i. e. one 
reserved without clause of distress {obs .) ; dry- 
shearer, a workman whose business is to shear 
the nap of cloth ; dry-skin (see quot.) ; dry- 
stone a applied to a 4 dike ’ or stone wall built 
without mortar, cf. Dike sb. 6 b ; dry-stove, 
a stove for plants, with dry heat; dry wall, a 
wall built without mortar. See also Dry dock, etc. 

1749 Garrick Lethe 1. (1798) I. 11 Well said, old *dry« 
beard. 1797 T. Park Sonnets 66 By Pythagrean dry- 
beards sentenc’d. 1863 *Dry-bob [see Bob sbj\ x88i W. 
E. Norris Matrim. I. 73 You never used to dry-bob at 
Eton, did you ? 1845 James A. Neil III. xiv, Ha, old *dry- 
bones, have I caught thee at length? 1882 Watts Diet. 
Client. III. 227 Table I. To obtain the dew-point, mul- 
tiply the difference of reading of the thermometers by the 
factor opposite the *dry-bulb reading, and subtract the 
product from the dry-bulb reading. 1713 Lond. Gaz . 
No. 5308/3 Mr. Henry Taylor, *JDry Cooper, a 1670 
Racket A bp. Williams 11. (1692) 98 His adversaries did 
"’’'dry-ditch their matters and digg’d in vain. 1883 Pall 
Mall G. 29 June 4/2 The beautiful and delicate art of 
fishing with the *dry fly. 1893 Nat, Observer 5 Aug. 300/2 
You must creep up-stream as warily as if you were dry-fly- 
ing it on the Hampshire chalk. 1884. Health Exhib . 
Catal. 130/1 Drawing of *Dry House where miners change 
their clothes. 1796 in Scott Old Mort. Introd., To *drye 
Lodginge for seven weeks, £0 4 1. 1825 '.Hist, Little Pat 

{Houlstan Tracts I. xi. 3) She. . lived in one of those cellars 
which have ‘dry lodgings’ written over the door. 1820 
Scott Monast. vi, The last who went south passed the *dry- 
march at the Ridingburn with an escort of thirty spears. 
£1790 Imison Sch. Art 11. 48 The *dry needle .. is prin- 
cipally employed in the extreme light parts of water, sky, 
drapery, architecture, &c. 1600 Fairfax Tasso xx. exxiv. 

388 And loue will shoote you from his mightie bow, Weake is 
the shot that *dripile falles in snow. 1859 Photogr, News 
I- 296 Some difference of opinion exists as to the collodion 
best suited for *dry plates. 1878 Abney Photogr . (1890) 91 
In the development of dry plates . . the image . . is built up 
from the solid silver salt in the film itself. Ibid., The prac- 
tical part of dry-plate processes. 1837 Whittocic Bk. 
Trades (1842) 216 The *drypoint, or needle, is principally 
employed for the lightest parts of the engraving on the cop- 
per plate. 1883 A tken&um 24 Feb. 256/1 The etchings and 
dry-points of Venetian views which Mr. Whistler is show- 
ing. 1722 Chamberlayne in Phil. Trans. XXXII. 161 A 
kind of Tumor . . as the *Dry-sheerers, or those who dress 
Cloth, have upon their left Hands. 1701 C. Wolley Jrnl. 
in N. Y. (i860) 3 q If the Blubber be not fat and free, the 
Whale is call’d a *Dry-Skin. 18x6 Scott Old Mart. i. note , 
Called by the vulgar a *dry-stane dyke. 1878 C. R. 
Conder Tentwork Pal. 312 Siloam — a most disappointing 
pool with dry-stone walls and a little muddy water. 1828 
Craven Dial., * Dry-wa.ll, a wall without lime. *873 H. 
Spencer Study Social, iii. 1,1877) 48 A dry wall of the same 
height and stability. 

Dry, sb. Forms : see prec. [subst. use of prec.] 

1 . Dry state or condition, esp. of the atmosphere ; 
dryness, drought. 

c*200 Tritt, Coll. Horn. 123 He..J>ole 5 his unwille hwile 
druie and hwile wete. a X300 Cursor M. 6365 (Gbtt.) For na 
drie ne for na wate Ne changid J>ai neuer >air state. 137 7 Pol 
Poems (Rolls) I. 216 Thei dredde nother tempest, aruy3e 


nor wete. 14x4 Brampton Penit. Ps. Ixxvm, For dry myn 
herte to gydere is runne. 1480 Caxton Descr. hnt . 5 With 
calde ne with hete, with weet ne with drye. _ 1695 Wood- 
ward Nat. Hist. Earth vi. (1723) 272 Successions of Heat 
and Cold, Wet and Dry. 1870 Morris Earthly Par. II. 
hi. 279 At end of dry He cut his hay, to lie. long in the ram. 
1877 R. F. Burton m A ihenxum 3 Nov. 568/3 Dead water 
during the dries, and a lake with two outlets alter the 
annual rains. 

+ b. Thirst: cf. Dry a. 3. Obs. 

1377 Langl. P. PI B. xiv. 50 Ete J>is whan J>e hungreth, 
Or whan how . . cly ngest for drye. £’1460 Towneley My st. 
(Surtees) 313, I dy nere for dry. 

2 . That which is dry ; spec, dry land. In the 
dry : on, or as on, dry land ; not under water. 

a 1300 Cursor M. 383 pe dri [he] cald erth. 1382 Wyclif 
Ps. xcivfxcvj. 5 Of hym is the se, and he made xt ; and the 
drie his hondis formeden. 1784 Cowper^ Task. n. 56 When 
did the waves so haughtily o’erleap Their , ancient barriers, 
deluging the dry? 1871 G. Macdonald Sonn. cone . Jesus 
vi. When God said, ‘ Let the Dry appear I ' 

3 . A drying-place, or drying-house. 

1876 J. H. Collins in Jrnl. Soc. Arts 5 May 568/1 The floor 
or ‘pan’ of the dry is composed of fire-clay tiles. 1882 Encycl. 
Brit. XIV. 1/2 It is transferred to the drying-house or ‘ dry. . 

4 . Masonry. 1 A fissure in a stone, intersecting it 
at various angles to its bed, and rendering it unfit 
to support a load ’ (Ogilvie). 

1823 Jamieson, Dry (in a stone), a flaw. Aberd. 

Dry (drai), V. Pa. t. and pple. dried (draid). 
Forms : 1 dr^sean, 2-4 drige^n, 3 (Orm.) dri^- 
5enn, 3-4 dru.ye(n, 4 drui^e, drue, drejqe, dri, 
4-6 drey, drye, 4-7 drie, 5- dry {inflexions dries, 
drieth., drying). Pa. t. 1 drysde, drisde, 3-5 
dride, 4 dreide, dreyede, druyde, 5 dryed(e, 
4- dried. Pa. pple. 1 zedvizod, 3 {Orm.) drig- 
3edd, 4-5 dreyed, 4-8 dryed, 6-7 dride, 7 
dryde, 7-8 dry*d, 6 - dried ; {$. 7 drien), [OE. 
dryg{e)an, drlgean , f. dryge Dby a .] 

1 . trans. To make dry {e.g. by wiping, nibbing, 
exposure to heat or air, draining, etc.) ; to rid, 
deprive, or exhaust of moisture ; to desiccate. 

c 888 K. ALlfred Booth, xxxix. § 13 Se hata sumor dry^b 
and gearwaj? said and bleda. c 1000 Ags. Gosp. John xi. 2 
And drigde [Hatton G. dreide] his fet mid hyre loccon. 
ci 200 Ormin 8625 Forr k att te land wass dri^edd all And 
scorrenedd J?urrh h® druhh}>e, a 1300 Cursor M. 1401 1 Sco. . 
ban Jxun dries wit hir hare. C1400 Maundev. (1839' m* *9 
Thei dryen it at the Sonne, c 1400 tr. Secreta Secret., 
Gov. Lordsh. (E. E. T. S.) 76 J?es kynges dryes and feblys 
j?e body, a 1300 Flower Leaf (R. ), To dry their clothes 
yt were wringing weat. 1549-62 Sternhold & H. Ps. cxix. 
313 As a skin bottel in the smoke, So am I partcht and dride. 
1626 Bacon Sylva § 56 After it be dryed a little before the 
Fire. 1664 Evelyn Kal. Hort. (1729) 206 They should be 
dry’d in the Shade. 1726 Leoni tr. Albertis Archit. I. 25/1 
Wood thus dry'd .. acquires a Hardness . . by which means 
they think it is better dried. 1848 Dickens Dombey v, Mrs. 
Chick was yet drying her eyes. 

b. To remove or abstract (water or moisture) ; 
to wipe away, cause to evaporate, or drain off. 

c 1350 Bar lam Josaphat (Bodl. MS.) 867 Whan Jm 
my3t heuin areche wit }?in hond, and drey^e J?® water of be 
se. 1387 Trevisa Higden (Rolls) V. 113 Faste by the 
brook bat he dreyede [v.r. druyde]. 1331 Crowley Pleas. 
Sf Pain 482 Christe doeth drye all teares from the op- 
pressedis eye. . 1697 Dampier Voy. I. vii. 197 The Water 
. .was now dried away. 1798 Canning New Morality 89 
in Anti- Jacobin 9 July (1852) 204 Not she, who dries The 
orphan’s tears. 1842 Tennyson A udley Court 45 Till all 
his juice is dried, and all his joints Are full of chalk. 

2 . intr. To become dry ; to lose or be exhausted 
of moisture ; to cease to yield a supply of liquid. 

ci 300 Tritt. Coll. Horn. 155 Sum of J>® sed ful uppe be 
ston and dride b ere * . a I 3 °° Cursor M. 310 (Cott.) He is 
welle bat neuer sal dri. c 1340 Ibid. 8768 (Trin.) be tre . . 
for elde bigon to drye. 1387 Trevisa Higden (Rolls) I. 
267 His armes driede and wax al drye. c 1420 Pallad. on. 
Hush, I. 363 The see grauel is lattest for to drye. 1338 
Lyndesay Agst. Syde Taillis 75 InSomer quhen the streittis 
dryis. 1703 Moxon Meek. Exerc, 259 The Morter doth not 
Cement . . when it dries hastily. 1705 Lond. Gaz. No. 4x14/4 
It [a sandbank] drys at Low-Water. 1870 C. F. Gordon 
Cumming in Gd. Words 138/2 Masses of apricots spread out 
to dry in the sun. 

b. Of water or moisture: To disappear or 
pass away by evaporation, absorption, or draining. 

’lex 323 Old Age ji. in Reliq. Ant . II. 210 Moch me anuej? 
J>at mi drivil drui]?. ^1400 Lanf rands Cirurg. 197 If bou 
waisschist hise lymes in watir, anoon iijt it wole drie yn. 
x6oi Shaks. All's Wel{ 11. i. 143 Great flouds haue flowne. . 
and great Seas haue dried. 1648 Gage West Ind. 109 The 
unctuous part will dry away. 

+ 3. intr. To be thirsty, to thirst. Obs. 

In ME. also impers. me drieth ; cf.^ H unger. 

1362 Langl. P. PL A. 1. 25 And drink whon )>ou druijest 
[B. dryest : v.rr, ]?e dri^eb, 3ow drieth]. a 1541 Wyatt 
Poet. Wks. (1861) 1x7 For thirst to death I dry, 

4 . a. trans. To render (a cow, etc.) 1 dry ’ ; to 
exhaust or stop the secretion of milk in. b. intr. 
To become £ dry ? , cease to give milk. 

X780 A Young Tour Irel. (Nat. Lib Ed.) xi6 All have 
cows, and when they dry them, buy others. 1797 J. Down- 
ing Disord. Horned Cattle 87 The following medicine may 
be given to any cow you wish to dry. 1806 Forsyth 
Beauties Scott. Ill, 76 The thicker milk of those which 
were beginning to dry. 1828 Craven Dial, s.v., 4 It’s time 
to dry the cow, shoe gives Iile milk ’. 2894 Times 6 Mar. 4/2 
A few farmers report that they cannot dry off their cows. 

5 . Dry up. trans. a. To suck, draw, or take up 
(liquid or moisture) entirely, as is done by the sun 


or with a cloth or the like. b. To exhaust (any- 
thing) of its moisture; to render quite dry; to 
desiccate. (Chiefly in passive.) 

CX385 Chaucer L. G. W. 775 Thisbe, Phebus . . Hadde 
dreyed up the dew of erbis wete. 1484 Caxton Curiall 1 
The grace of humanyte is not dreyed vp in the. ige 2 
Huloet, Dryed vp to be, as a cowe or yevve that goeth 
gelde or foremllch and geueth no mylke. 1563 W. Fuike 
Meteors (1640) 63 b, Chalke is an earth by lieate concocted 
..and dried up. 1613 Purchas Pilgrimage (1614) i 0 c 
In Summer it [Jordan] is almost drien up. 1664 Evelyn 
Kal. Hort. (1729) 197 The sharp Easterly .. Winds trans- 
pierce, and dry them [tulips] up. 1804 -Ann. Rev. II. 81/1 
One fertile source of information was dried up. 1850 
M‘‘Cosh Div. Govt. m. ii. (1874) 407 The amazon., had 
her breast dried up that she might fight the more fiercely 
1871 R. H. Hutton Ess. (1877) I. 18 Theoretic atheism 
dries tip the sources of personal affection. 

c. intr. Of water or moisture: To disappear 
entirely as by evaporation. Of a source : To cease 
to yield liquid, to become quite dry. 

X535 Covekdale Job xii. 15 Beholde, yf he witholde the 
waters, they drye vp. 1604 Shaks. Oth. iv. ii. 60 The 
Fountaine from the which my currant runnes, Or else dries 
vp^ ijz6 Leoni tr. Albertis Archit. II. 104/1 Springs. . 
which Jiave dryed up. 1842 Tennyson Two Foices 268 Tlie 
sap dries up : the plant declines. 

d. intr . {slang or colloq.) To stop the flow of 
words, cease talking ; also gen. to stop, cease. 

1864 in Webster. . 1865 The Index 2 Feb. (Farmer), With 
which modest contribution we dry up with reference to the 
subject. 1884 Cornh. Mag. June 6x7 {ibid.) Dry up 1 . .the 
slangy.. exclamation with which he cuts short .. attempts of 
his mother to lecture him. 1884 G. Moore Mummer'' s Wife 
(1887) 179 No matter how well you knew your words, you’d 
dry up when you got before the footlights. 1892 Steven- 
son yailima Lett. xxiv. (1895) 231 The rain begins ..and 
I will do the reverse and dry up. 

Dry, obs. form of Dree. 

Dryad (dravaed). Also 6-7 driade. PI. 
dryads: also in L. form dryades (droradJz). 
[ad. L. Dryas , pi. Dryad-es -» G. A /was, pi. A pvaties 
wood-nymphs, f. fipvs, 8 pv- 6 s tree,] 

1 . In Gr. and Lat. Mythol. A nymph supposed to 
inhabit trees ; a wood-nymph. 

1555 Eden Decades 23 They supposed that they had seene 
those most beawtyfull Dryades. 1375 Laneham Let. (1871) 
14 The Fawnz, the Satyres, the Nymphs, theDryardes, and 
the Hamadryades. 1398 Marsjon Pygmal . , etc. Sat. iv. 155 
Summon the N y mphs and Driades to bring Some rare in- 
uention, whilst thou doost sing. 2667 Milton P. L. ix. 387 
Like a Wood-nymph light, Oread or Dryad, or of Delia’s 
Traine. 2708 Prior Turtle 4* Sparrcrw 35 The dryads all 
forsook the wood. 1798 Coleridge Picture , Ye Oreads 
chaste, ye dusky Dryades. 1859 Thackeray Virgin, ii. 
(1878) 17 Marble fauns and dryads were cooling themselves. 

2 . transf. a. A maiden of the woods ; a sylvan 
beauty, b. A forest-tree, a denizen of the woods. 

1639 S. Du Verger tr. Camus ’ Admir. Events 30 This 
young Gentleman . . inflamed with the love of this Driade. 
2823 Byron Island 11. xi, The palm, the loftiest dryad of the 
woods. 

3 . attrib. and Comb. 

a 1790 Warton Bathing Sonn. ii. (R.), Young Health, a 
Dryaa-maid in vesture green . . On airy uplands met the 
piercing gale. 

Hence Drya*dic a. t of, pertaining to, or re- 
sembling a dryad. 

1891 C. E. Craddock In Str, Countr. iv, Soft dryadic 
murmurs. Ibid, xii, A flitting dryadic shape. 

Dryasdust (drai-sezd^st), sb. and a. [That 
is, dry as dust.] 

A. sb. The name of a fictitious person to whom 
Sir W. Scott pretends to dedicate some, of his 
novels; hence, a writer or student of antiquities, 
history, or statistics, who occupies himself with 
the driest and most uninteresting details. 

1820 Scott Ivanhoe , The venerable name of Dr. Jonas 
Dryasdust. 1822 — Nigel Introd. Ep. , Captain Clutterbuck 
to the Reverend Dr. Dryasdust. 1838 Carlyle Fredk. Gt. I. 
16 (H.) The Prussian Dryasdust, otherwise an honest fellow, 
and not afraid of labour, excels all other Dryasdusts yet 
known. <2x872 Maurice Friendship Bks. vii. (1874) 2x4 
The Dryasdusts may pick up real gems amidst heaps of 
rubbish. 1889 Spectator 9 N ov. 644/1 In spite of his being 
a fellow of the Royal Historical Society, has nothing of the 
Dryasdust about him. 

B. adj. 1 . Extremely ‘ dry J , as a writer, book, 
or subject of study. 

1872 Minto Eng. Prose Lit. n. iv. 313 The most dryasdust 
of the whole. 1879 E. Garrett House by Whs. II. 79 Dry- 
as-dust antiquarian stories. x88o Miss Braddon Just as 1 
am xiv. She considered political economy as a dry-as-dust 
something outside the circle of her life. x88x — One Thing 
Needful viii, Aged by poring over dry-as-dust books. 

2 . lit. Of climate : Extremely dry or rainless. 
1889 Geikie Addr. Brit. Assoc, {Nature 19 Sept. 490) A 
dry-as-dust climate like that of some of the_ steppe-regions of 
our own day. I bid,, I cannot . . find . . any evidence of a dry-as- 
dust epoch, .in Europe during, .the Pleistocene period. 
Hence ( nonce-wds. ) Dryasdirstic, Dryas- 

dirstish. adjs . ; Dryasdu’stism. 

1864 Carlyle Fredk. Gt. xiv. i. (1873) IV. 149 The dark 
Dryasdustic ages. x888 Glasgow Even. Cit. 7 Sept. 2/4 1 he 
British Association, which has naturally an extensive ac- 
quaintance with dry-as-dustism. 1890 Spectator 31 May 
767 Elaborate and yet not Dryasdust-ish disquisitions. 

t Dry-beat, V. Obs. trans . To inflict * dry 
blows ’ upon (see Dry a. 1 2) ; to beat soundly or 
severely. Hence Dry-beaten ppl. a. 
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xg$7 Harman' Caveat {1869(64 This drye “beaten hosteler. 
*580 Pctppe w. Hatchet Eiijb, A yonger brother, that 
meanes to drie beate those of the Elder house. 1603 Hol- 
land Plutarch's Mar. 1281 His body, .isdrie beaten, brused 
and broken, a 1667 Jer. Taylor Perm. Rom. ii. 4 Wks. 
1831 II. 393 He by dry-beating him might make him at 
least sensible of blows. 

Dryche, var. form of Dretch v . 2 Obs. 
Drydenian (droidrnian), a. Characteristic, 
or in the style, of the English poet John Dryden 
(1631-1700). So Brydemc (droidemik), Bry- 
demsh. (drordendj) adjs., in same sense ; Bry- 
denism, a phrase, etc. characteristic of Dryden. 

1687 Settle Reft. Dryden Pref. 2 The boldest Drydenism 
that e’re came In Print. Ibid. 23 The greatest piece of 
jbrydenian Nonsense that I have met with yet. Ibid. 41 
Something Drydenish, lilnatured and unjauntee, 1868 
Lowell Dryden Pr. Wks. 1890 III. 141 note, A very Dry- 
tienish verse. 1896 Saintsbury H ist 19 tk Cent. Lit. 8 The 
Drydenian triplet, .on which Pope had frowned. 

Dry dock, dry-dock. A dock from which 
the water is or may be let out, for repairing (or 
building) a ship : see Dock sb$ 4. 

1627 [see Dock sb. ?i 4]. 1697 Dampier Voy. I, xiii. 363 They 

immediately hale their Ship into a dry Dock, and burn her 
bottom. 1803 Morse in M. Cutler Life , etc. (1888) II. 129 
The President’s scheme of a Dry Dock at Washington, 
appears to me in a high degree visionary and ridiculous. 
1883 Law Rep. 11 Q. Bench Div. 503 The owner of a dry 
dock used for the painting and repairing vessels. 

Hence Dry'-doclc v., tram. to place (a vessel) in 
a dry dock for repairs. 

*884 Pall Mall G. 12 Aug. 11 The ordinary methods by 
which ships are dry-docked. 1895 Boston Her. (U. S.) 21 
Mar. 7 /x The lack of dry-docking facilities. 

Drye, obs. form of Dree, Dry. 

Dryer, var. of Drier, freq. in techn. senses, 
t Dry 'fat, dry-fat. Obs. Also 6 drievat, 
6 -7 drifat(t9, driefat(te, etc. ; also as two words, 
[f. Dry a. + Fat sb. 1 ■» vat.} A large vessel (cask, 
barrel, tub, case, box, etc.) used to hold dry 
things (as opposed to liquids) : see F at jA 1 3. 

1526 Tolls in Dillon Calais 4 Pale ( 1892) 89 For evry 
dryfatt with merchandyce iiijd. 1540, etc. [see Fat sb. 1 3]. 
1538 W. Towrson in Hakluyt Voy. (1589) 127, 2 Driefats of 
bread. **>77-87 Holinshed Chron. II. 196 Unlesse it come 
out of their owne drievat. 1625 B. Jonson Staple of N. in. 
iv, I am a broken vessell .. a shrunke old Dryfat. 1677 
Yarranton Eng. Improv. 45 The Thread, .is brought down 
the Elbe and Rhine m dry Fats for Holland and Flanders. 
Dryfi^e, dryff(e, dryfen, obs. inf. and pa. pple. 
of Drive v. 

t Dry ‘-fist. Obs. [cf. Dry a. 15b,] A 
niggardly or stingy person. So + Bry-frsted a., 
niggardly, miserly, stingy. 

1604 Dekker Honest Wh. Wks. 1873 II. 28 Of all filthy 
dryfisted Knights. 1607 — Knts. Confer. (1842) 76 Nash 
inueyed bitterly . . against^ dryfisted patrons. 1633 Ford 
Love's Sacr. in. i, Why, wise madam Dry-fist, could your 
mouldy brain be so addle ? [1674 Cotton Com pi. Gamester 
in Singer Hist. Cards (1816) 334 Throwing, .at a good sum 
with a dry fist (as they call it) ; that is, if they nick you, it 
is theirs; if they lose, they owe you so much.] 

Dry-foot (.droi-fut), adv. {a) Also without 
hyphen, and as two words : see Dry and Foot. 

1 . With dry feet; without wetting the feet. 
c 1200 Ormin 10338 All comm oferr dri^efot All alls itt 
waterr naere, a 1225 Juliana 32 pu leddest israeles folc 
1'Urh J>e reade sea . . druifot. 1387 Trevisa Higden (Rolls) 
V. 239 He wolde lede hem drie toot into be londe of byheste. 
r 1400 Maundev. (Roxb.) xi. 43 Childer of Israel passed 
thurgh it driefote. 1593 Nashe Christ's T. 19 a, Ouer the 
waters of my Teares and tribulation, shee. .passeth as drie- 
foote, as once they past ouer Iordan. 1623 Lisle JElfric 
onQ.fyN. Test., Evangelists, W alked upon the sea drie-foot. 

f 2 . To draw or burnt dry foot*, to track game 
by the mere scent of the foot. Also fig. Obs. 

1590 Shaks. Com. Err. iv. ii. 39 A hound that runs 
Counter, and yet draws drifoot well. 1649 G. Daniel 
Trinarch., Hen. V , eexlix, When we read that wonder, and 
have trac’d Historie, dry-foot, 1651 Life Father Carpi 
(1676) 41 Like Dogs that draw dry-foot. 

1 3 - attrib. or adj. Obs. 

1608 Machin Dumb Knt. in. in Hazl. Dodsley X. 166, I 
care not for his dry-foot hunting. 1635 Quarles Emblemes 
iv. viii. 2x3 And, from her sandy deepes, approach the dry- 
foot shore ; 1672 Siiadwell Miser 11. Wks. 1720 III. 39 
Thou art like a dry-foot dog. 

Dry*-foo:tea, CL. Having dry feet; with the 
feet not wetted ; — prec. 1. 

a 1225 Ancr. R. 220 J?er heo eoden drui-uoted. 1398 Tre- 
visa Barth. De P. R. ix. xxxi. (1495) 367 [They] passyd 
Iordan drye Toted. *877787 Harrison England 1. x. 30 
Such as a man may go into drie-footed at the full Sea. 
*833 Marryat P. Simple xii, Whether he was out of his 
depth or not, I can’t tell, although I suspect that he was not 
dry-footed. 

b. fig. ? Passing lightly and dexterously over a 
difficulty (like one who steps lightly over a stream 
without wetting his feet). 

[1579 Fulke Heskins ’ Pari. 359 Maister Heskins skippeth 
ouer with a drye foote, that Ambrose saithu.he shall not 
d * e *J *®3° Coleridge Table-t. 20 May, The explanation 
ofErasmus, and Clarke, and some others, is very dry-footed. 

Dry*-fou:nder, V. trans. To render (a horse) 
lame from inflammation in the hoof; *= Founder 
C hiefly in pa. pple. Dry-foundered = 
Foundered. ? Obs . (In quot. 1654 alluding to 
the foundering of a ship.) 


7 *6ix Beaum. & Fl. Ring $ no King v. In, If he kick thus 
i’ the dog-days, he will be dry-foundred. 1654 H. L’Estrange 
Chas. I, 131 Before these ships could he fitted to flote upon 
the main, they were dry-foundred at land; For the Tax 
being a burden, every man began to study how to decline 
the weight, a 1656 Ussher Antt. yi. (1658) 301 Fearing least 
. .he should dry founder and lose all his horses. 

Dry 50, obs. form of Dree, Dry. 

Dryght, -!$t, -in, -yn; see Dright, Drightin. 
Dry goods. A name (chiefly in U.S.) for the 
class of merchandise comprising textile fabrics and 
related things ; articles of drapery, mercery, and 
haberdashery (as opposed to groceries). 

1708 Deplorable State New Eng. 18 in Sewalls Diary 
(1879) II* **5*' One Hog’s- Head of Dry Goods. *775 A. 
Burnaby Trav. 71 With the dry goods, which they pur- 
chase in London, they traffick in the neighbouring colonies. 
1812 H. & J. Smith Ref Addr., Loyal Infusion, And raised 
the price of dry goods and tobaccos. 1821 Dwight Trav. 

I. 187 There were in New-Haven. .41 stores of dry goods, 

b. attrib., as dry-goods business, dealer , shop, 

store ; dry-goo’dsman, one who sells dry goods. 

a 1813 A. Wilson Foresters Poet. Wks, (1846) 233 At 
length we spelt this precious piece of lore ; * Pat Dough- 
erty’s Hotel and Drygood Store 1837 Hawthorne A mer. 
Note-bks. 12 Aug., Fellow-passenger, a Boston dry- goods 
dealer, travelling to collect bills. 1863 — Our Old Home 
(1883) I. 160 What we should call a dry-goods store, or, 
according to the English phrase, a mercer’s and haber- 
dasher’s shop; 1863 Dicey Federal St. I. 3 A number of 
New York and Boston dry- goods men. 

+ Dry ‘bed©. Obs. Also , drilled, dryehed. 
ff. Dry a . : see -bead.] Dryness, drought; dry 
land ; a dry place, desert. 

a 1300 E. E. Psalter Ixv[i]. 6 Whilk (at tomes pe se In 
mikej drlhed for to be, a 1325 Prose As. lxxviiLi]. 45 H0U 
oft hij greued hym in wildernes; hij somond him in ire in 
dryhede. c 1440 Jacob's Well (E. E. T. S.) 236 In hysje 
hylles of pryde arn. iiij. wyckednessys, Jat arn, dryehed, 
hardhed, bareynhed, & a foul fall doun. 

t Dryine. Obs . Also 6 drynas. [ad. late Gr. 
Spvtp as, f. Spvs tree, oak.] A serpent reputed to 
live in hollow oaks. 

1591 Sylvester Du Bartas 1. vi. 201 Th* Adder, and 
Drynas (full of odious stink). 1607 Tops ell Serpents 
(1658) 7x7 Bellonius writeth, that he never saw any Serpent 
greater then this Dryine, which he calleth Dendrozailla. 

Drying (droi-iq ), vbl. sb. [f. Dry v. + ing 3 .] 

1 . The action of the verb Dry; abstraction of moist- 
ure; desiccation. Also with adv., as drying-up. 

i3g8 Trevisa Barth. De P. R, xvi. xxii. (1495) 560 The 
powdre of the whestone. .hath vertue of dryenge. 1480 
Wardr. Ace. Edw. TV (1830) 124 For wasshing and drying 
of ix pair of shetes. 1548 Act 2 # 3 Edw. VI, c. 10 g x 
Except the same [Malt] have in the fatt flower stepinge 
and sufficient drienge. 1667 H. Oldenburg m Phil. Trans. 

II. 4.17 The too hasty drying thereof spoils it. 1880 C. R. 
Markham Peruv. Bark 349 The people complained bitterly 
of the drying up of the streams. 1889 Pall Mall G. 7 Nov. 
3/3 Fifty years is the period. .[assigned] for the practical 
drying-up of the ivory supply. 

2 . attrib. and Comb. Used in or for drying some- 
thing, as drying-basin, -box, -case, -chamber, - closet , 
-cylinder, -floor, -ground, -horse, -house, -mac lime, 
-paper, - pipe , -plate, -room, -stove, - tithe, -yard. 

1502 Priv. Purse Exp. Eliz. of York (1830) 81 To.. the 
Queues fotemen for thaire dryeng money. 1558 Bury 
Wills (Camden) 1 50 A dryeng bason. 1766 C. Leadbetter 
Royal Gauge n. xiv. (ed, 6) 371 Hung (up, on Lines .. in 
the Drying-House. 1799 Mrs. Adams in Harper's Mag, 
(1885) Mar. 538/1 , I made a drying-room, .to hang up the 
clothes in. 1821 in Cobbett Rur. Rides (1885) I* 49 Close 
by the road-side is the drying-ground. 1834 S. Thomson 
Wild Fl. in. (ed. 4) 238 If you consign it [the plant] to 
your drying-paper. 1880 C. R. Markham Peruv. Bark 149 
The green leaves, called matu..are then spread out in the 
drying-yard, .and carefully dried in the sun. 

Drying, ppL a. [f. as prec. + -ing 2 .] 

1. That dries or renders dry : having the quality 
of abstracting moisture ; desiccative. In early use 
in Medicine. 

1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. xix, lxxix. (1495) 913 The 
harde yolkeis dryenge and harcie to passe out of the stomak. 
c 1400 Lanfranc' s Cirurg. 291 Make fumigaciouns of driynge 
kingis : as galles [etc.]. 1563 W. Fulke Meteors (1640) 57 b, 
These waters being also dicing by nature. 1709 Prior 
Paulo Purganti, Drying Coffee was deny’d ; But Chocolate 
that Loss supply’d. *851 Carpenter Man. Phys. (ed. 2) 93 
A cold drying wind. 

2 . Becoming dry ; having the quality of drying 
quickly ; spec, of oils (see quot 1865). 

*758 A. Reid tr. Macqtters Chym. I. 1 15 What is called 
a Spirit-Varnish, or a Drying Varnish, because it soon dries. 
£-1865 Letheby in Circ. Sc. I. 99/1 Subdivided into those 
which become thick or gelatinous on exposure to the air 
(drying oils), as linseed and poppy; and those which do 
not (fat oils), as olive and sperm. £*865 J; Wylde ibid. 
418/2 Some oils, by the absorption of oxygen, become what 
are termed ‘drying oils*. 1872 Tennyson Lynette 1087 
A helm With but a drying evergreen for crest. 

Hence Dryingtiess, drying quality. 

1840 Molus 60 The air. .receives, .an increase of dryness, 
or of dryingness, which latter designation is to be preferred 
as more Jruly expressive of the fact. 

Dryish (dmirij), a. [f. Dry a. + -ish.] Some- 
what dry (lit. and fig. ). 

1725 Bradley Fam. Diet. s.v. Ozier ; Planted rather in a 
dryish than overmoist ground. 1864 Burton Scot Abr. I. 
iv. 159 A curious and valuable collection, but rather dryish. 

Dry land. [See Dry a. 5.] Land not sub- 
merged or under water ; land as opposed to sea. 


#1225 Juliana (Bodl. MS.) 77 And drof ham to drae lond 
in to champaine. a 1330 Otuel 444 Anon ri3t als roulond 
Hadde ikau^t j?e druye lond [etc.]. *535 Cove rd ale Gen. 

i. 10 And God called y tf drye londe, . Earth, a 1626 Bacon 
New Ail, (1627) 3 God .. discovered the face of the Deep, 
and brought forth Drie-land. 1892 Gardiner Stud. Hist. 
Eng. 1 Animals could pass over on dry land. 

b. attrib . Of or pertaining to dry land ; land-. 
1696 Whiston Th. Earth iv. (1722I 330 The Generation 
of the Dryland Animals. 1732 Berkeley Alcipkr. v. § 33 
Oxen/and other dry-land animals^ 1866 Howells Venet. 
Life xii. 179 No horse ..that type of dry-land locomotion. 

Dryly, drily (drsi-li), adv. [f. Dry a. + -ly 2. 
The lormer spelling is more analogical ; cf. shyly , 
slyly, also dryness .] 

1. In a dry manner or state; without moisture. 

1562 J. Heywood Prov. Epigr. (1867) 216 Walke thou 

weatly, walke thou dryly, xfiox Shaks. Alls Well i.J. 176 
Your old virginity, is like one of our French wither’d 
peares : it lookes ill, it eates drily. 

2 . Without emotion, sympathy, or cordiality, 
coldly, frigidly: see Dry a. 13. 

1622 Bacon Hen. VII(J.), Conscious to himself how dryly 
the King had been used by his council. *693 Dryden 
Juvenal 1. 113 Virtue is but drily Prais’d, and Sterves. ^ 1809 
G. Rose Diaries (x86o) II. 302 Saying drily, but civilly, 
that he should come. x86x Wilson & Geikie Mem. E. 
Forbes iv. 115 His sympathy was but dryly expressed. 

8. With quiet sarcasm or caustic humour: see 
Dry a. 14. 

1430 Lydg. Citron. Troy n. xvi. He was houerdyng all 
the long daye . . So dryely that no man might espye So 
sober he was in his countenaunce. 4592 Nashe P. Penilesse 
fed. 2) 14 a, A iolly lustie olde Gentleman, that will winke, 
and laugh, and ieast drily. 1828 Scott F. M. Perth vii, 
‘You saw me, neighbour Glover, at the beginning of the 
fray?’ T saw you after the end of it, neighbour’, answered 
the Glover, drily. 1838-9 Hallam Hist. Lit . IV. i. iv. § x6. 
10 The style of Bentley was sometimes humorous and dryly 
sarcastic. 

4 . In a bare or plain style, without embellish- 
ment, baldly; in a dull or uninteresting style or 
manner: see Dry a . 16-18. 

1635 J. Hayward tr. Biondi's Banish'd Virg. 103 Which 
for being so drily written, made them .. desirous to know 
the occasion. 1709 Pope Ess. Grit, 114 Some dryly plain.. 
Write dull receipts how poems may be made. 1759 Goldsm. 
Bee, Augustan Age (Globe) 414/2 The poet either drily 
didactive , . or trifiingly volatile. 1856 Whately Chr. Evid. 
xi, The miracles.. are all related briefly, calmly, and dryly, 
and almost with an air of indifference. 

Dryness (drsrnes). Forms: see Dry a.; also 
5:6 drines, 6-7 drimesse, 7-8 driness. [f. Dry 
a. + -NESS.] 

1 . The quality or condition of being dry ; absence 
or deficiency of moisture ; aridity ; drought. 

1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. iv, iii. (1495) 83 Dryenesse 
spoyllyth the heed of the heer and makyth it ballyd. 1483 
Catk. Angl. 108/2 A Drynes, ariditas. 1530 Palsgr. 2x5, 2 
Drinesse, sechesse . . Drighnesse, chal hie. 1543-4 Act 35 
Hen. VIII, c. 10 For the drines of the earth. 1563 W. 
Fulke Meteors 1x640) 19 Windes .. some of them bringing 
raine, some drinesse. 1643 Denham Cooper’s II. 207 While 
drin ess moisture, coldness heat resists. 1770-4 A. Hunter 
in Winter Syst. Hnsb. (1787) 183 According to the driness or 
wetness of the season. 1838 T. Thomson C hem. Org. Bodies 
562 The milky liquid is evaporated to dryness. 

f b. concr. A dry place ; dry land. Obs. rare. 
1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. xvi. lxix. (*495) 575 Nitrura 
. .is made ryghte as salt in drynesse in aide clyues. c 1450 
Chester PL (E. E. T. S.) 21 That drynes earth men shall 
call ; The gathering of the waters all Seas to name, 

■f c. The condition of being dried up; failure, 
cessation. Obs. 

1625 Bacon Ess., Usurie (Arb ) 545 This will preserue 
Borrowing from any generall Stop or Drinesse. 

2 . Thirst. Obs. (or only in vulgar use.) 

a 1535 Fisi-ier Semi. Wks, (1876) 400 Plow in his drygh- 
nesse they would haue fiiled .it with Asell and Gaule. 1559 
W. Cunningham Cosmog?'. Glasse 176 Much sweter then 
Hony, and most pleasantly aswageth drines. 

8. fig. a. Absence of emotion, feeling, or fervour ; 
lack of cordiality ; coldness of feeling ; distance of 
manner. 

c 1450 tr. De Imitatione in. lx. 142 Lest my soule faile for 
weryues & drynes of mynde. 1526 Pilgr. Perf. (W. de W. 
1531) 94 b, Drynesse ot spiryte cometh somtyme . . whan a 
persone gyueth hymselfe moche to worldly or bodyly myrth 
and pleasure. 1669 Woodhead St. 'Teresa 1. iv. 12 God 
changed the driness wherein my soul had formerly been, 
into an extream tenderness. 1748 Smollett Rod. Rand. 
(1792) I. 278 There was a dryness between the lieutenant 
and him on my account. *831 Society I. 310 An apparent 
want of delicacy in his accosting her . . made her manner 
assume a dryness very unlike its usual tone. 

b. Absence of embellishment, plainness, baldness ; 
lack of interest, dullness. 

a 1637 Jonson Discoveries, Praecipiendi modi, Their 
new flowers and sweetness do as much corrupt as others 
dryness and squalor, 1709 Tatler No. 43 ? 5 The Learned 
have so long laboured under the Imputation of Dryness 
and Dulness in their Accounts of their Phenomena, a 17x9 
Garth (J.), Paraphrase where penury of fancy or dryness 
of expression ask it. 1853 ‘ C. Bede ’ Verdant Green ix. 
(ed. 4) 78 The dryness and daily routine of lectures. 

Dry-nurse, [Cf. Dry a. 4 b.] 

1 . A woman who takes care of and attends to a 
child, but does , not suckle it (opp. to wet-nurse ) ; 
formerly, also, in the general sense of * nurse 
1598 Shaks. Merry W. i. ii. 3 One Mistris Quickly; 
which is in the manner of his Nurse ; or his dry-Nurse; or 
his Cooke, a x6x8 Raleigh To Son ii. in Reniains (1661) 
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84 After a while thou didst love thy Drie-nurse, and didst 
forget the other. 1663 Tuke Adv. 5 Hours v. iii, There's 
no cook, nor dry-nurse, like a wife. 1731 Swift To Gay 
8 Make a dry-nurse of thy muse ? 1848 Kingsley Saint's 
Trag. hi. iii, To play the dry-nurse to three starving brats. 

2. fig. A man who is charged with £ looking 
after 5 another ; esp. one who instructs or ‘ coaches * 
a superior in his duties. 

1614 B. Jonson Bart. Fair 1. (Rtldg.) 310/2 Well, this 
dry nurse .. is a delicate man. C1640 Copt. Underwit in 
Bullen Q. PL II. 322 (Farmer) You must have a dry 
nurse, as many Captaines have .. I can hire you an old 
limping decayed sergeant at Brainford. 1784 Cowper Task 
n. 371 Grand caterer and dry nurse of the church ! 1820 
Scott Monast. vi, The old general who, in foreign armies, 
is placed at the elbow of the Prince of the Blood, who 
nominally commands in chief, on condition of attempting 
nothing without the advice of his dry-nurse. 1826 Welling- 
ton in Croker P. (1884) I. xi. 343 When the Horse Guards 
are obliged to employ one of those fellows like me in whom 
they have no confidence, they give him what is called a 
second in command — one in whom they have confidence — 
a kind of dry nurse. 

Dry-nurse, v. [f. prec. sb. or f. Dry adv. + 
Nurse.] trans . To bring up * by hand’, without 
the breast ; to play the dry-nurse to {lit. and fig .) ; 
to ‘ coach * or instruct (a superior) in his duties. 

1581 Rich Farewell ('Sbaks. Soc.) 185 Her daughter, .she 
committed to the outlawes . . who . . promised to drie nurse 
the child so well as thei could till she should make retourne. 
1663 Butler Hud. 1. it. 168 As Romulus a Wolf did rear So 
he was dry-nurs'd by a Bear. 1767 Mrs. S. Pennington Lett. 
I V.13 A round flexible pipe might be contrived for the feeding 
dry-nursed children. 1840 Marry at Poor Jack ii, She had 
dry-nursed a young baronet. 1862 Carlyle Fredk. Gt. 
x. iv- (1865) III, 246 Franz of Lorraine bears the title of 
Commander, whom Seekendorf is to dry-nurse. 1894 
Wolseley Marlborough l. 282 Some regular officers who 
had been selected . . for the purpose of dry-nursing their 
inexperienced colonels. 

Dry rot, dry-rot. 

1. A decayed condition of timber in confined 
situations, in which it becomes brittle and crumbles 
to a dry powder ; caused by various fungi, esp. 
species of Polyporus and Merulins, or by slow- 
chemical processes. Also applied to any fungus 
causing this. 

1 79 5 (title) Some Observations on the Distemper in Timber 
called the Dry Rot. 1803 J. Papworth (title) An Essay 
on the Cause of the Dry Rot in Buildings; with some 
Observations on the Cure of the Dry Rot, by the Ad- 
mission of Air into the Parts of Buildings affected with 
that Disease. 1830 Lind ley. Nat. Syst. Bot. 337 Of para- 
sitical Fungi, the most important are those which are 
called dry rot. a 1833 J. MacCulloch Proofs fy illustr. 
Attrib. God (1837) 12 1 The far greater number of these 
imaginary cases of dry-rot are no other than this, the 
usual chemical decomposition of the hard vegetable fibre. 

2. fig. A state of hidden or unsuspected moral or 
social decay tending to disintegration. 

z8zi Examiner 91/1 A species of political dry rot is 
pervading the whole community. 1881 W. Phillips in C. 
Martyn Life( 1890) $86 The dry-rot of legislative corruption. 

Hence Dry-rot v. trails., to affect with dry rot. 
Dry-rotten, ppl. a., decayed with dry rot. 

i8i8 Bentham Ch. Eng. 359 note. The more completely 
and notoriously dry-rotten the whole fabric, the more money 
would be called for . . for the support of it. 1870 Lowell 
Among my Bks. Ser. 1. (1873' 223 They are dry-rotting the 
very fibre of will and conscience. 1883 American VII. 4 
Swept away as incapable and dry-rotten. 

Dryry, obs. form of Dreary a. 

Drysalter (drorsgdtw). [app. f. dry salt , after 
salter . ] A dealer in chemical products used in the 
arts, drugs, dye-stuffs, gums, etc. ; sometimes also 
in oils, sauces, pickles, tinned meats, etc. 

1707 Land. Gaz. No. 4352/4 John Lawford, late of Lon- 
don, Dry-Salter. 1743 De Foe's Eng, Tradesman iv. (1841) 
I. 25 A. B. was bred a dry-salter. .As a salter A. B.. .under- 
stands very well the. buying of cochineal, indigo, galls, 
sumach, logwood, fustick. madder, and the like. 1790 Sir 
W. Fordyce On Muriatic Acid 7 (T.), I heard by accident 
of a drysalter, who had acquired a great reputation and a 
large fortune from possessing a secret that enabled him to 
send out to the Indies, and other hot countries, beef and 
pork, in a better state of preservation than any of the trade, 
1828 Craven Dial., Dry-salter, a person dealing in various 
articles for dyeing (not in pickles, according to Mr. Todd). 
1848 Thackeray Van. Fair bet, There was scarce one of the 
ladies that hadn’t a relation, a peer, though the husband 
might be a drysalter in the City. 189% Labour Commission 
Gloss., Drysalter, one who deals in drugs, oils, potted 
meats, gums, etc. 1896 Kelly's P. 0 , London. Directory 
1816 Drysalters. See also Druggists — Wholesale ; also 
Gum Merchants; also Indigo Merchants ; also Merchants 
— General ; also Oil and Color Men. 

Drysaltery (drai'sg Atari). [f. prec. + -y : cf. 
grocesy , etc.] . A drysaltery store or business ; the 
articles dealt in by a drysalter (sing, and pi,). 

. *848 Dickens Dombey xxiii, The smell of which dry-saltery 
impregnated the air. 1863— Mut. Fr. II. 189 A bunch of 
keys, commanding treasures in the way of dry-saltery. 1883 
Law Times 27 Oct. 424/2 A general dealer, selling.. meat 
and drapery, as well as groceries, or as they are called dry- 
salteries. 1884 Ball Mall G. Extra 24 July 10/ 1 A collec- 
tion of drugs, drysaltery, and chemicals. 

Drysel, obs, form of Drizzle. 

Dry-shod (draijjpd), a. [= dry shoed, with 
dry shoes.] Having one's shoes dry ; without 
wetting the feet. (With go, pass, walk, etc.) 

1535 Coverdale Josh. Contents iii, The people go thorow 
it drye shodd. c 1586 C'tess Pembroke Ps. lxvi. iii, Through 
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Jordans streames we dry-shod waded. 2679DRYDEN Troihes 
v. ii, And dry-shod we may pass the naked ford. 1808 
Scott Marm. it. ix, Dry-shod, o’er sands, twice every day, 
The pilgrims to the shrine find way. 
b. attrib. qualifying passage , etc. 

1813 Scott T rierm. i, A dry-shod pass from side to side. 

•f Brysne, v. Obs. [OE. drysnian , deriv. of 
*drus~, w-grade of *dreus-an , OE. driosan to 
fall ; cf. Drizzle, in 6 drysel.] intr . To fall down, 
sink. Hence Dry snyngf, falling, fall. 

c 930 Lindisf. Gosp. Mark ix. 46 Der wyrm hiora ne bio 
dead and |>set fyr ne bi5 adrysned [R ushw. ne bio drysnedj. 
a 1400-30 A texander 3801 A litill drysnyng of dewe was 
droppid fra ]?e heuen. 

Drysse, obs. form of Dress v. 

Dryster (drarstaj). [f. Dry v. : see -ster.] A 
workman or woman employed in drying something. 

14. . Nom . in Wr.- Whicker 692 Nomina artificinm muli - 
erum..Hec siccatHx, a dryster. 1483 Caih. A ngl. 109 A 
Dryster, dissicator, -trix. a 167s Lamont Diary xfo (Jam.) 
Old Robert Baillie being dryster that day, and William 
Lundy, .measter of the mille. 1823 Jamieson, Dryster. 
1. The person who has the charge of turning and drying the 
grain in a kiln. 2. One whose business is to dry cloth at a 
bleachfield. 1894 H. Speight Nidderdale 384 note, Throw- 
sters and drysters were potters' craftsmen. 

Dryte : see Drite. 

Dryth (draij). Now only south, dial. Also 6-7 
drytiie, drith(e, drieth, dryeth. [f. Dry a. + 
-th, after warmth, etc.] Dryness, dry condition. 

a 1533 Ld. Berners Gold. Bk. M. Anrel. (1546) LI v, By 
heate of the sonne and drydie of the powdre. 1348 Udall, 
etc. Erasm. Par. Mark xi. 20 By reason of the drieth of 
his bodye. 16x0 W. Folkingham Art of Survey 1. viii. 15 
Moysture and dryeth, heat and cold. 1671 Blagrave 
Astrol. Physic xo Agreeing with heat and drith. 1686 
Goad Celest. Bodies 1. ii. 3 Dryth and Moisture. 17x1 J. 
Greenwood Eng. Gram. 175 Dry’th. 1889 Temple Bar 
Feb. 178 (dial.) ‘What the old man do want is nourishing 
food and dryth.’ 

b. Dry weather, drought. 

1571 Fortescue Forest 106 b, Bee you well assured of 
greate drieth. x6xo G. Fletcher Christ's Viet, in Farr S. 
P. fas. I (1848) 53 But now for drieth the fields were all 
undone. 1873 Sussex Gloss . s.v., Drythe never yet bred 
dearth. 1893 Q. [CouchI Delectable Ducky 294 The end of 
a week’s dryth, 

f c. Thirst. Obs. 

1557 Tott ell's Misc. (Arh.) 137 The dropsy dryeth, that 
Tantale in the flood Endureth aye. 1587 M. Grove Pelops 
$ Hipp. (18781 86 His dryth and thirst ne slakes, 
d. Drying. 

x88i Young j Every man his (non Mechanic § 1588 To 
harden it and promote quick dryth. 

Drytt, drytte : see Drite, Djrightin. ^ 

Dry-vat: see Dryfat. 

Dryve, dryven, drywe, etc. : see Drtve v . 

Drywery, dryworie, var. Druery, Obs. 

Dsehikketai, dshiggetai : var. of Dziggetai. 

Dsohin : see Jin’. 

II Bso. Zool. [Tibetan.] See quot. 

1882 Encycl. Brit. XIV. 197 (Ladak t Among domestic 
animals are the famous shawl goat. . the yak, and the dso, 
a valuable hybrid between the yak and common cowl 

D-string (dfstrhq). Mus. [See D II. 2.] The 
string sounding the note D on instruments of the 
violin class ; in the violin the third string. 

1894 Contemp. Rev. Aug. 262 It sounds higher on the 
G-stnng than on the D-string of a violin. 

*Dswounds: see Zounds. 

Du, Sc. and dial, form of Do v. 

f Durable, a. Obs. nonce- wd. [f. L. du-o two ; 
see -able.] Divisible into two. 

1647 Ward Simp. Cobler 58 Whatsoever is duable or 
triable, is fryable. 

Diiad (dforaed). Also 8 duade. [ad. Gr. 8vas, 
Sva5-, ‘the number two’ ; prob. influenced by L. 
duo ; the normal repr. of the Gr. is Dyad.] 

1. A group or combixiation of two; a couple, 
a pair. 

1660 Stanley Hist. Philos, ix. (1701) 378/2 The Duad is 
indeterminate ; Monad is taken according to equality and 
measure, Duad according to excess and defect. 1751 
Harris Hermes it. i. (17861 226 Lvas lyvttxr^ei/ri, a known 
Duad, as Apollonius expresses himself. 1793 Beddoes 
Math. Evid. 133 Lord Monboddo . . reduces without hesi- 
tation, the Greek primitives to the five duads already 
quoted. 1797 Monthly Mag HI. 5x7 What the Pytha- 
goreans intended to signify by monad, duad, and triad. 
1848 G. A. Poole EccL Arc/tit, Contents x, Three Duads of 
Ecclesiastical Builders. 1857 De Quincey Judas he. VII. 
32 note, [Aaron] is blind ; [Moses] is dumb. But, moving as a 
co-operating Duad, they become the salvation of Israel. 

2. Math. A combination of two things; a pair 
(considered without reference to the order of the 
two elements ; e. g. ab and ba are the same duad). 
Hence Dua'Aictz., relating to or consisting of duad s . 

1879 Sylvester in Amer. Jrnl, Math . II. 94 Duadic 
disyntheme, any combination of duads .. in which each 
element occurs twice and no oftener. 

Dual (di£*al), a. (sb.) Also 6 douale, 7 duall. 
[ad. L. dual-is containing two, f. du-o two : cf. F. 
duel, and see -al.] A. adj. 

1. Of or pertaining to two. Dual number ( Gram .), 
the inflected form expressing two or a pair. 

1607 Bp. Andrewes Serm. II. 217 In the holy tongue, the 
word which signifieth life is of the dual number. 1706 A. 
Bedford Temple Mus. iv. 75 It ought to be read, .in the 


DUAXjXST. 

Dual or Plural Number. 1876 J. Parker Paracl. n. EpH, 
397 The great dual law which makes Adam and Eve one 
humanity, the dry land and the seas one globe. 

2. Composed or consisting of two parts ; two- 
fold, double. 

1634 H. L’ Estrange Ckas. /(1655) 7 His Majesty., con- 
ducted her to Canterbury, where the marriage was finally 
completed .. From Canterbury his now dual Majesty took 
coach for White-hall. 1862 Weldon's Register Aug. 3 That 
in the dual life of man the working faculty should be mar. 
ried to intellectual beauty. 1871 Tyndall Fragm. Sc. 
(1879) II. vi. 79 Truth is often or a dual character. 1886 
Pall Mall G. 1 Dec. 3/1 They . .proclaimed it as their policy 
to get rid of this ‘ dual ownership ’ in the land. x8ox Daily 
News 15 Apr. 6/4 The skirt was dual, and rather short. 

B. sb. 1. Gram. The dual number. 

2630 Reeve Introd. Grk. Tongue 9 In the second and third 
duall, and in the second pluralf. 1832 Coleridge Tabled. r 
July, It is very natural to have a dual, duality being a con- 
ception quite distinct from plurality. 1838 Max Muller 
Chips (1880) III. i. 3 Gothic, (where we still find a dual 
in addition to the singular and plural), 
f 2. App. a name for the two middle incisor-teeth 
in each jaw. Obs. 

154X R.CorLAND Guy don's Quest. Chirurg.(x$yg) 18 Hows 
many tethe ought euery persone to haue ? . . In some is founde 
.xxxij i .xvj. in euery Jawe. And in other is founde but 
[x]xviij. That is to wyt two douales two quadruples .viij. 
molares and two cassalles (orig. L. duo duales: duo quad- 
rupli : et duo canini : et viii. molares et duo caysales]. 
Dual(e, obs. form of Dwale. 

Bnalm (diw-alin). Chem. Also -ine. [f. 
Dual + -in ; in reference to the twofold combina- 
tion with nitre.] A powerful explosive consisting 
of 20 parts of nitre mixed with 30 of fine sawdust, 
and 50 of nitro-glycerin. Also dual in-dynamite. 

a 1874 Jrnl. Appl. Chem. (in Knight Diet. Meek. I. 767) 
Dualine. .contains 30 to 40 per cent of nitroglycerine mixed 
with sawdust saturated with nitrate of potassia, 1879 Watts 
Diet. Chem. 3rd Suppl. 694 Dualin. 1884 Pall Mall G. 

6 May 8/1 One of the cartridges found last week under the 
Parliament buildings here [Toronto], has. .been fouud to be 
filled with dualin. 

Dualism (diw-aliz’m). [f. Dual + -ism; cf. F, 
dualisme (1755 in Hatz.-Darm.).] 

X. The condition or state of being dual or consist- 
ing of two parts ; twofold division ; duality. 

1831 Carlyle Sart. Res . n. ix, In TeufehdrSckh there Is 
always the strangest Dualism. 1833 — Diderot Misc. Esst 
1872 V. 53 Among the dualisms of man’s wholly dualislic 
nature, this we might fancy was an observable one. 1841-4 
Emerson Ess., Compensation Wks. (Bohn) 1.41 An inevitable 
dualism bisects nature, so that each thing is a half, and 
suggests another thing to make it whole. 1877 E. Cairo 
Philos . Kant ii. 12 A dualism between knowing and being, 
between the * me ’ and the ‘ not me’._ 

2. Gram. The fact of expressing two in number. 
1874 Sayce Compar. Philol. vii. 276 We find many others 
[languages] in which the formal expression of plurality has 
never passed beyond that of dualism. 

8. A theory or system of thought which recognizes 
two independent principles, spec. a. Philos. The 
doctrine that mind and matter exist as distinct 
entities; opposed to idealism and materialism. 
b. The doctrine that there are two independent 
principles, one good and the other evil. e. Theol. 
The doctrine, attributed by his opponents to Nes- 
torius, that Christ consisted of two personalities. 

1794 Mathias Purs. Lit. (1708) 65 Then he introduces . . 
the two principles or dualism (a little more French jargon) 
the monde anime and the monde machine. 1836-7 Sir W. 
Hamilton Metaph. (1877) I. xvi. 293, I would be inclined to 
denominate those who implicitly acquiesce in the primitive 
duality as given in Consciousness, the Natural Realists or 
Natural Dualists, and their doctrine Natural Realism or 
Natural Dualism. 1847 Buch tr . Hagenback's Hist, Doctr. 
I. 93 The Gnostic doctrine of two supreme beings (dualism). 
1864 Pusey Led. Daniel (1865) 329 The characteristic error 
of the Zend religion, its Dualism, was its blot from the first. 
1872 Liddon Elenz. Relig. br. 148 Manicheeism was the 
Dualism which had acquired a Christian flavour by coming 
into contact with Christianity. 1882 Farrar Early Chr. I. 
263 The dualism — the existence of matter as the source of 
evil apart from God — finds a distinct expression in the 
Wisdom of Solomon. 1882-3 Encycl. R el. Know!. I. 

669 According to dualism existence itself is based on a con- 
trariety which appears in philosophy as spirit and matter. 
4. Chem. The theory, originated by Berzelius, 
now abandoned, that every compound is constituted 
of two parts which have opposite electricities. 

1884 Muir Princ. Chem. 1. ii. iii. § 54 Dumas’ discovery 
of the chloracetic acids which marks the beginning of the 
revolt against the compound radicles of dualism. 

Dualist (dizralist). [f. Dual + -ist: cf. F. 
dualistei] 

1. One who holds a doctrine of dualism or duality. 
a 1822 Shelley Christianity Pr. Wks. 1880 II. 340 'Ike 
Stoic, the Platonist, the Polytheist, the Dualist, and the 
Trinitarian. 1845 R. Balmer Led. $ Disc, I. vi. 305 F or a 
certain portion of his life he was a dualist, a believer m the 
doctrine of the duality of persons in the Godhead. 1872 
Liddon Elem. Relig. iv. 149 We of this generation are not 
Dualists. 

attrib. 1830 Daubeny Atom. The. i. (ed. 2) 49 When two 
kinds of matter shew an affinity one for the other, it is 
because they are actually penetrable. .This, which has been 
called the. Dualist system, presents.. but an obscure and 
imperfect image to the mind. 
j*2. A holder of two offices. Obs. rare, 
a 1661 Fuller Worthies, Wilts nr. (1662) 154 He was a 
Duallist in that Convent (and if a Pluralist, no ingenious 
person would have envied him). 
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DUALISTIC. 

Dualistic (di£ali-stik), a . [f. prec. 4 -ic ; cf. 

F. dualistique .] 

1 . Pertaining to, or of the nature of, dualism. 

x8ox J- Jones tr. Bygge’s Treat, Fr. Rep. v. xo6 He.. 

massed over Symmer’s theory [of electricity], or the dualistic 
svstera entirely. 1817 Coleridge Bios>. Lit . 57 The ad- 
mission of the dualistic hypothesis. 1876 E. R. Lankester 
tr Haeckels Hist. Great. I. ii. 33 In the usual dualistic or 
teleological conception of the universe, organic nature is 
recarded as the purposely executed production of a Creator 
working according to a definite plan. 2884 Muir Frinc. 
Ghent. 1. ii. ii* § 48 Berzelius raised the structure of dualistic 
chemistry, which asserted that every compound, whether 
simple or complex, must he constituted of two parts, of 
which one is positively, and the other negatively electrified. 
1885 J- Martineau Types Etk . Th. (1886} I. 1. xi. §8. 205 
The dualistic assumption . . of the mutual exclusion of ex- 
tension and thought. 1892 Westcott Gospel of Life 178 
From this source [Zoroastrianism] dualistic doctrines in- 
vaded the Christian Church in Gnosticism and Manichaeisin. 

2 . Characterized by duality ; dual. 

183a Fraser’s Mag. VI. 260 Consider them as the two 
disjointed Halves of this singular Dualistic Being of ours. 
1884 Muir Frinc. Ghent. 1. ii. ii. § 48 All salts were to be 
regarded as dualistic structures. 

Hence Diiali'SticaXly adv., in a dualistic manner; 
in accordance with duality. 

2857 De Quincey Judas Iscariot Wks. VII. 31 note. The 
two co-agents move in couples — move dualistically. Each 
is essential to the other. 1882 Williamson in Nature No. 
618. 414 Each of them [compound atoms] was the smallest 
quantity of a compound, which .. could be represented as 
built dualistically of its constituent atoms. 

Duality (di« 1 se liti). Also dualty. [ad. F. duality 
(14th c.), ad. late L. dualitas , f. dudlis Dual.] 

1 . The condition or fact of being dual, or con- 
sisting of two parts, natures, etc. ; twofold condition. 

c 1400 Test. Love 11. Chaucer’s Wks. (1561) 306 _b/i This 
duaiitie, after Clerkes determission, is founden in euery 
creature, bee it neuer so single of onhed. 2575 Laneham 
Let. (1871) 54 Wheat and barly, peaz and beanz, meat and 
drinke, bread and meat, beer and ale, appls and pearz. But 
least by such dualiteez I draw you too far : let vs heer stay, 
and cum neerer home, a 1619 Fothekby Atheom. 11. x. § 2 
1 1622) 299 Duaiitie is nothing but a composition of two 
vnities. 1781 Cowper Lett. (1887) 83 The solitude, or rather 
the duality of our condition, at Olney. 1887 Whitaker's 
Almanac 437 In the Austro-Hungarian empire duality ex- 
tends to the annual budget. 2892 Westcott Gospel of Life 
376 Zarathustra himself seems to have taught a certain 
duality in the one Divine Being, 
f 2 . The holding of two benefices together. Ohs, 
1619 Brent tr. SarpPs Gounc. Trent (1676) 714 Plurality 
of Benefices is forbid, and dualty granted when one is not 
sufficient. Ibid. 738. 1634 Canne Necess. Separ. (1849) 

156 Dispensations given . . for non-residents . . dualities, 
trialities, pluralities. 2647 Sir J. Birkenhead Assembly 
Man (1662-3) 8 He is not against Pluralities, but Dualities. 

Dualize (di* 7 ateiz), v. [f. Dual + -ize.] trans. 
To make or regard as two. Hence Bxralized 
ppl. a . ; Dualiza’tion, the action of dualizing. 

1838 Blackw. Mag. XLIV. 550 The great unity of sensa- 
tion, that is, the state which prevailed anterior to the dual- 
ization of subject and object. 2856 R. A. Vaughan Mystics 
(i860) I. in. iii. 205 note, It was feared that to represent God 
as the God of Creation and of Providence would be to 
dualize him. 1877 Fairbairn Stud. Philos. Relig. 33 Man 
had not learned to dualize his own being. 

Dually (di^'alij, adv . [f. Dual a. 4* -ly 2 .] In 
a dual or twofold capacity ; in the dual number. 

1650 Reeve Introd. Grk, Tongue 24 Dually and plurally 
they are declined like the Feminine Article. 2785 Burke 
Gorr. (2844) III. 44 If, therefore, we do not resolve (. .if you 
and I dually do not resolve) to consult. 2881 jfh Cent. 
Mar. 492 Hence it has followed that this great outside party 
. .has come to be dually represented in the Lower Chamber. 
Duan (dzran). [Gael, duan poem, canto, song. 
First used in Eng. in Macpherson's Ossian , 1765.] 
A poem or song ; a canto of an epic or long poem. 

1763 J. Macpherson Ossian II. 237 Cath-loda, Duan 1. 
{Note. The bards distinguished those compositions in which 
the narration is often interrupted by episodes and apo- 
strophes, by the name of Dudu). 1783 Burns Vision , Duan 
First. 2805 W. Taylor in Ann. Rev. III. 281 His Diarmod 
and his Guare may stalk on the stage, or declaim in duans. 
2822 Byron Juan iv. cxvii,Till what is call’d, in Ossian, the 
fifth Duan, 1893 H. Walker 3 Cent. Scot. Lit. II. 124 One 
epic poem of six duans or cantos, and another of eight. 

Duan, obs. var. Dewan, Divan : so Dua'nee — 
Dewani ; Dua’nage, dewanship. 

2669 Lond. Gaz. No, 415/2 Carrying a Letter to the Duan. 
1766 Hist. Eur. in A tin. Reg. 29/1 The Duanage became 
annexed to the Nabobship. 2818 Jas. Mil hBrit. India II. 
iv. i. 18 Appointed duan (or controller of the revenues) of 
Bengal Ibid. v. 213 The duanee, or collection, receipt and 
disbursement of the revenue. 

Duarchy (dizraiki). [f. L. duo (or irreg. f. 
Gr. 5 uo) two, after monarchy , etc.] A government 
by two co-ordinate rulers ; a diarchy. 

2386 T B. La Primaud. Fr. Acad. 1. 582 Properly called 
a Duarchie, which may continue so long as those two princes 
agree. 2655 Fuller Ch. Hist. 111. iii. § 3 A Duarchie in 
the Church . . being inconsistent with a Monarchic in the 
state. 1807 Robinson A rchaeol. Grseca n. iv. 144 That Sparta 
should be careful to preserve both her Kings, and not 
change the duarchy into a monarchy. 

So Dtrarcli, one who shares rule with another. 
2848 Tail's Mag. XV. 706 There will be duarchs for four 
phalanx, triarchs for 22, tetrarchs for 48, and so on. 

Dub (d»b), sb . 1 Sc. and north, dial. Also 6 
doubbe, dubbe, 6-7 dubb ; see also Dib sb$ [Of 
uncertain origin. 


It has been compared with Da. dyb adj. deep, sb. deep, 
abyss ; but this being a relatively recent repr. of ON. djup, 
can hardly be connected.] 

1 . A muddy or stagnant pool ; a small pool of 
rain water in a road ; a puddle. (Chiefly Ac.) 

2500-20 Dunbar Poems xxxiii. 119 Thre dayis in dub 
amang the dukis He did with dirt him hyde. 2513 Douglas 
JEneis vn. Prol. 54 The.. stretis.. Full of fluschis, doubbis, 
myre and clay. 2396 Dalrymple tr. Leslie’s Hist. Scot. 11. 
245 Ouir dykes and dubis, sykes and seuches thay sould 
ang and leip. 1790 Burns Tam o’ Shunter 81 Tam 
elpit on # thro’ dub and mire. 2886 Stevenson Kid- 
napped xxiv. 243 ‘ Here’s a dub for ye to jump.’ 

2 . A deep dark pool in a river or stream ( north . 
dial.). 

2335 Stewart Cron. Scot. III. 264 Siclike the Scottis, 
on the tother syde, Arrayit war thair battell for to byde . . 
Ane mos also vpoun the tother syde, With mony dubbis 
that war bayth deip and wyde. 2823 Brockett N. C. 
Words, Dub , a small pool of water ; a piece of deep and 
smooth water in a rapid river. 2883 Kendal Mercury 12 
Oct 5/3 In the neighbourhood of Tebay salmon are in the 
various favourite dubs in immense numbers. 1886 Pall Mall 
G. 6 Oct. 4/1 During summer and when the water becomes 
low the fish congregate in deep * dubs’. 

3. Comb., as dub-skelper, one who runs through 
the * dubs Y f a rambling fellow ’ (Jam.). 

1824 Scott St. Roitan’s xxviii, I’ll warrant it’s some idle 
dub-skelper. . coming after some 0’ yoursells. 1825 Brockett, 
Dub-skelper , bog-trotter ; applied to the borderers, 
t Dub, sb .' 1 Angling. Obs. [f. Dub vJ- 5.] An 
artificial fly : also dub fly. 
a 2430 Fysskynge w. Angle (1883) 6 How ye schall make 
our hokes of steyl & of osmonde som for he dub & som for 
e flote. Ibid. 20 Yf ye se . .}>e trowyt or the graylyng lepe, 
angle to hym with a dub according to the same moneth. 
2681 Chetham Angler's Vade-m. ii. § 12 (1689; 12 Your line 
for Dub-fly, Cast-fly, or Artificial fly. 

Dub (d#b), j$.S Also 6 dubbe. [Mainly ono- 
matopoeic (cf. dub-a-dub, rub-a-dub) ; but having 
connexions with Dub z/. 2 ] 

1. A beat of a drum ; the sound of a drum when 
beaten. Cf. Dub-a-Dub. 

c 2372 Gascoigne Fruits of Warre Wks. (2587) 223 They 
. . Who followe drummes before they knowe the d ubbe. 2576 
Turberv. Venerie 140 That drummes with deadly dub, may 
countervayle the blast. 2710 E. Ward Brit. Hudibras 86 
Before the Masters of the Dub. .Advanc’d a Red-fac’d 
squabby Fellow. 1816 Keatinge Trav. (1817) I. 322 The 
sullen dub of two drums beaten with crooked sticks. 

2 . A blow struck as in drumming, rare. 

2664 Butler Hud. w. i. 850 As skilful Coopers hoop their 
Tubs With Lydian and with Phrygian Dubs; Why may 
not Whipping have as good A Grace, perform’d in Time 
and Mood? 

3 . A short blunt dull-sounding thrust or blow. 

1837 Hawthorne Tveice-Told T. II. xix. 271 Jotting 

down each dull footstep with a melancholy dub of his staff. 

Bub (d»b), sbA East hid. [Telugn dabba.] 

* A small copper coin, value 20 cash* (Yule). 

2781 in Ld. Lindsay Lives Lindsays (2849) III. (Y.) t The 
fanam changes for 11 dubs and 4 cash. 2792 J. Anderson 
Corr. 43 The Exchange 88 Dubs, for one Rupee. 1838 
Simmonds Diet. Trade , Dub .. a division of the rupee in 
Mangalore, also called dudu, equal to about 2 \d. 

Dub (dtfb), vf Forms : 1 dubban, 2-5 dubb- 
en, 3-5 dobb(e, 4-6 dubbe, 4 dube, 5 doubbe, 
dowbe, 5-6 double, 5-- dub. [Appears in Eng. 
before 1 100. Generally supposed to be from OFr., 
which had in this sense aduber { Ch. de Rol. 1 ith c.), 
adobe r, adouber, also (rarer, and app. only later) 
ditber , douber. The OFr, word is Com. Rom., It. 
addobbare, OSp. and Pr. qdobar , OPg. adubar ; its 
ulterior derivation is unknown. 

By Diez it was assumed to be of Teutonic origin : there is 
however no such Germanic verb as dubban to strike, and 
the Icel. and Sw, dubba , cited in support of such, are really 
late words for ‘to dub a knight’, from Eng, or Romanic. 
EFris. dubben to strike, seems, like our Dub v.~, to be a 
recent onomatopceic formation. Even the relation of Eng. 
dub to the OF. word presents difficulties, since the latter 
would be expected to have been adopted as adub, which is 
not found till the 15th c. Branch II is presumably an ex- 
tension of the same word, though some of the senses are 
very remote, and are perh. affected by other associations.] 
I. To invest with a dignity or title, 

1 . trans. To confer the rank of knighthood by 
the ceremony of striking the shoulder with a sword, 
a. (with compl.) To dub (one) a knight (+ to a 
knight ). 

2083-2223 Q. E, Gkron. (Laud MS.) an. 1085, Se cyng.. 
dubbade his sunu Henric to ridere pser. c 1205 Lay. 22497 
t>u ., scalt .. to cnihte hine dubben. a 1300 K. Horn 447 
Horn..J?u schalt beo dubbed knhjt. C2489 Caxton Sonnes 
of Aymon i. 31 The kynge Charlemayne . . doubed hym 
to a knyghte. 2359 Mirr. Mag . , Dk. of Suffolk v, Whan 
my Kyng had doubed me a Knight. 2764 Foote Mayor of 
G. 1. i, Has his majesty dubbed me a Knight for you to 
make me a Mister? 1865 Kingsley Herew. II. vii. 116 
Thou wast dubbed knight in this church. 

fb. (with simple obj.) To dub (a knight, etc.). 
13.. K. Alts. 818 Dubbed weore an hundrud knightis. 
c 1380 Sir Ferumb. 1168 Charlis. .him self me dobbede ri3t. 
c 2386 Chaucer Pars. T. ? 693 The swerd that men yeuen 
first to a knyght whan he is newe dubbed. 1470- 85 Malory 
Arthur Contents xiii. i, How . . a damoysel . . desyred syr 
launcelot for to come and dubbe a knyght. 1577-87 
Holinshed Chron. II. 37/1 He dubd on saint Michaell the 
archangels daie thirtie knights. 1396 Spenser F. Q. vi. 
ii. 35 So he him dubbed, and his knight did call. 2617 in 
Crt. Times Jas. I (1849) 1 . 467 Sir John Smith, .was lately 


knighted . . Robin Hatton . . w*s likewise dubbed. 2685 
Lond. Gaz. N o. 2031/1 [They] were Dub’d by his Grace with 
the Sword of State. 

2 . 1 o invest with a dignity or new title. (In later 
times often mockingly or humorously used.) 

c 2330 R. Brunne Chron. u8xo) 331 An abbot, .of Scone, 
pat dubbid j>e kyng. c 2340 Cursor M. 7328 (Fairf.) He 
sal be dubbed {earlier teats enoynted] king to be. c 1400 
Melayne 304 Dubbe hym Duke in my stede. 2594 Shaks. 
Rich . Ill , 1. i. 82 Since that our Brother dub’d them 
Gentlewomen. 2737 Pope Hor. Epist. 1. vi. 81 A Man of 
wealth is dubb’d a Man of worth, a 2745 Swift Wks . 
(1841) II. 76 The college . . has dubbed most of us doctors. 
2738 G. Washington Writ. ( 1889) IL 6 note, You are 
pleased to dub me with a title I have no pretentions to— 
that is, y* Honble. 2865 Miss Braddon Only a Clod iv. 22 
They’d hardly dub you Esquire. 2893 Ch. Times 6 Oct. 
995/3 The marvel is that he was not dubbed F.R.S. 

8. To name, style, nickname; to speak of or set 
down as : now visually in pleasantry or ridicule. 

2599 Shaks. Hen. V , 11. ii. 120 To dub thee with the name 
of Traitor. 260 y SckoL Disc. agst. Antichr. 1. iv. 175 The 
reading of homilies, which they dubb with the name of 
preaching. 2693 Humours <§* Couv. Town 62 A Condemn- 
ing- Face, .dubs any one an uncontrovertible Critick. 2723 
Steele Englishm. No. 40. 260 A Cobler blacks a Boot ., 
and dubs it La Botte Royalle . 1773 Garrick Prol. to 
Goldsmith’s Stoops to Conq You ..Pronounce him regular, 
or dub him quack. 2894 G. R. Sims in My First Bk, 88 
Was I to be dubbed a scribbler? 

XI. To dress ; to trim ; to crop. 

+ 4 . To dress, clothe, array, adorn. Obs. 
a 1300 Cursor M. 28014 Yee leuedis. .studis hu your hare 
to heu, hu to dub and hu to paynt. c 2325 Metr. Horn. 
(1862) 12 He. .schop him bodi of hir fieyse And dubbed him 
wit our liknes. a 1430 A lexander 3447 He gase. . vp to be 
gilt tron e, Dobbed in his diademe & dbjt as be-fore. 2570 
Levins Manip. 181/38 To Dub the house, exomare, putare. 
T t>* To ‘ stick 5 (with ornaments). Obs. 

c 1400 Maundev. (1839) xxii. 24 Covered. . of Plate of fyn 
gold, dubbed with precious stones, c 2400 Destr. Troy 6205 
A cloth all of clene gold, Dubbit full of diamondis. 

5 . Angling. To dress or make up (an artificial 
fly), or to dress (a hook or line) with a fly. 

a 1450 Fysskynge w. Angle (1883) 33 Thyse ben the xij. 
flyes wyth whyehe ye shall angle to be trought & grayllyng, 
and dubbe lyke as ye shall now here me tell. 1673 J. Smith 
Chr. Relig. App. 1. 65 He who . . dubbs his Hook with a 
counterfeit Fly, will chuse to fish in troubled Waters. 1799 
Sporting Mag. XIII. 31 Dubbed with bear’s hair of a 
brownish colour. 1846 Blackw. Mag. LIX. 310 They could 
neither scour a worm . . nor dub a fly. 

6. a. To cut off the comb and wattles of (a cock). 
2570 Levins Manip. 181/39 To Dubbe a cocke, coronare . 

1688 R. PIolme Armoury 11. 252/2. 1828 Craven Dial. 

1872 Darwin Desc. Man xiii. {1883 403 Cock-fighters trim 
the hackles and cut off the combs and gills of their cocks ; 
and the birds are then said to be dubbed. 

b. To trim or crop ( trees, hedges, etc.). 

1634-5 Brereton Trav. (Chetham) 73 The trees, which are 
now cut and dubbed. 1877 N. W. Line. Gloss., Dubbings, 
evergreens with which churches and houses are decorated 
at Christmas. 1884 Cheshire Gloss., Dub, to clip a hedge. 

7 . To dress (cloth) see quot. 1847. Formerly, 
To ‘renovate’ old cloth or clothes: see Dubber 1 . 

[a 1400 Liber Aldus iv. If. 337 a. (Rolls) 718 Item, qe nul 
face dubber ne fuller tielx draps, et les vendent pur novels.] 
2801 Chron. in Ann. Reg. 456 For dressing or dubbing 
cloths, either wet or dry, otherwise than by green cards 
and pickards. 1847-78 Halliwell, Dub, to strike doth 
with teasels in order to raise the flock or nap. Glouc . 

8. * To place good wares in the upper part of a 
basket and inferior beneath ; a term still in use in 
Billingsgate Market.’ Riley, Liber Albus III. 31 1. 

[1290 in Liber Albus 111. in. (Rolls) 378 Et qe nulle soit 
des pessoners si hardi ... faucementz a douber lour panyers ; 
cestassavoir, mettre al desus panyer un demonstrance de 
convenable pessoun, et dessouthe en les panyers mettre 
pessoun desconvenable de poy de value.] 

9 . To smear with fat or grease. Now spec, to 
do this to leather. Cf. Dubbing vbl. sb. 4. 

c 2612 Chapman Iliad 1. 448 All, after pray’r.. kill’d, flay’d 
the beeves, Cut out and dubb’d with fat their thighs, fair 
dress’d with doubled leaves. 2623 — Gdyss. iii. 619 Apart 
flew either thigh, That with the fat they dubba. 2832 
J. Holland Manuf. Metal I. 162 Well dressed ox or cow 
leather .. when in use, is occasionally dubbed over with 
neat’s oil. 1866 Rogers Agric. Prices l.xviii. 398 Grease 
was needed for dubbing leather. 

XO. To trim, or work level and smooth, with 
an adze. Also with off, down , out. 

1712 W. Sutherland Shipbuild. Assist. 160 To Dub ; to 
work with an Addice. 2729 De Foe Crusoe 1. iv, I had., 
to cut down a Tree, .hew it flat on either Side with my Ax, 
till I had brought it to he thin as a Plank, and then dubb 
it smooth with my Adze. 1789 G. Keate Pelew 1st. 325 
Canoes made from the trunk of a tree dubbed out. 1822. 
J. Smyth Pract. of Customs 234 A paling hoard .. slabbed 
or feather-edged and dubbed on the sappy side. 

11 . To beat blunt or flat. 

^ 1879 Cassells Techn . Educ. IV. 298/2 The end of the tube 
is bent and hammered over in any rough way to pass 
it through . . and is afterwards ‘ dubbed ’ or ‘ tanged 
Bub, vA [Known only since 1500: evidently 
onomatopoeic, imitating the sound, or suggesting 
the feeling of a firm blow or thrust with something 
blunt. Cf. EFris. dubben to butt, beat, strike.] 

1 . trans. To thrust: now implying a moderately 
firm blunt thrust or poke, f Formerly also, To stab 
as with a dagger; to bring down (a club) {obs.). 

2513 Douglas BE nets iv. xii. 209 Or that Proserpine . . 
dubbit hir heid Onto the Stygian hellis flude of deid. c 257* 
Gascoigne Fruites Warre Wks. (1832; 210 With bodkins 
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dubd and doitst to death. 1586 Warner Alb. Eng. n. vii. 
(R.), He dubs his club about their pates, a 1659 Cleveland 
Gen. Poems, etc. <1677) 15 Women commence by Cupid's 
Dart, As a King hunting Dubs a Hart. 1836 E. Howard 
R. Reefer xxx iv, Pigs., were.. to be seen dubbing their 
snouts under the gunnel. 

b. intr. To make a thrust or dab, to poke (at). 
1833 Marryat P. Simple xv, The slightest mistake as to 
time . . and at this moment the flatfish would have been 
dubbing at our ugly carcasses. 1875 Sir G. W. Dasent 
Vikings II. 196 The flounders would now be dubbing at 
our limbs thirty fathoms deep. 

2 . Used intr. and trans. of the beating or sound 
of a drum. Also redupl. Dub-a-dub, rub-a-dttb . 
Cf. Dub sb. s 

2588 T. Deloney 3 Bail. Armada u. iv. in Arb. Garner 
VII. 47 With trumpets sounding, and with dubbing drums. 
Ibid. n. xiv. 50 The warlike Armie then stood still, and 
drummers left their dubbing sound, a 1625 Fletcher Mad 
Lover 1. i, Now the drums dubbs. 
tDub, s'* 3 Obs. slang. [? corruption of Dup v. 
= do up.] 1 . tram. To open (a door)._ 
axyoo B. E. Diet. Cant. Crew s.v. Case, Tis all Bob, 
and then to dub the gigg. Ibid. s. v. Gigger Dub the Gig - 
ger, open the Door with the Pick-lock. 1783 in Grose. 

2 . To shut tip. 

1812 J. H. Vaux Flash Did., Dub ip, to lock up or secure 
any thing or place ; also to button one’s pocket, coat, etc. 
Bub-, in Comb . Chiefly dial. [cf. Dubbed 4.] 
Having a blunt point. 

1706 E. Ward Hud. Rediv. II. vni. 12 A swarthy dub- 
nosed Fellow, With Cheeks like rusty Bacon, yellow. 1881 
Qxfordsh. Gloss., Dub-point, dubpointed , sb. a blunt point; 
adj. blunt at the point. [1888 Sheffield Gloss., Dub % a 
straight-edged, round-pointed, dinner-knife blade.] 

Bub, dube, var. of Dqob, E. Indian grass. 
Bub-a-dub* [Echoic ; cf. Dub vX] The sound 
made in beating a drum : used, a. advb., or with- 
out construction, as a simple representation of the 
sound ; b. as sb., to name the sound, or the drummer 
who makes it ; and c. as adj. to characterize it.^ 
^1553 Udall Royster D. xv. vii. (Arb.) 74 Now sainct 
George to boro w, Drum dubbe a dubbe afore. 1576 Gas- 
coigne Steele Gl. (Arb.) 67 When drums are dumb, and 
sound not dub a dub. 1583 Stanykurst Mneis vni. (Arb.) 
137 Lowd dub a dub tabering with frapping rip rap of 
/Etna, a 1592 Greene Alphonsus Wks. (Rtldg ) 242 Hark, 
how their drums with dub-a-dub do come l 1608 Day Hum. 
out of Br.v. ii. (i88r) 77 These drumming dub adubs loues 
pleasure feares. 1708 Motteux Rabelais v, xviii. (1737) 81 
The Dub-o-dub Rattling of the Drums. 1878 Stevenson 
Inland Voy. 86 Each dub-a-dub goes direct to a man’s heart. 

*j[ Applied, by confusion, to the accolade given in 
conferring knighthood. 

1612 Field Woman a Weathercock 1. ii. in Hazl. Dodsley 
XI. 23 The dub-a-dub of honour, piping hot Doth lie upon 
my worship’s shoulder-blade. 

So Bnb-a-dnb v. «* Dub 'v$ 2. 

2598 Florio, Tambussare . .to dub a dub, to drum. 1851 
Blackw. Mag. Nov. 573 Trumpets and drums, blown and 
dub-a dubbed by fellows that. .1 would not trust [etc.]- 
Bubartas, -us, obs. var. Jubabtes, a kind of 
whale. 

|1 Bubash. (dwberf). East Indies. Also 7 
deubash, 9 debash, dubasheo. [ad. Hindi 
dubkashiya, dobdsht, man of two languages, f. do, 
du two + bhdsha language.] An (Indian) interpreter 
or commissionaire, employed in transacting busi- 
ness with the natives, and as a cicerone, courier, etc. 

1698 Fryer Acc. E. Ind. $ P. 30 The Moors, .not vouch- 
safing to return an Answer by a Slave, but by a Deubash, 
who is the Interpreter. 1776 in Genii. Mag. (1792) 14/2 Two 
days before our arrival at Hyderabad, 1 sent my Dubash 
on before. 1814 W. Brown Hist. Prop. Chr. (1823) I. 198 
The rapacious clubashes denied them full payment 1832 
Marryat N. Forster xxxviii, By inquiry of the dubashee. 
1845 Stocqueler. Handbk. Brit. India (1854) 3 1 ® The 
du bashes, a superior sort of valet de place and cicerone. 

Ii Bubba, dubber. East Indies . Also 7-9 

dupper, 8 duppa. [Arab., Pers., and Urdu 
dabbah vessel made of raw skins.] 4 A leather bottle 
or skin bag, used chiefly in India for holding oil, 
ghee, and other liquids, and capable of holding, 
according to size, from 20 to 80 lbs. weight’ 
(Simmonds Did. Trade, 1858). 

1698 Fkye.kAcc.E. India P. .118 Their Butter . . after it has 
passed the Fire, they keep it in Duppers the year round. 
1727 A. Hamilton New Acc. E. Ind. 1 . 126 (Y.) Great Quan- 
tities of Butter, which they gently melt and put in Jars 
called D up pas. 2799 Ann. Reg. 26 A small quantity of 
wood-oil, contained in a dubber, or leathern bottle. 1845 
Napier Gen. Order in J. Mawson Rec. (1851) 35 (Y.) What 
became of these dubbas of ghee. 

Dubbed [dM),ppl. a. [f. Dub vX + -edE] 

1 . Invested with knighthood, knighted. 

2552 Huloet, Dubbed, decuriatus. 1589 Warner Alb. 
Eng. v. xxviii. (1612) 237 Lord of nine score dubbed 
knights. 1732 Lett.fr. Fog's Jrnl. (1732) II. 257 A dubb’d 
Plebeian, F ortune’s Fav’rite Fool. 2825 Scott Talism. u. 
A dubbed knight. 

2 . Angling. Dressed, as a hook. 

« 2450 Fysshynge w. Angle (1883) 11 The dubbyd hoke. 

o. Cropped. 

x 634"5 Brereton Trav. (Chetham) 44 Dubbed hedges. 

4 . Blunted; blunt, pointless. (Now dial.) 

27. .E. Smith Compl. Housewife (2750) 8 The spurs of the 

S heasant cock, when young, are short and dubbed, 2796 
Irs. Glasse Cookery ii. xo His spurs will be short and 
dubbed. 2825 Wiltsh. Words , Dubbed , blunt, pointless. 
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+ Dubber 1 . Obs. [a. OF. doubenr repairer, f. 
douber to trim, dress, repair : cf. Dub v . 1 7*] 

A renovator of old clothes. 

(But the meaning in quot- 14* 5 uncertain* some have 
conjectured * trimmers or binders of MSS. ) 

1225-6 Liber Albus r. 11. viii. (Rolls) 83 Et Paganus !e 
Dubbour, unus vicinorum, attachiatur pro morte ilia. 
1240-1 Ibid. 1. 11. xxxviii. (Rolls) 103 Et Johannes Clericus, 
Dubbeour, et Thomas de Marisco. .committantur gaolse. 
1415 Liber Mentor and orum A/Y If. 129 bj in York Myst, 
Introd. 20 Que touz hosyers que vendront chauuces. .aueront 
la charge del pagyne de Moyses et Pharao. .horspns les 
Dubbers et ceux que sount assignez a eux. 1415 Ordo 
paginarum ludi Corporis Christi If. 245 Ibid. 26 Escriue- 
ners, Lumners, Questors, Dubbers. 

Bubber 54 : see Dubba. 

Bubbil, -ble, -bul, etc., obs. forms of Double. 
Birbbing, vbl. sb. [f. Dub vd -t- -ingU] The 
action of the verb Dub 1 . 

1 . The conferring of knighthood; investment 
with a dignity or title. 

a 1300 K. Horn 438 Help me to kni^te Bi al June migte, 
To my lord )?e king, pat he me 3'me dubbing, c 1315 Shore- 
ham 15 A prince longeth for to do The gode knjqtes 
dobbynge. c 1440 York Myst. xxvi. 7. 1586 Ferne Bias. 

Gentrie 152 The ordering of dubbings and creations of 
Knights or Esquires. 1611 in Gutch Collect. Cur. I. 101 
All Bachelor Knights of more puny dubbing. 1676 Mar- 
vell Mr. Smirks 2 The Dubbing or Creating of Witts. 

1 2 . Attire, dress, array. Obs. 

a 1300 Cursor M 28032 Quen pal see your dubbing ware 
[i. e. attiring gear}. C14O0 A. . Davy Dreams 76 Bope hij 
hadden a newe dubbyng ; Hure gray was her eloping. 

3 . Angling. The dressing of an artificial fly; 
cotter, the materials used in the process. 

1676 Cotton Walton's Angler 11. 300 To teach you.. of 
what dubbing you are to make the several flies. 1799 
G. Smith Laboratory II, 290 The dubbing of the fur of 
a black spaniel. 2867 F. Francis Angling vi. (1880; 2x4 
note. The dubbing . . of which the fly is composed. 

4 . A preparation of grease for softening leather 
and rendering it waterproof. Also dubbin. 

1781 J. Ripley Grig. Lett. 23 Take currier’s dubbing, and 
anoint his sores. 28x9 Rees Cycl. XX, The hide or skin is 
then conveyed to the shade or drying-place, where the oily 
substances are applied, termed stuffing or dubbing. 1875 
Ure’s Diet. Arts III. 96 The dubbing .. is composed of 
tallow, brought to a soft plastic condition by being melted 
and mixed with cod-liver oil. 1896 Price List, Prout’s 
Dubbin. 

5 . a. Working timber with an adze. b. Dubbing- 
out {Plastering ) : see quot. 1842-76. 

1823 P. Nicholson Pract. Build. 379 The expenses of 
dubbing-out. 1842-76 Gwilt Archit. Gloss., Dubbing-out 
. .the bringing of an uneven surface in a wall to a plane, by 
pieces of tile, slate, or the like, before it is plastered over. 
c 1850 Rudim. Navig. 1x6 Dubbing, working with an adze. 

6. attrib . 

a 2300 [see 2], a 2400 Oc tout an 1274 Seuen dayes ylyke 
hyt leste, The bredale and the dubbyng feste, 1864 Web- 
ster, Dubbing-tool \ a tool for paring down to an even 
surface. 1883 Fisheries Exhib. Catal. 51, Lines, Fly Books, 
and Dubbing Books. 

Bubbler, var. Doubler. 

Bubbletie : see Doubleje/H. 

Duflberous, Birbersome, a. dial, or vulg. 
[Corruptions of Dubious.] Dubious, doubtful. 

1818 Sporting Mag. II. 17 They became a little duberous. 
2830 Galt Lawrie T. iv. x, The squire, .was duberous if 
his charackter would serve. 1837-40 Haliburton Clockm. 
(1862) 139 As if he was dubersome whether he ought to 
speak out or not. 1876 Holland Set \ Oaks xx. 277 ‘ She 
was.. a little dubersome about my coming to time. 1889 
Bqldrewood Robbery under A rms (18901 109 That’s what 
I’m dubersome about. 

Dubiety (diwbsri'ti). [ad. late L. dubietds, 
f. dubius doubtful : see -m\] The condition or 
quality of being dubious ; doubtfulness, dubious- 
ness. b. An instance of this, a matter of doubt. 

c 2750 Richardson (T.\ A state of dubiety and suspense is 
ever accompanied with uneasiness. 1766 W. Gordon Gen. 
Couniing-ho. 32 So expressive, .as to admit of no dubiety. 
2821 Lamb Elia $er. l. Imperf. Sympathies , The twilight of 
dubiety never falls upon him. 1892 Stevenson Across Plains 
286 On one point there should be no dubiety. 

b. 2806-7 J, Beresford Miseries Hum. Life (1826) xx. 
279 Hume’s account of his own dubieties. 2845 Carlyle 
Cromwell 1187D II, 260 A terrible dubiety toiitself and to us. 
Bubil, obs. form of Double. 

Dubiosity (di^bip*slti). [ad. L. type *dttbio- 
sitas, f. dubiosns Dubious : cf. It. dubbiositdl] 
— Dubiousness ; with pL, a doubtful matter. 

2646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. 1. v. 17 Men. .swallow 
falsities for truths, dubiosities for certainties. 1824 New 
Monthly Mag. II. 299 The puzzles and the dubiosities of 
meaning. 1859 G. Meredith R. Feyerel IIL vi. 269 Dis- 
tinctly and without a shadow of dubiosity. 

Dubious (diw'bios) , a. [ad. L. dnbios-us doubt- 
ful, f. dnbium doubt, neuter of dubius doubtful.] 

1 . Objectively doubtful; fraught with doubt or 
uncertainty ; uncertain, undetermined ; indistinct, 
ambiguous, vague. 

2548 Hall Chron., Edw. IV, 208 To abide the fortune 
of battayle, which is ever dubious and uncertayne. 266a 
SriLLiNGFL.Drxk'. Sacr. 1. iii. § 8 In what year of his raign, is 
very .dubious, 2725 Watts Logic 11. ii. § 8 Dubious pro- 
positions . . are distinguished into probable, or improbable. 
2769 Robertson Chas. V, III. viii, 100 He joins a dubious 
friend against a known benefactor, 2823 Busby tr. Lucre • 
tins Life, The faint and dubious rays or Crepuscular light, 
2868 Stanley Westm. Abbey iv. 350 A dubious honour. 


b. Of uncertain issue or result. 

2635 J. Hayward tr. Biondis Banish'd Virg. 181 The 
fight was no lesse dubious than dangerous. 1667 Milton 
P. L. 1. 104 His utmost power . . oppos’d In dubious Battel 
on the Plains of Heav’n. 2875 Helps Ess., Self-Disc. 16 A 
dubious deadly struggle which had terminated in his favour, 
f e. Old Ckern . Dubious acids : see quot, Obs. 
2727-51 Chambers^ Cycl. s.v. Acid, Dubious or Latent 
Acids, are those which do not possess enough of the Acid 
nature to give sensible marks thereof on the taste, but agree 
with the manifest Acids in some other properties, 
d. Of questionable or suspected character. 

2860 Tyndall Glac. 1. iii. 25 A large bed, covered with 
clothes of the most dubious black-brown hue. 1884 L.J. 
Jennings in Croker Papers I. vi. 158 She had been absent 
from England . . oftentimes^ in very dubious company. 2893 
Bookman June 83/1 Having got into evil odour by their 
dubious gains. 

2 . Subjectively doubtful ; wavering or fluctuating 
in opinion ; hesitating ; inclined to doubt, 

1632 J. Hayward tr. Biondis Eromena 189 Though I 
beleeve..yet am I somewhat dubious in beleeving. 2710 
Norris Chr. Prud. v. 220 Uncertain Ballancings and 
Fluctuations of a dubious Will. 2865 Miss Braddon4>2> 
Jasper I. ii. 40 [She] raised her eyebrows with a dubious ex- 
pression. 1874 Helps Soc. Press, xiv. 198 I followed them, 
dubious as to whether I should ultimately interfere. 

Du'biously, ddv. [f. prec. + -ly *.] In a 
dubious manner ; with doubt, doubtfully, hesi- 
tatingly ; uncertainly, vaguely, ambiguously. 

2646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. m. v. 115 Albertus magnus; 
speaks dubiously . . but Aldrovand affirmeth plainly. 2708 
Swift Predict, for 1708 Wks, 1755 II. i. 152 To wander in 
generals, and talk dubiously. 1822 Byron Sardan. in. i, 
How Goes on the conflict ? A. Dubiously and fiercely. 2860 
Holland Miss Gilbert ii. 39 ‘ I don’t know where you will 
find it’, said the doctor, shaking his head dubiously. 

Bu'Monsness. [f. as prec. + -ness.] The 
quality of being dubious ; doubtfulness ; doubtful 
character ; uncertainty, ambiguity. 

1652 R. Saunders Plenary Possess. 3 All which par- 
ticulars, .have difficulty and dubiousnesse in them. 1725 
Pope Odyss. l. note ( R. ) , She speaks with the dubiousness 
of a man, not the certainty of a Goddess. 1865 M. Arnold 
Ess. Crit. x. (1875) 411 The dubiousness and involved man- 
ner of the Greek. 1872 Geo. Eliot Middlem. lxxiii, The 
dubiousness of all medical treatment. 

BuMtaMe (dizrbitabl), a. [ad. L. dnbitdbilis, 
f. dubitdre. to Doubt: see -able, and cf. OF. 
dttbilablc.] Capable of being doubted ; liable to 
doubt or question. 

1624 Middleton Game at Chess hi, i. 265 The dubitable 
hazards Of fortune. 1657 Hawke Killing is M. go Aristotle 
makes it dubitable, and disputable, whether it is better to 
be Ruled by a good Law, or a good Man. 1704 Norris 
Ideal World U. ix. 391 The consequence, which is the only 
dubitable one, is again proved by this enthymeme. 1893 
Nat. Observer 30 Sept. 515/1 To put into dubitable French 
what he might have said, .in indubitable English. 

Hence Bifbita'bly adv., in a dubitable manner. 

1864 m Webster. 

f BuMtancy. Obs. [ad. L, *dubitaniia, f. 
dubitdre to Doubt : see -ancy and cf. OF. duhi~ 
tance .] Doubt, hesitation, uncertainty of opinion. 

2648 Hammond Serm. on Rom. iv. 25 Wks. 1684 IV. 505 
They are . . without all dubitancy resolv’d, that all the joys 
of Heaven are forfeited by this choice. 1669 Woqdhead 
St. Teresa 1. Pref. 3 A certain knowledge, free from all 
dubitancy, of his Presence. 

Dnbitant (di/Z*bitant), a. {sb.) [ad.L. dubitant - 
em, pres. pple. of dubitdre to Doubt : see -ant.] 
Doubting ; having doubts, absol. One who doubts. 

2822 Blackw. Mag. IX. 39 Why art thou.. to be less 
dubitant and circumlocutory? 2822 Craig Led. Drawing 
ii, 87 Let the dubitant take a piece of the blackest paper. 
1871 Lytton Coming Race x, The male is a shy and dubi- 
tant creature. 2895 igth Cent. Oct. 680 The Church militant 
rather than the Church dubitant may hold sway. 

DuMtate (dij’Z'biUit), v. rare. [f. L. dubitdt-, 
ppl. stem of dubitdre to Doubt.] intr. To doubt, 
hesitate, waver. 

2837 Carlyle Fr. Rev. II. 11. vi, If ..he were to loiter 
dubitating, and not come. 2879 Maudsley Pathol. Mind 
vii, 312 If it were some great tiling concerning which they 
dubitated and wavered. 

Hence Birbitating, vbl. sb. and ppl. a . ; BWbi- 

2827 Carlyle Germ. Romance I. 231 Dubitatingly. *837 
— • Fr. Rev. I. iv. i, What dubitating, what circumambu- 
lating. 1845 — Cromwell (1871) IIL 194 Answered dubi- 
tatingly. ■ ■ ■■ ' ' # f V 

Bubitation (diwbit^j^n). [a. F. dubitation 
(13th c.), ad. L. dubitation- em, n. of action 1. 
dubitdre to Doijbt.] The action or condition of 
doubting doubt, uncertainty ; hesitation.^ b. An 
instance of this ; + a matter of doubt (obs.). 

c 1450 Cov. Myst. (Shaks. Soc.) 67 I . . Alle that my progem- 
touris hath . .seyn, fleythfully beleve withowtyn alle duby- 
tacion. 2570 Buchanan Chamseleon Wks. (1892) 51 fne 
Chamaeleon . , eftir sura dubitatioun come to Stnueling. 
c 1645 Howell Lett. I. v. xxi, It is as true a rule, that .. 
dubitation is the beginning of all knowledg. #1734 *: 0RT , f l 
Exam. 1. i. (1740) 28 Lest the Author should think himselt 
affronted by this Dubitation touching his Story, *8x4 
Scott Wav. xli, ‘ Beyond a shadow of dubitation. *o 9 x 
Spectator 14 Mar., The assertion, made with no dubitation 
or reserve. ' „ ' ' . » 

b. 2545 J oye Exp. Dan. xii. (R.), The trewe muocacion ot 
God thorow Cryst, thei haue turned it into a dowtfuU 
dubitacion. 1683 E. Hooker Pref. Ep. Pordage s Mystic 
J Div. 99 Altercations, disputations and dubitations ot, ta 
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DUCHY. 


an d about Mystic Theologie. 1837 Carlyle Fr. Rev. III. 
viL vii, In the wreck of human du citations, this remains in- 
dubitable, that Pleasure is pleasant. 

Dubitative (di«*bit#iv), a . [ad. L. duhiia - 
fiv-us (Tertuii.) doubtful, f. dubitare : cf. F. dubi- 
tatif ( 1 3-1 4th c. in Hatz.-Darm.).] Inclined or 
given to doubt ; expressing doubt or hesitancy. 

1615 [implied in Dubitatively]. 3737-53 Chambers Cycl., 
Conjunctions dubitative, those which express some doubt, 
or suspension of opinion.— as, if. 1859 Geo. Eliot A. 
Bede Hii, Turning his head on one side in a dubitative 
manner. 1887 Jessopp Arcady 49 Your old Arcadian’s style 
of talk is full of doubts ; it is what may be called the dubi- 
tative or approximating style. 

b. absol. A word or phrase expressing doubt. 

1835 Southey Doctor III. xcii. 176 Some one has said 
that the Devil’s dubitative is a negative. 

Du*bitatively, adv. [f. prec. + -ly 2 .] In a 
dubitative or doubting manner ; doubtingly. 

1615 Sir E. Hoby Curry-combe iii. 121 This is the exposi- 
tion.. so dubitatiuely propounded by the Interpreters thera- 
selues. 1858 Carlyle Fredk . Gt. yi. ix. II. 131 The Reichs- 
hofrath dubitatively shook its wig, for years. 1889 F. 
Barrett Under Strange Mask I. vii. 107 ' H’m— yes said 
I dubitatively. 

Duble, Dubler, Dublet, obs. ff. Double, etc. 

+ Dubment. Obs. rare . [f. Dub v . 1 + -ment : 

cf. adubment.'] Dubbing, adornment, array. 

13. . E. E . Allit. P. A. 121 The dubbement dere of doun 
and dalez. 

Duboisine (di&borsrin). Chan, [see -ine.] 
An alkaloid obtained from the Australian solan- 
aceous shrub Duboisia myoporioides, having quali- 
ties similar to those of atropine and hyoscyamine. 
1883 in Syd. Soc. Lex. 

Dubul, dubylle, obs. forms of Double. 

Due, obs. form of Duke. 

Ducal (diw-kal), a . {sb.) Also 5 ducall, 7 
duekal. [a. F. ducal (13th c. in Hatz.-Darm.) = 
It. due ah , Sp. ducal ad. late L. ducal-is , f. duc-em 
(dux'* leader, Duke.] Of, pertaining to, or charac- 
teristic of a duke or dukedom (also, of a doge). 

In quot. 1626 = Of the party of the Duke (of Buckingham). 
1494 Fab yam Chrtm. vn. 374 The bezaunde imperiall is 
worth .1. ducates, and the ducall bezaunde is worth .xx. 
ducates. 1626 Crt. ty Times Chas. I (1848) 1 . 106 Some say 
my Lord of Suffolk having given his proxy to my Lord of 
Walden, his eldest son, and now, finding him ducal, hath 
revoked. 1685 Lond. Gaz. No. 2099/4 The Crest is a 
Griffins-head between two Wings, coming out of a Duekal 
Coronet. 1731 Swift On Pulteney 10 Produce at last thy 
dormant ducal patent. 1765-9 Black stone Comm. (1793) 
106 Jersey, Guernsey, Sark, Alderney . . are governed 
by their own laws, which are for the most part the ducal 
customs of Normandy. 1841 W. Spalding Italy It. 
fsl. I. 216 The Ducal Gallery of Florence. 1851 Ruskin 
Stones Ven. (1874) I. i. 17 The Ducal Palace of Venice.. is 
the central building of the world. 

b. Of the rank or bearing the title of duke. 

1796 Morse Amer , Geog. II, 138 The offices .. are here- 
ditary to the ducal families of Ancaster and Norfolk. 

e. Ducal mantle , (a) the official robe of a duke ; 
(b) Conch . a species of mollusc, Chlamys pallium. 

1776 Da Costa Conchol. 292 The Ducal Mantle Escallop. 
1819 in Pantologia. 1823 in Crabb Technol. Diet. 
f B. sb. See quot. Obs. 

1727-51 Chambers Cycl., Ducals, the letters patent 
granted by the senate of Venice are called ducals. 
Bueaiity (dkriksediti). humorous, [f. prec. 4* 
-ity.] Ducal rank or character ; concr., a ducal 
personage ; the ducal order. 

_ 1847 Ld. Houghton in Life (1890) 1 . 399 The German ducal- 
ities go to Granada. 1848 Ibid. 408 Disraeli made an 
excellent use. .of the ducality of his friend. 1891 Pictorial 
World 7 Mar. 307/2 The Ducality was in high good humour. 
Buxally, adv. [f. as prec. + -ly 2.] In a 
ducal manner ; as a duke. 

1823 Rutter Fonthill p. xxii, A lion rampant, Argent, 
ducally crowned, Or. 

Ducape (diwk?*p). [Origin unascertained.] 

‘ A plain-wove stout silk fabric of softer texture 
than Gros dc Naples, 

Its manufacture was introduced by the French refugees of 
1685/ Beck, Draper's Diet. 

*678 Phillips (ed. 4), Ducape, a certain kind of Silk used 
for Womens Garments. 1688 R. Holme A rmoury \ in. 08/ 1 
Womens Hoods.. made of. . Sarsenet, Ducape, Vinian Sars- 
net, Persia. .Silk. 1773 Franklin Lett. Wks. 1887 IV. 477, 
I have had it worked up. .into a French grey ducape. 1842 
Penny Qy:/. XXII. 12/1 Persian, sarsenet, gros-d e-Naples, 
ducapes, satin, and levantines are . . plain silks/ which vary 
from one another only in texture, quality, or softness. 

Ducat (darkat). F orms : 4 duket, 5 dokett(e, 
dueatt(e, 5-6 doket, duckett(e, 5-7 dukat, (6 
ducade), 6-7 ducate, duccat(e, duekat(e, 6-8 
ducket, 5- ducat, [a. F. ducat (1395 in Hatz.- 
Darm.), ad. It. ducato (12th c.), in late L. ducatus 
Duchy, also name of a coin, f. L. dux Duke.] 

1. A gold coin of varying value, formerly in use in 
most European countries; that current in Holland, 
Russia, Austria, and Sweden being equivalent 
to about 9 s. 4 d. Also applied to a silver coin 
of Italy, value about 3$. 6 d. 

TJsed as the name of a silver coin issued in 1140 by 
Roger II of Sicily, as Duke of Apulia, bearing the inscrip- 
tion R DX AP, i.e . Rogerus Dux Apultge ; according to 
Falcone de Benevento ‘monetam suam introduxit, unam 
vero, cui Ducatus nomen imposuit ’ (Du Cange, s.v.). In 


1202, it appears (Pappadopoli, Monete di Venezia, 1893, 81) 
as the name of a Venetian silver coin, usually known as the 
grosso. In 1284, the first gold ducat, also called zecchino 
d'oro , was struck at Venice under the doge John Dandolo. 
This coin, worth about 9s 1 ., bears on one side figures of 
St. Mark and the Doge, and on the other a figure of Christ 
with the legend ‘ Sit tibi Christe datus quern tu regis iste 
ducatus * ; this, though it did not originate, may have con- 
tributed to spread the name, which was subseq. applied to 
the gold coins of various European countries. 

c 1384 Chaucer H. Fame m. 258 As fyne as ducat [v.rr. 
doket, ducket] in venyse. 1387 Trevisa Higden (Rolls) VI. 
259 A duket [>at is wor)?y half an Englisshe noble. 1477 
Poston Lett. No. 804 III. 204 In mony he brengyth with 
hym an hundred thowsand dokets. 1494 Fabyan Citron. 
yi. clix. 148 A dukat is of sondry valuys, but y* ieest in value 
is .iiii.f. iii.d. ob. & the best .iiii.jr. vii. d. 1547 Boorde Introd. 
Knowl. xxx. (1870) 199 In golde they [Castilians] haue 
duccates and doble cluccates. 1555 Eden Decades 176 The 
double ducades whiche yowre maiestie haue caused to bee 
coyned, are disparsed throughowte the hole worlde. 1596 
Shaks. Merck. V. if. viii. 35 Two sealed bags of ducats, Of 
double ducats, a 1618 Raleigh Rem. (1644) 190 This Ducket 
currant for three ounces in Barbary, was then worth in 
England seven shillings and six pence. 1727-53 Chambers 
Cycl. s.v., The chief gold ducats now current, are, the single 
and double ducats of Venice, Florence, Genoa, Germany, 
Hungary, Poland, Sweden, Denmark, Flanders, Holland, 
and Zurich. 1823 Crabb Technol. Did. s.v., The Dutch 
ducats, which are reckoned the purest gold, are about gs. 6d. 
sterling. 1835 Burnes Trav. Bokhara (ed. 2) III. 363 A 
Persian ducat now bears the value of nine kurans, or rupees. 
1858 Carlyle Fredk. Gt. 11. xiv. L 189 The latest existing 
representative of the ancient Gold Gulden is the Ducat, 
worth generally about a Half-sovereign in English. 

fb. A money of account in the Venetian 
republic. Obs. 

1611 Coryat Crudities 286 Now whereas the Venetian 
duckat is much spoken of, you must consider that this word 
duckat doth not signifie any one certaine coyne. But many 
severall pieces do concurre to make one duckat, namely six 
livers and two gazets. 1638 Roberts Merck. Map of Com- 
merces Halliw. Shaks. V. 323 At Venice there were two 
sorts of duccats, the one currant in payment, which may 
bee valued ster. about 3s. 4 d., and the other of banco, which 
may be valued about 4J., or 4J. 2d. 

2. loosely. A piece of money ; pi. Money ; cash. 

1775 Sheridan Duenna 11. iv, I shall be entitled to the 

girl’s fortune, without settling a ducat on her. 1853 Whyte 
Melville Digby Grand vi. (Farmer i From spendthrift King 
John downwards, the Christian has ever pocketed the 
[Jew's] ducats, and abused the donor. 1895 Corjik. Mag. 
Aug. 174 Holmes was likewise out of ducketts. 

3 . Ducat gold, fine gold; also applied to 
gilding of a brilliant colour. 

1548 Hall Chron ., Hen. VIII, 7 The garmentes were 
powdered with castels, and shefes of arrowes of fyne doket 
gold. Ibid. 80 b, On their faces visers, and all the berdes 
were fine wyer of Ducket gold. 1808 R. K. Porter Trav. 
Sk. Russ, Swed. (1813) I. iv. 29 The spire of this edifice is 
..gilt with ducat gold. 

Ducatoon (d»kat*7’n). Also 7 ducaton, 
ducattoon, -oun, 7-8 duccat-, duokatoon. [a. 
F. ducaton ‘ a small duckat, or halfe duckat* 
(Cotgr.), ? ad. It. ducatone (not in Florio) atigm. I 
of ducato (being a bigger coin than the gold ducat, 
Della Crusca ) : see prec. and -oon.] A silver coin 
formerly current in Italian and some other European 
states, worth from 5 to 6 shillings sterling. 

1611 Coryat Crudities 285 The greatest [Venetian silver 
coin] is the duckatoone, which containeth eight livers, that 
is, sixe shillings. This piece hath in one side the effigies of 
the Duke of Venice and the Patriarch . . and in the other the 
figure of St. Justina. a 1659 Cleveland Gen. Poems (1677) 
40 What mean the Elders else, those Kirk Dragoons, Made 
up of Ears and Ruffs like Ducatoons ? 1672 Petty Pol. 
Anat. 385 Weighty plate pieces, together with ducatoons, 
making about three quarters of the money now current in 
Ireland. 1704 Royal Proclam, 18 June in Lond. Gaz. No. 
4029/1 Duccatoons of Flanders, Twenty Peny-weight and 
Twenty one Grains, Five Shillings and Six Pence. 1727-51 
Chambers Cycl., Ducatoon, a silver coin, struck chiefly m 
Italy ; particularly at Milan, Venice, Florence, Genoa, Lucca, 
Mantua, and Parma; though there are also Dutch and 
Flemish ducatoons.. There is also a gold ducatoon, struck 
and current chiefly in Holland. 1827 De Quincey Murder 
Wks. 1862 IV. 19 He had possessed himself of a ducatoon. 
Duee, obs. form of Deuce. 
t Ducena*rious, a. Obs. rarer 0 , [f. L. ditce- 
narius , f. duceni two hundred (each).] 

1656 Blount Glossogr., Ducenarious , pertaining to two 
hundred. 

|| Duces tecum (di^’sfz trk*?m). Law. [Latin 
phrase : more fully sub poena duces tecum , 1 Under 
penalty thou shalt bring with thee ’.] A writ 
commanding a person to produce in court specified 
documents or other things which are in his custody, 
and are required as evidence. 

1637 Minsheu Dudor , Duces tecum , is a Writ command- 
ing one to appeare at a day in the Cbauncerie, and to bring 
with him some peece of euidence, or other thing that the 
Court would view. 1658 in Phillips. 1735 Amer. State 
Papers Misc. (1834) I. 682. 

Duch(e, obs. forms of Dutch. 

Duchepers, -peiris, corrupt ff. Douzepers. 
f Du* cilery. Obs. Also 5 donch.-, do well-, 
[app. f. duchd, earlier form of Duchy + -ery, q.v.] 
1. The domain or territory of a duke; = Duchy. 
t a 3400 Morte A rtk. 49 He doubbyd hys knyghtez, Dy vy- 
syde dowcherys and delte in dy verse remmes. c 1475 Rauf 
Coifyear 036 Appeirand air To twa Douchereis. 3494 
Fabyan Chron. vn. 455 Charlis de Bloyes made his clayme 
to that duchery by tytle of his wyfe. 2536 Bellknden 


Cron. Scot. (1821) II. 291 To have the empire of Ingland, 
with the duchery of Normandy. 

2 . A duke’s rule or term of office. 

3387 Trevisa Higden vi. v. (Tollem. MS.), The fourtenthe 
yere of his duchery. Ibid. (Rolls) VII. 119 A ^ere of his 
ducherie. 1494 Fabyan Chron. vr. ccvii. 220 The .vii. yere 
of his dowchery, he went to Iherusalem. 

Duchess (d2rtjes). Forms ; 4-6 ducb.es, 4-7 
duchesse, (5 ducesse, doebesse, duebez, dukes, 

6 dutches, Sc. duiches), 6-9 dutebess, 6- 
duchess. [a, F. duchesse (12th c. in Hatz.-Darm.) 
ad. late or med.L. ducissa , f. dux {due-) ; see Duke. 
The spelling dutchess was usual till c 1810.] 

X. a. The wife or widow of a duke. b. A lady 
holding in her own right a position equal to that 
of duke. 

Grand (f Greaf) Duchess, the wife of a Grand Duke, q.v. 
33. . Gaw. § Gr. Knt. 2465 Arjmrez half suster, J>e duches 
dorter of Tyntagelle. c 1385 Chaucer L. G. W. 2122 
Ariadne , Myn dere herte, Of Athenys duchesse [z/.m ducesse, 
duches]. Ibid. 21:27 Al softely systyr myn, quod she, Now 
be we duchessis bothe I and 3e. 3447 Bokenham Seyntys 
(Roxb.) 345 Aftyr the dochesseofYorkclepyd Isabel, c 3475 
Voc. in Wr.-Wiilcker 792/4 Hec dttxissa, a dukes. 1520 Act 
21 Hen. VIII , c. 13 § 28 Any Chaplaine of any Duchesse, 
Marquesse, Countesse, Yicountesse, or Baronesse. 3633 
Shaks. Hen . VIII, n, iii.38 What thinke you of a Dutchesse t 
Haue you limbs To beare that load of Title? 3701 Act 12 
4-13 Will. Ill , c. 2 § 1 Princess Sophia, Electress and 
Dutchess Dowager of Hannover. 3756-7 tr. KeyslePs Trav * 
(1760) II. 2 The public audiences are given by the great 
dutchess. 3779-83 Johnson L. P. t Pope Wks. IV. 74 To 
display the Dutchess of Marlborough under the name of 
Atossa. 1818 Cruise Digest (ed. 2) I. 344 A court of de- 
missions was held in the names of the duke and duchess. 

2 . transf. f a. Lady (as feminine of lord). Obs . 
1393 Lange? P. PI. C. iii. 33 Ich am hus dere douheter, 

duchesse of heuene. c 1485 Digby Myst. in. 515 A- dere 
dewchesse, my daysyys lee 1 3513 Bradshaw St. Wer- 

burge 1. 2183 A duches of vertue as wliylom was Delbora. 
fig. c 1430 Lydg. Min. Poems 173 (Matz.) Prynce ! re- 
membre.. Howe vertue is of vices a duchesse. 

b. slang \ A woman of imposing demeanour or 
showy appearance. [Cf. F. duckesse.\ 
ax'] 00 B. E. Did. Cant. Crew , Rum-dutckess , a jolly 
handsom Woman. 3773 Goldsm. Stoops to Conq. n, This 
Stammer in my address, .can never permit me to soar above 
the reach of . . one of the Duchesses of Drury-Lane. 1895 
Westm. Gaz. 9 Oct. 8/1 The dissemination of those articles 
of apparel amongst ‘factory ladies' and the elderly ‘duch- 
esses ' of Chevalierland 1 

3 . A size of roofing slate, of 24 by 12 inches. 

3823 P. Nicholson Pr act. Build. 396 Countesses are in 

size the next gradation above ladies ; and Duchesses still 
larger. 1851 Ojfic. Catal. Gt. Exhib. I. 34r From ‘ ladies 5 
(16 inches by 8] to ‘ duchesses ’ (24 by 12), the slates are sold 
per thousand (of 1200 slates). 1883 [see Countess a]. 

4 . attrib. and Comb., as duchess-gentlewoman^ 
regent ; duchess-like adj. 

1824 Miss Mitford Village Ser. 1. (1863) 52 Her beauty 
is duchess-like. 1826 W. E. Andrews Exam. Fox's Cal. 
Prot. Saints 47 The cause for which the priest-knight and 
the duchess-gentlewoman suffered was one and the same. 
1871 Freeman Norm . Conq. IV. xviii. 178 An honourable 
embassy was sent to the Duchess-Regent in Normandy. 

Hence Du’cbesssbip, the rank or personality of 
a duchess ; Dircbessy a., colloq like or of the 
nature of a duchess ; abounding in duchesses. 

1607 Chapman Bussy D’Ambois Plays 1873 II. 29, I would 
haue put that proiect face of his To a more test than did her 
Dutchesship. 1819 Monthly Mag . XLyill. 415 His Prince- 
ship and her Princessship ; his Dukeship and her Duchess- 
ship, may also find a place in his crabbed vocabulary, if he 
prefer it. 3870 Contemp, Rev. X IV. 486 ‘ Lothair ' has been 
called a ‘duchessy’ book. 1887 Sims Mary Jane's Mem, 
49 A handsome nose that made her look duchessy. 

Ducht, pa. t. of Dow vf 
Duchtie, -y. Sc. forms of Doughty. 

Ducky (dzrtji). Forms: 4-5 ducLe, -ee, 4-7 
-ie, (5 dwche, -ie), 5-6 duchye, 6-8 dutchie, 
-y, 6- duchy, [a. OF. ducked, later duchd, fein. 
(12th c. ducheti, ducei in Hatz.-Darm.), and later 
OF. duchd masc. The former represents a L. type 
*ducitdt-em dukeship ; the latter is = Pr. ducat. 
It. ducato , Sp. ducado late L. ducatus territory of 
a duke ; f. L. dux, duc-em leader, Duke.] 

1 . The territory ruled by a duke or duchess. 

3383 Wyclif Nek. v. 18 The seris frutis of my duchie [Vulg. 
annonas ducatus met) I so^te not. 1593 Langl. P. PI. C. 
iv. 245 A kyngdome o}?er duche May nat be sold soJ>ly. 
c 1400 Maundev. (1839) i. 7 He holdeth..of the reme of 
Roussye a gret partie, where-of he hath made a Duchee. 
3568 Grafton Chron. II. 291 The French king should 
| clerely geve unto him all the Duchy of Guyan . And that 
king Edward . . should freely holde and occupie the sayde 
Duchie. 1603 R. Johnson Kingd. <f * Commw. (1603) 105 
The Pope hath the cittie of Rome ..the Dutchie of Spolet. 
1756-7 tr. Keysler’s Trav. (1760) IV. 157 The dutchy of 
Carniola. 3782 Priestley Corrupt. Chr, I. iv. 396 Otho 
. .had erected his duchy into a kingdom. 

b. In Great Britain, applied to the dukedoms of 
Cornwall and Lancaster (the two earliest in 
England) vested in the Royal Family, and having 
certain courts of their own, in which respect they 
differ from ordinary peerage dukedoms. 

3480 Caxton Chron . Eng. ccxxv. 229 Kyng edward made 
of the erledome of cornewayle a duchye. 3553, etc. Duchy 
of Lancashire [see Chancellor 4]. 3645 Sir R. Greenville 
in Clarendon Hist. Reb. ix. § 304 The Revenue of his Dutchy 
of CorawaL 1703 Act 3 Anne Stat. 1. c. 7 § 5 Under the .« 
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seals of the duchy and county palatine of Lancaster. 1895 
Whitaker's Almanack 157 Duchy of Lancaster . . Duchy of 
Cornwall. [With a List of Officers of the two Duchies.] 
c. A district between London and Westminster 


forming the precincts of the Duchy House of 
Lancaster. 

2626 Crt. 4 Times Ckas. 7(2848) 1 . 154 St. Clement’s parish, 
the Strand, the Duchy, with the Savoy, have caused a riot. 

2 . attrib. a. generally, as duchy rights ; duchy- 
peerage, a dukedom, "b. spec. Of or relating to 
the duchies of Cornwall and Lancaster ; as duchy 
land , manor, tenement (one held of the crown in 
either of these duchies); duchy-chamber, the 
court-room at Westminster.of the duchy-court of 
Lancaster, held before the chancellor of the Duchy 
(see Chancellor 4 ), or his deputy, having equit- 
able jurisdiction over lands holden of the Crown 
in right of the duchy ; duchy-house, the official 
London residence of the Chancellor of the Duchy. 

1555 Act 2 4 3 Phil, 4 Mary c. 20 § 5 The Fermes Rentes 
Suytes and services * . aunsweryd and paide in the Court 
of theDuchye Chambre at Westminster. 1607 Duchy court 
[see Chancellor sb. 4]. 1609 Crt. 4 Times fas. 7.(2849) I. 
100 The two chancellors of the exchequer and duchy keep 
residence here in town : of which the last hath been, .driven 
from the duchy house to Lambeth by the plague. 1653 Man- 
love Lead Mines 193 The Dutchie Court (if just cause be) 
May yield relief against those verdicts three. 1659 Rvsk- 
worth’s Hist. Coll , I. 149 (Title of Act 21 Jas. I. c. 25) An 
Act for relief of Patentees, Tenants, and Farmers of Crown- 
Lands and Dutchy-Lands. 1672 Leycester Hist. An tig. 
11. iv, The dutchy office at Gray’s Inne in London. 1705 
Ibid. No. 4x32/4 Exposed to Sale, a Dutchy Tenement., 
being parcel of the Dutchy Manour of Trematon, and part 
of the Ancient Dutchy of Cornwall. 1750 Carte Hist. 
Eng. II. 44s To shew his title to the Dutchy-peerage of 
Bretagne. 1768 Blackstone Comm. 111. vi, The court of 
the duchy chamber of Lancaster is another special jurisdic- 
tion. 1814 Lysons Cornwall vii, The tenants of the 
duchy manors are either free tenants, or conventionary or 
customary tenants. 

t Du’cible, a. Obs. [ad. med.L. dftci bills, f. 
ditcere to lead.] a. That can be led; tractable, 
b. Able to be drawn out; —Ductile i. 

*633 T. Adams Exp. 2 Peter ii. 2 Here is a ducible disposi- 
tion. .that will follow upon the least hint. 1657 Tomlinson 
Renods Disp. 427 Silver is easily ducible and liquescible. 
Buck (d»k), sbA Forms: a. 1 duce, 4 duk, 
5- duck (5 dukke, 6 ducke). 0 . 4-5 doke (5 
dooke, 6 ~ Sc. duke, duk, duik (deuk). 7. 4-5 
douk, 5-6 dowk. [OE. duce (? dike), from u- (or 
u-) grade of : *dikan to Duck, dive : cf. Da. duk-and 
lit. dive-duck (and = duck), Sw. dyk-fdgel lit. dive- 
fowl, diver; and the synonyms under Ducker K 
The phonological history presents some difficulties, esp. 
owing to uncertainty whether the OE. vowel was u or «, 
and the development of the three ME. types : dukke , duk , 
corresp. to mod. duck ; ddke, dook , corresp. to mod. Sc. 
duik (duk) ; donke , dowke. Cf., for the forms. Brook v. 
and Dove ; and see Luick, Untersuch. zur Engl. Laut- 
geschichte (1896) § 388, 553.] 


1 . Primary sense. 

I . A swimming bird of the genus Anas and 
kindred genera of the family Anatidx, of which 
species are found all over the world. 

Without distinctive addition or context, the word is applied 
to the common domestic duck, a domesticated form of the 
wild duck or Mallard (A nas boscas 1. The other species 
(about 125 in number, distributed among some 40 genera) 
are distinguished by adjuncts expressing colour, appearance, 
or habits, as black, brown , crested, dusky, fishing, grey, 
little, long-tailed, noisy, painted, piea , red-headed, 
ringmecked, ruddy, sleepy, swallow-tailed, tufted, velvet, 
whistling, white-faced duck, etc. ; habitat, as channel-, 
creek-, mire-, moss-, mountain-, river-, rock-, sea-, shoal-, 
surf, tree-, wood-duck \ native region, as American, 
English, French, German, Labrador, Norway duck \ or by 
more distinctive words as Canvas-back-, Cuthbert-, Eider-, 
Harlequin-, Herald-, Maiden-, Mandarin*, Muscovy- 
or Musk-, Mussel-, Penguin-, Squam-duck, etc., q.v. in 
their alphabetical places. In its widest technical sense, the 
name includes the gadwalls, garganeys, golden-eyes, pin- 
tails, pochards, scaups, scoters, sheldrakes, shovellers, 
spoonbills, teal, whistlewings, widgeons, and other related 
groups; the geese and goosanders, though Anatidse, are 
not usually called * ducks \ 

a. 967 in Kemble Cod. Dipl, No. 538. III. 18 Andlang 
Osnces pulle Jjaet hit cym]> on ducan sea]?e ; of ducan sea^e 
J^aet hit cym|? on Rischale. 1377 Langl. P. PI. B. xvii. 62 
A-syde he gan hym drawe Dredfully . . as duk [v.r. 5 MSS. 
doke] doth fram J>e faucoun. c 1420 Liber Cocorum 5 Henne- 
ban sede duckys wylle kylle. 1483 Cath. Angl 110/2 A 
Dukke, anas. 1530 Palsgr. 215/2 Ducke a foule, canne. 
Duke of the ryver, camieite. 1564 J. Rastell Confut. 
Jeweir sSerm. 37 b, He is more neerer a ducke then a duke. 
xoxoShaks. Temp. 11. ii. 136 Though thou canst swim like 
a Ducke, thou art made like a Goose. 1699 Dampier Voy. 

II. . n. 69 Whistling Ducks are somewhat less than our 
Common Duck. .In flying, their Wings make a pretty sort 
of loud whistling Noise. 1845 Hirst Poems 162 Brooding 
black-duck Jrom her nest of turf In the tall sedge. 1847 
Carpenter Zool. § 455 The Eiders are the largest of all the 
*>7 ’j r ein *i as w «khty as the average of Geese. 

collective pi. *858 Ld. Malmesbury Mem. Ex-Min. (1884) 
II. 145 It would do for firing into a flock of duck. 

0 . 1362 Langl. P PI. A. v. 58 He schulde..Drmken 
hote with be Doke [So B. v. 75. *393 C. vn. 174 douke] 
and dyne but ones, c 1400 Lanfrcmc’s Cirurg. 58 Hennes, 
goos, and dokis. 14.. Lat. 4 Eng. Voc. in Wr.-Wulcker 
563 Anas, a^ doke. c 1440 Prowp. Parv. 125/2 Dooke, 
byrde (K. doke). anas, 2486 Bk. St. A Ibans D ij b. Tame 
Dookes. Ibid. F yj, Abadelyng of Dokys. 1500-20 Dun- 


700 

bar Fennel t Friar 219 Tiire dayis in duh amang the dukis. 
2549 Compl. Scot . vi. 39 The dukis cryit quaik. 1630756 Sir 
R. Gordon Hist. Earls Sutherland , Duke, draig, widgeon, 
teale. .and all other kinds of wildfowl. [Mod. duik.] 

y, 1393 [see j3.] 1502 Arnolde Chron . (1811) 84 Swannes, 
gies, or dowkes. 

b. spec. The female of this fowl : the male being 
the Drake. 

In the domestic state the females greatly exceed in number, 
hence duck serves at once as the name of the female and of 
the race, drake being a specific term of sex, 

c 1386 Chaucer Millers T. 390 Thanne shal I swymme 
as rayrie . . As dooth the white doke after hire drake. ? c 1475 
Sqr. lowe Degre 320 The tele, the ducke and the drake. 
2523 Fitzherb. Hush. § 146 Take hede how thy hennes, 
duckes, and gees do ley. 2678 Ray Willughby’s Ornith. 
in. iv. § i, 380 Between the Duck and the Drake there is 
this difference, that he hath growing on his Rump certain 
erect feathers, .which she hath not. Mod. A flock of ducks 
swimming behind their drake. 

C. The flesh of this fowl. 

2774 Goldsm. Nat. Hist, (1776) VI. in Plutarch assures 
us, that Cato kept his whole family in health, by feeding 
them with duck whenever they threatened to be out of order. 

d. Antiq. (More fully duck-weight .) A stone 
or clay figure of a duck used as a weight in ancient 
Assyria and Babylonia. 

[2849 La yard Mon. Nineveh Ser. 1. 21 A duck, in baked 
clay, with, .a cuneiform inscription .. The letters may denote 
a numeral.] 2853 — Nineveh 4 B. xxv. 601 note. The actual 
weight of the large ducks in the British Museum being 
480 oz. troy. 

2 . In phrases and proverbial sayings. 

2622 Cotgr. s. v. Apprendre, (An idle, valine, or needlesse 
labour) we say, to teach his grandame to grope ducks. 
a 1656 R. Capkl in Spurgeon Treas.Dav. Ps. ix 18 Money, 
which lying long in the bank, comes home at last with 
a duck in its mouth. 2863 Kingsley Water Bab. 188 
Then he. .turned up his eyes like a duck in thunder. 1880 
J. Payn Confid. Agent III. 161 Look less like a duck in a 
thunderstorm. 1889 L. B. Walford Stiffnecked Genera- 
tion (1891) 321 It had all passed off like water off a duck’s 
back. 1894 Astley 50 Y. of Life I. 22, I always took to 
shooting like a duck to water. [‘Duck’s weather’, ‘fine- 
day for ducks referring to wet weather.] 

II. Transferred uses. 

3. A term of endearment. 

2590 Shaks. Mias. N. v. i. 282 O dainty Ducke : O Deere ! 
2607 Middleton Fam. of Love l iii, And now, sweet duck, 
know I have been for my cousin Gerardine’s will. 1624 
Heywood Captives 1. iii, For see you not too women? 
daynty ducks 1 1840 Dickens Old C. Shop xi, How is he 
now, my duck of diamonds ? 2880 Spurgeon Serm. XXVI. 
46 Her child, .was so much her * duck ’ that he grew up to 
be a goose. 

4. Short for lame duck : see 9 . 

5. Anglo-lnd. slang. A nickname for soldiers of 
the Bombay Presidency. 

1803 Elphinstone in Sir E. Colebrooke Life (1884) I. 53 
(Y. Supp.) They have neither the comforts of a Bengal 
army, nor do they rough it, like the Ducks. 2879 Low 
Afghan War i. 97 The ‘Ducks’ (as the Bombay troops 
are called) enjoy it much. 

6 . A boy’s game, also called duckstone , duckie - 
stone \ also one of the stones used in this game, 
and sometimes a player. 

2822 Blackw. Mag. Aug. 32 (Jam.) The duck is a small 
stone placed on a larger, and attempted to be hit off by the 
players at the distance of a few paces. 1888 Elworthy 
W. Somerset Word-bk., Duck , a game. 1893 Cassells 
Bk. Sports 4 Pastimes 255 The players [at Duckstone] 
then, standing at home, ‘pink for duck , that is, they 
throw their stones towards the block, and he whose stone 
remains farthest from the block is first duck. 

7. Cricket slang. (Short for Duck’s egg). No 
score, nought ; also, a player who fails to score. 

1868 St. Paul’s Mag. in Daily News 24 Aug., You see., 
that his fear of a ‘ duck * — as by a pardonable contraction 
from duck-egg a nought is called in cricket-play — outweighs 
all other earthly considerations. 2880 Daily Tel. 24 Sept., 
Life is very much like cricket: Some get scores and some 
1 a duck *. 2885 Kdin, Daily Rev . 17 Aug. 3/5 The former 
batter proved a duck. 

8 . dial, and slang. (See quots.) 

2873 Slang Diet,, Duck, a bundle of bits of the ' stickings * 
of beef sold for food to the London poor. A faggot. 2876 
Mid, Yorksk. Gloss., Duck , a faggot. 

9. Lame duck : a disabled person or thing : 
spec. (Stock Exchange slang) : one who cannot 
meet his financial engagements ; a defaulter. Also, 
short, duck. 

2761 H. Walpole Lett. H. Mann 28 Dec. (1843) I. 60 
Do you know what a Bull, and a Bear, and a Lame Duck 
are? 2772 Garrick Frol, to Foote’s Maid of B., Change- 
Alley bankrupts waddle out lame ducks] 2806-7 J. Beres- 
ford Miseries Hum. Lifei 2826) xn. xviii, Attendingat the 
Stock-exchange on settling-day amidst the quack of Ducks, 
the bellowings of Bulls, and the growls of Bears. 1832 
Macaulay Mirabeau Misc. i860 II. 95 Frauds of which a 
lame duck on the Stock exchange would be ashamed. 1889 
C. D. Warner Little fount, xvii, Do you think I have 
time to attend to every poor duck ? 

10. Bombay duck - Bummalo. 

i860 Mason Burmah 273 (Y.) A fish nearly related to the 
salmon is dried and exported in large quantities from Bom- 
bay, and has acquired the name of Bombay Ducks. 2879 
F. S. Bridges Round World in 6 Months 214 * Bombay 
Ducks * are always served with curry. These are small 
dried fish of a peculiar flavour, and are quite dry and crisp. 

III. attrib. and Comb. 

11 . a. attrib ., as duck-dance, -gun, - house , - pond , 
-pool, - puddle , -tribe., b. objective and obj. genitive, 
as duck-decoying , -fattener y -fattening, - hunter , 


-hunting, -keeper, - rearer , - rearing . c. similative, 
as duck-foot, - tail ; footed, -hearted, -like, - toed adjs. 

2884 Mag. of Art Feb. 143/2 Indulging in a most ungrace- 
ful Muck-dance. 1886 Athenseum 21 Aug. 230/3 Most 
readers of sporting book shave some idea of Muck-decoying. 
2895 Westm. Gaz. 9 May 3/1 *Duck fatteners have to pay 
highly for sittings of eggs. 1725 De Foe Voy, round World 
(1840) 350 They killed more fowls.. of the Muck-foot kind. 
1813 Col. Hawker Diary <1893' I. 85 1 left my Muck gun 
and went to Whitchurch. 1846 Greener Sc. Gunnery 285 
Never make duck-guns above seven-eights in the bore. 
2699 Damrier Voy. (2729) II. 1. 45 Like so many *Duck- 
houses all wet and dirt. 2730 Index of Ad disods Wks. 
(Tod.) *Duckhunting, what Mr. Bayle compares to it. 1857 
Hughes Tom Brown 11. iii, They had never been duck- 
hunting there since. 2696 Loud. Gaz. No. 3175/4 Mr. 
Webbs, the ^Duck-keeper in St. James’s Park. 1832 T. L. 
Peacock Crotchet Castle 293 To live on a gravelly hill— 
without so much as a Muck-pond within ten miles of him. 
2601 Memorials of St. Giles’s, Durham (Surtees) 29 For 
castinge of the Mooke poole and for dammynge the water 
at giles bridge - xxd. 1893 Sinclair & Henry Swimming 
(Badm. Libr ) 337 Harrow . • Its swimming-pond, named 
the ‘Muck-puddle’, is one of the finest open-air baths in 
England. 

12 . Special comb. : duck-chicken, one hatched 
by a hen ; duck-gravel (see quot.) ; duck-ladder, 
a kind of short ladder ; duck-legged a., having 
unusually short legs : so duck-legs; duck’s -off, the 
game duck or duckstone ; duck-oil, water, mois- 
ture (Halliwell) ; duck-shot, shot of a size suit- 
able for shooting wild ducks; duck-weight ~ 1 d; 
duek-wife,awoman who has charge of ducks. Also 
Duck and drake, Duck-bill, Duck’s bill, egg. 

1678 T. Jones Heart 4 Right Sov % 201 Neither under- 
stood the other no more than ’duck-chickens their hen-dam, 
recalling them from connatural element. 1885 Daily News 
14 July 2/2 *Duck-gravel, a deposit like pumicestone, into 
which the ducks push their bills. Every ducker’s place has 
a lump of this duck-gravel, a coralline stuff, .like little 
oyster shells. 1883 Law Times Rep . XLIX. 139/1 He 
took a shorter ladder (called a Muck ladder) and placed 
this duck ladder against the roof. 2650 Bulwer Anthro- 
pomet. 263 Or, why so long, doe they make men *Duck- 
leg’d ? 1714 tr. Adv. Rivella 45 Conscious of his duck Legs 
and long Coat. 1809 W. Irving Knickerb. (1861) 287 A 
little duck-legged fellow, was equipped in a pair of the 
general’s cast-off breeches. 1888-9 Longm. Mag. XIII. 
516 Another [game] named ‘ Mucks-off ’ consisted m setting 
on a large flat stone a- round stone.. which from a certain 
distance one strove to knock off. 1869 Blackmore Lorna 
D. x, She counted them like a good Muck-wife. 

b. Esp. in names of animals and plants: duck- 
ant, the white ant or termite ; duck-eagle, a 
South African species of eagle; duck-mole, the 
Duck-billed Platypus; duck-mud, Crow-silk; 
duck’s foot, a local name of Lady’s Mantle ; also 
the American May-apple, Podophyllum pelt alum ; 
duck-snipe (Bahamas), the willet, Symphemia 
semipalmata ; duck- wheat = Duck-bill wheat ; 
Also Duck-hawk, -weed, etc. 

1852 Gosse Nat. in Jamaica 283 A fragment of the earthy 
nest of the *Duck-ants ( Terjnites). 2731 Medley Kolben's 
Cape G. Hope II. 136 There is another sort of eagle in the 
Cape countries which the naturalists call Aquila anataria, 
or the *Duck- Eagle. 1875 tr. Schmidt’s Desc. 4 Darw. 
237 The Ornithorhyncus, or Muck -mole of Tasmania. 
2884 Miller Plant -n., *Duck-mud, conferva rivularis and 
other delicate green-spored Algae. 2755 Johnson, * Ducks - 
foot, black snakeroot,or Mayapple. 2611 Cotgr., Bled rouge, 
ordinarie red wheat ; called by Kentishmen, *Duck«wheat. 

Duck, sb.% Also 7 douke. [f. Duck v.] An 
act of ducking. 

1 . A quick plunge, a dip. 

1843 Prescott Mexico (2850) I. 156 note, Two singular 
basins.. not large enough for any monarch bigger than 
Oberon to take a duck in. 18^ 76 World V. No. 113. x8 The 
elder women content themselves with a few ducks as the 
waves break over them. 

2 . An instantaneous lowering of head or body; 

a rapid jerky bow or obeisance. _ 

*554 T. Sampson in Strype Eccl. Mem. III. App. xviii. 46 
The fond nods, crosses, becks, and ducks. 2634 Milton 
Comus 960 Without duck or nod. a 2652 Brome New A cad. 
1. Wks. 1873 II. 19 Be ready with your napkin, and a lower 
douke, maid. 1802 Lamb/. Woodvil n. Wks. 612 The ducks, 
and nods Which weak minds pay to rank. 1879 S. St. John 
Life Sir J. Brooke 268 The ball rushing over our heads, 
caused a most undignified duck. 

Duck, sb. 3 [Known only from 17th c. ; app.^ 
a. 1 7th c. Du. doeck 1 linnen or linnen cloath 
(Hexham 1678) ; = Ger. tuck, Icel. dukr, Sw. dukl\ 

1 . A strong untwilled linen (or later, cotton) 
fabric, lighter and finer than canvas; used for small 
sails and men’s (esp. sailors’) outer clothing. 

In the earlier half of the 19th c. much worn for trousers. 

2640 in Entick London (1766) II. 169 Duck hinderlands, 
middle good headlock. 1660 Act 12 Ckas. II, c. 4 Sched., 
Drilling & pack ducke ye 200 ells cont. 6 score. 2780 1. Jef- 
ferson Lett. Writ. 1893 II. 329 What is to be done for tents, 
I know not. I am assured that very little duck can be got 
in this country. 2835 Marryat Jac. Faithf n, A shirt ot 
coarse duck. 2883 T. Hardy in Longm .. Mag. July 258 
The genuine white smock-frock of Russia duck and tne 
whity-brown one of drabbet, are rarely seen now afield. 

2 . pi. Trousers of this material. 

2825 Universal Songster 305 T’other day I saw a goose m 
white ducks. 2829 Miss Sheridan in Lett. etc. Dk. Som- 
erset (1893), The boys were in white ducks, with lightish 
green jackets. 2849 Thackeray Pendennis xxv, They must 
be young Pendennis’s white ducks. 
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S. attrib. and Comb. 

1745 Genii. Mag. 485 Coopers, duck- weavers, hemp- j 
dressers. 1796 Morse .riwc-r. Geog. I. 403 There is a duck j 
manufactory at Boston. 1849 Thackeray Pendennis xxxvi, | 
In a blue frock-coat and spotless white duck trowsers. 

Duck (dz>k), v. b orms : a. 3 -5 • Sc. 6) duke, 4-6 
douke, 5-6 v. Sc. and north . dial. -9) douk , dowk(e, 

6 i. 5 V. 7-9) dook; d. 6 ducke, (dokk), 6- duck. 
[The ME. forms (*= dz?k), correspond to an OE. 
type *ddcan = MDu., MLG, and LG. dhken (Da. 
duiken ), OHG. tilhhan, MHG. tiichen , G. tauchen , 
a W Ger. strong vb. of 2nd ablaut series (with il 
instead of eu, iu in pres. s'em). This form is still 
preserved in Sc. douk, dook (d«k) ; but about the 
middle of the 16th c., it was shortened in Eng. 
to duck, prob. by assimilation to Duok sb? Cf, 
however MHG. and Ger. ducken (MHG. also 
tuckm, tiickoi) to cluck, dive, etc. i—*dukjan ; also 
Sw. dvka to duck, dive.] 

I. intr. To plunge or dive, or suddenly go 
down under water, and emerge again ; to dip the 
head rapidly under water. 

c 1340 Cursor M. 23203 (T'rin.) He hat douke}? ones }>er 
doun. a 1400-50 Alexander 4090 It was.. bred full.. Of 
dragons . .& doukand neddirs.^ 1481 Caxton Reynard k Arb.) 
do They conne wel also duke in the water after lapwynches 
and dokys. 1552 Huloet, Ducke vnder the water, vide 
in dyue. 1581 Marbeck Bk. of Notes 182 The outward 
sacrament of dipping or ducking in the water. _ 1652-62 
Heylin Cosmogr. tv (16821 7 Though to avoid their Darts) 
he sometimes ducked, yet held he still his left hand above 
the water. 1855 Robinson Whitby Gloss. y To Douk , to 
bathe or plunge under water, to duck. 1890 Spectator 
9 Aug. 167/2 It [a torpedo] will be able ‘to duck* under 
the defensive nettings carried by men-of-war. Mod. Sc. To 
dook for apples at Hallowe’en. 

b. To make a sudden descent or dive, not under 
water. 

1513 Douglas VRneis v. xui. 126 Quhill all the wallis 
doukis to the ground, Wndir the braing quhelis and asiltre. 
a 1851 Moir Poems, Snow it, Behold the trees Their fingery 
boughs stretch out .As they duck and drive about. 1870 
Dickens A 1 . Drood iii, Receiving the foul fiend, when he 
ducks from its stage into the infernal regions. 

2 . To bend or stoop quickly so as to lower the 
body or head ; to bob ; to make a jerking bow ; 
hence, fig. to cringe, yield ; so, to duck under. 

1530 Palkgr. 526/1, I dowke, I stowpe lowe as a frere doth. 
1535 Coverdale Ecclus. xix. 24 A wicked man can behaue 
himself humbly, and can douke with his heade. 1530 
Surrender of Monasteries in Rymer Fcedera (1710) XIV. 
611 Dokkyng, Nodding and Beckynge. 1599 Nashe Len- 
ten Stuffe (1871) 89 Douking on all four unto him. 1630 
Lennard tr. Charron's Wisd. (1658) 73 To duck and stoop 
to all sorts of people. X713 Pope Guardian No. 92 r 5 
He never once ducked at the whiz of a cannon-ball. 1869 
Browning Ring$ Bk vm. 1407 Law ducks to Gospel here. 
1872 Gko. Eliot Middlem. (1878) I. hi. 352 Eat cold mutton, 
have to. .duck under in any sort of a way. 1887 Besant The 
World went v. 42 [I] was comforted to see the men at 
the guns, none of them killed, and none of them ducking. 

II. tram. 3 . To plunge (a person or thing) 
momentarily in, into , or under water or other liquid. 

a 1300 Cursor M. 23203 He that es duked ans dun. c 1450 
Henrvson Mar. Fab. 27 In the water either twyse or 
thryse Hee dowked him. 1553 Note in Hakluyt Voy . (1589) 
266 Ducked at yardes arme, and so discharged. 1582-8 
Hist. James VI. {1804} 105 They were dukit in a deepe 
Ioche, ouer the head thrie seueral tymes. 1598 Stow Surv . 
xi. (1603! 95 Ouerthrowne, and well dowked. 1631 Ruther- 
ford Lett. (1862) I. 78 Howbeit, ye may be ducked, but ye 
cannot drown. 1751 in Hone Every-day Bk. I. 1045 A man 
and woman are to be publicly ducked at Tring. 1785 
Burns Jolty Begg., 4th Recit., And had in mome a well 
been dooked. 1790 A. Wilson To E. Picken Poet. Wks. 
(1846) 109 While I can douk in ink a quill. 1820 Scott 
Abbot ii, I say, duck her in the loch, and then we will 
see whether she is witch or not. 

4 . To lower (the head, etc.) suddenly and mo* 
mentarily ; to jerk down. 

1598 E. Gilpin Skial. (1878) 57 But bring them to the 
charge, then .. Though but a false fire, they theyr plumes 
will duck. 1617 Markham Caval. n. 81 If. .he haue taken 
a custome to duck downe his head, when he standeth still. 
4727 Swift To Delany 3 When, .first he hears The bullets 
whistling round his ears, Will duck his head. 1884 Gil- 
mour Mongols 240 W e » . ducked our heads, and hurried into 
, the tent, / 

5 . Duck up (JVaut.) : To raise with a jerk, haul 
up (a sail that obstructs the steersman’s view). 

1706 Phillips s.v., ‘ Duck up the Clew-lines of those Sails 
Buck, obs. form of Duke, Tuck. 

Duck and drake, [from the motion of the 
stone over the watery surface.] 

1 . A pastime consisting in throwing a flat stone 
or the like over the surface of water so as to cause 
it to rebound or skip as many times as possible 
before sinking. Chiefly in phr., to make a duck and 
drake, to play (at) duck and drake. (Often in pi.) 
1583 J. Higins tv. f units' Nomenclator (N.), A kind of sport 
or play with an oister shell or stone throwne into the water, 
and making circles yer it sinke, etc. It is called a ducke 
and a drake, and a halfe-penie cake, c 1626 Dick of Devon. 
i. ii. in Bullen O. Pl. II. 14 The poorest ship-boy Might on 
the Thames make duckes and drakes with pieces Of eight 
fetchd out of S payne. 1730 Swtft Vind. Carteret Wks. 
1755 V. 11. 188 Scipio and Lelius . .often played at duck and 
drake with smooth stones on a river. 1829 Nat. Philos., 
Hydrostatics i. 2 (U. K. S.) The common play of making 
ducks and drakes, that is, throwing a flat stone in a 


direction nearly horizontal against a surface of water, and 
thus making it rebound, proves the water to be elastic. 2842 
P. Parley's Ann. III. 15 A shot made a duck-and-drake in 
the water. 

b. attrib ., as duck-and drake fashion, sort. 

1858 A. W. Drayson Sport. S. Africa 304 Sometimes with 
a duck and drake sort of progression they [fish] skipped 
along over the top of the pool. 1893 Boy's Own Paper Jan. 
183/2 A cannon ball . . came Skipping at a long range over 
the water 1 duck and drake ’ fashion. 

2 . fig. In phrases : To make ducks and drakes of 
or with , to play ( at ) duck and drake with : to 
throw away idly or carelessly; to play idly with ; j 
to handle or use recklessly ; to squander. 

c x6oo Timon v. v, I will make duckes and drakes with this 
my golde. .Before your fingers touch a piece thereof. 1768- 
74 Tucker Lt. Nat. 1852) II. 164 A miser has it in his 
power to make ducks and drakes of his guineas. ^ x8xo 
Wellington in Gurw. Deep. VIL 32 His Majesty’s 
Government never intended to give over the British army 
to the Governors of this Kingdom to make ducks and 
drakes with. 1872 Tennyson Last Tournament 344 Ye ., 
grew So witty that ye play’d at ducks and drakes. With 
Arthur’s vows. 1883 Stevenson Treas. 1 st. 1. vi, Finding 
the money to play duck and drake with ever after, 
b. Idle play, reckless squandering. 

16x4 J. Cooke Tu Quoqne in Hazl. Dodsley XI. 2x2 This 
royal Caesar doth regard no cash; Has thrown away as 
much in ducks and drakes As would have bought some 
50,000 capons, a 1678 Marvell Poems , Char. Holland , 
Nature. . Would throw their land away at duck and drake. 

Hence Duck-and-drake v. trans., to make 
‘ducks and drakes’ of; to throw away idly. 

1700-32 Gentl. Instructed 18 (D.^ I would neither fawn on 
money for rnonej r ’s sake, nor duck and drake it away for a 
frolick. Ibid. 116 Is it then no harm., like children, [to] 
duck and drake away a treasure able to buy Paradise ? 

Buekat, duckatoon, obs. ff. Ducat, etc. 

Du ck-bill, sb. [f. Duck sb. + Bill «?£.'-] 

a. Red wheat ; more fully duck-bill wheat. 

1556 Withals Diet. (1568) 2oa/x Ador, is also an other 
kinde of wheate. .whicne we doo nowe call duckbill. 1597 
Gerarde Herbal 1. xl. § 5. 60 Red Wheate is called in Kent 
Duckbill Wheate. c 1680 Enquiries 2/2 Wheat - Square 
gray with ailes, otherwise called Dunovex , Duck-bill Wheat, 
and Duke wheat. 1832 Veg. Subst.Foodye The cultivation 
of .. Duck-Bill, or Conical- Wheat — Triticum turgidum— has 
been attempted in England. 

b. The broad-toed shoe worn in the 15th c. 

1834 Planch6 Brit. Costume 202 When men became tired 

of these pointed shoes . . they adopted others in their stead 
denominated duck-bills. 

c. =•■ Duck-billed platypus ; see below. 

1840 Penny Cycl. XVII. 28/1 Ornithorkynchus , Blumen- 
baen’s name for that extraordinary quadrupedal form, The 
Duckbill or Duckbilled Platypus. 1850 J . B. Clutterbuck 
Port Philip iii. 42 Platypus , water-mole or duckbill. 

d. Duck-bill speculum , a speculum, flattened 
like a duck’s bill. 

1879 J. M. Duncan Lect. Dis. Women ix. (1889) 55 The 
duck-bill speculum is the best. 1882 Quain's Diet. Med. 
1778 Another form of speculum much used of late years . . is 
the ‘duck-bill’ speculum. 

Hence Duck-billed a ., having a bill like a duck. 
Duck-billed platypus, the Ornithorkynchus of 
Australia, a monotrematous mammal having a 
horny beak resembling the bill of a duck ; duck- 
billed cat, the paddle-fish ( Polyodon spatula ) ; 
duck-billed speculum : see Duck-bill d. 

1822-34 Good Study Med. (ed. 4) III. 13 The platypus or 
ornithorhynchus as he [Blumenbach] calls it, that most extra- 
ordinary duck-billed quadruped which has lately been dis- 
covered in Australasia. 1847 Carpenter Zool. § 317 The 
Ornithorhyncus or Duck-billed Platypus, the Water Mole 
of the Colonist. 1859 Cornwallis New World I. 35 Know 
ye the land contrariety sways. .Where black swans . . With 
water-rats, duck-billed, come forth to the day? 

Buekcoy, obs. form of Decoy. 

1634 W. Wood New Eng. Prosp. (1865) 47 There be con- 
venient ponds for the planting of Duckcoyes. 

Dticker 1 (dzrksi). Forms: 5 dokare, 5-6 
dowker, 6 douker, Sc. dowcare, 7 doucker, 9 
Sc. dooker, J- ducker. [f. Duck v. +-ekV In 
sense 2 it corresponds to MDu, and MLG. dfiker, 
Du. duiker, Ger. taucher diver (bird).] One who 
or that which ducks or dives. 

1 . A person who ducks or dives under water; 
a diver. In mod. Sc., douker , dooker , a bother. 

X483 Cath. Angl. 105/1 A Dowker, emergator. 1508 
Kennedy Flytingw . Dunbar 379 Thou sailit to get a dow- 
care, for to dreg it. 1613 Purchas Pilgrimage V. xii. 431 
Fished for by duckers, that dive into the water. 1893 Scott. 
Leader 29 Dec. 7 Glasgow Morning Dookers Holiday Races. 

2 . A diving bird : applied to the Colymbidse or 
Divers generally ; also spec . the little grebe or dab- 
chick. b. A local name of the Water Ouzel. 

c 1475 Piet . Voc. in Wr.-Wulcker 762 Hie mergulus , a 
dokare. 1565-73 Cooper Thesaurus , Collimbris. .the birde 
called a Douker, or Didapper. 1691 Ray Creation 147 
Some sorts of Colymbi or Douckers. 5694 Acc. Sev. Late 
Voy. Introd. (1711) ix Divers Duckers, and other Sea Birds. 
1805 Forsyth Beauties Scot l. II. 380 [Amongst] the sea- 
fowls are . .scarfs or black duckers. 1837 Macgillivray 
Hist. Brit. Birds 1 1 . 50 Cinclus Europxus . . Dipper, Ducker. 

1859 A. Smith in Macm. Mag. I. 122 Gulls of ail kinds are 
there, dookers and divers of every description. 

f 3 . A fighting-cock that ducks its head. Obs. 
x688 R. Holme Armoury 11, 252/x A Ducker, or Doucker, 
is such a kind of Cock as in his Fighting will run about the 
Clod almost at every blow he gives. 
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4 . * A cringer ’ (J.). 

•ff Meaning uncertain : Todd inserts it under 4 ; 
others would explain as =* duck- hunter. 

x6xx Beaum. & Fl. Phil aster v.iv. (1620) 60 My dainty 
duckers, vp with your three-pil’d spirits. 

Ducker 2 . [f. Duck sb. 1 -p-er L] 

1 , One who breeds or rears ducks. 

1885 Daily News 14 July 2/2 Often the eggs are sold to a 
* ducker 1889 Pall Mall G. 14 May 3 /x Ducks are. .dirty 
creatures, and if ‘cleanliness be next to godliness* the 
Aylesbury duckers are a long way removed. , 

2 . A ducking*gun. 

1896 Month Mar. 390 He warned us in the most terrible 
manner not to get near his heavy ducker in the bows. 

Btrckery. P- Duck $b\ -*- -ery.] A place 
where ducks are reared, 

1745 tr. Columella's Hush. vm. xv, In the middle of this 
duckery a lake is digged. X79X S. Rogers Diary in Early 
Life (1887), Saw the dauphin’s garden and duckety. 
Bucket, obs. form of Ducat. 

Duck-hawk. [f. Duck sbf + Hawk.] 

1 . A common English name of the marsh harrier 
or moor-buzzard ( Circus xruginosus). 

18x2 Note in Pennant's Zool. I. 237 In some places it [the 
Moor Buzzard] is called duck hawk. 1876 T. Hardy Ethel- 
berta (1890) 7 Another large bird, which a countryman 
would have pronounced to be one of the biggest duck-hawks 
that he had ever beheld. 

2 . U.S. Applied to the American variety of the 
peregrine falcon (Falco peregrinus var. anaium 1. 

1884 Roe Nat . Ser. Story iv, Our duck or great-footed 
hawk is almost identical with the . . peregrine falcon of 
Europe .. It measures about forty-five inches in the stretch 
of its wings, and its prevailing color is of a dark blue. 

Buekhood : see -hood. 

Buckie, Buckey : see Ducky. 

Ducking (dtf'kig), vbl. sb\ [f. Duck v. + 
-UfG l.j a. Immersion in water. 

1581 [see Duck v. x], x6z6 Capt. Smith Accid. Yng. Sea- 
men 4 Ducking at Yards arme, hawling ynder the Keele. 
1628 Digby Voy. Medit. (1868) 60, I punished by ducking 
and other wayes a dozen . . men. 1727-51 Chambers Cycl, s.v. 
Ducking , There is also a kind of dry ducking, wherein the 
patient is only suspended by a rope, a few yards above the 
surface of the water. 1771 Franklin Autobiog. Wks. 1840 
I. 30 His ducking sobered him a little. x886 KUSKiNiVar- 
terita I. 378 He ran no risk but of a sound ducking, being 
.. a strong swimmer. 

b. Prompt bowing or bending of the head or 
body. 

1539 T. Chapman in Ckron. Gr. Friars (Camden) p. xv, 
Dome ceremonyes. .dokynges, nodyngs, and bekynges. 1641 
Sanderson Serin. II. 6 What are all our crossings, and 
kneelings, and duckings ? 1880 Miss Brad don fust as lam 
xxi, There was much . . ducking of heads in the doorway. 

Du* eking, vbl. sb? [f. Duck jAI] The catch- 
ing or shooting of wild ducks. Also attrib ., as 
ducking-punt ; ducking-gun, a fowling-piece 
carrying a heavy charge a long way, so as to kill 
a large number of ducks in a flock at one shot. 

1577 E. Hogan in Hakluyt Voy. (1589) 159 His pastime in 
ducking with water Spaniels. 1598 B. Jonson Ev. Man in 
Hum. x. i. Keep company with none but the archers of 
Finsbury, or the citizens that come a ducking to Islington 
ponds ! a 1640 Day Peregr. Schot. (x88i) 77 Their wiues 
drew them., into the feilds a ducking with there water 
spaniells in somer. 1823 J. F. Cooper Pioneer xxii, The 
French ducking gun. 1880 N. H. Bishop 4 Months in 
Sneak box 7 He constructed a new ducking-punt with a low 
pad die- wheel, at its stern. 

Bucking K = Duck sb? 

1822 T. Mitchell Aristoph. II. 238 Add pillow-case^ 
sheeting, and ducking. 

Bu’cMng, ppl . ct. [f. Duck v. + -ing 2 .j That 
ducks, dives into water or bows the head. 

a 1400-50 [see Duck v. x]. 1530 Tindalb Prod. Prel. 

K iv, A douckynge hypocrite. 1770 Armstrong Imitations 
88 The Cyclades appear’d Like ducking cormorants. 

Duxking-pond. [f. Ducking vbl. sbf and 2 .] 
a. A pond on which ducks may be hunted or 
shot. b. A pond for the ducking of offenders. 
(The senses cannot always be discriminated.) 

1607 Middleton Fam. of Love iv. i, You may take your 
spaniel and spend some hours at the ducking-pond. 1625 
Sess. Bk. Middlesex in JIrnl. Chester Archsol. Soc. O&Ci) 
VI. 224 The inhabitants of the parishe of St. James, Clerk* 
enwell, shall erect and place a Cocqueane-Stoole on the side 
of the ducking ponde. 1634 W.Wood New Eng. Prosp. (1865) 
33 No ducking ponds can affoard more delight than a lame 
Cormorant, and two or three lusty Dogges, 1664 Pepys 
Diary 27 M ar. 1765 Universal Mag. XXXVI I. 54/1 The 
ducking-pond in Whitechapel. 1870 Observer X3 Nov., Ball’s 
Pond, Islington, takes its name from the Ducking Pond, 
which belonged to a person named Ball, who kept a tavern 
there in the reign of Charles II. 

Bu cking-Stool. A sort of chair at the end 
of an oscillating plank, in which disorderly women, 
scolds, or dishonest tradesmen, were tied and ducked 
or plunged in water, as a punishment. See Cucking- 
stool. So Ducking tumbrel, a ducking-stool 
provided with wheels. 

*597 Ipswich Chamberlain's Bk. in Clarke Ipswich (1830) 
5209 To porters for taking down the ‘ Ducking Stole \ X635 
Records of Gravesend in frnl. Chester Archgeol. Soc . fi86x) 
VI. 225 For two wheeles and Yeekes for the Ducking-Stool, 
x68S R. Holme Armoury ui. viii. 351 A Cuck-stool, or a 
Ducking Tumbrel. 17x2 Arbuthnot John Bull 1. xii. 
Once for ail, Mrs. Mynx , . remember, I say, that there are 
pillories and ducking-stools. 1777 Howard Prisons Eng. 
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(1780) 84 The bakers at Vienna are punished for frauds by 
the severity and disgrace of the ducking-stool. 1780 B. 
West Mi sc. Poems in Andrews Old Time Punishm. (1890) 
13 There stands, my friend, in yonder pool, An engine called 
the ducking-stool. 1831 Gentl. Mag. Jan. 43/1 In an apart- 
ment of the Custom-house at Ipswich, is an original duck- 
ing-stool. 1853 Wharton Pa. Digest § 455 The punishment 
of the ducking stool cannot be inflicted in Pennsylvania. 

Dn/ckling., [f- Duck sb. L + - ling, dim. suffix.] 
A young duck. 

Ugly duckling* the cygnet, in one of Hans Andersen's 
tales, hatched with a brood of ducklings, and despised for its 
clumsiness until it grew into a swan. Hence the unpromis- 
ing child in a family who turns out the most brilliant of all. 

c 1440 Promp, Parv. 125/2 Dookelynge \P. birde), ana- 
tinus. c 153a Dewes Introd. Fr. in Palsgr. 912 The duck- 
lyns, les dnneions. 1601 Holland Pliny I. 299 It is sport 
alone to see the manerof an hen that hath sitten vpon ducks 
egs. .how at the first she will wonder to haue a teem of 
ducklings about her. c 1709 Prior Widow § Cat 14 Nor 
chick, nor duckling, 'scapes, when Grim Invites the fox to 
dinner. 1869 Dulcken tr. Andersen's Little Match Girl 
45, Cgly Duckling , I never dreamed of so much happiness 
when I was still the ugly Duckling ! 1883 J. H. Ingram 

in Harper's Mag. July 226/2 The mother's fears about her 
ugly duckling ’..took another turn. 

, t b. A term of endearment. Obs. 

1629 Massinger Picture ix. i, Thy dear, thy dainty duck- 
ling, bold Mathias. 1716 Addison Drummer (T.), But hark 
you, duckling ; be sure you do not tell him that I am let 
into the secret. 

Hence Bu*clclingsMp, the state of a duckling. 
1830 Fraser 3 s Mag. I. 740 Ducks, whether .. full grown, 
or in the tender state of ducklingship. 

Duekoy, obs. form of Decoy. 

Duck’s bill. The bill of a duck. Applied 

а. to certain instruments of this shape, chiefly in 
surgery. Also attrib. 

1601 Manningham Diary Feb. (Camden) 23 They grope 
for the stone [in the bladder] with an other toole which 
they call a duckes hill. 1676 Wiseman Chirurg. Treat . 
314, I took hold of it with a Forceps Ducks bills, 1794 
Figging Seamanship I. 4 Cleats . . the thin end is shaped 
with a duck's bill. Ibid. 28 The lower ends are . . thinned 
with a duck's-bill shape. 

b. Printing. A tongue cut in a piece of stout 
paper and pasted on at the bottom of the tympan 
sheet. 

e. Comb. t as duckVbill bit, a form of bit for 
use in a brace in wood-boring ; duck’s -bill lim- 
pet, a limpet of the genus Parmophorus. 

Duck’s egg. Also duck egg. The egg of a 
duck ; hence, d. in Cricket , the zero or ‘ 0 * placed 
against a batsman’s name in the scoring sheet when 
he fails to score; no runs; hence, generally in 
school-boy slang, * nought 
1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. xix. Ixxxiv. (1495) 914 
Buckys egges ben more thanne hennes egges. 1601 [see 
Duckling]. 1863 Reade Very Hard Cash vii, Now you 
and I, at Lord's the other day . .achieved . . the British duck’s- 
e^g. 2868 [see Duck rA 1 7]. a 88s Standard 8 July 6/1 

Their captain was out for the dreaded * duck’s egg . 

c. The colour of the egg of a duck ; used attrib. 

1876 T. Hardy Ethelbcrta (1890) 1x5 A general flat tint of 

duck's-egg green. 2893 Collingwood Life Ruskin II. 190 
The walls, painted * duck egg ’, are hung with old pictures. 

Duck’s meat, duckmeat. = Duckweed. 

1538 Turner Libellus, Duckes meat. Lens Palustris. 
x 6 ot Holland Pliny II. 14a There is a kind of marish or 
snoory Lentils (called Ducks meat) growing of it selfe in 
standing waters. 1766 J. Bartram Jrnl. 7 Jan. 27 Having 
most of its surface covered with duck -meat. 1842 S. Lover 
Handy Andy iii. There was Andy .. floundering in rank 
weeds and duck’s meat. 

b. Jig. As an epithet of contempt. 

1599 Massinger, etc. Old Law m. ii. Here’s your first 
weapon, duck’s meat ! 

Duxkweed. The common name for plants of 
the genus Lemna , which float on still water, so 
as to cover the surface like a green carpet. 

c 1440 Promt. Parv. 125/2 Dockewede, padella (P. parctr 
dilld ). 2591 Percivall Sp. Diet., Lenteja de agua, duck 
weede, Lens palustris. 2626 Bacon Sylva § 567 The Water 
also doth send forth Plants, that have no Roots fixed in 
the Bottome . . Such is that we call Duck-Weed. 2745 
Genii. Mag. 418 Go to a ditch where there is a quantity of 
duckweed. 1840 Hood Up the Rhine 35 Stagnant ditches 
and pbnds covered with duckweed. 

Comb. 1895 K. Grahame Gold. Age no He had rendered up 
his duckweed-bedabbled person into the hands of an aunt. 
Hence Du’ckweedy <z., full of duckweed. 

2883 Harper's Mag. Mar. 530/2 The little green duck- 
weedy moat. 

Ducky (dtrki). [f. Duck jtM + -y, dim. suffix.] 

1 . A woman’s breast. Obs. 
at 536 Hen. VIII Let. to A. Boleyn in Select.fr. Hart. 
Misc. (1793) 147 Whose pritty duckys I trust shortly to 
kysse. 2847-78 Halliwell, Ducky (North.). 

2 . A term of endearment. 

2829 Metropolis III. 252 The extravaganza of * My heart’s 
core, - my dearest love— lovey, dovey, or odious duckey 
Ducquoy, obs. form of Decoy. 

Duct (d»kt). [ad. L. duct-us leading, conduct, 
command, in med.L. aqueduct, n. of action f. 
ducere to lead, conduct, draw ; in mod.L. in sense 

б. The L. form was formerly in Eng. use.] 

tk The action of leading; lead, guidance. Obs. 
#1660 Hammond (J.), To obey our fate, to follow the duct 
of the stars. 2684 tr. Bonds Merc. Compit. vl 216 The 
Physician . . is bound to follow N ature’s duct. 


f 2 . Course, direction, trend. Obs. 

2650 Bulwer A nthropomet. 48 The other the ductus or 
course of the hair turns away. 2662 Glanvill Lux Orient. 
146 (T.) According to the duct of this hypothesis. 2722 
Blair in Phil. Trans. XXVII. 435 Observing, .the Duct 
of its Fibres. 1718 J. Chamberlayne Relig. Philos. I. ix. 
§ 8 Remarks upon each Duct, or Course, of these Nerves. 

f 3 . A passage, etc. leading in any direction. Obs. 

2670 E. Brown in Phil. Trans. V. 1101 The ductus’s or 
veins of Metals, do. .some-times run North and South . a 1711 
Ken Anodynes Poet. Wks. 1721 III. 431, 1 then meet 
labyrinthal Ducts, Turnings and Windings, dark Retreats. 

f 4 . A stroke drawn or traced, or the maimer of 
tracing it ( cf. L. ductus litterarum ). Obs. 

1699 N, Marsh in Lett. Lit. Men (Camden) 297^ Using., 
a magnifying glass for discovering the more diminutive 
lines, ductuses, and appendages to the Letters. 1760 
Swinton in Phil, Trans. LI. 857 1 ’he ducts of the letters 
are drawn with so much accuracy, that they may be in- 
tirely depended upon. 2796 Pegge Anonym. (1809) 278 
The ducts of the letters will sufficiently justify this reading. 

5 . A conduit, channel, or tube, for the convey- 
ance of water or other liquid. 

2713 Pope Guardian No. 173 1 7 The two fountains., 
were brought by conduits or ducts. 1776 Act 16 Geo. ill ', 
c. 56 (T.) For making and perfecting any channel, course, 
main cut, or duct, through any of the grounds. 1809 A. 
Henry Trav. 69 The [sugar-maple] trees were . . tapped, 
and spouts or ducts introduced into the wound. 1880 
Print, Trades Jrtil. No. 31. 10 For letterpress it has two 
ink ducts. 

6. a. Phys. A tube or canal in the animal body, 
by which the bodily fluids are conveyed. Formerly 
nsed in a wide sense, so as to include the blood- 
vessels and alimentary canal, but now applied 
more strictly to the vessels conveying the chyle, 
lymph, and secretions. 

These have names expressing their position or character, 
or in some cases the name of their discoverer, as biliary , 
choledoch , cystic , efferent , genito-ur inary , hepatic, lacti- 
ferous , lymphatic , nasal, pancreatic, parotid, thoracic duct. 
(See these words.) Also ducts of Bellini , the excretory 
tubes of the kidneys; duct of Bartholin, ducts of Rivinus, 
certain ducts of the sublingual gland ; Stem's duct, that of 
the parotid gland, which conveys saliva into the mouth; 
Wharton's duct, that of the submaxillary gland, also 
conveying saliva ; duct of Wirsung , the principal pan- 
creatic duct ; Wolffian . duct, the excretory duct of the 
Wolffian body or primitive kidney. 

1667 Phil. Trans. II. 579 There being peculiar ductus’s, 
by which the bloud passeth into the Aorta. 2692 Bentley 
Boyle Led. xoq All the various ducts and ventricles of the 
body. 2742 Monro Anat. <ed. 3) 134 S tends Duct may be 
traced some Way on the Side of these Passages next the 
Nose. 1748 Hartley Observ. Man 1. ii. 151 The whole 
alimentary Duct, quite down to the Anus. 1767 Gooch 
Treat. Wounds I. 327 marg„ The treatment of wounds 
of the saliva! ducts. 2837-9 Hallam Hist. Lit. (1847) 
III. 219 Eustachius had observed the thoracic duct m 
a horse. 1845-6 G. E. Day tr. Simon's Anim. Chem. I. 
210 The capillary system surrounding the biliary ducts. 
2872 Huxley Phys. v. 231 The neck by which a gland 
communicates with the free surface is called its duct. 

b. Pot. One of the vessels of the vascular tissue 
of* plants, formed by a row of cells of which the 
partitions have been obliterated, and containing 
air, water, or some secretion ; spec, the narrow 
tubular continuous cells surrounding the broad 
cells or utricles in the leaves of Sphagnum. 

2858 Carpenter Veg. Phys. § 40 The midrib and veins. . 
consist of three kinds of structure ; — ducts or canals, which 
are supposed to transmit fluid. 1866 Treas. Bot. I. 433/1 
Duds , tubular vessels marked by transverse lines or dots. 

J Ducta-rious, a. Obs. [f. L. duddrius of or 
for drawing, f. duct- : see prec. and -arious.] 

1656 Blount Glossogr., Duciarious, that draweth, leadeth, 
or guideth. 

t Du*ctate. Obs. [Cf. Duction and -ate 1 .] 
The product of two quantities multiplied together. 

1620 W. Folkingham Art of Survey n. viii. 61 From the 
medietie of the sides vnited, subduct each side seuerally ; 
eradicate the ductat of the said medietie and remainders. 

BirctiMe, a. Now 7 'are. [a. obs. F. ductible , 
ad. L. type *ductibilis, f. duct- ppl. stem of ducere 
to lead, draw : see -ble.] = Ductile. 

2413 Pilgr. Sowle (Caxton 1483) iv. xxx. 77 The hede 
oweth rightwysly to be of gold, shewyng hymself tough 
and ductyble. 2623 Cocker am, Ductible, easie to be per- 
swaded, or drawne. 2660 W. Seckhr Nonsuch Prof. 22 
The purest gold is the most ductible. a 1704 T. Brown 
2 Oxford Schol. Wks. 1730 I. 12 If any should prove more 
intractable or less ductible than others. 1847 Lewes Hist. 
Philos. (1867) II. 449 We must,. know from experience that 
gold is ductible before we can predicate ductility of gold. 

Hence Ductibi’lity, ductility, pliableness. 

2789 Cowper Lett. 16 June, Durability of temper. 

Ductile (dzrktilj -ail), a. Also 7 -ii. [a. F. 
auctile (13-14111 c. in Ratz.-Darm.), ad.L. ductil- 
is that may be led or drawn, f. ducere to lead.] 

1 . Of metal : a. That may be hammered out thin ; 
malleable ; flexible, pliable, not brittle. Still fre- 
quent in literary use : for technical use, see b. 

a 1340 Hampole Psalter xcvii. 6 Syngis til oure God , . in 
trumpys ductils IVulg. in tubis dudilibus]. 1567 Maplet 
Gr. Forest 10 It [gold] is more ductile and easie to be 
brought to what poynt you will then any of the other. 
s6ox Holland Pliny II. 505 The other sort of copper., 
yeeldeth to the hammer and will be drawne out, whereupon 
some there be who call it Ductile, i, battable. 2676 Hobbes 
Iliad (1677) 290 Pieces for his legs of ductile tin. 2869 
Mrs. Somerville Molec. Sc. 1. i. 4 Calcium is a bright 


ductile metal of a bronze colour. 1870 Bryant Iliad II 
xvm. 229 Greaves of ductile tin. ' 

b. Capable, of being drawn out into wire or 
thread, tough. (The current technical use.) 

2626 Bacon Sylva § 845 All Bodies Ductile (as Metals 
that will be drawne into Wire). 1796 Pearson in Phil 
Trans. LXXXVI. 430 The best English copper is accounted 
less tough and ductile than Swedish copper. *826 Hfnry 
Elem. Chem. I. 470 All the metals, that have been de 
scribed as malleable, (with the exception, perhaps of 
nickel) are also ductile, or may be formed into wire. 187ft 
Emerson Misc., Parnassus Wks. (Bohn) III. 359 A firm 
ductile thread of gold. 

2 . Of matter generally : Flexible, pliant ; capable 
of being moulded or shaped ; plastic, 

2659 H. More Immort . Soul (1662) 175 The moist and 
ductil matter in the Womb. 1677 Hale Prim. Or ig, Man. 
iv. ii. 303 The Waters were ..a more ductile, and possibly 
a more fertii Body than the Earth. 1725 Pope Odyss. 
xn. 208 The ductile wax with busy hands 1 mold. 2735 
Somerville Chase iv. 162 Potters form Their soft and 
ducrile Clay to various Shapes. 1869 Phillips Vesuv. viii. 
209 The level interior is full of ductile sulphur, 
b. Jig. Of things immaterial. 

1684 T. Burnet Th. Earth 1. 187 The first principles of 
life must be tender and ductile, that they may yield to all 
the motions and gentle touches of nature. 1788 Reid 
Aristotle’s Log. iv. § 3, 77 To show of what ductile 
materials syllogisms are made. 2842 H. Rogers Introd. 
Burke’s Wks. 46 There never was a man under whose 
hands language was more plastic and ductile. 1864 Burton 
Scot Abr. I. v. 239 The Roman law. .has proved extremely 
ductile and accommodating. 

3 . Of persons, their dispositions, etc : Susceptible 
of being led or drawn ; yielding readily to per- 
suasion or instruction ; tractable, pliable, pliant. 

1622 Donne Serm. 15 Sept. 21 A good, and tractable, and 
ductile disposition. 1650 Durye fust Re-prop. 16 Men of 
ductile spirits unto evill. 1765 Johnson Obs. Shaks. Plays, 
Rom. JuL, Whose genius was not very. .ductile to 
humour, but acute, argumentative, comprehensive, and sub- 
lime. 2835 Lytton Rienzi 111. ii, The ductile temper of 
Adeline yielded easily, 1894 Mrs. H. Ward Marcella 
II. 310 Tne man. .was in truth childishly soft and ductile, 

4 . Of water: Conducted or capable of being 
made to flow through channels. 

[a 1637 B. yousons Fa U of ^ Mortimer Wk s. (Rtldg.) 503/2, 

I felt it ductile [1640 dactile : see Dactjle] through my 
blood.] 1728 Pope Dune. 1. 62 Ductile dulness new mean- 
ders takes, 1737 Savage Of Public Spirit 16 Lo! 
ductile riv’lets visit distant towns 1 1834 Blackw Mag. 
XXXV. 177 The ductile streams, after performing their 
fertilizing office, bound over the rocks. 

Hence Du'ctilely adv. ; Dirctileness (rare). 
«x6i2 Donne Bia0tmm>s (1644) 155 Gold., by reason of 
a faithfull tenacity and ductilenesse, will be brought to 
cover 10000 times as much of any other Mettall. 1628 — 
Serm. Hi. 524 Which shewes the Ductilenesse, the Appli- 
ablenesse of Gods Mercy. 1629 Ibid, cxxxvi. 439 , 1 come into 
the hands of my God as pliably, as ductilely, as that first 
clod of Earth of which he made me in Adam. 

Dnctilrmeter. [fl L. ductil-is Ductile + 
-meter: cf. mod, F. duciilimetre (Littre.'.] An 
instrument for measuring the ductility of metals. 

2825 W. Hamilton Did. Terms Arts $ Sc. cited in 
Worcester 1846. 

Ductility (d^ktrliti). [f. Ductile + -ity, 
after L. type *ductilitds : cf. F. ductility (1701 in 
Hatz.-Darra.).] The quality of being ductile. 

1 . Capability of being extended by beating, 
drawn out into wire, worked upon, or bent ; mal- 
leability, pliableness, flexibility. 

2654 Whitlock Zootomia 44 This Ductility of Spirit com- 
mendeth Men, as well as that other doth Mettals. 2683 
Evelyn Diary 29 Sept., I stepp'd into a goldbeaters work- 
house, where he shew'd me the wonderfull ductilitie of that 
spreading and oylie met:alR 2794 Sullivan View Nat. I. 
435 Argillaceous earth is distinguishable from.. a certain 
viscidity and ductility, which proceed from its power of 
retaining water. 2826 J. Smith Panorama Sc. $ Art II. 
364 The ductility of platina is such, that it has been drawn 
into wire of less than the two-thousandth part of an inch in 
diameter. 1881 Lubbock in Nature No. 618. 407 Sup- 
posing that glacier ice enjoys a kind of ductility. 

b. trdnsf. and Jig. 

2654 [see prec.]. 1734 tr. Rollin' s Anc. Hist. III. ix. i. 164 
Never was there ductility of genius equal to his, 1849 
Macaulay Hist. Eng. II. 202 Greater ductility and energy 
of language. / 

2 . Capability of being easily led or influenced; 
tractableness, docility. 

2654 Whitlock Zootomia 220 Calling Obstinacy, Solidity ; 
and humble Ductility after further Reason, and Discovery, 
Sceptick Inconstancy. 1768 Sterne Sent, yourn. (1778) 1 . 
46 {Remise Door) As I led her on, I felt a pleasurable 
ductility about her. 1880 Kinglake Crimea VI. ix. 247 
A spirit of servile ductility. 

t Du'ction. Obs. Also 5 duccioun. [ad. L. 
duction-em, n. of action f. ducere to lead.] The 
action, of leading or bringing, lit, and Jig. (bi 
quot 1430 = multiplication.) 

c 2430 Art of Nombryng (E. E. T. S.) 11 Oft of duccioun 
of figures in cifres nought is the resultant, as here, wherot 
it is evident and open, yf that the first figure of the nombre 
to be multipliede be a cifre, vndir it shalle be none sette. 
2627-77 Feltham Resolves n. Ixvi. 299 By the but meanly 
wise and common ductions of bemisted Nature, it would 
haue been no very powerful Oratory, a 2696 Scarburgh 
Euclid (1705) 36 Euclide only means a Mental Ductxon, 
or Position of that strait line between any two points. 

Du’CtleSS, a. [-less ] Having no duct. 
Ductless glands, ‘term applied to several bodies which 
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present the general character of glands, hut possess no 
excretory ducts. They are the thymus and thyroid bodies, 
the spleen, adrenals, and the vascular, carotic, coccygeal, 
and pituitary bodies.’ Syd. Soc. Lex. 

1849-52 Todd CycL Anat. IV. 1112/1 The ductless glands. 
s88o Lihr. Univ . Kuoivl. IX. 89 The liver, in one of its 
functions, is a ductless gland. 1881 Mivart Cat 237 The 
Thyroid Body or gland is another ductless structure of 
unknown function. _ _ . , , 

Buctor (d2?’ktsi, -pi), [a. L, ductor leader, 

agent-n. from diicere to lead.] A leader. 

* The leader of a band of music, an officer 
belonging to the court ’ (Halliw.) Obs. 

15. . Housek. Ord. Edw. Ill in Housek. dW.pMynstrelles, 
ductors or centeners, everye man by the daye. .0. o. 12. 

. -f 2 . A line which 4 leads ’ in some direction. Obs. 

1658 Sir T. Browne Card. Cyrus ii. 115 The.. Lozenge 
figure.. being most ready to turn every way . . having its 
ductors. .at each Angle. 

3 . Printing. A roller which conveys the ink 
from the ink- fountain to the distributing-rollers. 


Cf. Doctor sb. 7 a. Also duct or-r oiler. 

*851 Offic. Cat at. Gt. Exhib. I. 283 [A] trough formed 
of an iron roller, called the ductor, against which., an iron 
plate rests, and, by its pressure, regulates the quantity of 
ink.. The ink is conveyed by the ductor- roller to the table, 
f Buctory. Obs. rare. [f. L .duet-: see above 
and -out.] A conducting instrument or appliance. 

1678 Wanley Wend. Lit. World m. xliv. § 15. 226/1 
I did therefore put words into this ductory of the voice. 

Ductule (darktiwl). rare. [f. L. type *dnctul- 
us , dim. of duct- us.] A minute duct. 

1883 Foster & Balfour Embryol. I. vi. 18 (Cent.) As 
the ductules grow longer and become branched, vascular 
processes grow in between them. 

t Bu cture. Obs. [ad. L. type * due turn, f. 
diicere to lead : see -ure,] 

1 . Leading, guidance, direction. 

1644 J, Goodwin Ittnoc. Triumph. (1645^ 84 Willingly and 
by the" ducture of their own inclinations, a 1677 M anton 
Wks. 1871 II. 332 Observe the ducture and leading of Pro- 
vidence. <21716 South Serm. (1737) IX. v. (R.), To steer 
our practice according to the ducture of the universal church. 

2 . Extension or movement in some direction. 

1675 Traherne Chr. Ethics xxii. 328 A melodious song, 

a delicious harmony.. by ductures scarce perceivable in the 
throat. 1691 T. H[ale] Acc. New Invent, p. v, Lines are 
Artificially made by the ducture of some point. 

3 . A duct or channel. 

1670 Maynwaring Vita Sana vi. 81 Aliene matter. .sent 
forth by the next convenient ducture, or emunctory. 
Ducypers, var. Douzepers, Obs. 

Bud (d»d). Chiefly pi. duds (d»dz). colloq. 
and dial. Also 5-7 dudde. [Origin unknown.] 

1 . t An article of clothing, a coarse cloak (obs.). 
Usually (now always) //. — Clothes, (slang or colloq. 
depreciatory or humorous). 

14.. Vac. in Wr.-Wuleker 568 Birrus vet Birrum , i. gros- 
sum vestimentum , a dudde. c 1440 Promp. Pant , 134/2 
Dudde, clothe, amphibitus. 1567 Harman Caveat 86 We 
wyll fylche some duddes. a 1605 Montgomerie Fly ting 
w. Polwart 345 When thy duddes are bedirtten. 1651 Ran- 
dolph, etc. Hey for Honesty hi. i. Wks. (1875) 431 By 
these good stampers, upper and nether duds, I’ll nip from 
Ruffmans of the Harmanbeck. 1790 Burns Jolly Beggars 
8th Recit., They toom’d their pocks, an’ pawn’d their duds. 
1831 Scott Jrnl. 5 Mar., I promised to shake my duds and 
give them a cast of my calling. x86t Ramsay Remin. Ser. 
11. 126 He’s mair need ©’ something to get duds to his back. 
1866 Mrs. Stowe Lit. Foxes 26 Girls knit away small for- 
tunes, .on little duds that do nobody any good. 1881 Trol- 
lope Marian Fay Hi. (Farmer), To see her children washed 
and put in and out of their duds. 

attrib. a 1529 Skelton Poems agst. Garnesche 46 In dud 
frese ye was schryned With better frese lynyd. 

b, slang and dial. Effects in general, * things \ 
1662 Head & Kirkman Eng. Rogue (Farmer) All your 
duds are binged avast, a 1700 B. E. Diet. Cant . Crew, 
Dudds, Cloaths or Goods. 1780 R. Tomlinson Slang Pas- 
toral ix. 2 No duds in my pocket, no sea-coal to bum. 1877 
E. Peacock N. W. Line. Gloss., Duds, workmen’s tools, 
clothes, personal possessions of small value, 

2 . pi Rags, ragged clothes, tatters. (Rarely sing.) 

1508 Kknnedie Fly ting iv. Dunbar 384 Cryiand caritas 

at durris. . Bairfut, brekeles, and all in duddis vpdost. 1768 
Ross Helen ore 40 (Jam.) A hair-brain’d little ane wagging 
a’ wi’ duds. 1822 Scott Nigel v, A ragged rascal, every 
dud upon whose back was bidding good-day to the other. 
*823 Galt R. Gilhaize I. 81 (Jam. s. v. Cuff) He fell into 
the corner of the room like a sack of duds. 1880 Besant & 
Rice Seamy Side xix, She . . was clothed in nothing but old 
rags and duds. 1889 Besant Bell of St. Pauls III. 21. 

3 . Applied contemptuously to a person, rare. 

(In quot. 1870, perh.= scarecrow : see next.) 

1825 Jamieson s. v., Applied to a thowless fellow. He’s 
a soft dud.’ Roxb. 1840 Carlyle Let. in Froude Life in 
Lond. I. vii. 186 A wretched Dud called — , member for — 
called one day. 1870 Putnam's Mag. Feb (Farmer!, 
Think of her ? I think >he is dressed like a dud ; can’t say 
how she would look in the costume of the present century. 
Hence Du’diman, a scarecrow, dial. 

*674 Blount Glossogr. (ed. 4), Dudman, a Maulkin or 
Effigies set up to fright Birds from Corn or Grain sowed. 
1787 Grose Prov. Gloss., Dudman, a scarecrow, also a 
ragged fellow. *825 in B rockett N. C. Gloss. 1844 J. T. 
Hewlett Parsons W. x. He was just like a dudman. 
pDiiddels, given in some Diets, — Duds; but 
probably a misprint for puddles, 

1562 Pilkington Exp. A bdiam. Pref. Aa viij, As he that 
ripes in a dungehyll, is infect with the smell therof. ; so 
good men, now search in ge the festerd cankers and riping 
tlte stinking duddels of Poperi, for a time smell evil.) 


Dudder (d»*doi), v. Obs. exc. dial. [var. of 
Didder.J intr. To shudder, shiver.- 
a 1658 Ford, etc. Witch Edmonton u . I, I dudder and 
shake like an aspen leaf, a 2846 Spurdens Suppl. Forty's 
Voc. E. Anglia, DucLier , to shiver with cold, or with fear ; 
to shudder; but a more expressive word. 

Bu’d&ery. dial. [f. Dud + -ery.J A place 
where woolien cloth is sold or manufactured. 

a 1552 Leland Collect. (1774VII. 444^ (Stourbridge) Sacel- 
lum & inditia ruderum domus veteris eo loco ubi nunc 
pars fori lanarii, Angl. the Duddery. 1778 Eng, Gazetteer 
(ed. 2) s. v. Stourbridge, Great store of serges, duroys, 
druggets, &c. from Exeter, Taunton, Bristol.. and some 
too from London : so that the Duddery, an area of 80 or 
100 yards square, in which the clothiers unload, resembles 
Blackwell-Hall. 3806 in Hone Every-day Bk. I. 1306 In 
this duddery [at Stourbridge fair] v 100,000/. worth of 
woollen manufacture has been sold in less than a week. 
[A. correspondent says that a large woollen factory at 
Haverhill in Suffolk goes by the name of the Duddery.] 
f Buddie, sb. Obs. rare. A teat, nipple. 

1708 T. Ward Eng. Ref. (1716) 242 To his lips Madge 
held the Bottle, On which he suckt, as Child at Duddle. 

t Buddie, v. Obs. [cf. Doddle v. and Diddle 
vS] trans. To confuse, muddle. 

1548 W. Patten Exped. Scotl. in Arb. Garner III. 129 
Howbeit because the riders were no babies, nor their horses 
any colts, they could [with their rattles] neither duddle the 
one nor affray the other. 1375 Laneham Let. (1871) 47 So 
duddld witli such varietee of delyghts .. [they] coold not . . 
tend their work a whyt. 

t Duddroun. Sc. Obs. [?f. Dud.] An oppro- 
brious epithet ; V One clad in duds. 

1500-20 Dunbar Poems xxvi. 71 Mony slute, daw, and 
slepy duddroun. 1536 Lyndesay Ans 7 t>. King/s Flyting 
59 To indyte, how that duddroun was drest, Drowkit with 
dreggis, quhimperand with mony quhryne. 

Buddy (dirdi), a. Sc. [f. Dud + -y 1 ] Ragged. 

1725 Ramsay Gentle Skeph. 1. i. Song v, Little love or 
canty cheer can come Frae duddy doublets, ynd a pantry 
toorn. 1818 Scott Hrt. Midi, xxx, There isna a wheen 
duddie baims to be crying after ane. 1845 Mrs. Carlyle 
Lett. I. 306 That two-year-old duddy child. 

Hence Dirddiness (Jam. 1825). 

Bude (di«d). U.S. [A factitious slang term 
which came into vogue in New York about the 
beginningof 1883, in connexion with the ‘ aesthetic * 
craze of that day. Actual origin not recorded.] 

A name given in ridicule to a man affecting an 
exaggerated fastidiousness in dress, speech, and 
deportment, and very particular about what is 
aesthetically * good form * ; hence, extended to an 
exquisite, a dandy, ‘a swell’. 

1883 Graphic 31 Mar. 310/1 The * Dude* sounds like the 
name of a bird. It is ? on the contrary, American slang for 
a new kind of American young man.. The one object for 
which the dude exists is to tone down the eccentricities of 
fashion .. The silent, subfusc, subdued * dude * hands down 
the traditions of good form. 1883 North Adams (Mass.) 
Transcript 24 June, The new coined word ‘dude’ .. has 
travelled over the country with a great deal of rapidity 
since but two months ago it grew into general use in New 
York. 1883 American VII. 15 1 The social ‘dude’ who 
affects English dress and the English drawl. 1883 Harters 
Mag. LXVII. 632 The elderly club dude. 1884 in Bryce 
Amer. Commw. (1888) II. App. 642 Dudes and roughs, civil 
service reformers and office-holding bosses, .join in midnight 
conferences. 1886 A. Lang in Longm. Mag. Mar. 553 Our 
novels establish a false ideal in the American imagination, 
and the result is that mysterious being ‘The Dudek 
Hence Du’dedom, Bu*&eness. Bir&ery, Du‘- 
dism {nonce-wds I), the state, style, character or 
manners of a dude ; Buaine (-z*n), a female dude ; 
Dirdish. a characteristic of a dude ; foppish. 

1883 Philad. Times No. 2892, 2 Not . . to encourage the de- 
velopment of the dude or the dudine in his dominion. 1885 
Boston (Mass.) Jrnl. 15 June 2/3 The intense dudeness of 
Lord Beaconsfield in his early days is illustrated by a letter 
written in 1830. 1889 Bookworm 237 Any dudish. Anglo- 

maniac or Fifth Avenue ‘ bud \ 1889 Voice (N. Y.) 2 May, 
The Pharisaical dudery which presumes to deny her [woman] 
a place in the world . . equal with man. 1890 Teacher (N. Y.) 
Sept, 101 Are we traveling the way of the Greeks ? . . 
Is dudtsm becoming more contagious among us than phil- 
anthropy? 1893 A. Welcker Woolly ' West 69 Joe then 
went east, and . . married a young dudine out there.^ 1894 
Dickson Life Edison 230 A dudish applicant, with an 
overweening sense of his own self-importance. 1894 Forum 
(U. S.< May 345 [It] would relegate its champion to the 
realms of dudedom. 

Bude, obs. pa. t. of Do v. 

Dudeen (dudl-n). Also dodeen, doodheen, 
doudeen, dudheen. Irish name for a short clay 
tobacco-pipe ; now generally known in Great 
Britain, and esp. in the British Colonies and U.S. 

1841 Lever C. O'Malley evii, A short dudeen graced his lip. 
184a Thackeray Fitz-JSoodle's Conf. Wks. 1869 XXI L 215, 
I found the Irish doodheen and tobacco the pleasantest 
smoking possible, 1880 Senior Trav. <$* Trout in Anti- 
podes 100 [He] knocks the ashes out of his dudheen. 

t Dudgen, sb. and a. Obs. [perh. the same as 
Dudgeon sb . 1 : a dagger with a handle of this ma- 
terial being cheap and often regarded as an inferior, 
unreliable weapon ; cf. quots. 1581 and 1590 in 
Dudgeon sbl 3.] 

A. sb. ‘Poor stuff’, trash. 

*592 G. Harvey Pierce's Super. 139 The stalest dudgen 
or absurdest balductum that they . .can invent. 

SB. adj. 1 . Mean, poor, contemptible. 

1589 Nashe Almond for Parrat 5 a, We talkt euen now 


of a dudgen destinction from which my Bedlam, brother .. 
with the rest of those patches, striue to deriue theyr dis- 
cipline disobedience. 1593 Drayton Idea 427 Thmk’st 
thou, my Wit shall keepe the pack- Horse Way, That ev ry 
Dudgen low Invention goes ? 

2 . ? Ordinary, homely. 

1613 Bf.aum. & Fl. Captain 11. i, Though I am plain and 
dudgeon, 1 would not be an ass, c 16x8 F'letcher Q, 
Corinth 11. iv, Tell him 1 .. would request to see him pre- 
sently: Ye see I use old dudgen phrase to draw him. 

Dudgeon (djtrdgon), sbA Forms: 5-6 dogeon, 
5 dogean, dojoun, dugion, 6 dogen, 4 on, 
dugyon, 6 doodgean, 6-7 dudgen, -in, -ion, 
6- dudgeon. [Occurs as digeon in AF. : the 
form of the word suggests a French origin; but no 
corresp. word has been found in continental French.] 
+ 1 . A kind of wood used by turners, esp. for 
handles of knives, daggers, etc. Obs. 

(According to Gerarde 1597 ■== boxwood. The same sense 
has been attributed to dttdgin in the following quot. from 
Holland’s Pliny, where however the Latin is obscure, and 
the English a very rude rendering of it.) 

i6ox Holland Pliny xvi. xvi. Now for the Box tree, the 
wood thereof is in as great request as the very best : seldom 
hath it any grain crisped damask-wise, and neuer but about 
the root, the which is dudgin and ful of work. For other- 
wise the grain runneth streight and euen without any wau- 
ing. [Pliny: In primis vero materies honoraja buxo est 
raro crispanti nec nisi radice, de cetero lenis quies est 
materiae silentio quodam et dpritie ac pallore commenda- 
bilis, in ipsa vero arbore topiario opere.] 

1380 Ordinance for Cutlers , Lond., in Lett. Bk. H. If. 
cxviii, Qe nulles nmnehes darbre forsqe digeon soyent 
colourez. [tr. in Riley Mem. London (1868) 439 Nohandleof 
wood, except dogeon.] 1439 Test. Ebor. (Surtees) II 1 . 96 De 
j dagger, cum manubrio de dogeon. 1443 / bid. II. 88Umm 
par cultellorum cum manubno de dugion. c 1440 Promp. 
Parv. 436/2 Ronnyn, as dojoun, or masere, or o}>er lyke. *50* 
Arnoi.de Ch ron. (1811) 245 All my stuf beyng in my [Cut- 
ler’s] shoppe, that is to saye, yuery, dogeon, horn, mapyll. 
1535 in Maddison Line. Wills (1888 11 A pare of beads of 
dogeon. 2550-1600 Customs Duties (B. M. Add. MS. 
25097) Dogen, the c peces containing v x * xs . 1562 Turnkr 
Herbal 11. 71b, 'I'he wilde ashe. .can scarsly be knowen 
from dudgyon and I thynke that the moste parte of dogion 
is the root of the wilde ashe. 1597 Gerarde Herbal (1633)) 
1225 (L.) Turners and cutlers . . doe call this woode [box 
woode] dudgeon, wherewith they make dudgeon-hefted 
daggers. 1660 Act 12 Chas. II, c. 4 Sched., Dudgeon the 
hundred peeces cont. five score, j. li. 

f 2 . The hilt of a da gger, made of this wood : cf. 
dudgeon-haft in 4. Obs. 

2605 Shaks. Macb, 11. i. 46, I see . . on thy Blade, and 
Dudgeon, Gouts of Blood. 

3 . Hence dudgeon-dagger, and in later use dud- 
geon: A dagger with a hilt made of 4 dudgeon’; 
also, a butcher’s steel, arch. 

2581 J. Bell H addons A nsw. Osar, 10 b, Upon the whlche 
when you rushe with your doodgean daggar eloquence- 
1590 Greene Wks. 11882) VIII. 199 Loose in the haft like 
a dudgin dagger, a 2687 Cotton Poet. Wks. (1765) 83 With. 
Dudgeon . Das ger at his Back. 1826 Scott Woods*, vii. 
Bid me give him three inches of my dudgeon-dagger. 

1638 Brome Antipodes v. v. Wks. 1873 III. 328 Take 
your dudgeon. Sir, I ha done you simple service. 1663. 
Butler Hud. 1. i. 379 It was a serviceable Dudgeon, Either 
for fighting or for drudging. Ibid. ii. 769 That Wight With 
gauntlet blue and Bases white And round blunt Dudgeon 
[ some later edd. truncheon J. 2837 Carlyle. Ft. Rev. II- 
in. v, And still the dudgeon sticks from his left lapelle. 
2882 Shorthouse J. Inglesant (ed. 2) II. xix. 372. 

4 L attrib. and Comb. ,2.% dudgeon-knife ; J* dudgeon.- 
dagger ; see 3 ; dudgeon-h.aft, the hilt of a 
dagger, made of ‘ dudgeon ’ ; hence dudgeou- 
liafted a. (arch.) ; f, dudgeon- tree = 1. 

1559 Will of J. Gryjfyn (Somerset Ho.), My dagger w* 
the *dudgen hafte gilte. 1612 Cotgr., Dague a -roilles, a 
Scottish dagger; or Dudgeon haft dagger. ^2612 Har- 
ington Epigr. iv. 11 A gilded blade bath oft a dudgen haft. 
1634 5 Brereton Trav. (1844) 108 [I] bought in Edinburgh 
.. a dudgeon-hafted dagger, and . knives, gilt. 18x6 Scott 
Old Mort. xxxvi, I’ll dash your teeth out with my dudgeon- 
haft ! 2841 Borrow Zincali (1872) 213 I’d straight un- 

sheath my ^dudgeon knife And cut his weasand through. 
2862 Thornbury^ True as Steel (1863) III. 20 Cutting out 
the heavy lead window frame with a short heavy dudgeon - 
knife. 1552 Aberdeen Reg. V. 21 (Jam.) Certane *dugeon 
tre coft be him. 2602 Dekker Satirom. Wks. 1873 I. 195 , 1 
am too well rancht. .to bee stab’d With his *dudgion wit. 
Dudgeon (dwd^sn), sb* and a. Forms : 6 
dudgion, duggin, 6-7 dudgen, (7 dodgeoa, 
dudgin, -ing), 7- dudgeon. [Origin unkno'wn ; 
identical in form with prec ; but provisionally- 
separated as having, so far as is known, no con- 
nexion of sense. Cf. Endugine. 

A conjectural derivation from Welsh dygen malice, resent- 
ment, appears to be historically and phonetically baseless.] 
A feeling of anger, resentment, or offence ; ill 
humour. Almost alwa}s in phr. in dudgeon, and 
esp. with qualifying adj., as high, great , deep. 

. *573 G. Harvey Letter-bk. (Camden) '2,8 Who seem’d to 
take it in marvel us great duggin. 2592 Greene Dispztt, 6 
Taking it in dudgion, that they should be put down by a 
Pesant. 2663 Buti.er Hud. 1. i. 1 When civil dudgeon 
first grew high. 2687 Congreve Old Back. 11. ii, I hope you 
are not going out in dudgeon, cousin ? 2781 M ad. D’Ar buy 
Diary May, I returned without. . any remaining appearance 
of dudgeon in my phiz. 2816 Scott Antiq. v, They often 
parted in deep dudgeon. 2862 Trollope Orley F. xxvi!. 
(1873) 195 You must not be in a dudgeon with me. 1865 
Livingstone Zambesi ix. 197 lie went off in a high dud- 
geon. 1885 Blanch. Exam. 23 Feb. 5/3 [He] resigned his 
position as reporter of the Committee in high dudgeon. 


DUDGSOR. 

+ B. attrib. and adj. Resentful, spiteful ; ill- 
humoured. Ohs. 

[*589 Pappe w. Hatchet C b, If such a one doo but nod, it 
is right dudgin and deepe discretion.] 2599 Nashe Lenten 
Stnjfe (1871) s Those dull-pated pennifathers, that in such 
dudgeon scorn rejected him. 1625 Lisle Du Bartas , Nee 
128 Another speaketh low, one dudgen is and spightful. 
Hence Birdgeon v., to be in dudgeon, rare . 

1859 G. Meredith R. Feverel xxxviii, You've never been 
dudgeoning already. 

Dudine, Dudish, Dudism : see Dude. 
Dudleyite (dirdlijait). Min. [f. Eudleyville, 
a town in Alabama, U.S.] A hydrous mica formed 
by the transformation of margarite. 

1873 i n Free. Amer. Phil. Sec. XIII, 404. 1875 Bands 
Min. App. ii. 17 Dudleyite . . has the form of margarite. 

Dudman : see Dud. 

Due (di«), a. and adv. Also 4-6 dew, dew©, 
dwe, 5 deu, diewe, dwwe, due we, 5-6 du, 7 
dueue. [ME. a. OF. deu, later dd, orig. pa. pple. 
of devoir to owe late L. *debut~um for debilum : 
cf. It. dovuto, formerly devuio, owed, due.] 

A. adj. 1 . That is owing or payable, as an en- 
forceable obligation or debt. 

c 1340 Cursor M. 68 (Trim) For here shal mede wibouten 
let Be sett to him for dew [Gd'tt. duel] dett. c 1380 Wycuf 
Sel. Wks. III. 312 $if tipes when dewe bi Goddis com- 
aundement. 1413 Pilgr. Sowle (Caxton) v. xiv. (1859) 79 
Owre raunson were superhaboundaunt, ouer that was due. 
1596 Shaks. Merck. V. iv. i. 411 Three thousand Ducats 
due vnto the lew. 26x6 Sir F. Kingsmill in Lismore 
Papers Ser. n. (1887) II. 18 Bouth confesse the dueue debt 
but I can gett itt of neyther. 1674 N. Cox Gentl. Re - 
creat. 11. (1677) 160 It must speedily die, and pay the Debt 
that’s due to Nature. 1848 Wharton Law Lex. s.v., A 
debt is said to be due the instant that it has existence 
as a debt ; it may be payable at a future time.. 1874 
Green Short Hist. v. § 4. 238 The amount of service due 
from the serf had become limited by custom. 1891 Law 
Times XG. 409/1 The whole of those sums remained due. 

b. Of a person : That owes. Now dial, oxcolloq. 

1413 Pilgr. Sowle (Caxton 1483) IV. vii. 61 They ben due 

to payen this dette. 1812 Ingram Poems 73 (Jam.) He,, 
strives to pay what he is due Without repeated craving. 

c. Phrases. To fall or become due ; to become 
immediately payable, as a bill on reaching maturity. 
To grow or accrue due : to be in process of maturing 
for payment. 

1682 Scarlett Exchanges 96 The Time must precisely 
be. .written in every Bill of Exchange, that the Drawer may 
certainly know when they fall due. 1695 in Picton IJpool 
Munic. Rec. (1883) I, 263 Now due or accrewing due. x8i8 
Cruise Digest (ed. 2) IV. 224 Nor for what estate the rent 
was to be paid, nor when or on what days it was to grow 
due. 1882 Bithell Counting-ho. Diet. (1893) 89 The bill 
really becomes due on the third day of grace, and not 
earlier, unless it fall upon a Sunday, Christmas Day, Good 
Friday, or a day of public fast or thanksgiving, in which 
cases the bill becomes due the day before . If on a Bank 
Holiday, the day after. 1896 Law Times C. 509/1 Income 
which has become due and has not yet been paid over. 

+ 2 . Belonging or falling to by right. Obs. 
cx 400 Destr. Troy 6r Dites full dere was dew to the 
Grekys, A lede of ]>at lond & logede hom with. 1553 Eden 
Treat. Nenve Ind. (Arb.) 32 Whatsoeuer. . vnknowen landes 
shoulde be discouered in the Easte partes the same to be 
dewe to the Portugales. 1648 Gage West Ind. ii. 6 In 
Rome there is an other preferment successively due to 
Dominicans, from the time of Dominicus de Guzman. 
1655 M. Carter Hon. Rediv. (1660) 26 A new Coat 
which is due to the descendents onely of his body. 

1 3 . Belonging or incumbent as a duty. Obs. 

c 1385 (Chaucer L. G. W. 603 Cleopatra. Hym thoute 
there nas to hym no thyng so dewe As Cleopatcas for to 
love and serve. 

1 4 . Pertaining or incumbent as a necessity. Obs. 

c 1386 Chaucer Kntls T. 2186 To maken vertu of neces- 

sitee, And take it weel, that we may nat eschue, And namely 
that to vs all is due [i.e. death], C1400 Destr. Troy 2673 It 
was desteynid by dome, & for due holdyn. 1491 Act 7 Hen. 
VII. c. 12 Preamb,, Deth is due to every creature bora in 
this world. 

5 . Owing by right of circumstances or condition ; 
that ought to be given or rendered ; proper to be 
conferred, granted, or inflicted, a. with to. 

1393 Gower Conf II. 18 To pursue Thing, which that is 
to love due. 1393 Ibid. I. 19 There is a helle, Whiche 
unto mannes sinne is due. a 1450 Knt. de la Tour (1868) 
14 For to grete [people] ye make curtesie of right, the 
whiche is dew to hem. a 1533 Ed. Berners Huon, Ixiii. 219 
Honoure is dew to them that dyserueth it. 1648 Gage West 
Ind, iii. 8 Absolved . . from all sinne, and from their Purga- 
tory and Hell due unto it. 1651 Hobbes Leviath. 1. xiv. 
68 He that winneth Meriteth, and may claime the Prize as 
Pue. *711 Steele Sped. No. 262 F 9 The first Place among 
our English Poets is due to Milton. 1712 Ibid, No. 426 Pi 
The Care of Parents due to their Children. 1838 Lytton 
Alice 7 So much is due to the wishes of your late husband, 
b. simply. Merited, appropriate ; proper, right. 
13.. E. E. AlUt. P. C. 49 3 if me be dy}t a destyne due 
to haue, What dowes me j>e dedayn, o]>er dispit make ? 1489 
Caxton Faytes of A. 1. i. 3 Warres and bataylles shold be 
acursed thyng and not due. 1500-20 Dunbar Poems xlviii. 
77 Full lawinclynnand with all dew reuerens. 1591 Spenser 
M. Hubberd 1237 Hell, his dewest meed. 16x1 Bible Luke 
xxiii. 41 We receiue the due reward of our deeds, but this 
man hath done nothing amisse. 1633 Bp. Hall Hard Texts 
321 The Lord .. shall execute due vengeance upon Satan. 
1635 Brathwait Arcad. Pr. Ded., Your Honours in duest 
observance Ri : Brathwait. X657 J. Smith Myst. Rhet. 67 
He useth a decent and due Epithet, thus, Honourable 
Judge, . Honoured Sir. 1807 Crabbe Par. Reg. 11. 154 
Silent, nor wanting due respect, the crowd. 
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6. Such as ought to be, to be observed, or to be 
done; fitting; proper; rightful. 

<71325 Poem temp. Edw. II (Percy) 1 , Knygts shuld were 
clothes Ischape in dewe manere. c 1400 Apol. Loll. 15 
[It] procedi]> in dewe ordre. c S440 York Myst. xxx. 61, I 
do but f?at diewe is, 1562 Win3et Cert. Tractates i. Wks. 
1888 I. 4 The passage and dew course is partlie tyll vs 
knawin. 1651 Hobbes Leviath. 11. xxix. 173 At last re- 
duceth the people to their due temper. 2688 R. Holme 
Armoury w 1. 146/1 In the working of Landskips. .observe 
a due distance of things. 2728 T. Sheridan Persius u. 
(1739) 29 You may offer these Prayers in due Form. 1762 
Kames Elan. Crit. xviii. (1833) 315 A beauty that results 
from a due mixture of uniformity [etc.]. 2806 A. Knox 

Rem. I. 35 It will produce its due effects. 1841 Myers 
Cath. Th. hi. xxxviii. 136 The due use of some human gift. 
1885 Act 48 4 49 Viet. c. 54. § 4 Such certificate shall be 
conclusive evidence of the due election of the person therein 
mentioned, 
b. Of time. 

c 1385 Chaucer L. G. W. Prol. 364 (MS. Gg. 4- 27) To 
heryn here excusacyons . . In duewe tyme whan they schal 
it profre, c 1400 Destr. Troy 6584 Troilus was takyn. .And 
don out of daunger for the due_ tyme. 1535 Coverdale 
Prov. xv. 23 O how pleasaunt is a worde spoken in due 
season ? X55X T. Wilson Logike (1580) 45 b, Thynges, that 
in due tyme followe the causes that went before. x6xx 
Bible Gal. vi. 9 In due season we shall reape, if we faint 
not. 1667 Milton P. L. xii. 152 This Patriarch blest, 
Whom faithful Abraham due time shall call. 1711 Budgell 
Sped. No. 77 F 1 , 1 left him to be convinced of his Mistake 
in due time. 1876 Black Madcap V. vii. 69 In due course 
of time they got into the hot air of London. 

7 . Such as is necessary or requisite for the pur- 
pose; adequate, sufficient. 

<7x400 Destr. Troy 12867 pat b e pepull. .shuld send ffor 
Dyamed the dughty, with his du helpe. c 1400 Lanfrands 
Cirurg. 1 12 J Veins] bryngen lijf and dewe norischinge and 
cordialle spiritis. 1464 Past on Lett. No. 483 II. 147 Ye 
havynge dooe swerte [surety] both in obligacions and pleggs. 
1563 W. Fulke Meteors (1640) 65 b, They have not the due 
quantity of brimstone. 2664 Evelyn Kal. Hort. (1729) 197 
To bring them to a due stature, and perfect their seed. 
*747 Wesley Pritn. Physic (1762) p. xx, A due Degree of 
Exercise. 1844 Ld. Brougham Brit. Const . ix. § x. (1862) 
115 Upon due consideration. 

t8. Of a person; Proper, right; genuine, real, true. 
2399 Lanc.l. Rich. Redeles m. 60 But }>an be dewe dame 
..ffostrith hem fforthe. <7x450 Holland Howlat 575 The 
forest of Ettrik, and vthair ynewe With dynt of his derf 
swerd, the Dowglass so dewe Wan wichtly of weir. 

9 . To be ascribed or attributed ; a. as a quality 
or attribute to its possessor (arch, or obs.) ; b. as 
a thing to its author or introducer; e. as an effect 
or result to its cause or origin ; owing to, caused 
by, in consequence of. rare bef. 19th c. ; accord- 
ing to Johnson *■ proper, but not usual \ 

x66t Boyle Hist. Fluidity I. xxiv. Wks. 1772 I. 395 The 
motion of the oily drops may be in part due to some partial 
solution made of them by the vinous spirit. 1669 Earl 
Orrery Tryphonv, That Guilt is to Aretus due. 2706 
E. Ward Hud. Rediv. it. viii, All the Ills that happen in it, 
Are due to them that did begin it. ^ 1847 Tennyson Princ, 

iv. 293 Jonah’s gourd, Up in one night, and due to sudden 
sun. 2861 M. Pattison Ess. (1889J I. 38 His delay in 
setting out was due to pure procrastination and dilatori- 
ness. 1870 Tyndall Notes Led. Electr. 5 This beautiful 
experiment is due to Grove. 1875 Jo wett Plato (ed. 2) IV, 
X36 The .. difficulty in the Philebus, is really due to our 
ignorance of the philosophy of the age. 1886 Lancet 15 
May 947/2 The albuminuria was due to a bacterial nephritis. 

10 . Under engagement or contract to be ready, 
be present, or arrive (at a defined time) ; reckoned 
upon as arriving; as the train is already due = 
ought, according to the time-tables, to be already 
here (or at such a place). 

1833 Moore Man. \ 1854) VI. 336 Bills coming in at 
Christmas, and my History due at the same time. 1865 
Dickens Mut. Fr. 1. vi, Williams, Bob Glamour, and 
Jonathan, you are all due. a 1872 B. Harte Lost Galleon 
1, Due she was, and over due — Galleon, merchandise, and 
crew. 1896 Times 13 Jan. 7/1 She is due at Ascension on 
February xx, and is to leave for England again on February 
2i . .being due at Sheerness on March 19. Mod, The train 
is due in London at 5 a.m. He is due at his office next 
Monday. I must go ; I am due at Mr. B.’s at seven o’clock. 

11 . Phrases and Comb., as due-bill ( U.S.) (see 
quot. 1864) ; due date, the date on which a bill 
falls due and is payable ; so f due day, the day on 
which any payment fails due. 

a 1617 Hieron Wks. (1620) IIv 457 There is a due day put 
in vpon the lease to be payd to him that is thy lord. Darest 
thou deale . . with him in that duty, as thou dealest with 
God in His due-day ? 1843 [Due da* e is remembered in 
ordinary business use], 1864 Webster (citing Burrill), 
Due-bill^ a brief written acknowledgment of a debt not 
made payable to order, and not transferable by indorsement, 
like a promissory note. 1877 Bankers Mag. 53 In case the 
bill is not taken up by the acceptor on the due date. 1887 
T. E. Wordsworth (title) Tables for calculating the Due- 
Dates of Bills of Exchange. 

B. adv. 1 . — Duly, in various senses, arch. 
1597 Shaks. 2 Hen. IV, m. ii, 330 Euery third word a Lye, 
duer pay’d to the hearer, then the Turkes Tribute. 1606 
Sylvester Du Bartas 11. iv, 11. Magnifcence 1342 Of this 
great Frame, the parts so due-devis’d. 1667 Milton P. L. 

v. 303 And Eve within, due at her hour prepar’d For din- 
ner savourie fruits. 1800-24 Campbell Caroline 11. To 
Even. Star ii, So due thy plighted love returns, To cham- 
bers brighter than the rose. 

2 . With reference to the points of the compass : 
Properly ; right, straight ; directly. (Orig. Naut. 
Allied to 6.) 


DUE, 

s6ox Shaks. Twel. N. m. i. 145 There lies your way, due 
West. 5604 — Oth. m. iii. 455 The Ponticke Sea, Whose 
Icie Current. . Neu’r keepes retyring ebbe, but keeps due on 
To the Proponticke. 1634 Sir T. Herbert Trav, 45 Tis 
from Ormus lie forty leagues due South. 1720 De Foe 
Capt. Singleton vi. (1840) 103 We went due east. x8xo 
Scott Lady of L. 1. xxvi, Due westward, fronting to the 
green, A rural portico was seen. 1878 Huxley Pkysiogr. 
xx. 345 This., does not take the shape of a due north wind* 
8. Comb., as due-distant, at due distance ; f due- 
timely, in due season, duly (obs.). 

2605 Sylvester Du Bartas 11. iii. Abraham 1002 Their 
extreme thirst due-timely to refresh. 1725 Pope Odyss, 
xix. 120 A seat, .prepare, Due-distant for us both to speak 
and hear. 1742 Young Nt. Th. vx. 595 By some due-distant 
eye. .seen at once. 

Due (di u ,sb. Also 5-6 dew(e. [substuseof Due 
a . : cf. F. dH sb., in 14th c. deu, from dd pa. pple.] 
+ 1 . That which is due ; a debt. Obs. ( exc. as in 2-4.) 
2439 E. E. Wills (1882) 127 And all othir dueez and 
governances for the performyng of his wyll. c 2460 Towne- 
ley Myst. (Surtees) 311 Thow can of cowrte thew, Bot 
lay downe the dewe. 2607 Shaics. Timon 11. ii. 16 My 
Lord, heere is a note of certaine dues. 1682 Grew A nat. 
Plants xv. Ep. Ded , The Performance whereof .. is to be 
looked upon, as a Due to the Authority which Your Judg- 
ment hath over me. 

2 . That which is due or owed to any one; that 
to which one has a right legal or moral : with 
possessive of the person to whom owed. 

1582 N. T. iRhem.) Rom, xiii. 7 Render therfore to al men 
their dew [x6n their dues]. 1593 Shaks. Lucr. 1x83 Which 
. .shall for him be spent, And as his due writ in my testa- 
ment. 16x2 Rowlands More Knaues Yet ? 32 The cursed 
crew, That will not cheate the hangman of his due. a 1704 
T. Brown Two Oxf Scholars Wks. 1730 I. 9 When I come 
to demand my dues.. I shall find it a hard matter to get 
them. _ 1726 Adv. Capt. R. Boyle Ded. A ij. Though Praise 
is the just Due of Merit. 1770 Langhorne Plutarch (1879) 
I. 1x8/2 It was no more than his due. 2838 Thirlwall 
Greece V. 249 He charges them with having defrauded the 
masters under whom he studied of their dues. 

b. 7 o give (a man) his due (fig.) : to treat him 
or speak of him with justice, to do justice to any 
merits he may possess. To give the devil his due : 
to do justice even to a person of admittedly bad 
character or repute (or one disliked by the speaker)* 
2589 Pappe w. Hatchet D ij, Giue them their due though 
they were diuels. 1596 Shaks. i Hen. / V, 1. ii. 59 Prin. 
Did I euer call for thee to pay thy part? Fal. No, lie 
giue thee thy due, thou hast paid al there. Ibid. 133 He 
was neuter yet a Breaker of Prouerbs : He will giue the 
diuell his due. 1642 Prince ^ Rupert's Declarat. 2 The 
Cavaliers (to give the Divell his duel fought very valiantly. 
1698 Fryer Acc. E. India <$- P. 38 Fryers; who, to give 
them their due, compass Sea and Land to make Proselytes. 
1879 Howells L. Aroostook x, ‘ Well observed the captain 
. .with the air of giving the devil his due, * I’ve seen some 
very good people among the Catholics \ 

3 . That which is due or owed by any one : with 
possessive of the person owing. 

1738 Wesley Hymn , * Infinite Power, Eternal Lord' vi, 
Shall Creatures of a meaner Frame Pay all their Dues to 
Thee? 1823 Scott Pevenl v, Independent so long as my 
dues of homage are duly discharged. 2832 Ht. Martineau 
Ireland i. 14 There was no chance of paying the rent, .even 
if Sullivan had been answerable for nobody’s dues but his 
own. 1878 B. Taylor Deukalion 11. i. 54 Pay your dues 
And make them debtors. 

4 . spec. A payment legally due or obligatory ; a 
legal charge, toll, tribute, fee, or the like. Chiefly 
in pi. Often with attrib. word, expressing the 
nature of the charge, as admiral, dock, Easter, 
harbour , light, ma?'ket , Sound, tonnage dues, etc. ; 
see these words. 

1546 Suppl . Poore Comm. (E. E. T. S.) 86 Tyll the poore 
people .. had begged so moch as the pristes call theyr dwe. 
1653 Milton Hirelings Wks. 1738 I. 570 To seize their pre- 
tended priestly Due by force. 1660 F. Brooke tr. Le 
Blanc's Trav. 2x3 Who have not paid the King dues for 
their harvest of silk. 1709 Steele & Swift Taller No. 66 
H The Parson of the Parish goes to Law for half his 
Dues. 1753 Scots Mag. Apr. 204/2 The produce of herring 
caught last season.. was, after deducing x6s, Zd. per boat 
for admiral dues, 2028/. 9$. 2d. 1809 Bawdwen Domesday 

Bk. 414 And it still pays all customary dues except gable 
and toll. 1875 Act 38 & 39 Viet. c. 39. § x The bar-master 
or other local officer, if any, employed to collect the dues 
or royalty. 1879 Farrar St. Paul II. 263 The question 
as to the payment of civil dues leads St. Paul naturally to 
speak of the payment of other dues. 

f 5 . That which is due to be done ; duty. Of 
due, as a matter of duty. Obs. 

cx 430 Lydg. Chorle ty Bird xox in Min. Poems (Percy 
Soc) 182 To synge agayne, as was hir due. — — Min. 
Poems 19 Of dew os thei oughte to doo, On procession withe 
the kyng to goon. 1548 Gest Pr. Masse 71 To the full 
discharge of my bonden dew herin. 1549-62 Sternhold & 

H. Ps. lxxxii. 3 Whereas of due you should defend The 

fatherlesse and weake. 16x5 Chapman Odyss. 1. 658 Eury- 
clea, that well knew All the observance of a handmaid's 
due. 1697 Dryden Hlneidxn. 318 All dues perform’d which 
holy Rites require. . .. 

t 6 . A right ; of (by) due, by right, by just title. 
1594 Carew Huarte's Exam. Wits x. (x6x6) 143 Whereas 
of due, a good wit and sufficiencie should rather enchne 
a man to vertueand godlinesse. 1605 Bacon Adv. Learn. 

I. iv. § 12. (1873) 37 Let great authors have their due, as 
time . . the author of authors, be not deprived of bis due, 
which is.. further to discover truth. 1667 Milton P. L- 
ii. 850 The key of this infernal Pit by. due , . I keep. 1669 
W. Simpson Hydro!. Chym. 122 That which should of due 
have been separated. . 


DUE. 


705 


DUETTO, 


f 7. Due quality or character, propriety. Obs. 

1594 Carevv Huarte's Exam. Wits (1616) 90 If the same 
grow hot or cold beyond due, 1600 T rial Sir C. Blunt in 
Cobbett State Trials (1809; I. 1422 For the honour of the 
Indictment and manifesting the due of their proceedings. 

8. Naut. What is duly or thoroughly done: 
in phrase for a full due — thoroughly, ior good 
and all; so that it will not need to be done again. 

1830 Marryat King's Own xiii, Desire the carpenter to 
nail up the hatchway-screens .. We'll keep them up for 
a f u ii due. c i860 H. Stuart Seaman's Catech, 32 How 
will you turn in the lower rigging when it is marked off for 
a full due? 1867 Smyth Sailor's Word-bk., Full due, for 
good ; for ever ; complete ; belay. 1884 Luce Seamanship 
1 16 (Cent.) The stays and then the shrouds are set up for 
a full due. 

t Due, v* 1 Obs * [variant of Dow vfl : cf. 

Endue = endow."] trans. To endow, invest, endue. 

c 1394 P. PL Crede 776 Fraunces founded hem nou3t to 
faren on }?at wise, Ne Domynik dued hem neuer swiche 
drynkers to wor|>e. 1391 Shaks. i Hen. VI, iv. ii. 34 This 
is the latest Glorie of thy praise, That I thy enemy, dew 
thee withall. 

1 Due, vfl Obs. rare. [f. Due a.] impers. To 
be due, to fall due; to be proper or fit. 

1603 Drayton Odes vi. 16 Which when it him deweth, 
His Fethers he ineweth. 

Due, obs. form of Dew. 

Dueful (c1iz7 ful), a. arch. [f. Due a. + -eul : an 
anomalous Spenserian formation, prob. on some 
such analogy as right , rightful. 1 Due, duly 
belonging, appropriate. 

1596 Spenser F. Q. iv. xi. 44^ To doe their dueful service, 
as to them befell. Ibid. vn. vi. 35 Of my desert, or of my 
dewfull Right. [Also iv. i. 6; vi. x. 32.3 1855 Singleton 
Virgil I. 84 Ere to the furrows you consign Their dueful 
seeds. Ibid. 316 For the altars he The dueful sacrifices slew, 
Buell, obs. f. Dole sbfl, after later French. 
Duel dizrel), sb. Also 7 duell. [a. F. duel, 
ad. It. duello or med.L, duellum , an ancient form 
of L. helium , retained in archaic lang. and by the 
poets, and app. appropriated in late or med.L. to 
the fight of two combatants, The L. duellum was 
also in earlier Eng. use. 

Isidore c. 600 says ‘Bellum antea duellum vocatum, eo 
quod sunt duae dimicantium partes, vel quod alterum facial 
victorem et alterum victum \] 

1. A regular fight between two persons; a single 
combat, spec . f a. A judicial single combat ; trial 
by wager of battle. Obs. exc. Hist. 

[1284 Act 12 Edw. 1 iStat. Wallisei c. 8, Placita de terris 
in partibus istis non habent terminari per duellum, neque 
per magnam assisam. 1299 see Fine sb. 6. 1397 W. 

Wyrc. Ann. in Wars Eng. in Fr. (Rolls) II. 11. 754 Duel- 
lum > inter Henricum ducem Lancastrian, appel lantern, et 
comitem Norfolche, defenaentem. 1600 A bp. Abbot Exp. 
Jonah 550 How many lawes did Moses make, but none for 
the duellum or combat bet weene two?] x6xi Speed Hist. 
Gt. Brit, ix, vi, 23 Were it not for his function, he would 
enter the Duell or Combat with them in the field, to acquit 
himselfe both of Treason and Perjury. 1709 Steele Tat Ur 
No. 31 F 1 When a Man is sued, be it for his Life or his 
Land, the Person that joins the Issue, whether Plaintiff or 
Defendant, may put the Trial upon the Duel. 1873 J, 
Fowler in Yorks. Arclueol. Jrnl. III. 270 A certain man. . 
was vanquished in a duel. 

to. In current use : A private fight between two 
persons, pre-arranged and fought with deadly 
weapons, usually in the presence of at least two 
witnesses called seconds, having for its object to 
decide a personal quarrel or to settle a point of 
honour. 

[1606 Bryskett Civ. Life 65 This kind of chalenging and 
fighting man to man, vnder the name of Duellum, which is 
vsed now a dayes among souldiers and men of honour, and 
by long custome authorized, to discharge a man of an iniury 
receiued.] 16x1 Coryat Crudities 506 They fought a Duell, 
that is, a single combat in a field hard by Spira. <2 x6x6 
Beaum. & F 1. Fr. Lawyer 1. i, Private Duells which had 
their first original! from the French. <2x683 Sidney Disc. 
Gold. 111. xxviii. (1704) 353 When Duels were in fashion as 
all know they were lately). 1727 Swift What passed in 
Land. Wks. 1755 III. 1. x86 A duel was fought .. between 
two colonels. 1840 Dickens Barn. Rudge xi, He and Mr. 
Haredale are going to fight a duel. 

c. A sustained fight between two animals. 

2890 Baker Wild Beasts 4* their Ways I. 287, I never .. 
witnessed a duel between this dog and a leopard. Ibid. 
303 During this duel [of two bucks] the herd of females 
stood entranced. 

2. Duelling, as a practice having its code of laws. 

X615T0MKIS Albwnazarw. vii, Understands thou well 

nice points of duel?, .by strict laws of duel, I am excus’d 
To fight on disadvantage. 1822 Shelley tr. Calderon's 
Magi co Prod. 1. 247 , 1 know little of the laws of duel. 

3 Any contest between two persons or parties. 
1591 Sylvester Du Bartas 1. iii. 802 If he [Aconite] finde 
our bodies fore-possest With other Poyson . . with his Rivall 
enters secret Duel. 1612-13 Bp. Hall Contempl. , N. T. 11. 
ui (Christ tempted), This duel was for us. 1671 Milton 
P. R. 1. 173 Victory and triumph to the Son of God Now 
entering his great duel. 1781 Cowper Convers- 84 Preserve 
me from.. A duel in the form of a debate. 1839 Alison 
Hist. Europe (1849-50) VII. xlii. § 27. no It was a duel 
between France and England, and France had succumbed. 
x888 Pall Mall G. 1 Aug. 1/1 The duel between Mr. 
Parnell and Mr. Chamberlain hardly came up to general 
expectation. 

; 4. Comb., as duel-cut , - trial . 

' 2631 in Cobbett St. Trials, Ld. Uchiltrie III. 474 If his 
majesty is pleased to admit torture before a duel-trial the 


pannel is ready . . to bear out the torture. 1871 Carlylf. in 
Mrs. C.’s Lett. 1. 33 Big German refugee, .scarred with 
duel-cuts. 

Duel (difir el': , v. [f . prec. sb. : cf. med .L. due Hare. ] 
1. intr. To fight a duel; to engage in single 
combat. Also to duel it. 

c 1643 Vox Turiuris 8 Dimicare, to duell or fight, a x66i 
Fuller Worthies 1. '(16621 179 The thirty English, who for 
the honour of the Nation, undertook to duel with as many 
Britons. <2x679 Earl Orrery Guzman 1, Nay, if you will 
duel it, you shall do it without Seconds. 1793 S. Rogers 
Poems , Written for Mrs. Siddons 99 The Sires . . Knelt for 
a look, and duelled for a smile. x886 W. j. Tucker E. 
Europe 61 ‘ We duel a great deal, and must be ready, on the 
slightest provocation, to defend our honour'. 

1 2. trans . To encounter in a duel or combat. 
a 1639 Cleveland Gen. Poems , etc. (1677) 152 This is an 
H eresie where you stand alone, and . . with your single Valour 
duel an Army. 1698 B. F. Modest Censure 31 Dr. Whitby 
and Mr. Norris, who have duell’d one another about the 
Love of the Creature. 1703 Maundrell Journ. Jerus. 
(172x1 38 The Stage on which St. George duell’d and kill’d 
the Dragon. 

t to. To overcome or kill in a duel. Obs . 

X673O, Walker Educ. 60 How many have bin murthered, 
more duelled, upon play-quarrels ! <2x716 South Serm. 

(1737) II. vi. 215 He might so fashionably and genteelly .. 
have been duelled or fluxed into another world. 

Hence Dwelling ppl a. 

1837 Ht. M artineau Soc. A mer. 3 II. 58, I was talking 
over the correspondence with a duelling gentleman. 

Duel, obs. f. Dole sb.~, grief; obs. f. Dwell. 
Dueliche, duelie, obs. forms of Duly. 
f Duellary, a. Obs . rare. [f. L. duell-um (see 
Duel) + -ary,] Relating to duels or duelling. 

x6i3~x8 Daniel Coll. Hist. Eng. (1626) 38 No more then 
would the Lumbards forsake their duellary Lawes in Italy. 

f Duella*tion. Obs. rare. [n. of action f. med.L. 
duelldre to Duel.] Combat of two antagonists. 

1502 Ord. Crysten Men (W. de W. 1506) iv. xxi. 250 
Torneys duellaeyon or the fight of two men. 

Dueller, dueler (dizrebi). [f. Duel v.] 

1. One who duels ; a duellist. 

1628 Earle Microcosm., Sceptick in Relig. (Arb.) 67 His 
conscience interposes itself betwixt Duellers. 1741 Richard- 
son Pamela II. 297, I have been accused as a Dueller, 
and now as a Profligate. 1842 Miall in Nonconf. II. 81 
Gamesters, duelers, adulterers, scoffers, the foes of God and 
the pests of men. 

Jig. 1 668 Drydkn Evening's Love hi. 1, These perpetual 
talkers, disputants,, .and duellers of the tongue ! 

2. A duelling pistol or revolver. 

1836 E. Howard R. Reefer xxxvii, His long-barrelled 
Manton duellers. 

Duelling, dueling (d»7*elir)), vbl. sb , [f. as 

prec. + -jng *.] The fighting of duels. 

1634 W. Mountaguk Devout Ess. 11. xi. § 3 (R.) I have 
character’d this spirit of duelling as ugly and deform’d as 
I could. 17x1 Hearne Collect. (Oxf. Hist. Soc.) III. 163 
The House of Commons have brought in a Bill to prevent 
Duelling and make it Felony. 1837 Buckle Civiltz. I. ix. 
584 Duelling has from the beginning been more popular in 
France than in England. 

attrib. 1697 Collier Ess. Mor. Subf 1. (1703) 143 Religion 
will not endure the duelling principle. 2842 S. Lover 
Handy Andy iii, Engaged in cleaning the duelling pistols, 
t Due ‘llion. Obs. rare. [ad. med.L. due Him- em 
= due Ilium, duellum. ] A duel. 

1728 Rawlinson Hist. Sir J. P err oft 228 The recital of 
privat Quarrells, Duellions, or contentions, 
t Du*ellisni. Obs. rare. [f. Duel + -ism ; prob. 
after duellist.] A duel, contest between two. 

c 1609 Donne Let. to Sir H. G. Wks. (Alford) VI, 3x3 
Those single Duellisms between Rome and England, 
Duellist, duelist (dizrelist). Also 7 dualist, 
[f. Duel sb. + -ist ; prob, after F. duelliste (16- 
17th c. in Hatz.-Darm.), ad. It. duell ist al] 
One who fights duels, or practises duelling. 

1592 Shaks. Rom. <$• Jnl. n. iv. 33 He fights as you sing 
pricksong, keeps time, distance, and proportion, he rests 
his minum, one, two, and the third in your bosom : the 
very butcher of a silk button, a Dualist, a Dualist. x6x6 
B. Jonson Epigr. 1. xlviii, He hath no honour lost, our 
Duellists say. 1733 Hanway Trav. (1762) II. 1. i 2 Many 
worthy men have been in the sad case of the surviving 
duellist. 1813 Scott Guy M. xvi, What I have written 
will not avail, .the professed duellist. 
fig. 1676 Boyle A Icali Acidum vii. Wks. 1772 IV. 291 
The Duellists (or the two jarring principles of alkali and 
acidum . Ibid.passim. 1706 in Phillips (ed. Kersey). 1836 
Froude His*. Eng. II. xi. 499 The blind wrestling of con- 
troversial duellists. 

Hence Buellrstic a., pertaining to a duellist. 
1873 H. Curwen Hist. Booksellers 147 He escaped all duel- 
listic dangers. x88t World 12 Jan. 6 Mr. Irving’s duellistic 
performance as Fabian dei Franchi. 

+ Birellize, v. Obs. [f. Duel + -ize ] intr. 
To engage in a duel or combat 
1632 Vicars JEneid v. (N.), The furious duellizing chariots 
swift Burst from their hounds, x66x K. W . Conf. Charac., 
Courtier (i860; 22 That makes him so duellize and quarrell 
for the one. a 1693 Urquhart Rabelais m. xlii. 350 The 
Lists of a Duellizing Engagement. 

|| Duello (d*ze*D). [It. ((Iz/e-lltfWDuEL.] 

1. Duelling, as a custom having its laws and 
rules ; the established code of duellists. 

2588 Shaks. L. L L.i. ii. J85 The Passado hee respects 
not, the Duello he regards not. a 1613 Overbury A Wife 
(1638) 243 But observes not the lawes of the^ Duello. 1842 
S. Lover Handy A ndy iii , The most accomplished regulator 
of the duello. X863 H. Kingsley A. Elliot , Under the 
infernal, devil-invented system of the duello. 


+ 2. A duel {lit. and figl). Obs. 
x6x2 Field Woman a Weathercock 11. in Hazl. Dodsley 
XI. 44 Setting this duello of wit aside. <2x625 Fletcher 
Nice Valour m. ii, And spurn out the duelloes out o’ th* 
kingdom. 1826 Scott Woodst. xxv. None shall fight 
duellos here. 

Duelly, duely, duelye, obs. forms of Duly. 
Duelsome (di 2 rels#m), a. [f. Duel sb., after 
quarrelsome. ] Given or inclined to duelling. 

1840 Thackeray Paris Sk.-book ii. (1872) 21 Being incor- 
rigibly duelsome on his own account. 

Dueness (dizrnes). [f. Due a. + -ness.] The 
quality of being due : in various senses of the adj. 

1621 W. Sclater Tythes (1623) 153 There is.. a Paro- 
chicall or particular duenesse of Tithes. 1646 Ord. Lords 
4- Com. Susp. Tryers 9 The duenesse of their election. 
1631 Baxter Inf. Bapt. 175 The promise determineth of 
the dueness of the reward. The threatening determineth of 
the dueness of the Penalty. <? 1679 T. Goodwin Exp. 1 
Eph. Wks. 1. 11. 199 When God had dissolved that dueness, 
that debt, (as I may call it,) that obligation. x86a Ruskin 
Unto this LaH 98 The.. dueness of wages. <2x866 J. 
Grot® Exam. Utilit. Philos, viii. (1870) 142 The rational 
recognition of duty or dueness. 

Duenna itii^e-na). Also 7 douegna, 8 
duegna, dnena. [Sp, duefia (dwe*n y a), formerly 
spelt dtienna, married lady, mistress (fem. of duetto 
master) L. domina lady, mistress.] 

1. a. The chief lady in waiting upon the queen 
of Spain, to. An elderly woman, occupying a 
position between governess and companion, and 
having charge over the girls of a Spanish family. 

1668 R. L’Estrange Vis. Quev. (1708) 64 I am call’d (says 
she) Douegna, or Madam the Gouvernante. x68x Dryden 
Sp. Friar 1. ii, Enter Elvira’s Duenna, and whispers to 
her. 1713 C’tess D’Anois Wks. 141 One of my Lady 
Constable’s Duegna’s desir’d to speak with her. 1761^. 
Walpole Lett, to Mann 10 Sept. (1857) III. 43s Kitty 
Dash wood., living in the palace as Duenna to the queen. 
183a W. Irving Alhambra I. 203 The Princesses hung 
round their old duenna, and coaxed, and entreated. 

2. Any elderly woman whose duty it is to watch 
over a young one ; a chaperon. 

1708 Mrs. Centlivre Busie Body 11. ii. You are her 
duenna. 2820 W. Irving Sketch Bk. <1859) rxx There is no 
duenna so rigidly prudent, and inexorably decorous, as a 
superannuated coquette. 1827 Scott Jrnl. 18 Jan., He 
used . to have a duenna of a housekeeper to sit in his study 
with him while he wrote. 1877 Rita Vivienne vi. i, Her 
home is guarded by a dragon-like duenna. 

3. Comb., as duenna-like adj. 

2802 H Martin Helen of Glenross I. 188, I never had 
Duenna-like talents. 

Hence {nonce- wdsl) Bue2madom, the realm of 
duennas; Duennaship, the position or office of 
a dnenna; Buesma-ish, Bn.enn.esq.ne adfs., like 
or characteristic of a duenna. 

1821 Examiner 205/1 Her voice and eye were, .not at 
all Duenna-ish. 1876 Besant & Rice Gold . Butterfly III, 
x 23 The ancient dames of duennadom may purse their 
withered lips, x88r Duffield Don Quix . III. xxxviii. 320 
When the duennesque squadron bad finished coming in. 
2884 Hunter & Whyte My Ducats 4- My Dau . xi, (1885) 
154 Camilla’s aunt, .regulated Mr. Arden’s household affairs, 
and exercised a shadowy duemiaship over his daughter. 

Duer, var. Dower sb. 1 Obs., burrow. 

Duerch, Duergh, Duerwe, Duery, ohs. 
forms of Dwarf. 

Duere, rare obs. form of Dear afl 
Duesse : see Dewess, goddess. 

Dn©t, duett (di«ie*t), sb. [ad. Tt. duetto : 
see below.] A musical composition lor two voices 
or two performers. 

1740 Dyche & Pardon, Duet. 1737 (title) Apollo’s Cabinet 
. . an accurate Collection of English and Italian Songs, 
Cantatas, and Duetts. 1797 Mrs. Radcliffe Italian i, 
(1826) xoThey. .opened the serenade with a duet. X884 F. 
M. Crawford Rom. Singer I. 47 You can. .take me to her 
house to sing duets, as part of her lesson. 

transf. 1840 Dickens Barn. Rudge xxii. When Miggs had 
finished her solo, her mistress struck in again, and the two 
together performed a duet. 1876 Miss Braddon J. Hag- 
gard's Dau. II. 92 The two young women performed a 
sobbing duet. 1890 Daily News 13 Sept. 3/1 Two sisters. . 
wore recently an original duet of gowns in these colours. 

attrib. and Comb. 1819 Metropolis I. 156 Your duet 
singer. 1836 Syd. Smith Mem. (1855) II. 383. I have fallen 
into the duet life, and it seems to do very well. 

Due*t, -ett, v. [f. prec.] intr. To perform a 
duet. 

1822 Byron Let. to Moore 12 July, You can spare time 
from duetting. 1879 G. Meredith Egoist II. ii. 29 As 
accordantly coupled . . as a drum duetting with a bass-viol. 

Duete(e, -ie, y(e, obs. forms of Duty. 
Buettist (dizzie'tist). [f. Duet sb. + -ist ; cf. 
soloist .] One who takes part in a duet. 

1876 J. Gould Letter-press Printer 100 Mr. and Mrs. J. 
H. will be the duettist s. 1887 Daily News 8 July 3/7 Well 
known in music-hall circles as a duettist and dancer. 

II Duettino (duettrno). [It. : dim. of duetto 
Duet.] ‘ A duet of short extent and concise form’ 
(Grove Diet. Music 1879). 

*839 Longf. Hyperion iv. iv, Ariettas and duettinos suc- 
ceed each other, 1842 Musical World XVII. 83/3 {title) 
Three Duettinos for the Cornet h Pistons. 

II Duetto (d«e*tt<ri. [It. duetto, dim. of duo 
a duet : see Duo.] = Duet ; also transf. 

1724 Short Explic. For. Words in Music Bks. ( Stanf.) 
Duett i, or duetto , are little Songs or Airs in two Parts. 


DUFF. 


706 


BUG-. 


1731 Mrs. Pendarves in Mrs. Dclanfs Life $■ Corr. 275 
They agreed to sing a duetto out of y e Beggars’ Opera. 
1815 W, H. Ireland Scribbleomania 55 note. The literary 
pretensions of this once metrical and corresponding duetto. 
1820 Scott Mowist xvfii, ' 1 'hey then . . set off in a sort of 
duetto, enumerating the advantages of the situation. 

Buff (dzff), sbJ [orig. a northern pronimc. of 
Dough: cf. enough J a. Dough, paste. {dial.) 
b. A flour pudding boiled in a bag ; a dumpling. 

1840 R. H. Dana Bef. Mast iv. 7 To enhance the value 
of the Sabbath to the crew, they are allowed on that day a 
pudding, or, as it is called, a ‘ duff’. 1847-78 Halliwell, 
Duff, dough, paste. North. 0x870 J. P. Robson IVor 
Mally Torned Bloomer (Northumb. Gloss.), Aw wesh’d 
the currans, wey’d the duff. 1872 C. King Mountain. 
Sierra Nev. vii. 139 Crowning the repast with a duff, ac- 
curately globular. 1880 Besant & Rice Seamy Side I. 8 
Two helps of minced veal and two of currant duff. 

Comb. 1883 Chamb . Jrnl 142 The sailors’ duffbags. 
Buff (dw i, sb 2 local. [Possibly the same as 
prec. ; but more prob. onomatopoeic, or associated 
with the sound made in striking a soft spongy 
substance.] 

1 . Sc. a. ‘ The soft or spongy part of a loaf, a 
turnip, a new cheese, etc/ b. * A soft spongy peat ’ 
(Jam.). 

2 . Sc. and U.S. The decaying vegetable matter 
(fallen leaves, etc.) which covers forest ground. 

1844 W. H. Maxwell Sports Adv. Scott, xvi. (1855) 150 
Dung, mixed with duff-mould. 1878 Pop. Sc. Monthly 
XIII. 289 (Cent.) This duff (composed of rotten spruce-trees, 
cones, needles, etc.) has the power of holding water almost 
equal to a sponge. 2886 Rep. Forest Comm. State N. Y. 
102 (Cent.) I have seen the smoke from fires in the duff 
even after the snow has fallen. 

3 . Coal dust or smaller coals, after separation of 
the nuts ; slack, dross. Also duff coal. 

31865 Jevons Coal Quest . (1866) 363 We could hardly pro- 
hibit the burning of duff and slack coal on the colliery heaps. 
1867 W. W. Smyth Coal fy Coal-mining 248 The extended 
use .. of slack and the smaller varieties of screened coal 
(pease and duff). 1887 Pall Mall G. 2 Nov. 61 One ton 
of common duff coal, .has generated as much steam as two 
tons of good bituminous coal. 1892 [see Dross sb. 2 b]. 
Buff (dtff), v. $lan° or colloq. [A word of 
thieves’ slang. Evidently closely related to Duffer 
sb . 1 from which (appearing so much later) it may 
be a back-formation.] 

1 . tram. To dress or manipulate (a thing) fraudu- 
lently, so as to make it look like new or to give it 
the appearance of something which it is hot ; to 

* fake up \ 

C1838 J. Vaill in Mem. (1839) 26 My pillow was a duffed 
great coat. 1870 W. B. Sanders in 31st Rep. Dep. Keeper 
Public Rec. p. vi, Some of these.. MSS. were so very bad 
that it would have been impossible to duff them. 1892 Edin. 
Evening News 3 Mar. 2 A good deal of the old plate was 

* duffed ’. 

2 . {Australia). To alter the brands on (stolen 
cattle); to steal (cattle), altering the brands. 

1869 E. C. Booth Another Eng. 138 The man who owned 
the ‘duffing paddock ’ was said to have a knack of altering 
cattle brands. 1881 Ckeq. Career 306 In such districts 
‘duffing’ cattle is thought rather a smart thing to do. 
1890 Boldrewood SqnatteYs Dream xiv. 162 He’d think 
more of duffing a red heifer than all the money in. the 
country. 

3 . To cheat, do out 0/* fraudulently. 

1863 Sala Capt. Dangerous III. ix. 305 Allowing him to 
duff me out of a few score pieces at the game of Lansquenet. 
Hence Du'ffing vbl. sb . ; also at t rib. 

1851 Mayhevv Loud. Labour I. 380 ‘ Duffing * and all that 
is going down fast. 1858 Fonblanque Life $ Labours (1874) 
279 Duffing.. is the art of giving such a gloss and air of 
novelty to old clothes as to pass them off for new. 1869 
[see 2]. 1881 Cheq. Career 329 ‘Cattle-duffing’ and free- 
bootery. 1889 Boldrewood Robbery under A rms (18901 27 
It was a duffing yard, sure enough. 

II Buffada’r. E. Indies. [Pers. and Urdu 
dafazdar a subaltern of cavalry.] ‘ A 

petty officer of native police ; and in regiments of 
Irregular Cavalry, a non-commissioned officer 
corresponding in rank to a corporal * (Yule). 

x8oo Wellington Disp. (1844) L 209 (Stanf.) 2 k pagodas 
for a maistry or duffadar. 1892 Pall mall G. 15 Mar. 5/3 
Two native officers, two Kote Duffadars, and three others. 

Duffel, duffle (dzrfl). Also 7-8 duffield, 
7-9 duffil. [Named from Duffel, a town of Bra- 
bant, between Antwerp and Mechlin.] 

1. A coarse woollen cloth having a thick nap or 
frieze. 

1677 Plot Oxfordsh . 279 These Duffields, so called from 
a Town in Brabant, where the trade of them first began . . 
otherwise called shags, and by the Merchants, trucking 
cloth. _ 1693 Bond. Gaz. No. 2914/4 Broad-Cloths, Serges 
half thicks, Duffils, Kerseys, c 1695 J. Miller Descr. N. 
York (1843) 42 Indian goods, as duffels, shirts. 1769 De 
Foe’s Tour Gt. Brit. II. 283 Witney.. They likewise make 
here the Duffield Stuffs, a Yard and three Quarters wide, 
which are carried to New-England and Virginia, and much 
worn even here in Winter. 1802 Wordsvv. Alice Fell 53 
Let it be of duffil grey. 1856 Mrs. Carlyle Lett. II. 289 
If you weren't # satisfied with the duffle. 1864 Carlyle 
Fredk. Gt. xi. iv. (1865) IV. 66 Muffled-up in a dressing- 
gown of coarse blue duffel. 

2 . U.S. Change of flannels; personal effects 
taken by a sportsman or camper-out. 

*884 G. W. Sears Woodcraft 4 (Cent.) Every one has gone 
to his chosen ground with too much impedimenta, too much 


duffle. 2889 Anthony’s Phoiogr. Bull. II. 188 His dainty 
craft has room for little beyond her crew and a limited 
amount of duffle. 

3. attrib. Made or consisting of duffel. 

1699 J- Dickenson Jrnl. Trav . 70 He gave each of them 
a Duffel Blanket. S759 G. Washington Writ. 11889) II. 
138 Light duffil Cloak with silver frogs. 2791 Newte Tour 
Eng. iy Scot. 246 Duffle great coats. 1856 Mayhew Rhine 
260 A long grey great-coat like a duffle dressing-gown. 

Buffer (dzrfai), sb. 1 slang. [Connected with 
Duff v. From the date of the words and senses, 
it may be inferred that duffer in senses 1 and 2 
(the relative priority of which is uncertain) is the 
starting-point in Eng. ; that Duff v. is a back- 
formation from this, to express the action of the 
duffer (in a somewhat later application), and that 
sense 3 of the sb. is, in turn, an agent-noun from 
the vb. Cf. also Duffing///. 0 ., and Duffer sb. 2 

I. 1. One who sells trashy goods as valuable, 
upon false pretences, e. g. pretending that they are 
smuggled or stolen, and offered as bargains. 

1756 W. Toldervy Hist. Two Orphans III. 61 These two 
fellows. . are after being duffers, or some such thieves. 1756 
Fielding in Genii . Mag. XXVI. 565 Another set of gamblers 
. . call’d duffers . . invite you to go down some alley, and 
buy some cheap India handkerchiefs. 1781 R. King Mod. 
Loud. Spy 65 One of the people called Duffers, who pretend 
to sell smuggled goods, such as silk handkerchiefs, and 
stockings. 1832 Examiner 268/1 On being searched, a 
complete stock-in-trade of a duffer was found upon him. 
His hat was crammed with rings, brooches, seals, &c. . . 
and a couple of watches, apparently of immense value, .but 
got up in reality for the purposes of fraud. 1844 Dickens 
Mart. Chuz. xxxvii. 1851 Mayhew Land. Labour I. 324 
Duffers, who vend pretended smuggled goods, .also, the 
sellers of sham sovereigns and sham gold rings for wagers. 

2. A pedlar or hawker : see quots. 

[1763 Sir S. T. Janssen Smuggling laid open 19 These 
Duffers supply the Hawkers, who carry it about the Town, 
and sell it to the Consumers.] 1795 F'ortn, Ramble 22 You 
have been dealing with a duffer . . they carry none but the 
worst of wares, and charge three times the value of them. 
1847-78 Haluwell, Duffer, a pedlar; applied exclusively 
to one who sells women’s clothes. South. 1884 S. Dowell 
Hist. Taxation III. 1. 1, iii. 38 A class of persons termed 
‘duffers’, ‘packmen’, or ‘Scotchmen’, and sometimes 
* tallymen \ traders who go rounds with samples of goods, 
and take orders for goods afterwards to be delivered . .These 
duffers were numerous in Cornwall. 

II. 3. [f. Duff v. i, 2 .] a. One who ‘fakes 
np * sham articles, b. ( Australia ) One who ‘ duffs * 
cattle. 

2851 Mayhew Long.. Labour (1861) II. 70 The * Duffer’ 
in English birds disguises them so that they shall look like 
foreigners. 1 889 Boldrewood R obbery under A rms (1890) 
32 No cattle-duffer in the colonies could have had a better 
pair of mates. 2890 — Col. Reformer xxv. 352 What’s a 
little money, .if your children grow up duffers aad planters? 

Birffer, sbl 2 colloq. and slang. 

[The evident association of the word with Duffing ppl. a., 
*a duffer’ being -‘a duffing fellow*, ‘a duffing coin or 
article 1 , appears to connect the word with Duff v. I t is 
possible, though our quots. do not show it, that the applica- 
tion to things, e. g. to a counterfeit or base coin, is the earlier, 
and that the term was thence transferred to a man who is 
similarly ‘no good’. Less probable, though not out of the 
question, are the suggestions that a duffer is a man of duff 
or dough, or ‘ spongy substance ’ (see Duff sb. 1 , /), or that 
the word is the same as Sc. duffar ■, duffart * a blunt stupid 
person dofar *, doofart , dowfart, * a dull heavy-headed 
inactive fellow 1 (Jamieson).] 

1. colloq. A person who proves to be without 
practical ability or capacity ; one who is incapable, 
inefficient, or useless in his business or occupation ; 
the reverse of an adept or competent person. Also 
more generally, a stupid or foolish person. 

2842 Ld. Houghton Let. in Wemyss Reid Life (1891) I. 
284, I do not think him the mere duffer that most people 
make him out. 01845 Hood tO.), ‘ Duffers 1 (if I may use 
a slang term which has now become classical, and which 
has no exact equivalent in English proper) are generally 
methodical and old. 2873 Black Pr. Thule xxv. <D„), ‘Do 
you get /800 for a small picture? . ‘ Well, no . * but then 

1 am a duffer 2887 Miss Braddon Like Unlike xvii, I 
was always a duffer at dancing. 1889 J. K. Jerome Three 
Men in Boat 271 * Is it all right ?’ * Lovely ,. You are 
duffers not to come in.’ 2891 A. Lang Angling Sketches 8 
Next to being an expert, it is well to be a contented duffer. 

2. slang. A counterfeit coin or article ; any article 
that is ‘ no good \ Cf. Duff v. i. 

1875 Jevons Money xxi. 289 The cheques, bills [etc J are 
regarded by thieves as ‘ duffer *, with which they dare not 
meddle. 1876 World V. No. 215. 19 He had purchased a 
veritable ‘ duffer ’ and could get no redress. 1882 Standard 

2 Sept. 5/3 The [picture] gallery of a wealthy but uncritical 
collector came to the hammer, when, .nine-tenths of it were 
adjudged to consist of * duffers ’. 2889 Answers 29 June 66/ 1 
(Farmer) If the note is a genuine one the water-mark will 
then stand out plainly. If a duffer it will almost disappear. 

3. Australian Mining. A claim or mine which 
proves unproductive. 

1862 T. McCombie Austral . Sk. 293 It was a terrible 
duffer anyhow, every ounce of gold got from itcost £20 I’ll 
swear. 2864 Rogers New Rush n. 33 Reposing here, the 
son of quartz and clay Forgets the duffer he has sunk 
to day. 2890 Melbourne Argus 9 Aug. 4/6 We struck the 
reef at Christmas, but it was a duffer. 

Hence {nonce-wds.) Birffer dom, Dirfferism, 
the style, character, or condition of a duffer. 

1893 Field 20 June 832/ir There is no wilful misconduct, 
but only hopeless dufferism. 1895 Tablet 20 July 96 
Aspirations to escape from dufferdom. 


Duffer, sb$, variant of Doffer. 

2893 Westm. Gaz. 22 Apr. 3/1 There are two classes of 
children employed, called cagers and duffers ; little children, 
boys and girls, who assist the spinners. 2894 Dundee 
Advertiser 27 Aug. 4. These included preparers, as they are 
called. .stainers. .duffers. . reelers . and weavers. 

Btrffier* v. Australian Mining, [f. Duffer 
sb.' 2 3.J intr. Of a mine : To prove a ‘ duffer be- 
come unproductive or exhaustive, give out. Also fig. 

2885 Finch- Hatton Advance Australia 279 The lode 
had ‘duffered out ’, and. -it was useless to continue work- 
ing. 2890 Boldrewood Miner’s Right vi. 58 ‘ So you're 
duffered out again, Harry ! ’ she said. 

Buffing (dtf'fig),///. a. slang, [f. Duff vi] 

1 . That passes off a worthless article as valuable. 

2862 Land. Herald 27 Dec. (Farmer) Houses.. run up by 

the * duffing ’ builder, merely for sale. 

2 . Counterfeit, rubbishy and offered as valuable. 

2851 Mayhew Loud, Labour (1861) II. 19 Dealers in 
‘duffing fiddles’. These are German-made instruments, 
and are sold to the Street-folk at 2 s. 6 d, or 3^. each. 2873 
Junes J an. (Fanner) We know now that so called ‘duffing* 
jewellery is scattered far and wide. 1883 Sword <$• Trowel 
July 355 ‘ Duffing’ canaries, or painted sparrows. 

3 . Incompetent, inept, stupid, duffer-like. 

2882 J. Grant Cameronians I. iii. 39 A little brilliant 
singing, which Hew .. secretly stigmatised as ‘the most 
duffing caterwauling !‘ 

Duffle : see Duffel. 

Duffous, obs. form of Dovehouse. 

Dufftail, duftail: see Dovetail. 

Bufoil (du/’foil). Her. [f. L. duo two + Foil 
leaf ; cf. trefoil, cinquefoil.] A two-Laved flower; 
the plant 1 way blade {Lis ter a ovata). 

2688 R. Holme A rmoury u. iv. §2,58 He beareth Argent, 
a Dufoile or Twyfoile, Vert, flowered, Purpure. The 
Flower Is like that which we commonly call 'Dogs tones, . 
. . but more spireing. 2889 Elvin Heraldry Gloss,, Dufoil, 
or Twyfoil , having only two leaves. 

Bufrenite (di^fre-nsit). Min . [Named 1833 
after M. Dufrenoy, a French mineralogist.] Hy- 
drous phosphate of iron, occurring in dull-greenish 
nodules and fibrous masses. 

1850 Dana Min. 450 Dufrenite. 

Bufrenoysite (di£frenoi*zoit). Min. [Named 
1845 after M. Dufrenoy : see prec.] An arsenical 
sulphuret of lead, occurring in highly modified 
prisms, of grey colour and metallic lustre. 

2848 Amer. Jrnl. Sc. Ser. it. V, 268 Dufrenoysite is an 
arsenical sulphuret of lead. 1868 .Dana Min. 92. 

!! Bllfber (dtrftai). E. Indies. Also 8 -nr. 
[Arab., Pers., UrduJJxs.} dafiar record, register, 
ad. Gr. Supdipa skin.] a. A bundle of official 
papers ; a register, record, b. A business office. 

1776 Trial of Joseph Fcnoke 18/1 The said Kialanders 
entered false records in the Duftur. 1803 Wellington 
Disp. (1844) I. 761 1 Stanf.), I refer you to the papers upon 
this subject, which you will doubtless find in the dufter. 
2827 M. Wilks Hist. Sk.S. Ind. xxv. II. 33 The business of 
the treasury was conducted in two dufters or departments. 

Bug (d»g), sb. 1 Also 6-7 dugge. [Not known 
before 16th c. : origin obscure. Perh. radically 
connected with Sw. dwgga, Da. dcegge to suckle (a 
child).] The pap or udder of female mammalia ; 
also the teat or nipple ; usually in reference to 
suckling. As applied to a woman’s breast, now 
contemptuous. 

1530 Palsgr, 280/1 Tete, pappe, or dugge, a womans 
brest. 2583 Stanyhurst ASneis 1. (Arb. 1 34 Her dug with 
platted gould rybband girded about her. 2592 Shaks. 
Yen. # Ad. 875 Like a milch doe, whose swelling dugs do 
ache. 1607 Topsell Four-f. Beasts (1658) 519 The number 
of young Pigs . , I finde to be so many as the Sow hath 
dugs for. 02628 Preston New Covt. pi 6 ^o\ 477 The 
promises are full of comfort as a dugge is full of milke. 
17x3 Derham PAys. Tkeol. 1 v. xv. 256 With Duggs and 
Nipples placed in the most convenient part of the Body of 
each Animal. 1878 H. M. Stanley Dark Cont. II. iii. 75 
The enormous dugs which hung down from the bosoms of 
the women. 

b. transf. and /Fy. 

1670 Lassels Voy. Italy I. 131 Lye hidden a while, at 
the dug of the booke. 2774 Goldsm. Natl Hist (1776) 
VII. 253 Nature has supplied this animal [spider] with. . 
five dugs or teats for spinning it into thread. 1866 B. 
Taylor Poems, Mondamin, The savage dugs of fable, 
f c. Dug-tree, an old name of the Papaw-tree 
( Carica Papaya), apparently from the milky juice 
exuded by all parts of the tree when wounded. 

1640 Parkinson Tkeair. Bot xvii. cxxix. 1649 Manoera 
was At Jemma* The male and female Dugge tree, 
t Dug, sb. 2 Obs. Angling. A kind of red worm 
used as a bait. More fully called dug-worm. 

2607 Topsell Serpents (1658) 811 Some are red, (which 
we Englishmen call Dugs). 1653 Walton Angler iv. 93 
Others [breed] amongst or of plants, as the dug worm. 2674 
N. Cox Gentl. Recreat. iv, 11677) 60 Baits for the Angler ; 
the Earth-worm, the Dug-worm, the Maggot or Gentle. 

Buff (d vg), ppl. a. [pa. pple. of Dig v.] Ob- 
tained by digging, excavated, thrust into something, 
etc. : see the verb. 

1715 Leoni Palladio's A rchit. (1742'' I- 4 AH dug Stones 
are better, than gather’d ones. 2885 Tennyson Balm 4 * 
Balan Wks. (1894) 374/2 Now with slack rein. .Now with 
dug spur. . he rode. 2892 A. E. Lee Hist. Columbus (Ohio) 
1 . 29 Several excavations or ‘ dughoies from which material 
. .seems to have been taken. 
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Dugarde : see Dieu-garde. 

BugepereSj corrupt f. Douzepers, Obs. 
f Duggishly, adv. Obs. notice- wd. [f. *duggisk 
adj. (f. Dug sb.i +-ish) + -ly*.] 
i6ii Cotgr., Mammellemeni , duggishly, breast-fashion, 
pap-like. 1653 Urquhart Rabelais 1. vii. (1694) 24 This 
point hath been found duggishly scandalous. 
fDuggy, a. Obs. rare ~ [f. Dug sb. 1 + -y.] 

x6xx Cotgr., Tetassier. .duggie, hauing great, -dugs. 

Dughtie, -y, obs. forms of Doughty. 

Dugion, obs. form of Dudgeon jA 1 
f D llgOH. Sc. Obs . Also 6 dogone. [perh., 
as Jamieson suggests, a. F. dogiiin * a filthie great 
old curre’ Cotgr., dim. of dogue dog.] A worth- 
less fellow : a term of contempt. 

1508 Dunbar Tua Mariit Wemen 458 Thir damysellis. . 
That dogonis haldis in dainte, and delis with thaiin so 
lang. 1820 Hogg Wint. Even. T. I. 292 (Jam.) When ane 
comes to close quarters wi’ him, he’s but a dugon. 

Duffong (du'gpq). [a. Malay name duyong . 

Barcrtewitz, 1751, gives dugung as the name in the Philip- 
pine isle of Leyte; this was adopted 1765 by BuflFon 
{Hist. Nat. XIII. 374) as dugon, and by Gmelm, Linn. 
Sysf. Nat. ed. 13, 1788, as dugong .] 

A large aquatic herbivorous mammal ( Halicore 
dugong , order Sirenia ) inhabiting the Indian seas. 

1800 G. Shaw Gen.Zool. 1. 239 Trichecus Dugong (GmeE). 
Dugon (Buffon\ Indian Walrus (Pennant Quadr.). This 
species, in the Philippine Islands, is said to be called by the 
name of Dugung. i 8 zo Sir S. Raffles in Phil. Trans. 
CX. 174 (title) Some account of the Dugong. Ibid. r8o The 
Malays, .distinguish two varieties, the duyong bamban, and 
the duyong bantal ; the latter much thicker and shorter in 
proportion. 2835 Kirby Had. 4- Inst. Anim. II, xxiv. 496 
The Dugong . . is the only animal yet known that grazes at 
the bottom of the sea. 1849 Sk. Nat. Hist., Mammalia 
III. 126 We have .. alluded to the dugong or duyong, 
and the lamantin. .belonging to the pachydermatous order. 
1889 H. H. Romilly Verandah in N. Guinea 189 On the 
surface of the water there were several dugong asleep. 

Dug-out 9 ppl . a. and sb. [See Dug ppl. a., 
and dig out , Dig v. i 3 b.] 

A. ppl. a. Hollowed out by digging, excavated. 

1886 Athenseum 24 Apr. 556/3 In some cases the station 

was completely insulated, and reached only by means of 
dug-out canoes. 1887 Archeeologia L. 370 Dug-out boats 
of more or less rude construction. 1889 Spectator 14 Dec. 
838 Ordinary dug-out canals like that of Suez. 

B. sb. (chiefly U. S.) 1 . A canoe made by 

hollowing out the trunk of a tree. 

1819 J. A. Quitman in Clairborne Life (i860) I. 42 At 
Wheeling .. we purchased a small canoe, called here a 
‘ dug-out *, or ‘ man-drowner ’. 1839 Marryat Diary Amer. 
Ser. 1. II. 57 We had no boat with us, not even a dug-out. 
1887 A rcheologia L. 370 Ship-building, .of a very superior 
kind to these rude dug-outs. 

2 . A rough kind of dwelling formed by an 
excavation in the ground (usually in a slope or 
bank), roofed with turf, canvas, etc. 

1881 Chicago Times 16 Apr., Instead of ‘dug-outs* on the 
prairies, he found the farmers living in large, handsome 
frame houses. 1883 leisure Hour 281/2 The Kansas 
1 dug-outs * consist . . of a square hole dug in the ground, 
roofed either by a canvas waggon-cloth or.. with sods. 
Duhti, obs. form of Doughty. 

II Duiker, duyker (dsrko-i). [Du. duiker 
(dzw’kor) MDu. dilker = Ger. taucher ducker or 
diver : see Ducker L] In full, duikerbok : A small 
South African antelope, Cephalopus mergens; so 
called from its habit of plunging through the 
bushes when pursued. 

1777 G. Forster Voy. round World I. 84 The duyker or 
diving antelope .. is not yet sufficiently known. 1786 
Sparrman Voy. Cape G. H. II. 224 As for the duyker-bok, 
or diving goat, I have only had a single glimpse of it. 1834 
Pringle Afr. Sk. 23 And the duiker at my tread Sudden 
lifts his startled head. 1895 Longm. Mag. July 263 Dainty 
steinboks and_ timid duykers .. began to feed. 

Bull, duill, obs. or Sc. forms of Dole sb. 2 , grief. 
Duillie, Sc. form of. Bolt Obs., doleful. 

Buir, -e, obs. Sc. forms of Door, Bure a., hard. 
+ Duistre. Obs. rare . [a. AF. duistre, var. of 
OF. duitre (obj. case duitor) :—L. diictor , diictorem, 
leader.] A leader, conductor. 

*393 Gower Con/. I. 76 (Fairf. MS.) That J>ei he Duistres 
of pe weie. 

t Du'ity. Obs. rare. [f. L. duo two ; after 
unity i] Twofold nature or condition; duality. 

1645 M. Casaubon Orig. Temp. Evils 16 Plutarch . . 
writeth, that he the said Pythagoras called ..the unity, God ; 
and the. .duitie daemon. [Cf. 1642 H. More Life of Soul 
xxvi. 7 But he [Daemon ]’s the fount of foul duality.] 

Duk, duke, obs. Sc. forms of Duck. 

Duke (di£k), sb. Forms: 2-6 due, (3 dux), 
3-4 duk, 4- duke. (Also 3-5 duyk, 3-6 duok, -e, 
4 douk,-e, douc, deuk, 5 dukke, dwk, -0, doke, 
doyk, duche, 5-6 dewke, duque, duce, Sc. 
duik.) [ME. due , duk, a. F. due, in OF. nora. dux, 
dues, dus (li-i2th c. in Littre), early ad. L. dux, 
duc-em, leader, commander, general. (If the Latin 
word had come down in OF., its form would have 
been dots, doix : cf. croix, noix, OF. crois, nois 
L. crucem , nucemf] 

1 1 . A leader ; a leader of an army, a captain or 
general ; a chief, ruler. Obs. 
c 1205 Lay. 264 pe 3et leouede Asscani, J>e on pan londe 


was due. Ibid. 268 pa sende Asscani, Je wes lauerd and 
dux. at 300 Cursor M. 17979 Sathan duke of deep 
& pry nee of helle. c 1380 Wyclif Sel. Wks. I. 340 A 
duk pat shal reule my folk of Israel. Ibid. III. 137 Jesus 
Crist duke of our batel. 2383 — Ps. lxxix. 10 [lxxx. 9] 
Duke of the weie thou were in his si3t. 1398 Trevisa Barth. 
De P. R. xvm. iii. (1495) 749 The ramme that is duke and 
defender of other shepe. 1430-40 Lydg. Bochas vii. ix. (1554) 
173 a, Duke Moses, by god was made their gyde. c 1449 
Pecock Repr. iv. vii. 460 Dukis and reulers of the chirche. 
1460 Capgrave Chron. 237 The Comones risen ageyn the 
kyng and the lordes . . Her duke was Wat Tyler, a proude 
knave and malapert. 1533 Bellenden Livy iv. (1822) 339 
Na man may be callit duke, bothe alanerlie be quhais arise 
the army is led. 1591 Sylvester Du Bart as 1. i. 346 The 

S eat Duke, that (in dreadful aw) Upon Mount Horeb 
irn’d th’ eternall Law. [1869 Daily News 26 Jan., Now-a- 
days Dukes do not lead. Dux a non ducendo is the true 
political etymology of the title.] 

b. Rendering L. dux, a provincial military 
commander, under the later emperors. 

1653 Needham tr. Selden's Marc Cl. 234 The Counts or 
Dukes of the Midland parts and the Count of the Sea-Coast 
or Saxon Shore, had distinct charges. 1781 Gibbon Decl. 
4* F. xvii. II. 44 Under their orders thirty-five military 
commanders were stationed in the provinces .. All these pro- 
vincial generals were therefore dukes', but no more than 
ten among them were dignified with the rank of counts or 
companions, a title of honour, or rather of favour, which 
had been recently invented in the court of Constantine. 
2836 Penny Cycl. V. 445/2 Three other principal officers are 
mentioned — the Comes littoris Saxonict per Britanniam . . 
the Comes Britanniarum (Count of Britain), and the Dux 
Britanniarum (Duke of Britain). We have translated the 
words Comes and Dux, by Count and Duke, after Horsley, 
c. In O.T. rendering dux of the Vulgate, 1 
of LXX, in sense * chief or leader of a tribe \ 

1382 Wyclif Gen. xxxvi. 40 Thes thanne the names of the 
dukis [1388 duykis] of Esau, .the duke [ v.r . duyk]Thanna, 
the duke Alua, the duke Jezeth [etc.], .thes the dukys [v.r. 
duykis] of Edom, the dwellers in the loond of his empire. 
[So 1611 and R. V. 2885; Coverd. has ‘prynce, prynces ’.] 
2 . In some European countries: A sovereign 
prince, the ruler of a small state called a duchy. 

Five dukes (with six grand-dukes) rule states included 
in the new German Empire. Two Italian dukes (and one 
grand-duke) remained as rulers of independent states down 
to 1S60. 

(In this sense, the name is partly derived from the late 
Roman use of dux (1 b), partly the English rendering 
(through med.L. dux, F. due, It. due a) of Ger. herzog, 
OHG. herizogo , OE. heretoga, lit. ‘leader of warlike host’. 
Throughout the Frankish empire, the Merovingian kings 
appointed duces to superintend several frontier comitatus 
(the dux being superior to the comes). These duces of 
Aquitaine, Allemama, etc were purely official. But in the 
half of Germany not under the Franks there still existed 
‘dukes’ of another kind. The Teutonic herizogo was 
originally the temporary war-chief of a tribe, as opposed to 
the civil chief or king. He occasionally made himself 
permanent head of the volksstam , while still retaining his 
title (e.g. in Bavaria). In Germany, this class of ‘duke* 
came to an end when Charlemagne destroyed the last 
independent German states. Under the Carolingians, the 
dux was, east and west of the Rhine alike, an official 
ruling a province. But, in the decay of this dynasty, the 
dukes everywhere became hereditary and practically in- 
dependent. Hence came, in the West, the dukes of 
Aquitaine, Burgundy, Normandy, etc. ; in the East, those 
of Franconia, Saxony, Suabia, etc. In France, however, the 
monarchy gradually reabsorbed the duchies, which by 1500 
were all amalgamated with the crown, the title of ‘duke’ 
having become merely that of the highest rank of nobility, 
with no sovereign rights. (See sense 3.) In Germany, on 
the other hand, the Duke of Bavaria or of Saxony was practi- 
cally independent, the emperor having little or no power 
over him. The early Italian duca came direct from the 
CM Teutonic herizogo, the dukes of Benevento and Spoleto 
having been chiefs of Lombard war-bands who carved new 
states out of Roman Italy.. In England, before the Norman 
Conquest, dux was an ordinary translation of ealdorman in 
L. charters ; but did not become vernacular. From the 
Conquest till Edward III, ealdorman or eorl was rendered 
by comes, and dux, due , duk, was known only as a foreign 
title; even William and Robert are known to the Old 
English Chronicle only as ‘earls* of Normandy.) 

[1066 O. E. Chron., Wyllelm eorl of Normandie. 1124 ]?es 
eorles sunu Rotbert of Normandi.] 2129 O. E. Chron., Mid 
him helden 5a of Rome . and se due of Sicitie, 2297 R. Glouc. 
(Rolls) 7498 pys noble due Wiliam hyin let crouny kyng At 
Londone amidewinter day. 13.. Guy W. (A.) 2372 pe 
douke wers bifallen is, For miche of his folk he Ies. c 1489 
Caxton Sonnes of Aymon xxii. 477 Wenynge that reynawd 
had not durst hange the duche richarde. 2568 Grafton 
Chron. II. 1 William the Conquerour, Duke of Normandie 
. .began his dominion over this Realme. 1610 Shaks. Temp , 
1. ii. 58 Thy father was the Duke of Millaine and A Prince 
of power. 1756-7 tr . Key sler's Trav. (1760) IV. 2x7 The 
emperor Leopold I. and John III. king of Poland, met 
attended by a great number of electors, dukes, princes, and 
nobles, to congratulate each other after they had success- 
fully raised the siege of Vienna. 1839 Penny Cycl. XV. 205/1 
The government of Modena is the most absolute in Italy. . 
the present duke, Francis IV, of Este 2 is.. the last descen- 
dant of the houses both of Este and Cibo. Mod. H. R. H. 
Alfred Ernest Albert, Duke of Edinburgh, and Duke of 
Saxe-Coburg-Gotha. 

f b. Used to render the Venetian Doge. Obs. 
2547 Boorde Introd. K novel, xxiv. (1870) 183 The Duke 
of Venys is chosen for terme of hys lyfe. 1604 Shaks. Oth. 
iv. i. 230 The Duke, and the Senators of Venice greet you. 
X643 Herle Anew. Feme 45 What better is His Majesty 
then a Duke of Venice? 2820 Byron Mar. Fal. 1. ii, 'Tis 
not well In Venice’ Duke to say so. 

C. Loosely used as the translation of the Russian 
KHH3B, knyaz , prince : see F. due. See also Grand 
Duke. 

16x4 Selden Titles Hon. 208 Remember what is in the first 


booke of the Duke of Muscouie, for a Duke vnerowned, yet 
supreme Prince. 1618 F letch er Loyal Subj. Dram. P ers. , 
Great Duke of Moscovia* Ibid, passim. 

3 . In Great Britain and some other countries: 
A hereditary title of nobility, ranking next below 
that of prince. 

Royal duke , a duke who is a member of the royal family, 
taking precedence of the other dukes. 

(After the great feudatory dukes of France, or most of 
them, had come to be merely the greatest nobles of the 
country, the title was imitated in England and other coun- 
tries. In England it was introduced by Edward III, who 
in 2337 created the Prince of Wales, Duke of Cornwall, and 
in 1352 the king’s cousin Henry, Duke of Lancaster,, which 
title at his death in 1361 was conferred on his son-in-law, 
John of Gaunt, the king’s third surviving son, the title of 
Duke of Clarence being at the same time conferred upon the 
second son Lionel. Under Richard II and in subsequent 
reigns, the. dignity was gradually extended outside the 
Royal Family, this being especially the case after the death 
of Queen Elizabeth, under whom the rank had been 
for some time extinguished.) 

[*337 Sot. Cart. 11 Edtv. Ill, No. 60 in Lord’s Jrnls.(-i& 29) 
LXL 743 Pro Edwardo duce Cornubie. Ibid., Eidem filio 
nostro nomen & honorem duds Cornubie de commu ni assensu 
& consilio . . dedim.us. 2352 Patent Roll 25 Edw. Ill, 1. m. 1 8 
ibid. 748 Pro Henrico duce Lancastrie. Ibid., Prefato Henrico 
nomen ducis Lancastrie inponimus et ipsum de nomine 
ducis dicti loci, .mvestimus. 2351-2 Act 25 Edw. Ill, stat. v. 
Preamb., Nostre Seignur le Roi del assent des Prelatz, 
Dues, Countes, Barons, & de tout le conmnalte de son 
Roialme dEngleterre [etc.]]. 1389 in Eng. Gilds (1870) 23 

Duckes, Erles, Rarouns, and Bachelers of ye londe. 1399 
Rolls ofParlt. III. 452/1 The Lordes. .ajuggen .. that the 
Dukes of Aumarle Surrey and Excestre. .lese and forgo fro 
hem and her heirs thes names that thei have now as Dukes. 
2472 J. Paston in P. Lett. No. 725 III. 75 To the right 
hygheand myghty Prince, .my Lord the Dwke of Norffolk. 
2556 Aurelio 4- 1 sab. (1608) L iij, The Queue and manney 
Duques, earles, and grete lordes besoughte him. 1556 Chron. 
Gr. Friars (Camden) 7 Thys yere sir Edmonde Langle and 
sir Thomas Wodstoke ware made duckes. Ibid. 52 The 
dewke of Norffoke and the yerle of Sorre hys sonne ware 
comyttyd unto the tower of London. 2593 Shaks. 2 Hen. 
VI, 1. i. 124 For Suffolkes Duke, may he be suffocate, That 
dims the Honor of this Warlike Isle. 1765 Blackstone 
Comm. 1. xii, 397. 1850 Fonblanque in Life Labours 

i. (1874) *06 The Duke of Wellington, the * Iron Duke’, the 
‘hero of a hundred fights*. 2852 Tennyson Ode Welling- 
ton, Bury the Great Duke With an empire's lamentation. 

b. slang. A man of showy demeanour or appear- 
ance. 

a 2700 B. E. Diet. Cant. Crew, Rum- duke, a jolly hand- 
som Man. 1763 Brit. Mag. IV. 372, I .. soon acquired the 
appellations of a rum duke, a queer dog, and a choice 
spirit. 2785 in Grose Diet. Vulg. Tongue. 

e. Phr. Duke of Exeter's daughter', see Daughter 
6 c. To dine with Duke Humphrey \ see Dine v. i b. 
t 4 . The castle or rook at chess. Obs. 

2624 Middleton Game at Chess Induct, 54 Dukes? 
they’re called Rooks by some. 2656 Beale Chess 7 The 
Rocks, Rookes, or Dukes walk forward, backward, and 
side-wayes. 

1 5 . The great eagle-owl ( Bubo maximus). Obs 

2656 W. D. tr. Comenius 1 Gate Lat. Uni. § 237. 41 The 
boading Owl, the Horn-Owl, or Duke, the mournful 
Howlet, the sad Scrietch-Owl. 

0 . Name of a kind of cherry. 

1664 Evelyn Kal. Hort. (1669) 64 June. .Cherries. .Duke, 
Flanders, Heart (Black, Red, White). 2727 Bradley Fam. 
Diet. s.v. Cherry x The Duke and archduke on a good wall 
are most years ripe before the end of the month. 2883 G. 
Allen in Colin Clout’s Cal. 2x7 The common dwarf cherry 
. .is the ancestor pf morellos, dukes, and the Kentish kind. 
7 . slang. The hand or fist. 

2879 Meum. Mag.yCL,. 501 (Farmer), I said I would not 
go at all if he put his dukes (hands) on me. 2894 Astley 
50 Y. my Life I. 142 There were many officers in the 
Guards well known to be fairly clever with their * dukes *. 

Hence Duke v. (nonce-wd.) trans., to make a 
duke or leader of; intr. (also to duke it), to play 
the part of a duke, act as a duke ; to court dukes. 

c 2450 Golagros 4- Gaw. 1072 Thow salbe..dukit in our 
duchery. 2603 Shaks. Meas.for M.iu. ii. xoo Lord Angelo 
Dukes it well m his absence. 2605 Sylvester Du Bartas 11. 
iii. Captaiites 1 Just-Duked Josuah cheers the Abramides To 
Canaan’s Conquest. 2690 Crowne Eng. Friar iii. Dram. 
Wks. 1874 IV. 70 Ay, sister, as young maids go a-maying 
we’ll go a-squiring, a-knighting, a-lording, a-duking. 1894 
Wolseley Marlborough I, 293 During his [Monmouth's] 
previous visit to the West, during what was locally known 
as * The Dukeing Days 

Dukedom (diw-kdom). [f. Duke sb.; see -dom.] 

1 . The state or territory ruled by a duke ; a duchy. 

1460 Lybeaus Disc. 1723 Of alle thys dukdom feyr That 

ylke lady ys eyr. 2475 Bk. Noblesse 30 The duedom of 
Normandy. 2535 Coverdale 2 Esdras i. 39 Y® people. . 
vnto whom I wyll geue the dukedome of Abraham, Isaac 
and Jacob. 1593 Shaics. 3 Hen. VI, iv. vii. 9 What then 
remaines . . But that we enter, as into our Dukedome ? 2665 
Manley Grotius’ Low C. Warres 399 In the Dutchy of 
Burgundy.. the Guisian Faction, .to whom there was no- 
thing left Fortified in that Dukedom, but Chalons sur la 
Saone. 2756-7 tr. K ey sler’s Trav. (1760) III. 218 This whole 
tract of land belongs to the dukedom of Urbino. 1862 
Pearson Early 4- Mid. Ages Eng. 89 When chaos gave 
way to order, and the dukedoms were swallowed up in 
kingdoms. 

2 . The office or dignity of a duke. 

1534 More Treat. Passion Wks. 1286/2 With the honour of 
a Dukedome also to him and hvs heires for euer. 1593 Shaks. 
3 Hen. VI, n. i. 93. 1642 W. Bird Mag. Honor 30 All that 
is before spoken concerning the Duke and the Dukedom of 
Lancaster. 1710 Lond. Gaz . No. 4781/1 The Marquisate 
of Moravia, and the Dukedom of Silesia. x8x8 Cruise: 
Digest (ed. 2) VI. 502 Thomas, .who became Duke of Nor- 
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folk .. died without issue, whereby the dukedom descended 
to Henry. 1885 Manck. Exam. 27 Feb. 4/6 It is considered 
probable that the Marquis .. will have a dukedom con- 
ferred upon him. 

Hence f Bukedomship {Obs. rare ) » prec, 

1547 Boorde Inirod. KnowL xvi. (1870) 164 Saxsony is [a] 
Dukedom-shyp, And holdeth of hym selfe. Ibid. xxiv. 183 
[Helshall not dayme.no inheritaunce of the dukedomshyp. 

t Dilkeiood. Obs. rare. In 5 dudheliode. 
The office of a duke ; dukedom, dukeship. 

4 1449 Pecock Repr. iv. iii. 429 Holt Scripture approueth 
weel Princehode and Buchehode, .to be ouer and aboue the 
comoun peple. 

Du*kelet. nonce-wd. [see -let ] = next (sense 1). 
1870 Daily News 16 Dec., Very serviceable in teaching 
some dukelets and their good ladies better manners. 

Dukeling (di&rklirj). [see - lino.] 

1 . A little or petty duke. (Contemptuous; in 
quot. 1634, One who claims to be a duke.) 

1634 Ford P. Warbeck n. iii, This dukeling mushroom 
Hath doubtless charm'd the king. Ibid. v. ii, Urswick, 
command the dukeling and these fellows, To Digby, the 
Lieutenant of the Tower. 1890 H. M. Stanley Darkest 
Africa I. xiv. 363 No proud dukeling in England could 
regard a pauper with more pronounced contempt. 

2 . A duke's child. 

16x2 Sylvester Lacrytnae T39 For Savoy's Dukelings, or 
the Florentine, Hee [Prince Henry] wedds his Saviour of a 
Regall Line, 2618 Fletcher Loyal Subj. n, v, The duke 
gone thither, do you say?. .And all theducklings too. 1690 
Crowne Eng. Friar m, Dram. Wks % 1874 IV. 70 Little 
squirelings, and knightlings, and lordlings, and dukelings. 
*794 Wolcott (P. Pindar) Rcnvl. for Oliver Wks. II. 4x1 
Duke, Dukeling, Princess, Prince, consign'd to jail ! 

Dukely (di«*kli), a. nonce-wd. [f. Hoke + 
-LTkJ Belonging to or befitting a duke. 

1826 Examiner 119/2 Making somewhat free with his 
dukely character. 1827 Southey Lett. (1856) IV. 48 The 
Duke has sent them to me, with a dry and dukely note. 

Dukery (di«*knri)« Also 6 Sc, duikrie. [f. 
Duke sb. • see -ery, -ry.] 

1 . fa. The office or dignity of a duke, a duke- 
dom {obs.). b. The territory ruled by a duke, a 
duchy. (Now only as nonce-wd.) 

c 1565 Lindesay (Pitscottie) Citron, Scot. (1728) 9 To give 
him the dukery of Turine. 1596 Dalrymple tr. Leslie's 
Hist. Scot. x. 338 He hechtis the forsaid duikrie to the 
Gouernour. 1855 Carlyle Prinzenraub Misc. Ess. 1872 
VII. 162 The Albertine line, .made apanages, subdivisions, 
unintelligible little dukes and dukeries of a similar kind. 

2 . The residence or estate of a duke ; spec. 
(usually pi., the Dukeries') a district in Nottingham- 
shire containing several ducal estates. 

1837 Southey in Q. Rev. LIX. 291 A Rookery has been 
demolished, and a Dukery planted in its stead. 1879 
Standard 8 Dec. (D.), The Dukeries still exist, but they are 
little more than a geographical expression. Welbeck Abbey 
is the last of those palaces for which this part of England 
was formerly famous. 1884 L. J. J ennings in Croker 
Papers III. xxv. 166 Thoresby, the second of the three 
famous ‘Dukeries' which comprise within their domains 
the scenes of Robin Hood’s most popular exploits. 

Dukeship (diarkjip). [f. Duke sb. + -ship.] 
The office or dignity of a duke. Also (with pos- 
sessive pronoun) as a humorous title for a duke. 

? <21500 Nine Ladies Worthie in ChaucePs Wks. (1561) 
n. (R.), Y a dukeship of Diamedes & dignitie. 1636 Mas- 
singer Gt. Dk. Florence iv. ii, Will your^ dukeship Sit 
down and eat some sugar-plums ? 1850 Tait's Mag. AVI I. 
619/2 ’Tis for killing English game, your Dukeship. 
Duk-peris, corrupt form of Douzepeks, Obs. 
Dul, obs. var. of Dole sb. 2 ; obs. f. Dull. 
Dulace, obs. form of Dowlas. 

1552 Berksk. Ch . Goods 22 A pece of Dulace. 

Dulbert (dtflbait). Sc. and north, diat. Also 
6 Sc. dowbart, 7 dullberd, 9 dulbard. [The 
first element is app. Dull a. ; the second is possibly 
beard : cf. Ger.dummbart .] A dull or stupid person; 
one slow of comprehension. 

1508 Dunbar Fly fins!’ w. Kennedie 66 Je, dagone, dow- 
bart, thairof haif thow no dowt! i68x W. Robertson 
Phraseol. Gen. (1693' 510 Very flockpates, dullberds. 1809 
T. Donaldson Poems 4^ in Northumbld. Gloss, s.v., To 
learn your exercise be quick, An dinna be a dulbard. 1825 
B rockett N. C. Gloss., Dutibirt, Dulburt , Dulbard , a 
stupid person, a block-head 

f Dulca*cid, a. Obs. rare—*, [ad. late L. dulcet - 
cid-us, f. dulcis sweet + acidus sour.] 

1656 Blount Glossogr., Dulcacid, that which hath a 
mingled taste with sweet and sower. 

il Dulcamara (dzrikame & Ta). Herb.zxx&Pharm. 
[med.L. = bittersweet, f. L. dulc-is sweet 4 - amdra 
bitter (sc. herb a).] The Woody Nightshade 
or Bittersweet, Solanum Dulcamara ; the pharma- 
ceutical preparation of this plant. 

1578 Lyte Dodoens irr. lvii. 397-8 The learned men ©four 
age do cal this herbe . . in Latine Dulcamara or Am or a 
-Dulcamara is of complexion hoate and drie. 1828 
Stark Elem.Nat. Hist. II. 479 The Belladonna, Stra- 
monium, and Dulcamara, are active poisons. 1847 E- T. 
Seymour Severe* Dis. 1 . 146 Washing the parts.. twice daily 
with the decoction of dulcamara. 1876 Harley Mat. Med. 
(ed. 6) 500 Dulcamara. . has been distinctly known only since 
the time of Tragus. 

Hence Dulcama'rin, Chem .» the glucoside 
C 22 H 3 *O 10 , obtained from dulcamara; converted 
by dilute acids into Bulcamare'tin (see quot.) 
and glucose. 

1863-72 Watts Diet. Chem. II. 347 Ditlcamarin . 1883 


Syd. Soc. Lex., Dnlcamaretin , Cis He$ 0 *L a brown, resin- 
ous, tasteless substance obtained from dutcamarin, along 
with glucose, by the action of dilute acids. 

t Dulca'rnOXl. Obs . [a. med.L. dulcarnon , 
corrupted from Arabic ^ $u ’ Iqamayn 

two- horned, bicornis , comutus ; lit. ‘lord or 
possessor of the two horns ’.] 

1. A dilemma (~ med.L comutus , Cornute sb. 
5 ) ; a non-pius ; at dulcarnon, at one’s wit’s end. 

According to Neckham {De Nat. Reruin , Rolls, 295) and 
others, Dulcarnon was also a mediaeval appellation of the 
Pythagorean theorem, Euclid 1. 47 (it is supposed, from its 
somewhat two-horned figure). In Pandarus's reply to 
Cressida (quot. 1374), Dulcarnon appears to be confounded 
with Etcfiga ox Eleofuga , an appellation of the pons 
astnorum , Euclid 1. 5, medievally explained as fuga 
miserorum, ‘flemyng of wrechis'. See N. Q. (1887) 
7th s. IV. 130, and references there given. 

4x374 Chaucer Troylusm. 882 (931,1 [Crisseide] am til 
god me betire mynde sende, At \v.r, A] dulcarnoun ry3t at 
myn wittis ende. Quod Pandarus, 3a nece, wele 3e here : 
Dulcarnoun clepid is flemyng of wrechis. It semy]> hard 
for wrechis nil it Iere. 1534 Mrs. M. Roper in More’s 
Wks. 1441/2 In good fayth father qd. I, I can no ferther 
goe, but am, (as I trowe Cresede saith in Chaucer) coxnen 
to Dulcarnon euen at my wittes ende. 

2. A person in a dilemma ; one ‘halting between 
two opinions \ 

1577 Stanyhurst Descr. Irel. in Holinshed (1587) II. 28/1 
S. Patrike considering, that these sealie soules were (as all 
dulcarnanes for the more part are) more to be terrified from 
infidelitie through the paines of hell, than allured to christ- 
ianitie by the ioies of heauen. 

t Dulce (dzris), a. {adv.) Obs. Also 6 dulse, 
[ad. L. dulcis sweet : or a refashioning of Douce 
after the L., through the intermediate doulce.] 

1. Sweet to the taste or smell. 

3500-20 Dunbar Poems xlviii. 47 This garth, most dulce 
and redolent Off herb and flour. 1597 J* E ay NE Royal 
Exch. 41 To make it dulce and pleasant in the taste. 

2. Sweet to the eye, ear, or feelings ; pleasing, 
agreeable, soothing. 

150 x Douglas Pal, Hon. 1. xliv, Thair musick tones war 
mair cleir And dulcer than . .Orpheus harp. 1545 Raynold 
Byrth Mankynde Prol. (1634)8 Dulse and sugred eloquence. 
157a J. Jones Bathes Bucdstone 4 a, The dulce, or delectable 
Bathes, or Welles of Buckstone. a 1605 Montgomerie 
Misc. Poems xvii. 57 With blinkis dulce and debonair. 1659 
D. Pell Impr. of Sea 259 Of that sugred and dulce aspect. 
[1709 Strype Ann. Ref. I. xliv. 479 Which two means, if 
they should seem to him and his associates too dulce.] 

B. cuiv. Sweetly. 

1549 Compl. Scot. vi. 64 The musician amphion..sang sa 
dulce, quhil that the stanis mouit. a 156a G. Cavendish 
Wolsey (1893) 87 My lords mynstrells, who played there so 
connyngly and dulce. 

Dulce, sb. [In i f. prec. adj. ; in 2 -Sp. dulcet 
1 1. Sweetness, gentleness. Obs. 

1659 D. Pell Impr, Sea Bvj, The goodness, candor, and 
dulce of your nature. 1728 North Mem. Musick (1846; 88 
His lesser peices imitated the dulce of Lute-lessons. 

II 2. A sweet substance ; sweet wine, must. 

1870 J. Orton Andes $ Amazons 11. xxxviii. (1876) 518 
[Cacao] yielding, besides chocolate, .a wine, and a dulce. 

t Dulce, v. Obs. [Refashioned from Douce, 
doulce v. : cf. Dulce a.] tram. To sweeten; to 
soften, soothe, appease. Hence Dulcing vbl. sb. 

1579-80 North Plutarch (1676) 83 To dulce and soften 
the hardned hearts of the multitude. 1603 Holland Plu- 
tarch's Mor. 54 (R.) For the dulcing, taming, and appeasing 
of the soul, 16x0 — Camden's Brit. 1. 68 This Albinus 
. .dulceth and kindly intreateth the men. 

Dulce, var. form of Dulse. 
t Du'lcean, a, Obs. rare- 1 , [f. Dulce a. or L. 
dulc-is + -an.] Dulcet, sweet. 

x6o6 J. Raynolds Dolamey's Prim. (1880) 66 With dul- 
cean straynes of heauenly melody. 

tDuTcely, adv. Obs. [f. Dulce a. + -ly 2 .] 
In a ‘ dulce ’ manner ; sweetly ; soothingly. 

1508 Kennedif. Flytingtu. Dunbar 339, 1 , .dukely drank 
of eloquence the fontayne. a 1577 Sir T. Smith Commw. 
Eng. in. via, (1612) 120 They can handle their husbands so 
well and dulcely. X592 G. Harvey Four Lett. Sonnets, 
Nothing so dulcely sweet or kindly dear. 

t DuTceuess. [-NESS.] Sweetness. 
c 1535 Fisher Wks. (E. E. T. S.) II. 436 By the dulcenes 
of loue, whiche the holy gost hath put m our hartes. 1605 
Bacon Adv. Learn. 11. xxiii. § 32(1873)238 By too much 
dulceness, goodness, and facility of nature. 

t Du’lceous, a. Obs. rare, [irreg. f. Dulce a. 
or L. dulc-is sweet + -ous.] Sweet 

x688 R. Holme Armoury iu 387/2 The Dulceous [is a] 
Luscious, or sweet tast. 

[Dulcerate, -atiou, erron. ff. Dulcorate, etc.] 
+ Dulce*scate, v. Obs. rare " 1 . [irreg, f. L. dul - 
cesc-pre to become sweet + -ate 3. j trans. To sweeten. 

1657 Tomlinson Renou’s Disp. 370 Art .. dulcescates the 
acid. 

Dulcet (ditrlset), a, and sb. Forms; a. 5-7 
douce t, 5 dowcefc ; j 3 . 5 duleette, 6 doulcet(e, 
(6-7 dulce d, 7 doulced), 6 - dulcet. [A re- 
fashioning of doucet (from F.), after L. dulcis sweet ; 
cf. It. dolcetto , dim. of dolce. See also Doucet.] 
fl. Sweet to the taste or smell. Obs, or arch, 
a. c 1430 Two Cookery-bks. 33 Seson it with Sugre, Sc 
loke ]>at it be poynant & doucet. 4x440 Promp. Parv. 
128/1 Dowcet mete, or swete bake mete, c X475 Partenay 
972. 1664 Evelyn Kal. Hort. (1729) 196 Doucet Pippins. 
A X398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R.y. xl. (1495) 156 The 


other partyes . . arne the swetter and more duleette. 1505 
Tower of Doctr. 49 in Percy's Reliq., Thys dulcet water. 
3528 Paynkl Salt-rue’s Regim. H ij, All doulcet wynes. 
1623 Cockeram, Dulced, sweet. 1667 Milton P. L. v. 347 
And from sweet kernels prest She tempers dulcet creams, 
X742 Shenstone Schoolmistress 312 Whose art did first these 
dulcet cakes display. 1854 Longf. Catawba Wine vi, But 
Catawba wine Has a taste more divine, More dulcet, de- 
licious, and dreamy. 

2. Sweet to the eye, ear, or feelings ; pleasing, 
agreeable ; soothing, gentle. Now chiefly of sounds. 

o. 14. . Prose Leg. in Anglia VIII. 178 Wij> doucet not 
and ryrne. 4x475 Partenay 877 Doucet songes hurde of 
briddes enuiron. Ibid. 1008 Fair melusine, the suete doucet 
made [ = maid], 

/ 3 . 1477 Norton Ord. Alch . v. in Ashm. (1652' 53 With 
doulced [MS. in margin dowcet] speech. 1503 Hawes 
Examp. Virt. v. (Arb.) 20 Her delycate and doulcete 
complacence. 1567 Drant Horace , Ep. to Maecenas D iij, 
He will see the my dulcet frinde. 1607 Walkington Opt. 
Glass xi. 118 It is a dulcet [ed. 1664 dulcid] humour. 1667 
Milton P. L. 1. 712 Dulcet Symphonies arid voices sweet. 
c 1750 Shenstone Elegies vii. 52 Still to her dulcet murmurs 
not a foe. 1837 Disraeli Venetia n, iii, Her dulcet tones 
seemed even sweeter than before. 

3 . Comb. , as dulcet-ch inking, - eyed , -streaming. 

a 1784 Johnson Parody Transl. Medea ii, With dulcet- 
streaming sound, a 1821 Keats Fancy 8x Dulcet-eyed as 
Ceres' daughter. 1864 Sir F. Palgrave Norm. <$• Eng. 
III. 23 Five dulcet-chinking pennies. 

B. sb. f 1. A dulcet note or tone. Obs. 

3575 Laneham Let. (1871) 61 Mine Italian dulcets, my 
dutch houez, my doobl releas. 

+ 2. ? » Doucet 3, Obs. 

1583 Stanyhurst AEneis 1. (Arb.) 24 Thee stags vpbreak- 
ing they slit to the dulcet or inehepyn. 

3 . fa. A wind instrument; see Doucet 2. Obs, 
b. An organ stop resembling the Dulciana, but an 
octave higher in pitch ; = Dulciana Principal. 

1876 Hiles Caieck. Organ ix, Dulcet, a delicate stop of 
4 feet, small scale metal pipes. x88o E. J. Hopkins in 
Grove Diet. M us. 11 . 598 In the organ made .. Green . , 
included [in the Swell] not only a Dulciana but also its 
octave, the Dulcet or Dulciana Principal. 

Hence Dnlcetly adv., DuTcetness. 

1528 Paynel Saleme’s Regim. H b, The doulce wynes 
(for theyr doulcetnes) are vehemently drawen. 1536 Primer 
Hen. VIII, If. 149 Jesu, the author of buxomnes . . Of 
dulcednes the well of grace, a 1555 Bradford Wks. (Parker 
Soc.) 338 The. .short time that we have to use them should 
assuage their dulcetness. # 1832 L. Hunt Sonnet Poems 209 
His brow with patient pain dulcetly sour. 

Bulcian (dzrlsian ). Mus. [f. L. dulcis sweet ; 
cf. next and OB', doutyaine , doulcine , doucine , an 
ancient musical instrument, ‘a sort of flute’ (Gode- 
froy).] An organ reed-stop ; » Bassoon 2 . 

1852 Seidel Organ 95 Dulcian is the same as * bassoon ", 
the latter having originated in an old instrument called the 
dulcian. 1876 Hiles Catech. Organ x, Dulcian. is a free- 
reed [organ stop] of 16 feet. 

il Dulciana Idzriskrna). Mus. [ad. med.L. 
dulciana , ‘ musici cantus dulcioris species \ f. dulcis 
sweet : cf. prec.] An 8-foot organ stop of a soft 
string-like tone, introduced in 1754 by Snetzler. 
Dulciana principal ; «= Dulcet sb. 3 b, q.v. 

1776 Sir J. Hawkins Hist . Mus. IV. 1. x. 149 The organ 
at Haerlem is said to have 60 stops, many of them little 
known to the English workmen, among which are the.. 
Dulciana, [etc ]. 1870 Nelson in Eng. Mech. 11 Feb. 534/i 
The organ .. by Johannes Snetzler .. bears the date 1754- 
It was the first organ that ever had a dulciana stop, which 
was Snetzler’s invention. 1876 Hiles Catech. Organ ix, 
Dulciana, an open stop. .It is generally of metal. 

t DuTciary. Obs. rare. [ad. late L. dulcidri-us 
making sweetmeats, f. dulcis sweet, dulcia sweets.] 
3657 Physical Diet., Dulciaries, sweetners, such things as 
sweeten. 1696 in Phillips. 

t Dulcia, a. and sb. Obs. [A modification of 
dulcet , dulced, after words like rapid.] 

a. adj. Dulcet, sweet, b. sb. A sweet substance. 
1657 Tomlinson Renou's Disp. 19 All dulcid things are 
agreeable to the Lungs. 1658 R. Franck North. Mem. 
(1821) 3x4 Some with honey and other dulcids have sweetly 
allured him. 1698 Fryer Acc. E. India 4 P. 182 Tartness 
..excellently qualified by a dulcid Sapor. 

Dulci'fic, a. rai'e. [f. L. type *dulcijic~us, f. 
dulcis sweet + -jicus making.] Sweetening, 

1772 T. Nugent tr. Hist. Friar Gerund I. 50 These nar- 
cotic, emolient and dulcific remedies avail not. 

Bulcificatiou (d^lsifik^Jbn), [n. of action 
f. L. dulcificdre to Dulcify.] 

1. The action of dulcifying, sweetening, or correct- 
ing; spec, in Old Chem . ; see Dulcify 2. 

1612 Woodall Surg. Mate Wks. (1653) 270 Dulcification 
is the correction of mineral medicaments by ablutions, and 
the like. 1643 [see Dulcoration}. 1683 Pettus Fleta 
Min . 1. (1686) 126. 1770 New Disfens. 457/2 The dulci- 
fication of the spirit of salt. 1852 Ross Humboldt’s Trav. 
II. xix. 204 The dulcification of the amylaceous roots. 

2. The softening (of a sound) to the ear. 

1826 Examiner 612/1 A sort of Tuscan dulcification of 
■ the ch. ■ . ■ :■ ", 

Du lcified, ppl. a. [f. Dulcify + -edL] 

1. Sweetened ; spec, in Old Chem. ; see Dulcify 2 . 

x6x2 Woodall Surg. Mate Wks. (1653) 43 A little well 

dulcified Mercury. 1743 Lond. 4 Country Brew. m. (ed. 2) 
234 A Pint of dulcified Spirit of Wine. 1800 Phil. 7 runs. 
XC. 22i Boiled with dulcified spirit of nitre, 

2. Softened in sound. 

1789 Mrs, Piozzi Joum. France 1 . 176 In their dulcified 
pronunciation. 
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Bnlei'flllOUS a. rare. [f. L. dukis sweet + 
fiu-us flowing + -ous.] Sweetly or softly flowing. 

J j 7 2 7 Baxley vol. II, Dulcifluous , flowing sweetly. 1839 
Lady Lytton Chcveley (ed. 2) I. xii. 272 His dulcifluous 
anathemas against all existing laws. 189s W. Watson On 
landers Hellenics Poems 33 With beakers rinsed of the 
dulcifluous wave. ■_ _ _ 

Dulcify (darlsifoi), v. [ad. L. dulcificdre, , f. 
dulcis sweet : see -fy. Cf. F. dulcifier (,17th c.).] 
1 . trans. To render sweet to the taste, sweeten. 
1599 A. M. tr. Gabelhouer's Bk. Physicke 152/1 You may. . 
dulcify it with Suger. 1664 Evelyn Pomona Gen. Advt . (1729) 
05 One Pound of broad Figs slit, is said to dulcify an Hogs- 
head of cider. 1727 Bradley Font. Diet. s. v. Birch Tree , 
This Wine . . may be dulcify’d with Raisins. 1822 Lamb Elia 
Ser. 1. Roast Pig, Intenerating and dulcifying a substance 
..so mild and dulcet as the flesh of young pigs. 

f b. To purify from acidity or other distempered 
condition. Obs. 

1673 O. Walker Educ. (1677) 99 Such medicines as dulcify 
the blood. 1710 Bmt. Apollo II. Quarterly No. 1. 12/1 
Crab’s Eyes. . Dulcify the Blood, 
t 2 . Old Chem. To wash the soluble salts out 
of a substance; to neutralize the acidity of. 

1610 B. Jonson A Ich. 11. v, Can you sublime, and dulcefie? 
calcine? 1662 Hobbes 7 Problems vi. Wks. 1845 VII. 48. 
1683 Pettus Fleta Min. 1. (1686) 126 Pour the Aqua fortis 
off, and dulcify the Gold with warm water. 1696 Phil. 
Trans. XIX. 350 The Astroites .. will not only stir in 
Vinegar, but also Dulcifie it. 1789 J. Keir Diet. Chem. 
32/2 Their.. oily part, which dulcifies the acid, 
f b. intr. for pass. 

1686 W. Harris tr. Lemery's Course Chym. t. x, The 
oftner it is sublimed, the more it does dulcify, and becomes 
proper to apply to flesh, where we would gently corrode. 

3 . transf. and fig. To sweeten in temper; to 
render gentle, soften, mollify ; to appease. 

a 1669 Trapp in Spurgeon Treas. Dav.fi s. cxix. 122 
There are that render the words thus, '* Dulcify, or, delight 
thy servant in good \ 1694 Crowne Married Beau iv. 
Dram. Wks. 1874 IV. 301, 1 am mollified ; I will go home, 
and be dulcified. 1770 J. Love Cricket 1 This Title might 
have been dulcified; and .. rendered extremely polite and 
unintelligible. 1831 Blackw. Mag. XXX. 217 Time had 
not dulcified the tempers of the three elder. 

4 . intr. To speak in dulcet or bland tones. 

2839 Lady Lytton CIm>eley (ed. 2) 111 . iii. 87 As she had 
dulcified sufficiently with . . the duchess. 1856 Chavib. 
Jml.fi. 44 ‘Waiter’, dulcifies an urbane gentleman. 
Hence Dulcifying vbl. sb. and///, a. ; Dulcifier. 

1727-51 Chambers Cycl . , Dulcifying , a term used in 
physic, for rendering a fluid less acid, and rough. 1816 
Scott Antiq . i, The pleasure of this discourse had such 
a dulcifying tendency. 1847 Tati's Mag. XIV. 163 A kind 
of general dulcifier of all acerbities. 

Dulciloqnenf (dtflsi’LJkw&nt), a. [f. L, dulcis 
sweet + loquens, pres. pple. of loqui to speak.] 
Speaking sweetly. 

1656 Blount Glossogr., Dulciloquent (dulciloquus), that 
speaks sweetly. 1840 New Monthly Mag. LIX. 248 Most 
dulciloquent and incomparable Miss Camilla. 

+ DulciToguy. Obs. rare. [ad. L. *dulci/o- 
quium sweet speech; cf. L. soliloquium soliloquy.] 
A soft or pleasant manner of speaking. 

2623 Cockeram, Dulciloguie, sweet speaking, 1731 Bailey, 
Dulciloquy. 1846 Worcester cites Maunder. Hence in 
mod. Diets. 


Dulcimer (darlsimai). Also 6 douci-, dousse-, 
dowcemer, (7 dulcimel). [a. OF . doulcemer 
(Roquefort), doulcemele, doulz de mer (Godef.) = 
obs. Sp. dulcemele, It. dolcemelle (Florio); supposed 
to represent L .dulce melos sweet song, tune, or air. 
(The L. in this application is not known. '] 

1 . A musical instrument, in which strings of 
graduated lengths are stretched over a trapezoidal 
sounding board or box and struck with two ham- 
mers held in the hands. 

Considered to be the earliest prototype of the pianoforte. 
?ci475 Sqr. lowe Degre 1075 With fydle, recorde, and 
dowcemere. 1509 Hawes Past. Pleas, xvi. xi, Cymphans, 
doussemers, wyth claricimbales glorious. 2662 Pepys Diary 
23 May, Here among the fiddlers I first saw a duldmere 
played on with sticks knocking of the strings, and is very 
pretty. 1667 Milton P. L. vii. 596 The solemn Pipe, And 
Dulcimer, all Organs of sweet stop. 18^9 Stainer Music of 
Bible 45 The dulcimer became a genuine string-instrument 
constructed without a neck. 

b. It has sometimes been applied erroneously 
to wind-instruments. In Dan. iii. 5, etc. it is 
used to render rrOEttlD, Gr. cvfj.<f>covia f which was a 
kind of bagpipe ; while the word rendered ‘ psal- 
tery’ in the same passage signifies ‘dulcimer’. 
Oxf. Helps to Study of Bible. 

1567 Maplet Gr. Forest 42 The Elder.. Hereof are made 
. .a kind of Symphonie whiche the common sort call a Pipe : 
the learned and more civil ldnde of men name it a Dulci- 
mer. 16x1 Bible Dan. iii. 10 The sound of the cornet, 
flute, harpe, sackbut, psalterie, and dulcimer [Coverd. 
Symphonies, R. V. marg. or bagpipe]. 

attrib. 1801 Mar. Edgeworth Good French Governess 
(1832) 195 The little boy belonging to the dulcimer man. 

1 2 . A kind of bonnet. Obs. 

a 1790 Warton High-St. Trag. (R.), With bonnet trimm’d 
and flounced withal, Which they a dulcimer do call. 

II Dulcinea (dtflsi-n^a, dtflsinra). [Sp. deriv. 
of dulce sweet.] The name given by Don Quixote 
to his mistress in Cervantes’ romance; hence, A 
mistress, sweetheart, lady of one’s devotion. 


2748 Smollett Rod. Rand. (1812)1. 40 His dulcinea. . per- 
suaded him. 1777 G. Forster Voy. round World I. 404 
Our sailors . . took it for granted that their dulcineas were all 
of one name. 1815 W. H. Ireland Scribbleomania 134 
note. The fables of knights errant and their persecuted 
dulcineas. 1829 Longf. in Life (1891) I. 171. 

[Dulciness, in Webster 1828 and later Diets., 
attributed to Bacon ; an error for DULCENESS, q.v.j 
Dulcinist (dtfTsinist). Also dolcinist. [ad. 
med.L. JJulcinistse (pi.), followers of Dulcinus or 
Dulcino : see -1ST.] One of a religious sect, 
identical with the Apostolicals, who opposed the 
papacy and rejected oaths, marriage, and rites and 
ceremonies generally. So BuTcinite. 

1721 Bailey, Dulcinisis, a sort of Hereticks. 1884 Ch. 
Q. Rev. XVIII. 351 Nor does the defence of the Dolcinists 
in the 13th century, afford a capable brief to the assailant 
of Christianity. 

f Dulcrsonant, a. Obs. rare ~°. [f. L. type 
* dulci sonant- em, f. dulcis sweet + sondre to sound.] 

1656 Blount Glossogr., Dulcisonant (< dulcisonus ), that 
sounds sweetly. 

Bulcite (dtrlsait). Chem. [f. L. dulc-is sweet 
+ -1TE.] A saccharine substance vG 6 H 14 O e ) similar 
to and isomeric with mannite, obtained from various 
plants, and known in the crude state as Madagascar 
manna. Also called Dulcra, Dulcitol, Dulccse. 

1863-72 Watts Diet. Chem . II. 349 Dulcite (from Mada- 
gascar) crystallises in colourless highly lustrous prisms of 
the monoclinic system. 

Hence Du'lcitamime, the amine or compound 
ammonia of dulcite C 6 H h (OIT) 5 .NH 2 . DuTcitan, 
the anhydride of dulcite, C 8 H i2 0 5 , a very viscid 
neutral syrup. BulcitanLde, a compound of 
dulcitan with, an acid, analogous to the mannitides 
and glycerides, as benzo butyro-dulcitanide. 

1863-72 Watts Did. Chem., Dulcitan. the anhydride of 
dulcite (C 8 H14 Os — H 2 O), obtained by heating dulcite for 
some time to near 200° C. _ Ibid., Dulcitanides . . may be 
regarded as dulcitan, in which 2 or 4 at. H are replaced by 
acid radicles. 1873 Fovones ’ Chem. (ed. 11) 632 Dulcite.. 
heated with organic acids forms ethers called dulcitanides 
. . yielding by saponification, not dulcite, but dulcitan. 
Dnlcitude vdtflsiti&d). [ad. L. dtilcitudo 
sweetness, f. dulcis sweet.] Sweetness. 

1623 Cockeram n, Sweetnesse, Dulcitude. 1652 F Kirk- 
man Clerio $ Lozia 127 The charming dulcitude of a fair 
reputation. 1847 L. Hunt Men , Women , # B. II. iv. 55 
The. sweeter Jt, for preserving its dulcitudes as it did. 

t BuTcity. Obs. [ad. L. dulcitds sweetness, 
f. dulcis sweet.] Sweetness. 

1623 Cockeram, Dulcitie , Sweetnesse. 1634 Sir T. Her- 
bert Trav. 183 Which seeme to have dulcitie and acrimony 
mixt together. 1657 Tomlinson Renou's Disp. 38 The 
austerity, .expelled, auleity succeeds, 
f Duleoacid, a. Obs. [irreg. f. L. dulcis sweet 
+ Acid.] -Dulcacid. 

1657 Physical Did., Duleoacid, sweet, and yet sharp, as 
syrup of lemons. 2657 Tomlinson Renou's Disp . 165* 
If dulcoacid, incide . . and prepare viscous and crasse Phlegme. 

t Dulcoamare, a. Obs. [irreg. f. L. dulcis 
sweet + amarus bitter.] Bitter-sweet. 

1657 Physical Did., Dulcoamare , bitterish sweet. 1657 
Tomlinson Renou's Disp. 165* If dulcoamare, deterge, coct 
and expurgate. 

t Bnlcor, -our. Obs. [a. L. dulcor sweetness, 
f. dulc-is sweet.] Sweetness, pleasantness. 

c 1430 Mi rour Salnacioun 153 A full swete voice . .full of all 
dulcoure. 1552 Lyndesay Monarche 584 Withouttin dolour, 
dulcore and delyte. 1599 A. M. # tr. Gabelhouer's Bk. 
Physicke 1x6/2 Suger mixed therwith. .accordinge as we 
desire the dulcor therof, 1675 L. Addison State of Jews 
176 (T.) That by its colour and dulcour they might be 
remembered of the purity and delightfulness of the law. 

t BuTcorate, a. Obs. rare. [ad. L. dulcor at-us, 
pa. pple. of dulcorare : see next] Endowed .with 
sweetness ; sweet. 

1501 Douglas Pal. Hon. 11. v, The ladyis sang in voices 
dulcorait. 

i Dulcor ate (dzrlkoreit), v. Obs. [f. ppl. stem 
of L, dulcorare to sweeten, f. dulcor : see prec.] 
trans. To sweeten, Dulcify ; to free from acridity. 

1566 Painter Pal. Pleas, n. 145 b, To dulcorate and 
make sweet the bitter gall of griefe, 1620 Venner Via 
Recta (1650) 258 A few Aniseeds dulcorated with white 
Sugar Candie. 1669 Evelyn Vintage (1675)47 Some dul- 
corate, and sweeten their wines.. with raisins of the sun. 
1675 E. Borlace Redact. Irel. 174 Conducing to dulcorate 
the humour apt to ferment with so much virulency. 

Hence Du‘lcorat^3lg , vhl. sb. ; Dulcora tion. 
1626 Bacon Sylva § 358 In the Dulcoration of some 
Metalls; as Saccharum Batumi. Ibid. § 465 The Ancients 
for the Dulcorating of Fruit, doe commend Swines-dung, 
aboue all other Dung. 1641 French Distill, i. (1651) 10 
Dulcoration, or dulcification is either the washing off the salt 
from any matter that was calcined therewith.. or it is 
sweetening of things with sugar or honey, or syrup. 

+ DuTcorous, a. Obs. rai'e~ l . [f. L. dulcor 
sweetness + -ous.] Sweet. 

1675 Evelyn Terra (1729) 28 Some [Plants] are add, 
other more dulcorous and sweet. 

Dulcour, var. of Dulcor, Obs. 

Dule, var. f. Dole sb . 2 grief; Sc. f. Dool, land- 
mark ; obs. and dial. f. Devil. 

Duledge (di&j'ledg). [Cf. Dowel.] A dowel or 
peg for connecting the felloes of the wheels of gun- 
carriages. 


*721 in Bailey. 5753 Chambers Cycl. Supp Duledge, in 
gunnery, a peg of wood which joins the ends of the six fellows, 
which form the round of the wheel of a gun-carriage ; and the 
joint is strengthened on the outside of the wheel by a strong 
plate of iron, called the Duledge plate. 

Dulful(l, obs. form of Doleful. 

Duli, var. Doolie ; obs. form of Duly. 

I! Bulla (dt/lora). Also douleia. [med.L., a. Gr. 
BovXdia slavery, servitude, f. SouAo? slave, bonds- 
man.] Servitude, service ; spec, the inferior kind 
of veneration paid by Roman Catholics to saints 
and angels ; opposed to Latria. 

[1613 Purchas Pilgrimage , Descr. India (1864) 15 The 
Iesuites distinction or douleia and latreia.] 16x7 Collins 
Def Bp. Ely n. ix. 369 Austen patronizeth not your dulia 
to Saints. 1623 Cockeram, Dulia , seruice of a bondman, 
worship to Saints. 1844 Lingard Anglo-Sax. Ch. (1858) 
II. x. 10 The worship of latria due to God, and that of 
dulia , the respect which may justly be shewn to his crea- 
tures. 1865 Union Rev. III. 404 The hyperdulia and 
dulia due respectively to our Blessed Lady and the Saints 
coregnant with Christ. 

Hence {nonce-wds.) Bxrlian a., pertaining to 
dulia ; Bu*licalXy aav., by way of dulia. 

1617 Collins Def. Bp. Ely 11. ix. 368 Austen neuer said 
that we may adore a creature, .with a relligious adoration, 
no not vnder latria, or neuer so dulically. 1635 Pagitt 
Christianogr . 11 vii. (1636' 68 The Romists say that they 
give to the Saints one kinde of worship, to wit, Dulian, 
Dulipan, early form of Turban. 

1600 J. Pory tr. Leo's Africa in. 160 On their heads they 
wear a black dulipan. 

Dull (dtd), a. Forms: 3-6 dul, 4-6 dulle, 
(5 dol(e), 6 Sc. doll, 4- dull. See also Dill a. 
[ME. dul, dull, found once in 13th c., but not 
usual bef. 1350; beside which dil, dill, dylle, is 
found in same sense 1200-1440. The two appear 
to point to an OE. *dyl, * dylle :-*duljo-y a 
parallel form to OE. dol foolish (:—*dulo-) « OS. 
and Du. dol, OHG. tol (Ger. toll), from the Ger- 
manic dul-, ablaut-form of dwel- to be foolish.] 

1 . Not quick in intelligence or mental perception ; 
slow of understanding ; not sharp of wit ; obtuse, 
stupid, inapprehensive. In early use, sometimes : 
Wanting wit, fatuous, foolish. 

[Seafarer 106 Dol bij> se 3 e him his Dryhten ne ondraedej). 
Riddles xii. 3 Ic. .dole hwette. C975 Rushw. Gosp. Matt. v. 
22 Se 5 e }?anne cwsepe dysi^ vel dole [Vul g.fatue ; Ags. G. 
Jm stunta] he bib scyldift helle fyres.] a 1250 Leg. Katk. 
1268 Wacre )?en eni wake ! of dead’ & of dul [earlier MSS. 
dult] wit ! c 1340 Hampole Prose Tr. (1866) 40 If thi herte 
be dulle and myrke and felis no]>er witt ne sauour ne deuo- 
cyone for to thynke. 1362 Langl. P. PI. A. 1. 129 / )?ou do test 
daffe ’ quaj> heo * Dulle are }>i wittes \ 1398 Trevisa Barth. 

De P. R. xvni. i. (1495) 735 The oxe is slowe and stable 
and the asse dull of wytte. 1413 Pilgr. Sowle (Caxtop 1483) 
iv. xxiv. 70 She fond the soo dulle and soo lothe to hir wordes. 
1494 Fabyan Chron . 2 To my dull wytte it is nat atteynaunt. 
1576 Fleming Panopi. Epist. 269 The blunt and dull capa- 
cities of them that give judgement. 1651 Hobbes Leviatk. 
n. xxv. 135 Feare of appearing duller in apprehension. 
1690 Locke Hum. Und. n. i. (1695) 44, I confess myself to 
have one of those dull Souls, that doth not perceive it self 
always to contemplate Ideas. 1751 Jortin Serm. (1771) VI. 
ii. 32 The Israelites were a dull and a carnal people. 1833 
Ht. Martineau Briery Creek i. 8 He was rather a dull child 
—usually called uncommonly stupid. 

2 . Wanting sensibility or keenness of perception 
in the bodily senses and feelings ; insensible, obtuse, 
senseless, inanimate. In dialect use, esp. Hard of 
hearing, deaf. 

<71340 Cursor M. 3564 (Trim) His body waxeb drye & 
dulle [Gd'tt. dall ; not in Cott. or Fairffi 1500-20 Dunbar 
Poetns xv. 9 And he that dronis ay as ane bee Sowld haif 
ane heirar dull as stane. 1526-34 Tindale Matt. xiii. 15 
Their eares were dull of herynge. 1590 Spenser F. Q. i. x. 
x8 She. .opened his dull eyes, that light mote in them shine. 
16x3 Shaks. Hen. VIII, iii, ii. 434 And when I am forgotten 
. .And sleepe in dull cold Marble, a 1791 Grose Olio (1796) 
1 15 By dull I only mean hard of hearing. 1830 Tennyson 
Poet's Mind 35 You never would hear it ; your ears are so 
dull. 1878 J. P. Hopes Jesus iv. 18 The light came again 
into the poor dull eyes. 

b. Of pain or other sensation : Not keen or in- 
tense ; slightly or indistinctly felt. 

1725 N. Robinson Th. Pkysick 165 A heavy, dull Pain 

g enerally affects the Patient, either on the Right or Left 
ide. Mod. A sharp pain, followed by a dull ache. 

8, Slow in motion or action ; not brisk ; inert, 
sluggish, inactive ; heavy, drowsy. 

*393 Gower Conf. III. 6 My limmes ben so dull, I may 
unethes gon the pas. 1530 Palsgr. 311/1 Dull at the spurre 
as a horse is, restif 1590 Spenser F. Q. 1. vii. 5 Thenceforth 
her waters wexed dull and slow. 1625 J. Glanvill Voy. Cadiz 
(1883) 56 , 1 gotta dull and ill paced horse. 1699 Dam pier Voy. 
II. 11. 20 Our Ketch, even when light, was but a dull Sailer. 
1788 Franklin Autobiog. Wks. 1840 I. 222 When we came 
to sea she proved the dullest of ninety-six sail. 1849 E. E. 
Napier Excurs. S. Africa II. 9 The long whips could not 
urge the dull, lean teams into a quicker pace. 1869 Hazlitt 
Eng. Prov. 49 All work and no play makes Jack a dull boy. 

D. Of trade: Sluggish, stagnant ; the opposite 
of brisk. Hence transf. of goods or merchandise : 
Not much in demand, not easily saleable. 

1705 Bosman Guinea 73 Trade being extremely dull at 
that time. 1729 Franklin Ess. Wks. 1840 II . 275 If raising 
wheat proves dull, more may proceed to the raising and 
manufacturing of hemp, silk, iron. 1797 T. Jefferson 
Writ. (1859) ? v * Flour is dull at $ 7-50. 1863 Fawcett 
Pol. Econ. 1. iv. 43 Dull trade is always prejudicial to them. 
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*892 E. Reeves Homewd. Bound 205 This being the dull 
season, we arranged terras at about half price. 1895 Times 
17 Jan, 4/1 In the Market. . Consols opened dull at 1044. 

4. Of persons, or their mood : Having the natural 
vivacity or cheerfulness blunted ; having the spirits 
somewhat depressed ; listless ; in a state approach- 
ing gloom, melancholy, or sadness : the opposite 
of lively or cheerful. 

cs 393 Chaucer Scogan 45 Scogan hat knelist at he wellis 
hed Of grace of alle hon >ur and worhynesse In h e ende of 
wich strem I am dul as ded. c 1475 Lome or be Lewde in 
Babees Bk. (1868) 9 To Dulle, ne to Dredefulle, ne Drynke 
nat to offte. 1590 Shaks. Com. Err. v. i. 79 Sweet re- 
creation bzirr’d, what doth ensue But moodie and dull 
melancholly ? 1709 Steele Tatler No. 45 r 7 You are dull 
to Night; prithee be merry. 1840 Dickens Barn. Rudge 
vii, When other people were merry, Mrs. Varden was dull. 
1877 Spurgeon Serm. XXIII. 103 They say they are * dull * 
if they have to be quiet for a while. 

5. Causing depression or ennui; tedious, unin- 
teresting, uneventful ; the reverse of exhilarating or 
enlivening. 

1590 Shaks. Com. Err. n. i. 91 Are my discourses dull? 
Barren my wit ? 1693 H urn. § Canv. Town. 63 Some ad- 
mirable Passage in the last dull Prologue. 1716 Lady M. W. 
Montagu Let. to Mrs Thistlethwayte 26 Sept., I have 
already said too much on so dull a subject. 1798 Dk. Clar- 
ence r June in Nicolas Nelson's I) is#. Ill, 10 note, I trust 
the Campaign., will be less dull than you imagine. 1838 
Lytton Alice 23 Good curates generally are dull. 1892 
Bookseller 18/2 There is no fear of Sunday being a dull day 
for the little ones. 

6 . Not sharp or keen ; blunt (in lit. sense). 

[0x400 Destr. Troy 10548 Parys cast at the kyng..hre 

darttes noght dole,] 0 1440 Promp. Parv. 135/1 Dulle of 
egge, obtusus. 1594 Shaks. Rich, III, iv. iv. 226 No doubt 
the murd’rous knife was dull and blunt, Till it was whetted 
on thy stone-hard heart. 1633 G. Herbert Temple , Time 
i, Meeting with Time, Slack thing, said I, Thy sithe is 
dull; whet it for shanie.^ 1719 De Foe Crusoe 1. v, I had 
three large axes.. but with much chopping and cutting., 
they were all full of notches, and dull. 1835 Whittier 
Mogg Megone ri. iv, Time. .Wielding the dull axe of Decay. 

7. Of or in reference to physical qualities, as 
colour or luminosity, sound, taste: Not clear, 
bright, vivid, or intense ; obscure, dim ; indistinct, 
muffled; flat, insipid, b, Of the weather; Not 
clear or bright ; cheerless, gloomy, overcast. (Here 
there is app. some mixture of sense 5 .) 

c 1430 Lydg. Min. Poems 151 (Matz.) Al is dul shadwe, 
whan Phebus is doun goon. 1552 Huloet, Dulle or 
sadde coloure, rauus [printed raucus] color. 1599 Shaks. 
Hen. V, nr. v. 16 Is not their Clymate foggy, raw, and 
dull? 1611 — Cymb. u. iv. 41 Sparkles this Stone as it was 
wont, or is’t not Too dull for your good wearing? 1694 
Acc. Sev. Late Voy. 11. (1711) 4 On the 19th we had a 
dull Sun-shine. 1699 Dam pier Voy. II. ri. 66 Of a dull 
grey, 18x6 J. Smith Panorama Sc. $ Art II. 826 The 
alloys of platina with silver give only a dull metal. 1836 
Dubourg Violin i. (1878) 11 In character of sound, the viol 
instruments were decidedly sweet, but comparatively dull. 
i860 Tyndall Glac. 1. xxviL 195 The dawn was dull, but 
the sky cleared as the day advanced. 

8 . Comb., as dull-disposed, - looking, \ - making. ; 

- smelling adjs. ; parasynthetic, as dull-brained, 
-browed, - coloured , *f- conceited. \ -edged, - eyed , 

- featured \ - hearted , -scented, -sighted, -spirited, 
-surfaced, - voiced adjs . ; also f dull-house [trans l. 
Du. dolhuis, in Kilian dul buys'], a mad-house. See 
also Dull^heajd, -headed, etc. 

1594 Shaks Rich. Ill, iv. iv. 332 *DulI-brain’d Bucking- 
ham. 1644 Quarles Barnabas $ B., Sensual Man (T.), A 
pitch beyond the reach of *dull-b rowed sorrow. 0:1592 H. 
Smith Wks. (1867) II. 369 They cannot be so sottish or Mull 
conceited. 1599 B. Jonson Cynthia's Rev. iv. i, The most 
melaucholick and *dull-disposed creature upon earth, a 1631 
Drayton Wks. III. 1176 (Jod.) *Dull-edg'd tools. 1596 
Shaks. Merck. V. m. hi. 14 lie not be made a soft and 
Mull ey’d foole. 1870 Morris Earthly Par. II. ni, 121 
This helped him through his dull-eyed woe. 1622 T. 
Scott Belg. Pismire 79 Their Bedlams and *Dul-houses 
for distracted people. 158 1 Sidney A pol. Poetrie (Arb.) 72 
If. .you be borne so neere the Mull making Cataphract of 
Nilus, that you cannot heare the Plannet-Iike Musick of 
Poetrie, 1552 Huloet, *Dulle sighted or poreblinde, rauos 
oculos habens. 1686 Lond. Gaz. No. 2188/4 A light Gray 
Gelding, .dull Sighted, especially in the right Eye. 1616761 
Holyday Persius (1673) 335 Whether he buy Mull-smelling 
cinnamun. 1597 Hooker Eccl. Pol v. xxx. §4 To play vpon 
•dull-spirited men. 

Bull (cM), v . Also 4 doulle. [f. Bull a.] 

I. trans. To make dull, In various senses. 

1. To render sluggish or inert; to deprive of 
quickness, sharpness, or activity ; to stupefy (a 
person, or the mind, understanding, wits, etc.). 

£1392 Chaucer Compl. Venus 76 Ffor eelde hat in my 
spiryt doullehe me. c 1440 Promp. Parv . 135 /i Dullyn, or 
make dulle in wytte, hebeto. 1571 Golding Calvin on Ps. 
xxxix. 8 They wilfully dull themselves, that they may sleepe 
soundly in their owne vanitie. 1604 Shaks. Oth. 11. iii. 394 
Dull not Deuice, bycoldnesse, and delay. 1635 Bacon Ess., 
Usury (Arb.) 543 Vsury . . doth Dull and Daixtpe all Indus- 
tries . . wherin Money would be Stirring, if it were not for 
this Slugge. 1678 R. Barclay Apol. Quakers v. § 21. 165 
Man is dull'd by an evil habit. 1877 E. R. Conder Bas, 
Faith ii. 89. Without dulling their responsiveness to each 
new impression. 

t b. To pass away in sloth or inactivity. Obs. 
*682 SrR T. Browne Chr. Mor. 1. § 33 Dull not away thy 
days in slothful supinity. 

+ 2. To render dull of mood ; to make listless, or 
somewhat gloomy : the opposite of to enliven. Obs. 
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_ c 1386 Chaucer Can. Yeom Prol. k T. 540 Of his falshede 
it dulleth me to ryme. c 1400 Destr. Troy 11314 Youre 
dedis me dullis, & dos out of hope. 1576 Fleming Panapl. 
Epist. 64 My desire is not' to dull you, if I can not delight 
you. c 1600 Shaks. Sonn. cii, I would not dull you with 
my song, a x6xx Beaum. & Fl. Pkilaster hi. i. The nobles 
and the people are all dulled With this usurping king. 

3. To render less sensitive; to take away the 
keenness of, blunt (the bodily senses or organs). 

1552 Huloet, Dulle or darken with ouer muche lyght, 
perstringo. 1578 Lyte Dodoens iv. xxx. 488 If one eate to 
muche thereof, it dulleth the sight. 1633 Bp. Hall Hard 
Texts 292 Their ears shall be dulled and deafened- 2812 J. 
Wilson Isle 0/ Palms 11. 161 Each sense is dull’d ! a 182$ 
Shelley M. N. Post. Fr. 16 For passion’s voice had dull’d 
their listless ear. 

b. To render (feeling) less keen or intense.^ 

1651 Hobbes Govt. 4- Soc. i. § 2. 4 That the Appetite, of 
present matters, be dul’d with the memory of things past. 
1832 Tennyson To J. S. 40 Weep, weeping dulls the in- 
ward pain. 

4. To take off the sharpness of, to blunt (an edge 
or point, or something edged or pointed). Often 
Jig. In phr. to dull the edge of — 3 b. 

c 1400 Destr. Troy 5131 pen Vlixes . . The derfe wordis of 
Diamede dullit with speche. c 1440 Promp. Parv. 13 5/1 
Dullyn, or make dulle in egge toole, obtundo. _ 1591 Syl- 
vester Du Bartas 1. i. 128 My Reason’s edge is dull’d in 
this Dispute. 1607 Topsell Four-f. Beasts (1658) 359 
Leopards . . and Lions, do hide their clawes within their 
skin when they go or run, that so they might not be dulled. 
a 1716 South Serm. IV. ii. iR.), How quickly the edge of 
their valour was dulled. 1821 B. Cornwall Mirandola 
n. ii, Your sword is dulled With carnage, I am told. _ 

5. To take away the brightness, clearness, vivid- 
ness, or intensity of; to make dim or indistinct ; to 
tarnish. Also fig. 

c 1386 Chaucer Pars. T. r 159 J>e goode werkes pat he 
dede . . ben amortised and astoneyed and dullid by ofte 
synnynge, 0 1425 Wyntoun Cron. it. x. 24 Swa suld I 
dulle hale yhoure Delyte. 1596 Spenser F, Q. vi. iii. 13 
In which they [the sun’s beams] steeped lay All night in 
darkenesse, duld with yron rust. 1630 Davenant Cruel 
Bro. nr. Dram. Wks. 1872 I. 157 Foreste is the man That 
dulls your reputation with the Duke. 1870 Morris Earthly 
Par. III. Tv. 185 The swift footfalls Were dulled upon the 
marble floor By silken webs from some far shore. . 1872 Black 
Adv. Phaeton xvii. 237 A sort of mist, .dulling the rich 
colours of the glen. 1892 W estcott Gospel of Life 220 The 
image of God in man if dulled has not been destroyed. 

II. intr. To become dull, in various senses. 

6. To become stupid, inert, blunt, dim, etc.; to 
lose force, intensity, keenness, or clearness. 

01374 Chaucer Boeth. 1. metr. ii. 3 (Camb. MS.) Allas 
how the thowt of man dreynt in ouerthrowynge depnesse 
dulle)? and forletij? his propre cleernesse. c 1450 Cov. Myst, 
(Shaks. Soc.) 343 Myn heed dullyth, Myn herte flfullyth 
Ofsslepp. 1509 Fisher Fu?i. Serm. C' tess Richmond Wks. 
(1876) 305 Her herynge sholde haue dulled. 1591 Sylvester 
Du Bartas i, vl 230 A pregnant Wit; Which rusts and duls, 
except it subject finde Worthy it’s worth, whereon itself to 
grinde. 1633 T. James Voy. 22 The winde duld something. 
1862 G. P. Scrofe Volcanos 35 The Java was visible at 
a white heat, gradually dulling to a faint red. 1871 Black 
Dau. Heth III. ii. 24 The day had dulled somewhat, 
fb. To be inactive or sluggish ; to drowse. Obs . 
1430 Lydgl Chron. Troy ii. xx, My counsayle is our 
ankers up to pulle In this matter no longer that we dulle. 
01440 Jacob's Well (E. E. T. S.) 281 pat pou schalt no^t 
dullyn and slawthyn in pi labour of pi prayers. 

+ 7. To become dull, listless, or somewhat 
gloomy; to grow weary, tire (^something). Obs. 

[0 x22o Bestiary 383 in O. Eng. Misc. 12 Dus is ure 
louerdes la^e, luuelike to Alien, her-of haue we mikel ned, 
&at we Sar-wi 3 ne dillen.] 01374 Chaucer Troylus iv. 
1461 (1489) That ye shul dullen of pe rudenesse Of vs sely 
Troians. 0x440 Gesta Rom. xx. 68 (Harl. MS.) He dradde 
moche of the forseid word, and gretly dullid therwith. 

1 8 . To be tedious ; to urge tediously. Obs. 

1540 Hyrde tr. V rues’ Instr. Chr. Worn. (1592) Pvij, 
Many women, .with their ungodly crying and unreasonable 
calling, craving, and dulling upon them, driveth them to 
seeke unlawfull meanes of living. 

Bullard (dzrlaid), sb. and a. Also 5-6 dul- 
larde, 6 dullarte, dullerde. [f. Dull a. + -ard.] 

A. sb. A dull or stupid person ; a dolt, dunce. 

01440 Promp. Parv. 114 Dastard, or dullarde, duribuctms. 

1561 T. N orton Calvin's Inst. Table Script. Quot., Ps. xcii.7 
A dullard doth not know this, neither doth a foole under- 
stand it. 1613 Purchas Pilgrimage (16x4) 342 To steale 
cunningly wins great reputation, .and they which cannot 
doe it, are holden dullards and blockes. 1831 Carlyle 
Sort. Res. 1. via, But indeed man Is, and was always, a 
blockhead and dullard. x88o L. Stephen Pope v. 135 
Cibber , .might be a representative of folly, but was as little 
of a dullard as Pope himself. 

B. adj. Stupid, inert, dull. 

1583 Hollyband Campo di Fior 255 In a moment he is 
become the most dullard and ignorant. 1598 Marston 
Pygmal. sat. ii. 143 These darke Enigmaes passe my 
dullard braines intelligence. <21748 Thomson Hymn to 
May (R.), The dullard earth May quick’neth with delight. 
1894 Gladstone Horace hi. xxi. 13 Thou prickest on the 
dullard sense Yet gently. 

Hence DtrUardism, Dtrllardness. 

X840 Tails Mag. VII. 666 Dullardness and stagnation of 
soul. <2x846 Maunder (cited in Worcester), Dullardism. 
Bulle, obs. f. dule. Dole sbf, and Dull. 
Bulled (d»ld), ppl. a. ff. Dull v. + -ed 1 .] 
Made dull (in various senses : see Dull v. 1 - 5 ). 

0x480 Crt. of Love 477 And not to wander liche a dulled 
asse. 15x4 Barclay Cyt. $ Uplondyskm. (Percy Soc.) 16 
Thy dullyd reason can not perceyve the same. 1549 
Compl. Scot. v i. 68 My dullit brane. 1590 Spenser F. Q. 


I. xi. 35 The deadly dint his dulled sences all dlsmaid. 1794 
Coleridge To Yug. Ass 5 What thy dulled Spirits hath dis- 
mayed? x866 Dk. Argyll Reign Law vii. (1871) 384 We 
look on the facts of Nature and of human life through the 
dulled eyes of Custom and Traditional Opinion. 

f BuTlen, ppl. a. Obs. rare, [irreg.] «* prec. 
1602 Davison Rhapsody (1611) 70 And beating oft my 
dullen weary braine. 

Dullen (dzrlen), v, rare. [f. Dull a. + -en5.] 
trans. To make dull, to dull. 

1832 L. Hunt Sir R. Esher { 1850) 464 His glossy locks 
were now dullened and mixed with grey. 

Duller (dzrloi). rare. [f. Dull v. + 

One who or that which dulls. 

a i6ix Beaum. & Fl. Philaster n. ii. Fresh pork, conger, 
and clarified whey, .are all dullers of the vital spirits. 

Dullery (d^^ lori). nonce-wd. [f. Dull a + -ery.J 
Dullness ; stupidity ; unenlivened condition. 

1653 Urquhart Rabelais 11. xi, Master Antitus .. had 
passed his degrees in all dullery and blockishness. 1841 
Lady F. Hastings Poems 190 And victim she to all a 
housewife’s dullery Visited eke the kitchen and the scullery. 

t BuTl-kead. Obs. [cf. next.] A dull-headed 
or slow-witted person ; a fool, a blockhead. 

1549 Coverdale, etc. Erasm. Par. Titus iii. 3 Now for 
foies and dulleheddes, we be made sobre and wise, a 1568 
Ascham Scholem. (Arb.) 76 Fooles and dul-hedes to all good- 
nes. 1624 Gataker Transubst, 146 N either I, nor any such 
dull-heads as I am. .can easily understand. 

Bull-headed (dzrlheffled), a. [parasynthetic f. 
dull head + -ed *.] Having the head dull or stupid ; 
slow-witted ; obtuse in intellect. 

1552 Huloet, Dulle headed, capitosus. 157 x Golding 
Calvin on Ps. xiv. 2 Wep be monstruously dullheaded, if his 
majestie strike us not in feare. 1635 Gram. Warre D vij. 
Some are obserued so dull-headed and doltish, 1840 
Dickens Barn. Rudge liv. The very uttermost extent of 
dull-headed perplexity supplied the place of courage. 
Dullity (dz?-lifei), v. colloq . [see -FY.] trans. 

To render dull, to dull. So DuUifica'tion nonce- 
wd. (in quot, something that makes one dull). 

1657 Tomlinson Renou's Disp. 38 Watry humidity doth., 
duliify the strength of every sapour. 1838 Mrs. Carlyle 
Lett. I. X04 Preternatural intensity of sensation . . which I 
study to keep down with such dulhfying appliances as offer 
themselves. 1846 Moore Mem . (1856. VIII. 20 The long and 
dullyfying dose. 1855 Doran Hanover. Queens II. vii. 275 
The princess called her mother’s court a ‘ Dullification 

Bulling’ (dtf-lii)), vbl. sb. [f. Dull v. + -lng 1 .] 
The action of the verb Dull, q. v. 

1581 Mulcaster Positions v. (1887) 33 The dulling of the 
childe, and discouraging of the maister. 1684 Baxter 
Twelve Argts. xvi. 24 The dulling of Affection in hearing 
still the same words. 1894 Athenaeum 24 Nov. 7x9/2 A 
general dulling of the field [of the telescope], 

BuTliug, ppl. a. [f. as prec. + -ing 2 .] That 
dulls : see the verb. 

1592 Bp. Andrewes Wks. (1843) V. 486 So hath His tempta- 
tion a dulling force to the devil. 1696 Tryon Misc. ii. 42 
Strong Drinks, .send dark and dulling fumes into the Head. 
3822 Lamb Let. to Wordsw. 20 Mar., I have a dulling cold.- 
1841 Clough Early Poems vii. 144 The dulling clouds. 
Dullish, (dzrlij), a. [f. Dull a. + -ish.] Some- 
what dull, rather dull. 

X399 Langl. Rick. Redeles iii. 127 And ffor her dignesse 
endauntid of dullisshe nollis. 1581 Savile Tacitus' Hist. 

II. lxxvii. (1591) 98 The other through pride and breach of 
discipline waxe dullish. x66o Howell Parly of Beasts 
12 (D.) They are somewhat heavy in motion and dullish. 
X751 R. Paltock P. Wilkins (1884) II. xi. 115 A dullish 
glass. 1866 Mrs. Gaskell Wives Dau. xxxvii, I haven’t 
read it myself, for it looked dullish. 

Dullness, duiness (dzrlnes). [f. Dull a. + 

-NESS. 

The former spelling is more in accordance with general 
analogies, as m smallness, illness, stillness, drollness, 
though the latter has hitherto been more prevalent.] 

The state or quality of being dull. 

1. Slowness or obtuseness of intellect ; stupidity. 

1398 Trevisa BaHk. De P. R. v. xii. (1495) xx8 It is a 

token of dulnesse and of slowe wytte. 1483 Gath. Angl. 
xix/x A Dullnes, ebitudo. 1561 T. Norton Calvin's Inst. 
1. 25 Possessed with dullnesse, yea ouerwhelmed with grosse 
ignorance. 1651 Hobbes Leviath. 1. viii. 32 A slow Imagi- 
nation, maketh that Defect . . which is commonly called 
Dulnesse. 1728 Pope Dune. 1. x 1 Duiness o’er all possess’d 
her ancient right, Daughter of Chaos and eternal Night. 
x88x Jowett Thucyd. 1 . 190 Duiness and modesty are a 
more useful combination than cleverness and licence. ^ 

2. Sluggishness, inertness, inactivity; drowsiness, 

1526 Pilgr. Perf. (W. de W. 1531) 128 b, Theyr ende is 

drynesse of deuocyon, dulnesse of spiryte. x6xo Shaks. 
Temp . 1. ii. 185 Thou art inclinde to sleepe : ’tis a good 
dulnesse, And giue it way. 1665 Glanvill Scepsis Set. 75 
Such a Duiness and inactivity of humor. 1852 Grote 
Greece 11. lxxii. IX. 309 From the general dullness of char- 
acter pervading Spartan citizens. 

3. Gloominess of mind or spirits; now esp. as 
arising from want of interest. 

01369 Chaucer Dethe Blauncke 879 Dulnesse was of hir 
a-drad. 01400 Destr. Troy 9854 Letts no dolnes you 
drepe, ne your dede let. 1500-20 Dunbar Poems lxxvin. 
xo My heid.. Dullit in duiness and distress. 0x600 Shaks. 
Sonn. lvi. Do not kill The spirit of love with a perpetual 
dullness. 1654 Whitlock Zootomia 32 Mirth endeth in 
Dulnesse, if not Sadnesse. 

4. Irksomeness; uninteresting character or quality. 

1751 Johnson Rambler No. 141?* 5 A man of parts, who 

wanted nothing but the duiness of a scholar. 1781 Cowper 
Conversat. 609 Grave without duiness. 1871 L. Stephen 
Playgr. Eur. x. (18 94) 231 Th e deadly d uiness of the grounds 
that surround a first-class family mansion. 
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5 . Want of sensibility or acuteness (of the senses); 
want of sharpness, clearness, brightness, distinct- 
ness, or intensity (of physical qualities) ; bluntness, 
dimness, etc.: see Dull a. 2, 6, 7. 

c 3:440 Promp. Parv. 135/1 Dulnesse of egge, obtusifas . 
1567 Maplet Gr. Forest 3 b, Through y 1 dulnesse of his 
owne colour. 1833 J. Rennie Alph. Angling 50 Sport., 
depending, .on the brightness or dulness of the water. 

+ Dir 11 -pate. Obs. = Dull-head. So Dull- 
pa:te& a., clull-headed. 

15.. D odour doubble ale 47 In Hazl. E. P. P. III, 304 
They folo we perlowes lechis, And doctours dulpatis, That 
falsely to them pratis. 1580 Lyly Euphues (Arb.) 439 
Grose and dull pated. 1590 Swinburne Testaments 39 b. 
For his dull capacity he might worthily bee tearmed Gr os- 
sum caput, a dulpate or a dunse. 1668 Culpepper & Cole 
BarthoL Anat.x. xxiv. 59 Blockheads and dull-pated Asses. 
1705 Hickeringill Wks. (17x6) HI. 218 Dul-pates, 

, Dull-witted (dtf'lwited), a. [parasynthetic f. 
dull wit +■ -ED 2 .] Having a dull wit ; stupid. 

, 1387 Trevisa Hidden (Rolls) III. 467 Dyvers manere of 
soules. .beep wit ted in a cleer day, and dul witted in an 
hevy. 1553 Eden Treat. N ewe Ind. (Arb.) 22 Dulle witted, 
of no strength, and Idolaters, a 2680 Butler Rem. (1759111. 
476 Dull-witted Persons are . . the fittestlnstruments for Wise- 
men to employ. 1887 W. Gladden Parish Probl . 404 The 
average boy. .is [not] duller- witted . . now than I was then. 

Dully (dp'li), sb. colloq . [f. Dull a. + -y : cf. 
softy.] A dull or stupid person. 

1883 My Triv. Life <$• Misfort. xliv, I was lucky in my 
dully, since he could entertain himself. Most dullies can’t ! 
1887 Poor Nellie (1888' 12 Any. -gentleman or useful dully. 

Dully (dzHi), poetic. [In sense 1 , a Sc. variant 
of dolly, Dowie, or of Doly ; in sense 2, f. Dull a, 
+ -r (cf. vasty).] 

1 1 . Doleful, gloomy, dreary. Sc. Obs. 

1500-20 Dunbar Poems x. 37 Passit is jour dully nycht. 
Ibid. 1 . 15 Amang that dully glennis. 1528 Lyndesay 
Drenie 320 That dully den, that furneis infernal!. 

2 . Faint, indistinct. 

1832 Tennyson Palace Art lxix, Far off she seem’d to 
hear the dully sound Of human footsteps fall. 

Dully (d»*l,Ii), adv. [f. Dull a.-t-LY 2 .] In 
a dull manner. 

1 . Without quickness of understanding; stupidly. 

1533 More Debell. Salem Wks. 1029/1 In fayth that is 

spoken very dully. 1682 Shadwell Medal Ep. A, He., 
has perform’d it so dully, that if you put him away.. No 
body else will take him. 1706 Hearne Collect. 7 Jan., A 
dully stupid Creature. 1895 M. Corelli Sorrows of Satan 
7 So I thought, dully. 

2. Without energy or activity; sluggishly, inertly, 
drowsily. 

1591 Shaks. Two Gent. 1. i. 7 Liuing dully sluggardiz’d at 
home. 1698 Crowne Caligula v. Dram. Wks. 1874 IV. 
4x9 They, .in the lap of fortune dully dose. 1731 2nd Add. 
on Bowmans Serm. 6 Preaching the Word, not triflingly 
and dully, but with a warmth of affection. 1853 Kingsley 
Hypatia xi, He who cannot pray for his brothers.. will 
pray but dully. 

3 . Gloomily, sadly (obs.) ; with ennni ; irksomely, 
tediously ; without interest or enlivenment* 

1599 Shaks. Much Ado n. i 380 I warrant thee Claudio, 
the time shall not goe dully by vs. 1699 Garth Dispens.v. 
61 He’s always dully gay, or vainly grave. 1766 Goldsm. 
Vic. W. xx, All honest joggtrot men, who go on smoothly 
and dully. 1772 Mrs. Delany Lett. Ser. u. I. 538 The 

ark very fine indeed, the house dully magnificent. 2882 

tevenson New Arab.Nts. (1884) 76, I trust you did not 
find the evening hang dully on your hands. 

4 . In reference to the bodily senses, or to physical 
qualities : Bluntly, indistinctly, obscurely, dimly ; 
not keenly, clearly, or brightly. 

1430-40 Lydg. Bochas 1. xi. (1544) 23 a, He gan dully to 
heare their mocions. i486 Bk. St. Albans D iij. And thay 
be brokyn thay wyll sowne full dulli. 1626 Bacon Sylva 
§ 375 The Aire, if it be Moist, doth in a Degree quench the 
Flame.. and.. maketh it burne more dully. 1658 Sir T. 
Browne Hydriot, ii. (1736) 18 Many urns are. .dully sound- 
ing. a 1680 Butler Rem. (17591 H* 385 A Crocodile sees 
clearly in the Water, but dully on Land. 1879 Proctor 
Pleas . Ways Sc. i. 25 Dully glowing sodium vapour. 

Dully, obs, form of Duly. 

+ Dirlman. Obs. [f. Dull a. + Man.] A dull 
or stupid person ; humorously as a proper name. 

1615 J. Stephens Satyr. Ess. 38 And then right harmeles 
Dulman doth inchant the Scsene. 1635 Gram. Warre D vij, 
These bussards of Barbary, Ignoramus and Dulman his 
Clearke. a 1666 A. Brome To Friend % B. on his Trag. 
(R.), T dare not do’t, lest any dulman says We by consent 
do one another praise. 

Dulness : see Dullness. 

Bulocracy (diwlp-krasi). Also doulo-. [ad. 
Gr. dovXoKparia (Josephus), f. SowAos slave + - Kparia 
rule : see -cracy.] Government by slaves ; tbe rule 
of slaves. Hence Dulocratical a. rare *~°. 

Blount Glossogr., Dulocracy, Dulocratical. 1824 
(wDreais ofDulocracy. 1836 Hare Guesses (1867) 232 
We should be the sport of chance and caprice, as has ever 
happened to a people when fallen under a doulocracy. 

t Bulsaco'rdis. Obs. [Ultimately f. L, dulcis 
sweet + Accord sb. 4 or L. chorda string.]! Some 
kind of musical instrument. 

e 1450 Holland Bowlat 762 The dulset, the dulsacordis, 
the schalme of assay. 

Dulse (dels). Forms; 7- dulse; also 7 
duleasg, 8 dulish, Ir. delisk, Sc. dxlse, 9 dollish, 
duLce, dtd(l)esh, dylish, Ir. dillesk, -isk, -osk, 
Sc. dilee, dills, [ad. Ir. and Gael, duileasg, in 


W. delysg.] An edible species of seaweed, Rhody- 
menia palmata , having bright red, deeply divided 
fronds. In some parts applied to Iridsea eduhs. 

[1547 Salesbury Welsh Did., Dylysc , Tang.] 1684 
O’Flaherty West Connaught (1846) 99 Duleasg, or salt- 
leafe, is a weed growing on sea-rocks. 1698 M. Martin 
Voy. St. Kilda (1749) 58 They boil the Sea-Plants, Dulse 
and Slake. 1707 Sloane Jamaica I. 49 From this concre- 
tion . . sticking to the leaves of the Delisk , . it is that 
that plant is made delightful to the Irish palats. 1724 
Ramsay Tea-t. Misc. (1733) I. 9* Scrapt haddocks, wilks, 
dulse and tangle. 1732 Arbuthnot Rules of Diet 257 
Dilse, a Sea-Plant, antiscorbutick. 1807 J. Hall Trav . 
Scot. II. 351 Farmers collecting the djlce (as they name it). 
1859 Longf. in Life II. 387 The tide is low, and the purple 
dulse is lovely. 1875 Ure's Did. Arts I. 67 Rkodomenia 
palmata passes under a variety of names, dulse, dylish, or 
dellish. 1889 Barrie Wind. Thrums 1 v, Dulse is roasted by 
twisting it round the tongs fired to a red-heat, 
b. Comb., as dulse-dealer, -green, -man. 

1854 Illustr. Land . News 5 Aug. 118/4 Occupations of 
the People.. Dulse-dealer. 1883 Century Mag. Sept. 730/2 
Variously coloured tiles.. dark leaden gray for mud.. and 
dulse-green for sea-weed. 1889 Barrie Wind. Thrtuns iv. 
The dulseman wheeled his slimy boxes to the top of the brae. 

Bulsome (dzrlszmi), a. Obs. exc. dial. [f. Dull 
a. + -some : cf. darksome , etc.] Of a dull character 
or quality; dreary, dismal. 

1614 Lodge Seneca's Epist. 486 Darksome night Begins to 
spread her sad and silent eye Upon the dulsome earth. 
a 1770 C. Smart Hop Garden (R.s, What time Aquarius’ 
urn impends To kill the dulsome day. 1877 E. Peacock 
N. W. Line. Gloss, s.v., ‘It’s strange dulsome weather for 
August \ * He looks strange an' dulsome \ 

t Dult, a. Obs. [? related to Dull.] Blunt ; 
jig. dull, stupid. 

a; 1225 Ancr. R. 292 Idoluen mit te dulte neiles.. Pe neiles 
weren so dulte pet heo duluen his flesch. a 1225 Leg. Kath. 
1268 Of ded and of dult [v.r. dul] wit ! [kebetatis sensibus] 
Nu is ower stunde ! <21240 Ureisun in Cott. Horn. 203 
purh driuen fet and honden wiS dulte neiles. 

Dult (dzrtt), sb. Sc. = Dolt ; a dunce ; the boy 
at the bottom of a class or form. 

1825 in Jamieson. 1831 Blackw. Mag. XXX. 115 Aga- 
memnon should have been sent to school for a dult. 1837 
Lockhart Scott iii, The stupidity of some laggard on what 
is called the dults' bench. 

Dulwrlly. [? =* dull Willy.] A provincial 
name for the Ringed Plover, JEgialitis hiaticula . 

1802 G. Montagu Ornith. Did. (1833) 141. 

Duly (dizHi), adv. Forms ; 4-5 duelicli(e, 
dulich(e, 5-8 duely, 5- duly (5 duli, dueli, 
dewli, dwly, deuly, diewly, dieulie, duly©, 
5-6 dewly, 6 deulie, dulie, duely©, 7 Sc. dew- 
lie). [f. Due a. + -ly 2 .] In due manner, order, 
form, or season. 

1 . In a manner agreeable to obligation or pro- 
priety ; as is due ; rightly, properly, fitly. 

1382 Wyclif Num. xxix. 27 And the sacrifices . . duelich 
[1388 rijtfuli] je shulen halwe. 1399 Langl. Rich. Redeles 
1. 106 But had 3e do duly, and as a duke oughte. .Heshulde 
have hadde hongynge on hie on the fforckis. c 1430 Pilgr. 
Lyf Mankodei. cli. (1869) 76 Whan thou putt est thee oother 
weys than dueliche. c 1440 York Myst. 1. 11 Vnto my dyg- 
nyte dere sail diewly be dyghte A place. 1477 Certif. in 
Surtees Misc . (1888) 36 Dieulie sworn & examyned. 1531 
Elyot Gov. it. x, Well and duely employed. 1609 Skene 
Reg. Maj St at. Robt. Ill , c. 45 § 5 Gif they doe dewlie 
their office. 1613 Shaks. Hen. VIII , iv. ii. 150 That they 
may haue their wages, duly paid 'em. 1769 Robertson 
Ckas. V, III. vn. 28 Persons duely qualified. 1875 Jowett 
Plato (ed. 2) I. 349 A set oration duly ornamented with 
words and phrases. 3891 Law Rep. Weekly Notes 70/1 
These persons had never been duly appointed directors. 

2 . To the extent or degree that is due ; adequately, 
sufficiently, fully. 

1393 Gower Conf. III. 245 Whan kinde is dueliche served. 
c 1533 Remedie of Love (R.), Not to much, but duelymend- 
ing Both praise and blame. 1611 Shaks. Cymb. 1. i. 27 , 1 
do extend him (Sir) within himselfe. Crush him together 
rather than vnfold His measure duly, c r68o Beveridge 
Sertn. (1729) I. 514 Whosover duely considers it. 174a 
Young Nt. Th. 11. 97 The Man Is yet unborn, who duly 
weighs an Hour. 18x6 Keatinge Trav. (1817) I. 108 Just 
duly sufficient to shade this. 

3 . At the due time ; in due season, time, or order. 

1494 Fabyan Ckron. 2 Manyfolde storyes, in ordre duely 

sette. 1552 Huloet, Duelye or in due season, tempesthie. 
*596 Dalrymple tr. Leslie's Hist. Scot. vn. xcviii. (1895) 24 
From^ their first beginning, continual l successioun, duhe de- 
scending, all ordourlie. 1628 Digby Voy. Medit. (1868) 40 
The brize comes from the sea duely euerie day about noone. 
1638 Cowley Love's Riddle 11. i, What day did e'er peep 
forth In which I wept not dulier than the Morning? 17x2 
Steelf. Sped. No. 263 P 6, I will have my Rent duly paid. 
1865 Dickens Mut. Fr. n. i, And duly got to the Surrey side. 

Duly, anglicized form of Delia. 

1674 Brevint Saul at Endor xvi. 352 Devotion, .whether 
Duly or Hyperduly. 

Bum, obs. form of Doom, Dumb. 

y Du*mal* a. Obs. rare'" 0 , [ad. L. dumal-is, f. 
dumus bramble.] 

1656 Blount Glossogr., Dumal \ pertaining to Bryers, 

Dumb (d»m), a. (sb.) Forms : 1- dumb ; also 

3- 5 doumb(e, 3-6 domm(e, (4 doum, doump), 

4- 7 domb(e, dumbe, 5 doom, dowmb(e, 
dowm(e, dume, 5-6 dome, 5-7 dum, dmnmfe. 
[A Com. Tent. adj. : OE, dumb — OS. dumb (MDu. 
domp, dom, Du. dam, LG. dum ), O H G. tumb, 
tump (MHG. tump, turn, early mod.G. thumb. 


mod.G. dztmni), ON. dumbr (S w. dumb), Goth. 
dumbs . In Gothic, Old Norse, and OE. only 
in sense 1 mute, speechless’; in OHG. it shared 
this sense with those of ‘stupid’ and ‘deaf’; in 
the other langs. and periods, generally in sense 
‘ stupid though early mod. Ger. had also that of 
‘deaf’; see Grimm. These diverse applications 
suggest as the original sense some such notion as 
‘ stupid ‘ not understanding which might pass 
naturally either into ‘ deaf ’ or ‘ dumb *.] 

X. Destitute of the faculty of speech. Deaf and 
dumb : see Deaf a. re. 

c 1000 Ags. Gosp. Matt. ix. 32 His brohton hym dumbne 
man [Ruskw. G. monnu dumb and deaf] ; c 1000 /Elfric 
Horn. I. 202 Beo Su dumb o6]>a:t j >aet did beo acenned* 
c i2oo Trin. Coil. Horn. 125 ]>us bicom holi man dumb. 
1297 R. Glouc. (1724) X31 pe mai.stres sete stilie y now, 
ry3t as heo doumbe were, c 1380 Wyclif Serm. Sel, Wks. 
I. 29 A deef man and a doumbe was helid of Crist, c 1450 
Merlin 172 Thei were alle stilie and mewet as though thei 
hadde be dombe. 1523 Skelton Garl. Laurel 82 Better a 
dum mouthe than a brainles scull. 1535 Coverdale Hab. 
ii. 18 Therfore maketh hedomme Idols. 1613 Sir H. Finch 
Law (1636) 103 Diuers may haue vnderstanding by their 
sight onely, though dumb and deafe. 1678 Yng. Man's 
Call. 284 Worshippers of dum idols. 1785 Mad. D’Arblay 
Diary x 6 Dec., It appears quite as strange to meet with 
people who have no ear for music . . as to meet with people 
who are dumb. 1865 Tylor Early Hist. Man. iv. 66 
Every deaf and dumb child is educated, more or less, by 
living among those who speak. 

absol. c xooo ^Blfric Horn. I. 544 Hi forgeafon . . dumbtun 
sprsece. c 1200 Vices 4 ' Virtues (1888) 75 pe blinde^ oe 
dumbe, Se deaue, Se halte. 1382 Wyclif Prov. xxxi. 8 
Open e thi mouth to the dumbe. i6xx Bible Isa. xxxv. 6 
The tongue of the dumbe [shall] sing. 1884 tr. Lotzes Logic 
14 The ideas of the deaf and dumb. 

b. Applied to the lower animals (and, by exten- 
sion, to inanimate nature) as naturally incapable of 
articulate speech. 

a 1000 Andreas 67 (Gr.) Swa Ipa. dumban neat. <2x225 
Ancr. R. 134 Of dumbe bestes & of dumbe fueles leorneo 
wisdom & lore, a 1300 Cursor M. 11222 He. .did F e dumb 
asse to speke. 1340 Hampole Pr. Consc. 49 pe creatours 
pat er dom, And na witt ne skille has. c 1489 Caxton 
Sonnes of Aymon iii. 82 They slewe the one thother, as 
doram bestes. 1593 Q. Eliz. Boeth. (E. E. T. S.) 31 That 
the divine Creature . . should no otherwise florish, but that 
it neede possession of dom [L. inanimates] ware? 1697 
Dryden Virg. Georg. 1. 644 Dumb Sheep and Oxen spoke. 
Ibid. m. 722 A Plague did on the dumb Creation rise. 1849 
Lytton Caxtons xvm. ii, To waste on a dumb animal what 
. . many a good Christian would be . . glad of. 

e. Without the power of making their voice 
effectively heard ; without any voice in the manage- 
ment of affairs. 

2856 Olmsted Slave States 215 The dumb masses have 
often been so lost in this shadow of egotism, thaq (etc,]. 
1878 Morley Carlyle 191 He talks of the dumb millions in 
terms of fine and sincere humanity. 

d. In proverbial phrases. 
c 1340 Cursor M. 13739 (Fairf.) pai wex doumbe as stane. 
1382 Wyclif Isa. lvi. io_ Doumbe dogges not mowende 
berken, seende veyne thingus, slepende, and loouende 
sweuenus. c 1384 Chaucer H. Fame n. 148 Dombe as any 
stoon Thou sittest at another booke. a 1400-50 Alexander 
4747 Dom as a dqre-nayle and defe was he bathe, c 2440 
York Myst. xxxiii. 65 Domme as a dore gon he dwell. 
a 1607 J. Raynolds Proph. Obad. ii. (1613) 29 The Ignorance 
of many, that are dumbe dogges, and cannot barke, 1770 
Foote Lame Lover 1. Wks. 1799 II. 61 A whole family 
dumb as oysters, ex 793 Spirit Pub. Jmls. (1799) 1 . 13 
When Pitt, as a fish, in the Commons was dumb, 

2 . Temporarily bereft of the power of speech, 
from astonishment, grief, or some mental shock. 

ax 300 Cursor M. 24308 (GStt.) For morning al dumb war 
]>ai. 1388 Wyclif Ps. xxxviii. 10 [xxxix. o], I was doumbe, 
and openyde not my mouth ; for thou hast maad, 1523 
Douglas AEneis iv. i. 1 Enee half wod and doum. stude. 
2635 J. Hayward tr. Biondis Banish'd Virg. 29 Strucken 
dumbe remain’d Feredo with this, .dishonest proposition. 
2714 Miss Vanhomrigh in Swift's Lett. (1766) IX. 287 
There is something in your looks so awful, that it strikes 
me dumb. 2870 Emerson Soc. $ Solit., Clubs Wks. (Bohn) 
IIL 95 Men of a delicate sympathy, who are dumb in 
a mixed company, 2888 J. Inglis Tent Life in Tiger land 
31, 1 was struck dumb with astonishment for the minute. 

8 . That does not or will not speak; that remains 
persistently silent ; little addicted to speech ; taci- 
turn, reticent. 

2406 Hocclbve La Male Regie 433 The prouerbe is ‘ the 
doumb man no lond getith 1581 G. Pettie tr. Guazzo's 
Civ. Conv. ii. (1586) 129 That they be neither to talkative, nor 
to dumbe. 260a Shaks. Ham. 1. i. 171 This Spirit dumbe 
to vs, will speake to him. 1629 Milton Nativity 173 The 
Oracles are dumb. 2719 De Foe Crusoe n. xiv, He was 
dumb all the rest of the way. 174a Young Nt. Th. iv. 727 
Nature is dumb on this Important point 1843 Carlyle 
Past Pr. in. v, The English are a dumb people, 
t b. Const, from , of. Obs. 
c 2380 Wyclif Wks. (1880) 60 [pei] hen doumb fro pe 
gospel, and tellen here oweu lawis. Ibid. 420 His herdis. . 
be doump of lore of lif and lore of word to helpe per sheepe. 
C. To sing dumb ; to be silent, bold one’s peace, 
1725 Auld Stuarti Buck again, in Jacobite Songs (1871) 27 
We’ll either gar them a’ sing dumb, Or ‘ Auld Stuarts hack 
again '. 1725 Ramsay Gentle Sheph. 11. iii, I'll tell them 
tales will gar them a* sing dumb. 1752 Scotland's Glory, etc. 
54 When this is answered I’ll sing dumb. 

4 . Of things or actions : Not characterized by or 
attended with speech or vocal utterance. Dumb 
crambo ; see Crambo i b. See also Dumb show. 
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Dumb cake, a cake made in silence on St. Mark’s Eve, 
with numerous ceremonies, by maids, to discover their future 
husbands (H alii well). 

*53® Starkey England i. iv. 103 So long as the kyng vs 
lyuely reson.,so long.., he ys aboue hys lawys, wych be 
but, as you wyl say, rayson dome. 1580 Sidney Arcadia 
1. iii. (1590) 10 b, His countenance could not but with dumme 
Eloquence desire it. 1592 Shaks. Ven. <$• Ad. 359 All this 
dumbe play had his acts made plain. 1610 — Temp . mi. 
iii, 39 Expressing, .a kinde Of excellent dumb discourse. 
51725 De Foe Voy. round World (1840) 344 Doing all by 
signs and dumb postures. 18x4 Mrs. J. West Alicia De 
Lacy I. 30 Her employ is making dumb cakes, and tying 
girdles round the bed-posts to dream of her sweet-heart. 
Ibid. III. 2x4. 1865 Dickens Mut. Fr. 11. xii, Pleasant 
answered with a short dumb nod. 

5. Not emitting sound, unaccompanied or un- 
attended by sound of any kind ; silent, mute ; un- 
heard, from the sound being dro wned by a louder one. 

[c xoqoAElfric Gram. iii. ( 2 .) 6 pa o$re ni^on consonantes 
synd gecwedene mu tee, beet synd dumbe.] 1606 Shaks. 
Ant & Cl, 1. v. 50 Wbat I would haue spoke, Was beastly 
dumbe [mod. edd. dumbed] by him. m68o T, Brooks in 
Spurgeon Treas. Dav, Ps. cxxvii, 2 Written with a 
quiet dumb letter. 1724 Ramsay Tea-t. Misc. (1733) II. 
149 This is the dumb and dreary hour When injur’d ghosts 
complain. 1805 Wordsw. Waggoner 39 All the while his 
whip is dumb. 1819 Shelley Peter Bell 1. xiii, Its thunder 
made the cataracts dumb. 1822-34 Good Study pled. (ed. 
4 ) 1 - 385 The trachea is straight in the tame or dumb 
swan. 1842 Tennyson Sir Galahad 52 The streets are 
dumb with snow. 1891 R. Kipling Eng, Flag xvii. in 
Nat. Observer 4 Apr. 511/1 The dead dumb fog hath 
wrapped it. 

b. Dumb peal\ a muffled peal of bells. 

S799 Naval Chron. II. 264 A dumb or mourning peal., 
was rung. 1837 Bos/on. Advertiser to Jan. 2/1 [He] was 
greeted on his return home with a dumb-peal. 

c. Giving no sound on percussion, as a tumour. 

1879 J. M. Duncan Led . Dis. Women 1, (1889) 3 The ear 

may find it dumb, or may find a souffle or a pulse. Ibid. 
xv. 112 The tumour is rounded, dull on percussion, dumb, 
slightly displaceable. 

6 . Applied to mechanical contrivances which take 
the place of a human agent. See Du mb- waiter. 

Dumb borskolder'. see Hasted (as cited), L. J. Jennings 
Rambles among the Hills (1880) 299. 

1782 Hasted Hist. Kent II. 284/2 Electing a Deputy to 
the Dumb Borskolder 0/ Chart , as it was called. 1793 
B. Edwards Hist W. Indies in Burrowes Cycl. X. 286/r 
The canes are turned round the middle roller by a piece of 
frame work of a circular form, which is called in Jamaica, 
the dumb-returner. 1853 (title) Specif. S. Blackwell’s 
Patent for . . ‘ constructing a certain article of saddlery 
denominated a dumb jockey 

7. Saying nothing to the understanding ; inexpres- 
sive, meaningless ; stupid, senseless. Now rare. 

1531 Tindalk Exp. 1 John (1537) 53 They wyl breake in 
to thy conscience, as the byshop of Rome doeth with his 
domme traditions. 1542-5 Brinklow Lament. If. 18 b, A 
popishe Masse, .is to the people a domme, yea a deadecere- 
monye. 1643 Sir T. Browne Relig. Med. 1. § 17 ’Twas not 
dumbe chance, that.. contrived a miscarriage in the Letter. 

8 . Lacking some property, quality, or accompani- 
ment, normally belonging to things of the name. 

Dumb ague , one in which the paroxysms are obscure. 
Dumb arck : cf. Bund a. 10. Dumb chamber , one having 
no outlet. Dumbfsk: cf. Dunfish. Dumb nettle, the 
Dead-nettle : cf. Blind-nettle. Dumb nut (Sc. dial.), 
a deaf nut. Dumb piano, a contrivance having a set of 
keys like a piano and used for exercising the fingers. Also 
Dumb barge, -bell, craft. 

1638 Sir T. Herbert Trav. (ed. 2) 131 Musick, three kettle 
drummes, and six dumb Musquets. 1792 J. Belknap New- 
Hampsh. III. 214 Lar^e thick fish, which after being pro- 
perly salted and dried, is kept alternately above and under 
ground, till it becomes so mellow as to be denominated dumb 
fish. 1853 G. Bird Urin. Deposits (ed. 4) 435 Imperfect 
paroxysms, the ‘ dumb-ague ’ as they are often.. called. . 
appear again. 1866 Mitchell Hist. Montrose viii. 80 The 
dumb overarched spaces where the letters are put in. 1871 
Sir T. Watson Princ. $ Pract. Med. (ed. 5) II. xxxv. 763 
This state is commonly known, .as the dumb ague, or the 
dead ague; the patient is said not to shake out. 1888 
Gowers Dis. Nervous Syst . II; 674 Gymnastic exercises 
are often useful, .for which with advantage a ‘ dumb piano ’ 
may be used. 1894 W. M. F. Petrie Hist Egypt I. 185 A 
long staircase, which ended in a dumb chamber. 

+ 0. Lacking brightness ; dull, dim. nonce-use. 

1720 De Foe Capt. Singleton xviiL (1840) 315 Her stem., 
was painted of a dumb white, or dun colour. 

+ B. absol. or as sb. Obs. 1. A dumb person. 

[cxooo Ags. Gosp. Matt. ix. 33 Utadrifene )?am deofle, se 
dumbe spraec.]^ 1596 Dalrymple Leslie's Hist Scot, (x 888) 
I. 122 A murthirer, a dum [mutus], or vngrate to his parents. 

2. A dumb state; a fit of dumbness. 

1640 Nabbfjs Bride 11. ii, Suddaine dumbs : Whence are 
they ? c *678 Roxb. Ball. (1882) IV. 358 Can, you cure a 
Wc man of the Dumb ? 

C. Comb. a. general, as dumb-lorn , -cowed, 
- discoursive , -doggish, -mad, - stricken , - struck , etc. 

158° Sidney Arcadia in. 244 Thus would hee. .bee dumb- 
stricken when her presence gave him fit occasion of speak- 
ing. 1594 Drayton Ideas xxxv, A dumb-born muse made 
to express the mind. <12x6x3 Overbury Characters , Distaster 
0/ Times Wks. {1856) 128 He is often dumb-mad, and goes 
fetter’d in his owne entrailes. 1852 Thackeray Esmond 1, 
ix, Poor young Esmond was so dumb-stricken that he did 
not even growl. X887 Sir R. H. Roberts In the Shires 
vi. 104 For a few moments he remained dumb-struck. 1887 
Ruskin Prseterita II. 332 Affectionate in a dumb-doggish 
sort 1890 R, Kipling Willie Winkie 63 They were openly 
beaten, whipped, dumb-cowed, shaking and afraid. 

b. Special combinations: Dumb-chalder or 
-cleat, a metal cleat, bolted to the back of the 


stem-post for one of the rudder-pintles to rest on 
(Smyth Sailor's Word -Ik,); dumb -drift, an air- 
way conveying foul air to the upcast shaft of a 
mine, past and not through the ventilating furnace, 
called when so arranged a dumb-fumace ; dumb- 
piatle, a peculiar kind of pintle or rudder-strap ; 
dumb-scraping, ‘scraping wet-docks with blunt 
scrapers’ (Smyth); dumb sheave, a sheaveless 
block having a hole for a rope to be reeved through ; 
dumb singles, a kind of silk merely wound and 
cleaned (SimmondsZ^V/. Trade)', dumb-sound v., 
to deaden the sound or noise of ; dumb-tooling 
(Book-binding) — blind tooling ; dumb well, a well 
sunk into a porous stratum, to carry off surface water 
or drainage ; also called blind will, dead well. 

x88x Raymond Mining Gloss., * Durnb-drift, an air-way 
conveying air around, not through, a ventilating furnace to 
the upcast. 1874 Knight Did. Meek., *Dumb furnace, 
c 1850 Rudim. Navig. (Weale) 137 Sometimes one or two 
are shorter than the rest, and work in a socket-brace, 
whereby the rudder turns easier : the latter are called 
*dumb-pintles. 1867 Smyth Sailor's W ord-bk. s. v. Pintles , 
The rudder is hung on to a ship by pintles and braces., 
a dumb pintle on the heel finally takes the strain off the 
hinging portions, c 1860 H. Stuart Seaman's Cateck, 74 
There is a live sheave for the working top pendant, and 
a *dumb one for the hawser. 1882 Nares Seamanship 
fed. 6 ) 32 It is rove over a dumb sheave in the flying jib-boom 
end. 1882 Even. Standard 3 Feb., To compel the Com- 
pany to * *dumb-sound ’ and make water-tight, a bridge 
which they propose building across Montpellier Road, 
1895 J. Zaehnsdorf Short Hist. Bkbind.ix Great aptitude 
for receiving impressions of *dumb or blind tooling. 1878 
J. T. Bunce Hist. B'ham I. 325 The contents of water- 
closets. .pass, .into *dumb wells. x888 Law Rep. Ch. Div. 
XXXIX. 272 A dumb well, viz. a well into which waste 
water flows through a pipe and thence percolates into the 
soil, is not a * drain or watercourse ’ within the meaning of 
the Highway Act 5 & 6 Wm. IV. c. 50 § 67. 

Bumb, v. [f. prec. adj. (OE. had, in sense 1 , 
adumbian.) ] 

+ 1. intr. To become dumb, speechless, or silent. 

[cxooo^j. Gosp. Mark i. 25 A-dumba and ga of Jrisum 
men.] a 1300 E. E. Psalter xxxviii[i]. 3 I doumbed [v.r. 
ic a-dumbade] and meked, and was ful stiller, a 1340 
Hampole Psalter xxxviiifi]. 13 , 1 dumbid, and i oppynd not 
ray mouth. 

2. trans. To render dumb, silent, or unheard. 

1608 Shaks. Per. v. Prol. 5 Deep clerks she dumbs. 
a x6i8 Sylvester Sonn. late Mirac. Peace xxv. 3 Deafning 
the winds, dumbing the loudest thunders. 1650 W. Brough 
Sacr. Princ . (1659) 2I 9 It.. dumbs the mouth to prayer. 

1885 Burton Arab. Nts. (1887) III. 14 A splendour that 
dazed the mind and dumbed the tongue. 1895 Daily Tel. 
22 Aug. 5/1 Sounds at sea. .becoming arrested, and, as it 
were, dumbed by new strata of air. 

Dumb barge, [see Dumb a. 8 .] A barge with- 
out mast or sails. On the Thames applied to the 
ordinary lighters which travel up and down river 
by means of the tide. (See also quot. 1886 , and 
cf. Dummy sb. 4 c.) 

1869 Daily News 24 May, There are, we believe, some 
four thousand ‘dumb’ barges belonging to the port, and 
2,385 sailing barges. 1884 W. C. Russell Jack's Court- 
ship xix, Didn’t you notice the dumb-barge right in the 
road of the tug? Those things are the curse of the river. 

1886 N. 4 Q. 7th Ser, I. 28 (Editor) A dumb barge used to 
signify a barge used as a pier, and not for the conveyance 
of merchandise. 1891 Daily News 3 Oct. 3/8 The dumb 
barge Athens, laden with sugar, was proceeding up the 
Thames. 1896 Letter fr. London Ship-owner \ The barges 
used for wrecks are large dumb barges, but the word would 
have to be qualified in some way to convey any other mean- 
ing here than an ordinary cargo lighter. 

Bumb-bell (dzrmbel), sb. 

1. Formerly, An apparatus, like that for swing- 
ing a church-bell, but without the bell itself, and 
thus making no noise, in the ‘ringing’ of which 
bodily exercise was taken, h. Also, applied to a 
similar apparatus, used in learning bell-ringing. 

17x1 Addison Sped. No. 115. I* 7, I exercise myself an 
Hour every Morning upon a dumb Bell, that is placed in a 
corner of my room.. My Landlady and her daughters., 
never come into my room to disturb me while I am ringing. 
1747 Gentl. Mag. XVII. 77. 1784 Wesley Wks. (1872) XI. 
520 If you cannot ride or walk abroad, use, within, a dumb- 
bell, or a wooden horse. x888 J. Dixon in N. § Q. 7th 
Ser. VI. 282. 1895 R. S. Ferguson in Archsol. Jml. 

LII. 45 A contrivance or machine at Knole, called, the 
* Dumb Bell’, which stands in an attic called the ‘Dumb 
Bell Gallery ’. 1896 Ibid. LIIL 23 Two instances of actual 

dumb bells, that is of dumb bells used for the purpose of 
teaching beginners the art of change-ringing. 

2. An instrument of wood or iron, consisting of 
a short bar or slender connecting-piece weighted at 
each end with a roundish knob; used in pairs, 
which are grasped in the hands and swung for 
exercise. 

[X7X1 Addison Sped . No. 1x5 f 8 (Described under the 
name of <rKioju,ax«t>.] 1785 F. Tytler Lounger No. 24 P 3. 
It was Peter’s province.. to attend me at noon with the 
dumb-bells, and measure out my hour of exercise. 1824 
Miss Mitford Pillage Ser. 1. (1863) 208 Talking, .is nearly 
as good to open the chest as the dumb-bells. 1894 Hall 
Caine Manxman 426 A stone like a dumb-bell, large at 
both ends and narrow in the middle. 

3. An object of the shape of a dumb-bell or of 
two rounded masses with a narrowed connecting 
part. a. Applied to microscopic crystals of oxalate 


of lime, etc. found in the urine, "b. A name for 
a diplococcus. 

a. [1844 G. Bird Urin. Deposits 127 In a very few cases 

the oxalate is met with in very remarkable crystals shaped 
like dumb-bells or rather like two kidneys with their con- 
cavities opposed, Ibid. 128 Large ‘dumb-bell’ crystals.] 
1864 G. Harley in Med. Times 4 Gaz. II. 535 Lithatesmav 
be found as dumb-bells. y 

b. 1885 E. Klein Micro-Organisms 4* Dis. (1886) 58 
Between the individuals of a dumb-bell there is always 
noticeable a short pale intervening bridge. 

4 . altrib. and Comb., as dumb-bell-shape, - shaped 
adj. Dumb-bell nebula, a nebula oi this shape 
in the constellation Vulpecula. 

x8z6 R. H. Froude Rem. (18381 1 . 83 This is the third day 
I have practised a dumb-bell exercise. [1833 Sir J, Her- 
schel Cat al. Neb. in Phil. Trans, exxm. 465 A nebula shaped 
like a dumb-bell.] 184. Nichol Archit. Heav . (18515 8x 
The celebrated ‘Dumb Bell ’ nebula of Sir John Herschel. 
1867-77 G. F. Chambers Astron. vi. iv. 536 A curious object 
near the 5th-magnitude star 14 Vulpeculae. .usually known 
as the ‘Dumb-bell ’ nebula. 1844-57 G. Bird Urin. Deposits 
(ed, 5) 29 A very thick double convex lens excavated at the 
sides into a kind of dumb-bell shape. 1870 Rolleston 
Anim. Life 77 A dumb-bell-shaped mass. 

Hence Bivxnb-'belX v., a. intr. To practise with 
dumb-bells ; b. trans. To exercise or drill with 
dumb-bells. So Du’mb-beller. 

1827 Mirror II. 274/2 Gymnasticating, dumb-belling, and 
dancing- mastering, will not put quicksilver into a man's 
neck. x88x Miss Braddon Asph. 1 . 144 How I have been. . 
governessed . . and back-boarded . . and duinb-belkd. 1891 
Du Maukier Peter Ibbet son 11. in Harper's Mag.]\x\y 177/1 
A. .persevering dumb-beller and Indian-clubber. 

Bmiib cane. A West Indian araceous plant, 
Dieffenbachia Seguine, so called from the effect of 
its acrid juice upon the tongue : see quot 1830. 

1696 Phil. Trans. XIX. 296 The Dumb Cane. . is not pro- 
perly any Species of Reed or Cane, but of Arum or Wake- 
Robin. 1707 Sloane Jamaica I. 168. X750 G. Hughes 

Barbadoes 252. 1830 Lindley Nat. Syst. Bot. 287 The 
Dumb Cane, .has the power, when chewed, of swelling the 
tongue and destroying the power of speech. 

Dumb craft, [see Dumb a. 8, Craft 9.] 

a. In some places = Dumb barge, b. More 
particularly, A heavy boat, hulk, or ‘hopper* 
without sail or propelling power, used for weighing 
up and raising sunken ships, or heavy matter from 
the sea-bottom or river-bed. (So in regular use on 
the Tyne.) e. ‘ An instrument somewhat similar 
to the screw-jack, having wheels and pinions which 
protrude a ram, the point of which communicates 
the power.’ (Ogilvie.) ? -SV. 

1867 Smyth Sailor's Word-bk., Dumb-craft, lighters, 
lamps, or punts, not having sails. _ Also, a name for the 
screws used for lifting a ship on a slip. 

Dumbfound* dnmfound (dmnfcurnd), v. 
[app. f. Dumb a. + -found in Confound.] trans. 
To strike dumb ; to confound, confuse ; to nonplus. 

1653 Urquhart Rabelais 1. vi. (1694) 22, I beseech you 
never Dum-found or Embarrass your Heads with these 
idle Conceits. x68x Otway Soldier's hort. n. i, He has but 
one eye, and we are on bis blind side; I’ll dumb-found him 
(strikes him on the shoulder). 1762 Sterne Tr, Shandy VI. 
ii, To cramp and dumbfound his opponents. x86i Darwin 
in Life 4 Lett. U887) II. 361, I cannot wriggle out of it; 
I am dumbfounded. 

Hence Dumbfou*nded ppl. a., Dumbfoirnding 
vbl. sb. and ppl. a. 

x68z Epil. to Mrs. Behn's False Count, Among all the 
follys here abounding, None took like the new Ape-trick of 
Dumfounding. 1690 Dryden Prol. to Beaum. 4 * Fits 
Prophetess 47 That witty recreation, call’d dumb-founding. 
1770 C. Jenner Placid Man II. 139 That kind of dumb- 
founding astonishment. 18x5 Moore Mem. (1853) H. 70 
The dum-founded fascination that seizes people. 

BxunbfoTrnder, dumfounder, v. [f. 
prec.: assimilated to Founder v.~\ *=prec. 

17x0 Fanatick Feast 16 Both which Blockheads..! could 
dumb-founder with a single syllogism. 1741 Richardson 
Pamela (1824) I. x8x Poor Beck, poor Beck; ’fore gad, 
she’s quite dumb-founder’d. 1848 C. Bronte J. Eyre (1857) 
156 I . . stood . . dumbfoundered at. .her miraculous self- 
possession. 1859 G. Rawlinson Herodotus vi. cxxix, Hip- 
poclides, who quite dumbfoundered the rest, called aloud 
to the flute-player, and bade him strike up a dance. 

Dumbfoundered ppl. a.; Dumbfoumderment. 

j 880 Blackw. Mag. Mar. 368 A state of body and mind 
made up one-half of benumbment, the other half of dumb- 
founderment. 1883 A. S. Swan Aldersyde 1. x. x6o In 
dumfoundered amazement. 

Bumble-, in names of insects, app. the same as 
Dummel; but varying with bumble drumble-, 
humble -. 

t Bumble bee. Obs. rare, [see prec.] A drone. 

1577 Northbrooke Dicing (1843) 71 To liue, like the ydle 
dumble bee in the hyue, vpon. .other mennes labours. 

Bumbledore, dumble- dor e (d# mb’lido<a). 
local, [f- Dumble- + Dor sb . 1 : see also Dbumble- 
dore.] A humble-bee or bumble-bee; also dial . 
a cockchafer. . 

1787 Grose Prov. Gl., Dumble-dore, an humble, or bumble- 
bee. 1799 Southey in Robberds Mem. W. Taylor^ I. 264 
Is it not the humble-bee, or wbat we call the ‘dumble 
dore a word whose descriptive droning deserves a place 
in song? 1837 — Doctor IV. Interch. xvi. 383 Gt Bees* 
however, let me be likened to a Dumbledore, which Dr. 
Southey says is the most goodnatured of God’s Insects. 
1856 Miss Yongb Daisy Chain 1. xxvi. (1879) 276 Buzzed 
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and. hummed over by busy, blacktailed yellow-banded 
dumbledores. 1863 G. Kearley Links in Chain iii. 57 In 
Hampshire these insects [humble bees] are Dumbledors, in 
other districts Bumble bees, and hummel bees. 1880 Com - 
wall Gloss., Dumbledory , cockchafer. 

D umb ly (d»*mli), adv. [f. Dumb a. + -ly 2,] 
In a dumb manner ; speechlessly, mutely. 

1553 Huloet, Dombely, mute. 1592 Shaks. Ven. 4 Ad. 
1059 Dumblie she passions, frantikely she doteth. 1593 — 
Rich. II, v. i. 95 One Kisse shall stop our mouthes, and 
dumbely part. <*1843 Hoop Bridge of Sighs xvii, Cross 
her hands humbly, As if praying dumbly. 1859 Tennyson 
Enid 1x77 Your wretched dress . .dumbly speaks Your 
story, that this man loves you no more. 

Dumbness (dzrmnes). [f. as prec. +■ -ness.] 
The quality or condition of being dumb ; inability 
to speak ; speechlessness ; silence, muteness. 

C1380 Wycuf Wks. (1880) 126 To displese god bi suf- 
frynge of opyn synn e& domnpnesse. c 1440 Promp. Parv. 
135/1 Dumnesse, mu tit as, tacitumitas. ci^$oCov. Myst . 
(Shaks. Soc.) 125 The plage of dompnesse his lippis lappyd, 
1563 Jewel Def. Apol. 553 (R.) This therefore is no spiritual 
dumbenesse. x6n Shaks. Wint . T. y. ii. 14 There was 
speech in their dumbne^se, Language in their very gesture. 
1861 O’Curry Led , MS. Materials Irish Hist. 253 The 
spell of his dumbness was broken, and the young man spoke. 

Dumb show. 

1 . In the early drama, A part of a play repre- 
sented by action without speech, chiefly in order to 
exhibit more of the story than could otherwise be 
included, but sometimes merely emblematical. 

X561 Norton & Sackv. Gorboduc (1847) 94 The Order of 
the domme she we before the firste Acte, and the Significa- 
tion therof. 1602 Shaks. Ham. in. ii. 14 Groundlings, 
who (for the most part) are capeable of nothing, but inex- 
plicable dumbe shewes, and noise, a 1628 F. Greville. 5 VV/. 
ney (1652) 77 Both stood still a while, like a dumb shew in a 
tragedy. 1674 S. Vincent Gallant’s Acad. 20 You have 
heard.. nothing but the Prologue, and seen no more than a 
Dumb Show: Our Veins Comedia steps out now. 2887 
Saintsbury Hist. Elizab. Lit. vii. (1890) 275 The recourse 
to dumb show (which, however, Webster again permitted 
himself in The Duchess). 

2 . Significant gesture without speech. 

1588 Shaks. Tit. A. iii. i. 31 Or shall we bit our tongues, 
and in dumbe shewes Passe the remainder of our..dayes? 
1611 Cotgr., Emparle silence , a dumbe shew, or speaking 
by signes. 1711 Addison Sped. No. 123 r 5 Expressing in 
dumb Show those Sentiments of .. Gratitude that were 
too big for Utterance. x888 Frith Autobiog. III. v. 109 A 
great master in the art of conveying a story by dumb-show. 

3. attrib., as dumb show-man. 

1812 J. Nott Dekkers Gvlls Horne-bk. 56 note, A sort of 
dumb-show-man stands forth between the acts, holding up 
a board on which is inscribed the business of the act about 
to commence. 

Bnmls-waiter. [see Dumb a. 8.] 

1 . An article of dining-room furniture, intended 
to dispense with the services of a waiter at table. 

In its typical form, an upright pole bearing one or more 
revolving trays or shelves.^ On these are placed dishes and 
other table requisites, which can thus readily be got at as 
required. Other simpler forms have also been used. 

*755 Mem. Capt. P. Drake II. iii, 49 As soon as Supper 
was over, Glasses and a Bottle of Burgundy with a Flask of 
Champaign, was laid on the Table, with a Supply of those 
Wines on a Dumb-Waiter. 1779 Boswell in Fitzgerald Life 
{1891) 265 We dined in all the elegance of two courses and 
a dessert, with dumb waiters. 1824 Scott Let. to Ld. Mon - 
tagu 14 Apr. in Lockhart. 18S1 Dickens Gt. Expect . 
xxvi, A capacious dumb-waiter, with a variety of bottles and 
decanters on it. 1884 Shorthouse Schoolmaster Mark n. 
vii, Dumb waiters, .were placed by the table’s side, and the 
servants left the room. 

2 . (U. S.) ‘A movable frame, by which, dishes, 
etc. are passed from one room or story of a house 
to another.’ (Webster, 1864.) 

[* So called in my father’s house,” F. Hall.] 

Bumby, earlier form of Dummy. 

Bume, obs. f. Dumb ; obs. Sc. f. Doom v. 
Dnmetose (diz/m/t^s), a. Hot. [f. L. dumetum 
thicket (of thorn -bushes), f. dumus thorn-bush, 
bramble: see -ose.] Bush-like. 
a 1864 Henslow is cited by Webster. 

Dumfound, -er : see Dumbfound, -er. 
Buimuel (dzrmel), a. ( sb .) dial. [app. a deriv. of 
Dumb, with the more general sense seen in Ger. 
dumm, Du. domm .] 

A. adj. Stupid, dull, slow. B. sb. A dumb 
person ; a stupid, dull person. 

1370 Levins Manip. 55 A Dumel, stupidus . . A Dummel, 
mutus. 1847-78 Halliwell, Dummil, a slow jade. Salop . 
1878 Jefferies Gamekeeper at H. 155 Severe weather, 
which makes all wild animals * dummel 1881 Leicestersh. 
Gloss., Dummel, a dolt ; a blockhead. 1883 Hampsh. Gloss., 
Dumbie , stupid. Dummell, slow to comprehend. x888 
Berksh. IV ds., Dummle, in animals, sluggish. 

+ Du*ramerell. Obs . rare- 1 , [f. Dumb a.] A 
dumb person ; a dummy. 

X592 G. Harvey Pierce’s Super. 185 Is it not impossible 
tor Humanity to be a Spittle-man, Rhetorique a dummerell 
, . History a bankrowt ? 

+ Bu’lttmerer. Old slang. Also 6 dommerar, 
7 -er. [f. Dumb #.] The cant name for a beggar 
who pretended to be dumb. 

1367 Harman Caveat xii. (1869) 57 The Dommerars are 
lewd and most subtyll people ; the moste part of these are 
Walch men. ^ 16x5 J. Stephens Satyr. Ess. 274 It is 
thought he will turne Dummerer, he practises already, and 
is. .many times taken speechlesse. 1622 Fletcher Beggar's 
Bush il i, Higgen your orator .. That whilom was your 
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Dommerer. 1723 in New Cant Diet. 1834 H. Ainsworth 
Rookwood hi. v, The dummerar, whose tongue had been 
cut out by the Algerines. 

Bummify (dz> raifoi), v. nonce-wd. [f. Dummy 
+ -FY.] trans. To make a dummy of. 

1893 Cady Fl. Dixie, in Mod. Rev. I. v. 461 Royalty, 
mummyfied by custom and dummyfied by Law. 

Bn •mminess. rare . [f. next + -ness.] The 
quality of being a dummy. 

1852 C. A. Bristed Eng. University (ed. 2) 235 note, A 
little anecdote, .which, .strikingly illustrates the dumminess 
of a certain class of the English population. 

Dummy, dumby (dz?-mi), sb. Also 6-7 '-Sc. 
dummie, dumbie, 8 dummee, 9 dumbo©, [f. 
Dumb a. + -y. Cf. Blacky, Darky.] 

1 . A dumb person, colloq. 

1598 Ferguson Scot. Prov. (1785) 10 (Jam.) Dummie canna 
lie. x6xo Boyd Last Battell of Soule (1629) 1049 Jam.) All 
men are lyers, but Dummie cannot lye. i68x Colvil Whigs 
Supplic. (1751) 120 Like to dumbies making signs. x8 23 
Moore Fables 26 The wise men of Egypt were secret as 
dummies. 1826 J. Wilson Noct. Ambr. Wks. 1855 I.117 
Tongue-tied like a dumbie. a 2849 Hor. Smith Addr. 
Mummy ii, Speak t for thou long enough hast acted dummy. 

2 . At Whist, An imaginary player represented by 
an exposed 4 hand ’, managed by and serving as 
partner to one of the players ; a game so played. 

Double dummy , a game in which two ‘ hands * are ex- 
posed, so that each of the two players manages two ‘ hands’. 

1736 Swift Proposal for Regul . Quadrille Wks. 1824 VII . 
374 She shall not handle a card that night, but Dummy 
shall be substituted in her room. 2825 Lamb Lett. (1888) 
II. 140 We have a corner at double dumbee for you. 1826 
Disraeli Viv. Grey (L.) He proposed that we should play 
double dummy, a 1839 Praed Poems (1864) II. x8r He’ll 
see her, silent as a mummy, At whist, with her two maids 
and dummy. 1856 Whist-player (1858) 70 Dummy cannot 
revoke, i860 Bohn’s Hand-bk . Games iv. 178 He who 
draws the lowest card takes Dumby as his partner. 

3 . A person who hasnothingto say or whotakes no 
active part in affairs ; a dolt, blockhead. 

1796 Mrs. M. Robinson Angelina II. 61 Those who take 
you for a dummy will be out of their reckoning. 1840 
Dickens Bam. Pudge lxi, If the chief magistrate's a man 
and not a dummy. 1856 Miss Mu lock J. Halifax (ed. 
17) 219 Half the House of Commons is made up of harm- 
less dummies. 

4 . One who is a mere tool of another; a c man of 
straw’ ; in Australia, a man employed to take up 
crown-land as if for himself, but in reality for another 
person who is not entitled to do so. 

2866 Rogerson Poems 23 The good selectors got most of 
the land The dummies being afraid to stand. x88o C. H. 
Pearson in Victorian Rev. 1 . 527 No doubt this will reduce 
the area upon which dummying is profitable, and the average 
profits of dummies. 1885 Law Times Rep. LI. 687/2 The 
petitioner was from first to last a mere dummy in the hands 
of Mr. Tassie. 

5 . A counterfeit object made to resemble the real 
thing, as a sham or empty package, drawer, etc. in 
a shop, made as though containing goods ; a substi- 
tute used to mark or occupy a space in an arrange- 
ment of articles, etc.; spec., 

a. A block, model, or lay figure on which clothes, hair, etc. 
are displayed, b. A figure representing a man in rifle or 
artillery practice, c. A floating landing-stage, or dumb 
barge, d. A hatter’s pressing-iron. e. A set of sheets or 
leaves of paper made to resemble a book or document. See 
also quots. 1858, 1864, and cf. 6. 

a 1845 Hood Tale Trumpet vii. She was deaf as any 
tradesman’s dummy. 1850 Thackeray Hobson’s Choice it. 
Wks. 1886 XXIV. 228 A dark green suit, .purchased at an 
establishment in Holborn, off the dummy at the door. 1831 
Illustr. Land. News 53 Attempted to jump on to the 
‘dummy’ before the vessel had got quite alongside. 1836 
S. C. Brees Gloss. Terms, Dumby , a floating barge con- 
nected with a pier. 1837 Mrs. Mathews Tea-T. Talk I. 
341 Like the dummies on a young lawyer’s shelf. 1838 
Simmonds Diet. Trade , Dummy . . a name given by firemen 
to the jets from the mains or chief water pipes. 1864 Web- 
ster, Dummy, 1. A dumb-waiter (Colloq.) .. 5. A locomotive 
with condensing engines, and, hence, without the noise of 
escaping steam. 1870 Illustr. Lond. News 24 Sept. 327 On 
Friday the small gun was again fired, at various ranges, 
from 1200 down to 400 yards, at targets and at dummies. . 
making the same targets and producing the like destruc- 
tive effect among the dummies. 1871 Daily News 28 Apr. 
(Farmer), The Bill is not yet in the hands of members, or 
public^ tne document placed on the table of the Lords being 
what is, in parliamentary slang, called a ‘ dummy ’. X893 

Leeds. Mercury 19 May 5/2 Mr. Acland . . laid the new 
Evening School Code in dummy form on the table of the 
House of Commons. 

0 . slang. A pocket-book. 

1785 in Grose Did. Vutg. Tongue (Farmer). 18x2 in J. 
H. Vaux Flash Did. 1834 H. Ainsworth Rookwood iii. 
v, Then out with the dummy. 

7 . attrib. or adj. Counterfeit, sham : see 4. 
Dummy whist : see 2. 

1843 Lefevre Life Trav. Physic. III. in. xi. 234, I found 
three gentlemen playing a rubber of dummy whist. 1846 
Punch XI. 185 (Farmer) A Dummy list of Causes has long 
since been preferred. 1870 Reade Put yourself , etc. I. xi. 
275 A very beautiful organ that had an oval mirror in the 
midst of its gilt dummy pipes. 1872 O. W. Holmes Poet 
Breakf-t.x. (1885) 13 The dummy clock-dial. 1892 Steven- 
son Across the Plains 15, I have. .enjoyed some capital 
sport there with a dummy gun. 

Dummy, v. Australia, [f. prec. sb.] trans. 
To select or take up (land) in one’s own name, 
but really in the interest of another person who is 
not himself entitled to do so. Also absol. 
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2873 Trollope Avstr. fy N. Z. vi. xoi The. .system Is 
generally called dummying— putting up a non-existent free 
selector — and is illegal. x88o C. H. Pearson in Victorian 
Rev. I. 527 Aery is raised.. that land is dummied for rich 
men. Ibid 531 A man who has dummied 320 acres. 1883 
Mrs. C. Praed Head Station 15 The expediency of doing 
a little * dummying 

So Summyism, the practice of dummying land. 
1875 Spectator (Melbourne) 19 June 80/2 ‘ Larrikinism * 
was used as a synonym for ‘ blackguardism and ‘dummy- 
ism ’ for * perjury*. 1877 M. Clarke Hist. Australia 21s 
It contains powers to prevent dummyism, and gives con- 
cessions to Crown lessees. 1880 C. H. Pearson in Vic- 
torian Rev. I. 532 In Victoria, .the system specially favours 
dummyism. 

Bummygrane, var, of Demioratne, Obs. 

1368 Satir. Poems Reform . xlviii. 76 With vlis to renew 
it . .And gar it glanss lyk Dummygrane. 

Bumortierite (dizzm^utLaroit). Min . [Named 
1881 after M. Dumortier. ] A silicate of alumina, 
occurring in minute crystals in gneiss, and showing 
unusual dichroism. 

x88x Amer. Jrnl. Sc. Ser. in. XXII. 157 Dumortierite . . 
has a bright blue color. 

Bumose (diz 7 m<?u-s), a. rare . [ad. L. dfimos-us 
bushy, f. dumus thorn-bush, bramble.] a. Full of 
bushes, b. Hot. Having a compact bushy habit 
of growth. 

[1623 Cockeram, Dumosous , full of bushes J 17a! Bailey, 
Dumose , full of Brambles and Briers. 

Hence Bumo sity. 

x6g6 Blount Glossogr., Dumosity , that hath many, or is 
full of Brambles or Bryers. (Sic.) 

Burnous (dizrmas), a. = Dumose, a. 

1847 in Craig. 

Dump (d»mp), sb. 1 Also 6 dompe, dooxnpe, 
dumppe, 6-jr dump©. [First found early in 16th c.; 
derivation obscure. 

In form it corresponds to MDu. domp exhalation, haze, 
mist ; and possibly the original notion might be a mental 
haze or mist, in which the mind is befogged ; but connecting 
links are not known, and the sense-development in Eng. 
does not quite favour such a starting-point. Cf. also the 
Ger. adj. dnmpf, LG. dump, dull, flat, hollow (in sound), 
dead, obtuse ; mentally depressed, clouded, dazed, or dulled, 
having the sensations blunted (Grimm) ; gloomy (silence) 
(Fliigel); but this is known only from middle of 18th c., and 
has no corresponding sb.] 

1 1 . A fit of abstraction or musing, a reverie ; a 
dazed or puzzled state, a maze ; perplexity, amaze- 
ment ; absence of mind. (Often in pi.) Obs. 

X523 Skelton Garl. Laurell 14 So depely drownyd I was 
in this dumpe, encraumpyshed so sore was my conceyte, 
That, me to rest, I lent me to a stumpe of an oke. 1530 
[see Dump vA i], 1586 J. Hooker Girald. Ire l . in Holin- 
sked II. 17/1 [They] were in a great dumpe and perplexitie, 
and in a maner were at their wits end. x6xx Cotgr., Drnner 
la muse d, to put into a dumpe, to make to studie, or pause 
about a matter. . 1663 Butler Hud. 1. ii. 973 To rouse 
him from lethargic dump, He tweak’d his nose, with gentle 
thump, c 1698 Locke Cond. Underst. § 45 The shame that 
such dumps cause to well-bred people, when it carries them, 
away from the company. 

2 . A fit of melancholy or depression ; now only 
in pi. ( colloq . and more or less humorous ) : Heavi- 
ness of mind, dejection, low spirits. 

1329 More Couif agst. Trib. 1. Wks. 1140/2 What heapes 
of heauynesse, hathe of late fallen among e vs alreadye, with 
whiche some of our poore familye bee fallen into suche 
dumpes. 1555 W. Watreman Fardle Facions n. viii. 170 
Nor lacke throwe men into desperate doompes, 1582 1 . 
Watson Centurie ofLoue xi. (Arb.) 47 Into howe sorrowful! 
a dumpe, or sounden extasie he fell, c x6oo Chevy Chase 
198 For Witherington heeds must I wayle As one in doleful 
dumpes. 1664 Butler Hud. n, i. 85 His head, like one in 
doleful dump, Between his Knees. 17x4 Swift's Corr. 
Wks. 1841 II. 513 He tells me that he left you [Swift] hor* 
ridly in the dumps. 1785 Grose Did. Vulg. Tongue s.v., 
Down in the dumps , low spirited, melancholy. 1850 Thack- 
eray Lett. 23 Apr., If I am dismal don't I give you the 
benefit of the dumps? 

f 3 . A mournful or plaintive melody or song; 
also, by extension, a tune in general ; sometimes 
app. used for a kind of dance. Obs. 

a 1553 Udall Royster D. ir. i, (Arb.) 32 Then twang with 
our sonets, and twang with, our dumps, And heyhough from, 
our heart, as heauie as lead lumpes. a 1586 Sidney Sonn. 
in Arb. Gamer ll. 180 Some good old dumpe, that Chaucers 
mistresse knew. 1391 Shaks. Two Gent. m. ii. 85 To their 
Instruments Tune a deploring dumpe. x6xo Holland Cam- 
den's Brit, t, 421 The funeral l Song or Dump of a most 
ancient British Bard. X706 Addison Rosamond 1. iv, What 
heart of stone Can hear her moan, And not in dumps so 
doleful join? <2x852 Moore Vision ii. 33 Like, .an Irish 
Dump (‘ the words by Moore ’) At an amateur concert 
screamed in score. 

Dump, jA 2 [Not known before the latter part 
of ibth c., some time later than Dumpy aA, from 
which it is prob. a back-formation.] 

A term familiarly applied to various objects of 
‘dumpy* shape. 

a. A roughly-cast leaden counter, used by boys in some 
games. (In quot. X859 applied to the disk of metal or 
* blank ' before being coined.) b. A name of certain small 
coins ; esp. a coin worth is. 3 d. formerly current in Aus- 
tralia, made by punching a disk out of the middle of a 
Spanish dollar and milling the edge. Hence {slang or 
colloq .) used allusively for a small coin or amount ; and in 
pl. for money in general, c. A kind of bolt or nail used in 
ship-building (also dump-bolt , dump-nail) ; see quots. cL 
A kind of quoit made of rope for playing on board ship. 
©. A local name for a short thick skittle;//, the garni 
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played with these, f. A globular sweetmeat, a * bull’s-eye*, 
g. Applied to a short and stout person. ' 

S. 1770-90 D. Kilmer Village School ix. in Miss Yonge 
Storehouse of Stories (1870) 3 69, I could buy .. a top too, 
and some dumps, and a new skipping-rope. 178$ Grose 
Diet. Vulg. Tongue s.v., Dumps are also small pieces of 
lead, cast by schoolboys in the shape of money. 1823 Honk 
Every-day Bk. X. 253 The capons were leaden representa- 
tions of cocks and hens pitched at by leaden dumps. 1827 
Hood Retrospect, Rev. v, My dumps are made of more than 
lead. 42x845 — Tale Trumpet xxxvi, Playing at dumps, or 
pitch in the hole. 1859 All Year Round No. 10. 239 The 
golden dumps that are passed into the Weighing Room .. 
are distributed amongst the balances. 

b. 1821 Bank of N. S. Wales Notice 5 May, in Hyman 
Coins Austral. (1893) in. 59 The following Description of 
illegal Com is much In Circulation :—Dollars and Dumps 
that are not Silver. 1842 Barham Ingol. Leg., Sir Rupert , 
When a gentleman jumps In the river at midnight for want 
of ‘ the dumps \ 1844 j. T. Hewlett Parsons # W. xxxv, 
It's all gone, every dump. 1852 J. West Hist. Tasmania 
II. 141 Dumps struck out from dollars. 1870 Henfrey Guide 
Eng. Coins (1891) 293 The pieces (halfpence and farthings) 
of 17x7 and 1718 are much thicker and smaller than those 
of the following dates, and generally go by the name of 
dumps, 1892 A. Birrell Res Judicata iv. 116 One of 
those questions ..that., does not matter a dump. 

C. 1794 Rigging ty Seamanship X, 7, Nails , Dump , are 
round, and nave long flat points. 1867 Smyth Sailor’s 
Word-lk Dump-bolt , a short bolt driven in to the plank 
and timber as a partial security previous to the thorough 
fastenings being put in. 1879 Cassell’s Techn. Educ. IV. 
60/1 The fastenings, .in the deck-planking, .consist of nails 
or dumps (short bolts) driven into, not through the beams. 

0. 1895 W. Sussex County Times 4 May 8/5 A game 
lenown as 1 dumps 

f. 1869 Blackmore Lorna D. ii. 5 Some of us.. having 
sucked much parliament and dumps at my only charges. 
2894 — Perly cross 2 The big Tom Waldron supplied the 
little Phil Penniloe with dumps and penny-puddings. 

g, 1840 E. Howard Jack Ashore xviii. (Stratm.), Her 
dump of a daughter. 1867 Carlyle Remin. II. 53 A puffy, 
thickset, vulgar little dump of an old man. 1887 C. Hazard 
Mem. Diman v. 94 The little dump of a rector made an 
eloquent address on the importance of observing the laws. 

Bump, sb .3 local, [perh. of Norse origin : cf. 
Norw. dump pit, pool, also dial. Gar. dumpf, 
dilmpfel, dumpel a deep place in flowing or stand- 
ing water, an abyss (Grimm) ; Du. dompelen to 
plunge, dive, dip.] A deep hole in the bed of a 
river or pond. 

1788 W. Marshall E. Yorksh. Gloss,, Dump , a deep 
hole of water; feigned at least to be bottomless. 1868 
Atkinson Cleveland Gloss., Dump , a deep hole in the bed 
of a river, or in a pool of water. 1887 Ruskin Hortus In - 
clusus 28 An Alpine stream, .becomes a series of humps and 
dumps wherever it is shallow. 

Bump, sbA [f. Dump v. 1 , senses 2, 3.] 

X. (Chiefly U. S.) A pile or heap of refuse or 
other matter * dumped ’ or thrown down, 

1872 Kept, in Daily News 21 Sept., The dump is being 
overhauled and the pay ore selected for the company’s mill. 
11883 Stevenson Silverado Sq. 81 A canyon . . was here 
walled across by a dump of rolling stones. 1883 Blacfav. 
Mag. Jan. 49 note, A * dump 1 is the mass of refuse matter 
which gathers at the mouth of a mine. 1885 C. F. Holder 
Marvels Anim. Life 8 It was pointed out as an ash-dump 
from a steamer. 1895 St. James' Gaz. 10 Sept 16/1 Small 
chips of quartz which I took from the dump of this working. 

2. (Chiefly U. S.) A place where refuse material, 
esp. from a mine or quarry, is deposited. 

1872 Raymond Statist. Mines 4- Mining 68 Natural ad- 
vantages for the construction of dumps and undercurrents. 
1883 Century Mag. J an. 327/1 To use [the canon] as a ‘ dump’ 
or depository for the ‘ tailings * or debris of his sluices. 1891 
Boston (Mass.) Youth's Comp, q July 13/1 Thrown by house- 
keepers into the domestic ash-barrel, and from there.. taken 
to the town or city * dump*. 

3. A dull abrupt blow, a thud; a bump, as of a 
heavy body falling. 

*825 Jamieson, Dump , a stroke^ Cwith the feet], a 1859 
%. Hunt Robin Hood 11. xxviii, As in a leathern but t of wine 
. .Stuck that arrow with a dump. 1894 Mrs. Croker Mr. 
Jervis I. 211 Mrs. Rrande. , was now let down with a dump. 

4. Comb., as dump-heap, dump-pile 1 . 

X884J.G. Bqurkb Snake Dance of Moquis xxvi. 286 On 

the outskirts of the town are great dump-piles. 

Bump, a. rare. [In sense 1, app. f. Dump sbA 
In sense 2 , perh. related to LG. and EFris. dump 
damp, moist, heavy, close, hollow in sound, etc.] 
f 1. In a * dump ’, amazed, perplexed ; to strike 
dump, to strike with amazement. (But perhaps an 
error for to strike dumb.) Obs. 

x6x6 S. Ward Coale from A ltar (1627) 31 How can hee 
chose hut be strucke dumpe? 1622 Mabbe tr. Aleman’s 
Guzman dAlf. I. 53 He was strooken so dumpe, and so 
full of wonder, to see what I had show’d him, that hee had 
not a word to say. [Cf. Ibid. 1 . 79 Whfl’st they were thus 
strucken into their dumps and doubts.] 

2. Of the consistence of dough or dumpling ; 
without elasticity or spring. 

; 1852 Meanderings of Mem., An heiress doughy-like and 
dump. 2866 J. B. Rose Eel. # Georg. Virg. 83 The more 
we knead, the denser will it grow, Adhesive like to pitch 
and dump as dough. 

Bump (dtfrnp), v.l Also 4 domp(e. [perh, 
of Norse origin: cf. Da. dumpe , Norw, dumpa, 
Sw. dial, dompa, to fall suddenly or with a rush, 
to fall plump ; also in same sense the Sw. str. vb. 
dimpa, damp, dumpit ; which may show the primary 
ablaut series. But the sense of the word has evi- 
dently received onomatopoeic modification, from 


its suggestiveness of a dull abruptly-checked blow 
or thud, and of theaction producing this : cf. thump .] 
f X. in ME. use. 

f X. intr. To fall with sudden force ; to plunge. 
13.. E. E. Allit. P. C. 362 Vp-so-doun schal je dumpe 
depe to he abyme. 1333-52 Minot Poems ( 1887) x. 24 Kene 
men sail he kepe, And do pe dye on a day, and domp in pe 
depe. c 1400 Destr. Troy 10713 But I degh of hi dyut, and 
dump into helle. Ibid. 13289 The folke in the fiete felly 
hai drownen -j>ai dump in the depe and to dethe passe, 
f b. trans. To cast or fling down forcibly, to 
plunge down. Obs. (exc. as in 2 ). 

a 1300 Cursor M. 22643 And driue pam dun all vntil hell, 
And dump [Gbit, bete] he deuels jrider m * 

XI. in modern use. 

2. trans. (Chiefly U. SI) To throw down in a 
lump or mass, as in tilting anything out of a cart ; 
to shoot or deposit (rubbish, etc.) ; to fling down 
or drop (anything) with a bump. Also fig . in 
reference to persons. 

1828 Webster, Dump, v. t., to throw or drop, as a load 
from a cart. 1856 Olmsted Slave States 387 Loading them 
[carts] with dirt, and dumping them upon the road. 1870 
Emerson Soc. 4% Solit., Civilization Wks. (Bohn) III. 13, 

I see. .California quartz-mountains dumped down in New 
York. 1879 MacCook Nat. Hist. Agric. Ant Texas 139 
Presently the carcasses . . were carried up and dumped into 
the water. 1880 Earl Dunraven in 1 9th Cent. Oct. 593 The 
houses, .are ... dumped down anywhere. 1882 Standard 9 
Dec. 3/6 The tip system . .by which manure, .can be dumped 
. .with no further labour than working a crank handle to 
give the , . cart body the necessary inclination. 1882 Sala 
Amer. Rev is. 11885) 128 A baggage porter ‘dumps ' trunks 
and portmanteaus down on the pavement as though he 
were delighted with the noise they made in falling. 
fig. 2887 Westm. Rev. CXXVIII. 349 Hundreds of 
thousands of the poorest and least educated peasantry in 
Europe were all at once dumped upon the American 
seaboard. 1890 G. B. Shaw Tab. Ess. Socialism 189 To 
dump four hundred and fifty millions a year down on the 
Exchequer counter. 

b. intr. for refi . To deposit oneself, drop down. 
1891 Daily News 10 Jan. 3/3 Down we dump in the dead 
rushes, buckle on our own skates, and are presently flying 
away with the rest of them. 

3. trans. To thump, beat, strike. Sc. 

1808-18 Jamieson, Dump, to strike with the feet. 1832-53 
J. Ballantyne in Whist le-Binkie (Sc. Songs) Ser. 11. 74 
He thumpit the blacksmith hame to his wife, He dumpit 
the butcher, who ran for his life. 

b. intr. To strike with a dull abrupt thud. 

1832 L, Hunt Boileau Battle Bks. 115 The book, like 
butter dumps against his head. 

4. trans. To compress (wool-bales), as by hy- 
draulic pressure, Australia. 

1872 C. H. Eden My Wife and I in Queensl. 68. 2896 
Morris Austral English s.v., Bales a re often marked ‘ Not 
to be dumped ’. 

t Bump, v. 2 Ol>s. [f. Dump rAi] 

1. intr. a. To fall into, or be in, an abstracted 
or absent state of mind; to muse. b. To be in 
the dumps ; to be sad or downcast in spirit. 

1530 Palsgr. 531, 1 dumpe, I fall in a dumpe or musyng 
upon thynges, je me amuse . . He dumpeth nowc a days 
more than he was wont to do. 2583 Stanyhurst /Eneis 
ii. (Arb.)46 With Colericque fretting I dumpt and ranckled 
in anguish. 1590 Greene Orl. Fur. (1599) 17 He knows 
the Countie (like to Cassius) Sits sadly dumping, ayming 
Cesars death. 1590 — Never Too Late G, I thought either 
Diana sate musing on the principles of her modesty, or 
Venus malcontent, dumping on her amours. 

2. trans. To cast into melancholy, sadden, grieve, 
cast down. (Sometimes blending with Dump v. 1 ) 

C1585 Cartwright in R. Browne Anssv. to Cartwright 
87 The greater nomber of them being dumped with dumbe 
ministerie. 2599 Nashe Lenten Stuffe 45 The gods, .were 
so dumpt with this miserable wracke [of Hero and Leander], 
that they beganne to abhorre all moysture. 1614 Forbes 
Def Lawfull Ministers 66 (Jam.) Which . . hath dumped 
in a deep sorrow all true hearts of both the Hands. 

Birmpage. U. S. [f. Dump vA + -age.] The 
work of dumping or emptying out refuse, ballast, 
etc. ; the privilege of doing this on a particular piece 
of ground ; the fee paid lor this privilege. 

2864 in Webster. 

Btunper (dtrmpoi), US. [f. Dump vA + 
-er 1 .] a. One who * dumps * or deposits rubbish, 
etc. b. A dumping-cart or truck. 

1882 Raymond Mining Gloss., Dumper, a tilting-car used 
on dumps. 

Bumpily (dzrmpili), adv. [f. Dumpy a. 2 + 
-ly 2 .] In a dumpy manner or form. 

1880 Watson injml, Linn. Soc. XV. No. 82. 126 Another 
specimen is more dumpily conical. 

Bumpiness . darmpines). [f. as prec. + -ness.] 
The state or quality of being dumpy. 

2824 MissMitford Village Ser. 1. {1863) 128 A very little 
inclined to clumsy dumpiness. 1883 Miss Braddon Gold. 
Calfxi. 147 Girls with nineteen inch waists, before whom 
I felt myself a monster of dumpiness. 

Bumping (dzrmpig), vbl. sbA [f. Dump vA + 
-ingL] The action of the verb Dump; flinging 
down in a heavy mass ; depositing of rubbish, etc. ; 
concr. a heap of material flung down or deposited. 

2883 Howells Woman's Reason xii, The Common, where 
for three months past the monumental dumpings of the icy 
streets had dismally accumulated. 1894 Sala Lend, up to 
date xvii. 210 Noises of the hammering of rivets, and the 
dumping down of huge sheets of metal. 


b. attrib. Used for dumping or depositing loads, 
as dumping-bucket , - car, , - cart , -ground, - machine , 
-place, -reel, -sled, -wagon. 

2857 N. Y. Tribune 18 May (Bartlett), There is much 
difficulty in getting dumping grounds for the dirt from the 
streets. 1874 Knight Diet. Meek., Dumping-reel, an ar- 
rangement in a harvester for dropping the gavels of grain. 
2883 Harper's Mag. May 829 2 Dumping-place for city 
refuse. 1885 Pall Mall G. 2 Jan. 3/1 A ‘ dumping ground' 
for all the human garbage collected in the moral cesspools 
of the [French] Republic. 

t Bumping, vbl. sb 2 Obs. [f. Dump vA + 
-ing^.] Mental stupefaction. 

2542 Udall Erasm. Apofk, 114 b, To note the brutish 
grossenesse and dumping of the minde, 

t Bumping, sb. Obs. [ 1 . Dump vf (sense 1 ) + 
-ING, or (in kum dompyng) a nasalized form of 
doppyng, f. Dop v. Cf. the synonym dompus, app. 
a nasalized form of dofpes, Doppje sb.] A dab- 
chick or didapper. 

2393 Langl. P. PL C. xiv. 169 In mareis and in mores in 
myres and in wateres Dompynges [v.rr. dumpynges, dop- 
pynges, dompu-s] dyueden. 

Bumpisb. (dzrmp J), a. [f. Dump sbA + -ish.] 
tl. Dull, stupid, slow-witted; inactive, inert, 
spiritless; destitute of sensation; abstracted, in- 
sensible to outward things ; dull, uninteresting. Obs . 

1545 Ascham J'oxoph. {AxbA 28 Base and dompysshe wittes 
can neuer be hurte with continuall studie. 2558 Phaer 
JEneid vi. Q j b, Combrous Age of dompishe yeeres. 2562 
Bulleyn Dial. Soarnes $ Lkir. 41 b, A dumpische pri- 
uation of sense. 2603 Florio Montaigne 11. xii. (1632) 
258 She was but in a deepe study, and dumpish retracting 
into herselfe. c 1682 Hickeringill Wks. (1716) II. 3 Let such 
busie Censurers use their own Lumpish Dumpish grave way. 
2 . bad, melancholy ; dejected, i in the dumps 
2562 J. Heywood Prov. «$• Epigr. (1867) 182 I am dump- 
yshe to see thee play the drabbe. 2595 Southwell Mse- 
onise 23 Dolefull tunes for dumpish cares. 2627 Bp. Hall 
Heaven upon Earth § 23 It is a false slander raised on 
christianitie that it maketh men dumpish and melan- 
cholicke. 1684 Bunyan Pilgr. 11. 17 She will.. be dumpish 
or un neighbourly. 1779 Mad. D’Arblay Dia?y Jan., On 
Monday .. I was wofully dumpish. 1847 Emerson Eng. 
Traits xix. (1856) 310 In prosperity they were moody and 
dumpish, but in adversity they were grand, 
b. Such as to put one * in the dumps 
c 2727 Lett. fr. M iot's Jml. (1722) I. 89 The Day and 
Weather being as sad and dumpish as old Saturn himself. 

Bu*mpishly, adv. |f. prec. + -LY^.] In a 
dumpish manner ; dejectedly, gloomily. 

c 1621 S. Ward Life of Faith 11627) 47 If thou liuest 
dumpishly, and yet say thou liuest by Faith. 2648 Bp. 
Hall Select Th. § 61 (R.) One so dumpishly sad, as if he 
would freez to death in melancholy. 

Bu mpislmess. [f. as p>rec. + -ness.] 

1 1. Sluggishness, inertness, insensibility. Obs. 
2573-8° Baret A Iv. D 1356 A Dumpe, or dumpishnesse, 
torpor, a 2665 J. Goodwin Filled w. the Spirit (1867) 
444 That whicli is born of the flesh hath all the properties 
of the flesh, heaviness and dumpishness. 1677 Horneck Gt. 
Law Consid. v. (1704) 307 What means that .. strange 
dumpishness, when Goa courts and beseeches my soul ? 

2. Dejection ; tendency to be in the dumps. 

2548 Hall Chron., Edw. IV (an. 151237 b, What should 
signifie, that dumpishenes of m ynde, and inward sighyng. 
2653 Bogan Mirth Chr. Life 104 Making pictures in his 
fancy-. out of pensivenesse and dumpishnesse. 2864 H. 
Bradshaw in Life (1888) 1 16 Never allow yourself more 
than five minutes, .for the luxury of dumpishness. 

Buniple (darmpl), v. rare. f a. [nonce- 
formation from dumpling . ] trans. To make or 
cook, as a dumpling. Obs. b. [? f. Dumpy ^.] To 
bend or compress into a dumpy shape. 

2625 Massinger New Way m. ii, Greedy. Without order 
for the_ dumpling ? Over. Let it be^ dumpled Which way 
thou wilt. 2827 Scott Diary 17 Jan. in Lockhart, He was a 
little man, dumpled up together, and so ill made as to seem 
almost deformed. 1868 Browning Ring $ Bk. yin. 65 Let 
law come dimple Cinoncino’s cheek, And Latin duraple 
Cinarello’s chin. 

Bumpling (dzrmplig). Also 7-9 dumplin. 
[prob. f. same source as Dump a. : see -ling.] 

X. A kind of pudding consisting of a mass of 
paste or dough, more or less globular in form, 
either plain and boiled, or inclosing fruit and boiled 
or baked. (Originally attributed to Norfolk.) / 
c 2600 Day Begg. Bednall Gr. 11. ii. (1881) 35 When mine 
Hostis came up to call me, I was as naked as your Norfolk- 
Dumplin. 2608 Armin Nest Ninn. (1842/17 He lookt like 
a Norfolke dumpling, thicke and short. 2688 R. Holme 
Armoury m. 293/2 A Dumpling, or Pot-Ball is made either 
long or round, as the maker pleaseth. *709 Steele 7 'atler 
No. 19 P 2 An Esquire of Norfolk eats Two Pounds of 
Dumplin every Meal 2792 Maxwell in Boswell Johnson 
an. 1770 (1832) I. 391 A clergyman of small income . . 
brought up a family very reputably, which he chiefly fed 
with apple dumplings. 2831 Carlyle Sort. Res. 1. y, Now, 
to many a Royal Society, the Creation of a World is little 
more mysterious than the cooking of a Dumpling; con- 
cerning which last, indeed, there have been minds to whom 
the question, How the apples were got in, presented diffi- 
culties. .. ^ 

b. transf. A pasty mass like a dumpling. 

2743 Lond. <$- Country Brew, hi. (ed. 2) 199 Mix them up 
. . into a Mass, out of which form Dumplins. Ibid 240 
Oyster-shell-powder, Pebble-stone-powder . . one Quartern 
of French Brandy, and two Ounces of powder’d Ginger ; 
Knead all together into four or five Dumplins. 

2. A dumpy animal or person, short and of 
rounded outlines. 


DUMPTY. 


DU N. 


1617 Minsheu Ductor s.v. Dwarfe, A dwarfe, dumplin, 
a Nobodie. 1641 Best Farm . i>\for. (Surtees) 5 Short runtish 
sheepe..of the shepheardes callede dumplinges, or grasse 
belly ’de lambes. 1828 <1 raven Dial ., Dumplings a littie fat 
child or person, as broad as long. 1848 Dickens Donibey 
ix, You ought to have a nice little dumpling of a wife. 

3 . attrib . and Comb. 

sya6 Arbuthnot.Dlm. Dumpling 21 Why should Dump- 
ling-Eating be ridicul’d, or Dumpling-Eaters derided? 
1852 R. S. Surtees Sponge's Sp. Tour (1893) 180 A young 
dumpling-shaped doctor. 1865 Miss Braddon Sir Jasper 
iv. 36 She had no idea that there could be any prettiness in 
a dumpling figure. 

■ Dumps, dial. var. of Dimps. 

Dumpty (dirmpti), a. (sb.) By-form of Dumpy 
a A (bee also Humpty-dumpty.) 

*847*78 Halliwell, Dumpty , a very short person. West. 
2857 Kingsley Two V. Ago xxv, Mary comes in ; a little 
dumpty body with a yellow face and a red nose. 1879 
F. W. Robinson Coward Cause. 1. iii, The dumpty wooden 
lighthouse. 1891 Dawn of Day 158 The 4 dumpty dolly 
is a piece of muslin twisted up with a lump of sugar 
inside it, which some mothers give their children to suck. 

Dumpy (dznnpb, a A [f. Dump sbA + -y.] 

Melancholy, dejected, ‘in the dumps’. 

a 1618 Sylvester Tobacco Battered 643 For Dumpier 
none then the Tobacconer ; None sadder then the gkduest 
of their Host. 1825 Brockett N. C. Gloss., Dumpy , 
sullen, a 1845 Hood John Trot vi, And left her to her 
widowhood, Of course more dumpy still. 

Bumpy (d»*mpi), aA (sb.) [Appears in middle 
of i8thc.: not in Johnson 1755-S7, nor in Ash 
1775 ; Todd 1818. Its form is that of a deriva- 
tive from a sb. dump (cf. lumpy, stumpy ) ; but 
the sb. Dump with which it goes, is known only 
later, and appears to be a back-formation from this 
adj. It is not obvious how these words can be 
connected with the other sbs.and vbs. of same form.] 
Short and stout ; deficient in length or stature. 
1750 Student II. 225 Short, dumpy, gouty, crooked fingers. 
2808 Scott Let. to G. Ellis 23 Feb. in Lockhart , The 5th 
canto of a certain dumpy quarto, entitled Marmion. 1819 
Byron Juan 1. lxi, Her stature tall — -I hate a dumpy woman. 
2856 Mayhew Rhine 44 Everlasting rows of dumpy willows. 

to. Dumpy level : a spirit-level used in surveying, 
having a short telescope with a large aperture. 

2838 P. Bruff Engineer. Field-work 137 Gravatt’s Im- 
proved Level, commonly called (from its appearance) the 
Dumpy Level. 2885 Athenzutn 23 May 664 On levelling 
and the use of the dumpy level. 

B. sb. a. A dumpy person or animal ; spec, one 
of a breed of very short- legged fowls j in pi. a nick- 
name for the Nineteenth Hussars, to. Short for 
dumpy level ; see above. 

2808-18 J amieson, Dumfiy , adj. Short and thick ; also used 
as a sb. 1868 Who breaks, fays (Tauchn.) 39 (Hoppe) The 
daughter is a dumpy. 1878 Trimen Regiments Brit. Army 
38 [The Nineteenth Hussars] nicknamed ‘the Dumpies’ 
when raised, from the diminutive size of the men. 1883 
Bazaar 30 Mar. 2267/2 Dumpies’ eggs, genuine Scotch 
breed. 

Dim (dzm), a. Also 4-6 dune, donne, 5 don, 
5-7 dunne, 6 doon. 0 . Sc. 6 dyn, 9 din. [OE. 
dun(n, perh. from Celtic : cf. Irish and Gael, donn 
brown, Welsh dwn 1 subfuscus’ (Davies).] 

X. Of a dull or dingy brown colour ; now esp. 
dull greyish brown, like the hair of the ass and 
mouse. 

953 Charter of Eadred in Cod. Dipl. V. 325 Danne to 
can redan hole; and Sanne to San dunnan hole, c 2000 
•dSLFRic Voc. In Wright 46 Nomina colorum. Dosinus uel 
cinereus, asse dun. Natius, dun. ? a 1366 Chaucer Rom. 
Rose 1213 She was not broune ne dunne of hewe [qui 
nestoit ne brune ne disc]. 2388 Wyclif Gen. xxx. 32 What 
euer thing schal be dun and spottid. 1434 E. E. Wills 
(1882) 08 My Don Bullok. 2548 Hall Citron., Henry VIII t 
an. 5 (1550) 28 On the toppe of the pauilions stode the 
kynges bestes holdynge fanes, as the Lion, the Dragon, 
the Greyhounde, the Antelope, the Donne kowe. 2562 
J. Heywood Prov. 4 Epigr. (1867) 139 The dun Asse hath 
trodeon both thy feete. 2567 Trial Treas. in Hazl. Dodsley 
III. 279 May the devil go with you and his dun dame 1 
2698 Fryer Acc. E. India 4 P. 118 A BufFoIa is of a Dun 
Colour. 1709 ^Addison Tat hr No. 248 T 1 Guy Earl of 
Warwick, who is well known to have eaten up a Dun Cow. 
2820 Scott Ivanhoe xvi. Among the herds of dun deer 
that feed in the glades. 1830 — Dentonol. iv. 132 Her colour 
..is now of a dun leaden hue. 2832 Miss Yonge Cameos 
(1877) IV. iii. 38 The dun cow was a cognizance of the 
Earldom of Richmond. 1863 Huxley Man's Place Nat. 
h 22 Its dun or iron-grey colour. 

0 * The Sc. form dyn, din , has now esp. the 
sense of dingy -coloured as opposed to white or fair. 

*553 Douglas' AEneis vra. ix. 26 Ane dyn [/IAS", dvn] 
lyoun skyn with nalis of gold. 1824 Saxon 4 Gael I. 207 
(Jam.) As din as a docken, an’ as dry as a Fintrum speldin. 
a xSpS Bindrie O an Bindrie x. in Child Ballads 1. x. (1882) 
233/2 But ye was fair and I was din. 

2 . More vaguely ; Dark, dusky (from absence of 
light); murky, gloomy. Cf. B rown. (Chiefly poetic?) 

a 2300 Cursor M. 22520 pe sun Jrat es sa bright.. It sal 
becum . . dune [Gbtt. dim] and blak sum ani hair. C1374 
Chaucer Troylus 11. 859 (908) Whit thingis gan to wexe 
donne F or lak of light. <22423 Lydg. Temple of Gtas 30 
Certein skyes donne. ^ 2634 Milton Comus 227 Tis only 
day-light that makes sin, Which these dun shades will ne’er 
report, c 2748 Collins On Death Thomson ix, Dun Night 
has vexl’d/the solemn view. *801 Campbell Hohenlinden 
22 Scarce yon level sun Can pierce the war-clouds, rolling 
dun. 2827 Keble Chr. V. 23rd Sund. Trinity, Chill and dun 
balls on the moor the brief November day. 2851 Longf. 
(rola. Leg. v. At Seas 1 Athwart the vapours, dense and dun. 
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fig. 2797 Anna Seward Lett . (1811) V. 11 Frowning like 
herself, in dun cogitation. 

3 . Comb. a. With adjs. of colour, as dun brown, 
-olive, -red, -white, -yellow, b. Parasynthetic, as 
dun-belted, -coloured adjs. 

1783 Lightfoot in Phil. Trans. LXXV. 11 All of one 
uniform "dun-brown colour. 2882 E. O'Donovan Merv 
Oasis I. 336 The air is thick with dun-brown dust. 2674 
N. Cox Genii. Recreat . 1.(2677)42 Of the Dun-Hound., 
there are few *dun-coloured to be found bad, 2868 Darwin 
Anim. $ PI. I. ii. 55 The English race-horse .. is said never 
to be dun-coloured. 1798 Coleridge Picture, With *d un- 
red bark The fir-trees . . Soar up. 2822-34 Good Study 
Med. (ed. 4) I. 516 The *dun yellow colour of the middle 
coat. 2832 Mayne Reid Scalp Hunt, xxiii, [The mare] 
of that *dun-yeiIowish colour known as * clay-bank’. 

e. Special Combs. : dun-bar, collector’s name 
for a dun-coloured moth ( Cosmia trapezina ), having 
two bars or transverse lines on the fore-wings; 
dun courses (see quot.); dun cow, local name 
for a fish, the shagreen ray, Kaia fallonica (Yarrell 
Brit . Fishes II. 578) ; dun cur [see Cur 3], local 
name of the pochard = Dun-bird ; dun cut, dun 
drake, dun hackle, names of artificial flies used 
in angling; j dun-kite, +dun pickle, obsolete 
names for the moor-buzzard (Circus aeruginosas); 
dun land (see quot.) ; t dun-row, name given to a 
dun- coloured stratum. 

1829 G. Samouelle Entomot. Comp end. 433 Noctua 
trapezina. The *Dunbar. 2869 Newman Brit. Moths 381 
The Dun-bar. 1882 E. A. Ormerod Injurious Insects 
(1890) 241 The carnivorous caterpillars of the Dunbar 
Moth, .doing great good in clearing away this attack. 1877 
A. H. Green Phys. GeoL vii. § 2. 276 Ribs of Magnesian 
Limestone are met with in the Carboniferous L. of York- 
shire where they are known as *Dun Courses. 2802 G. 
Montagu Ornith. Diet. (1833) 142 Dunbird and *Duncur. 
Names for the Pochard. <22450 Fysshynge w. Angie 
(2883) 34 The *donne cutte: the body of blacke wull 
and a yelow lyste after eyther syde. 1799 G. Smith 
Laboratory II. 291 The Duncut. Dub with bear’s-cub fur, 
and a little yellow and green crewel. 2799 G. Smith 
Laboratory II. 302 The brown-fly or *dmi-drake. Ibid. 
301 *Dunhackle : Body, dun coloured silk, with a dun 
cock’s hackle. 2577 Harrison England m. v. (2878) 
11. 31 The bussard, the kite, the ripgtaile, *dun-kite. 
2810 J. T. in Risdons Sum. Devon p. iv, *Dun land . . 
is furnished . . by the decomposition of the Schistus rock 
on which it lies. 2802 G. Montagu Ornith. Diet . (1833) 
246 * D unpickle, a name for the Moor Buzzard. 2825 Hone 
Every-day Bk. I. 535 The dun-pickles or moor buzzards 
alight. 1712 F. Bellers in Phil. Trans. XXVII. 542 A 
black Substance, called the *Dun-Row-Bat. Ibid., A hard 
grey Iron Oar, called the Dun- Row Iron-Stone. 

Bun (d 2 ?n), $b\ [subst. use of Dun a .] 

X. Dun colour: see Dun a. 1 . 

1568 Satir. Poems Reform, xlviii. it Dun dippit in ijello 
ffor mony gud fallo. 1686 Plot Staffordsh. iii They will 
certainly change the colour of their coat to a whitish-dun. 
1819 Byron Juan 11. xcii, Baptized in molten gold, and 
swathed in dun. 2894 Superfluous Woman (ed. 4) I. 171 
Silvery grays and duns. 

2 . A dun horse. Formerly a quasi-proper name 
for any horse (see also 5). 

c 1386 [see 5]. C1460 Towneley Myst. (Surtees) 28 Gif 
Don, thyne hors, a wisp of hay. 1840 E. E. Napier Scenes 
4 Sports Foreign Lands I. ii. 27 In India four-legged 
duns are as much disliked as those of the biped species. 
2892 R. Kipling Barrack-r. Ballads, East West 21 The 
Colonel's son has taken a horse, and a raw rough dun was he. 

3 . A name for various dusky-coloured flies used 
in angling, and for artificial flies imitating these. 

2682 Chetham Angler's Vade-m. xxxiv. § 26 (2689) 200 
Angle with the smallest gnats, Browns and Duns you can 
find. 2760 Hawkins in Walton's A ngler 1. xyii. note, Ash- 
coloured duns of several shapes and dimentions. 2799 G. 
Smith Laboratory II. 290 The little-dun. The dubbing of 
a bear’s dun-hair, whirled upon yellow silk. 2833 J. Rennie 
Alph. Angling 36 Various species of day flies known to 
anglers by the various names of duns, drakes, and may flies. 

4. (See quot.) = Dun-how in Dun a. 3 c. 

a 1843 Southey Comm-pl. Bk. (1849) IV. 407 A thinstratum 
near the coal called duns. 

5 . Proverbial Phrases. Dun [the horse] is in the 
mire (see 2) : (d) a phrase denoting that things are 
at a stand-still or dead-lock ; (b) an old Christmas 
game (called also drawing Dun out of the mire), 
in which a heavy log was lifted and carried off by 
the players. Dun's the mouse: a phrase < alluding 
to the colour of the mouse, but frequently em- 
ployed with no other intent than that of quib- 
bling on the word done * (Nares). The Devil 
upon Dun, i. e. (app.) on horseback : see Devil 
so. 22 n, quots. 1708. Obs. 

c 2386 Chaucer Ma?tciple's Prol. 5 Ther gan our boost for 
to lape and pleye, And seyde, sires, what Dun is in the 
Myre. c 1440 Capgrave Life St. Katk. il 2046 For as 
wyth me, dun is in the myre, She hath me stoyned and 
brought me to a bay. She wil not wedde, she wil be stylle 
a may 1 c 1550 Schole-ko. Women 461 in Hazl. E. P. P. IV. 
122 One and other little ye care. .Though dun and the pack 
lye in the mire. 2592 Shaks. Rom. % Jul. 1. iv. 40, 41 The 

S ame was nere so faire, and I am done. Tut, duns the 
louse, the Constables owne word, If thou art dun, weele 
draw thee from the mire. 2620 Two Merry Milkmaids 
(N.), Why then ’tis done, and dun’s the mouse, and undone 
all the courtiers. 1640 Shirley St. Patrick for Irel. (N.), 
Then draw Dun out of the mire, And throw the clog into 
the fire. 2802 Strutt Sports 4 Past. iv. iv. 355. 2887 E. 

Gilliat Forest Outlaws 252 Merry games at barley-break 
and dun-in-the-mire. 


Bun, sbA Also 7 dunne. [Goes with Dun vA 
The evidence does not decide whether the sb. or the vb. is 
the starting-point. If sense 1 below is (as appears in the 
quotation) earlier than sense 2, we should naturally expect 
it to be the source of the vb. as in Burke, to burke, and the 
like ; sense 2, on the other hand, would as naturally be a 
noun of action from the vb. as in to kick, a kick. See the 
vb. ; also the following : 

2708 Brit. Apollo No. 60. 2/1 The word Dun .. owes its 
birth to one joe Dun, a famous Bailif of the Town of 
Lincoln . It became a Proverb . . when a man refused to pay 
his Debts, Why don’t you Dtat him ? That is why don’t 
you send Dun to arrest him ?. . It is now as old as since the 
days of King Henry the Seventh.] 

1. One who duns; an importunate creditor, or an 
agent employed to collect debts. 

1628 Earle Microcosm, xlv. (Arb.) 74 An Vniversitie 
Dunne . . Hee is an inferiour Creditor of some ten shillings 
or downwards. Hee is a sore beleaguerer of Chambers, 
1712 Arbuthnot John Bull n. iv, To be pulled by the 
sleeve by some rascally dun. 2822 Combe Picturesque xxni . 
I’ve just enough the duns to pay. 2881 Besant & Rice 
Chapl. of Fleet 1. x, Here I live free of duns and debt. 

2. An act of dunning or importuning, esp. for 
debt ; a demand for payment. 

2673 F, Kirkman Unlucky Cit. 210 [To] endure the fre- 
quent Duns of his Creditors. 1691 Islington Wells, or 
Threepenny- A cad. 7 Who..Kickt their Taylors, For giving 
Dun at Chamber Door. 2732 Smollett Per. Pic. (1779) 
III. lxxxiv. 312 The debtor .. Finding himself waked with 
such a disagreeable dunn. 1847 A. M. Gilliam Trav. 
Mexico 149 The. .crowd let us pass to our rooms, without 
our receiving a single dun for alms. 

3. Comb., as dun-driven, - haunted , - racked adjs. 
2839 J. R. Darley Introd. Beanm. # Fils Wks. 1. 13 As 

fast as a dun-driven poet. 2840 Dickens Barn. R udge xv, 
Dun-haunted students. 

!! Bull (d»n), sbA Also doon. [Irish and Gaelic 
dun (dwn), hill, hill-fort, fortress, W. din hill-fort. 

A frequent element in Celtic proper names in Scotland and 
Ireland, as in Dunkeld, Gael. Dtmchaillein hill fort of 
the woods, Dumbarton , the dun of the Britons.] 

An ancient hill-fortress or fortified eminence (in 
the Highlands of Scotland, or in Ireland). Some- 
times also applied to a trough or Broch. 

2605-74 Camden Rem. (ed. 7) 296 (Jam.) The Dune or 
Tower of Dornadilla in the parish of Diurnes. 1774 
Pennant Tour Scotl. in 2772, 293 These fortresses are 
called universally in the Erse, Duns. 2794 Statist. Acc . 
Scotl. XIII. 334 There are several duns in this parish, 
most of which were built by the Danes. 2852 D. Wilson 
Preh. Ann. (2863) II. iii. iii. 87 This class of strongholds 
or Duns, as they are locally termed, pertain to a people 
whose arts were still in their infancy. 1873 O’Curjry Mann. 
Anc. Irish III. 3 The Dun was of the same form as the 
Rath, but consisting of at least two concentric circular 
mounds or walls, with a deep trench full of water between 
them. 2875 W. McIlwraith Guide Wigtownshire 138 
Here are the remains of a doon, or of a circular tower of 
some sort. 2888 A rchteol. Rev. Mar. 70. 

Bun (d»n), v. L [OE. dunnian, f. dun{n, Dun a.] 
X. trans. To make dun, dusky or dingy; to 
darken or dull the colour of. 

c 888 K. Alfred Boeth. iv, Se mona mid his blacan leohte 
baet ]>a beorhtan steorran dunniaj? on bam heofone, a 2423 
Lydg. Temple of Glas 252 Rr?t as J? e socme Passe]? J?e 
sterres and do]? hir stremes donne. 1765 Projects in 
Ann. Reg. 235/2 Smoke, .disfigures the furniture, .and duns 
the complexion. 2832-33 Whistle-binkie (Sc. Songs) Ser. 
iii. 203 Afore the Lammas' tide Had dun'd the birken-tree. 

to. In New England, To cure (codfish) in a 
particular way, by which they become of a dun 
colour, and are termed dunfish. 

‘They are first slack-salted and cured, then taken down 
cellar and allowed to “give up”, and then dried again.’ 

(1 Century Diet.) 

2828 in Webster s.v. Dunning. 2873 Celia Thaxter 
Isles of Shoals 83 The process of dunning, which made the 
Shoals fish so famous a century ago, is almost a lost art, 
though the chief fisherman at Star still ‘ duns ' a few yearly, 
f 2. intr. To become dun or dull-coloured. 
c 1300 Cursor M. 23695 (Edin.) Flures . . J?at neuir mar sal 
dunne ne dwine. a 1400 in Pol. Del. L. Poems 221 
Wonne . . Jan hew dunnet ; and H sennewess starket. 

t Bun, vj Obs . In 4-5 don(n-, 5 dunn-en. 

[app. a. ON. duna to thunder, give a hollow sound, 
f. Germanic root dun-, whence also Din sb. and v.j 
intr. To sound, ring with sound, resound; =Din zu. 
Hence Dunning vbl. sb. 

13. . Coerde L. 4975 The erthe donyd hem undyr. c 2343 
Orpheo 275 The kyng . . Com to hunte all aboute, With 
dunnyng and with blowyng. a 2400 Sir Beues (E. E. T. S.) 
p. 263 (MS. E.) A1 ]?e castel donyd and rong Off here merbe 
and off here song. 24 . . Sir Raynborwn (MS. Cantab. Ff. 

2. 38, If. 224), Soche strokys gaf the knyghtys stowte, That 
the hylle donyed all abowte. r 2440 Promp. Parv. 135/1 
Dunnyn in sownde, bundo. 1483 Festival l (2515) 78 b, A 
man sholde unneth here his folowe speke for donnynges of 
strokes. 

Bun (d2m), vA [First found after 1600, when 
quoted by Bacon, from the old besom-maker at 
Buxton ; to Blount 1636-56 it was a * fancy’ word 
recently taken up. Origin uncertain. 

It is generally assumed to be identical with Dun v?, or to 
be a variant of Din v., of which it may possibly have been • 
a dialect form. But cf. the cognate Dun s£. 3 ] 

1. trans. To make repeated and persistent de- 
mands upon, to importune ; esp. for money due. 

<22626 Bacon Apophth. in Baconiana (1679), Dm advice 
of the plain old man at Buxton that sold besoms . . 

* Friend, hast thou no money ? borrow of thy back, and 
borrow of thy belly, they will never ask thee again: I 


DUH-BXRD, 


DUHCISH, 


shall he dunning thee every clay 1656 Blount GlossogK, 
To Dun, is a word lately taken up by fancy, and signifies 
to demand earnestly, or press a man to pay for com- 
modities taken up on trust, or other debt. 168s 7 rialS. 
Colledge 73, I dunn'd him for money and could not get it, 
1706-7 Farquhar Beaux’ Strut, hi. iii, I remember the 
good Days, when we cou’d dun our Masters for our Wages. 
1831 Lincoln Herald 16 Dec. 4/6 Ministers a- e again dun- 
ning the king for more Peers. 1862 Mrs. H. Wood Chan- 
nings viii, There's a certain tradesman’s house down there 
that I’d rather not pass; he has a habit of coming out and 
dunning me. 

2. transf. To pester, plague, assail constantly. 
1659 Shuffling, Cutting iff Deal. 5, 1 amsodun'd with the 

Spleen, I should think on something else all the while I 
were a playing. 2722 C. M. Let , to Curat 72 I’m so 
dunn'd with your Author's demonstrations , that they can 
take no effect upon me. 1720 Wodrow Corr. (18431 1 1- 486, 

I am dunned with letters upon all hands from Loudon and 
Edinburgh, urging us to meet, and do somewhat. 

8. Associated with Din v . 

1753 School of Man 24 Ismena , . concealed her desire, 
whilst Philemon was dunning everybody’s ears with his. 
1818 Sporting Mag. II. 189 His teeth chattered and his 
head was dunned. 1821 Joseph ike Book-Man 116 You 
brute my ears thus will you dun t 

Bun, obs. f. Down sb. 1 

Buu-bird. [f. Dun a. 4- Bird.] The pochard 
or red-headed duck, Fuligula ferina . Also, locally 
(Essex), the Scaup Duck , Fuligula marila. 

1766 Pennant Zool. (1776) II, 600, These birds . .are much 
sought for in the London markets where they are known 
by the name of dun birds. 1802 G. Montagu Ornith. Diet. 
(1833) 142 Dunbird and Duncur. Names for the Pochard. 
1813 Col. Hawker Diary <1893) I. 86 The geese, dunbirds 
and wigeons were in myriads. 183% T. Wright Hist. Essex 
I. 25 In a decoy at Goidhanger the fowls called dun birds 
are exceedingly numerous. 1896 Blackw. Mag, May 769. 

Dunce ictons), sb. Also 6-7 &uns v e. [An 
application of the name of John Duns Scotus, the 
celebrated scholastic theologian, called ‘Doctor 
Subtilis 1 the Subtle Doctor, who died in 1308. 

His works on theology, philosophy, and logic, were text- 
books in the Universities, in which (as at Oxford) his fol- 
lowers, called Scotists, were a predominating Scholastic 
sect, until the 16th c., when the system was attacked with 
ridicule, first by the humanists, and then by the reformers, 
as a farrago of needless entities, and useless distinctions, 
The Dutismcn or Dunses, on their side, railed against the 
* new learning’, and the name Dims or Dunce, already 
synonymous with ‘cavilling sophist' or ‘hair-splitter', soon 
passed into the sense of ‘dull obstinate person impervious 
to the new learning and of * blockhead incapable of learn- 
ing or scholarship ’. 

1530 Tindale A nsT.0. to More Wks. (1573I 278 'x Remember 
ye not how. .the old barkyng curres, Dunces disciples & lyke 
draffe called Scotistes, the children of darkenesse, raged in 
euery pulpit agaynst Greke Latin and Hebrue. 1553 T, 
Wilson Rhet. (1567) 101 a, Vse the quiddities of Dunce, to 
set forth Gods misteries : & you shal se thignorant either 
fall a slepe, or els bid you farewell. 1679 Hobbes Behemoth 

I. Wks. 1840 VI. 214 Peter Lombard, who first brought in 
.. the learning called School-divinity . . was seconded by 
John Scot of Duns, .whom any ingenious reader, not know- 
ing what was the design, would judge to have been two of 
the most egregious blockheads in the world, so obscure and 
senseless are their writings. 1691 Wood A th. Oxon. I. 673 
That the said Winter should study the # Dunces I/Ogick 
Questions, meaning I suppose the Logick Questions of 
John Dunse.] 

fl. The personal nam e Duns usd atfcrib. Duns 
man, a disciple or follower of Duns Scotus, a 
Scotist, a schoolman ; hence, a subtle, sophistical 
reasoner. So Duns learning , Duns prelate. Obs. 

Tindale Par. Wicked Mammon Wks. (1573) 88 A 
Duns man would make xx. distinctions, a 1540 Barnes 
Free Will ’Wins, (1573I 267 Now where will our Duns men 
bring in their Bonum conatum\ 1546 Confut. Shaxton 
F iij (T.\ The pure worde of God, voied of all the dregges of 
Dunsse learning and man’s traditions. 1581 Marbeck Bk. 
of Notes 479 The Dunce-men and Sophisters. .the inuenters 
and finders, yea, and the verie makers of Purgatorie. 1626 
W. Sclater Exp. 2 7 'hess. (1629) 184 That selfe-conceited 
dunce criticke. 1641 Milton Ch. Govt. v. (1851) 115 It were 
a great folly to seeke for counsell . . from a Dunce Prelat. 

J* 2. A copy of the works of Duns Scotus ; a text- 
book of scholastic theology or logic embodying his 
teaching; a comment or gloss by or after the 
manner of Scotus. Obs. 

1530 Tindale Pentat. To Rdr. 3 They which in tymes 
paste were wont to Poke on no more Scripture then they 
founde in their duns or soch like develysh doctryne. 1536 
Leyton to Cromwell in Suppr. Monast . (Camden) 71 We 
have sett Dunce in Bocardo, and have utterly banisshede 
hym Oxforde for ever, with all his blinde glosses. Ibid., 
The second time we came to New College , . we found all 
the great quadrant court full of the leaves of Dunce, the 
wind blowing them into every corner. 1607 Marston 
What You Will u. i, My spaniel slept, whilst I bausd 
leaves, Tossd ore the dunces, por’d on the old print Of 
titled wordes. 1607 Tourneur Rev. Trag. nr. iv. Wks. 1878 

II. 78 Avillanous Duns upon the letter, knauish exposition, 
xtwo Middleton Chaste Maid hi. ii, Brought him in league 
with logicke, And red the Dunces to him. 1633 T. Staf- 
ford Pac. Hib. 11. ix. (1810) 333 I will write as I have read 
in my dunses of Logicke. 

3. A disciple or adherent of Duns Scopus, a Duns 
man, a Scotist; a hair-splitting reasoner; a cavil- 
ling sophist. Obs exc, Hist. 

*577 Stanyhurst Descr. Ire 2 . i. in Holinshed ('1587) 9/2 
Duns, which tearme is so triuiali and common in all schools, 
that whoso surpasseth others either in cauilling sophistrie, 
or subtill philosophic, is forthwith nickenamed a Duns. x6xx 
Florio, Scotista, a follower of Scotus, as we say a Dunce. 
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+ 4. One whose study of books has left him dull 
and stupid, or imparted no liberal education ; a dull 
pedant. Obs. 

*579 Lyly E uphues (Arb.) 47 If one be hard in concerning, 
they pronounce him a dowlt : if giuen to studie, they pro- 
claime him a dunce. 1593 G. Harvey P.erce’s Super. 25 
You that purpose with great summes of study and candies 
to purchase the worshipfull names of Dunses and Dodipoles 
may closely sitt or sokingly ly at your bookes. 1614 T. 
Adams Devil's Banquet 322 When a man courts to be a 
Docior in ail Arts, hee lightly proues a dunce in many. 
1642 Fuller Holy ty Prof. St. hi. xviii. 199 A dunce, void 
of learning but full of hooks. 1742 Pope Dune. iv. 90 A 
wit with dunces, and a dunce with wits. 

5. One who shows no capacity for learning ; a 
dull-witted, stupid person ; a dullard, blockhead. 

1577 87 Holinshed Chron. Scot. 461/1 But now in our 
age it is growne to be a common prouerbe in derision, to 
call such a person as is senselesse or without learning a 
Duns, which is as much as a foole. 16x1 Cotgr., Lonr- 
daut , a sot, dunce, dullard. Viedase,.. an old dunce, 
doult, blockhead. 1669 Sturmy Mariners Mag. iv. 202 
I confess the greatest Dunces have commonly the best 
Imployments, and many abler men before the Mast. 1712 
Arbuthnot John Bull iv. i, Blockhead ! dunce ! ass 1 cox- 
comb ! were the best epithets he gave poor John. 1852 
Blackie Stud. Lang. 21 Let_ the hopeless dunce of the 
Grammar School be tried with Natural History. 2866 
R. W. Dale Disc. Spec. Occ. ii. 39 As some boys remain 
dunces though they are sent to the best schools. 

6. attrib. and Co?nb ., as dunce- corps \ f dunce- 
table, a table provided for duller or poorer students 
in some inns of court ; dunce’s cap, a cap of conical 
shape, sometimes marked with a capital D, and 
placed on the head of a dunce at school. 

2624 Ford Sun's Darling v. i. His father, me thinks, 
should be one of the Dunce-table, and_ one that never 
drunk strong beer in’s life, but at festival-times. 1840 
Dickens Old C. Sho/> xxiv, And on a small shelf, the 
dunce’s cap. 1847 Mary Howitt Ballads, etc. 383 Or, 
learning's serf, puts day by day. Dunce-corps through 
classic exercises. 

t Dunce, v. Obs. [f. prec. sb.] traits. To 
puzzle, pose, prove to be a dunce ; to make a dunce 
of. 

i6ix Cotgr., MetagraboulizS, puzzled in, dunced vpon. 
Me tag raboulizer, to dunce upon, to puzzle, or (too much) 
beat the braines about. 2649 R. Hodges Plain. Direct . 
66 Boys may be easily taught the Latine. Why should 
children therefore be wearied and dunced out many yeares, 
and yet in the end fail ? 1658 Gurnall Chr. in A rm. verse 
14. vi, 71 'Tis time for the Scholar to throw off his gown. . 
when every Schoolboy is able to dunce and pose him. 
1662 Ibid, verse 17, xxiv. 202 Thy own reason.. which is 
dunced and pozed with so many secrets in Nature, 
f Duncecomb. [f. Dunce, after coxcomb .] 

2630 J. Taylor (Water P.) To T. Coriat Wks. m. 25/2 
I am no Duncecomb, Coxecombe, Odcomb Tom. 

Bunce&om (dtrasdam). [see -dom.] The 
domain of dunces; dunces collectively; a dunce’s 
condition or character. 

2829 Carlyle Voltaire Misc. Ess. T872 II. 151 In the midst 
of that warfare with united Duncedom. 1829 — Novalis 
ibid. i97 Their far famed campaign against Duncedom, or 
that which called itself the Old School* of Literature. 
2865 Pall Mall G. 21 Apr. 120 One who displays the true 
characteristic of Duncedom. 

Duucehood (d2?*n$hud). [f. as prec. + -hood.] 
The quality, condition, or character of a dunce or 
dunces ; mental opacity. 

2829 Blackw Mag. XXVI. 562 The seal of supreme dunce- 
hood. 1837 Tails Mag . IV. 728 The caution or dunce- 
hood of modern booksellers. 1868 M. Pattison A cadent. 
Org. v. 231 A habit of dunce-hood which has been acquired 
by the passive resistance of the mind to the reiteration of 
the same matters. 

Duncely (dzrnsli), a . rare. [f. Dunce + -ly f.J 
Like or of the nature of a dunce. 

2826 Examiner 407/1 Duncely scribes and clerks. 

Dmxcely, adv. rare. In 6 dunsly. [f. as 
prec. As a dunce; tin the way of the 

scholastic philosophy. 

c 2535 Latimer Wks. (Parker Soc.) II. 374 He is wilfully 
witted, Dunsly learned, .zealous more than enough. 

Dunce-man, Duns-man : see Dunce sb. 1. 
t Du*ncer, du*nser. Obs. [f. Duns, Dunce + 
-EK.] An adherent of Duns Scotus, a Scotist ; a 
follower or teacher of the scholastic divinity and 
logic; s» Dunce 3. 

c 2550 Becqn Jewel of Joy g [Latimer’s teaching] whyche 
thynge dyuers drowesy dunsers wyth certayne fals fliynge 
fiaterynge Friers coulae not abyde. Ibid, io Drowned in 
the dirty dregges of the drowsy dunsers. 

Duncery, dunsery (d^nsari, dzrnsri). [f. 
Dunce ; see -ery.] 

f 1. The practice, style, or character of a Scotist 
or Schoolman. Obs. 

2560-70 Sir T. Smith Or at, iv. in Lifef 1698) App. 81 Here 
you come with your fine and logical Distinction, .as tho' we 
were in a School of Dunsery. 1641 Milton Ch. Govt. n. 
(1851) 148 Prelaty, under whose inquisitorious and tyran- 
nical duncery no free and splendid wit can flourish. 1683 
Kennett Erasrn. on Folly (1709) 75 The more of duncery 
they have, the more of pride, and the greater is their am- 
bition. 2687 Refl. Dryden's Hind y P. 25 The Author of 
Pax Vobis ..your Brother in Scholastick Duncery. 

2. The state, character, or practice of a dunce or 
dullard ; intellectual dullness, stupidity. 

2625 Sir E. Hoby Curry-combe i. 17 He shewed more 
foolery then Philosophy, more Dunsery then Diuinity.; 2725 


Prideaux Art. Reform, in Universities xxiv. In Life{ 1748) 
216 To the discouragement of learning, and the encourage- 
ment of duncery and idleness. 2881 Swinburne in Fortn. 
Rev. Feb. 252 The detestable duncery of sham Pindarics. 

Bunch, (dzmj), z\ Sc. and north, dial. Also 
dunsii. [Derivation unknown. 

IVIatzner suggests connexion with Icel. dunk a to resound, 
give a hollow sound, Sw. dnnka, Da. dunke to beat, knock, 
thump, throb; but these are^ modern forms, having no 
historical connexion with English.] 

trans. To strike or push with a short rapid blow 
now esp. to jog with the elbow. 

a 2240 Wohunge in Colt, Bom, 283 pat tai pe dunchen and 
j?rasten forSward swiSe toward ti dom. c 1440 Prernp. 
Parv. 135/ 1 Dunchyn, or bunchyn, tundo. 2789 D. David- 
son Seasons 49 (jam.) The unco brute much dunching 
dried Frae twa-year-alls and stirks. 2802 R. Anderson 
Cnmberld , Ball. 25 When Trummel cleek’d her on his 
knee. She dunch’d and punch'd, cried, ‘tuil, let be 1* 
1827 Ann. Reg. 298, 1 felt his skull had been dunched in. 
1887 Sir W. G. Simpson Art Golf 132 A bad ball, which 
can . . be dunched along the ground a short distance with a 
brassy. Mod. Sc. Do not dunch me while 1 am writing. 
Xhincll, sb. Sc. and north, dial. [f. prec. vb.] 
A jog, a push with the elbow, a smart shock. 

c 1440 Promp. Parv. 235/1 Dunche, or lonche.. 
stepuus. bombus. c 2490 Ibid. (MS. K.) Dvnche (P. dunch- 
inge), tuncio, percussio. 2821 Aiton Agric. Ayrsh. Gloss. 
691 Dunch , a smart push. 1886 Stevenson Kidnapped 
xiii. (1888) 128 She .. struck the reef with such a dunch 
as threw us all flat upon the deck. 

Buncll, <*. Obs. exc. dial. [Derivation uncer- 
tain : c f. Dunny af'l Dull or inert in the senses, 
or in composition. 

1. Deaf. Dunch down : see quot. 1578. 

2574 Hellowes Gueuards Fain. Bp. 12577) 75, I haue 
spoken with Perianes . ; and as_ he was deafe and moste 
dunch, 1 cried out more in speaking vnto him, than I do vse 
in preaching. 2578 Lyte Dodoens iv. liii. 513 This her be 
is called, .in Latine Typha. .in Englishe. .Dunche downe, 
bycause the downe will cause one to be deafe, if it happen 
to fall into the eares. 1787 Grose Provinc. Gloss., Dunch s 
deaf. W. 1888 Berkshire Gloss., Dunch, deaf. 

2 . Blind. 

? 26 . . Clown’s Journey to London < Somerset dial.) MS. 
Askmole 36 If. 212 What with the zmoke and what with the 
criez, I waz amozt blind and dunch in my eyes. 2888 Berk- 
shire Gloss., Dunch passage , a cut de sac ; the term * blind 
passage ’ is sometimes used in this sense. 

3 . Heavy or doughy, as bread. 

1842 Akerman Wiltsh. Gloss., Dunck-dnmpling, a hard 
dumpling, made of flour and water. 2879 Jefferies Wild 
Life in S. C. 129 Priding herself that [the batch of bread] 
is never ‘dunch’ or heavy. [Hence prob., in midland 
dialects, dunch sb., dumpling.] 

Dunciad (dzrnsi&d). [f. Dunce sb. 1 see 
-ad c.] The epic of dunces : name of a well- 
known poem by Pope. Also, the world or com- 
monwealth of dunces. Hence Buncia&e*am, a. 
nonce-wd. 

2728 Pope (title) The Dunciad. 174 a — Dunciad iv, 604 
Tyrant supreme t shall three Estates command, And make 
one Mighty Dunciad of the Land ! 2799 Morn. Her. in 
Spirit Pub. Jrnls. (1800) III. 169 Dunciadean critics. 
Buncical (dzmsikal), a. Now rare. Also 
dunsieal. [f. Dunce sb. + -ic + -AL.] 
f I. Of or pertaining to the Scotists or to the 
Scholastic system. Obs. 

1546 Coverdale tr. Calvin on Sacrament Pref. A ij. 
Romisshe idolatrers and diligent studentes of dunciqali 
dregges. 1588 Fraunce Lawlers Log. 1. i. 3 b, Miserable 
Sorbonists and dunsicall Quidditaries. 2625 Gonsdlvio's 
Sp. Inquis. 140 All that Sophisticall and Dunsicall diuinitie. 
2 . Of or pertaining to a dunce ; dull-witted, stupid, 
blockheaded. 

2588 J. Harvey Disc. Probl. 65 Botched vp,, after a rude, 
and dunsicall sort. 2655 Fuller Ch. Hist. vox. ii. § 26 
This neck-question.. the most dull and duncicall Commis- 
sioner was able to ask e. 1708 Motteux Rabelais iv. Hit, 
Students sottish and duncical. 1748 Richardson Clarissa 
Wks. 1883 VIII. 303, I have no patience with the foolish 
duncical dog. 184.x Tait’s Mag. VIII, 7 Mathematics 
might be flogged into them ,. as readily as into our own 
dunsieal natures. 

B. as adv. for duncically. 

2624 Rand Epil. to Skelton’s El. Rummy ng, King Henry 
the Eight Had a good conceit Of my merry vaine, Though 
duncicall plaine. 

Hence + Dnncicality. 

2588 Fraunce Lawiers Log. Ded. T iij, If this be all the 
Dunsicall tie you talke of, you are farre more nyce then any 
Universitie man of mine acquaintance. 

Du'BCify, v. rare . [f. Dunce sb . : see -I’Y.j 

trails. To make a dunce of. Hence Duncified 
ppl. a., constituted as a dunce. 

*597 s.st Pt. Return fr. Pamass, iv. i. 1222 Let this dun- 
cified worlde esteeme of Spencer and Chaucer, I’le worship? 
sweet Mr. Shakspeare. 1759 Warburton Lett, to Hiv'd 
(1809) 286 A fellow ten thousand times more duncified than 
dunce Webster. 

Bimcish (d#*nsij), a. [f. Dunce sb. 4- -ish.j 
O f the nature of a dunce ; dunce-like. Hence 
Du’ncishly adv . ; Du ncislmess. 

2825 Fonblanque in Westm. Rev. IV. 377 A sentence of 
impenetiable duncishness. 2832 Examiner 162/1 Stupid 
by nature, and dunceish by education. 1833 T. Hook 
Widow $ Marquess x. The ‘ duncish curate *, as his lord- 
ship called him. 1834 Fonblanque Eng. under 7 Admmist. 
(2837) HI. 261 Men, who read the broad signs of the times 
so duncishly. 

Duncur : see dun cur s.v. Dun a. 3 c. 
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B un der (darndoj). [Corrupted from Sp. 
redundar to overflow.] The lees or dregs of cane- 
juice, used in the West Indies in the fermentation 
of rum; *= Dander sb* 

1793 Edwards W. Indies v. ii. II. 241 The use of dunder 
in the making of rum, answers the purpose of yeast in the 
fermentation of flower. _ Ibid,, Dunder .. is the lees or 
feeultncies of former distillations. Ibid. 240 To provide a 
dunder-cistern of at least 3000 gallons. 1795 Sir J. Dal- 
rymple Let, to Admiralty 5 The miserable ferment called 
Dunder, which is the only one used in the West Indies. 
Dunder, var. of Dunher v. Sc. 

Dunderbolt, dial. f. Thunderbolt, a belem- 
riite ; a flint arrow-head. 

Buuderliead (dzrncbrhed). [The origin of 
dunder in this and the following words is obscure. 

It may possibly be connected with Dunner i>. and sb! 
(which also occur as dunder)'. cf also Sc. donner to stun as 
with a blow or loud noise : see Donnered. Some associa- 
tion between dunder and blunder appears to be indicated 
by the change of Du. donderbus to blunderbuss ] 

A ponderously stupid person ; a blockhead, a 
numskull. 

a 1623 Fletcher Elder Bro. n. iv, Oh, thou dunderhead 1 
Wouldst thou be ever in thy wife’s Syn taxis? 1629 Mas-, 
singer Picture 11. i, Recover, dunder-head ! <*1700 B. E. 
Diet. Cant. Crew , Dunder-head , a dull heavy Creature. 
1767 Sterne Tr. Shandy IX, xxv, Shall I be called as 
many blockheads, numsoulls, doddypoles, dunderheads . . 
and other unsavoury appellations. 1894 J. N. Maskelyne 
Sharps # Flats i. 6 There are so many dunderheads of 
all nationalities who can never realise the truth of that 
simple maxim. 

Hence Dunderliea&ism, practical stupidity. 

1846 Poe Wks. (1864.) III. 11 5 Utter and inconceivable 
dunderheadism. 1881 Sala in Illustr. Land. News 21 May 
491 Bureaucratic and police dunderheadism. 

Xhrnder-lieaded., a. [f. as prec. + -ed.] 
Ponderously stupid, thick-headed. 

182s Cobbett Rur. Rides (1885) II, 37 The poor scolded 
broken-hearted boy . . becomes dunder-headed and dull for 
all his life-time. 1836 Wakley Sp. in Ho. Com. 15 Mar., _ 
Any illiterate and dunder-headed police officer. 1872 Geo. ' 
Eliot Middlem. xlv, He regarded it as a mixture of jealousy 
and dunderheaded prejudice. 

Hence Dumber liea:dedness, gross stupidity. 

1870 Sat. Rev. 15 Jan. 80/2 This dunderheadedness. of j 
crime which is brought home to our senses by reports like 
these. 

Bunderpate (d»*ndojp^ i t\ = Dunderhead. 

1809 W. Irving Knickerb. in. i. (1849) 140 A dunderpate, 
like the owl, the stupidest of birds. 1829 J. Jekyll in 
Corr. 16 Mar. vii. (1894! 194 When the Republic, like Great 
Britain at this day, was overrun by dunderpates. 

t Bu*nderwlielp. Obs. [see above.] A 
dunderheaded ‘whelp/, a contemptible blockhead. 

1621 Fletcher Wild-Goose Chase in. i, What a purblind 
puppy was I !. .What a dunder-whelp, To let him domineer 
thus ! a 1623 — Women Pleased 11, vi, You know what a 
dunder-whelp [ Folio i, dundierwhelp] my master is. 

Bun-diver, [f. Dun a. + Diver 2.] a. The 
female and young male of the goosander (Mergus 
merganser), to. US. local. The ruddy duck. 

1678 Ray Willughby's Ornith. 333 The Dun-Diver or 
Sparlin-fowl, Merganser faemina. 1766 Pennant Zool. 
(1776) II. 556 The Dun Diver or female is less than the 
male. 1829 Darwin in Life <$■ Lett. (1887) 1 . 175 I shot 
whilst in Shrewsbury a Dundiver (female Goosander, as 
I suppose you know). 

Bun© (dk/n). [a. mod.F. dune ( 13th c. in Hatz.- 
Darm.), a. ODu. dlina, MDu . dflne (Du . duin, 
mod.LG. dime) = OE. diin : see Down j#. 1 ] A 
mound, ridge, or hill of drifted sand on the sea- 
coast (or, rarely, on the border of a lake or river) ; 
applied esp, to the great sand-hills on the coast of 
France and the Netherlands. In earlier English use, 
down occurs : see Down jA 1 3. 

1790 Roy in Phil. Trans. LXXX. 184 Supposing the 
extremities of the base between Fort Revers and the Dunes 
to be accurately known. 1830-33 Lyell Princ. Geol. xxi. 
(1847) 312 By the aid of embankments and the sand dunes 
of the coast. 1832 Dje La Beche Geol. Man. (ed. 2) 79 
Indurated dunes occur in various parts of the world : they 
have been noticed by Peron in New Holland. 1853 
Longf. Hiaw. xvi. 10 On the dunes of Nagow Wudjoo 
— Stood the lodge of Pau-Puk-Keewis. 1878 K. John- 
ston Africa ii. 23 The Sahara presents now a stretch of 
sand, then hills and ravines, Marshes and dunes. 1883 
Symonds Italian Byways vii. 222 A handful of horned 
poppies from the dunes, 
to. Comb., as dune-like adj. 

*833 Kane Grinnell Exp. xxxi. (1856) 270 Rolling dune- 
like hills. 

Dune, obs. f. Din, Down, Dun sb$ 

Bu*nfisli, dun-fish. U.S. local (New 
England), [f. Dun a .] Cod cured by dunning 
(see Dun vf 1 b). 

[Cf. 1792 Dumb-fish s.v. Dumb a. 8.] 1828 Webster, 
Dun-fish. 1873 Celia Thaxter Isles of Shoals 83 A real 
dunfish is handsome, cut in transparent strips, the color of 
brown sherry wine. The process is a tedious one. 

Dun-fly. [f. Dun a.~\ a. A kind of artificial 
fly used in angling, to. A kind of gadfly. 

/** 45 ° Pysshynge w. Angle (1883) 33 The donne flye : 
the body of the donne woll. 1633 Walton Angler iv. 97, 

I will name, .the dun flie, the stone flie, the red flie [etc.]. 
1829 Glover Hist. Derby I. 177 Oestrus Curvicauda, 
Gadbee or Dun Fly. 

Bung (d»q), sb. Forms : 1- dung, (3 ding), 
4-6 dunge, dong(e, 4-7 doung(e, (6dungue, 


doong, 6-7 dengue). [OE. dung*«Q¥n%. dung , 
OHG. tunga manuring, mod.G. dung and diinger 
manure. Cf also Sw. dynga dung, muck, Da. dynge 
heap, hoard, mass, pile, mod.Ieel .dyngja heap, dung. 
The original sense is uncertain : see Kluge s.v.] 

1 . Excrementitious and decayed matter employed 
to fertilize the soil ; manure. 

c 1000 riSLFRic Glass, in Wr.-Wulcker 104/9 Eimtes, dung 1 . 
c 1260 Hatton Gosp. Luke xiii. 8 Ic hine beweorpe mid 
dunge. 1362 Langl. P. PI. A. iv. 130 pat lawe schal ben 
a laborer and leden a-feld dounge. c 1420 Pallad. on Hush. 

1. 276 The lond aboute a roote is to be moued A 1 vpsodoun, 
and flekis shal we make Of donge and molde. 0x440 
Promp. Part>. 127 1 Donge, mucke, fimus, letamen . 1383 
Stubbes Anat . Abus. 11. 11882) 44 What kind of dung is 
best to fatten the same [barren ground] againe. 1616 
Surfl. & Markh. Country Forme 533 It will be good to 
spread Quicklime vpon the plowed ground .. the haruest 
after it is more plentifull, than after anie other dung that 
a man can inuent, 1727 Bradley Fam. Diet. S.v. Garden , 
Dung made of Leaves that are well rotted. 1873 lire’s 
Diet. Arts III. 213 All the essential fertilising substances 
of a large mass of home-made dung. 

2 . (As constituting the usual manure) The 
excrement or faeces of animals (rarely of human 
beings) : as cow-dung , horse-dung , pig’s-dung , etc. 

1297 R. Glouc. (1724) 310 In to a chambre forene he 
gadelyng gan wende..& in J>e dunge }>ar Hudde hym }?e re 
longe. a 1300 Sarmun 6 in E. £. P. (1862) 2 A sakke 
ipudrid ful wi}> drit and ding, c 1400 Maundev. (Roxb.) 
xiv. 64 pai dight )?aire mete with dung of bestez dried at 
|>e sonne. c 1420 Pallad. on husb. 1. 527 Donge of fowlis 
is ful necessary To londtiling. 1523 Fitzhekb. Husb. § 37 
Horse-donge is the worste donge that is.. And the dounge 
of douues is best, but it muste be layde vppon the grounde 
verye thynne. 1335 Coverdale 2 Kings xviii. 27 That they 
maye eate their owne donge and drynke their owne stale. 
x6xx Bible fob xx. 7 Yet he shall perish for euer, like his 
owne doting. 1796 H. Hunter tr. St. Pierre's Stud. Nat. 

I. 262 Now this dung was entirely the produce of the fishes 
on which those fowls constantly fed.. 1817 J. Bradbury 
Trav. 135 Having collected a sufficient quantity of dry 
buffaloe’s dung, we made a fire. 

3 . transf. and fig. Applied to that which is 
morally filthy or defiling ; or to matter that is vile, 
contemptible, or loathsome. 

<21223 Ancr. R. 140 Heo mot..upholden ham, pet heo ne 
uallen i$e dunge of sunne. c 1323 Rel. Ant. II. 191 Loverd 
king, to hori ding what makith man so hold? 1413 Pilgr. 
Sowle (Caxton 1483) ill. viii. 55 They were fallen and leyen 
defyled in the donge of synne. 1326-34 Tindale Phil. iii. 

8 For whom I have counted all thynge losse, and do iudge 
them but donge. 1577 Northbrooke Dicing 11843) 76 This 
dung and filth of ydlenesse. 1383 Stubbes Anat. Abus. 

II. (1882) 95 For greedinesse of a little mucke or dung of 
the earth, (For monie is no better), a 1677 Barrow Serm. 
Wks. 1716 I. 16 The dust of pelf, the dung of sensuality. 
1858 Carlyle Fredk. Gt. 1. i. (18651. 1 , 12 The noteworthy 
Dead is sure to be found lying under infinite dung, no end of 
calumnies and stupidities accumulated upon him. 

4 . Tailor 1 s slang. A term of obloquy, applied to 
journeymen who submit to the masters’ terms, work- 
ing by the piece instead of by the day, or working 
while others are on strike. Cf. Dunghill 2 d. 

1764 Chron. in Ann. Reg. 66 pi Who, refusing to comply 
with the masters’ terms .. call themselves Flints, in contra- 
distinction to those who submit, and are in derision called 
by the first Dungs. 1824 Ibid. 80 The whole body of 
journeymen tailors is divided into two classes, denominated 
Flints and Dungs : the former work by the day and receive 
all equal wages; the latter work generally by the piece. 
1837 Whittocic, etc. Bk. Trades (1842) 430 (Tailor) Any 
man being declared a ‘dung’ for working too fast. 1867 
Morning Star 6 Aug. 7/1 He said, * I know by your walk 
you are a “ dung 1 ’’’ (A term applied to men who work 
for a shop where the hands are on strike.) 

5 . at t rib. and Comb. a. attrib., as dung-barge , 
-bed, - boat , -drag, -mere, - mixen (i.e. dung-heap), 
-pike, -pit, -yard, etc. 

1751 Smollett Per. Pic. (1779) IV. xevi. 188 The rudder 
of a *dung-barge. 1845 Florist's frnl. 47 The preference 
of a small [hot] house over a *dung-bed. a 1667 Cowley 
Answ. Invit. Cambridge Wks. 1711 III. 63 The Quondam 
*Dung-boat is made gay. 1793 Hull Advertiser 6 June 3/3 
Striking him on the head with a *dung drag.. 1706 Phillips 
( ed. Kersey), *Dung-Meers, are Places or Pits where Soils, 
Dungs, Weeds, etc. are mix’d and lie and rot together for 
some time, for the Improvement of Husbandry. 1480 Robt . 
Devyll 38 So into a foule *donge myxen he her caryed. . 1861 
Musgrave By-roads 12 Road -side laystalls and dung-mixens 
removed out of sight. 1530 Palsgr. 214/2 *Donge pyke, 
fourche a Rant. 2658 Rowland Moufet's Theat. Ins. Ep. 
Ded., Oyl Beetles .. rowl up and down a *dung-pil. 
1870 Ramsay Remin. v. (ed. 18) 86 Their dung-hills or 
*dung-pits. 1707-12 Mortimer (J.), Any manner of vege- 
tables cast into the *dungyard. 

to. objective, instrumental, etc. as dung-eater , 
-finding ; dung- bred, feeding adjs. 

a 1631 Drayton Poems IV. 1271 (Jod.) I scorn all earthly 
*dungbred scarabees. 1845 Darwin Voy. Nat. (1889) 4^0 
Many kinds of *dung-feeding beetles. x6xo H kaley St. 
Aug. Citie of God 691 Stercutius, who was deified for 
^dung-finding. 

e. Special combs. : dung-bath (Dyeing), a 
mixture of dung, usually that of cows, with chalk 
in warm water, used to remove superfluous mordant 
from printed calico; dung-beetle, a name for 
the dor-beetle or dumble-dore ; also a general name 
for the group of beetles which roll up balls of 
dung ; dung- bird, (a) the hoopoe ; (b) — dung- 
hunter ; dung-chafer = dung-beetle ; dung-cis- 
j tern, -copper, a vessel containing a dung-bath; 


t dung-farmer, one who contracts to remove dung 
and refuse; dung-fly, a two-winged fly of the genus 
Scaiophaga , feeding in ordure ; dung-gate, -port, 
a gate through which dung and refuse are removed ; 
in O. T., the name of a gate of Jerusalem ; the 
anus; dung-hunter, -teaser, the Dirt-bird or 
Dirty Allan: (see quots.); + dung-wet a., as wet as 
dung, wet through ; dung- worm, a worm or larva 
found in cow-dung, used as bait. Also Dung-caet, 
-fork, etc. 

1836 Penny Cycl. VI. 153/2 The chalk occasionally added 
to the *dung-bath serves to neutralize the acids as they are 
evolved from the mordants. 1863-72 Watts Diet. Chew. 
II. 353 The^ dung-bath is now almost wholly superseded 
by the solutions of certain salts, viz. the double phosphate 
of soda and lime, arsenite and arsenate of soda, and 
silicate of soda. 1634 Moufet Theat. Ins. 153 *Dung- 
beetle, Sharnbugg. 1828 Darwin in Life <5* Lett. I. 172 
A bluish metallic-coloured dung-beetle. 1816 Kirby & Sp. 
Entomol. (1843^ II. 280 The common *dung-chafer. .flies 
with great rapidity and force. 1836 Penny Cycl. V 1 . 1 54/1 
The goods must be., winched through a fresh *dung-cistem 
(commonly called a *dung-copper>. 1598 E. Gilpin Skial * 
(1878) 26 He’le cry, oh rare, at a *Dongfarmers cart. 1399 
Hakluyt Voy. II. 11. 69 The dungfermers seek in euery 
streete by exchange to buy this durtie ware. x6x6 Crt. 
Sf Times fas. I (1849) 1 * 4*4 They say a dung-farmer gave 
him his death’s wound. 1638 Rowland Moufet's Theat. 
Ins. 947 Merdivora or ^Dung-flies are of divers sorts. 1335 
Coverdale Nek. xii. 31 On the righte hande of the wall 
toward the *Donggate. 1637 W. Rand tr. Gassendi's Life 
Peiresc II. 152 The Excrement .. in that part which was 
near the Dung-gate, a x66x Fuller Worthies 1. (1662) 
144 Searching into the pedigree of Paper, it cometh into 
the world at the doungate, raked thence in Rags. 1766 
Pennant ZooL u 768) II. 423 This species [of Gull] is, 
likewise called by some the *Dung Hunter. 1885 Swain- 
son Prov. Names Birds 2x0 Richardson’s Skua.. [called] 
from the vulgar opinion that the gulls are muting, when, in 
reality, they are only disgorging fish newly caugnt. .Dung 
bird or Dung hunter. 1535 Coverdale Neh. ii. 13, 1 rode 
by nighte vnto the valley porte., and to the *Dongporte. 
1841 Selby in Proc. Berzo. Nat. Club 1 . No. 9. 256 Arctic 
skua, better known ..by the name of the *dung teazer. 
*599 Nashe Lenten Stuffe in Harl. Misc. (1808-12) VI, x8o 
(D.) Fishermen cowthring and quaking, *dung-wet after a 
storme. 1603 Knolles Hist. Turks ( 1621'! 723 The duke of 
Alva (wonderfully wearied in the late skirmish, and dung 
wet). 1753 Chambers Cycl. Supp.fi Dung-worms . .found in 
great plenty among cow-dung in September and October. 

BtOlg (d»i]),2>. Forms: 1 dyngian,4~6dong(e, 
(5 doong, 6 doung), 4-7 dnnge, 4- dung. [In 
OK. dyngian from dung sb. ; cf. OFris donga , denga, 
MHG. tungen, Ger. diingen. In ME. assimilated 
to, or formed anew from the sb.] 

1. trans. To manure (ground) with dung; to 
dress with manure. 

c xooo /Elfric Gloss, in Wr.-Wulcker 104/8 St er coratio, 
dingiung. c 1380 Wyclif Serm. Sel. Wks. 1 . 99 Digge aboute 
he vyne rotis and dung hem wel. c 1440 Promp. Parv. 127/1 
Dungen, or mukkyn londe, finio. 1502 Caxton' s Chron. 
Eng. 1. (1520) 7/1 He taught men to donge theyr feldes. 
1548 Latimer Ploughers (Arb.) 19 The ploughman .. tilleth 
hys lande . . and sometyme doungeth it. 1648 Gage West Ittd. 
xviii. 135 The best way to husband or dung their ground. 
X770-74 A. Hunter Georg. Ess. ( 1803) I. 313 They miss 
a crop by dunging an improper soil. 

fig. 1709 Steele Tatler No. 35 r 2 To improve and 
dung his Brains with this prolifick Powder [snufi]. 
to. Predicated of animals. 

1574 tr. Littleton's Tenures 15 b, If I deliver to a man 
in ye sheepe to dong or marie his land. 1607 Dekker 
Westw. Hoe 11. i. Wks. 1873 II. 294 Doe Iack-dawes dung 
the top of Paules Steeple still? 1759 tr. Dukamel’s Husb. 
1. iv. (1762) 9 The land is well dunged by them. 

C. Predicated of the manure. 

1562 Turner Herbal 11. 52 b, Medic fother muste be 
sowen in ApriL.lt dongeth the ground well. 1589 Pas- 
guills Ret. 5 The carkases of the deade did dunge the 
grounde. 

2 . intr. Of animals: To drop or eject excrement. 

c 1470 Harding Chron. xxi. iv, In [the whiche time] no 

horsse maye dunge. X523 Fitzherb. Husb. § x8 Let them 
[shepe] stande stylle a good season, that they maye donge. 
1699 Dampier Voy. II. 11. 105 He grases on the Shore, and 
dungs like a Horse. 1791 J. Whitaker Rev. Gibbon's Hist. 
256 (R.) He dungs upon it at last from the dirty tail of 
Mahometanism. 1846 [see Dunging vbl. sb. 2]. 

f b. trans . Dung out, to pass as excrement. Obs. 
1641 Best Farm. Bks. (Surtees) 8 Till such time as the 
lambe beginne to dunge out the milke which it hath gotten 
of her [an ewe]. 

3 . Calico-printing. To immerse in a dung-bath 
in order to remove superfluous mordant, 

1836 [see Dunging]. 1873 Ure's Diet. Arts I. 626 In 
dunging calicoes. Ibid. 628 A solution of arseniate of soda, 
containing from 10 to 50 grains arsenic acid per gallon, 
according to the strength and nature of the mordants to be 
dunged. 

Hence Bunded ppl. a., covered or mixed with 
dung ; manured ; Bunger, an animal that dungs 
(Cotgr. s.v. Grume f). 

c 1420 Pallad. on Husb. 1. 151 In donged lond. 1597-8 
Bp. Hall Sat. v. i. xx6 To see the dunged folds of dag- 
tayled sheepe. 1626 Bacon Sylva § 500 An Infusion of the 
Medecine in Dunged Water. 1651 R. Child in Hart lib's 
Legacy (1655) 11 Dung’d land. 

Bung, pa. t. and pple. of Ding vf 
|| Dungaree (dirggarz). Also dungeree. 

[Hindi <j JfSs dungrl .] A kind of coarse inferior 
Indian calico. 


DUISTG-CAET. 

£1613 Ca.pt. Saris in Purehas Pilgrhnes (1625-6) I. 363 
(Y.) The surts requested, and prices that they yielded.. 
Dongerijns, the finest, twelve.] 1696 J. F. Merchant's 
Ware-ho. 14 Dungarees is another sort of Callico which is 
course, but something whiter than the former, yet not 
so fine, but is much stronger than the Derribands. 1759 
Land Mag. XXVIII. 604 A sail-cloth called Dungaree. 
1868 Miss F r e r e Deccan Days p. xxiv. (Y.) f Such durigeree 
as you now pay half a rupee a yard for. 

b. //. Trousers of this material. 

1891 R, Kipling City Dread/, Nt. 40 He’s got his dunga- 
rees on. 

C. attrih . and Comb . 

1849 E. E. Napier Excurs. S, Africa II. 230 Blue 
dungaree trowsers. 1890 W. C. Russell My Shipmate 
Louise III. xxxiii. 103 Clad in shirts and duck or dungaree 
breeches. 

Btnig-cart. A cart used to convey manure. 
c 1386 Chaucer Nun's Pr. T. 216 He . .fond A dong Carte as 
it went for to donge lond. 1523 Fitzhekb. Hush, § 146 To 
helpe her husbande to fyll the mucke wayne or donge cart. 
1606 Choice , Chance , etc. (1881) 48 What a spight it was to 
see a horse of seruice drawe in a doung-cart. 1865 Trollope 
Belton Est, xiii, If I thought that no one would see me, I’d 
fill a dung-cart or two. 

fig. 1624 Heywood Captives 1. i, Whele about thou dung 
cart of diseases, 1636 B. Jonson Discov. Wks. (Etldg.) 
764/2 Reducing all wit to the original dung-cart. 

Hence Dung-cartful, as much as fills a dung-cart. 
1598 Mucedorus In Hazl. DodsleyVll. 235 I have kill’d 
a dungcartful at the least, a 1659 Cleveland Chym. Magic 
18 Guts at least a Dung-cart full. 

Dungeon ( dv‘ ndgan), sb. Forms : a. 4-5 don- 
geoim, -gonn, -gon, -gen, -gyn, doun-, dun- 
goun, Sc. dwngeoune, -geovtm, downgeowne, 
4 -6 dongeon, dungion, 5-6 doungeon, -gen, 
6 dongion, -gyon, 4- dungeon. j8. 4-9 Don- 
jon (4 dunjon, 4-5 donjoun(e, 9 donjeon). 
[a. F. donjon (12th c. in Littrel, in OF. also dan- 
jon , dangon « Pr. donjon , dompnhon late L. 
domnidn-em in same sense, f. domnus (for dominus) 
lord ; thus essentially a doublet of Dominion.] 

1 . The great tower or keep of a castle, situated 
in the innermost court or bailey. (To this the archaic 
spelling donjon is now usually appropriated.) 

a. 1375 Barbour Bruce xvir. 224 Bath the castell and the 
dwngeoune. c 1385 Chaucer L. G. W. 937 Dido , The noble 
tour of YHon That of the citee was the cheef dungeon. 
c 1430 Lydg. Bockas 1, iii. (15.44) 6 a, A thousand arblastes, 
bent in his doungeoun. c 2489 Caxton Sonnes of Ay mon 
i. 23 Lohier. . mounted vp vnto the dongeon of the castell. 
1568 Grafton Chron. If. 288, Come on Sirs, ye shal 
enter into the Dungeon, for then shall ye be sure to be 
Lordes of the Castell. 1705 Lond. Gaz. No. 4164/3 The 
Governor.. retired into the Dungeon, which is a small Fort 
within the great one. 1797 Mrs. Radcliffe Italian vii, 
The keep or dungeon of the ancient fort. 

p. a 1300 Cursor M. 9926 J>e thrid [colur]. .castes lem 
ouer al sa bright, hat reches to j? e dunjon light. C1330 
R. Brunnb Chro 7 i. (1810) 221 Steuen. .did reise in hatcoste 
a stalworth donjon. 1475 Bk. Noblesse 12 The castelle and 
donjoune held still. 1678 tr. Gaya's Art of War it. 11 6 
Donjon, a place of Retreat in a Town or Place, to capitulate 
in with greater security in case of Extremity. 1691 Lond. 
Gaz . No. 2727/2 After this we fixed our Miners to the 
Donjon or Tower within the Castle. 1823 Scorr Trierm. 
n. x. Nor tower nor donjon could he spy. 1894 Baring- 
Gould Deserts S. France II. xvi. 38 A cylindrical donjon, 
with ancient buildings grouped about it 

b. More fully, donjon - (dungeon-) keep, -tower. 

1808 Scott Marm. 1. i. The battled towers, the Donjon 

keep. 1813 — ■ Rokeby n. ii, By Brackenbury’s dungeon- 
tower. 1849 James Woodman xi. 1855 Motley Dutch Rep. 
vi. iii. (1866) 828 It was in the donjon keep of the castle. 

c. Arch. (See quot.) 

1823 Crabb^ Techiol.Dict., Donjon. (Archit.\ a small 
wooden pavilion raised above the roof of the bouse, where 
anyone may command a fine view. 

2 . A strong close cell ; a dark subterranean place 
of confinement ; a deep dark vault 

13.. E. E. A Hit. P. A. 1186 So wel is me in J>ys doel 
doungoun. 23 , .Coer de L . 728 That thou dwelle in a fowle 
dongon. c 1325 Body fy Soul 471 in Map's Poems (Camden) 
345 The eorthe closede hit seif ajeyn, And the dungoun 
was for-dit. 251 z A ct ^ Hen. VI/I, c. 8 Preamb., The said 
Richard was taken and imprisoned in a doungen and a depe 
pytt under grounde. 1604 Shaks. £?/£. hi. iii. 271, 1 had rather 
be a Toad, And liue vpon the vapour of a Dungeon. 1667 
Milton P. L. ir. 317 The King of Heav'n hath doom’d 
This place our dungeon. 1713 Berkeley Guardian No. 
39. p. 3 Beneath the castle I could discern vast dungeons. 
1871 Morley Voltaire (1886) 7 When the fortunes of the fight 
do not hurry the combatant to dungeon or stake. 

3 . transf. and fig. 

1340 Hampole Pr, Come. 2835 * In helle \ he says, 1 es na 
raunceon ’. For na helpe may be in )?at dungeon, c 1430 
Lydg. Min. Poems 251 (Matz.) That worldly waves with 
there mortal deluge Ne drowne me nat in ther dreedful 
dongoun. 1549 Coverdale, etc. Erasm. Par. Col. 2 In 
the deepe doungeon of ignorance. 1671 Milton Samson 

g 6 Thou art become.. The dungeon of thyself. 183a 
. R. Porter Porcelain <$■ Gl. 68 Palissy .. confined within 
the dungeon of his own breast, those feelings of bitterness. 
1871 R. Elus Catullus lxviii. 102 Strangely the land’s last 
verge holds him, a dungeon of earth. 

t b. A habitation, mansion : ddsco fig. Obs. 
1430-40 Lydg. Bockas vm. xxiv. (1554) 194 b, Up to the 
rich sterry bright dongeon. .Called Arthurs constellacion. 
— Lyke thyn Audience etc. in Pol. Rel. 4 L. Poems (1866) 
25 Dyogenes lay in a smalle dongeon, In sondre wedyrs 
which turnyd as a balle. 1443 — Prospect Peace in Pol. 
Poems Rolls) II. 21 1 Briht was the sterre ovir the dongoun 
moost, Wher the hevenly queen lay poorly in jesyne. 
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C. Applied to a person of profound learning or 
wisdom: = ‘deep mine or receptacle.’ (Sc. and 
north, dial.) 

1773 in Boswell Jrnl. Tour Hebrides 22 Oct., Lady Loch- 
bury said, * he was a dungeon of wit ’. 1832-53 Whistle - 
binkie (Sc. Songs) Ser. m. 81 Although he’s a dungeon o 
Latin and Greek. 1855 Robinson Whitby Gloss, s. v. 
Duttgeonable , ‘ He’s a dungeon 0’ wit’, very shrewd. Mod. 
Sc. He is a perfect dungeon ofleariung. 

4 . attrib. and Comb. '. Of or belonging to a 
dungeon, as dungeon-bolt , - cell , -door, -fioor, -for - 
tress, - gate , -vault, etc. ; dungeon-keep, -tower 
(see 1 b). Also dungeon- like adj. . 

x8r3 Scott Rokeby iv. xxii, A fearful vision . Of *dungeon- 
bolts and fetters worn. 18x4 — Ld. of Isles in. iv^ From 
lowest ^dungeon cell To highest tower, a 1743 Savage 
Wks. (if 75) II. 107 (Jod.) Where *dungeon damps arise 
Diseas’d he pines, c 1440 Capgrave Life St. Kath. v. 720 
The gayleris were sore afrayde of certeyn light at the 
*dongeon-doore. 1645 Milton Tetrach. Wks. (18471 *83/2 
This is that grisly porter, who. .claps the *dungeon-gate upon 
them. 1864 A. McKay Hist. Kilmarnock 98 Above were 
two *dungeon-like apartments. 1856 W. E. Aytoun Both- 
well (1857) 2 They riot o’er my Mungeon-vault. x8io 
Montgomery Poems , Old Man's Song viii, To burst these 
^dungeon-walls of clay. } 

Hence Bumgeonable a. (north, dial.), ( deep , 
shrewd, knowing (cf. 3 c). Du'ngeonly, Du*n- 
geony a., dungeon-like. 

1593 Nashe Christ’s T. (1613) 42 None but the God of 
heauen may . . returne Conquerour from that dungeonly 
Kingdome, 1674-91 Ray N. C. Words 22 A Dungeonable 
Body; a shrewd person, or, as the vulgar express it, a 
divelish Fellow, 1823 in Life of Dean Hook I. 360 Unaired 
dungeon y rooms of a bachelor’s house. 1855 Robinson 
Whitby Gloss., Dungeonable , deep, knowing. 

Dungeon (.dzmd^an), v. [f. prec. sb ] trans. 
To put. or keep in a dungeon or cell ; to imprison ; 
to shut up in, or as in, a dungeon. 

16x5 T. Adams Blacke Devill 76 If he once recovers him 
into his prison he will dungeon him. 1645 Bp. Hall 
Remedy Discontents 124 Are we dungeon d up from the 
sight of the Sun? 1819 Shelley Cenciu. i, You said 
nothing Of how I might be dungeoned, like a madman. 
1884 Tennyson Bechet v. ii. 193 They. * Kill’d half the crew, 
dungeon’d the other half In Pevensey Castle. 

Hence Du-ngfeoned ppl. a., Du*iig , eonmg vbl. sb. 
and ppl. a.*, also i Drngeoner, one who or that 
which dungeons. 

1633 T. Adams Exp. 2 Peter ii, 4 The prisoner that is 
allowed to walk abroad, though with his keeper, is not so 
miserable as the dungeoned. 1795 Southey Vis. Maid of 
Orleans 1. 30 A dungeon’d wretch. 2820 Examiner No. 
650. 620/1 The dungeonings and ironings of Reformers. 
a xSzx Keats Lines to Fanny 33 That most hateful land, 
Dungeoner of my friends. 

Du*ng-fork B 

1 . A three- or four-pronged fork used to lift or 
spread dung ; a kind of pitchfork. 

£1430 Lydg. Chorle 4 Byrde (Roxb.) 13 To a chorle a 
dongforke in his honde. 1530 Palsgr. 214/2 Donge forke, 
fourcke a fan. 2669 Worlidge Syst. Agric, (1681) 324 
A Dung-fork is a Tool of 3 Tines or Pikes, for the better 
casting of Dung. 2834 Brit. Husb. I. x. 254 The manure. . 
so far rotted as to be easily divisible by the dung-fork. 2875 
Tennyson Q. Mary 11. ii, The reeking dungfork master of 
the mace l 

attrib, 1674 Flatman To Mr. Austin 9 Our Noddles 
understand them can No more, than read that dung fork, 
pothook hand That in Queen’s Colledge Library does stand. 

2 . Entom. The anal fork on which the larvae of 
certain coleopterous insects carry their excrement; 
a fsecifork. 

Ihcng-beaB* A heap of dung, a dunghill. 
a 1310 in Wright Lyric P. xxxvii. 103 Ne fyndest thou 
non so fyl dung-heep. 1393 [see next 1]. c 2430 Pilgr. Lyf 
Manhode n. liu. (1869) 96 Eche wight is strong on his o wen 
dung hep, and tristeth to his cuntree ; He is heere in his 
cuntree, on his dung hep. 1843 Carlyle Past 4 Pr. n. v, 

* Dungheaps’ lying quiet at most doors. 

DungiiiH (d2?*qhil), sb. 

1 . A heap or hillock of dung or Tefuse. 

c 1320 Seuyn Sag. (W.) 2417 To-delue anon in thi donghel. 
*377 Langl. P, PL B. xv, 109 For ypocrysie in latyn is lykned 
to a dongehul [1393 C. xvn. 265 dounghep). 1484 Caxton 
Fables of/Esop 1. 1, As a Cok ones sought his pasture in 
the donghylle he fond a precious stone. 1697 Sir T. P. 
Blount Ess. 20 Raking of Dunghills is an Employment 
more fit for a Scavenger than a Gentleman. 1776 Adam 
Smith W. N. ii. iii. (i860) I. 352 One half, perhaps, of these 
provisions is thrown to the dunghill. 1843 Lever J. Hinton 
xx, Mud hovels, with their dunghills, .around them, 
b. In proverbs and locutions. 

2546 J. Heywood Prov. (1867) 25 But he was at home there, 
he might speake his will, Euery cock is proude on his owne 
dunghill. 1581 Sidney Apol. Poetrie (Arb.) 43 Alexander 
and Darius, when they straue who should be Cocke of thys 
worlds dunghill. 1857 Trollope Three Clerks xl, Mr. 
Chaflfanbrass was the cock of this dung-hill. 2879 Froudb 
Caesar xv. 233 What he [Cicero] could not say in the 
Forum he thought he might venture on with impunity in 
the Senate, which might be called his own dunghill. 

2 . transf. and fig. a. A heap or repository of 
filth or rubbish ; often applied depreciatively to 
the earth, and to the human body. Also as the type 
of the lowest or most degraded situation, 

2526 Pilgr. Perf. (W. de W. 2532) 147 b, Y" foule & 
fylthy donghyll of this world. 2540 Morysine Vives* 
Introd.Wysd. C ij, The fayrest body is nothing els but 
a doungehyll covered in white and purple; 2559 Mirr. 
Mag., Salisbury ix, And buryed in the dounghil of defame, 
2627 Middleton & Rowley Fair Quarrel u, i. More to be 
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loath’d than vileness or sin’s dunghill. 2692 Washington 
tr. Miltons Def. Pop. v. (1851) 133 For matter of Books 
there is no body publishes huger Dunghils than you. 1768 
Woman of Honor II. 40 Considering the condition from 
which this son of a dunghill sprung. 1785 Grose Diet. 
Vulg. Tongue s.v., Moving dunghill, a dirty filthy man or 
woman. 18x7 Cobbett Wks. XXXII. 40 Those who have 
risen suddenly from the dunghill to a chariot. 

b. Applied opprobiiously to a person of evil 
life, or of base station. 

2553 Becon R cliques of Rome (1563) 105 Shal y e vile dong- 
hills of the earth presume to alter and ehaunge the blessed 
and euerlasting Testament of y only begotten sonne of God ? 
2595 Shaks. John iv. iii. 87 Out, dunghill! dar’st thou 
braue a Nobleman? 1665 J. Spencer Vu/g. Pro/>h. 49 
Paracelsus . . was a walking Dunghil (so offensive and cor- 
rupt his life). 

e. With reference to the dunghill cock (see 3 d), 
a man who is not/ game’, a coward or spiritless 
fellow. To die dunghill \ to die as a coward, not 
to die ‘game’, ct. ~ Dung 4. 

1756 W. Toldervy Hist. Two Orphans IY. 52 Submit, be 
a wretch, and die dunghill. 1761 Brit. Mag . II. 358 There 
would be no sport, as the combatants were both reckoned 
dunghills. 1785 Grose Diet. Vulg. To?igue, Dunghill, a 
coward ; a cockpit phrase, all but game cocks being stiled 
dunghills ; to die dunghill, to repent or shew any signs of 
contrition at the gallows. 1820 Scott lvanhoe xliii, To see 
. .whether the heroes of the day are, in the heroic language 
of insurgent tailors, flints or dunghills. 

8. attrib. and Comb. a. Of or pertaining to a 
dunghill, as dunghill beetle, raker, etc. b. Fit 
for or vile as a dunghill, c. Cowardly, or show- 
ing no fight, as the dunghill cock. 

£1430 Lydg. Min. Poems 192 (Matz.) A downghille doke 
as deynte as a snyghte. 1548 Hall Chron . , Hen. VII. 7 
A dongehyll knave and vyle borne villeyne. 1583 Stubbes 
A nat, Abus. 11. (1882) 39 This dunghill trade of Brokerie, 
x6ox Cornwallyes Ess. xxv, Many Dung-hill Birdes have 
maintained infinite labours, assisted onely with the fame of 
making their sonnes Gentlemen. 2633 Bp. Hall Hard 
Texts 423 Rich offerings.. were made to that dunghill 
Deity. 1658 Rowland Monfefs Theat. Ins. 1009 Some 
call the Pilularius the dunghill Beetle, because it breeds 
from dung and filth. 2670 Brooks Wks. (1867) VI. 54 God 
never loves to lift up the light of his countenance upon 
a dunghill-spirited man. 2684 Bunyan Pilgr. Progr. 11. 
55 The Dunghil-raker, Spider, Hen, The Chicken too to 
me Hath taught a Lesson. 1794 Southey Wat Tyler iii. ii, 
My liege, ’twas wisely ordered, to destroy The dunghill 
rabble. 1889 Swinburne Study of Ben Jonson 70 Some 
dunghill gazetteer of this very present day. 

d. Special combs. : dunghill-cock, -fowl, -hen, 
common barndoor fowls, as distinguished from the 
game-cock, etc. ; so dunghill craven. 

2580 G, Harvey 3 proper wittie Lett. 29 [There are] Asses 
in Lions skins; *dunglecocks. 2774 Goldsm. Nat. Hist . 
(1776) V. 263 The game-cock being by no means so fruitful 
as the ungenerous dunghill-cock. 1712 Shaftesb. C/tarac. 
(1737) III. 218 The difference . . between the game-cock, 
and the *dunghill-craven. 2796 Morse Amer. Geog. I. 222 
A few *dung-hill fowls were also found on these islands. 
2621 Cotgr., Vne poule de pailler, a *dunghill henne, a 
henne thats fed at the barne doore. 

Hence (chiefly nonce-wds .) BirngMll v. trails. % 
to make up into a dunghill ; in quot. fig. f Birng- 
hillry, vile condition or practice. Pu/nghilly a., 
like or characteristic of a dunghill ; vile, ignoble, 

1582 Mulcaster Positions xxxix. (1887) 205 Where I see 
nobilitie betraid to donghillrie, and learning to doultrie. 
2632 Massinger & Field Fatal Dowry iv. i, Poor, de- 
generate, dunghilly blood and breeding. 1662 J. Chandler 
Van He Imont's Oriat. 215 It hides part of a stinking or 
Dunghilly ferment under the soureness of the milk, i860 
Alt Year Round No ; 45. 438 Where all the lees of Stamboul 
were dunghilled up into one reeking mass of infamy. 

Bunging (dargii] }, vbl.sb. [f. Dung v. + -ing 1 . 
Cf. Ger. diingungi] The action of the verb Dung, 

1 . The manuring of land ; concr. manure, dung. 

c xooo [see Dung v. i], c 1420 Pallad. on Husb. 1. 238 

Lupyne and ficchis slayn, and on their roote Vpdried, are 
as dongyng, londis boote. 1562 Turner Herbal ir. 74 b, 
Dungyng hurteth Date trees. 1708 J. Chamberlayne St. 
Gt. Brit. 1. 1. iii, (1743) 11 The soil is so rich that it . . will 
bear good Barley for almost 20 years without dunging. 

2 . Dropping of excrement. 

1617 Markham C aval. in. 24 Which you shall know by his 
dunging. 1725 Bradley Fam. Diet. s.v. Pheasant taking. 
If you perceive by their dunging and scraping, that they 
frequent any Place. 1846 J. Baxter Libr. Pract. Agric. 
(ed.4) II. 109 By eating, by treading, by dunging, by staling. 

3 . Calico-printing. The operation of passing 
the cloth through a dung-bath. Also attrib. 

1836 Penny Cycl. VI. 153/2 The dunging is . . one of the 
most important . . processes in calico-printing. 187s lire's 
Did. Arts I. 627 Dunging salts, or liquors, are now made 
by the manufacturing chemist. 

f Bu’ngisli, a. Obs . rare. [f. Dung sb. + 
-ish.] Of the nature of dung ; vile. 

2550 Bale Apol. 46 Dongysh and fylthie tradicions. 1628 
Gaule Prod, The. (1629) 126 No lesse dungish and brutish. 

t Dungleeock. Obs. « Dunghill cock. 

f Du*ngled,///. a. Obs . ? * Dunghilled, thrown 
on a dunghill. 

1606 Warner Alb. Eng. xiv. To Rdr. 332 As if a dungled 
Asse should die. # 

Buug-pot. Now dial. A tub for carrying 
manure, etc., of which a pair is borne by a pack- 
horse; also a low- wheeled cart for the same purpose. 

1388-9 Abingdon Acc. (Camden) 58, Ij wylpottis. .j dung- 
pot. 2552 Huloet, Dunge cart or aunge potte made of 
wickers, scirpea. 2575 -6 Ad 28 Eliz. c. 10. § 1 Everye person 
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. .shalbe charged to finde . . one Carte . . Tumbrell, Dounge 
Pott or Courte. .for. .repayringe of the Highe wayes, c 1710 
C Fiennes Diary (1888) 171 A horse w« h draws a sort of 
carriage, the wheeles like a Dung-pott. 1881 in Isle of 
Wight Gloss . 1888 in Elworthy W. Somerset Word-bk. 

Dungy (dff'iji). [f* Dung sb. + -y L] 

L Oi the nature of dung ; abounding in dung. 
1606 Shaks. A fit. Sr Cl. 1. i. 35 Our dungie earth alike 
Feeds Beast as Man. 1675 Evelyn Terra U729) 21 The 
best dungy compost. 

2 . Foul or filthy as dung ; vile, defiling. 

£•1430 Pilgr. Lyf Manhode m. xlvii. (1869) 160, I am 
foule . .stinkinge and dungy. 1599 Marston Sco , Villanie , 
To Detraction 163 My mind disdaines the dungy muddy 
scum Of abiect thoughts, i6ti Bible Dent. xxix. 17 Their 
idols [marg. dungy gods], wood and stone, i860 Pusey 
Min. Proph. Hosea ix. 10 Scripture gives disgraceful names 
to the idols (as abominations, nothings, dungy things). 

Dunlte (dimwit). Min. (See quot. 1879.) 

3868 Dana Min. 258 Dunyte. 1874 Dawkins Ess. v. 137 
The peridot rock of New Zealand known as dunite. 1879 
R utley Study Rocks xiii. 265 Dunite (so named from Dun 
Mountain in New Zealand, which consists in great part of 
this rock and serpentine) is a crystalline-granular aggregate 
of olivine and chromic-iron. 

II Duniwassal (d«*ni , wa*sal) . Also duniwassal, 
-waisle, dunai-, duinnie-wassal, dunniwassel. 
[Gael, duine uasal lit. gentleman, = duine man + 
nasal gentle, noble, well-born.] A (Highland) 
gentleman ; a gentleman of secondary rank, below 
the chief, a yeoman ; a cadet of a family of rank. 

C1563 Lindesay (Pitscottie) Chron. Scot. (18x4) 357 (Jam.) 
The king.. caused many of the great Duny vassalis to shew 
thair holding. 1639 Drumm. of Hawth. Consul. to Par It. 
Wks, (1711) 187 That.. the overseers of ministers, deacons 
and elders, be named duniwassels of the kirk. 1681 Colvil 
Whigs Supplic. (1751) 60 Though some, Sir, of our duni- 
waisles Stood out, Hke Eglinton and Cassils. 1802 Scott 
Bonny Dundee viii, There are wild Duniewassals three 
thousand times three, Will cry hoigh ! for the bonnet o’ 
Bonny Dundee. 1814 — Wav. xvi, His bonnet had a short 
feather, which indicated his claim to be treated as a Duiuhe- 
Wctssell or sort of gentleman. 1884 Times 18 Mar. 7 The 
feathers .. indicated gentility .. the 42nd being duinnie- 
wassals, or small gentry. 

DankadOO (clznjkadz?) [Echoic: from the 
bird’s cry.] Popular name in New England of the 
American bittern (Botaurus mugitans ). 
Dunkard (dzrrjkard). Cf.S. = DunkekL 
1784 J. Brown Hist. Brit. Ch. I. xii. 336 Dunkards, whose 
men and women live in separate communities. 1896 Chr. 
World 21 May 403/1 The Dunkards are to be found in 
twenty of the United States, the total membership being 
about 75,000. Ibid., A Dunkard minister made a speech. 

Bunker 1 (dp rjksi), Tunker (ttf-qksi). [ad. 
Ger. tunker , f. tunken ( dunken ) to dip.] A member 
of a body of German- American Baptists, who 
administer baptism only to adults, and by triple 
immersion. 

They settled in Pennsylvania early in the 18th c., whence 
they spread into Ohio and other states. 

1756 G. Washington Lett. Writ. 1889 I.354 The Dunkers 
(who are all Doctors) entertain the Indians who are wounded 
here. 1785 J. Q. Adams Wks. (1854) IX. 533 The Quakers 
and Moravians, Dunkers, Mennonites, or other worthy 
people in Pennsylvania. 1796 Morse Amer. Geog. I. 281 
The words Tunkers and Tumblers have been corruptly 
written Dunkers and Dumplers. 1858- 60 Gardner P'aiihs 
World I. 770/1 The Dunkers hold that celibacy is not 
binding, .but that it is to be commended as a virtue. 1886 
Blunt Diet Sects 602/1 Settlements were formed by the 
emigr ation of married Tunkers to other parts. 

Bunker corruption of Dunkirk : see next. 
1631 Fitz-Geffray Curse of Com-horders 14 Suffered to 
be a prey to Dunkers abroad, and to as bad at home. 

Dunkirk (dtrnks-ik). Name of a town on the 
coast of French Flanders ; hence, a privateer vessel 
of that town. Also transf. and jig. 

1602 Dekker Satirom. Wks. 1873 1 . 200 lie march through 
thy dunkirkes guts for shooting jestes at me. 1607 Walx- 
ington Opt. Glass 89 Like to roving Dunkirkes, or robbing 
pyrats. « 1625 Fletcher Elder Bro. iv. ii, Quite shot 
through ’tween Wind and Water by a she-Dunkirk. 1629 
Clmrchw. Acc. Kir ton-in- Lindsey in Antiquary (1888) 
Dec. 21 A trawler . . that was taken with Dunlcerkes. 
1888 Athenaeum 17 Mar. 335/1 Of persons robbed on the 
sea by Dunkirks we have several examples [in the Don- 
caster records], 

Du'nkLrker. [f. prec. + -EB 1 .] A privateer 
belonging to Dunkirk, or one of its crew. 

.1603 Crt Sr Times fas. I ( 1849) I. 4 The Dunkirkers 
have been very busy with us of late, and.. took three pinks 
coming from Flushing. 1625 Crt. <$• Times Chas. I. (1848) 
L 5 ° There are brought into Plymouth three long boats full 
of Dunkirkers. 1659 Fuller App. Inj. Innoc. (1840) 373 
ADunkirker, who delights to prey on poor merchants’ ships. 

Dunkle (dzn.jk’1), v. Sc. Also dunekle. [A 
parallel form to Duntle, Dimple : cf. the parallel 
forms crimple , crumple, crinkle , crunkle , dingle, 
dimble. ] irons. To make a dint or pit in ; to dint. 

1822 Galt Sir A. Wylie III. xxxiii. 284 We think his 
harnpan’s surely dunklet. 1830 — Lawrie T. u. i. (1849)42 
Without very deeply dunkling the truth. 

'Dunkle (dtrgk’l), sb. Sc. [Goes with prec. vb.] 
‘ The dint made or cavity produced by a blow, or 
in consequence of a fall’ (Jam.). 

1821 Galt in Black w. Mag. X.6 [It] would have left both 
cloors and dunkles in her character. 

Dunlin (dunlin), [dial, form of dunling, f. 
Dun a. -1- -ling. Cf. dunnock .] The red-backed 
sandpiper ( Tringa alpina or vctriabilis ), a Euro- 
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pean migratory bird, abundant at certain seasons 
on the sea-coast. Also an American species or sub- 
species ( T. pacified). 

1531-2 in Rogers Agric. fy Prices III. 185/r. 1678 Ray 

Willughbys Qrnith. m. xii. 305 The North-Country Dunlin 
..is about the bigness of the Jack-Snipe. 1766 Pennant 
Zool. (1776) II. 471 Dunlin, this species is at once distin- 
guished from the others by the singularity of its colours. 
1877 Besant & Rice Son of Vulc. 1. xiii, A flock of ox- 
birds, or dunlins, digging out the juicy slugs from the mud. 

Dunnage (d^medg), sb. Naut. [In 17th c. 
dynnage, dinnage : origin unascertained. 

Cf. Du. dun, LG. dun thin, dwtne iuoige brushwood.] 

Light material, as brushwood, mats, and the like, 
stowed among and beneath the cargo of a vessel to 
keep it from injury by chafing or wet ; any lighter 
or less valuable articles of the cargo used for the 
same purpose. 

1623 Whit bourne Newfoundland 75 Mats and dynnage 
vnder the Salt, and Salt Shouels.^ 1755 Magens Insurances 
II. 101 To take Care of the requisite Dunnage and Bavins 
at the Bottom. 1840 R. H. Dana Bef Mast xxix. 98 We 
covered the bottom of the hold .. with dried brush, for dun- 
nage. 1863 Reade Hard Cash I. 198 He had stowed his 
dunnage, many hundred bundles of light flexible canes 
from Sumatra and Malacca, 

attrib . c 1850 Rndim. Navig. (We ale) 116 Dunnage bat- 
tens, pieces of oak or fir, about two inches square, nailed 
athwart the flat of the orlop, to prevent wet from damaging 
the cables, and to admit air. i860 Merc . Marine Mag. 
VII. 73 Dunnage wood 26^. per 100 pieces. 1867 Smyth 
Sailor's Word-bk., Dunnage gratings , express gratings 
placed on a steamer’s deck to place cargo upon, serving as 
dunnage. 1893 Westm. Gaz. 1 Feb. 4/2 They store there 
the dunnage mats used for the cargo. [When guano was 
shipped in bulk at the Chincha Islands, the hold was lined 
with guano in bags, called dunnage-bags, to protect the rest 
and for better packing; so with various other commodities.] 
Loosely used for miscellaneous baggage ; slangy 
a sailor’s or tramp’s clothes. 

1851 Mayhew Lond. Lab. (1861) I. 262. 1873 Slang 

Diet., Dunnage , baggage, clothes. 1885 C. A. Neid6 
Cruise of Aurora 105 (Cent.) Some of the dunnage and 
the tent would need to be dried before being packed. 

1 887 Pall Mall G. 9 Apr. 2/1 The other dunnage was a 
curious mixture of odds and ends, such as a sextant, a little 
mahogany sea chest, strings of candles, bread bags, rusty 
scissors, knives, forks, and spoons. 

IB IT image, V. Naut. [f. prec. sb.] tram. To 
stow or secure with dunnage. Also intr. ior refi. 

c i860 H. Stuart Seaman's Catcch. 63 Dunnage as high 
as the kelson . . to prevent water getting to the casks. 1865 
J. Lees Laws Brit. Shipping (ed. 9) 190 The vessel must 
also be properly dunnaged in the bottom and at the sides of 
the hold, m order to raise up the loading. 1867 Smyth 
Sailor's Word-bk. s.v., A vessel dunnages below the dry 
cargo to keep it from bilge- water. 1884 American VIII, 
382 Vessels fraudulently ‘dunnaged’ for the purpose of 
reducing their tonnage. 

t Birnned, ppl- a. Obs. [f. Dun vd + -ed b] 
Made dun ; of a dark or dusky colour : = Dun a. 1. 

c 1440 Prorrzp. Pare. 135/1 Dunnyd of coloure, subruger. 
1530 Palsgr. 311/r Dunde gray as a horse is. 1542 Rich- 
mond. Wills (Surtees) 37 One great donnyed cow. 1643 
St Trials, Essex Witches (R.), That the impe, which the 
said Joyce Boanes sent was a dun’d one like unto a mouse. 

Dnnuer (dzntoi), sbd Sc. Also (Hinder. [Be- 
longs to Dunne Li v.] A resounding or reverbera- 
ting noise ; a blow causing vibration. 

1780 J. Mayne Siller Gun 11, 127 But a’ this time, wi’ 
mony a dunder [ = dunner], Auld guns were brattling aff 
like thunder [ = thunner]. 1789 Davidson Seasons 18 (Jam.) 
His Maggy on his mind Did sometimes gie a dunner. 1850 
J. Struthers Poet . Wks . I. Autobiog. 129 The dunner of 
the engine, .has ceased. 

Dunner, sbfi [f. Dun z /.3 + -er L] One who 
duns or importunes another, esp. for money due ; 
a dun. 

<21700 B. E. Diet. Cant . Crew, Dunner, a Sollicitor for 
Debts, 1712 Steele Sped. No. 454 f 5 [They] serve the 
Owners in getting them Customers, as their common Dunners 
do in making them pay. 1822 T. Thomas To Occupiers of 
Land 14 A fine till'd wheaten Field That Owner will from 
Debts and Dunner shield. 

Dunner, V. Sc. [perh. in origin freq. of Dun 
vf ; but with onomatopoeic associations.] intr. To 
make a reverberating noise, to resound ; to fall or 
strike with vibration and reverberating noise. 

1802 in Sibbald Chron. Sc. Poetry Gloss. 1819 W. Ten- 
nant Papistry Storm'd (1827) 180 As down he dunner’d on 
the ground. 1820 Edin. Mag. June 533 (Jam.) It gard the 
divots stour aff the house riggins and every caber dunner. 

Dunness (dz?-nines). [f. Dun a. + -ness.] The 
quality of being dun ; duskiness, dinginess. 

1610 Markham Masterp. 1. Ixvi. 140 When Baynesse 
turnes to dunnesse, blackes to duskishnes. 1616 Surfl. & 
Markh. Country P'arfne 205 Spots or dunnesse of the 
skinne. 1848 Lytton Harold v. vii, The dunness of the 
clouds. 

t Dunning, vbl. sb." 1 : see Dun 
D unning (dznmj), vbl. sbf [f. Dun t>. 3 ] The 
action of importuning for debt, etc. 

1714 Manheville Fob. Bees (1725) I. 246 Without taking 
notice of their dunning. 1726 Amherst Terrse Fil. xxxiii. 
17 6 The continual dunnings and insolent menaces of their 
creditors, 1753 Scots Mag. XV, 36/2 The importunate 
dunnings of a gamester. 

Dunning (of codfish) : see Dun zl 1 i b. 
Du*nning, ppl. a. [f. Dun w.s + -ing A] That 
duns, or importunes for debt. etc. 

1816 ‘ Quiz ^ Grand Master v. 116 Surrounded by these 


dunning devils. 1848 Thackeray Van. Fair xlviii, Madame 
Bobinot is writing dunning letters for the money. 

DuuuisUl (dzrnij), a. [f. Dun a. p-lsh.] Some- 
what dun or dusky ; inclining to a dun colour. 

1551 Turner Herbal 1. G iij, The sede is donnysh blak. 
1676 Lond. Gaz. No. 1 134/4 A dunish gray Mare. 1753 
Stef van's Trial App. 27 Dressed in a dunnxsh-coloured 
great coat. 

Dtumock (dtrnpk). Also 5 donek, dunoke, 
7 dunneck, 9 dinnick (sense 2). [app. f. Dun a. 
+ -OCK dim. suffix; from the dusky brown colour 
of the plumage. Cf. dunlm.\ 

1 . The hedge-sparrow or hedge- warbler ( Accentor 
modularis). 

c 1475 Piet. Voc. in Wr.-Wiilcker 761/38 Hec lonefa, a 
donek. 1483 Cat It. AngL 111/1 A Dunoke. . curuca . x6xz 
Cotgr., Vent on, a Dunneck, Dike-smowler, Hedge-spar- 
row. 1824 Forster Perenn. Calend. in Hone Every-day 
Bk. II. 1 19 The dingie dunnock, and the swart colemouse. 
1847 E. Bronte Wuthering Heights iv. (D.), Hareton has 
been cast out like an unfledged dunnock. 

2 . (form dinnick ) Applied in Devonshire to the 
Wryneck {Jynx torquilla). 

1863 Q. Rev. July 245 Either the cuckoo or the cuckoo’s 
servant, the dinnick, as it is called in Devonshire. _ 1885 
Swainson Prov. Names Birds 104 Wryneck ..Dinnick 
(Devon). From its brown plumage. 

Bunny (d#*ni), ad [f. Dun a. + -y.] Some- 
what dun or dusky brown. 

£2x529 Skelton El. Rummyng 400 I were skynnes of 
conny, That causeth I loke so donny. 1620 W. Folking- 
ham Art of Survey 1. x. 28 Lime made of a dunny gray 
stone. 1715 Lancaster 16 Jan. in Ballard MSS. xxu 59 
Paper of the same Dunny Colour. 

Birnny, (sb.) dial, [possibly f. Dun v . 1 ; 
and if so, meaning originally £ having a ringing or 
resonance in the ears’; cf. also dunck adj..] Dull 
of hearing, deaf ; dull of apprehension, stupid. 

1708 Kersey, Dunny , somewhat deaf, deafish. 1775 Mrs. 
Delany Life § Corr. Ser. u. II. 97 My eyesight grew dim- 
mer, my ears more dunny. a 179s Grose Olio (1796) 205 
What the devil are you dunny? won’t you give me no an- 
swer? 2826 Scott Woodst. iii, My old Dame Joan is some- 
thing dunny. 1882-8 [In Dialect Glossaries of Berkshire, 
Worcestersh., etc.]. 

f B. sb. A stupid fellow ; a dunce. Obs. 

1709 Brit Apollo II. No. 29. 3/2 Should a School-boy do 
so, he’d be whip’d for a Dunny. 

Hence Du*nnily, Bwnuiness. 

1731 Bailey, Dunnily , deafishly. Dunniness , deafishness. 

Bunpickle : see Dun a. 3 c. 

Duns, dunse, etc., obs. forms of Dunce, etc. 

f Dunship. Obs. nonce-wd. [f. Dun sbd + 
-ship.] As a humorous title, referring to the say- 
ing ‘Dun is in the mire* : see Dun sb. 1 5. 

1678 Butler Hud. hi. iii. no Ralph himself, your trusty 
Squire, Wh’ has drag’d your Dunship out o’ th’ Mire. 

BuustaM©' (dzrnslab’l), a. and sb. [The name 
of a town in Bedfordshire.] 

f 1 . a. attrib. in phr. Dunstable way, app. 
referring originally to the road from London 
(Edgware Road) to Dunstable, a part of the 
ancient Roman Road called Watling Street, notable 
for its long stretches in direct line, and for its 
general evenness ; used proverbially as a type of 
directness and plainness. Obs. 

1549 Latimer 2nd Serm. bef. Edw. VI (Arb.) 56 Some .. 
that walkedin the kynges highe wave ordinarilye,vprightlye, 
playne Dunstable waye. 1596 Harington Metam. Ajax 
(1814) 122 Indeed for the device, I grant it as plain as Dun- 
stable highway, a 1661 Fuller Worthies, Prov. Bedfordsh. I. 
(1662) 114 As plain as Dunstable Road. It is applied to things 
plain and simple, without welt or guard to adorn them, as 
also to matters easie and obvious to be found, without any 
difficulty or direction. 1719 D’Urfey Pills VI. 132 ’Tis of 
the making of Dunstable way, Plain without turning. 1744 
Warburton Rem. Sev. Occas. Reft. 128, I would advise 
him to return again as fast as he can into the old Dunstable 
Road of Moses and a future State for ever. 

[Cf. also the following : 16x1 B. Jonson Introd. Verses 
to Coryafs Crudities , Here up the Al^es (not so plaine as 
to Dunstable) Hee’s carried like a cripple. 1614 W. B. 
Philosopher's Banquet (ed. 2) A ij b, Whilst pathes vntraced 
former steps vntroad, Become as Dunstable, more worne, 
more broad.] 

tb. Hence as adj. : Direct, straightforward, plain, 
downright. (Often preceded by plain, downright .) 

1589 Nashe Almond for Parrat 19 a, A good old dunstable 
doctor here in London. 1598 Florio, Caridna, plainly, 
dunstable way, homelie fashion. 1607 R. C. tr. Estienne's 
World of Wonders 21 Men who vsed old and ancient 
simplicity, and were (as a man would say) plaine Dun- 
stable. 1672 Eachard Hobbs's State Nat. (1705) 11 The 
old plain Dunstable stuff that commonly occurs in those 
that have treated of Policy and Morality. 1754 Richard- 
son Grandison (1812) VI. 177 (D.) Your uncle is an odd, 
but a very honest, Dunstable soul. 1817 Scott Lett 17 
Mar. (1894) I. 422 Now Morritt (who is ‘ Downright Dun- 
stable’) would not have let this sentence slip him. 

J* C- as sb. in phr. Plain (or downright?) Dun* 
stable : plain speaking or language. Obs. 

1597 Breton Miseries of Mavilla, Plaine Dunstable Is 
the high way, and yet there are many holes in it. 1737 
Bracken Farriery Impr. (1757) II. 87 Their Fore-fathers 

.. lov’d plain downright Du hi— ., T I T. 

C&m»J!li8n)l. xxxii. 239 That’s the plain dunstable of the 
matter, Miss I 1824 Scott Redgauntlet ch. xvii. If this is 
not plain speaking, there is no such place as downright 
Dunstable in being I 
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2 . attrib. Applied to a kind of straw plait made 
at Dunstable, or to the method of plaiting it. Hence 
ellipt. as sb. (Formerly also a straw bonnet.) 

2849 Longf. Kavanagh (1851) 424 A milliner, who sold 
4 Dunstable and eleven-braid, open-work and coloured 
straws *. 1851 Ojfic. Catal. Gt. Ex Mb. H. 377 Plait straw is 
the straw of the wheat . . grown on dry chalky lands, such 
as those about Dunstable . . ‘ Whole Dunstable \ signifies 
that the plait is formed of seven entire straws, and 4 patent 
Dunstable that it consists of fourteen split straws. Ibid. 
581 A coarser kind of material than the Dunstable, 
t Btraster (dzrnstoi ). Obs. A woollen cloth, so 
called from a small town in West Somersetshire. 

1601 Act 43 Eliz. c. 10 Preamb., Dunster Cotton hereafter 
shalbe by this presente Acte intended and taken to be of like 
weighte, length e, and breadth as Taunton and Bridgewater 
Cloth. 1607 Act 4 Jas. I, c. 2 Dunsters made in the Western© 
parts of Somersetshire. 1887 Rogers Agric. <$* Prices V. 95. 
+ Dirnstery. Obs. [var. of dunsery , Duncery.] 
2616 S. Ward Coal from A Har (1627) 50 The dunstery of 
the Monkes made Erasmus studious, 
t Biraistical, a. Obs. [var, of Duncical.] 
3563-87 Foxe A, M. (1596) 47/2 All those decretall 
letters, nothing sauouring of that age, but rather of the 
latter dunsticall times, that followed. 2582 J. Bf.ll H ad- 
don's Answ. Osor. Aij b, As Sophisters use to argue of 
moates in the Sunne in their triflyng and Dunsticall 
Schooled. 1674 S. Vincent Gallant's Acad. 8 Those silly 
and ridiculous Fashions, which the Old dunstical world 
wore, even out at Elbows. 

Hence Dirnstically adv. 

2612 A. Stafford Niohe 11. 395 (T., s.v. Dunce), One speaks 
fluently, but writes dunsticallie. 

Bnnstone V d0-Djst<? u n). Mining and GeoL [f. 
Dun a. ; cf. also dun-courses , dun-row, s.v. Dun a . 
3c.] Stone of a dun or dull brown colour; 
applied locally to different sedimentary rocks, as 
magnesian limestone, ironstone, sandstone, and 
sometimes to igneous rocks, such as dolerite. 

*777 G, Forster Voy. round World I. 20 A few .. of the 
kind which the Derbyshire miners call dunstone. 2807 
Vancouver Agric . Devon (1813) 19 The soil generally con- 
sists of a hazel-coloured loam, or free dunstone. 1870 R. S. 
Hawker Prose Wks. (1893) 1 One wide, wild stretch of 
rocky moorland, broken with masses of dunstone. 1887 H. 
B. Woodward GeoL Eng. fy Wales (ed. a) 577 Dolerites are 
exposed west of St, Austell . . In places they are called 
‘Dunstones \ 

Bunt (dent), sb ." 1 Sc. and dial. Also 5-6 dount. 
[app. a phonetic variant of Dint sb perh. modified 
to express the duller sound implied. Cf, also Sw. 
dial, dunt in same sense. (In early ME. dunt [it) 
is merely a southern spelling of dynt, Dint.)] 

1 . A firm but dull-sounding blow or stroke, 

c 1420 Ckron. Vilod. 183 W* 1 omjt ony stroke, dount, or 
wound. 1533 Douglas Mneis xi. xvii. 60 Full hastely doun 
swakkis, dunt for dunt. 2535 Stewart Cron. Scot. II. 
572 All with ane dunt the dur sone vp tha dang, c 1690 
Roxb . Ball. (1888) VI. 6 x 6 And double dunts upon their 
rumps, the lads began to fa’ then. 1788 Burns Naebody 
22 I'll tak dunts frae nae-body. 

b. A wound produced by such a blow. 
i 885 Stevenson Kidnapped vii. 56 My visitor., set himself 
to wash and dress the wound upon my scalp. 4 Ay \ said 
he, ‘a sore dunt’. 2894 Crockett Raiders (ed. 3) 279 Wi’ 
a three-cornered dunt on his broo. 

e. A beat or palpitation of the heart. 

2768 Ross Helenore 62 (Jam.) Dunt for dunt, her heart 
began to beat. 2789 Davidson Seasons 52 (Jam.) Ilk rowt 
the twa gave thwart the burn Cam o’er her heart a dunt. 

2 . Dunt-about , a person or thing knocked about, 
ill-used, or mad e a convenience of. 

2825-80 in Jamieson. 2892 Northumbld. Gloss., s.v., 4 Aye, 
poor thing, she’s a fair dunt-aboot.' 

Bunt, a. and sb . 2 dial, [perh. f. root of Dun 
v . 2 : cf. dunch, dunnyi] 

A. adj. Stupid, dizzy, or giddy, from an affection 
of the brain : said especially of sheep or calves. 

1787 Grose Provinc.Gloss,, Dunt, stupified, numbed. Norf 
..A aunt sheep, one that mopes about, from a disorder in his 
head. 2794 Vancouver Agric. Surv. Cambr. 33 Dying dunt 
(as the shepherds term it) that is dizzy, a 2825 Forby Voc. E. 
Anglia, Dunt , stupid ; or dizzy. A dizzy calf with water in 
the head is said to be dunt. 1893 2 incke Wkerstead 276 
Dunt [in East Anglia, means] chronically stupid from some 
affection or lesion of the brain. 

B. sb. The gid or sturdy, in sheep, etc. 

1784 Young Ann. Agric. II. 436 Dunt, a. distemper [in 
sheep] caused by a bladder of water gathering in the head ; 
no cure. 2822-34 Good Study Med. (ed. 4) I. 355 The 
staggering or vertiginous disease which is provincially 
known by the name of dunt. 

Bunt (dzmt), vf Sc. and dial. [f. Dunt sbA , or 
variant of Dint v. (sense 1) : cf. also Sw. dial. 
dunta to strike, shake.] 

1 . trans. To knock with a dull sound, as with 
the fist in the back or ribs. Also absol. or intr. 

# 1570 Henry's Wallace x. 285 Duschyt in dros, duntit [MS. 
in gloss, dewyt] with speris dynt. <r 1610 Sir J. Melvil 
Mem. (173s) 393 The dunting of Mells and Hammers. 2789 
Davidson Seasons 59 (Jam.) The pliant foot . . Dunting, 
oppressive, on the verdant path. 1806 Jamieson's Pop. 
Ball. I. 304 (Jam) He dunted o’ the kist, the buirds did 
flee. 2895 Crockett Men of Mosshags 38 The sound of my 
mother’s roHeh. r 'dutit dunting* on the dough. Mod. Sc. 
It’s too good a hat to be dunted about every day. 

b. To dunt out : to drive out by knocking; to 
thresh or beat out. Also fig. 

2768 Ross Helenore 215 (Jam.) Ae thing I’d hae dunted 
out. 2823 Galt R . Gilkaize II. 220 (Jam.) Fearing the 


wrathful ram might dunt out the bowels, or the brains . . of 
the young cavalier. 2871 W. Alexander Johnny Gibb 
xiii. (18731 81 J ohnny’s principle of action, as regarded dif- 
ferences between himself and others, was always to ‘dunt it 
oot * as he went along. 

2 . intr. Of the neart : To beat violently. 

1724 Ramsay Evergreen (1824) II. 17 Neir dunt again 
within my Breist. 1795 Burns To Mitchell it "While 
my heart wi’ life-blood dunted. 2801 Macneill Poet. Wks. 
(1844) iix His proud heart it dunted. 

Dunt, vP dial. [Belongs to Dunt al} . trans. 
To drive stupid ; to deafen or stun with noise. 

1787 Grose Provinc. Gloss, s.v., How you dunt me, saying 
of a mother to a crying child, a 2825 Forby Voc. E. Anglia, 
Dunt, to stupify. 

Dunt, early ME. form of Dint. 

Bunter (dzmte-i). local. [In sense 1 prob,, in 
2 certainly, f. Dunt v L] 

1 . A local name of the eider-duck (app. originally 
in Orkney and Shetland). Also duntergoose, -duck. 

2693 J* Wallace Orkney 16 Plenty both of wild and tame 
fowls. .Dunter-Goose, Claik-Goose. 1768 Wales in Phil. 
Trans. LX. 126 There are various sorts of the geese, as 
..the brant, the dunter. .The gander of the dunterkind is 
. .one of the most beautiful feathered birds that I have ever 
seen. 2866 Crichton Nat. Rambles Orcades 97 We could dis- 
tinguish one eider duck or dunter, as they are here termed. 

2 . A porpoise \JSIorthumbld. and south Scot Id.). 

2825 in Jamieson. 1825 in Brockett N. C. Gloss. 

+ Buntibour. Sc. Obs. Also dont-, dount-, 
duntebor. [Derivation uncertain.] ? A lady of 
the bed-chamber. 

2538 Lyndesay Supplic. agst. Syde Taillis 176 Quod 
Lindesay in contempt of the syde_ taillis, That duddrounis 
& duntibouris throu )>o dubbis traillis. a 1572 Knox Hist. 
Ref. iv. (2644) 307 The old Duntebors, and others that had 
long served in the Court, and hoped to have no remission 
of sins, but by vertue of the Masse. Ibid. 363 Certain 
Duntiberis, and others of the French Mensie. Ibid., Ma- 
dame Baylie, Mistris to the Queens Doumibures (for maids 
that Court would not then well bear). 

Built le (darnt’l), v. dial. [perh. dim. and freq. 
of Dunt v. : but see also Dunkle.] trans. To 
knock ; to dent with a blow. 

1852 R. S. Surtees Sponge's Sp. Tour xxvii. 167 It was 
between these places that I got my head duntled into my 
hat. 2857 Kingsley Two Y. Ago Introd. (18791 6 His cap 
is duntled in : his back bears fresh stains of peat 

j| Buo (die‘o). Mus. [It. duo duet, a. L. duo 
two.] A duet. 

2590 T. Whithorne (title) His Songs for 2 voyces, of the 
which some be plaine and easie. .the rest of these Duos be 
made for those that be more perfect in Singing or Playing. 
2665 Pepys Diary 15 Oct., Tried to compose a duo of 
counter point, 1781 J. Moore View Soc. It. (1795) I. 189 
A Duo performed by an old inan and a young woman. 2880 
Grove's Did. Mus. I. 468 Some writers use the form 4 Duet * 
for vocal, and 4 Duo’ for instrumental compositions; this 
distinction, however, is by no means universally adopted. 

transf. and fig. 1802 Marian Moore Lascelles 1 . 232 She 
usually had a female friend staying with her, to interrupt 
these tedious duo’s. 2872 Geo. E liot M iddlem. x, The talk- 
ing was done in duos and trios more or less inharmonious. 

Buo-, L. duo«mGv. dvo (dyo ), 1 two as an initial 
element, forms composite numbers. It is sometimes 
improperly used to form other modem compounds 
where Bi- (or in Greek words Di-) is the proper 
formative; e.g. 

Duoca*meral = bicameral ; Duoce'ntenary = bicente- 
nary or ducentenary ; Dn'oglott=diglott ; Duoli'teral— 
biliteral; Duo ‘pedal bipedal. 

2828 W ebster cites Stuart for Duoliteral. 2850 (iitle)Tho 
Duoglott Bible comprising the Holy Scriptures in the 
Welsh and English Languages. 2859 Sala Gas-light <$■ D. 
xxviii. 31S Forced to assume the duopedal attitude by the 
cudgel of his master. 2879 Sat. Rev. 4 Oct. 412/1 Duocente- 
naries, ter-centenaries, and quin-centenaries have all lately 
taken place. 1894 Daily Graphic 19 Mar. 7/3 It has helped 
to illustrate, .the utility of the Duocameral system. 2894 
Daily Tel. 23 Aug. 4/7 Many thousands of the ‘duoglot 1 
babies have been reduced by a stroke of his autocratic pen 
to 4 monoglots 

Duode*cad, -ade. [ad. late L. duodecas the 
number twelve : cf. Decade.] A group of twelve ; 
a period of twelve years ; j* Dodecade. 

2621 Bp. Mountagu Diatribae 1. 258 Ogdoades, Duode- 
cads, Triacontads . . and all the iEones, blasphemous specu- 
lations [of the Gnostics]. 1866 Contemp. Rev. III. 57 The 
changes necessitated by a duodecade of eventful years. 

Duode-eagon, >he*dron = Dodecagon, -he- 
dron. Duodecaliedral a. = Dodecahedral. 

a 1696 Scarburgh Euclid (1705) 173 From the bisection 
of an Hexagonal Arch, may be inscribed.. a Duodecagon. 
1828 Webster, Duodecakedral , Duodecahedron. 

Duodeeane : see Duodecyl. 

Duodeceunial (diw^jdise’mal), a. [f. L. duo- 
decennium period of twelve years, f. duodec-im 
twelve + annus year : see -al.] Of twelve years. 

1656 in Blount Glossogr. 1865 Morning Star 22 Apr., 
The next duodecennial period commences next July. 

Buodecim-, L. duodecim twelve, an initial 
element in some recent technical terms : 

Duodeci*mfid a. [L. -Jidus cleft], divided into twelve 
parts or segments (Webster, 1828); Dnodeci'mlobate a. 
[Gr. Aopos lobe], divided into twelve lobes (Syd. Soc. Lex. 
2883). 

Duodecimal (di«|t?de*simal), a. and sb. [f. 
L. duodecimals twelfth, f. duodecim twelve: 
see -al. Cf. F. duodecimal (1801 Hauy).] 


A. adj. Relating to twelfth parts or to the 
number twelve ; proceeding by twelves. 

1727 J. Jordaine [title] Duodecimal Arilhmetick and 
Mensuration improved. 1749 F. Smith Voy. Disc. II. 56 
A duodecimal Progression. 2857 Sat. Rev. III. 448/1 A 
strictly duodecimal coinage. 

B. sb. pi. Duodecimals, a method of multi- 
plying together quantities denoting lengths given 
in feet, inches, twelfths of an inch, etc., without 
reducing them to one denomination ; also called 
cross-multiplication. 

The method is essentially that of long multiplication, but 
in the duodecimal scale instead of the decimal. The suc- 
cessive terms of the result denote square feet, twelfths 
of a square foot, square inches, etc. 

1714 S. Cunn [title) A new and complete Treatise of the 
Doctrine of Fractions, .with an Epitome of Duodecimals. 
2802 P. Barlow (title) On the Method of Transforming 
a Number from one Scale of Notation to another, and its 
Application to the rule of Duodecimals. 2839 Barn. Smith 
Arith. f Algebra (ed. 6) 267 This method is styled Cross 
Multiplication or Duodecimals, and it is generally employed 
by painters, bricklayers, &c., in measuring work. 

H ence Duode cimally adv. 

1847 Craig, Duodecimally, by duodecimals. 

Duode-cimary, a. [f. L. duodecim twelve; 
see -ary.] Having twelve parts or sections. 

2837 Fraser's Mag. XV. 27 In the course of onemonth, by 
the mere disposal of cards, divided into twelve compart- 
ments, as tickets for so many lessons, he pocketed about 
fifty pounds. .[He] only desired that they would take his 
duodecimary cards, and pay for them. 

II Duodecimo (diz/^de-simo). [L. (in) duo- 
decimo in a twelfth </<:. of a sheet), abl. of duo- 
decimus twelfth.] 

L The size of a book, or of the page of a book, 
in which each leaf is one-twelfth ot a whole sheet: 
usually abbreviated i2mo. 

1658 Phillips s. v., A book is said to be in Duodecimo , 
when it is of twelve leaves in a sheet. 2688 Catalogue 
Librorum . .per Benj. Walford 137 English Miscellanies in 
Octavo and Duodecimo. 1759 Dilworth Pope 47 His mis- 
cellanies in duodecimo. 2837-9 Ha llam Hist. Lit. (1847) 
1 . 451 The book is in duodecimo, and contains but eighty- 
five pages. 1878 Browning Poets Croisic 56 Some fifty 
leaves in duodecimo. 

fig . 1832 E. hid. Sketch Bk.l. 49 Mrs. Erskine was a 
beauty in duodecimo. 

2 . A book or volume of this size. 

1712 Addison Sped. No. 529 r 1 The Author of a Duo- 
decimo. 2807 Director II. 348 Some of the duodecimos of 
our circulating libraries. 1851 Carlyle Sterling m, iii, 
(1872) 290 A tiny duodecimo without name attached. 
fig. a 2839 Praed Poems (1864) I. 282 Those delicious 
things, Which constitute Love’s joys and woes In pretty 
duodecimos. 

3 . attrib. or adj. 

2781 W. Mason Let. 29 Mar. in Walpole's Lett. (1858) 
VIII. 28 note, A hundred duodecimo pages. 2791 Boswell 
Johnson an. 2750, It was published in six duodecimo 
volumes. 1824 L. Murray Eng. Gram. I. Pref. 3 The last 
Duodecimo edition of bis Grammar. 1837-9 Hallam Hist. 
Lit. I. iii. 1. § 248 The duodecimo division of the sheet. 
1850 W. Irving Goldsmith xxx. 296 An abridgement in one 
volume duodecimo. 

b. fig. Applied to a person or thing of minute 
or diminutive size. 

2777 Sheridan Sch. Scand. n. n, Lady Betty, .was taking 
the dust in Hyde Park, in a sort of duodecimo phaeton. 
1833 New Monthly. Mag. XXXVII. 46 All the little mon- 
archies and duodecimo princedoms. 2860 A ll Year Round 
No. 38. 283 He bent, and bowed, and touched his heart 
with his hand, like a little duodecimo Lord Chesterfield. 
Duode'euple, a. [f. L. duodecim twelve, after 
Decuple.] Twelvefold. 

2727 Arbuthnot Coins (J.), To establish the duodecuple 
proportion. 

Duo&ecyl (cliz/:|^‘d/sil). Chew. [f. L. duodecim 
twelve + -yl.] The twelfth member of the series 
of hydrocarbon radicals having the formula 
C»H, n4 -i; the monatomic alcohol radical C 12 H 26 . 
Used attrib. in duodecyl chloride, compound, hy- 
dride. So Dno decane, Dnode'cylene, the paraffin 
and olefine of this series. Also Dodecyl, Dodecane , 
etc. 

2872 Watts Diet. Chem. VI, Duodecyl compounds .. 
Duodecane or Duodecyl Hydride C12 Ha*?, is one of the 
constituents of American petroleum . . Duodecyl chloride, 
C12 H25 Cl, is a faintly yellowish, nearly inodorous liquid.. 
Duodecylene, C12 H24, is one of the hydrocarbons obtained 
by Warren and Storer by destructive distillation of the 
lime-soap of Menhaden oil ; also from. Rangoon tar. 

Buodenal (di£ t <?dfnal), aP [ad. mod. L, duo- 
denalis , f. duodenum : see below ; cf. F. duodtnaV\ 
Pertaining or relating to the duodenum. 

2843 J. G. Wilkinson Swedenborg's Anini. Kingd. I. v. 
249 The duodenal artery. 1870 Rolleston Anim. Life 15 
In the concavity of the duodenal fold. 

Buode’nal, a . 2 rare . [f. L. duodeni twelve 

each + -al.] Composed of twelve members. 

2827 G. S. Faber Eight Diss. (1845) II. App. v. 275 The 
southern Duodenal Confederacy of the Turseni. Ibid, dm 
Duodenal Federations. . 

Duode*nal, sb. Mus. The symbol of the root 
of a Duodene. 

1874 A.J. Ellis Proc. R. Soc. XXIIT. 20 The duodenal 
will direct the player to the mode of arranging the manual. 

Buodenary (diW|<?drnari), a. and sb. [ad. L. 
duodenarius containing twelve.] 
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A. 1 . Arith. Pertaining to twelve ; pro- 
ceeding by twelves. 

x857 Sat. Rev. III. 448/1 The use of the duodenary divi- 
sion of the shilling. _ 1864 Webster s.v., Duodenary arith- 
metic, that system in which the local value of the figures 
increases in a twelve-fold proportion from right to left, 1890 
Times weekly ed.) 17 Jan. 15/1 The duo-denary system of 
calculation. 

2 . Mus. Relating to duodenes. 

1874 A. J, Ellis in Proc. R. Soc. XXIII. 21 The finger- 
ing., on manuals constructed on the duodenary theory. 

B. sb. t L A period of twelve years. Obs. 

x68i H. More Exp. Dan. 224 In the beginning of the 
Duodenary. 

2 . Mus. A keyboard constructed according to 
duodenes. See A 2. 

1874 A. J. Ellis Jn Proc, R.Soc. 28 The hand would on 
the duodenary, .dip between high digitals to strike octaves 
of low digitals. 

Dirodenate, v. Mus. intr . To modulate by 
duodenes. So Duodena*tion. 

1874 A. J. Ellis Proc. R. Soc. XXIII. 21 If. .a piece in 
fBb duodenated much to the left.. we could play it as Aft. 
Ibid. 19 To consider modulation as taking place by duo- 
denes, and hence consisting of duodenation. 

Duodene (diwulm). Mus. [f. med.L. duo- 
dena a dozen, a group of twelve, f. L. duodenl 
twelve each : cf. late L. centena , etc.] Name given 
by A. J. Ellis to a group of twelve notes having 
certain fixed relations of pitch, in a proposed 
scheme for obtaining exact intonation on a key- 
board instrument. 

1874 A. J. Ellis in Proc. R. Soc. XXIII. 16 A duodene 
v. consists of 12 toues, forming four trines of major Thirds 
arranged in three quaternions of Fifths. 

II Duodenum (di«i<?dfn#in). Anat. In 6 also 
duodene. [med.L. (so called from its length, «• 
duodenum digit 5 rum space of twelve digits, inches, 
or finger’s breadths), f. duodeni twelve each (see 
prec.). Used in Fr, in 1514 (Hatz.-Darm.).] 

The first portion of the small intestine immediately 
below the stomach, commencing at the pylorus, 
and terminating in the jejunum or second portion, 
at the second lumbar vertebra. 

1398 Trevisa Barth . De P. R. v. xlii. (1495) 158 The 
fyrste gutte of the thre subtyll guttes hyghte duodenum, 
for in his lengthe by the mesure of euery man he conteynyth 
twelue ynches. C1400 Lanfranc's Cinirg . 168 J>e first e gutt 
is maad fast to be lower moub, and bis gutt is clepid duo- 
denum., for he is of be lengbe of xij. ynchis. Ibid. 171 
Wiba gutt bat is clepid duodeno. 1594 T. B. La Prhnaud. 
Fr. Acad. n. 349 The first is called Duodene, because of 
the length of it, which is without any folding or turning. 
1699 Phil. Trans. XXI. 237 The greatest part of the Food, 
that is thus broken and concocted, is by the Contraction of 
the Fibres of the Stomack press’d into the Duodenum. 
1767 Gooch Treat. Wounds I. 398 The small intestines . 
consisting of the Duodenum, Jejunum and Ileum. 1878 
T. Bryant Pract. Surg . I. 603 The duodenum is rarely 
ruptured, its position protecting it. 

Hence Buodeni'tis, inflammation of the duo- 
denum ; Duodenostomy [Gr. erro/x a mouth], 
BuoAeuo-tomy [Gr. - ropua cutting] : see quols. 

1854-67 C. A. Harris Diet. Med. Terminol., Duodenitis. 
1866 Flint Prhtc. Med. (1880) 450 Duodenitis, .separately, 
or in connection with gastritis and enteritis. 1883 Syd. 
Soc. Lex., Duodenostomy, the opening of the duodenum 
through the abdominal walls, and its attachment to them 
so as to make an artificial mouth or entrance for food, as in 
cancer of the pylorus. Ibid. Duodenotomy, the opening of 
the duodenum through the abdominal parietes, as in 
cancer of the pylorus, to introduce nutriment. 

Duodra*ina. [ad. It. duodramma ( = F. duo- 
drame\ f. L. or It. duo + Drama.] ( A dramatic 
piece for two performers only : cf. Duologue. 

In recent Diets. 

Duologue (diw^Vg). [irreg. f. L. duo or Gr. 
Svo (dyo~) two, after monologue.'] A conversation 
between two persons, a dialogue ; spec, a dramatic 
piece spoken by two actors. Also atlrib. 

1864 Home News 19 Dec. 21/1 The dramatic monopolists 
. .are now taking steps to stop a ‘ dualogue entertainment ' 
at Weston's Music Hail. 1865 Miss Braddon Sir Jasper 
v, [He] was fain to let the conversation lapse almost into a 
duologue between his daughter and his guest, 1894 Athen- 
aeum 3 Mar. 288/1 ‘ Fashionable Intelligence', an original 
duologue . , is promised at the Court Theatre. 
Duomachy fdi&ip*makih nonce-wd, [irreg. f. 
L. duo or Gr. 8io two 4 - -fxaxia fighting.] A fight 
of two ; single combat. 

1885 R, F. Burton in Academy Aug. 69/1 To run away. . 
rather than engage in a Waki’ al-isnayn or duomachy. 

!l Duomo (dwomt?). Also 6-8 domo. [It. 
duomo, do no cathedral : see Dome sb.] 

1 . A cathedral church (in Italy): cf. Dom. 2 
*549 Thomas H 1 st. I. talie 188 b, The Domo of Myllaine. 
1644 Evelyn Diary 19 Oct., The Duomo, or Cathedral 
r* *s a superb structure. 1672 Crowne Chas. VIII, v. 
Dram,. Wks. (1873) L 214 The Duchess, Sir! Bleeding 
and faint is from the Domo led. 1855 Tennyson Daisy 46 
In bright vignettes. .Of tower or duomo, sunny-sweet. 
Ajttrtb. 1851 Mrs, Browning Casa Guidi IVindoivs 94 
We chased the Archbishop from the duomo door. 1856 — 
Aur. Leigh vm. 44 The duomo-beil Strikes ten. 

1 2 . = Dome 5 a, Obs. 

1693 Salmon Bate's Dispens. (1713I 94/1 Open the Cover 
to the Duomo, and increase the Fire more and more. 

1 ' Duo'poliae, v. Obs. nonce-wd. [f. L. duo or 
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Gk. Sbo two, after monopolize .] tram. To engross 
between two. 

1659 Gauden Tears o/Ch. 440 Some rigid Presbyterians 
and popular Independents affect with great Magistery to 
Duopolize all Church-power. 

Duorow, obs. form of Dwarf. 

Duosecant (di« ( p*si'kant), a. Cryst. [non- 
etymol. t L. duo two + sccantem cutting.] (See 
quot.) 

2851 Offic. Catal. Gt. Exhib. I. 121 Any plane of any 
crystal whatever must belong to one or other of the three. . 
forms . . Trisecant. Cutting ail three gubernatorial axes. 
Duosecant. Cutting only two axes, and therefore parallel 
to the third. Ultimate. Cutting only one. 

Bup (dzq>), v. dial, or arch, [contr. from do 
tip (see Do v. 52) : cf. doff, don , dout, and see 
Dub z?. 3 ] trans. To open. 

1547 Boorde Introd. Knoxvl.X. (1870) 122 Dup the dore, 
gos ! 1564 Edwards Dam. $ Pitkias in Hazl. Dodsley 

IV. 69 Wiil they not dup the gate to-day?^ 2602 Shaks. 
Ham. iv. v. 51 Then vp he rose, and don’d his clothes, and 
dupt the chamber dore. 1673 R. H ead Canting A cold. 14 
If we. .dup the Giger. 1785 in Grose Diet. Vulg. Tongue. 
1865 S. Evans Bra. Fabian 5 * Now dup the gate quoth 
the king’s men, ‘ So quickly as ye may'. 

Dup, -e, obs. forms of Deep. 

Dupable (dizrpah’l), a. Also dupeable, [f. 
Dupe v. +• -able.] Capable of being duped ; gulli- 
ble. Also as sb. Hence Dupabi'lity, gullibility. 

2833 Carlyle Cagliostro Misc. Ess. 1872 V. 204 That 
same blubberv oiliness .. the very gift of affluent public 
speaker to Dupeables, Ibid. T22 Some boiling muddle- 
heads of the dupeable sort. 1835 Southey Doctor Ixxxvii. 
III. 1 19 Man is a dupeable animal. 2840 Carlyle Heroes 
(1858) 366 Napoleon.. believed too much in the Dupeability 
of men. 1856 R. S. Vaughan Mystics (i860) II. vm. ix. 99 
Behold that grand Magnet for all the loose and dupable 
social particles in every class and country. __ 

t Du*pa:rted, a. Pier. Obs. [f. du- («Duo-) 
+ parted.] -Biparted. 

2688 R. Holme Armoury hi. 270/2 Some blazon this.. 
Duparted and Biparted, if it end in two points. 

Dupe (diz 7 p), sb. [a. F. dupe, f duppe (15th c.) 
deluded person : in 1426 said to belong to ‘ the 
manner of speaking that they call jargon ’.] 

A person who allows himself to be deceived or 
deluded ; one who is misled by false representa- 
tions or notions ; a victim of deception. Const. 
of, rarely to. 

1681 Temple Mem. 11. Wks. 1731 I. 344 They were other 
Mens Dupes, and did other Mens work. 1759 Dilworth 
Pope 39 But Dennis was the dupe of his credulity. 177 2 
Priestley Jnst. Relig. I1782) II. 304 Dupes to the most 
fatal delusion and self deceit. 1830 Scott Demonol. x. 
356 The ready dupe of astrologers and soothsayers. 1845 
M. Pattison Ess . (1889) I. 22 But Gregory was not the dupe 
of this stratagem. 

IL’nce Du’pedom, Dirpism. 

2798 Anna Seward Lett. (1812) V. 271 That single instance 
of dupism. 1843 Carlyle Past $ Pr, iv. i, (1845) 322 Im- 
becile Dupedoni. 

Dupe, v. [a. F. ditpe-r (17th c. in Iiatz- 
Darm.) ; or f. Dupe jA] trans. To make a dupe 
of; to deceive, delude, befool ; to cheat. 

1704 Swift T. Tub § 9 Those entertainments and plea- 
sures we most value in life, are such as dupe and play 
the wag with the senses, *771 Junius Lett, li, 264, 1 will 
not concur to dupe and mislead a senseless multitude. 
1825 Lytton Zicci 26, I am not to be duped by these 
solemn phrases. 1855 Macaulay Hist. Eng. III. 480 
William had too much sense to be duped. 1895 F. Hall 
Two Triples 14, On his faith, I have been duped . . into 
imagining myself able to [etc,]. 

Hence DupedL (di/ 7 pt), ///. a. 

1756 C. Lucas Ess. Waters I. Pref., The duped populace. 
1S55 Lewes Goethe I. n. iv. 91 One of those duped dupers 
who still clung to the great promises of Alchemy. 

Dupeable, var. spelling of Dupable. 

Duper (di?7* r 9r). [f. Dupe v. + -er L] One 

who dupes ; a deceiver, del uder. 

1792 Mad. D'Arblay Diary 24 Sept., The duped and the 
dupers. x838 Browning Ring <4 Bk. v. 2361 The waggish 
parents who played dupes To dupe the duper. 

Dupery (diwpori). [f. Dupe v. + -ery: cf. F. 
duperie (1690 in Hatz.-Darm).] a. The action 
or practice of duping ; deception, trickery, b. The 
condition of one who is duped. 

1759 Adam Smith Mot. Sent. vi. i. (R.), [MachiavelJ. .has 
much contempt for the dupery and weakness of the 
sufferers. 2791-1823 D'Israeli Cur. Lit. (1859) II. 163 The 
whole displays a complete system of dupery. 1816 Mad. 
D’Arblay Let . 28 Oct., While thus open to dupery, .he is 
so fearful of ridicule that [etc.]. 1830 Erased s Mag. I. 

418, I was. .continually exposed to the dupery of cunning. 
Du*pioii. ? Obs. Also doupion. [ad. F. doupion 
= It. doppione , f. doppio double.] * A double 
cocoon firmed by two silk-worms’ (Simmonds 
Diet. Trade 1858)/ 1828 in Webster. 

f Du'plar, a. Obs. rare. [ad. late L. duplar-is 
containing double, f. duplus Duple.] Double, 
duple : see quot. 

2610 Holland Camden's Brit 783 Duplar or Duple Ar- 
maturae they were called in those daies, who had Duble 
| alowances of Corne ; Simplar, that had but single. 

t Du'plat, a. Sc. Obs. rare. [ad. L. dupldt-us , 
pa. pple. of duplare to double.] = Duple a. 

1501 Douglas Pal. Hon. 1. xli, Proportions . . Duplat, 
[ triplat, diatesseriall. 


Pupl a tiou [ad. L. dupldtion-em, 

n. of action f. duplare 10 double.] The operatiun 
of doubling. 

c 2425 Crapi Nombrynge (E. E.T. S. 1 22 This is the ebapture 
of duplacioun .. Duplacioun is a doublyng of a nombre. 
Ibid. 13 Do away figure )> at was dowblede, and sett 
|>ere digit bat comes of }>e duplacioun. 2542 Recorde 
Gr, Artes (1575' 167 Duplation is nothing else but multi- 
plying by 2. s86x F. Hall in Jrnl. Asiat. Soc. Bengali 
The originals in all cases double consonants which have 
r over them. I have simplified this duplation. 

Duple (dizrp’l), a. (sb.) [ad. JL. duplus double, 
f. duo two + -plus, from root pie- to fill.] 

A. adj. Double, twofold. Obs. in gen. sense: 
in Math, applied to the proportion of two quanti- 
ties one of which is double of the other ; in Music, 
to * time ’ or rhythm having two beats in the bar. 

1542-3 Act 34 # 35 Hen. VIII, c. 27 § 47 If it ., be with 
a duple voucher, then sixe shillinges and .viii. d. 1609 
Douland Ornith. Micro l. 19 For example sake 6 and 12 
will make a duple reason [=ratio]. 1656 Stanley Hist. 
Philos, v. (1701) 162/2 By finding two mean proportionals 
between two right lines in a Duple proportion. 1664 
Butler Hud, n. ii. 269 A breach of Oath is Duple And 
either way admits a Scruple. 1725-52 Chambers Cycl. s. v. 
Time, Common or duple Time is of two species. The first, 
when every bar or measure is equal to_ a semi-breve... The 
second, where every bar is equal to a minim, a 2763 Byrom 
Robbery Camb. Coach (R.), Made the red-rugg’d collector’s 
income' duple. x 83 x W. S. Pratt in Gladden Par. Probl. 
460 Duple and quadruple rhythms are the best. 
fB. sb. A double; =- Double sb. 1. Obs. 

1609 Douland Ornith, Microl. 61 You shall find it a 
Duple. 1650 Bulwer Anthro/'omet. 63 The proportion of 
a half part to a duple. 2726 Leoni tr. Alberti's Archil. 
II. 88/2 Four.. the Duple of two. 1787 Sir J. Hawkins 
Johnson 535 Mathematical ratios of a duple and triple. 

F Birple, V. Obs. [ad. L. duplare to double, 
f. dupl-us Duple.] trans. To double; to make 
twice as much or many. 

c 1425 Found. St. Bartholomew' s( E.E.TS.) 63 Rehersyng, 
and dupiynge prayers. 1654 Vilvain Epit. Ess. vi. lxxxii, 
That dupled force. 1694 Holder Harmony (1731) xx6 
Dupling the Terms of the Ration. 

t Du*plet. Obs. rare. [f. Duple, after doublet : 
see - et.] = Doublet 3 a. 

x668 Dryden Evening's Lave m. I, To throw with three 
dice, till duplets, and a chance be thrown ; and the highest 
duplet wins. 

Duplex (diz 7 *pleks), a. [a. L. duplex twofold, 
f. duo two + plic - to fold. Not in Webster 1828.] 

1 . Composed of two parts or elements ; twofold. 

1817 T. L, Peacock Melincourt II. 51 A poet and a 

• critic — in which duplex capacity he had first deluged the 
world with torrents of execrable versesr-and then written 
anonymous criticisms to prove them divine. 1841 Miall 
in Nonconf. I. 29 A double definition is required ; because 
we are endeavouring to express a duplex idea. 1877 
Tyndall in Daily News 2 Oct. 2/4 Social progress is for 
the most part typified by this duplex or polar action, 
b. In various technical applications. 

Duplex escapement , one in which the escape-wheel has 
both spur and crown teeth ; duplex gas-burner, one having 
two jets so arranged as to combine the two flames into one; 
duplex lamp, one with two wicks ; duplex lathe , one 
having a cutting-tool at the back opposite to that in front, 
and in an inverted position. 

1851 OJfic. Catal. Gt. Exhib. III. 1266 Gold hunting watch 
... style of regulator with duplex escapement. 1883 Miss 
Braddon Gold. Calf xxv. 281 In the mellow light of a 
duplex lamp. 1889 Findlay Eng. Railway 114 A duplex 
steam hammer of 30 tons, and one of xo tons. 

2 . Electric 7'elegraphy. a. Applied to any 
system by which two messages can be sent along 
the same wire at the same time : now called Diode. 
b. Now restricted to systems in which two messages 
are sent simultaneously in opposite directions: opp. 
to Diplex, q.v. 

1873 Telegraphic Jrnl. 1 . 59 The term duplex telegraphy 
has recently been applied to the system by which two 
messages may be sent along the same wire at the same 
time. 1879 G. Prescott Sp. Telephone p. iii. In 1872 
Stearns perfected a duplex system, whereby two commu- 
nications could be simultaneously transmitted over one wire. 

Du'plex, v . Electric Telegi'aphy. [f. prec. 2 ] 
trans. To render duplex; to arrange (a wire or 
cable) so that two messages can be sent along it 
at the same time. 

x88o Daily News 27 Dec. 3/4 The Duplexing of Sub- 
marine Cables. 1882 Sat. Rev. 18 Mar. 330/2 Duplexing had 
been known and used on land lines for some time before it 
could be applied to long deep-sea cables. 1883 Daily 
Newsy* May 7/3 Science had enabled them to duplex their 
cables. 1894 Times 30 Apr. 3/4 There are two systems of 
duplexing — the one called the ‘differential', wliere^ you 
balance two currents against one another, and the ‘bridge* 
system, where you balance two electric pressures or ten- 
dencies to drive a current. 

Duplexity (diwple'ksiti). rare. [f. Duplex a. 
after complexity .] The quality of being double ; 
doubleness. (Used occasionally instead of Dupli- 
city (sense 2), to avoid the suggestion of sense 1.) 

1856 Dove Logic Chr. Faith vi. vi. 405 In the duplexity 
of method may be found the key. 1885 Huxley PItys, 
Index, Nervous apparatus, duplexity of. 

t Du^plic. Obs. In 6 -icke, 7 -ique. [a. F. 
duplique sb. (1512 in Hatz.-Darm.), med.L. du- 
plica * iterata responsio in litigiis’ (Du Cange\ f. F. 
dupliquer , L. duplicare , to double.] = Duply sb. t 
Duplication 3. 
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DUPLICATOBY. 


1563- 87 Foxe A. <$• M. (1596) 984/3 Then after, at the 
daies appointed, went forth with replication duplicke, with 
other answeres ech to other in writing what they could. 
x68z Lond. Gas. No. 1747/2 Making a Duplique to the last 
Reply of the French Ambassadors. 

t Duplicameut. Obs. rare . [f. L. duplicate 
to double : see -ment.] A duplicate, a copy. 

1574 in H. Hall Soc. in Eliz. Age (1886' 161, I delivered 
him the Duplyeamente ofhis Accompte. Ibid., W ch sayde 
Duplyeamente is enrolled before Mr. Fanshawe. 

Duplica*ucl, duplicando. Sc. Law. [L. 
duplicando (in feti charters written in Latin) * with 
or by doubling ’, used in Engl, context with sense 
4 doubling 1 , and now usually anglicized as dttfli- 
cand.] The doubling of feu-duty for one year, on 
the occasion of the admission of an heir or assignee, 
or at certain specified intervals, as e.g. at the 20th, 
25th, or 50th year ; a double feu-duty so paid. 

1769 Morrison's Diet, of Decisions 15059 ‘Necnon dupli- 
cando dictarn feudifirraam primo anno introitus cujuslibet 
heredis aut assignati.’ 1777 Ibid. 15053 The superior is 
bound to enter an heir . ..for a mere dupUcando of the feu- 
duty. 1804 Ibid. 15040 On payment of the duplicando or 
other composition. 1838 Duff Feudal Convey, ii. ii. § 56 
J* 4 With respect to thedufilicand or relief due by an heir, 
it ought to be expressed in the charter. Ibid. The duplicaud 
or casuality of relief may be renounced. 1892 Scottish Feu 
Charter ; ‘As also paying to me and my foresaids a duplicand 
Or additional sum of one pound ten shillings sterling at the 
expiration of every period of twenty years from Whitsun- 
day. . 1892/ 

Duplicate (dizrplik/t), a. and sb. [ad. L. 
duplicdt-us doubled, pa. pple. of duplicdi'e to 
double: see next] 

A. adj. 1. Double, twofold, consisting of two 
corresponding parts ; that is made or exists in two 
corresponding examples. 

1432-50 tr. Higde-n (Rolls) I. 125 Galile is a region be- 
twene the lewery and Palestine, whiche is duplicate, the 
superior and inferior. 1533-4 Act 2s Hen . VIII \ c. 21 § 12 
No man. .shal pay any m re . . then shalbe. .limitted in the 
saide duplicate bokes of taxes. 1657 Hobbes Absurd 
Geom. Wks. 1845 VII. 382 Euclid has but one word for 
double and duplicate. 1670 W. Simpson Hydro l. Ess. 152 
Nitro-aluminous, or duplicate salt. 1856 Dove Logic Chr. 
Faith v. i. § 1. 248 Astronomy is a science of duplicate 
origin. 1882 Pebody Eng. pourn. xx. 148 The Standard 
is a morning and an evening paper, and is the only Lon- 
don newspaper which now appears in this duplicate form. 

b. Duplicate ague : see Duplicated 3. 

1822-34 Good Study Med. (ed. 4) I. 607 The fifth species 
[I. e. complicated ague] is distinguished from the rest by its 
peculiar complexity, consisting of double tertians, triple 
tertians, unequal tertians, duplicate tertians. 

2. Double, doubled; consisting of twice the 
number or quantity. 

1548 Hall Chron., Hen. VII (an. 6) (1550) 23 The estates 
of Bruges little doubted to admit so small a nombre into so 
populous a company, ye though the numbre were duplicate. 
1883 Syd. Soc. Lex. s.v., Double, duplicate. Applied to 
flowers having a double ro w of petals. 

3. That is the exact counterpart or ‘double ’ of 
something already in existence: applied to any 
number of such copies or specimens of a thing. 

1812 J. Smyth Pract . of Customs App. (1821) 375 Some- 
times, .goods, .are included with other goods, in a warrant 
passed m the Wood^ Farm Office; in which case the Land- 
ing Waiter is furnished with a duplicate warrant from 
thence, as his authority for the delivery. 1847 Emerson 
Repr. Men, Montaigne fSTks. L 341 The duplicate copy 
of Florio, which the British Museum purchased. 1863 P. 
Barry Dockyard Econ. 194 For each ship of war there are 
duplicate boilers, either in store, in hand,or in contemplation. 
1895 Stanley Gibbons' Stamp Catal. 593 A convenient means 
of keeping duplicate or superfluous stamps. 

4. Duplicate proportion, ratio: the proportion or 
ratio of squares, in relation to that of the radical 
quantities. 

1678 Hobbf.s Decam. v. 57 Tis because all heavie Bodies 
Naturally descend with proportion of swiftness duplicate to 
that of the time. 1794 Sullivan View Nat. II. 386 All the 
particles of matter attracting one another in the reciprocal 
duplicate ratio of their distances. 1827 Hutton Course 
Math. L 330 If any number of quantities be continued pro- 
portionals;' the ratio of the first to the third, will be dupli- 
cate or the square of the ratio of the first and second. 1831 
Brewster Newton (1855) I. xii. 309 He must have been 
acquainted with the duplicate proportion before his conver- 
sation with Hooke. 

B. sb. [absol. use of the adj. ; in F. duplicata, 

a. med.L. duplicata ( charta , etc.)] 

1. One of two things exactly alike, so that each 
is the 4 double * of the other ; especially, that which 
is made from or after the other, a. A second 
copy of a letter or official document, having the 
legal force of the original : whether made along 
with it, for separate custody or transmission, or 
prepared subsequently to take the place of the 
other in case of loss. b. The second copy of a 
bill drawn in two parts ; a ‘second of exchange 
e. A pawnbroker’s ticket. 

1532 Sir J. Russell in Ellis Orig. Lett. Ser. n. I. 303, I 
do send a post unto your Highnes with the duplicate of 
these my said Lettres who goyth by Alemaignie. 1575 in 
W. H. Turner Select. Rec. Oxford (1880) 374 Two duplicats 
thereof to be signed. 1641 Termes de la Ley 130 Duplicat 
is a second letters Patents graunted by the Lord Chan- 
cellour, in case where hee hath graunted the same before, 
and therefore they are held void by M. Crompton. 1648 
Cromwell Let. 2 Oct. in Carlyle, Duplicates of all which 


a. have sent to the Committee at Derby Home, and therefore 
forbear to trouble you with the things themselves. 1683 
Col. Rec, Pennsylv . I. 20 That a transcript or Duplicate 
of all lawes, be transmitted to the privy Councell. 3818 
Cruise Digest (ed. 2) VI. 113 The original and dupli- 
cate being but one will, they must stand or fall together. 
1828 Webster s. v., A second letter or bill of exchange 
exactly like the first is called a duplicate. 1836-9 Dickens 
Sk. Bos, Pawnbroker’s Shop (D.j, This elegantly attired 
individual is in the act of entering the duplicate he has 
just made out in a thick book. 1838 — 0 . Twist xxxvxn, 
‘It was a pawnbroker’s duplicate”. 1862 C. Stretton 
Chequered Life II. 147 The moment you have cashed 
your duplicate, which you are certain to receive by next 
mail, go to the office, .and take your berth for Liverpool. 
1874 Stubbs Const. Hist. I xi. 379 Tne rolls of the treasurer 
and chancellor were duplicates. 

2. Generally, a thing which is the exact counter- 
part or ‘double’ of another reckoned the original or 
primary specimen ; one of two or more specimens 
of anything exactly or virtually alike : in this sense 
there may be any number of * duplicates ’. 

1701 Norris Ideal World 1. ii. 50 So that one man is but 
the duplicate or counterpart of another. 1705 Hearne 
Collect. 3 Dec., We will part with duplicates [of coins], 
1762-71 H. Walpole Ver/ue’s Anecd. Paint. (1786) II. 23 
He commonly made duplicates of his pictures, reserving 
one of each for himself. 1771 Swinton in Phil. Trans. 
LXI. 350 It is so similar to the former, .that it may almost 
.. pass fora duplicate of the same coin. 1820 Lamb hlia 
Ser. 1. Oxford in Vac., As if a man should suddenly en- 
counter his own duplicate. 1890 Ogilvie Postage Stamps 
11 Friends., will soon supply you with plenty of duplicates 
which you can utilize for exchanges. 

b. A word which is in sense exactly the same as 
another; a synonym. 

1839 H. Rogers Ess. II. iti. 147 These languages, more 
especially the Latin, have furnished us with duplicates of 
many words of common objects, which add much to the 
variety and harmony of expression. 

3. In duplicate : in two exactly corresponding 
copies or transcripts. 

[1627 Sir N. Hyde in St. Trials (1735) VII. 140/1 This was 
certified under the hands of all the Judges, .in a duplicate, 
whereof the one was delivered to the Lord Chancellor, and 
the other to the Lord Treasurer. 1660 Pep vs Diary 21 July, 
I . . went to get Mr. Spong to engross it [the agreement] in 
duplicates.] 1884 Harpers Mag. June 61/1 Receipts for 
refunds are taken in duplicate. 

Duplicate (di it plik^'t), v. [f. L. duplicat 
ppl. stem of duplicare , f. duplex, duplicem, double.] 

1. trans. To double; to multiply by two; to 
make double or twofold ; to redouble. 


1623 Cockeram, Duplicate, to double. 1650 Bulwer 
Anthropomef. lot To duplicate the analogy, a 1652 J. 
Smith Set, Disc. iv. 100 Requiring them to duplicate the 
dimensions of Apollo’s altar. 1660 F. Brooke tr. Le Blanc's 
Trav. 308 Their wailings and lamentations, which they 
duplicate when they come together. 1674 Jeake Arith. 
(1696) 24 As 4372 duplicated . . is. . 8744. 1884 Pall Mall G. 

16 Oct. 5/2 The Eastern Extension Telegraph Company . . 
have decided to duplicate the cables which are not dupli- 
cated over their lines. 

2. To make or provide in duplicate ; to make the 
double or exact copy of ; to repeat 
i860 Emerson Cond. Life , Fates (1861) 14 Copying or 
duplicating his own structure. 1880 Times 27 Dec. 9/4 To 
provide against the possibility of a breakdown, .all the vital 
parts are duplicated. 1883 H. Drummond Nat. Law in 
Spir. W. x. 330 It is a case which is being duplicated every 
day in our own country. 1895 Tablet 7 Dec. 900 Many 
of the official pieces were almost certain to be duplicated, 
f 3. iritr. for rejl. To become doubled. Obs. 

1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. in. xx. 156 If we abduce 
the eye unto either corner, the object will not duplicate. 
1649 Jer. Taylor Gt. Exemp. v. § 6 The desires of man .. 
if they pass upon an end or aim of difficulty or ambition, 
..duplicate and grow to a disturbance. 

f b. To double or fold on itself. Obs. 


1638 Sir T. Herbert Trav. (ed. 2) 325 Pepper.. in the 
growth supported by poles or canes, about which it en- 
twines and duplicates with many embraces. 

4. Eccl. {absol.) To celebrate the Eucharist twice 
in one day. 

1865 F. G. Lee Direct. Angl. (ed. 2) 196 If the Priest has 
to duplicate, i. e. to celebrate twice in one day, he must not 
drink the ablutions. 1881 T. E. Bridgett Hist. Holy 
Eucharist II. jx. 132 Rebuking priests who said mass fre- 
quently, sometimes duplicating out of avarice. 

Hence Duplicating vbl. sb. and ppl. a. 

1659 Fuller App. Inj. Innoc. (1840) 316 Who .. hath re- 
presented all my faults in a duplicating glass. 1805 -17 R. 
Jameson Char. Min. (ed. 3)79 Iceland or duplicating spar. 

Duplicated, ppl a. [f. prec. + -ID 1.] 

X. Doubled, made in duplicate, repeated. 

1643 Prynne Sov. Pczver Pari, 11. 30 Sundry duplicated 
deepe Asseverations, a 3661 Fuller Worthies n. (1662) 274 
Single flowers are observed much sweeter than . . such 
flowers which are duplicated. 1801 Hooke in Phil. Trans. 
XCII. 40 This confused or duplicated pulse.. does produce 
on the retina, the sensation of a yellow. 1896 T. Martin 
JEneid 1 v. (470) When he sees.. two suns And duplicated 
Thebes before him rise. 

1 2. Doubled back. Oh. 

1741 Monro Anat, Nerves led. 3) 73 The Edges of the . . 
Valves are duplicated with a muscular Corpuscle in the 
Middle. 1741 — Anat. Bones (ed. 3) 210 The duplicated 
Tendon of the Musculus descendens abdominis, 

3. Pathol. 4 Applied to intermittent fevers in 
which two paroxysms occur during the time in 
which one is usual ; the two paroxysms being unlike 
to each other, but each like the corresponding one 
of the following period ’ {Syd. Soc. Lex., 1883). 


Bu'plicately, adv. rare. [f. Duplicate a. 4 - 
-ly ‘4] In a d ottole or twolold manner or measure. 

1660 tr. Paracelsus' Arckidoxis 11. 145 If there happens a 
twofold need . . of Medicine . . then administer also dupli- 
catly to the Paralitick. 

Duplication (diz7plik<?jbn). [a. F. duplica- 
tion ( 13 th c. in Godef), ad. L. dupliedtidn-em , n. of 
action from L. duplicare to double.] 

X. The action of doubling, fa. Arith. Multi- 
plication by two. Obs. 

£.1430 Art Nomhrynge {E. E. T. S.) 7 Duplicackran is 
agregacion of nombre jmt me may se the nombre growers 
In doublynge ay is but one ordre of figures necessarie. 
1674 Jeake Arith. (1696) 24 Duplication is nothing else 
but to double every figure of the Multiplicand. 

b. The making anything twice as many or as 
much; the repetition of an action or thing; division 
into two by natural growth or spontaneous division. 

X590 Swinburne Testaments 168 There be duplication of 
notable members, as to haue four armes, or two heades. 
1649 Jer. Taylor Gt. Exemp. v. Ad sect. vii. § 1 The dupli- 
cation of their joys. 1770 Swinton in Phil. Trans. LXI 86 
A duplication of consonants, in writing, having been un- 
known to the most ancient Etruscans. 1831 Brewster Nat. 
Magic vx. (1833) 154 It could only have been produced by 
a duplication of one of the figures produced by unequal 
refraction. 1847 Grote Greece 11. xlvii. (1862) IV. 149 The 
alleged duplication of the tribute. 1869 Roscor Elern. 
Chem. 291 This duplication of the carbon element.. by a 
combination of one of the four combining units of one 
atom with one of the four units of the other atom. 

c. Math. Duplication of the cube : The problem 
of finding the side of a cube having double the vo- 
lume of a given cube ; the Delian problem, q.v. 

Duplication formula, a formula for obtaining the sine 
or other trigonometrical function of the double of an angle 
from the corresponding function of the angle itself, 

1660 Stanley Hist. Philos, ix. (1701) 435/2 Amongst his 
Geometrical Inventions also must be remembered the Du- 
plication of a Cube. 1754 Diet. A rts $ Sc. II. 992 The dupli- 
cation of a Cube is a problem famous in antiquity. 1837 
Penny Cycl, IX. 203. 

d. Music. See Double v. i c. 

2. A duplicate copy or version ; a counterpart. 

1872 Hardwick Trad. Lane. 219 Appears to be but a 

duplication of the Tarquin legend. 1893 J. Inglis Oor 
Ain Folk iv. (1894) 41 There were numberless duplications 
of Jeems Wright. 

3. Civil and Canon Law. A pleading on the part 
of the defendant in reply to the replication, corre- 
sponding to the rejoinder at common law. 

1622 Malynes Anc. Law- Merck. 476 The courts of 
Equitie beyond the seas, after bill and answere, replication 
and reioynder, and sometimes duplication, and at last con- 
clusion [etc.]. 1726 Ayliffe Parergon 251 Duplications are 
those Exceptions, which the Defendant made use of to 
repel the Plaintiffs Replication. 1880 Muirhead Gains iv. 
§ 127 [If] a replication . . operates inequitably against the 
defender; in that case an additional clause is added on his 
account, which gets the name of duplication. 

b. trans/. 

1621 Burton Anat Mel. Democr. to Rdr. it To haue 
written in controuersie, had bin to cut off an Hydra’s head, 
lis litem generat, one begets another, so many duplica- 
tions. triplications, and swarmes of questions. 

f 4. Anat. A folding, a doubling; concr. a fold. 

1578 Banister Hist. Man vii. 90 The Cause of this dupli- 
cation [of the pleura]. 1676 Wiseman Surgery (J.), The 
peritonaeum is a strong membrane, every where double; in 
the duplications of which all the viscera of the abdomen are 
hid. 1748 tr. Renat us 1 Distemp. Horses 170 A Ganglion is 
a Tuber or Tumour which is formed of the Duplication of 
a Nerve. 

fb. =Diploe i. Obs. 

1615 Crooke Body of Man 447 Tothe duplication ofthe skull, 
that is to the porie substance between the tables thereof. 

5. Eccl. ‘ A second celebration by the same 
priest on the same day.’ 

1866 F. G. Lee Direct. Angl. (ed. 3) 354. 

Duplicative (difirplikAiv), a. and sb. [f. L. 
duplicat -, ppl. stem of duplicare to double + -IVE.] 

A. adj. Having the quality of doubling; pro- 
ducing two instead of one. 

c 1870 Carpenter. ( 0 .), The multiplication of cells by 
duplicative subdivision. 

B. sb. A doubling addition. 

1884 A thenxum 23 Aug. 235/2 Clack, near Bradenstock, 
is the Celtic cleg, a hill . . Clay Hill, .is simply cleg, with a 
duplicative to make it intelligible. 

Bn-pXica-tO-, combining adverbial form of L. 
dupliedtus doubled, prefixed to adjs. in the sense 
4 doubly ’; esp. in Botany, as duplicato-dentate, 
- pinnate , -serrate, -ternate, applied to toothed, pin- 
nate, etc. leaves, of which the teeth, pinnae, etc. are 
themselves again dentate, pinnate, and so on. 

1753 Chambers Cycl. Supp. s.v. Leaf, Duplicaio-ternatett 
Leaf, one consisting of leaves, which are themselves com- 
posed of three leaves each. 1845 Lindley Sch. Bot. i. (1858) 
9 In like manner we have the terms bicrenate and bidentate, 
or rather duplicato-dentate. 

Duplicator (dizrplik^tai). [agent-n. in L. 
form f. Duplicate v. : see -or.] A machine for 
producing copies. Also attrib. 

1894 Westm. Gaz. 1 Jan. 7/2 The matter being closely 
type-written on six foolscap pages and the copies produced 
by a duplicator apparatus. 

t Duplieatory, a. Obs. rare. [f. as prec. + 
-oby.] Having the quality of doubling; in quot 
used for : Double, twofold. 


DUPLICATOR E. 

1659 D. Pell Impr. Sea 562 A duplicatory reason of this 
desire; 1: For... 2. For... 

Buplicatnre (dizrplikritiiu). [a. F. duplica- 
ture ( 16 th c.), f. L. duplicat-, ppl. stem of dupli- 
cate to Duplicate: see -uee.] A doubling; a 
fold. (Chiefly in Anal.) 

1686 Snaps Anat. Horse 1. xx. 42 Seeing it is onely a Dupli- 
cature of the common coverings of the Body. 1727-51 
Chambers Cycl. s.v. Duplication , The Duplicature of the 
cube. 1796 Morse Amer. Geog. I. 203 A duplicature of 
the skin connects the fore and hinder legs together. 1854 
Woodward Mollusca it. 279 The internal muscular ridges 
are produced by duplicatures of the shell-wall. 

Duplicidentate (di^plisidemt^t), a. Zool. 
[f. L. duplici-, comb, form of duplex (see Duplex) 
+ Dentate : cf. F. duplicidentel\ Belonging to 
the Duplicidentata, a division of rodents charac- 
terized by two pairs of upper incisor teeth. 
Duplicipennate (-pe*n<?t), a. Entom . [f. as 
prec. -+- L. penndtus winged.] * Having the wings 
folded longitudinally when in repose’ (Syd. Soc . 
Lex.). 

Duplicity fdizZplrsiti). Also 5-6 -te, 6-7 
-tie. [a. F. dupliciti ( 13 th c.), ad. L. duplicitdt-em f 
n. of quality f. duplex , duplic-em : see Duplex.] 

1. The quality of being ‘double* in action or 
conduct (see Double a. 5 ) ; the character or prac- 
tice of acting in two ways at different times, or 
openly and secretly ,* deceitfulness, double-dealing. 
(The earliest and still the most usual sense.) 

£•1430 Lydg. Min. Poems 165 (Matz.) In sytnulacioune is 
false duplicite. 1503 Hawes Examp. Virt. v. (Arb.) 19 
Wo worth the man full of duplycyte. 1597 J. Payne Royal 
Exch. 14 Suche ys the choyce that these make of duplicitie 
and hypocnsie. 1650 Bulwer Anthropomet. 143 Whether 
this Duplicity of Tongue be in them Lusus Natures, or a 
meer Device of Art. 1771 Junius Lett. Hi. 267 1 am 
astonished he does not see through your Duplicity. 1828 
D’Israeli Chris,. I y t I. vi. 206 We have here complete evi- 
dence of the duplicity of the King’s conduct. 

2. lit. The state or quality of being numerically 
or physically double or twofold : doubleness. 

1589 Puttenham Eng. Poesie m. xviii. Arb.) 205 Because 
of the darkenes and duplicitie of his sence. 1688 Boyce 
Final Causes Nat. iv. 163 Nature has furnished men with 
double parts . . where that duplicity may be highly useful. 
1764 Reid Inquiry vi. § 13. Wks. I. 165/2 We as invariably 
see two objects unite into one, and, in appearance, lose 
their duplicity. 1863 C. Pritchard in Smith's Diet. Bible 
III. 1375 The duplicity of the two stars must have been ap- 
parent. 1867-77 G. F. Chambers Astron. vm. 769 The 
duplicity of Saturn’s ring. 1892 Mivart Ess. <7 Crit. 1. 403 
Due to non-appreciation of our duplicity in unity. 

8 . Law. The pleading of two (or more) matters 
in one plea ; double pleading. 

(1628 Coke OnLitt ,^ 304 The Plea that containes duplicity 
or multiplicity of distinct matter to one and the same thing 
..Is not allowable in Law.] 2848 Wharton Law Lex. t 
Duplicity. See Double Pleading. 
t Dupllfy, v. Obs. [f. L. duplus double : see 
-FY.] trans. To make double, to double. 

2509 Hawes Past. Pleas. 122 Wherfore by reason I must 
be duplifyde. 1602 W. Bas Sword $ Buckler B ij b, Your 
slight regard and recompence of this, So duplifies the 
bondage of our state. 1649 Bulwer Pathomyot. 11. i. 73 
Duplifying the single motion. 

nee Duplifica*tion, the action of doubling. 
1821 Galt Ann. Parish xlviii. 157 I was pleased to see 
the duplication of well-doing, as I think marrying is. 
Buplo- (dizrphO. [L. dupl-us double.] Used 
in chemical nomenclature with the sense ‘ double * 
or ‘ twofold *, as duplo-carburet, twofold carburet. 
2872 Watts Diet. Chem. VII. 442 Duplosulpkacetone. 
BtLply (diwpbi*), sb. Sc. Law. Obs . exc. Hist. 
Usually in pi. [f. med.L. duplica * iterata responsio 
in litigiis * Du Cange ; cf. F. duplique , and reply =* 
F. riptiquei] A second reply ; a defender’s rejoinder 
to a pursuer’s reply. (Now abolished.) 

1609 Skene Reg. May., Forme ofProces 121 Quhen ane ex- 
ception onely, or ane exception with ane duply, is admitted 
to probation of the defender, a 1693 Urquhart Rabelais hi. 
xxxix. 326 Duplies, Triplies, Answers to Rejoinders. 1760 
in Scotsman (1885) 20 Aug. 5/3 Having considered the peti- 
tion of the Magistrates, .answers thereto, replies, duplies, 
and triplies with the writs produced. 1881 J. Russell Haigs 
viii. 210 Counsel on both sides, with many replies, duplies, 
and triplies, discussed the question of its relevancy. 

b. transf. In a controversy, the rejoinder that 
comes fourth in order after the original assertion. 

2638 [title) Duplyes of the Ministers and Professors of 
Aberdene to the Second Answeres of some Reverend Bre- 
thren. 1676 W. Row Contn. Blair's A uiobiog. xi. (1848) 
340 Replies were made by Monks and duplies by them. 
2820 Scott Abbot i, Answers, replies, duplies, triplies, 
quadruples, followed thick upon each other. 1873 Burton 
Hist. Scot. VI. Ixxi. 235 To the Demands there were 
‘Answers', to these came ‘Replies’ by the Doctors, and 
then second Answers, and finally ‘Duplies’ by the Doctors. 
Hence Duply* v. y to make a duply. 

1631 in Cobbett State Trials III. 444 (Trial Lord Uchil- 
triei, It is duplyed for the Pannel by his Prolocutors, as to 
the particulars contained in my Lord Advocate's Answer. 
2818 Scott Hrt. Midi, xii, Advocatus for Lackland duplies 
that . . the pursuer must put his case under the statute. 

Duporthite (di^ppu}?oit). Min, [Named 
1 S 77 , from Duporth in Cornwall : see -ite.] A 
silicate of alumina and other bases, occurring in 
greyish fibres in serpentine. 
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2877 Min. Mag. 1. 226 Duporthite, a new asbestiform 
mineral. 

Duppa, dupper, var. Dubba. 

Dnppy (dz>*pi). [Understood to be of African 
origin!] Name among West Indian negroes for 
a ghost or spirit. 

1774 Long Flist. Jamaica II. 416 They firmly believe in 
the apparition of spectres. Those of deceased friends are 
duppies ; others . . like our raw-head-and-bloody-bones, are 
called bugaboos. 2834 M. G. Lewis Jrnl. West bid.. The 
negroes are. .very much afraid of ghosts, whom they call the 
duppy. 1885 Lady Brassey The Trades 215 After dark 
nothing would induce them to pass the mangrove-swamps 
or cockle-ponds, for fear of ‘Duppies*. 2896 N. Darnell 
Davis (Br. Guiana) in Letter, Only last Saturday morning, 
my butler was told by a man that ‘ the Duppies had been 
troubling the telephone wire 

Dur, obs. form of Dare vi 1 , Door. 

Dura (diu^ra), [L. dura adj. fern. ‘ hard 

1. Short for Dura mater. 

2882 Wilder & Gage Anatom. Technol. 447 Notwith- 
standing its feminine form, dura is frequently employed 
without the substantive mater. 2886 Med. News _ XL1X. 
536 The dura was universally adherent on both hemispheres. 
2890 F. P. Foster Med. Dict.2166 Ligamentum dentatum 
..Its outer edge is serrated, the serrations being adherent 
to the inner surface of the spinal dura. 

2. = Duramen. 

Durability (diiwrabrliti), [a. obs. F. dura- 
bility ad. late L. durdbilitdt-em (Palladius), {.dura - 
bills Durable.] The quality of being durable. 

1. Continuance ; Iastingness, permanence. 

£1374 Chaucer Boeth. m. pr. xi. 78 (Camb. MS.) By the 
whiche is sustenyd the Ionge durablete of mortal thinges. 
c 1400 tr. Secreta Secret., Gov. Lordsh. (E. E. T. S.) 67 pat 
all deli table binges of pys world. . \>&t pay ben alle for long- 
lastynge of durabilyte . . lyflode for Iastynge ys to be bad, 
and noght durabilite for lifloue. a 1677 Barrow Serin. Wks. 
1687 I. 164 The Prophets . . assign the character of per- 
petual durability thereto. 2812 D’Israeli Calattt . Auth. 
(1867) 224 Pope hesitated at deciding on the durability of 
his poetry. 1891 Spectator 27 June, Nor has there ever 
been an explanation of this durability in the Jew. .which in 
the least satisfies or convinces any reflecting mind. 

2. Capability of withstanding decay or wear. 

a 2600 Hooker (J.), Stones, though in dignity of nature 
inferior unto plants, yet exceed them in . . durability of being. 
2794 G. Adams Nat. f Exp. Philos. II. xx. 370 Colours . . 
greatly superior both in beauty and durability, i860 Tyn- 
dall Glac. 1. xx, The great density and durability of the 
rock. 1879 Cassell's Techn. Educ. in. 184 Where doors 
are required to combine strength, beauty and durability. 

Durable (diu»'rab’l), a. [a. F. durable ( 11 th c. 
in Littre)— It. du labile, Sp durable , ad. rare L. 
durdbilis lasting, durable, f. durdre to last, endure, 
hold out, f. dftrus hard, unyielding.] 

1. Capable of lasting or continuing in existence ; 
persistent, lasting ; not transitory, permanent. 

c 1386 Chaucer Pars. T. ? 965 To han thynges espiritueel 
and durable and somtyme temporele thynges. c 2450 tr. 
De Imitations hi. xxxv. 203 Wijxmte me is noon availyng 
..ner durable remedie. 1582 N. Lichefield tr. Castan - 
hedcCs Conq. E. bid. xxvi. 65 b, They thought this kinde 
of weather was alwayes durable there. 1667 Milton P. L. 
v. 581 Time, .measures all things durable By present, past, 
and future. 2754 Hume Hist. Eng. I. x. 204 The com- 
punction of Richarl for his undutiful behaviour was durable. 
1839 Alison Hist. F,urope (1849-50) VII. xli. § 58. 63 
Comparing his durable designs with the temporary ex- 
pedients of the statesmen who. .followed him, 

2. Able to withstand change, decay, or wear. 

2398 Trevisa Barth, de P. R. xvh. lxxxiii. (Tollem. MS.) 

The tre berof [of Hex] is durable and stronge, and_ ny}e 
nou3t able to rote. 2470-85 Malory Arthur xvii. vi, The 
best wood and moost durable that men maye fynde. 2555 
Eden Decades 42 To dye clothe with a more fayre and 
durable colour. 2638 Sir T. Herbert Trav. (ed. 2) 134 
Sun -burnt bricks, hard and durable. 2703 Moxon Meek . 
Ex ere. 238 They make a good Pavement, and are very 
Durable. 1874 Micklethwaite Par. Churches 225 
Inscriptions are more durable incised than in relief, 
f 3. Able to endure toil, fatigue, etc. Obs. 

1540-2 Elyot Image Gov . (25561 4 Stronge and durable to 
susteigne peynes. 1596 Dalrymple tr. Leslie's Hist. Scot . 
I. 63 Thair horses ar verie litle..bot in labour meruellous 
durable. 2616 Surfl. & Markh. Countiy Far me 708 
French Gosiiawkes . . are .. neither so valiant, sound or 
durable, as those which are bred in Ireland. 

Capable of being endured, endurable. Obs. 
2509 Barclay Sliyp of Folys (1874) I. 194 A small diseas 
which is ynoughe durable At the begynnynge. 

Bur ableness (diu->*rab’lnes). Now rare. [f. 
prec. + -NESS.] The quality or condition of being 
durable. 

1. m Durability i. 

1587 Golding De Momay ix. (1627) 141 The measuring 
of durablenesse . .they call Time. 2668 PL More Div. Dial. 
iv. xxv. (1713) isomarg., The Apostacy of the Church, how 
consistent with the durableness of God's Kingdom. 1725 
Bradley Fam. Diet. s.v. Pease, Pease, everlasting, so call’d 
because of its durableness. 1754 Sherlock Disc. (1764) II. 
243 Speculating on the Durableness of Things without 
themselves, 

2. - Durability 2 . 

1579 80 North Plutarch To Rdr. 1 (R.) There is neither 
picture, nor image of marble, nor arch of triumph . . that 
can match the durableness of an eloquent history. 2669 
Worlidge Syst. Agric. (1681) 90 No Timber natural to our 
English Soil exceeds the Oak, for its Plenty, Strength, and 
Durableness. 1776 Adam Smith W. iV. 1. xi. iil (1869) 1, 
221 The durableness of metals is the foundation of this 
steadiness of price. 1778 Eng. Gazetteer s.v, Barrington , 
A quarry of free-stone, .noted for its durabieness. 


DURANCE. 

f 3. Power of endurance. Cf. Durable 3 . Obs. 
2737 Bracken Farriery Impr. (1757} U* 5° F[ e • • exceeds 
our English Horse as to Durableness in travelling. _ 

Durably (cli{h>Tabli), adv. [i. as prec. + -ly 2 ,j 

1. In a durable or lasting manner; lastingly, 

<22586 Sidney (J.), Monuments engraved in marble, and 

yet more durably in men’s memories. _ 2646 Sir 'l . Browne 
Pseud. Ep. vii. xvi. 374 Yet did not his Successors durably 
inherit that scruple. 1775 Priestley On Air I. 320 A 
durably elastic Vapour. 2832 Lytton Godolpkmj Ihe 
habits of his mind were durably formed. 28S8 E. Ed- 
wards Raleigh 1. xv. 294 The play and the publication of 
the book strongly and durably affected Queen Elizabeth, 
fb. Continually; continuously. Obs. 

1555 Abp. Parker Ps. xlv, 134 The people so shall 
durably, To thee aye thankes pronounce. 2688 Boyle Final 
Causes Nat. Things t. 59 That weariness, which . . that 
durably constrained posture would be sure to give them. 
1797 Holcroft tr. Stolberg’s 'Trav. (ed. 2) III. Ixvii. 48 The 
mountain ceased to repeat its quick successive claps of 
thunder, and continued to roll it durably. 

2. So as to withstand wear or decay. 

2809 Pinkney Trav. France 125 Others being more 
duraoly constructed, were still habitable. 

f B ur acine, Ct. (sb.) Obs. [a. F. chiracine 
( 16 th c. in Littre, first as adj.) stone fruit with hard 
pulp, ad. L. durac in-us hard-berried, f. diirus hard 
+ acinus berry.] 

A. ^'. Applied to stone-fruit : Having a hard 
pulp. 33. sb. A cherry with a hard pulp. 

2578 Lyte Dodoens v. xl. 710 That kinde [of peach] whiche 
will not easily be separated from the stone, are called 
Duracina. 1601 Holland Pliny I. 448 The Duracine 
Cherries be the soueraign. which in Campaine are called 
Pliniana. 2655 Moufet & Bennet Health's Improv. (1746) 
294 Duracines, or in French Cceurs, or Heart-Cherries, 

. . are the firmest of all other. 

t Dtrral, tz.i A/us. Obs. [f. It. duro hard, 
harsh, in Music also ‘sharp'.] = Duke a. 2 . 

2609 Douland Ornith. Microl . 14 The Scale fl Durall is 
a Progression of Musicall Voyces, rising from A to £[ 
sharpely, that is, by the Voyce Mi. _ [1753 Chambers Cycl. 
Supp., Durrile or Duro, in the Italian music . . This name 
is given to B natural, by reason its sound is sharp, when 
compared with B mol, or flat.] 

Dural (diuo-ral), aP [f. Dura {dura mater) 
4 - -al.] Of or pertaining to the dura mater. 

2888 Medical News LII. 430 The dural vessels were well 
injected externally and internally. 1890 F. P. Foster Med. 
Diet., Dural, pertaining to the dura. 

(I Dura mater (diua-ra m<?‘'t 9 i). Anat. [Med.L. 
= hard mother ; literal translation of the Arabic 
XjaAxll umm al-^alidah or Li lit ttmni al - 

jafiyah (Boeth or) in the same sense, in accordance 
with the Arabic use of ‘father’, ‘mother *, ‘ son’, etc. 
to indicate relations between things.] The dense, 
tough, outermost membranous envelope of the 
brain and spinal cord. 

£•2400 La?tfranc s Cirurg. 112 An hard pannicle bat is to 
seie a cloob )? at is vndir )? e brayn panne. ,)>c which pan- 
nicle . . is clepid dura mater. 2525 tr, Brunswyke's Surg. 
A iv b/i (Stanf.) Than within be ij. small fleces named dura 
mater and pia mater, than the substance of the braynes. 
1717 Prior Alma in. 157 How could I play the com- 
mentator On dura and on pia mater? 2767 Gooch Treat. 
Wounds I. 270 The Dura Mater is an inelastic membrane, 
about the thickness of parchment, 2873 Mivart Elem. A nat. 
ix. 365 The solid structures which protect the cerebro-spinal 
axis are lined by a dense membrane — the dura mater. 

11 Duramen (diur^-men). Hot. [rare L, dura- 
men hardness ; a hardened or ligneous vine-branch 
(Columella), f. durdre to harden.] The central 
wood or heart- wood of an exogenous tree. 

1837 Penny Cycl. IX. 205/1. 1839 Carpenter Princ. 

Gen. <$■ Comp. Phys. § 329 The deposition of the products 
of secretion which gives strength and firmness to the dura- 
men, destroys or greatly diminishes its power of transmitting 
fluid. 1882 Vines Sacks' Bot. 133 The inner layers of 
alburnum are gradually transformed into duramen . . the 
cell-walls assuming a darker colour, from saturation with 
resin, colouring-substances, etc. The distinction between 
alburnum and duramen is very clear and well-marked in 
the oak, walnut, cherry, elm.. brazil wood, etc. 

Durance (diu**rims). [a. OF. durance dura- 
tion, f. durer to last, Dure : see -ance.] 
f 1. Continuance, duration ; lastingness. Obs. 

1494 Fabyan Chron. I. cv,. Some wry ters accom.pt the 
terme of the duraunce of this kyngdome from Cerdicus 
to Egbert, and some to the last yere of Aluredus. 2599 
A. M. tr. GabelhouePs Bk. Physicke 29/2 Let it soe rest in 
a sellar the durance of 14 dayes. 2698 Fryer A cc. E, India 
<$- P. 271 Had not that Instigator of Ills • - forbid its 
Durance by maliciously sowing Tares, 
t 2. Lasting quality, durability. Obs, 

159H9 T. M[oufet] Silkwormes 69 That compar’d with 
this is nought so fine. .Nor of like durance. 2663 Gerbier 
Counsel ro8 Precious Wood .. both for Colour, Aromatick 
smell and Durance, 2703 Art Vintners 23 It acquires a 
better durance and taste. 2847 Emerson Poems, Astrasa 
Wks. (Bohn) I. 444 The durance of a granite ledge. 
f 3. A stout durable cloth. (Cf. Durant sb.) Obs . 
2583 in North. N. 4- Q. I. 77 A payr of blew paynd hosse, 
drawin furthe wt Dewrance. 2588 Acc.-bk. of W. Wray 
in Antiquary (1896) Feb. 54 li pece cremosynge Duraunce 
..and one pece blacke duraunce. 1601 Cornwallyes Ess. 
(1632) xiii, I refuse to weare buffe for the lasting, and shall 
I be content to apparrell my braine in durance? 2709 Mrs. 
Crackenthorpe Female 2'atler in Malcolm, Aneca. 18 th 
C. (1808) 133 Shallons, durances, and right Scotch plaids. 
4:. Endurance (of toil or fatigue), arch. 
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DIXBETTO, 


X579 Spenser Shefik. Cal. Epil. 2 That . . time in durance 
shall outweare. 1611 Speed Hist Gt. Brit. v. vii % § 5. 38 
Their hardinesse , . partly natural!, and partly acquired by 
practise of their bodies to durance. 1881 R, Buchanan 
God <$■ Man III. 31 Many a man. .had saved himself from 
. .madness by the hard durance of toil. 

5 . Forced confinement, imprisonment; constraint. 
Now esp. in phr. in durance vile . Cf. Duress 3. 

X513 More in Grafton Chron. (1568) II. 773 Those that 
have not letted to put t: em in duraunce without colour, will 
let as little to procure their destruction without cause. 1568 
Grafton 'Chron. II. 82 His mother, which as yet was in 
durance in Englande. 1597 Shaks. 2 Hen. IV, v. v. 36 
Thy Dol . . is in base Durance, and contagious prison. 
1637 Sanderson Serm. II. 62 St. Paul being at durance in 
Rome, 1663 Boiler Hud. 1. hi. 995 Him they release 
from durance base. 1770 Burke Pres. Discont. Wks. 1842 

I. 130 This royal servitude and vile durance. 1791 Mac- 
kintosh Vind. Gallic® Wks. 1846 III. 9 To deliver the 
peerless and immaculate Antoinetta. .from the durance vile 
in which she has so long been immured in the Tuilleries. 
1794 Burns Esofius to Maria 57 A workhouse !, . In durance 
vile here must 1 wake and weep. 1841 Borrow Zincali I. 246 
The writer, who. . was in durance for stealing a pair of mules. 

f Durancy. Obs. rare, [see -ancy.] = prec.i. 

1647 H. More Song- of Saul n. i. 11. xlvii, A never fading 
duraneie Belongs to all hid principles of life. 1653 — Con- 
ject. C&bbal. (1662) 119 The permanency and stable durancy 
of the world, 

Durand, -ly, obs. north, forms of During, -ly. 
Burangite (diurse'qgsit). Min. [Named 
1869, fr°m Durango in Mexico.] A fl 110-arsenate 
of aluminium and sodium, in orange- red crystals. 

1869 Anier. Jrnl. Sc. Ser, n. XLVII I* 182, I propose for 
it the name Durangite. 

Burant (diu^’rant), a. and sb. [a. F. durant, 
pres. pple. of durer to last, continue, Dure ] 
t A. adj. Lasting, continuous ; current present. 
*455 Boston Lett . No. 237 I. 325 [To hear of his] durant 
prosperite and welfare. 1494 Fabyan Chron. 2 Of names 
of tymes, and of the duraunc yere. 1652 Marbury Comm. 
Habak. i. 2 Christ’s so frequent, so durant prayers. 1653 J. 
Hall Paradoxes 97 Can he. .suppose the greatnesseof his 
Master were constant and durant. 

B. sb, A woollen stuff called by some ‘ever- 
lasting’ (Webster, 1828) ; a variety of tammy. 

1766 W. Gordon Gen. Counting ho. 428 Superfine black 
durants. x8$x Offic. CataL Gt. Exhib. I. 98 Fabrics com- 
posed entirely of Wool, .Durants and Buntings. 1883 Beck 
Draper's Diet. s. v., Both Tamies and Durants were bot- 
pressed and glazed, hut the former were kept at the full 
width of the cloth, while the latter were creased. 

II Durante (diuros’iit/), pres pple. and prep . 
The Latin pres. pple. durans enduring, in ablative 
singular, used in absolute constructions 

a. In Latin phrases durante beneplacito , during 
pleasure ; durante vita , life enduring, during life. 

x6zi Debates Ho. of Lords (Camden) 63 Whether to be 
degraded durante vita. <21627 Middlf.ton Anyth, for 
Quiet Life iv. i. E iij, I cannot longer merit their durante 
bene placita. 1676 Wycherley PI Dealer v. Hi, To have 
the priviledges of a Husband, without the dominion : that is 
Durante beneplacito. 

t b. Hence, in English context, —During. Obs. 
1556 Aurelia <$• Isab. ( 1608) L viij, To take plesour durante 
thy lyfe. <2x641 Bp. Mountagu Acts Mon. (1642) 101 
Durante the minority of loas surviving. 1832 J. P. Kennedy 
Swallow B. xvi. (i860) 147 It was a grant durante the 
existence of the mill-pond. 

Duration (dhir^ujnn). [a. obs. F. duration, 
ad. late L. duratidn-em , n. of action f. diirare to 
harden, endure: see Duke v. Used by Chaucer, 
and then after 1600; not in Shaks.] 

1 . Lasting, continuance in time; the continuance 
or length of time ; the time during which a thing, 
action, or state continues. 

C1384 Chaucer H. Fame m. 1024 And yaf hem eke 
duracioun. c 1386 — /Cut's T, 2138 That same prince. . 
Hath stabilised in this wretched world adoun Certeyne 
dayes and duracioun [Corf ., Petw., Lansd. dominacioun] To 
al that is engendrid in this place, 16x4 Jackson Creed hi, 
xxx. § 5, 283 The actual 1 visibilitie of colours wholly depends 
vpon the light, as well for existence as duration. 1677 Gale 
Crt. Gentiles iv. 287 What is Duration, but the persevering 
of a thing in its existence ? 1685 Boyle Salub. Air 80 
Their duration was unequal, some lasting ten or fifteen days, 
and others longer. 17x1 Addison Sped. No. 94 r 5 That 
Space of Duration which we call a Minute. 1783 Cowper 
Let 24 Feb., The peace will probably be of short dura- 
tion, 1862 Sir B. Brodie Psychol Inq. II. iv. 118 The 
average duration of human life in the agricultural districts 
is beyond that of the great cities. 

t b. Lasting in use ; endurance of wear ; durable- 
ness, permanence. Obs. 

1637 Earl Monm. tr. Malvezzls Romulus $ Tarq . 139 
That Magistracy in States is of duration, which is content 
to execute as a Minister, not to command as a Lord. 
1665 Sir T. Herbert Trav. (1677) 380 Date., a Tree 
which both for quality, duration, and fruit is [etc. 3- 171a 

J. James tr. Le Blond’s Gardening mo. ABason..ofCiment, 
is preferable to all for its Duration. 1753 Hanway Trav. 
(1762) I. 111. xxxiv. 157 The brick, .appears to be ill prepared 
for duration. 

t 2 . Hardening. Obs. 

1612 Woodall Surg. Mate (1653) 270 Duration is either 
when things mollified at the fire are set in a cold place to 
harden : or by boyling . . do waxe hard. 1657 Tomlinson 
Renou’s Dtsp. 75 The doctrine of Mollition and Duration. 
Hence Dura*tionaX a., pertaining to duration. 
x88x Spottiswoode in Nature No. 623. 549 The durational 
character of this former is very much more marked than that 
of this latter. 


11 Durbar (dp'jbai). East Tndies. Also dap- 
bar. [Pers. and Urdu^l^c darbar coxal.] 

1 . The court. kept by an Indian ruler; a public 
audience or levee held by a native prince, or by a 
British governor or viceroy in India. 

2609 Hawkins in Purchas Pilgrims ( 16251 I. iv. 432 (Y.) 
An inner court where the King keepes his Darbar. 1663 
Sir T. Herbert Trav. (16771 98 This Noble Prince shews 
himself in the Durbar and Jarneo to the people not so oft 
as was expected. 1804 Wellington in Owen Wellesley’s 
Desp 298 To lay these communications before the Peishwa’s 
Durbar. x86z Beveridge Hist. India III. vni. vi. 475 
The Maharanee held durbars daily. x88x Sir W. Hunter 
in EncycL Brit. XII. 8x1 On January 1, 1877, Queen 
Victoria was proclaimed Empress of India at & darbar of 
unequalled magnificence, held on the historic fridge ’ over- 
looking the Mughal capital of Delhi. 1887 Twiestwuzkly 
ed.) 12 Aug. 1/2 A grand Durbar was held . . by Mr. Cros- 
th waite the Commissioner at Mandalay. 

attrib, 1867 Evening Star 7 Dec., The beautiful durbar- 
tent of red and yellow silk. 

2 . The hall or place of audience. 

1793 Hodges Trav. India 105 In the inner court are the 
remains of the durbar, or hall of public audience, 1888 
Quiver July 673/1 The Durbar, a large audience hall, 
which forms a part of every Eastern palace. 

Durdum, var. of Dirdum. 

Dure (duDi), v. arch, and dial. Also 4 duyre, 
dyre, 4-6 dour,e, 5 deure, dewre, dowre, 

6 duer. [a. F. dure r to last, continue, persist, 
+ extend :—L. dura-re to harden, be hardened, 
endure, hold out, last, f. ditr-us hard.] 

1 . intr. To last, continue in existence, arch, 
c 1275 Lay. 26708 Al bane day long durede J?at fiht strong. 
c 13x5 Shoreham 3 Hy ne mose naujt dury. c 1330 R. 
Brunne Chron. Pref. (1810) 189 pare biriels he fiouht to 
honoure With som {ring pat ay myght dome. 13. . Minor 
Poems fr. Vernon MS. xxxvii. 793 Monnes lyf nis bote 
schort : Sone wol hit go ; Bote pe sely soule Duyreb euer- 
mo. <7x450 Merlin 32 As longe as the worlde dureth shall 
thi boke gladly ben herde. 1526-34 Tindale Matt. xiii. 21 
Yet hath he no rotts in him selfe, therfore dureth but a 
season. 1533 Bellenden Livy iv. 11822) 321 Tbare 
empire durit nocht lan g. 1575 Churchyard Chipfes (1817) 

07 This bickring duerd, foure hours and more at lest. 1664 
Evelyn Sylva (1776) 261 The wood being preserved dry, 
will dure a very long time. 1669 Worlidge Syst. Agric. 
(168x1 247 You may change for the other, and so make your 
sport dure the longer. x8yi R. Ellis Catullus xevi. 6 
In thy love dureth a plenary joy. 1882 in W. Wore. Gloss. 

f 2 . To persist, * hold out’ in action ; to continue 
in a certain state, condition, or place. Obs. 

1297 R. Glouc. (1724) x8x He po:;te..to Wynne jut al 
Europe, jyf he my3te dure. 13.. Coer de L. 2937 The 
Sarezynes myghten nought doure, And flowen into the 
heye toure. £1477 Caxton Jason 8 b, [They] persecuted 
them with their arowes as long as they dmed. a 1510 
Douglas K. Hart 469 For so in dule he micht no langar 
dure, a 1541 Wyatt Despair counselleth, etc. Poet. Wks. 
97 Against the stream thou mayst not dure. 1573 Satir. 
Poems Reform, xlii. 639 As the body can not dure, Except 
in sesoun men procure Fude in dew tyme it to sustene. 
f 3 . To continue or extend onward in space. Obs , 
<21300 Floriz Sf Bl. 2x0 Babilloine. , Dureb abute furten- 
ni3t jonde. ^1400 Maundev. (1839) vi. 67 There begyn- 
nethe the Vale of Ebron, that dureth nyghe to Jerusalem. 
1481 Caxton Myrr, 1. xvii. 52 Lyke as a flye goth 
round aboute a round apple In like wyse myght a man 
goo rounde aboute therthe as ferre as therthe dureth. 
C1500 Melusine xxxvi. 281 Nygh therby was a forest that 
dured a myle. 

f 4 . trans. To sustain, undergo, bear (pain, op- 
position, etc.) ; to endure, Obs. 

1297 R. Glouc. (1724) 335 3 yfheo yt may dure, cx 400 
Ywaine <§• Gaw. 2634 Might thare none his dimes dour. 
<1x533 Ld. Berners Huon Ixvii. 232 Durynge grete sorow 
in y e horryble pryson. 1594 Marlowe & Nashe Dido iv. iii. 
I may not dure this female drudgery. 1598 Marston Pyg- 
tnal. Sat. 1. (1764) 138 He that ..arm’d in proofe, dare dure 
a strawes strong push. 

5 . To harden : see During vhl. sb. 2. 

Dure (diu*ei), a. arch. Also 4 dur, 5 deure, 
6 Sc. duiue. [a. F. dur, dttrei—h. diirus hard: 
cf. also Dour.] 

1 . Hard. lit. and jig. 

cx 375 Sc. Leg. Saints, Andreas 621 Gyf bat bu sa dur 
wil be pat bu wil nocht consent to me. 1412-20 Lydg. Chron. 
Troy 1. vi, His bryght skaies were so hard and dure. 1567 
Satir. Poems Reform, iv 155 As the woirme that workis 
vnder cuire At lenth the tre consumis that is duire. 1567 
Turberv ; Ovid's Epist. 47 That place with dure and 
deadly dinte hath Cupid erased earst. 1664 Flodden F. 
viii. 80 Blows with bils most dure was delt. 1848 Lytton 
Harold ix. i, In reply to too dure a request. 1885 R. F. 
Burton iooi Nts. I. 111 The last judgment will deal them 
durer pains and more enduring. 

p 2 . Mus. Sharp. (In quot. applied to the note 
now called B natural, as distinguished from B flat.) 
[cf. F. dur, formerly used in same sense.] 

1609 Douland Omith. Microl. 15 The Scale of dure, and 
where the Mutations are made. Ibid. 16 For h dures are not 
changed into b mols, nor contrarily. 

Hence Dtrrely adv . ; Du’reness, stubbornness. 
c 1375 AV. Leg ; Saints, Jacobus {minor) 337 pe lowis.. 
wald [not] mend bar wikit liffis. .bot in to durnes ay abad. 
c }477 Caxton Jason 102 He made his heed hurtle ayenst 
his crawpe right sore and durely. 

Dure, obs. form of Dauje, Deer, Door. 

# t Duree, dure, sb. Obs. [a. F. durde (1 2th c. 
in Hatz.-Darm.) duration, f. durer to endure.] a. 
Power of endurance, b. Duration. 


CX330 R. Brunne Chron. (x8xo) x6 pe kynges folk was 
litellc, it liad no dure. On the nyght he fled away, }>at non 
suld him se. — Chron. Wace (Rolls) 14123 pen myghte 
Moddred haue no duree, Ne no fot helden his meynee. 

t Du reful, a. Obs. [f. Dure v. + -ful.j Last- 
ing, continuing, durable. 

1594 Spenser Amoretti vi. The durefull Oake, whose sap 
is not yet dride. 1596 —F. Q. iv. x. 39 Neither pretioiis 
stone, nor durefull brasse. 1614 Raleigh Hist. World 1. 
(1634) 56 A durefull continuance. 

t Du reless, a. Obs. [f. as prec. + -less.] 
Not lasting, unenduring, transient. 

16x4 Raleigh Hist World 1. (1634) 23 The false and 
durelesse pleasures of this Stage-play World. 1636 Featly 
Clavis Myst. xlv. 664 As lasting as die other is durelesse. 

Bureresqjue (dz/rere-sk), a. [see -ksque.] i Q 
the style or manner of Albert Durer (1471-1528), 
the most distinguished Renascence artist of 'Ger- 
many, fain ous both as painter and as engraver on 
copper and on wood. 

x86o Ruskin Mod. Paint. V. ix. ii. § 13. 213 Trace this 
fact , through Greek, Venetian, and Dureresque art. 1893 
Nation (N. Y.) 23 Mar. 221/1 Nor does lie rely upon Greek 
drapery or Diireresque handling for success as book deco- 
rator. 1896 Westm. Gaz. 23 Mar. 2/x Dureresque as it is in 
its treatment. 

Duress, duresse (diure*s,cliu0-res) 5 ^. Forms: 

4- 9 duresse, 4 duresce, (5 dwresse, dewresse), 

5- 7 dures, 7- duress, [a. obs. F. duresse , -esce, 
-ece, hardness, oppression, constraint :—L. durit ia 

duriiies), n. of quality 1 ditr-us hard.] 
t L Hardness ; roughness, violence, severity; 
hardiness of endurance, resistance, etc.; firmness. 

c 1400 Test. Love 1. i, By duresse of sorowe. c 1440 
Promp. Parv. 135/2 Dwresse, or hardenesse, duricies . c 1460 
Ross La Belle Dame 463 in Pol. Rel. # L. Poems\i866 67 
An herte of suche duresse .. ye Wynne al this diffame by 
cruelte. 1651 N. Bacon Disc. Govt. Eng. 11. ii. 13 What he 
did was done by duress of mind. 

t 2 . Harsh or severe treatment, infliction of hard- 
ship; oppression, cruelty ; harm, injury ; affliction. 

[1292 Britton v. iii. § x Sauntz duresce fere.] <7x320 
Seuyn Sag. iW.) 2189 Ac yif thou do thi sone duresse. 
c 1350 Wit. Palerne 1074 pe duresse pat he \vr0u3t. c 1430 
Lydg. Min. Poems 1x8 (Mktz.) The wolfe in fieldis the shepe 
doth grete duresse. X508 Dunbar Gold. Targe 170 Tliair 
scharp assayes mycht do no dures To me. 1673 in Jackson's 
Wks. (1844) IX. 27 x Taught to hunt counter for pleasure, 
and seek delights in difficulties and duresses. 

3 . Forcible restraint or restriction ; confinement, 
imprisonment; = Durance 5. b. Harshness or 
strictness of confinement (cf. senses 1 and 2). 

c 1430 Life St. Kath. (Roxb. 1884) *3 She wyl. .put me in 
duresse as bouj I were a faytour. c 1470 Harding Chron. 
(Prose add. Harl. MS.) exevi. 353 Kynge Richarde vnder 
dures of prison in the Toure of London. 1577- 87 Holinshed 
Chron. II. 40/1 He was suddenlie apprehended .. and kept 
in duresse, by reson that he was .suspected to be of no 
sound religion. 1651 N. Bacon Disc . Govt. Eng. 11. lix.188 He 
kept the whole Synod in duress to have their votes for the 
election of his Son to be his successor. x8oo Wellington 
in Gurw. Desp. I. 249 What, then, is the degree of duresse 
which is to constitute imprisonment ? 1857 Toulmin Smith 
Parish 376 Persons in prisons, workhouses, asylums, hos- 
pitals, or under any form of duress. x88o McCarthy Own 
Times IV. lvi. 222 Some of the missionaries had been four 
years in duresse. 

4 , Constraint, compulsion; spec, in Law , Con- 
straint illegally exercised to force a person to 
perform some act. 

Such compulsion may be by actual imprisonment, by 
threat of imprisonment or of loss of life or limb, or by phys- 
ical violence. A deed or contract made under duress is void- 
able on a plea of duress at a subsequent trial. 

1596 Spenser F. Q. iv. xii. 10 If he should through pride 
your doome undo, Do you by duresse him compell thereto, 
And in this prison put him here. x6ox~2 Fulbecke xst PL 
Parall. 3 If an infant make., a lease by dures, if the lessee 
en ter, the infant may haue an assise. 1643 Prynne/ww. Power 
Pari . 11. 78 A Marriage, Bond, or deed made by Duresse or 
Menace, are good in Law, and not meerly void, but voidable 
only upon a Plea and Tryall. 1765 Blackstone Comm. I. i. 
131 The constraint a man is under in these circumstances is 
called in law duress , from the Latin durides, of which there 
are two sorts; duress of imprisonment, where a man actually 
loses his liberty, .and duress per minus, where the hardship 
is only threatened and impending. 1768-74 Tucker Lt. 
Nat. (1852) I. 550 The man was under duresse, and his act 
not voluntary, but imposed upon him by force. 1876 
Digby Real Prop. x. § 1. 369 Similar principles apply to 
conveyances by persons under duress , that is, under pres- 
sure of illegal bodily restraint, or of danger to life or 
limb. 1896 W. T. Stead Pref. to Keble's Chr. V. 2, I 
made the omissions with reluctance, under duress from the 
inexorable printer. 

b. ellipt. for plea of duress. 

1613 Sir H. Finch Law (1636) 10 One imprisoned till he 
bee content to make an obligation . . being at large, yet he 
shall auoid it by dures of imprisonment. 

t Dure ss, V. Obs. [f. prec. sb.] trans. To 
subject to duress, constraint, or oppression. Hence 
+ Dure ssor, he who sul ejects another to duress. 
ax 626 Bacon Max. $ Uses Com. Law xxii. (1636) 81 If 
the party duressed doe make any motion or offer. Ibid., If 
it had beene moved from the duressor, who had said [etc.]. 

tDuret. Obs. [Etym. obscure, (cf. OF. duret 
dim. of dur hard.)] A kind of dance. 

x6i2 Beaum. & Fl. Masque at Gray’s Inn Stage Direct., 
The knights take their ladies to dance with them galliards, 
durets, corantoes. 

|| Duretto. Obs. Also -etta, -ette, -etty. 
[a. It. dwetto , dim. of duro hard L. duru-tn 
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hard.] A coarse or stout sort of stuff; app. so 
named from its durable quality. Also attrib. 

16x9 Purchas Microcosm, xxvii. 269 The new deuised 
names of Stuffes and Colours . . the lying names of Perpetu- 
al and Duretto. 1638 Sir T. Herbert Trav. (ed. 2) 27 
These Mohelians. .are cut and pinckt in several works, upon 
their duretto skins, face, armes, and thighs. 1639 Mayne 
City Match r. v. in Hazl. Dodsley XIII. 222, I never durst 
be seen Before my father out of duretta and serge. 1641 
L. Roberts Treas. Trapp. 41 Grograme-yarne of which is 
made 'lathes [? Janes], Grograms, Durettes, silke-mohers. 
1660 Act 12 Chets. //, c. 4 Sched., Durance or Duretty. 

j| Durgah (dtfrga'. E. Indies. Also durgaw. 

[Pers. slfjo dargdh royal court ; gate, door, large 
bench.] In India, * The shrine of a (Mohammedan) 
saint, a place of religious resort and prayer.’ ( Yule.) 

1793 Hodges Trav. India. 87 On some of the highest of 
these hills I observed durgaws, or burial places, with little 
chapels annexed, belonging to the Mussulmans. 1845 
Stocqukler Handbk. Brit. India (1854) 293 In a durgah, 
or mosque outside the town, lie the bones of Chanda Sahib, 

Birrgan, -en. dial. [This and dial, durgy 
dwarfish, are app. derived from some of the forms 
mentioned under Dwarf.] An undersized person 
or animal ; a dwarf. 

1706 Phillips 'ed. Kersey), Durgen, a little thick and 
short Person ; a Dwarf. 1730 Fielding Tom Thumb n. v, 
And can my princess such a durgen wed ( 7 . e. Tom Thumb] ? 
1890 Gloucester Gloss., Durgan, a name for an undersized 
horse in a large team. ^ 

)| Durian (dttrran, du<»*rian). Also 6~ durion, 
6-7 duryoen, 7 duroyen, 8 durean, 9 dorian. 
[Malay durian , f. (SjjJ diin, thorn, prickle ; 

so called from its prickly coat (Marsden).] The 
oval or globular fruit of Durio zibet hinus, N.O. 
Sterculiacese , a tree of the Indian Archipelago ; it 
has a hard prickly rind and luscious cream-coloured 
pulp, of a strong civet odour, but agreeable taste ; 
also the tree itself. 

2588 Parke tr.^ Mendoza's Hist. China 393 There is 
one, y i is called in the Malaca tongue Durion, and is so 
good that'., it doth exceede in savour all others that euer 
they had seene, or tasted. 1634 Sir T. Herbert Trav. 
184 The Duroyen .. may be called an Epitome of all 
the best and rarest fruits. 1697 Dampier Voy. I. xi. 3x9 
The Trees that bear jhe Durians, are as big as Apple Trees 
. . the Fruit . . as white as Milk, and as soft as Cream, and 
the taste very delicious. 1727 A. Hamilton New Acc. E. 
Ind. II. xxxix. 81 The Durean is another excellent Fruit, 
but offensive to some Peoples Noses, for it smells very like 
human Excrements, but when once tasted the Smell vanishes. 
1884 Q. Rev. Apr. 332 Loftiest in height^ as unrivalled in 
excellence of flavoured fruit, the royal durion. 1887 Anna 
Forbes Insulinde itx The durian, of which Mr. Wallace 
says that it is worth a voyage t® the East to taste it. 

During (difb>*rig), vbl. sb [f. Dure v. + -ing 1 .] 

1 . The action of the verb Dure : duration. 

C1374 Chaucer Boeth. iv. pr, iv. 09 (Camb. MS.) Yif they 

weere of lengere durynge. 1382 Wyclif r Esdras iv. 40 
Mageste of alle duringis aboue time \aevorum\. 1526 
Pilgr. Per/. (W.-de W. 1531! 241 Howshorte they [rych esse] 
be in during, a x66i Fuller IVortkies m. (.1662) 38 Long 
the during thereof. 

2 . Hardening ; induration. In quot. attrib. 

1804 Hull Advertiser 30 Tune 2/3 A Bark-Mill, three 

Leather-houses, two During-shades. 

During, ppl. a. [f. as prec. 4- -ing ‘A] That 
dures ; lasting, continuing. 

1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. vn. x. (1495) 230 Fallynge 
euylles ben moost duringe and harde to heefe. 1568 T. 
Howell Arb. Amitie^ (1873) 51 Nor canst thou stop the 
trumpe, that sounds hir during fame. 2602 Weevrr Mirr. 
Mart. D j, Marble . .and during Adamant. 1633 Bp. Hall 
Hard Texts, N. T. 226 Charity is a during ana perpetual 
grace. 1830 Blackie ABschylus II. 15 Close-linked chains 
of during adamant. 

During (diu<>Tir)\ pres. pple. and prep, {conj.) 
Also 5 dewer-, 6 dueling. 

1 1 . The pres. pple. of Dure v. — enduring, lasting, 
continuing, was used in Fr. and Eng. in a con- 
struction derived from the Latin ‘ablative absolute’; 
thus L. vita durante , OF. vie durant, Eng. life 
during, while life endured or endures. 

c X440 Jacob's Well (E. E. T. S.) 271 Sche was comoun 
to alle hat wolde haue here, xv. gere durynge, 1480 Caxton 
Chron. Eng. lxxxviii 72 She neuer was seyn among folke 
hir Jyf durynge. 1523 Ld. Berners Froiss. I. xxxviii. 52 
This sege durynge, ther were many skirmysshes. 1542 5 
Brinklow Lament. If. 12, I.. will continuallye, my lyfe 
duringe, praye vnto the euerlyuinge God. 

The participle also often stood before the sb., 
e. g. L. durante hello , F. durant la guerre, Eng. 
during ike war; in which construction during 
came in the modern langs. to be treated as 
2 . prep. Throughout the whole continuance of; 
hence, in the course of, in the time of. 

c r 3 ®S Chaucer L. G. W. Prol. 283 (MS. Gg. 4. 27) Stede- 
faste wedewys durynge alle here lyuys. a 1400- 50 A lexander 
ui8 In damaging of Darius durand [Dublin endurandj 
his lyfe. 14.. h.pipk. in Tund ale's Vis. 103 This contynued 
duryng mony a yere. 1548 Hall Chron., Edw. IV, 221 An 
annuitie ofan.C. 1 . [,£ 100] duryng his lyfe. 1585 T. Washing- 
ton tr. Nicholay's Voy, 1. xxii. 29 AI that which during our 
voyage was happened unto us. 1648 Bury Wills (Camden) 
2°3 Dureing the terme of her natural I life. 1670 J. Smith 
Eng. Improv, Reviv'd 77 Trees may live during the world. 
*078 Lady Ch a worth in 12th Rep. Hist . MSS. Qomm. App. 
v. 49 Judge North, who supplies the Lord Chancelors place 


during his being sicke. 1754 Hume Hist. Eng. (iZtd) I. iv. 
281 During the course of seven hundred years. . x86o Tyn- 
dall Glac. 1. xxiii. x6i During the night the rain changed 
to snow. 2885 Act 48 ft 49 Viet. c. 58 § 2 The hours during 
which the offices.. shall be open. 

f 3 . conj. While ; until. (Also during that.) 
Obs. rare. [of. F. durant que, pendant que.] 

1593 T. Bedingfeld tr. Maccltiavelli's Florentine H ist. 192 
During that these matters. . were handled in Toscana. 1633 
Gloria Narcissus 1. 308 To remaine . . during a necessary 
conveniency might also be had for the repairing of her own 
ship. 1693 Mem. Cut. Teckely iv. 32 During the Christians 
and the Turks were seeking one another for fighting. 

t DuTingly, &dv. Obs. [f. During ppl. a. + 
-ly 2 .] Lasuugiy, continuously; for a long time. 

24x3 Pilgr. Sowle (Caxton 1483) iv. xxvii. 72 Yeuen hym 
only to kepen hym duryngly. c 2440 Jacob’s Well 
(E. E. T. S.i 246 pe meke seruyth smertly, & lyjtly, & 
strongly, and duryngly. c 1473 Rauf Coil$ear 17 The deip 
durandlie draif in mony deip dell. 

Duritike, obs. (erron.) form of Diuretic. 
t Durity ( diu»*riti). Obs. [ad. L. duritds , n. of 
quality f. dunes hard. Cf. F. dureti (13th c.), 
earlier OF. durtE] Hardness, lit. and fig. 

1543 Traheron Vigo’s Chimrg. n. iv. 19 Apostemes 
whyche encline to corruption thorough duritees and harde- 
nes. 2623 Cocker am, Duritie , harshnesse, crueltie, hard- 
nesse. 1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. u. i. 55 [Chrystall] 

. . commeth short of their [gemmes*] compactnesse and durity. 
1772 T. Nugent tr. Hist. Friar Gerund 1 . 533 What motive 
could induce.. to such durity severe. 2795 tr. Merciers 
Fragments I. 154 Physical durity. .engenders moral durity. 
Diirk, -e, obs. forms' "of Dirk, Dark. 

Burling, -yng, obs. forms of Darling. 
Durmast (dzkimast). [A recent word. The 
first element is doubtful (see Note below); the 
second is Mast, fruit of forest tree.] A sessile- 
flowered sub-species or variety of oak {Quercus 
pubescens , or Q. sessilifiora ) : see quot. 1866. 
(Usually durmast-oak.) 

1791 T. Nichols Obs. on Oak Trees 24 There are two 
different sorts of oak growing in the [New] forest, one the 
true english..the other is called by the woodmen in the 
forest the dur mast oak, which I believe to be the second 
sort of oak, described by Mr. Miller . . the wood of which is 
not so strong. 2792 Martyn Flora Rust. I, A branch 
. .received from Mr. Nichols out of the New Forest, where 
it is known by the name of the Durmast Oak. 2842 Penny 
Cycl. XIX. 212/2 What is called the Durmast oak.. seems 
to us a slight variety of Q. sessilifiora, with the leaves 
pubescent on the under side. x 856 Treas. Bot. 949 The 
wood of Q. sessilifiora, oxT)mmastasit is called, is described 
as darker, heavier, and more elastic than that of Q. pedun . 
culata, less easy to split, not so easy to break, yet the least 
difficult to bend. 

[Note. The original authority for ‘ durmast * appears to be 
Nichols, on whose information Martyn inserted it in his ed. 
of Miller’s Dictionary, whence it has passed into general 
book use. According to W. Atkinson in Trans. Hori. Soc . 
(1833) I. 336, the name appears to have been mistaken: he 
says * The woodmen in the Forest call certain oaks that have 
dark-coloured acorns Dun-mast, but those dun-coloured 
acorns are found both of the Q. peduncnlata and Q. sessili- 
fiora ; I have raised trees from them, and consider them as 
only accidental varieties, and. that the colour of the acorns 
may be occasioned by something peculiar in the soil (No 
ground has been found for connecting ‘durmast’ with F. 
dure tin or Ger. dilrreicke, varieties of the oak. Welsh derw 
is, of course, out of the question.)] 

Burn (d£.m). Now dial. Forms: 4-7 dome, 
5 dirn, dyrn, 6 doorne, 6-7 durne, 7 dourne, 
9 dern, durn. [Widely used in dialects, Lincoln- 
shire to Cornwall : app. from Norse. Cf. in same 
sense OSw. dymi, Norw. dyrn, Sw. dial, donie 
*durnja- deriv. oi*duron, durn (Goth pi. daurons, 
Crim-Goth. ilium ) door, f. dur- Door.] 

A door-post, when made of solid wood ; usually in 
pi. The framework of a doorway. 

<71325 Gloss IV. de Bellssw. in Wright Voc. 270 E entre 
la teste la suslyme [Gloss, over-slay, MS. Cambr. hover- 
dome]. 2408 Nottingham Rec. II. 58 Unum hostium. 
cum dirnis de chelario . . unum hostium et unum par de 
dyrnes. 2303 Cknrchw. Acc . Yeti ton (Somerset Rec. Soc.) 
227 For hewyng of y* dornenys of y® seyd dor. 2391 Per- 
civall Sp. Diet,, Bafimte.de puerta , the doornes of a 
doore, anta. cx6oo Nordkn Spec. Brit., Cornw. 59 The 
fayre freehewed stone vvyndowes, the Durnes and wrowght 
Dorepostes, are converted to private mens purposes. 1630 
Churchw. Acc. Tavistock in Worth 71 Par. Acc, (1887) 44 
Paid Stephen Browne the mason for makinge of new durnes. 
2787 Grose Provinc, Gloss., Durn , gate-posts, N forth]. 
2835 Kingsley Wesfw. Hot xiv. (1862) 237 So I just put my 
eye between the wall and the dern of the gate, and I saw 
him come up to the back door. 1880 E. Cornwall Gloss,, 
Derns, the wooden frame in which a door swings. 2886 
Cole W. Lincolnsh. Gloss. s.v. Door-dern, I am sure the 
doors were in, leastways the derns were. 1888 El worthy 
W. Somerset Word-bk., Darns, the frame of a door in situ 
. . applied to a solid door-frame. Ibid., Dum-kead, the cross 
piece at the top of a door-frame. 

b. Mining. Burns ^ as a sing.), A frame of 
timbering; also called Door-stead (b). 

2778 Pryce Mitt. Comnb. 266 If the ground is very loose 
on all sides, they make a Durns . . which for a Shaft is 
square like the frame of a window, and for an Adit is 
the same as a door case. 1877 tr. Callon’s Led. Mining 
I. 257 (Cent. s.v. Set), A gallery requires what are called 
frames (sets or durnzes) for its proper support. 

Burn : see Dare v± 

Durned, var. of Darned, enphem. for Damned, 
2876 Besant & Rice Gold. Butterfly viii, It was the 
durndest misbegotten location, .that ever called itself a city. 


2895 HarpeVs Mag. Mar. 648/r Palaces be durned l Ex- 
cuse my French. 

ii Buro (dw'n?). [Sp. ; for peso duro bard ot 
solid piastre.] The Spanish silver dollar, or piastre. 

2832 W. Irving Alhambra 39 <Stanf.) A peseta (the fifth 
of a duro, or dollar). 2869 in Mem. 4 Rent. J. D. Burns 
v. Si The talk of the Brazilians was of Spanish duros, bales 
of cotton, and yellow fever. 

+ Bu TOUS, a. Obs. rare. [f. L. dur -us hard + 
-ous.j Hard. 

2666 J. Smith Old Age fed. 2) 186 They [glandules] all off 
them vary much from their primitive tenderness and big- 
ness, and so become more durous. 

tBuroy (duroi*). Obs. Also 7 deroy. [Of 
uncertain origin ; perk. Fr. du rot of the king. 

Glossaire to Encyclopedic Mithodique (1790) vol. II gives 
l Duroi, etoffe de laine, rase et seche, dans Ie genre ae la 
tanuse, mais moms large et plus serree \] 

A kind of coarse woollen fabric formerly manu- 
factured in the west of England; akin to the stuffs 
called tammies. (Not the same as corduroy.) 

1619 Purchas Microcosm, xxvii. 269 The Colours of Gin* 
gelline, Grideline, Deroy, Elderado, Droppe du Berry. 2722 
Lond . Gaz. No. 6089/4 Wearing a grey Duroy Coat and 
Wastcoat. 2722 De Foe Col. Jack (1840) 331 Fine sillc 
drugget and duroys. 1769 De Foe’s Tour Gt. Brit . I. 93. 
1778 Eng. Gazetteer fed. 2.) s.v. Somersetshire , The manu- 
factures are chiefly fine cloths, druggets, duroys, shalloons, 
serges. 1807 Vancouver Agric. De%>on (1813) 385 Those 
[manufactures] formerly carried on at North and South Mol- 
ton, consisted chiefly of duroys, serges, and other light cloths. 

II Burra, dhnrra <du*ra). ' Also dourra, 
doura^h, dura, doora(h, durrah, dhourra. 
[Arabic tfurah, Hurrah . ] A kind of corn, 

Indian Millet ( Sorghum vulgare). 

1798 Malthus Popul. 1. x. (1806) I. 2x4 A little flat cake 
of barley or dourra. 1832 Veg. Su-bst. Food 117 Panicled 
Millet is the species most usually cultivated . . In India it is 
called jovaree ; in Egypt and Nubia dhourra. 2867 Baker 
Nile Tribut. 77 The dhurra .. is the grain most commonly 
used throughout the Soudan. 1876 S. Manning Land oj 
Pharaohs 67 Riding through some fields of doorah. and 
vetch. 2877 A. B. Edwards Up Nile vi. 140 The strip of 
cultivated soil, green with maize or tawny with doora. 

attrib . 1834 Penny Cycl. II. 212/1 Dates, durra-bread, and 
fish. 1883 V. Stuart Egypt 27 Coarse, reed-like dourra 
straw. 1885 Times 3 Jan. 12 The whole district is busy just 
now with the durrah harvest. 

Durre, obs, f. Dare v . i , Door. 

Burst, pa. t. (and dial. pa. pple.) of Dare zl 1 
Burt, Durwe, obs. forms of Dirt, Dwarf. 
Xhirward, -warth, obs forms of Door ward. 
t Burze, v- dial. Obs. Also durse. inir. C>f 
corn : To shed the grains, as when over-ripe, trans. 
To shake or beat out (corn) from the ear. 

1642 Best Farm. Bks. (Surtees) 50 If they [mowers] shoulde 
not follow the corne, and goe with the winde, the oates 
woulde slipe and durze extreamely with the cradles. Ibid. 
32 [They] remove things out of the way, fey up dursed 
corne, and lye strawe on the floqres. 2674-92 Ray N. C. 
Words 23 Durz’d or Dorz’d out ; it is spoken of Corn, that 
by Wind' turning of it, etc. js beaten out of the Straw. Ibid. 
57 Corn— so dry that it easily durses out. 

Dus, obs. iorm of does, etc. : see Do v. 
Dusan(e, obs. form of Dozen. 

Duschet, obs. Sc. f. Doucet (sense 2), a kind of 
pipe or flute. 

1583 Leg. Bp. St. Androis 88 in Satir. Poems Reform. 
xlv, Bot for to tell what text he tuike, Dysertis Duschet 
was the buike. Ibid. 270 Vpon his duschet vpe he played. 
Duseanne, obs. form, of Douctn. 

Duseliche, obs. form of Dizzily. 
t Duseling. Obs. [app. f. Ger. duseln to be 
dizzy. Cf. Dozzle.] Dizziness, giddiness. 

2562 Hollybush Horn. Apoth. 36 a, If it is a liote humor 
. . he hath a duselynge. 

Duselle, obs. form of Dossil. 

Duseperys, var. Douzepeus, Obs. 

Dusey, dusie, obs. forms of Dizzy, 

Bush. (d»J), v. Obs. exc. Sc. Forms : 4 dusshe, 
4-6 dusche, 6- dush. [Found in 14th c. : perh. 
a modification of Dash, expressing the same kind 
of action with a suggestion of more muffled sound : 
cf. crash , crush. 

But there aresimilarcontinental words, as Ger. dial. duschen, 
diischen, dnssen, to beat, strike, knock, box (see Grimm, 
s.v D it sen-) ; E.Fris. dossen to beat, etc. Cf. Douse. ] 

1 1 . inlr. To move with violent impulse or col- 
lision ; to rush or strike forcibly against something ; 
to fall with a thud. Obs. 

23. . E. E. A Hit. P. B. 1538 Such a dasande drede dusched 
to his hert. c 1400 Destr. Troy 6410 He dusshet, of j>e 
dynt, dede to ]>e ground. c 2430 Henry son Mor. Fab. 37 
For dread of death bee dushed ouer ane Dyke And brack 
his neck. 2313 Douglas AEneisx. vi. 109 Owt throw the 
scheyld..Duschit the dynt. 

2 . trans. To push or throw down violently. 

2783 Burns Vision i. 45, I glowr’d as eerie’s I’d been 
dusht In some wild glen. 2825 Brock ett N. C. Gloss., 
Dush, to push with violence. 2892 Northumb , Gloss., 
Dush, to thrust, to strike. ((>bs.) 

Hence Du'shing vbl. sb. 

2340 Hampole Pr. Consc. 7352 Raumpyng of devels and 
dyngyng and dusching. 

tBush, sb. Obs. exc. Sc. Also 4 6dusch(e, 
dosche. [f. prec. vb.] A violent blow, stroke, or 
impact; the sound of violent collision. 
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*375 Barbour Bruce xm. 147 [Thai] with axis sic duschis 
gaff, c 1400 Melayne 470 A fire Jxm fro ]>e crosse gane 
frusche, And in the Sara3ene eshne it gaffe a dosche. 
c 2425 VVyntoun Cron. ix. xxvii. 407 Dusch for dusch, and 
dynt for dynt. 1513 Douglas Mitels v. iii. 82 With mony 
lasche and dusche, The carteris smat thar horsis fast in 
teyn. 1819 W. Tennant Papistry Storm'd (1827) 144 
Heav’n rattles wi’ the dunnerin’ dush. 
t Bust, Obs., foolish : see Dizzy <35. 1. 

+ Du*silec. Obs. [Early ME., f. dust, Dizzy + 
•lee, -leke, -leche, suffix of action or function.] 
Foolishness, folly. 

a 1225 Leg. Kath. 425 Nis hute dusilec al ]?aet ha driueS, 
t Dtt'SlSCllip. Obs. [as prec. + -ship.] «= prec. 
at 225 Leg. Kath. 1S17 To longe we habbeS idriuen tire 
dusischipes. <2*225 Ancr. R. 182 Nout fiet [sicnesse] sum 
keccheS (ruruh hire owune dusisehipe. 

Husk (d#sk), a . and sb. Forms : 3 deosc, 
deosk, dose, 3-6 dosk, 5-6 duske, doske, 6- 
dusk. [Origin and phonetic history obscure, 

OE. had in the same, or an allied sense, dox, which, if 
—*dosc, would repr. anOTeut. *dusko-z : — Aryan *dhnskos, 
to which Kluge refers also L .fttscus. The relation of mod. 
dusk to OE. do. v, *dosc, presents some difficulties, both as 
to the vowel, and, still mot e, in regard to the final consonant- 
group, Few of our words in -sk are of OE. origin ; OE. 
-sc normally gives -sh in later English, e.g. in ash, dish , 
fish, bush, rush\ so that from OE. dose we should expect 
dosh, or, at least, as in the case of ask and tusk, ME. and 
mod. forms in -sh, and -x, beside the -sk form ] 

A. adj. (Now largely supplanted by dusky l) 

' 1 . Dark from absence of light; dim, gloomy, 
shadowy; dark-coloured, blackish ; dusky. (Now 
usually in reference to twilight : cf. B. 2.) 

[a 1000 Aldkelm Gloss (. Anglia XIII. 28 No. 8) Fitrva , 
dohx. — OE. Gloss, in' Wr.-w flicker 239/35 Flava specie , 
of glaeteriendum vel scylfrum hi we vel doxum.] <11225 
Ancr. R. 94 pe sihSe j?act is nu deosc her. a 1240 Sawles 
Wards in Cott. Horn. 259 Ajjein he brihtnesse ant te liht 
of his leor, he sunne gleam is dose, ax 450 Fysshynge 
w. Angle (1883) 34 The body of doske wull. 1496 Bk. St. 
Albans , Fishing 9 Yelowe; grene : browne : tawney: 
russet: and duske colours. 1513 Douglas Mneis vii. 
Prol/63 The grund stude barrand, widderit, dosk and gray. 
1667 Milton P. L. xi. 741 Vapour and Exhalation, dusk 
and moist. 1703 Maundrkll Journ. Jems. 117-42) 72 As 
soon as it grew dusk, 1833 Hr. Martinkau Ireland y. 79 
Every evening, as it became dusk. 1847 Tennyson Princess 
11. 5 As rich as moths from dusk cocoons. 

Jig. 1573-80 Baret A hi. D i375 _Wisedome is made duske, 
or dimme by drinking of wine : it is obscured and darkened. 
+ 2 . Obscure, veiled from sight or understanding. 
a 1225 Ancr. R. 148 pis word is deosk. 1583 Stanyiiurst 
Mneis 11. (Arb.) 62 My mother, the godesse (who was 
accustomed algats Eare this tyme present to be dusk). 

B. sb. 

1 . The quality of being dusk ; that which is dusk ; 
duskiness, shade ; gloom (as of a forest). 

1700 Dryden Palamon # A. in. 77 Freckles. .Whose dusk 
set off the whiteness of the skin. 1705 Stanhope Paraphr. 
I, 25 Frail Mortality will always have some Remains of 
Shadow and Dusk. 1850 Tennyson In Mem. ii, And in 
the dusk of theefOId Yew], the clock Beats out the little 
lives of men. 

2 , The darker stage of twilight before it is quite 
dark at night, or when the darkness begins to give 
way in the morning. 

1622 Mabbe tr. A lemon's Guzman dt A If. II. 3x3 In the 
duske of the evening. 1726 Adv. Ca/>t. R. Boyle 218, 
I would not fail waiting on her the Sunday following, after 
Dusk. 1833 J, Rennie Alph. Angling 21 Light colours in 
the dusk of morning or evening, and dark colours in . .bright 
weather. 1893 Law Times OCCV. 268/2 The gardens of 
Lincoln’s Inn will, .be thrown open, .from three until dusk. 
Jig. 1755 Young Centaur v. Wks. 1757 IV. 233 To grope 
out our weary way, through the dusk of life, to our final home. 
Hence Birskly adv . ; Du*skness. 

1382 Wyclif Job xxiii. 17 Dusknesse couerede my face. 
1531 Elyot Gm. m. xxii, Paynfull diseases and si .kenesses 
. . duskenesse of sight. 1844 Mrs. Browning Drama of 
Exile Wks. 1889 I. 42 Shapes which have no certainty of 
shape Drift duskly in and out between the pines. 1864 
Neale Seaton. Poems 68 Duskness and dreariness around. 
i80o W Watson Prince's Quest 58 An eagle with wide 
wings outspread Athwart the sunfire hovering duskly red. 

Dusk,*. [f. Dusk a . ; OE. had doxian , from 
dox. See Kluge Engl. Studien X I. 51 1 .] 

X. intr. To become dusk or dim ; to grow dark, 
[a xooo Vercelli MS. If. 2 b, ponne wanna-5 he [dead 
body] and doxaj*; ocire hwile he bi3 blaec and schiwe.] 
CX230 Mali Meid. 35 pine ehnen schulen doskin. <71386 
Chaucer Knt.'s T. 1948 Dusked hise ejmn two and failled 
breeth. c 1430 Lydg. Bochas 1. iv. (1544) 6 b, By process of 
yeres Their memory bath dusked. 1876 Morris Sigurd 
in. 217 The even duske th o’er that sword renowned close. 
*888 G. Gissing Life's Morning xi. (1890) 169 When it 
began to dusk, Hood descended and supper was prepared, 
b. To exhibit a dusky appearance. 

1832 Tennyson Lady of Shalott i, Little breezes dusk 
and shiver/ *889 Mrs/ Randolph New Eve 1. Prol. 2 
A copse of aspens dusked and shivered near the brink. 

2 . Ivans. To make dusky or somewhat dark in 
colour ; to darken, obscure ; to dim. 
c *374 Chaucer, Boeth, 1. pr. i. 2 (Camb. MS.) The whiche 
clothes a dirknesse of a forletyn and a despised Elde hadde 
dusked and derked. 1549 Chalonkr Erasnt. on Folly 
Q iv b, They goe about to duske mens eies with smoke. 
*577 Stanyhurst Ztescr. Irel. in Holinshed (1807-8) VI. 51 
You must not think that . . you may so easilie duske or 
dazell our eies. *601 Holland Pliny I. 9 That shadow 
which dusketh the light of the Moone. 1869 Lowell 
Ca'hedral xiii, Poet. Wks. x8qo IV. 47 The painted windows 
. , Dusking the sunshine which they seem to cheer. 


b. fg. To obscure, darken, clond, sully. 

<71394 P. PI. Crede 563 pe ..poyntes of scheldes Wih- 
drawen his deuocion & dusken his herte. #*533 Ed. 
Berners Gold. Bk. M. Aurel J1546) C vij b, The onely 
vnderstandy ng, which is dusked in errours. _ 2680 Count er- 
plots 33 [It] would . . dusk the lustre of his Name. 1848 
Lvtton K. Arthur xii. Iv, Ope appalling silence dusk’d 
the place As with A demon's wing. 

Hence Du'sked ppl. a. ; Du'sking vbl. sb. and 
ppl. a. 

<7*430 Lydg. Min. Poems 204 (Matz.) Hire cote armure is 
duslcyd reed. 1533 Elyot Cast. Helthe (1541) 72 b, Duskynge 
of the eyes, head aches, hotte and thyn reumes. 1566 
Drant Horaces Sat. v. Diij, The worlde is blearde with 
duskyng shoes [= shows]. ^ 2820 Keats Hyperion u. 375 
Who travels from the dusking East, 

Dusken (d»*sk’n), V. rare . [f. Dusk a . : see 

-en 5 .] a. trans. To make dusk or obscure, b. 
intr. To grow dusk. 

*550 Nicolls Thucyd. 163 The sayd Epigrame was not 
vtterly defaced, but onely duskened orso rased, that it myght 
be redde, thoughe. with, .difficultie. 1870 Lowell Study 
Wind. I. 10 Till twilight duskened into dark, 
t Du*sketly, a. Obs. rare . [? erroneous form.] 

? Of somewhat dusky colour. 

i486 Bk. St. A lbans. Her. A iij a, An Ametisce a dusketli 
stone, brusk hit is calde in arrays. 

Duskily (darskili), adv. [f. Dusky a. + -ly^.] 
In a dusky, dim, or obscure manner ; dimly. 

1611 Cotgr., Obscurement, obscurely, darkly .. duskily. 
1797 Mrs. Radcliffe Italian vii, Those arches that stand 
duskily beyond the citadel, a 1851 Moir Poems , Deserted 
Churchyard iv, Or the crow that . . Sail’d through the 
twilight duskily. 1872 Black Adv. Phaeton xvi. 

Duskiness (tl2?'skines). [f. as prec. + -ness.] 
The quality of being dusky ; partial darkness or 
blackness; dimness, gloom. ^ 

1611 Cotgr., Obscurite, obscuritie, darknesse..duskinesse. 
1659 Hammond On Ps. xci. 5 Duskyness or twilight. 1775 
Boswell Let. to Johnson 18 Feb. in Life , One of them 
[manuscripts], .does appear to have the duskyness of an- 
tiquity. a 1851 Moir Poems , Matin Carol ii. 1861 L. L. 
Noble Icebergs 141 A gloomy duskiness drapes the cape. 

Dnskisli (dtrskij i, a. [f. Dusk a. + -ish.] 
Somewhat dusk or dusky; blackish ; partly obscure. 

1530 Palsgr. 310/2 Doskysshe of colour, sonbz bmn. 
1576 Fleming Panafl. Epist. 47 As duskish cloud es do 
darken dayes. 1624 Wotton Archit. ( 1672) 61 Let them 
have rather a Duskish Tincture, then an absolute black. 
1741 Richardson Pamela (1824) I. 91 To return as soon as 
it was duskish. 2840 T. Hook in New Monthly Mag. LX. 
290 It was getting duskish. 2842 D. R. Hay Nomencl. 
Colours (1846) 36 Described as a duskish red. 

% Used as sb. The time when it is near dusk. 

1696 S, Sewall Diary 25 Oct. (1878) I. 436 About duskish 
we know there is a house on fire. 1745 Gentl. Mag. 105 
At duskish the Dreadnought was about 7 miles astern. 

DuskisMy (dzrskijli adv. [f. prec. +-ly 2 .] 
In a duskish manner ; duskily ; obscurely. 

1589 Fleming Virg. Georg, iv. 65 Purple hew . . dooth 
somwhat duskishly shine in the leaues. 1626 Bacon Sylva 
§ 369 To burn duskishly. 1664 Pepys Diary 27 Dec., The 
Comet appeared again to-night, but duskishly. 

Duskishness (d2?*skijnes). [f. as prec. + 
-ness.] The quality of being duskish or slightly 
dark ; slight obscurity or dimness. 

1533 Elyot Cast. Heltke { 1542)52 a, Fumositieascendynge 
Up into the head, .causeth. .duskyshness of the sight. 1604 
Hieron Wks. I. 497 Men in the duskishness of ignorance. 
2769 Winthrop in Phil. Trans. LIX. 356 There seemed to 
be a duskishness in the place of contact. 

Duskly, Duskness : see after Dusk sb. 
Dusky (dzrski), a. [f. Dusk a. (or ? sb.) 4 --yE 
The normal source^ of an adj. in ~y is a sb. ; but the sub- 
stantival use of dusk is not known so early as the appearance 
of dusky, so that the latter would appear to be one of the 
rare instances of a secondary adj. : cf. the parallel worth , 
worthy, murk {mirk), murky ; also ready.] 

1 . Somewhat black or dark in colour; dark- 
coloured; darkish. 

Also used to specify animals or plants characterized by 
this colour, as dusky ant, crane s-bill, duck, grebe, lark , 
petrel, etc. 

1558 Phaf.r Mneid v. (R.), A showre aboue his head there 
stoodq, all dusky blacke with blew, 1590 Greene Never 
too late (1600) 34 No duskie vapour did bright Phoebus 
shroude. 1626 Bacon Sylva § 554 It is not greene, but of a 
duskie browne Colour. 1763 E. Stone in Phil. Trans. LI 1 1. 
199 Of a light brown, tinged with a dusky yellow. *827 
Pollok Course 7.v, A fries dusky swarms, i860 Tyndall 
Glac. 1. iii. 30 The peaks in front deepened to a dusky 
neutral tint. 1861 Miss Pratt Flower. PI. II, 36 Dusky 
Crane’s-bill. .flowers, .of a dingy, purplish black colour. 
1865 Wood Homes without H. vii. (1868) 125 The Dusky 
Ant. .generally prefers banks with a southern aspect. 

2 . Somewhat dark or deficient in light; not 
blight or luminous; dim, obscure. 

1580 Sidney Ps. xxxiii. ix, Who dwell in duskie place. 
2592 Shaks. r Hen. VI, 11. v. 122 Here dyes the duskie 
Torch of Mortimer, Choakt with Ambition of the mean r 
sort. 1667 Milton /’. L. v. 667 Midnight brought on 
the duskie houre Friendliest to sleep and silei ce. 1775 
Romans H isf Florida 95 As soon as it is dusky they make 
a fire of dry pitch pine. 1826 Scott Woodst. iii, One end 
of this long and dusky apartment. 1876 Davis Polaris Exp. 
vi. 168 From 440 5 in the evening, it is quite dusky. 

8 . fig. Gloomy, melancholy. 

2602 Marston Ant. $ Mel. Induct., Wks. 1856 I. 3 Why 
looke you so duskie? Ibid. in. ibid. 41, I . . fill a seat In 
the darke cave of dusky misery. 2692 Bentley Boyle Led. 
24 That dusky scene of horror, that melancholy prospect. 
*762 Falconer Shipwr. 1. 195 Here no dusky frown prevails. 


4 . Comb., as dusky faced , -raftered, - tinted , etc. 

1730-46 Thomson Autumn 1088 The dusky-mantled lawn 
1825 Longf. Spirit Poetry 9 The. . dusky-, sandaled Eve* 
2848 Walsh Aristopk., Clouds 1. iii. Dusky- faced clouds. * 

Hence BirsRyislx a somewhat dusky. 

1794 Mrs. Radcliffe Myst. Udolpho xxv, Too far off to 
see him, if it was pretty dusky ish. 

t Dusky, v. Obs. [f. Dusky <2.] trans. To 
make or render dusky. 

1567 Maplet Gr. Forest 19 It is not so soone dulled or 
duskied as many other be. 

Dusodile, erroneous form of Dysodile. 
Duspers, ditssiperes, var. Douzepeks, 

Dussel, obs. form of Dossil, plug. 

14.. Voc. in Wr.-W flicker 579 fli Doc Ulus, a dussel. 

Dussen, -on, obs. forms of Dozen. 

I! Dusserah (dz? seia). E. Indies. Also dusrah, 
desserah, dasserah. [a. Hindi dasahrd, Marathi 
dasrd, Skr. da$ahara.\ A Hindu annual festival 
extending over nine nights (or ten days) in the 
month Jaishtha (Sept.-Oct.). 

1799 Sir J. Malcolm in Trans. Bombay Lit . Soc. (1820) 
IIL 73 {title) On the institution and ceremonies of the 
Hindoo Festival of the Dusrah. 1813 J. Forbes Oriental 
Mem. IV. 97 iY.) This being the desserah, a great Hindoo 
festival.. we resolved to delay our departure and see some 
part of the ceremonies. 1849 Benares Mag. II. 1 Our friends 
.. are coming over to spend the Dasserah with us. 1889 
Daily News 7 Oct. 5/6 The Mahommedans have built a 
mosque in a street through which the Hindoo procession 
passes on the occasion of the Dusserah festival. 

Dussie, obs. 8c. var. Doucet \sense 2 ), a kind 
of pipe or flute : cf. Duschet. 

1583 Leg. Bp. St. Androis 180 in Satir. Poems Reform. 
xlv, He toned his dussie for a spring. 

Dussiner, obs. lorm of Dozenee. 

Bust (d2?st), sb . 1 Forms : 1- dust : also 3 ( Orm.) 
dusst, 3-5 doust e, 4 dost, 4-6 duste. [OE. dust 
(later prob. dust ) * OFris. and EKris. dfist, OLG., 
MLG., LG. dust. MDu. donst. dunst, dust fine 
flour, Kilian duyst, donst , dust, mod.Du. didst 
meal-dust, bran, ON. dust dust, Da. dyst mill- 
dust. All these go back to an earlier dunst, whence 
also Ger. dunst vapour ; the primary notion being 
app. that which rises or is blown in a cloud, like 
vapour, smoke, or dust. See Kluge, and Franck.] 

1 . Earth or other solid matter in a minute and 
fine state of subdivision, so that the pai tides are 
small and light enough to be easily raised and 
carried in a cloud l>y the wind ; any substance com- 
minuted or pulverized ; powder. (Rarely in//.) 

Often extended to include ashes and other refuse from a 
house : cf. Dust- bin, etc. 

C825 Vesp. Psalt. xviiii). 43 Swe swe dust biforan onsieme 
windes. c 1000 Sax. Leeehd I. 290 ^dri^ede & to swySe 
smaffon duste gecnucude.^ c 1205 Lay. 27646 pence he ]?at 
dust [c 1275 doust] he^e Ague'S from fiere eorSe. 1340 Ayenb. 
108 Of motes and of doust wy(? oute tale. 1398 Trevisa 
Barth. De P. R. xvn clix. (14951 708 To dense houses of 
duste. <ri45o Two Cookery-bks. 122 Bray hem al to doust 
in a morter. 1583 Hollyband Campo di Fior 367 Beate 
these upper hose that the dust maye come out. 1620 
Nottingham Rec, IV. 367 Presentmentes. for castinge theire 
dust and ashes into the highe way. 1760 Wesley Jrnl. 
19 Aug., We bad showers, which . . laid the dust. 2886 
A. Winchell Walks $ Talks Geo 1 Field 212 Clouds of cos- 
mic dust intervene between us and the sun. 1894 Daily 
News 26 June 8 /y Of the whole of the dusts tested, that from 
the Albion Colliery .. excelled all others in violence and 
sensitiveness to explosion. 

to. The fine or small particles separated in any 
process: cf . sawdust; spec, (see quot. 1828). 

*552 Huloet, Duste of come, met tall, or anye other thinge 
that comineth ofwyth fylynge and clensing. 1598 Sc. Acts 
Jas. ^7(1814) 179 (Jam.) Paying alss deir for dust and seidis 
as gif the samyn wes gttid ineill, 2644 Dig by Nat. Bodies 
(*645) I. 22 It will swimme upon the water like dust of 
wood. 2794 T. Davis Agric. Wilts in A reive ol. Rev. (1888) 
Mar., Cave, or dust, the chaff of the wheat and oats which 
is generally given to tne horse. 2828 Craven Dial., Dust, the 
small particles separated from the oats In the act of shelling. 

c. Applied to the pollen oi flowers. 

*776 Withering Brit. Plants 1 xxii, The fine dust or 
meal that is contained in the Tips, is thrown upon the Sum- 
mit of the Pointal. 1807 J* E* Smith Pltys. Bot. 272 The 
Pollen, or Dust, is contained in the Anther, 1894 H. 
Drummond Ascent of Man 301 The butterfly arid the bee., 
carry the fertilizing dust to the waiting stigma. 

2 . With a and pi. a. A grain of dust, a minute 
particle of dry matter ; to/ in Cookery , etc., a small 
‘ pinch * of something in the form of powder. , ; 

1593 Shaks. Rich. II, 11. iii. 91 Why haue these banish’d 
. . Legges Dar’d once to touch a Dust of Ei glands Ground ? 
*595 — John tv. i. 93 A grain e, a dust, a gnat, a wandering 
haire. *674 N. Fairfax Bulk 4- Selv. 105 "Pis impossible 
to put so much as one jot or dust unto bulk, beyond a set or 
bounded number. 170* Watts Horae Lyr., True Mon- 
archy 52 Wealth and fame A bubble or a dust. *784 M. 
Underwood Treat, pis. Children (1799) 1* 54 With, or 
without, a dust of grated nutmeg, a *854 C. B. Southey 
Poet. Wks. (1867) 50 If a mote, a hair, a dust prepond On 
Inclination’s side, down drops the scale. 

C. (With a) A cloud of dust floating in the air, 
such as is raised by a vehicle driven or a crowd 
walking over dusty ground, or by sweeping, etc. 

1570-8* [see 4 and 5]. 2659 D. Pell Impr. Sea 188 Oh 

what a dust do I raise. 2806 Oracle in Spirit Pub. Jrnls. 
(1807) X. 53 To kick up the d— -l of a dust in Rotten-row. 
Mod. What a dust you are making ! 


DUST. 

3 . irdnsfi and fig. (from i.) a. That to which 
anything is reduced by disintegration or decay ; 
s pec. the ‘ ashes or mouldered remains of a dead 
body. Also in phrases denoting the condition of 
^eino- dead and buried [ laid in the dust, etc."). 

taxooQ Martyred. (E. E. T. S.) 74 paet hi mihton mid 
heora faandum raecan ond niman paes halgan dustes. c 2350 
Will. Palerne 4124 Many a day hade i be ded atid to dust 
roted. 1388 Wvclif Ps. xxi[i]. 16 Thou hast broust forth 
me in" to the dust of deth. 1602 Shaks. Ham. v. i. 225 Why 
may not imagination trace the Noble dust of Alexander, 
till he find it stopping a bungbole? 1676 I. Mather Hist 
K Philifs War (1862) 38 That Great Author, unto whose 
dust .. I owe a sacred Reverence. 1750 Gray Elegy xi, 
Can Honour’s voice provoke the silent dust? 1803 A fed. 
Jrnl. IX. 263 One, without whose friendly aid the hand 
which writes this would long since _ have been in the dust. 
1869 Freeman Norm . Cong. III. xi. § 2. 40 Worthier dust 

lies east and west of him. 

b. Applied to the mortal frame of man (usually 
in reference to Gen. ii. 7, iii. iq). 

Ciooo vElfric Gen. iii. 19 For |>an pe |m eart dust, and to 
dust wyrst. Ibid, xviii. 27 Nu ic aene began n to sprecanne 
to minum Drihtene }>onne ic eom dust and axe. a 1175 
CotL Horn. 223 pu mart dust, and J>u awenst to duste. 1388 
Wyclif Ps. cii[ij- 14 He bithou3te that we ben dust, C1450 
tr. De Imitations m. ix. 76 pou} I be dust & asshen. 
1548-9 (Mar.) Bk. Com. Prayer , Burial, Earth to earth, 
assbes to asshes, dust to dust. 1613 Purchas Pilgrimage 
(1614) 11, How covetous, how proude is dust and ashes of 
dust and earth. 1814 Cary Dante , Par. 11. 133 The soul, 
that dwells within your dust. 18.. Sir R. Grant Hymn , 

‘ 0 worship the King ’ v. Frail children of dust, And feeble 
as frail. 

c. In phrases denoting a condition of humiliation. 

a 1340 Hampole Psalter Cant. 501 Raysapd J>e nedy out 

of dust. 1535 Coverdale Ps. lxxi[i]. 9 His enemies shal 
Hoke the dust. 2592 Shaks. i Hen. VI, v. iii. 29 Now 
France, thy glory droopeth to the dust. 1667. Milton P. L. 
iv. 416 The Power. .That rais’d us from the dust and plac’t 
us here. 1718 Watts Ps. li. in. vi, My soul lies humbled 
in the dust. 1850 Tennyson In Mem. Prol. iii, Thou wilt 
not leave us in the dust. 1894 C. N. Robinson Brit. Fleet 
186 The N avy that . . humbled to the dust the pride of France. 

d. As the type of that which is worthless. 

*21300 Cursor M. 23786 For a littel lust, A druri bat es hot 

a dust. 1576 Fleming Pa.no pi. Epist. 282 Thus whiles they 
search for gold and silver, they search for dust and sand. 
1694 Acc. Sev. Late Voy . n. (1711) 168 A Long-boat he 
[the whale] values no more than Dust. 1818 Jas. Mill Brit. 
India II. iv. ix. 296 The rights conferred by charter [were] 
treated as dust. 

e. In other figurative uses. 

1620 T. Granger Syntag. Logic. 382. Besprinkled with the 
powder, or dust of venial 1 imperfections. 1682 Earl of 
Anglesea Pref. to Whitelogke' s Mem., The dust of action 
[had] never fallen on his gown. 1699 Bentley Phal. (1836) 
II. 29 The very dust of his writings is gold. 

4 . Phrases. To shake the dust off one's feet (in 
allusion to Matt. x. 14, etc.). 7 0 throw dust in 
the eyes of: to confuse, mislead, or dupe by making 
‘ blind 5 to the actual facts of the case. To bite the 
dust : to fall to the ground ; esp. to fall wounded 
or slain. (See also 3, 5.) 

c 1000 Ags. Gosf>. Matt. x. 14 Asceacab dust of eowrum 
fotura. 1382 Wyclif Matt. x. 14 ^ee goynge forth fro that 
hous, or citee, smycith awey the dust fro ^oure feet. 1581 
Pettie Guazzo's Civ. Conv. 1. (1586) 27 b, They doe nothing 
else but raise a dust to doe out their owne eies. 1612 Crt. 
# Times Jas. I (1849) I. 169 To countermine his under- 
miners, and, as he termed it, to cast dust in their eyes. 
1767 Franklin Whs. (1887) IV. 79 It required a long dis- 
course to throw dust in the eyes of common sense. 1856 
C. J. Andersson Lake Ngatni 94 In the course of half an 
hour, he had twice bitten the dust. Ibid. 363 He . . had made 
numerous lions bite the dust. 1862 Colenso Pentateuch 6, 

I was not able long to throw dust in the eyes of my own 
mind and do violence to the love of truth in this way. 

5 . fig. (from 2 c.) Confusion, disturbance, com- 
motion, turmoil (as of a conflict in which much 
dust is raised) ; formerly chiefly in phr. to raise 
a dtist, to make a disturbance ; now only with con- 
scious reference to the literal sense (exc. as in b). 

C1570 Marr. Wit fy Science v. v. in Hazl. Dodsley II. 
39° A doughty dust these four boys will do. 1649 Bp. Hall 
Cases Consc. 11650) 220 This particular concerning Tithes 
hath raised no little dust in the Church of God. 1700 
T, Brown tr. Fresny's A musem. Ser. # Com. 1 18 That 

? uarrel and raise a Dust about nothing. 1784 Cowper 
'ash iii. 16 1 Great contest follows, and much learned dust 
Involves the combatants. 1845 M. Patti son Ess. (1889) 
I. 4 Entering heart and soul into the dust and heat of the 
Church’s war with the world. 

b. Hence {slang or colloq.) A disturbance, up- 
roar, ‘row’, 4 shindy’. 

*753 A. M urphy Gray's- Inn Jrnl. No. 50 Mr. Buck .. will 
..then adjourn to kick up a Dust. 1774 Westm. Mag. II. 
380 Several of the company, not satisfied .. in the language 
of the Bucks, kicked up a dust. 1805 F. D. Romney in 
Naval Chron. XIV. 493 This dust has cut me up. 1859 
De Quincey Ceylon Wks. XII. 16 Soon there would be 
a dust with the new master. 

6. slang. Money, cash; esp. in phr. down with 
the (fyour) dust. 

[1526 Pilgr. Perf. (W, de W. 1531) 23 b, Neuer wery to 
labour for this erthly dust & rychesse.] 1607 G. Wilkins 
Miseries Enforced Marr. iv. in Hazl Dodsley IX. 531 
Come, down with your dust. 1691 H. Maydman in Naval 
Chron. XV . 21Q Tie . , is not willing to down with his dust. 
*753 Smollett Ct. Fathom (1813) I. 122, I have more dust 
m Jpb than all these powdered sparks put together. 
a 1845 Hood Dean 4* Chapter ii, And make it come down 
with the dust. 
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DUST. 


7 . i= DUST-BUAND . In recent Diets. 

8. Comb. a. attrib. Consisting of or relating to 
dust, as dust-atomy, - bath , -cloud, - heap , - particle , 
-whirl ; used for the reception or conveyance of 
dust, as dust- basket, -cart; - cellar , - wharf -yard. 
b. objective and obj. genitive, as dust collector, 
-contractor, - licking adj,, - producing adj., -shovel- 
ling, - sifter , -sifting, - throwing . C. instrumental 
and locative, as dust-begrimed, -born, -covered, 

- creeping , -laden, -polluted, - soiled adjs. d. simi- 
lative, as dust-dry , -grey adjs. ; also dust-like adj. 

1839 Bailey Festus vi.(r848) 59 Are not all equal as Must- 
atomies? 1626 T. Loate in 12 th Rep. Hist. MSS. Comm. 
App. iv. 478 George’s desk, and his sword, and a Must basket. 
1891 C. J ames Rom. Rigmarole 33 Taking a Must-bath there 
in the centre of the roadway. 1870 Bryant Iliad I. xi. 339 
Blood-stained and Must-begrimed. 1598 Sylvester Du 
B artas 11. i. n. Imposture 483 Till . . Death .. Thy Must- 
born body turn to dust again. 1776 Entick London I. 187 
A tumbrel or Must-cart. 1812 Sporting Mag. XXXIX. 21 
Every species of carriage from the chariot to the dust-cart. 
1849 Whittier Wife of Manoah 16 The thick Must- 
cloud closed o’er all. 1851 Mayhew Lond. Lab. (1861) II. 188 
(Hoppe) The Must-contractors are likewise the contractors 
for the cleansing of the streets, a 1847 Eliza Cook Old 
Clock i, Thy Must-covered face. 1580 Sidney Arcadia 
(16221 97 Such a Must -creeping worme as I am. 1879 
Browning Ned Brat is 4 Ponds drained Must-dry. 1882 
Ouida Maremma I. 51 The misty, scorching Must-grey 
shores. 1654 Trapp Comm. Ps. xiii. 8 Such Must-heaps are 
found in every corner, a 1847 Eliza Cook Grandfather's 
Stick xi, The Must-laden carpets. 1808 R. A. D. To 
France in Poet. Reg. 1806-7, 170 Blood-drinking tyrants, 
or Must-licking slaves 1 1621 Lady M. Wroth Urania 227 

*Dust-like Dispaire may with me Hue. 1887 Pall Mall G. 
10 Aug. 5/1 Operatives engaged in Must-producing trades. 
1889 Pall Mail G. 5 Mar. 3/1 The female Must-sifters had 
just completed their ablutions. 1890 Ibid. 26 Aug. 2/3 1 'he 
Ottoman art of Must -throwing in the eyes of Europe. 1887 
Courier 16 J une 2/2 To let or sell to the Board a Must-wharf. 
1886 Jrnl. Franklin lust. CXXI. 247 iCent.) The forma- 
tion of a Must- whirl as it suddenly bursts upon you in the 
open street. 

e. Special combs. : dust-ball, a concretion of 
the dust of corn sometimes formed in the intestine 
of the horse, and giving rise to disease; dust- 
brush, a brush for removing dust from furniture, 
etc. ; dust-chamber (in an ore-roasting furnace), 
a closed chamber in which the heavier products of 
combustion are collected ; dust-cloak, a cloak 
worn to keep off the dust (so dust coat, - gown , 
-wrap) ; dust-cloth, ( a) a cloth for wiping oft' dust 
( = Duster i); ( b ) a cloth placed over something 
to keep off dust ; dust-colour, the colour of the 
ordinary dust of the ground, a dull light brown ; 
hence dust-coloured adj.; dust-cup (see quot.) : 
dust-destructor : see Destructor 2 ; dust-devil; 
see Devil 11; f dust-gold, gold dust; dust- 
guard, a contrivance to keep off dust from the 
axle and bearings of a wheel, or on a bicycle from 
the dress of the rider; dust-hole, a hole or re- 
ceptacle in which dust and refuse are collected, 
a dust-bin; dust-louse, an insect of the genus 
Psocus; dust-pan, a utensil for catching dust as it 
is swept from a floor, etc. ; dust-plate (see quot.) ; 
dust-shoot, a place where dust and refuse are shot 
or deposited ; dust-shot, the smallest size of shot j 
t dust-spawn, offspring or progeny of the dust ; 

1 dust-storm, a tempest in which large clouds of 
dust are raised and carried along ; t dust-tempered 
a., mingled or composed of dust ; dust-thread, 
dust-way (: nonce-wds .), applied to the stamens 
and pistils of flowers, as respectively producing 
and conveying the pollen (see 1 c) ; dust-woman, 
a woman employed in sifting dust and refuse; 
f dust-worm, a ‘worm of the dust*, a mean or 
grovelling person. See also Dust-bin, etc. 

3828 Webster, * Dust-brush. 1883 Truth 31 May 768/1 
With our Must-cloaks and some yards each of brown gauze, 
we defied the great Dust Demon. 1727 Bradley bam. 
Diet. s.v. Draught horse, They must with a *Dust-cloth wipe 
off all the Dust that lies on the Horse. 1884 Tennyson 
Becket v. ii, A slut whose fairest linen seems Foul as . her 
dust-cloth, if she used it. 1872 Punch 6 July 7/1 He arrives 
in a white Mustcoat. 2607 Topsell F'our-f. Beasts (1658) 
3, Apes,. both red, black, green, Must-colour, and white 
ones. 1798 Bloomfield Farmer's Boy (1837) 14 The small 
Must-coloured beetle. 1861 Dickens Gt. Expect, xliii, A 
man in a dust-coloured dress. 2884 F. J. Britten Watch 
$ Clockm. 99 [The] *Dust Cup.. a guard fitted round the 
fusee arbors of watches and chronometers to exclude dirt. 
1892 R, Kipling East # West 31 in Barrack-r. Ballads 77 
It’s up and over the Tongue of Jagai, as blown Must-devils 
go. 1665 Phil. Trusts. L 117 A. .way of washing out very 
small *Dust-gold. 1802 Mrs. J. West Infidel Father I. 23 
Her homespun Must-gown. 1888 Engineer LXV. 297 
The Must-guard is made of sycamore wood, and is either 
in one or two parts. 1811 L. M. Hawkins C'tess f 
Gertr., *Dust hole. 1836-9 Dickens Sk. Boz, Streets 1, 
A rakish-looking cat . . bounding first on the water-butt, 
then on the dusthole, 1861 — Gt. Expect, xii, She..got 
out the Mustpan .. and began cleaning up to a terrible 
extent. 2881 Raymond Mining Gloss., * Dust-plate, a 
vertical iron plate, supporting the slag-runner of an iron 
blast furnace. 1883 Pall Mall G. 27 Dec. 12/i Each tene- 
ment has a separate .. coal, place, copper and Must-shoot. 
1800 Sporting Mag. XVI. 273. Used to kill small birds for 
their plumage, with Must snot. 2863 Bates Nat. Amazon 


xi. (1864^ 352 Mine was a double-barrel, with one charge of 

BB, and one of dust-shot. 2598 Sylvester Du Bartas 11. 
ii. 11. Babylon 178 See . . these ’‘dust-spawn, feeble dwarf?. 
1627-47 Feltham Resolves 1. xi. 30 Poore ’‘dust-tempered 
man. 1879 Jas. Grant in Cassell's Techn. Educ. IV. 95/1 
He showed that the stamina, or Must-threads, were the 
male, and the pistilla, or Must- ways, the female parts of the 
plants. 1851 Mayhew Lond. Labour (1861) II. 162 The 
calling of the dustman and Ml ustwoman is not so much as 
noticed in the population returns. 2622 Burton A nat. Mel. 

1. ii. iii. xii. (1651) 116 Never satisfied, a slave, aMust-worme. 

y Dust, sbP Obs. rare. [cf. Dust v.% : also 
Doust.J A stroke, blow. 

16x2 Cotgr., Exces de main non gartiie ..a cuffe, or 
dust with the fist. 

Dust, vA [f. Dust sbA ; ef. Q'N. dusta to dust. 

The connexion of senses 7 and 21 is obscure, aud it is not 
certain that they belong here. Cf. Dust vA] 
f 1 . intr. To be dusty ; to rise as dust. Obs. 

a 1225 Auer. R. 314 ?if hit dusteS swuSe, heo vlaskeS 
water j>eron, & swopeS hit ut awei. 

f 2 . a. trans. To reduce to dust, or to small 
particles like dnst. b. intr.. To crumble to dust. 

c 1440 P romp. Part*. 135 2 Dustyn, pulverizo. 1580 
Hollyband Ireas , Fr. 'Pong, Pouldrer , to dust. 2636 

W. Denny in Ann. Dubrensia (1877) 16 When thy name 
fades ; Marble pillars shall Dust into nothing. 1686 Goad 
Celest. Bodies in. ii. 417 He can crumble a Showr into a 
Drisle, or Dust it into a Fog. 

3 . trans. To sprinkle with dust or powder. 

1592 Greene Art Conny Catch, n, 19 He being^ thus 
dusted with meale. 1764 Harmer Qbserv. xxix. vi. 2S8 
Shimei’s behaviour . . who . . threw stones, and dusted him 
with dust. 2769 Mrs. Raffald Eng. Hotisekpr . (1778) 33 
Dust them with flour. 1859 Tknnent Ceylon II. vm. v. 
367 Dusting themselves with sand. 

b. rejl. Of birds ; also intr. for rejl. 

1789 G. White Selborne 11. ix. (1853) 285 Let me hear., 
whether skylarks do not dust. 1872 Black A dv. Phaeton 
x. 144 The partridges that were dusting themselves in the 
road. 1884 Speedy Sport xv. 267 [Partridges] prefer, as a 
rule, places where they can * dust’ and bask in the sun. 

e. 7b dust the eyes of (fig. : see Dust sb . 1 4 ) ; 
also (slang or colloq.) to dust, in same sense. 

1824 Stock Exchange Law Open it Tills is termed ‘Dust- 
ing tne public’. 1867 Proude Ess. 401 Instead of dusting 
our eyes with sophistry. 

4 . To soil with dust ; to make dusty. 

1530 Palsgr. 530/2 You have dusted your cappe, let one 

f o brusshe it. 1624 R. Skynner in Usshers Lett. (1686), 
)ust thy self in the dust of their Feet. 2848 Froude Nemesis 
o/F'aith (1849) 154 We go out. .and dust our feet along its 
thoroughfares. 1886 A. Lang Lett. Dead Authors 194 Dust- 
ing your ruffles among the old volumes on the sunny stalls, 
f b. intr. To become dusty. Obs. 

2625 J. Phillips Way to Heaven 52 The Booke..lay 
dusting and out of vse. 

5 . To strew or sprinkle as dust. 

1790 W edgwood in Phil. Trans. LXXX. 314 note, A little 
of it is applied, or even dusted only, on the bottom of a 
small cup made of clay. x8o6 Culina 74 Dust in a little 
flour. 2884 G. H. Boughton in Harper's Mag. Sept. 528/1 
We never dusted on enough [pepper] to please him. 

6. To free from dust; to wipe or brush off the 
dust from. 

1568 North Gueuara's Diall Pr. (1619) 708/2 The 
French riddles [with which they dust their corne). a 1577 
Gascoigne Flowers , etc. Wks. (1587) 180 Yea when he 
curried was and dusted slike and trimme. 2713 Steele 
Guardian No. 6of 2 It became my province once a week to 
dust them [books] 2843 Mrs. Carlyle Lett. I. 267 I went 
about sweeping and dusting. 2894 Hall Caine Manxman 
52 [She] was. .dusting the big shells on the mantelpiece. 

b. To dust a person's coat, jacket, etc. : to beat 
him soundly, colloq. (Cf. sense 7.) 

2690 W. Walker Idiomat. A nglo-Lat, 154 I’ll dust your 
coat for you. 2698 Farquhar Love <y a Bottle v.ii, Tell me 
presently., sirrah, or I’ll dust the secret out of your jacket. 
2771 Smollett Humph. CL I. 3 June, With a good oak 
sapling he dusted his doublet. 1884 L. J. Jennings in 
Croker Papers II. xiv. 49 The threat to dust the author’s 
jacket, for the gratification of private malice. 

t 7 . a. trans. To beat, thrash, b. intr. To strike, 
hit. [But the place of these is doubtful : cf. Dust vP\ 
2612 tr. Benvenuto s Passenger (Fanner If, .she be good, 
to dust her often hath in it a singular, .vertue to make her 
much better, c 1612 Chapman Iliad xvi. 544 Another stony 
dart As good as Hector’s he let fly, that dusted in the neck 
Of Sthenelaus. 

8. trans. To brush, shake, or rub off as dust. 

*775 S. J. Pratt Lib. Opinions (1783) IV. 63 Boy, dust 
away the crumbs with your hat. 2887 Stevenson Under- 
woods 1. xxxviii, A strenuous family dusted from its hands 
The sand of granite. 

9 . To pass (any one) on the road, so as to expose 
him to the dust of one’s horse or wheels ; to make 
one ‘ take the dust ’ ; to outride. U. S. and C otoniaL 
\ 1890 Boldrewood Col. Reformer (1891) 419 I could have 

1 dusted any of ’em with Ben. 

! 10 . intr. To ride or go quickly, hasten, hurry, 

make off ; also, to dust it. (Now U.S. slang or 
colloq.) 

2655 H. Vaughan Silex Scint. 1. Rules fy Lessons (1858) 
75 Stick thou To thy sure trot . . Let folly dust it on, or lag 
behind. 2884 A. A. Putnam 10 Years Police Judge xvii. 
166 He’s throwing dust, but he dusted off with the horse all 
the same. 

fll. trans. To drink quickly, ‘toss off 1 (liquor). 
26731 Ungxm^DL- : Epsdm Wells in, Wks. 1720 II. 241 Clod- 
pate is to dust his stand of ale, and he must be bubbled. 
a x6So Butler Mem; (.2759) II. 447 A Prodigal . . dusts his 
Estate, as they do a Stand of Ale in the North, a 2700 B. E. 
Diet. Cant. Crew, Dust it away, drink quick about. 
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BUTCH. 


t Dust, vf Obs. Pa. t. 3-4 dust©, deste. 
[A ME. word, of which the earlier history does 
not appear. 

The pa. t. deste beside duste, and the rime in Ferumbras, 
show that the u was ii, pointing to an QE. *dystan c- 

* dust Jan), of which, however, no examples have beep found. 
The Norse words cited by Matzner, Icel. dusts. 1 tiltVSw. 
dust a. ‘brush ’ with any one, Da. dyst ‘tilting, fighting, 
shock'.’, appear to be later words, and are app. not related. 
Of an O E. dyst an, early ME. diis fen, the normal mod. 
Eng. repr. would be dist ; but dust (cf. Blush) would also 
be possible; in which case senses 7 and 12, under Dusts?.*, 
may possibly belong here, though the wide chronological 
gap is against this.] 

1 , tram. To cast forcibly or violently, fling, dash, 

a 1225 St. Marker, 12 Ant duste him adunriht to j*ere 

eor&e. Ih'd.xBpa war® be reue wod, ant bed, .dusten hire into 
j>t grunde. a x 225 Leg. Kaih. 084 pu underfes pet an half, 
and dustes adun bet ooer. Ibid. 1094 He is godd seolf, be 
duste 4 ea§ under him. <22225 Juliana, 38 Ant te fn*eo 
children, .beon Must in j?e fur of be ofne. c 1315 Shoreham 
52 Thet. . non harm hyne don deste, In mode, 
b. intr. To dash, throw oneself violently. 

c 1320 Sir T ristr. 2393 Vrgan lepe vnfain, Ouer be bregge 
he deste. 

2 . To strike or hit with violence. See also 
Dust vf .7. 

a. 1225 Leg. Kath. 2025 pis wes uneafie iseid, bat an engel 
ne com.. And duste hit I the wheel] a swuch dunt pat hit 
bigon to claterin. c 1380 Sir Ferumb. 2855 [He]heuidvp 
ys honde, & j>ar-wi|? an be heued him duste [rime vuste 

* fist’]. 

Bust-bin, du stbin. A bin or receptacle for 
the dust, ashes, and other refuse of a house. 

1848 Dickens Dowbey xvii, The Captain's nosegay was 
swept into the dust-bin next morning. 1895 Parkes Health 
37 The old-fashioned brick dustbin. 

Bust-box. 

1 . A box from which 4 dust fine sand or 

powder, is sprinkled on something (e.g. on writing, 
for the purpose now served by blotting-paper; 
also, on a prepared photographic plate). 

1581 Mulcaster Positions in. (1887) 34 Incke and paper, 

. .a deske and a dustboxe. 1894 Brit. Jrnl. Photog. XL l, 
33 Place some pulverised asphaltum in a dust-box \ agitate 
it, and allow the particles to settle down upon the plate. 

2 . A box or receptacle for the dust of a house. 

Bust brand, [f. Dust sbj + Brand sb. 7 ; cf. 

Ger. staub- brand.] A disease of corn, in which the 
ears become filled with a black powder ; the fungus 
which causes this. Also called smut. 

x86x H. Macmillan Faobi.fr. Nat. 268 By farmers it is 
familiarly called smut or dust-brand. x866 Treas. Bat. 43s 
Dust brand, Ustilago . 

Busted (dusted'), ppl. a . [f. Dust z/J 4- -ep 1 .] 

1 . Sprinkled with dust or powder; powdered, 

1643 5 Years of K. James in Select . Marl. Misc. (1793) 

293 Yellow bands, dusted hair, curled, crisped, frizzled, 
sleeked skins. 1806 J. Grahame Birds Scot. 28 The spa- 
cious door White-dusted tells him, plenty reigns around. 
1870 Morris E, Par. IV. 383 The purple-dusted butterfly. 

2 . Cleansed or freed from dust. 

1686 N. Cox GentL Recreat. v. 59 A handful of clean 
dusted Hempseed. 

Buster (dzvstaiL [f. Dust vf or sbP 4--er1.] 

1 . A cloth for removing dust from a surface; 
f a dust-brush. 

1576 Tcjrberv. Venerie 30 A litele brush or duster to rubbe 
and duste his houndes. x6ix Cotgr., Vistempena rd, a 
Duster made of a Fox-taile fastened vnto a staffe. a 1748 
Watts Educ. Children fy Youth xi, We were.. well in- 
structed in the conduct of the broom and the duster. 1862 
Lytton Str. Story 1 . 163 The housemaid was forbidden to 
enter it with broom or duster. 

b. A machine for removing dust (by rubbing, 
etc.) in various mechanical processes. 

2 . A contrivance for removing dust by sifting; 
a sieve, b. An apparatus for sifting dry poisons 
upon plants to kill insects. 

1667 H ist. Gunpowder in Sprat Hist. R. Soc. (1702) 283 (T.) 
1‘he lower sieve is called the dry duster, and retains the 
small corns, , and lets fall the dust into the bin. 

3 . A person who dusts, or wipes off dust. 

1850 H astings Life of J. Wilson n. ii. 255 A cobweb here 
and a little dust there which have escaped the vigilance of 
the^ duster. 2888 Pall Mall G. 1 7 Sept, 6/2 Employed as an 
assistant ‘duster’ for the stalls at the Italian Exhibition, 

4 . A light cloak or wrap worn to keep off dust ; 
«= dust-cloak (see Dust shP 8 e). Chiefly U.S. 

1864 Sala in. Daily Tel. 13 Oct., The citizen in the straw 
hat and the ‘duster’ or overcoat of yellow Spanish linen. 
1870 Lowell Lett. (1894) 1 1 , xi. 77 Rose discovered your 
thin coat, which she called a c duster 1883 Grant White 
W. Adams 114 Whether it was an overcoat that he was 
wearing as a duster, or a duster doing service as an overcoat. 

Dustifit, dustifute : see Dustyeoot. 
Dustily (dtf stili), adv. [f. Dusty +-ly 2.] in 
a dusty manner or cond tion. 

1577 B. Googe Heresbach's Husb. iv. (1586) 177 If they bee 
heavy, looke lothsomely, and dustelle. 1863 Cornh. Mag. 
Jan. X02 The regiments in homespun gray and butter-nut 
that trail dustily through the high streets. 

Dustiness (do stines). [f. as prec. 4- -ness.] 
Dusty condition. . 

\1577 B. Googe Heresbach’s Husb. it. (1586) 6s The craft 
is perceived by the dustinesse thereof. 1 772 Graves Spirit. 
Quixote III. 2 (T ) The heat of the weather, dustiness of 
the roads. 1858 Morris Sir Peter Harpdon’s End Poems 
105 High up in the dustiness of the apse. 
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Busting (d#*stiq), vbl. sb. [f. Dust vP -F 
-ingLJ 

1 . The action of the verb Dust, q.v., in various 
senses ; usually, that of freeing from dust. 

1623 Cockeram it, Dusting, pulueration. Ibid, i. Pul- 
iteration, a beating into powder. 1726 Amherst T errse Fil. 
x. 47 Dusting of cushions. 1837 Dickens Pickw. xii, Mrs. 
Bardell resumed her dusting. 

2 . A beating, thrashing; also used by sailors of 
rough or stormy weather, (colloq. or slang.) 

2799 Naval Chron. II. 542 They did not venture a dusting 
with the Naiad. 1821 Sporting A lag. VII. 285 So his men 
fac’d about, .and gave all the rogues a good dusting. 2895 
Daily News 14 Sept. 6/4 When we got^ beyond the shelter 
of the islands we should have a rough time of it — what the 
skipper calls * a dusting ’. 

3 . attrib. and Comb. Used for dusting, as dusting- 
brushy - cloth , etc. ; also dusting-colours, colours 
in the form of powder to be dusted over adhesive 
varnish ; dusting-powder, a powder, usually 
antiseptic, fur dusting over wounds etc. 

1667 Hist. Gunpowder in Sprat Hist.R. Soc. (1702) 281 (T.) 
The bin, over which the sieve is shaken, called the dusting 
bin. 2686 N. Cox GentL Recreat. v. 28 Your Curry-combs, 
Brushes, Dustmg-cloaths, Oyntments. 1851 OJfic. Catal. Gt. 
Exhib. I. ioi The Feathers, .made into dusting-brooms. 

Busting, ppl. a. That dusts : see Dust vP 

2890 Spectdior 27 Sept., Partridges are a good example of 
the dusting birds, and are most careful in the selection of 
their dust-baths. 

+ Bustisll, cl. Obs. rare. Somewhat dusty. 

2646 J. Hall Poems 1. 45 Sooner, yond dustish mulberry 
Iu her old white shall cloathed be. 

Bustless (dp-sties), a. [f. Dust sb. 1 + -less.] 
Free from dust. 

a 16x8 Sylvester^ May den's Blush 577 The Wayes so 
dust-lesse, and so dirtlesse faire. 1861 W. F. Collier Hist* 
Eng Lit. 405 Blue morocco books in dustless regulatity. 

+ Bu’stimg. Obs. nonce-nod. [f. as prec. +• 
-LINO.J A small grain or particle ; cf. D UST sb. \ 2 a. 

1674 N. Fairfax Bulk 4 Selv. 60 Now Gods Almightiness 
is within the least punctual physic um, or dustling of body. 

Dustman (darstm&n ’. [f. as prec. + Man,] 

1 . A man whose occupation it is to collect and 
cart away dust and refuse from dust-bins, etc. 

1707 J. Stevens tr. Quevedo's Coni. WksA 1709) 399 The 
Dust-men were not idle. 2714 Gay Trivia it. 37 The dust- 
man's cart offends thy cloaths and eyes. 2850 M rs. Brown- 
ing Poems II. 191 The dustman’s call down the area-grate. 

2 . colloq. A personification of sleep or sleepiness ; 
in allusion to the rubbing of the eyes as if there 
were dust in them. 

1821 P. Egan Tom 4 Jerry xii (Farmer) Till the dustman 
made his appearance and gave the hint to Tom and Jerry 
that it was time to visit their beds. 2892 Farmer Slang 
s.v., ‘The dustman's coming ’=you are getting sleepy. 

3 . slang. A preacher who uses violent action ; a 
4 cushion-thumper 

1877 Blackmore Cripps (1887) 368 Sitting under the most 
furious dustman that ever thumped a cushion. 

II Bustoor (dPstiDu). j East hid. Also 8 ctas- 
toor, 9 dustour. [Pers. and Urclu^L^ dasiiir 
custom, privilege, perquisite.] a. Custom, usage, 
fashion, b. Customary commission ; :« Dustoory. 

1680 Fort St. Geo. Cons. 2 Dec, in Notes <y Extracts 11. 
61 (Y. Supp.)[To] be content with the Dustoor.. of a quarter 
anna in the rupee, which the merchants and weavers are to 
allow them. 1785 in Seton- Karr Sel.fr. Calcutta Gas. 1 . 130 
(Y.) No Commission, Brokerage, or Dustoor is charged by 
the Bank, or permitted to be taken by any Agent or Servant 
employed by them. 2887 Fife-Cookson Tiger Shooting 14 
A handsome profit in commission^ which is calted in Hindu- 
stani, ‘dustour’, literally meaning ‘that which is cus- 
tomary’, 1888 J. Inglis Tent Life Tiger land 57 The 
claims of custom, the tyranny of dustoor. 

II BustoO'ry (d2?stu» ri). Eastlnd. Also 9 -ree, 
-ri. [a. Pers. and Urdu dastiiriw hat is custo- 

mary, f. dastur ; see prec.] A commission or 
perquisite by custom paid to or taken by an agent. 

1682 Fort St. Geo. Cons. 10 Jan. in Notes <5- Extracts ill. 
45 (Y. Supp.' For the farme ©f Dustoory on cooley hire at 
Pagodas 20 per annum, a 1826 Heber Journ. Upper Prov. 
India (1844)1. 298. i 856 Trevelyan Dawk Bungalow 2x7 

(Y.) Of all taxes small and great the heaviest is dustooree. 

t Bust-point. Obs. A boy’s game in which 
(points’ were laid in a heap of dust, and thrown 
at with a stone. 

2622 Cotgr. s. v. Darde, Our boyes laying their points in 
a heape of dust, and throwing at them with a stone, call 
that play of theirs, Dust-point, a 2625 Fletcher Captain 
in. hi, He looks Like a great school-boy that had been 
blown up Last night at Dust-Point. 1630 Drayton Nym- 
phal 6 (N.) Down go our hooks and scrips, and we to nine 
holes fall At dust-point or at quoits. 1675 Cotton Scoffer 
Scoft 30 To play at Dust-point, Span-counter, Skittle-pins. 

II Bustuck, cLustuk (d2rst2?k). East Ind. 
Also 8 dustick. [a. Pers. and Urdu dastak 
passport.] A passport ; applied esp. to the pass- 
ports granted by the covenanted servants of the 
East India Company. 

1748 in J. Long Sel.fr. Rec. Govt. (Fort William) (Y.), 
The Zemindar, .stopped several boats with English Dus- 
ticks. 1783 Burke Rep . Indian Affairs Wks. XI. 173 
Persons, who had not the protection of the Company’s 
dustuck. 1 86a Beveridge Hist. India I. in. xii. 673 The 
European officials .. availed themselves of the dustuks or 
passports of their employers, to smuggle goods. 


Bustward (d^stwiyid), adv . nonce-wd, [f. 
Dust sbf + -ward.] Towards the dust; towards 
death or the grave. 

18. . Lowell Extreme Unction ii, This fruitlesshusk which 
dustward dries Hath been a heart once, hath been young. 
Busty (dxrsti), a. [f. Dust sb . l + -y.] 

1 . hull of, abounding with, or strewn with dust. 

<22225 Juliana 79 And weorpS ]>at dusti chef to hellene 

heate. 2499 Promp. Parv. 135/2 (Pynson) Dusty, pulve- 
rulent us. a 1586 Sidney Fear of Death , Our life is but a 
step in dustie way. 1602 o.ud Pt. Return fr. P amass, v, 
iv. (Arb.j 72 Farewell musty, dusty, rusty, fusty London! 
1605 Shaks. Macb. v. v, 23. 2725 Pore Odyss. xin. 99 
Urged by fierce drivers through the dusty space. 1849 
Macaula y Hist. Eng. I. 532 In the dusty recesses of a few 
old libraries. 2892 Labour Commission Gloss, s.v. Money 
Dusty money, a special allowance per quarter made when 
the corn to be unloaded at docks is dusty. 

2 . Consisting of, or ol the nature of, dust; powdery, 

2552 Huloet, Dust ye, or of dust, pnluerius. C1586 C'tess 

Pembroke Ps. lxvi. iii, A field of dusty sand. 2606 Shaks. 
Tr. <$• Cr. in ii. 196 When .. mightie States characterlesse 
are grated To dustie nothing. 1748 F. Smith Voy. Disc. I. 
157 We had a Fall of small dusty Snow. 2890 Nature 26 
M ar. 473 A dusty material of a scaly form. 

3 . Of colour, etc. : Having the appearance of 
being strewn with dust. Also advb. qualifying 
adjs. of colour. 

1676 Land. Gaz . No. 2248/4 A dusty b'-own Gelding. 1679 
Ibid. No. 1 419/4 A dusty black Gelding. 2701 Ibid, No. 
3703/4 A black dusty-colour Mare. 1843 Carlyle Let. to 
Emerson, A great shock of rough, dusty-dark hair. 

4 . In various senses : f a. Soiled or stained 
as with dust, smirched (obs.). b. Mean, worthless, 
vile (cf. Dust sbf 3 d) ; now” only in slang phr. not 
so dtisly — 1 not so bad’. C. Obscured as with a 
cloud of dust. d. 4 Dry as dust \ uninteresting. 

c 16x0 Women Saints 168 She knew her dayes to haue 
beene . . dustie and deceitfull. a 1649 Dkumm. of Hawth, 
Earn. Ep, Wks. (1711) 144 Yet should they not envy silly 
men a dusty honour, 2847 L. Hunt Men, Women, <<f* B. I. 
ix. 172 What, to his dusty apprehension, appeared the most 
confused . . story in the world, i860 Hawthorne Marble 
Faun (28 79> I. v. 56 Hard and dusty facts, 1893 R. Kipling 
Many Invent. 148 B Company has come up very well, I 
said. .They're none so dusty now, are they? 

5 . Comb., as dusty-footed adj. ; dusty miller, 
(a) a popular name of the auricula (Primula 
Auricula) t from the fine powder on the leaves and 
flowers; also of Senecio Cineraria and Cerastium 
tomentosum ; (b) a kind of artificial fly used in 
angling ; t dusty-poll, a nickname for a miller. 

c 1515 Cocke LorelVs B. 3 A myller dusty-poll than dyde 
come, a 1600 J. T. Collier of Croydon iv. i. in Hazl. 
Dodsley VIII. 446 Now, miller, miller dustipoll I’ll clapper- 
claw your jobbernole, 1825 Jamieson, Dusiie-miller , the 
plant Auricula. 2835 Thirlwall Greece I. 417 Conipodes, 
the dusty-footed. 1867 F. Francis Angling x. (1880) 355 
The Dusty Miller, .has become a capital general fly. 2888 
Chambers’ Encycl. X. 581 The auricula has.. the popular 
name in Scotland of ‘ Dusty Miller \ 

t Bustyfoot, Sc. Obs . In 6 dustifit, 7 dusti- 
fut(e. [A transl. of med.L. pede pulverosus * dusty 
of foot * — vagans wandering, travelling, in AF. 
pUpottdreux : see Piepowder.] 

A wayfarer, traveller; spec, a travelling pedlar 
or merchant. (In quot. 1570 applied to Death 
personified.) Obs. exc. Hist. 

a 2400 Leg. Quat, Burg. Scot, xxix, (Staf. Scot. I. 361) 
Vagans, qui vocatur piepowdrous, hoc est Anglice Dustie- 
fute. [tr. Beand vagahund in J>e contre J>e quhilk is callit 
pipouderusl 2570 Sadr. Poems Reform, xxii. 56 At thy 
last funeral!, Quhen Dustifit to dance sail furth the call, 
1609 Skene Reg. Map, Burrow Eavues 134 Burgesses, 
Merchands, and Dustifutes (Cremars) quhen they passe 
forth of the foure Portes of their burghs. 2861 W. Bell 
Diet. Law Scot, s.v., According to Lord Karnes, courts of 
Pie-Powder art so called, because fairs are generally com- 
posed of pedlars or wayfaring persons, who in France bear 
the name of Pied Poudreux, and in Scotland of Dusty- 
Foot. 1872 E. W. Robertson Hist. Ess. 131 The Negotia- 
tores , the chapmen and dustyfeet of our old laws. 

Busy, Otis, form of Dizzy. 

Busze pers, var. Douzepers, Obs. 

But, obs, f. doubt, doubted : see Doubt sb. and v. 
But, var. of Dute, Obs. 

Butch (dx'tj'), a., sb. (adv.) Also (4 duchyssehe, 
5 duysshe ), 5-7 duch(e, 6 dou(t)che, dowche, 
duitch, dutch©. [a. MDu. dutsch, duutsch , 
duutsc , 4 Hollandish, or, in a wider sense, Nether- 
landish, and even German* (Verdam), in early 
m od. Du. duyisch, now duttscli , 4 German *, ** Ger. 
deutsch , MHG. diutsch , 4 German’, OHG. diutisc , 
popular, vulgar. 

OHG. diutisc, OS. thiudisc, Olh.piodisc, Goth. *fiudisks 
: — OTeut. *peudisko-z, meant ‘ popular, national ’, 1. Ol’eut 
*Peuda -, Goth, fiuda , ON . pjdft, OS. thioda, thiod, OE. 
Plod (ME. Thede), OHG. diota, dlot , people, nation. 
In Germany, the adj. was used (in the 9th c.) as a render- 
ing of L. vulgaris, to distinguish the ‘ vulgar tongue from 
the Latin of the church and the learned ; hence it gradually 
came to be the current denomination of the vernacular, 
applicable alike toany particular dialect, and generically to 
German as a whole. From the language, it was naturally 
extended to those _ who spoke it (cf. English), and thus 
grew to be an ethnic or national adjective ; whence also, m 
the 12th or 13th c., arose the name of the country, Dintisk- 
lant , now Deutschland, = Germany. In the 15th and 16th c. 
* Dutch ’ was used in England in the general sense in which 


DUTCH. 

we now use * German and in this sense it included the 1 
language and people of the Netherlands as part of the * Low 
Dutch ' or Low German domain. After the United Pro- 
vinces became an independent state, using the ‘ Neder- 
duytsch ’or Low German of Holland as the national language, 
the term ‘ Dutch ' was gradually restricted in England to 
the Netherlander, as being the particular division of the 
* Dutch’ or Germans with whom the English came in con- 
tact in the 17th c. ; while in Holland itself duitsch, and in 
Germany deutsch, are, in their ordinary use, restricted to 
the language and dialects of the German Empire and of 
adjacent regions, exclusive of the Netherlands and Fries- 
land ; though in a wider sense ‘ deutsch ’ includes these also, 
and may even be used as widely as ‘ Germanic ’ or 4 Teu- 
tonic Thus the English use of Dutch has diverged from 
the German and Netherlandish use since 1600.] 

A. adj. 

f 1. Of or pertaining to the people of Germany ; 
German ; Teutonic. Obs* exc, as a historical 
archaism, and in some parts of U. S. : see B 1 and 
Dutchman. 

High Dutch , of or pertaining to the South Germans who 
inhabit the more elevated parts of Germany, High German; 
Low Dutch , of or pertaining to the Germans of the sea 
coast, and flatter districts in the north and north-west, 
including the Netherlands and Flanders^ 

<7x460 Towneley Myst. (Surtees) 31 1 Hie barnes bredeles. 

A home and a duch ax, his slefe must be flekyt. 1480 
Caxton Chron, Eng. ccxli. 266 Lordes and knytjtesofhir 
countre of heme and of other duche tonges. 1530 Palsgr. 

31 In propre names commyng out of the Greke or doutehe 
tong. 1563 Shute A rchit, A iij a, French and dowche writers. 
2570 Levins Manip. 195/35 Dutche, Teutonicus. 1599 
Minsheu, Gente Alemdna , the high Dutch people, the high 
Germans. x6oi R. Johnson Kingd. <§■ Commit). (1603) 132 
When the Dutch knightes were Lordes of the countrey 
[Poland]. x6n Coryat Crudities 376 The Dutch word 
Zurich signifieth two kingdomes. 1788 M. Cutler in Life , 
Jrnls. <£* Corr. (1888) I. 404 We baited our horses . . at the 
first house, a Dutch cabin [in Pennsylvania], 1884 Sat. 
Rev. 14 June 785/2 The High-Dutch practice of ennobling 
every substantive with a capital. 

2. Of, pertaining to, or characterizing the 1 Low- 
Dutch ’ people of Holland and the Netherlands. 

Dutch school a school of painters and style of painting 
which attained its highest development in the Netherlands, 
in which commonplace subjects, chosen from ordinary or low 
life, received consummate artistic treatment. 

[1568 (///A) Propositions or Articles drawn out of Holy 
Scripture, showing the Cause of continuall Variance in the 
Duch Church in London.] 2606 Dekkeu AV?'. Sinnes (Arb.) 
37 The short waste hangs ouer a Dutch Botchers stall in 
Vtrich. 1611 Middleton & Dekker Roaring Girl 11. ii. 
You’ll have the great Dutch slop. 1617 Minsheu Ductor 
s.v. Dnchman , The Duch nation aboue all other haue had 
the glorie and fame . . for their valour in warre . . fortunate 
battels both by land and sea. 1742 Pope Dune. iv. 198 
Each fierce Logician . . dash’d thro’ thin and thick On 
German Crouzaz, and Dutch Burgersdyck. 1822 Scott 
Pirate xxvi, Brenda .. ran from her like a Spanish mer- 
chantman from a Dutch caper. 1838 Murray's Hand-bk. 
N. Germ. 16 The collections of pictures of the Dutch 
school. 2842 Tennyson Gardener’s Dau. 188 A Dutch love 
For tulips. 

3. Of or belonging to the Dutch ; native to, or 
coming from, Holland ; first used, introduced, in- 
vented, or made by the Dutch. 

1592 Nashe P. Penilesse , [As hoary as Dutch butter]. 
1667 Wood Life (Oxf. Hist. Soc) II. 131 A. W. did 
transcribe on Dutch paper. 1681 Trial S. Colledge 36 
There was an Original drawn with a Pencil, upon Dutch 
Paper. 1695 Congreve Love for L. iv. xxi, Dreams and 
Dutch almanacs are to be understood by contraries. 2698 
Land. Gaz. N o. 3358/4, 5 Cane Chairs, 3 Dutch Chairs. 2840 
Dickens Old C. Shop x, Late as the Dutch clock showed 
it to be. . 1881 Syd. Soc. Lex., Camphor, Dutch . Japan 
camphor is so called because it was introduced into com- 
merce by the Dutch. 

Tb . Often distinguishing a particular sort of article, 
originally made in or imported from Holland : e.g. 

Dutch barn, brick, carpet, case, cheese, clinker, 
drops, pen, pump : see quots. Dutch foil, gold, gilt, 
gilding, leaf, metal, a very malleable alloy of 21 parts 
of copper and 2 of zinc, beaten into thin leaves, and used 
as a cheap imitation of gold-leaf. Dutch liquid, oil, 
Ethene dichloride, 2 (CHa Cl), a thin oily liquid, having 
a sweetish smell and taste. Dutch mill, an oil mill for 
rape oil. Dutch pins, rubbers, a form of nine-pins or 
skittles. 

1886 W. A. Harris Techn. Diet. Fire Ins., * Dutch barn, 
a protection for hay, straw, &c., having the supports and 
framework of a bam, without the side and end boarding. 
1657 P~ Ligon Barbadoes (1673) Index 84 *Dutch Bricks, 
which they call Klinkers. 1890 A. Rimmer Summer 
Rambles Manchester 35 Red ‘Dutch’ bricks in ‘Flemish 
bond’. *858 Simmonds Diet. Trade, * Dutch-carpet, a 
mixed material of cotton and wool, used for floor-coverings. 
1874 Knight Diet. Meek., * Dutch-case (Mining), a shaft- 
frame composed of four pieces of plank, used in shafts and 
galleries. 1700 S. L. tr. Fryke’s Coy. E. Jnd. 7, 5 *Dutch 
Cheeses. 1858 Simmonds Diet. Trade , Dutch-cheese , a 
small round cheese made on the Continent from skim milk. 
*856 S. C. Brees Gloss. Terms, *Dutch clinkers, a de- 
scription of brick employed for paving stables and yards, 
being exceedingly hard. 1844 Dickens Mart. Chuz.xx iv, 
A bottle of *Dutch Drops. *858 Simmonds' Diet. Trade, 
Dutch-drops, a balsam or popular nostrum, prepared with 
od.of turpentine, tincture of guaiacum, nitric ether, suc- 
cinic acid, and oil of cloves. 1759 Symmer in Phil. Trans. 
LI- 375 A piece of paper, covered on one side with *Dutch 
gilding. 1825 Hone Every-day Bk. I. 51 Their . . ware has 
leaves of untarnished *dutch-gilt -stuck on. Ibid, 1170 The 
gingerbread stalls .. were . . fine, front the *dutch gold on 
meir . . ware. 284B Fownes Elem. Chem. in. (ed< 2) 404 
Rure *Dutch liquid is a thin colourless fluid, of agreeably 
fragrant odour, and sweet taste. 1851 Offtc. Cat ad. Gt.Exhib. 
L 192 Dutch liquid, chloride of olefiant gas, a new arises- 
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thetic agent, said to be less irritating than chloroform. 1877 
Watts Foitmes ’Chem. (ed. 12; II. 69 Dutch* liquid having 
been discovered by four Dutch chemists in 1795. 2825 

Hone Every-day Bk. I. 1245 Instead of leaf gold.. they 
were covered, .with *Dutch metal, c 1865 Ure in Circ. Sc. 
I. 09/2 These mortars and press boxes constitute what are 
called *Dutch mills. 1727-52 Chambers Cycl. s. v. Pen, 

* Dutch Pens , are those made of quills which have been 
passed through hot ashes, to take off the grosser fat and 
moisture thereof. 1802 Strutt Sports <$• Past. hi. vii. § 10 
*Dutch-pins is a pastime much resembling skittles; but 
the pins are taller and slenderer, especially in the middle 
pin, which is higher than the rest, and called the king-pin. 
1809 Sporting Mag. XXXIV. 236 A match at Dutch-pins 
for 100 guineas. 1867 Smyth Sailors H 'ord-bk., * Dutch 
pump , a punishment so contrived that, if the prisoner would 
not pump hard, he . was drowned. 1801 Strutt Sports 
Past. ni. vii. § 4. 238 Some call this game [long-bowling] 
# Dutch-rubbers. 

e. In names of trees and plants, of species or 
varieties introduced from Holland, or common in 
that country; orsometimesmeielytodistinguishthem 
from the common English variety or species ; e.g. 

Dutch Agrimony, Beech, Clover, Elm , Honeysuckle , 
Medlar, Mezereon , Myrtle , Violet , Willow, etc. ; see these 
words. Dutch Mice, Carmele, Lathyrus tuberosns. Dutch 
Rushes, a species of Equisetum or Horse-tail used for 
polishing; shave-grass. 

1548 Tu r ner - Karnes Herbes A vj b, Albucum. .groweth in 
gardines in Anwerp, it maye be named in englishe whyte 
affodil, or duche daffodil. Ibid. Dvb. Ibid. E v. 1640 
Parkinson Theat. Bot. 1x56 Sweet Dutch grasse with a 
tufted head. 1732-45 Miller Gard. Kalendar 79 Imperial, 
Cosand Brown .Dutch Lettuces. Ibid., The large-rooted 
Dutch Parsley. 1829 Loudon Encycl. Plants 208 note, 
Ulmus suberosa , often called the Dutch Elm. Ibid. 891 
note , Equisetum hyemale is imported from Holland under 
the name of Dutch rushes. 2849 Carpenter Veg. Phys. 

§ 757 Minute particles of silex or flinty substance, whose 
presence renders one species, . . the ‘ Dutch Rush valued for 
its use in polishing furniture and pewter utensils, i860 
Gardened s Chron. yjaJz Lathyrus tuberosns. .is occasion- 
ally cultivated under the name of Dutch Mice. x888 G. S. 
Boulger Earn. Trees Ser. 11. 242 The Dutch Elm . . was 
introduced by William III. for clipped hedges, on account 
of its rapid growth. 

4 . Characteristic of or attributed to the Dutch; 
often with an opprobrious or derisive application, 
largely due to the rivalry and enmity between the 
English and Dutch in the 17th c. 

Often with allusion to the drinking habits ascribed to the 
‘Dutch’; also to the broad heavy figures attributed to the 
N etherland ers, or to th eir flat-bottomed vessels. Sometimes 
little more than =. foreign, un-English. 

Dutch auction, bargain, concert , courage, gleek , night- 
ingale, uncle : see Auction, Bargain, etc. Dutch comfort, 
consolation, defence, feast , palate, reckoning, widow, see 
quots. Dutch wife, an open frame of ratan or cane used 
in the Dutch Indies, etc. to rest the limbs upon in bed. 

1872 Daily Tel. 30 Nov. (Farmer) The old *Dutch auction, 
by which an article was put up at a high price, and, if 
nobody accepted the offer, then reduced to a lower, the 
sum first required being gradually decreased until a fair 
value was attained. 2654 Whitlock Zootomia 28 The 
contract.. is not (like *Dutch Bargains’) made in Drinke. 
1796 Grose Diet. Vulg. T.,* Dutch Comfort , thank God it 
is no worse. 1773 Barrington in Phil. Trans. LXIII. 267 
What is commonly called a *Dutch concert, when several 
tunes are played together. 1867 Smyth Sailor’s Word-bk., 

* Dutch consolation. ‘Whatever ill befalls you, there’s 

somebody that’s worse*; or ‘It’s very unfortunate, but 
thank God it’s no worse \ 1888 All Year Round 0 June 

542. (Farmer) The expression often heard, ‘Thank Heaven, 
it is no worse’, is sometimes called Dutch consolation. 
2749 Fielding Tom Jones ix. vi, I am afraid Mr. Jones 
maintained a kind of *Dutch defence, and treacherously 
delivered up the garrison without duly weighing his 
allegiance to the fair Sophia. 2785 Grose Diet. Vulg. T., 

* Dutch feast , where the entertainer gets drunk before his 
guests. 2678 Norris Coll. Misc. Pref. (1699) 3 Fit only for 
a Tavern entertainment ; and that too among Readers of 
a *Dutch Palate, a 1700 B. E. Diet. Cant. Crew, * Dutch- 
Reckoning, or A Ite-mall, a verbal or Lump-account with- 
out particulars. 1867 Smyth Sailor’s Word-bk., Dutch 
reckoning, a bad day’s work, all in the wrong. 1608 Mid- 
dleton Trick to catch Old One in. iii, Hoord. What is that 
Florence? a widdow? Dra. Yes, a *duch widdow. Hoo. 
How? Dra. Thats an English drab sir. 

5 . Comb, (parasynthetic and adverbial), as Dutch- 
bellied, - built , - butiocked (see note to 4) ; Dutch- 
cut (like yews, etc. in Dutch gardening). 

2672 R. Wild Declar. Lib. Consc. 7 Such a Dutch-bellied, 
blundering, boreal Month as this March. 1676 Rep. French 
Capers 4 Aug. in Marvell Groimk Popery (1678) 59 Whether 
(as is imputed) all the Ships taken are Dutch built? 2823 
Moore Fables ii, 8 Some wished them tall; some thought 
your dumpy, Dutch-built the tr e Legitimate. 1868 Darwin 
Anim. f PI. 11 . xii. 8 The farmers Continued to select 
cattle with large hind-quarters, until they made a strain 
called * Dutch-buttocked \ 1893 T. C. Finlayson Ess. etc. 
97 Many allow themselves to be ‘Dutch-cut’. 

B. sb. [Elliptical uses of the adj.] 

1 . The German language, in any of its forms. 
Obs. exc. in High Dutch = German [_Hoch Deutsch}', 
Low Dutch *= Low German [ Platt Deutsch J, that 
of the north and north-west (including Nether- 
landish : see next), which has not undergone the 
High German consonant-mutation, and thus is in 
form nearer to English and Scandinavian. 

Pennsylvania Dutch , a degraded form of High German 
(brig, from the Rhine Palatinate and Switzerland) spoken 
by the descendants of the original German settlers in 
Pennsylvania. 

c 2380 WYCUF Sel. Wks. III. 100 Wheber it he. . wryten ift 
i Latin in Englyssche or in Frensche or Duchyssche [v.r. 
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Duche]. 2485 Caxton Pref. to Malory's Arthur , Bookes. . 
as wel in duche ytalyen spaynysshe and grekysshe a* in 
frensshe. 2547 Boorde Introd. Knowl. xv. J1870) 1 63 in 
Denmark, .ttieyr speche is Douche./ 1548 Turner (.title) 
The names of herbes in Greke, Latin, English, Duch and 
Frenche. 2578 Lyte Dodoens v, xxxi. 590 Called.. in high 
Douche, Meiaunen : in base Almaigne, Meloenen ; in 
Englishe, Melons, a 1634 Chapman A Ipkonsus 11. Plays 1873 
HI. 219 Good Aunt, teach me so much Dutch to ask her 
pardon. Empress, Say so : Gnediges frawlin vergebet 
mirs l etc.]. 2682 R, Ware Foxes # Firebrands ii. it 
Translated out of Low-Dutcn. 2722 De Foe Mem ^ Cava- 
lier (1840) 60, 1 spoke high Dutch. 2756-7 tr. Keysler’s 
Trav . (1760* IV. 326 A chronicle of Nurenberg, in High- 
Dutch, written in the year 1385. 2871 Earle Philol. Eng. 
Tongue % 17 The Saxons were a border people, and spoke 
a Low Dutch strongly impregnated with Scandinavian 
associations. 

2. The language of Holland or the Netherlands. 

[1647 H. Hexham (title), A copious English and Netber- 

duyteh Dictionarie.] a 1706 Dorset 1 Mason), Thy plays are 
such I’d swear they were translated out of Dutch. 1871 
Earle Pkiiol. Eng. Tongue § 470 The pronoun of the 
second person singular is lost in Dutch. 2872 R. Morris 
Hist. Outl. Eng, Accid. % 9 To the Low German division 
belong the following languages:- (1) Gothic.. (2) Frisian.. 
(3) Dutch. .(4) Flemish. .(5) Uld Saxon ..(6) English. 

b. Double ( j* high) Dutch', a language that one 
does not understand, gibberish, 

1789 Dibdin Poor Jack ii, Why ’twas just all as one as 
High Dutch. 2876 C. H. Wall tr. Moliere 1 . 216 (Farmer) 
Though I have said them [prayers] daily now these fifty 
years, they are still double Dutch to me. 1879 Spurgeon 
Serm. XXV. 297 The preacher preaches double Dutch or 
Greek, or something of the sort. 

3. The Dutch (pi.) t&. The Germans. Obs. b.The 
people of Holland and the Netherlands ; formerly 
called also Low Dutch, (f Rare pi. Dutches.) 

1577 Remembr. Life Gascoigne (Arb.) 19 Wel plaste at 
length, among the drunken Dutch [margin He served in 
Holland]. 1601 R. Johnson Kingd. Commw. (1603) 155 
Of mercenary soldiers .. he had 4300 Polonians : of chir- 
ch asses (that are under the Polonians) aboute 4000, Dutches 
and Scottes aboute 150. Ibid. 257 He is served by the 
Swizzers and the Dutch. 1631 T. Powell Tom all Trades 
(1876' 164 When our acquaintance tooke first life with those 
of the Low Countries, .the Dutch, .askt him [our Embas- 
sador] what handicraft our King was brought up unto. 
1648 H. Hexham Netherdutch Eng. Diet. Pref., Having 
of late compiled a large English and Netherdutch Dic- 
tionarie . . for the accoinmodation of the Netherdutches 
who are desirous to attaine unto the knowledge, .of onr 
English Tongue. 2666 Dryden Ann. Mirab. clxvii, The 
toils of war we must endure, And from the injurious Dutch 
redeem the seas. 1777 Watson Philip II (1839) 345 The 
success of Philip’s arms . . excited in the Dutch and Flem- 
ings the most alarming apprehensions, c 1826 G. Canning 
(in Lyra Elegantiarum 1867. 148) In matters of commerce, 
the fault of the Dutch Is giving too little and asking too 
much. 1831 Sir J. Sinclair Corr, II. 180 The Dutch are 
distinguished by a great desire for cleanliness. 

c. To beat the Dutch , to do something extra- 
ordinary or startling. That beats the Dutch, that 
beats everything, colloq. 

1775 Revolut. Song in Neiv Eng. Hist. Reg . Apr. (1857) 
19 1 (Bartlett) Our cargoes of meat, drink, and deaths beat 
the Dutch. 

f C. adv. In Dutch (or German) fashion. Obs. 
a 1602 ? Marston Pasquil # Hath. 11. 364 Drinke Dutch, 
like gallants, let’s drinke vpsey freeze. 

Hence Bn'tcMike a . ; Du tchly adv., in a Dutch 
fashion, like the Dutch. 

2599 H. Buttes Dyets Dry Dinner P. v, On English 
foole : wanton Italianly : . . Duchly drink : breath Indianly. 
2818 W. Allston in W. Irving' 1 s Life # Lett. (1864c I. 397 
Impenetrably, and most Dutchly grave. 1889 H issey Tour 
in Phaeton 203 Flat Dutchlike country, 

Butch, v. [f. prec. adj.] trans. To clarify and 
harden (quills) by plunging them in heated sand 
or rapidly passing them through a fire. 

2763 Lond. Chron. 3-6 Sept. 231/1 Advt., The whole art 
of Dutching, Clarifying, and Making of Quills perfectly 
clear and hard. 1768 Woman of Honor III. 215 Hardened 
like a quill, by being Dutched._ 2837 Whittock, etc. 
Coni ft. Bk. Trades (2842) 373 We imported vast quantities 
of quills from Hamburgh, Rotterdam, etc., and these were 
clarified or Dutched. 

Butcher 1 . rare. [f. Dutch, after Ger. dettlscher.} 
A Dutchman ; in earlier use, a German. 

1671 Crowne f uliana n. Dram. Wks. 1873 1 . 45 There 
have I .. boarded the French-man, the high Dutcher, the 
Spaniard, the Grecian. 1818 Btackw. Mag. III. 402 Re- 
viled the Dutchers as Poltroons and Shirks. 

Bu'tcher 2 . [f. Dutch v.] (See quot.) 

2875 Ure's Diet. Arts II. 333 ( Feathers) Quills are 
dressed by the London dealers.. the principal worker is 
called a Dutcher. 

Dutchess, obs. form of Duchess. 

Butchily (dtrtjifai), v. [f. Dutch a. + ~ey.] 
trans . To make Dutch ; to render Dutch-like. 

2680 Hon. Cavalier 13 So much Dutchified, as to under- 
stand the Phrase Hogan-Mogan. 2774 J. Q. Adams Diary 
11 Sept. Wks. II. 379 We . . heard . . a Dutchified English 
prayer and preachment. 1821 Coleridge Led. Shaks. ix. 
(1856) 215 In modern poems, where all is so dutchified, if I 
may use the word, by the most minute touches, that the 
reader naturally asks why words, and not painting, are 
used. 2890 Murray's Mag. Apr. 452 The. admixture tends 
to Anglicize the Dutch rather than to Dutchify the English. 

*f Dutchkin, a. nonce- wd. Obs. [f. Dutch 
- sis' : cf. alkin , etc.] Of ‘ Dutch * or German 
kind or sort 

2576 Gascoigne Steele Gl. Epil. 31 (Arb.) 83 What be 
they? women? masking in mens weedes ? With dutchkin 
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Sublets, and with Ierkins jaggde? With Spanish spangs, 
and ruffes set out of France ? 

Dutcllland (dp'tjl&nd). 
i*l.- [ = Ger. Deutschland.'] Germany. Ohs. 
Divided into High Dutchland and Low Dutchland , the 
latter including, and sometimes definitely meaning, the 
Netherlands. 

1547 Bale Sel. Wks. <1849) 2 43 Both in England and 
Butchland also. 2561 J. Wytheks tr. Calvin's Prof. Treat. 
Title-p., In France, Dutchland, Spaine. 1565 Shuts 
Archit . Bja, Trier in lowe Doutcheland. 1599 Minsheu 
Sp. Diet ., A le m aha, Germanic, high Dutchland. <*1634 
Chapman A Ipltonsus Plays 1873 HI* 206 Brave Duke of 
Saxon, Dutchland’s greatest hope. 

2 . Holland, the Netherlands, rare. 

1617 Minsheu Diietor, Duchland or Low Countries. 
1865 Mrs. Hawthorne in Bridge Pers. Recoil. N. Haw- 
thorne (1893' 104 Do we not like to see even a common 
object of still life truthfully represented by the great masters 
of Dutchland ? 

Butciunan (dzrtjm&n). [f. Dutch it. + Man.] 
+ 1 . A German ; a man of Teutonic race. Ohs. 
exc. locally in V \ S. 

1387 Trevisa Higden (Rolls) I. 253 J?e woodnesse of 
Duchesmen [furore m Teutmicorum\ 1413 Pilgr. Sowle 
(Caxton 1483) iv. xxx. 80 Be it duysshe man or lumbard or 
ony other naeion. 1538 Wriothesley Ckron. (1875) I. 90, 
3 men and 1 woman, all Duchemen borne. 1570 Lf.vins 
Manip. 21/2 Dutchman, Teulonicus. 1599 Shaks. Muck 
Ado 111. ii. 33 To bee a Dutchman to day, a Frenchman to 
morrow. 1617 Minsheu Duct or, A Duchman or German. 
Vi[de] German. 1788 M. Cutler in Life, Jrttls. $ Corr. 
(1888) I. 404 This is a good house, kept by a Dutchman 
jin Pennsylvania]. 

2 . An inhabitant of Holland or the Netherlands. 
1596 Edward III, nu i. 25 In Netherland, Among those 

euer-bibbing Epicures, Those frothy Dutch men, puft with 
double-beer, 1617 Minsheu Dactor, A Duchman , or one 
of the Low Countries, 1700 S. L. tr. Fry he's Pay. E. hid. 
66 A Gill of Brandy (the best thing in the World to inspire 
Courage into a Dutch-man). 1873 F. C. Burnand Mv Time 
i, Uncle Van Clym was a Dutchman. Mod. Is he a German 
ora Dutchman? 

b. Phr. Dm a Dutchman , i. e. some one that 
I am not at all : as the alternative clause to an 
assertion or questioned hypothesis, colloq. 

1837 Thackeray Ravenswing iii, If there’s a better- 
dressed man in Europe. .I’m a Dutchman. 1856 Reade 
Never too late Hi, If there is as much gold on the ground 
of New South Wales as will make me a wedding-ring, I 
am a Dutchman. Mod. It is my brother, or I’m a Dutch- 
man. 

3 . A Dutch, ship. 

Flying Dutchman ', a. A legendary spectral ship sup- 
posed to be seen in the region of the Cape of Good Hope ; 
also, the captain of this ship, said to have been condemned 
to sail the seas for ever. b. In recent years, applied to 
a particular express train on the Great Western Railway 
running between London and Bristol. 

1657 R. Ligon Barbadoes (1673 > 19 There was a Dutch 
man that lay there but three dayes, and in that little stay 
lost two Anchors, x 676 Dryden A-urengz. Ded., They. . 
give it no more Quarter, than a Dutch-Man would to an 
English Vessel in the Indies. 18x3 Scott Rokeby n. xi. 
note, A fantastic vessel, called by sailora the Flying 
Dutchman. 1839 Marry at Phant. Ship ix, I fear no 
Flying Dutchman. 1870 Bradwooi> The O. V, TL 25 The 
Flying Dutchman from Paddington. 

4 . Carpentry. (See quot.) 

1874 Knight Diet. Meek., Dutchman ( Carpentry ), a 
playful name for a block or wedge of wood driven into a gap 
to hide the fault in a badly made joint. 

5 . Comb., as Dutchman's breeches, (a) a name 
in U.S. of the plant Dicentra Cucitllaria\ (b) Naut. 
(see quot. 1867) ; Dutchman’s laudanum, a 
climbing shrub allied to the passion-flower, Passi- 
Jlora Murucuja {Murucuja ocellata ) ; also, a nar- 
cotic prepared from this ; Dutchman’s pipe, (a) 
‘an American name for Aristolochia Sipho ’ ( Treas . 
Bot. 1 866); (b) the nest of the South American 
wasp. 

2756 P. Browne Jamaica 328 The Bull-hoof or Dutch- 
man’s Laudanum, .a climber, whose fruit is.. about the size 
of a large olive. 1857 Dunguson Med. Lexicon 315 Dutch- 
man’s Pipe, Aristolochia Hirsuta. 1865 Wood Homes 
without //. xxiii. (1868) 421 The South American wasp, 
which makes the nest popularly called the * Dutchman’s 
pipe ’. _ x866 Treas, Bot. 400/1 Dicentra Cucullaria, is 
known in the United States as Dutchman’s Breeches, from 
the shape of the spurred flower. 1867 Smyth Sailor’s Word- 
bk., Dutchman's breeches, the patch of blue sky often seen 
when a gale is breaking, is said to be, however small, 
‘enough to make a pair of breeches for a Dutchman’. 
Hence Dutchman -like, a. 

2612 W. Sclater Christians Strength 5 That same vn- 
measurable and Dutchinanlike drinking. 

Dutchpeeres, corrupt f. Douzepers, Ohs . 
Dutchwoman. [See Dutchman.] fa. A 
German woman. Obs. exc. locally in U.S. b. 
A woman of Holland or the Netherlands. 

1788 M. Cutler in Life , Jnils. $ Corr. (*888) I. 400 His 
wife is the handsomest, smartest, and most delicate Dutch- 
woman we have seen on the road . . she was born in Germany, 
and came over when a child. Mod. Mrs. L. is a Dutch 
woman, a native of Haarlem. 

Bu*tchy, a. [f. Dutch + -yL] Dutch-like. 

iB6z A. Gray Lett. (1893) 495, 1 was copying out Grise- 
bach’s manuscripts for the printer (for the printer won't 
touch the Dutchy-looking thing). 1893 J. H. Ross in 
King’s Business (New Haven, Conn.) 127 The faces fin 
Rembrandt's Scripture pictures] are not ideal but Dutchy. 
But ohy, obs. form of Duchy. 


1 * Bute. Obs. Shortened form of dedute , De- 
Duit, enjoyment, pleasure. 

#1300 Fall $ Passion 24 in E. E. P. (1862) 13 Of paradis 
he grete dute. c 1305 Laud Cokaygne 9 ibid. 156 {>03 per 
be loi and grete dute. 13.. Gaw. Gr. Knt. 1020 Much 
dut watz per dryuen pat day. 

Bute, obs. form of Doubt. 

Duteous (diartibs), a. Also 6-7 dutious. [f. 
Duty + -ous ; cf. the earlier beauteous .] Character- 
ized by the performance of duty to a superior ; 
dutiful, submissive, obedient, subservient, (Of 
persons and their actions, etc.) 

1593 Shaks. Liter. 1360 And yet the duteous vassal scarce 
is gone. 1594 — - Rich. Ill, n. i. 63, 1 intreate true peace 
of you, Which I will purchase with my dutious seruice. 
1605 — Lear iv. vi. 258 Duteous to the vices of thy Mistris. 

10. 5 Milton Tetrach. Wks. (1847) 190/2 But the law can 
compel the offending party to be more duteous. 1698 
Dryden On a Lcuty who died at Bath 35 A daughter 
duteous, and a sister kind. 2742 Young Nt. i'h. 1. 417 And 
only wish. As duteous sons, our fathers were more wise. 
1805 Scott Last Minstr. 1. iii, Nine-and- twenty yeomen 
tall Waited, duteous, on them all. 

Hence Dtrteously ctdv. ; Dtrteousness. 

1660 Jer. Taylor Duct. Dubit. hi. v. (R.), Whatever 
dutiousness or observance comes afterwards. 1814 Words- 
worth Excurs. vil. 667 Once every day he duteously re- 
paired To rock the cradle of the slumbering babe. 1822 
Scott Nigel xxvii, Kneeling duteously down. 1839 J. 
Sterling Ess. etc. {1848) I. 311 (Carlyle) Without faith, 
affectionateness, duteousness, truth. 

Dutiable (diw-t^ab’l), a. [f. Duty + -able.] 
Liable to duty ; on which a duty is levied. 

1774 A. Young Pol. Arith. (L., s. v. Excise ), The number 
of dutyable articles. 1858 Hawthorne Fr.fr It. Jrnls. 

11. 2ox He inquired whether I had any dutiable articles. 
1884 Chamb. Jrnl. 26 Jan. 58/2 Goods now comprised in the 
tariff as ‘ dutiable 

Dutied {diz7*tid), a. U.S. [f. Duty + -ed 2 .] 
Subjected to duty ; on which duly is charged. 

1771 T. Jefferson Let. Writ. 1892 I. 394 Everything but 
the dutied articles. 2866 A. L. Perry Elent. Pol. Ecotu 
(1873) 522 Goods into which dutied goods have entered. 

Dutiful (di«*ti/ul), a. [f. Duty + -pul.] 

1 . Full of ‘duty Vie. that which is due to a 
superior ; rendering the services, attention, and re- 
gard that are due. 

1552 Huloet, Dutifull or dewtifull, ofheiosns. 1590 J. 
Smyth in Lett . Lit. Men (Camden) 57 With all duetifull 
respect unto your Lordship. 1704 J. Trapp Ab- a-Mule n. 
i. 401 How can I pay dutiful Allegiance To him? 2748 
Richardson Clarissa (1811) I. xviii. 134 If words were to 
pass for duty, Clarissa Harlowe would he the dutifullest 
child bre thing. 1844 H. H. Wilson Brit. India 1 . 51 1 
Dutiful and loyal subjects of the King of Great Britain. 

f 2 . Relating to duty or obligation. Obs. rare. 

1588 A. King tr. Canisim 1 Catech. 177 Quhilk [cardinal] 
venues ar also called, official or dewetifull, for that of thame 
proceids al kynd of offices and dewties. 

Dutifully (di^'tifuli), adv. [f. pree. + -ly 2 .] 
In a dutiful manner; with the regard and observ- 
ance that is due. 

1552 Huloet, Dutifullye or dewtifullye, ojficiose. 1579 80 
North Plutarch 195 (R.) Citizens, whose persons and purse 
did dutifully serve the commonwealth in their wars. 1632 
Lithgow Trav.v. 171 Having dutifully taken my Counge 
of many worthy friends. 1816 Southey Poet's Pilgr. 
Proem, Ye Nymphs.. Whom I have dutifully served so long. 

Dutifulness (cU»’titulnes). [f. as prec. 4- 
-ness.] The quality of being dutiful ; the habit of 
due performance of obligations to superiors. 

1576 Fleming Panopl. Epist. 329 The auncient duetiful- 
n esse, which I owe to your reverence, xdxi Speed Hist. 
Gt. Brit. ix. xix. (1632) 932 We doe it rather out of a sense 
of our dutifulnesse. 2748 Richardson Clarissa (1811) I. 
xxxvi. 264 A dutifulness so exemplary. 1888 Burgon Lives 
12 Gd. Men I. ii. 277 His dutifulness, .to his Parents. 

Dutiless (dizrtiles), a. [f. Duty + -less.] 

1 . Wanting in the performance of duty; undutiful. 
Obs. or arch. 

1592 Nobody <$• Someb. in Simpson Sck. Shaks . (1878) I. 
298 To be so dutilesse unto the Queene. a 1603 T. Cart- 
wright Confut. Rhem. N* T, (1618) 155 Wee are not so 
dutilesse to endevour any such thing. 1889 Swinburne 
Stud, in Prose § P. (1894) 202 The heartless and dutiless 
young king. 

2 . On which duty has not been paid. (? 7 once-use.) 

1894 Crockett Raiders 'gj The lads who bring over the 

dutiless gear from Holland and the Isle of Man. 

Butra, -troa, -troy, -try, var. Dewtry, Obs. 

Butte, obs. form of Doubt, and of Drr v. 
Buttee, dutty, obs. forms of Dhoti. 

Bttty (di£'ri). Forms: 3 deuyte, 4 dewete, 
(dwete), 4-5 duete(e, duyte, 4-6 deute, dew- 
te(e, 5 dutee, (dywte), dwte, 5-6 dute, dutye, 

5- 7 dutie, 6 deuty, duitie, Sc. deuitie, dewite, 

6- 7 dew(ejtie, -y(e, duetie, -y(e, 6- duty, 
[a. AF. duetd, duite, deweti, f. du, due Due: see-TY, 
and d. beauty, fealty. Not recorded in continental 
French: cf. Devoir.] 

1 . The action and conduct due to a superior; 
homage, submission; due respect, reverence; an 
expression of submission, deference, or respect. 

1297 R. Glouc. (1724) 3x6 pe kyng . . gret deuyte tolde of 
hem, vor her gentryse. c 1386 Chaucer Knt is T. 2202 
That goode Arcite . . Departed is with duetee and honour 
Out of this foule prison.ne of this ly£ c 1485 Digby Myst. 
(1882) iv. 994 To do hym reuerence & dewtee. 2551 T. 


Wilson Logike (1580) 70 [To] dooe his dutie with his Cappe 
of to his better. 1588 Shaks. Z,, L. L. iv. ii. 147 Stay not 
thy complement, I forgiue thy duetie, adue. 1602 — Ham . 
1. ii. 252 Our duty to your Honour. 2703 Rowe Fair Penii. 
Ded., What Duty, what Submission shall they not pay to 
that Authority ? 2851 Ht. Martineau Hist. Peace (1877) 
III. v. ix. 383 Before noon came the lord mayor, with 
aldermen and other members of the Corporation, to offer 
their duty on behalf of the city of London. 1875 Princess 
Alice in Mem. 15 June (1884) 337 Many, many kisses from, 
all children, and William s respectful duty. 

b. spec. An action clue to a feudal superior or 
lord of a manor. Cf. also 3 c. 

1893 Elton & Mack ay Law of Copyholds App. v. No. 17. 
502 To have and to hold . . according to the custom of the 
manor, by and under the rents, duties, and services there- 
for due and of right accustomed. 

f 2 , That which is owing to any one; (one’s) 
clue ; a debt ; a charge, fee, etc. legally due ; a due 
portion or allowance. Of duty : as a debt or thing 
due. Obs. a. with possessive of the person to 
whom it is due. 

^1386 Chaucer Friar’s T. 54 His maister had not half his 
duetee. Ibid. 93 To reysen vp a rente That longeth to my 
loi des duetee. c 1440 Generydes 2016 He and his ayeris 
claymeth it of dewte. 2476 Sir J. Paston in Paston Lett. 
No. 779 III. 166 Dy verse have lost mony er they cowde 
gete ther dywtes owte off the Staple. 1487 Act 3 Hen. Vll j 
c. 4 [5] Preamb., To defraude ther creditours of their duties, 
2526 34 Tindale Matt. xx. 14 Take that which is thy duty. 
— Luke xii. 42 To geve them their duetie of meate at due 
season. 1541 Barnes Wks . (1573) 231 A To him that worketh 
is the rewarde not geuen of fauour, but of duetye. 2642 tr. 
Perkins’ Prof. Bk. xi. § 755 A stranger by his act without 
my assent shall not take away my duty. 

b. with possessive of the person by whom it 
is due. 

c 2430 Lydg. Min. Poems 141 (Matz.) How may this be 
that thou art froward To hooly chirche to pay thy dewtee. 
1540 Hyrde tr. Fives' Instr. Ckr. Worn. (1592) Bbviij, To 
p.iy their duty unto nature, as their creditor. 1573 Satir. 
Poems Reform, xlii. 198 Kirkis. .dois also pay Thair dewtie 
alsweill as thay. 2628 Coke On Litt. 291 a, If A. be ac- 
countable to B. and B. releaseth him all his duties. 


8. A payment due and enforced by law or custom. 
c 1489 Caxton Sonnes of Aymon vi. 150 He sholde be free 
of all maner of duytes the space of x. yeres. 1582 Marbeck 
Bk. of Notes 559 Therewith were they quite of all duetyes, 
both of rent, custome, tribute, and tolle. 

spec, f a. Payment lor the services of the church. 
Chiefly pi. Obs. (superseded by dues). 

1432 E. E. Wills (1882) 88 Y wille that my parisshe 
chirches haue alle here duetees. 2524 Test. Ebor. (Surtees) 
V. 53, I will that the parrysh prest and the parrysh clerke 
have ther dewty as they by custome have hadde aforetyme. 
2546 Supplic. Poore Commons (E. E. T. S.) 86 These 
charitable men. .woulde not take the paynes to bury the 
dead corps, onlesse they had theyr dutye, as they call it. 
2552 Bk. Com. Prayer , Matrimony , The man shal geue 
vnt o the woman a ring, laying the same vpon the boke with 
the accustomed duty to the priest and clerke [so also in 1662]. 
1562 Child Marriages (E. E. T. S.) 139 That they shuld 
resort to their owne parish churche..and pay their duties 
accordingly. 

b. A payment to the public revenue levied 
upon the import, export, manufacture, or sale of 
certain commodities, the transfer of or succession 
to property, licence to use certain things or practise 
certain trades or pursuits, or the legal recognition 
of deeds and documents, as contracts, receipts, 
certificates, protests, affidavits, etc. Applied to the 
payments included under the several heads of cus- 
toms, excise, licences, stamp-duties, probate and suc- 
cession duties (death duties), inhabited house duty. 

In general, ‘duties’ differ from other taxes in that they are 
levied upon specific articles or transactions, .and not upon 
persons whether by capitation or in proportion to their in* 
come or possessions. But the distinction is not strictly 
observed in language; a ‘window-tax’ and ‘dog-tax’ are 
duties, as much as the inhabited house duty, or the duty on 


men-servants. 

2474 Caxton Chesse 120 The costumes, tolles, scawage, 
peages and duetees of the cytees. 2509-10 Act 1 Hen. 
FIJI, c. 20. § 1 Yf eny concelement be founde in the mer- 
chaundez of the dewetye aforeseid [== poundage]. 2530 
Palsgr. 216/1 Dutie or exaction, exaction. 2644 Evelyn 
Diary 11 Oct., Here, having payd some small duty, we 
bought some trifles offer d us by the souldiers, but with- 
out going on shore. 1660 Act 12 Chas. II, c. 4 Sched. of 
Rules r. 4, Any kind of Wines w ch formerlie have paid aU 
the dutyes of the Tonnage inwardes. s 66 gSc.Acts Chas. II, 
c. 9 The tolls customes and other dewties belonging to the 
said yeerlie fair and weeklie mercat. 1705 Lond. Gaz. No. 
4x54/4, 86 Hogsheads of. .White Wine. . to be deliver d free 
of all Duties, except the Orphans Duty. 2721 Swift Jrnl. 
to Stella 2 Oct., Cards are very dear : there is a duty on 
them of sixpence a pack. 2721 Act 20 Anne, c. 19. ^ 34 A ■ 
said Books, Prints, and Maps as are to pay the said Duties 
ad Valorem. 17x2 Addison Sped. No. 445 f 3, 1 am informed 
by my Bookseller he must raise the Price of every single 
Paper to Two-pence, or that he shall not be able to pay the 
Duty of it. 1766 Franklin Exam. Wks ; 1887 III. 447 By 
taxes they [the American colonists] mean Internal taxes ; by 
duties they mean customs. 1825 McCulloch Pol. hcon. 
iii. viii. 387 High duties were laid on foreign corn when im- 
ported. 1894 Act 57 & 58 Fief. c. 30. § 34 duties of income 
tax granted by this act. 2894 Harcourt Sp. H 0. Commons 
16 Apr., The death duties have grown up piecemeal ana 
bear traces of their fragmentary origin.. There exist at pre- 
sent five duties, and there is a wide distinction between them 
that may be illustrated by the Probate and Legacy Duty. 

<5. Sc. Law. A payment made in recognition, of 
feudal superiority ; hence, the rent of a feu or lease- 
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hold tenement {perpetual or for a term of years). 
Mails and duties ', see Mail, 

1536 Bellenden Cron, Scat, xi. viii. (Jam.), He dis- 
charge thame of ail malis and dewteis aucht to hym for v. 
verts to cum. C1565 Lindksay (Pitscottie) Citron. Scot. 
(1728) 165 Constrained to pay the yearly duty and mails 
of the said lands. 1606 Sc, Acts Jets, VI, c. 13 (title). 
Act in favouris of his Majesteis vasseliis for payment of 
their blenshe dueties. x66g Sc. Acts Chas. II, c. 5 But 
prejudice to Superiors, to vse poinding against their Vas- 
salls for their few duties. 1723 Blench-duty [see Blanch 
sb. 3 c]. 1861 W. Bell Did. Lmv Scot, s.v., Feu-duty 

.. The feu-duty is truly a rent in cattle, grain, money, 
or services, generally agricultural ; varying in amount 
from an adequate to a merely elusory rent. 

. 4 . Action, or an act, that is due in the way of 
moral or legal obligation ; that which one ought 
or is bound, to do ; an obligation. (The chief cui- 
rent sense.) 

01385 Chaucer L. G. IV. Prol. 360 (MS. Gg. 4. 27) Hym 
owith o verry duetee. .wel to heryn here excusacyons, c 1489 
Caxton Sonnes of Aymon xiv. 324 Yet have 1 lever to serve 
you, as mi dute is for to doo. 1526-34 Tindai.e Luke xviu 
10 We have done that which was oure duetye to do. 1530, 
etc. Bounden duty [see Bounden 5].. 1560 Bible (Genev.) 
Eccl. xii. 13 Feare God and kepe his commandments : for 
this is the whole dutie of man, 1651 Hobb»is Leviath. n. 
xxxi. 186 The entire Knowledge of Civill duty. 1748 But- 
ler Serm. Wks. 1874 II. 317 Economy is the duty of ail 
persons, without exception. 1805 (21 Oct.) Nelson in 
J. K. Laughton Nelson xi. (1895) 221. (Signal at Trafalgar) 

* England expects that every man will do his duty,’ 1845 
M. Pattison Ess. (1889) I. 15 To do one’s duty thoroughly 
is not easy in the most peaceable times. 1876 Mozley Univ. 
Serm. ix. (1877) 183 The New Testament says comparatively 
little. about duties to equals, and enlarges upon duties to 
inferiors. 

b. Absolutely: Moral obligation ; the bind- 
ing force of what is morally right. (Sometimes 
personified.) 

1579 Lyly E uplines ’Arb.) 195 Where duetie can haue no 
shewe, honestie can beare no sway, 1671 Milton P. E. hi. 
172 Zeal and duty are not slow, But on Occasion’s forelock 
watchful wait. 1732 Law Serious C. ix. (eel. 2) 132 Out of 
a pious tender sense of Duty. 1805 Wordsw. Ode to Duty 
i, Stern Daughter of the Voice of God! O Duty ! 1869 
Lowell Parting of Ways 8 'The figure of a woman veiled, 
that said, *My name is Duty, turn and follow me’. 1894 
Wolseley Marlborough II. xci. 445 In England the noble, 
selfless word ‘ duty ' has long been the motto of her most 
famous warrior sous, 

5 . The action which one’s position or station 
directly requires ; business, office, function. 

1375-89 in Eng. Gilds 5 Jif eny . . haue dwellid in he bre- 
therhede vij. 3er, and done h«rto alle he duy tes with-in he 
tyme, 1393 Gower Conf I. 12 Which is the propre duetee 
Belongend unto the presthode. x$xzAct 4 Hen. VIII , c. x, 

§ 2 If. . Constables do not theire dutie as is aforesayd. 1535 
CovERDALE i Citron, x. 27 Their dewtye was to geue attend- 
ance to open euery mornynge. x6g 8 Fryer Acc, E. India 
§ P. X02 Other Fakiers .(whose Duty it is daily to salute 
the Sun at his Height, Rising, and Setting, with their 
Mustek). 1847 Marry at Childf. N. Forest iii, His father. . 
was. - too aged to do the duty [of forest ranger], 

b. Eccl. Performance of the prescribed services 
or offices of the chnrch ; in R . C. Ch attendance 
at the public services, confession, communion, etc. 

Ministerial or clerical duty, or (with contextual indica- 
tion 1 simply dutyx the regular ministration and service of 
a clergyman, 

1526 Pilgr. Perf, (W. de W. 1531) 158 b, Whan ye synge 
or say your duty. 1692 Covt. Grace Conditional 71 Per- 
sons that have cast off Sabbaths, Duties, Ordinances. 1796 
Jane Austen Pride Prej. xiii. (18x3) 55 Provided that 
some other clergyman is engaged to do the duty of the day. 
1814 — M ansf. Park xx v . (D. >, Edmund might, in the common 
phrase, do the duty of Thornton, that is, he might read 
prayers and preach. 1843 Lever f Hinton xix. (1878) 132 
He [a priest] asked why Tim didn’t come to his duties. 1891 
E. Peacock N. Brettdon 1 1. 197 A papist always going to 
her duties. Mod, tie lived in my rectory and took duty 
for me last August. He does Sunday duty in a neighbouring 
parish. 

C. Mil. Prescribed or appointed military service 
(now, other than actual engagement with an enemy : 
see quot. 1853). 

1590 R. Williams Disc. Warre (ed. 2) 30 Considering the 
number of hands that come to fight, and to doo duetie. 1607 
Shaks. Cor. i. vii. 1 Keepe your Duties As I haue set them 
downe. 17x2 Steele Sped. No. 493 Px A Regiment which 
did Duty in the West-Indies. 1849 Macaulay Hist. Eng. 
11. 385 It had been wisely determined that the duty of the 
capital should be chiefly done by the British soldiers in the 
service of the States General. 1853 Stocqueler Miiit. 
Encycl., Duty, the exercise of those functions which belong 
to a soldier, with this distinction, that duty is counted the 
mounting guard, etc, where no enemy is to be engaged; 
hut when any body of men marches to meet the enemy, it is 
strictly called going upon service. 

d. School work. The service other than teaching 
performed by an assistant master, consisting in 
taking charge of the pupils out of school hours, 
superintending preparation of lessons, keeping order 
in corridors and dormitories, and the like. 

Sometimes this work is shared among the. members of the 
staff, some of whom are thus on while others are off duty ; 
sometimes it is done entirely, or nearly so, by a duty-master. 

e. phr. On duty : engaged in the performance 
of one’s appointed office, service, Or ta^k. Off 
duty : the opposite of this ; not officially engaged. 

Milton P. L. u. 333 Men wont to watch On duty. 
*6p8 Fryer Acc. JS. India 4 P. 134 Killing Two of the 
Watch on Duty... ' : . X700 S. L. tr. Fryke's Voy. E. Ind. 298, 


I was upon Duty in the Fort Galture. 179s Mrs* Rad- 
cliffe Rom. forest i, On duty with his regiment in Ger- 
many. 1852 Thackeray Esmond u. ii. When off duty.* 
Captain Dick often came to console his friends. 

f. Of things: To do duty , to discharge a func- 
tion ; to serve or stand for something else. 

1871 Earle Philol. Eng. Tongue § 289 Observe that ought 
once did duty for both these senses. 1873 Tristram Moab 
ii. 28 A railway reading lamp did duty for footlights. 1878 
Bosw. Smith Carthage 198 With historians and other prose 
writers, stock epithets almost always do duty. 

6. Meek. The measure of effectiveness of an engine, 
expressed by the number of units of practically 
effective work done per unit amount or weight of 
fuel. (See also quot. 1890.) 

1827 D. Gilbert in Phil. Trans. CXVII. 26 Duty, a term 
first introduced by Mr. Watt, in ascertaining the comparative 
merit of steam-engines. 1874 J. H. Collins Metal Mining 
X02 Good Cornish engines, .in water-works, whose ‘duty’ 
averages nearly, or quite, 100,000,000 foot-lbs., or in other 
words, which lift one hundred million pounds of water one 
foot high, by the consumption of each hundredweight of 
coal. 1876 Tait Rec. Adv. Phys. Sc. vi. 151 The duty of an 
animal engine is much larger than the duty of any other 
engine, steam or electro-magnetic. 1890 J. W. Powell in 
Century Mag. 770/2 The amount of water which is needed 
to serve an acre of land. This is called the ‘ duty ’ of water, 
and in the United States it varies widely. 

7 . at Nib. and Comb as duty call, dance *, duty- 
doing , -monger ; (in sense 3 c) duty-fowl, -ore ; also 
duty-paid a., on which customs or excise-duty has 
been paid ; duty-sergeant, a sergeant who has the 
charge of seeing that military duty (5 c) is done; 
duty-sounding, the sounding of a trumpet for 
some special military duty. 

1850 B’ness Tautphcecjs The Initials (Bentley Ed.) 325 
Released from what he probably considered a "Muty dance. 
x8Sx ‘ Rita ’ My Laily Coquette viii, I am marked out for 
. . duty-dances for the rest of the evening. 1563 Foxe Life 
Latimer in Serm. <$* Rem. (1845) P* xvi, Detaining him 
from his ’’duty-doing. 1802 Mar. Edgeworth Rosanna i. 
(1832) 301 Notice that they must pay all the *duty-fowl and 
duty-geese. 1692 Covt. Grace Conditional 71 Calling them, 
* Duty-mongers, Men of an Old Testament Spirit. x88x 
Raymond Mining Gloss., * Duty -ore ( Cormv .), the landlord’s 
share of the ore. 1893 Times T3 June 9/4 A large export of 
*duty-paid Irish spirits. 1890 Pall Mall G. 13 Sept. 3 /x 
There should.. be more sergeants to a battalion, so as to 
give four ^duty-sergeants to each company. 1799 Instr. 

Reg. Cavahy (1813) 281 Trumpet *Duty Soundings. 
1. Reveille. 2. Stable Call — For stable duties. 1844 Regul. 
<5 Ord. Army 140 The Duty-Soundings of every Regiment 
are to be invariably performed On Trumpets in the Key of 
E fiat. 

Duty-free* cl . and adv. [See Duty 3 b.] Free 
of duty ; exempt from payment of duty. 

1689 Order in Council 12 Dec. in Land. Gas. No. 2514/1 
The Term allowed for the Importation of Provisions and 
Necessaries into Ireland Duty-free. 1793 T. Jefferson 
Writ. (1S59) IV. 43 Where a treaty does not give the prin- 
cipal right of selliug, the additional one of selling duty free 
cannot be given. 1861 M. Pattison Ess. i 1889) I. 43 The 
Hanseatic traders, .imported their goods duty-free. 

Duumvir (diwjtrmvai). PI. -virs, or in L. 
form -viri (-virai). [L. duumvir lit. ‘ man of the 
two *, * one of the two men ’ ; in pi. originally duo- 
vi.fi l the two men later duumviri after the sing.] 
In Rom. Hist. : One of the duumviri, the general 
name given to pairs of co-equal magistrates and 
functionaries in Rome and in her colonise and 
municipia. Hence, in modem use, one of two 
colleagues in authority. 

1600 Holland Livy 1. xxvi. 19 b, The king [Tullus los- 
tilius], .assembled the people together and said : ‘ I ordaine 
Duumvirs to sit upon Horatius.. to judge him according to 
the law’. 1727-51 Chambers Cycl. s. v., The antient 
Romans, .had almost as many Duumviri as they had officers 
joined two by two in commission. 1794 Burke Sp. Im- 
peach. Hastings (Bohn) 1 1. 33 Here is a compact of iniquity 
between these two duumvirs [Wheler and Hastings]. 1838 
Arnold Hist. Rome I. 312 note. The two supreme magis- 
trates in the municipia. . whose office was analogous to that 
of the consuls at Rome, were called duumvirs. 

+ Duu-mviracy. Obs. rare. [f. as Duum- 
virate : see - acy.J =- Duumvirate. 

1659 Gaudf.n Tears Ch, 438 A cunning complicating 
of Presbyterian and Independent principles and interests 
together, that they may rule in their Duumviraey. 

Duumvir al (di«|Zrm viral), a. [ad. L. dmtm - 
viral- is, f. duumvir .] Of or pertaining to duum- 
virs. 1828 in Webster. 

Duumvirate (dixqtrmvirlL). [ad. L. duum- 
virat-us, f. duumvir', see -ateL] 

1 . The position or office of the Roman duumvirs ; 
the joint office or authority of two. 

x6$6 Blount Glossogr ., Duumvirate , the Office of the 
Duumvir in Rome, or of two in equal Authority, and may 
be taken for the Sheriffship of the City of London, or of 
any other place, where two are in joynt Authority, x 727-51 
Chambers Cycl. s.v., The duumvirate lasted till the year of 
Rome 388, when it was changed into a decemvirate. 1831 
Frasers Mag. III. 137 A Swift and Pope can even found 
an imperious Duumvirate. 5894 W. K. Hill Life of W. 
H. Widgery, title p., The government of children is a 
duumvirate of teacher and parent. 

2 . A coalition of two men; a pair of officials 
or of men associated in any office or position. 

X77t Magna. Charta in Newell Inquest fury men (182 s) 
104 The livery . , had made a resolution to walk before this 
illustrious Duumvirate [two Magistrates released from con- 


finement] to the Mansion-House. 2807 Sir R. Wilson frnL 

28 June in Life (1862) II. viii. 283 The duumvirate were 
three hours together, a 1828 H. Neele Lit. Rem. (xSag) 

29 That highly gifted duumvirate, Beaumont and Fletcher. 

So (in sense 1} “f Duu*mviratesMp (obs.). 

167 9 Penn Addr. Prot. 197 It is a sort of Duumvirateship 
in Power, by which the Civil Monarchy is broken. 
3)iiv(e, obs. forms of Dove. 

Ii Duvet (dz/vg). [F. duvet down, earlier dtimet, 
dim. of OF. dum down.] A quilt stuffed with 
eider-down or swan’s-down. 

2758 Johnson Idler No. 40 p 4 There are now to be sold 
. .some duvets for bed-coverings. x88o M« V. G. Havergal 
Mem. F. R, Havergal xv. 299 Her pet kittens on her duvet* 
Dus (dt?ks ). [a. L. dux ; leader.] 

1 . A leader, chief ; spec, the head pupil in a class 
or division in a school : chiefly in Scotland. 

2808 Scott Antobiog. in Lockhart Life i, Our class con- 
tained some very excellent scholars. The first Dux was 
James Buchan, who retained his honored place almost wi th- 
out a day’s interval all the while we were at the high school. 
1870 Ramsay Remin. led. x8) p. xxix, ‘ I’m second dux \ . 
means in Scottish academical language second from the 
top of the . class. 1876 Grant Burgh Sch. Scotl. 11. v, 213 
note, A gold medal [is given] to the dux of the [Aberdeen 
grammar] school. 

2 . Mtis. The subject of a fugue (the ‘answer’ 
being called comes). 

18x9 Paniologia citing Busby, Dux, in music, the name 
formerly given to the leading voice or instrument in a fugue. 
1838 Penny Cycl. XL 2 s.v. Fugue. 1880 Grove Diet. Mus., 
Dux, an early term for the first subject in a fugue — that 
which leads ; the answer being the comes or companion. 
Hence Bu-xship, the position of dux. 

1845 R. W. Hamilton Pop. Educ. viii. (ed. 2) 192 In Scotch 
schools very generally.. Places are taken, tickets are given, 
and notices of the duxship are recorded. 

Buxite (darksMt). Min. [Named by Dolter 
1874, from JDux in Bohemia, where it is found.] 
A dark brown resin found as a layer on lignite. 
1879 Watts Diet. Client . VIII. 695. 

Duyel, duyl, var. Dole sbA, grief, mourning. 
Duyker : see Duiker. 

Duyn(e, Duyr, Duyre, obs. forms of Dwine 
v Door, Dure v. 

D uzan, obs. form of Dozen”. 

Duzeper(e, duzze peres : see Douzepers. 

+ Bwale 9 sb.i and a. Obs. Forms : a. 1 dweola, 
dwola, dwala, 3 dwole, dwale, 3-4 dual©. [In 
sense I, a variant of Dwele sb., * OE, *dwela, 
dweola, dwola , dwala, error, heresy, madness ; in 
sense 2 app. aphetic for OE. ge dweola, -dwola, etc. 
error, heresy, madness, also heretic, deceiver ; £. 
ablaut-series dwel-, dwal-, dwol- : see Dwell v. 
Cf. OE. dwol- in comb. ‘ erring, heretical \ and 
Goth, dwals e foolish ’.] 

1 . Error, delusion ; deceit, fraud. 

[c 900 tr. B seda's Hist. 11. xii. [xv.] (1890) 142 Seo msegdbreo 
gearjn ^edwolan wses lifiende.] c 950 Lindisf, Gosp. Matt, 
xxvii. 64 And bi<5 Sin hlaetmesto duola wyrse from serra. 
C975 Rushm. Gosp. Matt. vi. 24 Ne ma^un gode Seowige 
& dwale. <2x250 Owl $ Night, 823 Jif the vox mist of al 
this dwole, At than ende he cropth to hole, c 1250 Gen, <§• 
Ex. 4055 WiS win, and wlite, & bodi, & dwale. a 1300 
Cursor M. 12841 pegodds lamb, pan clenge sale pis wreched 
werld fra sinful duale. Ibid, 24x97 Qua walkes on nighter- 
tale O dreching oft he findes duafe. 

2 . Heretic, deceiver, transgressor. 

(V xooo JElfric Horn. iTh.) 1, 290 pa forwearcS eac }>es 
gedwoia mid his gedwylde. c 1000 Blickl. Horn. 7 pone 
ealdan jedwolan (—Satan) ] CX200 Ormin 7454 Off all fiiss 
la[?e Iseredd foIlc-.Wass ma33stredwale, an deflegs J?cww, 
Pat Arriuss wass nemmnedd. a 1250 Prov. JElfred 4x4 in 
O. E.Misc. 126 Ne myd manyes cunnes tales ; ne chid ku 
wi]? nenne dwales. c 1250 Gen. <§• Ex. 1220 Til god him bad 
is wiues tale Listen, and don a-wei Sat dwale. Ibid. 3404 
letro. listnede moyses tale, Of him and pharaon Se dwale, 

3 . attrib. or adj. Heretical, perverse. 

c 1250 Gen. 4 Ex. 20 Lucifer, Sat deuel dwale. 

4 . Comb., as dwal- kenned ^., heretical. 

c x2oo Ormin 7441 patt Jyurrh dwallkennde lare Tahhtehn 
Sc turrndenn lawedd folic To lefenn wrang o Criste. 

Dwale (dwH), sb£ Also 6-7 dwall, 7 dwaile. 
[prob. from Scandinavian : cf. ON. dvol, dvalar, 
delay, dvali (Haldors.) delay, sleep, Sw. dvala 
trance, Da. dvale dead sleep, trance, torpor, dvale- 
drik soporiferous draught, dvalebser narcotic berry ; 
from same root as Dwale jA 1 ] 
f 1 . A stupefying or soporific drink. Obs. (Prob. 
in many instances, the juice or infusion of Bella- 
donna : see 2.) ; 

a 1300 Cursor M. 26323 (Cott.) Lech fiat suld .giuehimfbr 
to drum duale. c 1340 Ibid, i.7708 (Trin.) pel fel as ]>ei had 
dronken dwale. <71386 Chaucer Reeve’s T. 241 Hemneded 
no dwale. This Millere hath so wisely bibbed Ale. 1393 
Lange. P. PI. C. xxm. 379 The frere with his fisik J>is folk® 
haj> enchaunted, Arid dop men drynke dwale. c 1480 Crt. 
of Lave 998 Aryse anon, quod she, whate ? have ye dronken 
dwale? 1585 Lupton Thous. Notable Th. (1675; 73 Dwale 
. .makes one to sleep while he is cut, or burned by cauteriz- 
ing. ; 1606 ' Breton Ourania M ij, As ■ one, receiving Opium 
of Dwall, Deprived of vital sence doth deadly fall. 

2 . The Deadly Nightshade, Atropa Belladonna. 

In early use. sometimes applied to a species of Winter 
Cherry ( Physalis somnifera), and perhaps to other plants of 
similar properties. , . 

14.. Receipts in Rel. Ant. I, 324 For to take alle.maner 
of byrdys. .take juse of dwale and menche the corne theryn ; 
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and ley yt ther the byrdes hawnten, and wher they have 
eten therof, they shalle slepe. c 1440 Promp. Parv. 134/1 
Dwaie, herbe, morella. sompntfera , vel mortifera. 1538 
Turner Libellus, Dwaie, Solatium soporiferum. > 355* 
Huloet, Dwaie, herbe hauyngea redde berrye within a 
bladder lyke a cherye, alkakengi. 1507 Gerarde Herbal 
11. li. § 1. 269 Dwaie or sleeping nightshade hath round 
blackish stalks sixe foote high. 1608 R. Johnson Seven 
Champ. 11. M iv, As heavy a sleepe as if they had drunke 
the juyce of dwaile or the seede of poppie. i86t Miss Pratt 
Flower. PI. IV, 71 Dwaie, or Deadly Nightshade, 
f 3 . In Her. sometimes used for sable. Obs. 

2562 Leigh Armorie <1597) 100 b, For Azure, perwinke : 
for Sable, dwaie, 172751 Chambers Cycl, Dwaie, or 
dwal in heraldry , .used by such as blazon with dowers and 
herbs, instead of colours and metals, for sable, or black. 

Dwalm, dwam (dwam), sb. Sc. and north, 
dial. Forms : 6-9 dwawm, 8 dwaam, 9 dwam, 
dwalm, dwaum. [orig. dwalm , a deriv. of the 
verbal ablaut series mentioned under Dwell : cf. 
OE. dwolma confusion, chaos, abyss, OHG. twain, 
MDu. dwelm stunning, stupefaction, giddiness, OS. 
dwalm delusion.] A swoon, a fainting fit. 

2500-20 Dunbar Poems Ixxiv. 17 Sic deidlie dwawmes so 
mischeifaislie . . hes my hairt ouirpast. 1566 Let. 23 Oct. 
in Keith Hist. Ck. St. Scot! 11. App. (1734) 133 Hir 
Majestie .. hes had sum Dwaumes of Swouning, quhilk 

? uttis Men in sum Feir. a 1774 Fergusson Cauler Water 
’oems (1845) 25 Though .. ony inward dwaam should seize 
us. 1816 Scorr Old Mart, xxxix, ‘ Sae he fell out o’ ae 
dwam into another/ 1837 R* Nicoll Poems (1842) 151 
Last Sabbath, as I sang the Psalm, I fell into an unco 
dwaum. 1892 Nor thumb Id. Gloss., Dwalm , a slight illness, 
a faint fit. (Also in Glossaries of E. Yorkshire.) 

JPw allML , dwam, V. Sc. and north, dial. [f. 
Dwalm sb.] inir. To faint, swoon; to become 
unconscious ; also, to sicken or fail in health. 

1500-20 Dunbar Poems xxvii. 50 His hairt a littill dwam- 
yng tuke. 1513 Douglas JEneis hi. v. 55 Jit thus, at last 
said eftir hir dwalmyng. 1576 Trial FJiz. Dunlop in P. H. 
Brown Scot.be/. 1700 (1893) 212 That cau sit hir to dwam. 
189a Nortkwnbld. Gloss. s.v., Ah dwalmed off to sleep. 
1895 Ian Maclaren Bonnie Brier Busk 31 He begood to 
dwam in the end of the year. 

Hwang (dwaer) ). Sc. [cf. Du. dwang force, 
compulsion, constraint, f. dwingen to force.] 

2842-76 Gwilt Ettcycl. Archil. Gloss., Dwang, a term 
used in Scotland to denote the short pieces of timber em- 
ployed in strutting a floor. 

Dwarf (dw$if), sb. and a. PI. -fs; Forms: a. 

1 dners, dweorg, d we orb, 2 dwseruh, 4 dweru3, 
4-5 dwerwe, 5 dwergh, dwargb(e, duergh, 
dwerk, 5-6 Sc. duerch(e, dorche, Droioh. 

0 . 4 dweraf, 4-5 dwerf (e, dwerff.e, (dwrfe), 
5-7 dwarfe, 6-7 dwarf£(e, 7 dwearf, 5- dwarf. 
7. 4 duerwe, durwe, dwarw, 5 dwerwb(e, 
dwerwe, dwerowe, duorow. S. 5 dwery, duery, 
dueri. [Comm. Teut. : OE. dweorg, dweorh (:— 
dwerg), = OFris. dwirg, OLG. *dwerg (MDu. 
dwerck , Du. dwerg , MLG. dwerch , dwarch , LG. 
dwark , dwarf (Brem. Which.), dorf) t OHG. iwerg 
(MHG. twerc , Ger. zwerg), ON. dvergr , (Sw., Da. 
dverg) OTeut. *dwergo-z Aryan type *dhwfr- 
gfhos, represented phonetically in Gr. by aep<pos 
( : ¥ rfip(pos) * midge \ In English the word shows 
interesting phonetic processes : (1) the original 
guttural and vowel came down in Sc. duerck, duergh 
(whence dorch, and by metathesis Droich). ( 2 ) In 
Eng. dweorg became regularly dwarf {ear — : ar as 
in bark ; g — : f as in enough, draft). But (3) the 
pi. dweorgas became dwerwhes, dwerwes, dwerows, 
dwarrows ; and (4) the inflected form dweorge- 
gave dwerjhe, dweryhe, dwery e, dwery. From these, 
by ‘levelling *, arose corresponding forms of the 
nom. sing. Parallel forms appear in bargh, barf, 
harrow, burrow, berry, from OE. beorg (:— berg) 
hill, and burgh, borough, burrow, bury. , Brough , 
(burf, braf), from OE. burg town.] 

L A human being much below the ordinary 
stature or size ; a pygmy. 

a. <*700 Spinal Gloss. 686 Nanus vel pumilio, duerj 
[so Erfurt and Cotti], a 800 Erfurt Gloss. 1176 Huniilia- 
manns, duerh. c 1050 Supp. AElfric's Voc. in Wr.-Wulcker 
290/17 Pygmaeus .. dweorjt;. xi.. Semi-Sax. Voc. ibid. 

S 19/20 Nanus, dwseruh. 23. . Sir Beues 2526 (MS. A.) 

ueri man me clepede dweru3. c 2400 Maundev. (Roxb.) 
xxxii. 147 pai er lytill, lyke dwerghs. a 1400-50 Alexander 
2752 Slike a dwinyng, a dwa3e & a dwerje as H-selfe, A 
grub, a grege out of grace, c 2450 Holland Howlat 650 
That wretchit dorche. 2460 Ly beaus Disc. 482 (Matz.) The 
dwerk Teondeieyn Tok the stede be the rayne. 2483 Catk. 
Angl . 121/2 A Dwarghe, tantillus. 2508 Kennedie Fly- 
ting w. Dunbar 395 Duerch [v.r. derch], I sail ding the. 

fi. c 1325 Gloss W. de Biblesw. in Wright Voc. 167 
Neym, a dwarw (dweruf). 2387 Trevisa Higden (Rolls) 
L 231 A dwerf of \>e kynrede of Mesenis. Ibid. IV. 
302. 41400 Maundev. (1839) viii. 98 Jacheus the Dwerf, 
that clomb up in to the Sycomour Tre. 14.. Nom. in Wr.- 
Wulcker 689/14 Hie tantillus, a dwarf, a 1450 Le Morte 
Arth. 2058 A dwerffe shulde wende by hyr syde. 1590 
Spenser F. Q. 1. i. 6 Behind her farre away a Dwarfe did 
lag* . 1668 Wood Life 24 July, Edward Price, dwarff, be- 
longing to Mert. Coll., buried. 2722 Addison Sped. No. 
,99 T 5 The Damsel, .to avoid Scandal, must have a Dwarf 
for her Page. 2843-46 Grove Corr. Phys. Forces 3 If a dwarf 
on the shoulders of a giant can see further than the giant, 
he is no less a dwarf in comparison with the giant. 

/*£• * 7°7 Norris Humility v. 297 A dwarf in goodness. 
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y. 23.. K. Alis. 62 66 Durwes a! so he bysette Thikke 
and schort and gud sette. 42320 Sir Tristr. 2062 pe 
duerwe yseije her ginne per he sat in pe tre. c 1440 Promp. 
Parv. 234/2 Dwerowe {K. dwerwh, H., P. dwerwe, W. 
dwerfe), nanus. 41475 Piet. Voc. in Wr.*Wiik:ker 806/9 
Hie onmnculus, a duorow. 

$. 2412-20 Lydg. Chrott. Troy iv. xxxiii. (ed. 1555X No 
dwery is but lyke a gyaunt longe. 1430-40 — Bochas in. 
i.-jMS. Bawl. C 448 If. 63&/1) But it may falle a dwery 
[ed. 2554, If. 70 b/2 Drewry] in his riht Toutraie a geaunt 
for al his gretmyht. Ibid. vi. i, viii, (MS. Bodl. 263 If. 298) 
Now as a crepil lowe coorbed doun, Now a duery [MS. 
Rawl. C 448 If. 123 a, dueri] and now a Champioun. 

b. One of a supposed race of diminutive beings, 
who figure in Teutonic and esp. Scandinavian 
mythology and folk-lore ; often identified with the 
elves, and supposed to be endowed with special 
skill in working metals, etc. 

1770 Bp. Percy tr. Mallet's North. Antiq. v. (1847) 98 
They made of his skull the vault of heaven, which is sup- 
ported by four dwarfs, named North, South, East, and West. 
1818 W. Taylor in Monthly Mag. XLVI. 26 The history 
of Laurin, king of the dwarves. 1834 Lytton Pilgrims of 
Rhine xxvi, The aged King of the Dwarfs that preside oyer 
the dull realms of lead. 1846 J. E. Taylor Fairy Ring 
Notes 363 The notion that the wicked elves or dwarfs had 
the power to steal children before their baptism is found 
also, .in Iceland. 

2 . An animal or plant much below the ordinary 
height or size of its kind or species. 

2664 Evelyn KaL Hori. (1729) 222 The Crab-stock for 
Standards: For Dwarfs Stocks of the Paradise or Sweet- 
Apple-Kernel. 2719 London & Wise Contpl, Card. 113 The 
Beauty of Dwarfs consists in a low Stem, an open Head. 
1785 Martyn Rousseau's Bot. xiv. 158 You will be glad to 
entertain this pretty dwarf [the Persian Iris]. 1880 Miss 
Bird Japan I. 170 The wistaria. .As a dwarf, it covers the 
hills and roadsides, and as an aggressive liana it climbs the 
tallest trees. 

a attrib. and Comb., as dwarf-armour , - king ; 
dwarf worked (wrought by the dwarfs) adj. 

a 1661 Holyday Juvenal 240 The pygmie-wamour runs 
to fight In his dwarf-armour. 2853 Dickens Lett. (1880) I, 
317 Happy if I could do her any dwarf service. 2865 
Kingsley Herew. iv, A gold ring . . right royally dwarf- 
worked. 2884 Child Ballads 12. xli. 361/2 A dwarf-king, 
elf-king, hill-king. 

B. adj. 

1 . Of or pertaining to a dwarf; dwarfish; of un- 
usually small stature or size ; diminutive ; pygmy. 

1634 Randolph Muses' Looking-gl. v. i, Their stature 
neither dwarf nor giantish. 1686 Plot Staffordsh., Those 
little dwarf Spirits, we call Elves and Fairies. 2870 
Hooker Stud. Flora 342 Salix herbacea ; very dwarf. 2880 
Miss Braddon Just as I am \ ii. There were dwarf book- 
cases between the windows. 2882 Garden 25 Feb. 226/3 
The sweet perfumed double yellow Wallflower . . is much 
dwarfer than the old well-known yellow, 
b. transf. Small, puny, stunted. 

2634 Fitz-Geffray Bless. Birthd. 23 (T.) Great is this 
mysterie of godliness Exceeding man's dwarf wit. 

2 . a. Used as the specific or trivial name of 
plants and animals of a height or size much below 
the average of their kind. See the sbs. 

1597 Gerarde Herbal j. ii. (1633) 3 Dwarfe Grasse is one 
of the least of Grasses. 2598 Florio, Garzetta . . Also a 
dwarfe Hearon, or myre dramble. 2641 French Distill. 
i. (2651) 39 Ebulus or Dwarfe Elder. 2722 J. James tr. 
Le Blond's Gardening 149 Dwarf- Box . . is made use of for 
planting the. .Edgings of Borders. 1832 Veg. Subst. Food 
220 The dwarf kidney-bean . .a native of India, .erroneously 
called the French bean. 2861 Miss Pratt Flower. PI, Y, 
66 Dwarf Birch . .a low shrub. 

b. Dwarf wainscoting : see quot. 1823. Dwarf- 
wall, any low wall; spec . one which forms the 
basis of a palisade or railing, or which supports 
the joists under a floor. 

1722 De Foe Plague (2884) 37 A Dwarf-wall with a 
Palisadoe on it. 2823 P. Nicholson Pract. Build. 584 
Dwarf wainscoting, that wainscotting which does not 
reach to the usual height. Ibid., Dwarf walls, those of 
less height than the story of a building. 2842-76 Gwilt 
Encycl. Archit. Gloss., Dwarf Wainscoting . . usually three, 
four, five or six feet high. Sometimes called a Dado. 
Dwarf Walls . . sometimes the joists of a ground floor rest 
upon dwarf walls. 1892 Law Times Rep. LXVII. 487/x 
Protected by dwarf walls on each side of the cutting. 

Hence Dwa'rfdom, state of a dwarf. Bwa*r£ess, 
(rare), a female dwarf. Bwa'rflsm, a dwarfed 
condition (in animals or plants). Dwarflike a. 
Bwa*r£sMp, the personality of a dwarf. 

a 1618 Sylvester Epist. A rctof kilo to Arcioa Wks. 
1880 II. 331/1 To see his dwarfship court you to my face. 
1670 J. Smith Eng. Improv. Reviv'd 74 Dwarf-like trees. 
1830 Coleridge Ck. $St. 112 With its dwarfdom exaggerated 
by the contrast. 1835 Anster tr. vndPt. Faustus u. (1887) 
118 The dwarfess fair. 2847 Tennyson Princ. vn. m Half- 
crushed among the rest A dwarf-like Cato cower’d. 1865 
Morn . Star 18 July, Upon the origin of dwarfism in animals 
.. The cause of dwarfism, the writer supposes to be an 
accelerated development. 

Dwarf (dwprf), V. [f. prec. sb.] 

1 . trans. To render dwarf or dwarfish ; to hinder 
from growing to the natural size ; to stunt in growth. 

a 1626 Bacon New A tl. (1886) 180 W e make them greater or 
taller than their kind is ; and contrariwise dwarf them and 
stay their growth. 2711 Addison Sped. No, 98 T x The 
whole Sex is in a manner dwarfed and shrunk into a race 
of Beauties that seems almost another Species. 2852 
Carpenter Man. Phys. (ed. 2) 251 Such a limitation of the 
•supply, as would' dwarf a Plant to any considerable extent, 
would be fatal- 4 to the life of an Animal. 2859 Darwin 
Orig. Spec. \x. 255 The seedlings were miserably dwarfed. 


2 . transf. and fig. To render small, puny, or 
insignificant in extent, nature, character, mind, etc. 

1638 W. Gilberte in UsshePs Lett. (16861494 He dwarfs 
his Understanding. 1690 Child Disc. Trade (2694) 210 
Undoubtedly high Customs do as well dwarf Plantations as 
Trade. 275a Hume Ess. $ Treat . (2777) 1 - 125 Not being 
dwarfed by the restraint of authority.' 1856 Emerson Eng 
Traits , Wealth Wks. (Bohn) II. 74 The incessant repetition 
of the same hand- work dwarfs the man, robs him of his 
strength, wit, and versatility. 

3 . To cause to look or seem small, as by the near 
presence of a much higher or larger object, or by 
removal to a distance, lit. and Jig. 

1850 Chambers' Papers for People IV, 3 It overshadowed 
and dwarfed the sinking throne of the Merovingian kin°s 
of France. 2870 Disraeli Lotkair xxxi, There was an 
immense chandelier suspended in each of these rooms., 
dwarfing the apartments. 2894 Fenn In Alpine Valley 
I. 40 A herd of these [goats] on the other side of the valley, 
seemed to be dwarfed to the size of rabbits. 

4. intr. To become dwarf or dwarfed, 

2833 Tennyson Poems 132 By him [Mark Antony] great 
Pompey dwarfs and suffers pain. 1880 L. Wallace Bern 
Hur 7 The region where the herbage began to dwarf. 
Hence Dwa'ifing vbl. sb. and ppl. a. 

2626 Bacon Sylva § 536 Dwarfing requireth a slow Putting 
forth, and lesse Vigour of Mounting. 1823 Byron Juan viii. 
Ixvi, Tail, and strong.. Beyond the dwarfing city’s pale 
abortions. 1846 J. Baxter Libr. Pract. Agric. (ed. 4) I. 
213 The process of dwarfing is another illustration of the 
fact that leaf-buds can be converted into flower-buds. 

Dwarfed (dw^ift), ppl a. [f. Dwarf v. + 
-ed L] Rendered dwarl-like ; stunted in growth. 

1849 Robertson Serm. Ser. 1. ii. (1866) 29 A "dwarfed, 
stunted, .religion. 2859 Jephson Brittany ix. 134 Dwarfed 
and gnarled oaks. 

Hence Bwa*r£edness. 

2886 W. F. Warren in Homilet. Rev. Jan. 53 All our 
deformities, all our dwarfedness. 

Dwa-rfify, v. nonce-wd. [f. Dwarf + -fy.] 
trans. To dwarf. 

1816 J. Gilchrist Phil. Etym. 187 The . . dwarfifying 
tendency of [this] kind of learning. 

Bwarfisli (dw^-afij), a. [f. Dwarf sb. + -ish.] 
Approaching the size of a dwarf, dwarf-like; of a 
stature or size below the average ; pygmy, puny. 

1565 73 Cooper Thesaurus , Homuncio .. a litre man: 
a dwarfishe fellow. 1590 Shaks. Mids. N. 111. ii. 295. 2607 
Topsell Four-f Beasts <, 1658) 23 In Ferraria among other 
strange beasts, they nourish dwarvish Asses. 1681 Dkyden 
Sp. Friar Ded., A dwarfish thought, dressed up in gigantic 
words. 1774 Goldsm. Nat. Hist. (1776) II. 219 A whole 
race of the dwarfish breed is often found to come down 
from the north. 1825 Macaulay Ess., Milton (1854) I. 22 
The days, .of dwarfish talents and gigantic vices. 1852 Beck's 
Florist Aug. 183 It has a dwarfish habit, is a profuse bloomer. 
Hence Bwa/rfishly adv. ; Bwa*rnslmess. 

1656 Artif. Handsom. 75 Shrunk to a dwarfishnesse and 
epitomized to a Decimo-sexto. 1755 Johnson, Dwarjhhly, 
like a dwarf. 1841-4 Emerson Ess. Ser. n. i. (1876) 38 
To express themselves symmetrically and abundantly, not 
dwarfishly and fragmentarily. 2850 Miss Mitford in 
L'Estrange Life (1870) III. xii. 2x7 Written by a Miss 
Brontd, a clergy man’s daughter, diminutive almost to dwarf- 
ishness. 

BwarfLing (dwg rflig). [X Dwarf sb. + -likg.] 
A small dwarf ; a pygmy. Also attrib . 

<2x618 Sylvester Woodman's Bear xxxiii, When the 
Dwarfling did perceive me, Me, Love’s most rebellious 
scorner. 1887 Pall Mall G. 19 Sept. 6/2 Giant trees they 
are, and throw the dwarfling oaks into the shade. 

Dwa*r£ness. [f* as prec. + -ness.] The quality 
of being a dwarf ; diminutiveness. 

1658 J. Robinson Eudoxa Pref. 3 Neither the meannesse 
of the Superficies, nor dwarfnesse of the Bulk. <21661 
Fuller Worthies 1. (1662) 216 His Expression, little Cleark 
. . referred not to his stature, but dwarfness in learning. 
x88o P. Gillmore On Duty 147 Peach, apple, and walnut- 
trees, the dwarfness of which did not take away from the 
general dreariness, 

Bwarfy tdvpufi), a. [f. as prec. + -y 1 .] Of 
the nature of or resembling a dwarf; dwarfish. 

2607 Norden Sitrv. Dial. (1608) 233 A kind of smal hungry 
dwarffy thistle. 1775 Romans Hist. Florida App. 66 Where 
you see the timber of a dwarfy and shrubby growth. 2852 
Beck's Florist Dec. 281 If it has but few and short roots, 
the flower will be poor and dwarfy. 

Dwaum, dwawm, var. of Dwalm. 
Dway-berry. Obs. or dial. [cf. Dwate sb 2 , 
and Da. dvale-beer\ The berry of the Deadly 

Nightshade. 

2605 Plat Delightes for Ladies , Recipe 70 Dwayberies 
that do somewhat resemble blacke cherries, called in Latin© 
by the name of Solatium lethate. 1819 Banquet 91 On 
d way-berries and daffodils to gaze. 1878 Britten & Holland 
Plant-n. 

Dwble, obs. Sc. form of Double. 

+ Dwele, sb. Obs . Also 3-4 dweole, 4 dwelle. 
[ — OE. *dwela, *dweola (dwola, dwala), or aphetic 
for gedwela, -dweola, -dwola, in same sense, f. root 
dwel-, as in next. Cf. Dwale jA 1 ] A going 
astray ; error, delusion, deceit. 

[c 000 tr. Baida's Hist. 1. viii. (1890) 42 Se ^edweola wms 
on Sam Nyceaniscan sino)>e je ioerad.] <11225 Auer. R. 
62 Louerd . . wend awei mine eien vrom pe worldes dweole. 
c 2275 Passion our Lord 525 in O. E. thisc. 52 |?enne wrp 
]>e laste dwele wurse to alegge. c 227$ Orison of onr Lady 
35 ibid. 160 Uuued ich habbe gomen and gleo. . Al pat is 
dweole wel i seo. a 2300 Sarmun xxvii. in E. E. P. (1862)4 
pei^ freris prech of heuen and helle . . al }>ar. him pencmt 
Dot dwelle. <2x350 Life Jesu 149 i.Matz.) It nis bote dwele. 
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f Bwele 9 v, Ob. f. Forms : i dwelian, dweli- 
jan, 2—4 dwele. [OK. dwelian ( dweolian , dfcew- 
licut ) j app. :~~*dwelbfan, f. degrade of ablaut series 
dwel-, dwal-, dwol- : see Dwell.] 

1. To wander, go astray; to err, be deluded. 

cgoo tr. Baidas Hist. iv. iii. (1890)270 purh moni^e stowe 
dwoliende. Ibid, xxvii. 362 To &em dwolixendum kece* 
domum deofol^ylda. c 1000 Horn. L 384 paet he 

swa lange on Sam holte. .dwelode. c 1000 Ags. Gasp. Matt, 
xxit. 29 dwelia)> and ne cunnon halite ^e-writu. £*1175 
Lamb. Horn. 109 Jif h e larSeu dwelaS hwa biS siSSan his 
larjjeu. cc 1300 E. E. Psalter lvii[i]. 4 pai dweled fra magh. 

2 . intr. To be torpid, to be stunned, to swoon. 

13.. Seuyn Sag. (W.) 770 The cradel turnd up so doun 

on ground, Up so doun, in hire feghting, That the child lai 
dweting. 

Dwell (dwel), v. Pa. t. and pa. pple. dwelt, 
now rarely dwelled (dweld). Forms : x dweli- 
an, 3 (Orm.) dwellenn, 3-6 duell(e, (4 dewelle, 
do welle), 4-6 duel, dwelle, 4-7 dwel, 4- dwell. 
pa. t. a. 1 dwealde, 3 dwaide, dualde, duelde, 
4-5 dwelde, dwellede, 4- dwelled (4-6 -id, 
-yd). d. 4 duelit, dwelte, 4-5 dwellet, -it, 
4- dwelt. [OE. dweflan, pa. t. *dwalde, dwealde , 
(later also dwelian, -ede, -ode) to lead astray, hinder, 
delay ; also intr. (for refl.) to go astray, err ; to be 
delayed, tarry, stay; corresp. to OHG, tw^llan, 
ON. dv/ja to retard, delay, intr. to stop, MDu. 
dwelkn to stun, make giddy, perplex :—OTeut. 
*dwaljan , causal of strong vb. of ablaut series 
dwel-, dwal-, divot- {did-), repr. by OHG. gitwelan 
to be stunned, benumbed, torpid, also to cease, 
leave off, give up, OS. fordwelan to cease, leave 
off, OE. pa. pple. gedwolen gone astray, gone 
wrong, perverted ; from an Aryan root dhwel , dhul , 
appearing in Skr. dhwr, dhur to mislead, deceive.] 
+ 1. trans. To lead into error, mislead, delude; 
to stun, stupefy. Obs. 

c 888 K. Alfred Boeth. xxxv. § 5 Me f>iuck fcaet pu me 
dweli^e [MS. Colt, dwelle]. Ibid., Du rcedest ser )?aet ic be 
dwealde. Ac me )>incj> selfurn \>set ic be nauht ne dwelode 
{.IA9. Cott. dwelle]. cxooo /Elfric Horn. II. 492 pa. .dry- 
men . . ferdon him aetforan mid heora seincraefte,. jxet folc 
dweliende. a 1300 Cursor M. 17708 pei fell als bai in duale 
war dueld [Gbit. delued]. Ibid. 28031 Quen yee sa bede 
your war to sell, pe foie marchandis eth to duell. 
f 2 . To hinder, delay. (Only OE.) 
a 1000 Riddles xii. ( Exeter Bk. if. 103 b) Ic dys$e dwelle. 
f 3 . intr. To tat ry, delay ; to desist from action. 
C1200 Ormin 9938 He nollde nohht patt ankj shollde 
dwellenn Ne dra^henn nohht fra da}} to da^. Ibid. 13218 
[ He] Ne dwaide nohht to kibenn himm patt god tatthxmm 
was awwnedd. C1300 [see Dwelling i]. a 1325 Prose 
Psalter xliii[i]. 25 Arise vp, Lord ; whi dwellestou 1 c 1386 
Chaucer Nun’s Pr. T. 330 Thilke tale is al to longe for to 
telle, And eek it is ny day, I may nat dwelle. 1470-85 
Malory Arthur xi. vii, I drede we dwelle ouer longe from 
the sege. 

4 . To abide or continue for a time, in a place, 
state, or condition. Obs. or arch. 

c iaoo Ormin 5576 Himm reowepb batt he dwellebb her 
Swa swibe lange onn eorbe. <21300 Cursor M. 17288 + 393 
Sir, dwelle withe vus, for it is nerhand night, c 1380 
Wyclif Wks. (1880) 318 Crist duelled in preyere al b e 
ny3t. <21483 Liber Niger in Househ. Ord. 66. If any 
sergeaunt .. dwelle in arerages, he to he sent into the 
ward of Marchalcye. 1550 Crowley Efigr. 26 They be 
determined styll in their synne to dwell. 1596 Shaks. 
Merck. V. 1. iii. 157 lie rather dwell in my necessity. 1670 
Brooks Wks. (1867) VI. 390 A man.. would dwell in this 
contemplation of heaven, and be loath to come out of it. 
1797 Godwin Enquirer 1. vi. 40 Their lines dwell upon our 
memory. 1896 J. Davidson Fleet Street Eclogues 25 
Fainter Voices Echo about the air and dwell and die. 

f b. To let dwell : to let (things) remain as they 
are, let alone, let be. Obs. 

C1435 Tor. Portugal 2105 Let we now this children 
dwelle, And spelce we more of Desonelle. 

c. Of a horse : (a) To be slow in raising the feet 
from the ground in stepping, (b) To pause before 
taking a fence. 

1737 Bracken Farriery Ititpr. (1757) II. 48 They.. are 
apt. , to interfere or cut, and to dwell upon the Ground as 
the Jockeys term it). Ibid. 76 The Horse that takes long 
Steps, and. dwells upon the Ground. 1885 Sat. Rev. 14 
Fep. 2o6'i Horses that ‘ dwell * at their fences are in our 
opinion, most objectionable hunters. 

d . Meek. To pause. See Dwell sb. 2. 

1836 [see Dwelling 4]. 1888 C. P. Brooks Cotton Manuf. 
61 The slay dwells longer at the healds than at the cloth. 

5 . To dwell on, upon (f in) *, to spend time upon 
or linger over (a thing) in action or thought ; 
to remain with the attention fixed on ; now, esp. to 
treat at length or with insistence, in speech or 
writing; also, to sustain (a note) in music. (The 
most frequent current use in speech.) 

[r*4oo Lan/ranc’s Cirurg. 69 He dwellide on be cure, 
and I wente my wey. c 1470 Henry Wallace 11. 246 Thai 
chargyt the geyler nocht on him to duell, Bot bryng him 
wp out of that vgly sell To jugisment ] 15x3 Douglas 

PE nets 1. Prol. 246 Quhat suld Hangar on his errouris dwell 
1581: Mulc aster Positions xliv. (1887) 285 Not to dwel 
bnger on this point. 1594 Shaks. Rich. Ill , v. iii. 100 
Enterchange of sweet Discourse, Which so long sundred 
Friends should dwell vprm. 1652 J. Wright tr. Camus’ 
Nature’s Paradox 222 Not to dwell any longer in these 
lawless proceedings. 1709 Steele Tatter No. 28 p 13 That 
Letter dwells upon the Unreasonableness of the Allies. 


x8x6 Keatinge Trav . (1817) II. 33 The mind . . can make the 
eye dwell on the more pleasing parts. 1834 Medwin Angler 
in Wales I. 274 Now she dwells on a single note. 1848 Mill 
Pol. Econ. 1. v. § 3 (1876) 42 This proposition requires to be 
somewhat dwelt upon. 1875 Jowett Plato (ed. 2) IV. 495 
[Plato] is constantly dwelling on the importance of regular 
classification. 

1 6. To continue in existence, to last, persist ; to 
remain after others are taken or removed. Obs. 

13. . Guy Warm. (Cams) 294 Yf I my sorowe hir doo not 
telle, Allas, wrecche, how shall y duelle? 1393 Test. Ebor. 
(Surtees) I. 186, I will that this place dwell still to my wyfe 
and to my childer. £*1400 Lan/ranc’s Cirurg. 49 For so 
be schap of be lyme [ =limb] mai dwelle faire and strengere. 
1401 Pol. Poems (Rolls) II. 83, I have chosen 30U alle, 
that 3e gon and bereu fruyte, and 3our fruyte may dwellyn. 
7 . To remain (in a house, country, etc.) as in a 
permanent residence ; to have one’s abode ; to 
reside, ‘ live’. (Now mostly superseded by live in 
spoken use; but still common in literature.) 

c 1250 Gen. <§• Ex. 1106 Quile Sat loth dvvelledde Sor. X303 
R. Brunne Handl. Synne Prol. 65 Y dwelled yn b« pryorye 
Fyftene 3ere yn cumpanye. 1470-85 Malory Arthur i.x vii, 
His mayster Bleyse that dwelde in Northumberland. 1574 
Nottingham Rec. IV. 156 The tenemente. .wherein George 
Taylor lately dwelled. 1651 Hobbes Leviath. m. xxxviii. 
240 The King that dwelleth in Heaven. 1798 Wordsw. We 
are Seven , Two of us at Conway dwell, And two are gone to 
sea. 1874 Green Short Hist. i. § 1. 3 As they fought side 
by side on the field, so they dwelled side by side on the soil. 

trans/, and fig. 1340 Hampole Pr. Consc. 294 .Bot. na 
drede m bair hertes may dwelle. c 1450 tr. De Imitations 
11. i. 40 Reste in be passion of crist, & dwelle gladly in hys 
holy woundes. 1667 Milton P. L. i. 250 Farewel happy 
Fields Where Joy for ever dwells. 1751 Jortin Sernt. (1771) 
IV. i. X14 A faith which dwells in the heart. 1847 A. M. 
Gilliam Trav. Mexico 177, I admire the love of country 
that dwells in the bosoms of Englishmen. 

•t8. trans. To occupy as a place of residence; 
to inhabit. Obs. 

1520 Sir R. Elyot Will in Elyofs Gov. (1883) I. App. A. 
3x5 The tenement that she dwellith in Sarum. 1671 Milton 
P. R. 1. 330 We. .Who dwell this wild, constrained by want. 
1799 W. Taylor in Monthly Mag. VII. 139 And now I 
dwell the cloister, sweep the ailes. 
f 9 . To cause to abide in. Obs. 

1667 Milton P. L. xn. 487 The promise of the Father, 
who shall dwell His Spirit within them. 

Hence Dwelling ppl. a., remaining, lasting, 
abiding ; f Dwelt ppl. a., inhabited. 

c 1380 Wyclif Serin . Sel. Wks. I. 293 Apostlis chosen 
preestis. .and maden hem dwellinge curatis. 1610 Brough- 
ton Job xxxiv. 13 Who settled all the dwelt-land. 1650 
Trapp Comm. Lev. xix. 17 The neglect of this dutie breeds 
dwelling suspicions. 1872 A. Shadwell in J. E. Morgan 
University Oars (1873) 316 The blade long enough in the 
water to secure a dwelling stroke. 

Dwell, sb. Also 4 duell, dwel. [f. Dwell v. 
(Cf. ON. dvol stay, delay.)] The action or an act 
of dwelling. 

1 1 . Delay, stay, stoppage. Withouteipi dwell : 
without delay, straightway. Ohs. 

a 1300 Cursor M. 2831 Ne mak 3ee in be plain n a duell. 
Ibid. 12992 Fie sathanas, wit-vten_ duell. £-1380 Sir 
Ferumb, 648 iantail kny3t,.spak with-oute duelle. Ibid. 
2646 pat myn host may come withoute dwel. 

2 . Meek. A slight pause in the motion of a part 
of a machine to give time for the completion of 
the operation effected by the particular part. fo. 
The brief continuation of pressure in taking an 
impression with a hand-press. 

1841 Specif. Parker’s Patent No. 9065. 7 A dwell of suf- 
ficient length to insert the wire [in a carpet loom]. 1885 
Specif. J. Jardine’s Patent No. 4960. 4 , 1 am enabled to 
give a similar rest or dwell to the carriages at each ex- 
tremity of their motion. 1890 Iron XXXV. 269/t This 
positive standstill lasts ..during the whole portion of the 
stroke [of the press], which is technically called the dwell. 

Dweller (dwe'tai). [f. Dwell v , +-EKk] 

1 . One who dwells or resides (in a place); an 
inhabitant, resident. 

1382 Wyclif Isa. xviii. 3 Alle 3ee dwelleris of the world. 
£•1460 Fortescue Abs. 4* Lim. Mon. vi. (1885) 123 Dwellers 
vppon owre costes. 1512 Act 4 Hen., VIII, c. 2 § 1 The 
owner or dweller of the howse . . then beyng theryn. X674 
N. Fairfax Bulk 4 • Selv. x86 Enough to hold all the 
dwellers of it and their children. X79X Cowper Hindi. 332 
The rude dwellers on the mountain-heights. 1834 Lytton 
Pompeii 1. v, The dwellers in a sunny clime. 

2 . With on : see Dwell v. 5. 

c x6oo Shaks. Sonn. exxv, Dwellers on form and favour. 

3 . A horse that * dwells ’ at a fence. 

1885 Sat. Rev. 14 Feb. 206/1 Dwellers require very care- 
ful handling, for. .if hurried at them fences they will run into 
them instead of jumping. 

Hence t Dweller ess, a female dweller. Obs. 
X382 Wyclif Jer. xxi 13 To thee, dwelleresse [r 1440 
MS. Bodl. 277 dwelstere] of the sadde valey, and wilde feld. 

Dwelling (d we dig), vbl. sb. [f. Dwell v. + 
-ing l.] The action of the verb Dwell. 
f 1 . Delaying, delay ; tarrying. Obs. 

£•1300 Havelok 1352 Loke that thou dwellen nouth : 
Dwelling haueth ofte scathe wrouth. c X330 R. Brunne 
Chroti. Wace (Rolls) 4965 Bot com, & make no dwellynge. 
c 1374 Chaucer Boeth. 1. metr. i. 1 (Camb. MS.) Myn vn- 
pietous lyf draweth a long vnagreable d welly nges [ ingratas 
moras] in me. c 1475 Rauf Coil^ear 239 For my dwelling to 
nicht, I dreid me for blame. 

b. With on, upon : see Dwell v. 5. 

1832 B'ness Bunsen in Hare Life I. ix. 380 It will not 
bear dwelling upon. 


DWILD. 

2 . Continued, esp. habitual, residence ; abode. 
Also jig. 

2382 Wyclif Dan. v. 21 With feeld assis his dwellynge 
was. c X400 Rom. Rose 6208 Ne no wight may, by my 
clothing, Wite with what folk is my dwellyng. _ 1586 A. Day 
Eng. Secretary n. (1625) 51 My dwelling with Master L. 
continued, .even to this present day. 1648 Gage West Ind. 
xviii. 124 The healthiest and pleasantest place of dwelling 
that ever I came into. 

T b. £ Residence *, accommodation. Obs. 
c 1460 Fortescue Abs. 4* Lim . Mon. x vii. (1885)151 He hath 
be be yere iij. ii. x d , be sydes his dwellynge in be iogge. 
1535 Coverdale 2 Kings ii. 19 There is good dwellynge in 
this cite.. but the water is euell. 

3 . concr. A place of residence ; a dwelling-place, 
habitation, house. 

2340 Hampole Pr. Consc. 1368 Na syker duellyng fynde 
we here. 1382 Wyclif Johnx iv, 2 In the hous of my fadir 
ben manye dwellingis, 14.. Voc. in Wr.-Wiilcker 594/41 
Mansio, a dwellynge, 1535 Coverdale i Esdras ix. 37 The 
children of Israel were in their dwellynges. 16x3 Purchas 
Pilgrimage (x6x4) 749 They have no dwelling but their 
boats. 1667 Milton P. L. vii, 183 Good will To future men, 
and in thir dwellings peace. 172 6 Adv. Capt. R. Boyle 
43, I went back to my Dwelling. 1863 Geo. Eliot Romola 
1. xx, A street of high silent-looking dwellings. 

Jig. 1655 Stanley Hist. Philos. 1. (1701) 40/1 Enclosed in 
the narrow dwelling of the Mind. 1713 Berkeley Guar- 
dian No. 3 r x That bosom which ought to be the dwelling 
of sanctity and devotion. 

4. attrib . and tomb., as dwelling cave, chamber, 
cottage, space, ■f stead, tent, etc.; dwelling action 
(see Dwell v. 4 d ). Also Dwelling-house, -place. 

<z 1300 Cursor M- 14709 (Gott.) His duelling stede sal last 
in hell, a 1340 Hampole Psalter xxxviii. 17 Na duellynge 
stede haf i here. 1607 Tofsell Serpents (1658) 793 The 
Sea-tortoises of India are so big, that with one of them they 
cover a dwelling Cottage. 17x8 Berkeley Tourinltaly'NVs. 
1871 IV. 593 The dwelling-seat of the Prince of Caserta. X780 
Coxe Russ. Disc. 132 One of the dwelling-caves of the 
savages. 2836 Specif. Stan sf eld’s Patent No. 7130. 2 Pro- 
ducing a gradual pressure and dwelling action of the lay or 
slay. 1891 Month LXXI 1 I. 25 Freight-cars . . turned into 
dwelling-caves for the ballast-men. 

Hence BweTlimgless a., without a dwelling; 
possessing or containing no dwelling. 

188a Blackw. Mag. Feb. 244 A melancholy expanse — tree- 
less, dwellingless, manless. 1894 Month May 68 Whether 
they be styled dwellers in waggons, or be dwellingless, 
BwelHug-liOUSe. A house occupied as a 
place of residence, as distinguished from a house 
of business, warehouse, office, etc. 

1450-1530 Myrr. our Ladye in She mote make god 
mercyfull to vs, that was made bys dwellynge howse. 1592 
Nottingham Rec. IV. 238 Makinge his barnes into dwellyn 
houses. 16x6 Surfl. & Markh. Country Far me 6 You must 
chuse the higest peece of ground to build your dwelling 
house vpon. 1777 Robertson Hist. Amer. (1783) II. 190 
Even ina village of the rudest Indians there are. .dwelling- 
houses. 1893 Selous Trav.S. £ . Africa 251 A comfort- 
able dwelling-house and several outhouses. 

Dwelling-place. A place of abode. 

£1380 Wyclif Sel. Wks. III. 197 pei..han not here a 
dwellynge-place for evere. c 1400 Maundev. iRoxb.) vxii. 32 
Na kirk, ne na chapell, ne ober dwellyng place. 1551 T. 
Wilson Logike (1580) 78 b, None can tell almoste now a 
daies, where the good menne dooe dwell. Or if thei have 
dwellyng places still, yet fewe can finde them at home. 
1667 Milton P. L. ii. 57 For thir dwelling place Accept 
this dark opprobrious Den of shame. x8x8 Byron Ch. Har . 
iv. clxxvii, Oh! that the Desarr were my dwelling place. 
1889 Jessopp Coming 0/ Friars iii. 1x9 The monastery was 
the common dwelling-place; the convent was the society of 
persons inhabiting it, 

f Dwelster. Obs. rare , [f„ Dwell v. + -steb.] 
A female dweller. 
c 1440 [see Dwelleress]. 

t Dwelth. Obs. Also 3 dwe ole#, dweolulitSe, 
dweoltSe. [OE. type *dweluda, *dweoluda, from 
root dwel- : see Dwele, Dwell.] Error, delusion. 

a 1225 Ancr. R. 224 pet heo was igon a dweoleci [v.r. o 
dweole]. <2x240 Ureisnn 93 in Colt. Horn. 195 Alle kunnes 
dweoluhSe. Ibid. 148 pet. .ne dweolSe me ne derie. c 1420 
Ckron. Vilod. 3149 So seke he was bat he speke o dwelthe. 
t Dweo'mercraeft. Obs. [f. OE. *dwimer, 
*dweomer , in gedwimer, gedwomer illusion, sorcery, 
necromancy, gedwimere juggler, sorcerer + crxft, 
Craft.] Jugglery, magic art. 

c 1205 Lay. 30634 And Peluz hit wiste anan b u *b his 
dweomer-erceften. 

Dweomerla.yk == prec. : see Demeelatk. 
Dwer, var. Dower sbf Obs. 
t Dwere. Obs. Also dwer. [Etymology un- 
known. (Cf. Diswerr.)] Doubt, dread. 

c 1440 Capgrave Life St. Rath. iv. 1165 Thou seyde to 
hem thei shulde not be in dwere What thei shulde speke. 
£•1440 Hylton Sea la Per/. (W. de W. 1494) 11. xi, Ther- 
fore fallen some in dowte and dwere . . wheder they synned 
in tyme of temptacyon or noo. ci 450 Loneuch Graillxvt. 
x8 Thus bothe the ladyes Enterid were In that same Abbey 
with-< )wten dwere. c 1450 Co?>. Myst. Prol. (Shaks. Soc.) 
17 Alle woundere sore and have gret dwere. c 1460 Towne- 
leyMyst . ( Surtees' 302 That maide us alle to be in dwere. 

JDwerf, dwergh, dwerowe, obs. ff. Dwarf. 
Dwete, obs. form of Duty. 
t Dwild. Obs. Also 3 (Orm.) dwilde, dwillde. 
[OE. dwyld ( dwila ) '.—*diw)ult$i ( i—dhtilti), from 
u- grade of *dwelan to err : see Dwell, Dwale.] 
Error, heresy. 

O. E. Ckron. an. 1122 Feole dwild wearen jeseo^en and 
jeheord. Ibid. an. 1129. Nu waer 3 swa mycel dwyld on 


DWXHDBE. 


BYE. 


Cristendom. cxaoo Ormin 11x47 purrh haeJ?enndom and 
dwilde.^ [Also in 10 other places.] 

Dwindle (dwi-ndT), v. [A dimin, derivative 
of Dwine v. : cf. Kindle v . 2 Prob. of dialect 
origin : in Shaks., but little used before 1650.] 

1 . intr. To become smaller and smaller; to 
shrink, waste away, decline. 

1596 Shaks. i Hen. IV, hi. iu. 3 Bardolph, am I not 
falne away vilely v> doe I not bate? doe I not dwindle? 
1605 — Mach 1. iii. 23 Wearie Seu’ nights, nine times 
nine, Shall he dwindle, peake, and pine. 1649 Blithe 
Eng. Improv. Impr. (1652) 107 Corne will fall flat and 
dwindle or rot. a 1661 Fuller Worthies , Middlesex (R.), 
It grindeth the grain beforehand, making it to dwindle 
away almost to nothing. *7x1 Budgell Sped. No 150 p 1 
Little Insults and Contempts, which- -seem to dwindle into 
nothing when a Man offers to describe them. 1764 Goldsm. 
Trav. 126 Man seems the only growth that dwindles here. 
1831 Earl of Elgin in Croker Papers 15 July, [The] Op- 
position • . dwindling down to thirty or forty. 1855 Macaulay 
Hist. Eng. III. 285 The party which on the first day of the 
session had rallied round Athol had dwindled away to no- 
thing. 1875 Jqwett Plato (ed. 2) III. 163 Polygamist peo- 
ples, .dwindle in numbers. 

■ In pa.pple. (constructed with he), denoting the resulting 
condition. (See also 2.) 

, <2 x674 Clarendon Hist Reh. vin. § 145 The rest were 
dwindled away. 1700 T. Brown tr. Fresny's Amusem. 
Sen Com. 130 Honour and Arms, - is now almost dwindled 
into an Airy nothing. 1863 Kingsley Water-Bab. Hi. (1878) 
134 Whether the fall be dwindled to a single thread. 

b.fig. To decline in quality, value, or estima- 
tion ; to degenerate, * sink ’. 

1678 Butler Hud. in. ii. 644 For Saints in Peace degene- 
rate And dwindle down to reprobate, a 1704 T. Brown 
Sat. Fr. King WTcs. 1730 I. 59 Thou that hast look'd so 
fierce, and talk’d so big, In thy old age to dwindle to a 
Whig. 1757 Burke Abridgm. Eng. Hist. Wks. 1842 II, 
517 The ancient praetors dwindled into his legates. X874 
Green Short Hist. 142 The writers dwindle into mere 
annalists whose view is bounded by the abbey precincts. 

f c. To shrink (with fear). Ohs. rare. (Prob. a 
misuse owing to two senses of shrink .) 

16x0 B. Jonson Alch. v. iv, Fac. Did you not heare the 
coyle, About the dore? Sub. Yes, and I dwindled with it. 

2 . trans. To reduce gradually in size, cause to 
shrink into small dimensions. 

a 1661 Fuller Worthies m. (1662) 56 Divine Justice, in- 
sensibly dwingling their Estates. 1679 Prot. Conformist 
4 These Monsters.. have dwindled the Wolf into a Fox. 


1 by the moon to small sharp point. 

Hence Dwi-nclliM.gr vbl. sb. and ppl. a. 
ler, one who dwindles; Dwindlement (nonce- 
wd.\ dwindling, shrinking. 

1634 Gayton Pleas. Notes u. iL 38 The Monks were, .not 
dwindlers, but of ample size. 1664 H. More Antid. Idol. 
73 llluminatrix cordium. . would be but a dwindling Title. 
1857 H. Reed Led. Brit. Poets II. xv. 200 A dwarfish and 
dwindling race. 1863 Mrs. Oliphant Salem Ch , i. 22 With 
a sensation of dreadful dwindlement. 1884 Spectator 12 
July 902/x The dwindling of their majority. 

Dwindle, sb. rare . [f. prec. vb.] The process 
of dwindling ; gradual diminution or decline. 1?, 
concr. A dwindled or shrunken object. 

1779-81 Johnson L. P. , Milton Wks. II . x 28 The hope of 
every day growing greater in the dwindle of posterity. 
3782 Elphinston Martial in. xciii. 173 Three hairs, and 
four teeth, are the dwindle Fell Chronus allows thy com- 
mand. 1847-78 Halliwell, Dwindle, a poor sickly child. 
Kent. 

Dwindled (dwrnd’ld), ppl. a. [f. as prec. + 
-ed 1 .] That has wasted away, or become gradually 
less ; shrunken ; reduced to insignificance. 

260* Marston Ant. 4 Mel. 1. Wks. 1856 I. 14 He hath 
a dwindled legge. 1796 Burke Regie. Peace iv. Wks. IX. 
86 The degenerate and pusillanimous impatience of our 
dwindled race. 1828 Scott F. M. Perth xxxii, A poor 
dwindled dwarf. 1850 Robertson Serm. Ser. m. vii. 97 
This dwindled Humanity of ours. 

+ Dwindling (dwrndlig), sb. Ohs. rare . [f. 
Dwindle + -ing 3 ; c f. Dwining j&J A thing 
that dwindles or has dwindled away. 

a 1653 Plat Garden of Eden (1653) 39 Your pompions 
will prove but dwindlings. 

Dwine ' (dwoin), v. Now Sc., dial., and arch. 
Forms : 1 dwinan, 3-8 dwyne, (4 dum(e, 5 
dwynne, 6 dwinne. Sc. duyn(e), 4- dwine. 
[OE. dwinan, divan, dwinen, an original Teut. 
strong vb., represented by ON. dvina (Sw. china, 
MDu. dwinen , early mod. Du. dwijnen (Kilian 
1599b Du. verdwijnen to vanish, disappear), 
MLG. and LG. dwinen. The strong inflexions are 
not found after OE. period. Cf. also Fordwine.] 

1 . intr. To waste or pine away; to decline in 
vigour, languish, fade, wither. 

£ *000 Sax. LeechcL I. 82 Donne dwine]? seo wamb sona. 
cxo$o Gloss, in Wr.-Wulcker 506/35 Tcdmerunt, dwinan. 
#1300 Cursor M. 23695 Wit sere colors ; ]>at neuermar sal 
dime ne duine. 1x350 Will. Paleme 578 Sche dwined 
aw , aie boj?e daies and nirjtes. c 1380 Wyclif Serm. Sel. 
Wks. II. 34 [It] come]? above he erpe soone, but it dwyne]? 
anoon. 1513 Douglas AEneis ix. vii. 149 Lyke as the 
purpour flour. .Dwynis away, as it doith faid or de. a 1598 
Rollock Sel. IVks. (Wodrow Soc.) II. 591 John’s faith and 
Peter’s zeal were, languishing and dwining. a 1605 Mont- 
gomerie Misc. Poems xxii. 4 My bevy hairt, Quhilk daylie 
duyns, hot nevir dees, a x8x8 Macneill Poet Wks., (2844) 
98 See how he's dwining wi' care. 1825 Brockett N. C. 
Gloss., Divine t to pine, to be in a decline or consumption. 
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x886 Lady Verney in Gd. Words 181 Put the plant into 
a splendid.. vase, in which it dwined and dwindled; 1889 
Spectator 21 Dec., A race, which . . must, to use a fine 
though half-forgotten word, begin to dwine away. 

2 . trans. To cause to pine or waste away. rare. 
1597 Montgomerie Ckerrie # Slae 752 His deidly drouth ; 
Quhilk pynis him, and dwynis him To deid. 1894 Crockett 
Raiders (ed. 3) 360, I will dwine your flesh on your bones. 

Hence Dwined ppl. a. ; Dwining vbl. sb. and 
ppl. a. ; also Dwine sb., decline, wane. 

"la 1366 Chaucer Rom. Rose 360 Drye and dwyned al for 
elde. 1536 Bellenden Cron. Scot. (1821) II. 60 Ambrose 
..fell in ane dwinand seiknes. *583 Stanyhurst AEneis 

II. (Arb.) 61 His old dwynd carcas. 17x8 Wodrow Corr. 
(1843) II. 403 Our dwining, sinking condition. 1820 Blacky). 
Mag. June 280, I' the dwine o’ the moon. 1830 Scott 
Demonol. ix. 289 For long dwining and ill heal. 

t B writing, sb. Obs. rare. [f. PwiNE v. + 
~ING- 3 .] One who pines away, a sickly creature. 

a 1400-50 Alexander 1752 Slike a dwinyng, a dwaje, and 
a dwerje asbi-selfe. 

D wle, Dwly, obs. forms of Dole sb. 2 , Duly. 
Dwme, Dwole, obs. forms of Doom, Dwale. 
Dwr, Dwresse, obs. forms of Door, Duress. 
Dwrfe, obs. form of Dwarf. 

Dwt., abbreviation for pennyweight ; see D. 
Dwte, Dwwe, obs. forms of Duty, Due. 

By, obs. form of Die. 

By a, Byar, var. Dia Obs. drug ; obs. f. Dia-. 
Dyad (dor&d). Also 7 diad. [ad. L. dyas, 
dyad', a. Gr. Svas, SudS-, the number two.] 

1 . The number two ; a group of two ; a couple. 
Cf. Duad 1. 

1675 R. Burthogge Causa Dei 244 Now a Monad and 
a Diad, or One and Two, makes Three. 1678 Cudworth 
Intell. Syst. 372 The Writer . .doth affirm Pythagoras to 
have asserted Two Substantial Principles Self-existent, 
a Monad and a Dyad. 1809 W. Irving Knickerb. (1849) 
37 Pythagoras likewise inculcated the famous numerical 
system of the monad, dyad, and triad. 1885 F. Hall in 
Ballantyne's Sdnkhya A phorisms 224 The gross product of 
Nature/viz., the great elements and the dyad of bodies. 

2 . In specific uses : a. C hem. An atom, radical, 
or element that has the combining power of two 
units, L e. of two atoms of hydrogen. 

1865 Reader 1 Apr. 372/a Each of these atoms combines 
usually with three monads, or with one dyad and one 
monad. 1873 Fawned Chem. (ed. 11) 250 Sulphur, selenium, 
and tellurium, are usually regarded as dyads. 

b. Biol. A secondary unit of organization con- 
sisting of an aggregate of monads. Hence dyad- 
deme. 2883 [see Deme]. 

g. Pros. A group of two lines having different 
rhythms. 

1885 B. L. Gildersi.eeve Pindar p. liii, Dyads and triads 
there are in Pindar, but they do not disturb the rhythmical 
working of the odes. 

3 . attrib, or as adj. = Dyadic. 

2869 Roscoe Elem. Chem. 266 Copper is a dyad element. 
2881 A thenaum 26 Mar. 433/1 He has also prepared the 
hydrate and oxalate of the dyad radical (Ca Ha Hg 3 O2). 
By ad, Byaf, Byap, ME. ^Kentish) forms of 
Dead, Deaf, Death. 

■ Byadeeme, obs. form of Diadem. 

Dyadic (doiae'dik), a. (sb.) [ad. Gr- dva5ite-bs of 
the number two j Of or pertaining to a dyad or 
group of two. Dyadic arithmetic : binary arith- 
metic, in which the radix is 2. Dyadic disynlheme : 
see Duadio. 

X727-5X Chambers Cycl.s.'V. Arithmetic, Binary or Dyadic 
Arithmetic is that, wherein only two figures, unity, or 1, 
and o, are used. x8oo Monthly Mag, X. 43 The dyadic 
arithmetic proposes to express all numbers by two char- 
acters, x and o. . .Thus, x is represented by x, 2 by 10, 4 by 
100, and 8 by 1000. x88z Schaff Encycl. Relig. Know! 

III. 2395 Up to 360, the whole development [of the doctrine 
of the Trinity] was markedly dyadic, 

b. Chem. Of the atomic constitution of a dyad* 

2873 F ovanes' Chem. 395 Cadmium, like zinc, is dyadic. 

33 . sb. = Dyadic arithmetic. 

JX845 J. M. Mackie Leibnitz 1S7 Leibnitz invented the 
Dyadik or reckoning with zero and unity.] 

By aki 3 -dodecahedron (dorakisid<?mdika- 
hPdr^h). Cryst. \i, Qt. dvams twice, f. 5 t 5 o two 
+ Dodecahedron.] A crystalline form contained 
by twenty-four trapezoidal planes having two sides 
equal ; = Diplohedron, Diploid. 

x88x H. Bauerman Textbk. Syst. Min. 54 The same rela- 
tion holds good with its hemihedral form, the dyakisdode- 
caliedron which under similar conditions passes into a pen- 
tagonal dodecahedron. 1883 M. F. Heddle in Encycl. 
Brit. XVI. 355 The dyakisdodecahedron . . has twelve 
short, twelve long, add twenty-four intermediate edges. 
Byakne, obs. form of Deacon. 

Byal-, Dyam-, Byap- : see Dial-, etc. 
Dyarchy (dsiaiki). [Another spelling of 
Diarchy, of less etymological authority.] « 
Diarchy ; government by two rulers. ^ 

2885 Academy xo Oct. 231/2 The imperial government is 
a Dyarchy, says Dr. Mommsen. x8 86 Eng. Hist Rev. I. 
350 The ‘dyarchy' of senate and emperor is taken for 
: granted. ■ 

Dyas (dorses). Geol. [a. Gr. 8uar : see Dyad. 
After Trias.'] A name for the Permian system. 

1876 Page Adv. Textbk. Geol. xv. 273 The lower red 
sandstones and magnesian limestones— the Dyas or double 
group of German geologists. 1887 A thenseum 29 Jan. 163/2 


In the place of Murchison’s term ‘ Permian \ .he follows 
continental geologists in using Marcou’s rather awkward 
word ‘ Dyas . 

Hence Dyassic (cbharsik), a., Permian. 

1878 Lawrence tr. Cotta's Rocks Class. 105 Rocks he- 
longing unmistakably to the Rothliegende or Dyassic age. 

Byaster, Byastole : see Dia-. 

Byat(t, obs. form of Diet. 

Dyaue, ME. (Kentish) form of Deaf. 

Bycare, obs. form of Biker. 

Dyce, dice (dais), adv. Naut. [History ob- 
scure.] Assumed to mean ‘ thus 

cxB6o H. Stuart Seamads Catech. 40 What is the mean, 
ing of * very well thus ’ ; ‘ dice and no higher ' ? Her head 
is in a very good direction, but no closer to the wind. 2867 
Smyth Sailor's Word-bk. s. v., ‘Very Well Dyce.* (See 
Thus.) Ibid,, Thus, Very Well Thus, or Dyce, the order 
to the helmsman to keep the ship in her present direction, 
when sailing close-hauled. 

Byee, ayeer, obs. forms of Dice, Dicer. 
Dyeh(e, Bycht, By eke, obs. ff. Ditch, Dight, 
Dike. Byctee, -ye, obs. forms of Ditty sb. 

Bydapper, -dopper, obs. ff. Didappeu, 

Byde, obs. form of Dead,, Deed, Did, Died. 
Dye (dai), sb. Forms : 1 ddas, d6a,h. 3-4 dehe, 
6 9 die, 7- dye. [OE. had diag, diak fern*, gen. 
deage (:— OTeut. *daugd~), for which a ME. dehe ( = 
deapefiede) is known in 13th c. This would give later 
deye, dey, also (as with Die v. and Eye) dye die . 
The word is not known thenceforth till the 16th c., 
when we find die : see the vb. 

(The OTeut. *dangd- indicates an ablaut series deng-, 
dang-, dug', Aryan *dheuk-, etc., to which Kluge (Engl. 
Stud. XL 511) refers also L. f ileus, and filedre to dye.}] 

1 . Colour or hue produced by, or as by, dyeing; 
tinge, hue. 

c xooo/Elfric Voc. in Wr.-Wulcker 152/18 Tinctura , deah. 
c 1000 jElfric Horn. II, 254 Se wolcn-reada wasfels .. mid 
fere dear,© hi we. a 1.300 Prayer to Our Lady 20 in 0 . E. 
Misc. 193 And mi tohte rude iturhd al in-to oft re dehe 
[rimes bisehe, ehe, leihe]. 1589 Greene Menaphon (Arb.) 
41 Girt with a crimson roobe of brightest die. 1663 Butler 
Hud. 1 . i. 243 His tawny Beard In . . cut and dye so like a 
Tile. 1698 Fryer Acc. E. India P. 24 Till. . we ploughed 
deeper Water, North East, of a Cerulean dye. 1706 
Addison Rosamond n. in, Deck’d with flow’rs of various 
dies. X740 Somerville Hobbinol in. 358 Fragrant Spice, 
or Silks of costly Die. 18 rz J. Wilson Isle of Palms m. 88 
Wings and crests of rainbow dyes. 

b, fig. Chiefly in such phrases as a crime, fact, 
etc. of blackest or deepest dye, and the like. 

1601 Cornwallyks Ess. xvfl, I never yet^ saw griefe of so 
deepe a Dye. 1605 Tryall Chev. in. iii. in Bu.len O. PL 
III. 314 True vert ues dye is such That malice cannot stayne 
nor envy tueh. 2665 Sir T. Herbert Trav. (1677) 244 
A Treason of an ugly dye. 275a A. Murphy Gray’s- Inn 
Jrnl. No. 5, § 1 A Fact, .of as Glaring a Die as I have 
ever known, 1819 Mackintosh Sp. Ho. Com. 2 Mar. Wks. 
2846 111 . 370 Crimes .. of the blackest die. 1885 Manch. 
Exam. 16 June 4/7 He is a criminal of the deepest dye. 

2 . A material or matter used for dyeing; esp. 
colouring matter in solution. 

*rzoo0 /Elfric Voc. in Wr.-Wulcker 152/19 Coccus, read 
deah. c 2000 Ags. Gloss, ibid. 244/30 Fucus, deax nel tel?;. 
1660 F. Brooke tr. Le Blanc's Trav , 26 Wood called 
Sorba, much like Brasill, hut makes a very deep dye ; 2805 
Southey Madoc in W. xiv, Cheese of curd- like whiteness, 
with no foreign die Adulterate. 2826 J. Smith Panorama 
Sc. 4 Art II. 527 Dyes.. which require no mordant, are 
called permanent or great dyes. 2856 Stanley Sinai $ Pal. 
vi. (2858) 269 The purple shellfish . . supplied the Phoenicia# 
merchants with their celebrated dye. 

fo. As a constituent or property of the. cloth. 

1835 Ure Philos. Manuf 200 When the dye is very fast, 
the cloth may be passed repeatedly through the machines 
. .without being affected. 

3 . attrib. and Comb., as dye-drug, -pot, - trial , 
-vat (-fat ) ; dye-bath, dye-beck, the wide shal- 
low vessel containing the dyeing liquid ; also the 
colouring matter therein contained ; dye- stone, 
an iron limestone, used as a dye in U.S. ; dye- 
stuff, dye-ware, a substance which yields a dye ; 
dye-works, works in which dyeing is carried on. 
Also Dye-house, - wood. 

2875 Ore’s Diet Arts III. 168 But in its state of freshness 
its volume becomes troublesome in the *dye-bath. Ibid. I. 
61 1 The mordant . . is apt to give up a portion from the cloth 
in the *dyeheek. 2879 Cassells Techn. Educ. m, 108/2 A 
solution of it is made in the dyebeek — a long vessel con- 
taining the dye in solution. X84Z BiscHoff Woollen 
Manuf. II. 267 The duties upon oil, * dye-drugs, and every 
other impost. 1640 Parkinson Theat. Bot. (1644) 002 A 
blew and purple scumme that riseth on the *Dyfat which 
is taken off and dried. 1675 Brooks Gold. Key Wks. 1807 
V. 55 Wool which never received the least tincture m the 
dye- fat. 1837 Penny Cycl. IX. 225/r ^Dye-stuffs can pene- 
trate the minute pores of vegetable and animal fibres only 
when presented to them in a state of solution. 284* Bis- 
choff Woollen Manuf II. 41 Low prices of oil and dye- 
wares. 2837 Penny Cycl. IX. 226/2 Each of the great Mye- 
V works in Alsace. 

Dye (dai), v. Pa. t. and pple. dyed ; pr. ppk* 
dyeing. Forms : 1 ddasian, ddsian, 4-5 deyen, 
deien, dyen, (5 dyaeu, dyne, 6 deit, 4^9 die, 
dye. [OE. diagian (:-~OTeut. *d augbjf an), * . 
deag Dye sb. (The convenient distinction in spell* 
ing bet ween die and dye is quite recent. Johnson s 
Diet, spells. both die', Addison has both as dye.)] 


BYE. 


■735 


{L 'irons, To diffuse a colour or tint through ; to 
tinge with a colour or hue ; to colour, stain. 

a sooo Aldhelm GL (Napier, O. E. GL) I. 1208 Fucare, 
dea^ian. Ibid. 5196 Inficere, deaghian. Ibid. 5330 Colo- 
rath, deasedum. 1398 Trkvisa Barth . De P. R. xix. viii. 
(1495) 866 Red clothe dieth the vtter parti of water yf it is 
layed there voder. Ibid . , Many thynges dyeth and colour* 
yth thynges wythout and not wythm: as.it fareth in peyn- 
ture. c 1500 Melusine xxxi. 229 The dyches watre was as 
Mourned & dyed with theyre blood. 1667 Milton P. L . x. 
ioog So much of Death her thoughts Had entertaind, as 
di’d her Cheeks with pale. 1720 Gay Poems (1745) H. 258 
My hands with blood of innocence are dy’d, 1826 Cooper 
Mohicans (1820) I. iii. 45 It fell, dying the waters with its 
blood. 1892 Gardiner Student's Hist. Eng. 9 They dyed 
their faces in order to terrify their enemies. 

to. spec. To impregnate (any tissue or the like) 
with a colour, to fix a colour in the substance of, 
or to change the hue of by a colouring matter. 

ex 386 Chaucer Nun's Pr.Epil. 12 Him nedeth nat his 
colour for to dyen With brasil. c 1400 Lanpranc's Cimrg. 
180 pow schalt die hise heeris if pei ben white, wip tincture 
bat ben forseid. 146 $ Mann. $ Honsek. Exp. 178 Saffe 
he axithe alowanse ffor dyeynge xvj. $erdys doth .xj.</. 
a 1577 Gascoigne Flowers, etc. Wks. (1587)309 Nor useth 
art, in deing of hir heare. 1654 tr. Martinis Cong. China 
34 Black and purple horse-hair, which they die and dress 
most curiously. i8id J. Smith Panorama. Sc. Art ^ II. 
527 The most usual stuffs or materials which are required 
to be dyed, are wool, silk, cotton, and linen. 

'pig. 1576 Fleming Panopl. Epist. 418 As it were dye 
your wit in their unchaungeable colours, a ijoo Drydem 
(J. l, All white, a virgin saint she sought the skies ; For 
marriage, though it sullies not, it dies. 

C. Phrase: 2 'o dye in {the) wool \ in grain, to 
subject to the action of a colouring matter while 
the material is in the raw or primitive state ; the 
effect of which is more thorough and lasting than 
when done after it is 4 made up ’. lit. and Jig. 

c 1386 [see sense 2 a] 1579 80 North Plutarch 11676) 65 If 
he had not through institution and education (as it were) 
died in wool the manners of children. 1679 Lond . Gaz. 
No. 1449/4' A peice of half Ell green double Cam blet dyed 
in the Wool. 1798 Edgeworth Pract . Edttc. II. 351 Dyed 
in grain, means dyed into the substance of the material so 
that the dye can't be washed out. 

2 . Various constructions : a. with the colour as 
object. 

. C1386 Chaucer Sgr.'s T. 503 So depe in greyn he dyed 
E Lansd. deiede] his coloures. c 1386 — Frankl. ProL 53 
Colours n,e knowe I none..But,.swiche as men dye [so 
all 6 texts ; Wright deyen] or peynte. 1530 Palsgr. 515/2 
This dyer dy^th none ot her coloures butonely scarlets. ci6oo 
Shaks. Sonn. xcix, The purple pride .. In my love’s veins 
thou hast too grossly dyed. 1875 Ure's Did. Arts II. 173 
Green . . is produced by dyeing a blue over a yellow or a 
yellow over a blue. 

to. with complement : To dye (a thing) red, blue , 
etc., or of {print o, to) some colour. 

,14x2-20 Lydg. Chron. Troy 1. v, Whose, hlewe is lightly 
dyed into grene. i486 Bk. St, A lbans Aij b. It hade need 
to. be died other green or blwe. 1590 Spenser F. Q. 11. i. 39 
A stream of gore, .into a deepe sanguine dide the grassy 
grownd. 17x7 Lady M. W. Montagu Let. to Ciess Mar 
1 Apr,, They die their nails a rose colour. 1753 Chambers 
Cycl. Sttpp. s. v. Dyeing , He uses it daily to dye any thing 
woollen to a scarlet colour. 1875 Ure's Did. Arts II. 164 
Moses speaks of a raiment dyed blue. 1883 Manck. Guar- 
dian 30 Oct. 8/4 The rain . . in this red sandstone country 
soon dyes the stream of a dark red. 

e. absol. or with com pi. only. 

1436 Pol. Poems (Rolls) II, 180 The madre and woode 
that dyers take on hande To dyne wyth. 1467 in Eng. 
Gilds (1870) 383 Wher they be person es ynogh . . to dye, 
carde, or spynne. 1596 Shaks, i Hen. IV, n. iv. 16 They 
call drinking deepe, dying Scarlet. 1863 Lindley Sch. Bot. 
56 Genista tinctoria.. Dyes yellow, 

3 . intr. for pass. To take a colour or hue (well 
or badly) in the process of dyeing. 

■ Mod. This material dyes very well. 

Hence Dyed///, a . 

<7x645 Howell Lett. vi. 9 Alderman Cockeins project of 
transporting no White Cloths but Died. 1863-72 Waits Diet. 
Chem. II. 354 A piece of dyed cotton. 1876 A. Arnold in 
Contemp. Rev. June 30 A henna-dyed follower of Islam. 
Bye, obs. form of Die v. and sb. 

Byead, Byeath, Byeaue, obs. ff. Dead, 
Death, Deaf. 

Byedral, obs. var. Dihedral. 

Bye'-house The building in which a dyer 
carries on his work. 

" 1465 Mann* fy H ouseh. Exp. 179 Edward Bernard that 
dweld in hys dyhowse. 1545 Act 37 Hen. VIII, c. 12 § 9 
Wheare anny personne shall demyse any dyehouse or Brew- 
house, 1697 Lond. Gaz. No. 3261/4 Some of them Broke 
open a Dye-House at Bow. 1876 Bancroft Hist. U. S. 
VI. xxx. 87 Trees, useful in the workshop and the dye-house. 

■ Dye-house-, dial. var. of Dey-house (Grose). 

' Byeiug* (doi*ig\ vbl. sb. Also 6-9 dying, 
[f. Dye v. + -ing ‘.J The process of impregnating 
with colour ; esp. the fixing of colours in solution 
in textile and other absorbent substances. 

, c xooo JElfric Horn. II. 464 Ne mihte se wuldorfulla Salo- 
mon, ne nan eorSiic cyning swa wlitige deajunge his hrajg- 
,lum bejytan swa swa rose hseiS. 1530 Palsgr. 213/2 
Dieng with colour, taincture. .1548 Acid %■ 3 Edit). VI, c. 
26 Preamb., White Ashes. .are very necessarie . . for the., 
dyinge and scowringe of wollen ciothe., 1731-59 Miller 
Card. Diet . (ed. 7) s, v. Ctesalpinia, The Brasiletto wood 
.which is much used in Dying.. 1877 Cl. O’Neill in Encycl. 
Brit. VII. 570/2 The term dyeing . , is usually confined to 
the colouring of textile fibrous materials by penetration. 


to. attrib. and Comb., zs dyeing-drug, - earth , 
•goods, -herb, - liquor , -material, -stuff, -wood, etc. ; 
also dyeing-frame, one on which articles are 
hung when dipped simultaneously into the dye. 

1530 Palsgr. 213/2 Dieng fatte or leed, cottier. 2670 R. 
Coke Disc. Trade 34 All sorts of Dying stuffs. Hides, [etc.]. 
2725 De Foe Voy. round World. (1840} x6i Dying-woods 
and dying-earths. 2735 Berkeley Querist § 509 Saffron, 
dying drugs, and the like produce, ; 2813 Sir H. Davy 
Agric. Chem. (1814) 73 Dyeing materials are furnished by 
leaves, or the petals of flowers. 2875 Ure's Did. Arts II. 
792 When the dyeing-frame is raised up out of the copper, 
it should be tilted on one side. 

Byep, obs. (Kentish) form of Deep. 

Byeper, obs. form of Diaper. 

Byer (daroa). Also 4 dighere, dyh5ere, 6-7 
dyar, dier, -ar. [f. Dye v. : OE. type *diagere. j 

1 . One whose occupation is to dye cloth and other 
materials. 

2369 in Riley Lond. Mem. (1868I 337 Victor de Male, 
dighere. <7x386 Chaucer Prol. 362 A Webbe, a Dyere, 
and a Tapicer. a 2400 in Eng. Gilds (1870) 359 J>e mayster 
dyh3eres of peyntours in b e citee. 1562 Bulleyn Bk. 
Simples 47 b, With this Diars colour their Wolle withall. 
a 1610 Healey Theophrastus (2636V To Rdr., A great 
water-pot like a Diers fat. 2724 Swift D rapier's Lett. Wks. 
1755 V. 11. 94 A piece of black and white stuff just sent from 
the dyer. 2838 T. Thomson Chem. Org. Bodies 368 Indigo 
employed by the dyers or calico-printers. 

to. A variety of grape. 

2865 Daily Tel. 20 July, Grapes are already in the market, 
and the especial one known as the 4 dyer from being used 
to colour various wines, is beginning to blush. 

2 . Combinations of dyer's : a. dyer’s bath 
Dye-bath ; + dyer’s grain, the coccus insect, 
kermes ; dyer’s spirit, tin tetrachloride, employed 
as a mordant, to. In the names of plants used for 
dyeing: dyer’s alkanet, bugloss, Anchusa tinc- 
toria {Ure’s Did. Arts 1875); dyer’s broom, 
whin, Genista tinctoria, also called dyer’s green- 
weed, Dyer's weed, and woadwaxen; dyer’s 
grape, Phytolacca d&candra (Miller Plant-n. 1884); 
dyer’s-moss, archil ; dyer’s oak, Quercus in - 
fectoria, the galls of which yield a dye; dyer’s 
rocket, Reseda Luteola , also called dyer’s yellow- 
weed ; dyer’s wo ad, I satis tinctoria (see Woad). 

2592 Percivall Sp. Did., The tree whereon diers grayne 
groweth. Coccus infedorius. 1597 Gerarde Herbal in, 
xviii. (2633) 1317 The Greenweeds, .do grow to dye clothes 
with. It Is called.. in English Diers Greenweed. 1854 
S. Thomson Wild FI. iii. (ed. 4) 236 The . . yellow-flowered 
Genista tinctoria, or dyer’s green-weed, or woad-waxen. 

1860 Oliver Less. Bot. (x886j 124 Dyer's Woad {/satis 
tinctoria). 1862 Miss Pratt Flower. PL 1 . 157 Reseda 
Luteola , Dyer's Rocket. Ibid. II. 81 Genista tinctoria, 
Woad-waxen, Dyer's-wh in, Dyer’s weed, or Greenweed. 

Byer, obs. form of Dier, one who dies. 

Dyer’s weed. A name given to plants that 
yield a dye : esp. Yellow- weed or Weld, Reseda 
Luteola; also Dyer’s greenweed or Woadwaxen, Ge- 
nista tinctoria , and Dyer’s woad, I satis tinctoria . > 

2578 Lyte Dodoens 1. xlvii, 68 Of Dyers weede . . The 
leau s of this herbe are.. not much vnlike the leaues of 
Woad.. It is vsed of Dyers to colour and dye their clothes 
into greene, and yellow. 1649 Blithe Eng. Improv. 
Impr. (1653) 224 In our English Welde or Dyars-Weed. 
1794 Martyn Rousseau's Bot. xx. 280 Dyers-weed or Weld 
grows common in barren pastures, dry banks, and on walls. 

1861 Miss Pratt FI PI. II. 81 [see prec.]. 186 6 Treats. Bot., 
Dyer’s- weed .. also .. I sat is tinctoria. Ibid. s. v. Reseda , 
R. Luteola , the Weld, Yellow-weed, or Dyer’s Weed. 

Byery (dorori). [f. Dye + -(e) k y.] A place 
where dyeing is carried on ; a dyeing establishment. 

2762 tr. Busching s Syst. Geog. V. 606 In this town are 
manufactures of stuffs and linen, as also a dyery. 1884 
J. Payne xooi Nts. VIII. 298 The door of the dyery. 

Byery, obs. form of Dairy, * 

Byester (dor star). Now Sc. arch. Also 4 
diestere, -are, 5 deyster. [f. Dye v. + -ster. 
Cf. Dexter sb j = Dyer. 

a 1350, Childh. Jesus 1158 (Matz.) He cam to a diestare. 
And seide he couf>e of his mestere, pis diestere with oute 
blame Of pis hadde game. 1497 Will of J. Tkomlynson 
(Somerset Ho.), I John Thomlynson of Coventry, Deyster. 
18x8 Scorr Hrt. Midi, vii, That dy ester’s pole is good 
enough for the homicide. 2857 A. Jeffrey Roxburghshire 
II. iii, 120 In 1736 Robert Dick, a dyester, was summoned. 

Byety, Byeve, obs. forms of Deity, Diye v. 

Dye*-W00d. Wood yielding a dye. 

1699 Dampier Voy. (R.), Here are dye-woods, as fustick, 
&c. 1812-16 J. Smith Panorama Sc. Art 1 . 92 Several 
, woods, .of foreign production, such as dyewoods. .we pass 
over. 1863-72 Watts Did. Chem. II. 354 This is a style 
of calico-printing in which one or more mordants are mixed 
with dye-wood decoctions or other coloured solutions. 

Byf- : see Dir*. 

Bygne, dygnyte, obs. ff. Digne, Dignity. 

BygOgram (doi-g^grsem). [See quot. 1862.] 
A diagram consisting of a curve showing the varia- 
tion of the horizontal component of the force of 
magnetism exerted upon the ship’s compass-needle 
by the iron hi the ship’s composition while making 
a circuit or curve. 

1862 A Smith Deviat. Ship's Compass App. ii. 251 
Graphic representations of the amount and direction of the 
forces which act on the magnetic needle. These repre- 
sentations are designated by the general name of 4 Dygo- 
gram > a contraction for ‘ Dynamo^gonio-gram ’ or f Force 


dyttagraph. 

and angle diagram V 2881 Maxwell Eledr. 4 Magn. II. 
73 Such a curve, by means of which tiie direction and 
magnitude of the force on the_ compass is given in terms of 
the magnetic course of the ship, is called a Dygogram. 

Bygre, obs. f. Degree. 

Bying (dai-ig), vbl. sb. Forms : see Die v) 
[f. Die v. 1 + -ingL] The action of the verb Die.; 

1 . Ceasing to live, expiring, decease, death. 

1297 R. Glouc. (1724) 485 Hunger & deiinge of men. 
a 2340 Hampole Psalter cvi. 20 He toke paim out of Jxnre 
diyngis. 1526-34 Tindale 2 Cor. iv. 10 And we all wayes 
beare in oure bodyes the dyinge of the Lorde Iesus. 1626 
Bacon Sylva § 448 The Dying, in the Winter, of the Roots 
or Plants that are Annual.^ 2893 Huxley Evolut. # Ethics 
9 Life seems not worth living except to escape the bore of 
dying. ' 

to. transf. and Jig. See Die v. Also with advs. 

1750 Phil. Trans. XLVI. 4x3 At the dying of the Stream, 
it is often two Feet higher than the Main Tide. 2855 
Bain Senses # Int. 11. i. § 16 The gradual dying away of a 
motion. 1884 J. A. H. Murray in 13/ Addr. PhiloL Soc. 
7 The history of the dying-out: of Cornish. 

2 . attrib. Of, belonging to, or relating to dying 
or death, as dying bed, command \ day , declaration. 
Jit, groan , prayer, shriek , time, tree , wish , word , 
etc. Cf. Death 18 a. (In some of these, the vbl. 
sb. has come to be identified with the///, a.) 

1580 J. Stubbs in Lett. Lit. Men (Camden) 4T The glad 
tydings.. half revived my wife almost in a dyeng bedd. 
1593 Shaks. Lucr. 1266 Dying fear through all her body 
spread. 1599 Sandys Europse Spec. (16^2) 90 To have 
a sight of her sometime before their dying-dayes. 1620 
Quarles ' Jonah (1638) 45 Like pinioned pris’ners at the 
dying tree. 1722 Addison Sped. No. 70. p 8 The Scotch 
Earl falls ; and with his Dying Words encourages his men 
to revenge his Death. 2784 Cowper Task in. 328 The sobs 
and dying shrieks Of harmless Nature. 1872 Wharton 
La-w-Lexicon (ed. 5) 273/2 Death-bed or Dying Declara- 
tions are constantly admitted in evidence. 2884 Tennyson 
Becket Prol. 19 A dead man’s dying wish should be of 
weight. Mod. I shall remember it to my dying day. 

Bying, ///. a. [f. as prec. + -ixg z .] That dies. 

1. Departing from this life ; at the point of death, 
moribund; mortal: 

c 1450 tr. De Imitations 11. xii. 59 Know for certein pat 
bou must lede a dieng lif. 2563 WinJet Wks. (1890) II. 63 
He had leuir the dethe of the deand sinnar, than that he 
suld returne and leue. 2598 Sylvester Du Bartas n. i. iv. 
Handicrafts 422 He . . buries there his dying-living seeds. 
1704 Ray in Left. Lit. Men (Camden) 206 , 1 look upon my 
self as a dying man. 1822 Shelley Ginevra 81 The dying 
violet. 1860-x Flo. Nightingale Nursing 71 Oh ! how much 
might be spared to the dying 1 

2 . transf. and/#*. See Die v. 

1590 Spenser F. Q. ii. vii. 36 Another did the dying 
bronds repayre With yron tongs. 1592 Shaks. Ven. # Ad. 
338 As a dying coal revives with wind. 1697 Dryden Virg. 
Georg, iv. 38a Dying Murmurs of departing Tides. 17x3 
Pope Prol. Cato 14 Such Tears as Patriots shed for dying 
Laws. 1820 Shelley Liberty, xix. As a brief insect dies 
with dying day. 

Hence Dy-ingrly ^^^in a dying manner, in dying; 
Dyingness, dying or languishing quality. 

1435 Misyn Fire ff Love 11. xii. 103 Deyngly I sal wax 
stronge. 1556 J. Heywood Spider F. lix. 46 As both 
sides shall Hue : euermore dyingly. a 1625 Fletcher Love's 
Pilgr. w. iii, I can dyingly and boldly say 1 know not your 
dishonour. 1700 Congreve Way of World m. v, Tender- 
ness, becomes me best, a sort of dyingness, 1823 New 
Monthly Mag. VIII. zp6 To sing faintly, sweetly, and as it 
were dyingly. , 

Byit, Sc. var. of Dite sb., Obs. 

Byke, etc., a frequent spelling of Dike, etc. 

Byker, Bylaye, obs. forms of Dicker, Delay. 

Bylde (in phr. God dylde you) : see Yield v. 
Byle, Byll(©, obs., forms of Dill, . 

Bylectatole, obs. var. Delectable. 

Byluuye, var. Diluvy Obs., deluge, flood. 

Dymtoe, dyme, dymme, obs. forms of Dm. 

Bytae, obs. form of Deem v Dime., 

Bymisent, dymyceynt, -sen(t, -son: see 
Demicbint, Obs. 

Bymonde, obs. form of Diamond. 

Byna-. In the derivatives of Gr. Zvva-crQai to 
be able, Shvapus power, the J' ( * Gr. v). is etymolo- 
gically short, and is so treated in pronouncing 
dictionaries down to the middle of the 19th c. But 
popular usage (esp, since dynamite came into 
vogue) tends to give the y the diphthongal pro- 
nunciation (ai) in all these words, though (din-) is 
still preferred by some in dynamic and its family, 
and app. by most scholars in dynasty and its family. 
Byna, obs. form of Dinar. , 

Bynactino meter. ? Obs. [f. Gr, 
power + ajcrls {atrriv-) ray + ykrpov measure : see 
-meter, and cf. Actinometer.] An instrument 
designed to measure the intensity of the photogenic 
rays, and to compute the power of object-glasses. 

2851 M. Claudet in Philos. Mag. 

Bynagraph (doi-nagraf, din-), [f. Gr. Swa (fjus 
power + -ypatpos writer, -graph.] The name given 
in the United States to a machine of the same 
character as the dynamometer car on some English 
Railways, used for mechanically reporting the 
condition , of a railway line, the speed of a train, 
and the power used in traversing a given distance. ; 
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These elements are recorded on a paper ribbon moved by 
means of gearing from one of the axles of the car or van 
which carries the machine. 2890 in Century Diet. 

’flDyn 7* f Flu Ohs. [a. F. dyname (also dynamic % 

* a unit of power, the force necessary to raise in a 
given time 1000 kilogrammes to a height of 
1 metre ’ ; f. Gr. Swapis power, force.] 4 A term 
proposed by Dr. Whewell, as expressive of a pound 
or other unit, in estimating the effect of mechanical 
labour/ Craig 1847. (See also Dyne.) 
Dynama*gnite, early name for DYNAMOGEN,q.v. 
Dyname (darn/in), Physics, [a. Ger. dyname , 
f. Gr. Bvmfxis; see Dynam.] A force ora force 
and a couple, the resultant of all the forces acting 
together on a body. 

1866 J. Pluck er Fundavt. Views Meek, in Phil. Trans. 
CLVI. 362 If any number of given forces, .act upon or pass 
through given points, according to the fundamental laws of 
statics, the resulting" effect is obtained by adding the six co- 
ordinates of the forces. .In the general case I propose to call 
the cause producing the resulting effect dyname. Ibui. 303 
A dyname, determined by its six linear coordinates, .repre- 
sents the effect produced by two forces not intersecting each 
other. Ibid. 369 A dyname may be resolved into pairs of 
forces, the forces of all pairs constitute a linear complex. 

Dy nam eter (doi-, dinie*m/tei : see Dyna-). 
[mod. f. Gr. Svva(fus power + perp-ov measure ; or 
shortened from Dynamometer.] An instrument 
for measuring the magnifying power of a telescope; 

~ Dynamometer 2. 

a 1828 Webster cites Ramsden. 1837 Goring & Pritchard 
Microgr. 67 View the image .. formed in the visual pencil 
of an engiscope, with a dynameter of very delicate divisions. 
2878 Lockyer Stargazing 116 The image can be measured 
with tolerable accuracy by Mr. Berthon's dynameter.^ 

Hence Dyname'tric, Dynaone trical adjs. t of 
or pertaining to a dynameter. 

2828 Webster, Dynametrical. 

Dyn ami c (dai-, dinse mik : see D yna-) , a. and sh. 
[ad. F. dynamique (Leibnitz 1692 , Diet. Acad. 1762), 
ad. Gr. dwayacds powerful, f. Svmyts power, 
strength.] 

A. adj. 1 . Of or pertaining to force producing 
motion : often opposed to static. 

1827 D. Gilbert in Phil • Trans. CXVII. 26 Mr. Watt .. 
assumed one pound raised one foot high for what has been 
called in other countries the dynamic unit. 1843-46 Grove 
Corr. Pkys. Forces (ed. 1M3. A comparative view of the 
corpuscular and dynamic theories of heat. 1850 Ibid. (ed. 2) 

74, 1 have used . . the terms dynamic and static to represent 
the different states of magnetism. 1847 J. Dwyer Princ. 
Hydrant. Engineer. 94 The horse's power is principally used 
by Engineers in this country as a Dynamic unit. 185s H. 
Spencer Princ. Psychol. 11872) II. vi. xi. 138 We find light 
producing a dynamic effect, .in those molecular re-arrange- 
ments which it works in certain crystals, i860 Tyndall 
Glac. 11. xix. 331 According to the dynamic view., heat 
is regarded as a motion. 2881 Armstrong Address Brit. 
Assoc, in Nature No. 6ig. 449 Such is the richness of coal 
as a store of mechanical energy that a pound of coal, even 
as used in the steam-engine, produces a dynamic effect j 
about five times greater than a pound of gunpowder burnt | 
in a gun. 

2 . Of or pertaining to force m action or opera- 
tion; active. 

1862 Tyndall Mountaineer, i. 6 What would man be 
without Nature ? A mere capacity, if such a thing be con- 
ceivable alone ; potential, but not dynamic. 1863 — Heat 
v. 137 While in the act of falling, the energy of the weight 
is active. It may be called actual energy, in antithesis, to 
possible, or .4 dynamic energy, in antithesis to potential. 
Ibid. 138 As potential energy disappears, dynamic energy 
comes into play. . 

3 . transf. and Jig. Active, potent, energetic, effec- 
tive, forceful. 

1856 Emerson Eng. Traits, Lit. Wks. (Bohn.) II. 105 
Their dynamic brains hurled off their words, as the revolv- 
ing stone hurls off scraps of grit. 2876 Geo. Eliot Dan. 
Der. 1. i, What was the secret of form or expression which 
gave the dynamic quality to her glance ? 1878 Lecky Eng. 
in r%tk C. I. i. 1$ It [Greek intellect] has been the great 
dynamic agency in European civilisation, 
b. Opposed to static. 

2876 C. P. Mason Eng. Gram. (ed. 21) 117 (To borrow a 
metaphor from mechanics) the adjective is a static attribute , 
the verb is a dynamic attribute. 

4. Of| according to, or pertaining to the science 
of Dynamics : as the dynamic theory of the tides. 

2838-32 Nichol Archit. Heav. (ed. 9) 196 A sure dynamic 
theorem. 2891 E. Peacock N. Brendon II. 4 16 The 
dynamic laws which cause a pump to act. 

5 . Med. a. Functional, in contradistinction to 
organic ; as in dynamic disease, b. With Hahne- 
mann and his followers : Of the nature of some 
immaterial or * spiritual ’ influence, i* c. Attended 
with a morbid increase of vital action, sthenic (pbs.\ 

Dynamic school', a name given to the Stahlians, or fol- 
lowers of Stahl, as attributing the vital phenomena to the 
operation of an internal force or power acting for the most 
part independently of external causes. {Syd. Soc . Lex.) 

[2829 see Adynamic.] 1834 Good's Study Med. (ed. 4) IV. 
272 Dr. Stoker . . has divided dropsies into two kinds, 
dynamic and adynamic. 2835 J. R. Reynolds Dis. Brain 
lx, The simple fact of convulsions is proof of dynamic 
(functional) disease. 2881 J. G. Glover in Encycl. Brit. 
XII. 128/1 ( Homoeopathy Underlying all his [Hahne- 
mann’s] system.. was the idea that the causes of disease 
were impalpable, immaterial, spiritual, dynamic. . 188s 
Med. Temp. Jrnl. 1 . 124 A dynamic narcosis of the ultimate 
fibres of sensation. 
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8. In the Kantian philosophy : Relating to the 
reason of existence of an object of experience. 

Dynamic relations, the relations between objects as form- 
ing parts of one connected experience : viz. the relations of 
substance and accident, of cause and effect, and of sub- 
stances acting upon each other. Dynamic category , a cate- 
gory that expresses one of the dynamic relations. Dynamic 
synthesis , a synthesis which is guided by the dynamic 
categories. 

7 . Relating to the existence or action of some 
force or forces ; applied esp. to a theory that 
accounts for matter, or for mind, as being merely 
the action of forces : see Dynamism i. 

Dynamic theory of Kant , a theory according to which 
matter was conceived to be constituted by two antagonistic 
principles of attraction and repulsion. 

1817 Coleridge Biog. Lit . I. ix. 150 We had both equal 
obligations to the polar logic and dynamic philosophy of 
Giordano Bruno. 

B. sh. 1 . ~ Dynamics, q. v. 

2873 Clifford Syllabus of Lectures in Math . Papers 
(1882)516 The science which teaches under what circum- 
stances particular motions take place.. is called Dynamic . . 

It is divided into two parts, Static . .and Kinetic. 1878 
— {title) Elements of Dynamic : an Introduction to the 
Study of Motion and Rest in Solid and Fluid Bodies. 

2 . = Dynamic theory : see A. 7. 

2884 tr. Lotze's Metaph. 305 As Kant does in the course 
of his ‘ Proof ’ of this ‘ Precept No. 1’ of his * Dynamic ’. 

3 . Energizing or motive force. 

1894 H. Drummond Ascent of Man 270 The Struggle for 
Life, as life’s dynamic, can never wholly cea*e. 1896 
Advance (Chicago) 16 July 80/1 There is lack of dynamic. 
There is lack of direct soul-changing power. 

Dynamical (doi-, dinae'mikai), a. [f. as prec. 

+ -AL.] 

1 . Of or pertaining to the science of Dynamics. 
1812-16 Playfair Nat. Phil. (1819) II. 271 An elementary 

exposition of the dynamical principles employed in these 
investigations. 1833 Hkrschel JLstron. viii. 266 As an 
abstract dynamical proposition. 1869 Huxley in Set. 
Opinion 28 Apr. 486/3 Strict deductions from admitted 
dynamical principles. . 

2 . Of or pertaining to force or mechanical power : 

= Dynamic a. 1, 2. .... 

Dynamical electricity, current electricity, as exhibited m 
the galvanic battery, and in electromotive appliances. 

1828 Webster, Dynamical, pertaining to strength or 
power. 2843-46 Grove Corr. Phys. Forces led. it 25 Nor 
do we by any of our ordinary methods test heat in any other 
way than by its purely dynamical action. 2855 H. Spencer 
Princ. Psychol. (1872) II. vi. xi. 138 In this purely dynamical 
action consists the production of sound, i860 Maury Phys. 
Geog. Sea ii. § 108 The dynamical forces which are expressed 
by the Gulf Stream. 1862 Sir H. Holland Ess. 1. 14 On the 
mutual convertibility of heat and dynamical force. _ 1880 
Haughton Phys. Geog. iii. 96 In a permanent condition of 
dynamical equilibrium. 1881 SirW. I’homson in Nature No. 
619. 435 High potential, .is the essential for good dynamical 
1 economy in the electric transmission of power. 

b. transf. Of. Dynamic a. 3 b. 

2870 S. H. Hodgson The. Practice 11. iv. § 93. 11 The dis- 
tinction between the statical and dynamical mode, of per- 
ception gives the distinction between noun and verb, (bee 
also s.v. Dynamically.] 

3 . Applied to inspiration conceived as an en- 
dowing with divine power, in opposition to a 
‘ mechanical ’ inspiration in which the medium is 
the mere tool or instrument of the Deity. 

2841 Myers Gath. Th. in. xvi. 60 The method in which 
it [Divine Influence] has been exerted on man has been 
dynamical rather than merely mechanical. 2846 Hare 
Mission Com/. \ (1850) 290 Andrewes . . was disposed to 
look at the work of the Spirit rather as mechanical, than as 
dynamical or organical. 2856 J. Macnaught Doctrine 
Inspir. vi. (1857) 6 If a living man.. be ‘moved by the 
Spirit ’, it can, assuredly, only be by a strengthening, or 
enlarging, or adding to the number of the faculties ofc that 
living man -that is, by * dynamical ’ inspiration. 

4 . Of or pertaining to Dynamism (sense 1). 

1843 Maurice Mot. 4- Met. Philos, in Encycl. Metrop. 

579/1 That high form of dynamical philosophy which was 
contained in the poems of Empedocles of Agrigentum. 2830 
— Mar. 4- Met. Philos, (ed. 2) 85 The natural philosophers 
of Greece are divided into the dynamical and mechanical— 
Thales being assigned to the former class. 

5 . Med . Functional : = Dynamic 5 a. 

2862 T. J. Graham Pract. Med. 29 Another element of 
disease in the dynamical condition of a part, appears to be 
an alteration in the relation between the tissues and the blood. 

Dynamically, adv. [f. prec. + -LY*.] In a 
dynamic or dynamical manner or way ; in the way 
of a force in action or in motion ; from the point of 
view of dynamics. . : v 

2833 Hekschel Astron. viii. 267 A straight line, dynami- 
cally speaking, is the only path which can be pursued by a 
body absolutely free. 1836 Macgiluvray tr. Humboldts 
Trav. xxvii. 41 1 Manifesting its power, at great distances, 
only dynamically, by shaking the crust of our planet in 
linear directions. 1870 S. H. Hodgson The. Practice 11. 
iv. 1 93. 8 The distinction of noun and verb . . seems to me to 
be the distinction between an object considered statically, 
and one, perhaps the same object, considered dynamically . . 
A verb is a noun in motion, a noun is a verb at rest. 2882 
Mivart Cat 9 The animal may be considered statically or 
dynamically. 

Dynamreity, Chem. A synonym of valency 
or atomicity. In mod. Diets. 

Dynamics (doi-, dinarmiks). [Plural of Dy- 
namic, after earlier names of sciences in -ics, q.v.] 
1 . The branch of Physics which treats of the 
action of Force : in earlier use restricted to the 


action of force in producing or varying motion, 
and thus opposed to Statics (which treats of rest 
or equilibrium under the action of forces) ; more 
recently (see quots. 1863-67), the name Kinetics 
has been introduced for the former, Dynamics 
being taken in a more comprehensive (and more 
etymological) sense, to include Statics and Kinetics. 

But the earlier usage, in which Statics and Dy- 
namics are treated as co-ordinate, is still retained 
by some physicists, and has largely influenced the 
popular and transferred applications of the word 
and its derivatives. Also called Dynamic. 

2788-89 Howard Royal Encycl., Dynamics is the science 
of moving powers ; more particularly of the motion of bodies 
that mutually act on one another. 2804 Robison Meehan. 
Philos. Pref., The general doctrines of Dynamics are the 
basis of Mechanical Philosophy. 2812-26 Playfair Nat. 
Phil. 11819) I. 57 This part of Dynamics would lead to the 
consideration of Central Forces. 2829 Nat. Philos Meek. 

1. i. 1 (U. K. S.) In the second part, which is called dyna- 
mics, bodies are considered as submitted to the action of 
forces which are not in equilibrium. 1863 Thomson & Tait 
Sketch of Elem. Dynamics 1 Dynamics is the science which 
investigates the action of Force.. Dynamics is divided into 
two parts, Statics and Kinetics. 2867 — Nat. Philos. Pref. 

2 Keeping in view the proprieties of language, and following 
the example of the most logical writers, we employ the term 
Dynamics in its true sense as the science which treats of the 
action oi force, whether it maintains relative rest, or pro- 
duces acceleration of relative motion. The two correspond- 
ing divisions of Dynamics are thus conveniently entitled 
Statics and Kinetics. 2872 Tyndall Fragm. Sc. (1879) I. i. 

27 We deal with statics, not with dynamics. 

b. That branch of any science in which force or 
forces are considered. 

e. g. Geological Dynamics , that branch of geology which 
treats of the nature and operation of the forces by which the 
earth's surface has been affected, as distinguished from that 
which treats of the existing condition of the surface, and the 
order and characteristics of the strata. 

1843 Mill Logic vi. x. § 5 (1856) II. 505 [With Comte] 
Social Dynamics is the theory of society considered in a state 
of progressive movement ; while Social Statics is the theory of 
the consensus already spoken of as existing among the 
different parts of the social organism. 1845 Graves Rom. 
Law in Emycl. Metrop. 768/1 He treats rather of the 
dynamics than of the statics of law— -rather of those events 
or forces by which classes of rights begin, are modified or 
terminate, than of those rights and duties which accompany 
a given stationary legal relation. 1863 Lyell A ntiq. Matt 
xv. 313 It is for those to decide who are conversant with 
dynamics of glacier motion. 

2 . transf. The moving physical or moral forces 
in any sphere, or the laws by which they act. 

1833 Chalmers Const. Man (1835) I. vi. 236 To unsettle 
the moral dynamics which nature hath established there. 
2843 J. Martineau Chr. Life (1867) 189 The great store- 
house of our spiritual dynamics. 1849 Buchanan 10 Years 
Confl. (1852) if. 392 Conscience seemed to be a force as little 
known to the dynamics of politicians in the nineteenth as in 
the seventeenth century. 1867 Cornh. Mag. Jan. 25 No com- 
prehensive theory of the dynamics of aesthetic evolution has 
yet been propounded. _ 

t D3m.ami.de. A generic term proposed by Ber- 
zelius to include the 4 imponderables caloric, light, 
electricity, and magnetism, in substitution ior fluid. 
(Syd. Soc. Lex. 1883.) 

Dynamrmeter, Dynainio'iiieter® forms 
more etymologically correct, proposed and by 
some used, instead of Dynamometer. ^ 

Dyna mi s m, (darn-, drnamiz’m). [f. Gr. Zvvayis 
power, force 4- -ism. In mod.F. dyncimismei \ 

1 . A philosophical system, theory, or doctrine, 
which seeks to explain the phenomena of the uni- 
verse by some immanent force or energy. 

Applied to an ancient doctrine of the Ionic philosophers, 
who explained the motion of bodies by such principles as 
love and hatred ; to the doctrine of Leibnitz that ail sub- 
stance involves force j and to modern theories that mechani- 
cal energy is substance, or that the doctrine _ of energy is 
sufficient to explain the constitution of the universe. 

2837 W. Fleming Vocab. Philos. (1858) 148 Dynamism , 
the philosophy of Leibnitz, that all substance invokes 
force. 1866 Contemp. Rev. II. 55 * To distinguish 1 the 
dynamism of Goethe from that of Diderot, to .show ' ho 
this dynamism is related to the free pantheistic doctrm 
which emerged in Goethe’s mmd from the ^Sm at J c s y s ^ 
of . . Spinoza. 2875 Lewes Probl. Life 4* M wd iv. iv. § 77 
II. 316 Two great systems embrace all minor systems. 
Atomism and dynamism.. The Dynamist theory regards 
Matter as constituted by unextended centres of force. 1876 
Manning in Contemp. Rev Nov. 1030 Mr. Kirkman, as 
a champion of Dynamism, has challenged f single-handed 
all Atomists and Materialists. 2892 tr. Didons 
14 The dynamism of Thales and Pherecydes gave place to 
the atomism of Democritus. . f 

2 . In various nonce-uses : The mode of being 0 

force or energy ; operation of force ; energizing 
or dynamic action. . TT 

2832 Carlyle in Fronde Life in Lond. (z&te) JF * H 
These all build on mechanism ; one spark of dyc*™ 1 ^’ 0 
inspiration, were it in the poorest soul, ISS ?f?"f“ul n b viB 
alt. 1874 Lewes Probl . Life t* Mendl. m ijat which by «s 
definition is not substantial at all, but 

Times 20 Nov. 5/4 The seismograph on Mount Vesuvius 
indicates great subterranean dynamism. 2885 h m 0 f 
Sympneumata 21 x Apparent miracle by the dynamism 
touch. 1887 - Fash. Philos. 10 The one contains a vital 
element in its dynamism which the other does not. _ 

3 . Med. 1 The theory of the origin of disease from 
change or alteration of vital force/ (Syd. Soc. Lex,) 
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Hence Bynamist, a. One who studies or deals 
with dynamics ; b. One who holds the doctrine of 
dynamism. Dynamistic a ., of, pertaining to, or 
of the nature of dynamism; according to the 
doctrine of dynamists. 

1856 Dove Logic Chr. Faith v. i. § 2, 275 The dynamist 
..treating of levers which. .have neither breadth nor thick- 
ness, and contain no material, is an absolute Idealist. 1883 
EncvcL Brit. XVI. 719/1 It is usual, .to speak of two kinds 
of monarchianism,— -the dynamistic and the modalistic. By 
monarchians of the former class Christ was held to be., 
constituted the Son of God simply hy the infinitely high 
degree in which he had been filled with Divine wisdom and 
power. 

j| Dynamitard. [f. Dynamite, after Fr. com- 
munard . (Not in recognized Fr. use, though it 
may have occurred in French newspapers.;] 
= Dynamiter. 

: 1882 Pall Mall G. 28 Oct. 1/2 * Red Spectre in France/ 
The public confession that the 1 dynamitards * had paralyzed 
the administration of justice. 1883 Ibid. 2 Feb. 1/2 The Dy- 
namitards have not secured the return of a single deputy 
even for the ‘reddest’ constituency in France, 1883 
Athenaeum 29 Dec. 876/1 A melodrama . . dealing with 
the proceedings of English dynamitards. 

Dynamite (darnamsit, dim-), sb. [mod. f. Gr. 
Si jvapts force + -ite, by Alfred Nobel the inventor. ] 

1 . A high explosive prepared from nitro-glycerine 
mixed, for greater safety in carriage and use, with 
some inert absorptive substance. 

1867 Specif. Newton's Patent No. 1345. 3 Causing it 
[nitro-glycerine] to be absorbed in porous unexplosive sub- 
stances, such as charcoal, silica, .whereby it is converted 
into a powder, which I call dynamite or Nobel’s safety 
powder. 1868 Daily Tel. 15 July, Other experiments de- 
monstrated the great velocity imparted to fragments of 
shells charged with dynamite. 1875 Ann. Reg. 120 A 
clockwork which was timed to cause the explosion of the 
dynamite. 1883 Fortn. Rev. May 641 Dynamite, .consists 
of nitro-glycerine absorbed in an infusorial siliceous earth 
called * Kieselgu hr \ 

2. alt rib., as dynamite bomb , outrage, etc. ; dy- 
namite cruiser, a cruiser armed with dynamite 
guns ; dynamite gun, a pneumatic gun for throw- 
ing dynamite shells, or other high explosives. 

1880 Daily News 13 Dec., What was to be said of the 
dynamite affair at Bantry. 1883 Ibid. 14 Sept. 2/7 The 
various dynamite outrages committed in Glasgow. 1883 
Pall Mall G. 6 Apr. 7/1 The dynamite conspiracy. 1886 
World 12 May 8 The dynamite bomb exploded among the 
Chicago police. 1888 Times 2 Oct. 3/2 To have shown that 
the^ dynamite shells could be successfully fired from an 
ordinary gun. Ibid., The dynamite gun is a new instru- 
ment which has its own functions in time of war. Ibid., 
After the gun has been properly tested on board the dyna- 
mite cruiser. 

Dynamite, V. [f. prec. sb.] trans. To shatter 
or wreck by the explosion of dynamite; to mine or 
charge with dynamite. 

1881 H. Crosby in Independent (N. Y.) No. 1684 Finally 
Utah should be dynamited. 1883 A. M. Sullivan in Pall 
Mall G. 20 Mar. 7/1 Our homes are in the midst of the cities 
that are, forsooth, to be kerosined and dynamited. 1892 
V pool Daily Post 4 Aug. 5/9 Threat to dynamite New York 
Bankers. 

Dynamiter (darnamaitai, di*n-). [f. Dyna- 
mite v. + -er.] One who employs dynamite and 
similar explosives for unlawful purposes ; esp. as 
a means of attacking existing governments or 
political systems. 

1883 U. S. Nervs paper 16 May, There is a rumor that 
dynamiters intend to damage the Welland canal. 1884 
American VIII. 294 You do not find a good citizen, .under 
the hat of a dynamiter and an assassin. 1885 Stevenson 
Dynamiter 116 Under this alias, you follow the profession 
of a dynamiter. 

|| Dynamiteur (dznamftBr). [mod.F.]=prec. 

1883 Spectator 14 Apr. 472/2 The Dynamiteurs — we had 
better adopt the French word at once-*-may yet secure., 
fanatics as agents. 1886 J. D. Ci-iamplin Chron. Coach 
i. 6 The tall column . . which the dynamiteurs had threatened 
with their bombs only a few nights before. 

Dynamitic (duinami-tik, di-n-), a . [f. Dyna- 
mite sb, + ~ic.] Of or pertaining to dynamite ; 
having to do with dynamite, or dynamiters. 

1882 Goldw._ Smith in doth Cent. June 887 If he did, a 
more dynamitic rival would immediately pluck him down. 
1885 Sat. Rev. 24 Jan. T02/2 To receive subscriptions for 
carrying on dynamitic warfare. 1895 N. Aimer. Rev. 
Apr, 463 The father of Nihilism and of dynamitic anarchy. 

Hence Bynami'tical a., in same sense ; Byna- 
mi tically adv., by way of dynamite. 

1886 Pall Mall G. 2 Oct. 1 lx, I have had neither part nor 
lot in any secret Fenian or dynamitical operations. 1887 
Congrega! ionalist (U. S.) 17 Feb., The Irish attempts, at 
New York, Paris, and elsewhere, dynamitically to blow up 
England on behalf of Ireland. 1892 Illustr. Lond. Nevus 
8 Oct. 450/3 His dynamitical and tyrannicidal schemes. 

Dynamitism (darnamoithz’m, di-n-). [-ism.] 
The principles and practice of the dynamiter ; the 
use of dynamite and similar explosives for the 
destruction of life and property, as a method of 
attacking a government, nation, or person. 

1883 American VI. 36 Unqualified repudiation of assas- 
sination and dynamitism. 1891 Pall Mall G. 4 Aug. 3/3 He 
was indicted, not for dynamitism, but for Femanism. 

Dymamitist. [f. as prec. + -ist.] One who 
practises or favours dynamitism ; a dynamiter. 

x88a Sat. Rev. 8 July 45/1 Reports of the intentions of the 


American-Irish dynamhists. 1885 Holyoake Let. In Daily 
News 7 Feb. 3/8 While Dynamitists and State Socialists 
appear as lurid figures on the horizon of society. 

Dynamize < darn-, drnamsiz), v, Med. [see 
-ize.] trans. To endow with power. In Homoeo- 
pathy, To increase the power of (medicines) by 
trituration or succussion. Hence Bynamiza-tion, 
2855 Household JVds. XII. 69 Monstrous assertions of 
the curative power of the ‘ high dynamisation ’ of medicinal 
substances. x88x J. G. Glover in Encycl. Brit. XII. 127/1 
The most characteristic feature of Hahnemann’s practice — 
the ‘ polemizing ‘dynamizing’, of medicinal substances. 
2883 Syd. Soc. Lex., Dynamisation. .used by the homoeo- 
path is ts to denote the accession or freeing of active powers 
produced in a medicine by pounding it or shaking violently 
the bottle in which it is contained. 

Dynamo-, an element, derived from Gr. Svvapis 
* power, force \ used to form combinations and 
derivative words, as Dy namo-ele’etrie a., per- 
taining to current (formerly called dynamic) elec- 
tricity ; also, pertaining to the conversion of dyna- 
mical into electrical energy, as in dynamo-electric 
machine, machinery : see next. Bynamo-meta- 
moTphism, the transformation of energy from one 
mode of action to another. 

1882 Desckanels Nat. Phil. (ed. 6) 795 Machines con- 
structed on this principle [that of Siemens and Wheatstone] 
are called dynamo- electric. 1896 Yale Uniy. Grad. Course 
Instruct. 58 Effects of dynamo-metamorphism. 

Dynamo (darnamz?), sb. Electr. PI. -os. [Ab- 
breviated from dynamo- machine , itself short for 
dynamo-electric machine. A machine for con- 
verting energy in the form of mechanical power 
into energy in the form of electric currents, by 
the operation of setting conductors (usually in the 
form of coils of copper wire) to rotate in a magnetic 
field. 

The full name dynamo-electric machine was given by 
Siemens in 1867, to distinguish his invention from the 
magneto-electric machines previously used, in which the 
electric current was generated by means of a permanent 
magnet. But in the shortened form dynamo (recommended 
by Prof. S. P. Thompson early in 1882), the use of the word 
has been extended so as to include all forms of these 
machines : see quot. 1884. 

[1882 Times 2 Dec. 5 Professor Thompson said thatthename 
‘dynamo-electric machine’ was first applied by Dr. Werner 
Siemens in a communication made in January, 1867, to the 
Berlin Academy. He there described a machine for gene- 
rating electric currents by the application of mechanical 
power, the currents being induced in the coils of a rotating 
armature by the action of electro-magnets which were 
themselves excited by the currents so generated. The 
machine was, in fact, a self-exciting dynamo.] 

1875 Specif. Clark's Patent No. 4311. 2 Dynamo-electric 
machine. 2878 S. P. Thompson in Engineering 20 Dec. 
300 Such machines were more powerful than those in which 
only steel magnets were used ; and they have received the 
name dynamo-electric machines. Ibid., The cost of produc- 
ing electric currents of any required power is now simply the 
costof..adynamo-machine and a steam-engine, and of the coal 
and labour necessary to supply and attend to them. x88o 
Print. Trades Jml. No, 32.26 Instructions, .for depositing 
Copper by the battery, or by the Dynamo-machine. 1882 
A tkenmim 3 Aug. 179/2 The word ‘dynamo’ is now being 
used as a noun in the place of ‘dynamo-electric machine , 
and from its convenience it will probably soon become the 
generic term. _ 1884 S. P. Thompson Dynamo-electric Mach. 
3 A dynamo is a dynamo, in fact, whether its magnets be 
excited by the whole of its own current, or by a part of its 
own current, or by a current from an independent source. 
Ibid. 4 The arbitrary distinction between so-called magneto- 
electric machines and dynamo-electric machines fails when 
examined carefully. In all these machines a magnet, 
whether permanently excited, independently excited, or 
self-excited, is employed to provide a field of magnetic 
force. Ibid. xi. 199 (Heading) The magneto-dynamo or 
magneto- electric machine. 1885 Athenaeum No. 2985. 54 
Efficiency and economic coefficient of dynamos, the series 
dynamo and the shunt dynamo being separately considered. 

Dynamogen (dain-, dinseTnod^en). [mod. f. 
Dynamo- -h -gen taken in sense of producing’, 
‘producer’.] Nitromagnite ; a high explosive (for 
which the name 1 dynaraagnite ’ was first proposed), 
consisting of a mixture of nitro-glycerine and pre- 
pared hydrocarbonate of magnesia. Known in 
U.S. as ‘ Hercules powder ’. 

_ 1882 Daily News 30^ May 6/2 A new explosive has been 
Invented by M. Petri, a Viennese engineer. The name 
given to it is dynamogen .. The charge of dynamogen is in 
the form of a solid cylinder. 

Dynamogeny (doin-, dinamp-dgibi). [mod. f. 
Dynamo- + Gr. -ycvna production: see -geny,] 
Production of increased nervous activity; dynamiza- 
tion of nerve-force. 

1887 Fortn. Rev. May 742 The views recently propounded 
by Professor Brown-Sdquard upon what he calls nervous 
‘dynamogeny Ibid., Inhibition in one nervous sphere is 
often accompanied with dynamogeny in another. 2895 tr. 
Max Nordau's Degeneration 28 A feeling of pleasure is 
always connected with dynamogeny, or the production of 
force ; every living thing, therefore, instinctively seeks for 
dynamogenous sense-impressions. 

So Bynamogfe nesis = Dynamogeny ; Bynamo- 
ge'uic a., of or pertaining to dynamogeny ; Dyna- 
mo- ge nous a., having the property of generating 
or producing force ; Dynamo* genously adv. 

1883 L. Brunton in Nature 8 Mar. 436 M. Brown-Sequard 
supposes that in each layer of the cerebro-spinal system 
there are both dynamogenic elements and inhibitory ele- 


ments for the subjacent segments. 1887 Fortn . Rev. May 
742 Recent researches by Dr. Fere have thrown additional 
light upon these ‘dynamogenic’ or ‘force-producing’ pro- 
cesses. 1895 tr. Max Nordau's Degeneration 28 Many 
sense- impressions operate enervatingly and inhibitively on 
the movements; others, on the contrary, make these more 
powerful, rapid and active; they are ‘dynamogenous’, or 
‘force-producing’. Ibid. 29 Pictures operating dynamo- 
genously, and producing feelings of pleasure. 

Byuamograpll (darn-, di'nam<?graf). [mod. 
f. Dynamo- + Gr. -ypexpos writer : see -graph.] An 
instrument for recording the amount of force exerted. 

1851 Offic. Catal. Gt. Exhib. Ill, 1014 A dynamograph, 
for ascertaining the average strength of draught. Invented 
by Adam Chevalier de Burg. 1871 Hammond Dis. Nerv. 
Syst. p. xix, The Dynamograph is of great value in the 
diagnosis of diseases of the nervous system. 1878 Hamilton 
Nerz-. Dis. 26 The dynamograph .. a combination of the 
dynamometer and the writing part of the sphygmograph, 
is advocated as a valuable aid in diagnosis. 

Hence Dymamogra*pMc a., pertaining to a 
dynamograph. 

1895 Pritchard tr. Morey's Movement ix, 52 The areas of 
the curves which are described by the dynamograph ic 
needle express the exact equivalent of the force employed. 

Dynamometer (dam-, dinam^’mftai : see 
Dyna-). [ad. F .dynamombtre (in Lunier, Diet, des 
Sciences, 1805), f. Dynamo- + Gr. php-ov measure.] 

1 . A name of instruments of various kinds for 
measuring the amount of energy exerted by an 
animal, or expended by a motor or other engine in 
its work, or by the action of any mechanical force. 

x8io Q. Rev. Aug. 59 Some experiments made .. with a 
new instrument, invented by Regnier, winch he calls 
a dynamometer, for the purpose of ascertaining the com- 
parative strength which individuals are capable of exerting. 
1823 Mech. Mag. No. 14. 209 The Dynamometer of Regnier, 
which enables us to ascertain easily the comparative 
strength of men. x86a Loud. Rev. 23 Aug. 176 The 
draught-power of the engine was noted by a spiral spring 
dynamometer, capable of registering up to 8 tons. 1879 
Thomson & T kit Nat. Phil. I. 1. 488 The name ‘ dynamo- 
meter besides, appears to be badly formed from the 
Greek ; and for designating an instrument for measurement 
of force, I would suggest that the name may with advantage 
be changed to dynamimeter. 1895 Pritchard tr. Morey's 
Movement ix. 146 Dynamometers are constructed on the 
principle that an elastic body is distorted in proportion to 
the degree of force applied. 

fig. 1854 Lowell Cambridge 30 Y. Ago Pr. Wks. 1890 
I. 88 An accurate dynamometer of Willard’s punch or 
Porter’s flip. 1890 B. L. Gildersleeve Ess. $ Stud. 245 
He saluted his wife as a moral dynamometer. 

2. An instrument for measuring the magnifying 
power of a telescope : also called Dynameter. 

1832 Nat. Philos., Of tic. Instr. iv. § 18. ix (XJ.K.S.) The 
magnifying power of telescopes may be ascertained - . by 
means of a dynamometer. 1890 G. F. Chambers Handbk. 
Astron. vii. 1, Shifting the Dynamometer until the two in- 
ternal edges exactly touch the circumference of the image. 

Hence Bynamome*tric, -metrical (also dy- 
nami-) a., of or pertaining to the measurement of 
force ; Dynamo naetry, the measurement of force. 

1864 Webster, Dynamometric, -al. x868 Duncan Ins. 
World Introd. 23 In order to measure the muscular strength 
of man, or of animals .. many different dynamometric ap- 
paratuses have been invented, composed of springs, or 
systems of unequal levers. 1870 Daily News 14 Nov., 
Thorough Test of Double Ploughs.. To carry out the dyna- 
mometrical experiments. 2879 Thomson & Tait Nat. Phil. 
I 1. § 437 If we. .apply the proper amount of force at each 
end of the dynainimetric rope or chain. *891 A ihenseum 
7 Mar. 316/1 Further Contributions to Dynamometry. 
Dyn am o p at liy . A synonym of Homoeopathy, in 
reference to the ‘ dynamization ’ of drugs. (S. S.Lex.) 
Dynamo scope (dinse-rntfsk^up). [a. F. dyna- 
moscope (Collongues 1862), f. Dynamo- + Gr. 
-GKQTTos, -scope.] An instrument devised for the 
prosecution of dynamoscopy. 

Bynamo-scopy [Fr. -opie], Collongues* name 
for a special form of auscultation for the observa- 
tion of the sound called bruit rotatoire, a hollow 
rumbling heard in living muscular tissue, esp. in 
the tips of the fingers, and supposed to proceed 
from fibrillary contraction of the muscles. 
Dynast (di*n-, dsrnasst : see Dyna-). Also 7 di-. 
[ad. late L. dynastes , a. Gr. Swaarrjs lord, chief, 
ruler, f. SvvacrOcu to be able, powerful. Cf. F. 
dynaste (16th c.). Milton used the Gr. and L. 
accus. pi. dynastas in English context.] One in 
power; a ruler, lord, chief, potentate, esp. a here- 
ditary ruler ; a member or founder of a dynasty* 
1631 Weever Anc. Fun. Mon. 652 The ancient stemme of 
Des Ewes, Dynasts or Lords of the Dition of Kessell in the 
Butchie of Gelderland. 1632 Burton Anat. Mel. n.iii, in. 
(ed. 4) 332 How many great Caesars, mighty monarches, 
tetrarches, dynastes, Pnnces, liued in his daies. 1638 
Sir T. Herbert Trav. (ed. 2) 113 Shaw-Mahomet an 
Arabian Dinast. 1648 Milton Tenure Kings Wks. (1847) 
237/1 Therefore did his Mother the Virgin Mary give such 
praise to God .. that he had. .cut down dynastas or proud 
monarchs from the throne. *725 tr. Dufiris Eccl. Hist. 17th 
C. I. v. i2i They might probably be Dynasts of that Country. 
1874 Mahaffy Soc. Life Greece iv. xx6 Miltiades the elder 
was a sort of prince or dynast in Attica. 

Dynastic (din-, dainae-stik), a. (sb.) [ad. Gr. 
Zvvacrruc- 6 $, f. dvvaarfa : see prec., and cf. F. dynas - 
tique (admitted 1878 into Acad. Diet.).] Of, per- 
taining to, or connected with a dynasty or dynasties. 


DYNASTICAL. 


DYS-. 


1828 Webster, Dynastic, relating to a dynasty or line of 
kings, 1850 Mrs. Browning Poems L 74 An alien tyranny. 
With, its dynastic reasons of larger bones And stronger 
sinews. 1863 Bryce Holy Rom. Emp.v t. (1875) 77 The 
first of the dynastic quarrels of modern Europe, 

+ B. sb. -Dynast. Obs. rare — 

2623 Cockeram, Dynasticke , one of great rule and power. 
Ibid, it, A great Ruler, Potentate , Dinas tick. 
Uyna'stical, a. [f. as prec. + ~AL.] = prec. 
1730 Dale (title) The History and Antiquities of Harwich 
and Dovercourt, topographical, dynastieal, and political. 
1880 Disraeli Endynt. Ill, xxiii. 232 Monarchical, not 
dynastieal institutions. 

Hence Dyna ‘stically adv. 

1858 Gladstone Homer I. 243 Those f nations] which are 
designated dynastically from the head of a ruling family. 

Byna*sticism. [f. Dynastic a. + -ism ] The 
dynastic principle ; the system of ruling dynasties. 

1872 Goldw. Smith In Fortn. Rev. Mar. 260 Look round 
Europe, and you will see that Legitimacy is dead, and that 
the sand of Dynasticism has nearly run. 1884 — in Con- 
temp. Rev. Sept. 315 Its attempt to make election extinguish 
itself in favour of dynasticism. 

Bynastid.au ^din-, dsinse-stidan). Entom. [f. 
mod.L. Dynastidm, f. Dynastes as a generic name,] 

A member of the Dynastidm , a family of large ; 
beetles including th t’Dynastes or Hercules-beetle. 

1835 Kirby flab, q- Inst. Anim. II. xx. 365^ The mighty 
Dynastidans appear to feed upon putrescent timber. 

By&asty (drnasti, doi-). [a. F. dynasfte (15- 
16th c.), ad. late L. dynastTa, ad. Gr. dvraareia 
power, lordship, domination, f. fivvaaryjs Dynast.] 

1 . Lordship, sovereignty, power; regime* Now 
rare or Obs. 

1613 Purchas Pilgrimage {1614) 69 They tell, .of divers 
Dynasties or governments in this countrey of Babylon. 
ax6$6 Ussher Ann. vl/1658) 196 The King bestowed a far 
better Dynasty or Principality upon him in Asia. < 1664 H. 
More Myst. Iniq. 439 The Dynasties or Polities of the 
Nations, the Secular Kingdomes and Powers. 1830 H. 
Miller Footpr. Great, xv. (1874) 2 95 Luring the present 
dynasty of probation and trial. 

2. A succession of rulers of the same line or 
family; a line of kings or princes. 

1460 Capgrave Citron. 23 # Than entered that lond [Eglpte] 
they of Tebes, tyl xxxvL dynasties had regned. 16x4 
Raleigh Hist. World 11. ii. § 2 (R.) The account of the 
dynasties, .agreeth for the most part, if not altogether, 
with the histories of the Assyrians,' Trojans, Italians, and 
Others, etc. 1677 Hale Trim, Orig. Man. it. iii. 146 He 
digested the successive Governments of the Egyptians into 
32 Dynasties. 1790 Burke Fr. Rev. 19 At some time or 
other, .all the beginners of dynasties were chosen by those 
who called them to govern. 1844 H. H. W tlson Brit. I ndia 
II. 53 Disaffected to the ruling dynasty of Nepal, 
b. transf. and^. 

2800 J. Reeves On P$. 1 8 (T.) The next dynasty of 
theologists, the schoolmen. 1857 H. Reed Led. Brit. 
Poets vii. 234 The annal s of a dynasty of noble poets. 1866 
Fkrrier Grit. Philos. I. xii. 363 Aristotle , . was fitted to 
found a new dynasty in philosophy. 

Dyndille, obs. form of Dindle v . 

Byue (dsin). Physics, [a. F. dyne, taken from 
Gr. dvvafxis force, BvvaaBai to be powerful.] 

The unit of force in the centimetre-gramme-second 
(C. G. S.) system, i.e. a unit equivalent to that force 
which, acting for one second on a mass of one 
gramme, gives it a velocity of one centimetre per 
second. 

In France the term had been proposed at an earlier date 
jn a different sense : see quot. 1842. \ 

[184* Meek. Mag. XXXVI. 192 The Industrial Society of 
Mulhausen . .observe, that the usual estimation of horse- 
power is not uniform, and propose that the unit for France 
should be the force required to raise one kilogramme to 
the height of a metre in a second. To this unit they pro- 
pose that the name of dyne.. should be applied.] 1873 
Brit. Assoc, Rep. 223 As regards the name to be given the 
C. G. S. unit of force, we recommend that it be a derivative 
of the Greek Sih-aats. The form dynamy appears to be 
most satisfactory to etymologists. Dynam is equally in- 
telligible, but awkward in sound to English ears. The 
shorter form, dyne, .will probably be generally preferred in 
this country. Ibid. 224 The weight of a gramme, at any 
part of the earth’s surface, is about 9S0 dynes, or rather less 
than a kilodyne. 1874 Maxwell Poem in Life (1882) €33 
This string:, you said, is strained too far, 'Tis forty dynes at 
least too tight. 1889 A. W. Poyser Magnet. $ Electr. 97 
By a charge of one unit is meant that charge on a very 
small body, which, if placed at a distance of one centimetre 
from an equal and similar charge, repels it with a force of 
one dyne. ■ 

Dyneer, -er(e, dynner, -or, obs. ff. Dinner. 
Byng'e, obs. forms of Ding z\i 
Dyng(e, Sc. var. of Digne a. Obs , worthy, etc. 
Byugnete, obs. form of Dignity. 

Dynle, Dynt, obs. ff. Diddle, Dint. 
Dyophysite (dai^-fizait). TheoL [ad. late 
Gr. bvotpvcriTcu (found in 5th c. beside Bupvairat, 
Diphysite, which was a more etymological form), 
f. Svo two + (phais nature.] A holder of the doc- 
trine of the co-existence of two natures, the divine 
and the human, in Christ : opposed to the Mono- 
physites. Hence Dyophysitic, Dyophysitical 
a., of or pertaining to Dyophysites ; Dyo-physit- 
ism, the doctrine of the Dyophysites. 

#860 Epersheim tr. Kurtz's Ch. Hisf. I. §82. 5 Felix II of 
Rome , .leader of the Dyophysites. x88a Cave & Banks tr. 
Domed s Chr. Doctrine 216 This mohothelistic formula of 
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union maintained by Heraclius and Zenon, retained no place 
between Dyophysites and Monophysites. Ibid. 219 In 
opposition to all theories of confusion the Church held to 
Dyophysitism and Dyotheletism. 2882-3 Schaff Encycl. 
Relig. Know! I. 461 An attempt to reconstruct the Lutheran 
theory [of Christology] on a modern critical and ethical 
instead of a dyophysitic basis. 

Dvot, obs. f. Diet. 

Byothelete, -ite (d^i^-^lJt, -sit), a. and 
sb. TheoL [f. Gr. dvo two + Qehrjrfis, agent-11, 
from diE-uv to will ; lit. a ‘ two- wilier \ Opposed 
to fiovo0£kriT7}s a ‘ one-wilLr \ The ending in - ite 
is conformed to words of that termination. A 
more etymological form would be dithrfetei\ a. 
ad). Holding the doctrine that Christ had two 
wills, a divine and a human, b. sb. A holder of 
this doctrine; an opponent of Monotheletinm. 

Hence Dyotliels'tian, Dyotliele*tic, -itie, Dyo- 
thele*tical adjs., of or pertaining to the Dyothe- 
letes ; Dyo'tfceletism, Dyo’thelism, the doctrine 
that Christ had two wills. 

2848 S. Davidson tr .Gieseler's Eccl. Hist. IT. 174 The 
doctrines of the Duothelites and Monothelites. 2860 Lders- 
heim tr. Kurds Ch. Hi t. I. § 82. 8 After that [a. d. 68o] 
Dyotheletism was universally received as orthodox doctrine. 
2882 Cave & Banks tr. Domed s Chr. Doctrine 220 The 
decision of the Dyothelitic Council of the year 680: ‘The 
human will remains in unity with the Divine, because it is 
always determined by the omnipotent drawing of the Logos’. 
2882-3 Schaff Encycl. Relig. Knowl.\. 458 [Impersonality 
of human nature of Christ] seems inconsistent with the 
dyotheletic theory. Ibid. II. 1560 The dyothelite views 
were defended by the Roman legates. / bid. The doctrine 
of two wills in Christ, dyotheiism, was formally defined and 
accepted by a synod of the Lateran 1649). 1887 Heard 

Russian Ch. 1 2 The monotheletian patriarchs and the 
dyotheietian popes mutually anathematized each other. 

Byphone (darf<9 tt i)). Mus. [f. Gr. dvo two 4 - 
(poovTj sound, tone. But the etymological form is 
diphone , Gr. Bicpoovos.] The ‘ double lute \ invented 
by Thomas Mace in 1672. 

1676 T. Mace Mustek's Mon. 11. x!i. 203 Concerning the 
Dyphone : or Double-Lute, The Lute of Fifty Strings. 
Ibid. 206 Since we are Thus Joyned Both in One, Hence- 
forth Our Name shall be The Lute Dyphone. 2880 W. H. 
Husk in Grove Diet. Mus. II. 185 He [Mace] in 1672 
invented a lute of 50 strings, which he termed the Dyphone, 
or Double Lute. 

Bypnosophistick, erron. f. Deifno-. 
Byptic(k, obs. ff. Diptych, 

Dyr- : see Dkr-, Dir-. 

Byre, obs, f. Dire a Door, Dure v. 

Byrege, obs. form of Dirge. 

Byrkie, Byrse, obs. forms of Dark, Dress v . 
Byrupcionne, obs. f. Dieuption. 

c 1450 Miraur Saluacioun 2963 Josephs cote in no parte 
felt payne of dyrupcionne. 

Bys, obs. f. Dice j see Die sb. 1 
Dys-: obs. spelling of Dis-, in many words. 
Bys- (dis), prefix i repr. Gr. 5 va- [«Skr. dus~, 
OTeut. *luz-, OHG. suir- (Ger. zer-), ON. lor-, 
OE. tS - in to-break , etc.]/ inseparable prefix, opp. 
to ev [see Eu-], with notion of hard, bad, unlucky, 
etc. ; destroying : the good sense of a word, or in- 
creasing its bad sense * (Liddell and Scott). In 
Eng. used in many words, chiefly scientific, de- 
rived or compounded from Greek; the more im- 
portant of these are entered as Main words ; others 
(mostly pathological ) follow here. 

Bysangfe'lical a. ( nonce-wdi), used in opposition 
to evangelical. Dysa rthria [Gr. d pOpov joint, 
articulation], defective or deranged articulation in 
speaking ; whence Dysa*rfchric a belonging to 
dysarthria. Dysarthrosis (disar|>r<? Q -sis) [Gr. dp- 
Opcoctis articulation], (a) faulty articulation or con- 
genital dislocation of a joint; (b) —dysai-thria. 
Dyscholio (-fyrlikV a* [Gr.xoXi; bile], arising from 
bilious disorder (; nonce-wd .). Dyschromato psia, 
-chro matopsy [Gr. xpoopcar- colour + -o^/a seeing, 
sight], deranged vision of colours, colour-blindness ; 
hence Dy schr omato *ptic a., colour-blind. Dys- 
cine sia; see Dyskinesia. DyseptQo’tic,-ical ad/s. 
[Gr. cttovKootucos (Galen) promoting cicatriza- 
tion], difficult to heal or cicatrize. Dysgenesis 
(-dge*n£sis) [Gr. yfrecis production], difficulty in 
breeding ; spec, used, by Broca for that degree of 
sexual affinity in which the offspring are sterile 
among themselves, but capable of producing (ste- 
rile) offspring with either of the parental races (Syd. 
Soc. Lex . 1883) ; so Dysgenesic (-d^zhe’sik), a. 
[F. dysginesique\. Dy sgeogenons (-dgz^'d^znas), 
a. [ad. F. dysgiogene (Thurmann 1849), f. Gr. yrj, 
7€<w~ earth + -gene, taken in sense *• producing’], not 
readily decomposing into good soil ; the opposite 
of eugeogenous. Dysgramma-tical a., pertaining 
to faults of speech arising from disease. Dy si- 
dro-sis (also dys hi-) [Gr. tSpcus sweat], a disease 
of the sweat-glands, in which the sweat is retained 
and produces swellings, DysMne'sia ( also dysci -) 
[Gr. bvatavrjaia (Hippoe.)], a class of diseases in 
which voluntary motion is impeded. Dyslalia. 


(disl^'lia), Dyslaly (drslali) [Gr. XaXta speaking], 
derangement or impediment in speech, spec, that 
due to defects in the organs of speech or motor 
nerves. Dyslexia [Gr. A efts 4 speaking’ [here 
taken in sense ‘ reading’)], a difficulty in reading 
due to affection of the brain. Dyslogia (-l^’dgia) 
[Gr. -Koyta speaking, speech] ; see quot. ; hence 
Dyslo*gicaI a. Dysnomy (drsmftni) [Gr. Bva- 
vopia lawlessness, f. vojxos law], a bad system of 
law (rare~°). Dyso*pia, Dyso-psia, -o-psy [Gr. 

(w7T~) eye, face, -oipia sight, vision], defect of 
derangement of vision (Hooper Med. Diet. 1811). 
Dysore*xia, -xy [Gr. Svaopegia (Galen)], defective 
or depraved appetite. Dysphasia (-jfe N zia) [Gr. ; 
dva(j>aTos hard to utter, -(pacria speaking], derange- 
ment in speech due to confusion or loss of ideas 
arising from affection of the brain (Syd. Soc. Lex, 
1883); hence Dysphasic (-fse-zik), a. Dyspho- 
nia (-fJ u *nia), Dysphony \di'sl?ni), [Gr . hvapmia 
( harshness of sound ’], difficulty of speaking arising 
from affection of the vocal organs; hence Dys- 
phonic (-fp*nik), a., affected with dysphonia. 
Dyspneti'mony nonce-wd. [Gr. itveipcuv lung], 
di-ease or affection oi the lungs. Dysspe*rmatism' 
[Gr. cnT€pfxaTidp6s emission of semen (LXX.)j, im- 
peded emission of semen (Hooper Med. Diet. 1811). 
Dysthesia (-}>rsia), Dysthesy (di*s)>/si) [Gr. 
SvffOeoid], a bad condition or habit of body ; hence 
Dysthetxc (->e‘tik), a. Dysthymic (-J>i*mik), a. 
[f. Gr. Svo&vijl-us desponding + -ic], affected with 
despondency or depression of spirits. Dystocia' 
(-t(? u 'sia), Dystokia, incorrectly -tochia (-t^'kia) 
[Gr. IvoToda ], difficult or painiul childbirth; 
hence Dysto cial a. Dystome (di’stu u m'i, Dys-] 
tomic (distp-mik), Dystomous (di'St^mos), adjs. 
Min . [Gr. 5vc rrojuos hard to cut], having imperfect 
fiacture; cleaving with difficulty. Dystrophia 
(-trp‘fia\ Dystrophy (di'strM) [Gr. - rpo<f>ta * 
nourishment], defective nourishment (Syd. Soc. 
Lex. 1883) ; hence Dystro’phic a. 

1834 Southey Corr. w. Caroline Bowles (1882) 318 What 1 
I call the *Dysangelical party. 1878 Ziemssen's Cycl. Med. 
XIV. 613 The latter [lalopathia] thus includes ^dysarthrias 
(including dyslalias and dysphasias). Ibid. 612 *Dysarthriq 
disturbances of speech. 2889 Ch. Q. Rev. 441 Views., 
formed under the predominating influence ofeucholic and 
*dyscholic expressions of thought prevalent at the time.' 
1890 H. Ellis Criminal iii. 117 ^Dyschromatopsia has been 
found common. 1886 Sat. Rev. 10 Apr. 515 A*dyschroma~ 
toptic patient. 2753 Chambers Cycl. Supp., * Dysepulotica,' 
in medicine, great ulcers beyond cure. 2852-60 Mayne 
Expos. Lex., Dysepuloticus . . difficult to be healed . . . 
*dysej)ulotic. 2657 Tomlinson Renou's Disp . 205 ,The 
ulcer is sometimes left *dysepulotical. 1878 Bartley tr. 
Topinard's Anthrop. 11. vii. 369 M. Broca has defined the 
various degrees ofsexual affinity . . thus Abortive, Agenesic, 
*Dysgenesic, without offspring ; Paragenesic, Eugenesic, 
with offspring. 1863 J. G. Baker N. Yorksh. 152 l!he 
*dysgeogenous hills, .a range of calcareous hills which are' 
somewhat lower in altitude. 2888 F. A. Lkes Flora IVest 
Yorksh. 65 Dysgeogenous Rocks, .are homogeneous in 
nature, hard or moderately so, very permeable to water, etc.- 
2878 Ziemssen's Cycl. Med. XIV. 793 [Faults of speech]- 
which arise from disease and which we designate by the 
term *dysgrammatical derangements. 1876 Duhring Dis. 
Skin 236 *Dysidrosis. Fox has described this disease.; 
2706 Phillips (ed. Kersey), *Dyscinesia. 2879 G. Hewitt 
in Reynolds Syst. Med. V. 702 (Uterine dyskinesia is one of 
the earliest symptoms of uterine flexion. 1883 Syd* Sect, 
Lex., Uterine Dyscinesia. Graily Hewett’s term for in- 
ability to walk or move, or perform certain of the ordinary 
motions of the body, without producing pain referable to. 
the uterus. 2852-60 Mayne Expos. Lex., * Dyslalia. 2836 
Househ . Words Nov. 465 Learnedly speaking, stammering is 
an idiopathic *dyslaly. 1876 Ziemssen's Cycl. M ed. XI V. 613; 
I t is usual to designate those [lesions of articulation] which 
depend clearly upon gross mechanical defects in the external 
apparatuses of speech and their motor nerves as dyslalia in. 
contradistinction to the true or cent ral dysarthrosis, 2886- 8 
W. R. Gowers Dir. Nerv. Syst. (1892) I. 297 The cerebral 
symptom . . ‘ ^dyslexia ’ a peculiar intermitting difficulty in' 
readi ng. 2883 Syd. Soc, Lex. , *Dyslogia , a defect of speech, 
in which the individual words are correctly formed, but are so 
put together as to express a disturbance of thought. 1878, 
Ziemssen's Cycl. Med. XIV. 790 An instance of *dyslpgical 
paragraphia. 2633 Cockeram, * Dysnomie, ill ordering of 
lawes. 2656 Blount Glossogr., *Dysopsie, dimness, ill sight*. 
2706 Phillips, * Dysorexia, a decay or want of Appetite. 
2828 Webster, Dysorexy, a bad or depraved appetite; a 
want of appetite. Coxe. Ziemssen's Cycl. Med. XIV. 
613 Dysarthric and *dysphasic disturbances taken together 
constituting what are properly considered as true disturb* 
ances of speech. _ 2706 Phillips, * Dysphonia, a Difficulty 
of Speech* occasion’d by an ill-Disposition of the Organs; 
2866 A. Flint Princ. Med. (2880) 309 There is dysphonia, 
but not complete loss of voice. 2873 Cohen Dis. Throat 
264 At other times the patient wakes up in the morning 
aphonic or *dysphonic. 2835) Sterling Let. 30 June m 
Carlyle Life iii. i, Rather I think from dyspepsia than *dys* 
pneumony. 1833-34 Good Study Med. (ed. 4) II. 6o«f 
Followed by secondary symptoms or a syphilitic *dysthesyv 
Ibid. I. 282 Persons of weakly and inelastic fibres, and 
*dysthetic habits. 1847 Craig, * Dysthymic, desponding; 
depressed in mind. 2864 Webster, Dysthymic, affected, 
with despondency ; depressed in spirits; dejected. 2706 
Phillips, * Dystocia, a Difficulty of bringing forth. 2812 
Hooper Med. Did., Dystochia. 2838 M. Ryan Man. 
Midwifery . 308 In consequence of difficult, tedious and 
*dystocial labors., 2847 Craig, *Dystomic, in Mineralogy, 
having an imperfect fracture or cleavage. 1864 W ebster, 


DYSJESTHESIA. 


739 


Dystome, Dystomic , Dystomous. 1886 W. R. Gowers Dis. 
Nerv. Svst. I. 386 Idiopathic Muscular Atrophy.. Mus- 
cular ^Dystrophy. 1893 S. D’Odiardi Med. Electr. 54 The 
agents^ of demolition or elimination, called ^dystrophies or 
denutrients. 1893 Brit. Med. Jml. 4 Nov. 998 The dys- 
trophic view of sclerosis. 

■]| Byssestliesia (disesjirsia). Path. [L., a. Gr. 
5 vcraicr 8 r}(ria (Galen) insensibilit}’, f. bvoataOrjTos 
insensible, f. 5u<r- (Dy s-) + aiade- to feel; cf. A Es- 
. thesis, Anesthesia.] Difficulty or derangement 
of sensation, or of any bodily senses ; also applied 
to a. class of diseases of which this is a symptom. 

1706 Phillips, Dysesthesia, a difficulty or fault in sen- 
sation. 1822-34 Good Study Med. (ed. 4) III. 210 The 
common technical name for the genus is dysaesthesia. 1889 
Lancet 28 Dec. 1331/1 Hyperesthesia or dysaesthesia of 
one or more nerves. 

So Byssesthetic (->e*tik), a., relating to or 
affected with dysaesthesia. 

Bysamay, obs. f. Dismay. 

Bysanalyte (disas’nalsit). Min. [ad. Ger. dys- 
analit, Knop y 1877)) a d. Gr. bv<japa\vr~o$ hard to 
analyse.] A columbo-titanate of lime, in black 
cubical crystals. 

1877 A mer. JruZ. Sc. Ser. hi. XIV, 243. 

Bysar, Bysarde, obs. ff. Dicer, Dizzard. 
Bysbink, var. of dish-bink : see Dish sb. 10 . 
Byseece, -cencion, -cend, -cept, -ceyte, 
-eeyue, obs. ff. Decease, Descension, Dissen- 
sion, Descend, Deceit, Deceive. 

Byseiasite (drsklassit). Min. [Named 1834, 
f. Gr. bv<r- (Dys-) + k\<x<t-is breaking, fracture + 
-ITE ; from its toughness.] A synonym of Okenite. 

: 1835 C. 17 . Shepard Min. 175. 

t Byscra’se, v. Obs . Also 4-7 discrase, 6 
discrayse, 7 diseraze. [f. dyscrasie , Dyscrasy, 
or prob. a. OF. *discraser , f. discrasie . In 1 5-1 6th c. 
evidently viewed as a deriv. of erase , Craze v. } and 
used accordingly.] trans. To affect with a dys- 
crasy ; to distemper, disorder. 

c 1380 Wyclif Serm. Sel. Wks. II. 215 Bi occasioun of J>es 
two errours many ojber men ben discrasid. c 1440 Lydg. 
Secrees 1213 Helthe of body, discrasyng of syknesse. 1504 
Atkynson tr. De Imitatione 1. xiii, A bell, .whether it be 
hole and of perfite sounde or dyscrased. 1574 Newton 
Health Mag. Ep. 4 Sufficient to cure the discrased. 1576 
— Lemnie's Complex. ( 1633) 45 Wherby health . . if ,t happen 
to be discrazed and impaired . . may againe be restored. 1610 
Barrough Meth. Physic (N.), So they . .do first by this evil 
demeanour shake and discrase them [their bodies]. 

II Byscrasia (diskr^ { *sia). Also 7 dis-. [med.L., 
a. Gr. bvcncpaoia bad temperament (of body, air, 
etc.), f. 5u<r- (Dys-) + /epaens mixing, tempering.] 
= Dyscrasy. 

C1400 Lanf rands Cirnrg. 54 A Wounde }?at ha]? enpostym 
or an yuel discrasiam pat is to seie out of kynde dis- 
temperid, eiher to cold eiper to hoot. 1677 Gilpin Demonol. 
(1867) 6$ The souls of men have their general discrasias and 
disaffections, as our bodies have. 1859 Todd Cycl. Anat. 
V. 413/1 We find these alterations associated with a general 
dyscrasia. 

Hence Byscra*sial a., of the nature of, belong- 
ing to, or arising from dyscrasia. 

1874 Van Buren Dis. Genii. Org. 23 Acute dyscrasial 
disease-typhus, small-pox, etc. 

Dyscrasie (diskrarzik), a. [mod. f. Dyscrasia 
+' -1C.] Of the nature of, arising from, or affected 
with dyscrasia ; dyscratic. 

1874 Jones & Siev. Pathol. Anat. (ed. 2) 227 This form is 
..of a dyscrasie character. 1876 Bartholow Mat. Med. 
(1879) 161 A dyscrasie state induced by the enormous 
amount of alkali. 

Byscrasite (drskrasrit). Min. Also dis-. [f. 
Gr. 8 v<xfc pacta bad mixture + -ite.] Antimonial 
silver, a native alloy of silver and antimony in 
variable proportions (Ag 2 Sb, Ag s Sb, Ag^Sb 2 ), 
found in the Harz Mountains, etc. 

1852 C. U. Shepard Min 300 Arsenical silver ,. is harder 
ffi an discrasite, 1868 Dana Min. 35 Dyserasite. 

Dyscrasy (di-skrasi), sb. Also 5-8 dis- 
-erasie, -cie, -cy. [a. OF. dyscrasie (1 3-1 4th c. 
in Hatz.-Darm.), ad. med.L. dyscrasia ; see above.] 
A bad or disordered condition of the body (origin- 
ally supposed to arise from disproportionate mix- 
ture of the ‘humours’: cf. Distemper, -ance, 
ate re); morbid diathesis; distemper. (Now 
more usually in Latin form Dyscrasia, q.v.) 

c 1400 Lanfranc's Cirnrg. 57 pe drie discrasie pou scbalt 
knowe bi pe smalnes of pe lyme. 1533 Elyot Cast. Helthe 
ir. x. 11539) 27 b, Nutmigges, with their swete odour corn- 
forte . . also the brayn in colde discrasies. Ibid. iv. 75 b, 
I will somewhat wryte of two dyscrasyes of the body. 
*650 Venner Via Recta (1650) 9 A dyscrasie, a putting 
of the body and spirit out of frame. 1646 J. Whitaker 
Uzziah 22 Physicians observe in crasie bodies, that a sud- 
den eucrasie is the forerunner of some discrasie. 1756 C. 
Lucas Ess. Waters III. 154 A discrasy of the juices. 1822-34 
Good Study Med. (ed. 4) IV. 364 Dependent upon a dyscrasy 
or intemperament of the blood, 
b. transf. and Jig. Disorder. 

1647 JfR. Taylor Lib. Proph. Ep. Ded. 2 The perpetuall 
Meditation of my private Troubles, and the publike Dys- 
crasy. 1647 Cudworth Serm. 1 Cor. xv. 57 (16 76) 81 Sin is 
but a disease and Dyscrasie in the soul. 1817 J. Gilchrist 
Intell. Patrimony 40 Giving, .nutriment to social dyscrasy. 
Hence f Dyscrasy v. Obs . rare. — Dyscrasb. 


c 2400 Lanfrands Cirnrg. 85 If ]>ei ben discrasid [v.r. dis* 
crasycde], remeue piike discrasie wij? pat, pat is contrarie. 
2670 Mayn waring Vita Sana iii. 40 A discrasyed body. 

t Byscra*tic, a. Obs. [f. Gr. bvaxparos of bad 
temperament, distempered + -ic.] Affected with 
dyscrasy; distempered. 

2684 tr. Boned s Merc. Compit. xix. 739 The Blood being 
habitually weak and withal dj'scratick or intemperate. 

Byserease,-erece, -ores, obs. var. ff. Decrease. 

Byse, obs. f. Dice .Die^T); var. Disk (-Adze). 
Bysease, dyseis, obs. ff. Disease. 

t Bysent@*rial, a. Obs. [f. L. dysenteria 

Dysentery + -al.] =* Dysenteric i. 

1600 W. Vaughan Direct, for Health <1633) 76 Use it to 
stop the fluxe, whether it be sudden, or humorall, or dis- 
senteriall. 2612 Woodall Surg. Mate Wks. (1653) 185. 
2725 Bradley Earn. Diet. s. v. Strawberry , To stop the 
Whites and Dysenterial Fluxes. 

Dysenteric (disente'rik), a. Also 8 dissen- 
triek. [ad. L. dysenteric-us , a. Gr. bvaevrepiK-bs 
liable to or afflicted with dysentery, f. Svaevrepta : 
see Dysentery.] 

1. Belonging to or of the nature of dysentery. 

2727 Bradley Earn. Diet. s.v. Flux , A Dysenterick Flux. 

2764 Granger Sugar Cane 1 14. 2846 G. E. Day tr. Simon's 
Anises. Chern. II. 382 In dysenteric diarrhoea. 1876 Davis 
Polaris Exj>. xix. 410 [It] produced a dysenteric effect, 
b. Used for curing dysentery, rare. 

1703 Dam pier Voy. (1729) III. 459 The Dissentrick Vomit, 
a leaning plant. 

2. Affected with or suffering from dysentery. 

2822-34 Good Study Med. 1 ed. 4) 1 1 . 248 Twelve dysenteric 

patients. 1831 Trelawney A dv. Younger Son I. 288 Noisy 
and filthy as the draggietailed dysenteric cockatoo. 

t Dysente*rical, a. Obs. - prec. 

1601 Holland Pliny II. 331 If the flux be from the 
stomack, or dysentericall. 1677 Gilpin Demonol. (1867) 393 
Calanus,an Indian philosopher, being dysenterical, obtained 
leave of Alexander to burn himself for more quick despatch. 
2684 Boyle Porousn. A nim. <$• Solid Bod. iii. 29 A Flux, for 
the most part dysenterical. 

Dysenteriform (disente*rifpim), a. [f. L. 
dysenteria + -form.] Having the appearance or 
symptoms of dysentery. 

1880 Med. Temp. Jml. Oct. 5 Dysenteriform evacuations. 

t Dysente’rious, a. Obs. [f, as prec. + -ous.] 

= Dysenteric 2 . 

a 2654 Gataker 186 (L.) A dysenterious person, that can 
relish nothing. 

Dysentery (drsent&i). Also 4-7 diss-, 
(dyss-), 6-7 dis-, (7 disc-) ; 4-8 -erie. £. (in L. 
form) 4-7 dissenteria, (4 -aria), 6-7 dis-, dys- 
enteria. [a. OF. dissenterie (13th c. dissintere \ 
ad. L. dysenteria (Pliny, etc.), a. Gr. bverwrepia, f. 
bvolvrepos afflicted m the bowels, f. bva- (Dys-) + 
hr epa bowels.] 

A disease characterized by inflammation of the 
mucous membrane and glands of the large intestine, 
accompanied with griping pains, and mucous and 
bloody evacuations. 

2382 Wyclif Acts xxviii. 8 The fadir of Puplius. .trauelid 
with feueres and dissenterie or flix. 1447 Bokenham Seyntys 
(Roxb.) 259 That dyssentyrye of comon usage The reed 
flyx ys clepyd in oure langwage. 1547 Boorde Brett. Health 
cvi. 40 The disentery or exulceracion of the guttes. 1602 
Holland Pliny xxviii. ix. (R.), For the dysenterie or bloudie 
flix. 2649 Thomasson Tracts (Br. Mus.) CCCCXLII. vi. 
51 Other necessities encreased the discentery in our leaguer. 
1708 Swift Predict, for Wks. 1755 II. 1. 153 On the 

20th cardinal Portocarero will die of a dysentery. 1767 T. 
Hutchinson Hist. Mass. II. iv. 4x9 Many of our men had 
..fallen into dysenteries. 1781 Gibbon Decl. <§• F II. xli. 
544 The dysentery swept away one-third of their army. 
2869 E. A. Parkes Pract. Hygiene fed. 3] 69 Dysentery also 
is decidedly produced by impure water. 

attrib. 2822-34 Good Study Med. (ed. 4) 1 . 265 Rolander, 
who, like Linnaeus, ascribed dysentery to the dysentery- 
tick, or acarus dysenterise. 
b. A disease of bees. 

2816 Kirby & Sp. Entomol. (1828) I. iv. 90. 2846 J. Baxter 
L ibr. Pract. Agric. (ed. 4) I. 97 The chief diseases of bees 
.. are dysentery or looseness, torpor, falling in flight from 
vertigo or giddiness, and vermin. 

Byser, obs. form of Dicer, Disour. 

Byses, -esse, dyshese, etc., obs. ff. Disease. 
Bysia, Bysioyn, obs. ff. Dizzy, Disjoin. 
Dyslogistic (disl^rstik); a. Also erron. 
dis-. [f. Dys- + stem of eu-logistic (without refer- 
ence to Gr. bvcrXbyuTTos ‘hard to calculate, ill- 
calculated, misguided ’).] 

Expressing or connoting disapprobation or dis- 
praise ; having a bad connotation ; opprobrious. 
(The opposite of eulogistic.) 

1802-22 Bentham Ration. fud.Evid. (1827) 1 . 146 Under 
the name of revenge, or malice, or some other such dyslo- 
gistic name. i8ro — Packing (1821} 25 Packing : — a name 
which, from the application at that time but too frequently 
made of the practice . . has acquired a dyslogistic tinge : 
serving at present to express, not merely the practice itself, 
but the sentiment of disapprobation excited by the idea of it. 
2825 Syd. Smith Whs. (1859) II. 70/2 Mischievous fallacies 
also circulate from the convertible^ use of what Mr. B. is 
pleased to call dyslogistic and eulogistic terms. 2838 Taifs 
Mag . V. 67 A political adventurer (we use the word in its dys- 
logistic sense). 1887 Spectator 2 July 888/2 The dyslogistic 
names, by which it pleases each side to denominate its 
opponents. 
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Byslogrstically, adv. [f. prec. + -al + -ly 2.] 
In a dyslogistic manner ; in dispraise. 

2862 F. Hall Hindu Philos. Syst. 26 6 The latter is applied 
to them dyslogistically. 1874 Sidgwick Meth. Ethics (1877) 
204 ‘ Caution (is used dyslogistically ; at least a man is said 
to be too cautious, or over-cautious, when he deliberates too 
much or too often. 

Byslogy (drslodgi). nonce-wd. [f. Dys- -f* 
stem of eu-logy. (There was no corresp. Gr.)] 
Dispraise, censure ; the opposite of eulogy. 

2837 Carlyle Mirabeau Misc. Ess. 2872 V. 267 In the 
way of eulogy and dyslogy. .there may doubtless be a great 
many things set forth concerning this Mirabeau. 

Dysluite (di-sl^ait). Min. [arbitrary f. Dys- 
+ Grl \b-tiv to loose, dissolve + -ite.] A variety 
of gahnite or zinc spinel, containing manganese: 
from the difficulty of decomposing it for analysis. 

2821 yml. Acad. Hat. Sc. (Philad.) II. 287 Dysluite, a 
new mineral. 

Byslysin (drslisin). Chew, [arbitrary f. Dys- 
+ Gr. Kvcr-is solution + -IN.] (See quots.) 

2852-60 Mayne Expos. Lex. x Dyslysin, term for ja sub- 
stance got from bilin digested with dilute hydrochloric acid 
with alcohol. 2863-72 Watts, Diet. Chem. 1 1 . 360 Dyslysin, 
C21H36O3. Dyslysin is an amorphous substance .. inso- 
luble in water, acids, potash-ley, and alcohol (hence the 
name), but soluble in ether. 

Dysme, obs. form of Dime. 

II Dysmenorrhagia (di-'smen^^d^ia). Path. 
[See Dys-.] = next. 

2885 W. Roberts Treat. Urin. $ Renal Dis. tit. xiv, 
(ed. 4) 678 In women who are subject to dysmenorrhagia. 

II Bysmenorrlicea (-rf*a). Path. Also -rhea. 
[See Dys-.] Difficult or painful menstruation. 

1820 R. Thomas Mod. Pract. Physic (ed. 3] 532. 1873 

E. H. Clarke Sex in Educ. (2880) 23 Those grievous mala- 
dies which torture a woman’s earthly existence, called leu- 
corrhoea, amenorrhoea, dysmenorrhoea. .and the like. 
Hence Bysmenorrhceal, By smeaiorrhoe *ie adjs. 
2859 Todd Cycl. Anat. V. 644/1 These dysmenorrhea! 
memuranes present all the characteristics of a true decidual 
structure. 1873 E. H. Clarke Sex in Educ. 62 Pale, weak, 
neuralgic, dyspeptic, hysterical .. dysmenorrhoeic girls and 
women. 

Dysmerism (drsmeriz’m). Biol. [f. Gr. bva~ 
(Dys-) + fxepiopios division into parts (Merism).] 
The aggregation of unlike or irregularly arranged 
parts in the formation of an organism. So Bys- 
meri*stic a ., having the character of such an ag- 
gregation. Dysmerogenesis (dissmemid^emesis) 
[Gr. plpos part, y weens production], the formation 
of an organism by successive production of parts 
which are unlike or irregularly arranged ; hence 
By:smerog-en.e*tic a., marked by or resulting from 
dysmerogenesis. Bysmeromo-rph (-m^if) [Gr. 
popipr) form], an organic form or organism resulting 
from dysmerogenesis; hence BysmeromoipMc 
a., having the character of a dysmeromorph. (Op- 
posed to Humerism, Eumeristio, etc.) 

2881 E. R. Lankester in Encycl. Brit. XII. 555/1 {Hy- 
drozoa ) According to this second hypothesis, .the tendency 
to bud-formation^ has all along acted concurrently with a 
powerful synthetic tendency, so that new^ units have from 
the^ first made but a gradual and disguised appearance. 
This is ‘ dysmerogenesis and such aggregates as exhibit it 
may _ be (called dysmeristic. Ibid. 555/2 Ordinary cell- 
division is an example of eumerogenesis ; free-formation of 
nuclei, as in the fertilized ovum of Arthropoda, is dysmero- 
genesis. A synyctium is usually a synthesized eumero- 
morph, but may be a dysmeromorph. 

Dysodont (di-s^nt), a. Zool [f. DYS- + Gr, 
obovs, dbovr- tooth.] Belonging to the order Dyso~ 
donta of bivalve molluscs, having obsolete or 
irregular hinge-teeth. 

By sodyle, -ile (di-s<?doil). Min. [a.F .dysodyle 
(Cordier 1808) i. Gr. bvaajbrjs ill-smellmg, stinking 
+ v\tj matter : cf. Cacodyl.] A very inflammable 
hydrocarbon occurring in masses of a yellowish or 
greenish colour, and foliated structure, which emits 
a fetid odour when burned. 

1809 Nicholson's Jml. XXIV. 223 On the Dusodile, a 
new Species of Mineral. 1824 T. Allan Min. Nomen. 1% 
Dysodile. 2887 Dana's Man. Min. 349 Dysodile .. con- 
taining several per cent of sulphur. 

Bysour, -owre, obs. forms of Dicer, Disour. 
Bysparych, obs. form of Disparage. 
Dyspathy (drspajri). rare. Also 9 (erron.) 
dis-. [In sense 1, ad. Gr. bvcrira$€ia insensibility, 
f. bvcrtaOiis impassive, f. bvs- (Dys-) + naffos, iratie- 
feeling. In sense 2, = obs. F. dispathie ‘ an Anti- 
pathie or natural! disagreement ’ (Cotgr.), obs. It. 
dis pat hi a (Florio), taken as the opposite of Gr. 
ervp iira$€ta, L. sympathia , It. simpathia (Florio), 
simpatia, F. sympathies Sympathy, and sometimes 
spelt dispathy, as if the first element were L. dis- 
(Dis-), and the sense rather ‘ difference of feeling \] 
f 1. Med. (See quot. 1883.) Obs. 

2541 R. Copland Galyen's Teraf 2 E j, They do vse 
these names, Dyspathies, Metasyncrises, Imbecyllitees, fyr- 
mytudes, and sondry other such names. 2883 Syd. Soc. 
Lex., Dyspathia , old term,. for indisposition to, or non- 
susceptibility of, a disease. Also, a severe disease. 

2. The opposite of sympathy ; antipathy, aver- 
sion, dislike; disagreement of feeling or sentiment. 


DYSPEPSIA. 
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*6 03 Florio Montaigne n, xxxvii. (1632) 428 It may well 
be, I have received from them that natural dyspathie unto 
physieke. 1651 Biggs New iX?/, Summary 73 A discourse 
touching the causes of Sympathie and Dyspathy. 1803 
Southey in Robberds Mem . IV. Taylor (1843)!. 439 With 
enough dispathy always to keep conversation wakeful. 
1829 — Sir T. More I. 18 Notwithstanding many dis- 
crepancies and some dispat hies between us. 1884 H. S. 
Wilson Stud. Hist. 326 Woman-like, she was a partisan ; 
she felt sympathy or dyspathy ; she loved favourites, and she 
loathed antagonists. 

So By spat he 'tie a marked by * dyspathy ’ or 
aversion ; the reverse of sympathetic . 

^ 1886 Lowell Lett. (1894) II. 315 What you say of Carlyle 
Is sympathetic (as it should be > and not dyspathetic. 
Dyspayr(e, -peir(e, -pare, obs. ff. Despair. 

|| Dyspepsia (dispe*psia). [a. L. dyspepsia 
(Cato), a. Or. dvcrireipta indigestion, f. dvairejrr-o? ; 
see Dyspeptic.] Difficulty or derangement of 
digestion; indigestion: applied to various forms 
of disorder of the digestive organs, esp. the stomach, 
usually involving weakness, loss of appetite, and 
depression of spirits. 

(1657 Physical Diet., Dnspepnia , ill concoction.] 1706 
Phillips (ed. Kersey), Dyspepsia, a Difficulty of Digestion, 
or Fermentation in the Stomach and Guts. 1805 Med. 
frnl. XIV. 569 Report of Diseases in the . . Practice of one 
of the Physicians of the Finsbury Dispensary. .Diarrhoea, 
15 ; Dysenteria, 2 ; Dyspepsia, 10. 1842 A, Combe Physiol. 
Digestion (ed. 4) 263 Rapid eating almost invariably leads 
to overloading the stomach ; and when to this added a 
total disregard of the quietude necessary for digestion, what 
can be expected to follow but inveterate dyspepsia? 1854 
C. Bronte Let. in Mrs. Gaskell Life 430 Headache and dys- 
pepsia are my worst ailments. 1862 Lancet 13 Sept. 278 A 
French writer calls dyspepsia ‘the remorse of a guilty 
Stomach '. 

fig. 1865 Lowell Thoreau Pr. Wks. 1890 I. 362 Every 
possible form of intellectual and physical dyspepsia brought 
forth its gospel. 1885 Pall Mall G. x Jan. 3/2 The Chris- 
tian life, in order to be healthy and strong, wanted exercise 
as well as feeding ; too many were content to feed without 
serving, the consequence being spiritual dyspepsia. 

Hence Dyspepsia v. nonce-wd., to affect with 
dyspepsia. 

1848 Q. Rev. Dec. (Hoppe), It gravels and dyspepsias 
him. 1849 F. B. Head Stokers $ P. iit. (1851) 38 To lose 
sight of his luggage, .dyspepsias him beyond description. 

Dyspepsy (dispe psi). Also 7 -ie, 7-9 dis-. 
[a. F. dyspepsu (17th. c.) or ad. L. dyspepsia : see 
prec.] = Dyspepsia (which is now more usual). 

1656 Blount Glossogr., Dysf>epste. 1661 Lovell Hist. 
Anim , Min, 366 The imbecility of th ^stomach, which is 
a vice of the concocting faculty.. and it's called apepsy, 
btadyspepsy, or dispepsy and diaphthora. 1817 Gentl. Mag. 
LXXXVIL 11. 363 He was, at first, attacked with diarrhoea, 
afterwards with dispepsy, 1829 Southey Epistle in Anni- 
versary 18 By bile, opinions, and dyspepsy sour. 1848 
Lowell Fable for Critics 106 Brought to death’s door of a 
mental dyspepsy. 

Dyspeptic (dispe*ptik), a. ( sb.) [f. Gr. 5 vc- 
irtiTTos difficult of digestion, f. 8v<t- (Dys-) + tt€ttt6s 
cooked, digested : after Gr. treirrifcos able to digest.] 
+ 1 . Difficult of digestion; causing dyspepsia; 
indigestible. Ohs. rare. 

1694 Westmacott Script. Herb., It is. .more solid, course, 
and dispeptic than that of wheat. 

2 , Of or belonging to dyspepsia. 

1809 Med. Jrnl. XXI. 269 This dyspeptic state of the 
stomach. 1875 H. C. Wood Therap. (1879) *88 Decided 
dyspeptic symptoms, 

b. fig. Showing depression of spirits like that 
of a person suffering from dyspepsia j morbidly 
despondent or gloomy. 

1894 Forum (U. S.) Aug. 732 There is no throwing up of 
the hands in despair — no dyspeptic politics, to put it briefly. 

3 . Subject to or suffering from dyspepsia. 

1822-34 Good Study Med. (ed. 4) I. 443 Common to the 

hysteric, dyspeptic, and choleric. . 1844 Dickens Mart. 
Chuz. (C. D. ed.) 171 Dyspeptic individuals bolted their food 
in wedges. 1884 Pall Mall G. 16 Oct, 1 Carlyle,. was a 
kind of dyspeptic Mount Sinai. 

B. sb. A person subject to or suffering from 
."dyspepsia. 

1822-34 Good Study Med. (ed. 4) I. 157 The sedentary 
and studious dyspeptic. 1866 Mrs. Stowe Lit. Foxes 34 
It is almost impossible for a confirmed dyspeptic to act like 
a good Christian ; but a good Christian ought not to be- 
come a confirmed dyspeptic. 1893 G. Allen Scallywag II. 
98 She had the usual surprising appetite of the sallow 
; American dyspeptic. 

Byspe'ptical, a. rare. ff. prec. + Ah.] -prec. 
1831 Carlyle Sart. Res. n. iv. We are poor, unfriended, 
dyspeptical, bashful. 1831 — in Froude Life in Land. (1882) 
IL 169 She had been for three years violently dyspeptical. 

Dyspe*ptically, adv. [f. prec. + -ly In 

a dyspeptic manner {lit. andyfy-). 
a 1859 De Quincey Posth. Wks. (1803) IL iv. 102 A man 
. .dyspeptically incapable of command at forty-two. 1866 
Dickens in J. Forster Life vm. vii. 354 Half strangled with 
my cold, and dyspeptically gloomy and dull* 


|| Dysphagia (dis^'d^ia). Path. Rarely in 
anglicized form dysphagy (di-sfadgi). [mod.L. 
f. Dys- + Gr. ~<payla eating. So mod.F. disphagie 
(1805 Lunier).] Difficulty of swallowing (as a 
symptom of some disease or affection). 

1783 W. K.eir in Med. Commun. I. 160 This case ex- 
hibits an instance of a species of dysphagia. 1822-34 Good 
Study Med. (ed. 4) I. 78 Dysphagy, strictly speaking, is 
not a disease itself. 189a Gowers Dis. Nerv. Syst. I. 293 
Dysphagia may be added to the other paralytic symptoms. 

Hence Dysphagic (disfard^ik), a., relating to or 
affected with dysphagia (Syd. Soc . Lex . 1883). 
Dyspite, obs. form of Despite. 

|| Dyspnoea (dispnraV Path. [L. dyspnoea , 
a. Gr. Svairvoia difficulty of breathing, f. hvcrnvoos, 
f. Stur- (Dys-) + v uorj breath, breathing.] Difficulty 
of breathing ; laborious breathing. 

1681 tr. Willis' Rem. Med. Wks. Vocab., Dyspnoea , a pur- 
siness or shortness of breathing. 1707 Flover Physic. 
P?ilse- Watch 144 This happens in Dyspnseas, Pains, Diseases 
of the Stomach, Liver, Head. 1754-64 Smellie Midwif. 
II. 27 She was seized with a dry cough, violent dyspnoea, etc. 
1843 Sir T. Watson Led. Princ. $ Pract. Phys. xxxviii. 
(L.i, In dyspnoea the breathing is almost always difficult 
when rhe patient is lying flat on his back. 2890 Lancet 
27 Sept. 663/2 Obesity develops the systemic circulation to 
the full capacity of the lungs, so that the least exertion will 
produce dyspnoea. 

Hence DyspncB*al a ., of or belonging to dyspnoea; 
Dyspncelc [Gr. §v<tttvoikos\ (also erron. Dys- 
pnoetic, -etic) a., of the nature of, characteristic of, 
accompanied by, or affected with dyspnoea. 

1822-34 Good Study Med. (ed. 4) I. 467 Gold-refiners be- 
come dyspncetic from inhaling the vapour of aquafortis. 
1866 A. Flint Princ . Med. 11800) 245 Diseases terminating 
rapidly with dyspnoeic symptoms. 1874 J ones & Siev. 
Pathol. Anat (ed. 41 31 Without experiencing any notable 
dyspnoeal distress. 

Dysporomorph (di-spomm^if). Zool. [f. 
Dysporus name of a genus of gannets -f Gr. -p.op<pos 
-form.] A bird of the division Dysporomorphx 
in Huxley’s classification, including the pelicans, 
gannets, cormorants, etc. So Dysporomorpliic 
a., belonging to the Dysporomorphae . 

Dyspoyle, Dyspyghte : see De-. 

Dyssaue, -ayue, Dyssayt, -eyte, obs. forms 
of Deceive, Deceit. 

Dyssehe, Dysse, obs. ff. Dish, Dats, Dice. 
Dyssease, -ees, -ese, etc., obs. ff. Decease, 
Disease. 

Dyssende, -ente, obs. forms of Descend. 
Dyssour, var. Disour Obs. ~ 

Dyssypers, corrupt f. Doijzepers Obs. 
Dysteleology (di=steU> lodgi). [ad. Ger. 
dysteleologie (Hackel), f. Dys-, here taken in 
privative sense + teleologie Teleology ] The doc- 
trine of purposelessness, or denial of * final causes’, 
in nature (opp. to Teleology) ; the study of 
apparently functionless rudimentary organs in 
animals and plants, as held to sustain this doctrine. 

1874 Mivart in Conte 7 np. Rev. XXIV. 371 Dysteleology 
is a term which Professor Haeckel, of Jena, has devised to 
denote the study of the * purposelessness ’ of organs. 1875 
Ibid. XXVI. 950. 1879 tr. Haeckels Eyol. Man 1. 109 The 
science of Rudimentary Organs, which we may call, in 
reference to their philosophical consequences, the Doctrine 
of Purposelessness, or Dysteleology. 

Hence Dy:steleolo*glcal a ., relating to dys- 
teleology ; showing absence of purpose or design ; 
Dy ; steleologist, a believer in dysteleology ; one 
who denies final causes in nature. 

1874 Mivart in Contemp. Rev. XXIV. 371 Arguments 
analogous to some of the Dysteleological arguments of to- 
day. 1879 tr. Haeckel's Evol. Man I. v. in The favorite 
phrase ‘the moral ordering of the world v is also shown in 
its true light by the dysteleological facts. 1883 L. F. Ward 
Dynam. Social. I. 173 (Cent.) Dysteleologists, without ad- 
mitting a purpose, had not felt called upon to deny the fact. 
Dyster, var. Dyester. 

Dysuric (disiibmk), a. [ad. Gr. Svtrovpifcbs, f. 
hvaovpta Disuby: see -ia] Pertaining to or affected 
with dysury (Webster, 1864). 

Dysury (drsiuri). Path. Forms: 6 dyssurye, 
6-7 dissurie, -ry, 6-8 disury, 7 dysurie, 7- 
dysury. Also in Lat. form dysuria (d isiue ‘Ha), 
[a. OF. dissurie (14th c.), mod.F. dysurie, ad. L. 
dysuria (Coelius), a. Gr. Bvaovpla retention of 
urine, f. *8voovpos adj.,f. 8 vcr~ (Dys-) + ovpov urine.] 
Difficulty in passing urine ; a disorder characterized 
by difficult or painful urination. 

1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. vii. Iv, (r495) 268 Som- 
tyme the wayes ben alle stoppyd and pyssynge is all for- 
bode, and that euyl hyghte Dissuria. 1527 Andrew Bruns- 


wyke's Disiyll. Waters K ij, Good agaynst strangury and 
dyssurye, 1547 Boorde Brev. Health evii. 40 b, it is named 
the Disury. 1684 tr .Bonefs Merc. Comfit, in. 60 Old Men 
who labour of a most cruel Dysury from a great Stone! 

1748 tr. Renatus' Distemp. Horses 266 If he stales with Dif- 
ficulty, it is called a Dysury. 1800 Med. Jrnl. III. 26 She 
had dysuria during the night, 1837 Bicicersteth Life of 
Franks vii. 208 The complaint so frequently attendant upon 
old age, the dysury. 

Dysyn, dysyxig, obs. forms of Dizen, Dicing. 

Dyt- : see also Dit-. 

Dytiscid (diti-sid). a . [f. Pyfiscus, a genus of 
water- beetles, mod.L. corruption of Dyticus , a. 

Gr. 8vtik6s able to dive, f. 81 mu to dive.] Pertain- 
ing to the Dytiscidae , a family of water-beetles. 

Dytone, Sc. form of Ditton Obs., a phrase. 

Dyvise, dyvys(e, obs. ff. Device, Devise. 

Dyvour (doi-voi). Sc. ? Obs. Also 6 dyver, 

7-b dyvor, -ar, 9 divor, [Origin uncertain. 

According to Skene, ‘ called dyvour, because he does his 
devore to his creditours'. But this is not logical ; and it 
leaves the vowel and stress of the first syllable unexplained. 

The phrase ‘ drowned in debt ’ in quots. 1597 ail d 1636, with 
the later * over head and ears in debt suggests chat it may 
be the same word as divert] 

A bankrupt ; hence gen. one in debt; a beggar. 

1508 Dunbar Tua Mariit Wemen 410 Deid is now that 
dyvour, & dollin in erd. 1583 Satir. Poems Reform . xlv. 

278 Lyk ane dyver, thair he deis. 1597 Skene De Verb. 

Sign., Dyovr, Dyvour , vtherwaies Bair-man, quha being 
involved and drowned in debtes, and not able to pay or 
satisfie the same : For eschewing of prison and vther pames, 
makis cession and assignation of af his gudes and geare, in 
favoures of his creel itoures : And dois his devour and dewtie 
to them. 1636 Rutherford Lett. (18621 I. 194, I am as 
deeply drowned in His debt as any dyvour can be, 16.. 

Court ofSess. Rec. in Cramond Ann Banff (1891) I. 318 
note , The Court of Session enacted that the dyvours habit 
be a coat or upper garment .. whereof one half to be of 
a yellow and the other of a brown colour, .with uppermost 
hose on his legs half brown and half yellow. 1693 Sc. 

Presbyt. Floq . (1738) tot 'The Saints in Heaven are nothing 
but Christ’s.. beggarly Dyvars, a Pack of redeem’d Sinners. 

1769 in Cramond Attn. Banf (x 8 gz) I. 318 The magistrates 
..ordained him to put on and wear the dyvour’s habit : he 
was thereafter dismissed wearing the said dyvour's habit. 

1824 Scott Redganntlet let. xi. Well, you dyvour bank- 
rupt, ..have you brought me my rent? * 18.. Galt Town 
Drummer, He was. .a divor bodie, with no manner of con- 
duct. 1836 Ad 6 # 7 Will. IV, c. 56 § 18 It shall not be 
lawful to ordain the Debtor to wear the Dyvour’s Habit, 

f Byvoury. Sc. Obs. [f. prec. + Y.] Bank- 
ruptcy; beggary. 

2597 Skene De Verb. Sign. s.v. Dyovr, Dyvour, Diverse | 

shamefull formes of dyuourie, ar vsed and observed. 1661 R. 

Baillie in Z. Boyd Zion's Flowers (1855) App. 35/2 Help 
your, .friends out of beggary and dyvoury if you can. 

Dywte, rare obs. form of Duty. 

Dyyss, obs. form of Dice : see Die sb. 1 

Byzav, var. of Disour, Obs. 

Dyzerde, -ert, var. Dizzard, Obs. 

|| Bzeren (dzi»Ten). Also -on, -in. [Native 
name in Mongolia, dsfren (Pallas Zoogr. Rosso - 
Asiatica 251), more properly dzeren, f. dzer 
reddish-yellow, rufous. (Prof. Pozdneyev of St. 
Petersburg.)] The Mongolian antelope, Procapra 
gutturosa. 

1834 Penny Cycl. II. 73/2 The dzerens inhabit the dry 
arid deserts of Central Asia. . . particularly the desert of Gobi. 

Dzhu: see Dizzue. 

II Bziggetai, dzll- (dzrgetai, dg-). Also 
dsebikketaei, dshikketei, dshiggetai, dziggne- 
tai, dzigithai, dziggethai, gicquetei, djiggetai, 
jiggetai. [Mongolian dschiggetU (Pallas Zoogr. 

Rosso- Asiatica 262), more properly tchikhitei, 
eared, long-eared, f. tchikhi ear (Pozdneyev).] A 
species of equine quadruped native to Central Asia, 

Equus kemionus. It approaches the mule in 
appearance. 

1793 Pennant Hist. Quad. (ed. 3) 1. 4 Dshikketaei or Wild 
Mule. Ibid. 7 The Mongalians call them Dshikketaei, which 
signifies the eared. Ibid, it The manners of the Koulan or 
wild ass, are very much the same with those of the wild 
horse and the Dshikketaei. 1825 T. M. Harris Nat. 

Hist. Bible s.v. Ass § 4 The Gicquetei of Professor Pallas, 
the wild mule of Mongalia. 1834 McMurtrie Cmner's 
Anim. Kingd. 102 Equus hemiomis. (The Dzigguetai.) 

A species which, as to its proportions, is intermediate 
between the horse and the ass, and lives in troops in 
the sandy deserts of Central Asia. 1834 Phys. Geog. 54/2 
(U. K. S.) Thus the quagsra [and] the zebra, answer to the 
ass and the jiggetai of Asia. 1839 Penny Cycl. XV. 330/1 
Wild animals are numerous, especially hares, an telopes, dshig- 
getais or wild asses. 1847-9 Todd Cycl. Anat. IV. 7J4 
The second species admitted by Zoologists to form a dis- 
tinct race is the Dzigguetai. 1870 Blaine Encycl. Rur. 

Sports § 77 That direct link between the ^ horse and 
ass, known to the moderns as the dziggetai, or Equus 
kemionus. 


E (z), the fifth letter of the Roman alphabet, 
represents historically the Semitic iE|, which 
originally expressed a sound resembling that of h , 
but was adopted by the Greeks (and from them 
by the Romans) as a vowel, the pronunc. of which 
probably varied from the ‘mid-front’ (e) to the 
1 low front ’ (g) vowels of Bell’s system. In the 
Roman, as in the earliest Greek alphabet, the 
letter represented the long as well as the short 
quantity of the vowel. There are reasons for be- 
lieving that in OE. the short e had two sounds, 
possibly (e) and (e) ; the OE. long e seems to have 
been sounded approximately as (e). 

The sounds now expressed by E in standard 
English are the following : 

(i) i in he tbz) (4) i in acm* i'ae*kmi) 

(2) I in h<?re *hT*i) (5 e in bi’d bed) 

(3) e in thtfre (S&i) (6‘ 5 in abrt (alSut) 

Exceptional sounds are (p ^ in A ! 8) i in England, Eng- 
lish, and (9) a occurring before r in cl«?rk, sergeant, and in 
various proper names, as Berkeley, Hertford. 

In unaccented syllables it has the obscure sounds : 

(xoj z in remain (rzm<?‘n) ^ (12) e in add<?d (as'ded) 

(11) e in moment (moment) (131 o in father (fa'Sai) 

(14) the mere voice-glide ( * ) as in sadden jsse'd’n). 

In foreign words not fully naturalized certain other sounds 
occur : the Fr. en occas. retains in Eng. use its two sounds 
of (an) and ten 1 , as in ennui (aftnzzz , bon-chretien (bfln,kr^- 
tyaen); the Fr. unaccented e preserves the sound of{2)in 
words like eau-de-vie < 5 do vz, ; and the Fr. e that of (e) in 
a few words, as cafe (kafi?). 

E is also the first element in many vowel-digraphs, 
most of which have more than one pronunciation, 
^x) Ea is usually sounded (?), as In bead (bzd); excep- 
tionally as (e l ) in break , great, steak. It frequently repre- 
sents le) in cases where that sound descends from a long 
vowel or diphthong, either original, as in thread (J>red), dead 
(ded), or acquired in ME. through position, as in stead 
(sted). When followed by r it has the sounds of (T) as in 
ear (x 3 j), of (e) as in pear (pe a), and of (S' as in earth (§a)>), 
(a) as in heart (haJt). In final unaccented syllables it some- 
times becomes (i) as in guinea (gi’ni). 

(2) Eau, found only inwords of Fr. origin, is sounded (iz2) 
in beauty and its derivatives, and (?) in a few_ proper 
names, as Beauchamp (b?*tjam); in all other cases it is (<J B ) 
or (S), as in bureau (biur 5 u ‘), rouleau \ru\5"). 

(3) Ee has the sound of (?) as in feel (fz"l\ and before r that 
of (I), as in peer (pi 4 ). In been many persons sound it as (ij ; 
it has also this sound in breeches (brftjez), coffee (k^'fi). 

(4) Ei has the sound of (?) chiefly in the combination cei, 
as in receive ; also in teil, and in Sc. words, as teind. In 
other cases its usual sound is (^i, as in vein. In either , 
neither, it is variously sounded (?) and (ai). In a few words, 
on account of German or Greek etymology, it is pronounced 
(ah, as in eider-down, ophicleide. In unaccented final syl- 
lables it becomes (6), as in foreign (fg'ren), sovereign . 

(5) Eo j.as a digraph) is sounded (?) in people, (e. in leopard, 
and (S' 1 ) in yeoman. 

<6) Eu has the sound of (IS), and when followed by r that 
of (iu), as in euphony, Europe ; in unaccented syllables these 
sounds become (iz/ 1 , (iu), as in euphonious , neuralgia. (After 
l or r the first element in these diphthongs is wholly or 
partially obscured ; see L, R.) In a few Fr. words notfully 
naturalized eu retains its original sounds ( 5 ), (£1, and (bi 
(7) Ew has the sounds of (izz), (izz), as in new (mil). Mat- 
thezu (mzepiu). 

# (8) Ey is sounded (?) in key, and (e-) in obey, they, prep ; 
It occurs most frequently in unaccented final syllables, with 
the. sound (i), as in donkey (d^’ijki), money. In eye and its 
derivatives and compounds it is pronounced (si). 

The eases in which E is silent are very numerous. 
The rule may be laid down that (except in foreign words 
not fully naturalized as to form) a final e is never sounded 
when there is another vowel in the word. The silent e is 
due primarily to the ME. obscure -e (:— OE. a, e, o, 11, 
or a. Fr. e), which continued to be written long after it ceased 
to be sounded. In imitation of the cases in which the silent 
e had this historical justification, it was in x 6th c. very fre- 
quently added to almost all words ending phonetically with 
a cons. ; when the preceding vowel was short and accented, 


the final cons, was doubled, as in bludde, beddc for Blood, 
bed ; a mute e after a single cons, implied that the preced- 
ing vowel was long. In our present spelling the use of 
silent e has been greatly narrowed, but it is retained in the 
following cases: (1) When it serves to indicate that the 
vowel in the syllable is long ; e. g. in wine (woin) compared 
with win (win), paste (p<?'st) compared with past (pctst). 
When the quantity of the vowel is already shown by the 
use of a digraph, the e is no longer added, e.g. in soon, 
mean (in 16th c. often soone, meane), unless the final cons, 
is s, z, or the voiced th ( 3 ), as in house, breeze , sheathe. (2) 
When a word ends phonetically with certain consonants 
which custom does not permit to be written in a final posi- 
tion, as v, and /, r after consonants. (3) Where the silent 
e affects the pronunc. of a preceding c or g. (4) After j or z 
preceded by a cons., as in purse, pulse, corpse, bronze, 
furze. (5) In words like infinite, rapine, etc., where the 
vowel of the final syllable has become short since the es- 
tablishment of the existing rules of spelling ; and in words 
adopted from Fr. (6) In some anomalous cases of diverse 
origin, as are, were, come, done , gone, some, one, none. 
The silent <?is omitted before flexional suffixes beginning 
with a vowel, as in moving ; before -able it has been usually 
retained,, as in moveable, loveable , unmistakeable K though 
many writers now prefer to omit it, esp. when the vb. is a poly- 
syllable. Before suffixes beginning with a cons, the mute e 
is nearly always written ; in abridgment, acknowledgment, 
fledgling, judgment , nursling , it is commonly omitted, 
but usage is divided except in the last instance; in this 
Dictionary the e is retained after dg, in accordance with, 
general English analogies. 

The following are illustrations of the literary use 
of the letter: a. simply. 

c 1000 tElfric Gram. (1880) 6 ]?a syx ongynnafi of Sam 
stasfe e. 1668 O. Price in Ellis E. E. Pronunc. 1. iii. (1867) 
81 E soundes like, ee, in be, euen, euening, England, Eng- 
lish, etc. 1865 Miss Yonge Clever Worn, of Earn. I. x. 249, 
I can very easily alter the L into an E. 

b. as representing the sound of which it is the 
usual symbol. 

1340 IIampole Pr. Consc. 485 If j>e child a woman be. 
When it es born it says 1 e, e \ ft first letter. . of Eve. 

II. Used as a symbol, with reference to its 
place (5th) in the alphabet, or (2nd) in the series 
of vowels ; also on various other grounds. 

1 . E, e, e is used to denote anything occupying 
the fifth place in a series (cf. A, B, C). 

2 . in Music. E is the name of the 3rd note of 
the diatonic scale of C major, corresponding to 
mi in the Sol-fa notation. Also the scale or key 
which has that note for its tonic. 

1848 Rimbault First Bk. Pianof. 54 Every black key ex- 
cept B-flat and E-flat. 18. . As it was Written 229 A leap 
of the bow and fingers back to A and E. 

3 . in Logic : A universal negative. 

2827 Whatelv Xz^zV (1850) 49. 

4 . Naut. E. The second class of rating on Lloyd’s 
books for the comparative excellence of merchant 
ships. ( Adm. Smyth.) 

5 . Math. The lower-case e or e denotes : a. The 
quantity 2*71828 . . , the base of Napier’s system 
of logarithms, b. The Eccentricity of a conic. 

i860 Salmon Conic Sect. xi. (1879) 161 The quantity e is 
called the eccentricity of the curve.. 1873 B. Williamson 
Diff. Calc. i. 21 The system [of logarithms] whose base is e. 

0 . in Dynamics : e is the symbol of the coefficient 
of restitution or of elasticity. 

1856 Tait & Steele Dynant, Particle x. (1871) 344 Let 
e be the coefficient of restitution. 

7 . in Electricity, e stands for the electro motive 
force of a single cell, E for the sum of such forces. 

1885 S. P. Thompson Electr, # Magn. § 345, 

8. in Chem. E represents the element Erbium. 

III. Abbreviations. 

a. E. *= various proper names, as Edward, Ellen; 
I m Engineer.(s) in CE. and R.E. b. = East, a 
I point of the compass, c. E.E., E. & O E. ( Comm .) 


*» errors ( and omissions) excepted, ct. E.M. — Earl 
Marshal, e. e.g. * Lat. exempli gratia for the 
sake of example. 

E, obs. form of He ; obs. Sc. form of Eye, 

E-, prefix', ME. OE. accented form of 
a-. See A- pref. 1 and M- p ref . 

3 ES-, prefix*, occas. variant of Y-. Ohs. 

33-, prefix 3 , L. e-, shortened form of ex-, out of, 
occurring in words ad. or f. L., as emit, evacuate ; 
see Ex-. 

Ea (fa), dial. [repr. OE. Sa, ME. M sh . 1 river.] 
A river, running water. Still in use in Lane. ; in 
the fen-country applied to the canals for drainage, 
in which sense it is usually spelt eau [as if a. 
F. eau water]. Also attrib. See also Aa. 

[c 1000 jElfric Gen. ii. 14 Seo feorfre ea ys gehaten Eu- 
frates.] 1781 J. Hutton Tour to Caves Gloss. (E. D. S.) 
Ea, a river along the sands on the sea shore. 1861 Smiles 
Lives Engineers I. 63 They . . surveyed the new eaus and 
sluices, .after which they returned to Ely. 1865 Kings- 
ley Herew. xx. They rowed away for Crowland, by many 
a mere and many an ea. 2875 Whitby Gloss. (E. D. S.), 
Ea-coorse, or Eau-course, the water-channel. 

Each, (ftj), a. (quasi-/r<w.) Forms: a, 1 gelc, 
celc, 2-3 eele, eslch, 3 ale, alch, 1-2 elc, 2-3 elch, 
(2 belch, 3 elhc), 2 ach(e, (ec), 3 eeehe, 3-6 
ech(e, 5-6 eieh, eyche, eache, 6 - each. j8: .1 yle, 
3-4 ilc, (3 il), 3-5 ilk(e, (3 Orm. illc, illk), 6- Sc. 
(see Ilk). 7. 2 nlch, 3-4 ilch(e, 5 ylehe, 2, 4-5 
uch(e, 4 6 ich(e, 5-6 ych(e, 5 . 1 sehwilc, 
-hwelc, -bwylc, 2 iwilch (rwil, iwi), iwulc(h, 
uwileh, (uwieh, uwil), (3 Orm. iwhillc), 4 uich. 
€. 1 (ces-, ^s-)hwilc, -hwelc, -hwylc, -wyle, 
2 aishwile, ewilch, eilc, 3 ewe (accus. eulne), 
2-4 euch, 5 (A?orf.) enych. [The historical forms 
inseparable from this word represent three distinct 
but nearly synonymous words in OE. 

1. OE. dele, app. = OFris. elltk, elk, ek, Du. elk, 
OHG. eogilih (MHG. iegelth , mod.G. jeglich ) 
WGer. phrase *aiwo(n galiko-z, corresp. to OE. d 
gelic (see A adv.. Ay, and Alike), The phrase 
may perhaps best be explained as evolved from the 
adverbial *aiwo{n galikd ‘ever alike’, = the fre- 
quent OHG. eogiUcho. In OE. (as in OFris. and 
Du.) the second word seems to have lost the 
prefix ge-, and the i of % &-Uc, *dlic, produced the 
umlaut in the first syllable. (See, however, 3 
below.) The OE. dele with long vowel is perhaps 
the ancestor of our modern form ; but already in 
the OE. period the vowel was dialectally short- 
ened, and appears as selc, elc, and ylc. The two 
former gave rise to such ME. forms as alc(k, ache, 
etch j the OE. ylc seems to be recorded only in 
the (Mercian) Vesp. Psalter, but must have 
been widely diffused, as it became in southern 
ME. ulch (it), ilch, in west midland uch (if), ich, 
and in east midland and north. Ilk, which still 
survives in north, dial, and in Sc. (Iu Havelok the 
form ilc, ilk is occas. reduced to il before a cons.) 

2, OE. gehwilc — OHG. gihweUh (see Y- and 
Which). This is the source of early ME. 
iwilch , iwulch, probably also of uwileh, uich\ it 
is possible also that the 1 4-1 5th c. uch(e may be 
from this source instead of being a continuation 
of the earlier uch (u) from OE. ylc. (Layamon 
writes iwildel , iwidel for iwile del ; similarly 
the Lambeth Homilies have uwil before cons., 
and accus. uwilne.) 


EACH, 


2 


EAGER, 


3. OE. (<%-, lg-)hwilc ** OHG. eogihwreUk , f. 
WGer. *aiwoKjn s OE, 4 A Ay, always + *gakwa- 
liko-z « OE. gehwilc (see above). . (The umlaut is 
supposed to be due to the i in £z-, earlier torrn of 
the prefix ge-.) This word seems to be represented 
in ME. by the forms ewilc{eulne for *eulcne accus. 
occurs once in Layamon), euych , eilc, ewe, euch ; 
the forms eich, eyche, in 1 5-1 6th c. may possibly in 
some cases belong to this series rather than to a, 
to which they are referred above.] 

A. Illustration of Forms. 

a, <7825 Vesp. Psalter civ. 33 And slog oelc frumbearn. 
cxooo Ags. Gasp. Matt. vii. 17 ^Elc god treow byrS gode 
waestmas. c 1173 Lamb, Horn. 13 Ic eou wulle werien wto 
elcne herm. Ibid. 75 Ec of heom wrat. .his uers. cxxq$Cot£, 
Horn, 217 fienche ^ie aelc word of him swete. <71200 Trin. 
Coll. Horn. 29 Elch pine of helle is fremed on fire fold wise. 
Ibid. 31 £>us deuel eggeS eelch man on his herte. Ibid, 91 
Elhc cristene man makeS fiis dai. .processio. Ibid . 99 Eches 
manues 'soule. Ibid. 145 Hie clensede heo seluen of ache 
synne. <71205 Lay. 13113 Wende seche ofter fiat hit weoren 
heore broker. Ibid. 14850 Habbe ale god mon his rihte. Ibid. 
29056 We fie wulleS jelden sixti hundred punden to alches 
acres firsten. <7 1430 Syr Getter, xxxiii, And cache a Prince 
bryng his semble. a 1500 MS. Sloane No. 1986 f. 30 in Dom. 

A rehit. II I. 69 In halle make fyre at eyche a mele. a 1500 
Miracle Plays (1838) 17 Leeve you not this eich one? 
*570 E. Googe Pop. Kingd. 52 .Eche heart was then 
per uersely bent, a 1580 Ld. Vaux in Farr’s P . 303 Why 
doest thou put thy trust In things eiche made of clay. 1593 
Hooker Bed. Pol. 1. ii. (1611)3 That which doth assigne 
vnto each thing the kinde, . . 

j8. c 825 Vesp. Psalter Ixxvii [i]. 5 1 And slog ylc frumbearn 
on eorSan. <1250 Gen. $ Ex. 119 Ilk gres, ilc wurt, ilc 
birShel tre. a 1300 Havelok 1740 II man to fier he cam fro. 
Ibid. 2112 Of his mouth it com ii del. 1340 Hampolk Pr. 
Consc. 584 pus foul with-in ilk man es. <71430 Syr Try am. 
1311 At ylke stroke the fyre owt braste. 

7. <71175 Lamb. Horn. 65 IJlche dei, <2x200 Moral 
Ode 90 in Cotti Horn. 165 Uches monnes fionc. <7 x200 
Trin, Coll. Horn. 181 Uch man of his wise noteS his swinch. j 
2307 Elegy Edit), I, xi, In uch bataille thou hadest pris. 

<? 1330 A rtk. fy Merl, 3666 Ich of hem wel noble was. c 1340 
Cursor M. 35 (Trin.) V che frayt, fiat men may fynde. c 1380 
"VVyclif Sel. Wks, III. 431 Ilche man fiat is ordeyned of God 
to be dampned. <7x400 Destr. Troy 4046 Now wete yche 
wegh. <7x450 Myrc 416 Vqhe dayes bred. 1538 Starkey 
England ij. ii. § 3 11871) 29 Ychone in hym selfe. Ibid. 38 
Loue euery man iche other. , , 

5 . <7825 Vesp. Psalter xi{i]. 2 Da idlan spreocende is anra 
gehwelc to Saem nestan. <71175 Lamb. Horn, xi Halden 
from uwilche swinke. Ibid. 13 Uwil mon. 1 bid. 17 God. . 
hauet ihaten uwilne..mon. Ibid. x?i Seh ut on iwulche 
half. Ibid. 133 WiS iwilche cristene monne fie he tosendeo 
his halie iwriten. ciz 00 Ormin 10784 Iwhillc man. c 1205 
Lay. 25664 pat lond iwelde iwidel. Ibid. 25880 He fie 
await iwildel. c 1275 , Luve Ron 125 in O. E. Misc. 97 
parinne is vichbalewes bote. — Pains of Hell 151 ibid. 151 
And heore ineward uyeh del. .Eft heo werpefi al in al. 

€. a 1000 Metr. Boeth. xiv. 9 iEghwelce daeg aecera [msend. 
c 1000 Ags. Gosp. Matt. vi. 34 iEghwylc [<7 1160 Hatton G. 
aighwile] dmg haefd genoh on hys agenum ymbhogan. c 1175 
Lamb. Horn , 17 pet fiu beode eilcmon ai swa fiu waldest 
fiet me dude fie. Ibid. 03 Ewilcum of fian wurhtan. c 1205 
Lay. 596 pe king . . heihte eulne mon. . <2x225 Leg. Kath. 
1231 On euch {Cotton MS. ewe] wise in fie world. <2x240 
Lofsong in Cott. Horn. 205 On euche half abuten. 1480-7 
Prior of Bromholm in Fasten Lett . 856 III. 277 Euych 
on in length xj 3erds. 

B. Sigixification and uses. 

I. As adj. used attrib . 

1 . Every (individual of a number) regarded or 
treated separately. 

The early use of each corresponded closely to the mod. 
use of its compound Every {—ever each), the only difference 
being that it has always been possible to use eackyih&a. only 
two things are referred to. Thus a sentence with a sing, 
subject preceded by each would (formerly) have been but 
slightly if at all altered in meaning by the substitution of a 
plural subject preceded by all. In modern usage each has 
assumed the sense of the .Lat. quisque, and. implies a 
distribution of the predicate or object parallel with the 
distribution of the subject (or conversely). An exception to 
this rule results from the fact that we cannot use every 
when only two persons or things are spoken of, so that in 
this case each retains its original extended use. . 

a. followed immediately by a sb. (In OE. 
sometimes pi. ; afterwards always sing.) 

<7xooo Sax. Leechd. I, 310 iElce wunde hyt gehaelefi. 
a 1x23 0 . E. Ckron. an. 1101 Rotb’t aelcegeare sceolde . . fireo 
fiusend marc habban. <7x250 Gen. fyEx.pZx Ilc wateres 
springe here strengde undede. <71350 Will. Paleme 1488 
Uch whh fiat it wist, c 1380 Wyclif Serm. Ixxxvii. Sel. Wks. 
I. 3ot Ebreus clepen ech water a see. c 1420 Sir A madace 
1 , Iche mon in thayre degre. 1482 Marg. Poston's Will 
in Lett. 86x III. 283 , 1 , wulle that ich houshold being my 
tenaunt there have v]d. 1598 J. Dickenson Greene in Cone. 
(1878) 153 The bodyes each-sicknesse may be expelled by 
choyce of symples. 1664 Evelyn Kal. H ort. (1729) 187 
Gardners had need each Star as well to know., as Sea- 
men, 174a Young NL Th. il 286 Each night we die, Each 
morn are bom anew. 1820 Keats Lamia 572 Before each 
lucid panel fuming stood A censer. 1874 Morley Com- 
promise (1886) 123 Each citizen of the latter is an incorpo- 
rated member of the former. 

f b. with a or an {one) before the sb. ( = mod. 
each, every). Ohs. (For Sc. examples see Ilka.) 

c 1x75 Lamb. Horn. 87 pet heo sculden offrien of elchan 
hiwscipe gode an lomb. <7x200 Ormin 5726 Illcanunnciene 
lusst. a 1300 E. B. Psalter lxxxviiiCix]. 13 In ilka land. 
<7 1350 Will. Palerne 511 Vch a burn of fiis world worschipefi 
him one. 1393 Langl. P. PLC. xxm. 19 He dronk of echo 
adiche, X432 Test. Ebor. n. (1855) 22, I wite to ilka prest. . 
uiij<£ <7x456 Toum. Tottenham xxa In Percy Reltq., In 
ycha stede ther thay me se* 


C. with one used absol. (often distributing a 
pi. subject or object ; cf. 4). In mod. use gener- 
ally superseded by every one , or by each absol. 
For Sc. examples see Ilkanje. 

971 Blickl. Horn. 127 Ex seghwylcum anum fiara hongafi 
leohtfaet. <7 1200 Ormin 503 patt illc an shollde witenn wel. 
a 1225 Leg. Kath. 57 Euclian bi his euene. <7x250 Gen. 

4- Ex. 1379 Him and ilc-on his kamel Wio watres dnne j 
ghe quemede wel. 1330 R. Brunne Citron. 165 With fio 
ladies ilkone. <7x340 Haw. fy Gr. Knt. 96 Leue vchon ofier, 
1420 E. E. Wills (1882) 52, I will fiat ilkon off fie other 
thre ordirs . . haue x marc. 1513 Douglas VEneis vn. 
vi. 55 The fader of goddis ichone. 1513 Bradshaw St. 
Werburge (1848) ix3Sne. .kyssedthem ycheon. 1535 Cover- 
dale Isa. xiii. 14 Euery man shal turne to his owne people, 

& fle echone. 1631 T. Powell Tom AU Trades 153 Every 
each one respectively. 

d. Phrases. On (T in) each side , + on each a 

side : (now usually = on both sides ’, formerly also 
= on euery side). In same sense, -fi oach 

half. Each day : + used attrib. and in genitive 
case in sense £ every day as applied to ^ clothing, 
etc. f Each other , . : ~ every other (i. e. every 
alternate). . . t Each a deal, f each deal : every 
whit, f Each kins : of every kind, every kind ol ; 
the northern form appears in one word as Ilkin. 

1375 Barbour Bruce xvi . 367 The . . lord of dowglass ay Had 
spyis out on ilka syde. <1420 Chron. Vilod. 724 Wepyng 
and sorwyng in yche a syde. x 55 x Turner Herbal D vja, 

It groweth . . of iche syde of the hygh way. 

c 1205 Lay, 14745 Bruttes . . heom to-holden in aechere 
halue. a 1225 Leg , Kath. 19 On euch half [=011 every side], 
1422 Will of Clanb owe (Sora. Ho.) Myn echedaies gown. 
1748 Richardson Clarissa (18x1) VI. 363 Itended ina com- 
promise for a fee each other time. 

a 1300 Cursor M. 1364 Had vnderstanden wele . . ilk [E. 
ilka] dele. <1325 Chron. Eng. in Ritson Metr. Rom. II. 
303 The traitour uchadel Sende hit to Denemarke. c 1400 
St. Alexius (Vern.) 334 Rsedde hit sifien vchadel. <7x440 
Generydes 697 His thought was sett oon hir yche deell. 

a 1250 Prov. Alfred 384 in O. E. Misc. 126 Uyches cunnes 
madmes. c 1250 Gen. Ex. 220 Ilc kinnes beste. 

e. Ever each', original form ol Every, q.v. 

f 2 . After without ( buton ) : == Any. Cf. All A, 4. 

<7 897 K. ^Elfred Gregory's Past. xl. 288 Butan mlcum ege. 
<•1x75 Cott. Horn. 227 Acenned of fie feder on hefene buton 
eicer moder. c 1300 Beket 480 Withoute ech delay. 

XI. Absol. (quasi -pron.) 

3 . With reference to a sb. going before, or fol- 
lowed by of. Sometimes incorrectly with pi. vb. 

a 1000 Caedmon's Gen. 1521 (Gr.) iElc hine selfa begrindefi 
gastes dugeSum. <1330 [see A. yj. c 1386 CHAUCER ih onkes 
T. 163 H<» . . maked ech of hem to been his thral. 1588 J. 
Udall Demonstr. Disc ip. (Arb.)so If God do vsually bestow 
doctrine and exhortation vpon seuerall persons, wherein 
eche is found to excell. 1678 R. Barclay Apol. Quakers 
xi. § 7. 354 Each made it their work to retire inwardly to 
the Measure of Grace in themselves. 1739 Chesterf. Lett. 
I, xxv. 93 Each of these verses have five feet. 1782 Cow per 
Gilpin 2x3 All and each that pass’d that way Did join in the 
pursuit. 1837 J. H. Newman Par. Serm. (ed. 2) III. xxii. 
354 Each has his own place marked out for him. 1871 Mor- 
ley Voltaire (1886) 3 Each did much to. .purify the spiritual 
self-respect of mankind, 

4 . Distributing a plural subj. or obj. So equal each 
to each, said in Geometry of corresponding parts.. 

<7 1000 Ags. Gosp. Matt. xx. 9 pa onfengon hig selc his 
pening. <7 1400 Beryn 83' Lo ! howe the clowdis worchyn, eche 
to mete his mach. <7 15x0 More Picus Wks. (1557) 9 A Eche 
of them after their deseruing. 1572 Mascall Govt. Cattle, 
Horses (1627) 151 Turmerick, long Pepper, graines of Bay- 
berries, of ech a halfe peny worth. 1697 Dryden Virg. 
Georg, iv. 258 Studious of Honey, each in his Degree. 1790 
Burke Fr. Rev . 19 His majesty’s heirs and successors, each 
in his time and order. 1840 Lardner Geom. 164 The ^com- 
ponent plates . , being equal . . each to each in magnitude. 
1848 Macaulay Hist. Eng. I. 309 The lords of the bed- 
chamber [had] a thousand a year each. 

f b. Each (uninflected) has been occas. used to 
distribute a pron. in genit. pi. 

16x5 Chapman Odyss. xiii. 149 Two rocks . . whose each 
strength binds The boist’rous waves in from the high-flown 
winds, 1704 Rowe Ulyss. n. i. 944 The massie Goblets.. 
Whose each capacious Womb. .Portended witless Mirth, 
c. Often with reference to price ; = apiece. 

Mod. They cost sixpence each. I paid sixpence each for 
them. 


5 . Each other : used as a reciprocal pronoun in 
acc,, dat, or genit. case ; = one another. 

Originally this was a phrase construed as in 4, each being 
the subject, and other (inflected in OE. doeme , <f&res, 
d&rum, etc.) being governed in acc., genit., or dat. by a verb, 
prep., or sb. This use still occurs arch, or poet, {each to 
other etc.). The words have however long become a com- 
pound (cf Du. elkander), so that we can say to each other, 
of each other, etc. To use the word as a nom. (‘We know 
what each other are doing ’) is a vulgarism occasionally 
heard. # 

a xooo Battle of Maldon 234 Us is eallum fiearf oaet 
ure aeghwylc ooerne bylde. <1200 Trin. Call. Horn. 
149 Pat we sholden biwepen ure eich oSres sinne. X258 
Proclam. Hen . Ill in Stubbs Sel. Chart. 388 pset sehc 
ofier helpe fiset for to done. 1398 Trevisa Barth. De 
P. R. v. xxix. (1495) 140 Foules that lyue by blode ete 
not eche other. 1480 Caxton Chron. Eng. ccxxiii. 222 
Thousandes fell to the grounde eche vp other. 1485 Ma- 
lory Arthur 11. vi, We wil helpe eche other. 1523 Ld. 
Berners .From. I. cxi. 133 [He] saluted them eche after 
other. 1538 Starkey England i. 2 Ych one to the profyt 
of other. 1594 T. B. La Primaud. Fr. Acad. 11. 338 
Helping eche other so farre as wee may. 16x5 Wadsworth 
in Bedell Lett. (1624) 7 HoW these two could be. .members 
..participant each of other. 2647 Clarendon Hist. Reb , 


1. [1702) I. 37 Justled each the other too much. 1667 Mil- 
ton P. L. iv. 682 Responsive each to others note. 1705 
Steele Tatler No. 47 f 2 These Two Lovers seem’d, .made 
for each other. x8x6 J. Wilson City of Plague 11. iii. XI 
That we may see each other’s faces. 1821 Keats Isabel xxi, 
Each unconfines His bitter thoughts to other. 1828 
Scott F. M. Perth II. 24 To defy each other to mortal 
combat. 

C. Combinations. 

Certain phrases beginning with each were for- 
merly written as single words (cf. everybody ): 
as each a dele ( ilkadel , uchadel ), each day s {eche- 
daies, cf. Sc. ilkaday) , each man ( eilcmon , cache - 
man), each one {echone, ichone, Ilkanjej; see ex- 
amples under A, B. See also Ilkin. 

Each, var. f. Eche v. Obs. 
f Ea*eh-w 3 ie*re« Obs. [f. Each + Where.] 
Everywhere, in every part, on every side, 

<7 1340 Cursor M. 33981 (Trin.) lesus preched vche where. 
<2x541 Wyatt Poet. Wks. 1x861) 50 Each where where 
man doth live. 1553 Short Catech. in Litu?gies, etc. Edw. 
VI (1844) 507 His Godhead is in such sort eachwhere, that 
it filleth both heaven and earth, a 1649 Drumm. of Hawth. 
Poems Wks. (3711) 43 From dark sepulchres each where. 
jSadmede, -mod, var. ff. Edmede, Obs., hu- 
mility, Edmod a , humble, 
t Ea*di, a. Obs. Forms: 1 <Sadi3, 2-4 eadi, 
2-3 sedi, sedi3, edi, eddi. [Com. Teut. : OE. 
eadig = OSax. Sdag, OHG. blag, ON. auMgr, 
wealthy, happy, Goth, audags happy, f. OTeut 
*audo-m, auao-z riches + -go- ; see -y.J 

1 . Rich, wealthy, luxurious. 

<*1000 Crist 3497 >Bosw.) Earm ic waes .. Smt Su wurde 
eadig. <1375 Lamb. Horn, sis pet he mid woh^e ne of-, 
sitte ne ermne ne eadine. a 1200 Moral Ode 227 m Lamb, 
Horn. 373 UnderstondeS nu tome edi [other MSS. eadi, 
edye, midi] men and arme. <1205 Lay. 2361 An eorb-hus 
eadi & feier. 

2 . Happy, fortunate, well-omened. Also, Blessed, 
saintly ; said of persons and their actions. 

<7825 Vesp. Psalter cxviii. (cxix.) x Eadge unwemme in 
wege. a 1000 Guthlac (Gr.) 147 SiftSan biorg gestaeh Eadig 
oretta. <1x75 Lamb. Horn. 47 -<Edie and blessede beon 
alle fieo fie ihereft godes weordes and heom athaldeS. a 1225 
Ancr. R. 142 Heo holden hire up mid hore lif holinesse, ant, 
mid hore eadie bonen. <1250 Gen. 4 Ex. 2086 ‘Me wore 
leuere,* quad Ioseph, ‘ Of eddi dremes rechen swep.’ c 13x5 
Shoreham 129 The eadi levedy [i.e. the Blessed Virgin]. 

Hence f (Orm.) [see -look.], hap- 

piness, prosperity, f Eadily adv., in a blessed 
or fortunate manner, t Eadiuess, happiness, 
prosperity ; blessedness. 

a xooo Beowulf fp r.) xoo Swa fia driht-guman dreamum 
lifdon eadiglice. c 1200 Trin. Coll. Horn. 33 pe fulle edi- 
nesse of paradis. c 1200 Ormin 5706 he sexte seollfiess asdig- 
le33c. a 1225 Ancr. R. 328 Edmodnesse eadiliche bigileS 
ure Louerd. <3x240 Ureisun in Cott. Horn. 189 pu hauest 
fiin edinesse, and ti muchele heh-schipe. 

Eadisli, obs. form of Eddish. 

+ Ea'dness. Obs. Forms: I eadnis, 2 ed- 
nesse. [OE. eadnis, i. lad wealth * OHG. St, 6d, 
ON. audr OTeut. *auito-m, aiido-z ; see -NESS. 
(The OE. iad adj. wealthy is of doubtful genuine- 
ness.) Cf. Eadi, Eadiness.] Happiness, luxury 
a xooo Runic Poems (Gr.) 4 Os by <5 . .eorla gehwam eadnis 
and tohyht. c xaoo Trin. Coll. Hqju. 75 Ednesse letteft fie 
mannes shrifte. 

Eager, var. form of Eagre, tidal wave. 

Eager (?'g^)> Forms: 3-7 egre, 4-5 
egor, egyr, 4-6 egir, 5 eegre, 5-6 aygre, 6 
eigre, eygre, eger, egar, aeygre, 7 segre, 6- 
eager. [a. OF. aigre sharp, keen, sour L. acre-m 
acc. of acer sharp, pungent, swift, strenuous, 

(Senses x, 2, 4, 5 are taken from Fr,; 6 seems a specially 
Eng. development.)] 

X. Of material things or physical conditions. 

+ 1 . Pungent, acrid, keen to the taste or other 
senses. Of medicines : Sharp or violent in opera- 
tion. Of diseases : Acute, severe. Obs. 

<1374 Chaucer Boeth. (1868) i.v. 25 A more mygty and more 
egre medicine. 1544 Phaer Regim. Lyfe (1546) I j. Those 
diseases are excedynge egre, sharp and almost importable 
of peyne. 1574 Newton Health Mag. 14 To mingle . , sweete 
ana toothsome with sower and eigre. c x6oo Shaks. S onn.. 
cxviii, To make our appetites more keene With eager com- 
pounds we our pallat vrge. x6ox Holland Pliny xix. v, 
Of all this bulbous kind, the Sea-onyon is reputed chiefe.. 
there is not any more aegre and biting than it. 
b. Said of cold (after quot. 1602). 

1602 Shaks. Ham. 1. iv. 2 It is a nipping and an eager 
ayre. 1854 J. Kennedy Swallow B. (3860) 300 Imparted an 
eager chilliness to the atmosphere, 1884 Stevenson New 
Arab. Nts. 180 The eager air of the seaside, 
t e. fig. Of words : Biting, keen. Obs. 
cx 386 Chaucer Melibeud F 212 Thou shalt rather .* 
flee fro the sweete wordes of flaterynge preiseres than fro 
the egre wordes of thy freend. 1593 Shaks. 3 Hen. VI, n. 
vi, 68 Vex him with eager Words. — Rich. II, 1. L 49 The 
bitter clamour of two eager tongues. 

+ 2 . spec. Sour, acid, tart. Obs. [So Fr. aigre, J 
<7x350 Med. MS. in Archaeol. XXX. 352 Eysyl or egyr 
wyn. <1460-70 Bk. Quintessence 4 Corrupt wiyn, fiat is, 
rotyn, but not egre. 1575 Art of Planting 39 The wylde 
and eager Cherry tree. 1602 Shaks. Ham. 1. v. 69 It doth. 

? osset And curd like Aygre droppings into Miike. axqxq 
arnell Hermit 39 Bread of the coursest sort, with eager 
wine. 1727 Bradley Fam. Diet. I. s. v. Brewing, It was 
hard to brew Drink which would be fine before it was eageo 
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&. fa. Of a cutting instrument: Sharp (obs. 
rare*) b. techn . Of certain tools : ‘ Biting* keenly. 

c i6ix Chapman Iliad x. 150 The eager razor’s edge. 
1831 J. Holland Manuf. Metals II. 139 [The tool repre- 
sented in the figure] is what the artisan calls an eager tool, 
and is used for roughing the work ; it has a . . semicircular 
edge, so formed as to bite keenly. 

f 4 , Of metals : Imperfectly tempered, brittle. 
Obs. [So Fr. aigre, opposed to doux.~\ 

1580 North Plutarch 378 The Iron Coyn of Sparta, .was 
so eager and brittle by means of this temper, that, etc. 1690 
Locks Hum. Und. iil vi. § 35 Gold will be sometimes so 
eager .. that it will as little endure the Hammer as Glass 
itself. 1763-6 W. Lewis in Phil. Trans. XCI 1 I. 78 note. 
Iron or steel . . render gold hard and eager. 

II. Of living beings or their attributes. 

+5. Strenuous, ardent, impetuous ; fierce, angry. 
Said of persons, their actions and attributes. 
Obs. 

1297 R. Glouc 80 pis Bri tones were so egre. .pat po Ro- 
maynes and here kyng gonne fle atte laste. £-1380 Sir 
Feruntb. 144 Roland answerede wyp egre mod. c 1400 
Destr. Troy 5445 Ymasus, yrfull, egor of wllle. 1475 Bk. 
Noblesse, Cruell and egre werre. 1485 Malory Arthur 
1. xiv 1x817) With an egyr countenaunce. 13x3 Douglas 
yEneis ix. xi. 28 Egyr of thar wyllis. _ 1533 Fardle Facions 
pref. X7 Echone contendeth with eigre mode and bitter 
dispute. 16x0 Holland Camden’s Brit. n. 137 His most 
segre enemy. 1667 Decay Chr. Piety ix. §1. 298 Glut the 
eagerest malice. 1733 Cheyne Eng. Malady 11. viii. § 7 
(1734) 201 When the Conflict, .is very hot, brisk, and eager, 
we all agree to call it a Fever. 

f lb. Of beasts and birds of prey : Fierce, savage. 
Also transf Obs. 

ex 386 Chaucer Clerkes T. 1143 Egre as is a Tygre. 1530 
Palsgr. 311/1 Egar, fierce, .as a wyld beest is, 1583 Stany- 
hurst yEneis 1. (Arb.) 21 The southwynd merciles eager. 

0 . Of persons: Full of keen desire or appetite; 
impatiently longing to do or obtain something. 
Const, inf . ; after , for , fof (the thing desired); 
about, in , f upon (a task, matter, or concern). 
Also of desires qr appetites : Intense, impatient. 

CX400 Destr. Troy 3753 Menelay the mighty was.. 
Auntrus in armys, eger of wer. 1561 Norton & Sackv. 
Gorboduc 1008 After bloud so eigre were thy thirst. 1396 
Spenser F, Q. i. viii, 6 Eger greedinesse. 1647 Claren- 
don Hist. Red. 1. I. 40 He.. found others to be less eager 
in the pursuit of his Friendship. 1693 Blackmore Pr. 
Artk. ix. 432 Eager of fame, and. of the promis’d Prize. 
1719 De Foe Crusoe (1840) L 319 The Captain was so eager 
„ . that he could hardly have Patience to let him come so 
near as to be sure of him. 1732 Law Serious C. xii. (ed 2) 
189 He is eager upon it, 1751 Johnson Rambl. No. 153 P5 
Eager of any intelligence that might increase it. 1759 
Robertson Hist. Scot. 1 . 11. 133 She had become acquainted 
with the eager and impatient temper of the nation. 1769 
— Chas. V, IIL vn. 2 He was eager for war. 1793 
Burke Corr. (1844) IV. 177, I am not now so eager about 
your coming to town as I was. 1796 Morse Amer. Geog. 
I. 291 The enemy, .being eager in plundering the baggage 
of the dead. 1836 Thirlwall Greece III. xix. 106 They 
are . . eager for foreign expeditions. 1849 Ruskin Sev. 
Lamps v. § 10. 146 How much of imperfection, .the eyes of 
those eager builders could endure. 1883 Manck. Exam. 
26 Nov. 4/2 Makers are not eager to book fresh orders. 

Tb. Of actions, gestures, looks, etc.: Character- 
ized by or manifesting alacrity or impatient desire. 

Phrases like eager conflict, pursuit , originally belonged 
rather to 5, but modem feeling connects them with this sense. 

1697 Dryden Virg. Georg. 11. 645 Early Visitants, With 
eager Eyes devouring. .The breathing^ Figures of Corinth- 
ian Brass. 173a Berkeley Alciphr.n. §16 Wks. 1871 II. 
84 Those gentlemen who are called men of pleasure, from 
their eager pursuit of it. 1853 Robertson Serm. Ser. iil 
xi (1876) 1 31 An epistle abounding with the most earnest 
and eager controversy. 1866G. Macdonald A nn. Q. Neighb. 
xiii. (1878) 253 The unconsciously eager way in which he 
looked at the eatables. 1873 Buckle Civilis. viii. 457 Eager 
in upholding rights of kings. 

f 7 . spec. Hungry (? orig. techn. in Falconry). 
Of the eyes : Hungry-looking. Obs. 

i486 Bk. St. Albans Cvj, The hawke will be very eegre 
and gleetous of the seekeness. 1575TURBERV. Bk. Falconrie 
160 When your falcons be skoured and cleane so as beyng 
sharp set they may be called hungrie hawkes, or as faulco- 
ners tearme them eagre hawkes. 1693 W. Robertson 
Pkraseol. Gen. 516 Eager or sharp set, i. e. hungry. 17 xz 
Steele Sped. No. 266. F 2 Her eyes were wan and eager. 
1766 Anstey Bath Guide v, 75 Your Frenchman so eager, 
With all his Soup Meagre. 

III. Comb., as eager-eyed, - hearted \ - looking 
adjs. ; also f eager-dulce, -sweet a., acid and 
sweet. [Cf. Aigke-doux, Agrodolce.] 

1820 Keats Eve St. Agnes iv, The carved angels, ever 
eager-eyed. 1805 Wordsw. Incut. Favourite Dog 11 Every 
dog js eager-hearted. 1825 Bro. Jonathan II. 77 His eager- 
looking red eyes. 1548 U dalj, Erasm. par. Luke 3 a, The 
eagredulce sauce of the paraphrase. Ibid. Pref. 5 b, If with 
vinegre it be made eagredulce. Ibid. 3 Eagredulce. 1616 
Surfl. & Markh. Countr. Farm 416 As concerning Ciders 
..the eager sweet are much better . . than the harsh sweet. 

f Ea'ger, v. Obs . Also 4-5 egren. [ad. OF. 
aigrier, aigroier ; cf. prec,] Irons. To excite, 
irritate, provoke ; in quot. 1 1581 to irritate physic- 
ally ; also refl. to become exasperated. 

C1374 Chaucer Boeth. (1868) iv. vi 141 J>e nature of som 
man is so . , vncouenable }>at..pouerte. .myjte ra)>er egren 
hym to done felonies. £1400 Destr. Troy 7329 He angurt 
hym full euyll, & egerd hym with, *581; Mulcaster Posi- 
tions xyi. (1887) 77 They that be gawled or byled within, 
may neither runne nor wrastle, for eagering the inward. 


Eagerly (Pgoili), adv. [f. Eager a. + -ly 2 .} 
fi. Sharply, pungently, keenly; violently, harshly, 
severely. Obs. 

1377 Langl. P. PI. B. xix. 376 panne welled water for 
wikked werkes, Egerlich emynge out of mennes eyen. 
c 1450 Knt. de la Tour (1868) 82 The more the synne is ab- 
hominable the egerlyer thei be tempted bi the deuelle. 1480 
Caxton Ovid's Met. xi. xxi, I am more aigrely tempested, 
than he was wyth the floodes of the see. 1553 Bale Voca~ 
cyon in Harl. Misc. (Malh.) I. 341 Within li dayes after 
was I sick agayn, so egerly, etc. 3603 Knolles Hist. Turks 
(1621) 650 Raine, which frose so eagerly .. that it seemed 
the depth of Winter had . . been come in. ; 

fb. To bear eagerly [tr. aside ferre , Vulg. ; cf. 
also Lat. segre ferre , which may have been some- 
times confused] : to take amiss, be grieved at Obs. 

1382 Wyclip Ecclus. iv. 9 Egreli or heuyly bere thou not 
in thi soule. 1491 Caxton Vitas Pair. (W. de W.) 1. xxxv. 
{1495) 29 a/i, Whyche thynge . .Cypryan bare aygrely. 1598 
Chapman Iliad 1 . 99 Agamemnon rose, eagerly bearing all. 
f 2 . Angrily, fiercely, bitterly, malignantly. Obs. 
1377 Langl. P. PL B. xvi.64 Egrelich he loked on me. 
<•1450 Lonelich Grail xxxvii. 698 A lyown that loked ful 
egerlye. 1609 B. Jonson Sil. IVom. 11. ii. 81 Him she loves 
most, she wijU seeme to hate eagerliest. 

3 . Impetuously, swiftly. [Now only in phrases 
like eagerly pursuing, which approach sense 4). 

1330 R. Brunne Chron. 39 To j>e cite pei went egrely, Sc 
did po kynges fle. 1375 Barbour Bruce vi. 427 Douglas . . 
full egirly Assalit. c 1450 Merlin x. 158 He. .rode a-gein 
hym full egerly. 1613 Shaks. Hen. VIII , in. ii. 240 How 
eagerly ye follow my disgraces. 1655 Earl Orrery Par* 
then. (1676) 23 Who were eagerly pursuing the Parthians. 

4 . In an eager manner; with impatient desire, 
promptitude, or alacrity. 

i6ox Shaks. Jul. C. v. iii. 7 Brutus . . hauing some ad- 
uantage on Octauius, Tooke it too eagerly. 3719 De Foe 
Crusoe (1840) II. viii. 184 Eagerly hungry. 1781 Gibbon 
Deck F. III. 1x4 The oath of fidelity was eagerly taken by 
every order of the state. 1835 Macaulay Hist. Eng. III. 
546 An unprincipled minister eagerly accepted the . services 
of these mercenaries. 1867 Smiles Huguenots Eng. x. (1880) 
156 Thanksgivings, .in which the people eagerly took part. 

Eagerness (f-gsines). [f. Eager a. + -ness.] 
The state or quality of being Eager. 
f I. a. Pungency of taste, b. Acidity, sourness. 
1490 Arnolde Chron. (1811) 112 Alle maner auenturs 
. ,ot alle the sayd wynes, lecage forth and egirnesse of 
the same oonlyexcepte. 1538 Warde tr .Alexis' Seer. (1568) 
xo6a, Sugre for to moderate the eygrenesse of the Alome. 
x6ox Holland Pliny xix. viii, Senvie. .stewed in some con- 
venient liquor, in such sort, as a man shal not. .complaine 
of any eagernesse that it hath. 1713 Lond. Country 
Brew. n. (1743) 104 By.. Boiling, the Wort is. .more able to 
resist Eagerness and Putrefaction. 

* 1 * 2 . Acerbity, bitterness, irritability. Obs. 

1475 Bk. Noblesse 4 Ire, egrenesse, and feersnesse is 
holden for a vertu in the lion. 1571 Golding Calvin on Ps . 
xviil I. 56 Saul had persecuted him with greater furie and 
egrenesse than all the rest. 1624 Bedell Lett. ii. 47 This 
eagrenesse is not mutuall. 

1 3 . Of metals : Defective temper, brittleness. 

3622 Malynes Anc. Law-Merch. 289 It taketh away the 
eagrenesse of Brasse. 

4 . Keenness, swiftness. 

1831 J. Holland Manuf. Metals I. 290 These stones 
[grindstones for cutlery] are of a peculiar grit, and cut with 
great eagerness. 

f 5 . Impetuosity, fierceness. Obs. 
c 1400 Melayne 915'Aftir armours he askede tytte, For 
egernesse he loughe. 1485 Malory A rthur i. xv (1817) They 
were so couragyous that many Knyghtes shoke. .for egrenes. 
1665 Manley Grotiud Low-C. IVarrs 417 Nor the Sea 
it self, can put a stop to their [bears’] eagerness. 1678 
Earl Murray in Lauderdale Pap . (1885) IIL ixxx. 131 
The Kinge . . becaem paell and he shouke withe eagernes. 

0 . Keenness of appetite or desire ; impatient haste 
to do or obtain something. Const, of for, or inf. 

i486 Bk. St. A Ibans A vij b, Mony an hawke for eger- 
nesse when he shulde nomme a fowle he seesith bot the 
federis. 1589 Puttenham Eng. Poesie(iS 6 g) 239 Industrie , is 
a liuely and vnweried search and occupation in honest things, 
egernesse is an appetite in base and small matters. 1665 
Boyle Occas. Refl. (1675)69 We. .find not. , that Satisfaction 
. . that the Eagerness of our unruly Appetites promises us. 
1697 Dryden Virg. Georg. Ded., An eagerness of Learning 
more. 1741 Richardson Pamela 1 . 18 ‘What say’stthou my 
Girl?’ said he, with some Eagerness. 1870 Bryant Homer 
I. vl 184 Let no man through eagerness for spoil Linger 
behind the rest. 

Eagle sb. Forms : 4-7 egle, 5 egylie, 

6 aegle, 6-7 8egle, 6- eagle ; also 4-5 a negle, 
neggle. [ME. egle , a. OF. egle, aigle Pr. aiglet, 
It aquila, Sp., Pg. aguila L. aquila.) 

1 . The name commonly given to any of the 
larger Diurnal Birds-of-prey which are not Vul- 
tures ; though some birds are accounted Eagles by 
ornithologists which are smaller than certain 
Buzzards. Two species of Eagle are natives of 
Britain; the Golden Eagle (Aquila chrysaetus), 
almost confined in these islands to the mountainous 
parts of Scotland and Ireland; and the Sea, or 
White-tailed Eagle ( Haliaetus albicilla) found on 
the coasts of the same countries. Much resembling 
the latter is the Bald or White-headed Eagle 
(AT. leucocephalus), the emblematic bird of the 
United States of America. 

The strength, keen vision, graceful and powerful 1 flight of 
the eagle are proverbial, and have given to him the title of 
the king of birds. 


£2380 Wyclip Serm, xxx. Sel. Wks. II. no Lyke to a 
fleynge egle. 138a — jfer. iv. 13 Swiftere than eglis his 
hors. £ 1475 Voc. in Wr-W uicker 701 H ec aquila, a negylie. 
Ibid. 76 x A egyle. 1535 Coverdale Ohad. 4 Though thou 
wentest vp as hye as the Aegle, 1606 Holland Sue ton. 

8x An /Egle snatched a peece of bread out of his hand. 1607 
Shaks. Timon iv. iii. 224 These moyst Trees, That haue 
out-liu’d the Eagle. 1766 JPennant Zool. (1768) 1 . 123 Eagles 
are remarkable for their longevity. 1863 Lowell Poet. 
IVks. (1879) 391/2 Ninety miles off as the eagle flies. 2878 
Browning La Saisiaz 25 Can I make my eye an eagle’s? 

b. with prefixed word defining the species. 

1688 I. Clayton in Phil, Trans. XVII. 989 The largest I 

take to be that they call the Grey Eagle. 1790 Pennant 
Tour in Scotl. II. 24 Sea Eagles breed in ruined towers, 
but quit the country in winter ; the black eagles continue 
there the whole year. 3803 Pic Nic No. 6 (x8o6) I, 224 
The fierce bald-eagle, tyrant of thy native woods. __ 1863 
Gould Birds of Australia I. 9 The natural disposition of 
the Wedge-tailed Eagle leads it to frequent the interior 
portion of the country. 

c. fg. (often with allusion to 2 a, b.) 

2611 Shaks. Cymb. v. v. 473 Our princely Eagle Th’ Im« 
periall Caesar. 1664 Marvell Corr , Wks. 1872-5 II. 126 
Those two Sonnes of the Russian Eagle. 1821 Shelley 
Hellas 47 Russia's famish’d eagles Dare not to prey beneath 
the crescent’s light, 1847 Tennyson Princ. iv. 64 Hope, a 
poising eagle. 

2 . A figure of the bird used for any purpose : 

a. as an ensign in the Roman army, and as ah 
ensign and badge in the French army under the 
empire. 

? a 1400 Morte Arth. 360 Hys egle to touche, pat borne eat 
in his banere. 1601 Holland Pliny I. 273 Caius Marius., 
ordained, that the legions . . should haue the Egle for 
their standard. 1720 Ozell Vertofs Rom. Rep. II. xi. x6i 
Cinna flatter’d Valerius, .that Sylla’s Soldiers. .would soon 
desert to his Eagles. 1812 Wellington Disp. 21, 24 July 
in Examiner 24 Aug. 535/2 The Eagles and Colours taken 
from the enemy. 18x5 J. W. Croker in Papers (1884) I. iii, 
73 The broken eagles which the French soldiers wore on 
the fronts of their caps. 1862 Merivale Rom. Emp. (1865) 
IV. xxxviii. 348 Their eagles were retained as trophies. 

b. as an armorial bearing; esp. of the Holy 
Roman Empire, and of the various modem em- 
pires, as the Austrian, French, German, and Rus- 
sian. Also as the badge of an order of knighthood, 

£ 1386 Chaucer Monkes T. 393 The feeld of snow, with 
thegle of blak ther-Inne. 2705 Lond. Gaz. No. 4182/1 _A 
new Order of Knighthood, called the Order of the White 
Eagle. 2707 Ibid. No. 4354/2 Knight of the Order of the 
Prussian Eagle. 2845 S. Austin tr. Ra?ike’s Hist. Ref. 

I. 1. 149 The . . cities . . which bear the imperial eagle in 
their arms. 

c. as the sign (or appellation) of an inn. 

1556 Chron. Gr. Friars (1852) 75 At the syne of the 
Eggylle, 

3 . Applied to certain objects made in the form 
of an eagle ; such as a brass (or wooden) lectern 
in a church ; the ampulla containing the anointing 
oil used at coronations ; a clasp for a belt, etc. ‘ 

1766 Entick London IV, 213 The reader’s desk is an Ip- 
closure . . in which is a. . . brass pillar supporting an eagle. 
1820 A. Taylor Glory of Regal. 61 A spoon into which the 
oil is poured from the beak of the eagle. 1836 Parker 
Gloss. Archil I. 287 A common form for brass lecterns, .is 
that of an eagle. , with wings expanded to receive the book. 
1842 Tennyson Godvva 43 She .. Unclasp’d the wedded 
eagles of her belt, 2852 Thackeray Esmond if. vi, Mr. 
Tusher. .read from the eagle. 

4 . The asterism Aquila, one of the northern 
constellations, f Eagle -star, Altair or a Aquila?. 

2552 Recorde Cast. Knozvl. 264 Towarde the southe, is 
the Egie, mcludynge 9 starres- 1602 Holland Pliny 

II. 522 From the Egle-star. _ 1868 Lockyer Heavens (ed. 3) 
329 In the west appears Atair, in the Eagle. 

5 . A coin bearing the image of the bird ; spec. 
a coin of base metal current in England at the 
accession of Edward I ; a gold coin of the United 
States, value ten dollars. Double-eagle : a U. S, 

| coin worth twenty dollars. 

[£ 1350 W. Hemingburgh Chronicon (1849) II, 287 Monetas 
pessimi metalli, pollardorum, crocardorum . . aquilarum, 
etc ] 1753 Chambers Cycl.Supp.s.v., He. .decry’d the use of 
these Eagles, and other the like kinds of base coin, a 2850 
Rossetti Dante fy Circ. 1. (1874) 209 Quite a glut of eagle- 
pieces. 2860 Bartlett Diet. Amer. s.v., There are also 
double-eagles of twenty dollars, as well as half and quarter* 
eagles. 

6. Sea Eagle : fa. properly the White-tailed 
Eagle (Haliaetus albicilla), which older writers 
confounded with the Osprey or so-called Fishing 
Eagle. Pennant, Brit. Zool. (1*166) 140, refers to 
Sibbald as having applied this name to the Skua. 

; 1766 Pennant Brit. Zool. 63. ■ 

b. a species of Skate, Myliobates marginaid. 
[So Fr. aigle de mer ; see quot.] 

1847 Carfenter Zool. § 584 The Myliobates receives its 
common name of Sea-eagle from having the pectoral fins 
of extreme breadth, so that it much resembles a bird of prey 
with its wings expanded. .. • 

+ 7 . Arch. The gable of a house ; the pediment 
of a temple, [transl. L. aquila, Gr. aer6s, akroipa.'] 
1682 Wheier Joum, Greece v. 360 The Figures of the 
Front, which the Antients called the Eagle. Ibid. 388 On 
the highest point of the Eagle is a broad Stone laid. 1751 
Chambers Cycl. s.v. 

f 8. Cant. ‘ The winning Gamester * {New Cant . 
Diet. 1725). Obs . 
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9. Angling. A kind of artificial fly. 

1867 F. Francis Angling x. (18S0) 360 There are two 
Eagles, the grey and yellow. 

10. Comb. a. attrib., as eagle-bark, -claw, -eye, 
-flight, -height, -plume, -plumage, - radiance , -speed, 
-spirit, - standard ; "b. objective, as eagle-baffling 
aaj., - bearer ; c. parasynthetic deriv.,as eagle-billed, 
-pinioned, -sighted, -winged adjs. ; eagle-like adj. and 
adv. Also eagle-cock, a weather-cock; eagle- 
fisher, the Osprey; f eagle-flower, the Balsam 
(Impatiens Balsamina) ; eagle -ray, -skate (-* 
sense 6 b) ; f eagle-wit, a person, of penetrating 
intellect. Also Eagle-eyed, -hawk, -owl, -stone. 

1821 Shelley Prometh. XJnb. 1. i. 20 This wall of ^eagle- 
baffling mountain. 1875 Browning Arisioph. Apol. Ais- 
khulos’ bronze-throat * eagle-bark at blood. 2638 Rowland 
Moufefs Theat, Ins . 939 The mouth forked and *Eagle- 
bill’d. 1883 Fisheries Exhib. Catal, 195 *Eagle-claw trap. 
1667 E. Chamberlayne St. Gt. Brit. 1. hi. x. (1743) 213 On 
it was a Cross, . and on that an *Eagle-cock of Copper gilt. 
[1603 Chettle, etc. Patient Grissil (1841) 12 Women have 
*eagle’s eyes To pry even to the heart. J 1819 J. Q. Adams 
in C. Davies Metr. Syst hi. (1871) 120 The eagle eyes of 
informers. # 1855 Longf. Hiaw. x. 145 Hiawatha.. hardly 
touched his *eagle-feathers As he entered at the doorway. 
2849 C. St. John Tour Suthld. I. 24 A shepherd told us 
of a nest of the *Eagle Fisher. 2831 G allenga tr. Mariettas 
Italy 337 *Eagle-flight of genius was out of the question 
with him. 1786 Chambers CycL (ed. Rees) s. v. Bctlsamine , 
The other [species] is from 'China, .most commonly called 
the immortal *eagle-flower. 1741 Comp l, F am. -Piece 11. 
5 ii. 386 Trees and Shrubs which are now in Flower, as.. 
Genistella, Eagle Flower. 1884 Tennyson Becket 29 At 
such an ^eagle-height 1 stand, ax 600 J. Bryan Ps. cxxvii. 
in Farr's S. P. 335 '* Eagle-like his fame shall mount. _ a 1626 
R. Harris Hezekiah's Recov. (1630) 29 Good men will bless 
God for an eagle-like body. 2800 Burns Wks. III. 301 
Dangers, ^eagle-pinioned, bold, Soar around each cliffy 
hold. iSir Scott Roderick 28 Morena’s *eagle-plume 
adorned his crest. 1813 Scott Trierm. u. ix, *Eagle-plum- 
age deck’d her hair. 2717 Fenton Poems 160 (Jod.) The 
nectar'd sweets supply *Eagle-radiance to the faded eye. 
2836 Gosse Marine Zool. n. 151 Myliobatis (Cuv.) *Eagle 
Ray. Head projecting ; pectorals extended like wings. 1388 
Shaks. L.L.L.xv. iii. 226 What peremptory *Eagle-sighted 
eye Dares looke? 1637 Hey wood Roy. Kings 1. i. Wks. 1874 
VI, 7 , 1 was borne Eagle-sighted, and to gaze In the Suns 
fore-head. 2641 J. Jackson True Evang. T. n. 213 S. John 
having written his Eagle-sighted Gospel. 2882 St. James' s 
Gas. 15 Mar. 6 / 1 The formidable sting-ray, ^eagle-skate, or 
there. 1725 Pope Odyss. 1. 413 Abrupt, with ^eagle-speed 
she cut the sky. 1817 Byron Lament Tasso 2 *Eagle-spirit 
of a child of song. 1811 Scott Roderick 42 On *eagle- 
standards and on arms he gazed. 2593 Shaks. Rich. II, 
iii. 129 The *eagle- winged pride Of sky-aspiring and am- 
bitious thoughts. 1675 J. Smith Chr. Relig. Appeal 11. 12 
The Eagle-wing’d Evangelist. 1864 Pusey Led. Daniel 
iii. 212 The eagle- winged lion of Daniel. 2663 Glanvill 
Seeps. Sci. xx, 129 Aristotle would have fainted before he 
had flown half so far, as that *Eagle-wit [ Descartes], 

Eagle (rg’l), v. nonce-wd. [f. the sb.] intr. 
To fly as an eagle. Also, To eagle it. 

2652 Benlowes Tkeoph. To my fancy, fyc., Eagling T>ove 
transitory Sphears. 18 68 R. Buchanan Wallace 1. ii, 
Thou’dst play the eagle in thy borrowed plumage ; Whose 
are the feathers wherewith thou wouldst eagle it ? 

f Ea*gled, ppl. a. Obs. or nonce-wd. [f. Eagle 
sb. +-ED 2 .] a. Furnished with the image of an 
eagle ; having an eagle or eagles, b. Resembling 
an eagle in form or action ; eagle-like. 

2628 Bolton Floras (1656) 296 Hee carried upon his own 
shoulders the EagledEnsigne into the Camp. 1660 Water- 
house AmtsfyArm. 225 Souldiers haue the start of Scholars 
in their Eagled strength. 

Ka*gle~ey : ed, a. [see Eagle io c.] Having 
an eye like an eagle ; keen-sighted, lit. and Jig. 

2601 Bp. Barlow Eagle Body (2609) E iva, Faith, being 
Eagle eyed, can . . see the maiestie of God. 1625 Hart 
Anat. Ur. 11. iii. 65 The most eagle-eyed Physitian. a 2703 
Burkitt On N. T. John viii. 22 It is a false zeal that is 
eagle-eyed abroad, and blind at home. 2800 Weems Wash- 
ington v. {1877) 35 The eagle-eyed friendship of Mr. Waller 
quickly discovered him. 

E agle-h.aw*k. Transl, of Fr. aigle-autour , 
Cuvier’s name for a South American bird of prey of 
the genus Morphnus, called Spizaetus by Vieillot. 

The name is found in Griffith’s transl. (1829) of Cuvier’s 
Regne Animal, but never came into English use, 

Ea*gle-OW l. A nocturnal bird of prey {Bubo 
ignavus ), tne largest of the Owl tribe inhabiting 
Europe. 

2678 Ray Willughly's Omith. 99 The great Horn-Owl 
or Eagle-Owl. 1766 Pennant Zool. 71 The great eagle 
owl has once been shot in Yorkshire, 2849 Knox Or- 
nith . Rambles 286 There has been for many years a mag- 
nificent living collection of Eagle owls at Arundel Castle. 

Ea-gleship. nonce-wd. [f. Eagle sb. + -ship.] 
The position or dignity of an eagle. 

2748 Richardson Clarissa {2822) IV. 24, I always illus- 
trated my eagleship, by aiming at the noblest quarries. 

T Ea gless. Obs. rare— 0 , [ad. OF. aiglesse.] 
A female eagle. 

2612 Cotgr., Aiglesse, an Eaglesse ; a henne Eagle. 

Ea*gle»sto’ne. [See Aetites, and quot, 1 601 .] 
= Aetites. 

c 2440 Bone Flor. 390 An egyll and a charbokull stone, 
*601 Holland Pliny II. 590 The iEgle-stones called Aetites 
.. it is said that . . without them the iEgles cannot hatch. 
2686 Lend. Gaz . No. 2126/4 An Eagle Stone, tied up in a 
piece of black Ribon. .lost the 29th Instant. 1733 Chambers 
Cycl. Sapp. s.v. AL tiles, The finest and most valued of all 
the eagle-stones, are accidental states of one or other of our 


common pebbles. 2796 Morse Amer. Geog. II. 26 Norway 
produces crystals, .thunder stones, and eagle-stones. 2879 
Syd. Soc. Lex. s.v. Aetites, The eagle-stone ; a stone, hol- 
low and containing another substance within it ; the. - shell 
of clay-iron stone; the. .nucleus, of variable composition. 

Eaglet (rglet). Also 7 eglet. [a. hr. aiglette, 
dim. of aigle Eagle ; see -et.] A young eagle. 

2572 Bossewell Armorien. 68 b, This birde Ossifraga . , 
bryngeth vp the Eaglet so cast out. 2628 Wither Brit. 
Rememb. v. 1660 When Eglets are first taught to flye. 1795 
Southey Joan of A rc x. 377 Went like eaglets to the prey. 
1832 Tennyson CEnone 208 The callow eaglet, 
b. as a charge in heraldry. 

1611 Guillim Heraldry iii. xvii. 158 On a bend gules, 
three Eaglets displaied. 2864 Boutell Heraldry Hist, fy 
Pop. x iv. § 1 (ed, 3) 258 The well-known Shield of Piers de 
Gaveston. .vert, six eaglets or. 

Ea’gle-WOCCL Also 8 agal-wood. [transl. F. 
bois d' aigle, Pg. pao d'aguila, a perversion of 
Malayalam ayil, or some other vernacular form 
of Skr. aguru (Yule). Cf. Agalloch.] 

Another name for Agalloch or Cal ambac, q. v. 

[2316 Barbosa (Lisbon) 393 (Y.) Aguila, cada Farazola de 
300 a 400 (fanams)]. 2712 tr. Pomet's Hist. Drugs I. 59 The 
Portuguese call it Eagle-wood. 2774 Niebuhr Des. de 
TArabie xxxiv. (Y.) Un bois nomme par les Anglois Agal- 
wood, etpar les Indians de Bombay Agar. 2834 Hooker 
Himal. Jmls. (1855) II. 318 (Y.)The eagle- wood, .is much 
sought for its fragrant wood. 2864 Sat. Rev. 9 July 67 
Trees containing the eagle-wood, resins, and dye-woods. 
1871 Alabaster Wheel of Law % 6 A second [palace] of nine 
stories, constructed entirely of eagle- wood, 

tEa*glify f Obs. [f. Eagle + -fy.] trans. 
To make into an eagle or like an eagle. 

2592 Warner Alb. Eng. vn. xxxvii, Had the Sunne been 
up.. (such pride bewitch’d my wit To Egel-fie my selfe) I 
had assayed to soar to it. 1628 Wither Brit Rememb. v. 
1595 The Kites that flye Above the clouds, themselves to 
Eaglifie. 

fEa'gly, a. Obs. rare- 1 - [f. Eagle + -y L] 
Eagle-like, aquiline. 

2624 Sanderson Serm. I. 222 The sharpest and most 
eagly eye. 

XSagre rgsr). Forms : a. (2, 8 higra), 

7 higre, 7- hygre, hyger. 0 . (?6,) 7 agar, (9 
dial, ager), 7-9 eagre, 8 eger, egre, (9 mgir, 
rngre, pseudo- arch, eygre), 7- eager, eagre. 
[Of unknown etymology. The conjecture which 
connects it with the OK. eagor, egor, occurring in 
comb., app. with sense 1 flood, ocean 5 , is unten- 
able, because the OE. g in such a position would 
have become .y in mod.E. Nor can it be a. ON. 
segir ocean, sea-god, as the inflexional -r would 
in that case have disappeared. 

The identity of eagre with higre (latinized as higra by 
William of Malmesbury) seems clear from the sense, but is 
difficult to account for phonologically. The usual pronunc. 
in the neighbourhood of the Humber and Trent is (^’gOJ) ; 
the 27th (? 26th) c, spelling agar seems to be a phonetic 
rendering of this or its antecedent. The Diets, give (z*goJ). 
Identity with Acker is not clearly indicated by the sense, 
and is very doubtful.] 

A tidal wave of unusual height, caused by the 
rushing of the tide up a narrowing estuary; * 
Bore sb.S Chiefly with reference to the Humber 
(and Trent) and the Severn. 

a. [<7x223 Will, of Malmesb. Gest. Pontijic (Rolls) 
292 [The Bore on the_ Severn] Nautas certe gnari, cum vi* 
dent illam Higram (sic enim Anglici vocant) venire, navem 
obvertunt, et per medium secantes violentiam ejus eludunt.] 

2622 Drayton Poly-olb. vii. 102 With whose tumultuous 
wanes Shut up in narrower bounds, the Higre wildly raues. 

2623 T. Taylor (Water P.) Wherry-Ferry Voy. Wks. n. 
1 2/1 The Flood.. hath lesse mercy then Beare, Wolfe or 
Tyger, And. .it is called the Hyger. 1704 Steele Lying 
Lover, Such a Roll of the Tides as the Sailors corruptly 
call the Higre, instead of the Eager. 2817 Stark Hist. 
Gatnsburgh (2843) 522 A curious phenomenon is observed 
in the Trent called the Eagre or Hygre. 

j8. [1592 Lyly Gallathea 1. i, [The scene is beside the 
Humber] Neptune, .sendeth a Monster called the Agar, 
against whose comming the waters rose, the fowles fiie 
away, etc,] 2647 Sprigge Anglia Rediv. (2854) 76 A sudden 
surprisal of the tide called Eager. 2646 Sir T. Browne 
Pseud. Ep. (2650) 322 Those Agars and impetuous flows. 
2683 Deyden Threnodia August, iv, His manly heart .. like 
an eagre rode in triumph oer the tide. 2739 Johnson Idler 
No. 49 F 12 tie forded rivers where the current roared like 
the Egre of the Severn, 1831 Sir F. Palgrave Norm. # 
Eng. I. 323 The Eager or Eau-guerre, so remarkable in the 
mouth of the Severn. 1862 Dana Man. Geol. 653 In the 
eagre of the Amazon, the whole tide passes up the stream 
in five or six waves, .each twelve to fifteen feet high. 2863 
Jean Ingelow High Tide Lindis . . at the eygre’s breast 
Flung uppe her weltering walls. 1870 E. Peacock Ralf. 
Skirt II. 87 He would . . get on a pink and go up wi* th’ager. 
Ealite, obs. form of Aught, property. 

Eaise, obs. form of Ease. 

Eal, obs. form of Awl. 

Eald, obs. form of Eld, Old. 

Ealdor, Ealdoi*-, WS. ff. of Aldor, Aldor-. 
Ealdren, obs. and dial, form of Elder. 

Earn, variant of Eme, Obs., uncle. 

Earn, obs. form of am : see Be v. 
f 32 an, Obs. Forms: 1 banian, 4 enen, 
enye(n, 5 enyn, 6 eane, eyne, 7- ean. {Pa. 
pple. 4 eindyd.) [OE. eanian — l)M. dial, oonen 
of same meaning ; Prof. Sievers considers the 
OTeut. type to be *aun6jan, f. *aw-Jd Ewe. 


The current identification with OE. lacnian to bring foith 
does not account for the specialized sense, and the supposed 
loss of the c lacks analogy. ] 

trans. Of ewes : To bring forth lambs, to yean. 
Also intr . See Yean. 

<2 x000 Lamb. Ps. lxxvii[i]. 70 (Bosw.) He fcenam hine of 
eowedum sceapa, fram earns endum he genam bine. 1387 
Trevisa Higden (Rolls) IV, 452 An hoyfter. .enyed a lomb 
2398— Barth. De P. R. xvm. iv. (1495) 757 Lambeswhyche 
ben eindyd in spryngyng tyme. 1440 Promp. Parv . i 4 o 
Enyn, feto. 2555 Eden Decades W. hid . vArb.) 329 A 
lambe newly eyned. 2380 North Plutarch 582 An Ewe 
that had eaned a Lamb. <71640 J. Smyth Lives Berkeleys 
(1883) I. 243 Eaned and nursed up such a couple of twins as 
the kingdome . . could not parralell. 2730 W. Ellis Mod. 
Husbandm. IV. i. 1x5 (E. D. S.) When the ewe has lately 
eaned. 2864 in Webster. 

Hence Earned ppl. a. , born (of lambs); Sa-nirng 
vbl. sb the action of bearing lambs ; also attrib., as 
in eaning-mood, -time ; Eamlingf, a young lamb. 

2396 Shaks. Merck. V 1. iii. 80 All the eanelings which 
were streakt and pied. 2599 Broughton's Lett. vii. 24 Your 
selfe-conceiuing phantasie, being euer in the eaning mood. 
1661 Lovell Hist Anim . 4 Min. 88 Salt is to be given to 
them after eaning. 1637 B. Jonson Sad Sheph. 1. iv. (1640) 
234 And both [ewes and rams] do feed, As either promised 
to increase^ your breed At eaning- time. 2639 G. Daniel 

Ecclus. xlvi. 47 When he the Ean-ling oflerd. a 1648 

Me log . v, 57 Dire, as y Smiting Haile to new-ean’d Lambs, 

Eani, obs. f. Any. 

Ear (I»i), sbJ Forms: 1-2 ^are, 3-6 ere, (3 
ire, 4 sliere, er, erre, 5 beer, Here, 6 heare) 
4-6 eere, yere, 5 eire, 6-7 eare, 6- ear. PI. 
ears ; also 1-2 earan, 1 earo, -xl, 2-4 earen, 
4 eeren, eren, (heren, ern), [Common Teut. : 
OE. eare wk. neut. ■* OFris. Are, OS. 6 re, bra 
(MDu. ore, core, I)u. oor), OHG. bra (MUG. bre, 
mod.G. ohr), ON. eyra (Sw. ora, Da. ore), Goth. 
ausd OTeut. *{au-son-), auzo'n cogn. with L. 
auris (: — *ausis), Gr. ovs, Lith. ausis, OSlav. 
ucho, OIr. 6 , of same meaning.] 

I. The organ of hearing in men and animals. 
Anatomists distinguish ( 1 ) the external ear, con- 
sisting of the pinna (the portion which projects 
outside the head) and the meatus or passage lead- 
ing thence to ( 2 ) the middle ear, or tympanum, a 
cavity in the substance of the temporal bone, sepa- 
rated Irom the external meatus by a membrane 
called the memhrana tympani ; ( 3 ) the internal 
ear, or labyrinth, which is a complex cavity hol- 
lowed out of the bone. In popular language ear 
is often used for the external ear or the pinna alone. 

1. The external ear. 

a 1000 Riddles lxxxviii. 3 (Gr.) Wiht. .hsefde an ea^e and 
earan twa. a 1300 Cursor M. 28836 His hare. . Bi his eres 
skailand sumdele. c 1386 Chaucer Prol. 556 Reed as the 
brustles of a soweserys. 2356 Ckron. Gr. Friars (1852) 79 
Vij gentylmen of Kent sett on the pyllery. .and one ofeche 
ofther erys cut of. 2562 J. Heywood Prov. <$• Epigr. (2867) 
43 Hir eares might well glow, For all the towne talkt of 
hir. 1662 Lovell Hist. Anim. $ Min. Introd., The eares 
. .are divided, .in the hart, and pilous in the rat. 1746 W. 
Thompson R. N. Advoc. (2757) 34 They would not have let 
their Ears appear quite so long, had they suspected, etc. 
c 2750 J. Newton Jrnl. (2836) 64 Some of them said that 
their ears burned on their heads to hear me speak to such a 
man. 2832 Tennyson Milter's Dau. xxii, I would be the 
jewel That trembles in her ear. 

b. With certain defining words: a particular 
shape or appearance of the ear. Button ear : in 
dogs, an ear falling in front, and hiding the inside. 
Pose ear : one folding at the back and disclosing 
the inside. Asylum ear, insane ear : a disease of 
the ear common among the insane in asylums. 

C. Phrases. About one's ears \ said of a shower of 
blows or missiles, a conflagration, a falling house ; 
also fig. Over {head and) ears, up to the ears : 
fig. deeply immersed in. To prick {up) one's ears : 
as a horse when full of animation ; fig. of persons, 
to assume an attitude of expectant attention, f To 
hang one's ears : to be cowed, discouraged. To 
have, hold, take by the ears : to keep or obtain 
a secure hold upon (a person) ; so also, to pull or 
drag by the ears, i.e. violently, roughly; to lead 
by the ears : to keep in abject dependence. To 
pull one by the ear [? after L. vellere auriculam\^ : 
fig. to compel one’s attention, t To shake one's 
ears : (? as a dog when wet) ; also, ?to make the 
best of a bad bargain ; also, to show contempt or 
displeasure. To be willing to give one's ears : to 
be ready to make any sacrifice. 

2632 Warren Unbelievers (2654) 24 All Sodome was., 
flaming about the ears of the Inhabitants. 1823 Byron 
Juan xiv. x, I have brought this world about my ears, and 
eke The other : that’s to say, the clergy. 

a 2553 Udall Royster D. i. i. (Arb.) 12 If any woman 
smyie, Vp is be to the harde eares in loue. 1663 Pep ys 
Diary 2 Oct., My wife, who is over head and eares in get- 
ting her house up. 1768 Gray in Corr. N. Nicholls {1843) 
80, I am over head and ears in writings. 1839 W. Irving 
Wolfert's R. (2855) 223, I . .was up to my ears in law. j 

1610 Shaks. Temp , iv. i. 275 At which like Vnback’t colts 
theyprick’t their eares. 2678 Earl Murray in Lauderdale 
Papers (1885) III. lxxxiv. 147 They begine now to hange 
ther cars.. A gentilman tould me. .he saw the E. Kmcarden 


EAB. 

& dyvers others, .all out of humor. < Mod. I pricked up my 
ears when I heard your name mentioned. 

at$SS Ridley Wks. 206 Bertram was the first that pulled 
me by the ear and brought me from the common error of the 
Romish Church. 1581 Sidney Apol. Poetrie (Arb.) 62 For 
Poesie must not.be drawne by the eares, it must be gently 
led. 1590 Pascal’s Apol. 1. C b, They have all vowed to 
hale thee out of thy trenches by the head and eares. 1600 
Holland Livy xxvi. 592 They would home to their very 
houses and pluck them out by the eares. c 1645 Howell 
Lett . (1655) II. xxviii. 39 Which Countries .. the Spaniard 
holds as one would do a Woolf by the ear, fearing they 
should run away. 1884 Mary Hickson Ireland in 17th. C. 

I. Introd. 9 The chiefs, .led the ignorant credulous masses 
by the ears after them. 

1583 Golding Calvin on Dent. viii. 45 When Gods 
threatnings are vttered vnto vs a great many of vs do but 
shake our eares at them. 1606 Chapman Mans. U Olive 11. 
(D.) Shooke mine eares And lickt my lipps, as if I begg’d 
attention. <1x645 Howell Lett. (1655) L § i. xxi. 32 They 
shut their Gates against him, and made him go shake his 
ears, and to shift for his lodging. , _ 1747 H. Walpole Lett. I. 
166 (D.) How merry my ghost will be, and shake its ears, 
to hear itself quoted as a person of consummate prudence. 

1883 W. Norris No New Tk. I. vii. 176 Many a man 
would give his ears to be allowed to call two such charming 
young ladies by their Christian names. 

d. t To go, come, fait, together by the ears, be 
by the ears', said of animals fighting; hence of 
persons, to be at variance {obs.). So To set {per- 
sons) by the ears : to put them at variance. 

1539 Tauerner Erasm. Prov. ■ 1552 j 22 Theapes. .skambled 
and went together by y« eares for the nuttes. 1579 Tomson 
Calvins Serm. 7 m. 280/1 When we be together by the 
eares like dogs and cattes. 1603 Knolles Hist. Turkes 
1184 They fell together by the eares about the matter, some 
taking part with the old General, and some with the new. 
1663 Butler Hud. 1. i. 4 When hard Words.. Set Folks 
together by the ears, And made them fight. 1725 De Foe 
Voy. round W. (1840) 67 They would fall together by the ears 
about who should go with you. 1755 Smollett Quiz. (1803) 

II. 225 In one place, we fight for a sword ; in another for a 
horse ; in short, we are all by the ears together. 1793 Gouvr, 
Morris in Sparks Life $ Writ. (1832) II. 282, I saw clearly 
that France and England would at length get by the ears. 
1868 G. Duff Pol. Surv. (1868) 40 Does it [Turkey] fancy 
that it will obtain security for itself by setting Greek and 
Bulgarian by the ears? 

t e. To sleep on the {right or left) ear: to sleep 
lying on one side. To be able to sleep on both ears 
[after L. : ‘you may sleep at ease on which ear 
you like’, Ter. Heaut. 1 . ii. 100 ] : to be free from 
anxiety. 

a 1663 Bramhall Wks. (1842-4) III. 518 (D.), I will remove 
this scruple out of his mind that he may sleep securely upon 
both ears. 1768 Tucker Lt. Nat. (1805) VII. 485 Young 
people. . will need no more than one nap . . if they turn upon 
the other ear to take a second, they should be taught to 
look on it as an intemperance. 

f. In allusion to the loss of ears as a punish- 
ment. f {Not to dare) for ones ears ; cf. for one's 
life , and mod. colloq. ‘ It would be as much as his 
ears were worth’. 

1607 Topsell Serpents 640 The Drones do willingly con- 
tain themselves in their own cells, .the younger not daring 
for their ears to break into their fathers Lands. 

f g. Wine of one ear', good wine. [A French 
idiom of obscure origin.] 

1653 Urquhart Rabelais 1. v, [The wiue] is of one eare, 
well wrought, and of good wooll. 

2. The internal and middle ear, together or sepa- 
rately ; also the three portions as a whole. 

1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. hi. xviii. (1495) 64. The 
couenable lymme to herynge is a gristyl-bone set in the 
eere. 16x5 Crooke Body of Man 61 1 The Sounds . .are car- 
ried through the contorted Meanders of the Eares to the 
Auditory Nerue. x8o8 Med. Jrttl. XIX, 387 The Muscles 
of the Middle Ear. x86x HuLME.tr. Moguin- T andon 11. 1. 
50 In the lowest animals the ear is reduced to a sack filled 
with a special fluid. 

3. With reference to its function : The organ of 
hearing. To speak in the ear : to whisper, speak 
privately. Proverb, Walls have ears , i.e. there 
may be listeners anywhere. 

cSzk Vesp. Psalter ix. 38 Lustas heortan heara gjeherde 
eare oin. c xooo Ags. Gosp. Matt. xiii. xg His hefelice mid 
earum sehyrdon [c 1160 Hatton earen]. c xzoo Trin. Coll. 
Horn. 18 1 Eien lokeS and eare lusteS. a 1225 Ancr. R. 98 
Sing ine min earen . a 1300 Cursor M. 5 140 A messager, bat 
spak al still in his er. 1x380 Wyclif Serm. cxl. Sei. Wks. 
II. 28 Here he j>es wordis, wij> ere and herte. CX384 
Chaucer H. Fame 2068 Tho thinges that I herde there, What 
a loude and what in eere. 1432- 50 tr. Hidden (1865) I.411 If 
thou putte thyne eiere to hit thou schalle here a maruellous 
sowpde. a 1450 Knt. de la Tour (1868) 27 He rouned in one 
of his felawes heres. 1620 Shelton Quix. IV. vii. 53 They 
say Walls have Ears. 1662 Gerbier Prim . 27 To inform 
either of them in the ear what may be the best for them to 
choose, 1697 Dryden Virg. Georg, iv. 801 A .buzzing 
Sound of Bees his Ears alarms. 17. . Cowper Ep. ii. 4 Nor 
ear heard huntsman’s halloo. X859 Tennyson Blaine. 893 
Till the ear Wearies to hear it. 

b. with adjs. expressing the character or dis- 
position of the person listening, as vulgar , polite , 
fastidious, willing, sympathetic, patient. 

2593 Hooker Reel. Pol. 1. xvi, Plausible to vulgar eares. 
1631. R. Byfield Doctr. Sabb . 32 This is abhorring to 
Christian ...eares. <*1703 Burkitt On N. T. Mark ix* 8 
The obedient ear honours Christ more than, .the applauding 
tongue. 1875 Jowett Plato (ed. 2) HI. 511 Things unfit 
for ears polite. 

c. transf and fig. esp. as attributed to the mind, 
the heart, etc., or to quasi-personified objects. 
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c 1400 Apol, Loll. 36 Wij? |>e eeris & een of his hert. 1526 
Piter. Perf. (W. de W. 1531) 146 No persone may receyue 
. .the counseyles of the holy goost, excepte he haue a 
spirituall eare. 2596 Shaks. Merck. V . 11. v„ 35 Stop my 
houses eares, I meane my casements. 1651 Hobbes Leviath. 
n. xxiii. 126 Those that are appointed to receive, the Peti- 
tions .. of the People.. are as it were the pubUque Eare. 
2728 Addison Ps. xix. In reason’s ear they all rejoice. 2853 
Maurice Proph. <£• Kings xx. 350 There was an ear in an 
Assyrian, .people which Could be opened to hear God's word. 
1864 Burton Scot. Abr. I. ii. 103 The illustrious Eastern 
conqueror, whose name fills the ear of fame. 

d. fig. Phrases, To open ones ears, incline one's 
ear{s, lend an ear {one's ears), f lay to one's ears : 
to listen (see give ear in 6). To bow down one s 
ear : to listen graciously, f To cast aside one's ear : 
to listen casually. To be all ears : to be eagerly 
attentive. To close , stop one's ears, turn (f give) 

a deaf ear : to refuse to listen. + To hear of both 
ears : to hear both sides, be impartial. + Not to 
hear of that ear : to be wilfully obtuse on a cer- j 
tain subject, ‘to be deaf on that side of the head’. j 
To go in at one ear and out at the other : said of 
discourse that produces no impression on the 
hearer’s mind. To have itching ears (after 2 Tim. 
iv. 3) : to be eager to hear novelties. To tickle 
the ear{s : to gratify with agreeable sounds ; hence 
to flatter, coax ; so also, + To stroke the ears. 

ci 375 Lay-Folks Mass-bk. B. 585 Bow doun {>in eren. 
<7x430 Syr Try am. 59 note. If ye wylL.laye to your eere, 
Of ad ventres ye shall here. 2604 Dekker Honest Wh. 1. i. 
Wks. 1873 II. 9 Viola. Then lend me your eares. Fust. Mine 
eares are yours deare sister. 2611 Bible Prov. iv. 20 My 
sonne,. .incline thine eare vnto my sayings. 2621 — Ps. 
xxxi. 2 Bowe downe thine eare to me. 1632 B. Jonson 
Magn. Lady 1. i. (D.) Hang your ears this way, and hear his 
praises. 1670 G. H. Hist. Cardinals 1. hi. 74, I . . began to 
open my ears, the better to understand so efficacious a 
proof. 1878 Morley Carlyle, Crit. Misc. 202 These are 
possibilities to which he will lend no ear. 

<7 1430 Lydg. Bochas 111 xxv. 969 a. Of hap, as he kest his 
eare aside, He, of two porters, the counsaile did espie. 

1786 tr. Beckfords Vathek (1868) 88 Pie was all ear to her 
charming voice. 1865 Trollope Belton Est . xv. 174, I am 
all ears. 

a 1300 Cursor M. 19452 (Gdtt.) pa wreches. .gun hair erin 
for to ditt. 1548 Hall Chron. Rich. Ill , 24 (Halliw.) She 
began . . to relent and to geve to them no deffe are. 1600 
Holland Livy xxxm. xivii. 8go Scipio Africanus for a long 
time gave the deafeeare. .unto them. x6xi Shaks. Wint. 
T. v. i. 201 [The king of} Bohemia stops his eares. 1835 
Thirlwall Greece I. vii. 272 She had turned a deaf ear to 
the persuasions by which they sought to prevail on her. 

1624 Sanderson Serm. I. 239 Our unthankfulness, how 
foul it is . . But we cannot abide to hear on this ear. 1705 
Hickeringill Priest-Cr. n. v. 50 A Man of Understanding 
. . is not apt to pass sentence till he hear of both Ears, and 
have well pondered, Pro and Con. 

c 2400 Rom. Rose 5154 For alle yede oute at oon ere That 
in that other she dide lere. 2583 Golding Calvin on Deut. 
xxi. 125 TA sermon] goes in at the one eare and out at the 
other. 1726 Amherst Terras Fil. xxxiii. 173 Let it go in at 
one ear, and out at the other ; never report it again. 

a x668 Denham Sp. agst. Peace at Close Comm, xi, Did I 
for this take pains. .To stroke the people’s ears? 

4 . transf. Used in sing, and pi. for : The sense 
of hearing, auditory perception (cf. similar use of 
eye, palate). In the ears (rarely ear) of: within 
the hearing of, so as to be heard by. (Orig. a 
Biblical Hebraism, and now somewhat arch.) To 
come to the ear{s of: to come to (a person’s) know- 
ledge by hearing ; said of facts, reports, etc. f At 
first ear : on the first hearing. 

2297 R. Glouc. 492 It com the kinge to ere. 2375 Bar- 
bour Bruce v. 449 The tithandis. .Com to the cliffurdis ere, 
1382 Wyclif Luke iv. 21 This scripture is fulfillid in 3oure 
eeris. 2646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. 1. v. 17 A third 
cause of common Errors is. .a believing at first eare what is 
delivered by others. 1749 Chesterf. Lett . 9 Dec. (1870) 
158 Most people have ears, but few have judgment. 

5 . (in sing, only) The faculty of discriminating 
sounds ; esp. that of accurately recognizing musical 
intervals. More fully musical ear , ear for music. 
Similarly, an ear for verse , etc. To sing or play 
by ear: i. e. without the aid of written music. 

2526 Pilgr. Perf. (W. de W. 2532) 158 b, In the psalmody. . 
haue a good eare. x6 . . Pepys Diary (1879) IV. 139 Sing- 
ing with my wife, who has lately begun to learn .. though 
her eare is not good. 2674 Playford Skill Mus. 11. no To 
learn to play by rote or ear without Book. 2722 Steele 
Sped. No, 313 ?9, I have no Ear for Musick. 1779 Cow- 
per Lett. Wks. (1876) 40, I am convinced . . that he has no 
ear for poetical numbers. 1789 Belsham Ess. I.xii.220 The 
ear distinguishes verse from prose. 2837 Disraeli Venetia 
\ xi. i. (1871) 204 A fine ear for music. 1874 Sayce Philol. vi. 

246 The musical ear is . . the creation of a high civilisation. 

| 0 . Voluntary hearing, listening, attention. Chiefly 

in phrases like To give ear : to listen attentively. 
To have {win, gain) a person! s ear : to have (ob- 
tain) his favourable attention. 

2503 Hawes Examp. Virt. vi. 83 Gyuynge god ere vnto the 
vteraunce. 2587 Harrison England n. i. (1877) 1. 23 
Your request deserveth little consideration and lesse eare. 
x6xx Cotgr., Ouye , eare, attention, hearing. 1655 Mrq. 
Worcester Cent. Inv. in Dircks Life (1865) 384 Never re- 
fused me his ear to any reasonable motion. 1701 W. Wot- 
ton Hist, Rome Alex. 1. 463 They, .would, .sell his Ear, pre- 
tending Interest where they had none. 17x0 Steele % oiler 
No. x P 7 Mr. Kidney . . has the Ear of the greatest Poli- 
ticians. 1727 De Foe Syst. Magic. 1* iv. (1840) 103 On 
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condition that thou wilt now . . give ear to my instructions. 
2826 E. Irving Babylon II. vi. 97 Some meiii*»ger powerful 
enough, to take their ear and be heard. 2884 Times 
(weekly ed.) 3% Oct. 14/3 To gain the ear of the House. _ 
II. An object resembling the external ear m 
shape or relative position, 
f 7 . One of the auricles of the heart* Obs. 

1398 Trevisa Barth. De P.R. v. xxxvi. (1495) 149 Thyse 
two pyeces ben eallyd the eeres of the herte. 1541 R. Cop- 
land Guy don’s Quest . Chirurg., The hert hath two eares.. 
y l serue for to let the ayre in and out. 2604 E. Grimston® 
Hist. Siege Ostend 196 The bullet had peirced through his 
heart, and had stayed in the left eare. 1672 Grew Anat. 
Plants 1. vii. § 4 The Fibers of the Ears of the Heart, 

8. The handle of a pitcher or drinking vessel, 
and dial, of many other things. 

[Cf, Ger. 6hr (:— OHG, dri, perh.=OE. yre, 1 spike at the 
back of an axe), ose MHG. cese, f. base of OTeut. an' son, 

anzo'n—H>KK .) ; Eng. employs the primary word in this sense 
instead of a derivative as in Ger.] 
c 1440 Promp. Parv. 141 Ere of a vesselle, ansa. 1522 
MS. Acc. St. John’s Hosp., Canterb., For a new bayle & 
an ere . . of the bukket. 1534 in Peacock Eng. Ch. Furni- 
ture (1866) 211 Item an other basen of latten withowt erys 
weyn g& vli. 1602 Plat Delightes for Ladies liv, A deep 
bottomed bason, .with two eares of Iron to hange it. 2697 
Dryden Virg. (.1806) I. 135 His empty can, with ears^ half 
worn away, Was hung on high. 1782 Cowper Gilpin fix 
Each bottle had a curling ear. 

b. The part of a bell by which it is hung ; a 
similar part on the ram of a pile-driver, by which 
it is lifted ; ‘ the lugs or ear-shaped rings fastened 
on the larger bombs or mortar shells for their con- 
venient handling with shell-hooks’ (Adm. Smyth). 

2484 Churckw. Acc. Wigtoft, Lincolnsh, (Nichols 1797) 80 
Paide . . for makyng , , an ere to y e for bell. 1872 Ellacombe 
Bells of Ch. i. 4 The various parts of a bell may be described 
as . . the ear or cannon on its top . . by which it is hung. 

9. Mech, A projection on the side or edge of a 
piece of machinery or a tool ; serving as a handle 
or attachment, as one of a pair of supports on 
opposite sides, or for other purposes. 

1677 Moxon Meek. Exerc. (1703) 2 At the Ear of the upper 
Bellows board is fastened a Rope. 1874 Knight Did. 
Mech., Ear, one of the two projecting parts on the portions 
of an eccentric strap by which they are bolted together. 
Ibid. Ear, in Printing , a projection on the edge of the 
frisket; or one on the edge of the composing-rule. 1876 
Hiles Catech. Organ iv. (1878) 27 Flue-pipes (of an organ] 

. .are often furnished with ears, that is, pieces of metal or 
wood projecting from each side of the mouth. 

f b. Used by Dryden in the description of a 
Roman plough [transl. L. auris\ 

1697 Dryden Virg. Georg. 1. 252 A fastned Beam prepare. 
On either side the Head produce an Ear. 

10. Ears of a pump : ‘ the support of the bolt 
for the handle or break 9 (Adm. Smyth). 

11. Naut. See quot. 

c 2850 Rudim. Navig. (Weale) xi6 Ears of boats, the 
knee-pieces at the fore-part on the outside, at the height of 
the gunwale. 

12. Bot. and Conch. - Auricle 2 . 

2688 R. Holme Armoury 11. 85/1 The Ears, or fines, are 
such leaves as grow on the foot stalk, either naturally small, 
or through extravagancy above natures use. 2755 Genii. 
Mag. XXV. 32 Ear, is the flat part that in some bivalves 
spreads from the Cardo, or joint, as in a scalop. 1854 
Woodward Mollusca ir. 258 Shell hyaline, posterior ears 
obsolete, anterior prominent. x8fix Miss Pratt Flower. 
PI. III. 183 Corolla with two ears at the base, which remain 
and crown the fruit. 

13. The part of a cap coming over the ears. 

c 2830 Mrs. Sherwood Houlston Tracts III. Ixxvii. 8 
The ears of her mob cap untied for the benefit of the air. 

14. Artificial ear: an ear-trumpet in the form of 
a natural ear. 

III. Comb, and attrib . 

15. General relations: a. attributive (portions 
or natural appendages of the ear), as ear-drum, 
-lobe, ridge, -root, -sac, -tip, -tufty (ornaments 
worn in the ear), as ear-jewel, -pehdant ; (surgical 
instruments for operating on or examining the ear), 
as ear-douche, -lamp, - nozzle , - speculum , -syringe ; 
b. objective, as ear-protector, -whisperer'', f ear- 
bussing, -catching, -crucifying, -deafening, f -deaf- 
ing, -erecting, -kissing, - piercing , -pleasing, -split- 
ting, -stunning adjs., ear-tickling adj. and vbl. 
sb. ; C. locative and instrumental, as ear-labotir, 
-cropped, -directed, -hard adjs. 

1605 Shaks. Learn, u (Qo.), You have heard of the news 
.. I meane the whisper'd ones, for they are yet but *ear 
bussing [folios here kissing] arguments. 1839 Darby 
Introd. Beaum. f FI. (1839) I* 2 5 Fletcher's *ear-catch- 
ing language. 2646 J. Hall Poems, To Mr. Hall, Thou 
need'st no nose-lesse monuments display Or *Ear-cropp'd 
Images. 1789 Wolcott (P. Pindar) Sub j. for Paint. 
Wks. 2822 II. xto Raising such *ear-crucifying noise. 
16x2 Shaks. Wint. T. m. i. 9 The *eare-deafFning Voyce 
o’ th’ Oracle. 2644 Bulwer Chirol. 8 The noise of some 
*eare-deafing crowd. 2822 G. Colman Br. Grins, Lady of 
Wreck 11. xxvi, *Ear-directed by the sound. 2645 Ruther- 
ford Try at Tri. Faith (2845) 63 There is carnosity on 
the *ear-drum. 2798 Edgeworth Pract. Educ. (1822)1. 
xfifi The much-enduring ear-drum of the nursery-maid. 2784 
Cowper Task in. 9 He chirrups brisk his # ear-erecting 
steed. 2732-2800 Bailey, *Ear Hard, spoken of a Horse. 
2725 De Foe Voy. round W. (2840) 226 Made the other 
pull off his two *ear-jewels also, a 2593 H. Smith Wks. (1866) 
I. 325 But as we pray, so we hear ; the one is a lip-labour 
and the other is an *ear-labour. 1859 R- Burton Centr* 
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Afr. !n Jml R. G. S, XXIX. r 3 o All distend the *ear- 
lobe: a hole is bored with a needle . . and is enlarged by 
inserting bits of cane. 1648 tr.- Senault's Par* upo>r Job 
416 An *Ear-pendant of gold. *604 Shaks. Oth. ni. iii. 352 
Th’ *Earfe-piercing Fife. 1853 Kingsley Hypatia xxix. 362 
Wail on wail, long, wild, ear-piercing, rang along the vaulted 
roofs. 1641: W. Hooke New Eng. 'leans Pref. Aij b, As 
for this Sermon, expect not *eare-pleasing, but heart-affect- 
ing phrases in it. 1884 Health Exhib. Catal. 156/1 *Ear 
Protector for winter. 1853 Kane Grinnell Exp, xxx. (1856) 
263, I wear an *ear-ridge, a tiara, to speak heroically* of 
wolf-sldn. 1616 Surfl. & Markh. Countr. Farm 128 Y our 
: Horse . . sweateth much, especially in his flanks, at his 
j*eare-roots, and in such like vsuall places. 1709 Lond. Gaz. 
No. 4540/8 A .. Bay Gelding , . hath large slouch Ears .. 
very large Ear-roots- 188a W. K. Parker in Trans. Linn. 
Soc. II. in. 166 The huge *ear-sacs are quite perfect as to 
cartilage. 1884 Pall Mall G. 10 Sept. 4/1 The trombones 
seemed .. to drown everything else by their *ear-splitting 
tones. 1885 Tennyson Tires. 11 That *ear-stu lining hail 
of Ares. 1884 Academy 10 May 303/1 There is no *ear- 
tickling, or mere writing for effect. 1801 Southey Lett. 
(1856) 1 . 182 It puzzles me how he has learnt to round his 
sentences so ear-ticklingly. 2856 Kane A ret. Expl. I. xxix. 
305 A crescent of black marking the *ear-tips. 1871 Darwin 
JJesc. Man II. xiii. 71 Elegant *ear-tufts are occasionally 
present. 1549 Olde Erasm. Paraghr. Ephesians Prol., 
Seduced, .by sedicious *eare-whisperours. 

10 . Special comb. : ear- bob (now vulgar or 
humorous), — Ear -drop; + ear -bored ppl. a. 
(see Bore v . 1 i c) ; ear-bow, an ornament for a 
horse’s ear ; ear-brisk a. (see qnot.) ; ear-brush 
s= Aurilave (see qnot.) ; ear-bulb {Anat.), the 
membranous labyrinth and the cochlea together ; 
ear-cap (see quot.) ; ear-chamber, the cavity of 
the internal ear ; ear-conche ( Anat.), the concha 
or external ear; fear-confession, auricular 
confession; ear-cornet, a kind of ear-trumpet; 
ear-cough, a ' cough excited through irritation of 
the external ear’ {Syd. Soc . Lex.) ; ear-covert, 
a tuft of feathers covering the ear in birds, — 
Auricular B. a; ear-deep a., reaching the ears 
only ; f ear-dove, obs. name of some bird (see 
quot.); fear -dropper, an eaves -dropper; ear- 
exercise, an exercise for training the musical ear; 
f ear-finger, the little finger, often put in the ear, 
* Auricular B. b ; ear-flap, the lobe or the loose 
part of the ear ; the external ear generally ; + ear- 
gristle, the cartilage of the ear, the external ear ; 
fear-guard, one who prevents a person from 
hearing ; ear - hole, the aperture of the ear ; 
dial, used for the ear itself; f ear-knowledge, 
knowledge obtained by hearsay; ear-lap, the 
lobe of the ear; also the external ear as a whole ; 
ear-lappet, ? *- ear-covert ; fear-leaf (Bot.), the 
cotyledon of a plant; ear-lechery (see quot.); 
f ear-lid (see quot.) ; ear-lock, a lock of hair 
over or above the ear ; ear-nosed a., Conch, (see 
quot.) ; ear-pieces, ear-plate, part of a helmet 
covering the ears ; ear-port (see qnot.) ; ear- 
reach, = Ear-shot ; f ear-rentingly adv., ? for 
ear-rendingly, but cf. Ear-rent ; ear- room (cf. 
house-room) ; f ear-rowner, an ear-whisperer ; 
ear-say, erroneously used for hearsay ; ear-scalp 
(Anatl), the skin covering the ears ; ear-shell (see 
quot.); f ear-shrift, auricular confession ; fear- 
sore, Something disagreeable to the ear (cf. Eye- 
sore) ; ear-sore a. {dial.), irritable, ill-tempered ; 
f ear-spectacle, an ear-trumpet ; ear - stone, an 
otolith ; ear-string (cf. eye-strings, heartstrings)', 
fear- wire (see quot 1685) ; ear- worm, ? ■■•Ear- 
wig ; Jig. a secret counsellor ; ear-wort, a plant 
supposed to be good for curing deafness, Dysophila 
auricularis {Syd. Soc. Lex.). Also Ear-ache, 

-DROP, -MARK, -MARKED, -PICK, -RING, -SHOT, 
-TRUMPET, -WAX, -WISE, -WITNESS, q. V. 

1648 Gage West Ind. xii. (1655) 56 Her *eare-bobs of some 
considerable Jewels. 1869 Pall Mall G. 4 He purchased a 
pair of ear-bobs. 1658 and Narr. Late Pari, in Select.fr. 
Hark Misc. (1793) 433 The *ear-bored slavish citizens; 1692 
E. Taylor Behtnen's Theos. Phil. 64 Are voluntary Ear- 
boared Slaves. 2796 W. Felton Carriages II. 148 , The 
*Earbows are of stiff leather, and covered with lace, or 
tape. 1731-1800 Bailey, * Ear Brisk, when he [a horse] 
carries his Ears forward. 2852 S. Judd Margaret il viii. 
(1871) 281 He was an ear-brisk and high-necked critter. 1874 
Knight Diet. Meek., * Ear-brush, a toilet instrument for 
cleaning the ear. 1836-9 Todd Cycl. Anat. II. 529/2 The 
*ear-bulb .. consists of a hard external case. 1847 Craig, 
* Ear-cap, a cover for the ears against the cold. 2854 
Owen in Circ. Sc. (£1865} II. 65/2 They contribute . .to the 
formation of the *ear-chamber. 1875 Blake Zool. 86 There 
are no *earconch.es, lips, teeth, epiglottis . . nor scrotum. 
2549 Allen tr. Jude's Par. Rev. 37 The articles of auricular 
and, *eare confession, of purgatorye. 2877 Burnet Ear 326 
*Ear-cough was known to medical men a long time ago. 
1828 Stark Elem. Nat. Hist. 1 . 233 Head, nape of the neck, 
and ^ear-coverts pale yellow, a 2843 Southey Tri. Woman 
376 Content with *ear-deep melodies. 2735 Sloane Jamaica 

11. 304 It had two spots of each side of the neck of a dark 
colour, whence the name of *Ear-Dove. 0x670 Hacket 
A bp. Williams II. 82 (D), An*ear-dropper might hear such 
things talk'd at cock-pits and dancing schools. 2887 Bir- 
mingham Instil. Mag. Sept. 23 The classes in Harmony— 
,*Ear Exercises, and Sight Singing, ciooo /Elfric Gram. 
Z.) 298 Auricularis, *earvfinger. 1644 Bulwer ChiroL 


179 To becken with the Eare-finger is their usuall concise 
expression. 1859 O. W. Holmes De Sauty Pretermit thy 
whittling, wheel thine *ear-flap toward me, Thou shalthear 
them answered. 2876 Lankester Hist. Creation I. i. 13 
Gur long-eared ancestors . . moved their large ear-flaps 
freely. 1656 Dugard Gate Lat. Uni. § 206. 57 To the ears 
are fitted the ‘^ear-gristles, being broad to reflect the sounds, 
and hollowed with turnings to carry them inwards. 2647 
Ward Simp. C abler 62 Your *Ear-guard will keep fanre 
enough from you what ever 1 have said. 169s Ray Creation. 
(1714) 152 Have very small ears and *ear-holes as the ceta- 
ceous fishes have. 1624 Hey wood Gunaik. iv. 186 In all 
this banding of their disreputation . . nothing ever came 
within the compasse of his *eare knowledge, c iooo/Elkric 
Voc. in Wr.-Wiilcker 157 Pinnula, *earlseppa, uel ufweard 
eare. 2561 Hollybush Horn. Apoth. 13 Pull y e patient 
sore by V s earlap vpwardly. 1880 E. Oppert Forbid. L. 
iv. 126 The hat is . . attached by strings round the earlaps. 
3884 tr. Lotze's Logic 40 Aristotle gives risibility as. a 
property of man, Hegel . . the ear-lap ; both distinguish 
man from the brutes. 2868 Darwin A?iim. $ FI. I. vii. 
244 The breeds which, .have red *ear-lappets. 1718 Brad- 
ley Gardening (1731) 285 If any seed has had Moisture 
enough to put forth its Radicle never so little, and is after 
that check’d before the *Ear- Leaves appear. 1737 M. Green 
Spleen {1738) 20 Hir’d, to praise with stallion pen, Serve the 
*ear-lechery of men. 1552 Huloet, *Eare lydde, or over- 
parte of the ear pinnula. c 1775 Welch in Harped s Mag. 
(1883) Oct. 736/1 A musket bail [struck] the pin out of the 
hair of his *ear-lock. 2809 W. Irvin G Knickerb. (1861) 183 
His hair strutting out on each side in stiffly pomatumed 
ear-locks. 1705 I. Petiver in Phil. Trans. XXV. 1954 This 
is distinguisht from the last in being . . *Ear-nosed, vi2. 
inclining more towards one end of the hinge, a 1843 Southey 
Comm.-Pl. Bk. Ser.n. (1849)644 The morion should be with- 
out ^ear-pieces. 2622 F. Markham Bk. War 1. ix. § 3.34 
A Spanish Morian . . bound downe with lined *eare-plates 
vnderneath his chinne, 2752 Smollett Per. Pic. xeix. Wks. 
(2797) IV. 461 Your *ear-ports will let in the sound. 1642 F ul- 
ler Holy <$• Prof St. v. xviii. 11. § 6 Some invisible eare might 
He in ambush within the *Eare-reach of his words. 2593 
Nasiie Christ's T. (1613)63 Roaring and *eare-rentingly ex- 
claiming. a 2656 Bp. Hall Select Th. § 48 Som there are 
that will not give so much as *ear-room to the Word of 
Truth. 72388 Wimbeldon Serm. in Hatton MS. 57 P* « 
(Halliw.) It is good that every lorde of the comunte be not 
lad bi folis, nor bi noon othir *ere-rownerys. 2817 Cole- 
ridge Biog. Lit. I. iii. 53, I have only *ear-say evidence. 
1872 Mivart Elem. Anat. 396 This part is distributed to 
the*ear-scalp and the muscles of the mouth. 1753 Chambers 
Cycl. Supp ., *Ear Shell, auris marina , in natural history, 
the name of a genus of shell-fish. 2838 Penny Cycl. XII. 
14/2 This section of Gastropods [Haliotidae] commonly 
called ‘Ear-shells’ or ‘Sea-ears’. 2554 T. Sampson in 
Strype Eccl. Mem. III. App. xviii. 50 But this is so far from 
their * ear-shrift. 1604 Babington Notes Levit, Wks. (2637) 
385 Our Popish Teachers would gather an argument for their 
Auricular Confession and Eare-snrift. 1594 Cakew Huarte's 
Exam. Wits viii. (2506)106 It is rather an head-ach than an 
*eare-sore, 017O4T. Brown Wks. < 1760 ) I. 306 (D.) The per- 
petual jangling of the chimes . . is no small ear-sore to us. 
2626 Bacon Sylva § 285 Mark whether any Sound abroad 
in the open Air, will not be heard . distinctly, from further 
distance, than without that Instrument ; being (as it were) 
an *E are-spectacle. 1854 Badham Halieut. 171 The large 
^ear-stones, which .. characterise all the members of the 
present group [the gurnard group]. 2820 Southey Kehama , 
The * ear-strings throb as if they were rent. 1659 Feltham 
Low Countries (1677) 54 Their *Ear-wyres have so nipt in 
their Cheeks. 2685 Cooke Marrow of Chirurg. (ed. 4) v. 
i, 221 The Ear-wires worn by women to fix their Head- 
clothes too to keep them on. 2598 tr. Linschoteris Voy . 
1. ad. 84/2 They [in India] can hardly kepe any paper, .from 
wormes, which are like *eare-wormes. 01670 Hacket A bp. 
Williams II. 152 There is nothing in the oath to protect 
such an ear-worm, but he may be appeached. 

Ear (i*i), sb.% Forms : 1 dar, eher, eeliher, 
sechir, 2 elier, 3 er, 3-5 ere, 5 eere, $er, 6-7 
eare, 7- ear. For Sc. forms see Icker. [OE. iar 
(YVS.), eher , sehher (Northumb.), sechir (? Mercian) 
= OHG. ehir, ahir, (MHG. eher neut., mod.G. 
dhre fem., Du. oar), ON. ax (Sw., Da. ax), Goth. 
ahs (genii ahsis) neut :—OTeut. *ahoz~, of same 
meaning — Lat. acus (genit. -bis) neut., husk of 
corn. Words radically of the same origin and 
signification are Awn, Ail sb:~\ 

A spike or head of com ; the part of a cereal 
plant which contains its flowers or seeds. In 
(t OE. on) the ear, in ear : said of corn when in 
the stage at which it bears ears ; cf. in flower ; 

a 800 Corp. Gloss. 1892 Spicas, ear. c icoo Ags. Gosp . 
Matt. xii. 1 Hys leorning-cnihtas . . ongunnun pluccian 
}m ear [^950 Lindisf. eheru; C975 Rushw. aechir; cxx 6 o 
Hatton ear]. Ibid. Mark iv. 28 SykJ^an fullne hwsete on 
ham eare [<7950 Lindisf. eher; <7975 Rushw . sehher ; <72160 
Hatton eare]. <72250 Gen. 4- Ex, 2104, Vii. eares wexen fette 
of coren. 2297 R. Glouc, 490 Tho grene corn in Somer 
ssolde curae, To foule wormes mucbedel the eres gonne 
turne. 2398 Trevisa Barth . De P. R. xvn. clvi. (1495)707 
The heedis of corn eres ben arerid vpwarde. c 2420 Pallad. 
on Hash. vii. 16 Now gvnneth barly ripe and is to amende 
Er the eere to breke and shedde it. 1483 Cath. Angl. 216 An 
Ere of come ; spica, arista, c 1489 Caxton Sonnes ofAymon 
136 We oughte to ryde now. .while the corne is in the eere. 
* 5*3 Fitzherb. Hush. § 13 Sprot-barley hath a flat eare. 1622 
Bible Ex. ix. 32 Barley was in the ear. 2740 Somerville 
Hobbmol 11. (1749) 133 The ripen'd Grain, whose bending 
Ears Invite the Reaper’s Hand. 2829 J. Q. Adams in C. 
Davies Metr. Syst. m, (1872) 93 Thir;ty-two kernelsof wheat 
from the middle of the ear. 2822 Clare Vill. Minstr. I, 
Marking each little object on his road, An insect, sprig 
of grass, and ear of grain. 

t Ear, sbA> Obs \ rare~ l . Forms: 5 yere, 7 
eare, [f. Ear v.] The action of ploughing ; a 
ploughing* Also in comb., as ear-land , - time . 


c 1460 Towneley Myst. 12 At yere time I sew fare com 
x6i6 Surfl. & Markh. Countr. Farm 35 Hee shall giue the 
second eare vn to those his grounds that are most barren. 
*693 W, Robertson Phr&seol. Gen. 5x6 Ear-land, arvum. ' 

Ear, sbA dial. 1 A west country term for a 
place where hatches prevent the influx of the tide’ 
(Adm. Smyth), 2847 Halliw. (Somerset.) 

Ear (i 0 -i), v. 1 Obs. exc. arch. Forms : 1 eri$an, 
1-2 erien, (3 eerien), 3-5 ere(n, (eer), 6-8 eare" 
7- ear. (3-5 here, 5 eryyn, eiere, 6 eire, eyr, 
6-8 Sc. dial, are, 7 ayre.) [Common Teut. : OE. 
%rian * OFris. era , ODu. erien , OHG. erran , erren, 
(MHG. eren, ern, early mod.G. aren), ON. erja, 
Goth, arjan :—OTeut. *ar]an, f. WAryan root *ar 
to plough, whence Gr. &po-eiv, L. ar-dre, Ir. airim . ] 

1 . trans. To plough, till (the ground) ; also, to 
turn up (the ground), to throw tip (an object) 
with a plough. 

r888 K. AElfred Boeth. xiv. 4 (Gr.) ]?eah him mon erigan 
scyle secera kusend. c 1000 AElfric Gram. xxiv. 135 Hsefst 
6u aeceras to erigenne. 1340-70 A lex. # Dind. 201 For ye 
non erke ne eren. c 2440 Prmnp. Parv. 141 Eryyn londe, 
aro. £-2420 Pallad. on Husb. 1. 184 To tille a felde man 
must . . eree it uppe bydene. 2523 Douglas /Ends vn. ix. 
240 And wyth ane hundreth plewis the land he aryt. 1526 
Pilgr. Perf. iW. de W. 1531) 23 After that he tempereth it 
with dong, than eareth it, soweth it, and haroweth it. 2587 
Harrison England 1. xxiv. (1877) 1. 361 A siluer saucer, .was 
eared vp by a plough. 1602 Holland Pliny L 505 When 
you ere it [the ground] vp with the plough. 1607 Norden 
Surv. Dial. 181 A plow will ayre an Acre a day. 2721-2800 
Bailey, To Ear, or Are, to till, plough, or fallow the 
Ground. 2855 Singleton Virgil I. 83 But if you’ll ear the 
soil For wh eaten harvest, 
b. absol. 

a 1000 Ags. Gosp. Luke xvii. 7 Hwylc eowerhaefkerigendne 
J>eow. <72205 Lay. 10030 Heo gtmnen to serien. 2297 F* 
Glouc. 21 Heo . . erede and sewe, So kat in lutel while gode 
comes hem grew, c 1430 Lydg. Bochas 1. xix. (1554) 35 b, 
If ye not bad hered in my calf. 1483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 74/4 
The oxen erid in the ploughe. 2526 Tindale i Cor, ix. 10 
That he which eareth should ear m hope, c 1630 in Risdon 
• Sura, Devon § 77 (1810) 78 Plough with a golden coulter. 
And eare with a gilded shere. 

2. transf. and fig. 

C1386 Chaucer Knts. T. 28, I wolde have told you fully 
. .But all this thing I moste as now forbere. I have, .a large 
feeld to ere. 1483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 271/3 With the plough 
of his tonge erye the feldes unresonable. 1558 Phaer JEneid 
11. F ij. Long pilgrimage you haue to pas, huge feelde of 
seas to eare. 2600 Fairfax Tasso 1. xiv. 22 The field of 
loue, with plow of vertue eared. 2606 Shaks. Ant. 4- CL 
1. iv. 49 Make the Sea serue them; which they eare and 
wound With keeles. 

Hence Eared, Earing- ppl. ad/s . ; Earer sb., 
a ploughman. 

2382 Wyclif Isa. xxviii. 24 Whether al day shal ere the 
erere, that he sowe. <7 1384 Chaucer H. Fame 1. 485 Without 
toune, house, or tree . . or eared land. <7 1440 Promp. Parv. 
X41 Eryar of londe, arator. 1565 Calfhill Answ. Treat. 
Crosse (1846) 178 He maketh many mysteries of the Cross : 
as the hoised sail, the earing plough, the blowing winds. 
2594 ? Greene Selimus Wks. 1881-3 XIV. 244 The vn- 
manured land, Which answeres not his earers greedie mind. 

Ear (i®i'i, vf Also 7 eare. [f. Ear sbS] intr. 
Of corn : To produce ears, come into ear. 

1443 Three K. Cologne (Bedf. MS.) vii, [In Palestine] atte 
Cristemasse barly bygynneth to ere. 26x0 G. Fletcher 
Christ's Viet, in Farr's S. P. (1848) 56 Thou with coracanst 
make this stone to eare. 1776 Barker in Phil. Trans. 
LXVI. 373 The barley . . not earing well on account of the 
dry season. 2797 Holcroft Stolberg's Trav. (ed. 2) III. 
lxx vii. t 57 The rye was .. beginning to ear. 

+ Ear, vA Obs. [f. Ear sb . 1 ; in some cases 
perh. a misspelling for hear.'] trans. To give ear to. 

1583 Stanyhurst AEneis iv. (Arb.) 117 You Gods . . Eare 
this I doe craue you. a 1626 Fletcher Two Noble Kinsm. 
in. i, Thou knew’st . . I ear'd her language. 

Ear, dial. var. of Nere, kidney. . 
t Ea'ra’ble, a. Obs. exc. dial. Forms: 5-7 
erable, 5 errabull, 6-7 errable, (herabnl), ere- 
able, 6-7 ear able. [f. Ear v . 1 + -able.] Capable 
of being ploughed ; fit for tillage. Also absol. as 
quasi-y?. Cf. Arable. 

1475 Caxton Jason (1477) 118 Good londe erable and fayr 
meaowes plente. i486 Bk. St. Albans Evj, On felde or in 
errabull londe. 1552 Huloet, Ereable, or rather arable lande. 
2598 Grenewey Tacitus' Germanic iii. (1622) 265 Their ear- 
able land they change by yeeres. 1693 W. Robertson 
Phraseol. Gen. 516 Earable, arabilis* 

Ea*r-ac!ie 0 [f. Ear 

1 . Fain in the drum of the ear ; otalgia. 

1789 W. Buchan Dom. Med. (1790) 361 When the ear-ach 
proceeds from insects, or any hard body sticking in the ear. 
1863 Fr. Kemble Resid. Georgia 63 A poor woman suffer- 
ing dreadfully from the earache. 

2 . dial. The F ield Poppy. (Britten and Holland.) 
f Ea # ral a. ? nonce-wd. That addresses the ear. 
*658 Hewyt Serm. 34 (Todd) They are not true penitents 

who are merely earal, verbal, and worded men, that speak 
more than they really intend. 

Earand, dial. f. Errand. 

“Earar, var. of Eeer, sooner. 

Ear-cockle (I®*ikp:k’l). [? f. Ear sbA + Cockle 
in some sense, perhaps the name of the weed.] 
‘A disease of wheat and other graminaceous 
plants caused by the presence of vibriones in the 
seed’ (Syd. Soc. Lex.). ' 

1836-9 Todd Cycl. Anat. II. 113/2. 
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Ear-drop (DMjdr^p). [f. Ear sb . 1 + Drop jA] 

1 . An ornamental pendant worn in the ear. 

2 . transf. The popular name of the flower of the 
common fuchsia. (Britten and Holland.) 

Eared t i»id), ppl. a 1 [f. Ear sb . 1 + -ed.] 

1. Furnished with ears (in various senses) ; in Bot. 
«=Auetculate. Eared owl : a species of owl 
which has tufts on the head resembling ears. 

1434 E.JS. Wills (1882) 101 A Iitill panne of brasse y-ered. 
3:594 Blundevil Exert, v. xii. (ed. 7) 556 He is eared and 
tailed like a Rat. 1677 Plot JV 4 A Hist. Oxfordsk. 103 This 
stone is . . eared on both sides. 1854 Woodward Mollusca 
(1856) 256 Shell sub-orbicular . . beaks approximate, eared. 
1867 Athenaeum No. 2094. 812/2 A white cap and eared 
head-dress. 1883 Fisheries Exhib. Catal . (ed. 4) 176 C, A 
group of Eared Seals. 

b. With defining word : Having (large, open, 
etc.) ears. Also Lop-eared, Prick-eared, etc. 
+ Four -eared ; ? = four-armed (said of a market 
cross). 

1514 MS. Acc. St. John's Hasp. Canterb., Pec. . . for land 
at j?e fower yeryd cros. zjz^Lond. Gaz . No, 6324/3 A 
Cart-like Gelding .. a little Wide Ear’d. 1813 Southey 
Roderick vi, The whole people heard .. open-ear’d, the 
sound. 1825 Mrs. Sherwood Old 'Rimes 11, Her hair . . was 
combed neatly under a round-eared cap. 

-f 2. (Cf. L. auriti canes in Apuleitis.) Ohs. 

1607 T opsell Four-f. Beasts in Dogs . . are called . . fierce, 
subtil, sounding, bold, eared for attention, affable, swift. 

Eared (wid )> p>pLa£ Also 4 eeryd. [f. Ear 
sbA and zl 2 + -ed.J Of corn or similar plants: 
Having ears ; in Her. having ears of a certain tinc- 
ture. Also, That has come into ear. 

1398 Trevisa Barth . De P. R. xi. vi. (1495) 393 Dewe 
gendrid in corrupt ayre . . corrumpyth grene corn whan it 
is eeryd. 1363 Hyll Garden. (1593) 105 The flour also is 
eared, much like to an ear of corne. 1589 R. Harvey PI. 
Perc. (1590) 21 A crop of toward youth, so well eared, that 
they put vs in hope of a timely haruest. 1610 Guilum 
Heraldrie in. ix. in Three Wheate stalkes, bladed and 
Eared all proper. 1623 E. Wynne in Whitbourne New- 
foundland 108 We have Wheate, Barly, Oates & Beanes 
both eared and codded. 1870 Ruskin in Daily Tel. 7 Oct., 
If one could only consider it as much a victory to get a 
barren field sown as to get an eared field stripped. 

fEarestay. ? Mistake for caresaye, obs. f. 
Kersey. 

1611 in J. Jeaffreson Middlesex County Rec. II. 71 Unam 
peciam linei vocatam Earestayes. 

Earewe, obs. form of Arrow. 

Earffch, var. of Arveth, Obs. 

j| Earik. [Ir. eiricl] Compensation, fine. 

1586 J. Hooker Girald. Irel. in Holinshed II. 23/2 When 
earike or composition is made among the late people for 
anie murther. 

t Ea'ring, vbl. sb 1 Obs. [f. Ear + -ing.] 
The action of ploughing ; a ploughing. Also 
allrib., as in earing-time. 

£1440 Promp. Paw. 141 Eryynge of londe, aracio. 1580 
Baret Alv. E 15 The first earing, or tilth of land. 1611 
Bible Ex. xxxiv. 21 In earing time and in haruest thou 
shalt rest. 16x6 Surfl. & Markh. Countr. Farm 537 Wheat 
or mesling especially doe desire to haue three earings before 
they bee^sowne. 

Earing, vbl. sb . 2 [f. Ear v.R] The process 
of coming into ear. Also concr. (see quot 1750 V 
<2iS47T. Key Erasm. Par. Mark (1548) iv. 17 Itwiddered 
awaye before it came to earing, a, 1682 Sir T. Browne 
Tracts 41 Many grains are lost which come not to sprouting 
or earing. 1730 W. Ellis Mod. Husbandm. III. I 27 
(E. D. S.) The shoot or earing of young wheat. 

Baring (I^rig), sb. Haul. Also 7-9 earring. 
[?f. Ear sb . 1 + -ing 1 ; possibly however = Ear- 
ring. (See quot. 1627.)] 'One of a number of 
small ropes employed to fasten the upper comer 
of a sail to the yard ’ (Adm. Smyth). Also attrih. 

1626 Capt. Smith A cold. Yng. Seamen 15 The trusses, the 
lifts, the earring, the cat harpmgs. 1627 — Seaman’s Gram. 
v. 23 The Earing is that part of the bunt rope which at all 
the foure corners of the saile is left open as it were a ring. 
1762 -9 Falconer Shipzv. n. 133 The weather-eaiings and 
the lee they past. 1774 PVestrn, Mag. II. 429 We’re all 
Macaronies from earing to clue. 1840 R. Dana Be/. 
Mast iv. 9 Our new second mate used to ,, have the 
weather earing passed before there was a man upon the 
yard. <rx86o H. Stuart Seaman’s Catech. 19 Head earring 
strops [are] used . . For hauling out and securing the head 
earrings. Ibid. 45 The head earrings [are] handed up to the 
earing men on the yard. Ibid. 46 The first and second reef 
earrings. 

1 22 a*r£s 2 i, a. Obs . rare. [f. Ear sb . 1 + -ish.] 
Auricular (confession). 

1554 Becon Comfort. Epist. in Prayers (1844) 201 Their 
rising up consisted* in popish penance, in feigned contrition, 
in earish confession. 

Earl ( 5 il) sb. Forms : 1-4 eorl, 2 »rl, 3 $ierl, 
3-6 erl, (4 erldl, erld, erel, errel, 5 erell, er- 
rille), 4-6 3erl, 5-7 erle, 5 urle, $orle, 6-7 yerle, 
earle, 9 Sc. yerl, 7- eaxl. See also Jarl, Yarl. 
[OE. eorl = OSax. erl { — sense I b below), ON. earl, 
later iarl, nobleman, chieftain :—OTeut. *erlo~z. 

Some scholars refer the word to the Aryan root *ers, com- 
paring Gr. epcrrip, apcrr^v male ; cf. also Earnest a. and sb. 1 
The ON. runic spelling erilaa seems however unfavourable 
to this view. The notion that eorl is a corruption of ealdor 
is wholly untenable.] 

; f 1 . A man of noble rank, as distinguished from 
Viceorl, Churl, or ordinary freeman. Only in OE. 


la 616 Laws o/Ethelbert p 13 Gif on eorles tune man man- 
nan ofsleaihf? xii scillinga sebete. a 1000 Byrhtnoth 132 
Eode swa anned eorl to }?am ceorle. 

t b. In OE. poetry used for: A warrior, a 
brave man, a man generally. 

Beowulf 357 paer HroSgar saet . . mid his eorla gedriht. 
a 1000 Riddles xlvii. 6 (Gr.) Ealra waeron fife eorla and 
idesa. <21000 Crist 546 (Gr.) Hwite cwoman eorla ead- 
giefan englas togeanes. a 1000 Caedmon's Gen. 1844 pa com 
ellenrof eorl si&ian Abraham. 

f 2. In late OE. : A Danish under-king (see 
Jarl) ; hence (under Cnut and his successors) the 
viceroy or governor of one of the great divisions 
of England, Wessex, Northumbria, Mercia, etc. 
(In this sense practically synonymous with the 
native title of Alderman.) Obs. exc. Hist. 

0906 Laws of Edw. 4 Guthrum P 12 Gif man ^ehadodne 
. . forraede . . ponne sceal him cyng been oppon eorl pser on 
lande. .for mae^ and for mund boran. c 1042 Chart . Leofric 
in Cod. Dipl. IV. 72 Leofric eorl and his gebedda habbaS 
xeunnen twa land for Codes lufan. <21123 0 . E. Chron . 
(Laud) an. 1048 Man sette pa Odda to eorle ofer Defenascire, 
& ofer Sumersmton, etc. 1761 Hume Hist. Eng. I. iii. 72 
Canute . .created Thurkill earl or duke of East Anglia. 

8 . After the Norman Conquest regarded as equi- 
valent to the Lat. comes Count. 

+ a. generally. Applied to all feudal nobles and 
princes bearing the Romanie title of Count ; also 
Hist, to the officers called comites under the later 
Roman empire. In ME. often used as the typical 
designation of a great noble. Obs. (In Hist, use 
Count is now always employed in this sense,) 
c 1175 Cott. Horn. 231 Se hlaford into par halle come, mid 
his dierewurd jeferede, mid aerlen and aldren. a 1200 
Moral Ode 324 m Trin. Coll. Horn. 230 We mihten habben 
more .. pan 3ierles. and kinges. a 1300 Cursor M. 13270 
Noght o riche kinges kin Ne of erel pan gret baron, c 1380 
Wyclif Whs. (1880) 386 Dukis & erlis, barons & knyxtis. 
1387 Trevisa Higde?i (Rolls) VI. 251 Rouland eorl of 
pe paleys. cx 400 Destr. Troy 4068 Ascalaphus, a skathil 
duke. .And Hehninus, a hede vrle,hadyn to-gedur Thretty 
shippes. c 1420 Chron. Vilod. 269, Duke, Errelle, ana 
eke Baroun. c 1440 Promp. Parv. 141 Erie, lorde, comes. 
1483 Caxtqn G. de la TourlL x}, The sone of an erle of that 
land. 1377 Holinshed Chron. I. 72/2 Nectaridus one of 
the emperours house earle of the sea coast, hauing charge 
of the parties towards the sea, was slaine. 1655 M. Carter 
Hon. Rediv. (1660) 51 We used the word Earl for gentle or 
noble. 1799 H. Hunter tr. St. Pierre I. 354 Christianity., 
wrested in France enormous possessions out of the hands of 
the Earls and Barons. 

b. spec. In England, Scotland, and Ireland, the 
title of a specific order of rank, corresponding to 
Count in the nobility of other European nations ; 
in the modem peerage an earl ranks next below 
a marquis, and next above a viscount. 

Under the Norman kings the title of earl (count) implied 
the governorship or the feudal lordship of a County ; subse- 
quently the territorial designation ! Earl of Derby, of Leices- 
ter) became,, as in other degrees of the peerage, purely 
formal, and in some cases a surname is used instead las 
Earl Brownlow, Earl Cowper). When a duke or a marquis 
has an earldom as his second title., this is ‘ by courtesy* 
given to his eldest son : thus the heir of the Duke of Nor- 
thumberland is Earl Percy, of the Marquis of Winchester, 
the Earl of Wiltshire. 

a 1123 O. E. Chron. an. 1101 purh pone eorl Rodbert of 
Normandie pe mid unfriSe hider to lande fundode. 1140 
Ibid., On pis gser wolde pe king Stephne tascen Rod- 
bert eorl of Gloucestre. 1297 R. Glouc. 523 He .. bi- 
leuede the erl marschal & the erl of Chestre there. 1375 
Barbour Bruce xi. 234 Twa Erlis alsua with him war. 1473 
Warkw. Chron. 1 Lord StafForde was made Erie of Devyn- 
shire. 1536 Wriothesley Chron. (1875) I. 41 Moste of the 
Kings Councell, as erles, lordes and nobles of this realme. 
1356 Chron. Gr. Friars 54 Sir John Dudley that was am- 
relle of the see was made yerle of Warwyk. 1393 Shaks. 
2 Hen. VI , 11. ii. 79 The Earle of Warwick Shall one day 
make the Duke of Yorke a King. 1768 Blackstone Comm . 
1. x. xii. 310 An earl is a title of nobility. 1816 Scott Old 
Mort. 293 Levied an armed regiment under the Yerl of Angus. 
f4. A director, superintendent. 

1483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 382/1 Thenne the erle of the 
sacrefyses gaue moche money. 

5. Comb, f earl-right. (Only in OE. and Hist.) 
c 1030 Laws of Cnut in Thorpe Laws 81 Gif pegen gepeah 
paet he wearS to eorle ponne wses he syppan eorl-rihtes 
weorSe. 1873 Stubbs Const. Hist. I. v. 80 The. .man who 
has * thriven to eorl-right or who has his forty hides. 
Earl, vP Sc. [var. of Arle vi\ To 'fasten’ 
by earnest-money, pledge, betroth. 

c *375 J Barbour St. Agnes 26 In takine of wedinge He 
erlis haime with his rynge. a 1810 Tannahill My Mary , 
The heavenly vow I got, That earled her my own. 
t Lari, v . 2 ? nonce-wd. [? f. Earl sbi\ trans. 
? To be the lord of. 

a 1400-50 Alexander 4646 Alexander, that aire * pat erles 
all pe werd. 

t Ear-lage. rare~~ x . (See quot.) 

1607 Topsell Four f. Beasts 439 The ear-lages or ear-laps 
of a Mule. 

Earldom (5-jldam). [f. Earl sb. 4 -DOM.] The 
domain or territory governed by an earl [obs. exc. 
Hist) ; the rank or dignity of an earl. 

a X123 O. E. Chron. an. 1053 (Laud MS.) Feng riSlfgar eorl 
to Sam eorldome pe Harold aer ahte. 1297 R. Glouc. 523 
Sir Peris de Roches . . The king 3et . . erldom of Glouces- 
tre. 1387 Trevisa Higden (Rolls) II. 85 Two and pritti 
schires . . pat now beep i-cleped erldoms. 1495 Act 2 Hen. 
VII, xxxiii. § 2 Londes and tenementes parcelles of the 
seid Erledome of Marche. 1330 Palsgr. 49 Conte , an 


erledom. 1394 Shaks. Rich. Ill, iv. ii. 93, I clayme the 
gift. .Th’ Earledome of Hertford, Which you haue promised. 
1682 Dryden Satyr 124 Others with Titles and new Earl- 
doms Caught. a 1745 Swift Lett. (1768) IV. 317 [Henry II] 
bequeathed that earldom [Anjou] to the second [son] in ' his 
last sickness. 1841 W. Spalding Italy <£ 1 1 . 1 st. II. 11S 
Robert Guiscard, about 1059, united his own person all 
these earldoms. 1848 Macaulay Hist. Eng. I. 537 His 
marquisate became extinct ; but his son was permitted to 
inherit the ancient earldom. 1874 Daily News 17 Feb. 3/4 
The accession of Viscount St. Lawrence to the earldom of 
Howth. 

Jig. 1393 Langl. P. PI. C. m, 88 The erldom of enuye and 
yre hehym grauntep. 

Earled ppl. a. nonce-wd. Turned into an earl. 
5606 Earl Northampton in True 4 Perf. Relat. Pp 3b, 
As the Prior of Duresme [wondered] of his Earled Bishop. 

Earless utiles), &- 1 [f. Ear sb. 1 4 - -less.] 

1. Having no ears: a. of human beings and 
animals; b. of drinking vessels, etc. (cf. Ear 
sb. 1 / ' ; c. Conch, of bivalve shells. 

i6ix Cotgr., Essoreille .. earelesse, without eares. 1796 
Morse Amer, Geog. I. 105 Earless mammot [misspelt Jar 
marmot]. 1828 Black w. Mag. XXIII. 598 He was . . ear- 
less, eyeless, cheekless, noseless, and chinless. 1854 Wood- 
ward Mollusca (1856) 261 Aucella .. left umbo prominent, 
earless. 1870 E. Peacock Ralf Skirl. II. 136 Dainty little 
earless china cups. 

2. Destitute of the sense of hearing, or of mu- 
sical ear. Also poet, of places: Where nothing 
can be heard. 

1802 Words w. Sonn. To Toussaini POuv., In some deep 
dungeon’s earless den. 1863 Alex. Smith Summ. Skyel. 
180 Weary of singing his songs to the earless rocks and 
sea waves. 1876 Miss Yonge Womank. vi. 44 Just as the 
earless are given up as to music. 

Earless (I®ules), a. 2 [f. Ear jA-] Of stalks 
of com : Destitute of ears. 

? a 1400 Chester PI., Death Abel 1. (1843) 38 Cain. Thes 
earles comes. . offer I will to daye. 

Earlet (Lulet). [f. Ear sb 1 + -let ; in sense 1 
after Bracelet.] 

1 1. An ear-ring. Obs. 

1609 Bible (Douay) Prov. xxv. 12 A golden earlet. 

2. Anything resembling a small ear. fa. An 
auricle of the heart, b. Bot. ** Auricle 2. c. 
?An attachment to a church bell. 

1668 Culpepper & Cole Bari hoi. Anat. 11. vii. 107 The 
parts of the Heart . . are either externally seen, as the Earlets. 
c 1720 W. Gibson Fanner's Guide \. iii. '(1738) 27 There 
belong also to the Heart, two Auricles or Earlets. 1865 
ir. Hugo's Hunchback iv. iii. (Chapman and H.) 144 He 
seized the brazen monster by the earlets. 1883 Syd. Soc. 
Lex., Earlet , an ear-Uke appearance produced by an in- 
dentation in the leaves of some of the foliose Hepaticae. 

+ Ea*rliemess. Obs. [f. earlier, compar. deg. 
of Early a. + -ness.] The quality of being more 
early, priority. 

1674 N. Fairfax Bulk 4 Selv. Cont., A Moreness of 
worlds, and Earlyerness of this world, stand upon the same 
untrusty bottom. 

t Ea’rlily, adv. Obs . [f. Early <2. + >ly 2 .] 

At an early period or stage. 

1669 Pepys Diary 4 Mar., And so I parted, with great 
content that I had so earlily seen him there. 1678 Bp. 
Wetenhall Office of Preaching 742 That it [preaching] 
was earlily required of the Presbyters, we have already seen 
out of the pretended Apostolical constitutions. 1713 Steele 
Englishman No. 46. 302, I thus earlily let go my Fire 
against the Pretender’s Friends. 

Earliness (Mines), [f. Early a. + -ness.] 
The state or condition of being early; formerly 
also, promptitude, zeal. 

a 1626 Donne Serm. 245 There is a youth in our age and 
an earlinesse acceptable to God in every action. 1640 Bp. 
Hall Episc. 1. xii. 52 Our owne Authours are alledged 
for the earlinesse of this Apostasie. 1682 Addr. fr. Wor- 
cester in Land. Gaz. No. 1707/5 Our former Earliness and 
Stability in Duty, had given us the Character of the Loyal 
City of Worcester. 1820 Scott Monast. xx, That we may 
strive to-morrow, with, the sun’s eariiness, to wake a stag 
from his lair. 1866 Mrs. Gaskell Wives % Dau. I. 328 No 
one objected to the eariiness of his call, 
t Ba rlings, st. pl. Obs. [? f. Ear sb . 1 +-ling.] 
Possibly a transl. of Fr. oreUleties 1 wires about a 
woman’s head ’ (Miege Fr. Diet 1701) ; cf. Ear- 
wires. 

1660 Rates in Act Tonnage <§• Poundage 12 Chas. II, 16 
Earlings, the Groce cont. 12 dozen, j 4 1721 C. King Brit . 
Merck. 1. 290 Catlings, Earlings, Outnall, Thred, Ticking, 
Copperas [in list of Imports from France]. 

Earlishness (5*ilijnes). nonce-wd. [f. Earl sb. 
•f -ish + -ness ; OE, had eorlisc ( = earlish) in the 
sense ‘noble, like an earl’.] The distinctive quality 
of an earl. 

1876 M. Collins Blacksm. 4 Schol. II. 126 The Earl had 
no particular earlishriess about Jiim- 
Ea rl Ha rshal, A high officer of state, 
formerly the deputy of the Constable as judge of 
the curia militaris or court of chivalry. The title 
was originally ' marshal*, but one of the holders of 
the dignity became in 1189 Earl of Pembroke, and 
it has never since been held by a person of lower 
rank than an earl. The office is now hereditary 
in the line of the Dukes of Norfolk, its functions 
being now confined to the presidency of the 
Heralds’ College and the right of appointing its 
officers, and to certain purely ceremonial duties. 


EAKIaSHIP. 


EAB-MABK. 


The equivalent Scottish office of marischal became in 
14th c, hereditary in the family of Keith ; in 1458 the holder 
of the office was created an earl under the title of Earl 
Marischal ; the last Earl Marischal was attainted in 1716. 

1297 R, Glouc. (Rolls ser.) 10733 Wiliam f?e erl marschal 
deidejmlke get alas. 1495 Act xx Hen. VII , xxxv. Prearnb. , 
The. . office of Erie Marchall of this Realtne. 1603 Drayton 
Bar. Wars iR.) Being earl-marshall, .welcomes her ashore. 
1766 Entick London IV. 27 The four pursuivants .. are 
also created by the earl-marshal. 1837 Penny Cycl. IX. 
242/1 Earl Marshal of England . . orders all great cere- 
monials. 

SSarlsMp (auljip). In OE. eorlscipe. [f. Earl 
sb. +-SHIP. In sense 2 the word is of later and 
independent formation.] 

fl. Manliness, bravery ; nobility, lordship. Only 
in OE. 

Beowulf x^ (Gr.) Eard and eorlscipe. ax 000 Widsith 
37 (Gr.) No hwae&re he ofer Offan eoriscype fremede. 

2 . The dignity or office of an earl [Hist'). Also, 
your carls hip : used as a humorous or quasi -arch. 
form of address. 

1792 H. /Brooke Fool of Quality V. 268 Allow me to repair 
my omission by presenting to your earlship her little high- 
ness Abenaide [ed. 1 1770 has your lordship]. 1828 Scott 
F. M. Perth III. 295, I thank your noble earlship. 1883 
H. M. Kennedy tr. Ten Brink’s E. E. Lit. 115 The forma- 
tion of the new great earlships. 

Early ( 5 *iU), a. Forms : 3 earlich, 4-5 erli, 
erly, 6 yerly, 7 earely, 6- early. See the adv. 
Not found in OE., and only rarely in ME. ; pro- 
bably evolved from the adv. Cf. the equivalent 
ON. ctrligr , which is also of rare occurrence.] 

I. Absolutely or relatively near to the beginning 
of a portion of time : opposed to late. 

When used with a sb. denoting a division of time, it some- 
times gives to the latter a partitive sense; thus the early 
spring- the early part of the spring ; the early mornings 
the early part of the morning ; similarly the early nmeteenth 
century, etc. 

1 . With reference to the time of day. 

a. Belonging to the first part of the morning ; 
that exists, takes place, appears, or does something 
in the first part of the morning. Proverb, The 
early bird gets the warm; hence early bird, hu- 
morously *» early riser. 

In early riser , early rising , the first word may either be 
taken as an adj., or the phrase may be treated as a com- 
bination in which the first element is the adv. (cf. well-doer, 
-doing). The former view seems most in accordance with 
the modem grammatical consciousness, and is supported by 
the analogy of the similar phrase in quot. 1225. 

<21225 Alter, R. 258 His earlich ariste from deaS to liue. 
1398 Trevisa Barth. De P . R. xx. xxii.! 1495) 360 Mane the 
erly dawnynge makyth ende of the nyght lytyll and lytyll. 
c 1450 Sir Bettes (MS. M.) 1929 Beuys sayde : ‘ Yet is it but 
erly day V 1594 Shaks. Rich. Ill, v. iii. 209 The early 
Village Cock Hath twice done salutation to the Morne. 
t6tx Bible Hosea vi. 4 Your goodnesse is as a morning 
cloud, and as the early dew it goeth away, c 1645 Howell 
Lett. II. xiv, He that hath once got the fame of an 
early riser, may sleep till noon, 1667 Milton P. L. iv. 
642 Sweet is the breath of morn, her rising sweet, With 
charm of earliest Birds. 1785 Cowper Tiroc. 765 Where 
early rest makes early rising sure. 1808 J. Barlow 
Cohtmb. 1. 356 Whose watchful priest would meet, with 
matin blaze, His earlier God. 1833 R. Hogg Let. in Lock- 
hart Scott (1839) IX. 111 He asked me if I was an early 
riser. 1866 A rab. hits. 487 It was time to get up for early 
prayers before sunrise. 

b. Relatively near to the beginning of the day 
(or night). Of events or actions ; Taking place at 
an hour relatively not far advanced, or before the 
usual hour. Small-ami-early : applied in recent 
use to evening parties ; colloq. also as quasi-iA 

1848-60 Bartlett Diet. Arner The meeting will begin 
at early candle-light 1865 Dickens Mut. Fr. i. xi. 83 
Mrs. Podsnap added a small and early evening to the dinner, 

c. To keep early hours : to rise and retire early. 
Early habits : habits of keeping early hours. Hence 
colloq. the adj. is applied to persons. 

1754 Richardson Graitdison V. xvii. 114 Early hours .. 
and ease, without hurry, will do everything. 1781 Cowper 
Retirem. 429 What early philosophic hours he keeps. Mod. 
They are early people, and seldom go out in the evening, 
fd. absol. a Eariy morning, early hour. Obs. 
1382 Wyclif Ecclus. xviii. 26 Fro erli vnto euen the tyme 
shal ben chaunged. 1604 Shaks. Oth. 11. iii. 7 To morrow 
with your earliest, Let me haue speech with you. 

2 . Relatively near to the beginning of the year. 
Of things or events: Appearing or occurring rela- 
tively soon in the year; esp. of plants with re- 
gard to their time of bearing flowers or fruit. 

1526 Tindale fames v. 7 Untill he receave the yerly and 
the latter rayne. 1597 Shaks. 2 Hen. IV, 1. iii. 38 In an 
early Spring, We see th' appearing buds, which to proue 
fruite, Hope giues not so much warrant. 1632 Milton 
L'A llegro 89 If the earlier season lead. 1664 Evelyn Kal. 
Hort. (1729) 192 Fruits and Flowers, are more early or tardy 
.. according as the Soil and Situation are qualify'd by 
Nature or Accident. 1697 Dryden Virg. Georg. 1. 67 
Ev'n in this early Dawning of the Year. 1811 W. Spencer 
Poems 98 Sere, sere was ev’ry earlier rose. 1861 Miss 
Pratt Flmver. PI. V. 204 Early Purple Orchis. 

3 . With reference to a lifetime, 

a. Pertaining to or connected with childhood 
or youth, b. Relatively near to the beginning of 
a lifetime or career. (Sometimes contextually = 
premature, too early.) 
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3630 Lord Banians 62 They marry about the seventh 
year . . that the parents might before death see their chil- 
dren disposed, which commeth to pass by these earely 
conjunctions. 1705 Addison Italy (Ded.V I had a very 
early Ambition to recommend my self to Your Lordship’s 
Patronage, 1742 Young Hi. Th. v. 899 Early, not sudden, 
was Narcissa’s fate. 1771 Junius Lett. xlix. 256 The duke 
..was in life your earliest friend. 3780 Cowper Progr. 
Err. 354 Our most important are our earliest years. 2848 
Macaulay Hist. Eng. II. 109 Henry Wharton, . , whose 
early death was soon after deplored by men of all parties. 
2875 Emerson Lett. # Sac. Aims., Poet 4* I mag. Wks. (Bohn) 
III. 158 Music and rhyme are among the earliest pleasures 
or the child. 1875 Jowett Plato (ed. 2) V. 36 The man 
who is to be goon at anything must have early training. 

If Used by Byron for : Youthful, young. 

1814 Byron Lara 1. xx, Blest are the early hearts and 
gentle hands That mingle therein well-according bands. 
1818 — Juan 1. xliii, Lucretius' irreligion is too strong For 
early stomachs. 

4 . Belonging or relating to the initial stage of 
a historical epoch, of the history of a people, of 
the world, of a science, etc. ; ancient. So early 
history , early records. 

1672-5 Comber Comp. Temple (1702) 558 There are no 
More, or earlyer Laws than these. 1747 Collins Passions 
2 While yet in early Greece she sung. 1787 Bonnycastle 
Astron. i. 3 Astronomy is a science of the earliest antiquity. 
3794 Sullivan View Hat. I. 106 _ Anaxagoras seems to 
have been one of the earliest philosophers . ./who held 
this doctrine. 1821 Craig Led. Drawing vii. 373 The 
early engravers . . never attempted to express more than 
the drawing and the actual light and shadows. 1848 Ma- 
caulay Hist. Eng. 1 . 593 After the fashion of an earlier 
generation. Ibid. II. 399 Early fathers of the Church. 
1851 Rusk in Stones Ven. (1874) I. viii. 90 Wherever we 
find the level, .square occurring.. in early Northern work. 
2875 Jowett Plato ^ (ed. 2) III. x, In the early Church 
he exercised a real influence. 1875 F ortnum Maiolica 92 
Two large and finely painted early dishes. 

b. Archit . Early English: the name com- 
monly applied to the period of English architec- 
ture succeeding the so-called ‘Norman’, and usu- 
ally described as extending from a.d. 1175 to 1275 ; 
also the style characteristic of that period ; also 
called Early Pointed, First Pointed. 

1851 Ruskin Stones Ven. _ I. 106 The Early English 
capital is, therefore, a barbarism of triple grossness. 1879 
Sir G. Scott Led. Archit. I. 123 The round moulded 
capital is characteristic of the English Early Pointed. Ibid. 
13S The Early Pointed style was from 1175 to 1275. 

5. generally. Connected with the initial part of 
any division of time, any continuous action, etc. ; 
also, anterior in comparison with something else ; 
timely, done or taking place without delay, or 
before it is too late. In compar. and superl. ** 
former, foremost (in time). 

1767 Gooch Wounds I. 191 This consideration shou'd en- 

f age our earliest and closest attention to the rules. 1791 
!urke App. Whigs Wks, VI. 9 Made men remiss in early pre- 
caution. 1795 Southey Joan of A rc ix. 303 Fear not for Bur- 
gundy !. .Our earliest scouts Shall tell his homeward march. 
1814 Scott Ld. of Isles vi. iii, Bruce's earliest cares restore 
That speechless page to Arran's shore. 1882 Pebody Eng. 
Journalism xxi. 153 The early part of this century. 

b. Of future dates and events : Not remote, near 
at hand. 

1857 Livingstone Trav. Introd. 8 There being no pros- 
pect of an early peace. Mod. An early date has been fixed 
for the ceremony. Please reply at your earliest convenience. 

II. 8. With reference to serial order : Occupy- 
ing a position near the beginning. 

1707 Loud. Gaz. No. 4333/8 They will Advance Money 
upon early Tallies. Mod. The early chapters of the book. 
The early prime numbers. 

Early (srrii), adv. Forms: 1 Northumb. firlfee, 
eerlfce, 2-4 erliche, 3 earliche, 4 erlike, erli, 
erely, eerly, arliche, orly, Sc. airlie, 3-4 arli, 
4-5 erly, 5 $erlyche, yerely, north . 4-5 areli, 
-1 y, 4-6 Sc. ar-, ayr-, airly, 5 Sc. yarly, 6 yerle, 
6-7 earely, 6- early. [OE. drlice ( — ON. drliga ) 
f. *dr ( — ON. dr) positive deg. of Ere-h-Z/c* 
-LT 2 , The ME. forms with 0 descend directly 
from this; the OE. var. strike (with umlaut or 
assimilation to ser ) gave rise to arli, erli (whence 
the mod form).] 

I. Near the beginning of a period of time. 

1 . With reference to the time of day. 
a. In the first part of the morning. 
c 1950 Ltndisf Gosp. John viii. 2 And serlice [c 975 Rushw. 
arlice] asftersona cuom in temple, cx 200 Trin. Coll. Horn, 
13 Erliche rise, and gernliche seche chireche. a 1225 Ancr. 
R. 20 Siggeft . . prime ij>e winter erliche. a 1300 Cursor M. 
2817 Rot arli [3340 Fairf. erly], ar men well moght see, pe 
angls badd loth do him nee. c 1320 Senyn Sag. (W.) 203 The 
child, .ros arliche amorewen. X330 R. Brunne Chron . (1810)32 
He suld fynd a palmereorly at morn. 1375 Barbour Bruce 
V, 554 For to riss airly euirilk day. c X380 Wyclif 
Wks. (1880) 460 He wakide eerly to his puple. C1420 
Chron. Vilod. 785 In Asterre day jerlyche in be mornyng. 
c 1425 Wyntoun Cron. ix. i. 65 Rycht airly in til pe 
dawing. 15x3 Douglas fiEneis vm. viii. 23 At mor- 
row full ayrly Eneas haistis vp, and mycht nocht ly. 
1513 Bradshaw St. Werburge (1848) 165 This Judith 
, . rose . up yerle. 1535 Coverdale Ps. cxviii[xix]. 147 
Early in y’ momynge do I crie vnto the, 159a Shaks. 
Rom. 4* jut. v, iii. 188 What misaduenture is so earely vp? 
<2x665 J* Goodwin Filled w. Spirit (1867) Early up 
and never the nearer. 17x1 Steele Sped. No. 49 p 2 
Young Fellows , . who rise early for no other purpose but to 


publish their Laziness. 1832 Tennyson May Queen Cali 
me early, mother dear. 1884 J. Hawthorne in Harter's 
Mag. Feb. 433/2 You must get up early to get the better of 
a man who has been a parson. 

b. Relatively near to the beginning of the day 
(or night) ; at an hour not far advanced. 

1495 Act 11 Hen. VII, xxii, § 4 Laborers . . late commyng 
unto their werke, erly departing therefro. 1832 G. Downes 
Lett. Cent. Countries 1 . 458 We resumed our journey early. 
x8oz Southey Thalaba iv. xviii. Earlier the night came on* 
x8go Tennyson In Mem . evii, A bitter day that early sank 
Behind a purple-frosty bank Of vapour. 

c. Early and late : at all hours, continuously, 
incessantly. 

C1330 Assuntp. Virg. (BM. MS.) 302 Erliche & late to 
gladen J>ee. c 1325 E. E. A llit. P. A. 392 What lyf }e lede, 
erly & late. C1440 York Myst. xxii. 124 Be subgette to 
j?i souereyne Arely and, late. 1590 Pasquil's Apol. 1. 
C iij b, His conuersation among them . . was . . all manner 
of seasons, earely, and late. [1621 Quarles Esther (1717) 
28 Prayr . , finds admittance, whether earl' or late.] 1766 
Goldsm. Vic. W. xx, I was up early and late. 

2 . Relatively near to the beginning of the year. 
1626 Bacon Sylva § 421 An Eariy-Comming Fruit. 1664 
Evelyn Kal. Hort . (1720) 191 Early-set Anemonies. 1795 
Burke Th. on Scarcity Wks. VII. 406 All the early sown 
grain recovered itself. Mod. Some of the species flower 
very early. 

8 . With reference to a lifetime, 
a. In childhood or youth, b. At a time rela- 
tively near to the beginning of a lifetime or 
career. (Sometimes contextually — too early, pre- 
maturely.) 

a 1225 Leg. Kath. xx 6 Hire fader hefde iset hire earliche 
to lare.^ C1340 Cursor M. lEdinb. MS.) 23046 pat. .arlik to 
od )>rim tok. ^ 1612-15 Bp. Hall Contempt. Q. T. xu. iv, 
amuel began his acquaintance with God early. 1697 D r yden 
Virg. Georg, hi. 265 Early begin the stubborn Child to 
break. 1767 Fordyce Serm. Yng. Worn. 11 . xii. 200 She lost 
her father early. 1815 Scribbleomania 252 Where the seeds 
of virtue are early planted. 1835 Willis Pencil/ mgs l. 
xiv. 105 The early-learnt history of the family. 1871 Morley 
Voltaire (i886> 107 Voltaire perceived very eai*ly in life that 
to be needy was to be dependent. 

4 . At or near the beginning of a historical epoch, 
of the history of the nation, the world, a science, 
etc. ; far back in date, anciently. 

c 1340 Cursor M. 9001 (Fairfax MS.), Allas arly Tr/. r. arli, 
erly] pis gile be-gan. pat adam pat was formast man.. was 
begiled porou a wife. 1658 Sir T. Browne Hydriot. 
ii. 7 The Romans themselves were early in no small 
numbers. 1774 Goldsm. Hat. Hist . (1776) IV. 312 The 
Americans early found out its useful qualities. 1848 Ma- 
caulay Hist. Eng. I. 317 As early as the reign of Elizabeth. 

5 . generally. In the initial part of any division 
of time, any continuous action, etc. Also, at a 
time anterior with respect to something else ; in 
good time, without delay, before it is too late. 

1655 Milton Sonn. ‘ Avenge , OLord ' 14 That from these 
may grow A hundredfold, who .. Eariy may fly the Baby- 
lonian woe. 1697 Dryden Virg. Georg, m. 545 Early they 
stall their Flocks and Herds, xyox W. Wotton Hist. Rome 
Alex. i. 457 This Abuse was early redrest. 1807 T. Jefferson 
Writ. (1830) IV. 71 He very early saw that the fidelity of the 
western country was not to be shaken . 1857 B uckle Civiliz. 
I. vii. 456 This great and salutary reaction began early in 
the present century. 1863 H. Cox Instit . 1. vi. 41 A Parlia- 
ment . . may . . be convened earlier tor dispatch of business. 
1872 Raymond Mines 200 Early in December the weather be- 
comes too cold and stormy. 

II. 0 . Referring to serial order. Near the be- 
ginning of the series. 

Mod. His name appears very early in the list, 
f Eaman. Obs. rare. In 3 hearman. [f. 
stem of Ear v.l + Man.] A cultivator. 

C1230 Hali Meid. 47 All swuch as weren ear ha gulten 
his earste hearmen. 

BaT-marlr, sb. [f. Ear sb. 1 + Mark j£.] 

1 . A mark in the ear of a sheep or other animal, 
serving as a sign of ownership. 

1523 Fitzherb. Hush. § 52 Se that they [the sheep] be 
well marked, both eare-marke, pitche-marke, and radel- 
marke. 1681 Lond. Gaz. No. 1625/4 Lost. . a White Mare 
..no Ear-mark. 1683 Col. Rec. Penn. 1 . 65 Punishm 1 for 
those y l shall presume to alter their Neighbours Bare or 
Brand Mark. 1725 Bradley Fain. Did. 1 L s. v. Marking, 
Some mark them with Raddle and make Ear Marks, 

2 . transf and Jig. A ‘stamp’, mark of owner- 
ship, identifying mark. 

1577-87 Harrison in Holinshed Descr. Brit. xx. 115 This 
proverbe hath, .been used as an eare marke of their dissim- 
ulation. 1622 R. Hawkins Voy. S. Sea < 1847' 67 We should 
see foure, five, and more, which had, as it were, our eare- 
marke ; one hurt upon the backe, another neere the tayle, 
another about the fy tines. 1670 Brooks Wks. (1867) VI. 99 
God makes this the ear-mark of his people, that they are 
children that will not lie. 1672 Marvell Reh. Transp. 1. 
15 1 Fanatick Money hath no Ear-mark. 1879 Trollope 
Thackeray 201 His [Thackeray's] most besetting sin m 
style,— the little earmark by which he is most conspicuous. 

3 . The mark of teeth in the ear, 

1837-40 Haliburton Clockm., They said it was a biter bit, 
and they came, .to see which critter would get the ear-mark. 
32 a'r-mar k, V. [partly f. prec. sb. ; partly u 
Ear sb. 1 + Mark v.] 

I. tram. To mark (animals) in the ear as a sign 
of ownership or identity ; fig. to mark (anything) 
as one’s own, make its identity recognizable, by 
a special sign. Hence Ea*r-marEed ppl. a. 

1591 Spenser M. Hubberd 188 Least we . .for eare marked 
beasts abroad be bruted. x6xa R. Carpenter Soules Bent. 


EARIST. 
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EARNEST. 


76 1 will heere let them passe as eare-markt slaves of Sa- 
than. 1641 Best Farm. Bks. (1856) 4 It is a goode way to 
earemarke lambes as they fall. 1882 Standard \ 2 Jan. 5 
The troubles which an ear-marked cheque avoids. 1882 
Montague Williams Def Dr. Lamsou in Times 14 Mar., 
Why did the prisoner go down to Wimbledon and earmark 
his visit by, etc. 

+ 2 . {nonce-use.) To mark a person by cutting 
his ears (in the pillory). 

1660 S, Fisher R us ticks Alarm Wks. (1679) 125 The 
Practice of. .pilloring, gagging, Ear-marking, Noseshtting. 

f Ram, sb. Obs. rare. [OE. mm = (by meta- 
thesis) ON. rann, Goth, ram OTeut. *razno jn * 
cogn. with Rest. The OE. word is chiefly found 
in compounds, as bere-ern, hordern ; see quots. 
under Barn, Saltern.] A place, dwelling, hut. 

a tooo Laws of hie 57 (Bosw.) Birefi into his serne. 1664 
Fladdan F. iii. 25 Who had been shroud in shepherds earn. 
Ram G- in )> z'- 1 Eorms: a. 1 earnian, 2-4 
erni9(n, erne(n, 5 arne, 6-7 earne, 7- earn. 

/3. 1 saearnian, 2 jearnien, iarnien, iernien, 

6 3arn, yerne, yearne, yarn, (9 dial, year n, 
yarn's. [OE. earnia?i, ge-earnian, repr. an OTeut. 
type *aznbjan, f. *azn& ^ON. gnn) labour, properly 
field-labour, connected with Goth. -mans, OHG. 
aran (whence MHG. erne, mod.G . ernte) harvest, 
Goth, asneis, OHG. esni hired labourer, OE. 
esne serf, labourer, man. The primary sense is 
therefore ‘ to obtain as the reward of labour The 
OE. earnian corresponds in meaning with OHG. 
arnin , but in form with OHG. arnSn, which derives 
its sense ‘to reap’ independently from the sb. 

The ME. forms with initial 3 or y may in some cases 
descend from OE. ge-eamian ; the mod. dial, forms with y 
prob. represent the simple vb. ; cf. yerth, yale for earth , 
ale (OE. ealoi. 

1. trans. To render an equivalent in labour or 
service for (wages) ; hence, to obtain or deserve 
(money, praise, any advantage) as the reward of 
labour. In early use in wider sense : To de- 
serve ; to obtain as a recompense. (In OE. the 
simple vb. governs the genit. case, the compound 
ge-earnian the accusative.) 

<•888 K. Alfred Boeth. in Sweet Ags. Reader 'ed, 5) ix. 
47 Wuton agifan esne [Orpheus] his wif, for Saem he hi 
naefS geearnad mid his hearpunga. <21000 Guthlac 767 
(Gr.) SoSfaestra saula. .earniaS on eor$an ecan lifes. a 1175 
Colt. Horn. 223 J»at hi sceoldan mid edmodnisse & mid her- 
samnisse 3earnie pa wuniunge on hefe rice. CI175 Lamb. 
Horn. 93 pet Seo edmode isomnunge iernade et gode, pet mu- 
chel er fie engles . .forluren. a 1529 Skelton Vox Populi 1. 
339 Yoke man, .trewly his goodes to yerne. 1529 Lyndesay 
Complaynt 50 Lang seruyce 3arnis ay rewaird. 1591 N ashe 
Prognost. 23 Many shall drinke more than they can yearne. 
a 1687 Petty Pol. Aritk. (1690) 107 There was earned in 
four years . . the summe of four Millions. 1771 Junius Lett . 
liv. 286 These praises, .have been dearly earned. 1833 Ht. 
Martineau Loom 4 Lugg. 1. i. 8 Do they all earn wages ? 
1851 M ayhew Lond. Labour 1 . 359, * I must . . yearn my own 
living.* 1851 Ruskin Mod. Paint . II. in. 1. xy. § 11 The 
effort of men to earn, rather than to receive, their salvation. 
2863 Barry Dockyard Econ. 147 Go into any private work- 
shop where old men are earning as^ much as young men, 
and you will find that they are earning it. 

b. Of qualities or actions : To procure as a 
direct consequence (a name, reputation, etc.) for a 
person. 

iS9^ Spenser F. Q. vi. i. 40 The which shal nought to you 
but foule dishonor yearne. 1876 Green Short H ist. iii. § 7 
(1882) 148 The stern justice of nis rule earned the hatred of 
the disorderly baronage. M od. His eccentricities had 
earned for him the nickname of ‘ The Madman *. 

e. Of money invested ; also of an implement, 
etc. : To be the means of producing (an income 
or money return). 

*887 Times (weekly ed.) 30 Sept. 1/4 The line .. would 
earn at least four per cent. 

t d. inlr. To do work for (a reward or result). 
1589 Warner Alb. Eng. vi. xxx. (1612) 148 Now Mars. . 
Anchises and Adonis .. May earne for babes, for Vulcan 
shall be parent at their birth. 

1 2 . absol. To deserve well or ill. Obs. [cf. L. 
bene mereri.) 

961 Eadgifu Charter in Sweet Ags. Reader (ed. 5) 55 Heo 
ne dorste. .hem swa leanian swa he hire to jeearnud haefde. 
1622 Dekker, etc. Virgin Mart. iv. i. Wks. 1873 IV. 59 A 
piece of Roman gold With Csesar’s stamp, such as he sends 
nis captains When in the wars they earn well. 

3 . [cf. OHG. arnSn to reap.] To glean, dial. 

1876 Mid. Yorksh. Gloss. (E. D. S.). 

Hence Earned ppl. a., purchased by an equival ent 
in labour ; esp. in phrases well-earned hardly - 
earned. Earner, one who or that which earns. 

16x2 Rowlands Knaue of Harts 23 Make my hands 
the earners of my meate. 1624 Cornwallis in Gutch Coll. 
Cur. I. 162 Nor make him so dear an earner of our monies. 
1855 Macaulay Hist. Eng. III. 75 The well earned pro- 
motion. 1885 Pall Mall G. 10 Feb. 11/2 Unearned incomes 
should be taxed before earned incomes. 1886 Manck. 
Exam. 3 Nov. 5/5 The wives of wage earners. 

+ Earn, vP Obs. exc. dial. [app. identical with 
ME. erne (repr. both OE. iernan , metathetic var. 
of rinnan, Run, and the causative mrnan = r in- 
nan) : in OE. the prefix- vbs .ge-rinnan, ge~r$nnan , 
occur in the senses 4 curdle, cause to curdle ’ ; the 
pple. geurnen 4 curdled * is found in Leechdoms 


IT. 230, 272, ITT. 278.] inlr. To curdle. Also trans. 

To curdle (milk), esp. for making into cheese. 

1674 Ray N. C. Wds. 16 To Earn , to run as cheese doth 
. .Var. Dial. 1724 Ramsay l'ea-T. Misc. (1733) L 86 The 
kirns to kirn and milk to earn. 1769 Mrs. Raffald Eng. 
Housekpr. (1778) 250 When it [new milk] is ready to boil 
put in a quart of good cream, earn it. 1877 E. Peacock 
N.-W. Line. Gloss. (E. D. S.) Earn, to curdle with rennet. 

+ Rar33L, Obs . Forms : (?i eornian), 6 

erne, earne, 7 earn. [app. a var. of Yearn:— 
OE. geornian ; cf. dial, ear for year. All the 
senses of the present word. exc. 3, also belong to 
the form Yearn. The OE. eornian to murmur 
(Bosw.-T. in pres. pple. eornigende), eomfulnes 
solicitude, eornlice diligently ( Leechdoms I. 190), 
seem to show that the two forms go back to an 
early period ; see Sievers Ags. Gram. (ed. 2) §212. 

Prof. Skeat (s.v. Yearn) considers that earn, yearn to 
grieve (sense 2 below) are of distinct origin from earn, yearn 
in the sense to desire. Pie regards the former as a corrup- 
tion of ME. Erme. But the development of sense from 
‘desire ’to 4 sorrow ’presents no serious difficulty; and there 
is no clear evidence of confusion between the two words.] 

1 . intr. To desire strongly, to long. Also, To 
earn it. (?refl.) 

1379 Spenser Shepk. Cal. Mar. 76 My courage earnd it 
to awake. 1596 — F. Q. 1. L 3 His hart did earne To proue 
his puissance. 

2 . To be affected with poignant grief or com- 
passion ; also impers. it earns me. 

1599 Shahs. Hen. V, n. iii. 3 My manly heart doth erne 
..for Falstaffe heels dead, and wee must erne therefore. 
1601 — Jul. C. 11. ii. 129 That every like is not the same. . 
the heart of Brutus earnes to think upon. 1614 B. Jonson 
Barth. Fair iv. vi, Alas poore wretch ! how it earnes my 
heart for him ! 1651 P. Sterry England's Deliverance 

(1652) 26, I do. .with bowels tenderly Earning, warn and 
intreat, etc. 

3 . ? To tremble. rare~°. 

x6xx Cotgk., Frissonner, to tremble, quake, shrug, shiuer, 
didder, shudder, earne, through cold or feare. 

4 . Of hounds, deer, etc.: To utter a prolonged 
cry. See Earning- vbl, sbP 2. 

f Earn, adv. Obs. rare. [app. ME. eome, OE. 
georne eagerly, anxiously; cf. Earn 2>. 8 ] Earn- 
estly, longingly. 

1230 Ancr. R. 44 CrieS him eorne merci & forgiue- 
nesse. 1656 Trapp Comm. Matt, vii. xi Who doubts but 
they prayed earn and earnestly, when they were in Bocardo. 
Earn, var. form of Erne, eagle. 
Earn-Meater, -Miter, dial. [Derivation 
unknown; this and OE. hteferblmte , hsefenbloete, 
name of some bird , 1 bicoca, bugium prov. Eng. 
hammerbleat snipe, may possibly be various cor- 
ruptions of the same word.] 

4 A Scotch name for the snipe. 5 (Jamieson.) 

1768 Ross Helenore $3 1 Jam.) The earn-bleater or the i 
muirfowl’s craw, Was like to melt her very heart awa. 

Earnest (s'-inest), Forms: 1 eornust, 
-ost, -est, 3 earnest, 3orneste, 3-5 erneste, 3-6 
ernest, 5 erneyst, 4-6 ernes, 6 earnes, 6- 
earnest. [OE. eornust fem. *» OHG. ernust fern., 
neut,, MHG. ernest, mod.G. ernst masc., MDu. 
ernst, aernst (of similar meaning) OTeut. *er~ 
nusti, perh. f. root *ers, found also in Erre (obs.) 
anger. A different ablaut form of the same root, 
with similar suffix, appears to exist in OE. ornest 
wager of battle, ON. orrosta, late OE. orrest battle. 

The form ernes may possibly represent a distinct word 
OE. geornes, Ge or nnes) eagerness, strength of desire ; cf. 
Earn vi ’ ; it was however in 15th c. completely identified 
with the present word.] 

fl. Ardour in battle; in wider sense, intense 
passion or desire. Obs. 

c 1205 Lay. 16480 per wes fehte swi]?e stor, eornest ful 
sturne. 1x250 I bid. 16468 To fihte mid folle jorneste. 
1297 R. Glouc. (1810^ i2i Vortimer with gret power ar.d 
god ernest ynow. C1385 Chaucer L. G. W. 1285 The hote 
ernest [v.r. hervest] is al overblowe. c 1400 Rom. Rose 
4840 And whanne they han her lust geten The hoote ernes 
they al foryeten. 

2 . Seriousness, serious intention, as opposed to 
jest or play ; esp. in phrase in (+ for ) earnest , in 
good {sober, sad) earnest . In OE. on eornest means 
4 earnestly 5 , also ‘in reality’. In mod. use to be 
in earnest , applied to persons, has sometimes an 
emphatic sense = to be earnest. 

c 1000 Wulfstan Addr. to English in Sweet Ags. Reader 
(ed. 5) ixx Gif we on eornost aeni&e scame cuSan. cxzsoGen. 
4* Ex. 41 1 Adam is to eue cumen, More for erneste oan for 
gamen, a 1340 Hampole psaltery. 6 Til perike man it 
falles not to leghe noufier in ernest ne in gamen. 1430 
Lydg. Citron. Troy 1. v And this contek in ernes and m 
game Departed was betwixt love and shame. Ibid. 1. vi, 
It is an ernest and no game. <7x440 Promp. Parv. 14/2 
Arneste or erneste, seryowste. c 1489 Caxton Sonnes of 
■ Aymon 328 (Is ■ it erneste that ye speke ? ■■■ ■ C1535 Dewes 
Introd. Er. in Palsgr. 927 In earnes, a certes, For earnes, 
pour certes. Of earnes, ae certes. 1570 Marriage Wit 4 Sc. 
iv. i. in Hazl. Dodsley II. 362 But in good earnest, madam, 
speak — off or on? 1636 Rutherford Lett. Ixxv. (1862) 
I. 193, It were good to be beginning in sad earnest to 
find out God. 1645 Milton Colast. Wks. (1851) 373, I 
deal not now with this caitiff, never worth my earnest, and 
now not seasonable for my jest. X729 Bp. Butler Serm 
Self-Deceit 475 It never in earnest gomes into their thoughts. 
1745 Wesley Answ. Ch. 15, I am in great Earnest when I 


declare once more, that I have a deep conviction. 185$ 
Prescott Philip II, 11. vi. (1857) 102 It was no feint, but 
a surprise meditated in good earnest. 1875 Jowett Plato 
(ed. 21 1. 207 Are you in jest or in real earnest? 

tb. ME. phrase: Ertc K n to ernest'. to con- 
duct to a serious result ; erte{n in ernest : to bring 
seriously to pass. [Cf. OHG. uuart ghmentit in 
guoia ernust 4 factus est in agonia ’ Graff.] 
c 1400 Destr. Troy 2942 Ertes ay to euylj ende & ernyst 
by the last. Ibid. 11634 For ertyng his exile in ernest. 

Earnest (finest), sbP Forms : 3 dat. or acc. 
ernesse, 4 ernes, eernes, 5 ernys, 5-6 ernest, (5 
arneste), 6- earnest, [Of obscure etymology : 
presumably connected with the synonymous cries 
(see Ahles), Erres (a. OFr. erres pi.); possibly 
it was altered from these after the analogy of de- 
rivatives in -ness. 

The alleged OF. ernes, frequently given as the etymon, 
is spurious Prof. Paul Meyer; ; the Welsh emes is borrowed 
from Eng. At an early period app. confused with Earnest 
sb. 1 , the notion being that an ‘earnest* was^ so called as 
showing that a bargain was made ‘in earnest’.] 

1 . Money, or a sum of money, paid as an instal- 
ment, esp. for the purpose of securing a bargain or 
contract. Also fg. A foretaste, instalment, pledge, 
of anything afterwards to be received in greater 
abundance, f Phrase, On {in, for) earnest', by 
way of earnest, as an instalment or foretaste. 

The lit. sense is now nearly confined to law-books, and 
the fig. use, which retains its currency chiefly on account 
of its occurrence in the Bible, has almost ceased to be con- 
sciously metaphorical. 

a 1225 Juliana 17 Nu schalt on alre earst as on ernesse 
swa beon ibeaten wi# bittere besmen. 1380 Wyclif Sel. 
Wks. I. 142 Crist toke ernes here in }?is world. Ibid. III. 
61 He hadde answere of God, fiat was eernes herto. 1424 R~ 
Flore in E. E. Wills \1%Z2 59, 1 haue paied him a noble on 
ernest. c 1440 Promp. Parv. 14/2 Arneste or hanselle [or 
ernest H. P., an sal K ]. 1463 Mann. $ Househ. Exp. 157 
Item, my mastyr payd to hym in ernest that schuld make my 
ladys cloke, iij<r. iiij 3499 Nottingham Borough Rec. MS. 
1378. 5 Reseyved of ernys ii}d. 1509 Barclay Shyp of Folys 
(18741 IL xtS Thy ernest is layde, the bargen must abyde. 
It may nat be broke. 1581 Marbeck Bk. of Notes 685 
As ye see, . . after all bargaines, there is a signe thereof 
made, eyther clapping of hands, .or giving some earnest. 
x6xx Sbaks. Cynw. 1. V. 65 It is an earnest of a farther 
good. 1633 T. Adams Exp. 2 Peter iv. 11 An earnest 
seals the bargain. 17x2 Steele Sped. No. 432 r 12 The 
Earnest given me of something further intended in < my 
Favour. 1800 A. Addison Reports 133 Plaintiff paid a 
guinea earnest. 18x4 Wordsw. Excursion 1, The primrose 
flower Peeped forth, to give an earnest of the Spring, a 1830 
Mackintosh More Wks. 1846 1.(397 The enthusiastic ad- 
miration with which the superior few feel an earnest of their 
own higher powers. 1845 Stephen Laws Eng. II. 69 If 
such portion be accepted by way of earnest, 1850 Tennyson 
In Mem. xcvii, The days she never can forget Are earnest 
that he loves her yet. 

b. Comb., earnest-money, - giver , Earnest-penny. 

iS57 in Turner Records of Oxford 266 The ernyst money 
of the towne rents. x6x6 Sir R. Boyle in Lismore Papers 
(1886 I. 136, I delivered to..Cap u . W ,u . Hull xx li ster: as 
earnest money to buy casks for ffumadoes. 1698 Vanbrugh 
Prov. Wife in. i, Fm none of your earnest-givers. 1826 
Kent Comm. A mer. Law (1873) II. xxxix. 494 If, there- 
fore, earnest money be given. . the contract is binding. 

F 2 , Cant. (See quot.) Obs. 

1673 R. Head Canting Acad. 37 Tip pie my Earnest , 
Give me my Share or Divident. 1725 New Cant Diet. 

T Earnest* sb.^ Obs. 7 Mistake for OE. ernest 
single combat ; the ground for the concluding state- 
ment in the quot. is unknown. 

X59X Lambarde Arch. (1635) 44 If a French man doe ap- 
peale an English man of . . murder, the French man may 
defend himselfe by Battaile, which was then termed in 
English, Ernest ; a word that we keep yet, saying, when 
wee see a man fight, hee is an Ernest. 

Earnest (finest), a. Forms : 1 eorneste, 3, 
6 ernest, 1 3 ernexst), 5 ernyst (? 7 earst), 6- 
earnest. [OE. eorneste, f. Earnest sb.l ; in ME. 
no unequivocal examples have been found ; perh. 
the word died out in OE., and was afterwards 
developed afresh from the attrib. use of the sb.] 

1 . Of persons : Serious, as opposed to trifling ; 
usually in emphatic sense, intensely serious, gravely 
impassioned, in any purpose, feeling, conviction, 
or action ; sincerely zealous. Of feelings, convic- 
tions, etc. : Intense, ardent. Of actions or words: 
Proceeding from or implying intensity of feeling 
or conviction. 

In mod. use the word tends to exclude the notion of un- 
governed or violent feeling, which in some earlier examples 
is prominent ; cf. quot. 1670 under Earnestness. ■ 
c xooo ./Elfric Horn. (Thorpe) I. 386 Mid eomestum 
mode, a 1300 Cursor M. 26351 Clene and reuful ..sted- 
fast, ernexst, willi [? read ernest-willi]. c 1400 Destr. Troy 
2713 The ernyst speche . . of Elinus the Bysshop. 15. . 
R. Weaver Lusty Juv. in Hazl. Dodsley II. 99 Of an 
earnest professor of Christs Gospel 'Thou madest me .ail' 
hypocrite. 1563 Man tr. Mnscnlus' Common PL 372 a, 
Anye earnest or curiouse search thereof. 1581 Savile 
Tacitus' Agricola 11622^ 186 Being yoong hee had addicted 
himselfe to the study of philosophie in earnester sort. 1591 
Shaks. 2 Hen. VI, iii. ii. 316 My tongue should stumble 
in mine earnest words. 1593 Hooker Eccl. Pol. n. i. (1611) 
54 An earnest longing desire to see things brought to a 
peaceable end. 1594 Shaks. Rich, III, 1. iii. 87, I.. haue 
been An earnest aduocate to plead for him. x6xx Bible 
FJebr. ii. 1 We ought to giue the more earnest heede- 




EASIEST. 

1628 Earle Microcosm., Flatterer , His chiding may seem 1 
but the earnester commendation. 1658 Dekker, etc. Witch 
Edmont. m. i. Wks. 1873 IV. 391 I’ll not turn from it, if 
you be earst Sir. *716-8 Lady M. W. Montague Lett. I.’ 
xxxvfi, 141 TJie good lady, .was very earnest in serving me 
of everything. _ *793 Southey Triumph of Worn. 240 What, 
though her Priests in earnest terror call On all their host of 
Gods to aid ? *830 D'Israeli Charles /, III. vi. 114 There 
was a good deal of earnest impetuosity in his temper. 184:1-4 , 
Emerson Ess. Self-Reliance Wks. (Bohn) I. 26 All history 
resolves itself, - into the biography of a few stout and earnest: 
persons. *858 Edin, Rev. No. 217. 183 To [Arnold] . . we 
owe the substitution of the word 1 earnest ’ for its predecessor 
‘serious’, i860 Tyndall Glac. 1. § 22. 160 To say one 
earnest word in connexion with this ascent. 

Tb. Const, for, or inf. Somewhat raw. 

c 1665 Mrs. Hutchinson Mem. CoL Hutchinson ii&4$) 302 
The presbyterian faction were earnest to have the army dis- 
banded. 1676 Temple Let. in Wks. 1731 II. 420 The Swede 
is earnest for a Peace. 1853 Arab. Nts. 377 Saony, . . was 
earnest with the King to give the, signal to the execu- 
tioner. 1835 Prescott Philip II, I. 1. v. 61 Caraffa ^was] 
earnest to introduce the inquisition. 

c. transf 

t 1843 Carlyle Past <5* Pr. (1858) 166 For the Earth, I say, 
is an earnest place. 18. . Lon’gf. Psalm of Life , Life 
is real, life is earnest. 1851 Carlyle Sterling , , The Bible, 
most earnest of books. 

d. Comb, earnest-hearted, - mild adjs. 

1830 Mrs. Browning Poems II. 4©o If a little maid, .. 
Should sigh within it, earnest-mild, This reed will answer 
evermore, i860 Sat. Rev. IX, 53/2 A thoroughly good 
and earnest-hearted man. 

f 2. Of animals ; Excited. Ohs . rare. 

1609 C. Butler Pent. Mon. i. (1623) Cij, If they [bees] 
be so earnest that you fear stinging your hands. 

3 Of things ; Demanding serious consideration ; 
weighty, important. 

3:544 Ascham Toxoplu (Arb.) 26 We scholers have more 
eraest and weightie matters in hand. 1753 Richardson 
Grandisou (1781) I. xxv. 180 Sir Charles had earnest busi- 
ness in town. 

t Ea rnest, adv. Ohs. [OE. had eornoste adv., 
peril, instrum, case of eornost , Earnest sb. 1 , or f. 
the adj.; the later word is merely an advbl. use 
of the adj.] * Earnestly. 

1629 J. Cole Of Death 44 The lesse the bodily members 
are occupied, the more earnester hee withdrawes himselfe 
to his cogitations. 1709 Stryvk Ann. Ref. I. xlvii. 516 Had 
not profited with that Queen, so earnest was she bent against 
the Duke of Chastelherault. 1791 Cowper Iliad iv. 453 
Earnest they sued for an auxiliar band. 
tEa*raest, v 1 Ohs. rare. [f. Earnest sb 1 or at] 
trans. a. To use in earnest, b. To render earnest, 

*603 Pastor Fido Ej (N.) Let’s prove among ourselves 
our armes in jest. That when we come to earnest them with 
men, We may them better use. 1603 Florio Montaigne. 
Hi. vui. (1632) 519 The study and plodding on bookes, is a 
languishing and weake kinde of motion, and which heateth 
or earnesteth nothing. 

t Ea*rnest, vf Ohs. Also 5 ernest. [f. the 
adj.] To secure by giving or taking earnest. 

1447 Bokenham Seyntys (1835 1 120 A nothir lovere . . Wyth 
the ryng of hys fey th hath ernestyd me. *630 Lord Banians 
Introd., I was willing to earnest his love to mee by this in- 
junction. 1695 J. St. N. Widow’s Mite 28 Election made 
sure, confirmed, sealed, witnessed, earnested by the peculiar 
Spirit of Adoption, 

f Ea*mestfuL obs. [f. Earnest sb . 1 + -ftjl.] 

1. Important ; **= Earnest a. 3. 

c 1386 Chaucer Clerkes T. 1175 Lat us stynte of emestful 
matere. 1334 Whittinton Tullyes Offices 1. (1340) 60 If so 
be of seryous and ernestfull, maters, let hym vse grauytie. 

2 . « Earnest a. 1. Also as quaswM&>. 

1430 A . B. C. A ristotle in Babees Bk. (1868) 11 Eto elenge, 
ne to excellent, ne to eernesful neiper. 1533 Bellenden 
Livy 1. (1822! 73 Quhen the king wes behaldin this man 
maist earnistfull. *363 Davidson Anew. Kennedy in Misc. 
Wodr. Soc. (1844) 186 Zour Lordship's earnestfull and godly 
desyre," 

Hence f Earnestfiilly adv. 

*375 Barbour Bruce vm. 144 He ansuerd ernystfully. 

Earnestly* (aunestli), adv. [f. Earnest a , + 
->LY A], In an earnest manner ; in a manner indi- 
cating earnestness. (In OE. : In truth, in reality; 
also in the Gospels transl. ergo , itaque, Vulg.) 

c 1000 Ags. Gasp . Matt. xx. 9 Eornostlice J»a < 5 se %ecomon 
ha embe pk endlyften tide comon, ha onfengon hig aslc hys 
pening. a jooo Laws of Cnut (Eccl.) xv. Sunnan-dae^es cy- 
pingee we forbeodaj? eac eornostlice. <21300 Cursor M. 26932 
pi scrift agh to be mad hemestly, noght als intent o wayn- 
glori, c 132 S E. E. Allit. P. B. 1240 He enteres in ful er« 
nestly, in yre of his hert. c *400 Destr. Troy 6490 Carion 
. .full emestly with Ector auntrid to fight, c *440 Promp. 
Parv. 142 Emestly, seriose. *535 Coverdale Tobias ix. 3 
Now seist thou how earnestly Kaguel hath requyred me, 
1344 Bale Chron. Sir J. Oldcastell in HarL Misc. (Malh.) 
I. 268 Than loked the Lord Cobham ser nestly vpon the 
archbishopp. *552 Abp. Hamilton Catech. 1*884) 3 He so 
emestly maid supplicatioun to thame. *596 Shaks. Merck . 
V, nr. 1. 121. 1609 Bible (.Douay) Zech. xii. comm., The 
other Jewes most earnestly persecuted Christians. 171a 
Addison Sped. No. 89 p 3 Reflexions which I earnestly 
recommend to the Thoughts of my fair Readers. *849 
Ruskin Sev. Lamps iv. § 33. 123 The most earnestly imita- 
tive treatment. *855 Prescott Philip. II, i. (18 57) 8 He had 
. , endeavoured earnestly to do his duty to the best of his 
abilities. 1863 Er. Kemble Resid. Georgia 55 A . * 
pair of chickens, which he offered most earnestly to S-* — . 
187* Freeman Norm . Conq. (1876) IV. xx. 155 We know 
enough of Hereward to make us earnestly long to know 
more.'' ■ 
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Earnestness (§*inestnes). [f. Earnest a. + 
-ness.] The state or quality of being earnest. 

*561 T. Norton Calvin’s Inst. iv. xx. 162 They must 
Watch with all care, earnestnesse, and diligence. 1670 
Walton Lives hi. 158 Never expressingan earnestness, -but 
an humble Gravity sutable to the Aged.. 1779 Johnson 
Lett. (1788) II. ccvii. 55 Keep your mind quiet, do not think 
with earnestness even of your health. 2833 Lamb Elia (1 860) 

J 6i Sawing, every one with the might and earnestness of a 
)emiurgus. 2849 Robertson Serm. Ser, 1. ii. (1866) 32 
Earnestness; that is, sincerity of purpose. 1848 W. H. 
Kelly tr. L. Blanc’s Hist. Ten V. II. 581 The discussion 
began with warmth on one side, and grave earnestness on 
the other. 

t Ea rnest-pe nny. Ohs. [f. Earnest sb. 2 + 
Penny.] A small sum of money (prob, orig. a 
literal penny) paid as earnest to secure a bargain ; 
cf. bargain-penny , fastening-penny . 

1508 Nottingham Borough Rec. MS. 1383. xo Recepit . . 
unum denarium argenti ut pro an ernest peny. 1353 
Huloet, Bynde wyth an earnest penye, ob&ro. 1562 Eden 
Let. in 1st Eng. Bhs. Amer. (Arb.; Pref. 43/2, Xx tl thereof 
to be lotted to me for an earnest penye to begynne the 
booke. 1629 W. Cowper Heaven Open. 119 It is customable 
to men to giue an earnest penny in buying and selling. *760 
Mair Tyro’s Diet. (,1820* 10 Arrha, an earnest-penny, 
b .fig. (In i6th and 17th c. freq. in religious use.) 
*533 Tindale Supper of Lord 19 That assured saving 
health and earnest-penny of everlasting life. 1571 R. Ed- 
wards Damon # P. in Hazl. Dodsley IV. 59 Then for an 
earnest-penny take this blow. 1579 Tomson Calvin’s Serm. 
Tim. 927/2 Y ■’ spirite of God . . is the earnest peny of our 
adoption. *662 J. Chandler Van Helmont's Oriat. 281, 
I offered them an earnest-penny, to take me along with them 
as a companion and witnesse. 1676 Wycherley PL Dealer 
iv. ii, Presents from me ., the earnest-pence for our love- 
bargain. 

t Eaxnesty- Ohs. rare . Also 6 yrnesty. 

ff. Earnest a. +■ -ty.] Earnestness. 

1572 Abp. Parker Corr. (1853) 4J9 With some eamesty to 
prefer his honour and true religion. 1591 Horsey Trav. 
(1857) 361 This was done with such yrnesty that for the tyme 
it was a great obstacle in our proceedings. 

t Ea rnful, a. Obs. exc, dial. [app. a var. of 
Yearneul; for the relations between the two 
forms cf. Earn vf] Anxious, full of longing de- 
sire ; sorrowful. Hence Ea*rnfnlly adv. 

[a 1000 Ags. Gosp. Matt xiii. 22 Eornfullness [v. r. jeom- 
fullnes] jusse worulde.] c 1500 Noble Lyfe 11. Ixxxix, He 
cryeth eurnefulh ho, ho ! *§75 T. Rogers Sec. Coming 

Christ 47/1 Their woofull cries . . their earnefull plaintes. 
*581 Studley Seneca’s Hercules CEL 191b, Philomela ,, 
earnefully did.mone Her tender Itis death. *587 T. Hughes 
Arthur iv. ii. in Hazl. Dodsley IV. 323 A deep and earnful 
sigh. 1596 Lodge Marg. Amer. 136 Weeping piteously in 
so erneful manner. *633 P. Fletcher Pise. Eel. v. viii. The 
earnful smart Which eats my breast. 1875 Parish Sussex 
Gloss . , Ernful , sad, lamentable. 

Earning (5*jnig), vbl. sbf [f. Earn vX 4* 
-iNti 1 ; in OE. earnung, geearnung] 

1 . The action of giving labour as an equivalent for 
wages, of acquiring money by labour. Also attrih. 

1872 Daily Neivs 3 May 6/1 The men who have earned 
them [laurels] and know what the earning cost 1884 Pall 
Mall G. 4 Oct. 1/1 The real earning power of the property. 

b. concr. in pi. : The amount of money which a 
person acquires or becomes entitled to by his labour; 
also, the income produced by invested capital. 

1732 Acc. of Workhouses 29 To know their earnings, and 
to give an account to the trustees. 1776 Adam Smith W.N. 
1. 1, vi. 56 The whole is commonly considered as the earn- 
ings of his labour. 1848 Macaulay Hist . Eng. I. 4x6 The 
earnings of the peasant were very different in different parts 
of the kingdom. *888 Daily News 16 Feb. 2/1 The gross 
earnings of railways have increased. 

*f 2 . The fact of deserving, merit; concr. that 
which one deserves. Ohs. 

exozo Wulfstan Homily in Sweet Ags. Reader sen. 16 
Mid miclan earnungan we geearnodon j m yrmSa \>e on us 
sittaS. c 1175 Land, Horn. 19 Crist us 3ef moni freo 3eue 
.. nawiht for ure ernunge bute for his muchele mildheort- 
nesse. c 2200 Trim Coll. Horn. 171 Danne wule he. . demen 
elch man after his eminge. 
f3.pl. Gain, profit Obs. 

a 1200 Moral Ode (Egerton MS.) 161 in E. E. P. (1862) 
32 3if we serueden god so we dot) erninges, more we haueden 
of heuene }?anne eorles oj?er kinges. [But other texts read 
errnin^es.] 1703 Penn in Pa. Hist. Soc. Mem. IX. 182 
Now is the time to make earnings in the islands. 1675 
Brooks Gold. Key Wks. 1867 V. 15 If thou wouldst make 
any earnings of thy reading this treatise, then thou must— 
Read, and believe what thou readest. 

t Ea rning, vbl . sbJ Obs . [£ Earn v$ ; ** 
Yearning.] 

1 . Longing desire ; poignant grief or compassion. 
163* R. H, Arraignm. Whole Creature xii. § 4. 131 The 
strong movings of his hart, and the earnings of his affec- 
tions. *711 Steele Sped. No. 95 r * The generous Earn- 
ings of Distress in a manly Temper, 

2 . The act of uttering the prolonged ciy of 
hounds or deer. 

. 1575 Laneham Let, p&fi) 13 The earning of the hoounds 
in continuauns of their crie. 263* R. H. Arraignm. Whole 
Creature xiii, § 4. 219 The young Fawne with earning. 
Earning ^ovniq), vbl. sb$ dial. Also yearn- 
ing. [f. Earn v 2 + -ingL] 

, 1 . The curdling of milk for cheese. 

1782 A. Monro Compar. Anat. (ed. 3) 40 It is this fourth 
Stomach with the milk curdled in it, that is commonly taken 
for earning of milk. 2784 T wamley Dairying 31 To allow 
the Milk to stand an Hour, in earning, or after the Runnet 


EARTH. 

is put In. Ibid. 45 A very material circumstance to he at- 
tended to in Cheese-making, is the time , . when the Milk 
is at rest, called earning time. 

2 . The means of curdling milk ; rennet. Also 
attrib.j as in earning-bag , ; -skin. Also earning* 
grass — Butterwort. 

1615 Markham Eng. Honsew. 11. vi. (1668) 149 When your 
Runnet or Earning is fit to be used. 1727 Bradley Earn, 
Diet. I. s. v. Cheese t Go to the Pot where the Earning Bag 
hangs, and take so much of the Earning, .as will serve for 
the Proportion of Milk. 2775 Lightfoot Flora Scot. 
(1792)1131 (Jam.) Pinguicula vulgaris, Steep-grass, Earn- 
ing-grass, 1778 F am. Acc. Bk. in E. Peacock N.-IV. Line * 
Gloss. (E. D. S.) A calf-head and a piece of earning-skin. 
ci8zo Cottagers of Glenburme 202 (Jam.) Mrs. MacClarty 
then took down a bottle of rennet, or yearning, as she called 
it. 1863 Atkinson Danby Provinc. N. Riding Vorks/u 

Baroek, var. form of Eirack. 

Ea*r-pick, -pi cker, [f. Ear An instru- 
ment for clearing the ear of wax, etc. ; also Jig, 

1483 Cath. Angl. 116 An Erepyke, aurifricium. 1568 
Richmond. Wills (1853 ! 227 To James Gybson my godson 
. . one silver ear pick. *580 Hollyband Trvas. Pr. Tang , 
Vue cure orellle, an eare picker. 1592 Lyly Midas v, 
ii. 63, I protest by cissars, brush 8c combe ; bason ball 
& apron ; by razor, earepike & rubbing clothes. 16*4 T. 
Adams in Spurgeon Treas. Dav. Ps. xxvi, 10 Alas ! poor 
truth, that she must now be put to the charge of a golden 
earpick, or she cannot be heard. 1634 $. Rowley Noble 
Seld.u. i, Is the king at leisure, .to heare a Sou Idler speake. 
I am no eare-picker To sound his hearing that way. 1700 
Transccctioneer 21 He Acts all the uncouth Faces, of a 
Transactioneer pausing over a China Earpicker. 1825 Hone 
Every-day Bk. I. 1255 Tweezers with an ear-pick. 

f Ea*r-re:]at. Obs. [peril, orig. f. Ear sb . 3 4. 
Rent ; but used (? ptmningly) with allusion to 
Ear sbA] ?Some kii.d of agricultural rent. In 
quots. used punningly for : a. The loss of a person’s 
ears in the pillory, b. The '* tax ’ imposed on a 
listener’s patience by a profitless or noisy talker, 

16x0 B, Jonson Alch. 1. i, Raskalls would runne then*, 
selves from breath to see . . you t’ haue but a Hole to thrust 
your heads in, For which you should pay Eare-rent. 1624 
Massinger Renegade in. ii. You speak not tempests, nor 
take ear-rent from A poor shopkeeper. 

Ea’r-ring, earring, [f. Ear sbX\ Also i 
ear-hring, 5 aryng, 6 taring (e, eare ryng(e. 

1 . A ring worn in the lobe of the ear for ornament ; 
often used for a pendant or ‘ drop.’ 

c 1000 ZEClfric Exod. xxxii. 2 Nymafi gyldene ear-hringas 
of eower wifaearon. 1468 Medulla Gram, in Cath. Angl. 45 
Inanris , J?e Aryng in the ere. 1535 Coverdale Judg. viii, 
24 For in so moch as y e men were Ismaelites, they had 
earinges. — Ezek. xvi. 12, I put . . eare rynges vpon thyne 
eares. *600 Hakluyt Voy. (1810) III. 454, I send your 
honour two earerings. a 1643 G. Sandys ( J.) They . . gave 
the precious earrings that they wore. 170* Lady M, W. 
Montague Lett. II. xliv. x8 Her earrings .. were two 
diamonds shaped exactly like pears. 18x4 Scott Wav . 
xviii, A pair of gold ear-rings. 1876 Bancroft Hist. U. S. 
III. xi. 174 The lifeless frame, dressed as became a war- 
chief, glittered with belts, and ear-rings. 

2 . dial. The common fuchsia. (Britten and 
Holland.) 

f Karsh.. Obs. exc. dial. [A slurred pronunc. 
of Eddish ; see also Ahrish.] 
a. A stubble field, b. * Eddish or aftermath. 

1622 May Virgil s Georg. (L.) Fires oft are good on barren 
earshes made. 1875 Parish Sussex Gloss., Earsh , a stubble 
field ; as a wheat earsh, a barley earsh. 

Earshot (LuJ}?t). [f. Ear sb. 1 + Shot ; after 
bowshot , etc,] The distance at which the voice 
may be heard ; hearing. 

1607 Beaum. & Fl. Worn. Hater 1. iii, Hark you Sir, 
there may perhaps be some within ear-shots. *7*3 Guardian 
No. 7* (1756) I. 315 Within ear-shot of one of those little 
ambitious men. *844 Disraeli Coningsby 11. vi. 75 Tadpole 
and Taper., withdrew to a distant sofa, out of earshot^ 
and indulged in confidential talk. 1856 Mrs, Browning 
Aur. Leigh iii. 1001 She was . . not in earshot of the things 
Outspoken o’er the heads of common men. 

Earst, obs. var. Erst ; ? also of Earnest a. 

Eart, obs. form of art : see Be v. 

Earth ( 3 j]>), sb, 1 Forms: a. 1-4 eorfte, 1- 
Northumb. eorSu, eor^e, 2 boiUe, 3-6 erU(e, 
4-5 irthe, urtli(e, 4-6 yerth(e, herthe, 5 $erp, 
yorth, 6 earthe, yeartE(e, (erith), 8-9 Sc. yixth, 
9 Sc. and dial, yearth, orth, 6- earth. 0. 3-5 
erd(e, 6 eard, eird, 8 yird, 9 Sc. and north, dial. 
yird, yeird, eard. [Common Teut. : OE. eorpe, 
wk. fern., corresponds to OS. ertha wk. fem. (MDu. 
aerde, erde , Du. aarde ), OHG. erda str. and wk. 
fem. (MHG., mod.G. erde), ON. iprd (Sw„ Da. 
ford), Goth, airpa str. fem. OTent. *erj&, 
(? WGer.) erpbn- ; without the dental suffix the 
word appears in OHG. ero earth, Gr. epa-£e on the 
ground ; no other non-Teutonic cognates areknown 
to exist, the plausible connexion with W Aryan root 
*ar, to plough, being open to serious objection. 

With the northern and Sc. forms with -d cf. ME. dede for 
death \ the change of -J? into -d is rare at the end of a word, 
though in medial positions it is frequent in Sc. The northern 
forms of the present word were m the early ME. period 
graphically coincident with those of Erd, and m some 
phrases the two words seem to have been confused. 1 

(Men’s notions of the shape and position of the earth have 
so greatly changed since Old Teutonic times, while the lan- 
guage of the older notions has long outlived them, that it 
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is very difficult to arrange the senses and applications of 
the word in any historical order. The following arrange* 
ment does not pretend to follow the development of ideas.) 
I. The ground. 

1. Considered as a mere surface. To win earth 
m : to gain ground upon ; to lose earth : to lose 
ground. 

Beowulf 1533 Wearp Sa wnmden msel. .]><et hit on eorSan 
Ises stiS and stylecg. c 1000 <Elfric Horn, in Sweet Ags. 
Reader (ed. 5) 85 Johannes, .astrehte his lichoman to eor&an 
on langsummuin gebede. c 1200 Qrmin 8073 Forr he 
[Herod] warrj? seoc, and he bigann To rotenn bufenn eor]?e. 
1330 R. Brunne Chron. Wacei Rolls 1 13860 pey wy)?-drowen 
hem, & erhe bey les. 1375 Barbour Bruce iv. 284 The 
Kyng . . Wes laid at erd. c 1400 Destr. Troy 6817 Sum 
[he] hurlit to b 2 hard yerth. c 1435 Torr. Portugal 65 7 
Twenty fote he garde hyme goo, Thus erthe on hym he 
wane. x6xx Shaks. IVint. T. v. i. 199 They kueele, they 
kisse the Earth. 1664 Evelyn Kal. Hart . (1729) 192 Let 
your Gardiner endeavour to apply the Collateral Branches 
of his Wall-Fruits. , to the Earth or Borders. 1847 Tenny- 
son Princ. v. 486 Fart roll'd on the earth and rose again. 

2. Considered as a solid stratum. 

>a 1300 Cursor M. 4699 pe erth it clang, for drught and hete. 
c 1340 Ibid. (Fairf.) 16784 The day was derker then the night 
be erthe quoke with-alle. 1362 Bulleyn Bk. Simples 57 a, 
The people . . are constrained to inhabite in Caves, under 
the yearth. 1567 Maplet Gr. Forest 8 b, Of Gemmes, some 
are found in the earthes vames, & are digged vp with 
Metalles. 1790 Covvper Iliad in. 339 Who under earth on 
human kind avenge Severe, the guilt of violated oaths. 
[1863 Fros t fy Fire 'll. 182 Them is what we call marble 
stones ; they grow in the yearth], 
f 3. Considered as a place of burial ; esp. in 
phrase To bring {a person) to (the) earth. Obs. 

riaos Lay. 4283 To gadere come his eorles & brohten 
hime to eor&e. c 1303 Edm. the Conf. 594 in E. P. P. ( 1862) 
86 Ded he com iwis & }>er he was ibro3t an vr]?e. 1387 E. 
E. Wills (1882) 2 Y be-quethe in Ji to bringe me on erthe. 
1341 Bury Wills (1850 261 [William Clovyer, of Chelsworth, 
charged his wife] to brynge me vnto the herthe honestly 
accordynge to my value. Ibid. 141 , 1 commytt my body to 
be buryed In the churche erthe. 1590 Marlowe Edw. II, 
v, i, Every earth is fit for burial. 

4. The hole or hiding-place of a burrowing 
animal, as a badger, fox, etc. Also Jig. 

2575 Turberv. Bk, Venerie 187 If you.. put the Terryer 
into an earth where foxes be or Badgerdes, they will leave 
that earth. x6ix Cotgr. Accul, .. the bottome..of a 
foxes, or badgers earth. 1719 De Foe Crusoe 1.1840) I. xi. 
183 Frighted hare fled to cover, or fox to earth. 1782 P. 
Beckford II anting (1802) 332 , 1 recommend to you, to turn 
them into large covers and strong earths. 1828 Scott F. 
M. Perth I. 31 1, I am ready to take you to any place of 
safety you can name . . But you cannot persuade me that 
you do not know what earth to make for. 1845 Darwin 
Voy. Nat. vi. (18791 113 They were generally Hear their, 
earths, but the dogs killed one. 1839 Tennyson Enidz$y 
And onward to the fortress rode the three.. ‘So,' thought 
Geraint , 1 1 have track’d him to his earth'. 

5. The soil as suited for cultivation ; sometimes, 
with a defining word, denoting the nature or 
quality of the soil. 

<•950 Lindisf. Gosp. Luke xiii. 7 Hrendas forSon 8a ilea to 
huon uutedlice eorSo $i-oneta$. c 1200 Trin. Coll. Horn, 
155 Sum ful on be gode eor< 3 e and bat com wel forS. c 1340 
Cursor M. 27268 (Fairf.) Tilmen .. better baire awen erb 
tilis. c 1440 Promp. Parv. 141 Erye, or erthe [erde K\ 
terra, humus, tellns. C1420 Pallad. on Husb. 1. 81 The 
bitterest erthe & werst that thou canst thinke. 1523 Fitz- 
herb. Husb. § 13 To plowe his barley-erthe. 1357 Law. 
Wills (1854) I. 143 On close lyeinge nerest unto James 
Bailies called the merled eartbe. 16x7 Markham Caval. 
hi. 29 When you bride the chase to runne ouer any faire 
earth, aseither ouer More, Medow, Heath [etc.] all which my 
countrymen of the North call skelping earths. 1752 Cham- 
bers Cycl. s. v. Earth, By means of sand it is, that the 
fatty earth is rendered fertile. 2821 Mrs. Wheeler West - 
world. Dial. 71 They racken his earth is as gud as onny 
ith parrish. 

6 . Electr. The ground considered as the medium 
by which a circuit is completed. Hence used for: 
A communication with the earth. 

2870 R. Ferguson Electr. 250 An ‘earth’, however, is 
generally put at each station. 

XI. The world on which we dwell. 

7. The dry land, as opposed to the sea. 

cxooo JElfric Gen. i. 10 And God gecigde j>a drijnisse 
eorSan. c 1160 Hatton Gosp . Matt, xxiii. 15 ~e befare8 
sae and eorSan. <7.225 ;o Gen. <$• Ex. 116 De oridde dai .. 
was water and er 5 e o sunder Sad. a 2300 Cursor M. 383 
be watris all he calid b e se, be drey he calid erd. 138a 
Wyclif Genii, 10 God clepid the drie erthe. 2667 Milton 
P. L. vii. 624 The seat of men, Earth, with her nether 
Ocean circtimfus’d. 2712*4 Pope Rape Loch iv. 219 Sooner 
let earth, air, sea to Chaos falh 2826 J. Wilson Nod. 
Ambr. Wks. I. 6 There's sae strong a spirit of life hotchin 
over yearth and sea. 

8. The world as including land and sea ; as 
distinguished from the (material] heaven. 

Beowulf 92 (Gr.) Se aelmihtiga eorSan wforhte]. <72273 
Lamb, Horn. 139 Sunnen dei was ise3an bet formeste liht 
buuen eorcSe, <r 2205 Lay. 4134 He somenede ferd Swulc 
nes naeuere eaer on erde. <r 2230 Gen. fy Ex. 40 Of no3t 
Was heuene and er8e samen wro3t. <7 2320 Cast. Loue 95 
God atte begynnynges Hedde i-maad heuene wib ginne,. 
And be eorpe ber-after ber-wib- ( 2698 Keill Exam. Th. 
Earth (2734) 127 What proportion all the Rivers in the 
Earth bear to the Po. 2747 J. Scott Christ , Life III. 489 
Spreading . even to the utmost ends of the earth, a 2823 
A. Wilson Rab <$• Ringan Poet. Wks. (2846) 147 He ca'd 
the kirk the church, the yirth the globe. 2834 Tomlinson 
A rag o' s A stron. 99 Men for a long while regarded the earth 
as a boundless plain. 


9. Considered as the present abode of man ; 
frequently contrasted with heaven or hell. In poet, 
and rhet. use often without the article. 

cxooo Ags. Gosp. Matt, xxviii. 18 Me is Xeseald aric 
anweald on heofonan and, on eorSan [950 Lindisf. on 
eor&o]. c 1x75 Lamb. Horn. 47 Heo on eor&e 3 eue <5 
reste to alle eorSe }?relles wepmen and wiftnen of neore 
|>rel weorkes. a 2300 Cursor M. 29280 Crist has here in 
irthe leuyd pe hele of cristendom and heuyd. Ibid. 71 
[Scho] saues me first in herth fra syn, And heuen blys 
me helps to wyn. <72380 Wyclif Sel. Wks. III. 5x5 To 
conquere alle seculer lordship in bis eorbe. c 2400 Apol. 
Loll. 8 Wat bn byndist vpon 3erpe, it schal be boundounal 
so in heuin. c 2420 Chroji. Vilod. 462 Shalle not long w c 
30U in urthe a byde. c 1430 Life Si. Nath. ( 2884) 13 And he 
. .loueth hir chastite a monge alle b© virgyns in erthe. c 2300 
Lancelot 128 For in this erith no lady, is so fare. 2346 
Primer Hen. VIII, 74 To whom ..In heaven & yerth be 
laud and praise. Amen. 1597 J* Payne Royal Exch. 37, 

I came not to send peace in to the yerthe but warr. 2602 
Shaks. *pul. C. 1. iii. 45 Those that haue knowne the Earth 
so full of faults. 2667 Milton P. L. ix. 99 O Earth 1 how- 
like to Heav’n, if not preferr’d More justly. 1697 Dryden 
Virg. Georg, iv. 823 Mighty Caesar . . On the glad Earth 
the Golden Age renews, x 813 Hogg Queen's Wake 182 
But Kilmeny on yirth was neyir mayre seine, 2858 Trench 
Parables ii. <1877) 15 Earth is not a shadow of heaven, but 
heaven, .a dream of earth. 

b. transf. The inhabitants of the world. 

2349 Bk. Com. Prayer, Benedicite , O let the Earth, speak 
good of the Lord. 1622 Bible Gen. xi. x The whole earth 
was of one language. 

e. In the intensive expression on earth. 

1862 Thackeray Philip 1x872) 228 What scheme on flPearth 
are you driving at ? Mod. What on earth is the matter here ? 

10. Considered as a sphere, orb, or planet. 

c 1400 Rom. Rose 5339 Erthe, that bitwixe is sett The 
sonne and hir [the moon]. X555 Eden Decades W. IncL 
Cont. (Arb.) 45 A demonstration of the roundenesse of the 
earth. 2658 Culpepper AstroL Judgem. Dis. 28 The Earth 
is a great lump of dirt foiled up together, and . . banged in 
the Air. 2726 tr. Gregorys A strent. I. 403 The Place of the 
Aphelion or Perihelion of the Earth. 1796 H. Hunter tr. 
St. Pierrds Stud. Nat. (1799VI. In trod. 32 The Earth is 
lengthened out at the Poles. 2854 Brewster More Worlds 
Introd. 2 The earth is a planet 

f b. transf. A world resembling the earth ; a 
(supposed) habitable planet. 

1678 Cudworth Int ell, Syst. 381 He affirmed, .the Moon 
[to be] an earth, having Mountains and Valleys, Cities and 
Houses in it. 1684; T. Burnet Th. Earth I. 168 We will 
consider, .the rest of the earths, or of the planets within our 
heavens. 1841 Lane A rab. Nts, I. 23, Ibis is the xst, or 
highest, of 7 earths. 

III. f 11- L ? After L. terrai] A country, land ; 
portion of the earth’s surface. Obs . 

C 950 Lindisf. Gosp. John iii. 22 riSfter $as cum se haelend 
.. in iudea eorSu [973 Rush w. eorSo]. <22300 Cttrsor M. 
5484 Ioseph, .first was berid in bat contre, Siben born til his 
erth was he. <71382 Wyclif Ezek. xxi. 2 Sone of man., 
prophecy thou a3ens the erthe of Israel, c 143s Torr. Por- 
tugal 132s They yave Ser Torent that he wan, Both the 
erth and the woman. 2556 Lauder Tract. 11864V 270 And 
. .3e be hocht feird But doute for to possesse the eird. 2593 
Shaks. John 11. i. 344 This hand That swayes the earth this 
Climate ouerlookes. 1628 Hobbes Thucyd. (1822) 41 The 
Athenians have the spirit not to be slaves to their earth. 
XV. As a substance or material. 

12. The material of which the surface of the 
ground is composed, soil, mould, dust, clay. 

<2x000 Guthlac 3Sx (Gr.) peah min ban and blod butu ge- 
weorSen eorSan to eacan. a 1175 Cott. Horn. 221 God . . 
cweS bat he wolde wercan man of eorSan. a 1300 Cursor 
M. 928 Vnto bat erth b ou was of tan. a 1300 Havelok 740 
A litel hus to maken of erthe. 1340 Ham pole Pr . Consc. 
427 Askes and ponder, erthe and clay. 2534 Ld. Berners 
Gold. Bk. M. Aurel. (1546) C v, To graue . . in erthe, and 
other sculptures. 2664 Evelyn Kal. Hort . (1729' 193 Now 
is your Season for Circumposition by Tubs or Baskets of 
Earth. 2708 J. C . Compl. Collier!, 1845) 15 Mould, Sand, 
Gravil or Clay (all which I- call Earth V 1806 Gazetteer 
Scotl. 54 Alternate strata of earth and limestone. 1836 
Thirlwall Greece II. xiv. 2x3 The envoys .. undertook to 
give earth and water. 2865 G. Macdonald A. F'orbes III. 
x68 ‘ Sober floories that smell o’ the yird like', 
f b. Clay as material for pottery. Obs. 

1526 Pilgr- Perf. (W. de W. 1531) 69 He wolde euer be 
serued in vessels of erth. 1660 Act 12 Chas. II, iv. Sched. 
s. v. Bottles, Bottles . . of Earth or Stone the dozen. 

c. In Sugar-making. A layer of earth spread 
over the raw sugar in the process of refining. 

_ 1732 Chambers Cycl. s.v. Sugar, When the second earth 
is taken off, they cleanse the surface of the sugar with a 
brush. 

13. As the type of dull, dead matteT. 

2393 Shaks. Rich. II, m. iii. 78 Dar’st thou, thou little 
better thing then earth, Divine his downfall? 

b. As a disparaging term for precious metal. 

i6i3 W. Parkes Curtaine Dr. (1876) 34 My bagges are 

full, .with the white and red earth of the world. 

c. Used for ; The body. Cf. dust, clay. 

<2x600 Shaks. Sonn. cxlvi, Poore soule the center of my 
sinfull earth, x6ix Beaum. & Fl. Maids Trag. v. (1679) xo 
This earth of mine doth tremble, and I feel A stark af- 
frighted motion in my blood. tZzz Shelley Hellas zx The 
indignant spirit cast its mortal garment Among the slain— 
dead earth upon the earth. 

, 14. Earth as one of the four so-called ‘elements’* 
Also, in pre-scientific chemistry, one of the sup- 
posed five (or six) elements ; see quot. 1778 . 

a 2300 Fragm. Pop. Sc. (Wright) 267 Of this four elements 
ech quik thing y-maked is, Of urthe, of water, and of eyr, 
and of Fur, i-wis. 2393 Gower Conf. III. 92 Four elements 
fhere ben diverse, The first of hem men erthe calk 2364 


P. Moore Hope Health 1. iii. 5 The yearth is the loweste 
and heauiest element. 2602 Shaks. 7 wel. N. 1. v 294 You 
should not rest Betweene the elements of ayre and earth. 
1778 Diet, of Art § Sciences, s. v. Element, The elements. . 
to which all bodies may be. .reduced are . . Water .. Air . . 
Oil . . Salt . . Earth. 

15. Chem. (See quots.) In mod. use restricted 
to certain metallic oxides, agreeing in having little 
taste or smell, and in being uninflammable, e.g. 
magnesia, alumina, zirconia, and the 4 alkaline 
earths’ baryta, lime, stronti a. 

a 1728 W oodward ( J.) Earths are opake, insipid, and, when 
dried, friable, or consisting of parts easy to separate, and 
soluble in water. 2732 Sir J. Hill Mat. Med. (J.) The five 
genera of earths are, 1. Boles, 2. Clays, 3. Marls, 4. Ochres, 
5. Tripelas. 1791 Hamilton Bert hoi let's Dyeing l. 1 vi. 
22 They unite with acids, alkalis, .and some earths, princi- 
pally alumine. 28x4 Sir H. Davy Agric. Chem. 12 Four 
Earths generally abound in soils, the aluminous, the sili- 
ceous, the calcareous, and the magnesian. 2863-79 Watts 
Diet. Chem. II. 360 Earths, this name is applied to the 
oxides of the metals, barium, strontium, etc, 

B. Earth- in comb. 

I. General relations. 

1. attributive, a. Pertaining to the earth as a 
world, or as a globe or planet ; as in earth-god t 
-goddess, - history , -lord, - measure , - noise , -pole, 
-power, -stiff ace. b. Pertaining to the ground, 
dwelling or existing on, near, or below the surface 
of the ground, as in earth-beetle, -bird, -damp, -fly , 
-hole. C. Pertaining to the crust of the earth, as 
in earth-throe , -tremor, d. Pertaining to the 
earth in relation to electricity, as in earth-resist- 
ance. e. Characteristic of earth as a substance, 
as in earth-colour , - tint ; composed of earth, as in 
earth-batik, - bottom , -envelope, -mound, -wall. 

x866 Kingsley Hereto, xix, 236 He went along the 
^earth-banks of his ancient home. 2601 Holland Pliny 
II. 379 A kind of *earth -beetles called tauri, i. Buis, a 2225 
A ncr. R. 132 heos . . beo}> *eor 3 briddes, & nested o eor&e. 
1883 F. G. Heath in Century Mag. Dec. 169/2 Over the 
original *earth-bottom of the cave is a bed or layer of con- 
siderable thickness. 28x4 Scott Wav. xxxvii. The light 
usually carried by a miner . . certain to be extinguished 
should he encounter the more formidable hazard of *earth- 
damps or pestiferous vapours. 2884 H. R. Haweis in Longm. 
Mag. Dec, 291 The *earth-envelope of mind is not the mea- 
sure of mind. 1732 Medley Kolben’s Cape G. Hope II. 176 
There is a sort of Flies at the Cape which the Europeans call 

* Earth-flies. 1878 Gladstone Prim . Homer 74 We have 
no acknowledged *earth-goddess in the poems. 2880 A 
Wallace I si. Life 83 The opposite belief, which is now 
rapidly gaining ground among the students of *earth-his- 
tory. c 1200 Trin. Coll. Horn. 139 He turnde. .fro mennes 
wunienge to wilde deores, and ches ]?ere crundel to halle 
and *eor&hole to bure. 1628 Gaule Pract. The. 42 The 

* Earth- Lords [Adames] honour now layd in the dust. 257© 
Billingsley Euclid xii. xviii, 389 It was nedefuil for Me* 
chanicall *earthmeasures, not to be ignorant of the measure 
and contents of the circle. 2875 Emerson Lett. $ Soc. Aims, 
Immortality Wks. (Bohn) III. 280 The Pyramids .. and 
cromlechs and * earth-mounds much older. 2850 Browning 
Poems II. 435 , 1 can hear it 'Twixt my spirit And the *earth- 
noise, intervene. 2847 Emerson Poe?ns 12857) 32 From the 
*earth-poles to the line. 2887 Spectator 7 May 626/1 The 

* earth-powers which dwell in the billows, the rain, the frost, 
and the air. 1870 R. Ferguson Electr, 243 The *earth 
resistance to the current . . is next to nothing. 1883 Proctor 
in Contemp. Rev. Oct. 566 An extent of *earth-surface to 
be measured. Ibid. Tens of thousands of human beings 
have,. been destroyed by ^earth-throes. 2863 Daily Tel* 
27 Oct. 3/1 The colour of these tiles is a deep *earth-tint. 
1887 G, H. Darwin Earthqualces in Fortn. Rev. Feb. 274 
These troublesome changes are called *earth tremors. 2884 
A thenceum x6 Aug. 2x7/3 Dr. Bruce also pointed out traces 
..of the vallum or *earthwall. 

2 . objective, a. (sense 1 ), as earth-tilling, - worker 
vbl. sbs., earth - baking, - convulsing , - delving, 
-incinerating, -piercing, -trading ppl. adjs. h. 
(senses 7 , 8 ), as earth-measuring vbl. sb., \eartks- 
amazing, earth-crossing, -destroying, -devouring, 
-embleming, -overgazing, -refreshing, -vexing ppl. 
adjs. C. (sense 9 ), as earth-poring, -seeking ppl. 
adjs. d. (sense 12 ), as earth- grubber, - maker , 
-scraper; earth-eating vbl. sb. and ppl. adj. ; 
earth-wheeling vbl. sb. 

1624 Quarles Job ( 1717) 221 Jehovah did at length un- 
shroud His *Earths - amazing language. 2847 Emerson 
Poems (1857) 243 *Earth-baking heat. 1829 Shelley Pro- 
meth. Unb. iv. (1878) II. 132 f Earth-convulsing behemoth. 
1886 Proctor in 19/A Cent. May 692 A special dearth- 
crossing family of Comets, 1592 Shaks. Ven. <$• Ad. 687 
Where *earth- deluing Conies keepe. a 1631 Drayton 
Wks. IV. 2540 (Jod.) This all drowning *earth- destroy- 
ing shower, cx6o$ Montgomerie Poems 39 (Jod.) The 
*earth devouring anguish of despair. 2832 Th. Ross 
tr. Humboldts Trav. II. xxiv. 490 These examples of 
*earth-eating in the torrid zone appear very strange. 2869 
tr. Pouched s Universe (1871) 22 There are a tolerably large 
number of earth-eating tribes in North America. 2839 
Bailey Festus x. (1848) 108 The sacrificial ox, *earth-em- 
bleming. c 163© Brumm. of Hawth. Poems Wks. (xyxx) 33/2 
The earth and *earth-embracing sea did shake. 2870 Bryant 
Homer I, ix. 274 They offered prayer To earth-embracing 
Neptune. 2883 Proctor in Contemp. Rev. Oct 566 The 
*earth-fashioning power of vulcanian forces. i66x K. W. 
Conf. Ckarac., Usurer (i860) 74 This miserable *earthgrub- 
ber doth . . acquire this trash with vexation. 1869 Spurgeon 
Treas , Dav. Ps. xrv. 2 True believers do not . .bend double as 
earth-grubbers. 1801 Huntington Bank of Faith 34 Find- 
ing nothing could be done with the *earth-holders, I . .deter- 
mined to build my stories in the heaven. 2598 J. Dickenson 
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Greene in. Cone. C1878) 134 “Earth-incinerating Aetnas 
wombe bi.4 swolne with flames. 1719 De Foe Crusoe (.1840) 
II. xiv. 285 Potters and *earth-mahers; that is to say, people 
that tempered the earth for the China ware. 1570 Billings- 
ley Euclid xii. xviii. 389 Geometria, that is, * Earthmeasur- 
ing. 1816 Byron Ch. liar. in. xci, The peak Of *earth- 
o’ergazing mountains. 1839 Bailey Fes tits xix. (1848) 206 
The broad and upturned base Of that *earth-piercing altar 
pyramid. 1646 G. Daniel Poems Wks. 1878 1 . 24 High, and 
purged Soules Leave Time and Place, to dull *earthporing 
fooles. a 163,1 Drayton Wks. II. 4 9 <Jod.) The ^earth- 
refreshing Sun.. his golden head doth run Far under us. 
1613 T. Adams Spiritual Navig. 34 “Earth scrapers, .that 
would dig to the Center to exhale riches.^ 1646 G. Daniel 
poems Wks. 1878 I. 13 A low bruit Affection, .which binds 
In Sensuall Fetters, lowe “Earth-seeking minds. 1875 E. 
White Lije in Christ 1. i. (1878) 3 Wearing so many 
crowns, as “Earth-subduer, Legislator. 1387 Trevisa Hig- 
den (Rolls) II I. 31 pis kyng [Azarias] louede wel *erhe tel- 
ynge. 1382 Wyclif i Cor. iii. 9 $e ben the erthe tilyinge 
of God. 1:392 Shaks. Rom. # Jul 1. ii. 25 “Earthtreading 
stapes, that make darke heauen light. i6xx Shaks. Cymb . 
v. iv. 42 This “earth-vexing smart. 1477 in Tork Myst. 
Introd. 21 note, Garthyners, “erthe wallers, pavers, dykers. 
1885 Sir R. Rawlinson in Pali Mall G. 17 Jan. 1:2 Stock- 
port, where men had been set to test work at “earth-wheel- 
ing. *872 H. Macmillan True Vine ii. 57 ** Earth-worker,’ 
as the original word for husbandman should be rendered. 

8 . instrumental with passive pple., as earth- 
- Minded , - dimmed , -fed, -rampired, -stained, -worn. 

1831 Carlyle Sari. Res. m. viii, Thou the “Earth- 
blinded summonest both Past and Future. 1884 W. G. 
Horder in Ckr. World Pulpit 12 Nov. 310/3 .Our * earth- 
dimmed souls. 1605 B. Jonson Volpone in. vii, “Earth-fed 
Minds That never tasted the true Heav’n of love. 1649 

G. Daniel Tr inarch., Ben. V, cl i, “Earth-rampeir’d Ears, 
expect the Drum to Call. 1827 Keble Ckr. Y. 24th Sund. 
after Trin ., The “earth-stained spright Whose wakeful 
musings are of guilt and fear. 1B66 E. Peacock Eng. Ch. 
Furniture 177 The “earth-worn face of the l.ving. 

4 . adverbial with adjs. orvbl. sbs. Chiefly loca- 
tive and originative (in, on, near to the earth ; from, 
of the earth' 1 , and similative (as the earth); as in 
earth-bedded, -bound, -bowed, -bred, -bur rower, 
-coloured, -creeping, -ejected, -gaping, -grovelling, 
-lent, -low, -made, -nurtured, -proud, -rooted, -sprung, 
-turned, - undone , -wide. 

1813 Scott Rokeby it .xv, Yon “earth-bedded jet ting-stone. 
1605 Shaks. Macb. iv. i. 96 Who can. .bid the Tree Vnfixe 
his “earth-bound Root? 1865 G. Smith Autumn iv. in 
Macm. Mag XIII. 54 “Earth-bow’d trees. 1594 ? Greene 
Selimus Wks. 1881-3 XIV. 285 “Earth-bred brethren, 
which once Heaptehill on hill to scale thestarrie skie. 1603 

H. Crosse Vertices Commw. (1878) 90 Earth-bred wormes, 

. . will stand vpon termes of gentilitie. 1622 M ay Heir in 
Hazl. Dodsley ll. £17 The earth-bred thoughts of his gross 
soul. 1883 Wood in Lcngm. Mag. Dec. 162 The mole is an 
*earth-burrower. 1877 Daily Ne-xs 1 Nov. 5/7 We reached 
Biela at dark, dearth -coloured, wet and out of spirits. 
1381 Sidney APol. Poesie ("16221 530 So “earth-creeping a 
mind, that it cannot lift itself vp to looke to the skies of 
Poetry. 1819 Shelley Promeih. Unb. 11. ii, The earth- 
creeping breeze. 1886 Proctor in tgth Cent. May 694 The 
orbit. .had been that of the “earth-ejected comet. 1396 
Fitz- Geffrey Sir F. Drake (1881) 31 “Earth -gaping 
Chasma’s, that .mishap aboades. 1642 H. More Song of 
Soul 1. m. xxxviii, This Province . . is hight "^earth-grovel- 
ling Aptery. 1839 Bailey Festtes vi. (18481 61 With every 
“earthlent ray of every star Holy and special influences 
are. 1600 Tourneur Transf. Met. cclxxxii. With fleecy 
Wool!, that hung on “earth -low brakes. 1849 Hare 
Par. Serm. II. 416 Everything “earth-made has a weight 
in it which drags it down to earth. 1881 H. Phillips 
tr. Chamisso’s Faust 15 Woe and wail! earth-born, 
“earth - nurtured ! 1868 Hawthorne A mer. Note- bks. 
(1879) I. 218 Weary “earth - plodders. 1847 Emerson 
Poems (1857) 7° *Earth-proud, proud of the earth which 
is hot theirs. 1871 G. Macdonald Songs of Days & Nts. 
51 The long grass . . an “earth-rooted sea. 1614 R. Taylor 
Hog lost Pearl in Dodsley (1780) VI. 4x2 Tortur’d by the 
weak assailments Of “earth-sprung griefs. #1849 J. C. M an- 
gan Poems (1850) 74.Earthsprung mothers, of an earthly 
name, Doomed to die. 1618 Braithwait Descr. Death , 
“Earth-turned, mole-eied, flesh-hook, that puls us hence. 
1830 Mrs. Browning Poems 1 . 3x3 As one God-satisfied and 
“earth-undone. 1864 R. S. Hawker Quest. Sangraal 4 
The “Earthwide Judge, Pilate the Roman. 

II. Special comb.; earth - almonds, c the 
corms of Cyperus esculentus* {Syd. Soc. Lex); 
eartb.-bags = sand-bags (Adm. Smyth) ; see earth- 
sack; earth-balls, truffles, Tuber cibarium (Brit- 
ten and Holland); t earth-bath, a kind of medical 
treatment in which the patient was buried up to 
the shoulders in the ground ; earth -battery* 
(. Eledr .), a battery formed by burying two voltaic 
elements in the earth some distance apart ; earth- 
bed, a bed upon the ground; the grave ; ’tearth- 
bind, some creeping plant ; earth-bob, a maggot, 
the larva of a beetle; f earth-coal, coal as dis- 
tinguished from charcoal ; earth-car (see quot.) ; 
ear feh- chestnut* Earth-nut ; ’hearth-chine, a 
cleft in the earth ; earth-closet, a substitute for 
a water-closet, in which earth is used as a deodor- 
ising agent ; earth-current {Eledr.), an irregular 
current due to the earth, which affects telegraph 
wires so as to render them temporarily useless 
for communication ; t earth-dog, a terrier ; earth- 
drake, mod. rendering of OE. eorcS-draca earth- 
dragon ; t earth-flax, some mineral, possibly as- 
bestos ; earth-flea, earth-fly, = Chico ; earth- 
foam, a variety of Aphrite ; earth-fork, a digging 


fork ; earth-gall, the Lesser Centaury, Erythrsea 
Centamium; earth-hog = Aard-vark; earth- 
house, an underground chamber or dwelling ; Jig. 
the grave ; earth-hunger, a disease characterized 
by a morbid craving for eating earth ; jig. desire 
to possess land, greed of territory; f earth-ivy 
= Ground-ivy; t earth-lice, transl. L .pedunctili 
terras (see quot.) ; earth-marl, marl containing 
a large proportion of clay ; earth -moss, the 
genus Fhascu?n (Britten and Holland) ; earth- 
mouse, the plant LatJiyrus tuberosus (Britten and 
Holland) ; 4 * earth - moving vbl. sb. = Earth- 
quake; earth-oil, petroleum; earth-pillar (GeoL), 
a pillar-like mass of earth (see quot.) ; + earth- 
planet, nonce-wd., a fugitive, wanderer ; earth- 
plate {Eledr. ), a metal plate buried in the earth, 
connected with a telegraph battery in order that 
the circuit may be completed by the earth ; 
■f earth-puff, a puff-ball fungus (Nares) ; + earth - 
rie (Orm. eorperiche), the earth-realm, earth as 
a region; earth-rind, rhetorically used for ‘ crust 
of the earth’ ; alsoyfg. ; earth-sack, a sack filled 
with earth, used as a fascine in fortifications; earth- 
sculpture, the physical processes by which the 
form of the earth’s surface is altered ; earth- 
shaker, also earth-shaking ppl. a., chiefly used 
as epithets of Poseidon or Neptune ; earth- 
shaking vbl. sb, formerly == Earthquake ; earth- 
shine {A strong) = Earth-ltght ; earth-shock, a 
convulsion of the earth ; fan earthquake ; f earth- 
shrew, the Shrew-mouse ; earth-side, nonce-wd., 
earthward side or aspect ; earth-smoke, the plant 
Fumitory (Britten and Holland) ; earth-spider, 
the Tarantula; earth-spring, in electrical machines 
a spring connected with the earth ; earth-star, 
a fungus so called from its stellate shape when 
lying on the ground; also as nonce-wd., applied 
to the earth considered as a 1 star’, and to lu- 
minous objects resembling stars; earth-stopper, 
one who is employed to stop up the 1 earths’ or 
holes of foxes; earth-table {Arch.), see quot. ; 
earth-tongue {Bot), Eng. rendering of the name 
of the genus Geoglossum (Treas. Bot.); earth- 
wave, a seismic wave in the solid crust of the 
earth; earth-wolf, transl. Du. Aardwolf, q.v. 
Also Earth-apple, -board, -born, -din, -fast, 

-LESS, -LIGHT, -MAD, -WISE, -WORK, -WORM. 

1765 Nat. Hist in Ann. Reg. 108/2 The “Earth -bath . .may 
be used with safety only from the end. .of May to. .October. 
a 1300 Cursor M. 6962 loseph bans bai wit ham ledd, f>ar 
J?ai !?am grof in “erth bedd. 1637 N abbes Microcosm, in 
Dodsley IX. 163 My earth-bed wet with nightly tears. 1877 
Browning La Saisiaz 1x8 Of all earth-beds, to your mind 
Most the choice for quiet, yonder. 1579 Langham Gard. 
Health (1633) 205 Headache of rheume, put in the iuyee of 
white *Earthbinde into the nose. 1740 R. Brookes Art of 
A ngling iii. 13 The “Earth-Bob or White-Grub is a Worm 
with a red Head. 1787 Hest A ng ling {ed. 2) 57 The best 
bait for them in the winter is, the earth bob, it is the spawn 
of the beetle. 1874 Knight Diet Meek.,* Earth-car = 
dumping-car, a car for transporting gravel and stone in 
railway operations, c 1220 Bestiary 402 [A fox] goS o felde 
to a furg, and failed "Sarinne, In eried lond er in “erS-chine. 
1870 Eng. Meek. 18 Mar. 661/3 He had converted a privy 
into an ^earth-closet. 1871 Napheys Prev. fy Cure Dis. 1. 
viii. 233 The dry earth-closet is especially valuable. 1807 
Southey Espriella’ s Lett. (18x4) I. 12 They bum "^earth- 
coal everywhere. 1879 T homson & Tait Nat. Phil. 1 . 1. § 376 
An unknown and ever varying electromotive force, .due to 
the earth (producing what is commonly called the ‘ *earth- 
current ’). 1616 Surfjl. & Markh. Countr. Farm 699 The 
hunting of the Foxe and Broke . . is to bee performed with 
*earth-dogs. a zooo Beowulf {Or.) 271 1 Sio wund . . )?e him se 
*eor 3 -draca aer geworhte. x8. . Ogilvie, s.v. Earth-drake , 
cites W. Spalding. 1693 Woodward (J.) Of English talc, 
the coarser sort is called plaister, or parget ; the finer, 
* earth flax, or salamander’s hair.. 1872 Watts Did. Chem. 

I. 349 A soft friable variety of it [aphrite] called *earth- 
foam. c 1000 Sax. Leechd. II. 186 Centaurian sume hataS 
hyrde wyrt sume *eor 5 ^eallan. x6xx Cotgr., Repeyret, 
Feuerwort, Earthgall, Centorie the lesse. 1884 Miller 
Plant Names 40 Earth-gall, Erythraea Centaurium and 
other plants of the Gentian tribe. 1731 Medley Rolbens 
Cape G. Hope II, xi8 The *Earth-nogs . . are not un- 
like the European hogs, excepting that their colour ap- 
proaches to a red. c xooo Sax. Leechd. II. 146 Romane 
him. .worhton *eor}? hus for Jxaere lyfte wilme. c 1203 Lay. 
2381 Seouen 3er wes Astrild i J?issen eor 5 huse [1250 trip 
huse]. a 1836 Longf. Grave 28 Loathsome is that earth-house 
and grim within to dwell. 1856 Emerson Eng. Traits vii. 
Tnutk Wks. (Bohn) II. 53 The *earth-hunger, or preference 
for property in land, which is said to mark the Teutonic na- 
tions. 1884 Graphic 4 Oct 342/2 The Boers . . whose earth 
hunger is notorious, will gradually ‘ eat -up* all the surrounding 
territories. <7*050 Voc. in Wr.-Wulcker 290 Hedera nigra, 
"*eor" 3 ifij. <7*263 Fbr. Plant -names in Wr.-Wulcker 558 
Hedera nigra, oerjnui. *56* Hollybush Horn. Apoth. 37 a, 
Take the lesse Shaving girss . . and Earth yvy, of eche two 
handfull. 160* Holland Pliny II. 379 Some tearme them, 
Pedunculos terrse, *earth-lice. 1770-4 A. Hunter Georg. 
Ess. 11803) 1 . 226 note, A very considerable number of ^earth- 
marls are of a stony hardness. 1831 Brit Hush. I. 311 The 
origin of earth-marl is a subject of curious inquiry. 1859 
All Y. Round No. 32. 126 The *earth-mouse (Lathyrus 
tuberosus), which the French peasant will not cultivate be- 
cause, he says, it walks underground. 1382 Wyclif Matt . 
xxiv. 7 *Erthemouyngis schulen be by placis. *735 Baker 


in Dalrymple Or. Rep. I. 172 (Y.) About 200 Families 
employed in getting "^Earth-oil out of Pitts. *870 Lyell 
Students Geol. vi. (ed. 4) 82 ^Earth-pillars with stones on 
their tops are relics of the country worn away all around 
them. 1391 Florio 2nd Fruites 141 Children, whores, and 
fugitiues . . A man must not beleeue these runagate " earth- 
planets. 1385 J. Higins tr. Junius NomenclatortgS.) Mush- 
rooms, tadstooles, earthturfes, *earthpuffes. c 1200 Ormin 
12132 Nan eorl?li3 kinedom Here upponn *eorberiche 
1850 Cari.yle Latter-d. Pamphl. iv. 8 On what a bottom*- 
less. volcano .. separated from us by a thin ^earth-rind 
Society .. in the present epoch, rests! 187s Hartwig 
: Snbterr. W. i. 5 The history of the earth-rind opens lo 
us a vista into time. 1708 Lond. Gaz. No. 4471/2 We 
began .. to fill the Fosse., with Fascines and *Earth- 
Sacks. *883 Mrs. Prestwich in Gd. Words 643/2 Glaciers 
and other agents of *earth-sculpture. 1647 R. Stapylton 
Juvenal 184 Th’ *earth-shaker Neptune. *846 Grote 
Greece (1869) I. 55 The mighty Poseidon, the earth-shaker 
and the ruler of the sea. 1387 Trevisa Higden 1 Rolls) V. 209 
Mammertus. . ordeyned Rogaciouns a3enst *erj?e schakynge. 
Ibid. vii. xv. (1527) 280 b, In ytalye was an erth-sakynge 
that dured xl dayes. 1634 Milton Counts 869 By the *earth- 
shaking Neptune’s mace. *875 Longf, Masq. Pandora m. 
sp. 8 The earth-shaking trident of Poseidon. 1834 Nat, 
Philos. (U. K. S.) IIL Astron. iii. 77/2 That part of the moon 
which receives no light directly from the sun, may, bv indi- 
rectly receiving it from the earth, become .. faintly visible. 
The appearance . . has received the name of *earth-shine. 
1876 G. Chambers Astron. 87 The Earth-shine is more lu- 
minous before the New Moon than after it. C1315 Shoreham 
124 Altha was an *erthe-schoke. 1816 Byron Siege Cor. 
xxxiii, All the living things that heard That deadly earth- 
shock disappear’d. 1693 in Phil. Trans. XVII. 851 The 
Shrew-mouse^ or Erd, 1. e. *Earth-shrew. *863 Dickens 
Mut. Fr. 1. xiv, The *earth-side of the grave. 1858 Sears 
Athan. 11. ix. 226 On this dark or earth-side of his [Christ’s] 
nature. 1883 Chamb. Jrnl. 1 Dec. 760/2 A common ^'earth- 
spider, the tarantula. 1881 Maxwell Eledr. Magn. I. 
299 When P moves away from the ^earth-spring it carries 
this charge with it. 1816 Byron Siege Cor. v, Its *earth- 
stars melted into heaven. 1839 B/.iley Festus xxviii. (1848) 
335 Is l he earth-star struggling still with death? *883 W. 
H. Gibson in Harper's Mag. May 912/1 The fungus 
called the earth -star, Geaster hygrometricus , a plant of the 
puff-ball tribe. 1880 Times 2 N ov. 4/5 Thereare huntsmen, 
whips, and grooms, kennel attendants, smiths, and "^earth- 
stoppers to be employed. *875 Gwilt A rchit Gloss., * Earth 
Table . . the plinth of a wall . . or lowest course of project- 
ing stones immediately above the ground. 1869 Phillips 
Vesuv. ix. 261 Heat in some way generates the force of 
the *earth-wave. 1878 Huxley Physiogr. 188 [In earth- 
quakes] near the sea the water waves may be far more 
destructive than the earth waves. 

+ Earth, sbf Obs. or dial. Forms : 1 ierj>, 
irf>, yr p, earp, serp, 4-5 erpe, 6 earthe, 6- 
earth.. [OE. *$rp, WS. iqrf str. fem. (OTeut. type 
*arpi-z) f, *ar~, root of OE. %rian, Ear v . 1 to 
plough + suffix as in Birth. 

1 . The action of ploughing ; a ploughing. In OE. 
also ‘ ploughed land’ and * produce of arable land, 
a crop’ (Bosw.-Toller). 

<7890 K. ASlfred Bseda iv. xxviii. (Bosw.) Da georn Saer 
sona up xenihtsumlic yr)? and wasstm. a 1000 Red. Sing. 
Pers. in Thorpe Laws (1840) 189 Feola syndan folcgerihtu 
..ben-feorm for ripe, gyt-feorm for yr8e. 1398 Trevisa 
Barth. DeP. R. xvn. xviii (MS.) jpe more gardyne was of 
twenty days er)?e o]?ererynge [*495 erthe ar eryenge]. *332 
Huloet, Earth or earynge of Lande in some place taken 
for tyllage of lande, as the first earth . . first plowynge styr* 
ringe. *373 Tusser^ Husb xxxv. (1878) 84 Such lande as 
ye breake vp for barlie to sowe, two earthes at the least er 
ye sowe it bestowe. a 1813 Vancouver in A, Young Agric . 
Essex I. 203 One or two deep dean ploughings is all that 
can . . be required, .and one or both of these earths, under 
certain circumstances, had better be dispensed with. 

2 . The soil turned up by the plough on the edge 
of the furrow. 

*765 A. DrcKSON Treat Agric. 275 If the earths of the 
furrows are set on their edge, the harrows turn them back. 

Earth (§ij>), v. Forms : a. Sc. and north, dial. 
4-6 erde, 6 eird, 9 eard, yird. £. 6- earth, 
[f. Earth sbj ; until 16th c. app. only ^.] 
tl. trans. To commit (a corpse) to the earth ; to 
buiy. (In Sc. formerly the usual word for this 
sense ; in Eng. writers only poet . or rhet., with a 
reference to the etymology.) Now only dial. 

1373 Barbour Bruce xin. 666 And the laiff . . In-to gret 
pittes erdit war. <7*423 Wyntoun Cron. jx. xii. 7 Robert 
ouresecound Kyng. .Wes erdyde in Skone, quhare be ryes. 
*3*3 Douglas JEneis v. ii. 12 The reliquies and bonis m 
feir Of my divyne fadir we erdit heir. *337 Tottells Misc. 
(Arb.) 142 Though earthed be his corps, yet florish shall his 
fame. 1591 Greene Maiden's Dr. Wks. (1881-3) XIV. 316 
His liuelesse bodie. .Let that be earthed, .in gorgeous wise. 
1626 Dk. Buckhm. Sp. Ho. Lords in Rushw. Hist Coll. 
(1659) I. 377 If my Posterity should not inherit the same 
fidelity, I should . . be glad to see them earthed before me. 
*742 R. Blair Grave 169 Why thy ado in earthing up a 
carcase ? 1808 Poet. Register 73 We’ll earth her tomorrow, 
’Tis the only wise method to bury one’s sorrow. 1832-53 
Whistle-Binkie (Sc. Songs) Ser. 11. 100 But Lauchie diddee, 
and was welcomely yirdet. 1875 Whitby Gloss. (E. D. S.) 
Larded, consigned to the earth ; buried. 

2 . To plunge or hide in the earth. ; to cover with 
earth. Also intr. (for reJL) Only poet, or rhetorical. 
Also fig. 

1648 Bp. Hall Select Th.% 23 Let a man strictly examine 
bis own affections, he shall find them so deeply earthea. 
*652 Benlowes Theoph. xi. xliii, Seeds thrive When earth t. 
1742 Young Nt Th. ix. 948 The miser earths his treasure. 
1839 Bailey Festus (1848! 16 Could I, like Heaven s bolt, 
earthing quench myself. This moment would I, etc. 
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3. Gardening. To heap the earth over (roots and 
stems of plants). Usually with up. 

1693 Sir R. 'Buckley, Maize , in Phil. Trans. XVII. 9,39 
It must be earth'd up with the Iiowe twice or thrice in 
growing. 1719 London & Wise Compl. Card. 299 In dry 
Soils, you must Earth up a little our Artichoaks. 1796 
C. Marshall Garden, xv. (1813) 231 Earth up the plants 
frequently . . a little at a time, in order to blanch them. 
s 88i Whitehead Hops 8 The plant centres being * earthed' 
or covered over with a few shovels of earth. 

4. Irons. To conceal in a hole or burrow. 

1619 J. King Serm. 40 Beasts . . earthed in their thickets 
and bogges. a 1635 Corbet Iter Bor. 127 The cunning men, 
like moles, Dwelt not in howses,but were earth’t in holes, 
b. reft. (In 17th c. often iransf and fig:) 

1609 Bp. Barlow Anew. Nameless Cath. 335 This wily 
Creature, fearing lest hee should bee taken by the . . sent, 
hath earth’d himselfe backe againe into the 92 page. 1656 
Artif Handsomeness 137 He thea retreats to this [strong- 
hold] of Scandal, and earths himself in this burrough. 1719 
D'Urfey Pills IV. 56 He Earths himself in Cellars deep. 

C. intr. for ref. of the fox, etc. ; To run to his 
earth ; to hide in the earth. 

1622 Fletcher Span. Curate 11. i, They wil not die here. 
They will not Earth. 1634 Heywood Witches of Lane. 1. 
i Wks. 1874 IV. 172 Perhaps some Foxe had earth'd there. 
X713 Guardian No. 125 11756) II. 163 Hence foxes earth’d, 
and wolves abhorr'd the day. c 1820 S Rogers Italy (1852) 
188 Once again he earths, Slipping away to house with them 
beneath. 1882 Echo 20 Feb. 4/2 The vulp earthed at last, 
and had to be left for another day. 

5. trans. To drive (a fox, etc.) to his earth. 
Also fig. 

1575 Turberv. Bk. Venerie 239 We earth and dlgge a 
Badgerd. 1719 D'Urfey Pills II. 270 The vixen’s just now j 
Earth’d. 1742 Young Nt. Th. iv. 96 The circling hunt, of 
noisy men. - Pursuing, and pursu’d, each other’s prey. .Till 
death, that mighty hunter, earths them all. 1827 Blackiu. 
Mag. XXI 272 The consciousness of having now fairly . . 
earthed the objects of this arduous search. 

0. intr. (See quot.) dial. 

1875 Parish Sussex Gloss., Earth, to turn up the ground 
as a mole does. 

7. In Sugar-making. Hence Earthed ppl. a. 
See quot., and cf. Clayed. 

1727-52 Chambers Cycl. II. s.v. Sugar, Earthed Sugar is 
that which is whitened by means of earth laid on the top 
of the forms it is put in to purge itself. 

t Ea*rth-apple. Obs. [f. Earth 

1. In QE, ? A cucumber; also = glossarial L. 

mandr agora. 

c sooo j® lfric Nnm. xi. 5 Cucumeres j>xt synd eori»aeppla. 
c 1000 — Gloss, in W r. -W uicker 1 36 Mandragora , eor&aeppel. 

2. Sow-bread (? Cyclamen europseum\ 

1601 Holland Pliny II. 300 Cankerous sores are cured 
with the root of Sowbread, which we call the earth-apple. 

3. ? The potato [transl. Fr. pomme de ierre\. In 
mod. Diets. 

Ea*rtli-boar&. [f. Earth sbX (or perh. sb. 2 ) 

+ Board.] The mould-board of a plough. 

1649 Blithe Eng . Improv. Itnpr. (1653) 190 The Shield- 
board, some call Breast-board, or Earth-board, or Furrow- 
board. 1763 Univ. Mag. XXXVII. 33/2 The plat, or earth- 
board, turned most of the carrots out of the ground. 1884 
Lottgm. Mag. Feb. 403 The * hardy rustic ' still goes into 
the woods and seeks for an elm . . for the earth-boards. 
Ea-rtll-bom, ppl a. poet, or rhetorical. 

1. Born by emerging from the earth: applied 
e.g. to the Titans, to the offspring of the dragons 
teeth of Cadmus, etc. Also - Autochthonous. 

1603 Knolles Hist. Turks (1638) 231 They had like the 
earth-borne brethren, wrought one anothers destruction. 
1774 Goldsm. Nat. Hist. (1776) VI. 403 Young turtles., 
are seen bursting from the sand, as if earth-born. _ 1831 
Carlyle Misc. (1857) II. 324 Lessing still towers in the 
distance like an Earth-born Atlas. 1875 Jowett Plato 
(ed. 2) III. 41 Cadmus and his earth-born men. 

2. Born on the earth ; of earthly or mortal race, 
as opposed to angelic or divine. 

1667 Milton P.L. iv. 360 Creatures of other mould, earth- 
born perhaps, Not Spirits. 1738 Wesley Psalms cxlvii, 11, 
vi, By all the Earth-born Race His Honours be express’d, 
b. iransf. Of humble, as opposed to royal birth. 
1709 Edm. Smith Phaedra # Hippol. 1. ii. (1793) 594 Earth- 
born Lycon may ascend the throne. 

3. Of things: Produced by the earth; arising 
from the earth. 

1702 Rowe Tanterl. v. i, Behold the vain Effects of Earth- 
born Pride, 1810 Scott Lady of L. 1. xi, Nor were these 
earth-born Castles bare. 1864 Pusey Led. Daniel ix. 563 
The serene depth of heaven . .undimmed, .by the black earth- 
born clouds, which roll so far below, 
t Eartli-din. Obs . For forms see Earth sb 1 . 
Din ; in 4 Sc. erdine, erdinge. An earthquake. 

<21079 O. E. Chron. an. 1060 On bisan gere wses micel eorS- 
dyne. CX250 Gen. 4 Ex. 1108 Oc siSen loth wente ut of 
hine, brende it Shunder, sane it erfe-dine. a 1300 Cursor 
M. 20499 An erth-din J>ar com )>at scok All thinges, CX375 
Barbour Troy-bk. 1. 455 Scho walde horribile erdinge ger 
be, Ande hydwisly wp raise the see, CX375 — St. Marga- 
rets 590 Sone wes herde a fellone here Of thonir and of 
erdine. <7x440 Promp. Parv. 141 Erthe qwake, or er)>e dene 
[K. erdyn, or erde qwave, P. erthdyn]. 1483 Cath. Angl. 
1x7 An Erthe dyne, or an Erthe qvake. 

Earthen ( 9 *a]>’n), a. Forms: 3 eorften, erthin, 
4-5 erpen, 5 erpyn, (6 erdyn), 6 - earthen. 
Also Earthern. [app. not recorded in OE. ; the 
normal form would be *erfen , WS. *ierfen, yrpen 
= OHG. irdln , Goth, airfeins OTeut. *irfino-z > 

i. erpd Earth ; see -en.] 


1. Made or composed of earth. 

a 2225 A ncr. R. 388 A Iefdi was bet was mid hire uoan 
biset al abuten. . wiftinnen one eor'Sene castle, a 2300 Cursor 
M. 27646 ]>ou man bat es in erth stad bat es noght bot an 
erthin gadd. c 3440 Promp . Parv. 141 EiFyn [written cryyp] 
or of the earth, terrenus. 1729 De Foe Crusoe ( 1840) II. xiv. 
286 The earthen floors we have in use in several parts of Eng- 
land, .as hard as stone. 1807 G. Chalmers Caledonia 1. 11. 
ii. 243 A high earthen rampart, .running off, from a British 
fort. 2871 Palgrave Lyr. Poems 16 Pacing the earthen 
floor with solemn feet. 

b. Made of baked clay. 

1382 Wyclif for. xix. 1 Go and tac the erthene litil wyne 
vessel of the crockere. 1481-90 Howard Hauseh. Bks.{ 1841) 
150 Item, for ij. erthen panys ijd. _ 1527 MS. Acc . R. Gibson 
Master of Rez>e!s, Itm, dew for iiij dosyn erdyn dishes, y« 
dosyn, iiiifl?. 2697 Dryden Virg. Georg. 11. 536 The God of 
Wine, Whose Earthen Images adorn the Pme. 1725 De 
Foe Voy. round IV. (1840) 102 Two hundred large earthen 
jars. 2800 tr. Lagrange's Ckern. I. 233 A tubulated earthen 
or iron retort. 1875 Jowett Plato (ed. 2) I. 66 The three 
measures of wine, or the earthen vessel which contains them. 

2. Said disparagingly of the human body, or of 
the world. Sometimes transf.zxid,fig. of conditions, 
qualities, etc. : Characteristic of the earth, merely 
material. Also in comb., as earthen- hearted. 

26. . Lever Prayer in Farr's S. P. 523 Let thy holy eyes 
reflect Their influence upon my earthen state. 1633 Earl 
Manch. Al Mondo (1636) 274 Nor will he care who shuts 
up his earthen eyes, when death it selfe opens his soules 
eyes, a 1656 Bp. Hall Rem. Wks. ('1660' 63 The best part 
of this Earthen World is man. 1835 Browning Gram- 
marian's Funeral, To make the heavenly period Perfect the 
earthen. 2870 Lowell Among my Bks. Ser. 1. (1873; 211 
We know who is to be the guest of this earthen hospitality, 
— how much beauty, love, and heartbreak, are to be covered 
in that pit of clay. 1876 Ibid. Ser. 11 . 15 Far from a man. . 
be so rash and earthen-hearted a humility. 

Ea'rthen, v. rare- 1 , [f. Earth sbf -en.] 
intr. To turn into earth. 

2839 Bailey Festus v. (1848) 39 While one so beautiful 
lies earthening here. 

Earthenware (5-iJ>’n,we»i\ [f. Earthen a. + 
Ware ; until 19th c. often written as two words.] 

1. Vessels or other objects made of baked clay. 

1673 Ray Journ. Low C. 29 The Town [Delft] is noted 

for good earthen Ware, as Stone-jugs, Pots, etc. 1727 De 
Foe Eng. Tradesm. xxvi, (1841) 1. 267 Earthenware from 
Stafford, Nottingham, and Kent. 1792 Phil. Trans. 
LXXXI I.270 When earthen ware is mentioned in this paper, 
the cream-coloured or queen's ware is meant. 1879 J. J. 
Young Ceram. Art 30 The manufacture of earthen-ware, 
b. In pi. Kinds of earthenware. 

2832 G. Porter Porcelain L 19 Efforts, .for improving the 
quality of common earthenwares made in Staffordshire. 

2. The material of which such vessels are made. 
2799 Med. Jrnl. I. 295 Pour it into a jar of stone or earthen- 
ware. 2811 A. T. Thomson Lond. Disp. {1818) Introd. 40 
A trough of earthen-ware, divided in its length by numerous 
partitions of the same material. 1873 Watts Fownes ' Chem. 
388 Earthenware is made from a white secondary clay. 

3. attrib. and in comb., as earthenware vessel, 
-dealer, -man. 

2823 J. & H. Smith Ref. Addr.v. (1873) 41 England is a 
large earthenware pipkin. 1813 Examiner 24 May 329/1 
J. Downes, High Holborn, earthenwareman. 1868 Geo. 
Eliot F. Holt 53 The light by which the minister was read- 
ing was a wax-candle in a white earthenware candlestick. 
Earthern a., corrupt form of Earthen. 

1726 Swift Corr. Wks. 1841 II, 591 Your earthern vessel, 
provided it is close stopped, I allow to be a good succe- 
daneum. 1775 Adair Anicr. Ind. 407 Beating also with a 
stick, .on the top of an earthern pot covered with a wet and 
well-stretched deer-skin. 

Earthfast (§*a)>fast), a. [f. Earth sb 1 + Fast 
a.] Fixed in the ground ; cf. quot. 1869 . 

c 1000 iELFRic Saints' Lives xvii. (1885) I. 130 Sume men 
synd swa ablende Ipset hi bringaft heora lac to eoreffaestum 
stane. 1868 G. Stephens Runic Mon. 1. 199 No runic earth- 
fast monument of any kind . . has ever been found in any 
Saxon or German territory. 2869 R. B. Peacock Gloss. 
Lonsdale Dial., Earthfast, said of a stone appearing on 
the surface but fast in the earth. 1881 tr. NordenskiSld s 
Voy. Vega I. ii. 97 A box. .fixed to the ground with earth- 
fast stakes and cross-bars. 

t Ea rth - grins, -grith.. Obs. rare. [f. 
Earth sb. 1 4 the correct form and the etymology of 
the second element are unknown.] An earthquake. 

1297 R. Glouc. (1810) 414 poru out al Engelond so gret 
erbgrybe [v. r. erbgrine, erbgrene, erbe dene, er]>e den]J?er 
com. Ibid. 530 Erthgrine strong inou aboute Leinte. 
f Ea'rth-hom. ? nonce-wd. A contrivance said 
by Langtoft and his translator Robert of Brunne 
to have been used by the English at the battle of 
the Standard, in order to discomfit the Scots by 
terrifying their cattle with a subterraneous noise. 

Langtoft’s words are * Homme dist, tymmers Englays suz 
terre avayent.' The original source seems to be the follow- 
ing : * Idem archiepiscopus [Thurstinus] .. fieri jussit in 
viis subterraneis quaedam instrumenta sonos hombiles 
reddentia, quae Anglice dicuntur Petronces* ( Life of A bp. 
Thnrstan in Raine Historians of Church qfrorkll . 266). 

1330 R. Brunne Chron. (1810) 118 Yn ilk strete & way bei 
ordeynd an erbe horn. Ibid, pis was at Kouton more, pat 
pe erbe homes biewe per pe Scottis misfore. 

Earthiness (supines), [f. Earthy a. + -ness.] 
1. The quality of being earthy; the properties 
characteristic of earth as a substance or as an 
‘element’. 

1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. xvix. exxiv. (1405) 685 Tame 
peres grene . . be soure : but in sethynge . . wyth hony . . the 


erthynesse . . therof maye be somwhat tempryd. 1678 R. 
R[ussell] Geher u. rr. 1. x. 166 We find Bodies of more 
Earthiness of more easie Calcination. 1750 tr. Leonardus ' 
Mirr. Stones 18 There is no stone but will, by reason of its 
earthiness, sink in water. 1870 R bade Put yourself in his 
PI. Ill, 275 The water had a foul and appalling odour, a 
compound of earthiness and putrescence. 

f b. cotter. Earthy matter. Obs. 

1528 Paynell Salerne Regim. B iij b, The moystnes therof 
[of fleme] is conieyled and some what altered to erthynes. 
164s French Distill, i. (1651) 19 The Spirit..ariseth. .with- 
out any earthinesse mixed with it. ^ 2693 Evelyn De la 
Quint. Compl. Card. I. 124 Having a juice extremely sweet 
and sugred, leaving no Earthiness or Lees behind it. 

2. fig. — Earthliness I. 

1670 Walton Lives iv. 340 This dignity hath no such 
earthiness in it, hut it may very well be joined with Heaven. 
2849 Ruskin Sev. Lamps v. § 24. x6x There is dreaming 
enough, and earthiness enough . . in human existence. 1864 
D. Mitchell Sev. Stor. 265 The eyes are living eyes, but 
with no touch of earthiness. 

Earthing (5upiq\ vbl. sb. [f. Earth v. + 
-ingL] Occas. attrib. 

1 1. Burial, northern and Sc. 
a 1300 Cursor M. 1190 [Abel had] at his erthing [Golf. 
birijng, Trin. burying©] all lede. _ C1375 Barbour Troy-bk . 

11. 2054 Nocht lange eftir his erdinge. .Egistus tuke to wyf 
Cletemistra. 1535 Stewart Cron. Scot. (1858) 1. 86 Euerilk 
clan had .. ane commoun erdmg place. 

f b. The state of being buried. Obs. 
a 2300 Cursor M. 28041 pat stinkand lazarun fra vs Of his 
erding pe thridd dai He losed him. 

2. The action of heaping (up) earth round a plant. 

1664 Evelyn Kal.Horty 1729) 195 Several of which [vege- 
tables].. are most of them to be blanch’d by laying them 
under Littier, and earthing up. 1721-1800 Bailey, Earthing 
is the covering of Trees, Plants, and Herbs with Earth. 
1862 Delamer Hitch, Gard. 117 All that will be required 
after, besides these earthings, is a regular supply of air. 

■f 3. Anchorage. Obs. rare . 

1646 PI. Lawrence Comm. Angels 171 Our anchor casts 
deepe in heaven, where there is good earthing. 

4. a. The action of taking refuge in an ‘ earth ’ 
or burrow ; concr. the earth or burrow itself, b. 
Driving an animal to its earth; perh. also used 
for Unearthing. 

1597 2 nd Pt. Return Parnass. 11. v. 830 Do you meane at 
the vnkennelling, vntapezing, or earthing of the Fox? 1706 
Phillips, Earthing, among Hunters, a Term us’d for a 
Badger’s lodging. 1741 Compl. Fain.- Piece n. i. 29s Having 
found a Fox's Earth, cause all his Ploles you can find to bo 
stopt..in order to prevent his Earthing. 1854 H. Miller 
Sch. <§- Schm. (1858) 335 Our party . . had its dog . . and my 
companions were desirous of getting his earthing ability 
tested upon the badger of the establishment. 

f Ea*rthish, a. nonce-wd. [f. Earth sbf + 
-isH.] - Earthly. 

1336 Tindale Exp. Matt . Wks. 1849 87 But an if thou 
wilt not come within the covenant 01 God. .thou art bound 
by these words so fast that none . . can loose thee ; no, though 
our earth ish god whisper all his absolutions over thee. 

Ea*rthite. nonce-wd. [f. Earth sbf + -ite.] An 
inhabitant of earth. 

1825 R. Ayton Ess. <$> Sk. Char. 210 We loyal earthites 
may be pleased to think so; but what may the moonites.. 
say to such a notion ? 

3Sa*rt Eland, [f. Earth sb. 2 + Land.] Arable 
land. 

826 Chart. Ecgberht in Cod. DiplN. 84ponon waestforSonae 
sealstub 0$ Sset yrSland. cxooo Voc. in Wr.-Wulcker 279 
Arua, yrpland. 1885 A rchseol. frnl. XLIL 271 That 
slight deposit of mud from the river which is_ at present im- 
perceptibly converting them from earthland into marsh. 
Ea’rtkless, a. nonce-wd. [f. Earth sb. 1 +• 
-less.] Unencumbered by earth (by the body). 

18x7 Byron Manfred m. iv. 152 He's gone — his soul has 
ta’en his earthless flight. 

Ea*rtE-liglit. Astron. The partial illumina- 
tion of the dark portion of the moon’s surface by 
light reflected from the earth ; = earth-shine, q.v. 
in Earth sb. 1 B. XL 

1833 Sir- JT. Herschel Astron. vl. 223 It [the earth] then 
illuminates its [the moon's] dark half by strong earth-light, 
1874 Moseley Astron. xlvii.150 In the conical shadow there 
is absolutely no light (except, perhaps, some little reflected 
from the earth called earthlight). 

Hartkliness (outlines), [f. Earthly a. + 

-NESS.] 

1. The quality of being earthly ; the distinctive 
properties of terrestrial things; worldliness as 
opposed to keavenliness. 

1583 Golding Calvin on Deut. cxcvi. 12x5 When we ; . 

| worship him [God], wee imagine not any earthlinesse in him. 
x6xx Cotgr., Terrcsterritl earthlinesse, worldlinesse. 

1665 Wither Lord's Prayer 107 They in whom the first 
natural Earthlyness and will, are predominant. 1813 Shel- 
ley Q. Mob L 1x853)4 Each stain of earthliness Had passed 
away. *851 Hawthorne Twice-told T. II. xiii. 211 For 
often there was an earthliness in his conceptions, 

f2. — Earthiness i. Obs. 

c 1535 Dewes Introd. Fr. in Palsgr. 920 The one 5s pure, 
separate of erthlynesse. 1594 Mirr. Pol. (1599) If of an 
earthly substance wee would make fire, we must first purge 
and purifie it from the earthlinesse. 1641 French Distill. 
v. (1651) 144 It is ..the earthlinesse that is so nauseous. 
1642 Fuller Holy Prof. St. v. iv. 371 Vulturs are said 
to smell the earthlinesse of a dying corps. 

t Ea'rbhling, sb. 1 Obs. Forms: 1 yrpling, 
2 urpling, 8 earthling, [f. Earth sb 2 + -ling.] 
A ploughman, cultivator of the soil. Perh. only 
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in OE. ; quots. 1200 and 1714 merely give the 
OE. word in later spelling, 

c xooo /Elfric Colloq. in Wr.-WGlcker 99 Se yr]>Hng us ealle 
fett. a x2oo Fragm. FElfric's Gloss . (1838) 2 Urjriing. 17x4 
F ORTESCu e- Alan d Fortescue’s Ads. # Lint. Mon. 79 [The 
Anglo-Saxon] Eorthling, is a Husbandman, or Earthling. 

Eart hling (oujilir)), sb:~ [f. Earth sb?- + 
•’Lure.] 

1. An inhabitant of the earth. 

2593 Nashk Chrisfs T. (16131 124 Wee (of all earthlings) 
are Gods vtmost subiects. c 1630 Drumm, of Hawth. Poems 
Wks. (17121 31 Nature gaz’d on -with such a curious eye. 
That earthlings oft her deem’d a deity. 1819 H. Busk Ves- 
triadm. 176 Shall we., in absence be betray’d, Like puny 
earthlings by a faithless maid ? 1839 Bailey Festus xxiii. 
(1848) 297 Behold this earthling standing by my side. 

2. One who is earthly in mind or disposition. 

1615 Rowlands Melanck. Knt. 35, I haue interiour ex- 
cellence that shines Beyond your earthlings gold and siluer 
mines, ax 6$z J. Smith Sel. Disc. v. 148 It is not gold or 
silver that the earthlings of this world seek after. 1866 
Alger Solit. Nat. # Man 11. 59 The cold earthlings who 
form the various embodiments of selfishness. 

Earthly (5*j)>li), a. For forms see Earth sb 1 
[f. Earth + -ly L] 

1. Pertaining to the earth, terrestrial. Chiefly 
and now almost exclusively with implied oppo- 
sition to heavenly. 

971 Blickl. Horn. 43 paem wiperweardan beoJ> pass mannes 

g mna gecwemran J?onne eal eorjriic goldhord. c xooo Ags. 

osp. Matt. xxvi. 29 Witodlice xc secge eow pset ic ne drince 
heonunforS of pysum eorplican wine. 0 x17s Lamb. Horn. 
39 pet ]>u luuie pine drihten ofer. .alle eorSliche ping, a xzoo 
Moral Ode x 55 in Trin. Coll. Horn. 224 ESlate him ware 
al wele and eroeliche blisse. a 1300 Cursor M. 1157 Hou 
suld ani erdli fless Duelle wid pe in sikirness. c 1320 Sir 
Beues 3344 Erpliche man seme]? he nougt . . Boute a fend 
stolen out of helle, 14x3 Lydg. Pylgr. Sowle 1. xxx. (1859) 
33 Man, of heuenly nature and erdely very partyner, knyt- 
teth to geders bothe heuen and erthe. x$z6 Pilgr. Per/. 
(W. de W. 1531) 1 A pilgrym that entendeth to go to the 
erthly Jerusalem. x6oo Shaks. A. Y. L . v. iv. 115 Then is 
there mirth in heauen, When earthly things made eauen 
attone together. 1732 Berkeley AlcipkrAy. § 23 Wks. 1871 
II. 171 This earthly globe is but a point in respect of the 
whole system of God’s creation. x8xo Scorr Lady of L. n. 
xxxv, The pageant pomp of earthly man. 1877 Mozley 
Vniv. Serm . i. x [The Church] has taken her own way in 
claiming earthly sovereignty. 

b. Of or belonging to the material or lower 
elements of human nature. 

1850 Tennyson In Mem. cxiv, For she [knowledge] is 
earthly of the mind. 1858 Robertson Led. ii. 191 This in- 
fluence of the religious element of the imagination on the 
earthlier feeling. 

e. As an emphatic expletive ; * 'on earth*. 
2753 Stewart’s Trial in Scots Mag. Mar. 132/2 What 
earthly purpose could the pannel serve by such a. .piece 
of villany? x868 Rogers Pol.Econ . iv, 37 If a man were 
alone on an island.. the precious metals would be of no 
earthly use. 

d. Like or resembling the earth, rare. 

1836 Lytton A thefts (1837; I. 304 Thales., maintained the 
stars and sun to be earthly. 

e. As quasi-^. with pi. : A terrestrial being, rare. 
1850 Mrs. Browning Poems II. 177 Let all earthlies and 
celestials wait Upon thy royal state. 

*p 2. Existing or living in or on the ground. Ohs. 
1593 Shaks. 3 Hen. VI , u iii. 17 Richard cry’de. .A Scep- 
ter, or an Earthly Sepulchre. 1658 Rowland Moufefs 
Tkeat. Ins. 1103 Some earthly Insects . . are bred in the 
earth, some in living creatures. 

f 3. Partaking of the nature of earth, resembling 
earth as a substance, consisting of earth as an ele- 
ment; — Earthy, arch, or Obs. 

1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. iv. xl. 96 Yf unkind melan- 
coly hath maystry. .soure sauour and sharpe and erthly is 
felt in the mouth, 1562 Turner Herbal (1568) 107 b, Penny 
ryall. .is made of a fvrie substance with som burnt erthly 
part. 1578 Lyte Dodoms m. xiv, 335 The roote is, . covered 
with a thicke rinde or barke, of a browne earthly colour 
without. 16x4 W. B. Philos. Banquet (ed. 2) 15 The gristles 
are., more earthly, drie, and hard, then Liguaments. _ 1644 
Prynne & Walker Fiennes Trial App. xr He said the 
mount . . was of an earthly substance for a certaine depth. 
2660 Stanley Hist. Philos . (1701) 64/2 The Creatures were 
first generated of Humidity, Calidity and Earthly Matter. 
*770 Priestley in Phil. Trans . LX. 222 Metals and char- 
coal agree in consisting of phlogiston united to an earthly 
base, 1771 N. Nicholls Carr. w. Gray (1843) 131 An earthly 
smell., exhaled by the sun from the loose and fermenting 
mould. 1853 Kane Grinnell Exp. xlvi. (1856) 423 No 
earthly covering masks the grinning rocks of Proven. 
fb. Pale or lifeless as earth. Obs. 

1588 ShaKs, Tit. A. 11. iii. 229 A precious Ring .. Both 
shine vpon the dead mans earthly cheekes. 

t e ‘ fig* Stolid, dull ; cf airy, fiery. ? nonce-use. 
x66z Fuller Worthies (1840) III. 394 Nor so airy [English 
horses] as the Spanish gennets. .nor so earthly as those in 
the Low Countries. 

d 1 4 . Made of earth or baked clay ; Earthen; 
rare and doubtfitl. 

1440 Promp. Parv. 143 Erthly [P. or of erthe made], ter- 
renus , terrestris. 1533 Frith Anoth. Bk. agst. Rastell 333 
We have this, .treasure in frail, brittle, and earthly vessels, 
5. Comb. Earthly -minded a ., having the affec- 
tions fixed on the earth, worldly-minded ; whence 
Earthly - mindedness. Earthly - wise adv. 
(nonce-wd.), in an earthly manner. 

1593 Hooker Eccl. Pol. 1. xi. (1611) 35 To be earthly 
minded men; a 1663 J. Goodwin Filled w. Spirit (1867) 7 
An earthly fulness, which the children of this world, or 
earthly-minded men, do affect aid set their hearts upon. 


2670 Eachard Coni. Clergy 93 A very earthly-minded man, 
and too much sighted into this lower world. 1608 Hieron 
Whs. I. 749 Suppresse within me all earthly-mindednesse. 
2691 Norris Pract. Disc. 258 That particular sort of 
Earthiy-mindedness which we call Covetousness. 1874 
Tennyson Holy Grail 627, 1 speak too earthly wise, Seeing 
I never strayed beyond the cell. 

Ea*rtM J 9 adv. rare. [f. prec. adj.] *» * In any 
way on earth \ at all. 

1829 Scott Rob Roy Introd. 36, I do. not know earthly 
where to go or what to do. 

t Ea*rth - mad. Obs. rare. fOE. : eorpmata 
* vermis 5 in Corpus Gloss, for eorymafa , i.eorpe. 
Earth sb. 1 + mafia. Mathe.] An earthworm. 

x6ox Holland Pliny I. 334 The earth-mads and all the 
sort of worms & grubs, are without eies. 

Ea rth-nut. Also 6 ernut^e. 

1. The roundish tuber of an umbelliferous plant 
( ' Buniumfiexuosum , including B. Bulbocastanum), 
called also Earth-chestnut and Pig-nut. 

_ 875 Charlerm Cod. Dipl. III. 399 (Bosw.) Of Sam cumbe 
in eor}?nutena born. 1551 Turner Herbal 1. D iij b, Apios is 
called also Chamebalanos in greke .. and the same semeth 
to me to be called in Engiishe, an ernut, or an erthnut. 
XS97 Gerard Herbal n. ccccxxxi. 11633) 1064 Earth nut, 
Earth chest nut, or Kipper nut. X725 Bradley P'am. 
Diet. II. s.v. Sallet t Earth-Nuts, when the Rind is pared 
off, are eaten raw by Country People. 2784 Cowper Task 
v. 90 Daws forsake the fields, Where neither grub . . nor 
earth-nut . . Repays their labour. 1879 Jefferies Wild Life 
in S. C. 331 The earth-nut, pig-nut, or ground-nut, as it is 
variously called. 

2. Applied variously to other plants, as the 
truffle ( Tuber), the Arachis, the (Enanthe pirn - 
pinelloides , and the Heath Pea (Lathyrus macror- 
rhizus). 

1548 Turner Names of Herbes (1881) 17 Astragalus, .may 
be called in english peaserthnut. 1644 Evelyn Man. (1857) 
I. 83 A dish of Truffles, which is a certain earth-nut. 17x3 
Petiver in Phil. Trans. XXVIII. 62 Four leaved Earth- 
Nut. 1725 Bradley Fam. Diet., Gesse, a plant of which 
there are two sorts, one .. cultivated .. and the other the 
wild one in Latin Chamaelalanus, called by some Earth-Nut . 
#2854 Phytologist III. 260 (Britten) (Enanthe pimpinel- 
loides , L. The children eat the tubercles under the name of 
earth-nuts. 

Eartkqixake (5u]>kw^k). [f. Earth sbP 4 - 
Quakb sb , J 

1. A shaking of the ground ; usually spec, a con- 
vulsion of the earth’s surface produced by volcanic 
or similar forces within the crust 

c 1340 Cursor M. 20409 (Trin.) An er)?equake \v. r. erth- 
din] coom }>at shoke alle hinge. 1382 Pol. Poems (1859) I* 
252 The pestilens, and the eorthe-qwake, Theose. .thinges 
Beoth tokenes. 1432-50 tr. Higden (Rolls) III. 305 As 
thro an erthe qwake. 1513 Douglas JEneis vm. iv. 131 By 
fors of thunder or erdquayk wyth a clap. 1583 Stany- 
hurst JEneis in. (Arb.) 73 Thee doors, thee laurel, thee 
mount with terribil earth quake Doo totter shiuering. 1635 
N. Carpenter Geog. Del . 11. ix. 156 After an Earth-quake 
many new springs, .discouered themselues. 1719 De Foe 
Crusoe 1. 91, I plainly saw it was a terrible Earthquake, _ for 
the Ground I stood on shook three times at about eight 
Minutes distance. x8zx Shelley Hellas 5 All its banded 
anarchs fled, Like vultures frighted . . Before an earthquake’s 
tread. 1864 Q. Jml. Science I. 57 An Earthquake . . is the 
transit of a wave or waves of elastic compression in any 
direction, .through the substance and surface of the Earth, 
from any centre of impulse. 

b. fig. 

1641 Milton Animadv. (1851) 188 Whosoever, .so earnestly 
labours to keep such an incumbring surcharge of earthly 
things, cannot but have an earth-quake still in his bones. 
1662 Fuller Worthies (1840) III. 310 In this age, wherein 
there is an earthquake of ancient hospitals. 1835 L. Hunt 
Capt. Sword u. IviiL See where comes the horse-tempest 
again, Visible earthquake. 1868 Bright in Star 14 Mar., 
This social and political earthquake under which Ireland is 
heaving. 

attrw. 18x4 Byron Ode Napoleon 30 The earthquake 
voice of Victory. 

2. Comb. a. attrib as earth quake-fiend, -gown, 
- pendulum-microphone , -shock, - voice , -wave. 

1821 Shelley Prometh. Unb. 1. 38 The ^Earthquake-fiends 
are charged To wrench the rivets from my quivering wounds. 
1750 H. Walpole Let. Sir H. Mann 2 Apr., Several women 
have made ^earthquake gowns, that is, warm gowns to sit 
out of doors all to-night [an earthquake having been pre- 
dicted]. 2882 Nature XXVI. 220 For the study of. .seismo- 
logical movements of the earth's crust as revealed by the 
microphone . . Dr. A. V. G. Mocenigo . . has devised an *earth- 
quake-pendulum-microphone, 2878 Huxley Physiogr . 188 
"Earthquake-shocks are happily of rare occurrence m this 
country. Ibid. An *earthquake-wave is a vibration of the 
solid crust of the earth. 

b. instrumental, as earthquake-rifted, - ruined \ 
-shaken, - swallowed adjs. 

1819 Shelley Prometh. Unb. 1, New fire From *earth- 
quake-rifted mountains of bright snow Shook its portentous 
hair. Ibid. n. iv. The lurid smoke Of *earthquake-ruined 
cities, i860 Ruskin Mod. Paint. Y. ix. iv % 240 Silent vil- 
lages, ‘’•'earthquake-shaken, gleam in white ruin. 1839 Bailey 
Festus ix. (1848) X02 *Earthquake-swallowed cities. 

Ea a rtk-qtLakes . dial. [f. Earth sb. 1 + stem 
of Quake v.] ( A species of quaking-grass com- 

mon in England* {Treas. Bot.). 

1884 Miller Plant -N., Earthquakes, Briza media . 

Ea'rfchgtiakingv vbl. sb. [f. Earthquake + 
-IXG 1 ; in first qnot. f. Earth sbP + Quaking.] 
t a. — Earthquake (obs.). b. The occurrence 
of earthquakes. C. attrib. 


C2400 Maundev. viii. 84 When the Jewes hadden made 
the Xemple, com an. Erthe quakeng, and caste itdoun. 188a 
Pall Mall G. 6 Apr. 31/2 The constant earthquaking has 
ceased* 

Ea*rfchgua 3 dng, ppl a. [f. Earth sbf + 
Quaking ; also t. Earthquake + -ing K] a 
Causing the earth to shake. Also fig. *[] b. Sub- 
ject to earthquakes. 

1589 Greene Menapkon (Arb.) 72 Jove shaking his earth- 
quaking hau-e. 1820 Shelley Witch Atl. xlii, The earth- 
quaking cataracts which shiver Their snow-like waters into 
golden air. 1881 Contemp. Rev. Apr. 570 But here amid 
earthquaking shocks Whirlwinds rave around the rocks 
x88x Athenaeum 27 Aug., That, .earth-quaking spot which 
was selected by the Spanish leader for the site of his capital 
(Lima). 1 887 lllust. Loud. News jg Mar. 306/3, I have 
travelled a good deal in earthquaking lands. 

t Ea*rfcbquave. Obs. [f. Earth sbP + Quave 
sbi] s* Earthquake. 

1382 Wyclif Esther xl 5 There semeden voisis ..and 
thundris, and erthe quaues, and disturbing up on the erthe. 
£1430 Lydg. Bochas I. iii. (1558) 5 God.. may confounde it 
with an erth quaue. 1540-2 Elyot Image Gov. (1549) 67 
Where diuerse citees by earthe quaues had benfrushed, and 
therewith defourmed. 

Ea*rth-ridffe. [f. Earth sb. 2 or 1.] See quot. 

1796 Marshall Rural Econ. W. Eng. 158 Earth-ridges 
are formed m the field, either with mold hacked from the 
borders of it, or with the soil of the area raised with the 
plow. 1848 Halliwell, Earth-ridge , a few feet of earth 
round a field which is ploughed up close to the hedges. 

t Ea rth-tiller. Obs. [f. Earth + Tiller.] 
A cultivator of the soil. So in OE. and ME. Ertlxe- 
tilie,-tilye [see Tilie]. 

c 1000 /Elfric Gen. iv. 2 Abel was sceaphyrde, and Cain 
eor )?at ilia. ^ c 1205 Lay, 22107 He haahte . . j?a eorfte-tilien 
[1250 er]?e-tilies] teon to heore craeften. c 2325 Chron. Eng. 
93 in Ritson Metr. Nom. II. 274 Bruyt hade muche folk 
with him . .That were erthe-tilyes gode. 1382 Wyclif Matt. 
xxi. 34 He sente his seruantis to the erthe tillers, that they 
token fruytis of it. i6xa Davies Why Ireland , fyc. (1747) 
190 Over that 4 d. or 6d. daily to every one of them to be 
had and paid of the poore earth-tillers. 2674 N. Fairfax 
Bulk # Selv. To Rdn, Off-cast words in the mouths of 
Handy-crafts-men and Earth-tillers. 

t Earth-tilth. Obs. [f. Earth sbJ + Tilth.] 
Cultivation of the soil, agriculture. Hence f Earth- 
tilther = Earth-tiller. 

c xooo /Elfric Colloq. in Wr.-Wiilcker 99 EorhtilK agri- 
cultura . 1388 Wyclif Ecclus. vii. 16 Haate thou not trauel- 
ouse werkis, and erthetilthe maad of the h^este. 1398 
Trevisa Barth. De P. R. xvii. clxxx. (1495) 720 Erthe tylthers 
and kepers of vynes. 

Earthward (§u])W9jd), adv. and adj. 

A. adv. Towards the earth. Also fig. 

c 1440 Gesta Rom. xc. 413 (Add. MS.) The Fadre loked to 
the Erth ward, and fownde a peny. 1646 Jenkyn Remora 
28 Shall we run with the swiftnes of the Roe earthward, and 
£0 a dull Asses trot heavenward? 1880 Daily Tel. 4 Nov., 
The. .outpourings of smoke, .sink earthward. 

B. as adj. 

2870 M. D. Conway ( title \ The Earthward Pilgrimage. 

+ Ea*rth-ware s sb. pi. Obs. [OE. eorpware , f. 
eorpe, Earth sbP +■ -ware, as in heofojtware heaven- 
dwellers, burkware , etc.] Earth-dwellers. 

C893 K. ./Elfred Ores. in. v. § 5 Crist, .sibb is heofonwara 
and eorSwara. ^1275 Lamb. Horn, 139 Sunne dei blisseS 
to-gederes houeneware and horSe ware. <22225 Ancr.R. 
322 Al J?e wide worlde — eorSe ware and heouene ware. 

Earthwork ( 5 *i])wwk). [f. Earth sb . 1 + 

Work j^.] A bank or mound of earth used as a 
rampart or fortification. Not in 18 th c. Diets. 

1633 T. Stafford Pac. Hib. xv. (1821) 385 The Enemy had 
ground sufficient . . to cast up pew Earth workes. 2830 Lyell 
Princ. Geol.l . 278 The remains of an ancient entrenchment 
.. This earth- work was evidently once of considerable^ ex- 
tent. 2863 Kinglake Crimeai 1877) III. iii. 340 The Russians 
had thrown up strong earthworks on the banks of the river. 

Earthworm (oujnvfhm). [f. Earth 
Worm.] 

1, A worm that lives in the ground, esp. an in- 
dividual of the genus Lumbricus. 

2591 Percivall Sp. Diet., Lombriz, an easse, an earth 
worme, lumbricus. 2594 ? Greene W ks. 1881-3 XIV. 
220 We, like earth wormes lurking in the weeds, Do hue 
inglorious in all mens eyes. 2718 Quincy Contpl. Disp. 148 
Earth-Worms, are often Us’d in compositions for cooling and 
cleansing the Viscera. 1855 Owen Comp. Anat. (ed. 2) xi. 
228 The second order [of annelids] includes the earth-worms, 

2. fig. a. As a disparaging designation for a 
human being, esp. a mean or grovelling person, 
b. With allusion to the * worm ’ in the grave, 

2594 T. B. La Primaud. Fr. Acad. 11. Ep. Bed. 2 This 
generation of earth-wormes, which place nature . . in the 
roome of the Creatour. 2625 Burges Pers. Tithes 39 The 
Couetous Earth-worme would laugh in his sleeue to see 
his elbow vnderlaid with such a Cushion. 1684 Charnock 
Attrib. God (1834) II. 606 How should such an earth-worm 
. .be afraid to speak irreverently of so great a king ? 2869 
Goulburn Purs. Holiness viii. 73 Apt to be smitten by the 
earthworm of death. _ 

attrib. 1626 W. Sclater Expos . 2 Thess. (1629) 22 Goa 
so ordering the state of his earth-worme Children. 

Earthy a. [f. Earth + -y.] 

1, Of material substances : That is of the nature 
of earth or soil ; having the characteristic proper- 
ties of earth ; resembling earth in some specific 
property. Of minerals: Without lustre, friable, 
and rough to the touch ; also, containing impuri- 


EARTHY. 

ties of the nature of earth, as in Earthy Cobalt , ? 
Haematite, Manganese, etc. 

1667 Boyle Grig. Formes Sr Qual . , The Earthy powder, 

1 obtain’d from already distill’d Rain water. 1695 Wood- 
ward Nat. Hist. Earth ij.) All water ..is ..stored with 
matter, light in comparison of the common mineral earthy 
matter. 1797 M. Baillie Morb. Anat . (1807} 284 The kid- 
neys have been said to be converted into an earthy sub- 
stance. 1843 Portlock GeoL 225 Earthy Haematite is found 
at Bardahessigh. 1846 J. Baxter Libr. Pract. Agric. II. 
293 An excess of vegetable matter is . . to be remedied by 
the application of earthy materials. 1863-82 Watts Diet, 
them. III. 814 Earthy Cobalt is a wad in which oxide of 
cobalt sometimes occurs to the amount of 33 per cent. 1877 
Green Phys. GeoL ii. § 5. 46 Crystalline rocks occasionally j 
put on a loose friable form and are then said to be earthy. 

b. Of qualities, etc. : Characteristic of earth. 
So earthy taste, smell, colour. Earthy fracture : 
see quot. 1817. 

1555 Eden Decades W. Tnd n. ix. (Arb.) 131 The skyn is 
©f earthy coloure. 1626 Bacon Sylva § 387 AH sweet Smells 
have joyned with them .some Earthy or Crude Odors. 1817 
R. Jameson Char. Min. 235 When the fracture surface shews 
a great number of very small elevations and depressions, 
which make it appear rough, it is called earthy. 1839 T. 
Thomson Chem. Org. Bodies 508 An earthy fracture. 1840 
R. Dana Bef Mast xxxv. 133 The crispness of the raw 
onion, with the earthy taste. 

C. Consisting of earth (said of the ground; cf. 
sandy), or of material resembling earth. Said 
fig. of the hitman body, esp. of a dead body. 

<21586 Sidney Ps. xevi, Starry roofe, and earthy floore. 
1593 Shaks .Rick. II, iv.i. 219 And soone lye Richard in an 
Earthie Pit. 1593 — 2 Hen. VI, m. ii. 147 His dead and 
earthy Image, a 1652 J. Smith AW. Disc. viii. 380 The soul 
must be wholly dissolved from this earthy body in which it 
is so deeply immersed. 1854 Hooker Himal. Jrnls . I . ii. 46 
The . . egg-like earthy chrysalis of the Sphynx Atropos. 
humorously . 

1836 Dickens Sk. Bos (1877) 69 A damp earthy child, 
f 2 . Having the properties of the * element * 
earth, as distinguished from those of fire, air, or 
water ; heavy, gross. So earthy vapour . Obs. 

2626 Bacon Sylva § 390 When they [flowers] are Crushed, 
the Grosser and more Earthy Spirit cometh out with 
the Finer and troubleth it. 1641 Wilkins Math. Magic 
(J.) Lamps are inflamed by the admission of new air, when 
the sepulchres are opened, as we see in fat earthy vapours. 
1677 Hale Prim . Grig. Man. 76 The Clouds are attracted | 
out of moist and watry, and also earthy Vapours 

b. fig Grossly material, coarse, dull, unrefined. 
Sometimes with mixture of 1. 

1594 T. B. La Primand. Fr, Acad. 11. 65 The sense of 
touching., is most earthy of all the rest. 1610 Shaks. Temp. 
i. ii. 273 Thou wast a Spirit too delicate To act her earthy, 
and abhor’d commands. 1665 Boyle Occas. Reft. iv. ii. 
(1675) 176 Men whom, .he was wont to undervalue, as being 
far more Earthy than himself. 1856 Emerson Eng. Traits 
xiv. Literature Wks. (Bohn) II. 103 They [the English] 
delight in strong earthy expressions . . coarsely true to the 
human body. 1868 N ETTLEsmp Browning ii. 74 The dumb 
striving of a humanity prisoned in too earthy a chamber. 

3. Chem. Pertaining to the class of substances 
technically called ‘earths’, or to one of those sub- 
stances; in mod. use, pertaining to the class of 
metallic oxides so designated, f Also quaswA 

1718 Quincy Compl. Disp. 10 The Particles of Sal Alcali 
do consist of earthy and acid united together. _ 1794 Sulli- 
van View Nat. 135 Bodies have been divided into six 
classes, saline, inflammable, metallic, earthy, watery, and 
aerial. 1805 W. Saunders Min. Waters 40 Sulphatof Lime 
.us one of the commonest of all the earthy salts that are 
found in natural springs. 1809 Med. Jrnl. XXL 475 Earthy 
carbonates, 1863-82 Watts Diet. Chem. II. 360 Baryta, 
strontia, and lime, .are sometimes designated earthy alkalis. 
1883 kyd. Soc. Lex., Eastbourne v There is an earthy spring 
here of little moment. 

4 . Pertaining to the ground, or to what is below 
the ground ; dwelling inside the earth ; resembling 
a place underground. 

1665 Dryden Indian Emp.xi. i. Wks. (1821") II. 313 Those 
earthy spirits black and envious are. 1794 Sullivan View 
Nat. II. 106 Beneath the earthy surface of the globe, we 
shall be able to trace its levelling and its dreadful energy. 
*848 Dickens Dombey (C. D. ed.) 36 Little Paul might have 
asked with Hamlet ‘into my grave?’ so chill and earthy 
was the place. 

1 5 . Pertaining to the earth in its geographical 
or astronomical aspect. Obs. 

1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. xnr. v. (1495V443 The ryuer 
Gyon hyghte Nilus. .and is 'call yd the joynynge of the erthe, 
other erthy. 1:640 Wilkins Neiv Planet n. (16841 115 The 
gravity and magnitude of this Earthy Globe, do make it 
altogether unfit for so swift a Motion. 1721-1800 Bailey, 
Earthy Triplicity [in Astrology], the Signs Taurus, Virgo 
and Capricorn. ; 

J 6. Dwelling or existing on the earth ; character- 
istic of earthly as opposed to heavenly existence. 
Now only with a mixture of sense 1, 1 c, or 2 b, 
as in the Biblical phrase of the earth, earthy. 
Hence comb., earthy -minded. 

*595 Shaks. John. ui. L 147 What earthie name to Interro- 
gatories, Can task the free breath of a sacred King? 1609 
Chapman End 0/ Learn. In Farr’s S. P. (1848) 253 Let a 
scholar all earthy volumes carrie, He will be but a walking 
dicionarie. 1615 — Odyss. vn. 290 The impious race Of 
earthy giants, that would heaven outface, a 1658 Cleveland 
Gen. Poems '(1677) 167 O that in this case we were Earthy- 
minded. 1667 Milton P. L. iv; 583 If Spirit of other sort 
..have oreleapt these earthie bounds. 1682 Norris Hiero- 
ales 19 As apt to dwell and converse upon the Earth, and 
„ inform earthy; bodies. 1829 H. Neele Lit. Mem. 45 The 
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latter [Shakspeare] is of the earth, earthy. 2869 Sat. Rez>. 
13 Feb. 219 The. .muse Urania is almost his only patroness; 
from her eight earthier sisters he gets hardly any assistance. 

Ea’r-tru mpet. An apparatus in the form of 
a straight or convoluted conoidal tube, used by 
persons somewhat deaf, to enable them to hear 
more distinctly. 

1776 Burney Hist. Mus. I. 184 Perhaps Asclepiades was 
the inventor of the acoustiqon, or ear-trumpet, 1823 Byron 
Juan x. xxxiv. The ear-trumpet of my good old aunt. 

Eartu, obs. f. art thou : see Be v., and Thou. 
Earun, obs, form of are : see Be v. 

Ea*r-wax. [f. Ear .sA 1 ] A viscid secretion 
which collects in the external meatus of the ear. 

2398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. xvn. v. (1495' 606 Eere wexe 
is put thereto to make it [aloes wood] somdeale bytter and 
redde. 1519 Horman Vitlg. 27 b, Earewaxe doth stop the 
entrynge from small bestis. 1573 Art of Limming 2 If there 
stand any belles uppon the sise, put In eare waxe, for it 
ys a remedy therefore, 1614 T. Adams in Spurgeon Treas. 
Dav. Ps. x x vi. 10 Far be from our souls . . that the ear . . should 
be stopped with the earwax of partiality. 1791 E. Darwin 
Bat. Gard. 11. 20 note, The ear-wax in animals seems to be in 
part designed to prevent insects from getting into their 
ears. 1876 Quain Anat. (ed. 8> II. 631 The cerumen or 
ear-wax is secreted by these glands. 

Earwig 1 (I 0 uwig). Forms : t, 2 earwioga, 
(1 eorwiega), 5 erwyge, $erwigge, erewygge, 

6 erwygge, (herewigge), 6-7 earwigge, 7 ear- 
wick, earewigg. 6- earwig. [OE. eamviega, f. 
iar-e , Ear sb. 1 + OE. wiega earwig ; cf. Wiggle v. 
to wriggle. See also Arwygyll. Cf. Fr. perce- 
oreille , Ger. ohr-wunni] 

1 . An insect, Forficula auricularia, so called 
from the notion that it penetrates into the head 
through the ear. 

c 1000 JElfric Gloss, in Wr.-Wulcker 122 Blatia , eor- 
wiega. c 1000 Sax. Leechd. II. 44 WiJ> earwiegan, genim 
hast micle greate windel streaw twyeege. .ceop on )>aet eare 
he bi 3 of sona. 14.. Voc. Hail. MS, 1002 in Promp. 
Pam. 143 note , Auriolus, a i&erwigge. c 1450 MS. S loans 
4. 80 in N. Sf Q. hi. VI. 4 Y ■ blacke flye, y erwyge, y J 
old waspys. 1547 Salesbury Welsh Diet., Pryf klustioc, 
an erwygge. 1601 Holland Pliny II. 300 If an earwig. . 
be gotten into the eare. .spit into the same, and it will come 
forth anon, a 1643 W. Cartwright Poems 11651) (N.) I’m 
afraid ’Tis with one worm, one earwick overlaid. 1727 Swift 
To Young Lady, To fall into fits at the sight of a spider, an 
earwig or a frog, a 1845 Hood Tale of Trumpet ix, No 
verbal message was worth a pin, Though you hired an ear- 
wig to carry it in ! 

if Perhaps with a pun on heretic . 

1563 Foxe A. fy M. (1631) III. xii. 988/2 He was once at the 
burning of an Herewigge for so hee termed it) at Uxbridge, 
f 2 -fig' An ear whisperer, flatterer, parasite. 

1633 Ford Broken H. u. i, That gawdy earwig, or my lord 
your patron, Whose pensioner you are. 1688 Pol. Ballads 
(i860) I. 260 Court earwigs banish from your ears; 1758 
Herald II. 46 The earwigs of royalty, .will not hereafter be 
suffered to mislead majesty by whispering, etc. 

3 . Comb., as t earwig-brain, one who has a 
‘ maggot’ or craze in his brain. 

1599 Nashe Lent. Stuff e 74 Eight score more galluird 
cross-points, and kickshiwinshes, of giddy ear- wig brains. 

Earwig v. [f. the sb.] 

1 . a. To pester with private importunities or 
admonitions, b. To influence, bias (a person) by 
secret communications ; to insinuate oneself into 
the confidence of (a person). 

1837 Marryat Dog fiend (L.\ He was so sure to be ear- 
wigged in private that what he heard or said openly went 
for little. 1839 Dickens O. Twist (1850) 251/2 Suppose he 
was to do all this ... not grabbed, trapped, tried, earwigged 
by the parson . . but of hi? own fancy. 1839 Blackw. Mag. 
XLV. 767 Each secretary of state is earwigged by a knot 
of sturdy beggars. 1867 Smyth Sailor's Word-bk., Ear - 
wigging feeding an officer’s ear with scandal against an 
absent individual. 

2 . in pa. pple. ? Having a ‘ maggot* or craze in 
one’s brain, nonce-use, 

1880 Browning Pietro^o The people clamour, Hold their 
peace, now fight, now fondle, earwigged through the brains. 

Earwiggy u®uwigi), a. [f. Earwig sb.+ -y.] 
a. Infested by earwigs, b. Resembling an ear- 
wig. Hence^a'rwLgginess. 

1870 Miss Broughton Redos Rose I. 82 A seat. ,*1 don’t 
fancy it, .it looks earwiggy*. ^ 1865 Masson Rec. Brit . 
Philos, iv. 388 There was an inherent dogginess or ear- 
wigginess in the given kind of associable feelings. 

Earwise v I e \iwoiz\ adv. rare, [see -wise.] 

1 . After the manner of an ear of corn. [Ear sb.V] 
1723 Bradley Fam. Diet. II. s. v. Mint, The Great Mint 

. . has leaves like Sage . . with a good Number of Stems at 
the End of which it produces Flowers growing Ear-wise. 

2 . By means of the ear ; auricularly. [EarjA-] 

1835 T. Hook G. Gurney ^ 1850V I. vii. 123 Although I 

took the advice earwise, I did not act upon it. 

Ear-witness, [f- Ear sbl] A person who 
testifies, or is able to testify, to something on the 
evidence of his own hearing. 

1594 Hooker Eccl. Pol. v. 257 All .which are present 
being made eare-witoesses . 1636 Healey Epictetus' Man. 
Ixix. 89 Let not i. the vulgar bee eare-witnesses of thy 
words, but eye-witnesses of thy workes. 1734 tr. MoHin's 
A fie. /list . . (1827) t, 1. | x,-. x8x Strabo himself; was an ear- 
witness. of this. *850 Grote Greece lx. Ixiv. VI XL 269 The 
last words of these drowning men reported by an ear-witness. 
1870 Bowen Logic xiii. 433 The Testimony of eye- and ear- 
witnesses. , ...... I 


EASE. 

+ Ea *ry, a. Obs, In -6 eaTie. [f. Ear sb* 4 - -y.] 
Of the nature or appearance of an ear (of corn). ; 

1578 Lyte Dodoens n. xviii. x68 His spikie tuftes, or 
earie floures are greater, longer and fuller. 

Easalon, var. of Esalon, a small buzzard. 
Ease (fz), sb. ¥ orms : 3 eaise, ays, esse, (4 
Bess, hayse), 3-4 else, ais, 3-6 es v e, 4 ess, eyss, 
4-5 eyse, ayse, 5 aiese, (hesse), 6 eas, (*SV.) 
eais, eis, 4- ease. [a. OF. eise, aise (mod. aise) 
fern., cogn. w. Fr. ais, It. agio (formerly also asio), 
Pg. azo masc. ; late L. type *asia, * as him, of un- 
certain origin. 

The earliest senses of Fr. aise appear to be: 1. elbow- 
room ( ‘ espace fibre aux cotes de quelqu’un ’, A. Darmesteter, 
from Heb.-Fr. gloss nth c. - ; 2. opportunity. It has been 
suggested by Bugge that *asia, *asium may be f. asa, a 
recorded vulgar form of L. ansa handle, used fig. in sense 
‘opportunity, occasion *. With reference to the sense ‘elbow- 
room ’ it is remarked that ansatus ‘ furnished with handles* 
is used in Lat. for ‘ having the arms a-kimbo This is not 
very satisfactory, but it does not appear that any equally 
plausible alternative has yet been proposed. Connexion: 
with Eath is impossible.] 

fX. 1 . Opportunity, means or ability to do some- 
thing (cf. Easy a. 1). 

a 1225 Ancr. R. 288 5 if per were eke uorto fulfullen )>e 
dede. c 1230 Mali Meid. 17 Man seiS )> at eise makeft h e °f* 
a 1500 Life St. Katherine : H alii well 1848) 2 The riche come 
. .and broghte with them ryches moche, And the pore come 
also And after there ese broght tho. 

II. Comfort, absence of pain or trouble. 

2 . Comfort, convenience ; formerly also, advan- 
tage, profit, and in stronger sense, pleasure, enjoy- 
ment. 7b take one's ease : to make oneself com- 
fortable. f To do [a person) ease : to give pleasure 
or assistance to. f To be (a person's) ease : to be 
pleasing, convenient, advantageous. 

<7x225 Ancr. R. 114 GruccheS 3if heo naue <5 _nout_ocSer 
mete ocier drunch efter hire eaise. <^1230 Hali Meid, 28 
I-se swote eise wiOute swuch trubuil. ax 300 Cursor M. 
22773 Werldis worschip. .siluer and gold and esse i F. ese, C. 
es, Edinb. ais] oflijf. 1375 Barbour Bruce m. 623 Bot mycht 
naneeyss let hyr to think On the king, thatsa sar wes stad. 
*393 Gower Conf. 111 . 35 The woundes of his malady They 
[/. e . the hounds] licken for to done hiin ese. 1398 Trevisa 
Barth, De P.R. xviii. xlvi. M495) 807 Them that liue deli- 
cately and in ease and reste. _ c 1400 Cato's Mar. 199 jn 
Cursor M. p. 1672 Quen hou art in gode ese . jx>u H n k on mis- 
ese. c 1400 Rom. Rose 7 500 We wolden, if it were your ese 
..A short sermon unto you seyne. c 1440 Gesta Rom. lxx. 
386 (Add. MS.’, I wil ne]>er selle it . . for the aiese that it 
dothe me. 1503-4 Act 19 Hen. VII, xxviii. Preamb., His 
Highnes is not mynded for the eas of his subgiectes , . of 
longe tyme to calle..a news parliament. _ 1523 Ld. Ber- 
ners Eroiss. I, cccxcvii. 686 It was nat his ease to come 
to Tourney as at that tyme. 1535 Stewart Cron. Scot. 1 1 . 
653 He levis weill that levis into eis. a 1555 Latimer Wks. 
1845 II. 479 Latimer '. — 4 Good master Prolocutor, do not 
exact that of me which is not in me/ Prolocutor : — ‘ Take 
our ease/ Latimer I thank you, sir, I am well/ x6oa 
haks. Ham. 1. i. 131 Any good thing . . That may to thee 
do ease ; and grace to me. 1651 Hobbes Lev lath. 11. xxx. 
184 The ease, and benefit the Subjects may enjoy. 1762- 
7i H. Walpole Vertue's A need. Paint. (1786) IV. 234 
The General could not live in it to his ease. 1825 T. Jef- 
ferson A utobiog. Wks. 1859 I. 4 The portion which came 
. . to Mrs. Jefferson, .doubled the ease of our circumstances. 
1841-4 Emerson Ess. Manners Wks. (Bohn) I. 205 The 
popular notion [of a gentleman] certainly adds a condition 
of ease and fortune. 1870 Hawthorne Eng. Note-bks. 
(1879)11. 217 The occasional ease of rustic seats. 

4 * b. concr. A convenience, gratification, luxury; 
*393 Gower Conf II. 38 Idelnesse . . secheth eses many 
folde. 1484-5 Caxton Curial 3 b, N oman preyseth ynough 
the ayses that he hath in hys pryuate and propre hous. 1526 
Pilgr. Perf. (W. de W. 15311 81 She can cause her prelate 
to dispence with her to haue suche pleasures & eases. 
1629 Parkinson Paraaisi in sole (1656) 5 A Fountain in the 
midst, .to serve as an ease to water the nearest parts there- 
unto. a 1631 Donne Serm . xxxix. 384 Uriah, .refused to 
take the Eases of his own house. 

3. Absence of pain or discomfort ; freedom from 
annoyance. 

a 1225 Ancr. R, 358 Nis he a kang knit J?et secheS reste 
i 3 e nihte, and eise ioe place ? a 1300 Havelok 59 panne was 
engelond at hayse. 1597 Morlf.y hit rod. Mus 55, I wish 
you such contentment of minde, and ease of bodie. 1637 
S. Purchas Pol. P' lying Ins. 276 There were more ease in 
a nest of Hornets, then under this one torture. 17x1 Steele 
Sped. No. 80 r 1 They now no longer enjoyed the Ease of 
Mind and pleasing Indolence in which they were formerly 
happy. 1750 J ohnson Rantbl. N o, 85 F 4 Ease, a neutral 
state between pain & pleasure. 1792 Burke Carr. 1x844) 
IV. x The horrid scenes . . hardly leave one ease enough of 
heart or clearness of head to put down any thing. , on paper 
to you. 1863 Geo. Eliot Romola n. ii. (1880 > II. x6 He 
wanted a little ease.. after the agitation and exertions of 
the day. ; 

4 . Absence of painful effort ; freedom from the 
burden of toil; lei-ure ; in bad sense, idleness, sloth. 

*393 Gower Conf. III. xio He loveth ese, he loveth rest, 
So he, is nought the worthiest, c 1440 Promp. Pam, 143 
Ese, or reste, quies. .15,77 tr. Bullinger s Decades (1592) 138 
Ease breedeth vice. X697 Dryden Virg. Georg. 1. 184 The 
Sire of Gods arid Men . . Forbids our Plenty to be bought 
with Ease. 1871 R. Ellis Catullus li. 15 Ease hath en- 
tomb’d princes of old renown and Cities of honour.. i , 
b. Facility as opposed to difficulty. Chiefly in 
phrase, with ease , j 

x6xo Shaks. T emp. m. i. 30, I should do it With much 
more ease. , 1697 Dryden Virg , Georg, iv. 137 With ease 
distinguish’d is the Regal Race. 1737 Pope Horace Epist. 
u. L 108, The mob of gentlemen who wrote with ease. 
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1856 Ruskin Mod. Paint, III. iv. xvi. § 27 Another, .test of 
greatness is, .the appearance of Ease with which the thing 
is done. 1868 Tennyson Lucretius 174 Seeing with how 
great ease Nature can smile. 

c. Indifference, unconcern ; absence of hesitation 
or scruple. 

1808 Bentham Sc. Reform 2 In your lordship it beholds 
its patron and introducer; the author, it is matter of ease 
to me not to know. i8i8Jas. Mill Brit. India II. v. viii. 
661 Where the Governor-General spoke of pensions with so 
much ease, he well knew, that in the circumstances, .a pen- 
sion, .little or nothing differed from a name. 

5. Freedom from constraint ; an unconstrained 
position or attitude ; esp. in Mil. phrase, To stand 
at ease : see quot 

, 1802 C. James Mil. Diet., Ease . .signifies a prescribed re- 
laxation of the frame from the erect and firm position which 
every well-dressed soldier should assume . , To stand at ease 
is to draw the right foot back about six inches, and to bring 
the greatest part of the weight of the body upon it. 1830 
Marry at King's Own xli, His usual ' stand at ease* posi- 
tion. 1833 Regal. Instr . Cavalry 1. 43 Stand at Ease. Ibid. 
61 Sit atEase. 1853 Stocqueler Milit. Encycl. s v. Stand , 
To stand at ease is to be allowed, .a certain indulgence with 
regard to bodily position, with or without arms. 

0. Freedom from embarrassment or awkward- 
ness in social behaviour. 

1750 Johnson Rambl. No. 157 ? 8 Enabled me to dis- 
course with ease and volubility, a 1764 Lloyd Whim , Wears 
his own mirth with native ease. 1832 Ht. Martineau Hill 
§ Vail, iv, 65 Mrs. Wallace envied Mrs. Sydney the ease 
and kindness with which she conversed. 1855 Macaulay 
Hist. Eng. III. 469 A certain graceful ease marks him as 
a man who knows the world. 1863 Frqude Hist. Eng, 
VIII. 91 She .. moved about among the dignitaries of the 
University, with combined authority and ease. 

7. Phrases (senses 1 - 6 ). a. At ease, at one's ease , 
\ well at ease : in comfort, without anxiety or 
annoyance, unconstrained, unembarrassed ; for- 
merly also, in comfortable circumstances, well-to- 
do. b. Ill ( t evil ) at ease : uncomfortable, un- 
easy. fe. Little ease : used as a name for a prison- 
cell too small to permit the person occupying it 
to assume a comfortable position. 

a* a 130® Cursor M. 1313b All war sett and ete at esse. Ibid. 
17651 He was gestind ful wele at ais. 1375 Barbour Bruce 
1. 228 He levys at ess that frely levys. c 1450 Merlin xxii. 
397 Galashin was not all at his ese, ffor he was yet a-monge 
the horse feet. 1535 Coverdale Hosea ii. 7, 1 will go turne 
agayne to my first huszbonde, for at y* tyme was I better at 
ease, then now. 1668-9 Marvf.ll Coir. cix. Wks, 1872-5 II. 
268 If. .you have given us a rule to waike by, our discretion 
will be more at ease. 1670 Cotton Espernon n. v. 210 
Monied men .. amongst whom his Majesty conceiving the 
Duke of Espernon to be one the most at his ease, etc. tyxt 
Addison Sped. No, 106 r 2, I am the more at Ease in Sir 
Roger's Family, because it consists of sober and staid Per- 
sons. 1821 Syd. Smith Lett, cc, An old Aunt has. .left me 
an estate . . this puts me a little at my ease, i860 Tyndall 
Glac. 1. § 27. 202 We all felt more at ease when a safe foot- 
ing was secured. i858_ E. Edwards Ralegh I. xxiv. 564 
He felt much more at his ease in the saddle than afoot, 
b. a 1300 Cursor 16119 Mi wyf es sumquat iuel at 
ess [v. r. ese]. a 1450 Knt. de la 59 She . . was 

of euelle atte ease in this worlde. 1483 Vnlg. abs Terentio 
2 a, Iii. or .iiii. days gitt j was euyll att ese in my hede. 
1642 T. Taylor God's Judgem, 1. 1. xx. 70 He feigned him- 
selfe to he evill at ease. 1832 Tennyson Miller's Dau. xix. 
You were ill at ease. .Too fearful that you should notplease. 

C. 1690 W. Walker Idiomat. Anglo-Lat. 1 56 A little 
ease (I. e. a prison), 1829 Heath Grocer's Comp. ('1869) 92 
'. note, Little Ease was a place of confinement for unruly ap- 
prentices ; it was situated in the Guildhall. 

III. Relief, alleviation. [Somewhat influenced 
by the verb.] 

8 . Relief or mitigation of pain or discomfort ; 
release from an annoyance. Const, from, of. 

1542-3 Act 34 A- 35 Hen. VIII , viii. §1 Surgions . . 
mindinge onely their owne lucres, & nothing the profit 
or ease of the disesed or pacient. 1588 Allen Adman. 17 
Sum little ease and release of the intollerable feares and 
miseries. 1702 J. Purcell Ckolick i 1714) 103 The Patient 
breaks much Wind upwards and downwards, and finds 
Ease thereby. , 1729 Butler Serm. Wks. 1874 II. 61 That 
positive enjoyment, which sudden ease from pain, .affords, 
*775 Johnson Tax. no Tyr. 6r That a great man may get 
ease from/ importunity. : 1841 Lane Arab, Nts, I. 112 
Liberate him, said the King, and give us ease. 

b. f To do 0 tie's ease : to lelieve the bowels. So 
seat , -f house of ease. 

<51645 Howell Lett. (1655) I. § 1. xviii. 28 Ithappen’d the 
King was come from doing his Ease. 1731 Swift Strephen 
C. Wks. 1755 IV. 1. 157 Had you but through a cranny 
spied, On house of ease your future bride. <71850 R 11 dim. 
Navig. tWeale) 143 Round-house at the Head. Conveni- 
ences or seats of ease for the officers. 

■ c. Chapel of Ease : see Chapel. So also (hu- 
morously) court of ease , theatre of ease : one pro- 
vided to relieve the crowding in a larger building. 

1779 Sheridan Critic 1. i, Make the stage a court of ease 
to the old Bailey. 1796 J. Owen Trav. Europe II. 429 It 
seems a sort of theatre of ease to that called the National. 

0. Relief from constraint or pressure ; abroga- 
tion or alleviation of a burden or obligation ; 
+ redress of grievances, f Writ of ease : a certi- 
ficate of discharge from employment ; transf a 
* bill of divorcement’. 

1576 Lambarde Peramb, RentfiZzC) 107 Hastings, Dover, 
Hithe fetc.J. , were the first Ports of priviledge.. although . , 
divers other places also (for the ease of their charge) be crept 
In. > 1587.FLE.wiNG Contn. Holinshed III. 1345/2 Thus was 
justice ministred, and that execution to Gods glorie, & the 


ease of the common wealths greefe dispatched. 1643 Mil- 
ton Divorce n. xvi. ( 1.851) 103 Salomith . . sent a writ of ease 
to. .her husband ; which, as Josephus there attests, was law- 
full only to men. 1647-8 CotterelL Davila's Hist. Fr. 
(1678) 18 Having tried gentle measures, and. . . found no 
Ease. 1679-1714 Burnet Hist. Ref, Mischiefs . ..might 
follow, if princes get not . . ease from the apostolic see. 
1693 W. Robertson Phrased. Gen. 519 He hath a writ 
of ease given him ; rude donatus est, 
f 10. coner. (from 8 , 9 ) : An act or means of re- 
lieving pain or discomfort, of giving relaxation 
from burdens, an easement, relief. Ohs. 

c 1440 Promp. Parv. 143 Ese, or cowmfort, levamen , 
consolamen. 1603 Florio Montaigne n. xii. (1632) 275 
Eases of griefes he reposeth. .in calling from the thought of 
offence. 1606 Shaks. 7 V. <§• Cr. v. x. 56 Till then, He 
sweate, and seeke about for eases. 1701 J. Law Counc. 
Trade (1751) 172 This ease, .of the industry, would chiefly 
and principally fall on the lands by two several ways. 
<21718 Penn Life in Wks. 1726 1 . 129 Dissenters receiv’d a 
General Ease, and enjoy’d their Meetings peaceably. .1737 
W histon Josephus' A ntiq. m. iii. That [discovery of springs] 
was an ease to them [the Israelites suffering thirst]. 1747 
in Col. Rec. Penn. V. 141 Required by His Majesty from 
those Colonies to be done in ease ofthe National Expence. 

IV. 11. Comb., as T ease-bred , -loving adjs. ; 
ease-and-comfort, a leg-rest, consisting of two 
boards fixed in the shape of a T 5 + ease-room, a 
comfortable lodging-room ; cf. Easement t d. 

1591 Troubl. Raigne K. John (1611) 62. The ease-bred 
Abbots, and the bare-foot Friars. .Are all in health. 1629 
Rutherford Let v. (1862' 1 . 47 In your house there are fair 
ease-rooms and pleasant lights. 1847 jC’tess Blessington 
M. Herbert (Tauchn.i I. 126 Abergere in each of the rooms, 
with abundant pillows to prop up her weak frame, and an 
ease-and-comfort to each, to support her legs. 1878 Bosw, 
Smith Carthage 175 Around Hanno gathered all that was 
ease-loving, all that was shortsighted. 

Ease, obs. and dial. var. of Eaves. 

Ease (Jz), v. Forms: 4 eysy, eyse, (heise), 
eyss, (dV.) eiss, eese, ayse(n, 4-5 esy(n, 4-6 
ese(n, 5 - ease. [Prob. originally ad. OF. aaisier 
= It. adagiare , f. L. ad to, at + late L. *asiu-m 
Ease sbf ; but virtually f. the sb.] 

1. irans. To give ease ( physically) to ; to render 
more comfortable, relieve from pain, etc. 

1340 Ayenb. 82 |>o bet byeh zuo wyse to loky bet body 
and toeysyandtodelyty. 1398 Trevisa Barth . DeP.R. xvn. 
Iiii, (1495) 635 luy hathe vertue of rypynge, of clensynge and 
of easynge. ? a 1400 Chester Pi. 11. (1847) 5 This woman. . 
That esead me this hasse. 1413 Lydg. Pytgr. So7ole iv. xxxii. 
(1483) 81 Oftimes these armes wil bleden to esen and com- 
forten the hede. 1535 Covf.rdale i Sam. xvi. 23 So was 
Saul refreszshed, & eased. 1588 J. U da ll Diot replies (Arb ) 
7 Though it grieue mee to thinke vpon it, yet it easeth my 
stomacke to tell it. 1809 Med. Jrtil. XXI. 56 He drank it 
because it ‘ broke the wind, and eased ’ him. 1847 Emerson 
Poems , Daemonic Love, Even the fell Furies are appeased, 
The good applaud, the lost are eased. 

fb. To refresh with repose or food : to enter- 
tain, accommodate hospitably. Also ref. Ohs. 

1330 R. Brunne Ckron . (1810) 96 Toward Wynchestre 
bam flight, his folk forto eyse. Ibid. 192 Seke were b er 
heised, heled bam of wound. 1375 Barbour Bruce xiv. 387 
Thai esyt thame, and maid gud cher. c 1385 Chaucer 
Knts. T. 1336 Theseus . . festeth hem, and doth so gret 
labour To esen hem. C1400 Ywaine ty Gaw. 232 That 
night had i . . mi stede esed of the best, c 1430 Syr Gener. 
(Roxb.) 2816 Anazaree. .into a feire chambre him ladd, And 
eased him as a fre prisovn. c 1450 Lone Lie h Grail xlii. 543 
[Se] that .. they ben esed with the beste. c 1440 Gesta 
Rom. Ixi. 257 1 ILarl. MS.) His squier sopjte an host, for 
swiche a worthi kny^t to be eside ynne. 1650 Row[son] II ist. 
Kirk (1842) 513 To harbour more souldiers nor conuenientl'e 
they can lodge & ease. 1695 Blackmore Pr. A rth. vi. 457 
Boldly fall on, before their Troops are eas’d. 

C. + To ease nature (obs.), ease oneself : to relieve 
the bowels. 

CT440 Promp. Parv. 143 Esyn, stercoriso, merdo, egero. 
1581 Mulcaster Positions vi. ( 1887 > 47 Passage to dismiss© 
excrements which easeth, 1611 Bible Dent, xxiii. 13 If 
thou wilt ease thyself. 1697 Potter A ntiq. Greece i. xxvi, 
(1715) 145 Whosoever easeth Nature in Apollo’s Temple 
shall be Indicted. 1877 E. Peacock N.-W. Line. Gloss. 
(E. D. S.), Ease one's self to relieve the bowels. 

2. To give ease of mind to ; to comfort, dis- 
burden, relieve (the mind or heart\ Also ref. 

c 1340 Cursor M. 13868 iTrin ) He esed him wib wordes 
hende. C1385 Chaucer L. G. IV. 1700 And with oure speche 
lat us ese oure herte. 1483 Vulg. abs Terentio 6 b, I shall 
ese roymynde or hertt, animo meo more m gessero. 1526 
Tindale Matt. xi. 28 Come unto me . . and I will ese you. 
1631 Gouge God's A rrcnvs iv. viii. 385 Torment [may prove] 
an occasion of easing the mind. 1732 Pore Rp. Bathurst 
365 Some scruple rose, but thus he eas’d his thought. 1807 
Crabbe Hall of Just. 1, 29 Give me to ease my tortured 
mind. 1820 Keats Hyper. 1. 112 And all those acts which 
Deity supreme Doth ease its heart of love in. 1848 Mac- 
aulay Hist. Eng. II. 294 The Chancellor, .could not well 
ease himself by cursing and swearing at Ormond, 
t 3. To give relief to (any one suffering from 
oppression, or burdened with expenses or laborious 
duties) in wider sense; to benefit, help, assist 
Also (rarely) absol. Ohs. or arch. 

1330 R. Brunne Chron. Prol. 84, I made it not forto be 
praysed, Bot [blat be lewed menne were aysed. 1389 in 
Eng. Gilds 1 1870) 8 So bat be somme be nat so moche b l on 
may be esed as wel as an ober. 1553 Eden Treat. New Ind. 
(Arb.) 16 As though they would ease you with a sterope. 
1587 Fleming Cmtn, Holinshed Wl. 1 541/2 They were after- 
wards eased bypurueiors appointed for those and other pur- 
poses. a 1619 Donne Biathan. (1644) too If that rule ..be 
.. a good guide in all perplexities, it will ease very much. 


1647 Protests Lords 1. 15 The kingdom eased . . by the 
discharging of all unnecessary forces. 1653 U rquhart Ra- 
belais 1. xlv, He . . gave unto each of them a horse to ease 
them upon the way. 1697 Phil. Trans. XIX. 746 Towards 
the latter end of Summer, .they constantly eased the Coun- 
try, and retired of themselves. 1761-2 Hume Hist. Eng. 
(1806) IV. Ixiii. 713 The declared intention of easing the 
dissenters. 

4. To relieve, lighten, set free (a person, etc.) of 
front) a burden, pain, anxiety, or trouble. 

*393 Gower Conf. III. 354 Thou shalt be esed er thou 
go Of thilke wisely joljf wo. C1460 Fortescue Abs. * 
Lim . Mon . (1714' 75 His Son, King Roboham, would not 
ease them thereoff. 1526 Pilgr. Perf. (W. de W, 1531) 13 b 
In maner easynge them of theyr labour. 1535 Coverdale 
Ps , Ixxx.[lxxxi.] 6 He eased his shulder from the burthen. 
*575-85 Abp. S andys Serm. ( 1841) 227 If this law were ob- 
served, the people should be eased of great expences, judges 
and justices of great travail. 1630 J. Taylor Water P.) Trav. 
Prague Wks. III. 90, I am no sooner eased of him, but 
Gregory Gandergoose . . catches me by the goll. 1663 Char- 
leton Chor. Gigant. 9 Nor, indeed, can I ease you of that 
wonder. 1697 Dryden Virg. Georg, hi. 486 The Pastor,, 
eases of their Hair, the loaden Herds. 1725 Pope Odyss, 
xxi. 342 Ease your bosoms of a fear so vain. 1748 Anson 
Voy. 1. vi. 63 To ease the expedition of all unnecessary ex- 
pence. 1833 Ht. Martineau Brooke F . vi. 76 To ease my 
mind of all worldly concerns. 1862 Borrow Wales I. 34 A 
powerful priest, .has. .eased me of my sins. 

b. in pass, with prep, omitted, poet. rare. 

1667 Milton P. L. iv. 739 [Adam & Eve] eas’d the putting 

off These troublesom disguises which wee wear, Strait side 
by side were laid. 

c. humorously. To deprive, despoil of. 

1609 Holland Livy xxxvil xiii. 952 Having eased them 
[exu t os] of a great part of their prey, .he chased themselves 
to the sea unto their ships, a 1639 Massinger Unnat. 
Combat in. ii. iR.) He is sure to be eased of his office, 
though perhaps he bought it. Mod. The light-fingered 
gentry eased them of their purses. 

5. To lighten (a burden, etc.) ; to lessen fan in- 
convenience) ; to assuage, relieve (pain, distress). 

<21374 Chaucer Troylus m. 950 And ech of 30W eseth 
otheres sorwes smerte. 1586 J. Hooker Girald. I ret, in 
Hdihsh. II. 152/2 And for easing whereof he . .in verie deed 
had also promised, and deuised how and by what means 
these charges might be answered. 1590 Shaks. Mids. N, 
v, i. 35 Is there no play To ease the anguish of a torturing 
houre?^ i6ox R. Johnson Kingd.ty Commw. '1603 112 The 
haven is not very large nor safe, but that inconvenience is 
somewhat eased by an artificiall key. 1633 G. Herbert 
Temple, Crosse vi, Ah my deare Father, ease my smart. 
1701 Col. Rec. Penn. II. 109 ’Tis resolved that it cannot be 
eased or remitted. 1774 Goldsm. Nat. Hist. (,1776) IV. 355 
The horse and the ass . . contribute to ease his fatigues. 1834 
Ht. Martineau Moral 1. 3 Machinery, which easeth man’s 
labour. 1846 M'‘Culloch Acc. Brit. Empire 1 1854) II. 133 
This conduct is found conducive to easing the rates, 
b. poet. To rest from, relax (labour). 

3715 20 Pope Iliad x. 543 Eased in sleep the labours of 
the day. 1871 R. Ellis Catullus Ixiii- 36 The rest which 
easeth long toil. 

0. To render easy, facilitate, rare. 

*632 Mass. & Field Fatal Dow. n. i, My miracle is 
eased. 1667 Milton P. L. vii. 430 [Storks] with mutual 
wing Easing thir flight. 1795 Anderson Karr. Embassy 
China in Morse Amer. Geog U7961 II. 516 But with this aid 
in easing the passage, the beginning of the ascent has a very 
fearful appearance. 

7. I’o relax slightly (anything that is too tight ) ; 
to move gently ; to lift slightly ; to shift a little, 
make to fit. 

Mod. Tell the carpenter to ease the door a little. 

■f 8. intr. To cease, slacken Obs. ; cf. 10 b. 

1583 Exec, for Justice (1675) 46 The remnant of the 
wicked flock., would ease from their .. libellings, 1875 
Robinson Whitby Gloss. (E. D. S.), Ease, to cease operations, 
abate. Trains boun to ease a bit. 

9. Naut. Ofien with away , down , off: to slacken 
(a rope, sail, etc.). To ease up: to come up 
handsomely with a tackle-fall. Also in forms of 
command, as Ease away ! Ease off!: slacken out 
a rope or tackle. Ease fieri (in a steam vessel) : 
reduce the speed of the engine. Ease the helm ! : 
put the helm down a few spokes in a head sea. 
(Adm. Smyth.) 

1627 Capt. Smith Seaman's Gram, v. 20 When theffhrouds 
are too stifle, we say, ease them. 1692 ibid. xvi. 76 To 
make her go more large, they say, Ease the Helm. *769 
Falconer Diet, Marine (1789), Larguer . . PEcoute, to ease 
off the sheet. *833 M arryat P. Simple {1863) xoi Ease the 
ship with a spoke or two when she scuds. 1841 Punch I. 35 
The dirty lad below, whose exclamation of [Ease her — stop 
her— one turn ahead ' — may one day be destined to dye the 
word of command on the quarter deck. *859 Gen. P. Thomp- 
son A udi A It. II. xcv. 78 The present government might 
have stood its ground, if it had known now to ease off the 
rope handsomely, i860 PI. Stuart Seaman's Catech. 8 
Luff and ease off the fore-sheet. 1881 Daily Tel. 5 July 2/2 
She ratehed like a phantom to windward of us, and., eased 
away her sheets fore and aft. 1882 Nares Seamanship 
(ed. 6) 132 The earings are eased down. 

10. Ease off. a. trans. To get rid of with the 
view of giving or obtaining relief, b. intr. To 
become less burdensome. 

1884 S. Dowell Hist. Taxation 1. 177 It was an object 
with the king to ease off the business. *884 Manchester 
Exam. 11 Oct. 4/1 To-morrow. . the rates are likely toagan 
ease off. 1887 Spectator 30 J uly 1012/1 Every effort to ease 
off the immediate pressure of the agrarian difficulty. 
Hence Eased ppl- a. 

1851 Ord. 4* Regnl. R. Engineers § 27. 124 The Arms to 
be carefully deposited in the Rack, with eased springs. 1877 
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M. Arnold Heine's Grave, Poems II. 257 Cool drinks, and 
an eased Posture and opium. 

Easeful (Dzful), a. Also 4 eisfuil, 5 esful. 
[f. Ease sb. + -PUL.] 

1 . That gives ease, comfort, or relief ; comfort- 
able, soothing. 

1375 Barbour Bruce v. 70 Myne auenture heir tak will I, 
Quhethir it te eisiuli or angry', c 1425 Wyntoun Cron. vi. xx. 
46 Wyth oJ>ire thyng Dat esful ware to J>are lykyng. 5580 
Sidney Arcadia m. 377 Wishing easeful rest to Philoclea. 
1377 Hounshed Ckron. I. 58/2 How pleasant and easeful! 
the good luckeof those princes. 1607 C. Lever in Farr's 
S. P . 168 To make his burthen Easeful as hee may. 1623 
tr. Gonsalvid s Sp, Inquis . 123 A bed of flags which serued 
them both to couch on, more painefull a great deale then 
easefull. 1641 Milton Lit. Govt. Wks. 1738 I. 67 It is 
neither easeful, profitable, nor praiseworthy in this Life to 
do evil, 1820 Keats Ode Nightingale 52 For many a time 
I have been half in love with easeful Death. x886 T. 
Hardy in Macm. Mag. 70 That easeful sense of accomplish- 
ment which follows work done that has been a hard struggle 
in the doing. 

2 . Unoccupied, at rest ; addicted to ease or in- 
dolence, slothful, careless. 

16x1 Cotgr., Aiser, to be lazie, easefull. #1618 Raleigh 
Seat of Govt , (1651) 66 Giving the best of their grain 
to the easefull and idle. x6z8 Wither Brit, Remevtb. in. 
x 3 The faire smooth way, of easefull Pleasure tends. x686 
J. Crook Ep. Yng. People prof. Truth 4 Rest no longer in an 
easeful mind . . but sink down in deep Humility. 1855 
Singleton Virgil 1 . 88 Winter is easeful for the husbandman. 

Hence Ea*sefixlly adv., in an easeful manner; 
comfortably; idly. £a*sefulness, the condition 
of being easeful. 

x6xx Cotgr., Estre en la faille iusqnes an ventre , to be 
fully accommodated, easefully lodged, a 1639 W. Whate- 
ley Prototypes 1. xix. (1640) 235 The diligent man takes as 
much content in his moderate labour, as the sluggard in 
somnolency and easefulesse. 1883 Brit. Q. Rev, J uly 15 The 
exceeding sense of comfort and easefulness. 1886 Graphic 
27 Feb. 242/1 Standing with her hands on her hips, ease- 
fully looking at the preparations on her behalf. 

Easel (rzei, rz’i). Also 7 8 easle, 8 ezel. 
fad. Du. ezel = Ger. esel ass. Cf. the similar use 
of Horse.] A wooden frame to support a picture 
while the painter is at work upon it; a similar 
frame used to support a blackboard, etc. (In 
quot. 1791 a blunder for palette .) 

1634 J. B[ate] Mysi, Nat. 119 Provide a frame or Easel 
called by Artists. x688 R. Holme Armoury in. 193/1 St. 
Luke, the Patron of Painters . . is drawn at his Easle work- 
ing. 1733 Belchier in Phil. Trans . XXXVI i I. 196 The 
Trunk of a Skeleton fix’d to a Painter’s Ezel. 1791 E. 
Darwin Rot. Card. 1. 7 Many of the unexpected changes 
in mixing colours on a painter s easle. .may depend on these 
principles. _ 1839 Gullick & Timbs Paint. 199 The Easel is 
a frame which supports the painting during its progress, 
b. as the typical instrument of a painter. 

1838-9 Hallam Hist. Lit. 1 . 1. iii. 223 note , Some produc- 
tions of his easel vie with those of Raphael. 

Hence Ea* seldom {nonce -wd.) t painting as a 
profession ; the whole body of painters. Easel- 
picture, easel-piece, a picture painted at the 
easel, or small enough to stand upon it. 

1706 A rt of Painting ( 1744} 308 He continued working on 
his easel-pieces. X84X W. Spalding Italy & It. 1st. II. 396 
His easel-pictures are perfect models of colouring. x86o 
Sala in Cor nh. Mag. 1 . 578 This grandee of easeldom. 

Easeless (f-zles), a. [f. Ease sb. + -less.] 

1 . Of persons : Having no ease or rest rare. 

1632 Vicars AEneid n. 915 Thus as I ceaselesse, easelesse 

pri’d about, In every nook, furious to finde her out. 

2 . Of pain or distress; Having no abatement, 
admitting of no relief. 

a. 1393 H. Smith Wks. (1867)11. 169 It will take from them 
all pleasure, and bring them to easeless, and yet endless, pain. 
1633 Drumm. of Hawth. Speeches K. Chas., Thou becalm’st 
Mind's easeless anguish, a 1770 Whitefi eld Serm, xxxii. 
Wks. 1772 VI, 10 Easeless and. endless misery. 

3 . Destitute of ease in bearing or manner, rare. 

1811 Monthly Mag. XXXI. 5 It is often accompanied 

with a punctilious easeless behaviour. 

Easement (f-zment). Also 4 eyse-, 4-5 ese- 
ment, 5 esmint, -ment, aysyament, (6 hese- 
ment), 6-8 eas-, 7 aisment. [a. OF. aisement, f. 
ais-ier, Ease v.: see -ME;nt; cf. Anglo- Lat. aisia- 
mentum.'] 

1 . The process or means of giving or obtaining 
ease or relief from pain, discomfort, or anything 
annoying or burdensome ; relief, alleviation ; f re- 
dress of grievances. Now somewhat rare. 

cx 386 Chaucer Reeve's T. 259 Some esement has lawe 
yshapen us. 1x400 Destr, Troy 7988 We exiled for euer- 
more our easement to lake. 1583 Golding Calvin on 
Deut. xviii. 105 In sted of easement he findeth himself 
tormented dubble. 1640-9 Sir B. Rudyard in Rushw. H ist. 
Coll. in. (1692V!, 24 They must . . be eased in their Goods, 
from the exactions . . of Pursevants [etc.]. .And if the People 
have all these easements, yet if, etc, 1796 Burke Let. noble 
Ld. Wks. 1842 II. 260, I certainly stand in need of every 
kind of relief and easement. 1840 W. Hovvitt Visits Re- 
mark. Places 200 Seeking a little easement of their swollen 
purses* 1876 Bancroft Hist. U. S. III. ix. 405 He pro- 
mised its reduction to three shillings in the pound, an ease- 
ment to the landed interest of five hundred thousand pounds. 

+ b. Dogs of easement', dogs employed to take 
up the chase in place of those that are spent. Obs. 

1616 Surfl. & Markh. Countr. Farm 692 Then also you 
must let slip some of your fresh dogs, or dogs of easement. 
+ c. spec. The relieving of the body by evacua- 


tion of excrement ; concr ., a privy. Phrases, House , 
stool of easement ; to do one's easement. Obs. 

c 1430 Life St, Kath.(x%%f) 43 Schal ]>ey [children] not . . 
make mefoule wyth her kyndely esement. 13x3 Bk. Ker- 
nynge in Babees Bk. (x868) 283 And se the ho us of hesement 
be swete and clene. 1335 Fardlc Facions 1. v. 51 In the 
easemente of vrine, the men rowked doune. 1580 Holly- 
band Treas. Fr. 'long. Alter & la selle, to go to the stoole 
of easement. 2634 Harington Salem es Regim. 3 Doing 
his easement. 1712 Digby Epicurus' Morals 124 The 
soldiers, .found him in a House of Easement. 

+ d. spec . Refreshment by food and repose ; 
hence, comfortable accommodation, food and lodg- 
ing ; * entertainment for man or beast \ Obs. 

c 1400 Ywaine § Gaw. 3384 He had ful nobil rest, With 
alkins esment of the best. 1480 Caxton Ckron. Eng. clxx. 
155 He wold not abyde in Scotland in wynter season for 
esement of his peple. 15 . . Eger § Gr. 235 in Furniv. Percy 
Folio I. 361 Easrnent for me and my hackney. 1523 Frrz- 
iierb. Snrv. i. 115391 5 A place of easement to put in cattel. 
1535 Stewart Cron. Scot. 1 . 93 Meit and drink, fyre, 
claithis and easrnent. 1820 Scott Monast. xvi, He might 
have had less to complain of in respect of easements. 

2 . Advantage, convenience, comfort ; furtherance, 
assistance ; formerly also, gratification, enjoyment, 
t Common easement : something done for the 
public benefit, arch, or Obs. 

c 1400 Destr. Troy 3338 A place onestly ordainit for esmint 
of hir. c X425 W yntou n Cron. vh. viii. 772 W y th J?are posses- 
syounys and j?are Rentis Wyth wont Fredomys and Aysya- 
mentis. c 1449 Pecock Repr. i. xx. 120 Into esement of 
him silf and also of his nek hour, a man mai singe, pleie, and 
lau3e vertuoseli. 1581 W. Stafford Exam. Comfit. i. (1876) 
16 The reparation of such wayes, brydges, and other common 
easements. x6ox R. Johnson Kingd. <5* Comnvw. (1603) 212 
Nature unwilling that humane life should want any ease- 
ment, hath provided . . the labour of cammels. 1791 Smeaton 
Edystone L. § 283 To leave our . . loose materials, stowed 
away in the store-room, . . was indeed a great easement 
to us. x8x8 Scott Hrt. Midi, xxxvu, I had the cast of 
a horse from Ferrybridge — and divers other easements. 

b. concr. Something that serves for an assist- 
ance or convenience; e.g. accommodation in or 
about a house, as rooms, sheds, or farm buildings. 

CX400 Maundev. xix. 214 Schippes..made with Halles & 
Chambresand other eysementes. 1502 Arnoldf, Ckron. ( 181 1) 
138 Easmentis fixed vnto houses or to soiie. 1609 Skene Reg. 
Maj Act R old, I, 26 That nane of them, [our subjects] sail 
. .carie. .anie kind of armour: or horse, or other aismentis, 
to the comon enemies of our Realme. 1703 Maundrell 
Joum. Jems. (1721) 28 Without the assistance of such 
easements. 1771 Smollett Humpk. Cl, II. 48 The bills in 
their houses [in Scotland] say they have different easements 
to let. 

3 . The right or privilege of using something not 
one’s own ; esp. in Law. (See quot.) 

1463 Bury With (1850' 22, I wille the seid Jenete terme of 
hire lyff haue esement of the kechene to make in hire mete, 
and esement of the welle in y a yeerd. 1598 Kitchin Courts 
Leet (1675) 2x0 A Way or other thing of easement. 1607 
Cowell, Easement, esamentum, is a seruice that one neigh- 
bour hath of another by charter or prescription, without 
profite, as a way through his ground, or such like. 1876 
Digby Real Prop. iii. 154 If the purposes for which the 
land of another are used merely tend to the more convenient 
enjoyment of another piece of land, the right is called an 
easement. 

Easer (F*z9j\. ff. Ease v . + -er.] One who or 
that which gives ease or relief. Hence Ea*seress. 

X599 Greene Atphons. (1861) 235 Farewell, Medea, easer 
of my heart. x6xo Markham Masterp. 1. xcii. 179 This is 
lenitiue and a great easer of paine. 1631 Celestina xii. 136 
Easeresse of my paine, and my hearts Joy ! 1779 Johnson 
Lett. (1788) II. ccxxi. 82 The depository of her troubles, 
and easer of her bosom. 

t Ea*sierly, adv, Obs. rare . Used for easilier, 
comparative degree of Easily. 

X494 Fabyan vi. clxxxvi. 187 Hemyght the more easyerly 
optayne the possession. 1661 Lovell Hist. Anim. Min. 
146 The lesser are more moist, easierly concocted. 

Easily (rzili), adv . Formerly compared 
easiiier, -est ; also Easierly. Forms : 4 aisie- 
liche, eseliche, eesely, eesili, 4-5 esely, esili, 
esyly, 5-6 easely, 6 easly, easilie, 6- easily, 
[f. Easy a. + -lyX] 

1 . Comfortably ; without pain, discomfort, or 
anxiety, luxuriously, self-indulgently. 

c 1300 St. Brandan 395 schulle wende, A 1 eseliche with- 
oute anuy [MS. Laud 108, 106 (Halliw.) has aisieliche]. 
c 1380 Wyclif Wks. 11880) 2o_ To disceyue men in gostly 
goodis and worldly, and norischen hem esily in synne. 
CX386 Chaucer Prol. 471 Vp on an Amblere esily [v.r. 
esely] she sat. 1440 York Myst. xlviii. 298 Belyve 
brought me of )>e beste And made my bedde full esyly. 
1562 Act s Eliz. xii. § 3 Persons seeking only to live easily, 
and to leave their honest Labour. x6oo Shaks. A. Y. L. 
in. ii. 339 The one sleepes easily because he cannot study. 
Mod. The patient rested much more easily last night. 

2 . Without constraint or stiffness ; smoothly, 
freely. 

1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. v. iii, J>is puppis [the hinder 
part of the brain] is harde \>zX ]?e synewis of meuynge meue 
pe eseloker [1535 easelier] and J?e soner. 1535 Coverdale 
2 Sam. xx. 8 A s werde . . which wente easely out and in. 1599 
Shaks. Much Ado v. i. 159 Sir, your wit ambles well; it 
goes easily. Mod. The window-frame fits quite easily. 

+ 3 . Without hurry ; deliberately, gradually. 
Also, calmly, quietly. Obs. 

1384 Chaucer H. Fame 1675 That through the worlde her 
fame goo Esely and not to faste. c 1400 Destr. Troy 2208 
When Priam hade His prologe preched to ende, Ector hym 
answarede esely and faire. c 1440 Anc, Cookery in Housed. 


Ord. (1790^ 473 Let hit renne thorugh esiliche. 1483 t tiTg. 
abs Terentio 7 b, Bere esily thy harme & it shall greue the 
the lesse. x6xx Tourneur At it. Trag. 11. iv, I am ac- 
quainted with the way . . Lets easily walke. 1695 Ld. 
Preston Boeth. 1. 9 She reach’d her Hand easily towards 
my Breast. 

4. With little exertion, labour, or difficulty. 

c 1384 Chaucer H. Fame 1929 So great a noyse . . Men 
myght hyt have herd esily to Rome, c 1400 Maundev. xiv. 
160 The poyntes [of these contrefetes] wil breken lightly, 
and men may esily pollische hem. c x 449 Pecock Repr. 1. 
ix. 46 Withoute the clerkis. .lay persoones schulen not esiu 
Ii^tli and anoon haue the dew vndirstonding of Holi Scrip- 
ture. 1338 Starkey England n. ii. § 12 U871) 190 By thys 
mean . . the controuersys . . schold easelyar be pacyfyd. 1550 
Veron Godly Saiyttgs 11846) 9 Whyche thing we may easly 
se in the historyes of the olde auncyent Jewes. 1651 
PIobbes Leviath . 1. xiv. 65 Nothing is more easily broken 
than a mans word. 1718 Motteux Quix. (1733) II. 178 
Who might easiliest get out of the City. 1878 J evons Prim. 
Pol. Econ. 29 It is a., better rule not to put off till to- 
morrow what we can do more easily to-day. 

b. In phrases like easily possible, it may easily 
happen. Also easily (= beyond question) first, 
after L .^ facile princeps. 

1590 Swinburn Testaments 145 They are more straung, 
nor easilie like to happen. 1599 Shaks. Much Ado t. i. 75. 
1674 N. Fairfax Bulk $ Selv . 96 We name, .things accord- 
ing to what they oftenest or easiliest do seem to us to be. 
1871 R. ; Ellis Catullus xlix. 6 He as easily last among 
the poets As thou surely the first among the pleaders. 
2883 W. Blaikie in Harper's Mag. Nov. 007/1 Harvard has 
. .easily the finest gymnasium in the world. 

5 . With little resistance or reluctance. 

1649 Milton Eikon. Wks. 1738 I. 392 The House of Peers 
. .gave, .easily [their consent]. 1656 Kidgley Pract. Physic 
56 If it come from the Brain it [a Catarrh! afflicteth easily, 
long and continually, xqxx Steele Sped . No. 153 1*4 Youth 
catches Distempers more easily than Age]. 1715 Desagu- 
liers Fires Impr. 38 They easily bear with the smothering 
Heat of Stoves. 1725 De Foe Voy. round PV. (1840) 24,1 had 
too easily, and, I may say, too weakly, put that to the vote. 
1871 Tennyson Last Tourtt. 401 [H*e] had thought He 
loved her. .wedded easily But left her all as easily. 

f 8. Preceded by but : In a listless or indifferent 
manner ; hence, in a trifling degree ; with poor 
success ; indifferently, meanly, poorly. Obs . 

1475 Bk. Noblesse 29 Some peple endowed with worldly 
oodes,. .can not depart but easily withe finaunce. 2476 
ir J. Paston in Lett. 776 III. 162 The Frenshe Kynge 
cheryssheth hyr [Queen Margaret] butteaselye. 15x9 Hor- 
man Vulg. j 6 Some nonnys kepe theyr virginite but easely. 
Ibid. 34 For lacke of tethe I cham my meate but easily. 1536 
Rented. Sedition 16 Can they here goddis lawes, ye though 
they be but easily preached, and not abhorre sedition . . ? 

7 . (Made) in such a manner as to be easy. 

1599 Hakluyt Voy. II. 11. 75 The staires ..are so easily 
made, that one may go them vp and downe a hors-backe. 

Easiness (Dzints). [f. Easy + -ness.] The 
state or quality of being Easy (in any of its senses). 

1 . Freedom from discomfort or anxiety. 

1691 Ray Creation, The rest and easiness we enjoy when 
asleep. 

2 . The quality of being easy in attitude, be- 
haviour, style, etc. 

1567 Drant Horace's De A rte Poet. A j, X folio we flowinge 
easynes, my style is clearely marde. 1742 Richardson 
Pamela III. 343 Her Easiness of Behaviour makes him 
secure of acceptance, a 1791 Wesley Wks. (1830) XIII. 
378 Perspicuity, purity, propriety, strength and easiness, 
constitute a good style. 1841 D’Israeli Amen. Lit. (1867) 
55X Virgil . . wanting much of that natural easiness of wit 
that Ovid had. 

3 . Indolence, carelessness, indifference. 

1581 Sidney Def Poesie (Arb.) 49 They are full of very 
idle easines. 1602 Shaks. Ham, v. I. 75. X699 T. C[ockman] 
Tulty’s Offices (1706) 207 Ruin'd by his Easiness and 
Neglect. 1823 Houlstan Tracts I. xxx, 3 There was no» 
reason for deferring it, but only just his easiness. 

4 . The quality of not being difficult or burden- 
some ; facility. 

1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. v. Ivii. (1493) 172 Many and 
dyuerse boones ben in the body and that for . . easynesse of 
mouynge. 1381 Marbeck Bk. of Notes 727 No man . .should 
with too much easinesse be promoted without witnesses. 
x6oz Shaks. Ham. iii. iv. 166 Refraine to night And 
that shall lend a kinde of easinesse To the next abstinence. 
x6x6 Surfl. & Markh. Countr. Famn 320 The easinesse of 
the purchase makes the profit so much the greater. x8oo 
Stuart in Wellington’s Disp. (1877) 573 Besides easiness 
of conquest, they would find wealth. 

5 . The quality of not being harsh or exacting ; 
gentleness, indulgence, kindness. 

1483 Vulg. abs Tet'entio 20 a, Toholdechyldervndir wyth 
shame & gentilines sofnes or esynes. x6xx Beaum. & Fl. 
Maid’s Trag, iv. i, Do you raise mirth out of my easi- 
ness? *651 Hobbes Leviath. iv. xliv. 347 The Easinesse 
of our Saviour* in bearing with offences, etc. 1748 Butler 
Serm. Wks. 1874 II. 304 That easiness of temper, which ... 
is expressed by the word good-humour. 1862 Trench 
Mirac. xxiii. 344 Behind a seeming severity lurks the real 
love, while under the mask of greater easiness selfishness 
lies hid. 

f 6. The quality of being easily influenced; in 
bad sense, credulity ; want of firmness, fickleness. 

a 1619 Daniel Coll. Hist. Eng. (1626) 35 The King. . work- 
ing vpon the easinesse of his youth, and ambition. 1674 
Ck. <§■ Court of Rome 12 Persons, .who practised upon their 
easiness. 1705 Stanhope Paraphr. il. 496 The Envy and 
Spight of the Chief Priests and Pharisees, The Easiness and 
F ury of the Common People, a 1797 H. W alpole Mem. Geo . . 
II, (18471 III. vii. 174 All made advantage of English easi- 
ness and dissipation. 

Easing (rzig), vbl. sbO [f. Ease v. + -ingL] . 
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'The action of the verb Ease. Mostly gerund ial. 
\k\so \ eanng-chair, a nightstool. 

.1580 Hollyband Treas. Fr. Tong, A llegeance, an easing 
or succouring. 1598 Shaics. Merry W. 11. ii. 179 For easing 
me of the carriage. 1626 Bacon Sytva § 757 The Staying 
and Easing of the Tooth-ach. 1627 Capt. Smith Seamans 
Gram. xi. 54 The easing of her Masts and Shrouds, for 
some ships will saile much better when they are slacke. 
2718 Hickes & Nelson J. Kettlewell n. § 40. 149 The 
Easing and Pleasing many of his Poor Subjects, 1771 Smol- 
lett Bumph. Cl. III. 3 Oct., The doctor.. found Frogmore 
'enthroned on an easing-chair. 1823 P. Nicholson Pract. 
Build. 193 The taking away of an angle.. . of the rail . . is 
called by workmen the casings of the rail. 1875 * Stone- 
henge ’ Brit. Sports ti. vin. ii. § 1. 649 Easing and starting 
are of course the exact opposites of each other. 

Easing 1 (rzi^), vbL sbf Obs. exc, dial. Forms: 
.5 esyng, 9 dial, yeazin, 6- easing, [contracted 
form of Ea vesing.] = Eavesing 2. Also in comb., 
as easing-drops, - sparrow . 

a 1400-50 A lexander 1522 Euen als j?e esynges 3ode oner 
he |>e costez. 1483 Catk. Angl. r 1 7 An Esynge, dmnicilium, 
tectum . 1580 North Plutarch 597 He. .lay without doors, 
under the easing of the House. x6xx Manchester Court 
Leet Rec. (1885* II, 267 Anoyed by the water w‘‘ h cometh 
from the easinge of the howse. 1781 J. Hutton Tour Caves 
Gloss. (E..D, S.), Easings, eaves. ,1857 J. Scholes Jaunt 
31 in Lane. Gloss. (E. I). S.), See yo, Tim, hoo sed to me, 
iv ther is nah o felley peeorcht on th* yeazin’s wi' o choilt 
in his arms. x88x Leicestersh, Gloss. (E.D. S.\ Easings, 
eaves, more particularly the eaves of a stack or rick. 

Easing (rziq), ppl. a. £f. Ease v. + -ing 2 .] 
That eases. 

a 1665 J. Goodwin Filled w. Spirit (1867) 39 He did it 
upon lightening and easing circumstances. 

JEaski, early variant of Ask. 

' t Ea*sle. dial. Also 1 ysle, 4 Ms-, huys- 
seles, 5 iselle, isyl, ysyle, 6 Sc. isill, 8-9 Sc. 
aizle. [OE. ysle (app. \vk. fern.), cogn. w. ON. 
usli wk. masc., embers, perh, £ Aryan root *etis 
to burn, whence L. iir-ere. The mod. forms cask 
(17th c. e’z'b, aizle, are phonetically anomalous,] 
Hot ashes or cinders ; see quot. , , 

a xooo C sed mens &?«. 2553 (Gr.) Bearwaswurdon to ascan 
and to yslan. a xooo Elfric Voc. in Wr.-Wiilcker 146 
Fauilla , ysle. c 1325 Gloss. W. de Biblesw. in W right V oc. 
171 Defalemetches, from hiseles [v.r. huysseles]. c 1440 
Promp. Parv. 266 Isyl of fyr t, fauilla. c 1483 Catk. Angl., 
M&d^y favilla, or a sperke. 1513 Douglas AEneis x. i. 125 
Had sytten still, amang the assys cauld And lattyr isillys of 
thar kynd cuntre. 1691 Ray N. C. Wds. Pref. 4 (E. D. S.) 
We in Essex use Easles for the hot embers (or as it were 
burning coals) of straw only. 1785 B urns Halloween xiii, 
She fuff 't her pipe wf sic a lunt .. An aizle brunt Her braw 
mew worset aprOn. 1874 N. fy Q. 10 Oct. 290 So as to 
receive and enclose the falling aizle, as well as the wax or 
tallow of the candle. 

Hence f ©asle-cake, a cake baked in the ashes. 
c 1440 Promp . Parv. 361 Isylkake, or chesekake, or eykake 
bakyne vndyraskys. 

l f Basse. Obs. exc. dial. Also 9 ease. An 
earthworm. 

1591 Percivall Sp. Diet., Lombriz, an easse, an earth 
worme, 1598 Florio, Lumbrici, little easses or earth- 
wormes. Mod. Devonsh. Dial., Eases, worms. 

/ Ea ssel, ad% Sc. . Also easel, eissel. [f. 
East ; the mode of formation is obscure.] East- 
ward, easterly. Hence eassel-gate, -ward. 

: x8xo Hogg Brownie of Bodsb. 1 . 12 (Jam.) The wind being 
eissel. 18x5 Scott Guy M. i, * 0 , if ye get 40 eassel and 
wessel again, I am undone.’ x8x6 — A ntiq. I. vii. 162 
* Weize yoursell a wee easel-ward. * 1829 — Guy M. note 
vy Dandie Eassil-gatc, Dandie Wassail-gate .. had their 
names from living eastward and westward in the street of 
•the village. 

V: u Ea‘SSm, PCSf. Also easten, eicen, -sen. 
[? repr. OE. *cexnian, *oihsnian, f. oxan-, *ohsan-, 
Ox ; cf. ON. kyr yxna'z. cow in heat 5 (Vigf.).j 
a. Of a cow: To desire the male. b. fig. To 
desire strongly. Hence Eisning vbl. sb. 

; x66x Act Chas, II, vii 183 (Jam.) Fifths sex calves, which 
within three years, .would have eicened. X715 Pennecuik 
fweeddnle 15 (Jam.) The country people call this plant . . 
Eastning wort, which they affirm makes cows come to bull- 
ing. <2x774 Fergusson Poems (1789) II, 42 (Jam.) Ye'll 
weet mony a drouthy mou'. That’s lang a eisning gane for 
.you, Withouten fill, O’ dribles frae the gude brown cow. 

East (fst), adv., sb. and a. Forms: a. 1 eastan 
.{Northumb. 6asta), 3-4 esten. 0 . 1-2 dast, 2-5 
est, 3 rest, (4 yeast), 4-5 este, 4- 6 easte, eest, 
fi Sc. eist, 3- east. [repr. two distinct forms in 
OE., both of which occur only as adv. or in com- 
position. (i)OE. eastan — OS. Sstan'a (Du, cost), 
OHG. dstand , (MHG. 6 sten(e , mod. G. osten }, 
ON. austan :-~OTeut. *aas-to-n$ * from the east \ 
£ base *aus- dawn (found in L. aurora :—*ausdsa, 
Lith. aussra. Skr. ushds dawn,Gr. avpiov:—*avcrpiov 
morning) + double suffix, as in OE. hin-da-n from 
behind. (2) OE. fast, in compounds repr. OTeut. 
*]aus-to - (see above), but as adv. perh. shortened 
from * faster ‘toward the east’ -- OS., OHG* 
Sstar ( Du. ooster - in compounds), ON. austr advbs. 

OTeut. *aus-tr~, f, *ans- + suffix, as in OE. hin- 
der backwards;, cf. ON. austr sb. masc. (gen. 
amirs), Goth. *Austraguids Ostrogoths. A trace of 
the lost OE. ^faster appears in the adj. (compar.) 
iasterra more easterly ; also in certain place-names, 


as East or egg, Eastry ; cf. ( Alduulfus • rex Estrang- 
lorum *• ^ Bueda H. E. iv. xvii. 

Asa nautical term the Engi word has been. adopted into 
Romanic langs.; Fr., It. est, Sp., ! Pgv estet Pg. also teste.] 

A. adv. 

f I. 1 . [repr. OE. fastanl] From the east. Also 
in OE* bifastan , ME. bi esten eastward ; sometimes 
as prep, with dat. « eastward of. Comb, east un- 
wind. : see East- wind. 

c 893 K. ./Elfred Oros. 1. 1. § 12 Be eastan Rine sindon East- 
francan. a xooo Caedmon's Gen. 806 (Gr. ) ?if wind cymb 
westan oS 5 e eastan. <22225 Ancr. R. 232 r Bihold, ^ eweo 
[he] bi esten. c 1330 R. Brunne Chron. Langt. (1725) 5 
Crete taliage laid he heron bi Esten. 

IX. [repr. OE. fast.] 

2 . With reference to motion or position : In the 
direction of the part of the horizon where the sun 
rises. More definitely : In the direction of that 
point of the horizon which is 90° to the right of 
the north point ; also due if full) east. 

m c 890 K. /Elfred Bseda 1. lii. (Bosw.) ©set ealond on Wiht 
is^ hrittiges mija lang east and west, a xooo Boeth. Metr. 
xiii. 59 (Gr.) Sio sunrie . . nord eft and east Eldum oSeweS. 
c X200 ORMiN 727 oWe smghenn aest in ure lond [nss newe 
kingess sterrne. 1250 Lay. 23223 Ferden heo aest ferden 
heo west. X473 Warkw. Chron. (1839) 22 It [a comet] 
arose ester and ester, till it arose full este. 1526 Pilgr. 
Perf (W. de W. 1531) 35 b. Where it weneth to go eest, 
it gothe west; 1562 J. Heywood Prov. 4- Epigr. (1867) 41 
Alwaie the longe east the shorter west. x6n Bible Gen. 
xiii xi Lot iourneyed East. 2828 J. H. Moore Pract. 
Navig. (ed. 20) 144 If the place be any distance east or 
west of Greenwich. 1832 Act 2 4 3 Will. IV, lxiv. Sched. 
O. 38 A straight line drawn due east to a point one hundred 
yards distant. ■ 

b. About east: in U. S. slang ‘ regularly V in 
proper style, as it should be. 

a. i860 H. Bigelow Lett . in Family Comp . (BartletB, I 
did walk into the beef and ’taters and things about east. 
1864 Lowell Biglow P. Wks. (18791 231 To find out what 
was about east and to shape his course accordingly. 

3 . quasi-iA Preceded by prep from, on, etc. 

c 1200 Ormin 11258 All piss middellaerd iss ec O fowwre da- 
less daeledd Onn Est, o Wesst, o Sup, o Norb. #1240 
Sawles Warde in Cott. Horn. 265 As swifte as pe sunne gleam 
pe scheot from est into west. <21300 Cursor M. 2212 Fra 
est he broght a felauscap vnto pe feld of sennar. 

B. sb. 

1 . subst, use of A. 2. The portion of the horizon 
or of the sky near the place of the, sun’s rising. 
More definitely, that one of the cardinal points 
near which the sun rises. 

c 1x80 Netominster Cartul. (1878 1 ' 118 Versus le Est C1300 
St. Brandan 35 Towards than Est so fur we wende. 1340 
Ayenb. 124 Sle3pe ; hit werep wyp pet yeast be porueynge 
aye pe perils, c 1440 Promp . Pan*. 143 Est, oriens. 1535 
Coverdale Ezek. viii. 1 6 Fyue and twenty men. .turned. . 
their faces towarde the easte. 1599 Shaks. Much Ado v. 
iii. 27 The gentle day. .Dapples the drowsie East , with spots 
of grey. 1655 H, Vaughan Silex Scint. 1. 65 Herbs sleep 
unto the East. 1732 Pope Ep. Cobham 64 The Wind just 
shifted from the East. 1850 Tennyson In Mem . xcv, And 
East and West .. Mixt their dim lights . . To broaden into 
boundless day. 

b. To the east (of) 1 (situated) in an eastward 
direction (from). 

1778 Robertson Hist, Amer. L 431 If the countries, .had 
been situate to the east of those whose longitude mariners 
had ascertained. Mod. Barking is 7 miles to the east of 
London. 

2 . The eastern part of the world, the orient; 
the eastern part of a country, district, of town. 

a 1300 CursorM. 3384 pai held., pe landes pat war til- 
ward pe est. C1380 Wvclif Serm. Sel. Wks. I. 339 pre 
kingis camen afer out of pe eest. 1482 Caxton Chron. Eng. 
xxii. 2i The real wey from the eest in to the west was called 
wading strete. 1535 Coverdale Ezek . xxv. 4, I will de- 
lyuer y to the people of the east. 1667 Milton P. L. u. 3 
Where the gorgeous East. .Showrs on her Kings Barbaric 
Pearl. 1732 Berkeley Alciphr. vi. § 27 There was a general 
expectation in the east of a Messiah. 1853 Robertson 
Serm. Ser. in. iii. (1872) 38 In the? same East, men take off 
their sandals in devotion. 

3 . = East-wind. 

a 1763 Shenstone Elegies xx. 12 Where the sharp east for 
ever . . blows. 1785 Cowper Task iv. 365 The unhealthful 
East, That, ..searches every bone Of the infirm. 1864 Bry- 
ant Return of Birds hr, The blustering East shall blow. 

C. as adj. That is situated in or adjacent to the 
eastern part of anything ; that is towards the east ; 
oriental, easterly. Formerly often used where 
eastern would now generally be preferred. 

The adjectival use of the word arises from the analysis of 
compounds like OE. fast-dsel (see D. 1 , the first element of 
which, having a virtually adjectival force, came to be re- 
garded as a separable word. 

c X175 Latnb. Horn. 5 [Christ] rad in. et pan est ^ete pere 
burh. 1297 R. Glouc. (1810* 2 Temese by the Est syde, 
at 300 Cursor M. 11395 A folk. . Wonnand be pe estoccean. 
c X400 Maupidev. xiv. 156 Ethiope is departed. . in the Est 
partie, and in the Meridionelle partie. 14x3 Lydg. Pylgr. 
Soiule v. xiv. 81 The sonne . .hastyd hym vpward toward the 
eest oryson. 1593 Hooker Eccl. Pol. iv. xi, The East and 
West Churches. 1642 Fuller Holy fy Prof St. iii. vii. 167 
An East window welcomes the infant beams of the Sun. 
X693 Evelyn Comp l, Gard. I. 30 There are four sorts of 
Expositions, the East, the West, the South and the North. 
X). In Combination. 

1 . Combined with sb., as in ^ east-deal, eastern 
part j f east-half [cf. QN. austr-halfr), eastern or 


easterly side ; f East-man (see quot.) ; east-sea, 
a sea on the east side of a country, or in an eastern 
region of the world ; formerly also as the proper 
name of the Baltic [= Ger. Ostsee]. See also 
East-country, -end, -land, -wind, Estriche. 
(The combs, of this class still in use are now 
commonly written without hyphen, and east re- 
garded as an adj.) 

c xooo Ags. Gasp. Matt. ii. 2 We ge-sawon hys steorran on 
*east-dcele. c 1200 Ormin 16400 AEstdale off all piss werelld 
iss. Anatole gehatenn. a 1300 E. E. Psalter cii[i]. 12 How 
,mikle estdel stand westdel fra. 898 O. E. Chron. an. 804 
©aem monnum pe on *east healfe paire e wicodon. ci 200 
Qrjviin 3430 He sette a steorrne upp o pe lifft . . Onn mst halif 
off piss middellserd. c 1400 Destr. Troy 10581 He grauntid 
po grete a graunt for to haue In the entre of the est halfe. 
2610 Holland Camden’s Brit. 11. 68 The Oustmans, as one 
would say Esterlings or *Eastmen, came out of. .Germanic 
into Ireland. C890 K. AElfred Bseda 1. xii, Fram *east 
sm op waist sae. ^1305 St. Ken elm 18 in £. E. P. (1863) 
48 1 emese fgop] into pe est see. 17x0 Lond. Gaz. No. 4669/3 
A Danish Frigot arrived from the East-Sea. 

b. Prefixed to names of countries or districts, 
usually with sense f eastern portion of.,.*, as in 
East Germaiiy , East London ; often forming the 
recognized name of a political or administrative 
division, as East Prussia, East Derbyshire. Also 
prefixed to ad js. of territorial signification, as East- 
midland, East -central ; and to names of peoples, 
as East- Goths (« Ostrogoths), East- Franks. 

898 O: E. Chron. an. 894 Norphymbre ond Eastengle hajf- 
don apas geseald. i5 I 3 75 Diurn. Occurr. (1833) 40 Vpoun 
the xxvj day of September^ the Homes wan eist-Nisbet. 
1561 Daus tr. Bullinger on Apoc. 1 1573) 196 The Eastgothes 
& Lumbardes, obtained Italy. X817 Edin. Rev. XXIX. 49 
The East-insular tribes have a chivalrous abhorrence of. . 
personal abuse. 1841 W. Spaldin g Italy § It. Jsl 11 . 55 
The East-Goths had a strongly monarchical constitution. 

2 . With ppl. adj., as + east -sttr prised \ east- 
bound, eastward bound (chiefly in America of 
railway traffic). 

1599 Nashe_ Lent. Strife (1871) 29 By the proportion of 
the east-surprised Gades. .diuers have tried, .to configurate 
a twin-like image of it. 1881 Chicago Times 12 Mar., The 
east-bound express was held at N orth Platte. 1882 Times 
22 Mar. 5/3 East bound freight rates. 

3 . East-south-east , East-north-east: the points 
of the compass distant 2i\° from due East ; East- 
by- South, East-by-North : the points distant 
from due East. Used as sb., adj., and adv. 

1555 Eden Decades IV. Ind. 1. V1. (Arb.) 87 An Eastsouth- 
easte wynde arose. 1594 Davis Seaman’s Seer. <1607) 14 
East and by north raiseth a degree in sailing 102 leagues 
and a mile. 1713 Lond. Gaz. No. 5141/3 A Sand lies almost 
East and by South, half Southerly from the Spurn Light. 
1725 De Foe Voy. round IV. (1840) 84 We. .then stoodaway 
east, and east-by-north. Ibid. 302 [We] stood away, .east- 
north-east. Ibid. 335 A much larger river., which, .ran east- 
by-south towards the sea. 1742W00DR00FE in Han way Trav. 
(1762) I’, n. xxiii. 98 A light breeze springing up at east south 
east, we weighed. 1849 Dana GeoL ix. U850; 489 The course 
of a fissure is east -by-north. 

East (Ist),v. [f. prec.] a. intr. To move, turn, 
or veer towards the east. Cf. Easting vbl. sb. b. 
rejl. To orientate, find out one’s true position. 

1858 O. Brownson Wks. V. 202 He must make many a 
turning, .before he can east himself. 

Ea*st - COH-ntry. An eastern country: in 
1 8th c. applied spec, to the region of the Baltic ; 
cf. Eastland, Estriche. Also attrib. 

2701 J. Law Counc. Trade (1751) 141 Since by them they 
wifi be capable of receiving corn in the east-countrys. 2709 
Lond, Gaz. No. 4604/4 Will be exposed to publick Sale 
..about 730 Quarters of East-Country Wheat. 27x0 Ibid. 
No. 4708/4 Inquire at the Works, or Royal Exchange East 
Country-Walk in Exchange Time. 17x9 W. Wood Surv. 
Trade 120 Our Trade to the East Indies and East Country 
is as free to us as ever. 

fEastee-xaan. 

x68x E. Whitaker Ignoramus Just. 18 To turn Informer, 
Promoter, or Eastee-man, unless in case of a Riot, or such 
like, the Constable can do no such thing but at his own Peril. 

t Ea*sten, a. Obs . Forms: 3 aBsten, 6 Sc. 
estin. [f. East + -en ; cf. Northen. In quot. 1 205 
the reading % sterne (Eastern) has been suggested ; 
in quot. 1549 the word may possibly represent 
OE. fastan : see East.] a. Belonging to Eastern 
countries ; b. Coming from the east ; easterly. 

c 1205 Lay, 27393 Eorles and dukes eke of aestene weorlde. 
1549 Compl. Scot. vi. (1872) 61 The , . cardinal vynd callit 
subsolanus . . quhilk the vulgaris callis estin vynd. 

Ea st-e*nd. The easterly extremity of any- 
thing. Ixi mod. use often spec. The eastern part 
of London. Hence EaisWuder, an inhabitant 
of the East End. 

O. E. Chron. an. 893 Se mmba is., set miclan wuda 
east ende J?e we Andred hataS, c 1205 Lay. 28305 J?ae wind 
him gon wende, & stod of ban aest ende. <11300 Cursor M. 
1251 Toward be est end of jbis dale. 1883 Black Shanaon 
Bells xxix, What we are doing in the East-end. 2884 Pale 
Mall G, 14 Aug. n/i The stereotyped East-ender of 
London. 1886 Ibid. 28 Apr. 1/1 The East-enders have 
several advantages, .over the West-enders. 

Easter (rstai), sb . 1 Forms : 1 (as pi.) ^astron, 
-un, -an, -u, -o, Northttmb. Castro, Nostro, 
^ostru; (as sing.) £astre, Northumb. dostro; 
genit. (as pi.) eastreno, -ana, eastra ; (as sing.) 
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Systran, Northumb. (Sastres, 6ostres ; 2 eastran, 
eastren, 3, 5 eastre, 3 -6 esterne, 4-6 ester, (4 
Western), 5 aster(e, estren(e, eesterne, estryn, 

6 estur, 6- easter. [OE. eastre wk. fern. = OHG. ; 
$stara ; more freq. in plural eastron, corresponding 1 
.to OHG. Sstoron (MHG., mod.G. otferti pi.) ; the 
strong forms occas. appearing seem to have been : 
derived from the combining form iastor-. Bceda 
Temp . Rat. xv. derives the word from Eostre 
(Northumb. spelling of Piastre), the name of a 
goddess whose festival was celebrated at the vernal 
equinox ; her name (:— OTeut. *austr 6 n- cogn. w. 
Skr. usrd dawn ; see East) shows that she was 
originally the dawn-goddess.] 

1 . One of the great festivals of the Christian 
Church, commemorating the resurrection of Christ, 
and corresponding to the Jewish passover, the name , 
of which it bears in most of the European langs. 
(Gr. ira<rxa, ad. Heb. pesah, L. pascha, Ft. Piques, 
It. Pasqua, Sp. Pascua, Du. pask). According to 
the modem rule it is observed on the first Sunday 
after the calendar full moon— Le. ‘not the actual full 
moon, but the 1 4th day of the calendar moon ’ (Bp. 
Butcher)— which happens on or next after 21 March. 
In ordinary language Easter is often applied to the 
.entire week commencing with Easter Sunday. 

4*890 K. j®lfRed Bceda v. xxi. Ic Sas tide Eastrena 
ecelice healdan wille. c 1050 Ags. Gloss, in Wr.-Wiilcker 
471 Phase, eastran. #1123 0 . E. Chron. an.1101 Heold 
se cyng Heanrig his hired . . to Eastran on Winceastre. 
cuzoo Trin. Coll. Horn. 101 pe J>re dage biforen estre 
[ben] cleped swidages. c 1250 Gen. 4 Ex. 3288 Dor-of in 
esterne be we wunen Seuene siftes to funt cumen. c 1300 
St. Brandan 148 Ther shulle this Ester beo. 1389 in 
Eng. Gilds (1870) 35 ]>e soneday fourtnythe after esterne. 
41420 Chron. Vilod. 783 pis miracle was }>us..y do, In 
J?e Astere nexste after hurre body dyenge. 41440 Promp. 
Parv. 143 Eesterne, Pascha. 1450-1530 Myrr. Our Ladye 
678 From passyon Sonday tyl Esterne. 1480 CAXf on Chron. 
Eng. ccxxxiii. 254 The clergye . . wold not graunte vnto 
Estre next comyng. 1593 Hooker Eccl. Pol. rv. xi, Keep- 
ing the feast of Easter on the same day the Jews kept 
theirs. 1655 Fuller Ch. Hist . n, 55 The Springtime, wherein 
the Feast of Easter. . was celebrated. 1782 Priestley Cor- 
rupt. Chr. II. vui. 129 The first . . festival . . that was ob- 
served., was Easter. 1837 Howitt Rur. Life vi. iy. (1862) 
432 Easter was the great festival of the Church. 

.^ 2 . The Jewish passover. Obs. 

971 Blickl. Horn. 67.Hmlend cwom syx da&um ser Tudea 
eastrum. 41000 Ags. Gosp. Mark xiv. x /Efter twain da- 
Jum wseron eastron. 1398 Trevisa Barth. Be P. R. lx. 
xxxi. (1495) 366 Ester is callyd in Ebrewe Phase, that is 
passynge other passage. 1535 Coverdale Ezek. xlv. 21 
Vpon y a xiiij. daye of tne first moneth ye shal kepe Easter. 
2563 Homilies n. Whitsunday 1. (1859) 453 Easter, a great, 
and solemne feast among the Jewes. 1622 Bible Acts 
xii. 4 Intending after Easter to bring him fourth. 

B. Comb, and attrib . 

a. Obvious combinations : in sense 1, as easter - 
festival , - gambols , - holidays , - lamb (see also b), 
’■morning, T - morrow , f - pence , - Sunday {-Monday, 

* Tuesday , etc.), -tide, - time , -week. 

41380 Wyclif Serin. Sel. Wks. II. 133 On Eester mone- 
dai. 1460 in Pol. Ret. # L. Poems 1.18661 249 He ros on 
estryn morwe. c 1440 Gesta Rom. lxii. 266 (Add. MS.) Our 
Lord Jhesu Crist, the whiche many desire for to norisshe, 
and namly in Esterne tyme. 14.. Prose St. Brandon 
(Percy ) 39 A place lyke Paradyse wherein they shold kepe 
theyr Eestertyde. 1517 Torkington Pilgr. 1x884) 66 Ther 
we a bode.. Ester evyn, Ester Day, And also Ester mun- 
day. . Ester Tewysday . .we Departyd. 1676 Marvell Mr. 
Smirke Wks. 1875 IV. 11 [Some] would .. have ventur’d 
their coffer-farthing, yea their Easter-pence by advance. 
1722 Land. Gaz. No. 6052/1 The Easter-Holidays having 

e issed. 18x5 Scott Ld. of Isles 111. xxviii, Hovv there the 
aster gambols pass. 1826 in Cobbett Rur. Rides II. 193 
The house-lambs and the early Easter-lambs. 1885 Manc/t. 
Exam. 6 Apr. 5/2 The weather this Eastertide is bright. 

b. Special combs., as easter-book, an account- 
book for recording easter - dues ; easter - dues, 
money payable at Easter to the parson of a parish 
by the parishioners ; easter-eggs, eggs painted 
in bright colours, which it was (and, by a partial 
revival, still is) customary to present to friends at 
Easter (— Pace-eggs); easter-eve, + -even, the 
evening, and hence the day, before Easter- Sunday ; 
+ easter -lamb, the paschal lamb; e aster-offer- 
ing easier > dues ; formerly also used for the 
paschal sacrifice ; -f ©aster-supper, the passover ; 
©aster-taper [L. cercus paschalis\ a taper used in 
church ceremonies at Easter. Also Easter-DAY. 

1546 Mem. Ripon 1 Surtees) III. xo Item the *Easter Booke 
communibus Annas’ lxvjx. viijd. 164a Fuller Holy $ Prof. 
St. 111. xxv. 229 Necessity will, .make him study his Easter- 
book more then all other W riters. *825 H one Every-day Bk. 
I. 426 * Easter Eggs, .pass about at Easter week under the 
name of pask, paste, or paceeg^s. c 1200 Trim Coll. Horn. 95 
On *estereuen gon abuten be fantston. 1594 Hooker Eccl. 
Pol. v. (16171 391 That one Sab both or Saturday which falleth 
out to bee the Easter-eue. 1598 Hakluyt Voy. I. 66 Vpon 
Easter even we were called vnto the tent. 1535 Coverdale x 
Esdr. vii. 10 They that came out of captiuyte, kylled the 
*easter lambe. 1587 Golding De Mornay xxx. 481 Jesus the 
true Easterlamb. 1387 Trevisa Higden (Rolls) II. 339 Iosue 
offrede be * Ester off rynge. x8x8 Bentham Ch. Eng 422 Were 
It only by Easter-oflferings. 1548 Udall, etc. Erasm. Par. 
Mark xx\. 15 There prepare you for vs our *easter. souper. 


1848 Secret Soc. Mid. Ages 361 The bone. . he had filled with 
the wax of an ^Easter-taper, and with incense. x8x8 Cruise 
Digest II. 477 The fine levied, .in * Easter term 1697. 
Raster, sbf dial. Forms : 6 astir©, 9 ester, 
7- easter. See also Astre. [a. OF. aistre, astre 
(mod. F. itre) hearth.] (See quot.) 

1541 Sckole-kouse of Women in Hazlitt E. P. P. IV. 129 
Bad her take the pot. .set it abooue upon the astire. 1674 
Ray N. C. Wds., Easier, the back of the chimney or chim- 
ney stock. 2848 A. B. Leicestershire Wds., Ester, back of 
the fire-place. ‘ My hay. .is as black as the Ester/ 

1 22 a*ster, a. Obs. Also 4 ester, 6 Sc. eister. 
[perh. comparative of East a. (OE. had easterrd) ; : 
possibly suggested by Du. ooster - in compounds.] 
Nearest the east ; eastern (part of a country, a 
building, etc.). Also in comb., as easter- board. 

2387 Trevisa Higden (1865) I. 257 Boemya is J>e firste 
prouince of J?at ester Germania. 2513-75 Diurn. Occurr. \ 
(1833) 2 9 James Colvillis sone [was restoirit] to his landis of 
eister Weymes. 2591 Harington tr. Ariosto's Orl. Pur. 
xxni. vi, The dawning brake, and all the Easter parts were 
full of light. 2622 R. Hawkins Voy. S. Sea 11847) Xl 7 
This bay is all sandie and cleane ground on the easter part. 
Ibid. 135 One evening, being calme, and a goodly cleare in 
the easter-boord, I willed our anchor to be weyed. 1708 
Land. Gaz. No. 4430/4 The Town of Anstmther-Easter. 1777 
Watson Philip It (1793) I. x. 448 Covering it from north to 
south, that is, from the Easter to the Wester Scheld, with 
water. 2816 Scott Old Mort. x , He’s keeping guard o’er 
Mil n wood in the easter round of the tower. 

Ra ster - da*y. For forms see Easter. [OE. 
eastor-dseg , f. iastor- combining form of eastron , 
Easter ; some of the ME. and early mod. forms 
are f. the genit. or nom,] Easter Sunday. 

42175 Lamb. Horn. 45 Uwilc sunne-dei is to locan alswa 
ester dei. e 1200 Trim Cell. Horn. 61 Forte |?ene puresdai 
biforen estrene dai. Ibid. 99 pis dai is cleped estre dai. 
1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. ix. xxxi. (1495) 367 Eester 
daye is tyme of gladnesse. 1447 Bokenham Seyntys (1835) 
180 On esterne day next folwyng. 1480 Caxton Descr. Brit. 
29 He helde vnlawfully esterday. 2517 Torkington Pilgr. 
(1884) 53 He sawe. .Criste rysen vpon Estern Day. <2x642 
Suckling Ballad Wedding Poems 11648; 38 No sun upon 
an Easter day Is half so fine a sight. 

Ra stering, ppl. a. rare . [?f. Easter a. + 
-IMG 54 ; cf. westering .] Shifting eastward. 

1876 Morris Sigurd hi. 202 As the eastering. wind shall 
lead. 

t R a* sterling. Obs. exc. Hist, [app, f. Easter 
a. + -ling, prob. after Du. ooster ling. 

The word seems not to have been found as Eng. before 
16th c. In Anglo-French and Anglo- Lat. sterlingKus, ester- 
ltng\us appear in the 13th 6., but only in the sense of ‘ster- 
ling penny’ or * pennyweight ’jefi librse sterilgnsium, steri- 
lensis inonetx in Qraericus Vitalis, a 1142);^ in Matt. Paris 
moneth esterlingorum seems to mean * the coinage of sterling 
pennies', not ‘ the coin of the easterlings' ; nor do A F. phrases 
like‘vint soutz. desterlings’, ‘ cinkaurite mars desterlings' 
show that esiet lings was understood to be the name of a 
people. The antiquaries of the 26th and 27th c., however, 
assumed that the ‘esterling’ was so called as having been 
coined by the Easterlings or Hanse merchants ; hence they 
use easterling money as a transl. of monela esterlingorum , 
etc. See Sterling.] 

A native of the east. 

1 . spec. A native of eastern Germany or the 
Baltic coasts ; chiefly applied to the citizens of the 
Hanse towns. 

^534 Wriothesley Chron. (1875) I. 24 Alis Gray, and 
Wolfe, an Esterlinge. 1538 Leland Ilm. VI. 57 Many 
Esterlinges were bpned there. 1598 Hakluyt Voy. 1 . 6 
Witland, is appertaining to the Easterlings/ x6xi Speed 
Hist. Gt. Brit. ix. xvii. (1632) 878. 1668 Child Disc. Trade 
(ed. 4) 127 The Danes, Swedes, Holsteiners, and all Easter- 
lings, who. . import . , Eastern Commodities. 1662 Fuller 
Worthies 1. xxiii. 67 The High-Dutch of the Hans Towns 
..(known by the name of Easterlings). 1771 Goldsm. Hist. 
Eng. 1. 25% The city ofWexford, and the two adjoining dis- 
tricts. .were then in possession of the Easterlings. 

b. attrib. Easterling money : see etymology. 
1605 Camden Rem. (1657) 284 Money coined in the East 
parts of Germany .. was called Easterling money. 1642 
Termes de la Ley 176 Guilhalda Teutonicomm is used for 
the fraternity of Easterling Merchants in London called the 
Stilyard. 1677 Yarranton Eng. Improv. 145 A Tax being 
laid upon these Easterling Clothes. 1871 j. C. Adams in 
C. Davies Meir Syst. 111.112 The Rochelle and easterling 
pound was therefore the same. 

e. A ship of Germany or the Baltic countries. 
1563 Mirr. Mag., Hastings xxi. 3 At hand whole fleet of 
easterlynges. 1633 T. Stafford Pac. Hib. xi. (2821. 593 
The ships that were descryed being a Fleet of Easterlings. 

d. [transl. Anglo-L. ester lingusi] The weight 
of the easterling or sterling penny ; a penny-weight, 
■55V of an ounce. 

1605 Camden Rem. 11637’) In a pound there ought to 
be eleven ounces, two Easterlings and one ferfing, and the 
other allay. 

2 . gen. An inhabitant of an eastern country or 
district ; also, a member of the Eastern Church, arch. 

1561 Daus tr. BulUnger on Apoc. (2573) 279 b, In. . 1215 
he [Pope Innocent III] helde a general! counsell in Late- 
rane, wherin warre was declared agaynst the Easterlinges, 
2565 Calfhill Answ. Treat. Crosse (1846) 156 John, the 
j legate of the Easterlings, brought forth another reason. 

2577 Eden & Willes Hist. Trav. 230 b, The farre South 
1 asterlynges doe know this parte of Europe by no other 
I name then Portugall. 1609 Holland A ntm. Marcell. xxxi. 
xvL 431 The. . regiment of Easterlings [Orientalis turma i.e, 
Saracenorum] got the upper hand. 2649 Jer. Taylor Gt. 
Exemp. in. xv. 84 It was a custome of the Easterlings, and 
of the Roman Empire generally. 1688 Bp. Parker Reasotis 
Abrog* Test 107 Mahomet gives them that name of Zabii, 


because they lay Eastward from Arabia, for so the Word 
signifies Easterlings. 1826 Southey Lett. (1856) III. 19 Of 
all the Easterlings, the Persians are the worst. 1855 Kings- 
ley Wesiw. Ho. (.2861) 4 One west country man can fight 
two easterlings. 1870 Morris Earthly Par. II. m. 124 
With Easterlings and his own country-folk they dealt. 

8. See quot. 

2802 G. Montagu Omith. Diet . (1833) 261 Easterling, a 
name for the Smew. 

f Ra/sterlyy af ■ Obs. [f. Easter sb. -f -ly L] 
Pertaining to Easter or to the passover, 

41000 Ags. Gosp. Luke ii. 42 Hy foron to hierusalem to 
}>am easterlican freolse. 4x175 Lamb. Horn. 89 Das fifti 
da3es fram }>an esterliche deie beoS alle ihal3ode to ane 
herunge. 1450-1530 Myrr. Our Ladye 135 Pryncypaily 
ainongest these estirnly solempnytes. 

Easterly ^*stwli), a~ and adv. [? f. Eastern. 

+ -ly ; cf. Du. oosterlijk in same sense.] A. adj. 

1 . Situated towards the east. 

1548 Thomas Ital. Gram., Orientate, easterlie. 1609 Dou- 
LANtT Omith Micro! 87, I would have the Easterly Franci 
to fpllow the best manner. 1655 Moufet & Bennet Health's 
Improv. (1746) 85 Easterly Towns . . are more wholesome 
than the westerly. 1751 Percival in Phil. Trans. XLVII. 
218 Condate being placed in: the road to Mediolanum shews 
it to be easterly of Chester. 1869 Dunkin Midn. Sky 43 
The most easterly part of this constellation. 

2 . Coming irom the east: chiefly of the wind, 
rarely of merchandise. 

1559 Morwyng Evojiym. 399 Then kepe by itself an unce 
of easterly saffron well beaten. 2626 Bacon Sylva § 662 
Cold and Easterly Winds. 277* Dk. Richmond in Burke's 
Corr. (18441 L 399. Going to Lppark in this easterly wind, 
has made me quite ill. 1826 J. Smith Panorama Sc. fr A rt 
II. 43 ’1 he wind in the Atlantic, .is almost always easterly. 

B. adv. In an eastern position or direction. Of 
the wind: From the east, or a point nearly east. 

1635 BreReton Travi • 2844) 77 During this time the wind 
stood most easterly. 2692 Loud. Gaz. 2640/3 lt ; blew hard 
Easterly, 1691 Ray Creation 11. 1701 193 To, them that live 
more ea teriy. 2820 Scorr^ Mom 1st; ill, To get into the 
little valley of Glendearg he had to proceed easterly. 

Easter-ma*giant, ma ngiant. dial. In 
Cumberland, the green tops ol Bistort (L. Polygo- 
num Bistorta) which are eaten (Britten and Ii.). 

■ Ra stermost, a. Obs. [f. Easter a. + -most, 
in place of the earlier Eastmost ; cf. bettermost, 
uppermost, etc. Now superseded by Eastern- 
most.] Most easterly ; situated farthest to the east. 

1555 Eden Decades W. Ihd, t Arb.) 381 The eastermost 
tree is the hyghest. 1614 Raleigh Hist. World 11. 287 The 
... Easter-most Hils of Tyre. 1704 Collect . Voy.ty Trav. HI. 
51/2 .The bigger Island. . is the Eastermost. 2832 J. C. Hare 
in Philological Museum j. 175 r Phe eastermost Pelasgian 
country on the Propontis. 

Eastern (rst^m'l, a. and sb. Forms : I das- 
terne, 3 estrin, 4©stTen, estern(e, 6-7 easterne, 
7- eastern. [OE. easterne ^ OS. Sstroni, OHG. 
dstrbni (wind), ON. austremn : — OTeut. *mts~ 
trfinjo-, f. *dustr- East ; fpr.the suffix 6 njo- (? = L. 
-dneus) cf. northern , southern, western.] 

A. adj. . 

1 . Of or pertaining to the east side of the 
world, to countries in the East, or to the empire 
of the East ; dwelling in the East ; Oriental. 
Eastern Church ; the great communion otherwise 
called the Greek Church. Eastern question. : a 
general term for the political problems relating to 
Eastern Europe. 

<2x000 Ags. GiOss. in Wr.-Wiilcker 228 Eoi magi, easterne 
tungelwitegan. a 2300 Cursor M. x 1388 A prophet of estrin- 
land, hight balaam, crafti and bald. x593 Hooker Eccl. 
Pol. iv. xi, His desire was that of the two the Easterne 
Church should rather yield. 1606 Shaks. Ant. # CL v. ii. 
31 1 Oh Easterne Starre. 1732 Pope Ess. Man 11. 27 As 
Eastern priests in giddy circles run. 1872 M or ley Voltaire 
(18S6; 82 The simple political conception of an eastern tale, 
a good-tempered despot with a sage vizier. 

2 . Lying towards the east ; having a position 
relatively east ; facing eastward. 

1593 Shaks. Rich. IT, ni. ii. 42 He [the sun] fires the prowd 
tops of the Easterne Pines. 1667 Milton P. L . iv. 542 The 
eastern Gate of Paradise. ^ « 1729 Addison 'J -9 *1116 eastern 
end of the isle rises up in precipices. 1841 W. Spalding 
Italy Sf It. Isl. II. x8 The greatest names of the church con- 
tinued* to be found in the eastern quarter of the empire. 
2860 Tyndall Glac. 1. §11. 74 A pale light now overspread 
the eastern sky. • *; r . ... 

b. Having an eastward direction, rare, 
a 17x9 Addison (J/, A ship at sea has no certain method in 
either her eastern or western voyages. ■ 

3 . Of the wind : Blowing lrom the east. poet. 

a 1000 Csedmon's Gen. 315 (Gr.) Donne cymS on uhtan 
■ easterne wind. 1590 Shaks. Mids . N . hi. ii 142 Fan’d with 
I the Easterne winde. • 1762 Falconer : Shipwr. 1. ' 4 R.) When 
I eastern breezes yet enervate rise. 1842 Tennyson Audley 
| Crt. 52 She was sharper than an eastern wind. 

B. sb. a. An inhabitant of the East; an 
oriental, b. A member of the Eastern Church. 

4 xoooASlfric y^iTh waite) 167 (Bosw. 1 Se wer waes swi<5e 
maere betwux eallum eastemum. 1862 J. Gadsby in Spur- 
geon Treat. Day. Ps. cxix. 136 Most of the easterns shed tears 
much more copiously than the people of Europe. 1865 Pushy 
Trtith Eng. Ch. 60 S-.Meletius remained in the communion 
of the Easterns. 1884 Graphic 4 Oct. 360/2 These degene- 
rate Easterns, who . .rush at and devour French novels of 
the lowest type. 

, Hence. Ea sterner (TJ. S.), an inhabitant of one 
of the eastern or New England states. 
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1864 Lowell Biglotu P. Wks. {1879) 246 One hears such 
not seldom among us Easterners. 

Easternly* (rstoanli), a. & adv. [f. prec. + -LY.] 
f A. adj. Situated to the eastward, or on the 
east side; of the wind, blowing from the east; 
■* Easterly. Obs. 

1594 Blundevil Exerc. via. (ed. 7) 790 You shall easily 
draw the Easternly Meridians. 16x4 Raleigh Hist. World 
1. 39 These hottest regions of the world, .are refreshed with 
a daily gale of Easternely wind. 1688 Lond. Gaz . No. 
2325/1 Voihinia, the most Easternly Province of Lithuania. 

B. adv, f a. In an eastern position {obs.). b. In 
an eastern manner ; after the fashion of the Easterns 
{rare). 

1765 Michell in Phil. Trans. LV. 76 Somewhere about 
the place D, a little less easternly than the point of the 
sand. 1883 A thenmim 9 June 724/1 Men who know nothing 
of the East, .and cannot think easternly. 
Easternmost (J'stammost, a. [f. 

as prec. +• -most; cf. Eastebmqst, Eastmost.] 
Situated farthest to the east ; also {nonce-use), of 
a character most essentially oriental. 

1830 Lyell Princ.Geol. (1875) II. m. xli. 418 The species 
are most numerous in the Easternmost islands, 1859 Smiles 
Stephenson 51 The railway . . crosses this road close by the 
easternmost end of the cottage, 1862 Stanley East. Ch i. 
(1869) 5 Easternmost of all the Eastern Churches, eastern- 
most in thought and custom always, and easternmost in 
situation also. 1884 Law Rep. XIII. Queen's B. 675 The 
defendants’ colliery is the easternmost in the group. 

+ Ea:st India, Obs. exc. attrib. Formerly 
used - ( The ) East Indies. East India Company : 
a company formed for carrying on an East Indian 
trade, especially the English company incorpo- 
rated in 1600, and described in its charter as * The 
Company of Merchants of London trading to the 
East Indies’, which from 1773 exercised political 
power in the East, and had the chief part in the 
administration of the affairs of Hindostan, till 
1858, when the government was assumed by the 
Crown. East India fly, an East Indian species 
of Cantharis or blister-fly; East Indiaman, a 
ship of large tonnage engaged in the East India 
trade. 

2634 Sir T. Herbert Trav. 187,1 account sofarre of East 
India, as is from eighteene degrees north. . to . .Cape Corn- 
rein. 1655 E. Terry {title), A Voyage to East India. 
a 2691 Boyle Whs. VI, 192 iR.) Our own eight East India 
ships . . are all safe in our harbours, 1703 Lond. Gaz. 
No. 3980/4 Lost a New East-India Company's Bond . . for 
250/. 2709 Steele Tatter No. 31 ?2 A Boatswain of an 
East-India Man. 1809 R. Langford Introd. Trade 49 The 
East India Company was incorporated, about. . 1600. 1844 

Ld, Brougham Brit. Const, xx. (1862) 395 The crew of a 
West Indiaman or an East Indiaman. 

b. In Anglo-Indian use sometimes attrib. » 
Eurasian. 

2832 Asiatic y-rnl. New Ser. VI. ti. 106 Some elaborate 
speeches . .were delivered by members of the East-India 
community. 

Ea st I ndian, a. and sb. [f. as prec. + -an.] 

A. as adj. I. Of or pertaining to the East Indies. 

1333 Eden Treat. New Ind. lArb.) 8 The Ilandes of 

Molucca situate in the mayne Easte Indian Sea, 2601 Hol- 
land Pliny I. 105 From the coast of the East Indian sea, 

2 . In Anglo-Indian use ^-.Eurasian a. 

1832 Asiatic JrnL New Ser. VI. it. 106 The Calcutta 
East-Indian petition. 1849 Calcutta Rev. XI. 74 The pre- 
sent situation and prospects of the East-Indian body. 

B. as sb. A Eurasian. 

Asiatic Trnl. New Ser. VI. n. 106 A meeting of East- 
Indians took place at the Town Hall. 1849 Calcutta Rev. 
XI. 74 The East* Indians obtained the privilege of sitting 
on the. .Juries. 

Ea st I ndies. A geographical term, in- 
cluding Hindostan, Further India, and the islands 
beyond. Opposed to the West Indies or Central 
American islands. 

1398 Shaks. Merry W. 1. in. 79 They shall be my East 
and West Indies, and I will trade to them both, a 1667 
Cowley Mistr. (.1710) I. 82 Mine her fair East-Indies were 
above. 1837 Penny Cycl. IX. 252 The East Indies include 
also the islands of the Indian Ocean. 

Easting (rstiq 'i, vbl, sb. [f. East + -tng L] 

1 . Naut. ‘ The course made good, or gained to 
the eastward* (Adm. Smyth). 

1628 Digby Voy, Medit. (1868) 91 For easting and westing, 
great diligence is required not to fall into error. 1684 
Bucaniers Atner. 11. (1698 1 169 My whole easting 1 reckoned 
to be now 677 Leagues and | of a league. 1748 Anson Voy. 
11. iv, (ed. 4) 233 Without hailing in for the main to secure 
our easting. 2781 Blagden in Phil. Trans. LXXI. 339 We 
. .made some easting to keep clear of the dangerous shoals. 
2802 Playfair Illnstr. Hutton. The. 230 To compute from 
the observed bearings the amount of all the .. easting or 
westing, i860 L. Bilton in Merc. Mar. Mag. VII, 289, I 
ran down my easting in 38° S. 

2 . An approach to an easterly direction ; a slop- 
ing or veering eastwards. Of a wind or ocean 
current : A shifting eastward of the point of origin ; 
easterly direction. 

2855 Maury Phys. Geog. Sea vti. § 344 That diurnal rota- 
tion does impart easting to these winds there is no doubt. 
2862 Dana^ Man. Geol. 5 9 In Maine the courses [of the 
rock -groovings] have an unusual amount of easting. 1865 
Pall Mall G. 25 Aug. 11/1 This very g regale . . has there 
fat Malta] decided easting in it, and may well have blown 
St. Paul from Crete thither. 


3 . Of a heavenly body : The reaching the eastern 
point of its apparent daily path. 

2883 Proctor Gt. Pyramid iii. 139 The easting, southing, 
westing, and northing of heavenly bodies. 

Eastland (f ’stland). [f. East + Land.] 

1 . a. gen. An eastern country or district. Now 
only poet. fb. spec, (in I4th-i 7th c.) : The lands 
bordering on the Baltic. 

c 2000 /Elfric Gen. xxix. 1 Witodlice pa he [Jacob] com to 
)?aem eastlande. <22223 Leg. Hath. 534 Wittiest ha^weren 
of alle be meistres J>aet weren inestlonde. c 2325 St. Kenelm 
43 Of westsex & of humberlond ; & of estlond. 1382 Wyclif 
Gen. xxix. 1 Jacob thanne forth goon, cam into the est 
loond. 15.. Lindesay (Pitscottie) Citron. Scot. (1814) 357 
Mr, Normand Galloway .. was in the eastland. [1870 
Morris Earthly Par. III. iv. 185 And emeralds from far 
east lands brought.] 

2 . attrib. 

2379 Mem. Ripon (Surtees) III. 102 Et in iilj Estlandborde 
[i. e. planks from Norway] emp. ad ponend. subtus le Table 
. . 12 d. 2580 Invent. (1815) 301 (Jam. ) Item, in the chalmer of 
deis ane stand bed of eistland tyxnmer with ruf and pannell 
of the same, a 1618 Raleigh lnv. Skipping xo South part of 
the Baltick, or Eastland Sea. 2668 Child Disc. Trade 
(ed. 4) 127 The Eastland and Norway Merchants, who affirm 
. . their Trade is much declined since the passing the Act of 
Navigation. 2691 T. H[ale] Acc. New Invent, p. xix, 
Would, .send a great deal of Money for Eastland Firr. 1703 
Lond. Gaz. No. 3880/4 Two of the Convoys to our homeward- 
bound Eastland Fleet. 1727 W. Mather Yng. Man’s Comp. 
410 The Eastland Company, .enjoying by their charter. . the 
Trade of. . Norway, Sweedland, Poland. 1734 Watts Reliq. 
J71v.ix.7Z 9) 284 Phronimus, a considerable east-land mer- 
chant. 2870 Morris Earthly Par. in. 408 How goes it then, 
With him — thy kinsman, mid the Eastland men? 

Hence t Eastlandish a., obs. 

2605 Verstegan Dec. IntelL Ep. Ded., High, Low, and 
Eastlandish Teutonicke. 

Eastling, a., -lings, adv. Sc. In 8 east- 
lin, -line. [f. East + -ling, with adverbial geni- 
tive -s. Cf. Back lings.] 

A. adj. Of the wind : Easterly. B. adv. In an 
easterly direction. 

2725 Ramsay Gentle Sheph. 1. ii, This [elm] shields the 
other frae the eastlin blast. 2768 Ross Helenore 58 (Jam.) 
Ay hading eastlins, as the grounded fa’. 2789 Burns Let. 
y. Tennant 7 This blae eastlin wind. 

Eastmost (fstmast, -insist), a. Also 6 Sc. 
eistmest, [OE. had iastmest adj., superl. f. East 
adv. + -m-, -st, suffixes (see -most) ; but continuity 
is not proved, and the word was prob. formed 
afresh at a later period.] That is most easterly in 
position. Now poet . ; see Easternmost. 

2535 Stewart Cron. Scot. II. 201 The eistmest part of 
Britane to the se. 2387 Wills <$• Inv. N, C. (1*860) II. 306 
The eastmoste bed, next to the windowe, in the hye 
chamber. 2727 A. Hamilton New Acc. E. ind. I. viii. 75 
Bassora is the eastmost City .. in the Turkish Dominions. 
1825 Ld. Cockburn Mem. i. 2 My father purchased the 
eastmost house on the south side of the Meadows. 1870 
Morris Earthly Par. II, m. 12 Up the eastmost of the 
beech-slopes brown He turned. 

Bastre, var. Easter sbX & 2 , also of Estre, Obs. 
Eastward (rstwaad), adv. and a. [f. East + 
-ward ; OE. had easteweard\e adv., eastanweard 
adj., but the mod. adj. is probably merely a use of 
the adv.] A. adv. 

1 . Towards the east ; in an eastern direction : 
a. of motion. 

9S9 Chart. Edgar in Cod Dipl. VI. 8 Donon to holan die 
eastwaerde. 1297 R. Glouc. 41 pis Picardes benne wende 
for]? Estward euer faste. 2393 Langl. P. PL C. 11, 133 Alle 
]?at han wel y-wroght wenden bey shulle Estwarde to 
heuene. c 2440 York Myst. xxviii. 18 Whedir is he walked, 
Estewarde or weste? 2553 Eden Treat. New Ind. (Arb.'9 
Sayling Eastward by the coastes of Aphrica. 1612 Bible 
1 Kings xvii. 3 Get thee hence, and turne thee Eastward. 
2722 De Foe Plague •1840) 16 The plague . . began now to 
come eastward. 1816 Playfair Nat. Phil. 11 . 155 Ten of 
the stars have motious eastward, peculiar to themselves. 

b. of position, bearing, or aspect. Also in 
comb., as eastward- looking. 

a 2000 Boeth. Metr. xvi. 18 iGr.) ponan 08 Indeas easte- 
wearde. 2393 Langl. P. PL C. 1, 14 Esteward ich byhulde 
after be sonne. 2533 Coverdale Ezek. xi. 10 The chambers 
of the dore eastwarde, were threon euery side. 2611 Bible 
Gen. x i». 14 Look e . . Northward, and Southward, and 
Eastward, and Westward. 1878 Black Green Past. ii. 
xi The eastward-looking branches of the great elms. 

2. quasx-r^. 

2693 Lond. Gaz. No. 3090/3 The 17th arrived the Smirna 
Factor , .from the Eastward. 2723 De Foe Coy. round IV. 
(1840) 31 8 It might . .empty itself to the Eastward. 1828 J, 
H. Moore Pract. Navig. 230 If a ship has been sailing to 
the eastward. 

B, adj. That moves or looks eastward. 

824 Chart. Ecgberht in Cod. Dipt. V. 71 Donan on rib sc* 
mere eastanweardne. c 2440 Promp. Parv, 143 Estwarde, 
orientals. 2882-3 Schaff Relig. Encycl . II. 903 The., 
eastward posture in prayer. ^ 1883 L’pool Daily Post 27 
Mar. 4/7 The Russians on their side are quietly prosecuting 
an eastward concentration, 

Ea-stwardly, adv . and a. [f. prec. + -lyI, 2.] 
A. adv. a. In an eastern direction. b. Of 
wind : From an eastern quarter. 

1667 H. Oldenburg in Phil. Trans. II. 422 Another 
people, not far from these, Eastwardly, of a Dwarfish 
btature. 2747 Dobbs in Phil. Trans. XLIV. 474 Behring 
sailed. , to the Isles of Japon, and from thence Eastwardly 
50 German miles. 1792 Smeaton Edystone L. § 100 There 


is a breeze eastwardly. 2807 Vancouver Agric. Devon 
(1813) 46 Continuing eastwardly along the coast. 

B. adj. a. That has an eastern direction, b. 
Of the wind : That blows from the east. 

2792 Smeaton Edystone L. § 68 The wind was eastwardly, 
2803 Flinders in Phil. Trans. XCVI. 258 The eastwardly 
winds appearing to have set in. 1870 Proctor Other Worlds 
iv. 108 note, Higher latitudes where the earth’s eastwardly 
motion is less. 1883 in Knowledge 20 July 41/2 The body 
at P is carried eastward by the eastwardly motion of G. 

Eastwards (rstwoidz), adv. [f. Eastward 4- 
-s ; cf. backwards , upwards.] = Eastward adv. 

2527 Torkington Pilgr. (2884) 38 The londe . . marcheth 
Estwardis to the kyngdom of Araby. 1877 R. J. More 
Under Balkans , The corpse . . was . . laid feet eastwards. 

Ea st wi nd, ea-st-wind. [OE. iastan- 
wmd : see East A. i.j The wind blowing from 
the east. In England and in New England proverb- 
ially bleak, unpleasant, and injurious to health ; 
hence often fig. In quots. from or allusions to 
the Bible the fig. sense refers to the scorching 
and destructive east wind of Palestine. Hence 
East-winded adj. 

c 1000 iELFRic Gloss, in Wr.-Wiilcker 143 S also lames, 
eastenwind. 1398 T re vis a Barth. De P. R. xi. iii. (1495) 
386 The Este wynde that hight Subsolanus. 2483 Cath. 

A ngl. 118 [/e Estewynde, enrus. 1535 Coverdale Ezek, 
xvii. 10 Withered . . as soone as y® east wynde bloweth, 2649 
R. Hodges Plain. Direct. 4 An East-winde may spoil a 
nest of yong birds. 1722 De Foe Plague 262 It was to no 
more purpose to talk to them than to an East- wind. 2860 
Pusey Min. Propk. 75 The east wind m Palestine, .is parch- 
ing, scorching, destructive to vegetation, oppressive to man. 
2864 Lowell Fireside Trav. 53 [A nature] so steeped . . in 
sunshine that the east winds (.physical or intellectual; of 
Boston, .assailed it in vain. 

1873 Miss Thackeray Old Kensington ii. 9 One bitter 
east-winded morning. 

Bast-wise, adv. {nonce-wd.) [f. East -i- -wise.] 
« Eastward. 

2882 E. C. Baber in Roy. Geog. Soc. Siippl, Pap. 1 . 1. 115 
The elegant northward meander with the graceful turn 
eastwise provided for it by cartographers. 

Easy a. and adv. Forms : 3-4 aisie, -y, 

? eise, 3- 5 eese, -i, -y, 4-6 esee, -i(e, -y(e, (4 
eisy, 5 eyss, 3©esy, hesy), 6 8 easie, -ye, (9 dial. 
yezzy, yeasy) 4- easy. [a. OF. aisie (mod. aise), 
pa. pple. of OF. aiser, aisier to put at ease, whence 
Ease v. The development of the Eng. senses has 
been affected by Ease sb. ; the mod.Fr. uses of aise 
may also have had some influence.] 

I. At ease; characterized by ease or freedom 
from pain or constraint. 

f 1 . At liberty, having opportunity or means (to 
do something^). Cf, EasejAi. 

[Possibly else in quot. 1225 may be a distinct word, a. Fr. 
aise at ease.] 

C120Q Trin. Coll. Horn. 47 Offredde loc for him . aise hie 
aisie was ; gif hie was riche wimman . a lomb. .gif hie was 
poure two dune briddes. aizz$ Auer. R. 20 Et te one 
psalme 3e schulen stonden, 3if 3e beof> eise, [v. r. aise] & et 
te o'der sitten. 

2 . Of conditions or state : Characterized by ease 
or rest; comlortable, luxurious, quiet. 

<•2380 Wyclif Wks. (1880' 166 Worldly honour & aisy lif. 
2483 Cath. A ngl. 117 Esy ; ediasns , seamdus. 1664 Evelyn 
Kal. Hort. (1729) 185 You vie Happiness in a thousand easy 
and sweet Diversions. cx68o Beveridge Serm. (1729) I. 
223 In the full enjoyment of all things that can make their 
life easy, pleasant and happy. 1729 De Foe Crusoe 1. 114 
My Condition began now to be. .much easier to my mind. 
28. . Mrs. Browning Lit. Mattie v, ’Twas a green and 
easy world As she took it. 

3 . Of persons: FTee from physical pain or dis- 
comfort, or from outward annoyance or burden. 

c 1440 Promp. Part». 143 Esy, Quietus. 1695 Blackmore 
Pr. Arth. n. 741 The sick grow easie, and the feeble strong. 
a 1791 Wesley Wks. (1830) XII. 131 Mr. W’s radical cure 
I shall hardly try, I am very easy, and that is enough. 2803 
Med. JrnL X. 256 Head easy, thirst and general indisposi- 
tion continued, 1809 Ibid. XXI. 487 After an opiate he 
became easier. . 

4 . Free from constraint or stiffness; chiefly of 
or with reference to bodily posture or movements. 
Also transf. of manners or behaviour : Free from 
embarrassment or awkwardness. Also in phrase, 


Free and easy (see Free). 

2483 Cath. A ngl. 1x7 Esy of gate; gracilis. 2656 H. 
More Antul. Ath. (1712) Gen. Pref. 17 That I might the 
more undisturbedly write the easie Emanations of mine own 
Mind- 2680 Burnet Rochester 7 His conversation was 
easie and obliging. 1704 Rowe Ulyss. 1. i. 77 Be easie, 
affable, familiar, friendly. 1750 Earl Shaftesb. in Pnv. 
Lett, xst Ld. Malmesbury I. 77 Handel.. is quite easy m 
his behaviour. 28 22 Scott Kenilw. xvi, Leicester, bowing 
to his rival with the easiest and most graceful courtesy- 
2837 Ht. Martineau Soc. Amer . III. 142 He was a most 
friendly personage, as willing as he was free and easy. * 85 ° 
Mrs, Jameson Leg. Monas t. Ord. (1863) 279 To an easy 
graceful carriage • . he added . - great skill m argument. 

b. of written compositions : Showing no trace 
of effort; smooth, flowing. Also transf. Of a 
writer or thinker. T j 

1721 Steele Sped. No. 209 P 5 He sits with one Hand on 
a Desk writing and looking as it were another way, like an 
easy Writer. 2723 Guardian No. 15 (1756 I. 69 As there 
is an easy mien, and easy dress . . so there is an easy sort 01 
poetry. 1832 tr. Sismond’s Hal, R ep. vii. 1 53 * he light, 
elegant, and easy prose of his novels* 1880 L. otephen 
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Pope iv. go He could seldom lay aside his self-consciousness 
sufficiently to write an easy letter. . 1884 Church Bacon ix. 
220 Easy and unstudied as his writing seems, it was . . the 
result of unintermitted trouble and varied modes of working. 

5. Not hard pressed: not hurried, gentle; said 
of motion, a breeze, a fire, etc. Also Naut., as 
easy sail. 

£■1385 Chaucer L. G. W. 284, I saugh comyng of ladyes 
nientene In .... a ful esy paas. 1398 Trevisa Barth . De P. 

R. hi. xvii. (Tollem. MS.), To make f>e sy^te perfit pis 
pingis be]? nedful ; pe cause efficient . . and takynge hede, 
and esv meuynge [L. ntotus mediocris). Ibid. xix. lx. (1495) 
897 Oximell is sodde on easy fyre and softe vntoit be thycke. 
c 1440 Promp . Parv . 143 Esy, or softs, yn sterynge, lentus. 
1607 Topsell Serpents 795 They have a very slow and easie 
pace. 1671 Milton P. R. i. 120 So to the Coast of Jordan he 
directs His easie steps. 1704 J. Cuningham in Phil. Trans. 
XXV. 1659 Fair and serene weather, .with easie Gales at S. 
1716 Land. Getz. No. 5450/2 We made an easie sail for the 5 
Masse. 1834 Caunter Orient . Ann. i. 2 We coasted within 
four leagues of the land, under easy sail, with light breezes. 
1852 G. W. Curtis Wand, in Syria 1. i. 8 The donkeys are 
like large dogs, and of easy motion. 1867 Smyth Sailer's 
Word-bk , Easy draught. The same as light draught of 
water. Easy roll. A vessel is said to roll deep but easy, 
when she moves slowly, and not with quick jerks. 

b. Be easy ! do not hurry, don’t be so eager. 
Now considered an 1 Irishism*. 

1746 W. T hompson R. 21 . A dvoc. (1757) 26 That Gentleman 
. . advised the said William Thompson to be easy for a little 
Time. 1838 J. Grant Sk. Land. 41 * Be aisy, be aisy ! 
and don’t be after killin' him quite.’ 

6 . Free from mental anxiety, care, or appre- 
hension. Phrase, 7o make (a person) easy. 

1692 E. Walker Epictetus' Jl/or. xx, Manage the rest of 
your affairs of Life With easie Conversation, void of Strife. 
1719 De Foe Crusoe (1840J I. xx. 363, I was perfectly easy 
as to the security of my effects. 1722 — Col. Jack \1840) 
208 , 1 made her easy on that point. 1818 Jas. Mill Brit. 
India II. iv. v. 187 Meer Causim was not easy upon the 
prospect of a connexion between the Emperor and the 
English. 1885 Sir J. Hannen in Law Rep. 10 P. D. 88 A 
sensitive girl, whose conscience was not easy on the subject. 

7. Fond of ease, averse to taking pains or 
thought ; not strenuous, indolent; careless, thought- 
less, unconcerned; ■ = Easy-going. 

1649 Jer. Taylor Gt.Exemp. 11. §10. 3 The easie softnesses 
of religious affections. 1630 — Holy Living ii. '17271 § 79 
For no easie, healthful and idle person was ever chaste. 
1697 Dryden Virg. Georg. 11. 604 Easy Sloath. 1724 Watts 
Logic iv. i. (1802) 371 In this easy view of things. 1798 
Wordsw. Old Cumo . Beggar 108 The easy man Who sits 
at his own door, — and .. Feeds in the sunshine. 1862 
Stanley Jew. CA. (1877) I. xiii, 251 They mark out for their 
prey the easy colonists. 1871 Rossetti Dante at Ver. xvi, 
He’d meet them flushed with easy youth. 

8 . (With mixed notion of 2 , 3 , 6 .) In comfort- 
able circumstances, well off. Also of * circum- 
stances’, fortune. 

1701 Col. Rec. Penn. II. 41 To make them and their Pos- 
terity easie in all times to come. 1708 Swift Abol. Chr. 
Wks. 1755 II. 1. 86 Such a rent as, 111 the modern form of 
speech, would make them easy. 1721 Berkeley Prev. R uin 
Gt. Brit, Wks. III. 2-6 Men easy in their fortunes, and 
unprovoked by hardships of any sort. 1726 Butler Serm. 
vi. 108 One in easie Circumstances. 1783 Burke Sp. E. 
2 nd. Bill Wks. IV. 59 These plots and rebellions, .are the 
offspring of an easy condition, and hoarded riches. 1796 
Morse Amer.Geog. II. 46 Easy farmers display a variety 
of plate. 1857 Lain. Rev. July, The ‘easy’ classes will 
contrive to furnish the governing classes of the country. 
1879 B. Taylor Stud. Germ. Lit. 160 He was in easy cir- 
cumstances. 

II. 9. Conducive to ease or comfort : chiefly 
of appliances for repose. See also Easy-chair. 

138. . Antecrist in Todd 3 Treat. Wyclif X2g\>di slepyn ful 
soft in ful eesi beddis. c 1400 Rom. Rose 5609 Though 
he have lytel worldis goode, Mete & drynke, & esy foode. 
1525 Ld. Berners E'roiss. II. lxxviii. [lxxiv.] 234 Theyr 
lodgynge. .was not so easye nor large as thoughe they had 
ben at Parys. 1855 Bain Senses # Ini. it. i. § 19/1864) 104 
Driven along at a moderate speed, in an easy carriage. 1879 
Walford Londoniana II. 105 An office much sought after 
as one of those ‘ easy cushions ’ reserved for the repose of 
men of merit or favourites of the great. 

t b. Advantageous, affording convenience, satis- 
factory. Obs. 

c 1485 Digby Myst.1 1882) ii. 126 [A horse is] esy and pro- 
hetabyll.. 1673 Temple Observ. United Prov. Wks. 1731 
. 34 Having all one common End of publick Good, they 
come after full Debates to easie Resolutions. 

III. Causing little discomfort or obstruction. 
10. Of the means, method, or object of an action : 

Presenting few difficulties ; offering little resist- 
ance. Const, inf. (act., less freq. pass.) or of 
followed by sb. denoting the action ; also with 
the nature of the action contextually implied : of 
books, language ; «. easy to read, understand ; of 
the soil ; = easy to cultivate, etc. 

C1340 Cursor M. 16557 tTrin.) pei. .cut pis tre in two ; pei 
fond hit good and esy to dele wip. c 1380 Wyclif Wks. (1880) 
202 pis pater nos ter pat is best & most hesy of alle. 15 .. 
Frere <$• Boye 76 in Ritson A nc. Pop. P. 38 The olde man 
was easy to please. 1578 Lyte Dodoens m. xlviii. 385 Vi- 
talba..hath long branches ful ofioyntes, easie to ploy. 1581 
Charke mConfer. iv. (1584) Cclij, The place is easie Greeke. 
2609 Holland Livy xxiii. xiii. 481 Nothing. . is more eise 
and easie [facilius] to be knowne. 1651 Hobbes Lexnath. 
11. xviii, 89 From want of understanding this easie truth. 
*674 Brevint Saul at Endor 240 Two ready and easie 
waies of procuring Atonement. 1697 Dryden Virg. Georg. 
ii. 283 Ploughing is an imitative Toil, Resembling Nature 
in an easie Soil. 171a Addison Sped. No. 291 r 6 This part 


of a critick is very easie to succeed in. 1762-71 H. Walpole f 
Vertue's Anecd. Paint. 11786) II. 163 note, Those, which 
being in great collections are most easy of access. 1776 
Adam Smith W. N. I, 1, i. it Men are much more likely to 
discover easier . . methods of attaining any object. 1823 
Lamb Elia Ser. n. xii. ( 1865) 3x4 The writings of Temple 
are, in general, after this easy copy. 1879 Lubbock Set. 
Led. ii. 31 The colors and scents are useful in making the 
flowers more easy to find. 

b. Of a road : That may be travelled without 
discomfort or difficulty. Of a slope : Gradual, 
not steep. 

1340 Hampole Pr.Consc. 1402 pe way of dede semes large 
and eesy. 1523 Ld. Berners Fraiss. l.ccxxxiv. 328 And all 
the other of the Companyons . . had more easy passage 
thanne those that passed the day before. 1563 Homilies n. 
Repentance 11. 1.1859 ’ 53^ An easie and short ladder, whereby 
we may climbe. 1590 Spenser State Ire l. 3 Subdued the 
people unto him, & made easie way to the settling of his 
will. 1613 Shaks. Hen. VIII, iv. ii. 17 At last, with easie 
Rodes he [Wolsey] came to Leicester. 1709 Steele Tatler 
No. 170 f 6 You mount by six easy steps. 1801 Southey 
Thalaba vii. xx, Children of Earth,. .Whom I have guided 
here By easier passage. 

11. Of actions: Not difficult; to be accomplished 
with little effort. Frequently as complement when 
the subject is a vb. in the inf. ; « Eath i. 

C1380 Wyclif Wks. (1880) 245 For drede of lettyng of 
bettre occupacion pat is more lfjt or eisy. 1398 Trevisa 
Barth. De P. R. vi. xx. (1495) 208 In olde men abstynence 
of meete is softe and easy. 1538 Starkey England iii. 69 
Much easyar to spy ij fautys then amend one. 1578 T. 
Procter Gorg. Gallery in Heliconia I, 81 As eese a broken 
Syve Should holde the dropping rayne. 1626 Bacon Sylva 
§ 57 After taking of somewhat of easie Digestion, 1650 
Hubbert Pill Formality 144 You must live after the spirit 
. .and thats no easie thing to ao. 1729 Butler Serm . Wks. 
1874 II. 128 It is as easy to close the eyes of the mind as 
those of the body. 1842 A. Combe Physiol. Digestion ted. 4) 
144 The easier digestibility of animal food in man. 1876 
Mozley Umv. Serm. vii. 151 It is of the nature of habit 
to make acts easier and easier. 1878 Morley Carlyle , 
Crit. Misc. 196 It is easy to make a solitude and call it 
peace. 

12. Of persons and their dispositions : Moved 
without difficulty to action or belief ; soon yield- 
ing, compliant ; credulous. Lady of easy virtue : 
euphemistically for an unchaste woman. 

1611 Shaks. Cyrnb. 11. iv. 47 Not a whit, Your lady being 
so easy. 1643 Denham Poems 169 An easy ear deceives, 
and is deceiv’d. 167a Dryden Conq. Granada m. i, An 
easie King deserves no better Fate. 1697 Firg. VEneid 
11. 261 With such Deceits he gain’d their easie hearts. 175a 
Young Brothers in. i, To which his easy nature, soon ap- 
peas’d, Invited me. 1809 W. Irving Knickerb. v. i. 11849) 
263 The great city .. seemed, like some fair lady of easy 
virtue, to lie open to attack, and ready to yield to the first 
invader. 1848 Macaulay Hist. Eng. I. 258 Juries were no 
longer so easy of belief. 

t b. Not unwilling, ready. Const, inf Now only 
with passive, as easy to be entreated ; cf. 10 . Obs. 

1653 Holcroft Procopius m. 83 When men ignorantly .. 
do wrong, the wronged are to be easie to grant pardon. 
1665 Mrs, Hutchinson Mem. Col. Hutchinson (1848) 55 j 
Hutchinson was neither easy to believe it, nor frighted at 
the example. 1715 Burnet Own Times (1823) I. 529 He was 
too easy to enter into any employment that might bring him 
into favour. 1738 Wesley Psalm cxvi. 5 How easy to 
forgive ! 

13. That is obtained with ease, with little effort 
or sacrifice. 

1697 Dryden Virg. Georg. 11. 641 The Swain. .Receives 
his easy Food from Nature’s Hand. Ibid. iv. 704 A Fault 
which easie Pardon might receive, Were Lovers Judges. 
1785 Cowper T iroc. 766 Disease or comes not, or finds easy 
cure. 1856 Trevelyan Macaulay (1876) II. xiv. 463 He 
obtained an easy pardon. 

14. Of burdens or penalties : Not oppressive or 
painful. Of prices or conditions : Moderate, not 
burdensome. 

1382 Wyclif Matt. xi. 30 My 30c is swete, or softe, and my 
charge Iht, or eisy. 1413 Lydg. Pylgr. Sowlem. vi. (1483) 
54 That hath, .graunted the to he purged with more esy 
peynes. 1426 Au delay Poems 47 Curators Engeyne 3e not to 
jieesy penans, ne to stray t algat. 24889 Act 4 Hen. VII , ix, 
They woll sell theym at none esier price. 1557 N. T. (Genev.) 
Matt. xi. 22 It shalbe easier for Tyre and Sidon at the day of 
iudgement, then for you. 1663 Gerbier Counsel Cij b, Where 
Marble is to be had at easy rate, but where Copper is very 
dear. 1696 Pepys Diary VI. 187 Secure it for me on the 
easiest terms you can. 1766 Entick London IV. 31 An easy 
fee of one shilling, a 1771 Smollett Love Elegy 18 And 
bid the turf lie easy on my breast. 1855 Macaulay Hist. 
Eng. IV. 251 He remained there in easy confinement. 1879 
Froude Csesar iv. 34 Peace was granted to. him on the 
easy conditions of a nominal fine. 

+ b. Of persons : Not oppressive or severe ; not 
exacting ; lenient, gentle ; cf. 12 . In 18 th c. also : 
Not difficult to ‘ get on’ with [cf. Fr. aisi &vivre\ 
c 1325 Body <$• Soul (.Laud MS.) in Wright M apes' Poems 336 
For I [the body] the [the soul] so eise fond the[r]fore couthe 
I nevere blinne. C1386 Chaucer Prol. 223 He was an esy 
man to yeue penaunce. 1460 Capgrave Chron . (1858) 70 
Sche mad hir son more esy, and sesedmech his persecution. 
1483 Vulg, abs Terentio 30 b, Faders shuld be esy ande 
tendyr anemste theire chyldere. 1699 Bentley Phal. 3x0 
Pisistratus, . . a generous and easie Governour. 17x4 Swift 
Pres. St. Affairs Wks, 1755 II. 1. 221 Supposing, .that the 
elector should refuse to be . . easy with the queen herself. 
1727 — To very yng. Lady Wks. II. 11. 42 A shrew from 
Billingsgate would be a more easy and eligible com- 
panion. 

f 15. Of small * weight 5 or importance, insigni- 
ficant, slight ; not very good, indifferent. So easy 


birth , easy capacity ; cf. dial. 'Easy, idiotic’ (East 
Cornw. Gloss. ). Ohs. 

1468 Sir J. Paston in Lett. (1874) IT. 321 Thow..I..have 
govyn yow hot easy cause to remembyr me. .yet. .let me 
not be forgotyn. 1475 Bk. Noblesse 78 Holden vertuous .. 
though he were descendid but of esie blrthe. 1481 Caxton 
Tulle's Old Age Hj, Of so grete age that he..shold be of 
easy power of bodily strength to make werre ayenst Car- 
thage. 1491 Will of Cliff \ Somerset Ho.', I shall leue but 
Esy good. 15x9 Horman Vulg. 147 b, Easy agrement folow- 
eth . . where women be maried not for loue but for good. 154a 
XJdall Erasm. Apophth. (1877)348 Wine that was but easie 
and so-so. 1642 R. Carpenter Experiences n. vii. 171 Shall 
one of us dirty creatures, frowne and be troubled, .moved 
by every small and easie occasion. 1648 Sy.mmons Vind. 
Charles /, xpx Though an easie capacity might foresee that 
they could do nothing by such an enterprize. 

16. Not pressing hardly: loosely fitting; op- 
posed to tight. 

1594 Shaks. Rich . Ill \ v. iii. 50 Is my beaver easier ? 1602 
— All's Well v. iii. 278 This womans an easie gloue rny 
Lord, She goes off and on at pleasure. Mod. The coat Is 
an easy fit. An easy pair of slippers. The nut of the screw 
is a little too easy. 

17. Comm, (opposed to tight i) Of a commodity: 
Not much in demand ; hardly maintaining its price. 
Of the state of the market : Not characterized by 
eager demand ; showing little firmness in prices. 

1888 Standard 7 Apr. 2/8 (Trade report) Bacon is easier. 
Mod. The money-market is easy. 

18. In Whist. Honours easy : said when the 
' honours’ are evenly divided. (Merely colloq.i 
the technical phrase is ‘honours divided .) 

1884 Sat. Rev. 26 July 103 If we have the worst of that, 
honours are easy. 

B. adv. In an easy manner. 

1. Without difficulty. Chiefly in compar. or 
superl. ; now colloq. or vulgar. 

1400 in Pol. Rel. § L. Poems u866) 239 For esye he comun 
al esye ho ssuln wende. 1564 Brie/Exam. ***b, Thisthyng 
is easyer . . saide of you, then proued. 1596 Spenser F. Q. 

I. viii. 4 Three miles it might be easie heard. x6oo Shaks. 
Sonn. cix, As easie might I from my selfe depart, As, etc. 
x68o Sir R. Fii.mer Patriarcha iii. § 12 The voice of a 
multitude is easier heard. X768-74 Tucker Lt. Nat. (1852) 

II. 279 The good man can easiest persuade himself that God 
is good. 1823 Byron Juan xiv. lxxxv, A wavering spirit 
may be easier wreck’d. 1871 Smiles Charac. v. (1876) 134 
All the easier led away by bad example. 

+ 2. In a very moderate degree. Obs. 

X475 Bk. Noblesse 72 Many of the officers have be but esy 
vaheable to the defense of youre countre. 

3. Not tightly, with freedom of movement. 

1710 Steele Tatler No. 204 f 2 Fit as easie as any Piece 
of Work. 1820 Keats St. Agnes xli, The bolts full easy 
slide. 

4. colloq. At a leisurely pace, comfortably, without 
much trouble ; in a comfortable position (also 
transf. of a ship). In phr. To take it easy , to make 
oneself comfortable, to do no more than one must ; 
also. To let one off easy , i.e. with a light penalty. 

1779 Forrest Voy. N. Guinea 13 Which kept the vessel’s 
head to the sea, and made her lie easy. 1821 Byron Lett. 
civ. in Moore Life 1833 III. 139 ‘The two dozen’ were with 
the cat-o’-mne tails the ‘ let you off easy ’ was rather his 
own opinion than that of the patient. 1850 Mrs. Stowe 
Uncle Tom's C. xii. 103 Everything was going on quite 
easy and comfortable. 1867 Smyth Sailor's Word-bk. s-v., 
Taking it easy. Neglecting the duty. 1885 Illust. Land. 
News 23 May 539/2 Take my advice, and go easy for a bit, 
b. As word of command. Easy!’, (move) gently ! 
Easy ahead ! : (steam) at a moderate speed ! In 
Boating, Easy all! : stop (rowing) l Hence as sb. 
A short rest. 

1865 ‘ A Don ’ Sketches fr. Cambr. 1x9 Hallo ! easy all! 
Hard word there, Smith ! what does it mean ? 1867 Smyth 
Sailor's Word-bk ., Easy, lower gently. 1883 Mrs. Bishop 
Sk. in Malay Pen. v. in Leisure Hour 193/2 * Easy ahead *, 
shouts the. .captain. i8B$Standardb Mar. 3/7 They reached 
Iffiey lock without an easy. 

C. Comb . a. parasyntbetic, easy-hearted, -hu- 
moured, - priced , - spirited \ - tempered ; b. adver- 
bial, as easy-borrowed, -flowing, -handled, -held, 
-rising, - spoken , -yielding. Also Easy-going. 

1605 Shaks. Learn, iv. 187 A Slaue whose *easie borrowed 
pride Dwels in the fickle grace of her he followes. 1839 J. 
Darley Introd. Beanm. fr FI. Wks. 1839 I. 25 Fletcher's 
liveliness, bustle, his *easy-flowing language . . are sure to 
titillate a mixed audience. 1876 Geo. Eliot Dan. Der. 1 1 . xxv. 
142 One of those *easy-bandled personages. 1634 Milton 
Comus 164, I.. wind me into the ^easy-hearted^ man, And 
hug him into snares. 1591 Shaks. x Hen. VI, v. iii. 139 Her 
*easie held imprisonment. <2x720 Sheffield (Dk. Buckhm.) 
Wks. (1753) II. 177 Tully, the most *easy-humoured and 
facetious man in the world. 1876 Geo. Eliot Dan. Der. II. 
xxv. x 47 The easiest-humoured amateur of luxury. 1593 
Shaks. 3 Hen. VI, 11. i. 17 1 Haue wrought the *easie-melt- 
ing King, like Wax, 1625 K. Long tr. Barclay's A rgenis 
11. xi. 98 There were small hillocks, upon an *easie-rising 
plain. X633 Ford Love's Sacrif. 11. iv, I was a good, cold, 
^easy-spirited man. : 1865 M. Arnold Ess. Crit. i. 10 A 
world, where most of us are plain * easy-spoken people. X822 
W. Irving Braceb . Hall iv. 38 Her ladyship is one of those 
^easy-tempered beings, a x68o Butler Rem. (1759) XIV. 65 
For what does vast Wealth bring, but Cheat . . An *easy- 
troubled Life, and short ? 1597 Daniel Civ. Wares 1. clxi, 
And *easie-yeelding zeale was quickly caught. 

JJ. as sb . ; see B. 4 b. 

+ Ea sy, v- Obs. [f. prec. adj.] a. To make 
easy ; to facilitate, b. To relieve, assist. 

1367 Maplet Gr. Forest 68 Their [cranes’J flight is like a 
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Triangle, sharpe at the ende, and broade aboue, and easied 
therewithal! by one another his helping. 1551 Recorde 
Cast. Know!. (1556151 If I rayght see their forme I shoulde 
be muche easyed in franlynge it. 

Ea*sycliai*r, easy-ebarr. A chair adapted 
for sitting or half reclining in in an easy posture, 
often furnished with arms and padded back, 

T707 Farquhar Beaux ’ Strat, iv. i, Get my easie chair 
down stairs, put the gentleman in it. 1713 Guardian No. 
131 (1756) II. 188 Immersed in the luxury of an easy-chair. 
1855 Macaulay Hist. Eng. IV. 373: His host was confined 
by gout to an easy chair. 1881 Mrs. A. Ellis Sylvestra 
II. 65 He sunk. . into an easy-chair, pipe-and-bottle life. 

Ea'sy-going, ppl a. a. Of a horse : Haying 
an easy gait or step. b. fig. That takes things 
easily ; comfort-loving ; inactive, indolent. _ 

1674 Ch. Court of Rome 7 Let us suppose an easle-going, 
good-natur’d man. 1837 Thackeray R avenswing iii, That 
easy-going cream-coloured ’oss. 1862 Burton BkHiimter 
I. 3 Antiquarianism, which used to bean easy-going slipshod 
sort of pursuit. 1879 Beerbohm Patagonia iii. .36 He is a 
careless, easy-going vagabond, always cheerful. 

Hence Ea^sygo-ingrness. 

1879 Mrs. Houston Wild West 34 The temptation to 
cheat, .owing to the easy-goingness of his master. x88i N. 
F. Nation XXXII. 164 The good-natured easygoingness 
of the then leader of the House of Commons. 

Eat (zt\ v. Ta. t. ate, eat \e% et, ft). Pa. 
pple . eaten (ft’n). Forms: Inf. 1-2 et-, eat-, eati-, 
eotan, 2-4 eat-,eoten, ete(n, (2-3 aeten, 4 etlien, 
3-4 bete, heyt), 4-6 ete, ette, (4 eete, ehyt, 4-5 
eyt(e), 3-7 eate, 6 Sc. eait, eifc, 6- eat. Pa. t . 1-3 
set, (2 seat), 2-4 et(t, 4-6 ete, 3-4 at, (4hete), 4-5 
eet(te, 6-7 eate, 7-9 eat, 6- ate. Pa. pple. 1-5 
eten, 4-5 ete, eete(n, 4-6 etm(e, -un, -yn, ettyn, 
6 Sc. eatin, eittin, 7-9 eat, 8-9 ate, 7- eaten. 
[Common Tent, and OE. elan str. vb. (3rd sing. pr. 
ytt , ietep, pa. t. 1st, 3rd sing. kt, vet. pi. felon, pa. 
pple, eten) — OFris. ita, eta, OS. etan (MDu., Du. 
eten), OHG. ezan, ezzan (MHG. ezzen, mod. G. 
essen), ON. eta (Sw. lit a. Da. ade\ Goth, itan 
OTeut. efan — L. ed-ere, Gr. eS-etv, Ir., Gael, ith, 
Lith. ed-, Skr .ad-. The accentuation of OE. MSS. 
shows that this verb differed, as in Goth, and ON., 
from other verbs of the same conjugation in having 
a long vowel in the pa. t. sing, set, whence the 
mod. eat (ft) ; but , a form set, with short vowel, 
must also have existed, as is proved by the ME; 
form at, mod. ate. The pronunc. (et) is commonly 
associated with the written form ate, but perh. 
belongs rather to eat, with shortened vowel after 
analogy of wk. vbs. read, lead, etc. ; cf, dial. \bet) 
pa, t of beat.] 

I. To consume for nutriment. 

1 , tram. To take into the mouth piecemeal, and 
masticate and swallow, as food ; to consume as 
food. Usually of solids only. 

c 825 Vesp. Psalter xlix. 11 .] 13 Ah ic eotu flesc ferra. c too® 
Ags. Gosp. John vi. 54 Se hsefo ece lif f>e ytt [1160 Hatton 
et j min flsesc. c izoo Trin. Coll. Horn. 181 For |>at {m ete 
bat ieh f>e forboden hadde. ^1250 Gen, 4 * Ex. 337 Sum ^he 
oer at, and sum jhe nam, And bar it to her fere adam. a 1300 
CursorM. (Cott.) 922 J?ou- sal wit . . suinc Win j>at f>ou sal ete 
and drinc. Ibid. 1 x 1 n He hete nabred ne dranc na win. 1382 
Wyclip Isa. xxxvii. 30 Et this 3er that freeli ben sprunge, 
and in the secunde ^er et appelis. C1400 Maundev. ii. (1839) 
11 That Tree that Adam ete the appulle of. c 1420 Liber Co- 
corunt 29 Tho heroun is rosted . . And eton with gynger. 
c 1449 Pecock Repr. 498 The Tacianys. -helden that fleisch 
schulde not be ete. 1508 Fisher Wks. 1. (1876* 56 Ete vn- 
holsome metes, and anone cometh sekenes. 1526 Pilgr. 
per/, (W. de W. 1531 1 174 A synner is not worthy the breed 
that he eateth. 1557 North Gueuards Diall Pr. (1619) 
700/1 In that golden age. .they, .eate rootes for breade and 
fruites for flesh. 1667 Milton P. L. ix. 724 Whoso eats 
thereof forthwith attains Wisdom. 1763 Priv. Lett. Ld. 
Malmesbury I. 93 Whitebait, .are only to be eat at Green- 
wich. i860 Tyndall Glac. 1. § 22. 155 Up to this point I 
had eaten nothing. 

b. Of liquid or semifluid food. Now chiefly 
with reference to soup, or other similar food for 
which a spoon is used. 

1644 Evelyn Mem. (1857) I. 75 We eat excellent cream. 
1691 Ray Creation n. (17041 405, I observed it afterwards 
not only to eat Milk. 1789 Wolcott <P. Pindar) Ep. fall- 
ing Mmis. Wks. 18 12 II. 127 He might have eat his soup. 
*885 Sinnett Karma 1 1 . 36 He began to eat the soup. 

c. In phrases, To have something , enough , little, 
etc. to eat ; formerly also To have to eat , to give 
(a person's to eat. Cf. F. donner a manger. 

In some dialects * something to eat' is the common ex- 
pression for food : ‘ The something to eat at the hotel was 
very good' Sheffield). . 

<^893 K. Alfred Or os. m. xi. § 3 Seo leo bringS his hung- 
regum hwelpum hwa=t to etanne. c 1175 Lamb. Horn. 147 
Mon leuseo his fleis, hwenne he him }efe <5 lutel to etene. 
a 1300 Cursor M. 13501 All bai had i-nogh at ette. 1340 
Hampole Pr, Consc. 6191 Yhe wald nogh’t gyfe me at ete. 
£1380 Wyclip Serm. SeL Wks. I, 17 pei hadden not to ete. 
i6ii Bible 2 Ckron. xxxi. To Wee have had enough to eate. 
1887 Pall Ma.lL G. 13 Oct. 2/2 We had hardly anything to 
eat all the while we were prisoners. 

+ d .fig. To submit to, ‘swallow’ (an insult, 
an injury). Also, To treasure up, ‘ feed upon * 
(thoughts, words, etc.) ; orig, a Biblical idiom. 

1382 Wyclif Jer. xv. 16 Found. ben thi wrdys, and Y eet 
hem £1611 1 did eate them]. 1607 Djekker Sir /. Wyatt 


Wks. 1873 III. 119 Tie eate no wrongs, lets all die, and He 
dye. 1611 Shaks. Wint. T. iv. iv. 185 Hee vtters them as 
he had eaten ballads, and all mens eares grew to his Tunes. 

©. absol. with of in partitive sense. In early 
ME. sometimes with genitive. 

c ioco ASlfkic Gen. iii. 17 For &an. . 5 u sete of Sam treowe. 
C1175 Lamb. Horn. 11 Moyses . . )?es da^es .. nefre ne ete 
mennisses metes, ct 175 Cott. Horn. 241 Se j>e of fese brad 
ett, ne sterfeS he nefer. c 1205 Lay. 18858 Of his breosten 
sculien seten a 5 ele scopes, a 1300 Ctirsor M. 3944 O sinnu 
etes [v.r. etis] neuer juu. c 1380 Sir Feru mb. 5258 Hym- 
self dronke whit wyn & eten of hure vytaile. 1581 Mar- 
Beck Bk. of Notes 108 Finding him eating of an Albrew. 
1611 Bible Ex. xxxiv. 15 Lest .. thou eate of his sacrifice. 
1835 Willis Pencillin^s I. ii. 19 But the rest eat very vo- 
raciously of a loaf of coarse bread. 

2 . Phrases, chiefly transf and fig. 

a. r To eat onds terms : a colloquial phrase for 
‘to be studying for the Bar’; students being re- 
quired to have dined in the Flail of an Inn of 
Court three or more times during each of twelve 
terms before they can be ‘ called 

1834 Macaulay Pitt Misc. (i860) II. 312 He had already 
begun to eat his terms. 1861 Lever One of Them 159 He 
had eaten his terms in Gray's Inn. 

t b. To eat the air ; to be ‘fed upon promises , 
tantalized. Obs. 

1597 Shaks. 2 Hen. IV, 1. in. 28 Who lin’d himself with 
hope, Eating the ayre, on promise of Supply. 

c. To eat one's words : to retract in a humili- 
ating manner. See also Humble pie. 

1571 Golding Calvin on Ps. lxil 12 God eateth not his 
word when he hath once spoken, a 1618 Raleigh Rem. 
(1644) 73 Nay wee’le make you confesse that you were de- 
ceived in your projects, and eat your own words. 1679 
Hist, fetzer 35 He. . began to boggle, and would fain have 
eaten his words. 1725 Ramsay Gentle Sheph. iv. i, Ye lied 
auld roudes, — and, in faith, had best Eat in your words. 
1806-7 J. Beresford Miseries Hum. Life (1826' vti. xli, 
Unguarded words, which, as soon as you have uttered 
them, you would die to eat. 1837 Sir F, Palcrave Merch. 
<$• Friar 1 1844) Ded. 7 Quoting one’s own books is next 
worst to eating one’s own words. 

d. f To eat iron, a sword : to be stabhed (obs.). 
To eat stick : a mod. orientalism for ‘ to be beaten*. 

15.. Hickscorner in Hazl. Dodsley \. 168 The whoreson 
shall eat him [i.e. the dagger], as far as he shall wade. 1594 
Contention betw. Lancaster <$• York 1. 1843) 63 lie make 
thee eate vron like an As t ridge. 1862 W. M. Thomson 
Land 4* Bk. 319 , 1 frequently hear them say of one who has 
been bastinadoed on the soles of his feet, that he has eaten 
fifty or five hundred sticks. 1865 Spectator 4 Feb. 122 The 
uncivilized freedom in which they could do as they liked, 

* eating stick ’ included. 

e. In certain Biblical Flebraisms ; To eat the 
fruit of one's own doings ; to receive the reward of 
one’s actions ; To eat the good of the land, etc. 

1611 Bible Prov. xiii. 2 A man shall eate good by the 
fruit of his mouth. — Isa. iiL 10 They shall eate the 
fruit of their doings. 

f. To cat earth : a colonial expression for ‘ to 
possess oneself of land * ; cf. earth-hunger . 

1882 Times 8 Apr. 9/5 A man {in Australia] can eat as 
much earth as he likes for 5 s. to xos. a square mile. 

3 . intr. To consume food, take a meal. 

c 825 Vesp. Psalter xxi[i]. 26 Eata <5 Searfan and bi <5 ?;e- 
fylled. c 1000 Ags. Ps. lxxvii[i], 29 Swi&e a: tan and sade 
wurdan. CI175 Cott. Horn. 223 (HioJ seat and 3iaf hire 
were, and he set. c 1205 Lay. 13456 For aile heo sculden 
aeten [1275 heote] ther. c 1250 Gen. 4 Ex, 1779 Bor-on 
he eten bliSe and gla& c 1325 Coer de L. 3497 Whenne 
they hadde eeten, the cloth was folde. a 1340 Hampole 
Psalter xxl 27 Pe pore sail ete & (?ai sail be fild. c 1400 
A pot. Loll. 93 We)>er het or drynk . . do all Hingis in )?e 
name of our Lord. 1483 Cath. Angl. 118 To Ete, epulari. 
1526 Tindai.e Acts xi. 3 Thou wentest in unto men uncir- 
cumcised and atest with them. 1563 Foxe A. 4- M. (1684) 
III, 905 Now we cannot eat, unless we gnaw with our 
Teeth, a 1678 Marvell Wks. IIL 457 He had not eat since 
the day before at noon. 1687 Shadwell Juvenal 23 He 
does forget, .his Friends Face, with whom last Night he 
Eat. 1774 Golds m. Nat. Hist. (1776) IV. 46 They eat and 
sleep at proper intervals like all other quadrupedes. 1856 
Emerson Eng. Traits, Wealth Wks. (Bohn) II. 74 There 
should be temperance, .in eating. 

b. 7o eat well : to have a good appetite ; also, 
to keep a good table, be an epicure. So also f To 
eat ill : to be badly fed. 

1677 E arl Orrery Art of War 1 6 The Peasant . . eats and 
lodges worse than the Citizen. 1709 Addison Tatler No. 
148 f 9 Who is a great Admirer ot the French Cookery, and 
(as the Phrase isi eats well. 

C. Coast, f on, upon (a kind of food). Cf. to 
dine on, feed on ; also 1 e. Also const, from, off, 
f in (gold, china, etc.). 

1605 Shaks. Macb. 1. iii. 84 Have we eaten on the insane 
Root, That takes the Reason Prisoner? 1607 Topsell 
Four f. Beasts 361 [He] did eat upon Cakes made with meal 
and hony, . 1625 Pu rchas Pilgrimes ii. 1474 Hee alwayes 
eates in priuate among his women vpon great varietie of 
excellent dishes. 1642 C’tess Sussex in 7 th Rep. Comm, 
Hist. MSS. (1879), I am loth . . to eat in pewter yet, but 
truly I have, put up most of my plate. 1735 Pope Ep. Lady 
82 Yet on plain pudding deign'd at home to eat. 

4 . quasi tram, uses of 3. 

a. with obj. followed by adj. or prep. : To 
affect in a certain way by eating : e.g. 'To eat one- 
self sick, into a sickness; to eat (a person) out of 
house and home (i.e. to ruin him by eating up his 
resources ) ; of animats : To eat the ground bare* 

a 1300 Cursor M. 4574 In }?at medu sa lang >ai war pat 


etten j>ai had it erthe bare. 1597 Shaks. 2 Hen. IV, n j 
80 All I haue, he hath eaten me out of house and home* 
1712 Arbuthnot John Bull ■ 1755' 53 John’s family was like 
to be eat out of house and home. 1807 Anna Porter 
Hnngar. Bro. v. You would not deny me my dinner, be- 
cause I might eat myself into an apoplexy. 1832 Ht. Mar- 
tineau Life in Wilds iv. 54 They would soon eat us* out of 
house and home. 

b. To eat its head off: said of an animal that 
costs more for food than it will sell for. 

1736 Byrom Jrnl 4- Lit. Rem . (1856) II. 1. 35 The eating 
his head off means that he would eat as much hay and corn 
as he was worth, i860 Trollope Framley P. xiv. 277 A 
gentleman .. does not like to leave him [a good horse] 
eating his head off. 1877 E. Peacock N.-W. Line. Gloss. 
(E. D, S.), Cattle which have been bought at a loss are said 
to eat their heads off. 

C. To eat one's fill : to eat until satisfied. 

CXI7S Lamb. Horn. 53 pe tadde , . neure ne mei itimien to 
eten hire fulle. a 1300 Cursor M. 12947 BIdd piv stanes be 
bred to will, And sipen mai bou ete bi fill. i6n Bible Lev, 
xxv. 19 Ye shall eat your fill, and dwell therein in safetie, 
1737 Pope Hor, Epist. 11. ii. 323 You’ve play'd, and lov’d, 
and eat, and drunk, your fill. 

5 . intr . with pass, force (chiefly with adj. or 
adv.) : To have a certain consistence or flavour 
when eaten. 

1601 Shaks. A Hs Well 1. i. 175 Like one of our French 
wither’d peares . . it eates drily. 1607 Topsell Fourf. 
Beasts 36 Being dressed they eat like Barbies. 1682 J. 
Collins Making Salt Eng. 6 A Chine of this Beef. .Eat 
with a savour like Marrow. 17 66 Goldsm. Vicar IV, xvi. 
(1857) 96 If the cakes at tea eat short and crisp. 

6. To cause to be eaten, 
fa. (See quot.) 

1784 Twamley Dairying 71 Cheese, .that will spend well, 
or according to the common Phrase, will eat Bread well. 

b. To have (a crop, etc.) eaten ; to give up ' v to 
animals) to be eaten. Const, with. 

1601 Weever Mirr. Mart. F iij, Their dead with dogs 
Hircanians do eate. 1799 J- Robertson Agric. Perth 218 
A custom of eating his nay, sometimes, with sheep, close to 
the ground. 1868 Perthshire Jrnl. 18 June, The pasture 
. . he intended to eat with sheep. 

% V. U. S. slang. To provide with food. 
a i860 Pickings fr. Picayune 47 (Bartlett*, I was told you'd 
give us two dollars a day and eat us. Mod. I can eat you 
and drink you, but I can’t sleep you. 

II. To destroy by devouring. 

8 . trans ; To devour, consume (as a beast of 
prey); to prey upon; to feed destiuctively upon 
(crops, vegetation) ; transf. to ravage, devastate. 
lit. and fig. 

^950 Lindisf. Gosp. John x. 10 Deaf ne cymes buta ]>aet te 
gestele & eteS [V. mac let] & losaA a 1300 E. E. Psalter 
(M&tz.), pei ete [V. comederuut] Jacob, ilka lim, And un- 
roned pe stede of him. a 1300 CursorM, 22862 Men . . Wit 
hundes eten mast parti. ^1340 Hampole Psalter xxi. 
21 Saf me pat deuel ete me noght. 1594 Shaks. Rich. 
Ill , 1. ii. 65 Or Earth gape open wide, and eate him quicke, 
1611 Bible Ex. x, 12 That they may . . eate every hefbe of 
the land. 1730 Pope Ep. Bathurst 196 The gaunt mastiff 
. .Affrights the beggar whom he longs to eat. 1863 Kings- 
ley Water-bob. 8 Monsters who were in the habit of eating 
children. Mod. He went to Africa, and got eaten by a lion, 
t b. To absorb (time) wastefully. Obs. 

1598 Marston Pigmal. iii. 147 His ruffe did eate more 
time in neatest setting Then Woodstocks worke in painfull 
perfecting. 

C. To eat one's (owW heart : to suffer from silent 
grief or vexation. Also in Biblical phrase, To eat 
one' s own flesh : said of an indolent person. 

1596 Spenser F. Q. 1. ii. 6 He could not rest ; but did his 
stout heart eat. 1611 Bible Eccles. iv. 5 The foole foldeth 
his hands together, and eateth his owne flesh. 1850 Tenny- 
son In Mem. evili. 3, I will not eat my heart alone. _ 1879 
Farrar St. Paul I, 333 Eating away their own hearts in the 
consciousness of an ineffectual protest. 

9 . trans. Of small animals : To gnaw, pierce, 
wear away by gnawing. 

x6n Bible Acts xti. 23 Hee was eaten of wormes and gave 
up the ghost, 1793 Smeaton Edystone L. § 61 note, It is 
not uncommon for the timber of ships to be eat by the worm 
under the copper sheathing, c 1822 Beddoes Alfarabi 
Poems 137 Many a wrinkled sun Ate to the core by 
worms. 

10 . transf* Of slow and gradual action, as of 
frost, rust, cancerous or similar disease, chemical 
corrosives, the waves, etc. Const, into (the result). 

*555 Eden Decades W. Ind. iii. ix. (Arb.) 177 It is eaten 
& indented with two goulfes. 1579 Lyly Enphues (Arb.) 
100 The Rose though a lyttle it be eaten with the canker. 
1691 1 '. H[ale] Acc. New Invent. 12 The Dreadnought's 
Rudder-Irons being, .so eaten, as not to be fit for her being 
adventured to Sea again with them. 1796 Coleridge 
Destiny of Nat. Wks. I. 199 His limbs The silent frost had 
eat, scathing like fire. 1819 J. Hodgson in J. Raine Mem. 
(1857) 1 * 265 The cliffs chalky and stratified, like those of 
Marsden, eaten into caves. .■ 
b. absol. 

1610 Markham Master/. 11. clxxiii. 484 Arsnlck. .hindeth; 
eateth, and fretteth, being a very strong corrosiue, 1677 
Moxon Meek, Exerc. < 1703 242 Being washed three or four 
times, it Bites or Eats not, but dries quickly. 1693 W. 
Robertson Phraseol. Gen . 520 To. eat as rust doth, rodere. 
To eat as a canker doth, corrodere. 1823 Lamb Elia Ser. 
11. vii. (1865 > 280 His disease was a scrofula, which appeared 
to have eaten all over him. 

'{* c. fig. Of passions, grief, etc. : To ‘ devour’, 
torment. Cf. eat up 18. Obs. 

c iobo Ags. Gosp. John it. 17 Pines huses anda me^et 
[c 1160 Hatton ettj. a 1225 St. Marker. 17 For onde that 


EAT, 


23 


EATH, 


et ever ant aa ure heorte. a 1300 Cursor M. 23280 Enst and 
Jhete, pat ipenli pair hertes ete. 

11. To make (a hole, a passage) by fretting or 
corrosion. With cognate obj. To eat one’s {its) 
•way. lit. and Jig. 

1697 Dryden Virg. Georg, in. 843 The slow creeping Evil 
eats his way, Consumes the parching Limbs, and makes 
the Life his Prey. 1^62-yi H. Walpole Ver Cue's A need. 
Paint. V. 138 Something like a figure eaten into the barril. 
1856 Kane A ret. Expi. I. xxvi. 344 The long canal which 
the running waters have eaten into the otherwise unchanged 
xce. 1878 Huxley Physiagr. 138 Little water-courses may 
be eaten out of solid rock by a running stream. 

12. intr. To make a way by gnawing or corro- 
sion; lit. and fig. Const, into , through. 

1606 Shaks. Tr. # Cr. m. iii. 136 How one man eates into 
anothers pride. <21656 Bp. Hall Pern. IVks. (1660) 180 The 
canker, .eats through the cheek. 2697 Dryden Virg. Georg. 
in. 674 Searching Frosts have eaten thro’ the Skin. 1780 
Cowper Table Talk 8 Strange doctrine this ! that .. eats 
into his [the warrior’s] bloody sword like rust. 1837 J. H. 
N ewm an Par. Semi . ed. 2) III. xxii. 365 Has not the desire 
of wealth so eaten into our hearts ? 1861 Bright India , Sp. 
19 Mar. (1876) 61 Anticipation . . more likely to eat into the 
heart of any man. 

13. Naut. trans. and intr. (See quots.) 

1769 Falconer Diet. Marine (1789 , Sourdre au vent , to 
hold a good wind; to claw or eat to windward. 1867 
Smyth Sailor s Word-bk ., Eating the wind out of a vessel, 
applies to very keen seamanship, by which the vessel., 
steals to windward of her opponent. 

III. Combined with adverbs. (All trans.) 

14. Bat away. To remove, destroy by gradual 
erosion or corrosion, lit. and fig. 

1538 Starkey England ii. 46 They be as hyt were etyn 
away. 1815 Elphinstone Acc. Caubul (1842) I. 147 The 
river .. frequently eats away its banks. 1853 Phillips 
Rivers Yorksh. i. 8 Carbonic acid eats away the limestone. 
1858 Hawthorne Fr. ty It. Jrnls. II. 286 The sun still eats 
away the shadow inch by inch. 

15. Bat in. fa. To take into the mouth and 
eat ; fig. to consider, ‘ inwardly digest’. Also, to 
consume, waste away (ols.). b. To ‘bite in’ 
with acid, etch. 

C1340 Cursor M. App. ii. 20527 pe appel of a tre that 
adam toke & ete it Inne, 1603 Florio Montaigne (1632) 
133 That their very skin, and quicke flesh is eaten in and 
consumed to the bones. C1620 Z. Boyd Zion’s F towers 
(1855) 125 What I have said, I'le neither lesse nor more, 
Nowe eate it in. 

18. Eat off. To take off or remove by eating. 

1640 Fuller Joseph's Coat viii. (1867) 182 Some thieves 
have eat off their irons, .with mercury water. 

17. Bat out. a. = to bite out. 

1858 Trollope Dr. Thome I. 267, I suppose I ought to 
eat my tongue out, before I should say such a thing. 

b. To exhaust eatables or pasture in (a place). 

1865 Carlyle Fredk. Gt. VI. xv. xi, 71 But, in the mean 

while, he is eating - out these Bohemian vicinages. 1887 
Pall Mall G. 30 Mar. 6/1 Wyoming is a natural grazing 
country . . and to suppose that it can be ‘ eaten out y in ten 
years or a generation is to suppose an impossibility. 

c. To destroy as a parasite or a corrosive. 
Also fig. 

x6x6 [see 18 b], <*2656 Bp. Hall Breath. Devout Soul 
(1851) 165 Yet, when we have all done, time eats us out at 
the last. 2656 Dugard Gate Lat. Uni V 103. 33 Yvie clam- 
bering over trees, eateth them out. 1664 Power Exp. 
Philos. 1. 74 A little of the said oyl . . presently eats ^ out 
the Colour. .1677 Yarranton Engl. Imprav. 146 The 
cheapness of these Threds will eat out the very Spin- 
ning in most parts of England. 

d. To encroach upon (space, formerly also time) 
belonging to something else. 

a 1716 South Serm. 1717)' V. 67 No . . Business of State 
ate out his times of Attendance in the Church. 2865 
Dickens M ut. Fr. 11. iv. I. 197 A certain handsome room bn 
the ground floor, eating out a 'back-yard. 

e. Mining. (See quo,t.) 

2851 Coal-tr. Terms Northumbld. <5- Dtirh. 25 Eat. out, this 
expression Is applied when a level coal drift is turned to the 
dip, in order to take advantage of (or * eat out’) a rise hitch. 

18. Eat up. a. To consume completely, eat 
without leaving any ; to devour greedily. Also fig. 

IS35 Coverdale Bel 22 Ate vp soch thinges as were vpon 

altare. 2583 Stubbes A not. A bus. n. 27 By this meanes 
rich men eate vp poore men, as beasts eate vp grasse. 2816 
Jane Austen Emma ii. The wedding-cake was all ate up. 
1873 Browning Red Cott. N-Cap C. 1472 Monsieur Leonci 
Miranda ate her up with eye-devouring. 

b. To devastate, consume all the food in (a 
country) ; to consume all (a person’s) provisions 
or resources; to ruin (a person) for one's own. 
benefit Also (in mod. use) of nations : T o absorb, 
annex rapaciously (neighbouring territories). 

26x6 Hieron Whs. I. 589 Goe not from the church, to 
eate out & to eate vp one another in the market, by fraud 
& cruelty. 17x3 Burnet Own Times 1 1823) I. 423 ''He set 
as many soldiers upon him, as should eat him up in a night. 
1721 De Foe Mem. Cavalier (X840) 158 The Scots were sent 
home, after having eaten up two counties, 2722 Wollaston 
Relig. Nat. vii. 146 Others , . would not fail to make them- 
selves greater or stronger by eating up their neighbours. 
2879 Troupe Caesar v. 42 On they swept eating up the 
country, 2884 Graphic 4 Oct. 342/2 The Boers . . will 
gradually ‘ eat-up’ all the surrounding territories, as they 
are now ‘eating-up’ Zululand. 

; e. fig. To absorb wastefully ; to have a destruc- 
tive effect upon ; to consume (time, money, etc.). 

2680 Allen Peace «$• Unity Pref. 54 Hath eaten up the 
Comfort of love in a great measure. 2722 Steele Sped. 
No. 6 ? 4 The Affectation of being Gay and in Fashion, has 


very near eaten up our good Sense and our “Religion. 1776 
Adam Smith IV. N. (1869) II. v. ii. 416 Whose salaries may 
eat up the greater part of the produce of the tax. X840 
Marry at Poor Jack xxxv. The sun had so much power., 
that it eat up the wind. 1856 Miss Yonge Daisy Chain 1, 
xviii. (1879) 179, I got a bit of Sophocles that was so hor- 
ridly hard, it ate up all my time. 

d. To absorb, assimilate the ideas of (a writer). 

2361 Daus tr. Bulliuger on Apoc. (1573) 238 We say in 

Dutch, He hath eaten Galen or Priscian quyte vp, that is 
to say, he hath learned them by hart, 1865 Masson Rec. 
Brit. Philos. 281 Kant ate up all Hume, and redigested him, 

e. Of passions : To ‘ consume’, absorb (a per- 
son). Of diseases, troubles, etc. : To wear out 
the life of (a person). Chiefly in pass . ; const. 
with (pride, selfishness, etc. ; a disease, debts, etc.), 

2604 Shaks. Oth. hi. iii. 391, I see, you are eaten vp with 
Passion. 17x2 Addison Sped. No. 494 I* 1 The saint was. . 
generally eaten up with spleen and melancholy. 1751 Jor- 
tin Serm. U771) I. vi. 109 Nehemiah found the people . . 
eaten up with debts. 2799 in Nicolas Disp. Nelson (1845) 
III. 316 The garrison is . . eat up with the scurvy. 18x3 
Jane Austen Pride < 5 r Prej. v. 15 He is eat up with pride. 

f f. To elide or slur over (syllables) in pro- 
nunciation. Ohs. rare. [So. Fr. mangerl\ 

1585 Jas. \ Ess. Poesie (Arb.) 57 Sa is the hinmest lang 
syllabe jhe hinmest fute, suppose there be vther short sylla- 
bis behind it, quhilkis are eatin vp in the pronounceing, and 
na wayis comptit as fete. 

IV. The verb-stem in comb, with obj.: eat- 
all, a glutton ; + eat-flesh, transl. L. sarcophagus , 
Gr. crapKocfxxyos the name of a kind of stone which 
had the property of consuming the flesh of corpses 
laid in it (see Sarcophagus). 

1398 Florio, Pamphago , the name of adogge, as one would 
saie a rauener, an eate-ail. 5884 C. Power in Genii. Mag. 
Feb. 121 Idle people in the community do nothings and 
eat-alls. 1632 Sherwood, An eate-flesh, sarcophago. 

t Eat, sb. Obs. Forms: 1-3 set, 2-4 ete, (2 
hete), 3 at, 4 ethe, 7 eat. [Com. Teut. : OE. 
set = OFris. tt, OS. dt , OHG. dx, ON. ^:~OTeut. 
*&to-m, f. ablaut-stem of *ctan to Eat. In later 
use perh. the vb.-stem used subst.] 

1 . That which is eaten, food, 

<2x000 Guthlac 708 (Gr.) Oft he him aete heold. c iooq 
A£lfric On O. T. in Sweet A gs. Reader 60 Moyses . . setes 
ne gimde on eallum Sam fyrste. c 1175 Lamb. Horn. 109 
On monie wisen mon mei wurchen elmessan, on ete and on 
wete. c 1200 Ormin 11640 Adam .. Bjswikenn wass j>urrh 
aste. 1340 Ayenb. 248 Vor be to moche drinke and ethe 
sterfp moche volk. 1609 Beaum. & Fl. Scorn/. Lady n. 
70 Thou art cold of constitution, thy eat unhealthfuL 

2 . The action of eating ; a meal. 
cxoooAgs.Ps. Iviifix]. 15 (Gr.) Hi to mteut gewitaS. a 1200 

Moral Ode 258 in Cott. Horn. 175 po pe sungede muchel a 
drunke and an ete. ri2oo Trin. Coll. Horn. 63 pe lichames 
festing is wiStiging of estmetes . . and untimliche etes. Mod. 
Scotch, Gude to the eat= good to the taste. 

Eat, Sc. variant of Oat. 

Eatable t rtab’i), a. and sb. [f. Eat v. + -able.] 

A. adj. That may be eaten, suitable for food ; 
edible, esculent. 

1483 Cath. Angl. 118 Eteabylle, comessibilis. 1551 Tur- 
ner Herbal 1. (1568) ML v b, The eatable cucumbre pepon 
that is to saye rype, is of a fyne substance. 1579 Fulke 
Heskitis ’ Park 306 The crosse make th our Lordes fleshe 
layde vpon it eatable of men. ? 1690 Consid. Raising Money 
15 To lay a Home-Excise upon things eatable and drinkable. 
2756-7 tr. Key sleds Trav. (2760) IV. 8 Bread mixed with 
sea-water . . in time becomes so bitter as not to be eatable. 
1863 Lyell Antiq. Man 13 The common eatable oyster. 

B. sb. That which may be eaten ; an article of 
food. Chiefly in pi. 

1672 Petty Pol. Anat , 362 More eatables were exported 
anno 1664, than 1641. 1719 De Foe, Crusoe (1840) II. ii. 46 
Bread or other eatables. 1726 Berkeley in Fraser Lifeiv. 
(1871) 137 Whether a minor be not chargeable for eatables 
and wearables. 18.. L an dor Wks. (1868). II. 82 tVe had 
brought no eatable with us but fruit and thin inurzopane. 
1870 Beerbohm Patagonia xv i. 242 Till.. all the drinkables 
and eatables in Pedro’s shop had disappeared. 

Hence Ea-tableiiess ; also Eatabi-Iity, nonce-wct. 
1795 Southey Letters fr. Spain (1799) I1: 3 P-’ s theory 
of the eatability of cats. 1823 Ann. Reg. 1822 Chron. 518 
Water-cresses, of the eatableness of which the Persians 
appeared totally ignorant. 

Eatage (f'tedg). north, dial. [f. Eat v. + -age ; 
cf. Eddjsh, which may have been confused.] ' 

1 . Grass available only for grazing; esp. the 
aftermath, or growth after the hay is cut. Also 
with some defining word, as after-, spring. \ winter. 

X641 Best Farm. Bks. (1856) 129 Three landes in the 
Carre at i6y. 8 d. a lande without the eatage. 1723 Lond, 
Gaz. No. 6209/4 The Winter Eatage . . arising from .. 
West Inggs. x784“-i825 A. Young Ann., Agric. XIX. 313 
in Old Country IVds. (J£. D. S.) There is no grass that will 
bring so heavy a crop of hay [as clover and rye-grass] and 
that after an early, spring eatage. 1797 Burns Eccl. Law 
III. 469 The after-mowth. or after-eatage. Ibid. 477 Cattle 
. . put and kept upon the same land, .for the spring eatage. 
1863 Mrs. Toogood Yorksh. Dial., The eatage of the Lanes 
of the Township will be let by ticket. 1877 Justice Lush 
in Law Rep. Queen’s £, II. 449 The winter eatage of 
the tenement. \ ^ f 

2 . The right of using for pasture. 

i8«J7 C. B. Robinson Gloss. Best’s Farm. Bks. ■ (1856) 284 
An increased charge being made for eatage of the fogge. 
1869 Fall Mall G. 6 Sept. 5 It is the eatage of the straw 
rather than the straw itself which belongs to the off-going 
tenant. 1885 East Cumbrld. News 18 July, To be sold, 
eatage of fog. 


f Ea't-bee. Obs. An English name for the 
Merops apiaster t (sometimes wrongly identified 
with the Wood-pecker.) Cf. Bee-eater. 

fxS73 Cooper Thesaur., Apiastra Aulcula est, Seruius, 
Eadem quse merops, auis Germaniae ignota. Long© enim 
errant, quas picum viridem interpretantur.] 2608 Topseli. 
Serpents 646 Divers living creatures are nourished by., 
honey; as the bear .. the woodpecker or eat-bee. 16x1 
Cotgr., Guespier, a Wood wall, Wood-pecker, Eat-bee (a 
little bird). ^ 1693 W. Robertson Phraseol. Gen. 520 An 
eat-bee, a bird ; apias ter, merops. 
fEat-bill. ? Blundered form of prec. Obs. 

2598 Florio, Grallo » a woodpecker, or eate-bill, or wit- 
wall. 

Eatelie. Also 7 ©itch. Sc. form of Adze. 

26x1 Rates (Jam.) Eitches for cowpers, the dozen iti/.xfiar. 
18x8 Scott Br. Lamm, xxv, ‘ Let me hae a whample at 
him wi’ mine eatche— that’s aV 
Eatelieh, var. of Atelich a„ Obs. frightful. 
Eaten (f-t’n), ppl. d. [pa. pple. of Eat v .] 

1 . Consumed as food ; devoured. 

2599 Minsheu Span . Gram. 80 Eaten bread is forgotten. 
2636 D ugard Gate Lat. Uni. 1 862. 271 Half-eaten morsels, 
and other scraps. 2864 Swinburne Atalania Thou whose 
mouth Looks red from the eaten fruits of thine own womb. 

2 . Gnawed, corroded, ulcerated. Cf. Moth-, 
Worm-eaten. 

1381 Sidney Apol. Poeirie (Arb.) 31 Old Mouse-eaten 
records. 1607 Topsell Four-f. Beasts 401 The aforesaid 
eaten or lanced wounds. 

Eater (rtsi). Also 1-5 eter(e, 5 etar. [f. 
Eat v. + -ER.] One who eats; also with up, a 
consumer, devourer, and with object sb. pre- 
fixed, as bread - , fiesh-eater. 

a 1000 Prov.xB (Bosw. ) Eteras, cammessa tores, xypoAyenh. 
47 Ase bye]? mochele drinkeres and eteres. 1483 Caxton 
Gold . Leg. 267/2 Thou etar of porrete wene thou to take me 
out of mynhows? 1483 Cath. Angl. 1x8 An Eter, comestor. 
2535 Coverdale Ezek. xxxvl 13 Thou art an eater vp of 
men, and a waister of thy people. 2625-6 Shirley Maids ’ 
Rev. in. ii, Do I look like a spider-catcher, or toad-eater ? 
1710 Fuller Tatter No. 2051? 2, jl] always speak of them 
with the Distinction of the Eaters, and the Swallowers, 
1807 Sir R.^ ^Wilson Jrnl. 7 June fife (1862) II. viii. 253 We. 
slept like pudding-eaters. 2837 J. H. Newman Par. Serm. 
(1842) VI. vii. 95 It severs the fruit from the eater. 
fig. 1829 E. Elliott Viii. Patriarch Notes 179 Unless 
the bread-tax-eaters can be induced to convene. 

b. with adj, prefixed, as great, moderate , etc. 

1796 Morse Amer. Geog. II. 37 They are great eaters, 

1809 Jas. Moore Camp. Spain 62 He [Sir John Moore] was 
a very plain and moderate eater. 1865 Carlyle Fredk. Gt. 
III. viii. v. 43 He is no great eater. 

c. transf. Of chemical corrosives. 

x6io Markham Masterp. 11. exxx. 432 Litergie, or lime, in 
lye, . . a,re likewise very violent and strong eaters. 

Hence Ea'tress [see -ess], a woman who eats. 
2834 Beckford Italy, II. 244, I never beheld eaters or 
eateresses lay about them with greater intrepidity. 2840 
New Month. Mag. LIX. 312 In a salon filled with the in- 
satiable eaters and eatresses of macaroni. 

Eath, eitll (ffi, Tp), a. and adv. Obs. exc. Sc. 
Forms : 1-3 eatS(e, e^S(©, 1-4 ej>(e, 3-6 et^e, 
3 sdp, ei* 8 , ©itht, ith, iepe, ype, 4-5 ©yth, (4 
eep, eeth, © 5 ath.©), 6 eattie, 6 - eath, Sc. eith. 
[OE. /ape adv. = OS. S&o easily, perhaps, OHG, 
6 do perhaps (also in un-Sdo ‘ with difficulty’) 
OTeut. *aupd ; the combining form eap- «= ON w 
aud-, as in ' aud-gprr easy to do. Of the adj. the 
normal OE. form is iepe,yfe (also used as adv.) 
«0S. biti easy, OHG. ddi easy, possible WGer. 
*aup/o-z; perh. the word was orig. an -u stem, 
which would account; for the . existence of the form 
eaf(e without umlaut. The OE. compar. degree 
of the adv. was iep, Sp, but there is no distinct 
evidence of its survival into ME. 

It has been disputed whether the present word is related 
to OHG. 6di, MHG. dde, cede. mod.G. Sde , ON. auftr, 
Goth, aups (?or aupeis , aupus). desert, uninhabited, empty. 
The sense offers no valid objection to the connexion of the 
words, as the notion of * empty * might give rise both to 
that of * desert ’ and to that of * free from difficulties 

A. adj. 

1. Of an action : Easy, not difficult. 
c 2200 Ormin 19673 And Crist wass aep to wltenn patt 
Forr Crist wat alle pingess. <2x300 Cursor M. 18385 Of 
eldrin men pai mette wit tuin, pat J>ai war aid was eth 
[v. r. ith] to se. c 1340 Gaw. 4* Gr. Knt. 676 To fynde hys 
fere vpon folde, in fayth is not ej>e. 2373 Barbour Bruce 
xvn. 454 It wes nocht eyth till ta the toune. 1398 Trevisa 
Barth. De P. R. vi. xxi, In olde men abstinence of mete is 
eth and esy. 1523 Douglas AEneis Exclamatioun 28 Far 
eithar is. -Ane othir sayaris faltis to spy and note, Than 
hut offence or fait thame self to wryte. c 1579 Mont- 
gomerie Navigation. 200 To the Porte of Leith : To come 
right in, we thoght it very eith. 1647 H. More Cupid’s 
Confl. xiii, And eath it was, since they’re So near a kin. 
1748 Thomson Cast. Indol. i. lxxiv, To stir him from his 
traunce it was not eath^ 1821 Mrs. Wheeler App. Cum- 
brld, Dial. 20 E’en yet its eith to trace A guilty conscience 
in my blushing feace. 186a Hislob Prop. Scotl. 55 Eith 
working when will’s at hame. ■ 

b. Of a passage, etc. : That may be travelled 
with ease, not rough. 

Beowulf 228 (Gr.) Wedera leode . , gode pancedon pass 
]>e him yplade ea 3 e wurdon. *§79 Spenser Sheph. Cal. 
July 90 Hereto, the hilles bene nigher heauep, and thence 
the passage ethfe. 2627. P. Fletcher Locusts 1. ix» Hels yrpa 
gates to every guilty soule yeelds entrance eath. . 

25 


EATHE, 


EAVES, 


2 . Of the object, means, or method of an action ; 
Making slight resistance ; presenting few difficul- 
ties; ~ Easy. Const, inf*, usually active in form 
but passive in sense. 

at 225 Juliana 57 Wenest tu fat we heon se eS to biwi- 
helin? a 1*40 Wohunge in Cott. Ham . 279 Pouerte wi<$ 
menske is eao for to j?olien. 1297 R. Glouc. (18201 327 He 
was symple & myldore, & ef> to ouercome, c 1374 Chaucer 
Troy ms v. 849 He was ethe ynough to maken dwelle. c 1400 
Rom. Ease 3955 A foole is eyth to bigyle. <7x450 Henry- 
son Mar. Fab. 58 The Bairne is eith to buske that is vn- 
bome. 1532 More Confut. Tindale Wks. 382/x, . I woulde 
euery other thinge wer as ethe to mend as thys is. #1535 
— Wks. 83 For as saint Poule saith, y fleshly sinnes be 
etb toperceiue. 1632 Sanderson Serm. 323 A great moun- 
taxne is eath to be seene. 1691 Ray N. C. Wards Coll. 23 
It is eath to do, i. e. Easie. 1847-8 H. Miller First Impr. 
xiv. (18571 235 One of our old Scotch proverbs [says] God’s 
bairns are eath to lear, i.e. easily instructed. 

f b. Of a person : Easy to be entreated, gentle ; 
in ME. with genit, eM modes gentle of mood. Also, 
Ready, susceptible ; const, inf Obs. 

c 1250 Gen. $ Ex. 2249 God hunne him e$i-modes ben. 
1596 Spenser F. Q. iv. vi. 40 Her gentle hart . . More eath 
was new impression to receive. 

f8. Comfortable, at ease, free from pain. 

c 1205 Lay. 2234 E 5 him wes on heorten. Ibid. 8178 pa 
wes his hurte seoe, Ibid. 1250 po was he pe epere. 

B. adv. Easily, without difficulty. 

a xooo Baeth . Metr. ix. 54 He wel meahte Past unriht him 
c< 5 e forbiodan. a xooo Andreas 425 (Gr.) God ea<Je mseg 
heafooliSendum helpe gefremman. c 1x75 Cott. Ham. 219 He 
wolde and eaSe mihte bien his sceoppinde 3elic. a xzoo 
Moral Ode 284 in Cott. Horn. 177 Iepe he muwen ben 
of-drad pe hine sculled bi-helde. <21225 Ancr. R. 62 A- 
blinde pe heorte, heo is t 3 ouercumen, & ibrouht sone 
mid sunne to grunde. a 1300 K. Horn 61 So fele Kitten 
ype Bringe hem pre to dipe. a 1300 Cursor M. 11219 
Moght he not pan . . Be born vte of a maiden eth At pe 
time o nine moneth ? c 1315 Shoreham 7 Wel e^athe, 
God thorwe miracles ketheth hit A-lyve and eke a-dethe. 
<7x460 Towns ley Myst. 193 Ooneworde myght thou speke 
ethe. 2538 Starkey England 1. ii. § 6 (1871) 32 We may 
the. .ether also avoyd thys ignorance, xfioo Fairfax Tasso 
x. xlii. 187 Who thinkes him most secure is eathest shamed. 
4:1774 Fergusson Rising 1 of Sess. Poems (1845) 28 Eith 
can the pleugh-stilts gar a chiel Be unco vogie Clean to lick 
aff his crowdie-meaL x86a Hislop Pros). Scotl. 54 Eith 
learned, soon forgotten. 

C. Eath- in Comb. 

1 . Forming adjs. (which did not survive beyond 
14th c.), the final element being f. the stem of 
a verb: ©$bete [see Beet z>.] } easy to amend; 
elffele [see Feel v.], easily felt ; epgete [see 
Get vi], easily obtained ; etSlete [see Let v. 1 , and 
cf. OE. earfodlmle emitted with difficulty], easily 
dismissed, lightly esteemed ; eftluke [see Louk v,], 
easily pulled; eiSsene [see Sene a., See vi], easy 
to see ; epwinne [see Win ».], easy to win. 

£ 1200 firm. Coll. Horn. 63 pat we hauen agilt her biforen 
. . buS *e$bete gif hie us sore riewe< 3 . c 1225 Ancr. R. 194 
UorSi pet heo beo 5 *e <5 fele. c 1000 ASlfric on 0. N. 
Test. 32 ( Bosw.) Him waes ^eapgete ele to bam bape. c X275 
Sinners Beware 19 in O. E. Misc. 74 py vs is ep-gete Helle 
pat is unled e. a 1200 Moral Ode 38 m E. E. Poems (1862) 
24 *E 5 lete [is] muchel gyue Senne be heorte is ille. a 1225 
Juliana 70 Me ledde hire & hleac forb ant heo wes *eo- 
luke. a 1000 Cynewulf Crist 1235 Daer bip *epgesyne preo 
tacen. a 1200 Moral Ode 338 in O. E. Misc. 70 pat is wel 
ep-sene. axzz$Leg. Kath. 381 Sutel is and ebsene .. pact 
tu were iset }ung to leaf and to lare. a 1225 Ancr. R.x 16 
Wibuten writunge, be fulSe is to eb-cene. c 1200 Trim. Coll. 
Horn. 49 Nime we pe turtles bitocninge pat is *ebwinne. 

2. With final element f. a sb. : see Edmoi>, 

■ -MEDE. . 

t Bathe, V. Obs. rare. In 3 pa. t. e’Sbede. [f. 
Eath a.'] tram. To lighten, alleviate, assuage. 

C1250 Gen. 4 Ex. 1439 Eliezer him cam a-gon, Eobede 
his sorje, brojt him a wif Of faijer waspene. 

Eather, dial, form of Edder, osier. 

tEa-thly, a. and adv. Obs. Forms: see 
Eath. [f. Eath a. + -ly,] A. adj. 

1. Easy, not difficult. 

rxooo Ags. Gosp. Matt. xix. 26 Ealle ping synt mid Gode 
eabelice [<7x160 Hatton aebelice], c xx6o Hattoft Gosp. Matt, 
xix. 24 iEpelicor beob pam olfende to ganne burh naedle ea^e. 
<7x175 Lamb. Horn. 135 Of ane ebeliche dede. 

2. Inconsiderable, slight, trifling. Often in anti- 
thesis to eche (—eternal) : Of short duration. 

C890 K. Alfred Beeda n. v. (Bosw.» Gif bu ne wilt us xe- 
bafian in swa aebelicum pingo. c 1176 Cott. Horn. 221 Mid 
pare aebelice hyrsumnessepu ^earnest hefen rices merhbe. 
axzzgiAncr. R. 282 On ebelich sticbe, ober on ebelich eche 
makeo uorte understonden hwu lutel wurb is prude. 

3. a. Of a person: Low in station; mean in 
character, b. Of a thing : Of small value. 

<7x200 Trin. Coll. Horn. 35 Ne was pe engel isend ne to 
lunge . . ac to lo3e and eoeliche men alse heordes bub. 
a 1300 Floriz $ Bl. 274 Abute pe orchard is awal; Pe epeli* 
keste ston is cristal. 

B. adv. Easily, without difficulty. 

ciooo Ags. Gosp. Luke xviii. 25 Eabellcor mseg se olfend 
gan purh are naedle eage. c xaoo Ormin 12532 Sop Godd . . 
mihhte standenn aepeli^ jasn himm. 1513-75 Di urn. Occurr. 
(X833) 249 His lyik eithlie culd not heirtofoir be fundin. 
1737 Ramsay Scot. Prov. Ded., You mayeithly make your- 
sells master of the hale ware 18x3 Hogg Queen's Wake 73 
The rein deir dun can eithly run, Quhan the houndis and 
the homis pursue. 1872 Blackie Lays Highl. 71 This only 
lore my beggar wit Could eathly understand. 

b. At an easy price, cheaply. 
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<7x225 After. R. 290 Ne sule pu neuer so ebeliche .. his 
deorewurbe spuse. 

+ Baths, adv. Obs. [f. Eath a. with genitival 
; cf. Uneaths.] Easily. 

2594 Cornelia in Hazl. Dodsley V. 209 Which eaths appear 
in sad and strange disguises To pensive minds. 

Bating (rtig), vbl. sb. [f. Eat v. +-ingL] 

1. The action or habit of taking food. 

exx 75 Lamb. Horn. 19 pe licome luuab muchele slaube 
and muchele etinge and drunkunge. c xaoo Trin. Coll. Horn, 
37 Sume men ladeb here lif on etinge and on drinkinge alse 
swin. <7x380 Wyclif Serm. Sel. Wks. 1 , 66_ Hous of etyngfc. 


Ibid. nir 4 io Ffor gostily eetynge of Cristis owne body. 
a 1450 Knt. de la Tour 22 Ther was gret noyse betwene the 
man and hys wiff for etinge of the ele. 1528 Paynell Salertie 
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Regini. E.[ They that haue a putrified feuer, are forbyden 
eatynge of my Ike. x6os Shaks. Jul. C. 1. ii. 296. x6sx 
Hobbes Leviath. in. xli. 264 By eating at Christ’s table, is 
meant the eating of the Tree of Life. 1755 Smollett Quix. 
(1803) II. 133 The proof of the pudding is in the eating 
of it. 2884 Rusiun in Pall Mall G. 27 Oct. 6/1 You have 
. . kickshaws instead of beef for your eating. 

b. An act of taking food ; a meal. Also a 
way or manner of feeding, arch. 

1483 Cath. Angl. 118 An Etynge, commestio , edilis. 1535 
Covkrdale Ecclus. xxxvii. 29 Be not gredy in euery eat- 
ynge. 2608 Hieron Wks . I. 691 Taking heed to our selues 
in our eatings, in our apparrell, in our companie, in our 
recreations. 1847 L- Hunt Men, Worn. $ B. I. iv. 77. Mar- 
velling at their eatings, their faces, and at the prodigious 
jumps they took. 1873 Lytton K. Chillingly in. v. ^1878) 
188 Epochs are signalised by their eatings. 

C. Good , etc., eating', said of an article of food. 

' " Malmesbury 1 . 

~ : Phil. Trans. 

^ , ... and deli- 
cate eating. 2871 Gd. Words 720 A . . fish, weighing from 
half-a-pound to two pounds, and excellent eating. 

2. Corrosion ; disintegration by a chemical agent. 

T. H[ale] Acc. New Invent. 1 The extraordinary 
Eating and Corroding of their Rudder-Irons and Bolts. 

3. ait rib. and Comb., as eating-apple^ -parlour ^ 
etc. Also Eating-house, -room. 

<7x440 Promp. Pam. 143 Etynge apputle tre, esculus. 
1483 Cath. Angl. n8 - An Etynge place, pransorimn. 1509 
Fisher Fun. Serm. Marg. Ctesse R ichmonde (1708) 12 The 
hour of dyner . . of the Etynge day was ten of the Cloke, 
and upon the fastynge day, Eleven. 1535 Coverdale Ruth 
ii. 12 Whan it is eatinge tyme, come hither, and eate of the 
bred. 1622 Massinger, etc. Old Law 111. i, I shall have 
but six weeks of Lent . . & then comes eating-tide. 2630 
J. Taylor (Water P.) Gt. Eater Kent 12 Nothing comes 
amisse. Let any come in the shape of fodder or eating- 
stuflfe, it is welcome. 17x9 De Foe Crusoe (1840) I. xv. 256 
The said man-eating occasions, 1823 F. Cooper Pioneer 
vii. (1869) 35/2 The remainder of the party withdrew to an 
eating parlour. 1845 Darwin Voy. Nat. viii. (1873) 172 
The elevatory movement, and the eating-back power of the 
sea. 1853 Rock CJu of Fathers III. 11. 86 They went in 
procession to the eating-hall. 

Eating (f*tiq), //A a. [f. Eat + -ing2.] 

1. That eats ; chiefly in comb, with prefixed obj. 
Formerly also, Greedy, voracious, 

1483 Cath. Angl. 118 Etynge, edax, edacidus. 17x2 Ad- 
dison Sped. No. 446 f 6 An eating Parasite, or a vain- 
glorious Soldier. Mod. He has killed a man-eating tiger. 
+b. quasi* sb. *» Eater. Obs. 

<7x340 Cursor M. 7225 (Trin.) Of pe etyng pe mete out 
sprong. 1382 Wyclif Nahum iii. X2 His vnripe fijgis . . 
shuln falle m to the mouth of the etynge [1388 etere], 

2. That consumes or eats away ; gnawing, cor- 
roding, fretting : of sores, chemical corrosives, etc. 

1621 Burton Anat. Mel. 11. iv. m. (1651) 383 Plaisters to 
raise blisters, eating medicines of pich, mustard-seed and 
the like. 1702 Rowe Tanterl. iv. i. 1774 Drops of eating 
Water on the Marble. 1835 Browning Paracels. 130 Fester- 
ing blotches, eating poisoning blaips. 
fig. <71602 Fr. Davison Ps. lxxiii. in Farr’s S. P. (1845) 
322 From sweatting toyle, and eating care. 1632 Milton 
L' Allegro 135 And ever against eating cares, Lap me in 
soft Lydian airs. X702 Rowe Ambit. Step-Moth. 1. i. 278 
That eating canker, Grief. X876 Blackie Songs Relig . $ 
Li/ex86 From eating care thy heart to free, 

Ea*ting~house. A house for eating, esp. one 
in which meals are supplied ready dressed; a 
cook’s shop, restaurant 

<7x440 Promp. Parv. 143 Etynge howse, pransorimn. 
1673 Dryden Marr. d la Mode iv. iv, An eating house. 
Bottles of wine on the table. X748 Smollett R od. Random 
xiii, To dine at an eating-house. 2805 N. Nicholls Let. in 
Corr. Gray (1843I 49 He dined generally alone, and was 
served from an eating-house . . in Jermyn Street. 1848 Ma- 
caulay Hist. Eng. I. 237 A third had stepped into an eating 
house in Covent Garden. 

Ea ting-room. Obs. exc. arch. A room ap- 
propriated for eating ; a dining-room. 

1613 in Northern N. Q. I. 74 Chalmeirs to be ordinaire 
eitting roomes. X75X Smollett Per. Pic. (1779) III. lxxvi. 
27 He handed her down stairs into the eating-room. 1849 
Hi. Mayo Pop. Supersi.y i. 87 He went to the hotel of M. 
Lafargue . . and entered the eating room. 

+ Ea*tneIL Obs.- 1 [obscurely f. Eat v.] 
i6ix Cotgr., Croquet eur^ an eatnell, a greedie, and lick- 
orous feeder. 

Eaton, obs. form of Etin, giant. 

(I Eau ( 0 ), French for * water’, occurring in the 
names of several liquids, used as scents or in medi- 
cine, as Eau-de-Cologne, a perfume- consisting of 
alcohol and various essential oils, originally (and 
still very largely) made at Cologne also ( nonce- 
use ) as a vb. Bau-de-Luce, a medicinal prepara- 


tion of alcohol, ammonia, and oil of amber, used in 
India as an antidote, to snake-bites, and in Eng- 
land sometimes as smelling salts. Eau-de-vie 
[lit. * water of life’], the Fr. name for brandy. 
See also Ewe Ardaunt, Ewrose. 

1823 Byron To Ld. Blessington 14 Apr., Neither lemon- 
juice nor *eau de Cologne, nor any other eau. 1845 Tails 
Mag. XII. 803 Her maid, .comforted and eau-de-cologned 
her. 1854 Mrs. Gas k ell North <$• A. xxii, Mrs. Thornton 
bathed Margaret’s temples with eau de Cologne. X756 
Gentl. Mag. XXVI. 33 This gives you the genuine *Eau de 
luce. 1808 Med. Jrnl. XIX. 492 'The wounds were deeply 
scarified, and filled with eau de luce. 1852 Th. Ross tr. 
Humboldt's Trav. II. xxiv. 447 In vain have ammonia and 
eau-de-luce been tried against the Curare. 

Eau, erroneous form of Ea, canal, 
t Eairbruclxe, sbo Obs. Forms: 1 &w- 

bryce, 2-3 eu-, ewe, ewue, eaubruche. [OE.*m- 
bryce, f. OE. sew, M sb. 2 marriage + bryce, Brucre, 
a breaking.] Adultery. 

a xooo in Thorpe Laws I. 374 (Bosw.) WiS aeghwylene 
aswbryce. <71x75 Lamb. Horn. 49 Alse peos men doS be 
liggeS inne eubruche. <7 1200 Trin. Coll. Horn. 137 Alle bo 
. .don ewuebruche on here agene spuse. Ibid. 213 Ollende 
word and idele lehtres . . beoi bispeke ewebruche. a 1225 
Ancr. R. 204 Heo beoth . . Hordom, Eaubruche, etc. 

t Eaubruclie, sb.% Obs. Forms: 1 & w - 

bryca, 2 eubruche. [OE. sewbryca, f. prec ] 

Also Eawbrekere. Obs. In 2 eawforekere. [f. 
ME. brekere Breaker.] An adulterer. 

a xooo in Thorpe Laws II . 268 (Bosw.) Se < 5 e his sewe for- 
Iset, and nimb ooer wif, he bipsewbryca. <7 1175 Lamb. Horn. 
23 Ne beo )>u eubruche. Ne do )?u peolSe. Ibid. 20 Ruh- 
beres . . and pa eawbrekeres . . habbeS an pone fulneL 

I! Eau forte [lit. 1 strong water’], French for 
* nitric acid’ ; hence, for an etching. 

Hence Eau fortiste, an etcher. 

1882 Society 21 Nov. 22/1 The etching being by the well- 
known eaufortiste , Mr. J. L. Steele. 

Eave, {w). [Back-formationfrom Eaves, treated 
as pi.] Used as the sing, of Eaves. Hence 
Eave z>., to provide with shelter under eaves; 
Saved ppl. <2., provided with eaves ; Ea*ving sb. 
(usually pi.) “» Eaves. 

2580 North Plutarch 378 He bid the Money he had 


eave from rain the staring ruff, a 1722 Lisle Husb. (1757) 
445 On these walls, .is a Targe eaving to his house. 1823 P. 
Nicholson Prod. Build. 402 Eave . — The skirt or lower 
part of the slating hanging over the naked of the wall. 1851 
Ruskin Stones Pen. (1874) I* X1V ‘ *5* The Eaved Cornice 
. .as represented in the simplest form by cottage eaves. 1871 
Tyndall Forms Water § 37. 258 The water trickles to the 
eave and then drops down. 

Eaver 1 (f-vsi). Obs. exc. dial Also ever. 
[Of unknown origin; some have suggested adoption 
of F. ivraie darnel, Lolium lemulejiium ; the forms 
of the Eng, word, however, seem to forbid this.] 

Rye grass ( Lolium perenne). 

X732 De Foe Tour Gt. Brit . (1769) I. 359 Clover, Eaver, 
and Trefoil Grass. 1796 W. Marshall Wed of Eng. Gloss. 
Eaver, lolium perenne , ray-grass. x88o East Cornwall 
Gloss. <E. D. S. ) Ea7>er , in some parts pronounced Hayver. 
The grass, Lolium perenne. 

Eaver 2 (rvoj). dial. Also 7 eever, 9 ether. 
A provincial term for the direction of the wind; 
a quarter of the heavens. (Adm. Smyth.) 

1867 Smyth Sailor's Word-bk. 1875 Lane. Gloss. (E. D. S.) 
Eaver (sometimes Ether) . . The wind is in a rainy eaver. 

Eaver, obs. Sc. var. of Aver. 

1609 Skene Reg. Maj. 72 Great number of eavers or beasts. 

Eaver, var. of Ever, Obs., wild boar. 

Eaves (m). Forms : 1 efes, 3-5 eouesen 
(//.), ouese, -ise, 4 euez, euese, 4-8 eves(e, (4 
hevese), (6 ease, 6 pi. esen), 7 eaues, (eeves, 
heaves), dial, eize, 7- eaves. [O'E. efes , fem. 
« OFris. ose, Flem. (Kilian) cose, OHG. ebaset 
(MHG. obse, mod. dial.G. obsen) eaves, porch 
(:— WGer. *obispw)a, *odas(w]a) = ON. ups (Sw. 
dial, ttffs), Goth, ubi&wa porch ; prob. t. same 
root as Over, The final -s has been mistaken for 
the sign of the pi., and in mod. Eng. the word 
is commonly treated as pi., Eave being occas. used 
as the sing. The forms ME. ovese, W Somerset 
office (El worthy), point to an OE. form *ofes 
WGer. *obas(w)a.‘] 

1 . The edge of the roof of a building, or of the 
thatch of a stack, which overhangs the side. __ 

a xooo Lamb. Psalter ci[i]. 7 (Bosw.) Geworden ic eom 
swa swa spearwa. .anwuniende on efese. c 1205 Lay. 29279, 

I Juan eouesen he [ba sparwen) grupen. c X220 Bestiary 
462 De spinnere . . festeo atte hus rof hire fodredes 0 rof 
er on ouese. c 1440 Promp . Parv. 144 Evese, or evesynge 
of a house, stillicidium. c 1500 Partenay 5504 Allso thys 
ebambre well depeynted was Ffro foote ofwallure the omse 
vnto. X570 Levins Manip. 21 x Y« ease or eues of a house. 
*579 Lyly Euphues (Arb.) 91 The Swallow which in the 
summer creepeth under the eues of euery house, roio 
Shaks. Temp. v. L 1 7 His teares runs downe his beard 
like winters drops From eaues of reeds. _ x6xx Coryat 
Crudities 323 The pentices or eauisses of their houses. 2629 
S’ kertogenbosh 48 It . . ruined some houses ; of some the 
heaues and tops were damnified very much. 1632 Milton 

II Penser. 130 Ushered with a shower still . .With minute- 
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drops from off the eaves. 2663 Cowley Verses <$• Ess. (1669) 
104 The Birds under the Eeves of his Window call him up 
in the morning. 2751 W. Halfpenny New Designs Farm 
Ha. 5 Thence to the Eves of the Roofs one Brick and half. 
1799 J. Robertson Agric. Perth 161 The best form of corn 
stacks is circular, with . . a conical top, diverging a little 
towards the eaves. 2819 Shelley Ros. fy Helen 367 Like 
twinkling rain-drops from the eaves. 1849 Freeman A rchit. 
178 The eaves . . rest commonly on small arcades or corbel- 
tables. 

fig. 2675 Crowne City Polit. n. i, I hang on the eves of 
life, like a trembling drop, ready every minute to fall, 
f b. Of a wood : The edge, margin. Ohs. 

898 0 . E. Ckron. an. 894 pa foron hie . . bi swa hwaperre 
efes swa hit bonne fierdleas waes. c 2325 Gloss. IV. de 
Biblesw. in Wright Voc. 159 Desouz lo-oerayi, under the 
wode-side wode-hevese. c 1340 Gaw. <$■ Gr. Knt. 1x78 pus 
laykez pis lorde by lynde wodez euez. 

2 . transf. Anything that projects or overhangs 
slightly, as + the brow of a hill, f the flaps of a 
saddle, the edge of a cloud or precipice, the brim 
of a hat ; also poet, the eyelids. 

1382 Wyclif Job xi. s Anne forsothe sat beside the weye 
eche dai in the euese [2388000; Vulg. supercilio\ of the hil. 
2663 Butler Hud. 1, 1. 412 He got up to the saddle eaves, 
From whence he vaulted into th' seat. 2850 Tennyson 
In Mem. lxvi, Closing eaves of wearied eyes 1 sleep. 2853 
Maury Phys. Geog. Sea xi. § 511 The southern eaves of 
the cloud plane. 2860 Tyndall Glac. 1. ii. 21 Overhang- 
ing eaves of snow. 1863 Borrow Wales I. 4 A leather hat 
.. with the side eaves turned up. 

3 . Comb, eaves -board (also eave- board ; see 
Eave), eaves - catch, -lath (see quot. 1875); 
f eaves-knife, a knife for cutting thatch at the 
eaves ; eaves-martin, the House Martin {Hi- 
rundo urbica). Also Eaves-dkop sb. and v., 
-DROPPER, -DROPPING. 

1399 Mem. Ripon (Surtees) III. 231 Tabulas quse vocantur 
*Esborde. C1505 Church-w. Acc. St. Dims tan’s Canterb., 
For xlv fote of *evys horde xvd. 2627 MS. A cc. St. John's 
Hasp. Canterb To the Sawyers for cutting of evesboord. 
1809 R. Langford Introd ", Trade 88 The eave-boards pro- 
ject . . 16 inches. 1875 Gwilt^D'C^zY., Arris fillet. When 
. .used to raise the slates, at the eaves of a building, it is 
then called the eaves' board, eaves’ lath, or *eaves’ catch. 
2641 Best Farm. Bks. (1856) 139 A thatchers tooles are . . 
an Vize-knife for cutting the eize. 2422-3 A rchives Christ 
Ch. Canterb. in A rchteol. Cafttiana XIII. 561 Item payd 
for Caryyng of the Schretherris *Evys-Iathe, lathe, and 
tyle . . iik iiijr/. 2833 J. Hodgson in J. Raine Mem. (1858) 
II. 307 The *eaves-martin very plentiful. 


Ea'vesdrip, -drop, sb. [OE. yfesdiype , f. 
Eaves + Drip, afterwards refashioned after Drop ; 
cf. ON. upsar-dropi of same meaning ; the Flem. 
oosdrup, according to Kilian, meant simply e eaves’.] 
The dripping of water from the eaves of a house ; 
the space of ground which is liable to receive the 
rain-water thrown off by the eaves of a building. 

Chiefly used with reference to the ancient custom or law 
which prohibited a proprietor from building at a less dis- 
tance than two feet from the boundary of his land, lest he 
should injure his neighbour's land by ‘ eavesdrop.' 

868 Kentish Charter in Brit. Museum Fac-Sim. n. plate 
xxxviii, An folcaes folcryht to lefaenne rumaes butan twigen 
fyt to yfais drypse. 1837 Carlyle Ft. Rev. (1872) III. 1. ii. 
15 The lean demigod . . had . . to wait under eavesdrops. 
1880 Muirhead Gains Digest 590 Rights of light, prospect, 
gutter, and eaves-drop. 


Eavesdrop (rvzdq?p), v . Also 7 eave-dxop. 
[f. prec. ; or perhaps back-formation from Eaves- 
dropper.] intr . To stand within the * eavesdrop * 
of a house in order to listen to secrets ; hence, to 
listen secretly to private conversation. Also tram, . 
To listen secretly to (conversation) ; formerly also, 
to listen within the * eavesdrop ’ of (a house) j to 
listen to the secrets of (a person). 

260 6 Sir G. Goosecappe v, i. in Bullen O. PI. (1884) III. 82 
We will be bold to evesdroppe. 1612 S. W. Baker in 
Coryat Crudities Panegyr. Verses, That evesdrops a word. 
1622 Cotgr. s.v. Esconte, Estre aux escoutes, , to eaue-drop, 
to prie into men's actions or courses, 2629 Dalton Countr. 
Jjist. lxxv. {1630) 189 Against such as by night shall eves- 
drop mens houses. 2633 Shirley Hyde Pa?-k 1. ii. It is not 
civil to eavesdrop him. 2820 Scott Abbot xxi, Art thou 
already eaves-dropping? 2860 Emerson Cond. Life v. Be- 
haviour Wks. (Bohn) II. 386 We must not peep and eaves- 
drop at palace-doors. 1872 Howells IVedd. Joum. 176 
What we eavesdropped so shamefully in the hotel parlor. 

Eavesdropper (rvzdr^pai). For forms see 
Eaves, [f. Eavesdrop v. (or perhaps sb.) + -er.] 
a. In English Law : see quot. 1641. b. gen. One 
who listens secretly to conversation. 

2487 Nottingham Borough Rec. III. 10 Juratores. .dicunt 
. . quod Henricus Rowley . . est communis evys-dropper et 
vagator in noctibus. ci$t$ Modus te?iendi Cur, Baron. 
(Pynson) Avb, Euesdroppers vnder mennes walles or wyn- 
clowes . . to here tales. 256? Awdelay Frat. Vocab. x$ 
Esen Droppers. 2584 R. Scot Discov. Witcher. 11. viii. 
24 There must be some eves-dropers with pen and inke 
behind the wall. 2642 T ermes de la Ley 153 Evesdroppers 
are such as stand under wals or windowes . . to heare news. 
2748 Richardson Clarissa ' 1811) II. xii. 72 Like a thief, 
or eves-dropper, he is forced to dodge about in hopes of a 
letter. 2832 W. W. Collins Ramb. by Railways xv. (1852) 
290 The expertest eaves-droppers, who had listened at the 
door, brought away no information. 

Hence Ea vesdropping vbl. sb. and ppl. a. 

2602 Yarington Two Lame?it. Trap. iv. vi. in Bullen 
O. PI. IV, Your dose eaves-dropping poliicies Have hin- 
dred him of greater benefits, 2642 Milton A nimadv. (1851) 
191 To stand to the courtesy of a night-walking cudgeller 


for eaves dropping. 2672-3 Roxb. Ballads vi. (1887) 440 
Where they need fear No., eves-dropping ear. 2773 
Sheridan Rivals m. iii, A beggarly, strolling, eavesdropping , 
ensign. 2850 Clough Dipsychus n. iii, 46 An eaves-drop- 
ping menial. 2853 Wharton Pa. Digest 473 Eavesdropping 
consists in privily listening. 

t Savesisg, Obs. Forms: 1 oefsixng, efe- 
sung, 5 evesung, 4-6 ©vyss-, evys-, evesyng, 
-ing, 6 ©using, eavesing©. See also Easing sb.' 2 
[repr. OE. efesung, vbl. sb. f. efes-ian p Evese v. ; in 
sense 2 directly f. Eaves.] 

+ 1 . The action of trimming the edges of any- 
thing; clipping, polling, shearing. Also concr . 
What is cut off : the clippings of hair. Obs. 

<2800 Corpus Gloss. 474 Circinatio, oefsung. <72030 Ags. 
Gloss. inWr.-W flicker 364 Circinnatio , efesung. a 2223 A ncr. 
R. 398 Absalomes schene white, \>et ase oft ase me euesede 
him me solde his euesunge vor two hundred sides. 

2 . The eaves of a house or stack ; formerly also 
used for ‘roof*, and hence transf for * dwelling’. 

a 1223 A ncr. R. 142 pe niht fuel iften euesunge bitocneS 
recluses, bet wunie'6. .under chirche euesunge. 1393 Langl. 
j P. PI. C. xx. 193 As we may seo a wynter, Isykles in 
euesynges * thorgh hete of be sonne Meltep in a mynt-while 
* to myst and to water, c 1440 Promp. Parv. 144 Evese, or 
evesynge of a howse. 2547 Salesbury Welsh Diet ,, Bar- 
gain t tuy , house eusing. 1372 Sc hole house Worn. 912 in 
Hazl. E. P. P. IV. 140 King Salomon. .A woman dooth as- 
similate Unto a dropping euesing guise, Distilling down after 
rainlate. 2572 BossEWELL-ri rmorieu. 88 A righte littte parte 
of water, .is called Gutta, when it. .hangeth on eavesinges. 
Eawiht, obs. form of Aught. 

Eawl, Eax, obs. forms of Awl, Axe, 

Eaxl, eaxle : see Axle 1. 
tEban stone. Obs. rare - 51 . 

2622 Burton Anat, Mel. 11. iv. 1. iv. (1651) 370 The Eban 
stone which Goldsmiths use to sleeken their gold with. 

Eban(e, -y, obs. forms of Ebon, Ebony. 

+ Ebaptiz action. Obs. rare— K ? Declaring a 
person not to have been validly baptized. 

2659 Gauden Tears of Ch. AevSpoA. ** 2 f, Ebaptizations, 
Correptions, Abstentions, Excommunications. 

t Eba'te. Obs. [a. Fr. ebati] Sport, diversion. 

c 1315 Contpl. to late maryed (1862; 14 For to blame women 
was all his ebate. 

f| Ebauclioir. [F. ebauchoir \ f. Sbattcher to 
sketch in outline.] a. A latge chisel used by 
sculptors to rough-hew their work. b. A large 
hatchel or comb used by ropemakers. 

Ebb (eb), sb. Forms : 1 ebba, 4-6 ebbe, 7 
eb, 7- ebb. [OE. ebba = 0 ¥f\s. ebba , Du. ebbe, eb: 
the mod.G. ebbe , Da. ebbe , Sw. ebb , are not native 
in those langs., and Fr. 'ebe is, like other nautical 
terms, adopted from Eng. The ultimate etymo- 
logy is uncertain : the OTeut. type might be 
*at>jon -, f. the prep, at off ; or *etjon-, connected 
with Goth, ibuks backwards.] 

1 . The reflux of the tide; the return of tide- 
water towards the sea. Often in phrase ebb and 
flow ; also tide of ebb, half quarter-ebb. 

a 1000 Byrhtnoth 65 (Gr.) par com flowende flod aefter ebban. 
a 2123 O. E. Chron. an. 11x4 On pis scare waes swa mycel 
ebba. 2330 R. Brunne Chron . Langt. (1810) 106 pe bodies 
. .wer costen vpon pe sond, After an ebbe of j?e flode. c 2440 
P7-omp. Parz\ 135 Ebbe of the see, refiuxus , solaria. 2561 
Eden^z-A Navig. 11. xviii. soWhichethe Mariners call nepe 
tydes, lowe ebbs . . or lowe fluddes. 1603 Drayton Bar. 
Warres 1. xxxix, As Seuerne lately in her Ebbes that sanke. 
1663 in Phil. Trans. I. 54 The Flood runs East . . and the 
Ebb West. 2762 Borlase ibid. LII. 418 The sea ad- 
vancing the first time to a quarter ebb; but the second 
advance was but as far as the sea reaches at half ebb. 2832 
De la Beche Geol. Matt 69 During the freshets the ebb 
and flow are little felt. 2840 Marryat Poor Jack xxvii, 
We. .made sail, stemming the last of the ebb. 

2 . transf andyfc. A flowing away backward or 
downward ; decline, decay j a change from a 
better to a worse state. 

<72400 Test. Love 1. (1560) 273/1 That sight.. might all my 
welling sorrowes voide, and of the flood make an ebbe. 2533 
Fardle Facions Ded. 1 Not coueting to make of my floudde, 
another manes ebbe. 1632 J. Hall // eight Eloquence Introd. 
20 This, .was the Ebbe of his greatnesse. 2713 Addison Cato 
11. v. 80 To shed the slow remains, His last poor ebb of blood, 
in your defence. 1823 Byron Isla?id hi. iv, His faintness 
came . . from, .nature's ebb. 2870 Swinburne Ess. fySiud. 
(1875) 279 Her ebbs and flows of passion. 

b. A point or condition of decline or depres- 
sion, esp. in phrases To be at an ebb , at a low } 
lowest ebb. Also poet, of the eyes. At ebb : dry. 

2610 Shaks. TemK 1. ii. 435 Mine eyes (neuer since at 
ebbe' beheld . . my Father wrack't. 2631 T. JPowell 7 'om 
All Trades 142 The low water ebbe of the evill day. 2634 
Warren Unbelievers 134 To make the Apostle reason at a 
very low ebbe. 1763 J. Brown Poetry 4 Mus. vii. 154 Pri- 
vate and public Virtue were at the lowest Ebb. 1798 in Bay 
A mer. Law Rep. 1809) 1 . 36 In 1780 money was at its lowest 
ebb. 2876 Green Short Hist. ix. (1878; 698 The fortunes 
of France reached their lowest ebb. 

3 . attrib . and Comb ., as ebb-tide , etc. Also ©bb- 
sleeper, a bird ; « Dunlin. 

2699 B. E. Diet. Cant. Crew , Ebb-water , when there's but 
little Money in the Pocket. 1837 R. Dunn Ornith. Ork. 
<5- Shet. 87 Tringa Variabilis, M&yer. Ebb-Sleeper, Dunlin. 
2837 Marryat Dog-Fiend xx ix, They were . .swept out of 
the harbour by the strong ebb tide. 1849 Grote Greece 
(1862) V. 11. lxiil 448 They began to feel as if the ebb-tide 
had reached its lowest point. 2854 H. Miller Sch. % 


EBBEBMAJST. 

Sckm. (1858)65, I was introduced also, in our ebb excur- 
sions, to the cuttle-fish. 

1 4 . [? f. the adj.] pi. Shallows. 

2577 Holinshed Chron. I. 41/2 Brigantines with flat keeles 
to serve for the ebbes. , 

5 . [? a distinct word.] The Common Bunting, 
JEmberiza miliaria, dial. 

2802 G. Montagu Ornith. Dict.(x 2 > 33)61. 

t Ebb, a. Obs. exc. dial, k orms : 5-7 e b» 
ebbe, 6 - ©bb. [app. evolved from the attrib. use 
of the sb., as in ebb-tide.'} 

1 . Of water, wells, etc.: Shall ow* not deep. 
With of : Having a small supply, short. Also Jig. 

c 242s Wyntoun Cron. ix. iii. 47 Swlway was at bare 
passyng all Eb. 2323 Fitzherb. Surz>. xi. 57 The ebber 
the water is, the swyfter it is. <72382 J. Falkner in Eng. 
Mech, (>870)4 Feb. 500/2 The water of Trent [was] dried 
up, and sodenly fallen so ebb. 2637 Rutherford Lett. xciv. 
1 . 243 O, how ebb a soul have I to take in Christ's love 1 
2665-6 Phil. Trans. I. 165 When the water is drawn ebb 
from Fishes. 2693 Leighton Comm. 1 Peter v. 8 This 
Apostle . . drew from too full a spring to he ebb of matter. 
1747 Scheme Equip. Men of War 23 Their Tide of Learning 
. ; is always ebb. 

b. transf of a furrow ; the sides of a vessel, etc. 
2323 Fitzherb. Husb, § 33 A meane forowe, not to depe 
nor to ebbe. 2688 R. Holme Armoury 11. 185/1 A Grey- 
hound [is] Ebb, or Shallow chested . [when he hath] his 
breast & body all of a thickness. Ibid. m. 320/1 It is a 
cooling Vessel . . with ebb sides. 1733 P. Lindsay Interest 
Scott. 149 Plowed with an ebb Furrow. 2880 Miss Jackson 
Shropsh. Word-bk . , Will this dish do to make the fitchock 
pie in? No; it's too ebb. 

2 . Near the surface ; a. of the sea, b. of the land ; 
also as quasi-fli/zA 

1602 Holland Pliny I. 40 A multitude of fishes floted ebbs 
about it. Ibid. II. 29 Cumin . . hath a qualitie to grow with 
the root very eb. 2608-12 Bp. Hall Medii. ty Vowes u. xiiu 
Whether I be drowned in the ebber shore or in the midst 
of the deepe sea. 2679 Plot Staff 07 m dsh. (16861 119 Some- 
times it [marl] lyes so ebb . . that they plow up the head pf 
it. 2747 Hooson Miner's Diet. M iv b, If Ore be once dis- 
covered, and it lie Ebb and Soft. 2794 Bailiff's Diary in 
Shropsh. Word-bk. , I am convinced that it is too ebb plow’d. 
Ebb (eb), z>. Forms : 1 ebbian, 2-5 ebben, 
5 6 ebbe, 7- ebb. [OE. ebbian , f. Ebb sb . ; cf. 
OE. a-ebbian, be-ebbian to strand a ship; also 
OH Q.flr-ebbita ‘deferbuerat’, and MHG. fare— 1 ) 
eppen to ebb.] 

1 . intr. To flow back or recede, as the water of 
the sea or a tidal river : frequent in phrase. To ebb 
and flow. Also with away , down, off, out. 

a 1000 Caedmon's Gen. (Gr.) 1413 Lago ebbade sweart 
under swejle. <71200 Trin. Coll. Horn. 161 pe sse flowed 
and ebbe 3 . 2340 Hampole Pr. Co?isc. 1216 The se, aftir 
the tydes certayn, Ebbes and flowes. 1375 Barbour Bruce 
xvn. 425 The se wes ebbit sa. <7 2433 Torr. Portugal 223 The 
see wase ebbyd. 2588 Shaks. L. L. L. iv. iii. 216 The sea 
will ebbe and flow. 1635 N. Carpenter Geog. Del. 11. vi. 86 
In some narrow seas the sea seauen times a day ebbs and 
flowes. 2722 Perry Daggenh. Breach 121 Ships . . may lie 
afloat, andf not have the Water ebb'd away from them. 2833 
Sir J. Ross N.-W. Passage v. 59 The water might ebb 
another fathom. 2853 Maury Phys. Geog. ix. (i860) § 429 
The tides ebbed and flowed in it. 

b. transf. Of a ship : To sink with the tide. 
Of water : To sink lower. Of blood : To flow away. 

C1374 Chaucer Troy Ins iv. 1145 Ebben gan the well Of 
hir teares. 2375 Barbour Bruce xvn. 421 Quhill that scho 
[the ship] ebbit on the ground. 2655 Mrq. Worcester 
Cent. Inv, Ivii, The water standing at a level, if a Globe be 
cast in . . it presently Ebbeth. 2820 Scott Lady of L. in. 
viii, [He] eyed The life-blood ebb in crimson tide. 

2 . fig. To take a backward or downward course; 
to decay, decline ; to fade or waste away. Also 
with away , down, off, out. 

a 1420 Occleve De Reg. Princ, 4828 When that richesses 
ebben and abate. 2366 Drant Horace's Med, Morall Tq 
Rdr. 3 Helpyng hym to ebbe, and helpyng hym to rise. 
2633 T. James Voy. T2 After full sea, our hopes ebde too. 
2682 Dryden Abs'fy A chit. 226 Kingly power, thus ebbing 
out. 2713 Young Last Day n. 325 My passions ebb and 
flow At Thy command. 1720 De Foe Capt. Singleton x. 
(1840) 170 As my money declined, their respect would ebb 
with it. 2833 Hr. Martineau Vanderput <$• S. ix, 137 As 
his strength ebbed away. 2875 B. Taylor Faust I. i. 29 My 
spirit’s flood tide ebbeth more and more, 

3 . tram. a. To hem in (fish) with stakes and. 
nets so that they cannot go back to sea with the 
ebb-tide ; see Ebbing vbl. sb. 2. b. To hem in 
(the tide) with sandbanks, c. (See quot. 1877.) 

2827 Hardman Waterloo 12 Driving that sand along to- 
wards the sea shore, To ebb the tide fast in. ^ 2877 Holder - 
ness Gloss. (E. D. S. \ Ebb , to gather fish-bait. So termed 
on account of its being done whilst the tide is ebbing. 

Ebbed (ebd), ppl. a. [f. Ebb v. + -ed.] 
a. That has flowed back. b. That has been 
left dry by the falling tide. 

2838 Hogg Shelley IX. 204 A fresh flood of the ebbed 
waters of a wide sea of troubles. 2859 A. Smith in Macm. 
Mag. I. X2i, I can wander on the ebbed beach. 

t E bberman. Obs . Also 6-8 hebbermanl 
[f. ebber, agent-noun f. Ebb v. (sense 3) + Man.] 
(See quot. 1715.) 

2725 Kersey, Hebberman, one that fishes below Bridge, 
commonly at ebbing Water, etc. 2720 S tow's Surv. (ed. 
Strype 1754) I. 1. vii. 35/1 A number of fishermen belonging 
to the. -Thames some stiled - . hebbermen. Ibid. II, v, 
xxvii. 480/2 No . . Hebberman shall . . fish for smelts, be- 
tween Good Friday and, etc. 2722-90 in Bailey. 
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Ebbing Ce-big), vbl. sb. [f. Ebb v. + -tngL] 

1 . The action of flowing back or retiring: of the 
sea or a tidal river ; also, of springs. 

c 1000 <Elfric Voc. in Wr.-W flicker 154 Sinus, siae sebbung. 
1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. xix. cxxvii. (1495) 929 Eb- 
bynge and flowyng of the see comyth and gooth. <7x430 
Life St. Katherine (Gibbs MS.) 52 The ebbyng and >e 
flowyng of see. 1695 Woodward Nat. Hist. Earth in. 

£ (1723) 173 The Ebbing and Flowing . . of certain Springs. 
3870 Bowen Logic xii. 377 Sea-weed . . left there by the 
ebbing of the tide, 
b. transf. and fig. 

1 exzoo Trin. Coll. Horn. 177 For swich ebbinge. 1647 J. 
Berkenhead in Beaum. FI. Whs. Pref. Verses, Brave 
Shakespeare flow'd, yet had his Ebbings too. x66o Boyle 
Hew Exp. Pkys.-Mech. xviii. 136 There may be strange 
Ebbings and Flowings . . in the Atmosphere. ^ 1715 Burnet 
Own Time (1766) IX. 141 Popular heats, which, have their 
ebbings and flowings. 1863 J. Brown Horse Subs . (ed, 3) 
too Slow ebbing of life. 

< 2 . Comb., as ebbing-loek, -weir, a lock or 
weir for detaining fish at the ebb-tide. 

1472 Act X2 Edw. IV, vii, Ascuns .. tielx . . milledammez 
e.^tahkez de molyns loltkez hebbyngwerez, etc. 1531-2 Act 
23 Hen. VIII, v. § 2 Myldammes lokkes hebbynge weres 
heckes and fludgates. 1539 Will of Samson, Eryth i Somer- 
set Ho ) My Tyde bote . . my Hebbing locke. 1622 Callis 
Stat. Sewers (1647) 2tr Locks and H_ebbing : weres. 1715 
Kersey, Hebbing-wears, nets or devices laid for fish at 
ebbing water. 1721-90 in Bailey. 

Ebbing, pph a. [f. Ebb v. + -ing 2 .] That 
ebbs, 

1530 Hist.facob fy 12 Sonnes (Collier) 19, Layed him on the 
fame . . But . . it was ebbing water. 1820 Shelley Prometk. 
Unb.m. ii. 28 Borne down the rapid sunset’s ebbing sea. 1837 
Marry at Dog-Fiend xii. They watch’d the ebbing tide. 1845 
Darwin Voy. Hat. xx. (1873) 458 These ebbing wells, 
b. transf. and fig. 

1597 Daniel Civ. IVarsvn. xo For all this ebbing chance, 
remains The spring that feeds that hope. 1607 Walking- 
ton Opt. Glass 53 Since after wine the ebbing f st wit doth 
flow. 1610 Shaks. Temp. 11. i. 226 Ebbing men .. do so 
neere the bottome run. 1750 tr. Leynardus' Mirr. Stones 
90 Crisoprasius is a stone . . of an ebbing and confused colour. 
1786 Burns Bed. to G. Hamilton xii, When ebbing life nae 
mair shall flow. 1807 Crabbe Par.Reg. u 295 My ebbing 
purse, no more the foe shall fill. X840 G. S. Faber Regen. 
263 Mr. Newton's ebbing and flowing religious impressions. 
*866 G. Macdonald Ann. Q. Heighb. xxi. ^1878) 388 These 
tide-marks indicated ebbing strength, 
t E*bble» Obs. or dial. Also 5 awbel, ebel(le. 
[app. a var. of Abele, though the form is not easy 
to explain.] The Aspen {Populus treniula ); 
perhaps also the White Poplar {Populus alba\. 

. c X440 Promp. Parv . 17/2 Awbel or ebelle tre [K, P, ebeltre], 
£830 Forby E.-Angl. Glossary, Ebble, the asp tree . . popu- 
his tremulcu 

’ EbbleS3 (e*bles\ a. [f. Ebb sb. + -less.] Not 
liable to, or susceptible of, an ebb. 

. 1827 Lytton Falkland 2x7 An ebbless and frozen sub- 
stance. a 1849 J. C. Mangan Poems (1859 j 405 One ebbless 
flood of many Waves. 

•E’Mmess., Obs. or dial \ [f. Ebb a. + -ness.] 
Shallowness. 

1637 Rutherford Lett. clxxv.I. 4x3 Their ehbness could 
never take up. His depth. 

t E'bby, cl. Obs. [f. Ebb sb. + -t.] Having an 
ebb or receding direction. 

‘ 1645 Digby Hat. Bodies xxxv. (1658' 371 The current .. 
can make a contrary ebby water in the sam channell. 

Ebdomade, -ary, obs. flf. Hebdomad, -aby. 
Eben(e,obs. form of Ebon. 

Ebe'ueons. [f. L. ebene-us + -otrB.] Of the 
nature of ebony. In mod. Diets. 

Ebenezer (ebenrzax'). [Heb. Mtfrr pH eben 
hd-pezer * the stone of help ’ : see 1 Sam. vii. 12.] 

1 . The name of the memorial stone set up by 
Samuel after the victory of Mizpeh: see 1 Sam. 
vii. 12. Used appellatively in religious literature 
in fig. phrases, alluding to the sentiment ‘ Hitherto 
hath the Lord helped us’, associated with the 
origin of the name. 

1758 R. Robinson Hymn, * Come Thou fount', Here I 
raise my Ebenezer, Hither by Thy help I’m come. 

2 . Occasionally (like Bethel, Zoar, Zion, etc.) 

adopted by Methodists, Baptists, Independents, 
etc. as the name of a particular chapel or meeting- 
house. Hence used contemptuously as a synonym 
for 1 dissenting chapel *. ' 

1856 Sat. Rev. II. 318 Such low resorts as public-houses 
and Ebenezers. 

f E*ber, a. Obs. Also 1-2 abb&re, aebapre, 3 
ebare, ebure, 4 ebber. [OE. kbere, (? tkbere), 
pf obscure origin ; =OFris. dber, duber , used as a 
law term in same sense.] 

i 1 . Manifest, unconcealed. The phrase there 
morp (open murder) is retained in the Latin Laws 
of Henry I, and is quoted by the legal antiquaries 
of 1 7th c. as a technical term ; see also Abere. 
(Occasionally absol. t = s manifest fool 5 or 1 vil- 
lain \) 

a 975 Laws of Eadgarix. vii, Se asbera ]>eof. <7 *03$ Laws 
pf Chut (Secular) lxv, Husbryce & haernet & open J>yf5 
and asbere mor|>. .is botleas. c *200 Ormin 7189 All ke33re 
aibaere unnhankness. 0265 Lay. 2271 Sale , me J?u ebure 
[1^75 ebare] sot. <2x300 Cursor M. 13662 He wsild lere vs 
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her vr lai, jb-at ebber |>at in sine was gotin. Ibid. 15921 
‘Ful eber thuert [reaii thu ert] nai ’ coth he. c 1340 Ibid. 
13041 (Trin.) She ]>at was an ebber [G. obber] fol. 

Hence f B'berl y adv., manifestly, flagrantly. 
a 1300 CnrsorM. 8680 pou lies. .Ful eberli. 
t Ebrbe, a. Obs. rare ~ l . [ad. L. ebibLre , f. e 
out + bib-ere to drink.] trans. To drink to the 
dregs, swallow completely. In quot.^. 

1689 Apol. Fait. Walked s Acc. 13 Having long before 
ebib’d the Doctrine of Passive Obedience. . 

EMonite (Pbionoit). [ad. L. ebionita, f. Heb, 
pUN ebybn poor ; see -ite. The original signi- 
fication is prob. * one who is poor in spirit ’.] 

One of a body of Christians in the 1st c., who 
held that Jesus was a mere man, and that the 
Mosaic Law was binding upon Christians. In the 
2nd c. they became a distinct sect. Also attifib. 

1650 Gell Serm. 11 Ebionites, who denied the Deitie of 
Christ. 1879 Farrar St. Paul II. 103 Ebionite hatred 
[was] still burning against St. Paul in the second century. 
x88a — Early Ckr. Ii. 343. 

Hence £:bicmrtic a., pertaining to the Ebionites, 
or their doctrines ; =* Ebiontsm. 

1833 G, S. Faber Recapitulated Apostasy 18 The early 
Gnostic and Ebionitic Heresies. 1882 Schaff Relig. Encycl. 
xo6 It .. shows traces of Ebionitic origin. 1882 Farrar 
Early Chr. II. 44 The so-called Ebionitism of St, James, 

Ebionize (rbidnaiz), v. [f. Ebion-ite +• -ize ; 
see -IZE.J inir. To adopt or imitate the doctrines 
or practices of the Eoionites. Hence B’biosi- 
iiziugf ppl. a. So also E bionism, the tenets of 
the Ebionites ; tendency towards the tenets or 
practices of the Ebionites. 

1879 Farrar St. Paul II. 168 The liberal Gentiles far 
more than the Ebionising Jews. Ibid. 173 The Ebionism 
of this section of the Church. 1880 Chambers Encycl. s.v. 
Ebionites , Essenism modified Ebionism greatly. 

EblandL, var. of Ibland, obs. among, 
t E 'blandish, v. Obs. rare~ [as if f. F. 
*dbiandiss lengthened form of *eblandir : — L. 
eblandtri to obtain by coaxing.] (See quot.) 

1623 Cockeram ii, To get by Flattery . .Ebl an dish. 

tEbla’ze, ebla zon, v. Obs. rare. [f. E-3 
(after words of Lat. etymology) + Blaze, Blazon 
zl] intr. To shine forth in bright colours. 

x6io G. Fletcher Christ's Tri. ii, Th’engladded Spring 
. . Began to eblazon from her leauie bed. — Christ's Viet. 
in Farr’s 6”. P., (1848) 61 There pinks eblazed wide, And 
damaskt all the earth. 

Eboe (/ b^x). A name applied in the W. Indies 
to the negroes from Benin. ? Hence ^ attrib. Eboe- 
tree (. Dipteryx eboensis ), a tree of Central 
America, yielding Eboe oil, a name also given 
to the oil of a different tree ; see quot. 

1834 M. Lewis fml. W. Ind. 126 Immediately after the 
christening the Eboe drums were produced. Ibid. 190 The 
mortification of the Eboes. x866 Tre as. Bot , 476 Aleurites 
triloba [candleberry-tree] yields eboe oil. 

Ebolition, obs. var. Ebullition. 

Ebon (e-ban), sb. and a. Forms : (4 ebenus), 
5-7 eban^e, heban, 6-7 eben(e, heben(e, ebone, 
(9 arch, beben), 6- ebon.. Some of the forms in -e 
may belong to Ebony, [ad. L. hebenus, ebenus , 
ad. Gr. IjSeFoy, perh. of oriental origin ; the Heb. 
D’Dn holmini (Ezek. xxvii. 15) is supposed to be 
the same word. In med.L. {k)ebanus, whence 
some of the Eng. forms ; cf. It., Sp., Pg. ebanoi\ 

A, sb. 

L A hard black wood, the product of a tree 
belonging to the N.O. Ebcnacea. % mentioned in very 
early times as an article of import from the East ; 
— Ebony. Now only poet. 

[1398 Trevisa Barth. DeP. R. xvn. Hi. C1495) 633 Ebenus 
is a tree growynge in Ethiopia wyth blacke coloured c 1440 
Promp. Parv. 135 Eban, tre, ebanus, 1558 Warde tr. 
Alexis' Seer. 96 a, It is very good, .also to make tables and 
coffers of.. Hebene. 1580 Hollyband Treas. Fr. Tong, 
De T Hebene, a wood called Heben. 1627 May Lucan x. 
139 Pillars there Not covered with ^Egyptian Eben were. 
1697 Dkyden Virgil ,18061 1. 207 India black ebon and white 
iv’ry bears. 1846 Lytton Lucretia (1853. 30 x Dark as ebon, 
spreads the one wing. 

1 2 . The tree itself, Diospyros Ebenus , a native 
of Ceylon, Madagascar, and the Mauritius. Obs. 

*555 Eden Decades IV. Ind. (Arb.) 284 Wodde of Heben. 
x6ox Holland Pliny 1. 148 Great woods of Ebene. .alwaies 
greene. 1623 Cockeram iii, Ebone, a blacke tree, bearing 
not leafesnor fruit, being burnt, it yeelds a sweet smell. 

B. attrib. and adj. (chiefly poet, or rhet.) 

1. simple attrib. 

a 1599 Spenser Ruines of 77;m?Wks. (1678 139 A curious 
Coffer made of Heben wood. 1613 Purchas Pilgr. I, vii. 
xi. 595 They found excellent Eben Trees. 1813 Scott 
T rierm. hi. xiii, A weighty curtal-axe . . the tough shaft of 
heben wood. 

2 . attrib. or qnasi-^*. Consisting or made of 
ebony, ; often fig. for 4 black, dark \ 

rS9* Shaks. Ven. % Ad. 948 Deaths ebon dart 1633 P. 
Fletcher Pise. Eel. vii. xvii, Her eye-brow black, like to 
an ebon bow. 1737 West Let . in Gray's Poems , (1775) 20 
Fate, whose ebon sceptre rules The Stygian deserts. 1742 
Young Nt. Th. i. 18 Night, sable goddess ! from, her ebon 
throne. 1772 Sir W. Jones Arcadia Poems (1777! 102 
With ebon knots, and studs of silver, wrought. 1818 Shei* 
ley Rev. Islam 1. xxx, But when in ebon Mirror, Night- 


mare fell. 1863 LoNgf. Wayside Inn, and Day, Inter! m 
19. From out its ebon case his violin the minstrel drew. * * 

8 . adj. Of the colour of ebony ; black, dark, sombre. 

1607 Heywood Fair M. of Exchange x. Wks. 1874 II ig 
As blind as Ebon night. : 1632 Milton L* Allegro 5 There 
under ebon shades. .In dark Cimmerian desert ever dwell 
<**7°3 Pomfret Poet. Whs. (1833) Night. 1 spreads her 
ebon curtains round. 1802 Coleridge Sibyl. Leaves II . ing 
Deep in the air and dark, substantial, black, An ebon mass 
1843 Prescott Mexico hi. vi. (1864) 168 The image of the 
mystic deity, .with ebon features. 

4 . Erroneously used for 1 ivory*. 

*593 G: Fletcher Licia Sonn. xxix. (1872) 109 Her Ebon 
thighes. Ibid, xxxix. (1872) 109 Those Ebon hands. 

C. Comb. a. similative, as ebon-black , - coloured ; 
b. instrumental and parasynthetic, as ebon faced 
-masted, -sceptred, -tipped,* etc. * 

. 1592 Greene Poems 85 How bright-eyed his Phillis was 
. . When fro th’ arches )ebon-biack flew looks as a lightning 
1588 Shaks. L. L. L. i. i. 246 The*ebon coloured Inke. 1835*6 
Todd Cycl. Anat. I. 621 x Melanosis may be found in the 
form of brown or ebon-coloured fluid. x6ox Death Earl 
Huntington 11. i. in Hazl. Dodsley VIIL 256 Pitch-colour’d, 
*ebon-fac’d, blacker than black. 1845 Hirst Poems 66 
Royal vessels .. *ebon masted. 1745 T. Warton Pleas. 
Melanch. 113 Night. .Sister of ^ebon-sceptred Hecat, hail j 
?8i8 Keats Endym. 1. 147 With *ebon-tipped flutes. 

Hence E-Tbonine a., dark, sombre. 
x83i Palgrave Visions of Eng. 292 Through that ebonine 
gate of doom The thrice five thousand are flown. 

Ebonist (e bonist). [f. Ebon-y + -jst. Cf. F. 
ebjnistei\ A worker or dealer in ebony or other 
ornamental woods. 

1706 Phillips, Ebonist, one that works or deals in Ebony. 
1721-1800 in Bailey. 1871 Athenmim 24 June 783 A great 
hubbub ofglaziers, carpenters, ebonists, iron and tile workers. 

Ebonite (e-bonoit'. [f. Ebon-y + -ITE.] A hard 
compound of india-rubber and sulphur, united by 
the action of heat. Another name for it is Vul- 
canite. Also attrib. 

x86x Client. News Oct. 221^ The material known as hard 
India rubber, vulcanite, „ .or in its most perfect condition as 
ebonite. 1879 in Cassel's Techn. Educ. I V. 288/x Hard or 
horny caoutchouc, such as will come under the designation 
of ebonite, . 

Ebonis© (e p b6n;?iz\ v. [f. Ebon-y + -ize.] 
trans. To make (furniture, etc.) look like ebony. 
Hence E’bonized///. a. 

x88o Daily Tel. 27 Oct., Since black and gold is so fashion- 
able in furniture, he might be agreeably ebonised and gilded. 
1879 Miss Braddon Vixen III. 313 Ebonised chairs. 
Ebony (e*b6ni).- Forms: 4 hebenyf, 6 ho- 
beny, ebonie, (7 ebany, ebeny, ibony), 7- 
ebony. [Of somewhat obscure formation : ME* 
hebenyf is app. ad. L. hebeninus (? misread as 
hebenmus), ad. Gr. kfiiinvos made of ebony, f‘ 
hebenus ebony. Cf. B2bon.] 

1 . a. A hard black wood, obtained from various 
species of the N.O. Ebenacese , especially that men- 
tioned under Ebon 2, and Diospyros Melanoxylon, 
a native of Coromandel, b. The wood of Brya 
Ebenus (quot. 1725), a native. of Jamaica. 

1382 Wyclif Ezek. xxvii. 15 Teeth, of .. hebenyf [Vulg. 
dentes hebeniros ], that is a tree that after that it is hit 
waxith hard as a stoon. 1573 ^ r t Limning 9 The saide 
vernishe maketh tables .. of,., hebeny to glister, 1597 
Greene Poems (x86xi 3x2 In a coach of ebony she went. 

1608 Norden Surv. Dial., I saw pales made of an Gke.. 
blacke as Ibony. 1682 Wheler Journ. Greece vr. 448 Here 
grows some Ebany, a 1748 Thomson Sickness 1. iR.) Afllic- 
tion, hail !. .open wide thy gates, Thy gates of ebony. x8x6 
J. Smith Panorama Sci. $ Art 1 . 84 Hard woods, such as 
box, lignum-vitae, or ebony. X837 Whewei.l Hist. Induct. 
Sc. (1857) II. 50 A ball of ebony sinks in the water. 1878 
Bosw. Smith Carthage 434 Real downright negroes, half- 
naked, black as ebony. 

2 . One of the trees above-mentioned. 

x8xo Charac. in Ann. Reg. 6x4/2 There are entire woods 
of cedars and ebonies. 1859 Tf.nnent Ceylon II. ix. v. 494 
Ebony is the most important of the trees which they are in 
the habit of felling. 

3 . attrib. 

1598 W. Phillips Linschoten's Trav. Ind. in Arb. Gamer 
III. 28 They carry into India, gold .. ebony wood, 1633 
G. Herbert Temple, Evensong, Thus in thy Ebony box 
Thou dost inclose us. x68x R. Knox Hist. Ceylon 86 Ebeny 

f iestels about fouri foot long. 1756 7 tr. Keysler's Trav. 
1760) I. 378 A large, nasso, or ebony-tree, which much re- 
sembles the fir-tree. x86x Du Chaillu Equal. Afr. xvi. 277 
Quengueza and I .. started up river for the ebony country, 

4 . As the type of intense blackness. Son of 
ebony : humorously — negro. Also attrib., as in 
ebony complexion, skin, etc. 

1834 Mrs. Somerville Connex. Phys. Sc. xxvii. (1849'i 308 
The different tribes of mankind, from the ebony skin of the 
torrid zone to, etc. 1850 Mrs. Stowe Uncle Tom's C. yl 35 
Black Sam. , about three shades blacker than any other son 
j of ebony on the place. 1878 Bosw. SmThi Cartkage 39 A 
race of savages . . the ebony negroes of the Soudan, 
it Ebcmlement. [F, eboulement, f. ebouler to 
crumble (said of earth works V] 

1 . Fortification. The crumbling or falling of the 
wall of a fortification. 

2 . Geology. A sudden rock-fall and earthslip in 
a mountainous region. 

Ebracteate, -ated (flmse-kt/^t, -<fited). Bot. 
[ad. mod.L. ebracteatus, f. e- out of + bractea 
Bbact; see -ate, -ed.] Destitute of bracts. 
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1830 Lindley Nal Sysl Bot. 167 ApetaJous dicotyledons. 
With . . herbaceous ebracteate calyxes. 1870 Bentley Bot. 
181 When bracts are absent altogether, such plants are said 
to be ebracteated. 1882 Vines Sacks 1 Bot. 621 The ebrac- 
teate flowers stand on the rachis of the inflorescence. 

Ebraxteolate, a. Bot. [ad. mod.L. ebrac - 
ieoldtus ; cf. prec. and Bracteolate.] Not fur- 
nished with bracteoles. 

1870 Hooker Stud. Flora 201 Receptacle ebracteolate. 

Ebraiek, Ebrew : see Hebraic, Hebrew, 

1721-1800 in Bailey, Ebraick. 

•f Ebra-ngle,^. Obs. rare— 1 , [ad. F. ebraizler, 
after Bran g le.] trans. To shake violently. 

a 1693 U rquhart Rabelais in. xxxii. (1708; 452 Their whole 
body is shaken and ebrangled. 

Ebriate (rbri^'t), a. humorous . [ad. L. ebriat- 
us> pa. pple. of ebriare to make drunk.] Intoxi- 
cated ; Jig. Hence E briatmg' ppl a., intoxicating. 

1847 Black to. Mag. LX I. 704 Acme . . Kissed her sweet 
youth’s ebriate eyes. 1872 M. Collins Plunges for Pearl 

II. vii. 720 He . . solaced himself with something ebriat- 
ing. 

tE*brieta ting, ppl a. Obs. rare- 1 , [f. 
*ebrietate vb. (f. Kbriety + -ate ; cf. capacitate, 
habilitate, etc.) + -ING 2 .] Intoxicating. 

1711 Brit. Apollo IV. No. 18. 2/1 Things .. of an ebrie- 
tating Quality. 

1 Ebriety if brsreti). [ad. F. Sbriete , £ L. ebrietdt- 
em, f. ebrius drunk.] 

■ 1 . The state or habit of being intoxicated, drunken- 
ness. “f Also pi. instances of intoxication. 

: 1582 A'. T. (Rhem.) Gal. v. 21 The workes of the flesh .. 
are, fornication . . ebrieties, commessations, and such like. 
1614 T. Adams Debit’s Bang. 42 The Satietie of Epicurisme, 
the gallantnesse of Ebrietie. 1670 Maynwaring Vita Sana 
Vi 73 Ebriety may properly be said to be a Disease or 
sickness. 1738 Monthly Rev, 185^ Some under the most 
extreme exigencies of poverty, will indulge in ebriety. 1785 
W. F. Martyn Geog. Mag. II. 144 His lather’s unconquer- 
able ebriety.^ 1859 Jephson Brittany xvi. 273. Our guide 
to the garrulity of age added that of partial ebriety. 

2 . Jig. Excitement, an excited condition. 

1751 Johnson Rambl. No. 167 ?6, The ebriety of constant 
amusement. 

" I! Ebrillade. [Fr.] Manbge. A check of the 
bridle which the horseman gives to the horse, by 
a .jerk of one rein, when he refuses to turn. 

£753 Chambers CycLSupp. 1755 Johnson; and mod. Diets. 
Ebrlose (/bri^s), a. humorous . [ad. L. ebri- 
(jsus.\ Drunk. 

1871 Atlantic Monthly Jan. , A .. cabman * copiously 
ebriose’. a 1882 J. Brown John Leech in Horse Subs. Ser. 

III, (1882) 17 Returning home . . copiously ebriose from 
Epsorn^ 

Ebriosity (fbri|^*siti), rare. [ad. F. ebriositS, 
L. ebridsitdGcm, f. ebridsus habitually drunk.] 
a. Habitual intoxication, b. Exhilaration ; 
physical excitement. 

1646 Sir T, Browne Pseud. Ep. 270 Will neither acquit 
ebriosity nor ebriety, in their known and intended, perver- 
sions. 1859 Thoreau Walden xj, 237 Of all ebriosity, who 
does not prefer to be intoxicated by the air he breathes. 

Ebrious (r brias), a. [f. L. ebri-us + -ous.] 

.a. Addicted to drink ; tipsy, b. Characteristic 
of the intoxicated state. Hence E'brionsly adv. 
.1569 Newton Cicero's Old Age 33 Not ebriously swilled 
but moderatlye tasted. 1630 Prynne A nti-A miin. 268 The 
second was but a dissolute, ebrious, prophane, luxurious Eng r 
lish-Dutchman. 1656 Blount Glossogr Ebrious , drunken, 
or that causeth drunkenness. 1858 Cassell's Art Treas. 
Exhib. 412 Those young sots with the ebrious faces, 
t Ebritian. Obs. rare— 1 , [irreg. f. Ebr-ew 
Hebrew, to match Grecian A Hebraist 
1691 Wood Ath, Oxon. I. 97 He was a very good Grecian 
and Ebritian. 

^E*bryson, a. Obs. rare— 1 , [prob. corrupted 
form of late Gr. oBpvfyv ( ypvcrtov ) pure gold, 
Cf. Chambers Cycl. Supp. (175$), 1 Ebrizius color, 
a term used by some of the old writers to express 
a very fine yellow’.] 

<71485 Digby Myst. "(1882) 1. 14 Of Ierico the sote rose 
ffloure, Gold Ebryson callid in pictur. 

, t Ebirccinate, v Obs. [f, E- 4- Buccinate.] 
trans. To trumpet forth. Hence Ebwccinator. 

1541 Becon News out of Heav. Wks. (1843) 43 The ebuc- 
cinator, shewer, and declarer of these news, I have made 
Gabriel. 1588 Newton in Farr’s S. P. {1845) II. 553 The 
troupes seraphicall . . Ebuccinate Gods power. 1666 tr. 
H orace 2 Odes xix, He fill’d with Bacchus power assayes To 
tebuccinate his fame and praise, 
t Ebull. Obs. rare— 1 , [ad. L. ebulus .] The 
Dwarf Elder {Sambucus Ebulus). 

1398 Trevisa Barth. Be P.R. xvn. lx. (14951 636 Ebulus 
is a wede moost lyke to Elerne tree bothe in leuys and in 
stalkys. 1589 Fleming Virg. Eclog. x. 23 Pan.. we saw 
[colourd] red With bloudie berries of ebull tree. 

+ Ebullate, v. Obs, rare. Also 8 ebulate. 
[f. late L. ebulldre, var. of ebullire ; see -ate.] 
intr. To boil, be in a state of ebullition. 

1623 Cockeram 11, . To Beyle, Elixate, Ebullate. ' 1656 
Blount Glossogr , Ebullate, to bubble or burst out, 1738 
[G. Smith] Cur. Relations II. 195 Continually boiling and 
emulating oyer a great Fire. 

Ebu'lliate. rare, [badly f. L. ebullire ; see 
next and -ate 3 .] trans. and intr. To boil ; to 
Rubble out. 

1599 A. M. tr. Gabelhoueds Bk. Physicke 38/2 The vineger 


wherin the pepper was ebulliated. 1633 Pkynne Histrio - 
M. x. vi. iii. (R.) Whence this 29. play-oppugning argu- 
ment will ebulliate. 1710 Brit. Apollo III. 77 The Blood 
. .ebulliates. 1853 Landor Wks. (1868) II. 259 A heart too 

contracted, .to let what it holds ebulliate very freely. 

Ebullience (zT«r liens). [f. L. ebullient~em, 
pr. pple. of ebullire, £ e out + bullire to Boil. See 
-ence.] An issuing forth in agitation, like boiling 
water ; overflow ; enthusiasm, extravagance. 

1749 Fielding Tom Jones Wks. 1775 II. 170 The extra- 
vagance, or rather ebullience of his passion. 1825 Carlyle 
Schiller n. (1845) 79 The ebullience of youth is now chastened 
into the stedfast energy of manhood. 1885 Swinburne in 
19 th Cent. Jan. 67 The danger of an overflow into gushing 
ebullience. 

Ebulliency (/bzrliensi). [f.prec. + -Y.] 

1 . The quality of being ebullient': readiness to 
boil or bubble forth or overflow, lit. an d jdg. 

1676 R. Dixon Two Test. 228 Mistaking . . the ebulliency 
of their Fancies . . for a supernatural Inspiration. _ 1817 
Coleridge Biog. Lit. 68 The simple, whom . . an original 
ebulliency of spirit, had urged to the investigation of the 
ground of all things. 1885 A tkeneemn 19 Sept. 379/2 Neville 
acts with his customary ebulliency and manliness, 

2 . pi. - Ebullition 4.. 

1 667 H. More Div. Dial, i, § 72(1713! 24 In the . . fer- 
ments and ebulliencies of the Spirits of Men in this 
Age. ' 

Ebullient (/barlient). [ad. L. ebullient-em, 
pr. pple. of ebullire ; see prec.] 

1 . That boils ; boiling ; agitated, as if boiling. ^ 

1599 A.. M. tr. Gabelhouer's BA. Physicke 4/1 Let this 

bottle remayne one howerin hot ebullient water. 1814 Cary 
Dante (1871) 304 Every cirque Ebullient shot forth scin- 
tillating fires. 1842 G. P. Scrope Volcanos 14 Lava in a 
liquid and ebullient state. 

2 . a. Of the humours of the body : Agitated, hot, 
effervescent, b. Of drugs and diseases : Causing 
heat and agitation. 

1620 Venner Via Recta iv. 79 The same is of an hot and 
ebullient nature. Ibid. (1650) 161 They engender ebullient 
humors. 1684 tr. Bonefs Merc. Compit.yu 226 The body is 
affected, .as if some part were put in boiling water, where- 
fore some have called this the Ebullient Ague. 1727 Swift 
Gulliver iii. vi. 216 Great counsels are often troubled with 
. .ebullient, .humours. 1742 Young Nt. Th. via. 1320 They 
scarce can swallow their ebullient spleen. 

fig- Of energy, feelings, influences: Gushing 
forth like boiling water ; bubbling over, overflow- 
ing, enthusiastic- Constr. with. 

1664 H. More Myst. Iniq. vii. 126 That fountain of life 
which ought to be ebullient in every Regenerate Christian. 
1828 Southey Ess. (1832} I. 352 The general and ebullient 
feeling with which all Britain overflowed imposed silence 
upon the lying lips. 1844 Black no. Mag. LVI. 532 His 
commentaries on the past are ebullient with subtlety. 1876 
G. P. Lathrop in N. Amer. Rev. CXXI 1 I. 429 The ebul- 
lient undulating prose style of the poet. 

Hence EbuTlieutly adv. 

1887 Punch 10 Sept, no Ebulliently sentimental novelist. 

Ebullioscope (fb^-li^sk^p). [mod. £ in Fr. ; 
hybrid formation on L. ebullire + Gr. -anorros an 
observer.] (See quot.) 

1880 Chambers' Cycl., Ebullioscope, an instrument for 
ascertaining the strength of distilled liquors by observing 
the boiling point and the atmospheric pressure. 1882 Nature 
No. 636. 236 [M. Mai ligand’s] ebullioscope . . which the 
French Syndical Chambers adopted in 7878. 

Ebullition (ebzdrjon). Forms: 6 ebully- 
cion, ebulicion, -ition, 6-7 ebolition, 7 ebul- 
lietlon, 7- ebullition, [ad. L. ebullition-em , f. 
ebullire {see prec.), whence OF . ebullicion, Sp. 
ebulicion , It. ebullizione, ebollizione. The earlier 
Eng. forms are prob. from Fr.] 

1 . The process of boiling, or keeping a liquid at 
the boiling point by the application of heat; the 
state of bubbling agitation into which a liquid is 
thrown by being heated to the boiling point. In 
first quot. peril, (etymologically) the process of 
extracting by boiling. 

1594 Plat Jevuell-ho. in, 16 When you haue gotten out by 
ebulition the full strength & vertue. a 1681 tr. Willis' Rem. 
Med. Wks. (1681) Voc., Ebullition, a boiling up. 1791 
Hamilton Bertkollefs Dyeing I. 1. 1. v. 76 Galls are almost 
totally soluble in water by long ebullition. 1702 Phil, Trans. 
LXXXII. 403 Ebullition is that state of a liquid in which 
steam is continually formed within itself. 1831 Brewster 
Nat. Magic xix. (1833) 302 Fluids of easy ebullition. 2842 
G. P. Scrope Volcanos (1862) 30 This body of lava is evi- 
dently at such times in igneous ebullition. 

fb. Pathol. A state of agitation in the blood 
or 1 humours ’ due to heat; formerly supposed to 
be the cause of the action of the heart, and when 
morbid to give rise to febrile and inflammatory 
disorders. ’ Obs. 

1547 Boorde Brev. Health Ixxiii. zt b, It maj^e come of. . 
ebullycion of the ly ver. 1623 Hart A rraigmn. Ur. ii. 7 The 
ebullition or concoction of blood. 1647 Lilly Chr. Astrol. 
xliv. 263 [Mars I bpng the cause of a Feaver . . shewes ebo- 
lition or a boyling of the humours. 1710 T. Fuller Pharm. 
Extemp. 20 Scorbutick Ale . . restraineth the Ebullition . . 
of the Vapourous Blood. 1753 Chambers Cycl. Supp., 
Ebullition of the Blood . . in medicine a term used by some 
of the old writers. 

2 . iransf. A state of agitation in a liquid re- 
sembling that produced by boiling heat ; rapid 
formation of bubbles, effervescence. 

7646 Sir TV Browne Pseud. Ep , . 197 Copper, which is dis- 


ECABT& 

solved with lesse ebullition. 7686 W. Harris Lemery's Course 
Chym. ii. xxi. 602 The ebullition which happens between 
acid and alkali. 1727 Bradley Fam. Bid. I. s v. Eupltor- 
bium. Spirit of Nitre and that of Vitriol, penetrate the same, 
without Ebullition. 1822 Imison Sc. <y Artll. 109 Muri- 
atic acid does not act upon copper except in a state of 
ebullition. 

3 . The action of rushing forth in a state of 
agitation or boiling ; said of water, and transf. of 
fire, lava, etc. (In quot. 1599 humorously of 
tobacco-smoke.) . 

2599 B. Jonson Ev. Man out Hum. iii. iii. 44 The prac- 
tice of the Cuban ebolition, Euripus, and Whiffe.^ 1660 
Stanley Hist. Philos. (1701) 166 The fiery ebullitions of 
-Etna. 16S3 Pettus F'lcta Min. 11. s.v. Boyling , This ebo- 
lition or plawing [of a spring). 1692 Ray Biscourses n. 
v. (1732- 269 The Ebullition and Volutation of the melted 
Materials. 1759 B. Martin Nat. Hist. Eng. I. 381 The 
ebullitions of this Spring are very remarkable. 1830 Lyell 
Princ. Geol. (1875) L 11. xix. 448 A great ebullition of gas 
took place. 7860 Tyndall Glac.11. xxiv. 356 Ebullition is 
converted into explosion. 

4 . fig. A sudden outburst or boiling or bubbling 
over: a. of war or civil commotion. 

7534 Ld. Berners Gold. Bk. M. A urel. (15461 Bviij, The 
ebulicion and mouyng of cyuyll warres. ; 1665 Manley 
Grotius' Low-C. Warrs 11 The Law, which kept under 
the violent ebullitions of their power. ^ 7878 W. F. Napier 
Penins. War I. 31 After the first ebullition at Manresa, the 
insurrection of Catalonia lingered awhile. 

b. of passion ; also, of fancy, sentiment, etc. 
7638 Sanderson Semi. II. 109 The ebullitions of those 
lusts that war in our members. 7655 IL Vaughan Si lex 
Scint. 1. (1858) Pref. 9 The obvious ebullitions of that light 
humour which takes the pen in hand . . to be seen in print. 
1758 Johnson Idler No. 79 J* 5 Such faults may be said 
to be ebullitions of genius. 7796 Morse A mer. Geog. I. 339 
These ebullitions of jealousy. 7816 J. Scott Vis. Paris 
App. 293 A slight ebullition of French flattery. 1841 
D’Israeli Amen. Lit. (1867) 325 A revolutionary reform 
breaks out with an ebullition of popular feelings. 

Hence Ebulli tiouary a., of the nature of an 
ebullition. 

1830 Black in Fraser's Mag. I. 287 The saline particles 
have been added to the ebullitionary agitation, 
t K bnlum. Obs. [a. L. ebulum the dwarf 
elder-tree ] A name for elderberry wine. 

7713 Loiid. <5- Country Brew. 111. (1743V195 Make a white 
Ebulum with pale Malt and white Elder-berries. 7750 E. 
Smith Conip 1 . Houservife 245 To make Ebulum# 

Ebure, obs. form of Ivory. 

1 33 burgese. Obs. rare— 1 . Some silken stuff. 
7558 Wills $ Inv. N. C. 1 . (1835) 182 One other teaster of 
yeliowe and blewe satten eburgese. 

Ebnrin (Dbiimn). [f. ’b. ebur ivory + -m] 

* A substance obtained by subjecting a mixture of 
ivory or bone dust with albumen or ox blood to 
great pressure at a high temperature. It is very 
hard, and is a non-conductor of electricity ’ (Syd. 
Soc. Lex.). 

Eburnation (ibt?in^jbn). Pathol [f. L. 
eburnus made of ivory + -ation.] * The act or 
process of becoming hard and dense like ivory* 
fSyd. Soc. Lex.). So also Ebur nated ///. a. 

7840 Liston Surgery 83 Eburnation of the surfaces of the 
Bones. x86r Bumstead !>«. Bis. (1879 616 This tendency 
to eburnation and thickening of the osseous tissue is not 
confined to the part first affected. 7870 Holmes Surgery 
(ed, 2) III: 712 A fractured rachitic ‘ eburnated ’ bone. 

Eburnean, -ian (i1m\mz“an), a. [f. L. eburne - 
us made of ivory + -(i)an.] Made of or resem- 
bling ivory. 

1656 Blount Glossogr., Ebumean, of Ivory, or white like 
Ivory. 1721-7800 in Bailey. 7866 J. Rose Virg. Eel $ 
Georg. 97 Of Pelops and far-famed eburnian limb. 
Ebumeoid (fb^*jnf,oid), a. [f. as prec, +-OIB.] 
Showing a resemblance to ivory. 

7847-9 Todd Cycl. Anal IV. 705/2 Parts of bone acquire 
that decree of hardness, which has been termed eburneoid 
induration. 

Ebu-mificaiiicn. rare. Eburnation. 

7878 Bartley tr. Topinards Antkrop. iv. 735 Another 
[characteristic] drawn from the eburnification .. of the 
teeth. ■ ■ • 

Eburniue (fb^*in3in), a. rare— 1 , [f, L. ebtirn- 
us + -ink.] Ivory-like, ivory- coloured. 

1822 Blackw. Mag. XII. 669 Arms and bosom ebumine. 

Ecalcarate (fksedkar^t), a. Bot. [f. E -3 + L. 
calcar spur + -aye,] Without a spur. 

1819 Pantologia , Ecalcarate, in botany, a corol, without 
any spur, of spur-shaped nectary. As in W olfenia. 7866 
in Treas. Bot. 7883 in Syd. Soc. Lex. 

E car dine (fka-idain). [f. E -3 + L. cardin-em 
hinge.] A mollusc whose shell has no hinge. 

7878 Bell GegenbauePs Comp. Anal 308 In the Ecar- 
dines. the; two valves, .have pretty much the same form. 

|| Ecart6 (^karttf). [F. I carte. Scarier to discard, 
to throw out cards.] A game of cards for two per- 
sons, in playing which the cards from 2 to 6 are 
excluded. One feature is that a player may ask 
leave to discard, or throw out certain cards from 
his hand, and replace them with fresh ones from 
the pack. Also attrib. 

7824 Ctitle) A Treatise on the Game of Ecarte, as played 
in the first circles of London and Paris. 7848 Thackeray 
Van. Fair xxv. She watched over him kindly at J&carte of 
a night. 7848 W. H. Kelly tr. L. Blands Hist . Ten V. I. 
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355 M. Cavaignac threw on an £carte- table in the Louvre 
a packet of cartridges. 1878 ‘Cavendish' [Hy, Jones] 
E carte 21 The game of dcarte in some of its features, 
namely the discard (from which its name is derived) and 
the score for the king, is of modern origin. 

II Ecartel6 p a. [F. kartell , pa. pple. of ecar- 
teler to divide into quarters.] Her. Of a shield : 
Divided into quarters by an horizontal and a ver- 
tical line ‘ quarterly \ (Bailey.) 

1731-6 in Bailey. 1775 in Ash. 

Ecarinate (^kserinit), a. Bet, [f. E-3 + L. 
carina keel + -ate.] That has no carina. 

f Hearts. Obs. rare l . 

1714 Fr. Bk. of Rates 383 A List of Merchandizes coming 
from the Levant. .Buff called Ecarts. 


f Eca-sterly, adv. Obs~° [f. L. ecastor c by 
Castor’ +-LY\] (See qnot) 

1623 Cockeram 11, By my Faith, ecasterly . 

Ecaudate (zk^'d^t ,<2. [ad. mod.L. ecauddt-us, 
f. e (see E-3) + L. cauda tail : see -ate.] 

X. Zool. That has no tail, or a very short one. ^ 
1847-9 Todd Cycl. Anat . IV. 4/1 Animals . . changing 
their form to caudate or ecaudate at pleasure. 1856-8 W. 
Clark Van der Hoeven's Zool. I. 52 Astusice. Body not 
loricated, caudate or ecaudate, form mutable. 

2 . Bot. ‘Spikeless, without a stem’ (Paxton, 


Bot. Diet . 1840). 

|| E'cbasis. [Gr. e/cBaois, f. stem of c K&tuveiv to 
go out, digress.] See quot. (Craig’s explanation, 
copied in later Diets., appears to be merely a 
guess. In sense ‘digression’ the word appears in 
late Lat.) 

1706 Phillips, Ecbasis. a going out, an Event ; also a 
Rhetorical Figure call’d Digression. 1847 Craig, Ecbasis, 
in Rhetoric, a figure in which the orator treats of things 
according to their events or consequences. 

Ecfoatic (ekbse’tik), a. Gram. [ad. Gr. l/cj 3 a- 
nfcos, implied in the adv. fa&drucSis, used by late 
grammarians ; f. kfc&aiveiv to result, issue ; cf. in- 
(Sams a result, consequence.] Of a clause or a con- 
junction : Denoting a mere result or consequence, 
as distinguished from a purpose or intention. 

1836 E. Robinson Greek Lex. N. T. (1869) 376 [The use 
of Iva. is sometimes] ecbatic. 1866 E. Masson tr. Winer's 
Gram. N. T. (ed. 6) 479 Others.. are for admitting the 
ecbatic import of tva, 

li Ecblastesis (ekblaestrsis). Bot. [mod.L., 

a. Gr. €K/3\a<rri]<ri<! ‘shooting or budding forth* 
(Liddell and Scott).] (See quot.) 

2866 Treas. Bot., Ecblastesis , the production of buds 
within flowers, in consequence of monstrous developement, 
or in inflorescences. 

|| Ecbole (e-kb^lf). [mod.L., a. Gr. iK&oXij, f. 
i/ciHoXX-tiv to throw out.] 

1 . Rhet. A digression, in which a person is in- 
troduced speaking his own words. (Webster,) 

2753 Chambers Cycl. Supp., Ecbole in rhetoric is used for 
a digression. 

2 . In ancient Music : see quot. 

1819 Pantologia , Ecbole , a. ; change in the enharmonic 
genus, by the accidental elevation of a chord, or string, five 
dieses above its ordinary pitch. 

Ecbolic (ektyrlik), a. 8c sb. Med. [as if ad. 
Gr. Ik&oXikus, f. htcfSoXi) expulsion.] 

A. adj. That promotes the expulsion of the 
fetus. 

1877 Woodman & Tidy Forensic Med. 756 The ecbolic 
properties of ergot are too well known. 

B. sb. A drug that possesses this property. 

1753 Chambers Cycl. Supp., Ecbolics . . a term used to 

express such medicines as were given to promote delivery 
in child-birth. 1875 H. Wood Therap. i 1879) 549 Cases 
must be rare in which the latter [obstetric instruments] are 
not preferable to the ecbolic. 

Eccaleobi’OH. [Gr. sentence eiefcaXieo fiiov 
(intended to mean ‘I evoke life’) written as one 
word.] The name given to an egg-hatching appa- 
ratus invented by W. Bucknell about 1839. 

2839 Bucknell (title), Eccaleobion : a Treatise on Artificial 
Incubation. 2847 Craig, Eccaleobion, a contrivance for 
hatching eggs by artificial heat. 1880 Harpeds Mag. 787 
Willis's Home Journal was at one time a very eccaleobion 
for young writers. 

f Eccatha*rtic, a. Obs. [as if ad. Gr. *kfcm6ap- 
tikqs, f. kfcfcaBalpuv to cleanse out.] = Cathartic ; 
erroneously taken by Willis in the contrary sense. 

2682 tr. Willis' Rem. Med. Wks. Voc., Eccathartic, not 
purging. 

II Ecce (e*ksi). Latin for ‘lo!’ or ‘behold!* Used 
in phrases like Ecce signuml behold a sign ! 
Also Ecce Homo, ‘behold the Man’ {John xix. 
5) ; hence used subst. for a picture representing 
Christ wearing the crown of thorns. 

2596 Shaks. i Hen. IV, il iv. 187 Ecce signum. 1665 J. 
Spencer Prophecies 46 The many Ecce's and Selah’s they 
affix to their prophetic Speeches. 

Hence f Ecceity [ad. med.L. ecceitas ; see -ity], 
the quality of being present. 

*549 Chaloner Erasm. Marias Enc. Mj a, Innumerable 
such fine toyes have they . .of Instantes . .and ecceitees. x$8* 
J. Bell H addon's Ando, Osor. 56 In Distinctions, eccyties 
and quiddities, they [the Schoolemen] could many time 
easely see that thing which was no where at all. 271X 
tr. Werenfelsius' Disease. Logomachys 201 Hsecceitys, ecce- 
itys, petreitys, etc. 


Eccentric (ekse*ntrik), a. Forms : 6 eccen 
trike, 6 9 excentrie(k<,e, 7-8 eecentrick, 7 ©c-# 
©xcentrique, 7- eccentric, [ad. late L. eccen- 
tricus, f. Gr. iricevrpos eccentric as opposed to con- 
centric (f. l/c out of + nlvrpov centre) ; see -ic ; the 
word is found in all the Romanic langs. : Fr. ex - 
centrique (14th c. in Littre), Pr. excentric , It. 
eccentric 0, Sp. exclntrico . ] A. adj. 

1 . Of a circle : Not concentric with another circle 
(const, to). Of two or more circles : Not mutually 
concentric. Chiefly used of circles of which one 
is within the other, f Eccentric orb : in the Pto- 
lemaic astronomy, an orbit not having the earth 
precisely in its centre (afterwards sometimes used 
in a Copemican sense : an orbit not having the 
sun precisely in its centre), 

2552 Recorde Cast. Know l . (1556) 247 These two circles 
. .are eccentrike, for that they haue not one common centre. 
2622 Burton Anat. Mel. n, u. in. (1652) 259/2 Which how- 
soever Ptolemy, &c., maintaine to be reall Orbs, excen- 
trick, concentricke. 2656 tr. Hobbes' Elem. Philos. (1839) 
431 This annual orb [of the earth] is eccentric to the sun. 

t b. fig. Not agreeing, having little in common. 
Const, from , to. Obs. 

1607-22 Bacon Wisdom , Ess. (Arb.) 184 His owne endes, 
which must needes be often eccentrique to the endes of his 
Master or State. 1666 Collins in Rigaud Corr. Sci. Me?t 
(1841) II. 463 My book of Accounts, .is so eccentric to your 
studies as I. thought it unworthy your acceptance. 1670 
Sanderson in Ussher Power Princes (1683) Pref., A task. . 
altogether excentrick from their function and calling. 

2 . That has its axis, its point of support, etc., 
otherwise than centrally placed. Cf. B. 2. 

2647 W ard S imp. Colter 45 Else the world will be Eccen- 
trick, and then it will whirle. 2743 Savkry in Phil. Trans. 
XLVIII. 177 Large object-glasses for telescopes are not 
commonly well center'd. .1 . .return'd [two faulty ones] and 
had two sent me again, as eccentric well nigh as the former 
ones. 2825 Wood Railroads 248 This eccentric circle is 
loose upon the axle, .a circular hoop, .fits the circumference 
of the eccentric motion. 2832 J. Holland Manuf. Metals 
I. 92 That ingenious but simple contrivance the eccentric 
wheel. 

3 . Not centrally placed. Of an axis, etc. : Not 
passing through the centre. 

1849 Sir J. Herschel Outlines A stron. Hi. § 241 (1858) 
83 If the axis be excentric. 2882 Vines Sacks* Bot. 203 The 
organic centre of the transverse section does not usually 
coincide with the geometrical centre, as is easily seen in the 
transverse sections of most petioles and horizontal branches 
with an 4 eccentric ' pith. 1884 Bower & Scott De Bary's 
Phaner. $ Ferns 365 The position of the bundle in the root 
is from the first slightly eccentric. 

fb. Of a locality: Remote from the centre; 
out of the way. f So Fr. quartier excentrique '. ] Obs. 

2800 T. Jefferson Writ. (2859) IV. 312 [The College] 
is . . eccentric in its position, exposed to ail bilious diseases 
abandoned by the public care. 

c. Rhys. (See quot.) 

2876 Bernstein Five Senses 20 The sensation of sight can 
only take place, .in the brain, .and yet we transfer the ob- 
ject seen to the external world surrounding us. This fact 
is called the law of eccentric sensation. 

1 4 . Misused for : Having no centre. Obs. 

2633 T. Adams Exp . 2 Peter ixi. 7 Only that is eccentric, 
whicii was never made. 2652 Benlowes Theoph. 11. xli. 28 
Deaths hell deaths Self out-deaths. Vindictive Place !. .Ex- 
centrick Space t 2681 tr. Willis’ Rem, Med. Wks. Voc., 
Eccentric , without centre. 

5 . Of orbital motion : Not referable to a fixed 
centre of revolution ; not circular. Of a curve, an 
elliptic, parabolic, or hyperbolic orbit : Deviating 
(in greater or less degree) from a circular form. 

164a Howell For. Trav. 77 Let these Lights . . be 
kept from irregular and eccentrique motions. 1692 Bent- 
ley Boyle Led . vii. 247 They could not acquire such Revo- 
lutions in Ellipses very little Eccentric. 2796 Morse 
Amer. Geog. I. 32 Like other planets moving about the sun 
in very eccentric ellipses. 1866 Sir J. Herschel Fam. 
Led , Sc., Comets 104 A comet moves round the sun . .in an 
immensely elongated, or as it is termed a very eccentric, 
ellipse. 

b. transf. Of a heavenly body : Moving in an 
orbit deviating (more or less) from a circle. 

a 2722 Keill Maupertuis Diss. (1734) 63 The Comets are no 
more, .than very excentric Planets, a 2792 Wesley Semt. 
lxix. 8 Wks. 1811 IX. 249 Those horrid, eccentric orbs. 
1826 J. Smith Panorama Sc. $ Art I. 581 When very ec- 
centric planets or comets go round any flat star, in orbits 
much inclined to its equator. 

c. Eccentric anomaly : the true anomaly of a 
planet moving in an eccentric orbit (opposed to 
the mean anomaly). Eccentric equation ; see 
Equation. 

6. fig. Regulated by no central control. 

a. Of actions, movements, and things in general : 
Irregular, anomalous, proceeding by no known 
method, capricious. 

c 2630 Drumm. of Hawth. Poems 295 Finding all eccen- 
trick m our times. 2792 Burke Pres. St. Aff. Wks, I. 586 
The eecentrick aberration of Charles the Second. 2848 
Macaulay Hist. Eng. I. 657 This eccentric clemency has 
perplexed some writers. 

b. Of persons and personal attributes; Devi- 
ating from usual methods, odd, whimsical. 

2685 86 Loyal Poems, Shaftesbury's Farew, 6 The bright- 
est, yet the most excentrick Soul. 2695 Ld. Preston 
Boeth . il 68 The Extravagance of Excentnck and irregular 


Desires. 2771 Mackenzie Man Feel, xxxiv. (1803) 6t His 
motives were rather excentric. 2802 Mar. Edgeworth 
Moral T. (1816) I. Pref. 7 [Forester is the picture of] an 
eccentric character. 2836 H. Rogers J. Howe ii. (1863; ia 
That great, though unequal and eccentric genius. 

7 . a. quasi-dtofr. b. absol. quasi-jA 
267a Dryden Conq. Granada 1. v. i, He moves excen- 
trique, like a wand'ring Star. 2870 Lowell Among my 
Bks. Ser. 1. (1873) 203 Wordsworth never quite saw the 
distinction between the eccentric and the original. 

B. sb. 

+ 1 . {-eccentric circle, orb ; see A. i„] In Pto- 
lemaic astronomy : A circle or orbit not having 
the earth precisely in its centre. Obs, ex c. Hist. 

[2398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. viii. xi. (1495) 3 i 7 The 
fyrste meuynge of a planete. .is a cercle that hyghte Ecen- 
tricus.] 2562 Eden Art Navig. 1. xx. 22 Eccentricke , is a 
circle which hath his center distant, .from the center of the 
worlde. 1646 SirT. Browne Pseud. Ep , 293 The Perigeum 
or lowest part of the eccentric. 1724 Watts Logic U736) 
225 Excentricks and Epicycles of Ptolomy. 2783 W. F. 
M artyn Geog. Mag. I. Introd. 14 A number of circles called 
eccentrics and epicycles. 

fig- a 1660 Hammond Wks. IV. 551 Reserving, .somewhat 
for common calamities, somewhat as it were for the universal 
motion of the whole body, somewhat for eccen tricks. 

2 . Mech. A circular disc fixed on a revolving 
shaft, some distance out of centre, working freely 
in a ring (the eccentric strap), which is attached 
to a rod called an eccentric rod, by means of 
which the rotating motion of the shaft is converted 
into a backward- and -forward motion. Its most 
frequent use is for working the slide-valve of a 
steam-engine. (Earlier eccentric circle , motion j 
see A. 2). 

1827 Specif. Mandalay's Patent No. 5532 It consists,. in 
the application of an eccentric to work the slide [valve], 
2838 Public Wks. Gt-Brit. 69 The slides are worked by 
four fast eccentrics . . instead of two loose ones. 1881 Me- 
chanic § 657. 302 The set screw in the eccentric shall be 
downwards. 

3 . [Cf. A. 6 b.] A person whose conduct is ir- 
regular, odd, or whimsical. 

1832 Scott St. Renan's Introd., Men of every country 
playing the eccentric. 1850 Kingsley A It. Locke vi. (1879) 
65, I have given no description of the old eccentric's 
abode. 

C. Attrib. and Comb. a. In various parts con- 
nected with the eccentric that works the slide- 
valve in a steam-engine, as eccentric- catch, -kook, 
-rod. Also eccentric-hoop, -ring, or -strap, the 
ring in which the eccentric revolves. 

b. In various machines or parts of machines, 
whose distinctive feature is that they are worked 
by an eccentric wheel or depend upon an eccentric 
arrangement; as eccentric-arbor , -chuck, -cutter 
(in Turning), -engraving, -fan, -gear, -pump. 

2859 Handbk . Turni?ig 57 Eccentric turning, .includes all 
the various . . work for which the powers of a lathe are . . 
celebrated. Ibid. 87 Eccentric chuck. 1884 F, Britten 
Watch ($• Clockm. 100 When the three screws are loosened 
the two parts of the eccentric arbor may be shifted. 

Ecce ntrical, [f. as prec. + -ical.] 

+ 1 . a.* E ccentric A. i. Also^. b. Pertain- 
ing to an eccentric orbit. Obs. 

1640 Wilkins New Planet x, (170 7) 262 Supposing the 
Earth to move in an Eccentrical Orb about the Sun. 1641 
Milton Ch. Govt.i. (1851) 98 With a kinde of eccentricall 
equation. 2646 W. Dell Right Reformation * Whose .. 
interest is excentricall from the. .interest of the kingdoms. 
2658 Sir T. Browne Card. Cyrus iv. 62 Why in the knotts 
of Deal . . the Circles are often eccentrical. 2669 W. Simpson 
Hydrot. Chym. 208 For want of some pregnant Principles., 
they [Physicians] . .are mostwhat eccentrical to the truth. 

2 . Out of the regular track ; exceptional irregular. 
a 2652 J. Smith Set. Disc. ix. ix. (1859) 445 An all-seeing eye 
. . governs the most eccentrical motions of creatures, a 1674 
Clarendon Hist. Reb. (2704) III. xv. 490 There were . . 
many illegal and eccentrical Proceedings. 1768 Blackstone 
Comm, if, 3 There is allowed in those cases an extrajudicial 
or eccentrical kind of remedy. 2827 Pollok Course T. h, 
Vanity to be Renowned for creed eccentrical. 2845 Petrie 
Round Towers l ret. 29 Tops either pointed, or truncated at 
the summit, and ornamented with something eccentrical. 

Ecce ntrically, adv. [f. prec. + -LY2.] In 
an eccentric direction or manner. 

1 . Not concentrically; not symmetrically with 
respect to the centre. 

<22687 Petty Pol. Arith, (2690) 93 A Wheel, .excentrically 
hung neither moves so easily nor performs its work so trueiy. 
2703 Brit. Apollo , Supem. Paper No. 2. 2/2 [The Moon] 
moves Eccentrically with Respect to Us. 2849-5* Toon Cycl. 
Anat. IV. 1206/1 The liver cells in Boltenia are. .arranged 
in eccentrically radiated groups. 2875 Laslett Timber 
Trees 8 The pith is excentrically placed. / 

2 . Out of one’s proper sphere ; irregularly ; in 
mod. use, oddly, whimsically, strangely. 

2678 Yng. Man's Call. 55 Prudence is herein very sollicit- 
ous..That nothing be done excentrically J 737 Common 
Sense 10 Sept., Women ..are confined within the narrow 
Limits of Domestic Offices, and when they stray beyond 
them, they move excentrically, and consequently without 
Grace. 2862 Dickens Gt. Expect. II. 4 The skylight ec- 
centrically patched like a broken head. 

+ Ecce ntricate, V. Obs. rare . [f. Eccen- 
TltTC a. + -ATE.] 

X. trans. Used bombastically for: To disclose. 
2708 Motteux Rabelais v. xx, My design is to . . excen- 
tricate to you my Cogitations. 


ECCENTRICITY. 


29 


% intr. To go out of one’s proper sphere. 

1643 Mercuriits Britannicus 3 Oct. No. 6, 42 We can dis- 
cuss our differences in our own seates and no man go out 
nor excentricate. 

Eccentricity (eksentrrsiti). [f. as prec. + 
-ity.J The state or quality of being Eccentric, q. v. 
1, The quality of being abnormally centred ; of 
not being concentric; of not having the axis in 
the centre, t Orig. of planetary orbits : The fact 
of having the earth at a distance from the centre 
{Ohs. exc. Hist.). In mod. astronomy of a circle or 
arc in the celestial sphere : The fact of not being 
concentric with the sphere. 

1551 Recorde Cast. Kuowl. (1356) 247 Sith the centre of 
the greater circle is by A, and the centre of the lesser circle 
is bv B, the distaunce betweene A and B is the quantitieof 
their eccentricitye. 1594 Davis Seaman's Seer. (1 607) 5 
All which differences are caused by the excentricity of her 
Orbe wherein she moueth. 1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. 
325 Yet by reason of his Excentricity, his [the sun’s] motion 
is unequall. 1839 R. S. Robinson Naut. Steam Eng. 107 
0 r, being the whole motion caused by the eccentricity . . a 
portion of o r must be cut off by the eccentric pulley. 1849 
Sir J. Herschel Outlhies Astron, iii. §141 (1858) 83 The 
effect of excentricity is . . to increase the arc representing 
the angle in question on one side of the circle, 
f 2. The condition of not being centrally situ- 
ated ; distance from the' centre. Qbs . 

1825 T. Jefferson Autobiog. Wks. 1859 I. 48 Its local 
eccentricity . . lessened the general inclination towards it. 
3836 7 Sir W. Hamilton Metaph. xxxii. (1870)11. 241 The 
agitation of one place of a sheet of water expands itself, in 
wider and wider circles . . although, in proportion to its 
eccentricity, it is always becoming fainter. 

8 . Of a curve : Deviation from circular form. 

1696 Whiston The. Earth 1. 11722) 18 All degrees of Eccen- 
tricity make Ellipses of all species. x868 Lockyer Heavens 
(ed. 3) 72 The orbit of Mercury is very elongated, or, in as- 
tronomical language, its excentricity is considerable. 

b. as a measurable quantity. 

The eccentricity of an ellipse was formerly defined as the 
distance between the centre and one of the foci ; it is now 
represented as an abstract number, e. g. as the ratio of the 
focal distance of the centre to the semi-major-axis. _ The 
more modern, expression, however, for the eccentricity of 
all conic sections is the ratio of the focal distance (of any 
point in the curve) to the distance from the directrix. In 
the case of the ellipse this is numerically identical with 
the ratio previously mentioned. 

1726 tr. Gregory's Astron. I. 7T The right Line AP, con- 
necting the Apsides . . the Line of the Apsides ; the Part 
CS of it, the Excentricity. 1787 Bonnycastle Astron . vi. 
90 The distance between the centre of the ellipse O, and 
one of its foci F, is called its eccentricity. 1874 Moseley 
Astron. lxxiii, (ed. 4) 210 Ellipses whose foci, .are near one 
another . . are called ellipses of small eccentricity. 1881 
C. Taylor Conics 164 Having given four points and the 
eccentricity of a hyperbola, .shew how to construct a curve. 
4. The quality or habit of deviating from what 
is usual or regular ; irregularity, oddity, whimsi- 
cality. 

1794 Sullivan View Nat, V. 187, An excursion, for the 
eccentricity of which I shall, .be condemned. 1859 Mill 
Liberty iii. (1865) 39/2 Eccentricity has always abounded 
when and where strength of character has abounded. 1886 
Pall Mall G. 29 Apr. 4/1 What in some persons is called 
eccentricity, in others would be called insanity. 

b. concr . An instance of deviation from what is 
usual, an extravagance. Also pi, 

1657 Colvil Whigs Suppiic. (1751) 49. The like uncer- 
tainty he sees In change of Excentricities. 1818 Mrs. 
Shelley Frankenst. i. 1x865) 10 To render their seeming ec- 
centricities consistent for ever. 1856 Emerson Eng. Traits 
vi. Manners Wks. (Bohn) II. 47, I know not where any per- 
sonal eccentricity is so freely allowed. 1870 Hawthorne 
Eng. Note-bks. (1879) XI. 196 Miscellaneous eccentricities 
of sculpture. 

Ecce*ntrize, v. nonce-wd. [f. Eccentr-xo + 
-ize.] To play the eccentric (quasi - rejl. in 
quot.). 

1836 New Monthly Mag. XLVIII. 461 It has been the 
fashion . . to take up any scribbler who has libelled, fought, 
or eccentrized himself into notice. 

Eccheness, variant of Echeness, Ohs. 

Ecelio, obs. var. Echo. 

Eccliondrosis (ekpndr<?u*sis). Pathol, [a. as- 
sumed Gr. knxovdpaxns, f. be out + x^P 05 cartilage ; 
after words like ecchymosis.'] 

*874 Tones & Siev. Phys. Anat. 14 1 Outgrowths of car- 
tilage, known as ecchondrosis. 

|j Ecchymoma (ekimtfwma). Pathol. [mod.L., 
a. Gr. mx6 ; see next] A tumour formed 
by an effusion of blood under the skin. 

1541 R. Copland Galyen's Terap. 2 H iij, Such rupeyons 
be with ecchymosis or ecchymonia U/V]. 1684 tr. Bonefs 

Merc. Compit. v. 139 When the Ecchymoma . . was just 
turning to an Abscess, I opened it. 1876 Duhring pis. 
Skin 329 Ecchymomata consist of extensive extravasations, 
which appear in the form of tuihors. 

EccEymosed (edum^st, -J«*zd ), ///- a. 
Pathol, [ad. Fr. ecchymosi. f. ecchymose, Fr. form 
of next.] Affected with ecchymosis. 

1834 J. Forbes Laennec’s Dis. Chesty There was an ec- 
chymosed spot . . on the inner surface of the pericardium. 
*878 T. Bryant Pract . Surg. I. 49 The . lymphatic glands 
. .are usually swollen, red, and ecchymosed on section. 

11 Ecchymosis (ekim<?u- s is). Pathol. [mod.L., 
a. Gr. (fcxvfioocris, f. bcxviiotaOai to extravasate 
blood, f. in out + x v pfc juice.] 


* A blotch caused by extravasation of blood below 
the skin * (Syd. Soc. Lex.). 

2541 R. Copland Galyetts Terap, 2 H iij b, All acchymo- 
sis or ecchymonia indycateth vacuacyon for remedy of y* 
cure. x6ia Woodall Surg. Mate Wks. (1653) 385 Blood 
is forced into the Muscles confusedly, as by the Echymosis 
may appear. 1758 J. S. Le Dran's Observ. Surg. \ 1771) 
163, 1 . . found a little Ecchymosis towards the Elbow. x866 
A. Flint Princ. Med. 11880; 27 When the hemorrhages are 
minute, they are called punctate or ecchymoses. 

SccEymotic (ekim^tik), a. Pathol \ [f. Gr. 
itexv^aQat ; see prec.] ‘ Of the nature or ap- 
pearance of an ecchymosis ’ {Syd. Soc. Lex.). 

1857 Bullock Cazeaux ’ Midwif. 67 The surface is . . 
covered, .sometimes with ecchymotic spots. 

23 CCle, v. dial . Also eckle. [app. var. of 
Ettle.] intr. To aim or intend. 

1721-1800 in Bailey. 1847-78 Halliw., Eckle , to aim ; 
to intend ; to design. North. 

E ccle-grass. (See quot.) 

x8o6P. N eill Tour Orkney (Jam.) Pinguicula vulgaris, or 
common butter-wort — in Orkney is known by the name of 
Ecclegrass. 

11 Ecclesia (eklrzia, -sia). Hist. [med.L., a. 
Gr. ifctc\7}<Tia, f. 6/ck\t]tos called out, f. innoXuv to 
call out.] A Greek word for a regularly con- 
voked assembly; chiefly applied to the general 
assembly of Athenian citizens. On the introduction 
of Christianity it became the regular word for 
Church, q.v. 

1577 tr. Ballinger's Decades (1592) 79 Ecclesia, which 
worde wee vse for the Church, is properly an assembly. 1820 
T. Mitchell Aristoph . I. 227 The ecclesia consisted of all 
such as were freemen of Athens. 1849 Grote Hist. Greece 
(1862) 11. lxiv. V. 533 That misguided vote, both of the 
Senate and of the Ekklesia. 

t Eccle sial, a. Obs. [a. OF. ecclSsial , f. L. 
ecclesia ; see prec.] Of or pertaining to the church ; 
= Ecclesiastical. Freq. in Milton. 

1649 Milton Eikou. iii. (1851) 443 It is not the part of a 
King, .to meddle with Ecclesial Government. 

Ecelesialogy, bad form of Ecclesiology. 
Ecclesiarch. (eklrzhaik). [f. Gr. inKXrjcrla 
church •+• -apxos ruler.] A ruler of the church. 
Hence Eccle'siarchy. 

1781 Gibbon Decl. $ F. III. Ixvi. 671 The great ecclesiarch 
poorly excuses his submission to the emperor. 1878 E. 
Jenkins Haverholme 92 He. .was. .a sort of lay ecclesiarch 
in the county. Ibid. 167 Emancipation of Christianity from 
tradition and ecclesiarchy. 

Ecclesiast (eklDzijsest). [(?a. Fr. ecclesiaste) t 
ad. (through L.) Gr. inKXrjcuaaTrjs one who takes 
part in an Ecclesia ( - sense 3 below) ; used by 
the LXX. to render Heb. nbrrp qohelelh one who 
addresses a public assembly.] 

1. ‘The Preacher Y i* e, Solomon considered as 
the author of the Book of Ecclesiastes. In first 


quot. applied to the author of Ecclesiasticus, the 
reference being to xxxiii. 19 . 

c 1386 Chaucer JVyfs Prol. 651 Thanne wolde he, vp-on 
his Bible seke That ilke prouerbe, of Ecclesiaste Where 
he comandeth, and forbedeth faste Man shal nat suffre his 
wyf go roule aboute. 1873 Contemp . Rev. XXI I. 536 The 
happiness that allures me, says the Ecclesiast, is a mockery. 

2. fa. [suggested by 1 .] One who performs 
public functions in church {obs.). b. [Suggested 
by Ecclesiastic.] A church administrator. 

c 1386 Chaucer Prol. 708 He [the Pardonere] was in 
churche a noble ecclesiaste. x8S6 F. W. Newman Relig. 
Weakness Prot. 40 We see a great ecclesiast. 

3. A member of the Athenian Ecclesia. 

1849 Grote Greece n. 1. VI. 382 Present to the mind of 
every citizen in his character of dikast or Ekklesiast. 1872 
Symonds Grk. Poets Ser. 1. i. (1877) 3° The whole Athenian 
nation as dikasts and ecclesiasts were interested in Rhetoric. 


Ecclesiastes (eklDzise*st 2 Z). [a. Gr. innXTj- 
CFtaarrjs ; see prec.] The title of a hook of the Old 
Testament, written in the person of Solomon, and 
traditionally ascribed to his authorship. 

(Properly the Gr. title is the designation of Solomon 
considered as the author of the hook, and is occas. so used 
by Eng. writers, though in the text of the book the Eng. 
versions render the corresponding Heb. word as 4 The 
Preacher’.) 

<2x300 Cursor M. 8464 [Of Salamon] ]>e first boke Man it 
clepes ecclesiastes. 1382 Wyclif Eccles. Prol. note, Here 
gynneth the prologe in the hoc of Ecclesiastes. 1579 W. 
Fulke Heskins' Pari. 9 Salomon in his Ecclesiastes pleaseth 
not M. Heskins. 1641 Hinde J. Bruen Ded. x [Salomon] 
was both an Ecclesiastes, and a King. 

Ecclesiastic (eklz:zise-stik), a. and sb Forms: 
5 ecclesyastyke, 6-7 -iastique, 7 -tick(e, -tik, 
7 - ecclesiastic, [ad. (through Fr. and L.) Gr. 
iKJcXijoiaCTtxos, ultimately f. itetcXyola church.] 

A .adj. (Now rare ; see Ecclesiastical.) 

1. Of or pertaining to the church ; concerned 
with the affairs of the church; opposed to civil 
or secular. 

1483 Caxton Cato G jb, The benefyees and the thynges 
ecclesyastyke. 1588 A. King Canisius ’ Catech. 42 b, Jesus 
Christ . . commandit thais thingis quhilk perteins to obedi- 
ence to be geuin to the Apostolique and Ecclesiastique 
commandimentis. 1678 Cudworth Infell. Syst. l § iv. xiii. 
213 Some ecclesiastick writers, .impute a Trinity of gods 
to Marcion. 1695 Kennett Par. Antiq . yii. 30 The dis- 
position of the Ecclesiastick state depending always on 


ECCLESIASTICALLY. 

the revolutions of the civil government. 5766 Cole in 
Ellis Orig. Lett. 11. 5x0 IV. 487 To unloose all ties both 
civil and ecclesiastic. 2856 Emerson Eng. Traits x, W ealik 
Wks. (Bohn 1 II. 73 Whatever is excellent .. in civil, rural, 
or ecclesiastic architecture. 

f b. Of language {esp. Gr. or L.), words, ^ or 
senses of words : Characteristic of ecclesiastical 
writers ; opposed to classical or secular. Obs. 

1651 Hobbes Leviath. 1. vii. 31 This singularity of the 
Ecclesiastique use of the word [credo] hath raised many 
dissenters. <2x638 Mede Wks. 11. iv.^1672) 360 [In] S. 
John’s Writings, .we find two Ecclesiastick terms of Aoyos, 
and Kuptaxi; riO-lpa. 

2. Of persons: Belonging to the church viewed 
as consisting of the cleigy ; clerical ( = older sense 
of spiritual) as opposed to lay. Also of attire, 
functions, etc. ; Pertaining to the clergy. 

1603 Knolles Hist. Turks 1638) 81 He caused the Priests 
in their ecclesiastick attire and ornaments, to march forth, 
in the army. x6xo Donne Pseudo-Mart. 26 Nor deale 
they onely with temporall punishments upon Ecclesiastique 
persons. 1820 Combe (Dr. Syntax) Consol, hi. 182 A gay 
eccl siastic Beau. 

B. sb. 

1. [See A. 2 .] A clergyman, person in orders, a 
‘churchman’ as distinguished from a ‘layman’, 
App. not before 17 th c., the earlier term being 
*■ spiritual man \ Chiefly techn. and Hist. 

1651 Hobbes Leviath. n. xxix. x68 The subjection of 
Ecclesiastiques to the Common-wealth. *707 Addison 
State of War 254 And at the same time such vast numbers 
of Ecclesiasticks, secular and religious. 1870 F. Wilson 
Ch. Lindisf. 93 A fragment of an effigy of an ecclesiastic. 
x88o M' Carthy Own Times IV. Ixiii. 427 He had in him 
much of the taste and the temper of the ecclesiastic. 

1 2. pi. a. Matters ecclesiastical, b. The science 
of church government, (rare). Obs. 

<zx6x9Fotherby Atheom. n.xiv.§ 2 (1622) 356 For Morall 
Philosophic . . hath three parts : Ecclesiastickes, Oecono- 
mickes, and Politickes. 1672 Chas. II. in Gutch Coll. Cur. 
I. 31X He is much troubled, that that Declaration . . should 
have, .given an occasion to the questioning of his power in 
ecclesiasticks. 1738 Neal Hist. Purit. IV. 455. 
£cclesia*stical a. [f. prec. + -al.J . 

1. = Ecclesiastic A. 1 . 

1538 Coverdale N. T. Ded., Jurisdiction ecclesiastical. 
1593 Hooker Eccl. Pol. 1. xvi. 47^ Our whole question 
concerneth the qualitie of ecclesiasticall lawes. 1635 
N. Carpenter Geog. Del. 11. xiv. 235 Their Churches haue 
no perfect platforme of Ecclesiasticall gouernment. 1704 
Nelson Fest.fyp'asts (1739)1 Festivals, .are of Ecclesiastical 
Institution. 1865 Maffei Brigand Life II. 15 Both the 
ecclesiastical and civil tribunals. 

b. Ecclesiastical Commission , Commissioners 1 
a body of commissioners, acting in subordination 
to the Privy Council, for administering certain 
portions of the revenues of the Established Church 
of England. Ecclesiastical Corporations : corpora- 
tions consisting solely of ecclesiastical persons. 
Ecclesiastical Courts : courts for administering 
ecclesiastical law and maintaining the discipline 
of the Established Church. Ecclesiastical law ; 
the law, derived from Canon and Civil law, ad- 
ministered by such courts. Ecclesiastical judge : a 
judge of an ecclesiastical court. 

1649 Bp. Hall Cases Consc. n. v. (1654) 113, I see not why 
the Ecclesiastical Judge may not convent the person ac- 
cused. 1651 Hobbes Govt. $ Soc. xiv. § 5. 215 The humane 
Lawes (which are also called Ecclesiasticall) concerning 
things sacred. x68x N evile Plato Rediv, 176 The Clergy > , 
had and will have .. inferior Courts in their own Power, 
called Ecclesiastical. 1827 Hallam Const. Hist . (1876) III. 
xiv. 63 No legal defence could be made for the Ecclesi- 
astical commission of 1686. *836 H. Rogers J. Howe viii. 

(1863) 195 Dignitaries of the Church .. put into motion all 
the. .machinery of the ecclesiastical courts. *846 McCul- 
loch Acc. Brit. Emp. (1854) II. 259 All bishops have chan- 
cellors to assist them in. .matters of ecclesiastical law. 

2. Of or pertaining to the church viewed as 
consisting of the clergy ; pertaining to or char- 
acteristic of an ecclesiastic or ecclesiastics. 

*538 Starkey England iv. 138 Are gyuen to the Church 
and Ecclesyastycal personys. *576 Lambarde Peramb. 
Kent 1x826) 137 How hee might . . without offence to the 
Ecclesiasticall estate .. conteine that treasure within the 
Realme. 1841 Miall Nonconf I. 2 A final grapple with 
ecclesiastical tyranny. 1845 S. Austen R anke t Hist. Ref. 
I. 17 To maintain the ecclesiastical rights and privileges. 

f b. spect. Ecclesiastical State(s, the provinces 
formerly ruled by the Pope as Head of the Roman 
Church ; *= States of the Church , Papal States • 
Obs. 

1689 Luttrell Brief Rel . (1857) I* 543 The pope has pub- 
lished a hull, excommunicating all persons .. that shal 
hinder the commerce, .of the ecclesiastical state. 1815 Wel- 
lington Let. inGurw. Disp. XXI. 238 This officer says that 
he already in fact governs the Ecclesiastical States. 

3. quasi-jA a. = Ecclesiastic B. 2 , a. pi. Mat- 
ters concerning the church. 

1641 C. Burges Serm. 26 To adhere to the Pope as su- 

? reme in all Spiritualls and Ecclesiasticajls. *649 Jer. 

aylor Gi. Exemp. 1. Add. ix. 143 Their . . greater minis- 
teries in Ecclesiasticals. 17x0 W. Hume Sacr. Success. 249 
W T hat is said to vindicate pope Joan’s negotiation in Eccle- 
siasticals, may be apply’d to any sort of hypocrites. 

b. = Ecclesiastic B. i. rare. 

1882-3 Schaff Relig. Encycl. II. 9x1/2 Nor could any 
ecclesiastical receive his office from a layman. 

Ecclesia stically, adv. [f. prec. + -ly 2 .] 


ECCIjESIASTICAIjNESS. 


ECHEVEBIA. 


In. an ecclesiast ical manner or fashion ; in an eccle- 
siastical sense or relation. 

1588 J. U dall Demomtr. Discip. (Arb.) 60 To goueme 
the Church by the rules of his wprde, and that ecclesiasti- 
cally, 1877 Mrs. Oliphant Makers Flor. v. 124 The noble 
group of buildings which form ecclesiastically the centre 
of Florence. 

t Ecclesia’sticalness, Obs. rare- 1 . [f. as 

prec. + -ness.] Ecclesiastical character. 

1659 Fuller App. Inj, Jnnbc. {1840) 574 Wills ■ - are proved 
in the Court-Christian, which evidenceth something of eccle- 
siasticalness in them. 

Ecclesiasticism (ekl^zise-stisiz’m). [f. Ec- 
clesiastic + -ism.] The spirit and temper, or the 
principles of action, which are distinctively eccle- 
siastical. 

1862 Shirley Nng. Crit. vii. 297 There are., certain 
anomalies of mediaeval ecclesiasticism which are utterly 
repugnant to his intellect. 1876 A. M. Fair bairn Strauss 
11. in Contempt Rev. June 139 The struggle between. .Eccle- 
siasticism and Humanism. 1882 Farrar Early Chr. II. 
xxxvi. 506 A character extremely familiar in the annals of 
ecclesiasticism. 

b. concr. An ecclesiastical system. 

1868 Fortn. Rev. May 498 Those organisations, .contrast 
..with the older ecciesiasticisms. 

E : CClesiasticize, v. nonce-wd. [f. as prec. 
+ -ize.] tram. T 0 render ecclesiastical. 

1865 Land. Rev. 241/2 He would lose all caste if he did 
not appear ecclesiastieized from head to foot. 

Ecclesiastic©-, combining form of Gr. lu- 
Kk-rjcnaaTt/cos, as in ecclesiastico-conservative 
a., advocating a conservative policy in church 
affairs ; ©cclesiastico-military a., combining an 
ecclesiastical with a military organization. 

1685 H. More Para. Profit. 269 Hieratico-Political or 
Ecclesiastico-Secular Sovereignties. _ 1753 Bp. Warburton 
Lett, late Prelate (i8og) To consider it in. .an ecclesiastico- 
political light. 1817 Bentham Church-of-Englandism 308 
Ecelesiastico-statistical information. 1845 S. Austin Ranke's 
Hist. Ref. I. 23 The German empire . . extended the eccle- 
siastico-mili tary State of which the Church was an integral 
part. 1854 H. Miller Sch. f Schm. xxiv, /1857) 536 The 
ecclesiastico-Conservative journal . . patronized . . by the 
Scottish Church. 

Ecele*siastry. nonce-wd. [f. Ecclesiast+-ry.] 
Ecclesiastical pomp or business. 

1865 Carlyle Fredk. Gt. VII. xviii. xii. 19 Olmiitz. .has 
much to do with artillery, much with ecclesiastry. 

Ecclesio'grapliy, [f. ecclesio-, combining 
form of Eccles t a + G r. -ypafia writing, description.] 
A descriptive treatise on the church. 

1881 J. G. Manley (title), Ecclesiography or the Biblical 
Church analytically delineated. 

■ Ecclesiolatry (ekll:zi,^*latri). [f. as prec. + 
Gr. Xarpua worship.] Worship of the church ; 
excessive reverence for church forms and traditions. 
So EccIesioTater [cf. idolater •], one who is guilty 
of ‘ecclesiolatry.\ . 

3847 J. W. Donaldson Vindication of Protestant Princ. 
26 The Anglican Ecdesiolatry of the Archbishop. Ibid. 
Pref. p. vii, With regard to the Ecclesiolaters. ^ 1853 Cony- 
beare Ess. Eeclesi <$• Soc. <1855) i6iTf a champion of eccle- 
siolatry is qualified., to render good service to his partisans, 
etc. 1883 Crawford in Ch. Bells 25 June 477/2 The un- 
compromising ecdesiolatry which many good men have .. 
adopted as part of their religion. 

Ecclesiolcgic, -ical (eklrziiri^rd^ik, -ikal). 
ff, Ecclesiology +>ic, -ioal.] Of or pertaining 
to ecclesiology; devoted to ecclesiology. Hence 
Eccle^slolo'glcally adv,., from an ecclesiological 
point of view. • 

1847 Handbk. Eng. Ecclesiology 1 Church Schemes pub- 
lished by the Ecclesiologicaf late Cambridge Camden 
Society. 1853 Cdl. Wiseman Ess. III. 391 The ecclesio- 
logicaf movement in the Anglican Church.. 1869 Mrs. 
Oliphant Perpet. Curate xlv. 387 Buller . . is too ecclesio- 
logical for my taste. 1882 F. Harrison Choice Bks. (1S86) 
286 The church . . pranked out. with staring ecclesiologic 
trumpery, is .. of rare antiquity. 1883 B. H. Becker in 
Eng. Illust. Mag. Nov. 88 The more correct ecclesiological 
taste developed by Pugin. 

Ecclesiologist (ekl^zi^-lod^ist). [f. next; 
see ‘-1ST.] A student of ecclesiology. 

1841 (title) TheEcplesiologist, published by the Cambridge 
Camden Society. 1847 Lady G. Fullerton Grantley 
Manor II. ix. 7 My uncle, .is not much of an ecclesio- 
logist. 1884 G. Allen in Eng. lUust. Mag. Feb. 300/1 
The swift is the better ecclesiologist, loving to perch his 
nest under the tall pinnacles of some cathedral steeple. 

Ecclesiology (ekh'zi^'lod^i). Also 9 (in- 
correctly) ecclesialogy. [f. ecclesio- (see Eoclesio- 
graphy) + Gr. -A07 ta discoursing: see -logy.] 
a. The science relating to the church or to 
churches; now usually. The science of church 
building and decoration, b. A treatise on churches. 

1837 British Critic xxi. 220 We mean then by Ecdesia- 
logy, a science which may treat of the proper construction 
and operations of the Church. 1847 ^*tle) Handbook of 
English Ecclesiology.- 1849 Freeman Archit. 4 The 
first phase of ecclesiology was simple antiquarianism. 

'■ ■ 1851 D. Wilson Prek. Ann. (1863) II. iv. i. 249 , The, , . 
characteristics of Irish ecclesiology, 1865 W. White 
E. Eng. I. 47 To say but a few words about each church 
..in Norfolk would be to compose an ecclesiology. 
Ecele:siopho*bia. nonce-wd. [f. as prec., after 
hydrophobia .] A morbid dread of ecclesiasti- 
cism. ■ ' ' v 
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1877 Daily News 125 Oct. 5 J That, .form of ecclesiophobia 
which consists in seeing the finger of Jesuitry every where. : 
Eeelyptie, obs. form of Ecliptic. 

Eccoproti© (ek^pr^-tik), a. and sb. [ad. Gr. 
kKjeoTTpcuTLfcos , f, kfcfcovpuco , f. l/c out 4- fcbirpos dung.] 
A. adj. Prodpcing evacuation of the bowels ; 
mildly purgative. B. sb. A mild aperient. 

1656 Ridgley Pract. Physic 231 It must be brought forth 
with diureticks. .or with Eccoproticks. 1782 W. Heberden 
Comm. xx. 11806) 106 Eeeoprotics used occasionally, so as 
just to prevent costiveness. 1827 Abernethy Surg. Wks. 
I. 107 He prescribes purgative medicines to act as eccopro- 
tics, to excite but not to stimulate the bowels. 

Eccrmology (ekrinflodgi). Phys. [a. F. 
eccrinologie , f. Gr. hacpiv-stv to secrete + -\oyia dis- 
coursing (see -logy).] f Term for the doctrine of, 
or a treatise on, the secretiors’ (Syd. Soc. Lex.). 

|{ Eccrisris (e’krisis). Med. [mod.L.,a. Gr.ac/cpi- 
cls secretion, f. hciepiv-tiv to secrete.] Old term for an 
excretion or expulsion, whether a normal secretion 
or a product of disease ; also the thing excreted. 
(Syd. Soc. Lex.) 

1706 Phillips, Eccrisis , a voiding of Humours, Excre- 
ments, or Ordure. 3721-1800 in Bailey. 

Eccritic (ekri'tik), a. Med . [ad. Gr. etc/cpi- 
rucbs having the power of secretion or excretion ; 
cf. Eccathartic.] (See quot.) 

1681 tr. Willis' Rem. Med. Wks. Voc., Eccritic , not critical 
[app. a mere blunder]. 1883 Webster, Eccritic , a remedy 
which promotes discharges, as an emetic, or a cathartic. 

Eccyty, obs. var. Ecceity. 

Ecderon (e-kder^n). [irregularly f. Gr. he out 
+ Sip-os, Sip-pa skin.] A term introduced by Prof. 
Huxley to denote the outer part of the skin and 
skin-like structures, including the epidermis, the 
epithelium, and all structures homologous with 
these. Opposed to. Enderon. 

Hence Ecderomic a . 

1859 Huxley in Todd Cycl. A nat. V, 476/1 The whole ex- 
ternal area of metamorphosis, I call the Ecderon. Ibid. 
The ecderonic area of metamorphosis. 

I! Ecdysis;(e‘kdisis). [mod.L., a. Gr. inSvais, f. 
itcSvetv to put off] The action of stripping or cast- 
ing off, esp. of slough or dead skin in serpents and 
caterpillars, or of the chitinous integument in Crus- 
tacea. Also concr . that which is cast off, slough. 

1854 J. Hogg Microsc. n. 1V.J1867) 58i The change consist- 
ing In what is termed ‘eedysis’, a casting off, or moulting 
only. 1881 Nature XXIII. 380 There has not been observed 
any inert stage before the . transformations, or eedysis. 
fig. 1863 Huxley Man's Place Nat. it 58 A skin of some 
dimension was cast [by ‘the human larva’] in the 16th cen- 
tury. . a new eedysis seems imminent. 1876 M. & F. Col- 
lins Blacksmith <5* Sch. (1883! 191 There is to be an eedysis. 
Ece, OE. and early ME. f. Eche, a. Obs. eternal. 
Echap(e, -appe, obs. var. Escape v. : see Es- 

CHAPE. 

|1 Eckarpe. A Fr. word for a scarf or sash 
worn across the breast from shoulder to waist. En 
icharpe (Mil.) : see quot. 

1772 S imes Mil. Guide s. v., To batter an [? read en] echarpe 
is to batter obliquely or side ways. 

+ Ecke, -sA L Obs. rare. [?var. of Eke addi- 
tion ; or f. Eche vJ] A piece added (e.g. to a 
bellrope). Cf. Eke sb. 

x$2$ Churckw. Acc. St. Dunstan's , Canterb., For ij ropes 
for eches for the bell ropys. For a eche to the gret bell yd. 

+ Ecke, sbf Obs. rare. [app. ad. OF. eseke, 
aiche tinder :-~L. esca bait.] A taper. 

1546 Bale Eng. Votaries n. (1550) 52 [Women] that gaue 
aultre clothes and towels, waxe candels and eches, masse 
grotes and trentals. Ibid. 84 b, They toke of these sea 
crabbes, and tyed eches vhto them light. 

f Ecke, a. Obs. Forms: 1 eece, 1-2 See, 2 
eeh, ache, 2-3 eche. [OE. dee, ice, repr. OTeut. 
*aiwokjo-, f. *aiwo(m** L. mmtn age (see A adv., 
Ay); cf. Goth . ajuk (t—*aiwoko-) in apikdups 
eternity.] Everlasting, eternal. Also quasi-rA in 
phrase in eche. 

£•825 Vesp. Psalter cxi[i]. 7C6J In gemynde mere bi 3 se 
rehtwisa. 837 Kentish Charter in Sweet O. E. Texts 
(4885) 449 Daet mon ggefe Sset lond inn hijum to heora 
beode him to brucanne on ece serfe. a tooa Riddles Gr.) 
xli. 1 Ece is se scyppend. c 1175 Cott. Horn. 239 WiteS 
Into ece fer. <2x200 Moral Ode 364 in Trin. Coll. Horn. 
231 God one sal. ben ache lif, and_ bllsse . and ache reste. 
a 1225 Juliana 79 Iheiet beo he him ane as he wes and is 
eauer in eche. a 1250 Owl $ Night. 1277 Ah eavreeuh 
thing that eche nis A-gon schal ana al this worldes biis. 

f Ecke, v- Obs. Forms : I lecan, lean, fcotn, 
6can (also with prefix 2 3 echen, 4-7 ecke, 
eech(e, 6 etebe, eateh, 7 each, ich. See also 
Eke v. [repr. OE. Scan, in \VS. iecan wk. vb. •= OS. 
dkian OTeut. *aukjan (cf. OHG. auhhbn 
*aukdjan), t *duk-an str. vb. (ON. auka, Goth. 
aukan ; elsewhere only in pa. pple. OE. iacen, 
OS. bpan) to' increase, cogn. w. L. auger c, Gr. 
auf&vciy to increase.] 

1 . irons. To enlarge, augment, increase. 
a 1000 Andreas 1386 (Gr.) f)u scealt ecan 'Sine yrmhu. 
c xooo Sax. Leeckd.ll. 208 Gif him fefer ne sie, yc mid 
wine. C X175 Lamb. Horn. 103 He . . his sunnen echeS. 
a 1225 Ancr. R . 44 God ou echeS furSre his deorewUrSe 


grace, a 1374 Chaucer T royhts m. 1460 God might not 00 
poynt of my joyes eche. 1330 Palsgr. 531 /i, I etche, I i n . 
crease a.thynge, Je augment e. 1596 SHAKS. Merck. V. nr 
ii. 23 To peize the time, To ich [Qo. 2, 3, 4 ech and eechl'and 
tp draw it out in length. x6o8 — Per. m. Prol. 13 Time. . 
with your fine fancies quaintly eche [: rime-wd . speech], 
b. with out - Eke out. 

3599 Shaks. Hen. V ,111. Prol. 35 Still be kind, And eech 
out our performance with your mind. 1655 Francion 1, in 
63 He had such a full Character eech’d out with long Cloak- 
bag-string dashes, etc. 

2 . To add (something') to. 

c 1000 Ags. Gasp. Luke xii. 25 Hwylc eower mmx ben- 
cende ican [c 950 L indisf. and c 975 R uskw. ge-ece ; exxia 
Hatton echan] ane elne to his anlicnesse? 1382 Wyclif 
Lev. ix. 37 He made brent sacrifice, echynge into the sacri- 
fyce offrynges of licours. c 1420 Pallad. on Husb. 1. n 22 
Hardde pitche and wex, take even weight, And herdde 
with pix liquide herto eche An halven dele. 

b. ? To increase (one’s) stature. [But possibly 
a different word ; cf, Icche.] 

1640 A. Harsnet God's Summ. 413 Riches cannot . . each 
us one haires breadth neerer heaven. 

3 . intr. To grow. 

!5 6 5. Golding Ovid’s Met. x. (1593^ 249 Her bellie big The 
eatching [L . crescens] tree had overgrowne. 

b. Of a * pace ’ : To increase, be quickened. 

3644 Quarles Sheph. Orac. xx, How each envious pace 
Vies to be first, and eches for the place. 

t Exkelick, a. Obs. [f. Eche a. + -Ech, -ly!.] 
Everlasting, eternal. 

Hence t E’ckelicke adv., eternally. 

£■825 Vesp. Psalter xxi ii[i]. 7 Bio^ upahefene geatu ecelice. 
CI175 Lamb. Hom. xyy Deo echeliche riche pet he haueS 
I3arwed. c 1200 Trin. Coll. Horn. 23 Alle men shullen cume 
to libben echeliche. a 1225 St. Marker. 19 Healunge on 
& leome of echelich heale. 

|| EckeTle. Obs . rare— 1 . [Fr. ichelle ladder.] 
?An arrangement of ribbons in the form of a 
ladder; a lacing of ribbons in front of the 
stomacher. 

1690 Songs Costume (’1849'! 188 Of ribbon, various echelles, 
Gloves trimm’d, and lac’d as fine as Nells. 

Echelon (ej Aon, e-JeVn). Also echellon. [a. 
F. ichelon , f. ichelle ladder.] 

1 . c A formation of troops in which the succcs-' 
sive divisions are placed parallel to one another, 
but no two on the same aiignement, each division 
having its front clear of that in advance’ (Stoc- 
queler). Also attrib. In echelon (also Fr. en 
ichelon ) : drawn up in this manner. Direct, oblique 
echelon : see quot. 1832. Echelon- lens : see Lens. 

1796 Instr. Reg. Cavalry (1813) 55 The Echellon (or 
diagonal) changes of position. 1803 Wellington Mem. in, 
Gurw. Disp. II. 332 The 74th was not in an echellon. 1812 
Examiner 24 Aug. 531/2 The. .rear-guard, .was perceived 
drawn up en echellon. X832 Regul. Instr. Cavalry til 46 
Direct Echellon— Js when the Line is broken into several 
parts, moving direct to the front or rear in succession. Oblique 
Echellon— Is when the Line is broken into several parts by 
wheels from Line, or Column, less than the quarter circle, 
so as to be oblique to the former front, and parallel with 
each other. Ibid. 69 The . . Troops . . advance in echellon. 
1834 Mudie Brit. Birds (1841) I. 167 If you do not stir, he 
[raven] will drop down . . and begin to hop in an echellon 
fashion. 

2 . Used for: One of the divisions of an army 
marching in echelon. 

1808 J. Barlow Columb. vn. 324 Disposed, .all his ardent 
train, To charge, change front, each echelon sustain. 1863 
Guardian 23 Apr, 400/2 Each Echelon, .deployed into line. 

Echelon (e*Jel£?n), v. [f. prec., or ad. Fr. iche- 
lonner . ] irans. To arrange (troops) in the form 
of an echelon; to dispose in divisions at succes- 
sive intervals. Mostly in pa. pple . ; also absol. 

1864 Sat. Ret/ . 380/2, 150,000 troops echelonned over the 
country. 1879 Daily News 1 Mar. 5/7 To echelon the flanks 
of the attacking force somewhat to the rear, 
b, transf. and fig. 

C1B60 Wraxall tr. R. Houdin xv. 213 Miseries we had 
to undergo, like so many pinpricks echeloned on our pas- 
sage. 3886 Pall Mall G. 10 June 5/1 Along the infinite 
ascending spiral which leads from earth to heaven » , the 
whole human race is echeloned at irregular intervals. 
Hence E’ckeloned///. a. 

1857 C. Adams Gt. Campaigns 76 The echeloned forma- 
tion of his divisions. 

+ Echeueis. Obs. rare. Also echineis. [Gr. 
f- *X~ €LV to hold +vavs (dat. vyi) ship, from 
its supposed power of holding back a ship.] The 
Remora, or Sucking-fish, which has on the crown 
of its head an oblong flat disk, or sucker, by 
means of which it can adhere to foreign bodies. , 
1594 ? Greene Selinms Wks. 1881-3 XIV. 209 The 
Echinaeis swimmes against the streames. 2651 J. F(reake] 
Agrippa's Occ. Philos. 29 The litle fish Echeneis stops 
the Ships. 1774 Goldsmith Nat. Hist. (1862) II. m. i» 3 °° 
The Echineis, or Sucking-fish, 
t E’Ckeness. Obs. Also 1-3 ecness, -nyss, 
2-3 ech-, eceheness. [f. Eche a . ; see -ness.] 
Eternity; only in phrase On or in echeness. ' 
c 825 Vesp. Psalter ix. $[7] Dryhteh in ecnesse Sorhwunaq. 
ctx 75 Lanib. Mom. 109 Vniseli bi 3 |>e jitsere ]>e . . purh his 
ahgene ehte forwurS a on echnesse. a 122$ After. R. 430 
From worlde to worlde, euer on ecchenesse ! 

Eckeveria (ekfvl«*ria). [‘ In honour of M. 
Echeveri, author of the splendid drawings of the 
Flora Mexicana ’ (Paxton).] A handsomie genus 


EOHEVIH. 


81 


ECHO. 


of succulent plants allied to the house-leek (N.O. 
Crassulacew), extensively used in carpet gardening. 

1840 Paxton Bat. Diet. 1883 Pall Mall G. 17 Sept. 3/2 
My Londoner, who . . likes old friends among the flowers 
Whose names he has got well into his head better than all 
the Alternantheras and Echeverias. 1883 G. Allen in Colin 
Clout's Calendar 147. It will not away with your modern 
gloxinias and echeverias. 

|| Eclievin (tf/^vaen). [F. echevin , OF. eschevin 
**It. schiavino med.L. scabinus ; of Tent, origin; 
cf. OLG. scepeno (Schade), QHG. sceffeno , sceffen 
(Ger. schbffeiii, schdppeh)d\ A municipal function- 
ary in French and Belgian towns, corresponding 
nearly to an English alderman. 

1766 Smollett Trav. (3797) 17 The civil magistracy of 
Boulogne consists of a mayor and echevins. 1881 Rdin. Rev. 
Jan. 81 A highly connected echevin or alderman of Ghent. 

][ Echidna f/ki'dna). [mod.L., a. Gr. 

viper.] A genus of Australian toothless 
burrowing monotremate mammals (family Echid- 
nidsd), resembling hedgehogs in size and external 
appearance. In several points their structure is 
allied to that of birds. The best known species 
is E. Hystrix, the Porcupine Ant-eater. 

1847 Carpenter Zool § 320 The Echidna, or Porcupine 
Ant-eater, .is about the size and form of a Hedgehog. 

EcMdnine (iki’dnem). Chem. [f. Gr. e'xiSia 
viper + -INE.J (See quot.) 

1864 Hulme tr. Moquin- Tandon \\. v. ii. 284 Prince 
Luden Bonaparte has shown that the poison of the Viper 
consists essentially of a principle to which he has given the 
name Echidnine or Viperine. 

EcMnal (ikornal, e'kinal), a. [f. Echin-us 
+ -al.] Of or belonging to a sea-nrehin. 

1830 Lyell Prine. Geol. I. 129 A saurian vertebra together 
with patellae and echinal spines. 

Ecllinate (e-kin^t), a. [ad. L. echindtus , f. 
echinus hedgehog.] 

1. Bat. ‘Furnished with numerous rigid hairs, 
or straight prickles; as the fruit of Casianea 
vesca ’ ( Treas. Bot.). 

1668 Wilkxns Real Char. 116 Whose outward husk is 
Echinate and prickly. 1835 Lindley Introd. Bot. (1848} I. 
344 Each grain is echinate. 

2. Zool. Resembling an echinus or sea-urchin. 

5846 Dana Zooph. (1848) 230 The spiniform teeth which. 

give the echinate character to this species. 

Hence Echinato-de'ntate, a. Zool., having 
toothlike prickles or spines. 

1846 Dana Zooph. (1848) 173 Exterior, .echinato-dentate. 
E*chinate, v. nonce-wd. [f. prec.] intr. To set 
up one’s prickles like a hedgehog ; in quot. fig. 

• 1788 J. Williams (A. Pasquin) Childr. Thespis (1792) 243 
When merit exhibits his guinea gorged purse, They’ll eehi- 
xxate, redden and tacitly curse. 

Bchinated (e*kim?;ted), ppl. a. [f, as prec. + 
-ed.] = Echinate a. 

1657 Tomlinson Renou's Disp . 346 Bearing .. crasse, 
spinous and echinated Apples. _ 1756 P. Browne Jamaica 
233 Half the capsule is echinated, the other smooth. 
1881 Macdonald in Jml. Linn. Soc. XV. No. 85. 281 Lobes 
of apertures finely echinated. 

t B'cMng 1 , vbl. sb. Obs. [f. Eche v. + -ing L] 
The action of increasing, enlarging, supplement- 
ing ; concr. an addition. 

138a Wyclif Isa. xv. 9, Ishalputtevpon Dibon ecchingus 
[1388 encreessyngis ; Vulg . additameuta], j i$oa Priv. Purse 
Exp. Eliz. York (1830) 34 Item for mending and eching of 
Hij. hopys to the said whelys ij d. 

fE’cMng, ppl. a. Obs. [f. Eche v. + -ing 2 .] 
That increases. In quot., that increases speed, is 
quickened ; cf. Eche v. 3 b. 

1644 Quarles Sheph. Orac. ii. (1646) 13 Lord, how my 
Lambs divide Their eching paces to the farther side. 
Echlnid (fernid). Zool. [mod. f. Gr. ex^-os 
sea-urchin + -ID * cf. F. echinidel\ Any member 
of the Echinus family. As pi. mod.L. EcMmida 
is often used ; also EcM'nidans in same sense. 

1835 Kirby Hah. $ Inst. A mm. I. vi. 209 The most power- 
ful . . organs with which the Creator has gifted the Echinidans 
are their jaws and teeth. ^ 1851 Richardson Geol. 225 Echi- 
xtida have a globular ovoid or depressed body without rays. 
3887 Athenaeum 5 Feb. 194/2 The echinids, asterids, and 
holothurids have sprung from a common primitive form. 
EcMnite (ekinait). [ad. mod.L. echinita ; 
see Echinus and -tte.] A fossil echinoderm ; a 
fossil sea-urchin. Hence Echini- tal a ., pertaining 
to or resembling echinites. 

[1695 Woodward Nat. Hist . Earth iv. (1723) 203 The 
Bodyes which are call’d, by Naturalists, Echiniteel\ 1750 
G. Hughes Barbadoes n. 55, I have likewise a middle-sized 
petrified Echinite. 1851 Richardson Geol. 24 The echinites. 
Bcllino- (zkdvno, e'kintf), combining form of Gr. 
Ixfvos, used (either in its original sense of ‘ hedge- 
hog’, denoting something prickly, or in that of 
‘sea-urchin’, Echinus) to form compounds in 
scientific use. BeMnococcus (-kp 'kus). Zool. [Gr. 
kokkos seed-grain], a former genus of Acephalo- 
cysts or hydatids, now known to be the scolex or 
higher larval form of a species of tapeworm, 
hence called Tmnia Echinococcus (formerly T. 
nand). f EcM’nod, Obs., in 8 ekinod [Gr. 65-ous 
tooth], (see quot.). EchLno - e*ncrinite : see 
Encrinite. 


2836-9 Todd Cyel, Anat. II. 126 note,. These may be con- 
sidered rather as the Parasites of the ^Echinococcus. 1878 
Bell Gegenbauer's Comp . Anat. 131 When the youngest of 
these can again bud off tsenia-heads on its inner wall, we 
get the Echinococcus-form. 2708 in Phil. Trans. XXV I. 
78 The *Ekinod or Fossil Tooth of the Sea-Urchin. 2830 
Dana Geol. App. i. 713 Encrinites, particularly the *echino- 
encrinites. 

BcMaoderm (ikarnt?-, ekinudaim ). [f. echino- 
dermata , by shortening], a member of the class 
Echinodermata ; hence EchinocLe-rmal a. [see -al] 
— Echinodermatous. || Echinodermata (-da\r- 
mata), sb. pi. [mod. L., f. Gr. bkppar- stem of 
Sipfjia skin], a class of animals formerly included in 
the Radiata , but now placed in the sub-kingdom 
Annuloida , including Sea-urchins, Sea- cucumbers, 
etc.; the name refers to the sharp-pointed 
spines with which the skin of the typical species 
is studded. EcMnodermatous a., belonging 
to or resembling the echinodermata. 

1833 Kirby Had. y Inst.Anim. I. vi. 201 The *Echinoderms 
form the second order of the Radiaries. 1886 A ihenseum 
18 Dec. 828/2 The blastoids form an extinct group of stalked 
echinoderms. 1845 Whewell Indie. Creator 39 The higher 
types of *Echinodermal, Articulate, and Molluscous, Ani- 
mals. 1835-6 Todd Cvcl. Anat. I. 109/2 Some marine 
animals without an *echinodemiatous covering. 

Edlinoid (ekinoid), a. and sb. [mod. f. 
Echin-us 4 -oid.] 

A. adj. Bearing a resemblance to, or having the 
characteristics of, an Echinus or Sea-urchin. 

1851 Richardson Geol. viii. 208 The fossil species of 
Crinoid, Asteroid, and Echinoid radiata. 

B. sb. An individual of the Order Echinoidea 
(Class Echinodermata ), the characteristics of 
which are a shell composed of calcareous plates, 
and locomotion by suckers and spines. 

1864 ReaderiAo. 85. 204/2 Starfishes, echinoids, or ophiurans. 

Bchinology (ekinp*16dgi>. [f. Gr. kyivo-s 
Echinus + -Xoy'ia discourse.] The study of Echi- 
noids. Hence EcMnoTogist [see -ist], a student 
of echinology. 

188s H. W. Macintosh in Nature No. 628. 41 Zoologists 
in general, and echinoiogists in particular. 

EcMnulate (Hvimiz/Lt), a. [f. on the analogy 
of Aciculate, as if ad. mod.L. echinulatus, f. 
*echinulus , dim. of Echinus.] Having or covered 
with small prickles. 

2846 Dana Zooph. (1848) 157 Calicles small, nearly hemi- 
spherical and echmulate. 1874 Cooke Fungi 29 The 
spores are in many instances, .beautifully echmulate. 

Hence EcMmulately adv., with small prickles. 
Echinulato-striate streaked with rows of 
small prickles. 

1846 Dana Zooph. ('1848'y 157 Surface finely echinulato- 
striate. Ibid. 450 The calicles , . are striate, though not 
echinulately so. 

EcMuxiIiform (i'ki-ni^if^jm), a. [mod. f. 
L. *echinul-us, dim. of Echinus + -form.] In the 
form of, or resembling, small prickles. 

1846 Dana Zooph. (1848; 707 Delicate echinuliform points. 
Bchixms (zkzvnvs). Zool. • Also 4 eebynnys, 
6 echynus. [a. L. echinus, Gr. kftvos hedgehog, 
sea-urchin.] The Sea-urchin ; a genus of animals 
(Order Echinoidea, Class Echinodermata ), in- 
habiting a spheroidal shell built up from polygonal 
plates, and covered with rows of sharp spines. 
(The sense ‘ hedgehog ’ given in Bailey and some 
mod. Diets, seems to be merely Gr. and Lat.) 

C1374 Chaucer Boeth. n. ix. (1868) 82 Sharpe fisshes bat 
hy^ten echynnys. c 2520 Andrewe Noble Lyfe in Babees 
Bh . (2868) 234 Echynus is a lytell fyssheof half a fote longe, 
& hath sharpe prykcles vnder hxs bely in stede of fete. 
2695 Woodward Nat, Hist. Earth (1723) 33 In Chalk., 
there are only found Echini, and the other lighter Sorts of 
Shells. 2791 E. Darwin Bot. Gard. 1. 120 Yon round Echi- 
nus ray his arrowy mail. 2877 W. Dall Tribes N, IV. 51 
The echinus, .is furnished with ovaries on the inner side of 
the dome of the test. 

f 2. See quot. Obs. or doubtful ; cf. Echinate. 

2721-2800 Bailey, Echinus, [among Botanists] is the 
prickly Head, Cover of the Seed or Top of any Plant, so 
called from its likeness to a Hedg-hog. 

3. Anat. ‘The rough stomach of a ruminant; 
also, the rough and muscular gizzard of gramin- 
ivorous and gallinaceous birds ’ (Syd. Soc. Lex.). 

1716 G. Cheyne Philos. Prine. Relig. II. 360 In all gran- 
ivorous birds, the Crop, the Echinus, and the Gizzard. 

4. Archit. The ovolo moulding next below the 
abacus of the capital of a column. [So in Gr. 
and L. ; the reason for this use of the word has 
been variously conjectured.] 

1563 Shute Archit D ij a, The Antiques In diuers of 
their edifices, hath made Echinus, to be in Proiecture like 
vnto Abacus. 1664 Evelyn tr. FrearfsA rchit , 127 Echinus, 
a Bottle cut with an edg. 2789 P. Smyth tr. Aldrich's 
Archit. (1818) 90 This part is called an echinus, because of 
its resemblance to the prickly coat of chestnut. 1876 Gwilt 
Archit. Gloss., Echinus, the same as the ovolo or quarter 
round, though . . only properly so called when carved with 
eggs and anchors. 

fEeMquette, a. Obs. Her. [a. Fr. ichiqueti, 
connected with echiquier chess-board.] — Checky. 

2727-51 Chambers Cycl., Echiquette. See Checky. 2775 
Ash, Eckiquette (adj. in heraldry), checky. 


f EcM‘Cpner. Mil. Obs . rare [F. Schi- 
quier chess-board.] In phrase, To retire in 
echiquier [so Fr. en ichiquicr (Littre)], i. e. by 
alternate squares. 

i8sa Examiner 21 Dec. 812/1 They retired in echiquier, 
under, a very heavy fire. ' 

Eclii'tes. Also 7 echite. [a. Gr. lx LT 7 l s > f* 
«X^ viper.] 

fl. A precious stone, dark-green, red, or violet, 
with fabulous properties, found in India and 
Persia; cf. Aetites. Obs. 

2398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. xvi. xxxviii. (2495) 565 
Echites conteyneth and bredyth a nother stone wythin. 
2567 Maplet Gr. Forest 6 Echites is a stone . . without the 
which the Eagle can not bring forth, her yong. 2688 R. 
Holme Armoury 11. 40/1 The Echite is a stone, .of a violet 
colour. 2731 Bailey vol, II, Echites, a precious stone, of 
a darkish -green colour, somewhat resembling a viper. 

2 . Bot. A genus of climbing plants i^JN .O. Apocyn- 
aceae), ‘ so called from its twisting habits \ 

2731 Bailey vol. II, Echites, an herb, a kind of Clivers. 
2858 Glenn y Gard. Everyday Bk. 138/1 Echites are beauti- 
ful climbers. 

Echo ie*k on), sb. : PI. echoes, rarely echos. 
Also 4 ecko, 5-7 ecco, 6 -8 eccho. [a. L. echo, a. 
Gr. rjxw, related to ijxV sound. 

The termination -w was common in Gr. female names, and 
perh. (as in the similar case of neiVoi) persuasion) the form 
may be due to personification, although in Gr. literature it 
is used in an appellative sense much earlier than the men- 
tion of Echo as a distinct mythological person.] 

1 . A repetition of sounds, which is produced by 
the reflexion of the sound-waves due to their 
incidence on something denser than the aerial 
medium in which they are propagated ; hence 
concr. a secondary or imitative sound produced 
by reflected waves, as distinguished from the 
original sound caused by the direct waves. 

1340 Ayenb. 60 Ecko, J>et is )>e rearde j?et ine j?e hetje 
belles comb ayen and acordeb to al bet me him sayb. 1388 
Wyclif Wisdom xvi. 16 Ecco sownynge a3en fro hijeste 
hillis. 2485 Caxton Trevisa' s Higden 1. xxii, Ecco is 
reboundynge of noyse. 2572 Golding Calvin on Ps. 
xxvii. 8 The voyce of God must resound . . as it were an 
Eccho in holow places. 1601 Holland Pliny II. 581 This 
miraculous rebounding of the voice, the Greekes haue a 
pretty name for, and call it Echo. 1678 Cudworth Intel!. ■ 
Sysi. 581 Which if considered in Audibles, then will the 
Second Hypostasis be look'd upon, as the Eccho of an 
Original Voice; and the Third as the Repeated Eccho, or 
Eccho of that Eccho. 1810 Scott Lady 0/ L. 1. x, Round 
and around the sounds were cast, Till echo seemed an 
answering blast. 2877 Bryant Lit. People of Snow 3x3 Like 
echoes softly flung from rock and hill. 

b. To applaud to the echo : i. e. so vociferously 
as to produce echoes. 

1605 Shaks. Macb. v. iii. 53, I would applaud thee to the 
very Eccho That should applaud againe. 1840 Dickens 
Old C. Shop (,C. D. ed.) 77 The performance was applauded 
to the echo. 

2 . The cause of this phenomenon personified. 

(In Greek mythology, Echo was regarded as an ‘Oread* 

or mountain nymph.) 

2592 Shaks. Rom .<$ Jut. n. ii. 162 Else would I teare the 
Caue where Eccho lies And make her ayrie tongue more 
hoarse. 1795 Wolcott (P. Pindar) Pindariana Wks. 2812 
IV. 161 And Echo, long banish’d, sweet Maid, Return’d with 
her stories of love, i860 Tyndall Glac. 1. § 2. 15 The echoes 
talked down to me from the mountain walls. 

3 . An artifice in verse, by which one line is 
made to consist of a repetition (such as might be 
given by a literal echo) of the concluding syllables 
of the preceding line, so as to supply an answer 
to the question contained in it, or otherwise to 
give a continuous sense. Hence, the name of the 
species of verse in which this was done. Also 
attrib., as in echo verse. 

The most perfect modern example of this once fashionable 
device is Hugo's Ckasse du Bur grave, where every alter- 
nate line throughout a long poem is an ‘ echo’ of the pre- 
ceding line. 

2633 G. Herbert Temple, Heaven, But are there cares 
and businesse with the pleasure ? Echo, Leisure. 2663 But- 
ler Hud. 1. iii, 199 Quoth he, O whither, wicked Bruin? 
Art thou fled to my— Eccho, Ruin I 2721 Addison Sped. 
No. 62 p 3 False wit chiefly consists in the resemblance and 
congruity . . sometimes of Syllables, as in Echos and Dog- 
gerel Rhymes, 1792-2824 D'Israeli Cur. Lit. (1866} 263/2 
A similar contrivance, that of Echo Verses, may here be 
noticed. ■ 

+ 4. A response received or expected as a matter 
of course from the nature of the address. Obs. 

26455 R. Carpenter Experience v. xx. 333 Give out, from 
the inwards of his heart and Soule, with an Eccho, Amen. 
2712 Shaftesb. Charac. (1737) III. 300 Now the eccho 
or antiphony which these elegant exclaimers hope, .to draw 
necessarily from their audience, is that, etc. 

5. fig. A repetition or close imitation, chiefly of 
things that can be compared to speech, voice, or 
sound {e.g. a writer’s thoughts or style), but occas. 
with wider meaning ; an enfeebled reproduction ; 
an effect that continues after its cause has ceased ; 
and the like. 

1622 Sparrow Bk. Com. Prayer (1661) 221 Their Services 
are, as it were, so many Eccho’s and Reflexions upon the 
Mystery of Pentecost. 1632 Sanderson 12 Seme. 465 God. . 
also causeth the Eccho of that word to sound in our hearts. 
1701 Swift Contests Nobles $ Com. Wks. 1755 II. 1. 50 His 
folly, and his wisdom . . are all of his own growth, not the 
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eccho or infusion of other men. 1749 Power Numbers Poet, \ 
Comp, 60 The Sound is still an Eccho to the Sense, i860 
Farrar Orig. Lang. i. 28 A feeble echo of splendours. 1878 
B. Taylor Deukalion 11, H. 60 Was it some last echo blown 
From ended struggles? 

6. transf A person who reflects or imitates the 
language, sentiments, or conduct of others ; one who 
assents obsequiously to the opinions of another. 

a 163 * Donne Poems (1650) 168 Then write, that I may 
follow, and so bee Thy debtor, thy eccho, thy foyle, thy 
zanee. 1691 Satyr agst, French 3 These Apes, these Echo's 
. . of Men, Shall be the present Subject of my Pen. 1732 
Swift Corr. Wks. 1841 11 . 672 Clarendon, whom they reck- 
oned the faithful echo of their master’s intentions. 1841-4 
Emerson Ess. vi. Wks. (Bohn.) I. 88 Better be a nettle in 
the side of your friend than his echo. 

7 . Music . (See quot.) 

1711 Lend. Gaz. No. 4797/3 The lesser Organ . . has in it 
10 Stops and 4 Eccho’s. 1876 Hiles Cateck. Organ i. (1878} ' 
4 The Echo consisted of duplicates of some of the Treble | 
stops of the other Manuals. 1878 E. J. Hopkins in Grove I 
Diet. Mus, L 21 The resources for . . accompaniment were ! 
extended . . by the insertion of an additional short manual 
organ called the Echo. 

8. Whist. (See quot. 1876.) 

1862 ‘ Cavendish ’ Whist (,1879) 268 The advantages of the 
echo are manifold. 1876 A. Campbell-Walker Correct 
Card (1880/ Gloss, ti Echo, asking for trumps in response 
to your partner's ask, when but for his demand you would 
not have called. 

9 . Comb., as echo-echoing, echo-giving ppl. adjs., ; 
echo-wise adv. ; f echo-sound, a certain artifice 
in verse (see quot.). 

1589 Puttenham Eng. Poesie (Arb.) 210 Ye make one 
worde both beginne and end your verse, which therefore 
X call the slow retourne, otherwise the Eccho sound, a 1626 
Bp. Andrewes Serm, xix. (1661) 385 If it come . . from Him 
to us first, and from us then to you echo- wise). 1839 Bailey 
Festus xx. (1848) 259 Its echo-echoing walls at a whisper 
fall, a 1856 Longf. Sunrise Mills 23 The echo-giving 
hills. 

Hence Echoic a., of the nature of an echo; 
E'choism, the formation of words imitative of 
natural sounds ; Echoist, one who repeats like an 
echo; E*choiz© v., + to repeat as does an echo 
(obs .) ; to form words imitative of sounds. 

1600 Tourneur Transf. Met. Prol. Wks. 1878 II. 187 
The ecchoized sounds of horrorie. 1880 J. A. H. Murray 
Addr. Philol.Soc. 20 Onomatopoeia. . I prefer to call echoism. 
Ibid, note, Echoism suggests the echoing of a sound heard, 
and has the useful derivatives echoist, echoize, and echoic. 
Echo (e'ktf*), v. [f. the sb.] 

1 . intr. Of places: To resound with an echo. 
Also fig. 

1596 Shaks. Tam . Shr. in. ii. 181 Kist her lips with such 
a clamorous smacke That, .all the Church did eccho. 1684 
Bunyan Pilgr. 105 And at every Roar it gave, it made all 
the Valley Eccho. 1747 Hervey Medit. $ Contempt. (1818) 
163 All eternity [will] echo to their triumphant acclamations. 
1870 Yeats Nat. Hist. Comm. 93 Larks and nightingales 
make the sky echo with song. 

b. Of a sound : To be repeated by echoes, give 
rise to echoes, reverberate, resound ; hence fig. of 
rumours, fame, etc. 

a 1559 Sackville in Mirr. Mag. Induct, xiii. (1563) 116 b, 
With dolefull shrikes, that echoed in the skye. 1690 Lond. 
Gaz. No. 2532/2 This was followed by Long Live King 
Joseph, which quickly ecche’d all over the City. 1725 De 
Foe Voy. round W. (1840) 253 That sound echoed and 
reverberated from innumerable cavities among the rocks. 
1801 Southey Thalaba v. xxxii, Now the deaden'd roar 
Echoed beneath. 

2 . trans. Of places or material objects : To re- 
peat (a sound) by echo. 

1853 Baix Senses <$• Int. 11. ii. § 7 (1864)215 A sound echoed 
from many sides is made voluminous. 

Used for: To reflect (light). 

182a Beddo.es Rom. Lily, Poems 145 Fair as . . The last 
dim star, with doubtful ray . . Echoed to the eye on water. 
8 . fig. Of persons : To repeat (sounds, words) in 
the manner of an echo ; to repeat the words of, 
imitate the style or sentiments of (another person) ; 
to play the echo to, flatter with servile assent. 
Of language, compositions, etc. : To imitate, re- 
semble (an earlier model). 

1604 Shaks. Oth. m. iii. 107 Othel. What do'st thou thinke? 
I ago Thinke, my Lord? Othel. Thinke, my Lord? Alas, 
thou eccho'st me. 1649 Blithe Eng. Irnprov. Impr. (1653) 
in All which I Eccho with thee that possibly it may be so. 
1759 Franklin Ess. Wks. 1840 III. 254 This language was 
never echoed at home. 1839 Keightley Hist. Eng. II. 32 
Posterity have echoed these censures. 1876 Green Short 
Hist, vi. § 6 (1882) 333 In England Colet and More echoed, 
with greater reserve, the scorn and invective of their friends. 

b. absol. To repeat words like an echo. 

1880 Mrs. Forrf.ster Roy. <$• Viola I. 7 Dreams, indeed, 
my dear, echoes Netta lightly. 

c. intr. To play the echo to. 

1637 Heywood Dialogues 11. 29 Now echo vnto me, and 
sing, Thou myne. 170a Rowe Tamerl. iv. i. 1705, I will 
Eccho to thee, thou Adulterer, Thou dost profane the name 
of King and Soldier. 1767 Hugh Kelly Babler II. 209 
She constantly echoed to his groans. 

4 , In Whist. 

1862 * Cavendish ’ Whist (1879) 268 You should not echo 
a call unless you have at least four trumps. 

Echoed (e-k^d), ppl. a. [f. Echo v. + -ed.J 

1. Repeated by an echo. 

1596 Spenser F. Q. 1. xii. 4 Then gan triumphant trompets 
sownd on hye That sent to heven the ecchoed report. <21704 
T. Brown On Ormond’s Recov. Wks. 1730 I. 48 The clifts 


and hills my echo'd thoughts rehearse. 186® Tyndall 
Glac. 1. § 23. 168 The echoed voices mingled strangely with 
the gusts of the wind. 

2 . fig. Imitated, unoriginal. 

1833 Lynch Self- Impr. iii. 66 Books of vapid, echoed talk. 
Echoer (e*k<?uai). [f. as prec. + -Eft.] One 
who echoes or repeats. 

1823 Monthly Review Cl. 353 We shall be but., the 
echoers of a mock-bird's song. Fraser 1 s Mag. XV. 

i6qThe borrower, the echoer, the copier, cannot do it. 

Echoing (e-k^uiq), vbl. sb. [f. as prec. + -ING 1 .] 
The action of the vb. Echo, lit. and fig. Poet . 
occas. in pi. 

1638 Drumm. of Hawth. Irene Wks. (1711) 164 The alarms 
of trumpets and drums are not heard, .save by the ecchoing 
of the perplexed continent. x8xo Scott Lady of L. 1, Introd., 
Some feeble echoing of thine earlier lay. 1850 Mrs. Brown- 
ing Poems II. 263 AH echoings from out the hills. 

Echoing (e*kx?uig), ppl. a. [f. as prec. + -ing 2 .] 

1 . Of places or material objects: That rever- 
berates sounds ; characterized by or resounding with 
echoes. 

1667 Milton P. L. xx. 1107 A Pillard shade High over- 
arch’d and echoing walks between. 1683 Boyle Effects of 
Mot. v, 63 The better sort of our Echoing^ places. 1829 
Southey All for Love vii. xxxiii, The echoing ground re- 
peated the sound. 1842 Longf. Slave in Dism. Swamp v, 
Wild birds filled the echoing air with songs. 

2 . Of sounds or sound- producing agencies: That 
causes echoes, lit. and fig. 

1702 Rowe Ambit. Step-Moth. iv. iii. 1958 This way the 
Ecchoing Accents seem to come. 1725 Pope Odyss. xix. 603 
My echoing griefs the starry vault invade. 1817 J. Scott 
Paris Revisit, xix The echoing Bugle sounded through the 
streets of Brussels. 1836 Emerson Eng. Traits xiv. Wks. 
(Bohn) II. 108 His countrymen forsook . . Parnassus, on 
which they had once walked with echoing steps. 

3 . That gives or constitutes an expected response. 

a 1764 Lloyd ActorWics. 1774 1 . 13 Equipoised he stands 

Till praise dismiss him with her echoing hands. 1862 
‘Cavendish’ Whist (1879) 268 Here your partner cannot 
tell whether your card is an original or an echoing one. 
Hence E'choingly adv. 

1854 Ckamb. JrnL I. 395 The first chords .. wandered 
echoingly round the church. 

EcEoIess (e*k<?ules), a. [f. Echo + -less.] 
That has no echo ; chiefly poet . or rhet. in the 
sense ‘ silent, noiseless’. 

1728 Monthly Review XXVI. 503 An aerial telegraph . . 
by means of which the voyagers [in balloons] can talk with 
each other in the echoless space. 1816 Byron Prometh . 
14 The suffocating sense of woe, Which speaks but in 
its loneliness . . nor will sigh Until its voice is echoless. 
1825 Blackw. Mag. XVIII. 440 No unfit haunting place for 
things of echoless footstep, 1868 A. J. Menken Infelicia 3 
That far off, echoless promise. 

b. fig. That gives no echo ; unresponsive. 

1868 Browning Ring fy Bk. x. 553 Father and mother 
stunned, and echoless To the blow. 

EchOTneter. Also 8 echometre. [f. Gr. 
jJx°“ s sound + fX€T pou measure ; in Fr. ichometre 
(Littrf).] (See quot. 1875.) 

1736 Bailey, Echometre. 1875 Brande Diet. Science 749 
In Music, a sort of scale or rule, marked with lines which 
serve to measure theduration of sounds, and to ascertain 
their intervals and ratios. x88x in Worcester. 

t Ecbo metry. ? Obs. [mod. f. Gr. r)xw 
Echo, or rjx os sound + -f^Tp'ta measuring, Littre 
has Fr. echo metric ‘art de calculer, de combiner 
la reflexion des sons’, —sense 1 below.] 

1 . * The art of making vaults or arches so as to 

produce an artificial echo.’ 1818 in Todd. 

2 . The art of measuring the duration of sound. 

1847 in Craig. 

Eclioy (e’kflui), a. rare. [f. Echo sb. + -y.] Of 
the nature of an echo. 

1841 Blackw. Mag. I, 587 The very beams and rafters . . 
throwing off their eirea vreaoeoja in echoy sounds, 

Ecko, obs. form of Echo. 

+ Eclaireise. Obs. rare— l . [Back-formation 
from next; as if ad. Fr. iclairciss -, iclaircirl\ 
trans. To clear up. 

1734 Newton Propk. (1832) 668 Till time shall accomplish 
and eclaircise all the particulars. 

ij Eclaircissement. Forms: 7-8 ec(c)ler- 
cisment, -clarcis(e)ment. [F. iclairciss ement 
(<?klgr t szsman) clearing up, f. iclairciss-, eclair cir to 
clear up. Very common in 18th c.] 

1. A clearing up or revelation of what is obscure 
or unknown ; an explanation. 

1673 Dryden Marr. a. la Mode v. i, This Eclaircissement, 
which is made this day of your quality. 17x6 Pope Let . in 
Lady M. W. Montague’s Lett, xxxiii. 1 . 1x7 You could give 
me great eclaircissements upon many passages in Homer. 
1751 Smollett Per . Pic. (1779) III. Ixxxiii. 294 Their mutual 
astonishment was unspeakable at the eclaircissement. 1792 
Pitt in Academy No, 616. 132/2 His readiness to give 
me any eclaircissement. 1848 Thackeray Van. Fair xv. 
When the Eclaircissement comes there will be a scene. 

2 . A mutual explanation of equivocal conduct ; 
esp. in phrase, To come to an iclaircissement . 

m a 1674 Clarendon Hist. Reb . xii. III. 243 Till the first 
interview and eelarcisements were passed between the King 
& Queen. 1676 Etheredge Man of Mode iii. iii, To get me 
to meet Loveit here in order to an ecclaircisement. 174* 
Richardson Pamela (1824) I. Ixxiii. 419 As soon as you are 
prepared to speak all that is upon your mind . . then we 
may come to an eclaircissement. 18x5 Scott Guy M. xx, 


Such . . restraints as might prevent any engagement 0* 
eclaircissement taking place. 

Eclampsia, eclampsy (eklse-mpsia, -si). 
Pathol, [a. and ad. mod.L. eclampsia, as if a, 
Gr. *hcha.ixpia, regularly f. kieXcL/xisHv to shine forth. 
Cf. Fr. iclampsie .] ‘ Epileptiform convulsions de- 

pendent on some actual disturbance of the nervous 
centres caused by anatomical lesion’ (Syd. Soc. 
Lex.). So also Eclamptic a., affected with, or 
characteristic of eclampsia ; (the less correct form 
eclampsic has been also used). 

2866 A. Flint Princ, Med. (1880) 823 Epileptiform convul- 
sions, or eclampsia . . are to be discriminated by means of 
the. .symptoms. 1857 Bullock tr. Cazeaux' Midwif. 295 
Eclamptic patients. x886 Syd. Soc . Lex., Idiocy, eclampsic 
..One of Ireland’s divisions, including those cases that 
have followed infantile convulsions. 

(i iiclat (rida*). [Fr. iclat , OF. esclat, re- 
lated to iclater, OF. esclater to burst, burst out 
The senses occurring in Eng. use are taken (with 
more or less accuracy) directly from Fr. In 
1 8th c. and first half of the 19th c. the word was 
in much more frequent use than it has been sub- 
sequently. (Sometimes ignorantly written icldt.) 

The OF. esclater =z Pr., Cat. esclatar is usually believed 
to be ad.WGer. *slait-an , causative of* slit an ; see Slit. The 
Teutonic si- became in Romanic set-, to which the usual 
euphonic e- before initial s r cons, was afterwards prefixed. 
The Fr. sb. has also the sense of ‘splinter', and its early 
form, or a synonymous fern, (e)sclate, is the source of Eng. 
Slate.] 

f 1 . Brilliancy, radiance, dazzling effect (in lit 
sense or with conscious metaphor). Obs. 

1676 Etheredge Man of Mode xix. ii. 11684) 36 The Eclat 
of so much beauty., ought To have charm’d me sooner. 
1749 Udal Rhys Tour Spain <$• Port. (1760; 5 There was the 

f reatest Eclat of Beauty and Finery imaginable. 1784 J. 

Iarry Led. Art V.U848) 180 The sun is so concealed by 
clouds as to give no particular eclat to that part of the 
hemisphere. 1833 Kirby Hab. <5- Inst.Anim. I. v. 183 They 
[the polypes] strike the_ beholder by the eclat of petal-like 
animals with which their branches are covered. 

f 2 . Public display, ostentation ; notoriety, pub- 
licity; concr. a public exposure, scandal, ‘scene’. 
To make an iclat'. to ‘make a noise in the world’, 
create a sensation. 

a 1674 Clarendon Hist. Reb. III. xii. 223 He was then 
a man of eclat, had many servants. 1753 Hanway Trav, 
(1762,1 II. 11. i. 68 A disposition inclined to the submissive, 
is not that which makes the greatest eclat. 1793 T. Jef- 
ferson Writ. (1859) IV. 1 14 Not to commit the honor . . of 
your college, by an useless act of eclat. 1823 Byron Juan 
xiv. lx, W ith the kind view of saving an eclat. 

3 . ‘Lustre’ of reputation; social distinction; 
celebrity, renown. In 19th c. often in disparaging 
sense : ‘ false glitter’, showy brilliancy. 

1742 Middleton Cicero 11. vi. 70 Cmsar . . by the eclat of 
his victories, seemed to rival the fame of Pompey. 1807 
G. Gregory Diet. Arts 4* Sc. I. 330/1 He. .gave chemistry 
an eclat which it did not before possess. 1823 Byron Age of 
Bronze xvi, Montmorenci . . Turns a diplomatist of great 
dclat. 1847 Mrs. Sherwood Lady oj Manor II. x. 44 The 
glitter and eclat of foreign levity. 

b. Conspicuous success; universal applause, 
acclamation. Chiefly in phr. with (great) iclat. 

1741 Warburton Div.Legat. II. 37 note, Professed with 
the greatest eclat. 1787 ‘ G. Gambado ’ Acad. Horsem. 41 
Thus . . you go off with eclat. 1798 T. Jefferson Writ. 
(1859) IV. 250 Marshall was received here with the utmost 
eclat. x8io Byron To H. Drury 3 May, We get on with 
great e'clat. 

II Eclat, v. rare . [f. prec.] a. intr. To burst 
forth, become known, b. trans. To make notorious, 
bring into publicity. 

1736 Hervey Mem. I. xx The superior enmity they bore 
to men in power hindered that which they felt to one 
another from eclating. 1833 W. H. Maxwell Capt. Blake 
I. xv, A love affair which his blundering management had 
eclated. Ibid. III. i, Your being eclated in the newspapers. 
Eclect (ekle-kt), a. rare. [ad. Gr. Ik\€kt 6 s, f. 
ktckiy-tiv to select] Chosen, select. 

1839 Bailey Festus xix. (1848) 205 Exists This class eclect 
in all things. 1855 — Mystic 66 A band eclect. 
Eclectic (ekle'ktik), a. and sb. [ad. Gr. efcXtfc- 
rmos selective, f. kfckey-eiv to select.] A. adj. 

1 . In ancient use, the distinguishing epithet of 
a class of philosophers who neither attached them- 
selves to any recognized school, nor constructed 
independent systems, but ‘ selected such doctrines 
as pleased them in every school ’ (Liddell and 
Scott) ; Diogenes Laertius speaks of an ‘ eclectic 
sect’ founded by Potamon of Alexandria in the 
second century after Christ In mod. times this 
designation has been for similar reasons given to 
or assumed by various philosophers, notably V. 
Cousin ; and it is also applied to those who com- 
bine elements derived from diverse systems of 
opinion or practice in any science or art. So also 
eclectic method , system, etc. 

1683 Dryden Life Plutarch 37 The Eclectick sect, which 
was begun by Potamon. 1702 tr. LeClerc’s Prim. Fathers 
xx Clemens, .followed that manner of Philosophising which 
was then call'd Eclectick. 1796 Monthly Mag. II. 466/0 
endeavour at preparing . . some eclectic system of beliet. 
1828 Kirby & Sp. Entomol. xlviii. IV. 465 Era of Latreille, 
or of the Eclectic System. *859 Gullick & Timbs Paint. 


ECLECTICAL, 
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181 The Eclectic, or. .the Academic style was developed. . j 
by. .the Caracci school. 1878 Morley J. De Maistre Crit. j 
Misc. 101/1 There were three chief schools of thought, the 
Sensational, the Catholic, and the Eclectic, 

2 , More vaguely : That borrows or is borrowed 
from diverse sources. Also, of persons or per- 
sonal attributes : Unfettered by narrow system in 
matters of opinion or practice ; broad, not exclu- 
sive, in matters of taste. 

1847 Disraeli Tattered 11. xiv. (1871) 141 With.. an eclectic 
turn of mind, Mr. Vavasour saw something good in every- 
body. 1865 Lecky Ration. (1878) 1 . 301 The higher virtue, 
which binds men . . to endeavour to pursue an eclectic course. 
1876 Freeman Norm. Conq. V. xxiii. 208 The strangely 
eclectic character of Scottish royal nomenclature, 1876 M. 
Davies Unortk. Lend. 8 The hymn-book in use is a tre- 
mendously eclectic one. 1879 Church Spenser 45 When 
allowance is made for an eclectic . . phraseology, .the Shep- 
herd’s Calendar is .. of great interest. 

3 . In etymological nonce-uses. a. Made up of 
1 selections V b. That selects, does not receive 
indiscriminately. 

3814 Monthly Rev. LXXIIT. 462 The. .volumes are wholly 
eclectic; they contain no original matter. 1876 Gladstone 
Homeric Synchr. 67 His mind was in the best sense eclectic, 
and he had a strong, .repugnance to the debased. 

B, sb. a. An adherent of the Eclectic school 
of philosophy, b. One who follows the eclectic 
method ; one who finds points of agreement with 
diverse parties or schools. 

1817 Coleridge Biog. Lit. I. xii. 281 By certain . . Eclec- 
tics, who . . choose whatever is most plausible. 1856 R. 
Vaughan Mystics (i860) I. 56 The Alexandrians were eclec- 
tics. 1857 W. Smith Thorndale 400 He has added to his 
title of Utopian that of Eclectic. _ 1886 Syd. Soc. Lex., 
Eclectics , a term applied to certain medical practitioners 
in America. 

Eclectical (ekle-ktikal), a. [f. prec. + -al.] 

-= Eclectic a. 

186a R. Patterson Ess. Hist . <$• Art 82 The Eclectical 
system [in Art]— that of choosing the best points out of a 
multitude of fine forms. 

Hence Ecle ctically adv., in an eclectic manner. 
1844 Blackw. Mag. LV. 236 Others . . voted arbitrarily or 
eclectically, that is, by no law generally recognised. 2856 
Kingsley Misc. II, 27 They reverence . .a few. . facts eclec- 
tically picked out of the past. 

Eclecticism (ekle*ktisiz’m). [f. Eclectic + 
-ism.] The eclectic philosophy ; the eclectic 
method applied to speculation or practice. 

1835 I. Taylor Spir. Despot, iv. 124 Abstracted selfishness 
. .in its modern guise of philosophic eclecticism. 1836-7 Sir 
W. Hamilton Metapk. (1877) I. vi. 107 Eclecticism, con- 
ciliation, union were . . the grand aim of the Alexandrian 
school. 1838 Emerson Lit. Ethics Wks. (Bohn) II. 212 The 
French Eclecticism, which Cousin esteems so conclusive. 
2881 Westcott& Hort N. 7 \ Grk. II. 246 The eclecticism 
of the Syrian revisers. 

b. coner. The product of an eclectic method. 
1841-4 Emerson Ess. Ser. 1. xii. (1876) 278 What is a man 
but a finer . . landscape than the horizon figures, — nature’s ' 
eclecticism? 

Eclecticize (ekle-ktissiz), v. [f. Eclectic - f 
-IZE.] trans. To treat in an eclectic method ; to 
make selections from. 

1854 Maurice Mor. $ Met. Philos, (ed. 2) i35 Proclus, who 
was to eclecticise and harmonise all mythologies. 
Eclectism (ekle*ktiz’m). [ad. Fr. eclectisme.J 
« Eclecticism. So also Ecle-ctist. 

2867 Contemp. Rev. VI. 379 After these come Domenichino 
and the Caracci, eclectism and polish. / 1882 Blackw. Mag. 
May 645 An eclectist like the Caracci in painting. 

t Ecle*££me» Med. Obs ... Also 7 eelsgm, 
eelegmat. [a. (directly or through Fr. ecDgme) 
med.L. eclegma (gen. eelegmat -is) for ecligma , a. 
Or. €fc\Hjfxa, f. &c\€ix*w to lick out.] 

4 01d term for a linctus, or form of medicine of 
a semifluid consistence, which is licked off the 
spoon * (Syd. Soc. Lex.). 

1605 Daniel Queene's Arcadia in. i. (1623) Eclegmats 
Embrochs, Lixiues, Cataplasmes. 2622 Burton A nat . Mel. 
11. iv. 1. v. (1676) 233/2 Confections, Treacle, Mithridate, 
Eclegmes orLinctures. 1710T. Fuller Pharm. Extemp. 271 
No Eclegme . . can be sent directly .. into the Lungs. 

EelipsaMe (Hdi-psabT), a. [f. Eclipse v. + 
-able.] Capable of being eclipsed. 

*845 J- O’Donovan Irish Gram. 63 After the interrogative 
particle ‘an’. .all verbs beginning with eclipsable con- 
sonants are eclipsed. 

t EcEpsa'reon. Obs. [f. Eclipse.] (See quot.) 

1794 G. Adams Nat. 4* Exp. Philos. IV. 179 A globe to 
Show the phenomena of solar and lunar eclipses on all places 
of the terrestrial globe, called an eclipsareon. 1867-77 G. 
Chambers Astron. Voc. 915 Eclipsareon, an astronomical 
toy invented by Ferguson. 

t Eclipsa*tion. [f. Eclipse v. + -ation ; in 
med.L. eclipsatio (Du Cange).] The action of 
eclipsing or state of being eclipsed. Also fig. 

1472 Ripley Comp. Alck. in Ashm. (1652) 187 Obscuratyon 
..callyd Eclypsation. 2575 G. Harvey Letter-bk (1884) 
93 That . . owtelandish word, Eclipsation of my absence. 
2384 A Imanack, She [the moon] wyll . . continue in her 
totall Eclipsation one houre and .xx. minutes. 

Eclipse (fkli-ps), sb. Forms: 4 esclepis, 
(enclips), 4-7 eclips, 5-6 eclypse, (5 ecleps, 
-ypee, 6 eclip(s)is, 7 ©eclipse), 4- eclipse, [a. 
OF. eclipse, esclipse , ad. L. eclipsis, Gr. enkenpis, 


noun of action f. kxXdrretv to be eclipsed, literally 
to forsake its accustomed place, fail to appear.] 

1 . Astron. An interception or obscuration of the 
light of the sun, moon, or other luminous body, 
by the intervention of some other body, either 
between it and the eye, or between tlie luminous 
body and that illuminated by it ; as of the moon, 
by passing through the earth’s shadow ; of the 
sun, by the moon coming between it and the 
observer ; or of a satellite, by entering the shadow 
of its primary. Also in phrase, In eclipse. For 
annular, partial, total eclipse, see those adjs. Cf. 
Occultation. 

a 1300 Cursor M. 16814 Oft siths haue we sene . . esclepis 
[57. r. clipes, clyppes, clippis] of sun and mone. c 1374 
Chaucer Boeth. (2868) 133 Whan pc moone is in the eclips. 
1393 Langl. P. PI. C. xxi. 240 pis eclipse . pat ouer-closep 
now j?e sonne. 2494 Fabyan vn. ccxlvi. 289 In y-* yere of 
our Lord .xii.c.xxii. . . apered a great eclypce of the sone. 
2549 Compi.Scot.vi.(x&j2)55 ln thc tyme of the eclipis, the 
eird is betuix the raune and the soune. 2605 Shaks. Lear 
1. ii. 112 These late Eclipses in the Sun and Moone portend 
no good to vs. 2637 Milton Lycidas 100 That fatal, .bark 
Built in the eclipse. 2730 Harris Hermes(zS^i) 1 19 Often had 
mankind seen the sun in eclipse. 2868 Lockyer Heavens 
258 An eclipse of Titan. 1871 Palgkave Lyr. Poems 33 
The Sun cloak’d himself in wan eclipse. 

b. transf. Absence, cessation, or deprivation of 
light, temporary or permanent ; techn. the period- 
ical obscuration of the light from a light-house. 

2526 Pilgr. Per f (W. de W. 1531) 305 A vniuersall derknes 
& eclipse was ouer all the worlde. 1363 Mirr. Mag., 
Buckhm. xciii. With fowle eclypse had reft my syght away. 
1671 Milton Samson 80 Blind among enemies . . Irrecover- 
ably dark, total eclipse. 2784 Cowper Task iii. 736 The 
eclipse That metropolitan volcanoes make. 2830 Tennyson 
Burial of Love, His eyes in eclipse. 2838 Merc. Mar. 
Mag. V. 186 A Fixed Red Light, varied by fashes pre- 
ceded and followed by short eclipses. 

2 . fig. Obscuration, obscurity ; dimness ; loss of 
brilliance or splendour. 

J&. Barckley Felic. Man (1631) 645 This .. eclipse of 
Christian manners, doth presage the destruction of the 
world to be at hand. 2642 Fuller Holy $ Prof. St. 11. xxi. 
240 God oftentimes leaves the brightest men in an eclipse. 
2630 Bounds Publ. Obed. (ed. 2) 18 How knowes he .. that 
the . . Power is . . in an Ecclipse? a 1722 Ken Semi. Wks. 
(1838) 214 Goodness has an inseparable splendour, which 
can never suffer a total eclipse. 1878 Browning La Saisiaz 
31 When I. .declare the soul’s eclipse Not the soul’s extinc- 
tion. 

f 3 . A fraudulent device in dice-playing ; (see 
quot.). Obs. 

1721 J. Puckle Club (1827) 19 Gamesters have the Top, 
the Peep, Eclipse [note, securing with the little Finger, a 
Die on the outside of the Box], Thumbing, etc. 

Eclipse (ikli-ps), v. Forms : see prec. 5 pa. 
pple. eelippid. [f. prec. Cf. Fr. klipser , late L. 
eclipsare.’] 

+1. intr. To suffer eclipse ; to be eclipsed. Obs. 

2393 Gower Conf. II. 153 The sonne and mone eclipsen 
both, a 2393 T. Watson Poems ( Arb. ) 206 Thou neuer doest 
eclips . . thy glorie still doth waxe. 2667 Milton P. L. ii. 
666 The night-hag. .comes, .to dance With Lapland witches 
while the labouring moon Eclipses at their charms. 

+ b . fig. Obs. 

c 2430 Lydg. Bochas 1. ii. 5 a, God . . can . . maken princes 
eclipsen in theyr glory. . 2390 Greene Poems (1861) 296 
Starry eyes, whereat my sight Did eclipse with much delight. 

2 . trans. Of one of the heavenly bodies: To 
cause an obscuration of some other heavenly body, 
by passing between it and the spectator, or between 
it and the source from which it derives its light. 

c 2485 Digby Myst. (2882) iv. 356 The son had lost his sight ; 
Eelippid was hee. 2596 Drayton Legends 928 The blessed 
Sunne . . Eclips’d to me, eternally appeares. 2726 tr. 
Gregory’s Astron. I. 34 The Duration of some Eclipses is . . 
so long . . as to let the Moon go the Length of three of its 
Diameters in the Shadow totally eclipsed. 2832 Hat. Philos. 
II. Introd. Astron. p. lii. (Usef. Knowl. Ser.) When the moon 
eclipses the sun to us, the earth is eclipsed to the moon. 

b. transf. To intercept flight) ; used techn. with 
reference to an intermittent light in a lighthouse. 

2838 Merc. Mar . Mag. V. 60 It is a White Revolving Light, 
eclipsed once a minute. 

3 . fig. To cast a shadow upon, throw into the 
shade ; to obscure, deprive of lustre. 

2382 R.Goade in Confer, u. (2584) H iiij b, The glorie of it 
was . . eclipsed. 2630 B. Discollim. 30 A toleration of 
errours eclipsing and accosting Gods Truths. 2662 Dryden 
Wild Gall. Wks. 2725 1 . 164, I confess I was a little eclips’d ; 
but I’ll chear up. 2774 J. Bryant Mythol. II. 525 The 
ancient name was eclipsed by a later title. 1833 Macaulay 
Hist. Eng. III. 351 The splendour of the House of Argyle 
had been eclipsed. 

4 b. To hide, screen from. Also, to extinguish 
(life). Obs. 

2392 Shaks. i Hen. IV, iv. v. 53 Here I take my leaue of 
thee . . Borne to eclipse thy Life this afternoone. 1642 G. 
Enghsham Forerunner of Rev. 3 How easily I may eclipse 
myself from his power to do me barm. 1653 Gloria # Nar- 
cissus 1. 243 He was not to be ecclipsed from the eyes of the 
multitude. 

4 . To render dim by comparison ; to outshine, 
surpass. Chieflyy%; 

2717 Lady M. W. Montague Lett. II. xliv. 18 Her ear- 
rings eclipsed all the rest. 2762 Hume Hist. Eng : II. xxvii. 
127 The Earl of Surrey had totally eclipsed him in favour. 
2822 S. Rogers Columbus xii. 61 A spark is thrown that shall 


eclipse the sun. 1831 Brewster Newton jz^) I. xm.381 
A discovery which is the glory of one age is eclipsed by the 
extension of it in another. 1870 Disraeli Lot hair xxxi. 
159 One must sing in a room or the nightingales would 
eclipse us. 

5 . + a. To elide or omit (sounds) in pronuncia- 
tion {obs.). b. In Irish (Gaelic, etc.) Grammar: 
To change the sound of an initial consonant 
according to euphonic laws. (In writing, the letter 
expressing the new sound is prefixed to the original 
initial which becomes silent.) See Eclips is. 

2389 Puttenham Eng. Poesie II. xii. (Arb.) 127 If he [a 
word] goe before another word commencing _with a vowell 
not letting him to be eclipsed, his vtterance is easie. 2602 
Carew Cornwall 56 a, The English, which they speake is 

g ood . . but they disgrace it. .eclipsing (somewhat like the 
omersetshire men) specially in pronouncing the names. 

Eclipsed (iklrpst), ppl. a. [f. prec 4- -ED.] 

1 . Suffering from eclipse, darkened. 

2633 G, Herbert Temple, Parodie iii, No stormie night 
Can so afflict. .As thy eclipsed light. 2673 R. Head Canting 
Acad. 130 An eclipsed Moon. 2884 Athenseum iz Oct. 469/2 
The absence of red colour in the eclipsed moon. 

2 . transf. and fig. Obscured, * in the shade*. 

2577 Holinshed Chron. I. 277/1 The eclipsed state of 
England after his [king Edmund’s] death. 1666 Dryden 
Ann. Mirab. xc, Mine shall sing of his eclipsed estate. 

fb. Enfeebled; labouring under infirmity. (In 
quot. 1667 perhaps = blind). Obs. 

2607 Topsell Four-f Beasts 431 Those which are effemin- 
ate or defective, and eclipsed in their minde or courage. 
1667 Carte Papers {MS CLIV. fol. 232 b (Bodl,Libr.),The 
humble petition of William Walsh eclipsed. 

•f 3 . = Ecliptic a. Obs. 

i6zy in Rushw. Hist. Coll, (2659) I. 484 Wbo .. would 
make a new Zodiack, and draw his eclipsed lines through 
the East and West Indies. 

Eclipses? (iklrpsar). [f. Eclipse v. + -er.] 
One who eclipses, darkens, obscures, or outshines. 

1594 Barnfield Affect. Sheph. 11. xxix, Oh foule Eclipser 
of that fayre sun-shine. 1748 Richardson Clarissa (1811) 
IV. xvi. 79 They confessed themselves eclipsed, without 
envying the eclipser. 

Eclipsing (iklrpsirj), vbl. sb. [f. Eclipse v. + 
-ING-U] a. The action of causing an eclipse, b. 
The condition of being in an eclipse. Also fig. 

2430 Lydg. Chron. Troy < in. xxv, The name of whom shall 
. . ever yliche without eclipsing shine, a 2541 Wyatt Wks. 
(1861)49 He., gives the moon her horns their eclipsing. 
2630 Hubbert Pill Formality 61 An eclipsing . . of the 
shinings of grace. 

Eclrpsing, ppl. a. [f. as prec. + -ing 2 .] 
f 1 . That is suffering eclipse ; that is being eclipsed. 
1748 A. Philips Pastoralsv i. 114 His Voice had power To 
free the ’clipsing Moon at Midnight Hour. 

2 . That causes eclipse ,* that darkens, or causes 
darkness or obscurity. In quots.y%*. only. 

1635 Quarles Entbl. ni.vii, (1718)253 O why Does thy 
eclipsing hand so long deny The sunshine of thy soul-en- 
liv’ning eye? 2822 Shelley Adonais Iiv, That Benediction 
which the eclipsing Curse Of birth can quench not. 2876 
Geo. Eliot Dan. Der. III. xl. 183 Despondency .. had 
floated in and hovered above him with eclipsing wings. 

3 . That outshines or surpasses others. 

1660 Boyle Seraph. Love % 2 Their greatest Accomplish- 
ments . . are in that Eclipsing company, as inconspicuous 
as the faint Qualities of more ordinary persons. 

Ecli’psis. Gram . [ad. Gr. <hc\u\pis, noun of 
action L l«A dvetv to leave out; in sense 1 perh. 
confused with ellipsis', in sense 2 app. suggested 
by Eclipse in fig. sense 4 to obscure .] 
f 1 . An omission of words needful fully to ex- 
press the sense. Obs. 

2338 Coverdale Prol. N. T., The cause., is partly the 
figure called eclipsis. 2389 Puttenham Eng. Poesie in. xii, 
(Arb.) 175 Eclipsis or the Figure of default, 
t b. (See quot.) Obs. 

1727 W. Mather Yng. Man’s Comp. 38 Eclipsis , is a piece 
of a Line drawn to denote that some part of a Verse or Sen- 
tence cited, is left out . . As, - — - ’Tis still the Miser’s Lot. 
The young Fool spends all that the old Knave got. 

2 . In Irish (Sc. Gaelic, Manx) Grammar: see 
quot. 

1845 J. O’Donovan Irish Gram. 58 Eclipsis in Irish Gram- 
mar may be defined the suppression of the sounds of certain 
radical consonants, by prefixing others of the same organ. 
33 cli.pt, obs. form of Yclept. 

Ecliptic (fkli-ptik), a. and sb. Forms : 4-8 
ecliptick(e, -tik(e, -que, (4, 7 ecc-, eclyptie(k, 
7 secliptique, 8 eccliptic), 7- ecliptic, [ad. (di- 
rectly or through F. kliptique) L. ecliptic-us, Gr. 
ItfAeu ttik 6 s in same sense.] 

A. adj. Of or pertaining to an eclipse. Ecliptic 
limits', the limits within which an eclipse is pos- 
sible. Ecliptic conjunction : a conjunction of sun 
and moon which results in a solar eclipse. 

1609 Holland Amm. Marcell. xx. iii, 145 When [the 
Sunne] himselfe and the roundle of the Moone .. are come 
to those dimensions which they usually tearme . . eclipticke 
or defective \defectivas ] conjunctions ascending and de- 
scending. 2735 B. Martin Mag. Arts ^ Set. n. vi. 253 These 
ecliptic Nights last but a little Time. 1772 Maskelyne in 
Phil. Trans. LXI. 544 The time of the ecliptic conjunction 
may be deduced. 1834 Nat. Philos. III. Astron. 03/2 (Use£ 
Knowl. Ser.) The solar ecliptic limits exceed the lunar. 
fg. 2678 Sir T. Herbert Mem. Chas. /, 88 (T.) In this 
echptick condition was the king . . sequestered in a manner 
from the comfort earth and air affords. 


ECLIPTICAL. 

+ b. Ecliptic circle , line , mzy « Ecliptic sb. 
c 1391 Chaucer Asirol. Prol 3 To knowe in owre orizohte 
. .the arising, of any planete aftur his latitude fro the Eclip- 
tik lyne. 1594 Blundevil Exerc. m. 1. xiv. (ed. 7 1305 You. 
must have respect only to the Ecliptique line. 1662 Hobbes 
Seven Prob.yiks. 1845 VII. 10 Does not the earth move. . 
in the ecliptic circle once a year? 1712 Blacicmoee Crea- 
tion 11. (1736) 52 The sun revolving thro’ th’ ecclyptic way. 
Jig. 1649 Selden Laws Eng.it. xxx. (1739 137 He would 
therefore have his way like that of the Zodiack, broad 
enough for Planetary motion of any one that could not 
contain himself within the Ecliptick Line of the Law. 

^ Used by mistake for Elliptic, 

1634-46 Row Hist. Kirk (1842"! 53 The Exercise of Pro- 
phesieing, or, in ecliptick expression, the Exercise of the 
Ministers. 

B. sb. 

1 . The great circle of the celestial sphere which 
is the apparent orbit of the sun. So called be- 
cause eclipses can happen only when the moon is 
on or very near this line. Sometimes put for the 
plane of the ecliptic. 

1635 N. Carpenter Geog. Del. 1. ix. 208 The distance of 
the Pole circles from the Pole is lust so much as the de- 
clination of the Eclipticke from the Equatour. 1646 Sir 
T. Browne Pseud. Ep. 291 If we imagine the Sun to make 
his course out of the Eclyptick, and upon a line without 
any obliquity. 1698 Keill Exam. The. .Earth (.1734) 22 5 B 
[is] .. impossible To conceive how a Sphere can be inclin’d 
to a Plane, passing thro’ its Center as the Ecliptick does 
thro’ the Center of the Earth. 1774 Goldsmith Nat. Hist. 
(1862) I. xv. 13 Its equator was in the plane of the ecliptic. 
1854 Kelly & Tomlinson tx.Arago' s Astron. 121 The in- 
clination of the orbit of this comet to the ecliptic is 12 0 34'. 

2 . The great circle on the terrestrial sphere 
which at any given moment lies in the plane of 
the celestial ecliptic. 

1819 Pantologia, Ecliptic, in geography, an imaginary 
great circle on 'the terrestrial globe . . falling upon the plane 
of the celestial ecliptic. 

Ecliptical (Yklrptikal), a. [f. Ecliptic + -al.] 
Pertaining to the ecliptic ; situated on the ecliptic. 

1556 Recorde Cast, Know l. (1556) 281 The Eclipticall 
pointes, whiche be commonly called the Headde and the 
Tayle of the Dragon. 1885 Clerke Pop. Hist. Astron. 429 
In carrying out the work of ecliptical charting . . M. M. 
Henry . . resolved . . to have recourse to the Camera. 

Used in error for Elliptical. 

1583 Fulke Defence (1843) 402 When the sentence Is 
ecliptical or defective. 1642 Fuller Holy Prof. St. iv. xii. 
299 He conceives this word, On mine Honour, wraps up a 
great deal in it . . and no lesse then an edipticaU oath, 
calling God to witnesse, who hath bestowed that Honour 
upon him. 

Hence Ecli*ptically adv ., in the direction of 
the sun’s (apparent) annual motion in the ecliptic. 

2638 Sir T. Browne Card. Cyrus , The flower twists 
Aequinoctionally from the left hand to the right, .the stalk 
twineth ecliptically from the right to the left. 

■f Ecllpti'city. Obs. rare~ l . 

2747 Carte Hist, Eng. I. 68 Discoveries, with regard 
to the eclipticity of the Zodiac. 

Bcloglt© (e'kldd^sit). Min. Also 9 eclogyte, 
eklogite. [f. Gr. kfcXoyfj selection ; see quot. 
1822.] A metamorphic rock, consisting of granu- 
lar garnet and hornblende, with grass-green sma- 
ragdite (Dana Man. Geol. (1880) 74). 

[1822 H auy Minlralogie IV. 548 Diallage, Espece unique : 
Eclogite, d’ exAoyrj choix, parce que les composans de cette 
roche n'dtant pas de ceux qui existent plusieurs ensemble 
dans les roches primitives . . semblent s’etre choisis pour 
faire bande h part ] 1852 Th. Ross tr. Humboldt's Trait. 
Ill, xxix. 169 Feldspar with a basis of souda. . forms, .with 
garnet, eclogyte. 18 66 Lawrence tr. Cotta's Rocks Class., 
This rock, to which Hauy gave the name of eklogite, is 
usually very firm and coherent 

Eclogue (e*klpg). Forms : 6-8 eglog(ue, (6, 
9 seglogue, -ge), 6- eclogue, [ad. L. ecloga, a. 
Gr. kfcXoyp selection, f. etcXtyciv to select. 

The spelling seglogue (medL. aegloga, Fri Eglogue) was 
associated with a fanciful derivation from atj, aiy-oy goat 
(as if * discourse of goatherds ’).] 

I. A short poem of any kind, esp. a pastoral 
dialogue, such as Virgil’s Bucolics. 

15x4 Barclay Cyt. fy Uplondyshm. {heading). The fyfte 
Eglogof Alexandre Barclay of the Cytizen & TJplondyshman. 
*579 E. K, in Spensers Sheph. Cal. Gen. Arg. § 2 They be 
not termed Eclogues, 2592 Florio 2nd Fruites Ep. Ded. 
1, Some . . deuismg how to . . blanche their passions with 
aeglogues, songs and sonnets, 1605 Camden Rem. 172 His 
meaning might be perceyved out of the last Eglogue of 
VirgilL 1704 Pope Disc. Past. Poetry 55 It is not suffi- 
cient that the sentences only be brief, the whole Eclogue 
should be so too. 1876 Green Short Hist. i. § 4 (1882) 37 
A little eclogue descriptive of the approach of spring. 

II 2 . Erroneously for : Conversation, discourse. 
16x3 R. C. Table Alph. (ed. 3), Eglogue , a talking to- 
gether. <2x670 Hacket Cent. Serm. { 1675) 288 The Shep- 
herds in the Eclogue which they had together about going 
to Bethlem to find Christ, use this Speech. 

3 . attrib ., also eclogue-wise adv., as in an eclogue. 
1580 Sidney Arcadia (1613) 219 Which gaue occasion to 

Histor and Damon . . to present Basilius with some other of 
their complaints Eclogue-wise. Ibid. 388 In eclogue wise. 
Hence Ecloguey a. nonce-wd . , pertaining to, or 
of the nature of, an eclogue or pastoral poem. 

x8. . Barnes Poems Dorset Dial., They poems . . fill my 
heart wi’. .The most ecloguey thoughts they do 1 

Eelude, erron. form of Exclude v. 
x6Sx R. Knox Hist. Ceylon 66 He is utterly ©eluded from 
hisfamily. ' • >■ 
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Eeness, -nyss, var. of Echeness, Obs. 

t EcO'd, int. Obs. [var. of Egad, egod, Agad, 
q.v.J Used as a mild oath. 

1733 Fielding Don Quix. 1. viii, 'Ecod! it runs in my 
head. 1777 Sheridan Trip Scarp, m, iv, It’s well I have 
a husband acoming ? or ecod I’d marry the baker. 1863 
Dickens Mitt. Fr. xiv. 371 Ecod, when I say to him . . 

-f Econo’macy, Obs. rare. In 7 oeconomacy. 
[f. L. ceconom-us (ad. Gr. oheovbpos steward) + 
-ACY.j The position or office of being £ spiritual 
ceconomus * or controller of ecclesiastical affairs. 

1651 C. Cartwright Cert. Relig. 1. 45 That Objection of 
Protestants against the oeconomacy of the Bishop of Rome, 

Economic (/kan^-mik , a. For forms cf. 
Economy, [ad. L. cecmomicus , ad. Gr. oIkovo{m(c6s, 
f. oltcojtSfiios ; see Economy and -ic. The Fr. 
economique is of earlier date, and may have been 
the first source of the Eng. word.] 

1. f 8 *. Pertaining to the management of a house- 
hold, or to the ordering of private affairs ( obs. ) 
b. Relating to private income and expenditure. 

1592 Sir John Davies hmnort. Soul xii. (1697) 52 Doth 
employ her Oeconomick Art . . her Household to preserve. 
1603 Florio Montaigne (1634) in In this Oeconomicke or 
houshold order. 1627 Drayton Agincourt 212 A man of 
natural! goodness .. whose courses, .serue me for Oecono- 
mike booke, 1650 Row Hist. Kirk (18421. 193 Imploying 
them in oeconomick & naturall morall duties. z66q Gale 
Crt. Gentiles 1. hi. i. 17 Oeconomic Poesie . .also . . Politic 
Poeste . . had their Original from Moses's Oeconomics, and 
Politics. X791 Cowrer Odyss. xix, 408 That I in wisdom 
ceconomic aught Pass other women. 1831 Carlyle Sort. 
Res. (1858) 77 Landlords’ Bills, and other economic Docu- 
ments. — Sterling \. ix. (1872) 55 His outlooks into the future, 
whether for his spiritual or economic fortunes, were confused. 

2. Relating to the science of economics ; relating 
to the development and regulation of the material 
resources of a community or nation. 

1835 I. Taylor Spir. Despot, ii. 70 The economic experi- 
ment. 1863 Fawcett Pol. Econ. i. iv. 35 Principles which 
will enable us to investigate economic problems. 1883 
Manck. Exam. 22 Nov. 5/3 M. Leroy-Beaulieu. .one of the 
ablest writers on economic subjects. 

b. Maintained for the sake of profit. Also, 
Connected with the industrial arts. (The former 
title of what is now the ‘Museum of Practical 
Geology’ was ‘Museum of Economic Geology’.) 

1854 Badham Halieut. 36 The advantages to be derived 
from economic fish-ponds. Mod. The many economic ap- 
plications of electricity. 

1 3. Thrifty, careful, saving, sparing. Obs. 

2755 H. Walpole Mem. Geo. II, II, 96 We should be eco- 
nomic. 1801 Mar. Edgeworth Belinda vi. (1832) I. 112, I 
never saw any one so economic of her smiles. 

f 4. Economic Bat : a transl. of Mus cecono - 
micus , a name given by Linnaeus to a burrowing 
rodent found in Siberia and Kamtchatka (now 
called Arvicola ceconomus'). Obs. 

1802 Binglky Aniiti. Biog.i, 1813! 1 . 378 The migrations .of 
the Economic Rats, are not less extraordinary. 

5. Pertaining to ‘ economy - in religious teaching, 
or to ‘ economy of truth \ Cfi Economy 6 . 

[1815 J. C. Hobhouse Substance of some Letters (1816) I. 
11 That species of writing called by Voltaire, the oeconomic 
style, or an expedient falsification of facts.] 1851 Robert- 
son Serm . Ser. iv. vi. (1863) I. 34 His economic manage- 
ment of Truth. I use this word though it may seem pedantic. 

6 . Pertaining to a dispensation, or method of 
the Divine government. Cf. Economy 5 b. 

18x7 G. S. Faber Eight Dissertations (1845) I. 31 Jacob 
gives to this agent the. .economic title of The Angel. 

33. sb. 

+ 1. The art or science of managing a house ; 
housekeeping. Obs. 

*393 Gower Conf. III. 141 That othir point, which to prac- 
tique Belongith, is economique. 1600 C. Butler Pem. Mon. 

v. (x6 23) K iv, As well in Musick as Oeconomick there must 
sometime be Discords. 

2. pi. (after L. ceconomica , Gr. ra oIkovo/juko). 

t a. The science or art of managing a house- 
hold ; a treatise on that subject. Obs. 

1586 Cogan Haven Health (1636) 16 Aristotle . . in his 
CEconomikes . . biddeth us to rise before day. a 1619 Fo- 
therby Atheom. 11. xiv. § 2 (1622) 356 Morall Philosophic . . 
hath three parts : Ecclesiastickes, Oecoriomickes, and Poli- 
tickes. [1621 Bk. Discip. CJi. Scot. 43 Ethica, Qeconomica & 
Politica.] 1665 Glanvill Seeps. Set. xix. 123 The more prac- 
tical ones of Politicks and CEconomicks. 1770 Langhorne 
Plutarch (1879) II. 586/2 Economics, so far as they regard 
only inanimate things, serve only/he low purposes of gain ; 
but where they regard human beings they rise higher. 

b. The art of regulating income and expendi- 
ture ; also, pecuniary position. 

1851 Carlyle Sterling 1. iv. (1872)27 The family economics 
getting yearly more propitious and flourishing. Ibid. 11. 

vi. 140 The Original Regulations .. a very solid lucid piece 
of economics. 

c. The science relating to the production and 
distribution of material wealth; sometimes used 
as equivalent to political economy , but more fre- 
quently with reference to practical and specific 
applications. Sometimes qualified by an adj. pre- 
fixed, as in Rural Economics . Also, the condition 
of a country with regard to material prosperity. 

1792 A Young Trav. France 176 He. .engaged to go with 
me. .to Tour DAigues to wait on The baron, .whose essays 
axe among the most valuable on rural oeconomics. 3839 
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Carlyle Chartism iv. (1858) 17 The oppression has gone 
far farther than into the economics of Ireland. 1841-4 
Emerson Ess. Ser. 1. vii. 11876) 181 Chemistry, natural his- 
tory, and economics. 1844 Disraeli Coningsby in. iii. 100 
Those moral attributes . . are independent of economics. 

1863 Mary Howitt tr , F, Bremers Greece I. v. 138 The 
improvement of Greece in economics. x88i P. Geddes in 
Nature XXIV. 526 Those sections . . were devoted to . . 
physical economics. 

t 3. One who understands the art of housekeep- 
ing. Obs. 

1656 Trapp Comm. Eph. i. 10 God is the best economic; 
his house is exactly ordered for matter of good husbandry. 

+ 4. Eccl. Hist. An administrator of the revenues 
of a vacant benefice [*=med.L. ceconomus], Obs . 

26x6 N. Brent Hist. Counc. Trent (1676 611 There being 
a suit for a benefice, an Oiconomick may be created. Ibid. 
735 The Episcopal^See being void, the Chapter shall elect 
one or two economicks. 

Economical (2k<m£rmikal), a. Forms: see 
Economy. Also 6 oieonomical. [f. as prec. + -al.] 

1. Pertaining to a household or its management ; 
resembling what prevails in a household, arch. 

1579 G. Harvey Lett.-bk (1884) 61 The other ceconomical 
matter you wotte of. _ 2586 T. B. La Pri?naud . Fr. Acad, 

I. 493 Oeconomicall science, that is. .the art of ruling a house 
well. 1612 T. Taylor Comm. Titus i. 6 Those priuate ver- 
tues. .coneerne his economical! administration. 2680 Sir R. 
Filmer Patriarcha ii. § 2 Adam had only economical 
power, but not polirical. 2748 Hartley Observ. Man 1. iv, 

§ 1. 425 (Economical Convenience first determined the 
Ratio’s of Doors, Windows, etc. 

b. Pertaining to pecuniary position. 

2825-45 Carlyle Schiller App. (ed. 2) 270 My economical 
circumstances render it impossible for me to travel much. 

2. Pertaining to, or concerned with, the develop^ 
ment of material resources ; relating to political 
economy. Cf. Economy 3 . 

1781 Gibbon Decl. F. II. xxxl. 173 The economical 
writers of antiquity . . recommend the former method. 2790 
Burke Fr. Rev. 117 Commerce .. and manufacture, the 
gods of our oeconomical politicians, are themselves perhaps 
but creatures. 1878 Morley Condorcet 43 Why did not 
France sink under her economical disorders ? 

b. * Economic 2 b. 

2792 A. Young Trav. France 210 He had the direction 
. . of the oeconomical garden. 1822 Imison Sc. iff Art II. 28 
Many very important applications of this principle have 
been made by Count Rumford to oeconomical puiposes. 
1856 Emerson Eng. Traits v. 99 Bakewell created . . breeds 
in which every thing is omitted but what is economical. 

3. Characterized by, or tending to economy ; of 
persons ; saving, thrifty ; opposed to wasteful. Cf. 
Economy 4. 

1780 Burke Sp. on (Economical Reform 17 An ceconomical 
constitution is a necessary basis for an ceconomical ad- 
ministration. 2837 Thirlwall Greece VI. xxxii. 228 The 
more economical application of the public revenue. 2851 
Carpenter Man. Phys. (ed. 2) 259 The use of animal flesh 
.. as a principal article of diet .. is very far from being 
economical. 1878 Jevons Prim. Pol. Econ. 89 He will 
not work in an economical way. 1880 L. Stephen Pope 
xv. 92 Illustrative of his economical habits. 

4 . = Economic 5. 

1833 J. H. NewmanL 4 rians 80 Careful ever to maintain 
substantial truth in our use of the economical method. 

1864 — Apol. 386 She observes no half-measures, no eco- 
nomical reserve. 

5. a. Pertaining to a dispensation*, cf. Economy 5 b. 
b. Pertaining to an organization ; cf. Economy 8. 

2577 tr. BullingePs Decades (1502) 631 The Trinity, .doth 
defende the Oiconomical state, that is, the mistery of the 
dispensation. 1646 Burd. Issachar in Phenix (1708) II . 265 
This Sanhedrim is Christ's Vicegerent in Jiis oeconomical 
Kingdom. 1670 Maynwaring Vita Sacra iii. 40 The Oeco- 
nomical Harmony is disturbed, a 1726 W. Reeve Serm . 
(1729) 17* When the . . Son of God had served the prophetic 
and priestly parts of his ceconomical charge. 1817 G. S. 
Faber Eight Dissertations (1845) I. 37 The economical 
office of the Word , .is to declare the Father to his creatures. 

Economically (fkfln^mikali), adv. [f. prec. 

+ -ly 2 .] In an economical manner. 

1. With reference to, or from the point of view 
of, economic science. 

2856 Olmsted Slave States 172 The best examples of the 
application of science, economically to agriculture, can. .be 
found in Virginia. 1868 Rogers Pol. Econ. v. (ed. 3) 49 
Economically considered, the existence of mankind is con- 
ditioned by shme sort of saving. 

2. In a thrifty or saving, as opposed to a waste- 
ful, manner. . 

2822 Examiner 28 Sept. 620/1 Those resources the king- 
dom should economically apply. 2844 H. H. Wilson B-n A 
India (1845-8) III. 549 The object might be attained., 
more economically, by the appointment of a Lieutenant- 
Governor. 1879 Cassell's Techn. Educ, IV. 415/2 Labour 
can be more, .economically carried out. 

3. Theol. According to the method or subject to 
the conditions of the divine economy. 

2696 Lorimer Goodwin's Disc. vii. 71 The Sin of Man . . 
disabled the Law of Works that it could not give that 
Eternal Life which after the Fall it promised only oecono- 
mically. 2817 G. S. Faber Eight Dissertations 1. 36000, 
the Father, .economically declares his high behests through 
the medium of the Word. 1864 J. H. JSTewman Apol. 67 
The system which is of less importance is economically or 
sacramentally connected with the more momentous system. 

Economist (/k^rnomist). [f, Gr. obcovopos 
(see Economy) + - 1 ST. Gf. Fr. Iconomiste.] 
fl. One who 1 manages a household; a house* 
keeper. Obs* ox arch., ' 
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1586 T. B. La Primaud. Fr. Acad . 1.(1594) 100 A prudent 
man . .may first become a good oeconoraist, that is, a governor 
& father of a famiUe. c 1645 Howell Lett . (1650) 1 . 99 Mr. 
Peary, .will prove a good husband, and a great oeconomist. 
1765 Wilkes Corr . (1805) II. 210, I am got into lodgings of 
my own, and will endeavour to be as good an oeconomist as 
my villainous nature will let me. 1837 Ruskin Pol. Econ. 
Art 11 The perfect economist or mistress of a household, 

2 . A manager in general ; one who attends to 
the sparing and effective use of anything, esp. of 
money. Const, of 

1710 Shaftesb. Charac. in. § 1. (1737) II. 37 2 O wise 
Oeconomist. .whom all the Elements and Powers of Nature 
serve! 1711 Steele Spec t. No. 64 7* 2 He is a good Oecon- 
omist in his extravagance. 1735 Bradley Pam. Diet. II. 
s. v. Lime, Every good Oeconomist will purchase as. .cheap 
as he can. 1824 J, Johnson Typogr. I. 553 He appears to 
have been but an indifferent oeconomist. 1841 DTsraeli 
Amen . Lit. (r8 67) 47 [He] was such a rigid economist of 
time, that every hour" was allotted to its separate work. 

3. One who practises or advocates saving. 

1758 Herald 11. igg No. 27 He is an oeconomist in his ex- 
pellees. 1771 H. Mackenzie Man Feel, xxxvi. 11803) 72 
His aunt was an economist. 1796 Morse Amer. Geog. II. 
420 An Italian . .must be a rigid economist. 1868 Freeman 
Norm. Cong. (1876) II. vii. 115 Economists who pressed for 
the reduction of the public expenditure. 

4. A student of, or writer upon, economics or 
political economy. 

1804 Earl Lauderd. PubL Wealth (1819) 354 To the 
economists commerce ought to have appeared a direct means 
of increasing wealth. 1827 Whateley Logic (1836. 393 The 
great defect of. .our own economists in general, is the want 
of definitions. 1866 Rogers Agric. <$- Prices I. Pref., Those 
facts which form the special study of the economist. 

b. More fully, Political Economist. 

1:825 Miss Mitford in L’Estrange Life II. x. 197 He 
[Mr. Monck] is a great Grecian and a great political econo- 
mist. 1855 Macaulay Hist. Eng. IV. 326 DavidHume 
. .one of the most profound political economists of his time. 

c. One of the school of 4 Economistes * (who 
flourished) in France in the 18th c. 

1776 Adam Smith W. N. iv. ix, A . . considerable sect, 
distinguished in the French republic of letters by the name 
of ‘ The Economists 1869 Buckle Civilis. II. vii. 328 
Soon after 17-5 the economists effected a schism between 
the nation and the government. 1878 Morley Condorcet 
33A.S a thinker he is roughly classed as an Economist. 

Economization (fk^nomiziFi'Jan) . [f. next + 
-ATiojsr.] The action or process of economizing 
(force, material, etc.). 

1866 Even. Standard 13 July 3 The economisation of the 
elements of electricity. 1885 Manch. Exam. 26 May 4/5 
A great economisation of the commercial processes. 

Economize (fkffnomriz), v. [f. Gr. obcovofi-o* 
(see Economy) +• -ize.] 

f 1 . intr. To act as the governor of a household. 

1648 Milton Tenure Kings (1650) 41 The power . . to . . 
(Economize in the Land which God hath given them, as 
Masters of Families in their Houses. 

f 2 . trans. To arrange, constitute, organize. Ohs. 

1691 Beverley Thous. Years Kingd. Christ 12 So shall 
the Divine Person . . Oeconomize . . the Lustre of its Glory. 
Ibid. 18 The Throne of God . . is so Oeconomiz’d as to be 
distinct. 

8. To use sparingly ; to effect a saving in. 

1820 W. Irving Sketch Bk . 1 . 122 He is calculating how he 
shall economize time. 1847 Emerson Repr. Men vi. Napol. 
Wks. (Bohn) I. 371 He never economized his ammunition 
but. .rained a torrent of iron, .to annihilate all defence. 

b. To procure the funds for anything by econ- 
omy or saving. Somewhat rare. 

1849-50 Alison Hist. Europe I. iii. § 82. 341 Her., 
charities, .were economised from her own personal revenue. 

4 . intr. To practise economy; to spend money 
more sparingly than before. 

1790 Burke Fr, Rev. Wks. V. 219 (Economising on prin- 
ciples of justice and' mercy. 1843 Mrs. Carlyle Lett . 
xl. (18831 2I 7 Light is one of the things I do not like to 

economise in. 1845 M c Culloch Taxation 1. iii, (1852) 95 
When wages fall.. the poor, .are obliged to economise. 

5 . trans. To turn to account, turn to the best 
account ; to apply to industrial purposes. 

1832 Ht. Martineau Life in Wilds ix. 117 It must be 
for man's advantage to economize this power. 1857 Ruskin 
Pol. Econ. Art i. (1868) 6 How this labour may ..be .. 
economized, so as to produce the richest results. 1863 
A. Ramsay Phys. Geol. 1 1878) 606 Who knows . .what motive 
powers may , . be economised other than those that result 
from the direct application of heat. 1872 Yeats Techn. 
Hist. Comm. 366 [Machinery’s] object is to economise force 
supplied from without. 

Hence Economized ppl. a. 

1875 Whitney Life Lang. vi. 106 These are already 
economized alterations of something still more primitive. 

Economizer (i'kp'nomsi^zei). [f. prec. + -ml.] 
One who or that which economizes. 

1 . One who makes money go a long way ,* one 
who effects saving in expenditure. 

1840 Dickens Old C. Shop (1867) 281 Sarah is as good an 
economiser as any going. 1886 Pall Mall Budget 7 Jan. 
4/2 He was a most rigid economizer who spent a halfpenny 
in tar, but when the ship foundered his economy was not 
much appreciated even by himself. 

2 . One who practises ‘ economy of truth \ 

1874 Morley Compromise u886) 86 The modern econo- 
miser keeps back his opinions or dissembles the grounds of 
them. 

3 . Mech. An appliance of any kind intended to 
effect a saving, esp. of heat or fuel. Also attrib. 

, 18. . Chambers' Encycl. s.v. Caloric Engine , [Economy of 


fuel] is effected by a * regenerator,* or more properly, 

‘ economizer \ 1884 Health Exhib. Catal. 64/2 Fire Econo- 
miser for_ ordinary grates. 1885 Manch. Exam. 3 Jan. 
85/1 A boiler in the economiser house exploded. 

Economizing f/k^nomouziq), vbl. sb. [f. as 
prec. + -IN& 1 j The action or process : a. of turn- 
ing to account for industrial purposes; b. of 
using with reserve and to the best effect. 

1879 Cassells Techn. Educ. IV. 214/2 The appliances 
for the economising of water. 1881 Atkenseum 17 Sept. 
364/2 Work, which a slight economizing of his boundless 
materials might. .expedite. 

Economy (ikp-ndmi). Forms: 6 econ-, yeo- 
nomie, 7 ceeonomie, (7, 8 eecononay), 7-9 ceco- 
nomy, 7- economy, [ad. L. ceconomia , ad. Gr. 
obcovojxia, f. oucovbjjLos one who manages a house- 
hold (usu. spec, a steward), f. dt/cos house + -vo/jlos, 
f. vijjKuv to manage, control. The Gr. ottcovdpos 
was adopted in classical Lat. as ceconomus , but 
seems to have been re-introduced into med.L. from 
contemporary Gr. (in an ecclesiastical sense) with 
the phonetic spelling y co nonius, whence the early 
Fr. and Eng. yconomie as forms of this word. 

In Christian Latin the accepted transl. of ohcovofiCa was 
dispensatio (cf. L. dispensator — Gr. obcovojuos steward) ; 
hence in certain Theol . senses economy and dispensation, 
are used convertibly.] 

I. Management of a house ; management gene- 
rally. 

f X. The art or science of managing a household, 
esp. with regard to household expenses. Obs. exc. 
in phrase Domestic economy. 

c 1530 Pol. Rel . <$* L. Poems (18 66) 29 The Doctrynal 
Princyplis and Proverbys Yconomie, or Howsolde keepyng. 
[1580 North Plutarch 303 A part whereof is Oecono- 
mia, commonly called House-rule.] 1673 Marvell Reh. 
Transp. 1 1 . 255 You have contrary to . . good ceconomy made 
a snow-house in your upper Roome. 

b. The manner in which a household, or a 
person’s private expenditure, is ordered, arch. 

1710 Steele Tatler No. 50 tp 3 His Equipage and Oeco- 
nomy had something in them, .sumptuous. <21723 Mrs. 
Centlivre Artifice iv. (D.) He ought to be very rich, 
whose oeconomy is so profuse. 1727 Pope Th. Var. Sub/. 
in Swift's Wks. 1755 II. 1. 229 Three great ministers, who 
could exactly compute . . the accompts of a kingdom, but 
were wholly ignorant of their own ceconomy. 1788 Priest- 
ley Led. Hist. v. xlix, 372 Impertinence . . to watch over 
the oeconomy of private people. 1825-45 Carlyle Schiller 
11. ied. 2) 70 If you could find me any person that would 
undertake my small economy. 

f c. concr. A society ordered after the manner 
of a family. Obs. 

1751 Wesley Wks. (1872) II. 249 At Holbeck we. .had an 
economy of young men. 

f d. The rules which control a person’s mode of 
living ; regimen, diet. Obs. rare. 

1735 Barber in Swift's Lett. (1768) IV. 85 The (Economy 
you are under must necessarily preserve your life many 
years. 

2 . In a wider sense : The administration of the 
concerns and resources of any community or es- 
tablishment with a view to orderly conduct and 
productiveness; the art or science of such admin- 
istration. Frequently specialized by the use of 
adjectives, as Domestic , Naval, Rural, etc. So 
■f Charitable Economy [in Fr. iconomie charitable ] : 
the management of charitable institutions. 

1651 Hobbes Leviath. 11. xxiii, 124 Special Administration 
..at home, for the Oeconomy of a Common-wealth. 1691 
T. H[ale], Acc. New Invent. 117 Of Naval Oeconomy or 
Husbandry. 1730 A. Gordon M off els Amphith. 344 
*T would have been bad Oeconomy to make such an use of 
them [Cushions]. 1772 Pennant Tours Scotl, (1774) 194 
Rural aeconomy is but at a low ebb here. 1778 Robertson 
Hist. Amer. I. iv. 320 The functions in domestic ceconomy 
are many, which fall to the share of women. 1801 Mrs. 
Trimmer {title), Oeconomy of Charity, or an address^ to 
Ladies adapted to the present state of charitable institu- 
tions. 1863 P. Barry {title), Dockyard Economy and N aval 
Power. 18 66 Rogers Agric. <$• Prices I. xix. 455 Articles . ; 
employed in the, .economy of agricultural operations, 
b. esp. Management of money, or of the finances. 
1741 Betterton in Oldys Eng. Stage II. 7 It was not the 
only erroneous Instance of his Oeconomy. 1796 Burke Let. 
Noble Ld. Wks. VIII. 23 A system of ceconomy which 
would make a random expence, .not easily practicable. 

3 . Political Economy [transl. Fr. iconomie poll - 
tique\ : originally the art or practical science of 
managing the resources of a nation so as to increase 
its material prosperity ; in more recent use, the 
theoretical science dealing with the laws that regu- 
late the production and distribution of wealth- 

1767 Sir J. Stewart {title). An Inquiry into the Principles 
of Political Economy, 1776 Adam Smith W . N.iv. Introd, 
II. 3 Political oeconomy.. proposes two distinct objects, .tp 
provide a plentiful revenue or subsistence for the people . » 
and. .to supply the state, .with a revenue sufficient for the 
publick services. 1825 M'Culloch Pol. Econ.x. § 1. 1 Poli- 
tical Economy is the science of the laws which regulate the 
production, distribution, and consumption of those articles 
or products which have exchangeable value, and are either 
necessary, useful, or agreeable to man. a 1830 Sir J. Sin- 
clair Corr. (1831)! II. 125 The French have long distin- 
guished themselves by their knowledge of political economy. 
1868 Rogers Pol. Econ . i. (ed. 3) 2 The subject of a treatise on 
political economy is, the services which men render to each 
other; but those services only on which a price can be put* 


4 . Careful management of resources, so as to 
make them go as far as possible. 

a. with reference to money and material wealth : 
Frugality, thrift, saving. Sometimes euphemis- 
tically for : Parsimony, niggardliness. 

2670 Cotton Espernon 1. n. 62 Men have., been very 
liberal in their censure of the Duke’s Oeconomy. a 1674 
Clarendon Hist. Reb. x. (1704) III. 88 Nor was this 
Oeconomy well liked even in France. 1762-71 H. Walpole 
Vertud s Anecd. Paint. (1786) 1 , 162 The luxury of Britain 
did not teach him [Holbein] more oeconomy than he had 
practised in his own country. 1770 Jas. Harris in Priv.Lett. 
1st Ld. Malmesbury I. 196 There can be no independence 
without economy. 1863 Froude Hist. Eng. VII. 5 The 
economy with which [Q.] Mary had commenced her reign 
had been sacrificed to superstition. 

b. concr. An instance or a means of saving or 
thrift ; a saving. 

1788 T. Jefferson Writ. (1859) II. 389 The suppression 
of the packets is one of the economies in contemplation. 
1868 Rogers Pol. Econ. xiii. (18761 20 Improved breeds of 
horses, cattle .. are really economies. 1876 Times 4 Oct., 
[The Railway Company] has only been saved from utter 
bankruptcy by economies. 

c. with reference to immaterial things, as time, 
personal ability, labour, etc. 

1862 Darwin Fertil. Orchids vi. 275 The economy shown 
by nature in. her resources is striking. 1875 H amerton IntelL 
Life iii. vii. 107 To read a language that has been very im- 
perfectly mastered is felt to be a bad economy of time. 

II. 5 . Theol. The method of the divine govern- 
ment of the world, or of a specific department or 
portion of that government. 

1660 Jer. Taylor Worthy Com mun. i. § 1. 28 All this is 
the method and Oeconomy of heaven. 1725 tr. Dupin' s 
Eccl. Hist. I. v. 127 The whole Oeconomy of our Salvation 
might be the better represented. 1814 Chalmers Evid. Chr. 
Revel. i. 15 That particular scheme of the divine economy 1 
which is revealed to us in the New Testament. 1879 Farrar 
St. Paul II. 226 The.true theological position of the Law— 
its true position, that is, in the Divine ceconomy of salvation. 

b. esp. A i dispensation a method or system of 
the divine government suited to the needs of a 
particular nation or period of time, as the Mosaic, 
Jewish, Christian economy. 

1664 H. More Myst. Iniq. 516 Apol,, Tending to the 
greater ornament and completeness of the Christian Oeco- 
nomy. 1698 Norris Pract. Disc. (1707) IV. 256 The Oeco- 
nomy of Faith should go before that of Vision. 1710 
Prideaux Orig. Tithes fi. 58 The Mosaical Oeconomy. 
1841 Myers path. Tk. m. § 4. 13 This Egyptian influence 
in the Mosaic Economy has been largely over-rated. 1863 
Goulburn Pers. Relig. 97 The Economy of Grace. 1871 
Macduff Mem. Patmos viii. 100 The twofold song descrip- 
tive of both economies. 

III. 6. a. Theol, [after Gr. obcovofa in the late 
sense ‘ politic administration ’.] The judicious 
handling of doctrine, i.e. the presentation of it in 
such a manner as to suit the needs or to con- 
ciliate the prejudices of the persons addressed, 
b. This sense has been (by misapprehension or 
word-play) often treated as an application of 4. 
Hence the phrase economy (as if 'cautious or 
sparing use’) of truth. 

Newman’s history of the Arians (1833) contained a section 
on the use of * the Economy ’ by the Fathers. The word 
was eagerly caujght up by popular writers and used con- 
temptuously, as if it were a euphemistic name for dishonest 
evasion ; in this sense it is still freq. met with. The sense 
of oiKovoixLa to which Newman referred occurs freq* in 
Chrysostom and Gregory Nazianzen ; e.g. the former, com- 
menting on the words ‘vain deceit’ {Col. ii. 8) says that 
some deceits are good, e.g. that practised by Jacob, which 
wasovx aira-nfi a\\’ obcovoiiLa. not a fraud but an ‘ economy \ 
The ecclesiastical use of the word occurs in Fr. writers of 
the 17th and 18th c., and was ridiculed by Voltaire; hence 
the appearance of b so early as 1796. See also Economic a. 5. 

a. 1833 J. H. Newman Arians i. § r (1876) 65 The 
Economy is certainly sanctioned by St. Paul in his own 
conduct. To the Jews he became as a Jew, etc. 1841: 
— Tracts for Times xc. (ed. 4) 83 What was an economy iii 
the reformers, is a protection to us. 1885 E. S. Ffoulkes 
Prim. Consecration iv. 03 Whether S. Cyril pushed his 
economy — or, as it would now be called, nis diplomacy— 
too far. 

b. 1796 Burke Regie. Peace i Wks. VIII. 208 Falsehood 
and delusion are allowed in no case whatever. But. . there 
is an ceconomy of truth, .a sort of temperance, by which a 
man speaks truth with reason that he may continue to speak 
it the longer. Mod. ‘I do not impute falsehood to the 
Government, but I think there has been considerable 
economy of truth *. 

IV. Organization, like that of a household. . 

7 . The structure, arrangement, or proportion of 
parts, of any product of human design. 

f a. spec, of a poem, play, etc. [Immediately 
from Gr. and Lat.] Obs. ; 

1671 Milton Samson Introd., Such oeconomy or dis- 
position of the fable as may stand best with . . decorum. 
1697 Dryden Virg. Past. Pref. (1721) I. 91 In this . . (Eco- 
nomy of a Poem, Virgil much excells Theocritus. 

b. gen. , 

1734 Watts Reliq. Juv, (1789) 217 An odd sort of elegance 
in the oeconomy of her table. 1730 A. Gordon Maffeis 
A mphith. 311 The Crossings of Stairs . . would confound 
the Oeconomy of the Building. 1751 Smollett Per. Pic. 
(1779 1 II. xxxvii. 2i The oeconomy of the table was recom- 
posed. 1756 Colmam & Thornton Connoisseur No. 103 
Tha t the oeconomy of the beaufait. . may not be disarranged. 

8. In wider sense : The organization, internal 
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constitution, apportionment of functions, of any 
complex unity, 
t a. of the Trinity. Obs. 

1592 tr. Junius on Rev, iv. 2 According to the oeconomie 
or dispensation thereof [of the divine essence]. 1660 Jer. 
Taylor Worthy Comnmti . i. § 3. 46 For now we are to con- 
sider how his natural body enters into this ceconomy and 
dispensation. 1720 Water land Eight Serm, 268 This 
Order and Oeconomy, observable in the Persons of the 
Sacred Trinity. 

b. of an individual body or mind. Sometimes 
concr. (like ‘system’) for the body as an organized 
whole. 

x66o Boyle New Exp. Pkys. Meek. (1682) 176 The whole 
Oeconomy of the body, a 1704 T. Brown Praise of Pov. 
Wks. 1730 I. 95 The whole oeconomy of their brain is cor- 
rupted. 2752 Hume Ess, Treat . (1777) h 192 With regard 
to the oeconomy of the mind, .all vice is indeed pernicious. 
2880 J. W. Legg Bile 193 An effort of the ceconomy to eject 
the poison. 

e. of the material creation or its subdivisions, 
as in phrases, animal , vegetable economy , economy 
of nature. 

1658 R. White tr. Digby's Po7vd. Syrup. (1660) 53 Within 
the course and ceconomy of nature. 1710 Shaftesb. Charac. 
n. § i. (1737) II, 1. 19 An Animal-Order or Oeconomy, 
according to which the Animal Affairs are regulated and 
dispos’d. 1794 Martyn Roicsseau’s Bot. Introa. 2 They., 
had no idea.. of the vegetable oeconomy. 1813 Sir H. 
Davy Agric. Chem. v. (1814) 209 Water is absolutely neces- 
sary to the economy of vegetation. 1825 Waterton Wand. 
S. Amer. n. ii. 174 We will retire to its forests to collect and 
examine the economy of its most rare and beautiful birds. 

d. of human society as a whole, or of any par- 
ticular community. 

1643 Sir T. Browne Re tig. Med. (1682) 16 Nor will [heads 
that are disposed unto schism] be ever confined unto the 
order or oeconomy of one body. 2651 Hobbes Govt, fy Soc. 
v. | 2. 75 In old time there was a manner of living, and as 
it were a certain ceconomy. .living by Rapine. 17x2 Spect. 
No. 404 F t la the Dispositions of Society, the civil 
(Economy is formed in a chain as well as the natural. 2823 
Dk. York Let. in Gurw. Disp. Wellington X. 4 Your , . at- 
tention must., be directed to. .the interior economy of the 
different corps. 1879 Cassell’s Techn. Educ. IV. 67/2 This 
real value in the economy of society is not disparaged. 

+ Econtrary, adv, Obs. rare— 1 , [f. L. e eon - 
trario in same sense.] Contrariwise, vice versfi. 

2522 Act 4 Hen. VIII, xix. § ix That no persone that ys 
rated for landes. .be sette or taxed for his goode and catelles 
moveables neythere econtrary. 

t EcO’nverse, adv. Obs . rare— 1 , [f. L, t con- 
verse of same meaning.] Conversely. 

2547 Boorde Brev. Health ccviii. 71 b, That reason may 
knowe the truth from the falshod and so econverse. 

|| Ecossaise. [F. Scossaise fem. adj, ‘Scotch’, 
Cf. Schottische.] (See quot.) 

2863 E. Pauer Programme 27 Apr., A lively dance tune 
in 2/4 time. In older music the Ecossaise was in 3/4 slow 
time, and was sometimes used for the Andante. 

Ecostate (fkp*st/t), a. [f. E- pref. 3 +L. costa 
rib + -ate.] (See quot.) 

1866 Treas. Bot. , Ecostate, not having a central or 
strongly-marked rib or costa. 

II Econte (ekut). Mil. \fi.koute (f. ecouter to 
listen) an excavation, in which a miner can listen 
for the working of the enemy’s miners.] (See quot.) 

1813 Hutton Phil. $ Math. Diet. I. 282 Catacoustics, .. 
are ecoutes or small galleries., in front of the glacis of a 
fortified place, all of which communicate with a gallery that 
is carried parallel to the covert- way. 

|| E*epJh.asis. [Gr. €K(f>a(ris declaration, £ stem 
either of kn<paivuv to show forth, or of intyavai to 
tell forth. Cf. Ecphrasis. (See quot.) 

1706 Phillips, Ecphasis (in Rhet.) a plain declaration or 
interpretation of a thing. 2773 in Ash ; and in mod. Diets. 

II Ecphonema (ekfonrma). Rhet. [Gr. h c<f>S- 
vrjfjia, f. €K<(> etW-eiv to cry out.] (See quot.) 

1736-2800 Bailey, Ecphonema , a rhetorical figure, a 
breaking out of the voice, with some inter] ectional particle. 
2775 in Ash ; and in mod. Diets. 

II Ecphoue'sis. Also 6 eephonisis. Rhet. 
[Gr. ite<f)ctnrr)<ns, f. as prec ] Exclamation, an ex- 
clamatory phrase. 

2589 Puttenham Eng. Poesie (Arb.) 221 Ecphonisis, the 
figure of exclamation . .it vtters our minde by all such words 
as do shew any extreme passion. 2642 John Eaton Honey- 
combe of free Justif. 318 The Ecphonesis or acclamation of 
Chrysostome upon this plea. 17x1 J. Greenwood Eng. 
Gram. 226 Ecphonesis, Admiration or Wonder and Exclam- 
ation . . is marked thus t !). 2723 in Kersey. 2721-2800 in 

Bailey. 2773 in Ash ; and in mod. Diets. 

II Ecphora (e*kfJra). Archit. [Gr. cfctyopa, f. 
bctpepcLv, f. U out + <ptptiv to bear.] (See quot.) 

27x3 Kersey, Ecphora, a jutting or bearing out in a 
building. 2736 in Bailey, *773 in Ash. 2842-76 Gwilt 
A rchit. Gloss, Ecphora , a word used by Vitruvius to 
signify the projecture of a member or moulding of a column. 

t Ecphractic, a. Med. Obs. [ad. late Gr. 
hctypaKTiKbs, f. k/uppaccruv to remove obstructions.] 
Adapted to clear away obstructions; aperient, 
deobstruent. Also as quasi - jA Hence t Bc- 
phractical a., of same meaning. 

2657 Tomlinson Renou's Disp. 30 Must be dissolved by 
a. , cutting Ecphracticke. Ibid. 224 Ecphractical, as it 
were purging, fractures. 1665 G. Harvey Advice agst. 
Plague 16 It is of great concernment . . to procure the bloud 
and spirits a free course. . by sutable purges and Ecphrac- 
tick Medicines. 1773 Ash, Ecphractic, attenuating, dis- 


solving tough humours. 1883 Syd. Soc, Lex., EcPhractic, 
aperient, also the same as deobstruent. 

|| Ecphrasis (e*kfrasis). [Gr. impacts, f. hc- 
<(>pa£eiv, f. etc out + <pp 6 ,(uv to speak.] (See quot.) 

1713 Kersey, Ecphrasis (in Rhet.) a plain declaration 
or interpretation of a thing. 2814 Edin. Rev, XXIV.. 65 
The same florid effeminacies of style . .in . . an ecphrasis of 
Libanius, are harmless. 

II Ecraseur (ricraz^r). Surg. [F. ecraseur 
crusher, f. ecraser to crush.] A blunt chain-saw, 
tightened by a screw or by a rack and pinion, for 
removing piles, polypi, etc. {Syd. Soc. Lex.) 

2839 Dubl. Hosfi. Gaz. 15 Jan., On the use of the Ecraseur 
in the operation for Anal Fistula. 

t Ecrhythmous (ekri-Jmas). [f. Gr. €fcpv$pos 
out of tune, f. 4 /c out + pvOpos rhythm ; see -ous.] 

[2723 Kersey, Ecrhythmns , a Pulse that observes no 
Method.] 2883 Syd. Soc. Lex., Ecrhythmous , old term 
applied by Galen to the pulse, and meaning irregular or un- 
rhythmical. 

|| .ECroialeSEent. [Fr.] The fall of a mass of 
rock, a building, etc. Used fig. \ also spec, in Geol. 

2820 H. Matthews Diary of an Invalid* (1835) 288 Na- 
poleon has so catamaranned the foundations, that more 
than one ecroulement has already taken place. 2839 Mur- 
chison Silurian System 1. xiii, 163 .The great ecroulement 
of rocks round Daren. Ibid. 1. xxxii. 435, I found the phe- 
nomena to be similar to many ecroulemens of Alpine tracts. 

|| Ecru (<?kr «), a. [F. ecru raw, unbleached ] 
The name of a colour ; the colour of unbleached 
linen. Also quasi- jA 

1869 Latest Hews 5 Sept. 7 White dcru or maize are the 
shades preferred. 2884 Pall Mall G. 24 Sept. 9/1 The brides- 
maids . . wore dresses of pink satin and ecru muslin. 

Eesta*siate, v . rare. [f. Ecstasy -i- -ate. Cf. 
F. extasier.J tram. = Ecstaoize, 

2823 New Month. Mag. VIII. 278 The singer .. may 
extasiate his audience. 

Ecstasied (e-kstasid), ppl. a. [f. Ecstasy v. 
+ -ED,] a. Exalted in contemplation, b. En- 
raptured. 

1649 Jer. Taylor Gt. Exemp. n. iv, Seraphims and the 
most ecstasied order of intelligence. 2662 K. W. Conf. 
Charac, (i860) To Rdr. 9 Those .. whose extasied souls 
ravished with joy of his condigne punishment, by excesse 
of exalted spirits did themselves injuries. 1787 tr. Klofi- 
stock’s Messiah hi, 223 Thus ecstasied, sang the youthful 
spirits of Heaven. 

|| Ecstasis (e*kstasis). Also 7 extasis. [mod. 
L., a. Gr. €K<rraais ; see Ecstasy.] 

= Ecstasy sb. 2, 3. 

1622 Burton Anat. Mel. n. v. 1. v. (2651) 392 Another . . 
like in effect to Opium, Which puts them . . into a kinde of 
Extasis. 2636 Ridgley Pract. Physick 209 Ecstasis is 
either true, as when the mind is drawn away to contemplate 
heavenly things, or etc. 2874 H. Reynolds John Bapt. iii. 
§ 3. 201 Vision, dream, trance, ecstasis, were common inci- 
dents in the history of the Hebrew prophets. 

Ecstasise (e-kstassiz), v . [f. Ecstas-y + -ize. 
Cf. Ecstacy v .] 

1. trans. To throw into an ecstasy or transport 
of rapturous feeling; to give pleasurable excite- 
ment to. Also refit. 

1835 New Month. Mag. XLV. 469 The auditors were 
delighted, enraptured, ecstacized. 2853 Miss Sheppard 
Ck. Auchester I. 54, I should have ecstasised myself ill. 
1879 G. Macdonald SirGihbie III. xvi. 251 Read passages 
from Byron. . ecstasizing the lawyer’s lady. 

2 . intr. To ‘ go into ecstasies’. 

2854 T. Gwynne Nanette (2864) 18 The merry old woman 
was ecstasizing over the size and beauty of the . . fish. 

Ecstasy (e'kstasi). Forms : 4-5 exstasie, 
-eye, 6-9 extasie, -y, ecstacy, ex stacy, -ie, 6-8 
exstasy, 6 extascie, 7 extase, ecs-, estasie, 8, 9 
ectasy, ecstasie, 7-9 extacy, 6- ecstasy. See also 
Ecstasis. [a. OF. extasie, (after words in ~sie, ad. 
L. -sia) f. med.L. extasis, a. Gr. itccr rains, f. hcara- 
stem of i£i<TT&vai to put out of place (in phrase 
hgtaravcu <ppw<bv ‘to drive a person out of his 
wits’), f. etc out + tcrravai to place. The mod. 
Eng. spelling shows direct recourse to Gr. The 
Fr. extase is ad. medX. or Gr. 

The classical senses of €Korra<m are ‘insanity’ and ‘be- 
wilderment ’ ; but in late Gr. the etymological meaning re- 
ceived another application, viz., ‘withdrawal of the soul 
from the body, mystic or prophetic trance’ ; hence in later 
medical writers the word is used for trance, etc., generally. 
Both the classical and post-classical senses came into the 
mod. langs., and in the present fig. uses they seem to be 
blended.] 

1 . The state of being ‘beside oneself’, thrown 
into a frenzy or a stupor, with anxiety, astonish- 
ment, fear, or passion. 

2382 Wyclif Acts iii. xo Thei weren fulfillid with won* 
dryng, and exstasie, that is, leesyng of mynde of resoun 
and lettyng of tunge. la 1400 Chester PI. 11. (2847) 113 
I knowe. . That you be in greate exstacye. 2392 Marlowe 
Jew Malta 1. ii. 217 Our words will but increase his 
ecstasy. 2605 Shaks. Macb. iii. ii. 19 To lye In restlesse 
extasie. 2634 Sir T. Herbert Tray. 201 With a great 
and sudden Army he entered. .In which extasie the English 
Factours fled to Bantam. 1834 Disraeli Rev. Epick 1. ii. 
The crouching beasts Cling to the earth in pallid ecstasy. 

2 . Pathol, f a. By early writers applied vaguely, 
or with conflicting attempts at precise definition, 
to all morbid states characterized by unconscious- 
ness, as swoon, trance, catalepsy, etc. 


2398 Marston Pygntal. v. 124 Beames . . shoote from out 
the fairenes of her eye : At which he stands as in an extasie 
2600 Holland Livy xliiii. xv. 170 The principall person of 
the embassage . . fell downe flat before them in a swoune 
and extasie. 2604 Shaks. Oth. iv. i. 80, I .. layd good 
scuses vpon your extasie [Stage direction to tine 40 : Falls 
into a trance]. 2647 Clarendon Hist. Reb. m. (1702) 1 . 160 
The Ministers of the State, .like men in an Extasy. .had no 
Speech or Motion. 

b. In modern scientific use, (See quot.) 

1866 A. Flint Princ. Med. (1880) 840 Ecstasy. In this 
condition, the mind, absorbed in a dominant idea, becomes 
insensible to surrounding objects. 2882 Quain Diet. Med. 
s. v. The term ecstasy has been applied to certain morbid 
states of the nervous system, in which the attention is oc- 
cupied exclusively by one idea, and the cerebral control is 
in part withdrawn from the lower cerebral and certain reflex 
functions. These latter centres may be in a condition of 
inertia, or of insubordinate activity, presenting various dis- 
ordered phenomena, for the most part motor. 

8. a. Used by mystical writers as the technical 
name for the state of rapture in which the body 
was supposed to become incapable of sensation, 
while the soul was engaged in the contemplation 
of divine things. Now only Mist, or allusive. 

a 2652 J. Smith Set. Disc. iv. 107 In such sober kind 
of ecstacies did Plotinus find his own soul separated from 
his body. 1636 H. More Antid. Ath. m. ix. (17x2) 271 
The Emigration of humane Souls from the bodie by Ec- 
stasy. 1690 Locke Hum. Und. 11. xix. (1695) iig Whether 
that which we call Extasie, be not dreaming with the 
Eyes open, I leave to be examined. 1696 Aubrey Misc . 
{1721) 181/2 Things seen in an Extacy are more certain 
than those we behold in dreams. 1842 Emerson Transcend. 
Wks. 187511.282 He [the Transcendentalist] believes in 
inspiration and in ecstasy. 1836 R. V aughan Mystics • i860) 
I. iii. ii. 65 Ecstasy . . is the liberation of your mind from 
its finite consciousness. 1879 Lei-evre Philos, i. 29 The 
Chaldmans and the Semites let loose on the West these 
wanton rites, the intoxication of the senses, and by a natural 
transposition, mystic ecstasy. 

b. The state of trance supposed to be a con- 
comitant of prophetic inspiration ; hence, Poetic 
frenzy or rapture. Now with some notion of 4. 

2670 Milton Hist. Eng. u. Wks. (1851) 59 Certaine 
women in a kind of ecstasie foretold of calamities to come. 
2682 Burnet Rights Princes iv. 125 Eucherius, Bishop of 
Orleans ..being in an Extasy, saw him in Hell. 2751 Gray 
Elegy xii, Hands . . waked to ecstasy the living lyre. 1755 
— Progr. Poesy (R.), He that rode sublime Upon the 
seraph wings of ecstacy. 18x3 Scott Trierm. m. xxxv, 
He leant upon a harp, in mood Of minstrel ecstasy. 

4 . An exalted state of feeling which engrosses 
the mind to the exclusion of thought ; rapture, 
transport. Now chiefly, Intense or rapturous de- 
light : the expressions ecstasy of woe, sorrow , de- 
spair, etc., still occur, but are usually felt as 
transferred. Phrase, To be in, dissolve (trans. 
and intr.), be thrown into ecstasies, etc. 

1526 Pilgr. Perf. (W. de W. 1531) 162 After they come 
downe agayn to themselfe from suche excessyue eleuacyon 
or extasy. 1583 Stubbes Anat. Abus. (18771 Ep. Bed. 6 
In extasie of despaire. 1602 Weever Mirr. Mart. Dzvb, 
In a sorrow-sighing extasie, Henry tooke leaue. 2620 
Melton Astro log. 4 This extasie of my admiration was 
broken off by the occasion of a noyse. 1633 Milton II 
Penser. 165 As may with sweetness, through mine ear, Dis- 
solve me into ecstasies, a 1704 T. Brown Pleas. Love Wks. 
1730 1 . 112 Inexstasies I wou’d dissolving lie. 2723 De Foe 
Col. Jack (JS40) 26 Boyish tricks that I played in the ecstacy 
of my joy. 2820 Scott Monast. v, The ecstasy of the monk’s 
terror. 2832 Macaulay Moore's Byron, Ess. (1854) I. 165 
What somebody calls the ‘ecstasy of woe’. 2848 — Hist. 
Eng. I. 627 The crowd was wrought up to such an ecstasy 
of rage that, etc. 1866 Geo. Eliot F. Holt (1868) 19 There 
had been no ecstasy, no gladness even. 2879 M. Arnold 
Fr. Critic on Milton Ess. 242 When he hears it he is in 
ecstasies. 

b. An outburst, a tumultuous utterance (of 
feeling, etc.). Obs. 

1695 Ld. Preston Boeik. t. 32 The Fury and Extasxes 
of a giddy and passionate Multitude. 2725 Pope Odyss. 
iv. 1013 Shrill extasies of joy declare The fav’ring goddess 
present to the pray’r. 

5 . Comb. 

1850 Mrs. Browning Poems II. 169 A poet ! know him 
by The ecstasy-dilated eye. 

E cstasy, v. [f. the sb. Cf. Ecstasize v.j 
f 1 . trans. To throw into a state of frenzy or 
stupor. Only in pass. Obs. 

1627 Feltham Resolves 11. i. (Wks. (1677) 159 They us’d to 
be so extasi’d. .as. .to tear their garments. 2646 G. Daniel 
Poems Wks. (1878) I. 12 My Blood was Corral, and my 
Breath was Ice, Extasied from all Sence, to thinke, etc. 
2670 Conclave wherein Clem. VIII elected Pope 2 They 
were extasied with distractions. 

+2. intr. To behave as in an ecstasy. Obs. 

*636 W. Denny in Ann. Dubrensia (1877) 15 With seem- 
ing seeing, yet not seeing eyes, .he extasies. 

3 . tram. To raise to a high state of feeling ; to 
fill with transport ; now espp. to delight intensely, 
enrapture. Chiefly in pass. ; see Ecstasied. 

1624 Heywood Captives v. i. in Bullen O. PI. IV, Thou 
with these woords hast extasyde my sowle. 2632 — BairM. 
of West 1. 11. i. Wks. 1874 II. 281, I cannot but wonder why 
any fortune should make a man ecstasied. 1660 Character 
Italy 89 She would extasy aforeiner with the sight of tier 
stately fabricks. 1864 Neale Seaton. Poems 251 Breathless 
with haste and ecstasied with joy. 287$ T. "B.xs.mM adding 
Crowd II. xx. 232 The crowd was again ecstasied. . 

Ecstatic (ekstsetik), a . and sb. [ad. Gr, ( K - 
x <rraTitc 6 s } f. stem htcara-. See Ecstasy sb. and -ic.j 
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A. adj. 

1 . Of the nature of trance, catalepsy, mystical 
absorption, stupor, or frenzy (see Ecstasy sb. i, 2 , 

3 ) ; accompanied by or producing these conditions. 
Of persons : Subject to experiences of this kind. 

c 1630 Milton Passim 42 There doth ray soul, .sit In pen- 
sive trance . . and ecstatic fit. 1697 O Leslie Snake in Grass 
(ed. 2) 286 The Quakers . . during these Extatick years .. 
were not in a Solid Condition. 1718 Pope Eloisa, 339 In 
trance extatic may thy pangs be drowned. 1814 Scott 
Ld. of Isles n. xxx. Convulsions of extatic trance. 2821: 
Joanna Baillie Metr. Leg., Colum. xxvii. 27 The banded 
Priest's ecstatic art. 1856 R. Vaughan Mystics (i860) I. 

62 In the ecstatic state, individuality, memory, time, space 
..all vanish. 

2. Of the nature of ecstasy or exalted feeling; 
characterized by, or producing intense emotion (now 
chiefly pleasurable emotion). Of persons : Subject 
to rapturous emotion. (See Ecstasy sb. 4 . ) 

1664 H. More Apology 503 Carried quite away in an 
Ecstatick fit of Love and Joy and transporting Admiration. 
1749 Fielding Tom Jones xvm. xi, Mrs. Miller .. burst 
forth into the most ecstatic thanksgivings to Heaven. 1762 
Falconer Shipnvr. 1. 260 He quivers in extatic pain. 18x3 
H. & J. Smith Horace in Lona. 42 Thy Newgate thefts im- 
part ecstatic pleasure. 1870 Disraeli Lothair vii. 24 She 
had thrown herself in ecstatic idolatry at the feet of the 
hero of Caprera. 1878 Tait & Stewart Unseen Unto . . i. 

§ 27. 45 Minds of a visionary and ecstatic nature. 

3 . absol. quasW£. rare . 

1748 Richardson Clarissa (i8xx) III. 25 The man indeed 
at times is all upon the ecstatic. 

B. sb. 1. One who is subject to fits of ecstasy 
(see Ecstasy sb. 2 , 3 ). 

1659 Gauden Tears of Ch . 201 (D.) Old Hereticks and 
idle Ecstaticks. 1879 Baring-Gould Germany II. 190 A 
swarm of . . ecstatics . . spread over the country. x8 . . 
Proctor in Cycl. Sc. I. 433 The childhood and youth of 
an ecstatic. 

2. pi. Sarcastically used for: Utterances in a 
state of ecstasy or transport ; transports. 

18x9 Byron Juan in. xi, Dante's more abstruse ecstatics 
Meant to personify the mathematics. 1865 Sat. Rev. 1 1 Nov. ! 
6 t 6 Ecstatics again, might be spared. 

|| Ecsta*tica„ [mod.L.,f. asprec.] (See quot.) | 
1879 Carpenter Ment Phys. ir. xix. 689 * Ecstaticas/J. e. 
females of strongly Emotional temperament, who fell into 
a state of profound Reverie. 1883 Salmon in Contemp. Rev . 
Oct. 521 Abbe Clocquet was able to consult an ecstatica of 
his acquaintance. 

Ecstaidcal, a. arch. [f. Ecstatic + -al.] * 
Ecstatic. 

x6oo O. E. Re pi. Libel i. ii. 43 Let this lunaticall or ex- 
taticall frier, .forbeare to bragge. 16x3 Purchas Pilgr. hi. 
xv. 320 At the solemne Feasts of Bellona those sacred ser- 
uants wounded each other in an extaticall furie. 16x2-5 
Bp. Hall Contempt. N. T. iv. xii. (1796) III. 297 This was 
not Abraham’s or Elihu's extatical sleep, a 1656 Bp. Hall 
in Spurgeon Treas. Dav. Ps. cxliv. 3 David’s rapture, ex- 
pressed in an ecstatical question of sudden wonder, a 1678 
Woodhead Holy Living (1881) 186 Graces, .which some 
saints of God enjoy in extatical. . raptures. 1678 Norris 
Coll. Misc. (1699) 239 Extatical love .. continually carries 
me out to Good without myself. 1682 News fr. France 5 
If he thinks what he sayes will be reported in the Kings 
hearing . . he grows almost Ecstatical. 

Hence Ecstatically adv., in an ecstatic manner ; 
in a state of ecstasy. Also t Eosta-ticalness, 
ecstatic condition. 

1664 H. More Synopsis Proph. 293 Spoken rapturously 
and ecstatically. 1667 — Dip, Dial. ii. § 14 (1713' 131 
Madness is nothing else but an Ecstaticalness of the Soul. 
1809 W. Irving Knickerb. (1861) 63 The Dutch discoverers 
..made certain of the natives most ecstatically drunk. 
X824-9 Landor I mag. Conv. (1846) II. 6, I would, .extati- 
cally shed the last drop of my blood for His Holiness. 
*885 Spectator 8 Aug. 1047 Blackwood .. rejoices ecstati- 
cally .. . over the downfall of the Gladstone Government, 
t Fkestatize, v . Obs. rare. [f. Ecstat-ic -h -ize.] 
brans. To throw into an ecstasy, ecstasize, 

1654 Gayton Fest. Notes iv. viii. 222 He stood extatiz’d 
at that Picture. 

|| ZSctasia (ekt^i*zia). Pathol. [mod.L., as if 
a. Gr. *kfcTa(ria ) f. as next, on the analogy of avai- 
oQrjcria, etc.] A dilatation. A synonym of 
Aneurism. (Syd. Soc. Lex.) 

1876 tr. Wagner's Gen. Pathol. 599 Bronchial ectasias 
with intact or ulcerated mucous membrane. 

II E*ctasis. [mod.L., a. Gr, enraais, f. Itcreivetv, 
f. i/c out + r eiveiv to stretch.] 

1. (See quot.) 

1706 Phillips, Ectasis , Extension or Stretching out. In 
Grammar a Figure whereby a short Syllable is extended 
or made long. 17x5 in Kersey. X72X-1800 in Bailey ; and 
in mod. Diets. 

2. Pathol. Any morhid condition characterized 
by a state of dilatation. (Syd. Soc . Lex.) 

Ectenic (ekte-nik), a. [f. Gr. berev-rjs strained, 
f. kKTuvuv to stretch out + -ic.] Epithet applied 
to the phenomena, otherwise called ‘mesmeric’ 
or hypnotic, considered as produced by a state of 
strained attention. 

1882 Ch. Times 17 Feb. 104 Manifestations .. psychic, 
biological, odylic, ectenic. 

Ecteron, -onic, bad forms of Ecderon, -onic. 

1873 Mivart Elem. Anat. vii. 237 The common term 
Ecteron is applied to both structures. x88x — Cat 27 
The teeth, .in part are ecteronic. 


Ectethmoid {ekte*junoid), a. [f. Eero- + Eth- 
moid.] * A term for the prefrontal of the fish, or 
of the lateral ethmoidal mass, with upper and 
middle turbinals in man 7 (Syd. Soc. Lex.). 

388s Parker in Trans. Linn. Soc. II. in. 171 This is the 
prefrontal or ectethmoid [bone], 

II Ecthlipsis (ekj?li*psis). Prosody. [mod.L., a. 
Gr. €K$\ npis, f. €/cOXt@€tv, {. be out + 0A i&SLV to rub, 
squeeze.] (See quot. 1880.) 

*<>57 J* Smith Myst. Rhet . 175 Ecthlipsis . . a striking 
out. It is a figure of Prosodia, especially when (M) with 
his vowel is taken away, the next word beginning with a 
vowel. 1678 in Phillips. 27x5 in Kersey. x88o Roby 
School Lat. Gr. § 941 Ecthlipsis , crushing out, in verse, of 
a syllable ending in m before an ensuing vowel. 

II Ecthyma (ekJ>oi*ma). Pathol. [mod.L., a. 
Gr. €fc 9 vfm , f. €K 0 veiv * to break out as beat or 
humours’ (Liddell & Scott). ‘ By some it is looked 
upon as the same as Impetigo ’ (Syd. Soc , Lex.). 

1834 M. Good Study of Med. (ed. 4) IV. 497 In Ecthyma 
the pustules are seldom numerous. 

Hence EctSxymatous a. 

x86x Bumstead Ven. Dis. (1879) 359 The ecthymatous 
form is nothing more than a chancroid. 

Ecto- (e*kt*>), repr. Gr. l/cro, -stem of !«r< 5 s adv., 
outside ; employed as comb, form in many com- 
pounds of mod. formation, as Ecto-blast [Gr. 
fikatiros sprout], see quot. E:cto-oalcaneal a., 
see quot. and Calcaneal. Ecto-co'ndyloid [Gr. 
k 6 v 8 v\o$ knuckle + -oid], see quot. Escto-cumei- 
form a ., see quot. and Cuneiform. E’ctocyst 
[Gr. fcvcrr-is bag], see quot. and Cyst. Ecto- 
derm [Gr. bkpjxa skin], the outer layer of the 
blastoderm, also called epiblast\ also, a term ap- 
plied to the outer layer of the body of the Coelente- 
rata; hence Ectode rmal a ., Ectode rmic a. 
Exto-metatarse [mod.L. metatarsus the bones 
between the tarsus and the toes], see quot. for 
Ecto-calcaneal. Exto-parasite, see quot. 1861 ; 
hence E^cto-parasrtic a. E'ctoplasm [Gr. 
irkacrfia something moulded or formed], see quot ; 
hence Ectopla smic a. Ecto-pro-ctons a. [Gr. 
irpojKrbs anus, rump], belonging to the Ectoprocta , 
an order of Polyzoa having the anus outside the 
mouth-tentacles. Ecto-pte rygroid a. [see Ptery- 
goid], see quot. Ecto-sarc. Zool. [Gr. a d/>£, 
aapK- 6 s flesh], the outer transparent sarcode-layer 
of certain rhizopods, such as the Amoeba. Ecto- 
stosis [on the analogy of Gr. s£ 6 <ttco(Xi$, f. oarkov 
bone], an external growth of bone. Ectozo-oa. 
(//. -a) [Gr. CcDov animal], see quot. 

1864 Webster, *Ecto-6last, the Membrane composing the 
walls of a cell. 1854 Owen in Circ. Sc. (c. 1865) II. 74/2 
There are three calcaneal processes . . the third, called 
** ectocalcaneal from behind the ectocondyloid cavity and 
the ectometatarse. Ibid. 74/1 The ectocondyloid ' surface. 
Ibid. 68/2 A smaller ossicle, .is the ectocuneiform ’. 1873 
Mivart Elem. Anat. v. 208 The ecto - cuneiform may 
enormously preponderate over the other cuneiforms as in 
the Horse. 1880 A thenseum 23 Oct. 536/1 Each individual 
of a colony of Polyzoa is encased in a cell known as the 
*ectocyst. x86x J. R. Greene Man. Anim. Kingd., Ccelent. 
11 The ^ectoderm growing from within outwards. 1879 tr. 
Haeckels Evol. Man I, ill. 67 The upper germ-layer, from 
which the outer skin and the flesh proceed, Huxley named 
Ecto-derm, or Outer layer. 1877 Huxley Anat. Inv. An. 
i. 55 The ^ectodermal cells constitute the epidermis (eederon). 
1877 Foster Text-bk. Physiol. iii. 74 The junction of the 
*ectodermic muscular process [in Hydra] with the body 
of its cell. x86x Hulme tr. Moquin- Tandon u. vi. 291 
Those Parasites which derive their nourishment from the 
skin . . have . . been named . . ^Ectoparasites. 1877 Huxley 
Anat . Inv . An. iv. 192 Balatro [is] an ectoparasite, upon 
oligochaetous Annelids. 1870 Rolleston Anbn. Life 
Introd.42The Myxinoids. .are. .*ecto-parasitic. 1883 T. E. 
Ady in Knowl. 15 June 335/2 X13 [Amoeba's] jelly-like body 
becomes faintly parcelled out into an outer firm (^ectoplasm) 
and an inner soft (endoplasm) layer. x88a Vines Sachs ' Bot. 
583 Two cells . . separated . . by an ^ectoplasmic layer . . of 
protoplasm. 1877 Huxley Anat. Inv. An. viii. 460 The 
characteristic polypide of the *ectoproctous Polyzoa is a 
structure developed from the cystid. 1872 Mivart Elem. 
Anal. 131 The bony palate may be enriched by the addition 
.. of two extra bones, the *ecto-pterygoid and the ento- 
pterygoid. X877 Huxley Anat. Inv. An. n. 94 Beneath 
this lies a thick cortical layer (*ectosarc) distinguished by its 
clearness and firmness from the semifluid central substance 
(endosarc). x86o Mayne Exp. Lex., *Ectozoon, a general 
term for those parasitic insects . . that infest the surface, or 
external part of the body, in distinction from the Entozoa. 

|| KctO'pia. Pathol. [mod.L. ectopia , f. Gr. 
efCToir-os, adj. f. l/r out + ro7r-oy place.] * Displace- 
ment ; anomaly of situation or relation’ (Syd. Soc. 
Lex.). 1847 in Craig ; and in mod. Diets. 

|[ Ectro'pion, -um. Pathol. [mod.L. ectro- 
pium, Gr. efcrpbmov , f. k/e out + rpcTtciv to turn.] 
‘An outward bending; especially applied to the 
condition in which the eyelid folds on itself, so 
that the conjunctival surface becomes external; 
eversion of the eyelid ’ (Syd. Soc. Lex.). 

1685 Cooke Marrow of Chirurg : (ed. 4) 11. § Hi. 154 Ec- 
tropion is when the lower eyelid is fallen down. 1736 in 
Bailey. 1751 in Chambers Cycl. 1875 H. Walton Dis. Eye 
697 Ectropium is common in the under, and very uncommon 
in the upper eyelid. 1878 T. Bryant Pract. Surg. I. 345 
Ectropion signifies an everted condition of the lid. 


Ectrotic (ektrp*tik), a. Med. [ad, Gr. herpeoruebs 
pertaining to abortion, €ktit pwctcsiv to miscarry.] 
t Term formerly applied to medicines and agents 
which cause abortion of the foetus. Also applied 
to medicines or modes of treatment which tend 
to produce the abortion or sudden cutting short 
of a disease’ (Syd. Soc. Lex.). 

x866 A. Flint Princ. Med. (1880) 1039 The local treatment 
[in small pox] embraces measures to render the eruption 
abortive on the face, or to prevent the disfiguration caused 
by pitting. The treatment for this end is called ectrotic. 

Ectylotic (ektil^'tik), a. and sb. Med. [ad. 
Gr. kKTvXajTtfcbs, f. €ktvX 6 -eiv, recorded in sense of 
‘ swell out into a callus’, but here taken as mean- 
ing *to remove warts’, f. kte out + tvXos wart.] 
(See quots.) 

1736 Bailey, Ectyloticks , remedies proper to consume and 
eat off callus's, warts and other excrescences found on the 
flesh. 1753 Chambers Cycl. Supp. 1847 Craig Ectylotic f 
having a tendency to remove callosities or indurations of 
the skin. 1864 in Webster. 

Ectypal (e*ktipal\ a. [f. next + -al.] Of or 
pertaining to an ectype ; of the nature of an ectype 
or copy ; opposed to archetypal. 

1642 R. C. Union of Christ fy Ch. 3 Materiall things are 
but Ectypall Resemblances and Imitations of spiritual! 
things, a 17x1 Ken Hymnoth. Wks. 1721 III. 232 Ectypal 
Salem here is in their Eye, The Model of Archetypal on 
high. 1845 Corrie Theol. in Encycl. Metrop. 857/1 A common 
division [of^ Theology ]. .used to be. .1, Archetypal Theology, 

. .2, Ectypal,. .derived from the former. 

Ectype (e’ktsip). [ad. Gr. e/crvirov , neut. of 
hervnos worked in relief, f. out + twos figure.] 

J* 1. An impression (in wax, clay, etc.) of a seal 
or medal. ? Obs. in lit. sense. 

3662 Phillips Pref., Ectype , a thing taken out of another 
Copy. 2697 Evelyn Numism. v. 196 Sent the Ectype of 
a Medal to Sir Robt. Cotton. 1751 m Chambers Cycl 
b. fig. A copy, reproduction ; esp. as opposed 
to archetype or prototype. 

1646 J. Hall Poems 1. 48 Thine own ectype Brownrigge. 
1692 Beverley Disc. Dr. Crisp 10 It is an Ectype or 
Exemplification of the Everlasting Covenant. 1690 Locke 
Hum. Und. n. xxxi. (1695) 212 The Complex Ideas of Sub- 
stances are Ectypes, Copies too ; but not perfect ones. 1722 
Wollaston Relig Nat. iii. 53 The true ectypes of their 
originals. 1846 Sir W. Hamilton in Reid’s Wks. 771 To 
subordinate . . the prototype to the ectype. 

2. Archil . An object in relievo or embossed. 

1876 Gwilt A rckit. Gloss. 

Ectypography (ektip^*grafi). [f. Gr. herwo-s 
(see Ectype) + -ypa<pia a writing.] (See quot.) 

1870 Fairholt Diet. Terms Art s.v., A mode of etching 
by which the lines are raised on the plate instead of sunk 
in. Ibid. 179 [In ectypography] the lights are etched-in 
and the lines of the design left standing in relief, similar to 
the letters of type-founders. 

|| ECU (eku). [Fr. : originally * shield ’ L. scu- 
tum ; according to Littre so called because it bore 
on one face 3 fleurs-de-lis, like a heraldic shield.] 

A French silver coin ; commonly regarded as 
equivalent to the English ‘ crown ’. Now used in 
France as a name for the five-franc piece. 

The relation of the icu to the Hare , and its actual value, 
varied greatly at different periods. There was also a gold 
dcu, similarly variable in nominal and actual value. 

1704 Royal Proclam. 18 June in Land. Gaz . No. 4029/1 
Ecu’s of France, or Silver Lewis.. Four Shillings and Six 
Pence. 1875 Jevons Money xii. 145 The coinage of ecus .. 
had been left unrestricted. 

t Eculee. Obs. rare-* 1 . [OF. eculee % ad. L. 
equuleus rack, dim. of equus horse.] (See quot) 
1483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 152/1 An instrument named eculee 
of which two endes stonde on the ground and ii upward, 
lyke Saynt Andrews crosse. 

Eeumenacy, -ic, -ical, -icity : see CEcumen-, 
Eczema ( e'kzfma). Pathol. [Gr. l/tfe/ta, f. 
€K^k-€iv, f. Ik out + ££-€iv to boil.] ‘ An acute, or 
chronic, non-contagious, simple inflammation of 
the skin, characterized by the presence of itching 
papules and vesicles which discharge a serous fluid, 
or dry up’ (Syd. Soc. Lex.). There are many kinds 
of eczema ; a form occurring in cattle (E. epizooti - 
cum), is known as ‘ the foot and mouth disease *. 

1753 Chambers Cycl. Supp., Eczema, a name given by the 
antient physicians, to any fiery pustule on the skin. 1884 
St. James’s Gaz. 24 Apr. 5 Animals . . may communicate 
disease .. though . .not suffering from . . eczema themselves. 
Hence Hcze matous a., Ecze matously adv. 

1869 Pall Mall G. 19 Oct. 4 A family drank the milk 
[from a cow having the foot and mouth disease] undiluted, 
and are now suffering from an eczematous condition of the 
lips, tongue, and palate. 1876 Duhring Dis. Skin 165 The 
eczematously diseased tissues. 

tEd, a. Obs. rare. Only in superl . edist or 
eddist. [Of uncertain origin ; it has been Identi- 
fied with the OE. tad happy (cf. Eadi, Eadness), 
but the latter appears to be a spurious word 
evolved from corrupt readings. Perh. edflHst may 
be a scribal error for oddist , which occurs elsewhere 
in the poem.] ? Distinguished in war. 

C1400 Destr. Troy 5324 Ercules, }?at honerable, edist of 
my knightes. Ibid. 5950 Ector, .eddist of knightes. 

t Ed-, prefix, OE. ed-** OHG. it (a, id - (MGH. 
ite- 3 it-, mod.G. dial. //-), ON. id-, Goth, id-, 
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again, backwards ( = L. re-'). Frequent in OE. ; 
a few examples survived into ME.;., see Edbote, 
Edgrow, Edhalde. 

; -ed f suffix 1, the formative of the pa. pple. of 
wk. vbs., had in OE. the forms -ed, -ad, -od ( -ud ), 
where the vowel represents (though not with uni- 
form consistency) the thematic suffix characteristic 
•of the class to which the vb. belongs ; the ppl. 
suffix proper being -d OTeut. -do- O Aryan 46 - ; 
cf. Gr. vbl. adjs. in - 70s , and L. pples, in -tus. In 
some OE., vbs. the suffix is added immediately to 
the root-syllable, and therefore appears without 
preceding vowel as -d, or after a voiceless cons, 
as -/; e.g. in seald Sold, f. spllan to Sell, boht 
Bought, f. bycgan to But. In ME. the several 
vowelled forms of the suffix (where they were not 
contracted) were levelled to -ed (-id, -yd), and 
this -ed is in most cases still retained in writing, 
although the pronunc. is now normally vowelless 
(d), or after voiceless cons, (t), as in robed (r£ubd), 
hoped (htJopt). The full pronunc. (ed) regularly 
occurs in ordinary speech only in the endings 
-ted, -ded; but it is frequently required by the 
metre of verse, and is still often used in the public 
reading of the Bible and the Liturgy. A few 
•words, such as blessed, cursed, beloved, which are 
familiar chiefly in religious use, have escaped the 
general tendency to contraction when used as 
adjs.; and the adjectival use of learned is dis- 
tinguished by its pronunc. (brined) from its use 
as simple pple. (lsmd). From 16th to 18th c. the 
suffix, when following a voiceless cons, (preceded 
by a cons, or a short vowel), was often written -t, 
in accordance with the pronunc., as in jumpt, 
whipt, stept. This is still practised by some 
writers, but is not now in general use. Where, 
however, a long vowel in the vb.-stem is shortened 
in the pple., as in crept, slept , the spelling with -t 
is universal. Some pples. have a twofold spell- 
ing, according as the vowel is shortened or not in 
pronunc. ; e.g. leapt (lept), and leaped (lzpt). 

In several other classes of instances the -ed of early ME. 
has undergone subsequent contraction (in the inflected 
forms, however, this process had already begun in OE.) : 
e.g. the endings -ded, -ted became -d{d, -t(t, as in bled{d, 
tnod. bled, for OE. blided (see Bleed v.\ set{t, mod. set, for 
OE. s^ted (see Set ®.) ; after l, n. r, the ending -ded has 
often become as in gilt , sent, girt ; and in certain cases 
l, m, n at the end of a verb-stem cause the suffix -ed to. be- 
come -t, as in spilt, unkempt, burnt . These contractions 
occur only in the older words of the language, and many 
of the words in which they are found have parallel forms 
without contraction, in most cases with some difference of 
meaning or use. The Sc. form of -ed is -it, with which cf. 
such early ME. forms as i-nempnet named, i-cmnet crowned, 
though these belong chiefly to extreme southern dialects. 

2. The suffix was (chiefly in 15th, 16th, and 
17th c.) added to adapted fonns of L. pples., 
the intention being to assimilate these words in 
form to the native words which they resembled in 
function ; e.g. acquisited, situated, versed {sine). 
Similarly, the ppl. adjs. in -ate, ad. L. -atus, com- 
mon in mod. scientific nomenclature, have usually 
parallel forms in -died, without difference in mean- 
ing; e.g. bipinnate{d\ dentate {d). 

3. It is possible that some of the adjs. formed 
by the addition of -ed to sbs. may be examples of 
this suffix rather than of -ed 2 . The apparent in- 
stances of this which can be traced back to OE., 
however, are found to belong to the latter. 

-ed, suffix^, OE.- edey* OS. -Mi (pot represented 
elsewhere in Teut., though ON. bad adjs. simi- 
larly f. sbs., with ppl. form and i- umlaut, as 
eygir eyed, hynrdr homed) OTeut. type -ddjo-, is 
appended to sbs. in order to form adjs. connoting 
the possession or the presence of the attribute or 
thing expressed by the sb. The function of the 
suffix is thus identical with that of the Lat. ppl. 
suffix -tus as used in caudatus tailed, aurTtus 
eared, etc. ; and it is possible that the Teut. -dctjo- 
may originally have been f. -dUo- (see -ed 1 ), the 
suffix of pa. pples. of vbs. in - 6 jan formed upon 
sbs. In mod.Eng., and even in ME., the form affords 
no means of distinguishing between the genuine 
examples of this suffix and those ppl. adjs. in -ed 1 
which are ultimately f. sbs. through unrecorded 
vbs. Examples that have come down from OE. 
are ringed OE. hringede , hooked:— OE. h 6 cede, 
etc. The suffix is now added without restriction 
to any sb. from which it is desired to form an adj. 
with the sense ‘possessing, provided with, char- 
acterized by’ (something); e.g. in toothed, booted, 
wooded, moneyed, cultured, diseased, jaundiced, 
etc., and in parasynthetic derivatives, as dark- 
eyed, seven-hilled, leather-aproned, etc. In bigoted, 
crabbed, dogged, the suffix has a vaguer meaning. 


(Groundless objections have been made to the use 
of such words by writers ignorant of the history 
of the language : see quot.) In pronunciation 
this suffix follows the same rules as -ed k 

1779 Johnson Gray Wks. IV. 302 There has ofiate arisen 
a practice of giving to adjectives derived from substantives, 
the termination of participles : such as the * cultured' plain 
. . but I was son y to see in the lines of a scholar like Gray, 
the ‘ honied ’ spring. 1832 Coleridge Table r T. ( 1836)171, 
I regret to see that vile and barbarous vocable talented.. 
The formation of a participle passive from a noun is a licence 
that nothing but a very peculiar felicity can excuse. 

Edacious a. [f. L. eddei- (nom. edax), 

f. edere to eat + -OUS.] 

1 . Of or relating to eating ; devoted to eating, 
voracious. Now chiefly humorous. 

1829 b Taylor Entkus . viii. 199 Our . . high-toned irrita- 
bility, edacious appetites, and pampered constitutions. 1865 
Carlyle Fredk. Gt. III. ix. viii. 135 Who _ shall judge 
him? — transcendent King of edacious Flunkies. 1866 R. 
Chambers Ess . Ser. u. 182 His edacious peculiarities — 
whether, .he was. .most partial to lamb or turkey. 

b. fig. Greedy, eager. 

1865 Carlyle Fredk. Gt. V. xm. v. 62 These words Hynd- 
ford listened to with an edacious solid countenance. 1866 
— Rewin. (1881) I. 259 A hardy little figure, of edacious 
energetic physiognomy, 

2 . Said of time. (After L. tempus edax rerum.) 

1819 H. Busk Banquet 1, 372 Edacious Time has all his 

works consumed. 1862 Lowell Biglow P. Ser. 11. 31 Con- 
cord Bridge had long since yielded to the edacious tooth 
of Time. 2865 Pall Mall G. 8 Apr. 4 Edacious Time too 
visibly devours her last charm. 

Edacity (#tee*siti). [f. as pirec. + -ty.] 

1 . The quality of being edacious ; capacity for 
eating ; good appetite. Now chiefly humorous. 

2626 Bacon Sylva. § 972 The Wolf is a Beast of great 
Edacitie and Disgestion. 2633 P. Fletcher Purple I si. n. 
xxxix, If those pipes windings ... Should not refrain too 
much edacitie. 2684 tr. Bonet's Merc. Con/pit . xvin. 613 
Edacity in the Small Pox is usually an ill Sign. 1823 New 
Month. Mag. VII. 335 He has vivacity, edacity, and bi- 
bacity. 1854 Badham Halieut. 516 Ulysses' edacity is com- 
petently attested in the Odyssey. 

f 2 . Corrosive quality, destructive power, Obs. 

2657 Tomlinson Renou's Disp. 146 Lest_ the noxious 
quality of the air or edacity of heat spoyl their qualities. 

t Eda'd, int. Obs . [Cf. Adad, Adod, Edod, 

Egad, Ecod.] 

2720 Brit. Apollo III. 28 xJiAdd and edad is only a 
mincing of by G—d. 

Edaphodont (e’dafafynt), a. Palseont. [ad. 
mod.L. edaphodus {-odont-), f. Gr. Ua<po$ floor + 
odour, dSlvT-or tooth ; the name was given by Buck- 
land on account of the shape of the teeth.] 

A fish of the fossil genus Edaphodus , remains 
of which are found in deposits ranging from the 
Cretaceous to the Eocene. 

2854 Owen in Circ.Sc. (c 1865) II. 97/1 The cylindrical 
dental masses of the. .edaphodont fishes. 

t E'&bote. Obs. rare. [f. Ed- + Boot sbF] 
Restitution, amends, satisfaction. 

ct$T$ Shoreham 31 Penaunce heth maneres thre, Thor} 
sor3e, schryfte, and edbote. Ibid. 36 Wanne man hys re- 
pentaunt i-schrive, He schold don edbote. 

II Edda (e’da). [ON. ; usually identified with 
Edda the name of the great-grandmother in the 
ON. poem £ Rigs J>ul * (see Vigf. and Powell Corpus 
Poet. Bor. II. 514) ; others consider it to be f. 68 r 
poetry.] The name given to two distinct Icelandic 
books : 

a* By Icelandic poets of 15th c. applied to a miscellaneous 
handbook to Icel. poetry, containing prosodic and gram- 
matical treatises, with quotations and prose paraphrases of 
myths from old^ poems. This work (partly written by the 
Icelandic historian Snorre Sturluson c 1230) has since 1642 
been commonly called Snorre’s Edda, or the Younger or 
Prose Edda. 

b. A collection (made c 1200) of ancient ON. poems on 
mythical and traditional subjects. The names ‘ Elder or 
Poetic Edda’, ‘Edda of Ssemund were applied to this 
work by Biorn of Skardsa, who erroneously ascribed its 
compilation to the Icelandic historian Saemund (<£1133). 

2771 Macpherson Introd. Hist. Gt. Brit. 180 Neither 
does the Islandic Edda . .supply that defect. 1840 Carlyle 
Heroes (1858) 196 Edda, a word of uncertain etymology, is 
thought to signify Ancestress. 1866 Reader 3 Mar. 221/2 
The Elder (or Poetic) Edda is a volume of very old mytho- 
logical and heroic lays. 1875 Whitney Life Lang. x. 181 
The Edda is the purest and most abundant source of know- 
ledge for primitive Germanic conditions. 

Hence Edda’ic, E*ddic a., of or pertaining to 
the Eddas ; resembling the contents of the Eddas. 

2868 G. Stephens Runic Mon. I. Introd. 41 No Eddie or 
other Manuscripts, .are older than, .the 13th century. 1884 
Athenaeum 30 Aug. 267/1 African and Australian myths al- 
most as Eddaie . . may be quoted. 1883 Vigf. St Powell 
Cerp. Poet. Bor. 1 . 101 There are not one but many mytho- 
logies in the Eddie poems. 

Eddas, var. of Eddoes. 

Edder (e'doi), sb. Obs. exc. dial. Also 8-9 
eatber. [Of doubtful etymology ; some have 
identified it with OE. eodor, eder enclosure « OHG. 
etar, ON. jaftarr edge, border.] Osiers, hazel- 
rods, or other light flexible wood, used for inter- 
lacing the stakes of a hedge at the top. Also in 
Stake and odder {eather) fence. Plence £ ’dder v . ; 
also ether, trans. to interlace or bind (a hedge) 


at the top with osiers, etc. Edderin? vbl. sb., 
a. the action of the verb ; b. concr. the materials 
used in the operation. 

\Becnvulf 1038 Mearas . . on flet teon in under eoderas. 
a 1000 Wanderer (Gr.-Wiilcker) 77 StondaS . . hrySge <$ a 
ederas.] 1523 Fitzherb. Husb. § 126 Whan thou haste made 
thy hedge and eddered it well, than take thy mall agayne 
arid dryue do wne thy edderinges. 2577 Tusser H usb. xxxiii, 
(1878) 73 Save edder and stake, strong hedge to make. 1664 
Spelman Gloss. s.v. Etarckartea , Angli .. hoc ipsum the 
edar and ethar appellantes. 2725 Bradley Pam. Diet. II. 
s.v. Quickset , Edder . . is to bind the Top of the Stakes in 
with some small long Poles, or Sticks on each Side. 2784- 
2825 A. Young Ann. Agric. VII. 25 The stake and eather 
fence, for new made fences, is the cheapest. 1805 R. W, 
Dickson Pract. Agric. (1807) II, 626 Hurdles, fagots! 
stakes and edders. _ 2863 Morton Cycl. Agric. Gloss, 
(E. D. S.) Ethering is _ running a line of hazel, or other 

flexible rods, intertwiningly along the top of a hedge. 

Edder, obs. and dial. var. of Adder sb. 1, Elder. 
Edders, var. of Eddoes. 

Eddish (e dij). Forms : (? 1 edise, -esc), 6-7 
edysche, -ysshe, -ish, 6-8 etch(e, 7-8 eadish 
(7 esh), (9 dial, eddige, hed ditch), 7- eddish. 
See also Earsh, Aruish. [Of obscure etymology. 

Usually identified with OE. edisc park or enclosed pasture 
(glossed vivarium), with which cf. QE.yddisc, rendering 
L. supellex, supellectile , ? household stuff. It is difficult 
to see how the meaning of the OE. word could have given 
rise to the mod. sense of eddish , which, though widely 
diffused in dialects, has not been traced further hack than 
the 15th c. ; and the assumption that ‘ aftergrowth ' is the 
unrecorded primary sense of OE. edisc ‘park* appears too 
hazardous. The current derivation from OE. eel ‘again’ 
suits the modern sense, hut (even if this sense were demon- 
strated for OE.) involves difficulties with regard to form.] 

f 1 . OE. edisc ; A park or enclosed pasture for 
cattle. 

aq 00 Epinal Gloss. 147 Broel ', edisc [Corp?is 324 Broel, 
edisc, deortuun]. 778 Ags. Charter in Sweet 0 . E. Texts 
427 Agellttm qui dicitur tatan edisc. 822 Ibid. 458 Greotan 
edesces lond. a 1000 Ags. Ps. xeix. [c.] 3 We his foie 
syndan and his fade sceap, J>a he on his edisce ealle afedde. 

2 . a. Grass (also clover, etc.) which grows 
again ; an aftergrowth of grass after mowing (in 
first quot. perhaps ‘ brushwood ’). b. Stubble ; 
a stubble-field. 

1468 Medulla Gram, in Promp. Parv. 136 Frutex , a 
styke, a yerde, and buske, vnderwode, or eddysche. 2523 
Fitzherbert Surv. 2 Yet hath the lorde the Edysshe and 
the aftermathe. 2573 Tusser Husb. xviii. (1878) 43 Soile 
perfectly knowe, er edish ye sowe. 2634 W. Wood New 
Eng. Prosp . 1. iv, There is little edish or after-pasture. 1669 
Worlidge Syst. Agric. (1681) 325 Eddish,. Eadish, Etch, 
Ersh or Eegrass, the latter Pasture, or Grass that comes 
after Mowing or Reaping, a 2728 Bp. Kennett Lansdowne 
MS. 1033 in Promp. Parv. 135 note, Eddish, roughings or 
aftermath in meadows, but more properly the stubble or 
gratten in corn-fields. 2744-50 W. Ellis Mod.Husbandm. 
v. i, 101 Eddishes, stubble-fields. 2795 Vancouver Agric. 
Survey Essex 50 The bean etche well cleaned in the 
autumn and sown again with wheat ; a small portion of 
these etches are occasionally sown with tares, 1830 Boston 
(Line.) Gazette 19 Oct., Pastures have been abundant and 
the eddishes luxuriant. 1863 La?ic. Fents 23 Owd Ned 
had gone . . a-helpen. . t’ heawse ther hedditch. 1880 Miss 
Jackson Shropsh. Word-bk. s. v., The young beas han broke 
into the clover eddish. 

b. * Eatage. 

2843 Ld. Abinger 12 Meeson <5* Welshy's Rep. LX 1 1 , The 
action is brought, .for the eddish or eatage of a field. 

3 . attrib., as in eddish-grass ; eddish-cheese, 
cheese made from the milk of cows fed on the 
aftermath; eddish-crop (see quot. 1863); f ed- 
dish-hen [f. OE. edisc ; see 1], a quail. 

c 825 Vesp. Psalter civ. [cv.] 40 Bedun flaesc & cwom him 
edeschen. a 1300 E. E. Psalter civ. [cv.] 40 j?ai asked, 
and come edissehenne. 1610 Markham Masterp, 1. 
xxxv. 68 Eddish grasse . . in some countries is called after- 
maths. 1625 — Eng. Housew. n. vi. (2668) 152 Touching 
your Eddish cheese, or Winter cheese. 1862 Whyte-Mel- 
ville Mkt. Harb. 267 A ham .. an Eddish cheese, and a 
few other trifles. ^ 2863 Morton Cycl. Agric. (E. D. S.) 
Eddish-crop (Ess.) is a grain crop after grain. 

Edd.it, var. of Adit, a watercourse. 

2807 Vancouver A gric. Devon (2813) 79 The eddits that 
are taken up from the several streams. 

Eddoes (e'dtiuz). Also edoes, eddas, edders, 
eddy (in eddy -root). [An African word, from the 
language of the Gold Coast.] * The tuberous stems 
of various araceous plants, as Colocasia esculenta 
. . Caladium bicolor, etc.’ {Treas. Botl). Eddy- 
root : the root of the taro {Colocasia macrorhiza). 

1685 Burton Engl. Empire America x. 142 Carrots, 
Potatoes, and Edoes, a substantial wholesome nourishing 
Root. 2750 G. Hughes Barbados 227 The different species of 
Eddas are distinguished into the blue Eddas, the scratching 
Eddas, and the roasting Eddas. 2772-84 Cook V oy. (1790) 
VI. 2022 Extensive plantations, consisting of the taro or 
eddy root, and sweet potatoes. 1803 T. Winterbottom 
Sierra Leone I. iv. 64 note, Eddoes, arum sagittae folium, 
have been introduced by the Nova Scotian settlers. 1841 
Orderson Creol.il. 10 Yams, potatoes, and eddoes. 

t E'ddre. Obs. Forms : 1 &dre, 6dre, sed- 
dre, 3 eddre. [OE. kdre *= OFris. edder e, eddre, 
OHG. Mara, ddra (Du., Ger. ader), OSw. dffia 
(Sw. ddra) :—OTeut *aectrdn - ; cogn. w. ON. 
(repr. OTeut. type *Mi-z), of same meaning ; the 
Gr. %Top heart, fjrpov belly, may be ultimately 
connected.] A bloodvessel, vein. 
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Bemvulf 2967 (Gr.) Swat aedrum sprong forS under fexe. j 
C - 1000 Ags. Ps. lxxii[i]. 17 (Gr.) Waerun mine aedra ealle 
tolysde. a 1225 After. R. 258 Men. .hudeS ham hwon heo j 
heoS ileten blod on one erm eddre* a 1300 Vox <§* Wolf 45 
Ich have hem leten eddre blod. 

Eddy t'e*di) s sb. Also 5 Sc. ydy, 6-7 edie, 
©ddee, -ie. [Of unknown history ; app. first re- 
corded in r 5th c. ; if of Eng. origin, the sense seems 
to point to connexion with Ed- ; cf. ON, zSa of 
same meaning.] 

1 . 4 The water that by some interruption in its 
course, runs contrary to the direction of the tide 
or current * (Adm. Smyth) ; a circular motion in 
water, a small whirlpool. 

^1455 Houlate Ixiv, The barde. .socht wattir towesche 
him thar out in ane ydy. 1533 Brende <?. Curtins 24s 
(R.) Suche as ... escaped theire enemies, were .. drowned 
wyth . . the eddies of the streame. 1663 Manley Grotius* 
Low-C. Warrs 251. The strong eddy or Whirlepoole of the 
River . . brought it into the Trench. 1684 T. Burnet Th. 
Earth I. 131 Those great eddees .. that suck into them ., 
whatever comes within their reach. 1727 Thomson Spring 
816 The madness of the straiten’d stream Turns in black 
eddies round. 1810 Scott Lady of L. in. vii, The wheel- 
ing eddies boil. 1882 White Naval Archit . 449 It is 
blunt tails rather than blunt noses that cause eddies. 

2 . Irons/ \ Wind, fog, dust, etc. moving in a 
similar way ; a circular movement of wind, etc. 

1813 Elphinstone Acc. CaubnlUB^d) 1 . 173 Rain, .brought 
. .by the eddy in the winds. 1865 Dickens Mut. Fr. in. i. 
269 Indicated through circling eddies of fog. ; 1878 M. A. 
Brown Nadeschda 22 A dustcloud rolls in eddies forth. 

3 . fig. 

1791 G. Morris in Sparks Corr. Amer. Rev. (1853) IV. 413 
There is in the current of their affairs a strong eddy or 
counter tide. 1817 Coleridge Biog. Lit. 147 An eddy of 
criticism. 1830 Tennyson In Mem . xlviii, The lightest 
wave of thought shall lisp, The fancy’s tenderest eddy 
wreathe. 1868 Stanley Westm. Ad. iii. 139 These are but 
the eddies of the royal history. 1873 Farrar Seekers 11. iv. 
231 In the mighty eddies of an unseen, mysterious agency. 

4 . Comb., as eddy-breeze , - current , ^stream, -tide ; 
eddy-rock (see quot.) ; eddy-water (also eddy, 
Adm. Smyth), the dead water under a ship’s 
counter. Also Eddy-wind. 

1799 Naval Chron. 1 . 250 *Eddy breezes from ahilly shore. 
1600 Hakluyt Voy. Ill 291 (R.) From the Cape to Vir- 
ginia . . are none but *eddie currents. 1877 A. Green Phys. 
Geol. iv. § 1. 124 Rock possessing this [Current-Bedding] 
structure is sometimes called *Eddy-Rockby quarrymen and 
well-sinkers. 1725 De Foe Voy. round IV. \ 1840) 352 They 
would rather have an *eddy stream against them. 1627 
Capt. Smith Seaman's Gram. x. 48 An *Eddie tide is where 
the water doth runne backe contrary to tlm tide. 1887 Pall 
Mall G. 23 Aug. 8/2 Owing to the eddy tide these opera- 
tions were not attended with success. 

Eddy (e*di), v. [f. prec. sb.] 

1 . intr. To move in an eddy or eddies : said 
properly of water and objects borne on water ; 
also of air, vapour, etc., and Irons/, of birds on 
the wing. Ahofig. 

. 1810 Scott Lady ofL . 1. xvii, Eddying in almost viewless 
wave, The weeping willow twig to lave. 1813 — Trierm. 
hi. vii, The unwonted sound, Eddying in echoes round and 
round. 1833 Marryat P. Simple (1863) 158 The wind was 
high, .sweeping in the rain in every direction as it eddyed 
to and fro. 1844 Mem. Babylonian P' cess II. 91 Large 
hungry eagles, .eddying far above into the regions of air. 
1856 Kj V.NE A ret. ExpL II. xxviii. 283 A flat cake of ice 
eddied round near the floe we were upon, i860 Tyndall 
Glac. 1. § 14. 97 The vapour . . eddying wildly in the air. 

2 . irons. To whirl round in eddies. Also with 
in : to collect as into an eddy {rare). 

1730 Thomson Autumn 322 The circling mountains eddy 
in From the bare wild the dissipated storm. 1838 Sat. 
Rev . VI. 1x3/1 How are we to tell that a comet, .may not 

f et eddyed (so to speak ) by some great planet ? 1878 Smiles 
'obt. Dick iv. 28 The water is churned and eddied about. 
Eddying (e-diliq), vbl sb. [f. prec. + -ING 1 .] 
The action of the vb. Eddy: moving in circles, 
whirling. In quots. transf. and fig. 

1817 Coleridge Biog. Lit. 220 An eddying instead of pro- 
gression of thought. 1830 Tennyson Ode to Mem. ii, The 
eddying of her garments caught from thee The light of thy 
great presence. 1886 Athenaeum 10 July 39/1 The twistings 
and eddyings of the political current. 

. E*ddying, ppl. a. [f. as prec. + -ing 2 .] Mov- 
ing in eddies; full of eddies. 

1837 Hawthorne Twice-told T. (1831) II. ix. 127 The 
eddying wind has kept them [the roofs] bare at the bleak 
corners. 1870 Bryant Iliad I, v. 158 From Lycia where 
the eddying Xanthus runs. 1873 H. Spencer Stud. Social. 
i. x6 The eddying vapours - . had been mingling .. in end- 
less ways. 

Eddyless (e-diles), a. [f. Eddy sb. + -less.] 
Without eddies, tranquil ; also Jig. 

x6aa G, Sanbys Ovid’s Met. v, (1626) 104 A silent streame 
I found, All eddilesse, perspicuous to the ground. 1862 R. 
Patterson Ess. Nisi. & Art 485 To mortify the body, and 
still the mind into eddyless meditation. 

Eddy-root: see s.v. Eddoes. 

E ddy-wind. A wind that moves in an eddy; 
1626 Capt. Smith Accid. Yng. Seamen 17 A gust, a 
storme. .an eddy wind. 1647 Ward Simp. Cobler 20 Men 
..that are weather-waft up and down with every eddy-wind 
of every new doctrine. 1697 .Dryden Virg. Georg. 1. 505 
Chaff with eddy Winds is whirl’d around. 1713 Desagu- 
liers Fires Impr. 152 Such Eddy-Winds blow from the 
South when we have them here at London, 1772-84 Cook 
Vty* (1790) IV. X2i8 There is . . an eddy wind at S. W. 


1867 Smyth SailoVs Word-bk. s.v., The eddy-wind of a 
sail escaping in a curve makes the sail abaft shiver. 

Ede, ME. f. of code, OE. pa. t. of Go. 

*f* Edecima tion. Obs. rare*- 1 , [a. L. Ci decima- 
tion- em, f, edecima-re, f. e out + decimus tenth.] 
The action or process of taking a tithe or tenth, 
a 1693 Urquhart Rabelais in. xlviii. 386 The Edecimation 
and Tith-haling of their Goods. 

|[ Edelweiss l i^delvsis). [f. Ger. edel noble + 
weiss white.] An Alpine plant, Gnaphalium 
Leontopodium or Leontopodium alpinum , remark- 
able for its white flower, growing in rocky places, 
often scarcely accessible, on the Swiss mountains. 
Also at t rib., as in edelweiss-lace. 

iB6z Emerson Tkoreau Wks. (Bohn) III. 339 It is called 
by . . the Swiss Edelweiss, which signifies Noble Purity. 
1878 Browning La Saisiaz 21 , 1 knew an Alpine-rose which 
all beside named Edelweiss, 1882 Charles Lovoder 356 A 
. . cross of edelweis had been placed on the coffin. 1884 
Daily Nezus xo Nov. 2/7 Perhaps the most successful rival 
of Nottingham goods is the German-Swiss Edelweiss lace. 

Edematose, -ous, var. fif. CEdematose, -ous. 
Eden (rd’n). [a. Heb. py s-eden ; etymologic- 
ally/ pleasure, delight’.] 

1. The abode of Adam and Eve at their creation, 
Paradise ; also more fully, The garden of Eden. 

1382 Wyclif Gen. iv. 16 Caym . . dwellide at the eest 
plage of Eden. 1535 Coverdale Gen. ii. 8 The Lorde God 
also planted a garden of pleasure in Eden. Ibid. iii. 23 
Then the Lorde God put him out of the garden of Eden. 
1667 Milton P. L. v. 143 Discovering .. all the East Of 
Paradise and Edens happie Plains. 1796-7 Coleridge 
Poems (1862) 14 Ah flowers 1 which joy from Eden stole 
While innocence stood smiling by. i860 Hawthorne Marb. 
Faun , II. x. xo8 What rim flaming sword was to the first 
Eden, such is the malaria to these sweet gardens and 
groves. 

2 , transf. and fig. A delightful abode or resting- 
place, a paradise ; a state of supreme happiness. 

a 1225 Juliana 79 He [the translator] mote beon a corn 
i godes guldene edene. 1593 Shaks. Rich. II, n. i. 42 This 
sceptred Isle This other Eden, demy paradise. 1665-9 
Boyle Occas. Refit. (1675)320 He inherits, .a gay and privi- 
leg'd Plot of his Eden. 1792 S. Rogers Pleas. Mem 11. 
128 Who acts thus wisely mark the moral Muse A blooming 
Eden in his life reviews. 1830 Mrs. Bray Pits of P. 1. 
(1884) 9 Mount Edgcombe, that Eden of Devon. 1842 
Tennyson Gardener's Dau. 187 Henceforward squall nor 
storm Could keep me from the Eden where she dwelt. 
Hence Edenic (fde*nik), a., of or pertaining to 
Eden ; denize v. irons ., to make like Eden ; to 
admit into Eden or Paradise; B’denized ppl. a., 
E:dexiiza*tion. 

a x6x8 J. Davies IVifs Pilgrim. N iv. (T.) For pure saints 
edeniz’d unfit. 1850 Mrs. Browning Poems I. 75 By the 
memory of Edenic joys Forfeit and lost. 1862 D. Wilson 
Preh. Man iii. (1865) 22 The moral contrast which the 
savage presents to our conceptions of Edenic life. 1877 
Wraxall tr. V. Hugo's Miserables iv. v. 4 The Edenization 
of the world. 

E dental (zdemtal), a. [f. E- + L. dent-em tooth 
+ -al.] =next. 

1845 Darwin Voy. Nat . v. (1873) 82 Another gigantic 
edental quadruped. 1883 in Syd. Soc. Lex. 

II Edenta-ta, sb. pi. [mod.L., f. edentatus, f. 
edentare to render toothless, knock a person’s teeth 
out, f. e out + dent-em tooth.] An order of Mam- 
malia characterized by the absence of front teeth ; 
represented by the Ant-eater, Armadillo, Sloth, etc. 

1834 M c Murtrie Cuvier * s Anim. Kingd. 92 The Eden- 
tata, or quadrupeds without front teeth. 1859 Darwin Orig. 
Spec. iv. (1878) £9 The three lowest orders of mammals, 
namely, marsupials, edentata, and rodents. 

Edentate (zdemt^t), a. and sb. [ad. L. eden- 
tdtus ; see prec.] 

A. adj. Characterized by the absence of incisor 
and canine teeth ; belonging to the order Edentata ; 
see B. Sometimes «= ‘toothless’. 

X828 Stark Elem. Nat. Hist. I, 406 Mouth not entirely 
furnished with teeth, and often edentate. 1833-6 Todd 
Cycl. Anat. I. 245/2 The mouth, .consists of two. .edentate 
mandibles sheathed with horn. 1885 Parker Mammalian 
Desc. iv. 96 He is not truly edentate, but has teeth. 

B. sb. 1. in pi. = Edentata. 

1835 Kirby Hab. <$• Inst. Anim. II. xvii. 208 Like most of 
the other Edentates, they [the Sloths] can roll themselves 
up and take a, long and reckless sleep. 1880 Haughton 
Phys. Geog. vi. 269 The Edentates are among the lowest 
forms of placental Mammals. 

2 . humorously. One who has lost his teeth. 

1830 Kingsley Alt. Locke xxxvi. (1874) 270 How could a 
poor edentate like myself articulate a word? 

+ Edentate* v. Obs~° [f. as prec.] tram. 
To strike out, or draw out (a person’s) teeth. 

1636 in Blount Glossogr. 1721-1800 in Bailey. 

Hence f Edenta’tion, the extraction of teeth. 

1623 in Cockeram. 

Edention, erroneous form of Edentation. 

1623 Cockeram n, A Pulling out of teeth, edention [but 
edentation in pt. 1]. 

Edentulous (zdemtizHss), a. [f. L. edentulus 
toothless, f. e out + dent-em tooth + -ous.] Hav- 
ing no teeth, toothless. 

1782 Monro Compctr. Anat. xxo The chin and nose of 
edentulous people are much nearer. 5784 Phil. Trans. 
LXXIV. 281 Fishes, .[are] apparently utter strangers to 
[ edentulous old age. 2839-47 Todd Cycl, Anat. III. 367/1 


The jaws [of echidna] are edentulous, 1839 J. Tomes 
Dental Surg. 39 Instances . . in which the jaws have been 
entirely edentulous. 

t E’der* ©*dera» Obs. rare. [ad. and a. L. 
{Jt)edera.\ Ivy. (The L. word was prob. retained 
by Wyclif in the version of 1382 from ignorance of 
its meaning. In Jonah the A. V. has ‘gourd’.) 

1382 Wyclif Jonah iv. 6 The Lord God made redy an 
eder [1388 an yuy], and it styede vp on the hed of Jonas. 

— - 2 Macc. vi. 7 Crownyd with edera [1388 with yuy]. 

Ederling. ? Mistake for *elderling ancestor 
[f. elder, Alder sbf + -ling.] 
c 1300 K, A lis. 17U Darie, the kyng of alle kynges, The 
god is. .hath to ederlyng. 

Edge (ed^), sb. Forms : 1 ecg(g, 3-7 egge, 
(3 agge, hegge, 5-6 eg(e, 6-7 edg), 5- edge. 
[OE. $c° str.fem. — OS. eggia (MDu. egghe, Du. egge) 
edge, corner, point, OHG.ehia edge, point (MHG. 
ecke edge, point, corner, mod.Ger. ecke fem., eck 
neut.. comer), ON. egg edge:— OTeut. *ag/d, f. 
O Aryan root %/r, whence many words of cognate 
sense, e.g. L. acies, Gr. aids point ; cf. Ail sb., 
Awn, Ear sb* (The sense 4 comer’, which has 
been developed in Ger. and Du., is wanting in Eng,] 

1. A cutting edge. 

1 . The thin sharpened side of the blade of a 
cutting instrument or weapon ; opposed to the 
‘ back’ or blunt side; or to the ‘flat’ or broad 
surface of the blade. Often associated with point 
(OE. ord). The edge of the sword : used rhe- 
torically for 4 the sword’ as the typical instrument 
of slaughter or of conquest. 

Beowulf x 549 1 Gr.) Breost net . . wiSord and wi$ eege ingang 
forstod. c xooo Ags. Gosp. Luke xxi. 24 His feallao on swur- 
des eege [c 1160 egge]. c 120c Trin. Coll. Horn. 61 He wile 
smite, .mid egge and cleuen. .oflermidordeand pilten. <11374 
Chaucer Troylus jv. 899 Beth rather to hym cause of flat 
than egge. 0:450 Voc. in Wr.-Wulcker 735 Hoc acumen, 
Hec acies , a neg. 1394 Plat Jewell -ho. 1. 20 Some kindes 
of salt . . doe giue such temper to the edges of weapons. 1605 
Shaks. Macb. iv. i. 150, I will . . giue to th’ edge o’ th’ 
Sword his Wife. x6xx Bible Gen. xxxiv. 26 They slew 
Hamor and Shechem . . with the edge of the sword. 
— Hebr. xi. 34 [They] escaped the edge of the sword. 
1648 Milton Tenure Kings Wks. 1738 I. 317 And what re- 
straint the Sword comes to at lengthy having both edge and 
point, if any Sceptic will needs doubt, let him feel. 1797 
Godwin Enquirer 1. ii. 9 A tool with a fine edge may do 
mischief. 1828 Scott F. M. Perth II. 20 When it was 
steel coat to frieze mantle, the thieves knew . . whether 
swords had edges or no. 1871 Freeman Norm. Cortq. (1876) 
IV. xvii. 54 The King by the edge of the sword changed 
himself . . into a King according to the laws of England, 
humorously misused. 

1396 Shaks. Merck. V. it. ii. 173 To be in perill of my life 
with the edge of a featherbed. 1399 ■ — Hen. V, in. vi. 50 
And let not Bardolphs vitall thred bee cut With edge of 
Penny-Cord. 

b. poet. A cutting weapon or tool; in ME. 
also a lance. 

Beowulf 2876 (Gr.) fiaet he hyne sylfne gewraec ana mid 
eege. c 1205 Lay. 5605 He hauede monie Alemains i mid 
agge [1275 hegge] to-heowen. c 1300 K. A lis. 1271 He 
griputh in hond a spere . . Thorughout the bruny creopeth 
the egge. c 1325 E. E. A Hit. P. B. 1104 Nauj?er to cout ne 
to kerue, with knyf ne wyth egge. c 1374 Chaucer Former 
Age 19 No flessh ne wyste offence of egge or spere. 1607 
Shaks. Cor. v. v. 113 Met and lads Stain all your edges on 
me. 1791 Cowper Iliad xxi. 25 On all sides Down came 
his edge. 

c. The sharpness given to a blade by whetting. 

c 1430 SyrGener. (Roxb.) 5147 His naked swerd in bond 

he bare, The egge was mich wereda-wey. 15x7 Torkington 
PUgr. ( 1884) 21 Tooles made of Iron that never lese ther egge 
by myrack of Seynt Nicholas, 1830 Blackie VEschylus I. 
Pref. xo It is for lack of skill in the workman, not from want 
of edge in the tool, Mod. The knife has no edge. Put an 
edge on this knife. 

2 . fig. a. With direct reference to 1, 1 c. Power 
to 4 cut’ or wound; keen effectiveness. Of lan- 
guage : Trenchant force (cf. point). Of appetite, 
passion, desires, enjoyment, etc. : Keenness. Phrases 
(used also lit. in 1 , 1 c), *t To add an edge to ; to 
put, set an edge upon ; to dull, blunt the edge of, 
etc. Not to put too fine an edge upon it : to use 
‘blunt’, outspoken language. 

<0 x593 H. Smith Serm. (18661 II. 88 To add an edge unto 
our prayers. 1594 Shaks, Rich. HI, v. v. 35 Abate the edge 
of Traitors, Gracious Lord. 1596 — - Tam. Shr. 1. ii. 73 She 
moues me not, or not remoues, at least, Affections edge in 
me. 1603 Florio Montaigne (1634) 503 Faults and contrary 
successes give it [love] edge and grace, 16x0 Shaks. Temp . 
j iv. i. 29 To take away The edge of that dayes celebration. 
x&2$ Donne Serm. 195 The apostle there changes the edge 
of his argument. 1642 Fuller Holy 4- Prof. St. iii. xi. 179 
Take not too much at once, lest thy brain turn edge. x66x 
Bramhall Just Vind. iv. 87 The edge and validity of it 
[ecclesiastical law] did proceed from authority royal. 1704 
Col. Rec. Penn. II. 142 Pleads reasons y a Edge of which 
.. has wore off, 1773 Sheridan Rivals xst Prol., No 
tricking here, to blunt the edge of law, 1830 T. Hamilton 
C. Thornton (1845) 79 Exercise . . had given more than its 
wonted edge to my appetite. 1846 Prescott Ford. $ Is. II. 
vii. 4x6 Several circumstances operated to sharpen the 
edge of intolerance. 1870 Swinburne Ess. # Stud. (1875) 
286 The marble majesty of Calantha [in Ford’s ‘Broken 
Heart ’] . . gives force and edge to the lofty passion of the 
catastrophe. 1879 Lowell Poet. Wks. 375 Yet knows to 
put an edge upon his speech. Mod. He is, not to put too 
fine an edge upon it, a thoroughpaced scoundrel 
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f b. Of persons : Ardour, keenness in pursuit of 
an object ; in weaker sense, inclination, liking. 

1581 S a. vile Tacitus’ Hist. 11. xlii. 11591) 78 The Otho- 
mans, laying aside all edge to fight, 1605 Bacon Adv. 
Learning' 11. 112 He must take heed he shew . .some sparkles 
of liberty, spirit, and edge, a 1638 Mede Ep. Hayit xii. 
Wks. 752, I have little or no edge to contend with one I 
think perswaded. 1643 Rogers Naaman 183, I have so 
small hope to prevaile with men, because I goe against 
their edge. Ibid. 390 As for others, their edge is not so 
much toward them. 

j* c. To give an edge to, set an edge upon (a 
person) : to stimulate, incite. Obs. (Cf. Edge, 
Egg vbs.) 

1602 Shaks. Ham, in. i. 27 Giue him a further edge. 
2609 Holland Livy vr. xxviii. 237 The memoriall of that 
late, .losse sustained might rather stirre them up and set 
an edge upon them. 1626 W. Sclater Expos. 2 T/tess. 
{1620) 274 What is wanting to give us an edge to the duty. 

f 0 . Jig. Phrases (with direct reference to sense 1 ), 
Back and edge : adjoining, close by. Fall back , 
fall edge ; ‘ come what may ’, in any case. On 
edge (said of ears , heart, teeth ; also, to set ) : full 
of eagerness, all agog, ready. 

1580 T. M. Pref Verses in Baret A Iv. viii, Learned Athens 
did. .set his teeth on edge, such floures to pull As best him 
likte, to store his skilful! brest. 1590 Spenser F. Q. 1. iv. 43 
With harts on edg To be aveng’d each on his enimy. 1591 
Lyly Sapho iv. iv, You will set mine eares on edge with 
sweet words. 1641-2 Hotham in Rushw. Hist. Coll. in. 
(T721) I.496 Fall back! fall edge! I will go doun. 1699 
B. E. Diet. Cant. Crew s.v., Fall back fall edge , or come 
what will. 1748 Richardson Clarissa (18x1) VII. 135 The 
people who live back and edge. 

4. To set (a person's ) teeth on edge : ‘to cause 
an unpleasant tingling in the teeth ’ (J.). Also fig. 
Also (rarely) Out of edge , in same sense. 

It is not (quite clear what is the precise notion originally 
expressed in this phrase. The earlier expression was to edge 
the teeth (see Edge v. 3); in the passage Ezek. xviii. 2 the 
Vulgate has obstupescere^ to be benumbed, 

1382 Wyclif Ezek. xviii. 2 And the teeth of sones wexen 
on egge. 1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. xvn. clxxxii. (1495) 
723 A grene grape greueth the rotes and synewes of the 
teeth wyth colde soo that they make the teeth an egge. 
1535 Coverdale Jer. xxxi. 29 Y J fathers haue eaten a sower 
grape, and the childrens teth are set on edge. 1578 Lyte 
Dodoens v. xx, 576 The same eaten rawe are good against 
the teeth being set on edge. 1585 J. Higins tr. Junius' 
Nomenclator 428 Dentium stupor , a bluntness of the teeth, 
when with eating of . . sowre things they be out of edge. 
1596 Shaks. x Hen. IV, m. i. 133 That would set my teeth 
nothing an edge, Nothing so much as mincing Poetrie. 
1741 Monro Anat. led. 3) 162 How come they .. to be set 
on Edge by Acids, 1839 Carlyle Chartism iv. (1858^ 20 
The strong have eaten sour grapes, and the teeth, of the 
weak are set on edge. 

f 5. As rendering of L. mkr : a. Line of battle, 
b. Keenness of eyesight. Obs. 

1535 Coverdale x Sam, iv. 2 In the Edge in the felde they 
slewe aboute a foure thousande men. 1682 Sir T. Browne 
Chr. Mor. 61 The wise Contriver hath drawn the pictures 
and outsides of things softly and amiably unto the natural 
edge of our eyes. 

II. Things resembling a cutting edge. 

* with regard to sharpness. 

8 . The crest of a sharply pointed ridge ; freq. 
in topographical names, as Swirrel Edge, Striding 
Edge). (More frequently, however, names of this 
kind, denote escarpments terminating a plateau, 
and therefore are to be referred to sense it; 
e.g. Millstone Edge, Bamford Edge ; in Sc. edge 
usually denotes merely a ridge, watershed.) 

£*3*5 E. E. AUit.P. B. 451 Bot h^est of joe eggez vn- 
huled worn a lyttel. 1513 Douglas JEneis viii. viii. 53 The 
worthy peple Lydiane . . remane apoune the edge of the 
Hetruscane hylhs. 1535 Stewart Cron. Scot. III. 371 At 
Sowtra ege thair merenis than tha maid. 

b. A perilous path on a narrow ridge ; fig. a 
sharp dividing line ; a critical position or moment. 
[Sometimes with notion of 1 ; cf, ‘ to walk on a 
razor's edge’, Gr. iirl £vpov d/c/d}?.] 

1 597 Shaks. 2 Hen. IV, 1. L 170 You knew he walk’d, .on 
an edge More likely to fall in, then to get o're. 1667 Mil- 
ton P. L. 1. 276 That voyce. .heard so oft. .on the perilous 
edge Of battel when it rag’d. 17x8 Pope Iliad x. 197 Each 
. . Greek . . Stands on the sharpest edge of death or life. 

7. The line in which two surfaces of a solid 
object meet abruptly ; spec, in Geometry, the line 
of meeting of two faces of a polyhedron. 

1823 H. J. Brooke Introd. Crystallogr. 140 Terminal solid 
angles replaced by two planes, resting on the obtuse edges 
of the pyramids. 1878^ Gurney Crystallogr, 30 The edges 
formed by the intersections of pairs of adjacent faces, 

b. Skating. {To cut , do) the inside or outside 
edge : a particular form of fancy skating on the 
inner or outer edge of the skate-iron. 

1772 Jones Skating 22 The inside edge is sometimes re- 
quired in performing some of the more difficult manoeuvres. 
Ibid. 37 [The Dutch] travel on the outside edge, 1806-7 J. 
Beresford Miseries Hum. Life (1826) in. i, Learning to 
cut the outside edge on skaits that have no edge to cut with. 
x88o Vandervell & Witham Figure-Skating xyj The in- 
side edge backwards . , may be taken up from the turn on 
both feet by continuing backwards. Mod. Can you do the 
outside edge ? 

* * as contrasted with a broad surface . 

8 . Of a thin flat object : One of the narrow sur- 
faces showing the ‘ thickness* or smallest dimen- 


sion, as distinguished from the broad surfaces. 
On edge (foimeriy often written an edge) : resting 
upon the edge, placed ‘edgewise’, f To plough 
the soil up on an edge : to plough it into ridges. 

1677 Moxon Mech. Exerc. (1703) 72 The Board is set an 
edge with one end in the Bench-screw. 1708 Mortimer 
Husb, 50 Harrow it as you plow it up, but then, .you must 
speedily plow it up an edge again. 1784 De Lolme Eng. 
Const, xi. xvii. 276 Ran the edge of his hand with great 
quickness along his neck. X878 Browning La Saisiaz 14 
Fangs of crystal set on edge in his demesne. Mod. A plate 
set up on edge. The shilling has a milled edge. 

t b- fig- Phrase, lb get by the edges: to get 
(information) indirectly or imperfectly. Obs. 

1702 C. Mather Magn. Chr. it. 45 They had got by the 
Edges a little Intimation of the then Prince of Orange’s 
undertaking. 

e. spec. Of a book : One of the three surfaces left 
uncovered by the binding ; called severally top, 
bottom, and fore edge. 

Mod. The top edge of the book is gilt ; the others are left 
white. 

0. The rim (of a hollow vessel). 

£'1400 Bcryn 587 The egge of the panne met with his shyn. 
2459 Inv. in Easton Lett. 335 I. 468 Vj holies with 00a 
coverede of silver, the egges gilt. 

III. The boundary of a surface. 

10. The line which forms the boundary of any 
surface ; a border, verge. By extension, that por- 
tion of the surface of any object, or of a country, dis- 
trict, etc., adjacent to its boundary. (Cf. Boeder.) 

In geographical sense formerly often used where frontier 
or boundary would now be preferred. 

<71391 Chaucer Astro L 11. § 46 And sett )>ou pere pedegre 
of he mone according wij> pe egge of ]>e label, c 1460 J. 
Russell Bk. Nurture in Babees Bk, (1868) 129 Ley j e bou3t 
on he vttur egge of he table. 1494 Fabyan vi. exevi. 202 The 
abbey of Leof, besyde Hereforde, in the egge of Walys. 
1535 Coverdale Ezek. xl. 12 The edge before the chambres 
was one cubite brode. 1588 Shaks. A. A. A. iv. i. 9 Hereby 
vpon the edge of yonder Coppice. 1606 — Ant. <$• CL 11. ii. 

1 17 From edge to edge A th’ world. *664 Evelyn Kal. 
Hort. (.1729) 228 Many of their Leaves parch’d about their 
Edges. 1732 De Foe TonrGt. Brit. (1769) II. 181 i lestre, 
is a Village on the Roman Watling-street, on the very 
Edge of Middlesex. 1823 Lamb Elia Ser. 11. vii. (1865) 
280 All this time sat upon the edge of the deck quite 
a different character. 1833 N. Arnott Physics II. 210 The 
image will be more perfect, .at its middle than towards its 
edges. 1836 Thirlwall Greece III. xxii. 238 He . . drew up 
his men at the water’s edge. 1879 Harlan Eyesight ii. 21 
The edges of the orbit are comparatively dense and strong. 

b.fig. of portions of time, seasons, etc. 

1638 Featly Transubst. 229 Win the day in the edge of 
the evening. 1782 Johnson Let. 20 Mar. in Boszvell, I 
made a journey to Staffordshire on the edge of winter. 1868 
E. Waugh Sneck-Bant iv. 72 in Lane. Gloss. (E.D.S.) We’s 
be back again abeawt th’ edge-o’-dark. 

f c. That which is placed on the border of a 
garment, etc. ; — Edging. Obs. 

1502 Priv. Purse Exp. Eliz. York (1830) 68 Blake velvet 
for an edge and cuffes for the same gowne. 1552 Huloet, 
Edge of a fillet or roll. . Taenia. 1611 Bible Ex. xxvi. xo 
Fiftie loopes on the edge of the curtaine. 

+ d. Archil. In first quot. rendering L. regula 
‘ the shank of a Doric triglyph ’ (Lewis and Short). 
In second quot. app. — Fillet. Obs. 

1563 Shute Archit. Cijb, The edge which Vitruuius 
calleth Regula. Ibid. D j a, The lowest edge that standeth 
vppon Plinthus shalbe in height half a part 

11. The brink or verge (of a bank or precipice). 

c 1325 E. E. A Hit. P. B. 383 Er vch bopom watz brurd-ful 

to pe bonkez eggez. 2480 Caxton Descr. Brit. 3 The edge 
of the frenssh clif shold be the ende of the world yf the 
vlonde of brytayn ne were not. 1827 Pollok Course T. v, 
Toppling upon the perilous edge of Hell. 1865 Reader 3 
June 619/3 In Derbyshire it nests in the rocks and ‘Edges,’ 
as the precipices are called. 

b. fig. On the edge of: on the point of (doing 
something). 

1606 Shaks. Tr. $ Cr. iv. v. 68 Will you, the Knights Shall 
to the edge of all extremitie Pursue each other? 2884 
Church Bacon v. 114 He was now on the very edge of losing 
his office. 

IV. 12. attrib. and Comb. a. locative, as 
edge -hummock, -moulding, -plate, -teeth, -way, 
edge-gilt adj. b. objective, as edge-cutting, c. ad- 
verbial, as edge-view. Also edge-coals, coals from 
an edge-seam ,* edge -joint (see quot.) ; + edge- 
leam, -lome [OE. Uma\, an edge-tool; edge- 
mill, edge-rail, edge-roll (see quots.) ; edge- 
seam, a layer or seam of coal that has been tilted 
into a nearly vertical position ; edge-shot a., edge- 
wheel (see quots. L Also Edge-tool, -ways. 

2854 Miller Sch. $ Schm. xiv. (i860) 153 Edge-coals’-— 
those steep seams of the Mid-Lothian Coal-basin. 1843 
Carlyle Past Pr. (1858) 91 Do honour to any *edge-gilt 
vacuity in man’s shape. 1853 Kane Grinnelt Exp. xxix. 
(1856) 241 * Edge-hummocks, that is to say, hummocks 
formed at the margin of floes and afterward cemented 
there. 2874 Knight Diet. Mech., * Edge-joint (Carpentry), 
a joint formed by two edges, forming a corner. 2781 J« 
Hutton Tour Caves (E. D. S.V * Edgeleams, sb. pi., edge 
tools. 2570 Levins Manip. 162 An *Edgelome, culter. 
1874 ^ Knight Did. Mech., * Edge-mill, an ore-grinding 
or oil-mill in which the stones travel on their edges. 
2762 Borlase in Phil. Trans. LII. 509 All the *edge- 
mouldings of the canopy were tore to pieces. 2879 in 
Cassells Techtt. Educ. IV. 175/2 All along each bottom, 
side of the body should be plated with iron , . The *edge- 


plate, as this is technically called. 2874 Knight Diet 
Meek., * Edge-rail (Railroad), a. One form of rail-road-rail, 
which bears the rolling stock on its edge. b. A rail placed 
by the side of the main rail at a switch to prevent the train 
from running off the track when the direction is changed. 
Ibid. * Edge-roll, A brass wheel used hot, in running an 
edge ornament, on a book cover. 280a Playfair Illustr. 
Hutton. The. 236 We obtain the same information from in- 
specting the *edge-seams. 1805 Forsyth Beauties Scot l . I. 
269 The strata, .receive the appellation of edge seams, from 
their descending, or almost upright position in the earth. 
2874 Knight Diet. Mech., * Edge-shot, a board with its edge 
planed is said to be edge-shot. 2854 Woodward Mollusca 
n. 162 *Edge- teeth dentated. 2857 W. Binns Orthographic 
Project. Hi. (1862) 22 If the paper be now turned, .we shall 
have an * edge- view . . of the plane on which the lines are 
drawn. 2880 Mrs. Whitney Odd or Even x. 83 Trudging 
along on the opposite ^edgeways of the soft brown, deep- 
rutted road. 1874 Knight Diet. Mech. 774 * Edge-wheel, a 
wheel travelling on its edge in a circular or annular bed. 
Edge, dial. var. of Adze. 

Hdge (ed3), vf Also 3-4 egge(n, 5 eggyn. 
[f. Edge sb. 

The older forms of this word coincide graphically with 
those of Egg v., which is ultimately of identical etymology. 
The forms with gg are for convenience treated under Egg, 
exc. where used in senses now peculiar to this word.] 

I. trans. To give an edge, impart sharpness, to 
(a weapon, etc. or tool) ; chiefly in fig. sentences. 

2297 R. Glouc. C/iron. (1810) 274, I-egged yt [the sword] 
ys in on aif. 1609 Bp. Barlow Anszv. Nameless Cath. 364 
Not blunting the sword of lustice, but rather edging' it. 
1621-31 Laud Sev. Serin. (1847) 55 Will God .. edge the 
sword upon the common enemy of Christ? 2728 Pope 
Odyss. xx. 62 Thy sure divinity shall . . edge thy sword to 
reap the glorious field. 2719 Young Busiris iv. i, One 
dear embrace ; 'twill edge my sword. 1808 J. Barlow 
Columb. vi. 336 Fame fired their courage, freedom edged 
their swords. 

b. transf. and fig. To give keenness or incisive 
force to (appetite, wit, endeavours, etc.). 

2599 Shaks. Hen. V, m. v. 38 With spirit of Honor edged 
More sharper then your Swords, high to the field. 2643 T. 
Goodwin Child of Light 39 These doe edge and sharpen the 
wit. 2647 Fuller Good Th. in Worse T. (1841) 156 O that 
this would edge the endeavours of our generation. 2673 
Lady’s Call. 1. ii. § 10. 16 All the torments there being 
edged and sharpned by the woful remembrance. 274a R. 
Blair Grave 644 Some intervals of abstinence are sought 
To edge the appetite. 2855 Brimley Ess. 36 The piercing 
cold of the night-wind edged with sea-salt. 1885 R. Bridges 
Nero 11. i. 6/1 But now to hear how she hath edged her 
practice. 

f 2. To urge on, incite, provoke, encourage (a 
person) ; = Egg v. (but usu. with more direct re- 
ference to the sb.) ; also, to stimulate, give activity 
to (an industry, etc.). Obs. ex c. as in b. 

1575 J. Hooker Carew 116 He. .would, .edge, procure and 
cause others to do the like [bestow money]. 2577 Holinshed 
Chron. III. 1239/2 He accused the moonks of manie things, 
and did therewith so edge the king against them. 1623 in 
Harl. Afw. (Malh.) III. 241 The Duke edged his soldiers, by 
declaring unto them the noble works of their ancestors. 2623 
Bacon Usury, Ess. (Arb.) 545 This ..will Encourage and 
edge, Industrious and Profitable Improuements. 2648 Gage 
West. ind. xiii. (1655V76 Which edgeth the Spaniards to a 
constant and continuall war with the Inhabitants. 

b. with on : «=< gg on (see Egg v. 2). 

2580 North Plutarch 613 Cassius .. did .. edge him 
[Brutus] on the more, for a private quarrell he had con- 
ceived against Caesar. 1609 Holland Livy xlii. liv. 1147 b, 
It envenomed the enemies and edged them on [ infestiores 
fecisset ]. 2652 H. L’Estrange Americans no Jewes 61 
[Cannibalism is] a national helluonisme. .Whetted and edged 
on by. . Revenge. 2725 New Cant. Diet., To Edge, pr as 'tis 
vulgarly call’d, to Egg one on. 184a Pusey Crisis Eng. Ch. 
36 To this they will ever be edged on by those, who are 
watching to take advantage of our perplexities. 2867 Bush- 
nell Mor, Uses Dark Th. 42 To be cornered and pressed 
and edged on . . into the best ways and noblest endeavors, 
f 3. To set (the teeth) on edge. Obs. exc. dial. 
[Cf. Flem. eggen de ianden (Kilian).] 
a 2300 Cursor M. 796 Pair suns tethe are eggeid yitt. 
<72440 Promp. Parv . 136 Eggyd, as teethe for sowre frute, 
acidus. a 2555 Latimer Serm. $ Rem. (1845) 347 Lest per- 
adventure we take chalk for cheese, which will edge our 
teeth, and hinder digestion. 2604 T. Wright Passions vi. 

f i8 That bitter Apple which edged all mens teeth. 2634 
Ieywood Maidenh.well lost iv. Wks. 1874 IV. 147 If youle 
eate grapes vnripe, edge your owne teeth. 2865 B. Brierley 
Irkdale 1 . 26 It edges my teeth wurr nor a railroad whistle, 
f b. ? transf. ? To irritate. 

17 2450 Lydg. Min. Poems 1x5 How shrewly he was egged 
For to here hys dyrge do, and se hys pet deggyd. 

4. To furnish with a border or edging ; to border ; 
also, to colour or ornament on the edge. 

2555 Eden Decades W. Ind . (Arb.) 297 One of these is 
edged with belles. <71570 Thynne Pride <$* Lowl. (1841) 20 
Of golde and silver and such trumperie, To welte, to edge, 
to garde. 2629 Milton Ode Nativity 185 F rom haunted 
spring and dale Edged with poplar pale. # 1684 Wilding 
in Collect. (Oxf. Hist. Soc. ' I. 259 For edging my Halt, 4d. 
1728 Pope Dune. hi. 248 Whose sarcenet skirts are edged 
with. .gold. *746-7 Hervey Medit. $ Contempt (2818) 233 
The glittering fringes which edge the pink. 2870 Hooker 
Stud. Flora 202 Matricaria inodora .. bracts edged with 
brown. 

b. Of a range of hills, etc. : To form a border 
or enclosure to ; to enclose. 

2644 Evelyn Mem. (1857) I, 226 On the top of all, runs a 
balustrade which edges it quite round. 1727 Berkeley m 
Fraser Life (2871) 569 The 2 first miles of this post close 
along the Dea, being edged on the left by mountains. 172$ 
Pope Odyss. x. 20a A bay there lies, Edg’d round with cliffs. 
2886 Manch. Exam. 2 Jan. 5/3 Except where it is edged by 
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the border lands of China and Thibet, Burmah is surrounded 
by British territory. 

5. intr. To move edgeways; to advance (esp. 
obliquely) by repeated almost imperceptible move- 
ments. Also with advs. aside , away , dozvn, in , 
etc. Chiefly Naut. (see quot. 1867). 

1624 Capt. Smith Virginia iv. 128 We descried a ship . . 
we edged towards her to see what she was. 1627 — Sea- 
man's Gram. xiii. 60 Be yare at the helme, edge in with him. 
<3:1628 F. Greville Sidney (16521 6o Publiquely edging 
nearer the holy mother Church. 1630 J. Taylor (Water P.) 
Wks. m. 41 The James . . then edged vp in the winde, 
3650 Cromwell Let. 4 Sept. Causing their right wing of 
horse to edge down towards the sea. 1712 Arbuthnot John 
Bull (172") 72 He observed Frog and old Lewis edging to- 
wards one another to whisper. 1720 De Foe Capt. Single- 
ton xvi. (1840) 269 They ., stood edging in for the shore. 
*777 Cook 2nd Voy. in. vii. (R.) On edging off from the shore, 
we soon got out of sounding. 1790 Beatson Nav. Mil. 
Mem. I. 382 Rear-Admiral Knowles ,. kept edging down 
on the enemy. 1832 Marry at N. Forster xli, The . . ad- 
miral edged away with his squadron. 1853 Kane Grinnell 
Exp. xxxiii. (1856) 283 The wind edged round a little more 
to the northward. 1863 Mrs. Oliphant Salem Ch. xv. 275 
He edged past the table in the back-parlour to the window. 
1867 Smyth Sailor's Word-bk., Edge away, to decline 
gradually from the course which the ship formerly steered, 
by sailing larger or more off, or more away from before the 
wind than she had done before. To edge down , to approach 
any object in an oblique direction. 

Jig. 1859 Sat. Rev. VIII. 5/1 A disposition, on the part 
of a youth, to edge into a different station from that in 
which he was born. 

6. tram. To move by insensible degrees ; to in- 
sinuate (something, oneself) into a place. With 
advs. : To force (something) by imperceptible 
degrees away, in, off, out. Also fig. 

1677 Earl Orrery Art of War 161 During the motion of 
your advanced Wing, to edge it, by degrees, and insensibly, 
towards, etc. 1690 Locke Ednc. Wks. 1714 III. 67 Edging 
by Degrees their Chairs forwards. 1704 Davenant in Ellis 
Orig. Lett. 11. 397 IV. 245 If you believe him obstinate . . 
advise me of it, for I can edge it [a wager] off 3708 Mrs. 
Centlivue Bitsie Body n. i, A Son of One and Twenty, who 
wants . .to edge himself into the Estate ! ^ 3824 W. Irving 
T. Trav, I. 14 Every one edging his chair a little nearer. 
3812 L. Hunt in Examiner 31 Aug. 545/2 An opportunity 
. . of edging himself into the paper. 1829 1 . Taylor Enthus. 
vii. (1867) 143 Christianity . . is seen constantly at work 
edging away oppressions. 1883 Manch. Exam. 30 Nov. 5/5 
The products of the Continent are gradually edging those 
of England out of the [Turkish] market. 

b. To edge in (a word, etc.) : to push in, as 
if with the edge first. 

1683 D. A. Art Converse 9 Without giving them so much 
time as to edge in a word. 1806-7 J* Beresford Miseries 
Hum. Life (1826) xii. Concl., Andromache .. contrived to 
edge in a smile. 

Edge (edg), ®.2 Also 4 begge-B. [OE. $cgan 
(pa. t. igide\~ MDu., Du. eggen, QflG.ecken (pa. 
pple. gi-egit), MHG. egen , mod.G. (from LG.) 
eggen to harrow OTeut. *agjan, whence OE. 
fgide, ggde = MLG. egede , MDu. eghede (Du. eegd ), 
OHG. egida a harrow. Outside Teut. cf. L. occa, 
Welsh oged { :—*ocet ), Lith. akeczos a harrow, akiti 
to harrow. The root may possibly be identical 
with that of Edge sb.] To harrow. 

a 800 Corf us Gloss. 1430 Occahat , egide. 3393 L angl. P. 
PI. C. vi. 19 Canstow . . Heggen ojxer harwen ' oj>er swyn 
o|>er gees dryue. 1669 Worlidge Syst. Agric. (1681) 325 
To Edge, to Harrow. 1726 Diet. Rusticum t,ed. 3) To Edge 
..a Country-word for to harrow. 

Edge-bone, corruption of Aitch-bone, q.v. 
Edged (ed.^d), fpl. a. [f. Edge sb. and®. + -ed.] 

1 . Furnished with a cutting edge ; sharpened, 
trenchant. Also fig. Cf. Two-edged. For 
edged tool see Edge-tool. 

1591 Shaks. i Hen. VI, hi. xii. 52 O tume thy edged 
Sword another way. a 1593 Marlowe Dido iv. i, With the 
sharpness of my edged sting, a 1639 T. Carew Wks. (1824) 
102 Justice hath to the sword of your edg’d eyes His equall 
balance joyn’d. 3677 M oxon Mech. Exere. ( 1 703) 21 3 Af ter- 
wards with edg’d Grooving Tools, .they cut down, .the Rx- 
tuberances. 1833 Lardner Manuf. Metal t II. 2 (Cabinet 
Cycl.) Nor are the edged stones . . so defectively formed . . 
as might be imagined. 

2 . Having an edge or lateral boundary : only with 
defining prefix, indicative of colour, number, etc. 

3776 Withering Bot. Arrangem. (1796) I. 255 Anthers 3- 
edged. 1884 Black Jud. Shaks. vi. The red-edged leaves. 
Mod. Black-edged note-paper, 
f 3 . Having a border (of ornamental work). Obs. 
3697 Lond. Gaz. No. 3304/4 A Gold Watch . . having an 
Edged Case. 3722 De Foe Col. Jack (1840) 80 An edged 
hat. 1727 Bradley Fam. Diet. I. s. v. Clear Starching, To 
Order the edged heads ; when you find they are clapp’d suf- 
ficiently, pin it down to the board, 
t E‘dgefu. 1 , a. Obs. rare~ l . [f. Edge sb. + 
-ful.] Having abundance of edge ; keen, cutting. 

3614 T. White Martyrd. St. George Aiij, Hee.. Against 
the Empires enemies did set His warlicke brow, and edge- 
full humor whet. 

t Edge-growth, corruption of *edgrowth — 
Edgrow. 

_ 1610 W. Folkingham Art of Survey n. x. 63 The second 
is of Mastage, Edge-grouth, Winter- Herbage, etc. 

Edgeless (e-d^les), a. [f. Edge sb. + -less.] 
That has no edge. lit. and Jig. 

1617 Collins Def. Bp. Ely 11. ix. 400 His sword, which he 
carried neither edgeles, nor in vaine. 3661 J. Fountain 


Reimrds Virtue 2 To save her sheers, Which else had sure j 
been edgeless long ago. 1869 Ruskin Q. of A ir § 143 The 
dumb and edgeless shore of darkened sand. 3884 H. D. 
Traill in Macm. Mag. Oct. 444/2 As lustreless and edgeless 
as an old shilling. 

+ E*dgeling, -long, adv. Also 4 egge-, 
eghelynge(s. [f. Edge sb. + -ling, as in Back- 
ling(s adv. (OE. heeding) ; for the corrupt form 
dong cf. sidelong, headlong.] 

a. With the edge. b. On the edge ; edgeways. 
la 1400 Morte Arth. 3675 Upcynes eghelynge j?ay ochene 

J?are aftyre. 1489 Caxton Faytes of A. 1. ix. 24 They 
scorned them that smote edgelyng. 3580 Hollyband Treas. 
Fr. Tong , Frafer d’estoc $ de taille, to strike both foyning 
and edgeling. 1603 Florio Montaigne 11. xii. (1632) 330 It 
is hard, be it flat-long, side-long, or edge-long, but an in- 
genious . wit shal . . meet with some aire that wil fit his 
turn, 1611 Cotgr.,s.v. Az, A dye that stands edgeling, so 
as tis doubtfull what chance it will yeeld. 

Edger (e-dspj). [f. Edge sb. and v. + -er 1 .] 

1. One who edges or puts an edge on anything. 
1591 Percivall Sf. Diet., Bordador, an imbroderer, an 
edger. 

2. Of flowers and leaves : (see quot.) 

1688 R. Holme A rmoury 11. 115/1 Edgers are the spring 
or first ripe Tulipa’s. 1725 Bradley ham. Diet., Edger, a 
plant whose leaves are edged with white or yellow. 

3. Mech. (See quot.) 

3874 Knight Diet. Meek., Edger, a circular saw . . by 
which the bark [etc.] are ripped from slab-boards. 

Edge-tool, edged tool- In early use, Any 
implement with a sharp cutting edge, as a knife 
or sword ; now (in lit. sense) restricted to indus- 
trial tools, and technically denoting chiefly chisels, 
gouges, planes, etc,, also (with defining adj. heavy ) 
axes, hatchets, etc. Also attrib. (The form edged 
tools is now used only in fig. sense.) 

c 3350 Will. Palerne 3755 And 3if any egge tol wol entre 
in-to his bodi I wol do him to deth. c 3430 Lydg. Bochas 
11. v. (3554' 47 b /i Leuer I haue, with some edge tole Too 
slea my selfe, than Hue in slaundre and dole. 1548 A ct 2 4* 3 
Edw. VI, xxvii, The greatest part of edged Tools, Weapons, 
and other necessary thingshaving Edges. 1677 Moxon Mech. 
Ex ere. (1703) 167 An Edge-Tool., will., cut off all the parts. 
3719 De Foe Crusoe (3840) II. v. 108 Nor had they any edged 
tool. 1723 Loud. Gaz. No. 6175/6 Robert Wilkins . . Edge 
Tool maker. 1732 Berkeley Alciphr. vi. § 8 Edged tools 
are in general designed to cut. 3825 J. Nicholson Oferat. 
Mechanic App. 771 To make Edge-tools with cast Steel and 
Iron. 1886 Daily News 18 Oct. 5/5 The saw and edge-tool 
houses are doing moderately well. 

b. 2 . fig. and in proverbial use. esp. in phrase 
flay or jest with edge tools. 

3579 Gosson Sck. Abuse ' Arb.) 57 Some say that it is not 
good testing with edge toles. 1622 Massinger, etc. Old 
Law v. i, If you move the duke’s patience, (tis an edge- 
tool. 1767 Wesley Jrnl. 4 May, They find it is playing 
with edged tools. 3798 Hutton Autobiogr. 27 The man 
who plays with edge-tools, may, by chance, cut his fingers. 
3815 Scott Guy M. v, I begin to think. .1 have been rather 
jesting with edge-tools. 1866 Mill in Edin. Rez>. CXXI 1 I. 
337 He came to think that the Sokratic cross-examination 
is a dangerous edge-tool. 

E dge-ways, -wise, (rarely) -way. 

1. Of position : "With the edge (instead of the 
broad surface) uppermost, foremost, or turned 
towards the spectator. 

_ 1566 in Peacock Eng. Ch. Furniture f z866^ 73 Alter stones 
ij-~ one is broke., thother yet standeth edgewaie in the 
grownd. 3641 Best Farm. Bks. (1856) 126 They laydthem 
[firdeals] edg-wayes, 1715 Desaguliers Fires Imfr. 160 The 
Partition Plates must be. .fix’d edgewise to the great Plate. 
3723 Lond. Gaz. No. 6x56/4 One of his fore Teeth . . stand- 
ing edgeway. 377s Sheridan Rivals v. iii, I’ll stand edge- 
ways. 1857 Birch Anc. Pottery <1858 II. 303 Curved bricks 
set edgeways in a thick slip of the material. 3879 New- 
comb & Holden Astron. 358 At certain times the (rings of 
Saturn are seen edgeways. 1885 H. J. Stonor in Law 
Times LXXX. 139/3 The ladder, .standing edgeways. 
jig. 1664 H. More Myst. Ittiq. Apol. 538 This Objection is 
set edge-wise, and seems to stand . . m a very dangerous 
posture. 3677 Gilpin Dxmonol. (18671 4 09 Sometime a 
scripture will be set so cross or edgeway to their good and 
comfort. 

b. Edge to edge. 

C3850 Rudim. Navig, (Wealed 121 Each is composed of 
. . deals . . bolted together edgewise. 

2. Of motion : With the edge foremost. 

3794 Vince in Phil. Trans. LXXXV. 44 When they [the 
planes] move edge-ways. 1828 Scott F. M. Perth II. 156 
The savage raised the axe. .and brought it down again edge- 
ways. 

b. fig. in To get a word, etc. in edgeways , etc. 
3777 Sheridan Sch. Scand. 11. ii, All her words appear to 
slide out edgewise. 1824 Miss Mitford Village , Ser. 1. 
(1863) 356 As if it were possible for any of us to slide in a 
word edgewise. 3870 Morris Earthly Par. III. iv. 206 At 
the last [he] pushed in his word Edgewise, as ’t were. 

3. On the edge (instead of the broad side). 

3793 Sm baton Edy stone L. § 239 The sea acting edgewise 
upon the joint would exert the same power to lift it up. 

Edginess (ezines), ff. Edgy + -ness.] The 
condition of having the outlines too clearly marked ; 
angularity, hardness of outline. Also fig. 

382a Blackw , Mag. XI. 427 It would supply an excellent 
study for a painter; all edginess, .is gone. 1877 MorleyOzV. 
MJsc. Ser. h. 391 To be clear, acute, and definite, without 
that edginess and inelasticity. 

Edging (e-d^ig), vbl. sb. [f. Edge v. + -ingL] 
+ 1. The setting on edge (of the teeth). Obs. 

1382 Wyclif Amos iv. 6 Y 3aue to 30U eggyng of teeth. 


2. The putting of an edge or border to anything. 
Also attrib ., as in edging-dace, - stroke , -tile. 

1580 Hollyband Treas . Fr. Tong, Canetille, an edging 
lace. 3607 Topsell Fourfi. Beasts 446 V ery much used for 
the edging of the best garments. 3664 Evelyn tr. Frearfs 
A rckit. (R), The edging stroaks, by some called outlines, 
and contours only. 03850 Rudim. Navig. (Weale) 116 
Edging of ftank, sawing or hewing it narrower. 

b. The trimming of the edges (of a lawn or 
grassplat) ; also attrib., as in edging-iron , -shears. 

3858 Glennv Card. Evert'd. Bk. 236/1 The edging-iron 
must be used instead of the shears. 

3. concr. That which forms an edge to any- 
thing; a border, fringe, etc. sewn on the edge of 
a garment ; a border (of box or other plants) sur- 
rounding a flower-bed ; and the like. 

1664 Evelyn Kal. Hori. (1729) 199 Adorn the outward 
Verge with an Edging of Pink, Limon Thyme, etc. a 1700 
Dryden vT.), The garland which I .. border'd with a rosy 
edging round. 3699 Garth Dispens. iv. (1706) 66 The 
Clouds aloft with golden Edgings glow. jj6y. C0mpl. Fam.- 
Piece 11. iii. 366 After Rain, clip your Edgings of Box. 3807 
Crabbe Library 148 The dull red edging of the well fill’d 
page. 1873 Tristram Moab xvi. 302 The old xoad. .marked 
by its bold edging of stones, 
b. A trimming on a seam. 

1664 Pepys Diary 10 Feb., A close-bodied . . coat, with a 
gold edgeing in each seam. 1717 Addison Ovid’s Met. 11. 
(R.) To show The golden edging on the seam below. 

4. Lace made to be sewn on to the edge of some 
article of dress. Shorter form of edging-lace. 

1558 Richmond. Wills (1853) 127 Vj yeards of edgine xxd. 
1716 Lond. Gaz. No. 5438/4 Two Quarter Boxes of Lace 
and Edgings. 1750 Mrs. Delany Life # Corr. ( 1861) II. 
555, 3 have got your harp shell, and will send it you, and 
the Elizabeth edging. 3851 Mayhew Lond. Labour I. 387 
‘ Edgings’, or the several kinds of cheap lace used for the 
bordering of caps and other female requirements. 

5. The action of moving by insensible degrees ; 
attrib ., as in edging movement. 

1879 A. Forbes Daily News 16 Apr. 3/2 A kind of side- 
long edging movement. 

Edging \e*dgi vj),ppl. a. [f. Edge v. + -ing'A] 
That moves by imperceptible degrees. Hence 
E'ctglngly adv. 

3748 Richardson Clarissa (1811) II. 220 The new-made 
beau awkwardly followed, but more edgingly. 

E'dgrew, -grow. Obs. exc. dial . Also 9 
dial, etgro. [f. Ed- + stem of OE. grow-an ; cf. 
OE. edgrowung, /Elfric Gloss, in Wr.-Wulckeri.^.] 
The aftergrowth of grass ; aftermath, eddish. 

c 1440 Prontp. Parv. 135 Edgrow, greese [H, etc. edgraw, 
herbe, H. P. growe, greese], bigermen , regermen . 1688 
R. Holme Armoury in. 72/2 Edgrewe is the Grass left 
growing after Mowing, some term it the Latter grass, or 
latter growing. 3726 Diet. Rusticum (ed. 3), Edgrew, some 
term it Latter-grass or Latter-math. 3875 Lane. Gloss. 
(E. D. S.t s.v., So mitch for t’gress and soa mitch for t’etgro. 
Edgy (e'dgi), a. [f. Edge sb. + -y.] 

1. Having an edge or edges ; sharp, cutting. 

1775 C. Davy Bourrifs Glac. Savoy (1776) 99 Constantly 

walking over broken rocks, either ragged, or cleft, or edgy. 
1820 L. Huxt Indicator No. 15 (1822) I. 118 Lastly, think 
of the razor itself. . how cold, how edgy, how hard ! 1849 
Ruskin Sev. Lamps iii. §11. 75 Binding the dusty remnants 
and edgy splinters into springing vaults. 

2. Of a painting : Having the outlines too hard. 
1825 Blackw. Mag. XVII. 438 There were two Holbeins, 

flat, shadowless, edgy compositions. 1868 lllust. Lond. 
News 11 Apr. 362 Less edgy and more softly sweet in colour 
than previous works. 

3. fig. Full of edge or keenness ; eager, dial. 
1858 A. B. Evans Leicestersh. Wds., Edgy, eager. ‘ He’s 

very edgy to go there ’ : also ‘ pert ’ and ‘ forward’. 
Edhadde, var, Athold, v. Obs. 

cxx r ]$Latnb . Horn. 149 Edhalde J?et brihte ikunde; }?et 
god hauefc in ow ibroht of saule and of likame. 

Edi, var. of Eadi a. Obs. 

EdibiTatory, a. [badly f. edibilis Edible, 
after adjs. in -atony ; see -ORY.J Relating to 
edibles or eating, 

1828 Lytton Pelham I. 216 Edibilatory Epicurism holds 
the key to all morality. 

Edibility (edibi-liti). [f. next ; see -ity.J The 
quality of being edible, capability of being eaten. 

3849 FraseVs Mag. XL. 130 To convert, so far as edibility 
. . is concerned, an old fowl into a young capon. . 

Edible (e‘dib’1), a. and sb. [ad. late L. edibilis , 
f. ed-ere to eat.] 

A. adj. Eatable, fit to be eaten. 

1631 Cotgr., Ou'e, the paunch, and intralls of edible crea- 
tures. 3661 Lovell Hist. Anim. <5- Min. Introd., The head is 
edible, .of the cow, calfe, etc. 3802 Bingley Anim , Biog. 
(1833)11. 395 The edible frog, 3837 M. Donovan Dom. Econ. 
II. 219 The Edible Snail or Helix pomatia. 3884 J. Col- 
borne Hicks Pasha 104 Everything edible was bought up. 

33. sb. An eatable substance, an article of food, 
(chiefly in //.) 

3663 Lovell Hist. Anim. & Min. Introd., Birds, fishes, 
and other edibles. 3670 G. H. Hist . Cardinals 11. 1. 114 
Impositions upon Edibles. 3859 Sala Tw. round Clock 
(1863) 357 The delightful hampers of edibles and drinkables. 
1864 Daily Tel. 23 Dec., What will be the effect of the 
introduction of this new edible? 

Hence Edibleness ; — Edibility. 

1772 in Scott Bailey’s Diet. 1775 in Ash ; and in mod. 
Diets. 

Edict (f’dikt). Also 3 edit, 5 edycte, 6 Sc. 
edik. [ad. L. edictum (the earliest form a. OFr. 


EDICT. 

edit), f. edlcere > f. e out +■ dicere to say. In 16th 
and 17th c. accented on the last syllable.] 

1. That which is proclaimed by authority as a 
rule of action ; an order issued by a sovereign to his 
subjects ; an ordinance or proclamation having the 
force of law ; esp. the edicts of the Roman prsetors, 
and subsequently of the emperors, and of the 
French monarchs. Edict of Nantes , an edict 
issued by Henry IV of France, granting toleration 
to the Protestants ; revoked by Louis XIV. 

1297 R. Glouc. (Rolls) 11966 pe edit ywis. pat was he ban 
ofkenigwurpe. 1483 Caxton Cato A iij, He dyd doo make an 
edycte or decree, 1535 Stewart Cron. Scot. II, 12 Withane 
consent [they] contempnit that edik. 1541 Elyot Image Gov. 
ii4The Creditours to be compelled by an Edict of your ma- 
iestee, to hoide them content with repayment of the surame 
. . of the thyng that they lende, 1631 Hobbes Leviath. n. 
xxvi. 147 The Edicts of Praetors, and of the /Ediles. 1683 
Brit. Speculum 60 M onarchs at first governed . . by immediate 
Edicts. 1711 Steele Sped. No. 07 f 4 By Our Royal Resolu- 
tions declared in this Edict as follow, 1752 Johnson Rambl. 
No. 204 T*9 He therefore fixed upon the gate of the palace 
an edict. 1843 Graves Rom. Law in Encycl. Metrop. 777/1 
Constitutions of Justinian, improperly called edicts, 1873 
Poste Gams 1, (ed. 2) 34 Edicts were legislative ordinances 
issued by the emperor . . and were analogous to the edicts 
of the praetors and ediles. 

Jig'- 1590 Shaks. Mids. N. 1. i. 131 If then true Loners 
haue beene euer crost, It stands as an edict in destinie. 
1397 Hooker Reel. Pol. v. lxvii, The general! Edicts of 
nature. 1878 Browning La Saisiaz 68 Law, Now styled 
God’s, now Nature's edict? 

2 . Sc. ‘The name of a writ whereby all con- 
cerned were called by proclamation at the market 
cross or church-door, to appear for their interest 
in some cause. . . The terra is used in ecclesiastical 
law for certain notices made to a congregation 
from the pulpit ’ (Barclay Digest Laws Scotl. s.v.). 

1876 Grant Burgh Sch. Scot. n. vi. 214 In 1636 the Council 
of Aberdeen ordain a public edict to be served at both the 
Kirk doors and at the College gate, 
t EcLrct, v. Obs. rare~ x . [ad, OF . ddicter.] 
trans. To publish (a law) ; to decree. 

1652 Gaule Magastrom. 362 Some of them [Lycurgus’ 
laws] were such that old wives and slaves might easily have 
both predicted and edicted. 

Edictal (fdbktal), a. [ad. late L. edicidlisP\ 
a. Of or pertaining to an edict or edicts ; consisting 
of edicts, b. In Scotch Law: That is done by 
means of an ‘ edict * or public proclamation. Edictal 
citation 1 a citation (formerly) made by public 
announcement in cases where personal citation was 
impossible, e.g. when the person cited was resident 
outside the kingdom. The term is still retained, 
though the procedure which it strictly denotes is 
no longer used : see quot. 1880. 

1814 Scott in Lockhart (1839) IV. 215 All edictal cita- 
tions are made at Scalloway. 1834 Blackw. Mag. LXXVI. 
565 That reservoir of equity, the praetorian or edictal law of 
Rome. 1868 A ct 3 1 fy 32 Viet. c. 100 § 95 The i .ord Ordinary 
shall also appoint edictal intimation thereof to be made by 
publication in the record of edictal citations. 2873 Poste 
Gains in. (ed. 2) 327 Patrona mother of two children 
had . . the edictal rights of patronus. 1880 Barclay Digest 
Law Scotl. (ed. 4) 334 Edictal Citations or Intimations. In 
the case of foreigners, these were formerly given at the 
market cross of Edinburgh, and pier and shore of Leith. 
This is now more judiciously done by leaving the copies at 
the Office of Edictal Citations. 

Hence EdixtallyWz'., in an edictal manner ; by 
public proclamation. 

1868 Act 31 fy 32 Viet. ci. § 30 Publication has been made 
edictally in Edinburgh. .1887 Scotsman 31 Jan. 10/2 On 
19th November she charged him edictally to make payment, 

+ Edrction. Obs. Also 5 ediccion. [ad. L. 
ediction-em, f. as Edict.] Edict, command. 

£•*470 Harping Chron. lxxxix. i,. To Bedes dayes y» 
Scottes . . obeyed his ediccion. 1581 Marbeck Bk. Notes 
231 In the former ediction of the Councell. 

t £*difi:able. Obs, rare— \ [f. Edify + -able, 
in trans. sense ; see -able.] Fitted to edify ; 
edifying, profitable. 

1612 T. Taylor Comm. Titus hi 2 And with these all 
opportunity of good and edifiable speach perisheth. 

f Edificant, a. Obs. [ad. L. tfdificant-em, pr. 
pple. of sedifiedre to build.] Edifying. 

1642 Bp. of Durham Presentm. Schismatic 11 The Apostle 
hath prescribed rules for regulating the Ceremonies of the 
Church, one whereof is Edification, and what is edificant, 
the same as also significant. 1655 T. Dugard Verses on Ga- 
takerjs Edificant It [his pen] also was, like those bless'd 
builders, who Stood on their guard, and stoutly builded too. 

t E&rficate, a- Obs. [ad. L. sedificatus , pa. 
pple. of sedifiedre to build.] Built up, constructed, 
instituted, arranged. 

ct 470 Harding Chron. xxxiii. iii, There were in his tyme 
ouer all. With other so afore edificate, Xviij flamynes. 1S30 
Lyndesay Test. Papyngo no The erth be Nature so edi- 
ficate With holsum herbis. a 1360 Rolland Crt. Venus 11. 
582 That proper place sa weill edificate. 

So EdiTLcate v. rare— 0 , trans. 

2623 Cockeram ii, To Build, Fabricate, Edificate. 

Edification (eidifikMsn), [ad. L. edification- 
em, f. sedifiedre to build, Edify.] 

1 . Building, rare in mod. use. 

1349 W. Thomas Hist. Ital. to b About 700 yeres after 
the edificacion of Rome. 1399 Hakluyt Voy. II. xxt 
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The castle., is not onely of situation the strongest! have 
seene, but also of edification. 1669 Gale Crt. Gentiles 1. m. 
ii. 27 Cadmus .. is said to have written 4 Books, touching 
the Edification of his own Citie. 3705 Stanhope Parapkr . I. 
80 The Edification whereof would be best promoted by at- 
tributing to those Workmen neither more nor less than their 
Due. 1721-33 Strype Reel, Mem. II. 1. 11. ii. 261 Officers to 
make all manner of provision for the edification of the said 
fortresses. 1803 A nn. Rev. III. 236 The exhibition of games, 
the edification of palaces. 2859 Jephson Britt any xviii. 293 
Church-edification is everywhere the order of the day. 
f b. concr. A building. Obs. 

1432-5° tr. Higden (1865) 1 . 405 To make edificacions in 
cites. 2584 R. Scot Discov . Witcher, xv. ii. 320 He 
throweth down also the enimies edifications. 2656 in 
Blount Glossogr. and in mod. Diets ; not in Bailey, John- 
son, or Ash. 

G. fig. Building up of character, etc. 

1856 Ruskin Mod. Paint. IV. v. App. iii, The whole period 
of youth is one essentially of formation, edification, instruc- 
tion. 2870 Swinburne Ess. fy Stud. (1875) 165 The religious 
idea, as opposed to Philistine demolition or to Philistine 
edification. 

2 . fig. In religious use, after Gr. ohodojurj in 
1 Cor. xiv: The building up the church, of the 
soul, in faith and holiness ; the imparting of 
moral and spiritual stability and strength by suit- 
able instruction and exhortation. 

1382 Wyclif Rom. xiv. 19 And kepe we tho thingis to 
gidere that ben of edificacioun, that is, to bylde soulis to 
neuene, c 1440 GestaRom.Xx. iv. 276 (Harl. MS.) Noble and 
profitable wordis, to edificacion of pe peple. 1348 Latimer 
Serm. Plonghers i. 67 Devilish ploughing, the which worketh 
to have things in Latin, and letteth the fruitful edification. 
16x2 Bible 2 Cor, x. 8. 1651 Hobbes Leviath. hi. xxxvii. 

236 To the edification of God’s people. 2720 Norris Chr. 
Prud. v. 202 To build up men in Faith and Holiness of 
Life, that which we properly mean by Edification, a 2876 
J. H. Newman Hist. Sk. II. iv. xi. 417 In providing for the 
religious necessities of posterity, they were directly serving 
their own edification. 

b. Mental or moral improvement, intellectual 
profit ; instruction. (Now often ironical.') 

1660 W. Secker Nonsuch Prof. Pref. 16 The design of 
this Peece is not the ostentation of the Author, but the edi- 
fication of the Reader. 1691 T. Acc. New Invent. 

p. bexvii. For the Edification of the Citizens of our Me- 
tropolis in Loyalty. 1772 Priestley Inst. Relig. (1782) II. 
199 Promote . . mutual edification by every proper means. 
1777 Sheridan Sch . Scand. v. ii, It certainly is edification 
to hear him talk. 1826 Scott Woodst. iii, Where was the 
edification of all this ? 1837 De Quince y Wkiggism Wks. 
VI. 39 That he might distribute his edification in equal pro- 
portions. 1875 Jowett Plato (ed. 2) III. 206 Kindly answer, 
for the edification of the company and myself. 

t E&i ficative, a. ? Obs. [f. L. sedifiedt - ppl. 
stem of sedifiedre + -ive.] Edifying ; adapted to 
promote spiritual improvement. 

c 1410 Love Bonavent. Mirr. xxxviii. 78 (Gibbs MS.) 
Costly comforte of hem by hys edyfycatyf [W. de W. 1330 
edificacyon] and holy wordes. 2491 Caxton Vitas Pair. 
(W. de W.) 1. xxvi. 242/1 His worde was edyfycatyflf that 
they whom he endoctryned put in effecte..all his doctryne. 
1530 R. Whitford Workefor Household A, So that 
. . it sholde be . . edificatyve and profitable. 1634-46 Row 
Hist. Kirk (18421 328 Whilk exercises . . proved verie edifi- 
cative to those who were partakers of them. 

Hence f E difica-.tively adv in an edifying 
manner. 

?<r 1530 (title) The Dialogues of Creatures moralysed, ap- 
plyahly and edificatyfly to euery mery and iocunde M ater. 

Edificatory (e-difikcTari). [ad. L. xdified- 
torius ; see prec. and -ORY.] Intended or suited 
for purposes of religious edification. 

2649 Bp. Hall Cases Consc. x. (R.) An exercise so bene- 
ficially edificatory to the church of God. 1678 Lively Ora- 
cles vm. § 31. 316 Some parts of it . . are not so . . edificatory 
to us. 2882-3 SchAff Relig. Encycl. II. 16x3 The edifica- 
tory character of Neander’s history. 

Edifice (e*difis). Also 6-8 mdifice, 7 edifyee. 
[a. F. edifice , ad. L. sedificium, £ sedis temple, 
house + -ficium making.] 

1. A building, usually a large and stately build- 
ing, as a church, palace, temple, or fortress ; a 
fabric., structure. 

£•1386 Chaucer Melik F 367 Castelles and othere manere 
edifices. 1475 Caxton Jason { 1477) 7* And with this they 
shal ordeyn solempne edifices and houses for the cite. 1538 
LelaND Itin. IV. 72 The aedifices of the Abbey have beene 
made by many men in continuance. 1398 Shaks. Merry 
W. il ii. 225 , 1 haue lost my edifice, by mistaking the place, 
where I erected it. 1605 Harrington View State IreL 
(x88o), Hee cold not preach to edifye the Church, yet hee 
will bee famows to all posterytye for edifyees in the Church. 
1621 Burton Anat. Mel. n. ii. iv. (1652) 270 The inner 
roomes of a fair-built and sumptuous eedifice. 1721 Dis- 
senting Teachers Addr. agst. Bill for 50 new Churches 10 
Shall this be done for a few ungodly steepled /Edifices? 
1796 H. Hunter tr. St. Pierre's Stud. Nat. (17991 £ 128 
For you will see under water v the ruins of many edifices, 
1849 Freeman Archi t, 14 A moist and a dry climate require 
different kinds of edifices, 
b. transf. and fig. 

27x1 Addison Sped. No. 98 F x, lam not for adding to the 
beautiful Edifices of Nature. 2845 S . Austin Ranke's Hist. 
Ref II. 485 The edifice ofanew church must have been raised 
on a purely democratical basis. 1868 M. Pattison A cadem. 
Org. § 5.(223 Upon the integrity and judgment of these 
Quinqueviri will depend really the. whole edifice of the 
University, 2878 Morley Carlyle , Crit. Misc. Ser. 1, 197 
The corner-stone of Comte’s edifice. 

+ 2 . a. The action or process of building or 
construction, b. Style of building, architecture* 


EDIPY. 

2580 North Plutarch 394 The Arsenal! and Armory . ; 
being of a strange and wonderfull edifice. 2663 Gerbier 
Counsel 2 How . . Princes and Magistrates have proceeded 
in their Edifices. 

Edificial (edifi-Jal), a. rare. [ad. late L. %>di~ 
ficidlis , f. sedifiemm ; see prec. and -al.] 

a. Of or pertaining to building, architectural, 
b. That is of the na ure of an edifice. 

1658 Sir T. Browne Gard. Cyrus 63 The edificial Palaces 
of Bees and Monarchical spirits. 1794 Hist. Rivers Gt . Brit, 

I. 232 iR,‘ Mansions . . without any striking edificial attrac- 
tion. 1830 Galt Lawrie T. vi. ii. (1849; 255 Long sur- 
passed by many other edificial structures. 

E'dmer. rare . [f. next + -er L] a. A builder, 
b One who edifies in a religious sense. 

2460 Capgrave Chron. 21 Certeyn strong men and rich 
edifieres of citees. 2678 Butler Hud. >R.j They scorn their 
edifiers to own who taught them all their sprinkling lessons. 
Edify (e‘difoi), v. Also 4 ede-, edifien, 4-7 
edifie, 4-6 ede-, edy(f )fy, edifye, 6 eedefie, 6-7 
sedify. [a. F* idifie-r \ ad. L. sedified-re, £ sedes, 
sedis dwelling + fiicdre to make ; see -fy.] 

1 . trans. To build ; to construct (a dwelling, 
edifice) of the usual building materials, rare in 
mod. use. 

# a 1340 Hampole Psalter 1 . 19 pat edified be be waghes of 
Jerusalem. 1393 Langl. P. PL C. xxi. 42 To for-don hit on 
a day, and in pre dayes after Edefien hit efte newe. 146a 

J. Paston in Lett. 461. II, 113 A plase late be the seid Sir 
John edified at Caster. <71534 tr. Pol. Verg. Eng. Hist. 
(1846 I. x. 46 He did . . aedeiie a gate on the bancke of the 
river Thames. 1641 Termes de la Ley 117 To take timber 
to edifie the house againe. 1704 Hearne Duct. Hist. ted. 3) 
I. 187 Babylon., was largely edified by the Assyrian 
Monarchs. 1851 Longf. Gold. Leg. 11. 118 The names of all 
who had died in the convent since it was edified. 

tb. absol. 

C1400 Test. Loz/e 1, (i56o> 276 b/2 Lo this man began to 
edifie, but for his foundement is bad, to the ende may he it 
nat bring. £-2420 Pal lad. on Hush. 1. 364 The see gravel is 
lattest for to drie, And lattest may thou therwith edifie. 
2532 Elyot Gov. i. viii, A man, whiche intendeth to edifie. 
1655 L’Estrange Chas. /, 124 To edifie at pleasure upon 
the Convent Garden. 

f Q. To furnish with buildings. 

<72432-30 tr. Higden (1865) I. 199 Apulia is a coste of the 
see oi Ytaly . . byldede and edifiede firste by Grekes. 2596 
Spenser F. Q. iii. i. 14 Tlirough countries waste, and eke 
well edifyde. 

1 2 . To construct, set up, irrespective of the 
object, or kind of materials. Obs. or arch. 

1460 Capgrave Chron. 21 The puple edified ymages to 
her liknes. 1546 Langley Pol. Verg. De Invent, iil v. 70 
Some beganne to edify cotages of boughes of trees. 2592 
Spenser Virg. Gnat 66 1 And thereupon did raise full busily 
A little mount, of greene turffs edifide. 1643 Sir T. Browne 
Relig. Med, (1682; 52 She was edified out of the Rib of 
Adam. 1850 Neale Med. Hymns 155 The brazen sea That 
Solomon had edified. 

f b. To work up or fashion (materials) into 
a building or structure. Cf. Build 5. Obs. 

2382 Wyclif’ Gen. ii. 22 And the Lord God edified the rib, 
the whiche he toke of Adam, into a woman. 

+ c. fig. To build up, establish, organize (a sys- 
tem, institution, or law, a moral quality, etc.), to 
establish or strengthen (a person). 

££1340 Hampole Psalter xxvii[i]. 7I5] pousall distroy paim 
& noght edifye bairn. <72374 Chaucer Boeth. iv. vi. 140 
pere pat uertues ban edified j?e bodie of pe holy man. 2425 
Ord. Whittington's Alms-house in Entick London (1766) 
IV. 354 Ipforcing himself to edifie and nourish charity . . 
among his felawes. 1462-83 Ord. R. Hduseh. 61 The 
Clerkys of Greneclothe . . to helpe kepe in course the Sta- 
tutes . . edyfyed before-tyme. ' 2534 VYiittynton Tullyes 
Offices 1. (1540) 34 Solon fyrste edifyed tlm scbole called 
Areopagus in Athenes. 2704 Swift T. Tub i. (1710) 28 To 
edify a name and reputation. 2782 Gibbon Decl. $ F. IIL 
xlix. 95 He secretly edified the throne of his successors* 
f d. To frame a notion ; ‘ make out’, imagine. 
2643 Milton Tetrach. Wks. 2738 I. 238, I cannot edify 
how, or by what rule of proportion that man’s virtue cal- 
culates. 

te. ihtr. To take form, grow; also fig. tb 
prosper, achieve success. Cf. 4. Obs. 

a 2400 Cov. Myst. 252 Mannys sowle in blys nowxal edyfy, 
2622 Bacon Henry VII , 160 Perkins Proclamation did 
little edifie with.the people of England. 1646 Sir T, Browne 
Pseud. Ep. 247 It [the seed] then beginneth to edifie in 
chiefe. a 2662 Heylin Laud 1. 142 But all this did not 
edifie with the House of Commons* 

3 . trans . In religious use : To build up (the 
church, the soul) in faith and holiness ; to benefit 
spiritually ; to strengthen, support. Also absol. ' 

In early use sometimes with distinct allusion to sense ij 
rarely in bad sense as in quot. 1440. t 

1340 Ayenb. 197 pe uelagrede of poure men, pet byep pourq 
uor God. .hise moje wel edefie be uorbisnes. <7 2380 Wyclif 
Set. Wks.. III. 354 Petre and Poul . . token power of Crist 
. . but for to edifie j e Chirche. 12440 Gesta Rom. xvi. 38 
(Add. MS.) All that is done agayn conscience edefieth to 
helle. 2521 More Heresyes 1. Wks. (2557) 108/2 In whose 
deuout sermons the people were greatly edified. 234* 
Brinklow Compl. xxiv. (1874) 62 Thei were edifyed to walke 
in the amendment of lyfe. 2604 Drayton Ovule 908 To 
edifie the conscience that is weake. 2729 Swift To Yng r 
Clergym. Wks. 2755 II. 11. .9 A plain convincing reason .. 
will edify a thousand times more than the art of wetting the 
handkerchiefs of a whole congregation. 1776 Gibbon DecL 
fy F. xxi. The complaints and mutual accusations which 
assailed the throne of Constantine, .were ill adapted to edify 
an imperfect proselyte, 2876 Freeman Norm. Conq. I. App. 
732 He was much edified by the king’s prayers and almsdeeds. 
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b. To Inform, instruct ; to improve in a moral 
sense ; sometimes ironical. 

1534 Ld. Berners Gold. Bk. M. Aurel. <’1546) G vb, His 
saiynges thus ended, the Senate was greatly edified ther- 
with, 1601 Shaks. Twel.N. v. i. 298 Looke then to be well 
edified when the Foole deliuers the Madman. x6o6 — Tr. 
Cr. v. iii. 1x2 My loue with words and errors still she feedes 
But edifies another with her deedes. 1703 ’S’VAHUQmParapkr. 
I. 3, I shall endeavour to edifie my Reader in the Virtues 
proper to these Purposes. 1845 B’ness Bunsen in Hare .Life 
(1879) II. iii. 84, I have been much edified by seeing how 
your father and sister take the privation. 

f4. intr. To profit in a spiritual sense. Obs. 

1636 W. .Sampson Vow-Breaker lij, Is there any man 
here desires to edyfie ? I am in the humour of converting. 
2637 J. Goodwin Triers 'Tried 6 A Minister, whom they 
can cordially . . affect, or by whom they can edifie. a 1670 
Hacket A bp. Williams 1.(1692) 188 And few will captivate 
their understanding to edify by a sacrilegious reformer, 
f b. To gain instruction generally. Obs. 

1610 B. Jonson Alch. m. i, I haue not edified more truely, 
by man . . since the beautifull light first shone on me. 1673 
Wycherley Country Wife v. (1735) 104, I edify so much by 
example, I will never be one [a husband.], a 1726 Vanbr. & 
Cib. Prov. Flush. 1. i, This is like to be a warm Debate ! I 
shall edify. 1800 T._ Jefferson Writ. (1859) IV. 311 The 
great mass of our nation will edify and thank you. 
f E dify, sb. Obs. Erroneous form of Edifice. 

353S Eden Decades W. Ind. iii. (Arb.) 153 The houses & 
other edifyes of this prouynce. 2333 — Moscouia <5- Cathay 
279 The rouffes of whose edefies are gylted & embowed. 

E'difying, vbl. sb. [f. Edify v. + -ing \] 

+ 1. The action or process of building; also 
concr. a building. Obs. 

2432-30 tr. Higden (1865) I. 411 At Brehenoc is a water , . 
where a man may see in clere tymes meruellous edifienges. 
2313 Test . Ebor. v. (Surtees) 49 To the edifying of a portche 
to the church of Est Drayton xxs. 1517 Torkington Pilgr. 
(1884) 32 Ther [the Sarrazins’] edifying wold not stonde in no 
wyse. 1602 Fulbecke 2 nd Pt. Parall. 13 The foundation, 
the edifying, and the endowment [of a church]. 

2. Spiritual instruction and improvement. 

2309 Fisher Fun. Serin . Marg. C'tess Richmond (1708') 10 
To the edifyinge of other, by the example of her. 1542-3 
Act 34 <^ 35 Hen. VIII, i, Ai maner of persons. , may reade 
.. the bible ..for their owne edifieng. 2612 Bible Pref. 
S For the .. edifying of the vnlearned. 1703 Stanhope 
Paraphr. (1709) IV. 542 My. .End is Godly Edifying. 

Edifying, ppl. a. [f. as prec. + -ing *.] 

1 1. That builds. Obs . 

1662 Fuller Worthies (1840) II. 499 One demolishing 
hammer can undo more in a day than ten edifying axes 
can advance in a month. 

2. Tending to produce moral and spiritual im- 
provement ; instructive. In mod. use often ironical. 

2326 Pilgr. Per/. (W. de W. 1531) 1 b, What so euer ye 
fynde therin, good and edifyenge, gyue laude and prays- 
ynge to god therfore. 2651 Hobbes Leviath, iv. xlv. 361 
Their Conversation . . might . . be . . Edifying to others. 2767 
Fordyce Serm. Yng. Worn. I. v. 186 How edifying to the 
soul is this generous sensibility! 1815 Syd. Smith Whs. 
(18 67; 1 . 224 The humiliating and disgusting, but at the same 
time most edifying spectacle. 2872 Morley Voltaire (1886) 
41 Voltaire’s spirit may be little edifying to us. 

Hence E’difyingly adv., in an instructive or 
improving manner ; in mod. use often ironical. , 
,1662 Sparrow tr, Behme's Tkeosopk. Lett. 3 He . . might 
thereby . . edifyingly . . quicken himself in a Christian bro- 
therly Union. 1702 Echard Eccl. Hist. (1710) 305 Not so 
well or edifyingly instructed. 1876 Contemp. Rev. XXVII. 
969 The sermon was edifyingly platitudinarian. 

Edile, variant of /£dile. 

1820 Mair Tyro'sDict. fed. 10)2 Aedilis, an edile or officer 
who took care of the repair of temples and other buildings. 

E&iness, var. of Eadiness, Obs., s.v. Eadi. 
Edmgtonite (e-digtynait). Min. [f. the sur- 
name Edington (see quot 1825 ) + -ITE.] A greyish 
white translucent mineral, consisting chiefly of the 
silicates of alumina, baryta, etc. 

2823 Haidinger in Edin. Jml. Sci. III. 317 It is in com- 
pliment to that gentleman [Mr. Edington, in whose collec- 
tion Haidinger first saw the mineral] that the name of 
Edingtonite is here proposed. 1868 Dana Min. 417 Eding- 
tonite occurs in the Kilpatrick Hills, near Glasgow, Scot- 
land, associated with harmotome, another baryta mineral. 

t Edipol. Obs. rare, [miswritten for L .edepol 
by Pollux. (Erroneously connected with sedis 
temple.)] Any common asseveration. 

£2450 Voc. in Wr.-Wulcker 579 Edepol, by the house of 
edepol. 2600 Dekker Gentle Craft Wks. 1873 I. 14 Away 
with your pishery pashery, your pols and your edipolls. 

Edit (e-dit), v. [( 1 ) f. L. edit -us, pa. pple. of 
edere to put forth, f. e oxit + dare to put, give; 
( 2 ) back-formation from Editor.] 

1 1. To publish, give to the world ( a literary work 
by an earlier author, previously existing in MS.). 
Chiefly in pa. pple., after L. editus. Obs. 

> 1792 Enfield tr. Bmckeds Hist. Philos. II. 367 [Abelard] 
wrote many philosophical treatises which have never been 
edited. 

2. a. To prepare an edition of (a literary work 
or works by an earlier author) ; so with the name 
of the author as obj., e.g. ‘to edit Horace, Shak- 
spere* , etc. b. To prepare, set in order for pub- 
lication (literary material which is wholly or in 
part the work of others). Sometimes euphemis- 
tically for: To garble, ‘ cook’ (e.g. a war-coire- 
spondent’s dispatch, etc.), c. To be or act as 
the Editor of (a newspaper or other periodical). 


1793 V. Knox Left, to Yng. Nobleman (R.), Read . .the few 
orations of Demosthenes, which Monteney has edited. 2835 
Dickens Lett. (1880) I. 3 To write and edit a new publica- 
tion. 1880 E. White Cert. Relig . 72 The progress of science 
and art in editing from ancient manuscripts. 2885 Harper's 
Mag. Mar. 647/2 It has not been guilty of the.. folly of 
attempting to ‘ edit ’ the news. 

Hence E’dited ppl. a. 

Mod. A carefully edited work. 

Editing 1 (e’ditig). [f. Edit v. -f -ing 1 .] The 
action of the vb. Edit. 

2883 A tkenseum 25 Aug. 198/1 The ‘Letters..' have had 
the advantage of careful editing. 

Edition (Aiijbn). [a. F. edition , ad. L. edition - 
em, f. edere to put forth, publish ; see Edit.] 

fl. The action of putting forth, or making public; 
publication. Obs. 

2551 Records Pathw. Knowl. Ep. to King, Desiring your 
grace not so muche to beholde the simplenes of the woorke 
..as to fauour the edition thereof. 1577 tr, B u Hinged s 
Decades (1592) 211 Touching y e proclamation or first edition 
of the ten Commaundements. 1612 Speed Hist. Gt. Brit. 
ix. xix. (1632) 929 The said pretensed marriage was made 
. .without edition of banes. 1639 A. Loveday in R. Love- 
day's Lett. To Rdr., So tender was I of his honour in 
edition of his labours. 1663 J. Spencer Prodigies (1665) 
Pref., God never saw it necessary . . to correct and amend 
any thing in tliis great Volume of the Creation, since the 
first edition thereof. 

+ 2. The action of producing, or bringing into 
existence ; hence, birth, creation (of orders of 
knighthood, etc.), extraction, origin. Obs. 

1599 Sandys Enropae Spec. (1632) 147 The great States 
of Italy . . are loth to have their Pope of a Spanish edition. 
2607 Chapman Bussy D'Amb. Plays 1873 II. 17 The Duke 
mistakes him (on my life, for some knight of the new edi- 
tion. 2613 Crooke Body of Man 332 The Birth . . we define 
to be an Edition or bringing into the world of an infant. 
2636 Earl Monm. Advt.fr. P amass. 2x1 Barons of late 
edition. 1677 Hale Prim. Orig. Man n. iv. 251 Conse- 
quently the World . . is of a far later Edition than Eternity, 
fb. Kind, species; fashion, ‘ stamp’. Obs. 

a 1625 Fletcher Nice Val. 1. i. It kisses the forefinger 
still : which is the last edition. 2632 Brome North Lasse 
n. iv. Wks. 1873 III. 33 A large window, one of the last 
Edition. 1640 J, Ley Patterne of Pietie 155 The Saints of 
the old edition. 1646 H. Lawrence Communion with 
Angels 93 His condition, his spirit and his worke were all 
of a lowe and humble edition. 

3. concr. a. One of the differing forms in which 
a literary work (or a collection of works) is pub- 
lished, either by the author himself, or by subse- 
quent editors, b. An impression, or issue in print, 
of a book, pamphlet, etc. ; the whole number of 
copies printed from the same set of types and 
issued at the same time. 

In the case of printed works the meanings a and b are 
often coincident ; but an * edition ’ (sense a' of a classic or 
the like, with a corrected text and critical or illustrative 
matter, being in a sense an independent work, may go 
through several ‘ editions ’ (sense b ). It is awkward to speak 
of, e.g. ‘the second edition of Campbell’s edition of Plato’s 
Thesetetus ' ; but existing usage affords no satisfactory sub- 
stitute for this inconvenient mode of expression. To say ‘the 
second impression ’ would now imply an unaltered reprint. 
The word is sometimes used in a narrower sense than that 
of the definition of b : thus a ‘large paper edition’ may 
be printed from the same type as, and issued^ simultaneously 
with, an * edition ’ on small paper ; but it is also usual to 
say ‘ 200 copies of this edition are on large paper Y 
_ [1553 Robinson tx. More's Utop. (ed. 2>.Aiij b, I haue now 
in this seconde edition taken about it such paines.] 1570 
Foxe A. $ M. (ed. 2) 1885 Although sufficient relation be 
made before in our former edition to be seene, pag. 1277. 
1607 Sir W. Vaughan Directions for Health (title page). 
The third Edition. 2624 Gataker Transubsf. 104 Their 
severall Editions . .so chopped and changed. x662Stillingfl. 
Orig. Sacr. 1. vi, § 1 He might make use of the Edition of 
Causinus. 1703 De Foe True-born Eng. Expl. Pref., I 
have mended some faults in this Edition. 2722 Addison 
Sped. No. 470 f 1 Upon examining the new Edition of a 
Classick Author. 1782 PRIESTLEY Corrupt Chr. I. Pref. 21 
There are different editions of many of the authors , . I have 
quoted. *807 M. Baillie Morb. Anat. Pref. 22 In, prepar- 
ing this Third Edition for the press. 1838-9 Hallam Hist. 
Lit. 1 . 1. iv. § 63 Above 60 editions of the Orlando Furioso 
were published in the 16th century. 2845 Stephen Laws 
Eng.l. 285 [King John’s] charter was finally altered, in its 
last edition, by Henry the third. Mod. The latest edition 
of this evenings paper. 

b. fig. 

2828 Steuart Planted s G. 52 Boutcher had another plan 
. . for removing Trees . . it is a better edition of Lord Fitz- 
harding’s system. 2856 in Century Mag. (1887) May 95/2 
We cannot hazard a second edition of imbecility. 

+ Edi'tion, v. Obs. rare^ 1 . [f. the sb.] tram. 
To make an edition of; to issue, publish. 

1716 M. Davies A then. Brit. iii. 4 The Jesuit Petavxus’s 
Chronological Tables were edition’d. . 

Hence + Edrtioner. Obs. rare. « Editor. 

a 1646 J. G[regory] Maps <§• Charts, Posth. (1650)321 That 
necessarie Guide, added to a little, but not much aug- 
mented, by the late Editioner. 2638 W. Burton I tin. Anton. 
18 You have there BovfiovCav, which the dexterity of the 
Editioner, or Interpreter hath turned into Bopfioviav. 

Editor (e’ditaj). [a. L. editor : see Edit, Edi- 
tion.] One who edits. 

fl. The publisher of a book (cf. Fr. Sditeuf). 

2649 Bp. Hall Cases Cansc. 1. v. (1650) 33 Otherwise some 
Interloper may perhaps underhand fall upon the work at a 
lower rate, and undoe the first editor. 

2. One who prepares the literary work of another 


person, or number of persons for publication, by 
selecting, revising, and Arranging the material ; 
also, one who prepares an edition oi any literary 
work. 

2712 Addison Sped. No. 470 ? 1 When a different Read- 
ing gives us . . a new Elegance in an Author, the Editor 
does very well in taking Notice of it. 2735 Pope Rotes 
on Shaks. t J. , This nonsense got into all the editions by a 
mistake of the stage editors, 1748 Anson Voy. Introd., 
The Editors of a new variation-chart . . have . , been misled 
by an erroneous analogy. 1831 J. Davies Manual Nat. 
Med. Introd., The Editor conceives that the plan laid down 
here is, etc. 1863 Burton Bk. limiter 302 The editors of 
dub books are not mere dreary drudges. , . _ , 

3 . esp. One who conducts a newspaper or peri- 
odical publication. 

2803 G. Rose Diaries (i860) II. xix The Editor of the True 
Briton . 1823 Cobbett Rur. Rides 146 This blunder-headed 
editor of Bells Messenger. 1874 Morley Compromise (1886) 
248 The editor of the daily newspaper. 

4 . Antiq . [L. editor ludoruml\ The exhibitor 
(of Roman public games). 

2880 L. Wallace Ben-hur v. x. (1884) 283, I have here 
the notice of the editor of the games, just issued. 

Hence IS ditor v. tram., to treat (a person or 
work) as an editor does. B ditored ppl. a ., pro- 
vided or furnished with an editor. 3 S*&itore:ss 
= Editress. 2S*ditorless a., without an editor. 

1826 Blackw. Mag. XIX. 335 Some laggardly editorless, or 
ten editor'd periodical. 1836 Ibid. XL. 766 Lady Blessing- 
ton is registered . . editoress of half-a-score of books. 1883 
Trollope Autobiog. II. 123 Twoor three literary gentlemen 
by whom to have had myself editored. 

Editorial (editda-rial), a. and sb. [f. prec. + 

-(I)AL.J 

A. adj. Of or pertaining to an editor ; proper 
to, or characteristic of, an editor. 

1744 Akenside Let . in Poems (1845), 30 He has intirely 
dedicated himself to . . editorial criticism. 1794 Parr in 
Brit. Critic Feb. T.), Lambin . . and Heyne also . . seem to 
have considered it as part of their editorial duty, etc. 2850 
Carlyle Latter-d. Pamph. iv. (1872) 117 In spite of edi- 
torial prophecy. 2837 Dickens Pickw. (1847 ) 234/2 Bless 
our editorial heart. 

B. sb. A newspaper article written by, or under 
the responsibility of, the editor; a ‘leader’. 

2864 Spectator 539 Mr. Bennett, .thinks that/ an editorial' 
is the highest style of composition known. 1866 Mrs. Stowe 
Lit. Foxes 14 To set up the editorial of a _ morning paper. 
1883 Harper's Mag. Mar. 601/1 The Daily Proteus sent 
Jack twenty dollars .. for two editorials. 2887 Pall Mall 
G. 25 Oct. 12/1 Finely worded editorials. 

Hence Editorially adv., in an editorial manner 
or capacity ; as an editor does, t Edito xialsMp 
= Editorship. 

1818 Blackw. Mag. III. 142 You are editorially exonerated. 
2826 J. Gilchrist Lecture 34 During his Editorialship he 
must have been a kind of Consul or Dictator in the Re- 
public of Letters. 1883 Harped s Mag. Oct. 789/2 She 
wrote editorially for a London paper. 2883 Munch. Exam. 
14 Apr. 8/6 The anticipations which . . you ventured edi- 
torially to give expression to, 

E ditorship, [f. Editor + -ship.] a. The 
duties, functions, and office of an editor, b. The 
tenure of that office, c. Editorial superintendence. 

1782 Tyers Hist. Rhaps. on Pope 14 (T.) The editorship 
of Shakespeare . . Pope afterward undertook. 2822 Examiner 
28 Dec. 832/1 Captain Benjafield, who was formerly Editor 
of the Morning Post, has been charged .. with obtaining, 
during that editorship, an annuity. 1813-40 W. Gifford 
Massingeds Wks. (1840), 447/2 If, such portentous lines as 
these may be introduced without reason, and without au- 
thority, there is an end of all editorship. 2882 Pebody 
Eng. journalism xix. 144 The Daily Telegraph, under the 
editorship of Mr. Edwin Arnold. 

Editress (e-ditres). £f. Editor + -ess.] A 
female editor. 

1799 W. Taylor in Robberds Mem. I. 286 The. editress . . 
has inserted the French letter to Anquetil du Perron. 2826 
Gent l . Mag. Sept. 244/1 The fair Editress has got up this 
work judiciously and tastefully. 2884 Bazaar 27 Dec. 648/1 
The editress of this volume, .is herself an authoress. 

+ Edrtuate v. Obs. nonce-wd. [f. L. seditudt-, 
ppl. stem of xdituari, f. wditu-us, transl. veo. w6po? 
‘temple-keeper’ in Acts xix. 35, where the ‘ town- 
clerk ’ of Ephesus speaks of that city as ‘ temple- 
keeper’ (A.V. ‘worshipper’) of Diana,] (See quot.) 

1646 J. G[regory] Notes <$• Obs. x. (2684) 49 The Devotion 
whereof could not but move the City [Ephesus] . . to affect 
the Dignity and Title of the Newxopo?, to aedjtuate such a 
piece of Divine Office. 2732 in Coles. 2775 in Ash. 2828 
m Todd ; and in mod. Diets. 

t E dlen. Obs. [OE. edlian, f. Ed- + OE. Uan 
reward ; cf. OHG. itldn of same meaning.] Reward. 

£888 K. /Elfrbd Boeth. iii. § 4 teet edlean )>9 bu . . gehete. 
c 2175 Lamb. Horn. 203 ForSon biS pt less© his edlen J>ere 
"dede. ( 

f Edmede, sb. Obs. Forms : 1 6adm€du, 3 
sed-, alS-, seftmede. [OE. iad-, lapmldu, abstr. f. 
Sad-, iapmSd, Edmod. (OE. Sadmedu = QS. Sdmddi, 
OHG. btmuoti ; OE. eapmSdu == OS. bdmuodi, 
OHG. Sdmuoti.)] Gentleness, humility. 

CioooAgs. Ps. cxviiifxix]. 92 jiaet ic on minum eadmedum 
eall forwurde. £2205 Lay. 2x866 ^eomden Arbures griS 
& his abmeden. Ibid. 10013 burh his sebmeden. 

t E dmede, a. Obs. [OE, Sadmide , SapmSde , f. 
Edmod a. (OE. Sadmide = OS. 6dm6di, OHG. 
dtmuoti ; OE. SapmSde ~OHG. Sdhmdti.] Humble. 
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c xooo Ags. Ps. cxv. i [cxvi, xo](Gr.) Xc eom eadmede swibe. 
€ 1175 Lamb. Bom. 115 j?e edmeda riche . , mei beon godes 
wrecche. 

FE’dmod, a. 06s. ; also eadmod, edmeod, 
seddmod, admod, atJmod. [OE. eadmSd, phonetic 
variant of eapmod, f. eape, Eath + mod Mood ; the 
exact equivalent (type *aupii-mbdo-) does not occur 
in continental Teutonic, but the derivatives in 
-mddjo- ( = Edmede a.) and in -mddin- ( « Edmede 
s6.) are found with forms parallel to the OE. dap-, 
Sad- ; see Edmede ^ andtz.J Gentle, humble, meek. 

c iqco Ags. Gosp. Matt. xi. 29 Xc eom bilwite and eadmod 
on heortan. c 1175 Lamb . Horn. 5 pes we ahte to beon 
he edmoddre, Ibid. 113 Drihten .. 3eue$ pan edmeodan 
strein)>e. £1200 Ormin 10837 ACddmod allse cullfre. cxzoo 
Trin. Coll. Horn. 89 Ich am milde and admod on herte. 
r 1205 Lay. 25571 path pine aft mode [t'1275 edmode] will 
.. let bu misweuen to selpen iturnen, a 1225 Auer, R. 
276 3if pa wilt beon edmod, penc euer hwat pe wonted of 
holinesse. c 1275 Lay. 23255 Woweyn was edmod. 

Hence B'dmodi a. [cf. OHG. blmuatig ; see -y] 
= Edmod. Edmodiea v. tram., to humble. 
Bdmoded pp l. a ., meek. E*dmodle 3 c [see -lock], 
humility, gentleness. E'dmodliclie adv. [see 
-ly^J , humbly, meekly. Edmodness [see -ness] , 
gentleness, humility, meekness. 

c888 K. JSlfred Booth, xii, Crist eardaS on pasre dene 
eadmodnesse. 01x75 Cott. Horn. 221 Mid aslra eedmod- 
nisse . . Jearnian mid admodnisse. Ibid. 237 His admoded 
deaS ofer com . and fordede ure sori^e and ^elice dea' 5 . 
£1x75 Lamb. Horn. 17 Crist .. eadmode hine seolfne pet he 
wes iboren of ure lefdi. Ibid. 89 Cristes apostles weren 
wuniende edmodliche on heore ibeoden on ane upflore. 
c xzoo Ormin 17649 Forr to berrghen aiddmodlb j^e werelld 
purrh hiss are. Ibid. 19297 Full off bape, off millce, oft 
are, off aeddmodlevjc. a 1225 Auer. R. 94 pe anui pet heo 
her uor his luue edmodliche polled. Ibid. 130 Heo hoIdeS 
. . pet heaued lowe puruh milde edmodnesse. 1 bid. 246 pe 
edmodies monnes bonen purled pe weolcne. Ibid. 278 
MakieS edmod [T. C. eadmodieS] our heorte. 

Edness, variant form of Badness, Ohs. 

+ Edo*ceate, v. 06s. [incorrectly f. L. edoce- 
re }' -ate tL] trans. To teach, 

1623 Cockeram 11, To teach, Edoceate. 
t B’docke. Ohs. [OE. da-docca , f. Ea water, 
river + Dock.] Some broad-leaved water-plant; 
?the Clote or Yellow Water-lily ( Nuphar luteal). 

c 1000 ^Elfric Gloss, in Wr.-W iilcker 1 36 Nimphea, eadocca. 
ax^jSinon. Barthol. (Anecd. Oxon.) 28 Lilinm aquaticum, 
an edocke ; flos ejus nenufar. a 1450 A Ipkita (Anecd. Oxon.) 

? 4 Lappacium Aquaticum. . angl. waterdokke uel edokke. 
1884 Holland Cheshire Gloss. ;E. D. S.) Eddick, the bur 
Or burdock (Ardium Lappa); also Errick.] 

t Indoctrinate, v. Obs. rare— [f. E- 4 -Doc- 
T hi nate.] trans. To teach thoroughly, train. 

1625 Shirley Love- tricks in. v, In what kind of comple- 
ment please you, venerable sir, to be edoctrinated? 
tEdO'd, int. Obs. rare— 1 . Variant of Adod. 
1694 Echard Plautus 92 Edod, I thought the remem- 
brance o' your last wife had frighted you from matrimony. 

Bdoes, variant of Eddoes. 
t EdO'mic, a. Obs. rare— 1 . In 7 -ique. [f. 
Edom , another name for Esau + -ic.] (See quot.) 

1659 R. Gell Amendm. Last Eng". Bible 296 Even the 
Edomique nature, the animalis homo who wrongs his brother 
the spiritual & heavenly man. 

E'domitish., CL. [f. Edomite inhabitant of 
Edom 4 - -ISH.] Pertaining to Edom ; characteristic 
of the Edomites. In 17 th c. sometimes used allu- 
sively with reference to Ps. cxxxvii. 7 . 

1641 W. Hooke New Eng. Tears 6 A right Edomitish 
quality; for Edom rejoiced over the children of Judah, etc. 
1641 Milton Animadv. Wks. (1851) 240 This is a more 
Edomitish conceit than the former. 1645 — Colast . ibid. 
349 [ fob’s] Edomitish Freins. 

Edrlophthalmian (e:dri,pf>aedmian), a. and 
sb. [f. mod.JL. edriophthalma sb. pi. (irregularly 
f. Gr. (Spa seat + 6<p$aKp.-6s eye) *f -ian.] 

A. adj. Belonging to or resembling the Edri- 
ophthalma ^ or ‘sessile-eyed* Crustacea (including 
the Prawns, Shrimps, etc.) B. sb. An individual 
of that order. 

1877 Huxley Anat. /nv. An. vi. 369 The organisation of 
the Stomatopoda is more Edriophthalmian . . than Podoph- 
thalmian. 1835 6 Todd Cycl. Anat. I. 787/1 Several Edri- 
ophthalmians are also born before they have acquired the 
whole of their extremities. 

So 3E.*drioplitlia*lmotis, a. [see -ous.] 

*877 Huxley Anat. Inv. An. vi. 285 The head .. of an 
Insect, or Edriophthalmous Crustacean. 

Edropic, Sc. var. of Hydropic. 
f Edro’ppit, ppl. a. Sc. Obs. Variant of Hy- 
dropped, affected with dropsy. 

1536 Bellenden Cron. Scot. ix. xxl. (Jam.) His wambe 
throw immoderat voraextie was swolin as he had bene 
edroppit [instar kydropici inflatus\ 

Educability ie=di^kabrliti). [f. Educable a.; 
see -ity.] The quality of being educable ; capa- 
bility of being educated. 

1842 Chamb. Jml. 16 Apr. 97 Educability of Animals. 
<zx866 J. Grote Exam. Utilit. Philos, x , (1870) 169 The 
moral educability of man. 1874 Carpenter Ment. Phys. 1. 
ii. § 83 (1879) 89 Birds of the Parrot tribe are pre-eminent for 
their educability. 

Educable (e*di 2 /kab’l), a. [as if ad. L. *educa - 
bills, f. educa-re to educate.] Capable of being 
educated. 


X845 R. Hamilton Pop. Educ.viuSed. 2V178 Of educable 
age. 1879 Bain Education as Sci. iii. 24 In old age, when 
we cease to be educable in any fresh endowment, s886 
Sat. Rev. x May 590/x Tories will prove educable. 

t E*dueate, obs. and Sc. pa. pple, of next. 

1536 Act 27 Hen. VIII , xlii. in Oxf. § Camb. Enactm. 
xi Where yowth and goodwyttes be educate and norysshed. 
x86i Ramsay Rentin. v. ted. x8) 1x8 The hospital where 
Eppie was educate. 

Educate (e-di^k^t), >. [f. L. educat- ppl. 
stem of eduedre to rear, bring up (children, young 
animals), related to edit cere to lead forth (see 
Educe), which is sometimes used nearly in the 
same sense.] trans. or absol. 

1 1. To rear, bring up (children, animals) by 
supply of food and attention to physical wants. Obs. 

1607 Topsell Four-/. Beasts 229 The Epirotan & Siculian 
horses are not to be despised, if they were well bred & 
educated. 1651 Wittie tr. Primrose's Pop. Err. 292 A boy 
of a good habit of body, with large veines, well and freely 
educated. 1690 [see Educated]. i8r8 [see 2]. 

%. To bring up (young persons) from childhood, 
so as to form (their) habits, manners, intellectual 
and physical aptitudes. 

s6x8 Bolton Plortts 1. i. 3 Himselfe delighting in the 
Rivers and Mountaines, among which he had beene edu- 
cated. x8x8 Cruise Digest VI. 336 A devise . . to the intent 
that with the profits he should educate his daughter. 1839 
tr. Lamartine' s Trat. East 168/x The principal amongst 
them [Greeks] have their children educated in Hungary. 
1875 Jowett Plato (ed. 2) V. 40 The youth of a people 
should be educated in forms and strains of virtue. 


b. To instruct, provide schooling for (young 
persons). 

1588 Shaks. L.L. Z.v. I 84 Do you not educate youth 
at the Charg-house on the top of the Mountaine? 1863 
Mary Howitt tr. P\ Bremer's Greece I. i. 13 Iq has edu- 
cated, and it educates to this day, a great portion of the 
Athenian female youth of all classes. 1863 A. Tylor Educ. 
(§• Manuf. 40 It costs 8 d. per week to educate a child. 

3. To train (any person) so as to develop the in- 
tellectual and moral powers generally. 

1849 Kingsley Lett. 1x878) 1 . 198 In my eyes the question 
is not what to teach, but how to Educate. 1875 Jowett 
Plato (ed. 2) V. 120 Elder men, if they want to educate 
others, should begin by educating themselves. 1886 Pall 
Mall G. xo July 4/2 Our artists are not educated at all, 
they are only trained. 

4. To train, discipline (a person, a class of per- 
sons, a particular mental or physical faculty or 
organ), so as to develop some special aptitude, 
taste, or disposition. Const, to, also inf. 

1841-4 Emerson Ess. Hist. Wks. (Bohn; 1 . 11 Andthehabit 
of supplying his own needs educates the body to wonderful 
performances. X847 — Refr. Mm. V. Shaks . ibid. I. 359 Our 
ears are educated to music by his rhythm. 1867 Disraeli 
in Scotsman 30 Oct., I had to prepare the mind of the 
country, and to educate,— if not too arrogant to use such a 
phrase,— our party. Mod. He is educating himself to eat 
tomatoes. 

b. To train (animals). 

1850 Lang Wand. India 2 No horses, except those edu- 
cated in India, would crawl into these holes cut out of the 
earth and rock. 1856 Kane A ret. Expl. I. xxix. 389 The 
dogs of Smith’s Sound are educated more thoroughly than 
any of their more southern brethren. 

Educated (e-diwk^ted), ppl. a. [f. Educate v. 
+-ed.] That has received education, mental or phy- 
sical ; instructed, trained, etc. ; see the vb. Often 
with an adverb prefixed, as half-, over-, well-. 

1670 R. Coke Disc. Trade 60 A Merchant better educated, 
and more conversant in Trade, may better understand it, 
than a Privy Counsellor, who is not so educated, and less 
conversant in it. 1690 B. E. Diet. Cant. Crew , Tender- 
pamel, a very nicely Educated creature, apt to catch Cold 
upon the least blast of Wind. 1845 Disraeli Sybil {1863) 
67 He was over-educated for his intellect. 1855 Macaulay 
Hist. Eng. III. 320 Lochiel . . might indeed have seemed 
ignorant to educated and travelled Englishmen. 1882 J. 
H. Blunt Ref. Ch. Eng. II. 41 x But the Puritans were 
neither educated nor reverent. 2887 E. Berdoe St. Ber- 
nards 168 Every half-educated . .young man. 

b. transf. Carefully tended, trained into shape. 
1842 Tennyson E. Morris 131 Slight Sir Robert with his 
watery smile And educated whisker, 
f B. as sb. The person educated. 

1673 0 . Walker Education 2x3 It concerns. .Parents and 
Educators to see that the educated converse as much as 
may be with his. . superior. Ibid 107 It will be the Teachers 
care and Educateds endeavour. 

E:dueatee\ nonce-wd. [f. Educate v. + -ee.] 
One who is subjected to the process of education. 

x8x$ T. Peacock Nightmare Ab. 144 It is the only piece 
of academical learning that the finished educatee retains. 
i&Sj Sat, Review III. £3/2 It is not enough for the educator 
to pour fact after fact into the educatee. 

Educating, ppL a. £f. Educate + -ing b] 
That educates. 

1856 Masson Chatterton 11. iii. (1874) x66 0 month of June, 
X770 ! and is this the kind of educating circumstance you 
provide for Chatterton? 

Education (edi«k^-j9n). [ad. L. eduedtidn-em , 
f. eduedre ; see Educate v. and -tion.] 

1 1. The process of nourishing or rearing a child 
or young person, an animal. Obs. 

1540 T. Raynalde Birth Mankynde C iij, The education 
..of infantes at this tyme [1 year old]. 1542 Boorde 
Dyetary x\i. (1870) 271 Beefe .. doth make an Englysshe 
man stronge, the educacion of hym with it consyderyd. 
1651 Wittie tr. Primrose's Pop. Err. 185 The people doe 
erre much about the education of children . . I have seen 


some frequently give to their children . . strong Beere 
Lovell Hist. Anim. 4- Min. 72 They [harts] delight in 
woods, and places of their first education. 

b. spec, [after Fr.] The rearing of silkworms ; 
concr., a number of silkworms reared at one time.* 
x888 E. A. Butler Silkworms 56 For large ‘ educations*’ 
a room is fitted with shelves. 

2. The process of ‘ bringing up ’ (young persons) ; 
the manner in which a person has been ‘ brought 
up’; with reference to social station, kind of man- 
ners and habits acquired, calling or employment 
prepared for, etc. Obs. exc. with notion of 3 . 

1531 Elyot Gov. 1. ii. (1883' I. 24 In the fyrste [volume] 
shall be comprehended the beste forme of education or 
bringing up of noble children. 1593 Hooker Reel, Pol. 1 
vi, Education and instruction are the meanes . . to make 
our naturall faculty of reason . . better. 1596 Shaks, Tam. 
Shr . Induct, ii. 20, I Christopher Slie.. by education a 
Cardmaker. 1624 Capt. Smith Virginia 1, xo Their . , 
handy crafts, and educations, are much like them in that 
part of Virginia we now inhabite. 1644 Milton Educ . Wks. 
(1847) 99/2 A complete and generous education . . fits a man 
to perform . . all the offices. .of peace and war. 
fig. 1647 Clarendon Hist. Red. vn. 1x703) II. 206 He 
Begot many opinions, and motions, the Education whereof 
he committed to other Men. 

3. The systematic instruction, schooling or train- 
ing given to the ypung in preparation for the work 
of life ; by extension, similar instruction or train- 
ing obtained in adult age. Also, the whole course 
of scholastic instruction which a person has re- 
ceived. Often with limiting words denoting the 
nature or the predominant subject of the instruc- 
tion or kind of life for which it prepares, as classical, 
legal, medical , technical, commercial, art education. 

x6x6 Brinsley Lud. Lit. 10 It much corrcerneth every parent 
to see their children to have the best education and instruc- 
tion. 1670 R. Coke Disc. Trade 71 Education in Geometry 
and Numbers. 1748 Gray Comment Educ. 4- Govt. Wks. 
1836 1 . 152 The principal drift of education should be to make 
men think in the northern climates, and act in the southern. 
X795 Burke Corr. ( 1844) IV. 299 If you consent to put your 
clerical education^ or any other part of your education, 
under their direction or control. x8ox Strutt Sports ty 
Past. 1. i. 3 As early as the ninth century . . hunting con- 
stituted an essential part of the education of a young noble- 
man. 1809 Syd. Smith Wks. 11859) I. 183/2 Education gives 
fecundity of thought . . quickness, vigour, fancy, words, 
images, and illustrations. x8xa J. Henry Camp. agst. 
Quebec 123 Many of our sergeants were, with good educa- 
tions, substantial freeholders in our own country. 1S62 Sir 
B. Brodie Psychol. Inq. II. ii. 73 Hours of relaxation truly 
[are] as necessary a part of education as hours of study. 

b. The training of animals. 

1538 Starkey England 189 Theyr haukys and theyr 
houndys, of whose educatyon they have grete care. 1618 
Latham 2 nd Bk. Falconry (1 633) X47 By which means with 
her naturall education together, she wil be as perfect in 
knowledge of the countrey, as the wilde Haggard her 
naturall damme that bred her. 

C. fig- 

1832 Ht. Martineau Ireland iii, 52 There is another 
kind of education always going forwards . . the education 
of circumstances. x86o Temple in Essays 4- Reviews 1 The 
education of the world. 

4. [From sense 3 , influenced by sense 2 and 
sometimes by the quasi-etymological notion ‘draw- 
ing out’.] Culture or development of powers, 
formation of character, as contrasted with the im- 
parting of mere knowledge or skill. Often with 
limiting word, as intellectual, moral \ physical. 

i860 Mill Repr. Govt. (1865) 66/2 Among the foremost 
benefits of free government is that education of the intelli- 
gence and of the sentiments. x868 Rogers Pol. Econ. x. 
(ed. 3) 1 16 It confounds education with the knowledge of 
facts, whereas it really is the possession of method. 1871 
Figure Training 37 The .. training and education of the 
figure. 1872 Morley Voltaire (1886) 45 The Jesuits’ 
devotion to intellectual education. # 1875 H. E. Manning 
Mission H. Ghost x iii. 377 Education is the formation of 
the whole man — intellect . . character, mind, and soul. 

5. attrib. and Comb. 

1662 Glanvill Lux Orient . (1682) Pref. 22 These prepos- 
sest discerners presently conclude everything that is .. of 
another stamp from their Education-receptions, false and 
ridiculous. 1794 Mathias Purs. Lit. (1798) 218 The un- 
fortunate Education Sermon, which Bishop Hurd happened 
to dislike. 1824 Miss Mitford Village 1. (1863) 151 The 
young ladies .. who . . had trodden the education-mill till 
they, .had lost sense in sound, and ideas in words. 1858 
Holland Titcomb’s Lett. i. 17 The Education Society, and 
kindred organizations. 1872 Ruskin Fors II. xvii. 5 Listen 
to this, you cheap education-mongers. 

Educa tionable, a. rare. [f. prec. + -able.] 
Capable of receiving education. 

1859 I. Taylor Essays 248 The educationable classes of 
our Indian subjects. 

Educational (edi«k^-Jbnal), a. [f. prec.+-AL.] 
F 1. Due to, or arising from, education. Obs. 
1652 Gaule Magastrom . 30 The educational! and pro- 
fessional! are to be . . accounted for national} sinnes. 1790 
Cath. Graham Lett. Educ. 212 Every love intrigue, .must 
naturally tend to debase the female mind, from its violence 
to educational impressions. 1815 Ashbel Green Report 
287 Opinions which interfered with his educational creed. 

2. Of or pertaining to education ; concerned with 
education. 

1831 Carlyle Sart. Res. n. xi, Is there not an everlasting 
demand for Intellect in the. .political, or religious, educa- 
tional, commercial departments. 1837 Bulwer Athens II. 
413 Much of his [Pythagoras] educational discipline . . 
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bearfsl ah evident affinity to the old Cretan . . institutions. 
1840 Mill Diss. y Disc. 1859) II. 192 The regeneration 
..of our educational institutions is an object of more 
urgency. 1876 Grant Burgh Sch. Scot/. Pref. 5 The history 
of educational progress in any country, can hardly fail to 
be interesting to the historian. 

Hence Educa tionally adv., with reference to 
education ; from an educational point of view. 

1845 R. Hamilton Pop. Educ . viii. (ed. 2) 196 Educa- 
tionally considered, the sister isle is not an ignorant country. 
i88x Atlantic Monthly XLVII. 296 Educationally he has 
been of service to us, and merits our thanks. 1886 Durham 
Univ. Jrnl. 20 Feb. 3 The Durham course is educationally 
better than what a Theological College is able to offer. 

Educationalist, [f. prec. + -ist.] One who 
makes a study of the science or methods of educa- 
tion; an advocate of education. 

1857 Toulm. Smith Parish 498 The real philanthropist 
and educationalist of our day. 1869 A. J. Ellis E. E. 
Pronunc. 1. iv, § 3. 314 note, T. W. Hill . . a well-known 
orthoepist and educationalist. 

Educationally, a. [f. Education + -ary.] 
Concerned with education. 

1879 C. R. Smith Addr. Strood Elocut Class 5 Founders 
of educationary Clubs, .have overlooked Literature. 

Educationist, [f. as prec. + -ist.] = Educa- 
tionalist. 

1829 Blackiv. Mag. XXV. 130 The sensitive educationists 
of this thin-skinned age. 1876 Grant Burgh Sch. Scot l . 
il v. 209 Educationists have written for and against the 
system of giving school prizes. 

E’ducationize, v- rare. [f. as prec. 4 -ize.] 
To subject to education, absol. in quot. Hence 
E-ducationized ppl. a. 

1835 T ait's Mag, II. 405 Lord Brougham's attempts to 
educationize, without teaching religion or morals. Ibid. 
406 The. .religiously educationized portions of the public. 

Educative (e’diz/k<?tiv), a. [f. L. educate ppl. 
stem of educare (see Educate) + -ive.] 

1. Of or pertaining to education. 

1856 Froude Hist. Eng. (1858) I. i. 52 The educative 
theory . . was simple but effective. 1885 Manch. Exam. 
10 Sept. 4/7 During the educative process. 

2. That has the power of educating ; bearing 
upon or conducive to education. 

1844 Emerson Ess. Experience , The plays of children 
are nonsense, but very educative nonsense. 1869 M. 
Pattison Serm. (1885) 192 Theology affords the materials 
of a true and a truly educative knowledge.^ 1872 M. Col- 
lins 2 Plunges for Pearl I. ix. 198 Educative endowments 
..designed for both sexes. 1881 Nature XXIV. 161 Sug- 
gestions ., towards maxing our schools healthy, .and educa- 
tive centres. 

Educator (e’diz^kritoi). [a. L. educator , agent- 
noun f. educare ; see Educate v.] 

fl- He who or that which nourishes or rears 
physically. 06s. 

1566 Painter Pal. Pleas I. 43 [The female breast] that 
most sacred fountaiue of the body, the educatour of man- 
kinde. 

2. One who or that which educates, trains, or 
instructs. 

1673 [see Educated RJ. 1735 Berkeley Querist § 203 
Wks. 1871 III. 372 Modern educators of youth. 1839 C. 
Barker Assoc. Princ. Mid. Ages i. 9 They were . . educa- 
tors of the poor in their schools. 1875 Jowett Plato (ed. 2) 
IV. 276 Language . . is the greatest educator of mankind. 
1885 M conch. Exam. 10 Sept. 5/4 Lord Randolph Churchill, 
who is the guide and educator of his party. 

Educatory (e'diz^k^tari), a. [f. educ at- ppl. 
stem of educare + -ory.] That has an educating 
influence. 

1845 R. Hamilton Pop. Educ. yi, (ed. 2] 137 That educa- 
tory regimen of which Scripture is the rule and end. 1878 
Mozley Rul. Ideas ii. 53 The ideas which His own educa- 
tory providence has since instilled. 

Educatress (e-diz/k^tres). [f. Educator + 
-ess.] A female educator. 

1805 Ann. Rev. III. 544 This supposedly exemplary 
mother too was the educatress of Caligula. 1815 Monthly 
Rev, LXXVI. 500 Hospitality will become the educatress 
of the human race. 

Educe (/dizrs). [ad. L. educ ere, f. e out 4 
ducere to lead.] 

fl, pass. To be led forth, branch out (said of 
a river, a blood-vessel). Obs. 

1432-50 tr. Higden (1865) I. 69 The firste floode .. the 
invndacion of whom is educede in to Ynde. 1578 Banister 
Hist. Man vn. 93 Where the vessels are inserted and 
educed. 

Med. To draw forth so as to remove. Obs. 

a 1617 Bayne On Epk. (1658) 140 Medicine will . . work 
on the sicknesse, and educe it. 1658 J. Robinson Eudoxa 
ix. 50 Warm Water . . doth, as an emetick vehicle, often 
educe superfluous and putrid humours. 

3. To bring out, elicit, develop, from a condi- 
tion of latent, rudimentary, or merely potential 
existence. 

1603 Sir C. Heydon Jud. Astrol. vii. 187 The Heauens 
are efficients, which educe the forme out of the matter 
of the come. 1612-5 Bp. Hall Contempt, xix. vii, He 
educeth warmth out of that corps. 0x652 J. Smith 
Sel, Disc. x. iii. (1856) 475 Hell is not so much induced, 
as educed out of men's filthy lusts and passions. 1669 
Gale Crt. Gentiles 1. iii. iii. 42 Chaos was that ancient 
slime, out of which al things were educed. 1781 Cowper 
Hope 155 [Hope] has the wondrous virtue to educe From 
emptiness itself a real use. x8x6 Coleridge Lay Serm. 
^28 Education — consists in educing the faculties and form- 
ing the habits. 1840 Carlyle Heroes (1858) 356 Given 


a world of Knaves, to educe an Honesty From their united 
action. 1836-7 Sir W. Hamilton Metaph. (1877} I. vi.105 
Anaximenes found the original Element in air, from which, 
by rarefaction and condensation he educed existences. 

b. Chem. To disengage (a substance) from a 
compound in which it already existed ready formed ; 
contrasted with produce. Cf. Educt sb. 

2805 Hatchett in Phil. Trans . XCV. 312 note , Educed 
by the action of the nitric acid on the original principles of 
the dragon’s blood. 

e. To draw forth, elicit (a principle, the result 
of a calculation, etc.) from the data. 

2836-7 Sir W. Hamilton Meiaph. xxxviii. (1870^ II. 353 
Notions . . which we educe from experience, and build up 
through generalisation. 2873 Blackie Four Phases 1. 101 
From the careful comparison of facts to educe laws. 288a 
Kinglake Crimea VI. viii. 181 A Statist will quickly educe 
what he calls the ‘percentages’. 

4 . To evoke, give rise to (actions, manifesta- 
tions, etc.). 

1879 Farrar St. Patti I, IntrocL. 8 The circumstances 
which educed his statements of doctrine. 

Hence Edu cement, the action or process of 
drawing out or developing. Educible a., that 
can or may be educed. Edirciug 1 vbl. sb., the 
action of the verb Educe ; a bringing out or 
drawing forth. 

1665 Glanvill Seeps. Set. xviii, By educing, the affirmers 
only mean a producing. 1677 Gale Crt. Gentiles II. iv. 
357 Faith is natural, i e. educible out of the potence of 
corrupt nature. 1678 Cudworth Intell. Syst. 1. iii. § 31. 
137 All manner of life .. is .. educible out of nothing and 
reducible to nothing again. 1842 H. E. Manning Serm . 
(1848 I. xvi. 237 The educing of a new creation out of the old. 
x868 Contemp, Rev. VIII. 632 The new impulses it minis- 
tered to the educement of the individual consciousness. 

Educt ,rd»kt). [ad. L. eductiun, neut. pa. pple. 
of educ ere to Educe.] That which is educed. 

1 . Chem . ( A body separated by the decomposi- 
tion of another in which it previously existed as 
such, in contradistinction to product, which denotes 
a compound not previously existing, but formed 
during the decomposition ’ (Watts f)ict. Chem.). 

1799 Kirwan Geol. Ess. 197 To form an idea of the com- 
position of this stone . . we must consider the educts of its 
analysis. 1805 Hatchett in Phil. 7 'rans. XCV. 299 In 
the first experiment it was obtained as a product, and not 
as an educt. Ibid. 312 note , Consequently the latter .. is 
considered as an original ingredient or educt 1875 H. 
Wood Therap. 11879) 628 The black coloring-matter of such 
urine is in all probability an educt from carbolic acid. 

2 . A result of inference or of development. 

x8i6 Coleridge Lay Serm. 321 In the Scriptures, they 
are the living educts of the imagination. 1857 Sir W. 
Hamilton Reid 784 All our Knowledge is an Educt from 
Experience. 2865 Reader 22 July 86/3 Throw revelation 
overboard, and its educt, natural theology . . must bear it 
company. 

t EcLirct, v. Obs. ra?‘e— x . [f. L. educt- ppl. stem 
of educere ; see prec.] trans. — Educe. 

1683 E. Hooker Pref. Pordages Mystic Div. 105 Educted, 
or brought forth out of the Womb of pure Nature. 
Eduction (zdzrkjhn). [ ad. L. eductidn-em , noun 
of action f. educere to lead forth.] 

1 1 . a. A leading forth or out. b. A putting 
forth (of the tongue). Obs. 

1649 Bulwer Patkomyot. 11. x. 233 This ironical! educ- 
tion of the Tongue. 1654 Trapp Comm, yob i. 13 Israel's 
eduction out of Egypt. 1655 T. Wall Char. Enemies of Ch. 
19 God ascribes their eduction from A£gypt. .unto Moses. 

+ 2 . Med Removal by drawing forth. Obs. 

3657 Tomlinson Renoti s Disp. 139 We need not suspect 
any harme by the eduction of some of them. 1684 tr. 
Bonet’s Merc. Compit. xiv, 493 The eduction of the Matter 
is hindred. 27x0 T. Fuller Pkarm . Extemp. 180 The 
true cure, .consists in the. .Eduction of. . Phlegm. 

3 . The action of drawing forth, eliciting, or 
developing from a state of latent, rudimentary, 
or potential existence; the action of educing 
(principles, results of calculation; from the data. 
Also concr , — Educt. 

1655 D. Capel Tentation 78 But the work [of sin] must 
begin at the inward eductions and motions of the will. 
2677 Hale Prim. Orig. Man. iv. ii. 295 This eduction .. 
of the Light should begin and be continued . . for the first 
three Days of the World. 1678 Phil. Trans. XII. 938 The 
most ancient Atheistick Hypothesis was the Eduction of 
all things, .out of Matter. 1686 Goad Celest. Bodies 1. ix. 
35 The Power of Matter, and Eduction therefrom, are 
meer Words, c 1840 Sir W. Hamilton Logic App. (1866) 
II. 257The logicians have, .limited reasoning, .to a mediate 
eduction of one proposition out of the correlation of two 
others. 1865 Masson Rec. Brit. Philos. 70 [Sensible ob- 
jects] are not the actual existences out of us, hut only 
. . eductions by our physiology out of a * something’. 

4 . The bringing on or occasioning (an event). 
Cf. Educe v. 4. rare . 

a 2806 K. White Rem. (2811) II. 280 We see . . men sedu- 
lously employed in the eduction of their own ruin. 

5 . Steam-engine, a. The exit of waste steam 
from the cylinder either to the condenser or into 
the atmosphere ; chiefly attrib as in eduction- 
pipe, -side, - steam , -valve ; but now almost en- 
tirely superseded by Exhaust, b. Short for 
eduction-valve. 

2782 W att Specif, of Patent No. 1322 The steam rushes 
into the eduction-pipe. 1829 R. Stuart Anecd. Steam 
Engines II. 374 g, g., Exhausting or eduction valves. 2835 
Sir J. Ross N.-W. Pass. ii. 14 Having led the steam from 


the eduction pipe. 1839 R. S, Robinson Naut. Steam Eng. 
102 The steam will be cut off.. but the eduction will re- 
main open. 2842 Scqtt Russell Steam Engine 201 The 
eduction valves, ports, and passages by which the steam 
enters the condenser. 1859 W. Rankine Steam Eng. (1861) 
486 An eduction valve . . to let the steam escape to the 
condenser. 

Eductive (Vdzrktiv), a. [f. L. educt- ppl. stem 
of educere to Educe 4 -ive.] 

fa. Med, Tending to draw out (obs.). b. Hav- 
ing the function of eliciting or developing. 

1657 Tomlinson Renoti s Disp. 165 Every humour .. hath 
its proper eductive Cathartick. 2667 Boyle Orig. Formes 
<$• Qua ! ., The power of Matter in reference to Forms is 
partly Eductive. 

Eductor (z'dtf'ktai). [a. L. eductor, agent-noun 
f. educere .] He who, or that which, educes. 

1794-6 E. Darwin Zoon. (1801 ) I. 84 A stimulus must be 
called an eductOr Of vital ether. 

Edulcorate (fdtrlkor/t), ppl. a. rare. [ad. L. 
edulcorat-us ; see next.] Softened, sweetened. 

1820 Bentham Packing (1821) 1x2 An excuse such as 
might have been expected to . . call forth sympathy and 
edulcorate feelings in the bosom even of the most obdurate 
Judge. 1819 H. Busk Dessert 459 Edulcorate juice from 
every clustering vine. 

Edulcorate (fdjp-lkor^t), v. [f. L. edulcorat - 
ppl. stem oi edulcorare , f. <?out 4 dtde-or sweetness.] 
T 1. To sweeten, make sweet. Obs. 
x66x Lovell Hist. Anim. Min. 4x5 Giving to the in- 
fants . . water of succory, endive, and violets edulcorated. 
2675 Evelyn Terra (2729) 51 Dung of Swine . . is said . . 
to edulcorate . . fruit so sensibly as to convert the bitterest 
Almond into sweet. 2710 T. Fuller P harm. Extemp. 60 
Strain off, and edulcorate with Sugar to make it palatable. 

2. To free from harsh and acrid properties ; to 
purify, soften. 

2642 French Distill, iii (1651) 75 Edulcorate it . . by 
boiling it in spirit of Vineger. 2684 tr. Bonet's Merc. 
Compit. m. 108 This Vinegar impregnated and edulcorated 
with the Lead. ^ 2763 Genii. Mag. 225 Experiments for 
edulcorating vicious train-oil 

3. Che?n. To free from soluble particles by agita- 
tion or trituration in water, or by washing on a 
filter. 

1669 W. Simpson ffydrol. Chem. 14 By evaporating the 
corrosive Menstrum, then edultorating [sic]. 1683 Salmon 
Dom. Med. Ixi. 320 Which you may edulcorate by many 
washings. 2754 Huxham in Phil. Trans. XLVIII. 858 
Let the salt be well washed off, and the mass well edulco- 
rated. _ 1832 G. Porter Porcelain $ Gl. 218 The silex which 
is precipitated by this means must then be edulcorated and 
dried. 2844 North Brit . Rev. II. 72 He might, .edulcorate 
the muriatic and fluoric radicals. 

Hence Edulcorated ppl. a. Edulcorating 
vbl. sb., ppl. a., softening, sweetening, purifying, 
Edulcoralion, the action or process of washing 
away particles soluble in water. 

2660 Character of Italy 83 We will allay the bitterness 
of this potion with the edulcorating ingredients of their 
virtues. 1718 Chamberlayne Relig. Philos. (1730) II. xxi. 
§ 27 This the Chymists call Edulcorating, that is to say, 
making sweet or fresh. 1758 Elaboratory laid Open 241 
The edulcoration may be sufficiently perfected by such an 
ablution. 1776 Phil. Trans. LXVL 609 A precipitation., 
after edulcoration and exsiccation, weighed forty-two grains. 
2782 Withering in Phil. Trans. LXXII. 332 The edul- 
corated powder was now perfectly white. 1805 Gregor 
ibid. XCV. 336 The last portion of edulcorating water 
dropped through the filter of an opalish hue. 2866 Griffin 
Chem. Handicraft (Heading of Chapter), Filtration, Perco- 
lation, Edulcoration. 

Edulcorator (zd^-lkorritAi). [f. as prec. 4 
-OR.J a. One who, or that which, edulcorates, 
b. ‘A term for a dropping-bottle or a wash- 
bottle’ (Syd. Soc . Lex.). 

1669 Worlidge Syst. Agric . (2681) 135 Swines Dung . » 
is supposed to be a great Edulcorator of Fruit, 
f E dule, ct. and sb. Obs. rare . [ad. L. edulis, 
f. ed-dre to eat.] = Edible A and B. 

1699 Evelyn Acetaria 1 Sallets . . are a Composition of 
Edule Plants and Roots of several kinds. Ibid. (1729) 168 
So many rare Edules unknown to the Ancients. 

So also Edulious a., in same sense, 

<22682 Sir T. Browne Tracts (1684) 23 Pease, beans, or 
such edulious pulses. Ibid. 63 And so, producing an edu- 
lious or esculent Fruit, is properly named Escuius. 

Edward (e’dwaid). [f. the proper name.] A 
coin of one of the Edwards : a. The * angel ’ of 
Edward IV, or the ‘ noble ’ of Edward III. b. 
Edward shovelboard , a broad shilling of Edward VI, 
frequently used in the game of Shovel-board. 

1598 Shaks. Merry W. 1. 1 158 Two Edward Shouel- 
boords, that cost me two shilling and two pence a peece. 
£28x7 Hogg Tales $ Sk. IV. 49 The golden Edward* 
with three holes in it, with which I presented my Mary. 

Edwardian (edwgudian), a. [f. as prec. -f 

-IAN.] 

1. Archil. Belonging to, or characteristic of, the 
reigns of the first three Edwards. 

1861 A. B. Hope Eng. Cathedr. xgfh C. ii. 65 A style 
.. transcendent in the combination of grace and majesty— 
the style of Edwardian England. 1884 Athen&nm 26 Aug. 
216/2 A. .splendid specimen of the concentric type of shell 
keeps typical of the Edwardian period. 

2. Belonging to the reign of Edward VI. In 
this sense also Edwa rdlne. 

2866 Littledalr Cath. Ritual Ch. Eng. 11 This enact- 
ment of the Edwardine ornament was renewed in 2662. 


EDWIT. ' 

*882-3 Schaff Relig. Encycl. I. 748 The Edwardian re- 
formers compiled the First Book of Edward. 

TE*dwit. Obs. Also 3 sedwit, edwyte. [OE. 
tdwit^ OS. edwit, Lips. Gloss. QHG. itawlr, 
(MHG. iteivlg), Goth, idweit :—OT eut. *eduwito-m, 
f. *edimit-an to reproach ; see Edwite v.\ Re- 
proach, rebuke, taunt ; taunting speech. 

Vesp. Psalter lxviii[ix]. 8 Foroon fore’ ' 5 e ic aber 
edwit. c 1000 Ags. Ps. lxviii[ix]. 9 Me eac fela pinra 
edwita on ^efeollon. c 1205 Lay. 5827 Heorten we haueden 
sare and u re cun sedwit auere mare. 1297 R. Glouc. 379 
He made hym somdel wroj?, Vor edwyt of hys grete wombe. 
r 1430 Hymns Virg. 124 (Matz.) Hytt was full grett dispyte 
So offte to make me edwyte. 

t EcLwi*te, v. Obs. Also 1 edwitan, 3 ead- 
witen. [OE. edwitan str. vb. OTeut. *edo-, edu- 
witan , not represented exc. in Eng. ; the OHG. 
itawfrjan (MHG. itewi^en), Goth, idweitjan wk. 
vbs., are f. the derived sb. *edowito{m Edwit), f. 
edo~, edu-, ~Eii- + wftan (OE. whan) to impute, 
blame. Cf. AtwitJ 

1 . trans. To taunt, blame, reproach. 

c8z$ Vesp. Psalter lxviii[ix]. 10 Edwit edwit endra 8e 
gefeollun ofer mee. a 1225 A tier . R. 212, & 3tf f?er is out to 
eadwiten. a 1300 Command w. in E. E. P. 1 18621 16 pat we 
ssold edwite is worpi wound. 1388 Wyclif Eccltts. xx. 15 
He schal edwite many thingis. c 1430 Hymns Virg. (1867 j 
70 To Conscience pel adwiten me. 

2 . To make (a thing) a subject of reproach to a 
person. Const, dat. or to. (Sometimes with obj. 
sentence instead of acc.) 

* C1230 Halt Meid. 37 We ne edwiten nawt wiues hare 
weanen. a 1240 S azotes Warde in Cott. Horn. 233 Ha wiS 
hokere: edwiteS ant up breide<$ euch an his sunnen. 1377 
Langl. P. PL B. v. 368 His [wif] gan edwite hym J?o How 
■wikkedlich he lyued. 1388 Wyclif Wisd. ii. 12 He vp* 
breidith [C. edwiteth] to vs the synnes of lawe. C1430 Stans 
Puer 28 in Babces Bk.(i&6&) 29 Be not to hasti upon breed 
to bite Lest men perof Do pee edwite. 

Hence Edwrting vbh sb., the action of reproach- 
ing or rebuking ; a rebuke, reproach. 

1388 Wyclif Wisd.v, x These, .we hadden. .intolicnesse of 
vphreidyng [ 67 . ether edwiting]. — Ecchis. xviii. 18 marg.. 
The resseyuere , . aschamed of edwitingis doon to him. 

Be, north, and esp. Sc. form of Eye, q.v. for the 
word and its compounds, ee-bree , ee-Zist, etc. 

; ’Be. Colloq. contraction for Ye. 

1775 Sheridan St. Pair. Day 1. i, Hark’ee lads, I must 
have no grumbling. 

~ee, suffix l , used in technical terms of Eng. law, 
was orig. an adaptation of the -/ of certain AF. 
pa. pples., which were used as sbs. The existence 
in legal AF. of pairs of correlative words like 
apelour Appellor, apclZ Appellee, seems to have 
led in the first place to the invention of words in 
-ee parallel to those agent-nouns in -or which 
had been adapted in legal use from AF. ; and 
subsequently the terminations - or and -ee were 
freely added to Eng. vb.-stems to form sbs., those 
in -or denoting the agent, and those in -ee the 
passive party, in such transactions as are the 
object of legislative provision. The derivatives 
in -ee, however, unlike the AF. participial sbs. 
after which they were modelled, have not usually 
a grammatically passive sense, but denote the 
‘ indirect object ’ of the vbs. from which they are 
derived. Thus vendee is the person to whom a 
sale is made, indorsee the person in whose favour 
a draft, etc. is indorsed, lessee the person to whom 
property is let. With still greater departure from 
the original function of the suffix, payee denotes 
the person who is entitled to be paid, whether he 
be actually paid or not. In a few cases the suffix 
has been appended, not to a verb-stem in Eng. or 
AF., but to a Latin ppl. stem etymologically re- 
lated to an Eng. sb., as in legatee, a person to 
whom a legacy has been bequeathed. 

2. The use, of this suffix in law terms has been 
freq. imitated in the formation of humorous (chiefly) 
nonce-words, as iestee, cuttee, educates , laugkee , 
sendee , denoting the personal object of the verbs 
from which they are formed. 

3. In a few words, as bargee, devotee, the suffix 
is employed app. arbitrarily. 

4. -ee also appears in the English spelling of cer- 
tain sbs, adopted from mod. F. ppl. sbs. in -Z, as 
debauchee , refugee. 

-ee, suffix of vague meaning and obscure 
Origin. In bootee , coatee, where it has a diminutive 
force, it may (though not very probably) be an 
altered form of -Y (in Sc. -ie). In other words, as 
goatee, settee, the analogies that may have given 
rise to the suffix are uncertain. 

t Eefe, a. Obs. [Corrupt f. Eath a.] Easy. 

1578 T. Proctor Gorg. Gallery G, It is as eefe a broker!, 
syve Should holde the dropping rayne. 

Eegrass (Lgras). died. Also 8 eagrass. [Of 
unknown etymology ; cf. WSom. eargrass (yai- 
gras) ‘the annual or biennial grasses sown upon 
arable land ’ (Elworthy).] = Eddish, Edgrow. 
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■ s 66 g WORLiDGE > SysL Agric. 61681.) . 325' Eddish . .. or 
Eegrass, the Grass that comes after- Mowing. 1725 
Bradley • Fam. Diet., Eddish,oAitx^vs^ called . . Eagrass. 
X844 W. Barnes Poems Rural Life. 256 An’ we’ve a-trod 
the sb.een.en bliade. Qv eegrass in the summer shiade, • 
B ®1 (zT). ■ Forms : 1 ml, eol, i~6 ele, 5-7 eele, 
6 Sc. eill* (g: sele, 6 ye(e)le, 7 yeel), 6- eel. 
[Com. Teut ; OE. del MD11. ael . (D.u. aal), 
OHG. M (Ger. aal), ON, Ml (Da. aal, Sw. &l) 
OTeut. *Mo-z. The . ultimate etymology is un- 
known; the’ hypothesis that the word .is cogn. 
with the. synonymous L. anguilla, Gr. %yx*^ vs 3 
untenable.] 

1 . a. The name of a genus {Anguilla) of soft- 
finned osseous fishes, strongly resembling snakes 
in external appearance. The best known species 
are the Common or Sharp-nosed Eel {A. anguilla ) 
found both in Europe and in America, and the 
Broad-nosed Eel or Grid (A-. latirostris\ The 
true eels are fresh- water fishes, but migrate to the 
sea to spawn, b. Used (both in popular and in 
scientific language) as the name of the entire family 
Murscnidsi, comprising the true eels with several 
other genera, notably the Conger. 
c 1000 tElfric Colloq. in Wr.-Wulcker 94 Hwilce fixas 
efehst tro ? ASIas and hacodas, etc. ■ c 1000 Sax. Leechd. 

1. 308 Hrefnes geallan . , & eles, & feld beon hums meng 
to somne. 1032-67 Chart. Eadweard in Cod. Dipl. IV. 
242 Foure bousendf eol in lent on to carite to Se abbot. 
a 1300 Havelok 897 A cart e lode - - Of grete laumprees, and 
of eles. c 1420 Liber Cocorum (1862) 50 Fyrst flyghe J>yn 
elys, in pese horn smyte. 1528 More Heresyes 1. Wks. 
(1557) 165/2 A blynde bagge full of snakes and eles together. 
1528 Paynf.ll Salerne Regitn. Oiij b, The yele is an vn« 
holsome fyshe. 1586 Cogan Haven Health clxxvi. (1612) 
140 An old yeele is wholsomer than a yong. 1671 Salmon 
Syn. Med. irr. lxxxi. 707 The fat., of a mole, eele, or 
serpent. 1712 Addison Sped. No. 538 r 3 They passed to 
eels, then to parsnips, and so from one aversion to another. 
1802 Bingley - 4 "^’ Bfog- 6x8x3) III. 2 The Common Eel 
. . forms a connecting link . . between the serpents and the 
fishes. 1866 Geo. Eliot F. Holt (18681 27 It is a lucky eel 
that escapes skinning. 1883 G. C. Davies Norfolk Broads 
xxxi. 237 The silver* bellied eel or bed-eel . . corresponds to 
the sharp-nosed eel. 

c. In fig. phrases, as the type of something 
‘slippery’. 

1524 Dk. Norfolk in St. Papers Hen. VIII, IV. 224 
Whosoever have hym best, is no more sure of hym, than he 
that hath, an ele by the tayle. Ictboo Distracted E?np. 

v. iv. in Bullen O. PI. III. 258 They have sweete eeles to 
hould by. 1791 Newte Tour Eng, ty Scot. 374 He may 
possibly take an eel by the tail in marrying a wife; 

+ cL Salt eel\ a rope’s end used for flogging. 
Obs. : [From the use of an eel skin as a whip.] 

1663 Pepys Diary 24 Apr., With my salt eele went down 
in the parler and there got my boy and did beat him. 1699 
B. E. Diet. Cant. Crew, Salt-eel, a Rope’s end used to 
Drub the Boies and Sailors on board of Ship. 

2 . Applied popularly to various other fishes re- 
sembling eels in their snake-like form. Electric 
eel : «= Gymnotus* Nine-eyed eel : the River Lam- 
prey. Sand eel : the Launce or Ammodyte. 

a 1705 Ray Syn . Piscium (1713) 154 Sand-eel [Given as a 
synonym for the launce]. 18x0 P. N eill Fishes in Forth 
30 (Jam.) Lesser Lamprey . . The popular name Nine-eyed- 
eel arises from the spiracles being taken for eyes. 

8. The popular name for the minute animals 
(resembling an eel in shape) found in vinegar 
(Anguillula aceti ) and in sour pas te (A. glutinis). 
They are Entozoa of the order Nematoidea. 

1746 Sherwood in Phil. Trans. XLIV. 67 The Eels in 
sour Paste are the Animalcules in Question. 1753 Cham- 
bers Cycl. Supp. s.v., The long bodied animalcules, dis- 
covered by the microscope in vinegar, sour paste, etc. .. 
have been generally distinguished.. by the name of eels. 
x88x Carpenter Microscope (ed. 6) 695 A nguillube or 
* Eels r of the microscopist. 

4 . If.S. A nickname for a New Englander. 

1837-40 Haliburton Clockm. (1862) 318 The eels of New 

England and the corncrackers of Virginia. 

5 . General comb.: a. attributive, as eel -boat, 
-freak, -fry, -line, -man, -net, -oil, -pie, -river, 
-trap, -weir, and eel-like adj. and adv. ; b. objec- 
tive, as eel-catching, -fisher , - netting . 

1883 G. C Davies Norfolk Broads vl 43 These *ee! -boats 
are precisely like the Noah’s ark of childhood. Ibid. xxxi. 
23 7 Naturalists can only rely upon the observations of those 
whose occupation is connected with *eel-catching. Ibid. 

vi. 42 Through the night the *eel -fisher sits in his cabin . . 
waiting for the eels the stream will bring to his net. Hid. 
xxxi. 235 The *eel fisheries are nearly as valuable as the 
salmon fisheries. x88a Blackw. Mag.Ja.rx. xor This singular 
*eel-freak. Ibid., Thousands and thousand's of *eel-fry all 
alive in the bodies of eels. 2685 Boyle Effects of Mot. iv, 
41 The J'Eel-like particles of water. 1838 Dickens 0 . 
Twist vii. Eel-like positions. 1871 B. Taylor Faust 1. iii. 
27 *Eel-like gliding, Skipping and hiding. 1883 G. C. 
Davies Norfolk Broads xix. 137 Formerly *eel-lines, with 
a thousand hooks strung on at intervals . . used to be set. 
Ibid, xxxii. 251 The *eelmen, living so much, on the water 
. . become very observant. Ibid. xix. 145 The *eel-net is 
set across the dyke to catch them [eels] in its long ‘ poke 
1769 Mrs. Raffald Eng. Housekpr. (1778) 155 An *Eel 
Pye. 1849 Southey Comm.-Pl. Bk. Ser. n. 340 Monstrel- 
let mentions horseloads of eel-pies brought from Mantes to 
the market of Paris. 1883 G. C. Davies Norfolk Broads 
xxxii. 249 The Yare is the best *eel-river of all 2879 Lub- 
bock Sci. Led. i, 5 The bladders are on the principle of an 
*eel-trap, having a closed entrance with a flap which per- 
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mits an easy entrance^ but effectually prevents the unfor- 
tunate victim from getting out again. x868 Peard Water- 
farm. xvii. x8o At various points in the course of the rivers 
*eel-weirs are placed. 

6. Special comb. : eel-babber, -bobber, — 
Bobber ' a 2 ; eel-basket, a trap of basket-work 
with.. funnel-shaped entrance, allowing the eels to 
enter, but preventing their escape; eel-backed a. 
(see quot.) ; eel-bob (see Bob sb . 1 7) ; eel-buck 
(see Buck sbA ) ; eel-cake (see quots.) ; eel-crow 
(see quot.) ; eel-fork ** Eel-spear ; eel-grass, 
V. S., a name for Grass-wrack ( Zostera marina ), 
and for other grass-like sea and river weeds ; eel- 
liut, the hut occupied by an eel-fisher when en- 
gaged in fishing ; eel-leap, dial. [Leap basket] a* 
eel-basket ; eel-pick = Eel-spear; eel-picker, 
one who fishes with an eel-pick ; eel-pot ^eel- 
buck ; so eel-picking vbl. sb. ; eel-putchon, -set, 
-setter, -setting, -trunk (see quots.) ; eel- ware, 
Rammculus Jluitans (Britten and Holland) ; eel* 
wee! (misspelt -wheel ) = eel-buck. 

2883 G. C. Davies Norfolk Broads xxxi 237 The bunch 
of worms strung on worsted with which the *eel-babber 
works. rjz 6 Did. Rustiacm , * Eel-Back d Horses, such 
as have black Lists along .their Backs. X883 Fisheries 
Exhib. Caial. 196 Hand-lines .. snares and *eel-bobs; 
Indian fishing lines. 1883 G. C. Davies Norfolk Broads 
v. 40 An eel-fisher . . threading lob- worms on to worsted 
for the purpose of making an *eel-bob. x866 Sat. Rev. 
21 Apr. 471/1 The present alleged fishery rights for netting 
and *eel-bucks are to be revised. 1883 G. C. Davies Nor- 
folk Broads xxxi. 235 On the Thames . . the eels are inter- 
cepted in their descent by weirs or frameworks holding 
basket-work traps, called 4 eel-bucks '. 1653 V 7 alton A ngler 
x. 189 Small Eeles.. The poorer sort .. make a kind of 
*Eele-cake of them, and eat it like as bread. 1796 Morse 
Amer. Geog . I. 2x3 *Eel crow [given as the popular name 
of Cohtmbus m/gratorius]. 1864 Lowell Fireside Trav. 
45 The kelp and *eel-grass left by higher floods. 1883 G. C. 
Davies Norfolk Broads xxxii. 250 In these lonely ^eel-huts 
. . the eel fishers sat watching their nets. 1877 E. Peacock 
N.-W. Line. Gloss. (E. D. S.) * Eel-leap, an eel-trap made 
of wickerwork. 1883 G. C. Davies Norfolk Broads xxxi . 
238 They [eels] work down into the soft mud, far beyond 
the reach of ^eel-picks and darts. Ibid. xxvi. 203 The *eel- 
picker in his little punt . . is a common object on the flats. 
Ibid. xix. 143 * Eel-picking is an art in which some men 
attain considerable skill. Sometimes an eel-picking match 
takes place on the Broad. 1883 Fisheries Exhib. Catal. 

8 *Eel Pot, for use in salt water. Ibid. (ed. 4* 125 *Eel 
Putchons . . are the ordinary eel baskets that are baited and 
placed in the river during the spring and summer months 
for eels. 157. . H. Manship Gt. Yarmouth in G. C. Davies 
Norfolk Broads xxvii, Gerten *ele settes . . all soch fishe as 
usually are tacon in the seid settes. 188a Blackw. Mag \ 
Jan. 97 Eelsets .. are nets set athwart the stream for the 
purpose of catching a. .species of eel. Ibid. 98 The oldest 
Norfolk *eel-setters. 1883 G. C. Davies Norfolk Broads 
xxxii. 250 This [ebb and flow of the tide] militates against 
■^eel-setting. 1877 E. Peacock N.-W. Line. Gloss. (E. D. S.) 
* Eel-trufik, a box with holes in the sides, in which eels are 
kept alive till wanted for the table. 1883 Fisheries Exhib. 
Catal. 57 *Eel Wheels or Traps. Lampern Spurts. 

ZSe’l-bed. 1 . a. A pond or preserve for eels, 
b. trans f A bivouac on swampy ground. 

1483 Catk. Angl. 1 13 An Ele bed, anguillarinm. 28x3 
Sir. R. Wilson Diary II. 430 The pains of an eel-bed. 

2 , pi. A plant ( Ranunculus Jluitans)* 

Eeler (rlai). [f. Eel + -erL] An eel-catcher. 

1851 Fraser’s Mag. XLIII. 254 The artful eeler .. lets 
down a hank some cubits long of the intestines of a sheep. 

Eelery (rleii). [f. Eel + -ery.] A place 
where eels are caught. 

1854 Badham Halieut. xvii, 371 The moderns, like the 
ancients, have their favourite eeleries. 1864 Q. Rev.^ Jan. 
100 We must not suppose there are no valuable eeleries in 
the British Isles. 

Eel-fare (z“lfe«i). a. The passage of young 
eels up a river, b, A brood of young eels (see 
Elver). 

1533 Act 25 Hen. VIII, c. vii, Any frye, spamne, or brode 
of yeles, called yele fares, or Ell vares. 1721-1800 Bailey, 
Eel fares, - vares , a Fry or Brood of Eels. 1836 Yarrell 
Brit. Fishes (1859) I. 54 This passage of young Eels is called 
Eel-fare on the banks of the Thames. 1883 G. C Davies 
Norfolk Broads xxxi. 235 This 4 eel-fare” lasts several 
days. 

Eelhood (Hhud). ncmce-wd. [f. Eel + -hood.] 
The rank or condition of a full-grown eel. 

1864 Q. Rev. Jan. 185 Of the myriads that ascend our 
rivers few. .ever arrive at eelhood. 

Eel-pout. [OE. kle-puta, f. Eel + Pour.] 

1 . One of two different species of fishes, a. » 
Burbot, b, « Blenny. 

cxooo Mhmic Colloq. in Wr.-Wulcker 04 Hwilce fixas 
gefehst J>u ? . . mynas and seleputan. 1598 Florio, Agufeo, 
an eelepout. x6ox Holland Pliny I. 246 A kind of Lam- 
prels or Elepouts like to sea Lampreis. 1740 R. Brookes 
Art of Angling 1. xH. 87 The Eel-Pout or Burbot . . has a 
smooth, soft, slippery Body like an Eel. 28x0 P. Neill 
Fishes in Forth 8 ( Jam.) B, viviparus. Viviparous Blenny ; 
Green bone. Here this species sometimes gets the nameof 
Eelpout and Guffer. # 1863 Couch Brit. Fishes III. 93 The 
Burbolt is ... distinguished by exhibiting some of the man- 
ners of the eel, by which it has obtained in some places the 
name of Eelpout. 

f 2 . A yellow flower. ? = eel-ware (see Eel 6 ). 
1736 Bailey Househ. Did. 141 Butter. . As for that which 
is tinged with eel pouts, it not only deceives the sight, but 
[ is very often disagreeable to the taste. 
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EeTskin. [f. Eel + Skin.] The shin of an 
eel. t Merchant of eel-skins = ? rag and bone 
collector. Also attrib., as in eelskin- dress, a 
tight-fitting dress ; eelskin-queue, ? a pig-tail. 

1562 J. Hey wood Prov. Ejigr, (1867) 54 A marchaunt 
of eele skins. A marchaunt without either money or ware. 
1595 Shaks. John 1. i. 141 My arm.es, such eele-skins stuff. 
a 1613 Overbury Ckarac Drunken Dutchm., When he's 
drunke, you may thrust your hand into him like an eele- 
skin. 1809 W. Irving Knickerb. (,1849} 308 He directed that 
he should be carried to the grave with his eelskin queue 
sticking out of a hole in his coffin. 1881 Miss Braddqn 
Asph. II. 226 Jersey jackets and eel-skin dresses. 1884 
Pall Mall G. 15 Mar. 4/1 A smooth-faced, vicious-looking 
fellow, dressed in a close cap and eelskin neckcloth. 

EeT-Spear. [f. Eel + Spear.] A forked or 
pronged instrument for catching eels by trans- 
fixing them as they lie in the mud. (See quots.) 

1 555 Eden Decades IV. Ind. (Arb.) 197 Speares ,, lyke 
vnto troute speares or yele speares. 1610 Guillim 
Heraldry (1679) 235 He beareth . . 3 Eel-spears argent. 1785 
Sportsmans Did Eel-spear \ this instrument is made for 
the most part with three forks or teeth, jagged on the sides. 
1867 Smyth Sailor's Word-Bk., Eel-spear , a sort of tri- 
dent with ten points for catching eels, called in Lincolnshire 
an eel-stang. 

Hence Eel-spearer, Eel-spearing* vbl. sb. 

1883 G. C. Davies Norfolk Broads v. 40 Here and there 
was an eel-spearer in his punt. Ibid. xxxi. 244 Eel-spearing 
is quite an athletic occupation. 

Bely (Hi), a. [f. Eel + -y.] Eel-like, 
ta. Resembling the flesh of an eel. b. Re- 
sembling an eel in movement ; wriggling, writhing. 

1655 Moufet & Bennet Healths Improv. (1746) 124 A 
Conger. .is. .of a moist, soft, and Eely Substance. 1862 
Calverley Verses <§• Tr. 16, I.. See you sit with that com- 
posure On the eeliest of hacks. 1871 Cassell's Mag-. 22 July 
336/1 We have the pleasure of seeing the snaky, eely mon- 
ster whisking about in the water. 

Bem. dial . [repr. OE. efnan , ON. efna to per- 
form (Da. evne to have ability, Sw. cimna to form, 
shape. Of. ME. em-cristen for even-.] To spare 
time; to find an opportunity; to ‘afford’; to 
succeed (in doing a thing), * get’ (to do). 

1674 Ray N. Country Wds. Coll. 16 Chesh. . . I cannot 
Eem, I have no leisure, I cannot spare time. 1745 Byrom 
Misc. Poems 1,1773' I. 157 in Lane . Gloss. (E. D. S.t We 
worken hard . . An cannot eem to be so feert. 1750 J. Col- 
lier Wks. (18191 7 1 i n Dane. Gloss . (E. D. S.) Aw’ve tried 
mony a time but aw could never eem to do it. 

Ben, obs. and dial. pi. of Eye. 

E’en, var. form of Even adv. 

Eer, obs. form of Eke, before. 

»eer 5 suffix , is an anglicized form of the Fr. suffix 
-ier (repr. normally L. - iarius , and in many words 
replacing -air :—L.-arius ; see -ary 1), used to form 
sbs. denoting persons, as in canonnier Cannoneer, 
muletier Muleteer ; the usual sense is ‘ one who 
is concerned with or ‘ one who deals in (Where 
the sb. from which the F. word was formed never 
became familiar in Eng. use, the original spelling 
-ier is retained, as in bombardier , grenadier). In 
imitation of these words (perh. in some instances 
rather in imitation of Sp. sbs. in -ero, of similar 
origin) the suffix is added to Eng. sbs. to form de- 
signations of persons, as auctioneer , charioteer , 
mountaineer (earlier -cr). In many of the words 
so formed there is a more or less contemptuous im- 
plication, as in crotcheteer *, garreteer , pamphleteer , 
pulpiteer , sonneteer. 

E’er, variant of Ever. 

Eerie, eery (**ri), a. Forms : 4 eri, hery, 
4-6 ery, 6 erie, 9 eirie, -y (Anglo-Irish airy), 
8- eery, -ie. [ME. eri , ? var. of er$, Argh ; or 
? f. that word + -Y. 

The word occurs in the northern (not in the midland) 
version of the Curso7- Mundi. It has recently been often 
used in general literature, but is still regarded as properly 
Scotch.] 

1 . Fearful, timid. In mod. use, expressing the 
notion of a vague superstitious uneasiness. 

a 1300 Cursor M. 17685 i Gott. ) Ioseph be noght eri. £*1375 
1 Barbour S. Cosmos # D. 321, & scho. . wesfor hyme hery. 
1501 Douglas Pal. Hon. Prol. xii, With ery courage. 
1513 — /Ends vii. iv. 91 He fled .. and to his cave hym 
sped wyth ery spreyt. 1572 Sempill Ballates (1872) 159 
We pure sail cry with erie hartis . . To the, O God. a 1774 
Fergusson Drink Eel. Poems • 1845V 50 They glower eery 
at a friend’s disgrace, 1807-10 Tannahill Poems \x8 46) 
98 The watch-dog’s howling . . makes the nightly wanderer 
eerie. 1876 Mrs. Whitney Sights fy Ins. II. it 357 Do 
you feel eerie? 1878 H. M. Stanley Dark Cent. I. xiv. 
353 This eerie feeling, .might be causeless. / . 

2 . Fear-inspiring ; gloomy, strange, weird. 

1792 Burns Wks. {iSooj II. 403 Be thou a bogle by the 
eerie side of an auld thorn. 1793 Macneill Woes o' War 
in Poems (1801) 5 Night comes dark and eerie. 1828 J. 
Wilson in Blackw. Mag. XXIII, 116 Hae ye walked. , fra 
Bawhannan Lodge, in sic an eerie night. 1875 Miss Brad- 
don Str. World II. i. 10 The, .sheep bell had an eerie sound. 

Hence He-zlly adv., in an eerie manner ; weirdly. 
Ee*riness, an undefined sense of fear; super- 
stitious dread. Eerisome a., weird, gloomy. _ 

' £71375 Barbour Bruce n. 295 Sum man for erynes will 
trymbill. 1724. Ramsay Vision vi, Debar then .. All eiry- 
ness or feir. 1848 C. Bronte J. Eyre, It spoke in pain and 
woe. . eerily. 1863 Gd. Words 522 A weird unhappy sound t 
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what could it be That through the wan night 'wailed so 
eerily. 1839 De Quincey Recoil. Lakes Wks. II. 13 Feeling 
the sensation of eeriness as twilight came on. 1865 Jrul. 
Horticulture Christm. No. 16/2 From that night I have 
never known eeriness. 2818 Edin. Mag. Dec. 503 (Jam.) 
The kye . . gied a dowf an’ eerisome crune 183a 53 Whistle- 
binkie { Sc. Songs; Ser. m. 49 The objects sae dear. . Turn 
eerisome hame thoughts. 

E’ery, contraction for Every. 
t Bes. Obs, [possibly repr. OE. jes ‘ food, meat, ; 
carrion’ (Bosw.) ; possibly a. corresponding MDu. I 
aes food, bait (mod. Du., Ger. aas).] (See quot.) 

c 1440 Promp. Parv. 143 Ees, fysehmete on a hoke \JP. 
boyght for fisshes], esc a, escarium. 

Eesome (z 'si>in). [f. ee, Sc. form of Eye + 
-SOME.] Attractive or gratifying to the eye. 

1823 Lockhart Reg. Dalton III. 159 Gam: Look at them 
now, — Will ony body deny that that’s an eesome couple? 

Eese, eesily, eesy, obs. ff. of Ease, etc. 

Eete(n, eette, obs. forms of pres, t., pa. t. and 
pa. pple. of Eat. 

Eep, eeth, obs. forms of Eath. • 

Eever, var. of Eaver sb: 1 dial. 

Ef (ef ). Name of the letter F, q.v. 

Ef- pref, the form of the L. pref. ex- used before 
words beginning with f. 

Efacks, efaekins, efags, efecks, efec- 
lings: see I’pegs, Obs. 

t Efa’ct, int. Obs. [perh. var. of efaks, I’fegs, 
influenced by in fact.] U>ed as a mild oath. 

1680 Revenge iv. i. 34 We’ll have tother Dance, efact we 
will. 

Efen, obs. form of Even. 

Efendee, var. of Effendi. . • 

Efere, var. of I fere, adv. Obs. together, 
f Efestide(s. Obs. [corruption of JL, hephxstitis , 
a. Gr. *r/<pcu otitis, f. "H^>ai<rTos the name of the 
God of Fire.] A jewel described by Pliny. 

1567 Maplet Gr. Forest 7 [Of Stones] Efestides is in 
colour, .shamefastand childish. x688 R. Holme Armowy 
ii. 40 1 Efestide. .held against the Sun is Fiery coloured. 
ET, var. of Eft, Evet. 

Effable (e'fab’l), a. [a. Y. effable (Cotgr.), ad. 
L. effdbilis , f. effdri to utter, f. ex out + fdri to 
speak.] fa. Of sounds, letters, etc. : That can 
be pronounced (obs.). b. That can be, or may 
lawfully be, expressed or described in words. Now 
only arch, in antithesis to ineffable. 

1637 Bastwick Litany 1. 1 Paules notions . . were such as 
could not be expressed . . mine were . . easily effable. 1668 
Wilkins Philos. Lang. 414 How this Universal Character, 
may be made effable in a distinct Language. .1755 Johnson 
EJfable. Expressive, utterable. Diet. 1872 Longf. Div. 
Trag. 11. ii, These effable and ineffable impressions of the 
mysterious world. 

t Effa’bule, 77. Obs. rare~ l . [as if ad. L. *ef- 
fabuldri, f. ex- out + fdbuldri to fable.] To fable. 

c 1600 Norden Spec. Brit., Cormv. (1728) 82 The graue 
will fitt euerye stature, as is effabuled. 

Efface (ef^-s). [ad. F. effaccrf — Pr. esfassar), f. 
L. ex out + facies face.] 

1 . To rub out, obliterate (writing, painted or 
sculptured figures, a mark or stain) from the sur- 
face of anything, so as to leave no distinct traces. 

i6ix Cotgr., Effacer, to efface, deface, raze, blot, rub 
out, wipe away; to abolish. 1780 Cowper Progr. Err. 279 
So coin grows smooth . .Till Caesar’s image is effaced at last. 
1863 Geo. Eliot Romola 11. xxi, The ignominious images, 
painted on the public buildings, .were effaced. 

b. In wider sense : To cause to disappear en- 
tirely, do away with (a visible feature or objects 
1843 Prescott Mexico (1850) I. 105 The close of a cycle, 
when the sun was to be effaced from the, heavens, the 
human race from the earth. 1853 Kane Grinnell Exp. 
xxiv. ! 1856) 192 Pools of water, which would be effaced again, 
soon after they were formed. 1870 F. Wilson Ch. Lindisf. 
83 The entrance through the tower has been effaced. 

C. Crystallography. 

1823 H. J . B roo ke / ntrod. Crystallogr. 2 14 A right square 
rism. .may result from, .an octahedron with a square base, 
y the concurrence . . of the modifications a and e . . when 
those modifications efface the primary planes. 

2 . To expunge, erase (words or sentences) from 
a written composition or document. Now only 
in fig. sentences. 

1737 Pope II or. Mpist. 11. i. 279 Fluent Shakspeare scarce 
effac’d aline. 1805 N . N icholls Let. in Corr. iv. Gray i 1843) 
40 The lines of Mason which were effaced and replaced by 
these. 1848 Macaulay Hist. Eng. II. 440 Perhaps the 
passions excited by the tyranny of James might make it im- 
possible to efface the penal laws from the statute book. 

S. fg. To obliterate, wipe out (a memory, a 
mental impression) ; to f blot out % pardon, ob- 
tain oblivion for (an offence); to abolish, destroy 
(distinctive characteristics, etc.). 

1490 Caxton How to Die 21 That effacest. .the synnes 
of theym that ben repentaunt. ax 6s6 Bacon in Web- 
ster, Efface from his mind the theories and notions 
vulgarly received. 1703 Pope Thebais 822 ’Tis thine if 
efface With virtuous acts thy ancestor's disgrace. 1738 
Wesley Psalms li. i. In tender Mercy look on me, And all 
my Sins efface. 1857 Buckle CPnlis. viii. (1873) 456 An 
impression had been made upon the popular mind which it 
was hardly possible to efface. 1874 Morley Compromise 
(1886) 194 If such a proposition is true, the world must 
efface its habit of admiration for the. .heroes of the past. 


EFFECT. 

4 :. fig. To cast utterly into the shade, reduce to 
virtual nonentity, b. reft. , [after F r. s'effiacer']. 
To reduce oneself to insignificance ; to abandon 
or forfeit one’s claim to consideration ^ • 

17x6 8 Lady M. W. Montague Lett. I. xxxvii. 143 Her 
beauty effaced everything! have seen. 1871 M. Collins 
Mrq. <5* Merck. II. ii. 30 Amy Gray was . . quite effaced: 
Mod. As a politician he has completely effaced himself by 
this act of imprudence. 

Effaceable (ef^*sab’l). ;[f. prec. -f -ABLE.] 
Capable of being effaced. 

1839 Dickens Nick. Nick, vi, Washed off all effaceable 
marks of the late accident. x88x Mivart Cat 27 Mucous 
membrane, when not stretched, is thrown into effaceable 
folds or rugee. 

Bffacement (efjv-sment). [f. as prec. + -ment.] 
The process of effacing ; the fact of being effaced. 

1797 Monthly Rev. XXIII. 572 A state of simplicity . 
subsequent to the effacement of the vices of barbarism, 
x866 Wedgwood Origin of Lang. 7 Effacement of a sense 
from want of practice. 1876 Mozley Unh>. Serm. v, 99 
The effacement of the national sentiment is. an artificial anq. 
violent evasion of a fact of nature, 

Effacing (eff^sig), ppl. a, [f. . Efface v. +. 
-iNu !.] That effaces or obliterates. 

18x3 Byron Giaour 73 Decay’s effacing fingers. 1883 Pall 
Mall G. 12 Nov. 4/1 The effacing fingers of death were 1 ., 
shockingly apparent on the Cardinal’s visage. 

BfFacive (efip-siv). nonce-wd. [f. Efface v. + : 
-IVE.] Disposed or tending to efface, Self-effacive i 
modest, retiring. . ( 

1883 Caird Edinbro * Led. Hume 23 Nov., In society he 
was the most self-effacive of men. 

Effald, -1 y, obs. ff Afalp, Afalply. 
f Effa*misll, v. Obs. rare. [f. OF. effamer (cf. 
Affamlsh. f. affamer) t f. L. ex- out +■ ja?n-es 
hunger.] = Famish, v. 

a 1603 T. Cartwright Confut. Rhem. N. T. (1618) Pref. 3 
Being effamished, [they] are content . . to eate it; 1634-46 
Row Hist. Kirk 1842) 137 Ministers shamefullie abused, 
they and their families effamished. 

II Effare (efa*r<?>, a. Her. [a F. effare, pa. pple. 
of effarer to agitate.] (See quot.} 

1738 Chambers CycL (ed. 2 \ 'Effdri, in heraldry, a term 
applied to a beast when rearing on its hind legs, as if it 
were affrighted. 1828 Berry Encycl. Her. I, s.v. Ejfeard, 
or Effare, a French term for a beast in the attitude which 
English Heralds call ‘salient.’ or ‘springing’. 

t Effa’SCmaMe, a. Obs . ?-are~ k . [as if ad. -L, 
*effascmdbilis , f. ejfascindre see next.] Suscep- 
tible to enchantment 

x66o H. More Myst. Godl . . vn. xvii. 3,59 A strangely-im-. 
pure and effascjnable passivity of Phancie. 

f Effa'scinate, v- Obs. Also 7 effacinate. 
[f. L. effascindt - ppl. stem of ejfascindre ; see 
-ate 3 .] = Fascinate. 

Hence EfFas*cinating ppl a. 

x6x6 HolYday Persius in HalHwell’s Shaks . V. 330 Skilful! 
to depell the harmes Of an effascinating eye. 1624 Hey- 
wood Gunaik. vm. 399 Of force to effacmate the gods; 
1670 G. H. Hist. Carahtals 11. 11. 143 He has . . effasunated' 
the hearts of the Court. 1678 H. More in Glaiivill Sadduc. 
Triumph, (ed. 1727) 63- 

+ Effa:Scilia*tlOH. Obs. [ad. L. effascind- 
tion-em, f. ejfascindre to bewitch.] == Fascination.- 
1624 Heywood Gundik. vm. 402 There are others whoni 
their effascinations can keepe from ejecting their Vrine.' 
1650 Chari.eton Paradoxes 59 The effascination by the 
optick emission of the eyes. 1660 H. More Myst. Godl. 
vi. xiv, 255 Hood-winked and held down with an over- 
bearing effascination and witchcraft. 

t, Effa'te. . Obs. [ad. L. ejfdhimji. ef-feiri to 
speak out] A saying, dictum, maxim. Also 
JJ Effa’tiim (pi. ejfata ). 

1650 Elderfield Tythes 154 Their effata or most rever- 
enced contents equalled by parliament to the oracles of the 
common law. 1678 Gale Crt. Gentiles III. 177 The effates 
of Scripture seem to contradict, themselves. 1685 Boyle 
Enq. Notion Nat. 294 The Effatum, That Nature abhors 
a Vacuum. 1690 Norris Beatitudes (1694) I. 1x8 That 
common Theological Effate, Grace is Glory begun. 

t Effaimate, ppl Ct. Obs. [as if ad. L. *effa- 
tuatus, f. ex- out + fatu-us stupid, foolish : cf, 
Affatuated.] Infatuated. b \ 

x6oo Dr. Dodytoll n. i. in Bnllen O. FI. (1884) III. 1x2 
Had I not beene effatuate even by Fate. ' ■ 

t Effa tuate, Obs. [f. prec.] trans. To 
besot, render dull or stupid. 

1630 Brathwait Eng. Genii < 1641) 16 Nothing effatuates 
the understanding of man more than excesse in meat. > 
t Effau’t. Obs. Music. Also (corruptly) ef~ 

| fauz. The fuller name (F fa ut) of the note 
F, which was sung to the syllable fa or ut accordr 
ing as it occurred in one or other of the Hexa- 
chords (imperfect scales ^ to which it could belong; 

#1327 Learn. Music in R el. Ant. I. 292 Of effauz and 
elanu ne coud y nevere are. *671 Dk. Buckhm. Rehearsal 
n. v, A certain note, .in Effaut fiat. 

Effect (efekt), sb. Also 6 Sc. effeck. [a. OF; 
effect (F. effei), ad. L. effectus, n. ;of action f. effeere to 
work out, accomplish, f. ex - out + facer e to make.] 
X. Something 1 accomplished, caused, or pro- 
duced; a result, consequence. Correlative with 
Cause. ' ' ! . 

c X391 Chaucer Astrol. t. § 21 The. planetes . . causer* 
us by hir influence . . effec.tes lik‘ to the : operaciouns of 
bestes. 1485 Caxton Paris $ V. (1868) 6 Thy enter- 


EFFECT. 


EFFECTIVE, 


pryse came to none effect. 157a .Jones Bathes of Bathes I 
Ayde m. 22 a, Cause of sicknesse is that unto which any 
thing followeth, which is named effecte. 1657 J • Smith 
Myst. Rket.y The Effect, is that which is brought to passe 
by the Cause. 1715 Desaguliers Fires Iinpr. 4 Contriv- 
ances, .that are the Effect of a great deal of Study. 1736 
Butler Anal, 1, i. Wks. 1874 I. x6 Weknownotat all what 
death is in itself ; but only some of its effects. 1751 Harris 
Hermes 1841) 119 Nature begins from causes, and thence 
descends to effects. 1831 Blakey Free Will 198 We. .give 
the name of cause to that event which precedes, and the name 
of effect to that event which follows in the order of time. 
1844 H. H. Wilson Brit, India III. 485 The beneficial 
effects of their interposition had given shelter and security 
to private trade. 

b. collective and abstr. Results in general ; the 
quality of producing a result, efficacy. Phrases, 
With, effect, of no (+ none) effect. 

^1385 Chaucer L. G. W. 620 Thing that beryth more 
effect. 1480 Caxton Citron. Eng, ccxxv. 30 This ordy- 
naunce. .was of lytell effect. 1538 Starkey England 15 
Thys law [i.e. civil law] takyth effecte of the opynyon of 
man. 1553 Eden Decades tv, Ind, 1. ix. (Arb.) 99 Whose 
perfume is of most excellent effect to heale the reumes, 
x6xx Bible Mark vii. 13 Making the word of God of none 
effect through your tradition. 1667 Milton P. L, tx. 865 
This Tree is. .of Divine effect To open Eyes. 1782 Priest- 
ley Corrupt, Chr. I. iv. 341 A law was made . . but it had 
little effect 1809 Roland Fencing 115 You may . . throw 
his foil at a sufficient distance . . to enable you to deliver a 
thrust with effect. 1863 Carlyle Fredk. Gt. III. x. viii. 288 
Respectful message to his Majesty was of no effect. 

e. Mechanics. The amount of work done in a 
given time. Useful effect : the net result, after 
making deductions for loss from friction, etc. 

2812-6 Playfair Nat, Phil. (1819) I. in The effect of 
animal force, then, or the quantity of work done in a given 
time will be proportional. 1871 B. Stewart Heat § 389 
An agent for generating mechanical effect. 

2. t a* A contemplated result, a purpose ; chiefly 
in phrases, To this or that effect , to the effect that 
iobst). b. In the same phrases: Purport; drift, 
tenor, essential significance, 

C1386 Chaucer Merck. T. 153 And for hise freendes on a 
day he sente To tellen hem tneffect of his entente. 14. . 
Pol. Pel. § L. Poems < 1866) 50 Theffect of whych was 
thus in dede. 1513 Douglas AEneis vi. ii. 131 Ane othir 

f old in grane to the ilk effect Thow sail nocht mis. 1601 
haks. Jul. C. 1. ii. 283 Cask. He spoke Greeke. Cassi. 
To what effect ? 1632 Wadsworth tr. Sandovals Civ. 

Wars Spain 287 Hee incharged the same Don Pedro, .to go 
and surprise the said Souldiers, giving him two hundred 
hors and five hundred Foot to that effect, 1818 Cruise 
Digest II. 17 A subsequent proviso was added to that 
effect. 1872 Morley Voltaire 118861 157 The famous re- 
viewer's sentence, .to the effect that, etc. 

1 3. An outward manifestation, sign, token, 
symptom ; an appearance, phenomenon. Ohs. 

c 1430 Why can’t be Nun 67 in E. E. P. (1862] 140 In a 
gardyne I sportyd me . . to see The swete effecte of aprelle 
flowres. 1593 Hooker Eccl Pol. i. ii, His wisdome hath 
stinted the effects of his power. 1599 Shaks. Much A do 
11. iii 1 12 What effects of passion shows she? 1656 Cowley 
Pind. Odes (i66<p 22 note. No natural effect gives such im- 
pressions of Divine fear, as Thunder. 

b. A (pleasing or remarkable'] combination of 
colour or form in a picture, a landscape, etc. Cf. 6. 

1884 Ruskin Art of Eng. 222 The old water-colour men 
were wont to obtain their effects of atmosphere by, etc. Mod. 
The reflexion o', the trees in the brook is a very pretty effect. 
Here's a painter with his sketch-book hunting for ‘ effects’. 
+ 4. Something which is attained or acquired by 
an action. Obs. 

x6o* Shaks. Ham. in. iii. 54, I am still possest Of those 
effects for which I did the Murther. 

b. pi. ‘ Goods and chattels \ movable property. 
Personal effects : personal luggage as distinguished 
from merchandise, etc. Also with wider meaning 
in phrase No effects', written by bankers on dis- 
honoured cheques when the drawer has no funds 
in the bank ; also, To leave no effects : to leave 
nothing for one's heirs. 

X704 J. Logan Pa. Hist. Soc. Mem. IX. 290 The effects 
of their plantations will scarce buy them clothes. X71X-X4 
Addison Sped. (J.), The Emperour knew that they could 
not convey away many of their Effects. 1843 Thackeray 
Ravenswing 'J. (1887' 196 The bankers declined to cash the 
Captain’s draft, .simply writing the words ‘ No effects’ on 
the paper. Mod. Sale of household effects. The contents 
of the trunks were insured as ‘ personal effects He died 
leaving no effects. 

5. Operative influence; a mode or degree of 
operation on an object. 

1668 Phil. Trans. I. 635 What Effects are thereby pro- 
duced upon the body. 1831 Brewster Nat. Magic, vi. (1833) 
149 It will act like a concave lens when the cooling effect 
has reached the axis. 1873 Jowett Plato (ed. 2) I. 104 
Speeches which will have an effect upon the courts. 1883 
Harped s Mag. Sept. 562/1 The effects which the demand 
for aboriginal! ty . .had upon the race of builders. 

b. The state or fact of being operative. To give 
effect to : to render operative. To take effect : to 
become operative : to prove successful ; (of a law, 
an agreement, etc.) to come into force {from a 
certain date). 

1771 Goldsmith Hist. Eng. n. 62 The stratagem took 
effect ; the English, .began to fly on all sides. 1844 H. H. 
Wilson Brit. India I. 529 The Administration was willing 
to give effect .. to the arrangements. 1868 Freeman Norm. 
Conq. (1876' II. App. 545 Eadward’s grant was not to take 
effect till after the death of AHfwine. 
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0 . The impression produced on a beholder, 
hearer, or reader, esp. by a work of art or litera- 
ture ; sometimes = general effect , the impression 
produced by a picture, building, etc., viewed as 
a whole. For effect : for the sake of creating a 
telling impression on the minds of spectators or 
hearers. 

1736 Butler Anal n. iii. 328 What they call, the effect m 
architecture. x868 Gladstone Juv. Mundi i, (187°) 16 
With a view . . to poetical effect. 1869 Swinburne Ess. & 
Stud. (1875) 219 His [Shelley's] aim is rather to render the 
effect of a thing than the thing itself. Mod. His whole 
behaviour and conversation are calculated for effect. 

7 . Accomplishment, fulfilment. _ Obs. exc. in 
phrases, To bring to effect , carry * into effect : to 
accomplish, bring to a successful issue. 

1483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 389/1 Who someuer shal. .calle me 
that he may haue . . theffecte of his requeste & prayer. 
1538 Starkey England 195, 1 thynke hyt schold be veray 
hard to bryng thvs to effect. 1391 Shaks. Two Gent, 1. 1. 50 
Losing .. the faire effects of future hopes. 1603 Knolles 
Hist. Turks (1621' 177 What he tooke in hand, he. .brought 
to good effect. 1638 Brathwait Hist. Surv. (1651) 403 
Never bringing their designes to effect. 1705 Col. Rec.Penn. 
II. 208 The only means to bring all happily to effect. 1709 
Swift Adv. Relig. Wks. 1755 II. 1. in The proposals are 
, .such as a pious active prince , .might soon bring to effect. 

fb. Practical reality, fact, as opposed to name 
or appearance : see 8. Obs. 

1606 Shaks. Tr. <$• Cr. v. iii. 109 Meere words. .Th’ effect 
doth operate another way. a 1674 Clarendon Hist. Reb. 
(1849) HI. 545 He should depart only with a title, the effect 
whereof he should not be possessed of, before he had very 
well deserved it. 

8. In effect : formerly = in fact, in reality, op- 
posed to in show , in words. In mod. use, virtually, 
substantially, so far as the result is concerned j 
(see senses 1, 2). 

1388 R. Parke tr. Mendoza's Hist. China 243 With pre- 
tence to depart from thence vnto China, as in effect they did. 
a x6oo Hooker (J.) In shew, a . . senate . . was to govern, 
but in effect one only man should.. do all in all. x6z 6 
Bacon Sylva (J.', No man, in effect, doth accompany, but 
he learneth, ere he is aware, some gesture, or voice, or 
fashion, a x668 Denham (J.) State and Wealth . . is to him 
..No other in effect than what it seems. <2x7x0 Addison 
(J.) To say of a celebrated piece that there are faults in it, 
is, in effect, to say that the author of it is a man. 1804 
H. T. Colebrooke Husbandry Beit gal (1806)37 The duties 
are paid . . by the purchaser ; but the charge in effect falls 
upon the importer. ^ Mod. The two methods are in effect 
identical. He was, in effect, accused of falsehood. I cannot 
tell you what he said, but in effect it was that he, etc. 

9 . [After Fr, effet .] (See quot.) 

1738 Chambers Cycl. , Effect in the manage, is applied to 
the movements of the hand which direct the horse. They 
distinguish four effects, . . viz. in using the bridle to put a 
horse forwards, draw him backwards, and shifting it out of 
the right hand into the left, and vice versa. 

Effect v efe*kt), v. [f. prec. sb.] 

1 . trans. To bring about {an event, a result) ; 
to accomplish (an intention, a desire :. 

The existence of obstacles or difficulties is, in mod. use, 
ordinarily implied in this sense of the vb, 

1589 Warner Alb. Eng.v 1. xxxi. 1612)154 And nothing 
else fdid affect but to effect my sute. 1593 Shaks. 3 Hen. 
VI, 11. vi. 98 He crosse the Sea To effect this marriage. 
1633 Quarles Embl. 1. vi. (1718) 25 Let wit, and all her 
studied plots effect The best they can. 1718 Free-thinker 
No. 90. 244 At first they only wish to be secure; that 
effected, they endeavour to grow Powerful. X792 A nec. W. 
Pitt III. xliv. 196 Peace . . would never be effected. 1833 
Lardner Manuf. Metal II. 227 (Cab. CycU This recipro- 
cating movement of the carriage is effected by a pinion 
fixed upon the end of a vertical spindle. 1837 Disraeli 
Venetia iv. i. (1871) 203 Just effected his escape as the ser- 
vant announced a visitor. 1850 Browning Easter- Day 5 
Effecting thus, complete and whole, a purpose of the human 
soul. 1873 Jowett Plato >ed. 2) I. 13 The cure, has to be 
effected by the use of certain charms. 1878 Huxley Pky- 
siogr. 105 The most skilful chemists have hitherto failed to 
effect such decomposition. 

+ b. To produce (a state or condition). Obs. 

1596 Shaks. Tam. Skr. 1. i. 86 Sorrie am I that our good- 
will effects Biancas greefe. 1635-60 Stanley Hist. Philos. 
(1701'' 135/1 The concurrence of Pleasures which effecteth 
Beatitude, is very difficult. 

C. To make, construct, rare. arch. 

1791 Smeaton Edysfone L. § 75 The Lighthouse happily 
e fleeted by M r. R udy erd. 1884 Stevenson New A rab. Nts. 
317 An enormous window, .had been effected in the wall. 

d. Comm. To effect a sale , an insurance ; hence, 
to effect a policy (of insurance). 

x866 Rogers Agric. Prices I. xxiii. 5o8 The earliest pur- 
chases are effected in immediate proximity to the mines. 
1883 Manck Guard, 17 Oct. 5/4 Nominee life policies are 
often effected which are altogether invalid. 

+ 2 . To give effect to (a resolution, a feeling) ; 
to fulfil f a promise). Obs. 

c 1590 Marlowe Faust, v. 05 Faustus I swear . . To effect 
all promises between us made. 1606 Shaks. Tr. Sc Cr. v. 
x. 6 You heauens, effect your rage with speede. x66o Mar- 
vell Corr. iii. Wks. 1872-5 II. 20 We shall be called upon 
shortly to effect our vote made the former sitting. 

f 3 . absol. and intr . To have an effect, be effec- 
tual ; to accomplish its purpose. Obs . 

1592 Warner Alb. Eng.vn xxxiv. {16x2) 164 But that 
Cadwalladers Fore-doomes in Tuders should effect Was vn- 
1 expected. 1603 Knolles Hist, Turkes (1621' 1330 The 
I petard having effected as we have said. 1655 6° Stanley 
[ Hist. Philos. (17O1) 161/2 Elements, of which Air and Fire 
| have a faculty to move and effect. 


®f[ 4 . Confused with Affect (? and Infect). 

1494 Fabyan vii. 371 The Albygensis. .had ben effected w* 
dyu ers poyntes of herysy. 1652 W adsworth tr. Sandoval's 
Civ. Wars Spain 301 The Abbat of Santa Pia . . whom the 
earl particularly esteemed and effected. 1729 T. Cooke 
Tales , Prop. tic. 135 His words effected much the Laureat’s 
Mind. 1772-84 Cook Voy. U790) IV. 1279 He effects to 
preserve an entire silence about Kerguelen. 

t Effected, ppl d. Obs. rare. [f. Effect v. + 
-ed ; prob. confused with Affected.] With adv. 
{well, etc.) prefixed ; Affected, disposed. 

1604 Hieron Wks ■ (1619-20) I. 503 Holy men.. haue.. 
bin the meanes of much comfort to well effected people. 
1640-1 Kirkcudbr. War-Comm. Min . Bk. {r. 855) 6x Thair 
are sundrie persones. .evill effected to the caus. 

Effecter (efcktoa). Also 7 effeetotir, 7-8 
effector, [f. Effect v. + -er, or a. L. effector .] 

I. He who, or that which, brings about an event 
or result, accomplishes a purpose, etc. 

x6ox Deacon & Walker Spirits <$* Div. 202 The howerly 
effectours of many admirable actions.^ x6xo Healey St. 

A ug. City of God 447 Wee shall make his nature the effecter 
of his vicious will. x6xx Markham Countr. Content. 1, xiii. 

( 1668) 66 Baits and inticements. are effecters of our desires 
in this pastime. 1662 Chandler Van Hebuont's Oriat. 151 
They blame the Air as the effecter of ah corruptions what- 
soever. 17x3 Derham Pkys .- Theol. n. vi ; 475 That infinite 
Being, who was the Effector of jt [Creation]. 1863 Vance 
in Sat. Rev, 4x5 Had the translation of Saintre to be entered 
on afresh, it is not. .certain that I had been the effecter of 
the same. 

f 2. A maker, creator. Obs. 

1635 Heywood Hierarch. 11. 67 One Monarch of the world 
the great Effector. 1677 Gale Crt, Gentiles II. iv. 242 
The omnipotent Effector and Productor of al things. 

•jj Affecter i. Obs. 

1641 Baker Chrott . (1679) 1 79/ 1 He was indeed a great 
effecter of glory. 

+ Effectfall, a. Obs. In 6 Sc. effeef-. [f. Ef- 
fect + -full.] Effectual. 

X555 Sc. Acts Mary xviii, Our souerane Lady in her parlia- 
ment .. maid actis . . quhilkis as yit hes tane na dew and 
effecfull execucion. 1669 Simpson Hydro/. Chym. 78 The 
effectful cause of direful diseases. 

Effe'Ctible (efe-ktib l), a. [f. Effect v. + 
-ible.] Capable of being effected. 

1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. 11. v. 87 Not effectible 
upon the strictest experiment. 1650 Descr. Future Hist. 
Europe 14 His Decrees most effectible, when we think him 
the furthest off. 1677 Hale Prim. Orig. Man. iv. v; 338 
Whatsoever . . is effectible by the most congruous and effi 
cacious application of Actives to Passives. 

Effecting (efe-ktiq), vbl. sb. [f. Effect v. + 
-ing 1.] The action of the verb Effect. 

1581 Mulcaster Positions (1887) Ep. Ded. 6 The effect- 
ing wherof pretendeth great honour to your Maiesties per- 
son. 1609 Rowlands Knaue of Clubbes 17 Although the 
plot, .by thee was lai’d, Th’ effecting of it by me thou didst 
obtaine. 1671 Flavel Fount. Life vi. 15 In order to the 
sure effecting of this Design. 

% Used gerundially with omission of in : virtually 
serving the function of a pr. pple. passive. 

1789 Gouv. Morris in Sparks Life Writ. (1832) II. 88 
Four sentiments on the revolution effecting here. . 18x8 
Jas. Mill Brit. India II. v. i. 325 During the time in 
which this great revolution was effecting in the government 
of Bengal. 1826 Disraeli Viv. Grey 1. ix. 21 Ought you 
not to congratulate yourself that a great change is effecting? 
Effecting, ppl cl- [f. as prec. + *.] That 

effects. 

Hence Effe'ctingness = Efficaciousness. 
X768-74 Tucker Lt. Nat. (1852 II.179 Ifwe are instructed 
to believe the particular effectingness of a religious discourse 
proceeds from the workings of the Spirit, etc. 
t Effe cticn, Obs. [ad. L. effectidn-em , f. effi- 
clre : see Effect sb.] 

1. a. Fabrication, formation, production. 

X430 Lydg. Chron. Troy 11, xvii, An ymage . . AH of brent 
golde by false effection. 1677 Hale Prim. Orig . Man. 
290 Attributing the Effection of the Soul unta the Great 
God. Ibid. iv. vii. 350 The primitive Effection of the 
Humane Nature. 

b. Accomplishment, performance. 

1652 Gaule Magastrom. 53 To invent, .their own way 
for the cognition, acquisition, or effection of any thing. 1656 
Jeanes Fvln. Christ 151 The incarnation ..belongs unto 
all the three Persons ejfectivi, in regard of effection. 
f 2. Geom. A construction ; a proposition ; a 
problem or praxis drawn from some general pro- 
position. (Todd.) Obs. 

1706 in Phillips. 1796 Hutton Math. Diet. x8x8 in 
Todd ; and in mod. Diets. 

% Confused with Affection and Infection. 

1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. v. xxiii. (1495) I 3 I A swete 
voyce. .chaungith the effeccion of the herers. 1555 Eden 
Decades W. Ind. 11. m. (Arb.) 1 15 Of such force is educa- 
tion & natural effection. 1544 Phaer Regim. Lyfe (1560) 
N ij, Beware of.. fennes, for oftentymes the effection of the 
aire, ariseth of the corrupte vapoures. 

Effectism (efe ktiz’m). nonce~wd. [f. Effect + 
-ism.] The habit of aiming at ‘effect^. 

1871 H. B. Forman Living Poets 472 Any flimsy effectism 
of plot. 

Effective (efe'ktiv), a. and sb. fa. F. effectif 
-ive. ad. L. effecilvus : see Effect v. and -ive.] 

A. adj. 

f 1. That is concerned in the production of (an 
event or condition ; rarely, a material product). 
1594 T. B. La Primaud. Fr. Acad. n. 379 Powers.. 


EFFECTIVE, 
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EFFECTUALNESS. 


are effectiue principles of all actions. 3607 Sc hot. Disc. 
a<-rst. Antickr. 1. ii. 91 The signe of the Crosse is. .effectiue 
of grace. 1677 Gale Crt. Gentiles II. iv. 170 Polidc Philo- 
sophic is defined . . a Science effective of Justice in the 
Citie, 3684 tr. Bond’s Merc . Compit. vi. 193 In the Ter- 
tian [Ague] the part effective of the bloud is out of its 
natural temper. 

f b. Having the power of acting upon objects. 
2646 Sir T. Browne Pseud . Ep. 214 Time is not effective, 
nor are bodies destroyed by it, but from the action and 
passion of their Elements in it. #1652 J. Smith Set. Disc. 
v. 139 The more unbodied any thing is, the more unbounded 
also is it in its effective power. 

f 2. Concerned with, or having the function of, 
carrying into effect, executing, or accomplishing. 

c 1425 Wyntoun Cron. ix. xxvii, 256 Bis wes }?e Proces 
causative, Bat eftyr folowit effective. 1597 Morley Introd. 
Mm. Annot., Musicke is diuided into two parts. .Thesecond 
may be called syntactical, Poetical, or effectiue, 1607 
Sckol. Disc. agst. Antickr. 1, i. 33 The former was signifi- 
catiue onely, his effectiue. ( 

3. That is attended with result or has an effect. 

1760 Goldsmith Cit. W. I. (1837) 200 There is an effective 

power superior to the people. 1776 Adam Smith IV. N. I. 

1. x. 149 The masters alone had an effective voice in the 
legislation. 1863 Burton Bk. Hunter 90 The honour of the 
first effective shot. 

b. In mechanical and economical science : Said 
of that portion of an agency or force which is 
actually brought to bear on a particular object. 

1798 Malthus Popul. in. x. (18061 II. 250 The quantity of 
effective capital employed in agriculture. 1825 J. Nicholson 
O per at. Mechanic 67 This we call the virtual or effective 
head [of water]. 1S79 Thomson & Tait Nat. Phil. 1. 1. § 228 
The Component of a force in any direction, (sometimes 
called the Effective Component in that direction). 

e. Theol. Effective faith , love , etc. : that bears 
fruit in conduct [med.JL. effectivus]. 

1854 F. W. Faber Growth in Holiness v, (1872) 75 Effective 
love makes us the living images of Jesus. 

d. Effective range : the range within which a 
missile, weapon, or fire-arm is effective. 

1859 Froude Hist. Eng. (1858) I. i. 65 Two hundred and 
twenty yards . . is to be taken as the effective range lor 
fighting purposes of the old archery. 

4. Powerful in effect ; efficient, effectual. 

1398 T revisa Barth. De P. R. xvii. lxxxiv. (2495) 654 
Oleum iuniperium is most effectyf ayenst the Quartayn. 
1836 Random Recoil. Ho. Lords xvi. 402 He does not speak 
often ; nor can be be considered an effective speaker. 1837 
Howitt Rur. Life (1862) 1. iv, 30 Contributed to make 
these pursuits effective, elegant, and attractive. 1856 
Emerson Eng. Traits, Land Wks. j,Bohn. II. 17 Its best 
admiral could not have . . anchored it [England] in a more 
effective position, i860 Hawthorne Marb. Faun xliii. 
338 An Italian comedy, .effective over everybody’s risibili- 
ties. 1879 Froude Caesar iv. 39 Fewer men, better trained 
and disciplined, could be made more effective. 

b. Of works of art, literary compositions, etc. : 
Producing a striking impression ; picturesque. 

1853 G. Johnston Nat. Hist. E. Bord.l. 107 The high bank 
..is. .rendered effective by a perpendicular wall of naked 
sandstone. 1872 Freeman Hist. Ess. 21 It is not one suited 
to produce any very effective romantic narrative. 1882 
Garden 18 Feb.119/1 Varieties of Amarantusare. .effective 
in the . . garden. 

5. Fit for .work or service : chiefly of soldiers or 
sailors. (Also absol . ; see B. 2 .) 

1684 Scanderbeg Rediv. v. 105 Being not above 15 or 
16000 Men Effective. 1701 Loud. Gaz. No. 3753/4 The 
Imperial Army is said to consist of 44000 Effective Men. 
1791 Smeaton Edystone L. § 295 The copper-smiths, .were 
not likely very soon to be effective. 1865 Carlyle Fredk. 
Gt, VII. xvm. i. 93 Army of 60,000 on paper ; of effective 
more than 50,000. 

b. Effective charge : the expenditure upon effec- 
tive forces, as distinguished, e.g. } from that upon 
military pensions, retired pay, etc. 

1848 Macaulay Hist. Eng. I. 306 The whole effective 
charge of the army, navy, and ordnance, was about seven 
hundred and fifty thousand pounds. 

6 . Actual, de facto ; existing in fact; that is . . . 
so far as the effect is concerned ; opposed to 
potential, nominal. 

1786 Burke Art. W. Hastings Wks. 1842 II. 113 After- 
wards displacing two effective governours . . appointed by 
himself. 1790 — Fr. Rev. 9 The collection of an effective 
and well-distributed revenue, 17.. Bentham Levelling 
Syst. Wks. 1843 1. 361 Those .. whose present fortunes are 
above the mark, .would be but a small part of the real and 
effective losers. 1878 Gurney Crysiallogr. 39 Potential 
and not effective planes of symmetry. 

b. Effective money ; also quasWA (see quot.). 
1858 Simmonds Diet. Trade , Effective y a term used in many 
parts of the Continent to express coin in contradistinction 
to paper money. Thus bills on Vienna are generally directed 
to be paid in effective. 

B. sb. f 1* An efficient cause. Ohs. See A 5 . 
1610 Healey St. Aug. City ofGodxtu xxv. (1620) 442 
Had the eye. the apple . . their rotundity, not from any ex- 
ternal! effectiue. 1686 Goad Celest. Bodies 1. i. 1 No less 
are they the due Effective of the former. 

2. Mil. An effective soldier. (See A. 5 .) Usu- 
ally fl. 

1722 Lond. Gaz. No. 6060 '2 The Garrisons .. consist of 
Tooo Effectives. 1S09 Wellington Let. in Gurw. Disfi. IV. 
478 An abstract .. which shows the comparative numbers of 
effectives and total. 1876 Bancroft Hist. If. S. VI. xxiv. 
4 They counted nine thousand effectives. 

b. collect, sing. The effective part of an army. 
1885 Standard 29 Oct. 5/5 The effective of the Turkish 
forces in the Balkan Peninsula now reaches 180,000 men. 


Effectively (efe*ktivli), adv. [f. prec. + -ly 2 .] 
ti. As a means of causing or producing. Cf. 
quot. 1607 in Effective a. 1. 

# 1607 Sckol. Disc. agst. Antickr. 1. i. 34 That [the sign of 
imposing hands] is effectiuely vsed, is out of the question. 

t 2. a. By a direct exercise of power, b. With, 
regard to the effects. (Chiefly Theol.) Obs. 

1644 Bp. Maxwell Prerog. Chr. Kings i. 16 This [deposing 
an emperor] is done by the Pope . . not effectively but con- 
secutively. 3652 Gaule Magastrom. 85 Whether the planets 
have (either actually and formally, in themselves, or virtually 
and effectively upon others) those prime elementary quali- 
ties. ^ 1656 Jeanes Fuln. Christ 222 [God's love to Christ] 
is said to be in believers, .not onely effectively, in regard of 
its effects, grace, and glory; but also objectively. 

Z.~In effect (see Effect sb. 8 ) : fa. Actually, 
in fact (obs.). b. Virtually, substantially. 

1659 Genii, Call. (2696) 43 A rectified Will, .alone, .effec- 
tively gives us the preeminence above Beasts. 1671 Dryden 
Even. Love iv. i, Don Melchor . , is effectively at Madrid. 
1844 Mackintosh T. More Wks. 1846 I. 442 It is not equit- 
able to treat him as effectively . . answerable for measures 
of state. 1884 Harper's Mag. Oct 796/2 Effectively Eng- 
land is a republic and not a monarchy^ 

4. So as to produce an effect. Often emphatic- 
ally : With powerful effect ; decisively, completely. 

1825 M c Culloch Pol. Econ. n. ii, 104 Give to any people 
the power of accumulating, and. . they will not be disinclined 
to use it effectively. 1833 1* Taylor Fanat. v. 113 Mo- 
hammed. .effectively cashiered from his system every pure 
and spiritual conception of virtue. 1858 Froude Hist. Eng. 

III. xvi. 374 A parliament composed of other members than 
those who had sate so long and so effectively. 1878 R. W. 
Dale Led. Precuch. vi. 163 If we can preach without read- 
ing, we are likely to preach more effectively. 

5. In a manner to be fit for service. Cf. Effec- 
tive A. 5 . 

1665 Pepys Diary 18 Sept., 10,000 men effectively always 
in armes. a 1667 Cowley Anacreont. (17101 I. 52 The fair 
Ionian Regiment. And next the Carian Company, Five 
hundred both effectively. 

Effectiveness, ft Effective a. + -ness.] 
The quality of being effective, in various senses. 

1607 Sckol. Disc. agst. Antickr. 1. i. 34 We agree in many 
vses with them [the Papists], but one of their vses (to wit) 
their effectiuenes weforbeare. 1678 Cudwortk Intell. Syst. 
583 Infinite self-activity or effectiveness. 1830 Arnold 
Jrnl. m Life 1x858) II. 336 The comforts and effectiveness 
of society. 1836 Random Recoil. Ho. Lords x. 227 Effec- 
tiveness in debate. 1879 Rogers in Cassell’s Techn. Educ. 

IV. 53/2 The labour is average in point of effectiveness. 

Effectless (efe-ktles), a. [f. Effect sb. + 
-less.J Without effect, fruitless: also quasi adv. 

1588 Shaks. Tit. A. in. i. 76 lie chop off my hands, .they 
hatie seru'd me to effectlesse vse. 1673 O. Walker Edu- 
cation % Both Capacity and Instruction are effectles without 
practise and exercise. 1755 T, H. Croker Orl. Furioso 
xiv. lxxiii, Nor were his fervent prayers effectless said. 18x5 
W. Taylor in Robberds Mem. II. 459 Silence alike im- 
probable and effectless. 1851 Ruskin Mod. Paint. II. in. 

1. v. § 5 The sun itself at noonday is effectless upon the 
feelings. 

Effector ; see Effecter, 
t Effectless (efe-ktres). Obs. [f. Effecter + 
-ess.] A female effecter. (Cf. next.) 

2601 Cornwallyes Ess. xx. xxxviii. ( 1631 1 152 It is so cer- 
taine an effectresse of things prosperity. 1615 G. Sandys 
Trav. 8 The Virgin Mane . . reputed an effectresse of 
miracles. 1662 J, Chandler Van Helmoni's Oriat . 143 
The effectress of a thingliness or essence. 

y Effe’Ctrix. [L. ; fem. of effector Effecter : 
see -trix. (In mod philosophical L. used in ap- 
position with causa , vis.)] An efficient cause or 
power. 

x6xo Barrough Meth. Physick m. i. ('1639') 100 Weaknesse 
of the stomack is sometime caused through discemper of 
the effectrix or working quality. 

t Effe*Ctuable, a. Obs . rare — V [f. Fr. effec- 
tu-er y -able.] That can be effectuated. 

i6ix Speed Hist. Gt Brit. ix. xvi, It was a worke worthy 
of his labour, .and not easily effectuable. 

Effectual (efe*kti//al), a. Also 4-5 effectual!, 
fa. OF. effectuel late L. efectudlis } f. effect-us 
Effect sb . : see -al.] 

1. That produces its intended effect, or adequately 
answers its purpose. Of legal documents or 
covenants : V alia, binding. 

^2386 Chaucer Sompn. T. 162 Our orisouns ben more 
effectuel. 1485 Act 1 Hen. VII, Annex. Ducat. Lane. Ruff- 
head IX. App. 106 Every such Lese . . be as good effectual 
and available in the Law. c 1489 Caxton Sonnes ofAymon 
vi. 151 To bryng the matere to a conclusion effectuell. 1664 
Evelyn Kal. Hort. (1729' 232 One single Pipe of com- 

f etent bore, would be as effectual as three our four, a 1687 
’etty Pol. Arith. {1690) 73 The Charge of the Government 
. .would be more, .effectual. 1794 Burke Corr. (1844) IV. 
205 We must endeavour to make our complaints rather 
effectual than loud. 2884 Earl Selborne in Law Times 
Rep. 1 Mar., Registration does not make effectual a docu- 
ment which was. .inoperative and of no effect. 

b. Theol. Effectual calling (see quot.). So also 
effectual grace : the special grace given to those 
elected to salvation. 

2609 Bible (Douay) Index, Grace sufficient is geven to 
every one, effectual of Gods especial mercie to some. 1648 
Shorter Catech., Effectual calling is the work of God’s 
Spirit, whereby.. he doth persuade and enable us to em- 
brace Jesus Christ. 1662 Stillingfl. Orig. Sacr. hi. iii. § 7 
If God withdrew not any effectual! grace from man. 

C. Effecttml demand : in Political Economy. 


2776 Adam Smith IV. N. 1. 1. vu. 58 Such people may be 
called effectual demanders, and their demand the effectual 
demand ; since it may be sufficient to effectuate the bring- 
ing of the commodity to market. 1798 Malthus Popul. m. 
x. (1806) II. 250 The sole cause which would determine the 
quantity of effective capital employed in agriculture would 
be the extent of the effectual demand for corn. 1868 Rogers 
Pol. Econ. iii. (ed. 3) 21 And this demand must be effectual, 
that is, must be accompanied with the power of proffering 
some other object in exchange. 

+ 2. * Effective in various senses. Obs. 

1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. xin. xxvi. (1495' 462 The 
more whyte. .a perle is, the more effectuell and vertuous it is 
holde. 2586 Bright Melanch, x. 44, I take it . . to be an 
effectuall & pregnant substance. 2662 Marvell Corr. 
xxxv. Wks. 1872-5 II. 79 My Lord of Bath, who is^ . as 
effectuall an hand as can be chosen in the whole Court. 
2674 Playford Skill Miss. 1. 60 With his Harp he expressed 
such effectual melody and Harmony. 1689 Bp. G. Walker 
Siege Derry 37 V/ e also got into our Garrison some Effectual 
Men out of their number, 
f 8. Effectual cause : = efficient cause. Obs. 

2581 W. Stafford Exam. Compl. iii. (1876) 83, I must .. 
try out the effectuall cause of these inclosures. 

4, Of prayers, entreaties; earnest, urgent (see 
also 1 ). 

Cf. Anglo-Lat. effectuose supplicant es f earnestly entreat- 
ing \ a.d. 1229 in Rymer I. 308. Perhaps this use was 
originally due to confusion with Affectual ; but the trans- 
lators of the A.V. ingeniously availed themselves of it in 
James v. 16 to render Gr. HepyovfiHij (R. V. ‘ in its work- 
ing V 

[cf. 2386 in i.j 2440 [see Effectually 2]. 2547 Bidding 

Prayer, Ye shall also-make your harty and effectual prayer 
to Almighty God for the peace of all Christian regions. 
2622 Bible James v. 16 The effectual fervent prayer of a 
righteous man availeth much. 1616 N. Brent tr. Sarpis 
Hist. Connc. Trent (1676) 505 Letters came . . with most 
effectual exhortations, in the Popes name, to accommodate 
the differences. 

+ 5. ? Actual, now existing. Obs. 

2598 J. Heywood (title), Workes, namelie a Dialogue, where- 
in are pleasantlie contrived the number of all the effectual 
Proverbs in our English tongue. 2635 Fuller Ch. Hist. it. 

1 16 The Banes had London .. and Alired onely three effec- 
tuall Shires. 

fG. ‘ To the point*, pertinent, conclusive, Obs. 
2593 Shaks. 2 Hen. VI, hi. i. 41 Reprove my allegation,. 
Or else conclude my words effectuall. 1608 Yorksh. Trag. 

I. iv. 207 ’Tis..my fashion. .to be plain and effectual. 1625 
Meade in Ellis Orig. Lett. 1. 315 III. 203 He would give a 
speedy and effectual answer. 1677 Marvell Corr. cccviii. 
Wks. 1872-5 II. 552 There will be no mony given this sitting, 
but upon very visible and effectuall termes. 

Effectuality- [f. prec. + -ity.] The quality 
of being effectual. 

a 1641 Mountagu Acts# Mon. (1642') 132 The nature, con- 
dition, force, and effectuality of grace. 1758 Herald It. 46 
No. 18 The simplicity, facility, and effectuality of my scheme 
is undeniably a proof, etc. 1865 Carlyle Fredk. Gt. VI. 
xv. ix. 52 Solidity, brilliant effectuality, shining through 
all he does. 

Effectually (efe-ktitfali), adv. [f. as prec. + 
-LY^.J 

1. a. So as adequately to answer the purpose. 
c 1375 Wyclif Wks. (18801 385 $if a man schuld do effec- 
tualy almes. 1466 Sir J. Felbrigge in Poston Lett . 538 

II, 255 Yff yt please your gentylnesse to be effectualy my 
frend. 1576 Lam bar de P era mb, Kent ( 1826) Introd. 8, 1 
know not how I may more fitly and effectually commend it 
than to say, etc. 1662 Fuller Worthies 11840) III. 119 
Doing his charity effectually, but with a possible privacy. 
1699 Bentley Phal. 159, I have already effectually con- 
futed Pausanias’s date of Anaxilas. 17x1 Addison Sped. 
No. 98 r 4 An excessive Head-dress may be attacked the 
most effectually when the Fashion is against it. 1818 
Cruise Digest II, 359 Any conveyance by the covenantor, . 
will effectually destroy all contingent uses. 1880 Haughtcu 
Phys. Geog. v. 205 The equatorial meridian chain has so 
effectually robbed the eastern Trade Winds of their vapour. 

b. Theol. See Effectual i b. 

2634 Canne Necess. Separ. (1849) 225 We have been par- 
takers of the true word and sacraments, and many of us 
i effectually called thereby. 

1 2 . Of entreaties, prayers, etc. (cf. Affectu ally) : 
Earnestly, ardently. Obs. 

c 2440 Gesta Rom. xxxiii. 352 (Add. MS.) We pray the 
effectually of one counsaile . . and help. 2478 C. R eynfortk 
in Poston Lett. 823 III. 221 Effectually desyryng to here of 
yowr welfare. 1528 More Heresyes 1. Wks. (2557) 167/2 
He meruaylous effectually besecheth christen people to 
agre. 1578 Chr. Prayers in Priv. Prayers (2851) 457 
Grace to pray effectually. 

1 3. Pertinently, to the purpose, explicitly. Obs. 

2583 T. Watson Poems ;Arb.) 78 Plainely and effectually 

set downe, albeit in fewe wordes. 2633 T. Stafford Pac. 
Hib. xiii. 146 Write to me effectually your Lordships mind. 

1 4. As the effect of a cause. Obs. 

1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. xix. cxvi. 922 Of him that 
is one god in substaunce comyth all creatures effectually. 

f 5. In effect ; in fact, in reality. Obs. 
c 1600 Shaks. Sonn. cxiii, Mine eye . . Seemes seeing, but 
effectually is out. 2662 J. Bargrave Pope Alex. Vll (1867)18 
There arrived . . a gentleman traveller . . but effectually he 
was the Pope's nuntio. 1768 Sterne Sent. Journ. (2778) 
I. 35 Something darken’d the passage . . it was effectually 
Mons. Dessein. 

Effectualness (efe*kti?/alnes). Now rare. 
[f. as prec. + -ness.] The quality of being effec- 
tual ; the power of producing effects ; efficacy. 

1545 Pref. Hen. VI IPs Primer in Wilkins Concilia III. 
873 The pith or effectualnes [Lat. vim] of the talke. 2587 
Golding De Mornay xxx. (16x7) 523 The effectualnesse of 
his doctrine in the curing of mens soules. 1622 Ainsworth 
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Anno A Pent at. Ex. iv. 7 A thing done in. the hosome signi- 
.fieth secresie and effectualnesse. x6$6 Stillingfl. Semi. L 
iv. (R.) From the effectualness of it in order to that end, it 
is the power of God to salvation. 1877 M. Arnold Last 
Ess. Ch. g 1 Has the advantage of a far greater effectualness 
than Butler’s way. 

t Effe'Ctuate, pple* Obs. [as if ad. L. *ef- 
fectudt-us, pa. pple. of *effectud-re ; see next and 
-ate 'A] Used as pa. pple. of next. 

1609 W, Barlow A new. Nameless Cath. 291 A mans death 
jnay bee effectuate by two meanes. 1646 Z, Boyd in Zion's 
Flowers ; 1855) App. 31/1 That he see the premisses well 
effectuate. 

Effectuate (efe*kti« ( ^t), v. Also 6-7 effec- 
tuate [f. (on the analogy of Actuate) F. effectu- 
er, f. L. effectu-s ; see Effect sb. and -ate 3 . j 
trans. To bring to pass (an event) ; to carry 
into effect, accomplish (an intention, desire). ■ 

1580 Sidney Arcadia n. 127 He found him a most fit in- 
strument to effectuate his desire. 1587 Fleming Contn . 
Holinsiiedlll. 1577/2 A deed of great honour, .and easie to 
effectuat. 1588 D. Rogers in Ellis Orig. Lett. 11. 233 III. 
146 Gentlemen, against whom the kinge can lyttle effect- 
uate. iGi& Relat. State Kirk Scott. 5 To the end they 
might effectuat this point the more easily. 1733 Cheyne 
Eng. Malady 11. iii. § 1 U7341 138 The only Means that can 
effectuate a Palliative Cure. 1773 Johnson in Boswell 1 1 . 
113, 1 should probably be put to death without effectuating 
my purpose. 1818 Cruise Digest vi. 167 Courts of justice 
have been always anxious to effectuate the intentions of 
testators. 1870 Bowen Logic vixi. 229 If the Premises 
precede, and, as it were, effectuate the conclusion. 

Effectuating (efe'ktiw^tiq 1 ), vbl.sb. [f. prec. 
4 -ing 1 .] The action of the verb Effectuate. 
1619 in Eng. Ger.i 1865) 47 For the disguising and effec- 
tuating of their designes. 1630 Lord Banians 85^ They 
make as few instruments serve for the effectuating of divers 
workes as may bee. 1885 J. Scott Chr. Life (17471 III. 65 
In order to the effectuating this . his Mediation. 1812 
Examiner 28 Sept. 619/2 The effectuating such a plan. 

Effe ctuating, ppl a. [f. as prec. + -ing 2.] 
That effectuates ; efficient,, operative. 

x6i$ Crooke Body of Man. 87 The effectuating cause of 
sensation. 1831 W. Hanna Mem. Chalmers (1854) II. 158 
The effectuating influence. 

Effectuation (efe:ktb/|^:jbn). [noun of action 
f. Effectuate : see -ation.} A carrying out, or 
carrying into effect ; accomplishment, fulfilment. 

x6rx Steed Hist. Gt. Brit, ix.xx, Charles King of France 
..resolued to breake thorow all respects, .. rather then 
to faile in effectuation. 1818 Bentham Ch. Eng. 135 In 
the effectuation of which . . the exclusionary system is the 
main instrument employed. 1818 Dwight Theol. xiii. 
(1830) I. 233 To publish laws for., the effectuation of the 
common duties. 1865 W. Palgrave Arabia I. 375 The 
effectuation of his great scheme. 

+ Effextuous, a. Obs. Also 4 effeetuos, 5 
-wis, -uis, -eous, 6 -us. [ad. OF. effectueux , ad. 
ined.L. effecluosus } f. effectu-s : see Effect sb. and 
-ous.] . 

1 . = Effectual a. 1. 

c xqooAfol. Loll. 55 pe word of dede is more effectuos in 
werkyng fen fe word of J?e motif. 1493 Act 2 Hen. VII, 
c. 61 § 7 The same graunt . .[shall be] advaillable, good and 
effectuous. 1348 G. Wi shart in Misc. Wodr. Sac. (1844) 12 This 
fay th is effectuous through charitie. 1362 Turner Herbal n. 
96 b, The Iesse kynde [of Poly] is. .more effectuus or stronger 
m workyng. 1563 Homilies 11. Right Use Ch. 1. (1859) 154 
The effectuous presence of his heavenly Grace, 1567 Maplet 
Gr. Forest 4b, Ceraunium. .is. .effectuous to bring a man 
in sweete sleepe. x6io Barrough Metk. Physick m. lx. 
(1639) 197 You must come to more effectuous remedies. 

2 . Of prayer, etc. : Urgent, earnest ; = Effectual 4. 

*535 Goodly Primer {1834) 226 An effectuous prayer, very 

needful in these last . , days. 1536 Bedyl in Strype Eccl, 
Mem , 1 . 1. XXXV. 269 Two brethren . . have given their bills 
Inclosed to me, very effectuous. 1653 Fuller Ch. Hist. ix. 
203 By our most effectuous and earnest Letter. 

t Effextuously, adv. Obs. [f. prec. + -ly 2 .] 

1 . Effectually, with powerful effect. 
a 1400 Cov. Myst. (1841)380 Whiche in this cas Thou lykyst 
to chesyn effectuously To ocapye the lott of Judas plas. 
c 1425 \Vyntoun Cron.vn. xxxviii. 260 To fe Pope fai wrat 
for-fi All fe more effectwysly. 1526 Pilgr. Perf. (1531) 6r 
To thynke . . not superficially . but . . effectuously. 1343 
Traheron Vigo's Ckirarg. iv. 154 Oyle of lyneseed , . 
swageth payne effecteouslye. a 1533 Ridley IVks. 274 
.Whosoever receiveth worthily that bread and. wine, re- 
.ceiveth effectuously Christs body . . he is made effectually 
partaker of his passion. 

: 2 . Urgently, earnestly ; cf. Affectuously. 

x$33 Bellenden Livyv, (1822) 441 Thay. .desirit himeffec- 
tuislie to lede thame.. to the tentis of inerayis. 1582-8 
Hist. fas. VI (1804) 3 Praying effectuouslie to graunt lair 
constancie. 

.. t Effextliousness. Obs. rare" 1 , [f. as prec. 
4 * -ness.] The quality of being effectuous ;■ efficacy. 

x686 Goad Celest. Bodies 1. xii. 48 The effectuousness of 
the Semisextile.. must be referred, .to that efficacy, which 
..is not yet extinct in the Oblique line. 

; . f Bffee’ble, v, Obs. [variant of Affeeble or 
Enfeeble,; the prefix being assimilated to Ef-.] 
'trans. To enfeeble. 

. 1571 Golding Calvin on Ps. xlviii. 8 The welfare of the 
Church, .may. .be sore shaken, but yit not so effeebled that 
it shulcl fal. 1581 Marbeck Bk. of Notes 326 That foule 
[Eagle] is. .not effeebled by yeeres, nor subject to diseases; 

f Effee bUsh, v. Obs. [var. of Affeeblish v.\ 
see prec.] trans. To enfeeble. Hence Effee*- 
blisliing vbt r sb. XSffee'blishment sb . , weakening. 


2570-80 T. Hacket Amadis of Gaule 305 The brave Lyons 
..shall be brought under/and the strength of their clawes 
effeeblished. 1540 Raynald Byrth Man. (1634) 123 To the 
great effeeblishing of the woman. Ibid. (1634)49 For in 
some they linger upon five, sixe, seven, yea eight dayes at 
each Terme, to their great effeeblishment. 

t Effei'r, sb. Obs. or arch. Also 4-5 effer(e, 
6 effeer, -air. [Sc. var. of Affaik, q. v.j 

1 . «= Affair 1 ; a ‘ cause’. 

*375 Barbour Bruce x. 305 He sped him to the were, Till 
help his Eym and his effere. 150s Douglas Pal. Hon. 1. 
Ixvui, For greit effeir me thocht na pane to die. a 1605 
Montgomerie Oppos. Court to Consc. 22 No furtherer of 
thair effairs. 

2 . = Affair 6 ; appearance, bearing ; show, 
‘ pomp and circumstance f ; ceremony. 

1373 Barbour Bruce v. 608 The king persauit.be thair 
effeir, That all wes suth men till hym tald. Ibid, vil 30 
lohn of lorn, with gret effere. Ibid. 126 Thai persauit be 
his spekyng, And his effer, he wes the kyng. c 1425 Wyn- 
toun Cron. ix. xxii. 69 Dame Anabil Qwene of Scotland. . 
Cunnand', curtas in her efferis. c 1500 Lancelot .2357 Sche 
gart bryng . . With grete effere this knycht to hir presens. 
1535 Stewart Cron. Scot. 11858) I. 299 Thair forwardnes 
and eik thair fresche effeir. 1818 Scott Hrt. Midi, xii. 
This rising in effeir of war. 

b. pi. Phenomena, properties. 

1500-20 Dunbar Thistle Rose 128 Discirnyng all thair 
[flouris] fassionis and effeiris. 

Effeir, effere (in Sc. efrr), of north . dial. 
Also 7 effeer. [Usual spelling of Affeir, Affere.] 
1 . impers. intr. To fall by right, appertain, be- 
come, be proper or meet. Obs. exc. in Sc. law 
phrase ‘ as effeirsk 

0x375 Barbour Troy-bk. 11. 3020 And }>ai In Achaia hime 
erde With kyngis honour,' as efferde. c 1375? Barbour St. 
Pkilippus 90, & al J?e remaynyne to do pat efferyte pare 
ordyr to. 0 x430, Henryson Mar. Fab., Tale of Dog 23 
The Ravin, as to his office weill effeird, Indorsat hes the 
write. Ibid. (1832) 25, I drewe a little by^ For it effeirs 
nether to heare nor spye. XS35 Stewart Cron. Scot. III. 
326 Or to his stait efferit for to haif. 1657 Colvil Whigs 
Supplic. (X75i)p5 It effeers That I be judged by my .Peers, 
1833 Act 34- 4 Will. IV, c. 46 § 128 All competent diligence 
may; pass and be directed hereon in form as effeirs. 

•f 2 . As personal vb. To be becoming, pertain 
properly. Const, to or dat. 

a 1350 Christ is Kir he Gr. viii, He cheist a Plane as did 
affeir him. <2x600 Maitland Poems 328 (Jam.) Honest 
weidis, To thair estait doand effeir [ = effeirand], a 1605 
Montgomerie Flyting 573 All his fousome forme thereto 
effeirs. 1820 Scott Monast. xxxiii, In all that effeirs to war. 
t Effei r, Vf Sc. Obs. rare. [var. Afear, q. v.J 

1 . trans. To frighten. 

15x3 Douglas AEneis xi. xii. 102 Na wound nor wapyn 
mycht hym anis effeir. 1533 (ed. 1) Ibid. viii. iv. 88 The 
first time that ony. .persauit Cacus efferde [ v.r . aflerd]. 

2 . trans. To fear, be afraid of. 

1552 Lyndesay Monarche 2576 Effeir nocht Diuine 
puny tione ? 

t Effei'ring,///. a. Sc. Obs. Also 6 efferand. 
See also Affeiring. [pr. pple. of Effeir vP] 
Properly appertaining, suitable, proportionate, 

1349 Compl. Scot, vi. (18721 56 God almyehty. .mittigatis 
..baytht the gude..and euil operations of the planetis, 
efferand for the vertu and vice that ringis amang the pepil. 
XS36 Bellenden Cron Scot. I. (1821) Introd. 34 Litill Johne 
..hes bene four tene feet of hicht, with square membris 
offering thairto. 18x6 Scott Antiq. xii, With annual rent 
and expenses effeiring. 

Hence EffePrau&ly adv. } suitably. 

1551 Sc. Ads Mary^ {1814) 485 (Jam.) Efter thair qualite 
foirsaid to be punischit effeirandlie. 

Effeminacy (efe*minasi). Also 6 effeminaty. 
[f. Effeminate a. : see -acy.] 

1 . Effeminate quality; Unmanly weakness, soft- 
ness, or delicacy. 

1602 Warner Alb. Eng. Epit. (1612) 360 Finding.. the 
Britons alienated from themselues through ease and effem- 
inacie. 1626 T H. Caitsstn's Holy Crt. 15 A spirit soothed 
with its ovvne Effeminaty, 1711 Steele Sped. No. 104 r 2 
His Features, Complexion, and Habit had a remarkable Ef- 
feminacy. 1763 J. Brown Poetry $ Plus. § 7. 153 Their coarse 
manners melted gradually into false Politeness and Effem- 
inacy. <21876 J. H. Newman Hist* Sk. I. 1. iv. 172 A 
barbarous people, possessed of a beautiful country, may be 
relaxed in luxury and effeminacy. 

■ f 2 , (Cf. Effeminate a. 3.) Obs. 

1642 Chas. I . Declar. Soldiers at Southamp. 21 Get. 6 
Avoid . . excessive drinking and effeminacy jby some es- 
teemed the property of a souldier). 1671 Milton Samson 
410 But foul effeminacy held me yok’t Her Bond-Slave. 

Effeminate iefe*min/t), a. and sb. [ad. L. 
effeminat-us, i. effemind-re , f. ex out + pemina 
woman.] A. adj. 

1 . Of persons : That has become like a woman : 
a. Womanish, unmanly, enervated, feeble ; self- 
indulgent, voluptuous ; unbecomingly delicate or 
over-refined, f b. (Cf, quot. 1 609 in B.) 

(The two first quots. may possibly belong to 3'. 
c 1430 Lydg. Bochas hi, y. < 1554) 77 a, It is. . the most peril- 
ous thyng A prince to been of his condicion Effeminate. 1534 
Ld. Berners Gold. Bk. M. Aurel. (1546 E viij, An effemi- 
nate persone neuer hathe spirite to any hie or noble dedes. 
1349 Compl Scot. xi. (1873) 2 5 Effemenet men sal be ther 
dominatours. 1355 Eden Decades W. Ind. (Arb.) 50 The 
sclendernesse of theyr capacitie and effeminate hartes. 1625 
K. Long tr. Barclay's Argents iv. xxii. 3x9 But a Souldier’s 
death shall make amends for thy effeminate life. 1748 
Anson Voy. n. xiv. (ed. 4) 386 A Luxurious and effeminate 
race: 1841 W. Spalding Italy <§• I A 1 st. I. 107 This step 


enabled the Germanic soldiers to compare themselves 
with the effeminate troops of the south. 

absol. quasi -sb. 1609 Bible (Douay ) Prov. xviii, 8 The 
soules of the effeminate shal be hungrie. 1692 Dryden 
tr. St, Evremont's Ess. 162 A softness, wherein for the most 
part languish the Effeminate. 

b. Of things : Characterized by, or proceeding 
from, unmanly weakness, softness, or delicacy. 

XS79 Gossqn Sch. Abuse lArb.) 32 Effeminate gesture to 
rauish the sence. 1591 Shaks. i Hen. VI, v. iv, 107 Shall 
we at last conclude effeminate peace? 1685 Crowne Sir 
C. Nice v. 49, I scorn those effeminate revenges. If I 
hurt any man it shall be with my sword. 1776 Gibbon DecL 
Fall I. 148 Rome was. .humbled beneath the effeminate 
luxury of Oriental despotism. 1839 H. Rogers Ess. (1874) 
II. iii. 149 They would sooner employ, .the most effeminate 
circumlocution than resort to a. .homely term or phrase. 

fc. Without implying reproach : Gentle, ten- 
der, compassionate. Obs. 

1594 Nashe Unfort. Trav. 26 Their handes had no leasure 
to aske counsell of their effeminate eyes, 1394 Shaks; 
Rich. Ill, in. vii. 21 1 We know your tenderness of heart, 
And gentle kinde effeminate remorse, 
f d. Of music, odours, etc : Soft, voluptuous. Obs. 
X674 Playford Skill Mas. 1. 61 The lonick Mood was 
more light and effeminate Musick. 1692 O. Walker Hist. 
Illustrated 77 The Myrtle .. because of its Effeminate 
smell, etc. 

*1) Used for : Feminine, characteristic of women. 
1549 Olde Erasm. Par. 1 Timothy ii. 9 Nowe let the women 
also praye after thexample of the men. Yf there be any 
effemynate affection [Lat. * Si quid est in animo mulie- 
brium affectuum'\ in their stomakes, let them caste it out. 
f 2 . Physically weak, ‘delicate’. Obs. 

1632 French Yorksh . Spax. 91 , 1 . .advise those that have 
effeminate stomachs to take off the cold from the water 
before they drink it. 

1 3 . The notion ‘self-indulgent, voluptuous’ 
(see 1) seems sometimes to have received a special 
colouring from a pseudo-etymologieal rendering 
of the word as ‘devoted to women*. Unequi- 
vocal instances are rare ; cf. quot. 1430 in 1 ; also 
Effeminacy 2 ; Effeminateness 2. Obs. 

X490 Caxton Eneydos xv 1. 55 Man effemynate [Virgil 
uxorius] wythout honour rauysshed in to dileectation femy- 
nyne. 1589 Puttenham Eng. Poesie 11. (Arb.) 146 The king 
was supposed to be. .very amorous and effeminate, 
f 4 . Used as pa. pple. of Effeminate, v. Sc. Obs. 
1536 Bellenden Cron . Scot., How strang. .pepill grew in 
our regioun afore they were effeminat with lust, a 1360 Rol- 
land Crt. Venus iii. 619 How mony men hes it effeminate. 

B, sb. An effeminate person, h. spec, (see 
quot. 1600). 

1397 Lanif.l Civ. Wars I. 70 This wanton young effemi- 
nate [Richard II]. 1609 Bible i Douay) 1 Kings xiv. 24 
Effeminates [Vulg. effeminati, 16 xx Sodomites] were in the 
land. 1784 Cowper Task n. 223 With a just disdain Frown 
at effeminates. 1860 W. Wkbb in Medical Times 15 Sept. 
266/2 Soft-handed effeminates. 

Effeminate (efe-min^t), v. [ad. L. effemin - 
aius, pa. pple. of effemindre (see Effeminate a.) 
Cf. F. eff burner . 1 

FI. trans. To make into a woman; to represent 
as a woman. Obs. rare. 

1678 Cudworth Intell. Syst. 493 They effeminated the 
Air and attributed it to Juno. 1739 Cibber A pot. ^1756) I, 
90 Till the male Queen cou'd be effeminated [i,e. till the 
actor playing that part could be shaved],' 

2 . To make womanish or unmanly ; to enervate. 

13516 Robinson tr. More's Utop. (Arb.) 40 It is not to be 

feared lest they shoulde be effeminated, if thei were brought 
vp in good craftes. 1377 Hanmer ^wc. Eccl Hist (3585) 
155 He effeminated his souldiers with all kind of delicacy 
an d lasciuiousnesse. 1579 G osson Sch. A base (1841)19 Bring- 
ing sweet comfortes into Theaters which rather effeminate 
the minde. 1676 Shad well Libertine iv. ii, Luxurious 
living .. Effeminates fools in body. 1699 T* Qockman] 
Tully's Offices 1x706 ■ 61 note, A Stream which was said to. . 
effeminate those that washed in it. 1758 Her aid . II. 252 If 
the too free admission of wealth . . could . . effeminate their 
manners. .1829 Southey Sir T. More II. 236 Luxury has 
not effeminated them. 

3 . intr. To become womanish ; to grow weak, 
languish. 

1393 Gower Conf III. 236 To seen a man from his estate 
Through his soty effeminate And Ieve that a man shall do. 
1612 Bacon Greatness Kingd., Ess 239 In a slothfull peace 
both courages will effeminate, and manners corrupt. 

Effeminated (efe-min^itd ),///. a. [f. prec. 
+ -ed ] a. Rendered womanish or unmanly, b. 
Reduced to the employments of a woman, fc. 
? Degraded by subjection to a woman. 

1611 Speed Hist. Gt. Brit, xx. iii § 38 His dhiefest Consorts 
were Effeminated persons, Ruffians and the like. 1619 HI 
Hutton Follie's A nat. 24 See Omphale, her effeminated 
king Basely captive, make him doe any thing. *726 De 
Foe Hist. Devil 1. iv, The effeminated Male Apple eater 
[Adam], ' : ■ ■ 

Effeminately (efe-min/tli), adv. [f. Effem- 
inate a. A-LY'-t.] 

1 . In an effeminate or unmanly manner or style. 
1528 Tin dale Obed. Chr. Man. in Wks. (1573) i43_ ^bat 
white rocherte that the Byshops . . weare so like a Nunne, 
and so effeminatly. 1335 Eden Decades W, Ind. m. i- (Arb.) 
138 Effeminately decked. x6xx Cotgr., Laschement . . coldly, 
faintly, effeminately. ^ 1638 Brathwait Hist. Surv, {x6$x) 
306 A youth too curiously and effeminately drest. 1697 
Potter Antiq. Greece 117x5) I, l xxvi. 172 If any one ... 
take hire for him [a Boy] to be effeminately embraced. 
X70X W. Wotton Hist. Rome 359 The Roman Soldiers had 
lived too effeminately to fight well. 1836 Marry at OUa 
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f>ffdr. xxv, They . . are . - a . . very effeminately built race. 
x88x J. Hawthorne Fort. Fool i, xix, He’s not effeminately 
lovely. 

f 2. ? Through degrading passion for a woman. 
1671 Milton Samson 562 To let in the foe, Effeminately 
vanquished. 

Effe‘min.ateness a > [f. as prec. + -ness.] 

1. The quality or condition of being effeminate 
or womanish;; unmanly softness or weakness. 

1581 Sidney Apol. Poe trie (Arb.) 59 An Art., not of 
effeminatenes, but of. .stirring of courage. 1639 Fuller 
Holy War 11. xxvii. (1840) 84 They sent a distaff and a 
spindle . .as upbraiding their effeminateness. 1670 Lassels 
Voy. Italy (16981 Pref. xp My young traveller should leave 
behind him .. all. effeminateness. x8xa H. C. Robinson 
Diary 17 June in Earle PhiloLEng . Tong. § 322 His sensi- 
bility., is in danger of being mistaken for effeminateness. 
f2. (Cf. Effeminate a. 3 .) Ohs. 

1648 Hexham Dutch Diet. [1660) Verwijvinge, effeminate- 
nesse, or given to women. 

.Bffie’ miu ating’, vbU sb. [f. Effeminate v. 

+ -ING 1 .] The action or process of rendering 
effeminate ; unmanly softening or weakening. 

*555 Eden Decades W. hid. (Arb.) 190 They make rather 
to theffeminatynge of the my tides of men. 1710 Lady M. 
W. Montague Lett. Ixvii. II. no We are permitted no books 
but such as tend to the. .effeminating of the mind. 

Effe 'Bimatmg, ppl. a. [f. as prec. ■+■ -ing 2 .] 
Making effeminate or unmanly ; enervating. 

1676 Wycherley PL Dealer in. i. Thou art as hard to 
shake off as that . . effeminating mischief, love, 1757 Herald 
(1758) 1. 91 Effeminating luxury, i860 Emerson Cond. Life 
(x86x) 121, I . . find the religions of men. .unmanly and effe- 
minating. . 

Effemination f efe^in^-Jbn). [ad. L. effemin- 
ation-em, f. effemindre to Effeminate.] The pro- 
cess of rendering or of becoming effeminate. 

1650 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. ted. 2) 120 [The hare] 
figured, .degenerous effemination. 1684. tr. Sonet's Merc. 
Compit. 1. 36, I know a place in the Belly, .which, if burnt 
[with moxa], a certain Effemination follows, without hope of 
recovering a man’s Virility. 

t Effe “niixiat or . Ohs. rare— 1 , [f. as prec. + 
-on.] He who, or that which, renders effeminate. 

1630 Brathwait Eng. Gent lew. (1641) 279 That Effemina- 
tour both of youth and age, Delicacy of apparell. 

Effeittittize (efeuninaiz), v. Now rare. [f. 
Effemin-aTe a. + -ize.] trans. To render effemin- 
ate or womanish in character or appearance. 
c x 5 x 2 Sylvester Du Bartas (x62x) 1083 His braue Knights 
effeminiz’d by S loath. 1616 R. C. Timed Wkis.fxL 970 A 
IjOyelocke .. Doth the lewd wearer quite effemimze. 1836 
Donaldson The at. Greeks ied. 4) 376 The tragic poets,, 
effeminized them. 1863 Blackzv. Mag. Sept. 269 [Pope] is 
considered . . to have, .effeminised Dryden’s style. 

Hence Effeminized ppl. a.. Effe*minizing*///. 
1824 Blackw. Mag. XVI. 162 Enthusiasm. .inspired. .by 
the effeminizing sensuality of Moore.. 1881 Ld. Lytton in 
19 th C. Nov. 769 Our present somewhat effeminised civil- 
isation. I hid. 774 It tends to encourage, .an effeminising 
influence in English poetry. 

II Effendi (efemdi). Also 7 aphendis, 9 efen- 
deo. [Turkish efendi, a corruption of Gr. 

avOevTrjs (pronounced afjte'ndfs) lord, master.] A 
Turkish title of respect, chiefly applied to govern- 
ment officials and to members of the learned pro- 
fessions. 

1614 Selden Titles Hon . 381 Their aphendis written also 
by the later Greeks a 4>6v8yis is corrupted from A v&evTr)<;, i. 
Lord. 1688 Lond. Gaz. No. 2313/2 Nachis Effendi (who is 
the chief of those that wear a Green Turbant, as being de- 
scended from Mahomet). 17x6 Lady M. W. Montague 
££#, 11825) 207 He assembled the chief effendis or heads 
of the law. 1732 Eames in Phil. Trans. XXXVlL 340 
It has the ■ Imprimatur . . of a Turkish Divine, and three 
Effendies, 1814 W. Brown Hist. Propag. Chr. II. 535 The 
Effendis or doctors frankly confessed that they were unable 
to answer the argument^ of the missionaries. 

:f Effeir, Ohs. rare. Also 7 Efferre. [ad. 
L. effer-re, f. ex out + ferre to bear.] trans. To 
bring forth; to give off. 

^1606. Warner Alb. Eng. lxxxv. 352 But Insolencle hath a 
time as well to fall as erre. .To which no Opportunities but 
doe Effects efferre. 1657 Tomlinson Retiou’s Disp, 526 
Honey must be cocted till it effer no more spume. 

f Efferate, ppl. Obs . rare . . [ad. L. effer at- 

us; see next] Pierce, harsh, morose. 

1684 H. More Answ. 112 Either heedlesness or an efferate 
religious Melancholy. 

t Efferate, v. Ohs. [f. L. effer at- ppl. stem of 
effer are, f. effer -us Effere < 2 .] trans. To render 
fierce, exasperate. 

1658 Ussher Ann. vi. 243 The feedity of such an act 
might, .efferate their, minds more. 1653 M anton Exp. 
James ii. 6 Riches exalt the mind and efferate it. 

Hence f Effer$b*tion * Obs. rare. Irritating action. 
1684 tr. Bonefs Merc. Compit. viii. 295 Spirits .. by their 
efferation often hurt the Bowels, 
t Effe*re, a. Obs. rare— l . [ad. L. effer -us, f. ex 
out + ferus fierce.] Excessively wild or fierce. 

1586 J. Hooker Gira.ld. Hist. Irel. in Holinshed II.144/1 
Let us retume to the histone of this effere. .nation. 

+ Effe're, sb. Sc. Obs. rare. Also afeir, affeir. 
[Used metr. gr. for Fear sb . ; the prefix vaguely 
after Afear v., Effbay : see Effeir v. 2 ] Fear. 

*553 Douglas JEneis 11. v, [iv.] 21. (ed. x)‘ 34 a,We fled 
.away al bludles for effere [v. r. afeir]. Ibid. in. i. 57 And 
for effere [ed. 1874 affeir] my blude togiddir fresit. 


Effere, var. of Effeir, v. Sc., to suit. 

Efferent (efferent), a. and sb. Phys. [ad. L. 
efferent-em, pr. pple. of efferre : see Effer.] 

A. adj. Conveying outwards, discharging. 

1856 Todd & Bowman Phys. Anat . II. 487 A minute 
venous radicle, efferent vessel [may be seen] to emerge . . in 
close proximity to the artery. 1870 Rolleston Anim. Life 
Introd. 34 The efferent arteries are. .connected with afferent 
veins. 1879 H. Spencer Data of Ethics vii. 108 An impres- 
sion made on an afferent nerve causes by discharge through 
an efferent nerve a contraction. 

B. sb. That which carries outwards. 

1876 Contemp . Ren. XXVII. 541 Look upon, .the ethereal 
waves as the afferents and efferents of Omniscient Thought. 
Hence Effer ential. 

1836-9 Todd Cycl. Anat. II. 992/2 In Athalia. .the efferen- 
tial vessel is entirely absent. 

t E’fferOUS, a,. Obs. rare. [f. L. effer-us (see 
Effere a. + -ous.] Fierce, violent. 

16x4 Bp. J. King Vine Palat. 34 From the teeth of that 
efferousbeaste. .preserueourroote. 1657 Tomlinson Reuou's 
Disp. 167* To correct the efferous nature of the purgatives. 

t Effe*rveney. Obs. [f. L. effervent-em, pr. 
pple. of effervere to boil up or over : see -ency.] 
The condition of being overheated, of issuing forth 
in a heated state. 

1670 E. R. Ne Plus Ultra 105 Effervency of that [blood] 
in the heart, 1670 J. Claridge Sheph. Banbury’s Rides 
<,17441 33 When they [fulminating matters] are burst forth 
and floating in the air, they [cold winds] hinder their effer- 
vency [in thunderstorms]. 1681 [see Effervescency]. 

Effervesce (elaive-s), v. [ad. L. effei'vesc-ere, 
f. ex out + fervesc-ere to begin to boil, inceptive 
vb. f. fervere to be hot.] 

+ 1. intr. * To generate heat by intestine motion * 
(J.) ; to break into violent chemical action. 

170a Mead Meek. Acc. Poisons (J.), The compound spirit 
of nitre, put to oil of cloves will effervesce even to a flame. 
1748 Hartley Observ. Man 1. iii. §2. 364 If these Corpuscles 
effervesce together. . repulsive Powers may arise. 

2. To give off bubbles of gas, esp. as the result 
of chemical action ; to bubble. 

1784 Kirwan Min. 43 [Calcareous Grit] effervesces with 
acids. 1792 A. Young Trav. France 94 A vein of earth. . 
which, .did not effervesce with acids. 1805 W. Saunders 
Min. Wat. 166 Which, when mixed up with soda .. effer- 
vesced and fused into a perfect glass. 18x6 Accum Ckem. 
Tests [ 1818) 281 The residue will . .effervesce with dilute 
acids. 1846 G. Day tr. Simon’s A mm. Client. II. 28 Human 
gastric juice, .effervesces on the addition of alkalies. 

b. Of the gas itself : To issue forth in bubbles. 
1830 M. Donovan Dom. Econ. I. 173 As the carbonic acid 
effervesces away, the particles of yest. .begin to sink. 1874 
Lyell Elem. Geol. ii. 13 The carbonic acid . . froths up or 
‘ effervesces . in small bubbles through the drop of liquid. 

3. Jig. 

1830 Mrs. Stowe Uncle Tom's C. ix. 65 A number of . . 
juveniles, .were effervescing in all those inodes of. .gambol 
and mischief. 1871 R. H. Hutton Ess. II. 337 No period 
could be found when mingling faith and culture effervesced 
with more curious results. 

4. trans. rare. To stir up, excite, exhilarate. 

1866 Harvard Mem; Biog,,G. W. Batchelder II. 6 The 

steady, regular tramp of the marching thousands effer- 
vesced our spirits. 

Effervescence (efoive-sens\ [f. L. effer- 
vescent-em , pr. pple. of effervescere ; see prec. and 
-ence. Cf. F. effervescence.'] 
f 1. The action of boiling up ; heated agitation 
of the particles of a fluid, Obs. 

1651 Biggs New Disp. 164 Black blood . . or lurid, green, 
&c. do not signifie the corruption of it, but are symboliza- 
tions of only.. its effervescence, or fermentall turbulency. 
1676 Grew Led. Lactation i. §4 Effervescence; then and 
only properly so called, when they [the bodies mixed] 
produce some degree of heat. 1684 tr . Bonefs M ere. Compit. 
Vi. 160 The effervescence of the Fever must be permitted. 
17x0 T. Fuller Pharm. Extemp. 44 By proper Internals., 
allay the Effervescence of the Blood. 

2. (Without necessarily implying heat.) The 
action of bubbling up as if boiling ; the tumultuous 
rise of bubbles of gas from a fluid ; esp. as the 
result of chemical action. 

1684-5 Boyle Min. Waters 87 An effervescence .. with 
some potent Acid. 2695 New Light Chirurg. put out 63 
*Tis an Acid, because of its Effervescence with Volatile 
Salts. 1744 Berkeley Siris § 132 That effervescence ob- 
served in the mixture of acids and alkalies. 1834 Mrs. 
Somerville Connex. Phys. Ar. xvi. ( 18491 151 A tail glass 
half full of champagne cannot be made to ring as long as 
the effervescence lasts. 1844-57 G. Bird Urin. Deposits 
22 If brisk effervescence follows . . the urea has been con- 
verted into carbonate of ammonia. 

3- fig- 

2748 Johnson L. P. Wks. 1816 X. 3to The effervescence 
of invention had subsided. 1791 Heroic Ep. to J. Priestley 
in Poet, fegist. (1808) 397 The weekly burthen of their 
drowsy dm Is. .Mere effervescence of an acid. soul. ci8oo 
K. White Ran. (1837) 400 An effervescence of the sublimer 
affections. 1848 Macaulay Hist. Eng. I. 167 The first effer- 
vescence of boyish passions^ 1876 Geo. Eliot Dan. Der. IV. 
lit. 55 A fellow . . who was in an effervescence of surprise. 

Effervescency (efeive-sensi). [f. as prec. +■ 

-ency.] Effervescent state or condition ;; also 
loosely sm prec. 

i68t tr. Willis's Rem. Med. Wks. Voc., Effervency, effer- 
vescency, a being very hot or inflamed. 1686 W. Harris tr. 
Lentery’s Course Chym. (e<L 3) Introd. 49 Effervescency is 
the Ebullition of a liquid without the separation of its parts. 
1767 Sterne Tr. Shandy l5jL. i. 5 N,or did she ..superinduce 


the least heat . . from the manual effervescencies of devotional 
tracts, ■ 

Effervescent (efsjve-sent), a. [ad. L. effer - 
vescent-em, f. effervesebre to Effervesce.] 

1 1. That is in a state of bubbling heat. Obs. 

1684 tr. Bonefs Merc. Compit. vi. 180 While the bloud is 
too effervescent, evacuation is not very proper. 

2. That has the property of rising in bubbles. 

1875 tr. Ziemssen's Cycl. Med. I. 459 _ Administer effer- 
vescent powders. Mod. The mixture is slightly effervescent. 
The abuse of effervescent beverages. 

3* fig- 

1833 Macaulay Walpole's Lett. II. Mann , Essays (1851) 

I. 285 It was nonsense effervescent with animal ^spirits and 
impertinence. 1837 Carlyle Fr. Rev. 11. in. ii, The old 
Gaulish and Gaelic Celthood, with its. . effervescent promp- 
titude. 1867 Howells Ital. Journ. 67 He had been m that 
State during its effervescent days;. 

Effervescible (etoive sibT.), a. [f. as nextq- 
-ible.J a. Capable of producing effervescence, 
b. fig. Ready to effervesce ; heated, excited, 
a x8x2 Kirwan (W.) A small quantity of effervescible 
matter. 1866 Morning Star 16 Mar. 5/4 The effervescible 
imagination of the extravagant fair. 

Effervescing (efcive-siq), ppl. a. [f. Effer- 
vesce + -ing*.] That effervesces ; lit. and fig. 

*793 T. Beddoes Consmnpt. 128 Effervescing mixture of 
chalk and vinegar. 1837 Carlyle Fr. Rev. m. 1. vi, He 
was. .conducted along the streets, amid effervescing multi- 
tudes. 1858 Holland Titcomb's Lett. vi. 222 Life’s first 
effervescing hopes. 

Bffervescive (efaive*siv), a. [f. as prec. + 
-1VE.J T ending to or characterized by effervescence. 

1834 Hickok Mental Philos. 77 An effervescive force. 

Btfet, obs. form of Eft sb. 

Effete v efrt>, a. Also 7 effoete. [ad. L. effet-us 
that has brought forth young, hence worn out by 
bearing, exhausted, f. ex out + fetus breeding.] 

+ 1. Of animals: That has ceased to bring forth 
offspring. Obs. 

1660 H. More Myst. Godl. 11. vi. 39 The Earth .. grown 
effete and old Hardly bears small ones [i. e. men] now. 
1691 Rav Creation 1. (,17041 134 The Animal becomes barren 
and effete. 1774 Golds m. Nat. Hist. (1776) V. 165 Hens 
. .after three years become effete and barren. 
fig. 1621 Burton A not. Mel. 11. iv. 1. § 5 <1651^ 374 Nature 
is not effoete . . to bestow all her gifts upon an age. 1796 
Burke Regie. Peace Wks. 1842 II. 289 Even she [France], the 
mother of monsters, .shews symptoms of being almost effete. 
1830 Blackw. Mag. XXVII. 410 Wonder-producers in 
youth generally become in manhood effete even of common 
births. 1840 Carlyle Heroes <1858) 337 Nature, .was as if 
effete now' ; could not any longer produce Great Men. 

2. transf. Of material substances : That has lost 
its special quality or virtue ; exhausted, worn out. 

1662 H. Stubbe Ind. Nectar v. 100 The [Chocolata] 
Paste alone grows effoete, and insipid. 1664 Evelyn AW. 
Hort. (1729) 228 That imprison’d and Effoete Air, within the 
Green-house. 1756 C. Lucas Ess. Waters II. 106 It. .grows 
more effete or less smart to taste. 1828 Steuart Planter's 
G. 187 The Lime is rendered nearly effete and powerless, 
1845 Todd & Bowman Phys. Anat. 1, 12 Animals and plants 
are ever throwing off effete particles from their organisms. 

II Of strength, vital power : Spent, worn out. 

1765 Warburton Lett, late Prelate (1809 359 Till all the 
vigour .. of that monarch of the grove [the oak] be effete 
and near exhausted. 

3. fig. Of men in an intellectual sense, of systems, 
etc.: That has exhausted its vigour and energy; 
incapable of efficient action. 

1790 Burke Fr. Rev. 228 They find the old governments 
effete, worn out. 1844 Emerson Led. Vng. Amer. Wks. 
(Bohn) II. 295 It [gardening] is the fine art which is left for 
us, now that sculpture, painting. have become effete, 1857 
Kingsley Two V. Ago I, 226 Pray accept your effete Eng- 
lish aristocrat. 1869 Goulburn Purs. Holiness xv, 143 But 
the monastic system, .is now effete altogether. 
Effe-teness, exhaustion, worn-out condition. 

1862 R. Patterson Ess. Hist. # A rt 274 The effeteness 
of this Mantchoo dynasty. 1876 Gladstone in Contemp. 
Rev . 6 June, The mummy-like effeteness, .of Ultraman- 
tanism. 

*t E fficable, a. Obs. rare— 1 , [f. L. efiic-2re + 
-able.] Efficacious, effective, 

X607 Topsell Fourf. Beasts 582 The fat of a wolf is no 
less efficable then the flesh. 

+ E ficace, sb. Obs . [a. OF. efficace, ad. L. 

efficacia, f. effeax ; see next.] a. Efficacy, b. Ef- 
fect. c. Active duty. 

a 1223 Ancr. R. 246 Ich habhe iseid of ham [tears] her 
uour muchel effieaces. a 1491 Caxton Vitas Pair. (W, de 
W.) 1. Prol., Vertues, In the whiche was all efficace of very- 
tee. 1606 Sylvester Du Bartas <1621) 327 By the touch of 
their Hue efficace. 1678 Butler Hud. in. 11. 602 Saints That 
fine, like Aldermen, for grace To be excused the efficace, 
X7 zz G. Whelek Liturgy 94 All-holy Spirit, his Life-giveihg 
Efficace. ■ 

t Effica ce, a. Obs. [a. F. efficace, ad. L. ejficax, 
(stem effiedei -), f. ejficere to accomplish.] — next. 

15. . T. Hacket Treas. A mad is de Gaule (Bynneman) 239 
To drawe them • . by efficace promises and perswasions. 

Efficacious (efik^-Jss), a. [f. L. effiedei- (see 
prec.) + -ous : see -acious.] That produces, or 
is certain tb produce, the intended or appropriate 
effect; effective. (Said of instruments, methods, or 
actions ; not, In prose, of personal agents.) 

1528 Rpv Sat. (1845) Goddis worde is so efficacious. 1651 
Biggs New Disp. 35 Lesse efficacious, that is, in plain 
.. English ineffectual. - 1669 Gale Crt. Gentiles 1. in. iii. 39 
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EFFIGY. 


He saies it is the first efficacious cause of the Being of al- 
things, a 2679 T. Goodwin Wks . (1863) VII. 510 God., 
vouchsafeth . . efficacious grace to overcome temptation. 
2744 Berkeley Sins § 58 Soap, therefore, is justly esteemed 
a most efficacious medicine. 1830 Lyell Princ . Geol (1875) 
II. 111. xli. 421 Variation and Natural Selection will he effi- 
cacious in forming distinct races in separate islands, i860 
Mill Repr. Govt, 11865) 51/2 To provide efficacious secu- 
rities against this evil. 1873 Browning Red.Cott . NL-Cap 
497 Be efficacious at the Council there. 

Effica-cicrasly, adv. [f. prec. + -LY 2.] In an 
efficacious manner ; effectively. 

1647 Clarendon Hist Red. vi. II. 152 No man delivered 
himself more . . efficaciously with the hearers. 1725 Brad- 
ley Pam. Diet. II. s. v. Waterings They . .act efficatiously, 
and yield what is expected from them. 1836 Sir H. Taylor 
Statesman xu. 84 Objects on which men are . , efficaciously 
employed. 1879 Chr. Rossetti Seek $ F, 181. 

Efficaciousness. [f. as prec, + -ness J The 
quality of being efficacious ; effectiveness. 

1630 J. Preston Sermons bef. his Majesty 44 As that 
which hath sinewes and efficatiousnesse in it [differs] from 
that which is. .power 1 esse. 1650 Weerks Truth's Coup?, ii. 
42 The efficaciousness of the death of Christ. 1669 Bun yan 
Holy Citie 265 , 1 come to speak to this Tree touching, .the 
efficaciousness of its leaves. 1756 Blake in Phil. Trans. 
LL a Which multiplied by the lever a gives ma- nb for the 
efficaciousness of that force, c i860 W kaxall tr. R.H oudin 
ii. 11 The Vermifuge Balsam, whose sovereign efficaciousness 
is indisputable. 

Efficacity (efikae-siti). Also 5-6 efficacite, 
6-7 -me. [ad. L. efficdcitdt- em (cf. F. effiicacite, 
but this may be of later origin), f. cfficax\ see 
Efficace a . j = prec. and next. 

1430-50 tr. Higden (1865) 1 . 61 [The occean] feletheby more 
efficacite the strenghte of y moone then a see coartate. 
1528 Roy Sat. 1.1845) Yf their paynted efficacite Is but as 
it semeth to be. 1543 Traheron Vigo's Chirurg. v. v. 170 
The oyle of . . saint J lions wort is of singuler efficacitie, in 
all paynes of. .the knee. 1624 F. White Repl. Fisher 540, 

I could bring Testimonies . . of the efficacitie thereof to ex- 
piate sinne. 1678 Gale 04 Gentiles III. 3 We may firmly 
assert . . the efficacitie of Divine Concurse. 1775 Ash, 
Efficacity (from Efficacy, but not much used) Efficacy. 
1868 Browning Rmg§ Bk. tx. 150 Better estimate exorbi- 
tantly, than disparage Aught of the efficacity of the act. 
1874 Lewes Probl. Life <5* Mind I. 114 The efficacity of 
Intelligence depends on the organs which cooperate. 1886 
Sat. Rev. 21 Aug. 251/1 The National Liberal Federation . . 
a monument of the efficacity. .of programmes and delegacy. 

Efficacy (e’fikasi). Also o effecaey. [ad. L. 
effixdcia , f. cfficax ; see Efficacy a. and -acy.] 

1. Power or capacity to produce effects ; power 
to effect the object intended. (Not used as an 
attribute of personal agents : cf. Efficacious.) 

1527 Andrew Brimswyks’ s D istyll. Waters Prol.. Charmes 
of elicacye unnaturall by the devyll envented. 1532 More 
Ccnfnt. Barnes via. Wks. (1557) 74°/ 2 Theffect and effecacy 
of al these thynges, commeth of God. 1563 Hyll Art 
Garden. (1593) 165 The seedes may well he kept for three 
yeares in good efficacie. 1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. 
T, x. 40 An act, not. .beyond the efficacy of the Sun. 1744 
Berkeley Siris § 4 A medicine of such efficacy in a dis- 
temper. 1750 Johnson RambL No. 47 ?* 11 The efficacy 
of mirth it is not always easy to try, 179a in Chipman 
Amer. Law Rep. 11871; 55 The division was not taken to 
have any legal efficacy. 1844 H. H. Wilson Brit. India 
II. 553 To maintain the village institutions of the country 
in entireness and efficacy. 1856 Froude Hist. Eng. (1858) 

I. ii. 103. No measures would be of efficacy which spared 
the religious houses. 

1 2. A process or mode of effecting a result. Obs. 
1690 Locke Hum. Und. 11. xxiii. (1695) 156 The Efficacy 

whereby the new Substance or Idea is produced, is called, 
in the subject exerting that Power, Action; but in the 
subject, wherein any simple Idea is changed or produced, 
it is called Passion. Ibid. iv. iii. § 24 We are ignorant of 
the several Powers, Efficacies, and Ways of Operation, 
whereby the Effects . . are produc'd. 

1 3. &. Effect, b. ? Actual event. Obs. 

1549 Latimer Serm. bef. Edw. VI, v. Oiiij, You by youre 
prayer can worcke greate efficacye. a 1613 Overbury 
Characters (16381 A Pur it am, His arguing is but the 
efficacy of his eating. 1633 Bp. Hall Hard Texts 350 In 
the efficacy of his appearance, he shall be so glorious, 
Effi-ciat, ppl. a. ? Mistake for Efficient. 

1594 Greene Fr. Bacon xiii. 76 The poniard that did end 
the fatal Hues, Shall breake the cause efficiat of their woes. 

t Effi' date, v. Obs. rare— 1 . Only in vbl. sb. 
efiiciaeing. [incorrectly f. L.effitcere; cf. Efficient, 
and see -ate 3.] brans. To effect, bring to pass. 

1612 Woodall Surg. Mate Wks. (1653) 406 A few instru- 
ments or medicaments for the officiating thereof. 

Efficience (efrjens). Obs. or arch. [ad. L. effi- 
cienlia, noun of quality f. efficients : see Efficient 
and -ence.] 

1. The exercise of efficient power ; causative or 
productive activity. 

1669 Gale Crt. Gentiles 1. m. iii. 37 The first piece of this 
Divine efficience is . . referred to the Divine Ideas, a 1680 

J. Corbet Free Actions 1. § 2 God’s Efficience is concern’d 
tn the Event decreed. 1794 Mrs. Piozzi Synon. I. 319 The 
surprising efficience of two bodies . . to produce a third un- 
known before. 

2. Effectiveness, efficacy. 

1865 Sir K. James Tasso xu. xxviii, Do thou for her with 
such efficience pray. 

Efficiency (efi-Jensi). [ad. L. efficientia ; see 
prec. and -ency.] 

X. The fact of being an operative agent or effi* 
cient cause. Now only in philosophical use. 
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2593 Hooker Eccl Pol. 1. i, The manner of this deuine 
efteciencie being farre above us. 1628 T, Spencer Logick 
31 God is sayd to be the Efficient Cause of man : the office 
of this efficiency, is placed in ioyning the forme vnto the 
matter. 1676 Hale Contempl. 1. 365 The Efficiency . . of 
the Principal Cause is that which gives efficacy to the 
Means and makes it effectual. 1695 Woodward A at. II ist. 
Earth 1. 1 1723) 56 [Gravity of bodies] does not proceed from 
the Efficiency of any such Contingent and unstable Agents. 
1870 Bowen Logic xii. 41 7 Constancy of sequence is no 
certain indication of causal efficiency. 

t b. The action of an operative agent or efficient 
cause ; production, causation, creation. Obs. _ 

1663 J. Spencer Prodigies (16651 221 These Prodigies are 
of Diabolical efficiency. 1677 Hale Prim . Orig. Man. 
iv. vii. 350 That Power and Wisdom . . were equal to the 
formation and efficiency of the Sun. 1678 Cudworth Intel. 
Syst. 576 These ancient pagans . . used it [creare] generally 
for all manner of production or efficiency. 

2 . Fitness or power to accomplish, or success in j 
accomplishing, the purpose intended; adequate 
power, effectiveness, efficacy. 

1633 Ames Agst. Cerem. 1. 49 The very frame of it . . had 
an efficiency .. to cary up the heart to God. i8i8-6oWhately 
Com.-pl. Bk. u 864) 76 The penalty annexed to_ any law is 
an instance, not of its efficiency, but . . of its failure. 1858 
Buckle Civiliz. U873) II. via, 556 The navy was . . more 
than doubled in efficiency. 1859 Mill Liberty v. (186; ) 67/2 
The greatest dissemination of power consistent with effi- 
ciency. 1863 Fawcett Pol. Econ. ii. v. 193 That nothing 
more powerfully promotes the efficiency of labour than an 
abundance of fertile land, 

b. pi. Efficient powers or capacities. 

1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. 46 The production of 
effects beyond their created efficiencies. 

t Efficie*nciary, a. Obs. rare — l . [f. L. effi- 
cient ia : see prec, + -ary.] Pertaining to execu- 
tive action. 

1649 Selden Laws Eng. 1. xiv. (i73oV26 [They] exercised 
not only a J udiciary power . . but challenged an Efficienciary 
power in the Marriage-making. 

Efficient (eirjent), a. and sb. [a. F. efficient , 
ad. L. efficient-em , pr. pple. of efficere, f. ex out -f- 
facere to make.] A. adj. 

1 . Making, causing to be ; that makes (a thing) 
to be what it is ; chiefly in connexion with cause. 

1398 Trevisa Barth. D e P. R. in.xvii. (1495) 61 The cause 
efficient. 1477 Norton Ord. A left. i. in Ashm. (1652) 19 For 
cause efficient of Mettalls finde ye shall Only to be the 
vertue Minerall. a 1 560 Rolland Crt. Venus ut. 505 Of 
this slauchter he was caus efficient. 1577 tn Bullingers 
Decades 11592) 614 By members are shewed the efficient 
powers of God. 1635 Swan Spec. M. v. ii, 1643) 149 The 
efficient cause [of dew] is the temperate cold of the night. 
1656 Stanley Hist. Philos. 11. 1. 54 Praeexistent . . in 
the Intellect of the efficient God. 1756 Burke Subl. <$• B. 
Wks. 1842 I, 58 The common efficient cause of beauty. 
1829 I. Taylor Enthus. ii, (1867) 55 The efficient will of the 
First Cause. 1866 Argyll Reign Law vi. (1871) 321 This 
change in mind is the efficient cause of a whole cycle of 
other changes. 

2 . Productive of effects ; effective; adequately 
operative. Of persons : Adequately skilled. 

1787 J. Barlow Oration 4 July 8 Without an efficient 
government our Independence will cease to be a blessing. 
1801 Southey Thalaba xt, xxxii, Soon his hand Shall strike 
the efficient blow, 1833 I. Taylor Fanat. v. 1 14 The belief 
of their efficient intercession in the court of heaven. 1850 
Mrs. Stowe Uncle Tom’s C. xxxiii. 297 He was an expert 
and efficient workman. 

B. sb. 

+ 1 . ‘The cause which makes effects to be what 
they are ' (J ). Obs., but in 17th c. very common. 

[1579 Gosson Sch. Abuse (Arb.) 37 There are more, .causes 
in nature than efficientes ] 1594 Hooker Eccl. Pol, 1. 11632) 
76 To take away the first efficient of our being, were to 
annihilate vtterly our persons. 2622 Speed Hist . Gt. Brit. 
ix. xx. 68 The abuse of Sanctuaries had beenean efficient of 
many troubles. 1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep,\ n. iv. 345 
Beside the solary Iris . . there is another Lunary, whose 
efficient is the Moone.. 1649 Roberts Clavis Bibl. 51 1 The 
Efficient or Author of it, is. . God himselfe. 1722 Wollas- 
ton Relig. Hat. v. 67 An infinite succession of effects will 
require an infinite efficient, or a cause infinitely effective. 
1754 Edwards Freed. Will iv. ix. 259 The Motion of the 
Sun . .is not the proper cause, Efficient or Producer of them. 
1774 Mitford Harmony of Lang., Ignorance concerning 
the efficients of the harmony of language. 1804 — Inq. 
Principles Harm. Lang. 

2 . Mil. An efficient soldier; esp. a volunteer 
adequately qualified for service. 

1864 Mrq. Hartington Sp. Ho. Commons 4 May, The 
number of ‘efficients' under the new system was 112,165. 
1884 Manch. Exant. 17 Mar. 5/1 The number of efficients 
*• present at inspection . . [was] higher than ever before. 

Efficiently (efrj&itli), adv. [f. prec. + -LY 2 .] 

1 1 . As by an efficient cause ; in the relation of 
an efficient cause ; by the operation of an agent. 

1628 T. Spencer Logic 158 Created effects are Necessary 
..When the next cause is determined to one . . Naturally, 
[or] Efficiently. 1651 Baxter Inf. Bapt. 291 All men be- 
lieved, that faith was confirmed by signes (that is efficiently). 
2678 Cudworth Intel/. Syst » 739 It is Impossible . . For a 
thing to be Efficiently Caused, by that which hath not . . a 
Sufficient Productive Power. 

2 . In an efficient manner; so as to produce an 
effect ; with adequate success ; effectively. 

1828 Foster in Life $ Corr. (1846) II, 139 Means to act 
efficiently as h's advocates. 1851 Sir F. Palgrave Norm . 

f Eng. l. 403 None so efficiently protect the weak. 1856 
roude Hist. Eng. (1858) I. i. 19 There is a fair evidence 
that the system worked efficiently and welL 


t Effi’Ction. Obs. rare [ad. L, effictidn-em , 
noun of action f. effingere to fashion.] 

1656 Blount Glossogr., E fiction, an expressing or repre- 
senting. 1775 in Ash. 

tEffie *rce, v. Obs. rare. [f. Ef- + Fierce.] 
brans. To render fierce, madden. 

1596 Spei'.ser F. Q. iii. xi. 27 With fell woodness he ef- 
fierced was. 

Bffigial (efrdgial), a. rare. [f. L. effigi-esy 
-AL.j Of the nature of an effigy. 

1715 M. Davies Athen. Brit. 6 The three first. Volumes 
contain chiefly Effigial Cuts. 

Effigiate (efi-d^i^t), v . Now rare. [f. late L. 
effigidb- ppl. stem of effigidre , f. effigies : see Effi- 
01 es.] brans. To present a likeness of; to por- 
tray, represent by a picture or sculpture, Alsoj^-. 

2608 Bp. J. King Serm. 5 Nov. 5 Reasonable soules, etfi- 
giated to God's image. 2627 Hakewill Apol. iii. iv, § 1 A 
Roman amphora, .is exquisitely effigiated _ by Villalpandus. 
2628 J. Wall Serm. Ded., It was the design of Seneca to 
effigiat the Emperour Nero. 2809 Monthly Mag. XXVII. 
260 Two-headed eagles. . were effigiated in many houses .* 
in Peru. 

t b. To fashion into a likeness. Obs. 

2660 J er. Taylor Dttci. Dubit. u. ii. vi. § 17 Alight or fire 
effigiated into such a resemblance. 2700 J. Brome Trav. 
Eng. Scot. in. (1707 ) 297 Some [stones] we observed whose 
lower Parts seem to be effigiated into divers little Feet. 
Hence Efia*giatiug* ppl. a. 

2626 Holyday Persius (1618^310 Like the potters clay, 
now thou must feel Sharp discipline's effigiating wheel. 

Effi. gia tion. [f. as prec. : see -ation.] The 
action of fashioning or of representing; chiefly 
cotter, a likeness, representation. 

£153$ Dewes Introd. Fr. in Palsgr. 1057 In the whiche 
all. .efiigiation doth shyne clerely. 2655 Fuller Ch. Hist. 
x. 42 No such effigiation was therein discovered. 2741 tr. 
Cicero’s Nat. Gods 1. 66 Philosophers call every suen Effi. 
giation of the Mind vain Motion. 2876 Mrs. Whitney 
Sights # Ins. xv. 263 The efiigiation shocked me wiih its 
rude literalness. 

II Effigies (efrdgiifz). arch. [L. effigies.] A 
likeness, image, poitrait, whether drawn, painted, 
or sculptured, or of any other kind. (Now super- 
seded by Effigy, exc. as humorously pedantic.) 

2600 Shaks. A. V. L. ir. vii. 193. . 2625 G. Sandys Trav. 
181 The effigies of Saint Ierome, miraculous framed by the 
naturall veines of the stone. 2676 Loud. Gaz.lAo. 1x23/4 
Which Sentences were . . Executed upon them in Effigies, 
they being fled. 270a W. J. Brttyn’sVoy . Levant vi. 17 The 
Statue which we saw at this Castle is the Effigies of Queen 
Semiramis. 2820 Scott Monast. xxiii. note, A gold coin 
of James V . . the effigies of the sovereign is represented 
wearing a bonnet. 2832 Carlyle Sart. Res . (2858) 178 A 
Signpost, whereon . . stood painted the Effigies of a Pair of 
Leather Breeches. 

Jig. 1653 S. Fairclough Fun. Serm. 11 To delineate., 
the effigies and beauty of his life and conversation, 
t Effrgies, v. nonce-wd. [f. prec.] brans. To 
portray, picture. 

1652 Sparke Prim. Devot. (1663) 223 Sorrows inexpres- 
sible . . fitter here to be effigiessed like sacrificed Iphigenia, 
with Agamemnon's veil of silence, 
t Biff-gram. Obs. rare. [med.L. (see Du 
Cange).] Corrupt var. of Effigies sb. 

2564 Bullein Dialogue (1888; 81 It was the picture or 
Effigium of a noble man. 

f Bffi-gure, v. Obs. rare- 1 , [f. Ef- + Figure 
v. j Hans. To put into shape, 

2486 Bk. St. A Ibans , Heraldry A ij b, The law of armys 
. . the whiche was effygured. .before ony Iawe of the worlde. 

Effigy (e-fid^i). [a. F. effigie, ad. L. effigies in 
same sense, f. effingere to fashion. Our examples 
before 18th c. are either pi. or in the phrase in 
effigie (see 2), so that they may belong to L. 
Effigies.] 

1 . A likeness, portrait, or image. Now chiefly 
applied to a sculptured representation, or to a 
habited image, as in 2 ; also to a portrait on a 
coin ; in wider sense somewhat arch. 

1539 N. Wotton in Ellis Orig. Lett. i. cxliv. II. 122 Hanze 
Albem hath taken th'effigiesof my Ladye Anne and the ladye 
Amelye. 2622 Coryat Crudities 22 x Their pictures or effigies 
(for I doubt whether picture be a proper word, .because it is 
not done with the pensill) are made of this worke [mosaic]. 
2673 Gave Print , Chr. in. ii, 282 The Effigies & Representa- 
tions of Martyrs. 2723 Steele Englishm. No. 55 f 1 The 
burning the Effigy of the Pretender. 2727 A. Hamilton 
New Acc. E. Ind. t I. xxxi. 384 But his Effigie is often carried 
abroad in Procession, mounted on a Coach four Stories high. 
2847 Emerson Repr. Men iv. Wks. (Bohn) I. 343 , 1 look at 
his effigy opposite the title-page. 1853 Phillips Rivers 
Yorksh. viii. 295 Coins, bearing the effigy of the Horse. 
2870 F. Wilson Ch. Lindisf. 29 An ancient cross-legged 
effigy clad in mail. 

2 . Phrases. In effigy : under the form, or by 
means of, a portrait or image ; also fig. t o exe- 
cute, hang, burn in effigy : to inflict upon an 
image the semblance of the punishment which the 
original is considered to have deserved ; formerly 
done by way of carrying out a judicial sentence 
on a criminal who bad escaped ; now only as an 
expression of popular indignation or hatred. 

In the early examples the phrase in effigie was prob. al- 
ways intendedas Latin ; in poetry of the 17th c. the pronunc. 
with 4 syllables is usually indicated. 

2627 Donne ( 1661) III. 24 In those that are damned 
1 before, we are damned in Effigie. <22652 Brome Queenes 
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Exch. ii. i. (1637) Cjb, Marvel not ., when this but in 
Effigy [sic, though metre requires L. in effigie] Was but 
placd by her. x 666 3 rd A dvice Painter 31 Gibson, fare- 
well, till next we put to sea, Faitb thou hast drawn her in 
Effigie. 1678 Butler Hud. hi. ii. 1528 Some, on the Sign- 
post of an Ale-house Hang in Effigy on the Gallows. 1707 
Loud. Gaz. No. 4367/1 A Third, nam’d Piaget, was exe- 
cuted in Effigie, he had fled from Justice. 1711 Addison 
Sped. No. 69 P 7 One of our old Kings .. is represented in 
Effigy. 1724 Swift Wood's Exec . Wks. 1755 V. 11. 157 The 
people , . appointed certain commissioners to hang "him in 
effigie. 1833 Ht. Martineau Manch . Stride iii. 32 Who pro- 
posed to burn them in effigy? 

Hence E-ffigy v. trans., to serve as a picture of, 
to 1 body forth’. 

1816 J. Scott Vis. Paris 52 Paris . . is . . rich in what is 
calculated . . to suggest reflection . . by effigying the events 
of a far distant date. 

fEflErner. Obs. rare [f. *effine, var. of Af- 
fine v . (cf. Effirm v.) +• -er.] A refiner (of 
silver or gold). 

1591 Sir A. Napier Let. in Mem, *}. Napier (1834) 230 
The said effyneris may mak mair nor xl m [.£40,000] of 
profeitt. 

f Effi'nge, v. Obs, [ad. L. effingdre, f. ex out + 
fingere to fashion.] trans . To fashion, shape. 

1657 Tomlinson Renou's Disp. 392 Each Medicament is 
. . effinged into a form proper for the diseased. 

f Effi'rm, v. Sc. Obs. [var. of Affirm.] trans. 
To assert (the existence of). 

1549 Compi. Scot. vi. 51 Lactantius firmien . . scornis the 
mathematiciens that effirmis antipodos. 

t £ffla*g£tate, v. Obs . rare. [f. L. effldgitdt- 
ppl. stem of efflagitare , f. ex out + fidgitdre to 
demand.] trans. To demand eagerly; to desire 
eagerly. Hence Efflagitated ppl. a. 

1641 Prynne Antip. Ded. 5 Which long efflagitated diffi- 
cult worke . . the publishing of this Antipathy will much 
facilitate. 1676 Shadwell Virtuoso 11. j, The noble enter- 
prize, .devoutly to be efflagitated by all ingenious persons. 

Efflagfration, (eflagr^jbn). rare, [as if ad. L. 
efflagratidn-em, f. efflagrare , f. ex out •+ fiagrare to 
blaze.] Emission of flames. 

1811 Pinkerton Petral. II. 271 This mountain was 
formerly in a state of efflagration. Ibid. 304 The efflagration 
ceased. 

t Effla*te, v. Obs. rare. [f. L. effldt- ppl. stem 
of effl&re , f. ex out + Jidre to blow.] trans. To 
puff out. 

1634 Sir T. Herbert Trav. 78 Efflated with pride and 
high opinions of his worth. 1656 in Blount Glossogr. 1775 
in Ash. 1864 hiWebster ; and in mod. Diets. 

Efflation. Jan), [as if ad. L. *effldtion-em, 
noun of action f. effld-re : see prec.] 

1 . Blowing out, strong expulsion of breath. 

1578 Banister Hist. Man 1. 19 Efflation, which is the 
immediate matter of voyce, is the action of the same Arterie. 
i66x Lovell Hist. Anim. Min. 359 The cough .. is a 
vehement, frequent, and sounding efflation of much breath. 
2772 in Scott Bailey's Did. Ash). 

2 . concr. That which is blown or breathed forth ; 
an emanation. 

1862 F. Hall Hindu Philos. Syst. 65 The Rig-veda is 
the efflation of that great being. 

Effloresce ^eflore's). [ad. L. efflorescere , f. ex 
out -kfidrcscSre to blossom, i.flds,fldr-is a flower.] 

1 . +a. To bloom, burst forth into flowers (obs.). 
I). To burst forth into something resembling a 
flower, e. To burst forth as a plant when flower- 
ing; const, into. 

1775 Sir E. Barry Observ. Wines 25 They will . . begin 
to effloresce and shoot out into Flowers. 1807 Vancouver 
Agric, Devon (1813) 432 Fungi germinate, effloresce, dis- 
seminate, and die, during the evolutions of the seasons. 
1826 Good Bk. Nat. 11834) II. x8 Zoophytes, or Plant- 
animals, so denominated from their efflorescing like plants. 
1870 Rolleston Anim. Life 144 Efflorescing into two or 
three coecal ampullje. 

2 . Chan. a. Of a crystalline substance: To 
change over the surface, or throughout, to ‘flowers’ 
or fine powder, owing to the loss of the water of 
crystallization on exposure to the air. 

1788 W. Nicholson tr. Fonrcroy's Nat. Hist. $ Chem. II. 
305 Some salts . . readily effloresce, and continue to fall in 
pieces, till the whole becomes a fine white powder. 1791 
Hamilton tr. Berthollet's Dyeing 1 . 1. hi. i. 214 It effloresces, 
that is, it parts with its water ol crystallization in the air, 
and assumes the appearance of flour, i860 H. W. Reveley 
in JmL Soc. ArisVlll. 323/2 Tufo, a volcanic production, 
never effloresces. 

b. Of a salt : To come (in solution) to the sur- 
face (of the ground, etc.) and there crystallize. 
Also, To form a crust (by capillary attraction 
and evaporation) on the sides of a vessel contain- 
ing a solution. 

1820 T. Cromwell Excurs. Ireland vii. 61 The vitriolic 

? articles . . are seen to effloresce in various places. 1868 
)ana Min. (x88o) 636 Mirabilite ..effloresces with other 
salts on the limestone below the Genesee Falls. 

c. Of the ground, a wall, etc. : To become 
covered with a powdery crust of saline particles 
left by evaporation from a solution which has been 
drawn to the surface by capillary attraction. 

18. . Dana (W.) The walls of limestone caverns sometimes 
effloresce with nitrate of lime. 

3 . Jig. a. (after 1) To ‘blossom out’, break out 
into brilliant display, b. (after 2 c) Of hidden 
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agencies, etc. : To come to the surface, become 
manifest. 

1834 Foster Pop. Ignorance Knowledge .. has seemed 
at last beginning to effloresce through the surface of the 
ground. 1837 Carlyle Fr. Rev. (1872) III. m. i. xoi The 
secret courses of civic business . . effervescing & efflorescing 
. . as a concrete Phenomenon. 1864 Sat. Rev. 31 Dec. 8x2/1 
A disposition . . to effloresce into extremely tall talk. 1863 
Pall Mall G. 1 3 Apr. xo The man who effloresces in later 
life into the full-blown social science orator. 

Effloresced (eflore*st ),ppl a. [f. prec. + -ED.] 
That has crystallized on the surface ; also, that 
has crumbled to powder. (See the vh.) 

1809 Naval Chron. XXL 230 Effloresced matter thrown 
down from the rocks. 1854 Hooker Himal. Jmls. I. i. 13 
They were frequently white with effloresced salts. 1884 
A thmseum 13 Nov. 628/2 The heat of dissolution of ef- 
floresced sodium sulphate. 

Efflorescence (eflore*sens). [a. F. efflores- 
cence , as if ad. L. * efflorescent™, f. efflorescent-em, 
pr. pple. of efflorescere to Effloresce: see -ence.] 

1. The process of producing flowers, or bursting 
into flower; the period of flowering. 

1626 Bacon Sylva § 389 The Spirit of the Plant is. .severed 
from the grosser Juyce in the Efflorescence. 1869 Goul- 
burn Purs. Holiness ii. 15 They are the blossom on the 
fruit-tree, an- efflorescence which shows the tree’s vitality. 
1870 Yeats "Nat. Hist. Comm, 117 The tendency to efflo- 
rescence in the trees of America . . has encouraged their 
diffusion through Europe. 

2 .Jig. A development like that of blossom; an 
abundant or osientatious growth ; the ‘ flower ’ of 
age, etc. 

1672 Marvell Reh. Transp. 1. 40 His impertinent efflo- 
rescence of Rhetorick upon so mean Topicks. 1675 Evelyn 
Terra (1729) 14 The pared-off Turf is the very fat, and 
Efflorescence of the Earth, a 17x1 Ken Hymns Evang. 
Poet. Wks. 1721 I. 187 Lord, who in Efflorescence of thy 
Age Wouldst from the World thy Spirit disengage. 1751 
Johnson Rambl. No. 141 r 11 Mirth can never please, but 
as the efflorescence of a mind loved for its luxuriance. 1831 
Carlyle Misc. (1857) H. 284 Of Fable Literature this was 
the summer-tide and highest efflorescence. 1865 Lecky 
Ration. II. vi.265 That noble efflorescence of charity which 
marked the first ages of Christianity. 

+ 3 . Colour developed on the skin, either in the 
ordinary course of nature, or as the result of 
disease. Obs. in gen. sense. 

1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. vi. x. 330 A shadow or 
darke efflorescence in the outside. 1782 V. Knox Ess. (1819) 
III. cxxxiii. 69 The hectic efflorescence on the countenance 
of an invalid. 

b. Pathol. 1 A morbid redness, or rash of the 
skin ’ (Syd. Soc. Lex A 

1684 tr. Bond's Merc. Compit. v. 152 There is a threefold 
difference of Efflorescences in the skin. 1783 J. C. Smyth 
in Med. Commun. I. 149 The efflorescence on her arms [is] 
entirely gone. 1876 tr. Wagner's Gen. Pathol. 135 In 
measles, infection reaches its greatest power during the 
eruptive stage and the stage of efflorescence. 

4. Chem. The process of efflorescing, in various 
senses (see Effloresce 2 a, b, c) ; also concr. the 
powdery deposit which is the result of this process. 

1667 Boyle Orig. Formes Qual. 326 To afford an efflor- 
escence which . . appear’d to be Vitriol. 1671 Kirkby in 
Phil. Trans. (i 672)VII, 4070 It [an inland sea, near Dan- 
zick] becomes . . green in the midle with an hairy efflores- 
cence. 1677 Plot A at. Hist. Oxfordsh. 62 Pyrites are .. 
the efflorescence of Minerals. 1703 Maundrell Jonm. 
Jerus. (1721) Add. xo We found under it Efflorescences of 
pure Salt. 1828 Steuart Planter’s Guide 189 The sulphate 
of iron is. .distinguished by an efflorescence of small white 
crystals. 1858 0 . W. Holmes De Sauty , Whitened round his 
feet the dust of efflorescence. 1886 Roscoe Elem. Chem. 183 
[Nitrate of potassium] occurs as an efflorescence on the soil. 

t Efflore * scency . Obs. rare. [f. as prec. : see 
-ency.] Efflorescent condition ; an abundant dis- 
play. fig. Also = prec. (sense 4 ). 

1649 J. H. Motion Pari. 14 Such persons, as shall dis- 
cover the greatest luxury and efflorescency of Vertue. 1701 
Beverley Glory of Grace 4 Highest Efflorescency of glory. 
1703 Maundrell Journ. Jerus. 81 These Saline effiorescen- 
cies I found at some leagues distance from the Dead Sea. 

EfBLoreSCent (eflore’sent),^. [ad. L. efflorescent- 
em, pr. pple. of efflorescere : see Effloresce.] 

1. Bot. That is efflorescing or blooming. 

2. a. Resembling an efflorescence, b. Forming 
an efflorescence ; appearing on the surface in a 
powdery deposit ; also fig. 

x8x8 Faraday Res. vii. (1848) 18 A slight efflorescent ap- 
pearance was seen on the broken edge. 1876 Harley Mat. 
Med. 69 In combination .. it is found efflorescent on the 
soil in some countries. 1878 Bates Centr. Amer.yx. 81 
Gold .. is found mostly efflorescent or disseminated in the 
mines of La Luz and S. Bemabe. 1879 G. Macdonald P. 
Faber 1 . x. 117 Deadening his touch with the efflorescent 
crusts . . upon the dry bones of theology. 

Efflore’scingf, ppl a. [f. Effloresce + -ing.] 
That effloresces ; that resembles an efflorescence. 

x8S3 Kane Grinnell Exp. xxxvi. (1856) 331 A tideless 
river, margined by new ice and crusted with efflorescing 
snow. Ibid, xxxvii. 343 Great efflorescing knobs. 

t EfBLower, v. 1 Obs. rare— K In 5 efflour. 
[f. Ef- + Flower z\] intr . Of a plant : To go 
out of bloom. 

c 1420 Pallad. on Hush. m. 82 This meene [kynde] ef- 
floureth [L. defiorescit] sone. 

E Slower (eflau*u), v. 2 rare. [ad. F. effleurer 
in same sense (after Flower).] (See quot.) 


EFFIiTXVIATE. 

1873 XJre Diet. Arts III. 87 Chamois, or Shamoy leather. 
The skins are first washed, limed, fleeced, and branned as 
above described. They are next efflowered, that is deprived 
of their epidermis, by a blunt knife. 

EfRuction, obs. form of Effluxion. 
Effluence (e'fl^ens). [as if ad. L. * effluent ia 9 
f. effluent- em flowing out (see Effluent); cf. 
earlier Affluence, ad. L. affluent ia.] 

1. A flowing out (esp. of light, electricity, magnet- 
ism, etc.) ; also transp. a (tumultuous) streaming 
forth (of men). 

2635 N. Carpenter Geog. Del. 1. iii. 54 Electrical! bodies 
draw other bodies vnto them by reason of a moist effluence 
of vapours. 1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. 11. ii. 64 Where 
the greater continents are joyned, the action and effluence 
[of magnetism] is also greater. 1759 Phil. Trans. LI. 386 
The cohesion cannot be owing to an effluence and affluence 
of one and the same electrical fluid. 1837 Carlyle Pr. Rev. 
III. 1. i. 6 That stormful effluence towards the Frontiers. 
1877 L, Morris Epic Hades hi. 233 Gladdened by that 
broad effluence of light. 
b.fig. 

x6z8 T. Spencer Logich 196 Truth, not of constitution .. 
But, of emanation, effluence, and consecution, a 17x6 South 
Serm. in Daily Tel. ( 1883) 10 July 5/4 The fulness and 
effluence of man’s enjoyments. 1836 New Monthly Mag. 
XLVIII. 203 In this effluence of words, .the genuine art of 
dramatic writing consists. 

2. concr. That which flows forth ; an emanation. 
1603 Holland Plutarch's Mor, 1301 All water and mois- 
ture .. they call the effluence of Osiris. 17x8 Prior Poems 
3x1 Heav’n’s fuller Effluence mocks our dazl’d Sight. 1862 
F. Hall Hindu Phitos. Syst. 225 When the jar is seen, 
an effluence of the internal organ . . takes its form. 1875 
Jowett Plato (ed. 2) 1 , 276 Colour is an effluence of form, 

b. fig. 

1625 Gill Sacr. Philos . i. 30 We speake of goodnesse, of 
power, &c., as of the effluences., thereof, a 17x1 Ken 
£‘ d?/«7/«a?Poet.Wks. 172XII.371 And to support the Martyr, 
on his Head Consolatory Effluences shed. x86o Mot- 
ley Netherl. (1868) I. v. 148 The effluence which came so 
naturally from the tranquil eyes of William the Silent. 1865 
Merivale Rom. Emp. V III. lxiv, 70 They were persuaded 
that the empire itself . . was an effluence from the divine 
regimen of the world, 

t E'lEnenced, ppl a. Obs. rare- 1 , [f. prec. 
4- -ed.] That is borne out in an effluence or out- 
flow ; outpoured. 

1691 E. Taylor tr. Behmen's Theos. Philos. 56 The efflu- 
enced spoken Matter of the third, 
t E'fflueiicy. Obs. rare. [See Effluence and 
-ency.] — Effluence. 

1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. 11. i. 52 These scintilla- 
tions are . . the inflamable effiuencies discharged from the 
bodies collided. 

Effluent (e*ffl«ent), a. and sb. [ad. L. efflttenU 
em pr. pple of effluere to flow out, f. ex out + fiuere 
to ffow.J 

A. adj. That flows forth or outwards. 

1726 Monro Anat. Nerves (1741) 21 Arterious or effluent. 
1738 Keill Anim. CEcon. 90 The Motion of the effluent 
Water will be alike in both cases. 1828 Blackvo. Mag. 
XXIII. 590 The pure, hot, effluent gravy of your steak. x88o 
Daily News 9 Jan„ An effluent drain into the Thames. 
fig. 1803 Monthly Mag XV. 151 The Acts of Peter form a 
.. narrative, so widely different in character from the Acts of 
Paul, that it is hardly possible to conceive them effluent 
from the same pen. 1839 Bailey Festus (1848) 60/x Bom 
Of effluent or influent Deity. 

B. sb. a. A stream flowing from a larger stream, 
lake, or reservoir, b. The outflow from a sewage 
tank, or from land after irrigation or earth-filtra- 
tration of sewage. 

1859 R. Burton Centr. Afr. in Jrnl. Geog. Soc. XXIX. 
Geographers will doubt that such a mass, .can maintain its 
level without an effluent. 1879 Jefferies Wild Life in S. 
C. 344 This old hatch . . is situate . . on the effluent. 1883 
Pall Flail G. 20 Oct. 4/1 The clear effluent has been drawn 
off from each tank. 

Hence E flauentness. rare 
S772 in Scott Bailey's Did. (Ash), 
t E 'Muons, a. Obs~° [f. late L. efflu-us of 
same meaning + -ous.] That runs or flows out. 
X656 in Blount Glossogr. 

Effluve leflhrv). Electr . [a. F. effluve in same 
sense, ad. L. effluv-mm, f. ex out + fin- ere to flow. 

The Fr. word was first employed in this sense as a trans- 
lation of Effluvium, used in English by Hauksbee 1767.] 
The diffusion of electricity from an electrified 
body by radiation or atmospheric conduction. 

1881 in Nature XXV. 168 Combination of hydrogen with 
oxygen under the influence of electric effiuves. 

t Effiirviable, a. Obs . rare- 1 , [f. Effluvi- 
um + -able.] That can pass off in effluvia. 

<2x691 Boyle Electricity Wks. 1772 IV. 354 A great de- 
gree of heat . . [in a diamond being ground] may force it 
to spend its effluviable matter. 

+ Effltrviate, v. Obs. [f. Effluvi-um + -ate 3,] 
a. trans. To throw off (in a stream) small par- 
ticles or corpuscles ; also absol b. intr. Of the 
corpuscles themselves : To pass off in a stream. 
Hence Effltrviatingr ///. a. 

1664 Power Exp. Philos, 1. 57 Camphire which spends 
itself by continually effluviating its own Component Par- 
ticles. Ibid. ir. X03 The Stars and Planets with their Lu- 
minous and Vaporous Spheeres continually effluviating from 
them. Ibid. hi. X59 Bodies that effluviate intrinsecally 
from themselves. *685 Boyle Salub. Air 53 The various 
effluviating Bodies. 1693 Sir T. Blount Nat. Hist. 186. 
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EFFLTJVIOtrS. 

Efflirvient, a. nonce-wd. Extremely fluent. 
1835 Beckford Recoil . 169 To say truth, they were not 
only intolerably efHuvient but inveterately prosy. 

Effluvious (efl -w’vias), a. [f. Effluvium* 
-ous.j Of the nature of an effluvium, passing off 
like an effluvium. 

1668 Howe Bless. Righteous (1825'i 125 The soul should 
covet are-union with every effluvious particle of its former 
body. 1678 Cudworth IntelL Syst . 851 They supposing 
Humane Volitions, .to be Mechanically Caused, .from those 
Effluvious Images of Bodies. 

Effluvium efl'rrvitfrn). PL effluvia, 7-8 efflu- 
viums. [a. late L. effluvium, f. efflu-ere, f. ex out 
+ jluere to flow.] 

fl. A flowing out, an issuing forth; a process 
or manner of issuing forth. Obs. 

1651 Biggs Ne%u Disp. 156 The effluvium of bloud. 1676 
Marvell Mr. Smirke Wks. 1875 IV. 8 [The bishops] . . 
cannot transmit it [wit] by breathing, touching, or any 
other natural effluvium. 1704 Swift T. Tub {176$) I. 123 
Owing to certain subteraneous effluviums of wind. 

2. Chiefly applied to the [real or supposed) out- 
flow of material particles too subtle to be perceived 
by touch or sight; concr. a stream of such out- 
flowing particles. fa gen. {obs.). 

1651 Biggs New Disp. 114 A continual steame of most 
subtle effluviums. 1677 Plot Oxfordsh. 89 A spirituous, 
yet corporeal effluvium, .flowing from it, 1711 Shaftesb. 
Charac . Entkus. [1749) I. 33 Epicurus, .thinks to solve ’em 
by his Effluvia, and aerial^ looking-glasses. 1732 Pope 
Ess. Man 1. igr Quick effluvia darting through the brain. 

b. A stream of minute particles, formerly sup- 
posed to be emitted by a magnet, electrified body, 
or other attracting or repelling agent, and to be 
the means by whic*~ it produces its effects. Chiefly 
pi. (Now only ftist. ; but it probably survived 
the theory which it strictly implies.) Also Jig. 

1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ef. 86 So will a Diamond or 
Saphire emit an effluvium sufficient to move the needle or 
a straw without diminution of weight. 1658 J. Robinson 
Eudoxa n. 121 The Load-stone doth . ...so freely send forth 
its effluviums. 1660 Boyle New Exp. Pkys.-Mech. xvii. 
120 The Effluvia of the Load-stone, 1701 Beverley Glory 
o/Grace 23 He as the Sovereign Magnet .. Attracts every 
Living Stone by the Effluviums, the Flowings out of Lite 
into, and upon, it. 1788 Cowper Let. 9 Aug., Mr. Rose 
a valuable young man .. attracted by the effluvia of my 

f enius. 1837 Brewster Magnet. 152 A plane or circle 
eld east and west .. divides the north from the south 
magnetic effluvia. 1863 Draper Intell. Devel. Europe xix, 
(1865) 449 The doctrine .. that magnetism is an effluvium 
issuing forth from the root of the tail of the Little Bear. 

e. An * exhalation ’ affecting the sense of smell, 
or producing effects by being received into the 
lungs. In mod. popular use chiefly a noxious or 
disgusting exhalation or odour. 

1656 tr. Nobbed Elem. Philos, (1839) 503 They that say, 
there goes something out of the odorous body, call it an 
effluvium. 1663 Boyle Use/. Exp. Philos. 11. 244 Infectious 
Diseases . . conveyed by insensible Effluvia. 1712 Addison 
Sped. No. 538 3 The miraculous Powers which the Efflu- 
viums of cheese have. 1821 Craig Led. Drawing ii. 132 
The effluvium proceeding from the colours . . is extremely 
injurious to. .health. ' 1845 Darwin Voy. Nat. iii. (1852) 49 
At the distance of half a mile. .1 have perceived the whole 
air tainted with the effluvium. 1867 J. Martineau Ess. II. 
260 [They] know nothing of the effluvia of the orange. 

*113. The pi. effluvia has often been ignorantly 
or carelessly treated as a sing, (in senses 2 a, b, c), 
with a new pi. effluvias or effluvia. 

1652 French Yorksk. Spa xvii. 120 Subtile insensible 
spirits, or rather atomes and effluvia's. 1692 Norris Curs. 
Ref. 24 Tell me how these corporeal effluvias. .enter the eye. 
1796 C. Marshall Garden, ii. (1813) 20 Pieces of a different 
flavour and effluvia in the bark, wood, leaves, etc. 1806 
T. Thomas To IV, Hanbury *4 The fam'd Perfumes of 
Summer. .Men to Rapture with Effluvias move. 1806 T. 
Paine Yellow Fev. Misc. Wks. II. 180 An impure effluvia, 
arising from . . the ground. 182a Imison Sc. § Art I t. 64 
The putrid effluvia; in prisons. 1834 Beckford Italy II. 
85 A strong effluvia of the stable. 

Efflux (e'flflks), sb. [ad. L, efflux -us, f. effluere : 

see Effluent.] 

1. A flowing outwards of water or other liquid ; 
a stream, river. Also, of air, gases, volatile 
particles, magnetic or electric currents, etc. ; op- 
posed to afflux or injhix. Also allrib. Hence, 
a channel of outflow. ‘ 

1649 Jer. TaVlor Gt. Exemp. xiv. § 21 A pool was made 
from the frequent effluxes. 1656 tr. Nobbed Elem. Philos. 
(1839) 504 The cause of smelling must consist in the simple 
motion of die parts of odorous bodies without any efflux 
or diminution of their whole substance. 1660 Boyle New 
Exp. ii. (1682) 81 The Reciever did afford some efflux to 
the air. 1747 Franklin Wks. (1840) V. 184 We had even 
discovered . . its [electrical fire's] afflux to the electrical 
sphere, as well as its efflux. 1846 Grote Greece (1862) I. 
xvi. 329 The narrow defile of Tempe, forming, .the efflux 
of all the waters from the Thessalian basin. 1867 W. W. 
Smyth Coal Coalmining 187 The efflux point of the 
water. 1870 R, Ferguson Eledr. 55 It seems unlikely 
that efflux of -~E: .should be immediately succeeded by an 
influx of +E. ■■ 

\s.fig. 

1641 Sanderson Serm. II. 186 His , . providential acts „ . 
by reason of that their efflux and emanation are made better 
known to. us. ' 1651 Jer. Taylor Course Serm. 1. ii. ' 17, 
I have described the effluxes of the Holy -Spirit upon us 
in his great chanels. 1827 C. Bridges Exp. Fs. cxix. 
(1830) 183 The acts of God are nothing else but the effluxes 


of his goodness. 1883 Pebooy Eng. Journalism xvii. 729 
Prestige with a newspaper . . is . . an invisible efflux of 
personal power. 

t 2. Pathol. (See quot ) Obs. 

1754-64 Smellie Midivif. I. 124 A miscarriage that hap- 
pens before the tenth day was formerly called an efflux. 

3. The lapse, passing away (.of time, or of a 
particular period) ; hence, expiry, end. 

1647 N. Bacon Hist. Disc. v. 21 Austin., left it to suc- 
cessors to work out by degrees in efflux of time, a 1677 
M anton Serm. Fs. cxix. 100 All that efflux of time 
which was between Christ's ascension and his second 
coming, is called ‘ the latter days’. 1768-74 Tucker Lt. 
Nat. II. 322 The workings of mechanical causes in the 
efflux of rolling years. 1884 Sir J. Day in Law Reports 
13 Queen’s B. 631 The efflux in 1877 of the time within which 
the turnpike trust was limited. 

4. concr. That which flows out ; an emanation. 

1647 H. More Psychozoia Pref., All our souls are free 

effluxes from his essence. 2677 Hale Prim. Orig. Man. 
iv. iii. 310 The natural production of Insects out of the 
finest parts and effluxes of most Vegetable Natures, a 1711 
Ken Christophil Poet. Wks. 1721 I. 500 Such Graces, O 
co-effluent Dove, Are the Effluxes of thy Love. 1880 Glad- 
stone in Scotsman 23 Mar., The Established Church of 
Scotland . .was the efflux of the mind of the people. 

v. Obs. rare. [f. prec. sb.] 

a. Nans. To subject to efflux ; to cause to flow 
forth, b. intr. To flow forth; (of time) to elapse. 
Hence Effinxing 1 ppl. a ., outflowing. 

1660 Boyle Seraph. Love xi. (1700)61 Some odd Centuries 
of years, (efflux'd since the Creation). 1669 — Cmtn. New 
Exp. Wks. 1772 III. 222 As much mercury as will of itself 
flow out is effluxed. 1674 R. Godfrf,y Inj. $ Ah. Physick 
147 From his own effluxing goodness of Charity, he alwayes 
took care of me. 

Effluxion (efl2?‘kjan). Also 7-9 effluction, 
[f. prec. + -ION.] 

1. The action or process of flowing out ; an out- 
flow (of fluids or currents of any kind). Also Jig. 

1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. 80 We might perhaps be- 
leeve that . . by this effluxion bodies tended to the earth. 165s 
tr. Bacon's Life <$• Death 53 An abundant and continual Ef- 
fluxion of blood causeth suddain death. 1670 G. H. Hist. 
Cardinals 11. in. 200 Would he but endeavour to suppress 
certain passionate eflluctions from his youth. 1874 Wiltsh. 
Times 3 Apr. 5/2 Death occurred from a sudden effluxion 
of the blood to the brain. 

b. concr. An abortion. Cf. Efflux sb. 2. 

1643 R. O. Man’s Mort. vi. 48 The Soule of that Effluction 
. .must needs continue its immortallitie. 1696 in Phillips. 
1721-1800 in Bailey. 

2. The lapse or passing away (of time); the 
expiry or completion * v of a certain period V 

1621 Mqlle Camerar.Liv. Libr. v. xii, 362 Till friend- 
ship may be consolidated by effluxion of time. 1633 Earl 
Manch. A l Hondo i 16361 9 The glasse then runnes most 
faintly when it [the hour] draws nearest to effluxion. 1807 
G. Chalmers Caledonia I. Pref. 6 The effluxion of a century, 
1868 Times 12 June 10 The partnership. .having expired 
by effluxion of time. 

3. concr. — Effluvium, Efflux 3. 

1626 Bacon Sylva § 941 There are. .some Light Effluxions 
from spirit to spirit, c 1630 Jackson Creed v. exiii. Some 
. .deny all effluxions from objects sensible. 1852 Sir W. 
Hamilton Discuss . 69 Dr. Brown confounds the matterless 
species of the Peripatetics with the corporeal effluxions of 
Democritus and Epicurus. 

t Efflu’xive, a. Obs. rare, [as if ad. L. ^ efflux 1 - 
vus, f. efflux-, ppl. stem of efflubc : see prec. and 
-ivje.] ( Hitflowing. 

a 1657 R. Love day Lett. (16631 24 The kindred of our 
.. souls is called friendship, when their effluxive beams . . 
meet, embrace, and weave themselves into a constellation. 

t E -fib cate, rare ~ °. [ad. L. effocat- ppl. stem 
of effdedre , f. ex out 4- faux throat. CL Suffo- 
cate.] To choke, strangle. 

1656 in Blount. 

fEffode, v. Obs. rare. [ad. L. effodere, f. ex 
out +fodere to dig.] To dig out (of the ground), 
dig up. 

1657 Tomlinson Renou’s Disp. 41 Some may be effoded 
and gathered. 1657 Fhys. Did., Effoded, digged up. 

t Efflo’diate, V. Obs. rare, [irreg. f. L. effodere : 
see prec. and -ate*!.] = prec. 

1612 W. Parkes Curtaine-Dr. 73 Trenches that it [this 
little Spade] hath efodiated. 

t Effo'dicate, v : Obs. rare— 1 , [f. Ef- : + L, 
fodiedt-, ppl. stem of fodiedre to dig.] = prec. 

1599 A. M. tr. Gabelkoueds Bk. Physzcke 34/1 Roote of Bu- 
glosse. .effodicated in the end & last quarter of the Moone. 

Effo’&ient, a. rare-, 0 , [ad. L. effodient-em, 
pr. pple. of effodere : see Effode.] Digging ; ac- 
customed to dig. 

1847 in Craig- 1864 in Webster ; and in mod. Diets. 

+ EffoTiate, V. Obs. rare. [L Ef-+ Foliate#.] 
To open into leaf. Hence Exfoliated ppl. a., that 
has opened into leaf. Also (with different sense) 
Effolia*tion, removal of leaves ( Treas. Bot. ). 

1671 Grew Anat. Plants i. § 44 That which here befalls 
the now effoliated Lobes. 

t Effb'rce, sb. Obs. rare- 1 , [a. OF. efforce , -se, 
{. cfforcer ; se'e next.] A violent means. 

*549 Sir T. Chaloner Erasnt. Morise Enc. P j a, Woulde 
they so manfully defende and kepe it, both with swoorde, 
with poyson, and with all other efforce. 

Efforce (efo^is). Also 6 efforse. [ad. F. 
efforcer (OF, e sforcer) — Pr. esforsar , -zar, It. 


EFFBACTEB. 

sforzare med.L. exjorlidre , f. ex out + forti~$ 
strong.] 

fl. refi. To force oneself, to make an effort 
(transl. F '..s' efforcer). Obs. 

1512 Nelyas in Thoms Prose Rom. III. 31 Everiche 
of the company efforeed them to doo honour. 1543 Tra- 
heron Vigo’s Chirurg. iii. 1. xv. 105 b, Manye efforce them- 
selves to make argumentes to be contrarye. 

2. trails. In Spenser’s use : To force open, to 
gain by force, to compel; also, To efforce it. 

1596 Spenser F. Q. (J.) Iron chests and coffers . . Them to 
efforce by violence or wrong. Ibid. in. ix. 9 Affray with 
cruell threat, Ere that we to efforce it do begin. Ibid. xii. 
43 Th* enchaunter. .all that fraud did frame l'o have efforst 
the love of that faire lasse. 

3. To force out, tear out by force, rare. 

1855 Singleton Virgil I. 91 Standing corn, From lowest 
roots aloft efforeed. 

Hence EffoTced///. <2., uttered with effort. 

1596 Spenser F. Q. ii. viii. 4 Againe he heard a more 
efforeed voyce. 

EfFo*re, prep. var. of Afoee. Obs. 

*535 -Si:. Acts Jos. F'(i8i4) 336 (Jam,). 

Efflorm. (eff?*Jm). Also 6 effourm. [f. Ef- + 

P" orm v.] trans. To make into a certain form ; 
to shape, fashion. 

1578 Banister Hist. Man 1. 16 Nature (as I haue sayd) 
effourmed in such sorte this bone Hyoides. 1647 H. More 
Poems 10 Of warlike in.-.truments they plow-shares shall 
And pruning-hooks efform. 1805 J. Beresford Song of 
Sun 31 Stains on themselves they bring, tho’ first efform’4 
Of purest mold, by God. 1862 M. Hopkins Hawaii 211 
And efforming the government to some model. 

t Efflorma*tion. Obs. [f. prec. + -ation.] 
Formation, framing, shaping. 

1578 Banister Hist. Man iv. 61 We haue noted the noble 
vse and effourmation of this member. 1662 Evelyn Chalcogr. 
(1769) 16 As the protypus was of wax for efformation. 1691 
Ray Creation (1714) 40 To give an account of the Produc- 
tion and Efformation of the Universe, 
t Efflo’rmative, a. Obs . [f. as prec.: see 

-ivb.] Formative, tending to form. 

1647 H. More Song o/Soitl Notes 163/2 Avvaais nKacrriiai, 
is that efformative might in the seed that shapes the body 
in its growth. 1669 Gale Crt. Gentiles I. iii. iii. 43 A 
plastic and efformative virtue. 

Effo'mer. [f. Efform v. + -er.] One who, or 
that which, forms, moulds, or fashions. 

1662 H. More Immort. Soul 195 If the Mother’s Soul 
could be the Efformer of the Foetus, etc. 

Effort (e*lbit), sb. [a. F. effort , noun of action, 
f. efforcer : see Efforce v. ; in OF. and Pr. 
esfort, It. sforzo. In 17th and 18th c. accented 
effo'rt', see quots. in 2.] 
f 1. Power : also, pi. powers, properties. Obs. 
1490 Caxton Eneydos i. 14 The yate . . passed alle other 
in eiforte and strengthe. a 1680 Butler Rem. 11759) II. 15 
The same Efforts, she does confer Upon the same Produc- 
tions here. 

2. A strenuous putting forth of power, physical 
or mental ; a laborious attempt ; a struggle. 

c 1489 Caxton Sonnes of Aymon 527 Thadmyrall sawe 
the grete efforte of armes that Reynawde made agenste his 
folke. c 1636 Denham Passion of Dido 248 Life's last 
efforts yet striving with her wound. 1682 Shadwell Medal 
121 In Cromwels Court, Where first your Muse did make 
her great effort. 1735 Somerville Chase in. 113 The 
panting Courser . . Makes many a faint Effort. 1769 Fal- 
coner Did. Marine (1789) fih iv, The rope-bands are 
sufficient to sustain the effort of the sail. 1809-10 Cole- 
ridge Friend (1865) 7 On whatever subject the mind feels 
a lively interest, attention, though always an effort, be- 
comes a delightful effort, i860 Tyndall Glac. 1. § 27. 202 
It required a considerable effort to escape. 

b. In the fine arts, oratory, etc. : A display of 
power, an achievement. 

1857 Buckle Civilis. I. xiii. 728 There is .. in some of his 
[Bossuet’s] greatest efforts, .much ..majesty of genius, 
t Effo'rt, v. Obs. [f. Ef- + 'L. fortis strong.] 
trans. To strengthen, fortify. 

2662 Fuller Worthies (1840' I. 276 He efforted his spirits 
with; the remembrance, .of what formerly he had been. 

Effortless (e-foitles), a. and. quasi ~adv. [f. 
Effort sb. + -less.] Making no effort. 

1. Abstaining from effort, passive, tame. 

1801 Southey Thalaba iv.xix, Idly to remain Were yield:- 
ing effortless. 1880 H. James Madonna 37 You have lost 
time in effortless contemplation. 

2. Acting without effort ; unstrained, easy. ( 

1831 Blackw. Mag. XXIX. 683 The effortless sublimity 

of Homer. ,1861 Wheat $ Tares 37 He delighted in their 
[children's] easy, unconscious, effortless, condition. 

Hence IS'Sfortlessly adv., w ithout exertion. 

1865 Fail Mall G. 31 July 10/2 Effecting all our object 
painlessly and effortlessly. 

+ Effo'SSion. Obs. rare. [ad. L. effossion-em, t 
effoss-us, pa. pple. of effodere : see Effode.] The 
action of digging out (of the ground). 

1657 Tomlinson Renou’s Disp. 271 Its roots . . after their 
effossion are cut and dryed. c 1714 Arbuthnot, etc. Mar. 
Scribierus 1. i. in Pope's Wks. (i8ff6> X. 279 He . . set apart 
several annual Sums for, .the effossion of coins. *755 in 
Johnson and in mod. Diets. 

+ Effra cted, ppl. a. Obs. rare— 1 . [f-L. effradr 
ppl, stem of effringire, f. ex out + Jr an g- Hr c to 
break + -ed 1 .] Broken off. ^ • 

1657 Tomlinson Renou’s Disp. 259 Manna, is collected 
from its effracted boughs. 
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Effraction (efrse’kjbn). [a. Fr. effraction, as 
if ad. E. *effraction-em, f. as prec.] Breaking 
open (a house) ; burglary. 

. 1840 New Monthly Mag. LVIII. 277 The dwelling-place 
where the effraction was perpetrated. 1868 Milman St, 
Paul's iv. 80 A riot, with effraction and murder. 1881 
J. Payne V illorfs Poems Introd. 54 Such efficient instru- 
ments of effraction that no bolts or locks could resist them. 

f Effra'ctnre. Ohs. rare. [ad. L. effractiira, 
f. as prec.J (bee quot.) 

1634 T. Johnson tr. Party's Chirurg. x. vi. (1678! 232 An 
Effracture [of the Skull] is when the bone falls down, and 
is broken by a most violent blow. 

Effraj able, a. Perhaps a misprint for Effroy- 
able, which Harvey elsewhere uses. The Diets, 
have eff ratable with this example. 

1665 G. Harvey Advice agst, Plague 5 Pestilential symp- 
toms declare nothing a proportionate efficient of their ef- 
frajable and miscreant nature. 1755 Johnson, Effraiable . 
So 177S in Ash. 1782-1800 in Bailey ; and in mod. Diets. 

Enfranchise (efrcrntjbiz), v. [corresp. for- 
mally to OF. effranckiss-j effranchir, f. es- (:— L. 
ex-) out + franc free; but perh. the Eng. word 
may be a recent formation from the same ele- 
ments. Cf. Affranchise, Enfranchise. J To 
invest with franchises or privileges. 

1864 in Webster; and in mod. Diets. 

Hence Efira-noMsemeut, the action of enfran- 
chising; the state of being effranchised. 

1795 tr. Mercier's Fragm. Pol. <§• Hist. II. 436 The sub- 
sidies they [the Romans], demanded from them [the pro- 
vinces] were on the condition of effranchisement. 

Effray, obs. Vac.. Affray sb. 

1375 Barbour Bruce v. 113 In sic effray thai baid that 
nycht. 1483 Caxton G. de la 'Pour B iij, For no gentil 
wymmen ought to make none effrayes in them. 1553 (ed. 1) 
Douglas Mneis xi, xvii. 67 Acca schawis to him and all 
his feris The huge effray [ed. Small affray]. 

t Effray, v. Obs. [a. F. effraye-r : see Affray.] 

1. trans. To frighten ; to affect with fear ; to 
alarm, startle. 

1375 Barbour Bruce vn. 610 Thai effrayit war suddanly. 
1480 Caxton Chron. Eng. ccxiv. 20X Moche other folke 
were sore effrayed. 1500 20 Dunbar This. Rose 68 And 
that no schouris nor blastis cawld Effray suld flouris nor 
fowles on the fold. 15,96 Spenser F. Q. 1. i. 16 Their dam 
upstart out of her den effraiae. 

2. To keep off by frightening ; to scare. 

15S8 A. King tr. Canisms' Catech. 58 Fra y ia profane 
noueltie . . effrayis vs y Apostolique . . doctrine. 

3. To feel fear of; to fear. 

1485 Caxton 'Proviso.' s Higden (1527^ in. xxx. 122, I lyue 
in grete drede and effray myne owne wardyens. 

Hence Effrayed ppl. a ., frightened, shaking with 
fear. Effrayedly adv., in an alarmed manner, as 
men do who are alarmed. Effray lug* vbl. sb., 
the state of being afraid ; fright. All Obs. 

1375 Barbour Bruce v. no The men .. full effray tly gat 
thair ger. Ibid. ix. 599 The Inglis .. war stonayit for ef- 
frayng. 1533 Bellenden Livy 11. (iS22> 150 The senate 
effrayetlie convenit to this counsell, and wes mair effrayetlie 
consultit. 1553 Douglas AEneis ix. iii. (ed. 1) 170 Wyth 
pikkis brekand doun Zone forteres, and now., wyth me 
Assailzeant this effrayit strenth. 
t Effre-nable, a. Obs. rare - 1 . [f. L. effren-us 
unbridled (f. ex out + fren-um bridle) + -able.] 
Incapable of restraint, violently rebellious. 

1621 Bolton St at. Irel. 313 (an. ix Eliz.) The saide traytor 
having by this effrenabie meanes growen to great power, 
t Effrenate, a. Obs. [ad. L. effrmat-us , f. ejf- 
r entire, f. ex out + fren-um bridle. Cf. F. ejfrenel\ 
a. Of passions : Unbridled, ungovernable, b. Of 
drugs: Violent in action, 

1561 Abp. Parker Corr. (1852) 157 Men of effrenate jn- 
temperancy. 1657 Tomlinson Renou's Disp. 143 Nothing 
doth so much dehort from . . any medicament as its effrenate, 
prepotent and malign quality. 

Hence E'ffrenated ppl. a., unbridled, unruly. 
1586 J. Hooker Girald. Irel. in Holinshcd II. 144/1 Let 
vs returne to the histone of this effere and effrenated 
nation. 

f Effrena*tioxi. Obs~° [ad. L. effrenation - 
em, f. effrenare : see prec.] (See quot.) 

1623 Cockeram, Effrenaiion, unruliness. 1656 in Blount 
Glossogr. x8x8 in Todd ; and in mod. Diets, 
t Effre'nous, a. Obs. rare- 1 , [f. L. effren-us ; 
see Effrenable and -ous.J — Effrenate b. 

1657 Tomlinson Renou's Disp, 164 Stibium also . . though 
it be immite and effrenous. 

t Effri nge, V. Obs. rare - K [ad. L. effringere, 
f. ex out + franglre to break.] trans. To break 
or pound out ; to make by pounding. 

1657 Tomlinson Renou's Disp. 195 Medicaments from 
which . . Powders can be efringed. 

t BffrO’nt, v. Obs. rare . [( 1 ) back-formation 
from next ; ( 2 ) ad. OF. effronter to break the 
forehead of ; see next.] 

1. trans. To free from bashfulness. 

1643 Sir T. Browne Relig. Med. 1. §40, I am naturally 
bashful!, nor hath . , age . . been able to effront . . me. 

2. To put .tO".'eonfosion. 

, 1649' G. ■ Daniel Trinarch ., , Rich. II, cclvi, Least , Glo- 
cester’s Credit and Relations might Effront his storye. ' 

+ Effronted, ppl. a. Obs . [f. F. effronte, OF. 
esfronte ( = It sfrontato) late L. *ex- {ef-)fron- 
ttitus , f. I* ex-) ef frons, f. ex out, without + frons 


forehead -f- -ed. (The L. frons occurs in the 
sense of 4 ability to blush 1 , so that effrons prbb. 
meant ‘unblushing* ; cf. browless, front less. Some, 
however, suppose the lit. sense to be £ putting forth 
the forehead’.)] 

Shameless, barefaced, unblushingly insolent. 

1598 E. Gilpin SkiaL (1878) 41 Yet their effronted thoughts 
adulterate, Think the blind world holds them legitimate. 
16x2 J. Taylor (Water P.) Sculler Wks. m. 17/2 He . . with 
his effrontit shamelesse face, Seemes to command the diuell. 
1614 Sir W. Alexander Doomesday n. (R.) Th’ effronted 
whore prophetically showne By holy John in his mysterious 
scrouls. 1641 Re lot. Anew. Earl Strafford 97 Others., 
imputed this to his effronted boldnesse. 

Hence f Effromtedly culv., in a barefaced man- 
ner; shamelessly. 

1628 Le Grys tr. Barclay's Argenis 2x6 Lest my Vncle. , 
should the more effrontedly execute vpon mee the re- 
mainder [of his treachery], 1680 Hickes Spir. Popery 40 
To shew.. how effrontedly this Antiepiscoparian speaks. 

Effrontery (efrzrnteri). Also 8 effronterie, 
-ary. [ad. F. effronterie , f. effronU'. see Ef- 
fronted.] Shameless audacity, unblushing inso- 
lence. Also concr. 

17x5 M. Davies Ath. Brit. I. Pref. 28 By Printing those 
Orthodox Letters he gain’d the Point of making his own 
Effrontaries to sell the better. 1720 Welton Suffer. Sent 
of God I. v. 100, 1 express my Resentment . . by the super- 
ficial Effrontery . . of my Brows. 1751 Smollett Per. Pic. 
(1779 HI. lxxx. 65 The happy inheritance of impregnable 
effrontery. ^ 1814 D ’Israeli Quarrels Anth. (1867) 362 Both 
as modest in their youth as afterwards remarkable for their 
effrontery. 1858 Robertson Led. ii. 58 With blasphemy 
and unscrupulous effrontery. 

Hence f Effro mterist [see -1ST], nonce-wd, one 
who displays effrontery. 

1776 Adz/. Corkscrew ii. 18 He was now become a perfect 
effronterist. 


+ Bffro*ntuons, a. Obs. rare, [irreg. f. Ef- 
fronted, after words like affect tmts , fatuousl} 
Characterized by effrontery. 

a X734 North Exam. 111. vii. 543 That a Government should 
appear so we.:.k as to suffer such an effrontuous proceeding to 
run on to this height. 

Hence Effro-ntuously, adv. 

a 1734 North Lives II. 127 To hear his decrees most 
brutishly and effrontuously arraigned. — Exam. 1. i. 23. 

t Effroyable, a. Obs. rare. [a. F. effroyable, 
f. effroi fright.] Frightful. 

1689 G. Harvey Curing Dis. by Expect, iv. 23 The first 
. . upon the sight of such an effroyable symptom . . might 
mistake it for an Apoplexy. 

tEffu de, Obs. [incorr. ad. L. effundere 
(see Effund ».), the perfect stem effud- being taken 
instead of the pres, stem.] trans. To pour out. 

1634 Sir T. Herbert Trav. 7 This hidious cataract., 
effudes it selfe altogether, .into the ocean. 1657 Tomlin- 
son Renou's Disp. 79 Whereby part of it will be effuded. 

Effillge (efirldg), v. poet, (but now mainly in 
humorously pedantic use), [ad. L. effulg-ere , f. ex 
out rfulgere to shine.] 

1. intr. To shine forth brilliantly. 

1735 Thomson Liberty v. 361 As on pure winter’s eve. 
Gradual the stars effulge. 1744 Akenside Pleas. Imag. 

I. 479 Like rays effulging from the parent sun. 1865 Alex. 
Smith Summ. Skye I. 38 Each effulging like Phoebus. 

1828 J. Wilson in Blackw.Mag. XXIV. 277 He effulges 
with the sun in velveteen jacket and breeches. 2852 D. 
Moir Contadina i. The eloquence of purest truth effulges 
in thy smile. 

2. trans. To flash forth, lit. and fig. 

1729 Savage Wanderer v. 20 The topaz charms the sight. 
Like these, effulging yellow streams of light. 1729 Thom- 
son Britannia , His eyes effulging a peculiar fire. 

Effulgence (eftvld^ens). [f. next : see -ence.] 
The quality of being effulgent, splendid radiance. 
lit. and fig. 

1667 Milton P. L. m. 388 On theelmpresst the effulgence 
of his Glorie abides* 1774 Goldsm. Nat. Hist. (1862) I. 
xxi. 135 In the first half of its visible course, it emitted a 
prodigious effulgence. 182s Craig Lett. Drawing ii. 103 
The splendour of rich colour is to be found only in the ef- 
fulgence of light. 

Effulgent (efz»-ld^ent\ a. [ad. L. effnlgmt-em , 
f. as prec.] Shining forth brilliantly ; sending 
forth intense light ; resplendent, radiant. Hence 
Effirlgeiitly adv. 

1738 Glover Leonidas u. 89 Whose spacious orb collects 
th’ effulgent beams. 1852 Mrs. Jameson Leg. Madonna 
(18571 178 Pie is upborne by an effulgent cloud. x86o Tyn- 
dall Gtac. 1. § 27. 218 The fiery light of the sinking sun 
mottled the mountains with effulgent spaces. 
fig. *744 Akenside Pleas. Imag. 1. 330 Venus., stood 
Effulgent on the pearly car. 1831 Brewster JNeudon (1855) 

II. xxiv. 358 Others . . resist the effulgent evidence which 
sustains die strongholds of our forth. x868 J. T. Nettle- 
ship Ess. Browning vi. 219 Its beauty might be more ef- 
fulgent by reason of the . . dulness of the rest. 

t Effulmina-tion. Obs. rare~\ [f. Ef- + 
Fulmina'iionJ The launching of thunderbolts; 
concr. a thunderbolt launched, fig. 

a 1670 Hacket Abp. Williams. 1. (1692) 32 The Popes . 
attempting to send out effulminations against Christian 
kings in all countries. n y - 

f E3ffa:inabiTity. nonce-wd. Obs. [f. L. effuma - 
re + -bility : see Effume and -ity.] Capability 
of being converted into vapour. 


2680 Boyle Scept. Client, iv. .271 Paracelsus . . seems to 
define Mercury by Volatility, or (if I may coyne such a 
Word) Effumability. 

*t Effuma* tion. . rare. [a. OF. effumation, as 
if ad. L. *effumation-em , f. effumtire : see next.] 
The action of converting into ‘ fumes* or vapour ; 
concr. a vapour emitted. 

x666 G. Harvey Morb. Angl. iv. 47 Swelling ebullition, 
■whence afterwards those hot effumations . . arise. 1684 tr. 
Bonefs Merc. Compit. xiv. 494 Instruments fit for Effuma- 
tion and Vaporation. 

t Effinne, V. Obs. rare— 1 , [ad. F. effumer , f. 
L. effumtire , f. ex out + fum-us smoke.] i rants. 
To puff out (smoke). 

1599 B. Jonson Ev. Man out Hum. m. i, I can make this 
dog take as many whiffes as I list, and he shall retain, or 
effume them, at my pleasure. 

Bfftmd (efo’nd), v. [ad. L. effund-ere, f. ex 
out + fund- ere to pour.] 

trans . To pour out {lit. and fig.) ; to shed 
(blood) ; to pour out the contents of (a vessel). 

c 1420 Pallad. on Husb. iv. 107 Oyldregges salt effunde 
uppon the roote [of olives], a 1500 Cuckow i? Night. Lenvoye, 
Suspires which I effunde in silence 1 1550 Bale Image 
Both Ch. 11. I ij b (T.), After this went forth the seconde 
angel . . effundinge his vial upon the sea. 1578 Banister 
Hist. Man v. 70 The Arterie being from that deriued, 
which is effunded into the liuer. 1647 H. More Poems 51 
If he his life effund To utmost death. 17x9 D’Urfey Pills 
(1872) III. 322 Much Blood they effund. 1776 tr. Da Costa's 
Conchol. 60 Several [kinds of shells] . . effund this purple 
juice. x866 J. Rose tr. Ovid's Fasti n. 146 Now doth the 
Idaean boy appear Effunding. . nectar rare. 

t Bffasca'tion. Obs. rare— 1 , [as if ad. L. 
*effuscatidn-em , f. ex out -t- fusca-re to darken.] 
The action of making obscure ; a beclouding. 

1624 Donne Devotions Wks. 1839 HI. 497 These eclipses, 
sudden Effuscations and darkening of his Senses. 

+ Effxrse, sb. Obs. rare . [f. the vb.] A pour- 
ing out, effusion. 

1593 Shaks. 3 Hen. VI, n. vi. 28 Much effuse of blood 
doth make me faint. 1631 Heywoqd Maid of W.n.u • 
Wks. x$74 II. 369 Such a small effuse of blood. 

Effuse (efizrs), a. [ad. L. effus-us, pa. pple. of 
effundere to pour : see Effund.] 

1 . Poured out freely ; chiefly transf. and fig. 
wide -spreading, overflowing, unrestrained, extra- 
vagant. Obs. or arch. 

c 1530 H. Rhodes Bk. Nurture in Babees Bk. (x868) 103 
If lyke a chylde, it [laughing] is effuse and wanton. 1650 
Bulwer Anthropomet. viii. (16531 141 A Nation .. whose 
Eares are dilated to so effuse a magnitude, that they coyer 
the rest of their bodies with them. 1655 Bp. Richardson 
On O. Test. 321 (T.) Wherever the body is, yet the heart of 
fools is in effuse mirth. 1742 Young Nt. Th. ix. 1086 No 
wanton waste amidst effuse expence. 

2 . a. Dot. Of an inflorescence : Spreading loosely, 
especially on one side. b. Conch. Having the 
lips separated by a groove. 

1842 Johnston in Proc. Berw. Nat. Club. II. 3r Bulla 
Pedinata , aperture ampullaceous, effuse above. 1870 
Hooker Stud. Flora 388 1 uncus glaucus . . cymes effuse. 

Effuse (efizrz), v . [f. L. effiis - ppl. stem of 
effundere : see Effund.] 

1 . trans. To pour forth or out (a liquid) ; f to 
shed (blood) ; in pass, to be extravasated. Also reft. 

1526 Pilgr. Perf. (W. de W. 1531 '253 Thatmoost precyous 
blode effused & shedde. 1591 Shaks. i Hen. VI, v. iv. 52 
Maiden-blood thus rigorously effus’d Will cry for Ven- 
geance. x68z Disc. Addr. or Presentm. agst . Association 7 
The Cup out of which they were to effuse Wine, .in Honour 
of the Gods . . broke into pieces. 1725 Pope Odyss. xix. 633 
My pitying eye . . effus’d a plenteous stream. 1759 Da 
Costa in Phil. Trans. LI. 33 The marble finely powdered, 
and aqua fortis effused over it, the marble particles were 
nigh destroyed. 1804 Abernethy Surg. Observ. 174 A little 
blood was supposed to be effused upon the dura mater. 
1835-6 Todd Cycl. Anat. I. 229/1 Lymph is effused from 
the wound in the vessel. 1859 Hawthorne Ft, # It. JrnlS. 
II. 287 The same gentle shower .. had been effusing itself 
all the morning. 

2 . transf. a. To pour out, shed, send forth (air, 
heat, light, odours, etc.). 

1398 Trevisa Earth, De P. R. vi. xx. (1495) 208 In somer 
kynde heete drawyth oute. .and is effusycL.and departed 
and is lesse in the body wythin. 175$ Johnson Idler No. 3 
p 4 The sun, by shining too long, will effuse all its light. 
1821 Neve Monthly Mag. I. 291 The scented pulvilio, which 
the untwisted hairs reproachfully effused. *847 J. Wilson 
Chr. North (1857) 259 From his disc . . is efivtsed now a 

gentle crimson light. 

b. poet, nonce-uses of pa. pple. By Thomson, 
of the horse: Rushing unchecked (cf. L. effusis 
habenis and Effused ppl. a.f By Cowper, of a 
crowd : Poured forth. 

1727 Thomson Summer 509 The horse . . o’er • the ' field', 
effus’d Darts on the gloomy flood. 2791 Cowper Odyss. 
viil 632 From the horse effused the Greeks Left their capa- 
cious ambush. 

3 . fig. Also absol. 

1633 T. Adams Exp. 2 Peter ii. x, God must infuse, before 
we effuse. 1652 Benlowes Theoph. l xcv, Good words 
effus’d Thou dost me give, c 1750 Shenstqne Elegy L 22 
’Twas his fond heart effus’d the melting theme. 1813 K. 
& J. Smith Ref Addr. 58 Professions lavishly effused , and 
parsimoniously verified. 1830 Galt Laurie T. m. via. 
(1849) 1 10 A palpable tranquillity had . been effused abroad, 
f 4 . Phys. To throw off (a branch). . i 

1578 Banister Hist. Man vil 96 After that these Arteries 
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EFFUSED. 


EFTSOOH. 


haue effused fortli these braunches to the palate . . they rise 
vpinto the Scull. 

Effused (efi£*zd), ppl. a. [f. Effuse v.+ -ed.] 

1 . Poured out, shed. ; also (of blood, etc. within 
the system) extravasated. 

1621 G. Sandys Ovid's Met . in. (1626) 59 Thy Mother, 
and her sisters shall imbrue Their furious hands in thy 
effused bloud. 1845 G. Day tr .Simon’s Anim. Chem. I. 315 
Blood-corpuscles being: found in the effused fluid. 

2 . Stretched at full length, with limbs relaxed, 
[cf. L. effusus .] 

1870 Swinburne Ess. Sf Stud. (3875) 323 The goddess 
languid and effused like a broad-blown flower. 

Hence Efftrsedly adv. rare~ x , in an overflow- 
ing manner, unrestrainedly. 

1594 2nd Report Fan sins in Thoms’ Prose Rom . III. 331 
Therewith laughing effusedly vanished away. 

Effusion, (ehzrgon). Also 4 effuscion, 5-6 
effucion. [ad, (directly or through Fr. effusion, 
14th c. in Littre) L. effusion-em, n. of action f. 
effund~ere \ see Effund.] 

1 . A pouring out, a spilling (of liquid) ; f shed- 
ding (of tears). Effusion of blood : bloodshed, 
slaughter ; also in general sense, the pouring out 
of blood by a wound, etc. (and see 1 e). 

4x4.. Tundale's Vis., Circumcision 8 Cryst in his man- 
hode Sched his blode by effusyon. c 1440 Gesta Rom. xl. 
364 (Barb MS.) In holy writte Effucion of bloode is not elles 
but trespas in synnyng. 1526 Tindale Heir. ix. 22 With 
out effusion of bloud is no remission. 159s Shaks. John 
v; 11. 49 This effusion of such manly drops . . Startles 
mine eyes. 1603 Holland Plutarch’s Morals 1295 The 
effusions and funerall libaments. x66o J er. Taylor worthy 
Commun. i. § 4, 76 By breaking bread and effusion of wine. 
x66o Jer. Taylor Duct. Dubit. n. iii. 39 For the danger of 
effusion of the holy wine, they in some places chose that 
expedient 1767 Gooch Treat. Wounds 1 . 162 The effusion 
of blood . . may bring the patient’s life into danger. 1850 
Merivale Rom. Emp. (1865) I. i. 9 Every new conquest 
required a fresh effusion from her veins. 1867 Sir J. Her* 
schel Fam. Lect. Sc. 43 The effusion of lava. 

concr. 1603 Shaks. Meas. for M. m. i. 30 Thine owne 
bowels. , the meere effusion of thy proper loin es. 1734 tr. 
Rollin’s Anc. Hist. (1827) VII. xvii. iv. 149 Shed a con- 
stant effusion of wine. 

•fl Used for Affusion, 

1687 G. Towerson Baptism 54 To baptize by a bare Effu- 
sion, or sprinkling of water. 1726 Ayliffe Par erg. 103 
Baptism, .may be performed, .by Effusion or Sprinkling. 

fb. Effusion of spirits (see Animal Spirits) : 
supposed to be the cause of fainting. Ohs. 

1651 Sir H. Wotton in Ellis Orig. Lett. 1. 340 III. 255 
note. On a sudden effusion of spirits, he sunk under the 
table. 1656 Ridgley Pract. Physic 15 A wound of the 
brain, and from thence an effusion or troubling of the 
spirits. 

f C. A copious emission of smoke, * effluvia 3 
(see Effluvium), etc. Also concr. Ohs. 

! 1477 Norton Ord. Alch. in Ashm. vii, (1652) 104 Magnetia 
is Fier of Effusion. 1664 Power Exp. Philos. 1. 58 Besides 
the Magnetical One of the Earth, several Effusions there 
may be from divers other Bodies. 1667 Milton P. L . vi. 
766 From about him fierce Effusion rowld Of smoak. 

d. Physics. (See quot.) 

1850 T. Graham Chem. (ed. 2) I. 78 Effusion of gases .. 
by which I express their passage into a vacuum by a small 
aperture in a thin plate. 

e. Pathol. The escape of any fluid out of its 
natural vessel, and its lodgment elsewhere ; ‘the 
separation of fluid from the vessels in a morbid 
state of the parts ’ (Syd, Soc. Lex.). 

373* Arbuthnot Rules of Diet 364 The Effusions., of 
any Blood upon the Ventricles of the Brain. 1813 J. 
Thomson Lect. Injlam. 122 The effect of inflammation 
termed effusion. 1856 Kane A ret. Expl. I. xix. 232 The 
immovability of my limbs was due to dropsical effusion. 

2 , transfi m&fig. f a. Of persons : "Dispersion, 
rout Also poet, of things : Confused downfall. 

? 01400 Chester PL (Shaks. Soc.) 92 Godes people were 
put to effuscion. 3725 Pope Odyss. xxn. 99 In mix’d 
effusion roll, Th’ untasted viands, 
fb. i Bounteous donation * (J.). Ohs. 

3514 Pace in Fiddes Wakey 11 . 203 He doithe seke 
nothynge but favors, andprocurithe the same bi effusion off 
mony. 3634 Raleigh Hist. World iv. v. § 3 Antigonus sped 
so well by large effusion of his treasure. 3654 Hammond 
Fundamentals 68 The great force that the gospel . , had . . 
upon men’s souls, melting them into that liberal effusion of 
all that they had. 

C. A ‘ pouring* forth of any influence or agency ; 
often of the Holy Ghost. 

3550 Crowley Inform. 4 Petit. 324 You shall not he 
forgotten in the effucion of thys plage. 3658 Baxter Saving 
Faith § 4. 27 The Promise of Infusion and Effusion [I will 
pour out my Spirit to you], 3743 tr. Cicero's Nat. Gods 1. 
28 The World, with an universal Effusion of its [Reason’s] 
Spirit, is God. 3879 Farrar St. Paul (1883' 66 The fulfil- 
ment of Christ’s promise in the effusion of His Spirit. 

3 . fig. A pouring forth, unrestrained utterance 
(of words, sounds, etc.),* frank and eager expres- 
sion (of emotions). 

1659 Hammond On Ps. Pref. 4 It was a new hymne of 
Christ’s effusion. 3778 Robertson Hist. Amer. I. 11. 308 
The effusion of joy was general, c x8xa Jane Austen Sense 
if Sens., An involuntary confidence, an irrepressible effusion 
to a soothing friend. 3848 Macaulay Hist. Eng, II. 606 
William talked to them [Dykvelt and Witsen] with . . an 
effusion of heart, which seldom appeared in his conversa- 
tions with Englishmen. 3870 Swinburne Ess. 4 Stud. 
(1875) 266 The other’s [song] .. warmer in effusion of 
found. 
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Tb. abstr. Effusiveness, enthusiastic demeanour, 1 
[So in Fr.] . „ 

1878 H. S. Wilson Alp. Ascents ii. 61 Talking cheerily, 

I dine with effusion. . . 

4 . concr. Applied to a literary composition, to 
a speech (formerly also to any work of art), con- 
sidered as an 4 outpouring * of the author’s feelings, 
genius, etc. Now often contemptuotis. 

3779 Johnson L. P., Pope Wks. I V. 71 Queen Caroline 
had declared her intention to visit him [Pope]. This may 
have been only a careless effusion. <ri8n Fuseli Lect. 
Art. v. (1848) 462 The effusions of Lanfranco and Pietro da 
Cortona. 3826 Scott Woodst. i, Here ended this wild 
effusion. 2839 Thirlwall Greece I. 247 The extempo- 
raneous effusions . . of a Phemius and a Demodocus. 1873 
H. Rogers Orig, Bible viii. [18751 346 That book, .was the 
effusion of one master mind. 

Hence Effirsionist, a writer of 1 effusions . 

1842 Fraser's Mag. XXVI. 449 All great novelists . . were 
men of genius and learning. The popular monthly effu- 
sionists nowadays are neither. 

Effusive (efizrsiv), a. [f. L. efftls- (see Effuse 
a.) + -ivk as if ad. L. effusivus.] 
ti. That proceeds from a pouring out. Ohs. 

3725 Pope Odyss. xxn. 490 The floor Wash’d with th* 
effusive wave. 3793 E. Darwin Boi. Card. 1. 111. 1781 
With fine films. . Of oil effusive lull the waves to sleep. # 

2 . Of emotions, affections, etc. : Overflowing, 
irrepressible; in mod. use, demonstratively ex- 
pressed. 

1662 H. More Enthus. Tri ,, Scholia (1712) 52 The inno- 
cence of his private Life, and his most effusive Charity and 
Humanity. 1863 Geo. Eliot Romola in Conzh. Mag. 
VII. 304 Tito could only be saved from alienation by.. a 
recovery of her effusive tenderness. 

3 . That expresses feeling demonstratively. 

3863 Mrs. Oliphant Salem Ch. xxi. 12 A very effusive 
hymn . . an utterance of unmitigated thanksgiving. 1879 
McCarthy Own Times I. 358 Peel.. was not effusive; he 
did not pour out his emotions. 

4 . That has the function of giving outlet to 
emotion, rare. 

3855 Bain Senses $ Int. in. iv. § 27 (3864) 622 The purely 
effusive arts, such as music or the dance. 

Hence Bffirsively adv., in an effusive manner. 
Effusiveness, the quality of being effusive. 

1870 Daily News 22 July 3 You came upon damsels, .who 
giggled and talked effusively by the wayside. 1877 H. 
Page De Quincy I. iii. 46 The enthusiastic effusiveness of 
these lines. 1880 Mrs. Forrester Roy <$• Viola I. 40 
Netta embraced her effusively. 1879 Farrar St. Paul 
(1883) 529 None of the tender effusiveness and earnest praise 
which we have been hearing. 

Effutia*tion. nonce-wd. [f. L. effutt-re to prate 
+ -ATION.] T waddle, balderdash. 

3823 J. Lacy [G. Darley] in Lond. Mag. VIII. 648 The 
plotlessness, still-life, puling effutiation. .of modern plays, 
f Efisc, v. Obs. rare— 1 . [Corruptly ad. Fr. offus- 
qit-er = Obfuscate.] trans. To obfuscate, dim. 

3656 Sheph. KaL viii, Wrath efisceth and leeseth [Fr. 
of usque et perf\ the eye of reason. 

\\ Efreet (e*fnt). Another form of Afreet. 

1841 Lane Arab. Nts. I. 8 Come down, and fear not this 
Efreet. 1862 Fairholt Up Nile 133 The lady . . asserted 
that the father was an efreet or evil spirit. 

Effc (eft), sb. 1 Forms : 1 efeta, -e, 2-4 euete, 
2-7 evete, 4 auete, 4-6 ewt(e, (5 eefte, 6 ewft, 
euit), 6-8 euet, (8 eff, 9 dial, effet, evvet), 7- effc. 
See also Newt. [OE. efeta, of unknown origin. 
The form Newt (a newt corruptly for an ewt) is 
more frequent in literary use, and in some dialects 
has superseded the older form.] 

A small lizard or lizard-like animal. Now (like 
Newt) chiefly applied to the Greater Water-Newt 
( Triton cristatus) and to the Smooth Newt (Lo- 
phinus punctatus), of the order Salamandridse. 

c xooo jElkric Gloss, in Wr.-Wulcker 122 Lacerta uel 
stilio, efete. a 1100 Voc. ibid. 321 Lacerta , efeta. a 1200 
Moral Ode 273 in Coit. Horn. 177 ]>eor beo naddren and 
snaken, eueten and frade. c 1300 K. Alls. 6126 Evetis, 
and snakes, and paddokes brode. 1388 Wyclif Prov. xxx. 
28 An euete enforsith with hondis, and dwelleth in the 
housis of kingis. 1398 Trevisa Barth. De P.R. xn. xxix. 
(Tollera.MS.), Venimouse bestes and auetes [1535 lisardes]. 
ci 400 Maundev. v. 61 In that Abbeye ne entrethe 
not no Flye ne Todes ne Ewtes. 2480 Caxton Descr. 
Brit. 48 Eeftes that doon none harme. 1572 Bossewell 
Armorie 11. 52 b, [The Cameleon] beyng like to y* Ewte in 
the bodye. 1580 Lyly Euphues ( Arb.) 315 All things that 
breede in the^mudde are not Euets. 1613 W. Browne 
Brit. Past. 1. ii, May never euet, nor the toade, Within thy 
banks make their abode. 1679 Plot Staff-. ordsh. (1686) 251 
Animals somewhat like Evets or Newts. 1750 W. Ellis 
Mod. Husbandman in. ii. 79 <E. D. S.) Eff, an eft. 1763 
Churchill Proph. Fam. Poems I. 112 In quest of food, 
Efts strove in vain to crawl. 1800 Hurdis Favorite Vill. 
353 Wriggles the viper and the basking eft 1875 Parish 
Sussex Gloss., Effet, a newt or eft. 1876 A. B. Buckley 
Short Hist. Nat. Sc. xxiv. 201 Aquatic salamanders, which, 
resemble our newts or efts. 1878 Besant & Rice Celia’s 
Arbour I. xiv. 195 We used to hunt as boys for . . the little 
ewet, the alligator of Great Britain, 
t Eft, sbA Obs. rare. [Of obscure origin ; cf. 
OE. tefest, sefst, malice, which freq., occurs in con- 
nexion with nidi] 1 Malice. 

*•2325 Metr. Horn. 35 Jowes havis eft and nithe At me for 
the ferlikes that I kithe. Ibid. 125 Eft and nythe and 
felonny. 

t Effc, a. Obs. rare— 1 . In 6 superl. effcest. 


[? A blunder ascribed to Dogberry ; but it is not 
clear what word is alluded to.] ? Ready, con- 
venient. 

1599 Shaks. Much A do iv. ii. 38 Yea, marry, that’s the 
eftest way. 

+ Effc (eft), adv. Obs. or arch. Also 3-5 efte 
(3 heft, Orm. efffc). [OE. ft « OS., OFris. eft, 
ON. eptir, eftir, eft OTeut. *aftiz adv. compar. 
deg., f. stem aft : see Aft. Cf. OE. ling, compar. 
deg. oilang, Long adv.] 

1 . A second time, again ; back. 

C825 Vesp. Psalter lxx[i]. 20 Of neolnisse eorSan eft $u 
alsedes mec. c 1000 ^Elfric Gen. viii. 10 Noe . . asende ut 
eft eulfran. cizoo Qrmin 16638 Hu ma^ aid mann ben 
borenn efft. C1205 Lay. 15081 Nu was Vortigeme aeft 
[c 1275 heft] king. 01300 Cursor M. 24403 He cried ans 
and eft. 2330 R. Brunne Chron. (i8io> 105 Ontille Inglond 
eft he turned ouer J?e se. £1386 Chaucer Man Lawes T. 
694 Eft were his lettres stolen everichon, c 2420 Pallad. on 
Husb. xn. 267 Again the goode [chestnuts] under gravel he 
do, and tried efte and thries preve hem so. 1589 Putten- 
ham Eng. Poesie (Arb.) 160 Many a word yfalne shall eft 
arise. 2607 Walkington Opt. Glass 145 Hee .. vanished 
eft away. 

fo. Eft and eft 1 again and again; Eft ... eft 1 
first . . . then. 

2393 Langl. P. PI. C. xvi. 145 3 if hym eft and eft euereat 
his neede. c 1420 Pallad. on Husb. 1. 416 And as it drieth, 
efte and efte it dight. 2583 Golding Calvin on Deut. 
clxxviii. 1208 Eft at one side and eft a tother. 

2 . Indicating sequence or transition in discourse : 
Again, moreover, likewise. 

c 1000 Ags.Gosp. Matt, xviii. 19 Eft [c 950 Lindisf. eft 
sona] ic eow seege. C2175 Lamb. Horn. 107 Ne eft he ne 
mei on his welan . . modegian. 2340 Ayenb. 133 Yet eft }>er 
is a stape huerinne is nolle of perfection of fuse uirtue. 
1432-50 tr. Higden (1865) I. 327 Meny ny^tes in }?e somer. . 

sonne go]? nou$t doun . . and eft as many dayes in J?e 
wynter . . the sonne arise j? nou3t. 1533 Act 25 Hen. VIII, 
c. 13 § 12 It is efte declared by this presente acte, that, etc. 
3651 Gataker Ridley in Fuller Abel Rediv. 195 It pleasing 
God eft . . to imprint in the face . . a living portraiture of 
those endowments. 

3 . Afterwards. 

O. E. Chron. an. 685 (Parker MS.) pone [re. Mul] mon eft 
on Cent forbaernde. c 1200 Trin. Coll. Horn. 85 Sume men 
leden erest iuel liflode, and turnen eft to god. c 1325 E. E. 
Allit.P. A. 332 He hit schal efte with tenez tyne. 3430 
Lydg. Chron. Troy 1. vii, First with right make our selfe 
strong ; And efte our force manly for to shewe, Of knyghtes 
chose taken out a fewe. 3528 More Heresyes iv. Wks. 
269/2 Dauid fell . . fyrst in aduoutrie & eft in manslaughter. 
01559 Cavill in Mir. Mag. (1563) B2b, Whom fortune 
brought to boote and efte to bale, 
b. with never , if ever. 

c 1175 Lamb. Horn. 49 He ualleS in to helle pine )?er 
neuer eft ne cumeS of bote, c 1230 Bali Meid. 11 Beo ha 
eanes fulliche forcoruen ne spruteS ha neauer eft. C1314 
Guy Warw. (A.) 2776 3 if P°u haue euer eft nede to me. 
C1325 Seven Sag. (P.) 302 Hys hert scholde to-breke, Ne 
schold he never eft more speke. 3513 Douglas JEneis il 
xii. [xi.] 99 Neuir syne with ene saw 1 hir eft. 

4 . Comb, eft-sithe v. (in 2 efisidian) to return ; 
eft-sith, -sithes adv., another time, once more; 
also, from time to time, often (cf. Oftesithes). 
Also Eftsoon(s. 

civ]$Lamb. Horn. 119 pet ure saule moten eft-sifiian to 
him. a 3300 Cursor M. 1901 Noe . . sent j?e dofe eftsith, 
03547 Earl Surrey sEneid it. 588 Which way eft-sithes 
. . Andromache alone Resorted to the parents of her make. 
2875 Whitby Gloss. (E. D. S.), Eftsith, often. 
fEffc-, obs. Sc. form of Aft (see Aft 4) ; only 
in eft castle, eft ship, the after part of a ship, 
the poop : cf. After a., and Fokecastle. 

1513 Douglas AEneis m. viii. 26. Furth of his eft schip a 
bekyn gart he stent. Ibid. v. iii. 58 The patrouns in eft 
castellis, fresche and gay, Stude. 

Eften, app. spurious f. Eft adv., after Often. 
1623 Cockeram 11. A. ?b, Againe, eften. 

Efter, effcer-, obs, Sc. var. After, After-. 
t S’fter-cliar. Obs. rare. [f. efter , var. of 
After + Char OE. cerr, cyrr a turn.] Return. 
0 2300 Cursor M. 21922 He sal find )?an nan efter-char, 
Effcers, early misreading for Estres. 

2532 Rom. Rose iv. 61 In Chaucer’s Wks. (ed. Tbynne), It 
was not left Till I had all the garden been In the efters 
[ed. Bell-Skeat 1 . 1448 estres] that men might seene. 1715 
Kersey, Efters , Walks, Galleries, Entries, Hedges. 3721- 
2800 in Bailey. 

t E ffcersoons, adv. Obs. Also 1 efter s< 5 na, 
3-4 eftir-, -tur-, -son(e, -sons. [f. OE. if ter, var. 
of eefter, After + Soon, with advbl. -s. Cf. Eft- 
soons.] a. Again, b. Soon after, presently, 

<7950 Lindisf Gasp. Mark x. 1 Gesomnadon efter sona 
memgo to him and eftersona [he] Iserde hia. a 1300 Cursor 
M. 4241 Vn-til egipte bai haue him [Joseph] bro^ht, par he 
was eftursons saald. c 2400 Destr. Troy 7424 Ector eftir- 
sons ettlyt on Achilles. 

Efther, effcher-, dial. f. After, After-. 
t Efts00*n, - SOOXLS, adv, Obs. or arch. 
Forms : 1 eftsdna, 3-5 eft-, efsone, 4-7 eft(e)- 
soone, (6 eft sonne), 3-6 eft(e)sons, -nes, -nis, 
(4 efsoins, 5 eftones, affcsounes, 6 eftsens, 7 
eftsonce, 8 effesons), 4-7 eft(e)soones, (6 
effsoones), 6- eftsoons, 7- eftsoon. In several 
of the forms sometimes written as two words, [f. 
Eft adv. + Soon ; in the later forms with -r after 
the analogy of advbs. from genitive cases.] 
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EGG, 


1. A second time, again. 

€ 1000 Ags . Gosp. Mark x. x pa comon eft menigu to him 
and . . he hi laerde eft sona. c 1300 St. Brandon 231 Gret 
travayl 3011 is to come er 3e eftsone Iond_ i-seo. <11400 
Maundev. v. 51 The Sarazines countrefeten it [Bawme] be 
sotyltee of Craft . . the Apotecaries countrefeten it eftsones. 
<"1449 Pecock Repr. 540 It is no nede forto write the same 
proof of resoun eftsoone here. 1576 Lambarde Peramb . 
Kent (1826) 303 It therefore needeth not now eftsoones to be 
rehearsed. 1637 R. Ashley tr. MalvezzVs David Perse - 
cuted 166 Those other are seldom delivered out of their 
dangers but they returne eftsoones to their misdoings, 
b. quasi-a^. with vhl. sb. 

1571 (see 3]. 2622 Cotgr., Iteration . . repetition . . eft- 
soones-doing. 

2 . Indicating sequence or transition in discourse : 
Again, moreover, likewise. 

950 [see Eft adv. 2]. ^1x75 Lamb. Horn. 133 Eft-sone 
godes word is icleped sed. C1200 Trzn. Coll. Horn. 7 Eft- 
sone ure helendes on tocume juncft dieliche and grisliche 
all manne. c 1340 Gaw. fy Gr. Knt . 2417 So watz Adam in 
erde with one bygyled. .& Samson eft sonez. c 1400 Destr. 
Troy 2478 Then Elinus, eftesones, he drest hym to say. 
i6ox Holland Pliny II. 217 Vnlesse the party do eat some 

f arlick before, and eftsoones in the gathering [of the. white 
illebore] sup off some wine, .it wil. .offend the head. 

3 , Afterwards, soon afterwards. (The notion of 
4 soon’, though app. implied in the etymology, is 
not distinctly evidenced in early examples, and 
down to 17 th c. is sometimes absent ; but in mod. 
archaistic use the sense is commonly * forthwith, 
immediately’.) 

1297 R. Glouc. Citron. (1724) 397 Anober gret mayster he 
slou, & et'sone be brydde.. 1330 R. Brunne Citron. (1810) 
81 Hacon . . praied him ^it eftsonne To com tille Inglond. 
14.. E. E. Misc. 1x855) 78 Eft sone set hit one the fyre to 
hit boyle. 1530-1 Act 22 Hen. VIII, c. 12 If he do not 
accomplishe the order . , to be eftsones taken and whipped. 
1571 Act 13 Eliz. c. 12 If any Person Ecclesiastical shall not 
reuoke his errour, or after such reuocation eftsoones affirms 
such untrue doctrine . . such eftsoones affirming shalbe iust 
cause to deprive such person, etc. 1598 Ord. Prayer in 
Liturg. Serv.Q.Eliz. <1847)680 Those disloyal defections 
•in Ireland . . turned eftsoons into violent commotions. 1608 
Shaks. Per. v. i. 256 Toward Ephesus Turn our blown 
sails ; eftsoons I’ll tell thee why. x6io Holland tr. Cam- 
den’s Brit. 1. 558 Henry the fourth Earle, efts-once honorably 
employed. 1748 Thomson Cast. Ittdol. 1. xxix, Not one 
eftsoons in view was to be found, a 1764 Lloyd Progr. Envy 
Wks. 1774 I. 136 She wav’d it round: Eftsoons there did 
appear Spirits and witches, a 1856 Longf. Elected Knight 
vii, Sir Oluf questioned the knight eftsoon. 187s Sunday 
Mag. 118 They eftsoons fell down, as men very nigh dead. 

4 . From time to time, occasionally, repeatedly. 
1308 Trevisa Barth. DeP. R. xvit. cxliii. (1495) 700 They 
Iwylowes] mo we efte sones be shred and paryd without a 
ladder. 1540 Raynald Byrth Man. (1614) 153 Infirmities, 
which eft-soones happen to Infants in their infancy. 1605 
Camden Rem. (1636) 81 Maugre, a name eftsoones vsed in 
the worshipfull family of Vavasors, Malgerius, in old his- 
tories. 1609 Holland Livy ix. xxxiii. 338 He eftsoons 
\identidem\ rehearsed and reiterated the law iEmylia. 
1632 Sherwood, Eftsoone, convent. 1720 Stow’s Surz>. (ed. 
Strype 1754) I. 1* vi. 31/2 Both these do happen eftsoons. 

5 . Eftsoons as : as soon as. 

c 1555 in Ridley’s Wks. (1841) 256 Dr. Ridley, .eftsoons as 
he had heard the cardinal named . . put on his cap. £1535 
Latimer Serm. <$* Rem. (1845) 278 The other prisoner . . eft- 
soons as he was placed, said to the lords. 

f Eft- white, v. Ohs.— 1 [? f. Eft adv. + white, 
var. of quite, Quit.] trans. (absol.) To repay. 

c 1469 Towneley Myst . 106 A fatt shep I dar say A good 
flese dar I lay, Eft whyte when I may, Bot this wille I borow. 

Efulcrate (HzHkr^t), a. Bot. [f. E- preff + 
L. fulcr-um + -ate.] ‘Said of buds from below 
which the customary leaf has fallen ’ ( Treas . Bot.). 
Cf. Fulcrate. 

Egad, (igse'd), int. Also 7 igad, 8 egod. [prob. 
representing earlier A God l from a interjection : 
but in later times perhaps associated with assevera- 
tions, like i faith, or possibly with by God : cf. A gad, 
Adad, Adod, Ecod, etc.] Used as a softened oath. 

1673 [R. Leigh] Tramp. Kelt . 4 Which is very civil I gad. 
1751 Smollett Per. Pic. (17 79) II I. lxxxv. 323 An exclam- 
ation of * Humbugged egad ! ' 1791 ‘ G. Gambado * Ann. 
Horsem. xviii. (1809 ' 140 Egod, off we set, and never stopt 
till I got to the bottom. 1823 Byron Island n. xxi, Egad. ! 
she seem'd a wicked-looking craft. 1868-9 Miss Braddon 
Charlotte's Inker, iv. ii. 93 Yes, egad, and such a fortune 
as few girls drop into now-a-days. 

t Ega gropile. Obs. [a. Fr. egagropile f. Gr. 
myaypo-s wild goat -f iriKos felted hair.] See quot. 

28x2 W. Walton Peruvian Sheep 97 The egagropiles, or 
hairballs, taken from the inside of horned cattle. Ibid. 99 
In the Llama they [concretions] rather become egagropiles. 

Ega'lity. Obs. [ME. egalite, a. F * igalite ; see 
Eg all a. and -ity.] = Equality (in 14th c. with 
sense 4 equanimity ’). 

(Re-formed as a nonce- wd. by Tennyson, to convey the 
modern associations connected with the Fr. word.) 

c 1374 Chaucer Boeth. n. iv. 42 A 1 fortune is blisful to a 
man by J>e agreablete or by }?e egalite of hym J?at suffreb it. 
c 1386 — - Pers. T. p 875 She is as thise martirs in egalitee. 
1628 Coke On Lift. 170a, A rent may be granted for 
egality of partition. 1864 Tennyson Aylmer’s F. 265 That 
cursed France with her egalities ! 

So Egalitarian a. nonce-wd. [after F. Sgali- 
taire : see -ary and -an.], that asserts the equality 
of mankind. ' 

1885 G. Murray Under Lens II. 103 Will not hear of the 
egalitarian doctrine. 


+ E*gall, a. Obs. Also 5-6 egalle, 6 eguall, 

6 egal. [a. OF. egal (esgal, igal , mod.F. igal) 

L. sequalem Equal.] = Equal. Also quasi-jA 
$2374 Chaucer Troylus in. 88 To have right as you list 
comfort, Under your yerde egall to mine offence, c 2450 
Crt. of Love 1041 Thy birth and hers they be nothing 
egail. 1553 T. Wilson Rketorique 109 Eguall members 
[of a sentence] are such, when, etc. 2555 Instit. Gentleman 
D, Makyng those their egalles whyche ought to be their 
inferiors. 1588 Shaks. Tit. A. iv. iv. 4 An Emperour. .Con- 
fronted thus, and for the extent Of egall [Ff. 2. 3. 4 equal] 
iustice, vs’d in such contempt? 2594 West Symbol n. 
Chancerie § 28 Ministers of Justice, .frame their judgments 
after the square and rule of good and egall. 2596 Shaks. 
Merck. V. in. iv. 13 Companions Whose soules doe beare an 
egal [Q. equal] yoke of loue. 

Hence + E- gaily adv., equally, evenly; with 
even judgement or temper ; E-galness, equality. 

c 1374 Chaucer Boeth. 11. iv. 43 WiJ> hem \>a.t every for- 
tune receyuen agreablely or egaly. c 1450 Crt. of Love 
365 Egally to discerne Betwene the lady and thine ability. 
X526 Tindale 2 Cor. viii. 14 That ther be egalnes now at 
this tyme, that youre aboundaunce sucker their lacke. 1561 
Norton Gorboduc (1590) 1. ii. And such an egalnes hath 
nature made Betweene the brethren of one fathers seede. 
2594 Shaks. Rich. Ill, in. vii. 213 Your tendernes. .to your 
Kindred And egally indeede to all Estates. 2622 Bolton 
Stat. Irel. 157 (28 Hen. V III.) The other part thereof egally 
to be devided amongst them. 

t E gall, v- Obs. rare. [f. prec.; cf. Fr. igalerl\ 
trans. To equal, be equal to. 

1591 Lodge Catharos Eivb, The surplusage should not 
egal! the principal. 

t Ega’r, v. Obs. rare. [ad. F. igarer to mis- 
lead, and reji. to stray.] trans. To put aside, 
dispense with ; intr . To stray, wander. Hence 
Egarring vbl. sb. 

1544 St, Papers Hen. VIII , I. 765 Item, to know the 
Kinges Majestes pleasur . . for egarring of certeyn fotemen. 
1584 Southerne Pandora 3 But if I will thus like Pindar, 
In many discourses Egar. 

f Egede, a. Obs. [Of unknown etymology, but 
app. related to xgsede, segede (? folly), which occurs 
in the Ormulum.] Foolish. 

<21225 Ancr. R. 282 Hwu egede b 3 "ng is horel. ^ c 2230 
Hali Meid. 39 pah hit be egede sahe ; hit ah meiden to 
eggi be swift re ber framward. 

fEge’lidate, v. Obs. rare— 1 , [f. late L. 
egeliaat- ppl. stem of egelidare to thaw, f. e out -f 
gelid-us frozen.] trans. To render fluid (what is 
congealed). 

2609 J. Davies Holy Roode 20 Then should my teares 
egelidate his gore. 

E'gemce- rare, [as if ad. L. *egentia , f. egent - 
em, pr. pple. of egere to be in need.] Need, the 
existence of needs. 

1865 J. Grote Moral Ideas ii. (1876) 31 Egence is the 
life of the universe. 

t E'gency* Obs. [f. as prec. : see -ency.] 
Neediness, poverty. 

1600 Tourneur Transf. Met. xviii, So plac’d, hir ground 
might feed hir egencie. 

t Ege ne, a. Obs. rare — l . [ad. L. egenus , f. 
egere : see prec.] Needy, poor. 

2632 R. H. Arraignm. Whole Creature xiii. § 3. 210 The 
perverse will of man .. must needs it selfe alwayes be 
hungry and lancke, egene and leane. 

+ E'gepy. Obs. rare— 1 , [ad. (? through mod.L.) 
Gr. aiyvTTLos.'] A kind of vulture. 

1651 J. F[reake] Agrippa’s Occ. Philos. 42 Egepis and 
Eagles. 

[El'ger, app. a misreading of Edger in R. 
Holme : see Edger 2. 

2706 Phillips, Egers, [country- word], the Spring or first 
blown tulips. 2725 in Kersey. 2722-2800 in Bailey. 
1864 in Webster; and in mod. Diets.] 

Eger, obs. form of Eager a., Eagre. 

E germinate (/d^oumin^t), v. [ad. L. eger- 
mindt - ppl. stem of egermindre, f. e out -kgermin - 
are to sprout.] intr. Of a plant: To shoot forth. 

1625 Cockeram, Egerminate , to spring or bud out. 1721- 
1800 in Bailey. 2846 in Worcester ; and in mod. Diets. 
Hence Eg , e:rmina*tioii. 1736 in Bailey. 
t E geme, a. Obs. [of obscure etymology ; cf. 
ON. agiarn\ Greedy. 

c 1200 Trin, Coll. Horn. 37 Bis oref is swifte egerne, and 
fecheft his leswe hwile uppen trewes and hwil uppen cliues 
and hwile in be dales. 

Egest (ftlge-st), v. [f, L. egest - ppl. stem of 
egergre , f. e out + gerere carry.] trans. To pass 
off, expel; esp. from within the body, e.g. by 
evacuation of the bowels, perspiration, etc. 

2607 Topsell Fourf. Beasts 65 When one is troubled with 
a desire of going often to the stool, and can egest nothing. 
1626 Bacon Sylva § 899 The Beare, the Hedge-hog . . all 
wax Fat when they Sleepe, and egest not, 1632 Brath- 
wait Whimztes To Rdr. 11 III drest meat ..to be egested 
long before it come to bee digested. 2633 T. Adams Exp. 
2 Peter ii. 13 What [is] rich apparel, which man takes up 
in pride, but that the worm hath egested in scorn? 2685 
Manton Christ’s Transfig. iii. Wks. 1870 I. 362 The grave 
was like a woman ready to be delivered ; it suffered throes 
till this blessed burden was egested. 1884 Health Exhib. 
Catal. 5 Alcohol . .undergoes no . . change when taken into 
the stomach, but is egested from the lungs and skin. 

|[ Egesta C^e-sta), sb. pi. [L. egesta, neut. pi. 
of egestus , pa. pple. of egerfre : see prec.] Waste 
matters passed off from the body ; excreta* 


2787 E. Ford in Med. Commun. II. 128 An exact atten- 
tion to the ingesta and egesta would be conducive to re- 
covery. 2833 J, Rennie Alph. Angling 36 It feeds . . if we 
may judge from its egesta, upon .. slime or moistened clay. 
2862 Sir H. Holland Ess. Mod. Chem. 448. 

Egestion (ifcise'stjbn). [ad. L. egestion-em, 
noun of action f. egercre ; see prec.] 
f 1 . gen. The action of discharging or emptying 
out In quot. concr. Obs. 

c 1420 Pallad. on Hush. xi. 449 Now thai condite her 
must egestion [L .primo amne musti spiimantis egesto\ That 
woi with gipse her wynes medicyne. 

2 . Bhys. The passing off' of excreta from within 
the body ; opposed to ingestion. 

1670 Ray Proverbs (1768) 8 Why the naming of some Ex- 
crements of the body, or the egestion of them is condemned. 
2677 Hale Prim. Orig. Man. 1. i. 32 These natural or 
involuntary exertions of Digestion, Egestion, Circulation. 
2847-9 Todd Cycl. Anat. IV. 459/t The functions of eges- 
tion are more necessary to the maintainance of life than 
those of ingestion. 1878 Bell tr. Gegenbaueds Comp. 
Anat. 84 The form of which is very varied, and which 
at times contains the orifice of egestion also. 

tb. spec. Evacuation of the bowels. Obs. 

2547 Boorde Brev. Health xv. 12 They do defyle them 
selfe other by uryn, or by egestion, or both at once. 1578 
Banister Hist. Man v, 64 The Muscles, .are vnto egestion 
seruiceable. 1608 Topsell Serpents 756 He which is stung 
by a scorpion . . is . . affected with . . a continual desire to 
egestion. 2722 Last Distemf. Tom Whigg 1. 5 Sliced, 
a , . Term in Hawking to sigmfie Egestion. 

f e. Occasionally used for 4 vomiting Obs. 

2633 T. Adams Exp. 2 Peter i. 20 The true history of 
Jonah, his swallowing and egestion by the whale. 1633 Bp. 
Hall Hard Texts 383 By luke-warme water, .the stomack 
is made apt to egestion. 

d. concr. Excrement, f vomit. 

2607 Topsell Fourf. Beasts 482 The excrements of his 
[the ox’s] belly and egestion or dung, for the amending and 
enriching of plowed lands. 2609 Bp. Barlow A nsiv. Name- 
less Cath. 100 The vnsauorie egestion of a filthy strong 
stomake. 2610 Barrough Meth. Physick 1, xvi. (1639) 25 
For the most part their egestions be liquid. 26156 Hobbes 
Six Less. Wks. 1845 VII. 324 To take wing .. like beetles 
from my egestions. 1672 Salmon Syn. Med. n. xlvi. 309 
The Egestion, soft, equal, yellow, is well digested. 

f 3 . The expulsion of a product of digestion, 
secretion, etc., from the organ producing it. Also* 
concr. Obs. 

2643 Digby Nat. Bodies xxxv. (1658) 367 The arteries 
which lie fittest to receive these sudden egestions of blood. 
1696 Phillips, Egestion , the Expulsion of Meat, digested 
through the Pylorus or gate of the Stomach, to the rest of 
the Intestines. 2715 in Kersey. 1721-2800 in Bailey. 
Ege stive u^e-stiv), a. [f. L. egest- (see 
Egest v.) + -ive.] Pertaining to, or connected 
with, the process of egestion. 

2677 Hale Prim. Orig. Man. hi, vi. 276 They have the 
digestive, egestive, and other parts of the Nutritive Faculty. 
2835-6 Todd Cycl. Anat. I. 69/2 Less activity is indicated 
in the egestive than in the ingestive system. 2877 Huxley 
Anat. Inv. An. i. 50 In the Porifera, the terminal aperture 
of the gastraea becomes the egestive opening of the adult. 

t Ege-stu.0*se, a Obs,-° [ad. late L. egestu - 
dsus y irreg. f. egestas poverty.] = Egestuous. 

2775 Ash, Egestuose, poor, needy, 
t Egestuursity. Obs. rare, [as if ad. L. *eges- 
tudsitat-em , f. as prec.] Meagreness, poverty. 

1656 Blount Glossogr. 2709 Brit. Apollo II. No. 64. 2/2 
Clothing the Egestuosity of your Matter with pompous 
Epithets. 

t Ege*stuous, a. Obs -o [see Egestuose.] 
Very poor and needy. 

2656 Blount Glossogr. 2722-2800 in Bailey. 1775 in Ash, 
Egg (eg), sb. Forms: a. 1 ees, (mis), 2 ais, 
3-5 ey(e, 4-6 ay(e, 5 3ey ; pi. 1 &s(e)ru, 4 
eye r, 3-5 ay-, ex-, eyren(e, 5 eyron, -otm. 

4-7 eg, egge, (5 eeg, ege, Regge), 6- egg. 
[Com, Teut. : OE. pi. segru (whence the a. 
forms) = OS. ei (MDu., Du. ei), OHG. ei, , pi. 
eigir (MHG. ei, mod.G. ei, pi. eier), ON. egg, 
Goth. *addjis (Crim.-Goth. i6th c. ada) :—OTeufc, 
*ajjoz- neut The (3. forms are from the ON. egg. 

The connexion of the Teut. word with its WAryan 
synonyms, Gr. &>ov, L. dz turn, OS 1 .jaje, Ir. og, is probable, 
but has not yet been demonstrated.] 

1 . The (more or less) spheroidal body produced 
by the female of birds and other animal species, 
and containing the germ of a new individual, 
enclosed within a shell or firm membrane. Addle, 
Wind egg: see those words. 

a 2000 Boeth. Metr. xx. 269 On aexe bift sioleca on mid- 
dan. c xooo Sax. Leechd. II. 156 Wip bon J>e hser ne weaxe 
semettan ae^ru xenim. dxzz$ Ancr.R. 66 Kumeft j>e coue 
. . & reueft hire hire eiren. <r 1300 K. Alts. 568 A faukon . . 
An ay he laide . . That feol the kyng Phelip nygh. 1377 
Langl. P. PI. B. xi. 343 Many other briddes Hudden . . 
her egges . . In mareys. 2382 Wyclif Isa. lix. 5 The eiren 
of edderes thei to-breeken. c 2440 Gesta Rom. xxviii. 206 
(Harl. MS.) AnoJ>ere birde . . laborithe . . to infecte hir nest 
or hir eyren. 2486 Bk. St. Albans Aij a, To speke of 
hawkis fro an eeg to thei be habull to be takene. 1535 
Coverdale Job xxxix. 13 The Estrich. . when hehathlayed 
his egges vpon the grounde, he bredeth them in the dust. 
1601 Shaks. JuL C. ii. i. 32 Thinke him as a Ser- 
pents egge. 2657 S. Purchas Pol. Flying-Ins . 48 Im- 
properly that is an egg out of the whole whereof a living 
creature is bred, as the eggs of Spiders, Ants, Flies. 2747 
Gould Eng. Ants 32 A Queen . . in a Box . . will in a few 
Days deposit some Eggs, unless she had laid before you 
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tookher. 1774 Qoi.nsM.- Nat. Hist, (1776) II. 339 The 
numerous brood of [turtles’] eggs are. .buried in the warm 
sands of the shore. 1852 Carpenter Man. Phys. 95 The 
eggs of the Slug, when dried up by the sun or by artificial 
heat . . are found not to have lost their fertility, 

. to. spec. An egg of a domestic fowl as an article 
of food. 

805-31 Chari. Oswulf in Sweet O. JS. Texts 444 gif hit 
Sonne festendaeg sie, selle mon unege cassu and fisces and 
butranand segera. ciooo Sax, Leechd. II. 103 Smire mid 
aeges geolcan. cxooo Ags. Gasp. Luke xi. 12 gif he bit 
aeg [c xx6o Hatton aig] segst J?u raec ‘5 he him scorpionem. 
1297 R. Glouc. Ckron. (Rolls) 8334 Vor aney tueie ssillin- 

f es wel vawc ]?o toil bo^te. C1300 K. Ait's. 4719 Men to 
eora threowe drit and donge, With foule ayren. c 1400 
Maunbev. v, 49 Thidre bryngen Wommen , . here Eyren of 
Hennes, of Gees & of Dokes, ct 400 Rowland % O. 222 
The lawes of Cristyante ne are noghte worth e ane aye. 
1x420 Pallad, on Husb. 1. 582 Wol thou . . eyron grete that 
kgge? 1490 Caxton j Eneydos Prol., What sholde a man 
in thyse dayes now wryte, egges or eyren, certaynly it is 
harde to playse every man. 1530 Proper Dyaloge (18631 0 
So is it not worthe a rotten aye. 1506 Shaks. i Hen, IV, 
11. i. 64 They are vp already, and call for Egges and Butter. 
1614 W. B. Philosopher' s Banquet (ed. 2. 52 Goose-egges 
are loathing. 1670 G. H. Hist. Cardinals 11. n. 148 Con- 
strain’d to . . keep Lent with Bisket and hard Eggs only. 
1732 Arbuthnot Rules of Diet 255 Eggs are perhaps the. . 
most nourishing .. of all animal Food. 1850 Mrs. Stowe 
Uncle Tom’s C. xv. 137 Give them to this fellow; he’ll put 
them down as if they were eggs, now. 2879 Farrar St. 
Paul 11883) 46 Was it, .worth, .discussion, .whether an egg 
laid on a festival might or might not be eaten ? 

2. jig. That which -contains the germ of any- 
thing ; generally in a bad sense. Also in phrase, 
To crush in the egg. 

1645 Tombes Anthropol. 8 This was the egge out of which 
their contentions were hatched. 2649 G. Daniel Trinarch. 
Hen. IV, cccxlviii, Soe Power of Warre From the first 
Egge of Libertie, out-Creepes A fatall Serpent. 1689 Apol. 
Fail. Walker’s Acc. 91 The Rebellion, .had not been either 
prevented or crush’d in the Egg. 

to. Applied contemptuously to a young person. 
1605 Shaks. Mach, iv. ii. 83 What you Egge ? Yong fry 
of Treachery. 1835 E. Elliott Taurassdes iv. iv. Wks. 
III. 272 Who would suspect a boy? Who hir’d thee? Egg 1 

3. Applied to anything that resembles an egg 
in shape or appearance. So f To turn up the 
eggs [i.e. the whites) of one s eyes. 

1589 Puttenham Eng. Poesie (Arb.) 105 The egge or 
figure ouall. 1635 A Stafford Fern. Glory (1869) 89 The 
eggs of their eies are at their highest elevation, a 1637 
B. Jonson (R.) A puritan poacht, That used to turn up the 
eggs of his eyes, /xxfigi Boyle (J.) There was taken a 
great glass-bubble with a long neck, such as chemists are 
wont to call a philosophical egg. 

4. Phrases ; A bad egg (colloq.) : a person or a 
scheme that disappoints expectation. + Egg and 
bird : in youth and maturity, from beginning to 
end, first and last. To break the egg in anybody's 
pocket ; to spoil his plan. + To take eggs for 
money ', to be put off with something worthless. 
To have eggs on the spit : to have business in hand. 
To tread upon eggs : to walk warily, as on deli- 
cate ground ; f {To be) with egg : (to be) ready to 
lay ; also fig. f To come in with five eggs : to 
break in fussily with an idle story; more fully, 
Five eggs a penny, and four of them addle, 

1542 Udall Erasm. Afopk. 272 Persones comyng in with 
their fiue egges, how that Sylla had geuen ouer his office 
of Dictature. 1551 Robinson tr. More’s Utop. (Arb.) 56 
An other commeth in with his fiue egges. X598 B. 
onson Ev. Man in Hum. hi. Hi, I have eggs on the spit; 
cannot go yet, sir. *6ix Shake. Wint, T. 1. ii. x6i Mine 
honest Friend Will you take Egges for Money? 1670 
G. H. Hist. Cardinals n. 1. 130 Contented to take Eggs 
(as it were) for their money, ijxx. Find, Sacheverell A liij, 
I have been such a profligate Liver, Egg, and Bird. 1733 
P. Drake Grotto {title-page), Apollo’s. .Grotto makes them 
[Witts] all with egg. a 1734 North Exam. 324 This very 
circumstance . . broke the egg . . in the Pockets of the 
Whigs, a 1734 — ■ Ld. Guilford (1808) L 245 (D.) This gave 
him occasion . . to find if any slip had been made (for he 
all along trod upon eggs). *747 Gould Eng. Ants 57 
Very like that of a Female Bee, Wasp, or Queen Ant, 
When hot with Egg./ 1864 Athenaeum 559/1 ‘A bad egg’, 

^ * a fellow who had not proved to be as good as his pro- 
pise, 1884 Black Jud. Shaks. xiii. in Harper’s Mag. May 
954/2, 1 have other eggs on the spit . 

to. In many proverbial phrases of obvious mean- 
ing ; also, As sure as eggs is eggs ; hence. As safe 
as eggs (in same sense). Teach your grandmother 
to suck eggs : said to those who presume to offer 
advice to others who are more experienced. To 
have all your eggs in one basket : to risk all one’s 
property on a single venture. 

1592 Shaks. Rom. Jul. in. i. 26 Thy head is as full of 
quarrels, as an egge is full of meat. 1606 Bryskett Civ. 
Life 5 Critiques that spend their eyes to find a haire vpon 
an egge. 1620 Shelton Quix. III. vii, The Hen fays 
as well upon one Egg as many, a x6xo Babington Wks. 
'(1622) 51 To be wonne with the egg and lost with the 
shell, is a great inconstancie. x6xx Shaks. Wint. T.i. 
ii. 130 We are Almost as like as Egges. 1638 Chillingw. 
Relig. Prot . 1. ii. § 160. 117 They are as like your own, as 
an egg e to an egge. 11x632 G. Herbert Jacula Prud. 
(1640) 201 He that steals an egg, will steal an ox. 1699 
B. E. Diet. Cant. Crew, As sure as Eggs be Eggs. 1707 
Stevens tr. Quevedo’s Com. Wks. (1709) 348 You would 
ve me teach my Grandame to suck Eggs. 1777 Sheridan 
Trip. Scarb. iii. iv. As full of good-nature as an egg 's full 
hf meat. 1857 Hughes Tom Brown n. vi, I shall come 
oust bottom of the form as sure as eggs is eggs. 1871 M. 


Collins Mrq. # Merck. III. iv. 1x4 We’ve got the Derby 
and Leger this next year as safe as eggs. 

II. Comb. 

5. In Plant-names ; Eggs and Bacon, Eggs and 
Butter , Eggs and Collops ; popular names for 
several plants, esp. Linaria vulgaris, the Field 
Snap-dragon or Toad-flax. 

1878 Britten & Holl. Plant-n ., Eggs and Bacon. From 
the two shades of yellow in the flower. 1 Linaria vul- 
garis, Mill.; 2 Lotus comic ulatus. Eggs and Butter, 
Linaria vulgaris, Mill. Eggs and Collops, Linaria 
vulgaris , Mill. ; 2 Ranunculus acris , L. 

6. General comb.: a. attributive, as egg-ball , 
- basket , -cup, -pie, -sauce, -spoon, -stall, -state, -tongs, 
- yelk or -yolk. 

1869 Beetotis Househ, Management 201 *Egg- balls for 
Soups and Made Dishes. 1870 F. Wilson Ck. Lindisf. 
308 'Pile font., is of an *egg-cup form. 2869 Beetons 
Househ. Management 858 Silver or plated *egg-dishes are 
now very much used, a 1592 Greene Fr . Bacon (1861) 174 
When * egg-pies grow on apple-trees, then will thy grey mare 
prove a bag-piper. 1634 J. Taylor (Water-P.) Gt. Eater 
Kent 12 It is welcome, whether it bee sawsedge or custard 
or egge-pye. c 1685 in Dk. Buckhm’s Wks. U705) II. 48 
She. .neatly dish’d it up with *Egg-saace. 2828 Macaulay 
Hallam, Ess. (1865) I. 80/2 Judgments only to be averted 
by salt-fish and egg-sauce. 1824-9 Landor Jmag. Conv. 
(1846) 1 . 273 Those who kept *egg-stalls and fish-stalls cursed 
him and removed them. 1747 Gouuo Eng. A nts 38 The 
Continuance of Ants in the *Egg State is somewhat pre- 
carious. 1868 Q. Rev , 354 These ‘colifichets’ are made 
principally of the *egg-yelk. 

to. objective, as egg-eating vbl. sb. and ppl. adj.; 
-hunter, -laying vbl. sb. and ppl. adj., -monger, 
also, egg-beater , -boiler, - detector , -poacher, -tester, 
-timer, appliances and implements used for or in 
beating, boiling, etc., eggs. 

1884 Health Exhib. CataL 220/2 Patent *Egg Beaters. 
2836 T. Hook G. Gurney I. iii. 85 *Egg-eating and 
prawn-picking are not delicate performances. 1882 A, 
Hepburn in Pros. Berw. Nat. Club IX. No. 3. 505 The 
egg-eating birds kept the wood pigeon within very mode- 
rate bounds. 2856 Kane A ret. Expl. Ii. xxvi. 265 Our 
*egg- hunters found it difficult to keep their feet. . 1751 
Smollett Per. Pic. 12779) lb bd* *86 Like a goose in the 
agonies of *egg-laying. 1676 Shadwell Virtuoso in, All 
oviparous or egg-laying creatures. 1884 Health Exhib. 
Gated. 1 10/2 *Egg Poachers. Ibid. 25/1 Microscopes, 
*Egg Testers, Lamps, etc. Ibid. 222/2 An assortment of 
*Egg .. Timers, etc. 

e. similative, as egg-bald , ’■ -like, - oblong, , -shaped, 
adjs. ; egg- fashion adv. 

1877 Tennyson Harold v. i, But If thou [the monk] blurt 
thy curse among our folk. .1 may give that ^egg-bald head 
The tap that silences. 1702 Lend. Gas. No. 3819/8 Three 
Diamonds . . two of them pretty large cut *Egg-fashion. 
1599 T. M[oufet] Silkwortnes 18 *Egg-like [marginal gloss 
or oval}. 1835-6 Todd Cycl. Anat. I. 742/2 The bones 
of the cranium . . concur in the production of an egg-like 
cavity. 2857 Wood Com. Objects Sea Shore 50 Some of 
them have anything but an egg-like aspect. 1859 Geo. 
Eliot A. Bede 16 A small oval face, .with an egg-like line 
of cheek and chin. 1776 Withering Bat. Arrangem. 
(1796) I. 155 Seed single, *egg-oblong. 1766 Baker in 
Phil. Trans. LVI. 186 The seeds *egg-shaped, one or two 
strongly adhering to the calyx. 1845 Stocqueler Handbk. 
Brit. India 12854) 370 Ceylon is egg shaped. 

7. Special comb. : egg and anchor, egg and 
dart, egg and tongue (mouldings), varieties of 
the Echinus, produced by the alternation of ver- 
tical with egg-shaped ornaments : see Echinus 3 
and quots. there given; egg-apple, the fruit of 
the Egg-plant ( Solanum Melongena) ; egg-bag, 
(a.) the ovary ; (b.) = egg-case ; egg-berry (see 
quot.) ; egg-bird, a species of tern ( Hydroche - 
lidon fuHginosum) common in the West Indies, 
where its eggs are collected for use as food ; egg- 
binding, the condition or disease of a fowl that is 
egg-bound ; egg-bom a., produced from an egg ; 
egg-bound ppl. a., said of fowls suffering from 
weakness or disease, so that they are unable to expel 
their eggs ; egg-breaker (see quot.) ; egg-case 
(see quot.) ; egg-cell, the cell or germ from which 
an egg or a living animal is subsequently developed ; 
egg-cheese (see quot.) ; egg-chinned ppl. a., 
? double-chinned, or having an egg-shaped chin; 
egg-cluster —egg-case ; egg-coal, coal broken into 
pieces the size of an egg ; egg-covering, the ex- 
ternal membrane of an insect’s egg ; egg-dance, 
a dance blindfold among eggs; fig. an intricate 
and difficult task ; egg-flip = Egg-nog ; egg-form, 
an ellipse; + egg- fraise, a pancake; f egg-fry, 
zoosperms, semen of the male ; cf. Fry ; egg- 
full a., as full as an egg is of meat ; egg-glass, 
{&.) a glass for holding an egg ; (b.) a sand-glass 
in which the running of the sand indicates the 
time during which an egg should be boiled ; egg- 
hole (see quot.); + egg-hot, ‘a hot drink made of 
beer, eggs, sugar, and nutmeg’ (Berks. Gloss. 
E. D. S.) ; egg-life (see quot.) ; egg(s)-man, a 
collector of (wild fowls’ ) eggs ; t egg-nest -egg- 
case; f egg-pea, an old variety of garden pea; 
egg-peg, the sloe; egg-plum, an egg-shaped 
plum, generally of a light yellow colour; egg- 
pop ( U.S.), ? ; egg-posset = egg-flip ; egg-pouch. 


egg-sac = egg-case^ ; egg- Saturday, the Saturday 
before Shrove Tuesday (Nares);- egg-slice, a 
kitchen utensil for removing omelets or fried eggs 
from the pan ; egg-spoon, (a.) ,a spoon used in 
eating eggs ; ( b .) (see quot.) ; fogg-starch a., ?; 
egg-stohe = Oolite; egg-sucker (see quot.); egg- 
Sunday, the Sunday before Shrove-^ Tuesday ; egg- 
trot « egg-wife's trot ; egg-urchin, the popular 
name of one or more species of Echinus ; egg- 
whisk, an utensil for beating eggs to a froth* 
f egg- wife, a woman who offers eggs for sale; 
hence egg-wife’s trot, the pace at which an egg- 
wife would ride to market. ^ 

2752 Chambers Cycl. s.v.. The profile or contour of the 
echinus, is enriched with *eggs and anchors, alternately 
placed. 2872 Miss Braddon Levels xxxii. 257 A house 
glorified within by *egg-and-dart mouldings. 2774 Goldsm, 
Nat. Hist. VI. 253 From this ovary, or *eggbag, as it 
is vulgarly called, the fish’s eggs drop one by one into 
the womb. 1822 Edin. Rev. XXXVII. 127 Thus also 
spiders carry out about their nest or egg-bag. 2878 Brit- 
ten & Holl .Plant-n., * Egg-berry, Prunus Padus L. Cf. 
Heckberry. _ 1697 Dampikr Voy. (2729) I 54 Small grey 
Fowls no bigger than a Black-bird, yet lay Eggs bigger 
than a Magpy’s; and they are therefore by Privateers 
called *Egg-birds. 2772 84 Cook Voy. U790) IV. 1362 
Upon the shore were . . some egg birds., 2882 Bazaar 25 
Feb. 275 My queries as to *egg-binding . . my hen bud- 
gerigar died *egg-bound. a 2631 Drayton Elegies, Lady 
Aston’s Departure, Leda's brood, Jove's *egg-born issue 
smile upon the flood ! 1772 Forster in Phil. Trans. 

LXII. 422 A sort of Gull, called *Egg-breakers, by the 
natives. 1847 Carpenter Zool. 755 The females [Spiders] 
lay their eggs in these tubes ; inclosing them in a silken 
cocoon, or *egg-case, which they carry about with them 
when they go to hunt. 2880 Lankester Degen. 20 A 
structureless panicle, .thrown off from its parent . . known 
as the *egg-cell. 1879 tr. Haeckel's Evol. Man I. vi. 121 
The human egg-cell is. .not essentially different from those 
of other Mammals. 1784- 1815 A- Young Ann. Agric. 
XXXVI 1 L 504 lE. D. S.) Farmers, .make *egg cheeses. , 
by putting five yolks of eggs to every pound of curd. 2625 
B. Jonson Staple of N. iv. i, My *egg-chin’d laureate here 
1692 Ray Phys.- 1 heal Disc. iv. 1x7321 49 Ovary or ^Egg- 
cluster. 1857 Wood Com. Objects Sea Shore 52 The egg- 
cluster from which the sketch was .taken. 1881 Raymond 
Mining Gloss, * Egg -Coal, Pennsylvania. 1835-6 Todd 
Cycl. Anat. I. 270/1 The young, .swim about, .the instant 
that they are liberated from the *egg- coverings. 1801 
Strutt Sports Past. hi. v. 172 The *egg-dance .. was 
common enough about thirty years back. 1882 Society x8 
Nov. 29/2 The slip is very excusable, for it is an egg-dance^ 
2871 Napheys Prev. $ Cure Dis. 11. iii. 487 Some con- 
centrated liquid nourishment, as a few spoonsful of *egg- 
flip or beef-tea. 2552 Recorde Pathw Knowl. 1 . Def., It 
is lyke a circle that were brused . . which e forme Geome- 
tricians dood call ari *egge forme.' 1693 W. Robertson 
Phrased l Gen. 323 An *egg-fraise. 1674 N. Fairfax Bulk 
§ Selv. 124 An egg . . that sprang from the impetus of 
the tread, the Harvey -an tang, or contagion and *egg-fry 
of Kerckring and de Graaf. 1839 Bailey Festus xxvii. 
(18481324, I am *egg-full of life. 1867 Emerson Lett. # 
Soc. Aims, Culture Wks. (Bohn) III. 227 No more a 
measure of time than an hour-glass or an *egg-glass. 1881 
Raymond Mining Gloss., * Egg-hole (Derby), a notch cut in 
the wall of a lode to hold the end of a stempel, 1796 Lamb 
in Lett, (1849) 25 , 1 have been drinking *egg-hot and smok- 
ing Oronooko. 2879 tr. Haeckel’s Evol. Man I. i. 12 *Egg- 
life or embryo-life within the egg-membranes. 1886 E. C. 
Dawson Bp. Hannington viii. (1887) 107 The enthusiastic 
*eggsman . . scrambled up again with the contents of three 
nests in his pockets. 2704 A. van Leeuwenhoek in Phil. 
Trans. XXV. 1620, I saw exceeding small ones still re- 
maining in the Ovarium or *Egg-nest. 1744 Notes # Observ. 
Tussers Husb. 19 Runcival Pease . . in their room are 
got the *Egg-pea, the Sugar-pea, etc. 1878 Britten & 
Holl. Plant-n., *Egg-peg Bushes, Prunus spinosa L. 
1859 All Y. Round No. 1. 17 The persiman is like a large 
*egg-plum. i860 O. W. Holmes Prof Breakf-t. i. 
(Paterson) 6 Water to make *egg-pop with. 1832 Hone 
Year-bk. 9 Jan. 61 *Egg-posset, alias Egg-flip, other- 
wise ... * rum booze *. 1826 Kirby & Sp. Entomol. III. 72 

The only insects . . known, to spin an *egg-pouch like the 
spiders are the hydrophili, a kind of water beetle. 1857 
Wood Com. Objects Sea Shore 50 All the *egg-sacs would 
have been found empty. 1867 J. Hogg Microsc. 11. ii. .368 
They [the Gregarinaj] have been described under a variety 
of titles, such as worm-nodules, egg-sacs, etc. .1607 Chr. 
Prince in Misc. Ant. AngL (x8i6 68 On the sixt of feb- 
ruary, beeing *egge satterday, it pleased some gentlemen 
schollers in the towne to make a dauncing night of it . . the 
next Tuesday following beeing shrovetuesday. 1670 Sir 
R. Baker Theatr. Tri. 37 One trick which he.. seems to 
have learned >» from Egge- Saturday in Oxford, to make 
diversity of meats with diversity of dressing. 1796 Mrs. 
G lasse Cookery xiv. 238 Fry them, brown in fresh butter ; 
then take them out with an *egg slice. 1886 E. C. Dawson 
Bp. Hannington viii (1887) 107 The egg hunter arms him- 
self with an instrument called an *egg-spoon, like a tiny 
landing-net, at the end of a long, light rod. 1630 Taylor 
Workes (N.) Whose calves *eg-starch may in some sort be 
taken As if they had been bang’d to smoake like bacon. 
2822 G. Young Geol. Surv. Yorksh. Coast 1x828; 68 This 
rock is called oolite, or *egg-stone. C1865 Ld. Brougham 
in Circ. Sc. L Introd. Disc. 22 A bird called the Toucan, 
or *Egg-sucker, which chiefly feeds on the eggs found in 
.. nests. 1843 Embleton in Proc. Berw. Nat ; Club II. 
No. xx* 51 E. Sphaera. — Common *£gg U rchin, E, milians. 
-Purple-tipped Egg Urchin . 1659 H. H. Burnel Plutus 
Cij b, A Bawd, a scolding *Eggwife. ■ 

Egg (eg), Z'. 1 [a. ON. eggja (Da. egge), - 

Edge vj] 

1. tram. To incite, encourage, urge on ; to pro- 
voke, tempt. Cf. Ddgk v. 1 Const, {f til), to, unto 
(an action, enterprise, etc.). Obs. exc. as in 2 . 


EGG. 


EGOISM. 
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c 1*00 Trin Coll. Horn. 195 Alse J>e deuel him to eggede. 
c 1230 Mali Meld. 3, & eggeS J?e to brudlac. 1330 R. 
Brunne Chron. (1810^278 f>e clergi of Scotland egged J?er 
kyng Jon. c 1350 Will.- Paierne 1130 He sent enuiously 
to |?emperour and egged him swi)>e bi a certayne day 
bataile to a bide, c 1386 Chaucer Pers. T. T 894 pei pat 
eggen or consenten to )>e sinne bien partiners of pe sinne. 
c 1440 Promp. Parv. 136 Eggyn, or entycyn to doon well 
or yvele [P. eggen, or sty re to gode or yll], incito , pro- 
voco. 1508 Barclay Shyp of Polys 241 b, He shall haue 
frendes and felawys at honde, To egge him forwarde vnto 
vnhappynes. 1513 Douglas AEneis v. viii. 17 Thai foyne 
at vthir, and eggis to bargane. 1563 87 Foxe A. Q- M. 
(1596) 299/1 Especiallie being egged . . by his brethren 
taking it to stomach, a 1593 H, Smith Wks. (1866-7) I* 
379 A man which sharpens his enemy with taunts, when he 
would egg him to fight. 1598 Grenewey Tacitus* Ann. 

1. xi. (1622) 21 The like occasion egged him to the like 
cruelty against Semp. Gracchus. 1665 Manley Grotius ’ 
Low-C. Warns 93 Their suspicions egged them to cruelty. 
2 . with on. Const, to, etc. 

1566 Drant Horace* Sat. v. Db, lie egge them on to 
speake some thyng, whiche spoken may repent them. 1594 
Carew Huarte's Exam. Wits iv. (1596 45 Sibils and Bac- 
chants. .men think are egged on by some dluine inspiration. 
1642s H. More Song of Soul 1. in. xxxii, That foregoing 
light That egs us on ’cording to what we have liven. 1691 
Wood Ath. Oxon. II. 328 Mathew Hazard [was] a main 
Incendiary in the Rebellion, violently egged on by his 
wife. 1705 Stanhope Paraphr. II. 257 Thus they egg 
Men on to old Age . . till they learn too late. 1747 Carte 
Hist . Eng. I. 21 Everything conspired to . . egg them on to 
the undertaking. 1852 Thackeray Esmond 11. x. (1876) 
207 Schemers and flatterers would egg him on. 

Egg (eg), vX [f. the sb.] trans. a. In comb. 
To egg and crumb', to cover with yolk of egg and 
crumbs, b. To pelt with (rotten) eggs. c. intr. 
To collect (wild fowls’) eggs. 

1833 Marry at P. Simple i, ‘ They be all begged and 
crumbed.’ 1857 Baltimore Sun 1 Aug. (Bartlett) The 
abolition editor of the Newport News, was egged out of 
Alexandria .. on Monday,, 1864 Mrs. H. Wood Trev. 
Hold III. ix.131 To see a sweetbread egged and crumbed. 
1883 Harper's Mag. Oct. 806/1 An Iowa poet has been 
egged by the populace. 1887 E. C. Dawson Bp. Planning- 
ton viii. 106 They . . fished, egged . . and explored to their 
heart’s content. 

Egge, obs. var. of Edge sb. and vX 
Egged (egd),///. a, [f. Egg sb. + -ed] Mixed 
with egg. 

1835 T. Hook G. Gurney (1850) I. v. 107 Directions about 
egged-winei 

t E’gger, sbX Obs. Also 6 eggar. [f. Egg vX 
+ -ER.J One who urges on or incites ; an insti- 
gator. Also egger on. 

1598 Barret Theor. Warres iv. i. 120, 1 wish the ill yeare 
to his Eggars and setters on. 1605 Answ. Supposed Discov. 
Romish Doctr. 37 The eggers and instruments of all those 
slaughters. 1693 W. Robertson Phrased. Gen. 524 An 
egger on, imputsor. 

Egger (e-gai), sb. 2 [f. Egg vX + -er.] One 
who collects (wild fowls’) eggs. 

1875 Bp. Hannington in Dawson Life (1887) viii. 109 And 
to the eggers of this isle The emu’s egg she shows. 

Egger (e’gsi), sb .3 Also eggar. [app. f. Egg 
sb. + -EE ; see quot. 1720.] A collector’s name for 
various species of moths, esp. the Oak Egger-moth 
{Bombyx quercus ). 

71705 B. Wilkes Bowles Hew Collection Engl. Moths 
Plate 1, The Great Egger Moth. 1720 Albin Hat. Hist. 
Insects, Descr. PI. xviii, It spun itself, .a britle brown Case 
b, in form of an Egg, like Caterpillar a in the next plate; 
for which reason they are called by some the great and 
small Egger. 1775 M, Harris Eng. Lepid. 21. 1859 

W. Coleman Woodlands (1862) 89 The caterpillar of that 
fine large insect, the Oak Egger-moth, is said to feed on the 
leaves of the Heath. 2869 E. Newman Nat. Hist. Brit. 
Moths 41 The Pale Oak Eggar { Trichiura cratsegiy, the 
Small Eggar (Eriogaster lanes iris '■ ; the Oak Eggar (Bom- 
byx qucrcus) ; the Grass Eggar {Bombyx trifolii). 1884 
Pall Mall G. 12 Aug. 3/2 An oak-egger has been seen in 
Hyde Park. 

Egging (e*gig), vbl sbX [f. Egg vX + -ing 1.] 
An urging forward, incitement, instigation. Also 
egging forward or on. 

c tzoo Trin. Coll Horn. 197 pat heued J >at lob helede wi<$ 
|>e deules eginge was his rihte bileue. <21300 Cursor M. 
7206 His [Samson’s] wijf wald noght fin Thorn egging of 
his wijjerwin. <2x400 Octouian 688 Selle hem noght For 
no eggenges. 1521 Old City Acc. Bk. Archeed. XLIII, A 
fyne lost by John Stone for eggyng of an other mannes ap- 
prentice from his maistre xxd. 1564 H award Eutropius 
vii, 63 Antonius began a greate ciuill warre through the. . 
egging forward of his wife Cleopatra. 1598 R, Bernard tr. 
Terence* s Hecyra 11. i, They have married by your egging 
on. <0x659 Cleveland Wks. (1687) 370 How curst an egging 
. .do these unwily Dances bring. 1875 A. R. Hope School- 
boy Fr. 90 He needed very little egging on, to talk nonsense, 
Edging, vbl. sb . 2 [f. Egg vX + -ING 1 .] The 
action ot collecting (wild fowls’) eggs; also aitrib. 

1883 G. C. Davies Norfolk Broads ir. 1 5 The unholy trade 
of egging and_ bird -destroying. x886 E. C. Dawson Bp. 
Hannington viii (1887) 107 They had arrived in the height 
of the egging season. 

Eggler (e’gloi). dial. [f. Egg sb., ? after pedlar 
or higgler i] An egg-dealer and poulterer. 

1791 Census (Mertoun) in St at. A cc. Sc. (1795) XIV. 589 
Weavers 4,. Clothier x, E^glers 2. 1869 Daily News 6 Jan., 
But his chief profession is that of an ‘ eggler,’ that is, he 
used to buy eggs and forward them in large quantities to 
England. 2880 Daily Nevus n Nov. 6/6 They do not even 
eat the eggs, but sell them to an ‘eggler’. x88x Supp.. 
Oxford Gloss., Eggler, a poulterer. 
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Egglet (e*glet). nmce-wd. [f. Egg sb. + -let.] 
A small egg. 

2883 Cornh . Mag., On being * Pilled*, The sight of those 
addled egglets [pills] lying in their cardboard nest. 

E'g’glmg, vbl. sb. Sc. [f. Egg sb. after Egg- 
ler.] The business of an eggler. 

2881 J, Younger A utobiog. ix, 90 Try the eggling or 
cadgering. 

t E'ggment. Obs. [f. Egg v. + -ment ; an 
early example of the addition of -ment to an Eng. 
vb.] Incitement, instigation. 

c 1340 Cursor M. 25733 (Fairf.) We synne porou egment of 
her pre. c 1386 Chaucer Man of Lazves T. 744 Thurgh 
wommannes eggement Mankynde was lorn, c 2440 Promp , 
Parv. 136 Egment, or sterynge, incit amentum. 

Egg-HOg(g ^'g-W g). Also (rarely) egg- 
noggy. [t. Egg + Nog strong ale.] A drink in 
which the white and yolk of eggs are stirred up 
with hot beer, cider, wine, or spirits. 

1825 Bro. Jonathan!. 256 The egg-nog.. had gone about 
rather freely. 1844 Mrs. Houston Yacht Voy . Texas II. 
179 Followed, by the production of a tumbler of egg-noggy. 
1853 Kane Grinnell Exp. xlvi. (1856) 428 And made an 
egg-nogg of eider eggs. 1872 Cohen Dis. Throat gi, I 
would rely chiefly on egg-nog, beef essence, and quinine. 

E gg-plant. A popular name for the Sola 7 ium 
esculentum , originally given to the white-fruited 
variety, but afterwards extended to that which 
bears the purple fruit or Aubergine. 

1767 J. Abercrombie Ev. Man own Gard. {1803) 102 The 
choicest kinds [of tender annuals] are the double balsams. . 
ice-plant, egg-plant, etc. 1794 Martyn Rousseau’s Bot. 
xvi. 202 When this [its fruit] is white it has the name of 
Egg-Plant. 1847 Mrs. Sherwood Life xv. 273 Soup made 
of a glutinous vegetable, and the egg-plant roasted before 
the Are. 1861 Delamer Hitch. Gard. 125 There is the 
purple-fruited egg-plant, and the white-fruited egg-plant. 

Eggrifcte, obs. form of Egret. 

E'gg-shell. [f. Egg sb. + Shell.] The shell 
or external calcareous covering of an egg ; often 
as a type of worthlessness or of fragility. 

CX300 K.Alis. 577 He fondith to creope . . Ageyn into the 
ay-schelle. 1471 Ripley Cennpl. Alch.vm. in Ashm. (1652) 
172 Fro Eggshells calcynyd. 1562 J. Heywood Prov. <$- 
Epigr. (1867) 36, I gat not so muche. .As. .a poore egshell. 
1599 H. Buttes Diet's Dry Din. To Rdr., I haue put into 
a by-dish (like Eg-shelles in a Saucer) what worthily may 
breed offence, a 1618 Raleigh Prerog. Pari. 57 Without 
the Kings acceptation, both the publicke and priuate ad- 
uices be but as emptie Egg-shels. 1799 Hatchett in Phil. 
Trans. LXXXIX. 328 The carbonate of lime exceeds in 
quantity the phosphate . . in the egg shells of birds. 1859 
Todd Cycl. Anat. V. 63/2 The pores of the egg-shell may 
be easily stopped by any . . oily matter. 1859 Tennyson 
Enid 1213 He. .babbled. .How Enid never, .cared a broken 
egg-shell for her lord. 

b. aitrib., chiefly similative. Egg-shell china ; 
a porcelain ware of extreme thinness and delicacy. 

1835 Willis Pencillings II. xlv. 52 We. .stepping into an 
egg-shell caique, crossed the Golden Horn, i860 Emerson 
Cotid. Life vii. Wks. (Bohn) II. 424 We come out of our 
egg-shell existence. x86i C. P. Hodgson Resid. Japan 31 
Fragile and sweetly pretty little egg-shell porcelain cups. 
1887 Times 11 Aug. 13/2 The egg-shell sides of the Mercury. 

Hence Eggshell-ful, as a measure of quantity. 

1460-70 Bk. Quintessence 29 An eye-schelle ful of good 
brennynge water. 1579 Langham Gard. Health (1633) 73 
Drink an egshelfull of the mice of Betony. 1746 Berkeley 
Sec. Let. Tar-water § 14 An egg-shell full of tar. 1758 J. S. 
Le Dran’s Observ. Surg. (1771) 247,1 found about an Egg- 
Shell full of purulent Serosity. 

Eggy (e;gi), a. [f. Egg + -y ] a. Full of eggs, 
abounding in eggs. b. Marked with stains of egg. 

X709 Rambl. Fuddle-Caps 7 So Eggy withal, that a man 
would have Sworn, He had just in the PiU’ry been taking a 
Turn. 

Eghe, obs. form of Eye. 

Egir, obs. form of Eager, a. 

Egistment, var. of Agistment. 

x68i J. W. Syst. Agric. 325, Egistments, cattle taken in to 
graze or be fed by the week or month. 

Eglanchliar (z^larndiz/lar), a. Bot. [f. E- 
pref.s + Glandular.] That has no glands. 

1870 J. D. Hooker Student's Flora 21 Matthiola incana 
, .pod eglandular. 

Eglandulose (i^ise-ndi^^sV a. Bot. [f. E- 
pref$ +• Glandulose.] = prec. 

1878 Hulme Wild Flowers I. Summary 15 Leaves pin- 
nate, eglandulose, slightly hairy. 

Eglantine 1 (e*glantoin, -tin). Forms: 4-6 
eglentino, (6 eggletyne), 7- eglantine, [a. F. 
iglantine (*-Pr. aiglentina), f, OF. aiglent of same 
meaning, prob. repr. Lat. type *aculentus prickly, 
f. acu-s needle + -lentus suffix, as in viru-lentus, 
lucu-lentus ; cf. aculeus sting, prickle.] 

1 . The Sweet-briar ; also attrib. 

c 1400 Maundev. ii. 14 There he was crouned with Eglan- 
tier [v. r. Eglentine]. 1551 Turner Herbal 1, N vj a, The 
eglentine is much like the common brere but the leues are 
swete and pleasant to smel to. 1590 Shaks. Mids.N. 11. i. 
152 Quite ouer-cannoped with. .Eglantine. x688 R. Holme 
Armoury 11. 62/2 The Eglantine Rose is the Sweet brier 
Rose. <21763 Shenstone Odes (1765) 122 Nor spare the 
sweet-leaft eglantine. 1820 Keats Isabella xxiv, Ere the 
hot sun count His dewy rosary on the eglantine. 1882 Miss 
Braddon Mount-Royal II. iv. 82 Hedges filled with honey- 
suckle and eglantine. 

H 2 . By Milton possibly taken for : The honey- 
suckle. 


2632 Milton IJ Allegro 48 Through the sweetbriar or the 
vine, Or the twisted eglantine. 

E glantine (See quot.) 

2774 Goldsm. Nat. Hist. (1862) I. vi. 31 Eglantine, a stone 
of the hardness, and grain of marble. 

Eglatere (eglatio‘1). Obs. exc. poet. Fotibs : 
5 eglantere, 4-5 eglenter, -ier. [a. OF. esglan- 
tier, aiglantier (mod.F. eglantief), f. aiglant (see 
Eglantine !) + Her, as in ros-ier rose-tree, etc.] 
= Eglantine 1. 

a 1387 Sinon . Barthol. (Anecd, Oxon.) 12 Bedegar est 
nodus rosse albse silvestris, vulgari nomine, eglenter. 1459 
Test. Ebor. (1855) II. 226 Ij gilt peces with ij coyerkills 
with treiles of_eglenters. a 2500 Flmoer <5- Leaf viii, The 
hegge. .With sicamour was set and eglatere. Ibid, xii, I.. 
Thought suddenly I felt so swete an air Of the Eglantere. 
1830 Tennyson Dirge 23 The woodbine and eglatere Drip 
sweeter dews than traitor’s tear. 

Egle, obs. form of Eagle. 

+ Egle'clxe, Ct. Obs. [app. repr. or f. OE. 
aglseca , agl&cea, sb., cruel person, fierce warrior, f. 
agldc misery, sharp conflict ; of uncertain origin.] 
? Valiant. 

a 1250 Prov. JElfred in O. E. Misc. 102 Knyhtes egleche. 
a 1300 Magdalena in Saints* Lives J 1887) 462 Slei3e men 
and egleche . . Lustniez noube to mi speche. c 2300 in R. 
Glouc. (.Rolls) Append. XX. 125 ]>e lefdi [the empress 
Matilda] was egleche. 

Eglenter, obs. form of Eglatere. 

Eglogue, obs. form of Eclogue. 
tEglomerate (^gV'mer^t),^. Obs .- • [as iff. 
E. *eglomerat- ppl. stem of *eg!omera-?'e, f. e out + 
glomerare to wind or gather into a ball ; f. glomus , 
er-is clew, or ball.] trans. and intr. 

1656 Blount Glossogr., Eglomerace [sic], to unwinde. 
*775 Ash, Eglomerate, to unwind itself. In mod. Diets. 
Eglotte, obs. var. of Aglet. 

1570 Levins Manip. 176 An Eglotte, bracieolum. 
E*gma. A 4 stage rustic’s ’ blunder for Enigma. 
1588 Shaks. L.L.L. hi. i. 73 No egma, no riddle, no lenuoy. 

II Ego ( e*g 0, i’gd). Metaph. [L. ego I.] 

That which is symbolized by the pronoun I ; 
the conscious thinking subject, as opposed to the 
fion-ego or object. Also humorously , for * self*. 

The pronunciation (z'go' is now seldom heard in England, 
though no other is recognized in the 1885 edition of Ogilvie, 
and in the 1886 edition of Webster. In the derivatives 
egoism , egotism , etc. the sound (z), given in the same dic- 
tionaries without alternative, is in Eng. use still more rare 
than in the case of the primary word. 

[1789 Cowper Letter 6 J une, To thee both Ego and all 
that Ego does is interesting.] 2824 Galt Rothelan II. 202 
He plainly regarded Ego as one of the most captivating 
of the human race. 2829 Edin. Rev. L. 200 In every act 
of consciousness we distinguish a self or ego. 2847 Lewes 
Hist. Philos . (1867) H. 524 The Ego is essentially an 
Activity; consequently free. 2870 Gladstone Prim. Homer 
(1878) 142 The harmonious laws of his mind are everywhere 
visibly at work — but the ego — the mere personality-— is 
nowhere to be traced. 2872 Tyndall Fragm. Sc. (ed. 6) II. 
iv. 51 While the Non-ego shifts, the Ego remains the same. 

b. Comb, ego- altruistic [the first element really 
stands for egoistic ] : see quot. 

1855 H. Spencer Princ. Psychol. II. viii. viL 595 The 
ego-altruistic sentiments. .sentiments which while implying 
self-gratification, also imply gratification in others. 

Hence E?o-1loo&. nonce-wd. [f. L. ego I + 
-hood.] Individuality, personality. 

1873 Brit. Q. Rev. LVII. 79 We must face . . the reality 
of our own ego-hood. 

Egoical (egJu*ikal), a. [f. Ego + -ical.] Of or 
pertaining to egotism. 

Egoism (e*g-, i'goXz’m). [ad. F. egoisme , ad. 
mod.L. egoismus , f. L. ego I : see -ism. Cf. 
Egomism.] 

1 . Metaph. The belief, on the part of an indi- 
vidual, that there is no proof that anything exists 
but his own mind ; chiefly applied to philo- 
sophical systems supposed by their adversaries 
logically to imply this conclusion. 

(1722 C, M. Pfaff {title), De Egoismo, nova philosophica 
hseresL] 2785 Reid Int. Powers il x. 285, I am left alone 
in that forlorn state of egoism. 1803 Edin. Rev. I. 279 The 
egoism of Berkeley and Hume is largely incorporated in 
his system. ' 

2 . Ethics. The theory which, regards self-interest 
as the foundation of morality. Also, in practical 
sense : Regard to one’s own interest, as the su- 
preme guiding principle of action; systematic 
selfishness. (In recent use opposed to altruism.') 

2800 Hist. Europe in Ann. Reg. 234/1 Affection . . was 
lost in selfishness or according to their new word Egoism. 
2825 T. Jefferson Autobiog. Wks. 1859 I* *°3 A contrast 
of his egoism (for he was beneficed on them) with the 
generous abandonment of rights by the other members of 
the Assembly, 1840 Gladstone Ch. Prim, 463 Egoism . , 
is sure to prevail whenever the pressure of high Christian 
motives is removed. 2850 Carlyle Latter-day Paniph. 
i- 9 The mature man, hardened into sceptical egoism, knows 
no monition but that of his own frigid cautions. 2860 Mill 
Repr. Govt. (1865) 19/2 Religion in this shape is quite con- 
sistent with the most selfish and contracted egoism. 2873 
H. Spencer Stud. Social, viii. 198 The promptings of ego- 
ism are duly restrained by regard for others, 
b. (See quot.) 

1882 Haeckel in Nature XXVI. 540 The natural instinct 
of self-preservation, Egoism. 



EGOIST, 

c. pi Selfish aims or purposes ; instances of 
selfishness. 

1795 T. Jefferson Writ. Wks. 1859 IV. 115 It must be 
so extensive as that local egoisms may never reach its 
greater part. 1843 Carlyle Past $ Pr. (1858) 90 Hearsays, 
egoisms, purblind dilettantisms. 1870 J. Stirling Mill on 
Trades Un, in Recess Stud viii. 309 The internecine strife 
of anarchical egoisms. 

8 . In matters of opinion : a. The habit of look- 
ing upon all questions chiefly in their relations 
to oneself, b. Excessive exaltation of one’s own 
opinion ; self-opinionatedness. 

1840 Gladstone Ch. Princ. 134 He is deprived of every 
shadow of a plea to impute fanaticism or any form of 
egoism. 3852 Robertson Led. 169 That egoism of man. . 
can . . read in the planets only prophecies of himself. 1870 
Lowell Among my Bks. Ser. . 1.. (1873V 177 Every narrow 
provincialism whether of egoism or tradition, 

4. « Egotism i. 

1807 T. Jefferson Writ . (1830) IV. 69 Pardon me these 
egoisms. 3870 Gladstone Prim. Horn. {1878) 148 Never 
once, .does Odusseus indulge in the slightest egoism. 1870 
Spurgeon Treas. Dav. Ps. xxxiv. 4 Note the egoism of this 
verse and of those preceding it. 

5. Hindu Philosophy. Used as transl. of Skr. 
abkimdna, by some rendered * self-consciousness’. 

1863 F. Hall Hindu Philos . Syst. 45 The organ of egoism. 
3S78 Cowell Aphorisms o/Sandila 1 10 The San-khya con- 
siders ‘intellect' ‘egoism', and ‘mind' as quite distinct 
from each other. 

Egoist (e*g-, z*g 0 |ist). [f. as prec. + - 1 ST.] 

1. (See quot.) 

3783 Reid Int. Powers 640 A sect.. called Egoists, who 
maintained that we have no evidence of the existence of 
anything but ourselves, i860 Mansel Proleg. Logic a App. 
313 It would not add one tittle to the evidence of the fact., 
m the eyes of anyone but an Egoist. 

2. One who makes regard to his own interest 
the guiding principle of his conduct. 

1879 Sat. Rev. 15 Nov,, He is . . thoroughly selfish, an 
‘egoist/ <*s Mr. Meredith, adopting current slang, writes 
the ’ford which used to be * egotist 

8. One who talks much about himself ; «= Ego- 
tist. Also quasi -adj. 

1794 Ld. Auckland Corr. (1862) III. 217 My next letter 
shall be less egoist. 1831 Lytton Godolph. xix. (1877) 102, 
I will turn egoist, and tell you my adventures. 

Egoistic (eg-, fg<?|i*stik), a. [f. prec. +-ic.] 

1. Pertaining to, or of the nature of, metaphy- 
sical or ethical egoism. 


1839 Sir W. Hamilton Discuss. (1853) 194 
Idealism only two principal species are possible, - the The- 
istic and the Egoistic. 3862 F. Hall Hindu Philos. Syst. 18 
The egoistic conceit that the soul energizes, enjoys, and 
suffers, is the foundation of desire, aversion, virtue, etc. 
1874 Sidgwick Meth. Ethics L 9 Egoistic and Universalistic 
Hedonism. 

2. Of feelings, desires, actions : Self-regarding, 
prompted by self-interest ; in bad sense, selfish. 

3840 Carlyle Heroes (1858) 255 His very pity will be 
cowardly, egoistic,— sentimentality, or little better. 

3. Given to talk about oneself; = Egotistic. 

1853 Robertson Led. 170 Among.. the egoistic class of 

first-rate poets, severe justice compels me . . to place Lord 
Byron. 

Egoistical (eg-, ?g<?,rstikal), a. [f. prec. + 
-AL.j =prec. Hence EgoRsticaUy adi from an 
egoistical point of view. 

1843 Sir W. Hamilton in Reids Wks. II. 817/1 If the 
Idea be regarded as a mode of the human mind itself, we 
have a scheme of Egoistical Idealism. 1836 Sir H. Taylor 
Statesman xxxi. 235 There is a dignity in the desire to be 
right . . which will not fail to supersede what is egoistical 
and frivolous in a man's personal feelings in society. # 1847 
Lewes Hist. Philos . ( 1867 j 1 . 57 He had learned to despise the 
splendours of rank and fortune, without being misanthrop- 
ical or egoistical. 1879 H, Spencer Data Ethics xii. 207 
Each profits egoistically from the growth of an altruism. 

E'goistry, mnce-wd. [f. Egoist + -by.] - 
Egoism. 

3841 Ld. Shaftesbury in Life ix. (1887) 184 His love of 
expediency, his perpetual egoistry. 

Egoity (eg<?U|iti). [f. Ego + -ity.] a. Self- 
hood ; that which forms the essence of personal 
identity, b, (See quot. 1867 .) 

1651 Biggs New Disp. ? 290 Our individual singularity 
and egoity. 1667 H. More Div. Dial. h. xvii. (1713) 139 


3733 Wollaston Relig. Nat. ix. 198 If you would 
permit me to use a school term, I would say the egoity re- 
mains. 3867 J. H. Stirling tr. Sckwegler's Hist. Philos. 
(ed. 8) 261 We are to understand . . not the particular indi- 
vidual, but the universal ego, universal reason . . Egoity and 
individuality, the pure and the empirical ego, are entirely 
different ideas. 

Egoizer (e-g0|mz9i}. rare. [f. *egoize v. (f. L. 
ego + -IZE) + eb.] Used as trans. of Skr. ahamkdra 
{lit. ‘ego-maker’) a term in Hindu philosophy. 
See quot. and cf. Egoism 5. 

1863 F. Hall Hindu Philos. Syst. 57 That internal organ 
which has egoism for its characteristic affection is the 
egoizer. 

Egomania (egomania). humorous . [f. Or. 
€yco I + fiavin madness ; after monomania , biblio- 
mania 5, etc.] Morbid egotism. 

3825 W. S. Walker Poet. Wks , (1852) Introd. 88 Would 
I could get rid of this egomania ! 
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[[E'gomen. rare - 1 . [ad. Gr. pr. 

pple. of to lead.] A monastic functionary 

in the Greek Church. 

3591 Horsey Trav. (1857) 174 The principal!., archieman- 
ders and egomens of the .. religious houses of his kingdom, 
t Egomism. Obs. rare. [a. Fr. igomisme : see 
Ego and -ism. The inserted m Littre conjectures 
to be derived from the pronoun me. More prob- 
ably the word was a parody of some older term, 
such as atomismei] The belief of one who con- 
siders himself the only being in existence. 

[1727 Ramsay Disc, sur la Mythol. 90 Une espece de 
Pyrrhonisme nomme 1'Egomisme, ou chacun se croit le seul 
€tre existent.] c 1730 A. Baxter Ena. Nat . Soul (1745) XI. 
21 That kind of Scepticism called Egomism. 1856 W. H. 
Thompson in A. Butler Hist. Anc. Philos. I. 80 note, It 
[egoism] is not more barbarous than its homonym ‘ egotism ', 
and much less so than ‘egomism’, which occurs in ‘Baxter 
On the Soul where it is attributed to certain Cartesians. 

Egophony, var. of zEgophony. 

Egotheism (egoJiHz’m). rare. [f. Gr. iyw + 
0€-bs God + -ism.] The (mystical) identification 
of oneself with the Deity. 

1856 R. Vaughan Mystics a85o) II. vn. i. 7 The arrogant 
egotheism of some passages they took in another sense. 
1882 J. Nichol Amer. Lit . viii. 267 He approaches the 
Egotheism of the Sufis. 

Egotism (e-g-, /g^tiz’m). [f. Ego + -ism, with 
intrusive t as in Agiotage. 

If the statement of Addison (quot. 1714) can be trusted, 
the word seems to have been invented by some of the Port- 
Royalists to range with the terms of rhetoric denoting 
‘ figures of speech ’ and the like. (In accordance with this, 
Lord Chesterfield speaks of ‘ the egotism ’ as one might say 
‘ the aposiopesis ‘ the chiasmus ’.) It seems probable that 
egotism was formed on the pattern of some older word in 
» otism ; cf, for example Fr. idiotisme .] 

1. The obtrusive or too frequent use of the 
pronoun of the first person singular : hence the 
practice of talking about oneself or one’s doings. 

3714 Addison Sped. No. 562 p 3 The Gentlemen of Port- 
Royai. .branded this Form of Writing [in the First Person] 
with the Name of an Egotism. 3747 Chesterk. Lett I. 
cxxix. 344 Banish the egotism out of your conversation. 
17. . Ibid. II. 238 Though I do not recommend the egotism 
to you with regard to any body else, I desire that you will 
use it with me. 1753 Hanway Traz\ (1762/ 1. Introd. 16 
The nature of journals renders egotisms unavoidable. 3775 
Mason Mem. Gray Poems (1775) 173 The Reader., will 
excuse this short piece of egotism. 1836 Kane A ret. Expl. 
I. xxx. 407 The egotism of personal narrative. 

2. The vice of thinking too much of oneself; 
self-conceit, boastfulness ; also, selfishness. 

1800 Med. Jrnl. IV. 503 My readers will pardon any appear- 
ance of egotism . . since it is not easy to talk of oneself without 
giving offence. 3830 Coleridge Led. Shaks. II. 116 The in- 
tenseselfishness, the alcohol of egotism, which would rather 
reign in hell than serve in heaven. 1847 Emerson Repr. 
Men , Napoleon Wks. (Bohn) I. 381 His absorbing egotism 
was deadly to all other men. 1853 Robertson Serm. Ser, 
in. vii. 101 Sin is the withdrawing into self and egotism out 
of the vivifying life of God. 1858 Greener Gunnery 232 
Without egotism, I can safely offer to make a gun or guns 
against any maker Jn the world. 1878 Lecky Eng. in 18th 
C. II. vii. 257 An intense class and national egotism then 
dominated all politics. 

Egotist (e-g-, rg^tist). [f. as prec. -I- -tst.] 
One who makes too frequent use of the pronoun I ; 
one who thinks or talks too much of himself ; 
a selfish person. Also attrib. 

3714 Addison Sped, No, 562 ? 4 The most eminent Ego- 
tist., was Montaigne, the author of the. .Essays. 3806 R. 
Jamieson Pop. Ball. $ Songs I. Pref. 4 A man, that acknow- 
ledges favours may be allowed to be an egotist. 3830 
Macintosh Eth. Philos. Wks. 1846 I. 375 As much an ego- 
tist as Montaigne ; but not so agreeably so. 3848 W. H. 
Kelly tr. L. Blanc’s Hist. Ten Y. II. 452 Such is, in the 
egotist and vulgar meaning of the phrase, the genius of the 
ambifious. 1853 Robertson Led. 240 The egotist is ever 
speaking and thinking of that which belongs to himself 
alone. _ 3860 Reade Cloister # H. lvii, The sailors were 
preparing to desert the sinking ship in the little boat, .then 
there was a rush of egotists ; and thirty souls crowded into it. 

Egotistic (eg-, fgflti'stik), a. [f. prec. + - 10 .] 
Pertaining to, or characterized by, egotism. 

<71860 Wraxall tr. R. Houdin iv. 36, I began to lose the 
egotistic indifference which a lengthened illness usually 
produces. 1865 Reader 8 July 30 His diction is entirely 
his own, avowedly egotistic. 1877 Mozley Univ. Serm. 
iii. 70 The Christian hope of immortality cannot be an ego- 
tistic hope. 

Egotistical, a. [f. as prec. + -ical.] —prec. 

1825 Macaulay Milton, Ess. (1851) I. 14 The character of 
a writer from the passages directly egotistical. 3843 
D' Israeli Amen. Lit. (1867) 321 Patriotism has often 
covered the most egotistical motives. 1859 Thackeray 
Virgin, lxxxvi. (1878) 697, I have a right to be garrulous 
and^ egotistical. 3870 Disraeli Lothair xlix. 268, I am 
talking in an. .egotistical, .manner. 

Hence Egotistically adv., in an egotistical 
manner, as a result of egotism. 

1809-32 Mar. Edgeworth Vivian iii. (1832) 195 Egotisti- 
cally secured from the pains of sympathy. 3848 Dickens 
Dombey (C. D. ed.) 66 An old black cat . . lay . . upon the 
centre foot of the fender purring egotistically. 3880 H. 
James Benvolio l 344 A man. .who assumes, a trifle egotist- 
ically, that the rest of the world was equally at leisure. 

Egotize (e g-, t-gcf taiz), v. [f. Egot-ism : see 
izeJ intr. To talk or write in an egotistic way. 
Hence E'gotizing vbl. sb. and ppl a. 

3789 Cowper Left 6 June, I egotize in my letters to thee. 


EGEESS. 

1793 2nd Ep, % Priestley in Poet. Register ( 1808) 406 E’en 
the first egotizing sentence flags. 3833 L. Hawkins C'tess 
fy Gertr. j$, I am involving myself in the sins of preaching 
and egotising, 1865 R. Paul Let in Mem. xix. (1872) 328 
I am not going to egotise. 1 

Egranulose (/gnemitfldu-s), a. Pot. [f. E- 
pref$ + Gbanulose.J Without granules. 

3884 in Syd. Soc. Lex. 

Egre, obs. form of Eager. 
tEgre dient, a. Obs. rare- 1 , [ad. L. egredient- 
cm, pr. pple. of egredi to go out, f. e out +g/ adi to 
step.] That goes out or issues forth. 

1635 Person Varieties n. 74 The one is as ingredient, the 
other as egredient. 

Egregious (fgrrd^as, -dgios), a. Also 6 ee-, 
egregzus. [f. L. egregi-us, f. e out +grex, greg-is 
flock + -OUS : hence lit., towering above the flock.] 
f 1. Prominent, projecting. 

3578 Banister Hist. Man vit. 92 All the poynt, and 
egregious portion of the right side of this inuolucre. 

2. Remarkable in a good sense: 

a. Of persons and personal qualities : Dis- 
tinguished, eminent, excellent, renowned. Obs. 
(exc. in humorously pedantic use). 

<7 1534 tr. Pol. Verg. Eng. Hist. (1846) I. 172 Peda, the 
sonne of Penda, an segregius yonge gentilmanne. 3590 
Marlowe 2 nd Pt Tam burl. 1. i, Egregious viceroys of 
these eastern parts. 1609 Bible (.Douay) Ex. xxxviii. 23 
Ooliab . . was himself also an egregious artificer in wood. 
3656 Hobbes Six Less. Wks. 1845 VII. 283, I am not so 
egregious a mathematician as you are. 1738 Birch Milton 
in Milton's Wks . (1738) I. App, 84 Egregious was their 
Loyalty and Veneration of Majesty. 1820 L. Hunt Indi- 
cator No. 53 There is a school book by the egregious 
John Amos Comenius. 1835 Thackeray Newcomes I. 122 
When he wanted to draw . . some one splendid and egre- 
gious, it was Clive he took for a model. 

b. Of things : Remarkably good or great. Of 
events and utterances : Striking, significant. ? Obs. 

2547-64 Bauldwin Mor Philos. 11. (Palfr.) Prol., Certain 
reserved sentences very, egregious lively and excellent. 
1599 Shaks. Hen. V , iv. iv. 11 Except . . thou doe giue to 
me egregious Ransome. 2645 Milton Teirach. (1851) 220 
This is egregious doctrine, and for which one day charity 
will much thanke them. 2710 T. Fuller Pkarm. Exiemp, 
147 It [emulsion] is especially of egregious use in Fevers. 

0 . Remarkable in a bad sense ; gross, flagrant, 
outrageous. [This sense does not belong to L. 
egregius or to It. egregio ; prob. it arose from an 
ironical use of 2 , though our earliest quotations 
afford no evidence of this.] 

a. of persons and personal attributes. 

1573 U- Harvey Letter-bk. (1884) 33 Thai them selvs can- 
not dissemble it without egregius impudenci. 1593 Nashe 
Four Lett. Confut. 67 Egregious is ueuer used m english 
but in the extreame ill part. 1612 Shaks, Cymb. v. v. 2it 
Italian Fiend . . Egregious murtherer. 1648 Milton Observ. 
Art Peace (1851) 576 Egregious Liars and Impostors. 2734 
Fielding Univ. Gallant v. i, He would be an egregious ass 
who wou’d venture to lay out his money in them [jewels]. 
1839 James Louis XIV, I. 50 The egregious superstition 
of the higher orders. 1864 Morning Star 13 Sept., Every 
tradesman, .with egregious bonhomie tries to cheat you. 

b. of things, actions, etc. 

3630 Brathwait Eng. Genii. (1641' 88 He toucheth severity 
towards servants, as a hainous and egregious offence. 1709 
Steele Tatler No. 47 p 2 People that want Sense, do al- 
ways in an egregious Manner want Modesty. 1762-2 
Hume Hist Eng. (1806) IV. li. 48 An egregious exercise of 
tyranny. 28x6 Kirby & Sp. Entomol. ii. \1828) I. 21 An 
egregious waste of time. 1878 Lecky Eng. in xZth C. II. 
vii. 426 No blunder could have been more egregious. 

4. nonce-use. Wandering from the flock. 

2873 Browning Red Cott. Nigkt-C . 1203 An egregious 
sheep. .Unearthed the image in good Mailleville's time. 

Hence Egre giousness, the quality of being 
egregious ; the possession of uncommon qualities. 

1632 Sherwood, Egregiousness, excellence. 1877 Times 
Feb. 19. 12/1 Professor Guthrie pointed out that water., 
is unusual, and shows egregiousness in its properties. 

Egre'giously, adv. [f. prec. + -ly -.] In an 
egregious manner, remarkably ; in 1 7 th c. occa- 
sionally in a good sense, remarkably well, excel- 
lently ; now exclusively in bad or ironical sense, 
grossly, monstrously, shamefully. 

a 1555 Latimer in Foxe A. M. (1684) III. 368 Here have 
I blotted your Paper vainly, and played the fool egre- 
giously. 2635 N. R. tr. Camden's Hist E Hz. 1. an. 2. 25 
The French egregiously dissembled a desire of peace. 
<2x693 Urquh art Rabelais in. xix. 156 Whom he had seen 
to act his part most egregiously upon the Stage. 2866 
Trollope Belton, Est II. xiv, 267 Well aware. . that he was 
trespassing egregiously. 

Egremoigne, -moyn, obs. ff. Agrimony. 
<21387 Sinon. Barthol. (Anecd. Oxon.) 9 Agrimonia, 
egremoyn. a 2450 A Iphita (Anecd. Oxon.) 3 Agimonia uei 
agrimonia.. ga\\. et angl. egremoigne. 

Egress (Dgres), sb. [ad. L. egressus, n. of 
action f. egredi f. e out kgradi to step.] 

1. A going out, or issuing forth, from an enclosed 
or confined place ; the right or liberty of going 
out, esp. in phrase originally legal, f tigress, egress , 
and regress. Also attrib. 

2538 tr. Lyttleton's Tenures viii. fol. 15 b, Free entre, 
egresse, and regresse. *543-4 Act 35 Hen. VIII , c. 10 To 
haue free ingresse egresse and regresse into all suche places. 
x6ox Deacon & Walker A nsw. Darel 84 , 1 have, .obserued 
. .in sundrie Demoniakes, a vomiting immediatly before the 
egresse of the Spirit. 2667 Milton P. L. u. 437 Gates of 


EGRESS. 
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burning Adamant . . prohibit all egress. 1724 T. Richers 
Hist. Royal Getieal '. Spain 400 The French Fleet, .enter’d 
the Bay of Cadiz, to prevent all Egress and Regress of that 
Harbour. 1870 E. Peacock Ralf Skirl. I. 13 The other 
door which afforded egress into the small court. 1886 Pall 
Mall G. 22 Dec. 5/2 Another improvement is the egress 
chamber. 

b. Astron . The emergence of a heavenly body 
from an eclipse or occnltation ; also, the passing 
of a planet off the sun’s disc in a transit ; the end 
of ail eclipse or transit. Also attrib. 

1706 Hearne Collect. 2 May (1885) I. 239 They plainly 
perceiv’d the Ingress and Egress. 1867-77 G. Chambers 
Astron . Voc. 915 Egress , the passage of a satellite from the 
disc of its primary, at the end of the phenomenon known as 
a * transit ’. 1882 Daily News 30 Dec. 5/4 The Transit of 
Venus, .the egress observations In the West Indies. 

2 . Anal. Of nerves and vessels: An issuing 
forth, or branching out. 

1578 Banister Hist. Man vin. no After the egresse or 
goyng out therof [of the nerve] it cleaueth into two 
braunches. 1668 Culpepper & Cole tr. Barthol. Anat. 1. 
xvii. 46 That the Ingress and Egress of the Vessels might 
be discerned. 1830 R. Knox Beclard's Anat. 359 The 
nervous fasciculi, .are collected together at their egress from 
the ganglion. 

3 . A channel of exit, an outlet. 

1677 Hale Contempt, n. 229 God. .as a wise Artist, .stops 
all other egresses but that which fits his design. 1817 J. 
Scott Paris Revisit . 142 A lane . . an egress from which 
was shut up. 1863 Whyte Melville Gladiators III. 163 
The door. . was a private egress opening on the wide terrace. 



..Progresse of Life . . Egresse or death. 1612 Woodall 
Surg. Mate Wks. 1653 Pref. 11 This present Work .. the 
Authour entreats . . may receive a charitable Construction 
upon the egresse thereof. 1640 Bp. Reynolds Passions 
ix. 74 Love then consists in a kind of expansion or egresse 
of the heat and spirits to the object loved. 1874 Helps Soc. 
Press, iii. 43 What should prevent the ingress.. of noxious 
trades, or facilitate their egress. 

Egress (/gre*s), v. [f. the sb.] intr. To issue, 
to go forth. (Perfect lenses sometimes conjugated 
with be.) 

1578 Banister Hist. Man vm. 1x1 b, Two other payre of 
sinewes. .which after they are egressed or gone forth, beget 
also, by together knittyng, one notable nerue. 1765 W. Law 
tr. Behmen's Myst. Magnum i. (1772) 11 That which is 
egressed is called the Lubet of the Deity. 1866 J. Rose 
Ovids Fasti 11. 203 Forth from the camp egress’d their 
bands. 

Egression (%re-Jbn). [ad. L. egression-em, f. 
egress- ppl. stem of egredi : see Egress sb.] 

I. The action of issuing forth or going out from 
any enclosed place or specified limits. 

a 1529 Skelton Image Hypocr, iii. 272 To send a man.. 
To his egression. 1607 Topsell Serpents 753 Scorpions, 
which at their first egression do kill their Dam that hatched 
them. 1650 H. Brooke Conserv. Health 117 The Cold 
hinders the egression of Vapors. 2660 Jer. Taylor Duct. 
Dubit. iv. i, Maevius . . in the instant of its [the arrow’s] 
egression, .repents of the intended evil. 1767 Hf.berden in 
Phil. Trans. LVII. 461 The accession of strangers and the 
egression of the natives being so equally inconsiderable. 
2862 R. Patterson Ess. Hist. $ Art 448 The Indian pen- 
insula is a huge cul-de-sac, into which race after race, .has 
poured, .without the possibility of any egression. 

+ b. spec. The exodus of the Israelites from 
Egypt. Obs. (freq. in 18th c.). 

2614 Raleigh Hist. World 11. 352 The times from the 
egression to the building of Solomon’s Temple. 2738-42 
Warburton Div. Legat. II. 256 The Egression of the 
Israelites. 

f c. trans f The issuing as a branch, etc. Obs. 
2578 Banister Hist. Man iv. 59 Sinewy and sharpe is the 
egression of this muscle at the first. 

t 2 . Emergence from , out of (obscurity, etc.); 
a deviation from accustomed rules ; an outburst 
of feeling, poetic fervour, etc. Obs. 

2309 Barclay Shyp of Folys Argt. A j, Leuynge the egres- 
syons poetyquesand fabulous obscurytees. 1652 J er. Taylor 
Course Serm. 1. iv. 50 Extraordinary egressions and trans- 
volations beyond the ordinary course of an even Piety. Ibid. 
(2678) 85 The Gospel, .requiring the heart of man did stop 
every egression of disorders. 2654 Trapp Comm. Ps, lxiii, 
1 Egressions of affection unto God. 2738-42 Warburton 
Div. Legat. II. 31 All Countries on their first Egression out 
of Barbarity. 2753 Ess. Celibacy 80 Such egressions from her 
laws are degeneracies from the connate standard of human 
perfection. 

Egre'Ssive, [as if ad. L. *egressiv-u$ j cf. 
prec. and -ive.] Tending to issue forth. 

2692 Ed. Taylor tr. Behmen's Theos. Phil. 356 The desire 
is egressive, and the Egress is the Spirit of the Will. 
Egret (e'gret, rgret). Forms : 5 egrete, 
-ette, 6-7 eggret, 7 (egript), 8 eggritte, eig- 
rette, 5- egret. See also Aigrette, [var. of 
Aigrette : a. Fr. aigrette , dim. of *aigr-, a. OHG. 
heigir : see Heron.] 

1 . The Lesser White Heron : cf. Aigrette i. 
Also attrib.) as in egret-heron. 

2412 Rogers Agric. Prices III. 129/2 Egrets 4 @> 2/2. 
f *535 Hewes Introd. Fr. in Palsgr. 91 1 Theggret, laigret. 
1600 Hakluyt Voy. III. 520 An egript.. is all white as the 
swanne, with legs like to an heamshaw. 1766 Pennant 
Zool (1768) II. 523 Egrets, a species of Heron now scarce 
known m this island. 2849 C. Bronte Shirley III viii. 178 
As quiet poultry might look on an egret. 2859 Tennent 
Ceylon II, ix. iv. 455 Snowy egrets . . station themselves 
lower down to watch the fish. 


2 . The feathery pappus of the seeds of the dan- 
delion, thistle, and other plants ; —Aigrette 3. 

1794 Martyn Rousseau's Bot. vi. 70 Seeds in which the 
down or egret, .is sessile. 28c© J, Hurdis Favourite VilL 
no Egret from the head Of thistle ravished. 2851 S. Judd 
Margaret vi. (1871) 29 The egret of a thistle. 

3 . attrib as t egret-monkey [Fr. aigrette ; so 
called by Buffon from the tuft on the top of its 
head], an assumed species of ape called by 
Linnaeus Simia Aygula ; it is now supposed that 
the female of some species of Macacus was meant. 

280a Bingley Anim. Biog. (1813) I. 81 The egret monkey, 
2829 Tower Menagerie) Contents. 

Egrimonie, -y, obs. ff. Agrimony. 

+ E'grimony. rare~°. [ad. L. segrimonia, f. 
seger sick.] Deep sorrow. 

1626 in Cockeram. 1656 Blount Glossogr. 1818 in Todd. 
1847 in Webster and mod. Diets. 

Egriot, var. of Agriot, Obs., a sort of cherry. 
Egritude, var. of /Egritude, Obs. 
Egromancy, egromantic, corrupt ff. Necro- 
mancy, -mantic. 

[Cf. negromaticy and Walloon egrimancien = Fr. necro- 
mancien (Littre). Sir R. Burton believes that he found the 
words in some Eng. writer of 17th c., and many scholars in- 
form us that they have certainly met with them in earlier 
literature, but we have failed to obtain references.] 

2885 R. Burton A rab. Nights 1. 76 By virtue of my egro- 
mancy become thou half stone and half man. Ibid. I. 133 
An hundred and seventy chapters of egromantic formulas, 
t EgTO'te, Obs. — 0 [ad. L. segrotdre, f. 
segrdtus sick.] intr. To be sick ; to feign one- 
self sick. 

2722-62 in Bailey. 

Hence Egro ting* vbl. sb., a feigned sickness. 

2732 in Cole. 2775 in Ash. 

Egrymon, obs. variant of Agrimony. 

Egte, obs. form of Eight. 

Eguall, var. of Egall a. Obs. equal. 
Egiirgitate (Fgo-id^it^t), v. rare. [ad. L. 
egurgitat- ppl. stem of egurgitdre, f. e out + gurgit- 
em whirlpool, gulf.] trans. To vomit forth ; hu- 
morously, to utter (phrases). 

1656 Blount Glossogr. 1709 Brit. Apollo II. No. 64. 2/2 
Horisonant Phrases . . which . . with . . Facility you Egur- 
gitate. 2862 Q. Rev. July 192 The most purposeless crys- 
tallo-chalybeate bubbles which earth has yet egurgitated. 

Egyl(le, obs. ff. Eagle. 

f Egy-ptiac, a. Obs. rare. [ad. late L. AEgyp- 
tidcus.\ = Egyptian. 

1635 Pagitt Christianogr. l ii. (1636) 48 Groning under 
their Egyptiack bondage. 

t Egyptracal, a. Obs . [f. as prec. +-al.] « 
Egyptian. 

2556 Abp. Parker Psalter Ixxx. 24 Egiptiacall bondage. 
2386 J. Hooker Girald. IreL in Holinshed II. 134/1 Suffer- 
ing no glibes . . nor the Egyptiacal rolles vpon womens heads. 
Egyptian (fdgrpjbn), a. and sb. Forms : 4 
egi-, egypeian, -ien, -yan, 6 egiptian, egypey-, 
(sy-)an, 7 seg-, 7- egyptian. [f. Egypt + -ian.] 
A. adj. 

1 . Belonging or relating to Egypt. 

1646 Crash aw Delights of the Muse 129 Th’ Egyptian 
Pyramids themselves must live. 2726 tr. Gregory's Astron. 
I. 245 The Egyptian, Julian, and Gregorian [year]. 2883 
Rawlinson Egypt <§■ Bab. 223 No trace has been found of 
camels in the Egyptian monuments. Mod. The recent 
Egyptian campaign. He speculated in Egyptian bonds. 

b. fig. In Biblical allusions, as Egyptian bond- 
age : bondage like that of the Israelites in Egypt ; 
Egyptian darkness : intense darkness (see Exod. 
x. 22) ; also, t Egyptian days : the two days in 
each month which were believed to be unlucky. 

2398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. ix. xxi. (1495) 358 For there 
ben xxiiij Egypcyans dayes it folowyth that god sente mo 
wreches vpon the Egypcyens than ten. c 2400 Apol. Loti. 
93 A waytij? not }©eis Egipcian daies, (bat we call dysmal). 
1641 R. Brooke Eng. Epzsc. 11. iv. 76 A Glympse that might 
Enlighten them in the midst of Egyptian darknesse. 2659 
Milton Rupt. Commw.W ks. (1851) 401 A part of the Nation 
were desperately conspir’d to call back again thir Egyptian 
Bondage. 2854 J. Abbott Napoleon II. viii. 233 It was a 
night of Egyptian darkness. 

2 . Bot. Egyptian Bean: perh. the fruit of Ne- 
lumbium speciosum ; Egyptian Lotus = Nymphxa 
Lotus', Egyptian Rose : a. Scabiesa arvensis L. 
b. Scabiosa atropurpurea L. ; Egyptian Thom: 
Crataegus Pyracantha. 

3 . Min. Egyptian Jasper, f Egyptian pebble : a 
brown mottled jasper from Egypt. 

2771 Hill Fossils 226 Egyptian Pebble. 2804 Jameson 
Mineralogy 1. 230 Egyptian J asper. 2884 Dana Mineralogy 
195 Egyptian Jasper. 

4 . =» Gitsy, humorous . 

2749 Fielding Tom Jones xn. xiii. IV. 295 Mr. Jones . . 
took leave of his Egyptian majesty. 

5 . In Printing. Egyptian type {letters, figures) : 
a particular kind of type distinguished by the 
thickness of the stems ; also as quasi-jA 

2833 J. Gordon Interest Tables Pref. 7 The introduction 
of Egyptian figures at the tens. .will, .give increased facility 
to the eye in running over the columns. 1839 H. Beadnell 
Guide Typography w. 35 Types are. .distinguished accord- 
ing to the information.. of the letter. .[as]. .Roman, Italic 
..Egyptian. 


EHREHBERG-ITE. 

B. sb. 

1 . A native of Egypt. Often fig. with allusion 
to the aspect in which the Egyptians appear in the 
Bible. To spoil the Egyptians : cf. Exod. xii. 36. 

2388 Wyclif Isa. xix. 21 Egipcions schulen jknowe the 
Lord. 2308 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. ix. iii. (2495) 347 
Amonge the Egypcyens the yere was tokenyd by a dragon 
paynted bytynge his owne taylle. £2400 Apol. Loll. 73 
Decretistis, as to }>at part of wysdam pat pei haue of pe 
worldis wisdam, are Egipciens. 2638 Cleveland Rustic 
Ramp. Wks. (1687) 422 All without the Fold of the Godly 
were ^Egyptians. 2828 Blackw. Mag. XXIV. 323 The . 
abhorrence of the /Egyptians for these barbarous Icono- 
clasts. Mod. The manners of the ancient Egyptians. . 

2 . — Gipsy. : 

2324 Fitzherb. Just. Peas g^b) It is ordayned agaynste 
people callynge themselves Egypcyans, that no such per- 
sons be sunred to come within this realme. 2609 Skene 
Reg. May. 279 For the better triall of. .maisterfull beggers, 
fen3eit foolis, counterfit Egyptians. 2697 View of Penal 
Laws 310 If any Transports into England or Wales, any 
lewd People, calling themselves Egyptians, they forfeit 40/. 
2749 Fielding Tom Jones xii, A company of Egyptians, or 
as they are vulgarly called, gipsies. 

3 .pi. In recent use — Egyptian stocks : securities 
issued by the Egyptian government. 

Hence Egyptianize v. a. intr., to act like an 
Egyptian ; to adopt Egyptian practices ; b. trans., 
to make like an Egyptian or the Egyptians. 
Egy ptiauized ppl. a. Egyptianism, Egyptian 
characteristics, inclination to Egyptian customs. 

1664 H.^More Myst. Iniq. vi. 27 It was .. wickedness., 
to Algyptianize in the adoration of the God of Israel.^ 2827 
G. S. Faber Expiat. Sacrif. 268 God’s condescension to 
the Egyptianism of the Israelites. 1847 Grotk Greece u. 
xx. III. 442 This dynasty [Psammetichus’s] had too little of 
pure Egyptianism in them to find favour with the priests. 
2832 H. Torrens in Jml. Asiat , Soc. Bengal 9 The exist- 
ence of an Egyptianised race. 

E’gyptize, v. nonce-wd. [f. Egypt *f -ize.] 
intr. To refer things to Egyptian sources. 

1854 Keightley Mythol. Anc. Greece $ It. (ed. 3) 408 
Little given as we are to Egyptising. 

Egyptologue, rare. [a. Fr. Egyptologue; 

cf. next.] « Egyptologist. 

1856 Sat. Rev. II. 419/1 The famous Egyptologue, the 
Vicomte de Roug<£. 2859 Ibid. VIII. 401/2 Many writers on 
Greek mythology, to say nothing of professed Egyptologues. 

Egyptology (fdgipt^Todgi). [f. as if ad. Gr. 
*aiyviTTokoyia, f. Alyv-arbs Egypt 4- -Koyia dis- 
coursing (see -logy).] The study of Egyptian 
antiquities, of the ancient Egyptian language and 
history. Hence Egypto loger = Egyptologist. 
Egyptological a., pertaining to, concerned with, 
or devoted to Egyptology. Egyptologist, one 
versed in the study of Egyptian antiquities. 

2839 Gregory Egypt I. 37 The name Sesortesen . . recent 
Egyptologists are.. unanimous in maintaining. 2862 Sat. 
Rev. 8 Feb. 262 Egyptology, he [Sir George Lewis] says, 
has an historical method of its own. 2864 Pjazzi Smyth 
Our Inker. Gt. Pyramid v. xxii. (1874) 418 By the sadly 
Egyptological Baron Bunsen. 2873 Geikie Gt. Ice Age 
ii. 24 Hieroglyphics are to the ^Egyptologist— the silent . . 
records of an age long passed away. 1876 Gladstone 
Homeric Synchr. 210 The key afforded by the researches 
of Egyptology. 1876 Trans. Victoria Inst . 22 The histori- 
cal discoveries of the earlier Egyptologers were for a time 
arrayed against Revelation. 1882 Academy No. 513. 150 
Mr. O. modestly disclaims all Egyptological pretensions. 

Egyr, obs. form of Eager. 

Egyrmonye, obs. var. of Agrimony. 

E3atlie, obs. form of Eath. 

EJe, obs. f. of Awe, Eye. 

Bh. {e, e 1 ), int. [repr. an exclamation of instinc- 
tive origin ; ME. had Ey ; the mod. spelling may 
be after Fr. eh, though it might have suggested 
itself independently.] 

1 . An ejaculation of sorrow. Cf. Ah i. 

2567 Triall Treas. in Hazl.^ Dodsley III. 281 Eh, they 
have used me with too much villainy. 

2 . An interjectional interrogative particle ; often 
inviting assent to the sentiment expressed. 

2773 Goldsm. Stoops to Cottq. 11. i, Wasn’t it lucky, eh? 
2810 ‘ Quiz ' Grand Master vi. 132 What have I brought 
you here for — eh? 1859 Cafern Ball. <$• Songs 68 You are 
joking, Jesse, eh? 1867 E. Waugh Owd Blanket iii. 61 
t Lane . Gloss.) Eh, iv that blanket could talk, Ailse, it could 
oather make folk laugh or cry ! 1870 B. Brierley Bundle 

o' Fents i. 31 {Lane. Gloss.) * Eh, whatever is ther’ t’ do ?* 
hoo shrikt eawt. 

Hence Eh. v. intr., to say * Eh ! 9 

2824 Scott Redgauntlet vii, The former ha’d, eh’d. 

She, ehelid, ehsihSSo, ehthurl, obs. forms 
of Eye, Eye-. 

Shiite (^'lsit). Min. [f. Ehl , local name (see 
quot.) + -ite.] A variety of Pseudomalachite. 

2868 Dana Min. s. v. Pseudomalachite , Ehlite of Breit- 
haupt. Occurs in veins at Ehl near Lenz on the Rhine. 

Ehrenbergite (^enbe-igait). Min . [f. the 
surname Ehrenberg+ -ite.] A species of Cimo- 
LITE. 

1868 Dana Min. s.v. Cimolite, Ehrenbergite occurs in 
clefts in trachyte at the quarries of Steinchen. 

Ehte, obs, form of Aught, property. 

Ehyt, obs. form of Eat v. 

Ei, ME. contracted form of Any. 
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EIGHTEEN. 


EICASTIC. 

•j- 2 Jica*stic, Obs. rare. [ad. Gr. elmcrruebs, 
f. et«a(-eiv to liken, portray.] Imitative. 

1669 Gale CW. Gentiles 1. ■in. i. 295 Eicastick Art or Skill 
in Imitation: whence also Eicastik . Poesie receeved its 
origination.. because its main use lies in framing Images, 
and pleasing representations of persons or Things. 

Eich(e, obs. var. of Each. 

Eiconic, var. of Iconic. 

Eieosihedron, obs, form of Icosahedron. 
Eident (si-dent), a. Sc. Also 6 ydant, 8 
eydent. [Variant of Ident, Sc. form of Ithand, 
which is an altered form of northern ME. ifen, 
ipin (a. ON. Minn assiduous, diligent) assimilated 
to pr. pples. in -andJ\ Diligent, industrious, busy; 
attentive to. Cf. Ythand. 

1591 R. Bruce Semi. vi. O iij. The soules of the Sanctes 
departed ar mair ydant in this exercise [of praise] then when 
they wer aliue. a 1774 Fergusson Farmer's Ingle Poems 
(1845) 36 Wad they [gentler gabs] to labouring lend an 
eident hand. 1807-10 Tannahill Poems (1846] 12 The lad 
..Was eident ay, and deftly hel’ the plough. 1816 Scott 
Old Mart, iv, ‘ Be eident and civil to them baith.’ 

Eider (oi'doi), sb. Also 8-9 edder. [Ulti- 
mately a. Icel. seSar (pron. aiSar), genit. of sed-r 
eider-duck, in the comb, seffar-ddn eider-down. 
Th e continental forms, Sw. + eider, now ejder (-gas). 
Da. eder(-fugl), Ger. eider(-ent&), are similarly 
adopted from. Icel. The present Eng. spelling is 
probably from the Sw. used by Von Troll.] 

1 . A species of duck, Somateria mollissima , 
abundant in the Arctic regions, that lines its 
nest with EibeR-down ; also. King-eider (So- 
materia spectabilis ). Chiefly attrib as in eider - 
bird, -duck, Etder-down. 

1743 in Phil. Trans. XLII. 612 Amongst the Sea-birds 
are the Edder, Ducks of Three Kinds. 1780 Von Troil 
Iceland 143 The eider-bird is yet more useful to the natives. 
1852 D. MoiR Fowler viii, The eider ducks. With their wild 
eyes, and necks of changeful blue. 1863 Kingsley Water- 
Bab. 269 Swans and brantgeese, harlequins and eiders. 1863 
Spring Lapl. 384 The king eider and Barrow's Iceland 
duck are only occasionally seen in the autumn. 

2 . The down itself. 

1766 Pennant Zool. (1812) II- 243 The down known by 
the name of Eider or Edder which these birds furnish. 

3 . attrib. or adj. Resembling eider-down. 

1791 E. Darwin Bot. Card. n. 18 Sleep protects him with 
his eider wings. 1848 Kingsley Saint's Trag. in, ii. 259 
Beneath her eider robe the. .earth Watches, .for the sun. 
Ei der-down, [ultimately a. Icel. xbar-dun : 
see Eider and Down sb ? ; the Icel. word has 
been adopted as Sw. ejder-dun , Da. eder-duun „ 
Ger. eiderdon, Fr. idredoni] 

1 . The smalt soft feathers from the breast of the 
eider duck. Also attrib. 

1774 Goldsm. Nat. Hist. (1776) VI. 125 In this number 
we may reckon the Eider-down. 2804 Ct« Rumford in 
Phil. Trans. XCIV. 85 Having its two ends well covered 
up with eider-down. 1856 Kane Arct.Expl. II. xvi. 167 All 
who could work, even at picking over eider-down. 1859 W. 
Collins Q. of Hearts (1875} 17 You top up with a sweet 
little eider-down quilt, as light as roses. 

2. ~ eider-down quilt. 

Ei&ograph. (srd^graf). [f. Gr. ados form -f 
ypb<f>av to sketch.] (See quot.) 

i8ox Hutton Course Math. (1828) II. 81 Professor Wal- 
lace’s eidograpli may be advantageously employed. 1869 
Eng. Meek. 3 Dec. 288/1 The eidograph is a correct instru- 
ment for enlarging or reducing drawings. 

It Eidolon, (sid^n-l^n). PL sometimes -a. [a.Gr. 
adakov (see Idol, Idolum) image, spectre, phan- 
tom.] An unsubstantial image, spectre, phantom. 

2828 Carlyle Misc. (1857) I. 137 Flying through the air, 
and living. , with mere Eidolons. 1830 Scott Demonol. i. 
36 Calling up his eidolon in the hall of his former greatness. 
a 2849 Poe Dreamland, An Eidolon named Night On a 
black throne reigns upright. 2850 Mrs. Browning Poems 
II. 155 How Ulysses left the sunlight For the pale eidola 
race. 287s B. Taylor Aowwtf I. xxi. 193 It is a magic shape, 
a lifeless eidolon. 2876 Lowell Among my Bks. Ser. u. 
(1873) 174 No real giant, but a pure eidolon of the mind. 

■ b. Optics. '• 

^ x88t G. R. Piggott in Nature -No. 622. 515 If [the ob- 
jects are] transparent, .strange eidola are generated diffi- 
cult of interpretation and dispersion. 

Hence EidaTic a., of the nature of an eidolon. 
Eido-loclast [f. Gr. tekaarys breaker ; cf. Icono- 
clast], one who demolishes idols. 

2881 G. R. Piggott in Nature No. 622. 515 The earlier. . 
plates . . teem with eidolic varieties of form. ^ 1824 Be 
Quincey Goethe Wks. 1863 XII. 291 Let the object of the 
false worship., be made his own eidoloclast. 
t Eidoura*nion. [f. Gr. €i 5 -os form + ovpav- 
6 s heaven.] The name given to a mechanical 
contrivance for representing the motions of the 
heavenly bodies ; cf. Orrery. 

1825. Mar. Edgeworth Frank (Sequel) (ed. 2) II. 243 He 
saw in large letters.. Orrery and Eidouranion. 1829 Pea- 
cock Misforf. Elphin 82 Astronomy, .elevating the mind, 
as the eidouranion lecturers have it, to sublime contem- 
plations.',.;. 

Eidyll, -ic, var. of Idyll, -ic. 

Eie, obs. form of Any, Awe, Eye. 

EifFule, obs. form of Awful. 

Eigh (**), int. dial. [cf. Eh, EyJ An ex- 
clamation expressing wonder or asseveration. 


2750 J. Collier (Tim Bobbin) Wks. (1819) $4 Mary. Is 
Serots o' Rutchots so honsome? 7»«. Eigh, hoos meeterly. 
1753 Johnson, Eigk, an expression of sudden delight. 
1775 in Ash. 1822 W» Tennant Anster F.x. i, Eigh ! I 
would kiss them. 1867 J. P. Morris Selby Beck Dobby $ 
{Lane. Gloss.) Eigh, ther’s many a million on ’em. 

Bighe, obs. form of Awe. 

'Eight (^t), a . and sb. Forms: a. 1 ahta, 
eahta, sehte, 2 ehte, (Or mi) ehhte, 3 sehte, eahte, 
3-5 ey3t(e, eip, eih-, eyhte, (3 e3te, eyth), 4-6 
eyght(e, (4 eheit, heyt, eyt, 3it(t, 5 eght,ey3the), 
6- eight. 0 . 3-5 aeht, aght, a3t(e, aht(e, Sc. 
auht(e, 5 Sc. awcht, 4- Sc. aucht, 6 -Sc. aught. 
[Com. Tent, and Aryan : OE. ahta, eahta, sehte, 
Northumb. sehto, — OFris. achta, ackte , acht, OS. 
ahto (Du. acht), OHG. ahio (MHO. ahte, mod G. 
acht), ON. i*ahta) Pitta (Sw. &tta, Da. otte\ Goth. 
ahtau ; cf. L. octo, Gr. 6 kt 6 j, Olr. ocht, Lith. 
asztuni, Skr. ashtdui] 

The cardinal numeral next after seven, repre- 
sented by the symbols 8 or viii. 

A. as adj. 

1 . In concord with sb. expressed. 

Beowulf 2075 (Th.) Heht 5 a. .eahta mearas. .on flet teon. 
a 1000 Menologium 05 (Gr.) Pass emb ahta and nijon Do- 
gera rimes. 1070 6. E. Citron. (Laud MS.) Turold abbot 
and sehte sij>e twenti Frencisce men mid him. cxzoo Or min 
4327 Rihht ehhte sijae an hunndredd. a 1225 After. R. Pref. 
23 This an Boc is todealet in eahte lesse Boke. 1297 R. 
Glouc. (1810) 385 As in ]?e 3er of grace a housend }er yt was 
And four score & ey^te. a 1300 Cursor M. 188 He heled on 
al vnfere pat seke was thritte and aht yeir. 2375 Barbour 
Bruce xi. 523 Aucht hundreth armyt, I trow, thai weir. 
c 2425 Wyntoun Cron, vu viii. 104 Aucht hundyr wynter 
and seventy, c 1489 Caxton Sonnes of Ayrnon 210, 1 shall 
make them to be accompanyed of eyghte erles. 1513- 75 
Dium . Occurr. (2833) 10 In the year of God j m . v<*. twantie 
aucht yeiris. 2541 Elyot Image Gov. (1549) 80 In eight 
the first yeeres of his empire. 1631 Milton Epit. Mchness. 
Winchester 7 Summers three times eight save one She had 
told. <22758 Ramsay Poems (1844) 83 Twa times aught 
bannacks m a heap. 1735 Pope Frol. Sat. 182 The Bard . . 
strains from hard-bound brains, eight lines a year. 1885 
Ball Story of the heavens 246 An interval of eight years, 

b. (An) eight days — a week. 
ci 160 Hatton Gosp. John xx. 26 Efterehte fciooo eahta] 
da^en hys ieorning-emhtes waeren inne. 1340 Ayenb. 45 
Na3t uor ane monJ>e ne to e3te dayes : ac ine one zelue 
day. 2611 Bible Luke ix. 28 About an eight dayes after 
these sayings.^ 1664 Evelyn Kal. Hort. {vjafp) 194 Eight 
Days after, prick them forth at distances. 

2 . With ellipsis of sb., which may usually be 
supplied from context. 

c 1205 Lay. 26502 per achte per ni^ene. a 1225 Ancr. R. 
334 Al bene world, bute eihte i pen arche, 4x325 E. E. 
A Hit. P. B. 331 pis meyny of aijte I schal saue of monnez 
saulez. C1330 R. Brunne Chron. (1810) 84 Pe date was a 
pousand & fourscore & auhte. c 1340 Cursor M. 1927 3 ou 
iitt haue I forborn. .My brode benesoun I 30U 3yue. c 1425 
Wyntoun Cron, vil x. 521 For awcht or ten In comowne 
prys sawld wes pen. <7x460 Tovmoley Myst. 13 We, 
acht, acht, and neyn, and ten is this. ■ 2588 A. King tr. 
Canisiud Catech. 161 b, Our Lords beatitudes..ar rakened 
aught in number as follouis, 2864 Tennyson Aylmer's F. 
638 Eight that were left to make a purer world. 

b. esp. With omission of hours \ as eight d 
clock , eta 

1598 Shaks, Merry W. in. iiL 210 Let him be sent for to- 
morrow, eight a clocke to haue amends. 2601 — Twel. N. 
v. i. 205 His eyes were set at eight i’th' morning. 2720 
Steele Tatler No. 263 p 1, I went to see him . . about 
Eight a Clock in the Evening. Mod. We breakfast at eight. 

c. Prosody. In eight and six (four, etc.) : in 
lines alternately consisting of those numbers of 
syllables. See B. 2 d. 

2590 Shaks. Mids. N. in. i. 25 It shall be written in eight 
and sixe. 

*p d. Piece of eight (reals) : the Spanish 1 dollar * 
or ‘ piastre * (Sp. pieza de aoc ho). Obs. exc. Hist. 

1699 Temple Ess. Constit. # Int. Empire Wks. 1731 1 . 
xxx Crying up the Pieces of Eight. 1727 A. Hamilton 
New A cc. E. Ind. (1744) II. 129 At Rambang I bought a 
cow. .for two Pieces of Eight. 2790 Reatson Nav. 4- Mil. 
Mem. I. 163 The Salisbury.. took a Spanish ship, with one 
hundred and fifty thousand pieces of eight on board. 1883 
R. L. Stevenson Treasure I si. 225 Pieces of eight. 

3 . Coupled with a higher cardinal or ordinal 
numeral following, so as to form a compound 
(cardinal or ordinal) numeral. 

1579 Fulke Heskins' Pari. 485 The eight and fortieth 
Chapter abideth in the exposition of the same text. 1607 
Topsell Fourf. Beasts 259 Every year, upon the eight and 
twenty day of August, they observe a solemn feast. 1832 
Marryat N. Foster xxii, D — n your eight-and-twenties l 

B. as sb. 

1 . The abstract number eight. 

1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. xix. exxi. (2495) 922 One 
doo to seuen makyth the nombre of eyghte. 1808 Wilford 
in Asiat. Res. VIII. 289 Seven is a fortunate number 
among the Hindus : eight among the Baudd’hists. 

2 . A set of eight persons or things. 

a. Card-playing. A card marked with eight 
pips. 

1598 Florio, Otto , the number of eight, an eight vpon the 
cards. 2680 Cotton Compt. Gamester in Singer Hist. Cards 
341 Then he plays his eight of hearts. 

b. The crew of a rowing boat, consisting of 
eight oarsmen. The Eights', boat-races at the 
Universities of Oxford and Cambridge between the 


boats of the different colleges, which take place in 
the Summer Term. Hence Eights Week. 

2847 Illust. Land. News 28 Aug. 142/1, I rowed in a 
fairish * eight 1872 M. Collins Mrq. < 5 j- Merck. I. i. 6 
He., could not be persuaded to be .one of the UniversW 
eight. * 

c. Bibliography. In eights 1 an expression in- 
dicating the number of leaves in a sheet of an 
early printed book. 

1858 Lowndes Bibliogr. s.v. Caxton , It [the Cronicles] 
terminates on the recto of Y 6 in eights. 1883 Gregor in 
Rolland’s Crt. Venus Introd. 31 It is a quarto, and con- 
tists of A to I in eights. C1884 Brit. Mtts. Cat., Sarunt 
Primer (1538) Register: sigs. A-T, in eights, except T 
which has four leaves. 

d. Metre, hi eights : in lines of eight syllables. 
So In eights and sixes (fours, etc.) : in alternate 
lines of those lengths. Chiefly said of hymns. 

3 . The figure (S) representing this number ; hence 
anything in the form of an 8 ; esp. a figure made; 
on the ice in skating. Also figure (of) eight j 
sometimes attrib. 

1607 Dekker Knts. Conjur. (1842) 15 All our courses are 
but figures of eight. 1842 Tennyson Epic 10 Cutting eights 
that day upon the pond. 1851 Sir F. Palgrave Norm. 
<5* Eng. I. 626 The thrice-repeated eight, the eight hun- 
dred and eighty and eight. <7x860 H. Stuart Seaman’s 
Catech. 1 What is a figure of eight knot used for? 1876 A. 
Arnold Persia in Con temp. Rev. June 42 One is surprised 
to see a European cutting figures of eight upon frozen 
pools. 1887 Comh. Mag. Mar. 255- They danced a figure 
8 chain. 

C. Comb., as eight - angled, - celled, - sided \ 
threaded adjs. ; combined with sbs. forming adjs. 
of dimension, etc., as eight-inch , -line, -penny ; 
eight-day adj., -fold adj. and adv. ; eight-day* 
clock, a clock that goes for eight days without 
winding up ; eight-oar a. (of a boat), manned by 
eight rowers ; also as sb. ; eight-shaft, a kind of 
corded fabric; eightsman, one of the crew of an 
eight-oar. (Eight pence is almost always written 
as one word, usu. without hyphen.) 

1656 Dugard Gate Lat. Uni. 155 A Dye, four-square 
though six-sided, and *eight angled. 2882 Vines Sacks’ 
Bot. 521 The neck appears to form, .an ^eight-celled rosette^ 
1836 Dickens Sk. Boz ii, He took to pieces the ^eight-day 
clock. 1866 Howells Venet. Life xviii. 278 Little eight- 
day-old Venetians. 1850 Mrs. Browning Poems I. 293 
An eight-day watch had watched she. 1557 Record® 
W heist. B ij, Octupla. . *eightfolde. 1848 Macaulay Hist. 
Eng. I. 344 The customs had multiplied eightfold within 
sixteen years. 2871 Alabaster Wheel of Introd. 42 
The paths of the saints, or the eightfold path of purity. 
2825 J. Nicholson Operat . Mechanic 660 His patent loco- 
motive engine, with two *eight-inch cylinders, weighs five 
tons, i860 A ll Y. Round No. 73. 548 The cost of an eight- 
inch cast-iron gun. .is aboutahundred pounds. 1864 Hazlitt 
Early Pop. Poetry IV. 19 In four *eight-line stanzas. 1874 
Knight Diet . Meek., * Eight-line Pica. A type whose face 
has eight times the length of pica. 1850 Kingsley Alt. 
Locke xii. (1874) 105 An *eight~oar lay under the bank. 
1862 Sat. Rev . 15 Mar. 300 If Mr. Urquhart could persuade 
the Universities to substitute Turkish baths for eight-oars. 
1596 Shaks. i Hen. IV, m. iiL 119 A Trifle, some ^eight- 
penny matter. 1678 Lond. Gaz . No. 1348/4 Eight pieces 
of Eight- peny taffaty Ribon. c 1850 Rudim. Navig. 
(Wealej 135 Nails of sorts.. 8, xo, 24, 30, and 40-penny 
nails. 1840 L'pool Jrnl. 4 July x/2 A great Stock of Fus- 
tians, in Beaverteens. . *Eightshaft, Constitution, and other 
excellent Cords. 1823 H. J. Brooke Introd. Crystallogr. 
133 A series of double *eight-sided pyramids might result 
from class k, i, and k. 188a Standard 16 Mar. 2, I am, 
Sir, your obedient servant, An *Eightsman._ 2696 Bp. Patrick 
Comjn. Ex. xxviii. (2697) 536 Some will have it that 
[Maschzar] . . signifies *eightthredded Linen. 

Bight, obs. form of Ait. 

1664 Evelyn Sylva 42 Some do also plant Oziers in their 
Eights like Quick-sets, thick, and neer the water. 
Eighte, ei3te, obs. ff. Aught, property. 
Eighteen ?i*tfn), a. (sb.) Forms: i 

ehta-vyne, 2 ehte-tyna, 3 eeh-, ah-, ehte-, eyjte- 
tene, 4-5 eyj-, eyghtene, Sc. auh-, auchtene, 
6 eightene, 6- eighteen. [OE. e K a)htatyne, -tine, 
corresponds to OFris. achtatfne, OS. ahtotian, 
ahietekan (Du. achttien), OHG. ahtozehan (MHG. 
ahtzehen, mod.G. achtzehn), ON. dttjdn (aijdn, 
Sw. adertdn, Da. at ten), Goth. *ahtau-taihun ; f. 
OTeut *ahfau, ahtb, Eight + *tehwi Ten ; for 
the divergent Eng. form of the second element, 
see -teen.] 

1 . The cardinal number next after seventeen ; 
represented by the symbols 18 or xviii. 

c 1000 Ags. Gosp. Luke xiii. 4 Swa J>a ehta-tyne [1x60 Hat- 
ton ehte-tyna] ofer j>a feoll se stypel ou siloa. 1205 Lay. 
18014 Ohtere cnihten ahtene [c 1275 ehtetene] J>usen. 2297 
R. Glouc. {18x0) 407 In )?e xer of grace a housend & four 
score & eystetene. c 2330 R. Brunne Chron . (1810) 48 pe 
date of Criste a jxmsand & mo bi auhtene. 1398 Trevisa 
Barth. De P. R. xix. exxvi. (1495) 928 Syxe and twelue 
makyth eyghtene. c 1425 Wyntoun Cron. (Matz), Hundyr 
byschapis and awchtene, c 2440 Promp. Part/. 137 Ey3tene 
[P. eyghtene], octodecim. 1559 Mirr. Mag., Dk. Suffolk 
xi. 3 For eightene monthes we dyd conclude a truce. 
«i6 4 i Suckling Fragm. A urea (1646135 For your eighteen 
pence you sit The Lord and Judge of all fresh wit. 
1777 Robertson Hist. Amer. (1783) II. 356 He appointed 
Sandoval to command . . eight hundred and eighteen foot 
soldiers. 2828 Scott F. M. Perth xxvi, About eighteen 
years since, .it chanced, etc. 
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2. quasi-rA — eighteen-ponnder (see 3). 

1833 Marryat P. Simple xvii, We took a seat upon the 
long eighteen. 

3 . Comb. Eighteen-headed ', -tailed adjs. ; eigh- 
teen-knot a., (a. vessel) capable of going eighteen 
knots in an hour; eighteen - penny a., that is 
worth or costs eighteen - pence ; also quasi-x£. ; 
eighteen-pounder, a gun throwing a shot that 
weighs eighteen pounds. ( Eighteen pence is often 
written as one word, with or without hyphen.) 

17 66 Sharp in Phil. Trans. LVIL 84 This has been used 
many years in St. Bartholomew’s hospital, instead of the 
old *eighteen-headed bandage. 1817 Cobbet Pol . Reg. 8 
Feb. 168 Having an *eighteen-penny-piece put into his 
hand. 3:859 Sala Tw. round Clock (1861) 14 Simpson’s . . 
eighteenpenny fish ordinary. 1883 H. R. Haweis in 
Genii. Mag. July 47, I proceeded to elicit from the red 
eighteenpenny [fiddle] all it had to give. 1876 Bancroft 
Hist. U. S. V. x. 443 The vessel of war suffered severely 
from two ^eighteen - pounders on the Jersey shore. 2884 
Pall Mall G. 13 Nov. 4/2 Exposed to any hostile Power 
with, an *1 8-knot cruiser. 1748 Smollett Rod. Rand. 
xxviii. (1804) 19 1 We dressed the wound, and applied the 
*eighteen-tailed bandage. 

Eigbteener (^trnai). [f. Eighteen + -eh.] 
A cask holding iS gallons. 

1870 E. Peacock Ratf Skirl II. 1x7 He finds, .our Steven 
wi’ two eighteeners. 

Eiglltee’nmo. [English reading of the symbol 
i8mo for Octodecimo ; cf. twelvemo, sixteenmo .] 
Used colloq. in the book trades for Octodecimo. 

1858 in SiMMONDS Diet. Trade. 

Eighteenth, (<? : trn]), e^tlxif), a. Forms (see 
Eight) 4- 1 -ttdSa, -tetSa, -teotSa ( fern. neut. -fce), 

3 -fcepe, -tenthe, 4 -teope, 6 -tenth, 6- -teenth ; 
from 6- the t of eight has been dropped, though 
some dialects still retain it in pronunciation. 
[OE. eahtateoda, f. eahta. Eight + tioha tenth ; cf. 
ON. dttjiindi ; in the other OldTeut. langs. this 
numeral is not recorded. The mod. form is f. 
Eighteen + -th (after Foubth) which has become 
the ordinal suffix for all numerals above 3.] 

Next in order after the seventeenth. Hence 
Eight ee-nthly adv., in the eighteenth place. 

C893 K. ^Elfred Oros. vi. ii. § 3 On j?sem eahteteoJ>an 
Scare his [Tiberius'] rices . . wearo micel peostemes ofer 
eallne middangeard. 1258 Prod. Hen. ///(ed. Ellis 1868) 
Witnesse vs seluen set Lundaen j>ane e3tetenj>e day on the 
Monl?e of Octobr. 1297 R. Glouc. u8io) 436 po deyde 
Mold J?ys god quene, enlene hondred ^er And eyjte^e 
after pat God anerpe alyjte her. c 1305 St. Swithin 5 in 
E. E. P. (1862) 43 be ebteteope king. 1530 Palsgr. 372 
Dixkuitiesme , eyghtenth. 1579 Fulke Hoskins' Pari. 
192 The eighteenth Chapter beginneth the exposition. 1611 
Bible i Kings xv. 1 In the eighteenth yeere of king Iero- 
boam. 1872 Morley Voltaire { 1886) 4 Voltairism may stand 
for the name of the Renaissance of the eighteenth century. 

1642 Sir W. Monson Naval Tracts m. (1704) 322/2 
Eighteenthly, That One of the Three Officers do. .reside at 
Chatham. 2681 H. More Exp. Dan. App. iii. 303 Eigh- 
teenthly, why . . should the name, .be said to be written ? 
Eighth. (^tp), a. and sb. Forms : ealrfcotSa, 
eah.-, ehfcelSa- (late WS. also eahteolSa), 1-3 
eah-, ehtiiSa, -*®e, 3 ©iMeoiSe, -tu’Se, eg-, 
ehtetSe, 3-4 ei3te1$e, -ipe, a5tps, 5 egh.tid, 
eyted, 7- eighth; from 3- the forms are often 
identical with those of the cardinal, 3 ei3t, 4 
e3te, heyt, agh,t, 5 eght, 5-6 eyght, 6 awght, 
ayghte, 5-9 eight, Sc. aueht. [OE. eahto&a - 
OHG. ahtodo (MHG. ahtode , ahtede, ahte, mod,G. 
achte) repr. OTeut. type ahto'\on- , f. *ahtau , *aht 6 
Eight (The OS. ahtodo, Goth, ahtuda represent 
a type *a'htofton the result of accent-shifting or 
of analogy; for the OFris. and ON. forms see 
Eightin.] 

A. adj. 

1 . That comes next in order to the seventh. 
axooo Menologittm 3 (Gr.) Crist waes . . on by eahteo- 
San dseg Etelend gehaten. c 1000 Sax. Leechd. II. 298 
Eahtope is [>aes stanes mse^en, paet, etc. c 1175 Lamb. 
Horn. 81 pet me sculde in pe ehtupe dei pet knaue child 
embsnipen. ax 225 Ancr. R. 144 pe eihtuSe pine is hu 
muchel is pe mede iSe blisse of heouene. a 1300 Signs be- 
fore Judgm. X13 in E. E. P. (1862) 10 pe ebjt dai so is dotus 
and pat ful wel bou salt se. a 1300 Cursor M. 29310 pe aght 
case falles all pain pat any witchecraft gers bigyn. 138 . 
W^ yclif Semi. Sel. Wks. II. 267 pe ei3.tipe condicioun. c 1400 
Destr. Troy 6222 The Eghtid Batell in the burgh [was] 
Vnder Slerces. .the soueram of Perce. 1477 Norton Ord. 
Alch. vi. in Ashm. (1652) xoo The vertue of the Eight sphere. 
X535 Coverdale i Kings viii. 66 And on the eight daye he 
let the people go. 1552 Abp. Hamilton Catech. (1884) ix 
The rycht keping of the aueht command. 1605 Heywood 
If you know not me Wks. 1874 I. 207 If it he treason To he 
the daughter to th* eight Henry, I am a traitor. 2609 
Bp. Hall Disswas. Poperie (1627) 635 Let him heare 
Origan, what he answers, in the eight volume of his Expla- 
nations of Esay. 2664 Evelyn Kal. Hort. (1729) 194 The 
sixth, eighth or tenth day. 2788 Gibbon Decl. $ F. lili. 
(1858) V. 266^ But the seventh and eighth centuries were a 
period of discord and darkness. 2887 Gray's Anat. (ed. 
ix) 667 The eighth or auditory nerve. 

b. With ellipsis of sb., to be supplied from 
context. Also in dates, with ellipsis of day (of 
the month). 

a 2000 Gutklac 2010 (Gr.) Min feorh heonan On pisse 
eahteSan [nihte] ende gesececS. 1297 R. Glouc. (1810) 473 
The ebtethe was, that . . citacion non nere Thoru bulle of 


the pope, c 2325 E. E. A Hit. P. A. 1010 pe a^tpe pe beryl 
cler & quyt. a 1400 Cov. Myst. (1841) 83 The eyted is 
contempt of veyn glory in us. c 1400 Apol. Loll. 77 pe 
heyt. Crist biddip m pe gospel to His vicar, turn pe swerd 
in to pe schep. 1526 Tinpale Rev. xxi. 20 The ayghte 
herall. 2588 A. King tr. Camsius’ Catech. 183 The awght 
is meiknes quhilk assuages and mitigats al angrie motions 
of ire. 2642 Chas. I. Answ. Petit. Pres, at York x8 Apr. 
x Our Message of the eighth of April. 2647 Lilly Chr. 
Astrol xliv. 257 When the Lord of the Ascendant is .. in 
the Antiscion of the Lord of the eighth. 2667 Milton 
P.L. ix. 67 The space of seven continu’d Nights he [Satan] 
rode With darkness. . On the eighth return'd. 1862 Ramsay 
Remin. Ser, n. 181 She answered them. .‘The tongue no 
man pan tame. .James Third and Aueht and drank off her 
glass. 

2 . Eighth part\ one of eight equal parts into 
which a quantity may be divided. 

2523 Ld. Berners Froiss. I. cxxvii. 154 He had nat the 
eyght part in nombre of men as the frenche kynge had. 
1571 Digges Pantom. hi. ix. R ij. An eight part of the great 
Pyramis H 1 K. 2660 Bloome Archil. A. c, One eight part 
of the thicknesse. 

B. sb. 1 . = eighth part. See A. 2. 

1557 Recorde Wketst. B ij b, An eight more. 2747 J. 
Lind Lett. Navy i. (1757) 23 The commander in chief is to 
have one half of the eight. 2842 Prichard Nat. Hist. Man 
391 The Muskhoyees form seven eighths of what is termed 
the Creek Confederacy. 

b. Mil. Eighth-wheel , when a body of troops 
revolves upon its centre or one of its ends to the 
extent of one-eighth part of a circle. 

2796 Instr. 4- Reg. Cavalry (1813) xio The eighth wheel is 
toward the flank which is to be the head of the column . . 
Advantage will arise if the eighth wheel is made on the 
center of each body. Ibid. 130 According to the degree 
ordered, whether half, quarter, or eighth wheel. 

t 2 . Mtisic. = Octave. Obs. a. An interval of 
seven notes of the diatonic scale. 

2597 Morley Introd. Mus. 70 A third, a Fift, a Sixt, and an 
eight. 2652 News fr. Lowe-Countr. 8 He. . Knows Thirds, 
Fifths, Eights, Rests, Moods, and Time. 1694 Phil. Trans. 
XVIII. 73 He next Observes, that all Progressions by Con- 
cords, except by Eighths, produce Discord. 1706 A. Bed- 
ford Temple Mus. iii. 54 They sang the.. Part an Eighth, 
or Seven Notes higher than the Men. 

b. The note separated from any given one 
above or below by an interval of an eighth. 

2609 Douland Omith. Microl. 15 In b fa U mi, and his 
eight, you may not sing mi for fa. 2674 Playford Skill 
Mus . 1. i. 3 Which will be the same, and only eights to 
those above. 2685 Boyle Effects of Mot. vii. 88, I made 
him raise his Voice to an Eighth. 

Eighthly (^tpli), adv. Also 6-7 eightly. 
[f. Eighth + -ly 2 .] In the eighth place. 

2579 Fulke Refut. Rasiel 770 Eightly, that images were 
not set vp to be worshiped. 1607 Tops ell Four-f. Beasts 
21 Eightly, a woman dissembling her pregnancy. 2648 D. 
Jenkins IVks. 38 Eightly, We maintaine that the King is 
King by an inherent birth-right. 2682 H. More Exp. Dan. 
App. iii. 298 Eighthly, If any demand why It is said to, etc. 

Eightieth (£**tiep), a. (sb.) Also 4 ei3tith.e, 
6 eyghteth.. [f. Eighty : see -th.] The ordinal 
numeral answering to the cardinal eighty. 

2382 Wycuf 2 Mace. i. 10 In the hundred ^eer and ehjte 
and ei3tithe. 1530 Palsgr. 372 Octantiesme, eyghteth. 
2867 Denison Astron . withotet Math. 176 Our moon is 
nearly one eightieth of the earth. 

Ei ghtsome, a. or adv. Ohs. exc. Sc. Also 
4 ast-snm. [f. on the analogy of OE. phrases like 
syxa sum one of six, where the numeral is in 
genit. pi. See Eight and Some, and cf. Sc. twa- 
some , threesome .] 

Eight together. EigMsome-reel (after foursome ), 
a kind of dance in which eight persons take part. 

c 2325 E. E. Allit. P. B. 41 r Hym a3t-sum in bat ark as 
a]?el god lyked. 2843 Blackw. Mag. LIII. 615 The eight- 
some-reel of the heptarchy became the pas-seul of the king- 
dom of England. 

Ei'gkt-squaTe, Obs. exc. Naut. [f. Eight + 
Square, after the logically correct foursquare; 
cf. three-square .] Having eight equal sides ; in 
the form of a regular octagon, octagonal. 

1538 Leland I tin. 1 1 . 53 The work is 8-square. 2598 Hak- 
luyt Voy. II. 1. 204 It was eight square and very thicke. 
2680 Lond. Gaz. No. 1499/4 A small eight-square Watch. 
x’jxolbid. No. 4748/4 Two Silver polished Candlesticks eight 
square. ci 85 o H. Stuart Seaman's Catech. 75 All yards 
are made eight-square in the centre. 

quasi -adv, 2679 Plot Staffordsh. (1686) 369 The tower 
of the Church of Dilhorn.. is somewhat remarkable, it being 
built eight square. 1682 Wheler Journ. Greece v. 395 
He built a Tower eight square of Marble. C1850 Rudim. 
Navig. (Weale) 114 A short beam, .trimmed eight-square. 
Hence Sight-square sb., an octagonal figure ; 
Eight-square v., to fashion into octagonal shape. 

2794 Rigging Sea.ma.nsh. I. 21 A straight line is then 
struck, .and the eight-square lined from it. Ibid. 20 The 
..side is then canted up and eight-squared. 

t Ei’giitin, a. Obs. Forms; 3 e3ten(e)de, 
ehtende, (Orm.) ehhtennde, 4 eyh-. eytand, 
-end, aighteden, agt~, aghtand(e, -end, aghten, 
achtande, aught ene, 5 heghten, auehtand, 6 
egh-, ©73-, eyhtyn(e, eighytyn, auchtane, -in. 
[The northern form of Eighth ; perh. of Scan- 
dinavian origin; cf. ON. fahtundi) dttundi ; the 
intrusive n, due to the analogy of seventh (cf. 
ONorthumb. seofunftd), occurs also in OFris. ach- 
tundai] = Eighth. 


c 2200 Trin. Coll. Horn, 87 On }>& ehtende dai after J?« 
childes burde, frend shopen J? e child name, c 1250 Gen. 
<§* Ex. 2543 ©e e3tenede king amonaphis, Agenes qis folc 
hatel is. a 2300 Cursor M. 9269 j/e eyhtand sibile bigan to 
rise. Ibid. 10573 Of decembre b e aghten dai Was sco 
geten. c 2340 Hampole Prose Tr. (1866) 11 The aughtene 
commandement es that ‘ thou sail noghte here false wyttnes 
agaynes thi neghteboure c 1440 Melayne 828 All sold© 
come.. By the heghten day at none. ^ 2522 Test. Ebor . 
(Surtees) V. 150, I will that my executrix, .make an eghtyn 
day honestly for me. 2558 Lyndesay Dreme 531 The sewint 
[is callit] Thronus, the auchtin, Cherubin. 

b. Comb, t eightin - dele, -dole [lit. eighth 
part] : an obsolete measure of capacity. 

(Wey in Promp. Parv. says ‘ i of a coom ’ = 16 quarts ; the 
haughendo y aghendole of Lancashire may be the same word, 
though identified with HALVENDEALby the editors of Lane. 
Gloss. (E. D. S.), who quote conflicting explanations of it 
as ‘ 7 quarts ’, ‘ 8 pounds '.) 

2440 Promp. Parv. 137 Ey3tyndele, mesure. 1887 Rogers 
Agric. Prices V. 323 At Gawthorp. . Shuttleworth pays 
6d. for an eightendole. 

Eighty (^‘ti), a. (sb.) Forms: I (hund)eah- 
tatis, -sehtatis, -ehtatis, -eahtis, 3-4 ei3teti, 
5 ey3ty, 6 eyghty, eightie, 6- eighty. [OE. 
hundeahtatig, , f. hund- (prefix to the denary 
numerals : see Hundred) + eahta Eight + -tig 
OTeut. *tigiwiz plur. of *tegu-z decade (see -ty).] 

1 . The cardinal number equal to eight tens, 
represented by 80 or lxxx. Also with omission of 
sb. and in comb, with numbers below ten (ordinal 
and cardinal], as eighty-one , eighty-first , etc. 

£•825 Vesp. Psalter Ixxxix. [xc.] 10 In maehtum hundaehta- 
tiges gera — O. E. Chron. (Laud MS.) Introd., Gaius 
Iulius Romana Kasero mid hund ehtatigum scipum gesohte 
Brytene. 2297 R. Glouc. (18x0') 478 Endleue hundred 3er 
of grace, & ei^teti & thre. 2375 Barbour Bruce xvm. 349 
Auchty thousand he wes and ma. 2382 W yclif Isa. xxxvii. 
36 The aungil of the Lord smot in the tentus of Assiries an 
hund rid and fyue and ei3teti thousend. c 2440 Promp. 
Parv. 137 Ey3ty, octoginta . 1530 Palsgr. 367 Oct ante, 

eyghty, lxxx. 1594 Shaks. Rich. Ill, iv. i. 96 Eightie 
odde yeeres of sorrow haue I seene. 1655 Fuller Ch. 
Hist. ix. 187 Mr. Fox fore-told the mine and destruction of 
the Invincible (so called) Armado in the eighty eight. 2772 
Raper in Phil Trans. LXI. 533 When the Romans began 
to coin gold, it did not exceed the eighty-fourth part of their 
Pound. 2777 Robertson Hist . Amer. 1.1783) II. 217 In the 
year one thousand four hundred and eighty-five. 1872 
Morley Voltaire (1886) 47 Aspasia, now over eighty. 

2 . quasi ^ -sb. a. The age of eighty years, b. The 
eighties ; the years between eighty and ninety in 
a particular century. 

1835 E. Elliot Poems 222 He stoop’d no more, like tooth- 
less eighty. 1883 Seeley Expansion of Eng. 260 Adam 
Smith, writing in the eighties. 

6. Comb., as in eighty-gun ship. 

1747 J. Lind Lett. Navy i. (1757) 30, I have known some 
gentlemen captains of eighty gun ships, who . . were not 
old enough to be lieutenants. 2769 Falconer Diet. Marine 
(1789) Hh ij b, The 80-gun ships . . begin to grow out of 
repute. 

Eigne (<? 5 n), a. Law. [corrupt spelling of Ayne, 
ad. Fr. ainel\ First-born, eldest ; see Ayne. 

1586 Ferne Blaz. Gmtrie 286 Hee hath issue a sonne 
naturall by a concubine and after raarryeth the same concu- 
bine, him the lawyers of Englande, call a Bastarde eigne. 
16x3 Sir H. Finch Law (1636) 253 Where there be many of 
one name, diuersitie of the names must be put by addition of 
eigne, puisne, etc. 1677 Wycherley PI Dealer iv. i, Thou 
art not so much as Bastard eigne. 2809 Tomlins Law 
Did., Eigne , eldest or first-born ; as bastard eigne. 

b. Eigne title', a prior, superior title. Eigne 
estate : one that is entailed. 

1619 Dalton Countr. jfust. lxxxiii. (1630') 223 By reason 
of the eigne title of the disseisee, c 1640 J. Smyth Hundred 
of Berkeley (1885) 264 Hee was remitted to his eigne estate 
taile, to him and to the heires males of his body. 

Eigrette, obs. var. of Aigrette 2. 

1765 Foote Commissary j. I, Take care of the eigrette, 
leave the watch upon the table. 

Elk (Ik). Sc. 

1 . ‘The liniment used for greasing sheep* (Jam.). 

2. ‘A sort of unctuous perspiration that oozes 
through the pores of the skin of sheep in warm 
weather (Roxb.) ; often called sheep-eik 5 (Jam.). 

1641 Pari. Proc. 8 Sept, in Scotch Acts >1870) V. 598 Bi- 
caus the eik and filthines of the samene [wooll] is a great 
prejudice to the workeris thairof. 

Eik, Sc. form of Eke sb. and v. 

Eikon, var. of Icon. 

Eil, obs. form of Ail a. and v. 

Eild (tld), a. Sc. [? var. of Yeld al] Of a 
cow : Not giving milk, from being in calf, or 
from age. ' 

282a! W. J. Napier Pract. Storefarming 252 The gim- 
mers giving milk will consume more grass than when eild. 
1837 Lockhart Scott (1839) VI. 21 N o man could guess at 
how large a price Constable had estimated his eild kye. 

Eild, var. Eld, Obs., old age, Eldzl to grow old. 

’Eild, var. of Yield zl, to requite, 

Eildin(g, var. ff. Elding, fuel. 

Eildritch, var. of Eldrich. 

f Eileber. Obs. [App. a corrupt form of OE. 
ialifer (?f. 6 a river 4 - Liver), a plant used as a 
remedy for liver disease and. lumbago; ? Water 
Liverwort (Ranunculus aquatilis).] Some plant ; 
in Gerard’s ‘ List of names gathered out of antient 
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written and printed copies’ identified with Alii- 
aria {i.e. Sauce-alone, A. officinalis ). 

[c IOOO Sax. Leeckd. II. 64 Ealifer hatte wyrt.J X 597 
Gerard Herbal App. to Table. 1847 in Halliwell. 1878 
in Britten & Holl. 

Bilet, obs. form of Eyelet. 

Eilieli, a. Obs., dreadful, terrible : see Awly. 

■f Eillamd, Obs. rare. Also eillond. [OE. 
gland, f. (:-OTeut. *aljo~ other) + Land; cf. 
OS. elilendi adj. foreign, OHG. ali-, elilanti 
foreign, of another country, hence wretched (mod. 
G. elena). (The spelling is perh. due to confusion 
with eiland Island.)] A foreign land. 

Beowulf 3020 (Gr.) Eorl. .sceal. .ei land tredan. a *300 
Cursor M. 2189 Til eillandes Jolr ham drouu 
Eilond, obs. form of Island. 

Eine, obs. pi. of Eye. 

Einsent, obs. form of Enceinte a, 

Einsi^t, obs. var. of Eyesight. 

Birack (f'rak, ie-rak). Sc. Also earack, eft-, 
ee-, erock. [a. Gael, eireag—lv. eireogl\ A hen 
of the first year. 

1791 A. Wilson Laurel Disput. Wks. (1846) 123 Three fat 
eerocks fastened by the legs. 1795 Statist. A cc. XX. 81 Jam.) 
Eirack, a chicken. 1831 J. Wilson in Blackw . Mag-. XXIX. 
306 A simultaneous charge of cocks, hens, and earocks l 
Eird, obs. form of Earth; var. Ekd, Obs., dwell- 
ing. 

Eirdly, Sc. form of Earthly. 

Eir(e, obs. form of Am, Eyre, Heir. 

Eirede, var. Erede a ., Obs., lacking counsel. 
Eironarcli (orr/naik). fad. Gr. dprjvapxys, /* 
*lpi)vy peace + dpx uv to rule. (In English Latin 
eirenarcha is used for 4 justice of the peace’.)] 
An officer charged with preserving the public 
peace. Hence Eirena*rcMcal a., having the 
function of an eirenarch. J 3 i*reuarc 3 iy (see quot.). 

1641 J. Jackson True Evang. T. in. 173 The Messias. .is 
also Eirenarchicall, and atones. 1656 Blount Glossogr ., 
Eirenarchy , the office or Government of a Constable, or a 
Justice of the Peace. 1721-1801 Bailey, Eirenarch , a 
Justice of the Peace. 1775 in Ash. 1867 Pearson Early 
£ Mid. Ages Eng. I. 48 Under these, probably, were 
eirenarchs, or village bailiffs. 

BireniCj irenic (airrnik), a. rare. [ad. Gr. 
flprjvtKbs, f. Oip-qvTj peace.] Tending to or pro- 
ductive of peace. 

1878 N. Amer. Rev. 335 President Porter, in his admir- 
able and irenic opening of this discussion, makes it very 
difficult, for one who follows him. : 1883 Ch. Q. Rev. Jan. 
283 The ‘ eirenic ’ efforts or aspirations of Such divines. 

if Eirenicon (Oirf-nik^n). [ad. Gr. dpijntcbv, 
neut. of dpyvucbs: see prec.] A proposal tending to 
make peace ; an attempt to reconcile differences. 

[1636 {title) ELpr)vtK 6 v, a Poeme, wherein is persuaded the 
composing of the differences of all the faithful!.] 1865 
Pusey Truth Eng. Ch. (title-page), The Church of England 
a Portion of Christ’s Une Holy Catholic Church, and a 
Means of restoring visible Unity: An Eirenicon. 1886 
Fall Mall G. 19 June 1/2 We wait with interest to see Mr. 
Chamberlain’s response to the new Eirenicon. 

+ Ei-rant, var. of Errant, Obs. 

1587 Fleming Contn. Holinshed III. 1370/r A fesse in- 
dented sable charged with foure leuses heads eirant. 

+ Erres. Obs. rare ~ L . Some kind of hawk. 
(? Mistake for eyas.) 

1653 Walton Angler (ed. 2) 19 The Eires, the Brancher, 
the Ramish Hawk, the Haggard and the two sorts of 
Lentners. 

Ei'rmonger, Obs. [f. eir-en , ME. pi. of Egg 
+ Monger.^ A dealer in eggs. 
cx 30s St. Swithin 69 in E. E. P. (1862) 45 Mi}te eir- 
mongers nou fare so, pe baldellkere hi mi3te Huppe ouer 
diches. 

Eirn, obs. form of Yearn. 

Eiry, var. of Aery, Eerie, a. 

Eise, ? obs. var. of Easy. 
tEi'SelL Obs. Forms: 2-3 aisille, 2-4 
eisil, 3-5 aysel(l, -il, -ylle, (4 ay cel, -zell), 4-6 
aisel, -il, -ylle, (4 aissil, 5 ascill, ass-, asell(e), 
4-7 eisel(l, -ill, eysell(e, -seel, -ail, -syl, -zell, 
5 esylle, -zyl, (4 heysyl, 6 esile). [a. OF. aisil, 
aissil late L. *-acetillum, dim. of acetum vine- 
gar.] Vinegar. 

c 1160 Hatton Gosp. Mark xv. 36 Fylde ane spunge mid 
eisile. Ibid. John xix. 29 Da stod an fet full aisiles. a 1225 
Ancr. R. 404 pis eisii . . puruh fulle# mine pine. 41x240 
Wokunge in Cott. Horn. 283 Nu beden ha mi jeof. .aisille. 
a 1300 E. E. Psalter Ixviii. 22 [lxix. 21] In mi thriste with 
aysile dranke ]>ai me. 138. Antecrist in Todd 3 Treat. 
Wyclif\y$ Crist tasted eysel ; and pei nolden non but goode 
wynes. 4x420 Pallad. on Husb. vm. 134 In this moone is 
made Aisel squillyne. c 1430 Myrc 1884 Loke thy wyn be 
not eyseL 1557 Printer, XV O os F iv, I beseche thee for the 
bittemesse of the Aisell and Galle. 1602 Shaks. Ham. v. 
i. 299 Woo't drinke yp Esile, eate a Crocodile ? 1620 Venner 
Via Recta vi. 94 Eisell. .is also a good sauce. 1634 Har- 
ington Saleme Regim. 67 Summer-sauce should be ver- 
juyce, eyzell or vinegar. 

t Ei'Sful, a. Obs. Forms : 1 e3esfu.ll, 3 eei^es- 
ful, 2-3 eisful. [OE. tgesfull, f. %ges-a (= OS. 
egiso, OHG. ekiso OTeut. *agison -, f. *agis- : 
see Awe) + -ful.] Fearful, terrible. 

a 1000 Judith 21 Baes se rica ne wende, Egesfull eorla 
dryhten. c 1175 Lamb. Horn, xix Be lauerd seal beon li#e 
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pan godan and eisful pan dusian. _ c 2203 Lay. 17972 P&t is 
an aeiges-ful sune j?set of J>ine licame seal cume. ax 225 
St. Marker. 9 A3ein pis eisful wiht..help me mi lauerd. 

t Ei'Sie, v. Obs. In 2 eisian. [OE. $g(e)sian 
s=OS. egisbn, OHG. ekisSn OTeut. *agisbjan, f. 
*agis- terror: see Awe sb.} trans. To frighten. 

Beowulf 6 (Gr.) Oft Scyld . . egsode eorlfas]. c 1175 Lamb. 
Horn, xxr Swa mihtles . . pet he his men eisian ne der. 

f Eislicll, a. Obs . Forms : 1 eseslic, 2 eislic, 

3 eiselich, 4 aisliche. [OE. $gesllc, f. lgfs-a terror 
(see Eisful) + -lie, -ly 1 ; cf. OS. egislic, eislic, 
OHG. ekisltk. ] Fearful, terrible. 

4888 K. iELFRED Boeth. xxxv. § 6 Da wais &er eac swiSe 
egeslic geatweard, Sees nama sceolde bion Caron. 41000 
Wulfstan Addr. Engl, in Sweet Reader 108 Eall oset 
sindon micle and ejeslice daeda. c 1x7s Lamb. Ho?n. 87 
Eislic swei and blawende beman. c 1200 Trin. Coll. Horn. 
67 To beregen us. .wiS )?e eiseliche shame. 

Hence ELsliche adv. a. Fearfully ; b. Timidly. 
41x75 Lamb. Horn. 41 He3e treon eisliche beorninde et- 
foren helle 3ete. 4 1394 P. PI- Crede 341 pere y auntrede 
me in & ai[s]liche y seide. 

Eissel, Sc. form of Eassel. 

Eist, var. of Este a. Obs. dainty. 

|| Eisteddfod (^Ste-ftwd). [Welsh ; lit * ses- 
sion’, f. eistedd to sit.] A congress of (Welsh) 
bards. 

1822 Ann. Reg. 1. Chron. 428 An Eisteddfodd, or Con- 
gress of Bards, was held, .last week. 1847 National Cycl. 
II. 858 Since the time of Queen Elizabeth no royal com- 
mission has been issued for holding an eisteddfod. 

Hence Eiste*ddfodism. 

x868 Lond. Q. Rev. Oct. 53 That eisteddfodism by which 
Mr. M. Arnold seems to have been bitten. 

Eister, obs. Sc. var. of Easter a. 

Eisy, obs. var. of Easy. 

f Eistrrcion. Obs. rare - 1 . ? Erroneous form 
of Extraction (OFr. estracion). 

4 1460 Pol. Rel. Sf L. Poems (1866) 2 Growinge be eistri- 
cion, that worthi and wis is, Concayued in wedlocke. 
Eitcli, obs. var. of Eatche, Sc., adze. 

Eitli, Sc. form of Eath. 

Either (f’tSaj, si-Ss-i), a. (fron.) and adv. 
(conf). Forms : 1 ses-, des-, dshweetSer, 1-2 
ee^Ser, 2 eiSSer, (3 Orm. 633’Ser), 3 seiSer, aieper, 
2-4 ©ii 5 er, eiper, 3-5 aiper, aither, ayther, 
(ay der, 5 eyder), 3-6 ether, (? 4-6 aper, ather, 
-ir, 4 euther, ewther), 3-7 eyther, -thir, (5 
eithar), 6 eather, 4- either. See also Er. 
[OE. seghwsefter (contracted segper) — OHG. eogi- 
hwedar (MHG. iegeweder), f. WGer. *aiwo(n (in 
OE. d, 6 ) Ay, always + *gihwaparo-z (in OE. 
gehwseber: see Y- and Whether) each of two. 

In OE. and early ME. the word appears only in its 
original sense * each of two or as adv. = ‘ both ' ; but about 
the beginning of 14th c. it assumed the disjunctive sense 
‘one or the other of two* (and the corresponding adverbial 
use), which properly belonged to OE. dkwseoer, dwber, 
ME. ozv\>er, o\>er (see OutherI This disjunctive sense has 
so far prevailed that in mod. Eng. such expressions as on 
either side— ‘ on both sides’ are felt to be somewhat arch., 
and must often be avoided on account of their ambiguity. 
The word OuTHER became obs. in literary use in 16th c,; 
its mod. dial, forms (pronounced 9832, sSoji, etc.) are popu- 
larly regarded as belonging to either. (It is not quite clear 
whether the forms aper aikir in Sc. from 14th to 16th c. 
should not be referred to Outher ; cf. OE. door.)] 

The pronunciation (si'Sax), though not in accordance with 
the analogies of standard Eng., is in London somewhat 
more prevalent in educated speech than frSax), The or- 
thoepists of 17th c. seem to give (5 ttai, ; Jones 1701 
has (e‘ 5 ax) and (si Sax), Buchanan (1766) has (ai'Sax) without 
alternative (see Ellis, Early Eng. Pron . ix, x.). Walker 
(1791) says that (f 5 ax) and (ai'Sax' are both very common, 
but gives the preference to the former on the ground of 
analogy and the authority of Garrick. Smart (1849) says 
that ‘there is little in point of good usage to choose' be- 
tween the two pronunciations, though in the body of his 
dictionary he, like earlier orthoepists, gives (?’ 5 ax) without 
alternative. 

A. adj. {pron.) 

I. Each of the two. 

1 . As adj. used attrib. 

4893 K. Alfred Or os. 1 . xi. § 1 Hwa is paette ariman 
maege hwaet |?aer moncynnes forwearS on aegSere hand. 
1297 R. Glouc. (Rolls) 1439 Muche folc in ei)?er half to 
gronde me slou. a X300 Cursor M. 12881 pe holi strem of 
flum iordane On aeij?erside stude still as stane. 1340 Ham- 
pole Pr. Consc. 1274 Bot with pe world comes dam fortone, 
pat ayther hand may chaung sone. 1375 Barbour Bruce n. 
346 On athir syd thus war thai yhar. 4x420 Anturs of 
Arth. xxxix, Aythire freke appoune fold has fastned his 
spere. 1535 Coverdale Ezek. xl. 48 By the walles also 
were pilers, on either syde one. 1628 Hobbes Thucyd. 
(1822) 25 The standard being on either side lift up, they 
joind battle. 1762 Falconer Skipwr. Proem 40 The 
fierce extremes of either zone. 1820 Scott Ivanhoe in, 
There was a huge fireplace at either end of the halL 1842 
Tennyson E. Morris 37 Either twilight and the day be- 
tween. 

tb. With plural sb. : — ‘ both’. Also (rarely), 
either both , in same sense. Obs. 

1561 T. Norton Calvin's Inst. 1. Pref., They all endeuor 
..to kepe still eyther bothe kingdome safe. 1586 Let. 
Earle Leycester 20 The Lords and Commons in either 
houses assembled. x6o8 Topsell Serpents 694 Upon either 
feet they [skinks] have five distinct fingers or claws, 

f c. With possessive pron. interposed before the 
sb. Obs. rare. 


4 1303 St. Kenelm 355 in E. E. P. (1862) 57 Out berste 
aipere hire [the queen’s] 630 & fulle adoun vpe hire sautere 
f d. Either other : each of the two. (In quot 
with pi, vb. as if= f both ’.) Obs. 

x$z 6 Tindale Lev. Prol., For which cause either other of 
them were ordained. 

f 2. absol. as pron . ; used both of persons and 
things. Often followed by of with pi. sb. or pron. 
(In ME. with, genit. pi. in same sense ; in the case 
of pronouns this survived until 17th c., e.g. Your 
either = 4 either of you Obs. or arch. 

4X000 Ags. Gosp. Matt. ix. 17 Hig doS niwe win on niwe 
bytta, and segder by# geheaiden. 4x173 Lamb. Horn. 15 
Eour eyj>er sunegao bi-foran drihten. 4x200 Trin. Coll. 
Horn. 141 Hur eider alum# pe se. 4x200 Qrmin 119 Forr 
e33per here }ede swa Rihht affterr Godess lare. 4x205 
Lay. 15982 ri£iSer [4 1273 aij>er] wende to his hole, a 1300 
Cursor M. 8360 And did pair ether dun for to sitt. 4x420 
Pallad. on Husb. 1. 808 So shall her eitheres werke been 
overblowe With colde or hoote. 1479 Bury Wills (1850) 
54, I beqwethe to eyther of myn executors xls. 1335 Cover- 
dale Ruth i. 9 Ye maiefynde reste ether of you in hir husz- 
bandes house. 1391 Spenser M. Hubberd 551 So parted 
they, as eithers way them led. 16x3 Chapman Odyss. 
iv. 79 The portraiture of Joye-sustain’d and sceptre-bearing 
kings Your either person in his presence brings. 1676 in 
Picton L'pool Munic. Rec. (1883) I. 268 The Serjeant and 
Water Baylive shall have either a cloak. 1759 Goldsm. 
Misc. Wks. (1837) HI. 219 Fontenelle and Voltaire were 
men of unequal merit; yet how different has been the fate 
of either. 

f b. With plural concord. Obs. 

1542 Udall Erasm. Apoph . 53 b, Either of them as naked 
as ever they wer born. 1647 W. Browne tr. Pole x. n. 90 
Either of them have treated me as the scandall . .of my Sex. 
c. Sometimes — each (of more than two things). 
1388 R. Parke tr. Mendoza! s Hist. China 76 The other 
thirteene prouinces that do remaine haue eyther of them a 
vizroy or governor. 1867 Howells Ital. Jourtt. 228 Just 
above the feet, at either of the three corners, is an exquisite 
. .female bust. 

t d. Either other : » * each other * : cf. Each. 
Obs. exc. in form either . . the other. 

Usually the two words were in different grammatical re- 
lations, one of them (in most cases the former) being the 
subj., and the other governed in acc., genit., or dat. by a vb., 
sb., or prep. Sometimes, however, either other became a 
compound icf. each other\ and might be governed by a prep. 

a 1000 Andreas 1053 (Gr.)^EgSer para eorla o#rum trymede 
Heofonrices hyht. 4 1200 Trin. Coll. Horn. 213 pesse wise 
biswike# her ai#er oSer. 4x203 Lay. 3932 Eiper hateden 
oper. a 1300 Floriz $ Bl. 509 Eiper oper sone ikneu. a 1300 
Cursor M. 799 Quen ayder biheld oper naked, For scham 
pay stode bath and quakid. c 1320 Sir Bettes 1991 Ather 
askede of otheres stat. 1393 Langland P. PI. C. xxi 127 
Ayper axed of oper of pis grete wonder. 1398 Trevisa 
Barth. De P. R. v. i. (1495) 99 Membres helpen eyther 
other. X439 E. E. Wills (.1882) 124 Aither aftir othir in the 
taile. 1471 Hist. Arriv all Edw. IV (1838) 19 There was 
a greate myste and letted the syght of eithar othar. 15. . 
Kyng to Hermyt 5x3 in Hazl. E. P. P.l. 33 Ather betau^t 
other gode dey. 1552 Lyndesay Monarche 4023 Athens 
deand in vtheris armis. 1593 Shaks. Lucr. 66 Beauties red 
and Vertues white, Of eithers colour was the other Queene. 
1677 Hale Prim. Grig. M an. 297 There seems to be a more 
connatural Transmutation of either into other. 1874 Mor* 
ley Compromise (1886) 103 The rights of either to disturb 
the other. 

II. One or other of the two. 

3 . As adj. used attrib. 

4x300 Beket 2247 He mi3te. .wende up aither side. 41320 
Sir Tristr. (1886) 356 Chese onaiper hand. 1667 Milton 
P. L. 1.424 Spirits when they please Can either Sex assume, 
or both. 1740 Chesterf. Lett. I. lx. 170 When the sun shines 
on either side of us (as it does mornings and evenings) the 
shadows are very long. 1788 Gibbon Decl. <§■ F. (1846) VI. 
190 The artificial thunder, in the hands of either nation, 
must have turned the fortune of the day. 

If Incorrectly with plural vb. 

X874 Ruskin Val cCArno 1x9, I don't mean that either of 
the writers I name are absolutely thus narrow in their own 
views. 

tb. Either other : one or the other of two. Obs. 
1532 More Confut. Tindale Wks. (1557) 707/2 Wythoute 
anye chaunge of beliefe on eyther other syde. 1367 J ewel 
Def. Apol. (1611) 100 Let him take whether he liketh best, 
if either other of these words shall serue his turne. 

4 . absol. as pron . (Formerly sometimes inflected 
in genit.) 

1548 Coverdale Erasm. Par. xCor. iii. 15 If eythers worke 
be with fyre destroyed, the workeman shall lose his labour. 
1593 Hooker Eccl. Pol. 1. x. fx6ix) 25 If wee bee both or 
eyther of these. 1802 Med. Jml. VIII. 188 It is by no 
means necessary to determine a preference between the two 
. .since either of them may be resorted to. 1848 Macaulay 
Hist. Eng. I. 164 Whatever was ridiculous or odious in 
either increased the scorn and aversion which the multitude 
felt for both. 1866 Crump Banking viii. 167 Either causes 
a loss to the community. 

Incorrectly witb plural vb, 

1833 Bp. Thirlwall Philolog. Museum 11. 656 Religious 
rites by which either Thebes or Eleusis were afterwards 
distinguished. 

f b. Either of both : = * either of the two \ Obs. 
a 157 s Abp. Parker Corr. 396, I never heard of either of 
them both till your honour had sent me your last letters. 
1621 Ainsworth Annot. Pentat. (1639) 86 Wives were taken 
in Israel by bils of Dowry, and solemne espousals ; but 
concubines without either of both. 

C. Sometimes = any one (of more than two% 
x6x6 Hieron Wks. (1624) II. 11 That doctrine which 
tends to the furtherance of all or either of these three. 1796 
EncycL Brit. XVII. 566 Rubens, Jordens, and Snyders, 
used to co-operate in each other's, .pictures, .and thus they 
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became more valuable than if finished by either of them 
singly- 1845 Stephen Laws Eng-. II, 31 If either of them 
[several methods] be found to fail. 

B. as adv. (conj.) 

I. Adverbial uses of A. I. 
f I. In OE. and early ME. — Both. In the oldest 
use followed by ge . . ge, or ge . . and ; afterwards 
ge was omitted, and being retained in the second 
place. Obs. 

£•893 K. Alfred Oros. n. v. § 8 -®3)>er &e of Scibjnum ge 
of Crequm. a 1067 Chart. Eadiveard in Cod. Dipl. IV. 
227 riSgSer ge binnan burh and butan. a 1175 Cott. Horn. 
223 Be] imugon secnowen ei 33 er god and euyl. cxs.'js 
Lamb. Horn. 23 Bute J?u heo alle for-lete eiSer 3c j?a. ane 3e 

f ,a o'6er. a 1200 Moral Ode 32 in E.E. P. (1862) 24 Ay)>er to 
utel & to muchel. c 120 $ Lay. 30887 AiSer [c 1273 bojxe] bi 
worden and by writen. 

'f 2 . Used to connect more than two terms. Obs. 
c 1175 Lamb. Bom . 1x5 EiSer $e on hergunge 3e on hungre 
3e on cwalme 3e on uniwidere 3e on wilde deoran. 

II. Adverbial uses of A. II. 

8. Introducing the mention of alternatives, 
a. Either . . or, \ either .. o{ti)ther. (Formerly 
either might be preceded by an adj. ; see quot. 
3594 .) 

138. Wyclif Set . Wks. Ill, 297 EJxer to kyng .. o)?er to 
deukis. c 1385 Chaucer L. G . W. Prol. 5 Non. .that eythir 
hath in heuyn or in hell I -be. c 1420 Pallad . on Husb. 1. 
25 Eyther springing there Or elles thider brought from elles 
where. 1540 Cromwell in Ellis Orig. Lett, 11. 142 II. 168, 
I never thought treson to your Highnes . . ay ther in woorde or 
dede. 1363 Homilies 11. Rogation Wk. iv, (1859) 498 They 
either quite ear them up. .or else, etc. 1593 Hooker Eccl. 
Pol. 1. ii, How should either men or Angels be able perfectly 
to behold? 1594 Bp. J. King Jonas , $c. (1618; 623 The 
mutable and transitory either pleasures or profits of this life. 
1713 Berkeley Hylas fy P. x. Wks. 1871 I. 291 Either, 
Hylas, you are jesting, or have a very bad memory. 1875 
Jowett Plato (ed. 21 III. 266 A narration of events, either 
past, present, or to come. 

fb. Either . . either : = either . . or. Obs. 

3551 Recorde Pathw. Knowl. Pref., Knowledge .. that 
maye appertaine either to good gouernance in time of 
peace, eyther wittye pollicies in time of warre. 1574 Hel- 
lowes Gueuara’s Ep. (1584) 20 In those golden times either 
philosophers did governe, either else governours did use 
philosophic. 1588 A. King tr. Canisius' Cateck. G viij b, 
Ather on y e day self of y J sequinoxe, ather ellis on y- day 
nixt yairefter. 

f 4 . « Or. Also, either else — or else. Obs. 

138. Wyclif Antecr. in Todd 3 Treat. Wyclif 118 Who 
ever clepij? himself unyversal prest eiber desire)? to be 
clepid. 1395 Purvey Remonstr. (1851) 8 The cruelte of all 
thevis eithir robberis. 1483 Caxton G. de la Tour K vij b, 
She was brente eyther stoned with stones. 1546 Coverdale 
Lords Supper Wks. 1844 I. 462 Perhaps men would have 
forgotten themselves, either else the mercy of God should 
not have been so much known as it ought to be. 1583 
Stubbes Anat. Abus. n. 10 Either else they would neuer be 
so desirous of reuenge. 1622 Bible Luke vi. 42 Either 
[x88x Revised , Or] how canst thou say to thy brother. 

5 , a. As an alternative, 4 which way you please *. 
b. In negative or interrogative sentences: Any 
more than the other. 

£■1400 Destr. Troy 1479 Or Alisaunder ewther was bis 
other name. 1601 Shaks. Twel. N. 11. v. 206 To. Wilt thou 
set thy foote o’ my necke? An. Or o’ mine either? _ 1828 
Scott F. M. Perth xxxii, Thy sex cannot help that either. 
Mod. If you do not go I will not go either. If John had 
said so, or William either, I could believe it. 

Eittin, obs. Sc. pa. pple of Eat. 

Ejaculate (i'dgse’ki^kit), v. [f. L. ejaculate 
ppl. stem of ejaculari , f. e out + jacu lari to dart, 
f. jaculum javelin.] 

fl» traits. To dart or shoot forth; to throw out 
suddenly and swiftly, eject. Obs. in general sense. 

1613 R. C. Table Alph. (ed. 3) Ejaculate , cast out. 1662 
Lovell Hist. A mm. Min. 102 They [Porcupines] have. . 
prickles . . which they ejaculate. 1762 tr. Busckings Syst. 
Geog. III. 179 The stones thus ejaculated have been found 
to contain all kinds of minerals. 

b. spec. To eject fluids, etc. from the body. 

1578 Banister Hist. Man vi. 88 To eiaculate seede into 
the matrice. 1638 T. Whitaker Blood of Grape 35 So doth 
the heart eiaculate the influent spirit. 1693 Urquhart 
Rabelais in. xxxi. The cavernous nerve, whose office is to 
ejaculate the moisture, 2807 Ann. Reg. 823 The spider 
. . ejaculates .. several threads. 1816 Kirby & Sp. Entomol. 
(1828) II. xvii. 68 To ejaculate its venom into the wound. 
1836-9 Todd Cycl. Anat. II. 422/1 A. .tube through which 
the seminal liquor is. .ejaculated. 1878 tr. Ziemssen’s Cycl. 
Med. VIII. 905 A man who could never ejaculate. 

+ c. transf and Jig. Obs. 
c 1630 Jackson Creed v. xxv, The sun ..can., ejaculate 
his beams upon any body capable of heat and illumination. 
1679 Bp. of Hereford Let. Popish idol. 22 [They] groan 
and sigh, as if they would breath forth and ejaculate their 
very Hearts unto it. 1704 Swift Mech. O per at. Spirit 
(1711) 280 There are three general ways of ejaculating the 
Soul, ijxz Blackmore Creation 13 The mighty magnet , . 
Its active rays ejaculated thence Irradiate all the wide cir- 
cumference. 1853 Kane Grinnell Exp. xli. (1856) 374 A 
hissing sound, ejaculated by sudden impulse. 

2 . To utter suddenly (a short prayer; now in 
wider sense, any brief expression of emotion). 
Also absol. 

x666 Pepys Diary 23 July (1879I IV. 22, I could not but 
with hearty thanks to Almighty God ejaculate my thanks to 
him. 2791 Mrs. Inchbald Simp. Story I. iv. 38 Miss 
Woodley ejaculated a short prayer to herself. 2865 Carlyle 
Fredk. Gt. II. vn. vi. 314 But where can the Prince be? 


he kept ejaculating. 2872 Liddon Elem. Relig. vi. 184 We 
may of course ejaculate to such a thing if we like. 

Hence Eja'culated ppl. a. 

2722 Ken Christophil Poet. Wks. 1721 I. 524 Each Mo- 
ment by ejaculated Pray’r W’e keep Possession of our 
Mansion there. 2863 Farrar Chapters on Lang, too We 
may condense into a single ejaculated monosyllable, all, 
and more than all, of a whole sentence. 

Ejaculation (idsseda^-jbn). [as if a, L. 
*ejaculation~em , f. as prec. : see -ation.] 
ti. The action of hurling (missiles) ; the spouting 
out (of water) ; the throwing up (stones, etc. by 
subterranean forces). Obs. 

2620 Guillim Heraldry iv. xiv. (x66o) 332 Man . ; furnished 
himself to the full, .with Instruments of ejaculation. 1625 
K. Long tr. Barclay’ s Argenis 11. xxii. 143 Ashes . . carried 
many miles.. with their own violent ejaculation. 2633 Bp. 
Hall Hard Texts 238 A sling , . should be altogether for 
ejaculations. 2762 tr. B use king’s Syst. Geog. III. 61 When 
the ejaculation is strong and brisk, the petroleous wells are 
observed to become very turbid. 2818 Ann. Reg., Chron. 
495 [He] spouted out of his mouth, .several tuns of water. . 
This ejaculation was received with the highest applause. 

2. The sudden ejection or emission (of seed, 
fluids, etc.) from the animal or vegetable system. 

2603 Holland Plutarch’s Mor. 1301 The ejaculation or 
casting foorth of naturall seed. 2646. Sir T. Browne Pseud. 
Ep. hi. iv. 1 13 The vessels of ejaculations. 2677 Grew Anat. 
Fruits v. § 19 That violent and surprising Ejaculation of the 
Seeds. 2727 Bradley Fam. Diet. 1 . s. v. Bee , The Bees . . 
are generated . . by the Ejaculation of a little Crystalline 
Water into the Bottom of the small Cells in the Combs. 
2807 Ann. Reg. 823 The ejaculation or darting of the 
[spider’s] threads is doubted. 1865 Reader No. 252. 576/3 
Ejaculation of aqueous fluid from leaves. 

£5. transf. and fig. a. The emission of rays (by 
a luminary), of occult or magical influence, etc. 
b. The putting up of short earnest prayers in 
moments of emergency; the hasty utterance of 
words expressing emotion. 

2625 Bacon Envy, Ess. (Arb.) 51 1 There seemeth to be 
acknowledged, in the Act of Enuy an Eiaculation . . of the 
Eye. a 1635 Naunton Fragm. Reg. (Arb.) 20 In the ejacu- 
lation of her prayers on her people, a 1657 Sir J. Balfour 
Ann. Scott. (1824-5) II. 73 The suns eiaculatxone of his 
beames wpone the earthe, more then 6,900,000 myles. 2866 
G. Macdonald Ann. Q. Neighb. vii. (1878) 201 An ejacula- 
tion of love is not likely to offend Him. 

4. concr. Also fig. a. gen. 

2708 Motteux Rabelais iv. xviii. (2737) 77 Lightnings, 
fiery Vapours, and other aerial Ejaculations. 1842-4 Emer- 
son Ess. Poet Wks. (Bohn) I. 268 The religions of the world 
are the ejaculations of a few imaginative men. 

b. spec. A short prayer ‘ darted up to God ’ 
(Fuller) in an emergency. In wider sense: A 
short hasty emotional utterance. 

1624 T. Gokins Hallowed be Thy Name in Farr’s S. P. 
(1847) 325 Thou takest recreation In. . one eiaculation. 2656 
Finett For. Ambass. 237, I found by bis ejaculations that 
they repented of their punctillios. 2684-5 in Ellis Orig. 
Lett. 1. 382 III. 338 The other Bishops giving their assistance 
.. with very good ejaculations. 2790 Burke Fr. Rev. 24 
He makes the lords and commons fall to a pious, legislative 
ejaculation. 2863 Fr. Kemble Resid. Georgia 233 The 
usual chorus of. .ejaculations of welcome. 

Ejaculative (idsarki^lativ), a. [f. as Ejacu- 
late + -ive.] a. Of the nature of an ejaculation, 
f b. Pertaining to the emission of occult influence 
(obs.). 

2660 Z. Crofton Fasten. St. Peter's Fett. 58 [It] can be 
no warrant for such premeditated, ejaculative expressions, 
to be prescribed in set and publick prayer. 2603 F lorio 
Montaigne 1. xx. (2632) 44 The Tortoises and the Estriges 
hatch their egges with their looks only, a signe that they 
have some ejaculative vertue. 2842 Disraeli Amen. Lit. 
(1859 ) 35 A* 1 Anglo-Saxon poem has the appearance of a 

collection of short hints, .curt and ejaculative. 

II Eja*CUlator. Phys. [mod.L. f. ejaetda-ri to 
Ejaculate.] (See quot.) 

2727-52 Chambers Cycl., Ejaculator in anatomy, a name 
applied to two muscles of the genitals, from their office in 
the ejaculation of the seed. 

Ejaculatory (^se-ki^latsri), a. [f. as prec. 

+ -OBY.] 

1, fa. Adapted for ejecting (a missile, or the 
like), b. Phys. That is concerned in the ejection 
of semen, etc. 

2655 Evelyn Mem. (1857) X.322 The bullet's falling on the 
ejaculatory spring. 2666 J, Smith Old Age (ed. 2) 117 
Seminary vessels both preparatory, and ejaculatory. 2752 
Chambers Cycl., Ejaculatory .. ducts, or canals, arising 
from the vesiculae seminales. 2860 Sir H. Thompson Dis. 
Prostate (1868) 7 Two slight lines of depression . . indicate 
the tracks of the ejaculatory ducts. 2861 Hulme tr. Mo- 
quin- Tandon 11. 1. 47 The excretory canal of the gland, 
called Ejaculatory Duct. 

t 2. Inclined to ejaculate; given to abrupt, im- 
pulsive expression. Obs. 

2644 Quarles Barnabas $ B. To Rdr., This small Essay 
(the epitome of his ejaculatory soul). 

3. Of the nature of or resembling an ejaculation 
or sudden utterance. (Originally of prayers : see 
Ejaculation 4 b ; now in wider sense.) 

2644 Sir E. Dering Prop. Sacr. Ciijb, In hymns and 
Psalms ejaculatory passages . . are warranted. 2698 W. 
Chilcot Evil Thoughts vi, (28511 65 Not only in ejacula- 
tory, but in our set prayers. 2748 Smollett Rod. Rand. 

I xv. (1804) 472 Strap . . venting ejaculatory petitions to 
Heaven for our safety. 1852 Longf. Gold. Leg. Convent of 
Hirschau , To breathe an ejaculatory prayer. 


4. quasi-^A = Ejaculation 4 b. rare. 

1883 Harper’s Mag. Mar.^ 575/1 "Indeed, I have reason 
to know it/ was the severe ejaculatory. _ 

Eject (rd^ekt), sb. [ad. JL. eject-um , neut. of 
ejecins thrown out ; see next. The term was coined 
by Prof. Clifford on analogy of subject, object .] 
Something (viz. a sensation or mental state other 
than our own) which is neither an actual nor a 
conceivable object of our consciousness, but which 
is inferred to be a real existence analogous in kind 
to our own sensations or mental states. 

2878 Clifford Tkmgs-in-thems . , Led. $ Ess. (1886) 275, 

I propose.. to call these inferred existences ejects, things 
thrown out of my consciousness, to distinguish them from 
objects , things presented in my consciousness, phenomena. 
2883 Romanes Ment. Evol. Anim. i. 22 The evidence de- 
rived from ejects is practically regarded as good in the 
case of mental organizations inferred to be closely analogous 
to our own. 2884 — in Nature XXIX. No. 747. 380 The 
eject of my contemplation is the xnind of a dog. _ 2885 C. 
L. Morgan Springs of Cond. in. ii. 267 My neighbour's 
mind, feelings, motions are ejects to me ; they can never be 
objects. 

t Eje'Ct, pple . Obs. [ad. L. eject-us, f. ejicere , f. 
e out + jacere to throw.] Used as pa. pple. of next. 

1432-50 tr. Higden (1865) I. 123 The inhabitatores of 
whom somme tyme eiecte and put m captiuite. 2526 Pilgr. 
Perf. (W. de W. 2531) 208 b, Now is the prynce of y a 
worlde eiecte & casten out. 

Eject (id^e’kt), v. [ad. L. eject-are, freq. of 
ejicere to throw out, f. e out + jacere to throw ; or 
directly f. eject- ppl. stem of ejicere. As in many 
other Eng. vbs. identical in form with L. ppl. 
stems, the precise formation is somewhat doubtful ; 
the senses are derived partly from ejicere, partly 
from ejectarel\ 

1. trans. To throw out from within. 

1607 Topskll Fourf. Beasts 197 Seethe the same till all 
the scum or earthy substance thereof be ejected. 2644 
Evf.lyn Mem. (1857) I. 62 In the Queen’s Garden is a Diana 
ejecting a fountain. 1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. lit 
xxii. 165 To reduce that indigestible substance [gold] into 
such a forme as may not he ejected by seidge. 1807 Med. 
Jrnl. XVII. 222 He died .. while endeavouring to eject 
saliva. 2830 Lyell Princ. Geol. (1875) II. n. xxxiii. 217 If 
stones are thrown into the Crater they are instantly ejected. 

b. transf. and fig. ; esp. To dart forth, emit 
(flames, light, etc.). 

2598 B. Jonson Ev. Man in Hum. n. iii, Every look or 
glance mine eyes ejects [x6ox mine eye objects]. 2630 
Drayton Muses Elyz. Nym. 78 The Carbunckle. .a flaming 
light And radiency eiectetb. 1620 Quarles Jonah (1638) 
35 His home-bred stomack’s curb’d ^or quite ejected. 2738 
Brooke Jerusalem Deliv. iii. 10 His arms and eager eyes 
ejecting flame. .Tancred came. 1742 Young Nt. Th. I. 258 
How groaning hospitals eject their dead ! 

2. To expel, drive out (by force or with indig- 
nity) from any place or position. 

2555 Eden Decades W. Ind. m. vi. (Arb.) 262 A1 the 
barbarous Kynges & Idolatours beinge eiected. 2607 
Shaks. Cor. iii. i. 287 To dispatch This Vxporous Traitor; 
to eiect him hence Were but one danger. 2672 Milton 
P. R. 1. 414 Ejected, emptyed, gazed, unpityed, shun’d, A 
spectacle of ruin or of scorn. 2726 Swift bee’s Birthday 
Wks. 1819 XIV. 542 If the gout should seize the head, 
Doctors pronounce the patient dead ; But if they can. .eject 
it to th’ extremest parts, etc. 2828 D’Israeli Chas. /, L 
viii. 270 Those inferior minds, who had ejected the master- 
spirit from their councils. 2863 Fr. Kemble Rest'd. Georgia 
57 They [two free black preachers] have lately been ejected 
from the place. 

T b. In pass, with omission of from. Obs . (Cf. 
to be banished the country .) 

2657 J. Smith Ply si. Rket. 64 And for that they would be 
justified by the works of the law, were ejected the house of 
God. 2660 T. Watson in Spurgeon Treas. Dav. Ps. xvi. 
xx Austin saith ‘Lord., if I might see thy face one day; 
but alas ! were it only a day, then to be ejected heaven 

3. To expel from a dignity or office. Also, To 
turn out, evict (a person) from property or pos- 
sessions ; esp. in Law. 

2570-6 Lambarde Peramb. Kent { 1826) 229 The Abbat. . 
eiected the Kings Clarke. 2623 Bingham Xenophon 127 
That I might be reuenged vpon them, that had eiected vs 
out of our patrimony. 2653 Baxter Ckr. Concord 127 If 
they can prove their Ministers fit to he ejected, let them 
there prove it. 1794 S. Williams Vertnont 217 When the 
executive officers came to eject the inhabitants, from their 
houses and lands. 1836 H. Rogers J. Howe ii. (2863! 28 
[The elder Howe] was not the man for Loughborough, and 
he was consequently ejected. 2879 Froude Caesar iii. 20 
He had ejected disreputable senators from the Curia. 

II Eject ament a (z'd^e^ktame-nta), sb. pi. [pi. 
of L. ejeetdmentum, f. efeetdre: see prec.] Sub- 
stances ejected by eruptive forces. 

2863 Lyell Antiq. Man x. (ed. 3) 192 Yet the cone, an 
incoherent heap of scoriae and spongy ejectamenta, stands 
unmolested. 2879 Rutley Stud. Rocks, iv. 32 These frag- 
mentary ejectamenta are often thrown high into the air. 

J Ejjecta*tion. Obs .~ 0 [f. as prec.: see - ation.] 
1736 Bailey, Ejectation, a casting or throwing out, 2775 
Ash, Ejectation t,not much used, from eject), the act of 
casting out. :: 

Ejected (idge'kted), ppl. a. [f. Eject v. + -ed,] 
X. Thrown out from the interior of anything. 

2756 C. Lucas Ess. Waters II. 165 If the water be.. upon 
the fire, .these ejected bubbles will be more apparent. 1799 
Kirwan Geol. Ess. 269 The low heat of the ejected lava. 
2853 Kane Grinnell Exp. xlviii. (2856) 445 That singular 
ejected rock, the Devil’s Thumb. 1856 — Arct. Expl. 
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I. xxiv. 320 The young gulls were feeding on the ejected 
morsel. 

2 . Expelled from a country, or from an office ; 
evicted, turned out from a possession, tenancy, etc. 

1649 Milton Eikon. Wks. 1738 _ I. 408 True policy will 
teach them to find a safer interest in the common friendship 
of England, than in the ruins of one ejected Family. 1665 
Marvell Corr. xlviii. Wks. 1872 II. 183 Non-conformist 
ejected Ministers. 1836 H. Rogers % Howe iv. (1863) ri6 
But though Howe was an ejected minister, he could not 
consent to be a silenced one, 

Ejecting (/dge-ktiij), vbl. sb. [f. Eject v. + 
-ing 1 .] Casting out, expulsion. 

1602 Fulbecke 1st. Pi. Par all. 100 Our law punisheth. . 
the immature electing of any of these out of the wombe. 169a 
Bentley Boyle Led. 26 The miracles of our Lord, - were, .for 
the real benefit and advantage of men, by. . ejecting of devils. 

Ejection f.id^e-kjsn). [ad. L. ejectidn-em, n. of 
action f. ejicere : see Eject $7 .] 

1. The action of casting out from within. F or- 
merly applied spec, in Physiology (see quot. 1751). 

1613 R. C. Table Alfih. (ed. 3 } Election, a casting forth. 
*636 Healey Epidet-us' Man., Cebcs 135 Her owne receipt 
, .which purgeth out all their ingulphed evils, as by vomit 
or ejection. 1632 French Yorksk. Spa viii. 74 There is no 
ejection of their excrements by stool for two or three dayes. 
1751 Chambers CycL, Ejection, the act of throwing out or 
discharging anything at some of the emunctories ; as by 
stool, vomiting or the like. 1813 Eustace Tour Italy 1. 
(R.) The vast ejection of ashes, .must have left a large void 
in its [Vesuvius'] centre. 1862 Darwin Fertil. Orchids vi. 
260, I pricked deeply the column . . without causing the 
ejection of this pollinium. 1881 Stokes in Nature No. 625. 
597 The ejection of gas from the body of the sun. 

b. carter. Something ejected ; spec . by a volcano. 

1654 Gayton Best. Notes 158 The Apothecary sware he 
smelt him [the mouse] camming by the scent of the ejec- 
tion. 1794 Sullivan View Nat. II. 197 One unclassed vol- 
canic ejection, .the roche rouge in Velay, in France. 1833 
Lyell Princ. Geol. III. 197 The ejections in this place 
entirely conceal from view the stratified rocks of the country. 

t c - fig. An outgoing of emotion. Obs. 

1655 H. Vaughan Silex Semi, l 36 What thin Ejections, 
Cold affections. 

2 . A casting out or expulsion from a particular 
place or position ; also from office or possessions. 

1566 Knox Hist. Ref. Wks. 1846 1. 349 He.. did entreat 
of the ejeetioun of the byaris and the sellaris furth of the 
Tempill of Jerusalem. 1627 Hakewill Apol. 1. i. § 1 [Adam 
and Eve’s] Creation and Ejection. 1651 Hobbes Leviatk. 
iv. xlv. 356 Exorcisme (that is. to say, of ejection of Devills 
by Conjuration). 1704 Hearne Duct. Hist. (1714) I. 417 
To the Syracusians he gave Laws upon the ejection of 
their King. 1763 Johnson Pref. Shaks. (RA Some of these 
alterations are only the ejection of a word for one that ap- 
peared to him more elegant. 1833 Mars den Early Purit. 
48 The ejection of many good men immediately followed, 
f b. The state of being banished, exile, rare. 
1655-60 Stanley Hist. Philos. (1701) 49/1 The People with 
whom he the son of Periander] lived in his ejection. 

e. In Scotch Law. Action of ejection : = Eject- 
ment 2. Letters of ejection : see quot. 

1764 Erskine Princ . Sc. Law 427 Actions of spuilzie, 
ejection and intrusion are penal. Ibid. 464 If one be con- 
demned .. to quit the possession of lands, and refuses . . 
letters of ejection are granted . . ordaining the Sheriff to 
eject him. 

+ 3 . = Ectbole 2. Obs. 

1603 Holland Plutarch's Mar. 1257 Polymnestus . . first 
made the drawing out of the note longer, and the. .ejection 
thereof much greater than before. 

f FJjectrtious, a. Obs.—* [f. L. ejecftci-us , f. 
ppl. stem of ejicere'. see prec. -f -itious.] (See quot.) 
1736 Bailey, Ejeditious, cast out. 1773 in Ash. 
Elective (fdge-ktiv), a. [as if ad. L. *ejectivus : 
see Eject v. and -ive.] 

1 . That has the function or the power of ejecting. 

1637 Tomlinson Renou's Disp. 45 The one a vomiting or 

ejective medicament, c 1720 W. Gibson Farriers Dispens. 

11. L (1734) 57 The Ancients thought there was some ejec- 
tive Property in all purging Medicines. 1858 Greener 
Gunnery 301 Each shot carries with it its own share of 
ejective force. 1886 Comh. Mag. Oct. 428 The giant planets 
must have possessed corresponding ejective energies. 

2 . Pertaining to an eject. 

1883 Romanes Ment. Evol. Anim. i, 16 This necessarily 
ejective method of enquiry. 1884 in Nature XXIX. 
No. 747. 380 Our ejective inferences can only be founded 
on the observable activities of organisms. 

Hence Eje*ctively adv. a. By means of ejec- 
tion. b. With reference to ejects. Ejecti’vity, 
the fact of being an eject. 

1883 Romanes Ment. Evol. Anim. i. 17 Ejectively some 
such criterion Is required. 1886 — in Contemp . Rev. July 
48 Both subjectivity and ejectivity are only known under 
the condition of being isolated from objectivity. 

Ejectment (/d^e-ktruent). [f. Eject v. + 
-ment ; app. first used in legal Anglo-French.] 

1. a. Law. The act or process of ejecting a per- 
son from his holding. b. In wider sense, = Ejec- 
tion 2 (but chiefly with allusion to a.). 

xj07 Rastell. Termes of Law 68 b, A writ of eiectement 
of warde lieth wher, etc, [Fr. brief e deieciment de gard 
fist, etc.]. 1602 Warner Alb. Eng. Epit. (16x2) 359 This 
Eiectment of the Britons. 1672 H. Stubbe fustif. Dutch 
War 60 Continued after their [the Danes’] ejectment, by 
our English Kings. 1831 Hr. Martineau Hist. Peace 
(1877) III. v. xiii 468 Forcible ejectments of the negroes 
from their habitations. 1869 Spurgeon ' Treas. ; Dam ■ Ps. 
xxiv. 1 [Man] is but a tenant at will, .liable to instantaneous 
ejectment. 1869 Pall Mall G, 4 Aug., The Irish land 


question divides Itself naturally into three great points — 

improvements, tenant right, and ejectment. 

2 . (More fully, action, writ of ejectment') : ‘An 
action at law whereby a person ousted or amoved 
from an estate for years may recover possession 
thereof 1 (Tomlins Law Diet. ) ; the writ (other- 
wise de ejeciione firmsd) by which this action is 
commenced. 

An action of this kind, under which damages were claimed 
for a fictitious ejectment by an imaginary^ person, was 
formerly the recognized mode of trying the title to landed 

^1697 Prideaux Lett. (1875“) 188 An ejectment hath been 
left at S r H. Hobarts house for 8000 L 17x5 Act Reg. 
Papists 2 Geo. /, in Land. Gaz . (1716) No. 5455/2 He may 
bring an Ejectment upon his own Demise. 1753 Young 
Centaur vi. Wks. 1757 IV. 253 But will not be at the trouble 
of bringing a writ of ejectment. X768 Blackstone Comm. 

III. 199 A writ then of ejections firmae, or action of tres- 
pass in ejectment. 1788 J. Powell Devises (1827) II. 45 
He might bring his ejectment. 1794 S. Williams V trmont 
216 Actions of ejectment were commenced in the courts at 
Albany. x886 Stephen Comm. (ed. xo) III. 415. 

f 3 . pi. [after L. ejectamenta\ Things cast up 
or out. Obs . rare. 

1658 Sir T. Browne Gard. Cyrus II. 514 Ejectments of 
the Sea. 

Ejector (fd,^e*kt»i). [f. as prec. + -OR, upon 
the analogy of L. agent-nouns in -or.] 

1 . gen. One who ejects, lit. and fig. See Eject 

v. 1, 2. 

1640 Bp. Hall Episc. 1. § 17. 70 The ejectors should show 
better proofe than the ancient possessours. 1645 J. Bond 
Occasus Occid. 25, I find that sin branded as an Ejector, 
as an Exiler, not only of Persons, but of whole Churches. 
1657 J. Goodwin Triers Tried To Rdr. 2 Two Apocryphall 
Orders of Commissioned Officers, .known by the names of 
Triers, and Ejectors. 1831 Syd. Smith Speeches Wks. 1859 
II. 218/1 The merciless ejector. . will be restrained within the 
limits of decency and humanity. 1834 1 ait's Mag. I. 494 
The venomous slaver , .must be carried back to the face of 
the foul-breathed ejector. 

b. Law. The person who ejects another from 
his holding. Casual ejector ', see Casual. 

1651 W. G. tr. Cowel’s Inst, xgt If a third person eject 
him against Right, he shall recover damages against the 
Ejector. 1768 Blackstone Comm. III. 200 The lessee had 
no other remedy against the ejector but in damages.^ 18x7 
W. Selwyn Law Nisi Prius II. 680 The parties, viz. the 
plaintiff, and the defendant, the ejector, usually termed the 
casual ejector, are fictitious persons. 2880 Muirhead Gains 
iv. § 154 The result of violent, clandestine, or precarious 
taking from the ejector himself. 

2 . Applied to various portions of machinery, etc. 
serving the purpose of ejecting; e.g. an appliance 
for discharging empty cartridge cases from a 
breech-loader ; a contrivance for ejecting the ashes 
from the stoke-hole of a marine engine ; an appa- 
ratus for discharging the contents of sewers by 
means of compressed air, etc. Also attrib as 
in ejector-coftdenser , - sewer . 

1874 Knight Diet. Mech., Ejector-condenser (steam- 
engine), a form of condenser worked by the exhaust steam 
from the cylinder. i88x Greener Gun 128 The ejector is 
acted upon through its rear claw, that nearest its pivot. 
1884 Health Exhib. Caial 57/2 Egg-shaped Isaac Shone’s 
House Ejector Sewers. 1887 Daily News 25 Oct.5/2 Of 
these ejectors there are eight, placed in pairs in different 
parts of the town. 

t Ejula tion. Obs. [ad. L. ejulation-em, noun 
of action f. ejulare to wail.] Waiting, lamentation. 

a 1619 F other by A tkeom. 1. xv, § 2 (1622) 156 It should 
be lamented, with this pitiful! emulation. 1639 GentL 
Call. § 7 Pref. 3 What ejulations can be bitter or loud 
enough. 1708 J. Phillips Cyder it. 85 With dismal groans 
and Ejulations w the pangs of death. 2722-1800 in Bailey, 
1755 in Johnson ; and in mod. Diets. 

T E’jurate, V. Obs. [f. L. ejurdt- ppl. stem of 
ejurare to abjure.] trans. To abjure, renounce. 
Hence Ejura’tion (see quot.). 

1622-62 Heylin Cosmogr. 1. (1682) 209 The Faith of 
Christ . . was defiled with Arrianism ; not ejurated till the 
year 588. 2626 Cockeram, Ejtirate, to forsweare, or re- 

signe ones place. 1656 Blount Glossogr., Ejuration , a re- 
nouncing or resignation. 1678-96 in Phillips, 1721-2800 
in Bailey. . ■' 

tEju're, v. Obs, rare. [ad. L. ejur-are : see 
prec.] — prec. 

1642 Rogers Naaman 855 To be a close client of his for 
ever, ejuring all former false and idolatrous service, 
t Eke (/k), sbj Obs. exc. dial. Forms : 1 fiaca, 

3. 6, 9 eke, Sc. (6 eik, 7 eeke). See also Eche sb. 
[OE. iaca — ON. auke :—OTeut. *attkon- 7 f. same 
root as Eche vi] 

1 . An addition, increase ; a piece added on ; a 
supplement In OE., A reinforcement (of troops). 

894 O. E. Citron. (Parker MS.) Him com mice! eaca to. 
<9*1000 Sal. # Sat. 460 (.Gr.) Forpon is witena &ehwam 
wopes eaca. 2786 Geddes Prosp. New Tram. Bible 95 
The words in Italics, .are generally ill-assorted and clumsy 
ekes. Mod. Sc. It would be too short without an eke. 

2 . spec. a. A tag to a bell-rope ; also attrib as 
in bell- eke. Also Eche. b. A short straw or 
wooden cylinder on which a beehive is placed to 
increase its capacity. 

1549 in Miss T. Smith Rotherham Ace. (18781 12 Paid to 
Robt. Machon for a neke to our gret BelL 1366 Rogers 
Agric. % Prices III. 577/2, 6 ekes for bell ropes 1/4. 1594111 
Miss T. Smith Rotherham Ace. (1878) 12 Payd unto Robert 


Okes for xo payre of bell ekes xor. 1837 C. R. Robinson 
Gloss. Best's Farm . Bks. 184 U nderlay. N ow called ekes * 
additional bands of straw placed beneath the hive. * 

3 . Sc. ( i fitli and 17th c.) A supplement, post- 
script, appendix to a formal document. 

1568 Declar. Murray , 4-<r. in H. Campbell Lme-lett. Mary 

8 . Scots 11 The eik or addkioun to our answer, a 1651 
alderwood Hist. Kirk { 18431 IL 45* The other partie had 
givin in an eeke or additioun to their former answere. 

4 . In advb. phrase, to eken (OE. to iacan) in 
addition, besides, contracted in ME. into Teke(n, 
q.v. Also, in same sense, on eke. v 

c888 K. HSlfred Boeth. i, fact waes to eacan obrum un- 
arimecium yflum. c 1200 Triu. Coll. Horn. 51 To eken o)>er 
ho gremeden hem sore, a 1225 Ancr. R. 174 J>e nome of 
Hester ne seiS nout one ‘abscondita' . , auh deS her teken 
‘ eleuata in populis <2x310 in Wright Lyric P. 34 Hi re 
chyn ys chosen, ant eyther cheke Whit ynoh ant rode on eke. 
Eke, sbf dial. A male salmon. 

1887 Pall Mall. G. 22 Aug. 10/2 It [a salmon] was a male 
fish, or what is known in the north of England amongst 
fishermen as an ‘ eke '. 

Eke (?k), v. Forms: 1 (see Eche v.\ 2-3 
eken, 4-6 ek, (4 ayke, 5eke(n), 5-8 eek(e, 6-7 
eak(e, (7 eck, eyk), 4- eke, 5- Sc. eik. [partly f. 
Eke sbA-; partly dial, (noithem) form of Eche ®.] 
1 . trans. To increase, add to, lengthen. Also 
ahsol. f Neither to eke nor to pair {Sc .) : neither 
to add to nor take from. Proverb, Every little 
ekes. arch, or dial. 

c 1200 Trin. Coll, Horn. 57 J?e holie man fasteS forto . . 
eken his holinesse. a 1300 E. E. Psalter civ. [cv.] 24 He 
ayked his folk swith mikel on an. c 1400 A pal. Loll. 13 
Nowe. hepricis are ekid. Ibid. 26 ]?ey. .jekun her synnis. 
c 1430 Lydg. Min. Poems (1840) 133 Theyr bounte for to 
eeke. 1530 Palsgk. 531/2, I eke.. my gowne is to shorte 
for me, but I wyll eke it. 1366 Knox Hist. Ref. Wks. 
(2846) I. 130 This miserie . . which the malice of man cane 
neyther eak nor paire. 1599 Harsnet Agst. Darell 193 
As they say, Every thing Eilceth. 1609 Skene Reg. Maj. 
96 Quhen the partie hes named ane certaine number of 
witnes, he may not thereafter eike, nor pair the number of 
the witnes. 1639 J. Clarke Parcemiol. 10 A Iitle eekes. 
1630 Fuller Pisgah 372 It not being princely to..eek 
the same [the vail of the tabernacle] another was con- 
trived. 1731 Pope Ep. Burlington 32 Some patch’d dog- 
hole ek’d with ends of wall. 1755 Smollett Quix. (rSos) 
II. 258 Without eking or curtailing God’s precious truth. 
1829 Clare Ode Autumn, Anniversary 76 The moaning 
brook,, that ekes its weary speed. 

f b. intr. To increase, grow. Obs. 

1535 Stewart Chron. Scot, III. 162 His power eikit so 
and grew. 

f 2 . To add. Const, f til, to. Also ahsol. Obs. 

c 1200 Ormin 16352 h u takesst twi^^es an And ekesst 
itt till fowwre. <2x300 Cursor M. 21 194 par-til [>ai eked 
mar and mare, c 1425 Wyntoun Cron, viii. xxvi. 190 Sal I 
ek til Goddis wengeance ? 1349 Compl. Scot. xv. 123 Ther 
can na thing be eikkyt to my parsecutione bot cruel dede. 
1634-46 Row Hist. Kirk (1842) 17 We . . conforme . . to the 
notes and additions thereto eiked. 1733 Neal Hist. Purit. 
II. 14 His Majesty, .eked others that I had omitted. 

3 . To eke out : a. to supplement, supply the de- 
ficiencies of anything (const, with ) ; esp. to make 
(resources, materials, articles of consumption, etc.) 
last the required time by additions, by partial use 
of a substitute, or by economy. 

1596 Bp. Barlow Three Serm. iii. 133 Not to bee so . .giuen 
to spending. . but eeke it out to the vtmost. x6oo Shaks. A. 
Y.L, 1. ii. 209 Ros. The little strength that I haue, I would 
it were with you. Cel. And mine to eeke out hers. 1623 
Lisle YElfric on 0 . & N. T. To Rdr. 6 Best is he that in* 
uents, the next he that followes forth and eekes out a good 
Inuention. 1719 DeFoe Crusoe (1858) 146 My ink . . had 
been gone, .all but a very little, which I eked out with water. 
1788 Burns Extempore 2 Lawyers , But what his common 
sense came short, He eked out wi’ law, man. 1872 Baker 
Nile Tribut. xx.353, I determined to start.. to eke out our 
scanty supply of water. 1874 Sayce Compar. Philol. i. 25 
The meaning of their [savage races'] words has to be eked 
out by gesture. 1878 H. S. Wilson Alp. Ascents ii. 57 
After a glass apiece we eke out the remainder with snow. 

b. To prolong (a speech or composition, an 
action) by expedients devised for that purpose ; to 
contrive to fill up (a certain amount of space in 
writing, etc.). ' . 

1641 Milton A nimadv. (1851) 245 Your reverence to eek 
out your sermonings shall need repaire to Postills, or Po- 
lianthea’s. a 1656 ; Ussher Ann. vi. (1658) 551 As for his, 
ecking out. .the Siege, it was done upon good grounds. 
1747 Johnson Plan Eng. Did. Wks. IX. 186 To eke out 
any thing, signifies to lengthen it beyond its just dimensions, 
by some low artifice. 1847 Barham Ingol. Leg. 11877) 289 
Enough to have eked out a decent-sized volume. 1865 
Livingstone Zambesi xi. 236 He . . eked out the measure 
with a peculiar musical sound. . 

C. To contrive to make (a livelihood), or to 
support (existence) by various makeshifts. 

1825 T. Jefferson Autobiog. Wks. 1859 I. 89 To eke out 
the existence of the people, every person . . was called on for 
a weekly subscription. 1845 Darwin Voy. Nat. ii. (1879) 19 
Some runaway slaves, .contrived to eke out a subsistence. 
1875 Farrar Seekers 1. i. 12 To eke out a scanty livelihood. 
.T To eke up \ to supply, repair (a loss). Obs. 
1633 D, Rogers Treat. Sacr. ii 53 What meanes are so 
like to eike up. .spiritual losses, as the Supper of the Lord ? 

Eke (* k), adv. arch. Forms : 1-2 fiac, (1 «c, 
fie), 3-4 ec, ek, 3 seac, ok, 4-6 eek(e, (4 heke, 
yke), 6-7 eake. Sc. 6 eik(e, 8 eek, 3~ Ske. 
i [Com. Teut. OE. eac — OFris. dk, OS. 6 k (Du. 
ooh), OHG. (MHG. ouch, mod.G. atich), 
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ON. auk c also 1 (Da. og, S w. och 4 and *), Goih. auk 
for, but. The ultimate origin is uncertain ; some 
connect the word with the root of Eke v., while 
others consider it f. Aryan *au again + *ge particle 
of emphasis ; cf. Gr. av ye. The form ok in 13th c. 
is app. a. ON.] Also, too, moreover ; in addition. 

. Beowulf 3131 (Gr.) Dracan ec scufun Wyrm ofer weall 
clif- a 700 Epinal Gloss. 846 Quinetiam , sec J?an . .aec don. 
c 1000 Ags. Gosp. Matt, xi, 9 Ic eow sec&e, eac maran 
bonne witegan. xi 5 £ O. E. Chron. an. 1118 Eac on jrison 
geare wses ungemetliche mycel wind, c 1175 Lamb. Horn. 

3 Mid his apostles and _ec mid oSere floe manna, c 1175 
Coll. Horn. 221 Swa mihte aeac |?e o 5 re. a 1225 Ancr. 
B. 56 Vor i?set ec J>ait he dude hire was i< 5 e frum 3 e sore 
hire unSonckes. a 1300 Havelok 200 £>e beste, fayreste, 
the strangest ok. c 1325 E. E. Allit. P. A. 210 Her here 
heke al hyr vmbe-gon. 1362 Langl. P. PL A. 1. 88 And eke 
I-liknet to vr lord, c 1386 Chaucer Frol. 757 Eke therto he 
was right a mery man. a 1420 Occleve De Reg. Princ. 565 
The ende is dethe of male and eke femele. 1500- 20 Dunbar 
How Dunbar ane Freir 38 In it haif I in pulpet gon and 
preichit In Derntoun kirk, and eik in Canterberry. 1580 
Sidney Arcadia n. 219 These forrests eke, made wretched 
by our music. x6x6R. C. Times' Whis. v. 1638 But eke doth 
comprehend That base vnmanly sinne of drunkennesse. 
1759 Sterne Tr. Shandy n. ii. 39 Supposing the wax good, 
and eke the thimble, a 1856 Longf. Childr. Lords Supper 
122 Answered the young men Yes ! and Yes! with lips 
softly breathing answered the maidens eke. ^ 

E&eberglte. Min. [f. name of the Swedish 
traveller Ekeberg+ -ite.} An important member 
of the scapolite family occurring in square prisms 
of a white, greyish, greenish, or reddish colour. 

1822 Cleveland Min. 339 [Ekebergite of Thomson] is 
probably a variety of scapolite. 1884 Dana Min . 325 It is 
probable that the mineral is an altered ekebergite. 

t E'kement. Obs. rare— 1 , [f. Eke v. + -meet.] 
An increase, extension, enlargement 
a 1603 T. Cartwright Confut. Rhem. N. T. (1618) 586 
There is no ekement or inlargement in matter. 

t E'fce-name. Obs. [f. Eke sb. + Name ; cf. 
ON. aukanafn.] An additional name, a nickname. 
Now superseded by the corrupt form Nickname : a neke ■- 
name ( Promp . Parv.) for an ekename. 

1303 Brunne Handl. Synne 1530 As moche ban he ys to 
blame pat ^euep a man a vyle ekename. 1483 Cath. Angl. 
xxa An Ekname, agnomen. 1885 Clodd Myths <$■ Dr. 1. 
vi. too Nicknames (i. e. ekename or the added name). 

+ laker 1 . Obs.—° [f. Eke v. + -er.] One who 
increases. 

1483 Calk. Angl. 1x2 An eker, auctor, augmentator. 

t B'ker Obs. rare. Also iker. [Origin and 
meaning unknown ; possibly a corruption of niker. 
Nicker, water-sprite. Cf. also Eagre.] 

c 1300 K. Alls. 6175 They woneth in water, y-wis. With 
eker [v. r. Iker] and fysch. Ibid. 6202 He say the ekeris 
wonynge And the fysclies lotynge. 

Eking (f *kiq), vbl. sb. [f. Eke v. + -ing LJ 

1 . The action of adding or making an addition ; 
the action of putting an 4 eke * to (a bell-rope). 

c 142$ Wyntoun Cron. vm. viii. 53 In ekyngals of Goddis 
serwyce Scho fowndyt. .twa chapellanyis. 1576 in Miss T. 
Smith Rotherham Acc. 1x878) 12 For ekeing of a bell-rope. 
1579 Spenser Sheph . Cal. Sept. 31 But such eeking hath 
made my hart sore. 

2 . An augmentation, increase. 

2393 Gower Coup. II. 22 And make an ekynge of my 
peine. 1483 Calk. Angl. 1x2 An Ekynge, augmentum. 
x6xx Cotgr. s.v. Accrue, a growth, eeking, augmentation. 

3 . (See quot.) 

1867 Smyth Sailor's Word-bk., Ekeing, a piece of wood 
fitted, by scarphing or butting, to make good a deficiency- 
in length, as the end of a knee and the like. The ekeing is 
also the carved work under the lower part of the quarter- 
piece, at the aft part of the gallery. 

Eking (rkiq), ppl. a. [f. as prec. + -ING 2 .] 
That serves to eke out. 

1653 B[arNabas] 0 [ley] Account of Wks. in Jackson’s 
Wks., His stile , . is more short than other Authours in Re- 
latives, in Eeking and helping particles. 18x4 D’ Israeli 
Quarrels Anth. (1867) 346 Suppressed invectives and eking 
rhymes could but ill appease so fierce a mastiff. 
Ekmannite (e-kmsenoit). Min. [so called by 
Igelstrom 1865, after G. Ekmann, the proprietor 
of the mine where found ; see -ite.] A hydrous 
silicate of iron and manganese, resembling chlorite 
in appearance. 

t868 Dana Min. 490 Ekmannite. . on heating yields water, 

El, obs. form of Awl. 

: el, suffix 1 , repr.OE. -e /, -ela, -ele (OTeut. *-ilo- t 
-ilon-, -iUn-\ has in mod.Eng. usually become 
-le, q.v., though the older form is retained after 
v, thy chy n, as in hovel, brothel, hatchet, kernel. 

OE. -el is added to vbl. stems to form agent-nouns, in- 
strumental sbs., and adjs., and to sbs. to form diminutives; 
-ela, -ele, are chiefly used to form diminutives from sbs. 
and object-nouns from vbl. stems. See further under -le. 
-el, suffix 2 , a, OF. -el (mod.F. usu. -eau) f -elle, 
repr. L. -die-, - ella This suffix is in classical 
Latin used to form diminutives from sbs. or adjs. 
in -er and -ra, as libellus, libella, from liber book, 
libra balance ; it is also substituted for -ulo-,-ula-, 
to form diminutives of nouns of that termination, 
where the latter had lost its original diminutive 
force, as in porcellus little pig, dim. of for cuius, 
f. porc-us pig. In Romanic it was much more 
widely used in the formation of diminutives. Ex- 


amples in Eng. (with the spelling -el) are (from 1 
the masc. -el), tunnel , bowel , camel ; (from the 
fern, -die) chapel, novel, pimpernel, etc. 

2. It should be noted that the ending - el in Eng. 
words adapted from Fr. frequently represents other 
L. suffixes than -ello-, -ella- ; e.g. in jewel, vowel, 
it stands for Fr. -el L. -all- (see -al) ; in apparel 
for Fr. -eil L. -iculo- (see -cle) ; in kennel for 
Fr. -il L. -tie, as in ovile sheepfold, 
f Ela (£*la*). Mus. Obs. exc. Hist. Also 7 
eela. [f. E + La ; denoting the particular note E 
which occurred only in the seventh Hexachord, in 
which it was sung to the syllable la. Cf. Elami.] 
The highest note in the Gamut, or the highest 
note of the 7th Hexachord of Guido, answering 
to the upper E in the treble. Often Jig. as a type 
of something ‘ high-flown’. Also attrib. 

1580 Lyly Eupkues (1609) Aij, The Musitions, who being 
intreated, will scarse sing Sol Fa, but not desired, straine 
aboue Ela. 1593 Nashe Christ's T. 64 a. You must straine 
your wits an Ela oboue theyrs. 1607 Walkington Opt. 
Glass 168 Vntill our wit can reach an Ela straine. 1649 
Bulwer Pathomyot. 11. ii. xxi Although it [laughter] be at 
the highest pitch and scrued up to the very Eela of mirth, 
it vanisheth away. 1675 J. Smith Chr. Relig. Appeal 1. 50 
An Age elevated above the Ela of common Humanity. 
1820 Scott Abbot II. iv. 121 ‘ Why God-a-mercy..this is a 
note above E La." 

Elaat, obs. form of Elate a. 

Elaate (e-la^t). Chem. [f. Ela-ic + -ate.] A 
salt of elaic acid. 

1845 Todd & Bowman Phys. A nat. I. 82 An elaate of 
glycerine. 

Ela lbe, rare— 1 , [ad. L. elabi, f. e out + 
labi to glide.] intr. To slip away. 

1837 S. B. Harper Bertrand 1. ii. 15 She . . to a convent 
hied Whence she will ne'er emerge till he ’s no more. .With 
him elabes the anchor of her vow. 

Elaborate (flae-bor^t), pple. and a. [ad. L. 
elabardt-us , pa. pple. of elaborare to Elaborate.] 
f A. as pple. = Elaborated : see Elaborate v. 

1581 Nowell & Day in Confer. 1. (1584) G b. It was elabor- 
ate before, by the . . studie of all the best learned lesuites. 

B. as adj. 

1 . Produced or accomplished by labour. Also, 
that has been subjected to processes of art ; = 
Elaborated. Obs. or arch . 

1592 Nashe P. Pen Hesse (ed. 2) 19 a, Some elaborate 
polhshed Poems. 1607 Topsell Fourf. Beasts 27 The 
Gray, .leaveth her elaborate house to the Fox. X725 Pope 
Odyss. xiv. 360 The vast unnumber’d store Of steel elab’- 
rate, and refulgent ore. 1779 Johnson L. P., Cowley, Wks. 
II. 65 He has no elegances either lucky or elaborate. 1814 
Southey Roderick xxv. 152 Eyeing the elaborate steel. 

2 . Worked out in much detail ; highly finished. 
1621 Burton A nat. Mel. 11. ii. iv. (1676) 176/1 Those ela- 
borate Maps of Ortelius. 1687 Penal Laws 22 A. .venera- 
tion for his Learned and Elabourate Works. 1704 Davenant 
in Ellis Orig. Lett. 11. 39 7 IY. 244, 1 had prepared a very ela- 
borate letter to Her Royal Highness. 1862 Darwin Fertil. 
Orchids'ii. 71 In the same flower we apparently have ela- 
borate contrivances for directly opposed _ objects. 1875 
Hamerton Intell. Life x. v. 393 In scientific pursuits tie 
preparations are usually elaborate. 1875 Jowett Plato 
(ed. 2) I. 1 12 He then proceeds to give another and more 
elaborate explanation of the whole passage. 

b. Of an Investigation, a study, an operation, 
etc. : Conducted with great minuteness. Hence 
transf. applied to personal agents or their attri- 
butes : Minutely careful, painstaking. 

1649 Milton Eikon. iv. (1851) 362 The King was em- 
phatical and elaborate on this Theam against Tumults. 
X669 Gale Crt. Gentiles 1. hi. ii, 28 Amongst the Ancients, 
none have spent more elaborate studies herein than Euse- 
bius. 1728 Morgan A lgiers I. iii 37 He was a most curi- 
ous and elaborate Collector of valuable Histories. 1782 V. 
Knox Ess. 1x8191 III. cxxxvii. 89 From the annals of the 
elaborate Maittaire. a 1836 W. Godwin Essays (1873) *93 
The world is busy and elaborate to tear him from my 
recollection.. 1871 Morley Voltaire (x886) 86 He read 
Shakespeare, ana made an elaborate study of his method. 

Elaborate (il 2 e bor<?it), v. [£ L. elaborate ppL 
stem of elaborare to work out, produce by labour, 
f. e out + laborare to Labour. 

Sense 2 may probably be the earliest in Eng. from the use 
of the L. word by writers on alchemy or medicine. Cf. Fr. 
elaborer, x6th c. (Littrd)= sense 2.] 

1 . To produce or develop by the application of 
labour ; to fashion (a product of art or industry) 
from the raw material ; to work out in detail, give 
finish or completeness to (an invention, a theory, 
literary or artistic work, etc.). 

x6xx COTGR., Elabourer, to elaborate. _ 1626 Cockeram, 
Elaborate , to do a thing with great paines, 1726 Young 
Love Fame Wks. (x866) IL 96 Attend, and you discern it 
[ambition] in the fair Conduct a finger, Or, in full joy, elabo- 
rate a sigh. 1846 Rusecin Mod. Paint. (1848) I. n. 1. vih § xat 
85 The objects of landscape maybe either elaborated or sug- 
gested according to their place and claim. 1850 Gladstone 
Glean. V. cx. 238 The constitutional system which was in 
course of being gradually elaborated and matured, 2865 
Lecky Ration. (1878) II. v. xog He elaborates his theory 
from his own reason. 1875 Jowett Plato (ed. 2) III. 390 
Little things are elaborated with an infinity of pains. 

2 . transf. Of nature or natural agencies; To 
produce (a chemical substance) from (its) ele- 
ments or sources ; to fashion or develop (an 


animal or vegetable tissue, etc.) ; also, to trans- 
mute (crude materials) into a developed product. 

1607 Walkington Opt. Glass. 54 Nothing elaborates our 
concoction more then sleepe, 1665-9 Boyle Occas. Rejl. 
(1675) 65 Honey . . is elaborated by the Bee. 1671 J. Web- 
ster Metallogr. iv. 81 If the waters, be saltish, pure an<i clear, 
..then a pure Metal is generated ; but in defect of purity 
an Impure Metal, in elaborating of which, Nature spreadeth 
..a thousand years, 2744 Berkeley Sin's § 87 The 
animal spirits are elaborated from the blood. 1828 Steuart 
Planter's G. 21 1 As well might it be imagined, that the 
roots elaborate it [the sap] in the leaves. 1834 Southey 
Doctor Ixxvi. 11862) x6x The Sun, under whose influence 
one plant elaborates nutriment for man and another poison. 
2870 H, Macmillan Bible Teach, x. 194 Year after year., 
the leaf is elaborating from air and rain and sunshine . . 
those solid structures which are destined to outlive it. 
Elaborated (zlarboTtfited), ppl. a. [f. prec. 
4- -ed I.] That has been worked up, has under- 
gone preparation or development ; worked out in 
detail, finely wrought, etc. (see the vb.). 

X602 Warner Alb. Eng. xn. lxx. (16x2)295 One elaborated 
Pen compendiously doth floe, a 1649 Drumm. of Hawth. 
Font. Ep.’SSlVs. (1711) 162 He doth it so finely as if he 
found such purposes in his way, and went not astray with 
a search too curiously elaborated. _ 1824 Dibdin Libr. 
Comp. 740 It is the most perfect and highly elaborated of all 
the author’s pieces. 1879 Stainer Music of Bible 23 An 
instrument of a more elaborated character. 

Elaborately (Hse-bor^tli), adv. [f. Elabo- 
rate a. + -ly k] In an elaborate manner. 

1633 Earle Microcosm. (Arb.) 104 He is so elaborately 
excessive, that none will believe him. 1724 Swift Drapier's 
Lett. Wks. 1755 V. 11. 48 It is .. elaborately shewn, that 
former patents have passed in the same manner. 1823 Scott 
Peveril xlviii, I see you are elaborately dressed. 

Elaborateness (flse*bor/tnes). [f. as prec. + 
-ness.] The quality of being elaborate. 

1694 Echard Plautus Pref., His [Terence’s) extreara Close- 
ness and great Elaborateness, *779 Johnson Z-. P. Wks. x8x6 
X. 167 The ‘ Old Bachelor’., is.. composed with great ela- 
borateness of dialogue. 1874 Carpenter Ment. Phys. 1. iL 
§ 3 (1879) 99 For they are further remarkable for the elabo- 
rateness of their internal structure. 

Elaboration (flse^bor^Jon). [ad. late L. elabo- 
rdtion-em, noun of action f. Ilaborare ; see Ela- 
borate vi] 

1 . The process of producing or developing from 
crude materials ; f spec, in Chemistry (see quot. 
1612). Also, the process of working out in de- 
tail, developing, perfecting (an invention, a theory, 
a literary work, etc.). 

x6i2 Woodall Surg. Mate 0 Chemistry ) (16x7) 304 Where 
distillations doe preuaile Distraction takes the head, Thera 
by Elaboration Wise men may be misled. 2858 Gladstone 
Homer III. 531 The first thought of Virgil was his Emperor 
. .the second the elaboration of his verse. 

b. The state of being elaborated ; elaborateness. 
1824 Dibdin Libr. Comp. 770 Intermediate editions of., 
less elaboration. x86x W. Collins Dead Seer. 149 The 
housekeeper cleared her throat with extraordinary loudness 
and elaboration, and read on thus. 1877 Mrs._ Oliphant 
Makers Flor. xiii. 319 Various copies exist in various stages 
of elaboration. 

2 . The production by natural agencies of chemical 
substances from their elements or sources; spec. 
(in Physiology) the formation of animal or veget- 
able tissues, or the changes undergone by alimen- 
tary substances from their reception into the body 
to their complete assimilation. 

1578 Banister Hist. Man v. 81 b. Arteries, .by their heat 
helpyng to the exact elaboration of his blond. X677 W. 
Harris tr. Lemery's Course Chym. 1. xx. (1686) 442 Milk is 
a chyle which, .has received but a light Elaboration. X725 
Bradley Fam. Diet , II. s.v. Vegetables, There happen dif- 
ferent Fermentations and other Elaborations amongst the 
sensible parts. 1858 Carpenter Veg. Phys. § 220 In this 
process of Elaboration the most important change is the 
concentration of the fluid. 

3 . concr. in various senses. 

1765 Univ. Mag. XXXVII. 235/1 This spirit is a last 
elaboration. *856 Dove Logic Chr. Faith iv. ii. § x. 177 
Science is an elaboration. 1879 CasselCs Teehn. Educ. I. 
200/1 Fig. 138 is a further elaboration of the same design, 
the lines being doubled. 

Elaborative (2lse*bor£tiv), a. [f. L. elabdrat- 
ppl. stem of elaborare + -IVE.J That has the 
property of elaborating. 

1836-7 Sir W. Hamilton Metaph. (1859) II. xx. 14 The 
| Elaborative or Discursive Faculty, 1845 Florist JmL 
45; The elaborative organs of the plants ^ 1876 A, M. Fair- 
I bairn in Cmtemp. Rev. June-135 Ancient heresies '.were' 
elaborative, modern disintegrative of dogma. 

Ela’borator. [as if L. *elabdrator ; see Elabo- 
rate v. and -or.] One who or that which elabo- 
; rates. In mod. Diets. 

Elaboratory (Harborateri). [as if ad. L. 

| *elabdrd£driuin , f. elaborare to Elaborate.] 

I I. A place where chemical operations are per- 
| formed, or where medicines are compounded; «* 
Laboratory. Ohs. exc. Hist. 

*652 Evelyn St. France Misc. (1805) 81 Every great person 
. . pretends to his elaboratory and library. 1676 Coles, 
J ^laboratory .. a jehymist’s) workhouse or shop. 1759 B. 
Martin Nat. Hist. Eng. I. 258 Two Elaboratories ; one 
for Chymieal, and the other for Galenical Preparations. 
1801 Med. Jrnl. V. 200 Dr. Pearson’s Lectures .. , will re- 
commence in the Elaboratory. 1873 M„ Collins Sg. SiL 
Chester* s I. v. 71 Parlour, bedroom, elaboratory, kitchen. 
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2. A natural apparatus for elaborating any pro- 
duct of vital action. (Formerly transf from i.) 

1667 PM. Trans. II. 578 The Sanguification is performed 
in any one part of the Animal, as the peculiar _ Shop or 
Elaboratory of it. 1684 tr. Bone? s Merc . Compit. ix. 325 
Obstruction of the passages, by which the Aliment passes 
to its elaboratories. 1708 Brit. Apollo No. 86. 2/1 The 
Elaboratory of the Nervous Juice. 1845 Florist's jrnl. 11 
The functions of leaves are to. .act as elaboratories. 

•f Elabour, v- Obs. [ad. F . elabour-er (Cotgr.) 
or L. elaborare to Elaborate.] 

1. treats . = Elaborate v. 2 . 

1543 Traheron Vigo's Chirurg, Straunge PVds ., More 
parfectly digested and elaboured. 1606 Birnie Kirkburiall 
x. (Jam. Suppl.) A sepulchrall Pyramide elabored by the 
panefull taske of God’s people. 1653 Urquhart Rabelais 
Prol,, The marrow is a nourishment most perfectly ela- 
boured by nature. 

2 intr. To struggle to make one’s way. 

1606 Warner Alb. Eng. cii. 403 Flesh so proudlie stout 
That but as in a Labyrinth elaboureth about. 

T Ela crymate, v. Obs „ rare - ,l . [f. L. *ela- 
crimat- ppl. stem of * elacrimare , f, e out + lacrim - 
are to shed tears, weep: cf. Lacrymal, etc.] 
trans. To shed in the form of tears. 

1657 Tomlinson Reuou's Disp. 403 The trunk..elacry» 
mates a certain Gummeous Succe. 

+ Ela*ct, v. Obs. rare, [as if ad. L. % elactdre y 
f. e out + lactdre to suckle.] trans. To suckle. 

a 1521 Helyas in Thoms Prose Rom . (1828) 116 She found 
in her bed three fayre children The which she elacted and 
gave to souke of her owne milke. 

321830-5, comb, form of Gr. eXato-v oil (properly 
olive- oil), used in technical, chiefly chemical, 
words, as Elseocerate (e-*h*i<?sIeT^t) [cf. Cerate], 
same as Cerate. Elseomargaric {acid) 
maigse’rik), a . [cf. Margaric], an acid found in 
the oil extracted from the seeds of some species of 
Elaeococca. Elsaometer (elzV'mzta.!) ; also elaio- 
[see Meter], ‘an instrument for determining the 
specific weight of oils, and so their purity 3 {Syd. 
Soc. Lex.). Eljeopten(© (el/^-ptih) ; also ela-. 
[Gr. v rrjv-bs winged, volatile: cf. Fr. eUoptbne\, 
the liquid part of a volatile oil, as distinguished 
from the crystallizable portion called ‘ stearoptene ’ 
or‘ camphor’. Elaaostearic {acid) (edzViStZ|3e*rik), 
a. [cf. Stearic], a solid acid separated by the 
action of alcohol upon the solid fat obtained 
from the oil of Elaeococca. 

Elseodic (elz'|J«*dik), a. Chem. [f. Gr. fAtucbS- 
oily (f. iXat-ov oil) + - 10 .] A synonym for 
Ricinoleic (acidY. 

1882 Watts Diet. Chem. 

Elasolate fit -diet). Med. [obscurely f, Gr. 
fXcu-ov oil.] ‘A medicament which has a volatile 
oil for its base’ (Syd. Soc. Lex.). 

Elseolite (ilrdla it). Min. Also elao-. [f. Gr. 
$Xai-ov oil, olive oil + -LITE.] A variety of nephe- 
lite occurring massive, or in large crystals, and 
having a greasy lustre. 

1816 R. Jameson Char. Min. II. 43 It is named Elaolite 
..on account of its resinous lustre. ^ 1846 Penny Cycl. sst 
Supp. II. 305/1 Elaolite . . occurs in amorphous masses. 
1877 ^ Watts Diet. Chem. IV. 30 Before the blow-pipe, ne- 
phelin melts with difficulty to a vesicular glass ; elaolite 
easily. 1879 Rutley Stud. Rocks x. 108 Elaolite is a 
greenish, brownish, sometimes reddish variety of nepheline. 

Blade (il<F - ik), a. Chem . [irreg.. f. Gr. eXai-ov 
oil + - 10 : cf. Elatn.] = Oleic (acid). 

1845 Todd & Bowman Phys. Anat. I. 82 The acids are, 
the stearic, margaric, and elaic. 

Blaidic (eL|i*dik), a. Chem. [f. as prec. + 
-idic : cf. caffeidic , glycidic , etc.] The designa- 
tion of an acid C I8 H 34 0 2 , a solid isomeric modi- 
fication of elaic (oleic) acid, produced by the 
action of nitrous acid. Also Elaidic ethers ', a 
name for two oily liquids, Elaidate of Ethyl 
(C 18 H 33 0 2 • C 2 11 5 ) andElaidate of Methyl (C 16 H 33 
0 2 • CH 3 ), prepared from elaidic acid and alcohol. 
So Elaidate [see -ate 4], a salt of elaidic acid. 
Elaldin [see -in], a solid isomeric modification 
of olein, produced by the action of nitrous acid 
on olein. 

c 1865 Letheby in Circ. Sc. I. 97/1 The conversion of the 
liquid oleic acid into solid elaidic. 1838 T. Thomson Chem. 
Org. Bodies 345 Elaidic ether. Ibid. 436 Elaidates of 
potash . . Elaidate of magnesia is not sensibly soluble in 
water. 1869 Roscoe Elem . Chem. 390 Oleic acid when 
acted upon by nitrous acid forms.. elaidic acid. C1865 
Letheby in Circ. Sc. I. 102/1 The oleine of the oil being 
converted into a semi-transparent jelly-like mass, named 
elaidine. 1884 Syd. Soc. Lex., Elaxdin. 

Elam (HHn). [irreg. f. Gr. iXcu-ov oil + -in : 
cf. F. elaine.] A synonym of Olein. 

(As a trade term commonly pronounced sfl^’n.) 

1810 Henry Elem , Chem. (1840) II. 409 An oil which is . . 
called by Chevreul ela'in (from lAaiov, oil). 1819 Children 
Chem. Anal. 310 Elain . . is the name given to the other 
substance contained in fat. 1835-6 Todd Cycl. Anat. fy 
Phys. I. 59/r Fat consists, essentially of two proximate 
principles, stearine and elaine. c 1865 Letheby in Circ. Sc. 
1. 105/2 The elaine or oleine of palm oil. 1875 Ure Did. 
Arts III. 431 The particles consist of a strong membranous 
skin, enclosing stearine and elaine, or solid and liquid fat. 


Elaiodic, -ometer : see Elro-. 

Elam. var. of Helm, dial., handful of thatch. 

+ Ela mbica'tion. Obs~° [ad. med.L. elam- 
biedtion-em : see Alkmbication.] ‘Old term for 
a mode of analysing mineral waters, for the pur- 
pose of investigating their qualities, either by the 
sand bath, or by heat in a glass vessel ’ (Mayne). 
t E-la-mi. Mus. Obs. Also 6 ellamy. The 
note E, sung to the syllable la or mi according as it 
occurred in one or the other of the Hexachords to 
which it belonged. 

c 1550 A mionye of Byrdes in Had. E.P.P. III. 187 Then 
sang the . . mavys The trebble in ellamy. 1596 Shaks. Tam. 
Shr. m. i. 78 E la mi. 1721 Cibber Double Gall. 1, One 
laughs in Gamut, another sneeres in Elami Alt. 

■f Ela'mp, Obs. rare. [? f. E- pref.o + 
Lamp v. ; perh. suggested by Gr. hXdftir-etv to 
shine forth.] intr. To shine forth. 

1610 G. Fletcher Christ's Viet, in Farr’s 5 . P. Jas. 1 , 42 
The cheerfull sunne, elamping wide Glads all the world 
with his uprising ray. 

ii Elan. [Fr. ; believed to be f. ilancer (see 
next).] a. An impetuous rush (e.g. of troops), 
b. In Eng. use chiefly abstr . : Ardour, impetuous- 
ness, vivacity. 

1880 Burton Reign Q. Anne III. xiv. 22 With the first 
charge — the elan as they like to call it, the French seemed 
to carry all before them. 2880 Fraser's Mag. May 651 The 
unquenchable blan of boyhood. 

Elance (/lcras), v. Obs. or arch. [ad. F. 
elancer » It. slanciare , Pr. eslansar , f. L. ex out 
+ late L. lancedre, f. lancea Lance.] 

1. trans. To launch ,* to cast or throw (a lance 
or dart). Also jig. 

1718 Prior 2 ltd Hymn Callim. to Apollo , Thy unerring 
Hand elanc’d . . another Dart. — Poems 436 The Word 
obscene, Or harsh, which once elanc’d must ever fly Irre- 
vocable. 1742 Young PH. Th . ix. 628 Elance thy thought, 
and think of more than man. c 1800 K. White T ime 444 
The Holy One . . elanced The rolling world along its airy 
way. 1839 Bailey ^^2^(2848) 9/2 A thousand worlds., 
were elanced Each minute into life. 

2. intr. for rejl. To shoot, dart, glance. 

1729 Savage Wanderer iii. 85 We behold . . 'Cross ether 
swift elance, the vivid fires ! 

Eland (Hand), [a. Du. eland elk. 

The Du. word is a, Ger. e/end \elentier), believed to be ad. 
Lith. ilnis elk. See Ell an, Ellend, which are earlier 
adoptions of the word from sources other than Du.] 

The largest member ( Boselapkns Oreas) of the 
Antelope tribe, belonging to S. Africa, standing 
five feet high at the shoulders, of a heavy build, 
for the most part very fat, and much prized for 
its flesh. Also attrib. 

1786 tr. Sparrman' s Voy. Cape G. Hope II. 204 Eland, .is 
a name given by the colonists to a species of gazel. 2834 
Penny Cycl. II. 89/2 Elands, .are now rarely met with ex- 
cept in the most distant and retired parts of the colony 
[Cape Colony]. 2857 Livingstone Trav. ii. 43 The eland 
..would grace the parks of our nobility more than deer. 
1866 — Jml. ix. (1873) I. 227 A piece of eland meat. 
Eland, obs. var. of Island. 

Elanet (e-lanet). [app. f. mod.L. eldn-us (by 
some writers conjectured to be ad. Fr. Sian dart- 
ing motion) + -ET.] A species of kite, the Elanus 
melanopterus or Black-winged Swallow-hawk. 

1880 Libr. Univ. Knowl. VIII. 538 Kite, .a genus of fal- 
conidae, or a sub-family including elanets, etc. 

Elaolite, etc. : see El jiolite, etc. 

Elaopten(e, var. of Eljjopten(e : see El2eo-. 
Elapbine (e'lafsin), a . [f. L. elaph-us, a. Gr. 
acp-os stag, deer + -ine.] Belonging to or re- 
sembling the stag. 

2835 Swainson Quadrupeds 292 The elaphine group. 2857 
Fraser's Mag. LVI.209 The elaphine group, .is principally 
represented in India by the. .Axis or Ganges Stag. 

f Ela-pidate, Obs.—° [f. L. elapidat - ppl. 
stem of *elapidare to clear from stones, f. e out, 
away + lapid-em stone.] trans. To rid or clear 
(a place) of stones. 

1623 in Cockeram. 2656 in Blount Glossogr. 1721-1800 in 
Bailey. 

Hence + Elapidad&d, ppl. a. f £Xa:pida*tion. 
2721-1800 in Bailey ; 2847 in Craig ; and in mod. Diets, 
il Elaps (rlaeps). [mod.L. a. Gr. tXaip corrupt 
var. of %K\oip : see Ellops.] A genus of venomous 
colubrine snakes, chiefly found in the tropical 
countries both of the Old and New World. 
Elapse (i'lse'ps), v. [f. L. elaps- ppl. stem of 
eldbi to slip or glide away : see Lapse.] 

1 . intr . Of time, a period of time : To slip by, 
pass away, expire. (Perfect tenses occas. with be.) 
1644 [see Elapsed ppl . a . 1]. 1657 Burton Diary { 1828) 
II. 214 The Act was to commence at the 2st of February 
last, which time was elapsed. 1758 Johnson Idler No. 10 
P 9 The time elapses without a revolution. 2792 T. Jeffer- 
son Writ . (1859) III. 390 Fourteen months were now 
elapsed. 2848 Macaulay Hist. Eng . II. 229 Twenty-seven 
years had elapsed since the Restoration. 1876 Green 
Short Hist. viiL § 20 (1882) 568 Three years, .were to elapse 
between the assembling of one Parliament and another, 
t 2. trans. To suffer itime) to pass by. Obs. 

2654 Cromwell Sp. 22 Jan., You have wholly elapsed 
your time, 2705 Lond. Gaz. 4105/1 Fulke Ernes Gent, 
and others, who had Elapsed their times . . for paying their 


Money. 2709 Tailer No. 109 p 6 Dead Persons, who have 
. . elaps’d the proper Time of their Interment, 
f 3. intr. a. To lapse, sink insensibly into (a 
condition), b. To slip away (from memory). 

1742 Johnson Wks. IY. 484 Others . . have elapsed into 
idleness and security. 1762-9 Falconer Shipwr. 111.544 
Swift from their minds elapsed all dangers past. 

4. nonce-use. To flow gently from. . 

1839 Bailey FestusiiZ^Z 66/1 One there was From whose 
sweet lips elapsed as from a well, Continuously truths 
which made my soul . . fertile with rich thoughts. 

Hence Ela*psing vbl. sb. and ppl. a. 

2720 Wodrow Corr. (1843) II. 5x4 To take the oaths before 
the elapsing of the day. 2830 Alford in Life (1873) 59 The 
world is a channel into which God lets a partial and elapsing 
stream of the great deep of eternity. 

t Ela’pse, sb. arch. [f. prec. vb. : cf. Lapse sb ] 

1. A flowing out or away ; fg. an emanation, 
effluence (of divine grace, etc.). 

a 1677 Barrow Semn. (1686) III. 426 The sweet elapses of 
spiritual consolation in devotion. <21703 Pomfret Rem. 
(1724) 9 Some nobler Bard, O Sacred Power, .th’ Elapses to 
receive. 1821 Pinkerton Petral. II, 370 The under cur- 
rent continues to flow ; so that upon its complete elapse, 
the space remains void. 

2. Expiration, lapse, passing away (of time). 

1793 Anna Seward in Parr's Wks. (1828) VIII. 464 The 

distinctions of Whig and Tory. . have lost their force during 
the elapse of many years. 2800 Essay on Ramsay in 
Ramsay's Wks. (28481 1 . 70 The elapse of a few months 
justified the poet’s foresight, c 1800 K. White Time 275 
The past is. .an elapse Which hath no mensuration. 2823 
Monthly Mag. LV. 517 They considered Daniel’s seventy 
weeks of years on the brink of elapse. 1883 F. W. Potter 
French Celeb, n. 209 After an elapse of two decades. 
Elapsed (zTse-pst), ppl. a. [f. as prec. + -ED.] 

1. Lapsed, past, gone by. 

1644 Quarles Skeph. Orac. 1, Such may have pardons for 
elapsed crimes, a 2774 Goldsm. Grecian Hist. I. 223 The 
first campaign being elapsed. 1790 Marsden in Phil. 
Trans. LXXX. 573 The Hindoos compute from the elapsed 
year. 1805 Foster Ess. i. i. 6 The elapsed periods of life. 
2854 H. Miller Sck. $ Schm. xvi. (1857) 366 The elapsed 
half of the present century, 
f 2. Suffered to slip by, neglected. Obs. 

2649 Jer. Taylor Gi. Exemp. 11. viii. 86 Such great acts 
. .comprise the elapsed duty of many moneths. 

1 3. Of angels : Fallen. Obs. 

1665 Wither Lords Prayer 27 The Prince of the Spirits 
elapsed began to Usurp a part of God’s Kingdom, 
t Ela’psion. Obs. rare, [as if ad. L. *elap - 
sion-em , f. eldbi : see Elapse v. and -ion.] The 
action of elapsing or slipping away, the state of 
having elapsed ; (in quot.) subsidence. 

2656 Blount Glossogr. 1678-2706 in Phillips. 2722- 
178a in Bailey. 1799 Kirwan Geol. Ess. 37 The dissolution, 
elapsion, or different compression of some of these strata. 

t Ela-psive, Ct. Obs. rare . [f. L. elaps- (see 
Elapse v.) + -iye.] Apt to let slip. 

2652 Sparke Prim. Devot. (ed. 3) 191 Our memories are 
so elapsive. 

Elarqtieate* V. rare ~ °. [f. L. elaquedt- ppl. 
stem of elaquedre, f. e out + laque-us noose, snare.] 
trans. To set free from a noose : to disentangle. 

1656 Blount Glossogr. 2721-62 in Bailey. 1775 in Ash. 
1847 in Craig ; and in mod. Diets. 

Hence Ela qiiea-tioii. 

1730-6 in Bailey. 2775 in Ash. 2847 in Craig, 
t Ela'rgfesnesit, Obs. rare. [? mistake for 
enlargement ; but cf. Fr. Slargir to widen, en- 
large.] = Enlargement. 

1680 H. More Apocal. Apol, 152 That elargement which 
God intends for the Kingdom of his Son Christ, 
t Elargi tion. Obs~ 0 [f. L. elargi-ri to 

distribute, bestow : cf. L. largitio Largition.] 
Free or liberal impartation or bestowal, 

M 3-6 in Bailey. 

asmobranch. (te-zm^brseqk). Zool. [Short- 
ened f. mod.L. elasmobranchii, £ Gr. kXaapb-s 
metal beaten out, metal-plate + Bpa yx~ ta g^ s -] 
An individual of the Elasmobranchii or Chondrop- 
terygii , a class of fishes marked by the cartila- 
ginous nature of the bones, and the absence of 
sutures in the cranium, as the Shark, Sturgeon, 
Ray, etc. Also attrib. or adj. 

1872 Mivart Elem. Anat. 38 The neural arches may he 
made up of two separate pieces on each side, as in Elasmo* 
branch fishes. 1878 Bell tr. Gegenbaner's^ Comp. Anat. 
Introd. 11 Two pairs of fins such as we find in the Elasmo* 
branchs. 2881 Nature XXV. 61 Mr. F. M. Balfour’s., 
work on the development of the elasmobranch fishes. 2887 
Sci. American 26 Feb. 130 The true fishes form one class, 
the elasmobranchs, sharks and rays, another class. 

Ela smobramcMat e, a. and sb. [f. as prec. 
+ -ate.] = prec. 

Ela’smose (Hae’zmffuz). [f. Gr. k\acrfi-6s plate 
of metal + -ose.] 

1. ‘ An obsolete synonym of Altaite * (Dana). 

2. Same as Elasmosine. 

2844 Alger Phillip d Min. 520 Black tellurium. . Elasmose. 

Elasmosine (Harzncmsm). [f. prec. + -ine.] 
A tellurid of lead and gold with an easy cleavage 
into thin metallic flexible laminae ; nagyagite. 
Elastic (Hse-stik), a. and sb. [ad. mod.L. 
elasticus , a. Gr. kXaarriKbs that drives, propulsive, 
impulsive, f. lAa- stem of iXavveiv to drive. 
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The L. word, together with the related Elater, occurs, 
app. as a novelty, in Pecquet's Dissert at io Anatomica 
(i 6 $x\ where elastica virtus denotes the * impulsive force ' 
of the atmosphere, which the Torricellian experiment (1643) 
had shown to be the cause of the phenomena previously 
ascribed to * Nature's horror of a vacuum '.] 

A. adj. 

fl. Pertaining to or causing the * spontaneous * 
expansion of air or gases ; in phrase elastic force 
{virtue, faculty, power, etc.)* Now merged in 3 . 

1653 tr. Pecquet's Anatomical Exper. 122 The Sponta- 
neous dilatation [of the air] enerveth the power of the 
Elastick (impulsive! faculty [Orig. 1631 virtutis Elastic^} 

. .But the other, which is extraneous to the Air, viz., from 
the accession of heat, will make it firm. 1656 More Antid. 
Ath. n. ii. 117121 45 There is an Elastick power in the Air. 
1669 W. Simpson Hydrol. Chym. 129 The air of the convex 
part must of necessity have a strong pressure or elastick 
force to return into the concave thereof. 

f 2. Of air or gas : Possessing the property of 
spontaneous expansion. Now merged in 3 . 

The ultimate particles of air were by some supposed to 
act like a coiled spring; hence the word came to express 
the characteristic property of a spring, as in the early in- 
stances of sense 3. 

x68x tr. Willis's Rem. Med. Wks. Voc., Elastick , that 
goeth off with a force like gunpowder, or spreads forcibly 
forth with a jerk. 1732 Arbuthnot Rules of Diet 279 
Wind is elastick and rarify’d [V air] pent up in some vessel 
of the body. 

8 . Of material substances, whether solid, liquid, 
or gaseous : That spontaneously resumes (after 
a longer or shorter interval) its normal bulk or 
shape after having been contracted, dilated, or 
distorted by external force. (In this sense Elas- 
tioal appears to be somewhat older.) Also of 
motions, forces, etc. : Characteristic of an elastic 
body. Elastic limit : (see quot. 1864 .) Elastic 
fluids : still often used specifically for gases (cf. 2 ), 
though liquids are now known to be perfectly 
elastic according to the mod. definition. 

‘ Elasticity of shape' belongs to solids only; ‘elasticity 
of bulk' to bodies of all kinds. I n the case of gases the 
* normal bulk' to which they tend is indefinitely great. The 
strict modern use as applied to solids dates from James Ber- 
nouilli's memoir of 1694; respecting the earlier instances see 
note to sense 2. 

1674 Petty Dupl Proportion 3 An Appendix, to what is 
said of Springs and other Elastique bodies. 1693 Bentley 
Boyle Led. vii. 224 The Air is now certainly known to consist 
of elastic or springy Particles. 1774 Goldsm. Nat. Hist. 
(1776) II. 162 Every body that strikes against another pro- 
duces a sound, .simple, and but one in bodies which are not 
elastic. 1791 Cowper Iliad v. 117 At once he bent Against 
Tydides his elastic bow. 1794 Schmeisser Min. I. 290 
Elastic Bitumen.. is of a brown color, has no lustre, and 
is very elastic. 1800 Vince Hydrostat. (1806) Def. 1 An 
elastic fluid is one, whose dimensions are diminished by in- 
creasing the pressure. 1847 Emerson Repr. Men, Mon - 
taigne Wks. (Bohn) I. 340 We want some coat woven of 
elastic steel. 1864 Q. Jrnl. Sc. I. 63 The elastic limit, that 
is the extent to which their particles may be relatively dis- 
placed without fracture or other permanent alteration. 
1871 Tyndall Fragm. Sc. I. i. ix The atoms recoil, in virtue 
of the elastic force. 1873 Baker Nile Tribut. xi. 197 The 
elastic boughs sprang back with dangerous force, 1884 
Everett tr. Deschanel's Nat. Philos. 138 The name of 
elastic fluids is often given to gases. 

b. transf Of motion ; Resembling that of an 
elastic body ; springy. 

1848 B’ness Bunsen in Hare Life (1879) XX*;iiL 116 Her 
light, elastic, continually lively motions. 

c. fig. Of feelings, temperaments, etc., hence, 
also, of persons : Not permanently or easily de- 
pressed ; buoyant. 

1778 Han, More Florio n. 193 Th’ elastic spirits nimbly 
bound. x8x6 J. Scott Vis. Paris (ed. 5) 3 An elastic spirit, 
anxious to overleap distance, 1823 Carlyle Misc. (1837) I. 
145 This elastic little urchin. 1848 Macaulay Hist. Eng. 
I. 429 Those elastic spirits . . had borne up against defeat. 
1870 E. Peacock Ralf Skirl. III. 116 The elastic tempera- 
ment of Mr. Skirlaugh. 

4. In popular language, esp.i That can be 
stretched without permanent alteration of size or 
shape. + Elastic gum [=* Fr. gomme ilastique ] : 
india-rubber. Elastic web : cloth woven with 
india-rubber threads so as to stretch; Elastic 
boots ', boots with elastic web at the sides. 

1781 Cavallo in Phil. Trans. LXXI. 519 Common vi- 
triolic ether., could not affect elastic gum. 1793 Schmeisser 
Ibid. LXXXIII. 165, I have, .fixed the tube into the stop- 
per by means of a thin piece of elastic gum. 280a Henry 
Ibid. XCIII. 31 A transfer bottle of elastic gum. 1856 R. 
Gardiner Hajtdbk. Foot 48 The introduction of elastic- 
web for the sides of boots, is a very important improve- 
ment. 1859 J ephson Brittany i. 5 A pair of moderately 
strong French elastic boots. 

b. fig. Of immaterial things : That can be 
‘stretched’ or expanded to suit circumstances; 
flexible, accommodating. 

2859 Bright Sp. India 1 Aug., The revenue of India is 
not elastic. 1864 Ld. Pollock in Morning Star 12 Jan., 
A lax or elastic interpretation of a criminal statute. 1866 
Crump Banking viii. 164 Currency laws, .will never make 
capital so elastic, .any more than, etc. 1874 Morley Com- 
promise (1886) 150 A certain elastic relativity of dogma. 
1884 Church Bacon ix. 212 The new ideas, .would want 
a much more elastic. .instrument than Latin. Mod. He 
seems to have a very elastic conscience. 

C. Anat. Elastic tissue : one of the varieties of 
areolar or connective tissue. 


2861 Hulme tr. Moqutn-Tandan n. 1. 41 Elastic Tissue is 1 
composed of homogeneous fibres. 1876 Quain Anat. (ed. 8) 
ii. 67 Yellow or Elastic Tissue. 
f 5. In etymological sense ; Propulsive. Obs. 
(nonce use), 

17x2 Blackmore Creation iv, By what elastic engines did 
she rear The starry roof, and roll the orbs in air? 

B. sb. Elastic cord or string, usually woven 
with india-rubber. 

X863 E. B .Drifting Clouds 140 Adele had been enquiring 
for a piece of elastic for her hat. 2886 W. Hooper Sk. 
Academic Lifer 3 The thorough-going prim man will always 
place a circle of elastic round his hair previous to putting 
on his college cap. 

t Ela*stical, a. Obs . = Elastic. 

2660 Boyle New Exp. Phys. Mech. i. 22 There is a Spring 
or Elastical power in the Air in which we live. Ibid. 26 
Elastical bodies (if I may so call them). 2664 Power 
Exp. Philos. 11. i4r The Elastical pressure of the external 
Ayr upon the surface of the Quicksilver in the vessel. 2685 
Boyle Effects of Mot. viii. 99 By the Elastical force of the 
bent Bow the string is brought into a violent state of Ten- 
sion. 2694 Slare in Phil. Trans. XVIII. 213 Suffers no 
Elastical Air to lye concealed in any Liquors. 2718 J. 
Chamberlayne Relig. Philos. (2730) II. x vii. § 19 An inhe- 
rent Elastical Power, .like the Steel Springs of Watches. 
fig. 2662 Stillingfl. Orig. Sacr. hi. i. § 2. 364 There is 
an elastical power in conscience. 2664 Power Exp. Philos . 
in. 163 The Noble and Elastical Soul of Des-Cartes. 

Elastically (zlse-stikali). [f. prec. + -ly 2 .] 
In an elastic manner. 

1830 Lindley Nat. Syst.Bot. 234 The cells, .bursting elas- 
tically with 2 valves. 2882 Vines Sachs' Bot. 804 The 
cell-walls which were previously in a state of tension evi- 
dently contract elastically, 
b. tram/, and fig. 

2816 J. Scott Vis. Paris 272 The visitor, .feels his exist- 
ence sit as . . elastically as if he were just born in the full 
possession of the powers of manhood. 2883 Symonds Ital. 
Byways 224 Their bodies are elastically supple. 

Elastician (*-, elaesti-pan). [f. Elastic + -ian.] 
One who is conversant with the science of elasticity. 

2885 Karl Pearson in Nature XXXI. 437 It would be 
extremely valuable to have the opinion of some of our lead- 
ing elasticians. 

Elasticin (zlse’stisin). ff. Elastic + -in.] 
‘The substance composing the elastic fibres of 
connective tissue ’ (Syd. Soc. Lex.). 

2878 Kingzett Anim. Chem. 383 Elasticin is the special 
principle of yellow elastic tissues. 

Elasticity (?-, elsestrsiti). [f. as prec. + -ity : 
cf. Fr. c'lasticile.\ The quality of being elastic. 

1. In literal sense. Cf. Elastic 2 , 3 . 

1664 Power Exp. Philos, nr. 275 The External and Inter- 
nal Ayr were come to tfcws same. . Elasticity. 2674 Petty 
Dis. Royal Soc. 119 Elasticity is the power of recovering 
the Figure, upon removal of such Force. 2683 Boyle 
Effects of Mot. in The Elasticity that Iron, Silver and 
Brass acquire by hammering, 2721 in Bailey. 2802 Paley 
Nat. Theol. Hi. § 3 (1819) 32 By its own elasticity returning 
..to its former position. 2834 Mrs. Somerville Connex. 
Phys. Sc. xxv. (1849) 262 The elasticity or tension of steam 
.. varies inversely as its volume. 2845 Darwin Voy. Nat. 
ii. (1879) 3 1 Sufficient stress does not appear to have been 
laid on the elasticity of the spine. 2860 Tyndall Glac. n. 

§ 16. 312 The substance, after stretching, being, .devoid of 
that elasticity which would restore it to its original form. 

2. fig. a. Energy, vigour, buoyancy of mind or 
character; capacity for resisting or overcoming 
depression. Cf. Elastic A. 2 b. 

2678 Norris Coll. Misc. \ 1699) 232 This spring of my soul 
(my Appetitive Faculty) . . presses and endeavours with its 
whole Elasticity. 2728 Pope Dune. 1. 182 Me emptiness 
and dulness could inspire, And were my elasticity and fire. 
2815 Scott Guy M. xxi, Nature had given him that 
elasticity of mind which rises higher from the rebound. 
2829 I. Taylor Entkus. iv. (2867) 72 To break the elasticity 
of the inventive faculty. 2875 Jowett Plato (ed. 2; V. 41 
Our old men have lost the elasticity of youth. 

b. Capacity for being * stretched 9 ; expansive- 
ness, flexibility, accommodatingness. Cf. Elas- 
tic A. 3 b. 

2858 O. W. Holmes ^wA Breakf. T. iii. 22 There is no 
elasticity in a mathematical fact. 2863 J. Murphy Comm. 
Gen. ill 23 Good, evil, life, and death are striking speci- 
mens of this elasticity of signification. 2863 Pall Mall G. 

1 7 Oct, x ‘ Elasticity', that is to say, a discretionary issue 
of bank-notes. 2874 Morley Compromise ( 1886) 3 There 
are some common rules . . but their application is a matter 
of the widest elasticity. 

Elastin (ztestin). = Elasticin (Syd. Soc. Lex.). 
2875 Gamgeb tr. Hermann's Hum, Physiol. 35 Elastin . , 
is insoluble in all agents which do not decompose it. 

|| Elatcha. Obs. Also alleja(r, alajah, alla- 
jar (Yule), alliza, allacha. [a. Turki alchah , 
alachah, any kind of corded stuff.] A silk fabric 
from Turkestan : * a silk cloth 5 yards long, which 
has a sort of wavy line pattern running in the 
length on one side’ (Baden-Powell, in Yule s.v. 
Alleja). Also attrib . 

c 16x3 Downton in Purckas I. 504 (Y.) The Nabob be- 
stowed on him . . 30 allizaes. 2696 J. F. Merchant's Wareho . 
14 Elatchis. .an Indian Silk strip'd with variety of colours. . 
is usually for Gowns. 171a Lond. Gaz . No. 5051/3 Damasks, 
Elatches, Guiney Stuffs. 272a Advt. in Sped. (Y.) An Aile- 
jah petticoat. 2757 New Hist. £. Ind. II. 145, 400 pieces 
Elatchas. 28x3 Milburn Oriental Comm. II. 221 (Y.) 
Allachas (pieces to the ton) 1200. 

Elate (il e l ’i), a. Also 4 elaat, elat, elayt. 
[ad. L. elat-us, pa. pple. of ejferre to bring or 
carry out ; to elevate, raise. Cf. OF. elat proud.] 


1 1. Lifted, raised. Obs. rare, 
a 1730 Fenton Let. Knight Sable Shield in Anderson 
Poets VII. 663 With upper lip elate, he grins. 

2. fig. Of condition, and of persons with regard 
to their condition: Exalted, lofty. Of feelings, 
etc.: Lofty, proud. 

c 1386 Chaucer Monk's T. 177 This kyng of kynges proud 
was and elaat [v. r. elat(e, elayt]. 2430 Lydg. Chron. Troy 
1. vi, Whom than hefonde, .With sceptre in handeful pomp- 
ous and elate. 14. . Epipk. in Twtdale's Vis, 1x3 O pompe 
elate with thy cheres bold. 1610 Histriom, iv. 127 Thy 
high fate Shall not discerne a fortune more Elate. 2626 
T. H. tr. Caussin's Holy Crt. 58 This Courage . . is power- 
fully elate. 2649 Selden Laws Eng. n. xxxiii. (2739' 148 
Two Kings we have at once in view, both of them of an 
elate spirit. 2755 T. H. Croker Ariosto's Orl. Fur. xliii. 
lxi. II. 339 Shall this little burgh grow up to make A city 
ample, pompous and elate? 2833 Chalmers Const. Man 
(1835) I. ii. 117 There is an elate independence of soul. 

b. Of persons: Inspired ias with joy or hope), 
in high spirits, exultant, flushed (as with success 
or victory). 

2647 Clarendon Hist. Reb. n. 1. 116 An Army elate with 
victory. 2725 Pope Odyss. 1. 176 A brutal crowd, With inso- 
lence, and wine, elate and lowd. 1839 Keightley Hist. 
Eng. II. 67 The Romish party in England were elate. 2870 
Disraeli Lothair xlvi. 244 The ladies returned with elate 
and animated faces. 

Ela tes* [f.L. elat- ppl. stem of ejferre : see 
prec.] 

+ 1. trans. To lift on high, raise, elevate. Obs. 
2578 Banister Hist. Man 1. 37 The superiour part [of the 
bone] is. .in the middest most elated, and vpwardes heaued. 
c 2622 Chapman Iliad xxn. 416 Placus doth elate His shady 
forehead. 1634 Sir T. Herbert Trav. 23 The eighteenth 
of October, wee found by observation, the North pole 
elated seventeene degrees. Ibid. 168 Sometimes they 
elate a finger, smile and pray to Mahomet. 177a Pennant 
Tours Scotl. ( 1774) 235 Two of his fingers elated, in the atti- 
tude of benediction. 

*»• fig- 

2635 Naunton Fragm. Reg. (Arb.) 14 The House . . was 
suddenly elated into the best Families of England and Ire- 
land. 2642 Sir E. Dering Sp. on Relig. ix. 33 This Bishop 
. . elates himself up into usurped titles, 

2. To raise the spirits of (a person), inspirit, 
encourage ; to stimulate, excite ; also, to puff up, 
make proud. Also absol. and (rarely) reft. 

a 1619 Donne Biathan. (1644) 186 But Sapritius elated 
with the glory of Martyredome, refused him. 2636 R. 
Braithwait Lives Rom. Emperors 354 This Emperour . . 
elated himselfe with self-conceite and pride. 2725 Pope 
Odyss. xvn. 33 Schemes of revenge his pondering breast 
elate. 2752 Johnson Rambl. No. 91 p 5 Ready, .to elate 
each other with reciprocal applause. 2852 Longf. Gold. 
Leg., Village School, The wine . . elateth me. 2863 Fr. 
Kemble Resid. Georgia 108, I was elated with my own 
part of this performance. 

Elated (fluted), ppl. a. [f. prec. -f -ed.] Up- 
lifted, raised ; proud, exalted. Cf. senses of vb. 

162s G. Sandys Trav. 31 The Talismanni with elated voyces 
do congregate the people. <22658 Osborne Characters, $c, 
(1673) 617 The Rabble, for want of a more elated Prudence, 
imagining their Governours to proceed, .from some Diviner 
Extraction than their Own. 2757 Dyer Fleece 1. 674 
Elated man, forgetful of his charge. 

H With a word-play on the musical term El A. 
<22653 U. Daniel Idyll , Cerem. 10 Accents ela-ted to the 
Sharpe Clangor of Warre. 

Elatedly (/l^-tedli), adv. [f. prec. + -ly 2 .] 
With elation ; haughtily, pompously. 

1662 Feltham Disc. Luke xiv. 20 (R.) Where do we find 
any so elatedly proud, or so unjustly rapacious as he [Nero] ? 

Elatedness, [f* as prec. + -ness.] Elated 
state or condition ; elation. 

2732-1800 in Bailey. 1791 tr. Swedenborg's Apoc. Rev. 
xviii. (1875) 378 In proportion to their elatedness of heart 
from dominion, .they experience internal grief after Death. 
2805 Knox & Jebb Corn I. 222 We may be in danger of 
presumptuous elatedness. 2850 D. King Geol. $ Relig. 
152 A poor ground for elatedness. 

t Ela*tement. Obs. [f. as prec. + -ment.] 
Elation, elatedness. 

2746-7 Hervey Medit. <$• Contempl. (1818) 272 We reflect 
upon some inconsiderable , . superiority over others, and a 
sudden elatement swells our minds. 2799 Corn. Winter 
Let. in W. Jay Mem. (1843) 67 Such an elatement of mind 
as imaginary painted prospects often occasion. 

Elater 1 (e'latai). [a. (through mod.L.) Gr. 
eKarrip one who or that which drives. 

The adoption of the Gr. word into mod. Lat. (in sense 1) 
seems to be due to Pecquet ( 2631), whose English translator, 
owever, usually rendered it by Elatery.] 

+ 1. The expansive or ‘ elastic ’ property inhe- 
rent in air or gases ; hence, more widely, = e spring ’, 
* elasticity’. Also fig. 

2653 tr. Pecquet's Anatomical Exper. 90 By its [the At- 
mosphere’s] Spontaneous dilatation (which I call Elater) 
[orig. quern Elaterem mmcupo\^ 2660 Boyle New Exp. 
Phys.-Meck. xxiL 162 The swelling, .and the springing up 
. .were not the effects of any internal Elater of the water. 
268a Sir T. Browne Chr. Mor. (1756) 217 Persons, .having 
the elater and spring of their own natures to facilitate their 
iniquities. 1722 F. Fuller Med. Gymn. (1718) 30 Gives 'em. 
a better Tone, or Elater. 2730 Stuart in Phil. Irons. 
XXXVI. 349 The Elater of the Guts. 

2. Zool. Linnaeus’ name for a genus of beetles 
(now the family Elateridse) possessing the power 
of springing up ward from a supine position for the 
purpose of falling upon their feet ; also, a member 
of this family, a skip -jack. 


ELATEB. 


ELBOW. 


2802 Bingley Anim. Biog, <1813) 142 The Elater or Skip- 

f ir Tribe. The Elaters fly with great facility. 1845 Darwin 
by. Nat. ii. (1879)31 At Bahia, an elater or beetle, .seemed 
the most common luminous insect. 1873 Blackmore Cra- 
dock Now. xxx. <.1883) 168 She didn’t know an elater from a 
iipula. 

3. Bot. An elastic spiral filament, or elon- 
gated cell, attached to the sporangium or spore- 
Case in certain Liverworts {Hepaticse), to the spore 
of Horse-tails {E guise tacem), etc., and serving to 
discharge and disperse the sporules when ripe. 

1830 Lindley Nat. Syst. Bot. 324 Spiral fibres, called 
Elateres, within which the sporules are intermixed. 1866 
Treas. Bot. II. 641/2 The elaters which accompany the 
spores are distinct spiral vessels. 1870 Hooker Stud. 
Flora 472 Equisetaceaj . . spores of one kind, attached to 4 
clubbed elastic threads (elaters). 

Elater-, elator (/l^*tai). [f. Elate zl + -er, 
-or.] He who or that which elates. 

2828 Richardson, Elater [with example for Elater 1 ]. 
S847 Craig, Elator. In mod. Diets. 

t Elate'rical, a. Obs. rare- 1 , [f. Elater + 
-ic-t* -Ali,] Pertaining to the theory of elasticity. 

1674 Phil. Trans. IX.. 82 What his Reasons and Evidences 
are to evince the mistake . . of this Elaterical supposition. 

Elaterin (Hae’terin). Chem. Also elatine. [f. 
Elater-ium + -in : cf. F. Natirine.] The active 
principle of elaterium (C 20 H 28 O 5 ) . 

1830 Lindley Nat, Syst. Bot. 193 An extremely active 
poisonous principle, called Elatine, has.. been found in the 
placenta of this plant. 1866 Treas, Bot. I. 437/2 The 
active principle of elaterium is a crystalline substance called 
elaterin. 1887 Brunton Pkamiacol. 929 Elaterin is the 
most powerful hydragogue we possess. 

d EXa-terist. Obs . [f. Elater *+-ist.] One 
who explains certain phenomena as due to the 
*' elatery’ or elasticity of the air. 

266* Boyle Spring of A ir 1. ii. (1682) 3 His Adversaries 
(whom for brevities sake we will venture to call Elateristsl. 
1674 [M. Hale] Difficiles Nugse 237 The Gravitation and 
Elasticity of the Air, invented by the modem Elaterists. 
*708 in Kersey. 1721-1800 in Bailey. 

Elaterite (/lse'tersit), Min. [f. Elater 1 
elasticity + -ite.] A brown hydrocarbon, usually 
soft and elastic like india-rubber ; elastic bitumen. 

1826 Emmons Min. 215 Elaterite, see Bitumen, elastic. 
¥876 Page Adv, Text-bk. Geol. xiv. 244 Masses of elaterite, 
and slaggy mineral pitch. 

|) Elaterium (elati®*ri2?m). [a, L. elateritmi, 
ad. Gr. eXarrjpiov an opening medicine, f. lAa- 
stem of tXavveiv to drive. Senses 3 and 4 are 
due to Elater L] 
fl. A purgative medicine. Obs~° 

2721-1800 in Bailey. 

2. A sediment or precipitate from the juice of 
the Squirting Cucumber ( Ecballmm agreste , Mo- 
mordica Elaterium ), having a bitter acrid taste, 
and acting as a drastic purgative and emetic. Also 
called English Elaterium, to distinguish it from 
French Elaterium, a much less active preparation, 
produced by evaporation of the juice. 

2578 Lyte Dodoens m. xl. 373 Elaterium. .driueth foorth 
by siege grosse fleme. 2657 Phys. Diet., Elaterium . . is 
good against the dropsie. 1684 tr. Willis' Pharmaceu- 
tic* Rat. 41 Other purging Medians, as Jalap, Colycin- 
this, Elaterium.. consist of sharp particles. 2790 Buchan 
Dom. Med. 551 If two grains of wnitevitriol, and the same 
quantity of elaterium, be dissolved in half an ounce of 
marjoram-water, etc, * 83 ? J- Davies. Manual Mat. Med. 
22 The elaterium . . contains a principle sui generis, and 
a bitter substance almost inert by itself. 2866 Treas, Bot. 
I. 437/1 So powerful is pure elaterium, that one eighth part 
of a grain is sufficient to produce strong cathartic effects. 
d*3. Elasticity, springiness {spec, of the air): 
,«= Elater 1 , Elatery. Obs. 

2708 in Kersey. 2722-1800 in Bailey. 2775 in Ash. 

4. Used by Richard for the fruit of the Euphor- 
biacm , which opens elastically when ripe. 
Elaterometer (fl^teqrmftoi). [ad. F. Sto- 
teromltre : cf. Elater 1 and Meter.] An instru- 
ment for indicating the pressure of confined air 
or steam. 

2874 Knight Amer. Mech. Diet. 
t E!ate:ry. Obs . [f, Elater + -y ; c£ Ela- 
terium 3.] The elastic force, elasticity of the 
air ; » Elater L 

x6$| tr. Pecquet's Anat. Exfer. 91 The superficie of 
the Earth-Watrish Orb is pressed of the same [the Atmo- 
sphere] pot. by its weight alone, but also by vertue of his 
Elatery [orig. non solo pondere, sed et Elateris . . virtute). 
*664 Power Exp. Philos. 103 The ayr hath . .a strong elatery 
of its own. 2676 Phil. Trans. X. 534 Corrosions of bodies 
may further bend the springy particles of the Air, giving it 
a greater Elatery. 1847 in Craig ; and in mod. Diets. 

Elatine, obs. var. of Elaterin. 

Elation (H/I-Jsn). Also 4-5 elacion, 5 ela- 
cyoun, 5-6 elaeyon, 6 elatioun. [In ME. ad. 
OF. elacion, ad. L. eldtion-em, n. of action fi 
ppl. stem of efferre\ see Elate a.] 

. f 1 . (after Lat.) a. Lifting, elevation, b. Carry- 
ing out (e.g t of a dead body). Obs. rare . 

*578 Banister Hist. Man 1. 25 The brest bones . . yeeld 
to the elation and depression of the ribbes. 2697 Potter 
Ahtiq. Greece iv. iv.. (2715) 189 Its [the body’s] Elation from 
the House wherein it was prepar’d for Burial. 

2. Elevation of mind arising from success or 
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self-approbation, pride of prosperity ; pride, vain- 
glory. 

c 23 86 Chaucer Pers. T. f 326 Elacion is whan he ne may 
neither suffre to haue maister ne felawe. c 1410 N. Love 
Bonavent. Mirr. xxv. 56 (Gibbs MS.', We haue no mater 
of elacyoun or veyn ioye.of oure selfe. ^1522 .Skelton 
Why not to Court 479 He is in such elaeyon Of his exalta- 
tion. 1678 Owen Mind of God viii. 231 A noysome elation 
of mind. 1712 Addison Sped. No. 464 p 3 Riches exposes 
a Man to. .a foolish Elation of Heart. 

f to. concr. A proud or vain-glorious action. 
c 2630 Jackson Creed 1 v. 11. i. Wks. 1844 III. 202 Their 
next elation . , was to elect him for their King. 

8. Elevation of spirits (in neutral or good sense) ; 
buoyancy, joyousness, pleasurable self-satisfaction. 
(The usual current sense.) 

2750 Johnson Rambler No. 184 ? 5 Their time is past 
between elation and despondency. 2804-8 Foster in Life 
<$- Corr. (1846) I. 278 These praises give me but very little 
Elation. 1842 DIsraeli Amen. Lit, (2867) 619 In the 
elation of youth, he astounded the . . fellows of his college. 
2863 Geo, Eliot Romo/a. I. 11. xxvii. {2880) 332 She saw 
her father, .sink from elation into new disappointment, 
to. concr. An * outburst’ of high spirits, rare. 

1870 Lowell Among my Bks. Ser. n. (2873)243 These are 
the natural jets and elations of a mind energized by the 
rapidity of its own motion. 

+ 4 . concr. Growth. Obs. rare, 
c 2420 Pallad . cm Hash. in. 859 Thai be apte unto put a cion 
Of bowes drie or foule elacion [L. arida aid male uata], 

Ela'tive, a. rare, [as if ad. L. *eldtimis : see 
Elate v. and -ive.] *fa. That raises, elevates. 
{obs.). lb. That elates, causes elation. 

2395 Lodge Fig for Momus 1, By their attracted moyst 
humiditie, Drawne from a certain vertue elative . .. Seeke 
more than their accustom’d nutriment Whence mine his 
generation doth derive. 2838 STRUTHERS Poetic 'Tales 125 
Thither shall gratitude’s feelings elative wend. 

t Elatrate, v. Obs.—° [f. L. elatrat - ppl. 
stem of elatrare , f. e out + latrare to bark : see 
-ate 3 .] * To bark out or speak aloud * (Bailey). 
2623 in Cockeram. 2722-62 in Bailey. 2820 in Jodrell. 
Hence Elatration. 

1730-6 in Bailey. 2775 in Ash. 2820 in Jodrell. 

t Elavate, v. Obs. rare— 1 , [f- L. elavdt- ppl. 
stem of elavare to wash out, wash away : cf. OF. 
estover, elaveri] trans. To wash clean. 

1599 A. M. tr. Gabclhouer’s Bk. Physicke 142/2 First 
elavate them with water wherin hath decoctede chickweede. 

t Elaxate, v. Obs — 0 [f. E- preff + L. laxdi - 
ppl. stem of laxdre to unloose, relax : see Lax.] 
To loosen ; to widen. 

2656 Blount Glossogr. 2722-2800 in Bailey. 2775 in 
Ash. 2847 in Craig. 

Hence f Elaxa-tion. 

2732-6 in Bailey. 2775 in Ash. 2847 in Craig. 
^Elay, v. Obs. rare— 1 . [? var. of Allay vO 
or 2 ; cf. Fr. dilayer to dilute.] trans. ? To mix, 
dilute. 

2573 Art of Limming 5 Orpyment maybe elayed with 
Chalke, and dimmed, .with Oker de Luke. 

+ Elayl (e’kjil). Chem. Obs. [f. Gr. lAa-A 
an olive-tree (cf. tXaiov olive-oil) + vXrj substance, 
material.] Same as Ethylene. In quot. in comb. 

1865 Mansfield Salts 509 We see. .why the base, .should 
differ so greatly in its behaviour from. .Elayl-Stannethyi, 

Elayt, obs. var. of Elate a. 

Elboic, var. of Elbowic. 

Elbow (eribtfu). Forms: 1 elnboga, elebosa, 
elbosa, 2-6 elbow©, 3 elbou, 7 elboe, 7- elbow ; 
also (&) 6 elbok, 8 elbnck. [A Com. Teut. 
compound : OE. qlnboga — Du. elleboog, OHG. 
elinbogo (MHG. ellenboge, mod.G, e Uen-, ellbogen), 
ON. qlnboge (Icel. olnbogi olbogi, Da. albue ):— 
OTeut. *alino-bogon~, f. *alin& arm (see Ell) 4- 
*bogon- bending = Bow sbF\ 

1 . The outer part of the joint between the fore 
and the upper arm. 

c 2000 ^Elfric Voc. in Wr.-Wulcker 158 C libitum, fsedm be- 
twux elboga and handwyrste. c 2250 Voc. ibid. 536 Ulna , 
elbowe. a 2300 Cursor M. 8086 pair armes hari wit hirpild 
hid War sette til elbous in pair side, a 2300 Fragm. 322 
in Popular Treat, on Sc. 139 Thelbowes to the schare, 
c 2340 Gaw. <§• Gr. Knt. 184 A much herd . . Watz euesed al 
vmbe-torne, abof his elbowes. c 1440 Promp . Para. 137 
Elbowe, cubitus. 2388 A. King tr. Canisius Catech. 138 
Wae be vnto thame . . quha sewis soft kods to putt vnder 
euerie Elbok. a 1613 Overbury A Wife (2638) 102 Turnes 
. .from one Elbow to another. 2676 Etheredge Man of 
Mode 1. i. (1684) 12 He was yesterday at the Play, with 
a pair of Gloves Up to his Elbows. 1724 Lady M. W. 
Montague Lett. Ixxxv. 140 In. .a great crowd.. people . . 
knock others with their elbows. 2786 Burns The Ordina- 
tion vii. To see our elbucks wheep And a’ like lamb-tail? 
flyin. 1797 Coleridge Christabel 1, She . . on her elbow 
did recline To look at the lady Geraldine. 2879 Stainer 
Music of Bible 222 Irish bagpipes are inflated by the elbow, 
Scotch by the mouth. 

fb. The point resembling an elbow in tbe 
shoulder or hock of quadrupeds. Obs. 

1607 Topsell Four-f. Beasts 317 The Curb.. is a long 
swelling beneath the elbow of the hough. 2789 W. Marshall 
Gloucester (E.D.S.), Elbows , the shoulder-points of cattle. 

2 . transf. Anything resembling an elbow. 

a, A sharp bend in the course of a river, road, 
etc. 


2591 Percivall Sp. Did., Ahocinarse elrio. .to run with 
turnings or elbows. 2618 Bp. Hall Serm. V. 1 17 The 
current . . speeds forward from one elbow of earth unto 
another. 1762-71 H. Walpole Vertue's Anecd. Paint. 
(1786) IV. 297 The elbows of serpentine rivers. 2792 A." 
Young Tray. France 99 The road.. presents from an elbow 
the finest view of a town I have ever seen. 2861 Miss 
Beaufort Egypt. Sepul. II. xxiii. 31 1 The ravine .. turns 
with a sudden elbow round the end of mount Silpius. 

to. A forward or outward projection ; a comer. 

2626 Bacon Sylva § 472 Fruit-trees or Vines, set upon a 
Wall against the Sun, between Elbows and Buttresses of 
Stone, ripen more than upon a plain Wall 2692 T. H[ale] 
Acc. New Invent, p. evii, Some Elbows of Wharfs .. being 
taken away. 2756 N ugent Gr, Tour III. 206 Ancona . . The 
name of this city is said to be owing to its situation, be- 
cause of the elbow (ayteuv ) . , which the shore makes in that 
place. 2829 Southey Sir T. More (28311 I. 120 You cross 
a wall and the elbow of a large tree that covers it. 2830 
W. Phillips Mt. Sinai iv. 504 Departing day Behind the 
mountain’s elbow disappear’d. 2876 Blackmore Cripps II. 
xiv. 217 The elbow of a hedge jutted forth upon the common. 

C. Mechanics. An angle in a tube, etc. ; a short 
piece of pipe bent at an angle to join two long 
straight pieces. 

2777 Phil. Trans. LXVII. 643 As the elbow made a right 
angle, the tube itself was of course horizontal. 2874 Knight 
Amer. Did. Mech., Elbow, 1. The junction of two parts 
having a bent joint. A knee or toggle joint. 2. A bend, 
as of a stove-pipe. 1880 MacCormac Antisept. Surg. 147 
The tube should, .have no elbows. 

d. Arch . (see quot.) 

2823 P. Nicholson Pract. Builder 584 Elbows of a Win- 
dow, the two flanks of panelled work, one under each shutter. 
1875 Parker Gloss. Archil., Elbows , the projections on the 
side of stalls. _ 1876 Gwilt Archit. Gloss., Elbow, the up- 
right side which flanks any panelled work, as in windows 
below the shutters, etc. 

e. Naut. (see quot.) 

2769 Falconer Did. Marine (1789) Cable tourni . . a foul 
hawse; a cross or elbow in hawse. 1867 Smyth Sailor's 
Word-bk . s.v., Elbow in the hawse . When a ship, being 
moored in a tideway, swings twice the wrong way, thereby 
causing the cables to take half a round turn on each other. 

£ dial, (see quot., and cf. elbow-health in 5). 

2877 E. Peacock N.-W. Line. Gloss. (E.D.S.), Elbow, the 
conical hollow in the bottom of a wine-bottle. 

1 3. transf. An arm of a chair, made to support 
the elbow. Obs . exc. in comb. Elbow-chair. 

2622 Cotgr. s.v, Accondoir, Vne ckaire & accoudoirs , a 
chaire with elbowes. 1679 Marriage of Charles II, 3 A 

t reat Chair with elbows. 1750 Carte Hist. Eng. II. 24 
ilbows (as the sides of chairs are now called). 1784 Cowper 
Task 1. 60 But elbows still were wanting ; these, some 
say, An alderman of Cripplegate contriv’d. 

4. Phrases: a. At the, one's elbow{s: close by, 
very near ; in close attendance ; also fig . ; so 
From the, one's elbow : away from one’s side, 
to. Up to the elbows : lit, ; also fig. engrossed in 
work, excessively busy. c. To be out at elbow {$ : 
to bave a coat worn out at the elbows, to be ragged, 
poor, in bad condition ; hence, in same sense, Out- 
ai-elbowed adj. {nonce-wd.). So, in contrary sense, 
In at elbows (rare), d. *f To scratch, rub the 
elbow : to show oneself pleased, to chuckle, e. 
To shake the elbow : to play at dice {arch). 
t Knight of the elbow : a gambler, f. + To suck 
at {one's) elbow'. ? to play the parasite, sponge 
upon (one). 

a. 2548 Ld. Somerset Epist. Scots 243 Ye haue youre ene- 
mies, .at your elbowe. 2582 Mulcaster Positions vi. (1887) 
47 In the elder yeares, reason at the elbow must serue the 
student. Ibid, xxxvii. 143 You are not able to spare him 
from your elbow. 1698 Vanbrugh AEsop u, i. (1730) 230 
Talk of the Devil and he ’s at your elbow. 2840-2 Dickens 
Old C. Shop i, I found at my elbow a pretty little girl, 
b. 2601 Shaks. Jul. C. uu i. 107 Let vs bathe our hands in 
Caesars blood Vp to the Elbowes. 1883 A. Hobson Dead 
Letter 11. v, Up to our Elbows making Damson Jam. 

C. 2623 Shaks. Meets, for M. 11. i. 61 He cannot [speak] 
Sir; he's out at Elbow. 1771 Smollett Humph. Cl. 
(1825) 55 Sir Ulic Mackilligut .. is said to be much out 
at elbows. 2842 Thackeray Sec. Fun. Nap. i, Seedy out- 
at-elbowed coats, a 2847 Mrs. Sherwood Lady of Manor I. 
vi. 244 He was himself just now so terribly out at 
elbows, that he could not command a hundred pounds. 
1865 Carlyle Fred. Gi. III. viii, iv. 27 Several things 
known to be out-at-elbows in that Country. 287a G. Eliot 
Middlemarch xxxviii. (D.) Pay that hardly keeps him m 
at elbows. 2883 Times 28 May, There is an out-at-elbows 
look about some quarters of Dublin. 

d. 158 8 Shaks. L. L. L. v. ii. 109 One rub’d his elboe 
thus, and fleer’d, and swore, A better speech was never 
heard before. 2398 E. Gilpin Skial. (1878) 25 He’le .. 
scratch the elbow too To see two butchers curres fight. 

©. 1703 Hearne Collect. 26 Nov. (2885-6) I. 200 Money 
which . . he squander’d away in shaking his Elbow. 1760 
T. Brown Wks. II. 46 (D.) Knight of the elbow. 1826 
J. Wilson Nod. Ambr. Wks. 1855 I. 127 Many good and 
great men have shook the elbow. 

f. 2548 Hall Chron. (2809)312 He had many ..that daily 
sucked at his Elbowe. _ 

5. attrib. and Comb., as elbow-cushion, -guard, 
-point ; also elbow-b ombard [transl. It. bom- 
bardo cubito], a kind of cannon in which the breech 
was at right angles with the bore; elbow-cloak, 
? a cloak reaching down to the elbows only ; 
elbow-deep a. (see quot ; cf. 2 f. and elbow- 
health) ; elbow-health, fig., a bumper ; elbow- 
piece, {a.) in plate armour, a covering for the 
juncture of the plates meeting at the elbow ; (A) 
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a piece of tubing forming an elbow; elbow- 
polish =* Elbow-grease ; elbow-shaker (see 
quot) ; elbow-shaking vbl. sb. and ppl. a., play- 
ing at dice ; elbow- wind, a wind blowing side- 
ways. Also Elbow-chair, grease, -joint, -room. 

x88i Greener Gun 20 It was called the *elbow bombard. 
c 2612 Rowlands Spy Knaves, An *elbow cloake, because 
wide hose and garters May be apparent in the lower 
quarters. 1653 Milton Hirelings Wks. (18511 366 A pul- 
pited Divine . . a lollard . , over his *elbow-cushion. 2642 
X. Taylor Gad's Judgem. 11. vii. 102 No man was 
able to contend with him in his. .*Elbow-deep Healths. 
2874 Boutell A rms % Arm. 190 *Elbow-guards, or cou- 
dieres . . were rarely adopted till after the _ year 130a 
1622 Middleton, &c. Old Lava v. i, The nimble fencer 
that . gave me Those *elbow-healths. 1777 Phil. 
Trans. LXVII. 643 This tube was connected to the re- 
ceiver of the air-pump by means of an *elbow-piece of 
brass. 1859 G. Eliot A . Bede 1. vi. (D.) Genuine *elbow- 
polish, as Mrs. Poyser called it. 2785 Cowper Task iv. 44 
Bored with *elbow-points through both his sides. 2725 
Keva Cant. Diet., * Elbow-shaker, a Gamester or Sharper. 
*700 Prol. to Farquhar's Const. Couple (D.), Your *el bow- 
shaking fool that lives by’s wits. 1849 Thackeray Pen- 
dentusi 1875) 594 ‘ It’s been cut into by your master, with his 
helbow-shakii/ and his bill discountin Y a 2722 Lisle Husb. 
(1752) 1 13 A face or back-wind signifies little, nor the *eibow- 
wmd neither to peas and vetches. 

Elbow (e-lbflu), v. [f. prec. sb.] 

I . trans. To thrust with the elbow ; to jostle ; 
also fig. 

2605 Shaks. Lear iv. iii. 44 (Globe ed.) A sovereign shame 
so elbows him. 2673 Dryden Conq. Granada 1. 1, Grown 
more strong, it .. Elbows all the Kingdoms round about. 
1691-8 N orris Pract. Disc . (1711) III. 138 They have scarce 
room to pass in without elbowing . . one another. 1710 
Steele & Add. Tatler No. 253 f 8 Must our Sides be 
elbowed, our Shins broken ? 1876 Green Stray Stud. 190 
The trader elbowing the noble and the artisan the trader. 

% To thrust aside with the elbow ; also, To 
elbow off, out of {anything). Chiefly fig. 

vjtz Steele Sped. No. 484 p 5 It is ever want of breeding 
* .to be . . elbow'd out of his honest ambition. 1712 Ar- 
buthnot John Bull (1727) 74 He used to. .elbow his fellow- 
servants to get near his mistress. 2855 Macaulay Hist. 
Eng, IV. 485 They would elbow our own Aldermen off the 
Royal Exchange. 2884 Manch. Exam. 13 Nov. 5/2 The 
small farming class have been gradually elbowed out of their 
holdings. 

f 3 . absol. and intr. To push right and left with 
the elbows ; also fig. So also, + To elbow it. 

2636 Heywood Challenge v. i. Wks. 2874 V. 68 That 
Picke-devant that elbowes next the Queene. 2682 Man- 
ningham Disc. Truth 50 (T.) He. .grows hot and turbid . . 
elbows in all his philosophick disputes. 2767 Babler 1 1 . 295 
To be elbowing it among people of fashion. 1885 L. Wing- 
field Barbara Pkilpot III. xii. 291 Beaux elbowed for a 
place. 

4 . a. quasi- refi. To force one’s way by elbow- 
ing; const, into, through, b. quasi - trans. To 
make (one’s way) by elbowing. 

2833 Ht. Martineau Berkeley 1. vii. 232 A carrier had 
left the market early to elbow his way into the bank. 2863 
Mrs. C. Clarke Shaks. Char. vi. 162 She . , elbows herself 
in wherever she sees business going on. 

6. intr. To make an ‘ elbow ’ in one’s path, go 
out of the direct way. 

1804 Southey in Robberds Mem. W. Taylor I. 503, I 
would elbow out of my way to Norwich. 1839-40 W. 
Irving Wolf erf s E. (2855) 249 Elbowing along, zig-zag. 

6. (See quot.) 

1755 Johnson, Elbow To jut out in angles. Did. 2775 
in Ash. 2832 in Webster; and in mod. Diets. 
ETbow-ckarr. A chair with elbows : see 
Elbow sb. 3. 

a 2704 T. Brown Praise Drunk. Wks. 1730 I. 36 A 
drunkard seated in an elbow chair. 2822 W. Irving Braceb. 
Hall ii. 9 Very eloquent in praise of an ancient elbow 
chair. 

Elbowed (e'lbo^d),ppl. a, [f. Elbow sb. + -ed 2 .] 
a. Having elbows or bends. Elbowit Grass, Sc. 
(see quot). b. Of a seat : Provided with elbow- 
rests. C. Formed into the shape of an elbow, 
bent, curved. 

2825 Hone Every-day Bh. I. 784 An elbowed seat had 
been introduced. 1825-80 Jamieson Scot. Diet., Elbowit 
Grass, Flote Fox-tail Grass. Alopecurus Geniculatus. 
Elbow-grease, humorous. Vigorous rub- 
bing, proverbially referred to as the best unguent 
for polishing furniture. Hence allusively, energetic 
labour of any kind. 

1672 Marvell Reh. Transp. 1. 5 Two or three brawny 
Fellows in a Corner, with meer Ink and Elbow-grease, 
do more Harm than an Hundred systematical Divines with 
their sweaty Preaching. 2699 B. E. Did. Cant. Crew, 
Elbow-grease, a derisory Term for Sweat. 2735 Littleton 
Lad. Diet., ft had no elbow-grease bestowed on’t. Nee 
demorses sapit ungues. 1879 Trollope Thackeray 122 
Forethought is the elbow-grease which a novelist,— or poet, 
or dramatist,— •requires. 

f Elbowie, a. humorous . Obs. In Diets, el- 
boic(k. [f. Elbow + -ic.] (See quot.) 

1654 Gayton Pest. Notes 1. iii, Verses, which being above 
Hexameters, full sometimes, and sometimes over-makes, 
that rather sounding verse, we call Elbowick. 2727 Bailey 

II, Elboick, a sentence or verse of a rude or ruffling quality, 
as it were hunching or pushing with the elbow. 2734 
Littleton Lat. Did. } Elboick verse, carmen hypermetrum 
or reditndans. 2775 in Ash. 

Elbo win g (e'lbtmiq), vbl. sb. [f. Elbow V. + 


ING 1 .] The action of thrusting with the elbow ; 
concr. a thrust with the elbow. 

2820 T. Mitchell Aristophanes I. 27 What crowding then 
and elbowing among them ! 2846 W. S. Landor Jmag. 

Conv, 1 . 17, 1 received on the stairs many shoves and elbow- 
ings. 2863 Geo. Eliot Romola I. 1. xiv. (2880) 188 He 
pushed his way. .with a sort of pleasure in the . . elbowing. 

Elbowing (e-lbi?uiq), ppl. a. [f. Elbow v. + 
-ING -.] That thrusts with the elbow ; also fig. 

1767 Grainger Solitude (T,), Purse proud, elbowing In- 
solence. 1872 Lowell Study Wind. (2886) 23 The elbowing 
self-conceit of youth. 

Elbow-joint, [f. Elbow sb. + Joint.] 
a. Anat. ‘The hinge-joint formed by the con- 
nexion of the lower end of the humerus with the 
upper ends of the radius and ulna by means of 
ligaments’ {Syd. Soc. Lex.), b. Mech . : = Elbow 2 c. 

2832 R. Knox Cloquets Anat. 310 This muscle is deeply 
seated at the lower and fore part of the arm, before the 
elbow-joint. 2882 Mechanic § 1102 In fig. 556 an illus- 
tration is given of an elbow-joint. 

Elbow-room. [f. Elbow sb. + Room.] Room 
to move one’s elbows ; hence, freedom from con- 
straint; space sufficient to move or work in at 
one’s ease. Also fig. 

c 2540 Boorde The Boke for to Leme A ij b, He. . whiche 
wyll dwell at pleasure . . must dwell at elbowe rome. 2670 
Brooks Wks. (1867) VI. 331 Give faith scope, give it elbow- 
room to work. 2758 Chesterfield Lett. No. 348 (2792) 
IV. 155 Which would give him more elbow-room to act 
against France. 1868 M. Pattison Academ. Org. § 5. 315 
The improvement. .in its [teaching] quality by the.. elbow- 
room which the teacher would obtain. 

Elbuck, Sc. var. of Elbow. 

Elcampane, obs. var. Elecampane. 

Elc(h, obs. form of Each. 

ii Elcb.ee (e*ltj* j. Also elcbi, eltchi. [Turk. 

ilchi, ‘ from Tl a (nomad) tribe, hence the 

representative of the iV (Y.).] An ambassador. 

2828 Blackw. Mag. XXIII. 64 So well described by an 
English Elchee. 2863 Kinglake Crimea I. viii. 213 The 
great Eltchi [Sir Stratford Canning], 
t Elchur, adv. Obs . Forms: 1 elcor, -nr, 2 
eleinir. [OE. ficor=OS. elkor, -kur, OFris. elker , 
OHG. elichdr ; app. the comparative deg. of an 
adv. related to OTeut. *aljo- other.] 

Elsewhere, otherwise, besides. 
c 890 K. ./Elfred Baida iv. xxviii. (Bosw.'i Gif hit hwaet 
elcor bip. <^1175 Lamb. Horn. 205 pet pe mon beo ipuldi. . 
and lete elchur his iwit weldre pene his wrefrSe. 

t Eicrook. Obs. rare- 1 . [?f. el, name of the 
letter L + Crook; but cf. Ellrake.] ?An L- 
shaped hook. 

2606 Birnie Kirk-Burial (1833) 35 Lyke Hophnees with 
elcrookes to minche. .the offerings of God. 
f Eld, sb. 1 Obs. rare— 1 , [app. repr. OE. feled 
(genit. Jeldes) fire; cf. synonymous OS. eld \ ON. 
eld-r (Sw, eld, Da. ild fi] Fire. 

c 2200 Trin . Coll. Horn. 258 pu sscope eld & wind & 
water. 

Eld (eld), sb? arch, and north. Forms : 1 
8&ld(u, eldo, eld, (WS. ieldu, ild(u, yld(u), 
2-6 elde, 2-3 ulde («), 3 eelde, ealde, (4 
north, keild, hold, elide), 4-5 eelde, (helde), 

5 Sc. eylde, 3 (6-9 Sc.) eild, (elth), 4- eld. 
See also Ald, Old, sbs. [OE. fido (abstr. sb. f. 
aid, in WS. eald. Old <2.), corresp. to OS. eldl, 
OHG. alti, eltl , ON. elli (Da. wide). 

Synonymous derivatives from the same root are ON. qld 
( ; — *ald&) and Goth, alps ( :—*alpi-z). 

1 . The age, period of life, at which a person has 
arrived. Obs. exc. dial. 

a 1000 Gitthlac { Gr.) 80 Se haba wer In pa aerestan aeldu 
gelufade Frecnessa fela. c 2000 Mlfmc Horn, in Sweet 
(1879) 90 Eadlg is heora [the innocents’] yld. ^xooo Sax. 
Leechd. III. 162 He leng ne leofaS ponn on miSre ilde. 
a 1225 Ancr. R. 318 Ich was of swuche elde. a 2300 Cursor 
M. 22814 Old and ying, At pat fortald vprising sal be of 
eild, als pai suld here, Haue deide of eild of thritti 3ere. 
c 1300 Beket 159 This child was hot in elde of tuo and 
twenti 3er. 2340 Hampole Pr. Consc. 742 Bot swa grete 
elde may nane now here, c 2350 Will. PaLerne 403 William 

6 3he were of on held, c 2400 Gamelyn 643 Gamelyn, that 
yong was of elde. 1523 Douglas HLneis vin, ix. 41 In sic 
strenthis and eyld. 1559 Mirr. Mag., Edward IV, vii. 2 
Ye wote well all I was of no great elde. 2600 Tourneur 
Transf. Metamorph. (1878) 200 Erinnis purveyor, young 
elth I meane. 2692 Ray N. C. Wds. s.v. Eald, He is tali 
of his Eald. 2724 Ramsay Tea-i. Misc. (2733) I. 63 His eild 
and my eild can never agree. 2860 Ramsay Remin. Ser. 
1. (ed. 7) 277, ‘I am just ae eild wi’ the auld king’ 
[George III]. 

f 2 . Conventional or legal age; full age ; majo- 
rity. Of eld — of age ; within eld = under age ; 
also (quot. 1400) of military age. Obs. 

a 2300 Havelok 228 Sho were comen intil helde. a 1300 
Cursor M. 29444 (Cotf Galba), Childer within elde, of 
cursed man may haue paire belde. 2357 Lay-Folks Mctss- 
Bk. App. 11. 218 like man and woman that of eld is. c 1400 
Rowland fy O. 682 And alle that are with -in elde loke that 
thay to batayle helde. 2450 Myrc 236 Alle that ben of 
warde and elde, 2529 Lyndesay Complaynt 215, I prayit, 
daylie . . My 30ung maister that I mycht see Off eild. 

3 . Old age, advanced period of life ; usually 
with regard to its effects upon man. Also person- 
ified. arch. 3c poet. 


972 Blickl. Horn. 59 Se wlite eft .gewitep & to ylde &e- 
cyrreb. a 2200 Moral Ode 373 in Cott. Horn. 18 1 per is 
3eo3eoe bute ulde. c 1205 Lay. 11546 Vnhaele & selde 
haeueS pene king vnbalded. c 2250 Gen. «§* Ex. 1197 Sarra 
,.wurd wi 5 child, on elde wac. 2340 Hampole Pr. Consc. 
801 Alle thir. .That clerkes propertes of eld calles. 1388 
Wyclif Prov. xvi. 31 A coroun of -dignyte is eelde. _ c 1449 
Recock Repr. iii. v. 303 A staffe forto go by in his eelde 
for sijkenes. 2549 Compl. Scot. i. 20 Tha begyn to decrease 
ande declinis til eild ande to thedede. ’ 2599 Marston Sco. 
Villanie 1, iv. (1764) 187 Cold, writhled Eld, his liues-wet 
almost spent, 1600 Fairfax Tasso xvn. xi. (1726) 297 His 
eies (not yet made dim with eild) Sparkled his former 
worth and vigor braue. 2637 B. Jonson Sad Sheph. 11. ii. 
Who scorns at eld, peels off his own young hairs. 2748 
Thomson Cast, Indol. n. xxxi, The whitening snows Of 
venerable eld. 2800-24 Campbell Pil*>r, Glencoe 478 Hale 
and unburden’d by the woes of eild. 2858 Kingsley W eird 
Lady 17 His beard was white with eld. 

t b. People of advanced age ; old men ; senate 
or aristocracy. (In quot. 1592 perhaps the adj. 
used absol.) Obs. 

c 2000 ^Elfric Horn. (Thorpe) II. 506 < Bosw.), Seo yld hi 
sebsed and seo iu^up wrat. a 1075 O. E. Chron. (Laud 
MS.) an. 1004 Daer wserS East Engla folces seo yld ofsla^en. 
1592 Wyrley Armorie 147 That pleasant sweet content 
That diuers eld haue found within a wall. 

c. poet. An old man. (But perh. an absol. use 
of the adj.) Rarely in pi. elds. 

2796 Coleridge Dost. Nations, To the tottering eld 
Still as a daughter would she run. 2830 W. Phillips Mt. 
Sinai 11. 364 That eld august Came out from Israel, I bid. 
iii. 165 To the expectant host In solemn order did these 
elds descend. 

f 4 :. Antiquity, duration of existence ; time con- 
sidered as a destroying or wearing agency. Obs. 

^2374 Chaucer Anel. Arc. 12 That eeld which that all 
can frete and bite. 160a R. T. Five Godlie Serm. 64 Eld 
eateth al things, a 2667 Jer. Taylor Serm. Suppl. 12678) 
148 An old sore . . by its eld almost habituate. 2740 Shen- 
Stone Schoolmistress 137 In elbow-chair .. By the sharp 
tooth of cankering Eld defaced. 

5 . Antiquity, the olden time. Men , times , etc, 
of eld = men, etc. of old. poet, and arch. 

C2400 Deslr. Troy 11882 Hit is said oftsythes with sere 
men of elde, The last loy of ioly men Ioynys with sorow. 
1640 J. Gower Ovid's Fest, 1. 21 In times of eld men 
pleased the powers of heaven. 2822 Byron Ch. Har 1. 
xciii, Lands that contain the monuments of Eld. 2834 
Ld. Houghton The Eld, Blessed be the Eld, Its echoes 
and its shades. 2847 Longf. E7j. Prel. 3 The murmuring 
pines and the hemlocks. .Stand like Druids of eld. 

b. People of the olden time, antiquity (personi- 
fied). poet, and arch. 

Chiefly in Shakspere’s phrase * superstitious eld ’. 

2598 Shaks. Merry W. iv. iv. 36 The superstitious . . Eld 
Receiu’d. .This tale of Herne the Hunter, for a truth. 2820 
Scott Monast. Introd., Superstitious eld .. has tenanted 
the deserted groves with aerial beings. 1823 — P evert l II. 
i, 5 Tradition and superstitious eld . . had filled up the long 
blank of accurate information. 

■f 6. An age of the world, a secular period. Obs. 
a 1000 Guth lac (Gr.) 807 In pam leohtan ham purh selda 
tid ende gebidan. c 2000 ^Elfric Horn, in Sweet (2879) 60 
Seo pridde yld waes 3 a wuniende 08 David, c 1250 Gen. § 
Ex. 705 Dis oSer werldes elde is so A Shusent jer seuenti 
and two. a 1300 Cursor M. 9230 Blissed be sco pat us has 
spedd pat we pe elds four has redd. Ibid. 21847 Sex eiides 
ha we broght in place. C1425 Wyntoun Cron. 11. ix. 77 
Wytht-in pe ferd Eylde Yrland Was to pe Scottis obey- 
ssande. 1513 Douglas Mneis vn. xii, 99 Ceculus. .all eildis 
. .schawis ws Engenerit was by the God Vulcanus. 

7 . Comb., as eld-time. 

2839 Bailey Festus x. (2848) 120 In the eld-time. 

*p Eld, sb? : ME. ane eld ==■ a neld, a Needle. 
a 1400-50 A lexander 2370 So nere, vnethes at ane eld 
mijt narowly betwene. 

Eld (eld), a. poet, and arch. [repr. ME. eldfi, 
OE. (WS.) eald (see Old) ; the mod. word may 
however be newly f. Eld j&] Occas. used in 
poetry for Old (q.v. for earlier instances). 

[c 1440 Promp . Parv. 237 Elde, or olde, for-weryde [1499 
eeld, or worne], vetustus, detritus, inveteratus.] 1629 
H. Hutton Follies Aneit A 1842) 42 Steward . .To serue their 
commons as eld servants use. 1854 Dobell Balder xxv. 
285 Ye eld And sager Gods, 
b. quasi-jA 

2592 [see Eld sb*. 3 b]. 2796-2830 [see Eld sb*. 3 c]. 

I t Eld, Obs. Forms: 1 WSax. eald-ian, 2 
eald-ien, 3 seld-en, 3-5 eld-en, eld-e (4 Kent 
yeald-y), 4-5 eeld-en, eeld©, 6 eld, Sc. eild. 
See also Old( e v. [In southern dialects repr. 
OE. (WS.) ealdian (:— type *alct6jan, not re- 
presented in any other language), f. eald, Odd ; 
the equivalent Mercian from *aldian survived in 
ME. as Old(e v. The midland and northern 
instances of eld{en, eeld{en, eild, probably belong 
formally to Eld v? (type *aldjan). 

1 . intr. To grow old. 

c 2000 AgS\ Gosp. John xxi. 28 Ponne pu ealdast R116© 
Hatton ealdest]. ^ 2200 Ormin 18830, All iss itt whilwend- 
like ping batt eldepp annd forrwurrpepp. c 2205 Lay. 
2937 J>a aeldede [c 2275 holdede] pe king. <*2300 E. E. 
Psalter ci, 27 (M.) As klepinge elde sal alle pai. 1340 
Ayenb. 97 Hi ne may na3t yealdy, ase dede pe yealde 
la^e. 2382 Wyclif Josh. xii. 1 Thou hast eeldid, and art 
of loong age. c 2440 Promp. Parv. 237 Eelden, agyn. 
2496 Dives ff Paup. (W. de W.) 1. viii. 39 They be 
paynted lyke yong men . . in token that they . . elden not. 
2536 Bellenden Cron. Scot. (2821) I. 200 This Valerian© 
. .eildit in miserabill servitude. 


ELDED, 


ELDEB. 


% irons* To make old. 

£•1400 Rom. Rose 392 Tyme. .eldith our auncessours And 
eldith kynges and emperours. 

t Eld, vA Obs, Also 1 eld-an, (WS. ield-an, 
yld-an), 2 eld-en. [OE. g Man (in WS. i%ldan* 
yldan ) = OHG. alien to delay (also more literally to 
make or become old):— OTeut. *aldjan, f. *aldo- 
Old,] tram, and intr. To put off to a later time, 
defer, delay. 

C897 K. Alfred Gregory's Past . xxi. 152 Se lareow 
ieldende sec 3 Sonetiman, axxzx O. E. Chron. (Laud MS.) 
ann. 1 xoo peak pe ic hit Iseng yide. c 1175 Lamb. Horn. zz 
}>e wrecche sunfulle ne elde nawiht J>et he ne ga to bote pe 
wiie he mei. 

f Eld, vA Obs . exc. dial. ~ Ail. 

156. Ther sites in Hazlitt Dodsley I. 414 My son, what 
thing eldeth thee? 1880 Miss Jackson Shropsk. Word-bk. 
s.v., Doctor.. didna seem to know whad elded ’im. Molly's 
. .bin eldin' a lung wilde. 

Elde, obs. var. of Yield v. 
t ETded, ppl. a, Obs. [f. Eld vf + -ed.] That 
has grown old, inveterate. 

a 1300 Cursor M. (Cott. MS.) 26654 Of elided [F. eldid] 
thing, .better [F. hard] it es to change pe state. 

Elder (eridsi), sb . 1 Forms : a. ellsern, ellsen, 
©lien, 2 ~4 ellarne, 4 ellerne, elrene, (5 elerne, 
elorne, ©Hern, elnerene 5, 9 dial, ©lien), 4-7- 
©Her, 4-6 eldre, 5 eldyr, (6 ellore), 6-7 
©Idren, ©Idem, 5 eller; 0 . 5 helren, Wil- 
der (-tre), hyldyr, hyllor, hillar, hiHerne 
(-tre), hyl (-tre). [With OE. ellrnrn (of which 
ellen is app. a reduced form, as (sen of isern) 
cf. MLG. ellern , elderne, alhorn , elhom (Schiller 
6 c Ltibben), Flem. dhoren , alhoren (Kilian). 
Possibly an originally adjectival formation ; cf. 
Ger. ahorn maple — L. acernus adj. (For the 
euphonic change of elr- to eldr- cf. Alder 1 .) 
The forms with initial k seem to belong to a 
wholly different word, prob. of ON. origin ; cf. 
Da. hyld, hyldetrae , Sw. hyll , app. related to the 
synonymous OHG. holuntar, MHG. holander, 
holder, mod.G. holunder, holder ; in which a con- 
nexion of some kind with Hole, Hollow, is 
plausible, as the tree might naturally have been 
named from its tubular stems.] 

1 . A low tree or shrub, Sambucus nigra (N.O. 
Caprifoliacese ), called, for distinction, the Com- 
mon or Black-berried Elder; bearing umbel-like 
corymbs of white flowers ; the young branches are 
remarkable for their abundance of pith. 

ayoo Epinal Gloss . 893 Sambucus, ellaen. a 800 Cor- 
pus Gloss. 1175 Sambucus , ellaern. c 1000 Sax . Leechd. 
XI. 68 Wi'p fotece £errim ellenes leaf, cx 150 Voc. in 
Wr.-Wulcker 556 Sambucus, suew, ellarne. C1325 Gloss. 
W. de Biblesw, in Wright Voc. 163 De suken (hilder- 
tre, helren) font les souheans. 136a Langl. P. PI. A. 1. 
66 Iudas he lapede with pe I ewes seluer And on an 
Ellerne treo [v. r, el dir ; 1377 B. 1. 68 eller] hongede him 
after, c 1425 in Voc. Wr.-Wulcker 646 Hecsambuca, hyllor- 
tre. c 1440 Promp. Parv., Eldyr or hyldyr, or hillefne tre 
[v. r. hillar; hyltre, or elerne; elder, or hyltre, or elorne]. 
a 1450 A Iphita. 161 Sambucus. .ellen. 1471 Ripley Comp. 
Alch. v. xlii. in Ashm. (1652) 158 Wene they.. to have.. of 
an Elder an Apple swete? 1523 Fitzherb. Husb. § r26 
The stakes of the . . ellore be good . 1598 S haks. Merry 
W. n. iii. 30 My heart of Elder. 2608 Plat Gard, Eden (1653) 
100 Every plant of an Eldern will grow. 1615 W. Lawson 
Orch. $ Gard, (1648) 3 Some thmke the . . eller [would 
have] a waterish marish. 1728 Thomson Spring 443 Then 
seek the bank where flowering elders crowd. 1876 Harley 
Mat, Med, 576 The Elder, indigenous in Europe, was 
known to the Greeks. 

2 . Extended to other species of the genus Sam- 
bucus ; in N. America applied chiefly to S. cana- 
densis. With distinguishing epithets : Dwarf 
Elder, Ground Elder, Dog Elder (Y. Ebulus) 
= Dane wort; Wild Elder, used by Lyte for 

S. racemosa . 

1578 Lyte Dodoens m. xliv. 379 The nature and vertues 
of the wilde Eldren are as yet unknowen. 
b. In popular names of other plants bearing a 
superficial resemblance to the elder : Bishop’s 
Elder, Dog Elder, Dwarf Elder, Ground 
Elder, Wild Elder (cf. 2), names for Goutweed 
{AEgopodium Podagrarid ) ; Ground Elder, An- 
gelica silvestris ; Marsh or Marish Elder, 
Water Elder, White Elder * Guelder Rose 
( Viburnum Opulus). 

3 . Attrib., as elder-blossom , - branch , -bud, - bush , 
- flower , - pith , -stick, -tree, - vinegar , - wine , -wood ; 
elder-leaved adj. ; elder-blow, elder -blossom ; 
elder-gun, a pop-gun made of a hollow shoot of 
elder ; elder-moth, Uropteiyx Sambucata. Also 
Elder-berry, etc. 

1862 Barnes Rhymes Dorset Dial. I. 76 A vield, .Where 
“elder-blossoms be a-spread. 1875 Emerson Lett, fy Soc. 
Aims, Poet . fy Imag. Wks. (Bohn) III. 154 The scent 
of an *elder-blow. .is event enough for him. 1579 Spen- 
ser Sheh. Cal. Nov. 147 The Muses. .Now bringen bitter 
*Eldre braunches seare. 164a Fuller Holy St Prof. St. 
1. v. 12 In the beginning of the spring, .sallads are made 
of “eldern -buds. 1815 Scott Guy M. i, A hut, or farm- 
house, .surrounded by large *elder-bushes. 1626 Bacon 
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Sylva § 692 Of this kind are “Elder-flowers, which there- 
fore are proper for the Stone. 2718 Quincy Compl . Disp. 
133 Elder-flowers.. Flowers from. May to July. 2599 
Shaks. Hen. V , iv. i. 220 That's a perilous shot out of 
an *Elder Gunne. a 2613 Overbury A Wife (2638) 201 As 
boyes doe Pellets in Elderne Guns. 2882 Garden 23 Sept. 
273/1 The *Elder-leaved or black Ash. . the leaves of which 
. . are serrated, c 2600 J. Day Begg . Bednall Gr. iv. 11, Thou 
wither'd “Elder-pith. 153a More Confnt. T indale Wks. 425/1 
No more then . . thys greke woorde presbyteros signifyeth, an 
“elder sticke. 2398 Trevisa Barth . De P. R. xvn. cxliv. 
(1495) 700 The *Ellern tree hath vertue Duretica. x$66 
Warde tr. Alexis' Seer. in.i.ix b, Fourevncesof the water 
of Elderne tree. 2722 tr. Pomet’s Hist. Drugs I. 32 The 
Arabian Costus is the Root of a Shrub very like an Elder 
Tree. 1709 Steele Tatler No. 150 F 6 They had dissented 
..about the Preference of '“'Elder to Wine-Vinegar. 2735 
Berkeley Querist § 151 Men of nice palates have been 
imposed on, by '“'elder wine for French claret. 1760 T. 
Hutchinson Hist. Col. Mass. v. (1765)464 A young stick of 
“elder wood. 

4 . Misused for Alder V 

c 1535 Dewes Introd. Fr. in Palsgr. 914 Thelder, aulne. 
1612 Florio Alno negro, the blacke Elder-tree. 

Elder, sbA dial. [cf. MDu. elder of same 
meaning; perh. repr. OTeut. *alipro‘\m, f. *alan 
to nourish. (Not etymologically connected with 
Udder.')] The udder of a cow or mare. 

1674 Ray N. C. Wds. 17 The Elder: the Udder. 2679 
Plot Staffordsh. (1686) 262 Which was a yard and an inch 
high at 2 days old, and had . . milk in its elder. 1797 J. Down- 
ing Disord. Horned Cattle 87 The beast should be. .milked 
quite clean out of the elder. 2875 Lane. Gloss, s. v. ( E. D. S.) 
Hur [the cow’s] elder’s a bit sore. 2880 Miss Jackson 
Shropsk . Gloss, s. v. (E, D. S.) The mar' . . wuz glad to see 
the cowt for 'er elder wuz as 'ard as a stwun. 

Elder (e-ldai), a. and sb . 3 Forms : 1 {Mercian, 
Kent.) eldra, {Northumbrian, Mercian) Sidra, 
( IVSax.) ieldra, yldra, 2-3 eldere, eldre, ealdre, 
3 eseldre, aeldre, elldre, eldore, selder, 3-4 
(heldre), uldre, ildre, 4 eilder, eldir, 5 either, 
y elder, ©elder, (*Sk. 6 eldar, 8 ellar), 3- elder. 
See also Alder, Older, adjs [OE. $ldra (fern, 
and neut. §ldre) -« OS. aldira, OFris. alder, elder , 
OHG. altiro, eltiro (mod.Ger. alter), ON. eldre, 
ellre (Da. seldre), Goth, alpha*.— OTeut. % a*lfi- 
zon-, regularly f. *aldo~, OE. aid (WS. eald ), Old. 

The late WS. form yldra survived in the south as uldre 
{H), ildre until the 13th c. 

A. adj. The comparative degree of Old a.; 
formerly equivalent to the mod. Older, but now 
restricted to certain special uses. 

1 . That has lived or existed longer ; senior, more 
advanced in age. 

f a. Formerly used (both of persons and things) 
as a predicate ; also as an attribute followed by 
than. Now superseded by Older. 

c 2000 Riddles xli. 42 (Gr.) Ic eom micle yldra, j>onne 
ymbhwyrft J>es. c 1175 Lamb. Horn. 23 A j? et ic beo ealdre. 
c 1200 Moral Ode (Egerton MS.)i Ic sem elder h^nne ic 
waes, a winter and a lore, a 1240 Wohnnge in Cott. Horn. 
277 Swa Jra eldere wex, swa Jm pourere was. 2542 Elyot 
Image Gov. 93 If she shall be as olde, or elder than I am. 
1593 Bilson Govt. Christ's Ch. 364 The lawes of forren 
countries are farre elder then ours. 1596 Shaks. Merck. 
V. iv. i. 251 How much more elder art thou then thy 
lookes? a 1639 W. Whateley Prototypes n. xxxiv. (1640) 
161 Friendship is like wine, the elder the better. 2673 
Cave Prim . Chr. 1. vii. 203 A custom probably not much 
elder than his time. 

b. as attribute without than. Not now used of 
things, except with quasi-personification. Now 
chiefly with sbs. denoting family relationship, or 
as denoting the senior of two indicated persons ; 
otherwise somewhat arch. Often with omission 
of sb. implied in the context. 

Beowulf 469 (Gr.) Waes herexar dead min yldra maeg. 
c 888 K, iELFRED Boeth . viii, Ic oe geongne ^elaerde swelce 
snytro swylce mane^um o^rum ieldran gewittum ofto^en is. 
c 975 Durh . Gosp. Luke xv. 25 Waes 8a sunu his aeldra on 
lond. 2279 R. Glouc. (1724) 367 Margarete . . J>e eldore of 
]?e tuo, in spoushod he nome. #2300 Cursor M. 3861 be 
eilder sister he for-sok. 2382 Wyclif Luke xv. 25 Forsothe 
his eldere sone was in the feeld. £1450 Merlin i. 5 The 
either suster vndirstode hym wele. c 1478 Phimpton Carr. 
38 The said Wil. Rycroft yelder. 1717 Lady M. W. Mon- 
tague Lett. II. xliv. 22 It is a great part of the work of the 
elder slaves to take care of these young girls. 1745 Wesley 
/K& r. (1872) VIII. 217 These are too young; send elder 
men. 2825 Scott Ld. of Isles vi. xvi, Elder brother’s care 
And elder brother’s love were there. 1876 Freeman Norm. 
Conq. (1876) IV. xvii. 47 The Cathedral Church of the 
bishoprick whose throne is now hidden in the elder minster 
of Saint Fritheswyth. 

f 2 . a. Of an obligation, right, or title: Of 
longer standing, prior, that has superior validity, 
b. Of officials, etc.: That ranks before others by 
virtue of longer service ; senior. Obs. 

{Elder Brethren : see Brother 4 b.) 

2642 tr. Perkins' Prof. Bk. iv. § 285 If the possession 
bee not devested out of them by an elder title. 2594 
West Symbol, n. Chancerie § 139 It cannot be intended 
that, .he would have left the elder bond, .unsued for. 1722- 
1800 Bailey, Elder Battalion, that Battalion which was 
first raised, and has the post of honour according to its 
standing. Elder Officers , such officers whose Commissions 
bear the eldest Date. 

f 3 . Elder man : = elder sb., in senses B. 2, 3. 
Sometimes written as one word elderman. Obs. 


a 2300 Cursor M. 5784 (Cotton MS.) Ga gedlr samen bin 
eldir men. 1387 Trevisa Higden (Rolls) I. 41 pe sena- 
toures and elder men of Rome, c 1400 Apol. Loll. 2 Jerom, 
Sc Gregor take a wey f>e name of he bischop, or heldarman! 
1530 Compend. Treat. (1863) 51 The prophet Moses hadde 
chosen seuenty eldermen. 2708 Motteux Rabelais iv. xxv 
So they call’d their eldest Elderman. f 

4 . In Card -playing. Elder hand : the first 

player. Cf. Eldest 5. 

2589 Pappe w. Hatchet Ciiij, The poore Church should 
play at vnequal game, for it should loose al by the Elder 
hand. 1746 Hoyle Whist (ed. 6) 22 You are elder Hand. 
1873 Cavendish [H. Jones] Piquet 29 The pack is then cut 
by the non-dealer, or elder hand. 

t 5 . Of or pertaining to a more advanced period 
of life; later. Obs. 

(In this sense elder days are the opposite of the elder days 
of sense 6, just as an older portrait has & younger face.) 

2593 Shaks. Rich. II, n. tii. 43, I tender you my sendee 
raw and young; Which elder dayes shall ripen. i6u — . 
Cyrnb, v. 1, 14 To second Illes with files, each elder worse. 
1737 Whiston Josephus’ A?it. xvi. xi. 8 He also was guilty 
of. . a crime in his elder age. 

6. a. That existed at a previous time ; ancient, 
earlier, former, b. Of or pertaining to ancient 
times or to an earlier period. 

c 1340 Cursor M. App. i. p. 1636. 23876 We. . In eldern men 
vrmirur se. c 2449 Pecock Repr. 11. x. 202 In eeldir daies, 
whanne processioun was mad. 2587 Mirr. Mag., Induc- 
tion xii. 7 What thinges were done, in elder times of olde. 
1668 Hale Pref. Rolle’s Abridgm. 8 Many of the Elder 
Year-Books are Filled with Law, now not so much in use. 
1801 Southey Thalaba ix. ix, Huge as the giant race of elder 
times. 2823 Lamb Elia Ser. 11. i. (1865) 242 Curiosity pre- 
vailing over elder devotion. 2852 Miss Yonge Cameos I. 
Introd. 2 The elder England has been so fully written of, 
2867 Macfarren . Harmony ii. 35 Modern writers .. may 
produce compositions in the elder style. 

7 . Comb, as elder -bom adj.; elder - brother- 
hood, the state or dignity of an elder brother ; 
elder-brotherly*, -sisterly a., pertaining or proper 
to an elder brother or sister. 

1870 Bryant Iliad II. xv. 8r “Elder-born am I. 1884 in 
Lilt ell’s Living Age No. 2077. 66 Its “elder-brotherhood 
Writ on the face of its perfected plan. 1823 Bentham Not 
Paul 370 note , This . . assumed fatherly affection, under 
the name of “elder-brotherly .. what was it? 1870 Miss 
Bridgman R. Lynne II. viii. 163 ‘So. I told them’, said 
Fanny, with a demure, “elder-sisterly air. 

B. sb. An elder person, lit. and jig. 

+ 1 . A parent [cf. mod.G. eltern pi.]; an 
ancestor, forefather ; hence, in wider sense, a pre- 
decessor, one who lived in former days. Almost 
exclusively in pi. Obs. 

971 Blickl. Horn. 195 Ure yldran swultan and swi}>e oft us 
from wendan. a 1000 Elene 462 *Gr.) pa me yldra min 
ageaf andsware. a 1067 Chart. Eadweard in Cod. Dipl. 
IV. 167 For mines fader and for allra minra yldrena sawlan. 
c 1275 Lamb. Horn. 123 Helle . . we weren in bifolen [mrh 
ure eldra gult. c 1205 Lay. 7290 pet me mine aeldre [1275 
eldre] dude scome. c 1230 Hali Meid. 27 Feire children., 
gladien muchel j>e ealdren. 1297 R. Glouc. (1724) 11 Here 
elderne. .were y nome in ostage Fram the bataile of Troie. 
c 2325 Metr. Horn. 209 Underlout till thaim was he, Als 

! :od child au til elderes be. 2393 Langl. P. PI. C. iv. 419 
>at agag of amalek * and al hus lygepuple Sholde deye del- 
ulliche * for dedes of here eldren. c 1440 York Myst. 
xxvii. 14 That with oure elthers euer has bene. 2523 
Douglas AEneis vn. iv. 44 And sett himselfe amyde his 
elderis trone. 1535 Coverdalk John. ix. 18 They called the 
elders of him that had receaued his sight. 2557 N. T. 
(Genev.) 2 Tim. i. 3, I thanke God, whome I serue from 
myne elders with pure conscience. 

fb. transf. (see quot.) Obs. . 

1729 London & Wise Compl. Gard. vi. 115 Some [branches] 
shoot directly out of the main Body .. and may be called 
Elders, or Mothers. 

2 . (A person’s) superior in age, senior. Almost 
exclusively in pi. 

c 2200 Ormin 23215 He patt iss pin elldre. £’2340 Cursor 
M. 12092 To his eldre worship drawe. c 2420 Pallad . on 
Husb. 1. 125 That yonger men obeye unto thaire eldron. 2552 
Abp. Hamilton Cateck . (1884) 36 Ic haif had . . understand- 
ing aboue my eldaris. 2596 Shaks. Tam. Shr. n. 7 So well 
I know my duty to my elders. 2737 Pope Hor. Epist. 11. 
L 1 17 If our elders break all reason's laws. 2802 Med. 
Jml. V. 412, I .. leave my elders to judge of them. # 1848 
Macaulay Hist. Eng, I. 47 The child, .undoubtingly listens 
to. .his elders. 2864 Tennyson Enoch Ard. 375. 
b. A person advanced in life. 

2597 Shaks. 2 Hen. IV, 11. iv. 282 The wither'd Elder 
hath his Poll claw’d like a Parrot, a 2643 G. Sandys (J.) 
From their seats the reverend elders rose. 1884 Illust , 
Lond . News 20 Sept. 268/12 The three elders, his com- 
panions in this terrible adventure, are now brought home. 

3 . A member of a ‘ senate governing body or 
class, consisting of men venerable for age, or con- 
ventionally supposed to be so. Now chiefly Hist. 

Orig. as transl. of the semores of the Vulgate, rendering 
the Heb. D^pl z'qenlm (lit. ‘ old men '). Cf. the equivalent 
Gr. yepavres- 

2382 Wyclif Dent. xix. 12 The aldren [MS. C. elderes ; 
2388 eldere men] of that citee shulen seende. 2535 Cover- 
dale Susanna 50 The elders (that is the principall heades) 
sayde. — 1 Macc. xi. 32 The lettre which we dyd wryte 
vnto oure elder Lasthenus. 2607 Shaks. Cor. 1. i. 230 See 
our best Elders. 2621 Bible Ruth iv. 9 Boaz saide vnto 
the Elders, and vnto all the people. 2715-20 Pope Iliad 
xviii. 586 The reverend elders nodded o’er the case. 1815 
Elphinstone Acc. Caubul (1842) I. 221 To which the c hief 
and elders always lend their weight. 2870 Gladstone 
Prim. Homer (1878) 216 They bear the general appellation 
of gerontes, elders, as well as kings. 
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ELDMOTHER. 


4 , In ecclesiastical use. A literal rendering of 
Gr. irpta&vrepos, the title given to a certain order 
or class of office-bearers in the early Christian 
Church. The Gr. word was adopted in eccle- 
siastical Latin as presbyter , and its historical 
representative in Eng. is Priest. In certain Pro- 
testant churches, chiefly those called Presbyterian, 
the Eng. word elder (with presbyter as an occa- 
sional synonym) is used as the designation of a 
class of officers intended to correspond in function 
to the ‘ elders ’ of the apostolic church. 

In the Presbyterian churches the term elders, includes the 
clergy (for distinction called 'teaching elders ’j, but in 
ordinary language it is restricted to the lay or ruling 
elders , who are chosen in each parish or congregation to 
act with the minister in the management of church affairs. 

[1382 Wyclif Acts xv. 6 And apostils and eldre men 
camen to gidere.] 1526 Tindale Titus i. 5 < That thou . . 
shuldest ordeyne elders [Wyclif, preestis] in every citie, 
X579 Tomson Calvin's Serm. Tim. 237/2 Seing_ y e _ Church 
is compared to a flocke. .the word shepeherde signified* an 
Elder, not by age, but by office. 1651 Hobbes Leviatk. hi. 
xlii. 289 Timothy was an Elder. 1719 D’Urfey Pills ( 1872) 
XI. 288 When their Bishops are pulled down, Our Elders 
shall be sainted. 1760 T. Hutchinson Hist. Col. Mass. iv. 
(1765) 426 Most of the churches . . had one or more ruling 
elder. 1794 Burns, Robin share in hairs t, Robin . . Play’d 
me sic a trick, And me the eller’s dochter. 1846 M c Cul- 
loch Acc. Brit. Empire (1854) II. 285 The Kirk Session 
is. .composed of the minister of the parish and of lay-elders. 
New elders are chosen by the Session. 1858 Longf. M. 
Standish 31 The excellent Elder of Plymouth. 

5 . Comb., as elder Hike adv. 

1640 Witt's Recreat. in Southey Comm. -PI. Bk. Ser. n. 
314 Now most Elder-like he can Behave himself. 1795 
Southey Joan 0/ Arc 111. 542 Fathers of the church, .what 1 
elder-like Would ye this fairer than Susannah eye ? 

ETder, v. nonce- wd. [f. prec.j To elder it : to 
play the elder (brother or sister). 

1855 Chamb. Jml. III. 243 She elders it with such tender 
protection over the little sister. 

Elder, dial, form of PI elder, rather. 

1857 E. Waugh Lane. Sk. 26 in Lane. Gloss. ( E. D. S.) One 
could either manage we’t at th’ for-end o’ their days. 1874 
Manch. Critic 21 Feb. ibid., I’d elder see ’em wortchin for 
th’ next to nought nor see ’em doin nought. 

R’lder-berry. [f. Elder j #. 1 + Berry.] The 
fruit of the elder. Also attrib . in elderberry-wine. 

Hence ETderberriness ( nonce-wd.'), used as 
a mock title, after highness , etc. 

1389 Pappe w. Hatchet (1844) 27 His Elderberines . . is 
. . like an elderberrie. 1625 A Ithorp MS. in Simpkin- 
son Washingtons Introd. 62 Surrop of elderberries. 1766 
Pennant Zool. (1777) IV. 12 (Jod.) The ova become.. al- 
most as large as ripe elder berries. 1840-1 S. Warren Ten 
Thoiis. a Year 84/1 Cowslip, currant, ginger, or elderberry 
wine. 

Elderhood (e-ldoihud). [f. Elder sbf + 
-hood.] a. The position or estate of an elder, 
seniority, b. The estate of the elders or rulers; 
the body of elders, 

1597 Daniel Civ. Wares vn. Ixxvi, No elderhood, Rufus 
and Henrie stayes The imperial Crowne . . t’undertake. 
i860 Elucott Life our Lord vii. 346 Tne Nazarene was 
. . a blasphemer in the face of the elderhood of Israel. 

E'lderling. rare. [f. Elder *#. 3 4- -ling.] 
f 1 . Contemptuously for Elder sb$ 4 . Obs. 

1606 Bp. W. Barlow Semi. (1607) A 3 b, Euery . . Cere- 
monie which, in the Cockpit of Elderlings, is concluded to 
be Poperie, is not so. 

2 . An elderly person. 

1863 Mark Lemon Wait for End xix. (1866) 237 The two 
elderlings began to lament their situation. 

Elderly (eTdsili), a. [f. Elder a. + -lyL] 

1 . Of persons or of things quasi-personified: Some- 
what old, verging towards old age. Also in comb., 
elderly-looking adj. 

16x1 Cotgr., Vieillot, elderlie, somewhat old. 1660 R. 
Coke Power q- SubJ. 107 .Let-., twelve elderly men of free 
condition, together with the Sheriff be sworne. 1712 Bud- 
gell Sped. No. join Elderly Fops, and superannuated 
Coquets. 1773 Priestley Inst. Relig . (1872) II. 353 The 
more elderly, .members presided. 1848 Macaulay Hist. 
Eng. I. 341 The elderly inhabitants [of Leeds] could still 
remember the time when the first brick house . . was built. 
1867 Freeman Norm. Conq. (1876) I. vi. 529 An elderly man 
at the time of his marriage. 1871 Tyndall Fragm. Sc. I. 
vi. 198 The ‘ Urgent’ is an elderly ship. 1876 Geo. Eliot 
Dan. Der. III. xxxv. 30 You had need hire men to . . chip 
it all over artistically, to give it an elderly-looking surface. 

2 . Of or pertaining to one in later life. 

1674 N. Fairfax Bulk 4 Selv. 152 In our own elderly 
doings, .we are set on work after higher scantlings of wis- 
dom. 1863 Geo. Eliot Romo la (1880) I. Introd. 8 The 
Frate carried his doctrine rather too far for elderly ears. 
x866 — F. Holt (1868) 19 No elderly face can be handsome, 
looked at in that way. 

8 . quasi-*#. 

1865 N. ff Q. Ser. in. VIII. 82 Fifty years ago a common 
exclamation among the elderlies was ‘ my eye Kitty Fisher ’. 
Hence ETderliness. [see -ness.] 

1876 Miss Yonge Womankind xxxv. 322 The trials of 
elderliness have either been unfelt or safely weathered. 
1883 W. M. Baker Roll of Waves, in Chicago Advance 
27 Sept., A certain reserve and elderliness of manner. 

Elderman, see Elder a. 3. 

Eldern (eddain), a . Also 3 (Orm.) elldern, 
eldrin, 7-8 Sc. eldren, 8 elderin. [f. Elder a. 
+ -BN. In quot. 1839 prob. a new formation.] 


+ 1. Elderly. Cbs. exc. Sc. 
c S2oo Ormin 1213 3hT j?u. .hafesst 
Elldernemanness late. Ibid.. 1235. 

49 (Jam.) The tree bends his eldr< 
where first the stroke hath made him launch. 1739 A. 
Nicol Poems 73 Jam.) The eldern men sat down their lane, 
To wet their throats within. 1768 Ross Helenore 68 Jam.) 
Colin and Lindy. .The ane an elderin man, the niest a lad. 
1790 A. Wilson To E. Picken, Aneath some spreading 
eldren thorn. 1818 Scott Rob Roy xxxiv, His Excellency 
is a thought eldem. 

2. Old, belonging to earlier times, arch, 
a 1300 Cursor M. (G5tt. MS.) 18016 Mine eldrin folk of iuen 
lede Haue i [Satan] done rise againes him. a 1400 [implied 
in Eldernly adv.]. 1839 Darley Introd. Beaum. 4 F letch. 
Wks. I. 26 Our eldern dramatist was a decided poet, which 
our modern was not. 

Hence + ETdernly, adv. [see -ly 2 ], of old time. 

a 1400 in Eng. Gilds. (1870) 352 pat j>e chalouns pat 
eldernlyche hadde y-set, so halde here a-syse. 

Eldern (eddain), a A [f. Elder sbf + -en.] 

For apparent examples in 17th c. (probably to be referred 
to the attrib. use of eldern— Elder sb. 1 ) see Elder sb. 1 3. 
Made of elder. 

1842 Akerman Wiltsh . Gloss . (E. D. S X 1847 in Halliw. 
1875 Parish Diet. Sussex Dial. s. v., An eldern stake and 
blackthorn ether Will make a hedge to last for ever. 

Eldership (elda-ijip). [f. Elder a. and sbf 

+ -SHIP.] 

1. The position of being elder or senior ; seniority, 
precedence of birth, primogeniture. 

1549 R. Parsons Confer. Success. i.vi. 128 Primogenitura 
or eldership of birth. . was greatly respected by God. 1667 
Dryden lnd. Emperor 1. ii, My claim to her by Eldership 
I prove. 1754 Richardson Grandison L v. 19 Her sister 
addressed her always by the word Child, with an air of 
eldership. 1838 Arnold Hist. Rome I. 274 [By^ Roman 
law] all children . . inherited their father’s estate in equal 
portions, without distinction of sex or eldership. 

2. nonce-use. As a mock title of honour (after 
lordship) : The personality of an elderly person. 

1748 Richardson Clarissa (1811) IV. 90 So irresistible to 
their elderships to be flattered. 

3. The office or position of elder in a church. 

1577 Harrison England, 11. v. (1877) 1. 100 The office of 

eldership is equallie distributed betweene tne bishop and 
the minister. 1655 Fuller Ch. Hist. ix. vi. § 52 He was de- 
posed from his Eldership. 

4. The collective body of (ecclesiastical) elders ; 
a body or court of elders, a presbytery. 

1557 N. T. (Genev.) 1 Tim. iv. 14 That gyft . . which 
was geuen thee by prophecie with the laying on of the 
handes, by the Eldership. 1634-46 Row Hist. Kirk (1824) 
66 They that tyrannize not over, but be subject to their 
particulare elderships. 1721 Wodrow Corn. (18431 H* 568 Do 
you not lay in one scale the minister against the whole 
eldership in the other? 1828 E. Irving Last Days 151 As 
office-bearers in the church we are an unholy and an un- 
worthy eldership. 1885 Edgar Old Ch. Life Scot l. 189 
All the courts of the Church might be called either Presby- 
teries or Elderships. 

Eldest Reddest), a. superl. Forms : 1 eldest (a, 
seldest^a, (WS. ieldest(a, yldest(a), yltst, 2 
ylste, 2-3 ealdeste, eldeste, 3 eldast, -ost, -ust, 
(boldest, 5 eeldist), 3- eldest, north, eildest. 
[OE. eldest, a, superl. of OE. aid (WS. eald) 
Old; cf. OFris. eldest (a, OHG. altist{o (mod.G. 
altest{e\, Goth. alpist K a :—OTeut. *aldisto- (-on-). 
See Elder «.] 

The original form of the superlative of Old; 
now superseded by Oldest exc. in special uses. 

1 . Of persons or things: Most aged, farthest 
advanced in age. Also absol. (quasi- sb.). Obs. in 
general sense : replaced by Oldest. 

It is, however, still not unusual to speak of* the (two or 
three) eldest members of a family,* ‘the eldest of the com- 
pany,' etc. ; but this is due either to some slight notion of 
precedence or superior rank conferred by seniority, or to the 
wish to avoid the implication that the persons are, abso- 
lutely, old. 

c xooo Ags. Gosp. Matt, xxiii. n SeSe eower yltst \c xx6o 
Hatton G. yldest] sy beo se eower J?en. c 1203 Lay. 2721 
Gloigin hehte j>a alre elduste [1250 heldeste]. a 1300 Cursor 
: M. 5847 Wid the eldest folk of israel. 1323 Ld. Berners 
Froiss. I. liii. [lii.] 190 The eldest man that lyuyng neuer 
saw nor herde of the lyke. 1559 Morwyng Evonym. 323 A 
sexta or xx unces of the eldest wine. 1607-12 Bacon 
Parents fy Ckildr Ess. (Arb.) 274/1 A man shall see where 
there is a howsefull of Children, one or two of the eldest 
respected. x6xi Bible John viii. 9 They . .went out . . be- 
ginning at the eldest, euen vnto the last [so x88x ini?. V.\ 
2. The first-born, or the oldest surviving (mem- 
ber of a family, son, daughter, etc.). Also quasi-*#. 

c xooo jElfric Gen. xliv. 12 He sohte fram J?am yldestan 
ob hone gingestan. c 1173 Cott. Horn. 227 Se asprang of 
Noes ylste sune. c 1205 Lay. 2930 pa aeldeste dohter haihte 
Gornoille [1275 eldeste}. c 1230 Hali Meid. 41 Heo of alle 
unpeawes is his ealdeste dohter. 1297 R. Glouc. (1724) 381 
Normandye hys erytage he 3ef hys eldoste sone Roberd be 
Courtese. a 2300 Cursor M. 4119 An was eildest o j?e 
elleuen. .ruben. 1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. vi. xiv. 
199 Lawe woll that the eldest sone haue the more parte 
of therytage. 1536 Wriothesley Chron. (1875) I. 50 The 
Erie of Ruttlandes eldyste daughter. 1593 Shaks. John 1. 
159 Good old sir Roberts wiues eldest sonne. 17x5 De Foe 
Fam. Instruct. 1. iv. (1841) 1. 86 Why not. .with you as well 
as with your eldest sister. X788 J. Powell Devises (1827) 
II. 363 A testator . . desired that the first annuity . . might 
devolve upon the eldest child. x8x8 Cruise Digest VI. 320 
The eldest son had but an estate for life. 1887 R. Garnett 
Carlyle xi Carlyle was the eldest of nine children. 


3 et . . tohh pu he Jung, 
x6xx Hudson Judith 
»n braunch That way 


3. Earliest, first produced ; first, most ancient. 
arch. Also quasi-*#. 

C897 K. jElfred Gregory’s Past, xliii. 3x3 Bast we *e- 
mynd,sia<5 fere scylde he ure ieldesta mae^ us on forworhte 
1340 Ayenb. 104 He [God] is h e eldeste and h e naeste 
yknawe. c 1449 Pecock Repr. in. xix. 406 In the eeldist 
tyme. 1393 Hooker Eccl. Pol. iv. vii. Neither is the ex- 
ample of the eldest Churches a whit more auailable. 1602 
Shaks. Ham . 111. iii. 37 My offence, .hath the primall eldest 
curse vpon’t. 1649 Selden Laws Eng. 1. xxxix. (1739 > 59 
Of Imprisonment there was little use in the eldest times. 
x68x Dryden A bs. § Achit. 458 And Self-defence is Nature’s 
Eldest Law. 1773 Monboddo Language (1774) I. 1. vii. 87 
Matter must be the eldest of things. xSox Southey Tha- 
laba xi. xii, Thou the eldest, thou the wisest, Guide me. 
18x9 Shelley Cenci v. iv. 101 Plead with the swift frost 
That it should spare the eldest flower of spring. 

1 4. Mil. Senior in rank or standing. Obs. 

1721 Lond. Gaz. No. 5930/1 The eldest Battallion of Foot- 
Guards. 

5. In Card-playing. Eldest hand, the first player ; 
the right of playing first. 

1599 Minsheu Dialogues Sf. $ Eng. (1623) 26/2, I did 
lift an ace.. I afower.,1 a sxxe, whereby I am the eldest 
hand. 1680 Cotton Compl. Gamesterin Singer Hist. Cards 
(x8i6t 342 If there be three kings, & c. turned up, the eldest 
hand wins it. 1719 D’Urfey Pills I. 99 The ’tothers eldest 
Hand Gave Hopes to make a Jest on r t. 1876 A. Campbell- 
Walker Correct Card (1880) Gloss, ix Eldest hand, the 
player on the dealer’s left hand. 

*t 6 . Law. Eldest part : (see quot.) Obs. 

1641 Termes de la Ley 137 The eldest part. Enitia pars 
is that part that upon partition amongst coparceners falls 
unto the eldest sister or auncientest coparcener. 

7. Comb., as eldest-born , -hearted. 

1603 Shaks. Lear 1. i. 55 Gonerill Our eldest borne speak 
first. 1840 Carlyle Heroes i. 7 Man. .the eldest horn of a 
certain genealogy. 1853 Kingsley Hypatia i. 7 They had 
elected Pambo for their abbot .. eldest-hearted of them, 
t ETdfather. Obs. Forms: 1 ealdfaeder, 3 
aldevader, 4 aldfader, eldefader, eld(e-, eelde- 
fadir, 5 eldfader, -fadyre, elfadyr, 6 elfader, 
eldefather. [OE. (WS.) ealdf seder, f. eald. Eld 
a.. Old, + Father; cf. OS., OFris. aldfader , OHG. 
altfater, mod.G. altvater patriarch, ancestor. 
The occurrence in northern dialects of the forms 
with eld- (as if from WS. eald) has not been ac- 
counted for. Cf. Eldmother. 

Sense 2 does not occur in the other Teut. langs.; the form 
elfadyr has given rise to a suggestion that it is a distinct 
word, f. OE. other; but this is against the evidence of 
the older forms ] 

1. A grandfather ; a forefather in general. 

Beowulf st*, (Gr.) Wses his ealdfaeder Ecgj>eo haten. c xooo 

jElfric Gen. xv. 15 )?u sojriiee forjaerst. .to Jrinum eald- 
fsederum. *1205 Lay. 31009 He wes Maerwales fader i 
Mildburje aldeuader. <72325 Ivletr. Horn, xzz Hir aldfader 
cal I Adam. £■1374 Chaucer Boeth. 11. iv. 40 per shinej? 
pe lyknesse of b e witte of hir fadir and of hir eldefadir. 
1375 Barbour Bruce xm. 694 Eftir his gude eld-fadir [he] 
was Cal lit robert. c 1423 Wyntqun Cron. vu. yiii. 230 Oure 
Kyng of Scotland, Dawy . . Wes eld-fadyre til oure kyng 
Willame. 1460 Capgrave Chron. 24 Sarugh, whech was 
eld-fader to Abraham. 

2 . A father-in-law. 

c X200 Trin. Coll. Horn. 165 Nis J>e gist siker of ]>e huse- 
bonde . ne )>e aldefader of his oSem. a 1300 Cursor M. 5730 
Moyses . . was sett to kepe All his eildfader scepe. c 1440 
Promp. Parv. 137 Elfadyr, socer. 15x0 Will of Bake- 
ber (Somerset Ho.) To be bestowed at the mind of myn 
elfader. 1634 Will in Acts Durham High Commiss . Crt. 
(1857) 1 7 note. In the parish Church of St. Nicholas as neare 
my eld-father, Charles Slingsbye. .as possible may he. 

Eldin. dial. Also elgins, eldin-docken. 
[Of unknown etymology : identified with next by 
Jamieson, who alleges that the plant was used for 
fuel.] The Butter-bur ( Petasites vulgaris); by 
Jamieson erroneously said to be JRumex aquaticus. 

1562 Turner Herbal ii. 83 a, Petasites. .is called in Nor- 
thumbreland an Eldin, in Cambridgeshire a Butterbur. 1808 
Jamieson Eldin-docken, Roxb. — Elgins, Loth. 

Elding (e*ldiq) L Obs. axe. dial. Also eilding, 
eyldynge, eldin, elden(e, eldinge. [a. ON. 
elding, f. eldr fire. Cf. Da. HdingJ\ Fuel. 

a 1300 Cursor M. 3164 Ysaac )>e elding broght. c 1440 
Promp. Parv. 136 Eyldynge, or fowayle, focale. 1580 
Kirton-in-Lindsey Ch. Acc. in Proc. Soc. Antiq. Ser. 11. II. 
387 Item for Eldene xi id. 1648 Ibid, in Peacock N.- W. Line . 
Gloss. (E. D. S.) To blind Sutton wife for elding. 1705 Inv. 
ibid., Eldin.. and stocks and blocks xos.^ 1790 A Wilson 
Elegy on Unfort. Tailor, He’d sit, And ilka wee the eldin 
hit, And gab fu’ trimly. x8x6 Scott A ntiq, xi, * Wadna ye 
he glad to buy a dram wi’t, to be eilding and claise?’ 1857 
E. Waugh Lane. Life 140 Up blazed the inflammable eild- 
ing with a crackling sound. 

E’lding * 2 Sc. Obs. rare. [£. Eld v. + -ing 2 .] 
Old age. 

a 1600 Maitland Poems 193 (Jam.) Elding is end of erthlie 
glie. 

t E Tdmotlier . Obs. exc. dial. Forms : 1 
(WS.) ealdmddor, 3-6 eldmoder, 5-9 elmotlier, 
6- eldmotEer. [OE. (WS.) ealdmddor, f. eald, 
Eld a.. Old + Mother. Cf. OFris. aldmSder, aide - 
mdder ; and see Eldfather.] 

1 . A grandmother. 

cxooo JElfric Gloss, in Wr.-Wiilcker 173 Auta, ealde 
modor, a 1300 Cursor M. 1180 Abel . . had his eldmoder 
maiden-hede. <7x425 Voc. in Wr.-Wulcker 672 Hec auia , 
• eldmoder. 

2 . a. A mother-in-law. b. A stepmother. 
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c 2440 Promp. Parv. 137 Eld modyr {A” elmoder], soc- 
rus. 1513 Douglas sEneis 11. ix. (viii.) 112 Eldraoder to 
ane huudreth thair saw I Hecuba. 1519 Will of R. Payne 
(Somerset Ho.) To Margaret Shelle myne Elmother, a 
melche neete. 1571 Wills § I tty.- N. C. (1835) I. 352, I gyue 
vnto my eldmother his wyffe my wyffes froke. 1674 
N. C. Words. 16 An Elmother. Cumb. A Step Mother. 
1864 Whitby Gloss., Elmother, step-mother. 

t Eldmess. Ohs, [repr. OE. (WS.) ealdnyss, 
f. eald y Eud, Old a. + -ness : see Oldness.] 

a. Oldness, old age. b, A former state of 
things, antiquity. 

c 1000 tElfric Horn. I. 194 (Bosw.) We awurjson 5 a deri- 
Xendlican ealdnysse. 1387 Trevisa Higdon (Rolls )J. 7 
Storie is, .messager of eldnesse. 1388 Wycuf Isa. xxiii. 18 
Thei be'. . clothid to eldnesse. — Ezek. xvi, 55 Thi sister 
Sodom and her dojtris shulen turne a^en to her eldnesse. 

t Elduyng. Obs. rare, [possibly repr. OE. 
flnung, f. finian to envy, be jealous: see Etn- 
DILL.] ? Jealousy, suspicion. 

1500-30 Dunbar Twa Mary it Went. <§■ Wedo 119 That 
caril mangit, That full of eidnyng is, et anger, et all euiil 
thewis. Ibid. 126, I dar nought keik to the knaip that the 
cop fiilis For eidnyng of that aid schrew that euer on euiil 
thynkis. 

|j El Dorado (eridoia-dp). [Sp. el the, dorado^ 
gilded, pa. pple. of dorar to gild.] The name of 
a fictitious country (according to others a city) 
abounding in gold, believed by the Spaniards and 
by Sir W. Raleigh to exist upon the Amazon 
within the jurisdiction of the governor of Guiana. 

1596 Raleigh (title) Discoverie of Guiana, with a relation 
of the Great and Golden Cxtie of Manoa ( which the Spaniards 
call El Dorado). 1622-62 Heylin Cosmogr. iv. (1682) 142 
Letting pass these dreams of an El Dorado, let us descend, 
etc, 1667 Milton P. L. xi. 411 Unspoil'd Guiana, whose 
great Citie Geryon’s Sons Call El Dorado. 

b. fig . 

182,7 F. Cooper Prairie X. i. 15 A band of emigrants seek- 
ing for the Eldorado of their desires. ^ i860 Wraxall 
tr. R. Houdin i. 2 How often, in my infantile dreams, did 
a benevolent fairy open before me the door of a mysterious 
El Dorado. 

Eldress (e*ldres). [f. Elder sb? + -ess.] A 
female elder, a woman ordained to rule or teach 
in a church. 

1640 Bp. Hall Episc. m. iv. 237, I suppose no man will 
think S. Paul meant to ordain Eldresses in the Church. 
1753 Whitefield Let. to Zinzendorf Wks. 1771 IT. 255 
Over the head of the general Eldress, was placed her own 
picture. 1880 Howells Undisc. Country xii. 172 The office 
sisters consulted with the eldress. 

t ETdring. 1 Obs. [f. Elder a. + -ing^J 
In fly Elders, parents, ancestors. 

C1300 K. Alls. 4948 Her eldrynges beth elde. 9x315 
Shoreham 97 %yf thou rewardest thyne eldrynges naust 
A-lyve and eke a-dethe. 3340 Ayenb. 118 pe . . yefpes pet 
he bro3te mid him uor to yeue . . to his eldrmges. 

t Eldriug^ Obs. rare . Also 4 elringe, 7 
elldring, 8 ©ldriene. [app. = OHG. erlinc , 

‘ escauras ’, prob. cognate and synonymous with 
mod.Ger. elritze minnow, which Kluge connects 
with eller (OHG. elira, erila ), Alder, as if ‘ fish 
that lives under the shade of alders 

A fish ; perh. properly the minnow {Leuciscws 
pkoxinus), though this does not suit quot. 1618. 

9x325 Metr. Bom. 136 Wit pouer men fares the king 
Riht als the quale fairs wit the elringe. x6x8 in Naworth 
Househ Bks. 83, 3 elldrings v*. 1753 Chambers Cycl. 

Supp. , Eldriene. . a name by which some call the. .minnow. 

Eldritch (eTdritJ, eiritj), a. Sc. Forms: 6 
©lrich(e, elritch(e, -risoh/e, -rish, elraige, 
-rage, alriche, 8-9 eldrieh, (9 eltrich), 8- el- 
dritch. See also Elphrish. [Of obscure origin ; 
connexion with Elf, conjectured by Jamieson, 
would be suitable for the sense, and is supported 
by the form Elphrish, app- the same word.] 

Weird, ghostly, unnatural, frightful, hideous. 

^ 1508 Dunbar Gold. Targe 125 Thare was Pluto the elrich 
incubus. 15x3 Douglas JEneis vii. 108 Vgsum to heir was 
hir wyld elrkhe screik. *535 Stewart Cron. Scot. IX. 636 
Thair cleithing quhilk wes of elritche hew. 1536 Bellen- 
den Cron. Scot. 1 . 217 Mony haly and relligious men. .fled 
in desertis and elraige placis. 1585 Jas. I. Ess. Poesie (Arb.) 
68 The king of Fary . . With many elrage Incubus rydant. 
1598 J. Melvill Diary 25. Feb. 320 The amazfull, ugly 
alriche darkness. 1789 Burns On Copt. Grose, Yell find 
him snug in Some eldritch part. 1834 Pringle Afr. Sk. ii. 
144 Loud bursts of wild and eldrieh laughter. 1850 Haw- 
thorne Scarlet Let. vii. (1879) 122 Pearl, .gave an eldritch 
scream. x86o Ld. Lytton Lucile 1. iii. § x. 87 Truth is 
appalling and eltrich, as seen By this world's artificial 
lamplights. 1866 Howells Venet. Life iii. 40 Joy that had 
something eldritch and unearthly in it. 

t ETdsMp. Obs. rare- 1 , [f. Eld a. -h -ship.] 
Old age. 

1647 H. More Song of Soul 1. ii. xxxi, Like winter-mom 
bedight with snow, .so did his goodly Eldship shine. 

t Ele, sb. Obs. Forms: 1 cele, 1-4 el©, 3 eli, 
ely, eoli. [OE. cele = OHG. oli (mod.G. ol) 
WGer. oliy ad. late L. oti~um (L. oleum). After- 
wards replaced by the Fr. form of the same word, 
now represented by Oil, q.v. for the forms oli, 
eoile.] = Oil* 

9950 Lindtsf. Gosp. Matt. xxv. 4 Hogofseste uutetlice 
onfengon cele in fetelsum hiora mi 5 leht-fatum. 9x000 
Sax. Leechd. II. 230 Wib wambe cope, seo 5 rudan on ele. 

9 x2oo Ormin 13252 Forr patt 1x33 . . Onnfon j>urrh halbhedd 
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ele att Crist Hiss Hal^he Gastess frofre. a 1225 Ancr. R. 
428 Me schal helden eoli and win beooe ine wunden. 

t Ele, vf Obs. [f. prec. sb.] trans. To anoint. 

9x205 Lay. 31941 He wes icruned arid ieled [9 1275 iheled]. 
9 13x5 Shoreham 41 He schel elye hym wyth ele. Ibid. 
42 This children eleth me naust. 

Hence ETing vbl. sb. Last cling \ extreme unc- 
tion. 

9 13x5 Shoreham 42 For the sygne of thys sacrement the 
elyyngys boute. 91450 Myrc 533 And the laste elynge 
wyth-owte fayle. 

f El@, vf Obs. [f. OF. ehy eele (mod.F. aile) 
wing.] To carve (certain birds), 

9 1500 For serve Lord in Babees Bk. (1868'' 375 To tyre or 
to ele a partorich or a quayle y-whyngged : rere uppe 
why nge and legge, as of an henne : cowche them aboute 
the carcas; no sawse save salte, or mustard and sugar, 

Ele, obs. form of Aisle, Awl, Eel. 

Eleatic (el/|2e*tik), a. and sb. [f. L. Eleatic-us , 
from Elea y name of an ancient Greek city in S.W. 
Italy : cf. -ATic.] 

A. adj. Pertaining to Elea or its inhabitants ; 
spec, used of the philosophy of Xenophanes, Par- 
menides, and Zeno, who lived or were born there. 
B. sb. An Eleatic philosopher. 

1695 Ld. Preston Boetk. 1. 5 Brought up in Eleatique & 
Academique Studies. 1837 Whewell Hist. Induct. Se. 
(1857) I. 342 Parmenides must be regarded as an Eleatic 
[dialogue]. 1849 Grote Greece (1862) VI, lxvii. 44 The 
dialectical movement emanated . . from the Eleatic school. 
1870 Bowen Logic ix. 3x2 The famous argument, called the 
Achilles, proposed by Zeno the Eleatic. 

Hence Elea*ticism, the doctrine or system of 
the Eleatics. 

1867 J. H. Stirling tr. Sckwegler's Hist. Philos . fed. 8) 
15 Eleaticism is consequently monism, so far as it endeavours 
to reduce the manifold of existence to a single ultimate 
principle. 

Elebore, -bory, -bre, -bur, obs. forms of 

Hellebore. 

Elecampane (ed^ktexnp^m). Forms : 6 ely-, 
(aleeampane, alaeompane, heli-, hilicampana), 
6-7 elieampane, 7 elecampana, elecompaii©, 
elec amp any, elicumpany. helicampane, el- 
camp an©, 8 elecampain, (9 elicampene, aly- 
compaine, alicompayne, allicampane), 6- ele- 
campane. Also 7 enulacampane. [corruptly 
ad. med.L, enula campana. The sb. enula is a 
late form of the classical inula. The pseudo- 
Apuleius (4th c.) and later writers identify the 
plant with the helenium described by Pliny ; hence 
Linnaeus adopted helenium as the specific name. 
In OE. inula was (corruptly) adopted as eolone 
(:— earlier *ilund). The adj. campana may mean 
‘Campanian’, or it may have the late sense ‘of the 
fields ■ ; the latter interpretation was current in 
14th c., as Glanvil distinguishes two species, 
hortulana and campana. ] 

1 . A perennial composite plant, Horse -heal 
{Inula Helenium ), with very large yellow radiate 
flowers and bitter aromatic leaves and root; for- 
merly used as a tonic and stimulant. 

[1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. xvil lviii. (1495) 636 
Enula is an herbe and is oft callyd Enula campana. ? 1540 
Treas, of Poore Men 62 Elena campana.] 1533 Elyot 
Cast. Heltk (1541) 91 Drinke therof . . with the water of 
wilde carettes, or elycampane. 1562 Bulleyn Bk. Simples 
15 (Britten & Hoik), E?mla campana r which we common 
plain people call Alaeompane. 1562 Turner Herbal n. 21 
Innula is called, .in Englishe Elecampane or Aleeampane. 
1599 Life Sir T. More in Wordsworth Eccl. Blog. (1853) II. 
47 The fume of hilicampana is very pleasing. x6ox Holland 
Pliny II. 91 Elecampane . . sprang first (as men say) from 
the teares of Ladie Helena,. x6x6 Surfl. & Markh, Coimtr. 
Farm 198 The Wine wherein the root of Elieampane hath 
steept. .is singular good against the colicke. 1657 Rumsey 
Org. Salutis v. (1659) 29 Afterwards eat of the said Cordial 
made of Enulacampane, etc. 1718 Quincy Compl. Disp. 
141 Elecampain grows in many Places of England. 1794 
W. F. Martyn Rousseau's Bot. xxvi. 393 The true Elecam- 
pane is distinguished by its large, .wrinkled leaves, downy 
underneath. 1876 Harley Mat . Med. 532 Elecampane has 
been prescribed since the time of Hippocrates. 

2 . A species of sweetmeat flavoured with a pre- 
paration from the root of this plant 

1806-7 J* Beresford Miseries Hum. Life (1826) Post. 
Groans xxix. Some long-forgotten bonbon of your boyhood 
(treacle, elecampane, stick liquorice). 1855 Thackeray 
Newcomes I. 244, I don’t know how he spent it except in 
hard-bake and alycompaine. 1875 F. I. Scudamore Day 
Breams 128, I have admired Napoleon in marble, I have 
eaten, him in elecampane. 

b. attrib. 

xfixo Markham Masterp. n. Hi. 298 Powders of brimstone 
and elecampany roots. 1752 Chambers Cycl. II. s.v. Wme t 
Elecampane Wine, vinum enulaittmy is an infusion of the 
root of that plant, with sugar and currans, in white port. 
1838 T. Thomson Chem. Org. Bodies 498 Its [Heienin] taste 
and smell are similar to those of elecampane root. 

Eleccion* -ioun, -youn, obs. if. Election. 

+ 23 X@‘Ctj sbP Obs. [?£ the vb. ; or ?ad. L. 
elect -us , £ eligbre ; see next.] = Election. 

1398 Trevisa Barth De P. R. 11. xix. (1495) 44 By electes 
and ehoys [L. electione] of his owne free aduysement he. . 
wolde be rebel! agaynst god. 9 1425 Wyntoun Cron, ix; 
xxvii. 141 Schire Henry . . Wald }ns Elect had beene un- 
done Sua }?at his Son mycht be Promovit to pat Dignite. 


Elect (fle-kt), a. and sb? Also 4-5 elekte, 
eleckt©, 5-6 elect©, [ad. L. clect-usy pa. pple. ol 
eligere to pick out, choose.] 

A. adj. 

1 . Picked out, chosen also, chosen for excellence 
or by preference ; select, choice. Also absol. a 
person or persons chosen. 

? a 1400 Chester PL I. (1843) 212 Man. .which is his owne 
eleckte. 1477 Norton Ord. A Ick. in Ashm. (1652) Introd. 3 
A Booke of secrets given by God; To men Elect, a Beaten- 
Trod. 1480 Caxton Chron. Eng. 1, (1520) 8/1 Saul, .was a 
good man and elettof God % 1558 W. Warde tr. A le&sids 
Secrets 1. n. 48 b Take Iris electe, what quantitie you 
will. 1538 Starkey England u. i. § 19 To be prestys. .such 
only schold be admyttyd as haue electe wyttys. 1609 Hol- 
land Livy xxiv. xl. 537 Flee, .shipped a thousand elect and 
choise souldiours. .in gallies. 1613 Shaks. Hen. FIJI, 11. iv. 
60 You haue heere Lady.. the elect o’ th’ Land, who are 
assembled To pleade your Cause. 1667 Milton P. L. xii. 214 
The Race elect.. ad vance Through the wilde Desert. 1863 
Fr. Kemble Resid . Georgia 10 This country, .the land elect 
of liberty. 1870 Lowell Among my Bks. Ser. 11. (18731310 
He saw. .that small procession of the elder poets to which 
only elect centuries can add another laurelled head. 1876 
G. Bradford in N. Amer. Rev. CXXIII. 4 The executive, 
the elect of the whole state, has.. no. .medium of communi- 
cation with his constituents. 

2 . spec, in Theol. Chosen by God, esp. for salva- 
tion or eternal life. Opposed to reprobate. Often 
absol. with plural sense, The elect. 

1526 Pilgr. Perf. (W. de W. 1531) 4 b, His owne electe 
and chosen chyldren. 1535 Joye Afol. Tindale 41 The 
electe shal be there with their bodyes. 1582 N. T. (Rhem.) 
Rom. viii. 33 Who shal accuse against the elect of God? X593 
Hooker Eccl. Pol. 1. iv, The elect Angels are without possi- 
bility of falling. 1630 l?RYHNKAnti-Armin. 122 It makes, the 
Elect and Reprobate, all alike. 1667 Milton P. L. iii. 136 In 
the blessed Spirits elect Sense of new joy ineffable diffus’d. 
X719 D’Urfey Pills (1872) V. 105, I mean the Sect of those 
Elect, That loath to live by Merit. #1763 Byrom Pre- 
destination, etc. (R.J, While others .. Are mercy’s vessels, 
precious and elect. 1837 Penny Cycl. IX. 333/2 All the 
elect are effectually callea at some point of time in life. 

b. allusively. (Cf. Matt. xxiv. 24.) 

1885 J. J. Manley Brit. A Imanac Comp . 29 The street 
was a miracle in lath and plaster, which might almost de- 
ceive the very elect. 

3 . Chosen to an office or dignity. Now usually, 
Chosen, elected, but not installed in office (in this 
sense almost always following the sb.). Simi- 
larly, in mod. use, bride, bridegroom elect , said of 
betrothed persons. 

1643 Prynne Open. Gt. Seal 21 And that the Warden 
of Yarmouth so elect and sworne, shall, etc. 1726 Ay- 
liffe Parerg. 128 The Bishop elect takes the Oaths of 
Supremacy. 174a Middleton Cicero I. v. 393 Sextius was 
one of the Tribunes elect. 1751 Chambers Cycl. I. s. v., A 
lord mayor is elect, before his predecessor’s mayoralty is 
expired. 1761 Hume Hist. Eng. I. xi. 221 The elect bishop 
of Cambray was taken prisoner. 1829 Marryat F. Mild- 
mayxvi, My captain elect. 

B. + 1 . One ‘ chosen * by God, esp. one chosen 
for eternal salvation ; one of ‘ the elect * (cf. A. 2). 

153a More Confut. Tindale Wks. 525/2 Yet are there also 
in thys churche of electes, manye that neuer came to the 
fayth. 1546 Bale Eng. Votaries 11. (1550) 42 b, A fore- 
warnynge to hys electes. 1584 R. Scot Discern. Witcher. 
vii. ix. 1 13 Saule, .was an elect. 1646 H. Lawrence Comm. 
Angels 20 It is probable that every elect hath his proper 
and peculiar Angell. 

1 2 . One that has been chosen for an office or 
function ; often spec. = bishop elect (see A. 3). Obs. 

c 1425 Wyntoun Cron. ix. xxvii T21 Comfermyt he wes 
Elect of Legis Dat Bischoprike in J?e Impire is. 1490-1 
Ld. Treas. Acc. ScotL 1 . 197 Item for a compositioun maid 
with Master Johne Guthre, elect of Ross, for the anna of 
the temporalite. 1570-6 Lambarde Peramb. Kent (1826; 149 
Afterward he [the Pope] refuseth both the elects, and pre- 
ferreth Stephan Langton. 1709 Strype Ann. Ref. L vi. 98 
Parker and the other four Elects . . did offer to gi ve unto her 
yearly a thousand marks. 

+ 3. — Electo. Obs. 

1783 Watson Philip III (1793) I. n. 139 Having chosen 
an elect or leader. 

4 . In the Royal College of Physicians : One of 
the eight officers (abolished in i860) who had 
formerly the function of granting licences, and the 
right of electing the President of the College from 
their own number. 

1523 Act 14-15 Hen. VIII, c. 5 § 3 That the sixe persons 
beforesaid . . chusing to them two moe . . be called and 
cleaped Elects. 1697 View Penal Laws 8 Apothecaries 
faulty Wares, to be destroyed by the President and Elects 
of the Colledge of Physicians in London. 1840 Penny 
Cycl. XVIII. 133/2 The constituted officers then of this 
corporation are the eight elects 
Elect (He-kt), v. Also 6 elect©. Sc. eleck. 
Pa. t. zxApple. elected, 6 elect(e. [f. elect- ppl. 
stem of eligbre (see prec.).] 

, fl. trans. To pick out, choose (usually, fora 
particular purpose or function). Also absol. Obs . 
in general sense. 

1513 Bradshaw St. Wefburge (1848) 164 A noble gentil- 
man.. Elected a spouses at his owne deuice. 1557 Paynel 
Barcklafs Jugurtk. 28 b, He had elect and assembled 
such compani as him thought competent for an army. 
X571 Digges Pantom. r. xxxxv. L, Hauing elected a loftie 
seate % 1591 Shaks. i Hen. VI, iv. i. 4. 1603 — Meets, for 
M. 1. i. 19 We haue with speciall soule Elected him our 
absence to supply. 1607 Rowlands Diog. Lanth. 28 A 
heedefull care wee ought to haue, When we doe frends 
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elect x68x Chetham Angler's Vade-m. it § i (1689) 7 
Elect your Hair not from lean, poor, or diseased jades. 
i8oa Paley Nat. TheoL xxv. (1819) 399 The magnetic 
needle elects its position. 

% To make deliberate choice of (a course of 
action, an opinion, etc.) in preference to an alter- 
native. In legal use often absol. 

1509 Hawes Past. Pleas, vra. i, Comyn wytte doothe full 
well electe What it shoulde take, and what it shall abjecte. 
1677 Hale Prim. Orig. Man. 1. ii. 59 It can suspend its 
own acting, either of electing or rejecting. 1818 Cruise 
Digest VI. 26 He must therefore elect. 1837 Penny Cycl. 
IX. 334/1 They are seldom called to adjudicate upon it, 
except where the party has already elected. 1847 Emer- 
son Repr. Men iii. Swedenborg Wks. (Bohn) I. 334 He 
elected goodness as the clue to which the soul must cling in 
all this labyrinth of nature. 1874 Carpenter Ment. Phys. 

1. i. § 25 The Motives which we determinately elect as our 
guiding principles of action. 

b. with infinitive as obj. (Now common, but 
formerly chiefly in legal use). 

a 1626 Bacon Max. Com. Law ix. 38 If there bee an over- 
plus of goods, .then ought he. .to determine what goods hee 
doth elect to have in value.. 1661 Boyle Style of Script. 
182 , 1 would not have Christians, .elect to read God’s word, 
rather in any book than his own. 1788 J. Powell Devises 
{1827) II. 65 The daughter.. was a lunatic, and therefore 
incompetent to elect to take the estate as land or money. 
1817 W. Selwyn Law Nisi Prim II. 905 The assured may 
elect to abandon to the underwriter all right to such part 
of the property as may be saved. 1868 Helps Realmah 
xvi. (1876) 447 She was secretly delighted that the jester 
had elected to live with her. 

3. To choose (a person) by vote for appoint- 
ment to an office or position of any kind. Used 
in three different constructions : To elect (a person) 
to (an office, etc.) ; to elect (an officer, etc.) ; and 
with complement, as ‘they elected him their 
chief*. Also absol. 

1494 Fabyan vl ccii. 212 Gerbres ..was electe pope of 
Rome. 15x3 Bradshaw St. Werburge 79 Sexburge was 
electe To be abbesse. 1588 Shaks. Tit. A. 1. i. 228 If you 
will elect by my aduise, Crowne him, and say : Long liue 
our Emperour. 1743 Tindal tr. Rap his Hist. Eng. II. 
xvn. 94 They resolved to elect an Inter-Rex. 1783 Burns 
Twa Herds iv, Ye wha were . . by the brutes themselves 
eleckit, To be their guide. 1777 Watson Philip II (1839) 
139 They elected for their king Don Ferdinand de Valor. 
1867 Buckle Civilis. (1873) III. i. 32 Few of the Scotch 
towns ventured to elect their chief magistrate from among 
their own people. 

4. TheoL Of God: To choose (certain of His 
creatures) in preference to others, as the recipients 
of temporal or spiritual blessings ; esp. to choose 
as the objects of eternal salvation. Also absol. 

a 16x7 Bayne On Eph. (1658) 42 Antecedency of faith be- 
fore the act of electing. 1626 W. Sclater Expos . 2 Tkess . 
(1629) 68 To induce the Lord to elect or predestinate. X837 
Penny Cycl , IX. 333/1 Particular persons, without any re- 
gard whatever to their merits or demerits, are elected, or 
rejected for ever. 

Electable (ile-ktab’l), a. [f. prec. + -able.] 
Able to be elected, qualified for election. 

1879 Echo 6 Mar. 2/4 The electorate has been widened, 
but the electable class has been narrowed. 

+ Ele*ctancy« Obs. rare . [f. as next; see 

-anoy.J The power of choosing. 

1768 Tucker (Todd, s.v. Electant). 

t Eie ctant. Obs. rare. [ad. L. electant -em, 
pr. pple. of Hectare, freq. of eligere to choose: 
cf. Elect a., and -ant.] One who has power of 
choosing. 

1768 Tucker Lt. Nat. (1852) I. 552 Man is a free agent, 
and a free volent. .but you cannot go on further to entitle 
him a free electant too. 1847 in Craig. 

Electar, var. form of Electee, Obs, 

Electary, variant of Electuary. 

Elected (ile'kted), ppl. a. [f. Elect v. -f -ed.] 

1. Chosen ; chosen for office, etc. ; see the vb. 
1559 Form Consecr, Bishops in Litur%. Serv. Q. Eliz 
(1847) 293 The elected Bishop shall be presented, .unto the 
Archbishop of that Province, x 6 n Shaks. Cymb. in. iv. 12 
Why hast thou gone so farre To be vn-bent ? when thou 
hast ’tane thy stand, Th’ elected Deere before thee? 1673 
Penn Chr. Quaker vi. 538 Some Parents . . do frequently 
bestow their Favours upon an Elected Darling. 1851 Longf. 
Gold . Leg., Farm in Odenw, Thou art my elected bride. 

+ b. absol. with plural sense. Obs. rare. 

1548 tr. Erasm. Paraph., Acts, 23alesus. .the defendour 
of his owne elected. 1550 Cranmer Defence Pref. *2a To. . 
geue pardon, .to al his elected. 

2. Chosen by vote as distinguished from other 
modes of selection. 

Mod. The elected members of the council command more 
confidence than the nominated members. 

Electee (iledct**). [f. as prec. + -ee.] One 
chosen or elected. 

1593 Bilson Govt. Christ's Ck. 3 They could witnesse 
the behauiour of the electees to be sincere. 

+ Ele ctic, bad form of Eclectic, afteT Elect v. 

1636 Featly Clavis Myst. xxxii. 448, I will rather bean 
Electicke than a Criticke. 

Electing (zle'ktiq i, vbl. sb. [f. Elect v. + 
-ing- 1 .] The action of the verb Elect. 
v xfixx In Picton Lfool Munic. Rec. (1883) I. 160 The elect- 
ing of a Towne Clarke. 1687 in Magd. Coll. 4* fas. II 
(Oxf. Hist Soc. i 88 The Electing of the Bishop of Oxford. 

Electing, ppl. a. [f. as prec. + -ing 2 .] Choos- 
ing, etc. : cf. senses of vb. 


1674 Hickman Hist. Quinquart. fed. 2) 181 They say, that 
Electing love makes men willing, and that Holiness is an 
effect of Election. 

Election (ile'kjbn). Forms: 4 elecexoun, 
-eiown, -cyonn(e, 4-6 -cion, 5-6 -cyon, (5 
alexcion), 5 eleetyown, 6 -tyon, -tioune, -ttyon, 
6 - election, [a. OB', election , ad. L. election-em, 
n. of action f. eligere : see Elect v.] 

The action of choosing: in various specific ap- 
plications. 

1. The formal choosing of a person for an office, 
dignity, or position of any kind ; usually by the 
votes of a constituent body. 

c izyo St. Edmund in Saints’ Lives (t887> 443 pe Elec- 
cioun was i-maud in pe chapitle at Caunterburi. c X330 

R. Brunne Chron. (1810) 208 To mak eleccion, To chese 
pe suld cheue aman of gode renoun. 1419 Bp. Clifford in 
Ellis Orig.Lett. 11.29 L9T, I. . conformed the eleccion of dame 
Jhone North abbesse. c 1450 Erie Tolous 1202 Be alex- 
cion of the lordys free The erle toke they thoo, They made 
hym ther emperoure. 1535 Coverdale Acts xiv. 23 Whan 
they had ordeyned them Elders by eleccion thorow all the 
congregacions. x^SzStubbes A nat. Abus. u. 99 The churches 
haue no further power in the election of their pastor. 1614 
Raleigh Hist. World 11. 365 Abimelech practised with the 
inhabitants of Sechem, to make election of himselfe. 1776 
Gibbon Decl. 4- Fall vii. I. 172 In a large society the 
election of a monarch can never devolve to the wisest. 1845 

S. Austin Ranke's Hist. Ref. 1 . 39 The empire, .had waived 
the right . . to interfere in the election of the pope. 1867 i 
Bright Sp. Amer. 29 June (1876) 146 They found that the 
presidential election was adverse to the cause of slavery. 

b. spec. The choice by popular vote of mem- 
bers of a representative body (in the United 
Kingdom, chiefly of members of the House of 
Commons) ; the whole proceedings accompanying 
such a choice. General election : an election of 
representatives throughout an entire country, to 
fill vacancies simultaneously created ; opposed to 
by-election. 

1648 Eikon Bas. 2, I was . . sorry to heare with what par- 
tiality. .Elections were carried in many places. 1705 Lut- 
trell Brief Rel. (1837) V. 612 A writt ordered for a new 
election at Castle Rising. 1789 Belsham Ess. II. xli. 533 
It is not infamous to be incapable of voting at a county 
election. 1853 Lytton My Novel il xxu. 379 The election 
. . suddenly grew into vivid interest. X874 Morley Com- 
promise (1886) 20 At elections the national candidate has 
not often a chance against the local candidate, 
f e. A vote. Obs. rare. 

1543-4 At ct 35 Hen . VIII, c. ix § 3 The burgesses . . shal 
. .come and giue their elections. 

t d. concr. An electoral body. Obs. rare. 

1520 Rastell Pastyme, Hist. Pap. (x'8xx) 55 But parte of 
the eleccyon did chose one Victor. 

2. The exercise of deliberate choice or preference ; 
choice between alternatives, esp. in matters of 
conduct, f At or in {one's) election : at (one’s) 
option or discretion. 

1393 Gower Conf. III. 86 Which stant in disposicion Of 
mannes fre election. 1483 CAxronGold. Leg. 321/4 Where 
he now resteth by his election and by the purueaunce of god. 
c 15x0 More Picus Wks. 8/1 Whichhe wold chose, if he should 
of necessitie be driuen to that one, and at his election. 1526 
Pilgr. Perf ( W.’de W. 1531) 94 b, Vsed to chose by elec- 
cyon & full deliberacyon y* thynge that is of lesse good- 
nes. 1602 Fulbecke xst Ft. Parall. 26 Where the tenant 
is outlawed of felony, it is, in the Lords election to, haue 
a Writ of Escheate. 1670 Clarendon Ess. in Tracts (1727) 
191 True virtue presupposeth an election. 1685 Petty 
Last Will ix As for beggars by trade and election I give 
them nothing. 1754 Edwards Freed. Will 1. iv. (17621 26 
A man has a' Thing in his Power, if he has it in his Choice, 
or at his Election. 1788 J. Powrll Devises (1827) II. 71 The 
enquiry, who are personally competent to make, ana what 
amounts to such an election. 18x8 Cruise Digest III. 312 
Disseisins of incorporeal hereditaments are only at the 
election and choice of the party injured. 1859 Mill Liberty 
v. (18651 59/1 So ordering matters that persons shall make 
their election., on their own, prompting 1873 Browning 
Red Cott. Night-C. 120 On such a lady- if election light . . 
If henceforth ‘all the world’ she constitute For any lover. 

T b . J udicious selection ; the faculty of choosing 
with taste or nice discrimination. Obs. 

1531 Elyot Gov. (1580) 76 Election, is of an excellent 
power and authoritie. .is part and as it were a member of 
Prudence. 1597 Bacon Coalers Good 4* Evill Pref., The 
discouering .. . of these coulers . .cleareth mans iudgement and 
election. 1602 Fulbecke Pandect es 63 , 1 know not whether 
Quid his inuention, or Sir Philiippes election be more to be 
commended. 

3. TheoL The exercise of God’s sovereign will in 
I choosing some of His creatures in preference to 
I others for blessings temporal or spiritual, esp. for 

eternal salvation. Doctrine of election : th e doctrine 
that God actually exercises this prerogative with 
regard to mankind; in popular language often 
identified with the (Calvinistic) doctrine of * uncon- 
ditional election ’, i.e. election not conditioned by 
the conduct or disposition of the individual. 

1382 Wyclif Rom, ix, xx That the purpos of God schulde 
dwelle vp the eleceioun [1526 Tindale, election], not of 
workis, but of God clepinge. 1554-9 in Songs 4* Ball, (i860) 
The redemptyon and ryghte to owr fyrst elect tyon. 1605 
acon Adv. Learn. 1. vi. § 7 The .. election of God went 
to the shepherd, and not to the tiller of the ground. x6xx 
Bible Rom. xi. 5. 1630 Donne Sertn. xiii. 136 Prove thine 
Election by thy Sanctification for that is the right method. 
1645 Ussher Body Div. pr Election v is the everlasting pre- 
destination, or foreappointing of certain Angels and Men unto 


everlasting life. 1702 tr. Le Clerc’s Prim. Fathers 354 As 
to Election .. Pelagius believed Two sorts of it ; the one to 
Grace and the other to Glory. 1841 Myers Cath. Th, in. 

§ ix. 41 This process was founded upon the election and 
peculiar training of a single people. 1865 Carlyle Fredk . 
Gt . IL vii. ix. 338 The doctrine of Election .. that a man’s 
good or ill conduct is foredoomed upon him by decree of God. 
1871 Morley Voltaire 11886 i 2 They realised life as a long 
wrestling with, .forces of grace, election, and fore-destiny, 
tb. concr. The body of the elect. Obs. rare . 
x6x 1 Bible Rom. xi. 7 The election hath obtained it. 

1 4. Astrol . The choice on astrological grounds 
of the fit time for undertaking any particular busi- 
ness ; concr. a time so selected. Obs. exc. Hist. 

r 1386 Chaucer Man Lawes T. 214 Of viage is ther noon 
eleceioun. 14. . Epipk , ( Tundale's Vis, 103) Sowghtand 
chosen owt by eleccion. 1621 Burton Anal. Mel. 1. ii. iv. 
vii, What is Astrology but vain elections, predictions? 
1721 Bailey, Elections < among Astrologers) are certain 
Times pitched upon as fittest for the undertaking a particu- 
lar business. 1831 Lytton Godolph. xxvii, In spite of., 
your ephemeris and your election of happy moments. 

f 5. The choosing of things for special purposes ; 
spec, in Pharmacy (see quot.). Chiefly in 17 th c. 

1612 Woodall Surg. Mate Wks. (1653) 270 Election is of 
simples according to time and season wherein they are 
gathered. 16x4 Markham Cheap Husb. (1623) 137 Doe not 
in the election of your Egges chuse those which are mon- 
strous great. 1667 Dryden Ess. Dra 7 n. Poesie Dram. Wks. 
1725 I. 72 An election of apt words, and a right disposition 
of them. 1667 Primatt City 4* C. Builder 51 Let the builder 
make election of bricks that are, etc. 1695 Westmacot 
Script, Herb. 49 In the Election of it [the herb Elaterium] 
the oldest is accounted the best. 1727-51 Chambers Cycl., 
Election . . teaches how to chuse the medicinal simples, 
drugs, etc. 

f 6 . Arith. (See quot.) Obs. 

1721 Bailey, Election (in Numbers) js the several ways of 
taking any Number of Quantities given, without having 
respect to their places. 1727-51 Chambers Cycl. s.v. 

7. Law. In AP'r. phr. Election de Clerk (rarely in 
Eng. form election of clerk'). 

1607 Cowel Interpr., Election de Clerke. 1721 Bailey, 
Election de Clerk , is a writ that lyeth for the choice of a 
Clerk, assigned to take and make Bonds, called Statute 
Merchant. 1835 Tomlins Law Did. (ed. 4) Election of 
Clerk. 

8 . attrib. and Comb., as election-address , -ale, 
•cry, -day, - monger , -vote ; election-mad adj. ; also 
election-committee, a committee formed to pro- 
mote the election of a particular candidate ; also 
(before the Election Petitions Act of i 86 h) a com- 
mittee of the House of Commons appointed to 
inquire into the validity of controverted elections ; 
election -dust, the commotion of an election. 

1874 Morley Compromise (18861 124 Proper for the hust- 
ings, or expedient in an Selection address, x 768-74 Tucker 
Lt. Nat. (1852) II. 571 By his elder brother’s death he 
comes into possession of the fox hounds and the tubs of 
^election ale. 1864 Times 22 Mar. 9/6 An Selection com- 
mittee must sit from day to day until they complete the 
inquiry. i86x Dickens Gt. Expect . xviii, I doubt if the 
words [* Pip * and * Property ’] had more in them than an 
"^election cry. 1651 Narrative late Par It. in Select.fr. Hart. 
Misc. (1793) 400 Meetings . . to agree and make choice before- 
hand. .and then promote their choice against the *'election- 
day. 1648 Oldham Poems 16 1 (Jod.) That vile wretch . . 
Whose works must serve the next election day For making 
squibs. 1815 Scott Guy M. xxxvi, * There’s been nae *elec- 
tion-dusts lately,’ 1768 Tucker Lt.Nat. 11852) I. 493 Had I 
run opera-mad. .or *election-mad, I might have found com- 
panions enow._ x88x Daily News 12 Feb. 6/5 This disad- 
vantage *election-mongers would seek to remedy by running 
bogus candidates, a 1743 Savage Wks. (1775) IL 174 (Jod.), 
I have no power *ekction votes to gain. 

Elections! (/le*kjbnal),tz. rare. [f. prec. -f -al.] 
Relating to (astrological) election. 

1652 Gaule Magastrom. 239 If you would know on what 
..electional hour to enter your suit. 

Electionary (ne’kjsnari),^. rare. [f. Election 
+ -ary.] Pertaining to election, electoral. 

1837 Fraser's Mag. XVI. 291 The more publicly election- 
ary suffrages are given, the less chance there is of bribery. 

Electioneer (Hedcjbme-i), v. [f. Election + 
-eer, prob. after auctioneer-ing."\ intr. To busy 
oneself in (political) elections. 

1789 T. Jefferson Writ. (1839) II. 580 All the world here 
is occupied in electioneering, in choosing or being chosen. 
1802 Mar. Edgeworth Rosanna iii. Those underlings de- 
light in galloping round the country to electioneer. 

Electioneerer (ile:kjbni>TO.i). [f. prec. vb. 4- 
-EK.] One who manages elections, who uses arts or 
influence to secure the return of a candidate ; one 
skilled in such arts. 

1809-12 Mar. Edgeworth Vivian viii, Loud-tongued 
electioneerers. 1824 Byron fuan xvi. Ixx, Lord Henry 
was a great electioneerer, Burrowing for boroughs like a 
rat or rabbit. 1865 Sat. Rev. 18 Feb. 186/2 The proverbi- 
ally sanguine temperament of electioneerers. 

Electione cring? (i'le^me-riq), vbl. sb. [f. 
as prec. + -ing- 1 -.] The art or practice of managing 
elections ; canvassing on behalf of candidates for 
membership in representative assemblies. Also 
attrib. 

1790 Burke Fr. Rev. 315 Officers . . are to manage their 
troops by electioneering arts. 1796 Morse Amer. Geog. I. 
472 That base business of electioneering, a 185^ Macaulay 
Biog. (1867) 17 He busied himself in electioneering, espe- 
cially at Westminster. 1878 Black Green Past. xvL 129 
t Deeply interested in this electioneering plot. ■ 
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Electioneering,///. a. [f. as prec. + -inc 2 .] 
That takes an active part in elections. 

<11845 Hood Tale Trumpet x liv, As yellow and blue. As 
any electioneering crew Wearing the colours of Whigs and 
Tories, 

f Electi'tious, a. Oh. rare ~ l . [as if ad. L. 
*electmus y regularly f. elect - : see Elect v.J Arbi- 
trarily chosen. 

1631 J. Borges Answ. Rejoined 167. Will-worship, even 
that electitius worship, which we fansie, out of our owne 
seeming and pleasure of our selues. 

Elective (ile'ktiv), a. and sb . Also 6-7 
electif. [a. Fr. ilectif (cf. It. elettivo, Sp. elective), 
on L. type *electlvus : see Elect v. and -ive. 

In English, as app, in Romanic, the active sense (normally 
belonging to words similarly formed) is of later origin than 
the passive sense.] 

A. adj. 

I. Connected with election to office or dignity. 

1. In passive sense. Of the holder of an office, 
dignity, etc. : Appointed by election. Of an 
office, etc. : Filled up by election. Of authority: 
Derived from election. 

1530-1 Act 22 Hen. VIII, c. 12 Every . .baylye electif and 
elected. 1563 Foxe A. $ M. (1 596) 3/2 Abbasies, priories 
conuentuall, and other benefices electiue. 1614 Raleigh 
Hist. World n, 325 It may be that those Kings were elec- 
tive, as the Edumseans anciently were. 1641 M ilton Prel. 
Episc. (1851) 82 A Temporary, and elective sway. 1735-8 
BolingbrokeOw Parties x 67 The Gothick Kings were at first 
elective, and always limited. 1772-84 Cook Voy. (1790; I. 
78 A regent being necessary, that office, though elective, 
generally falls upon the father. 1867 Freeman Norm. Conq, 
(1876) I. iii. 8x The hereditary prince may be exchanged for 
an elective chief magistrate. 

f b. Subject to election (at specified intervals). 
2659 J. Harrington Lawgiving 1. iv, (1700) 394 Annually 
elective of the People, as in the. . Archons of Athens. 1759 
B. Martin Nat. Hist. Eng. II. 86 He is elective every three 
years. , 

2. In active sense : Having the power of electing 
officers or representatives by vote. 

2632 Star Chamb. Cases (1886) 155 At the reading of the 
said letters he had the greater number of elective voices. 
2844 Ld. Brougham Brit. Const, iv. (1862)61 Elective body, 
a body whose functions are confined to the choice of repre- 
sentatives. 1862 Ansted Channel I si. iv. xxiii. 527 The 
business of the Elective States [in Guernsey] is limited to 
the election of the jurats and the sheriff. 

3. Pertaining to the election of officers or repre- 
sentatives ; (of a system of government, etc.) based 
upon the principle of election. 

3642 Bridge Wound. Consc. Cured iv. 27 When the 
government is elective and pactionall, are not the Princes 
the Ministers? 1791 Mackintosh Vind. Gallicse Wks. 1846 
III. 68 The elective constitution of the new clergy of France. 
2831 Carlyle Sort. Res. (1858) 152 He appears to make 
little even of the Elective Franchise. 2862 Merivale Rcnn. 
Emp. (1865) IV. xxxix. 373 A preference of the elective to 
the hereditary principle in every department of government, 

II. Pertaining to choice in general. 

f4. Pertaining to the action of choosing. Of 
actions: Proceeding from free choice, optional, 
voluntary. Obs. 

1643 Milton Divorce Wks. 1738 I. 208 God delights not 
to make a drudge of Virtue, whose Actions must be all 
elective and unconstrained. 1656 Hobbes Liberty, Necess. 
tjf Ck. (1841) 409 All elective actions are free from absolute 
necessity. 2668 Howe Bless. Righteous (1825) 4 To apply 
at last his intellectual and elective powers. 2775 Johnson 
Tax. no Tyr. 14 A duty temporary, occasional, and elective. 
+ 5. Preferentially selected according to circum- 
stances. Obs. rare. 

2643 T. Goodwin /DhTaT of Light 117 There are to be pe- 
culiar elective plaisters to heale these wounds, because 
these wounds are often differing, 
f 0. Proper according to astrological election. 
Obs. rare . 

1681 Chetham Angled s Vade-m. lx. § 21 (1689) 96 Elec- 
tive Times most propitious to Anglers. 

f 7. = Eclectic. Obs. rare. 

2682 H. More Exp. Dan. Pref. 20 Like a Philosopher of 
the Elective Sect, addicting my self to no persons. 

8. Of physical forces and agencies: Having a 
tendency to operate on certain objects in preference 
to others. Elective affinity (Chem.) : the tendency 
of a substance to combine with certain particular 
substances in preference to others; formerly elec- 
tive attraction, which is still used, but chiefly in 
a wider sense. 

1766 Phil. Trans. LVI. 100 There seems, .to have been a 
double elective attraction in the fourteenth Experiment. 
2794 J. Hutton Philos . Light 50 The elective affections of 
this irradiated influence. 2800 Henry Epit. Chem. (1808) 
18 Tables of elective affinity have been formed. 180a Paley 
Nat. Theol, xxi. (1810) 330 It is owing to this original elec- 
tive power in the air that we can effect the separation which 
we wish. 1869 Tyndall Light § 257 Light . . which has been 
sifted.. by elective absorption. 1876 tr. Schutzenberger's 
Ferment. 32 Dubrunfant has given this phenomenon the 
name of elective fermentation. 

*>• fig- 

1796 Burke Regie. Peace iii. Wks. VIII, 285 Sympa- 
thetick attraction discovers, .our elective affections. 2853 
De Quincey Autobiog. Sk. Wks. I. 203 The effect of the 
music is to place the mind in a state of elective attraction 
for everything in harmony with its own prevailing key. 
3872 O. W. Holmes Poet Break/. T. v. 152 A chance for 
the elective affinities. 


f B. sb. An elected representative. Obs . rare. 

2701 Anew, to Black-List i. The Just and Prudent Pro- 
ceedings of their Electives. 

Electively (ile'ktivli), adv. [f. prec. + -ly 2 .] 
In an elective manner ; by choice or preference. 

1643 T. Goodwin Child of Light 105 Humours in the 
body,. he can electively work upon. 1677 Gale Crt. Gen- 
tiles II. iv. 137 Electively to espouse evil is the worst of 
evils. 2684 tr. Bonet's Merc. Compit. xiv. 489 Medicines 
that purge electively. 2802 Paley Nat. Theol. xviii. (1819) 
272 In the cabbage, not by chance, but studiously and elec- 
tively, she lays her eggs. 

Ele*ctiveness. nonce-word. [f. Elective a. + 
-ness.] The fact of (a government’s) being elective. 

1850 L. Hunt A utobiog. xL (1860)209 French mutability, 
and American electiveness. 

Electivity (flekti-vrti). [f. Elective + -ity.] 
e The property by which some substances attach 
themselves to certain anatomical tissues and not 
to others ,* as when carmine stains growing tissue 
and avoids formed substance. The act or pro- 
perty of selection/ (Syd. Soc. Lex.) 

|} Ele’cto. Obs . [Sp. ; pa. pple. of elegir to 
Elect.] A leader or commander chosen by mu- 
tineers. (Also adapted as Elect.) 

2609 Bible tDouay) Numb. xiv. comm., Verie mutiners 
themselves do ever choose such a one, & cal him, the Electo. 
2614 Raleigh Hist. World n. v. § 3. 175 The Israelites . . 
consulted to choose them a captain (or as they call it nowa- 
days an Electo 1. 2650 R. Stapylton Stradds Low-C. 

Warres vm. 5 The old souldiers, after the manner of se- 
ditions, created a Generali, whom they called the Electo. 

Elector (ile-ktei). Also 5-6 electour. [a. L. 
elector chooser, f. eligere to Elect.] 

1. a. gen. One who has the right to vote in 
election to any office or dignity, b. spec. I11 Great 
Britain and Ireland, one legally qualified to vote 
in the election of members of parliament ; in U. S., 
a member of the Electoral College chosen by the 
several States to elect the President and Vice- 
President. 

2467 in Eng. Gilds (1870) 409 pe electors to go to a new 
elleccioun. 1474 Caxton Chesse n. ii. B iij b, For often 
tymes the electours and chosers can not ne wylle not accorde. 
1660 R. Coke Power 4 * Subj. 54 The Electors are the Instru- 
ments by which the Elected King or Monarch receives his 
power. 1756-7 tr. Key sleds Trav . (1760) IV. 25 The nine 
who draw these golden balls chuse forty other electors, all 
of different families. 1789 Constit. U.S.x. ii. The electors 
in each state shall havethequalifications requisite forelectors 
of the most numerous branch of the state legislature. 2827 
Scott Surg. Date, i, A score or two of quiet electors, who 
settle the business over a table. 1861 May Const. Hist. I. 
298 The representation of this capital city [Edinburgh] . . 
was returned by thirty-three electors. 2874 Bancroft 
Footpr. Time xliii. 374 An Elector . . is one who has been 
appointed to choose or elect the President of the United 
States. 

2. Knights Electors', the four gentlemen ap- 
pointed by the sheriff to serve as members of the 
jury, and to elect the remaining members, in the 
process of trial by t Grand Assize \ 

1628 Coke On Litt. 294 a, The foure Knights Electors of 
the grand Assise are not to be challenged. 

3. One of the Princes of Germany formerly en- 
titled to take part in the election of the Emperor. 

1529 Rastell Pastyme E iv. b, [The Emperor] dyd asso- 
cyate with hym Maximilyan his son by the consent of the 
electours. 2591 L. Lloyd Tripiicitie E iii. b, The seuen 
Electors hattes of Germany. 1603 Knolles Hist. Turks 
(1638)73 Conradus, Archbishop of Mogunsia, another of the 
Electors. 2647 Clarendon Hist. Red . 1. (1702) I. 14 The 
Prince Electour, who had. .incurr’d the Ban of the Empire. 
1756-7 tr. Keysteds Trav. (1760) IV. 216 The elector of 
Saxony. 2872 Freeman Gen. Sketch xvi. § 4 (1874) 333 A 
new electorate of Hessen-Cassel was made, whose Elector, 
as it turned out, never had any one to elect. 

Electoral (21e*kt6ral), a. and sb. [f. prec. + 

-AL.] 

A. adj. 1. Relating to or composed of elec- 
tors : see Elector 1. 

2790 Burke Fr. Rett. Wks. V. 327, 1 only consider this 
constitution as electoral. 1827 Hai.lam Const. Hist. (2876) 
III. xv. 148 Control of the electoral over the representative 
body. 2845 S. Austin Ranke's Hist. Ref. I. 413 Austria 
had .. friends in the electoral college. 1852 Gallenga tr. 
Mariottzs Italy 197 Bozzelli followed up his scheme by an 
electoral law. 1852 Gladstone Glean. IV. lxxviii. 120 Ex- 
tension of the electoral franchise. 

2. Holding rank as, or belonging to, a German 
Elector. 

x6j$Lond. Gaz . No. 978/3 His Electoral Highness has con- 
voked the States. 1788 H. Walpole Remin. ii. 16 George 
the first, while electoral prince, had married his cousin. 
2834 Macaulay Chatham , Ess. {1854) I. 301 Frederick .. 
had set his heart on the Electoral dominions of his uncle. 

IT 3. * Elective i. rare. 

2849 Sir J. Stephen Eccl. Biog. (1850) I. 88 He found the 
Papacy electoral by the Roman people and clergy. 1866 
C. W. Hoskyns Essays 223 Harold was the favourite of 
the people, and their electoral king. 

t B. sb. - Elector (cf. A. 2). Obs. 

2692 Lend. Gaz. No. 2816/3 The Electoral of Saxony. 
x6gj Ibid, 2893/2 The Electoral gave Orders to march im- 
mediately. 2707 Ibid. No. 4358/3 His . . Majesty having 
written to the Electoral of Hanover. 

t Electora*lity. Oh . rare -K [f. Elector + 
-ality,] = Electorate. 


2620 tr. Accord ofUlm in Reliq, Wotton. (1685) 534 The 
Electoralities, Principalities, and Estates within the Empire, 
Electorally (/le-ktorali). [f. Electoral + 
-ly 2 . j With reference to electors or elections. 

1882 Daily News 29 May 4 France would be in some 
danger of being electorally absorbed into Paris. 1884 Pall 
Mall G. 7 July 1/1 Nothing is electorally more certain. 

Electorate (He*ktdr<ft). [f. Elector + -ateI.] 

1. a. The state or dignity of a German Elector, 
b. The dominions of an Elector. 

1675 Lond. Gaz. No. 083/3 Imperialists have now quite 
cleared the Electorate of Cologne. 1722 Swift Corr. Wks. 
1841 II. 654 It was a Whiggish action to honour duke 
Schomberg, who was . . in the service of that electorate. 
1827 Hallam Const. Hist , (1876) III. xvi. 241 The abdica- 
tion of the electorate. 2834 Macaulay Chatham , Ess. (1854) 
I. 308 The whole electorate was in the hands of the French. 

2. The whole body of electors. 

2879 O’Connor Beaconsfield $3 4 The entire urban elec- 
torate of England, 2885 Manch. Exam, 15 May 5/1 The 
arguments, .are such as will tell upon the new electorate. 

Ellectoress, obs, form of Electress. 
Electorial ( Jlekto^rial). [f. Elector + -ial.] 
sk Electoral in its various senses. 

1790 Burke Fr. Rev. Wks. V. 48 Erect themselves into 
an electorial college. 1822 New Monthly Mag. V. 271 Dis- 
entangling themselves at once from their electorial perplexi- 
ties. 1829 K. Digby Broadst . Hon. l 232 The first class of 
the nobility of Venice is of the electorial families. 

Electorship (/le*kt9.:Jip). [f. Elector + 

-SR1P.J 

1. The state or dignity, or the dominions, of a 
German Elector. 

2624 A phor. State in Hart. Misc. (Malh.)III. 501 Revoke 
the electorship from the Duke of Bavaria. 1678 Wanley 
Wond. Lit. World v. i. §102 The King, .of Bohemia, .is 
proscribed and put out of his Electorship. 276a tr. Busch - 
ings Syst. Geog. V. 632 Neumark remained still to the 
electorship. 

2. The state or condition a. of a voter; b. of a 
member of the (U. S.) Electoral College. 

2870 Daily News 16 Feb., If appearances are any test of 
electorship, there were not a score of voters amongst them. 
2872 Freeman Hist. Ess. Ser. 1. xii. 393 Candidate for the 
electorship of the President. 

+ Electory, cl. Obs. rare— l , [as if ad. L. * elec- 
tor ius, f. elector : see Elector.] Capable of being 
filled by election, elective ; = Elective i. 

1660 R. Coke Power $ Subj. 204 The free election of all 
Archbishops, .and all other dignities and benefices electory. 

t Ele*ctral, a. Obs. [as if a. L. *electralis, 
f. electrum amber.] = Electrical, in various 
senses. 

2673 Grew Anat. Roots n. § 36 From the Electral nature 
of divers other Bodies. 1708 in Phil. Trans. XXVI. 72 
Amber directed me to that of a Diamond, from its being 
Electral. 

b.jig. 

a 1763 Shenstone Wks.(iy6^) I. 290 And what electral fire 
Shall solve the frosty gripe, and bid it flow? 

t Ele*ctre. Oh. Alsoelectar. [ad.L .electr-um 
(cf. Pr. electre, OF. eleutre), ad. Gr. tfke/crpov am- 
ber, also = sense 1 : cf. Electron, Electrum. (In 
OE. the L. word was adapted as elehtre.)] 

1. An alloy of gold and silver, bright and precious; 
also attrib. 

2382 Wvclif Ezek. i. 4 Electre .. a metal of gold and 
siluer, cleerere than gold. 2585 Jas. I Ess. Poesie (Arb .) 25 
Pale Electre light. Ibid. 76 Electre , a metal, fowre parts 
gold and fift part siluer. <*1626 Bacon Physiol, Rem, (1679) 
98 Change Silver Plate or Vessel into the Compound Stuff, 
being a kind of Silver Electre. 2656 H. More Antid.Ath. 
iii. ix. (1712) 168 The Bell made of Paracelsus's Electre. 

2. Amber ; also elixir, healing gum (cf. Amber 7). 
Also attrib. 

*595 B* Barnes Sjir. Sonn. in Farr’s S. P. Eliz. I. 41 0 
blessed sweet wounds l fountains of electre ! 2632 Ran- 
dolph Jealous Lav. iii. Sweet gumms that from Electar 
trees Distill. 

Electress (He'ktres). Also : J-8 electoress. 
See also Electrice, Electrix. [f. Elector + -ess.] 

1. The wife of a German Elector of the Empire. 

2618 Bamevelt's Apol. D iv, The Electoresse, and Coun- 

tesse Palatine. 2703 Ibid. No. 3896/2 The Electress of 
Bavaria . . is removed . . to Ingolstad. 2798 Edgeworth 
Pract. Educ. (1822) I. 375 The electoress came in with one 
of her daughters. 2870 Curtis Hist. Eng. 412 George I 
was the son of the electress Sophia, granddaughter of 
James I. 

2. A female elector ; a woman having a vote. 

2869 Spectator 6 Nov. 2295 The electresses evidently 

think, even more earnestly than the electors, that, etc. 

Electric (ile'ktrik), a. and sb. [ad. mod.L. 
electric-us , f. L. electr-um , Gr. rjkacrpov amber: 
see Electr-um and -ic. The mod.L. word seems 
to have been first used by W. Gilbert in his 
treatise Ee Magnete, 16 do.] A. adj. 

1. a. Possessing the property (first observed in 
amber) of developing electricity when excited by 
friction or by other means. 

Originally the word had reference only to the property 01 
attracting light bodies, even the phenomenon of electrical 
repulsion being a later discovery (Gilbert indeed mentions 
the non-existence of such a phenomenon as an evidence of 
a distinction between magnetism and electricity). 

1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. 11. iv. 78 By Electnck 
bodies, I conceive, .such as conveniently placed unto their 
objects attract all bodies palpable. 
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b. Charged with electricity, excited to electrical 
action. Positively or negatively electric : charged 
with positive or negative electricity. 

2. Of the nature of, or pertaining to, electricity ; 
producing, caused by, or operating by means of, 
electricity. 

Except in the phrases in b, Electrical is now more usual 
in this sense, in some cases the choice between the two 
adjs. is somewhat arbitrarily restricted by usage : thus we 
usually say ‘an electrical machine', but ‘an electric bat- 
tery'. 

1675 Newton in Rigaud Corr. Sci '. Men (1841) II. 377 The 
electric virtue of the glass. 1732 Franklin Lett, Wks. 1840 
V. 296 From electric fire . . spirits may be kindled. 1803 
Med. JrnL IX. 286 The electric power has efficacy suffi- 
cient to cure diseases. 1839 G. Bird Nat. Phil. Introd. 28 
The effects of chemical affinity and electric action being 
connected. 1851 Carpenter Man. Phys. 464 A lady, .who 
was for many months in an electric state so different from 
that of surrounding bodies, that, etc. 

b. Forming phraseological comb, with sbs., as 
in electric arc, the luminous electrified space 
between the points of two electrodes through 
which a powerful electric current is passing ; 
electric atmosphere, the space round elec- 
trical bodies within which they manifest their 
special properties ; electric charge, the accumu- 
lation or condensation of electricity in a Leyden 
jar or the like ; electric circuit, the passage of 
electricity from a body in one electric state to one 
in another through a conductor, also the con- 
ductor; electric conflict (see quot.); electric 
current, the flow of electricity through a con- 
ducting body from the positive to the negative 
pole, or from a high to a low potential ; electric 
density or thickness, the quantity of electricity 
found at any moment on a given surface ; electric 
discharge, the escape of electricity from a Leyden 
jar or similar apparatus; electric eel =* Gym- 
notus ; t electric fire, used by Franklin as — 
electric fluid ; electric fishes, certain fishes that 
can give electric shocks ; electric fluid, Frank- 
lin's term for a (supposed) subtle, imponderable, 
all-pervading fluid, the cause of electrical pheno- 
mena ; electric force, the force with whicn. elec- 
tricity tends to move matter ; electric ray = Tor- 
pedo; electric residue, a second charge that 
tends to arise in a discharged Leyden jar ; elec- 
tric resistance, the opposition offered by a body 
to the passage of an electric current through it 
(the reverse of conductivity); electric shock, 
the effect on the animal body of a sudden dis- 
charge from a Leyden jar, etc. ; electric spark, 
the luminous discharge from the conductor of an 
electrical machine to a pointed body presented to 
it ; electric tension, the strain or pressure exerted 
upon a dielectric in the neighbourhood of an elec- 
trified body. 

Also in many names of instruments for develop- 
ing, measuring, illustrating, or applying elec- 
tricity, and of machines, etc. in which electricity 
serves as the motive or controlling power, as in 
electric alarm , annunciator , clock, escapement , 
furnace, fuse, governor, heater, lamp , pendulum , 
piano, railway, regulator, steamy gauge, telegraph , 
telegrapher (see these sbs.) ; electric balance, 
an instrument for measuring the attractive or re- 
pulsive force of electrified bodies ; electric bat- 
tery (see Battery 10 ) ; electric bridge, an 
arrangement of electrical circuits used for measuring 
the resistance of an element of the circuit; elec- 
tric candle, a form of electric-light apparatus in 
which the carbon pencils are parallel and separated 
by a layer of plaster of Paris ; electric chimes, 
three bells suspended on a metal rod, rung by 
electricity ; electric column, a form of the voltaic 
pile ; electric egg, an ellipsoidal glass egg, with 
metallic caps at either end, which, when exhausted 
of air, may by the action of an electrical machine 
be filled with faint violet light ; electric harpoon, 
one in which a bursting charge is exploded by elec- 
tricity; electric helix, a screw-shaped coil of 
copper wire, used in forming an electro-magnet ; 
electric indicator, indicating electro-magnetic 
currents ; electric kite, that devised by Franklin 
to attract electricity from the air ; electric log, 
a ship’s log registering by electricity ; electric 
machine, usu. spec, a machine for developing fric- 
tional electricity; electric regulator, for stopping 
or starting a machine by electro-magnetic circuit ; 
electric signal, a signal conveyed by electric influ- 
ence ; electric switch, a device for interrupting 
or dividing one circuit and transferring it or part 
of it to another circuit, a commutator ; electric 
timeball, a large hollow globe dropped at a 
particular time by an electric circuit; electric 


torch, a gas-lighter worked by electric action ; 
electric wand, a baton - shaped electrophorus ; 
electric wires, those of the electric telegraph. 

1879 G. Prescott Sp. Telephone 104 A wire bearing an 
electric current seems to be for the time surrounded by an 
‘'electric atmosphere. Ibid. 5 The telephone is a device for 
transmitting . . over an “electric circuit . . various kinds of 
sound. 2884 F. Britten Watch 4- Clockm. 100 “Electric 
clocks may be divided into three classes. 2823 J. B adcock 
Dom. Anmsem. 126 A zinc plate... was immersed in the 
liquid, and a wire united the extremities of the pile : the 
effect produced hereby, was termed the “electric conflict 
2837 Brewster Magnet. 307 The influence of “electric cur- 
rents. 1863 Tyndall Heat i. 19 The existence and direction 
of an electric current are shown by its action upon a freely 
suspended magnetic; needle, C1790 Imison Sch. Arts I, 
The “electric fluid with which the conductor is overloaded, 
repels the electric fluid from those parts of the threads, &c. 
which are next to it. 2854 Lardner Mus. Sc. 4* Art III. 
119 The electric fluid is deposited in a latent state in un- 
limited quantity in the earth, the waters, the atmosphere. 
1870 Rolleston Anim. Life Introd. 128 “Electric organs 
of Fishes. 1802 Paley Nat. Theol. xix. (1817) 166 Power 
of giving the “electric shock. _ 1839 G. Bird Nat. Phil. 230 
Electricity.. will discharge itself through his arms, pro- 
ducing an electric shock. 2812 Sir H. Davy Chem. Philos. 
105 When two in volume of this gas, and one in volume of 
oxygene, are acted upon by an “electric spark, over mer- 
cury, they inflame. 2854 Dickens Hard T. 11. vi. (C. D. 
ed.) 1 15 The “electric wires .. ruled a colossal strip of music- 
paper out of the evening sky. 

8. flg. Chiefly with reference to the swiftness of 
electricity, or to the thrilling effect of the electric 
shock; also in obvious metaphorical uses of the 
phrases in 2 b. 

2793 Coleridge Songs of Pixies v, The electric flash, that 
from the melting eye Darts the fond question or the soft 
reply. 2819 L. Hunt Indicator No. 6 We . . feel the electric 
virtue of his [Shakspere's] hand. 1830 Sir J. Herschel 
Stud. Nat. Phil. 1. ii. (1851) 29 The effect on all on board 
might well be conceived to have been electric. 2831 Car- 
lyle Sari. Res. (1858) 175 Wait a little, till the entire 
nation is in an electric state. 1872 Palgrave Lyr. Poems 133 
A thrill of electric pain Smote through each English breast. 

4. Electric blue : a trade name for a steely- 
blue colour used for textile fabrics. 

5. Comb., as f electric-magnetic = Electro-mag- 
netic. 

2823 J. Badcock Dom. Amnsem. 71 Ascribing to the in- 
fluence of electric magnetic causes the accuracy with which 
he succeeds in all his experiments. 

B. sb. 

1. A substance in which the electric force can be 
excited and accumulated by friction. See A. 1 . 

2646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. 81 Our other discourse of 
Electricks concerneth a general! opinion touching! et and 
Amber. 1664 Power Exp. Philos. 11. 133 The effluviums 
of an Electrick upon its retreat, pluck up Straws. 1748 
Franklin Lett. Wks. 1840 V. 221 Air is an electric per se. 
1832 Nat. Phil. II. Electric iii. § 56. 14 (Usef. Knowl. 
Soc.) The essential parts of. .an electrical machine .. are 
the electric, the rubber, etc. 1870 R. Ferguson Electr. 
Si The term electrics is applied to those substances which, 
when held in the hands and rubbed, become electric. 

2. Positive (negative) electrics : « electro-posi- 
tive (-negative) substances. 

1842 Turner Chem. (ed. 7Y130 Negative Electrics — Oxy- 
gen, Sulphur, Nitrogen .. Positive Electric* — Potassium- 
Sodium, Lithium, etc. 

Electrical if le*ktrikal), [f. prec. + -al.] 
f 1. = Electric A, 1 a. Obs. 

2635 N. Carpenter Geog. Del. 1. iii. 54 Elect ricall bodies 
drawe and attract not without rubbing and stirring vp of 
the matter first. 1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. 86 Bodies 
electricall, whose emissions are lesse subtile. 2744 Berkeley 
Siris § 243 The phsenomena of electrical bodies, the laws 
and variations of magnetism. 

b. = Electric A. 1 b. 

2813 Sir H. Davy Agric. Chem . ii. (i8i4> 39 When a piece 
of sealing wax. .gains the power of attracting light bodies 
. .it is said to be electrical. 2813 Bakewell Introd. Geol. 
(1815) 313 The smoke and vapour of volcanoes are highly 
electrical, c i860 Faraday Forces Nat. v. 129 It is so elec- 
trical that it will scarcely leave my hand unless to go to the 
other. 

2. (The usual modem sense.) Relating to or con- 
nected with electricity ; also, of the nature of 
electricity. Sometimes used in the combinations 
mentioned under Electric A. 2 b, in most of 
which, however, electric is more usual ; exceptions 
are electrical machine , electrical eel. 

*747 Wesley Wks. (1872)11. 73 , 1 went, .to see. .the Elec- 
trical experiments. 1747 Franklin Lett. Wks. 1840 V. 182 
Draw off the electrical fire. 1748 Ibid. 210 A turkey is to 
he killed for our dinner by the electrical shock. 1793 
Smeaton Edystone L. Cont. 14 No damage, except to a 
part of the Electrical Strap. 1802 Bingley Anim. Biog. 
(1813) III. 7 The electrical gymnotus or eel 2803 Edin. 
Rev. I. 195 The electrical pile. 1822 Sir H. Davy Chem. 
Philos. 104 Wires for passing the electrical spark. Ibid. 129 
The electrical balance of Coulomb. Ibid. 169 The electrical 
column, formed of zinc, Dutch leaf, and paper. 1818 Mrs. 
Shelley Frankenst, i. (1865) 42 He constructed a small 
electrical machine. 1822 Imison Sc. 4 * Art 1. 4.63 When 
many of these . . jars are connected together, it is called an 
electrical battery. 2836 Macoillivray tr. Humboldt* s 
Trav. xv. 196 Electrical eels, .abound in the. .confluents of 
the Orinoco. 1845 Darwin Voy. Nat. iii. (1879') 62 Is it not 
possible that the mixture of large bodies oi fresh and salt 
water may disturb the electrical equilibrium ? 1851 Car- 
penter Man. Phys. 462 In. .Electrical fishes, the electric 
organs are supplied with nerves of very great size. Mod. 
Are there any electrical books in the library? 


3. fig. Cf. Electric 3 . 

*775 Sheridan Rivals 11. i, The atmosphere becomes 
electrical. 2824 Scott Wav. I. iv. 59 The electrical shock 
caused by the discovery. 1873 Lowell Among my Bks. 
Ser. 11. 315 The leaves, .seem to thrill our fingers with, .the 
flutter of his electrical nerves. 

1 4. Skilled in the science of electricity. Obs. rare* 
*757 E. Darwin in Phil. Trans. L. 240 The author, Imv- 
ingno electrical friend whose sagacity he could confide in. 

Electrically (fle*ktrikali), adv. [f. prec. +■ 
-LY ^ .] In an electrical manner. 

1. In the manner of, by means of, or in relation 
to electricity. 

2812 Sir H. Davy Chem. Philos. 307 Points of platina are 
electrically ignited. 2854 Scoffern in Orr's Circ.fic. 
Chem. 212 Glass and flannel have been electrically excited. 
2862 Sir W. Fairbairn Addr. Brit. Assoc., Electrically, 
india-rubber possesses high advantages. 1873 B. Stewart 
Conserv. Force iii. 67 Metallic coatings .. not electrically 
connected. 1883 Daily News 18 Sept. 3/7 The electrically- 
lighted marquee in Carlton-road. 

2. fig. With suddenness, rapidity, or force as of 
electricity. 

1842 Lytton Zanoni 25 The orchestra- — electrically sensi- 
tive to the impression of the audience. 1865 Carlyle E'redk. 
Gt. V. xv. iii. 284 This electrically sudden operation on 
Prag. 2869 Mrs. Whitney Hitherto xviii. 250 Why? she 
demanded electrically, like a thunder-clap. 

t Ble*ctricalness. Obs~° [f. as prec. + 
-ness.] The state or quality of being electrical. 

_ 2736 Bailey, Electricalness , attracting quality. Hence 
in mod. Diets. 

t Electrice. Obs. [a. F. ttectrice , fem. of 
electeur Elector.] * Electress i. 

1695 Lond. Gaz. No. 3105/3 The Electrice of Bavaria .. 
has Miscarried. 2710 Ibid. No. 4742/2 He brought with 
him a Letter from the Electrice. 

Electrician (.nek-, elektrrjan). [f. Electric 
4- -ian.] One who studies, or is versed in, the 
science of electricity; one who works with elec- 
trical instruments. 

1751 Franklin in Phil. Trans. XLVII. xliv. 201, I have 
not heard that any of your European electricians have been 
able to. .do it. 1829 E. Jesse JrnL Nat. 368, I am no 
electrician. 2869 Pall Mall G. 31 Aug. 4 The electrician 
had gone to Brest to repair a fault in the French cable. 

Electricity (Hek-, elektrrslti). [f. Electric 

+ -1TY.] 

1. In early use, the distinctive property of 
‘electric bodies’, like amber, glass, etc., i.e., 
their power when excited by friction to attract 
light bodies placed near them ; also, the state of 
excitation produced in such bodies by friction. 
Subsequently the name was given to the cause of 
this phenomenon and of many others which were 
discovered to be of common origin with it, e.g. the 
electric spark, lightning, the galvanic current, etc. 
Franklin considered electric phenomena to be due 
to a subtle fluid diffused through all bodies, the 
excess of which above its normal quantity con- 
stituted ‘positive electricity’, and its deficiency 
below the normal quantity ‘ negative electricity 7 ; 
but he also used ‘electricity’ as a name for the 
fluid itself. Others believed ‘positive’ and ‘nega- 
tive’ electricity to be two distinct fluids, which 
when combined neutralized each other. The now 
prevailing view is that electricity is ‘a peculiar 
condition either of the molecules of the electrified 
body or of the ether which surrounds them* 
(Syd. Soc. Lex.) 1 but the term ‘electric fluid* 
survives in popular language, and the names 
‘positive’ and ‘negative’ electricity (also an 
inheritance from Franklin’s theory) are still re- 
tained in scientific use. 

Electricity may be developed by any means that produces 
disturbance of the molecular condition of bodies : by fric- 
tion {frictional electricity), by chemical action {galvanic 
electricity ), by heat {tkemnal electricity), by magnetism. 
{magnetic electricity). Occasionally electricity and its re- 
lated adjs. are used in a narrower sense With reference to 
the electricity produced by friction, as distinguished from 
galvanism or from magnetic or thermal electricity. 

1646 Sir T. Browne Ep. n.i. 51 Crystal will calefy 

into electricity; that is, a power to attract strawes or light 
bodies, and convert the needle freely placed. Ibid. 7 o Saltes 
. . if gently warmed .. will better discover their Electrici- 
ties. 2668 Phil. Tratts. III. 850 Observations about the 
Electricity of Bodies. *736 Butler Anal. u. ii, Such 

f owers in nature as magnetism and electricity. 1747 
’ranklin Lett. Wks. 1840 V. 195 Restoring the equi- 
librium in the bottle does not at all affect the electricity in 
the man. 2770 Priestley in Phil. Trcms . LX. 209 The 
difference of the two electricities. *794 J. Hutton Philos. 
Light, Spc. 232 Electricity, .is distinctly different from both 
light and heat! *863 Med. JrnL IX. 569, I began to use 
electricity, by small shocks. 2834 Mrs. Somerville Connex. 
Phys. Sc. xxviii. (2849) 310 Electricity may be called into 
activity by mechanical power, by chemical action, by heat, 
and by magnetic influence. 1837 Brewster Magnet . 273 
Feebler electricities will, .produce the sheets of summer 
lightning. 1885 S. P. Thompson Electr. Magn. 9 Elec- 
tricity may either reside upon the surface of bodies as a 
charge, or flow through their substance as a current 
b. Preceded by adjs. denoting (a.) the source 
or mode of production, as frictional, galvanic, 
induced, magnetic , thermal, vital, voltaic ; (b.) the 
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place of development, as animal , atmospheric, 
organic ; (c.) the quality, as active, constant, free, 
negative , positive. Vitreous, resinous electricity : 
older synonyms for positive and negative elec- 
tricity, which were first observed as resulting from 
the friction of glass and of resinous bodies re- 
spectively. 

*755 Franklin Let . 14 Mar. Wits. 1882 V. 341 Their nega- 
tive electricity [is] increased. 1799 E. Darwin Phyiol. 310 
(T.) Two electrick fluids diffused together, and strongly at- 
tracting each other ; one . . vitreous, the other resinous, 
electricity. 183a Nat. Phil. II. Galvan, iv. § 30. 12 (Usef. 
Knowl. Soc.) The circulation of voltaic electricity produces 
an elevation of temperature. Ibid. Electr. ii. § 49. 13 The 
body is said to be negatively electrified, or to have negative 
electricity. Ibid. Positively electrified, or to have positive 
electricity. 1850 tr, Humboldt's Cosmos HI. 189 Transitions 
of atmospheric electricity to an opposite condition. 

2. Jig. 

1791 Burke Regie. Peace i. Wks. VIII. no They [ambas- 
sadors] will become true conductors of contagion to every 
country which has had the misfortune to send them to the 
source of that electricity. 1831 Carlyle Sart. Res. (1858) 
175 Wait a little, till the entire nation is man electric state ; 
till your whole vital Electricity, .is cut into two isolated 
portions of Positive and Negative (of Money and of Hunger). 
1858 Hawthorne Fr, $ It. Jrnls. II. 24 The^ electricity of 
human brotherhood. 1864 Lowell Fireside Trav. 73 The 
natural electricity of youth. 

3. The branch of physical science which deals 
with the nature and phenomena of electrical ac- 
tion. 

1734 Desaguliers Course Exper. Philos. 450 Gray has 
found out several new Phenomena in Electricity. 1796 
Hunter tr. St. Pierre's Stud. Nat. (1799) I. 107 That 
new . . wonderful art of electricity, which screens their 
hotels from the thunder. 1885 S. P. Thompson (title) Les- 
sons in Electricity and Magnetism. 

4. Comb., as electricity-laden adj. 

1884 Century Mag. XXVII. 922 The electricity-laden 
raindrops. 

Blectricize (Hedctrisoi'z). rare. [f. asprec. + 
-IZE.] To charge with electricity, make electric. 
*= Electrify v. 1 . 

' 1872 Fox Ozone 16 Ozone has been considered . . to he 
produced only when Oxygen is positively electricized. 

Electric lrglxt. a. gen. Light produced by 
electrical action, b. spec. The same as applied 
to purposes of illumination. It is ordinarily pro- 
duced either by the incandescence of a filament of 
metal or carbon, or by the electric arc formed by 
the passing of electricity between two carbon 
points. Also attrib., as in electric-light appar- 
atus. 

1843 Mech. Mag. XXXIX. 352 Electric light— Substitute 
for Gas [heading of paragraph^. 1849 Walker in City. Sc. 
(c 1865) I. 138/2 We . . saw the electric light outshining all 
the other . . lights. 1871 Tyndall Fragm. Sc. (ed, 6 ) 11 . 
xvi. 430 The electric light was afterwards established at 
Cape Grisnez. 

Jig. 1870 Max Muller Sc. Relig, (1873) 3 The electric 
light of Comparative Philology. 

Hence electric -lighted ppl. a., lighted by elec- 
tricity! electric lighting vbl. sb., illumination by 
the electric light ; also attrib. 

1881 Daily News 3 Sept. 2/4 Beautiful electric-lighted 
clock. 1887 Whitakers Almanack 141 advt., Electric- 
lighting engineers. 

ElectricoTogy. rare. [See -logy.] (See quot.) 
1746 R. Turner [title) Electricology, or a Discourse upon 
Electricity. 

Ele*etrlco-me:teorolo*gieal, a. Relating to 
electrical meteorology, or to electricity and me- 
teorology. 

*787 Bennet in Phil. Trans. LXXVII. 289 An electrico- 
meteorological diary. 

t Electri'ferOUS, a. Obs. [see Electrum and 
-ferous.] Bearing or producing amber. 

. 1656 in Blount Glossogr. 1721-1800 in Bailey. 
Electrification (ile&trifik^’jbn). [f. Elec- 
trify v. after L. nouns of action in -ficaiioi] 

1. The action or process of electrifying ; subjec- 
tion to the electric current. 

1748 Phil. Trans. XLV. 194 An Electrification of five or 
six Hours. 1750 Ibid. XL VI. 385 The Prelate was not 
cured ; and since the Electrification . . had been as he was 
before. 1881 A Macfarlane in Nature XXIV. 465 After 
a few electrifications, .particles collect to form a chain. 

2. The state or condition of a body charged 
with electricity. 

1787 Phil. Trans. LXXVII. 29 The electrification of fogs 
and rain. 1878 Gurney Crystallogr, 1x4 The electrifica- 
tions of the glass and the resin are of opposite kinds. x88t 
Maxwell Electr. Magn. I. 32 It is the . . practice . . to 
call the vitreous electrification positive, and the resinous 
electrification negative. 

Electrified (/le-ktrifsid), ppl. a. [f. Elec- 
trify v. + -ed.] Charged with electricity by the 
passage of an electric current. 

1751 Watson in Phil. Trans. XLVII. 203 Stream of 
electrified effluvia. 1834 Mrs. Somerville Cormex. Phys. 
Sc. xxviii. ( 1 849) 31 4 Attraction between electrified and un- 
electrified substances. 1881 Maxwell Electr. # Magn. I. 
32 No force, either of attraction or of repulsion, can he ob- 
served between an electrified body and a body not electrified. 

Blectrifier (He-ktrifaici). [f. next + -ER.] 
He who or that which electrifies or (figl) startles 
or shocks violently. 


s 86c Russell Diary India 1 . 210 There is nothing to rouse 
one like the sound of a cannonade : It's a tremendous elec- 
trifier. , 

Electrify (He-ktrifai). [f. Electr-ic + -(i)fy.] 

1. trans. To charge a body with electricity, or 
pass the electric current through it ; to subject 
(a person) to an electric shock or current. 

1747 Franklin Lett. Wks. 1840 V. 188 We electrify . . a 
book that has a double line of gold round upon the covers. 
1765 Wesley Jml \ 26 Dec. (1827) III. 233 Being electrified 
morning and evening, my lameness mended, c 1796 Imison 
Sch. Arts I. 41 The body is said to be electrified, and is 
capable of exhibiting appearances which are ascribed to the 
power of electricity. 1830 Sir J. Herschel Stud. Nat. 
Phil. 11. vi. (1851) 150 Quicksilver electrified under a con- 
ducting fluid. 1885 Watson & Burbury Math. Th. Electr. 
4- Magn. I. 76 The inside will be resinously electrified. 

2. Jig. To startle, rouse, excite, as though with 
the shock of electricity. 

1752 Chesterf. Lett. 285 III. 308 You will not be so 

agreeably electrified . ■. as you were at Manheirm c 1794 
Burke Addr. Brissot to Constit. (R.), Those heights of 
courage which electrify an army and ensure victory. 1870 
Emerson Soc. Solit., Eloq. Wks. (Bohn) III. 37 An audi- 
ence is electrified. 4 # 

Electrifying ( He-ktrifaijig), vbl. sb. [f. Elec- 
trify + -ING 1 .] The action or process of charging 
with electricity, or of passing the electric current 
through a body. Also attrib.. 

1732 Watson in Phil. Trans. XLVII, 373 The electrifying 
machine. 1764 Wesley Jrrd. 13 July, I advised electrify- 
ing. 

Electrifying, ppl. a. [f. as prec. + -iNG2.] 
That electrifies. 

x8zo J. Scott in Land. Mag. Jan., Vivid, searching, elec- 
trifying language. 1834 Campbell Mrs. Siddotis 1 1 . xiii. 
393 A manner so electrifying as to make the poor shopman 
start hack. 

t Electrine, ct. Obs. [ad. L. electrmus , or 
Gr. ryXcji crpivos : see Electrum and -ine.] 

1. Resembling what exists in amber, electric. 

a x6Sy H. More in Div. Dial. (1713) 560 They supposed it 
to contain an Electrine Principle in it. 

2. Made of the metal Electrum. 

1677 Plot Oxfordsh. 311 It was no matter in a Legacy of 
Electrine vessels, how much Silver or Electrum was in them. 

t Electrix. Obs. [a. L. electrix, fem. of 
elector .] — Eleotress 1. 

1665 Lond. Gaz. No. xx/i The Emperor and his Mother 
. . are going into Mourning for. .the Electrix of Bavaria. 

t Eiectrrzable, a. Obs. [f. Electrize v. + 
-able.] Capable of being electrized. 

1753 Watson in Phil. Trans. XLVIII. 205 Electrisable 
bodies . . were sometimes electrised under thick clouds, but 
without . . lightning, or even without rain. 

Electrization (TleLtriz^Jbn). [f. Electrize 
v. + -ATION ; so Fr. Electrisation.] 

L The process of subjecting (a person or thing) 
to the action of electricity ; the state or condition 
of being subjected to electrical action. 

1752 Phil. Trans. XLVII. 403 The washing of the hoy’s 
feet . . immediately preceded his electrisation. x8iz Sir H. 
Davy Chem. Philos. I. 355 Alumina cannot be decomposed 
by the electrization of mercury. 1871 Napheys Prev. 
Cure Dis. m. iii. 677 Persistent electrization has been 
known to cure obstinate cases. 1880 Howells TJndisc. 
Country iii. 49 Electrization of persons in the vicinity of a 
point struck by lightning. 

b. Decomposition by electro-chemical action. 
1807 Sir H. Davy in Phil. Trans. XCVTII. 38 The process 
of the electrization of ammonia. 

2. fig. The stirring of the soul mightily, as by 
electric shock, [after Fr.] 

1870 Echo 9 Nov., The levee en masse, that electrisation 
of all souls. 

Electrize (He'ktrsiz). Also 8 electerize, [f. 
Electr-io + -ize ; cf. Fr. ilectriser .] 
trans. To charge with electricity; to subject to 
the action of electricity ; = Electrify. 

1746 Browning in Phil. Trans. XL IV. 373, I was desirous 
to electrise a Tree. 1747 Franklin Lett. Wks. 1840 V. 187 
We electrize a person twenty or more times running, with 
a touch of the finger on the wire. 1748 Lond. Mag. 255 All 
animal bodies . . being constantly electeriz’d . . by the earth. 
1808 J. Webster Nat. PhiL 141 The prime conductor is 
electrized with the negative. 1869 Mrs. Somerville Molec. 
Sc. I. 1. ii. 90 A spiral wire electrized by the great battery 
. .at the London Institution. 

Hence Electrized ppl. a. 

1753 Watson in Phil. Trans . XLVIII. 207 An electrised 
phial of water. 1757 E .Darwin ibid. L. 252 Electrised down 
of the juncus bomhycinus. 1837 Whewell Hist. Induct. 
Sc. (1857) III. 13 Decanting the water out of an electrized 
into another bottle. 

Electrizing (£le*ktreizig), vbl. sb. [f. Elec- 
trize#. - 1 - -ing 1. ] Theaction or process of charging 
with electricity. Also attrib . 

1763 Watson in Phil. Trans. LI II. 26 The electrising has 
been discontinued. 1809 Henry ibid. XCIX. 433 note , 
Transferring the . . gas . . into the electrizing tube. 
Electro (He-ktr*), sb. and v. Used colloq. 
as an abbreviation for: a. Electro-plate v.. 
Electro-plating vbl. sb. ; b. Electrotype sb. 
and v. 

1864 Sala in Daily Tel. 14 Dec., Intrinsically base metal 
might have passed current until the electro wore off. Mod. 
They allowed him to take electros of all their woodcuts. 
It would save expense to electro the illustrations. The 
spoons ought to be electro’d afresh. 


Electro- (fle-ktm), formally repr. Gr. ^Xetcrpo- 
combining form of tfLeicrpov, which, after the 
analogy of its derivative Electric, is treated as if 
meaning 'electricity’; first occurring in quasi- 
Greek . derivatives like Electrometer, and now 
used without restriction to form combinations 
(chiefly written with hyphen) denoting processes 
carried on by electrical means, or the application 
of electricity to particular departments of art or 
industry, as in electro-blasting, - cautery , -dentistry , 
-engraving, -etching, - horticulture , -lithotrity ) 

- otiatrics . Also in the following : 

Electroballi'stic a., relating to the art of 
timing by electricity the flight of projectiles. 
Ele ; ctr o-bio *scopy [+ - bioscopy , f. Bio- + -scopy } 
after microscopy, etc.], the examination of an animal 
body by means of a galvanic current, to discover 
muscular contractions as evidence of life. Eleciro- 
ca-pillary a., having reference to the influence of 
electricity on capillary tubes under certain condi- 
tions. Electro-che’mic, -chenical adjs., per- 
taining to electricity and chemistry jointly. Elec- 
tro-che'mistry, the science of the application of 
electricity to chemistry. EXectro-chromograph, 
an instrument for electrically recording exact in- 
stants of time. Electro-coating vbl. sb., the 
process of coating a body over with metal by the 
galvanic battery. Electro-copper, iron coated 
with copper by means of the galvanic battery. 
Ele:ctro-depo’sit v., to deposit (a coating of 
metal, etc.) by means of electricity: hence Elec- 
tro-deposit, -deposition, the process of de- 
positing by electricity ; Electro-depo sitor, one 
who conducts this process. Ele=ctro-diagno*sis, 
the application of electricity to purposes of medical 
diagnosis. Electro-ergo’meter, an instrument 
for measuring the work done by an electric machine. 
Electro-fu sion, the fusion of metals by means 
of the electric current. Electro-galvanic a., 
pertaining to the galvanic form of electricity ; 
also, pertaining to electricity as including galvan- 
ism. Electro-genesis [see Genesis], the state 
of tetanoid spasm that supervenes in the muscles 
highly stimulated by galvanism, when the current 
is withdrawn : so Ele:ctroge*nic a. [see -genic], 
pertaining to electrogenesis. Electro-gild v 
to gild by means of an electric current : hence 
ele'dro -gi’lding vbl. sb., electro- gilt, ppl, adj. 
Electro-kinetic a. [see Kinetic], having re- 
ference to electricity in motion. Electro-ma*s- 
sage, kneading the body or a limb with a com- 
bined roller and small galvanic machine. Elec- 
tro -me 'dical a., pertaining to the application 
of galvanism to medical purposes. Electro- 
metallurgy, the application of electrolysis to 
the deposition of thin coatings from metallic so- 
lutions : hence ele-ctro-metallwrgic , -metallurgical 
adjs. Electro-mu*scular a., having reference to 
the mutual influence of the electric current and 
muscular contraction. Electr o-ne*gative a., 

pertaining to, or producing, negative electricity. 
Electro-nervous a., relating to the affinity be- 
tween electric and nervous action, Electro- 
optics the science of the relations between 
electricity and optics. Electro-pathology, the 
science of morbid conditions as they are revealed 
by electrical means. Electro -physiology, the 
science of the electrical conditions of the physio- 
logical processes; the testing by electricity of the 
bodily functions: hence ele'ctro-phy-siolo'gical adj. 
Electro-photo meter, an instrument for com- 
paring the intensity of lights by referring them 
to the standard of the electric spark. Electro- 
poi*on [f. Gr. -iroiov, neut. of -voids that makes], 
a name for Bunsen’s carbon battery. Electro- 
polar a., an epithet applied to the condition of 
a cylindrical conductor when, on being electrified 
by induction, the ends become polar. Electro- 
po sitive a., pertaining to, or producing, posi- 
tive electricity. Electro-process = electrotyping 
process. Electropumcture = Galvanopgnc- 
TURE. Electro-pyrouueter =*= electric PYRO- 
METER. Electro-silver v. = Electroplate. 
Electrosynthe*tie a., causing chemical com- 
position by means of the galvanic current : 
hence Ele:ctrosynthe*txcally adv. Electro- 
techno logy, the science of the application of 
electricity to the arts. Electro-telegraphic^., 
pertaining to Electro - tele graphy = electric 
telegraphy. Electro-therapeu*tics, the treat- 
ment of disease by electricity. Electrotherapy 
[+ - therapy , ad. Gr. 0€/>aire«x healing] = electro- 
therapeutics. Electro-the'rmancy [cf. DlATfiEB- 
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mangy], and Ele-ctrothe^rmy [as if ad. Gr. 
-Oeppla, f. $€pfx6s hot}, the science of the electricity 
developed by heat Ele’ctroti-nt [cf. Aquatint], 
a mode of engraving, the design being drawn on 
copper-plate and transferred by means of an elec- 
tric bath. Ele=ctro-vi*tal a., having reference to 
the connexion of electricity and the vital actions : 
hence Electro- vi’talism. 

1879 G. Prescott Sp. Telephone 287 Lipmann's *electro- 
capillary electrometer. 1807 Davy in Phil. Trans. XCVIII. 
2 Application of the powers of *electro-chemical analysis. 
<71865 J.Wylde in Circ. Sc. I. 193/2 Laws of., electro- 
chemical decomposition. 1881 Maxwell Electr. 4* Magn. 

I . 330 The quantities of these ions being *electrochemicalIy 
equivalent. 1820 Nat. Philos. II. Electr. i. § 2. x (Usef. 
Know!. Soc.) ^Electro-Chemistry .. one of the connecting 
branches between remote divisions of the Philosophy of 
Nature. 1878 Newcomb Pop. Astron, 11. ii. 157 The *e!ectro- 
chronograph on which his laps are recorded, c 1865 G. 
Gore in Circ. Sc. I. 239/2 * Electro-coating with zinc. 1852 
Joubert in Jrnl. Soc. Arts 26 Nov., One *e!ectro-copper 
plate has yielded more than 12,000 impressions. T864 
Reader 5 Oct 483/3 For ^electro-deposit a large series of 
depositing cells is required. 1882 Nature XXV. 360 An 
*electro-deposited coating, c 1865 G. Gore in Circ. Sc. I. 
239/2 Coating metals . . by 4 electro-deposition. Ibid. 215/2 
Some *electro-depositors use vats . . of wrought iron. 1881 
C. W. Siemens in Nature XX I II. 353 *Electro-fusion of. . 
iron or platinum. 1858 O. W. Holmes Ant. Break f T. 
{1865) 14 Men of letters . . will not disturb the popular fallacy 
respecting this or that *electro-giIded celebrity. 2871 tr. 
Schellen’s Spectr. Anal. § 28. 98 Delicate steel parts, .have 
been *electro-gilt. ci 86 $ G. Gore in Circ. Sc. I. 227/2 
Liquid . . for. .*electro-gilding. 1880 in Nature XXL 457 
The expense of ^electro-horticulture depends mainly upon 
the cost of mechanical energy. 1881 Maxwell Electr. <$■ 
Magn. II. 207 The *Electrokinetic Energy of the system. 
1854 Scoffern in Ords Circ. Sc. Chem. 117 Covering it 
with a thin layer of gold by the *electrometallurgic pro- 
cess. C1865 J. Wylde in Circ. Sc. I, 302/1 ‘^Electro-metal- 
lurgical processes require certain temperatui-es. 1840 Smee 
(title 1 Elements of *Electro-metallurgy. 1846 Joyce Sc. 
Dialog, iii. Electr. 412 The whole art of electro-metallurgy 
..consists in making a good selection of solutions. 1879 
Du Moncel Telephone 11 The "^electro-musical telephones. 
1870 Holmes Surg. (ed. 2) IV. A peculiar pain, which is 
called *electro- muscular sensibility. 1810 Henry Elem. 
Chem. (1826) I. 202 Bodies .. attracted by positively elec- 
trified surfaces/and repelled by negative ones., may be 
termed . . *electro-negative bodies. 1882 Maxwell Electr. 
4- Magn. I. 343 The Anion, or the electronegative com- 
ponent. 1843 Graves Clinical Med. xxi. 429 The *eIectro- 
nervous theory received a great accession of probability. 
1881 W. Spottisvvoode in Nature XXV. 118 The . . pro- 
spects of *electro-physiology. 1870 F. Pope Electr. Tel. i. 
(1872) 17 This modification of the Grove battery is some- 
times called the *Electropoion battery, 1850 Daubeny 
Atom . The. vii. (ed. 21 205 Chlorine, an electro-negative 
body, takes the place of hydrogen, an *electro-positive 
one. 1883 Chamb. Jrnl. x Dec. 765/1 Tin is .. electro- 
positive to iron, c 1865 G. Gore in Circ. Sc. I. 233/2 
Taking copies ..by the *electro-process. # 1871 Holmes 
Surg. (ed. 2) V. 528 *Electro- puncture is nothing more 
than the application of a galvanic current to the tissues in- 
cluded between two acupuncture needles. 1843 W. Grove 
Contrib. Sc. in Corr. Phys . Forces (1874) 273 ^Electro- syn- 
thetic absorption of nitrogen. .Capable of *e!ectro-syntheti- 
cally combining. 2885 Pall Mall G. x8 June 11/2 The 
recent developments of practical electricity and *electro- 
technology. 1843 Chamb. Jrnl. XII. 128 Communications 
may be transmitted with * electro-telegraphic speed, c 1865 

J. Wylde in Circ. Sc. 1 . 258/2 The voltaic battery in *elec- 
tro-telegraphy. 1887 J. Butler {title) Text-book of ^Electro- 
Therapeutics, etc. 1881 Nature XXIV. 351 A new and 
effective method of treating disease — ^electrotherapy. 184a 
J. Sampson (title) *Electro-tint, or the Art of making 
paintings in such a manner that copper Plates and ‘ Blocks ' 
can be taken from them by Voltaic Electricity. 1843 
Graves Clinical Med. xxi. 432 ^Electro- vital or neuro- 
electric currents. 

Electro-Mology (^e-ktr<?,b 3 i|p*lod 3 i). [f. prec. 

+ Biology.] 

1. The branch of electricity which deals with the 
electrical phenomena of living beings ; — electro - 
physiology (see Electro-). 

1849 Smee (title) Elements of Electro-biology. 1881 in 
Nature XXIV. 39 The first number of L’ Electr icien con- 
tains] an interesting article on electrobiology. 

2. The name given about 1845 to a form of 
* animal magnetism’ or hypnotism, in which un- 
consciousness was induced by causing the patient 
to gaze steadily at a small bright object. 

Originally the object used was a disc of zinc and copper, 
the galvanic action of which was supposed to be concerned 
in producing the result ; hence perhaps the name, which 
however was employed by some writers as a synonym for 
‘ animal magnetism ’ in general, with reference to its 
imagined relation to vital electricity. 

1850 W. Gregory Anim. Magn. 74 All the phenomena 
of the conscious state in .; . electro biology .... can be produced 
.. by the older mesmeric or magnetic methods. 1874 
Carpenter Ment. Phys . 11. xiv. (1879V 550 Who styled 
themselves ‘professors' of a new art which they termed 
Electro-Biology. 

Hence Ele;ctrobiolo'gical a. [see -ical], re- 
lating to electrobiology. Ele:ctrobio’Iogist [see 
-ist], a practiser of electrobiology. 

1849 Macaulay Jrnl 13 May, I fought a mesmeric and 
electro-biological battle, . 1856 R. Vaughan Mystics (i860) 
II. 109 The real combat was one of spirit against spirit 
. . what would now be called electro -biological, i860 
Jeaffreson Bk. about Doctors II. 38 Electro-biologists, 
spirit-rappers, and table-turners. . , 1862 Lytton Str. Story 
XL 220 This sage anticipated our modern electro-biologists. 


_ Electrode (He‘ktr<? *d). . [f, as prec. F-ode (as 
in Anode), ad. Gr. 686 s way.] One of the poles 
of a galvanic battery. See Anode and Cathode. 

1834 Faraday Res. Electr. (1839) § 662 In place of the 
term pole I propose. .Electrode, and I mean thereby that 
surface .. which bounds the extent of the decompos- 
ing matter in the direction of the electric current. 1850 
Daubeny Atom. The. vii. (ed. 2) 207 The same wire, if 
made the positive electrode of the galvanic battery, is not 
acted upon by the acid. 2878 Huxley Physiogr. 102 This 
plate forms, one of the electrodes or entrances by which 
the electricity reaches the liquid (otherwise called the 
poles). 

Electrodynamic (fterktr^doinse-mik), a. [f. 
Electro- + Dynamic ; cf. hydrodynamic. ] Per- 
taining to the force excited by one magnetic 
current upon another. Hence Ele:ctro&yna*mical 
a., in same sense. Ele-ctrodyna-mics, the dyna- 
mics of electricity ; the science of the mutual 
influence of electric currents. Ele ctrodynamism 
[see Dynamism] = electrodynamics . EIe=ctro- 
dymamo*meter [see Dynamometer], an instru- 
ment for measuring electrodynamic force. 

1832 Nat. Phil. II. Electro-Magnet xii. § 291. 90 (Usef. 
Knowl. Soc.) An electro-dynamic ring, 2881 Sir W. 
Armstrong in Nature No. 619. 451 Electrodynamic ma- 
chine. 1830 Sir J. Herschel Stud. Nat. Phil. 324 Theory 
. . developed by M. Ampere, under the name of Electro- 
dynamics. 2870 R. Ferguson Electr. 171 Electrodynamics 
treats of the mutual attractions and repulsions of currents 
on currents, and currents on magnets. 1876 Catal. Sci. 
App. S. Kens. 200 Electro-dynamometer, for measuring 
electric currents which are constantly being reversed in 
direction. 

Electrograpk (zle-ktmgraf ). [fi Electro- + 
Gr. -ypcupos that writes.] 

1 1. (See quot.) Obs. 

1840 Spencer Multipl. Whs. of Art by Electr. Pref. 8 
The instruments themselves [for producing electrotypes] 
should be called * electrographs'. 

2. An instrument for registering electrical con- 
ditions ; the automatic record of an electrometer. 

2881 G. M. Whipple in Nature XXIII. 349 This want of 
accordance between, the electrograph, and magnetographs 
was, etc. 

Hence Electrogrra'pMc a. 

2868 Lossing Hudson 191 From his study he has electro- 
graphic communication with all parts of the United States. 
Electro graphy (*-, elektrp-giafi). [f. as prec. 
+ Gr. -ypapla writing.] The process of copying 
an engraving on an electro-copper plate. 

1840 Spencer Mutipl Whs. of Art by Electr. Pref. 8 
The whole art of applying electricity to the production of 
such works of art should be termed ‘ electrographyk 

Electrolier vzleta^lDu). [f. Electro-, with 
ending arbitrarily adopted from chandelier ; cf. 
gaselier.] A cluster of electric lamps. 

2882 Standard 27 Mar. 5 Gigantic gilt-brass electrolier. 
1884 Health Exhib. Catal p. lxii/i One large Metal 
Electrolier. 

Electrology (?-, elektr^l/d^iX [f. Electro- 4 * 
-logy.] The science of electricity. Hence ESlec- 
trolo-gic, -ical, adjs. 

Electrolysis (flek-, elektrpdisis). [f. Elec- 
tro- - 1 - Gr. M/cti $ unbinding ; after Analysis.} 

1. Chemical decomposition by galvanic action. 

1839-47 Todd Cycl. Anat: III. 720/1 The organ generates 

electricity . . and can effect electrolysis. 1873 H. Spencer 
Stud. Social, ix. 224 The great contributions of Faraday — 
magneto-electricity, the quantitative law of electrolysis, 
b. as the name of a branch of science. 

1870 R. Ferguson Electr. i6r Electrolysis is generally 
understood to treat of the changes effected in a substance 
subjected to, but not giving rise to, the current. 

2. Surgery. The breaking up of tumours, also of 
calculi, by electric agency. 

1867 Althaus in Brit. Med. Journ. xx May, Tumours. . 
treated by electrolysis. 1871 SirT. Watson Princ. Med. 
(ed. 5) II. 634 Dr. Hilton Fagge . . [has] treated light cases 
of hydatid disease of the Liver by electrolysis. 

Electrolyte (/le-ktr^hit). [f. Electro- + Gr. 
kvrbs loosed, f. Kvav to loose.] 6 A body which 
can be, or is being decomposed by Electrolysis* 
(Syd. Soc. Lex.). 

1834 Faraday Res. Electr. (1839’' § 664 Many bodies are 
decomposed directly by the electric current, .. these I pro- 
pose to call electrolytes. 1842 W. Grove Corr. Phys. 
Forces (1874) 143 All liquids capable of being decom- 
posed by the voltaic electrical force, thence called Electro- 
lytes. 2885 Watson & Burbury Math. Th. Electr. cf 
Magn. 1 . 2 31 The same constituent which in one el< ctrolyte 
becomes an anion, may in another electrolyte become a 
cation. 

Hence Electrolytic a. [see -ic], pertaining to, 
or capable of, electrolysis. Electroly-tical a. 
= prec. Ele-'ctrolytically adv. t by means of 
electrolysis. 

2834 Faraday Res. Electr, ^1839) § 664 The term elec- 
trolytical will be understood at once. Muriatic acid 
is elect rolytical, boracic acid is not. 2842 W. Grove 
Corr. Phys. Forces (2874 153 Electrolytic power of water. 
1861 Miller in Circ. Sc. 1 . 167/2 Decomposition . . by elec- 
trolytic action. 187a Cohen Dis. Throat 208 The improve- 
ment began with the institution of the electrolytic ; treat- 
ment. 1843 W. Grove Contrib. Sc. in Corr. Phys. Forces 
(1874) 279 Completion of the circuit and the electrolytical 
action are synchronous. 187. Chamb. Encycl. s.v. Gal- 
vanism, Gold. ,can be deposited electrolytically. 


Electrolyze (fle'ktrdteiz), v. [f. prec., after 
analogy of analyze , etc.] trans. a. To decora* 
pose by electrical means, fo. To break up (a 
tumour, calculus) by means of galvanism. 

1834 Faraday Res . Electr. (1839) § 665 Chloride of lead 
. . when electrolyzed evolves the two ions, chlorine and 
lead. 1881 S. P. Thomfson in Proc. Soc. Arts 24 Dec. 454 
Electrolysing water with small platinum points. 

Hence Ele-ctrolyzable a. [see -able], capable 
of being electrolyzed. Electrolyzation [see 
-ation], the process of electrolyzing. Ele'C- 
fcroly:ze& ppl. a., decomposed by galvanic ac- 
tion. 

1834 Faraday Res. Electr. § 664 For electro-cbemicalJy 
decomposed I shall often use the term electrolyzed.^ 2876 
Duhring Dis. Skin 95 Electrolyzation is of value in the 
treatment of . . tumors.^ 2882 Athenaeum 22 Nov. 635/1 
The electrolyzed liquid is sulphuric acid. 

Electro-magnet (zle-'ktmimae-gnet). [f. Elec- 
tro- + Magnet.] A piece of soft iron surrounded 
by a coil of wire, through which a current of 
electricity may be passed, rendering the iron tem- 
porarily magnetic. 

1831 A mer. Jrnl. Sci. XX. 201 Account of a large Electro- 
magnet. 1832 W. Sturgeon in Phil. Mag . XI. 194 On 
Electro-magnets, c 1865 J. Wylde mCirc. Sc. I. 250/2 A 
horse-shoe electro-magnet. 2879 G- Prescott Sp. Telephone 
Introd. 2 The first simple electro-magnet was made by 
Sturgeon [of Manchester]. 

Hence SleJctro-magnelbic, -magme tical adjs. y 
pertaining to electro-magnetism. Ele^otro-mag’- 
ne*tically adv., by means of electro-magnetism. 
Eleictro-magme'tics, the science of electro-mag- 
netism. Ele^ctro-ma'giietism, the phenomena 
of the production of magnetism by the electric 
current ; also, the influence of a magnet on the 
electric current. 

1823 J. Badcock Dam. Amusem. 226 The electro-magnetic 
influence always increased with the number of the plates. 
2879 G. Prescott Sp. Telephone Introd. 2 An electro- 
magnetic telegraph. 2823 J. Badcock Dam. Amusem. 
126 Electro-magnetical effects. i88x Sir W. Thomson in 
Nature XXIV. 435 To transmit electro - magnetically 
the work of waterfalls. 1828 F. Watkins (title) Popular 
Sketches of Electro-Magnetism. 1830 Sir J. Herschel 
Stud. Nat. Phil 94 Oersted’s great discovery of electro: 
magnetism. 1879 G. Prescott Sp. Telephone 5 Repro- 
ducing tones by electro-magnetism. 1 • 

Electrometer (Xlek-, elektr^m/toi). [f. 
Electro- + Meter.] An instrument for ascertain- 
ing the quality and quantity of electricity in ah 
electrified body. 

1749 Genii. Mag. 352 A true and exact electrometer. 
1766 Lane in Phil. Trans. LVII. 451 An instrument which 
I have contrived for this purpose may not improperly 
be called an electrometer. 1787 A. Young in Glasg. Weekly 
Her. (2883) 7 July 2/7 An electrometer — a small, fine pith 
ball. 1812 Sir H. Davy Chem. Philos. 228 The electro- 
meter. .consists of two gold leaves attached to a metal -plate. 
1881 Maxwell Electr. Magn. I. 300. 

Hence Electrometric, -ical, adjs., pertaining 
to electrometry. Electro'metry, the measure- 
ment of electricity by the electrometer. 

Electr emotion (fle-ktr^m^u-Jm). [f. Elec- 
tro- + Motion.] The motion of a galvanic cur- 
rent. Also, in recent use, mechanical motion 
produced by electrical means. 

1803 Ed in. Rev. III. 195 The ingenious hypothesis of Volta 
concerning electro-motion. x8b6 Davy in Phil Traits. 
XCVII. 46 There is no exhibition, .of electromotion. 

Electromotive (/le:ktr<?|m<?u*tiv), a. and sb. 
[f. as prec. + Motive a.] 

A. adj. Pertaining to electromotion. Electro- 
motive force : originally, the force exhibited in 
the voltaic battery ; in mod. use, the difference of 
potential which is the cause of electric cur- 
rents. 

2806 Davy in Phil Trans. XCVII. 46 Permanent electro- 
motive power. x8xo Henry Elem. Chem. (1826) I. 187 
Zinc and copper plates . . by their electromotive power. 
*833 N. Arnott Physics ir. (1865) 624 The electrical 
excitement, called also the electromotive force, produced 
in voltaic arrangements. 1878 Foster Phys. 1. ii. § 2. 49 
The electromotive force of the sciatic nerve of a frog. x88a 
Minchin Unipl Kinemat. 220 The sum of the sudden 
changes of potential, Ai+Aa . . is called the Electromotive 
Force between A and B. 

B. sb. [after locomotivei ] A locomotive engine 
of which the motive power is electricity. 

1887 Engineer 29 July 95 The electro-motive consists of 
an angle iron frame supporting three platforms. 

Electromotor (zTefivtmim^u-tar), sb: (adj.) [f. 
Electro- + Motor.] 

A. sb. Originally, a metal serving as a voltaic 
element. In mod. use, a machine for applying 
electricity as a motive power. B. attrib. or adj. 
Electromotive, as in electromotor force. 

1827 Faraday Chem. Manip. xxiii. 570 Plate or sheet 
zinc is a powerful electromotor. 1879 ' G. Prescott Sp. 
Telephone 260 During this year (2855) .. Henry M. Paine 
was then trying to construct a successful electromotor. 
x88x Maxwell Electr. fy Magn. I. 452 No current will 
flow through the electromotor. 

I! Electron (ile'ktrpn). [a. Gr. fyketerpov : see 
Electrum.] = Electeum 2 . 



ELECTRON OMUL 


ELEGANCE, 


1856 Grote Greece n. xcviii. XII. 659 Precious metals 
(gold, silver, and electron). 1877 W. Jones Finger-ring L. 
459 Mediaeval ring . . formed of electron, or gold much al- 
loyed with silver. 

Electronome (He'ktr^nJ-m'i. [f. Electro- j 
cf '.metronome,'] = Electrometer. 
Electropathy if-, elektqrpaH). [£ Electro-, 
in imitation of homoeopathy ; cf hydropathy .] The 
treatment of disease by electrical remedies. Hence 
Electropa thic a., pertaining to electropathy. 

1882 Society 11 Nov. 24/1 Electropathic socks. 

Ele*ctroph.ore< Anglicized form of next, 
which is more freq. used. 

1778 Ingenhousz in PhiL Trans, LXVIIL 1045, 1 will 
now explain the nature of ap electrophore. i860 All Y. 
Round No. 69. 451 The ball is repulsed . .according to the 
size of the electrophore or the lightness of the ball. 

Electrophonxs (flek-, elektqrforz>s). [mod. 
Lat f. Electro- +• Gr. -<p 6 p<>s that bears or pro- 
duces. Cf. It, elettroforo , Fr. electrophore, and 
prec.] A simple instrument, invented by Volta, 
for generating statical electricity by induction. 

1778 Ingenhousz On Electrophorus in Phil. Trans . 
LXVIIL 2027 To explain how far the electrophorus per - 
petuus may be accounted for on the. .theory of Dr. Frank- 
lin. 1782 tr. Volta ibid. LXIL App. vii, My electrophorus 
. . is a machine well known to electricians. 1880 Genii, 
Mag, Dec. 751 A cat's skin, .is an admirable rubber for an 
electrophorus. 

Electro-plate (He-ktmphdt), v. [f. Electro- 
n-Plate.] tram. To coat with silver by elec- 
trolysis. Hence, EIe*otoo -planter, one who 
electroplates. Ele*ctro-pla ; ting vbl, sb. 

*870 Eng. Mech. 25 Feb. 590/1, 1 electro-plated many 
articles. ^1865 G. Gore in Giro. Sc. I. 215/1 The kind 
chiefly in use by electro-platers, is the German or Liege 
Zinc. 1865 Reader 23 Sept. 351/1 Elkington founded the 
first establishment in this country, for carrying out the 

f rocesses of electro-plating. 1879 Cassell’s Techn. Educ. 

■ 93 The electro-plating process began at Birmingham. 

Electro-plate (iledctrtfpl^t), sd. [f. prec. vb.] 
The ware produced by electro-plating. 

*866 J. Martin eau Ess. 1. 30 Our breakfast-table displays 
our electro-plate. 1868 Holme Lee B. Godfrey xxviii. 149 
This is an age of stucco and electroplate. 

Ele ctro-psychology, [f. Electro- + Psy- 
chology.] A proposed name for 4 animal mag- 
netism 5 or f electro-biology 
*850 W. Gregory Anim. Magn. 73 Electro-psychology 
and other similar names in which .. the theory that elec- 
tricity is identical with the vital force is kept in view. 

Electroscope (He-ktrt?sk^ipL [f. Electro- 
+ Gr. -(t/cottos looker.] An instrument for ascer- 
taining the presence of electricity, and its quality 
if present Hence Ele ctrosco pic a. [see -ic], 
measured by the electroscope. 

*824 Mech. Mag. No. 66. 150 The aerial electroscope is 
an instrument for determining the electric state of the 
atmosphere. 1870 R. Ferguson Electr . 53 A gold leaf 
electroscope. 1881 Maxwell Electr. $• Magn. I. 300 In- 
struments by means of which the existence of electric 
charges ... may be indicated, but which are not capable of 
affording numerical measures, are called Electroscopes. 
1842 Turner Chem. (ed. 7J 85 Several simple electroscopic 
methods. 1879 G. Prescott Sp. Telephone 285 The electro- 
scopic delicacy of the telephone. 

Electrostatic (/tektr^stae-tik), a. [f. Elec- 
tro- + Static ; cf. hydrostatic .] Pertaining to 
statical electricity. Hence Ele:ctrosta tical a., 
of same meaning. Electrostatically adv. 
Electrostatics, the science dealing with, statical 
electricity. 

1867 Sir W. Thomson in Athenaeum No. 2084. 428 Self- 
acting electro-static accumulator. 1885 Athenxtim 3 Jan. 
21/2 The action of the air felt in front of an electrostatic 
machine in action. 1882 M inchin Unipl. Kinemat . 248 
An electrostatical distribution. 1881 Maxwell Electr. 

Magn. I. 453 The . . electromotive force of an electro- 
motor may be measured . . electrostatically by means of 
the electrometer. 1885 Watson & Burbury Math. Th. 
Electr .. <y Magn. I. 208 The . . two-fluid theory of elec- 
tricity in its application to Electrostatics. 

11 Electrotonus (zlek-, elektrp-tdims). [mod. 
Lat., f. Electro- + Gr. tupos tension : see Tone.] 
The modified condition of a motor nerve under 
the influence of a constant galvanic current. Also 
in anglicized form Ele ctrotone. 

x86o New Syd. Soc. Yr. Bk. 52, Title , Contributions to 
the Physiology of Electrotone. 1878 Foster Phys. 1. ii. 
2. 59 _ The nerve, both between and beyond the electrodes, 
is . . in a peculiar condition known as ‘ electrotonus 
So Ele^ctroto nic a. [see -ic], relating to or 
characterized by electro tonus ; also (in Faraday’s 
use), the epithet of the peculiar electrical state 
characteristic of a secondary circuit in the electro- 
magnetic field. Ele-ctrotoni*city [see -ity], the 
condition produced by electrotonizing. Elec- 
tro 'tonize v. [see -ize], to produce electrotonus. 
Electro tonizing vbl. sb. 

1832 Faraday Res. Electr. § 60, I . . have ventured to 
designate it as the Electro-tonic state. 1873 A. Flint 
Neru. Syst. iii. 1 16 The electrotonic condition. 1881 Max- 
well Electr. tjr Magn. II. 174 The Electrotonic State. 

Electrotype (ile-ktmtoip). [f. Electro- + 
Type.] 

1 . A model or copy of a thing formed by the 
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deposition of copper on a mould by galvanic 
action : also attrib . 

1840 Athenaeum 11 Apr., 324 We have received from Mr. 
Barclay what he calls an electrotype seal. 1857 Whewell 
Hist. Induct. Sc. (ed. 3} III. 537 The Electrotype Process 
is now one of the great powers which manufacturing art 
employs. 1880 Print. Trades Jrnl xxx. 13 Stock of elec- 
trotype cuts. 

2 . The process of electrotyping. 

1840 Mech. Mag. 15 Aug. XXXI 1 1. 224 {> heading of para- 
graph) The Electrotype in America. 1842 Proc. Amer. 
PhiL Soc. II. 198 Treatise on the Electrotype. 1859 Sir 
W. Harris Electr. 190 The useful arts .. namely, electro- 
metallurgy, electrotype, etc. 

Ele’Ctrotype, v. [f. prec. sb.] tram. To 
copy in electrotype. Also Jig. 

1847 Lady G. Fullerton Grant ley M. I. vui.273 We are 
only electrotyped. 1858 O, W. Holmes Ant. Breakf. T. 
xi. 105 Electrotyped . . in the medallions that hang round 
the walls of your memory’s chamber. 

Hence Ele*ctroty:per [see -er]. Ele’ctrotjrpist 
[see - 1 ST]. Ele*ctroty:ping vbl. sb. 

1870 Pall Mall G. 2 Sept. 4 Engravers and electrotypers. 
1884 Ibid. 7 May 8/2 The firm are type-founders, stereo- 
tvpers, and electrotypers. 1845 H. Dirks in Athenaeum 11 
Jan. 42 Copying for the electrotypist. £1865 in Circ. Sc. 
1. 234/1 Advantages of electrotyping over stereotyping. 

Electrum (zTe-ktr^m). [a. L . Plectrum, ad. 
Gr. tfscfcrpou, in same senses. See also Electre.] 

+i. Amber, Obs ... 

1398 Trevisa Barth. DeP. R. xvn. cxxi. (14951683 Of the 
pyne appyll tree cometh droppyng and woosynge whyche 
is made harde. .and soo tornyth in to a precyous stone that 
hyghte Electrum. 1602 Metamorph. Tobacco (Collier) 17 
Endanus his pearl’d Electrum gaue. 1794 Sullivan View 
Nat. II. 58 These fishes . . are unable to attract, or to repel 
the lightest substances, which even the electrum can affect. 

t b. Jig. of tears. Obs. 

iggt Greene Maidens Dreame v. 4 It was her masters 
death That drew electrum from her weeping eyes. 

2 . a. An alloy of silver and gold (of pale yellow 
colour) in use among the ancients; «= Electee i. 
Also attrib . b. Min. Native argentiferous gold 
containing from 20 to 50 per cent of silver. 

1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. Ii. xvi. xxxvii. (1405) 565 Elec- 
trum is a metall. .it shyneth more clere than gold or syluer. 
1555 Eden Decades W. Ind. i.iv. (Arb.) 83 inarg. note , 
Electrum is a metall naturally mixt of one portion of golde 
& an other of siluer. 1626 Bacon Sylva § 798 The Ancient 
Electrum had in it a fifth of Silver to the Gold. 1674 Earl 
Sandwich tr. Barba’s Art Metals (17401 72 Electrum .. 
which is a natural mixture of Gold and Silver. 1868 Dana 
Min . (1880) 5. A mass of electrum. .consisting oflarge crys- 
tals, containing 25 p. c. of silver. 1876 Humphreys Coin 
Coll. Man. xvi. 186 The coins of Lydia were frequently 
of electrum. 

3 . An alloy of copper, zinc, and nickel. 

1875 Ure Diet. Arts 11. 252 A base metal in modern use 
has received the name of electrum. It is an alloy of copper, 
zinc, and tin, withjsometimes nickel. 

t EIectiia‘rious, a. Obs. rare. In 6 elec- 
tuarius. [f. Electuary + -ous.] Of the nature 
of an electuary; wholesome, beneficial. 

1562 Bulleyn Bk. Compounds 17 b, This oile is electuarius 
to the teeth. 

Electuary (i'le*ktizrari). Forms : 6electuarye, 
-ie, {Sc. electuar), 8 electary, 4- electuary. See 
also Lectuary, [ad. late L. electudrium, elect d- 
rium ( 5th c.), perh. a corrupt derivative of the 
synonymous Gr. ifcXfucrov, f. tKXeixeiv to lick out.] 

1 . A medicinal conserve or paste, consisting of 
a powder or other ingredient mixed with honey, 
preserve, or syrup of some kind. 

1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. vii. xxxv. (1495) 250 The 
Etyk is holpe . . by an electuary that hight Electuarium 
patris. 1527 Andrew tr. Brunswyke's Distyll. Waters A j, 
With waters dy[styl]lyd, all maner of . . electuaryes be 
myxeed. 1549 Compl. Scot. xvii. 11872) 145 Spicis. .for to 
mak exquisit electuars. 1636 VnAjice Clavis Myst. xii. 148 
Many simples goe to the making of a soveraigne Electuary. 
1758 Brookes Pract. Physic (ed. 3) II. 134 The antiscorbutic 
Electary. .is very efficacious in this Disease. 1791 Boswell 
Johnson (1816) II. 372 Make them an electuary with honey 
and treacle. 1853 Kane Grinnell Exp. xxxvi. (1856) 326 
Raw potato and saur-kraut, pounded with molasses into a 
damnable electuary. 

b. fig. 

1526 Pilgr. Perf (W. de W. 1531) 85 Electuaryes to pre- 
serue them from spirytuall diseases. 1641 Milton Ch. 
Govt. 11, (1851) 139 Some eye-brightning electuary of know- 
ledge, and foresight. 1878 Emerson Sov. Ethics Wks. 
(Bonn) III. 385 Innocence is a wonderful electuary for 
purging the eyes. 

II 2 . ? Confused with electar , Electee i and 2. 

1536 Bellenden Cron. Scot. (1821) I. Introd 52 Ane maner 
of electuar . .. hewit like gold, and sa attractive of nature, 
that it drawis stra. _ 1638 Penkethman Artach. D, This 
weight serveth to weigh . . Gold, Silver, Pearles, and other 
precious things, as Electuaries and Amber. 

|] Eledone (elfdffu-nz). [mod.L., a. Gr. hXchwvr) 
a kind of polypus.] A cephalopod of the tribe 
Octopoda. 

1835-6 Todd Cycl.Anat. I. 528/2 In the .. Eledone the 
suckers are soft and unarmed. 1854 Woodward Mollusca 
(1856)35 The eledone makes twenty respirations per minute, 
when resting quietly in a basin of water. 2878 Bell tr. 
Gegenbauer's Comp. A nat. 327 The modified end of the arm 
in Eledone and Octopus. 

i E leenursynar. Sc. Obs. ex c. Hist. Also 7 
elymosinar. [ad. med.L. eleemosynarius ; see 


next. Cf. OF. elemosinaire , which may be the 
immediate source.] = Almoner. 

a 1639 Spottiswood Hist. Ch. Scotl. 1. (1677I 22 Alcuin, 
commonly held to be Charles the Great his Master, was 
made his Eleemosynar. 1663 Spalding Troub. C/ias. I 
(1829) 16 The bishop of Murray was made lord Elymosinar. 
1884 C. Rogers Soc. Life Scotl. I. ii. 53 Other officials were 
the carver, the cupbearer, the eleemosynar. 

Eleemosynary (ed/^m^sinari), a. and sb. 
Also 7-8 elemo-, eleemo-, -sin-, -sn-, -stmaary. 
[ad. med.L. eleemosynarius , f. eleemosyna : see 
Alms.] A. adj. 

1. Of or pertaining to alms or almsgiving; 
charitable. Eleemosynary House , Corporation , 
one established for the distribution of alms, etc. 

C1630 Risdon Snrv. Devon § 293 (1810) 302 These her 
eleemosinary acts . . are almost vanished. 1695 Kennett 
Par. A ntiq. ix. 659 The Elemosinary House or Hospital for 
the maintenance of two Capellanes, 1702 in Land. Gaz. 
No. 3812/1 Divers Persons to whom Eleemosinary Protec- 
tions were granted. 1827 Hall am Const. Hist. (1876) I. ii. 
80 The blind eleemosynary spirit inculcated by the Romish 
church is notoriously the cause .. of beggary. 1865 H. 
Staunton Gri. Schools Eng., Dulwich 502 Three [portions] 
are assigned to the Educational and one to the Eleemo- 
synary branch. 

2. Dependent on or supported by alms. 

1654 G. Goddard in Burton Diary (1828) I. Introd. 65 
If we be a mere elemosy nary Parliament we are bound to 
do his drudgery. 1667 H. More Div. Dial. in. xxxii. 
(1713) 264 Is not the whole World the Alms-house of God- 
Almighty .. [in] which he had a right . . to place us his 
eleemosynary Creatures? 1707 J. Stevens tr. Quevcdo's 
Com. Wks. (1:709) 353 There is a sort of Spunging, elemosi- 
nary Travellers, i860 Hawthorne Marb. Faun \ 1879) I- vi. 
62 Threw forth, .food, for the flock of eleemosynary doves. 

3. Of the nature of alms ; given or done as an 
act of charity ; gratuitous. 

a 1620 Jer. Dyke Sel. Serm. (1640I 348 God will not have 
the Ministery of the Word eleemosynary, to be matter of 
meere almes. 1791 Boswell Johnson u 8311 46 An eleemo- 
synary supply of shoes. 1849 C. Bronte Shirley II. v. 121 
Eleemosynary relief nev.r yet tranquillized the working 
classes. 1859 I. Taylor Logic in Tkeol. 246 We have 
nothing. . to do . . with eleemosynary. . education. 

b. Law. Given in ‘free alms’. See Almoigne. 

1671 F. Philipps Reg. Necess. 440 Baronies . . given in 
Frank Almoigne and as Elemosinary. 
fB. sb. Obs. 

1. One who lives upon alms ; a beggar. Also fig. 

1643 Sir T. Browne Relig. Med. 341 Those professed 

Eleemosynaries . . direct . . their petitions on a few and se- 
lected persons. 1665 Glanvill Seeps. Sci. xviii. 112 That 
the cause should be an Eleemosynary for its subsistence to 
its effect. 1673 H. Stubbe Find. Dutch War To Rdr. 3 
The Parliamentarians were their Eleemosynaries. 

2 . — Almonek. rare. 

1656 Blount Glossogr., Eleemosynary , an almoner, or one 
that gives alms. 1678 in Phillips. 1809 Bawdwen Domes- 
day Bk. 458 Robert the Priest had one carucate of land of 
the King’s Eleemosinary. 

3. = Almonry [ad. med.L. eleemo synariur>i\. 

1688 R. Holme Armoury hi. 43/1 [In] the Almonry, or 

Eleemosinary . . [are] 4 Yeomen. 1775111 Ash. 

Hence Eleemo 'synarily adv., in an eleemosynary 
manner; charitably, by way of charity. 

+ Eleemo’synate, v. Obs.~° [f. L. eleemo- 
syna, Gr. tkeTjfioavvr} + -ate.] intr. To give alms. 
1656 in Blount Glossogr. 1775 in Ash. 
t Eleemo’synous, a. Obs. rare- 1 . In 6 
elemosinus. [f. as prec. + -OUS.] Compassionate, 
merciful. 

c 1590 Burel 2 nd Pass. Pilgrimer Poems (1596) P ija, 
Ane pepill . . na ways Elimosinus. 

II Eleeson (elz'irs^n). nonce-wd. [A use of Gr. 
kXlrjcrov ‘ have mercy ! ’] ~ Kyrie Eleison. 

1822 W. L. Bowles in Blackw. Mag. XI I. 72, I hear far 
off Faint eleesons swell. 

Ele*gal, bad form of Illegal. 

1647 16 Quaeres to Praelates Ded. 2 These Quaeres will 
proove fatall to your . . elegall Ecclesiasticall Jurisdictions. 

Elegance (e*l%ans). [a. Fr. elegance , ad. L. 
elegdntia, f. elcgdnt-em : see Elegant.] The 
quality or state of being elegant. 

1. Refined grace of iorm and movement, taste- 
fulness of adornment, refined luxury, etc. See 
Elegant i, 2, 3. 

1797 Bewick Brit. Birds (1847) I. Introd. 7 The. .elegance 
discoverable in their outward appearance. 1807 Crabbe 
Par. Reg. 11. 140 With untutored elegance she dressed.^ 1821 
Craig Led. Drawing i v. 224 Elegance, I take to signify 
that intricate combination and contrast of lines in the form 
of a figure which constitute an essential part of beauty. 
1880 Mrs. Forrester Roy # Viola I. 1 Nowhere else in the 
world could you see such a display of luxury and elegance. 

2 . Of spoken or written compositions, literary 
style, etc. : Tasteful correctness, harmonious sim- 
plicity, in the choice and arrangement of words. 
See Elegant 4 . 

c 1510 Barclay Mtrr. Good Mann. (1570IG. vj, In eligance 
of meter and speeche. 1589 Nashe Pref. Greene’s Menaph. 
(Arb. 1 10 Sir Thomas Eliots elegance did seuer it selfe from 
all equales. 1616 Pasquil Hath. iv. 270, I . . Detest thy 
purest elegance of speech. 1751 Johnson Rambl. No. 157 
pn Nothing to say of elegance, .equal to my wishes. 1824 
Landor If nag. Conv. xxvii. Wks. 1846 I. 165 Elegance, by 
which I always mean precision and correctness. 1882 Hins- 
dale Garfield $ Educ. n. 402 The elegance of her trans- 
lations. 
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3. a. Of scientific processes, demonstrations, in- 
ventions, etc.: ‘Neatness’, ingenious simplicity, 
convenience, and effectiveness; so of a prescription, 
etc. See Elegant 5. to. Roman Law: transl. L. 
ekgantia juris : see quot. 1864 . 

1756 P. Browne Jamaica. 285, I doubt not but they might 
be used, with as much elegance, in emulsions. 1812 Wood- 
house Astron . xi. 84 This formula, undoubtedly of great 
elegance, probably was not derived by a direct mathema- 
tical process. \ 1864 Maine Anc. Law iv. (1876) 79 To this 
sense of simplicity and harmony, .significantly termed ‘ ele- 
gance’, .the Roman jurisconsults . .surrendered themselves. 

4 . t a. Correctness of taste : cf. Elegant 6. Obs. 

1660 Stanley Hist. Philos. 11701) 116/1 /Elian argued the 
Elegance of the Person, in choosing such things as were fair, 
to. Of manners, etc. : Refined propriety. 

1816 Miss Austen Entma x . xvi. 114 With all the gentle- 
ness of his address, true elegance was sometimes wanting. 

5. concr. Something which is elegant; a par- 
ticular instance or kind of elegance. 

1676 Evelyn Diary (1827) II. 417 A nice contriver of all 
elegances. 1779 Johnson L. P., Pope Wks. IV. 126 He has 
left in his Homer a treasure of poetical elegances to pos- 
terity. 1824-9 Landor Imag. Conv . (1846) 88 What your 
father and grandfather used as an elegance in conversation 
is now abandoned to the populace. 1837 J. H. Newman 
Par. SermAn d. 3' I. xxvi. 396 The measure of this world's 
elegances. 1863 Emerson Thoreau Wks. (Bohn) III. 337 
He had many elegances of his own. 

Elegancy (e'l/gansi), [ad. L. elegantia : see 
-ancy.J » Elegance in its various senses. 

I. = Elegance t. rare in mod. use. 

1532 Huloet, Elegancye, elegantia. 2622 Peacham 
Compl. Gent. xii. (1634 107 Most of them venerable for their 
antiquitie and elegancy. 1674 Grew Anal. Plants 1. § 15 
31 Two general advantages to the Leaves, Elegancy and 
Security. 2741 Richardson Pamela (18241 1 . 218 An 
elegancy ran through . . persons as well as furniture. 1768 
A. Calcott Deluge 407 Neither do the fossil reliquiae, .yield 
in elegancy.. to the medalic insignatures. 1838 Emerson 
Milton Wks. (Bohn/III. 301 He threw himself, the flower 
of elegancy, on the side of the reeking conventicle, 
b. humorously , in a form of address or title. 

1824 Southey Lett. (1836) III. 43s Your Elegancy will be 
looking for some news. 

f 2. Of language and style ; — Elegance 2 . Obs. 

1532 Elyot Gov. (1834) 38 The elegancy of poets. 1572 
J. Jones Bathes of Bath 1. ib, Tullie cheefe of all latyne 
elegancy. 2665 Evelyn Mem. (1857; III. 162 Some judg- 
ment might be made concerning the elegancy of the style. 
2746 Chesterf. Lett. I. cv. 288 The purity, and the elegancy 
of his language. 

3 . concr . Something which is elegant; an in- 
stance or a kind of elegance ; * Elegance 5. 

1587 Golding De Momay xxxiv. 547 They count Greek 
phrases for an elegancie. 1673 Dryden Marr. a la Mode 
iv. ii. 305 Instruct your wife’s woman in these elegancies. 
1746-7 Hervey Medit. 4 Contempl, (1818) 157 Art never 
attempts to equal their incomparable elegancies. 1823 Lamb 
Elia Ser. 1. xxii. (1865) 170 Palates not uninstructed in 
dietetical elegancies. 1874 Pusey Lent. Serin. 41 We must 
. . have this or that elegancy . . according to our condition 
of life. 

Elegant (erizgant), a. Forms: 5 ile^ant, 6 
eligant, -aunt, elygant, 6 - elegant, [a. F. 
Uegant, ad. L. ilegant-em, usually regarded as pr. 
pple. of *elegdre (f. *eleg-us adj.), related to eligere 
to select. 

The etymological sense is thus ‘choosing carefully or skil- 
fully/ In early Lat. elegans was a term of reproach, ‘dainty, 
fastidious, foppish', but in classical times it expressed the 
notions of refined luxury, graceful propriety, which are re- 
produced in the mod. Eng, use.]. 

1, Tastefully ornate in attire ; sometimes in un- 
favourable sense : Dainty, foppish. 

c 1485 Digby Myst. (1882) hi. 505 , 1 woll, or even, be shavyn, 
for to seme ^yng .. that makyt me Levant and lusty in 
lykyng. 2309 Barclay Ship of Fooles\isjo) 1 13 It is.. not 
for man to be so elegant, To such toyes wanton women may 
encline. 1552 HuLOET,JElegant person, philocaius. 1621 
Burton Anat. Mel. x. ii. in. vii, A woman if she see her 
neighbour more neat or elegant . . is enraged. 1801 Mar. 
Edgeworth GoodFr. Gov. 11832) 124 She is the elegantest 
dresser about town. 1882 tr. Challamet Hist. Fashion 
in France i, An elegant town lady would . . adorn herself 
with a mantle that half covered her. 

2. Characterized by refined grace of form (usu- 
ally as the result of art or culture) ; tastefully 
ornamental. Of physical movements : Graceful, 
free from awkwardness. 

1638 W. Burton /tin. Anton. 1T7 The Sixth Legion, .left 
behind them here a remembrance . . yet to be seen, in large 
and elegant Characters. 1684 Ray Corr. (1848) 138 The 
Polypodium plumosum is an elegant plant. 2760 Goldsm. 
Cit. IV. xiv. (1837) S3 Nothing is truly elegant but what 
unites use with beauty. 1774 T. Warton Hist. Eng. Poetry 
(1840} II. 272 A most splendid and elegant manuscript on 
vellum. 1809 Roland F'encingxyj The passing of the sword 
to the left side. .has. .a more. . elegant appearance. 

t to. Of stature : in 1 6 th c. with sense ‘tall/, 

1323 Douglas AS nets vn. xiv. 10 Turnus . . Enarmit walkis 
. . Wyth corps of statur eligant [preestanti]. 2430-1530 Mirr. 
Our Ladye 7 That the sayd blessyd virgyne Katheryn be- 
cause she was of an Eligant stature wold gather them of the 
sayd grapes. 

8 . Of modes of life, dwellings and their appoint- 
ments, etc. : Characterized by refined luxury. 

a 2687 Petty Pol. Arith. ii. (1691) 38 Beautifying the 
Country, .by elegant Dyet, Apparel, Furniture. 2806 Gazet- 
teer Scotl. 141 Dumfrtes-shire contains many elegant seats. 
2822 De Quincey Confess. (1862) 137 What he considered a 


really elegant dinner. 283s Sir J. Ross N.-West Pass. v. 
66 An elegant repast of venison. 2839 W. Collins Q. of 
Hearts \yZ73) 2 He felt languid pulses in elegant bedrooms. 

4. Of composition, literary style, etc. ; also of 
words or phrases : Characterized by grace and 
refinement; 4 pleasing by minuter beauties’ (J.). 

_ Formerly used somewhat vaguely as a term of praise for 
literary style ; from 28th c. it has tended more and more to 
exclude any notion of intensity or grandeur, and, when 
applied to compositions in which these qualities might be 
looked for, has a depreciatory sense. 

1528 More Heresyes 1. Wks. (1557) 274/2 The bokes neither 
lesse eligaunt nor lesse true. 2529 Rastell Pastyme , Hist. 
Brit. (1811 292 In a longe oracyon . . with elygant wordes. 
2649 Jer. Taylor Gt. Exemp. hi, xiv. 51 A most elegant 
and perswasive parable. 2672-5 Comber Comp. Temple 
(1702) 23 Arnobius, an African, writ his elegant books 
against the Gentiles. 2736 J. Warton Ess. Pope (1782) I. 
vi. 302 Addison has inserted.. an elegant character of this 
poetess. 2791 Burke Corr. (1844) III. 207, I thank you, too, 
for the elegant poem. 2841-4 Emerson Ess. xx. Wks. 
(Bohn) I. 250 Pope’s Odyssey .. is., correct and elegant. 
2876 Freeman Norm. Cong. V. xxv. 545 The love of hard 
words, of words which are thought to sound learned or 
elegant, that is . . which are not thoroughly understood. 

to. Of a speaker or author : Characterized by 
refinement and polish of style. (Formerly in 
wider use : see above.) 

1641 Milton Animadv. (18311 180 They did no more then 
the elegantest Authors among the Greeks. 1672-5 Comber 
Comp. Temple ( 2702 > 44 The learned volumes of this Elegant 
Father [Chrysostom]. 1887 Spectator 6 Aug. 1057/2 Rogers 
belongs to the elegant order of poets, 

5. Of scientific processes, contrivances, etc. : 
‘ Neat ’, pleasing by ingenious simplicity and 
effectiveness. 

1668 Culpepper & Cole Barthol. Anat. iv. ix. 166 An 
elegant Workmanship of Nature. 1803 Med. Jrnl. X. 336 
Profound discoveries and elegant improvements in every 
branch of medical science. 1823 J. Badcock Dom. Amusein. 
198 An elegant cement may abo be made from rice-flour. 
2844-37 G. Bird Uritt . Deposits 146 An elegant mode of 
showing the composition of the deposit. Mod. An elegant 
chess problem. An elegant method of solving equations, 
b. Of medicinal preparations : see quot. 

2720 T. Fuller Pharm. Extemp. 127 It [the Electuary] 
is an elegant Composition for a troublesome . . Cough. 2788 
V. Knox Winter Even. I. vi 67 The physicians call a medi- 
cine which contains efficient ingredients in a small volume, 
and of a pleasant or tolerable taste, an elegant medicine. 
2868 Royle & Headland Mat. Medica (ed. 5) 172 This 
elegant chalybeate has been long in use. 

6 . Of persons : Correct and delicate in taste. 
Now only in the phrase elegant scholar , which is 
influenced in meaning by 7 . 

2667 Milton P. L. ix 2018 Thou art exact of taste. And 
elegant. 2774 T. Warton Hist. Eng. Poetry (2840) I. Diss. 
i. 19 A very . . elegant enquirer into the genius . . ojT the 
northern nations. 2788 V. Knox Winter Even II. ii, 2x8 
An elegant spectator of the vegetable world. 2856 Emerson 
Eng. Traits xiv. Wks. (Bohn) II. 109 Mr. Hallam, a learned 
and elegant scholar. 

b. Refined in manners and habits (formerly 
also, in feeling), 

2712 Steele Sped. No. 401 T 2 An utter Stranger to the 
. . Delicacies that attend the Passion . . in elegant Minds. 
1797 Mrs. Radcuffe Italian i. (1824) 533 Her features . . 
expressed the tranquillity of an elegant mind. 2841-4 
Emerson Ess. xvi. Wks. (Bohn) I. 209 A sainted soul is 
always elegant. 1866 Geo. Eliot F. Holt (1868) 26 Such a 
stock of ideas may be made to tell in elegant society. 

7. Of pursuits, studies (formerly also, of senti- 
ments): Graceful, polite, appropriate to persons 
of refinement and cultivated taste. Elegant arts : 
those pertaining to the adornment of life ; nearly 
— ‘ fine arts \ 

2703 Pope To Vng. Lady 4 Trifles themselves are elegant 
in him. 2712 Steele Sped. No. 466 F7 Every thing in 
Nature that can pretend to give elegant Delight. 2753 
Hume Ess. 4 Treat. (1777) I. 7 The ardours of a youthful 
appetite become an elegant passion. 2779 Johnson L. P 
Shenstone Wks. IV. 215 Eminent for English poetry, and 
elegant literature. 1821 Craig Lect. Drawing i. 1 A high 
state of the elegant arts, .is indicative of great advancement 
in civilization. 

H 8 . Vulgarly used for ‘excellent, first-rate* ; in 
humorous literature sometimes as an ‘Irishism’ 
with spelling iligant. 

2848 Bartlett Did. A mer. t Elegant for excellent applied 
to articles of food and drink, is very common : as elegant 
water, elegant beef, elegant butter. 1888 Cornkitl Mag. 
Sep. 277 An' it looked an iligant counthry an’ all in a 
glimmerin' green. 

9. Comb. 

2809 Hannah More Coelebs I. 38 (Jod.) Sir John is a 
valuable elegant-minded man. 

Hence ETeganti-ze v. tram, [see -ize], to 
make elegant. Elegantish. a. [see -ish], rather 
elegant. 

1798 Lamb Lett, to Southey iv. 35 You might. , elegantise 
this supersedeas. 2830 Eraser's Mag. I. 568 What criti- 
cisms, .have been put forth, .in that elegantish, .periodical 1 
t Elegante V Obs. [Cf. alegant, var. of Ali- 
cante.] Some kind of dried fruit ; ? Alicante 
raisins. 

2579 in Rogers Agric. 4 Pr. III. 543 Elegantes $ c 14/3* 

1) Elegante 2 (eleg&'ht). [Fr. elegante , fem, of 
Ucgant, Elegant #.] A fashionable lady. 

2806 Mar, Edgeworth Leonora (1832) 32 Would you 
know the fashionable dress of a Parisian Elegante? 1814 
1 Scott Wav. i. The elegantes of Queen Anne Street East. 


Elegantly (eTi'gantli), adv. [f. Elegant + 
-LY z .\ In an elegant manner ; see senses of the 
adj. Also in comb, with adjs. 

2552 Huloet, Elegantlye, eleganter, rotunde. 1572 Gold- 
ing Calvin on Ps, iix. 1 j. 228 Hee elegantly putteth the 
doubtfull speeche in a diverse mening. _ 2728 Young Love 
Fame vi. (2757) 146 She’s elegantly pain'd from mom till 
night. 2753 Hanway Trav . (1762) IL 1. x. 54 Many hol- 
landers , . live elegantly. 2783 Ld. Hailes Aniiq. Chr. 
Ch. vi. 178 note, The latter part of the passage in Lampri- 
dius is elegantly paraphrased. 2858 W. Ellis Vis. Mada- 
gascar vm. 212 A number of elegantly-bound volumes lay 
on the table. 1879 O. W. Holmes Motley ii. 14 Elegantly 
brutal onslaughts. 

Elegiac (el/dgorsek), a. and sb. Also 6 eli- 
giack. [ad. L. elegiac-us, ad. Gr. kheytLatcos, f. 
kkeyeLov Elegy.] 

A. adj. 

1. Prosody. Appropriate to elegies, spec. Usually 
applied to the metre so called in Greek and Gatin, 
which consists of a (dactylic) hexameter and pen- 
tameter, forming the elegiac distich. Sometimes 
the term elegiac verse has been applied to the 
pentameter of the couplet separately. 

1586 Webbe Eng. Poetrie (Arb. 1 86 The most vsuall kindes 
[of verse] are foure, the Heroic, Elegiac, Iambick, and 
Lyric. 1603 Holland Plutarch’s Mor. 1246 A chronicler 
penning the histone of these affaires in elegiack verses. 2742 
Watts Improv. Mind (1802) 62 He has turned the same 
psalms., into elegiac verse. 2779 Johnson LAP., Ham - 
mond Wks. III. 240 Why Hammond or other writers have 
thought the quatrain of ten syllables elegiac, it is difficult 
to tell. 2846 Grote Greece (1862) I. xx. 503 The iambic 
and elegiac metres . . do not reach up to the year 700 b.c. 
1873 Symonds Grk. Poets i. 15 The pathetic melody of the 
Elegiac metre. 

2. Of the nature of an elegy; pertaining to 
elegies ; hence, mournful, melancholy, plaintive ; 
also (rarely) of a person, melancholy, pensive. 

1644 Bulwer Chiron. 20 An ingenious friend .. in his 
Elegiack knell, 1720 Gay Poems 12745) II. 28 He . . Might 
sweetly mourn in Elegiac verse. 2752 Gray Whs. (1825) II. 
269 Mr. Lyttleton is a gentle elegiac person, c 2800 K, 
White Rem. (183 7) 383 Its elegiac delicacy and quert- 
monious plaintiveness. 2808 Scott Marm. in. Introd., 
Hast thou no elegiac verse For Brunswick's venerable 
hearse? 2856 Mrs. Browning Aur. Leigh 1. 994 Elegiac 
griefs, and songs of love. . 

3. Elegiac poet', one who writes a. in elegiac 
metre ; to. in a mournful or pensive strain. 

2381 Sidney Def. Poesie (Arb.) 28 'J he most notable [de- 
nominations of poets] bee the Heroicke, Tragicke. .Iambic, 
Elegiacke. Some of these being termed . . by the sortes of 
verses they liked best to write m. 1589 Puttenham Eng. 
Poesie 1. xi. Arb.) 40. 2835 H. Reed Lect. Eng. Lit. x. 

(18781 319 It is the theme of the elegiac poet, to show the 
virtues of sorrow. 2888 Spectator 30 June 875/2 Matthew 
Arnold . . the greatest elegiac poet of our generation. 

B. sb. t a. An elegiac poet {obs.). to. pi. 
Elegiac verses (sense A. 1 ). 

2582 Sidney Def. Poesie {1622) 515 The lamenting Ele- 
giacke . . who bewayleth . . the weakenesse of maukinde. 
2774 T. Warton Hist. Eng. Poetry (1840) II. 508 His Latin 
elegiacs are pure. 1886 F. H. Doyle Reminiscences 30, 
I soon acquired ease . . in rattling over my elegiacs. 

Hence as combining form Elegraeo-. 

2832 Carlyle in Fraser’s Mag. V. 255 W e named Rous- 
seau’s Confessions an elegiaco-didactic Poem. 

XSlegi'acal, ct. [f. prec. + -al.] 
tl. Of metre : <* Elegiac i. Obs. 

2346 Langley Pol. Verg. De Invent, x, via. 17 a, Of 
Meters there bee. .that hath their name . .of the nomber of 
the fete, as Exameter and Pentameter which is also called 
Elegiacal. 2583 Stanyhurst Poems .Arb.) 125 The heroical 
and the elegiacal enterlaced one with the oother. 

2. Of the nature of an elegy, pertaining to elegies. 
arch. Cf. Elegiac 2 . 

1631 Weever Anc. Fun. Mon. 769 An Elegiacall or sor- 
rowfull Epitaph. 2640 T. Carew Poems Wks. (2824 92 An 
elegiacall letter upon the death of the king of Sweden. 
2846 Landor Exam. Shahs. Wks. II. 294 Study this higher 
elegiacal strain. 

Slegiamtoic (eflz'dgaise-mbik), a. [f. L . elegTa 
+ Iambic.] Of a metre : Consisting of half an 
elegiac pentameter, followed by an iambic dimeter. 
2722-2800 Bailey Elegiambick Verse. 

Ele*giast« rare ~ l . [f. Elegy, after the ana- 
logy oi ecclesiast. etc.] A writer of elegies. 

2766 Goldsmith Vic. W. xvii. 47 These Elegiasts . . are in 
despair for griefs that give the sensible part of mankind very 
little pain. . 

j llle*gie, a. Obs.~° [f. Elegy + -ic.] =* 
Elegiac. 

In some modern Diets. 

Edegio'grapher. rare-*, [f. Elegy, on the 
analogy of biographer.] A writer of elegies. 

2623 in Cockeram. 1636 in Blount Glossogr. 2722-61 
in Bailey. 2864 in Webster ; and in mod. Diets. 

1 231e*gious, a. Obs. rare . [f. Elegy + -otrs.] 
Resembling an elegy ; hence, lugubrious, melan- 
choly, mournful. 

263a Quarles Div. Fancies iv. x, Th’afFrighted heav’ns 
sent down elegious Thunder. 2633 — Embl. v. i. (1818 i 259 
If your elegious breath should hap to rouse A happy tear. 

Elegist (edfdsist). [f. Elegy + -ist.] The 
writer of an elegy. 

2774 Warton Eng. Poetry (2840) 1. 95 Our elegist, and the 
chroniclers, impute the crime . . to the advice of the king 
of France. 
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Elegit (ilrdgit). Law. £f. L. elegit ‘he has 
chosen ', 3rd pers. sing, perfect tense of eligere to 
choose ; see quot. 1S09.] A writ of execution, 
by which a creditor is put in possession of (formerly 
half) the goods and lands of a debtor, until his 
claim is satisfied. 

*503-4 Act 19 Hen. VI f, c. 36 § * To sue execution . . by 
write or wryttes of Elegit. 1032 Star Chamb. Cases (1886) 
*24 He tooke forth an Elegit for the rest of the Judgment. 
*796 J. Anstey Pleaders G. (*803) 70 Quare clausum fregit 
May breed a monster called Elegit. 1809 Tomlins Law. 
Dict,> Elegit from the words in the writ, elegit sibi liberari , 
because the plaintiff hath chosen this writ of execution. 
*876 Digby Real Prog. v. § 5. 247 The writ . . has ever since 
the Statute of Westminster II been called the writ of elegit, 
b. The right secured by this writ. 

*715 M. Davies Aik. Brit. I. 309 As for Tenancy of 
Elegit, Statute-merchant and Staple, etc. 1809 Tomlins 
Law Diet. s.v.. The creditor .. during that term . . is tenant 
by elegit. 

Elegize (ed/dgsiz), v. [f. Elegy 4- -ize,] 

1 . intr. a. To write an elegy ; also const, ttpon ; 
b. To write in a mournful strain- 
1702 C. Mather Magn. C hr. m.i. 111. (1852)313 His death 
gave the same gentleman occasion thus to elegize upon him, 
1754 H. Walpole Lett. I. 329(0.), I . . should have elegized 
On for a page or two farther. 1886 Edin. Rev. July 155 
Propertius and Tibullus elegised. 

2 tram. To write an elegy upon. 

1809 Byron Eng. Bards 266 The bard who soars to elegise 
an ass. a 1845 Hood Poems 11846) II. 66 Whose late, last 
voice must elegise the whole. 1858 Carlyle Fredk. Gt. II. 
x. it 590 He elegises poor Adrienne Lecouvreur, the Actress. 
Elegug, var. of Eligug. 

Elegy (e'lzd^i). [ad. Fr. Hegie, ad. L. elegia , 
ad. Gi. kKeyeta, {. tkeyos a mournful poem.] 

1 . A song of lamentation, esp. a funeral song or 
lament for the dead, 

*514 Barclay Cyt. Uglondyshm. Introd. 69, I tell mine 
elegy. 1594 Drayton idea 749 My Lives complaint in dole- 
full Elegies. 1649 Jer. Taylor Gt. Exentfi. 1. ix. 140 The 
Church’s song is most of it Elegy. 1750 Gray Elegy xxi, 
Their name, their years . . The place of fame and elegy 
supply. 1762 Goldsm. Nash 180 The public papers were 
filled with elegies. — {title) Elegy of a Mad Dog. *8ra 
Scott Rokeby v. xvii, Thy strings mine elegy shall thrill, 
My Harp alone. 187* R. Ellis Catullus lxv. 12 Death’s 
dark elegy. 

2 . Vaguely used in wider sense, app. originally 
including all the species of poetry for which Gr. 
and Lat. poets adopted the elegiac metre. See 
also quots. 1755 and 1833. 

*6oo Shaks. Ah V. L. hi. ii. 379 There is a man ..hangs 
A Elegies on brambles . . defying the name of Kosalinde. 
*716 -8 Lady M. W. Montague Lett . I. xxxiv. 120 A subject 
affording many poetical turns . . in an heroic elegy. 1755 
Johnson, Elegy , a short poem without points or turns. 
a 1763 Shenstone Wks. <$• Lett A 1768) I. 17 They gave the 
name of elegy to their pleasantries as well as lamentations. 
1833 Coleridge Table-T. 23 Oct., Elegy., may treat of 
any subject, but . . of no subject for itself . . always and 
exclusively with reference to the poet. 1839 Kingsley Burns 
Misc. I. 379 The poet descends from the . . dramatic domain 
of song, into the subjective and reflective one of elegy. 

8. a. Poetry, or a poem, written in elegiac metre. 
+ b. [after Gr. kkejeicvj An elegiac distich {oh.). 

\ *589 Puttenham Eng. Poesie (Arb.j 64 Long lamentation 
in Elegie. 1794 T. Taylor Pausanias' Greece II. 369 An 
elegy on one of these bases ..signifies that the statue . . 
was that of Philopcemen. 1839 Thirl wall Greece 1 1. *26 
The elegy, which IMimnermusJ adopted as the organ of his 
voluptuous melancholy . . had been invented by another 
Ionian poet, Callinus. 1862 Merivale Rom. Emp. (1871) 
¥. xlL 124 Ovid was the successor in elegy of Propertius 
and Tibullus. 

Elekte, obs. variant of Elect. 
i Elelendish, a. Oh. Forms : 1 elelendisc, 
2 -is, helelendis, (helendis). [OE. tfelgndisc, f. 
(le-land (see Eilland) + -isc, -ish.] Of another 
land, foreign. . 

a 1000 Lamb. Ps. xxxviiifix], 13 (Bosw.) Elelendisc ic eom 
mid Se. c 1175 Lamb. Horn. 81 Nu kumeS J>es helendisse 
Mon. .eleiendis he is icleped for he is of unkufie bode. 

Eleme (e-lfmi). Comm. Also 9 elemi. [a. 
Turk. (transliterated etimi by Redhouse) 

something sifted or selected.] attrib. in Eleme 
Jigs, a kind of dried figs from Turkey. 

1879 Encycl. Brit. IX. 154 The best kind, known as elemi, 
are shipped at Smyrna. *888 Grocer's Price List , Fine 
Eleme Figs. 

Element (ed/ment), sb. Forms: 3-4, 7 ele- 
mens [pi.), 4 ela-, elemente, 5 elymente, 6 
elyment, elements, 4- element, [a. OF. ele- 
ment, ad. L. elementum, a word of which the 
etymology and primary meaning are uncertain, but 
which was employed as transl. of Gr. aroix^iov in 
the various senses : — a component unit of a series ; 
a constituent part of a complex whole (hence the 
/ four elements’); a member of the planetary 
system ; a letter of the alphabet ; a fundamental 
principle of a science.] 

I. A component part of a complex whole, 

* of material things. 

1 . One of the simple substances of which all 
material bodies are compounded, 
t a. In ancient and mediaeval philosophy these 


were believed to be : Earth, water, air, and fire. 
See examples in 9. Obs. exc. Hist. 

fb. In pre - scientific chemistry the supposed 
‘elements’ were variously enumerated, the usual 
number being about five or six. (See quots.) 

*724 Watts Logic 1. ii. § 2 (18221 17 The chemist makes 
spirit, salt, sulphur, water, and earth, to be their five ele- 
ments. 1765 Did. Art 4- Sc. II. $.y. Element [enumerate 
Water, Air, Oil, Salt, Earth]. 

C. In modem chemistry applied to those sub- 
stances (ofwhich more than seventy are nowknown) 
which have hitherto resisted analysis, and which 
are provisionally supposed to be simple bodies. 

*813 Sir H. Davy Agric.Chem. i. (1814)^8 Bodies . . not 
capable of being decompounded are considered .. . as ele- 
ments. 1830 M. Donovan Dom. Ecan. I. in Sugar is com- 
posed of three elements, carbon, hydrogen, and oxygen. 
1841 Emerson Ess. Hist. Wks. (Bohn) I. 17 Fifty or sixty 
chemical elements. 1854 Bushnan in Circ. Sc. {c 1865) II. 
6/1 The proximate elements are formed by the union of 
several ultimate elements. 1881 Williamson in Nature 
No. 618. 414 The foundation of . . chemistry was laid by the 
discovery of chemical eiemepts. . . 

2 . In wider sense : One of the relatively simple 
substances of which a complex substance is com- 
posed ; in pi. the ‘ raw material * of which a thing 
is made. 

c 1386 Chaucer Freres T. 206 Make ye yow newe bodies 
alway Of elementz. 1593 Hooker Eccl. Pol. 1. iii, If those 
principall ■ & mother elements of the world, whereof all 
things in this lower world are made, should loose the qualities 
which now they haue. 1610 Shaks. Temp. 111. iii. 61 The 
Elements Of whom your swords are temper'd may as well 
Wound the loud windes, 1831 Carpenter Man Phys. 319 
1 ’he two elements [Fibrineand the Red Corpuscles] separat- 
ing from each other laterally. 

o. The bread and wine used in the Sacrament of 
the Eucharist. Chiefly pi. 

[The word elenienta is used in late L. in the sense of 
‘articles of food and drink, the solid and liquid portions of 
a meal ’ (see Du Cange* ; but in the ecclesiastical use there 
is probably a reference to the philosophical sense of mere 
‘matter’ as apart from ‘form’; the ‘form’, by virtue of 
which the * elements ’ became Christ’s body and blood, being 
believed to be imparted by the act of consecration.] 

1593 Hooker Eccl. Pol. iv. L ti6n) 128 Vnto the ele- 
ment let the word bee added, and they two make a Sacra- 
ment. a 1600 tr. Calvin's Comm. Prayer-bk. in Phenix 
(1708) II. 245 As if these Elements were turn’d and chang’d 
into the Substance of his Flesh and Blood. 1607 Hieron 
Wks. I.256 Such slender & vnlikely elemens of water, bread 
& wine. 1633 D. Rogers Sacraments 132 They. . bring an 
whole unbroken Element, made of a fine white delicate 
wafer. 1745 Wesley Arisw. Ch. 35 He deliver’d the Ele- 
ments with his own Hands. 1866 Direct. Angl. (ed. 3) 354 
Elements,, the materials used in the Sacraments. 

4 . a. Physiol. A definite small portion of an 
animal or vegetable structure. 

1841-71 T. R. Jones Anim. Kingd. 654 Two elements [of 
a vertebra] which embrace the spinal marrow. 1884 Bower 
& Scott De Bary's Phaner. Ferns 182 Small vascular 
bundles composed of narrow elements. Ibid. 459 On the 
side of the wood, new elements . . are constantly added. 

b. One of tbe essential parts of any scientific 
apparatus ; used esp. of simple instruments united 
to form a complex instrument of the same kind. 
Voltaic element, 1 usually » Cell 10, but some- 
times — electrode. 

1831 Brewster Nat. Magic vi. (1833) 148 We can even 
reproduce them . . with the simplest elements of our optical 
apparatus. 1871 tr. Schellen's Spectr. Anal. ix. 67 An 
electric battery of 50 Bunsen’s or Grove’s large elements. 
** of non-material things. 

5 . A constituent portion of an immaterial whole, 
as of a concept, character, state of things, com- 
munity, etc. 

1599 Shaks. Much Ado 11. i. 357 There’s little of the 
melancholy element in her, my lord. 1678 Cudworth 
Jntell. Syst. 7 These simple Elements of Magnitude, 
Figure, Site and Motion . . are all clearly intelligible as 
different Modes of extended Substance, 1833 Browning 
Pauline 21, I strip my mind bare— whose first elements I 
shall unveil. 1841 Emerson Eng. Traits , Char ad er Wks. 
(Bohn) 1 1 . 61 This [English] race has added new elements 
to humanity, and has a deeper root in the world. 1843 
Graves in Encycl. Metrop. 7831 Mixed with bigotry and 
superstition, it [the canon law] will be found to contain 
many pure elements. 1867 Freeman Norm. Cong. (1876) 
I. iii. 93 In our old constitution we find the elements of 
feudalism. 1870 E. Peacock Raif Skirl. III. 187 Size is 
certainly one main element of beauty. 1876 Green Short 
Hist, viL§ -5 11882) 386 The woollen manufacture had be- 
come an important element in the national wealth. Mod. 
The Celtic and Teutonic elements in the population, 
b. Often followed by of - ‘ consisting of’. 

1831 Helps Friends in C. I. xi These practices have 
elements of charity and prudence as well as fear and mean- 
ness in them. 1866 Kingsley Hereto, vii. 109 It had its 
usual element of cant. *875 Jowett , Plato (ed. 2) I. 241 
The greatest strength is observed to have an element of 
limitation. 1869 Freeman Norm. Cong. (1876). 1 1 1 . xiL 162 
Mingled with all this there is a certain element of grim 
merriment. 

# 6. One of tbe facts or conditions which * enter 
into’ or determine the result of a process, calcula- 
tion, deliberation, or inquiry. Also with of (cf. 5 b). 

*812 Woodhouse Astron. ix. 66 The length of a sidereal 
year (an element of little or no importance in Astronomy). 
1823 Chalmers Semn. I. 129 His will was reduced to an 
element of utter insignificancy. 1842 W. Grove Carr, Phys. 
Forces 32 If the element of quantity be included, this ob- 


jection will not apply. *866 Crump Banking iii. 72 The 
periodical publication of accounts by the joint-stock banks 
furnishes a very important element in coming to a decision. 
1876 Mozley Univ. Serm. br. 88 Everything depends upon 
one element in the case, which element they cannot get at. 

7 . spec, (pi.) a>- Astron , The data necessary to 
determine' the orbit of a heavenly body. b. Crys- 
tallography. Those needed to determine the form 
of a crystal. 

1788 9 Howard Encycl., Elements , in astronomy, are .. 
those fundamental numbers, which are employed in the 
construction of tables of the planetary motions. 1816 Play- 
fair Nat. Phil.ll. 197 The elements of their [comets’] orbits 
..agreed nearly with those of the Comet of 1682. 1834 
Mrs. Somerville Convex. Phys. Sc. ii. [1849) 12 This de- 
pends upon seven quantities called the elements of the 
orbit. 1878 Gurney Crysiallogr. 4.1 The three angles 
between the axes and two of the ratios between the para- 
meters, are called the elements of the crystal. 

8 . Math. An infinitesimal part of a magnitude 
of any kind ; a differential. 

*727-3* Chambers Cycl., Element of an area, called also 
its differential, is the rectangle , . of the semi-ordinate, .into 
the differential of the absciss, 1882 M inchin Unipl. Ni- 
ne mat. 1 12 P any point in the lamina at which the element 
of mass is dm. *883 Watson & Bijrbury Math. Th. Electr. 
# Magn. I. 250 The molecular distributions within the de- 
ment of volume dx dydz. 

II. The ‘ four elements 

9 . Used as a general name for earth, water, air, 
and fire ; originally in sense 1, to which many of 
the earlier instances have explicit reference j now 
merely as a matter of traditional custom. 

a 1300 Signs be/. Judgm. 177 in E. E. P. (1862) 12 pe .xii. 
dai pe fare elemens sul cri . . merci ihsu fiz mark c 1300 
Fragm.Pap. Sc. (Wright* 120 Bynethe the loweste hevene 
. . Beoth the four elementz, of wham we beoth i-wro^t. 
<21340 Hampoi.e Psalter ix. 34 }>e erth is be end of thynges 
& pe last element. 1393 Gower Con/. III. 97 It [air] is eke 
the thridde element. 1483 Caxton Cato 4 The foure ele- 
mentes menace alle men that thanke not god. 1335 
Coverdale Wisd. xix. i8 The element es turned in to them 
selues, like as whan one tune is chaunged vpon an instru- 
ment of musick. 1645 Digby Nat. Bodies iv. (1658)37 There 
are but four simple bodies: and these are rightly named 
Elements, 1656 H. More Antid.Ath. (1712) Gen. Pref. 15 
Regions of looser particles of the third Element. 17x1 Pope 
Temp. Fame 447 Thro’ undulating air the sounds are 
sent, ^And. spread o’er all the fluid element. 1723 Briton 
No. iii, Rich wines and high-season’d Ragouts supply the 
place of Vegetables and meer Element. 1787 G. White Sel- 
borae i. 3 Fine limpid water. . much commended by those who 
drink the pure element. 1816 Byron Ch. liar. m. lxxiv, 
When elements to elements conform, And dust is as it 
should be. x886 T. K. Oliphant New hng. II, 219 If the 
great authors named were set up as models . . we should 
never hear of fire as ‘ the devouring element 

1813 Wellington Lett, in Gurw. Disp. XI, 12 A British 
minister cannot have too often under his view the element 
by which he is surrounded. 1830 Kingsley Alt. Locke i. 
(1876] 2 Italy . . where natural beauty would have become 
the very element which I breathed. 

T 10 . The sky ; V also, the atmosphere. Obs. 

[This sense is app. due to med.L. * elementum ignis ' as a 
name of the starry sphere; but there may be a mixture 
of the sense ‘air’.] 

c 1485 Digby Myst. (1882) 11. 371 A meraelous ly3t fro thebe- 
ment dyd glyde. 1509 Hawes Past. Pleas. 15, I . . sawe a. 
craggy rocke. .neaie to the element. 1534 More Treat. 
Passion Wks. 1307/1 The moone & the sterres appere in 
the element. 1580 Sidney Arcadia v. (1590; 458 Morning 
had taken full possession of the element. 1634 Milton 
Comus 299, I took them for a faery vision Of some gay 
creatures of the element. 1676 Hobbes Iliad xix. 331 A 
thick Snow, Which Boreas bloweth through the Element. 
17x4 Gay Shepherd's Week vi, 3 note , Welkin, .is frequently 
taken for the Element or Sky. 

t b. ? One of the 4 heavens ’ or celestial spheres 
of ancient astronomy (see Sphere) ; also (rarely) 
one of the heavenly bodies themselves. Obs. 

[Cf. med.L. element a ‘ planets ’ and * signs of the zodiac ’ ; 
hut neither of these senses is clearly evidenced in our quots.} 

a 1300 Cursor M. 395 J>e sterres gret and smale pat we 
may se. .In he ouermast element of alle. 2:1384 Chaucer H. 
Fame 975 Wyth fetheris of Philosophy e To passen evei yche 
element. 1334 Ld. Berners Gold. Bk . M. A urel. (1546 T>b, 
These were the fyrste that wold serche the trouthe of the 
elementes of the heuen. *393 Hooker Eccl. Pol. 1. ix, The 
Sunne, the Moone, any one of the heauens or elements. 
1604 Shaks. Oth. iii. iii. 464 Witnesse you euer-bi: ruing 
Lights aboue, You Elements, that clip vs round about. 

11 . pi. Atmospheric agencies or powers. 

*553 Eden Decades IF. I ml. 1. iv. f Arb.) 81 Owre nation 
hadde trowbled the elementes. *603 Shaks. Lear mi. ii. 16, 
I taxe not you, you Elements with vnkindnesse. 18x3 
Bakewell Introd. Geol. (1815) 239 Diminution of rocks . . by 
the incessant operation of the elements. _ x8$S Prescott 
Philip I I,i iv. (1857 ) 61 Too gallant a cavalier to be daunted 
by the elements. *866 Neale Sequences # H. 102 The war 
of elements above. 

12 . That one of the ‘four elements’ which is 
the natural abode of any particular class of living 
beings; said chiefly of air and water. Hence 
transf and fig. (a person’s) ordinary range of 
activity, the surroundings in which one feels at 
home ; the appropriate sphere of operation of any 
agency. Phrases, in, out of tone’s) element. 

*598 Shaks. Merry' W. iv. it. *86 She workes by Charmes. . 
beyond our element. *399 Broughton's Lett. viiL 26 You are 
in for all day . . it is your element. 1667 Milton P.L. ii. 
275 Our torments also may in length ot time Become our 
Elements. *673 Temple Observ. United Prov. Wks. 1731 
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|. 69 It seems to be with Trade, as with the Sea (its Ele- 
ment). 1719 De Foe Crusoe (1840) II. iv. 73 When they 
came to make boards . . they were quite out of their ele- 
ment. 1784 Johnson in Boswell III. 629 The town is my 
element ; there are ray friends, there are my books. 1823 
Lamb Elia Ser. 1. xii. (2865) 104 My proper element of 
prose. 1848 Macaulay Hist. Eng. I. 534 Ferguson was 
fn his element. 1874 Maurice Friendship Bks. iii. 69 
Englishmen were to be taught that . . the sea was to be 
their element. Mod. Some fishes can live a long time after 
removal from their element, 

III. 13. Primordial principle, source of origin. 
ra>e. 

1655-60 Stanley Hist Philos. (1701) 61/1 Infinity is . . the 
principle and Element of things. _ 1850 Tennyson In Mem. 
Conch, That God, which ever lives and loves, One God, 
One law, one element. 

IV. 14. pi. + The letters of the alphabet 
(ads.). Hence, the rudiments of learning, the ‘A, 
B, C ’ ; also, the first principles of an art or science. 

1382 Wyclif Gal. iv. 9 Hou benye turned, .tosyke, orfreel, 
and nedy elementis. 1552 Huloet Elementes or principles 
of grammer — E lenient es letters wherof be made sillables. 
1612 Brinsley End. L it i i 1627) 7 Beginning at the very 
first Elements, even at the A, B, C. 1644 Milton Educ. 
(1738) 137 At the same time . . might be taught .. the Ele- 
ments of Geometry. 1649 Jer. Taylor Gt. Exemp. n. viiL 
60 Man knows first by elements & after long study learns a 
syllable, & in good time gets a word. 1799 Mackintosh 
Stud. Law Nat^ $c, Wks. 1846 I. 342 Public lectures .. 
have been used . . to teach the elements of almost every 
part of learning. 1833 Cruse Eusebius iv. xxiv. 16 1 Books 
containing elements of the faith. 1875 Jowett Plato led. 2) 
III. 425 Calculation and geometry and all the other elements 
of instruction. 

b. Euclid'' s Elements : the title of a treatise on 
the rudiments of Geometry. 

1655-60 Stanley Hist. Philos. (1701) 8/2 Those [propo- 
sitions] which Euclid hath reduced into his Elements. 1793 
T, Beddoes Math. Evid. 47 As if the elements of Euclid 
were not already tedious enough. 1828 Lardner Euclid 
Pref., Euclid’s Elements were first used in the school of 
Alexandria. 

t Element, v. 05s. Also 6 ellement. [f. 
prec. sb.] 

1. trans. To compound of elements. 

. 1400 [see Elemented ppl. a. ]. 1477 N orton Ord. A Ich. v. 
in Ashrn. 86 The third thinge elemented of them all. c 1535 
[see Elemented ppl. a.]. 1582 Batman OnBarthol. xi. xvi. 
165 Foure elements, .of the which all things ellemented. .are 
made, a 1631 Donne Poems (1650) 194 As of this all, though 
many parts decay, The pure which elemented them shall 
stay. 1647 Faringdon Serm. < 1672) 1 . 135 Man thus created, 
thus elemented and composed. 

2 . fig- 

1628 Donne Serm. xlviii. 487 Elemented and composed of 
Heresies. 1640 Walton Donne pi His very soul was elemented 
of nothing, but sadness. 1670 — Lives 1. 33 Absence . . doth 
remove Those things that Elemented it [sublunary love]. 
1654 Whitlock Zootomia 32 A world elemented with Sinne 
and Misery. 

,3, To instruct in the rudiments of learning; cf. 
Element sb. 14. 

2652 Reliq. Wotton. 489, I thought he had been better 
elemented at Eton. 2662 [see Elemented ppl. a. 2]. 
Elemental (elime*ntal), a. [f. prec. + -al.] 

1. Of or pertaining to the ‘ four elements earth, 
air, fire, and water, or to any one of them. 

1519 Inter l. Four Elements in Hazl. Dodsley I. 11 The 
lower region, called the elemental. 1561 Eden Art Nauig. 
1. iv, The worlde is deuided into two regions : Celestiall, and 
Elementall. 1635 Swan Spec. M. (16701 465 The. .purifying 
both of the Elements and Heavens in their Elemental 
qualities. 1732 Pope Ess. Man 1. 169 All subsists by ele- 
mental strife. 1824 Miss Mitford Village Ser. L (1863) 73 
Mixing the deep note of love with the elemental music. 
1831 Carlyle Sartor Fes. 11. vi. 98 With no prospect of 
breakfast beyond elemental liquor. 1851 — Sterling in. 
ii. (1872) 174 Elemental tumults, and blustering wars of 
sea and sky. 

+ 2. Composed of, or produced by, the elements ; 
material as opposed to spiritual ; inorganic as 
opposed to vital ; ‘ material ’ as opposed to ‘for- 
mal’ ; also, in the condition of raw material. Ohs. 

1574 Whitgift Def Aunsw. 11. Wks. 1851 I. 255 An ex- 
ternal thing and elemental, but not indifferent. 1577 LeE 
Relat. Spir. 1. (1659) 391 All Elemental Creatures. 1602 
Fulbecke 1st Pt. P avail. 80 The Law considereth not bare 
and elementall bodies, but bodies apparelled. 1605 Timme 
Quersit. Ded. 2 Without the which [the spirit] the elemental 
and material character . . profiteth not. 16x0 Histrio-m. vi. 
131 This elementall bodie (thus compact) Is but a scattred 
Chaos of revenge. 1644 Milton A reop, (Arb.l 35 A kind of 
massacre whereof the execution ends not in the slaying of 
an elementall life. 1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. 121 Nor 
is onely an animal! heate required hereto [for hatching eggs], 
but an elementall and artificial! warmth will suffice. 

+b. absol. iquasi-^A in pi.) The bread and wine of 
the Eucharist considered apart from their con- 
secration. Obs. 

a 2655 Vines Lords Supp. (1677) 298 The elemental of 
bread and wine. 

1 3. Applied to fire, in two different senses (cf. 
Elementary 3). a. Material, physical, literal, as 
opposed to ‘spiritual’ or figurative ; also, such as 
exists in this lower world, b. In its (hypothetical) 
pure condition, as opposed to the impure form in 
which it is actually known. Obs. 

1533 HyltotC s Scala Per/., God is not fyre elemental} [1494 
elementare]. 2627 F. E. Hist. Edw. II, (1680) 6 Majestick 
thoughts, like Elemental fire, should tend still upwards. 


2751 Johnson Rambl. No. 99 T 4 Vanish like elemental fire. 
2755 Young Centaur i. Wks. 1757 IV. 129 A fire elemental 
is diffused through all nature. 

4. Pertaining to the powers or agencies of phy- 
sical nature. Elemental spirits, gods , etc. : those 
which are personifications of natural phenomena, 
or are associated with particular departments of 
nature. So elemental worship , religion. 

1821 Shelley Prometh. Unb. iv. i, Elemental Genii . . 
From Heaven's star-fretted domes. 2850 Merivale Rom. 
Emp. (1865} I. v. 231 Elemental worship of the grossest kind. 
1865 Lecky Ration. { 1878} 1. 42 To rise to intercourse with 
these elemental spirits of nature was the highest aim of the 
philosopher. 1875 Merivale Gen. Hist. Rome Ixviii. 1 11877) 
554 He continued to serve his elemental fetiche, and intro- 
duced the rude black stone which represented the Sun. 2876 
Gladstone Homeric Synchr . 109 Amphitrite appears in the 
Odyssey only as an elemental power. 

b. jig. Comparable to the great forces of nature. 

1820 L. Hunt Indicator No. 42 (2822) 1 . 336 A hold ele- 
mental imagination. 2860 Emerson Cond. Life i. 22 Ail 
gTeat force is real and elemental. There is no manufacturing 
a strong will. 1873 Lowell Among my Bks. Ser. n. 287 
With an elemental movement like the shifting of mighty 
winds. 2878 M or ley Carlyle 275 The freedom and elemental 
grandeur of Byron. 

f 5. Pertaining to the sky; also, governed by 
celestial influences. (Cf. Element sb. 10.) Obs. 

2527 Andrew Bruusvyke's Distyl. Waters A j, Dystyl- 
lacyon is an elementall thyng. 1583 Stubbes Anat Abus. 
ii. 57 They observed . . the elemental signes and_ tokens in 
the firmament. 1627 Feltham Resolves 1. xlvii, An ele- 
mental and ascentive soul. 

0. Of the nature of an ultimate constituent, 
whether of material or non-material things ; esp. 
of physical substances, simple, uncompounded. 

2555 Eden Decades W. Ind. (Arb.) 362 Elementall sub- 
stances. 2652 Biggs New Disp. 113 Without the elementall, 
true ... entity. 1773 Monboddo Language 1774il.n1. v. 482 
The division ofelemental sounds into Vowels and Consonants. 
1821 Shelley Epipsych. 437 As clear as elemental diamond. 
2851 Brimley Ess. 215 Elemental passions and affections. 
1859 Darwin Orig. Spec. xiv. (1878) 364 Minerals and the 
elemental substances. 1862 E. Neale Anal. Th. <f>* Nat. 
207 The primitive elemental operations of thought. 

7. That is an essential or integrant part of any 
unity ; constituent. 

1639 Fuller Holy Wari.xlii. (1840) 21 The four elemental 
nations whereof this army was compounded. 1805 Ann. 
Rev. III. 254 Mere seasonings in the cauldron of public 
opinion, not its elemental ingredients. 2874 Motley Bar - 
nemld L viL 311 The few simple but elemental fibers which 
make up the tissue of most human destinies. 

8. Relating to the beginnings or first principles 
of learning; rudimentary; = Elementary 6. rare 
in mod. use. 

1577 Hanmer Anc. Eccl '. Hist 30 Them [Epistles] that 
haue need of an elemental introduction. 1589 Greene 
Menaph. (Arb.V68 Everie elementall worde of arte. 2624 
Wotton Archit. in Reliq. (1672) 5 Some. . Method . .shortest 
and most Elemental. 1790 Burke Fr. Rev. Wks. V. 353 
Elemental training to those higher and more large regards. 
1841 Hor. Smith Moneyed Man II. x. 328 An elemental 
work upon astronomy. 1855 H. Reed Lect. Eng. Lit. x. 
(1878) 334 Elemental truths, which have been assailed by 
some of the heresies of the day. 

Hence + Eleme'utalisb. a. (Alchemy.) Pure, un- 
compounded, lying at the base of other substances. 
Obs. rare— 1 . EHememtaXism, nonce-zvd., worship 
of the elementary powers of nature. ■ ; 

1671 J. Webster Metallogr ; viiL 120 The Elementalish 
Gold, .lies hid in many Earths. 2863 Duff in Chr. Work 
July 273 Elementalism, if I may coin a word, the worship 
chiefly of the Fire, the Air, the Water and the Sun. 

i ElemeniaTity. Obs. [f. prec. + -ity.] The 
fact of being an element. 

2654 Whitlock Mann. Eng. 456 [Essay, ‘The Fifth Element, 
or, Of Detraction.] By this I hope the Elementality (that 
is the universality) of Detraction, . is out of Dispute, 

t Bleme 'lit ally, adv. Obs. [f. as prec. + 
-LY-.] In an elemental manner or sense. 

1643 Milton Divorce n. xv. (2851) 201 Those words., 
elementally understood, are against nature. 

Elementaloid (elimeutaloid), a. [f. Ele- 
mental + -03D.J Che?7i. Like an element ; having 
the appearance of, or behaving like, an element. 

1885 in Ogilvie Sapp. 

Elementarian (edimentee-rian). rare—', [f. 
Elementary + -ian.] One who has not advanced 
beyond the rudiments of his studies. 

1876 Grant Burgh Sch. Scott 11. xiii. 355 Elementarians 
who are not sufficiently qualified to be advanced. 

Elementarily lelfrne-ntarili), adv. [f. Ele- 
mentary -f-LY 2 .] In a simple or rudimentary 
manner ; also, f by purely physical . causes (obsl). 

1643 R. O. Man's Mort. v. 21 The Rationall Facultie in 
Man . ..may a? well be producted elementarily by Man. 1849 
Ruskin Sev. Lamps i|. (1855) 52 Explaining elementarily. 

Elementariness (elzme-ntarines). [f. as 
prec. + -ness.] The quality of being elementary. 

1669 W. Simpson Hydrol. Ckym. 250 The material elemen- 
taryness of concrets. 286a C. J. Vaughan Bk. fy Life 6 4 
Things almost puerile in their elementariness. 1881 N. Y. 
Nation 386 The elementariness of ‘ the things of the mind V 

t Eleme*ntarist, Obs. rare-*, [f. Elemen- 
tary >+• - 1ST.] One who treats of the ‘ four 
elements’. : . . ■ 

2651 Biggs New Disp. 150 Putrefaction, according to that 
great Elementarist, Aristotle, is, etc. 


t E lementa-rity. Obs. rare- 1 , [f. Elemen- 
tary + -ty.J « Elementariness. 

2650 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. (ed. 2) 42 Creatures., 
farre above the condition of elementarily. 

Elementary (elimemtari). Forms : 5-6 ele- 
mentary, -air, -arie (7-8 elimentarie, -y). [ad. 
L. element dr ins, £ element urn : see Element and 
-Ait, -ary. Cf. F. Uementairel\ 

1. Of or pertaining to the four elements or any 
one of them ; = Elemental i. rare in mod. use. 

2549 Comph Scot vi. (2872! 47 The fyrst part [of the varldj 
is the regione elementair. 2605 Timme Quersit 1. v. 21 
The elementary qualities passiue. C2645 Howell Lett. 
(2650) III. 19 A species of living Creatures in the Orb 
of the Moon, which may bear som analogic with those of 
this Elementary world. 2669 Gale Crt Gentiles 1. iii. iii. 
46 If our Light be a Substance, its either Heavenly, or 
Elementarie. a 1761 Law Com/. Weary Pilgr. (1809) 
90 This elementary world. 2856 Tail's Mag. XXIII. 763 
This year of peace has been distinguished by ‘ elementary * 
war — by deluges and earthquakes. 

f 2. Composed of, or produced by, the (four’) ele- 
ments ; material, physical ; opposed to spiritual, 
celestial , etc. ; = Elemental 2. Obs. 

c 2440 [see 3]. 1612 Woodall Surg. Mate Wks. (1653) 239 
A Mineral is an elementarie body that is of it self firm and 
fixed. 1635 Swan Spec. M. iii. § 2 1 1643) 48 The uncreated 
Light (viz, God) commanded this elementarie light to be. 
a 2656 Bp. Hall Occas. Med.\ 1851) 9 A false and elementary 
apparition. 2727 De Foe Syst Magic 1. iii. (2840) 88 The 
Devil, .set his human and elementary instruments at work. 
1750 tr. Leonardus ’ Mirr. Stones 48 Others .. say, there is 
only an elementary virtue in stones. 

fb. That is in the condition of raw material. 
1799 tr. Meister's Lett on Eng. 145 There is more gross 
and elementary matter in the English diet. 

1 3. Applied to air, fire, water, earth (cf. Ele- 
mental 3) : a. Physical, material, literal, as 
opposed to figurative or * spiritual also, such as 
they exist in this lower world, b. In their state 
of pure elements, as opposed to the impure state in 
which they are cognizable by the senses. 

c 1440 Hylton Scala Per/. (W. de W. 2494 m. xxxiii, God 
is not fyre elementare. 2620 Healey St.- Aug. City cf God 
438 Some . . held the Christallme heavens composed of 
waters, .of a farre other nature then the Elementary. 265a: 
French Yorksh. Spa ii. 7 The whole Elementary air being' 
of its owne nature most subtile. 1658 Torments 0/ Hell in 
Phenix 12708) II. 438 Corporal elementary Fire is light., 
the Fire of Hell is not corporal Fire. 2782 Kirwan in 
Phil. Trans. LXXII. 230 Fixed air . . when stripped of 
phlogiston, and impregnated with . ^elementary fire, becomes 
again dephlogistieated air. 2794 Sullivan View Nat. I. 56 
Glass appears to be the true elementary earth, and all mixed 
bodies are only glass in disguise. 

4. Pertaining to the great forces of nature- Ele- 
mentary gods : the gods of the elements. Cf. 
Elemental 4, which is now in more frequent use, 
2739 H. Walpole Corr. (1820) I. 23 The elementary god of 
fire. 2841 Elphinstone Hist. India I. 17% The worship 
of the old elementary gods, 

b. fig. Com parable to the great forces of nature. 
1865 M. Arnold Ess. Crit. v. 285 Byron., the greatest 
elementary power . . in our literature since Shakespeare. 

f 5. Like one’s ‘native element’; congenial. Obs. 

2760 H. Brooke Fool o/Quality {1792) v. 5 He found their 
manners congenial and elementary to his own natural turn 
and disposition. 

6. Of the nature of an (absolutely or relatively) 
ultimate constituent. Of chemical substances : 
Simple, not decomposable. 

1622 Peach am Compl. Gent. xv. 261 As if light were a 
quality resulting of an elementary composition, it being 
created before all mixed bodies. 2736 Butler A naL 1. 2. 28 
The solid elimentary Particles of Matter. 2752 Harris Her* 
mes (1841) 210 To about twenty plain elementary sounds . . 
we owe that variety of articulate voices. 2823 Bakewell 
Introd. Geol. (18251 33 The elementary substances of which 
[rocks] are composed are very few; *876 Geo. Eliot Dan. 
Der. II. xxxiii, 339 W hat one may call the elementary ex- 
pressions of the face. 

b. Math. Of the nature of an element or infini- 
tesimal part (see Element 8). 

2882 M inchin Unipl. Kinemat. 83 Elementary polar area 
of the curve C. 2885 Watson & Burbury Math. Th. 
Electr. $ Magn. I. 98 An elementary area of that surface. 

7. Of the nature of elements or rudiments ; ru- 
dimentary, introductory. Elementary book, writer, 
one that deals with first principles. Elementary 
school, one in which primary instruction is given. 

1542 Records Gr. A rtes (2575* 429 , 1 would not wi she you 
to cleaue still to these elementarie aydes. 2597 Morley 
Introd. Mus. Annot., Musicke is diuided into two parts, 
the first may be called Elementarie or rudimental. 2793 
T. Beddoes Math. Evid. 17 The same thing must . . be .. 
true of every other elementary author. 2822 Sir. H. Davy 
Chem. Philos. 24 Elementary books on the science. 2842 
Spalding Italy J- It 1 st III. 342 In 2835, the elementary 
schools were 4422. i860 Mill Repr. Govt. 12865 V 22/2 Ele- 
mentaiy maxims of prudence. 2863 Lyell Antiq. Man 5 
These innovations have been treated of in my. . Manual of 
Elementary Geology. 1 

fb. That h.as not advanced beyond the rudi- 
ments. Obs . ; 

2599 Jonson Cynthia's Rev. (TA Your courtier elemen- 
tary is one but newly entered, or as it were in the alphabet. 

i* Eleme’ntate, ppl. a. Obs. rare. [ad. mod. 
L. elementat-us, pass. pple. of element-are*, see 
next,] — Elementated. 


ELEMEISTTATE. 
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1471 'Ripley Comp. A Ich . ix. in Ashm. 177 Erth ys Gold, 
so ys the Sowle also, Not Corayn but Owers thus Elemen- 
tate. 1561 Eden Art Navig. 1. iv, Elementate, is euerie 
body compounded of the foure elementes. 

T Elementate, v. Oh. rare. [f. mod.L. 
elemental- ppl. stem, of element are, f. elementum 
Element. . , 

The vb elementare occurs In the Latin versions of Para- 
celsus; the original German has elementieren.] 

trans. a. To impregnate with an element; to 
compound out of elements, b. To be (one or 
more of) the elements of (a substance). 

1650 Ashmolr Chym. Coll . 113 Fermented Ferment, equally 
elementated with every Element, .is Gold, 1660 tr. Para - 
ce tens' Archid. 1. 11. 15 The substance .. is not from that 
element which, .elementateth the substance. 

t Elementa ted, ppl a. Oh. [f. prec. + -ed.] 
Compounded of the lour elements ; — Elemented ; 
hence, material, physical ; impregnated with an 
element. Elementated degrees : the ‘degrees’ (of 
‘hot 5 or ‘cold’ quality) in medicinal substances, 
resulting from the proportions of their 4 elements \ 
Hence ETementaTecLness. 

1605 Timme Quersit. 1, xiii. 67 Bodyes elementated, as wel 
of minerals as of vegetables, c 1650 Wharton Soul of 
World Wks. (1683) 657 Physicians should .. segregate the 
Medicinal vertues^ of things from the Body, and the Ele- 
mentated Impurities thereof. 1660 tr. Paracelsus' A rchid. 
n. 101 The Sum or Number which respects the Elementated 
Degrees is . .to be noted. 1662 J. Chandler Van Helmont’s 
Oriat. 43 A Body above an Elementated one, and heavenly. 
1675 Evelyn Terra (1729) 26 Salt, .the first and last of Ele- 
mentated Bodies. 1660 tr. Paracelsus' Archid u. 109 
The External Elementatedness . . corrupts and breaks the 
former Nature. 

t Eleme*aatative, a. Oh. rare— 1 , [f. Ele- 
mentate ppl. a. + -1VE.] Of the nature of mere 
passive matter, inorganic. 

2477 Norton Ordin , A Ich. i. in Ashm. 20 Met tails be only 
Elementative, Having noe seede, nether feeling of life. 

T Elemented, ppl a. [f. Element v. + -ed.] 

1 . Composed of or produced by (any or all of ) 
the four elements. 

c 1400 Test. Love 11. (1560) 288 b/2 Of hem all governments 
in this elemented world proceden. c 1535 Dkwes Introd. 
In Palsgr. (1852) 1053 All thynges ben elemented (Fr. elle- 
mentdes] onely, as.. metals or be elemented and vegetables, 
as herbes. 1605 Timme Quersit. xir. 142 Three distinct 
substances in euery natural elemented body. 1650 Ash- 
mole Chym. Coll., Mercury in all Elemented substances 
is one and the same. x68o Boyle See fit. Ckein. v. 350 That 
all Elemented bodies be compounded of the same number 
of Elements. 1771 Muse in Min . 77 Now rushing cataracts 
descend To calm the elemented fray. 

b. Impregnated with various elements ; fig. 

1630 Ashmole Chym. Coll. 24 Collecting into Books this 
Elemented Water falling from Heaven, 

2 . Instructed, well-grounded in one’s art. 

1662 Fuller Worthies 1. 23 The Fishery did breed the 
natural and best elemented seamen. 

t Elementing, vbl. sb. Oh. rare— 1 , [f. as 
prec. + -ing t.] Calling into existence, origination. 

1638 Baker tr. Balzac's Lett . (1654TI. 20 The first ele- 
menting and foundation of love, 
t Eleme ntish, a. Oh. [f. Element + -ish.] 
Of the nature of (any of) the four elements ; 
material, physical. 

1580 Sidney Arcadia in. Wks. 264 Elementish and ethe- 
real parts. 1585-7 Rogers 39 Art. (1607) 177 Scornfully 
terming the . . water at baptism, elementish water. 1646 
F[isher] Mod. Divinity 222 God at first gave man an ele- 
mentish body. 

d Elemently, a. Obs. rare— 1 , [f. Element sb. 
+ -ly 1 ] Pertaining to the four elemen ts. 

1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. x. ii. (1495) 372 Elemently 
and heuenly fourme. 

Elemi (edilni). Forms; 6 (gumme) elimi, 
(gummi) elennij, 8 (gum) ©limy, (elemni), 
7- elemi. [In Fr. ilemi, It., Sp. elemi , Vg.gumi- 
leme ; of unknown (perhaps oriental) etymology ; 
the Arab, name l ami, cited by some writers, 

appears, according to Devic, to be known only as 
a very modern word. The name {gumi elimi ) 
occurs in Vigo’s Latin Pratica (Rome 1517).] 

A stimulant resin obtained from various trees, 
as Canarium commune (Manilla), Icica Icicariba 
(Brazil), Elaphrium elemiferum (Mexico), used in 
plaisters, ointments, and the manufacture of var- 
nish. More fully Gum elemi. Also attrib. in 
elemi oil ( = Elemin), elemi resin , elemi tree. 

" 1543 Traheron Vigo's Chirurg. hi. xiv. 104 b/i Of mas- 
tike .5. vi. of gumme elimi, armoniake dissolued w l wyne 
g.i. & .3. 1699 Descr. Isthmus ofDarian 4 The Tree like- 
wise that affords Gummi Elemi grows here in great A- 
boundance. 1703 Lond. Gaz. No. 3898/3 The Cargo of the 
Galeon . . consisting of . . Jollop, Gum Elemni, . .etc. 1714 
Fr. Bk. Rates 93 Gum Elimy per 100 weight 05 li. 00 'so. 
1751 Chambers CycL, Elemi is usually called gum elemi, 
though very improperly, inasmuch as it takes fire readily 
enough. 1831 T. P. Jones Convers. Chem. xxviii. 287 The 
principal resins are common rosin, copal, lac . . and elemi. 
1851-9 Hooker in Adm. Man. Set. Enq. 427 Elemi is also 
produced in Mexico, where it is known as Copal. 1876 Har- 
ley Mat. Med. 664 Elemi tree is imported from Manilla. 

Elemin (edzmin). Chem. [f. prec. + -in.] 

1868 Royle & Head Mat. Med . (ed, 5) 391 The Elemi 
analysed . . yielded . . a peculiar crystalline body, Elemine. 


1882 Watts Diet . Chem. s. v., Oil of Elemi. — Elemin. 
Elemi resin distilled with water yields a transparent colour- 
less oil, having the composition of a camphene. 

t Elench. (He’qk). obs. Also 6 elenke, 
-eke, 6-7 elenche. [ad. (either directly or 
through OF. elenche) L. elench-us , a. Gr. %\eyxos 
Elenchus.] 

1, Logic. A syllogism in refutation of a propo- 
sition that has been syllogistically defended (see 
quot. i860 in Elenchus ij; hence, in wider sense, 
a logical refutation. Ignorance of the' elenche'.** 
Ignoratio elenchi ( rare >. 

*21529 Skelton Col. Clonic 820 Nor knoweth his elenlces 
Nor his predicamens. 1597 Bacon Coalers Good < 5 - Evill 
139 Their seuerall fallaxes and the elenches of them. 16x0 
J. Dove A dm. Seminaries 47 A fallacy called the ignorance 
of the Elenche. 1614 Jackson Creed in. Pref., The second 
. .contains, .an elench of those vulgar fallacies. 1631 Mas- 
singer Evtp. of East n. i, She will have ner elenchs To cut 
off any fallacy I can hope To put upon her. 

b. Aristotle's Elenchs'. his treatise irepl <ro<f>t - 
< xtikSjv €Xeyx a>v 4 concerning sophistical elenchs ’ 
or sophisms. (The title does not mean, as is 
implied in quot. 1837, ‘concerning the refutation 
of sophisms \) Hence elench was often used for : 
A sophistical argument, a fallacy. 

1565 Jewel Refit. Harding (16x1) 5 Your Elenchs, your 
Fallacies, your sillie Syllpgismes. 1571 Ascham Siholem. 
(Arb.) 132 Aristotle, .in his .. Elenches, should be. .fruitfull. 
1588 Fraunce Lawiers Log. 1. vi. 36 A double Elenchjurk- 
eth in this place, one of composition, an other of division. 
1605 Bacon A dv. Learn, n. 54 This part concerning Elenches 
is excellently handled by Aristotle. 1667 Decay Chr . Piety 
ix. § 20. 308 Our common adversary, that old sophister .. 
puts the most abusive elenchs on us. 1689 Selden Table T. 
59 All your Elenchs in Logick come within the compass of 
Juggling. [1837 Hallam Hist. Lit. in. iii. § 55 A similar 
doubt might be suggested with respect to the elenchs, or 
refutations, of rhetorical sophisms.] 

2 . An index, analytical table of contents. [So 
Gr. ehtyxos ; cf. It., Sp. elenco in same sense.] 

1563-87 Foxe A. pt M. >1596^ 195/1 Certeine notes or 
elenchs upon this epistle. 171$ in Kersey. 1721-xSoa in 
Bailey. 1775 in Ash. 

ElencMc t/ie'qkilc), a. [f. L. elench-us (see 
prec.) -t* -ic.J = Elenctic. 

1850 Grote Greece 11. Ixviii. VIII. 634 History presents to 
us only one man who ever devoted his life to prosecute this 
duty of an elenchic or cross-examining missionary. 

Hlencliical (i'le*rjkikal), tjt. rare. [f. prec. + 
-al.] ~ prec. 

1641 J. Jackson True Evang. T. 1. 53 Elenchicall, or 
Confutative against Error. 1721-1800 in Bailey. 1832 in 
Webster. 1847 in Craig ; and in mod. Diets,. 

Ele nchically, culv. rare. [f. prec. a-ly 2 .] 
la an elenchical manner, by means of an elenchus. 

1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. Pref., Any Penne, that 
shall Elenchically refute us. 

t Elemchize, v. Obs. rare— 1 , [f. Elench + 
-IZE.] intr. To make use of the elenchus ; to argue. 

1631 B. Jonson New Inn m vi, Hear him problematize. . 
Or syllogize, elencliize. 

j| Elenclms (zle*qkz>s). pi elenchi. [L. 
elench-us , a. Gr. lAeyx 05 cross-examination. (Sense 
3 appears to be only Lat. ; peril, another word ] 

1 . Logic. = Ei ench i. b. Socratic elenchus : 
the method pursued by Socrates of eliciting truth 
by means of short question and answer. 

1663 Butler Hud. r, 111. 1258 , 1 shall bring you, with your 
pack Of fallacies, t’ Elenchi back. 1721-1800 in Bailey. 
1850 Maurice Mar. <$■ Met .Philos, (ed. 2) r 16 My [Socrates’] 
elenchus is nothing better in itself than the logic . . of any other 
professor. x86o Abp. Thomson Laws Tlu § 127. 271 Admit- 
ting the apparent correctness of the opposing argument, we 
may prove the contradictory of its conclusion by an unas- 
sailable argument of our own, which is then called an Elen- 
chus {«Ae7 *<)$>. 1874 Mahaffy Soc. Life Greece xi. 340 
Such people .. cared little about even the Socratic elenchus. 
1878 Geo. Eliot Coil. Breakf. P, 713 No dull elenchus 
makes a yoke for her. 

2 . = Elench 2. Oh. 

1721-1800 in Bailey. 

f 3 . Antiq. (See quot.) 

1727-51 Chambers CycL, Elenchus in antiquity, a kind 
of ear-ring set with pearls. In mod. Diets. 

Elenctic (i'ie-gktik), a. Also (incorrectly) 
elenchtic. [ad. Gr. ktey/cntc-os, f. khlyx-eiv to re- 
fute ; cf. prec.] Of or pertaining to refutation ; 
concerned with refutation ; that occupies himself 
with cross-examination. 

1833 Blackw. Mag. XXXIII. 627 His duty is elenchtic. 
1850 Grote Greece 11. Ixviii. VIII. 566 An elenchtic or cross- 
examining god. 1866 Mill in Edin. Rev. CXXIII. 335 
The dogmatic Plato seems a different person from the 
elenctic Plato. 

t Ele'nctical, a. Oh. Also 7 (incorrectly) 
elenchtical. [f. prec. + -al.] Pertaining to elen- 
chus, concerned with logical refutation. 

1615 Curry-C. for Coxe-C. i. 70 His next Chapter is 
wholy Elnnchticall. 1646 Wilkins Ecclesiastes § 2 <T.) 
Elenchtical . . which is usually called an use of confutation. 
2699 Burnet 39 Art. vi. (170^) 87 In these Writings some 
parts are . . Elenchtical or Argumentative. 2721-2800 in 
Bailey. 1847 iu Craig ; and in mod. Diets. 

t E’lende. Obs. rare- 1 , [a. Ger. elend , Du. 
eland : cf. Eland.] An elk. 

2697 Phil. Trans. XIX. 502 That sort of Animal call’d 
the Alche, Elche, or Elende. 


E’lenge, a. Obs. exc. dial Forms: 1-3 
&lenge, 3 elinge, (4 ©ling, elyng^e, helynge, 
eleynge, 7-8, 9 dial ellinge\ 2-6, 9 dial 
elenge. Also A lange, q. v. [OE. selyige, {. Jg 
pref. + *l%nge OTeut. *langfo- f. *lango- Long a. 
The two etymological senses of * very long, tedious* 
and ‘ remote, lonely’, seem to blend in the later 
uses. Ghaucer abnormally accents ele'nge (riming 
with ckale'nge.’] 

1 1 . Very long, tedious. Obs. 

£897 jElfred Gregory’s Past. v. 40 pset hie biocS on mien- 
gum oingum. .^eSyldi^e. c 1430 ABC Aristotle in Babees 
Bk. (1868) 11 E to elenge, ne to excellent, ne to eernesful. 

2 . Remote, lonely ; dreary, miserable. Obs. exc. 
dial 

c 1205 Lay. 15190 pe stude wes /Elenge [1275 Elinge] : nu 
hatte hit Stanhenge [1275 Stonhenge]. <2x300 Cursor M. 
3075 An elenge lij f pare |>ai ledd. c 1300 St. Brandan 637 
Eling ich 3eocle her alone. 2377 Langl. P. PI. B. x. 94 
Elyng is pe halle. .per pe lorde ne pe lady liketh nou3te to 
sytte. c 1386 Chaucer Wyf Bathes T. 343 Povert is this, 
although it seme elenge [v.r. alange, alenge, alinge]. 
1387 Trevisa Higden (Rolls) VII, 341 Lanfrank leet neuere 
a man goo from hym helynge and sory. c 1400 Beryn 967 
Why do yee thus? this is an elyng fare. *21420 Occleve 
De Reg. Pritic. 1008 His labour to hym is the elengere. 
2481 ^*^*1^(18441 65 We goo not into another foreste, 
where wesholde be strange, and elenge. 1674 Ray S. # E. 
Country Wds. 65 Ellinge. 1858 Murray s Hand-bk. Kent 
Introd. 32 The fairies, .may still be. .heard of in the more 
* elenge ’ (lonely) places of the Downs. 1875 Parish Sussex 
Gloss . s.v.Ellynge,Tis a terrible ellynge, lonesomeold house. 
If 3 . Explained in Diets, as ‘ strange, foreign \ 
1678-96 in Phillips. 1721 in Bailey ; and in mod. Diets, 
t Elengely, a. and adv. Obs. In 4 elenge-, 
©ling-, elyngelich(e, 8 elengelick. [f. Elenge 
+ -ly! and 2 .] 

A. adj. Solitary, cheerless, miserable. B. adv. 
Drearily, miserably. 

c 1305 Land Cokayne 15 Elinglich. .may hi go, Whar per 
woni}> men no mo. 1377 Langl. P. PI. B. xn.45 Alisaundre, 
that al wan Elengeliche ended. 2393 Ibid. C. xxm. 38 
Filosofres. . wonede wel elyngeliche and wolden nat be riche. 
2721-61 Bailey, Elengelick , strangely or miserably. Old. 

t E lengenesse. Obs. Also 4 elangenes, 6 
ellingness. [f. Elenge + -ness.] Loneliness, 
dreariness, misery. 

c 1320 Seuyn Sag. (W.) 1735 His seriaunts . . of alangenes 
him undernome. 2398 Treviso. Barth. De P. R. xvi. liv. 
(Toilem. MS.) Jacinctus hap virtu of comforte, and dop 
awey elengenesse.^ C1400 Rom. Rose 7408 She had a., 
scrippe of faint distresse, That full was of elengenesse. 
a 1536 Hen. VIII Let. in Select.fr. Harl. Misc. (1793' 147 
The great ellingness that I find here since your departing. 

Eleolite, -lith, var. forms of Eljeolite. 
Elect. ? Obs. A kind of apple. 

1676 Worlidge Cyder (1691) 208 Eleots are apples much 
in request in those Cider-countries for their excellent liquor. 
2732-1800 in Bailey, 2755 in Johnson. 2775 in Ash; and 
in mod. Diets. 

t ETephancy. Obs. [ad. L. elephantia f £ 
elephas , clephant-is , Elephant.] = Elephantiasis. 

(1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. vn. Ixiv. (1495I 279 One 
manere Lepra comyth of pure Melancoly, and hyght Ele- 
phancia. 2494 Fabyan vii. 651 Peyninll sykenesse, which 
of myne auctoure is callyd in Latyne Morbus Elephancie.] 
2547 Boorde Brev. Health cxiv. 43 In Englyshe it is 
named the Elephancy, or the Olyphant sicknesse. 2601 
Holland Pliny II. 318 For the leprosie, elephansie, and all 
gouts or diseases of the ioynts. 2657 W. Coles Adam 
in Eden clvi, Cancer, Elephancy and foul diseases of the 
Skin. 

Elephant (edzlant). Forms: a. 4-6 oli-, 
olyfaunte, (4 pi. olifauns, -fauntz), 4 olyfont, 
-funt, 5-6 olifant(e, 4 oleph.au.nte, 5-6 oly- 
phaunfc, 4-7 oli-, olyphant(e. / 3 . 4 elifans, 

4- 5 ele-, elyphaunt(e, 5 elefaunte, 6 eliphant, 

5- 6 elephants, 6- elephant. [ME. olif aunty a. 
OF. oli f ant, repr. a popular L. *olifantu~m (whence 
Pr. olifan ; cf. MDu. olfant, Bret, olifant , Welsh 
oli ff ant, Com. oliphans , which may be all from ME. 
or OFr.), comipt form of L. ehpha7itum, ekphan - 
tern (nom. elephantus, - phas , -phans), ad. and a. Gr. 
hhifpas (gen. k\l<f>avroi). The refashioning of the 
word after Lat. seems to have taken place earlier 
in Eng. than in Fr., the Fr. forms with el- being 
cited only from 15 th c. 

Of the ultimate etymology nothing is really known. ^ As 
the Gr. word is found (though only in sense ‘ivory") in 
Homer and Hesiod, it seems unlikely that it can be, as some 
have supposed, of Indian origin. The resemblance in sound 
to Heb. q'w eleph ‘ox’ has given rise to a suggestion of 
derivation from some Phoenician or Punic compound of that 
word ; others have conjectured that the word may be African. 
See Yule Hobson- Jobson Suppl., s.v. For the possible rela- 
tion to this word of the Teut. and Slavonic name for ‘ camel , 
see Oi.fend. The origin of the corrupt Romanic forms with 
ol- is unknown,^ but they may be compared with L. oleum , 
oliva , ad. Gr. IXatov, eAaia.] 

1 . A huge quadruped of the Pachydermate order, 
having long curving ivory tusks, and a prehensile 
trunk or proboscis. Of several species once dis- 
tributed over the world, including Britain, only 
two now exist* the Indian and African ; the former 
(the largest of extant land animals) is often used 
as a beast of burden, and in war. 


ELEPHANT. 

c 1300 K. Alls.' 854 Olifauns, and camelis, Weoren y. 
charged with vitailes. 1340 Ayenb. 84 V irtue make)? man . . 
Strang ase olyfont. Ibid, 224 }>e elifans nele na3t wonye 
mid his wyue, }?erhuy)e bet hi is mid childe, c 1374 Chau- 
cer Boeth. hi. viii. 80 Mayst bou sourmounten bise olifuntz 
in gretnesse. 1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. v. xxviii. 
(14 95) 138 The elyphaunt hath a longe nose lyke a trompe. 
c 1400 Maundev. xxii. 238 Olifauntz, tame and othere. 1430 
Lyog. Chron . Troy 11. xi, Elyphauntes and large Unicornes 
.. Forged of brasse. 1481 Caxton Myrr. 11. vi. 75 An 
olyphaunt bereth wel a tour of woode vpon his backe. 15. . 
Proph. on State of Eng. in Furniv. Ballads fr.MSS. I. 316 
fFor the Sklaunderyng of the Olyfaunte with the long nose. 
1555 Eden Decades W. 2nd. (Arb.) 383 The elephante ^ which 
sum caule an oliphant) is the biggest of all foure footed 
beastes. 1570 B. Googe Pop. Kingd. 11. (1880) 24 b, Of Flyes 
they able are to make, great Eliphants in sight. 1606 Shaks. 
Tr. <$• Cr. n. iii. 113 The Elephant hath ioynts, but none 
for curtesie. 1667 Milton P. L. iv. 345 Th* unwieldy Ele- 
phant To make them Mirth, .wreath’d His Lithe Proboscis. 
1727 Thomson Summer 721 The huge Elephant, wisest of 
brutes. 1857 Livingstone Trav. xxviii. 563 Full-grown male 
elephants . . ranged in height at the withers from 9 feet 
9 inches to 9 feet to inches. 

b. fig. of a man of huge stature. 

1606 Shaks. Tr. <§* Cr. 11. iii. 2 Shall the Elephant Aiax 
carry it thus ? 

e. Elephant' s teeth (i.e. tusks) : ivory. 

1398 Trevisa Barth . De P. R. xiv. xxxiii. <1495) 480 
Salomons seruauntes broughte . . elephauntes teeth. 1483 
Caxton Gold. Leg. 73/3 The nauye of thekynge. .brouht. . 
teeth of Olyphauntes and grete richesses. 1562 Lane. 
Wills 1. (1857) 183 A sett of chest men of oliphants teeth. 
1657 R. Ligon Barbadoes (1673.1 2 A Frigot . . her Lading 
Gold and Elephants teeth. 

2 . White elephant, a. (see quot.). b. fig, A 
burdensome or costly possession (from the story 
that the kings of Siam were accustomed to make 
a present of one of these animais to courtiers who 
had rendered themselves obnoxious, in order to 
ruin the recipient by the cost of its maintenance). 

1663 H. C[ogan] tr. Pinto's Travels xlviii. 274 The white 
elephant whereon he [the King of Siam] was mounted. 
1841 Penny Cycl. XXL 451/2 White elephants .. are kept 
in the stables of the king [of Siam], and treated with a kind 
of veneration. 1883 Croft in Ely of s Governor I. Life 60 
Elyot regarded this new dignity much as the gift of a white 
elephant. 

3 . As the sign of an inn ; the modem * Elephant 
and Castle y , 

1601 Shaks. Twel. N. nr. iii. 39 In the South Suburbes, 
at the Elephant, Is best to lodge. 1852 Dickens Bleak Ho., 
(C. D. ed.) xxvii. 235 The far-lamed Elephant who has lost 
his castle. 

f 4 . a. Ivory [after L. elephantus\ b. A horn 
or trumpet of ivory [after OF r. olijani ] . Obs. 

c 1300 K. A Us. 1182 To mouth he set his olifaunt. 1615 
Chapman Odyss. xix. 77 A chair. .The substance silver and 
rich elephant. 1698 Dryden Virg. VEneid in. 595 Heavy 
Gold, and polished Elephant. 1725 Pope Odyss. xxi. 10 
The handle. .With steel and polish’d elephant adorn’d. 

5 . A Danish Order of Knighthood. 

1703 Land. Gaz. No. 3895/2 The King of Denmark con- 
ferred the Order of the Elephant upon the Duke of Meck- 
lembourg. 1751 Chambers Cycl., Its badge, .is an elephant, 
with a castle on its back, set with diamonds, and hung on 
a watered sky-coloured ribband, like the George in England. 
.. In 1189 .. a gentleman among the Danish croisees 
killed an elephant ; in memory of which . . the order was 
erected. 1837 Penny Cycl. VIII. 401/1 The orders of 
knighthood [in Denmark] are the order of the Elephant, etc. 

6. Sea elephant : a species of Seal (. Macro - 
rhinus proboscidetts), the males of which have the 
snout somewhat prolonged. 

1798 Naval Chron, (1799) 1 * 2 54 The sea elephant .. has 
been rather scarce. 1S41 Penny Cycl. XXL 165 Macror - 
hinus proboscideus .. Sea-Elephant and Elephant-Seal of 
the English. 

1 7 . A species of lizard mentioned by Pliny. Obs. 

1601 Holland Pliny II. 451 Black Elephants .. which 
be the black kind of the Lizards, 1608 Topsell Serpmts 
718 There be. .serpents called ‘Elephants’, because whom- 
soever they bite they infect with a kinde of leprosie. 

t 8. [after Pg. elephante : see Elephanta.] ‘ A 
name given originally by the Portuguese to violent 
storms occurring at the termination, though some 
travellers describe it as at the setting in, of the 
Monsoon’ (Yule), Obs. 

[1554 Sidi 'Ali 75 (Y.) The kind of storm is known under 
the name of the Elephant; it blows from the west.] 1616 
Sir T. Roe in Purchas Pilgr. I. 549 1Y.) The 20th day 
(August), the night past fell a storme of raine called the 
Oliphant, vsuall at going out of the raines. 1703 Art's 
Improv. Introd. 26 Eighthly, OfWinds, and storms at Sea; 
as Trades-Winds, Huricanes .. Elephants, Monsoons. 

9 . Bot. A species of Scabious. 

1847 in Halliw. *878 Britten & Holl. Plant-n. . 

10. (more fully elephant-paper) : A size of 
drawing and cartridge paper measuring 28 x 23 
inches. Double elephant : a similar paper mea- 
suring 40 x 26 j inches. 

2702 Loud. Gaz. No. 38x4/4 On two large Sheets of Ele- 
phant Paper. 1716 Ibid. No. 5493/4 The fine Imperial will 
not be sold under 7/. . . and the Elephant 3/. c 1790 Imison 
Sch. A rt I. 238 A sheet of the largest elephant paper. 1807 
Opie Led. Art iv. (1848) 323 Writing . . upon . . double ele- 
phant, .paper. 1870 Jevons Elem. Logic iv. 35 Elephant 
m a stationer’s . . shop means a large kind of paper. x88o 
Daily Tel. 3 Dec., ‘ Elephant folio ’. .that is to say, of the 
fullest portfolio size. . 

11 . attrib. and Comb., as elephant-horn , - keeper , 
-killer, - shed ; elephant -headed, -like adjs. Also 
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elephant-bed (see quot.); elephant-beetle, some 
South American beetle, prob. Dynastes Nepiunus ; 
the name has also been applied to the African 
species Goliath us giganteus and G. cacicus ; ele- 
phant’s breath, a shade of colour, light steel grey ; 
elephant-fish (see quot.) ; elephant-gravel, gravel 
containing remains of elephants ; elephant hawk- 
moth (see quot. ) ; elephant-leg = Elephantiasis ; 
elephant-paper (see 10) ; elephant-seal -= Sea- 
elephant (see 6 ); elephant-shrew (see quot.); 
elephant-trumpet (see 4) ; elephant’s -tusks, 
a genus of gasteropodous molluscs belonging to 
the family Dentalidse or tooth-shells. 

1887 Woodward Geol. Eng. Wales 519 The * Elephant 
Bed [at Brighton] first described Jby Dr. Mantel! is pro- 
vincially termed Combe rock . , it contains remains of 
Elephas primigenius, etc. 1774 Goldsmith Nat. Hist . 
(1776) VIII. 139 The *Eleph ant-beetle . . is found in . . 
Guiana and Surinam. 1777 HENLYin Phil. Trans. LXVII. 
123 Thigh of the elephant beetle. 1884 Cassell's Fam , Mag. 
Mar. 246/2 Dressed in grey, the shade known as elephant’s 
breath’. 1772-84 Cook Voy. (1790) IV. 1283 Fish, .known to 
seamen by the name of ^elephant fish. 1867 Smyth Sailor's 
Word-bk., Eiephant-Jish , the Chimera callorhynchus 
named from the proboscis-like process on its nose. 1852 
E. Forbes Let. in Life Forbes xiv. 505 The newer *elephant- 
gravel of these parts. 1879 Lubbock Set. Led . ii. 52 Cheer o- 
canipa elpenor , the elephant hawk-moth. 1854 F. Hall 
Rdja-niti Notes 1 ^Elephant-headed . . Ganesa, fulfil my 
desires. 1884 igth Cent. Feb. 252 A dozen *elephant-horns 
heralded forth that the royal party were in motion. 1799 
Corse in Phil. Trans. LXXXIX. 210 Besides these, the 
^elephant-keepers notice other varieties, which are less dis- 
tinct. 1607 Topsell Serpents 703 Neither have they any 
other name for those Dragons but *Elephant-killers. a 1603 
T. Cartwright Conftt. Rhern. N. T. (1618) 500 Your knees 
. .are ioyntlesse and *Elephant-like in your obedience unto 
his precepts. 1859 J. Lang Wand. India 261 Her tomb . . 
had been taken away bodily, to pave the ^'elephant shed. 
1868 Wood Homes without H. i. 15 The *Elephant Shrew 
of Southern Africa ( Macroscelides typicus) a thick-furred, 
long-snouted, short-eared burrower. 

b. Also in the names of various plants, as 
elapbant-apple (see quot.) ; elephant -creeper, 
(Argyreia speciosa ) ; elephant’s ear, the Begonia ; 
elephant’s foot, a species of Yam ( Testudinaria 
elephantipes ) ; elephant’s -grass, a kind of reed- 
mace ( lypha elephantuni) ; elephant’s-trunk- 
plant, elephant’s -vine (see quot.). 

x866 Treas. Bot,, Feronia. The Wood-apple or Elephant- 
apple tree of India, F. elephantuni, is the only species 
belonging to this genus of Aurantiaceae. 1884 Miller 
Plant-n., Elephant’s-ear. The genus begonia. 1872 Oliver 
Elem. Bot. 11. 271 Testudinaria elephantipes. .From the 
appearance of the rhizome it is called ‘ Elephant’s foot * at 
the Cape of Good Hope. 1884 Miller Plant-n., Elephant’s- 
trunk-plant, Martynia proboscidea . Ibid. Elephant’s Vine, 
Cissus latifolia. 

Eleplianta. Also (corruptly) elephanter. 
[a. Pg. elephante : see quot. 1698.] « Elephant 8. 

[1698 Fryer Acc. E. India <5* P. 48 (Yule) We are now 
winding about the South-West part of Ceilon ; where we 
have the Tail of the Elephant full in our mouth ; a constel- 
lation by the Portugals called Rabo del Elephanto, known 
for the breaking up of the Munsoons, which is the last 
Flory this season makes.] 1725 J. Reynolds View Death 
(1735)24 Till.. Enters th* elephanta with thundring noise. 
1772 Grose Voy. E. Indies I. 33 (Y.) The setting in of the 
rams is commonly ushered in by a violent thunderstorm, 
generally called the Elephanta. 1852 Life in Bombay 104 
A tremendous burst of thunder and lightning, termed the 
Elephanta . . The heavy thunderclouds . . apparently form 
directly over the Island of Elephanta. 1867 Smyth Sailor's 
Word-bk., Elephanter, a heavy periodical rain of Bombay. 

Elepbantiac (elffse*nti^k). [ad. L. elephan - 
tiacus, f. elephantia : see Elephancy.] One who 
is affected with elephantiasis. 

1868 Kingsley Hermits 103 Thou elepbantiac , . wilt 
thou not stop shouting blasphemies? 

II Elephantiasis (edzfantarasis). [L. elephan- 
tiasis , a. Gr. kkeipauTtaens, f. c\e<pa$, Elephant.] 
The name given to various kinds of cutaneous 
disease, which produce in the part affected a re- 
semblance to an elephant’s hide. The best known 
are; a. E. Graecorum, a tubercular disease, often 
identified with Eastern leprosy ; b. E. Arabum, 
called also Elephant Leg, and in the W. Indies 
Barbadoes Leg, which produces an induration and 
darkening of the skin, chiefly on the leg. 

1381 Mulcaster Positions x. (1887) 57 Egyptian lepre, 
called Elephantiasis. 1656 Ridgley Pract. Physick iii 
E lephantiasis of the Arabians, is a swelling of the Foot, 
wan, and looks like an Elephants Foot. 1807 Southey 
Esprielld s Lett. 1814) II I. 275 Those [letters] which should 
be thin look as if they had the elephantiasis. 1869 W. M. 
Rossetti Mem. Shelley Introd. 45 Shelley had a fancy. , 
that he was about to be visited with elephantiasis. 

Elepliantic (el/fas-ntik), a. and sb. [ad. L. 
elephanticus, f. elephas Elephant.] 

A. adj. Pertaining to or resembling an elephant ; 
huge, ponderous ; = Elephantine. Now rare. 

1598 E. Gilpin Skial. (1878) 31 And speaking painters ex- 
cuse Titian, For his Ioues loves; and Elephanticke vaine. 
1766 G. Canning Anti-Lucretius 111. 194 Give those a sting, 
or elephantic snout. 1835 New MonthlyMag XLIII.85 
The fervent lightness of Lewis, the elephantic ponderosity 
of Cooke. 

t B. sb. = Elephantiasis. Obs. rare . 
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*49 1 Caxton Vitas Pair. (W. de W.) iv, 332 b/x A man.* 
was seke of a maladye called elephantyke. 

Elepha-ntieicte, nonce-wd. [See -cide.] The 
killing of an elephant. 

1855 lllust. Loud. News 28 July 126/2 Elephanticide 
seems the order of the day. 

Elephantide, rare, [irreg. f. Elephant.] A 
person affected with elephantiasis. 

2843 Borrow Bible in Spain xxvii. y6i Lawsuits . . from 
. . elephantides having been buried with other dead. 

Elephantine ^(elffie-nmin, -tin), a .' [ad. L. 
elephantin-us , a. Gr. kk€<pavTivos } f. eki<pa$ Ele- 
phant.] 

1 . Of or pertaining to an elephant, or elephants. 
Elephantine epoch (Geol.) : the period marked by 
the abundance of large paehydermata. 

1675 Hobbes Odyssey (1677) 239 Find a word of truth you 
never will In those that come through th’ elephantine 
tooth. rti7ix Ken Edmund Poet Wks. 1721 II. 26 Their 
Garment was an Elephantine Hide. 2767 Hunter F’ossil 
Bones in Phil. Trans. LVIII. 46 It was true elephantine 
ivory, a 2794 Sir W. Jones Tales (1807) 280 Chaste ele- 
phantine hone By min’rals ting’d. 1862 Huxley Led. 
Wrkg. Men 145 An elephantine mammal. 2875 Wonders 
Pkys. World II. iv. 300 Fossil elephantine remains. 

2 . Elephant - like, resembling an elephant in 
action or manner; clumsy, unwieldy. 

1843 Hood Remonst. Ode ii, While poor elephantine I 
pick up a sixpence, i860 Holland Miss Gilbert ix. 146 
Cattle . .frisked in ungraceful, elephantine play, 2881 Macm. 
A/^. XLIV.^ 478/2 The good-humour and somewhat ele- 
phantine spirits of the others were quite inexhaustible. 

S. Resembling an elephant in size or strength; 
(of a task) requiring the strength of an elephant. 

1630 B rath wait Eng. Gent lew. (16411 279 Wearing great 
sleeves, mishapen elephantine bodies, trains sweeping the 
earth. 1662 Fuller Worthies (1840) II. 286 This elephan- 
tine birth [a book of seven volumes]. 1788 Wesley Wks. 
(1872) VI I. 24 Let there be. .no elephantine hats or bonnets. 
1849 Stovel Canne’s Necess. Introd. 8x Elephantine as its 
strength appeared . . its back was broken. 1880 Sat. Rev, 
20 Mar. 387 The task of reviewing a dictionary must needs 
be elephantine. 

4 . Elephantine Leprosy ; = Elephantiasis, rare. 

1843 Borrow Bible in Spain xxvii. 161 Sad is leprosy in 
all its forms, but most so when elephantine. 

5 . Eom. An tig. (see quot. 1751). Also allusive . 

2693 Ld. Preston Boeth. in. 99 My Eye into each page 

shall look Of the Elephantine Book [note, the Book of Na- 
ture]. 2752 Chambers Cycl., Elephantine . .applied to cer- 
tain books of the ancient Romans, wherein were recorded 
the transactions of the emperors, and the proceedings, acts, 
etc. of the senate. They were called elephantine, because 
composed of ivory leaves, or tablets. 

EiepLantoid (elhse-ntoid), a. [f. Gr. 
lA k<f>avTo-s Elephant + -€.517? like (cf. Gr. |A€- 
(pavrujSrjs) : see -oid.] a. Elephant-like. b. Of 
or belonging to elephant- like animais. So Ele- 
pHaiitoidal, a. 

1842 Trimmer Pract. Geol, 407 No elephantoid remains. 
1856 Page Adv . Text-bk. Geol xix. u&70) 371 True ele- 
phantoid genera, as the . , mammoth. 2837 H. Miller 
Test. Rocks ii. 89 The Mastodon, an elephantoid animal. 
Elephantry ( e-l/fantri). [f. Elephant + -ry, 
after cavalry . ] Troops mounted on elephants. 

1747 W. Horsley Fool (1748) II. No. 83. 258 Before we 
took the Field, we demolished our Elephantry. 2838 F. 
Hall in Joum. Amer. Orient. Soc. (1861) VII. 40 That is 
to say, elephantry, cavalry, and infantry. 
ETephantship. humorous, [f. Elephant + 
-SHIP.] The personality of an elephant. 

1882 Daily News 23 Mar. 5/5 Her elephantship [Alice] 
was not found in hysterics, 

t Elessew* Obs. [f. OE. ele oil + siaw. Sew sb., 
juice.] Oil. 

c 1200 Ormin 924 Braed . .smeredd wel wi]?b elesaew. Ibid. 
8667 Drihhtinn se3jp . . tatt.te shall ]?in elesaew Lasstenn. 
t Elescophe. Obs. [Corruptly ad. Gr. rjMovKo- 
mos, -oi'.] Some medicinal plant, ?Sun Spurge 
{Euphorbia LJelioscopiuni) . 

1621 Burton Anat. Mel. 11. iv. 11. iii. (2676) 237/2 Rubarbe, 
Agaricke, Elescophe, &c . .are not so proper to this humour. 

Elest, var, o i ee-list. Eye-list: see Eye. 
t E let. Obs. exc. dial. [app. identical with. OE. 
seled, also alet (Grein) fire : see Eld jA 1 ] Fuel. 
c izoo Trin. Coll. Horn. 119 Fir haueS on him bre mihtes 
on to giuende hete, _o 3 er to giuende liht, Jmdde to wel- 
dende elet to none binge. £-2320 Sir Beues 3264 WiJ? oute 
be toun hii pigte a stake par be fur was i -make . . j?ai fette 
wode and elet. 1847-78 Halliw. Elet, fuel ; ollit. Wilts. 

EXeusinian (eli^simian). [f. L. eleusmi-us 
( Gr. i\*vcrivtos) belonging to Eleusis + -an.] Be- 
longing to Eleusis in Attica. Eleusinian mys- 
teries : the mysteries of Demeter there celebrated ; 
also fig. Hence Eleusrnianism {nonce-wd.). 

1643 Milton Divorce Wks. 1738 1 . 190 Eleusinian Mys- 
teries, that no man can utter what they mean. 2842-4 
Emerson Ess. xx. Wks. (Bohn) I. 250 The Eleusinian mys- 
teries . . show that there always were seeing and knowing 
men in the planet. 1837 Chamb. Jmi. VII. 226 The eleu- 
sin'anism of bonnetdom. 

Eleu therarch. rare. [f. Gr. l\f{j$€pos free 
+ -ctpxv* raler.] The chief of an (imaginary) 
secret society called ‘ the Eleutheri ’. 

1813 T. J. Hogg A lexy H dimatoff 178, The Eleutherarch 
..asked if they had any objection to my being initiated in 
the mysteries of the Eleutheri. 1813 Shelley Let. 26 Nov. 
in Contemp. R ev. (1884) 387 The Swans and the Eleutherarchs 
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EEEVATXOH. 


are proofs that you were a little sleepy. 1817 T. Peacock 
Nightmare Ab. 97 He slept., and dreamed of venerable 
eieutherarchs. 

EleutheTian, a. rare . [f. Gr. €h€v&€pi-o$ of 
same meaning (f. Ia evOtp-os free) + -an.] The 
title of Zeus as protector of political freedom. 

1633 Cockeram, Eleutkerian, a deliverer. i8ox Southey 
Thalaba 1. xii, Where the family of Greece Hymn’d Eleu- 
therian Jove. ' ' 

Eleutlierism (ili/rjwriz’m). [f. Gr. kXevdep-os 
free +■ -ism.] Zeal for freedom. 

x8o2 W. Taylor in Robberds Mem. I. 435 A Miltonic 
swell of diction and eleutherism of sentiment. 1803 Ann. 
Rev. I. 360 Ever since the American war, eleutherism had 
been the fashion of Europe. 

EXent&ero- (f UzrJjsro) , combining form of Gr. 
eX ebdepos free : Eleu-theroiaa nia [see Mania], 
mad zeal for freedom. Eleuitlieromamao a. 
[see Maniac], one possessed by a road zeal for 
freedom. Also in botanical compounds, as Eleu- 
th.erope 4 talouis [Gr. ireraXov leaf], Eleu:t!h.ero- 
pEyllous [Gr. tpvKXov leaf], Eleudblierose'pa- 
lous [see Sepal] aJjs. t having the petals, leaves, 
sepals, free, i . e. distinct, not cohering. 

1837 Carlyle Fr. Rev. I. in. iv. Nothing hut insubordi- 
nation, eleutheromania, confused, unlimited opposition in 
their heads. Ibid. I. n. v, Eleutheromaniac philosophedom 
grows ever more clamorous. 1880 Gray Struct. Rot. vi. § 5. 
24s Eleutheropetalous. .has. .been used for polypetalous. 

T E levable, <z- Obs. rare — l . [a. Fr. Movable , 
f. Never , (see next).] Th ,.t can be elevated. 

1676 H. More Remarks upon two Ingen. Disc. 164 The 
Embolus .. being elevable near to the top of the Laton 
Syringe or pump. 1691 Ed. Taylor Behmen's A urora xxiii. 
256 Not accensible nor elevable. 

Elevate (e‘l?v^t , pa. pple. and ppl. a. Also 4-5 
eleuat v e, (5 eliuate), 6 elsvat. [ad. L. elevdt-us, 
pa. pple. of elev&re to elevate.] Used as pa. pple. 
of Elevate ; also = Elevated ppl. a . ; in various 
senses. From iStli c. only poet. 

c 1391 Chaucer Astral. 11 . § 23^ This is to seyn, as many 
degrees as thy , pool is eleuat, so michel is the latitude of the 
Regioun. 1432 -50 tr. Higden 1 Rolls' I. 227 If that stoh be 
oon say., by what arte hit was elevate. 1509 Hawes 
Examp. Virt. vii. 134 He ht irych esse shall be so eleuate. 
1513 Bradshaw St. Werburge <1848} 125 The graue was, 
opened, eleuat was the chest. 1598 Stow Surv. xxix. (1603) 
259 A l'ombe eleuate and arched. 1667 Milton P. L. 11. 
539 In thoughts more elevate. 1673 R. Leigh Tramp . 
Rek. 22 This is elevate, this is the new way of writing. 
1676 Halley in Rigaud Com Sci, Men (1841) I. 228 St. 
H elena . . where the south pole is considerably elevate. 1742 
Young Nt. Th. it. 350 Souls elevate, angelic, wing’d with 
fire. 18x4 Southey Roderick vi, Elevate Amid the thou- 
sands. .above their heads upraised. 1873 Browning RedCott. 
Night-C. 1638 There had been shaggy eyebrows elevate. 
Elevate (e’livrit), v. Also 6 ellevate, eleuate. 
[f. L. elevat- ppl., stem of elevare, f. t out -b levd-re 
(related to lev is light) to render light, lighten, 
hence, to lift, raise ] 

f I. 1. trans. To lighten, lessen the weight of; 
to depreciate, extenuate. Obs. 

1533 Flyot Cast. Helth (1541) 35 a, Custome from chyld- 
hode doth eleuate the power of meates and drynkes. c 1570 
Thynnb Pride Lozol. 11841) 5 Cato . . dooth their credit 
ellevate, As thing whereof but small regard he tooke, 1609 
Holland Sivy xliv. xliv. 1199 b, [The Consul] forgat not to 
elevate as much as he could, the fame of theforesaid unhappie 
field. 1624 Bp. Mount agu Gagg 94 To avoid e or elevate 
the censure of the church . . [they] procured letters depre- 
catory. 1788 V. Knox Winter Even. II. v. xii. 105 Instead 
of exalting our idea of the Deity they elevate or lower it. 

II. To raise, lift up. 

2. To raise above the usual position, or above 
the level of surrounding objects. Also fig. 

2497 J* Alkok Mans Perfectionis C j 20/2 Obedyence ., 
openeth heuens it eleuatith a man fro the erth dweller with 
angels. 1607 Topsrll Fourf. Beasts 350 This first picture of 
the Ichneumon was taken by Bellonius, except the back be 
too much elevated. 1797 M. Baillie Morb. Anat. (1807)61 
Unless the head . . be more or less elevated from the hori- 
zontal posture. 1830 J. G. Strutt Sylva Brit. 4 The cha- 
racter, .of the Oak is rather to extend its arms, than elevate 
its head. 1858 Lardner Handbk. Nat. Phil. 109 The rope 
by which the bucket is elevated. 1878 Huxley Physiogr. 
186 The land in the Bay of Concepcion, had been elevated 
to the extent of four or five feet. 

b. To hold up to view. Now only with refer- 
ence to the Mass r To lift up (the Host) for the 
adoration of the people. 

^ 1637 Gillespie Eng. Pop. Cerern. m.ii. 32 When the host© 
is elevated in the celebration of the Masse. 1649 J. Kent 
in Ellis Qrig. Lett. n. 205 III. 342 A rogue of a minister,, 
after his head was severed from his sacred body, elevated 
it publicly to the people. x66o R. Coke Power 4* Snbj. 
243 She [the Queen] had forbidden the Archbishop.. to ele- 
vate the Host for adoration, 

+ c. To rear or raise (by building). Obs. 

1798 Ferriar Eng. Historians 243 On the northern side 
of the choir, was elevated one of those lofty, conical towers. 

f d. Of the action of heat : To raise in the form 
of vapour ; to evaporate or sublime. Obs. 

2607 Walkington Opt. Glass 28 The damping fumes that 
the Sun elevates from bogges. 1665-9 Boyle Occas. Reft. 
iv. xii. (1675) 240 The Sun has by its. .Beams elevated this 
Water in the form c>f Vapours. 1667 — Grig. Formes <$• 
Qua!., These volatile particles of Gold, with the Salts 
wherewith they were elevated. 17x5 [see Elevated x b], 

8. Iransf. To raise (the voice). 


2618 Rowlands Sacred Mem. 30 But they the more do 
eleuate their yoyce. x8x6 [See Elevated///, a. 2.J Mod. 
It is unnecessary to elevate your voice. 

4. To raise in direction, direct upwards. 

a. To raise (one’s eyes), direct (glances) up- 
wards; Jig. to ‘lift up’ (one’s hopes, thoughts) 
to a higher object. 

cx6xx Shaks. Wint. T. v. ii. 82 One Eye declin’d for 
the losse of her Husband, another eleuated, that the Oracle 
was fulfill’d. x8x8 Jas. Mill Brit. India II. iv. iv. 143 The 
English now elevated their hopes to the recovery of the 
province. 

b. Gunnery . To raise the axis of (a gun, etc.) 
to an angle with the horizon. 

1692 i n Capt. Smith’s Seaman’s Grant. 11. xxi. T34 Put in 
your Bullet with a Wad after it, if the Piece be not elevated. 
1769 Falconer Diet. Marine (17 89) Hh b, The mortar must 
be more elevated. *859 F. Griffiths A rtil. Man (1862) 1x2 
No. 2 searches, sponges, rams home, elevates. 

5. To raise, exalt in rank or status. 

2309 Hawes Past. Pleas, xxvn. xix, For riche mennes 
good es I muste ofte translate. Unto the poore, them for to 
. elevate. x6o6 Warner Alb. Eng . xiv. Ixxxv. (1612) 351 
Nathak, who, eleuated, altered from vertuous to most 
vaine. 1709 Steele Tatler No. 56 r 2 Footmen, (Fiddlers, 
and Lacqueys, are elevated into Companions in this present 
Age. 1713 . — Englishman No. 2. 10 We like nothing 
but what will . . elevate us above our Neighbours. 1835 
Lytton Rietizj 1. i, See what liberty exists in Rome, when 
we, the patricians, thus elevate a plebeian. 

t b. To extol or magnify (in praise). Obs. 

X513 Bradshaw -S’/. Werburge (1848.1 48 With reverence 
hym elevate. 

6 . To raise in a moral or intellectual sense. 

2624 Gatakkr Transubst. 89 To elevate our minde by 

faith. 1711 Steele Sped. No. 79 ? 9 Choose Books which 
elevate the Mind above the W orld . 1850 M rs. Stowe U ncle 
Tom’s C. xxiii. 229 You might as well set Mount ./Etna on 
them flat, and tell them to stand up under it, as tell me to 
elevate my servants with all the superincumbent mass of 
society upon them, a 1867 Buckle M isc. Whs. (1872 » I. 63 
There is hardly any virtue which so elevates our character, 
as moral courage. 3883 H. Drummond Nat. Law in Spir. 
W. iii. (1,884) 98 The attempt to elevate the race has been 
mysteriously thwarted. 

7. To elate, exhilarate. Somewhatnzmnmod.use. 

1634 Malory's Arthur i;i 8 t 6 ) 1 . 173, 1 was so elevated, .in my 

: heart. 1709 Luttrell Brief Rel. i 1857) VI. 483 Being ele- 
’ vated by the, terror he had struck into the enemy ... [he] re- 
solved to advance and fight them. 1725 De Foe Voy. round 
: W. (1846) 34 He seemed extremely pleased at this, and 
; even elevated. 18x8 Jas. Mill Brit. India II. iv. ii. 77 
The French,, elevated by this advantage, reinforced their 
, victorious party. 

b. spec, of the effects of liquor. Now humorous 
or slang. 

a 1704 T. Brown Wks. (1760) II. 194 (D.) We were all ele- 
vated above the use of our legs as well as our reason. 1763 
Brit. Mag. IV. 372, I, being elevated with, liquor. 18x6 
* Quiz * Grand Master vnu 230 But with the jumping-powder 
heated, He got, completely — el.evated. 1844 Dickens 
Mari. Chuz. ix.tC. D. ed.) 94 His depth of feeling is mis- 
i understood. He is supposed to be a little elevated ; and 
nobody heeds him. 

Elevated {e'lMted), ppl. a. [f. Elevate vi] 

1. Raised up; (of buildings, etc.) reared aloft; 
(of the hands) uplifted ; ( Geog ;) situated at a high 
level. Elevated pole (see quot.). Elevated rail- 
way : a railway supported on pillars above the 
street-level. 

1553 Eden Treat. New Ind. (Arb.) 32 The south pole is 
there eleuated fortie syxe degrees. 1613 Crqoke Body 
of Man 434 The intelligible faculty of the Soule, as the 
Queene and Princesse of the rest should sit in an eleuated 
Tribunal!. 1651 Hobbes Leviath. in. xlii. 290 To elect . . 
by plurality of elevated hands. 1674 Ck. <$• Court of Rome 
7 The idolatrous Worship of the _ elevated Wafer. 1774 
Goldsm. Nat. Hist. (1776; L 200 Rivers have their source 
either in mountains, or elevated lakes. 1856 Stanley 
Sinai <$• Pal. i. (1858) 11 Um Shaumer, the most elevated 
summit of the whole range. 1867 Smyth Sailor* s Word- 
bk. y Elevated Pole t that, .pole which is above the horizon, 
f b. Of vapours : Raised by heat. Obs . 

17x5 tr. Pancirollus’ Rerum Mem. II. viii. 322 Distillation 
..whereby elevated Fumes.. are resolv’d into Waters, Oils, 
e. Jig. Exalted in rank. 

1665-9 Boyle Occas. Reft., So elevated a station is apt to 
make men giddy. ^ 1835 Macaulay Hist. Eng. IV. 545 The 
most elevated position among English subjects. 

2 . transj. Of the voice, of temperature. 

x8i6 Scorr Antiq. i, With an elevated voice. 1878 Hux- 
ley Physiogr. 76 If the liquid metal be kept, .at an elevated 
• temperature. 

3. Math. Of an equation ; Involving high powers 
of the unknown quantity, 

! 1841 J. R. Young Math, Dissert, irr. 138 Whenever, .the 

proposed equation is of an, elevated order, 1834 Boole 
|| Laws Thought i. 27 When that equation is of an elevated 
degree. 

c 4. a. Astrol, b. Her. (see quots.V 

t 1721-1800 Bailey, Eler>ated, a Planet is said to be elevated 
I above another, when being stronger it weakens the Influ- 
| ence of the other. 1731 /ozif. vol.II, Elevated in Heraldry 
j . . signifies the points of them [wings] turned upwards, 
which is the true flying posture, 
j 5. Exalted in character, style, and tone ; lofty, 

I sublime ; dignified. 

[ ^ 1604 T. Wright Pass, iv i. 217 Among . . eleuated spirits 
I it wifi often chance that there will arise in conuersation, a 
j certaine, diuersitie of opinion. 17x3 Berkeley Ess. Wks. 
! III. 183 The most elevated notions of theology and morality. 

\ 2834 Mrs. Somerville Cpnnex. Phys. 60.(1849) Introd. 1 
Science . . must ever afford . . subject of elevated medita- 


tion. 1875 Jowett Plato (ed. 2) V. 12b One of the most 
elevated passages in Plato. 

6 . a. Elated, exhilarated, b. Slightly intoxi- 
cated {humorous or slang). 

1624 Massinger Pari, of Love 11. i, A little elevated With 
the assurance of my future fortune. x8oo Bloomfield 
Farmer's Boy f Winter 384 Sunshine, Health, and. Joy,./ 
cheer the elevated Boy I 1859 Jephson Brittany v. 64 Some 
of the men were a little elevated. 1863 Mrs. Olifhant 
Salem Ch. xi. 189 This elevated frame of mind. 

Hence £*levatedly adv. f in an elevated manner ; 
with exaltation. iETevatedness, the quality or 
condition of being elevated. 

1593 Nashe Christ’s T. (1613) 27 So penetrating and ele- 
uatedly haue I praid for you. 1731 Bailey, vol. II, Ele- 
vatedness , exaltedness, a being lift up, etc. 1799 W. Godwin 
St. Leon{L\ The elevatedness and generosity of my station. 
Elevating (e-lfv^tiij), vbl. sb. [f. Elevate v. 
+ -iistgI.] The action of the verb Elevate. 

1641 Wilkins Math. Magick 1 . ix. (1648) 58 It is likewise 
used for the elevating or lifting up of weights. 2692 ia 
Capt. Smith's Seaman's Gram. ir. xxiv. 129 A Gunner’s 
Ruler, for the Elevating of any Piece of Ordnance to any 
degree of Mounture. 1870 Miss Bridgman R. Lynne I. ix. 
138 Elevatings of the eyebrows. 

attrib. 1839 F. Griffiths A rtil. Man. (1862) 122 The 
elevating screw must . . be clamped. x88x Times 28 Jan. 
3/6 The elevating gear of this gun. 

Elevating .eln^tir)), pfl a. [f. Elevate d 
+ -iNCr That elevates ; chiefly^, 

1817 Coleridge 'Fa a Lady % The elevating thought of suf- 
fered pains. 1833 Robertson Serm. Ser. jv. xvii. (1876) 220 
The elevating power of faith. 1873 Hamerton IntelL Life 
1. iv. 24 Elevating influences of literature. 

Elevation lelzV^-Jbn). [ad. L. elevdlion-em t 
n. of action f. elevare : see Elevate v.] 

I. Process or result of elevating. 

1. The action or process of lifting up or raising 
aloft ; also, the giving of an upward direction to 
anything. Valley of elevation (see quot. 1887 ). 

1526 Pilgr. Perf. (1531) 13 b, The eleuacyons or wawes of 
the see ben meruaylous. 1607 Tors ell Four-f. Beasts 8 
A Bull, .can toss into the air very great . . beasts, which he 
received* again as they fall down, doubling their elevation 
with renewed strength and rage. 1663 W. Charleton Cher, 
Gigant. 32 At first elevation of their eyes. 1676 Grew 
Led. 11. i. § 6‘ Elevation ; when, like Paste in baking, .they 
[the bodies mixed] swell and huff up. 1693 Woodward 
Nat. Hist. Earth (J.) The disruption ot the strata, the 
elevation of some, and depression of others. 1863 A. Ram- 
say. Phys. Geog. i. (1878) 11 Volcanic regions subject to 
earthquakes are often areas of elevation. 1878 Huxley 
Physiogr. 205 But the land is subject also to local elevations 
and depressions. 1887 Woodward Geol. Engl. <5- Wales 
(ed. 21586 We sometimes find the higher tracts to be formed 
by what was. .a depression, while tracts originally elevated 
have been converted into. .‘Valleys of Elevation’. 

Fb. spec. «= erection. Obs. 

* 1543 Traheron Vigo's Chirurg. 1 . xi. 10 b, The yarde .. 
is full of ventosite . . by which the eleuation of the same 
commeth. 

c. spec. The lifting up of the Host for the ador- 
ation of the people. 

1563 87 Foxe A. M. (1684) III. 666 Before the Eleva- 
tion, .he turned him to the People in a great Rage. 2637 
Gillespie Eng. Pop . Cerern. hi. ii. 28 The elevation of the 
bread materialiter, is not Idolatrous. 1609 Burnet 39 
Art. xxviii. (1700) 342 The Elevation of tne Sacrament 
began to be practised in the Sixth Century. 1884 F. M. 
Crawford Rom. Singer I. 9 And only takes it off when 
he sings the Gloria Patri, or at the Elevation. 

t d. Jig. The lifting up of the soul (in ador- 
ation); a devout exaltation of feeling. Obs. 

a 1600 Hooker (J.) All which different elevations of spirit 
unto God, are contained in the name of prayer. 1643 Sir 
T. Browne Relig. Med. 1. § 3, I could never heare the 
Ave Maria Bell without an elevation. 1674 Owen Holy 
Spirit (1693) 185 The Elevation of Faith to apprehend 
Divine Power. 1687 Burnet Death prim. Persecutors , 
Let us then Celebrate Gods Triumph over his Enemies 
with all the Elevations of Joy. 1711 Norris_ J.) We are..' 
to love him with all possible, .elevation of spirit. 

2. concr. A rising or swelling (on the skin or sur- 
face of the ground) ; a rising ground, an eminence. 

1543 Traheron Vigo's Chirurg. ir. x. 23a, Prana hath not 
so great eleuation as ignis persicus. 1599 A. M. Gabel- 
honed $ Bk. Physicke 288/2 If ..the Patient hath no ex- 
ternalle disease* nor anye eieuatione. 1799 Kirwan Geol. 
Ess. 285 Secondary strata present . . elevations, from an 
original elevation in the fundamental stone. 1823 Macaulay. 
Milton, Ess. (1854 1 . 14/1 Nooks and dells, beautiful as 
fairyland, are embosomed in its most rugged and gigantic 
elevations. 284 8 W. Bartlett Egypt to Pal. x. 11879 221 
The remaining part of the elevation seemed like a small 
hill placed upon a terrace. 

F 3 Sublimation ; vaporization by heat. Obs. 
x6o5 Timme Quersit. n. i. 103 The elevations and sublima- 
tions of the spirits of the said salt. 1612 Woodall Snrg .M ate 
Wks. (1653) 270 Elevation is subtiliation. when spiritual 
parts from the corporal . . by the force of fire are elevated. 
1641 French Distill, i. (1651) 10 Elevation, is the rising of 
any matter in manner of fume, or vapour by vertue of heat. 
1677 Hale Prim. Orig. Man. iv. ii. 301 An elevation or 
rectification of some parts of that Matter. 

4. trans f a. A raising or increase (of tempera- 
ture). b. A quickening (of the pulse) ; a raising 
of the animal spirits. Hence {dial, or vulgar) that 
which raises the spirits, a c pick-me-up *. 

2725 N. Robinson The. Physick 88 Elevation or Depres- 
sion of the Pulse. 1850 Kingsley Alt. Locke xii, Whatrs 
elevation? Opium, bor’ alive, opium. 1882 Vines Sacks 
Bot. 825 The slight elevation of temperature in the forenoon. 


ELEVATOB. 

5 . a. The raising (of the voice) in loudness 
(?also in pitch), fb. cotter. The stressed syllable 
of a metrical foot ; = Arsis (rare). 

x 6o5 Bacon Adv. Learn, u, 60 The consideration of the 
Accedents of Wordes, which are Measure, Sound, and Ele- 
uation, or Accent. 1668 WilkinsAV#/ Char. 45 Prolonga- 
tion of Vowels, or Elevation of voice in the pronouncing of 
any syllable, Accent, a 1789 Burney Hist. Mus . fed. 2) 

I. vi. 64 They [feet] were divided into two parts.. the first 
of which was called elevation. 

f 0 . Music. One of the ‘graces’ in old English 
music. Obs. 

1659 Chr. Simpson Division Viol a Sometimes a Note is 
graced by sliding: it from the Third below, called an Eleva- 
tion, now something obsolete, 
f 7 . The raising or rearing (of plants). Obs. 
xfig 8 Evelyn Fr. Card. (1675) 38 The elevation and rais- 
ing of trees. 

8. The action of raising in rank or dignity ; the 
state or fact of being elevated in rank. 

x6.. Locke (J.) Angels, in their several degrees of eleva- 
tion above us. 1701 Luttrell Brief R el. (1857) V. 4 The 
duke of Berwick was gone, .to compliment the pope upon 
his elevation. 1827 Hare Guesses Ser. 11.11873)541 A sudden 
elevation in life .. smells us out, and often perniciously. 
1856 Froude Hist. Eng. (1858) II, viii. 270 The many men 
of talent who owed their elevation to Wolsey. 

II. The height to which anything is elevated. 

0. Of angular magnitude : a. Astron. The alti- 
tude or angular height of the pole, or of any 
heavenly body, above the horizon. fOfa place: 
The elevation of the pole at that place ; the lati- 
tude (obs.). Also in Dialling , the angle made by 
the gnomon with the horizon (which is equal to 
the latitude of the place). 

C1392 Chaucer Astrol. n. § 23 Tak ther the elevacioun 
of thi pooI,_ 1549 Compl. Scot . vi. (1872) 47 Cosmaghraphie 
..saldeclair the. .eleuation. .of the sone, mune, and of the 
sternis. 1593 Fale Dialling 10 Before Sunne rising and 
after Sunne setting in our Elevation. 1642 Howell For. 
Trav. (Arb.) 87 The distance between places may be known 
by the elevation of the pole. 1683 Tryon Way to Health 
471 Under the Elivation of oure Pole. 1686 tr. Chardin’s 
Trait. 247 The Elevation of Erivan is in 40 Deg. 15 Min. 
3706 Phillips, Elevation of the Pole (in Dialling) is the 
Angle which the Style .. makes with the Substylar Line. 
1726 tr. Gregory’s Astron . 1 . 11. 373 The Elevation of the 
Pole in that place therefore is also given. 1867-77 G. 
Chambers Astron. Vocab. Def. 915 Elevation of the Pole. 

b. The angle made with the horizontal by any 
line of direction ; spec, the angle at which a gun 
is elevated. 

1692 in Capt. Smith’s Seaman’s Gram. n. iv. 93 If his 
Piece be mounted to any Elevation, he need not put a Wad 
after the shot. 1769 Falconer Diet. Marine (1789) Hhb. 
The shell being fired at an elevation of 45“. 1798 Capt. 
Millar in Nicolas Disp. Nelson { 1846) VII. Introd. 155, I 
observed their shot . . and knowing that . . they would not 
have coolness enough to change their elevation, I closed 
them suddenly. 

10 . A particular height or altitude above a given 
level ; as the height of a locality above the level 
of the sea ; of a building, etc., above the level 
of the ground. 

1732 Berkeley Alciphr. in. § 9 The particular distance, 
position, elevation, or dimension of the fabric, 1830 J. G. 
Strutt Sylva Brit. 4 In sheltered groups they will reach 
an elevation of eighty or a hundred^ feet. 1856 Stanley 
Sinai ip Pal. ii. (1858) 129 Jerusalem is of nearly the same 
elevation as the highest ground in England. 2860 Tyndall 
Glac. 1. § 2. 19 What was snow at the higher elevations 
changed to ram lower down. 

b - fig' 

1822 Imison Sc. fy Art II. 391 He will perceive to what 
an elevation the excellence of the art can raise him. 

II. concr . A drawing of a building or other 
object made in projection on a vertical plane, as 
distinguished from a ground plan. 

2732 Bailey vol. II, Elevation [in Architect.)^ draught or 
description of the face or principal side of a building, called 
also the Upright. 1762-71 H. Walpole Vertue’s A need. 
Paint. (1786) IV, 244 The plan and elevations of the late 
earl of Leicester’s house. 1833 Brewster Nat. Magic xi. 
28r An elevation of the automaton, as seen from behind. 
1847 S. Brooks {title) City, Town and Country Architec- 
ture, designs for Street Elevations, Shop Fronts, etc. 1874 
R. Tyrwhitt Sk. Club 28 That’s the front of your block 
which faces you, — the * elevation ' they call it. 

12 . As an abstract quality: Height, loftiness, 
a. lit. Of a building, etc. b. Jig. Of literary 
style : Grandeur, dignity ; formerly also in pi., in- 
stances of elevation, c. fig. Of character and 
sentiments : Nobleness, loftiness of tone. 

a. Mod. A building of imposing elevation. 

b. a 1639 Wotton i J.v His style, .wanted a little eleva- 
tion. 1716-8 Lady M. W. Montague Lett. I. xxxiv. 126 
The elevation of an expression in an ancient author. 1750 
Johnson Rambl. No. 1 f 6 Some [epic poets] that im- 
agined themselves intitled . . to elevations not allowed in 
common life. 1871 Morley Voltaire i 1886) 134 A return 
to.. the classic form, its dignity, elevation, and severity. 

C. a. 1680 Glanvill Serm. iii. * R.) They . .pitied the poor 
and carnal world., all that were not of their conceited pitch 
and elevation. 1751 Johnson Rambl. No. 87 *7 When no- 
thing is necessary to elevation but detection of the follies of 
others. x868 I,kcky Enrop. Mor. II. i. 72 Elevation of 
character constituted the Roman ideal of perfection. x88o 
M c Carthy Own Times III. xlvi. 407 His character was 
somewhat wanting in the dignity of moral elevation. 

ELeva/tor (ediV^tsi). [a. L. elevator, f. elevd-re 
to Elevate.] One who or that which elevates. 
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1 . Anal. a. A muscle which raises or moves a 
limb or an organ. 

1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. iv. vii. 196 Being destitute 
of any motion, they conferre no reliefe unto the Agents or 
Elevators. 1746 Parsons Human Phys. i. 17 The Elevator 
arises tendinous and fleshy from the Edge of the Foramen 
lacerum. 1748 Hartley Observ. Man 1. ii. § 1. 148 The 
Elevators of the lower Jaw. 1870 Rqlleston Anim . Life 
13 The main elevator of the humerus and the wing. 

b. In insects, one of the two flat joints of the 
maxillary or labial feelers. 

1826 Kirby & Spence Eniomol. III. 448 Thus in the hive 
bee and the humble bee the labials including the two fiat 
joints or elevators have four joints. 

2 . Sarg. * An instrument for raising any de- 
pressed portions of bone, particularly of the skull. 
Also, an instrument used in Dentistry for the 
removal of stumps of teeth. ’ (Syd. Soc. Lex.). 

8. a. A machine used for raising com or flour 
to an upper storey, b. If. S. A large building 
(containing one or more of these machines) used 
for the storage of grain, e. A machine used for 
raising hay or straw to the top of the stack. Also, 
an appendage to a thrashing machine, d. A lift, 
hoist, ascending chamber. Also attrib. 

2825 J. Nicholson 0 per at. Meclt. xco These elevators 
consist of a chain of buckets, or concave vessels . . fixed at 
proper distances upon a leathern hand, which goes round 
two wheels. 1862 Trollope N. Anier. I. 248 An elevator 
is as ugly a monster as has been yet produced, 1862 J. 
Wilson Farming x6x A larger set of elevators is usually 
employed to carry up the roughs to the feeding hoard [in a 
thrashing machine]. 1879 Jefferies Wild Life in S. C. 
1x4 The new-fangled elevator carries up the hay by ma- 
chinery from the waggon to the top. 1883 Harper's Mag. 
Jan. 275/1 He did not trust the elevator, but almost flew 
down the stairs. 1884 Howells ibid. Dec. 118/1 The Ele- 
vator boy, pulling at the rope [says] ‘We’re not there yet’. 
3884 Lisbon (Dakota) Star 10 Oct., A. H. Laughlin .. has 
bought the store building .. near the elevator. 3887 Con- 
temp. Rev. May 699 Extensive elevator Companies. 

Elevatory (e'liWrtori), a. and sb. [f. Ele- 
vator : see -ory.] 

A. adj. Of or pertaining to elevation, that tends 
to elevate. 

1 . Geol. Concerned in raising or tending to raise 
tlie crust of the earth. 

3833 Lyell Princ. Geol. III. 117 The disturbing and 
dislocating force of the elevatory movements. 1847 H. 
Miller First Impr. xi. (3861) 140 Should the time ever 
arrive when the^ elevatory agencies motionless and chill 
shall sleep within their profound depths. 1878 Huxley 
Physiogr. 205 Elevatory forces must have been at work. 

2 . In a non-material sense. 

1851 Ruskin Mod. Paint . II. in. 1. xiv. § 5 The moral feel- 
ings are thus elevatory of the mental faculties. 

B. sb. » Elevator 2 [as if ad. L. *elevatorium ; 
so Fr. elevatoire. It. elevatorioj. 

1632 Woodall Surg. Mate Wks. (3653) 9* If a depression 
of the Cranium be, strive with the elevatorie to raise it. 
1758 J. S. tr. Le Dran’s Observ. SurgAxjjx) D diij, Vectis, 
an Elevatory used to raise depress’d Bones. 1832 in Web- 
ster; and in mod. Diets. 

+ EXe *ve. Obs. as Eng. [a. Fr. elbve, f. ilever 
to bring up.] A pupil. 

The Fr. word is occas. used when Fr. subjects are spoken 
of: e. g. ‘ He was an ilbve of the E cole Normalel 
1736 Bailey, An Elei>e , a pupil or scholar educated under 
any one. 2769 Hope in Phil. Trans. LIX. 241 note, Mr. 
James Robertson is an eleve of mine. 3807 J. Hall Trav. 
Scotl. I. 146 Dr. Hunter . . the eleve of Lord Monboddo. 
1829 Gentl. Mag. XCVTI. 11.527 Their Eleves should have 
. .an excellent classical education. 

Eleven (/leVn), a. and sb. Forms : 1 end- 
leofan, -lufon, -Xyfon, -an, ellefne ( Northumb . 
eellefne), 3-4 endlevene, -leve, -luve, 3-5 
enleve(n(e, -levyn, (3 enlovene, 4 onlevene), 
elleve(n(e, -evin, -yven, (3 eellevene, eolleve), 
5-7 elevyn, (5 eleivan), aleven, -©aven, -enyn, 
5- eleven, (6 Sc. allevin, alewin, 9 dial. 
ellebn, eleeben, lebn). [Common Teutonic: OE. 
tyidleofon corresponds to OFris. andlova , elleva , 
OS. elleban (MDu. elleven , Du, elf), OHG. einltf 
(MHG. eilf , Ger. elf), ON. ellifu (Sw. ellifva, 
elfva, Da. elleve\ Goth, ainlif :—OTeut. *ainlif- 
f. *ain- (shortened from *aino-) One + -lif- of 
uncertain origin. Outside Teutonic the only ana- 
logous form is the Lith. v'dnb-lika, where -lika 
(answering in function to Eng. -teen) is the ter- 
minal element of all the numerals from 1 1 to 19. 

The OE 4 , OFris., OS., and ON. forms represent a type 
* ainlif un, app. assimilated to *tehun Ten. The theory that 
the ending is a variant of OTeut. *tehim, Aryan *dekm Ten, 
is now abandoned ; some would derive it from the Aryan 
root *leiq or from *leip (both meaning to leave, to remain) 
so that eleven would mean ‘ one left’ (after counting ten,.)] 
The cardinal number next after ten, represented 
by the symbols 11 and xi. 

A. adj. 

1 . In concord with a sb. expressed. 
cBgo K. ^Elfred Bseda v. xviii. (Bosw.) Osred Sast rice 
haefde endleofan wintra. a 1000 Andreas (Gr.) 664 Nses 
peer folces ma . . Nemne ellefne orettmseegas. c 1000 /Elfric 
Gen. xxxii. 22 [Jacob] nam his wif mid hira endlufon sunum. 
c 3325 Coerde L . 2725 Onlevene thousand of our meynd. 1382 
Wyclif Acts i. 26 Mathi. .was noumbrid to giderewith en- 
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levene apostils. 3393 Langl. P. PI. C. iv. 227 Thou hast 
hanged on myn hals elleuen tymes. CX400 Pol. Rel. 4 r L. 
Poems 2x6, I have had ther-to lechys aleven, and they gave 
me medysins all. a 1440 Sir Degrev. 342 More then enleve 
mele. 1480 Caxton Citron. Eng. cii. 82 And this mysauen- 
ture dured enleuen yere and moo. ^ 1552 Lyndesay Mo- 
narche 4509 The 3eir of oure Saluatioun Alewin hundreth 
and sax and fyftie. 1591 Horsey Trav. (1857) x88 Aleaven 
of his servants. 1594 Shaks. Rich. Ill, m. vi. 6 Eleuen 
houres I haue spent to write it oner. 1664 Evelyn Kal. 
Hort. (1729) 229 Nor the Height above ten or eleven [Feet] 
at most. 3796 Burke Regie . Peace iii. Wks, VII 1 . 301 Eleven 
days they had the full use of Bantry Bay, 1887 Ruskin in 
Pall Mall G. 2 Sept. 3/2 Humanity, .had reduced itself to 
see no more than eleven eyes in a peacock’s tail. 

2 . With ellipsis of sb., which may usually be 
supplied from the context. The Eleven : sc. dis- 
ciples ; also, a body of executive officers at Athens. 

c 3205 Day. 34531 Bi tene & bi mlleuene [c 1275 enlouene]. 
c 1275 O. E. Misc. 55 He seyde to his apostles . hi weren 
elleouene. 2297 R. Glouc. (1724) 298 In f>e j>°usend 3er of 
grace, and endleuene perto. a 1300 Cursor M. 4110 An was 
eildest o j?e elleuen. 1387 Trevisa Higden (Rolls) I. 343 
Sex score and enleuene. 1593 Garrard Art Warre 130 
When they passe a leven or twelve they are not to be ac- 
compted an aray. x6rx Bible Luke xxiv. 33 And found the 
eleuen gathered together. 1814 Byron Juan 1. xlix, At six 
a charming child, and at eleven With all the promise of as 
fine a face. 2849 Grote Hist. Greece V. n, Ixii. 427 They 
were handed over to the magistrates called the Eleven. 

b. esp. sc. hours : as eleven o'clock, etc. 

1548 U dall, etc., Erasm. Par. Matt. xx. 6 About a leuen of 
the clocke. 1602 Shaks. Ham. 1. ii. 252 Vpon the Platforme 
twixt eleuen and twelue He visit you. 1759 Compl. Letter- 
Writer (ed. 6) 227 The Ball continued its Briskness and 
vivacity, .’till about Eleven. 2803 R. Anderson Cumbrld, 
Ball. 67 When the clock strack eleeben. 

B. as sb. 

1 . The abstract number eleven. 

1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. ix. iv. (1495) 349 Thryes 
enleuen makyth thre and thyrty. 1547 Boqrde Introd. 
Knowl. 123 Nyne, ten, aleuyn, twelue. 

2 . A set of eleven persons ; esp. a set of eleven 
players forming ‘ a side ' at cricket or football. 

c 1800 in Etoniana v. 95 The eleven of football and the 
eleven of cricket. 1885 Truth 28 May 836/2 Such a county 
should, .produce a few bowlers to maintain the credit of its 
eleven. 

f 3 . In phrase, By the elevens l (of uncertain 
origin). Obs. 

1773 Goldsm. Stoops to Conq. 11. i, By the Elevens, my 
place is gone quite out of my head. 

G. Comb., as elevenfold adj. and adv. ; eleven- 
pointer, a stag whose horns show eleven points. 
Also eleven-o’ -clock (see A. 2 b) used attrib . 
or as adj. in eleven-o’-elock lady, eleven-o- 
clock wind (see quots.). 

X557 Records Whetst. B ij, Vndecupla xx to 1 : 22 to 2! 
33 to 3, aleuenfolde. 1803 E. L. Peel in Longm. Mag. 
Nov. 74 A grand eleven-pointer . . standing out alone. 
2879 Prior Plant-n ,, Eleven o'clock lady, Fr. dame d’onze 
heures , from its waking up and opening its eyes so late 
in the day ; the star of Bethlehem (Omithogalum umbel- 
latum , L.). 1888 Pall Mall G. 9 July 8/2 A. .stiff breeze. . 
called ‘eleven o’clock wind '..that is to say, supposing the 
target to be marked like the dial of a clock, the wind 
would blow.. in the direction of the figure xi. 

Hence Ele-vener, Elevens (dial.), an eleven-o'- 
clock meal, a luncheon. 

1865 W. White E.Eng.ll. 197 , 1 commonly has a drop [of 
ale] for my elevens ; but I can manage a pint o' a’ternoons 
besides.' 1875 Parish Sussex Dial, Elevener, a luncheon, 

fElewenteen. Obs. nonce-wd. [f. Eleven + 
-teen.] Twenty-one. 

26.. Wither Weakness, Many giglets I have married 
seen Ere they forsooth could reach eleventeen. 

Eleventh (He*v’n])), a. and sb. Forms: a. 1 
endlyfta, Northumb. sellefta, 3-4 enlefte, north . 
elleffc. / 3 . 1 endleofefta, 4 ellevefpe, 4-5 en- 
levenp, -the, ellevend, -ent, -en]>e, -ynd, -ymt, 
(4 alleven]?©, elned, 5 aleffant), 6 elleventh, 
(ellewint, elevynth, aleventh, eleven, leventh. 
Sc. levint, 7 elventh, 9 dial, elevent), 7- 
eleventh. [OE. qndlyfta, sellefta, correspond to 
OFris. andlofta , ellefta, OS. ellifto, OHG. einliftd 
(MHG. einlifte , eilfle, mod.G. elfte), ON, ellifte 
(not recorded in Goth.) OTeut. *ainlifton- & 
*ainlif- Eleven + ordinal suffix f. O Aryan -to-. 
As in the case of other numerals, the original 
word has been superseded (since 14th c.) by a new 
formation on the cardinal numeral + - th (after 
Fourth), which is now the universal ordinal suffix. 
Certain forms in ME. and mod, Eng., following 
other analogies, have -t or -d instead of -th.] 

A. adj. 

1 . That comes next in order to the tenth. 
Eleventh hour : the latest possible time, in allu- 
sion to the parable of the labourers (Matt. xx.). 

971 Blickl. Horn. 93 Eall eor)?e bi 3 mid }?eostrum oforbeaht 
set J?a endlyftan tid bses dae^es. c xooo Ags. Gosp. Matt, 
xx. 6 Da erabeFa endlyftan tide he Uteode, X297 R. Glouc; 
(2724) 414 pe enlefte day of heruest a 1300 Cursor M. 22627 
fie signs o pe dai elleft, It es na skil pat it be left. *340 
Hampole Pr. Consc. 4798 pe ellevend day men sal com out 
Of caves. 2398 Trevisa Barth. De P.R. ix. xix. (1495) 
357 The enleuenth month is Nouembre. 1489 Plumpton 
Corr. 78 Aleffant day of moneth of March. * 5 * 3~75 Dium. 
Occurr. (1833) 10 Wpoun the ellewint day of July, &c. 
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255* Records Pathw. Knmvl. 1. xvii, According' vnto tire 
eleuen conclusion. X599 Shaks. Heti. V, 1. L a In th* eleuenth 
yere of y> last Kings reign. 1663 Cowley Verses fy Ess. 
(1669) 60 Come the eleventh Plague, rather than this should 
be. 1829 Southey All for Love 1. xxiv, Though at the 
eleventh hour Thou hast come to serve our Prince of Power, 
b. with ellipsis of sb. 

C1325 E. E. A Hit. P. B. 1013 ]?e lacyngh }>e enleuenpe 
gent. 1340 Ayenb. 14 )?e enlefte is to leve lesnesse of zenne. 
£•1380 SirFerumb. 2845 Basyn was )?e elleuefj>e J?at 30 han 
slawe there, c 1400 A poll, Loll. 78 pe elleuynt. 1552 Abt. 
Hamilton Cateck. 11884) 51 The levint, quha presumis of 
thame self ony thing. 1588 A. King tr. Canisius* Catech. 
183 The ellewint is continence quhairby we abstein nocht 
only from meats, hot also from al vickednes. 1632 San- 
derson 12 Serrn. 101 At the eleventh. 

2 . Eleventh part : one of eleven equal parts into 
which a quantity may be divided. 

2797 Burke Eegic. Peace Wks. VIII. 402 An increase .. 
from an eleventh to a twentieth part of the whole duty. 

•fS. quasi-«</^. in the eleventh place, Elevejtihly. 
1526 Pilgr. Perf (W. de W.) 292 b, Elleuenth, they be 
mortifyed from all feares, scrupules, and euyll dedes. 

4 . Music . The interval of an octave and a fourth ; 
a compound fourth. 

1597 Morley Introd. Mus. 70 From Gam vt to I) la sol 
re is a twelfe, although it seeme in common sence but an 
aleuenth. 

B. sb. *= eleventh part ; see A. 2. 

1557 Records Whetst. B ij b, Sesquiundecima. 22 to ir : 
24 to 22. . | ] a leuenth more. 

Eleventhly (JleVnjjli), adv. [f. Eleventh a. 
+ -IjY A] In the eleventh place. Also quasi-jA 
1609 R* Barnerd Faithf. Sheph. 55 Eleventhly & lastly. 
2648 D. Jenkins Wks. 39 Eleventhly, wee maintaine, etc. 
1711 Vmd.Sacheverell 85 We are now come to Eleventhly , 
these Eleventhly’ s and Twelfthly’ s , these false Stories. 

EIevia*tion, bad form of Alleviation. 

1543-4 Act 35 Hen. VI If c. 12 To the eleuiation of parte 
of his great arid inestimable charges. 

Elf (elf), sb. Forms: 1 self, ylf (app. re- 
corded only in pi. ylfe), 3 alve, 5 alfe, 5-7 elfe, 
4- elf. Plural elves : 1 ylfe, 3 alven, 6-7 elfes, 
Sc. elvis, 8 elfs, 6- elves. See also Elven, 
Auf, Oaf. [OE. self str. masc. = OHG. alp 
(MHG., mod.G. alp nightmare, ON. dlfr (Da. 
alf) elf OTeut. *atbo-z ; a parallel type *albi-z 
(cf. Sw. elf, Da. eh) appears in late WSax. % ylf 
(found in pi. ylfe :—*iffe) ~ Mercian, Kent. *$!f, 
Northumb. *eelf, one or other of which is repre- 
sented in the mod. word. (The mod.G. elf is be- 
lieved to be adopted from Eng. ; MHG. had elbe 
a female elf.) 

Some have compared the Teut. word with the Skr. fbhn, 
the name given to the three genii of the seasons in Hindu 
mythology.] 

1 . My t hoi. The name of a class of supernatural 
beings, in early Teutonic belief supposed to 
possess formidable magical powers, exercised 
variously for the benefit or the injury of mankind. 

They were believed to be of dwarfish form, to produce 
diseases of various kinds, to act as incubi and succubi, to 
cause nightmares, and to steal children, substituting change- 
lings in their place. The Teutonic belief in elves is prob- 
ably the main source of the mediaeval superstition respecting 
fairies, which, however, includes elements not of Teutonic 
origin ; in general the Romanic word denotes a being of 
less terrible and more playful character than the ‘elr as 
originally conceived. In mod. literature, elf is a mere sy- 
nonym of Fairy, which, has to a great extent superseded it 
even in dialects. Originally elf was masculine, Elven 
feminine ; but in 13th and 14th c. the two seem to have 
been used indifferently of both sexes. In mod. use elf 
chiefly, though not always, denotes a male fairy. 

Beowulf 1x2 (Gr.) Fram }?anon untydras ealle onwocon 
eotenas and ylfe. c 1000 Sax. Leechd. II. 296 Wi<S aelfe 
and wib uncupum fidsan gni 3 myrran on win. ^ c 1205 Lay. 
19256 Sone swa he com an eor 3 ei aluen hine iuengen. 
c 2386 Chaucer Man'Lawes T . 656 The mooder was an elf 
by aventure. 1426 Audelay Poems 77 (Matz.) Alfe Rofyn 
be-gon to rug. c 1460 Towneley Myst. (Matz.) He was 
takyn with an elfe. ^ 1513 Douglas AEneis via. vi. 7 Wyth 
Nymphis and Favnis apoun euery syde, Quhilk fairfolkis, 
or than elvis, clepyng we. 1579 E. K. in Spenser's Sheph. 
Cal. June 25 Gloss. t For Guelfes and Gibelines, we say 
Elfes & Goblins. 1610 Shaks. Temp. v. i. 33 Ye Elves 
of hils, brooks, standing lake's and groues. 1035 Herrick 
Hesper (1869) II. App. 477 Come follow, follow me You 
fame elves that be. 1700 Dryden Wife Bath’s T. 3 
The King of elfs . . Gamboll’d on heaths. 1712-4 Pope 
Rape Lock 1. 33 Airy elves by moonlight shadow seen. 
x866 Kingsley Herew. xv. 193 You are an elf and a goddess. 
1875 B. Taylor Faust 1. i, Then the craft of elves propi- 
tious Hastes to help where help it can. 

+ b. Sometimes distinguished from a 'fairy*: 
(a) as an inferior or subject species; (b) as a 
more malignant being, an ‘imp’, ' demon’ ; also 
fig. Ohs. 

1587 M. Grove Pelops «$■ Hipp . (3878) 75 To exercise your 
selfe In feates of armes, thereby to shun of loytring loue 
the elfe. a 1593 H. Smith Wks. 1867 II. 483 Frenzies, furies 
(wayward elves) : What need ye call for whip or scourge ? 
*623 J. Abbott Force Contrition in Farr’s S. P. fas. I 
(1848)353 The raine which this detested elfe must drowne 
Must from aboue . . come downe. a 1628 F. Greville Mus. 
tapka , 3rd Chorus , What means . . This finite Elfe of mans 
vaine acts and errors? 2652 Hobbes Leviath. (1839) 699 
When the fairies are displeased with any body, they are 
said to send their elves, to pinch them, a 1700 Dryden (J.) 
That we may angels seem, we paint them elves. 

2 . transfi. a. (See quot.) 
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1651 Hobbes Leviath. (1839) 699 The fairies . . are said 
to take young children . . and to change them into natural 
fools, which common people do therefore call elves, and are 
apt to mischief. 

b. A tricksy, mischievous, sometimes a spiteful 
and malicious creature. To play the elf : to act 
elfishly, maliciously. 

a 1553 Udall Royster D. m. iii. (1869) 46 Women be all 
such madde pieuishe elues. 1613 Uncasing of Mackiav. 25 
For never it was Ape but plaide the Elfe. 1740 Somerville 
Hobbinol m. (2749) 174 This other Elf, in ev’ry Art Of 
smiling Fraud, in ev’ry treach’rous Leer, The very Hob- 
binol! 1800 Bloomfield Fanners Boy , Summer 243 
Happy the man that foils an envious elf, Using the darts of 
spleen to serve himself. 1820 Scott Abbot iv, Stray elf of 
a page. 

3 . transfi. A diminutive being, a. A dwarf, 
mannikin ; hence as adj, (quots. 1710, 1 7 2 5)* 

1530 Palsgr. 2x6/2 Elfe or dwarf, nain. 1547 Salesbury 
Welsh Diet ., Nar, an elfe. 17x0 Street Robberies Cousid. 
Elf little. 1725 New Cant. Diet., Elf little, a 1763 Shen- 
stone (J.), He . . Wisheth, poor starving elf, his paper-kite 
may fly. 17. . Sez>eu Wise Men in R. Bell Hist. Eng. (1840) 
X. vii. 143 note, The prince . . Laughed at the merry elf ; 
Rejoiced to see within his court One shorter than himself. 
1840-5 Barham Jngol. Leg. (1877) 102 As a muscular Giant 
would handle an elf. 

b. Applied to a child (chiefly with some notion 
of 2 b \ to a small animal or insect. 

1573 Tusser Hush. (1878) 59 Looke to thy cattle, Serue 
yoong poore elues alone by themselues. 1660 J. M[ilton] 
in H. Morley King ami Co?nmons (x868iSothe little wanton 
elf [a bee] Most gloriously enshrined itself [in amber]. 1786 
Burns Despondency Ye tiny elves that guiltless sport. 
1824 Miss Mitford Village Ser. 1. (1 863) 15 His own pretty 
little boys, and two or three other four-year-old elves. x88o 
G. Allen Katee’s Shrine xii. 128 Herons . . intent on the 
quick pursuit of the elusive elves in the stream below. 

T 4 . By Spenser applied to the knights of his 
allegorical 'faerie land \ 

1596 Spenser F. Q. i. i. 17 Which when the valiant Elfe 
perceiu’d. Ibid. r. v. xi Goe, cay tive Elfe. 

5 . In a vague depreciatory sense, ' a (poor) 
creature’, ' a (poor, pious) soul *, * a (poor) devil’. 

1573 Tusser Husb. (1878) 208 Like worldly elfe, to moile 
and toile. 1703 De Foe Ref .-Mann. Misc. 69 Magistrates, 
like Pious Elves, Let none be Drunk a Sundays but them- 
selves. a 1849 Hor. Smith Addr. Mmmny viii, Still silent, 
uncommunicative elf. 

0 . Comb. a. appositive, as elf- child, - girl , 

- knight , -lady, -woman ; b. attributive, as elf- 
castle , -dance, -flame , -horn, -house, - land \ -rod; 
elf -like adj. Also elf-arrow, -bolt, a flint arrow- 
head (see Elf-shot) ; also, a belemnite ; elf-bore, 
a hole in a piece of wood, out of which a knot has 
dropped or been driven ; T elf-cake, an enlargement 
of the spleen attributed to the agency of elves 
(cf. Aoue-cake); elf-cup, a small stone perfor- 
ated by friction at a waterfall ; elf-dart « Elf- 
shot 1 ; elf-dock, a name of the Elecampane ; 
elf-fire, ignis fatuus , Will o’ the wisp ; elf-god, 
Cupid ; elf-knot = Elf-lock ; elf-queen, queen 
of the fairies; f elf-skin, a man of shrivelled 
and shrunken form ; elf-stone = Elf-shot 2 ; elf- 
stricken, -struck ppl. a. , bewitched ; also elf- 
striking ^/. sb. ; elf-taken ppl. a. (in quot. elfe 
y-take), bewitched by elves; elf-twisted/^/, a, 
twisted or gnarled by elves ; elf - wort = elf. dock. 
Also Elf-lock, -shoot, -shot. 

1590 in Pitcairn Crim. Trials I. 198 Thow directit George 
Cuik to twa wemen . .for ane *elf-arrow-heid. 1679 Plot 
Staffordsh. (1686) 396 These, .they there [at Aberdeen] call 
Elf- Arrows. 1796 Morse A mer. Geog. II. 151 The stones 
which the country people call elf-arrow heads. 1855 Smed- 
ley Occult Sc. 31 The triangular flints, Belemnites, so 
numerous in Scotland . . are popularly termed Elf arrows. 
1773 Johnson Joum . IVest.Isl, Wks. 1806 IX. 208 The stone 
heads of arrows. .The people call them *elf-bolts. 1883 G. 
Allen Col. Clout’s Gard. xxxix. 223 The neolithic arrows 
came to be regarded as elf-bolts. 2814 Northern Antiq. 404 
Gam.) If you were to look through an *elf-bore in wood. 2579 
Langham Gard. Health 1 1633) 2 To heale the *elfe cake and 
hardnesseof the side. 1586 Lupton 1000 Notable Th. (1675) 
157 The hardness of the side called the Elfcake. 1884 Child 
Ballads n. § 37. 321/2 After some description of the life at the 
*elf-castle. 1856 R. Vaughan Mystics (x86o) II. 74 When 
the *Elf-children scatter gold-dust on the ground. 1810 
Cromek Rem. Nithsdale Song 290 (Jam.) *Elf-cups were 
placed under stabledoors- .as a safeguard against witchcraft. 
1884 Child Ballads n. § 42. 375/1 Why are you so pale, as 
if you had been in an *elf-dance? 1879 Prior Plant-n., 
*El/Dock, the elecampane, from its broad leaves called a 
dock. 2855 Saiedley Occult Sc. 31 The ‘ Ignis fatuus ’ has 
been named Elf fire*. 2884 Child Ballads 11. §42. 375/2 
Olaf , . has to make his way through the *elf-flame. 2871 
Rossetti Poems 9 Poets’ fancies all are there : There the 
*£lf-girls flood with wings Valleys full of plaintive air. X859 
Tennyson Vivien 98, I saw the little *elf-god eyeless once 
In Arthur’s arras hall at Camelot. 1884 Child Ballads 11. 

§ 41. 360/1 Lady Isabel . . hears an *elf-horn. Ibid. § 42. 
375/1 He rides to the hills and comes to an *elf-house. Ibid. 
1. §4. 23/x An /elf-knight, by blowing his hom, inspires 
Lady Isabel with love-longing. 1824 Heber yrtil.ll, xxii. 
416 Ghastly Yogis, with their hair in *elf knots. 1884 Child 
Ballads n. §37. 320/1 The *eif 4 ady’s costume and equip- 
ment. 2483 Cath. Angl. 113 *Elfe lande. 2847 Tennyson 
Princ. in. 357 O sweet and far from. cliff and scar, The horns 
of elfland faintly blowing. 2583- Stan yhurst Aeneis hi. 
(Arb.) 80 Shee sowns, and aft er long -pausing . thus she sayd 
*elflyke. 2841 Lytton Night $ Mom. 1. vi. I. . 65 His. . 
hair hung elf-like and matted down his. cheeks. £1386 


ELF-LOCK. 

Chaucer Wyf Bathes T. 860 The *elf-queen, with hir 
joly compaignye. 2884 Child Ballads 11. § 41. 362/2 He 
strikes her with- an ^elf-rod. 2596 Shaks. x Hen. IV, n. iv. 
270 Away . . you * Elfe -skin. 1778 Phil. Sum. S. Irel. *281* 
I have seen one of those/elf-stones. 1825 Scott Betrothed 
(i860! 299 He looks as if he were *elf-stricken. 1699 
Lhwyd in > Phil. Trans. XXVIII. 99 Some on May Day 
put them into a Tub of Water, and besprinkle all their 
Cattle with that Water, to prevent being *Elf-struck, be- 
witch’d, &c. Ibid., As to this/'Elf-stricking, their Opinion 
is, that the Fairies, .do sometimes carry away Men in the 
Air. a 2500 MS. in Promp. Pam. 138 note , A chylde that 
ys *elfe y-take .. may nat broke hys mete. 1885 Chamb . 
yrnl. 371 Lo— instead of the Hunter in Green, there was 
only a brown withered twig, so *elf-twisted and dry. 2884 
Child Ballads 11. § 29. 259/1 Three *elf- women had been 
not less than fifteen years in weaving it. 1878 Britten & 
Holl., *Elfwort, Inula Helenium. 

tElf, v. Obs. rare- 1 , [f. Elf sb.} trans. To 
tangle or twist (hair) as an elf might do. 

1605 Shaks. Lear n. iii. to lie., elfe all my haires in 
knots. 1721-1800 Bailey, To Elfe the Hair, to tie it up in 
Knots or Ringlets. 

t Elfayde. Obs. Some kind of animal. 

? <22400 MorteArth. 2288 Elfaydes, and Arrabys, and oly- 
fauntez noble. 

Elfliood (e*lfhud). [f. Elf + -hood.] The 
state of being an elf. 

1837 Carlyle Fr. Rev. (1857) 1 . 1. 11. vi. 39 Little elf, or imp 
. . with its withered air of . . completed elf-hood. 

Elfic. rare. [f. Elf + -ic.] Pertaining to an elf. 

2873 Hardwick Trad. Lane. 231 They find it impossible 
to leave their husbands and resume their elfic nature. x886 
C. Rogers See. Life in Scotl. III. 263 Fire had a potent 
influence against all elfic arts. 

Elfin (e*lfin), a. and sb. Also 6-7 elphyne, 
-in, ? 8 Sc. elfan. [Obscurely f. Elf sb. ; app. 
first used by Spenser, and peril, suggested to him 
by the phrase elvene land 1 land of elves’ (see El- 
ven) ; the proper name Elphin in the Arthurian 
romances may possibly have influenced the form.] 

A. adj. 

1. Pertaining to elves ; of elfish nature or origin. 

1596 Spenser A Q. 1. iv. 42 Him litle answerd th’ angry 

Elfin knight. Ibid. 1. x. 65 A Faery, .her base Elfin brood 
there for thee left ; Such, men do Chaungelings call. 1673 
Elphin Knight i. in Child Ballads 1. 15/1 The elphin knight 
sits on yon hill. 1742 Collins Ode iv, 4 His loveliest Elfin 
queen has blest. 2792 S. Rogers Pleas. Mem. 1. 117 Heroes 
. .Whose elfin prowess scaled the orchard-wall. 2808 Scott 
Mann. 111. xxiv, The Elfin knight fell. 1820 Keats St. 
Agnes xxxix, Hark ! 'tis an elfin storm from faery land. 
1828 Carlyle Misc. (1857) I.145 Elfin bells, when the 
Queen of Faery rides by moonlight. 

2. transfi. a. Diminutive, dwarfish, b. Fairy- 
like, full of strange charm. 

1796-7 Coleridge Poems (1862) 28 The elfin tribe .. Re- 
leased from school. 1873 Dixon Two Queens 111 , xvu ii. 
291 From childhood she had been a bright and elfin creature. 

B. sb. 1 . = Elf ; also atirib. 

1596 Spenser F. Q. i. x. 60 And thou, fair eymp. .accompted 
Elfins sonne. 2807 Crabbe Birth Flattery 128 A wicked 
elphin, roved this land around. 1840 Hood Up Rhine 69 
Elfins . . swarm in their romantic mythology. 1864 Skeat 
Uhland’s Poems 307 Darling, join the elfin-dance 'Neath 
the stars’ and moonlight’s glance. 

f2. Sc. ? Elf-land. 

2567-83 Simpill Ballades 210 Ane carling of the Quene 
of Phareis The ewill win geir to elphyne careis. a x8oo Q. 
of Elfan’ s Nourice iii. in Child Ballads 11. 359/1 Waken, 
Queen of Elfan, An hear your nourice moan, a 1802 
Voting Tamlane vi. ibid. 508/1 The Queen o Elfin will gie 
a cry. 

3. transfi. A child. 

1741 Shenstone Schoolmistress (1794), In those elfins* ears 
[she] would oft deplore The times. 1804 j. Grahame Sabbath 
(1839) 19/1 Then would he teach the elfins how to plait The 
rushy cap. 

Hence E*lfLndom, nonce-wd., the estate of the 
elves. 

2886 Harper's Mag. May 838 The traditional type of 
elfindom. 

Elfish. (e*lfij), a. [f. Elf + -tsh.] Pertaining 
to elves ; weird, spectral ; of the nature of an elf, 
resembling an elf ; tricksy, mischievous ; formerly 
also of inanimate things, unmanageable, intract- 
able. See Elvish. 

The older form Elvish is still the more usual ; but jn some 
connexions elfish might be preferred on account of its more 
obvious relation to the primitive sb. 

2543 Udall Erasm. Apoph . 296 b, The Cypres tree .. 
is elfishe and frowarde to spryng vp. 1583 Stanyhurst 
Aeneis 11. (Arb.) 68 The goast of verye Creiisa . . mad_ her 
elfish aparance. arjgx Vng. Tom Linexv. in Child Ballads 
11. 343/2 If my lord were an earthly knight, As he’s an elfish 
grey. 1798 Coleridge Anc. Mariner iv. xii, The elfish 
light Fell off in hoary flakes, a 1802 Vng. Tamlane xxxii. 
in Child Ballads 11. 354/2 Then would I never tire . . Ip 
Elfish land to dwell. 2856 Kane Arct. Expl. I. xxviii. 
372 Three men, Ootuniak, our elfish rogue Myouk, and a 
stranger. 1876 Freeman Norm. Conq. I. App. 770 The 
elfish names are mainly English. 

Elf-lock (e lfiVk). In 6 , 9 pi. elves-locks. 
[f. Elf + Lock (of hair).] A tangled mass of 
hair, superstitiously attributed to the agency of 
elves, esp. Queen Mab : ‘ which it was not fortu- 
nate to disentangle’ (Nares). 

2592 Shaks. Rom. ty ful. 1. iv. 90 Elf-locks [*623 elk- 
locks]. 2596 Lodge Wits Miserie (Halliw.), Curl’d and 
full of elves-locks. 2637 Heywood Dialogues xvii. Wks. 
1874 VI. 241 What though my thin and unkemb’d scattered 
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haire Fell in long Elfe-locks from my scalpe, now bare ? 2820 
Gent l . Mag. LXXXVL i. 214 Their hair remains matted 
and wreathed in elves-locks. 1848 Kingsley Saint's Frag, 
11. iv. 84 The listless craftsmen through their elf-locks 
scowled. 

Hence E*lf-locked ppl. a., having elf-locks or 
tangled hair. 

*647 R. Stapylton Juvenal vii. 83 The elfe-lockt fury all 
her snakes had shed. 

Elfship (e*lffip). nonce-wd . [f. Elf + -ship ; 
cf. his lordship.] The personality of an elf. 

1812 W. Tennant A ns ter F. vi. xxxix, The gown in which 
her elf-ship was arrayed. 

E*lf-sllOOtj v. north . dial. [f. Elf + Shoot 
( after Elf-shot jA).] trans. * To shoot, as the 
vulgar suppose, with an elf-arrow.’ (Jam.) 

£1758 Ramsay Poems ( 1800) IX. 66 Nine braw nowt 
were smoor'd, Three elf-shot were. 1778 Phil Surv. S. 
Irel. 281 When these animals are seized with a certain dis- 
order . . they say they are elf-shot. 1806 Falls of Clyde 120 
(jam.) You'll a warlock turn . . Elfshoot our Ky. 187a 
Hardwick Trad. Lane. 138 It secures their cattle . . from 
being elfshot by fairies, etc. 

E lf-shot. [f. Ei.f sb. + Shot ] 

1 . 4 Disease, supposed to be produced by the im- 
mediate agency of evil spirits ’ (Jam.). 

[czooo Ags. Leeclid. III. 54 Ylfa gescot.] 1681 Glanvill 
Saddiicismus (17261 398 The sickness of William Black 
was an Elf-shot, 1841 Borrow Zincali (1843) I* r * via. 
148 Shepherds and cowherds are most exposed to the effects 
of the elf-shot. 

2 . Sc. A Hint arrow-head ; see quot. 

1769 Pennant Tour Scot l (1774) 101 Elf-shots ,. are sup- 
posed to be weapons shot by fairies at cattle. 

+ B‘lger. Obs. [?f. OE. sd eel + gar spear. 
Cf. Flem. aalgeer, elger , an eel-spear, of which 
the Eng. word may possibly be an adoption.] An 
eel-spear: see Algere. 

c 1440 Promp. Parv. 138 Elyer, or elger, fysebaris instru- 
ment; anguillaris, fuscina, fragidica, dent at a. Ibid. 186 
Garfangyl, or elger : anguillaria, anguillare. 

Eli, var. of Ele oil. Obs. 

Eliad, obs. var. of Oeillade, glance. 

Eliasite (/brasoit). Min. [f. Elias , name of a 
mine at Joachimsthal.] Hydrous oxide of uranium, 
of a brown colour and resin-like appearance. 

1832 Shepard Min. 2 66 Eliasite occurs in flattened pieces 
half an inch thick. 1880 Dana Min. § 209 Eliasite. In 
amorphous masses more or less resin I ike in aspect , or like gum. 

+ Eliba tion. Obs.-* [as if ad. L. *elibdtidn- 
em f. e out + libdre to pour out a libation.] A 
tasting or offering sacrifices. 

1656 in Blount. 2722-2732 in Bailey. 
t Eli ciate, V. Obs. rare- 1 , [irreg. f. L. elic-ere 
to Elicit + -ate ; cf. next.] trans. To draw out. 

1651 Biggs New Disp. 147 To eliciate all the purulent 
matter at once out of an. Aposteme, is not good, 
f Elixient, a. Obs. rare- 1 , [ad. L. elicient-em y 
pr. pple. of elic-ere to Elicit.] That performs an 
‘elicit act’. Cf. Elicit a. 

1617 Collins Def Bp. Ely 11. ix. 359 It springs from the 
vertue of relligion in the mind of him that yeilds it, as the 
original of his act, <& yet imperant only, not elicient ; diri- 
gent, not exequent, as your School-men loue to speak, 
t Elicit (ili sit), a. Philos . Obs. [ad. L. elicit - 
us, pa. pple. of elicere to draw forth.] 

Of an act : Evolved immediately from an active 
power or quality; opposed to imperate. 

The ‘elicit acts' of the will are its internal acts (Le. the 
volitions themselves) ; its * imperate acts ' are the external 
acts ‘commanded' by it. In Ethics , the ‘elicit acts' of a 
particular virtue are those essentially implied in its defini- 
tion ; its ‘imperate acts’ are those which it may under 
peculiar circumstances require. 

. 1624 F. White Re pi Fisher 544 Satisfaction sometimes 
importeth all the actions elicite or imperate, which a sinner 
must perforate. 1646 S. Bolton A rraignm. Err. 314 Not . . 
the . . elicite acts of conscience, but the imperate, com- 
manded and externall acts. 1660 Jer. Taylor Duct. Dubit. 
11. iii. § 6 I. 411 The imperate acts . . of the Vertue of one 
Commandment must not contradict the elicite acts of an- 
other. 1665 Glanvill Seeps. Set. 26 Experience ..attests 
that our Wills determine . . our corporeal motions . . What 
else means the distinction of the Schools of actions imperate 
and elicit ? 1693 G. Firmin Rev. Mr. Davis' Vind. i. 9 Can 
the Elicite Act of the Will be forced, and yet the Essence 
of the Will be preserved? 1751 Chambers Cycl. s. v. Will. 
Elicit (Hr sit), v. Also 7-8 elicite. [f. L. 
elicit- ppl. stem of elicere : see prec.] 

1 . trans. To draw forth (what is latent or po- 
tential) into sensible existence. Also jig. 

i6 4* J. Jackson True Evang. T. m. 178 The former 
method, of shewing how to elicite . . the five-fold profit of 
Doctrine, Redargution, Correction, Instruction, and Con- 
solation. 1647 if* More Poems 138 And when he hath that 
life elicited. 1677 Hale Prim. Orig. Man. 1. iii. 76 Which 
seminal Principle is . . derived and elicited from the Plant 
or Animal. 1791 Cowper Iliad xin. 503 Elicited a tinkling 
sound. 1837 J. H. Newman Proph. Office Ch. 157 They 
elicit. . the innate sense of right and wrong. 1833 Robertson 
Serm. Ser. in. x. 127 A corrupt heart elicits in an hour all 
that is bad in us. i860 Adler Fauriets Prov. Poetry xil 
251 Having elicited sparks from two flints he lighted a large 
fire. 1877 L. Morris Epic Hades n. 92 Only suffering., can 
®hcit The perfumes of the soul. 

2 . To bring out, educe (principles, truths, etc.) 
from the data in which they are implied. Also, 
to extract, draw out (information) from a person 
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by interrogation ; sometimes with object clause in- 
troduced by that. 

2677 Hale Prim. Orig. Man. 1. L 25 Although . . the very 
same truths may be elicited. 2795 Burke Scarcity Wks. 
VII. 382 Legislative acts . . require the exactest detail . . in 
order . , to elicit principles. 1843 J. H. Newman Ess. De~ 
velopni. 402 The pressure of the controversy elicited . . a 
truth. 2875 J owett Plato (ed. 2) V. 88 The matter in dispute 
should be clearly elicited from the contending parties. 
Mod, It was at length elicited that a bribe had been offered. 

8 . To draw forth, evoke (a response, manifesta- 
tion, etc.) from a person. 

1822 Q. Rev. XXVII, 92 He could not elicit a syllable 
from him on the subject. 2847 Disraeli Tancred 1. vi.(i87i) 

33 The exploits . . elicited frequent bursts of laughter, i860 
Tyndall Glac. 1. § 23. 188 The edge of one [fissure] which 
elicited other sentiments than those of admiration. 

Elicit, obs. pa. pple. of prec. 

1671 True Non-Con f. 453 A .. scant act of justice, elicit 
by a visible State-con veniency. 

tEli'citate, v. Obs. [f. L. elicit- (see Elicit v.) 

+ -ate.] — Elicit. 

1647 H. More Poems 239 Thus may a skilful man hid truth 
elicitate. 

Elicitation (Hbsit^-Jnn). [f. as prec. +-ation.] 
The action of eliciting or drawing forth. (See j 
quots. and cf. Elicit a .) 

1656 Hobbes Liberty , Access. <$• Ch. (1841) 283 By elicita- 
tion, he understands a persuading or enticing with flattering 
words . . That elicitation which the Schools intend, is a de- 
ducing of the power of the will into act. 1874 O. Brownson 
Wks. V. 573 That the elicitation of the act is not necessary 
. . to salvation. 

t Elicitive (ilrsitiv), a. Obs. [as if ad. L. 
e licit ivus, f. elicere : see Elicit and -ive.] Per- 
taining to, of the nature of, ‘ elicit acts ’ ; cf. Elicit a. 

1624 F. White Repl. Fisher 323 None of these actions are 
the formall or elicitiue actions of Religion. 1660 Stillingfl. 
Iren. 1. ii. (1662) 41 The internal, formal, elicitive power of 
Order, concerning things in the Church. 

Elicitor (ilrsitei). [f. Elicit v. + -or.] One 
who elicits or draws forth. 

1839 Bailey Festus (1854) 137 The death dispeller, life 
elicitor. i860 Tristram Gt. Sahara xix. 320 The most 
skilful elicitor of statistics and traditions I ever met with. 
Elieumpany, obs. form of Elecampane. 

Elide (£bi*d), v. Also 7 Sc. elid. [ad. L. 
elTd-ere to crush out, f. e out + Ivedere to dash.] 
fl. trans. To destroy, annihilate (the force of 
evidence). Obs. 

1593 Hooker Eccl. Pol. iv. iv, The force and strength of 
their arguments is elided. 1637 Gillespie Eng, Pop. Cerem. 
iii. vii. 1 17 Which doth elude and elide all that which they 
alleadge. 1688 Ess. Magistracy in Harl. Misc. I. 9 They 
transfer a necessity of eliding them by clearer evidences. 

h. Law, esp. Sc. To annul, do away with, 
quash, rebut. [So elidere in Roman Law.] 

1397 Acts Jas. VI. (1816) 126 They wald haue elidit and 
stayit the samyn to haue bene put to ony probatioun. 1609 
Skene Reg.Maj. 115 He may., take away, elid, and ex- 
clude his Lthe persewer’s] action, clame, and petition. 1754 
Erskine Princ. Sc. Law (1809) 109 The concurring testi- 
mony of the husband and wife ..is sufficient to elide this 
legal presumption. 1828 Scott Hrt. Midi, xii, Whilk un- 
certainty is sufficient to elide the conclusions of the libel. 
1880 Muirhead Gains iv. § 124 He may . . elide the exception. 

2. To strike out, suppress, pass over in silence. 

1847 Grote Greece ii. xxx. IV. 153 Many of them made 

the still greater historical mistake of eliding these last four 
years altogether. 1851 Sir F. Palgrave Norm. $ Eng. I. 
750 Gibbon and Sismondi have elided these monarchs. 1870 
Bowen Logic (ed. 2) 133 The predesignations of quantity. . 
belonging to the Predicate are usually elided in expression. 

3. Gram. To omit (a vowel, or syllable) in pro- 
nunciation. Hence Eli-ded ppl. a. 

1796 Brit. Crit. (T.), The consonant belonging to the 
elided syllable. 1851 Sir F. Palgrave Norm. <$• Eng, I. 

g Some sounds elided, others exaggerated. 2867 A. J. 

llis E. E. Promote. 1. iv. 342 It must remain an unde- 
cided question whether Chaucer would or would not have 
elided the vowel. 

t E'ligent. Obs. [ad. L. eligent-em , pr. pple. 
of eligere to choose.] One who chooses; also, 
one who elects (to an office) ;.== Elector. 

a 1670 Hacket A bp. Williams u. (1692) 202 In Polonia . . 
the ehgents who make the King by their vote, are tyed fast 
by their oaths. 1688 Norris Theory Love (1694) 198 That 
which determines the Choice of the Eligent. 
f Elight, v. Obs. var. (? misprint) of Alight. 
1342 Udall Erasm. Apoph. 200 a He had brought the 
horse backe again and had elighted down. 

Eligibility (edidgibrliti)- [f. next ; see -ity.] 

1. Fitness to be chosen or preferred. 

1630 Ter. Taylor Hol^ Dyvig vi. iii. (T.) Sickness hath 
some degrees of eligibility, at least by an after-choice. 
1688 Norris Theory Lorre 1. v. 57 Evill . . must in order to 
eligibility be considered under the formality of good. 

2. The condition of being eligible to an office. 
1715 Loud. Gaz. No. 5387/1 The Imperial Ambassador 
solicited the Pope for a Brief of Eligibility to the Church 
of Munster. _ 1771 Burke Sp. Middx . Election Wks. X. 69 
The eligibility of persons to serve in Parliament 1815 
Hist. Univ. Cambridge I. 130 The eligibility to which [fel- 
lowships] is not subject to any. . limitations. 1844 Ld. 
Brougham Brit. Const, vii. (1862) 95 Without any restriction 
whatever upon eligibility, except the period of infancy. 

! 3. concr. in pi. Eligible courses of action ; also, 

j qualities that render (a man) eligible. 

1660 Jer. Taylor Duct. Dubit. iv. i. § 1 II. 440 fGod] hath 
I set before us eligibilities in order to several ends which 


must either be wholly to no purpose, or. .to evil purpose, or 
else . . to a very good purpose. 2863 Carlyle Fredk. Gt. 
II. vii. i. 237 These are his eligibilities, recommending him 
at Berlin. 

Eligible (eiidgibl), a. Also 6 elygyble, 8 
elegibie. [a. Fr. eligible , as if ad. L. *etigibilis f. 
eligere to choose.] 

1. Fit or proper to be chosen (for an office or 
position). Coast, for , f of, to (an office), into (a 
corporation). 

2562 in W. H. Turner Select Rea Oxford 283 The Mayre 
shold be elygyble. 1604 Edmonds Observ. Caesar's C onem. 

2 These foureteene were such as had serued fiue yeares in 
the warres, whereby they became eligible of that dignifcfo, 
2655 Fuller Ch. Hist. iii. 116 Four Essentials are requisite 
in the Persons Eligible into this Order. 1723 Frideaux 
Direct. Ch.- Wardens (ed. 4) 44 All others are Elegibie, 
1789 Constit . U.S. ii. § 1 No person except a natural born 
citizen .. shall be eligible to the office of president. *832 
tr. Sismondi’ s Hal. Rep. vi. 135 They ordained that a 
general list of all the eligible citizens . . should be formed. 
2833 Bright.!?/. India 3 June, The natives of India were 
declared to be eligible to any office. 2863 H. Cox Instit 
1. viii. 224 A member of Parliament cannot, without va- 
cation of his seat, be eligible for any other place. 

2. t a. Subject to appointment by election, (obs.) 
b. ( nonce-use ). That can be elected (in a certain 
manner). 

1660 R. Coke Power <$• Subf. 108 King Henry the First 
being requested by the Bishop of Rome to make them [the 
Bishops] eligible. 1739 Selden’s Laws Eng. 11. iv. 24 note. 
Both the Chancellor and other Great Officers of State were 
originally eligible by the Parliament. 2843 Carlyle Past 
$ Pr. (1858) 267 Elected and eligible by bribery. 

3. Fit or deserving to be chosen or adopted. 

2603 Holland Plutarch’s Mor. 2067 What greater con- 
trariety can there be, as touching things eligible or re- 
fusable, than to say that, etc. 1655-60 Stanley Hist. 
Philos. (1701) 192/1 That he conceiveth the Vertues to be 
eligible in theselves, is manifest. 2748 Anson Voy. 1. ix. 
(ed. 4> 1 20 The most eligible manner of doubling Cape Horn. 
2852 Carlyle Sterling 1. xi, It was fixed upon as the 
eligiblest course. 2856 Stanley Sinai 4* Pal. ii. (1858) 
233 In this equality of mountains, all were alike eligible. 

b. That is a matter of choice or preference. 

1769 Burke Corr, 12844) I. 182, I never looked upon this 
method of petition to the Crown as a thing eligible, but as 
a matter of urgent and disagreeable necessity. 2856 Per- 
rier Inst. Metaph. Introd. 71 Our selection of a new ques- 
tion, as^ our starting point, is not simply convenient, it 
constraining : it is not eligible, but inevitable. 

4. (A weakening of sense 3 :) That one would 
choose or like : Desirable, acceptable, suitable. 

2761 Hume Hist. Eng. II. xxiii. 75 The condition of the 
commons was nowise eligible. 1803 Mar. Edgeworth 
Mor. T. (1826) I. x. 82 He resolved . . to seek some other 
more eligible situation. 2854 Thackeray Newcomes 222 
Not a very eligible admirer for darling Rosey. 1863 Faw- 
cett Pol. Econ. n. x. 282 It provides them with the most 
eligible investment for their savings. 2872 Napheys Prev, 
$ Cure Dis, r. v. 164 Eligible property. 

5. quasi- sb. in pi. JEligible persons or things. 

2844 Calcutta Rev. I. 10 There is no scarcity of brides ; 

and merchants’ clerks and Ensigns are el igibles. 1830 Mrs, 
Stowe U?icle Tom’s C. xv. 131 She had, of course, all the 
eligibles and non-eligibles of the other sex sighing at her 
feet. 2881 Athenaeum 23 July 107/3 A choice or preference 
of eligibles. 

Hence Eligibly adv., in an eligible manner. 

2815 Jane Austen Emma 11. ii. 238 Eligibly and happily 
settled. 

Eligug. dial. Also 7 elegug, lielegug, 
9 eligoog. [Derivation unknown : Prof. Rhys 
and the Rev. Silvan Evans do not know it as 
Welsh.] A local name (in South Pembrokeshire) 
applied to certain sea-birds, the Common Guille- 
mot, the Puffin, and the Razor-bill. 

2662 Ray Three I tin. in, 176 This name, elegug, some 
attribute to the puffin, and some to the guillem. 2676 
Willughby Omithologia 244 Anas Artica [i.e. the Puffin] 
Wallis meridionalibus circa Tenby oppidum Guldenhead, 
Bottle-nose & helegug. 2867 Smyth Sailor’s Word-bk 
Eligugs . . called also razor-bills. 2883 Harper's Mag. 
Feb. 350/1 Gulls, razor-bills, and puffins — the birds called 
locally [m Pembroke] ‘eligoogs’. 

+ Eli'ke, adj. and adv. Obs. Also 4-6 eUR, 
-yk, -yche. A variant form of Alike q. v. 

A. adj. Alike, equal. 

1523 Douglas AEtteis vi. xiv. 50 Schynand with elyk [v.r. 
elik] armes paregate. 2555 Scotch Acts , Mary (1814) 507 
That the elike lettre of naturalitie be grantit..to all.. the 
said King of Frances subiectis. .in the realme of Scotland. 

b. Comb, elike-dele adv., similarly ; elikwis 
adv. =Alikewise. 

a 2400 Alexander 4157 J>e entring of be equinox it euire 
elike-dele kyndils. 1488 Act. Audit 2x3 (Jam.) The said 
Laurence is elik wiss bundin. 2495 Acc. Ld. High Treas. 
Scot I. 268 Item to the portaris, elikwis. .x. Ii. 

B. adv. 

<21300 Cursor M. 9984 (G 5 tt.) pat lasted euer elike [v.r. 
ilik, iliche, elyke] new. Ibid. 25106 pi will in erd be wroght 
elik. a 1400 Ibid. 18446 (Laud) There lyf is lastyng euya: 
elyche. 

t ETimate, V. Obs~° [f. L. elimat- ppl. stem 
of ellmare, f. e out + lima a file.] trans . To file 
up ; to polish. 

2656 in Blount Glossogr. 1736 in Bailey. 1775 in Ash. 
2847 in Craig ; and in mod. Diets, 
t Blima tion. Obs.—* [ad. L. elTmdtion-em, 
f. ellmare : see prec.] Filing up or polishing. 
1678 in Phillips. *725 in Kersey. 2722-2800 in Bailey, 
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ELITE. 


EliminaMe (ftrminab’l), a. [see Eliminate 
and -able,] Capable of being eliminated. 

x86a F. Hall Hindu Philos. Syst. 258 Its being- elimin- 
jable by right apprehension, on the ground of its falseness, 
is thus established. 

Eliminant ( flrminant), a. and sb. [ad. L. 
elimindnt-em , pr. pple. of elimindre : see next.] 

A. adj. Expulsive ; having power to throw off 
by the excretions (Syd. Sec. Lex.'). 

„ 1876 Baetholow Mai. Med. (1879) 262 The curative power 
‘..is ...due to its eliminant action on the mucous and cu- 
taneous surfaces. 

B. sb. The result of eliminating n variables 
between n homogeneous equations of any degree. 

2882 Burnside & Panton Theor. Equations xiii. 140 The 
quantity R is . . called their Resultant or Eliminant 3885 
Athenaeum rx Apr. 477/3 Eliminants and Associated Roots. 

Eliminate (fli'iniB^t), v. [f. L. elimindt- ppl. 
stem of elimindre to thrust out of doors, expel, 
f. e out of +■ limen, limin-is , threshold.] 

1. trans. To thrust out of doors, expel. Now 
somewhat humorous. 

1368 Abp. Parker Lett. (1852) 314 To help eliminate out 
of his [God’s] house this offendicle. 16x0 G. Fletcher 
Christ's Viet. To Rdr., The secound sorte thearfore, that 
eliminate Poets out of their citie gates. 2848 Thackeray 
Van. Fairxiv, From which [room], with the most engaging 
politeness, she eliminated poor Ferkin. 

fb. To carry out of doors, divulge (secrets). 
Obs. [Cf. Hor. Ep. 1 . v. 5 .] 

3608 Tuvil Essayes 115. a 2619 Fotherby Atheom. % 1. x. 
§ 4 (1622) 100 He did eliminate, and divulge the mysteries of 
their gods. 1618 Hales Gold. Rem. (1673) II. 64 Whatsoever 
• ,we do, is.. presently eliminated and carried to them. 
j f e. To release/set at liberty. Obs. rare — \ 

174a Young Nt. Th. ix. 588 Eliminate my spirit, give it 
range Through provinces of thought yet unexplor’d. 
i'2. To pass the threshold of, come out of. rare~\ 
ax6$& Lovelace. Snail in Poems (1864) 209 Th’art hood 
all ore, And ne’r eliminat’st thy dore. 

8 . a. Phys. To expel from the body; esp. to 
get rid of (waste matter, foreign substances, etc.) 
from the tissues by excretion. Tb. Chem. To dis- 
engage, expel (a constituent) from a compound. 

2794-6 E. Darwin Zoon. (1801) I. 496 A week or two 
are required to eliminate the mercury from the constitu- 
tion. 2835-6 Todd Cycl. Anat. I. 66/1 The infant just 
eliminated from the uterus. 2859 Darwin Grig. Spec. iv. 
(2878) 73 Certain plants excrete sweet juice . . for the sake 
of eliminating something injurious from the sap. 1877 
senthal Muscles $ Nerve? 87 An add is formed, which is. . 
again eliminated and carried away by the blood. 

4. gen. To expel, exclude, remove, get rid of. 
Used both with reference to material and non- 
material objects. 

1714 Lowth Comm . Isa. Prel.Diss. 62 To be able to dis- 
charge and eliminate the errors. 2846 Grote Greece 1. xvi. 
I. 533 The . . tendency of Herodotus to eliminate from the 
myths the idea of special aid from the gods. 1862 Goschen 
For. Exck. 10 Eliminating middle men and intermediate 
profits. 1871 R. H. Hutton Ess. II. 306 Miss Bronte finds 
jt needful to eliminate the supernatural. 1877 W. Thomson 
Voy. Challenger I. i. 30 Which enables the potash to be 
eliminated from the apparatus. 1877 J. E. Carpenter tr. 
Tide s Hist. Relig. 32 All mythological expressions have 
probably been eliminated. 

b. Jig. To ignore, treat as non-existent, set 
aside as irrelevant (certain elements of a question 
or concept). 

1850 Kingsley Alt. Loche ii. (1879) 30, I forgot the Cor- 
sair’s sinful trade . . I honestly eliminated the bad element. 
2859 Thackeray Virgin, vi. (1878) 47 Eliminating him from 
the argument. 1870 Lubbock Grig. Civiliz. i. 11875) 3 We 
must eliminate these customs from our conception of that 
condition. 

5. Algebra. To get rid of (one or more quanti- 
ties) from an equation or set of equations ; esp. to 
get rid of (one or more of the unknown quantities) 
in simultaneous equations by combining two or 
more of the equations ; also, to get rid of (one or 
more of the variables) from an analytical equation. 

1845 Penny Cycl. xst Suppl. I. s.v., If by means of one of 
these we eliminate p from the rest, the process . . would 
allow of our eliminating both x and y by one equation only. 
3875.T0DHUNTER Algebra 89 By this process we are said to 
eliminate the unknown quantity which does not appear in 
the singl e equation. 1882 Minch in Unipl. Kinemat. 237 
Eliminate x between the given relations. 

' : ifig, .1844 Gladstone Glean. V. ii. 82 The Church, .might 
be eliminated like a constant quantity from among those 
fluent materials with which history is conversant. 

*11 6 . Incorrectly used for : To disengage, isolate, 
extract (particular elements) from a compound; 
to disentangle (a fact, a principle) from a mass of 
confused details ; hence, to elicit, deduce. 

2843 P°r; $ Col Q. Rev. II. 337 It being . . impossible that 
such infinite ideas as God, eternity, etc. .. could ever be 
eliminated by either the will, the reason, or the finite evi- 
dence of the finite senses. 2850 M c Cosh Div. Govt, iv. i. 
§ 2. 455 We have sought to eliminate the truth by exhibiting 
nature in its full and living action. 2835 Bain Senses fy 
Int. in. ii. § 33 (1864) 523 He would . . eliminate the main 
fact from all the confusing circumstantials. 2872 H. Mac- 
millan True Vine iii. 97 The roots, indeed, eliminate 
nourishment from the soil. 2877 E. Conder Bas. Faith 
iv. 183 The corrupt use of * eliminate * for 4 educe ’. 

Elimination (i'lkmin.fVjon). [n. of action f. 
L. eltminare : see Eliminate and -ation,] 
fl. a. The .action of turning persons out of 


doors, or expelling them from their country ; the 
fact of being thus expelled, b. Divulgation of 
secrets (cf. Eliminate#. 1 b.). c. (See quot. 1809.) 

2601 Bp. W. Barlow Defense 175 Fabulous eliminations 
of hels secrets. 2624-47 Bp. Hall Rent. Whs. (1660 ) 201 The 
Jews, .after all their disgracefull eliminations. 2809 Edin. 
Rev. XIV. Apr. 20 The process of excluding this proportion 
[of the French Legislative Assembly] is entitled elimination. 

2 . gen. Expulsion, casting out, getting rid of 
anything, whether material or immaterial. 

2627 Donne Serm. 221 This difference gives no occasion 
to an Elimination to an extermination of those books which 
we call Apocryphall. 2833 Sir W. Hamilton in Edin. Rev. 
Apr. 205 An elimination of those less precise and appro- 
priate significations, which, etc. 1862 H. Spencer First 
Princ. 1. i. § 1 (2875)4 The elimination of individual errors 
of thought. 1878 A. Green Coal 171 The gradual elimina- 
tion of the oxygen and the concentration of the carbon still 
go forward. 1883 H. Drummond Nat. Law in Spir. IV i. 
(1884) 28 The elimination of mystery from the universe is 
the elimination of Religion. _ 

3 . Phys. The process of throwing off (effete and 
waste matter) from the tissues. 

2855 Bain Senses $ Int. 11. i.§ 21 (1864)94 The elimination 
of waste matter from the skin is promoted by exercise. 1877 
Rosenthal Muscles <$• Nerves 87 In the death-stiffening this 
elimination cannot occur, 
b. transf. and jig. 

2859 Darwin Grig. Spec. xv. (1873'' 405 This elimination of 
sterility apparently follows from the same cause. 2872 — 
Desc. Man I. v. 172 Some elimination of the worst dispo- 
sitions Is always in progress. 1873 H. /Spencer Study 
Sociol. xiv. 346 That natural process of elimination by which 
society continually purifies itself. 

4 . Algebra. (See Eliminate v. 5.) 

1845 Penny Cycl. 1st Suppl. I. s.v., As to equations which 
are not purely algebraical . . we cannot . , say that there is 
any organized method of elimination existing, except that 
of solution. 1881 Burnside & Panton Theor. Equations 
xiii. (1866) 140 We now proceed to show how the elimination 
may be performed so as to obtain the quantity R. 

*05. catachr. The process of selecting and abstract- 
ing some special element ; also, the process of dis- 
entangling an essential fact or principle from a 
mass of confused details. Cf. Eliminate 6. 

1869 G. C. Wallich in Set, Opm 10 Feb. 272/2 The eli- 
mination from the surrounding waters of the elements en- 
tering into the composition of body-substance. 1850 Maurice 
Mar. Sf Met. Philos, e d. 2) I. 159 He [Plato] was not able 
to apply his dialectic to the elimination of this idea from 
the names or facts in which it was imbedded. 1854 Faraday 
in Led. on. Educ. 68 [ Hypotheses] of the utmost value in 
the elimination of truth. 

Eliminative (zlrminativ), a. rare. [f. L. 
elimindt - ppl. stem of eliminate (see Elimin- 
ate #.) + -ive.] That eliminates or tends to 
eliminate ; concerned or employed in eliminating. 
Const, of. (See senses of the vb.) 

1861 Wynter Soc. Bees 278 There can be no congestion of 
the internal eliminative organs. 1861 Sat. Rev. 18 M ay 51 x 
Baxter’s habit of mind might be called essentially elimina- 
tive. 1883 T. M. Post Serin., Anniv. Exerc. Jacksonville , 
III. 51 [Protestant principles] are naturally . . curative or 
eliminative of the poison of despotism or intolerance. 1883 
Harper’s Mag. June 123/2 Diarrhoea presents itself under 
two chief forms — irritative and eliminative. 

Eliminator (/lrmiiiritei). [as if a. L. * elimin- 
ator, agent-noun f. elimindre to Eliminate.] He 
who or that which eliminates. 

1883 Forin. Rev. Feb. 197 The sarcastic .. get rid of it 
[malice] by its proper eliminator — the tongue. 

Eliminatory (ilrminteri), a. rare. [f. L. 
elimindt - (see prec.) + -ory,] Of or pertaining 
to elimination ; esp. in Phys. 

2847- 9 Cycl. A nat. IV. 103/2 Deposits . . tend to produce 
eliminatory action. 2883 G. H. Taylor Health by Exerc. 
380 Fails . . sensibly to promote the eliminatory processes. 
Eling e, var. Eyling, Obs., ‘wing’ of a building. 
Elinge, var. foim of Elenge. Obs. 
f Eliminate, V. Obs. rare - 1 . [f. L. elingudt- 
ppl. stem of elingua-re, f. e out + lingua tongue.] 
trans. To deprive of the tongue. 

2609 J. Davies Holy Roods D4E The Diu’ll that Diu’ll 
elinguate for his doome. 

Hence Elinguartion. Obs .~ 0 The cutting out 

of the tongue. 

2731 and 1736 in Bailey. 1775 in Ash ; and in mod. Diets, 
t Elrngued, Obs. rare— 1 , [as if f. a vb. 
*elingue , ad. L. elingudre (see prec.) + -ED,] De- 
prived of the tongue; hence fig. tongue-tied, 
speechless, dumb. 

2627 Feltham Resolves n. § 37 Wks. (1677) 234 Fear., 
often leaves him . . quite elingued. 2656 in Blount Gloss. 

[1775 Ash has Elinguid, citing _ Coles, who has only 
Elingued. So 1847 in Craig; and in mod. Diets.] 
tEli*C[uament. Obs. [as if ad. L. *eliqudment- 
um, f. eliqud-re to clarify, strain.] * A fat juice 
squeezed out of fksh 9 (Phillips 1 678), 

1625 Cockeram:, Eliquament , fatnesse of fish, or flesh. 
2656 m Blount Glossogr. 2722-1800 in Bailey. 2775 in Ash; 
and mod/ Diets. 

Eliquate (e-likwrit), v. Also 7 eliquat. [f. 
L. eliquat- ppl. stem of eliqudre, f. e out + liquare 
to melt.] 

+ 1 . trans. a. To melt (by heat), fuse. b. To 
liquefy, c. To cause to flow freely. Obs. 

2621 Venner Tobacco (1650) 426 It eliquateth the pinguie 
substance of the kidnies. 1638 A. Read Chirurg. iv. 28 


Immoderat heat doth eliquat or melt the humours. 2684 tr 
Bond’s Merc. Compit. xix. 742 Such [Diuretieks] as .. only 
plentifully eliquate the Urine. 2710 T. Fuller Pkarm 
Extemp. 244 It eliquates the Blood, dilutes the Juices. 

2 . To separate by fusion; to smelt (an ore). 

1879 G. Gladstone Antimony , The ore to be eliquated 

Eliquation (elikw^-Jbn). [ad.L. eliqudtion-em, 
n. of action f. as prec.] * 

1 . The action or process of converting into a 
liquid; liquefaction. Obs. 

2651 Biggs New Disp. 7 2 A rneer putrefactive eliquation 
of the bloud. 1710 T. Fuller Pharm. Extemp. 180 The 
Eliquation . ; of . . obstructing Phlegm. 2757 Phil. Tram, 
L. 136 Its eliquation indeed could not be so remarkable as 
in pure alum. 

2 . (See quots.) Cf. Eltquate 2. 

^753 Chambers Cycl. Stepp,, Eliquation in metallurgy is a 
separation of the different parts of mixed bodies by the dif- 
ferent degrees of fire required to melt them. 2822 Imison Sc. 
§ Art II. 224 To separate . . a small quantity of silver from* 
much copper ,, the process called eliquation is resorted to. 
1881 Raymond Mining Glass., Eliquation, separating aii 
alloy by heating it so as to melt the more fusible of its in- 
gredients, but not the less fusible. 

t Eli*quidate, V. Obs. rare- 1 , [f. E- preff 
+ Liquidate.] trans. To make clear, explain. 
2596 Harjngton (title) Metamorphosis of Ajax, Wherein 
.. is plainly, openly* & demonstratively declared, explaned, 
& eliquidated. . how vnsauerie places may be made sweet. 

Elision (zircon), [ad. L. elisidn-em , f. elidere : 
see Elide.] 

1 . The action of dropping out or suppressing 
a. a letter or syllable in pronunciation ; b. a pas- 
sage in a book or connecting links in discourse. 
Also an instance of either of these. 

2582 Sidney A pol. Poetrie (Arb.) 70 The Italian is so full 
of V owels, that it must euer be cumbred with Elisions. 
1589 Puttenham Eng. Poesie u. xii[ij. (Arb.) 129 If there 
were no cause of elision. 1720 Steele Tatler No. 230. 1*6 
The . . Elisions, by which Consonants of most obdurate Sound 
are joined together. 2836 Hor. Smith Tin Trump. I.2 
Standard words . . are arbitrarily cut off by elision. 2870 
Bowen Logic iii. 57 The science claims, therefore, to fill up 
the gaps and elisions of ordinary discourse, 
f 2 . Elision ofi the air : formerly assigned as the 
cause of sound (see quot.). Obs. 

_ 2626 Bacon Sylwy § 124 The Cause given of Sound, that 
it should be an Elision of the Air (whereby, if they mean 
anything, they mean Cutting or Dividing, or else an Atten- 
uating of the Air) is but a Terme of Ignorance. 2660 Boyle 
New Exp. Phys.-Mech. Digress. 346 The Production and 
Modulation of the Voice by the Elision of the Air. 

3 . A breaking (so as to make a gap) by me- 
chanical force, i Scarcely a recognised Eng. use.) 

2760 tr. Juan 4* Ulloa, Voyage to S. A mer % (1772) II. 98 
The sea formed these large cavities .. by its continual 
elisions. 1881 Times 12 Mar., It i Casamicciola] is now 
half in ruins, and even those houses which have stood are 
crippled by elisions. 

Elisional (iirsanal), a. rare. [f. prec. + ~alL] 
Of or pertaining to elision. 

1866 Reader 2 June 536 Prado may be pronounced Prato 
. .but it need not be spelt with the elisional apostrophe. 

Elisor (eriizsr), sb. Also 5 ellyser, 6 ely-, 
elizour, -zar, -zor, 6-8 eslisor, 6 eslior. [a. 
OF. elisour, f, elis- stem of dire to choose.] One 
who elects, 

+ 1 . — Elector 1-3. Obs. 

24.. Caxton tr. Higden (Rolls) VII. 524 [see Elite ■?&’]. 
1529 Rastell Pastyme, Hist. Rom. (1811/ 33 Made em- 
perour . . by the vii. elyzours of Almayne. _ — Fr. Hist. 71 
The markes Brandonburgh one of the elizours of the em* 
perour. 

2 . Law. One of two persons appointed in cer- 
tain cases to select a jury. 

1628 Coke On Liit. 158 a, The court shall appoint certain 
elisors or esliors. 2768 Blackstone Comm 111 . 355. _ 2863 
H. Cox Inst it. 11. iii. 352 Where the sheriff is not an indif- 
ferent person . . the precept may be directed . . to two elisors 
or electors, who shall indifferently name the jury, 

Elist, var. of Eye- list, Obs., a defect, 
t Eli-te, sbj Obs. In 4 ellite, 5 elyte. [a, OF. 
e/it { in same use), pa. pple. of elire : see Elite zl] 
A person chosen ; spec, a bishop elect; — Elect B.2. 

1387 Trevisa tr. Higden (Rolls) VII. 155 pope see of 
Rome was fer fro pe elites [Harl. MS. 2261 men electe; 
Harl. MS, 1900 ellites ; Caxton ellysers ; Lat . ab ipsis 
electis], c 2425 Wyntoun Cron. vii. vii. 300 Ry chard Bys- 
chape in his stede Chosyn he wes concorditer And elyte 
twa yhere bad eftyr. 

f Eli te, sbA Obs. rare— \ [a. OFr. elite = 
next.] Election. 

c 2330 R. Brunne CJiron. (1810) 209 pe pape wild not con- 
sent/ne quassed per elite. 

{] Elite (riz t), sbA [F. Hite (in OFr. eslite, elite ; 
see prec.) selection, choice ; in mod. use concr. 
that which is chosen :—med.L. electa choice, f. L. 
eligere : see Elect v.] The choice part or flower 
(of society, or of any body or class of persons). 

2823 Byron Juan xiii. lxxx, With other Countesses of 
Blank— -but rank ; At once the ‘ lie ’ and the 4 elite ’ of crowds. 
1848 W. H. Kelly tr. L Blanc’s Hist. Ten V. I. 439 The 
elite of the Russian nobility. . 1880 Goldw. Smith in Ail. 
Monthly No. 268 If we take into consideration .. the elite 
of a comparatively civilized generation. 

t Elite, v. Obs. Also 5 elyte ; pa. t. elit. 
[f. OF. (eslit) elit , obs. pa. pple. of the verb elire 
to Elect.] trans. To choose; to elect to office. 
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c t Aoo Destr . Troy 1491 Of his Deghter . .One Creusa was 
cald . . J?at Eneas afterward elit to wed. *461 T. Denyes 
in Poston Letters, No. 397 (1S74) II. 22 He may not of 
reson do so largely . . be cause he is elyted, as the Comons 

^flaiitrope. Obs. rare~X [yar. of Heliotrope.] 
Some kind of precious stone. Cf. Eluteopia. 

1600 Will of Sir R. Lee (Som. Ho.) Cheyne of elitrope. 
[1750 tr. Leonardus ’ Mirror of Stones 07 Elitropia, or Eli- 
tropus, is a green gem. .sprinkled with bloody spots.] 

Elixate (/Irk-, ediks^t), v. [f. L. elixdt- ppl. 
stem of elixar e to boil, stew.] 

1. tram. To boil, seethe ; to extract by boiling. 

1623 in Cockeram. 1631 Brathwait Whimzies 62 Elixate 

your antimonie. 1657 Tomlinson Renou's Disj>. 162 Its 
enough to elixate a few simples in water on a slow fire. 
1884 in Syd. Soc. Lex. 

2. To steep (in water") ; to macerate. 

x6s7 G. Starkey Belmont's Find. 3io The Caput mortuum 
Being elixated by warm water will give an Alcali. 180$ 
Gregor in Phil. Trans. XCV. 345 The brownish-gray mass 
was elixated with distilled water, which dissolved nearly 
the whole of it. 

Hence Elixated ppl. a, 

1823 P* Nicholson Pract. Build. 334 The elixated ashes 
of divers vegetables. 

Elixation (f lik~, eliks<? [as if ad. L. 
*elixdtimem, f. elixdre : see Elixate v. and 

-ATION.] 

1. The action of boiling or stewing. 

1605 Timme Quersit. in. 190 Elixation . . is a concoction 
made by a moyst heate of a thing indifinitely existing in 
a humour. 1615 Crooke Body of Man 113 Finally they 
serue to moysten the guts, that their concoction may be 
celebrated by elixation or boyling. 1757 Walker in Phil. 
Trans. L. 122 After elixation the water became of a turbid 
yellow colour with ochre. 

2. Concoction in the stomach ; digestion. 

1621 Burton A not. Mel. 1. i. 11. v, Elixation, is the boyling 
of meat in the stomacke, by the said naturall heat. 1651 
Biggs New Disp. 96 The rest of the pouder, as it is not 
overcome by elixation, so it continues in a permanency of 
indigestion m the stomack. 

t Eli’xed, ppl- ct. Obs. rare. [f. L. elix-us (cf. 

Elixate ) + -ed.] 

a. Boiled ; hence, refined by boiling, distilled; 
also fig. b. Macerated or steeped in water. 

1602 Marston Antonio fy Mel. 1. Prol., The pur’st elixed 
iuyce of rich conceipt. 1665-6 Phil. Trans. I. 46 Being laid 
in a heap, are covered with other elixed or dramed Ashes. 

Elixir (ili’ksor), sb. Forms: 4 elixir, 5-7 
©lixar, -er, (6 alixer). [a. med.L. elixir (cf. Fr. 
elixir, It. elissire, Sp. elixir, Pg. elexif), ad. Arab. 

j . ...X \ llj al-iksir ( ■» sense 1 ), prob. ad. late Gr. 

irjptov ‘ desiccative powder for wounds \ 

1. Alchemy. A preparation by the use of which 
it was sought to change metals into gold. Some- 
times identified with ‘ the philosopher’s stone ’ ; 
but perh. of wider meaning, including powders, 
liquids, or vapours used for the same purpose. 
Also elixir-stone. 

c 1386 Chaucer Chan. Yem. Prol. 4 T. 310 The philo- 
sophre stoon, Elixir clept, we sechen fast echoon. 1471 
Ripley Comp. Alch. in Ashm. 188 Thow must devyde thy 
Elixer whyte into par tyes two, 1584 R. Scot Discov. 
Witcher v xiv. ii. 295 The philosophers stone, called Alixer. 
16x4 Rowlands Fooles Bolt 9 Fryer-Bacon . . could teach 
Kelley the Elixar stone. 1667 Milton P. L. in. 607 What 
wonder then if fields and regions here Breathe forth elixir 
pure, and Rivers run Potable Gold. 2676 Hale Contempt. 
1. 297 A Good Man is like the Elixir, it turns Iron into Gold. 
2855 Milman Lat. Chr. (1864) IX. xiv. iii. 159 Roger Bacon 
sought . . a transmuting Elixir with unlimited powers. 

I D. transfi. and fig. 

2635 Quarles Emil . iv. iv (1718)202 True fear’s the Elixir, 
which in days of old Turn’d leaden crosses into crowns of 
gold, 2663 Cowley Verses 4 Ess. (1669) 130 She taught him 
Loves Elixar, by which Art, His Godhead into Gold he did 
convert. 2878 Browning La Sa/siaz 51, I shall bless the 
kindly wrench that left all grace Ashes in death's stern 
alembic, loosed elixir in its place. 

2. A supposed drug or essence with the property 
of indefinitely prolonging life ; imagined by the 
alchemists to be either identical with, or closely 
related to, the ‘ elixir ’ of sense 1 . More fully, 
Elixir of life (tr. med.L. elixir vita 3 ). 

j [2266 Roger Bacon Opus Mimis (Rolls Ser.) 324 !Medicmam 
. ; quam philosophi vocant Elixir . . Si libra medicinse proji- 
ciatur super mille plumbi fiet . . aurum . . Et hoc est quod 
corpora infirma reducet ad sanitatem . . et vitam. .ultra con- 
tenarios annorum prolongabit.] 1605 Timme Quersit. i.xiii. 
[Mercury, sulphur, and salt], .brought into one bodie (which 
the Arabians call elixir) . , wil be .. a medicine, etc. 2799 
Godwin St. Leon IV. 324 The ., secrets of alchemy and 
the elixir vitas. 2825 Moore Lalla R. (1824) 236, I know 
too where the Genii hid The je well’d cup of their king 
Jamshid With Life’s elixir sparkling high. 2826 Miss Mrr- 
ford Village five, n, (2863) 3*8 Honey ..was, in her mind 
.. the true elixir vitae. 2832 Brewster Nat. Magic xii. 
(1833) 299 Though the elixir of life has never been distilled. 
1873 Dixon Two Queens I. n. i. 75 Carillo had been glad 
to toy with magic, and pursue the elixir of life. 

b, A sovereign remedy for disease. Hence 
adopted as a name for quack medicines, as Daffy's 
Elixir, etc. 

2632 Massinger Emp. of East iv. iv, A little cyath or 
quantity of my potable elixir. 2633 P. Fletcher Purple 
/si. xii. li, The best Elixar for souls drooping pain. 2682 
Ashmole Diary 11 Apr., I took early in the morning a 


good dose of elixer. 2682 Land. Gas. No. 1679/4 Anthony j 
Daffy, Author of the Famous Elixir Salutis. 2713 Guardian 
No. 11 iR.) The grand elixir, to support the spirits of human 
nature. 1724 Ramsay Tea-T. Misc. (1733) 1. 79 Take your 
glass to clear your een, ’Tis the elixir heals the spleen. 1753 
Chambers Cycl. Supp., An universal medicine . . called by 
way of excellence, the grand elixir. 1768-74 Tucker Lt. 
Nat. 1852) II. 234 A sip of Daffy’s elixir . . has proved a 
powerful means of grace. 1830 Scott Demonol. v. 144 Be- 
fore he established the reputation of his. .elixir, or pill. 

1 3. A strong extract or tincture. Obs. exc. Hist. 
1597 Bp. Hall Sat. 11. iv. 43 And bring quintessence of elixir 
pale Out of sublimed spirits mineral!. 1673 Grew Anat. 
Roots 11. § 60 The remainder, is . . an Oieous Elixyr, or 
extract, in the form of a Milk. 1677 W. Harris^ tr. Lemery's 
Ckym. (ed. 3) 630 The name Elixir has been given to many 
Infusions or Tinctures of spirituous bodies prepared^ in 
spirituous M enstruums. 2820 Scott A bbotxxvii, That elixir 
being in truth a curious distillation of rectified acetum. 

b. fig. The quintessence or soul of a thing; its 
kernel or secret principle. 

1658 Chillingw. Relig. Prot. 1, Pref. § 1 The Spirit and 
Elixir of all that can be said in defence of your Church and 
Doctrine. 1641 Milton Ch. Govt. 11, (1851) 181 A distill’d 
quintessence, a pure elixar of mischief, pestilent alike to all. 
2675 Traherne Chr. Ethics xxiv. 366 The chief elixir of its 
[love’s] nature is founded in the excellency of a spirit that 
suffers for another's sake. 2860 Emerson Cond . Life, Fate 
Wks. 1 Bohn 1 II. 312 Sometimes the rank unmitigated elixir, 
the family vice, is drawn off in a separate individual. 

4. Pharmacy, (see quot.) Elixir of vitriol \ 
aromatic sulphuric acid. Paregoric elixir : see 
Paregoric. 

1736 Bailey s.v., An Elixir is a compound magistery, i. e. 
a composition of various bodies chang’d after the same man- 
ner as a single body. 1783 F. Michaelis in Med. Common. 

I. 350 He ordered her . . a gargle of decoction of bark, with 
elixir of vitriol. 1872 Napheys Prev. <3- Cure Dis. 1. viii. 
203 Elixir of calisaya bark. 1884 Syd. Soc. Lex., Elixir, a 
preparation similar to a compound tincture. Also applied 
to a compound of many drugs with syrup and spirit. 

5. Pot. Elixir of Love : an orchid ( Gramma - 
tofhyllum spec to sum), a native of Java. Also a 
decoction made from the seeds of this plant. 

6 . Comb., as elixir-like adj. 

<22632 Drayton Poems I. (1753' 202 O tears! Elixir-like 
turn all to tears you touch, a 2631 Donne Poems ( 1650) 165 
Soft dispositions which ductill be, Elixar-like, shee makes 
not cleane, but new. 

fElrxir, v. Obs. rare. [f. prec. sb.] trans. 
To distil as an elixir ; to work upon as by an 
elixir. Also absol. Hence Elrxired ppl. a., con- 
centrated, refined. Also fig. 

a 1658 Lovelace To J. Hall Wks. (1864)252 Thou hast so 
spirited, eiixir’d, we Conceive there is a noble alchymie. 
— Toad 4 Spider zoo Then in his self the iymbeck turns, 
And his eiixir’d poyson urns. 1660 Ognell Elegy in Love- 
lace's Wks. (1864) 289 This eiixir’d medecine* For greatest 
grief a soveraign anodyne, 1687 Elegy on Cleveland in 
Wks. 277 Rich m Elixar’d Measures, and in all That could 
breath Sense in Airs Emphatical. 

t Eli xirate, v. Obs . [f. Elixir + -ate 3.] 
a. trans. To distil ; to refine by distillation. 
Also absol . b. To cleanse in general, to purify. 

1605 Tim:me Quersit. Pref. 7 Every meane Apothecane .. 
should wel understand how to elixerate. 1694WESTMACOTT 
Script. Herb. 27 Every chymical and rational brain can 
elixyrate such domestic wines. Ibid. 21 6. The volatile parts 
. . ascend to the brain and heart . . elixirating the animal 
spirits. 1733 Phil. Trans. XXXVIII. 64 By the Means of 
these Salts . . the Faeces Alvinas are the better elixirated. 
Hence iElrxirated ppl. a. 

1657 Starkey Helmonfs Vmd. 321 Imagining your self 
to be Master of these elixerated Oyls, and essencificated 
Salts. 2670 W. Simpson Hyarol. Ess . 225 Graduated to so 
high an elixerated liquor. 

f E lix i viate, v. Chem. Obs. rare. [f. E- 
prefP + Lixiviate to clear of lye.] trans. To clear 
from lixivium or lye ; to refine thoroughly. Hence 
Elixi-viate, Elixrviated. ppl. a., that has lost 
its lye, that has lost its essential properties. 
Elixi via-tion, steeping in water for the sake of 
extracting the lye, 

2674 Phil. Trans. IX. 70 Several Minerals ..are to the 
taste altogether insipid and elixiviated. 2675 Evelyn Terra 
(1729) 42 By the Air, the most effiete and elixiviated Mould 
comes to be repair’d. 2684 tr. Bone t's Merc. Compii. xix. 
852 Salt of Vitriol is prescribed to be made, .of an elixiviate 
Colcothar. 2684-5 Boyle Min. Waters 23 Examining these 
substances by . . elixiviation. 2748 Phil. Trans. XL V. 542 
The Art of converting . . Wood-ashes into Pot-ash, without 
the . . Process of Elixiviation. 2756 C. Lucas Ess. Waters 
I. 6 The artificial, are those that are extracted .. by . . 
elixiviation. 

t Elizabeth. Obs. A coin of Queen Elizabeth. 
2720 Steele Tatter No. 245 7 2 An Elizabeth and Four 
Jacobus’s. 

Elizabethan (Huzabrjan)* a. and sb. Also 
9 Elizabethian. [f. Elizabeth + -an.] 

A. adj. Belonging to the period of Queen 
I Elizabeth. 

2817 Coleridge Biog. Lit. II. xxii, 166 Daniel, one of the 
golden writers of our golden Elizabethian age. 2840 Carlyle 
Heroes (1858) 261 This glorious Elizabethan Era. 2887 J. 
W, Hales 3 Elizab.Comedies in Macm. Mag. May 61/2 
He is. .never to flog him the [pupil] when he cannot say his 
lesson — a peculiar hardship to an Elizabethan teacher. 

2. Gf dress, furniture, architecture : In the style 
in vogue during the period of Queen Elizabeth. 
Also of language, literary form, etc. 

2840 Hood Up Rhine 307 A large Elizabethan ruff. 2869 


Daily News 15 Mar., In the drama ‘ Lady Grace,’ the con- 
trast between modern manners and Elizabethan language 
is rather incongruous. 2874 Parker Goth. Archie. 1. ii. 20 
The Elizabethan style, .is a mixture of the old English and 
the ruder Italian of the Renaissance. 

B. sb. A person {esp. a poet or dramatist) of 
the period of Queen Elizabeth. Chiefly pL 

1881 A thenzum 12 Nov. 623/3 The murders and adulteries 
that . . had pleased the Elizabethans. z88z Grosart Spen- 
sePs Wks. III. Introd. 62 Our Elizabethans, Lodge and 
Greene especially. 2884 Athenaeum 22 Mar. 386/2 The 
savage sublimity of the Elizabethans. 

Enzabetkanize (ni:zabf fyanoiz). [f. prec. + 
-ise.] trans. To give an Elizabethan character 
to. Hence Blizabe'thanized ppl. a. 

2841 Fraser's Mag. XXIII. 335 A man who built himself 
a residence Elizabethanised upon a moderate scale. 

Elk (elk) l. Forms: 5-7 elke, (6 alke), 6 
elcke, 7- elk. See also Alce. [Of obscure history: 
the existing word is not the normal phonetic 
representative of OE. elch, elh ieolli), and is 
probably ad. MHG. elch (:— OHG. elaho ). The 
relation of the ON. elg^r \ Sw. elg) :—type *algi-z 
to the OE. and German words (:— types *elho- t 
*elhon-) is uncertain. The Eng. form alke was in- 
fluenced by L. alces, Gr. dXnij (cf. Alce), which 
appear only as the name of an animal living in 
northern Europe (app. the elk), and are probably 
adopted from Teut. or some other northern lang.] 

1. The largest existing animal of the deer kind 
( Alces malchis ), inhabiting large portions of North- 
ern Europe and of North America. The American 
variety is also called the Moose. (In quot. 1541 
the name seems to be applied to some English 
species of deer.) 

[a 700 Epinal Gloss . 233 Cer[v]us, elch. <2800 Corpus 
Gloss. 443 Cer[v]7(S, elh. Ibid. 2054 Tragelaphus , elch. 
a 900 Leiden Gloss., Damma, elha.] 2486 Bk. St. Albans 
D iij b, The symplest of theis iij will slee an Hynde calfe, 
a Fawn, a Roo, an Elke. 2542 Act 33 Hen. VIII, c. 6 It 
shall be lawful!.. to have, exercise, and vse their hand- 
gounnes. .so that it be at no maner of deere. .or wild elke. 
[1555 Eden Decades W. Ind. ( Arb.) 305 Bisontes which in 
theyr toonge [Swedish] they caule Elg (that is) wild asses.] 
2577 Harrison Descr. Eng. iii. v. (1877) 11. 29 Plowing with 
vres . . and alkes a thing commonlie vsed in the east coun- 
tries. 2607 Topsell Four-f. Beasts 169 The Elk on the 
contrary is most impatient of all heat. 1629 Capt. Smith 
Trav. 4- A dv. xv. 28 These Tartars possesse many . . plaines, 
wherein feed Elkes, Bisones, Horses . . and divers others. 
1682 Milton Hist. Mosc. ii. (1851) 482 Those Messengers. . 
made report of . . people riding on Elks. 2774 Goldsm. Nat. 
Hist. II. 82 It is known in Europe by the name of the elk , 
and in America by that of the Moose-deer. 2836 W. Irving 
Astoria (2849) 196 They saw .. frequent gangs of stately 
elks. 2853 Kingsley Hypatia xxii. 281 Followed by . . 
elks from beyond the Danube. 

2 . .Applied to certain species of deer : e.g. to the 
1 Irish Elk ’, an extinct animal ( Cervus megaceros ), 
which inhabited Ireland in prehistoric times ; and 
to the Canadian Deer or Wapiti ( Cervus cana- 
densis'). 

1884 Miss Hickson Irel. in 17th C L Introd. 21 Celts 
and Saxons being as extinct in Ireland as the ancient elk. 

3. A species of antelope : the Eland or Cape- 
elk. 

1732 Medley Kolben's Cape G. Hope II. 210 The haunts 
of the African Elks are generally on high mountains, on 
good pasture grounds, and near good springs. 2786 tr. 
Sparrman's Voy. Cafe G. H. II. 264 The Cape elk, or more 
properly the elk-antilope, is a name given by the colonists 
to a species of gazel. 

4. Comb, els elk-skin; also elk-bark. Magnolia 
glauca ; elk(’s)-h.orn, a kind of fern, Platycerium 
alcicorne; elk-horse, a horse employed in hunting 
the elk ; elk-nut, Hamiltonia oleifera ; elk-tree, 
Andromeda arborea ; elk- wood Andromeda arbo- 
rea and Magnolia macrophylla ; elk-yard, a kind 
of habitation made by the elk. 

2865 Gosse Land # Sea (1874) 330 note. The *Elk-horn 
fern. 2882 J. Hardy in Proc. Brew. Nat. Club IX. 434 
The Elk’s-horn fem. 2888 Century Mag. Jan. 451/2 The 
elk' horses received three-quarters forage at night and a 

? uarter forage in the morning. 2759 Harte Gust. A dolphus 
I. 321 He wore.. an *elkskm buff-waistcoat. 2868 Wood 
Homes without H. xxxi. 612 That curious temporary habi- 
tation, .popularly termed an *Elk-yard. 
t Elk 2 . Obs. rare. Also 6 elke (see quots.). 
2542 Act 33 Hen. VIII, c. 9 § 6 No bowyer shall sell . . 
any bowe of ewe of the taxe called elke, aboue the price of 
,iii.j. iiiW. 2607 Cowel Interpr., 'Elk,: a kind of ewe 
to make bowes of. 

t Elk (elk) 3, Forms ; 6-7 elke, 7 pi. elkys, 
7~ elk. The Wild Swan or Hooper iff y gnus 
ferus). Also the Wild Goose {Anas anser). 

2552 Huloet s. v. Swanne, Some take thys to be the elite, 
or wild swanne. 2621 Markham Fowling (1655) 6 Such 
as liue of the water -and on the water, are wild Swannes or 
Elkes. 2674 Ray Water Fowl 95 The Elk, Hooper, or 
wild Swan. 2692 — - Local Wds. 129 Elkys , Wild Geese. 
2709 Derham in Phil. Trans. XXVI. 466 Cygnus ferus, the 
Elk, or Hooper, or Wild Swan. 2839 Proc. Berw. Nat. 
Club. I. 289 Both of these were of the common or elk 
species. 

t Elken, v- Obs. rare. -I [?var. of Olhne to 
flatter.] ? To flatter, propitiate. 

a 2400-50 Alexander 263 pai . . Honourd him with off- 
ryngs & elkend him fayre. 
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Ell 1 (el). Forms: 1-7 eln, 2-7 elne, 3-6 
ellen (3 a nellen for an ellen), (4 ellyn, 6 ©line), 
6 el, 5-7 elle, 6- ell. [Com. Teut: OE. gin, str. 
fem. « MDu. elne, elle (Du. el), OHG. elina 
(MHG. elm , mod.G. elle), ON. gin, alin (Sw. 
aln, Da. alen), Goth., aleina (? scribal error for 
*alina ) cubit : — OTeut. *alin&, whence med.L. 
alena, It,, OSp., OPg. alna, F. aune. The OTeut. 
word (a compound of which is Elbow) meant 
originally arm or fore-arm, and is cogn. with Gr. 
wA Ivrj, L. ulna, of same meaning. 

The diversity of meanings (see below) is common to all 
words denoting linear measures derived from the length of 
the arm ; cf. Cubit and L, ulna. The word ell seems to 
have been variously taken to represent the distance from the 
elbow or from the shoulder to the wrist or to the finger-tips, 
while in some cases a ‘double ell' has superseded the ori- 
ginal measure, and has taken its name.] 

1 , A measure of length varying in different 
countries. The English ell = 45 in.; the Scotch 
=* 37.2 ; the Flemish = 27 in. Now only Hist . 
or with reference to foreign countries, the Eng. 
measure being obsolete. 

In early use often in sing, when preceded by numerals, 
ciooo Ags. Gosp. Matt. vi. 27 Hwylc eower mseg .. ge- 
Jxencan ]?aet he ge-eacnige ane elne [950 Lindisf. elne an vel 
enne; it to Hatton enne elne] to hys anlicnesse. cxooo 
^Elfric Gloss, in Wr.-Wiilcker 158 Ulna, eln. c 1250 Gen. 
4 Ex. 586 So wunderlike it wex and get Dat fiftene elne it 
ouer-flet. 1297 R. Glouc, (1724) 429 False elnen & mesures 
he brojte al cleneadoun. a 1300 Cursor M. 1675 A schippe 
. .Seuen score ellen lang and ten. Ibid. 1838 pe flod ouer 
raght seuen eln and mare. 1:487 Act 3 Hen. VII, c. 7 
All merchandises . . used to be measured with Eln or Yard. 
x$oz Arnolde Chron. (18x1) 204 Item a Fli ell conteyneth 
ill q’t’s of an Eng. yarde, and v. q’t’s of y« Fll ell makith an 
Eng. ell. 1520 Test. Ebor. (Surtees) V. 119 A ellen of yolow 
velvett. 154a Recorde Gr. A rtes (1575) 207, 3 Foote and 9 
Ynches make an EUe. 1397 Shaks. Rom. <$• Jul, n. iv. 88 
O, here's a wit of Cheuerel, that stretches from an ynch 
narrow to an ell broad I 1609 Skene Reg. Maj. 57 King 
Davids common elne conteines threttie seven measured 
inches. 1625-8 N. R. tr. Camden's Hist, Eliz. ix. an. 17 
(1635) x8o A monstrous Whale, .whose length was. .twenty 
of our Elnes. 1633 Earl Manch. A l Mottdo (1636) 138 Ere 
long two ells of earth shall serve, whom scarce a world 
could satisfie. 1753 Hanway Trav. (1762) I. vn. Ixxxviii, 
408, 102 Ells dantzig make 50 ells engjish. 1805 Forsyth 
Beauties Scott, II. 275 The ell by which their acres have 
been measured (called the barony ell) contains 42 inches, 
whereas the common ell made use of in the country is only 
38 inches. 1837 Carlyle Fr. Rev, II. 1. ix. 58 Tearful women 
wetting whole ells of cambric in concert. 

b. fig. Contrasted with inch, span, etc.; esp. 
in proverbial phrase, Give him an inch and hell 
take an ell : meaning that undue advantage will be 
taken of a slight concession. 

1562 J. Heywood Prov. fy Epigr. (1867) 78 Ye liked 
. .better an Ynche of your Wyll, Than an ell of your thrift. 
1580 H. Gifford Gilloflowers (1875) 57 Whereas shee tooke 
an inche of liberty before, tooke an ell afterwardes. 1633 
G. Herbert Temple , C.h. porch ad fin., Lifes poore span 
Make not an ell by trifling in thy wo. 1643 Myst. Iniq. 
40 That gave but a Yard, they took an Ell. 1653 Bogan 
Mirth Chr. Life 305 Have a care of taking an ell, when 
you have but an inch allowed you. 1798 Canning Bally - 
naJiinch v, in Anti-Jacobin 9 July, Tho' they still took an 
ell when we gave them an inch. 

C. As a fluid measure. 

(Several correspondents inform us that they remember 
seeing the announcement ‘Beer sold by the yard', on the 
signboards of country taverns, the reference being to the 
long narrow glasses about a yard high.] 

1649 Lovelace Poems 99 For Elies of Beere, Flutes of 
Canary Thankes freest, freshest, Faire Ellinda. 
f 2 . A measuring rod ; — Ell-wand. Phrase, 
To measure with the long ell, with the short ell : to 
measure unfairly as buyer or seller respectively. 

. 1474 Caxton Ckesse 119 In hys right hand an elle for to 
mesure wyth. 1580 Sidney Arcadia (1622) 62 The night 
measured by the short ell of sleepe. 1637 R. Monro Exped. 
it. 46 Sometimes the Souldiers (the worst sort of them) 
measured the packes belonging to the Marchants with the 
long ell. a 1656 Bp. Hall Soliloquies 78 Thus spake a true 
Idol’s Priest that knew no ell, whereby to measure religion, 
but profit. _ 1768 Tucker Lt. Nat. (1852) I. 85 The mercer 
. . upon seeing the ladies gown . . can cut off her quantity 
by guess, without . . taking his ell to measure it. 

f b. Sc. King's ell : * Orion's belt ’ : = Ell- 
wand 3 . Obs. 

a 1605 Montgomerie Flyting Wks. (1821) 118 Be the 
homes, the handstaff and the King's ell. 

1 3 . Long ell : a particular kind of cloth. Obs. 

1725 De Foe Voy. round World (1840) 198 Baize, long 

ells, druggets, broadcloth. 1735 Berkeley Querist § 520 
Fine cloths in Somersetshire, long ells at Exeter. 

1 4 . As a rendering of L. ulna : The larger bone 
of the fore-arm. Obs. 

x 6 x 5 Crooke Body of Man 903 The other extemall branch 
at the middle of the Ell shooteth out a propagation from 
his outside. *634 T. Johnson tr. Parey’s Chirurg.xx. xxvi. 
147 The Ell, or bone of the cubit, .hath, .two appendices. 
5. Comb., as ell-broad, - long , -wide adjs. ; f ell- 
glass (see 1 c.) ; fell-ridge, an old land-measure ; 
f ell-yard, an ell-measure. Also Ell-wand. 

1476 Plumpton Corr. 37 The bredth of it is *elme broade, 
1696 J. F. Merchant’s Wareho. 20 This being the last 
sort of Ellbroad Gentish that I shall treat of at present. 
168a Way to make Rum in Hart. Misc. 1 . 541 The Germans 
commonly drink whole tankards, and *ell-glasses,ata draught. 
1832 Tour German Prince III. xi. 36 , 1 ate a good dinner, 


and then added to this *elt-long letter. 1756 Extract fr. 
MS. Let., Peter Guffin (aged 82 in 1756) was unacquainted 
with such an old measure of land as an *EU Ridge, but 
had heard it contained 60 Luggs. 1652 Collinges Caveat 
for Prof iv. (1653) 25 Your *ell-wide opinion. 1826 Miss 
Mitford Village Ser. n. (1863) 425 A pretty quaker .. did 
persuade me that ell- wide muslin would go as far as a yard 
and a half, c 1340 Gaw. fy Gr. Knt. 210 pe hede of an *ein- 
§erde J?e large Tenkpe hade, c 1450 Myrc 713 False ellen 
yerdes, wetyngly other than the lawe of the lond. 

Ell 2 (el), dial , [? var. of ele, Aisle: see Ey- 

eing.] A shed placed against a building ; =Ey- 

LING- 2. 

1888 Pall Mall G. 6 June 6/1, I had occasion to rebuild 
the ell of a dwelling-house. On removing the. old ell . . a 
rat’s nest was found when it was joined to the main structure. 

EXlagate (edag^t). [f. Ell agio: see -ate 4. J 
A salt of ellagic acid, 

18x9 Children Chem. Anal. 276EIIagate of potassa forms 
brilliant pearly scales like talc. 1882 Watts Diet. Client. 
s. v. Ellagic, The ellagates are little known ; many of them 
appear to be basic salts. 

Ellagic (elaedgik). [ad. Fr. ellagique, f. ellag, 
anagram of galle gall-nut: see - 10 . The name 
Gallic had been pre-oecupied by another acid 
obtained Horn galls.] 

Ellagic acid\ C u H 8 0 9 (Watts Diet. Chem. 3 rd 
Suppl.); originally obtained from oak-galls; found 
also in bezoar, whence the synonym bezoartic acid. 

x8io Henry Elcrn. Chem. (1840) II. 243 Ellagic acid, .is a 
tasteless white powder, with a shade of buff. . 18x9 Children 
Chem. Anal. 277 Ellagic acid dissolves in concentrated 
sulphuric acid. 1882 Watts Diet. Chem . s. v. 

Eiiamy, var. of E- la-mi, Obs. 

f Elian. Obs. [a. Fr. elan, a. Ger. elend ; the 
Ger. word has been adopted through Du. in dif- 
ferent sense as Eland.] The Elk (A Ices malchis). 

16x3 Purchas Pilgr. I. vm. iv. 630 [Newfoundland and 
Nova Francia] The Elian, Deare, Stagge, and Beare, are 
their game. ci68z J. Collins Making Salt in Eng. 99 
Deer called Ellans as big as Oxen. 

Ellar, dial, form of Elder j A 1 , Alder b 

Ellarn(e, obs. form of Elder sb± 

Elle, obs. rare var. of III ; ? also of Else. 

Ellebore, -bory, obs. forms of Hellebore. 

Elleck (e'lek). A kind of fish : the Red Gur- 
nard, Triglacuculits. 

2862 Couch Brit. Fishes II. 19 The Elleck is caught on 
the west coast of England and Ireland at all seasons. 

1867 Smyth Sailor’s VVord-bk., Elleck, the trivial name of 
the Trigla cuculus. 

Ellen, obs. and dial, form of Elder sb . 1 

+ E‘llencL Obs. [a. Ger. elend'. cf. Eland, 
Ellan.] An elk. 

2626 Surflet Country Farm 150 The Ellend hath eares 
like unto an Asse. 

Elle-maid, -maiden. A half-adoption, half- 
transl. of Da. elle-pige elf-girl. 

1850 Keightley Fairy Mythol. 234 The. .Wild- women of 
Germany bear a very strong resemblance to the Elle-maids 
of Scandinavia, a 1859 L. Hunt Shewe Faire Seem, xxv, 
Like trunk of dread Elle-maiden, haunting Germany. 

t Elienmas. Obs. [f. Ellen «= Helena 4 * Mass ; 
cf. Christmas , Martinmas, etc.] St. Helena’s day ; 
but the date intended is uncertain. 

Two saints of the name were commemorated in England : 
‘St. Helen the virgin,’ perhaps the one whose day is 
May 22; and Helena the mother of Constantine. The 
latter is probably intended here; her festival is Aug. 18, 
but the Sarum Martyrology assigns ‘Saynt Elene’ to 
May 18, the date of her translation. 

1597 Vestry Bks. (Surtees) 41 About S fc Elienmas M r 
Deane keepinge Court here att Pittington. x62x in Nawortk 
Househ . Bks. (Surtees) 141 [A payment made June 8] due 
at the last St. Elienmas Court, 1621. 

EUer, obs. or dial, form of Elder sb. 1 , Alder l. 

Ellinge, var. of Elenge a., Obs. 

Ellipse (eli-ps). [ad. Gr. n. of action 

f. 4AA tnuiv to come short. (In the case of the 
ellipse regarded as a conic section the inclination 
of the cutting plane to the base ‘ comes short of’, 
as in the case of the hyperbola it exceeds, the 
inclination of the side of the cone.')] 

Not in Johnson, Todd, or Richardson (1836); lor early 
examples of the pi. ellipses see Ellipsis. 

1 . A plane closed curve (in popular language 
a regular oval), which may be defined in various 
ways : a. Considered as a conic section ; the figure 
produced when a cone is cut obliquely by a plane 
making a smaller angle with the base than the 
side of the cone makes with the base. b. A curve 
in which the sum of the distances of any point 
from the two foci is a constant quantity. C. A 
curve in which the focal distance of any point 
bears to its distance from the directrix a constant 
ratio smaller than unity. 

The planetary orbits being (approximately) elliptical, 
ellipse is sometimes used for ‘ orbit ’ (of a planet). 

1753 Chambers Cycl.Supp. s.v. Ellipsis , [The form ellipse 
is used throughout ; the Cycl. 1751 has only ellipsis ]. 18x5 
Hutton Math. Did., Ellipse or Ellipsis. 1842 Tennyson 
Gold. Year 24 The dark Earth follows wheel'd in her ellipse. 

1868 Locicyer Heavens (ed. 3) 120 A circle seen obliquely 
or perspectiveiy shows the form of an ellipse. x88o C.&F. 
Darwin Movem. PL 1 Other irregular ellipses . . are suc- 
cessively described. 


2. transf. An object or figure bounded by an 
ellipse. Also fig. 

2857 Bullock tr. Cazeaux's Midxvif. 29 The abdominal 
strait has been . . compared to an ellipse. *869 Dunkin 
Midn. Sky x 63 An ellipse of small stars. 

3. Gram. — Ellipsis 2 . Somewhat rare . 

1843-83 Liddell & Scott Gr. Lex. s. v. r EAAeu/us. x886 
Roby Lat, Gram. II led. 5) 5x1 (Index). 

f Elli*psed, ppl. a. nonce-wd. [f. Ellips-is-F 
-ed.] Characterized by ellipsis. 

2607 S. Hieron Defence!. 148 M. H. cannot show us one 
place in all the Bible so ellipsed or ecclipsed as to need, etc. 

t EUi*psical. Obs . rare. In 6 ellepseycal. 
[f. Ellipse + ~ic + -ai.] =» Elliptical. 

1571 Digges Pantom. iv. Pref., Ellepseycal circumscribed 

6 inscribed bodies. 

Ullipsing (elrpsiq), ppl. a. rare, [as if f. 
vb. * ellipse ; cf. circling.] Revolving in ellipses. 

1878 T. Sinclair Mount 173 The whole well-balanced 
ellipsing solar system. 

|| Ellipsis (eli-psis). PI. ellipses (-s iz). Also 

7 elipsis, 8 elleipsis, pi. ellipsises. [a. L. el- 
lipsis, ad. Gr. ieAA nipt.*: see Ellipse.] 

1. * Ellipse. Now rare. 

1570 Billingsley Euclid xn. xv. 37 6 This section is a 
Conicall section, which is called Ellipsis. 1656 Hobbes 
Six Less. Wks. 1845 VII. 316 If the section bean ellipsis., 
you may use the same method. 1677 Moxon Meek. Exerc. 
(1703) 272 The Ellipsis or Oval ABCD. 1692 Bentley 
Boyle Led. 229 The planets.. could not possibly acquire 
such revolutions .. in ellipses very little eccentric. 1696 
Whiston Th. Earth 1. (1722)14 Comets' Ellipses come near 
to Parabola's. 1705-30 S. Gale in Bibl. Topogr. Brit. III. 
47 A fine bowling-green cut into an ellipsis. 1854 Tomlin- 
son tr. Arago’s A str on. 119 It had traversed, .an ellipsis. 

fb. attrib . Obs. 

2677 Moxon Mech. Exerc. (1703) 273 These Ellipsis, or 
Semi-Oval Arches . . are sometimes made over Gate-ways. 

2. Gram. The omission of one or more words 
in a sentence, which would be needed to complete 
the grammatical construction or fully to express 
the sense ; concr. an instance of such omission. 

16x2 Brinsley Pos. Parts (1669) 67 The first of the Sub- 
stantives is oft understood by a figure called Ellipsis. 
a 1667 Cowley Davideis 1. Notes (1710) I. 368 It is an Elleip- 
sis, or leaving something to be understood by the Reader., 
1727 Pope, &c. Art Sinking 115 The ellipsis, or speech by 
half-words (is the peculiar talent] of ministers and poli- 
ticians. 2789 Belsham Ess. I. ii. 25 Violent ellipses and 
inversions of language. 2789 Bentham Princ. Legist, xviii, 
§ 27 note. The ancient lawyers in the construction of their 
appellatives have indulged themselves in much harsher 
ellipsises without scruple. 1848 Macaulay H ist. Eng. 1 1 . 476 
The ellipsis was now filled up with words of high import. 
2874 H. Reynolds John Bapt. ii. 1x2 Grammatical rough- 
nesses or ellipses. 

t 3. Formerly used as the name of the dash ( — ) 
employed in writing or printing to indicate the 
omission of letters in a word. Obs. 

1824 L. Murray Eng. Gram. I. 4x3 An Ellipsis . . is used, 
when some letters in a word, or some words in a verse, are 
omitted : as * The k — g’ for * the king'. 

Ellipsis!; (elrpsist). nonce-wd . [f. Ellips-is -f- 
-ist.] One addicted to the use of the figure 
Ellipsis in argument or discourse. 

2859 I. Taylor Logic in Tkeol. 42 These . . would hold in 
contempt the timidity of the ellipsists. 

Ellipsograph (elips^graf). Cf. El lip! 0 - 
graph. [f. Ellipse + -graph, f. Gr. ypapetv to 
write.] An instrument for describing ellipses. 

Ellipsoid (eli’psoid). [f. Ellipse + -oid.] 

A. 5. 

1. A solid of which all the plane sections through, 
one of the axes are ellipses, and all other sections 
ellipses or circles. Formerly in narrower sense: 
A solid generated by the revolution of an ellipse 
round one of its axes ; now called ellipsoid of 
revolution. 

a 1722 Keill tr. Maupertuis' Diss. (1734) 7 The Earth 
must be an Ellipsoid whose Equatorial Diameter is to its 
Axis as ^289 to U288. 2787 Phil. Trans . LXXVII 202 El- 
lipsoids of different degrees of oblateness. 1831 Brewster 
Optics vi. 55 A meniscus whose convex surface is part of an 
ellipsoid. 2872 B. Stewart Heat § 281 The isothermal 
surfaces are ellipsoids. 1879 C. Niven (title) On the Con- 
duction of Heat in Ellipsoids of Revolution, 

2. ? A figure approximately elliptical. 

1837 Whewell Hist. Indue. Sc. (1857) II. 59 An eccentric 
ellipsoid ; that is a figure resembling an ellipse. 

B. adj. =next. ^ * 

2861 Hulme tr. Moquin- Tandon 11. vi. i. 3x3 The eggs .. 

are ellipsoid or oval. 1870 Hooker Stud. Floret 142 Styles 
erect or spreading, pollen ellipsoid. 

Ellipsoidal (elipsoi-dal), a. [f. prec. + ~al b] 
Having the nature or shape of an ellipsoid. 

2832 Brewster Optics xli. § 201. 344 A concave ellipsoidal 
reflector. 2845 Todd & Bowman Phys. Anat. I. 213 Some 
vesicles are. .ovoidal, or ellipsoidal. 1849 Murchison Silu- 
ria iii. (1867) 58 The Llandillo formation . . rises to the surface 
in the form of a nigged ellipsoidal mass. 1884 Law Times 
9 Feb. 267/1 The proper shape for a ceiling of a room used 
for public speaking [is] ellipsoidal or coved. 

Ellipsone (elrpsffun). nonce-wd. [f. Ellipse, 
on the analogy of Cyclone.] A revolving storm 
following an elliptical instead of a circular path. 

2860 Adm. Fitz Roy in Merc. Mar. Mag. VII. 354 The 
smaller cyclonic motions {ellipsones\). 
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Elliptic (eli'ptik). [ad. Gr. I A XeiirrtKbs elliptic, 
defective, i. lAA e'nreiv to come short : cf. Ellipse.] 

1 . That has the form of an ellipse ; pertaining 
to ellipses. 

1726 tr. Gregory's Astron. I. 380 If the whole Area, .of the 
Elliptic Orbit be imagined to be divided into 360 equal 
Parts. 1776 Gibbon Decl. ty F. I. xii. 262 A building of an 
elliptic figure. 1808 A. Parsons Trav. Afr. iii. 36 All others 
[arches] which I had hitherto observed being eliptick. 1830 
Sir J. Herschel Stud. Nat. Phil. 11 These are the steps 
by which we have risen to a knowledge of the elliptic motions 
of the planets. 1877 Williamson Int. Calculus vii. 190 
The area of any elliptic sector. 1888 W. W. Rouse Ball 
Nisi. Math. 292 The rectification of an elliptic arc. 

*1] That has an elliptic (as opposed to a circular 
orbit) ; in quot. — 1 eccentric 

1806 Moore Ejtist. 11. i. 42 Every wild, elliptic star. 

b. Elliptic chuck : a chuck for oval or elliptic 
turning; elliptic compass{es, an instrument for 
drawing ellipses ; elliptic spring (for carriages), a 
spring formed by two sets of curved plates, forming 
two elliptic arcs united at the ends. 

C. Comb . In definitions of: form : (Bot) elliptic- 
lanceolate , - oblong j - obovate , - ovate , - ovoid adjs,, 
having a form intermediate between elliptic and 
lanceolate, etc. 

1843 Lindley Sch. Bot. vi. (1858) 88 Radical [leaves] * el- 
liptic-lanceolate. 1870 Hooker Stud, Flora 54 Lower leaves 
petioled *elliptic-oblong. Ibid. 417 Rhombic or *elliptic- 
obovate. Ibid. 234 Leaves '^elliptic-ovate. Ibid. 410 Peri" 
gynia *elliptic-ovoid. 

2 . Elliptic integrals', a class of integrals dis- 
covered by Legendre in 1 786, so named because 
their discovery was the result of the investigation 
of elliptic arcs. Elliptic functions : certain spe- 
cific functions of these integrals. (Formerly the 
term elliptic functions was applied to what are 
now called elliptic integrals .) 

1845 Penny Cycl. 1st Supp.. s. v. , A large class of integrals 
closely related to and containing among them the expres- 
sion for the arc of an ellipse have received the name of 
Elliptic functions. 1876 Cayley Elliptic Functions 8 sn u is 
a sort of sine function, and cn«, dn« are sorts of cosine- 
functions of u ; these are called Elliptic Functions. 1881 
Williamson in Encycl. Brit .. XIII. 63 The epithet * elliptic * 
applied to these integrals is purely conventional, arising 
from the connexion of one of them with the arc of an ellipse. 

3 . Gram. Of sentences, phrases, or style : Char- 
acterized by ellipsis ; ~ Elliptical 2. 

4 . quasi- sb. (nonce use.) 

1807 Southey Espriellals Lett. (1814) II. 79 They were 
talking of parabolics and elliptics, and describing diagrams 
on the table with a wet finger. 

Hence as combining lorm Elli'ptico— 

1876 Harley Mat. Med. 389 Leaves, .elliptico-lanceolai e. 

1883 St. James's Gaz. 3 Feb. 6 His style . . is of the ellip- 
tico-interjectional sort. 

Elliptical (elrptikal), a. [f. prec. + -al.] 

1 . That has the form of an ellipse ; pertaining 
to ellipses. 

2:656 Hobbes Six Less. Wks. 1845 VII. 305 The cone de- 
scribed by the subtense of the. .elliptical line. 1755 B. Mar- 
tin Mag . Arts fy Sc. 1. v. 23 They all move in Orbits, which 
are more or less oval, or (as the Astronomers call it) Ellip- 
tical. 1812-6J. Playfair Nat. Phil. II. 185 The orbit of the 
fourth satellite is sensibly elliptical. 1831 Brewster 
Optics xxvii. 225, I have been enabled to refer all the phe- 
nomena of the action of metals to a new species of polarisa- 
tion, which I have called elliptical polarisation. 1878 
Huxley Physiogr. xx. 354 In the great elliptical path of the 
earth the sun occupies one of these foci. 

b. Elliptical compasses : = elliptic compasses, 
t Elliptical dial , a small pocket-dial (Kersey), 
Also in Bailey 1721-1790, Chambers 1751, 

C, Comb. 

1845 Lindley Sch. Bot. v. (1858) 53 Leaves *elliptical- 
lanceolate. 

2 . Gram. Of sentences and phrases : Defective, 
lacking a word or words which must be supplied 
to complete the sense. Of style, etc. ; Character- 
ized by ellipsis. 

1778 Bp. Lowth Isaiah fed. 12) 313 note, It was necessary 
to add a word or two in the version to supply the elliptical 
expression of the Hebrew. 1828 Whately Rhetoric in 
Encycl. Metrop. 284/1 Aristotle’s Style . . is frequently so 
elliptical as to be dry and obscure. 1848 Mill/W. Econ. 
1, jii. § r 11876) 29 Production and productive, are. .elliptical 
expressions, involving the idea of a something produced. 

1884 Traill in Macm. Mag. Oct. 441/1 Carlyle’s violently 
elliptical manner. 

3 . Omitted by ellipsis. ? nonce-use. 

*829 W. Duncan Greek Test. Prefi, He has^ given at the 
foot of the page, . many of the principal elliptical words. 

Elliptically l elrptikali), adv. [f. prec. + ly 2 .] 
In an elliptical manner. 

1 . Gram . With use of ellipsis. 

1816 J. Gilchrist Philos. Etym. Introd. 21 Almost every 
word is put elliptically. 1856 Dove Logic Chr. Faith 1. x. 
§2. 39 [Certain sciences] use. .elliptically, the Syllogism. 

2 , In the form or after the manner of an el- 
lipse. 

1831 Brewster Optics xxvii. 220 Light polarised + 45 0 is 
elliptically polarised. 

Elli pticalmess. rare, [f. Elliptical a. + 
-ness.] The quality of being elliptical. 

H. More Exp. Dan. App. iii. 300 According to the 
Kilipticalness of the Apocalyptick style. 


Ellipticity (eliptrsTti). [f. Elliptic + -it y.] 
Elliptic form ; degree of deviation (of an orbit, etc.) 
from circularity, (of a spheroid) from sphericity. 

1753 Phil. Trans. XLVIII. 84 [In] the case of beds sup- 
posed of the same ellipticity . . I have taken greater care. 
1833 Sir J* Herschel Astron. iii. 109 Its deviation from 
the circular form, arising from so very slight an ellipticity. 
1864 Athenaeum No. 1926. 402/2 The ellipticity of Mars. 
2870 Jevons Elem . Log. xxxiii. (1880) 291 An orbit of slight 
ellipticity. 

b. as a measurable quantity. 

# The ellipticity of a spheroid (e. g. of the figure of a planet) 
is expressed by some mathematicians as the ratio of the 
difference of the axes to the major axis, and by others as the 
ratio of this difference to the minor axis. (With reference to 
orbits this mode of expressing ellipticity is not used ; see 
Eccentricity 3 b.) 

1753 Phil. Trans. XLVIII. 77 The diminution of the 
gravity having been found greater than 75^, the ellipticity 
or difference of diameters ought to he less than that 
fraction. 1831 Brewster Newton (2855) I* xiii. 361 The 
ellipticity of the earth., has been found to be 2867 

Denison Astron. without Math. 7 Its ellipticity . . means 
the proportion between the difference of the two axes . . of 
an ellipse, and the greater of them. 

Elliptograph. — Ellipsograph. 

2855 Ency. Brit. Ced. 8)s.v. [A description of the instrument], 

t Elliptci’des. Obs . Also 8 elliptoide. 

[Badly 1 . ellipt- (cf. Elliptic) + mod.L. - aides : 
see -oiD.] An infinite ellipse. 

2732 Bailey, Eliptoides. 2796 Hutton Math. Diet., El- 
liptoide, an infinite or indefinite Ellipsis, defined by the 
indefinite equation af 1 * 11 — bx m . a—x n when m or n are 
greater than x. 

|j Ellops (edpps). Obs. in actual use. [a. Gr. 
ik\o\p or eAo^, the name of a fish and of a serpent. 

(The variants Elaps and Elops are used in mod. zoologi- 
cal Latin in different senses).] 

1. A kind of serpent. 

1667 Milton P. L. x. 526 Cerastes hornd, Hydrus, and 
Ellops drear. 

2. A kind of fish mentioned by ancient writers, 

2601 Holland Pliny I. 266 The Lamprey in Sicilie : the 

Elops at Rhodes, and so forth of other sorts of fishes. 1774 
Goldsm. Nat. Hist. (1862) II. 1. iii. 299 The Elops or Sea- 
serpent. 1775 Ash, Ellops , a fish affording delicious food 
which some think to be the sturgeon of the moderns. 1875 
Browning Aristoph. Apol. 210 Spends all his substance on 
stewed ellops-fish. 

Ellore, obs. f. Elder shJ (the tree). 

Ell-rake. dial. Also eld-, eller-rake. [Deriva- 
tion uncertain ; cf. Elcrook ; the writers of the 
Chesh. and Shropsh. glossaries suggest heel-rake . 
Halliwell gives also 1 Ellock-rake , a small rake 
for breaking up ant-hills. Salop.'] A large rake 
with curved iron teeth, drawn behind the raker. 

1879 Shropsh. Word-bk. (E. D. S.) Ellrake, eldrake. 2884 
Chesh. Gloss. lE. D. S.) Ell-rake, eller-rake. 

Ell-wand (e-lwgnd). Chiefly Sc. and north . 
dial. Also 5 elenwand, ellewande, elwonde, 
Sc. elnewande, 7-9 elwand. [f. Ell + wand.] 

1. A measuring rod, an ell-measure : sometimes 
used for ‘ yard-measure \ 

[1403 Nottingham Borough Rec. II. 34 Ipse Johannes cepit 
quendam elenwand, et ipsam percussit super capud.J ’la 1500 
tr. Leges Burgorum Scociee xlviii. in Sc. Acts (1844) I* 342 
Ilk burges may Jiafe in hh hous . . ane elnewand. 2609 
Skene Reg. Maj. 36 The heire of ane burges, is of perfite 
age, quhen he . . can . . measure claith (with ane elwand). 
1725 Ramsay Gentle Shepk. m. i, An elwand fills his hand, 
his habit mean. 1834 H. Miller Scenes $ Leg. xxi. (1857) 
304 Beating time with his ellwand on the point of his shoe, 
t 2. The larger of the bones of the fore-arm ; 
— Ulna. Obs. 

c 1440 Promp. Parv. 139 Elle wande [P. elwonde,] ulna. 

3. Sc. The group of stars called Orion’s Belt. 

1513 Douglas ASneis vin. Pro], 153 The son, the sevin 
sternis, and the Charll wane, The elwand, the elementis, 
and Arthuris hufe. c 1817 Hogg Tales fy Sk. IV. 29 King’s 
Elwand (now foolishly termed the Belt of Orion). 

Elm (elm), sb. Forms : 1 elm, 5-7 elme, 9 
dial, elem, ellum, 4 - elm. Also 4 ulm, 6 ulme. 
[OE. elm str. masc. — OHG. elm str. masc. (whence 
the derivatives MHG. elme , time, ilmene wk. fem.) 
:—WGer. *elmo-z ; the same word with difference 
of ablaut appears as ON. dlmr (Sw. aim, Da. 
dim , atlm) etymologically =L. ulmus. The mod. 
Ger. ulme , Du. olm, and the Eng. form ulm(e , 
are due to the influence of the Lat. word.] 

1 . The name of well-known trees belonging to 
the genus Ulmus, esp., in England, the Common 
or Small-leaved Elm ( Ulmus campeslris ), a tree 
having rough, doubly serrated leaves, flowers 
nearly sessile, the fruit oblong, deeply cloven and 
glabrous ; in Scotland, the Witch or Wych Elm 
\Ulmus montana) or the Cork-barked Elm (Ulmus 
suberosa ) ; in U. S. the White Elm (Ulmus 
americand). 

c 1000 Sax. Leeckd. II. 52 Eft jenim elmes rinde, gehaern 
to ahsan. 138a Wyclif Isa. xlL 19, I shal sette in desert 
fyrr tree and vim and box togidere. c 2440 Promp. Parv. 
138 Elm, tre, ulmus. 1542 Act 33 Hen. VIII. c. 9 § 5 Two 
other bowes..of ashe, elme, wyche, hasyll or other wood 
mete for the same. 1567 Drant Horace Epist . 1. vii. Dvj, 
Our cittizen is now a Corridon. He trimmes his ulmes. 
1664 Evelyn Sylva iv. § 6 The Elm delights in a sound, 
sweet and fertile Land. 2750 Gray Elegy iv, Beneath those 


rugged elms, that yew tree’s shade. 2794 Martyn Rousseau's 
Bot. xvii. 224 Few persons know that the Elm has any 
flower. 2830 Lindley Nat. Syst. Bot. 94 The inner bark of 
the Elm is slightly hitter and astringent. 1850 Tennyson 
In Mem . xciv. 58 Rock'd the full foliaged elms. 2858 0 . 
W. Holmes One-koss Shay , Logs from the ‘Settler’s 
ellum \ 2877 E. Peacock N. IV. Line. Gloss. (E. D. S.) 
Elem , the elm. 2881 Isle Wight Gloss. (E. D. S.) Ellum, 
an elm. 

2. With distinguishing epithets, denoting the 
above-named and other species of the genus Ulmus 1 
Broad-leaved Elm, Ulmus latifolia ox montana*, 
Chichester Elm, also called American Elm, 
Ulmus americana ; Witch or Wych Elm, 
Ulmus montana . Also Yoke Elm, the Horn- 
beam (Carpinus Betulus). 

2876 'B.AKLEY Mat. Med. 423 The Broad-Leaved Elm. .60- 
80 feet high, with rugged bark. 2883 Garden xi Nov. 419/3 
The Chichester Elm . . is variously known as the Hunting- 
don, Scampston, or unfortunately as the American Elm. 

3. Jig. with reference to the practice of training 
vines on elms. 

2590 Shaics. Com. Err. n. ii. 179 Thou art an Elme my 
husband, I a Vine. 2643 Myst. Iniq, 2 Subverting the 
Protestant Religion, together with the Subjects Liberty, 
(the Elme of that Vine). 

4. The wood of these trees. 

1823 P. Nicholson Pract. Build. 261 Elm is another tough 
and strong species of wood. 

5. Comb., chiefly attrib as elm-dresser, -plank, 
-shadow, - tree , - wood ; elm - embosomed , -encircled 
adjs. ; elm-balm, the fluid contained in elm-galls ; 
elm-gall, the gall produced on the different species 
of elm by the puncture of Aphis tdmi ; elm-pipe, 
the trunk of an elm hollowed for use as a drain 
or water-pipe. 

1862 Miss Pratt Flower. PI. V. 42 Galls are also pro- 
duced on the leaves by the puncture of a cynips, and each 
gall contains some drops of liquid, which has been called 
*Elm balm. 2596 in Rogers Agric. $ Prices III. 578 *Elm 
dresser 20/. 2839 Clough Poems 11. xi Field and wood 
And *elm-embosomed spire. 1777 T, Warton Poems Ode 
vii, Or grange, or *elm-encircled farm. 2732 S. Hales 
St at. Ess. II. App., Where *elm-pipes lay underground. 
1677 Moxon Meek. Exerc. (1703) 173 An Oaken plank, or 
*Elm plank. 2835 Mrs. Hemans Haunted House, Where 
the deep *elm shadows fall. 2562 Turner Herbal 11. 169 b. 
The leues, the boughes, and the barck of the *elm tre, 
haue a binding vertue. 1688 R. Holme Armotiry 11. 52/x 
The Elme Tree is of some called All-Heart. 2772 Goldsm. 
Hist. Engl. 11.387 Her body was. .thrown into a common 
chest of elm tree. 2832 Tennyson Dream Fair Worn. 57 
Enormous elmtree-holes did stoop and lean Upon the dusky 
brushwood underneath Their broad curved branches. 
Elm, var. of Helm sb. and v. dial. 
tElmawes, Obs. rare- 1 . 

a 1500 Voc. in Wr.-Wulcker 591 Lameres , anglice elmawes. 
ElmeiL (e*lmen), a. Now dial, or arch. Forms : 
5 elmyn, (6-7 elming), 5-9 elmin, 5- elmen. 
[f. Elm + -bn.] 

1. Of or pertaining to an elm-tree. 

2494 F abyan vii. 585 They were hanged vpon an elmyn tree. 
2509 T. M[oufet] Silkwormes 56 Tender Elming bud May 
. . be giuen in steede of foode. 2607 Topsell Four-/. Beasts 
301 Let him feed upon . . Elming boughs. 1676 Hobbes 
Iliad vi. 402 Planted about it many Elmen-trees. 2807 
Crabbe Hall Justice, We slept beneath the elmin tree, 
2813 Scott Rokeby 11. xxvii. Leaning against the elmin 
tree. 2882 Palgrave Visions Eng. 21 The elmen leaf 
Thinn’d into gold, and fell. 

2. Made of the wood of the elm- tree. 

2466 Mann. § Hotiseh. Exp. 323 Item, for lx. fete of elmen 
horde, xx.d. 2648 Bury Wills (1850; 209 A great chest of 
elming horde. 

3. Composed of elm-trees. 

2876 World No. 206. 19 The elmen bowers are in their 
prime of foliage. 

Elmes, elmisse, elmys, obs. ff. Alms, q.v. 
EXmy (e-lmi). [f. Elm sb. + -y.] Consisting 
of, characterized by, or abounding in elms. 

2757 Dyer Fleece 1. 206 The sandy soil Of elmy Ross. 
1795 Southey Joan of Arc x. 5 The summer breeze Moves 
o er the elmy vale. 1799 Coleridge in New Monthly 
Mag. (1835) XLV. 225 We have elmy hedges. 2873 Miss 
Thackeray Old Kensington i. 4 The old palace that stands 
blinking its sleepy windows across elmy vistas. 

f Elne, eTlen, sb. Obs. [Com. Teut. : OE. 
iUen (gen. lines) corresponds to OS. e lien, ellien, 
OHG. ellan, ellen , ellin, Goth, aljan str. neut. ; 
ON. eljan , elpm str. fem. (Icel. elja wk. fem.) 
OTeut. types *aljano(m, *alfand.'] 

Strength, courage (also, in OE., zeal) ; in Theol. 
strength vouchsafed, comfort, grace. 

Beowulf 602 Ac ic him X eata sceal EafoS and ellen un- 
$eara nu gu|?e ^ebeodan. 888 K , Alfred Boeth. xxvii. § 2 
(Bosw.) Feower craeftas, J>ara is an waerscipe, o$er met&ung, 
J>ridde is ellen. a 2000 Guthlac 264 Wses Gu)?lac on elne 
strong, a 2225 Auer. R. 106 Vqr je schulden wenen j?et 
God, uor ouwer holi liue, sende ou his grace and his elne. 
c 2230 Halt Meid. 27 Ah monnes elne is muche wur< 5 . a 2240 
Ureisun in Cott. Horn. 185 We. .buggej? worldles froure . 
wij> moni sori teone . and elne of monnes speche. Ibid. 
Hwa se euer haue 5 longe wone of gastliche elne. 

Hence STlenlses a. [see -less], powerless. 
a 1000 Juliana 393 (Gr.) Ic geomor sceal secan o^erne 
ellenleasran cempan. c 2200 Or?nin 10908 111c meocnesse 
iss ellenlass Wibjmtenn herrsummnesse. 

t Elne, v. Obs. [OE. ilnian — OFIG. ellinSn, 
ON. elna, Goth, aljandn OTeut. * aljanbjan , f. 
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*alfano-m : see prec.] trans. To strengthen, hearten, 
comfort. 

atz2$ Ancr. R. xo Gon & iseon swuch & elnen ham & 
helpeu mid, fode of holi lore, a 1225 Leg. Kaih. 1374 As 
men droh ham to hare deaS, |?a. .elnede J?e oore. a 1240 
Lofsong in Cott. Horn. 215 Ich wot fc>et >u wult senden me 
J?ene holi gost to elnen me. 

Eln(e, obs. var. of Ell. 

t E'llling. Obs. [OE. ilnung, £. $lnian, Elne v. : 
see -ing 1 .] Comfort, grace. 

a 1240 Ureisun in Cott. Horn. 385 Min ihesu Hues louerd 
]?u beodest us )?in elning {printed elming]. Ibid . 201 pu 
beodest pin elning. 

f Eloca'tion. Obs. rare, [as if ad. L. *eloca- 
tidn-em , n. of action f. elocare, lit. to place out, f. 
e out + - heart to place.] 

1 . Removal from a person’s control. 

1649 Bp. Hall Cases Consc. (1650) 294 When the child 
by. .former elocation shall be out of the Parents disposing. 

2 . fig. Alienation (of mind), ecstasy. 

a 1619 Fotherby A tkeom. 1. v. § 1 (1622V 30 In all Poesie 
.. there must be. .an elocation, and emotion of the minde, 

Blocular (zVkizHaj), a. Bot. [f. / out + load-us 
small cell + -ar.] Without partitions or loculi. 
1864 in Webster. 

Elocution (eUkiz/Jm). Forms : 6 elocucion, 
-sion, -syon, eloc 3 .un.tion, 6 - elocution, [ad. L. 
elocution-em, n. of action f. eloqui to speak out : 
cf. Eloquence. 

Sense 1 is identical with the meaning of elocutio as used 
by Roman rhetoricians. Sense 4, which has been evolved 
from the etymology without regard to Latin usage, corre- 
sponds to what the Romans expressed by pronun tiatio.] 
ti. Oratorical or literary expression of thought ; 
literary ‘style’ as distinguished from ‘matter’; 
the power or art of appropriate and effective ex- 
pression. Obs. 

1309 Hawes Past. Pleas, xi. i, Elocusion with the powre of 
Mercury, The matir enorneth right well facundyously. 1553 
T. Wilson Rhet. 4 Elocucion is an appliyng of apte wordes 
and sentences to the matter founde out to confirme the 
cause. 1586 Webbe Eng. Poe trie ( Arb. ) 19 Why should we 
think so basely of this? rather then of her sister, I meane 
Rhetorical! Eloquution. 1634 Habington Castara (Arb.) it 
How unhappie soever I may be in the elocution, I am sure 
the Theame is worthy enough. x68x N evile Plato R edhu 
167 A Person of good Learning and Elocution. 1731 Bailey 
vol. I l f Elocution \ with Rhetoricians) consists in apt express- 
ing, and a beautiful order of placing of words. 1844 Lingard 
Plist. Anglo -Sax. Ch. -18581 II. xi. 171 Your, .acquaintance 
with those forms of elocution in which it is expressed. 

+ b. concr. A mode of expression. Obs. 
a 1679 Hobbes Rhet. (1840. 492 Elocutionsare made decent : 
1. By speaking feelingly . . 2. By speaking as becomes the 
person of the speaker, etc. 

f 2 . Eloquence, oratory; concr. in//, harangues. 
1593 Nashk Christ’s T. 39 a, How shall I arme myne elo- 
cution. 1631 Massinger Emp. East 11. i, She’ll tire me 
with Her tedious elocutions. 1633 Naunton Fragm. Reg. 
(Arb.) 49 She began to be taken with his elocution. 1649 
Milton Eikon. 241 To stirr the constancie of any wise man 
is, .above the genius of his cleric elocution. 17x5-20 Pope 
Iliad m. 283 When he speaks, what elocution flows l 1791 
Cowper Iliad ix. 549 Both elocution and address in arms. 

3 . Oral utterance ; way or manner of speaking. 
Now only with some notion of 4. 

1623 Cockeram, Elocution , vtterance. 1667 Milton P. L. 
ix. 747 Whose taste . . Gave elocution to the mute. 3754 
Richardson Grandison (1781) II. xxix. 274 He had a lively 
and easy elocution. _ 1794 Godwin Cal. Williazns 18 For 
this Mr. TyrreL was indebted to a boisterous and overbear- 
ing elocution. 3793 Burke Let. Wks. VII. 371 You have 
a natural, fluent, and unforced elocution. 1846 Ruskin Mod. 
Paint. I. 1. 1. ii. § 7 The clear and vigorous elocution of 
useless and senseless words. 

4 . The art of public speaking so far as it regards 
delivery, pronunciation, tones, and gestures ; man- 
ner or style of oral delivery. Also attrib. 

3613 R. C. Table Alph. (ed. 3', Elocution , good vtterance 
of speech. 1678 Phillips, Elocution, proper Speech, hand- 
some utterance. 1739 Cibber Apol. (1756) I. 87 True 
theatrical elocution. 1815 Scott Guy M. xxxvii, It. .served 
to give zest and peculiarity to the style of elocution. 3864 
Sat. Rev. 13 Dec. 819/1 The worst of the other system, that 
of boarding-schools and * elocution-masters is that, etc. 

Elocutionary (eHkizzJbnari), a. [f. prec, + 
-ary.] Of or pertaining to elocution. 

1846 Poe Wks. . 1864) III. 40 The elocutionary . . value of 
her programmes. 1882 Daily News 7 Mar. 5/4 Mr. New- 
degate, with great . . elocutionary effect, read the letter. 
1884 Manch. Exam. 14 May 5/4 Dr. Parker’s elocutionary 
gifts added to the strong impression which it made. 

Elocutionist (el<?kiz7jbnist). [f. Elocution 
+ -ist.] Oae who practises the art of elocution ; 
a proficient in the art of elocution. 

_ 3847 in Craig, i860 Daily News 17 Dec., Mr. Bengough 
is a good elocutionist. 1875 Whitney Life Lang. xiv. 283 
The. .variations of tone which the skilled elocutionist uses. 

Elocutionize (etfkiw-Jhnaiz), v. [f. Elocution 
+ -ize.J intr. a. To make use of florid or elo- 
quent language, b. To speak or read in public. 
<2x849 -? 0E (1864) HI. 250 The author proceeds, .to 

elocutionize, .1883 Homiletic Monthly Aug, 661 The two 
tasks [of a preacher], .writing and elocutionizing. 
Elocutive (zTp : kizhiv), a. and sb. rare, [as if 
ad. L. *elocutm-us , f. eloqui : see Elocution.] 

A. adj. That is concerned with utterance or 
eloquence. B. sb. An utterance. 

1627 Feltham Resolves ir. xlviii. (1677) 254 Though 


Preaching in it’s elocutive part be but the conception of 
Man. 1821 Newt Monthly Mag. II. 41 Mr. Manager .. 
went through the appeasing elocutives of dumb show. ^ 
Bloxutory, cl. rare— 1 . [ad. L. elocuton-us 
pertaining to oratorical expression.] That per- 
tains to elocution ; elocutionary. 

1817 Monthly Mag. XLIV. 448 Dr. Carey has . . in for- 
wardness, an elocutory edition of Thomson’s Seasons. 

ElO'ge* [a. Fr. eloge, ad. L. elogium (see Elo- 
gium). Now treated as Fr. : pronounced (rizg).] 
fl. An expression of praise or commendation ; 
an encomium. Obs. 

cx$66 Nuce tr. Seneca’s Octavia 1. iii, That woman wight 
shal have alwaye This eloge yet. 1693 J. Beaumont On 
Burnet's Th. Earth 1. 35 The Author here gives us an 
Eloge on Mountains. 1764 Wilkes Corr. (1805) III. 128 
The eloge which the noblest of poets gives me. a 1789 
Burney Hist. Mus. III. iv. 287 Pere Mersenne. .has given 
us an., eloge of him, 3802 Edin. Rev. I. 23 The latter 
member of this eloge would now be wholly unintelligible, 
if applied to a spirited coach-horse. 

2. A funeral oration ; a discourse in honour of 
a deceased person, e.g. that pronounced by a newly- 
elected member of the French Academy upon his 
predecessor, 

c 1725 Atterbury Epzst.Corr. 1.(1783)179, 1 return you, Sir, 
the two eloges, which I have perused with pleasure. I bor- 
row that word from your language. 1733 Chambers Cycl. 
Supp ., The secretary of the royal academy of sciences in 
Paris composes the eloges of such members as die./ 1861 
G. Wilson & Geikie E. Forbes xv. 553 Pronouncing the 
Eloge of his old master into whose place he now ascends ! 

t E legist. Obs. [f. Eloge + -ist.] ‘ One 
who pronounces a panegyric’ (Todd). 

a 1639 Wotton Rem. (1685) 366 She did not want a pas- 
sionate Elogist, as well as an excellent Preacher [for her 
funeral sermon], 

II ElO'gium. Obs. [L. elogium a short saying, 
an inscription on a tombstone ; this word and its 
mod. forms seem to have been confused with Eulo- 
gium, Eulogy.] 

1 , An explanatory inscription. 

a 1699 Stillingfl. Serm. I. viii. (R.) The elogium of his 
cross, Jesus of Nazareth, King of the Jews. 

2. ~ Elogy 2 - 4 . 

1570-6 Lambarde Peramb. Kent (1826' 251 Where he be- 
stoweth this honourable Elogium upon him. 1683 D. A. Art 
Converse 54 Let your Elogium’s be alvvaies within the cir- 
cumference of common sense, a 1764 Dodsley Art Preach. 
99 In elogiums, ’tis the aft, With plain simplicity to win 
the heart, a 1789 Burney Hist. Mus.ie d. 2) I. lx. 166 Pos- 
terity . . will . . meet with their names and elogiums. 

1 15 logy. Obs. Also 7-8 elogie. [Anglicized 
form of prec.] 

1. An explanatory inscription, esp. on a monu- 
ment or a portrait. Cf. Elogium i. 

1605 Bacon Adv. Learn, n. 13 Many personages, .deserue 
better than dispersed report, or barren Elogies, 1645 
Evelyn Mem.{ 1857) 1 . 209 The effigies of the several Dukes, 
with their Elogies. 1638 J. Burbery Hist. Christina Q. 
Swedland 422 In several pastboords hung their elogies. 
1663 Cowley Verses § Ess. 1669' 47 His Statue or Picture, 
with an Elogy under it, shall be placed in the Galery. 

2 . A brief summary of a person’s character ; a 
characterization ; usually in favourable sense, a 
eulogy, expression of praise. 

1612 Drayton Poly-olb. iv. Notes 70 But for Arthur you 
shall best know him in this elogie. This is that Arthur, etc. 
1629 Earle Microcosm . lxii.jArb.) 87 No man . . comes off 
more with the elogie of a kind Gentleman. 1638 Evelyn 
Mem . (1857)1. 12 One Stokes, .did. .set forth a pretty book, 
which was published, with many witty elogies before it. 
1681 tr. Willis' Rem. Med. Whs. Voc., Elogie, a report in 
praise or dispraise of a thing. 1704 Earl Cromarty Sp. in 
Lond. Gaz. No, 4037/5 An Elogie or Panegerick on Her 
Majesty, 1740 J ohnson Blake Wks. IV. 369 We must then 
admit, amidst our elogies and applauses. 

3. A biographical notice (usually of a deceased 
person 1 ). 

1644 Milton Judgm. Bucer (T851) 291 Jacobus Verheiden 
..in his Elogies of famous Divines. 1646 Sir T. Browne 
Pseud. Ep . iv. xii. 217 As Paulus Jovius hath delivered in 
his Elogie of learned men. 1652 C. Stapylton Herodian 74 
Of such before as writ his Acts or Elogie, Some Records 
doe unto this day remain. 

4:. A funeral oration. 

1677 Govt. Venice 107 His Funerals are kept in the Church 
of St. Mark ; and his Elogy pronounced in presence of the 
Senat. _ 1689 Evelyn Mem. (1857; III. 296 She . . had her 
obsequies celebrated, .by a solemn procession, and elogy of 
all the witness of that renowned city. 

II Elohim (el/u-him, -hzmj. Also 7 elohym. 
[Heb. Dvm eldhvm, pi. of god, but often 
construed as sing, with sense ‘God’ or ‘a god’.] 
One of the Hebrew names of God, or of the gods, 
1605 Timme Quersit. 1. ii. 7 That Elohym. .Who moved 
upon the waters. 1713 Kersey, Elohim , one of the names 
of God in the bible. 3862 Stanley Jew. Ch. (18771 1 . i. 19 
Abraham saw that all the Elohim were meant for God. 

t b. transf in allusion to the supposed use of 
the word in certain passages of the Bible to 
denote earthly potentates. (This interpretation 
is now abandoned, exc. in the ironical passage 
Bs. lxxxii. 6 .) 

1682 Sir T. Browne Chr. Mor. 19 He who . . sways the 
scepter of himself, not envying the glory of. .eiohims of the 
earth. 

Elollimic (etahrmik), a. rare. [f. prec. + - 10 .] 
Of passages in the Hebrew scriptures : Character- 


ized by the use of the word Elohim instead of the 
word Yahveh. See next. 

3871 F. Bolton Delitzsch on Ps. Ill, 172 Two Elohimic 
fragments brought together. 1882-3 Schaff Relig. Encycl. 
III. 1954 The Elohimic psalms. 

EloMst (el<?u*hist). [f. Eloh(im') + -ist.] The 
name given by Hebraists to the author (or authors) 
of those parts of the Hexateuch which are marked 
by the use of Elohim as the name of God in- 
stead of Yahveh (popularly written Jehovah). See 
Jehovist, Yahvist. 

1862 H. J. Rose Bttnsen 77 Ilgen imagined two Elohists, 
and one Jehovist. 1882-3 Schaff Relig. Encycl. II. 1043/1 
Amended by a younger Elohist and a Jehovistic editor. 

Elohistic (eh?hrstik), a. [f. prec. + -ic.] Of 
or pertaining to the Elohist ; characterized by 
the use of Elohim instead of Yahveh : see prec. 

1841 Ryland H engsienberg on Pentat. (1847) 331 In some 
passages of the Elohistic part . . Elohim must stand under 
all circumstances. 1863 Johannes Laicus A nti-Colenso I, 
The Jehovistic passages taken by themselves require the 
Elohistic story to connect them. . 1881 W. R. Smith Old 
Test, in Jew. Ch. vii. 197 The Elohistic collection [of psalms] 

. . was formed after the time of Ezra. 

Eloin, eloign (/lorn), v. Forms; 6 eloine, 
eloygn, 6-7 esloyn(e,eloyn, 7 esloign,elloigue, 
7-9 eloigne, 6 - eloin, 8 - eloign, [a. AF., OF. 
esloignier (Fr. eloigner') to remove to a distance 
late L .exlongare, elongare to remove to a distance 
(see Elong v.). In English law-Latin elongare 
is used in the various senses defined below.] 

I. gen. (Sometimes transf. from the legal use.) 

+ 1 . To remove to a distance, lit. and fig. Obs. 

1 53S Goodly Primer, O bone Jesu wipe clean away that 
eloineth me from thee. 1575 Brieff Disc. Troub. Franck - 
ford 158 They shall be eloigned from us that would gladly 
succor the ppore. _ 1624 Fisher in F. White Rep l Fisher 
448 Their spirit being eloyned . . from the contagion of the 
bodie. 1636 Abp. J. Williams Holy Table (1637) 205 If the 
Table be so far esloigned from the people. 1633 Cogan tr. 
Pinto's Voy. xxix. (1663' 115 Leastwise labour to esloign thy 
minde from the vanities of the Earth. 1692 Christ Exalted 
§ 127. 98 Thou hast eloyned, or cast me far away. 

b. refil. To take oneself off, abscond ; to retire 
to a distance, seclude oneself (from). Now rare. 

1539 Act 31 Hen. VIII , c. 8 If any person , .eloine. .him- 
selfe within any parte of this realme. 1375 Turberv, Bk. 
Venerie 35 The harte. ; eloygning him self from the houndes. 
1^96 Spenser F. Q. i. iv. 20 From worldly cares himselfehe 
did esloyne. 1662 Fuller Worthies Line. 11.162 If. .you 
should elloigne your self by residence there from those irn- 
ployments. 1818 Coleridge Rem. (1836^ I. 223 The artist 
must.. eloign himself from nature. 1858 Hogg Shelley II. 
402 He eloigned himself, and evaded pursuit. 

II. spec, in Law. 

2. trans. To convey or remove out of the juris- 
diction of the court or of the sheriff. 

1338 Act x Eliz. c. 21. § 25 If. .his goods or chattels be so 
eloyned. 1682 Luttrell Brief Rel. (1857) I. 234 His lord- 
ship had eloigned the body of. . Henrietta. 1768 Blackstone 
Comm. III. 129 The sheriff may return that he is eloigned. 
1796 J. Anstey Pleader's Guide (1803) 48 Content his per- 
son to eloign. 1809 Tomlins Law Diet. s. v,. If such as are 
within age be eloined. 

3. To remove, carry off, send away (property). 

1622 Callis St at. Sewers (1647) 151 If such best beast 

should be esloyned. 1714 Sir W. Scroggs Courts Leet 
(ed. 3) 78 If one eloign my Goods that are not distrainable by 
Law. 1823 New Monthly Mag. VII. 518 Many a tale of 
plundered flocks, .and eloigned cattle. 

4. To divert (money) from its proper use. 

1640 Prerog. Pari , in Sel. Harl. Misc. (1793 ' 239 The rents, 
profits, and revenues of this realm, .are so much .. eloined. 

+ Eloi nate, eloi gnate. Obs. rare. [f. Fr. 
cloign-er (see prec. ) + -ate.] trans. «= prec. 

1642 Howell For. Trav, (Arb.) 56 Nor is some vulgar 
Greek so farre adulterated, and eloignated from the true 
Greek, as Italian is from the Latin. 1847 Craig, Etoinate % 
to remove. 

Eloiner (zToimai). Law. [f. Eloin + -eb j 
after AF. esloigneour. ] One who eloins. 

1865 Nichols britton 1 . 67 Our Justices can convict the 
eloiners of malice. 

+ Elornment, elorgnment. Obs. Also 7 
esloinraent, 8 eloignement. [a. AF. esloigne- 
nienty Fr. eloignement : see Eloin and -ment.J 

1. Removal to a distance. 

1678-96 Phillips, Eloinment, a removing a great way off. 
1847 in Craig ; and in mod. Diets. 

2. a. The space or distance between one object 
and another, b. Distance, in the sense of the dis- 
tant part or background of a scene or of a picture. 

a 1670 Hacket Abp. Williams i. (1692 ) 92 The sun . . 
appears to us no bigger than a platter , . because of that 
esloinraent ... between our eyes and the object. 1715-20 
Pope Iliad I. 291 In the eloignement we behold Jupiter in 
golden armour. 

3. fig. Remoteness in feeling or taste (front). 

a 1763 Shenstone Ess. 146 He discovers an eloignment 
from vulgar phrases. 

T Elome. Obs . rare—*. (See quot.) 

1733 Chambers Cycl. Suppl Elome , a name given by some 
authors to orpiment. 

t Elo*Hg. Obs. Forms : 5 eslonge, 5-7 
elonge, 6-7 elong. [ad. late L. elonga-re to re- 
move to a distance, f. e out •+• long? far away. 

Sense 1 of this word, and the ordinary modern sense of 
Elongate, show that the'L. word was sometimes taken as 







ELONGATE. 

f $+ long-us long. The form eslonge is due to the influ- 
ence of the equivalent Romanic form : see Eloin.] 

1 . trans. To make longer, lengthen. 

C1420 Pallad. on Husb. n. 79 Elonge eke as the liketh 
best thi lande. 

b. To retard, delay ; to retard the growth of. 
c 1420 Pallad. on Husb. iv. 632 Premature yf that the list 
elonge [matter am ficnm vis serotinam facere]. 1610 G. 
Fletcher Christ's Viet . in Farr’s S* P. Jas. /. 57 Upon the 
roof the bird of sorrow sat, Elonging joy full day with her 
sad note. 

2 . To remove, separate, cause to wander away 
from . lit. and fig. Also fig. To set free (from 
trouble or grief). 

1475 Caxton Jason 13s b, I haue found and felte my self 
eslonged . .of all my sorowes. a 1541 Wyatt Wks. (1861 ) 55 
By seas, and hills elonged from thy sight. 1603 Florio 
Montaigne in. ix. (1632) 539 Doth not too much elonge . . us 
from our . . principles. 1609 Skene Peg. Maj.x 08 Ane beast 
that is elonged, and wavered away from his maister. 

3 . intr. To go far away. rare"~°. 

' 2598 Florio, Allontanare, to elonge, to go farre off. 

. Elongate (rlpgg^t, * si^gg^t), v. [f. late L. 
elongdt- ppl. stem of elongare : see prec.] 

: fl. trans. To remove, set at a distance (from). 

ct 340 Boorde The boke for to Leme Bj a, Let the com- 
mon howse of esement be. .elongatyd from the howse. 1656 
Blount Glossogr., Elongate , to remove afar off. 1721-1800 
Bailey, Elongate , to remove or carry a great way off. 

2 . intr. f Q>. gen. To depart, move away or 
recede from (1 obs .). b. spec, in Astronomy : To 
recede apparently from the sun or a fixed point in 
the celestial sphere ; said, e.g., of a star or a planet. 

1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. n. ii. 63 But elongating 
from the coast of Brasilia toward the shore of Africa it [the 
south point] varyeth Eastward. 1775 Ash, Elongate , to go j 
off to a distance. 

3 . trans. To lengthen, draw out, prolong. 

1578 Banister Hist. Man vm. 107 It [spinal marrow] is . . 
a portion of the brayne elongated. 1656 Blount Glossogr 
Elongate, to prolong. 1793 M. Baillie Morb. Anat. (1807) 

9 Time has been given for the adhesions to be elongated by 
the motion of the heart. 1830 Scott Demonol. vii. 217 The 
mode of elongating a goat’s back by means of a spit. 1863 
Dickens Mut. Fr. vii. Having thus elongated and em- 
phasised the word. 

4 . Bot. [intr.) To grow or increase in length ; to 
he lengthy ; to have a slender or tapering form. 

1801 Knight in Phil. Trans . XCI. 340 The wood between 
the bunch and the next leaf below, has ceased to elongate. 
1828 Steuart Planters G. 128 The minutest Fibres both 
expand and^ elongate with facility. 1870 Hooker Stud. 
Flora 263 Linaria repens . . Racemes elongating. 

Hence Elongating ppl. a., that elongates. 

1858 Greener Gunnery 422 The patent elongating socket. 

Elongate (iVgg^t), a. [formed as prec.] 
Lengthened, prolonged, extended ; esp. in Bot. and 
Zool. that is long in proportion to its breadth; 
that has a lengthened, slender, or tapering form. 

1828 Stark Elem. Nat. Hist , II. 196 Lip elongate . . nar- 
rowing towards the point. 1847 Hardy in Proc. Berw. Nat. 
Club II. No. 5. 235 The remaining five forming an elongate 
club, i860 Gosse Rom. Nat. Hist. 336 Immense unrecog- 
nised creatures of elongate form roam the ocean. 1870 
Hooker Stud. Flora 103 Peduncles elongate. 

Hence as combining form Elongate-, in various 
zoological terms, as elongato-eonical, -ovate, 
-triangular adjs. t that has the form or outline of 
a lengthened cone, egg, triangle. 

1846 Dana Zooph. (1848) 276 Ridges small, acute, some- 
times elongato-conical. 1852 • — Crust. 11. 932 Hand, .elon- 
gato-ovate. Ibid. 1. 483 Beak lamellar, elongato-triangular. 

Elongated (rl^gg^ted, ilgqgMd),ppl. a. [pa. 
pple. of Elongate vi] 

1 . Made longer ; drawn out or extended to an 
unusual or unnatural length. 

1751 R. Cambridge Scribbleriad m. 83 O’er all her Limbs 
were seen Th’ elongated papillse of the skin. 1859 Helps 
Friends in C. Ser. 11. I. vi. 217 An elongated maxim of 
Rochefoucault’s. 1861 Reade Cloister H. I. 251 He stood 
transfixed ... sudden horror in his elongated countenance. 
1870 F, Hall in Wilson tr. Vishmt'purdna V. 68 [Bhfsh- 
maka Is] the elongated form of Bhishma. 1884 Times 
weekly ed.) 26 Sept. 6/3 The lover of elongated farces. 

2 . That is excessively long in proportion to its 
breadth, as if drawn out or extended. 

1831 R, Knox Cloquet's Anat. 51 Two of these edges . . 
present anteriorly an elongated surface. 1836 Macgillivray 
tr. Humboldt's Trav. xxi. 305 One. .has an elongated snout. 
1863 Berkeley Brit. Mosses lii. 13 The stem, .consists more 
or jess of elongated cells. 1877 W. Thomson Voy. Challenger 
I, ii. 131 The heart, an elongated tube. 

Elongative (Llfggtfhtiv), a. nonce -wd. [f. 
Elongate + -ive.] That tends to elongate or 
lengthen out : see quot. 

1836 Fraser's Mag. XIII. 591 A hope, that the expedient 
. .adopted by the elongative class of commentators, ancient 
and modern . . may never more be resorted to. 

Elongation (ilprjg^jbn). Also 4 elonga- 
cioun. [ad. late L. elongatidn-em, n. of action 
f. elongare : see Elongate.] 

1 . A sir. The angular distance of a heavenly body 
from some relatively fixed point ; in mod. usage, 
the angular distance of a planet from the sun, or 
of a satellite from its primary. 

C1391 Chaucer Astrol. 11. § 25 Take the heiest altitude . . 
of any sterre fix . . & tak his nethere elongacioun. ? 1540 
Dyfference o/Astron. Aiib, Of sygnes, and of theyr elonga- 
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tions. 1647 Lilly Chr. Astrol. 31 $ is in his greatest elon- 
gation or distance from the ©. 1662 Fuller Worthies 11. 

237 The star Venus was visible all day long, as sometime it 
falls out neer her greatest Elongation, 1841 Brewster 
Mart. Sc. iii. (1856) 35 We saw her [Venus] in the form 
of a crescent, resembling exactly the moon at the same 
elongation. 1868 Lockyer Heavens Jed. 3) 76 In the morning 
..its maximum western elongation attains the same value. 

fb. The difference in motion between the 
swifter and the slower of two planets, or the quantity 
of space whereby the one has overgone the other. 
1727-51 in Chambers. 

f e. The difference between the true place and 
the geocentric place of a planet. Obs. 

1796 in Hutton. 

f 2. Removal to a distance, departure, recession ; 
hence, remoteness ; also fig. Obs. 

1616 Bullokar, Elongation , a putting far off. 1639 J. 
Symonds in Spurgeon Treas. Dav. Ps. xxxviii. 9 Ofttimes 
there is a frustration of our desires, or an elongation of the 
things. 1654 tr. Scudery's Curia Politic, Those who de- 
signed his elongation and further removal from Court. 
2661 Hickeringill Jamaica 5 That vulgar errour, that it’s 
[the Sun’s] elongation [is] the reason of extreamity of cold. 
1672 Phil. Trans. VII. 5126 The Dis-appearance of those 
Stars may be ascribed to their Elongation from, .our Eyes. 
1694 R. Burthogge Essay on Reason 140 In its utmost 
Elongation or Removal from him. 

fb. Astron. The removal of a planet to its 
furthest distance from the sun ; aphelion. 

1715 in Kersey. 1721-1800 in Bailey. 1787 Smeaton in 
Phil. Trans. LXXVII. 319 The same disappointment . . 
with respect to the approaching elongation in September. 

3. The action or process of elongating, lengthen- 
ing out, or extending. 

1732 Arbuthnot Aliments 42 This Motion of Elongation 
of the Fibres. 2793 T. Beddoes Math. Evid. 142 What over- 
turns this whole system of analogical elongation . . is a dis- 
covery . . to which Lennep contributed an hint. 2828 Steuart 
Planter's G. 277 This decided tendency to elongation of the 
boughs on the lee-side. 283s Brewster Nat. Magic iv. 
(1833) 80 The figure will undergo most curious elongations 
and contractions. 2878 L. P. Meredith Teeth 47 There 
is also an elongation of the anterior portion of the jaws. 

1 4. Surgery, a. ‘ An imperfect luxation, when 
the ligaments are only relaxed and lengthened, but 
the bone is not out of place 5 (Syd. Soc. Lex.). 

1676 Wiseman Surg. 480 Those Elongations which are the 
effect of an Humour soaking upon a Ligament . . making 
it liable to be stretcht. 1715 in Kersey. 2847 in Craig. 

b. 1 The extension of a limb for the purpose of 
reducing a dislocation or setting fractured bones * 
(Syd. Soc. Lex.). 2847 in Craig. 

5. The state of being elongated or lengthened. 
concr. That which is elongated ; an extended 
space, a continuation, a part produced. 

2751 R. Cambridge Scribbleriad in. 83 note. His skin was 
..grown over with an horny excrescence called by the Na- 
turalists the Elongation of the papilla*. 2796 H. Hunter 
tr. St. Pierre' s Stud. Nat. (2799) III. 29 To prove the truth 
of my theory respecting their [the poles’] elongation. 2797 
M. Baillie Morb. Anat. (1807)299 If these elongations were 
to be situated at a distance from the neck of the bladder. 
1813 H. & J. Smith Rej. Addr. 61 But when on this boarded 
elongation it falls to my lot to say a good thing. _ 1837 
Whewell Hist. Induct. Sc. (1857) II. 282 The elongation of 
the image. 2869 J . Martineau Ess. II. 76 His morality .. 
is a mere elongation ot law. 

Elo*nge, var. of Allonge v. and sb. 1 
1699 B. E. Diet. Cant. Crew, Elonge, to stretch forward 
the right Arm and Leg, and to keep a close Left-foot. 1707 
Sir W, Hope New Meth. Fencing (1796) 95 Other Masters. . 
maintain . that he will Elonge or Stretch, as far this Way, 
as when his Foot is couched to one side. Ibid., Which 
certainly shortens his Elonge. 

t Elo’ngiug, vbl. sb. Obs. rare — l . [£ Elong 
v. + -ing L] (See quot.) 

1611 Florio , Allontananza, an elonging or farre distance. 

Elope (HJu-p). Also 6 ellope. [In AF. ( 14 th c.) 
aloper , perh. f. ME. *alope(n, pa. pple. of *aleapen 
(f. A - pref. 4 + Leap) — MDu. ontlopen , Ger. ent- 
laufen to run away ; cf. OE. dthUapan, the technical 
word for the ‘ escaping ’ of a thief. The assumed 
ME. *alope however might stand for Hope , pa. pple. 
of leapen in same sense ; cf. ‘ Je wicke giv [was] 
a wei i-lope ’ (Childh. Jes. 972 ). 

The current hypothesis of derivation from MDu. ontlopen 
seems improbable on account of the early appearance of the 
word in AF. 

1. a. Law. Of a wife : To run away from her 
husband in the company of a paramour, b. In 
popular language also (and more frequently) said 
of a woman running away from home with a lover 
for the purpose of being married. 

[1338 in Year-bks 12-12 Edw. Ill (Horw.) 587 En bref de 
dower plede fut qil alopa de soun baroun. 1538 Nottingham. 
Borough Rec. III. 214 Ipsam Katherinam ad elopandum de 
viro suo . . tentavit.] 1628 Coke On Litt. 32 a, If the wife 
elope from her husband she shall lose her dower, 2697 
Luttrell Brief Rel. (1857) IV. 323 He sets forth divers ac- 
cusations against his lady, who is elop’d from him. 2768 
Goldsm. Good-n. Man iv, We . . must elope methodically, 
madam. 2828 Cruise Digest I. 204 A man by deed granted 
his wife to another, with whom she eloped and lived in 
adultery. 2837 W. Irving Capt. Bonneville III. 230 He en- 
deavoured to prevail upon his quondam mistress to elope 
with him. 2884 Law Reports Chanc. Div. XXV. 483 On the 
following day Captain Sampson and Miss Wall eloped. 

2. gen. To run away, escape, abscond. 

2596 Spenser F. Q. v. iv. 9 She left me quight, And to my 


ELOQUENCE. 

brother did elope streightway. 2664 Butler Hud. 11. i. 260 
In close catasta shut, past hope Of wit or valour to elope, 
1727 A. Hamilton New Acc. E. Ind. II. xlvii. 188 When the 
Term of Payment came, they eloped. 2840 Dickens Barn. 
Rudge Ixxxii, The . . valet . . eloped with all the cash and 
moveables he could lay his hands on. 

3. transf. and fig. (Chiefly in nonce-uses.) 

2726 Swift To a Lady , But with raillery to nettle. .Never 
lets your mind elope. 2785C0WPER Tiroc. 876 Since thy 
strength must with thy years elope. 1817 Keats Ep. C. C. 
Clarke , Spenserian vowels that elope with ease. 

Elopement (il^pment). [In AF. ( 14 th c.) 
alopement : see prec. and -mint.] The action of 
eloping, in various senses. See the vb. 

[1338 in Year-bks. 22-12 Edw. Ill (Horw.) 587 Lalopement 
fut alegge en autre counte qe le dower ne fut demanded 
1641 Termes de la Ley 133 Elopement is when a married 
woman departeth from her husband with an adulterer. 1698 
Luttrell Brief Rel. 11857) IV. 346 She had 3 children since 
her elopement. 2719 De Foe Crusoe (1869) 5 Without any 
Purpose of making an Elopement that time. 122763 
Shenstone Ess. 2 The accidental elopements . . of a compo- 
sition, 2819 Byron Juan 1. ccili. Myself, and several now 
in Seville, Saw Juan’s last elopement with the devil. 2822 
J. Flint Lett. A mer. 215 The indolence and disorderly con- 
duct of slaves, together with their frequent elopements. 1853 
De Quincey Wks. XIV. 460 My elopement from school. 

Eloper (i'l^a'puj). [f. Elope.] One who elopes. 

2748 Richardson Clarissa (1811) IV. 212 To be. .an eloper 
from my friends to him. 1782 Miss Burney Cecilia ii. (D.) 
By making you an eloper with a duellist, 2830 Marry at 
King’s Own xvili. Seizing what was left, and cursing the 
elopers. 2856 Kane A ret. Expl. II, xii. 126 The report . . 
makes the lady a willing eloper. 1879 Eccott England II. 
108 He is taken into a room where . . he recognises the 
eloper. 

Elopme (el^psin), a. Zool. [f. mod.L. elop-s 
+ -INE,] Resembling the genus Elops of fishes. 
1887 Athenaeum 9 July 58/3 He considered it [the genus 
Rhacolepis ] an elopme clupeoid. 

Eloping (/ltfu-piq), vbl. sb. [f. Elope + -ing L] 
The action of the verb Elope. 

2783 Blackstone Comm. 11. viii (ed, 9), If a woman volun- 
tarily leaves (which the law calls eloping from) her husband. 

Eloping (HJu*piq\ ppl. a. [f. Elope + -ing 54 .] 
That elopes, in various senses. 

2700 Blackmore Job 24 The eloping flood did from its 
channel stray. 2703 Rowe Fair Penitent Epil., There’s 
dreadful dealing with Eloping Wives. 

|| Elops (rl^ps)* Bool. [modX. a. Gr. eKof : 
see Ellops.] A genus of fishes of the Herring 
family ; ‘ spread over all tropical and sub-tropical 
seas’ (Giinther). 

Elops, var. of Ellops. 

Eloquence (e-Vkwens). Forms : 5 eloquens, 
elloquenee, 4 - eloquence, [a. Fr. iloquence , 
ad. L. eloquentia , f. eloquent-em Eloquent.] 

1. The action, practice, or art of expressing 
thought with fluency, force, and appropriateness, 
so as to appeal to the reason or move the feelings. 
Also concr. eloquent language. 

Primarily of oral utterance, and hence applied to writing 
that has the characteristics of good oratory. In mod. use 
the notion of impassioned utterance is more prominent than 
in the early examples. 

2382 Wyclif Cor. Prol., Summe [were overturned] of 
wordy eloquence of philosofie. c 2440 Gesta Rom. l xxi. 
72 (Harl. MS.) Wise men . . by deceyuable eloquence and 
takyng of money deceyueth. 2592 Shaks. Two Gent. m. i. 
83 And naught esteemes my aged eloquence. 1665-9 Boyle 
Occas. Ref. Ded., Those Celebrated Ladies .. by their .. 
Eloquence . . taught their Children to sway those Rulers of 
the World. 2709 Tatler No. 70 TP 2 Eloquence, set off with 
the proper Ornaments of Voice and Gesture. 2840 H. Rogers 
Ess. (2874) II. v. 224 To give a brief definition of. . this truest 
style of eloquence, .it was ‘practical reasoning,’ animated 
by strong emotion. 2847 Grote Greece { 1862) IV. 11. xlvi. 
208 His eloquence was irresistibly impressive. 

b. fig. 

2593 Hooker Eccl. Pol. 1. ii. Our safest eloquence concern- 
ing him [God] is our silence. 2713 Young Last Day in. 229 
The dreadful eloquence of pain, Our only song. 2725-20 
Pope Iliad xiv. 252 Silence that spoke and eloquence of 
eyes. 2814 S. Rogers Jacquel, 56 Her tears her only 
eloquence. 2822 Hazlitt Table-t. II. iii. 37 That undis- 
turbed silence of the heart which alone is perfect eloquence, 

' c. iii pi. mch. 

2534 Ld. Berners Gold. Bk. M. Aurel. (1546) B iiij, People 
came to Rome to se the eloquences of the bokes. 2865 Car- 
lyle Fredk. Gt. V. xix. v.495 Suasive eloquences and advices, 
f 2. Speech or verbal expression in general. Obs. 
c tqoo R om. Rosej54x Yourwikked thought. .Thatmooveth 
your foule eloquence. 1658-9 N. St. Nicholas in Burton’s 
Diary { 2828) III. 219, I wish we do not draw God’s judg- 
ment by such light eloquence. 

3. The quality of being eloquent, as an attribute 
of speakers or writers, their utterances or style. 

C1430 Lydg. Min. Poems (2840) 5 Alle to declare I have 
noone eloquence, c 2450 Crt. Love 2 Of cunning naked, 
bare of eloquence. 2526 Pilgr. Perf. (W. de W. 2531) 2 b, 
My insuffycyency and ignoraunce . . lacke bothe lernynge 
and eloquence. 2662 Stillingfl. Orig. Sacr. hi. i. § 25 This 
particular argument . . is managed with a great deal of elo- 
quence. 2704 Swift T. Tub xi. 129 This I have produced 
as a Scantling of Jacks great eloquence. 2831 Lytton 
Godolph. 6 Her father’s eloquence had descended to her. 
Mod. A passage of unsurpassed eloquence. 

4. = Rhetoric. 

2623 Cockeram, Eloquence, the Art of Rhetoricke. 1796 
Morse Amer. Geog. I. 525 Professor of . . eloquence. 1852 
Sir W. Hamilton Discuss. 6 Abraham Remit . . Professor 
Royal of Eloquence. 
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ELOQUEHCT. 

t 5 . An alleged technical term denoting a com- 
pany of lawyers. Obs. rare — 1 . 

1486 Bk. St A Ibaits F vij a, An Eloquens of laweyeris. 

t Eloquency. Obs. rare. [f. as prec. ; see 

-ency.] «= Eloquence 3. 

1545 Th. Raynald Womans booke B 8 Witty Mercury 
with his doulce & sugred eloquency. 1546 Langley Pol. 
Verg. De Invent. 1. ix. 19 a, The latin tong is not so fyt 
to receiue the ornamentes of Eloquencie as the Greke tong 
is. 1683 Cave Ecclesiastici App. 27 The wisdom, clearness, 
and eloquency of his discourses, 

Eloquent (e'Eflcwent), a. [a. Fr. iloquent, ad. 
L. eloquent-em, pr. pple., f. eloqui to speak out] 

1 . Of persons : Possessing or exercising the power 
of fluent, forcible, and appropriate expression. 

1393 Gower Coif. II. 288 In his speche Of wordes he was 
eloquent 1480 Caxton Chron. Eng. ccxxxvii. 261 A wyse 
knyjt and a trewe and an eloquent man. 1586 T.B. La 
Primand. Fr. Acad. 1. 1589) 249 The eloquentest orator in 
the world. 1651 Hobbes Leviath. 1. xi. 49 Eloquent speakers 
are enclined to Ambition, a 1714 Burnet Own Time{ 1766) 
I, 172 The eloquentest man of that time. 1874 Morley 
Compromise (1886) 48 The school of which M. Renan is the 
most eloquent representative. 

b. transf. and Jig. 

1599 Shaks .Hen. V, m.vii. 37 Turne the Sands into elo- 
quent tongues. 1781 Gibbon Deal. <§* F. III. Ixx. 774 His pen 
was not less eloquent than his tongue. 1814 S. Rogers 
Jacquel. 1. 81 Her dark eyes— how eloquent 1 1862 Trollope 
Or ley F. xxxix, There is a silence which may be more elo- 
quent than the sounds which it follows. 

2 , Of utterances or style : Characterized by for- 
cible and appropriate expression. 

1393 Gower Con/. III. 85 Rhetorique, whose facounde 
Above all other is eloquent. 1509 Hawes Past. Pleas, xvm. 
xxi, Your payne and wordes eloquent. <*1593 H. Smith 
Whs. (1866-7) I. 79 To the godly it seemeth the wisest, and 
eloquentest, and sweetest, and easiest book of all others. 
1627 Donne Serm. 49 As powerful! as the Eloquentest 
Sermon. 1806 Med. Jrul. XV. 81 The author of this elo- 
quent little pamphlet. 1841 Lane Arab. Nts. 1 . 105 Well- 
shaped, and of eloquent speech. 

f 3 . humorously. That inspires eloquence. 

1599 Porter Angry Worn. A bingd. (1841; 22 You have the 
most eloquenst ale in all the world. 

Eloquential (el$kwe-njal), a. rare. [f. L. 
cloquenti-a Eloquence + -al.] Pertaining to elo- 
quence ; rhetorical. 

axqxx Ken HymnotkeoVozt. Wks. 1721 III. 351 Orators, 
who with Eloquential Might, Black'ned bright Day, to guild 
infernal Night. 1839-48 Bailey Festiis (ed. 3) 73/2, I Was 
waiting for an eloquential pause In this . . odd story. 1867 
Ld. Strangford Sel, Writings II. 54 Eloquential gush, 
Ibid. 308 In his eloquential aspect. 

Eloquently (e'likwentli), adv. [f. Eloquent 
4- -ly «,] In an eloquent manner. Also fig. 

1471 Ripley Comp. A Ich. v. xxiv. in Ashm. (1652) 154 How 
eloquently . . they clape. 1570 Ascham Scholem. (Arb.) 140 
Carolus Sigonius hath written of late, both learnedlie and 
eloquentlie. 16s 1 Hobbes Leviath. lit xxxiii. 204 Written 
by them eloquently in Greek. 1830 W. Irving Goldsm. i. 
20 Pictures, rural and domestic . . appeal so eloquently to 
the fancy. 

lib. humorously. 

1833 Brimley Ess. 276 Eloquently drunk. 

Eloquentness (eidkwentnes). rare-*, [f. 

Eloquent + -ness.] « Eloquence 3. 

1727-31 in Bailey II. 1775 in Ash. 

t ElO’qtlious, a. Obs. rare. [f. L. eloqui-um 
eloquence + -ous.] Eloquent. 

1399 Nashe Lent. Stuffe Harl. Misc. VI. 162 Eloqui- 
ous hoarie beard, father Nestor, you were one of them. 1607 
Heywood Fa.yre Mayde Exchange Wks. 1874 II. 54 Heer’s 
a most eloquious aire for the memory. 

t Elo’zable, a. Obs. rare - l . [as if a. OF. 
*eslosable , f. esloser to praise.] Amenable to flattery. 

*537 MacJtiaveVs Vind. in Harl. Misc. I. 61 The execu- 
tion of the laws would reach them . . who in the time of 
Tarquin it seems found the prince more elozable. 

+ Elp. Obs. Also 1 yip, 3 alp. [shortened form 
of OE. elpend. , ad. L. elephant-eml\ — Elephant. 
Hence Alpes bon, ivory. 

cx 000 Ags. Gloss, in Wr.-Wulcker 320 Ele/ans , yip. 
c 1220 Bestiary 604 Elpes am in Inde riche, on bodi borlic 
berges ilike. Ibid. 646 Banne cume6 Sis elp unride, c 1325 
St. Katherine (Auchinl. MS.) 282 in Horstmann Alteng. 
Leg. II. 248 Hir body white as alpes bon, 

Elpasolite (elpas-s^bit). Min. [f. El Paso 
Cocolo , where first found.] A fluoride of potassium, 
aluminium, and sodium, occurring in pachnolite, 
in small colourless nodules. 

1883 U. S. Geol. Surv. III. 273 We wish to propose the 
name elpasolite for it. 

Elpi, var. of Onelepy a. Obs. sole, single. 

c x2oo Trin. Coll. Horn. 238 Ihesu crist, pin elpi sune. 
a 1225 Ancr. R. 324 pu waschest pine honden in one elpi 
deie twies ooer pries. 

tElpi'stic, a. Obs. rare— 1 . [ad.Gr. eXiricrrixos, 
f. k\ir ifav to hope.] The distinctive epithet of a 
sect of Greek philosophers (see quot.). 

x $85 T. B. La Primaud. Fr. Acad. 1. (1589) 286 The 
Elpisticke Philosophers affirmed, that nothing better main- 
tained and preserved the life of man, than Hope. 

Elrage, -aige, -ich, -ische, -itch, var. ff. El- 
dritch. 

Elren, ©Iren, obs. ff. Elder sbX 

Elroquite (elrpksit). Min. [f. El Roque, name 
of an island in the Caribbean Sea : see -ite.] A 
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silicate of aluminium and iron, coloured green by 
chromium. 

x88s Dana Min. App. HI. 41 Elroquite..an apple green 
to grey, massive substance. 

-els, suffix, in OE. -els, repr. OTeut. - islo-z , 
-isloiyn, - isljoitn , forming instrumental sbs. or verbal 
abstracts, chiefly from vbs. in (OTeut.) -jan. The 
suffix was very common in OE., as in gyr dels (in 
Epinal Glossary gyrdisl, -Us) girdle, byrgels (Bu- 
riels) tomb, gr&efiels quarry, riecels (Rebels) in- 
cense, ridels Riddle, The few words of this type 
that have survived into mod. English have lost 
their final s, owing to the original forms having 
been mistaken for plurals: see *le. 

Else (els), adv. Forms : 1-6 elles, (2 helles, 
Onn, elless, 3-4 ? el(le, 4 eles), 4 ellez, 4-5 ellus, 
4-6 ellis, -ys, (4 hellis), 4-7 ells, els, 6- else. 
[OE. files «■ OHG. elles, alles, OSw. aljes (Sw, 
eljest ), adverbial use of the genit. case neuter 
( — Goth, aljis OTeut. *aljcso ^ of OTeut. *aljo- 
otlier (whence OE. fi- in compounds : see Ele- 
lendish) = L. alius. 

Senses 1 and 2 appear to arise from phrases in which the 
word retained its original force as an adj. used absol. ; 
senses 3-5 are prob. strictly adverbial genitives.] 

1 . A synonym of other , used in connexion with 
indef., rel., or interrog. pronouns, or with words or 
phrases equivalent to any of these, such as anything, 
nothing, everything , ; anybody , some one ; also with 
all (absol.), much , little, a great deal. (In mod. 
language else follows the pronominal word or 
phrase.) In this use else , like its synonym other, 
admits contextually of two different interpreta- 
tions : e.g. something else may mean * something 
in addition ■ to what is mentioned, or c something 
as an alternative or a substitute \ In the former 
case else may be replaced by besides, further, more ; 
in the latter case it may sometimes be rendered by 
different , instead , with that exception, etc. Often 
(like other) followed by but (see But 5 b.) ox than. 

In OE. elles , as thus used, admits of being construed, in 
accordance with its etymology, as a neut. adj. in gen. case ; 
e.g. diviht elles (aught else) is lit ‘aught of other’, cf. 
dwuht gddes ( Metr . Boeth. xxv. 59) lit. ‘anything of good'; 
also Lat. quid novt, amari aliquid, Fr. qttelquechose de 
bon. The extension of this construction seen in phrases like 
anyone else, who else , etc., and in the examples under 1 b, 
may be compared with Fr. il n'y a personae de blessi ; voild 
trois homines de mart, etc. It is however probable that 
even in OE. the consciousness of the genitival character of 
else was already obscured ; and from the standpoint of mod. 
usage, it is hard to say whether the word should be re- 
garded as an adj. in concord with the words that from the 
point of view of historical grammar would be said to 
* govern ' it, or whether it should be classed as an adverb. 

a tooo Seafarer (Gr.) 46 Ne bij? him to hearpan hyge . . 
ne ymbe owiht elles nefne, etc. c 1200 Ormin 9304 Nohht 
elless ne nohht mare pa tin patt tatt }uw iss sett, c 1250 Gen. 
4 Ex. 4096 Alle elles he driuen in deades weph. a 1300 
Cursor M. 13471 (Cott.) pis he said . . To fand him and na- 
thing elles. c 1340 Gaw. fy Gr. Knt. 1550 For to haf won- 
nen hym to wo^e, what-so scho pojt ellez. 1340 Hampole 
Pr. Consc. 1072 pe world, .es noght elles, Bot pe maners of 
men pat par-in dwelles. 1532 Hf.rvet tr. Xenophon's 
Househ. (1768) 55. Shall he nede any thynge elles. 1333 
Coverdale Zeph. ii. 15, I am, and there is els none. 1662 
Stilungfl. Orig. Sacr. Ded . 6 Were there nothing else to 
commend Religion to the minds of men. <1x677 Barrow 
Serm. Wks. 1716 II. 38 What do they else, but scrape and 
scramble, .for these things ? 1705 Addison Italy Pref., An- 
tiquities that no Body else has spoken of, 1842 Tennyson 
Audley Court, Emilia, fairer than all else but thou, For thou 
art fairer than all else that is. 1879 Stainer M usic op Bible 
2 Singing is little else than a highly beautiful speaking. 

b. In the same sense, referring to a sb., chiefly 
preceded by an adj. correlative with one of the pro- 
nouns, etc, mentioned in 1. Formerly common; 
now only poet, or arch. 

Modern usage permits us to say * Have you seen anybody 
else?' ‘have you read anything else V because body and 
thing\iz.vz lost their substantival force ; but not ‘ Have you 
seen any soldier else ? ’ * have you read any book else ? ’ 

971 Blickl. Horn. 39 Hwylc beren maende he ponne elles 
buton heofona rice? 1340-70 Alex. <$• Dind. xoi7po bost- 
ful dedeus. .Schal 30U procre to pryde & to no profit ellus. 
1538 Bale Gods Promises in Dodsley (1780) I, 25 The ad- 
ders ded stynge other wycked persones els In wonderfull 
numbre. 1577 Vautroullier Luther on Ep. Gal. 92 Sharpe 
chidings and bitter wordes are as necessary . . as any other 
vertue els. 1613 Purchas Pilgr,, Descr. India (1864) 19 Hee 
is Lord of all nor hath any else possession of any thing, but 
at the will of the King. 1615 Chapman Odyss. xvn. 186 
By force She kept his person from all else recourse. 1803 
Wordsworth Airey-Force Valley Wks. VI. 33 Where all 
things else are still and motionless. 1827 Pollqk Course 
T. x, This silence. .Was now forgot, and every silence else. 

t c. elliptically. Something, anything else ; 
' otherwise ’. Obs. 

1525 Tale oftheBasyn 2 in Hazl. E. P. P. III. 44 Summe 
byn trew and sum byn ellis. 1371 in W. H. Turner Select 
Rec. Oxford 339 Noe freman of the Cytie, beyng baker or 
els. X595 Shaks. John 11. L 276 Bastards, and else. 

d. Forming a quasi-compound sb. with inflected 
genitive : Somebody ( anybody , everybody, some one , 
any one , every one ) else s. Very common colloq. 

1668 Pepys Diary 9 Dec., My. .pleasure was just the same 
as yesterday, and no more, nor anybody else's about us. 
x86o Sat. Rev. IX. 12/1 A clergyman who is inclined to 


misconduct himself will prefer to do so in somebody else's 
parish. Mod. If it be not my business, it is nobody else's. 

2 . Subjoined to one of the advbs. or- adverbial 
expressions correlative with the pronouns, etc. 
mentioned in 1: = ‘in (some, any, what, etc.) 
other manner, place, or time \ 
c X2oo Ormin 8471 Seldenn owwhser elless. CX449 Pecock 
Repr. 1. vii. 32 Groundid sumwhere ellis. 13x2 Act 4 Hen. 
VIII, c. 19. § 11 Wher he then shalbe most conversaunte 
no wher elles. 1548 Udall Erasm. Par. Pref. 2 Are 
than and neuer els. 1827 Pollok Course T. 111, Sinks— 
where could he else? — to endless woe. 1878 Morley Crit. 
Misc. Ser. 1. 199 Here more than anywhere else. 

+ S. a. In a different manner, by other means. Obs. 
Beorvulf 2520 (Gr.) Gif ic wiste hu wiS 6am aglsecean elles 
ic meahte 3ylpe wiS gripan. c xooozElfric Gram. 38 A liter, 
elles. c x2oo Ormin Ded. 107 He ne maag nohht elless Onn 
Ennglish writtenn rihht te word. 1393 Lancl. P. PI. C, it 
174 pe same mesure pat 3e metep amys oper ellys, 1471 
Ripley Comp. A Ich. v. in Ashm. 148 For Bodies ells may 
not be alterat naturally. 

f b. In another direction ; = elsewhither . Obs. 
CX320 Sir Tristr. 2i39pf lond ichil elles fare. 1391 Shaks. 
Two Gent. iv. ii. 125 Since the substance of your perfect 
selfe is else deuoted, I am but a shadow. 

f c. At another time, or at other times. Hence, 
Already, formerly. Obs. exc. dial. 

1393 Langl, P. PI. C. i. 89 In lentene, and elles. C1400 
Maundev. xi, 125 On the Saturda}', hyt renneth faste; and 
alle the Wooke elles, hyt stondeth stylle. 15x3 Douglas 
AEneis xi. vi. 136 Contrar hys kene dartis ellis stand haue 
we. 1397 Montgomerie Ckerrie 4* Slae 1491 Did he not 
els, quod he, consent the cherrie for to pow? x6 9 i Ray 
N. C. Words 24 , 1 have done that else, i.e. already. Mod. Sc. 
Have you come back else ? 

4 , In another case, under other circumstances ; 
otherwise, on any other supposition ; if not. 

fiooo Ags. Gosp. Matt. vi. 1 Elles ntebbe £e mede mid 
eowrum Fseder pe on heofenum ys. C1175 Lamb. Horn. 
hi Elles ne biS his rixlunge ne fest ne lonsum. c 1230 Gen. 
Sc Ex. 3072 Beter ist laten hem vt-pharen, Al sal egipte elles 
for-faren. 1297 R. Glouc. (1724) 451 El [v. r. elles] yt were 
amys. <11400 Maundev. xxii. 241 And e!Je he rytt in a 
Charett with 4 Wheles. 1596 Spenser F. Q. 1. i. 19 Strangle 
her, els she sure will strangle thee. 1642 Rogers Naaman 
89 The land certainly had . . vomited them out else. 1765 
H. Walpole Otranto v. (1798 80 It comes to warn your 
highness ; why should it appear to me else ? 1837 J. H. 
Newman Par. Serm. ted. 3) I. v. 115 Else how should any 
one be saved? 1873 Browning Red Cott. Night-C. 113 
Boughs above, Darken, deform the path, else sun would 
streak. 

b. preceded by or. 

a 1300 Cursor M. 0715 Or ells agh dom be cald a-gain. 
c 1325 E. E. A Hit. P. A. 723 Bot he com pyder ry3t as a 
chylde, Oper ellez neuer more com per-inne. c 1394 P. Pl. 
Crede 480 Op rs elles Satan hlm-self sente hem fro hell. 
c 1440 Generydes 2732 The helm was sure, or ellys he had 
hym slayn. 1355 Tract in Strype Eccl. Mem. III. App. 
xliv. 126 Make your hearts pure or els your prayers are 
sin. 1592 Shaks. Ven. $ Ad. 208 Speak fair words, or else 
be mute. 1659 Hammond On Ps. xlviii. 13 Annot. 249 Or 
els it will be impossible to number them exactly. 1820 
Keats St. Agnes xii, Follow me, child, or else these stones 
will be thy bier. 1872 Raymond Statist. Mines <$* Mining 
323 The tunnel should be owned by the mines . . or else it 
should be constructed upon some agreement. 

c. idiomatically. * £ If it is not believed \ Now 
rare or dial. 

1590 Greene Orl. Fur. (1399) 28, I am Orgalio, Aske all 
these people else. 1593 Shaks. John iv. i. 108 The fire is 
dead with griefe, See else your selfe. 1741 Richardson 
Pamela II. 108 Shew her else, Madam. 1809 Parkins 
Culpepper's Eng. Physic. Enl. 245 St. Peter being the 
greater Apostle, ask the Pope else. 

d. qualifying an adj. rhetorical. 

1800-24 Campbell Ode Burns, iii, Love .. The choicest 
sweet of Paradise, In life's else bitter cup distill'd. 1839 De 
Quincey Recoil. Lakes Wks. II. 222 Carrying the reader 
fluently along the else monotonous recurrences. 1871 Haw- 
thorne Sept. Felton (1879)191 To wander with her through, 
places else so desolate. 

f 5 . quasi -conj. If only, provided that, so long 
as. Obs. (Cf. Ger. anders in same sense.) 

c 1325 E. E. Allit. P. B. 466 Pe rauen . . reches ful lyttel 
How alle fodez per fare, ellez he fynde mete, CX340 Gaw, 
$ Gr. Knt. 215 Ellez pou wyl di^t me pe dom to dele hym an 
oper. c 1375 Sc. Leg. Saints, St. Paulus 903 Ellis pat till 
our saweoure pe will of pe mane knawyne be. 

t Elsehow, adv. Obs. exc. dial. [f. Else + 
How. 

In this and the following compounds of else (exc. Else- 
wise) the stress is variable.] 

In some, or any, other way. 

1666 J. Smith Old Age (ed. 2) 64 Immoderate sweatings in 
hot houses, or elsehow, do cause the same distemper. Ibid. 
(1752) 146 The sap stirs, though it be not elsehow perceived. 
1848 A. B. Evans Leicestersh. Gloss, s. v., I can’t do it else- 
how. 

1 331 sewhat, pron. Obs. [f. Else + What.] 
Something or anything else. 

4890 K. AClfred Baeda iv. iii. (Smith) 569 Gif he aet 
leornunge saet, oppe elles hwaet dyde. a 1240 Lofsong . in 
Cott. Horn. 215 Of pet ase of helles hwat iwurSe pi wille 
euer. a 1400-50 A lexander 4556 Quepir pai here or els* 
quat it hurtis ay pe saule. 1586 Sidney Sonn. (1622) 489 
For why should I, whom free choise slaue doth make, Else- 
what in face, then in my fancie beare? 1602 Warner Alb. 
Eng. lxxiii. 300 With jewels, .and else-what of great worth. 

i Elsewben, adv. Obs. [f. Else + When.] 
At another time, at other times. 

14x8 E. E. Wills (1882) 43 Or ellys whan quan hem lest to 
remeve pens. 1363 Foxe A. 4* M. (1641) III. 795 Her hus- 
band willed her to go to the church, which she both then 







ELSEWHENCE. 

»r »<3 elsewhen refused to do. 1570 Ascham Scholem. (Arb.) ! 
86 More els when, if occasion so require. 

t Slsewhence, adv. Obs. rare— 1 , [f. Else + 
Whence.] From some other place or quarter. 

1603 Florio Montaigne i.xxxv. (1632)112 All things being 
exactly furnished else whence. 

Elsewhere (elshwe*r), adv. [f. Else + 
Where, q. v. for forms.] 

1. At some other point ; in some other place. 

Beenvulf 138 Elies hwser. a 1200 Moral Ode 331 in Trin. 
Coll. Horn. 230 Hwu litle hwile we bie <5 her . hwu longe 
elles hware. c 1340 Cursor M. 12485 (Fairf.) Lerehim quare 
bou wil ellis- quare. 1393 Langl. P. PL C. xxii. 189 To 
bynde and vnbynde * both here and elleswher. 1495 Act 2 
Hen. VII) c. 37 Preamb., In the Countie of Lancaster or 
elliswhere in England. 1513 Douglas Mneis vn. ix. 93 
The dyne was hard eik ellis quhair full far. 1587 Golding 
De Mornay xxiv. 408 God was not knowne and wor- 
shipped elswhere than among the people of Israeli. x6zx 
Burton A nat. Mel. 1. i. in. ii, The parties, which shall be 
more opportunely spoken of els-where. 1711 Addison Sped. 
No. 261 f 8, As I have elsewhere observed. 1790 Paley 
force Paul. Rom. i. 9 Inquire whether we can find these 
circumstances elsewhere. 1828 Scott F. M. Perth xxxii, I 
can speak with you here as well as elsewhere. 1872 Freeman 
Gen. Sketch xiii. § 2 (1874) 238 In England and elsewhere 
many men had been burned as heretics. 

2 . To some other point ; = Elsewhither. 

1513 Douglas Mneis xi. vii. 68 Bot gif so be that thai 
lyst ellisquhair To othir costis or pepill for to wend. K76S 
Goldsm. Vic. IV. xxvi, If used ill in our dealings with one 
man we. .go elsewhere. 1863 G. Macdonald A nn. Q. Neighb. 
xxv. (1878) 436 Many of them went elsewhere to church. 

Elsewhither, Ctdv. Somewhat arch. [f. Else 
+ Whither.] To some other place, in some other 
direction. Formerly also — ‘ whithersoever 
c 1000 M lfric Gram. 38 Elleshwider, aliorsum. 1297 R. 
Glouc. (1724) 103 To Yrlond heo flowe a^eyn, & elles wyder 
heo my3te. 14E0 Caxton Chron. Eng . liv. 38 He. .sayd he 
must gone elles whyder. X57X Golding Calvin on Ps. 
xxxi. 23 That they bee not haried elsewhither. x6x6 Surfl. 

& Markh. Countr. Farm 570 Send to the towne or else- 
whither to buy bread. X837 Carlyle Fr. Rev. (1872) III. 

1. i. 11 The dusty fugitives must shrink elsewhither. 

+ ElsewllO, firon. Obs . [f. Else + Who.] Any- 
one else. 

c 1542 Udall in Ellis Orig. Lett. Lit . (1843') 4, I cannot 
persuad myself that your maistershipp hateth in me or 
elswhom any thyng excepte vices. 

Elsewise (elsiwsiz), adv. [f. Else + -wise.] 
In some other manner; in other circumstances, 
otherwise. 

1548 Udall, etc. Erasm. Par. x Cor. iii. 3 This matter., 
would elswise haue caused much spyte. 1549 Coverdale 
Erasm. Par. Rom. i. 29 Whiche wer elswyse ful of al 
naughtynes, 1865 Dickens Mut. Fr. I. 97 Elsewise the 
world got up at eight. 1888 N. Amer. Rev. Feb. 214 The 
leaders elsewise. .have declared themselves, .as his enthusi- 
astic supporters. 

F Elsibeth. players. Obs. rare- 1 , [app. f. 
the name Elizabeth.\ A kind of strolling actors. 

1672 Marvell Reh. Transp. 1. 318 A set of Elsibeth 
Players, that in the Country having worn out . . all the Playes 
they brought with them from London, etc. 

Elsin (e*lsin). Obs. exc. north dial. Forms : 5 
elsyn(g, 6-9 elsen, 5 - elson, 8 - elshin, 9 - elsin. 
fapp, a. MDu. elssene (later elzenie, mod.Du. els) 
\—*ali$na OTeut. *alasmi (whence by transpose 
tion OHG. alansa , alunsa ) ; f. the same root as 
Awl + suffix as in OTeut. *segasn& (-isnd), Ger. 
sense scythe. (The Teut. word was adopted into 
Romanic: cf. Sp. alesna, lesna, It. lesina, Fr. 
alSne, Yr. alenaf] An awl. 

c X440 Promp. Parv. 138 Elsyn [v. r. elsyng], sibula. 1530 
Palsgr. 216/2 Elson for cordwayners, alesne . x68x Colvil 
Whigs Supplic. (x75x) 107 There lyes his elson and his Hngle. 
a 1774 Fergusson Election , Syne wi’ a muckle elshin lang 
He brogit Maggie’s hurdies. 1830 Galt Laurie T. in. ix. 
(1849) x 14, 1 never bored a hole with an elsin in my life. 
1864 Atkinson Whitby Gloss., Elsin , an awl. ‘ As sharp 
as a cobler’s elsin,’ acute. 

2 . Comb. : elsin-blade, the blade of an awl, or 
the awl itself ; elsin-box, a box for holding 
awls ; elsin-haft, the haft or handle of an awl ; 
also, ‘ the old designation for a jargonelle pear 
from its resemblance to the haft of an awl’ (Jam.). 

1571 Wills fy lnv. N. C. (1835) 1 . 261 Vj doss’ elsen heftes 
., elsonblades viijf. viij*f. 1805 A. Scott Poems 57 (Jam.) 
Ane ca’s a thing like elsin-box, That drools like corn-pipes 
Fu’ queer that day. 

Elt (elt), sb. dial Also Mlt. [?var. of Yelt.] 
(See quots.) 

1842 Akerman Wilts. Gloss. (E. D. S.) Hilt , a young sow 
kept for breeding. 1864 Barnes Dorset Gloss, in Philol. 
Soc. Trans. 55 Elt, a young sow or pig. 

F Elt (elt ), v. Obs. or dial. [ad. ON. elta to 
knead, work.] To knead. 

c 1250 Gen. # Ex. 2892 And S03 holden Se titles tale, 
And elten and eilden, grete and smale. 1691 in Ray N. C. 
Wds. 24. 1721-1800 in Bailev. 1875; Lane. Gloss, s. v. 

Hoos eltin t’ doff an canno* come. 1854 in A, E. Baker 
Northamptonsh. Gloss. 

?PIence ETting, vbl. sb. ; used attrib. or as adj. 
in elting-moulds, 1 the soft ridges of fresh-ploughed 
land’ (Clare 1 ). 

1821 Clare Vill. Minstr. I. 74, I took my rounds O'er 
citing moulds of fallow grounds. Ibid. I. 91 He scampers 
over the elting soil. 1854 in A. E. Baker Northamptonsh. 
Gloss. 
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Eltehi, var. of Elchee ( Turk.) ambassador. 
Eltrieh, var. of Eldritch. 

Eltrot (edtrpt). dial. [Etymology doubtful : ?f. 
Elt sb. + Root.] a. A name for the stalk of 
several plants ; esp. Wild Parsley ( Chcsrophylhmi 
sylvestre). b. The plant itself. Also attrib. 

1878 Britten & Holl. Plant-n,, Eltrot 1. Heracleum 
Sphondylium. 2. Anthriscus sylvestris. 3. Stalk of wild 
barley. 1880 Gd. Words 150 I used to make trumpets of. . 
elder sticks, eltrot stems, and even stinging nettle stalks. 

t ElU’Cid, a. Obs. rare— 1 , [f. E- prefix + 
Lucid.] That gives out light. 

x66o Boyle New Exp. Pkys.-Mech, xxxvii. 309 Surfaces, 
which, .confusedly represent. .Images of the elucid Body. 

t EltrcicLary. Obs. rare. [ad. late L. eluci- 
ddrium an introductory treatise explanatory of a 
book or subject : cf. next.] An explanatory treatise 
or commentary ; an explanation. 

_ 1603 Holland Plutarch's Mor, 1253 Anticles and Hister 
in their Commentaries, and Elucidaries , of these things doe 
quote and alledge as much. 1692 Coles, Elucidaries, ex- 
positions of obscure things. 1775 in Ash. 

t Elucidate, a. Obs. [f. late L. e/uciddt-us, 
pa. pple. of elucidare : see next.] Clear, plain, in- 
telligible. 

a 1670 Hacket A bp. Williams 1. (1602) 137 There was not 
a greater master of perspicuity and elucidate distinctions. 

Elucidate (zTUrsid<?T), v. [f. late L. eluciddt - | 
ppl. stem of elucidd-re, f. e out + lucidus bright] ! 
trans. To render lucid ; now only fig. to throw 
light upon, clear up, explain. Also absol. 

ax 568 Coverdale Let. Wks. II. 402 Such annotations 
. . elucidate and clear [the text]. 1675 Baxter Cath, Theol. 

11. v. 88 Your own conceptions . . tend to elucidate. 1676 
Bullokar, Elucidate , to make bright or shining. 1685 
Evelyn Mem. (1857) II. 256 This, .was made out of human 
bl<x>d and urine, elucidating the vital flame, or heat, in 
animal bodies. 1748 J. Mason Elocut. 33 The great End of 
Pronunciation is to elucidate and heighten the Sense. 1789 
Gibbon Autobiog. (1854) 85 Sir William Hamilton .. has 
elucidated a country of such inestimable value to the 
naturalist. 1804 Wellington Lei. in Gurw. Disp. HI. 127, 

I mention these circumstances only because they tend to 
elucidate the foreign policy of this Prince. 1825 Macaulay 
Milton , Ess. (1851) I. x His notes have the rare merit of really 
elucidating the text. 1840 Mill Hiss. 4* Disc. (1873) 1 . 408 
This language . . serves not to elucidate. 1872 Darwin 
Emotions Introd. 5 Elucidating the physiology of the mus- 
cles of the hand. 

Elucidation (ilwsid^Jbn). [f. as prec. ; see 

-ation.] 

1. The action or process of elucidating, throwing 
light upon, making plain or intelligible. 

1570 Billingsley Euclid v. iii. 128 Somewhat will I now 
say for the elucidation of the first kinde. 1774 J. Bryant 
Mythol, II. 62 The person alluded to stands too manifest to 
need any farther elucidation. x8x8 Jas. Mill Brit. India 
II. v. viii. 688 Zeal for the elucidation of Indian delinquency. 
1843 Carlyle Past Pr. (1858; 101 Shall disclose itself, to 
mutual elucidation. 1858 Froude Hist. Eng. III. Pref. 8 
Documents .. and the notes . . added for their elucidation. 

2. That which serves to elucidate or clear up; 
an explanation, demonstration, or illustration. 

1667 Phil. Trans. II. 568 There being no further Elucida- 
tion of the said Theoreme since publisht. 1772 Pennant 
Tours Scot L \ 1774) 293 We may expect further elucidations 
from a skillful antiquary. 18x3 Sir H . ■ Davy Agric. Chem. 
viii. (1814) 344, 1 trust I shall be able to offer you satisfactory 
elucidations on the subject. 1840 Carlyle Heroes (1858) 
265 The latest generations of men will find new meanings in 
Shakspeare, new elucidations of their own human being. 

Elucidative (*Tz?sid/tiv), a. [f. L. elucidat- 
(see Elucidate) + -ive.] That tends to elucidate, 
throw light upon, make plain or intelligible. 

1822 Blackvo. Mag. XI. 207, I send you a few Notes, 
elucidative of the letter. 1878 Bayne Purit. Rev. ii. 54 
Bold caricature sketches, .with elucidative comments. 

Eluci&ator (ilUrsid^tai). [f. as prec. + -OR.] 
One who elucidates. 

? a 1633 Abbot (J.) Obscurity is brought over them, .by 
their pedantical elucidators. 1787-91 ‘ G. Gambado ’ A cad. 
Horsem. (1809) 41 As my ingenious elucidator shews you. 
1846 Hawthorne Mosses 11. viii. (1864) 180 The works of 
his own elucidators were flung upon him. 

Elucidatory (zTzI-sidtori), a. [f. prec. + -Y-] 
That elucidates, or tends to elucidate. Const, of. 

X774 W. Hutchinson (title) Freemasonry.— The Spirit 
of Masonry in Moral and Elucidatory Lectures. 1814 Q. 
Rev , XL 74 These various letters are any thing hut elucida- 
tory. x86x Craik Hist. Eng. Lit. 1 . 588 His works, .are. . not 
simply demonstrative or elucidatory ofmere matters of fact. 

f ElU'Ctate, -v. Obs. rare — l . [f. L. eluctdt-, 
ppl. stem of ehtddri to struggle out.] intr. To 
struggle forth. 

a 1670 Hacket A bp. Williams 1.(1692) 36 They did eluc- 
tate out of their injuries with credit to themselves. 

+ ElUCta'tiou. Obs. [ad. L. eluetdtidn-em a 
struggling, n. of action f. eluctari : see prec.] 

1. The action of bursting or struggling forth, fig. 
1633 T. Adams Exp. 2nd Peter ii. 3 (1865' 268 The breath 
being gathered into those straits, with a forcible eluctation 
opens the artery. 1682 Sir T. Browne Chr. Mor. (1756) 61 
There is nothing more acceptable unto the ingenious world, 
than this noble eluctation of truth. 

| 2. fig. Escape through struggle ; release. ^ 

| 1627 Donne Serm. clvii. 257, I shall be with him In his 

Eluctations, in his Victory, a 1656 Bp. Hall Rem. Whs. 
(1660) 268 At last we. . find our selves freed by a comfortable 
j and joyful eluctation. 


ELUDE. 

F Elu*cubrate, V. Obs. [f. L. eluailrat- ppl. 
stem of elucubrd-re to compose by lamplight.] 
trans. To produce (a literary work) by the ex- 
penditure of ‘ midnight oil’. 

2623 Cocker am, Elucubrate , to doe a thing by candle- 
light. 1651 Erasm. in Fuller's Abel Rediv . (1867) I. 89 
Many of his noblest works he elucubrated at Basil. ^ 1656 
Blount Glossogr., Elucubrate, to watch and write by 
candle-light. 

Elucubration (rl^kiwbr^-Jon). [f. as prec. : 
see - ation.] 

fl. The action of studying or composing by 
candle-light ; expenditure of ‘ midnight oil Obs . 

1642 Sober Sadness 6 After so many monethes elucubrations. 
1697 Evelyn Numism. ix.305 Macerating Studies and Elu- 
cubrations. X77sinAsH. 

2. concr. The product or result of studying or 
composing by candle-light: hence gen. any lite- 
rary composition. Cf. Lucubration. . 

1664 H. More Syuop. Proph. To Rdr. 185 Those worthily- 
magnified elucubrations of Mr. Joseph Mede. 1716 M. 
Davies A then. Brit. II. 272 S.Cyrillus. .whose most Erudite 
Elucubrations were printed at Paris. 1859 F. Mahoney 
Ret. Father Prout. 168 Such is the perfume that breathes 
from thy chest of posthumous elucubrations. 

Hence Blucnbrationary a. 

17x6 Myles Davies A then. Brit. II. 383 Those corrupt 
E lucubrationary mixtures of Orthodoxy and inoculated 
Heterodoxy. 

F Elu'cubrator. Obs. rare . [agent-n. £ 
as prec. : see -or.] One who elucubrates ; an 
historian or investigator. 

1566 Painter Pal. Pleas. I. 3 Histories, chronicles and 
monumentes, by the first authors and elucubrators. 

Elude d), v. [ad. L. elude-re , f. e out 4* 
ludere to play.] 

F 1. a. To befool, delude. (Partly confused 
with Illude.) Tb. To baffle, disappoint. Obs. 

1538 WRiOTHESLEYC/mw*. (1875) 1 . 75 The people had bene 
eluded and caused to doe great idolatrie. 1594 West 
Symbol. 11. § 173 A witch or hagg is_ she which being eluded 
by a league made with the devil . . thinketh, etc. 1656 Milton 
Lett, State Wks. 1738 II. 196 If that hope fail 'em, eluded 
and frustrated, .where at length to find a resting-place they 
know not. 

t c. To wile away (tedium), Obs. 
x66o R. Coke Justice Vind. 12 Men .. seek company to 
divert themselves, so to elude the length of time. 

2. To escape by dexterity or stratagem (a blow, 
attack, danger, or difficulty). 

1634-46 Row Hist. Kirk (1842) 141 Murderers, adulterers, 
&c., labours to elude discipline by fleeing from place to 
place. <2x677 Barrow Serm . II. xxxiii. (R.) The stroke of 
humane law may . . often be . . eluded by slight, by gift, by 
favour. 17x5 -20 Pope Iliad iii. 444 The wary Trojan, 
bending from the blow Eludes the death. 1790 Burke 
Fr v Rev. Wks. V. 302 Difficulties which they rather had 
eluded than escaped, meet them again in their course. 1809 
W. Irving Knickerb. (1861) i6x A thousand devices .. pre- 

? ared him to elude the wound. 1828 Scott F. M. Perth 
. 250 'It was . .agreed, that, to elude the bad omen, the new 
King should assume the name of Robert. 

b. To evade the force of (an argument). 
x6xa T. Taylor Comm , Titus i. 6. (1619) 102 Others seeking 
to elude this text say, etc. 1665 Boyle Occas, Refit. (1675) 342 
Men .. elude what they cannot despise. 1696 Whiston Th, 
Earth (1722) 27 The Holy Books ought not to be tormented 
or eluded, xyxo Luttrell Brief. Rel. (1857) VI. 625 All 
which the Paris letters of the 1st seem to dude. 1841 
D’Israeli Amen. Lit, { 1867) 4x5 He thus adroitly eludes an 
argument which, etc. 

3. To evade compliance with or fulfilment of 
(a law, order, demand, request, obligation, etc.). 

1651 Hobbes Govt. # Soc. xviii. § 13, 360 He would, .elude 
that obedience which he hath contracted to yeeld. 1698 
Sidney Disc. Govt. iii. § 27 (1704) 344 He that dos by art 
obliquely elude, confesses he has not a right absolutely to 
refuse. 1709 Steele Tatler No. 6 r 13 The Pope uses all 
imaginable shifts to elude the Treaty. 1769 Robertson 
Ckas. V, III. x. 192 He wished .. to have eluded the obli- 
gation of his oath. 1837 Thirlwall Greece VIII. 381 A 
cavil was now devised to elude this title. 1878 Browning 
La Saisias 69 How comes law to bear eluding ? 

4. To slip away from , escape adroitly from ( a 
person’s grasp or pursuit, lit. and fig.) ; to evade 
(curiosity, vigilance, etc.). 

1667 Milton P. L. ix. 158 Of these , ..the. vigilance X 
dread, and to elude, thus wrapt in mist . . glide obscure. 
1766 Goldsmith Vic. W. xxix. (1857' 210 Providence has 
thought fit to elude our curiosity. 1859 Jephson Brittany 
iv. 42 The glittering gem of the Arabian tale ever eludes 
the grasp, 1879 Harlan Eyesight iii. 35 The something 
. . that evolves thought and reason — like an ignis fatuus, 
eludes the grasp of science. 

b. Hence, To elude a person : to escape his 
embrace, grasp, pursuit. 

1791 Cowper Iliad x. 4x1 Lest he elude us, and escape to 
Troy. 1813 H. & J. Smith Horace in Lond. 156 The jilt 
[wit] in spite Eludes the man of letters. X843 Carlyle Past 
} # Pr. (1858) 297 He eludes thee like a Spirit. 2879 Froude 
C cesar xvxi. 286 Ambiorix. .had as yet eluded him. 
j 5 . Of things : To elude enquiry, notice, observa- 
tion, etc. : to remain undiscovered or unexplained. 

1791 Boswell Johnson (x8t6) II. 358 note. This celebrated 
Epitaph . . has eluded a very diligent enquiry. 1860 Tyndall 
Glac. 11. § 3. 243 The total absorption being so small as to 
elude even Melloni's delicate tests. 1878 Tait & Stewart 
Unseen Univ. vi, §177. 181 So infinitesimally small as to 
elude our observation. 

Hence Elu.’d.ed ppl, a., Elu’ding vbl. sb. 


ELITDEHT. 

1703 Pope Thebais 303 Th’ eluded rage of Jove. 1725 — 
Odyss, xvi. 495 Th’ eluded suitors stem the wat’ry way. 
1737 Johnson in Boswell *1816) I. 87 A feeble government, 
eluded laws. 1872 Geo. Eliot Middlem . v. 121 A triumphant 
eluding of his purpose. 

EUrdent, a. nonce-wd. [ad. L. eludent-em , £. 
el fid- ere ; see prec.] That eludes (the gaze). 

1848 Clough Bothie in. 21 Unseen by turns, now here, 
now in ether eludent. 

ElTT&er. [f. Elude + -er.] One who eludes. 

1642 Rogers Naarncm 529 Eluders and shifters with Gods 
Commands. 

Eiu&ible (2T«*dib’l) } a. [f. Elude + -(i)ble.] 
That may be eluded, evaded, or set at nought. 

7.724 Swift Drapiers Lett. Wks. 1755 V. 11. 132 If this 
blessed part of our law be eludible at pleasure. . we shall have 
little reason to boast. 

Blnmbated (il 2 ?*inb<?ited), ppl. a. Now only 
humorous, [f. L. elumb-is (f. e out + lumb-tis 
loin) +-ate3 +ED 1 .] Weakened in the loins.. 

1731-1800 Bailey vol. XI, Elumbated, made lame in his 
Loins. 1882 Confess, of Medwin xiii. 133 Our elumbated 
tailor came forward. 

tBlu*minate, v. Obs. rare - 1 . [as iff. L. *elu- 
mindt- ppl. stem of eluminare ; see next.] «* 
Illuminate. 

1580 H. Gifford Gilloflowers (1875) 77 Remember not my 
sinnes forepast, Eluminate my wayes. 

t Elu-mme, V- Obs. rare— 1 . [ad. med.L. elu- 
minare ^implied in elumindtio enlightenment), f. 
e out + lumen , liimin-is light,] = Illuminate. 

153a More Confut. Tindale Wks. 635/1 Thys lyghtsome 
elect of Tindall., is elumined by Luther. 

t Rbrscate, v. Obs - °. [f. L. eluscdt- ppl. 
stem of elusca-re, f. e out + lusc-us blind of one 
eye.] To make blind of one eye. Hence Elusca - 
tion, purblindness. 1623 in Cockeram. 

Elusion (/lk7*33n). [as if ad. L. Hlusidn-em , 
n. of action f. eliide-re to Elude.] 

f I. The action of deluding or befooling a person ; 
concr. an illusion, deceptive appearance. Cf. 
Elude v . i. 

1550 Cranmer Defence 22 b, Than is the sensible sacra- 
ment nothyng else but an elusion of our senses. 1683 
Salmon Doron Med. 11. 294 Strengthens, the Brain, takes 
away Elusions and Phantasms of the Mind. 1693 Wood- 
ward Nat. Hist. Earth iv. (1723) 239 The Impostures and 
Elusions of those who have pretended to it [i.e. trans- 
mutation of metals]. 

2. The action of escaping dexterously from 
(danger, pursuit, etc.), of evading (an argument, 
a command, law, or obligation) ; cf. Elude 2 , 3 . 
rare in mod. use. Const, of. 

1624-47 Bp. Hall Rem. Wks. (1660) 272 The place is so 
choakingly convictive, that there can be no probable elusion 
of it. 1633 T. Adams Comm. 2 Peter i. 3 Yet shall there be 
no elusion of God’s will. r68x H. More Exp , Dan. Pref. 
94 Interposals of humane invention are. .wicked elusions of 
the power . .of the Gospel. 1726 Amherst Terr 2? Fil. App. 
278 The trouble of writing. ,a bookupon the. .elusion of one 
particular statute. 7874 T. Hardy Madding Crowd II. xvi. 
197 The planting of flowers on Fanny's grave had been., 
but a species of elusion of the primary grief. 

f b. absol. An evasion, subterfuge; abstr. 
evasiveness. Obs. 

1617 Bp. Hall Recall. Treat. 498 1 heare your answer . .An 
elusion fit for children. 1628-- Old Relig.(i6S6) 168 Cardinal 
Bellarmine’s elusion is not a littleprejudicial tohis own cause, 
7651 Jer. Taylor Serm. 1. xxiii. 296 Laws are not to be 
cosened and abused by . .phantastick elusions. 1688 Vox 
Cleri Pro R. 7 He hath writ with all the. . Elusion, to which 
the Capacity of his Wit could extend. 

Elusive (zT&’siv), a. [f. L. elds- ppl. stem 
of eludere to Elude.] 

1. That eludes or seeks to elude. Const, of. 

1725 Pope Odyss. n. 99 Elusive of the bridal day she gives 

Fond hopes to all. 1736 Gray Transl. Statius Then 
grasped its [the ball's] weight elusive of his hold. 1737 
Savage Publ. Spirit 56 The grot, elusive of the noontide ray, 

f b. Of an argument : Evasive, of the nature of 
a subterfuge. Obs. 

1719 Waterland Vind. Chrzsfs Div. 121 An elusive, 
equivocating Answer to the Objection. 

2. a. That eludes the grasp or pursuit ; chiefly 
fig. b. That eludes distinct perception or precise 
definition ; evanescent. 

1751 Student II. 364 Pleasures . . insubstantial, elusive, 
ana transitory. 7762 Falconer Skipwr. 11. 731 They., 
groaning, cling upon the elusive weed. 7830 Cunning- 
ham Brit. Paint. II. 142 It presents us with images so 
vivid and yet elusive. 1863 Hawthorne Old Home (1879) 
138 A faint, elusive smell. 7865 M. Arnold Ess. Crit. lii. 
(1875) in Guerin’s elusive, undulating, impalpable nature. 
7883 Harper s Mag. July 177/2 Striving, .after the elusive 
spirit of the general landscape. 

Elusively f lkrsivli), ado. [f. prec. + -ly 2 .] 
In an elusive manner. 

1885 Cradqck Prophet Gt. S. Mount, vi, A tawny streak 
elusively appearing upon a hilltop or skirting a rocky 
spur. 

Elusiveness (/Ikrsivnes). [f. Elusive a. + 
-ness.] The quality of being Elusive. 

1873 Masson Drumm. of Hawtk. vi. 104 Shakespeare's 
elusiveness of publicity. 1881 — De Quincey x. 124 His 
[De Quincey's] elusiveness of all ordinary social gatherings 
had increased. 1884 Pall Mall G. 14 May, 5/1 Von Hart- 
mann is.. Protean in his elusiveness. 7884 Roe Nat. Ser. 
Story vii, Her . . reserve and elusiveness. 
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Elusory (HhrsOri), a. [ad. late L. elusorius , 
f. elds- ppl. stem of eludPre to Elude.] 

1. Tending to elude (a danger, argument, law, 
etc.) ; of the nature of an evasion or subterfuge. 

1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. 1. x, 42 They are . . elu* 
sory tergiversations. 1676 Temple Let. Wks. 1731 II. 401 
They had delayed the Exchange, .and at length offered it 
with Conditions that I esteemed wholly elusory. 1758 Sir 
J. Dalrymple Ess. Feudal Prop. 37 People . . took directly 
an elusory duty, as a rose, a pair of spurs, etc. 1849-50 
Alison Hist. Europe III. xiv. § 63. 199 Security., which 
proved in the end almost elusory. 

b. nonce-use. Characterized by eluding. _ 

7825 Scott Talism. i, The Christian knight, desirous to 
terminate this elusory warfare, .seized the mace. 

2. Of an object of thought : That eludes the 
mental grasp ; that one cannot * get hold of \ 

1856 Ferrier Inst. Metapk. Introd. 68 This.. is a most 
elusory, .problem. 

Hence EXirsoriness. rare 
1737 in Bailey ; 1775 in Ash ; and in mod. Diets, 
t Ehrte, V- Obs. rare. [f. L. eliit- ppl. stem of 
ehie-re to wash out.] trans. To wash out, cleanse. 

1737 Arbuthnot A liments 116 The more oily any Spirit is, 
the more pernicious, because it is harder to be eluted by 
the Blood. 1782-90 in Bailey. 1847 in Craig. 

Elution (iWJm). Chem. [f. L. elution-em 
n. of action f. elug-rc : see prec.] Washing from 
impurity ; in early Chemistry (see quot). _ 

1612 Woodall Snrg. Mate Wks. (1653) 270 Elution is the 
preparation of common Bole, Talcum, Crocus Martis, Terra 
Lemnia, etc., by pulverization, calcination, lotion, etc. 1870 
PI. E. Godfrey in Eng. Mech. 28 Jan. 484/2 All these 
starches are prepared by elution. 

Elutriate (/M’trii^t), v. [f. L. elutriat- ppl. 
stem of elutrid-re to wash out.] titans. To decant ; 
to strain out ; to purify by straining : in Chem. to 
separate the lighter from the heavier particles of a 
pulverulent mixture by washing. 

1731 Bailey vol. II, Elutriated, poured out of one vessel 
into another. 1733 Arbuthnot A ir The al teration . . must 
produce some difference in elutriating the blood as it passes 
through the lungs. 1775 in Ash. 1855 Garrod Mat. Med . 
(ed. 6j 76 Chalk reduced to a very fine powder and elutriated. 

Elutriation (/Iteri^-Jan). [f. L. elutriat - : 
see prec. and -ation.] The action of elutriating. 

1661 Origens Opin. in Phoenix (172x1 L 44 Matter — which 
after all its. .Elutriations. .in the Body, is not purged from 
the coarse Tincture it had from its Earthly Original. 1756 
C. Lucas -£ 4 ?. Waters III, 107, I repeted this elutriation or 
washing.. till I found the water was no longer affected. 
7770-4 A. Hunter Georg. Ess. (1803) I. 231 Twenty grains 
..gave, by elutriation, five grains of sand. 1876 Harley 
Mat. Med. 17 The simple process of elutriation. 

t Elutropia. Obs. [bad form of med.L. elio- 
tropia , f. Gr. ^Kiorpotnov : see Heliotrope.] 
a. A gem supposed to possess optical virtues 
and properties, b. A herb supposed to have been 
used in witchcraft. 

1567 Maplet Gr. Forest 7 Elutropia is a Gemme, in colour 
greene, or grassie, in part coloured and bespotted with Pur- 
ple speckes & bloud coloured vaines. .Alsoacertaine Hearbe 
which Enchaunters & Witches haue oftentimes vsed, and 
doe vse. 1688 R. Holme Armoury n. 40/1 The Elutropia. . 
will cause things a farr off to be presented to your Eyes. 

Eluvial (iTarvial), a. Geol . [f. Eluvi-um + 
-al.] Pertaining to, or of the nature of, eluvium. 

1862 G. P. Scrope Volcanos 172 There is another not un- 
frequent cause of such ‘ eluvial ’ debacles. 1881 Geikie in 
N attire XXIII. 225 The superficial weathering of rocks, and 
the formation of * eluvial ’ accumulations. 

I! Eluvies (Zl'u-vifz). [L. eluvies a washing 
away of impurities, f. elue-re to wash off.] 

a. ‘Old term for the humour discharged in 
leucorrhoea ; an inordinate discharge of any kind’ 
{Syd. Soc. Lex.), b. ‘ The effluvium from a swampy 
place’ (Hooper Med. Diet.). 

1710 T. Fuller Pharm. Extemp. 316 This Medicament. . 
extirpates, .the.. Eluvies of depraved Humours out of the 
whole Body. 

Eluvium (21i£*vi#m). Geol. [mod.Lat., f. e 
out + lucre to wash, on the analogy of Alluvium.] 
A term proposed for accumulations of debris 
either produced in situ by atmospheric agencies, 
or carried by wind-drift. 

1882 Geikie Text-bk. Geol. in. n. i. § 1. 322 For atmo- 
spheric accumulations ^ of this nature Traufschold has 
proposed the name eluvium. 

Eluxate (Htf-ks^t), v. [f. E- pref* 4- luxdt- 
ppl. stem oi luxa-re to put out of joint.] trans . 

* To dislocate or put out of joint * {Syd. Soc. Lex.). 
1731-1800 Bailey, Eluxated, wrenched, strained, sprained, 
put out of joint. 2775 in Ash. 

Hence Eluxa'tion. 

1847 Craig, Eluxation : see Luxation. In mod. Diets. 
Rlvaxi (e-lvan). Also 8 elvin. [In the West 
Cornwall Gloss. (E. D. S.) referred to Corn, elven 
spark, ‘the rock being so hard as to strike fire’.] 

1. The name given in Cornwall to intrusive rocks 
of igneous origin, so hard as to resist the pick, as 
quartz-porphyry, whinstone, etc. Also attrib. 

1791 Beddoes in Phil. Trans. LXXXI. 65 Whether the 
basaltes proceeds southward by such interruptions till it join 
the Elvin or Whinstone. 1864 Lyell in Reader 17 Sept. 358 
One wall consisting of el van or porphyritic granite. 2865 J. 
T.TuRNERmS ’ late Quarries 22 Elvan cor slate whose cleavage 
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was destroyed by internal heat) of unknown thickness. 2879 
Rutley Stud. Rocks iv. 33 The quartz-porphyries or elvans* 

2. A broad vein or dike of this rock. 

1849 Murchison Siluria xvii. 417 Limestone pierced by 
elvans, or granite dykes. 

H ence £ Tvanite. Min. = Elvan, Elvanrtio a 
containing or characterized by elvanite. 

1882 Geikie Text-bk. Geol. 11. n. § 6. 136 Elvan or elvan- 
ite. .is a Cornish term for a crystalline-granular mixture of 
quartz and orthoclase. 2883 Standard 28 July 1/6 Granu- 
lite is an elvanitic or fine-grained granite. 

t ETvat. Also i elefset, 5 elevat. [OE. elefset, 
f. Ele, oil + fiet vessel: see Vat.] An oil- vessel, 
an ampulla : see Ampulla 2 . 

c 1000 MlfmcVoc. in Wr.-Wtilcker 123 Emicadium , eleftet 
c 2050 Ibid. 437 Legithum, arnpellan, o 33 e elefaet. c 1450 
Ibid. 593 Lechitus , an elevat. c 1450 Ibid. 592 Lenticular 
crismatorye or an El vat. c 1450 Ibid. 621 Xrismaiorium. 
the Eluat. 

Elve, obs. var. of Elf. 

+ Riven. Obs. Forms: 1 selfen, elfen, 3 
pi. alfene, alvene, eivene. [OE. eelfen, <ffen, 
repr. a WGer. type *afflinnja fem., f. *albi-z Elf. 
# Although the OE. word glosses plural sbs. in the Latin, 
it is grammatically necessary to regard it as a fem. sing.] 

Originally, a female elf, but in later use applied 
to both sexes. 

a 1100 Ags. Voc. in Wr.-Wiilcker 189 Oreades , muntselfen. 
Dryades , wuduelfen. Moides, feldelfen. Hamadryades f 
wylde elfen. Naiades , saeelfen. Castalides , dunelfen. c 1205 
Lay 21998 Alfene [i27Saluene]hine dulfen. 1297 R* Glouc, 
130 per bep in J?e eir an hey wy3tes . . pat men ciepup eluene. 
c 2314 Guy Warw. (A.) 3862 A brond pat was y-made in 
Eluene lond. 

River (erivai). [var. of Eelfake.] A young 
eel, esp. a young conger or sea-eel. Also attrib. 9 
as in elver-cake, a cake made of elvers. 

c 1640 J. Smyth Hundred Berkeley (1885V319 Elvers, sup- 
posed by some to bee the younge eele. 1679 Locke in Lord 
King Life (1858) 134 At Bristol . . taste . . elvers. 1748 De 
Foe, etc. Tour Gt. Brit. II. 306 (Little eels] they make 
..into small Cakes. .These Elver-cakes they dispose of at 
Bath and Bristol. 1726 Diet. Rust., Elvers , a sort of 
Griggs, or small Eels. 1863 H. C. Pennell^ ngler-nat. 394 
The Eelets, or Elvers, are at first very small and transparent. 

Hence ETverhood. nonce-zud . 

1886 Fishing 18 Sept. 414 Eels of the _ size caught, .at the 
New Mills.. must have passed all their lives since elver- 
hood above the mills. 

Elves, pi. of Elf. 

Rivet (e-lvet). [f. Elf + -et.] A tiny elf. 

2885 T. P. B\ttersby Elf Land 73 ‘ He is an elf’. Psyche 
answered, ‘ but he is one of those we call elvets’. 

Elvish (e*lvij), a. Also 4 alvisch, elvisch, 
-yssli, 6 -yshe. See also Elfish, [f. Elf + -ish.] 

1. Of or pertaining to elves ; having the nature 
of an elf ; supernatural, weird. 

c 1340 Gaw. 4 Gr. Knt. 681 Wyth an aluisch mon. c 1386 
Chaucer Chan. Yem. Frol, T. 198 Whan we been there 
as we shul exercise Oure Eluysshe craft. 1597 Bi>. Hall 
Sat., Defiance Envie 49 Scour the rusted swords of elvish 
knights. 1814 Scott La. of Isles 1. xxi, Wild sparkles, .the 
vessel’s side With elvish lustre lave. 1834 Beckford Italy 
II. 77 These oracular little elvish beings. 1840 Lytton 
Pilgr. Rhine xxx, Elvish spells. 

2. Like an elf in behaviour : *p a. Spiteful, cross- 
grained, peevish ; also transfi. of diseases, Irritat- 
ing, troublesome {obs.). b. Now in a milder 
sense : Tricksy, mischievous (cf. Elfish). 

c 1386 Chaucer Sir Tkopas Frol. 13 He semeth eluyssh by 
his contenance. 1529 More Comf. agst. Trib.^ 11. Wks. 
1182/2 Eye, what eyleth this gyrle? that eiuish vrehin weneth 
I wer a diueU I trow. 2549 Cheke Hurt. Sedit. (1641) 14 
Where. .prating is judged wisdome, and the elvishest is 
most meet to rule. 2566 Studley Seneca’s Agam. (1581) Ab, 
Thou malipert and witlesse wench, thyme elvishe prating stay. 
1601 Dent Pathw. Heaven 389 Hee yegardeth not our in- 
firmities, though we be often times waiward and eiuish. i6ox 
Holland Pliny II. 258 Sow-bread sodden in water, cureth 
the eiuish & angry kibes. . vpon the heels. 1607 Topsell 
Four-f Beasts 321 The crown-scab [in horses], .is an elvish 
and painful disease. 1623 Cockeram, ii, Froward, Eiuish. 
1678-96 Phillips, Elvish, froward. 1721-1800 in Bailey. 

3. Comb., as elvish-marked. 

1557 Shaks. Rich. 1. iii. 228 Thou eiuish mark’d, abortiue 
rooting Hogge. 

Ely, v. Sc. 

1. intr. To disappear gradually from sight. 

7813 Hogg Queen's Wake 174 Quhan the sun and the 

worild haif elyit awaye. 1818 — Brownie of Bodsb. II. 36 
It elyed away o’er the brow, an’ I saw nae mair o’t. 

2. To drop off one by one, as a company does 
that disperses imperceptibly. (Jam.) 

+ Elyxlinious, Obs. rare —l . [f. Gr. \NKvx~ 
viov lamp-wick, f. kv in + Xvxvos lamp.] Of the 
nature of a wick. (Erroneously explained by 
Blount.) 

1646 SirT. Browne Pseud. Ep. in. xiv. 140 Men practise to 
make long Snasts or Elychnious parts for lampes, out of 
Alumen plumosum. 2656 Blount Glossogr., Elychnious, 
that hath no match or light, without a wick. 2775 in Ash. 

Rlydoric (elid5»*rik), a. [ad. F. eludorique, 
badly f. Gr. aiov oil + uSmp water.] The dis- 
tinctive epithet of a mode of painting invented by 
Vincent, of Montpetit, in which both oil and 
water were used. 

1826 Elmes Diet. Fine Arts K Elydoric Painting [The pro- 
cess is fully described]. 2847 in Craig ; and in mod. Diets. 


EXTSTNE, 


99 


BK-, 


f Elyne, adv. Obs var. of Aline adv., q. v. 
cxy]S Sc- Leg. Samis, VII Siemens 417 yni enteryt a! 
f?at mycht elyne. 

f Elynel. Her. Obs. rare— l . 
i486 Bk. Si. Albans , Her. Bivb, Elynellis be calde in 
arrays iiij quadrantis truncholis. 

Elynge, var. of Flenge, Obs. 

Elyot, obs. form of Helot. 

Elysian '..Hi-ziaa, gian), Forms: 6-7 elis-, 
elizian, 6- elysian. [f. Elysi-um + -an.] 

1 . Of or pertaining to Elysium. 

1622 Massinger, etc. Virgin Mart. iv. iii, The remem- 
brance Of the Elysian joys thou might’st have tasted. 1667 
Milton P. L. iii. 358 The river of Bliss. . Rowls o’re EUsian 
Flours her amber stream. 1831 Carlyle Sari. Res. (1858) 
42 Is that a real Elysian brightness? 1882 Ouida Maremma 
1 . 149 Vast grasslands .. covered in spring with the elysian 
asphodel. 

b. Elysian fields = Elysium i and 2 ; alsoy%v 
1579 Spenser Sheph. Cal. Nov. 179, I see thee blessed 
soule, I see. Walk in Elisian fieldes so free. 1641 Maister- 
ton Serm. 23 Orchards of delight, surpassing the Elysian 
fields. 1716 Lady M. W. Montague Lett. xl. I. 162 This 
place .. perfectly answers the description of the Elysian 
fields. 1843 Carlyle Past $ Pr. (1858) 102 The Elysian- 
Fields of Memory. 

2 . fig. Of the nature of, or resembling, what is 
in Elysium ; beatific, glorious. 

1750 Johnson Ramil. No. 36 Pi We. .suffer ourselves. .to 
be transported to elysian regions. 1813 Byron Br. Abydos 
1. vi, Too transcendent vision, When heart meets heart again 
in dreams Elysian. 1850 Mrs. Jameson Leg. Monas t. Ord. 
(1863) 277 Nothing can be imagined more, .bright and ely- 
sian than these figures. 

B. as sb. — Elysium. Obs. rare. 

1586 Marlowe 1st Pt. Tamburl. v. ii, To get a passage to 
Elisian. Ibid. Hell and Elisian swarme with Ghosts of men. 

Hence Elysianize v.intr ., to speak in terms of 
rapturous or extravagant approbation. 

1868 Bushnell Serin. Living Sztbj. 413 They .. fall into 
a strain of elysianizing. 

Elysium (Hi’ziiim, -gii?m). Forms : 7-8 elize- 
um, -ium, elyzium, 8 elisium, 6- elysium. [a .L. 
elysium, ad. Gr, ’H kvcnov (nediov) the abode of the 
blessed.] 

1 . The supposed state or abode of the blessed 
after death in Greek mythology. 

1599 Broughton Lett. xiii. 44 Two passages one leading 
into Elysium, the other into Tartarus. 1646 J. Hall Horae 
Vac. 29 There is more in that Elizium of the Poets then a 
meere flowrish. 1702 Rowe A mb. Step-Moth. iv. ii. 1845 
That Lethe and Elisium Which Priests and Poets tell. 1768- 
74 Tucker Lt. Nat. (1852) II. 321 The enjoyments of Ely- 
sium and punishments of Tartarus. 

2 . transf. Any similarly-conceived abode or state 
of the departed. 

1603 H. Petowe in Farr’s S. P. Jus. 1 , 105 Shee’s hence, 
For sweet Eliza in Elizium lives. _ 1667 Milton P. L. iii. 
472 Thee who to enjoy Plato’s Elysium, leap’d into the Sea. 
1796 Morse Amer. Geog. I. 511 The departed spirit is ten 
days in its passage to their happy elysium. 1847 Lytton 
Lucretia (1853) 220 The son of the East [placed], .his ely- 
sium by cooling streams. 

3 . fig. A place or state of ideal or perfect hap- 
piness. 

1599 Shaks. Hen. V \ rv. i. 291 The wretched Slaue all 
Night sleepes in Elizium. 1640 T. Carew Poems Wks. (1824) 
60 Flye with me to love’s Elizium. 1702 Rowe Tamerl iv. 
i. 1831 Injur’d Lovers find Elizium there. 1836 Hor. Smith 
Tin Trump. (1876) 179 Holidays . . the Elysium of our boy- 
hood, perhaps the only one of our life. 

f 4 . attrib. Obs. 

1616 Pasquil <$• Kath. m. 278 Why do’st thou forsake 
Elizeum pleasures. ci68s Roxb. Ball. (1886) VI. 223 To 
th’ Elizium Shades I post. C1740 Mrs. Pendarves Auto- 
biog. I. 12, I:.. thought the poet’s description of the Ely- 
sium fields nothing to the delights of those entertainments. 
Elyte, var. of Elite, Obs. 

Elytra! (e-litral), a. E?itom. [f. Elytr-on + 
-al.J Of or pertaining to the elytra of a beetle. 

1880 Athenaeum 18 Dec. 819/3 Hr. Pascoe exhibited a 
large series of Arescus histrio from Peru, to show the ex- 
treme variabilityof the elytral markings in this species. 
Elytriforrn (elrtrif^im), a. [f. as next + 
-form.] That has the form of elytra. 

1833 Kirby Hah. $ Inst. Anim. II. xx. 318 The Strepsip- 
tera have, .two elytriforrn subspiral organs. 

Elytrigerous (elitri^eras), a. [f. elytri-, 
comb. f. Elytrum + L. - ger - bearing + -ous.] 
That has or bears elytra. 

1877 Huxley Anat. Inv. An, v. 234 The order ofarrange- 
ment of the elytrigerous , , somites is very curious. 

Elytrin (editrin). [f. Elytr-on + -in.] ‘The 
form of chitin which composes the elytra of in- 
sects ’ (Syd. Soc. Lex.). 

Elytroid (editroid) a, [ad. Gr. ekvrpoeidrjs, f. 
ikvrpov sheath + etSos form,] Resembling an ely- 
tron or sheath, sheath-like. 

3864 in Webster ; and in mod. Diets. 

Elytron (eiitr^n). PL elytra; also 8 elitra. 
[a. Gr . eXvTpov a sheath.] A sheath or covering. 
+ 1 . (See quot.) Obs. ~ °. 

*753 Chambers Cycl. Supfi., Elytron . . Hippocrates has 
appropriated the word to signify the membranes, which in- 
volve the spinal marrow. 2882 in Syd. Soc. Lex.. 

2 . The outer hard wing-case of a coleopterous 
insect, pi. elytra. Also Comb., as elytra-like adj. 


1774 Goldsmith Nat. Hist. (1862) IT. iv. vi. 548 The 
elytron, or case for the wings [of the beetle]. 1777 Henly 
in Phil. Trans. LXVII. 123 Elitra of the stag-beetle. 2802 
Bingley Anim. BiogAiZig) III. 151 The larvae of the Ear- 
wigs, .have neither wings nor elytra. 1853 Dana Crust, n. 
1370 The two elytra-like prolongations of the shell. 1871 
Darwin JDesc. Man I. x. 343 The females of some water 
beetles have their elytra deeply grooved. 

3 . ‘ A term applied to the shield-like plates or 
notopodial appendages on the back of some poly- 
chsetous annelids’ (Syd. Soc. Lex.). 

1841-71 T. R. Jones Anim. Kingd. 274 In Aphrodite 
aculeata the tale of the real uses of the elytra or scales is 
plainly told. 1878 Bell tr. Gegenbauer's Comp. Anat. 134 
The elytra are special appendages of the parapodia. 

4 . ‘A term for the vagina’ (Syd. Soc. Lex.). 
Hence in various surgical terms, as t Blytro- 

ceTe, vaginal hernia. Elytropla*sty, the opera- 
tion of closing a vesico- vaginal fistulous opening 
by borrowing a flap from the labia or nates : 
hence Blytropla’stic a. Elytro*rrliapliy, the 
operation of closing the orifice of the vagina by 
suture in order to support the uterus when pro- 
lapsed ; the suturing of a ruptured vagina. 

1872 F. Thomas His. Women 195 Elytroplasty is still em- 
ployed sometimes where great destruction of tissue has 
taken place at the base of the bladder. Ibid. 169 The opera- 
tion of elytrorrhaphy. 

Elytrons (editros), a. [f. Elytr-on + -ous.] 
That resembles or has the nature of elytra. 

1848 Johnston in Proc. Be-rw. Nat. Club. II. vi. 302 The 
back . . partially covered with an elytrous. .ovate skin. 

ETytrum. [mod.L.ad.Gr. ekvrpov.] — Elytron. 
1816 Kirby & Sp. Entomol. (1820) IT. xxiii. 347 In Blatta 
the left elytrum laps over the right. 

Elzevir (edzfvsx). Also 8 elzever, 9 elziver. 

1 . The name (properly Elzevier, latinized Elze- 
virius) of a family of printers at Amsterdam, The 
Hague, Leyden, and Utrecht (1592-1680), famous 
chiefly for their editions of the classics, many of 
which are still valued by collectors. Used attrib. 
or as adj., e. g. in Elzevir edition , an edition pub- 
lished by one of the Elzeviers ; formerly applied 
also to editions printed in the small neat form 
and with the kind of type adopted by them. Also 
absol. a book printed by one of the Elzeviers. 

17. . Pope Let. Wks. VI. 19, I gave the boy a small bagg, 
containing three shirts and an elzevir Virgil. 1713 Steele 
Englishm. No. 52. 335 The Poem I speak of. . is just now 
published in a little Elzevir Edition. 1842 Mrs. Gore 
Fascin. 126 Placing his spectacles in one of his pockets, and 
. . one of his precious Elzevirs in the other, i860 J. Ken- 
nedy Swallow B. vi. 66 Some famous Elzivirs werepickedup. 

2 . Elzevir letter, type. a. The style of type 
used by the Elzeviers in their small editions of the 
classics. 

1710 Lond. Gaz. No. 4637/3 A neat Edition on an Elzever 
Letter. 

b. Now used as the name of a special form of 
printing ty|)es. — ELZEVIR TYPE. 

Elzevirian (elzM®*rian), a. [f. prec. 4- -ian.] 

1 . Of or pertaining to the Elzeviers ; (of books) 
published by or in the style of the Elzeviers. 

1802 Dibdin Introd. Classics 11 The Elzevirian Press. 

2 . quasWA One who collects or fancies the 
editions of the Elzeviers. 

1862 Burton Bk. Hunter 18 He was not a black-letter 
man . . or an Elziverian. 

Em (em). The name of the letter M. In 
Printing \ the square, formerly of the type m, used 
in typography as the unit for measuring and esti- 
mating the amount of printed matter in a line, 
page, etc. The em of pica is the standard. 

1864 Daily Tel. 3 Oct. [The printers’ union] advanced its 
demands from forty-five cents to sixty cents per thousand 
‘ ems *. 2888 Encycl. Brit. s.v. Typography , The width of 
..pages.. is expressed according to the number of ‘ems’, 
that is of a pica ‘ m * — the square of the. depth of pica. .A 
page of 24 ems wide is equal to one of 4 inches. 

’Em (am), pron. Originally the unstressed 
form of Hem, dat. and accus. 3rd pers. pi. The 
emphatic form of the pronoun was early super- 
seded by Them, but the unstressed form continued 
to be used, being regarded as an abbreviation of 
them. In literature it is now obs. or arch., but 
is still common in familiar speech. 

In north midland dialects 'em may have arisen from them : 
cf. South Yorkshire * at for that. In strictly northern dia- 
lects it is never used. 

1380 Sir Ferumb. 3098 per na ascapedem non. 1599 
Shaks. Hen. V , iv. iii. 124 These joints.. As I will leave 
’em them. 167a R. "Wild Poet. Licent. 35 Some men 
there be that carry all before ’em. 1702 Eng. Theophrast. 
2 New-Cast your poems, purge ’em of their dross. 1730 W. 
Pelham Let. in Lady Chatterton Mem, Adm, Gambier 
(3861) I. iii. 36 You know my thoughts, I will trouble you 
therefore no more about ’em. 1832 Tennyson Death Old 
Year , He gave me a friend, and a true true-love. And the 
New-Year will take ’em away. 1868 Furnivall Temp. Prep, 
to Six-Text Cant. Tales 41 note, We can’t blame ’em, as 
we all used to do the same. 

Em, obs. form of Am : see Be v . 

Em, var. of Eme, Obs., uncle. 

Em-, prefix, the form assumed by the prefix 
En- (q.v.) before b, p, and (frequently) m. For 


the reasons stated under En-, nearly all the Eng. 
words with this prefix, whether of Romanic or 
Eng. formation, have (or formerly had) alternative 
forms with IM-. In this Dictionary the em - and the 
im- form, except where usage has introduced a 
distinction of sense between the two, will be 
treated as belonging to one and the same word, 
the article being placed under E or I in accordance 
with the principles explained under En-. 

The various functions of the prefix, and its use 
as an Eng. formative, are explained under En-. 
Of the many compounds formed by prefixing em- 
to English words, those which have any special 
importance or require special remark, are inserted 
in their alphabetical place ; the following are 
examples of those which are nonce-words or of 
rare occurrence. 

1. Transitive vbs. (often found only in vbl. sb., 
pa. pple,, or ppl. adj.). 

a. f. em - + sb ., 1 to put (something) into or upon 
what is denoted by the sb. ’ ; also £ to put what is 
denoted by the sb. into ’ (something). 

Embag, to put into a bag ; tembalance, to put 
in the balance (with) ; f embare, to make bare ; 
f embarrel, to pack in barrels ; + embill, to put 
food into (a bird’s) bill ; embireh (cf. embark \ 
to put on board a birch-bark canoe (in quot. intr 
for refi.) ; t embottle, to put into a bottle ; + em* 
brail, to put (a sail) into a brail, to brail ; *f em- 
breeeh., to put (a gun) upon a breech or stock ; 
embronze, to represent in bronze ; + embusk, to 
put on a busk, raise by means of a busk ; em- 
buskin, to encase (the leg) in a buskin ; f empall, 
to cover with a pall or cloak ; empanoply, to array 
in complete armour ; empaper, to put down on 
paper ; emparchment, to put or write on parch- 
ment ; f erupill [after empoison], to dose as with 
a pill. 

1812 W. Tennant A nster F. i, Mad t’ *embag their limbs. 
1643 T. Goodwin Aggrav. Sin 4 The least dram of which, 
the whole world *emballanced with, would be found too light. 
1635 A. Niccholes Marriage «$• Wiv. vii. in Harl, Misc. 
{1744) II. 152 *Embared Breasts. 1599 Nashk Lent. Stuffe 
in Harl. Misc. VI. 179 Our *embarreld white-herrings., 
last in long voyages. 1598 Florio, Imbeccare , to *embill 
or feede birds. Imbeccata, an embilling, a billing or feed- 
ing. 2864 Lowell Fireside Trav. 153 We were *embirch« 
ing. .for our moose-chase, a 2693 Urquhart Rabelais m. 
Iii. 422 I had *embottled them. 2708 J. Philips Cyder n. 
352 Firmest Fruit, Embottled long. 276a Falconer Shipwr. 
11. 303 He who strives the tempest to disarm, Will never first 
*embrail the lee yardarm. 1598 F lorio, Imbracare, to *ear 
breech, or put any artillerie vpon a stocke. 1743 Francis 
Horace's Satires n. iii. That you . . in the Capitol *embronz’d 
may stand. 2593 Nashe Christ's T. (1613)245 Their breasts 
they *embuske vp on hie. 1596 Fitz-Geffray Sir F. Drake 
(1882) 26 Statelie shanks *embuskind by the Muses. 2599 
Nashe Lent. Stuffe 22 The red herring. .*empals our sage 
Senatours . . in princely scarlet. 2581 J. Bell H addon's 
Ansiv. Osor. 360 The empalled and Mytred Byshoppes. 
2784 W. Spencer in Poems [2811) 60 *Empanoply’d in arms. 
2847 Tennyson Princ . v, 472 Empanoplied and plumed 
We entered in. 2861 Reade Cloister $ H. III. 233 I will 
*empaper it before your eyes. 2840 Carlyle Heroes (2858) 
284, 1 take your Bull, as an *emparchmented Lie, and burn it. 
2603 Sylvester Du Bartas 428 In the sugar (even) of 
sacred writ He may *empill us with som banefull bit. 

b. f. em- + sb. or adj., with general sense tf to 
bring into a certain condition or state * ; also (cf, 
3) ‘ to furnish with something 

Embeggar ; f embloody ; + embrawn, to 

make brawny, harden ; f embulk, to make bulky, 
to extend; embullion (cf. Bullion sbp>) to be- 
stud ; f empeevish, to make peevish ; f empro- 
late, to make a prelate of. 

1806 Southey in C. Southey Life III. 54 They have so., 
vulgarised, impoverished and *embeggared the language. 
26-. T. Adams Wks. 1861-2 II. 246 Oh the unmatchable 
cruelty that some men’s religion (if I may so call it) hath 
# embloodied them to l 2599 Nashe Lent. Stuffe 38 It will 
*embrawne and iron crust his flesh. 2775 Harris Philos. 
Arrangem. (1841) 273 note This (that is, the first matter) 
being *embulked with three extensions. 1523 Skelton 
Garl. Laurel Wks. 487 *Embullyoned with sapphires. <2 2687 
H. More in Ward Life (1710) 207 Pain . . doth ordinarily 
*empeevish the Spirit of the Afflicted. 2603 Florio Mon- 
taigne in. x. (.2632) 572 Who *emprelate themselves even to 
the heart and entraiies. 

2. Verbs £ em- + verb, with additional sense of 
in, or simply with more or less intensive force. 

+ Embias ; + embribe ; f embruise ; f em- 
bubble ; + emplight ; f empromise. 

2682 Mrs. Behn Roundheads 11. i, A . . mind *embyass’d 
in affairs of blood. 16x1 Speed Gt. Brit. ix. ix. 27 

Five thousand Markes, with which the Queene Dowager of 
France had (as he said) *embribed him. c 2570 Treas. 
Amadis de Gaule (Bynneman) 279 My *embrused brest. 
2653 Benlowes Theophila v. xc. Like diamonds thaw’d to 
Air, *embubble forth in streams. ci 86 o S. Bamford in 
HarlandXtfttC. Lyrics 24 She *emplighteth her vow. c 2540 
tr. Polyd. Vergil's Eng, Hist. { Camd. ) I. 140 The dowghter 
of Offa . . was *empromised him to espouse. 

3. Participial adjs. f. em- + sb. + -ed, with the 
sense ‘ furnished with * : 

Embastioned, embeadled, empimplecL 
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1832 E. Roberts Oriental Sc. 49 Each to wer-*ein bastion ’d 
citadel. 1859 Sala Tw. round Clock(t& 6 z) 194 Oxford Street, 
with its *embeadled colonnade. 1839 Blackio. Mag. XLV. 
354 [A toper’s] *empimpled proboscis. 

(For words beginning with em- not found in 
their alphabetical place, or included in this article, 
see Im-.) 

f Emar cerate, v- Oh. rare. [f. L. emacerdt - 
ppl. stem of emacerare, i. e- intensive + macer-dre 
to make lean.] tram. —Emaciate. 

1610 [see next]. 1676 Bullokar, Emacerate or Emaciate , 
to make thin, lean, or poor in flesh. 1669 Loud. Gaz. No. 
400/4 The Dauphin is weak, and much emacerated by his 
long distemper. 1731-6 Bailey vol. II. 1818 in Todd. 

t Ema*cerated, ppl- a. Oh. [f. prec. + -ed.] 
Emaciated ; also transf. of soils, exhausted, im- 
poverished. 

1610 W. Folkingham Art of Survey 1. x. 26 All Emacer- 
ated Soy les are much amended with fatte Ashes. 1704 
Collect. Voy. (Churchill) III. 598/1 The poor emacerated 
Soldiers of the Garison. 

t Emaxerating, ppl- a. Oh, [f. as prec. + 

-TNG 2 ] = Emaciating. 

1681 Moores Baffled 5 After some emacerating disease has 
reduced it. 1709 Brit. Apollo II. Extra No. 6. 3/1 Ema- 
cerating Liquors, .will make them leaner. 

t Ema cera’tion. Ohr~° [f. as prec. ; see 

-ATION.] 

a. = Emaciation, b. = Maceration ( of drugs'). 

1656 Blount Glossogr., Emaceration, a Pulling down or 
making lean. 1678 Phillips, Emaceration , a soaking or 
wasting. 1715 in Kersey. 1721-1800 in Bailey. 1818 Todd, 
Emaceration^ leanness or falling away in flesh. 

f Emaxiant, a. Oh. [ad. L. emaciant-em, pr. 
pple. of emaciare see next,] That emaciates. 

1651 tr. Bacon's Life 4* Death 64 Diet Eraaciatit, and Re- 
newing. 

Emaciate (ftn^-Ji \K),ppl. a. [ad.L .emaciatus, 
pa. pple. of emaciare to Emaciate.] = Emaciated. 

1675 Evelyn Terra (1729) 23 Some are so emaciate and 
lean. 1774 T. Warton Oxford Ale gx Emaciate steeds. 
2795 Southey Joan of A re 11. 313 Pale, hollow-eyed, ema- 
ciate, sleepless wretch. x8x8 Milman Santorxe, Ah generous 
King ! That sets the emaciate wolf to dog the flock. 1818 
Todd, Emaciate, sunk ; wasted; deprived of flesh. 

Emaciate (zm^-Jii^t), v. [f. L. hnaciat- ppl. 
stem of emaciare + e out + maci-es leanness.] 

1. trans. a. To make lean, waste, deprive of 
flesh, b. transf. To impoverish (soil). 

1650 H. Brooke Conserv. Health 177 Dries and emaciates 
the Body. 3746 Hervey Medit . (18181 159 Consumption 
may emaciate the dimpled cheeks. 1818 Mrs. Shelley 
Frankenst . iv. (3865) 23 His body was dreadfully emaciated 
by fatigue and suffering. 3862 Fraser's Mag. Nov. 575, 
I was so emaciated by illness. 

+ 2. intr. To become lean, dwindle. Oh. rare. 
1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud, Ep. vi. xiii. 366 That he ema- 
ciated and pined away. 

Emaxiated, ppl. a. [f. prec. + ~ed 1.] Made 
lean, atrophied. Also fig. 

1665 Phil. Trans. I. 87 The whole Body was bloudless, 
thin and emaciated. 1732 Cheselden Anat. 1. i. (1726) 6 
The emaciated bone weighed thirty grains less than half the 
weight of the other. 1777 Howard Prisons Eng. (1780) 5 
Many who went in healthy, are in a few months changed to 
emaciated dejected objects. 1855 Macaulay Hist. Eng . 
III. 403 The emaciated corpse was laid, .next to the corpse 
of Monmouth. 1880 Max Muller Ess. I. 363 The prose of 
our traditional and emaciated speech. 

Emaxiating, vbl. sb. [f. Emaciate v. + -ing 1.] 
Making lean ; fig. enfeebling. 

3717 L. Howel Desiderius (ed. 3) 125 Without these all 
other Food tends to the emaciating and imparing our 
spiritual Strength. 

Emaxiating, ppl- a. [f. as prec. + -ing 2 .] 
That emaciates. 

a 3626 Bacon (J.) Men, after long emaciating diets, wax 
plump, fat, and almost new. 3656 Blount Glossogr., Ema- 
ciating diseases, Consumptions or such like. 1794 S. 
Williams Vermont 331 Emaciating pains and maladies. 

Emaciation (ftn^ji^fjbn). [ad. L. emacia- 
tion- em, f. emaciare to Emaciate.] The action 
of emaciating ; tlie process or state of being 
emaciated ; abnormal leanness. Also fig. 

1662 Graun rObserv. Bills Mortality 24 Searchers . . cannot 
tell whether this emaciation or leanness were from a Phthisis 
or from an Hectick Fever. 3793 T. Beddoes Calcnl. Cont. 
13 Acids produce emaciation. 1834 J. Forbes Lammc's 
Bis. Chest (ed. 4) 329 A girl .. died . . without any ema- 
ciation. 3872 Spurgeon Treas. Dav. Ps. lxix. 10 The 
emaciation which these exercises wrought. 

Emacity (imse-siti). rare , [f. L. em deltas, f. 
emac-em fond of buying, f. emdre to buy.] Fond- 
ness for buying. 

3656 in Blount Glossogr. 1692 in Coles. 3806 Blagdon 
& Prevost Flowers of Lit. 347 The disease of emacity, or 
itch for buying bargains. 

tEma’Clllate, v. Oh. [f. L. emaculdt- ppl. 
stem of emaculdre to clear from blots, f. macula 
spot, blot.] 

1. trans. To free from spots or blemishes, emend. 
3623 Cockeram, Emaculate , to make cleane, to take out 

spots, a 1656 Hales Gold. Rem. (1688) 348 Lipsius . . and 
others have taken great pains with him in emaculating the 
text. 1723-3800 in Bailey : and in mod. Diets. 

2. To efface (a spot), fig. 

1649 Ld. Herbert Autobiog. (1886) 60 By a serious re- 
pentance, to expiate and emaculate those faults. 


Emagery, obs. var. Imagery. 

t Emailed, ppl a. Oh. In 5 emaylled. 
[?f. F. imaille enamelled, embossed; but cf. OF. 
emmailleure network.] ? Embossed (with a raised 
pattern) ; or perh. arranged in net or open work. 

2480 Wardr. Acc. Edw. IV , (1830) 146 A longe gowne 
made of blue clothe of gold upon satyn grounde emaylled. 

Emanant (e-manant), ppl. a. arch. [ad. L. 
emanant- em, pr. pple. of emanare : see next.] 
That emanates or issues from a source. 

1614 T. Adams Devil's Bang. 4 Filling eminent places, 
with emanant poisons. 3676 Hale Contempt. 1. 25 The 
Emanant and Communicative Goodness of God. 3833 
Fraser's Mag, VIII. 573 A brighter dawning emanant over 
the horizon. 1839 Bailey Festus (1848; 20/1 Like emanant 
dew on earth. 

Emanate (e-man^t), v. [f. L. emdndt - ppl. 
stem of emanare f. e- out + mdnare to flow.] 

1. intr. Of immaterial things, qualities, laws, 
principles, courses of action : To flow forth, issue, 
originate from a person or thing as a source. 

1788 Burke Sp. W. Hastings Wks. XIII. 50 A new do- 
minion, emanated from a learned and enlightened part of 
the world. 3823 Lamb Elia Ser. 11, xxiii. (1865) 396 His 
destruction . . emanating from himself. 3868 Mill England 
# Irel., The feudal idea, which views all rights as emanating 
from a head landlord. 

2. In physical sense : To flow forth, issue, pro- 
ceed, from a material source ; chiefly of intangible 
things, as light, gases, effluvia, etc. Also, to 
issue, originate, as a branch from the stem. 

1818 Byron Ch. Harold iv. xxxviii, A glory round his 
furrow'd brow, Which emanated then. 3830 Lyell Princ. 
Geol. (1875) II. 11. xxx. 346 Fissures . . from which mephitic 
vapours emanated. 3854 J. Hogg Microsc. 11. i. {3867) 270 
These organs . . emanate . . from a reddish^ coloured point. 
1859 W. Coleman Woodlands (1866) 63 This vast vegetable 
curiosity all emanating from a single stem. 1865 Tylor 
Early Hist. Man. ix. 229 The sparks emanating from the 
flint and steel. 

H3. Of persons: To issue, proceed from a place, 
an educational institution, etc. rare. 

1867 Smiles Huguenots Eng. xiii. (1880) 230 A centre of 
polite learning, from which emanated some of the most 
distinguished men in Ireland. 

4 .trans. To emit, send out. lit. and fig. rare. 

3797 Monthly Rev. XXIII. 584 A magnetism which a 
more sublime genius is often unable to emanate. 3823 
Chalmers Serm. 1. 195 He did not emanate the gift. 1832 
— Pol. Econ. ii. 49 They emanate nothing but their own 
peculiar articles. 

Emanated (e*mam?fted ),ppl.a. [f.prec. + -ED 1 .] 
Produced by emanation. 

3874 Blackie Self Cult. 5 The essential unity of our 
divinely emanated human souls. 

Emanation (emanJi'Jan). [ad. L. emanation - 
em , f. emanare : see Emanate 27.] 

1. 1. The process of flowing forth, issuing, or 
proceeding from anything as a source, lit. and fig. 
Often applied to the origination of created beings 
from God ; chiefly with reference to the theories 
that regard either the universe as a whole, or the 
spiritual part of it, as deriving its existence from 
the essence of God, and not from an act of creation 
out of nothing. Also, in Theology, used to denote 
the 1 generation * of the Son, and the * procession ’ 
of the Holy Ghost, as distinguished from the 
origination of merely created beings. 

1570 Dee Math. Pref 19 It concerneth all Creatures, .by 
Emanation of beames perfourmed. 3647 H. More Poems 
279 Man’s soul ’s not by Creation.. Wherefore let ’t be by 
emanation, a 1652 J. Smith Set. Disc. iv. 92 Those elicit 
motions.. which, .have their first emanation from nothing 
else but the soul itself. 3659 Pearson Creed (1839) 223 
Jesus Christ.. by the right of emanation of all things from 
him.. hath an absolute.. dominion over all things as God. 
3699 Burnet 39 Art. ii. (1700V43 Why the Emanation of 
the Son, and not that of the Holy Ghost likewise is called 
begetting. 3723-3800 Bailey, Emanation (with Divines) is 
used to express the Proceeding of the Holy Ghost from the 
Fatherland the Son. 3880 Macm. Mag. No. 246. 497 Its 
pantheistic doctrine of emanation. 

b. The action of emitting, evolving, producing. 
Cf. Emanate v. 4. 

3742 Young Nt. Tk. n. 203 The Dread Sire, on emanation 
bent. .Call’d forth creation. 3822 Imison Sc. $ Art I. 431 
The sun was long considered, from its constant emanation 
of heat . . [a] globe of fire. 

fc. Logical development from premises; in- 
ference. Cf. 3 b. Oh. 

3628 T. Spencer Logick 399 This truth is necessary by 
emanation, and consecution. 

II. concr. That which emanates ; an efflux. 

2. Something emitted or radiated by a material 
object ; esp. applied to impalpable things, as light, 
a magnetic or electric effluvium, an odour, etc. 

1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. 86 Amulets doe worke by 
Aporrhoias, or emanations from their bodies. 1602 Norris 
Curs. Refi, 24 Corporeal Emanations from sensible Objects. 
1763 Nat. Hist, in Ann. Reg. 70/2 Emanations of Vesuvius, 
especially the Lava. 3774 Goldsm. Nat. Hist. I. 391 The 
powerful emanations of the loadstone. 1836 Macgillivray 
tr. Humboldt's Trav. v. 74 Gaseous emanations occasion- 
ally escape in places considerably remote from unextin- 
guished volcanoes. 1871 B. Stewart Heat § 174 This heating 
emanation.. we term radiant heat. 

b. spec. A beam, flash, ray of light. 


2699 Garth Dispens. 1. (1700) 3 Dart in emanations through 
the eyes. 3726 De Foe Hist. Devil 1. ix. (1840 106 Over 
him.. a bright emanation shone. 1855 Bain Senses hit, 
11. ii. § 11 .1864) 245 White emanations occurring on the 
retina together. 

3. transf. and fig. Applied to immaterial things, 
moral and spiritual powers, virtues, qualities, 
emanating from or emitted by a souice. 

1577 Dee Relat. Spir. 1. (X659 58 The Emanations from 
God, to, and into his Creatures, .are established. 3656 H. 
More Antid. A tk. (1712 Pref. iTheeasie Emanations of mine 
own Mind, a 1698 Temple Ess. Poetry Wks. 1731 I. 234 
So is Prophecy the greatest Emanation of Divine Spirit in 
the World. 1775 Johnson Tax. no Tyr. 25 From this all 
legal rights are emanations. 1829 I. Taylor Enthus . iii. 
11867) 56 Virtue and happiness are emanations of the divine 
blessedness and purity. 

b. A necessary consequence or result. 

3710 Steele Taller No. 74 r 11 The Emanation or Con- 
sequence of good and evil Actions. 1861 Mill Utilit. v. 92 
A direct emanation from the first principle of morals. 

4. A person or thing produced by emanation 
from the Divine Essence. 

3650 R. Gell Serm. 12 She is the emanation of the power 
of God. 3658 Sm T. Browne Gard. Cyrus 196 The whole 
Sephiroth, or divine emanations. 3777 Priestley Matt. 

$ Spir. (1782) I. vi. 71 Christ was.. considered. . a peculiar 
emanation of the divine essence. 1826 Good Bk. Nat. 
(1834) I. 11 According to this hypothesis, the universe is an 
emanation . . of the essence of the Creator. 1875 Maine 
Hist. Inst. ii. 51 The first teacher, .was a direct emanation 
from God. 

Emanational (eman^-Janal), a. [f. prec. + 
-An.] Pertaining to the theory of the origin of exist- 
ence by emanation as distinguished from creation. 
1843 For. # Q. Col. Rev. II. 346 Emanational ideas. 
Emanatism (eunanatiz’m). [f. L. emdndt - 
(see Emanate v.) + -ism ; cf, conservatism .] The 
philosophical doctrine of emanation. 

1864 Corkran tr. Pressense's Reply Renan 21 Nor does 
he tell us that his idea of the Word bore the impress of 
Emanatism. 

E'l&anatist. rare. [f. as prec. + -1ST] A be- 
liever in Emanation ; Theol. (see quot.) 

3838 J. H. Newman Arlans i. § 5 The Emanatist, if he 
may so be called, denied that He [Christ] was a Person, I or 
more than an extraordinary manifestation of Divine Power, 

Emanatistic (e-*manatrstik) ? a. [f.prec. + -ic.j 
Relating or pertaining to Emanatism. 

1852 Bp. Forbes Nicene Cr. 46 Or, by another division, 
into emanatistic, idealistic, and realistic (Pantheism). 

Emanative (e'man^tiv), a. [as if ad. L. *emd- 
nativus : see Emanate and -ive.] 

1. Tending to issue forth ; of the nature of an 
emanation ; due to emanation. 

1661 tr. Origeu's Opin. in Phoenix (1721) I. 13 All Effects 
and Productions whatever, whether voluntary or emanative. 
1685 H. More Para. Proph. 471 The Holy Ghost proceed- 
ed. .by an Emanative procession. 2842 G. S. Faber Prov. 
Lett . (1844'' II. 213 The Father, .is superior to the emanative 
or derivative Persons of the Son and the Holy Spirit. 

2. With transitive force : Tending to produce, 
emit, bring forth. 

1653 Biggs New Disp. 220 Emit their vertues by an 
emanative and influential manner. 1678 Cudworth Intell. 
Syst. 739 No Imperfect Being, .hath a sufficient Emanative 
Power to < Create any other Substance. 1829 I. Taylor 
Enthus . ix. 233 True wisdom is an emanative principle. 
1855 Milman Lot. Chr.( 1864) IX. xiv. ii. 55 A concentered 
and emanative power of imparting, .spiritual influences. 

3. Relating to or connected with the philo- 
sophical or the theological theory of emanation. 

1838-9 Hallam Hist. Lit. 1. 1. vii. § 21. 399 That funda- 
mental theorem of the emanative philosophy. 1838 J. H. 
Newman Arlans i. § 5 They advocated the Emanative, as 
it may be called, or in-dwelling theory. 

Emanatively (e-man<?tivli), adv. [f. prec.+ 
-ly 2 .] In an emanative manner, by process of 
emanation. 

1678 Cudworth Intell. Syst. 745 No. .Created Being, can 
Create, or Emanatively Produce, a New Substance. 

Emanatory (e*manat3:ri),a. [as if ad. L. *emd- 
ndt oruis, f. emanare to Emanate.] a. Of the 
nature of an emanation, derivative, b. Pertain- 
ing or referable to the philosophical theory of 
emanation. 

1659 H. More Immort. of Soul (1662) 28 Something which 
we may in some sense call Substance, though but Secondary 
or Emanatory. 1882-3 Schaff Relig. Encycl. I. 162/1 The 
old emanatory views of God. 

Emancipate (2mae*nsip<?t ),pfil- a. Now chiefly 
poet. [ad. L. emancipdt-us , pa. pple. of emanci- 
pare : see next.] = Emancipated. 

1605 Bacon Adv. Learn. 11. 36, I doe take the Considera- 
tion, .of Humane Nature to be fit to be emancipate, & 
made a knowledge by it self. 1785 Cowper Task 11. 39 
Slaves, .themselves once ferried o’er the wave, .are emanci- 
pate and loos’d- c 1800 Coleridge Picture 1 19 Emancipate 
Frorn^ passion’s dreams. 1880 Daily Tel. 19 Feb., He is., 
conspicuously emancipate from musical prejudices. 

Emancipate (imaemsip^t), v. [f. L. emarici- 
pat- ppl. stem of emancipdre of same meaning. 

1. trans. In Roman Law : To release or set free 
(a child or wife) from the patria potestas, the 
power of the pater familiar, thus making the 
person so set free sui juHs. 

1651 Hobbes Leviath. 11. xxiv. 131 Requires no more of 
them, then Fathers require of the Children, whom they 
emancipate. 3741 T. Robinson Gavelkind ii. 11 In case a 
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Son was dead or emancipated. 1875 Maine Hist. Inst. viL ' 
217 The Son discharged from Paternal Power is emancipated. 
2 . gen. a. To set free from control ; to release 
from legal, social, or political restraint. 

In mod. lang. the word suggests primarily the liberation of 
slaves, the other uses being often felt as trims/, from this. 

ifiag Donne Serin . 27 To emancipate them from the Ty- 
rant. 1768-74. Tucker Lt.Ndt. 11852) II. 123 As an appren- 
tice is emancipated by running away, a 1832 Bentham Wigs. 
1843 II. 502 Individuals: who have been emancipated, or 
have emancipated themselves from governments. 1832 Ht. 
Martineau Irel. 117 The law has .. emancipated us from 
our civil disabilities. 1848 Macaulay Hist. Eng. 1. 651 That 
the convicts should be carried beyond sea as slaves, that 
they should not be emancipated for ten years. _ 1851 Glad- 
stone Glean. VI. Lxviri. 44 Suppose the Colonial Churches 
emancipated, a 1876 J. H. Newman Hist. Sk. 1. 1. ii. 84 
Workmen emancipating themselves from their employer, 
b. absol. 

*773 Ok. Richmond Let . in Burke's Carr. (’1844'' II. 29 
If our [colonies] emancipate, it will . . be some good to 
humanity. 

e. transf and fig. To set free from intellectual 
or moral restraint. Also refl. 

1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. 2 5 We become emancipated 
from testimoniall engagements. 1699 Evelyn Acetaria 152 
From many troublesome and slavish Impertinencies. .he had 
Emancipated and freed himself. 1710 Berkeley Princ. Hum . 
K nowl. § 14 To emancipate our thoughts from particular 
objects. 1848 Macaulay Hist. Eng.^ II. 558 Those evil 
passions .. were on a sudden emancipated from control. 
1850 Kingsley Alt. Locke iii. (1876) 41, 1 was emancipated 
from modern Puritanism. 1873 J owett Plato (ed. 2 ; V. 126 
Plato has not emancipated himself from the limitations of 
ancient politics. 

f 3 . To deliver into servitude or subjection ; to 
enslave ; (because emancipation in Roman Law was 
effected by fictitious sale). Obs . 

1629 H. Burton Babel no Beth . 71 Emancipate .. is, to 
captiuate ones selfe to another, as ^ well as to free. 1629 
Cholmley ibid. 70 A wiues Emancipating herselfe to an- 
other husband. 1752 Smart Hop Garden i. 195 To dalliance 
vile and sloth Emancipated. 

Emancipated, ppl. a. [f. prec. + -ed.] 

1 . Set free, released : 

a. from the patria potest as. (Roman Law.) 

1726 Ayuffe Parerg. 33 Emancipated children. 1870 

Lubbock Orig, Civiliz. iv. 11875) *5 2 An emancipated son 
ceased to be one of the family. 

b. from a state of slavery or imprisonment. 

1776 Adam Smith IV. N. I. hi. iiL 402 A parcel of eman- 
cipated slaves. 1837 J. Lang New S. Wales II. 38 The 
writer was an emancipated convict. 1878 Browning Poets 
Croisic xli, Erect, Triumphant, an emancipated slave. 

2 . fig. Freed from prejudices, moral or customary 
restraints, conventional rules, etc. 

3887 Pall Mall G. 25 Oct. 4/2 These emancipated compo- 
sitions. .fail to sound as they did beneath Liszt's own magic 
touch. 

Emancipating (z v rme*nsipritiq),///. a. [f. as 
prec. +• -ing •*.] Setting free, liberating, fig. 

1874 Morley Compromise (1886) 8 Strong in their hold of 
great emancipating principles. 

Emancipation (ftnsemsip^-Jbn). [a. F. 
Emancipation , f. L. emancipatidn-em , n. of action 
f. emancipate to Emancipate.] 

1 . Roman Law. The action or process of setting 
children free from the patria potestas. 

1651 W. G. tr. Carvel’s Inst. 29 Paternall Jurisdiction is 
dissolved also by Emancipation. 1696 Phillips, Emanci- 
pation. hath the same reference to Children, as manumission 
to Servants. 1880 Muirhead Gains Dig. 486. 

2 . a. The action or process of setting free or 
delivering from slavery ; and hence, generally, 
from restraints imposed by superior physical force 
or legal obligation; liberation. Often used with 
reference to the freeing of Roman Catholics from 
the civil disabilities imposed on them by English 
law. Catholic Emancipation Act', the popular 
designation of the Act 10 Geo. IV. c. 7 (1829), by 
which those disabilities were removed. 

*797 Burke Affairs Irel. Wks. (1812’' IX. 454 The Opposi- 
tion ,. connects the emancipation of the Catholicks with 
these schemes of reformation. 1835 Thirlwall Greece I. 
viii. 312 Emancipation of Helots was not unfrequent, i860 
Motley Nether l. (1868) I. i, 6 A harvest of civil and religious 
emancipation. 1872 Yeats Growth Comm. 254 The royal 
monopoly . . was for the age an emancipation rather than 
a restriction of labour. 

b. transf. and fig. Setting free, delivering from 
intellectual, moral, or spiritual fetters. 

a 1631 Donne Serin. 27 Redeeming Emancipation, a de- 
livering from the chaines of Satan. 1774 T. Warton Hist. 
Eng. Poetry (1840) III. 403 A certain freedom and activity 
of mind . . followed the national emancipation from super- 
stition. 1841-4 Emerson Ess. Poet Wks. (Bohn) I. 166 The 
use of symbols has a certain power of emancipation and ex- 
hilaration for all men. 1855 Macaulay Hist . Eng. IV. 607 
The day on which the emancipation of our literature was 
accomplished. 1874 Morley Compromise (1886) 105 The 
great spiritual emancipation of the sixteenth and seven- 
teenth centuries. 

Emancipationist (foisemsip^janist). [f. 
prec. + -1ST.] An advocate for the setting free of 
slaves, and the abolition of slavery. Also, an 
advocate of the emancipation of any class from 
legal disabilities or the like. (First applied to the 
advocates of ‘ Catholic Emancipation ’ ; see Eman- 
cipation 2 a.) 


2822 Southey in Lifefx 3so) V. 112 The Emancipationists 
..and the Dissenters will not be pleased. 1828 Q . Rezf, 
XXXVIII. 557 To this point the emancipationists have .. 
brought their vessel. 1859 Gen . P. Thompson A udi A lt. II. 
xcviii. 87 Now is the time for the Emancipationists . . to be 
up and doing. 1882 T. Mozley Remin. I. iv, The. .son of 
the great emancipationist [Wilberforce]. 

Emancipatist ^/mae'nsipritist). [f. Emanci- 
pate + -ist.J = Emancipist. 

1852 Fraser's Mag. XLV1. 135 The convict obtained his 
ticket of leave, .became an emancipatist. .and found trans- 
portation no punishment. 

Emancipative ^mze*nsip<?tiv), a. [f. L. eman- 
cipate (see Emancipate v.) -j- -ive .] That has the 
property of emancipating. 

186a F. Hall Hindu Philos. Syst. 195 In order to gaining 
emancipative knowledge, the practice of devotion likewise 
is prescribed. 

Emancipator (/mse-nsip^toi). Also 8 eman- 
cipater. [a. L. emancipatory f. emancipd-re to 
Emancipate.] One who emancipates, lit. and fig. 
1782 Sir W. Jones tr. Mahomedan Law Success. Wks. 

1799 HI* 49 2 Those who inherit among males are ..The 
son, and the son’s son . . and the husband, and the emanci- 
pator nearly connected, 1828 Blackiv. Mag. XXIV. 5 Such 
is our classification . . of the heads of the Catholic Emanci- 
pators. 1830 Mackintosh Ethical Philos. Wks. 1846 I. 38 
The emancipators of Reason. 1878 Stanford Synib. Christ 
ii, 45 They waited for Him as their Emancipator from the 
Roman yoke. 

Emancipatory (zime-nsipatori), a. Also 7 
-orie. [f. Emancipated. +-ORY.] That has the 
function or the effect of emancipating. 

1652 U rquh art yezvel Wks. 1 1834) 232 He [Crichtoun] did j 
. . undergo that emancipatorie task . . to give a demonstration. 
1836 Fraser's Mag. XIII. 182 The emancipatory bill of 
twenty-nine. 1887 Pall Mall G. 30 June 4/2 Describing 
the Crimes Bill as an emancipatory measure. 

Emancipatress (faiae-nsip^tres). nonce-wd. 
[f. Emancipator + -ess.] A female emancipator ; 
one who advocates the * emancipation * of her sex. 

1882 Standard 26 Dec. 3/1 The masculine . . coiffure . . of 
a London emancipatress. 

Emancipist (frnse'nsipist). Australian, [f. 
Emancip-ate -v -1ST.] An ex-convict, who has 
served his term of punishment. Also attrib. 

1834 Tail's Mag. I. 405 Emancipists, as the felons who have 
suffered out their terms of imprisonment are named. 1837 
J. Lang New S. Wales I. 14 1 Crosley, the emancipist 
attorney. 1868 Dilke Greater Brit. II. m. xiii. 129 Ticket- 
of-leave men and * emancipists ’. 

Emandibnlate (zm&ndrbiz21#), ppl. a. 
Enlom. [f, E- prefix + L. mandibul-um -t- -ate^ : 
cf. Mandibulate.] Destitute of mandibles. 

1826 Kirby & Sp. Entomol. xlvii, Mouth emandibulate. 
t Emane, V. Obs. [ad. F. emane-r, (or) ad. L. 
emdnare to flow out : see Emanate d.] = Emanate 
in its various senses. 

1 . intr. To flow out, issue from a source or 
fountain head ; lit. and fig. ; esp. of the Second 
Person of the Trinity. 

1656 tr. White's Peripateticall Institutions 296 Nature 
actually emanes and flows out from Him. 1657 Tomlinson 
Renou’s Disp. 282 Out of which scarification emanes a crass 
juice. 1720 Waterland Eight Serin. Pref. 20 Wherein the 
Son is affirmed to have emaned, or been emitted by Neces- 
sity of Nature. 2795-8 T. Maurice Hindostan (1820) I, 1. 
i. 50 The Deity. . caused to emane from himself ‘an im- 
measurable torrent of water’. 1817 Bentham Ch.-Engl. 
(1818) 129 The several authorities from which . . acts . . are 
spoken of as having emaned. 

2 . Dans. To give forth as an emanation, rare. 

1708 Motteux Rabelais v. xx, Pythagoras, from whom 

the venerable Antiquity of my Progenitors . . was. eman’d. 

1800 Moore Ode Anacreonxvii, Her eyes. .Emaningfire.. 
e’en in anger sweet 1 

Hence Ema-ning, ppl. a. 

1658 J. Robinson Calm Vent 1. 118 All mens Souls are 
alwaies alike ; though their emaning beams be either brighter 
or duller. 

Emang(e, obs. variant of Among, Emong. 
Emanue’nsis, erron. form of Amanuensis. 

2692 Coles, Emanuensis (for A ma ), one that writes for 
another, a secretary. 1709 Kennett tr. Erasm. Moriat 
Enc . (ed. 8) 129 (D.) Clerks, emanuenses, notaries. 2736 
in Bailey. 

Emarcid ( 2 ma*isid), a. [as if ad. L. *emar- 
cidusy f. ^-intensive + marcidus withered.] 
f 1 . Drooping, limp. Obs. rare - 1 . 

2661 Lovell Hist. Anim. fy Min, Introd., The eares. .in 
horses . . shew their spirits, being emarcid in those that are 
weary. 

2 . Bot. Withered, flaccid, wilted. 

In mod. Diets. 

Emarginate (rma-id3m<?t), a. [ad. L. emargin - 
dins, pa. pple. of emarginare : see next.] 

1 . Notched at the margin : said of portions of 
animal or vegetable organisms. In Bot. chiefly 
of leaves or petals: Having a notch at the 
apex. 

2794 Martyn Rousseau's Bot. v. 52 The end . . is emar- 

f inate or slightly notched. 1830 Lindley Nat. Syst. Bot. 58 
tigma emarginate. 2835 Kirby Hab. <5* Inst. Anim. I. 
viii. 244 The valves of the shells . . are emarginate. 2882 
Vines Sachs' Bot. 510 The leaves are flat and broader, .with 
a deeply emarginate apex. 

2 . Crystallography. Having the edges of the 
I primitive form cut off. 


Emarginate (zma-jd^in^t), v. [f. L. emargin- 
at- ppl. stem of emargind-re to remove the 
edge.] 

1 1. trans. To remove the morbid matter from 
the edges of wounds, etc. Obs.~~° 

2656 Blount Glossogr., Emarginate , to take away the 
scurf about the brims of wounds or soars. 

2. Crystallography. (See quot. 1817 under Emar- 
ginated.) 

3. Optics. Of the effects of unequal refraction: 
To emphasize or double the contour lines of (an 
object embedded, e.g., in a jelly). 

1882 Lankester in Jrnl. Microsc. Sc. Jan. 127 These 
groups, .arestrongly emarginated by the difference of refrac- 
tive index between their substance and that of the material 
in which they are deposited. 

Emarginated (zma-id^in^ted), ppl. a. [f. 
prec. + -ed.] = Emarginate a. 

1731 Bailey, Emarginated (with Botanists'*, cut In and 
indented. 1770 Ellis in Phil. Trans. LX. 529 Antherae . . 
oblong, and emarginated. 2827 R. Jameson Char. Min. 
198 A crystal is named emarginated, when every edge of 
the primitive form is intercepted by a plane. 2870 Rolles- 
ton Anim. Life 19 The neural arphes. .are. .emarginated. 

Emargination (ftnaudsinJi-Jbn). [as if ad. 
L. *emargindtion-em, n. of action, f. emarginare 
to Emarginate.] 

1. The process of cleansing wounds or sores by 
removing the morbid matter on the edges. 

2676 in Bullokar. 1678-96 in Phillips. 2721 in Bailey. 1 
1882 in Syd. Soc. Lex. 

2. Notching or indentation of the margin. 

1834 M°Murtrie Cnvieds Anim. Kingd . 252 They all 
have a widely opened.. shell, with neither operculum, emar- 
gination, nor syphon. 2870 Rolleston Anim. Life ax The 
sternum has a wide lateral emargination. 

Emasculate (zlmse'skizZl/t), a. [ad. L. emas- 
culat-uSy pa. pple. of emasculare : see next.] 
— Emasculated, a. Castrated, deprived of virility. 
In lit. sense chiefly quaswA 
1886 Homilet. Rev, Nov. 403 The kadeskim or emascu- 
lates. 

b. fig. Unmanly, deprived of vigour ; weak, 
effeminate. 

2622 H. Sydenham Serin. Sol. Occ. (1637) 259 Of Spirits 
emasculate and sick. 2752 Smart Hop Garden With love 
Emasculate, and wine. 1849 Robertson Serin. Ser. 1. vh 
90 Too emasculate to trudge through cold and rain. 1867 
Contemp. Rev. VI. 169 German architecture is at once 
eclectic, scholarly, and emasculate. 

Emasculate (ftnse'skizzfrh), v. [f. L. emascu - 
ldt- y ppl. stem of emasculd-re to castrate, f. e out 
+ mascul-usy dim. of mas male.] 

1. trans. To deprive of virility, to castrate (a male 
person or animal). 

1623 Cockeram, Emasculate , to geld. 1662 Graunt 
Observ. Bills Mortality 48 If you emasculate fewer [lambs], 
2744 J. Bryant Mythol. II. 104 Another invention .. was 
that of emasculating men. 1846 J. Baxter Libr. Pract. 
Agric. II. 221 Young cocks should be emasculated at three 
months old. 

2. transf. and fig. To deprive of strength and 
vigour; to weaken, make effeminate and cowardly ; 
to enfeeble, impoverish (language). 

1607 Topsell Serpents 79 Drones . . lacking their sting, and 
by that defect being as it were ema[s]culated. *65* Bp. 
Patrick Serin, in J, Smith's Sel. Disc, 555 Do not . . enervate 
your souls, .do not emasculate them. 2675 Evelyn Terra 
(1729) 26 'Tis the want of Salt, which emasculates the 
Virtue of Seeds. 1775 T. Sheridan Art Reading 88 The 
French have emasculated their tongue. 1848 De Quincey 
Protestantism Wks. VIII. 125 Is the lightning dimmed or 
emasculated? 2876 M. Davies Unorth. Loud. 296 A reli* 
gion without thought is emasculated. 

b. esp. To take the force out of (literary com- 
positions) by removing what is supposed to be 
indecorous or offensive. 

2756-82 J. Warton Ess. Pope I. v. 274 Pieces that are not 
emasculated with this epidemical effeminacy. 2815 Southey 
Lett. (2856)11. 395 How Gifford mutilates and emasculates 
my reviews. 2850 Kingsley Alt. Locke xviii. (1879) 200, I 
. .consented to emasculate my poems, 

1 3. intr . (See quot) Obs. rare~\ 

2646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. iii. xvii. 147 Mutation of 
sexes ... [is] observable in man., though very few . . have 
emasculated or turned women. 

Ema-scuXated, ppl . a . [f. prec. + -ed.] 

1. Deprived of virility ; castrated. 

2837 M. Donovan Dom. Econ. II. 309 The flesh of the 
emasculated animal is universally preferred. 2872 Darwin 
Desc. Man II. xviii. 289 The emasculated bull reverts to 
the colour of the female. 

2. fig. Unmanly, effeminate. 

2702 Collier M. Anton. (1726) 07 The Legions. .Vectilia- 
nus found perfectly emasculated. 2850 Maurice Mot. <$* 
Met. Philos, (ed. 2) 215 The impression of a wretched 
emasculated age. 1877 Morley Crit. Misc. Ser. n. 2 p That 
emasculated caste, who shewed their quality.. by flying. 

Elma scxilating, ppl a. [f. as prec. + -ing *.] 
fig. That deprives ot vigour or manliness ; weaken- 
ing, enfeebling. 

1742 Betterton in Oldys Eng. Stage ii 26 Opera, .with 
its emasculating sounds. 2803 Wordsw. Sown, Lib. t Eng- 
land t the time is come. Wean Thy heart from its emascu- 
lating food. i860 Smiles Self-Help. xi. 284 The habit of in- 
tellectual dissipation, .cannot fail, .to produce a thoroughly 
emasculating effect. 

Emasculation (zm3e:skittl£ij9n). [as if ad. 
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L. emasculaiion-em, noun of action f. emascula-re 
to Emasculate.] 

1. The action or process of depriving of virility; 
the state of impotence. 

i6z3 Cockeram ix, A Gelding of a man, emasculation. 
*721-1800 Bailey, Emasculation, a Gelding, Unmanning, 
or making Effeminate. *849 Grote Greece \ 1862 ; V. 11. lxii. 
367 Tying down the patient while the process of emascula- 
tion was Being consummated. 

2. Jig. The depriving of force, vigour, or man- 
liness; making weak or effeminate; prudish ex- 
purgation of a literary work. 

*654 Gaytqn Fest. Notes 22 The emasculations were 
some Scotch mans. ^1815 Southey Lett, k 1856) II. 393 
As for his emasculations, they must be submitted to, 1865 
Pall Matt G. 12 Oct. 1 Centuries of emasculation and 
oppression under foreign and domestic tyranny. 1888 J. 
Ebsworth in Roxb. Ball. (1886) VI. 198 This emascu- 
lation looks like the notorious Lady Wardlaw’s handiwork. 

Emasculative (zmse’skiz^tiv), a. [f. Emas- 
culate v. + -ive.] That tends to emasculate. 

*876 World No. 1 12. 12 The emasculative tendency of the 
Papacy. 

Bmascillator (Imseskitfleitei). [a. L . emas - 
culator, agent-n. f, emasculare to Emasculate.] 
He who or that which emasculates. 


\ In mod. Diets. 

j Emasculatory (fmse-skizflat^ri), a. [f. prec. ; 
see -oey.J That tends to or has the effect of 
emasculating. 

*883 E. P. Goodwin Semt. in Pulpit Treas. Dec. 469 
Teachings emasculatory of the Gospel. 

+ Emastyce. Obs. rare- 1 . [? corruption of 
Hematite, bloodstone.] Some precious stone. 
c 14. . Tundale's Vis. 2x09 Emastyce and charhokull. 

< Ematliites, ematite : obs. ff. Hematite. 
Ematfce, obs. form of Emmet. 

II Emairnclie, a. Obs . rare- 1 . Her. [a. Fr 
emmanchL ] Of a shield : Divided into portions, 
having the form of a long narrow triangle. 

*586 Ferne Blaz. Gentrie s 99 He beareth Emaunche, of 
arg. and Gewles. 

Emaung, obs. form of Among. 

Emayle, var. of Esmayle Obs., enamel, 
t Embaburnized, ppl. a. nonce-wd. [f. F. 
embabouiner + -ize -ed 1.] Infatuated (with). 

2603 Flobio Montaigne 1. xxxix, {1632) 126 Doting youth, 
emhabuinized [Fr. emoabouine ] with this farie. 

Embace, -ing, var. ff. Embase, -ing. Obs. 
t Embadometry. Obs. rare. [f. Gr. 1 ^- 
fiadov by land + -fxtrpla : see -metby. Cf. Gr. 
kfuftafiopieTpiicos.'] Land-measurement. 

*570 Dee Math. Pref. 16 To be certified of the content 
of any plaine Superficies . . which measuring, is named 
Embadometrie. 

t Embail, v. obs. [f. En- 4 - Bail sb.% (? or 
fA3).] trans. To enclose in a ring. Hence Em- 
barling vbl. sb. 

1593 Nashe Chris fs T. 276 A blacke inckie hood embay- 
Iing her [the Moones] bright head. 1599 — Lent. Stujfe 
(2871) 22 The procerous stature of it, soembailing and gird- 
ling in this mount. *623 Cockeram Eng. Diet . 11, A Com- 
passing about, circuition. . Embayling. ; 
t Embarn, v. Obs. [ad. Fr. embaign-er 
(Godef.), f. en- in + baigner to bathe. (See Bain ®.)] 
trans. To bathe, steep. 

*593 Nashe Christ's T. 13 b, I washed and embained thy 
filth. 1623 Cockeram, Embayned, soaked. 

t Embai-t, v. Obs. [f. En- + Bait vX\ 
a. ?To attract by a bait; also Jig. b. To feed, 
glut (one’s malice). 

1567 Dbjoat Horace’s Epist. x.xiu. Eliij, Such geare, As will 
embaite our Cesars eye. x6n Florio, Adescaminto, an em- 
baiting. Adescdre, to embait. a 1620 T. Robinson Mary 
Magd. S3* The Crocodile can sorrowe to y e sight, And vnder 
sighes embaite his venom’d spight. 

Embalanee : see Em- prefix. 

Embale (emb^- 1 ), v. [f. En- + Bale sb.s cf. 
F. emballer to pack np.] trans . To do up (goods) 
into bales or packages ; also fig. 

1727 A. Hamilton New Acc. E. Ind. II. xxxxii. 17 Gun- 
nies . . in use in Persia for embaling Goods. 1739 in Hanway's 
Trav.Jiifo I. 1. viii. 39 There are convemencies for . . the 
embaling a thousand cloths. 1827 Carlyle Richter Misc. 
(1869) xo Embaled in some fantastic wrappage, 
t Emball, v. 1 Obs. [a. F. emballe-r to pack 
up.] trans. To pack up, do up into packages. 

1599 Hakluyt Voy. II. 1. 227 The marchandize. .they em- 
ball it well with Oxe hides. 

Emball (embg-l), vJ [f. En- + Ball sb.] 

1. trans. To encompass with a sphere. 

*580 Sidney £ Lady Pembroke in Farr’s S. P. Eliz. (1845) 
I. 8a Thou spheare, within whose bosom play The rest that 
earth embalh *875 Browning Aristoph. Apol. 139 As lark 
emballed by its own crystal song. 

2. [See Emballing vbl. sb.) 

II EmbaTlage. Obs. rare. Also 8 embalage. 
[a. F. embdllage. ] a. That in which anything is 
packed, b, The action or process of packing up. 

1714 Fr. Bk. of Rates 62 Wrappers, or other Embalage. 
*815 Sir W. GRANT in G. Rose Diaries (i860) II. 522 At the 
time of the general emballage. 

+ Emba;llmg, vbl. sb. [f. Emball ®. 2 + -ing 1 .] 

(Prob. used in indelicate sense ; explained by commentators 
as ‘ investing with the ball as the emblem of royalty \) 


2613 Shaks. Hen. VIII , 11, Hi 47 For little England You’ld 
venture an emballing. 

t Embalm, sb. Obs. rare. [f. next.] Spice 
for embalming. 

1642 G. Hughes Art of Embalming Dead Saints 8 
The proposition of the confection of Embalme it selie, to- 
gether with its force or vertue. 

Embalm (emba-m), v. Forms : 4 enbaume, 
-bawme, 5 -bame, 6 en-, embaulme, -baum, 
-balme, 6 - embalm. Also 6 inbau;l)me, 7 im- 
balm(e. [ME. enbattme , a. F. embaume-r , f. en - 
(see En-) + bawne Balm sb.] 

I. 1. To impregnate (a dead body) with spices, 
to preserve it from decay. 

c 1340 Cursor M. 16873 They. .wyth oynementes the body 
enbawmyd. c 1385 Chaucer L. G. IV. 676 Let the corse 
enbaume. a 1400-50 Alexander 3319 pan was his body en- 
bawmed * &, as he bede, graven. 1483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 
136/3 The body enbamed wythin the tombe. 1570-6 Lam- 
barde Perarnb. Kent (1826)3x3 They had before his buriall 
embaulmed his body. 2611 Bible Gen.l. 26 They imbalmed 
him and he was put in a coffin in Egypt 1613 Shaks. Hen. 
VIII , iv. ii. 170, I was a chaste Wife to my Grave : Em* 
balme me, Then lay me forth. 1685 Jas. Cooke Marrow 
of Chirurgery (ed. 4) vi. iii ii, The Heart, which may be 
embalm’d with the body. 2744 Berkeley Siris § 15 In 
Egypt they embalmed dead bodies with it [tar]. 1875 
Jowett Plato i ed. 2) I. 457 The body when shrunk and em- 
halmed, as is the custom in Egypt. 

2. transf. To preserve (a corpse) from decay by 
other means, as by cold, etc. rare. 

1856 Kane A ret. Expl. I. xix. 240 The frost has embalmed 
their remains. 

3. fig. a. To preserve from oblivion ; chiefly in 
good sense, to keep in sweet and honoured remem- 
brance. 

1675 Traherne Chr. Etk. xxi. 343 Being enbalmed as it 
were by eternity. 1722 Wollaston Relig . Nat. v. 118 
Some second Homer, in whose sheets his [Alexander’s] 
name might be imbalmed for ages to come. 1791 Boswell 
Johnson (1816) I. Introd. 1 That .. elegance of language 
in which he has embalmed so many. 1820 Hazlitt Led. 
Dram. Lit. 23 The lines ought to embalm his memory. 1850 
Tennyson In Mem. Concl. iv, To embalm In dying songs 
a dead regret. 1864 Kirk Chas. Bold I. iii. 166 That 
universal dread of poison which had embalmed itself in one 
of the commonest ceremonies of the feudal household, 
b. nonce-use. 

18.. (H. or J.?) Smith Address to a Mummy in Belzonis 
Exhibition (last verse), Oh 1 let us keep the soul, embalmed 
and pure in living virtue. 

II. 4. t a - To salve or anoint with aromatic 
spices, oil, etc. (obs.) b. To endue with balmy 
fragrance. 

1393 Langl. P. PI. C. xiv. 107 pe bisshop pat blessed 30W 
and embaumede 3oure fyngeres. Ibid. xx. 86 Witn pe blod 
of that barn embaumed and baptized. 1447 Bokenham 
Seyntys 79 For wyth heuynly deu she enbalmyd was. 1512 
Barclay Cyt. <§■ Uplondyshm. 36 With fragrant savour in- 
baumeth all the house. 1563 Homilies 11. Excess Appar. 
(1859) 3 I 5 In painting our faces, .in embalming our bodies 
2667 Milton P. L. ii. 842 The buxom air, imbalm’d With 
odours. 1746-7 Hervey Medit. 4 Contempt . (1818) 139 They 
reserve their richest exhalations to embalm his morning and 
evening walks. 1877 B ryant May Even, vi, Among the open- 
ing buds thy breathings pass, And come embalmed away, 
f 5. To steep (e.g. in poison). Obs. rare— 1 . 

1623 Favine Theat. Hon. 11. v. 90 Let flie their darts and 
arrowes embalmed in venemous hearbs. 

Embalmed (emba-md),///. a. [f. prec. + -edL] 
In senses of the verb ; also, perfumed, fragrant. 

1526 Skelton Magnyf. 1574 Her mouthe embawmed, de- 
lectable & mery. 1744 The Travels of the late Charles 
Thompson III. 286 Various small Instruments and Utensils 
denoting the Trade or Occupation of the embalmed person, 
when he was alive. 

t Embalment. Obs. [f. Emball v.i + -ment.] 
A package ; an envelope, wrappage. 

1697 Evelyn Numism. v. 186 Cipher., our Merchants use 
to mark their. . Embalments, 

Embalmer (embamoi). Also 6-7 im-. [f. 
Embalm v. + -er.] He who or that which embalms. 

1. One whose occupation it is to embalm dead 
bodies. 

1587 Golding De Momay viii. 95 Imbalmers . . of deade 
bodies. 1626 Bacon Sylva § 771 The Romans, .were not so 
good Embalmers as the Egyptians. 1700 Bickerst. detected 
m Swift's Wks. ( 1755) II. 1. 165 Undertakers, imbalmers, 
etc. 1744 The Travels of the late Charles Thompson III. 
280 The Embalmers having done their part, the body was 
delivered to the relations. 1775 Sheridan Duenna 1. iii, 
As .. embalmers serve mummies. 1861 All V. Roundel. 
14 The embalm er's work from all decay Had kept his 
royal person. 1877 A. B. Edwards Up Nile xxiL 690 
A straggling suburb inhabited by the embalmers. 

2. fig. That which sweetly preserves from decay. 

_ *838 Emerson Wks. (Bohn) II. 192 The religious sentiment 
is a mountain air. It is the embalmer of the world. 

Embalming (emba-miq), vbl. sb. [f. Embalm 
+ -ing l .] The action of the verb Embalm. Also 
attrib. 

1530 Calisto 4 Mel. in Hazl. Dodsley I. 60 Their embalm- 
ing and their unshamefacedness. 1626 Bacon Sylva § 771 
The Embalming, .no doubt was of the best. 1647 H. More 
Poems Ded., The embalming of his name to Immortality. 
168s Jas. Cooke Marrow of Chirurgery (ed. 4) vi. iii. ii, 
For Embalming having all things in readiness, etc. 1744 
Travels late Chas. Thompson III. 287 It seems natural 
before I leave this subject to say something of the Egyp- 
tian manner of embalming human bodies. 1867 Trollope 
Chron. Barset I. xliii. 381 The embalming of her dear 


remains. 1883 II arper's M ag. Mar. 539/2 Oh, that embalm- 
ing smell ! 

Embalmment (emba*m,ment). Also 7-9 
em-, imbalment, (7 embankment), [f. Embalm®. 

4* -MENT.] 

1. Impregnation of a corpse with aromatic spices, 

to prevent putrefaction. * 

1661 Morgan Sph. Gentry in . viii. 81 The Egyptians were 
doctors in imbalment. 1819 Southey in Q. Rev. XXL 37 6 
The Abazas . . have a, strange way of procuring a natural’ em- 
balment for their beys. 1864 Carlyle Fredk. Gt. IV, 259 
An odour of embalmment. 

2. A preparation used for embalming. 

1620 Jml. of Pilgrims (1848) 38 The red powder was a 
kind of Embaulment, 1658 Sir T. Browne Hydriot. 1. 3 
The ^Egyptians, .by precious Embalments. .contrived the 
notablest wayes of integrall conservation. *832 Blackw. 
Mag. XXXII. 966 The people, .have, .torn away the eml 
balments of the Idol Mummy. 

fg. 1834 Fraser's Mag. X. 40 The art of clear and strong 
language, .has, like an embalmment, preserved the memory 
of Denham. 

tElllbamma (embarma). Med. Obs. [a. Gr. 
e/ipajApa, f. kix&carTeiv to dip in.] An appetizing 
sauce in which articles of food were dipped [before 
administration to an invalid). 

1623 Cockeram, Embamma , any sort of medicament or 
sauce good to create appetite. 1715 in Kersey. 1731 in 
Bailey. 1775 in Ash. 1884 in Syd. Soc. Lex. 

Emfoand, var. Imband obs., to form into a band, 
f Emba’ndown v. Obs. rare. Sc. [f. OF. 
phrase en bandon synon. with a bandon (see Ban- 
don sb.. Abandon ®.).] — Abandon. 

*375 Barbour Bruce 1. 244 All that he has enbandownyt 
[v. r. embandownyt] is Till hys lord. 

f Emba'ne, Obs. rare. In 6 enbane. [f. 
En- + Bane.] trans. To poison. 

1587 Mirr. Magisir. 20 h, Beauty is the bait enbaneth 
many a bower, A meate two sweete in taste, that sauced is 
two sower. 

Embank (embargk), v. Also 7 imbank, v. 
[f. En- + Bank sb . 1 ; cf. Fr. embanquer.] 

1. trans. To enclose, shut in, confine, or protect 
by banks ; esp. to confine the course of (a river) 
by a mound, dyke, or raised structure of stone or 
other material. 

1700 Tyrrell Hist. Eng. II. 814 No River, .shall be im- 
banked. 1770 Monthly Rev. 490 Embank the north side of 
the Thames. *796 Morse Amer. Geog. II. 526 A. .lofty. . 
mound, .embanked one side of the river. 1808 J. Barlow 
Columb. 1. 517 York leads his wave, imbank’d in flowery 
pride. 1853 Kane Grinnell Exp. xl. (1856) 363 This hole 
was critically circular, .symmetrically embanked. 

b. To embank out : to exclude (the sea) by 
embankments. 

1822 in Picton II pool Munic. Rec. (1886) II. 353 To embank 
out the sea at that place. 

T 2. intr. Of a ship : To run aground. Obs. 
[Cf. F. embanquer in this sense.] 

1649 Drumm. of Hawth. Hist. Jas. IV Wks. (1711) 64 
The English ships, .embanked, and stuck moor’d upon the 
shelves. 

3. To cover with embankments; to cut into 
embankments. 

1872 J. Ruskin Fors Clavig. II. xix. 13 The operation of 
embanking hill-sides, so as to stay the rain-flow, is a work 
of enormous cost and difficulty. 

Emba'llked (embse-nkt), ppl. a. [f. Embank 
v. + -ed h] Shut in or confined by banks. 

1810 J. T. in Risdon's Surv. Devon Introd. 32 An em- 
banked navigation. 

Embanking (embge'gkig), vbl. sb. [f. as prec. 
+ -ing 2 .] The action or process of enclosing or 
protecting by banks. 

1662 Dugdale (title\ History of Imbanking and Drayning 
of divers Fenns. 1856 Olmsted Slave States 467 This em- 
banking has been going on. ^ 1864 H. Spencer I Hast. Univ. 
Progr. 54 Cuttings, embankxngs, tunnellings. 

Embankment 1 (emb^-rjkment). [f. Embank 
v. + -ment.] 

1. The action or process of embanking. 

1874 Helps Social Pressure iii. 50 For instance the em- 
bankment of the Thames. 

2. A mound, bank, or other structure for con- 
fining a river, etc. within fixed limits. 

*786 Burke A rt. JV. Hastings Wks. 1842 II. 159 To make 
. .new and additional embankments in aid of the old ones, 
<z*8o6 S. Horsley Serm. xxix. (1810) II. 404 To him 
Babylon owed . , the embankments which confined the river, 
1832 G. Downes Lett. Cont. Countries I. 490 The islets are 
defended from the water by earthen embankments. Mod. 
Cleopatra's Needle is on the Thames Embankment. # 
fig. *875 Hamerton Intell. Life x. ix. 384 Some solid em- 
bankment of unshakable rule and resolution, 

3. A long earthen bank or mound, esp. one 
raised for the purpose of carrying a road or a 
railway across a valley. 

18*0 J. T. in Risdon's Surv. Devon Introd. 33 A vast 
embankment, over which the canal is carried, 1846 T. 
Baxter Libr. Pract. Agric. II. 194 Early crops may .. be 
protected by . . embankments of earth . . at the north side. 
186a Rep. E. Ind. Railw. Comp. 19 The embankments, 
nevertheless, have not suffered more than was expected. 
1872 J. Ruskin Fors Clavig. II. xix. 13 Spend annually 
one-tenth of the sum you now give to build embankments 
against imaginary enemies in building embankments for 
the help of people whom you may easily make your real 
friends. 
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f Embarnkment 2 . rare. [f. Em- + Bank sb. 3 
+ -MENT.] A banking speculation; a bank ac- 
count. Also attrib . 

1813 Shelley in Hogg Life (1858) II. 198 The embank- 
ment affairs in which I thoughtlessly engaged. 18.. Jef- 
frey Let. in Cockburn Life II. 365, I am sorry your em- 
bankment is no larger. Ibid. 429 And how does the embank- 
ment proceed ? 

Embannered (embarnaid), ppl. a. Also 9 
imbannered. [f. *embanner (f. En-> Banner) 

+ -ed 1 ; cf. It. imbandierare .] Arrayed under 
banners. 

1827 Pollok Course T. v. (i860) 141 Armies of the Saints, 
embannered. 1847 Craig, Imbannered , furnished with 
banners. 

Ii Embaphium (embse’fmm). Med. Ohs. [mod, 
L., ad. Gr. k{x&a<piov, f. ififiairruv to dip in.] A 
small vessel in which food or medicine is put or 
measured, or in which it is dipped. 

17x5 in Kersey. 1884 in Syd. Soc. Lex . 

Embar (embau), % 1. Also '6 imber) 6 -7 im- 
bar(re. [ad. F. embarre r, f. en- (see En-) + barre 
bar ; cf. Pr. and Sp. embarrar , It. imbarrare . ] 

1 . trans. To enclose within bars ; to enclose, 
imprison. Also fig. arch. 

1594 N as he Unfort. Trav. 27 If there bee anie sparkeof 
Adams Paradized perfection yet imberd vp in the breastes 
of mortall men. 1596 Spenser F. Q. i. vii. 44 Fast embar’ d 
in mighty brazen wall. 1600 Fairfax Tasso m. lv, Three 
sides are sure imbard. Ibid. xu. i, Now in dark night was 
all the world embard. 1603 Florio Montaigne n. xii. 11632) 
314 There is great reason why the spirit of man should be so 
strictly embarred. 1855 Singleton Virgil 1 . 42 The ground 
began, .the ocean to embar. 

2 . To oppose a barrier to ; to arrest, stop ; to 
interrupt. Also, to impede (commerce) by an 
embargo, arch, or Obs. 

1577 Holinshed Chron. II. 25/1 Not imbard from his 
posting pase, by reason the towne was not perclosed. 1583 
Stanyhurst Aeneis 1. (Arb.) 30 Venus embarring his tale. . 
sweetlye replyed. 1603 Knolles Hist. Turks (1621) 290 
He .. lay readie to embarre the Turks passage .. out of 
Asia. 1622 Bacon Hen. VII Wks. (i860) 398 The King .. 
embarred also all farther trade for the future. <21662 
Heylin Laud 1. 160 Embarred their trade. 

f b. Law. To put a stop or end to ; to forbid 
by legislative enactment ; to bar (a claim, a title) 
= Bar v. 5 b. Obs. 

1542-3 Act 34 <5- 35 Hen. VIII , c. 20 {title) An act to em- 
barre feined recoueries of landes, wherin the kinges maiestie 
is in reuercion. 1599 Shaks. Hen. V , 1. ii. 94 To imbarre 
their crooked Titles Vsurpt from you. 

■f 3 . To exclude, prohibit, debar (a person) from 
an action. Rare const, to with inf. Obs. 

c 1506 Plum f ton Corr. 201 Ye be aboutward against all 
right to imbarr & exclud my Chapleyn. 1562 Apol. Priv. 
Masse (1850) 9 Embarring none to communicate with him. 
1565 Jewel Repl. Harding (1611) n To imbarre the people 
from reading and vnderstanding of the Scriptures. 1582 
N. T. (Rhem.) Pref., The Church doth it . . not to embarre 
them from the true knowledge of Christ. 1583 Stanyhurst 
Aeneis iv, (Arb.) 107 What reason embars theym, soom 
forreyn countrye to ferret? 1603 Knolles Hist. Turks 
(1621) 107 So embarring them from all government in the 
common wealth. 

fb. To refuse, deny (something) to a person. 
16x1 Speed Hist. Gt. J3rit. ix. xvi. (1632) 837 The French 
made choise of the Burgundian to protect them, which could 
not be embarred to them. 

•f 4 . To lay (persons or property) under embargo. 
1647 May Hist. Pari. 1. i. 9 The English, whose goods 
were thereupon imbarr’d, and confiscate. 1649 Milton 
Eikon. 79 The imbarring of all our Merchants in that 
kingdom. 

t 5 . To break inwards the bars of (a helmet). Obs. 
1480 Caxton Ovid’s Met. xu. x, But Achylles brake hys 
targe & his helme he embarred. 

t Embarcadere. Obs. [a. Fr. embarcadlre, ad. 
Sp. : see next] See quot. 

1731) Bailey vol. II, Embarcadere , a term used in 
America, signifying a place which serves as a port to some 
considerable place farther within land. 

Ii Embarcade’ro. rare. [Sp. f. embarcar to 
Embark.] A wharf, quay. 

1850 B. Taylor Eldorado xxi. 219 The forest of masts 
along the embarcadero. 

Embarcation, var. of Embarkation. 

Embare : see Em- prefix. 

+ Emba'rge, sb. Obs. Also 7 imbarge, em-, 
imbargue ; corruptly -barque, -bark. [ad. Sp. 
embargo : see Embargo.] = Embargo. 

1574 Heli.owes Gueuara’s Ep. 53, I cannot tel what im- 
barge or stay, .you had. 16x4 Raleigh Hist. IV. II. v. iii. 
362 In the great Imbarge he tooke all our Ships and goods 
m his Ports. 1651 Reliq. Wotton. 104 After an Embark 
[ed. 1672 embarque, 1685 imbarque] of our ships in the river 
of Bourdeaux. 1656 Bramhall Replic. iii. 133 All Nations 
have their Imbargues, and prohibited goods. 

t Emba*rge, V. Obs. Also 7 imbarge, 
embargue, -barque, [f. prec. sb.] trans . To lay 
an embargo upon (ships or goods) ; to sequestrate, 
confiscate ; to arrest (persons). Hence Emba'rg- 
ing vbl. sb. 

1600 Hakluyt Voy. III. 555 (R.) Our merchants with their 
goods were embarged or arrested. 16x7 Moryson Itin. 11. 
n. ii, 140 The twelue ships. . were . .embarged (or arested) to 
serue the King. 16x8-29 Duke's Acc. of Fleet in Rushw. 
Hist. Coll, (1659) I- 187 Spain being the Enemy, our Mer- 


chant goods would be imbarged. 2624 [Scorrl Vox Cedi 35 
The Duke . . embarg’d and confisk'd a world of Goods and 
Ships. 1657 Reeve God's Plea for Ninivek 165 To em- 
barque our own Nation, to build Blockhouses against our 
selves. 

Hence Bmba'rgiug 1 , vbl. sb. 

<2x6x8 Raleigh Invention of Shipping 37 The imbarging 
. .of their Ships in Spaine. 

Em barge, var. of Imbarge, obs, to go on 
board a barge. 

t Emba rgement. Also 6 imbargment, 

7 embarquement. Obs. [f. Embarge v . 1 + 
-ment.] A placing under embargo. 

1591 Horsey Trav. (1857) 236 Had made a great imbarg- 
ment and stay of the English merchants. 1599 Hakluyt 
Voy. II. Index ad fin.. The king of Spaines Commission 
for the generall imbargment or arrest of the English, etc. 
1607 Shaks. Cor. 1. x. 22 Embarquements all of fury. 
Embargo (emba*ig<ri,.sA Also 7 imbargo. See 
also Embarge. [a. Sp. embargo , n. of action f. em- 
bargar to arrest, impede, repr. a late L. type 
Hmbarricdre , f. in- (see In-) + barra Bar. (Florio 
has imbargo as Italian.)] 

1 . A prohibitory order, forbidding the ships of 
a foreign power to enter or leave the ports of 
a country, or native ships to proceed thither, 
generally issued in anticipation of war. An em- 
bargo may also be laid on particular branches of 
commerce, for fiscal purposes. 

1602 Carew Cornwall 19 b Had not the Imbargo with 
Spaine. .foreclosed this trade. 1758 J. Blake Plan Mar. 
Syst. 33 An embargo. . is daily expected. 1808 T. Jefferson 
Writ. (1830) IV. in The embargo appears to be approved. 
1860 Motley Netherl. (1868) II. x. 71 The embargo was in- 
tended to injure the obedient Provinces and their Sovereign. 

2 . A suspension of commerce, either general or 
of some particular branch, imposed by municipal 
law. Also in phrases : To be under , to lay ( on ), 
to take off an embargo. 

1658-9 in Burton Diary (1828) IV. 235 And lay an em- 
bargo of all. .ships in the river of Thames. 1722 De Foe 
Plague (Rtldg. 1884) 276 Trade was. .under a general Em- 
bargo. X803 Wellington in Gurw. Disp. I. 398 In order 
that they may take off the embargo. 1861 May Const. Hist. 
(1863) II. xvi. 522 An embargo on the export of provisions. 
1868 Rogers Pol. Econ. xxiii. (1876' 25 unless it place an 
embargo on the exportation of capital. 

3 . transf. and fig. A stoppage, prohibition, im- 
pediment. 

1692 E. Walker tr. Epictetus' M or. (1737) xiii, Thou on 
thy Feet may’st an Embargo lay. 1691-8 3\onvns Pract. 
Disc. IV. 8 As if Religion had a kind of Imbargo laid upon 
it. 1824 Miss Ferrier Inker, xxxvii, G. complied with this 
embargo. 1865 T rollope Belton Est, xiii. 143 An embargo 
on his prosperity. 

Embargo (embargo), v. Also 7-8 imbargo. 
See also Embarge. [f. Embargo sb.] 

1 . To forbid (a vessel) to leave or enter a port ; 
to lay ('vessels, trade) under an embargo. 

1755 Magens Insurances II 31 They may be arrested or 
embargoed. 1851 Carlyle Sterling 1. x. (1872 64 Ship 
seized and embargoed in the King’s name. 28 86 Sat. Rev. 
22 May 697/2 To have your ships embargoed, 
b. fig. To prohibit. 

1824 Byron Juan xv. 310 When Rapp the Harmonists 
embargoed marriage. 

2 . To seize, 4 requisition * (ships or other means 
of transport, goods) for the service of the state. 

1755 Magens Insurances I. 68 If a Ship be embargo’d for 
the Service of the Potentate in whose Port she is. 18x0 
Wellington in Gurw. Disp. VI. 529 They must embargo 
means of transport. 1879 Dowden Southey iii. 48 Every 
carriage, .being embargoed for the royal service. 

3 . To seize, impound, confiscate. 

1650 R. Stapylton Sir adds Low C. Warres vi. 34 Mer- 
chants. .weere clapt up prisoners, and their Goods. .imbar- 
goed. 1798 Southey Lett. (1856) I. 50, I embargoed the 
likeness for you. 

+ EmhaTk, sb. Obs. rare. In 7 embarque. 
[f. next vb. *. cf. Sp. embar co.] « Embarkation. 

1654 L’Estrange Chas. /, 136 Being after his embarque, 
twice driven back by tempest. 

Embark (emba\ik),z>. Forms : 6-8 embarque, 
(6 enbarque), 6-7 imbarke, 7-8 imbark, -que, 
6- embark, [ad. F. embar quer ^ a com. Romanic 
word = It. imbarcare , Pr., Sp., Pg. embarcar'.— \ ate 
L. imbarcare , f. in - (see In-) + barca Bark sb.-] 

I. trans. 1 . a. To put on board ship, make to 
go on board, b. Of the ship ; To receive on 
board, t c. refi. «= 3 a. 

1550 Nicolls TJvucyd. 20 The Corinthians who. .had thair 
people embarqued. Ibid. 52 b. One part of them embarqued 
themself. 1599 Shaks. Hen. V r iii Prol. 5 You haue scene 
The well-appointed King at Douer Peer, Embarke his Roy- 
altie, 1603 Knolles Hist. Turks (1638) 89 And therupon im- 
barking themselues with all things necessary. 1621 If any 
master doe permit, .any person, .to imbarque. .any parcell. 
1705 Otway Orphan v. vii. 2103 The Vessel. .Where all the 
Treasure of my Soul’s embarqu’d. 1781 Gibbon Decl. <$• F. 
Il.xxxvi. 329 They always embarked a sufficient number of 
horses.. 1843 Prescott Mexico (1850) I. 235 Then embark- 
ing., his troops, Cortes crossed the river. 1885 Manch. 
Exam. 25 Mar. 4/7 The Osborne will, .embark the Prince. 
2 . transf. and fig. ; esp. To invest (money) in a 
commercial undertaking ; to involve (a person) in 
an enterprise, f Also refit. = 3 b, 4. 

1584 R. Scot Discov. Witcher, x. vi. 147 Such would be 


imbarked in the Ship of fooles, .1642 Rogers Naaman 31 
The soule. .imbarkes her selfe in this error, by the con- 
ceit of her wealth, health, youth. 1647 Clarendon Hist . 
Reb. m. (1702) I. 206 He. .embark’d himself in Publick em- 
ployments. a 1674 — Life 1 375x1 III. 956 Such an Alliance 
. .as might embark them against France. 1742 Middleton 
Cicero III. ix. 2 Age ... rendered him wholly unfit, .to em- 
bark himself in an affair so desperate. 1832 Ht. Martinkau 
Hill 4* Vail. ii. 20 A few thousand pounds, which he em- 
barked, .in an ironwork. 

II. intr. for refi. 

3 . To go on board ship ; to take ship. 

a. lit. Const .for (the destination). 

1580 Sidney Arcadia v. 448 Forthwith imbarqued for 
Byzantium. 1602 Warner Alb. Eng. ix. xlix. 227 Our 
Gallants did imbarke each-wheare. 1693 Temple Mem. Wks. 
1731 1 . 456 Prince and Princess embarqu’d for Holland. 1735 
Pope Donne's Sat. viii. 27 The ark Where all the Race of Rep- 
tiles might embark. 1757 Burke Abridgm. Eng. Hist. Wks. 
X. 173 Caesar, .accordingly embarked with the infantry. 
18x6 Shelley Alastor 304 A restless impulse urged him to 
embark. 1856 Kane A ret. Expl. I I.xxviii. 282 We. .joyously 
embarked again upon a free lead. 

b. transf. and fig. 

1635 Quarles Embl , Introd. (1718) 3 Blest soul, that here 
embark’st : thousail’.st apace, a 1667 Cowley Bk. at Oxford 
Wks. 1710 II. 548 The sacred Ark, Where all the World of 
Science does imbark. 1745 De Foe's Eng. Tradesm , 1 1 841 ) I. 
vii, 55 The same Creditors will embark with you again. 

• 4 . To engage in a business or undertaking, as 
in war, commerce, or the like. 

1649 Selden Laws Eng. 1. lxiii. (1739' 1 128 [He] imbarqued 
together with the Laity against the growing power of the 
Clergy. 1787 Pitt in. G. Rose Diaries . 1S60) I. 67 Prussia 
being completely embarked. 1858 Carlyle Fredk. Gt. (1865) 
I. iii. xviii. 249 Friedrich Wilhelm . . had been forced . . to 
embark in that big game. 1869 Rogers Adam Smith's 
W. N. I. Pref. 23 Had he not suffered himself . . to embark 
in the. .most disastrous of. .wars. 

Embark, var. Imbark, Obs . , to enclose in bark, 
f Emba’rkage. Obs. rare “A Also 6 im- 
barkage. [f. Embark v . 1 + -age.] = Embarkation. 

1577 Hellowes Gueuara’s Chron. 54 Traiane was con- 
strained. .to hasten his imbarkage. 

Embarkation (embaak^-Jan). Also 6-9 
-cation, 8 imbarkation, -cation, [a. F. embar- 
cation . , f. emhai'qtter Embark v. 1 ] 

1 . The action or process of embarking, lit. & fig. 
C1645 Howell Lett. (16551 I. in. xviii. 26, I can find no 
commodity of imbarcation at Saint Mai os. 1647 Clarendon 
Hist. Reb.i. 23 Very sollicitous for the Embarcation of the 
Army. 1790 Beatson Nav. 4- Mil. Mem. I. 372 To hasten 
the embarkation of the troops. 1810 Wellington in Gurw. 
Disp. VI. 6, 1 shall delay the embarkation. 1869 Freeman 
Norm. Conq. (18 76 1 III. xii. 222 The point of embarcation 
was close by the . . abode of God wine. 

attrib. 1884 Pall Mall G. 16 Sept. 8/2 The embarkation 
list, .will include twenty-three officers. 

t 2 . concr. A body of troops embarked, gone or 
put on board ship. Obs. 

1720 Lond. Gaz. No. 5877/1 The Transports, .were taking 
on Board the third . .Imbarkation. 1757 Burke Abridgm. 
Eng. Hist. Wks. X. 252 Another and much greater embark- 
ation followed. 

f 3 . A vessel, boat. Obs. [cf. F. embarcation , 
Sp. embarcacion.] 

1690 Lond. Gaz. No. 2525/1 They have . . taken divers . . 
small Embarkations. 1705 Ibid. 4315/4 Sloops, and other 
Imbarcations. 1781 Rennell in Phil. Trans. LXXI. 306 
Embarkations .. traverse the inundation. 1804 H. T. Cole- 
brooke Hush, of Bengal (1806) xo The peasants repairing to 
j the market .. on embarkations. 1807 Southey Espriella's 
\ Lett. (i8x4 ! i II. 179 A . . rotten and crazy embarkation. 

Embarked (embaukt, poet, emba-rked), ppl.a. 
Also 7 embarqued, imbarked, imbarqued. [f. 
Embark vJ + -ed 1 .] That has gone or been put 
on board ship. 

1590 Shaks. Mids. N. 11. i. 127 Marking th* embarked 
traders on the flood. 1592 — Ven. # A d, 818 Gazing upon 
a late-embarked friend. 

Embarking (embaukig'), vbl. sb. Also 6 im- 
barquing. [f. Embark vX + -ing h] The action 
of the verb Embark. Also attrib . 

1591 Percivall Sp. Dict. y Embarcadura, embarking. 1633 
Stafford Pac : Hih. { 1821) viii. 324 The want of wind 
hinders them in the imbarquing Ports. 1768 Blackstonk 
Comm. iv. 154 The statute 8 Eliz. c. 3. makes the transport- 
ation of live sheep, or embarking them on board any ship, 
for the first offence forfeiture of goods. 

Embarking (embaukir)), ppl. a. [f. as prec. 
+ -ing 2 .] That embarks. 

1856 Emerson Eng. Traits, Religion Wks. (Bohn) II. 100 
The noise of embarking emigrants. 

Embankment. Now rare. Also 6 em- 
barkement, 6-7 imbarkment, 7 embarque- 
ment. [f. Embark vJ + -ment.] = Embarkation i. 

1596 Life of Scanderbeg 407 His embarkement and depar- 
ture, 1598 Barret Theor. Warres 1. ii. 12 Skilfull . . at 
imbarkments. 1614 Selden Titles Hon. 210 Speaking of 
Paris.. in his embarquement for Helen. 1672 Davenant 
Flag-house to be Let (1673) 8q We may find this place For 
our imbarkment free. 1750 Beawes Lex Mercat. (1752 6 
E m bark men ts were made for the Holy Wars. 1813 Southey 
Nelson I. 159 The embarkment and removal of British 
property. x886 Times 6 Jan. 12/3. 

t Emba-rment. Obs. In 7 imb-. [f. Embar 
v. + -ment.] The action of the verb Embar ; an 
embargo, prohibition, hindrance. 

1606 Warner Albion’s Engl. xv. xcvii. 387 But many 
years twixt them and vs hath been Imbarment. 1620 tr. 

; Boccaccio’s Dream 33 No imbarment remained but remem- 
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brance of the Marquesse. 1623 W hitbourn Disc. Nenfoundt. 
41 We little feare . . the Imbarments of any Prince. 
Embarn, var. of I M barn, obs., to garner. 
Embarque, obs. var. Embark. 

Embarque, -ment, var. ff. Embabge, -went, 
obs. 

Embarrras, sb. Also 7-8 embarass, em- 
barrass. [a. F. emharras obstacle, embarrass- 
ment; cf. It. imbarrazzo, Sp, embamzo, Pg. em~ 
baraco, related to F. embarrer , f. en- (see Ear-) 4 - 
barre Bar.] 

1. * Embarrassment, in various senses. Obs. 
exc. as Fr. (anbara); now chiefly in phrase em- 
barras de richesse i embarrassment of riches the 
state of having more wealth than one knows what 
to do with ; usually fig. 

1664 Pepys Diary (1879) III. 13 The greatest embarras 
that I have, .how to behave myself to Sir H. Benn.ec, 1677 
Temple Let.SirJ. Williamson Wks. 1731 II. 434 How great 
an Embarass Count Kinski is like to bring upon you there. 
1710 Berkeley Princ. Ham. Know! § 25 Clear the First 
Principles of Knowledge from the embarras and delusion of 
words. 1756 Foote Eng. fr. Paris n, Aid me to escape this 
embarras. 1778 Apthorpe Preval. Chr. 220, I think it 
impossible to clear up Cicero's embarras. 1864 Burton 
Scot Abr. II. ti. 157 He received us . . with some embarras. 
1866 Livingstone JrnL (1873) I. Introd. 8 He has au em- 
barras de rich esses. 

2. U. S. ? Pronounced (embse*ras). See quot. 

1867 Smyth Sailor's Word-bk., Embarras. an American 

term for places where the navigation of rivers . . is rendered 
difficult by the accumulation of driftwood. 

Embarrass (embseTas), v. Also 7-8 em- 
barass, 8 imbarrass. [ad. F. embarrasser , lit. ‘ to 
block, obstruct f. emharras ; see prec.] 

1 . tram. To encumber, hamper, impede (move- 
ments, actions, persons moving or acting's. 

1683 Temple Mem. Wks. 1731 I. 376 The Character of 
Ambassador, which would delay or embarass me with 
Preparations of Equipage. 1734 tr , Rollin' s Atic. Hist. 
(1827) II. 11. § 2. 2 Hannibal, .ran to the assistance of his 
troops, who were thus embarrassed. 1803 Wellington in 
Gurw. Disp. II. 53 note. The state of the rivers . . will em- 
barrass the enemy in a considerable degree. < 1856 Froude 
Hist. Eng. 1x858 > II. ix, 402 A general council would.. em- 
barrass their movements. 

b. pass. Of persons; To he * in difficulties’ 
from want of money ; to be encumbered with 
debts. Cf. Embarrassed///.#., Embarrassment. 

2. To perplex, throw into doubt or difficulty. 

167a Villiers (Dk. Buckhm.) Rehearsal (1714k 41 The 

People being embarrast by their equal ties to both. 1673 
Dryden Marr. d la Mode v. i, Pray do not Embarrass me. . 
Embarrass me l what a delicious French word do you make 
me lose upon you too 1 1724 De Foe. Mem, Cavalier { 1840) 
151 The king embarrassed with these difficulties. . calls a 
great council. 1773 Monboddo L ang7iage ( 1 774) 1. 1. ix. 123 
Could not conceive and argue . . without imbarrassing his 
thoughts. 1824 Travers Dis. Eye (ed, 3 332 Such a cir- 
cumstance may embarrass an operator. 1855 Miljwan Eat. 
Chr. {1864) III. vi. iii. 418 Frederick .. embarrassed them 
with the choice among five prelates. 

3. To render difficult or intricate ; to complicate 
(a question, etc.). 

1736 Butler Anal. 1. iv. Wks. 1874 I. 80 One irregularity 
after another embarrasses things to such a degree, that, etc. 
1771 Goldsm. Hist. Eng. Pref. ii, They have effectually 
embarrassed that road which they laboured to shorten. 
1778 Bp. Lovvth Isaiah Notes (ed. 12) 206 The word . .seems 
to embarrass the sentence. 1818 Cruise Digest VI. 25, I 
do not apprehend that this case will be embarrassed by that 
decision. 1876 E. Mellor Priestk. iv. 154 This designation 
by their ordinary names . . must embarras every theory which 
involves a substantial change. 

Embarrassed (embse’rast), ppl. a. [f. prec.] 

1. Of a road, a channel, etc. : Made difficult by 
obstructions; full of obstructions. Now only fig. 

1727 A. Hamilton. New Acc. E. Itid. I. xxiv. 295 Its 
[a river’s] Passage inward is . . embarassed with Rocks. 
1796-7 Instr. <$• Reg. Cavalry {1813)183 If the ground is at 
all embarrassed, the line cannot incline, i860 Tyndall Glac. 
1. § 26. 193 A less embarrassed field of operations. 

2. Of persons, their movements or actions : 
Hampered by difficulties, impeded. 

b. Involved in money difficulties. 

1888 Spectator 30 June 877/2 Sums of that kind are not 
spent by an embarrassed State withoutthe gravest reason, etc. 

3. a. Perplexed (in thought), b. Confused, 
constrained (in manner or behaviour). 

1683 D. A. Art Converse 107 Their utterance is embarass’d 
and uneasie. 1761 Churchill Rosciad (R.) Awkward, em- 
barrass’d, stiff, without the skill Of moving gracefully. 1768 
Sterne Sent. Joum. (1778) II. 198 As much embarrassed 
as. .the lady could be herself. 1828 Scott P. M. Perth 
xxiii, ‘Tush, father Glover,’ answered the embarrassed 
victor. 1875 Hamerton Jntell. Life vn. ix. 270, I was the 
embarrassed and unwilling witness. 

4. Of expressions, narratives, etc.; Involved, 
confused. 

1760 Jortin Erasm. II. 623 That the periods are rather 
too long, and embarassed. 1824 L. Murray Eng. Gram. 517 
Embarrassed, obscure, and feeble sentences. 1868 J. H. 
Blunt Ref. Ch. Eng. I, 391 Subjects have been set aside. . 
to prevent the narrative from becoming embarrassed. 
Embarras sedly (embae-rastli), adv. [f. prec. 
+ In an embarrassed manner. 

1883 Bret Harte in. Longttt. Mag, July 320 She coughed 
embarrassedly. 


Embarrassing (embas-rasirjh ///. a. [f. Em- 
barrass +- 1 NG 54 .] That embarrasses. 

1807 Med. Jml. XVII. 537 The general question of ampu- 
tation . . is found in practice difficult and embarrassing, 1849 
Prescott Peru (1850) II. 46 This was an embarrassing 
situation for the Spaniards. 1833 Grote Greece n. lxxxvii. 
XI. 357 An attack, .amidst embarrassing woods and rocks. 

Embarrassingly (embarrasirjli), adv.. [f. 

prec. + -LY ^.J In an embarrassing manner or degree. 

z 38 x Daily News 5 Feb. 5/5 Randolph Churchill . . was 
embarrassingly cheered. 1882 J, Hawthorne Fort. Fool 1. 
xxvii, It was embarrassingly conspicuous and oppressive. 

Embarrassment (embse-rasment). [f. Em- 
barrass + -hunt ; cf. obs. Fr. embarrassementl\ 

1. The process of embarrassing fare) ; em- 
barrassed state or condition ; 

a. of (or with reference to) affairs, circum- 
stances, etc. ; often in pecuniary sense. 

1676 Coles, Embarasment , a perplexing, in tangling, hinder- j 
ing. 1849 Cobden Speeches 62 Difficulty and embarrassment 
in . .the agricultural districts, c 1830 A rob. Nt$. (Rtldg. ) 354 
The embarrassment of Noureddin’s affairs. 1853 Bright 5 /. j 
Didia 3 June, A state of embarrassment and threatened 
bankruptcy. 2872 Yeats Growth Comm. 56 Political em- 
barrassment and domestic want provoked attacks upon the 
dealers in corn. 2880 L. Stephen Fopeyx. 239 He managed 
to run through a splendid fortune and die in embarrassment. 

b. Perplexity, sense of difficulty or hesitation 
with regard to judgement or action ; constrained 
feeling or manner arising from bashfulness or 
timidity. 

1774 Burke Sp. Electors of Bristol, If my real, unaffected 
embarrassment prevents me 'from expressing my gratitude to 
you as I ought. 1796 C. Marshall Garden, vii. (2823) 99 Bad 
weather occasions hurry and embarrassment. 1828 Scott 
F. M. Perth vi, There was embarrassment on the maiden’s 
part. 1850 Mrs. Stowe Uncle 7 'omv. 2 6 Noticing a certain 
embarrassment in her husband’s manner. 1863 Geo. Eliot 
Roinola (1880) 1 . 1. viii. 124 Ready speech that prevents a 
blush from looking like embarrassment. 1874 Morley Com- 
promise f 1886) 84 Any embarrassment in dealing with. it. .is 
a weakness that hinders social progress. 

C. Confusion of thought or expression. 

1732 Johnson Rambler No. 169 p 13 He seldom suspects 
his thoughts of embarrassment. 

2, Something which embarrasses ; an impedi- 
ment, obstruction, encumbrance. In pi. often = 

4 pecuniary difficulties ’. 

1729 Butler Semn. Wks. 1874 II. 33 Embarrassments., 
hindering us from going the nearest way to our own good. 
2752 Johnson Rambl. No. Diffidence .. compensates 

its embarrassments by more important advantages. 1848 
Macaulay Hist, Eng. II. 65 In the hope of extricating 
himself from his embarrassments. 1862 Trench Mirac . i. 203 
She was evidently distressed at the embarrassments of that 
humble household. 1876 M. Arnold Lit. Dogma 157 To 
be felt by them as an embarrassment to the cause of Jesus. 

Embarrel : see Em- prefix. 
f Emba'rren, v. Obs. or arch. [f. En- + 
Barren.] trails. To make or render barren, un- 
fertile, unproductive, lit. and fig. 

1627 Feltham Resolves ii. ix, The Ashes from . . Vesuvius 
. .embarren all the fields about it. Ibid. 1. xviii, Like salt 
marshes that lye low. . [the poor] are . . embarrened with a 
fretting care. 1662 Fuller Worthies (1840) I. 546 The most 
generous and vigorous land will in time be embarrened. 
1807-8 W. Irving Salmag. (1824) 364 Like to Java’s drear 
waste they embarren the' heart. 

t Bmfbarrica’do, v. Obs. [f. Sp. embarricado 
a barricade,] - Barricade v. 

1603 Florio Montaigne in. vi. (1632) 505 In haste, .to em- 
barricado . . any lodgement or quarter. 1630 J. Taylor 
(W ater P.) Wks. 11. 243/2. Coaches, .serued as a wall to em- 
barricado and fortifie their campe. 

t Emba'rring, vbl. sb. Obs. [f. Embar v. + 
-ing 1 .] The action of the verb Embar : a. the 
action of prohibiting, or withholding {from a 
person) ; b. the action of laying an embargo upon 
(a person). 

1563 Man tr. Masculus' Common-pi. 28 b, Some doe define 
lawe to be.. the embarryng of that which is wrong. 1566 
T. Stapleton Ret. Untr. Jewell i. 9 The embarring of this 
holy sacrament from excommunicated persons. 1649 Milton 
Eikon. Wks. 1738 I. 389 The imbarring of all our Merchants 
in that Kingdom. 

t Embase (emb<?i*s), v. obs. or arch. Forms : 
6-7 embace ( 7 -bass), imbace, -base, 7 - embase. 
[f. En- + Fr. has, Base a. (OF. had embaissier 
late L. type Hmbassidre, of equivalent formation.] 

1. a. To lower (physically), b. To give a 
lower direction to. 

1605 Sylvester Du Bartas 1. iii. I. 92 When God . . 
Embast the Valleys and embost the Hills. 2395 Spenser 
Sottn. xii, And to the ground her eie-lids low embaseth. 
2644 Nye Gunnery (1670; 29 The Gunner . . must . . imbase 
the mouth [of his gun]. 

c. fig. 

a 1564 Becon Art. Chr. Relig. proved (1844'' 433 At the 
Lord’s table let us not embase ourselves to look upon the 
bread and cup that be there set forth. 1693 South Serrn. 
288 Embased the very standard of good and evil. 

2. To lower in rank, dignity, office, condition, 
or character; to humble, humiliate; often with 
the sense of decade, make base. Also refl. 

2371 Golding Calvin on Ps . xxiii. 1 Disdeyneth not to 
embace himself, .for our sake. .2587 — De Momay xxiv. 
365 To violate or imbace the thing that was helde to be so 
holy. 2622 Drayton Poly-olb. ix. 137 With the tearme of 
Welsh, the English now embase The nobler Britans name. 


2642 Life Dk. Buckhm. in Select, fr. Hart. Misc. (1793) 
278 No.. ignoble end. .which may.. embase the freedom of 
my poor judgment, 1737 L. Clarke Hist. Bible n. (2740 131 
Continual servitude of body had imbased their Spirits. 282® 
L, Hunt Indicator N o 64 (2822) II. 96 It is pure self-revolv- 
ing selfishness that * embases and embrutes 1844 (see 
Em basing ppl. a.] 

3. To lower (coin or commodities) in price or 
value, transf. and fig. To take away the value 
of, depreciate, discredit, undervalue. 

2577 Holinshed Chr on. Ill, 1192/1 The teston coined for 
twelue pence, and in the reigne of king Edward embased by 
proclamation to six pence. 2394 R. Parsons Confer. Success 
1. v. 120 That no man may think we meane to imbase that 
which we esteme in so high degree. 1657 Reeve Gods 
Plea 41 This is to vilipend greatnesse, or to embase noble- 
nesse. 2668 Child Disc. Trade (ed. 4) 243 As the high, 
rate of Usury doth imbase lands. . 1698 South Serm. fx. 
(1843' II. 134 A temper of mind which will certainly embase 
and d iscommend all our services. 

4. To debase (coin) by a mixture of alloy ; lit. 
and fig. Said also of the alloy. 

2552 [see Embasing vbl. sb.) 1594 West Symbol, n. § 216 
Embase, shave, file, clippe, wast or empaire the currant coin, 
1627 Feltham Resolves 1. xviii. Wks. I1677) 3 2 It will imbase 
even the purest metal in man. 1679 Burnet Hist. Ref. (2865) 

1 . 16 To raise money, not by embasing the coin, but by em- 
basing the Christian religion. # 27 ox W. Wotton Hist. Rome 
314 He embased the current coin. 2752 [see Embasing v6/.s£,] 
b. transf. and fig. To take away the excellence 
of; to corrupt, impair, vitiate. 

2623 Bacon Ess. Love (Arb.) 449 Wanton love Corrupteth, 
and Imbaseth it. a 1626 — Sylva § 573 The Vertue of the 
Seed, .in a Tree, .is embased by the Ground, to which it is 
removed. 2655 Gurnall Chr. in Arm. ix. (1669) 56/2 
Sever’d from that soil and dross which embassed it. c 1660 
South Serm. (1715) I. 37 A Pleasure embased with no ap- 
pendant Sting. 2720 Welton Suffer. Son of God I. ix. 225 
Those Vanitys. .Embase my Nature. 

t Emba*se&, ppl a. Obs. [f. prec. + -ed.] =* 
Abased, Debased, in various senses. 

2602 Fulbecke 1st Pt. Parall. 54 The debtor may pay 
the det in the coin embased. 2627 Speed England Abr. vi. 

§ 4 An earthen Pot hoarded with store of Roman Coines — 
stamped vp>on imbased siluen 1647 N. Bacon Hist. Disc. 
xxii. 63 This was a trick of imbased times. 1649 Milton 
Eikon. vi. (Bohn' 367 An imbased flexibleness to the . . con- 
trary dictates of any factions. 

t Embasement. Obs. [f. as prec. + -ment.] 

1. A lowering in place, dignity, power, etc.; 
degradation ; = Abasement, lit. and fig. 

1 575 Fenton Golden Epistles 95 This wonderfull em- 
basement of estate whiche the sonne of God tooke vppon 
him. 2582 N. T. (Rhem.) Rom. iii. 20 They esteemed 
it a great imbasement for such to be in Gods debt. 2635 
Barriffe Mi lit. Discip. (1643) iii. 347 Suffering too much 
imbasement, as being often undervalued. 2656 Jeanes 
Mixt. Sckol. Div. 60 Earthly mindedness . . is a great de- 
pressure and embasement thereof. 1692 South Serm. VIII. 
iv. <R.) The pleasures of sin . . receive a further embase- 
ment. .from the super-addition of a curse. 

2. A debasement of precious metal by mixture 
of base metal ; *? Abasement 3 . Also fig. 

2677 Hale Contempt, il 65 The very Soul of Man . . re- 
ceives a Tincture and an imbasement by them. 2709 Stan- 
hope Paraph. IV. 65 Most of Us have. .Vices, for an Allay 
and Embasement to our. . Vertues. 

Bmbasiate, var. of Embassiate, obs. 
t Emba'sing, vbl sb. Obs. [f. prec. + -ingJ] 
The action of the verb Embase, in various senses. 

2332 Robinson tr. More's Utop. (Arb.) 59 marg., En- 
hauncynge and imbasyng of coyne. 2582 J. Bell Haddojis 
Answ. Osor. 46 Peruse you y c Psalmes..you finde in them 
..humilitie, knowledge, and embacyng of a mans selfe. 
1633 Milton Hirelings (Wks. 1851) 382 The frequent im- 
basing of his [some Gentleman’s] Sons with illiterate and 
narrow Principles, 275a Carte Hist. Eng. III. 242 As to 
the embasing of the coin. 

Emba sing (emb^i*siq), ppl. a. arch. [f. as 
prec. + -ing 54 .] In senses of the verb. 

2652 Benlowes Theoph. 11. xxi. 26 Your glorious Nature’s 
by embasing sin brought low. a 2665 J. Goodwin Filled iv. 
the Spirit 11867) 4 2 3 H is a matter of . . imbasing nature to 
the creature man. 2844 Ld. Houghton Mem. Many Scenes 
130 And would my spirit from earth's embasing rule Were 
in this moment riven. 

Embassade (embased). Obs. or arch. Also 
5 enbassed, enbassade, 7 Sc. embassaid. [See 
Ambassade, of which this is a less frequent var.] 

1. The mission or function of an ambassador ; 

-= Ambassade i. 

2593 Shaks. 3 Hen. VI, iv. iii, 32 When you disgrac’d 
me in my Embassade. 1602 Holland Pliny 491 P. Iunius, 
and T. Coruncanus . . were put to death, notwithstanding 
they came in embassade to her. 

2. A body of persons (or a single person) sent 
on a mission, or as a deputation, to or from a 
sovereign ; an ambassador and his suite ; =» Am- 
bassade 2. 

2480 Caxton Chron. Eng, ccliii. 325 Also this same yere 
cam a grete enbassade in to englond. 2494 Fabyan iv. lxvi. 
45 He sente to hym an enbassed. Ibid. iv. lxxv. 53 An 
Embassade shuld be made vnto the Kynge of lytell Bry- 
tayne. 1552 in Strype Eccl. Mem. II. 1. 11. ix. 320 Upon 
coming of great embassades or foreign princes. 

3. The message sent or delivered by an ambas- 
sador ; «= Ambassade 3 . 

1508 Fisher Seven Ps Ps. cxliii. n. (1529) Rib They fered 
to shewe thyne enbassade. 2602 R. Johnson Kingd. # 
Cornrnw. (1603) 57 In this counsell . . they consult of embas- 
1 saids. 


EMBASSADOR. 

4. quasi-^wfo. On an embassy, rare. 

1525 Ld. Berners Froiss. II. ccxix. [ccxv.j 677 Howe the 
frenche kyng. .had sente a knyght of honour embassade to 
bym. 1596 Spenser Hymne Beautie 252 But when her 
words embassade forth she sends. 

Embassador (embsrsadsi). Variant form of 
Ambassador; now obs. in England, though in 
frequent use during the early part of the present 
century. In the U. S. this form, which is recom- 
mended by the analogy of Embassy, is still pre- 
ferred. For examples see Ambassador 
Embassa&orial, var. of Ambassadorial. 

1853 Blackw. Mag. LXXI. 557 He thought it becoming 

his embassadorial position. 

Ambassadress, obs. var, of Ambassadress. 
Embassadry, var. of Ambassadry, Obs. 
Embassage (e-mbas/d#). arch. Also imb-. 
[A variant (in mod. archaistic use more frequent) 
of Ambassage, q.v. In ordinary language super- 
seded by Embassy.] 

1. The sending or despatch of ambassadors, or 
of an ambassador. 

1561 T. N[orton] Calvin's Inst. in. ii. (1634I 272 That 
liberal Embassage by which God reconcileth the world to 
himselfe. 1839 Yeowell Auc, Brit. Ch. v. (1847) 48 The 
embassage to Rome may be accounted for. 1881 Contemp. 
Rev. Apr. 569 Thy torrent coursers flee With thunderous 
embassage to the great Sea. 

2. The business confided to, or message con- 
veyed by, an ambassador. 

1526 Pilgr. Perf. (W. de W. 1531) 179 These wordes were 
..gyuen to hym as the embassage of god. 1580 Sidney 
Arcadia (1622) 440 Let it embassage beare your grieues to 
show. 1621 Quarles Esther (1717) 34 Nor did they question 
whether, .false the Prophet were, that brought th' Embas- 
sage. 1821 Scott Kenilw. xvii, I had settled to send thee 
thither upon a secret embassage. 

3. The position of an ambassador ; ambassador- 
ship. 

1605 Bacon Adv. Learn. 1. ii. § 1 (1873) 11 Cameades the 
philosopher came in embassage to Rome. 1677 Govt. Venice 
279 To . . lessen any thing of the Honours of his Embass- 
age. 1863 P. S. Worsley Poems # Transl. 6 So shall my 
vast renown of embassage Flash wide conviction. 

4. A body of persons sent on a mission, or as 
a deputation, to or from a sovereign, etc. ; the 
ambassador, his retinue, and surroundings. 

1621 G. Sandys Ovids Met. vn. 139 The Attick ship.. 
Which Cephalus, and his embassage, bore. 1663 Marvell 
Corr. xliv. Wks. 1872-5 II. 92 note , To make me goe along 
with him Secretary to those Embassages. 1829 Scott Anne 
o/G. viii, The members of the embassage. 

+ Embassato'rial, a. Obs. [f. med.L. embas- 
sator Ambassador + -ial.] = Ambassadorial. 
<11734 North Exam. in. vii. 40 Embassatorial Letters. 

t Emba'ssatrix, var. of Ambassatrix. Obs. 
A female ambassador, an ambassador’s wife, 
<11734 North Exam. 479 Here was an Embassatrix 
resident. 

Embassed, -et, var. ff. Embassade, -tate. 
t Emba'ssiate. Obs. Also 5 inbasset, 6 
embasset, embasiate. [var. of Ambassiate, q.v,] 
= Embassy. 

a 1400 Cov. Myst. ri2 In thyn hey inbasset, Lord, I xal 
go. 14. . Lydg. Thebes (E. E. T. S.) 1848 With hool them- 
pris of the enbassyat. c 1470 Henry Wallace vi. 134 An 
inbasset to bryng ane uncouth queyne. 1513 More Rich. 
Ill Wks, 58/2 He sent ouer in embassiate, the Erie of 
warwike. Ibid. 60 Embasiate. 1530 Palsgr., Embasset, 
embassade. 

Embassy (e-mbasi). Also 6 pi. imbases. 
[A variant (now almost the only current form) of 
Ambassy, q.v.] 

1. The function or office of an ambassador ; also, 
the sending of ambassadors. 

. *579 J. Jones Preserv. Bodie <§• Soule 1. xxiii. 43 To toyle 
in imbases. 1588 Shaks. L. L. L. i, i. 35 Here comes in 
Embassie The French Kings daughter, 1669 Temple Let. 
Wks. 1731 II. 196 Lord Falconbridge, who is going on an 
Embassy. X799 Wellington in Gurw. Lisp. I. 16 various 
embassies and military preparations on the part of Tippoo 
Sultaun. 1848 W. H. Kelly tr . L. Blanc's Hist. Ten V. 
II. 564 They thought it. .liberal in them to reserve for their 
former chief some embassy or other. 

1 2. The message committed to or delivered by 
an ambassador. Obs. 

1595 Shaks. John 1. i. 6 Silence (good mother) heare the 
Embassie. 1615 Heywood Foure Prentises 1. i. {1874) II. 
218 Didst thou deliver our strict Embassie. 

3. The body of persons sent on a mission, or as 
a deputation, to a sovereign, etc. ; the ambassador 
and his retinue, with their surroundings ; also, 
the official residence of the ambassador. 

1671 Milton P. R. iv. 67 Embassies from regions far re- 
mote. 1764 Gray Corr. w. Nicholls (1843) 59 A naif promise 
of being declared secretary to the embassy. 1843 Prescott 
Mexico (1851) I. 269 The embassy, consisting of two Aztec 
nobles, was accompanied by the governor. 1837 Lytton 
E. Maltrav. (1851) 49 It was a brilliant ball at the Palazzo of 
the Austrian embassy at Naples. Mod. The Englishman in- 
quired at the Embassy. They were married at the English 
Embassy. 

Embastardize, modernized spelling of Imbas- 
tardize, Obs. 

EmbastiTle, v. nonce-wd. [ad. F. embastiller^ 
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f. en- in + bastille fort.] trans . To surround (a 
city) with forts, or as with forts, 

2848 Tail’s Mag. XV. 537 The embastilling Paris with 
camps, government by the sword. 

Embastioned : see Em- prefix . 

+ Bmba*snre a Obs. rare. Also imbasare. 
[f. EmBASK V. ~r -URE ] «= EMBASEMENT. 

1656 J eanes Fuln. Christies This composition will be a 
great imbasure unto the word. Ibid. 165 We may be de- 
horted from embasure of our natures by sin. 

II Ernbat. [Turk. (a. Pers.) enbad] A 
northerly wind, that blows in Egypt. 

1763 Mackenzie in Phil. Trans. LIV. 77 The plague at 
Cairo begins to cease, .when the. .Embats or Etesian winds 
begin to blow. 

t Emba-ter. Obs. rare — °. (See quot.) 

1736 Bailey, Embater, the hole or look-through to aim a 
cross-bow. 1775 in Ash. 

Embathe, imbatbe (em-, imb^*$), v. poet. 
Also 6 inbathe, 6-7 imbath. [f. En-, In- + 
Bathe: cf. OF. embaigner, It. imbagnarel] 
irafis. To bathe, immerse, dip; to bedew, drench, 
suffuse. 

1593 Tell-Trothe's N. V. Gift 42 Whosoever inbathe 
themselves therein. 1596 Fitz-geffray Sir F. Drake (1881) 
22 Imbath your, .lofty quill In .. amber-dropping Castalie. 
1606 Chapman Cent. Marlowe's Hero $ L. iii, [Her love) 
that with immortall wine Should be embath’d, and swim in 
more hearts ease Than there was water in the Sestian seas. 
1634 Milton Comits 835 Nereus . . gave her to his daughters 
to embathe In nectared iavers. 1641 — Reform. 2 The 
sweet odour of the returning gospel [must] imbathe his soul 
with the fragrancy of heaven. 1776 Mickle tr. Camoen's 
Lusiad 454 Embathe with gore Carpel la's Cape. 1855 
Bailey Mystic , His limbs imbathed Amid immortal nymphs. 
1879 Farrar St. Pauli. 425 The perfumes with which Mary 
of Bethany embathed his feet, 
b. intr. for rejl. 

1817 Coleridge, She dare . . embathe in heavenly light. 
Hence Emba*thed, ppl. a in quot. elliptical for 
embathed in perfume , hence fragrant. 

2590 Spenser Muiopotmos 194 Embathed Balme. 

Embattle (em-, imbse-tT), vX Forms: a. 
4-6 em-, enbataile, 6 embattail(e, -ayl, (9 arch. 
embattail), 6 embatteil, 5-6 enbatelfl, -yl, 
6-8 embatteLl, (6 enbattle, 7 embatle), 6- 
embattle. £. 5-6 imbatail, -ttail, 6-7 im-, 
inbattel, 7-8 imbattle. [ME. embataile , a. OF, 
embataillier to prepare for battle, f. en- (see En-) 

+ bataille Battle sb . 1 (Cf. Enbataile, adv.)] 

1 . trans. To set (an army) in battle array. Also 
(Spenser), to arm, prepare for battle (an individual). 

1393 Gower Conf. II. 247 He fonde His enemy full em- 
batailed. <71450 Merlin 152 Telleth how thei were in- 
batailed a-gein the xj kynges. 1494 Fabyan vr. ccxvii. 236 
Than the Normans imbateled y e fotemen. 1513 More Rich. 

III (1641' 429 When the Earle of Richmond knew . . the 
King was neere ernbat tailed. 1570-87 Holinshed Scot. 
Chron. (1806) I. 329 Hereupon Malcolme imbattelling his 
people. 1596 Spenser J 7 . Q. ii. v. 2 One in bright armes em- 
batteiled full strong, a 1677 Barrow Serm. (1683) II. xi. 155 
As a General, .mustereth and embattaileth his troops. 1755 
Carte Hist. Eng. IV. 457 It was three .. before the King’s 
army was embattled, c 1840 De Quincey Autobiog. Sk. 
Wks. I. 240 But once embattled, what should hinder them 
from detecting a flaw in their commission ? 

fig. i593NASHEC/«rAi'jr7Va6i3Yi33 Embattelling our selues 
against sin, we must vse the weapons & arts of ai Nations. 
1636 B. Jonson Discov. (1692) 702 With ability to render 
I the one lov’d, the other hated, by bis proper embatteling 
them. 1809-10 Coleridge Friend (1865; 214 Yet let us not 
embattle our feelings against our reason. 

2 . rejl. To form in order of battle ; to take up 
a position in the field. 

c 1450 Lonelich Grail xm. 458 Eualach enbatailled him 
in the feeld. 1503-4 A ct. 19 Hen. VI 7 , c. 34 Pream., Dy vers 
. . inbatelled theymself . . contrarie to the Dutie of their aJ- 
legeaunce. 1580 North Plutarch (1676) 212 He commanded 
the first Bands, .should embattel themselves. 1844 Blackw. 
Mag. LVI. 531 Another had now slowly reared and em- 
battled itself against the. .Crescent, 
f b. intr. for rejl. Obs . 

1597 Daniel Civ. Wares vn. lix, And near Northampton 
both Embattelling, Made now the very Heart of England 
bleed. 1662 (?) Dk. Ormonde Laws § Ord. Army in Irel. t 
Every . . Souldier . . shall keep silence when the Armie is. . 
marching or imbattailing. 1738 Glover Leonidas ix. 14 
An ample space Where myriads might imbattle. 

3 . To fortify (a building, town, etc), Cf. Em- 
battle vX; in many passages it is impossible to 
say which verb is intended. Also fig. 

c 1380 Sir Femmb. 1684 Oppon ech pere bar stent a tour! 
enbataild wyb queynte engynne. 1598 Yong Diana 152 
The wals loftie and strongly embattelled. 1622 Heylin 
Cosmogr. 1. (1682) 183 Embattelled according to the modem 
Art of Fortifications. 1830 Blackw. Mag. XXVIII. 126 
Fear builds castles and embattles cities. 1830 Tennyson 
Sonn. to jf.M. K ., To embattail and to wall about thy 
cause With iron-worded proof. 

Embattle (embas*t’l), v 2 Forms: 5 en- 
baiel, 6 enbatell, embatel, 7 embatle, 7- 
embattle. [f. En- + Battle v . 2 ; app. not in OF.] 
trans. To furnish (a building, wall, etc.) with 
battlements. Also fig. 

c 1400 [see Embattled ppl. a.- ]. 1463 Bury Wills (1850) 
37 , 1 wil . . that the Rysbygate . , be . . enbately d substancyally 
to endure. 1530 Palsgr. 532,1 enbatell a wall, I make bas- 
tylmentes upon it. 1538 Leland Itin. III. 34 Treury.. 
embateling al the Waulles of the House in a maner made it 
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a Castelle. 2610 Holland Camden's Brit. 1. 753 To for- 
tifie and Kernel his mansion house, that is, to embatle it, 
1627 Speed England Abr, xxvi. § 5 To build about and 
embattle a wall. 1823 Rutter Fonthill 71 Another parapet, 
pierced and embattled. 1851 Turner Dam. Archit. IL 
Introd. 23 Licenses to embattle manor-houses. 

t Emba*ttle, sb. Obs. rare— 1 . In 6 embatel. 
[f. Embattle v.~] *= Battlement. 

a 1547 Surrey Aeneid 11. 575 Griped for hold thembatel of 
the wall. 

Embattled (embse't’ld), ppl. a . 1 [f. Embattle 
v . 1 + -ED.] 

1 . Drawn up in battle array, marshalled for 
fight. 

1475 Bk. Noblesse (i860) 32 He comaunded the oost em-' 
batailed not forto breke. 166 7 Milton P. L. xii. 213 On 
their embattled ranks the waves return. _ 1677 Hobbes 
Homer's Iliad 137 See your men i’ th’ morn imbattled. 1790 
Cowpsr Iliad 11. 536 The chiefs, .may range Together, the 
imbattled multitude. 1816 Wordsw. Sonn. to Liberty xlii, 
Bondage threatened by the embattled East. 1866 Felton 
Anc. $ Mod. Gr. I. vii, 108 The din of embattled squadrons, 
b. transfi and fig. 

1745 T. Warton Pleas. Melanck. .294 At her presence mild 
the embattled douds Disperse in air. 1837-9 Hallam 
Hist. Lit. 1 . 1. iv. § 53. 297 The embattled legions of ignor- 
ance. 

2 . Filled or covered with troops in battle array. 
Also fig. 

1593 N ashe Christ's T. (1613) 56 The Element euery night 
was embattailed with Armed men. 1725 Pope Odyss. xi. 369 
Castor glorious on th’ embattled plain. 1842 Ordersqn 
Creol. xviii. 217 He was . . anxious to be at the first brunt of 
the embattled field. 

3 . Fortified, made strong or secure against at- 
tack. Cf. Embattled ppl. a . 2 

1765 Blackstone Comm. I. 263 That no subject can build 
a castle, or house of strength imbatteled . . without the 
licence of the king. 1834 Bowring Minor Morals y Per- 
severance 146 Every feudal chief was obliged to shut him- 
self up in high and embattled towers. 1879 Dixon Windsor 
I. iii. 28 Each manor was embattled for defence. 

Embattled (embse-tid), ppl. a . 2 [f. Eat* 

BATTLE V 2 + -ED L] 

1 . Arch. Furnished with battlements, crenellated. 

c 1400 Rom. Rose , I saugh a gardyn . . walled welle, With 

high walles enbatailled.^ 1525 Ld. Berners Froiss. II. 
cl vii. [cliii.] 431 The whiche castell was enbatylled. 1538 
Leland Itin. II. 40 An embatelid Waulle now sore yn 
ruine. 1769 Gray in Poems # Lett. 11775) 369 This seat. . 
is an ancient hall-house, with a very large tower embattled. 
1867 Lady Herbert Cradle L. vii. 195 The old embattled 
walls still standing. 

2 . Having an edge or outline shaped like a 
battlement ; crenellated ; spec, in Heraldry. 

c 1386 Chaucer Nonne Pr, T. 40 His comb was . . Enbateled 
[other texts And batayld) as it were a castel wall. 1555 
Fardle Facions 11. vii. 160 A copintancke, embatled aboute 
like a turrette. 1572 Bossewell Armorie 11. 29 b, Beareth 
Sables, & Gules, embatyled . . three Fer-de-molyns d’Argente. 
2753 Chambers Cycl. Supp., Embattled Line, in heraldry. 
2803 Rees Cycl., Bretessed. .a. .charge, .embattled on both 
sides opposite to each other. 2834 Planch^ Brit. Costume 
222 Hats and caps . . with embattled or escalloped edges. 
1864 Boutell Heraldry Hist. Pop. iii. (ed. 3) 18 A Fesse 
dancette or embattled. 1884 Harped s Mag. Mar. 529/2 The 
embattled cliffs and the. .sea fill the view. 

Embattlement (embas-t’lment). Also 6 em- 
batyl-. [f. Embattle v . 2 + -ment.] = Battlement. 

2538 Leland Itin. VIII. 107 The Enbatylments of it wer 
full of Pinacles. 1572 Bossewell Armorie n. 77 b, A 
Crowne murall . . was made like enbattlementes of a wall. 
1886 Sat. Rev. 10 July 48 The mighty towers and embat- 
tlements . . yet rear themselves up proudly. 

Embattling (embsetliq), vbl. sbf [f. Em- 
battle S7.1 + -ING 1 .] The action of the verb Em- 
battle 1 ; a. arraying (troops) in order of battle ; 
b. taking up a position for fighting. 

1531 Elyot Gov. 1. viii. (1557) 21 The. .embattaylynge of 
his enemies. 2598 Barret Theor. War res iii. ii. 47 These 
sundry sorts of imbattailling of men. 2612 Chapman Iliad 
xvi. 154 Th’ embattelling of horse and foot. 2697 Potter 
Antiq. Greece m. yl. (1715) 58 The Macedonians were the 
; most famous for this Way of Imbattling. 2712 Steele Sped, 
No. 502 *5 To enumerate, .the embattling of armies., would 
be to transgress the bounds of this paper. 

^ pi. 2677 Earl Orrery Art of War 8 The Velites . .both 
in Embattellings and Campings, .were mixt with the other 
three [bodies]. 

Embattling (embartlirj), vbl. sb 2 [f. Em- 
battle v . 2 + -ING 1 .] concr . in Her . ; see quot. and 
cf. Embattled///, a 2 2. 

1753 Chambers Cycl. Supp. s.v., The heralds express this 
embattled line by the term crenelle ; and when it has the 
embattling on both sides. . they then call it bretesse. 
Emba ttling, ppl a. [f. Embattle vX + 
That forms in order of battle, fig. 

1794 Coleridge Relig. Musings vi, Embattling interests 
on each other rush. 

Embay (emb^O, vf Also 6 imbay. [f. Em- 
+ Bay sb 2 and 3 .] 

1 . trans. To lay (a vessel) within a bay. Also 
of the action of the wind or tide : To force (a 
vessel) into a bay ; to detain within a bay. 

2600 Hakluyt Voy. III. 149 Being immediately embayed 
in the Grand bay. 1628 Digby Jrnl. 21 When wee were 
come with our shippes as near the shore .. as wee could, 
for feare of being embayed. 1702 C. Mather Magn. Chr. 
1. i. (1852) 44 He found himselt embayed within a mighty 
head of land. x8io Edin. Rev. XVII. 150 Many small 
whales, .are yearly embayed and killed. 1870 Illust. Land. 


EMBAY. 


103 


EMBER. 


News zg Oct. 438 The headland before her must be weathered, 
unless she would be embayed and stranded, 
b. transf. ? with a reference to Bay $b$ 

1851 Rusion Stones Ven. (1874) I. xviii. 192 Some of them 
might miss the real doors, and be driven into the intervals, 
and embayed there. 

2 . pass. Of a town : To be enclosed within a bay. 

1825 Waterton Wand. S. Amer. iv. ii. 313 The town 
Castries is quite embayed. 1842 Sterling Let. in Carlyle 
Life in. iv. {1872)199 The town, - is not at all embayed, though 
there is some little shelter for shipping within the mole. 

3 . reft. Of the sea : To form a bay. rare . 

1653 Holcroft Procopius 111.Q7 But finding., the sea to 
embay it self on both sides the Land. 

4 . To enclose (as in a bay); to shut in; to 
envelop, surround ; also Jig. 

1583 Stanyhurst Aeneis 11. ( 1880) 50 Laocoon . . Is to sone 
embayed with wrapping girdle y coompast. 1624 Capt. 
Smith Virginia 1. 16 We found our selues imbayed with a 
mightie headland. 1772-84 Cook Voy. (1790) V. r86o We 
were, in some degree, embayed by the ice. 1792 Fortn. 
Ramble xi. 69 Bridder Water .. looks as if embayed in 
mountains. 1862 G. P. Scrope Volcanoes 176 The waters 
were embayed in eddies or pools. 1876 Bancroft List. 
U. S. II. xxii. 32 He found himself embayed in a labyrinth 
without end. 

f Embay, v . 2 Obs. poet . [f. En- pnf. + 
Bay vP] 

1 . trans. To plunge (in a liquid) ; to bathe; 
hence, to drench, wet ; to imbrue, steep. 

1S90 Spenser F. Q. i. x. 27 Sad repentance used to embay 
His bodie in salt water. 1594 ? Greene Seliinus Wks. 
(Grosart) XIV. 223 Our mouthes in honie to embay. 1600 
Fairfax Tasso xii. Ixii, Their Swords both points and 
edges sharpe embay In purple bloud, where so they hit or 
light. 1762 Churchill Ghost, His horse, Whose sides, in 
their own blood embay'd, E’en to the bone were open laid. 

2 . fig. a. To bathe (oneself ) in sleep, sunshine, 
b. Of sleep : To bedew, steep, suffuse, pervade. 

1590 Spenser Muiopotmos 200 In the warme sunne he 
doth himselfe embay. 1590 — F. Q. 1. ix. 13 Whiles every 
sense the humour sweet embay'd. 1610 G. Fletcher Christ's 
Viet, in Farr’s S. P. (1847) 63 And all about, embayed in 
soft sleep, A herd of charmed beasts aground were spread. 

Embayed (emb^-d), ppl. a. [f. Embay vf] 

1. Enclosed in, or as in, a bay. Also, of a shore : 
Formed into bays, hollowed out by the sea. 

1835 Mudie Brit. Birds (1841) I. 125 A shore, embayed 
and torn by the sea. 1839 Murchison Silur. Syst. 1. xxxvii. 
516 The embayed flats, .are good examples of the fertile soil. 
1851 Ruskin Stones Ven. (18741 Li. 17 Embayed fragments 
of the Roman wreck. 1870 Yeats Nat. Hist. Comm . 15 
The embayed waters of Mexico. 1882 Nature XXVI. 151 
Great West Bay . . bears . . the ugly name of * Dead Man’s 
Bay’ from an embayed vessel caught in a South-west gale 
seldom escaping shipwreck. 

2 . Forming a bay or recess. See Bay sb$ 

x 824-9 Landor I mag. Conv. (1846) II, 241 The embayed 
window. 

Embayment (emh?i*ment). [f. as prec. + 

-KENT.] 

1 . a. The action of forming into a bay. b. concr. 
A portion of water or coast forming a bay. 

1815 Scorr Guy M. xl, The line of sea-coast, with all its 
varied curves, indentures, and embayments. 1853 G. John- 
ston Nat. Hist. E. Bard. I. 10 Occasionally lingering in 
some embayment. .to collect their waters. 1879 Le Conte 
Elem . Creel. 525 The Mississippi probably commenced to run 
into the Tertiary Embayment. 1884 St. Nicholas II. 534 It 
is a larger embaymen t than that where the gig came to grief, 

2 . A bay-like recess (of a window). 

184 Z Tail's Mag. XV. 102 The deep embayment of her 
favourite window. 

+ £ 'U 3 .be, prep. Obs. Also 1 emb. A variant 
of OE. ymbe , ME. Umbe, q.v., about, around, etc. 

a 1000 Athelstans (Or.) Embe Brunanburh. a 1000 Mono- 
log. (Gr.) 210 Emb eahta niht. c 1x75 Lamb. Horn. 51 pe bi- 
tacninge J?e ic habbe embe ispeken. Ibid. 2x9 Ne me} nan 
iscefte. .understonden embe god. c xaog Lay. 6563 ^Euere 
he Jjohte embe uuel. c 1315 Shoreham 141 Ine thylke songe 
That ich was embe oure faye. 

Hence in OE. and early ME. compounds : emb- 
21113a [OE. hoga care], anxiety; embsnitie v. 
[OE. snidan to cut], to circumcise ; embeponk 
[OE. pane thought], anxiety or thought about; 
embe-utea adv. [OE. dton without], round 
about. 

c rooo Ags. Gosp. Matt. vi. 34 ACghwylc (Leg hmfcS genoh 
on hys agenum ymbho^an [c xx 6 o Hatton embhu^an]. 
Ibid. Mark. xiv. 47 So^lice an of |?am J>e 6ar embe-uton 
[c 1160 Hatton embe-uten) stodon hxs swurde abrsed. Ibid. 
Luke ii. 210 J>e ehta dajas Kefyllede wseron bast &et cild 
emsnyden [ c 1160 Hatton embsnySen] waere. CI175 Lamb. 
Horn. pet me sculde in pe ehtupe dei pet knaue child 
embsnipen. cx 200 Trin. Coll. Horn. 87 pe bileffulle mannes 
heorte. .ben wasshen of pe embeponke of fleshliche lustes. 

t Emb earn (embf-m), V. Obs. [f. En- + 
Beam jA] trans. To cast beams (of light) upon, 
irradiate ; to radiate (light). 

x6io G. Fletcher Christ' s Viet, in Farr’s .S'. P . (1848) 75 
But now so lively colours did embeam His sparkling fore- 
head. 1652 Benlowes Theoph. 1. xeix. 13 Faith in Thee 
[may] embeam my Night 1652 Jer. Collier in Benlowes 
Theoph. B 4 b, Loves self in her his Flame embeams. 

+ Embeatrty, v. Obs. rare- 1 . In 6 en- 
bewte. [f. En- + Beauty.] trans. To put beauty 
on (a person or thing) ; to beautify. 

1523 Skelton Garl. Laurel 868 Whom dame nature . . Hath 
fresshly enbewted. 

Embeazle, obs. f. Embezzle. 


Embed, imbed (em-, imbe*d). [f. Ex-, In- 
+ Bed sb. (Embed is now the more common form.)] 

1 . trans. To fix firmly in a surrounding mass of 
some solid material. Also reft. 

a. 1794 Sulivan View Nat. I. viii. 62 Calcareous sub- 
stances are in general found where flints are embedded. 2862 
Hulme tr. M oquin- Tandon 11. hi. iv. 147 Leeches, .embed 
themselves in the earth. 1879 J. Timbs in Cassells Techn. 
Ediic. IV. 6/2 Iron girders embedded in brickwork and 
cement. 2882 Standard 5 Sept. 6/1 The workman takes 
one diamond and embeds it in heated cement. 

A 2778 Whitehurst Inquiry Earth xii. 90 Marine ex- 
uviae found imbedded near the tops of mountains. 1797 
M. Baillie Morb. Anat. 118071 436 Masses of the same sort 
of substance, lying as it were embedded in the brain. 281 6 
R. Jameson Char. Min. (1817) 130 Crystals are said to 
be imbedded, when they are completely inclosed in another 
mineral. 2866 Livingstone Jml. (1873/ 1 . i. 29 Thus.. in- 
sects are. .imbedded in the gum-copal. 

a. 1833 Lytton Rienzi 1. xii, The light . . embedded, as 
it were, in vast masses of shade. 1855 Bain Senses Int. 
11. ii. § 12 The sensation is embedded in a movement. 2870 
Lowell Among my Bks. Ser. 1, (1873) 79 The winged seeds 
of his thought embed themselves in the memory. 

A 1855 Bain Senses § Int. n. ii. § 13 The same optical 
impression, .may. .be imbedded in a great many different 
muscular impressions. 1875 Maine Hist. Inst. 1. 14 Parts 
of these, .writings are imbedded in the text of the Book. 

G, trans/. Also in wider senses suggested by the 
etymology. 

1848 Clough Amours de Voy. m. 302 Nemi, imbedded in 
wood, Nemi inurned in the hill 1 1849 Grote Greece (1862) 
V. 11. lx. 300 A more considerable stream, flowing deeply 
imbedded between lofty banks. 2852 M. Arnold Poems, 
Emped. on Etna 21, Through whose [Typho’s] heart Etna 
drives her roots of stone To imbed them in the sea. 

2 . Said of the surrounding mass of material : To 
enclose firmly. Also fig. 

2853 Kane Grinnell Exp. xxvi. (185S) 210 Fields of new ice 
. .imbedded them in a single night. 1853 I. Taylor Restor. 
Belie / 215 Those Seven Epistles, .imbed our problem. 2887 
Harped s Mag. May 955 A soft sweetish pulp.. embeds the 
two beans. 

Hence Embe'dded ppl. a. } Embe 'riding vbl. sb. 
and ppl. a . 

1830 Lyell Princ. Geol. I. 85 Others ascribed the im- 
bedded fossil bodies to some plastic power which resided 
in the earth in the early ages of the world. 1863 — 
Antiq, Man 8, I have spoken of the embedding of organic 
bodies and human remains in peat. 1877 W. Thomson Voy. 
Challenger I, ii. 113 The elegant forms of the imbedded 
shells. 2877 E. Conder Pas. Faith vii. 315 Smelting out 
the pure gold of revealed truth from the imbedding ore. 

fEmbe'dlam, v. Obs. [f. En- + Bedlam.] 
trans. To put into Bedlam ; hence to drive mad. 

<21628 F. Greville Alaham 11. ii. (1633) 28 Furie ! then 
spurre thyself, embedlam wit. 

Embedment (embe'dment). [f. Embed v. + 
-ment.] a. The action of embedding, the state 
of being embedded, b. concr. Something which 
embeds ; a £ bed * of stonework, etc. 

2828-40 Tytler Hist Scot. ( 1864) E 3°4 The large oak 
pillars, .rested in an embedment of strong mason work. 
Embeggar : see Em- prefix. 

Embel, emb elf, erron. forms of next. 

2692 Coles, Embel. 2773 Ash, Embel, ernbelf. 
t Embelif, adv. and a. Astron . Obs. [a. 
OF. phrase en belifi see Belef.] 

A. adv. In an oblique direction, obliquely. 
c 1391 Chaucer Astrol. 11. § 28 These same signes.. ben 
cleped tortuos signes or kroked signes for they arisen em- 
belif on oure Orisonte. 

IB. adj. Oblique. 

C2391 Chaucer Astrol. n. § 28 heading. To knowe the 
assencions of signes in the embelif cercle in euery regioun, 
I Mene, in circulo obliquo. __ Ibid., The embelif orisonte .. 
ouerkervyth the equinoxial in embelif angles. 2423 Lydg. 
Pilgr. Sowle v. i. (2859) 70, I saw the spyeres tornen. .eue- 
riche within other, by contrarious mouyng, and by embelif. 
Hence f Embelif v. Obs. intr. f to be oblique. 

1413 Lydg. Pilgr. Sowle v. i. (1859) 70 There was a Cercle 
embelyfyng somwhat. 

Embellish, (embe'lif ) v. Forms : 4-5 em- 
belyssh, (4 enbelyse, embellis), 5 embellissh, 
-ysh, (embelese, -yse, -yce, enbelis, -issh, em- 
belsh), 6- embellish. Also 7-8 imbelish, im- 
bellish. [a. OF. embellis s- lengthened stem of 
embellir, f. en- (see En-) + bel beautiful.] 

1 . fa. To render beautiful (obs. in general sense), 
b. To beautify with adventitious adornments; to 
ornament. 

£•1340 Gaw. SfGr. Knt. 1033 & enbelyse his bur^ with his 
bele chere. c 1385 Chaucer L. G. W.,Lucrece, Teeres ful 
of hevytee Embelysshed [v. r. embelesed, enbelised] hire 
wifly chastitee. c 2440 Partonope 5981 Wyth beaute . . nature 
Wold so embelyce ony 00 creature. 2474 Caxton Chesse 9 
The robes of purpure. .enbellissheth the body. 2379 Spen- 
ser Shepk. Cal. Feb., It was embellisht with blossomes 
fayre._ 2602 Holland Pliny II. 183 The Elm [yields] a 
waterish humour, which is very proper to imbelish the 
skin. 2679-88 Seer. Serv. Money Ckas. fy J as . 49 For 
writing, flourishing, and embellishing, partly in gold, a letre 
sent to the Emperor of . . Morocco. 2734 tr. Rollin' s Anc. 
Hist. (1827) II. iv. § 1. 215 His hair embellished with artificial 
locks. 1801 Strutt Sports 4* Past. x. iii. 36 Bridles . . em- 
bellished with bits of yellow gold. 2872 Yeats Techn. Hist. 
Comm. 248 The objects thus embellished were jewel-cases. 

C. fig . ; now often with sense to * dress up 
heighten (a narration) with fictitious additions. 


1447 Bokenham Seyntys Introd. 3 Hys newe poetrye 
Enbelshyd wyth colours of rethoryk. 2482 Caxton (title) 
Higden’s Polychronicon . . emprynted and sette in forme 
by me William Caxton and a lytel embelysshed fro tholde 
makyng. 2649 Selden Laws of Eng. (1739) «. xvii. 90 To 
imbellish mens minds with .. Learning that may gain them 
preferment. 2722 Wollaston Relig. Nat. vii. 154 False 
notions of glory : imbellishd indeed by servile wits. 2726 
Swift To a Lady , I shall, .with books my mind embellish. 
2772 Sir W. Jones Ess. ii. 205 A simple and agreeable 
melody, which will .. embellish [the words]. 1801 Home in 
Phil. Trans. XCI. 329 Events, .probably, .much exagger- 
ated and embellished. 1850 Mrs. Jameson Leg. Monast. 
Ord. (1863) 53 A long life .. embellished by elegant purl 
suits. Mod. The story is true in substance, but has been 
greatly embellished. 

f 2 . fig. To brighten (in feeling), cheer. Obs. 

2481 Caxton Myrr. 1. v. 17 But they were embelisshid 
moche of that they sawe the firmament thus torne and so 
nobly to holde his cours. 

Embellished (embe-lijt), ppl. a. [f. prec. + 
-ed l.] Beautified, adorned, illustrated. 

2398 Florio Diet. Ep. Ded 2 Your embellisht grace. 2845 
J. Pye Patron. Brit. Art ii. 55 Embellished books. 
Embellisher (embe-lijai). [f. as prec. 4- ~ee.] 
He who or that which beautifies or adorns. 

1479 Caxton Chaucer's Boeth. Pref., The .. first founder 
and embelisher of ornate eloquence in our English . . Chau- 
cer. 1713 Steele Sped. No. 521 p^And may be call’d 
Embellishers. 2813 Byron Giaour xviii. note, Sultan Giam- 
schid, the embellisher of Istakhar. 1871 Smiles Charac. ix. 
(1876; 260 Grace is a sweetener and embellisher of life. 
Embellishing lembe-lijiij), vbl. sb. [f. Em- 
bellish v. + -ingL] The action or process of 
making beautiful ; also concr. ornamentation. 

2641 Milton Ch. Govt. ii. (1851) 103 The devices and im- 
bellishings of mans imagination. 1678 Cud worth Intel l, 
Syst. 33 For the Adorning and Embellishing of the Cor- 
poreal World to us. 

Embellishing (embe-lijig),///. a. [f. Embel- 
lish v . + -ING 2 .] That embellishes or beautifies. 

1345 T. Raynol q Womans Booh Y 5 The embellisshinge 
or bellifieing medicines whereof I entende to speke here. 
1673 Lady's Call. 1. ii. 19 Meekness is so. .peculiarly embel- 
lishing to women. 

EmbeilishmeirL [f. as prec. + -ment.] 

1 . The action or process of embellishing or beau- 
tifying ; decoration, ornamentation. 

1623 Cockeram Eng. Did. 11, Beautifying, Embellish- 
ment, Decoration. 2678 Trans. Crt. Spain 206 The thing 
that contributed most to the embellishment of that Festival, 
was the great abundance of Ladies. 2711 Addison Sped. 
No. 1 P 8, I am sensible they might not tend to the Embel- 
lishment of my paper. 2868 Milman St Paul's 340 A 
Turkish merchant devoted no less a sum than 10,000/. to 
the internal embellishment of St. Paul’s. 

2 . That which embellishes or beautifies, lit. and 


fig . ; an ornament, decoration, setting off ; esp. a 
grace of diction or composition, a poetical image, 
episode, or hyperbole ; also, in pejorative sense, 
an exaggeration (cf. Embellish v. i c). 

1632 Quarles Div. Fancies iv. lxxx. (1660) 165 But now, 
has not the least Imbellishment Of Heav’nly knowledge. 
1662 Fuller Worthies (1840) III. 256 Abatement is made 
for poetical embellishments.^ 1664 H. More Myst. tniq . 223 
A book that has some pleasing embellishments" on the back. 
1717 Lady M. W. Montague Lett. II. xliv. 22 A relation, 
that has . . received many embellishments from my hand. 
1772 Pennant Tours Scot L (1774) 343 Nor are the lofty 
headlands a less embellishment. 1830 D’Israeli Chas. /, 
III. ii. 18 Formed for peace, and the embellishments of life. 

+ Embe'nclied, ppl. a. Obs. rare- 1 , [f. En- 
+ Bench sb. + -ed,] Formed into 4 benches ' ; cf. 
Bench sb. 6 , 7, and v. 2. 

IS99 Nashe Lent. Stuffe 9 Cerdicus . .was the first . . that 
on those embenched shelues stampt his footing. 

Ember 1 (e*mb3i). Forms: 1 eemerse, 4 aym-, 
em, eemer, 5 eymbre, -bery, (6 pi. embries, 
emmers, Sc. amer-, ammer-, amyrris,) 6-7 im- 
ber, 9 dial, yammer. [OE. demerge wk. fem., 
corresponds to OHG. eimuria (MHG. eimere)p 
ON. eimyrja (Da. emmer, Sw. ?norja) :—OTeut. 
*aimuzjbn- ; for the suffix cf. Goth, jukuzi (stem 
jttkuzjd-) yoke. The ME. forms with ay- ey- point 
to adoption from QN. rather than to descent from 
OE. The disappearance of the vowel of the 
original second syllable occasioned the insertion 
of the euphonic b, normal between m and r.] 

1. A small piece of live coal or wood in a half- 
extinguished fire. Chiefly in pi. : The smoulder- 
ing ashes of a fire. 

c xooo Ags. Leechdoms III. 30 Nim 5u clatan moran . . & 
berec hy on hate aemergean. ? 4-2390 Form of Cury in 
Warner Antiq. Culin. 15 Take chyches, and . . lay hem in 
hoot aymers. 1398 Trevisa Barth. De P.R.x. ix (Tollem. 
MS.), Also fyry emeris [1535 emers ; 1382 embers] is raui- 
schid and meuid upwarde by rauischynge of wynde. c 2440 
Promp. Para. 136 Eymbre, hote aschys [1499 eymery or 
synder, hote asshes], pruna. 1513 Douglas AEneis vi. iii. 
137 The reliquies and the dry ammeris syne Thai slokkin. 
1353 Fardle Facions 1. v. 72 They feede them [children] 
with . . rootes, rosted in the embries. 1600 Hakluyt Voy. 
(i8ro) III. 258 They heat it [flesh] a little upon imbers of 
coales. 1632 Milton Penseroso 79 Glowing embers . ; Teach 
light to counterfeit a gloom. 1719 Young Busiris 1. i. (1757) 
23 Sleepingembers which will rise m flames. 1838-42 Arnold 
Hist. Rome II. xxxvii. 475 Only the expiring embers of a 
great fire, a 1849 Poe Raven, Each separate dying ember 
Wrought its ghost upon the floor. 2874 Spurgeon Treas. 
Dav. Ps. cii. 3 The last comforting ember is quenched. 


EMBEB. 


EMBILLOW, 


jig. 

1513 More Edw. V , Ep, Ded. 3 To revive that which 
hath fora long time been raked up in the embers of oblivion. 
1650 R. Stapylton Strada’s Low C. PFarres 1. 20 Rut the 
secret lay not long in the Embers. 1787 Eenthasvi Def. 
Usury 178 Success does not . . arise out of the embers of ill- 
success. 1874 Bancroft Footpr. Time i. 97 The embers of 
independence .. broke forth in war. 

3 . Comb . ember-bread (see quot. ; but the 
statement is app. a fiction to explain Ember- 
days.) 

1681 Wharton Fasts <$* Fest. Wks. (1683) 30 A Cake baked 
under the Embers or Ashes, which was called . . Ember- 
bread. 1796 Pegge Anonym. (1809} 135. 

Ember 3 (e*mbai). Now only attrib . and. in 
Comb . Forms : a. i ymbren, 6-8 embring, 
-yng, 6 im-, yrabring, 6-7 imb-, e inhering. 0. in 
Comb, 3 umbri-($), ymbri-, 4 ymber-, 5 embyr-, 
ymbre-, 6 embre-, (amber-), 7- ember. [The 
OE . ymbren (app. neut. : pi. ymbren ), perh. a cor- 
ruption (due to attrib. use) of O E.ymbryne masc., 
period, revolution of time, f. ymb about, round V 
ryne course, running. 

It seems however not wholly impossible that the word may 
have been due to popular etymology working upon some 
Vulgar Lat. corruption of quatuor tempora ; cf. Ger. quat- 
ember Ember-tide ; for the possibility of OE. mb for L. nip, 
and for the suffix, cf. OE. pnbren irom L. ampihpra. The 
ON. imbrifdagar), OSw. ymbe.r{-dagar) appear to be ad. 
Eng. ; OSw. had also tamper-dagar from temporal 

The English name of the four periods of fasting 
and prayer (L. quatuor tempora) appointed by 
the Church to be observed respectively in the four 
seasons of the year. Each of these fasts occupies 
three days, viz. a Wednesday and the following 
Friday and Saturday ; these are called Ember days , 
and the weeks in which they occur are called 
Etnber weeks. Since the Council of Placentia 
a.d. 1095, the Ember days have been the Wed- 
nesday, Friday, and Saturday next following (1) 
the first Sunday in Lent, (2) Whitsunday, (3) 
Holy Cross Day, 14 Sept., (4) St. Lucia’s Day, 
13 Dec. In the Roman Church the Ember-Satur- 
days, and in the Church of England the Sundays 
immediately following, are the days on which 
ordinations usually take place. 

+ 1 . As an independent sb. ; ** Ember -day (only 
in a, forms). Obs. 

c 1010 Laws o/Mthelred (Thorpe) VI. xxiii, Ymbren & 
faestena. Ibid, xxv, Heah-freolsdagum & riht-ymbrenum. 
c 1000 Ags. Gosp. Rubric to Luke viii. 40 ©is sceal on frige- 
daeg on paere pentecostenes wucan to ham ymbrene. 1547 
Salesbury Welsh Diet., K at cor [i. e. cadger, a fast], Em- 
bryng. 3:573 Tusskr Husb. (1878) 28 Keepe Embrings wel, 
and fasting dates. 

2 . attrib. and Comb., as ember (f embring)-day, 
-fast, - Friday , -time, - tide , - week ; ember-eve, the 
vigil of an Ember day. 

a. a 1000 Laws of ZE If red xliii, On iiii. ymbren- wican. 
at 036 Laws of Cnut (Eccl.) xvi, Si hit Ymbren-faesten si 
hit lengeten-faesten. Ibid, xvii, We forbeodaS ordal & a< 5 as 
freolsdagum & ymbren-dagum. 1502 Ord. Crysten Men (W. 
de Worde) n. xvi. (1506) 125 To faste foure tymes in the yere 
the ymbrynge tyme. 1548 Act 2$ 3 Edw. VI, c. 19 Preamb., 
Abstinence, which hath been used . . upon . . the Embring 
©ays, and other Days. 1584 R. Scot Discov. Witcher, xn. 
xiv. 200 He . . must come to church upon an embering fri- 
daie. i59oTarleton News Purgat. (1844) 64 [The pope] that 
made the imbering-weekes in honour of his faire and beau- 
tiful! curtizan Imbra. 1563 87 Foxe A. $ M. 11684) II. 30/1 
Counselling . . the said Roger Dods, upon an Embring day, 
to sup with Bread and Cheese. 1752 Carte Hist. Eng. III. 
227 Abstinence from flesh in Lent, and on embring days. 

p. <21225 After. R. 70 Hold e)> silence . . i' 5 e Umbndawes 
[v.r. ymbri wikes]. 138 . Wyclif Serm. Sel. Wks. II. 203 J)e 
Wednesday Gospel in ymber weke in Septembre monefe. 
c 1440 Promp. Par?), 139 Embyrday, angarium v el quatuor 
tempo-rum . 1481 Caxton Myrr. in. x. 155 By the kalender 
we knowe . . the ymbre dayes. c 1550 Bale K. Johan 41 
Bothe amber dayes & lentes, 1550 Wyll of Deny II (Collier) 
4, I geue . . the Embredays to pope Calixtus. 1608 Shaks. 
Per. 1. Cho. 6 A song of old. .sung at festivals, On ember- 
eves, and holy ales. 1622 Middleton, etc. Old Law m. i, 
Are all fallen into fasting-days and Ember-weeks? 1634 
Canne Necess. Separ. (1849) 117 And pope Calixtus in the 
year 206 ordained E rnber fasts. 1704 N elson Fest. fy Fasts 
11. iii. (1739) 469 These Fasts, .may. .be said to be Ember 
Days. 1726 Ayliffe Parerg. 281 The four Seasons of the 
year called the Ember-Weeks. 1844 Lingard A nglo-Sax. 
Ch. (1858) I. App. 386 The Ember fasts, on Wednesday, Fri- 
day, and Saturday, four times in the year. 1849 - 53 Rock Ch. 
<f Fathers IV. xi. 64 On the ember-days, the deacon and 
subdeacon wore . . the chasuble, 1849 Miss Mulock Ogil- 
vies xii. (1875} 90 How near it is to Ember weeks. 

Ember. 3 Also imber, immer, emmer, am- 
mer. [a. Norw. emmer(-gaas ) ; Icel. has him - 
brimi, older himbrin ; Faroic imbrim (Vigf.).] A 
kind of sea-fowl ( Colymbus Immer Linn. Pennant) 
frequenting the seas about Orkney, a variety of the 
Northern Diver or Loon ( Colymbus glacialis ) to 
which the name is sometimes given. Chiefly in 
Comb, as Ember-goose , -diver. 

1744 Preston Zetland in Phil. Trans. XLIII. 61/2 The 
Ember-Goose, which is said to hatch her Egg under her 
Wing. 1802 G. Montagu Omith. Diet . (1833) 267 Imber- 
Diver — a name for the Loon. 1822 Scott Pirate xxi, Be 
mine the imber-goose to play. 1885 Swainson Prov. Names 
Brit. Birds (E.D.S.) 213 Immer or Ember (Orkney), Imber 
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Diver (Ireland), Ammer or Emmer goose (Aberdeen, E. 
Lothian). 

Ember ed (e-mboid),///. a. [f. Ember l + -ed 2 .] 
a. Strewn with embers ; b. Burnt to embers. 

1796 Southey Joan of Aren. 468 On the white-ember’d 
hearth Then heapt up fresh fuel. 1863 W. Lancaster Prm- 
terita 26 An old crone leaning at an ember'd fire. 

Embering, obs., var. of Ember 
t Emberlucock, v. Obs . rare. [ad. F. em- 
burelucocquer, a nonce-wd. of fanciful formation.] 
To bewilder, confuse. 

*653 Urquhart Rabelais 1. vi, Never emberlucock. .your 
spirits with these vaine thoughts and idle conceits. 

t Embe*tter, V. Obs. Also 7 imbetter [f. 
En- + Better, #.] trans. To make better. 

a. c 1583 Peckham in Hakluyt Voyages (1600) III. i8x 
Then ..estates of such as now Hue in want shall be em- 
bettered. 1625 Long tr. Barclay's A rgenis < i636) Dedic. A 2 
Varietie to please the minde, and Learning to embetter the 
Judgement. 1839 Richardson ; and in mod. Diets. 

)8. 1607 Daniel Philotas v. Chorus, Crueltie doth not 
imbetter men. 1680 Sir W. Waller Divine Medit. (1839) 
41 Those that are good are imbettered, even by the illness of 
those that are bad. 

Embezzle (embe-z’l), v. Forms : a. 5 en- 
besyl, enbesel(X, 5-6 embesell, -sill, -syle, -syll, 
(6 embecill), 6-8 emb©zel(I, -zil 1, -zle, -zzel(I, 
7 embeasil, -zle, embes(s)el(l, 6- embezzle. 
P. 5-8 imbezepl, -ill, (6-7 imbeazel(l), 7-8 
imbezzel(l, -il, imbezle, 6-8 imbesepl, -il v l, 
(6-7 imbeasell, -il, imbecile, -ill, imbesle, 
ymbessill,) 7 imbezzle. [ad. AF. enbesiler (quots. 
1397, 1404), * to make away with, cause to dis- 
appear, fraudulently destroy ’ ; f. en- + beseter (see 
Bezzle v.), which occurs (with the same sense) 
in the Year-books of 32-33 Edw. Ill (1305), and 
appears to be identical with OF. best liter (Pr. 
besillaf ) to maltreat, ravage, destroy ; according 
to M. Paul Meyer f. L. bis-, in late L. used as a 
pejorative prefix. 

In 16th c. the Eng. word appears to have been referred 
to the L. imbecillare to weaken (see Imbeciles, and this 
notion has possibly in some degree influenced the subse- 
quent development of the sense.] 
fl. trans . To make away with (provisions, 
money, etc.) ; esp. to carry off secretly (what be- 
longs to another person) for one's own use. Obs. 

a. [1397 Will of John of Gaunt in Nichols Royal Wills 
155 Drap enbroudes . . et toutes autres pieces de la suit . . 
quels je achatay de. .la Duchesse de Northfolk aussi en- 
tiereraent sans riens ent enbeseiller com jes les avoy de 
ele.] 1469 Housek. Ord. 91 See that noe vitaills . .ne none 
other stufle of the seide householde be enbeselled oute. 
1530 Palsgr. 531/2 He that embesylleth a thyng intendeth 
to steale it. 1552 Inv, Ch. Surrey 55 There was embeselyd 
one auter clothe and two towelles. 1598 Linscko ten’s Voy. 
in Arb. Gamer III. 18 But little cometh to the owner's 
hands, being embezzled and privily made away. 1655 Fuller 
Ch. Hist. viii. 42 The U tensells thereof had lately been Em- 
bezelled. 1750 Carte Hist. Eng. II. 151 One of these [bibles] 
was to be placed in every parish church, chained so as not 
to be embezzeled. 

( 3 . 1474 Hotiseh. Ord. 30 Nor that the porters suflfree any 
stuffe to be imbezelled out of the sayde gates. 1574 Bel- 
lowes Gueuara’s Ep. 166 Babling and foule mouthed boyes 
..wil imbesill your apparrell. 3598 Stow Surv. xxxiii. 
(1603) 297 Manie of the Kings Jewels were . . imbeseled. 
1624 Capt. Smith Virginia, iv. 140 The Sailers . . are much 
to blame for imbesling the prouisxons. 
fig. 1548 Gest Pr. Masse 76 Thee pryvee masse . . em- 
becilleth and taketh out of our hartes Christ. 

■f* b. To make away with, fraudulently destroy 
(a charter, title-deed, etc.). In later use also, To 
mutilate, tamper with (a document or writing of 
any kind). Obs. 

a. [1404 Act 5 Hen. IV, c. 14 (Record ed.), Force que 
pleuseurs pies de fins . . et les notes de tielx fyns demorantz 
en le comune Bank, aient este devant ces heures enbesilez, & 
autres pies & notes de fyns fauxement contreovez & mys en 
lour lieux.] 3494 Fabyan vii. 293 The sayd boke. .was en- 
besylyd, or loste. 3495 Act 11 Hen. VII, c. 51 Preamb., 
The evydences concern yng the same Maners . . ben embe- 
selled by . . ill disposed persones. 1509-30 Act 1 Hen. VIII, 
c. 8 The said commissioner or escheatour may nott change 
nor enbesyll the said offices or inquisiciones. 3583 Lam- 
barde Eiren. iv. xxi. (1588) 625 If a Justice of the Peace 
will craftily embesill an Enditement. 1660 H. More 
Myst. Godl. vii. xi. 326 The Writings of the Evangelists . . 
were never embeseled. 1662 Fuller Worthies (1840) III. 
296 The records belonging to this family have been em- 
bezzled. 1693 'E.Ta.ylor B ehmen’s Lifers A Hieroglyphical 
Monument . .was razed and embezelled by the rude Hands. 

&. 3504 Plumpton Corr . Introd. 64 How. .evydenc’ hath 

bene imbeseled. 3665 Stillingfl. Rational Acc. Prot. 
Relig. 212 Is it then possible to suppose all those Copy's 
at once imbezeled. 3671 F. Phillips Reg. Necess . Ep. 
Ded., It is Felony to imbezill or corrupt a Record. 1677-8 
Marvell Corr. 326 Wks. 1872-5 II. 586 Upon occasion of 
imbeziling the Bill sent from the Lords. 

t e. To entice away (a person) from service, 
etc. Obs. 

3579 Fenton Guicciard. xm. (1599) 615 He would be a 
conuenient instrument to imbeasell from the army of Fran- 
cisco-maria the bands of Gascons. 3594 Lyly Moth. Bombie 
v. iii. 137, I had rather thou shouldst rob my chest, than 
imbeasell my sonne. 

f 2 . To weaken, impair, diminish. Obs. 

1566 Drant Horace’ Sat. 1. v, And so imbecill all theyr 
strengtbe, That they are naught to me. . 1580 Holly- 
band Treas. Fr. Tong, Appetisser, to diminish, to lessen, 


to imbesill. 1630 in Picton L’pool Mimic. Rec. (1883) 1 . 12s 
Whereby the Quene’s Majesties custome . . maye . . be .. 
empayred . . or embeselled. 1622 Malynes Anc. Law- 
Merch. 307 The Kings or Princes Valuation is effected . . 
by embeasiling the standard of money, by allay. 3636 
Featly Clams Myst. lxx. 892 Our luxury hath imbezelled 
us. 1670 Basil Valentine Last Will Test, xxxvii, Have 
a respect to the upper scaffolds, that they be not im- 
bezled. 

t 3 . To impair or diminish by waste or extra- 
vagance ; to squander, dissipate (property, etc.), 

a. 1578 Banister Hist. Man 1. 26 Nature . . would not. , 
for the insertion of Muscles, .embicill, and wast so much of 
the bones. 3623 Burton Anat. Mel. iii. ii. vi. v. (1651) 577 
He hathembeazled his estate. 1658 Sir T. Browne Hydriot . 
24 Fearing to embezzle a great commodity of their Country, 
1749 Chesterf. Lett. II. ccxi. 308 It is not the fashion 
at Paris, to embezzle at least half of it [the day] at table. 
1770 Langhorne Plutarch (1879) II. 903/1 His fortune, 
which had been so much embezzled. 

0 . i6zx Burton Anat. Mel. 1. ii. iii. xv. (1651) 137 When 
they have with riot and prodigality imbezzelled their estates. 
1679 J. Goodman Penitent Pard. l iv. (1713) 99 Pie wastes 
and imbezils the very talents and abilities God had endowed 
him with. 3683 Crowne City PoUtiques n. i. 24, I have 
imbezeird all the furniture of my soul and body in vice. 

4 . (The only current sense.) To divert to one’s 
own use (money, etc.) in violation of trust or 
official duty. [At first app. a contextual use of I 
and 3 ; in early examples not distinguishable from 
one or the other of these.] 

a. 1600 Holland Livy xxxvin. i. 1016 The Tribunes 
. . proceeded to charge him.. for embezzeling and averting 
to his proper use certeine treasure gotten from King 
Antiochus. 1783 Burke Rep. Affairs Ind. Wks. XI. 318 
Plis fortune . . grossly mismanaged and embezzled. 1833 
Macaulay IVar Success., Ess. (1854) I. 249/1 Bellasys, the 
English General, embezzled the stores. 1855 — ■Hist. Eng. 
IV. 363 The rapacious governor had daily opportunities of 
embezzling and extorting. 

0 . 1585 Fleetwood in Ellis Orig. Lett. Ser. 1. 216 II, 
301 To steale and imbesell any thinge in his charge this is 
felonye. 1613 Sir H. Finch Law 11636) atr The seruant 
that hath any goods , .deliuered him to keepe by his Master 
and . . doth . . imbezle, or conuert the same to his own vse, 
the same, shall Jbe judged a theefe. 1653 H. Cogan tr. 
Pinto’s Trav. viii. 24 That Mahometan, who had imbezzled 
away a great part of the goods committed to his charge. 

5 . Used by Shelton to render the like-sounding 
Sp. embelesar, to bewilder, stupefy [cf. Bezzle v.]. 

3620 Shelton Qtdx. 11. liii. 357 Sancho was astonish't and 
embeseld with what he heard & saw. 

Embezzled (embe*zld), Ppl. a. [f. prec. + ‘ 
-ED.] In the senses of the verb. 

3603 Knolles Hist. Turks (1621) 555 Those . . expences . « 
were . . supported with the embeseled spoile. 1643 Find. 
Smectymnuus 24 An imbezel’d book, c 1645 Howell Lett. 
11. 8 An Italian who had the keeping of their embeazled 
mony. 1833 Ht. Martineau Berkeley Banker 1. viii. 153 
The nature of the embezzled property. 1870 Lowell 
Among my Bks. Ser. 11, (1873) 281 An old gentleman . .used 
the contracted form of the participle in conversation, but 
. . gave it back its embezzled syllable in reading. 

Embezzlement (embe-z’lment). Also 6 era- 
beeil-, embasel-, 7 embezzil-, imbezle-. [f. 
Embezzle v. + -men r ; in AF. (1404) etnbesile- 
ment.] The action of embezzling, t a. In senses 
of Embezzle 1-3 (obs.). b. (The mod. sense.) 
Fraudulent appropriation of entrusted property. 

3548 Gest Pr. Masse 75 What is sacriledge. .but an em- 
bed l ment and stelthe of an holy thing out of an holy place, 
1570 Wills <§• Inv . N. C . (i860) II. 234 note. To be restored, 
witfioute an ye kinde of embaselmente. 1645 Milton Colast. 
Wks. (1851) 356 Those weak supposes of. .portions and joyn- 
tures likely to incurr imbezlement heerby. 1762-71 H. Wal- 
pole Vertue’sAnecd. Paint. AfiL) 1 . 205 The lightness which 
is remarked in the coins of Edward VI. was owing to the 
embezzlements of this person. 3786 Burke Articles agst. 
W. Hastings Wks. 1842 II. 166 Fraud, peculation, and em- 
bezzlement, 1813 Wellington in Gurw. Disp. X. 152 That 
punishment which is attached to embezzlement. 188 6 Pall 
Mall G. 11 Dec. 6/1 Embezzlement is the appropriation by 
a clerk or servant of money coming into his hands on his 
master's account. 

Embezzler (embe'zbj). [f. Embezzle v.+ 
-er.] One who embezzles. 

1667 Pepys Diary 25 July, Hogg is the. .most observable 
embezzler, that ever was known. 1687 Lond. Gaz. No. 
2300/1 The Detainers, Imbezlers, or Concealers of the said 
Books. 1702 R. Crosfeild Affection of People, etc. 4 The 
Embezelers of His Majesties Naval Stores. 1821 Tail’s 
Mag. XXI. 376 Embezzlers, burglars and pick-pockets. 
1887 Pall Mall G. 11 Oct. 7/2. 

Embezzling (embe-zliq), vbl. sb. [f. Em- 
bezzle v + -IN g 1.] The action of the verb Em- 
bezzle, in various senses. 

1540 Act 32 Hen. VIII, c. 48 A 1 . .wastes, imbesselinges. . 
and misusynge of the seyd artilleries, stores. 1577 Harrison 
England 11. xi. (1877 j 1. 224 Embesilling of goods committed 
by the master to the seruant. 1581 Lambarde Eiren. 11. vii. 
(1588) 233 The embezelling of any Record. 1665 Marvell 
Let. Mayor of Hud Wks. I. 51 Another Bill . . to prevent 
the imbezelling of prize goods. _ 1658 Whole Duty Man 
xv. § 26. 124 By careless embezelling of them. 

Embibe, obs. form of Imbibe. 

1558 Warde Alexis’ Seer. (1568) 2b, When it is almost 
waxen drie, embibe or water it again as before. 

EmbiH, -ing : see Em- prefix. 

+ EmbiTlow, v. Obs. rare. In 7 enbyllow. 
[f. En- + Billow.] trans . To raise in billows. 

1625 Lisle Du Bartas, Noe 1 (R.\ And then enbyllowed 
high doth in his pride disdaine With fome and roaring din 
all hugeness of the maine. 
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Bmbmd (embsrnd^, v. Also 7 imbind. [f. 
En- + Bind.J tram. To confine, hold fast. 

a 1628 F. Greville Alaham in. ii, (1633) 44 This secret 
haste is sure : all is imbound, c 1838 Wordsw. Egyptian 
Maid, The Damsel, in that trance embound. 

Embitter (embrtsi), v. Also 7-9 imbitter. 
[f. En- + Bitter a .] 

1. traits. To make bitter, impart a bitter taste to. 
Now rare in lit. sense. 

a 1603 T. Cartwright Confut. Rhem. N. T. (3618I 726 
When I had eaten it, my bellie was imbittered. 1675 Tra- 
herne Ckr. Ethics 369 It is like wormwood that imbitters 
the nipple. 1775 Adair Amer.Ind, 122 Warm water, highly 
imbittered with the button -snake-root. 1834. New Monthly 
Mag . XL. 85 Brewers embitter their beer with hops. 

2. Jig. To infuse with bitterness, spoil the sweet- 
ness of (existence, pleasures, pursuits, etc.). 

a 1677 Barrow in Spurgeon Treat . David Ps. cxix. 71 
Impiety ... doth embitter all the conveniences and comforts 
of life. 1713 Steele Guardian No. 18 f 1 It would imbitter 
all the sweets of life. 1776 Gibbon Decl. §F. I. 395 The 
last moments of Diocletian were embittered by some affronts. 
1820 Scott Abbott, Two circumstances only had imbittered 
their union. 1848 Macaulay Hist. Eng. II. 38 His pros- 
perity was embittered by one insupportable recollection. 
18 68 Freeman Norm. Cong. 11876) II. vii. 89 An act which 
embittered the remainder of his days. 

8 . fig. To make more bitter or painful. 

1642 Fuller Holy § Prof. St. 11. xxii. 142 He imbitters 
not a distastfull message to a forrein Prince by his indis- 
cretion in delivering it. 1781 Gibbon Decl. F. (1869) II. 
xli, 516 His actual misery was embittered by the recollec- 
tion of past greatness. 1700 Burke Fr. Rev . Wks. V. 85 
To aggravate and imbitter that real inequality. 1876 Green 
Short Hist. x. §4. 801 His failure was embittered by heavier 
disasters elsewhere. 

4. fig. To render (persons or feelings) virulent, 
intensely hostile or discontented ; to exacerbate, 
intensify (a quarrel, etc.). 

1634 Sanderson Serm. I. 65 The like censurings and de- 
spismgs have imbittered the spirits. 1682 Burnet Rights 
Princes ii. 31 Peoples minds were embittered one against 
another. 1748 Anson Voy. 11. iii. (ed. 4) 208 The Captain. . 
had much embittered the people against him. 1777 Watson 
Philip II, {1793) I. vm. 317 Putting them to death would 
only serve to embitter the resentment of the people. 1868 
E. Edwards Ralegh I. vi. 98 Personal ill-feeling of long 
standing, .further embittered the old quarrels. 

Embittered (embrtoid), ppl. a. [f. prec. + 
-ED L] Made bitter, or more bitter. (Chiefly fig . ; 
cf. senses of the vb.) 

1655 Milton Lett. State (1851) 333 Their imbitter’d and 
most implacable Enemies, a 1716 South 12 Serm. (3717) 
V. 88 The Remorseless Malice of Imbitter’d Rebels. 1797 
Godwin Enqytirer 1. viii. 69 My temper becomes embittered, 
1849 Mill Ess* (1859) II. 364 The embittered denunciations 
against the circulars and proclamations. 

Hence + Embi*tteredness. Ohs. 

1643 Tuckney Balme ofiG. 35 If imbitterednesse of spirit 
against God. .can make it , . Englands present disease . . is 
grown pestilentially malignant, 

Embitterer (embrtersr). [f. Embitter + -eb.] 
One who or that which embitters. 

1752 Johnson in John Taylor Serm . (’1789) 224 The fear 
of death has always been considered as the .. embitterer of 
the cup of joy. 2827 Hone Every-day Bk. II. 32 Sitting to 
drink is.. the embitterer of their enjoyments. 1884 Annie 
Swan Dor Kirke xiv, 127 That old man is., an embitterer 
of the lives of others. 

Embittering (embi'terig), vbl. sh. [f. as prec. 
+ -TNG 1 .] The action of the verb Embitter. 

1617 Hieron Wks. II. 340 The vsing of euill speech hee 
[Saint James} likeneth to the imbittering . .of the Fountaine. 
Embittering (embrterig),///. a. [f. as prec. 
4 - -TNG 2 .] That embitters or tends to embitter. 
1746 Hervey Medit (1818) 209 This embittering circum- 
stance would spoil their relish. 1872 Geo. Eliot Middlem. 
III. iv. 356 The suspicion- .was embittering. Hid. IY. v. 
121 The imbittering discovery that, etc. 

Embitterment (embrtoiment). [f. Embitter 
v. + -ment.] The action of embittering ; the state 
of being embittered. 

1645 W. Jenkyn Serm. 37 Labour for a sanctified use of 
all embitterments or stoppages. 1809-10 Coleridge Friend 
(1818) III. 230 The usual embitterment of controversy. 1864 
Pusey Led. Daniel 320 Two portions contending against 
each other with extremest embitterment. 

+ Embla’dder, v. Ohs. rare . [f. En- + 
Bladder.] trans. a. To cause vesicles to rise on 
the surface of (anything) ; to blister, b. To con- 
fine in a bladder. Hence Embla*ddered ppl. a. 

1662 Chandler Van Helmont's Oriat. 370 It doth not 
embladder a dead carcasse, even as it doth a living body. 
1664 Power Exp Philos. 11. 117 The Elater of the external Ayr 
. .forces the embladder’d Ayr into its former extension. 

f Embla'lich, v. Ohs. Also 4 enblaunch. 
[a. OF. emblanch-ir, f. en- (see En-) ■+• hlanc 
white; cf. Blanche] trans . To whiten, fig. 

1 393 Langl. P. PI. C. xvii. 269 Preestes, prechours and 
prelates, pat be}? enblaunched with bele paroles, a 1400- 
50 Alexander 3688 A tabernacle, .grauen. .of gilden platis, 
flamband all in filour & fewlis en-blanchid. a 1662 Heylin 
Laud(xfyi) 260 It was impossible that a spot of so deep a 
dye should be emblanched. 

Emblature. ? Mistake for Emblazure. 

1606 G. W[oodcocke] Hist. Ivstine Gg 2 a, For whose 
honor there were Temples erected, .and infinite emblatures 
of his praises decreed. 

Emblaze (embl^-z), vA Also imblaze. [f. 
En- + Blaze jA*] 


1 . trans. To light up, illuminate, cause to glow. 
1634 Milton Comus 733 Th* unsought Diamonds .. 
emblaze the forehead of the Deep. 3718 Pope Iliad xm. 
433 Polish’d arms emblazed the flaming fields. 1746 Hervey 
Medit. (1818) 186 Topaz, emblazed with a golden gleam. 
3804 J. Grahame Sabbath (3839) 18/1 Till, .the sun Emblaze, 
with upward-slanting ray, the breast And wing unquivering 
of the wheeling lark. 1834 Bailey Festus (ed. 5) 323 The 
golden pane the setting sun doth just Imblaze. 

2 . To set in a blaze, kindle. ADo fig. 

3728 Pope Dune. 1. 235 Sulphur- tipt, emblaze an ale-house 
fire. 1747 Collins Ode to Liberty ii, Where nearer suns 
emblaze itsyeins. 1815 Month. Flag, XXXVIII. 534 Fires, 
lightning kindled, the tall oaks imblaze. 

Emblaze (embl^z;, vA Also imblaze. [f. 
En- + Blaze vA] 

+ 1 . a. trans. To describe heraldically, b. To set 
forth by means of heraldic devices. Cf. Blaze vA 
1593 Shaks. 2 Hen. VI, iv. x. 76 But thou shalt weare it 
as a Heralds coate, To emblaze the Honor that thy master 
got. 1611 Speed Hist Gt. Brit, vii, ii. (1632 199 As Some 
of our Heralds have imblazed. 2630 J. Taylor (Water P.) 
Whs. 11. 157/2 Marke how I will emblaze thee . . Within 
a Quagmire-field, two Toades in Chiefe. 1781 Westm. 
M ag. IX. 386 The Herald touches the bright fee, T* emblaze 
the brimstone of the vis-a-vis. 1782-1800 in Bailey. 

2 . To adorn with heraldic devices. Hence (and 
influenced by Emblaze vA), to adorn magnifi- 
cently, make resplendent. 

1522 Skelton Why not to Court , With crowns of gold 
emblased They make him so amased. 1667 Milton P. L. 

I. 533 Th’ Imperial Ensign.. With Gemras and Golden 
lustre rich imblaz’d Seraphic arms and Trophies. 1717 Pope 
Eloisa 336 No weeping orphan saw his father’s stores Our 
shrines irradiate, or emblaze the floors. 1818 Milman 
Samor 289 An en woven tapestry of flame., emblaz’d Like 
hall of old barbaric Potentate. 

3. To inscribe or portray conspicuously. 

1590 Greene Orl. Fur. Wks. 1831 1 . 5 Where stout Hercules 
Emblaz’d his trophies on two posts of brass. 1667 Milton 
P. L. v. 592 Or in thir glittering Tissues bear imblaz’d Holy 
Memorials. 1742 Young Nt. Th. ix. 3660 Divine Instructor ! 
Thy first volume. .In moon, and stars . . Emblaz’d to seize 
the sight. 1808 J. Barlow Columb. vi. 246 Here herald 
glory first emblazed her name. 

4. To inscribe (a person) on 1 the roll of fame’ 
(or of infamy) ; to celebrate, render famous or 
notorious. 

1596 Fitz-geffray Sir F. Drake (1881) 65 Drake hath 
no Homer to emblaze his glorie. 1609 Heywood Troia 
Brittanica in Farr’s .S'. P. fas. (3848) 330 These harsh 
meeters. .but to emblaze you, had yet been vnborne. 3630 

J. Taylor (Water P. 1 Wks. 11.144/1 A Scritch-owle’s quill 
. . shall emblaze thee basest slaue of men, 

EmMazer (embl^zoi). [f. Emblaze vA, 2 4- 
-ER.] He who or that which emblazes or illu- 
minates. 

. *776 Mickle Canteens’ Lvsiad 446 Apollo here enthroned 
in light appears The eye of heaven, erablazer of the spheres. 

Emblazon (embl^zan), v. Also 7 emblazen, 
imblazon. [f. En- + Blazon vA] 

1. trans. To inscribe or portray conspicuously, 
as on a heraldic shield; to adorn or inscribe with 


heraldic devices, words, etc. lit. and fig. Some- 
times influenced by Emblaze v. l 

1593 Nash e Christ's T. (16131 54 God .. emblazond the 
aire with the tokens of his terror. 1596 Spenser F. Q. iv. 
x. 55 On which . . Cupid with his killing bow And cruell 
shafts emblazond she beheld. 3735 Somerville Chase 11. 
385 Th’ Imperial Standard waves Emblazon’d rich with 
Gold. 1820 W. Irving Sketch Bk. I. 205 A carriage em- 
blazoned with arms. 1831 Blakey Free-will ( 1848.) 155 The 
orbs which emblazon the canopy of heaven. 1872 Morley 
Voltaire (1886; He emblazoned it on a banner. 

2. To celebrate, extol, * blaze abroad 9 ; to render 
illustrious. 

1592 Nashe P. Penilesse (ed. 2) 38 b, It is better for a 
Nobleman .. to haue his..deedes emblazond by a Poet, 
than a Citizen. 1629 Gaule Pract. The. 31 Requisite it 
was our.. King should have.. his Prophets as Heraulds to 
emblazen his Progresse. 1720 Welton Suffer. Son of God I. 
vii. 338 God emblazon’d . . His Servants, by joyning their 
Name to His own. 1763 New Comp. Festiv. # Fasts xxiv. 
233 Prejudice would have prompted to them to emblazon 
the least appearence of fraud. 1819-30 Lingard Hist. Eng. 
VI. 225 Their success, .was emblazoned to catch the eye of 
the public. 1839 Longf. Coplas de Manr., Heroes em- 
blazoned high to fame. 

tEmWa’ZOH, sh. Ohs. [f. prec. vb.] The 
delineation or heraldic description of armorial 
bearings. 

1562 Leigh A r?norie (1597) 90 b, Erie Mortimers of March 
his cote, .fully descrieth the same without any further em- 
blason. 1592 Wyrley Armorie 27 Vsing the said French 
phrases in my emblazons. 1661 Morgan Sph. Gentry 34 
This sort of Emblazon is proper for Ecclesiastical Persons. 

Emblazoned (emblazond V ppl • a. [f. Em- 
blazon v. + -ed 1.] Decorated with armorial devices 
or bearings ; gorgeously adorned. 

1667 Milton P. L. ix. 34 Emblazon’d Shields, a 3791 
Blacklock Elegy , Consiantia The herse Of wealthy guilt 
emblazoned boasts the pride Of painted heraldry. 18x3 
Byron Br. Abydos 11. v, And many a bright emblazon’d 
rhyme By Persian scribes redeem’d from time. 

Emblazoner (embl^-zonoi). [f. as prec. + 
-EB.] One who emblazons. 

1591 Florios nd Fruites Aiij b, Such a rare emblazoner 
of his magnanimitie, as the Meonian Poete. 1642 Milton 
Apol. Smectymn. Wks. 1738 I. 106 But 1 step again to this 
Emblazoner of his Title-page. 

Emblazoning (embl^zoniq), vbl. sh. [f. as 


prec. + -iNG.i] The action of the vb. Emblazon ; 
concr. armorial or heialdic decoration. 

1775 in Ash. 3820 Keats Eve St. Agnes xxiv, Twilight 
saints and dim emblazonings. 

Emblazonment (emblazonment), ff. as 
prec. + -ment.] The action of the vb. Emblazon ; 
concr. an armorial ensign or heraldic device. 

1799 Coleridge Ode Duchess Devonsh. Emblazonments 
and old ancestral crests. 1818 Scott Let . in Lockhart (1839) 
VI. 12, 1 have my quarters and emblazonments free of all 
stain. 1853 Kane Grinnell Exp. xxv. (1856) 203 A flag- 
staff, with armorial emblazonments at the top. 

Emblazonry vembDi-zanri). Also imblazon- 
ry. [f. as prec. + -ey.] 

1. a. The art of depicting or describing heraldic 
devices, b. concr. Heraldic devices collectively; 
symbolic ornament. 

1667 Milton P. L. ii. 512 With bright imblazonrie, and 
horrent Arms. 1774 J. Bryant MytkoL II. 345 The poet 
is speaking of some emblazonry upon the cuirass of Aga- 
memnon. 1815 Wordsw. White Doe m, 91 The Banner in 
all its dread emblazonry. 1842 H. Rogers Introd. Burke’s 
Wks. I. 3 Burke . . could dispense with pedigrees and 
heralds. His works form his best emblazonry. 1851 Trench 
Poems 312 Thine ancient standard’s rich emblazonry. 

2. a. Display of gorgeous colours; brilliant 
pictorial representation, b. Verbal amplification 
or embellishment. 

1803 Wordsw. Prelu.de hi. (18501 72 If these thoughts Are 
a gratuitous emblazonry. 1827 Pollok Course T. 1, In hor- 
rible emblazonry, were limned All shapes, .of wretchedness. 
1831 Carlyle Sari, Res. (1858' 56 The Sun. .with his gold- 
purple emblazonry. 1843 Blacbw. Mag. LI V. 273 It would 
be injurious to spend words in emblazonry. 

t Embla’ZTire. Ohs. rare— 1 , [f. Emblaze vA 
+ -URE.J = Emblazoning. 

1562 Leigh Armorie (1 597) 327 Vse themblazure thereof 
by heauens, fittest for the cote of so noble a prince. 1606 
[see Emblature], 

f E°mble. Ohs. rare— 1 . [Derivation unknown : 
Markham’s reference is to OF. emblaie (of a field) 
sown with wheat.] (See quot.) 

1631 Markham Weald of Kent 11. i. (1668) 9 A Worm, 
called an Emble, which in French signifieth Corn in the 
ground. 

Emblem (e*mblem) } sh. Also 5-7 embleme. 
[ad. L. emblema inlaid work, a raised ornament 
on a vessel, a. Or. ejxfiXrjfxa an insertion, f. 
perfect etc. stem of (fiftaWeiv to throw in.] 

1 1. An ornament of inlaid work. Ohs. 

1656 Blount Glossogr., Emblem , any fine work cunningly 
set in wood or other substance, as we see in chessboards 
and tables. i66y Milton P. L. iv. 703 The ground more 
colour’d then with stone Of costliest Emblem. 1678 in 
Phillips. 177s Ash, Emblem , an inlay, an enamel, that 
which is inserted into some other substance. 

t2. A drawing or picture expressing a moral 
fable or allegory ; a fable or allegory such as 
might be expressed pictorially. Ohs. 

c 3430 Lydg. Chorle $ Byrde (1818) 1 Emblemes of olde 
likenes and figures Whiche prouyd ben fructuous of sentence. 
1625 Bacon Ess. Seditions $ 1 roubles (Arb.) 407 Iupiter.. 
sent for Briareus, with his hundred Hands . . An Embleme, 
no doubt, to shew, etc. 1635 Quarles Embl. Introd. (1718) 2 
An Emblem is but a silent parable. 1642 Fuller Holy $ 
Prof. St. iv, 294, I like that Embleme of Charity , .a naked 
child, giving honey to a Bee without wings. 1654 Whitlock 
Zootomia 52 Like the Asse..in the Embleme. 17306 
Bailey, Emblem, a painted enigma or representation of 
some moral notion by way of device or picture, 
t b. abstr. 

1605 Bacon Adv. Learn. 11. 58 Embleme [one of the two 
parts of the ‘art of memory Jreduceth conceits intellectuall 
to Images sensible. 

8 . A picture of an object (or the object itself) 
serving as a symbolical representation of an ab- 
stract quality, an action, state of things, class of 
persons, etc. 

i6ox Shaks. All's Well 11. i. 44 One Captaine Spurio 
with his sicatrice an Embleme of warre heere on his 
sinister cheeke. 1613 — Hen. VIII, iv. i. 89 The rod, 
and bird of peace, and all such Emblemes Laid nobly 
on her. 1641 J. Jackson True Evang. T. 11. 89 Such 
beasts.. are emblemes ., of Christian vertues. 3789 M rs. 
Piozzi fotern. France I. 359 The short cut coat is the 
emblem of a military profession. 1837 Newman Par. 
Serm. led. 2) III. v. 76 The ox is thought to be the emblem 
of life or strength. 1872 Yeats Tech. Hist. Comm. 69 The 
spindle or the loom was the emblem of woman. 

b. In wider sense : A symbol, typical repre- 
sentation. Sometimes applied to a person : The 
‘type V personification (of some virtue or quality). 

a 1631 Donne Hymne to Christ, What sea soever swallow 
mee, that flood Shall he to mee an embleme of thy blood. 
1683 Temple Mem. Wks. 1731 1 . 480 For my Lord Treasurer 
and Lord Chamberlain ? I found them two most admirable 
Emblems of the. . Felicity of Ministers of State, 1719 
De Foe Crusoe 1. 14 And my Father, an Embleme of 
our blessed Saviour’s Parable, had even kill’d the fatted 
Calf for me. 1758 Johnson Idler No. 43 F 5 The evening is 
an emblem of autumn, i860 Motley Netherl. (1868) I. ii. 
28 Mary Stuart, .the emblem and exponent of all that was 
most Roman in Europe. 3875 Hamerton Intel. 1 . Life ix. 
vi. 11876) 333 Ocean, stars, and mountains, emblems and 
evidences of eternity. 

4. A figured object used with symbolic meaning, 
as the distinctive badge of a person, family, nation, 
etc. Chiefly of heraldic devices, and of the sym- 
bolic objects accompanying the images of saints. 


EMBLEM, 


EMBODY. 


x6x6 J. Lane Sgrs. Tale ix. (i883) 475 So after his dead 
lord was pale and cold, takes off his ensigne, which his em- 
blem bore. a. 1082 Sir T. Browne Tracts 78 This tree in 
after-times became the ^Emblem of that Country. 1828 
Scott F. M. Perth xxviii, The Blue Falcon, the emblem of 
the Clan Quhele. 1841-4 Emerson Ess., Poet Wks. (Bohn) 
I, 160 See the power of national emblems . . a crescent, a 
lion, an eagle, or other figure, on an old rag of bunting. 
1864 Boutell Heraldry Hist. <5* Pop. ix. 53 The weapon 
represents the emblem of St. Paul. 

t 5. In pi. The evidences of sex. Obs. 

1621 Fletcher Pilgrim tv. ii, Where are his emblems ? 

(J. attrib as in emblem-writer. 

Emblem (emblem), V. Also 7 emblem©, 
[f. prec ] trans. To be the emblem of (some- 
thing) ; to express, symbolize, or suggest by means 
of an emblem. Also, To emblem forth. 

1584 G. W hetstone M irour/or Magistr. Epistle, etc ., ad. 
fin. c 1 60S Rowley Birth Merl , tv. v. 344 Those by-form'd 
fires, .emblem two royal babes. 1636 Henshaw Horse Sub. 
28 Much knowledge, not much speech, emblem's a wise man. 
1632 Sparke Prim. Devot. (1663) 314 To emblem forth his 
variety of operations.^ 1663 J. Spencer Prodigies < 1665) 313 
This mystery of Providence was emblemed in the prop hetick 
vision of a wheel. 1840 Carlyle Heroes iii. (1858) 257 All 
Christian ism, as Dante and the Middle Ages had it, is 
emblemed here. 1845 Neale Mirr. Faith 84 And Holy 
Church hath Her banners high To emblem her Saviour's 
Victory. 

Emblematic (emblemse-tik), a. [f. Gr. Ip.- 
pkrjpar- stem of (see Emblem sb.) +■ -ic.] 

Pertaining to, or of the nature of, or serving as, 
an emblem; symbolical, typical. Const, of. 

1643 Evelyn Mem. (1857) 1* 206 The emblematic tree at 
the other passage out of the church. 1702 tr. Le Clerc’s 
Prim. Fathers 54 Neither Christ nor his Apostles haue pro- 
posed any doctrine after an Emblematick manner. 1763 
Derrick Lett. (1767? II. no A monument ..enriched with 
..inscriptions, and emblematic sculptures. 1773 Sheridan 
Rivals 2nd Prol., View her. .primly portray’d on emblematic 
wood ! 1808 Scott Marm. iv. yiii. 10 And on his finger 
given to shine The emblematic ring. 1831 Carlyle Sart. 
Res. {1858 ' 43 Clothes . . are Emblematic . . of a manifold 
cunning Victory over Want. 1876 Mozley Univ. Serm. vi. 
130 A process in the mind of man . . makes material sights 
and objects first beautiful and then emblematic. 

Emblematical, a. [f. prec. + -al.] = prec. 

1644 Bvlw'e.r ChiroL 77 A spice of their authority more 
strong then their emblematicall Mace. 16751 J. Goodman 
Penitent Par d. 1. 11.(1713; 45 An emblematical represent- 
ation of God's unspeakable mercy. 1709 Steele & Addi- 
son Tatler No. 81 f 6 Gorgons, Chimsera’s, and Cen- 
taurs, with many other Emblematical Figures, 1726 
Addison Dial. Medals i. 31 Such reverses as are purely em- 
blematical. 1843 Prescott Mexico (1850) 1. 107 Dances and 
games were instituted, emblematical of the regeneration of 
the world. 1850 Mrs. Jameson Leg. Monast. Ord. (1863) 
485 These large emblematical wings. 

Hence f Bmblematicaliiess. , Obs. 

f 3 i in Bailey. 1775 in Ash. 
mblema tically, adv. [f. prec. + -ly. 2 ] la 
an emblematical manner ; after the manner of, for 
the purpose of, or by means of an emblem. 

1607 Topsell Four -f. Beasts 8 Baboons . . some which 
abhor fishes . , which kind the Egyptians Emblematically 
use to paint. 1796 Morse Amer. Geog. II. 118 The de- 
struction of the city, .is emblematically represented in bass 
relief. x886 Manch. Exam. x6 Feb. s/3 Whether this work 
of art was intended to be taken literally or emblematically. 

Enablematicise (emblemsetissiz), v. rare. 
[f. Emblematic - t- - ize.] trans. To impart an em- 
blematic or allegorical character to. 

1762-71 H. Walpole Vertue's A need. Paint. (1786) IV. 
131 His pictures, which he generally endeavoured to era- 
blematicize by genii and Cupids. 

Emblematist (emblematist). [f. Gr. 3\rj- 
par- stem of tppkrjpa (see Emblem) + -ist.] 
a. One who invents or makes use of pictorial 
emblems, b. One who composes allegories; an 
emblem-writer. 

1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep.v. iii, 236 The pictures of 
Einblematists in the coats of severall families. 1679 Plot 
Siaffordsh. (i686j 262 The Emblematists usually exprest 
fecundity by that Animal [the Goat]. x86x Sat. Rev. 7 Dec. 
591 Hearts, and darts, and butterflies, and crosses, and 
crowns have always formed the stock in trade of Em- 
blematists. 1870 Lowell Among my Bks. Ser. 1. (1873) *38 
Alciato, the famous lawyer and emblematist. 

Emblematize (emblematoiz), v. [f. as prec. 

+ -ize.] 

1. trans. Of things : To serve as an emblem of ; 
to express or represent mystically, allusively, or 
allegorically. 

16x5 W. PIull Mirrour of Maiestie 134 The vanity of 
these fading crownes was emblematized by that solemne 
ceremonie. c 1630 Jackson Creed v. § 43 A worse error 
than can rightly be emblematized by Ixion’s fabulous 
imaginations. 1823 Lamb in Life fy Lett. (1840) xii. 119 
The goose and little goslings should emblematise a Quaker 
poet that has no children. 1870 Goulburn Catkedral 
Syst. iii. 37 The tabernacle and temple worship was 
framed to emblematize the worship of heaven. 

2. Of persons: To represent by means of an 
emblem ; to figure. 

1830 Moir in Fraser's Mag. II. 408 The American poet, 
who emblematizes departing man, as folding his mantle 
round him, and lying down to pleasant dreams, 1834 
Blackw. Mag. LXXVI. 509, I emblematised civilisation, in 
the Chinese lady in japan-gilt frame. 

Hence Emblematizing///. a. 

* 75 * Mrs. Montagu Lett. III. 173 The good man .. to 
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an emblematizing genius would have afforded an ample 
subject. 

Emblematology (emblematpTod^i). [f. as 
prec, t -(o)logy.] The science of the origin and 
meaning of emblems. 

x88x Oracle 5 Nov. 294 The student of Christian emblem- 
atology. 

Emblement (emblfment). Law. Forms : 5 
inblement, 6 emblement©, 7 embleament, 8 - 
emblement. [a. OF. emblaement , f. emblaer , 
(mod.F. emblaver) to sow with corn :~med. L. 
imbladdre (It. imbiadare) } f. in in + bladum ( = F. 
b!e) wheat.] 

4 The profits of sown land : bnt the word is 
sometimes used more largely for any products 
that arise naturally from the ground as grass, 
fruit, etc.’ (Tomlins). 

1495 Act x r Hen. VII, c. 61. § 3 All fermours. .[shall] have 
suche Inblementis and Cornys as be sowyn theruppon. 1590 
H, Swinburn Treat. Test. 218 Emblementes, or corne grow- 
ing vpon the ground. 1641 Termes de la Ley 133 b, Em- 
bieaments are the profits of the land which havebeene sowed. 
1741 T, Robinson Gavelkind n. ii. 167 The Lessee shall not 
have the Emblements. 1835 H. Broom Comm. Com . Law 
xs The general, rule of law concerning emblements. 

Embleming’ (emblemig), vbl. sb. [f. Em- 
blem v. +- -ingI.J The aelion of the vb. Emblem. 

1840 Carlyle Heroes (1858) 257 How unconscious of any 
embleming S 

t Emble*mislL, v. Obs. Forms : 4 enblem- 
isch, emblemysh, -ysch, 6 emblemmissh, 
-bleamish, 7 imblemish.. [f. En- •+• Blemish ; 
AFr. had emblemir.} trans. a. To damage, 
injure, maim; b. to deface, disfigure. 

# c 1384 Wyclif Sel. Wks III. 362 And bi sich blyndenesse 
in cursing many curseris emblemyshen hemsilf. c 1385 
Chaucer A. G. IV., Lucrece (Camb. MS.) And hire teris 
...Emblemyschid [ other texts embellished] hire wifly chas- 
tite. 1348 Hall Chron. (1809) 137 I fele my name and fame 
greatly emblemmisshed. 1373 Laneham Let. (1871) 36, I 
. . by my fond tempring afore hand embleamish the beauty. 
1671 F. Phillips Rcg.Necess. 472 The said Richard Chedder 
was imblemished and maimed to the peril of death. 

Hence Enable 'mishing vbl. sb. 

1563-87 Foxe A . <$• M. (1596) 406/1 The great emblemishing 
of Christian faith. 

t Emblemist. Obs. [f. Emblem + -ist.] A 
delineator or writer of emblems. 

1607 Walkington Opt. Glass r 1 b, Other Emblemists 
haue limd forth a right student, euer to haue one eve 
shut, and an other open. 1630 J. Taylor (Water P.) Wks . 
11. 120/1 Answer a deprauing Emblemist. 

Emblemize (emblemaiz^ZL [f.asprec. + -ize.] 

1. trans. To represent emblematically. 

1646 J. Vicars (title) Sight of the Transactions of these 
Latter Yeares, Emblemized with Engraven Plates. 1639 
Barclay Lost Lady r. i, in Hazl. Dodsl. XII. 548 'T would 
emblemize, but not express his grief. x88x W. C. Russell 
Ocean Free-Lance II. 129 Nothing would better emblemise 
the happiness she had given me. 

2. To make into a sign or badge. 

X753 Hanway Trav. (1762; I. Cij b, The arms of the russia 
company, emblemised. 

Emblic (emblik). Forms: 6 emblico, 7 
embliek. [ad. med.L. emblica, -icus, ad. Ar. gL*l 

amlaj a. Pers. dmleh, cf. Skr, dmalaka of 
same meaning,] The fruit of Emblica officinalis , 
a tree of the N.O, JSwphorbiacese f whose dowers 
are aperient, leaves and bark a remedy against 
dysentery. Also Emblic myrobalan. 

1533 Eden Decades W. Ind. iii. iv. (Arb.) 151 Mirobalanes 
. .which the phisitians caule Emblicos and Chehulos. 1678 
Salmon Land. Disp. 136/2 The five sorts of Myrobolans. . 
the Embliek purge Flegm and Water. 1708 Motteux Rabe- 
lais il xiv, A Boxful! of conserves, of round Myrabolan 
plums, called Embiicks. x8xx Hooper Med. Did., The 
emblic Myrobalan is of a dark blackish grey colour, 
t Bmblrnd, v. Obs. [f. En- + Blind ai] trans. 
= Blind. 

1630 I. Craven Serm. 17 Man may . . be . . emblinded 
through affection. 

t Embli*SS, v. Ohs. rare. Also 5 enblisse. 
[f. En- + Bliss.] trans. To make happy, bless. 

c 1430 Lydg. Bochas u. xxvi. ( x 554'' 61 b, N ombre of childre 
t’ enblisse his linage, ex 725 Fielding Pleas, of Town Wks. 
1775 I. 228 How I'll embliss thee. 1797 T. Townsend Poems 
[Monthly Rev. 463 Emblissed is a word peculiar to this 
author]. ; ■ ■' 

t Embloom (emblem), v. Obs. [f. En- + 
Bloom sbi\ trans. To cover with bloom ; to im- 
part a fresh or ruddy appearance to. 
a 1528 Skelton Ph. Sparowexopi Her lyppes soft andmery, 
Emblomed lyke the chery. 1729 Savage Wanderer v, 
Embloomed his aspect shines. 

Emblossom, imblossom (em-, imbl^-ssm), 
v. [f. En- + Blossom sb.} trans. To load or cover 
with blossoms. Hence Bmblo*ssomed ppl. a. 

1^66 J. Cunningham Day 33 The warbling throng, On the 
white emblossom'd spray ! 1821 Blackw. Mag. X. 65X 

The Wreaths that would our brows emblossom. 11855 Bailey 
Mystic 1x5 The whisperings of imblossomed trees. 

f Emblu’Stricate, v. Obs. [Whimsically 
formed to render the equally fantastic Fr. embure- 
lucoquer '. ] trans. To bewilder. 
a 1693 U rquhart Rabelais hi. xxii, The Romish church, 


when tottering and emhlustricated with the Gibble Gabble 
Gibberish of this odious Error. 

‘t* Eaai’boa'st, v. Obs. [cf. Emboss v., Embos- 
tube.J trans. ? To carve (on a build ingV 
1373 Fenton tr. Guevara in Golden Epistles 72 Men beare 
more honor to the Sepulchres of the vertuous, then to the 
emboasted Palaices of the wicked. 1579 tr, Guicciar- 
dini’s Hist. I tal. xojo Skootchions. .affixed and emboasted 
to the publike pallaices. 

1 Emboa*t, Obs. In 6 enbote [f. En- +Boat 
sb.} trans. To put on board a boat. 

1342 St at. 34 «§* 35 Hen. VIII, cap. 9 § 2 No person shall 
enbote or lade any Wheate . . in any picard bot or other vessel!. 

+ Embcrck, V. Obs. rare-" 1 , [ad. It. imboccdre, 
f. in in t bocca mouth.] trans . To stop up the 
mouth of (a cannon). 

*398 Barret Tkeor. Warres , v. ii. 130 The Cannoneras 
. . may not bee embocked or stopped vp. 

Embodied, imbodied (emb^*did), ppl. a. 

[f. Embody v. + -ed b] 

1. Of ‘ soul ’ or c spirit * : Having a body, invested 

with a body. i 

a. 1632 Benlowes Theoph. vm, Ixxxix. 120 O, could era* 
body'd Soules Sinnes bane view well. 1719 De Foe Crusoe 
(1840) II. iii. 58 Spirits embodied have converse with, .spirits 
tmembodied, 1783 Johnson Lett. II. 304 External locality 
has great effects, at least upon all embodied beings. 1839 
Baxley Festus ii. (1848; X2 A spirit, or embodied blast of 
air. 1870 Max Muller, 'Sc. Relig. (1873) 365 As men, we 
only know of embodied spirits. 1880 E. Kirkk Garfeld % 
27 The embodied spirit of treason and slavery. 

/ 3 . 1691-8 Norris Pract. Disc. 243 Words that cannot be. . 
understood by an imbodyed Understanding. 176 . W esley 
Serm. Wks. i 3 ii IX. 148 An imbodied spirit cannot form 
one thought, but by the mediation of its bodily organs. 

2. Of principles, ideas, etc. : a. Expressed or 
exhibited in material or concrete form ; b. incor- 
porated into a system. 

1663 J. Spencer Prodigies (1665) 137 There is a great deal 
of imbodied Art in N ature. 1799 Mackintosh Stud. Law 
Nat. Wks. 1846 I. 364 The embodied experience of man- 
kind. 1875 Jowett Plato (ed. 2) V, 37 The individual fol- 
lows reason, and the city law, which is embodied reason. 

3. Formed or combined into a militant body or 
company ; arrayed, marshalled. 

1667 Milton P. L. i. 573 Such imbodied force, as, nam'd 
with these, Could merit more than that small infantry, x^xg 
Pope Iliad n. 540 Not less their number than the embodied 
cranes. 1798 Malthus Popul. (1817) II. xx The number 
of embodied troops. 1827 Hallam Const. Hist. ( 1876) I. iv. 
179 The advocates of a simpler ritual had by no means as- 
sumed the shape of an embodied faction. 

Embodier (emb^'di|9j). [f. Embody v. + -er.] 
One who or that which embodies. 

1634 R. Whitlock Zootomia Sig. a. Those Embodyers 
of Arts . . into the limits of their proper method. 1854 
Black w. Mag. LXXV. 752 Claude. . the embodier of ‘foolish 
pastoralism’. 1870 LowKhi.AmongmyBks. Ser. 1. (1873) 163 
His native tongue as the embodier and perpetuator of it. 

Embodiments (Embodiment (em-, imb^-di- 
ment), [f. Embody v. + -ment.] 

1. The action of embodying ; the process or 
state of being embodied, lit. and fig. 

1858 Hawthorne Fr. § It. frnl. II. xo As long as a 
beautiful thought shall require physical embodiment, x86a 
F. Hall Hindu Philos. Syst. 125 Souls, .condemned, by 
reason of sin, to repeated embodiment. x88 x Athenaeum 
No. 28x1. 348/2 No less admirable is Herr Reichmann's 
embodiment of Wolfram, 

2. concr. That in which (something) is embodied, 

a. The corporeal ‘vesture* or ‘habitation’ of 
(a soul). Also fig. 

1830 Whipple Ess. $Rev. (ed. 3) 1.3x1 This fiery spiritual 
essence was enclosed in a frame sensitive enough to be its 
fit embodiment. x86a H. Spencer First Princ. 1. i. 11875) 
13 The soul of trath contained in erroneous creeds is very 
unlike most.. of its several embodiments. 

b. That in which (a principle, an abstract idea, 
etc.) is embodied, actualized, or concretely ex- 
pressed. Also applied (with some reference to 
sense a.) to persons : The embodied type, ‘ incar- 
nation * (of a quality, sentiment, etc.). 

1828 Carlyle Misc. (1857) I. 117 The most striking em- 
bodiment of a highly remarkable belief. 1835 Miss Mrr- 
ford in L’Estrange Lifei 1870) III. iii. 30 Jack and Stephen 
. .are. .an embodiment of my notion of an English sailor, 
and of a. . tradesman. 1855 H. Reed Led. Eng. Hist. iv. 
133 He is the imbodiment of the most genuine national 
feeling. 1868 E. Edwards Ralegh I. i. 22 To Ralegh, the 
Spanish empire and polity became the very types and em- 
bodiments of evil; (1875 Jowett Plato (td. 2) III. 141 
Works of art. .the visible embodiment of the divine. 

Embody, imbody (em-, imbp-di) , v. [f. En-, 
In- + Body sb. The iorm imbody is the only one 
recognized in Bailey and Johnson (though the 
latter uses embody s.v. Incorporate ), but is now 
.less, usual.] 

1. trans. To put into a body ; to invest or clothe 
(a spirit) with a body. 

a. 1348 Gest Pr. Masse 86 No more then the say d holy 
ghost is adjudged embodied or enharted. a 1699 Bonnell in 
W. Hamilton Life ( 1703) 11. 13^. My Saviour Impregnated 
the Consecrated Elements, and m a manner Embody'd him- 
self there, 1727 De Foe Hist. Appar. iv. (1840) 26 Whether 
are there any spirits inhabiting the visible world, which 
have never yet been embodied. 1729 T. Cooke Tales , 
Proposals, etc . 44 Would She embody'd to thy Arms return ? 
1838 Hawthorne Fr. $ It. Jrnls. II. 10 A pale, small 
person, scarcely embodied at all. *869 J. Martinjeau 
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EMBOLHE, 


EMBOG*. 

Ess. II. 291 In him the old scholastic spirit seems embodied 
again. 

id. x6oo Heywood x Edit*. IV (1874) I. 27 Such haughtie 
stomachs . . Imbodied in the breasts of Citizens. 3610 
Healey St. A ug. Citie of God 561 Devills beeing imbodyed 
in ay re can . . moove it. 

2. To impart a material, corporeal, or sensual 
character to. rare, f Also intr. for rejl. 

1634 Milton Comus 46%Tb.z sole. . Imbodies, andimbmtes, 
till she quite lose The divine property of her first being. 
1652 S. Patrick Pun. Serm. in J. Smith's Sel. Disc . 555 
Do not imbody and enervate your souls by idleness and base 
neglect. 1833 Fraser's Mag. 575 Spirituality of mind 
enables them to conceive those mysteries with a pure devo- 
tion, without the danger of embodying and imbruting them. 

3. To give a concrete form to (what is ab- 
stract or ideal); to express (principles, thoughts, 
intentions) in an institution, work of art, action, 
definite form of words, etc. 

'• a, 1750 Johnson Rambl. No. 168 F5 Poetry, that force .. 
which embodies sentiment. 1815 Wellington Gurw, Disp. 
XII. 455 I have not yet been able to embody in a treaty 
the 'principles of this arrangement. 2847 Grote Greece 11. 
xlviii. (1862) IV. 267 The custom having been embodied in 
law. 1848 Dickens Dombey i, The blue coat and stiff 
white cravat which, .embodied her idea of a father. 1866 
Rogers Agric. 3* Prices I. xxiv. 615 A popular notion, 
embodied in a rhyming couplet. 

0 . 1742 Richardson Pamela IV. in What Words shall be 
found to imbody. Air? 1846 Hawthorne, Mosses 1. v. no 
One century imbodied it in marble. 1859 Holland Gold F. 
v. 74 When this conception is imbodied in an object of 
worship. 

*b. Of institutions, works of art, actions, forms 
of words, etc. : To be an embodiment or expres- 
sion of (an idea, principle, etc.). 

1876 Miss Braddon J. Haggard's Date. II. 64 This house 
..was to embody her idea of home. 

4. To cause to become part of a body; to unite 
into one body; to incorporate (a thing) in a mass 
of material, (particular elements) in a system or 
complex unity. 

1601 Shaks. Alls Well v, lii. 173 For I by vow am so em- 
bodied yours. 1695 Woodward Nat. Hist. Earth iv. 
(1723) 192 We shall meet with the same Metall or Mineral 
embody’d in Stone. 1724 A. Collins Gr. Ckr. Relig. 190 
The apostate Jews, among whom, .some of the Samaritans 
..became embody’d. 1799 Mackintosh Stud. Law Nat. 
Wks. 1846 I. 385 Yet so much of these treaties has been 
embodied into the general law of Europe, 
tb. intr. for rejl. Obs. 

1692 tr. Sallust 8 Incredible it is to think how easily they 
[different tribes] embody’d . 

c. tram. Of a complex unity: To include, 
comprise (such or such elements). 

1847 Medwin Shelley I. 29 Blue books, .embodied stories 
of haunted castles, bandits, murderers. 1869 Daily News 
18 Dec., The measure embodies of course the six points of 
the League’s educational charter. 1876 J . H. N ewman Hist. 
Sk. I. 1, iv. 198 Mahometanism certainly.. embodies in it 
some ancient and momentous truths. 

1 5. Chem. and Phys. a. trans. To form into 
one body. b. intr. for reft . To coalesce, draw 
together, solidify. Obs. 

1660 Boyle New Exp. Phys. Mech. xxxv. 264 The 
Bubbles, .imbodyed themselves, .into one. 1662 H. Stubbe 
Ind. Nectar iil 26 These Corpuscles did never embody into 
greater quantities. 1677 W. Harris tr. Lemery's Course 
Chym. 1. xvi. (1686) 376 The spirit of wine being a sulphur 
does unite and imbody with those that remain, c 1682 J. Col- 
lins Making of Salt 54 It will naturally Embody in the Sun, 
and become a substance like Salt 3709 Brit. Apollo II. 
No. 12. 2/2 An Alimentary Liquor, .doth embody with the 
Blood. 1710 T. Fuller Pharm. Extemp. 27 Heating the 
Oils a little * . adding the oil of Vitriol, .and stirring 'till all 
are embodied together. 

6. trans. To form into a body or company for 
military or other purposes ; to organize. 

3649 Selden Laws Eng. 11. xi. (1739) 63 The Army is ever 
embodied within the Kingdom, a 3635 Vines Lord's Supp. 
(1677) 265 Holy persons might., embody themselves into a 
Church. 3779 T. Jefferson Carr. Wks. 1859 I. 218 The 
troops were never before so healthy since they were em- 
bodied. 1838-42 Arnold Hist. Rome III, xliv. 201 Livius 
. . embodied the population of the town. 3873 Burton Hist. 
Scot.Vl. Ixx. 174 The forces, .may now be considered as em- 
bodied against each other. 

b. intr. for reft. To form or join a body or 
company for military or other purposes. 

1648 Cromwell Let. 20 Aug. (Carlyle), I have, .ordered 
Colonel Scroop with five troops of horse and two troops 
of dragoons, with two regiments of foot, to embody with 
them. 1661 Land. A llarum 3 They had secretly entred into 
a Combination . . to meet and imbody at their appointed 
Rendevouz. 3681 Moores Baffled 16 [He] commanded the 
Horse to Embody within the Lines. 3770 Burke Pres. 
Discont. Wks. 1842 I. 133 Firmly to embody against this 
court party. 1796 Morse Amer. Geog. I. 669 The tories.. 
embodied in armed parties. 

7. trans. To impart 'body’ to (painting); to 
paint with a full body of colour. 

3784 J. Barry Led. Art, vi. (1848) 223 His [Vandyck's] 
lights are. .well embodied with colour. 

Hence Embodying vbl. sb. and ppl. a. 

1676 W. Row Contn. BlaiYs Autobiog. xi. {1848) 291 The 
embodying of Scotland into one commonwealth with Eng- 
land. 1677 Earl Orrery Art of War 182 To prevent all 
considerable Imbodyings to resist him. 1784 J. Barry Led. 
Artvi. (1848) 223 All that. .embodying of colour.. may be 
given as you go on. 1791 Phil. Trans. LXXXL 179 Water 
is the embodying principle of all elastic fluids. 

Embog (embffg), v. Also 7 embogge, imbog, 


9 embogue, [f. En- + Bog sbl\ trans. To plunge 
into a bog ; to hamper in a bog, lit. and fig. 

1602 Best in Farr S. P. Eliz. (1845) II. 472 Imbogg’d 
he shall be, where nought he shall see But horror and 
feare. 1612 Speed Hist. Gt. Brit ix. xii. 64 He was . . 
constrained . . to Embogge himselfe in the Bankers and 
Vsurers bookes. 1752 Wesley in Wks. 1872 II. 256 Attempt- 
ing to ride over the common . . my mare was quickly im- 
bogged. 1867 N. Brit. Daily Mail 30 Sept., The valley 
was so soft that the big guns would have become embogged. 
2888 Daily Tel. 1 June 5/2 Embogued in a morass. 

t Embo'gue, v. Obs. [? corruptly ad. Sp. em- 
bocar , f. em- + boca mouth.] = Disembogue. 

Hence t Embo-gning vbl. sb., the place where 
a lake or river discharges itself. Obs. 

1603 Florio Montaigne (1634) 123 The emboguing [Fr. 
emboucheure\ of the Meotis fennes. 

t Emborl. Also 6 emboyl. Obs. rare. [f. En- 
+ Boil.] a. trans. To cause to boil or to agitate 
with rage. b. intr. To be in a boil or agitation- 
2590 Spenser F. Q. i. xi. 28 Emboyled, grieued, brent. 
Ibid. 11. iv. 9 The Knight emboyling in his haughtie hart. 

j| Emboitement (anbwatman). [Fr. ; f. em- 
botter to enclose in a box, f. en- in + boite box. 

1 . Anat. The fitting of a bone into another. 

1854 Owen Skel. $ Teeth < 18551 3 2 This kind of * emboite- 
ment ’ of the occipital in the parietal vertebra. 

2 . Biol. Used by Bnffon to describe the hypo- 
thesis of the generation of living things, according 
to which successive generations are produced by 
the successive development of living germs which 
lie one within the other (Syd. Soc. Lex). 

3 . The closing up of a number of men in order 
to secure the front rank from injury. 

In Mod. Diets. 

t Embold, v. Obs . Also 5-6 embold, 7 im- 
bold. [f. En- + Bold.] trans. To make bold, 
embolden ; to incite, encourage. 

C1400 Test. Love 1. (1560) 273 b/i Mine heart began som- 
deale to be enbolded. 1536 in StrypeEccl. Mem. I. App. 
lxxv. Bee she. .examined. .who did embold.. her therunto. 

J. Heywood Spider $ F. lx. 180 The selfe sight of this 
force shall you so enbold. 2598 Sylvester Du Martas 893 
Bind and imbold mee once more to present My humble 
briefs in form of Parliament. 

Embolden, imb olden (em-, imbJu-ldon), v. 
Also 6 enbolden, -bowlden, 6-7 emboulden, 
-bowlden. [f. En-, In- + Bold + -en.] trans. To 
render bold or more bold ; to hearten, encourage. 

a. 3571 Campion Hist. Irel. (1633) 2 Ep. Ded., I am em. 
bouldned to present them to your Lordships patronage. 
1583 T. Stocker Tragicall Hist. I. 109b, We., are en- 
boldened to exhibite a certeine supplication. 1597 J- Payne 
Royal Exch. 46 He enbowldeneth the erringe. hart to 
suffer for error. 1667 Milton P. L. m 434 Thus I 
embold’nd spake. 3709 Addison Tatler No. 100 p 4 Their 
Aspects were so . . emboldened with Resolution. 1818 Jas. 
Mill Brit. India II. v. ill 403 The Bombay Presidency 
were more emboldened in their importunity. x86o Ma- 
caulay Biog. (1867) 88 The affronts which his poverty em- 
boldened . . low-minded men to offer to him. 

j8. 2586 T. B. La Primaud. Fr. Acad . 1.(1589) 218 Am- 
bition. .imboldeneth [the son] to seeke his destruction of 
whom he holdeth his life. 1626 G. Sandys Ovids Met. x. 201 
Their lookes imboldned, modestie now gone. 1741 Richard- 
son Pamela IIL 231 Whether.. my Look, my Dress, my 
Appearance . .imbolden such an affrontive Insolence. 1854 
J. Abbot Napoleon{xZ$^\ I. xxv. 406 The. .inconvenience of 
imboldening. .the foes of the consular government. 

Hence EmboTdener, one who or that which 
emboldens. Emboldening vbl. sb. and ppl. a. 
m 1847 Craig, Emboldener. 1882 Stevenson Treasure 1 st. 
iv, Argument is a great emboldener. 1503 Act. 19 Hen. VII 
c. 10 Small fines have been . . set to the . . great emboldening 
of the said Offenders. 1575 in W. H. Turner Select. Rec. 
Oxford 364 Another imbolden inge of evill persons. 2628 
Wither, Brit. Rememb. in. 248 But, rather, lesse imbold- 
ning then before. 1867 Freeman Norm. Conq. (ed. 3) I. v. 
397 There was nothing . .but . . emboldening of their foes, 
f Emb oldish, v. Obs. rare. In 6 enb oldish, 
[f. En- + Bold, afterwords like impoverish] ~ Em- 
bolden. 

1502 Arnolde Chron. (1811) 293 They that were disposid to 
do disobeysance were, .enboldishide [printed enboldrshide]. 

Hence + Emboldishment, Obs., in 6 inboldish- 
ment. [see -ment.] =■* Emboldening vbl. sb. 

15x2 Act 4 Hen , VIII, c. 20. (j 2 To the greate inboldissh- 
ment of. . mysgoverned persons disobeyeng your lawes. 

|| Embole (e*mb£lf). Med. [mod. L., a. Gr. 
(fx 0 oKrj a throwing or putting in, f. kfifiakkeiv to 
throw in, f. b in *f fiakkeiv to throw.] 

+ 1. The reducing of a dislocated limb. Obs . 
x8xx Hooper Med, Did., Embole, the reduction or setting 
of a dislocated bone. 2860 Mayne Exp. Lex., Embole , a 
term formerly used for the reduction of a dislocation. 

2 . 'A plug or wedge ’ ( Syd . Soc. Lex). 

3 . == Embolus (Syd. Soc . Lex.). 

Embolic (emtyrlik), a. Pathol, [f. Embol-us 
+ -10 J Relating to or caused by an embolus. 

. 1866 A. F lint Princ. Med. (1880) 33 The multiple abscesses 
m pyaemia are, for the most part, of embolic origin. 2874 

i f ones & Siev. Pathol. Anat. 270 Embolic softening is the 
esion most frequently discovered. 

t Embolimse*aI, a. Obs. rare— 1 , [f. Gr. l/i- 
0 o\ifiai-os of same meaning (cf. Embolism) + -al.] 
Intercalary. So f Emholimm'au [see -an], Eu- 
holimse'ar [see -ab]. 


2677 Cary Chronol. 1. 1. 1. iv. 11 Differences of years 
some ordinary and common, others Embolimaeal. 2726 
tr. Gregory’s Asiron. I. 244T0 this purpose they us’d Inter- 
calary or Embolimean Months. 2796 Hutton Math. Did. 
Embolimaean is chiefly used in speaking of the additional 
months inserted by chronologists to form the lunar cycle of 
19 years. 2677 Cary Chronol. 1. 1. 1. xii. 46 They must 
needs make Embolimaear Months or Days. 

t EmbO'limary, a. Obs. rare- 1 , [f. Gr. !/«- 
(see prec ) + -ary.] = prec. 

1696WHISTON The. Earth 11. (1722^178 Each year had 
in it 12 Lunar Months., no Embolimary Month being 
taken in. 6 

Embolism (e-mb^liz’m). [ad. L. embolismus, 
a late Gr. cfiBoXtafios intercalation, f. tfs- 

fiokos ; cf. Embole, Embolus.] 

1. Chronol. The periodical intercalation of a day 
or days in the calendar to correct the en-or arising 
from the difference between the civil and the solar 
year, concr, A period of time so intercalated. 

2387 Trevisa Higden (Rolls) III. 259 Not jje 3ere of be 
sonne, no]>er of embolisme. 2596 Bell Surv. Popery 1. m. 
iv. 207 To make embolismes and intercalations, a 2638 
MEDEWks. in. iv.589 marg., Count the Embolism of 5 days. 
2679 Plot Staffordsh. (1686) 426 An Embolisme of 30 days 
or a full Month must needs be made somewhere this year. 
2788 Marsden in Phil, Trans . LXXVI 1 L 417 The year of 
the_ Mahometans consists of twelve lunar months, .no em- 
bolism being employed to adjust it to the solar period. 2796 
Hutton Math. Did. s. v. Embolismus. 2847 in Craig. 
tb. attrib . (in quot. quasi-^'.). Obs. 

2588 A. King tr. Canisius ' Catech. H. vij, Ane moneth . . 
addit toy at 3ere..makis y 3 same.. to be callit embolisme. 
1 2 . (nonce-use. See quot.) 

2772 Nugent tr. Hist. Friar Gerund I. 435 All he has 
written is a mere embolism or insertion of foreign and 
absurd matter. 

3 . Pathol, [cf. Embolus.] (See quot.) 

1855 H. Spencer Princ. Psychol. (1872) 1 . 1. iv. 73 Embol- 
ism.. a plugging up of an artery with coagulated blood. 
2878 T. Bryant Pract. Surg. I. 431 Embolism is a some- 
what common affection and consists in the occlusion of a 
vessel. 

f EmboKsmse'an, a. Obs . rare— 1 . Incorrect 
form of EMBOLTMiEAN, after Embolism. 

2704 Hearne Dud. Hist. (1714) 1 . 11 The Embolismaeanor 
Intercalated Years. 

t Embolrsmal, a. Obs. Chronol. [f. Embolism 
+ -al.] That pertains to embolism or intercala- 
tion. a. Of a year : That is lengthened by inter- 
calation. b. Of a month : That is intercalated. 

1681 Wharton Disc. Years etc. Wks. (1683) 7 2 This year is 
two-fold, viz. Commune, containing 12 Synodical Lunations: 
or Embolismal, which containeth 23. 2679 Plot Staffordsh. 
(1686) 426 There must needs be 7 Embolismal months. 

f Embolisma*tical, a. Obs.-° [f. Gr. l/t- 
PokicrfxaT- stem of hixfibkicpa f -ical.] = prec. 

2736 in Bailey. 2775 in Ash. 

Embolismic (emb^lrzmik), a. Chronol. [f. 
Embolism + -ic.] = Embolismal. 

2736 Bailey, Embolismic , intercalary. 2775 Ash, Embolis- 
mic, belonging to an embolism, intercalary. 2871 J. Fowler 
in Archseol. XLIV. 246 The signs and symbols of the 
thirteen months of the Anglo-Saxon embolismic year. 2876 
Prayer-bk. Interleaved 51 All but one of the additional or 
embolismic lunations, 2877 Bp. S. Butcher Eccles. Cal. 59, 
Hence f Enibolrsmical, a. Obs.— 0 » prec. 

2736 in Bailey. 2775 in Ash. 

|| Embolismus (emboli- zmz"s). [L.j see Em- 
bolism.] 

1 1 . Chronol. a. The excess of the solar year 
above the lunar year of twelve synodical months, 
b. Intercalation. Obs. 

2398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. xx. iv. (1495) 348 Embolis- 
mus is encreasynge and excesse by the whyche the yere of 
the sunne passyth the yere of the mone. 1796 Hutton 
Math. Did., Embolismus. . signifies intercalation. 

2 . In the Greek liturgy: A prayer inserted after 
the concluding petitions of the Lord’s Prayer. 

2872 O. Shipley Gloss. Eccl. Terms 476 Said.. after the 
embolismus at Easter-tide. 

Embolite (e-mb^bit). Min. [f. Gr. kjx0ok-iov 
an intermediate + -ite ; 'because between the 
chlorid and bromid of silver ’ (Dana).] ' A chloro- 
bromide of silver, Ag 5 Br 2 Cl 3 . It is perfectly 
malleable; has a resinous and somewhat ada- 
mantine lustre, and varies in colour from asparagus- 
green to pistachio, olive, and greyish -green’ 
(Watts Diet. Chem.). Also attrib. 

2850 Dana Min. 545 Embolite. . crystals are implanted in 
crystallized calc spar. 2868 Ibid. (1880) 116 Varieties of 
embolite based on the proportion of bromid to chlorid. 
Embolite, error for Embelie. 

2560 ed. Chaucer, Astrolabe 252/1. 

t Emboliza tion. Obs. rare— 1 . Chronol. [f. 
*embolize (deduced from Embolism) + -ation.] 
Intercalation. 

2677 Cary Chronol. 1. 1. 1. xii. 46 Which Embolisation must 
have some Analogy with the Greek Mode. 

t Embo'lne, V. Obs. Also 5 -6 enbolne. [f. 
En- + Bolne.] trans. To cause to swell or rise ; 
fig. to puff up. Hence EmboTning vbl. sb. 

2430 Lydg. Chron. Troy 1. ix, With yrous herte enbolned 
all with pride, c 2525 Skelton Replyc. Wks. 1862 II. 232 
Yong scolers no we a dayes enbolned with the flyblowen 
blast of the moche vayne glorious pipplyng wynde. 1598 
N ashe Christ’s T. 14 b, Embolning the billowes vppe to the 
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avre, with roring and howling [they] darte themselues on 
euery Rocke. 1692 in Coles. 177s Ash, Embolned, swelled. 

{[ Embolon (embMpn). Pathol, [f. Gr. ejx&okov 
a peg, stopper.] «*= Embolus 2. 

1878 A. Hamilton Nerv. Dis. 138 A large embolon plugs up 
some such artery as the middle cerebral. 

tEmbO'lster, V. Obs. rare. Also imbolster. 
[f. En- + Bolster.] Irons. To bolster out, to pad 
(see Bolster 2 d). Hence Embo-lstering vbl. sb. 

1593 Nashe Christ's T. (16x3) 144 The women, .adding 
more Bauines vnto it [beauty] of lasciuious embolstrings. 
1630 Brathwait Eng. Gentlewom. (1641) 301 That..em- 
bolsters her decayed brests, to purchase a sweetheart. 1632 
W. Lithgow Totall Discourse 466 Wherevpon my hunger- 
clungd bellie waxing great, grew Drum-like imbolstered. 

II Embolus (e*mb#l#s). [L. embolus piston of a 
pump, a. Gr. 1/t/SoAos peg, stopper.] 

+1. Meek. Something inserted or moving in an- 
other, such as the bar of a door, a wedge ; esp. 
the piston of a syringe. Obs. 

1669 Boyle Contn. New Exp. 1. xxxii. (1682’' xo6 The Em- 
bolus or Sucker of a Syringe. 1708 Kersey, Embolus , a bar 
of a Door, a wedge. 1739 J. Huxham Ess. Fevers (1750) 
182 Too great a Weight on the Embolus of a Syringe 
hinders its fair play. 1847 in Craig. 

2 . Pathol. * The body which causes Embolism ’ 
(Syd. Soc. Lex.). 

1866 A. Flint Princ. Med. (1880') 30 An embolus is a plug 
of some material which is transported by the blood-current 
from one situation to another. 1876 tr. Wagner's Gen. 
Pathol. 202 The embolus is usually arrested at a part where 
the vessels divide. 

3 . Anat. 4 The osseous axis of the horns of the 
Puminantia camcornia ’ (Syd. Soc. Lex.). 

Emboly (e*mbMi). [as if ad. Gr. *kjA@o\La, 
f. stem of kjA@aM.eiv to throw in. Fr., has embolie 
(Littre) * Embolism 3.] « Invagination: a. 

Surg. The name of a particular operation for 
hernia, b. Phys. The process of formation of 
the double-layered gastrula by involution of the 
wall of the single-layered segmented ovum. 

3877 Huxley Anat. Inv. An. xii. 682 Modification of the 
blastosphere by the process of invagination or emboly. Ibid. 
683 The various processes by which, the gastrula or its equi- 
valent are produced, are reducible to epiboly and emboly. 

t Embo'udage, v. Obs. Also 7 en-, im- 
bondage. [f. En- + Bondage.] trans. To bring 
into a state of bondage or slavery ; lit. and Jig. 

1607 Hieron Whs. 1 . 331 Let vs not so enthrall & enbond- 
age our selues vnder our own lusts. 1673 Cave Prim. 
Chr. in. ii. 237 Christians embondaging themselves to re- 
deem others. 1691 Howgil in Quakers Unmasked 12 He 
and his Assistants sought to inthral all, and Imbondage all. 

II Embonpoint (ahbimpwah), a. and sb. Also 
enbonpoint. fF. embonpoint', f. phrase en bon 
point ‘in good condition \] Now chiefly with 
reference to women. 

A. sb. Plumpness, well-nourished appearance 
of body : in complimentary or euphemistic sense. 

1753 Warburton in Pope Mor. Ess. iv. 47 Wks. 1751 III. 
272 To take care that the. .colours are proportioned to her 
complexion; the stuff to the embonpoint of her person. 
3807 Z. Pike Sources Missjss. in. App. 35 They are all 
inclining a little to enbonpoint. 1849 C. Bronte Shirley 
xi. 162 A form decidedly inclined to embonpoint. 3876 
Bartholow Mai. Med. (1879* 343 An increase in the body- 
weight and the embonpoint of those who take stimulants. 

B. as predicative adj. Plump, well-nourished- 
looking. [In Fr. only as phrase en bon point.] 

[3662 Evelyn Sculptura 1. i. (1755) 18 Plump & (as the 
French has it) en bon point.] c 1806 Sir R. Wilson i a Life 
(1862) I. App. 372 Before marriage they are generally light 
in figure ; after they are mothers they become more embon- 
point. 3818 Scott Hrt. Midi, xxxvii, Her form, though 
rather embonpoint , was nevertheless graceful. 

f Embo*rder, v. Obs. Also 6 enborder, 7-8 
imborder. [f. En- 4- Border.] a. To furnish 
with an edge or border ; to edge. Const, with 
b. To place or set as a border. 

C1S30 Ld. Berners A rih. Lyt. Bryt.( 18x4) 139 The cram- 
pons [of the bed] were of fyne syluer enbordered wythgolde. 
3667 Milton P. L ix. 436 Among thick- wov’n Arborets and 
Flours Imbordered .[mod. edd. embordered] on each Bank. 
373$ Bailey, Imbordered , bordered, having borders. 3847 
Craig, Emborder , Imborder , to furnish or enclose with a 
border ; to bound. In mod. Diets, [in both forms]. 

Embordured, -ing, var. ff. Imbordured, -ing. 

II Embosca-ta (pseudo-arch.), incorrect spell- 
ing of (It.) Imboscata, Ambuscade. 

1820 Scott Monast. xxi, Have you purpose to set upon 
me here as in an emboscata ? 

Embosk, var. of Imbosk, to shelter in a wood. 
Embosom, imbosom (em~, imbirzom), v. 
Also 7 enbosome. [f. En-, In- + Bosom.] 

1 . trans. To take or press to one’s bosom ; to 
cherish in one’s bosom; to embrace. + Also, to 
implant, plunge (a sting, weapon, etc. ') in (another’s) 
bosom (obs.). Chiefly Jig. rare in mod. use. 

a. 1590 Spenser F, Q. n. h. asThe handmayd . . glad t’ em- 
bosome his affection vile. 1610 G. Fletcher Christ's Viet. 
in Farr £. P. Jus. (1848) 67 Thus sought the dire enchaun- 
tresse in his minde Her guilefull bait to have embosomed. 
c 3630 Drumm. of Hawth. Poems Wks, (1711) 36/2 Tithon’s 
wife embosom'd by him lies. 1645 Quarles Sol. Recant. 
vii. 9 Anger rests Embosom’d . . in foolish brests. 1729 
Savage Wanderer 1/380 Why embosom me a viper’s sting ? 
a 3833 A. Wilson Pears of Britain Poet. Wks. 158 Shall 


. .such a monster . . By Britons be . . embosomed? 3874 
Pusey Lent, Serm. 459 All the Father embosometh the Son. 

ff. 3631 Celestina 1. 7 Suffering them [Muleteers] to im- 
bosome them between their brests. 1673 Flavel Fount. 
Life ii. 4 They lay as it were imbosomed in one another. 
1806 Moore From High Priest of A polio ii. 40 blight he but 
pass the hours of shade Imbosomed by his Delphic maid. 

2 . transj. a. To enclose, conceal, shelter, in the 
* bosom Often pass, to be enclosed, enveloped 
in, closely surrounded with (woods, foliage, moun- 
tains, etc.) ; poet., to be * wrapped ’ in (slumber, 
happiness, beauty, etc.). + b. rejl. Of a river : To 
pour itself into the bosom of a larger stream (obs.). 

a. 3683 H. More Para. Proph. xiii. All sorts of people 
may safely embosom themselves in her. c 1730 Shenstone 
Elegies vii. 44 My distant home Which oaks embosom. 
1764 Goldsm. Trav. 282 Embosom’d in the deep where 
Holland lies. 3773 Wilkes Corr. (1805) IV. 158 The vilages 
are happily embosomed with trees. 1796 Morse Amer. 
Geog. 1 . 501 This state [New York] embosoms vast quantities 
of iron ore. s8. . Campbell On Visiting Scene in Argylsh. 
i, The wind-shaken weeds that embosom the bower. 3829 
Scott Anne of G. iii, One of those spots in which Nature 
often embosoms her sweetest charms. 1855 Singleton 
Virgil I. 279 Deep sleep embosometh their jaded limbs. 
3876 Green Short Hist. x. § 4. 798 What sepulchre em- 
bosoms the remains . . of so much human excellence and 
glory? 3879 Chr. Rossetti Seek <$• F. 24 The sky. .over- 
arching and embosoming not earth and sea only, but clouds 
and meteors, planets and stars. 

fr. 3663 Manley Cretins ' ’ Low-C. Warres 837 The River 
Vecht. .imbosomes it self into the same [the Issell]. 1667 
Milton P. L.v. 597 By whom in bliss imbosom’d sat the 
Son. 3833 Willis Pencillings 11. lx. 167 We walked, .to a 
large old villa, imbosomed in trees. 1839 Bailey P'estus 
(ed. 5) 378 Thy heart imbosomed in all beauteousness. 

Hence Embo-somed, ppl. a., Embosoming vbl. 
sb. and ppl. a. 

1622 62 Heylin Cosmogr. nr. ('1682') 205 Since their em- 
bosoming and reconcilement to the Church of Rome. 3626 
Sandys Ovid's Metam. x. 205 She. .Flusht with imbosomd 
flames. 1839 Bailey Festus xviii. (1848) 184 The long im- 
bosomed braid. 1859 Farrar J. Home (1874 9 The hill with 
its tall spire and embosoming trees. 1873 Browning Red 
Cott. Night-c. 660 Bosses of shrubs, embosomings of flowers. 

t Embo’SS, sb. Obs. rare— 1 , [f. Emboss v. ] 
A boss-like projection ; a knob. 

3644 Evelyn Mem. (1857) 1 . 124 A round emboss of marble. 

Emboss (embp-s , v. 1 Also 4-6 enbos(s, 5 
enboee. [prob. a. OF. *emboce-r (app. not re- 
corded before 1530) : see En- and Boss jA 1 ] 

1 . trans. To cause to bulge or swell out, make 
convex or protuberant; to cover with protuber- 
ances. In modern use chiefly transj from 2 or 3. 

a. c 3460 Stans Puer 3 3 in Babees Bk. (1 868) 28 To enboce 
thy lowis withe mete. 1541 R. Copland Guydon's Quest. 
Chirurg. Some [bones] are enbossed for to entre. 3398 Syl- 
vester Du Bartas 1. iii. 11641) 25/2 When God . . Embas’t 
the Valleys and Embost the Hils. 3683 Salmon Doron 
Med. 1. 334 Embossed with fat. 17. . Gay Story of A rachue 
39 Her trembling hand, embossed with livid veins. 1763 
Churchill Proph. Famine , Poems I. 1x7 With boils em- 
bossed and overgrown with scurf. 18x4 Southey Roderick 
xxi. 18 Its fretted roots Embossed the bank. x868 Kirk 
Chas. Bold III. v. iii. 413 It is everywhere unequal, em- 
bossed with hill-tops. 

B. 3664 Power Exp. Philos. 1. 13 Her Body is . . imboss’d 
all over with black knobs. 3667 Milton P. L. xii. 180 
Botches and blaines must all his flesh imboss. 

d b. tig. To emboss (out) : to inflate (style'), 
render tumid ; to give exaggerated prominence to. 

1564 Brief Exam. * iiij b, Ye embosse out your glorious 
stiles. 1363 Jewel Repl. Harding 1.36x1 36 It hath pleased 
M. Harding thus to colour and to embosse out this ancient 
Father. 1377, 1646 [see Embossed///, a. 1 3]. 

f c. intr. To bulge, be convex. Obs. rare. 

c 3430 [see Embossing vbl. $A], 3576 Baker Jewell of 
Health 215 a, If the same be made hollowe imbossing 
towarde the myddle. 

2 . spec. To carve or mould in relief ; to cause 
(figures, part of a wrought surface) to stand out, 
project, or protrude. Also/%. The earliest and the 
prevailing mod. sense. [So Fr. imbocer (Palsgr.).] 

a. c 3383 Chaucer L. G. W., Dido, Of gold the barris vp 
enbosede [v. r. enbossed]. 1363 Homilies n. Idolatry it. 
(1839' 194 Images came into the Church, not now in painted 
cloths only, but embossed in stone. 1644 Evelyn Mem. 
(1857) I. 76 Fleur-de-lis embossed out of the stone. 1796 
Burke Regie . Peace Wks. 1842 II. 322 Such claims .. stood 
embossed, and . . forced themselves on the view of common, 
short-sighted benevolence. 1838 Hawthorne Fr. 4 It. 
Jrnls.il, 2,7 A gold sword-hilt . . being actually embossed 
on the picture. 3885 Manch. Exam. 5 June 5/6 Farmer’s 
apparatus, .for chasing, glazing, and embossing cloth. 

b. 16x2 Drayton Poly-alb. v. 75 Fish, .in Antique worke 
most curiously imbost. 3676 Boyle in Phil. Trans. XI. 807 
The figure of a Star, .imbost upon the upper superficies of 
the Regulus. 

to. To adorn with figures or other ornamenta- 
tion in relief ; to represent (a subject) in relief. 
(Sometimes with reference to embroidery.) Also 
of the figures, etc. : To stand out as an ornament 
upon. 

3430 Lydg. Chron. Troyn. xx, An epythapbe, . With letters 
ryche of golde aboue enboced. 1313 Bradshaw St. Wer- 
burge 60 The ten plages of Egypte were well embost. x6ox 
Holland Pliny II. 602 Siluer plate curiously enchased and 
imbossed. 3639 Bp. Walton Consid. Considered 299 How 
come they [Samaritan letters] to adorn and emboss vessels 
and coins? 1725 Pope Odyss. xix. 293 Regal robe with 
figured gold embost. 1783 Gibbon Decl. F. III. lx. 523 
The sides were embossed with a variety of picturesque. . 


scenes. 1833 Babbage Econ. Manuf. xi. (ed. 3) 89 Calicoes 
..embossed all over with raised patterns. 1846 Prescott 
Ferd. <§• Is. I. viii. 346 The rich bronze which embossed its 
gates. 3853 Macaulay Hist. Eng. IV. 490 Men who. .had 
made a fair profit by embossing silver bowls and chargers. 
8. To ornament with or as with bosses or studs. 
Hence, To adorn or decorate sumptuously. 

a. 3379 Spenser Shepk. Cal. Feb., A girdle of gelt Embost 
with buegle. 1394 J. Dickenson Arisbas (1878) 38 Plis 
house, .he found not gorgeously embost, yet gaily trimmed. 
c 1630 Drumm. of Hawth. Poems Wks. 1.1711) 29/1 Bright 

f ortals of the sky Emboss’d with sparkling stars. 1697 
’otter Antiq. Greece iii. iii. (1715) 14 The Chariots being 
richly emboss’d with Gold and other Metals. 37x0 Land. 
Gaz. No. 4672/1 The Harness was embossed with Silver 
Plates. 1784 Cowper Task v. 426 The studs, that thick 
emboss his iron door. 1812 H. & J. Smith Rej. Addr. xi. 
(1873) 304 Whose tresses the pearl-drops emboss. 1824- 9 
Landor I mag. Conv. (1846) I. 5 Did we not. .Emboss our 
bosoms with the daffodils. 

_ 3578 T. Proctor Gorg. Gallery, With btiyl dings brave, 

imbost of variant hue. 1784 Cowper 'Task 1. 121, 1 fed on 
.. berries that imboss the bramble. 

EmhO'SS, vA Obs , exc. arch . in sense 4. Also 
4 embose, enbose, 6-8 imboss. [ME. embose , 
perh. f. En- + OF. bos , bois wood ; the equivalent 
OFr. embuiser occurs with sense of Ambush. If 
so, the word is ultimately identical with Imbosk v. 
The development of senses as suggested below is 
strange, but appears to be in accordance with the 
existing evidence.] 

+1. intr. Of a hunted animal : To take shelter 
in, plunge into, a wood or thicket. Obs. 

C1369 Chaucer Deihe Blaunche 352 [The hunters re- 
counted] how the hert had vpon lengthe So moche embosed 
[w. r. enbosed, enbosid] I not nowe what. 1680 Butler 
Rem. (1759 I. 8 Look quickly, lest the Sight of us Should 
cause the startled Beast t’ imboss. 

fto. The /a. pple. is used by Milton for imbosked. 
1671 Milton Samson 1697 Like that self-begotcen bird, 
In the Arabian woods imbost. 

T 2 . To drive (a hunted animal) to extremity. Obs. 
(The sense ‘ drive to a thicket,’ required by the etymology 
above suggested, is not clearly evidenced). 

1390 Spenser F. Q. iii. i. 23 Curres. .hauing. .The Saluage 
beast embost in weary chace. 1596 Drayton Leg. 11. 379 
Like a Deere, before the Hounds imbost, 1601 Shaks. All’s 
Well iii. vi. 107 We have almost imbost him, you shall see 
his fall to night. 1634 Gayton Pleasant Notes on Don 
Quixot 210 As Mules and Horses, who are imboss’d, foame 
and chafe the more. 1680 Otway Cains Marius iv. ii. 
(1735) 68 Was ever lion thus by dogs emboss’d ? _ 1768 Buys 
Diet. Terms Art , To Emboss (in Hunting', to inclose in a 
Thicket. 

f 3 . In pass, of a hunted animal: To be ex- 
hausted by running; hence, to foam at the 
mouth (as a result of exhaustion in running). 
Also transj. of persons : (a.) To be exhausted, at 
the last extremity of fatigue ; (b.) to foam at the 
mouth (from rage, etc.). Obs. 

[The sense ‘to foam at the mouth’ is prob. influenced by 
Emboss v 1 , as if an ‘ embossed stag ’ were one * studded ’ 
with bubbles of foam. Cf. Imbost v., to foam at the mouth 
(Cockaine 1591), Imbost sb., foam (R. Bradley 3727 .] 

1523 Skelton Garl. Laurell 24 Where hartis belluyng, 
embosyd with distres Ran on the raunge. 1375 Turberv. 
Bk. Venerie 242 When he is foamy at the mouth, we saye 
that he is embost. 1595 Markham Sir R. Grmidll Qxxnx, 
With rage imbost. 1611 — Countr. Content 1. iv. <r66 8j 23 A 
stag .. imbost, that is, foaming, .about the mouth. 1611 
Cotgr., M aim cue . . imbossed, or almost spent, as a Deere 
by hard pursuit. 1625 Gill Sacr. Philos, . ii. 19 x As a stag 
embossed takes the soyle. 1651 Davenant Gondibert 11, 
xlix, He [the stag] is imbos’d, and weary’d to a Bay. 
fig. 1592 Warner Albion’s Eng. vii. xxxvi. (16121 175 My 
chased Heart imboste and almost spent. 3624 Quarles 
Job Poems (1717) 227 My spirit’s faint, .my soul’s imbost. 

4 . trans. To cover with foam (the mouth, the 
body of an animal), arch. 

1531 Elyot Gov. ii. vi. 120 By furie ebaunged into an 
horrible figure, his mouthe fou]e and imbosed. 18x0 Scott 
Lady of L. 1. vii, Embossed with foam, and dark with soil. 
The labouring stag Strained full in view. 1829 Cunning- 
ham Magic Bridle, A nniv. 148 He saw a wild steed. . 
White foam his flanks embossing. 

t Erntoo'SS, v.$ Obs. [app. first in Spenser; 
perh. f. En- + Boss sb * The Sp. embozarse to en- 
velop oneself in a cloak, has also been suggested. 
Some of the quots. might belong to Emboss vJ- 
in sense ‘ decorate ’.] 

trans. To cover, encase (in armour) ; to plunge 
(a weapon) in an enemy’s body. Also Jig. m 
pass. To be ‘wrapped’ (in ease). 

1590-6 Spenser F. Q. i. iii. 24 A knight her mett in mighty 
armes embost. Ibid. r. xi. 20 The knight his thrillant speare 
again assayd In his bras-plated body to embosse. Ibid. m. 
i. 64 None of them rashly durst, .in so glorious spoyle them- 
selves embosse. Ibid. vi. iv. 40 Vowing, that never he., 
would lig in ease embost 1621 Burton Anat. Mel. 1. ii. 
hi. xv. (1651) 133 A souldier embossed all in gold [transL 
L. prsecingitur auro], 

+ Emtoo-ss vfi Obs.-** [ad. Fr. embosser to 
attach a * spring ’ to a cable, f. en- (see En-) + bosse 
knot at the end of a rope.] (See quot. and 
etymology : evidence of Eng. use is wanting.) 

3768 Buys Diet. Terms Art , To Emboss a Cable (sea Term.) 
Embossed (embost), ppl. a.i [f. Emboss eG] 
1 . Carved or moulded in relief ; ornamented with 
figures in relief ; (of figures or ornament) raised. 


EMBOSSED, 
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EMBOWERING, 


standing out in relief. Embossed printing', print- 
ing with raised letters, as for the use of the blind, 
or for ornament 

a$4x Blyot Image Go ?/. 67lmages . .wrought . . in imbosed 
worke. 1563 Homilies 11. Idolatry n. {iSs9) 195 Embossed 
images began to creepe into Churches. 1591 Percivall Sjt>. 
Diet., Relieve, embossed works, Toreumaia. 2803 Phil. 
Trans . XCIII. 153 The. .wear which attends the friction 
of. .embossed surfaces. 1849 Wilmott Jrnl, Summer in 
Country 15 July 141 The embossed alphabet for the blind. 
3856 Emerson Eng. Traits, Lit. Wks. (Bohm II. 103 The 
. .bill of fare engraved on embossed paper. 1839 Gullick 
<& Timbs Paint. 203 With sufficient body to give an em- 
bossed effect to the touch. 

2 . Covered with ornamental bosses or studs ; 
richly or sumptuously decorated. 

3593 Lyly Sappho 1, ii. 161 Endeavour to be a courtier to 
live in emboste roofes. 1871 Whyte-Melville Sarchedon 
I, a 1 His master drew the embossed bit carefully from his 
favourite’s mouth. 

t 3 . In 15th c. : Humpbacked. Obs. 

c 3430 tr. Deguilleville’s Pilg. Lyf Matih, (1869) 130 Boy- 
stows she was and wrong shapen and enbosed [fr.bossue). 

f 4 . Bulging, convex, swollen, tumid ; jig. of style. 

1577 HouNSHEDjT/mw. II. 163 Thinking by their em- 
bossed speech to tickle the eares and harts of the yoong 
princes. 1378 Lyte Dodoens 645 The. .imbossed heades of 
the first and right Squilla. 1584 R, Scot Discov. Witcher. 
xin.'xix. 258 In diverse kinds of glasses ; as in the hollowe 
the plain, the embossed. 3596 Shaks. 1 Hen. IV, in. iii. 
177 Whythou horson, impudent, imbost Rascall. 1603 — - 
Learn, iv. 227 My Daughter, thou art a Byle, a plague 
sore, or imbossed Carbuncle. 3646 J. Hall Hor<e Vac. 39 
Embossed Language tickles the eares. 

5 . Bot. * Projecting in the centre like the boss 
of a shield 1 [Syd. Soc. Lex.'). 
t 32 mbo*ssed, ppl a? Obs. ff. Emboss v , 2 + 
-ED b] Of a limited animal : Driven to extremity ; 
foaming at the mouth from exhaustion. Also 
transf, of persons. 

3641 Bp. Hall in Pent. Whs, (1660) 91 The enbossed 
heart panteth for the rivers, 1649 Selden Laws Eng. n. 
xxvi. (3739) 317 Like an embossed Stag . . he must run and 
out-run all. a 1638 Cleveland Gen. Poems 1 1677; 100 Once 
more to single out my emboss’d Committee-man. 

Embosser (emb^ssi). Also 7 imbosser. [f. 
Emboss vd + -er.] One who embosses. 

1623 in Rymer j Fosdera XVIII. (1726) 74 Wee doe . . ap- 
pointe and ordaine to be the Maister Imbosser and Maker 
of the medales of us our heires and successors. 3819 P. O . 
Lotui. Direct. 385 Yeatherd, George, Dyer and Embosser of 
Woollen-cloth, Deal-street. 1883 B. H. Becker in Eng. 
Illust. Mag. Nov. 89/2 The stamp and die had super- 
seded the embosser. 

Embossing (emtyrsirj), vbl. sb. [f. Emboss vj 
+ -ing 1.] a. Tile action of the verb Emboss ; 
also attrib.y as in embossing-iron , - machine , -press. 
to. concr. Embossed ornamentation ; formerly in 
wider sense, swelling, protuberance. 

C1430 Lydg. Bochas 1. xx. (1554'' 36 If their brestes up to 
high them dresse, They can . . thenbosing doun represse. 
3341 R. Copland Guy don’s Quest. Ckirurg ., Of them [bones] 
that haue enbossyng. 1580 Hollyband Treas. Fr. Tong, 
La Bosse . . the embossing of a Jewell. 1626 Bacon Sylva 
§ 878 All Engravings and Embossings (afar off; appear plain. 
C1865 J. Wylde in Circ.Sc. I. 272/1 The. .embossings on 
the paper are made by the method of reverse currents. 

Embo*ssme2it (embp’sment). [f. Emboss v. 1 

+ -MENT.] 

1 1 . The action or process of embossing. Obs. 

3803 Ann. Peg. 1799 Chron. 399 A method of. .ornament- 
ing by. .embossment, .cloths or stuffs. 

2 . concr. A figure carved or moulded in relief ; 
embossed ornament. Now rare. Also attrib., as 
in embossment-map , a map of which the surface is 
moulded in elevations and depressions. 

3620 Dekker Dreame iij. § 1 There you see the golden 
embosments and curious enchasings. 1731 Capt. Pownall 
in Bibl. Topogr. Brit. (1790) III. 366 An urn. .of. .clay. . 
without any inscription or embossement. 3813 Hogg 
Queen's Wake 46 Beneath rose an embossment proud, — A 
rose beneath a thistle bowed. 1881 Nature XXIV. 149 
All the necessary data for making an embossment-map. 

3 . gen. A bulging, protuberance. 

3610 Guillim Heraldry 11. vi. 63 With a swelling emboss- 
ment. 3611 Cotgr. s. v. Saillie , The imbossement of an 
enchaced pretious stone. 1623 Bacon Ess. Gardens <Arb.) 
560 Perfect circles without any . . Imbosments. 1817 R. 
Jameson Char. Min. 89 These embossments are not formed 
by the crystallization of that portion of the salt which has 
been dissolved. 

Embo stnre. arch, rare . Also 7 imbosture. 
[?f. Emboss vf, after sculpture. (But cf. Em- 
boast v.q = Embossment. 

3636 Beaum. & Fl. Faith/, Fr. iv. iii, There nor wants 
Imbosture nor embroidery. 1863 Sala Capt. Dang. I. ii, 
33 This strange device raised in an embosture of gold. 

Embottle : see Em- prefix. 

H Embonclxement (anb&fman, emb/- 7 'Jment). 
[Er. ; f. emboucher : see next.J a. The mouth (of 
a river), b. Phys. The point at which one vessel 
enters or leads into another. 

1844 W. H. Maxwell Sport. $ Adv. Scoil. x. (1855'' 99 
A heavy sea is tumbling into the embouchment of the Dee. 
3878 Foster Phys. it. i, § 4. 248 The embouchement of the 
thoracic duct into the venous system. 

# II Embouchure (anbajwr). Also 9 embouch- 
ier, 8 ambusheer. [Fr. ; f. emboucher to put 


in or to the mouth ; also refi. of a river, to dis- 
charge itself by a mouth ; f. en- in + boitche mouth.] 

1. The mouth of a river or creek. Also transf. 
the opening out of a valley into a plain. 

1792 Fortn. Ramble xvi. 114 We reached the embouchure 
of the fall. 3822 Examiner 14 Sept. 580/2 Near to the 
embouchier of Berezina. 3830 Lyell Princ. Geol. I. 238 
The city Foah..so late as the beginning of the fifteenth 
century, was on this embouchure. 1836 Stanley Sinai # 
Pal. 11. i. 71 Huge cones of white clay and sand, .guarding 
the embouchure of the valleys. 1868 G. Duff Pol. Surv. 
100 It lies, .at the embouchure of several rivers. 

2. Music. 1 The part of a musical instrument 
applied to the mouth ’ (Grove). 

1834 Mrs. Somerville Connex. Phys. S. xvii. (1849) 169 
The embouchure of a flute. 1873 W. Lees Acoustics 1. iii. 
27 The air. .is made to play upon the thin edge of the pipe 
at the embouchure C. 

3. Music. * The disposition of the lips, tongue 
and other organs necessary for producing a musical 
tone* (Grove). 

1760 Goldsm. Cit. W. xc, You see . . I have got the am- 
busheer already [on the German flute]. 3879 Grove Diet. 
Mus. I. 536 The second octave is produced by a stronger 
pressure of wind and an alteration of embouchure. 

Embound, imbouud (em-, imbem-nd), v. 
poet. arch. [f. En-, In- + Bound j/a] trans. To set 
bounds to ; to confine, contain, hem in. 

Hence Embotrnded ppl. a. 

3593 Shaks. John iv. iii. 137 That sweete breath Which 
was embounded in this beauteous clay. 3633 P. Fletcher 
Woman’s Lightness , But never bonds a woman might em- 
bound. 1822 W. Tennant Anster F. j. xxii, To .. sleep 
imbounded by his boisterous arms. 2855-0 Singleton 
Virgil II. 16 The voice th’ imbounded shores Volley along. 

t Embow*, sb. Obs. rare - 1 . [f. next.] The 
concave surface of an arch, vault, or dome. 

1348 Hall Chron. (18091 723 The. .Embowes wereof very 
strange worke with leaves, balles and other garnishinges. 

Embow (embffu-), z/. 1 Obs. exc. arch. Aiso 5 
enbow, 6- imbow. [f. En- + Bow sbd] 

1. trans. To bend or curve into a bow (see 
Bow sb . ! ). 

c 1400 Desir. Troy vii. 3034 Browes. .Bright as the brent 
gold enbowet }pai were. 

2. Arch. To arch, vault. 

3483 [see Embower ppl. a.) 3535 Eden Decades IV. hid. 

(Arb. ) 309 The rouffes . . are gylted and embowed. 1387 
Golding De M or nay viii. (1617) 201 The heauen, being im- 
bowed about these lower parts, like a vaut. 3641 Heylin 
Help to Hist. (1671) 294 The West end . . embowed over 
head seemeth to be very antient. 3838 Wordsw. Sonn., 
Cave of Staff a, The pillared vestibule. . the roof embowed. 

3. To enclose as within a sphere ; to englobe, 
encircle. 

3605 Sylvester Du Bartas 1. ii. I. 70 Turn’d Vapour, it 
have round ^ embow’d Heau’ns highest stage. 1649 G. 
Daniel Trmarch., Hen. V, exei, His Rayes Embow’d 
W’-rin a vapor here, and there a Cloud. 

f Embow*, vf Obs. rare- 1 . In 5 enbowe. 
[f. En- + Bow vX\ trans. ? To bow down. 

c 1440 Gesta Pom. 204 The sonne of man haj?e not wer 
he may reclyne or enbowe his hede. 

t Embow* die, v- Obs. rare- 1 . [ Cf. Bowdled 
ppl, a.] trans. To wrap round. 

1625 W. L’Isle tr. Du Bartas’ Noe 10 A claggy night of 
myst embowdletli round [B’r. envelope} his brains. 

Embowed (embff u 'd), ppl. a. [f. Embow vJ] 

1. Bent or curved into the form of a bow ; con- 
vex, bow-like. 

3578 Lyte Dodoeits 707. Long lyke a Peare, with certayne 
embowed or swelling diuisions. 3391 Spenser Vis. Worlds 
Vanitie ii. With gilden homes embowed like the Moone. 
1639 Horn & Robotham Gate Lang. Util. xciv. (16431 § 
759 A globe is round, being embowed on the out-side, and 
hollow on the in-side. 3697 Potter Antiq. Greece in. vi. 
(1715' 61 The Wings are doubled, by bestowing the light- 
arm’d Men under them in an embow’d Form. 3855-9 
Singleton Virgil II. 473 Th’ imbowed points together met. 

b. Her. (See quots.) 

*630 Guilltm Heraldry in, xxii. f 1660) 234 He beareth, 
Azure, a Dolphin Nasant, Imbowed Argent. 3763 Brit. 
Mag. II. 532 Two arms counter, embowed, and vested, 
gules. 1830 Robson Brit. Herald, Glossary, Embowed 
(Fr. courbe) bent, or bowed. Embowed contrary , bowed in 
opposite directions. Embowed dejected, bowed with the 
extremity turned downwards. 1864 Boutell Heraldry Hist. 

Pop. x. 56 An Arm. . when bent at the elbow is embowed. 

2. Arch. a. Arched, vaulted, b. Curved or 
projecting outward, so as to form a recess (cf. 
Bow 12 , Bow-window). 

3481 Caxton Orat. P. C. Scipion D. viii. in Tulle on 
Fricndsh. The stone werkes enbowed called the Arches 
tryuniphal. 1580 North Plutarch (1676) 36 The fair em- 
bowed or vawted roofs. 3617 Sir R. Boyle Diary (1886) 1 . 
169, 1 agreed with, .the carpentere to putt a new compaste 
imbowed Roof on my Chappie. 163 z Milton Penseroso 157 
Love the high embowed roof, 3823 Ruttfjr Font hill 50 In 
the embowed recess are three windows. 1826 Scott Woodst. 
i, The ancient embow’d arches of the old chantry. 1864 D. 
Mitchell Sev. Stor. 205 An embowed window. 

Embowel (embau-el), ©. Also 6-7 em-, en- 
bowell, imbowel(l. [In senses 1-2 ad. OF. 
enboweler (recorded in pa. pple. enbowele * OF. 
emboule , % emboele ) an alteration (with substitution 
of the prefix em- for es-) of OFr. esboueler, f. es- 
repr. L. ex- out + bouel Bowel. In senses 3-4 f. 
En- + Bowel.] 


1. X. trans. To remove the (abdominal) viscera 
from (a body), either for the purpose of embalming, 
or as part of a judicial penalty ; * Disembowel. 

1323 Test. Ebor. (Surtees) V. 14 1 Item I will that aftir my 
deth my body be emboweld. 1596 Shaks. i Hen. IV, v. iv. 
109 Imbowell’d will I see thee by and by. 3640 Slingsby 
Diary (1836) 64 W ob made me. .send for a chirurgeon from 
York to embowel him. 3734 tr. Rollin’s Anc. Hist. (1827) 
III. vi. § 3. 124 Having prepared their bodies for the purpose 
by embowelling them. 1854 Tail’s Mag. XXL 488 He is 
the diviner who must embowel the beasts of sacrifice. 1867 
Freeman Norm. Conq. I. vi. 490 Others he put in prison, 
others he embowelled. 

2. transf. and jig. 

1589 Nashe Almond for Parr at 20, I haue not halfe em. 
boweld my register. i6oi Shaks. All’s Well 1. iii. 247 The 
Schooles embowel’d of their doctrine. 1667 Milton P. L. 
vi. 587 Whose roar Emboweld with outragious noise the air 
And all her entrails tore. 2678 Lively Orac. viii. § 26. 3x5 
How curiously do men. .embowel a text to find a pretence 
for cavil and objection. 2790 Burke Fr. Rev. Wks. V. 166 
In England we have not yet been completely embowelled of 
our natural entrails. 

XI. t & To put, convey into the bowels; in 
quots. transf and fig. Obs. 

2596 Fitz-geffray Sir P\ Drake ( i 88 i'i 44 On Ulysses 
Circe did bestow A blather, where the wiudes imboweld 
were. 1629 Donne Whitsunday Serm, Wks. 1839 I. 578 
All was embowelled and enwombed in the waters. 1633 
W. Struther True Happiues 8 When God and man in- 
here' mutually in other, and are enbowelled by mutuall love. 
1634 Sir T. Herbert Trav. 26 His bodie was , . imbowelled 
in a spacious coffin, the Ocean, ibid. 105 A streame . . aris- 
ing from Mount Taurus here embowels itselfe into that sea. 
f b. To fill the bowels of (an animal). Obs. 

1607 Topsell Fourf. Beasts (1679I 566 The young whelps 
of weasels being imbowelled with salt. 

+ 4. intr. To convey food into the bowels. Obs. 
1628 Latham 2 ndBk. Falconry (1633) 18 It will oftentimes 
very much molest her in her putting ouer and imbowelling, 

Embowelled (embcureld;, ppl a. [f. prec.j 

1. Disembowelled, lit. and fg. 

1594 Shaks. Richard III , v. ii. 10 The Boare makes his 
trough In your embowel’d bosomes. 1695 Blackmore Fr. 
Arth. i. 261 Exploded Thunder tears th’ Embowel’d Sky. 
1789 Wolcott (P. Pindar) Subj. Painters 10 Sweeter than 
hist’ry of embowell’d saint. 

2. fig. I'hat lies hid in the bowels or heart of 
a thing ; internal, intestine. 

1609 Bp. Barlow Answ Nameless Catholike 236 Hauing 
such Embowelled enemies within his Realmes. C17S0 
Shenstone Elegy xx. 62 For them we drain the mine’s em- 
bowell’d gold. 1854 S. Dobell Balder xxiv. 169 Like an 
embowelled earthquake yet unbelched. 

1 3. That has the bowels full. Obs. 
i486 Bk. St. Albans A vij, If. .the bowell [he] any thyng 
stiffid . ye shall say she is embowellid. 

EmboweXXer (embau-elsr). [f. as prec. + er.] 
One who performs the operation of disembowel- 
ling. 

2705 Greenhill Art Embalm. 283 We shall next pro- 
ceed to speak of the . . Emboweller. 

Embowelling (embau-elirj), vU. sb. [f. Em- 

bowel v . t -ing j .J = Disembowelling. 

3723 Swift DrapieVs Lett . Wks. 1755 V, 11. 79 Sentence of 
death with, .hanging, beheading, quartering, embowelling, 
2813 Sir S. Romilly in Examiner 22 Feb. 117/2 The. .in- 
fliction of embowelling was at present left to the discretion 
of the executioner, 
b. nonce-use . 

2654 Gayton Pleasant Notes on Don Quixot 91 These 
exenterations, embowellings, and disgorgings made Sancho’s 
appetite like a swine. 

Embowelment (embairelment). [f. Embowel 
+ -Ment.] a. The action of disembowelling, 
b. The inward parts or contents of a thing. 

2823 Lamb Elia 1, xviii. (1865) 135 A clock with itsponder- 
ous embowehnents of lead and brass. 

Embower, imbower (em-, imbemeu, -bairw), 
v. Also 7 imbowr(e. [f. En-, In- + Bower sbf] 
1. trans . To shelter, enclose, seclude as in a 
bower; also absol. 

2580 Sidney in Farr A’. P. EHz. (1845) I. 78 Him. .Whom 
Sion holds embowered, c 2630 Drumm of Hawth. Poems 
Wks. -(17111 44 Ah destinies, & you whom skies embow’r. 
1667 Milton P. L. 1. 304 Vallombrosa, where th’ Etrurian 
shades High overareh’t imbouer. 3738 Wesley Ps. cxlvii. 
Ye, whom highest Heaven imbow’rs, Praise the^ Lord. 
1833 Tennyson Lady Skalott 1. ii, And the silent isle ini- 
bowers The Lady of Shalott. 2873 Symonds Grk. Poets x. 
333 Elms and. .vines embower them with, .rustling leaves. 

t 2. intr. for refi. To take shelter, lodge as in 
a bower. ? Ohs. ' ' _ : # 

2591 Spenser V/rg. Gnat 225 Small Birds in their wide 
boughs em bowring. 2610 G. Fletcher Christ’s Viet, xxvii, 
Gaze but upon the house whear man ernbow’rs. 

Embowered (embau® id), ppl. a. [f. prec. + 
-ED 1 .] a. That is surrounded as with a bower, 
wreathed with foliage ; b. loci ged in a bower. 

1737 Dyer Fleece 1. 119 The little smiling cottage warm 
embow’r’d. 1824 W. Irving T. Trav. I. 317 Seated in the 
embowered porch of his small parsonage. 1830 Tennyson 
Recoil. Arab . Nights iv, Imbower’d vaults of pillar’d palm. 
3870 Hawthorne Eng. Note-bks. (3879) I. 254 There are 
ranges of embowered windows. 

Embowering (embauo-rir)), M. sb. [f. as 
prec.4--3NGb] Enclosing, or sheltering in a bower. 
concr. A bower-like retreat ; in quot. fig. 

2882 Hall Caine . Recoil. ^ D. G. Rossetti 110 Whatever 
embowerings I had in my mind. 


EMBOWERING. 

Embowering (embaue*rig), ppl. a. [f. as 
prec. -r -ing-.] That forms a bower ; that sur- 
rounds as with a bower. 

#17x7 Parnell Poet. Wks. (1833) 32 From Helicon's im- 
bowering height repair. X792 S. Rogers Pleas. Mem. 11. 
240 Imbowering shrubs with verdure veiled the sky. 1821 
Scott Keniliv. xxv, Above the embowering and richly 
shaded woods. 1852 Mrs. Jameson Leg, Madonna (1857) 
120 A. .landscape thick with imbowering trees. 
Empowerment (embau^*iment). [f. as prec. 
4- -MENT.] The action of embowering. 

1848 Dickens Dombey (C. D. ed.) 63 Plants, .of a kind pe- 
culiarly adapted to the embowerment of Mrs. Pipchin. 
t Embowing, vbl. sb. Obs. [f. Embow v. + 
-ing 1 .] The action of the vb. Embow l ; vaulting; 
arching : in quot. concr. Also attrib. 

1430 Lydg, C/iron. Troy 11. xi, The freshe enbowing w l 
verges right as lynes. 1571 Golding Calvin on Ps. lxxiv. 5 
By the kervings or imbowings he meeneth the verge fashion. 
*576 Richmond. Wills (1853) 261 To John Whyt ij playnes 
..lj chesells, and ij embo wing playnes. 
t Embowing, ppl. a. Obs. [f. as prec. + -ing 2 .] 
Arching, convex, curved. 

1561 Eden A rte Nauig. 1. v. 6 b, Conuex or embowyng. 

t Embow*l, v. Obs. rare. [f. En- + Bowl sb. 1.] 

a . trans. To form or mould into a globe, Tb. 
intr. To take or grow into the form of a globe. 

1580 Lady Pembroke Ps. xc. (1823) 171 Long ere the 
earth embowl'd by thee Bare the forme it now doth beare. 
1886 Sir R. Burton Arab. Nts. (abr. ed.) 332 The citrons 
shone with fruits embowled. 

t Embowment. arch . Obs. rare- 1 , [f. Em-' 
bow v. +• -ment.] Vaulting. 

1626 Bacon Sylva § 249 The Roofe all open, not so much as 
any Embowment neere any of the walls left. 

Embox (embp-ks', v. Also 7 imboxe. [f. En- 
+ Box sb/] trans. To set in or as in a box. 
x6xi Cotgr., Emboister, to imboxe. 1732 Fielding Cov. 
Gard. Trag. 1. iii, In Goodman 's-fields the city dame Em- 
boxed sits. 1828 Lamb Lett, in C. and M. C. Clarke (1878) 
160 The Watchmen are emboxed in a niche of fame. 1835 
Kirby Bridgetvater Tr. (1852) II. 211 More than thirty 
alternate layers of earth and web, emboxed, as it were, in 
each other. 

Embrace (embr*i*s), sb. [f. Embrace v~] 

1. The action of folding in the arms, of pressing 
to the bosom. (Sometimes euphemistically for 
sexual intercourse.) 

1592 Shaks. Rom, Sr Jul. v. iii. 1x3 Armes, take your last 
embrace. 1633 P. Fletcher Elisa 11. v, Arms, whose . . 
sweet embraces Could quicken death. 1667 Milton P. L. 
11. 793 In embraces forcible and foule Ingendring with me. 
1750 Johnson Rambl. No. 91 r 7 Pride.. by whose em- 
braces she had two daughters. x8xo Southey Kehama xvu. 
ix, She turn’d from him, to meet . . The Glendoveer’s em- 
brace. 1865 Trollope Belton Est. xxiii. 273 The demon- 
strative affection of an embrace between the two women. 

2. transf, and fig. 

a 1628 Sir J. Beaumont Mis. State Man, The soule per- 
swaded that no fading loue Can equall her imbraces. 1634 
Habington Castara 75 Their strearaes thus Rivers joyne, 
And lose themselves in the embrace. 1665 Glanvill Seeps. 
Sc., Offering . themselves to its [Truth’s] embraces. 1856 
Stanley Sinai <$■ Pal. (1858) Introd. 42 Rocks . . enclosing, 
in a still narrower and narrower embrace, a valley. 1855 
Bain Senses $ Int, il ii. § 12 The most perfect combination 
of perceiving organs is the embrace of the two hands. 

fEmbra'Ce, v\ Obs. rare . Also 4 enbrase, 
-ass, -brace, 6 imbrace. [f. En- + Fr. bras arm : 
see Brace jA 1 ] trans. To put (a shield) on the arm. 

ci 300 K. Alis. 6651 His scheld enbraceth Antiocus. 
*375 Barbour Bruce vm. 295 Enbrasit vith that thar 
scheldis braid, c 1380 Sir Ferumb. 5539 With scheldes 
enbraced. 1400 MorteArth. 41 11 Whene Bretones boldly 
enbraces there scheldes. Ibid. 2459 With brode scheldes 
enbrassede. 1592 Wyrley Armorie 50 Did baisse his 
gleaue and well imbrace his shield. 

Embrace (embr^-s), v/ Forms; 4-5 Bit- 
brace, 4-6 embrase, 4- embrace. Also 5-6 im- 
brase, 6-8 imbrace. [ad. OF. embrace-r (F. em- 
brasser) =Pr. embrassar, It. imbracciare late L. 
Hmbracchiare, f. in- in + bracchiu/n (pi. bracchia 
see Brace jA 2 ) arm.] 

X. trans. To clasp in, the arms, usually as a sign of 
fondness or friendship. 

f 1386 Chaucer Sompn. T. 95 The frere . her embracith in 
his armes narwe. c 1430 Lonelich Grail App. 81 This 
lady . . him enbraced al in hire slepe. 1535 Stewart Cron. 
Scot. II. 268 The lordis . . Imbrasit thame that tyme full 
tenderly. 1535 Coverdale 2 Kings iv. 16 Aboute this tyme 
yf y° frute can lyue, thou Shalt enbrace a sonne. 1678 
Butler Hud. iii. i. 950 Lovers, when th' are fast In one 
another’s Arms embrac’d. 1845 Ford Spain § 1. 46 Many 
a Sancho. .is there fondling and embracing his ass. 
fig. £1386 Chaucer Pers.fr. r 193 The riche folk that 
embraceden and oneden al hire herte to tresor of this world 
shul slepe in, . death. 1635 A. Stafford Fem. Glory ( 1869) 
132 Worship .their Messias, and imbrace Him in their hearts. 
1698 Norris Pract. Disc. IV. 216 Let us . , Hug and Im- 
brace them [earthly things] never so dearly, 

b. Of sexual embraces. 

*599 Shaks. Much Ado iv. i. 50 You will say, she did im- 
brace me as a husband. x66o R. Coke Power <$* Snbj. 168 
On other days they [certain penitents} may eat any meat 
but flesh; and imbrace their own wedlock, 

f c. As the typical mode of salutation between 
friends ; to salute as a friend. Obs. 

X707 Frei nd Peterboro's Cond. Sp. x 74, I hope to embrace 
you in a few Days. 1747 Hoadley Susp. Husb. 1. iii. (1756) 
12 Any. , Friend of my Frankly's I am proud of embracing. 
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d. absol. (Chiefly with reciprocal sense.) 
c 1400 Rom. Rose 4820 Disordinat desiryng For to kissen 
& enbrace. 1483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 407/3 Thenne eche 
kyssed other and enbraced straytelye. 1596 Warner Alb. 
Eng. 11. xvi, 76 When they had imbraced Then Archigallo 
. . in Ebranks Towne was plac'd. 2667 Milton P. L. vm. 
636 Easier then Air with Air, if Spirits embrace, Total they 
mix. 27x9 Young Revenge iv. i. Two lovers in each other's 
arms, Embracing and embrac’d. 1855 Kingsley Heroes 
iv. (1868) 252 They loved each other, and embraced. 

2 . In various figurative uses. 

t a. To compass, gain (an object of desire). 

2475 Caxton Jason 20 b, A lady to sone abandonned and 
given ouer embracet.' not grete honour. 14.. Legendary 
Poem in Retrosp. Rtv. Nov. (1853) 102 With .. penaunce 
smerte They wene ther blys for to imbrase {printed un- 
brase], 

tb. To worship (a deity). Obs. 7 -are. 

X490 Caxton Eneydos viii. 37 Temples and aultres in 
whiche she sholde be enbraced and honowred as a goddesse. 

TO. To accept (a person) as a friend; to wel- 
come the services of (a person). 

1607 Shaks. Cor. iv. viz. xo He beares himselfe more proud- 
lier .. then I thought he would When first I did embrace 
him. a 1649 Drumm. of Hawth. Hist. Jas. V. Wks. (1711) 
83 He wrought himself. , to be imbraced as their friend. 
1607 Tourneur Rev. Trag. B 4 Wert thou as secret as 
thou’rt subtil. . I would embrace thee for a neere imploy- 
■ment. 1635 [cf. 1 a., fig.]. 

d. To accept gladly or eagerly ; also, in weaker 
sense, to accept ; now chiefly, to avail oneself of 
(an offer, opportunity, etc.). 

ct 399 Pol. Poems (1 859) II. 12 Y hope of king Henries 
grace, That he it is which schal the pes embrace. 1531 
Elyot Gov. i. ii. (2883) 11 The communes .. imbracinge a 
licence, refuse to be brydled, 1582 Earl Essex in Ellis 
Or ig. Lett. n. 2x3 III. 80, I can not but embrace with duty 
your Lordships good counsell. 1591 Shaks. x Hen. VI, 11, 

I. 13 Embrace we then this opportunity. 1646 Sir T. 
Browne Pseud. Ep. 1. viii. 32 The worke is ever to be em- 
braced, as containing the first description of poysons and 
their Antidotes. 1647 Sprigge Anglia Rediv. it. iv. (1854) 
X19 The general sent the prince word that he would embrace 
a parley. 1723 De Foe Voy. round World (1840) 189 The 
captain, .embraced this offer. x8x8 Jas. Mill Brit. India 
II. iv. iii. 107 One alternative; that of embracing the 
neutrality. 1839 W. Chambers Tour Holland 62/1, I will 
embrace the opportunity of making a few general remarks. 

e. To accept, submit to (.death, adverse for- 
tune) with resignation or fortitude. 

159X Shaks. Two Gent. v. iv. 126 Thurio give backe, or 
else embrace thy death. 1598 — - Merry W. v. v. 231 What 
cannot be eschew’d, must be embrac'd. X672 Cave Prim. 
Ckr. 1. x. in They readily embrace death. 1711 Shaftesb. 
Charac. (1737) II. 106 Even death it-self voluntarily im- 
brac’d. 1807 Lady Herbert Cradle L. vx. 137 Embracing 
with joy all its sufferings and privations. 

t f. To take to one’s heart, cultivate (a virtue, 
disposition, etc.). Obs. 

1393 Gower Con/. III. 143 He shulde of trouthe thilke 
grace With all his hole herte embrace. 1576 in Farr S. P. 
Eliz. (1845) II. 291 Of Christes flock let loue be so embraste. 
1623 Sir J. Stradling in Farr S. P. Jas. (1848) 232 What 
good peace (if we it imbrace) will doe vs, 

g. To adopt (a course of action, profession or 
calling, mode of life ). Formerly also, to take (a 
road or course in travelling). 

1639 Fuller Holy War xv. (1647) 22 They embraced 
severall courses through sundry countreys. 1635 — Ch. 
Hist. viii. 13 Captain Vaughan . , embraced the right-hand 
way towards Westminster. 1768 Goldsm. Good-n. Man 1. i, 
Being compelled .. to embrace a life you disliked. 1823 
Scott Quentin D, xv, What fiend possessed you to.. em- 
brace the trade of a damsel adventurous. 1871 Freeman 
Norm . Conq. IV. xvii. 89 The.. home of those. .who em- 
braced the monastic life. 

h. To adopt (a doctrine, opinions, religion, etc.); 
often with the notion 4 to accept joyfully’. Also, 
to attach oneself to (a party, cause, etc.). 

X 545 Brinklow Lament. (1874) 120 Repent and beleue the 
Gospell in embrasynge the same. 1553 Eden Treat. New 
Ind. (Arb.) 4r Foure of the greatest Ilandes embrased the 
Christian faith. 1646 E. F[isher] Mod. Divinity 71 This 
opinion was .. generally imbraced amongst them. x68i-6 

J. Scott Ckr. Life (1747' III. 269 By embracing Christ 
and his Doctrine, the believing Jews did not turn to a new 
Religion. 1720 Ozell Vertot's Rom. Rep . II. xiv. 334 
Caesar gave him the choice either to embrace his Party, or to 
continue his March. ^ 1743 J. Morris Sermons viii. 214 So 
may they . . heartily imbrace the truth. 1845 S. Austin tr. 
Ranke's Hist. Ref. I. 75 The two princes embraced . . dif- 
ferent parties. 1867 Smiles Huguenots Eng. iii. (1880) 38 
Palissy was not the only man of genius in France who em- 
braced the Reformed faith. 

t i. To take ( a matter) in hand ; to undertake. 
1393 Gower Conf Prol. 90 So wol I now this werke em- 
brace. 1552 Huloet Embrace anothers accion or title, 
Litem prop riant vel snam fa cere. 1597 Bacon Aw. Sutes 
(Arb.) 40 Some embrace Sutes, which neuer meane to deale 
effectually in them. 1670-1 Marvell Corn 183 Wks. (18 72-5) 
II. 374 The Duke .. had embraced this matter. i8i8Jas. 
Mill Brit. India II. v. vi. 559 When the wisdom of parlia- 
ment embraced the subject of the government of India. 

3 . To entwine, encircle, surround ; to clasp, en- 
close. lit. and Jig. 

013,60 Song of Mercy in E.E.P, (1862'' T22 Wormes blake 
wol vs enbrace. 14. . Purif Marie {Tundale's Vis. 130) 
The passyng joy that can hys hart enbrace. 1447 Bokenham 
Seyntys (1835) 44 b, Here that is of grace the welle Of hyr 
wombe sche [the mother of the Virgin Mary] dede enbrace. 
1535 Coverdale Song Sol. ii. 6 His right hande embraceth 
me. 1607 Shaks. Cor. v. ii. 7 You’l see your Rome em- 
brac’d with fire. 1704 ADDrsoN Italy (1733) 40 The whole 
Town redoubled Wails embrace. 1796 Withering Ar- 
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rangem. Brit. PL III. 56 Leaves arrow-shaped at the base # 
embracing the stem. 1802 Playfair Illustr. Hutton , The. 
298 It is on both sides firmly embraced by the whinstone. 
1884 Times (weekly ed. ) 29 Aug. 14/1 The woods, embracing 
lawns and sloping corn fields. 

fb. Of an event: V To lay bold upon, touch 
(the heart). Obs. 7 -are. 

c 1430 Lydgate Bochas ’ Falles of Princes II. xxvi. (1554) 
62 This auenture . . The heart of Cyrus gan^ somewhat ea- 
brace And caused him for to be piteous Ageine Cresus. 

t c. intr. To wrap, circle about. Obs. 

1378 Lyte Dodoens 388 The blacke I vie . , groweth upon 
trees and hedges, about the whiche it embraceth. 

4 . Of things : To include, contain, comprise. 
So of persons: To include or comprise in. 

1697 Dryden Virg. Georg. 11. 60 Not that my Song . . So 
large a Subject fully can embrace. 1825 Cobbett Rur. 
Rides 408 Thus the two classes embrace all legitimate mer- 
chants. 1846 Prescott Ferd. <£• Is. II. xix. x8i The other 
productions of this indefatigable scholar embrace a large 
circle of topics, i860 Tyndall Glac. 1. § 4. 33 The time 
occupied . . embraced about five whole days. 1885 F. Tem- 
ple Relat. Relig. Sc. vii._ 196 Some of these events . . are 
substantive facts embraced in the message delivered. Mod. 
It is impossible to embrace all the cases in a single formula. 

5 . To take in with the eye or the mind ; also 
with these as subject. 

1831 Brewster Newton (1855) II. xxiv. 356 The. .distance 
. . which his eye can embrace on the surface of the earth. 
1853 H. Rogers Eel. Faith 308 Religious truth... is em- 
braced by the understanding. x8 77 E. Conder Bas. Faith 
ii. 69 The infinite . . the intellect can seize though not em- 
brace. 1884 Times ^weekly ed.) 19 Sept. 5/3 You embrace 
the whole broad panorama of wood and water. 

Embrace (embr^s), w. 3 Law. [apparently a 
back-formation from the agent-noun Embracer 2 .] 
trans. To attempt to influence (a juryman, etc.) 
corruptly and illegally. Also absol. 

*475 Bk. Noblesse 77 Also there to embrace and rule 
among youre pore. 1591 Lambarde Arch. (1635) 202 That 
if any person shall (for his owne gaine) embrace any June 
or Inquest. 1769 Blackstone Comm. IV. 140 The punish- 
ment for the person embracing is by fine and imprisonment. 
1809 in Tomlins Law Diet. 

fEmbra'Ce, vfi Obs. Also 4 imbrace, 6 
enbrace, -se. [f. En- + Brace sbfi] tra 7 is. To 
•fix with a brace or buckle ; to fasten, fit close. 

[Perh. suggested by a misapprehension of Embrace eO] 

? c 1475 Sqr. lowe Degre 227 in Ritson Met. Rom. III. 
154 Your plates unto your body shal be jenbraste. 1509 
Hawes Past. Pleas, xxvii. lxv, And to his legge he my 
stede enbraced. 1596 Spenser F. Q. ii. i. 26 Who .. His 
warlike armes about him gan embrace. 

Embraceable (embr^-sab’l), a. [f. Embrace 
zl 2 + -able.] Capable of being embraced ; in- 
viting an embrace. 

1841 Hor. Smith Moneyed Matt II. ii. 40 Fortune ! in- 
stant, tangible, embraceable, Fortune ! 1879 W. Collins 
My Ladys Money iv, The men., finding it [her figure] 
essentially embraceable, asked for nothing more. 

Hence Embra’ceably adv. t in a manner that 
invites an embrace. 

1857 W. Collins Dead Secret (x86i) 31 A little too much 
incl.ned to be embraceably plump. 

Bmbra’ced, ppl. aL [f. Embrace v . 2 + -ed.] 
In various senses of the vb. 

1596 Shaks. Merck. V. 11. viii. 52 And quicken his em- 
braced heauinesse. 1599 Thynne Anirnadv. Ded., Of that 
most excellente and yet embraced Custome. 1654 Cod- 
rington tr. Hist. Ivstine 331 With her own body she pro- 
tected the embraced bodies of her children. 

33 mbra*ce&, ppl a 2 Her. [f. Embrace vfi * 
-ed.] Braced together, tied or bound together, 

t Bmbra'Celet. Obs. 7 -are— \ In 6 enbrace- 

lett. = Bracelet. 

1533-9 T. St. Aubyn in Lisle Papers XIII. 96 Thanks 
for your token mine enbracelett. 

Bmbracement (embr^*sment). Also 6-7 im-. 
[f. Embrace v. + -ment ; or a. OF. emhracement r 
F. embrasseme 7 it : see Embrace v 2 ] The action 
of embracing. 

1 . An enfolding in the arms — Embrace sb. 1. 

1485 Caxton St. Wenefr, 2, I . . desyred the to be ioyned- 
to myn enbracementes. 1591 Harington OrLFur. xxrn. vii, 
She . . went to him. . With words, .and with embra cements. 
1598 Yong Diana 138 If thou knewest from whom this 
irabracement came. 1650 Howell Revolutions in Naples 
03 Masaniello, prostrating himself at the feet of the Viceroy, 
he kiss'd his knee, after which embracement, etc. 1670 
Milton Hist. Eng. 1. Wks. (1851) 22_Conuvenna. - after im- 
bracements and teares, assails him with. . a motherly power. 
1730 Welton Suffer. Son. of God I. viii. 176 Since 1 have 
shunn'd thy Dear JEmbracements, O Thou my Soul's 
Bridegroom. 1829 J. Wilson in Blackiu. Mag. XXV. 553 
Embracements that blended spirit with spirit! c 1850 
N eale Hymns East Ch. 52 Embrace me with the last 
embracement. 

b. fig. 

1599 Sandys Europse Spec. (1632) 192 To the end that . . 
they might, .cast them selves, .into the armes and embrace- 
ments of Spaine for safeguard. 1658 R. Franck North. 
Mem. (1821) 2i Him that throws vertue into the embrace- 
ments of vice. 1677 Gilpin Dsemonol. (1867) 96 They., 
consider not that they have received into their embracement 
another [temptation]. 

c. tf-arnf. in certain occasional uses. 

1580 Sidney Arcadia 70 [The bear] being ready to giue 
me .a shrewd embracement. 1842 Fraser's Mag . XXVI, 
480 Take a wide embracement of the water towards you, 
one good armful will bring you round directly. 
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f 2 . What one takes in hand, an undertaking. 
Cf. Embrace vP 2 h. 

1630 Naunton Fragm. Reg. (Arb.) 37 [Sir Francis Wal- 
singham] was one of the great aliayes of the Austerian 
embracements,_ a 1662 Heylin Laud n. 506 Some . . com- 
plained, that his Embracements were too large and general. 
8. A clasping, encircling, closely surrounding. 
1626 Bacon Sylya § 58 The Farts in Mans body easily 
reparable, as Spirits, Bloud, and Flesh, die in the Embrace- 
ment of the Parts hardly reparable, as Bones, N ernes and 
Membranes. 1622-62 Heylin Cosmogr. 1. (1682) 80 Ra- 
venna, situate in the embracement of two Rivers. 2850 
Blackie Msckylusl. 95 Quick, each hand with sure ein- 
bracement hold the dagger by the hilt ! 

b. fig. An embracing or taking in with the eye 
or the mind. 

1599 Davies Tmmort . Soul 23 Nor can her wide Em- 
bracements filled bee. 1837 How itt Fur. Lifev. in. (1862) 
386 Their intellectual vision widened to the embracement 
of the universe. 

4 . fig. An approving acceptance (of a doctrine, 
religion, etc.) ; a cheerful acceptance (of some- 
thing offered). 

* 535 '.in Strype Reel. Mem. I. App. Ixiii. 157 Affection to- 
wards the favorable embraseruent of Gods word. 16x1 
Speed Hist. Gt. Brit. vn. ix. 11632) 242 The Conuersion of 
the Northumbrians to the imbracement of Christian Reli- 
gion. 1 666 G. Alsop Maryland (1869) 89 What Destiny 
has ordered I am resolved, .to subscribe to, and with a con- 
tented imbracement enjoy it. 17x3 Beveridge Priv. Th. 
n.106 Their Wills in the Embracement of the Chiefest Good. 

Embracement, var. f. Kmbrasement, Obs. 
Embracer 1 (embriFi'SM), Also 6 imb~. [f. 
Embrace vP + -er.J One who embraces. 

1 . One who clasps (a person) in his arms. 

a 1794 Sir W. Jones Songs Jayadeva (Rj, Bashful at 
first, she smiles at length on her embracer. 1839 Dickens 
Nick. Nick, xxx, Performed by the embracer’s laying his 
or her chin on the shoulder of the object of affection. 1883 
Norris Adrian Vidal II. 302 Adrian was the embracer 
whom his wife had seen. 

2 . One who adopts (a doctrine, religion, etc.), or 
takes up (a line of conduct, etc.). 

1547 Bauldwin Mor. Philos, in. Hi, Embracers of their 
owne aduice. 1598 Yong Diana 331 Imbracers of all kinde 
of vice. x6xx Speed Hist. Gt. Brit. vi. xviii. 100 You per- 
secute to the death all the Embracers of that Profession. 
1674 Consul. Peace § Goodin. Prot. 13 'The afflicted Nether- 
landers, embracers of the same Religion She professed. 

Embracer 2 (embr^soi). Law. Forms : 5 
ymbrasour, 6 enbraeer, 6-9 embrace or, 6- 
embraeer. [a. AF., OF .embraceor, -^^ insti- 
gator, 4 boutefeu, ou qui par male signification 
duyt autre a mal faire* (Gloss cited by Godef.), 
f. embraser lit 1 to set on fire’, Embrase v. ; for 
the development of meaning cf. Entice v. The 
word was used in the statute 38 Edw. Ill, st. 11. 
<pap. 12, which provides penalties for les embra- 
ceours d ernes ner ou procurer tie lx enipiestes , i. e. 
those who instigate to bring about such (fraudu- 
lent) inquests as have been previously referred to in 
the act. The contextual meaning of the word in 
this passage seems to have become its technical 
sense ; hence, by back-formation, Embrace z/.s] 
One who attempts to influence a jury corruptly. 
*495 Act xi Hen. VII, c. 24 Preamb., Unlawfull maynten- 
ours, ymbrasours and JFurrours. 1502 Arnolde Chron. (x8i 1) 
90 Enbraeer of questis or other comon mysdoers. 1581 
Lambarde Siren, hi. L (1588) 3x3 The same Justices shall 
also certifie the names of the maintainours and embracers. 
1398 Kitchin Courts Leet (1675 411 Embraceor is he which 
comes to the Bar with the party, and speaks in the matter, 
or is there to overlook the Jury, or to put them in fear, 1607 
CowEL Interpr. s, v. Decies tantum, It lieth also against 
embracers that procure such an enquest (by suborning a 
jury). 1697 View Penal Laws 312 If the Juror or Em- 
bracer have not whereof to make gree, he shall suffer a 
years imprisonment. 1809 Tomlins Law Diet. s. v., If the 
party himself instruct a juror, or promise any reward for 
his appearance, then the party is likewise an embraceor. 

t Embra cer 5 . Obs. [f. Embrace vA] He 
who or that which braces or fastens ; a brace, bond. 

1548 Hall Chron. Hen. VI, an. 2 (R.) Affinitie is an em- 
bracer of amitie. 

Embracery (embr^'sgri). Law. Forms : 5 
enbraeiarie, ymbracery, 6-7 em-, imbraeerie, 
-braserie, 5- embracery. [f. AF. embraceour 
Embracer 2 : see - ry.] 

The offence of an embracer; the offence of in- 
fluencing a jury illegally and corruptly. 

1430 J. P aston Lett. 1 . 145 To enquere, here and determ yn 
all. .embraceries. 1487 Act 3 Hen. VII, c. 1 § 1 By enden- 
tur, promyses, othes, writyng or otherwise, enbraciaries of 
his subgettes. 1398 Kitchin Courts Leet (16751 4°9 One 
skilled in the Law, may give the evidence for his Fee to 
the Jury, and it is no imbracery. 1617 in Rymer Fcedera 
(17x0) XVII, 32 Imbraseries, oppressions. 1670 Vaughan 
in PhcenL r 1x7211 1 . 423 Unless Imbracery, Subornation, or 
the, like were join’d. 1808 Bentiiam Sc. Reform 72 To the 
same Jury not so well, on account of the danger or suspi- 
cion of embracery, and so forth. 1887 Times 31 Mar, 3/5 
The plaintiff, .was charged, .with the offence of embracery. 

Embracing (embr^i-siq I, vbl. sb. 1 [f. Em- 
brace vA + -ing 1 .] The action of the vb. Em- 
brace in its various senses. 

c 1386 Chaucer Pers. T. ? 870 To ben a clene widewe, and 
to eschiewe the embrasynges of men. 14. . Epiph. (Tun- 
dale's Vis. 113' And all the enbrasyngof the goodly cheyne. 
1474 Caxton Chesse 11. ii, She shold sitte on the lift side of 


f the kyng for the .. enbrasynges of her husbond. *355 
Fardle Faciousn. i. 112 Thei absteine fro the embrasinges 
neither of sister ne’mother. 1563-87 Foxe A. <$• M. (1596) 
130/1 His nobles . . he did allure to the inibrasing of good 
letters. 1366, Gascoigne Supposes Wks. (1587) 11 Fare- 
well .. the kind imbracings. 1643 Prynne Sov. Power 
Pari. 1. (ed. 2) 7 The embracing of the Protestant Religion, 
1719 De Foe Crusoe (1840) I. xiii. 223 Eager embracings 
of the object. 2827 Pollok Course T. v, The kind em- 
bracings of the heart. 

Embracing (embr^-sig), vbl.sbP Law. [f. 
Embrace = Embracery. 

2493 Act xx Hen. VII, c. 25 Pream., Mayntenaunce, em- 
brasyng, champertie and corrupcion. 

Embra cing, ppl. a. [f. Embrace vP + -ing 2 ] 
That encircles, surrounds, or encloses.’ 

1590 Spenser F. Q. ii. xii. 54 A porch . . Archt over head 
with an embracing vine. x6zx G, S andys Ovid's Met. 11. 
(1626) 2X The Land-imbracing Sea. 1863 E._ Neale Anal. 
Th. <§* Nat. 98 The all-embracing Divine Being. 

Hence Umbra cingOy adv. t in, an embracing 
manner: a. as one or as those who embrace; 
b. with wide comprehension, comprehensively. 
Embraxingness, the quality of that which em- 
braces or comprehends ; comprehensiveness. 

1825 Blackw. Mag. XVIII. 451 ’Tween whose soft breasts 
lie nestling fervent love And maiden modesty embracingly. 
1850 Lynch Tkeo. i'rin.y. 78, I knelt before her half em- 
bracingly. 2872 Contemp. Rev. XX. 823 The absoluteness 
which means all-embracingness. 1882 Mabel Collins Cob- 
webs III. 151 The wide embracinguessofhis stern cruelty. 
Embraeive (embriFi-siv), a. nonce-wd. [irregu- 
larly f. Embrace v. + -ive.] Given to or fond of 
embracing ; embracing demonstratively. 

2833 Thackeray Newcames 11869) II. x *x, Not less kind. . 
though less expansive and embraeive, was Madame de 
Montcontour to my wife. 

t Embrai*d, vA Obs. Forms: 5 enbrayde, 
6 en~, embraid, -brayde. Also 6 imbraid, 
-braied, -brayd. [f. En- + Braid vP ; cf. Abraid 
vP] trans. To upbraid, taunt, mock ; const, of, 
with. Also, to reproach one with, ‘ cast in one’s 
teeth*. 

1481 Caxton Or at. G. Flamineus Fvii, in Tully of Old 
Age My lytil feelde of the which I amenbrayded by Cornell 
shal. suffise for our dayly lyuelode. 1531 Elyot Gov. (1580) 
16 He was of his enimies eihbrayded, and called a schoole 
master. 1540 Morysine tr. Vines' Introd. IVysd. Pref., 
Never imbraidinge benefites gyven and paste. 1348 Hall 
Chron. <1809)265 To imbrayd him with the pleasure that he 
had done for Trim. 1373 TVsser Husb. (1878) 205 If ye be 
friends embraid me not. 1582 Bentley Mon. Matrones 11. 13 
With . . words, which I knowe to be foolish . . I imbraided 
thee. 

t Embrai d, vP Obs. Forms : 5 enbrayd, 6 
embraid, -brade, embread. [f. En- + Braid v. 1 ] 
trans. a. To fasten or sew on like braid, b. 
To plait or braid ; to interlace, intertwine. 

Hence Embrarding vbl. sb. 

1491 Caxton Vitas Patr. (W. de W.) 1. xlix. (1495) 95 b, 
[Hej lyued by enbraydynge and weuynge of cordes of Jonkes. 
1523 Skelton Garl. Laurel 789 The saumpler to sow on, 
the iacis to enbraid. 1345 Raynold Womans Booke 18 
They [the vessels] begynne to entermyngle, enbrade, and 
enterlade each other. 1596 Spenser F. Q. hi. vi. 18 Her 
golden lockes . . in tresses bright h mbreaded were. 

f Embrai’d, vP Obs. rare- 1 . In (? 5) 6 em- 
brayde. [f. En- + Braid vP ; see Abraid.] trans. 
* Abraid, to arouse, 

1430 Lydg. Troy v. xxxv H. (1555'' Pelleus . . gan . . Pirrhus 
to. . enbrayde [15x3 abrayde] out of his deadly thoughte. 

Embrail : see Em- prefix . 
t Embrake, v. Obs. Also 6 enbrake. [f. 
En- + Brake trans. To lead into a brake or 
snare, entangle. 

1542 Udall Erasm. Apoph. 286 Enbraked in the middes 
of those mortalle streights. 1599 Nashe Lent. Stnffe 65 
Hee would .. hamper and embrake her in those mortal 
straights for her disdain. 

t Embra nched, ppl . a. Obs. rare. [f. En- + 
Branch sb. r -ED ; OF. had emb ranch! in same 
sense.] Furnished with branches. 

CX595 J. Dickenson Sheph . CompL (1878) o Vnder an 
Arboret embranched wide, This.. swaine. . did lie. 

Embranchment (embra-njment). [f. as prec. 
•f -MENT : cf. Fr. embranchementf] A branching off 
or out, as of an arm of a river, a spur of a moun- 
tain-range ; concr. a branch, ramification Also fig. 
1830 Lyei.l Princ. Geol. 1 . 194 The lateral embranchments 
of the main valley of the Rhone. 1836 Dove Logic Chr. 
Faith vi. § 6. 405 Human life is divided into two embranch- 
ments. 1862 G. P. Scrope Volcanoes 365 Several embranch- 
ments or strings ofconoidal hills. 1876 Quain Elem. A nat. 
fed. 81 II, 157 The sympathetic set of nerves is a mere., 
embranchment of the cerebro-spinal system. 1877 Clery 
Min. Tact, x iv. zox The point of embranchment [of the 
road] was screened by a ridge, 
t IJmbra nd, V. Obs. Also 7 imbrand ; pa. 
pple. embrant. [f. En- + Brand v.] trans. To 
brand, stigmatize ; to impress (a stigma). 

1604 Daniel Fun. Poem Earl Devonshire Our own fame 
.. Will be imbranded with the mark of blame. 1623 W. 
Lisi.e Du Bartas, Noe 2 The Rogues passport embrant 
between his brows. 

Embrangle, imbrangle (em-, imbrarqg’l), 
v. [f. En-, In- + Brangle v. ] trans. To entangle, 
confuse, perplex. 

1664 Butler Hud. 11. ili. x9 In knotted Law, like Nets . , 


they are imbrangled. r.689 Trial, Pritchard v. Papillon 
6 Nov, 1684, 26 These things, .imbrangled by our Factions 
and Divisions. 1710 Berkeley Print. Human Knowl. 1 
§ 98, I am.. embrangled in inexplicable difficulties. x8xx* 
Coleridge Lett, in J. P. Collier's 7 Lectures\ 1856) 57 The 
perplexities with which . ; I have been thorned and em- 
brangled. 1872 Morley Voltaire ii. ,ed. 2) 62 Physical 
explanations . . were imbrangled with . . metaphysics. 

: Embranglement (embrag'ijg’lment). [f.prec. 
+ -ment.] 1 he action of the- vb. Embrangle, or 
the result of such action ; entanglement, compli- 
cation, confusion. 

1806-7 J* Beresford Miseries Hum. .Life .(1826) Post. 
Groans No. 9 The entanglements and embranglements of 
the latter [her feet], in her endless train. X839 T. Hook in 
New Monthly Mag. LV. 434 All these embranglements 
conduced very much to the pleasure which the Duke an- 
ticipated. 1861 Times 22 Feb. 9 Under the control of Par- 
liament there would be no such embranglement. 

Embrant, pa. pple. of Embrand v ., Obs. 
t Embra-se, V. Obs. Also 5 enbrace, em- 
brass, 6 enbrase, 7 Sc. ^ embrayis. [a. F . em- 
drase-r , f. en in + *brase , braise hot charcoal.] 

1. trans. To set on fire. 

1480 Caxton Ovid's Met. xiv. i, Ethna, the hye montayne 
Embrased w c fyre of helle. 1379 Fenton Guicciard. xiii. 
(1599) 607 The powder, .being embrased of the fire. 

2. fig. To inflame with passion, etc. 

1483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 88/1 Saynt Nicholas enbraced 
with the loue Of god sette hym hardyly ayehst the righter. 
1490 — Eneydos xiv. 50 Her grete desire embrasid wyth 
the swete flamme of loue. a 1605 Montgomerie Bankis 
Helicon 102 Hir turning beawtie dois embrayis My breist. 
Hence f Embra*sing///. a. 

1502 Ord. Crysten Men (W. de Worde) iv. xxi. (1506) 242 
For fere of theues or of the enbrasynge tyre. 

t Embra-sement. Obs. [a F. embrasement : 
see Embrase v. and -ment.] A burning, confla- 
gration ; lit. and I fig. 

1483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 249/4 He ouercam thembrace- 
meutes of the fyre of helle. 

Embrassa-de. fare~ x . [a. Fr. embrassade, f. 
embrasser to Embrace.] A process of embracing. 

1830 Miss Mitford Our Village Ser. 4 (1863) 269 Miss 
Laura made a speech in her usual style, .at the conclusion 
of which Miss Barbara underwent an embrassade. 

t Embrasure, sbP Obs. rare. [f. Embrace vP 
+ -URE.] = Embrace. 

1606 Shaks. Tr. $ Cr. iv. iv. 39 Preuents Our lock't em- 
brasures. 

Embrasure (embr^ili), sbP Also em- 
braznre. [a. F. embrasure (16th c.), f. embraser 
* to slate or chamfret off the jaumbes of a door or 
window* (Cotgr.), synon. with braser (Cotgr.) 
and the mod.F. ebraserl] 

1. A slanting or bevelling in the sides of an 
opening to a wall for a window or door, so that 
the inside profile of the window is larger than that 
of the outside. 

*753 Chambers Cycl. Supply Embrasure , in architecture, 
an enlargement of the gap, or aperture of a door, or window, 
within-side the wall. 1832 in Webster. 1838 Carlyle 
Fredk. Gt. <186511 II. vn. vii. 329 They put me in a chair 
in the embrasure of a window. 1879 Sir G. Scott Leet. 
Archit I. x8i The spreading or embrasure of the jambs 
increases the openings inwards. 

2. Mil. An opening widening from within made 
in an epaulement or parapet for the purpose of 
allowing a gun to be fired through it. 

1702 Milit. Diet., Embrasures, the Gaps or Loopholes, 
left open in a Parapet for the Cannon to fire through. 
1790 Beatson Nav. § Mil. Mem. I. 47 Setting himself 
close to the wall under an embrasure. 1813 Scott Rokeby 
v. xxxiv, The eye could count each embrazure. 1863 King- 
lake Crimea (1877) III ; *• I2 4 Riding straight at one of the 
embrasures [he] leapt his grey Arab into the breastwork, 
b. A port-hole for the same purpose in a ship. 
1759 Falconer go-Gnn Ship 43 Guns . . From dread em- 
brazures formidably peep. x88x [see 3], 

8. attrib. 

1809 Naval Chron. XXII. 514 An embrasure battery of 
four guns. x88x Daily News 29 Aug. 3/4, I . . jumped down 
on the embrasure port. 

Embrasure (embr^ffuy trans . To fur- 
nish with embrasures. Hence Embra'sttredA^/. a. 

1805 Naval Chron. XIII. 500 The Fort . . being com- 
pletely embrazured. 1833 Blackw. Mag. LXX 1 V. 73 He 
would have rushed to Paris, embrasured the walls. 1877 
Mrs. H. King Disciples Ugo Bassi iv. (ed. 3) 160 The mud 
embankments, the embrasured walls. 

Embrave (embr^-v), V Also enbrave. [f. 
En- + Brave a dj.\ trans. To make brave, 
d*!. To adorn splendidly ; to embellish, beau- 
tify. Cf. Brave 2. Obs. 

1579 SpeNser Sheph. Cal. Nov. 109 The faded flowres her 
corse embraue. x6xo G. Fletcher Christ's Viet, in* ii, 
And with their verdure his white head embraves. *736 
W. Thompson Nat. xvi. 9 Each with circling gold embraved 
had his head. 

2. To inspire with bravery, render courageous. 
1648 Jos. Beaumont Psyche xvii. Argt f R.V Psyche, em- 
brav’d by Cbaris’s generous flame, c 1874 Punshon Wil- 
berforce 11 Natures . . have been enbraved into the very 
heroism of sacrifice when the trial came. 

Embrawd : see Embrowd. 

Embrayis, Sc. form of Embrase, Obs. 
Embrazure : see Embrasure. 
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EMBROIDERY. 


+ Embrea'Ch, V- Mil. Oh. Also 6 Imbrech.. 
[f. En- + Breach sb.] a. intr. To enter a breach, 
b. trans.. To make a breach in. 

1581 Styward Martial Discipl. i. 38 Imbrech be with his 
ensigne advancing with the foremost. 1610 Holland Cam - 
den's Brit. 1. 379 New walles, which, .time doth force, and 
as it were embreach with his assault, 
f Embrea*d, v. nonce-wd. In 6 enbread. [f. 
En- + Bread.] trans. To convert into, or incor- 
porate in, bread. 

1548 Geste Pr. Masse 86 Why then shuld it [the godhede] 
be adjudged enbreaded for hys presence in the breade. 
Embread, var. of Em braid v% 
Embreastment (embre*stment). ’I nonce-wd. 
[f. En- + Breast + -ment.] A breast-like swell- 
ing of the ground. 

1799 Coleridge in New Monthly Mag. (1835I XLV. 219 
A green plain, which heaved up and down in hillocks and 
embreastments of earth. 

Bsnbreatlie (embrrti), v. Also 5-6 en- 
breathe, -brethe. See also Imbreathe, In- 
breathe. [f. En- + Breathe v.] 

1 . trans. To breathe (something) into ; to inspire 
(a person) with. Also, to give breath to. 

a 1529 Skelton Dethe Erie Northumberl. 15 7 Enbrethed 
with the blast of influence deuyne. 1548 Gest Pr. Masse 
86 The holy ghost is accompted enbreathed for that he was 
presented in Christes breathe. 1599 T. M[oufet] Silk- 
•worries 1 What breth embreath’d these almost thingles 
things. ax6 12 Broughton Wks. III. 728 To embreath 
into your My. the speech, .condemned. 

2 . To breathe in, inhale. In quot.^. 

18. . M. Arnold Poems , Heine’s Grave , May’st thou the 
rapture of peace Deep have embreathed at its core. 

Hence Embrea-tbing vbl. sb . 

1548 Gest Pr. Masse 86 Wrytten by the enbrethinge of 
the holy ghost. 

Bmlbrea'tliement. rare— 1 , [f. prec. +-ment.] 
*= Inspiration. 

1854 W. Lee Inspiration i. 19 The immediate suggestion, 
embreathment, and dictation of the Holy Ghost. 
Bmbreech : see Em- prefix. 
tBmbre've, V. Oh. In 3 en-, ambreve. [ad. 
OE. embrevcr , corresp. to med L. imbrevidre Im- 
breve v. y f. in- in + breve : see Breve, Brief sb.] 
trans. To make a formal entry of ; to inscribe. 

c 1225 Ancren Riwle 344 Nis non so Intel ]ring of ]?eos j>et 
)je deouel naue)? enbreued [v.r. ambreued] on his rolle. 
c 1240 Saivles IVarde in Colt. Horn. 249 His boc j>at is on 
euch sunne enbrev. 

Embrew, obs. form of Imbrue. 
t Embri'dle, v. Oh. rare. In 6 enbridle. 
[f. En- + Bridle jA] trans. To restrain as with 
a bridle. 

1583 Golding Calvin on Denteron. lxiL 1003 Threat- 
nings whereby God woulde . . holde vs enbridled. 
Rmlbrigade (era bright! ), v. rare . • [ad. Fr. 
embrigader , f. en - + brigade.] To form into a bri- 
gade ; fig., to form into an organized body. 

1884 Times 2 Feb. 9 The entire nobility are embrigaded 
into an official hierarchy. 

t Embri'glit, v. Oh. [f. En- + Bright a.] 
trans. To render bright. Hence Embri*gh.ted 
ppl. a. 

1598 Sylvester Du Bartas 1. iv. (1641) 37 So doth the 
glorious lustre Of radiant Titan, with his beams embright 
Thy gloomy Front. 1766 J. Cunningham Death late Map. 
xxx, Mercy.. Through the embrighted air ascendant flies. 
Rmbrrgliten, V. Also 7 imbrighten. [f. 
En- + Bright a. + -en.] trans. — Brighten. 
Hence Embrrghtening ppl. a. 

1610 G. Fletcher Christ’s Triumph xvi, Whose gar- 
ment imbrightned into heau’nly flame. 1652 E. Ben- 
Lowes_ Theophila 22 Embrightmng our knowledge. Ibid. 
v. xcvi, Like duskie atoms in the suns embrightning ray. 
1855 R. C. Singleton tr. Virgil II. 315 Even Messapus’s 
embrightening helm. 

t Emterng. Obs. rare. In 4 pa. t. embron^te. 
Cf. Imbring. [f. En- + Bring v.] trans. To 
bring in. 

c 1325 Floriz tf Bl. (Hauskn.) 863 (Auchinl. MS.) And gaf 
him here malisoun J?at so fele floures embrou3te on honde. 
t Embroca'do. Obs. Also 7 imbrocado. 
[corrupt form of Imbrocoata, as if Spanish: see 
-ADO.] A pass or thrust in fencing. 

? c 1600 Distracted Entp. iv. ii, in Bullen Old Plays III, 
233 Favorytts are not without their steccados, imbrocados, 
and pun[to]-reversos. 1607 Dekker Knts. Conjur. (1842) 
16 Hee. .taught him [Cayn] that embrocado by which he 
kild his brother. *613 Withers Abuses Stript $ VVhipii. 
v, They are for nothing' but the Imbrocado. 

+ Embroca*do, v. Oh. rare. [f. En- + brocado 
— Brocade, q. v.] trans. ? To adorn with brocade 
work. Hence Embroca*doing vbl. sb. (fig.). 

1677 Feltham Resolves 11. Ixxxiv. (ed 10) 339 What are all 
..theembellishings, the embrocadoings of Fortune to us. 

Embrocate (e-mbrdk^t), V. Med. Also 7 em- 
brochate, imbrocate. [f. med.L. embrocat- ppl. 
stem of embrocdre, f. embrochai see Embroch.] 
trans. To bathe or foment (a part of the body) 
with liquid, in order to remove or mitigate disease. 

1612 Woodall Surg. Mate Wks. (1653) 303 In Wounds of 
Gun-shot . . Embrocate often. 1655 Culpepper Riverius v. i. 
125 The Tongue may be embrochated with Oxymel. 1689 
Moyle Sea Chyrurg. n. vi. 49 When you have imbrocated 


all about with Oyl of Roses. 2722 Douglas in Phil. Trans. 
XXXII. 85, I embrocated all the Abdomen .. with warm 
Ol. Chamaemel. 1815 Byron Lett, to Moore 12 June, He 
has been embrocated. 1856 Kane Arct. Expl. II. xxv. 252. 

Embrocation (embn?k<?i-Jbn). Med. Also 7 
embroehation. [n. of action £ med.L. embrocdre ; 
see prec. and -ation.] 

+ 1 . The action of embrocating. Obs. 

1543 Traheron Vigo’s Chirurg. (.1586) 437 It is an embro- 
cation when we drop down liquor from a hyer place upon 
some part of the bodie. 1634 T. Johnson Parey's Chirurg . 
xxvi xxx. (1678) 650 An Embroche or Embrocation, is a 
watering. 

2 . A liquid used for bathing or moistening any 
diseased part ; now usually restricted to those ap- 
plied by rubbing ; a liniment. 

16x0 Barrough Meih. Physick 1. ii. (1639^ 4 Embrocations 
(that is, decoctions made of certaine things to powre upon 
any member). 1748 Smollett Rod. Rand, xxviii, He 
bathed the doctors face with an embrocation. 1831 Brew- 
ster Nat. Magic i. 3 Drugs and soporific embrocations. 

t Embro*cll(e, sb. Obs. Also 6 embroeha. 
[ad. med.L. embrocka, ad. Gr. €/j.( 3 poxi) lotion, 
related to kfxfipex €iv to steep, foment, f. kv in + 
Ppe\€iv to wet (as with rain).] = Embrocation 2. 

1585 Lloyd Treas. Health $ Embrocha is when the 
membre is_ washed gentilly wyth a sponge clypt in the decoc- 
tion of diuerse herbes. 1605 Daniel Queen’s Arcadia, 
Strange Speech Of . . Embroches, Lixives, Cataplasmes. 
1657 Tomlinson Renou's Disp. 192 An Embroche or Irri- 
gation is compounded of Simples, 
t Embro clie, vh Oh. rare- 1 , [f. prec. ; or ad. 
OF. embrockier or med.L. embroc()i)dre.] trans . 
*= Embrocate. 

1 S75 Turberv. Bk. Venerie 367 Washing and embroching 
the dogges throate. .with vinegar. 

t Embroxlie, v.' 1 Obs. rare. Also 7 em- 
broach. [f. En- + Broche v.] trans. To stitch 
on by way of ornament. 

x6ix Speed Hist. Gt. Brit. vn. vxi. (1632) 228 Precious 
Gemmes, embroched in the Celebrating Vestures. 1697 
Observ. Money $ Coin 5 Besides precious Gems Embroach’d 
upon the Celebrating Vestments, 
t Embro’clie, v.s Oh. In 5 enbroche. [ad. 
F. embroche-r } f. en- (see En-) + broche Broach sb. 
spit.] trans . To put on a skewer or spit. 

c 1420 Liber Cocorum (1862) 34 Kostyf of motone . . En- 
brochyd shal be. Ibid. 35 Fysshe thou schalle enbroche. 

Embroglio, bad form of Imbroglio. 

1826 Scott Woodst. xx, Out of a cursed embroglio during 
the attack on Brentford. x868 Morn. Star 2 Jan. 
f Embrord, V. Obs. rare . [f. En- + Broid v.] 
trans. To entwine, braid. 

I S73 Tvvyne PEneid x. Ddiijb, Gold embroyding bynds 
their docks. 

t Embroi'der, sb. Oh. rare- 1 , [f. prec. (in 
sense of next : cf. Broid v. and OF. embroder) + 
-ER.] = Embroiderer. 

1609 Holland A mm. Marcel. 12 Close vnto the front of 
the_ chariot marcheth all the sort of weavers and em- 
broiders. 

Embroider (embrordui), V. Forms: 5 en- 
browder, -brouder, (onbrouder), embrawdre, 
5-7 embr other, 6 enbroder, enbrauder, em- 
brouder, 7 embroder, embroader, embroyder, 
7- embroider. Also 5-6 imbrowder, 6 imbrotber, 
imbrodur, imbroyder, 6-7 imbroder, 7 im- 
brayder, 7-8 imbroider. [f. En- + Broider ; cf. 
OF. embroder.] 

1 . trans. To ornament with needlework ; to 
work in needlework upon cloth, etc. Also absol. 

14.. Epiph. ( Tundale’s Vis. 114) Yor quene .. Of no 
devyse enbrowdyrd hath hir wede. C1420 Chron. Vilod. 
572j?is palle enbroudryd w 1 gold so rede. 1475 Inv. Goods 
in Rep. Comm. Hist. MSS. 1. 555 A cloth of blac worstede. . 
with a whyte crosse imbrowderyd in v placis. 1483 Caxton 
Gold. Leg. 331/2 A noble woman.. was desyred tembrawdre 
certayne garmentes. 1494 Househ. Ord. 125 Above the 
opening, .to bee embrothered the Kings and Queens armes. 
x$2x Mem. Ripon (1882) I. 183 With S. George on horsbake 
uppon the brest of the said abbit inbrowdend. 1552 Inv. 
Ch. Goods Norwich in Norfolk A rchoeol. (1865) VII. 31 
Twoo coopes of white damaske embroudered w l Lillypotts. 
1555 Eden Decades IV. Ind. ( Arb.) 197 Buskynnes. .im- 
brothered with gold, c 1595 J. Dickenson Skeph. Compl. 
(1878) 21 A faire hearse curiouslie embrothered 1651 W. G. 
tr. Cow el's Inst. 63 If any one. .imbrayder his Purple in my 
garment. x68o Anne Montague in Hatton Corr. (1878) 
241 A cheery coulerd satten embroderyed with silver thick. 
1735 Berkeley Querist % m The women, .embroider, .for 
the embellishment of their persons. 1848 Macaulay Hist. 
Eng. II. 476 The motto, embroidered in letters three feet long. 

t b. transf. To ornament or variegate as if with 
embroidery. Sometimes ironically ^ to besmear with 
dirt or blood. Oh. 

1460 in Pol. R el. <$• L. Poems (1866) 152 pese gloues.. 
Onbroudrid with blood. _ 159X Lyly Endym. l iii. 13 Their 
braines must as it were imbroder my bolts. 1596 Spenser 
State trel. 49 Guilded leather with which they use to 
imbroyder their Irish Jackets. 1624 Capt. Smith Virginia 
ii. 30 Breasts and face, .imbrodered with, .beasts, serpents. 
c 1630 Drumm. of Hawth. Poems Wks. (1711) 38/1 Meadows 
EmbroycTnng all the banks, c 1640 [Shirley] Capt. Under • 
•wit iii. iii. in Bullen! s Old PI. II. 367 To Westminster In 
our tome gownes, embroiderd with Strand dirt. 1685 R. 
Burton Eng. Emp. Amer. iv. 68 The Women imbroider 
their Legs, Hands and other parts with divers works. 1762 -7* 
H. Walpole Vertue' s Anecd. Paint. (1786' III. 155 A whole 
gallery embroidered in pannels by his hand. 


2 . In various figurative uses 
+ a. To make splendid, dignify. Obs. 

1629 Symmer Spir. Posie 11. vi. 39 So by his Humilitie be 
embroydered the basenesse of his birth, a 1667 Cowley 
Obscurity Wks. (1710) II. 704 Nor let my homely Death 
embroider’d be With Scutcheon, or with Elegy. 

*t* b. To set forth in florid language. Cf. paint. 
1636 Healey Tkeopkrast. 20 Embroidering and painting 
out nis praise. *648 Hunting of Fox 3 Hee sang a song. . 
in which . . he passionatly embroyder’s what he had done 
for his well beloved. 

c. To embellish with rhetorical ornament or with 
fictitious additions or exaggerations. 

16x4 Raleigh Hist. World 11. 367 The Grecian Historians 
and Poets imbroder and intermixe the tales of ancient times, 
with a world of fictions. 1638 Featlky Transub. 23 The 
Doctor made an eloquent speech, imbroidered with all 
variety of learning, a 1797 Walpole Mem. Geo. II, (1847) 
III. iv. 97 He had embroidered his own story with some 
marvellous legends. 1848 Mrs. Jameson Sacr. <$• Leg. Art 
(1850) 326 The history of Vincent, .has been extravagantly 
embroidered. 1884 Weekly Register 18 Oct. 503/1 Whether 
the legend . . was accurate or embroidered, Lord Malmesbury 
best knows. 

Embroidered (embrordurd). ppl. a. [f. Em- 

broider v . + -ed 1.] 

X. Of textile fabrics, leather, etc. : Adorned or 
variegated with figures of needlework. Also of 
the needlework itself. 

1591 Florio 2 nd Fruiies 9 That [girdle] of blew veluet, 
embrothered. 1593 Shaks. 3 Hen. VI, 11. v. 44 A rich Im- 
hroider’d Canopie. 1609 Bible (Douay) Lev. viii. comm., 
A girdle, .of twisted sifke and gold, embrodered worke. 
1663 Boyle Occas. 'Reft. v. v. (1675) 314 -A- Lac’d, or an 
Imbroider’d suit. 1703 Maundrell Joum. ferns. (1732) 
29 His embroyder’d Sacerdotal Robe. 1853 Kingsley 
Hypatia vii. 86 An embroidered shoe. 

2. transf. and fig. 

x6xz Drayton Poly-olb. A, Through delicate embrodered 
meadowes. 1657 W. Coles Adam in Eden To Rdr., 
The pleasant Aspects of Nature . . and .. her severall im- 
broidered Beds. 1672 Evelyn French Gardiner 11. § x 
(16751 136 Melons, .white, wrought or Embroidered, Ribb’d, 
and others. 1868 Helps Realntah xv. (1876) 394 In the 
embroidered language of the Sheviri. 

Embrorderer [f. Embroider v. 4- -er.] 

1 . One who embroiders. 

1413 Lydg. Pilgr. So7ulc iv. xxxvii. ^14 83' 84 More neces- 
sary to the land is. . a deluer than a goldsmyth or a embrawd- 
erer. 1603 Knolles Hist. Turks (1621) 1342 A Flemish 
imbroitherer had ..advertised him. 1723 Lond. Gaz. No. 
6171/9 Mary Bird . . lmbroiderer. 1786 tr. Bcckforcfs Vathek 
(1868) 39 She collected all the sempstresses ana embroiderers 
of Samarah. 1875 Jowett Plato (ed. s') III. 244 The arts 
of the, .embroiderer will have to be set in motion. 

2 . fig . ; cf. Embroider v. 2 c. 

x6. . Notmi fife Qvoniambec (R.), This embroiderer, .has 
stuffed his writings with . . lies. 

EmbroidereSS (embroi-dares). Also em- 
broictress. [f. as prec. + -ess.] A female em- 
broiderer ; a woman who embroiders. 

1723 Lond. Gaz. No. 6 171/7 Emma Paine. Embroideress. 
X782 Lady Llanover in Mrs. Delany* s Corr. Ser. 11. III. 80 
To apologize for his niece’s being an embroidress by profes- 
sion. 1867 Freeman Norm. Conq. (ed. 3) I. vi. 440 The 
skilful needles of English embroideresses. 

Embroidering (embroi-darig), vbl. sb. [f. 
Embroider v. + -ing 1 .] a. The action of the vb. 
Embroider. Also atirib., as in embroidering 
machine . b. concr. Embroidered ornamentation. 

1536 Strype Ecci. Mem. I. 1. xxxv. 255 He can.. use., 
embrotheryng . . carving, painting or grading. 1555 Eden 
Decades W. Ind. (Arb.i 301 Part of them exercise .. im- 
brotherynge. 1548 Udall, etc. tr. Erasm. Paraphrase 
Matt. 106 d, They go with brode & gorgiouse imbrouder- 
inges. x6ix Bible Ezek. xvii. 3 Divers colours [marg. 
embroidering], a 1619 Fotherby A theom. 11. xiv. (1622) 
361 Hee teaeheth the Arts, both of Weaning, and Im- 
broydering. 1886 Daily Nevvs 6 Sept, 2/4 The embroider- 
ing is principally done on the Continent. 

Embroidery (embrordari). Forms: 4 en- 
brouderie, 6-7 embroyderie, -broiderie, 7- 
embroidery. Also 6 imbroderie, 7 imbrodry* 
imbrauthery, imbroidery. [M E. embrouderie , 
f. OF. embroder Embrowd v. : see -by.; cf. Em- 
broider and Broidery.] 

1 . The art of ornamenting cloth and other fabrics 
with figures of needlework ; also atirib. 

1393 Gower Conf. II. xi Of weving or of embrouderie. 

17, . Addison in Sped., Their more serious occupations are 
sewing and embroidery, 1872 Yeats Teckn. Hist. Comm. 
286 The ancient feminine occupation of embroidery. 1883 
Ouida Wanda I. 86 She sat down to her embroidery frame. 

2 . concr. Embroidered work or material. 

<rx57o Thynne Pride < 5 * Lowl. /184X) 12 With silke, and 

golde, and with imbroderie. 1598 Shaks, Merry W. v. v. 
75 Saphire, pearle, and rich embroiderie. *633 G. Herbert 
Temple, Vanitie, To whom . .solid work [shines not] as false 
embroyderies. 1688 R. Holme Armoury in. 94 A waistcoat 
with Imbrauthery. 1699 Evelyn AceiariaP lan, Flowers 
. . Embroyderies, Carvings* 1716 Lady M. W. Montague 
Lett. I. vii. 22 Window-curtains . .almost covered with Em- 
broidery. 1836 W. Irving Astoria I. 7 They even sell 
their embroidery, their lace, and their clothes. 

3. fig. with notion of £ elaborate or showy orna- 
ment ’, 1 adventitious adornment etc. 

1640 Yorke Union Hon. Pref. Verses, Thats but imbrodry 
of Fame. 1673 Traherne Chr. Ethics xxx . 473 A liberal 
man. .puts embroideries on religion by the cheaxfulness of 
his spirit. 1762 Hume Hist. Eng. (1806) IV. liii. 124 Their 
Kturgy was. .a species of mass, though with some less shew 
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and embroidery. 1781 Cowper Expost. 234 All the em- 
broidery of poetic d reams. _ 1848 H. Miller First Impr. 
xvi. (3857) 277 An embroidery of playful humour. 1858 
Hawthorne Fr. $ It. Jrnls. II. 112 Rather more em- 
broidery of courtesy than belongs to an Englishman. 

b. Mus. Ornamentation either contrapuntal or 
through variation. 

1875 Ouseley Mus. Form ix. 49 Brilliant passages, .form 
an embroidery thereon. 

4 . transf. Applied to other kinds of ornament or 
marking compared in appearance to needlework, 
esp. (in poetical or elevated language) to the 
natural adornment of the ground by flowers, + In 
17 th c. used techn. in landscape gardening. 

1644 Evelyn Mem. (1857) I. 79 The parterres of excellent 
embroidery. 1672 — French Gardiner n. § 1 (1675) 150 
Those Melons which are full of Embroidery and Characters. 
a 1667 Cowley Poverty Wks. <17x11 III. 58 Daisies . . their 
Embroidery bring. 1695 Land. Gaz. No. 3x18/4 All sorts 
of Gardens, .in Embroidery work m Grass or Gravil. 1820 
Scott Monast. ii. And it was garnished with an embroidery 
of daisies and wild flowers. 

“|| 5 . nonce-use. A place of embroidering; an 
embroidery manufactory. 

1796 Burke Regie. Peace Wks. VIII. 275 From the em- 
broideries of Babylon or from the loom of the Gobelins. 

t Embroil, sb. Obs. Also imbroil(e. [f. 
Embroil vfi Cf. Sp. embrollo , It. imbroglio \ see 
Imbroglio.] 

1 . A state of entanglement or confusion ; a dis- 
turbance, uproar. 

1636 E. D acres tr. MctchiaveFs Disc . Livy II. 510 Before 
such imbrofles, few of the citizens of Venice could foresee 
the danger. 1700 Rycaut Hist, Turks III. 550 Impossible 
for any Embroils .. for ever after to arise in the Lesser 
Asia, a 1734 North Exam. 1. ii. § 14 (1740) 37 Any Im- 
broil or Concussion of the Public. 1788 Antiquities in 
Ann. Reg, 120 During these embroils, the god - .stole off. 
b. A quarrel. 

1742 Walpole Lett. H. Mann I. xxxlii. (1833) r 4 2 As to 
your embroil with Richcourt I condemn you excessively. 

2 . Mental disturbance, ■ * worry \ 

1799 in Nicolas Disp. Nelson IV. 107 Never let such a 
thought come into your head, which was never more 
wanted to be clear from embroils than at this moment, 

t Embroil, vA Obs. rare. [f. En- + Broil z/. 1 ] 
trans. To set on fire, burn up. Hence Embroiling 
ppl. a. 

1664 H. More _ Decay Chr. Piety (L.) That knowledge, 
for which we.. rifle God's cabinet, should, like the coal 
from the altar, serve only to embroil and consume the 
sacrilegious invaders. 1726 Thomson Winter 247 Wisely 
regardful of the embroiling sky. 

Embroil (embroil), v . 2 Also 7 enbroxle, 
embro^le, 6-7 imbroyle, 6-8 imbroil. [ad. 
F. embrouiller m Sp. emb foliar , It. imbrogliare ; 
cf. En- ancl Broil sb. and v.\ 

1 . trans. To bring (affairs, etc.) into a state of 
confusion or disorder ; to confuse, render unintel- 
ligible (a story). 

1603 Daniel Defence of Rhime (1717) 12 These pretended 
Proportions of Words . . embroil our Understanding. 1609 
— Civ. Wares v. st. 47 One mans Cause shall all the rest 
imbroyle. 1656 Cowley Pindarique Odes (1669) 16 note 2 
The mention of his Brother Iphiclus . . would but embroil 
the story. 1678 Dryden A 11 for Love , Dedic. Your Enemies 
had so embroyl’d the management of your Office, that 
etc. 1704 Addison Italy (1733) 176 The former, .are so 
embroil’d with Fable and Legend. 1823 Scott Peveril 
xxxviii, Having embroiled everything in which you are 
concerned. 

2 . To throw into uproar or tumult 

x6x8 Bolton Floras <1636) 67 The tyranny of the De- 
cemvirs embroyled the City the second time. 1667 Milton 
P. L. 11. 966 Tumult ana Confusion all imbroild. 1704 
Hearne Duct. Hist. (1714) 1 . 56 The many Wars wherewith 
his [David's] Reign was embroiled. 1725 Pope Odyss. xii. 
242 Tumultuous waves embroil’d the bellowing flood. 1726 
Thomson Winter 10x9 More to embroil the deep. 

3 . To involve or entangle in dissension or hos- 
tility with (any one) ; to bring into a state of 
discord or disunion. 

1610 G. Fletchhr Christ's Viet. (1632) 17 Or had his 
body been imbroyl’d alone In fierce assault. ^ 1631 Gouge 
Gods Arrows iii. § 89. 350 They.. with delight enbroile 
themselves therein [warrej. 1653 Holcroft Procopius 7 
The Emperour . . intending to imbroyle Theodatus and the 
Goths. 1654 Gayton Pleas. Notes 188 Warres have been 
wag’d, and Nations embroyl'd in blood one against another. 
1680 in Somers Tracts 1 1 . 84 [They] embroiled him with the 
House of Commons. 1741 Richardson Pamela 1 . 175 What, 
and itnbroil myself with a Man of Mr. B’s Power and For- 
tune ! 1756 J. Warton Ess. Pope U782) I. 312 To be em- 
broiled in controversy. *865 Dickens Lett. (1880) II. 240 
If the Americans don’t embroil us in a war. 

Embroiled (embroild), fpla. [f. Embroil v . 2 
+ -ED h] Confused, disturbed, agitated. 

X709J. Reynolds Death's Vis. vii, Fate Hangs on the 
Turns of this Embroyled State 1 1871 E. Burr Ad Fidem 
xii. 239 Embroiled Nature sunk into complete hush. 1872 
Geo. Eliot Mid diem, xxx, Moving with kindred natures in 
the same embroiled medium. 

Embroiler (embroils). [f. Embroil v . 2 + 
-ER.] One who or that which embroils. 

x668 R. L'Estrange Vis. Quev. (1708) 8 The Embroylers 
of Affairs. 175* J. Brown Shaftesb . Charac. 70 [Ridicule] 
. .is. .no less^ justly regarded . .as an embroiler. 

Embroiling, vbl. sb. [f. Embroil v . 2 +■ -ingL] 
The action of the vb. Embroil, 

1644 Jus Populi 24 They propose . . the people’s imbroyling. 


Embroilment (embrorlment). Also 7 im-. 
[f. Embroil v . 2 + -ment ; cf. Fr. embrouillement.l 

1 . The action or process of embroiling. 

1622- 63 Heylin Cosmogr. 1. (1682) 136 To the great em- 
broilment of the State. 1837 Carlyle Fr. Rev. 1. m. vii, 
Now . , does come discussion ..but only for new embroil- 
ment. 

2 . An uproar, tumult. 

1609 Daniel Civ . Wares x it. no [The Muse], .weary with 
these embroylements, faine would stay Her farther course. 
1646 Sir J. Temple Irish Rebell. Pref. 3 The true causes 
of the imbroilments in that Kingdome. a 17x4 Burnet 
Own Time (1766) II. 32 He was not apprehensive of a new 
embroilment. 18x9 Scott Leg. Montrose iii, A cavalier of 
honour is free to take any part in this civil embroilment. 

b. A state of variance or hostility ; a quarrel. 

_ 1667 G. Digby Elvira v. in Hazl. Dodsley XV. 90 Draw- 
ing those advantages From the embroilment, a 17x1 Ken 
Hymnariunt Wks. 1721 II. 37 Embroilments ne’er would 
cease, Shou'd Rivals share the Realm of Peace. 1845 
Disraeli Sybil 314 The lively temperament of the Dandy 
would here probably have involved him in an inconvenient 
embroilment. 1872 Yeats Growth Comm. 216 A bitter 
embroilment with England followed this merciless act. 

3 . transf. and jig. A perplexed or confused state 
or condition ; confused mixture. 

1836 Ferrier Inst. Metaph. Introd. § 62 The whole em- 
broilment of philosophy is due to the practice, etc. 1859 
Gullick 8 c Timbs Painting 257 The careless embroilment 
of transparent and opaque tints. 1878 Dowden Stud. Lit. 
238 A tangle and embroilment of evil and good. 

4 . Complication, entanglement (in a story, etc.), 

1884 Sat. Rev. 14 June 787 Such details and embroilments 

as the story contains form the only excuse for its length. 

Embronze; see Em prefix. 

EmbrothelleoL : modernized spelling of Im- 
BROTHELLED, Obs. 

Embrother, obs. form of Embroider. 
t Embrow d, emhrawd, v. Obs. Also 4-5 
em , enbroude(n, -brode(n, -brawde(n. [f. En- 
+ Browd v. ; cf. OF. embrode pple. ; the str. pa. 
pple. embrawden, embroudin belongs formally 
to Embraid v. 2 , but in sense to this word.] trans. 
To embroider. 

c 1340 Gaw. <5- Gr. Knt. 909 A lygtli vrysoun. .Enbrawden 
& bounden wyth f>e best gemmez. c 1380 SirFerumb. 553 
A cote-armure .. enbrouded with perlis schene. c 1383 
Chaucer L. G. W. Frol. 1x9 That was with floures swote 
embrouded [v.r. enbroudit, eiibraudyd, enbrouded, en- 
browdid, enbrawdid]. c 1423 Jas, I Hingis Qnair clii, A 
lusty plane . . Enbroudm all with fresche flouris gay. c 1440 
Partonope 1927 A cote . . Enbrowded wyth 'peerle. 1555 
Fardle Facions 1. iv. 46 Pauiliotis. .embrauded with silkes. 
Embrown (embrau-n), v. Also 7 imbroun, 
7-9 im.br own. [f. En- + Brown a . ; cf. Fr. em- 
brunir, It. imbrunire , which are used in sense 1.] 

1 . trans. To darken, make dusky. Chiefly poet. 

1667 Milton P. L, iv. 246 The unpierc’t shade Imbround 

the noontide Bowrs. 1742 Young Nt. Th. v. 74 Thy dark 
pencil, midnight . . embrowns the whole. 1750 G. Hughes 
Barbados 23 Deep chasms . . are imbrowned with the thick 
foliage of lofty trees. 1813 Scott Rokebym. ix, No deeper 
clouds the grove embrown’d. 18x4 Cary Dante's Inferno 
11. 2 The air, Imbrown’d with shadows. 

fig. 1738 Warburton Div. Legal I. 430 Greek Philo- 
sophy, imbrowned with the Fanaticism of Eastern Cant. 

2 . To make brown. Also (rarely) intr. for reft. 

1723 Pope Odyss. xiv. 93 The ready meal before Ulysses 

lay’d, With flour imbrown’d. 1757 Dyer Fleece 1. 394 De- 
parting Autumn all embrowns The frequent-bitten fields. 
1796 D’Israeli Lit. Recreation 2x1 A painting, which is 
just embrowned and mellowed by the hand of time. 1835 
Lytton Rienzi ii. i, The suns of Italy had but little em- 
browned his clear and healthful complexion. 1867 Longf. 
Dante's Purg. iv. v. 21 What time the grape imbrowns. 
fig. a 1824 D’Israeli Cur. Lit. (1858) III. 499 His own 
uncourtly style is embrowned with the tint of a century 
old, 

Embrowaied (embrau-nd), ppl a. Also im- 
browned. [f. prec. + -ed. 1 ] That has been made 
brown, esp. by the sun. 

1726 Thomson Winter 1816 Sables of glossy black, and 
dark embrowned. 1739 Grobianus 121 With skin imbrown’d, 
and fat, and full of Juice. 1828 Scott F. M. Perth xxxiv. 
The Smith's hardy and embrowned countenance, 1875 
Helps Ess., Convers. Raelzu. C. 195 Looking over the 
imbrowned plain. 

Embrowning (embrcurniq ), ppl a. In 9 im- 
browning. [f. Embrown v. +-ikg 2 .] That em- 
browns. In quot.^%*. 

1863 Geo. Eliot Romolai. i. Under the same imbrowning 
and heating circumstances. 

Embrownment (embrairnment). nonce-wd . 
[f. as prec. + -ment.] Brown colouring. 

1839-48 Bailey Festus fed. 3) 12/2 Go, locks, which have 
The golden embrownment of a lion’s eye. 

t Embroyn, V. Obs . rare- 1 , [cf, Picard 
embrugner to cover (Littre s. v. Embroneher)d\ 
trans. To make dirty, befoul. 

1574 Newton Health Mag. 34 And never are embroyned 
with anye filth or diertie slimishnes. 

Embrue, variant of Imbrue. 

Embruise : see Em- prefix. 

Embrirtalize (embr^talsiz), v. nonce-wd. [f. 
En- + Brutalize v.] trans. To render brutal. 

1876 W. Clark Russell Is he the Man II. 190 Her 
temper may have been embrutalized by her husband’s 
ruffianly treatment. 

Embrute, variant of Imbrute. 
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f v. Obs. rare. [f. En- + Brutb 

+ -is A, after impoverish , etc. ; cf. Fr. abrutiss 
abndir . ] trans. — Imbrute. 

1639 W. Sclater (2nd) Wor. Comm. Rew. 6 A person that 
is embrutished, and sunke below his species in vile affections, 
fEmbryge, V. Obs. rare. Also 4 enbryge, 

5 enbryke. [f. En- + bryge, Brigue ; cf. Fr. em- 
briguer, It. imbrigare.\ trans. To entrap, entangle, 
1387 Trevisa Higden (Rolls) VII, 431 pe kyng maked . . 
enbryge [1483 Caxton embryge] hem and snarle hem wi^ 
sotii sophyms. 14x3 Lydg. Pylg. Sonde iv. xxxiii. (1483) 
8x They have for to sene that .. he have no nedeto [? be] 
enbryked by dette to ony of his subgettis. 

Embryo (e’mbri t i?5 , ' sb. and a. Also 6-7 em- 
brio. [med.L. corruption of Embryon; the trans- 
literated Gr. word was ignorantly regarded as of 
the third declension (genit. -bn is), and the nom. 
case was assimilated to the normal Latin type. 
Cf. Ger, embryo, It. embrione.J 

A. sb. 

1 . The offspring of an animal before its birth (or 
its emergence from the egg) ; 

a. of man. In mod. technical language re- 
stricted to ‘ the foetus in utero before the fourth 
month of pregnancy’ (Syd. Soc. ZexA. 

[ c 1350 Glanvil De Propr. Rer. vt. iii, Hec materia est 
pellicula einbryonis.] 1390 Swinburn Treat. 2 'est. 284 An 
vnperfect creature, or confused embrio, c 1643 Howell 
Lett. I. iii. xxix, The ripening of the Embryo in the womb. 
1777 Phil. Trans. LXvII. 23 , 1 found this liquor absorbed 
into the embrio. X841 Emerson Meth Nature Wks. (Bohn) 
II. 225 The embryo does not more strive to be a man, than 
. .a nebula tends to be a ring. _ 

fig. 1874 Sayce Compar. PhiloL vii. 293 Lay undeveloped 
within the embryo of a single monosyllable. 

b. of animals. 

1638 Chillingw. Relig. Prot. 1. ii. § iox. 91 Some yet are 
Embrio's, yet hatching, and in the shell. x866 Tate Brit. 
Mollusks ii. 18 The embryos have a triangular shell. 1870 
Emerson Soc. <5- Solit., Courage Wks. (Bohn) III. 105 The 
little embryo [of the snapping-turtle] . . bites fiercely. 

transf. 1874 Carpentkr Ment. Phys. 1. ii. § 59 (1879) 
The larva . . may be regarded as a mere active embryo. 

2 . Bot. 4 The rudimentary plant contained in the 
seed ■ (Syd. Soc. Lex.). 

1728 Thomson Spring 99 The promised fruit Lies yet a 
little Embryo . . Within its crimson folds. 1842 Gray 
Struct. Bot. ii. <x88o) 9 The Embryo is the initial plant, 
originated in the seed. 

t 3 . 6 hem. A metal or other chemical substance 
not disengaged from its native state of combina- 
tion. Also attrib. Obs. 

1632 French Yorksh. Spa vi. 55 Metals and Minerals .. 
in their. .Embrioes. 1751 Chambers Cycl. s.v. Embry ona- 
tum Sulphur , Sulphur united to metals, .in an embryostate. 

4 . fig, A thing in its rudimentary stage or first 
beginning; a germ; that which is still in idea as 
opposed to what has become actual in fact. 

x6ox Sir J. Ogle in Sir F. Vere Comm. 146 The project 
itself was but an Embryo, a 1628 F. Grkvillk Sidney 11652) 
20 He bequeathed no other legacie but the fire, to this un- 
polished Embrio. a 17x4 Burnet Own Time (1766) II. 218 
Embrio’s. of things, that were never like to have any effect. 
1863 Kinglake Crimea VI. iii. 37 There not being in all 
Great Britain any embryo of a Commissariat force. 187a 
Morley Voltaire ^188 6) xo Pale uushapen embryos of social 
sympathy. 

b. In embryo : in an undeveloped stage ; * that 
is to be \ [? orig. Lat., from Embryon.] 

1636 7 N. Hobart in Vemey Papers (1853) xS8 There is 
a great preparation in embrio. 1683 tr. Gracian's Courtier's 
Orac. 2x5 Let every skilful! Master, .have a care not to let 
his works be seen in embrio. 1742 SuKxsTOMzSchoolmistr, 24 
There a chancellor in embryo. 1792 A need. W. Pitt III. 
xlii. 144 The indecent attempt to stifle this measure in embrio. 
1824 Miss Miteord Village Ser.u. (1863 ) 395 The honourable 
Frederic G. . . was a diplomatist in embryo. 1868 Gladstone 
jfuv. Mundi i. (1870) 9 The Greek nation, as yet in embryo. 

5 . altrib . and Comb,, as embryo-chick, - child , 
-germ, - life , -plant, -stage, -state ; also embryo- 
bud, ‘ an adventitious bud, when enclosed in the 
bark, as in the cedar of Lebanon 1 (Syd. Soc. Lex.) ; 
embryo-cell, the first cell of the fecundated animal 
ovum ; also in Bot. the germ in the embryo-sac 
of ferns, mosses, etc. ; embryo-sac, Bot., a cavity 
in the ovule or the archegonium of a plant, within 
which the embryo is produced. 

1835 Lindley Introd. Bot, (1848) 1. 177 *Embrjm-buds, cer- 
tain nodules . . in the bark of the Beech. *859 Todd Cycl 
Anat. V. 4/1 The *Embryo-ceIl. 1865 Livingstone Zambesi 
xv, 308 An egg is eaten here though an *embryo-chick be 
inside. x 88 z Med. Temp. Jrnl. I. 184 The *embryo-child 
is fed upon these intoxicants, before he is fairly in the 
world. 1859 Todd Cycl. Anat. V. 134/2 The primitive., 
yolk-substance is employed in the formation of . . *embryo- 
germ. 1879 tr. Haeckel's Evol. Man I, i, 12 *Embryo-life 
within the egg-membranes. 1878 Huxley Physiogr. 220 
Subject to chemical analysis, the ^embryo-plant yields cer- 
tain complex bodies. *872 Oliver Elan. Bot . 1. iii. 24 
This enlarged cell is called the *embryo-sac. 

B. adj . [From the attrib. use of the sb.] That 
is still in genu; immature, unformed, undeveloped. 

1684 T. Burnet The. Earth II. 135 In that dark womb 
usually are the seeds and rudiments of an embryo-world. 
1742 Young Nt. Th. v. 99 Thou, .in whose breast Embryo- 
creation .. dwelt 1798 Loves of Triangles 96 in Anti- 
Jacobin 23 Apr. (1852) xxo Flame embryo lavas, young 
volcanoes glow. x8ax Craig Lect. Drawing iii.146 The 
embryo connoisseur. 1826 Disraeli Viv. Grey 1. iii, Scrib- 
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Min? embryo prize-poems. 1853 C. Bronte Villette xxvii. 
The collegians he addressed . . as embryo patriots. 1876 
M. Arnold Lit. <S>- Dogma 3i_Philosophers dispute whether 
moral ideas ... were not once inchoate, embryo. 

Embryo (e-mbri^), v. nonce-wd. [f. prec. sb.] 
trims. To represent in embryo. 

1837 Blackiv. Mag. XLII. 539 The fine reasonings they 
contain were . . embryoed . . in symbols. 

Embryoctouy (embry-ktfni). [as if ad. Gr. 
*tfiBpvoKTQvta, f. i/xfipvoKTovos that kills the foetus.] 

* The destruction of the foetus in the womb 7 (Syd. 
Sac. Lex.). 

Embryoferous (embri|/r faros), a. Biol. [f. 
Embryo sb. + -eerous.] That bears or contains 
an embryo. 

1859 Toon CycL Anat. V. 587/2 The embryoferous tumour. 

Embryogenesis (eunbri^dge-nesis). Biol. 
[mod. f. Embbyo-n -r Gr. yerecns birth, production.] 

4 The origin and formation of the embryo ; and 
the science thereof 7 {Syd. Soc . Lex.). 

1830 R. Knox Beclards Anat. 333 The laws of. .embryo- 
genesis. 1879 De Quatref ages' Hitman Species 109 Haec- 
kel goes back to embryogenesis. 

Embryogenetic ^mbrij^dsfhe-tik^. Biol. 
[mod. f. Embryo-n + Gr. *yev€Tuc6s producing, f. 
root of yevecns : see prec.] «* next. 

1880 Huxley Times 25 Dec. 4/1 Their adult and embryo- 
genetic characters. 

Embryogenic (ejmbri^d^e-nik), a. Biol. [f. 
Embryo-n + Gr. yev- (cf. Embryogenesis) + -ic.j 
Of or pertaining to embryogenesis. 

1852 Dana Crust. 1. 45 Regarded in their embryogenic 
relations. 1876 Beneden's Anim. Parasites 46 He arrived 
.. at the same result .. by his embryogenic observations. 

Embryogeny (embri^-d^eiii). Biol. [f. as 
prec. + -yJ. = Embryogenesis. 

1835 Lindley Introd. Bot. (1848) II. 220 The theory of 
vegetable^ embryogeny. 1864 Balfour in Bdin. Med. Jrnl. 
June, This is specially true of the functions of fertilization 
and embryogeny. 

Embryo gony (embri^-g^ni). Biol. [f. Em- 
bryo-n + Gr. -7 ovia production.] The formation of 
an embryo. In mod Diets. 

Embryograpliy (embri^-grafi). [f. Embryo-n 
+ Gr. -ypeupia writing, description.] 4 The de- 
scription of the foetus or embryo 7 {Syd. Soc. Lex.). 
Embryoism (embri^ihz’m). [f. Embryo + 
-ISM.J The state of being an embryo. 

1854 H, Miller Footpr. Croat, xii. (1874) 226 They may 
exist in their state of embryoism. 

Embryologic (ennbri^lp-d^ik), a. [f. Embry- 
ology + -IC.] Of or pertaining to embryology. 

1882 Romanes in. Homiletic Monthly Mar. 366 Arguments 
from . . embryologic progression. 

Embryologicai, a. [f. as prec. 4- -AL.] «= prec. 

1859 Lewes Sea-side Stud. 312 The results of embryo- 
logical research. 1859 Todd CycL Anat. V. 1/2 Of embryo- 
logical anatomy. 1871 Darwin Desc. Man II. xvi. 183 
Embryologicai structures. 

Hence Embryolo’gically adv., with reference to 
embryology. 

1852 Dana Crust. 1. 56 This form being of a lower grade 
embryologically, 1867 Kingsley Life # Lett. II. 246 With 
what other birds are they embryologically connected. 

Embryologist (embriip-lod^ist). Biol [f. 
Embryology + -ist.] One who is concerned with 
or versed in the science of Embryology. 

1849-52 Todd Cyd. Anat. IV. 836/1 Embryologists, .find 
another method. 1879 tr. Semper' s Anim. Life 31 Forms 
known to embryologists as the germinal layers. 

Embryology (embri^-lod^i). Biol. [f. Em- 
bryo-n + -log y.J The science relating to the em- 
bryo and its development. Also transf. 

_ 2859 Darwin Orig. Spec. vii. (1873) 2 °3 Against the belief 
in such abrupt changes, embryology enters a strong protest. 
1872 Morley Voltaire (1886) 20 An undiscovered set of 
facts in embryology. 

Embryon (e-mbri.pn), sb. (a.) Also 5-8 
embrion. PI. embrya, embryons. [mod. L., 
a. Gr. 'ipBpvov, in Homer merely ‘ young animal 7 , 
but in later writers ‘the fruit of the womb before 
birth ’. Usually believed to be f. cv in + fipv-€iv to 
swell, grow.] The original form of Embryo ; now 
rare even in techn. use; in ordinary language obs. 

1 . — Embryo i. f a. of man. Obs. 

[1477 Norton Ord.Alch. v. in Ashm. (3:652’) 90 Passing 
the bubstance of Embrion.] 1592 H. Chettle in Greene 
Groat sw. Wit Pref. , Like an Embrion without shape. 1653 
A. Wilson Jas. I. 77 This was but an Embrion, and be- 
came an Abortive. 1721 Southerns Loyal Brother hi. 
Wks. I. 44 Rip this womb That form'd him yet an embrion, 
1804 Abernethy Surg. Observ. xi The embryon . . receives 
nourishment from the surrounding parts, 
b. of animals. 

X658 Rowland tr. Mou/efs Tkeat. Ins. 922 Certain im- 
perfect things like Embryons or little worms. 1672 Phil. 
Trans . VII. 4020 The Sceleton of an Embryon , .in an Egg. 
X713 Warder True Amazons 19 Which otherwise would 
incommode the Embrion [of bees]. 1722 Wollaston Relig. 
Hat. v. 90 The animalculaand embrya. 2880 Gunther Fishes 
3x8 Cantor found in a female, nearly 11 feet long, 37 em- 
bryons. . . 

2 . Bot. ss Embryo 2. In quot. Jig. 

x8*6 Coleridge Statesm. Man. (1817) 355 Looking for- 
ward to the green fruits and embryons.. of the days to come. 
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f 3. Jig. mm Embryo 4. In {the) embryon : — in 
embryo. Obs. 

1596 Drayton Leg. iv. 167 To perfect that which in the 
Embryon was. 1607 Bakksted Mirrka (18761 37 To bring 
vices Embrion to a forme, 1639 G. Daniel Ecclus. xxiv. 27, 

I was, ere yet the world in Embrion lay. 1640 J. Ley Fait. 
Pietie 157 Shee had certaine fits or traunces like the em- 
brions of death. 1676 Phil. Trans . XI. 614 The first Beings 
or Embrions of mineral salts are nothing but vapours. 1788 
T. Jefferson Writ. (1859) II. 431 It is yet, indeed, a mere 
embryon. 1812 Shelley Let. in Dowden Shelley (1886) I. 
230, 1 perceive in you tine embryon of a mighty intellect. 

1 4 . attrib . or adj. Immature, unformed, unde- 
veloped ,* that is still in germ. Obs. 

2616 W. Browne Brit. Past. 1. iv, The Embrion Blossome 
of each spray. 1667 Milton P.L.u. 900 Four Champions 
fierce . . to Battel bring thir embryon Atoms. 1728 Van- 
brugh & Cibber Provoked Husb. Prol. 26 If. .his Art can 
to those Embrion Scenes new Life impart. 18x3 Sir H. 
Davy Agric. Ghent . (18x4) 140 Nourishment ..for the use 
of the Embryon plant. 1835 Greswell Parables v. ii. 41 1 
All nature’s embryon store. 

Embryonal (e*mbri|<?hal), a. [f. med.L em- 
bryon-em + -al.] Of or pertaining to an embryo. 

1652 F rench Yorksh. Spa vi. 55 The embrional conserv- 
ation of the Nut. 1861 Hulme tr. JMoqttin- Tandon ii. vh. 
xiii. 395 The Acephalocysts . . are without head . . even in 
the embryonal condition. 1882 Vines Sachs' Bot. 529 The 
so-called 4 embryonal tubes’. 

Em fory on ary (e-mbrii&i&ri), a. [f. as prec. 
-f-ARY.j Relating to an embryo. Alsoj'fg. 

1835 Lindley Introd. Bot. (1848) I. 404 The embryonary 
sac. i860 Farrar Grig, Lang. x. 214 Languages in an 
ante-historical and embryonary state. 

Embryonate (e-mbri^n^t), a. [f. as prec. + 

-ATE 2 .] 

1 1. - Embryonated. Obs. 

1669 W. Simpson Hydrol. Chynu 56 Maturated into metals, 
by the embryonate sulphurs. 1675 Evelyn Terra^'jt, 45 
Salts embryonate or undigested and not specificate. 

t 2 . * Embryonal. Obs. 

1693 J* Beaumont On Burnet's The. Earth 1. 52 Fishes. . 
in an embrionate imperfect state. 1731 in Bailey, vol. II. 

8. 4 Having an embryo or germ 7 {Syd. Soc. Lex.). 

Hence in Bot . Embryonate plants, plants which 
possess seeds. 

t E’mbryonate, Obs. [f. as prec. + -ate 3 .] 
trans. a. To give embryonic existence to ; in 
quot.y%*. b. To load or fill as with an embryo 
or germ ; to impregnate. 

1671 Glanvill Disc. M. Siubbe 15 The Royal Society 
[was] as it were embiyonated there. 1687 Ess. Tunbridge 
Waters in Harl. Misc. I. 587 Divers seminary principles 
with which they [chalybeate waters] are embryonated. 

t E'mbryonated, ppl a. Obs. [f. prec. + 
-ed 1.] Of chemical and mineral bodies : Found 
in combination with or embedded (like embryos) 
in other bodies. 

1652 French Yorksh. Spa vi 54 The embrionated Sulphur 
of Copper. 3662 J. Chandler Van Helmottfs Oriat. 67 
Embryonated or imperfect shaped Sulphur. 1667 Boyle 
Orig. Formes 4 Qual., Unripe . . Embrionated Minerals. 
1676 Phil. Trans. XI. 615 This embrionated salt in lime- 
stones is a stony juice. 

t E mbryosiately, adv. Obs. rare - 1 . [f. 
Embryonate a. + -ly -.] In an embryonate man- 
ner ; as an embryo. 

1665 G. Harvey Advice agst. Plague. 6 That those Pesti- 
lential fumes be first embryonately or preparatively formed 
in a close thick or standing air, 

t E mbry ona tive, a. Obs. rare- 1 * [f. as 

Embryonate v. + -ive.] = Embryonated. 

1669 W. Simpson Hydrol. Chym. 144 It had lost all its 
embryonative sulphur. 

Embryonic (embrij^*nik\ a. [f. med.L. em- 
bryon-em + -ic.] 

1 . Pertaining to, or having the character of, an 
embryo. 

1849 Murchison Siberia xx. 483 The first or embryonic 
idea of the archetype 1859 Darwin Orig. Spec. xiv. 1 1873) 
396 Community in embryonic structure reveals community 
of descent. *863 Berkeley Brit. Mosses in. 21 The em- 
bryonic cell. ^ 1878 Huxley Pkysiogr. 220 Within the., 
pea, there is inclosed a perfect, though embryonic plant. 

2 . fig. Immature, undeveloped. 

1856 Emerson Eng. Traits, Manners Wks, (Bohn) II. 49 
Every Englishman is an embryonic chancellor. 1874 Sayck 
Compar. Philol. i. 46 The parts of speech lay undeveloped 
in a kind of embryonic common sound. 

Embryotic (embri,^tik\ a. [f. Embryo, after 
exotic , patriotic y etc. : cf. chaotic] 

1. = Embryonic t. 

1835-6 Todd Cyd. Anat. I. 786/1 The term of their em- 
bryotic development. 1854 H. Miller Sck. <$• Schm. iv. 
(1866) 31 The crab . . is less embryotic . . than the more ancient 
lobster. 

2. fig. = Embryonic 2. 

1761 Sterne Tr. Shandy (1802'' IV. xix. 90 The book of 
embryotic evils. 1785 Burns Vision u. xi, To mark the 
embryotic trace Of rustic Bard. 1864 Kingsley Rom. # 
Teut. 40 Intellect and virtue remain .. embryotic. 

Embryotomy (embri^/tomi). Surg. [ad. Gr. 
i(A$pvoTopta } {.tfipipvo-v Embryon + -rofua cutting.] 
* The cutting up of the foetus in utero into pieces 
in order to effect its removal’ (Syd. Soc. Lex.). 

1721-1800 in Bailey. 2876 Gross Dis. Bladder 57 A 6 
months’ fentus had to be removed by embryotomy. 

tE mbryous, a. Ohs. rare. [f. Embry-ON "sb. 


+ -ous.] Of or pertaining to an embryo ; in 
germ; undeveloped. In quot. fg. 

2677 Feltham Resolves 1. xiv. (ed. 20) 23 Without the last 
[action], the first [contemplation] is but abortive and embry- 
ous. 1656 Blount Glossogr., Embryons , pertaining to an. 
embryon. 1692 in Coles. 1847 in Craig ; and in mod. Diets. 
Embubble : see Em- prefix . 
t Embird, v. Gbs. Also 6 enbud, 7 imbud. 
[f. En- + Bud j^. 1 ] 

1 . trans. To cover as with buds. 

2526 Skelton Magnyf. 1572 Enbudded with beautye. 

2 . intr. To bud, sprout. In quot.^g. 

2603 Daniel Panegyrick (1717) 327 The Op’ning of the 
Spring. ,make[s] our Spirits likewise, .hnbud. 

Hence Embu dded ppl. a. 

1523 Skelton Garl. Laurel 883 The enbudded blossoms 
of rose, rede of hewe, 

Embue, obs. variant of Imbue. 

+ Embue'ment. Obs. rare— 1 , [f. embue , var. 
of Imbue v. + -ment.] A tincture or infusion. 

a 2693 Urquhart Rabelais hi. xiii, With an embuement 
from its divine source. 

Embulk : see Em- pref. 
t Embirll, V. Obs. Forms : 5 enbull, 6-7 im- 
bull, 6- embull. [f. En- + Bull sb: 1 ; in AFr. en- 
btdler .] trans. To insert or publish (a matter or a 
name) in a Papal bull ; to issue a bull against ; to 
affix an official (<w/. the Papal) seal to (a document). 

2480 Caxton Chron. Eng. vh. (1520) 93/1 So he was by 
letter enbulled. 2563-87 Foxe A. M. (1 596) 274/1 He also 
wrote his letters, .embulled with gold. 2589 Warner Alb. 
Eng. v. xxvi. (1612) 130 The Pope imbulled . . England. 
Emburse, obs. variant of Imbuese. 
t Emfousca'&o. Obs. [var. of Ambuscado, in 
Sp. embuscada : see -ado 2.] An ambuscade, 

1686 tr. Chardin's Trav. 157 The king cf Quiretta having 
laid considerable Embuscados. 

Brabusli, embtisslie, etc., obs. ff. Ambush, etc. 
Bmbusk, vJ : see Em- prefix. 
t Embtrsk, Vi 1 Obs. ra> e. [ad. Fr. embusquer , 
mod. form (orig. north, dial] of OF. embuscher 
Ambush v] trans. To place in ambush. 

1596 Scanderbeg 368 Other bands . . lay close embusked 
in the mountaines. 

JUmbuskin : see Em- pj'efiix . 
t Embu sy, V. Obs. Foims; a. 5-6 enbesy, 
6 embesy, enbusy, -ie, 6-7 embusie, -y. B. 
6-7 imbusy. [f. En- + Busy a] trans. To 
render busy, occupy assiduously ; to give care or 
anxiety to. Chiefly ref. 

1484 Caxton Ryall Bk. B v, To occupye and enbesy hym 
in thre thynges. 2526 Pilgr. Per/. (1531) 57 b, Enbusy not 
thy selfe. 2543 Necess. Doct. Car. Man Introd. in Strype 
Eccl. Mem., The heads and senses of our people have been 
imbusied . . with the understanding of Free Will. 1603 
Florio Montaigne in. ix. 11632) 535 Nor hawking, nor 
gardens . . can much embusie . . me. 1612 Speed Hist. Gt. 
Brit. ix. ix. § 28 The Earle of Pembroke, .wholly embusied 
in the enterprize of Britaine. a 2693 Urquhart Rabelais 111. 
xiii. 104 Not imbusied with. .Soul-disturbing Perturbations. 
JEmeristen, variant of Even-Christian, Obs. 
t Eme. Obs. exc. dial. Forms : 1-3 6am, (2 
eom;, 2-5 em, (3 seem, sem, beam, he(e)m), 
4-5 eem(e, 4-6 eme, Sc. eym(e, (5 emme, yem), 
4-7 eamje, 8 dial, eem, 9 Sc. eme, north, dial. 
earn. [Com. WGer. : OE. earn ^ OFris. (MDu. 
oem, Du. 00m), OHG. Sheim (MHG. dheim, cehcim, 
- hein , mod.Ger. oheim, ohm ) ; if the word existed 
in OTeut. the type would be *auhaimo-z ; pre- 
sumed to be a compound or derivative of *awo-z 
= L. avus grandfather (of which the L. avunculus , 
uncle, is a diminutive). It is believed that the 
original sense of the WGer. word was 4 mother’s 
brother 7 (cf. L. avunculus ) ; but in later use it is 
applied to a father’s brother as well.] 

An uncle ; also dial, a friend, gossip. 

. . Beowulf 881 He swulces hwast sec^an wolde earn his 
nefan. c 2000 ^Elfric Gen. xxviii. 2 Nim he wif of Labanes 
dohtnim hmis eames. 1154 O. E. Chron. an. 1137 He 
sculde ben alsuic alse J>e eom wes. C1205 Lay. 81^2 An- 
drogeus wes his hem. — 8832 Nu is min earn wel bi-Soht. 

— 11174 Hire aeem [^1275 heam] Leonin wes in Rome. 

— 111464 His fader wes riElenen tern, c 2250 Gen. «$* Ex. 
2758 Dus mecielike spac Sis em. r 1330 Arth. Iff Merl. 4583 
Gif min eme be king Arthour. c 2340 Cursor M. 3789 
(Trim) Laban Jrin eeme. 2375 Barbour Bnice x. 30s To 
help hys eyme. c 1425 Wyntoun Cron. ix. xviii. 7 His Eym 
}>an Erie of Fyfe. <1x465 Eng. Chron. 73, I am thyne eme, 
thy faderes brother, c 2565 Lindesay (Pitscottie) Chron. 
Scot. (1728) 19 His eames, William, earl of Douglas and 
David his brother. 2612 Drayton Pdy-olb. xxii, Henry 
Hotspur and his eame The earl of Worcester. 2674 Ray 
N. Country Wds. 16 Mine Earn : My Unkle, also generally 
my Gossip, my Compere. 2724 Ramsay Tea-t. Misc , (1733) 
II. 182 Rob my eem hecht me a stock. 2828 Scorr Hrt. 
Midi . Didna his eme die. ,wi’ the name of the Bluidy 
Mackenyie?’ 2855 Whitby Gloss., Earn or Beam, ‘mine 
earn my uncle, friend, gossip. 

Eme, variant of Yeme, Obs., heed. 

+ Emea'de, V. Obs : Her . [? f. E- pref. 4- late 
L. medi-are to divide in the middle, f. L. medius 
middle.] trans. To halve, divide in half. 

2562 Leigh A rmorie 62 b, The chiefc may not bee emeaded, 
or halfed . 1586 Ferne Blaz. Gentrie 207 Entier (not emeadedj 
Within the scutcheon. 


EMECRISTEN. 

Emecrxsten, var. of Even-Christian, Oh. 
t Eme'dul!, v. Obs.~° [ad. late L. emedullare 
to take out the marrow, f. e out + medulla mar- 
row.] tram. ‘To declare, take out the marrow ’ 
(Cockeram 1623). 

f Eme*dullate, v. Obs.— ° [f. L .emedulldt- 
ppL stem, of emedullare : see prec.] tram. To 
take out the marrow or pith. 

1731 in Bailey. 1775 in Ash. 

Emeer(e, var. ff. Emie, Saracen prince. 
Emel v l^e, var. forms of Amelle, Oh. 
f Eme'mforate, v. Obs 0 [f. L. emembrdt - 
ppl. stem of emembra-re to cut the limbs off.] 
tram. To castrate, geld. 

1731 in Bailey. 1775 in Ash. 

Emend (/me*nd), v. Also 5 emend©, [ad. 
L. emendd-re, f. e out + menda fault. (OFr, liad 
esmender , emender.) Cf. Amend.] 
f 1 . trans. To free (a person) from faults, correct. 
Also intr. for rcfi . Obs. 

14.. MS. St. John's Coll. Ox on. No. X17 . 123 b in Maskell 
Mon. JR it. III. 355 Loue him [God] that he emendith the. 
CIS42 Udall in Orig. Lett. Eminent Men (1843) 6 To hope 
that I maye ere now bee emended for the tyme to cum. 
— . Ibid. 7 As another besides me maye happen to dooe 
amys, so maye X as well as another emend. 

2 . To free (a thing) from faults, correct (what 
is faulty), rectify, rare in mod. use. 

. ^1485 Digby Myst. (1882) 1. 23 An-other tyme to emende 
it if we can, 1659 Feltham Low Countries n. (R.) The . . 
force of the sun, .hath a little emended them. 1867 Draper 
A mer. Civ. Warl. xxvi. 447 Universal suffrage has emended 
the law of the landlord and tenant. 

b. esp. To remove errors from (the text of a 
book or document) ; — Emendate v. 

1768 Swinton in Phil. Trans. LVIII. 258 That writer 
therefore seems to be emended . . by my coin. 1833 Sir G. 
Lewis in PhiloL Mus. 1 . 282 Tyrwhitt.. ingeniously emends 
some choliambics cited by Apollonius. 1836 Lytton 
Athens {1837) I. 274 Pisistratus .. did . . collect, arrange, 
and emend poems. 1854 Badham Halieut, 524 Passing 
whole nights . . not in emending Greek, but, etc. 

1 3 . To repair or make good (what is broken or 
damaged) ; =- Mend. Oh. 

1411 [see Emending.] 1480 Wardr. Ace . Edw. IV { 1830) 
12 1 A broken chayer emended with small gilt nailles. 

Eme*ndable, a. [f. L. emendabilis that may 
be amended.] That is capable of being emended. 
1731-S8 00 in Bailey. 1847 in Craig ; and in mod. Diets. 

+ Eme’ndals, sb. pi. Obs. [? f. med,L. emenda 
(see Emends) + -al.] ? Funds set apart for re- 

pairs. (See quot.) 

1693 Coles, Emendal. 1708-15 in Kersey. 1721-1800 in 
Bailey. 1751 Chambers Cycl., Emendals, an ola term still 
used in the accounts of the Inner Temple ; where, so much 
in emendals at the foot of an account signifies so much in 
the bank, or stock of the house, for reparation of losses, and 
other occasions. In mod Diets, 
t Emendate, a. Obs. [ad. L. emenddt-us pa. 
pple. of emendd-re to free from fault, correct, im- 
prove,] Emended, corrected, restored. 

1654 Hammond Answ. Animadv. Ignat . vi. § 1. 153 An 
emendate copie of these Epistles. 1677 Cary Chron , 1. n. 

1. viii. 66 The Form of the Emendate Julian Year. 

Emendate (rmend^t), V. [f. L. emendat - (see 
prec. and Emend.] trans. To remove errors and 
corruptions from (a text). 

1876 J. H. Newman Mist. Si. II. v.v. 477 He. .emendated 
. . the text of Scripture. 

t Emendately, adv. Obs. rare . [f. Emen- 
date a. + -ly.] In an emendated manner. 

1539 Taverner Bible , Dedic., The printers . . were . . de- 
sirous to have the. .bible com forth, .as emendatly, etc. 

Emendation (fmend^-Jbn). [ad. L. emenda - 
iion-em , noun of action f. emenddre to Emend. (In 
OF. esmendacion) ] The action of emending. 

1 1 - Correction, reformation, improvement (of 
life, conduct, etc.). Obs. 

1536 B ellen den Cron. Scot. (182D II. 166 The noblis of 
Scotland . , seand na emendation of his life. 1660 R. Coke 
Power <J- Snbf 201 The emendation of the Church, a 1677 
Barrow Serm. Wks. 1716 II, no Emendation .. of nature 
is produced by his grace. 

2. Improvement by alteration and correction ; 
esp. of literary or artistic products, methods of 
procedure, scientific systems, etc. ; a particular 
instance of such improvement. 

1586 W. Webbe Eng. Poetrie (Arb.) 05 The emendations 
of Poemes he very necessary. 1641 Milton* Ck. Govt. v. 
(1851) 116 All this . . interpolisht by some second hand with 
crooks and emendations. 1665 Wharton Disc. Observ. 
Easter Wks. (1683 > 36 A better Emendation of the Calendar. 
1736 Butler Anal. Introd. Wks. 1874 I. 7 What would be 
the amount of these emendations . . upon the system of 
nature. 1783 Mason Fresnofs Art Paint. Pref. (R.) I 
hardly left a single line in it without giving it . . an emen- 
dation. 1830 Cunningham Brit. Paint. 1 . 156 His friends 
suggested emendations. 1854 H. Rogers Ess. (i860) II. 52 
Leibnitz' emendation of the saying . . has passed into epi- 
grammatic notoriety. 1872 O. W. Holmes Poet Break f.-t. 
vi. 193 A man's biography with, .emendations by his ghost. 

b. esp. The correction (usually by conjecture or 
inference) of the text of an author where it is 
presumed to have been corrupted in transmission ; 
a textual alteration for this purpose. 

1632 62 Heylin Cosmogr. (1674) Introd. 9/2 The emenda- | 
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tion of Bochartus coming in to help. 2778 Bp. Lowth 
Isaiah Prelim. Dissert, (ed. 12) 45 Whether the conjectural 
rendering, or the conjectural emendation, be the more agree- 
able to the context. 1877 Dowden Shahs. Prim. iu. 30 
The emendations being often more wrong than right. 

t Emendative, a. Obs. rare- 1 , [as if ad. 
L. *emenddtw-us : see Emendate v. and -ive.] 
That tends to emend. 

1642 Ames Marrow of Div. 352 Emendative lustice is 
either commutative, or corrective. 

Emendator (2f*mend<?»t3i). [a. L. emend at or 
corrector.] One who emendates ; a corrector. 

1672 Cosin Canon Script. 123 (T.) The Roman emendators 
. . know not how to trust it. 1837 Emerson Misc. (1855) 77 
The restorers of readings, the emendators. 

Emendatory (ftne’ndatori), a. [ad. L. emcn- 
ddtori-us corrective : see Emendate v. and -oey.] 
Of or pertaining to emending, 
f 1 . In moral sense : Corrective, disciplinary^ 
1660 Jer. Taylor Duct. Dubit. Tv. i. iv. § 10 Punish- 
ments emendatory. 

2 . Of or pertaining to Emendation 2 and 2 b. 
1795 R. Anderson Life of Dr. Johnson 142 The sagacity 
of his emendatory criticisms. 1870 Athenaeum 2 Apr. No. 
2212. 457 Emendatory editions may be yet jn store. 1885 
Spectator 18 July 952/1 Every page .. bristles with the 
emendatory asterisk. 

Emended (imemded),///. a. [f. Emend v. + 
-ed i.] Freed from faults, improved, corrected. _ 
1883 Nature 199 An emended copy. 1884 Mahaffy in 
Contemp. Rev. June 902 Scholia in an emended form. 

Emender (z’memdoi). [f. Emend v. + -er.] 
One who emends. 

1885 Spectator 18 July 952/1 The wildest emenders almost 
invariably make . . discoveries of permanent value. 

t Eme*ndicate f v. Oh. [f. L. emenduat- 
ppl. stem of emendicd-re (f. e out + mendicus 
beggar) to obtain by begging.] 

1 . trans. To obtain by begging. 

1611 Speed Hist. Gt.Brit. ix. viii. § 38 Nor would [he] any 
longer emendicate their forraine Justice. 1624 F. White 
Repl. Fisher 554 It must emendicate Vertue .. to satisfie 
the Auarice of the Horse-leaches of Rome. 1681 [see below]. 

2 . absol. To beg. 

1623 Cocker am, Emendicate, to beg, or craue almes. 2847 
in Craig ; and in mod. Diets. 

Hence Ememdicated///. a. 

2681 Burnet Hist. Ref. II, 56 Orders are ..given, upon 
the credit of emendicated recommendations. 

Ememdiaxg, vbl. sb. [f. Emend +-ingL] 
The action of the vb. Emend. 

1412 E. E. Wills (1882') 17 In emendynge of weys lyand 
about manere of Bradfeld. C1542 Udall in Orig. Lett. 
Eminent Men (1843)4 Aftir myn emendyng and reformacion. 

t Eme'ndment. Obs. rare- 1 . In 6 emende- 
ment. [f. Emend v. +-ment ]■= Amendment i a. 

1569 Crowley Soph. Dr. Watson xx. 92 Our emendement 
of Life. 

J Eme nds. Obs. rare- 1 , [ad. OF. esmendes, 
pi. of esmende reparation (in med.L. emenda , f. 
emenddre to Emend.] == Amends 2. 

1542 Udall Erasm, Apopk. n. §2 The . . losse . . of one 
precious stone seined a sufficient, .emendes for his felicitie. 
Emer, var. of Yemer, Obs., guardian. 

14.. Tundale's Vis. 224 That was the angell to beton is 
bale The why ch was emer of Tundale. 

Emerald (e-msrald). Forms : 4-7 emeraud(e, 
-awd(e, emxaud, (4 emeraund, -rad(e, -royde, 
emmorant, 5 emerant, 6 amerand, emerode, 
emorade, emrade, -rode,) 7 hemerauld, em- 
raid, -auld, -old, (8 emerant), 6- emerald, 
[a. OF. emeraude, esmeraude , esmeralde (Fr. 
emeraude ) ; cf. Pr. esmerauda , Sp., Pg. esmeralda , 
It. smeraldo :—Com. Romanic types *smaralda , 
*smaraldo, repr. L. smaragdus , a. Gr. crpapaydos : 
see Smaragdus. The change of gd into Id in 
Romanic occurs in other cases, as It. Baldacea for 
Bagdad. In Eng. the form with Id does not 
appear in our quots. before 16th c., when it may 
be due to Sp. influence.] 

1 . A precious stone of bright green colour ; in 
mod. use exclusively applied to a variety of the 
Beryl species (see Beryl sb. 2), found chiefly in 
S. America, Siberia, and India. 

In early examples the word, like most other names of pre- 
cious stones, is of vague meaning ; the mediaeval references 
to the stone are often based upon the descriptions given by 
classical writers of the smaragdus , the identity of which 
with our emerald is doubtful. In the AV. (as previously 
by Tindale) emerald has been adopted as the rendering of 
Heb. 'J 02 I nophek (LXX. ai>0pa£, Yulg. carhmculus), a gem 
as to the nature of which there is no evidence.] 
c 1300 K. Alis, 7030 Grete drakis . . emeraundis in mouth 
bare, a 1310 in Wright Lyric P. v. 26 Ase emeraude 
a-morewen this may haveth myht. 1481 Caxton My it. 
il vii. 79 The Emerawde . . is . . playsaunt to the eye, 
1526 Tindale Rev. xxi. 19 The fourth an emeralde, 1527 
Test. Ebor. (Surtees) V. 244 Unum annulum cum lapide 
vocato an emorade. 1599 Hakluyt Voy. II. 243 [249] 
Fine emrauds set in golde. 260s Holland Pliny XL 454 
Our cups . . must be set out with hemeraulds. 1609 Bible 
(D ouay) Ex. xxviii. 10 In the first rew shal be . . the eme- 
raud. 1634 Milton Comus 894 My chariot thick set with 
emerald green. 1691 Wood Ath. Oxon . II. 523 A ring .. 
having an emrold set therein between two diamonds. 175s 
Chambers Cycl. s.v., The emerald is supposed . . to arrive 


EMERGE. 

f at its greenness by slow degrees. 1842 Lytton Zanom 28 
Valleys where the birds build their nests with emeralds to 
attract the moths. 1861 C. King Ant. Gems (1866) 29 The 
Bactrian and Scythian Emeralds were considered the best. 
2. Her. The name given by English heralds to 
the green colour (ordinarily called vert) when it 
occurs in the arms of the nobility. 

1572 Bossewell Armorie 11. 60b, The fielde is of the 
Topaze, a Basiliske displayed, Emeraude, cristed, Saphire. 
8, transf. as name of its colour emerald-green, 
vjxz tr, Pomefs Hist. Drugs I. 107 Scales of Brass thrice 
calcin’d . . will make a Sea-green, an Emerald . .with many 
other colours. 

4. jprinting. The name of the size of type larger 
than nonpareil and smaller than minion : 

Emerald Type. 

5. atirib. and Comb. a. Simple aitrib. 

1877 W. Jones Finger-ring L. 127 An emerald ring was 
thought to ensure purity. 

b quasi-tzqjf. Brilliantly green like the emerald. 
1598 Shaks. Merry W.v. v. 74 Hony Soit Qui Mal-y- Pence, 
write In Emrold-tuffes. 1732 Rogers Pleas. Mem. 1. 145 
The glow-worm loves her emerald-light to shed. 1813 
Hogg Kilmeny , The stillness that lay on the emerant lee. 
1855 Macaulay Hist. Eng. III. 158 That vast expanse of 
emerald meadow. 1855 Singleton Virgil I. 8 Thou might- 
est have reposed This night upon the emerald foliage. 

C. Similative in adjs., as emerald-bright , -green, 
•like. 

1614 Earl Stirling Doames-Day, Twelfth Mojire (R.), 
Rivers .. emulate the emerauld-like grasse. 1646 Sir T. 
Browne Pseud. Ep. in. xxv. 177 A . . flame of a circular 
figure and Emerald green colour, i860 Ruskin Mod. Paint . 

V, vi. ix. 84 The glades between emerald-bright. 1879 R. 
H. Elliot Written on Foreheads I. 1 The fields . . were 
emerald green. 

d. Special combinations or phrases : f emerald 
copper {Mini) «* Dioptase ; emerald green, a 
durable pigment of a vivid light-green colour, 
prepared from the arseniate of copper ; Emerald 
Isle, a name given to Ireland, on account of its 
prevailing verdure ; emerald moth ( Entom .), a 
name applied to certain moths of the genera Hip- 
parchus , Hemithea, and Cleora, distinguished by 
their bright green colour; emerald nickel {Mini), 
a native hydrocarbonate of nickel. 

1815 Aikjn Min . 91 *Emerald Copper, .occurs crystallized 
in lengthened dodecahedrons. 1879 Rood Mod . Chromatics 
ix. 121 The pigment known as ^emerald-green. 1795 Dr. 

W. Drennan Erin in Notes <5* Q. Ser. ii. IX. 199 The men 
of the ^Emerald Isle [Drennan afterwards claimed to have 
invented the name.] 1843 Orderson Creol. v. 46 Our friend 
of the Emerald Isle. 1845 Westwood Brit. Moths II. 17 
Hipparchus papilionarius (the large *emerald). Hemithea 
vernaria (the small emerald). Hemithea smaragdaria 
(the Essex emeralds Cleora bajularia (the blotched 
emerald). 1848 A mer. Jrnl. Sc. Ser. u. VI. 248 *Emerald 
Nickel from Texas. 

EmeraMilie (e'msraldin, -sin), a. and sb. [f. 
Emerald + -ine.] 

A. adj. Like an emerald in colour ; emerald- 
green. 

1855 Ckamb. Jrnl. III. 408 The moat . . bears on its em- 
eraldine breast parterres crowded with . . lovely flowers. 
1859 All Y. Round No. 19. 448 Emeraldine sea. 1863 
Thornbury True as Steel III. 316 The larch puts forth its 
emeraldine tufts. 

B. sb. A dye formed from aniline treated with 
hydrochloric acid and chlorate of potassium, or 
from a salt of aniline treated with sesquichloride of 
iron; aniline-green. 

1864 Pop. Sc. Rev. III. 437 A green aniline dye called 
emeraldine. 

t Emeras. Obs. (See quot.) 

1631 Weever Anc. Fun. Mon. 856 He lieth in complete 
Armour, on both his Emerases the Crosse of Saint George. 
1847 Gloss. Brit. Heraldry, Enter asses or Ailettes, small 
escutcheons affixed to the shoulders of an armed knight : 
sometimes shield-shaped, .and sometimes circular. 

Emeraudes, obs. f. Emerod. 

Eme*rge, sb. nonce-wd. [f. next.] A surface 
that has emerged. 

1878 B. Taylor Deukalion hi. i. 101 The slow ages on her 
bare emerge Gathered the dust for grass. 

Emerge (zmoudg), V. [ad. (directly or through 
Fr. emergef) L. emergere, f. e out + mergers to dip.] 
+ 1- intr. To rise by virtue of buoyancy, or 
out of a liquid. Obs. exc, as a contextual use of 2 . 

1667 Boyle Orig. Formes $ Qual., Emerging to the top 
of a much heavier Liquor. 1731 Bailey, Emerge , . when 
a .. Body. . lighter than Water, being thrust down .. into 
it, rises again, .it is said to immerge |jzV] out of the Water. 

2. To come up out of a liquid in which (the 
subject) has been immersed. Also transf. to rise 
from (under the surface of) the earth. 

1640 G. Watts Bacon's Adv. Learn, n. xiii. (R.) From 
whose [Medusa’s] blood gushing out, instantly emerged Pe- 
gasus the flying horse. 1684 T. Burnet The. Earth (J.), The 
mountains emerged, and became dry land again. 1692 Bent- 
ley Boyle Led. v. 168 Great multitudes of Animals did 
fortuitously emerge out of the Soil. 1700 Dryden Homer 
Wks. 1821 XII. 377 Thetis . . emerging from the deep, 
176$ Cowper Lett. 4 July, Just emerged from the Ouse, 
I sit down to thank you. 1856 Emerson Eng. Traits , 
Result Wks. (Bohn) II. 137 The Ocean out of which [Great 
Britain] emerged. 

3. To come forth into view ; to pass out, issue, 
from dn enclosed space, area of obscuration, etc. 
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1700 Dryden Fables (J.), Darkness, we > see, emerges into 
light. 1751 Johnson Rambl No. 144 p 3 No sooner can 
any man emerge from the crowd. 1809-10 Coleridge 
Friend I. 5 He emerged from. Ms place of shelter, i860 
Tyndall Glue. 1. § 22. 157, I . . saw the party . . emerging 
from one of the hollows. 1878 Huxley Physiogr. 141 By 
the time the stream emerges [from the lake]. 

% quasi-tram. (cf. depart this life, etc.) 

1675 R. Bdjrthogge Causa Dei 238 Here, .as on a. .tu- 
multuous Sea, men are Uncapable of, .discerning God.. but 
hereafter, when they have emerged it, they shall, etc. 

b. spec, in Optics of a ray of light after pass- 
ing through a lens, prism, etc. ; in Astron. of 
a heavenly body after occupation or eclipse. 

1704 Newton Optics (T.) The rays emerge more obliquely 
out of the second refracting surface. 1833 Sir J. Herschel 
Astron . . x. § 541 (1858) 361/2 The satellite , . will emerge . . 
after. . occupation. 1839 G. Bird Elem . Nat. Phil. 379 If 
the glass parallelepiped be sufficiently long, the beam of 
light will emerge circularly polarized. 

4. fig. To rise into notice, come forth from 
obscurity; also, to issue from a state of subjec- 
tion, suffering, embarrassment, etc. 

1664 H. More Myst. Ittiq. 296 The Pope once emerged 
above the Emperor. 1665 Glanvill Seeps. Set. 79 The 
Empire began to emerge from that black night of Ignor- 
ance. 1713 Bentley Phil. Lips. § 40 (X.) Children, who 
must needs have emerged in a secular life. 1790 Burke Fr. 
Rev. 71 How very soon France .. recovered and emerged 
from the . . dreadful civil war. 1856 Froude Hist. Eng. 
(1858) II. vi. 13 He emerges into distinct notice. , ten years 
subsequent. 1876 Green Stray Stud. 185 Florence emerged 
into communal greatness. 

t b. Used (like L. evaders) for : To ‘turn out’, 
become. Ohs. 

1699 Evelyn Acetaria (2729) 146 An accomplish’d Sallet- 
Dresser . . to emerge an exact Critic. 

5. Of a fact, principle, etc.: To come out as 
the result of an investigation or discussion. Of 
a state of things, a question or problem : To 4 crop 
up*, arise, present itself for solution {esp. suddenly 
or unexpectedly). 

1563-87 Foxe A. <$■ M. (1596) 86/2 All difficult questions 
in all prouinces whatsoeuer emerging, 1680 H. More 
Apoca. 1 . Apoc . 10 Hence emerges a difficulty. 170a Evelyn 
in Pepys Diary VI. 254 Instructions naturally emerging 
from the subject. 1710 Pkideaux Orig. Tithes ii. 52 So 
many reasons would continually emerge. 1791 Burke 
Thoughts Fr. Affairs Wks. VII. 51 The train of things as 
they successively emerge.^ 1861 Tulloch Eng. Purit. i. 30 
The political difficulty, .did not emerge in Elizabeth’s reign. 
1868 M, Pattison Academ. Org. 249 Here emerges the ques- 
tion as to compulsory attendance. 

Emerge, bad spelling of Immerge v. 

1644 Jus Populi 34 The right of Fathers . . is now emerged 
or made subordinate. 1743 Humours of Whist 45, I have 
been emerged in calculation ever since. 1824 Mechanic's 
Mag . No. 50. 351 Emerge it into a. .cistern of cold water. 

t Eme*rgement. Obs. rare. [f. Emerge v. 
+ -ment.] a- Emergency 4 . 

a 1734 North Exam. u. y. p 138 It being usually observed 
that such Emergements disperse in Rumor unaccountably. 

Emergence (fmc’idgens). [ad. late L. emer- 
ge ntia, f. emergfre to Emerge.] 

1. The rising (of a submerged body) out of the 
water. 

1833 Lyell Prim. Geol. III. 113 The waves . . continue 
their denuding action during the emergence of these islands. 
i860 Tyndall Glac. 11. 400 A well-wetted oar . . on its first 
emergence from the water. 1875 Croll Climate f T. xxiii. 
368 The . , emergence of the land during the glacial epoch. 

2. The process of coming forth, issuing from 
concealment, obscurity, or confinement, lit. and 
fig. (Cf. Emerge v . 3 , 4 .) 

1755 Brooke Uitiv. Beauty 1, 10 From the deep thy 
[Venus’] bright emergence sprung. 1779 Johnson Milton, 
L. P. 96 Physiological learning is of., rare emergence. 
1817 Coleridge Biog. Lit. (1817) 39 The emergence of an 
original poetic genius above the literary horizon. 1835-6 
Todd Cycl. At tat. I. 68/1 The infant is prepared for a more 
independent existence by the emergence of teeth. 1853 
Kane Grinnell Exp. xviii. (1856) 140 Its [a glacier’s] emer- 
gence from the valley. 1873 Symonds Grk. Poets L x The 
emergence from primitive barbarism of the great races. 1884 
Sat . Rev. 22 Nov. 657/2 That emergence of the adversary’s 
point at the back might trouble a N eapolitan fencer* 
b. Astron. and Optics. (Cf. Emerge v. 3 b.) 
1704 N ewton Optics ( J.) Refracted light, at its very first 
emergence. 1833 Sir J. Herschel Astron. ix. 294 The 
satellite’s emergence. 1863 Tyndall Heat iv. 108 As a 
thermic agent, the beam, .is far more powerful than, .after 
Its. '.emergence* . 1881 , Lo. Rayleigh . in ■ Nature ■ XXV , 64 
Giving the light a more . .grazing emergence. 

3. An unforeseen occurrence ; a state of things 
unexpectedly arising, and demanding immediate 
attention. 

' -Now.' replaced fey' Emergency, which Ash" in *775 notes as 
* less usual 

*649 Biv Guthrie Mem. (1702) 72 The Castle of Dunglass 
was blown up with, Powder . . TMs tragical Emergence, 
etc. _ 1788 Priestley Led. Hist. v. lii. 406 To raise the 
nominal value of money may serve a particular emergence; 
1823 Scott PeverU vi, The best I can think of in this emer- 
gence is, etc. 1849 Mrs. Carlyle Lett. II. 69 Nothing 
came out on the present emergence to alter our opinion. 

H Pressing need, urgent want : ‘ a sense not 
proper’ (J.). 

1781 Cowter Charity 188 Not he but his emergence forced 
the door; 1846 Thackeray Comhillto Cairo ix. xo6 They 
call in their emergence upon countless saints and virgins. 

4. Mat. A term applied by . Sachs to those out- 


growths- on leaves or stems which arise from the 
sub -epidermic tissue and not merely from the 
epidermis. 

1882 tr, Sac/tfs Text-bk. Botany (ed. 2) 161. 

Emergency (zmo-idgensi). [ad. late L. Imtr- 
gentia : see prec. and -ency.] 

1. The rising of a submerged body above the 
surface of water ; * Emergence i . Now rare. 

164.6 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. iv. vi'. 194 A Tyrant.. to 
prevent the emergencie of murdered' bodies did use to cut 
off their lungs. 2693 Phil. Trans. XVII. 689 They [the 
Goodwin Sands], .may be of late Emergency, 1880 A. R. 
Wallace Isl. Life ix. 169 Repeated submergencies and 
emergencies of the land. 

f 2. The process of issuing from concealment, 
confinement, etc. ; — Emergence 2 . Obs. 

c 1645 Howell Feint. Lett. (1650) II, 4 Congratulat his 
. .emergency from . that course he was plunged ip. 1656 
H. More Antid . Ath. Pref. Gen. (1712 1 14 The. .immediate 
emergency of Vitality from Spirit. 2663 Boyle Colours (J.), 
The emergency of colours, upon coalition of the particles of 
such bodies, .is very well worth our attentive observation, 
t b. Astron. - Emergence 2 b. Obs. rare . 

176Z Dunn in Phil. Trans. LII. 579, I had compared It 
with the fixed_ stars, and the Moon, after emergency from 
the aforementioned clouds. 

1 3. The arising, sudden or unexpected occur- 
rence (of a state of things, an event, etc.). Obs. 

2665 Glanvill Seeps. Set. xxi. Most of our Rarities have 
been found out by casual emergency. 17S5 Magens In- 
surances II. 2 The Emergency of an unexpected Case. 
1776 Gibbon Decl. <$• F. l. 383 The emergency of war very 
frequently required their presence on the frontiers. 

4. cotter, a. (the ordinary mod. use) : A juncture 
that arises or ‘turns tip'; esp. a state of things 
unexpectedly arising, and urgently demanding im- 
mediate action. 

# a 1632 Donne Select. (1840) 107 The Psalms minister 
instruction. . to every man, in every emergency. 1764 Burn 
Poor Laws 196 Relief on sudden emergencies. 1822 Byron 
Mar. Fat. v. i. 183 On great emergencies The law must be 
remodell’d or amended. 2856 Froude Hist. Eng. (2858) I. 
iv. 34a The bishop, beautifully equal to the emergency, 
arose. 1867 Smiles Huguenots Eng. ii. 12880) 22 On an 
emergency he would even undertake to measure land. 

H Hence sometimes used for: Urgency, pressing 
need. ‘A sense not proper * (J.)* 

2716 Addison Freeholder ( J ), In any case of , emergency, 
he would employ the whole wealth of his empire. Mod. It 
is a case of great emergency. 

t b. pi. Casual or contingent profits. * Obs. 

a 2662 Heylin Land 1. 251 Rents, Profits and Emer- 
gencies belonging to a Bishop of Bath and Wells. 

5. attrib. f esp. in Emergency man : (in Ireland) 
an occasional bailiffs officer, recruited for special 
service, esp. in evictions. 

2881 Let. 14 Dec. in Reid Life of IV. E. Forster { 2888) 
II. viii. 377 The Emergency Committee . . was a purely 
Orange emanation. 1883 Ann. Reg. 1. 1 Three Emergency 
men [were] attacked by an armed party. 

Emergent (rinc-udgent), a. and sb. [a. L. 
emergent-em : see Emergence.] A. adj. 

1. Rising out of a surrounding mediumj e.g. water. 

2627 May Lucan iv. 141 Emergent hills t’appeare began. 

2682 Weekly Mem. Ingen. 355 One part is emergent above 
the water. <*1774 Ferguson Month of April, Brittania 
.. Floating emergent on the Frigid zone. 2852 Rustem 
Stones Ven. II. vi, The great plain, broken by an emergent 
rock or clump of trees. 

b. fig. with direct reference to lit. sense. 

1636 B. Jonson Discov. (2692) 693 The man that is once 
hated, both his good and his evil deeds oppress him. He is 
not easily emergent. 2647 May Hist. Pari, hi. vi. 102 
Parliament was. .so. .sunke. .that nothing but an extra- 
ordinary providence could make it again emergent, 2763 
Shenstone Elegies v. 27 Hope, still emergent, still con- 
temns the wave, a 2797 H. Walpole Mem. Geo. II. 1. 376 
The emergent humour of his people. 

2. That is in process of issuing forth. 

2640 Shirley Opportunity Ded., This poem .. emergent 
from the press* 1728 Thomson Spring 263 This . . emergent 
from the gloomy wood, The glaring lion saw % 2838 J. Stru- 
thers Poetic Tales 38 The sun emergent smiled. 

b. spec, in Astron. (see quot.) ; in Optics said 
of a ray of light after passing through a refracting 
medium; so also of a ray of heat. 

2676 Newton in Phil. Trans. XI. 558 The incident re- 
fractions were., equal to the emergent. 2722 Bailey s.v., 
When a Star is getting out of the Sun Beams, and ready 
to become visible, it is said to fee emergent. 2822 Imison Sc. 
fy Art 1. 246 The emergent rays will be 'collected to a focus. 
2863 Tyndall Heat ix. (1870) 287 Heat emergent from 
these respective plates. 

3. fig. That is in process of rising into notice. 

2654 H. L’Estrange Chets. I. (2655) 8 The self same spirit 

of contest, .was emergent long before that marriage. 1837 
Carlyle Fr. Rev. 11. vi. vi, Either emergent or else 
emerged and full-blown, 2852 J. H, Newman Cath. in 
Eng. 189 There are emergent parties in this country. 

4. fig. That arises from or out of something 
prior ; consequent, derivative, 

c 2629 R. Jones Serm. Resur, in Phentx II. 488 Declin- 
ing all emergent controverts. 2650 Venner Via Recta 
Advt. 370 From whose [blood] losse or want so great hurts 
are emergent, a 2726 South (J.), A necessity emergent 
from and inherent in the things themselves. 1833 Sir J. 
Herschel Astron. xiii. § 689 (1858) The changes of ex- 
centricity emergent, .from the action of the normal force. 

5. Casually or unexpectedly arising; not spe- 
cially provided for. arch, . 


2593 Bilson Go7»t. Christ's Ck. 375 To amend all matters 
emergent. 2628 Digby Voy. Medit. (1868) 3 That the 
Admiral! may giue directions vpon emergent occasions. 
2653 H. Cog an Diod. Sic. 238 It is their custome after meat? 
to fall into some emergent discourse. 2726 Ayliffk Parerg. 
282 Allowances of Money paid to Persons for emergent 
Services. 2845-6 Trench Huts. Led. Ser. 1. ii. 33 Occa- 
sional documents called forth by emergent needs. • 

*1] Used for 4 urgent’, ‘pressing’. • 

1706 De Foe Jure Div. Pref. 1 To perswade their Princes 
to burst them in their most emergent Occasions. 2717 Lady 
M. W. Montague Lett. II. xlvii. 45 The most emergent 
necessity. 2878 Macrn. Mag. Jan. 254/2 Certain petty and 
emergent repairs. 2882 Spectator 19 Feb. 245 The provo- 
cation was of the most emergent kind. 2882 Sir R. Temple 
Men fy Extents viii. 182-3 If a matter was politically emer- 
gent . * he cast away his over-caution. 

6 . Required for emergencies. 

2800 Wellington Let. in Gurw. Disp. I. 65 I have this 
day sent a supply of emergent ammunition, 
f 7. Emergent year : trams!, of med.L. amms 
emergens. Obs. 

The term was used by Gervase of Tilbury, who says that 
the Jews have three modes of reckoning their years :: viz., 
annum usualem , which they employ in conformity with 
the practice of their Christian neighbours^ beginning on 
z Jan. ; annum legitimum, which begins in April ; and 
annum emergeniem , which is reckoned from their departure 
from Egypt. In this passage emergens has its usual med.L,. 
sense * arising out of a particular circumstance ’ (cf. 4, 5) ; 
but after the publication of Gervase in Leibnitz Script. 
Rer. Bruns®. (2707-10) the phrase annus emergens was 
■taken to mean ‘ the initial year of an era ’ (a misconception 
to which the sentence, apart from its context, easily lends 
itself). Hence the modem equivalents of the L. phrase, 
with this incorrect explanation, found their way into 18th c. 
dictionaries of Fr., Sp., and Eng. ; but we have failed to 
discover any evidence that they actually came into use in 
those langs. A passage from the same ultimate source as 
that in' Gervase occurs in Higden (see quot. 1450). 

c 2450 tr. ■ Higden s Polychron. (Harl. MS, 2261) I. 37 Also 
there is a yere emergente as anendes theyme begynnertgs 
from May when thei wente from Egipte. 1736 Bailey, 
Emergent year [with erroneous explanation as above]. 
Hence in mod. Diets. 

B. sb. t 3L An outcome, incidental result. Obs. 
2528 State Lett . in Burnet Hist . Ref. II. 89 In this cause 
of Matrimony with all the emergents and dependencies upon 
the same. ? 1656 Bramhall Replic. vi. 235 The considera- 
tion of one or two circumstances or emergents. 

1 2. An unforeseen occurrence, a contingency 
not specially provided for ; = Emergency 3 b. Obs. 

2620 Brent tr. Sarpi s Hist. Counc. Trent 658 To be able 
to giue a rule for all emergents as the times doe require. 
5637-50 Row Hist. Kirk (1842) 47 Maters falling out, new 
incidents and emergents. a 2724 Burnet Own Time II. 74 
By an unlooked for emergent, the session was broke. 2720 
Wodrow Corr. (1843) 1* • 49 1 My behaviour in this emergent. 

3. Science. An effect produced by a combination 
of several causes, but not capable of being re- 
garded as the sum of their individual effects. 
Opposed to resultant. 

1874 Lewes Problems Lifety Mind 1. 98. 
Ernergently (tfna'id&entli), adv. [f. prec. + 
-ly-L] In an emergent manner ; T by way of in- 
cidental consequence {obs.). 

2660 Jer. Taylor Duct. Dubit. nr. iv. p 5 § 1 Not primely 
necessary, but emergently and contingently, .useful. 

t Eme*rgentness. Obs, rare~°. (f. Emer- 
gent a. + -ness.] The state of being emergent; 
4 emergency, casualness ’ (Bailey). 

2736 in Bailey. 2775 in Ash. 

Emerging (zmsudgiij), vbl. sb. [f. Emerge v. 
+ -ING 1 .] Tne action of the verb Emerge. 

2823 Examiner 20 May 300/2 The most convenient grave 
for the emerging of the deceased. 2831 Howitt Seasons 
262 Those sudden emergings from shadow and silence. 2837 
Carlyle Fr. Rev. (2872) III. u. vi. 79 We have got to 
another emerging of the Trial. 

Emerging, ppl. a. [F. as prec. + -ing 8 .] That 
emerges, lit. and fig. 

2646 S. Bolton Arraignm. Err. 265 The power of re- 
dressing emerging enormities in a church. 2703 Pope Ver- 
tmnnus 215 Thro* clouds th’ emerging sun appears, 1720 
Norris Chr, Prud. ii. 201 They. Jay down old Principles. . 
when, .any emerging Juncture shall make it for their ad- 
vantage. 2822 Byron Heav. $■ Earth iii. 40 To hiss and 
sting through some emerging world. 1856 Stanley Sinai 
# Pal. vi. 263 The waves , .dash against the emerging rocks, 
Emeriek, emeril(l, obs. forms of Emery. 
t Eme*rit, a. Obs. rare. [ad. L. emerit-us : 
see Emeritus.] Superannuated. In quots. used 
contemptuously. Also as quasi-^. Cf. Emeritus^ 

2642 W. Cartwright Ordinary i. v. (2652) 17 That old 
Emerit thing . . that rotten Antiquary, a 2643 — Birth 
P'cess Elis. (R.), The emerit ancient warbling priests, 
17x0 Ace. Last Distemper ofT. Whigg il 43 He scorn’d to 
. . be thought an Emerlte. 

f Eme rit, v. Obs. rare— 1 , [f. L. emerit - ppl. 
stem of enter e-re, - ri , f. e out + merere , -ri to de- 
serve, earn.] tram. To obtain by service, deserve. 

2648 Fairfax, & c. Remonstrance 51 The persons that., 
slfiali have emerited their pardons, 

^merited (^me-rited), ppl. a. arch . [f. L. 

emerit-m (see next) + -ED.] Chiefly of soldiers and 
sailors : That has retired from active service, served 
out his time ; hence , skilled through long practice 
or experience. See Emeritus. 

2664 Evelyn Sylva (1776) 579 Emerited and well deserv* 1 
ing Seamen and Mariners. 2682 — Diary (2827) III. 61 A 
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Royal Hospital for emerited souldiers. 2859 Sala T%v. 
round Clock (x86ij 294 The most emerited thieves. Ibid 
401 The abhorred ‘ Palmerstoni ’ whom papal gensd’arme 
imagine to be an emerited brigand. 

j| Emeritus (zine*rit£s), a. and sb. [L. emeritus 
that has served his time (said of a soldier), pa. 
pple. of emereri (see Emlrit v.) to earn (one’s 
discharge) by service.] 

A. adj. Honourably discharged from service; 
chiefly in mod.L. phrase emeritus professor, the 
title given to a university professor who has re- 
tired from the office. 

1823 De Quincey Lett. onEdttc, v. {i860 1 ! 102 An emeritus 
Professor of Moral Philosophy. 1870 Lowell Study Wind . 
(1886) 86 He would not claim to be emeritus, 1874 Morley 
Compromise (1886) 140 When Reason may possibly have no 
more to discover for us in the region of morals ..and so 
will have become emeritus. 

B. sb. One who has retired or been discharged 
from active service or occupation. 

In mod. Diets. 

t Emerods, sb, pi. Ohs. Forms: 5-7 emer- 
aud.es, -odes, (5 emerawntys, -owdys, emo- 
royad.es), 7 emrods, emeroids, emerods. [ad. 
L. hmnorrhoides, a. Gr. at poppotfies : see Hemor- 
rhoids.] »- Hemorrhoids. Still sometimes used 
in allusions to 1 Sam, v. 6 , 7, in A.V.) 

a. 1400 in Rel. Ant . 1. 190 A man schal blede ther [in the 
arm] also, The emeraudis for to undo, c 1440 Promp. Parv . 
130 Emerawntys, or emerowdys. 1530 Palsgr. 182 A disease 
called the emerodes. 1610 Barrough Meth. Physick 1. 
xxviii. (1639) 47 If the disease [melancholy] be caused 
through the stopping of Emerods. 1625 Hart Anat. Ur. 
n. viii. 106 Such dust . . is thought to signifie fluxe of the 
Emeraudes. 1631 Gouge God’s Arrows m. 362 He died of 
..the Emeroids. 1770 Andrew Mitchell in Ellis Orig. 
Lett. Ser. it. IV. 527 He was seized.. with a fit of the gout 
and the emerods at the same time, 1853 Smedley Occult 
Sc. 335 The mice and emerods of gold .. were essentially 
charms. 

Emersed (ims-ist), ppl. a. [f. L. emers-us, 
pa. pple. of emergere to Emerge + -ed.] Standing 
out from a medium in which a thing has been 
plunged, lit. and jig. 

1686 Goad Celest. Bodies 1. xvi. 106 A perfect Trine 
emers’d above the Horizon. 1729 Savage Wanderer 1. 105 
My winding steps up a steep mountain strain ! Emers’d 
a-top, I mark the hills subside. 1870 Hooker Stud. Flora 
368 Leaves floating or emersed. 

Emersed, bad spelling of Immersed. 

1794 Sullivan View Nature I. 91 Emersed under the 
waters of the ocean. 

Emersion (frmrijbn). [as if ad. L. * emersion - - 
em, n, of action f. emerge-re to Emerge.] 

1 . The appearing (of what has been submerged) 
above the surface of the water. (Formerly some- 
times in a narrower sense : see quot. 1731.) 

1667 Phil. Trans. II. 440 The Immersion and Emersion of 
the Globe. 1693 Knatchbull Annot. 207 (T.) Their immer- 
sion into the water, and their emersion out of the same. 
1731 Bailey, vol. II. Emersion, the rising of any solid above 
the surface of a fluid specifically lighter than itself, into 
which it had been violently immersed. 1799 Kirwan Geol. 
Ess. 26 The creation of fish was. .subsequent to the emersion 
of the tracts just mentioned. 1875 Wonders Phys. World 
America, the emersion of which is comparatively recent. 
fig. 1760 Foote Minor n. (1781) 58 Her emersion from 
the mercantile ruin, 1768-74 Tucker Lt. Nat. (1852) II. 
350 This emersion, .of human nature from the floods of cor- 
ruption. 

2 . The action of coming out or issuing (from 
concealment or confinement). Somewhat rare . 

1763 C. Johnstone Reverie II. 42 My emersion from., 
solitude in which I had buried myself. 1835 Kirby Hab. 
Anim. I. ii. 63 The animal’s emersion from its hiding place. 

b. Astron. The reappearance of the sun or 
moon from shadow after eclipse, or of a star or 
planet after occultation. 

1633 H. Gellibrand in T. James Voy. R b, The exact 
time of the Moones Emersion. 1759 Johnson Rasselas xl. 
(4787) xx6 We were, .watching the emersion of a satellite of 
Jupiter. 1833 Sir J. Herschel^j/zw. ix. 294 An eclipse. . 
in which only the immersion, or only the emersion is 
seen. 

1 3 . A coming into notice; an issuing into 
being. Obs. 

1678 Cudworth Intell. Syst. 145 This Hylozoick Atheism 
hath been very obscure ever since its first Emersion. 1680 
H. More Apocal. Apoc. 2x8 The emersion of the New Jeru- 
salem into Being. 

Emery (e-msri), sb. Also 6 emerye, (ymree), 
7-8 eraerilQL, 7 emerick. [a. F. emeri , imeril , 
OF. esmeril - Sp. esmeril, It. smeriglio late L. 
smericulum , f. Gr. apijpis (cptpis, apvpis ) a powder 
used for polishing.] 

. 1 . A coarse variety of corundum, used for polish- 
ing metals, stones, and glass. 

*481-90 Howard Househ. Bks. (1844I 379 My Lord toke to 
. .the armore to by with emery xxd. 1505 La. Treas. A cc. 
Scotl. in Pitcairn Crim. Trials I. '*'123 Dichting of their 
steil sadilles with ymree. 1577 Wills $ Inv. N. C. (18351 1. 
4*5> Viij pounde emerye. 2620 Holland Camden's Brit. 11. 
225 That most hard and sharpe stone Smyris (which we 
tearme Emerill). *6xa Drayton Poly-olb. i. 2 Jernsey. . 
whose.. ground The hardned Emerill hath. 2646 Sir T. 
Browne Pseud, Ep. 11. iii. 69 The Magnet artracteth . . the 
Smyris or Emery in powder. 1677 Moxon Mech. Exerc. 
(1703) 15 Make it., smoother with Emerick. *759 Wilson 


in Phil. Trans. LI. 336, I then, with a little emery, made 
that edge . . rough again. *769 De Foe's Tour Gt. Brit. 
III. 349 The sharp and hard Stone Smyris or Emenl. 2816 
J. Smith Panorama Sc. ^ Art I. 33 Emery is. .employed 
as the cutting powder. 1858 Greener Gunnery 217 Polish 
the barrels with, .a little washed emery. 

2 . (See quot.) 

2789 Mills Strata Irel in Phil Trans. LXXX, 97 An 
irregular bed of iron ore, called emery by the inhabitants. 

3 . at t rib. and Comb., as emery-stone ; also emery- 
cloth, -paper, cloth or paper covered with emery- 
powder, to be used for polishing or cleaning 
metals, etc. ; emery-file (see quot.) ; emery- 
grinder, an emery-wheel mounted on a stand, to 
be used as a grind-stone ; emery-powder, ground 
emery, hence a vb. y to rub with emery-powder; 
emery-roller, a roller coated with emery ; emery- 
stick (see quot.) ; emery-wheel, a wheel made 
of lead, or of wood covered with leather, coated 
with emery, and used for polishing. 

1884 F. Britten Watch § Clockm. 101 *Emery File 
. . a solid stick of Emery used as a file. 177a Phil. 
Trans. LX II. 360 The stem . . made very smooth with 
*Emery paper. 1812 Examiner 28 Dec. 824/2 Blacking 
and emery-paper manufacturers. 18. . Oxfiord Bible Helps 
126 The corundum . . which when ground is known to us 
as *emery powder. 2885 Mrs. Riddell Mitre Court I. iv. 
86 She had scrubbed, blackleaded . . and *emery-powdered 
for that gentleman. 2879 Cassells Techn . Edttc. IV. 274/1 
An *emery roller is geared upon the. .main cylinder. 2884 
F. Britten Watch <$• Clockm. 101 * Emery stick, .a stick of 
wood round which Emery paper is glued. 1610 W. Folk- 
ingham A rt of Survey 1. iii. 5 *Emeril-s tones. 1765 Bowles 
in. Phil. Trans. LVI. 231 Great blocks of emery-stone. 1864 
Rawlinson Anc. Mon. II. vii. 287 The shamir, or emery- 
stone. 2873 J. Richards Wood-working Factories 58 Grind- 
stones, *emery wheels, buffing wheels. 

Emery (e*m9ri), v. [f. prec. sb.] trans. To 
rub or polish with emery ; to coat with emery. 
Hence E'meried ppl. a. 

2844 N. Brit. Rev. II. 192 An emeried wheel. 2865 Intell. 
Observ. No. 38. 123 An emeried glass-plate. 

Emerylite (e’morilait). Min . [f. Emery sb. 
+ -LITE.] A silicate of calcium and aluminium, 
occurring in trimetric hemihedral crystals, with a 
monoclinic aspect ;= Maegarite. 

1849 J. L. Smith in Amer. Jml. Sc. Ser. 11. VII. 285, I 
have decided to call it Emerylite. 

Ii Emesis (e-mfsis). Path. [Gr. tpecis, f. kpi-eiv 
to vomit.] The action of vomiting. 

1875 H. Wood Therap. (1879) 426 Emesis is the result of 
a very complicated series of actions. 

+ Emethen, adv. Obs. rare. Also 4 emethend. 
[a. ON , d meftan {& « On; mefian ‘whilst’, re- 
lated to Mid).] In the mean time. 

a 1300 Cursor M. 5118 He . . leues me beniamyn emejjen. 
Ibid. 26928 It es stikand euer emej>end. 

Emetia i/mf tia). Chem . [f. Gr. eper-os vomit- 
ing -f-XA.] ~ Emetine. 

2830 Bindley Nat. Syst. Bot. 205 Emetia is found in 
Ipecacuanha. 1875 H. Wood Therap. (1879) 43 2 There is 110 
proof that emetia ever causes vaso-motor spasm. 

Emetic (fme*tik), a. and sb. Also 7-8 eme- 
tick, (7 hemettick). [ad. Gr. epertn-bs provoking 
vomiting, f. Ipe-etv to vomit.] A. adj. 

1 . Having power to produce vomiting. Also jig. 
sickening, mawkish. 

1 6y° W. Simpson Hydrol. Ess. 47 Why these should not 
be Emerick. 1770 R. Baker Remarks Eng . Lang. (1779) 8 
Richardson . .in his emetic history of Pamela. 2796 Morse 
Amer. Geog. I. 460 The waters when drank, operate . . as 
emetic. 1838 T. Thomson Chem. Org. Bodies 74 It possesses 
emetic qualities. 

2 . In phraseological combinations : emetic cup, 
goblet (cf. Antimonial a. 1) ; emetic root, Eu- 
phorbia corollata ; emetic tartar, (now usually) 
tartar-emetic [mod.L. tartar us emeticus 1 , potassio- 
antimonious tartrate, C 4 H 4 (NH 4 )(Sb O) 0 6 -| H 2 O; 
emetic weed, Lobelia infiata ; emetic wine — 
antimonial wine. 

1679 vc.Apol. Mdm. Manchini 14 The Hemettick Wine. . 
quickly brought her to her Grave. 2789 A. Crawford in 
Med. Commun. II. 305 A quarter of a grain of emetic tartar. 
1720 Loud. Gaz. N 0. 5884/1 Emerick Wine. 2823 J. Badcock 
Dom. Amusem. 108 Emetic Tartar, .ought to be employed 
pure. 2877 Watts Diet. Chetn. V. 685 A compound of 
tartar-emetic and cream of tartar. 

B. sb. A medicine that excites vomiting. 

2657 G. Starkey Belmont's Viud. 194 Vomitories, .they 
likewise call by a Greek name, Emeticks. 1788 Ld. Auck- 
land Diary in Corr. (1861) II. 94 To take an emetic together. 
2819. Byron Juan 11. xxi, The sea acted as a strong emetic. 
*875 H. Wood Therap. (1879) 426 Emetics are, , employed . . 
for the purpose of producing, .vomiting. 

trans/. 1823 Byron Juan vm. xii, Three hundred cannon 
threw up their emetic. 

Emetic al (£me*tikal)‘, a, [f. prec. + -al.] — 
Emetic 0. lit, zndjig. 

2669 Phil Trans. IV. 1131 A greater proportion of Salt. . 
would make it. .Emetical. 2825 Ld. Ccckburn Mem. i. 39 
The emetical nature of the stuff that was swallowed. 2843 
Blackw, Mag. LI. 22 It is nauseous and emetical to be told 
that our fellow-countrymen starve outside our gates. 

Emetically (fme-tikali), adv. ran. [f. Eme- 
tjoal a. + -LY.J In the manner of an emetic. 

2860 Dickens Uncomm. Trav. xvii, Sneaking Calais, 
prone behind its bar, invites emetically to despair, 


Emetine (e-mftsin). Chem. Also (obs.) erne- 
tin, emetina. [f. Gr. tptr-os vomiting + -ine.] 
An alkaloid obtained from the root of Cephaelu 
ipecacuanha . 

2819 Children Chem. Anal. 292 Emetin is obtained 
from ipecacuanha. 1838 T. Thomson Chem. Org. Bodies 
262 Emetina . . was detected, in 1817 . .in ipecacuanha. 1876 
Harley Mat Med. 721 It resembles, .emetine. 

Emeto-cathartic (e:mfu?,ka]:autik), sb. and 
a. Med. [f. Gr. eptro-s vomitmg + KaOapTiKos pur- 
gative.] 

A. adj. Having power to cause both purging 
and vomiting. B. sb. A substance having this power. 

1879 Syd. Soc. Lex. s. v. Ailanthus , These preparations 
act as emetocathartics, as well as taeniafuges. 

Emetology (em^lodgi). Med. [f. Gr. $pc to-s 
vomiting + -logy.] ‘The doctrine of, or a treatise 
of, vomiting and emetics’ (Syd. Soc. Lex.). 

1847 in Craig ; and in mod. Diets. 

Emeu, emu f'miu). Also 7 emia, ©me, 

8 -9 emew. [Alleged by early travellers (see quot. 
1613) to be the name used by the natives of 
Banda and the neighbouring islands ; now, how^* 
ever, believed to be a. Pg. ema, orig. denoting the 
crane, but afterwards applied to the ostrich and 
to various birds of ostrich-like appearance. 

The form emu is perh. now more common in popular 
writing, and has latterly been adopted in the transactions 
of the Zoological Society. ^ Prof. Newton, however, and 
some other eminent authorities prefer the older form emeu.] 

+ 1 . = Cassowary i. Obs. 

2623 Purchas Pilgr. I. v. xii. 430 The bird called Emia or 
Eme is admirable. 2656 H. More Ant id. A th. n. xi. (1712) 
74 The Cassoware or Emeu. 

? The American Ostrich, Rhea americana. 
[Perh. an error; the Pg. etna is applied to this bird.] 
2774 Goldsm. Nat. Hist. III. 37 The Emu which many 
call the American Ostrich. __ 1796 Stedman Surinam I. x. 
245 The largest bird in Guiana is there called tuyew, and 
by others emu. 

3 . A genus ( Drommus ) of birds, constituting the 
family Dromxidst of the order Megistanes, sub- 
class Ratiise. It is peculiar to the Australian con- 
tinent. The best known species (D. novm-hollan - 
dm), discovered soon after the colonization of 
New South Wales in 1788, was originally regarded 
as a species of Cassowary ; the Emeu and Cassowary 
are closely allied, but the former is distinguished 
by the absence of the homy ‘helmet* and of the 
caruncles on the neck, and by the presence of a 
singular opening in the front of the windpipe. 

1842 Penny Cycl. XXIII. 245/2 The Emeu can produce a 
hollow drumming sort of note. 1871 Darwin Desc. Man 
(1888) II. 224 The female of one of the emus ( Dromeeus 
inoratus) is.. larger than the male. 1875 A. R. Wallace 
Geog. Distrib . Animals II. 368 The Emeus are found only 
on the main-land of Australia. 

4 . Comb, emeu- tree, a low tree or shrub, a 
native of Tasmania ; emeu-wren, an Australian 
bird, Stipiturus (or Malurus ) malacurus, of the 
family Sylviidx. 

2865 Gould Handbk. Birds Australia I. 339 The Emu 
Wren is . . fond of low marshy districts. 2875 Laslett 
Timber Trees 206 Emu Tree. 

|| Emetlte {embt). [Fr. : f. bnoitvoir to agitate, 
set in motion.] A popular rising or disturbance. 

1862 H. W. Bellew Mission Afghanistan 430 These 
feuds and emeutes are of daily occurrence. 1S86 Manch. 
Exam. 7 Jan. 5/1 That movement might be supported by 
an emeute in the town. 

JEmfiteutic : see Emphyteutic. 

+ Bmfo'rth, adv. and prep. Obs. Also 4 
evene forth, [f. em, Even adv. + Forth.] 

A. adv. Equally. 

1377 Langl. jP. PI. B. xiii. 142 Louye . . Vine enemye . . 
euene forth with ]ri* se lue. 2430 Lydg. Chron. Troy iv. 
xxxv, Who shall emforth and more be suer. 

B. prep. 

1 . According to ; in proportion to. 

c 1314 Guy Warw. (A.) 6093 Amis emfor]> bis mi3t Confort 
him bo|> day and ni}t. c 1385 Chaucer. L. G. W. 2128 
Ariadne, To save a gentyl man emforth hire myght. 2395 
Langl. P, PI. C, xvii, 222 Beatus, seith seynt Bernard qui 
scripturas legit . . emforth his power. 

2 . Equally with. 

c 1400 Solomon’s Bk. Wisdom 33 J>i trewe frende emforji 
thyself J?ou mi^th telle Jii )?ou3th. 
t Eiuicailt, a. Obs. rare- 1 , [ad. L. emiednt- 
ern, pr. pple. of emica-re : see next.] That darts 
or flashes forth. 

17x2 Blackmore Creation 354 Thou almighty vigour . . 
Which emicant did this and that way dart. 

+ E-micate, v. Obs, rare. [f. L. emiedt- ppl. 
stem of emica-re to spring forth, flash out,] 
intr. To spring forth, appear. Also fig. 

2657 Tomlinson Renou's Disp. 306 In whose summity 
little purpureous flowers emicate. *708 Motteux Rabelais 
v. xxii, The studious Cupidity, that so demonstratively 
emicates at your external Organs. 

t Emica tion. Obs. rare. [ad. L. emiedtion - 
em, n. of action f. as prec.] 

1 . ‘Sparkling; flying off in small particles, as 
sprightly liquors’ (J.), 

*646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. 11. v. 90 Iron in Aqua 
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fortis will fall into ebullition, with noise and emication. 
1775 in Ash. 1847 in Craig; and in mod. Diets. 

2 . The action of shining forth. In quot.^-. 

1633 T. Adams Exp. 2 Pet. i. 19 Christ hath .. divers 
nar ries of light given him, according to the different degrees 
of his emication. 1656 in Blount Glossogr. 1721-1800 in 
Bailey. ' , 

Emications (emikF l *ps), a. nonce -wd. [f. 
Emicati-qn + -ous.] That shines or glitters. 

18x9 H. Busk Vestriad v. 473 Wood . .Smooth, emicatious, 
free from knot or joint. 

[fr E*mieh, e*mych 0 A misspelling of Eunuch 
( occurring several times in the work cited). 

1491 Caxton Vitas Pair. (W. de Worde') 1. clviii. (1493) 
i6x a/2 Emyches. . men that lacke their membres of man* 
kinde. Ibid. 163 a/i Enriches.] 

Emiction (fmrkjbn). Phys. [n. of action f. 
emid- ppl. stem of late L. emingere, f. <?out + n an- 
ger e to make water.] 

X. The action of voiding the urine. 

1847 in Craig ; and in mod. Diets, 

2. concr. Urine ; that which is voided by the 
urinary passages. 

1666G. Harvey Morb. Angl. (Jd, Gravel and stone, .effuse 
the blood apparent in a sanguine emiction. 1775 in Ash. 
1847 in Craig ; and in mod. Diets. 

Emictory (fmrktari), a. and sb. Med. [f. as 
prec. : see -gry.] A. adj. That has diuretic pro- 
perties. B. sb. A diuretic; a medicine that pro- 
motes the discharge of urine. 

In mod. Diets, 

Emid, obs, var. of Amid. [The e- may perh. 
represent in rather than on.] 
a 1300 Cursor M. 4252 (Cott.) In all . . drightin was him 
emid. Ibid. 6612 pai fand bot wormes creuland emid. 
Emidward, var. form of Amidwakd, prep. Obs. 
a 1300 Cursor M. 16404 Vp he ras and wess his hend emid- 
ward bat folk bliue. , 

f Emigrant Obs. [ad. med.L. imigraneus , 
L. hemierdnius (dolor) : see Migraine.] *■ Mi- 
graine. 

1483 Oath. Angl. 114 pe Emygrane, emigraneus . 
Emigrant (e-migrant), sb. and a. [ad. L. emi- 
grant- em, pr. pple. of emigra-re : see Emigrate.] 

A. sb. One who removes from his own land to 
settle (permanently) in another. Also attrib as 
in emigrant-ship. 

2754 {title), A Memorial of the Case of the German Emi- 
grants settled in . . Pensilvania. 1774 Wauton Hist. Eng. 
Poetry I. Introd. 27 In these expeditions the northern emi- 
grants were. . attended by their poets. x3i8 Cobbett Resid. 
U. S. (1822) 302, I greatly doubt of its being, .of any benefit 
to the emigrants themselves. 1839 Thirlwall Greece II. 
xii. 82 The emigrants were headed by chiefs who claimed 
descent from Agamemnon. 1856 Emerson Eng. Traits, 
Wks. (Bohn) II. 100 The noise of embarking emigrants. 

attrib. 1855 Times 9 July xo/5 Wreck of the Emigrant 
ship Lochmaben Castle. 

b. spec. One of the French Royalists who fled 
at the time of the Revolution ; = EmigrA 
1792 Gibbon Misc. Wks.(xZi^) 1. 368 The deplorable state 
of the French emigrants. x8xa Amyot Windham’s Life 1. 39 
An expedition, composed of Emigrants, proceeded against 
Quiberon. 2860 L. Harcourt Diaries G. Rose I, 162 The 
Emperor had insisted that the Emigrants should make no 
attempt to disturb the public tranquillity. 

B. adj. That emigrates or leaves his own land 
for another. Also (of birds'), migratory. 

1794 Mathias Purs. Lit. (1798) 195 Emigrant Catholick 
priests. 1796 E. Darwin Zoom. I, 233 The same birds are 
emigrant from some countries and not so from others. 

fr Emigrate, a. [ad. L. emigrates, pa. pple. 
of emigrdre ; see next and -ate.] That has 
migrated (from the body). 

1654 Gayton Pleas. Holes 226 Let our souls emigrate meet. 
Emigrate (e*migrrit), v. [f. L. emigrat- ppl. 
stem of emigrd-re, f. e out + migrd-re to Migrate.] 

1 . intr. To remove out of a country for the pur- 
pose of settling in another. 

1778 Conversation in Boswell Johnson lxii. (1848) 574 They 
don t emigrate, till they could earn their livelihood . . at 
home. 2782 Pownall Stud. Antiq. 60 (T.) The surplus 
parts of this plethorick [printed phletorickl body must emi- 
grate. 2833 Wade Middle $ Working Classes (1835) 342 It 
is only the. .redundant portion of the community that ought 
to emigrate. 1881 W. Bence Jones in Mctcm. Mag. XL1V. 
137 In 1880, 96,000 persons emigrated from Ireland. 

b. In wider sense : To remove from one place 
of abode to another, rare. 

1841 W. Spalding Italy Sf It. Isl. III. 352 The moun- 
taineers. .emigrate during the summer to the Tuscan coast. 

2 . trans. To cause or assist to emigrate ; to send 
out to settle in a foreign country. 

1870 C. B. Clarke in Macm. Mag. Nov. 51/2 Pauper chil- 
dren . . I would emigrate. 2886 Miss Rye in Pall Mall G. 
20 Apr. 2 It is now twenty-five years since I first began 
to emigrate women. 

Emigrated, ppl. a. [f. prec. + -ED fr] That 
has left his native land to settle in another. 

. *794 H ist.^ in Ann . Reg. 65 Their emigrated countrymen 
in the Spanish service. 1809 Pinkney Trav. France 57 The 
emigrated proprietor is not . . without a chance of restitu- 
tion. 1863 Blyth Hist. Rec. Fincham 168 Our emigrated 
countrymen in the colonies. 

Emigrating (emigrritin), ppl a. [f. as prec. 
+ -ING®.] That emigrates. 

i8xa Examiner 9 Nov. 7x0/2 Many emigrating inhabit- 
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ants. 2869 Daily News 12 June, What was best in your 
emigrating population. 

fr b. - Migratory. Obs. rare. 

3792 A. Young Trav. France 289 The mountains .. are 
covered with good grass, that feeds a million of emigrating 
sheep. 

Emigration (emigre -Jan), [ad. L. emigrd - 
tion-e?n, n. of action f. emigra-re to Emigrate. 
(Of earlier occurrence than the vb.)] 

1 . gen. The action of migrating or departing out 
of a particular place or set of surroundings. In 
early examples often applied to the departure of 
the soul from the body, either lit. by death, or Jig, 
with reference to ecstatic rapture. 

1650 Bp. Hall Balm Gil. (R.), A scorching triall (upon 
the emigration) in flames little inferiour . . to those of hell. 
1656 More Antid. Atk. m. ix. (1712)171 The Emigration 
of humane Souls from the bodies by Ecstasy. 2678 J er. 
Taylor Fun, Serm. 250 Frequent Aspirations ana Emi- 
grations of his Soul after God. 1755 Phil. Trans. XLIX. 
175 There is an emigration of a great number from hence 
to sea. 1794 G. Adams Nat . 4- Exp. Philos. IV. li. 414 Suc- 
cessive emigrations [of air-bubbles] towards the upper parts 
of the tube. 1796 H. Hunter tr. St. Pierre's Stud. Nat. 
(1799) II. Introd. 57 A new confirmation of the vegetable 
harmonies of Nature founded on the emigration of plants. 

frb. tram f. Obs. 

2649 Jer. Taylor Gt. Exemp. Exhort. § 12 Jesus had some 
. . acts of emigration beyond the lines of his even and 
ordinary conversation. 

2 . esp. The departure of persons from one country, 
usually their native land, to settle permanently in 
another. Also attrib ., as in emigration-agent. 

1677 Hale Prim. O rig. Man. 240 (R.) Plethory hath many 
times occasioned emigrations. 1768-71 A. Young Farmers 
Lett, to People 198 It highly behoves us to stop immediately 
all further emigrations. 2792 Newte Tour Eng. Scot. 
125 Those melancholy emigrations . . from the Islands . . of 
Scotland. 1833 Wade Middle <$• Working Classes (1835) 
106 The practicability of emigration as a means of relief. 
1867 Buckle Civilis. *1873) III. i. 9 An overflow which in 
civilised times is an emigration, is in barbarous times an 
invasion. 

8. The whole body of persons who emigrate. 

2863 Bright .St*. Arner. 16 June, Of all the emigration 
from this country . . a mere trifle went south. 
Emigrational (emigre Janal), a. rare. [f. 
prec. -j- -al.J Of or pertaining to Emigration. 

1885 Ld. Rosebery in Pall Mall G. 26 Mar. 6/2 Twenty- 
five emigrational agencies in London. 

Emigrationist (emigre -fanist). [f. as prec. 
fr -ist.J One who advocates emigration. 
Enxigrat or (e’migrehai). rare. [a. L. ^mi- 
grator, agent-n. f. emigra-re ; see Emigrate v.] 
= Emigrant. 

1837 Lytton Athens I. 242 In the average equality of the 
emigrators were the seeds of a new constitution. 

Emigratory (e-migrehari), a. [f. L. emigrdt- 
ppl. stem of emigrdre + -ory : see Emigrate v . 
Cf. Migratory. 

1 . Of animals ; == Migratory, rare. 

2839 Proc. Benu. Nat. Club I. vit. 289 The great body of 
this emigratory species . . moved southwards. 

2 . Occupied in emigrating ; pertaining to emi- 
gration. 

1854 H. Miller Footpr. Creat. xii. (2874) 222 Records of an 
emigratory process. 2865 W. G. Palgrave Arabia I. 288 
A large emigratory detachment. 

!| Emi*gr6. [Fr. ; pa. pple. of Smigrer to 
Emigrate.] A Frenchman who has left his country 
for another ; esp. one of those Royalists who fled 
at the French Revolution. 

2792 Gibbon Misc. Wks. (2824) I. 363 The Geneva emigres 
» . are hastening to their homes. 18. . T. Archer Sword 4* 
Shuttle i, Our emigres ..had settled in Spitalfields. 
fr Emi'ke, vi Obs. rare fr 1 . [ad. L. emic-are : 
see Emicate v.J intr. To spring forth, appear. 

2637 Tomlinson Renods Disp. 349 Two lesser nerves 
emike in its leafes. 

Eminence (e*minens). [ad. L. eminentia , f. 
eminent- em Eminent.] 

I. In physical senses. 

1 . fra. Height, altitude, degree of elevation 
(obs.). b. A lofty or elevated position. 

2638 Evelyn Fr. Card. (16751 278 Upon this water, .pour 
sweet butter melted, to the eminence of two fingers, c 2800 
K. White Poet. Wks. ( 1837) 236 Draw the fix'd stars from 
their eminence. 2822 Imison Sc. Art I. 222 If a lighted 
candle be set . , on an eminence. 

fr 2 . a, A prominence, protuberance. Chiefly 
in Anat. b. Bot. (See quot. 1688.) Obs. 

2615 Croore Body of Man 438 Wherein the eminence .. 
shooting from the vpper part of the forehead is wanting. 
1667 Phil. Traits. II. 493 The same Author hath discovered 
in it [the Tongue] many little Eminences. 2688 R. Holme 
Armoury n. 125 2 Eminence, or Woolly Eminence, is the 
outward skin or husk that covers round roots, as in Onions, 
Tulipa’s. 2743 tr. Heisters Surg. 168 There is a certain 
Eminence in this Edge of the Acetabulum. 

8. An elevation on the earth's surface ; a rising 
ground, hill. Alsoyig-. 

1670 Cotton Esfemon m. xi. 567 He caus’d two good 
Forts to be trac'd out. .upon two Eminences. 2748 Anson 
Voy. in. v. (ed. 4) 452 There is a battery . . on an eminence. 

” ' " E * other, perched on 

„ „ iy. 1814 Wordsw. 

53 We . . speak . . of Age As of a final Emi- 
nence. 1833 Sir J. Herschel Astron i. § 19 (1858) 17 If we 
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ascend a high eminence on a plain. 2844 Lingard Anglo- 
Sax. Ch. (2838) Li. 5 He was beheaded on a small eminence 
without the walls. 

XX. In non-material senses. 

4 . Distinguished superiority, elevated rank as 
compared with others. (Sometimes with Jig. 
notion of 1.) a. in social or official position, 
wealth, or power. 

1603 Shak,s. Meas.for M. 1. ii. 168 Whether the Tirranny 
be in his Eminence that fills it vp. 2613 — Hen. VIII, n. 


iii. 29 A Womans heart, which euer yet affected Eminence, 
Wealth, Soueraignty. a 2652 Brome Queens' s Exchange 
1. i. (2657) 458 Your self A Queen of so great eminence, 
2667 Milton P. L. n. 6 Satan by merit rais'd to Jhat bad 
eminence. 2767 Lett. Junius xx iii, 205 The eminence of 
your station gave you a commanding prospect of your duty. 
1848 Macaulay Hist. Eng. I. 265 No man could hope to 
rise to eminence and command but by their favour. 

b, in reputation, intellectual or moral attain- 
ment, or the possession of any quality, good or 
(sometimes) bad. 

2647 Clarendon Hist. M I. 1. 36 His Son made a 
notable progress, by an early eminence in Practice and 
Learning. 2750 Johnson Rambler No. 257 TP 4 A young 
man that gave . .hopes of future eminence. 2800 Med. Jml. 
IV. 406 Several surgeons of eminence. 1844 Emerson iVix- 
ture. Young American Wks. Bohn) II. 307 No man of 
letters, be his eminence what it may, is received into the 
best society. 2868 M. Pattison Academ. Org, 112 Emi- 
nence in science should be made the one statutable condi- 
tion [for a headship], 2870 Hawthorne Eng. Note-bks. 
(1879) II. 27 The poorer classes , .excel, .in the bad eminence 
of filth. 

fr e. Mastery, the ‘ upper hand \ Phrase To have 
the eminence of: to have the advantage of. Obs. 

2606 Shaks. Tr.fyCr. n. iii, 266 You should not haue the 
eminence of him. 2623 Heywood Silver Age in. i. Wks. 
(2874) 231 Long did we tugge For eminence. 

frd. Spirit of eminence : pride, ambition. Obs, 
rare. 

2397 Daniel Civ. Wares vi. xxxiii, Devotion, .abates the 
spirit of eminence. 

5 . As a title of honour, now borne only by Car- 
dinals. (See quot. 1836.) 

2633 Cromwell to Cdl. Mazartn (Carlyle) V. App. No. 
27 It's surprise to me that your Eminence should take 
notice of a person so inconsiderable as myself. 2727 Berke- 
ley Tour in Italy Wks. 1871 IV. 514 His eminence., 
put on his cardinal's square cap. 2836 Penny Cycl. VI. 
291/2 Urban VIII, in 2630, gave to the cardinals the title 
of Eminence, which was shared with them by the grand 
master of the order of Malta, and the ecclesiastical electors 
of the German or Roman empire only. 1884 Weekly Reg. 
21 Oct. 451/2 One word, his Eminence said he would add, 
concerning the Rosary, 

fr6. Acknowledgement of superiority, homage. 

1603 Shaks. Mctcb, hi. ii. 31 Present him Eminence, both 
with Eye and Tongue. 

fr 7 . An eminent quality, an excellence ; a dis- 
tinction, honour. Obs. 

1609 Man in Moone (2849) 26 You assume it an eminence, 
to be rarely arrayed.^ 2653 Fuller Ch. Hist . 11. 128 His 
Eminences were Painting and Graving. Ibid. xx. 101 
So severall eminences met in this worthy man. 2659 Pear- 
son Creed (2839) 32 There must be therefore some great 
eminence in the object worshipped. 

fr 8. Eminent degree or measure. Obs. 

1652 Hobbes Leviath. 1. x. 42 Naturall Power, is the 
eminence of the Faculties of Body, or Mind. 1720 Steele 
Tatler No. 206 r 2 Men of our Acquaintance, who had no 
one Quality in any Eminence. 

b. Gram. (See quot.) 

2824 L. Murray Eng. Gram. i. 91 [The superlative formed 
with very ] is called, .the superlative of eminence, to distin- 
guish it from the other superlative. 

C. Phrase, By (way of) eminence : in an eminent 
or especial sense, par excellence. (In early ex- 
amples sometimes in sense 7 : by way of distinc- 
tion.) rare in mod. use. 

2622-32 Laud Sev. Serm. (1847) 66 Now Jerusalem is by 
way of singular eminence called here ‘ a city compacted 
together 2765 Blackstone Comm. I. 229 The principal 
council, .is generally called, by way of eminence, the coun- 
cil. 2829 I. Taylor Entkus. ix. 253 This by eminence is 
the bright omen of the times. 2883 F. A. Walker Pol. 
Econ. 399 One kind of money . . may be called by eminence 
political money. 

9 . The highest development, the * flower’. 

2857 H. Reed Led. Eng. Poets i. 14 The portion of 
literature . . which may be regarded as its eminence, — its 
Poetry 

E*minency. Also 7 emminency. [ad. L. 
eminentia : see prec. and -ency.] 

I. In physical senses. 

frl. Height; prominence, elevation above sur* 
rounding objects. Obs. rare. 

1633 N, Carpenter Del. 11. vii. 203 The ordinary 
Emmency of the hight of the Earth aboue the Waters. 2637 
Austen Fruit Trees 11. 237 Mighty hils and Mountainea 
in eminency . 2663 Charleton Chorea Gigant . 48 One . . 
stone exceeding the rest in eminency. 

fr 2 . concr. A projection or prominence ; a pro- 
tuberance. Obs. 

2668 Culpepper & Cole Barthol. Anat. hi, ix. 148 To- 
wards the Temples there grows a certain eminency. 2677 
Moxon Meek. Exerc . (1703) 15 You do off the Eminencies 
or Risings. 2728 J. Chamberlayne Relig. Philos. (1730) It 
x. § 9 The Muscle, .runs about the Eminency, like a Rope 
in a Pulley. 

fr 3 . An elevation on the earth’s surface ; a rising 
ground, hilL Also an elevated object. Obs. 


EMINENT. 

- ■ x66a . Gerbier Princ. ■ 10 A Church, or ; Steeple, 1 ■ or some 
other Eminency. 1703 Maundrell, Jouru. Jerus. (1721) 
68 Mount Calvary . . is a small Eminency or Hill. 1737 
Whiston Josephus Wars vii. viii, 1 5 A certain eminency of 
the rock, 1748 Anson. Voy. 11. xii. ted. 4) 354 On the tops 
of some small eminencies there are several look-out towers. 

■ II. In non-material senses, 
f 4. Distinguished superiority, elevation above 
the common standard in social- position, wealth, 
power, reputation, or attainment, or in the pos- 
session of any special quality ; = Eminence 4. Ohs. 

2628 Earle Microcosm. Ixi. 166 Men of parts and emi- 
nency. 164a C. H. in Ellis Orig. Lett. n. 282 I II. 302 
We have lost . . few of eminency. 1698 Sidney Disc. 
Gmt. iii. § 28 (1704) 351 Commoners, who m antiquity and 
eminency are no way inferior to the chief of the titular 
Mobility, 2727 De Foe Hist. Appar. v. 48 This woman 
■was a witch of some eminency; 

t b. Of things, of places, towns, etc. : Import- 
ance. Ohs. ■ 

1623 Misselden Free Trade 6 To finde out a fit remedy is 
©f high eminency. 1640 Wilkins Nero Planet vii^ (1707) 
217 There are but two places of any eminency, the Circum- 
ference and the Centre. 1651 tr. Dm Fenise 206 We arrived 
at the doore of an house of eminency. 1673 Vain Insolency 
Rome 6 The first greatness of Rome was founded in the 
eminency of the City. 

* 1 * 5 . As a title of honour, borne esp. by cardinals ; 
«= Eminence 5. Obs. ' 

1655 Milton Lett. State {1851} 331, I intreat yourEmi- 
pency to give him entire Credit. 1670 G. H. Hist. Car- 
dinals 1. iii. 72 Their Eminencies were all astonished at the 
Election, . ■ 

f 0 . Acknowledgement of superiority, homage, 
deference; = Eminence 6. Obs. 

1647 Ward Simp. Cobler {1843) 50 Equity is a due to 
People, as Eminency to Princes. 

1 7 . That; in which a person (or thing) excels or 
is remarkable ; esp. in good sense, an excellence, 
special talent, honourable distinction, Obs. 

1602 Fulbecke Pandectes 62 He hath beene acoompted 
ignoble, who hath not beene . .noted for some eminency. 
1607 Topsell Serpents 595 Therefore it followeth unavoid- 
ably, that .the eminency of their [serpents’] temperament is 
cold in the highest degree, a 1617 Bayne On EphAx&gb) 
51 This Adoption is called by the name of a dignity or 
eminency. a 1677 Barrow Semi. Wks. 1716 I. 298 Reason 
and discretion are the singular eminencies of men. 

. 1 8 . Superiority in degree or measure ; intensive 
magnitude. By (way of) eminency : see Emin- 
ence 8 c. Obs. 

2608 S. Hieron Defence III. 159 Some eminency of great- 
nes, power, or goodnes. 1622-62 Heylin Cosmogr. 111.(1682) 
51 Not only for distinctions sake, but in way of eminency. 
1643 Burroughes Exp. Hosea ix. (1652) 307 The Sabbath 
is called an everlasting Covenant by way of eminency. 
1651 Abel Rediv. Luther (1867) I. 38 The eminency of 
his good parts did more and more show themselves. 1703 
Maundrell Journ. Jems. (1721) 24 The People of the 
Country call it, - the Plain, .by way of Eminency. - 

9 . Prominence, or relative importance, in mental 
view.- . . , , ■ 

1841-4 Emerson Ess. Art Wks. (Bohn) I. 147 This 
rhetoric, or power to fix the momentary eminency of an 
object. 1873 M, Arnold Lit. 4- Dogma 367 Christian 
Churches do recommend the . .secret of Jesus, though not. . 
in the right eminency, ( . 

miO. Confused with Imminency. Cf. Emi- 
nent 6. 

1680 Life Edm. II in Select fr. Hart Misc , (1793) 37 The 
Spencers, .saw the eminency of their own dangers. 

1 Eminent (e*minent), a . [f. L. eminent-em^ 

pr. pple. of emine-re to project.] 

L In physical (and obvious metaphorical) 

■ senses. , 

1 . High, towering above surrounding objects. 
Also fig. Now poet, or arch. 

• 1588 Allen Admon. 22 Nero, .deuised an eminent pillar. 
s6ix Bible Ezek. xvii. 22 Upon an high mountain and emi- 
faent. 1667 Milton P. L. i. 587 He above the rest In shape 
and gesture proudly eminent Stood like a Towr. 1674 Bre- 
Vint Saul at Endor 363 Images, .seated on the Emmentest 
Places of the Churchy 1773 -84 Cook Voy. (1790) IV. 1446 
The eminent part .. is the S. E. point. "18x4 .Southey 
Roderick xiv, Upon a stately war-horse eminent. 
fg\ 1830 Tennyson Lone # Death, In the light of great 
eternity Life eminent creates the shade of death. 1851 Mrs. 
Browning Casa Guidi Windows 87 The patriot’s oath . . 
stands Among the oaths of perjurers, eminent. 

,b. In weaker sense ; Projecting, prominent, 
protruding. Also fig. 

1541 R. Copland Guy don’s Quest . Chirurg., A party of 
the orbytall, or emynent pomall. 1607 Topsell Fourf. 
Beasts (1673) 155 Females [dephants] carry . . their Calves 
upon their snowts and long eminent teeth. 1644 Bulwer 
Chiron. 67 The. . Fingers, .presented in an eminent posture. 
*744 Akenside Pleas. Imag. in. 407 The fairer [parts], 
eminent in light, advance. 1843 Carlyle Past 4- Pr. (1.858) 
124 A very eminent nose. 

fig- *870 Lowell A mmg my Bks. Ser. n. (1873) 289 Some 
epunent verse lifts its long ridge above its tamer peers. 

II. In non-material senses, (Formerly often 
with some notion of 1.) 

2 . Of persons : a. Exalted, dignified in rank or 
station. 

1603 Shaks. Meas.for M. iv. fv. 25 A deflowred maid, 
And by an eminent body. 2692 Hartcliffe Virtues 14 1 
We may not lawfully be angry . . with those in eminent 
Place. ‘2762 Hume Hist. Eng. III. liv. 175 The king was 
too eminent a magistrate to be trusted with discretionary 
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power, 2786 Burke Arif. IV.fi/astingsWks. 1842 II. 240 
A certain native person of distinction or eminent rajah. 

b. Distinguished in character or attainments, 
or by success in any walk of life. (The use in 
bad sense is now ironical.) 

x6xx Bible. Job s,xu. 8 The honourable man [marg. emi- 
nent or accepted for countenance]. *643 Prynne Son. 
Power Pari. hi. 66 These two eminentest Prophets, .resist 
the Captaines, Souldiers, and unjust Executioners of their 
Princes. 1728 Newton Chronol. Amended i. 60 Eminent 
Musicians and Poets flourished in Greece. 2805 Med. 
Jml. XIV. 407 An eminent practitioner . . entertains a dif- 
ferent opinion. 2837 Ht. Martins au Soc. Amer. III. 5 
Eminent cooks are paid 1200/. a-year. 2847 Grote Greece 
11. xlvii. ( 2862) IV. 157 Thucydides. . was eminent as a speaker. 

f 3 . Of things or places : Chief, principal, im- 
portant ; especially valuable. Obs , 

1612 T, Taylor Comm. Titus i, 15 Their cheife and 
eminent inward parts are defiled. 1650 Fuller Pisgah u. 
v. 128 An eminent country in Idumea. . 2676 Allen Addr. 
Nonconf. 276 Prayer .. is an eminent part of Gods worship. 
1677 Moxon Mech. Exerc. (1703) 130 If your Shop stands in 
an eminent Street. 2683 Salmon Doroit Med. in. 644 It gives 
present ease, and is eminent against all. . pains. 2748 H art- 
ley Obsern. Man 1. ii. 218 These Muscles . .drawing the Eye 
out on eminent Ocasions, 

4 . Of qualities : Remarkable in degree ; + con- 
spicuously displayed. Of actions, facts, pheno- 
mena: Signal, noteworthy (now chiefly in goad 
sense). 

c 2420 Pallad. on Hush. 1. 90 The cok confesseth emynent 
cupide. 2454 in Ellis Orig. Lett. ri. 38 1 . 120 The emynent 
myscheve and ffyftall destruceionne of the said Counte. 
1594 Hooker Eccl. Pol. 1. xi. (.2611) 34 After an eminent 
sort. 1655-60 Stanley Hist. Philos. (27 oil 5/2 There is an 
eminent place, in Eusebius to prove this. 2657 G. Starkey 
Hebnont’s kind. 267, An eminent fright . will take away.. 
Agues. 2677 Feltham Resolves 1. xiv. Wks. (ed. 10) 72 
His valor ... is.. . eminent in his killing of the Bear and 
Lion. 2692 Ray Creation (2714) 159 A peculiar sort of 
voice . , is . . eminent in Quails, a 1704 T. Brown Praise 
Drunkenn. Poems 11730) I. 31 The god of wine .. whose 
eminent perfection Drunkenness I intend to make the sub- 
ject of. . discourse. 1709 Steele Tatler No. 34 P 1 Mounte- 
banks . . do. their most, .eminent Operations in Sight of the 
People. 2826 Disraeli Viv. Grey rii. i, 89 His success was 
eminent. 2862 Lp. Brougham Brit . Const l App. 453 The re- 
putation justly acquired by his eminent services. 1869 Glad- 
stone Juv. Murnii ii. 65 Their opponents . . were . . not 
Achaian in the same eminent sense. 

b. Crystallography . (See quot.) 

1832 Brewster Optics xxiii. 204 The plane of most emi- 
nent cleavage, i860 Tyndall Glac. 1. § 1. 3 One cleavage 
is much more perfect, or more eminent as it is sometimes 
called, than the rest. 

5 . Law. Right of eminent domain : see quots. 

2738 Hist. Crt. Excheq. vi. in The King who had the emi- 
nent Dominion. 1853 Wharton Pa. Digest 673 § 3 The right 
of eminent domain, or inherent sovereign power , gives the 
Legislature the control of private property for public use. 
2880 Brown Law Diet. s. v., Eminent domain is the owner- 
ship or dominium (domain) of an independent sovereign 
over the territories of his sovereignty/ by virtue of which 
no other sovereign can exercise any jurisdiction therein; 
2886 Pall Mall G. 14 July 5/1 The State exercising its right 
of eminent domain. ■ 

II 6. Confused with. Imminent (so freq. eminens 
iu med.L. iot imminens). Obs. 

2600 Hakluyt Voy. (1810) III. 377 The eminent dangers 
which euery houre we saw.before our Eyes. 1612 Woodall 
Surg. Mate Wks. (1653) *56 Let. .your Patient be. .informed 
of the eminent danger of death. 1616 Brent tr. Sarpis 
Hist. Council of Trent (1676) 269 The actual and eminent 
departure of many Fathers. 1722 Dr Foe Plague (1884) 
94 The eminent Danger 1 had been in. ' 

1 2Smine*ntiaI, a. Math. Obs. rare. [f. Emi- 
nent a. + -ial.] (See quot. 1796.) 

1736 in Bailey. 1752 in' Chambers. 1775 in Ash. 2796 
Hutton Math Diet., Eminentral equation , a term used by 
some algebraists, in the investigation of the areas of curvt- 
lineal figures, for a kind of assumed equation that contains 
another equation eminently, the latter being a particular 
case of the former. 2847 in Craig ; and in mod. Diets. 

Hence + -Bmine*ntially, Obs. rare ; = Emi- 
nently 4. 

2656 tr. Th. White’s Peripatetical Institutions 328 This 
action, therefore, actuates the Creature with a certain indi- 
visibility that eminentially contains divisibility. 

Eminently (e’minlntli), adv. [f. Eminent a * 
+ -LY^.j In an eminent manner. 

■fl. On high ; in a lofty or elevated position. 

1620 Venner Via Recta Introd. 5 Those houses., are 
somewhat . eminently situated. 2675 Ogilby Brit. 10 A 
Bush . . eminently situate. 

1 2 . Conspicuously, so as to attract the eye. Obs. 
x6 10 Guillim Heraldry m. xii. (1660) 157 Their com- 
mander being so eminently clad. 1667 E, Chamberlayne 
Si. Gt. Brit. 1. m. viii. (2743) 292 In the middle of the 
Church is he or . she eminently placed in the sight of all the 
people. ^ 2677 Hale Prim. Orig. Man. 1. iii. 89 The great 
Rocks in the Sea are. .eminently visible to this day. 2774 
Johnson in Boswell (2831) III, 147 The moon shone emin- 
ently bright* 

3 . In an eminent or especial degree ; signally, 
notably. 

2642 Bp, J. Hall Serm. in Rem. Wks. (1660) n. 59 That 
all Nations should agree upon an universal! cessation of 
armes. . . it must needs be the Lords doing so much more 
eminently. 1746 M._ Tomlinson Prot. Birthr. 3 Nothing 
. . more Eminently distinguishes Man from the Brute Crea- 
tion. 2827 W- Boswell m Pari. Deb. 805 Gentlemen who 
had eminently served their country. 2833 Hr. Martineau 
Three Ages hi. 205 Nowhere does virtue more eminently fail 
of its earthly recompense than in the church* 2852 Carlyle 


EMISSARY, 

Sterling n. iv. (187a) x 18 A painter’s -eye . . he . . eminently 
had. ■ 

4 . Philos, and Thcol. See quot. 1751. 

In scholastic theology God is said to possess the ex- 
cellences of human character not formally ii. e. according 
to their definition, which implies, creature limitation) but 
eminently tL. eminent er), i. e. in a higher sense. In wider 
use, the word is nearly equivalent to virtually. 

2640 Fuller Joseph’s Coat (1867)58 But, virtually and 
eminently, .all his bones were broken, that is, contrited and 
grinded with grief and sorrow, a. 2665 J. Goodwin Filled w. 
the Spirit (1867)211 The apostle, .may be said eminently* 
though not formally, to have declared him [the Holy Ghost] 
to be God. 2692-8 Norris Pract. Disc. 1171 1) HI. 13 Fire 
is Eminently and Potentially, though not Formally hot. 2752 
Chambers Cycl,, Eminently , .in the schools, is used in con- 
tradistinction to formally, .to denote that a thing possesses, 
or contains any other in a more perfect or higher manner 
than is required to a formal possesion thereof. 2845 J* H. 
Newman Ess.. Devetopm. 323 A; .university of sciences, con- 
taining all sciences either ‘ formally ’ or ‘ eminently ’. 

fb. Math. One equation is sai.d to contain 
another eminently, when the latter is a particular 
case of the former. Obs. . 2798 [see Eminential]. 

H + 5 . Of peril, danger: Imminently, urgently,. 

2646 H, Lawrence Comtn. Angells Ep. Ded. ib, This 
warre . . to which my leisure more eminently exposed me* 
2670 G. H. Hist. Cardinals. 11. 1. 124 Their mine ., I see 
most eminently, .at hand. 

t E minesitness. Obs-° [f. Eminent a. +. 
-ness.] ; The state of being eminent. 

273i-x8°o in Bailey. 

t E'Klinously, adv. Obs; rare- 1 . [f.L . emin- 
us at a distance +, -ous + -LY^.] Remotely, distantly. 

2657 Tomlinson Renou’s Dfisp. 303 Which [thistle down] 
eminously represents a running hai J e. 

Emir (emi(>*i, rm^i). Forms: 7 emer, amir, 7-9 
emeer, 7~ emir. [a. Arab. amir } commander. 
See Ameee, Almibal.] 

1 . A Saracen or Arab prince, or governor of a 
province ; a military commander. 

2632 Lithgow Trav. (1682) pt. v. 195 An Emeer, or he- 
reditary Prince. 1632 — - Totall Discourse 373 Having an 
Emeere of their owne, being subiect to none, but tohisowne 
passions; 268 SLond, Gaz. No. 2177/1 An Emir or Prince of the 
Arabs, .has taken the Field with some Troops. 2782 Gibbon 
Decl. fy F. III. lxiv. 616 The humble title of emir was no 
longer suitable to the Ottoman greatness. 2852 Miss 
Yongb Cameos (187 7) I. xxiv. 185 Salad in. .sent an emir to 
the camp with presents. 1848 Lane Arab. Pits. I, 87 The 
Emeers and Weaeers. , 

2 . A title of honour borne by the descendants 
of Mohammed. • 

2625 Purchas Pilgrimes n. 2205 Mahomet’s .. kinsmen 
in greene Shashes, who^are called Emers. 2688 Loud. 
Gaz. No. 2322/3, 56 Emirs .. with green Shashes. 1708 
Kersey Emir (among the Turks) a -Lord, especially any 
one descended from the false prophet Mahomet. 2732-2800 
in Bailey. 2813 Byron Giaour xii, The foremost of the 
hand is seen An Emir by his garb of green. 

Emirate timi^'r^t). [f. Emib + -ate.] The 
jurisdiction or government of an emir. 

1863 J. C. Morison St. Bernard iv. i. 406 The Emirate of 
Mossul should be in the hands of a man of energy. 2883 
American VI. 374 Whose adherence gave Abd-ur- Rahman- 
Khan the emirate. 

t Emi’SS, cl. Obs. rare— 1 . In 7 emisse. [ad. 
L. emiss-us, pa. pple. of emiite-re to send forth, 
Emit.] . Emitted. 

2647 H. More Song of Soul in. iu. xxx, Rayes emisse 
From cen trail Night. 

Emissary (e’misari), ^.1 and a. [ad. L. 
emissdri-us adj., that is sent, also absol. an emis- 
sary, spy, f. emiss- ppl. stem of emitter e to send 
out (see Emit) *f - arius , -aky k] 

A. sb. A person sent on a mission to gain in- 
formation, or to gain adherents to, or promote the 
interests of a cause. (Almost exclusively in bad 
sense, implying something odious in the object 
of the mission, or something underhand in its 
manner.) Also fig. 

In B. Jonson’s Staple of News (see quot. 1625) the word is 
used app. as a novelty, and recurs constantly through the 
play as the official title of the agents employed by the 
imaginary ‘ office for the collection of news.* 

2625 B. Jonson Staple of N. i. ii. (1632)9 What are Emisi 
saries ? Men imploy'd outward, that are sent abroad To fetch 
In the commodity [news], 1637-50 Row Hist. Kirk (1842) 
465 The Bishops purseivants, and others their emissaries. 
c 1650 Denham Progr. Learn . 126 Lucifer’s . . faithful 
emissary, rose from hell To possess Peter’s chair. 1665 
Glanvill Seeps. Set. iv. § 3 The meatus, or passages, through 
which those subtill emissaries [the ‘Spirits’] are conveyed 
to the respective members. 1708 Bickerstaff^ detected in 
Swift's Wks. II. 1. 168 Culprit aforesaid is a popish emissary. 
1756 Burke Subl. £ * 5 . 1. § 7 (1808) 134 Pain. .is. .an emis- 
sary of this king of terrours* 18x0 Wellington in Gurw. 
Disp. VII. 2 , 1 am endeavouring to get this information by 
emissaries. ^ 2841 D’Israeli A men. Lit. (1867) 379 Burghley 
. . had . . emissaries to inform him of the ballads sung in the 
streets. 2876 Green Short , Hist. vii. § 6 (1882) 400 She 
viewed the Douay priests simply as political emissaries of 
the Papacy. 

b. = Spy. 

2676 in Bullokar. 2722-1800 in Bailey. 

*|* e. attrib . quasi-a^'. Obs. 
a 2637 B. Jonson Lyrick Pieces 8 (R.) Nor forth your 
window peepe, With your emissarie eye. 

B. adj. That is sent forth. 

•f X. a, Emitted as an emanation, b. Sent forth 
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on a mission (cf. A), e. In transl. L. emissaries 
caper , Levit. xvi. 8 . = Soape-goat. Obs. rare . 

z6$g H. More Immort. Soul (1662) 12 1 Emissary atoms. 
1688 — Para. Proph. 399 Emissary Agents from the Ro- 
man See, 1688 — An Illustration. 31 1 The Rivers must 
be Emissary Powers of the said Kingdom. 1833 Rock 
Hierurg. (1851) 55 The High-Priest . . offered the emissary 
goat. 

2 . Phys. Of small vessels : Sent forth, branching 
out from a main trunk. 

1831 R. KmxElo^uel’s Auat. 741 The veins.. communi- 
cate. .by a multitude of emissary twigs. 

Emissary (e'misari),, sbA [ad. L. emissdrium 
an outlet, f. emiss- (see prec.) + -drium i see -ary 1 .] 
An outlet, channel, duct: chiefly of a lake or 
reservoir. Also Obs. exc. in Rom. Aniiq. 

x6ox Holland Pliny II. 530 Without any emissaries, tun- 
nels, or holes. *727 Swift To a very young Lady Wks. 1755 
II. 11. 44 To be the common emissary of scandal. 1786 Phil, 
Trans, LXXVI. 368 The famous Emissary of the Emperor 
Claudius remains nearly entire. 1859 Ld. Broughton Italy 
Il. xvii. 121 The great emissaries of the Alban lake, 

f b. Phys. A canal by which any fluid passes 
out. Obs. 

1657 Tomlinson Renou’s Disp. x 66 *The emissaryes of the 
palate from the brain. 1732 Arbuthnot Rules of Diet 355 
The Obstruction of the Emissaries of the Saliva 

R‘missaryshi:p. rare— 1 , [f. Emissary sbO 
+ -ship.] The position or office of an emissary. 
1625 B. Jonson Staple of N. 1. i, Give your worship joy, 
Of your new place, your emissaryship In the News-office ! 

E mi ssile (z'mi'sil), a. [f. L. emiss- ppl. stem 
of emittere to send forth : see -ile, and cf. missile .] 
That is capable of being thrust out or protruded. 

1732 in Bailey. 1775 in Ash. 1848 J. Wilkinson Swe- 
denborg's Anim. Kingd, I. i. 28 The emissile and retractile 
cornua.. in snails. 1856 8 W. Clark Van der Hoeven's 
Zool. I. 191 Tubule of mouth emissile. 

■ Emission (imi'/an). [ad. L. emission-em , n. 
of action f. emittere to Emit.] The action of the 
yb. Emit. 

f 1 . The action of sending forth. Obs. in gen. sense. 

• X607T0PSELL Four-f. Beasts (1673I x8i Emission or send- 
ing away. 1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep . <, L.), Populosity 
t.requireth. .emission of colonies. 1657 Hobbes Absurd 
Geom. Wks. 1845 VII. 398 The authority, .of the Apostles 
in the emission of preachers to the infidels. 1827 G. S. Faber 
Origin of Expiatory Sacrifice 197, note, Noah seems to 
have twice selected that holyday for the emission of the 
<dove. 

.+ 2 . The issuing, publication (of a book, a notice). 
1751 Johnson Rambl. No. 169 f 11 The tardy emission 
of Pope's compositions, x 779 Johnson Life Pope Wks. 

IV. 40 The emission, .of the Proposals for the Iliad. 

3 . The issuing or setting in circulation (bills, 
notes, shares, etc.), Also concr. 

1773 Gentl. Mag. XLIII. 295 All the emissions of their 
paper-currency, .are forged. 1790 Burke Fr. Rev. Wks. 

V. 4x5 Proposing the emission of assignats. 1865 H. Phillips 
Amer. Paper Curr. II. 36 A subsequent emission of bills of 
credit. 

. 4 . The action of giving off or sending out (chiefly 
what is subtle or imponderable, light, heat, gases, 
odours, sounds, etc.). + Formerly also the sending 
forth (of the soul) in death ; the allowing ‘ the 
animal spirits ’ to escape ; and fig. the * pouring 
out *, 4 breathing forth ■ (of affection, etc.). 
a 16x9 Donne Biathan. ( X644) 190 This actuall emission of 
his soule, which is death, a 1626 Bacon (L.t, Tickling 
causeth laughter : the cause may be the emission of the 
spirits, x66o Jer. Taylor Duct. Dubit. 1. iv. Wks. IX. i6x 
The voice was . . effective . , in the direct emission. 1693 
South Serm.fLl), Affection flamed iip in collateral emis- 
sions of charity to its neighbour. 1751 Johnson Rambl. 
No. 146 ? 9 Growing fainter ..at a greater distance. from 
the first emission. 1833 Sir J. Herschel Astron. x. 31 1 
The tail of the . . comet . .occupied only two days in its emis- 
sion from the comet’s body. 1853 — Pop. Led . Sc. i. § 35. 
(1873) 2 6 Puffs of smoke, at every moment of their emission 
fro ni the crater. 1859 G* Wilson Gateways Knowl. (ed. 3) 
77 The emission of fragrance. 1871 Blackie Four Phases 
x. 71 The emission of sparks of light. 

■ b. Optics. Theory of emission. Emission theory : 
the theory that light consists in the emission of 
streams of imponderable material particles from 
luminous bodies. 

. ; 1831 Brewster Optics xv. § 94. 134 The Newtonian 
theory of light, or the theory of emission. 1880 Bastian 
Brain 62 An emission . theory . , will not hold for the diffu- 
sion of light. 

5 . concr. That which is emitted ; an emanation, 
effluvium. 

. J1664 Power Exp. Philos, iii. 155 The Magnetical Emis- 
sions., are. Corporeal Atoms. *664 Evelyn Kal. Hod. 
(1729) 2x8 Warm and , benign Emissions of the Sun. *871 
Tyndall Fragitt. Sc. (ed. 6) I. ii. 43 We obtain the value of 
the purely luminous emission. 

6. Phys. = L. emissio seminis. . 

1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud., Ep. 371 There is no generation 
without a joynt emission. 1665 Glanvill Seeps. Set. The 
other Instances of. . Emissions. 1885 Law Reports Appeal 
Cases X. 176. 

t Emissitious, a. Obs. rare — *. [f. L. emis- 
sici-us sent out, f. emiss - ppl. stem of emittere + 
-pus : see Emit.} 

< X. Jig. Prying, inquisitive, narrowly examining., 

• X630 Bp. Hall Hon. Mar* Clergy 11. viii, Cast backe 
those emissitious eyes. 1847 in Craig ; and iirmod. Diets. 


2 . Cast out. 2731-36 in Bailey, 2775 in Ash. 
Emissive (iforsiv), a. [f. L. emiss - ppl. stem 

of emitte-re to send forth, Emit + -ive.] 

X. Having power to emit ; radiating. 

1870 T. L, Phipson tr. Guiilemm’s Sun 236. A homogene- 
ous gaseous mass, .having a. radiating or emissive power. 
x88x Prof. Stokes in Nature No. 625. 596 The. .body of the 
sun . .is comparatively feebly emissive of light, 
b. Emissive theory : = Emission theory . 

1837 Whewell Hist. Induct. .SV.J1857) I. 63 The emis- 
sive, and the undulatory theory of light. 184a W. Grove 
Corr. Phys . Forces 64 The emissive or corpuscular theory. 
1 2. That is emitted ; that is sent or flows forth. 
Obs. rare . 

x6 . . R. Loveday Letters . (1663) 201 Thus their emissive 
venome. .will fatally recoyl upon themselves. 1746-7 Her- 
vey Medit. (1818 1 126 Freely., she distributes the bounty of 
her emissive sweets. 1737 H. Brooke Tasso i.(R.), Soon a 
beam, emissive from above, Shed mental day. 

Emissory (fmi*sori). [f. as prec. + -ory.] = 
Emissary jA 2 

1858 G. P. ScROPE Geol. <$• Extinct Volcanoes of Central 
France (ed. 2) 59 The emissory thus forcibly created. 

Emit (iini-t), v. [ad. L. emitte-re to send forth, 
f. e out + mittd-re to send.] 
tram. To send forth : in certain special senses. 
(Not used with personal obj.) ’ 

1. To send forth as a stream or emanation. 

a. To send forth, discharge (as a liquid or plas- 
tic substance) ; to exude (juices, etc.). 

1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. 111. xiii. 137 [The liquid se- 
creted by toads] is emitted aversely or backward. 17x2 Pope 
Sped. No. 408 J» 3 So pure a Fountain emits no . . troubled 
Waters. 18x3 Sir H. Davy Agric.Chem. (18x4'' 249 A tree 
which emics sap copiously from a wound. 1835-6 Todd Cycl. 
Anat. I. 209/1 The threads by which the spiders suspend 
themselves, .are emitted from the extremity of the abdomen. 
1879 Sir J. Lubbock Set. Led. iii. jx The aphis emits a drop 
of sweet fluid. 

b. To give off, throw otit (‘ effluvia V light, heat, 
gases, flames, sparks, etc.). 

1626 Bacon Sylva § 259 Both of them, .do not appear to 
emit any Corporal substance. 1693 Bentley - Boyle Led . 
227 By effluvia and spirits that are emitted. 1756-7 tr. 
Keysler's Trav . IV. 452 The water, .emits an ill smell. 1794 
J. Hutton Philos. Lights etc. 206 Those bodies may be 
heated so as to emit light. 1848 Mrs. Jameson Sacr. $ Leg. 
Art { 1850) 64 The earth emits flames. 1869 E. A. Parkes 
Prod, Hygiene (ed. 3) 89 An adult man. .emits, .carbonic 
acid gas by the skin. 

fig. 1805 Foster Ess. 1. ii. 27 Emitting sentiment at every 
pore. 

*fl intr. . 

1886 Daily News 16 Sept. 7/2 Summoned .. for ..permit- 
ting. .smells to emit from his stable. 

C. iransf. 

1754 Hume Hist. Eng. I. iii. 67 That multitude of nations 
which she had successively emitted. 

f 2. To thrdw out as an offshoot. Obs. 
x66o Sharrock Vegetables 1x7 More fresh sprouts.. are 
emitted. 1676 Worlidge Cyder 11691) 57 Before its wound 
be healed, and new fibres emitted. 1756 P. Browne Jamaica 
105 This plant, .emits a few. .stalks. 

3. To give forth (sound). 

1826 Kirby & Sp. Entomol. III. xxxii. 339 They emit a 
grating noise, i860 Tyndall Glac. 11. § 1. 224 A bell struck 
in a vacuum emits no sound. 1876 Smiles Sc. Natur. 
vii. (ed. 4) 107 It did not emit any cry, such as the hare 
does. 

4. To utter, give expression to (a statement, 
opinions, etc.). 

1753 Stewart’s Trial App. 4 All these declarations were 
emitted by the.. persons, .mentioned. 1805 Foster Ess. iil 
i. 5 Emit plenty of antipathy in a few syllables. x8x8 Mill 
Brit. India II, iv. vii. 261 Complaints were.. emitted of the 
scarcity of money. 1831 Carlyle Sart. Res. (1858) 179 
How could a man . .emit [thoughts] in a shape bordering so 
closely on the absurd ? 

f 5. To issue, publish (books, documents, no- 
tices). Obs. 

1637-50 Row Hist. Kirk fx 842) 361 Papers and books 
emitted for cleareing the wickednes of • the Prelatt’s apos- 
tasie. 1723 Wodrow Corr. (1843) HI- 6 The public papers 
emitted that and next year. 1726 Ayliffe Parerg. 180 A 
Citation, .ought to be. .emitted by the Judges Authority. 
*779 Johnson Life Pope Wks. IV. 23 Pope having now 
emitted his proposals. 1847 Sir W. Hamilton Letter 37 
But this declaration, now emitted, is contradicted by that 
very declaration, emitted in February. 

6 . To issue formally and by authority (edicts, 
proclamations ; also, and now chiefly, paper cur- 
rency, bills, etc.). 

1649 Bp. Guthrie Mem. (1702) 103 A Declaration Emitted 
by the English Parliament. 1672 Clarendon Ess. in Tracts 
(1727) 265 Lewis, .condemned that excommunication and 
the pope that emitted it. 1761-2 Hume Hist. Eng. (1806) 
V. lxxi. 279 The edicts emitted .. still wanted much of the 
authority of laws. 1791 T. J efferson Writ, (1859) III. 268 
A dollar of silver disappears for every dollar of paper 
emitted. 1863 Dicey Federal St. I. 124 No State shall .. 
emit bills of credit. 

t 7. To send forth, let fly, discharge (a missile). 
1704 Swift Bait. Bksi (1711) 263 Having emitted his 
Launce against so great a Leader, c 1720 Prior 2nd 
Hymn of Callimachus to Apollo Poems 244 Lest, .the far- 
shooting God emit His fatal arrows. ' 

t Emitrixhie, emy*trycke. Obs. rare. 
[ad. med.L. (h)emitricius ' (morbus), (h)emitricia 
Xfebris')) corruptly ad. Gr. 17 (jurpiratos semi-tertian 
(fever).} A kind of fever. 


1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. iv. viii. (1495) 92 Feuers 
that hist Emitrichie. [Ibid. vii. vii. 227 Some sykenes 
whyche is callyd Emitricius.] 1547 Boordk Brev. Health 
cxliv. 53 In Englyshe it Is named the Emytrycke fever. 

Emitted ./mi-ted), ppl. a. [f. Emit v. +-ed k] 
That is given off, thrown off. 

a xyxx Ken Edmund Poet. Wks. 1721 II. 258 Guilding 
each Motion by emitted Rays. 1837 Whewell Hist. In- 
duct. Sc. (L.), An emitted fluid. 

f Emittent, a. Obs. [ad. L. emittent-em, pr. 
pple. of emitte-re to send forth.] That emits. 

1665-6 Phil. Trans. I. 357 The bloud of the Emittent 
Animal, may mix.. with that of the Recipient. X692 Ray 
Dissol. World iv. (1732) 54 The emitteut Body. 

Emitter ( 2 mi - tan ). [f. Emit v. + -ee.] That 
which emits. Const oji 
1883 Tyndall Radiation in Contemp. Rev., Grasses were 
powerful emitters of heat. 

Emitting 1 (£mftng\ vbl. sb. [f. Emit v. + 
-ing h] The action oi the vb. Emit. 

1693 Sir T. Blount Nat. Hist. 298 An alternate and suc- 
cessive retracting and emitting of the Sting. 

Emrtting, ppl .a. [see -ing 2 /J That emits. 

1667 Dr. E. jiving in Phil. Trans. II. 450, I did often 
strike with my finger the upper part of the emitting Vein. 
Exnmantle, var. of Immautle. 

Emmarble (emaub’l), v. Also enmarble. 
[f. En- 4- Marble sb.~\ trans. To convert into 
marble, Jig. ; to sculpture in marble ; to. adorn of 
inlay with marble. Hence Emmarbled ppl. a. 

1596 Spenser Hymn to Love 140 Wks. (1862,! 487 Thou 
doest emmarble the proud hart of her.. 1850 Mrs. Browning 
Crowned Buried Poems II. 223 Pictured or emmarbled 
dreams. 1864 Blackfriars I. 59 The richly enraarbled altar. 

Emmamrel (emauvel). Also enmarvel, em-, 
enmarvaile. [f. En- + Marvel sb. or v.] trans. To 
fill with wonder. Hence Emmarvelled ///. a. 

1740 Gray Let. in Mason Memoirs (x 807) I. 257 We are 
all enraptured and enmarvailed. 1829 A. H, Hallam Re- 
mains 22 On that child’s einmarvailed view. 1834 Ld. 
Houghton Dream of Sappho, They heard emmarvelled, 
Emme, obs, form of Am : see Be v. 

Emme, var. of Eme, Obs., uncle, 
f E'mmele. Mus. Obs. rare- 1 , [ad. Gr. 
£pfi€ki)$, i. kv in + ixtkos melody. (Boethius divides 
musical progressions into l/x^eAefs, those which can 
form part of a melody, and 1/c/xeAefs- those which 
cannot.)] A term applied in the old Theory of 
Harmony to the imperfect concords. 

1609D0ULAND Ornith. Microl 79 Emmeles are.. those 
which sound thirds, sixts, or other imperfect Concords. 

Emmenagogic (emDnag^-d^ik), a, Med. 
Also 7 emenagogic. [f. Emmenagog-ue + -ic.] 
Having the property of, or related to, an em- 
menagogue. 

1678 Salmon Lond. Disp. 45/2 Ground Pine. .is. .Diure- 
tick, and Emenagogick. 1757 Phil. Trans . L. 79 Emme- 
nagogic pills. 

t b. absol. quasi-^. = Emmenagogue sb. Obs. 
1742-1800 in Bailey. 

Hence Emmemago'gical a. 

1805 Edin. Rev. VII. 109 Sage is. .emmenagogical. 

Emmenagogology (em v-n agcig^Tod^ i) . Med. 
[f. Emmenagog-ue + -(o) logy.] ‘A treatise on 
emmenagogues’ {Syd. Soc. Lex. 1884). 

Emmenagogue (emf-nag^g), a. and sb. Med. 
Also 8 emenagogue. [f. Gr. iu/Mtjva the menses 
of women + dycoybs drawing forth.] 

t A. adj. . Having power to excite the menstrual 
discharge ; *= Emmenagogic. Obs. 

1702 Sir J. Floyer in Phil. Trans. XXIII. 1168 AIL. 
aje. . Emmenagogue. 1830 Lindley Nat. Syst. Bot. 135 
Common Rue, and another species, are.. emmenagogue. 
i860 in Mayne Exp. Lex. 

B. sb. Agents which increase or renew the 
menstrual disdiarge. 

1731-1800 in Bailey. 1732 Arbuthnot Rules of Diet 
273 Emenagogues are such things as produce a Plethora or 
Fulness of the vessels. 1875 H. Wood Therap, 11879 ) 335 
Emmenagogues are medicines.. employed to promote die 
menstrual flux. 

Emmene : see Emony, dial., anemone, 
EmmeuoXogical (emimolp-djikal), a. Med. 
[f. Emmenology + -10 + -al.] £ Relating to men- 
struation* {Syd. Soc . Lex. 1881). 

Emmenology (em/n^-lod^i). Med. [f. Gr. 
ZfifMjvo- stem ot euvrjva the menses + -logy.] A 
treatise on, or the doctrine of, menstruation. 

1742 {title) Le Tellier’s Critical Reflections upon the Em- 
menology of Dr. Friend. 1847 in Craig; and in mod. 
Diets.' ■ • V * 

Bmmesli, variant of Enmesh v. 

Emmet (e*met). Forms: 1 semete, -mette, 
-mytte,, dmete, 3-4 emete, (5 ematte), 4-6 
emet, (emot(e, 4 Sc. a nemot, i.e. an eraot), 6 
emmette, (emmont), 6-7 emmot(t(e, (9 Sc. em* 
mock), 6- emmet. (For forms with initial a , 
see Ant.) , [repr. OE. semete wk. fem. (see Ant). 
The OE. k in stressed initial syllables frequently 
underwent shortening in ME., and was in that case 
variously represented according to dialects by a 
or £ Hence the two forms amete and emete ; the 
former of which became contracted into amt , Ant, 


EMMETBIS. 

while the latter retained its middle vowel and sur- 
vives as emmet.} 

1 . A synonym of Ant. Chiefly dial., but often 
used poet, or arch. BCorse-emmefc, the Wood 
Ant { Formica rufd ). 

c 850 Kentish Glass, in Wr.-Wulcker 85 Formic®, emetan. 
c *300 Beket 2141 Faste hi schove and crope ek as emeten. 
c 1375 Sc. Leg. Saints, St. Jacobus 137 Nocht a nemot. £2450 
Metr. Voc. in Wr.-Wulcker 625 Formica. , ematte. 1509 Bar- 
cla vShyp of Folys (1570) 138 Learne man of the simple Em- 
met, 1609 Bible (DouayJ/VtfS'.vi. 6 Goe to the emmoted slug- 
gard. 2659 W. Brough Sacr. Pritic. 215 All creatures, from 
the emmet to the angel. 1713 Guardian (175 6) II. No. .153* 
273 He is an emmet of quality. _ *779 Johnson Life Pope 
Wks. IV. 99 Looking on mankind as on emmets of a 
hillock, x8oa Bingley Anim. Biog. (1813) III, 293 The 
horse-emmet, or great hill-ant. 1855 Singleton Virgil I. 8x 
Emmet, apprehending helpless eld, 

2 . atirib., as emmet- swarm. Also emmet-batch., 
-but, -cast {dial) = Ant-hill ; emmet-hunter 
{dial), the Wryneck ( Yunx torquilla). 

1847-78 Halliwell *Emmet-batch, an ant-hill, Somerset. 
1697 Dampier in Phil. Trans. XX. 49 *Emett Butts. 
Mod. Kent. Dial, The field is so full of *emmet-casts. 1837 
Macgiluvray Hist. Brit. Birds III. 100 Wryneck, [Pro- 
vincial name], *Emmet-hunter. 1885 Academy 10 Oct. 
235 The *emmet-swarm of popular scribblers. 

t E'mmetris. Ohs. rare ~K A green-coloured 
gem, prob. a kind of emerald. 

1621 Burton Anat. Mel. 11. iv. r. iv. (1651) 371 Which 
proper ties.. Cardan gives to that green coloured Emmetris. 
Emmetrop© (e-metr<L<p). Phys. [f. Gr. €/x- 
H€Tp-os + orir-: see next] One whose sight is 
emmetropic. 

1875 H. Walton Dts. Eye 345 Emmetropes complain of 
fatigue only in using the eye for near objects. 

II Emmetropia (emetriiu-pia). Phys. [mod.L. 
(invented by F. C. Donders of Utrecht), f. Gr. 
ficTp-os in measure + wtt- stem of dnp the eye + -IA.] 

‘ The normal or healthy condition of the refractive 
media of the eye, in which parallel rays are brought 
to a focus upon the retina when the eye is at rest 
and in a passive condition * {Syd. Soc , Lex). 

1864 Moore tr. Bonders’ Accomod . <5* Refr. Eye 81^ 2878 
T. Bryant Pract. Snrg. I. 299 The former condition is 
known as emmetropia. 

Emmetropic (emetrp*pik), a. Phys. [f. as prec. 
+ -ic.] Characterized by emmetropia. 

1878 Foster Phys. m. ii, 402 The normal eye, the so- 
called emmetropic eye. 1879 Priestley Smith Glaucoma 
13 The refraction in each eye was. .emmetropic. 
Emmetropy (eme*tr<Fpi). Phys, Anglicized 
form of Emmetropia, 

1880 Le Conte Sight 46 This normal condition is called 
emmetropy. 

Emmew, var. of Immew, to put in a Mew, to 
enclose. 

t Emmoi'sed, pple. Ohs. rare. In 5 enmoysed. 
[var. of amesed, from Amese v.~\ Comforted. 

c 1400 Test. Love 1. (1560) 275/2 Desire, .some speaking to 
have, or els at the least to be enmoysed with sight. 1692 in 
Coles. 1721-1800 in Bailey. *775 in Ash. 
Emmcmit© (e'mpnoit). Min. Also emmon- 
sito. [f. name of Ebenezer Emmons (1799-1863) 
an American geologist.] A variety of strontianite, 
so named by Thomson in 1836. 

1837 Dana Min. 200 Another variety, .he has named 
Emmonite. 

Emmove, var. of Enmove v., Ohs. 

Emmunity, obs. var. of Immunity. 

Emne, obs. var. of Even a. 

Bmni, obs. var. of Even v. 

Emo&in (e*ir.ddin). Chem. [f. mod.L. {Rheum) 
Emodi , an obs. name for Turkey rhubarb (from 
Gr. *R{ju*)t 6 s the Himalaya) + -IN.] A constituent 
of rhubarb root, obtained by treating chrysophanic 
acid with benzol. Its formula is C^ H 3() O l3 
(Watts Diet. Chem). 

1858 De la Rue & Muller in Q. Jrnl. Chem . Soc. X. 305 
This substance for which. . we propose the name of Emodin, 
is of a bright deep orange colour. 

+ Emodula'tion. Mus. Ohs.-* [n. of action 
f. L. emodula-re to sing, celebrate: see -ation.] 
The action of singing in measure and proportion ; 
* phrasing *. 1731 in Bailey. 1775 in Ash. 

Emollescence (im^le-sens). Chem. and Min. 
[f. L. emollesc-ere to grow soft + -ence.] 4 A state 
of softening ; the softened condition of a melting 
body before it fuses* {Syd. Soc. Lex). 

1794 Kirwan Mm. I. 43 The. .lowest degree is emolles- 
cence. 184/7 i» Craig ; and in mod. Diets. 

Emolliate (fm^li^it), v. [f. L. emolli-re to 
soften, f. e intensive + mollis soft + -ate.] trans. 
To soften, render effeminate. 

1802-17 Pinkerton Geog, (W.), Emolliated by four cen- 
tunes of Roman domination. 1847 in Craig : and in mod. 
Diets. 

+ EmoTLiative, a. Ohs. rare— 1 . [f. as 
prec. + -ative.] That tends to soften, assuage, 
relax. 

1601 Holland Pliny II. 138 The meale. .of the three- 
moneth corn is more moist and emolliative. 
f Emo-llid, a. Obs- • [ad. L. imollid-us , 
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(? erroneous reading) Livy xxxiv. xlvii.] Soft, 
tender, nice, effeminate. 

1656 in Blount Glossogr, 1731 in Bailey. 1775 in Ash. 

Emollient (iin^diient), a. and sb. Med. Also 
7 emolent, 8-9 era.oli.ent. [f. L. enwllient-em, 
pr. pple. of emolli-re to soften, f. e intensive + 
molli-s soft.] 

A. adj. That has the power of softening or 
relaxing the living animal textures. Also fig. 

1643 J. Steer tr . Exper. Chyrurg. vii. 29 , 1 use emolent 
Medicines. 1655 Culpepper, Cole & Rowland Riverius 
x. iii. 289 A Decoction of Emollient Herbs. 1796 Burke 
Regie . Peace Wks. VIII. 135 All the emolient cataplasms 
of robbery and confiscation. 1833 Mrs. Browning Prometh. 
Bd. Poet. Wks. (1850) 1 , 161 Mixtures of emollient remedies. 
1876. Gross Dis. Bladder 26 A large emollient poultice is 
applied to the vesicated surface. 

B. sb. A softening application. Chiefly in pi. 
Also fig. 

1656 Ridgley Pract. Pkystck 13 Lay not on the scarified 
place emollients. 1667 Decay Chr. Piety xix. § 13 (1683)368 
This pacifick purpose, as a lenitive and emollient. __ 1727 
Pope, etc. Art Sinking 92 The emollients and oplats of 
poesy. 1875 H. Wood Therap. (1879) 5 82 1 * 016 emollients 
are perfectly bland, fatty substances. 

+ EmO'lliment, Obs-* [as if ad. L. *emolli- 
ment-um , f. emoUire : see prec.] 4 An asswaging ’ 
(Cockeram 1623). 

Bmolli*tion. 'I Ohs. Also 7 emolition. [as if 
ad. L. * emollitibn-em , n. of action f. emolli-re to 
soften.] The action of softening. Also fig. 

a 1619 Daniel Coll. Hist. Eng. (1626) 3 Which [land]., 
would have, .not needed this emollition by learning, 1626 
Bacon Sylva § 730 Bathing or Anointing give a Re- 
laxion or Emollition, *646 Sir T, Browne Pseud. Ep. 53 
Powerful menstruums are made for its emolition. 1741 
Compl . Earn, Piece 1. i. 80 Let it lie on [the corn] till it have 
sufficiently done the designed Work of Emollition, 2775 in 
Ash. 1847 in Craig ; and in mod. Diets. ' 

t Emollitive, a. and sb. Med . Ohs. [f. L. 
emollit- ppl. stem of emolli-re to soften 4- -im] 

A. = Emollients. 

1601 Holland Pliny II. 137 This is generally obserued, 
that all sorts of wax be emollitiue. 1657 Tomlinson Renods 
Disp. 499 The herbaceous part is emoliitive. 

B. = Emollient sb. 

x6oi Holland _ Pliny II. n Explan, of Wets, of Art, 
Emollitiues, medicines that do soften any hard swelling, 
t E*mologe, V. Ohs. rare— 1 , [ad. med.L. 
emolog-are corrupt var. of homologdre to confirm ; 
used techn. for ‘ to register a decree in the records 
of a (French) parliament ’.] trans . To enter or 
register as in a diary or calendar. 

1655 Digges Compl Ambass. 18 6 These things.. should 
be inrolled and emologed in their Parlaments. 

Emolument '/m^'li^ment). [ad. L. emtilti-, 
bntilimentum profit, advantage; in most Lat. 
Diets, said to be f. emolt-ri to bring out by effort. 

On this view, however, the quantity ought to be emoli- 
mentum; the quantity evidenced in L. poetry points to 
derivation from emblere to grind out. Possibly two dis- 
tinct L, words of the same spelling may have been con- 
fused.] 

1 . Profit or gain arising from station, office, or 
employment ; dues ; reward, remuneration, salary. 

1480 Wardr. Acc. Edw. IV { 1830) 127 Certeyn offeringes 
..and emoluments unto the said benefice due 1637-50 Row 
Hist. Kirk (1842) 31 His former rents and emoluments. 
*743 J* Morris Serm. viii. 216 Believers, .deny themselves 
all the . . emolumen ts . . they might have injoyed here. 1803 
F. Jeffrey in Four C. Eng. Lett. 423 The concern has now 
become to be of some emolument, x88x P. Brooks Candle 
of Lord 69 Menwho want to be scholars for the emoluments 
. .scholarship will bring, 
f 2 . Advantage, benefit, comfort. Ohs. 
w 1633 Massinger New Way, etc. iv. ii, Thou never hadst 
in thy house. .A piece of. . cheese . . For their [men's] emolu- 
ment, 1704 Swift T. Tub (1768) I. 119 That wind still con- 
tinues of great emolument in certain mysteries. 1756 
Chesterfield Lett. IV. cccxvi. 80 , 1 brought it [an emetic] 
all up again to my great satisfaction and emolument. 

t Emolume ntal, a. Obs. rare. [f. prec. + 
-al ] * next. 

1664 Evelyn Sylva Pref. Rdr., All that is laudable 
and truly emolumental. 1669 J. Rose Eng. Vineyard Ep. 
Ded., All that is truely magnificent and emolumental in 
the culture of trees and fruits. X72X-X800 in Bailey. 1847 
in Craig ; and in mod. Diets. 

Emolumentary (fm^li«me-ntaii% a. [f. Emo- 
lument + -ary.] That tends to emolument ; pro- 
fitable, beneficial, advantageous; 

1775 Wraxall in Tour N. Europe 87 Marriage is not 
encouraged by [any] emolumentary mark of favour. x888 
Daily News 22 May 6/5 My office is honorary rather than 
emolumentary. 

t Emo*ng, prep, and adv. Obs. Forms: 4 
emang, 5 emannge, -onge, -unge, 5-7 emong. 
[variant of Among, Imong.] = Among. 

A. prep. 

* 375 -* 59 * [see Among i &]. a 1400-50 Alexander 4817 
And gods glorious gleme glent J?am emaunge. c 1420 Avow. 
Arthur xlvi Emunge the grete and the smalle. 1470-85 
Malory Arthur Prol. (1817) 1 Moost to be remembred 
emonge vs englysshe men. 1571 Digges Pantotn. 1. B ij b, 
Emon§ Right lined figures, suche as haue onely three sides 
are Triangles. 

B. adv. 

1440-70 [see Among]. 1548 Forrest Pleas. Poesy e 432 
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That whearesoeure they shall come emonge, No fawte 
theare bee. .fownde. 

t Emo*Hges(t, prep. Forms: 5 ©manges, 
-ez, emongis, 6 -es, ~s, -est. [f. prec. with advbl. 
genitive ending : see Amongst.] — Amongst. 

1460-1569 [see Amongst 6]. X495 Act xi Hen . VII, c. 53 
That the seid Robert emongis other shuld stand and be con- 
victed. .of High Treason. 1571 Ascham Scholem 1. (Arb.) 

37 Witte is asingulergifte of God, and so most rare emonges 
men. 

Emouy (e-m^ni). Also 7 emone, enmiene. 
[aphet. f. Anemone (? taken as an emony).} 

1644 Find. Dr. Feat ley Pref. 6 Robbing him of. .Em- 
menes or Tulips. 1657 Coles Adam in Eden (Britten and 
Holl.), The common people call them Emones. 1664 R. 
Turner in Prior, Gardeners call them Emonies. 173* 
Bailey, Anemone, the emony or wind-flower, 1882 in 
Devonshire. Plant~n., Emony. 

Bmoptoic, obs. form of H^emoptoic. 
Emorodial, obs. form of Hemorrhoidal. 
Emorogie, obs. form of Hemorrhage. 
Emoroydes, obs. f. Emerods, Hemorrhoids. 
Emortise, obs. form of Amortize. 

1598 Stow Surv. xviii. (1603) 168 The emortising and 
propriation of the Priorie; 

Emotion (frmTujhn). [ad. L. embtion-em , n. 
of action f. e-move-re, f. e out + move-re to mo ve.] 

1 1. A moving out, migration, transference from 
one place to another. Obs. 

1603 Knolles Hist. Turks (i6ari 3 The divers emotions 
of that people [the Turks]. 1695 Woodward Nat. Hist. 
Earth 1. (1723) 45 Some accidental Emotion, .of the Center 
of Gravity, 

1 2. A moving, stirring, agitation, perturbation 
(in physical sense). Obs. 

1692 Locke Educ. 7 When exercise has left any Emotion 
in his Blood or Pulse. 1708 O. Bridgman in Phil. Trans. 
XXVI. 138 Thunder. . caused so great an Emotion in the Air. 
*755 Porter ibid. LX IX. x 18 The horses rose from their 
litter with violent emotions. 1758 Ibid. L. 647 The waters 
continuing in the caverns, .caused the emotion or earth- 
quake. X772 Monro ibid. LX IX. 18 A diluted spirit of 
vitriol . . occasioned no . . emotion, a 1822 Shelley Love's 
Philos. 6 The winds of heaven mix forever With a sweet 
emotion. 

1 8. transf. A political or social agitation; a 
tumult, popular disturbance. Obs. 

1579 Fenton Gnicciard. it, There were, .great stirres and 
emocions in Lombardye. 1709 Addison Tatler No. 24 ^13 
Accounts of Publick Emotions, occasion'd by the Want of 
Corn. 1757 Burke Abridgem , Eng. Hist. Wks, X. 432 
Even in England some emotions were excited in favour of 
the Duke [Robert of Normandy, in 1103]. 

4. fig. Any agitation or disturbance of mind, 
feeling, passion ; any vehement or excited mental 
state. 

x66o Jer. Taylor Duct. Du bit. (R.), The emotions of hu- 
manity . . the meltings of a worthy disposition. 17x2 Steele 
Sped. No. 432 F 9 I hope to see the Pope, .without violent 
Emotions. 176* Kames Elem. Crit. ii. § 2. (1833) 37 The 
joy of gratification is properly called an emotion. 1785 
Reid hit. Powers 725 The emotion raised by grand objects 
is awful. 1828 Scott F. M. Perth , Desirous that his emo- 
tion should not be read upon his countenance. 

b. Psychology. A mental * feeling * or 4 affec- 
tion’ {e.g. of pleasure or pain, desire or aversion, 
surprise, hope or fear, etc.), as distinguished from 
cognitive or volitional states of consciousness. 
Also abstr. 4 feeling’ as distinguished from the 
other classes of mental phenomena. 

1808 Med. Jrnl. XIX. 422 Sea-sickness, .is greatly under 
the dominion of emotion. 1841-4 Emerson Ess. Friend- 
ship Wks. (Bohn) I. 81 In poetry, .the emotions of benevo- 
lence and complacency, .are likened to the material effects 
of fire. 1842 Kingsley Lett. (1878) I. 61 The intellect is 
stilled, and the Emotions alone perform their. . involuntary 
functions. 1871 Tyndall Fragm. Sc. (ed. 6) II. xi. 231 
He. .almost denounces me. .for referring Religion to the 
region of Emotion. 1875 Jowett Plato (ed. 2) I. 249 The 
. .emotions of pity, wonder, sternness, stamped upon their 
countenances. 

Emotional (z'm<7U'Jhnal), a. [f, prec. 4- -AL.] 

1. Connected with, based upon, or appealing to, 
the feelings or passions. 

1847 Grote Greece a. xvi. III. 285 Every musical mode 
had its own peculiar emotional influences. x86o Froude 
■ Hist. Eng. VI. 6 Uncoloured .. with the motional weak- 
nesses of humanity. 1862 Shirley in Nugae Crit. vi. 282 
The use of emotional language. 2875 Ouseley Harmony 
Pref. 7 Others . . treat Music as. .only an emotional art. 

2. Liable to emotion ; easily affected by emotion. 
Also in philosophical sense, characterized by the 
capacity for emotion. Also absol. quasi sb. 

1857 Mrs. Gaskell C. Bronte (i860) 9 The natives of the 
West Riding., are not emotional. 1879 M* Carthy Own 
Times II. 384 She [Mrs. Barrett Browning] speaks espe- 
cially to the emotional in woman. 2884 A. Hind in Athe- 
naeum 19 Apr. 497/1 Soul, .ceases to operate qua emotional 
and appetitive soul. 

Emotionalism (zmJu-Jbnaliz’m). [f. prec. + 
-ism.] Emotional character. Usually in disparag- 
ing sense : The habit of morbidly cultivating or of 
weakly yielding to emotion. 

2865 Pall Mall G. 3 Nov. 112 Lively emotionalism is 
his special characteristic. 2869 Spectator 17 Apr. 475/1 
Overstrained, and consciously indulged and petted bits 
of sentimentalism .. passing the verge of maudlin emo- 
tionalism. 1883 L. Abbott in Home Mission Oct. 231 The 
religion of emotionalism [is] represented by the Negro. 


EMOTIONALIST, 
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EMPEROR, 


Emotionalist (fmJu jbnalist). [f. as prec. + 
-1ST.] a. One who bases his theories of conduct 
on the emotions, b. In contemptuous use : One 
who is unwisely emotional* or who appeals (un- 
worthily) to the emotions instead of the reason. 

at 866 J. Grote Exam. Util. Philos, iv. (1870) 62 Mill 
writes, .as if he were a mere emotionalist. 1882 J. Parker 
A post. Life (1884) III. 66 Would he now be called fanatic, 
emotionalist, enthusiast? x 833 Cosmo Monkhouse in 
Academy 23 June 425/1 He is no professional emotionalist, 
making capital out of pain. 

Emotionality (fm^jbnse'liti). [f. as prec. + 
-ity.] Emotional character or temperament. 

1865 Englishm. Mag. Mar. 208 A high state of joyous 
emotionality. 1885 Jeaffreson Real Shelley I. 392 Allow- 
ance must be made for Shelley’s vehement emotionality. 

EmO : tionaliza:tion. nonce-wd. [f. next + 
-ation.] The process of cultivating the feelings, 
or heightening the sensibility. 

1876 Maudsley Physiol. Mind. vi. 366 To bring the low 
savage to the level of the cultivated European . . a process 
of emotionalization [would be needed]. 

Emotionalize (fm^jbnataiz), v. ra>e. [f. 
Emotional + -ize.J irons. To render emotional ; 
make a subject for emotional talk or display ; to 
deal with emotionally. 

1879 Froude Ccesar xxvi. 456 An oath with him was not a 
thing to be emotionalised away. 1882 — Carlyle I. 66 A 
pious family, where religion was not. .emotionalised. 

Emotionally (zintfu'Jbnaii), adv. [f. as prec. 
+ -LY*,] In an emotional manner ; with reference 
to the emotions. 

1865 Dickens Mut. Fr. 1. ii, Nodding emotionally. 18 66 
Ch. Times 20 Feb., The Rinderpest is emotionally described 
..as an affliction. 1874 Spurgeon Treas. Dav. Ps. xcii. 1 
IV. 263 It is good emotionally for it is pleasant to the heart. 
1876 Geo. Eliot Dan. Der IV, lii. 71 Passionate situations, 
which she never made emotionally her own. 
t Emo’tionate, a. nonce-wd. [f. Emotion + 
-ate.] = Emotional 2. 

1824 James Gilchrist Etymologic Interpreter 88 We are 
essentially sentimental and emotionate. 

Emotioned (fm<?u*Jh n d) ppl. a. rare. [f. Emo- 
tion + -ed] Stirred by emotion. 

a 1783 J. Scott (of Am well) Ess. Painting Wks. (1822) 
176 How all his form the emotion’d soul betrays. 

Emotionize (fmJu-Jbnaiz), v. rare. [f. Emo- 
tion + -ize.] trans. T o stir or affect with emotion. 
1859 R. Burton in J ml. R. Geog. Soc. XXIX. 341 Wild 
races seek . . something . . to emotionize them. 1883 Wil- 
fred's Widow II. vi. 255 Moved— touched— emotionized. 

Emotionless (fmiJujsnles), a. [f. as prec. 
+ -less.] Without emotion, devoid of feeling or 
passion. 

1862 F. Hall Hindu Philos. Syst. 177 Brahma is. .tranquil 
..emotionless. 1875 Flor. Marry at Open Sesame I. x. 
144 Her face, .struck me as strangely emotionless. 

Emotive (zmJu-tiv), a. [f. L. h mot- ppl. stem 
of emove-re to move out + -IVE.] 

1 . J- a. Causing movement {oh.), b. Tending 
to excite or capable of exciting emotion. 

2735 Brooke Univ. Beauty w\ 12 1 Eternal art, Emotive, 
pants within the alternate heart. 1883 H. M. Kennedy tr. 
Ten Brink's E. E. Lit, 38 The emotive passionate quality 
of epic diction. 

2 . Pertaining to the emotions, or to emotion. 

1830 Mackintosh Eth. Philos, Wks. 1846 I. 160 Distinc- 
tion between the percipient and what, perhaps, we may 
venture to call the emotive or the pathematic part of human 
nature. 1833 H. Spencer Princ. Psychol. (1870) I. 484 
Actions . . at once, conscious, rational, and emotive. 1876 
Geo. Eliot JDan. Der. vn. lii. 492 It prepared her emotive 
nature for a deeper effect. 

b. Eminently capable of emotion, emotional. 
i88x Mrs. Praed Policy $ P. II. 30 One must feel with 
the emotive, see with the spiritual. 

Hence Emo*tively adv., emotionally. Em’otive- 
ness, the quality of being emotional. Emoti'v- 
ity, the capacity for emotion. 

1884 A themeum 5 Apr. 438/1 Thoughts must be emotively 
expressed before they can become poetry. 1876 Geo. Eliot 
Dan. Der. xl, Sympathetic emotiveness .. ran along with his 
speculative tendency. 1854 IItckok Ment. Philos. 176 
Emotivity [is a] term for the capacity of feeling. 

Emove fmii'v), V. rare. Also 5 emoyve. [In 
1 5th c. emoyue (if this is not misread for enioyne), 
ad. OF. emovoir ; in 1 8th c. directly ad. L. emo- 
vere : see Emotion.] trans. fa. To move, incite 
(to an action) (oh.), b. To affect with emotion, 
a 1406 Relig. Pieces fr. Thornton MS. (1867)2 He byddes 
, . )?at all J>at hase cure . . emoyue baire parischenes, etc, 
1748 Thomson Cast Indol. 1. x, Kindly raptures them 
emove. 1835 Fraseds Mag. XI. 425 He for whose loss all 
gentle breasts are now emoved. 

Em^aclket (empse'ket), v. rare. [ad. Fr. em- 
paqueter ; cf. En- and Packet.] trans. To pack 
UP- 

1823 Scott Betrothed xii. (1832) 106 No other woman . . 
hath such skilHn empacketing clothes. 

Empsestic (emprstik), a. [ad. Gr. ifxvaicm/cq 
( T *X V V) the art of embossing, f, cfiiraietv to beat 
in, emboss.] In phrase Empsestic art : the art of 
embossing. 

1850 Leitch tr. M filled s A nc. Art § 173. 152 Embossed 
silver plates with ornaments of gold riveted on them (there- 
fore works of the empsestic art). 


Empair, -ment, etc., obs. ff. Impair v., etc. 
t Empale, v. Obs. [f. En- + Pale a. ; OF. 
had empalir in same sense.] trans. To make pale. 

1604 A. Scoloker DaiphanUis in Arb. GarnerVll. 400 The 
heart’s still perfect; though empaled the face. x6xo G. 
Fletcher Christ's Viet ., No bloudles maladie empales 
their face. 1664 Power Exp. Philos. 1 . 75 This Artificial 
Claret . . you may empale as you please. 

Empale, empalement : see Impale, -ment. 
Empall : see Em- prefix. 

Empalm, obs. form of Impalm. 
t Empanel! sb. Oh. Also 6 en-, inpanell, 
impanall, enpannell, 7 empanneL [f. next] 
The list of jurors summoned by the sheriff. Also 
a jury so summoned. 

xgox Phmipton Corr. 159 The Inpanell that .. shall passe 
agaynst you for your maner of Kenalton. Ibid. 161, I have 
sent you part the names of the enpannell. 2368 Grafton 
Chron. II. 630 The Maior .. began to call the empanels. 
1667 Decay Chr. Piety v. §9. 228 May not Christ be per- 
mitted . . to make his challenge and exceptions against this 
so incompetent impanel ? 1775 Ash, Empannel , the list of 
jurors summoned to appear m a Court of judicature. 

Empanel, impanel (empaemel), v. Forms : 
a. 5 empanelle, 0-8 enpanel, 6-9 empannell, 
6- empanel. 0. 6- 8 impannell, 6-9 impannel, 
6- impanel, [a. AF . empanelle-r, f. en- (see En-) 
+ panel (see Pan el).] 

trans. To enter (the names of a jury) on a panel 
or official list ; to enrol or constitute (a body of 
jurors). Hence Empa*nelled ppl. a. 

[1383 Act 7 Rich. II c. 7 Le meschief qavient as diverses 
gentz du roialme queux sont empanellez & retournez devant 
les Justices.] 

a. X487 in Eng. Gilds (1870) 404 The seid seriaunt em- 
panelle no man to be in gret inquest. 2548 Cranmer 
Catech. 59 It is not nowe necessarie to empanel a quest. 
x6xx Speed Hist. Gt. Brit. ix. xiii. § 71 The King, .sent . . 
certaine Londoners . . to be there empanelled for Quests of 
Inquirie. 1630 J. Taylor (Water P.) Virtue of Tayle Wks. 
11. 128/1 A Jury here of Anagrams, you see . . empanneld. 
17. . Burke Libel Bill (R.), Jurors duly empannelled and 
sworn. 187Q Green Short Hist. ii. 82 A jury empanelled 
in each hundred. 

0 . 1514 Fitzherb. fust. Peas (1538 89 b, Persons im- 
panellyd by the . . justices, c x6oo Shaks. Scan, xlvi, To 
side this title is impannelled A quest of thoughts, all ten- 
nants to the heart. 1761 Churchill Rosciad Poems U763) 
I. 8 Twelve sage impannell’d Matrons. 1788 Burns Let. 
P. Hill 1 Oct., Were I impannelled one of the author’s 
jury. x868 Milman St. Pattis vii. 137 A jury was .. im- 
pannelled to ascertain boundaries. 

Empanelling (empze'nelii)), vbl. sb. [f. prec. 
+ -iNG 1 .] The action of the vb. Empanel. 

1467 in Eng. Gilds (1870) 392 By crafte of enpanellynge. 
1549 Latimer Serm. bef. Edit). VI (Arb.) 143 The Iudge at 
the enpanelynge of the queste, hadde hys graue lookes. 1885 
Pall Mall G.xx May 8/1 They watched with great keen- 
ness the empanelling of the jury. 

Empanelment (emparnelment). [f. as prec. 
+ -ment.] =- prec. 

1883 Sat. Rev. LV. 519 With eveiy fresh empanelment the 
risk of this is renewed. 1887 Library Mag. (New York) 
Apr. 531/1 After a definite period of empanelment. 

+ Empa nnel, v. Obs. rare. [f. En- + Panel, 
pack-saddle.] trans. To put a pack-saddle upon. 

1620 Shelton Quix, in. ii. I. 227 Good betide him that 
freed us from the pains of empannelling the grey Ass. x88x 
Duffield Don Quix. II. 326 Saddle Rozinante, and em- 
pannel thine ass. 

Empanoply, empaper : see Em- prefix . 
Emparadise, var. of Imparadjse v. 
Emparehment : see Em- prefix. 
t Empa re, v. Obs. [ad. OF. emparer in same 
sense.] trans. To furnish, adorn. 

1490 Caxton Eneydos xvi. 63 My sone mercure. .take thy 
wynges empared with fedders. 

+ Emparel, sb. Obs. rare- 1 . In 5 enparel 
[altered form of Apparel ; see En-.] - Apparel. 

c 1420 Anters of A rthur xxix, Hur enparel was a-praysut 
with princes of my^te. 

t Empa'rel, v. Obs. Also 6 empareile [al- 
tered form of Apparel v. ; see En-.] traits. To 
equip, array. 

1480 Caxton Chron. 243 Shlppes that were ful wel arrayd 
and emparalled and enarmed. 1357 T. Paynell Barcklaye’s 
Bat. of yugurth 21 He assembled & empareiled an army. 
Empark, var. of Impark v. 

Emparl(e, emparlance : see Imparl, -ance. 
t Empa*rley, v. Obs. rare - 1 . [f. En- + Par- 
ley ; cfT OF. emparler, Imparl.] intr. To parley. 

1600 Holland Livy xxvm. xxxv. 695 They met for to em- 
parley and commune together. 

Empart, obs. form of Impart. 

Empash, -ment, obs. Sc. forms of Impeach to 
hinder, Impeachment hindrance. 

+ Empa'sm. Med. Obs. rare, [as if ad. Gr. 
Hp-naana, regularly f. (jxvaaoeiv to sprinkle on.] 

1 . * A perfumed powder to be sprinkled on the 
body to restrain sweating or to destroy its smell ’ 
(Syd. Soc. Lex.). 

1637 Tomlinson Renods Disp. 201 The less affinity falling 
in the denominations of Empasm and Diapasm. X775 in 
Ash. 1847 in Craig ; and in mod. Diets. 

2 . (See qnot.) 

1637 Phys. Diet., Empasms , medicinal pouders used to 


allay inflamations, and to scarifie the extremity of the 
skin. 1678 in Phillips. 1721-1800 in Bailey. 

ii Imps'sma, Med. Obs.~° £mod.L., f. as 

p>rec.] = Empasm i. 

X708 in Kersey, 1731 in Chambers Cycl. x86o in Mayne 
Exp. Lex. ; and in mod. Diets. 

Empassion, -ate, -meat: see Impassion, etc. 
Empaste : see Impaste. 

f Empa'teott, V. Obs. rare **" 1 . In 6 enpa- 
troae. [f. En- + Patron.] trans. To stand in 
the relation of patron to ; to patronize. 

1397 Shaks. Loved s Conpl. 224, For these of force must 
your oblations be, Since I their Aulter, you enpatrone me. 

Empawn, obs. var. of Impawn v. 

Empeach, obs. var. of Impeach v. to hinder, 
accuse, and sb. hindrance, accusation. 

Empearl, var. Imfearl, to adorn as with pearls, 
t Empei’raX, a. Obs. rare— 1 , [f. Gr. epitap- 
os (see Empiric) + -al] = Empirical. 

1587 Harmar tr. Bezels Sertnons 421 (T.) Empeirall prac- 
tices, who use the medicines which they call narcoticall. 
Empenitent, obs. form of Impenitent a. 

+ Empe 0 ‘ple, V. Obs. Also en-, impeople. 
[f. En- + People.] 

1 . trans. To fill with people, populate. 

1382 N. Lichefield tr. Lopes de Cast anhedds Hist Disc. 
E. Indies 140 b, He was desirous to en crease and enpeople 
his Citie. 1383 Stubbes Anat. Abus. 11. 31 Before the world 
was impeopled. 1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. 1. vi. 
24 But we now know ’tis very well empeopled. 2632 Celes - 
tina xviii. x8i What does impeople Church-yards but it? 

2 . nonce-use. To establish as the population. 

1590 Spenser F. Q. 1. x. 56 And gan enquere . . what un- 

knowen nation there empeopled were. X775 in. Ash, 1847 
in Craig ; and in mod Diets. 

Hence Empeo'pled ppl. a. 

1835 Singleton Virgil I. 164 Libya’s shepherds ,. And 
their empeopled kraals with scattered roofs. 

t E’mperale. Obs. rare— 1 . [Corrupt form of 
emperial. Imperial : see Du Cange s. v. impe- 
rialist A coin of an emperor. 

a 1400 Octouian 1911 For emperales that were not smale 
I bought hym. 

t Bmpera*Iity. Oh. rare— 1 . In 5 empera- 
lyte. [var. of Imperiality : cf. prec.] = Empire. 

c 1470 Harding Chron. Six. i, Able he was. .To haue ruled 
all the emperalyte. 

+ Empe’ratrice. Obs. rare- 1 . [A 16th c. 
form ol Hmperatrice , a. Fr. impSratrice , ad. L. 
imperatrtc-em, fem. of impet-dtor : see Emperor.] 
= Empress. 

1542 Henry VIII Declar. 201 Dauid Kyng of Scottis did 
* homage to Matilde the Emperatrice. 

Emperess(e, obs. var. of Empress. 
Emperial(l(e, obs. form of Imperial a. 
tEmpe*rial, V. Obs . rare- 1 . In 5 empe- 
rialle. [f. emperial, Imperial ai] trans. To give 
a lordly or magnificent appearance to. 

^1460 J. Russell Bk. Nurture in Babees Bk. (1868)133 
Emperialle by Cuppeborde with Siluer & gild fulle gay. 

Emperic, -al, obs. ff. Empiric, -al. 
Emperice, obs. form of Empress. 

Emperil, obs. form of Imperil. 
t Empe’riment. Obs. rare- K [a. OF . em- 
pirement deterioration, f. empirer to make worse ; 
cf. Empybe v. and -ment.] The action of getting 
worse, of * breaking up’ physically. 

1674 Collect. Poems , To Flatman , The minds incurable 
disease, That (till the last Emperiment) expects no ease. 

Emperious, obs. var. of Imperious a. 
t Bmpe risll, v. Obs. rare. Also 6 empe- 
rysshe, emperyshe. [app. f. F. empirer, on the 
erroneous analogy of words like embellish ; after- 
wards perh. associated with Perish.] 
trans. To make worse, impair, enfeeble. Hence 
Empe 'risking///, a. 

1530 Palsgr. 531 It is not utterly marred, but it is sore em- 
perysshed. 1543 T. Raynold Womans Book Y sTheweedes.. 
wyll defourme and emperysshe the good grace of them. 1379 
Spenser Sheph. Cal . Feb., I deeme thy braine emperished 
bee Through rustie elde. 1393 Nashe Christ's T. (1613) 68, 
Rather . . then inward emperishiijg lamine should too vn- 
timely inage thee. 

+ Bmpe rishment. Obs. [f. prec. + -ment.] 
Impairment, injury. 

1545 Raynold Womans Book Y 6 Without any empe- 
risshement of theyr helth. 

t E*mpeadze, v. Oh. rare. [f. Empery + -ize.] 

a. trans. To rule as an emperor; to lord it over. 

b. intr. Const, over. Hence E*mperizing///. a. 

1398 Barckley Felic. Matt (1631) 1 67 He thought it 

? eater . . ’ore Kings to emperize. 1609 Heywood Brit. 

roy Proem, The Apocalip Magog shall . . Emperise the 
world. x6ox Chester Love's Mart, cci, Trueloue is Troths 
sweete emperizing Queene. 

1 B mperly, a. Obs. rare- 1 , [f. Emper-or -f 
-ly.] = Imperial. 

1300-23 Virg Hitts in Thoms Prose Rom. (1858) II. 23 He 
saw his unkell . . in his emperly stole. 

Emperor (emparsi). Forms: 3 emperere, 
3-8 emperour(e, (3 amperur, aumperour, 4 
emparour, -nr, empere, emperore, -ure,. eem- 
perour, 5 emperowre), 5-6 emproure, -ure, ( 6 


empebob. 


EMPHASIS. 


emporour, empowr, empoure, -pre-, -prioure), 
(4 imparour, -nr, imperar, -owr, 4-6 imp er our), 
4, 6 — emperor. [The ME. emperere, emperoure , 
are respectively ad. OF. emperereip (nom. case) 
and empereor (oblique case) :—L. imperd'tor , im- 
perdto'rem, agent-noun f. imperdre to command. 

The L. imperator, orig. denoting in general the holder 
of a chief military command, became in the period of the 
Roman republic a title of honour, bestowed on a victorious 
general by the acclamation of the army on the field of battle. 
This title was afterwards conferred by the senate on Julius 
Caesar and on Augustus, with reference to the military 
powers with which the chief of the state was invested ; and 
in accordance with this precedent it was adopted by all the 
subsequent rulers of the empire except Tiberius and Clau- 
dius. In post-classical Latin it became the chief official 
designation of the sovereign, being interpreted in the sense 
of ‘ absolute ruler’ fin Greek avro/cpdrwp). In this sense it 
continued to be applied to the rulers of the Western and 
Eastern Roman empires until they severally came to an 
end. In a. d, 800 when the Western empire was nominally re- 
vived, the Frankish king Charles the Great (.Charlemagne) 
was crowned by the pope with the title of imperator, 
implying that he was invested with the same supremacy 
over European monarchs that the rulers of the earlier 
Roman empire had possessed. The title continued to be 
borne by his successors, the heads of the * Holy Roman 
Empire’ (popularly the ‘ Empire of Germany’) down to its 
extinction in 1806. The Romanic (and hence the English) 
forms of the word were originally applied to the sovereigns 
of the Eastern empire, to those of the Romano- Germanic 
empire, and historically to those of the earlier Roman 
empire. For subsequent extensions of meaning (common 
to English with the Romanic langs.), see below in Sense 3.] 

1 , The sovereign of the undivided Roman Em- 
pire, or of the Western or Eastern Empire. 

*1x2*5 After. W. 244 puruh Jullanes heste be Amperur. 
a 1300 Cursor M. 11277 (Cott.) In august time, pe Imparour, 
Was vs born vr sauueour, c 1300 St. Margarets 23 Liper was 
J>emperor Diocletian. X340 Hampole Pr. Consc. 4089 He 
sal be last emparour hat pare sal be. 1388 Wyclif Matt. 
xxii. 2i 3elde ge. to the emperoure tho thingis that ben the 
emperouris. 1480 Caxton Citron. Eng. iv. (1520) 27 b/2 He 
was commaunded by the letter of themperoure to come to 
Rome. 1549 Compl. Scot . 25 Marcus antonius vas venquest 
be the empriour agustus. 1603 Knolles Hist. Parks (1638) 
36 Baldwin had before married Emanuel the Greek Em- 
perors neece. 1790 Burke Fr . Rev. Wks. V. 431 Rome, 
under her emperours, united the evils of both systems. 1833 
Cruse Eusebius iv. x. 137 This emperor [Adrian] having 
finished his mortal career. 

2 . The head of the Holy Roman Empire, also 
styled of Almaigne or Germany. 

In German documents Kaiser (the Teutonic form of the 
imperial name Cesar) was used in this sense, and is there- 
fore regarded as the German equivalent of ‘ emperor’. 

X297 R. Glouc. 1x724)486 The aumperour Frederic, & the 
Icing Philip of France Alle hii wende to lerusalem. c 1450 
Guy Warm, (G.) 4205 Therfore y sey yow, syr emperere. 
1529 Rastell Pastyme (2811)81 Philyppe Auguste, .wanne 
a great battel! agaynst Otton the emperour. c 1552 Bale 
K. 'Johan x My granfather was an empowr excelent. 16x5 
Stow Annates 661/1 His lordship, .taking leaue of the Em- 
perour, departed from Vienna. 1735 Oldmixon Hist. Eng., 
Geo. /, vi. 763 The Treaty of Vienna between the Emperor 
and King of Spain. 1804 [see 3]. 1873 Bryce Holy Rom. 

Empire (ed. 4) xii. x86 No act of sovereignty is recorded to 
have been done by any of the Emperors m England. 


8 . In wider Sense, as a title of sovereignty con- 
sidered superior in dignity to that of * king \ 

In the Middle Ages, and subsequently, the title was often 
applied to extra-European monarchs ruling over wide terri- 
tories. We still speak of the Emperors of China, Japan, 
Morocco, and historically of the Mogul Emperors of India 
and the Emperor of the Aztecs. Since the early part of 
the 16th c. the title has been used as the equivalent of the 
Russian Tzar (see Czar'. The Sultans of Turkey (who 
assumed the style of Keisar-i-Rilm, ‘ Caesar of Rome V as 
successors of the Byzantine emperors) were occasionally 
spoken of as emperors. Until the present century ‘the 
Emperor’ always, unless otherwise interpreted by the con- 
text, denoted the ‘emperor of Germany’. But in 1804 
Napoleon I. assumed the title of 1 Emperor of the French ’, 
and in the same year the emperor Francis II ‘of Germany’ 
added to his _ other titles that of ‘Emperor of Austria’, 
which he retained when in 1806 he put an end to the Holy 
Roman Empire by his abdication. Subsequently the style 
of emperor has been adopted in several other instances. 
At present (1889) the only sovereigns so called are (apart 
from Asiatic and African potentates) those of Russia, Aus- 
tria, Germany (since 1870), and Brazil (since 1822V; and in 
1876 the title of Empress of India was assumed by Queen 
Victoria. 

c x4oo.Maukdev. v. 42 The grete Cham . . is the gretteste 
Emperour.. of alle the parties be^onde. 1533-4 Act 25 
Hen. VIII, c. 22. §1 The laufull kmges and emperours of 
this realme, ^ 1560 Rolland Crt. Venus Prol. 122 As I have 
red of Kingis and Empreouris. x6ix Shaks. Winter's T. 
m. ii. 120 The Emperor of Russia was my Father. 1655 
M. Carter Hon. Rediv. (1660) 70 Yet our Kings have been 
styled Emperors, and this Realm of England called an 
Empire. 177a Sir W. Jones Ess. x. (1777) 185 Being assisted 
by the emperours of India and China. 1804 tr. Proclam. 
Francis II, xx Aug. in Ann. Reg. 695 Immediately after 
our title of elected emperor of the Romans shall be inserted 
that of hereditary emperor of Austria. 1836 Penny Cycl. 
V. 132 Napoleon, by the grace of God . . emperor of the 
French. lbid.V II. 77 The government of China, .depends 
on the will . . of the reigning emperor, a 1859 De Quince y 
Autotnog.bk. Wks. 1858 1 . 162 note, An emperor is a prince 
uniting in his own person the thrones of several distinct 
kingdoms. 1872 Freeman Gen. Sketch xvi. § 3. (1874) 330 
bmee Buonaparte’s time the title of Emperor, which once 
meant so much, has ceased to have any particular meaning, 
b. transf. and fig. 

a 1300 Cursor M. 18179 Pou ert . . sa hei wit-all, Bath als 
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king and emparur. 1393 Langl. P. PI- C. xxii. 429 Ich 
wolde pat . , peers . . [were] Emperour of alle the worlde. 
0x400 Rom. Rose 7217 Of ail this world is emperour Gyle 
my fadir. 15*6 Pilgr. Per, f (W. de W. 1531 U b, In heuen, 
euery man . . shall be as an emperour. 1598 Shaks. Merry 
W. i.iix. 9 Thou’rt an Emperor Cesar, KeLserand Pheazar). 
x6os — Ham. iv. iii. 22 Your worm is youronely Emperor 
for diet. 1667 Milton P. L. n. 510 Nor less Then Pleas 
dread Emperour. 1697 Potter Antiq. Greece m . xx. (1715) 
149 Neptune the Great Emperor of the Sea. 

4 . In the popular names of certain butterflies: 
Purple Emperor, f Emperor of the Woods, 
Apahira Iris ; f Emperor of Morocco, a collec- 
tor's name, perh. = Purple Emperor. 

x 773 Wilkes Eng. Moths 4* Butterfl. pi, 120 The Purple 
Highflier, or Emperor of the Woods. 1775 Harris Aare - 
Han pi. 3 Purple Emperor. 1788 P. Pindar tj. Wolcott) 
title , Sir Joseph Banks and the Emperor of Morocco. x8 . . 
Lytton Kettelm Chi -1 1 v. v, A rare butterfly . . called the 
Emperor of Morocco. 

t il- 5 . a. In the etymological sense * * com- 
mander’. b. Pom. Ant. As the rendering of L. 
imperator in its republican sense (now replaced by 
the Lat. word). Ohs. 

c 1325 K. Aits. 1669 The messengers Buth y-come toheore 
emperis. X38. Wyclif Set. Wks. III. 290 Oure emperoure 
Crist comaundib- c 1400 Destr. Troy 3670 pai. .ordant hym j 
[Agamynon] Emperour by opyn assent. 1533 Bellenden I 
Livy^ v. (1822) 439 [The] grete justice of thare em prioure 
Camillus. 1598 W. Phillips Linschoten's Trav. in Arb. 
Gamer III. 23 The ships of an ancient custom, do use to 
choose an Emperor among themselves. 1598 Grenewey 
Tacitus* Ann. i. iii. (1622) 5 [Augustus] had beene honored 
with the name of Emperour one and twenty times. 2606 
Shaks. Ant. $ Cl. iv. xiv. <po My Captaine, and my Em- 
peror. j 741 Middleton Cicero II. vii„(i742) 193 Upon this 
success, Cicero was saluted Emperor. 

III. 8. attrib. and Comb., as emperor-king, 
-maker \ emperor-less , -like adjs. (and adv.Y; also 
f emperor-clerk, contemptuously fora lord-spiri- 
tual; emperor- moth. ( Saturnia pavonia minor). 

138 . Wyclif .SV/. Wks. III. 437 Alle degrees of *emperor 
clerkis. — Wks. (1880) 447 Of popis, ne of o}>ere emperour 
clerkis. 1841 W. Spalding Italy 4 It. Isl. III. 60 The *em- 
peror-king passed through Piedmont in triumph. 1882 
A thenaeum 30 Dec. 879/2 The great-grand-nephew of the 
victor of Rossbach put an end. .to the *emperor-less period. 
1579T0MSON Calvin's Serm. Tim. 509/2 It is an *Emperour- 
like gouernance. x6ox Imp. Consid. Sec. Priests (1675) 54 
Thus these great Emperour-Hke Jesuits do speak to her 
Majesty. £1630 Drumm. of Hawth. Poems Wks. (1711) 6 
And emperourlike decore With diadem of pearl thy temples 
fair. 1581 Savile Tacitus' Hist. 1. xxx. (1591) 28 Prouide 
that the raskallest sort be no *Emperour-makers. x868 
Wood Homes without H. xiv. 279 The cocoon of the common 
■^Emperor Moth. 

E’mperor, v. nonce-wd. [f. prec. sb.] trans. 
To rule over as emperor or supreme head. 

1855 Bailey Mystic 109 Seeking . . Their own names, to 
the tribes each emperor'd, To magnify. 

Emperorship, [f. Emperor^. + -ship.] The 
office ordignity of emperor ; the reign of an emperor. 

1575 T. Rogers Sec. Coming Christ 23/1 Which ambi- 
ciously sought the Emperourship of al Italy. 1805 Month. 
Mag. XX. 147 Between the battle of Actmm and the ac- 
ceptance of the emperorship. 2882 Athenaeum 25 Feb. 247 
The last dozen years of his emperorship, 
f JSmpeTson, v. nonce-wd . In 6 enperson. 
[f. En- + Person ] trans. To unite with one’s 
personality. 

X548 Gest Pr. Masse 86 Christes body is not enpersoned 
in us, notwithstanding it is enbodied to us. 

Empery (e*mperi), sb. Now only poet, or 
rhetorical . Forms: 3-7 emperie, -ye, (6 em- 
ber y, empory), 7-9 empixy, -ie, (7 empyrie), 
6 - empery. Of. Impery. [a. OF. emperie (Littre 
s.v. empire), ad. L, imperium Empire.] 

1 1 . The status, dignity, or dominion of an em- 
peror. Obs. 

2297 R. Glouc. (2724) 85 He her forJ> com. And wende 
toward Rome to wynne j?e emperie. 1563-87 Foxe A . <§■ M. 
(1596) 8/2 The excellencie of the Romane emperie did ad- 
vance the popedom of the Romane bishop aboue other 
churches. 1588 Shaks. Tit. A. 1. i. 201 Thou slialt obtaine 
and aske the Emperie. 

b. In wider sense : Absolute dominion. 

1548 Udall, etc. Erasm . Par. Matt. i. 21 Ryches, 
honoure and emperye. 1591 Drayton in Farr S. P. Eliz. 
(1843) I; 132 The only God of emperie and of might. 
1599 Shaks. Hen. V, 1. ii. 226 Ruling in large and ample 
Emperie, Ore France, a 1631 Donne Paradoxes (1652; 11 
All Victories and Emperies gained by War. 1655 Jer. 
Taylor Guide Devot. (27x9) 138 Sets us free From the un- 
godly Empirie Of Sin. 1822 Scott Trierm. iii. xxv, Coin’d 
badge of empery it [the gold] bare. 1831 J, Wilson Uni- 
more vi. 29 x Every Passion in its empery Doth laugh Re- 
morse to scorn. 1882 G. Macdonald in Good Words 254 
A wider love of empery. 

tc. In the sense of L. imperium : The autho- 
rity with which an officer or magistrate has been 
lawfully invested ; legitimate government. Obs . 

c 237*1. Chaucer Booth. 51 pilke dignitee )>at men clepih he 
emperie of consulers. 161^ Speed Hist. Gt. Brit. ix. vi. 
(1632) 504 To introduce that free Empery. 1642 Bridge 
Wound. Cmsc. Cured 1, 10 If a Prince should . . change 
the form of the Common- weale from Empery to Tyranny. 
2 . a. The territory ruled by an emperor, b. In 
wider sense : The territory of an absolute or power- 
ful ruler ; alsoy%: 

1550 Coke Eng. 4* Fr. Herald (2877) § 50 Constantyne 
..conquered the whole empery.' 2601 R. Johnson Kingd. 


4- Commw. 33 A larger Empery hath not be fallen any 
Christian potentate. x6xi Speed Theat. Gt. Brit. xxix. 
(1614) 57/1 Alfred or before him Offa shared the open circuit 
of their emperie into Principalities. 2820 Keats Lamia 
II. 36 A want Of something more, more than her empery Of 
joys. 1833 H. Coleridge Poems 1 . 62 ’Tis all thy own, ’tis 
all thy empery. 

t E mpery, V. Obs. rare- 1 , [f. prec. sb.] 
intr. To exercise supreme power ; to lord it. 
Const, upon. 

2502 Arnolds Chron. (18x1) 160 Alsoo emp’ryng vpoii 
ful many cristen lordis. 

Bmpesehe, -sshe, obs. ff. Impeach to hinder, 
t Empe st, V. Obs. Also impest, [ad. Fr. 
empester ; cf. En- and Pest.] trans. To infect 
with pestilence. 

1655 H. Lest range K. Charles 7 London being . . era- 
pested with a .. furious contagion.. <*2748 Chr. Pitt 
Epistles, 'Unit. Spenser (2810), Ne bitter dole impest the 
passing gale. 

t !Empe*ster, V. Obs. rare. Also im-. [ad. 
OK. empesirer (Fr. empetrer), also empasturer to 
hobble a horse while feeding, f. on late L. type 
*impastoridre, f. in- in + pastorium (It .pastoja) 
tether for a horse, f. pasci (ppl. stem past-) to 
feed. (See the aphetic lorm Pester.)] 
trans. To entangle. 

x6ox Bp. W. Barlow Defence 200 To extricate our in- 
closure within any maze of empest ered errors. x6xx Cotgr., 
Empestre, impestered, intangled. 

Empetrous (e-mp/trds), a. Zool. [f. Gr. %\x- 
7t€t p-os growing on rocks + -ous.] 1 A term ap- 
plied to animals like the seal, which have such 
short members or limbs that they lie directly upon 
the ground 7 \Syd. Soc. LexX 
Empey re, obs. f. Impair v. 
t E mphailist. Obs. rare- 1 , [ad, Gr. ip- 
(pavlctTfis mionner.} An informer, professional spy. 
a 1632 Donne A risteas (1833) 205 You meane the Emphan- 
ists, where the Margin says, .false reporters or Spies. 

|| Empbase (ahfaz), sb. rare. The Fr. form 
of Emphasis. (Defined by Littre c exaggeration 
in expression, tone, voice, or gesture’.) 

2882 Symonds in Macm. Mag. 323 We long . . for less 
emphase. Ibid. 327 The habitual emphase of his style, 

t Emplia'Se, v. Obs. (? nonce-wd.) [f. Em- 
phas-is.] trans. ? To lay emphasis upon. 

1632 B. Jonson New Inn xi, 1. (16921 728, I. .bid you most 
welcome. Lady F. And I believe your most, my pretty 
Boy, Being so^emphased by you. 

Emphasis (emfasis). El. emphases, [a. L. 
ejnphasis , a. Gr. €{x<j>a<ris (in senses 1 and 7 below), 
f. kfupa(v-, cfxpaivHv, mid. voice kp<paiv€<jdat, f. kv 
in + <f>aiv-€iv to show, tyatvevOai to appear.] 

I. The rhetorical sense, and senses derived from it. 
f 1 . (The Gr. and Lat. sense.) The use of lan- 
guage in such a way as to imply more than is 
actually said ; a meaning not inherent in the words 
used, but conveyed by implication. Obs. 

[Quintilian illustrates, the meaning of * emphasis ’ by the 
manner in which Virgil indicates the vast size of the Cyclops 
by saying that he 1 lay along the cavern ’.] 

1589 Puttenham Eng. Poesie (Arb.) 194 [Side-note, Em- 
phasis, or the Renforcer] To inforce the sence of anything 
by a word of more than ordinary efficacie . . [the meaning 
of which] is not apparant, but, as it were, secretly conveyed. 
1659 Pearson Creed (1839) 215 The Lord of that Temple 
in the emphasis of an Hebrew article was Christ. 1764 
Harmer Observ. iii. 8 There might be an emphasis in those 
words of Moses, which has not of late been at ail understood. 

b. Special or important significance in a word 
or phrase (cf. 4). 

x 6 xz Brinsley Lud . Lit . 213 Let them also be taught , , 
in what word the Emphasis lyeth. 

2 . Vigour or intensity of statement or expres- 
sion. Now felt as transf. from 4. 

1573 G. Harvey Lett.-Bk. ( 2884) 32 The veri causis . . he 
knew fully as wel as mi self, with a good larg emphasis, 
I warrant you. ax 6x9 Fotherby Atheom. n. xii. (26221 335 
To expresse, with a greater Emphasis, the incredible power 
of Musick. 1685 Stillingfl. Orig. Brit. ii. 52 Tertulliati 
doth add the greater Emphasis to his Argument. 1839 Db 
Quincey Recoil . Lakes Wks. II. 9 She ceased to challenge 
notice by the emphasis of her solicitations. 1872 Morley 
Voltaire (1886) 222 He is the most trenchant writer in the 
world, yet there is not a sentence of strained emphasis or 
overwrought antithesis. 

* 1 * b. concr. An emphatic expression. Obs. rarer 1 . 
1606 Shaks. Ant. 4 Cl. 1. v. 67 Be choak’d with such 
another Emphasis. 

3 . Intensity or force of feeling, action, etc. 

1602 Shaks. Ham. v. i, 278 What is he, whose griefes 
Reares such an Emphasis ? a 1667 Cowley Oliver Cromwell 
j (27x0^ II. 655 It is only an Emphasis and Exaggeration of 
their Wickedness. 2670 D. Lloyd State Worthies 23 It’s the 
emphasis of misery, to be too soon happy. 1784 Cowper 
Task v. 7 Are they not . . by an emphasis of int’rest his? 
2876 Geo. Eliot Dan. Der. Lx. 181 His , . figure . . was 
all the worse for its apparent emphasis of intention. 

4 . Stress of voice laid on a word or phrase to 
indicate that it implies something more than, or 
different . from, what it normally expresses,, or 
simply to mark its importance; (Cf. quot.1612 
in 1 b.) 

26x3 R,. C. Table Alph. (ed. 3) Emphasis, a forcible ex- 
pressing.. 1748 J. M ason Elocut. 26 When we . . distinguish 
any particular Word in a Sentence, it is called Emphasis. 
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EMPIEM. 


*775 T. Sheridan Led. Art R eadingx. § 3 Mark the pauses 
and emphases by the new signs. 1849 Dickens Dav. Copp. 
iii, Peggotty said, with greater emphasis than usual, that, etc, 
*875 Jowett Plato (ed. 2} V. 15 The emphasis is wrongly 
placed. 

to. Manner of placing- the ‘ emphasis’ in speak- 
ing or reading. 

1725 Bp. Derry in Ellis Orig. Lett. n. 450 IV. 338 Upon 
the Delivery of the enclosed speech from the Throne (which 
was done with as graceful an emphasis as I ever heard). 

5 . transf. 1 Stress’ laid upon, importance as- 
signed to, a pa 1 ticnlar fact or idea. 

*687 R. L’Estrange Anew . Diss. 37 A Flower not to be 
pass'd over without an Emphasis. _ 1805 Med. Jrnl. XIV. 
61 My laying emphasis on the previous effect of the vaccine 
inoculation. 1847 Emerson Repr. Men, Goethe Wks, 
(Bohm I. 384 The emphasis of conversation, and of public 
opinion, commends the practical man. 1870 — Soc. <$• Soli! 
Wks. (Bohn III. 49 'Let not the emphasis of hospitality He 
in these things. 1863 Geo. Eliot Romola ( r88o) I. i.xvi. 222 
A slight matter, not worth dwelling on with any emphasis. 

0. Prominency, sharpness of contour, 

187a Blackie Lays High! Introd. 22 You never saw a 
Ben rising bolt upright with a more distinct emphasis. 
X877 — Lang. # Lit. Scot. Highl. The bones which mark the 
features, .lose them emphasis. 1885 Harped s Mag. Mar. 
526/2 An. .oriel-window, the base of which is formed by a 
gradual emphasis of the brick wall. 

t H- 7. An optical illusion, mere appearance. 
Obs. rare — 1 . 

1653 Wharton Disc. Comets Wks. (1683) 156 Some think 
Comets, .a meer Emphasis or Apparency. 

Emphasize (emifasaiz), v. Also -ise. [f. Em- 
phas-is + -ize.] trans. To impart emphasis to 
(anything) ; to lay stress upon (a word or phrase 
in speaking) ; to add force to (speech, arguments, 
actions, etc.) ; to lay stress upon, bring into 
special prominence (a fact, idea, feature in a re- 
presentation, etc.), 

1828 in Webster. 1845 Dickens Cricket on Hearth iil. 
(Househ. ed.) 106 This philanthropic wish Miss Slowboy 
emphasized with various new raps and kicks at the door. 
1855 W. A. Nicholls Nat. Draw. Master 8 Accustoming 
the hand to emphasize strokes in every possible variety of 
manner. 186 . Thackeray Fitz-Boodle's Prof. Misc. Works 
IV. 18 My conversion made some noise, .being emphasised 
as it were by this fact. 1865 Tylor Early Hist . Man. in. 
44 Gesticulation goes along with speech to - .emphasize it. 
1869 Ouseley Counterp. xix. 156 When the change to the 
tonic, or dominant . . is emphasized, .by a longer note than 
the rest. 1871 Browning Pr. Hohenst. 432 The Present 
with . . Its indistinctness emphasized. 1882 Howells in 
Longm. Mag. I. 45 The spruces and firs . . emphasise the 
nakedness of all the other trees. 1883 Froude Short Stud. 
IV. il iv. 2x5 The emphasis of phrases may remain, but the 
point emphasised has been blunted. 

Hence E-mphasized ppl. a. 

2855 W. A. Nicholls Nat. Drawing Messier 8 The pro- 
duction of emphasized strokes. 1856 Mrs. Browning Aur. 
Leigh 11. 884 And talked with measured, emphasised reserve. 

+ B*mp]xasy« Also 7 empliasie [as if. a. Gr. 
f, €jud>a- : see Emphasis.] = Emphasis. 

1612 Brinsley Pos. Parts (1669) 55 Or else for more em- 
phasie, that is, for speaking more significantly. 1656 in 
Blount Glossogr. 1692 in Coles. 

Emphatic (emfartik), a. [ad. Gr. ZfupanK-os 
(var. of kfL(pai>Tuc6$), f. kfx(pa(v - : see Emphasis.] 
Characterized by, or imparting, emphasis. 

1. Of language, modes of statement or representa- 
tion ; also of tones, gesture, etc.; Forcibly ex- 
pressive. 

1708 Kersey, Empkatick , utter’d with a grace, significant, 
forcible. 1:7x2 Addison Sped. No. 363 r 4 The intercession of 
the Messiah is conceived in very Emphatic sentiments and 
Expressions. 1734 tr . Rollin’ s Anc. Hist. (1827) I. in. 249 
An emphatic emblem. 1836 J. Gilbert Chr. A tonem. viii. 
<1852) 227 The emphatic representation of Scripture. 1845 
S. Austin Ranke's Hist. Ref. III. 221 He declared in the 
most emphatic manner, that it was a. .duty to oppose the. . 
Turks. 1847 Grote Greece (1862) III. xxxix. 405 An em- 
phatic passage of. ./Eschylus. 

to. Of a word or syllable : That bears the stress 
in pronunciation, + Also (rarely) as quaswA in 
pi. ~ ‘ emphatic syllables ’. 

, 2825 J. Grant in Month. Mag. XXXIX. xx8 The same 
care . . the moderns devote to that of their emphatics and 
unemphatics. 1837-9 Hallam Hist. Lit. (1847) I. 29 The 
accented or . . emphatic syllables. 

c. Gram. Emphatic particle*, one used to im- 
part emphasis to the portion of the sentence in 
which it occurs. Emphatic state : an inflexion of 
the sb. in Aramaic, having a function somewhat 
resembling that of the definite article. 

2. Of persons : That expresses himself with 
emphasis of voice, gesture, or language. 

1760 R. Lloyd Ador Wks. (1774) 1 . 16 None emphatic can 
that actor call, Who lays an equal emphasis on all. 1781 
Cowfer Conversation 269 The emphatic speaker dearly 
loves to oppose, In contact inconvenient, nose to nose. 
1837 Dickens Pickw. (1847) 272/1 The business, .was com- 
menced by a little emphatic man. x866 Geo. Eliot F, 
Holt (1868) 29 Mr. Lingon was equally emphatic. 

3. Of actions or their effects ; Strongly marked, 
forcible, ‘telling’. 

2846 Prescott Ferd. + Is. I. xi. 449 Still more emphatic 
honours were conferred on the Count de Cabra. 2872 
Morley Voltaire (x886) 2 One of the emphatic manifesta- 
tions of some portion of the minds of men. 2873 Burton 
Hist. Scot. VI. lxx. i99They threatened to show their opinion 
in emphatic shape. 


EmpEatical (emfas’tikal), a. rare in mod. use. 
Also 7 emphaticall. [f. as prec. + -al.] • 

+ 1. That implies more than is directly expressed ; 
allusive, suggestive. (Cf. Emphasis i.) Obs. 

a 1555 Latimer Serm. 4* Rem. (1845) 274 Chrysostom hath 
many figurative speeches and emphatical locutions, a 2682 
Sir T. Browne Tracts 24 The expression of Scripture is 
more emphatical than is commonly apprehended. 2702 Eng. 
Theophrast. 337 Great things must be delivered plainly, an 
emphatical tone would spoil all. 2775 Adair Amer. Ind. 
56 It is an emphatical and emblematical term to express 
evil, by the negative of good. 

2. Of speech or writing: Strongly expressive, 
forcible, pointed. Of a word : That has special 
importance in the sentence ; hence, that receives 
the stress in pronunciation. 

*577 Harrison England 11. xxv. 1. 362 Hir owne image 
and emphaticall superscription. 2630 Brathwait Eng. 
Gentl. 1641) 221 This .forced from that.. Father this em- 
phaticall discourse. 2713 Guardian No. 79 The emphatical 
expression of praise and blame. 2748 J. Mason Elocut. 26 
And the emphatical Words, .in a Sentence are those which 
carry a Weight or Importance in themselves. 2818 Jas. 
Mill Brit. India II. iv. ix. 288 Used so many and such 
emphatical terms to impress a belief, that, etc. 2824 L. 
Murray Eng. Gram. I. 185 Other words, .may begin with 
capitals, when they are remarkably emphatical. 

+ b. That is designated emphatically or * par 
excellence ’. Obs. 

1644- 52 J. Smith Sel. Disc. vn. iv. (1821) 348 The time of 
that emphatical revelation of the great mystery of God. 
1658 Sir T. Browne Gard. Cyrus II. 500 The Emphaticall 
decussation orfundamer '-al figure. 2758 S. Hayward Serm. 

xvi. 484 The day of Christ's appearance is.. the emphatical 
day. 

+ c. Of or pertaining to emphasis. Obs. 

2646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. vilx. 357 They were mis- 
taken in the Emphaticall apprehension. 

3. Of actions, sentiments, etc. : Forcible, strongly 
marked. 

2582 J. Bell H addon's Answ. Osor. 436 We. .apply., 
improper and borrowed speeches to make the matter seem 
more emphaticall. 2765 Law tr. Behmen's Myst. Magnum 
xxxii. (1772) 268 Here we have a very excellent ana em- 
phatical example, a 1789 Burney Hist. Mus. (ed. 2) II. 
iv. 273 Musicians . . who . . ornament their persons in the 
most emphatical manner. 2805 Foster Ess. i. vii. 208 
Some . . brand of emphatical reprobation. 

4. Of a person : That uses emphasis in speech or 
action ; that speaks or acts in a pointed and forcible 
manner. 

2606 Sir G. Goosecappe 1. i, in Bullen Old PI. III. 20 
My Captaine is the Emphaticall man. 2632 Gouge God’s 
Arrows v. i. 375 In setting downe this he is also very em- 
phaticall. 2649 Milton Eikon. 31 On this Theam the King 
was emphatical and elaborate. 2678 T. Jordan Tri. Land. 
in Heath Grocers' Comp. (1869) 528 Pleased with . . the 
promptitude of the emphatical speaker. 2832 Carlyle 
Misc. (1857) II. 237 Dame Ute bids her not be too emphatical. 

+ 11. 5. [cf. Emphasis 7 .] Of colours: Merely 
apparent, illusory. Obs. 

2646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ef. vi, ix. 322 That there is an 
emphaticall or apparent rednesse in one. 2663 Boyle Colours 
(J.), Emphatical colours are light itself modified by refrac- 
tions. 2708 Kersey, Emphatical or apparent colours, those 
which are often seen in clouds ; before the Rising, or after 
the setting of the Sun,etc. 2721-2800 in Bailey. 

Emphatically, adv. [f. prec. + -ly. 2 ] 

1. In an emphatic or forcible manner or sense ; 
with emphasis ; decidedly, decisively. 

2584 Fenner Def. Ministers (1587) 69 Saying empheti- 
callie, he determined. 2628 Earle Microcosm. Ivi. 152 And 
then they emphatically rail, and are emphatically beaten. 
2663 Cowley Verses <$• Ess. ( 1669) I2 & The Rich poor Man's 
Emphatically Poor. 2722 Steele Sped. N o. 147 p 2 , 1 heard 
the Service read, .so emphatically, and so fervently. 2756 
Burke Find. Nat. Soc. Wks. 1842 I. 9 It Is always so; 
but was here emphatically so. 2824 W. Irving T. Trav. 
I. 258 Striking his cane emphatically on the ground. 2830 
Foster in Life fy Corr. (1846) II. 184 The most emphatically 
evangelical piety. 2872 Freeman Norm. Cony. (1876) IV. 

xvii. 58 William the Tyrant, as the local historian emphati- 
cally calls him. 

+ 2. In a pregnant manner, allusively, sugges- 
tively. Obs. Cf. Emphasis i. 

2658-9 T. Wall Char. Enemies Ch. 18 Which Samuel 
does here emphatically insinuate. 2678 Cudworth Intel! 
Syst, 410 He often useth those words also emphatically, 
for ‘ One only supreme God '. 

+ 3. In appearance, as opposed to ‘ in reality ’ or 
‘ in fact ’ ; cf. Emphasis 7 . Obs. 

2646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep.v. ii. 235 What is delivered 
of their incurvitie, must, .bee taken Emphatically, that is, 
not really but in appearance. 1679 Plot Staff or dsh. (1686) 
227 Not emphatically, like the colours in a glass Prisme. . 
but solidly and genu inly. 2775 in Ash. 

+ Empha-ticalness. Obs. rare. [f. Empha- 
tical a . + -ness.] The quality of being empha- 
tical; « Emphasis 2. 

a 2665 J. Goodwin Filled w. the Spirit (2867) 266 Now this 
could not be expressed in more emphaticamess of words. 
2668 Jer. Collier Several Discourses (1725) 246 But then 
’tis imply'd in the Emphaticalness of the Expression. 

Emphisode : see Emphysode. 

Empholite (e*mf£bit). Min. [f. (by Igel- 
strom 1883 ) Gr. epupooktveiv to lurk in + -ite.] 
Hydrous silicate of alumina, found in Sweden in 
minute radiated crystals. 

1883 Amer. Jrnl. Sc. Ser. hi. XXVI. 156 Empholite. 
occurs mixed with cyanite, and in cavities in schistose 
damomite. 


Empliractic (emfrarktik), a. and sb. Med. 
[ad. Gr. Ifuppanrucos, f. kpupparruv to obstruct.] 

A. adj. Having power to obstruct. 

2727-52 in Chambers Cycl. 2847 m Craig ; and in mod. 
Diets. 

B. sb. A medicine which shuts up the. pores of 
the skin. 

2678 in Phillips (Emphrastical in 270&). 2775 in Ash. 

2847 in Craig : and in mod. Diets. 

+ Emphra*ctical, a. Med. Obs. rare. [f. prec. 
+ -al.] = prec. adj. 

1657 Tomlinson Renou's Disp, 124 All are not emphrac-, 
tical or such as fill the pores with their lentor. 
JSmplirensy, obs. var, Enfbenzy. , 

!l Emphysema (emfisrma). Med. Also ? 9 
emphysem. [mod.L., a. Gr. kfi^vcrijpa inflation, 
f. €fMpv(xa-€iv to puff up.] ‘The swelling of a part 
caused by the presence of air in the interstices of 
the connective tissue ’ (Syd. Soc. Lex.). 

2662 Lovell Hist. Attim. 4* Min . 329 The emphysema 
or inflation thereof, which is a swelling, caused by external 
causes. 1764 Watson in Phil. Trans . LIV. 242 The dis- 
order. .was made infinitely worse by the emphysema. 1828 
Webster, Emphysema, emphysem. 1883-4 Med. Ann. 40/2 
Asthma . . accompanied by emphysema 

Empliysema+ose (emfisz-matJu: S % a. Med. 
[f. Gr. kyupvarjiuxT- stem of prec. + -ose.] = next. ' 
277 6 Phil. Trans. LXVI. 432 When I struck it with my 
finger, it returned an emphysematose sound. 

Emphysematous (emfisPmatas), a. Med. 
[f. as prec. + -ous.] Of the nature of or like 
emphysema ; pertaining to emphysema. 

1764 Watson in Phil. Trans. LIV. 241 The whole sub- 
stance of the lungs was in a state truly emphysematous. 
2870 A. Flint Physiol. Man viii. (1873) 235 Some observers 
have found the corresponding lung, .emphysematous. 

+ E mphysode, a. Med. Obs. rare- 1 , [ad. 
mod.L. emphysodes, a. Gr. *k/A<pvcrco S tjs character- 
ized by blisters, f. kfi<pv<ra-uv to puff up.] 

In Emphisode fever : transl. of Emphysodes febris 
(see quot. 1731). 

2547 Boorde Brev. Health cxliiL 53 In Englyshe it is 
named the Emphisode fever. [2731 Bailey, Emphysodes 
febris (with Physicians) a vehement heat in fevers, which 
causes pustules and inflammation in the mouth.] 1775 in 
Ash. 

+ Emphyteu*ciary« Obs. rare- 1 , [f. L. em- 
phyteusis + -ary.] = Emphyteuticary. 

2676 R. Dixon Two Testaments 24 They have, .right, .to 
become. .Emphyteuciaries, Vassals, or otherwise. 

Emphyteusis (emfithrsis). Law. Also 8 em- 
pheuteusis. [a. L. emphyteusis, a. Gr. ZjucpvTevcns 
of same meaning ; lit. ‘ implanting’, f. 
to implant.] ‘A perpetual right in a piece of 
land that is the property of another’ (Stubbs). 

a 1628 Ralegh in Gutch Coll. Cur. I. 71 Emphyteusis is 
. .a contract, whereby any moveable thing is granted, to be 
enjoyed under a certain rent, reserved to the grantor. 1818 
Hallam Mid. Ages (1841) I. i. 232 The usufruct or emphy- 
teusis of the Roman code. 2875 Bryce Holy Rom. JEmp. 
viii. (ed. 5) 131 The divided ownership of feudallaw found its 
analogies in the Roman tenure of emphyteusis. 1878 G. 
Marriott tr. Lceveleye's Prim. Property 51 An emphyteusis 
or hereditary lease. 

[[ Emphy+euta (emfitiz 7 *ta). Law. [a. L. e?n- 
pkyteuta, ad. Gr. kfifvnvrrjs in same sense, f. i/x- 
<pvT€v-etv : see prec.] * A tenant of land which 
was subject to a fixed perpetual rent’ (Maine). 

2708 in Kersey. 2722-2800 in Bailey. 2775 in Ash. 2875 
Poste Gains n. (ed. 2) 167 The proprietor had a reversion 
on failure of the heirs of the emphy teuta. 

Emphyteutic (emfitizrtik), a. Law . Also 
7 emphyteutike, -tick, 8 emfitentic. [ad. L. em- 
phyieutic-us in same sense, f. Gr. l/x^vrev-etv : 
see Emphyteusis.] Of the nature of, or held by, 
Emphyteusis. 

2652 Howell Venice 248 Goods Ecclesiastic holden as 
Emphyteutike. 2656 in Blount Glossogr. 2768 Blackstonb 
Comm. III. 232 A tenant .. might be ejected from such 
emphyteutic lands. 2787 J. Townsend Joum. Spain (2792) 
III. 328 By the emfiteutic contract the great proprietor., 
has power to grant any given quantity [of land] for a term 
of years. 2880 Muirhead Instil . Gains 550 Emphyteutic 
grants of lands by a municipality. 

+ Emphyteu'tical, a. Law. Obs. rare- 1 . 
[f. as prec. + -al.] — prec. 

a 16x8 Ralegh in Gutch Coll. Cur. I. 72 It shall be an 
emphiteutical contract. 

+ Emphyteu*ticary. Law. Obs. rare. [ad. L. 
emphyteuticari-us - emphytental\ — Emphyteuta. 

a 2656 Hales Serm. at Eton (1672) 21 We. .ma.y be some 
emphyteuticaries, or farmers, or usufructuaries. 1656 
Blount Glossogr ., Empkyteuticary,h& that maketh a thing 
better than it was when he received it, that raiseth his rents 
or improves. 2677 m Coles ; and in mod. Diets. 

Empicture (empi*ktiur). Also 6 en-, 9 im- 
picture. [f. En- + Picture.] trans. To represent 
in a picture, portray. 

2520-30 Skelton Gar! Laurel 892 Zeuxes, that enpic- 
tured fare Elene. 1824 Cary Dante (Chandos) 223 Our 
impictured lineaments. 2850 Blackie AEsckylus I. 223 
Behold. .The wild beasts of the woods by thine own hand 
Empictured. 

t E'rnpiem. Med. Obs. Anglicized f. Empyema. 

2598 Sylvester Du JB arias 209 The spawling Empiem. . 
With foule impostumes fills his hollow chest. 


EMPXERCE, 


EMPIRICALLY, 


Empierce, impierce (em-, impl®-js), v. 
Also o empierse, empeirce, enpearce, imperse. 
[£ En-, In- ■'+ Pierce #.] tram . To pierce 
through keenly ; to transfix, lit . and fig. 

1578 T. Proctor Gorg. Gallery, Py ramus <§- Tk. t Sweete 
pendant, now in wofuil brest Impersid. 1592 Shaks. Rom. 

# JuL 1. iv. 19 I am too sore enpearced with his shaft, To 
soare with his light feathers. 2593 Nashe Christ's T. (1613) 
129 To arte-enatnel your speech to empeirce . .soules. 2622 
Quarles Esther § 10 Like painted swords They near irn- 
pierc’d Queen Esthers tender heart. 2642 H. More Song of 
Send 1. m. v, The vast thumps of massie hammers noise, 
Empierc’d mine ears. 1751 Gilb. West Educ, xxxvii, ( His] 
tender Breast Empierced deep with sympathizing Teen. 
1855 Fraser's Mag. LI. 89 The horrible thorns empierced 
the bone. 

b. intr. 

1814 Cary Dante (Chandosed.) 147 Through the orbs of 
all, A thread of wire, impiercing, kmts them up. 

Hence Empie rced, Empid*rcxng ppl.adjs . 

# 1604 Drayton Moyses (L.), He feels those secret and 
impiercing flames. 1612 — Poly-olb. xxii, (1748) 341 The 
brinish tears drop’d down on mine imp ierced breast 1652 
Benlowes Theoph. xni. xlv, O, let our fleshly barks still 
ride At anchor in calm streams of His empierced side. 

t Empi'ght, v. Obs . Also 4 enpight. The 
pa. t. and pa. pple. of *empitch [f. En- + Pitch#.]. 

1 . trans. Fixed in, implanted. 

c 1400 Test. Love 1. (2560) 273 b/2 In you is so mokel 
werking vertues enpight. 1396 Spenser F. Q. m. v. 20 Ex- 
ceeding griefe that wound in him empight. 1642 H. More 
Song of Soul n. iii. 11. xlv, Nothing is empight In it. 
1746 W. Thompson Hymn to May [an imitation of Spenser] 
xliii, Full suddenly the seeds of joy recure Elastic spring, 
and force within empight. 1721-2800 in Bailey. 1847 m 
Craig ; and in mod. Diets. 

2. intr. for refl. 

2596 Spenser F. Q. ir. iv. 46. He. .ere it empight In the 
meant marke, advaunst his shield atween. 

Empire (e-mpaiei), sb. Forms: 3 anpyre, 
empyere, 4 empir, (impire, imparre), 4-5 em- 
per(e, 4-6 empyr(e, 4- empire, [a. F. empire 
L. imperiwn in same sense ; related to imperdre 
to command, whence imperator Emperor. 

Owing partly to historical circumstances, and partly to the 
sense of the etymological connexion between the two words, 
empire has always had the specific sense * rule or territory 
of an Emperor ' as well as the wider meaning which it derives 
from its etymology.] 

I. Imperial rule or dignity. 

1 . Supreme and extensive political dominion; 
esp. that exercised by an * emperor * (in the earlier 
senses : see Emperor i, 2), or by a sovereign state 
over its dependencies. 

_ c 1325 E. E.Allit. P. B. 1332 For alle his empire so hhje 
in erj?e is he grauen. a 2400 Know Thyself in E. E. P. 
(1862) 132 J?au3 >ou haue kyngdam and empyre. c 1400 
Three Kings Cologne 18 Qctauianus, .in 3eer of his 
Empire XLII. 2535 Coverdale 2 Chron. xxxvi. 20 They 
became his seruauntes..tyll the Persians had the empyre. 
1589 Puttenham Eng. Poesie 1. xxiii. (Arb.) 60 Your 
Maiestie haue shewed yourselfe. .vertuous and worthy of 
Empire. x68i Nevile Plato Rediv. Pref., Many Treatises 
. .alledged. .That Empire was founded in Property. 2712 
Pope T'emp. Fame 347 And swam to empire thro* the purple 
flood. 2822 Byron Sardan. 1. i. 1 1868) 350 Thirteen hundred 
years Of empire ending like a shepherd's tale. 2845 Stoc- 
Queler Handbk. Brit. Indm 1(1854) 7 From this hour (1757) 
the establishment of the British empire in India may be 
dated. 

2 . transf. and Jig. Paramount influence, absolute 
sway, supreme command or control. 

c 2325 E. E. A Hit. P. A 4S4 My lady, .haldez he empyre 
ouer vus ful Ime. 2579 Fulke Confut. Sanders 628 What 
Empyre hath Master Sander in Grammer. 1601 Shaks. 
Ail’s Well 1. i. 72 Thy blood and vertue Contend for Em- 
pire in thee. 2667 Milton P. L. i. 114 To deifie his power 
who from the terrour of this Arm so late Doubted his 
Empire. 2752 Hume Ess. <$• Treat . (1777) I. 182 The 
empire of philosophy extends over a few. 1838 Lytton 
Alice 129 You know the strange empire you have obtained 
over me. 2886 Stevenson Treastire I si. hi. xiv. 113 Silence 
had re-established its empire. 

3 . The dignity or position of an emperor ; also, I 
■f the reign of an emperor (obs.) ; = Emperorship. ! 
% 2606 G. Woodcockb tr. Hist. Ivstine Kk 3 b, He died . . ! 
in the fiftene year of his empire, 1844 Lingard A nglo-Sax. 
Ch. (1858) I. i. 6 Elevation of Constantine to the Empire. 

4 . A government in which the sovereign has the 
title of emperor. 

2834 [see Employ^]. 2830 Merivale (title) A History of 
the. Romans under the Empire. 2866 Crowe Hist. France 
xliii. [title) The Consulate and the Empire, Mod. The 
history of France under the Second Empire. 

II. That which is subject to imperial rule. 

5 . An extensive territory (esp. an aggregate of 
many separate states) under the sway of an em- 
peror or supreme ruler ; also, an aggregate of 
subject territories ruled over by a sovereign state. 

1297 R. Glouc. (1724) 733 All thys were of hys anpyre. 
^*33 ° Brunne Chron. (,2810) 6 Adelard of Westsex was 
kyng of j?e Empire. 1393 Gower Conf. III. 282 God hath 
beraft him . . his large empire. 2460 Lybeaus Disc. 843 
A sercle. .Of stones and of golde, The best yn that enpyre. 
s6o6 Shaks. Ant. <$• Cl. 1, i. 34 Let the wide Arch of the 
ratng’d Empire fall. 2733 Burke Sp. Conc.Amer, Wks. III. 

69 An empire is the aggregate of many states under one com- 
mon head. 1848 Macaulay Hist. Eng. I. 348 The position 
of London, relatively to the other towns of the empire. 
1853 Tennyson Ode on Death Wellington 1. 2 Bury the 
Great Duke with an empire’s lamentation. 2887 Whitaker's 
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Almanack 297 The approximate population of the British 
Empire is now 321,000,000. 

b. The Empire\ before 1804 (and subsequently 
in Hist, use) often spec, the ‘Holy Roman 3 or 
‘ Romano -Germanic 3 empire. 

2678 Wan ley Wend. Lit. World v. i. § 100. 46 8/h Rodol- 
phus the second, .was forced to. .content himself with .. the 
Empire. 2724 De Foe Mem. Cavalier 1,1840) 35 The gene- 
ral diet of the empire. 

6. transf. and Jig, (Cf. realm.) 

C1440 York Myst. xlvi. 200 Farewele, nowe I passe to \>e 
pereles empire. 2526 Pilgr. Perf. (W. deW. 1531)69 Called 
to be enhery tours of the celestiall empyre. 1608 Shaks. 
Per. u. i. 53 These fishers, .from their watery empire recol- 
lect All that may men approve or men detect ( 2656 W . Mon- 
tague Accompl. Worn. 124 Love is an Empire only of two 
Persons. 2709 Addison Tatler No. 154 f 2 riineas is re- 
presented as descending into the Empire of Death. 1772 
Mackenzie Man World 1. i. (1823) 241 Liberal minds will 
delight in extending the empire of virtue. 1822 Shelley 
Prometh. Unb. 1. 15 Scorn and despair— these are mine 
empire. 

7 . A country of which the sovereign owes no 
allegiance to any foreign superior. 

2532-3 Act 24 Hen, VIII , c. 12 This realme of England 
is an Impire. 2765 Blackstonf, Cmim. I. 242 The legisla- 
ture. .uses, .empire, .to assert that our king is. .sovereign 
and independent within these his dominions. 

III. 8. attrib. and Comb., as empire-plan , 
- race , etc. ; (in matters of dress, of the first Napo- 
leonic empire.) Empire City , State: in U.S. a name 
for the City and the State of New York. 

1852 Gentl. Mag. CXXI. 11. 54 God bless'd the empire- 
tree which thou didst plant. 1864 Pusey Led. Daniel 
ii. 66 The great empire-plan of Alexander. 1878 Morley 
Condorcct 52 Its desire to be an empire-race. 1887 
Academy 18 June 440/1 She wore, of course, an Empire 
dress. 18S8 Weldon’s Illust. Dressmaker pec., The Empire 
and Directoire styles are steadily increasing in popularity. 

t Empire, v. Obs. Also impire, em-, im- 
pyre. [f. prec. sb ] intr. To rule absolutely as 
an emperor. Const, above , of, on. 

1556 Calvin's Com. Prayer Bk. in Pkenix (1708) II. 217 
Strangers again empire above us. 1594 Carew Tasso (1881) 
75 At pleasure now on starres empyreth he. a 1605 Mont- 
gomerie Sonn. xxxi, Thy sprit . . spurris thee . . abone the 
planetis to impyre. 1599 Jas. I. BaaiA. Atopo^ (1682) 71 
Your wrath empyring over your owne passion. 2637 Hey- 
wood Dial. xiii. Wks. 1874 VI. 225, 1 empir 'd o’re All Caria. 
Empire, var. of Empyre a., empyrean, 
f E'snpire&om. Obs. rare — \ [f. Empire sb. 
+ -dom. j — Empire II. 

2592 Horsey Trav. (2857) 258 He . . assumed to himself 
two severall crowns and empirdoms. 

Empiric (emprrik), a. and sb. Forms: 6-7 
emperic, -ike, -ique, -yke, empir ike, -iqtie, 
-yke, empyrick, -yke, 7-8 emperick;e, em- 
pirick(e, empric(k(e, 6- empiric ; also 6 im- 
pericke. [ad. L. emplricus, Gr. e /xnapiK-bs, £ l/t- 
ireipia experience, £ ejxireipos skilled, £ Iv in + irapa 
trial, experiment. In 17th c. usually (e*mpirik).] 

A. adj. = Empirical in various senses. (The 
use as sb. occurs earlier in Eng., and the adjectival 
senses are chiefly derived from it.) 

1605 Bacon Adv. Learn. 1. 8 It is accounted an errour, to 
commit a naturall bodie to Emperique Phisitions. a 1649 
Drumm. of Hawth. Jas. V Wks. (2712) 90 This empyrick 
balm could the French apply to cure the wounds of the 
Scottish common-wealth. .1667 Milton P. L. v. 440 By 
fire Of sooty coal the Empiric Alchimist Can turn . . Metals 
of drossiest Ore to perfet Gold. _ a 2700 Dryden (LP, Bold 
counsels . . Like empirick remedies . . last are try’d, 2787 
Phil. Trans. LXXVII. 43 They are only empiric^ and not 
founded upon the theory and principles of gravitation. 1825 
Scribbleomania 76 Empiric pigmies may prate about straws. 
2877 E. Cairo Philos. Kant n. v. 286 The combination of 
sensitive states by an empiric law of association. 

B. sb. 

1 . A member of the sect among ancient physi- 
cians called Empirici (’EpireipifcoL), who (in oppo- 
sition to the Dogmatici and Methodici) drew their 
rules of practice entirely from experience, to the 
exclusion of philosophical theory. 

1541 R. Copland Galyen's Terap. 2 Gij, The whiche 
thynge the Emperykes vnderstande by onely experyence. 
1601 Holland Pliny 1 1. 344 Another faction and sect of Phy- 
sitians, who. .called themselues Empiriques. 2605 Timme 

g uersit. Pref. 5 Among Physitians there are Empericks, 
ogmaticks, Methodici, or Abbreuiators, and Paracelsians. 
2738 J. Keill Anim. (Econ . Pref. 30^ The Doctrine of the 
Empiricks, which despises all Reasoning. 1805 Med, Jrnl. 
XIV. 446 The ancient empirics were peculiarly eminent for 
their talent of observation. 

b. One who, either in medicine or in other 
branches of science, relies solely upon observation 
and experiment, AIso^. : . 

1578 Lyte Dodoens vi. vi. 665 Broomrape is counted of 
some empiriques (or practisioners) . . for an excellent medi- 
cine. 1613 R. C. Table Alpk. (ed. 3), Emperick, he that 
hath all his skill in phisicke by practise. 2858 Robertson 
Led. i. 11 A mere empiric in political legislation. 2873 
Hale In His Name viii. 65 The Florentine would be called 
only an empiric by the science of to-day. 2877 E. Caird 
Philos. Kant v. too The animals are pure empirics. 

2 . An untrained practitioner in physic or sur- 
gery; a quack. 

[2527 Andrew Brunstvyke's Distytt. Wafers Oj, Than 
came there an onlerned Empyricus.] 2562 Bulleyn Bk. 
Simples 68 b, One called Edwardes, a doltish impericke. 


2602 Shaks .All’s Well xi. i. 125 We must not corrupt our 
hope, To prostitute our past-cure malladie To empericks. 
2621 Burton Ana t. Mel. u. i. iv. i, There be many moun- 
tebanks, quack-salvers, Empericks, in every street, a 1764 
Lloyd Ep. C. Churchill Poet. Wks. 1774 I. 85 Quack and 
Critic differ but in name. Empirics frontless both, they 
mean the same. 1806 Med. Jrnl. XV. 369 Bone setters 
are another set of empirics. 2835 Browning Paracelsus 
164 They are hooting the empiric. The ignorant and incap- 
able fool. 

b. transf. A pretender, impostor, charlatan. 

1640 Quarles Enchirid. iv. Ixxxix, Hee that beleeves 
with an implicite Faith, is a meere Empricke in Religion. 
2670 Eachard Cont. Clergy 22 A disesteemed pettifogger, 
or empyrick in divinity. 1777 W. Dalrymple Trav. Sp. <$* 
Port, cxii, The Bishop, supreme empiric, heals the minds 
and cures the consciences . . by the same prescription. 2817 
Coleridge Lay Semi. ^386 Such are the political empirics; 
mischievous in proportion to their effrontery, and ignorant 
in proportion to their presumption. 

3 . Comb, empiric-like adj. and adv. 

2620 Melton Astrolog. 9 He delivered this Emperike like 
Oration. <22700 Dryden (J.), The illiterate writer, em- 
p’rick like applies To each disease . . chance remedies. 

Empirical (empi*rikal), a. Forms : 6-7 em- 
pericall, 7-8 empyrical, 7- empirical, [f. prec. 
+ -al.] 

1 . Med. a. Of a physician : That bases his 
methods of practice on the results of observation 
and experiment, not on scientific theory, b. Of 
a remedy, a rule of treatment, etc. : That is 
adopted because found (or believed) to have been 
successful in practice, the reason of its efficacy 
being unknown, f Also as quasi-iA in //. == <l em- 
pirical remedies \ 

2569 J. Sa[nford] AgrippcCs Van. Aries 140 b, Empericall, 
that is to saie, that consisteth in practise, of experimentes. 
1612 Woodall Surg. Mate Wks. (2653), Medicine composed 
by a Chymicall, Methodicall, or Empericall Surgeon. 1656 
Ridgley Pract. Physick 26 Empiricalls are : Earth-worms 
provided divers wayes. 1685 Evelyn Mem. (1857) II. 216 
He had a laboratory, and knew of many empirical medi- 
cines. 1830 Mackintosh Eth. Philos. Wks. 1846 I. 136 
Sextus, a physician of the empirical, i. e. anti-theoretical 
school. 1869 E. A. Parkes Pract, Hygiene (ed. 3) p. i, 
Empirical rules .. observations of what seemed good or bad 
for health. 

2 . That practises physic or surgery without 
scientific knowledge ; that is guilty of quackery. 
Also of medicines : That is of the nature of a quack 
nostrum. Cf. Empiric B. 2. 

<22680 Butler Rem. (2759) II. 304 A Pedlar of Medicines 
. . and Tinker empirical to the Body of Man. 1839 James 
Louis XIV \ IV. 45 Empirical drugs for the cure of various 
diseases. 1840 H. Ainsworth Tower Lend. (1864) 66 
When all the physicians of the royal household were dis- 
missed, and the duke sent messengers for empirical aid. 

3 . In matters of art or practice : That is guided 
by mere experience, without scientific knowledge ; 
also of methods, expedients, etc. Often in oppro- 
brious sense transf. from 2 : Ignorantly presump- 
tuous, resembling, or characteristic of, a charlatan. 

1751 Johnson Rambler No. 183 TP 13, I have avoided .. 
that, .empirical morality, which cures one vice by means of 
another. 1793 Holcroft Lavateds Pkysiog. xxix. 136 We 
are all more or less empirical physiognomists. 2825 
M c Culloch Pol. Econ. 1. 42 Their arguments . . had some- 
what of an empirical aspect. 1861 Goschen For. Exch. 84 
The application of hasty and empirical measures. 1872 
Yeats Techn. Hist . Comm. 317 The great majority of acci- 
dents are . . the results of empirical management. 

4 . Pertaining to, or derived from, experience. 
Empirical law: see quot. 1846. Empirical for* 
mula ; in Mathematics , a formula arrived at in- 
ductively, and not verified by deductive proof; in 
Chemistry , a formula which merely enumerates 
the ultimate constituents of a compound in any 
convenient order, without implying any theory of 
the mode in which they are grouped. 

1649 Jer. Taylor Gt. Exemp. Pref. ? 46 The propositions 
of this philosophy being Empiricall and best found out by 
observation. 1798 Month. Rev . XXV. 585 His empirical 
acquaintance with the works of taste is not comprehensive. 
1829 Nat. Philos. I. Mechanics m. v. 18 (Usef. Know. Ser.) 
By an empirical formula is meant one that is conceived or 
invented without any analysis or demonstration. 1830 Sir 
J. Herschel Stud. Nat. Phil. 71 If the knowledge be merely 
accumulated experience, the art is empirical. 1834 Mrs. 
Somerville Connex. Phys. Sc. viii. (1849) 70 An empirical 
law observed by Baron Bode, in the mean distances of the 
planets. 1836-7 Sir W. Hamilton Led. (1877) II. xxi. 26 
Knowledge a posteriori is a synonym for knowledge empi- 
rical, or from experience. 1846 Mill Logic in. xvi. § i, An 
empirical law then, is an observed uniformity, presumed to 
be resolvable into simpler laws, but not yet resolved into 
them. 2850 Daubeny Atom. Th. ix. (ed. 2) 297 S 0 3 +K 0 
is the rational formula of the salt called sulphate of 
potass: S, O 4 , K the empirical. 2869 Buckle Civilis. III. 
v. 385 The empirical corroboration of his doctrine by direct 
experiment. 

Empi rically, adv. [£ prec. + -ly.~] In an 
empirical manner. 

1 . After the manner of an empiric or quack- 
doctor. 

2632 Brathwait Whimzies, Almanack-maker, He ha’s 
some small scruple of physician, .and can most empyricaliy 
discourse of the state of your body. 2643 Sir T. Browne 
Relig. Med. 1. § 31 His scholars : who. .doe empirically prac- 
tise without his advice. 1872 F. Thomas Dis. Women 
(ed. 3) 64 The advice is too often given empirically. 
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2. By means of observation and experiment. 

1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud . Ep. vr. xii. 334 For wee shall 
emperically and sensibly discourse hereof. 1664 Power Exp. 
Philos, hi. 192 Philosophy . . will Empirically and Sensibly 
canvass the Phenomena of Nature. 1809-10 Coleridge 
Friend (1865! 23 A schoolmaster is under the necessity of 
teaching a certain rule in simple arithmetic empirically. 
1879 tr. Du Moncel Telephone 52, 1 sought.. to discover 
empirically the exact effect of each element. 

t Empiricalness. Obs. [f. as prec. + -ness.] 
The quality of being empirical. 

1654 W. de Rand Short Meth. of. Surg ., Not being 
offended at the appearance of Empiricalness in the dis- 
course. 

Empiricism (empi-risiz’m). [f. Empiric + 
-ism.] The method or practice of an empiric. 

1 . Med. Practice founded upon experiment and 
observation ; ignorant and unscientific practice; 
quackery. Also transf. 

1657 G. Starkey Helmont’s Vind. 245 The Chymistry of 
the Galenical Tribe is a ridiculous, .and. .dangerous Em* 
pericism. 1756 C. Lucas Ess. Waters II. 47 The art became 
debased with empiricism. 1791 Mackintosh Vind. Gall. 
Wks. 1846 III. 148 ‘ The practical claim of impeachment * . . 
is the most sorry juggle of political empiricism.. 1880 Sir 
J. Fayrer in Nature* XXL 231 The empiricism of to-day is 
more scientific than it was in former days. 

2 . a. The use of empirical methods in any art or 
science, b. Philos. The doctrine which regards 
experience as the only source of knowledge. 

1803 Edin, Rev. I. 257 Made acquainted with the division 
of empiricism and rationalism. 1817 Jas. Mill Brit. India 
1, 11. ix. 399 Mere observation and empiricism, not even the 
commencement of science. 1872 Minto Eng. Lit. n. viii. 
547 The empiricism popularly associated with the name of 
Locke. 1881 Huxley in Nature No. 615. 343 All true 
science begins with empiricism. 

3 . concr. A conclusion arrived at on empirical 
grounds. 

1846 Mill Logic m. xiii. § 5 The instances of new theories 
agreeing with, .old empiricisms, are innumerable. 
Empiricist (emprrisist). [f. as prec. + -1ST.] 

a. An upholder of philosophical empiricism, b. 
One who follows empirical methods. 

1857 T, E. Webb IntelL Locke i. 17 Kant, .regarded Aris- 
totle as the head of the Empiricists. 1875 N. Amer. Rev . 
CXX. 469 Berkeley, .a consistent empiricist. 1876 tr. 
Wagneds Gen. Pathol. 5 Medical men have been designated 
as Empiricists and Rationalists in matters of pathology. 

Empiricirtie, a. nonce-ivd. In 7 emperick- 
qutique. [f. Empiric : on analogy of pharma - 
eeutic.] Empirical. 

1607 Shaks. Cor. n. i. 128 The most soueraxgne Prescrip- 
tion in Galen, is but Emperick qutique ; and to this Preser- 
uatiue, of no better report then a Horse-drench. 

+ E mpiric. Obs. In 7 empyrie. [ad. Gr. 
ifiTTHpia. Cf. Empiric.] « Empiricism i. 

1651 Wittie tr. Primrose’s Pop. Err. i. vi. 23 Even Phy- 
sicians do not disdain Empyrie. 

Bmpirism (e-mpiriz’m). [f. Gr. fyireip-os (see 
Empiric) + -ism.] = Empiricism 2 b. 

i7i6 M. Davies Dissert. Physick 37 in Ath. Brit. III. 
1852 Sir W. Hamilton Discuss. 104 Empirism, Philoso- 
phy of Experience or of Observation. 1852 Morell tr, 
Tennemann’s Hist. Phil. 67 Empirism . . would derive all 
our knowledge ultimately from experience. 

Bmpiristic (empirrstik), a. [f. as prec. 4- -ist 
+ -ic.J Of or pertaining to empirism. 

1881 Le Conte Light 103 The one is called the nativistic, 
the other the erapiristic theory. 

Empiry, var. Empyre, obs., empyrean. 
Emplace (empl^-s), v. rare . [f. En- + Place 
sb. ; (really back-formation from Emplacement.)] 
'trains. To put into a place or position. 

1865 Rawlinson Anc. Mon. III. v. 385 The shrine . . was 
emplaced upon the topmost, or silver stage. 

Emplacement (empl^'sment). [a. Fr. em- 
placement : see prec. and -ment.] 

1 . The action of placing in a certain position ; 
the condition of being so placed. 

1869 Rawlinson Anc. Hist. 64 The emplacement of each 
pyramid so as exactly to face the cardinal points. 

2 . a. Of a building, etc. : Situation, position. 

b. Site. rare. 

1802 W. Taylor in Robberds Mem. I. 415 Buildings ad- 
mired for their architecture, and Well displayed by their 
emplacement. 1837 Blctckw. Mag. XLI. 362 The French 
might have found . . a more appropriate emplacement for the 
obelisk. 1862 Rawlinson Anc. Mm. I. v. 95 The exact em- 
placement of the second [story] on the first is also doubtful. 
x88o Blackw. Mag. Jan. 115 The large amphitheatre, the 
emplacement of which can still be traced on the hill side. 

3 . Mil. A platform for guns, with epaulements 
for the defence of those serving them. 

x8ix Wellington in Gurw. Disp. VII. 258 They ought to 
make an emplacement for their field pieces. x86a Ansted 
Channel Isl. 1. xii. (ed. 2) 42 Two. .square emplacements, 
covering rocks, have been constructed. x88x Daily News 
1 Sept. 2/4 A model emplacement, constructed of concrete. 
Emplaistre, var. of Emplaster, Obs. 
Emplant, obs. form of Implant. 
t Empla-ster, sb. Obs. Forms : 4 enplaster, 
-tre, 5-7 emplastre, -aister, -ayster, -aystre, (6 
err on. emplasture) ; also 6-7 implaster, -aister. 
[a. OF. emplastre (F. empldtre ), L. emplastrum, 
ad. Gr. HfntXacrTpov plaster or salve, f. l/xtrA.do'crsiv, 
f. h in + trXbffcfHv to mould.] 


1. Med . or Surg . - Plaster. 

2382 Wyclif Isa. xxxviii. 21 Thei shulden taken an hep 
of fyges, and. .make an enplastre vpon the wounde. 2430 
Lydg. Chron. Troy 1. vii, Lectuary, emplaystre, or pocyon, 
a 2500 Med. Receipts in Rel. Ant. I. 54 Tak everferne. .and 
tak mynt, and mak an e emplaster. 1564 Becon Gov. Virtue 
(1566) 50 b, Neither hearbe nor emplasture hathe healed 
them. 1578 Lyte Dodoens 1. xdx. 142 Oyntments, oyles, 
or emplaisters. 2601 Holland Pliny xx. ix, If the said 
implaister be made with bean-meale. c 1720 W. Gibson 
Barrier's Dispens. xvi. 11734) 302 The whole is brought to 
the consistence of an Emplaster. 1751 Chambers Cycl 
Emplaster \ popularly called Plaster. 2809 Parkins Cul- 
peppeVs Eng. Physic. Enlarged 361 The Greek emplaisters 
consisted of these ingredients. 

Jig. 138 , Wyclif Sel. Wks. III. 166 Enplaster of cursing 
for heele of monnis soule. 1563-87 Foxe A. # M. (1596) 
256/2 Minister some spirituall implaster. a 1656 Bp. Hall 
Rem . Wks. ( 1660) 79 Lay on the soveraign emplaisters of 
the., mercy of our Blessed Redeemer. 

2 . Used to render L. emplastrum : see Em cas- 
tration 1. 

x6oi Holland Pliny II. 518 The manner of grafting by 
way of emplaistre or scutcheon. 

Hence + Empla'sterwise, adv., in the form of a 
plaster, as a plaster is applied. 

1551 Turner Herbal 1. Ciij d, It [amomum] helpeth them 
that are bytten of scorpiones laid to emplaisterwise with 
basill. 2562 Ibid. 11. 13 b, The sede [of sonne flower] layd 
to emplasterwise, dryeth away hanginge wartes. 

t Emplaster, v. Obs. Forms: 4-6 em- 
plastre, 6-7 emplaster, -aistre, -ayster; also 7 
implaistre. [a. OF. emplasire-r , ad. L. emplas - 
trare, f. emplastr-um : see prec.] 

1 . a. To cover with a plaster; to plaster over; 
also Jig. b. To spread on as a plaster. 

c 1386 Chaucer Merck . T. 1053 Als fair as ye his [Solo- 
mon’s] name emplastre, He was a lecchour and an ydolastre. 
1541 R. Copland Guy don's Formul. Y ij b, To emplay- 
ster the place with diaculum. 1585 H. Lloyd Treas. 
Health D ij, Galbanum emplastered to the hed is of great 
efficacye. x6ox Holland # Pliny xx. ix, Colewort is 
soveraigne good to be implaistred upon those tumors. 1633 
tr. Bacon's Life $ Death (1651) 50 Let the body be Em- 
plaistred with Mastick. 

2 . A rendering of L. emplastrare to bud trees 
(misinterpreted in quot. 1656) ; see Emplastra- 
tion i. 

c 1420 Pallad 1 on Hush. vi. 86 The pechys in this moone 
Emplastred are. 1656 Dugard Gate Lat. Uni. § 324. 91 He 
. .besmears them, being implanted (which is to emplaster). 
Hence Empla*stering vbl. sb. 

c 1420 Pallad. on Husb. in. 350 Oon in the stok, on graffeth 
under rynde ; Emplastering an other dothe in kynde. Ibid. 
vn. 92 Emplasturyng accordeth with the tree That hath a 
juce of fattenesse in the rynde. 1577 B. Googe Heresbach's 
Husb. (15861 72 Emplastring or inoculation. 1633 tr. Bacon's 
Life § Death (1651) 50 Let this Bath with the Emplaistring 
. .be renewed every fifth day. 

Emplaster ati on, var. Emplastration, Obs. 

1692 in Coles. 1775 In Ash. 

t Empla'stic, a. and sb. Obs. [ad. Gr. tfMrXaa- 
TiKos f i. 4 fxtrXaa<T€tv : see Emplaster sbi] 

A. adj. Fit to be used as a plaster; hence, 
adhesive, glutinous, viscid. Also [after late Gr. 
use!, that stops up the pores. 

x6x8 Latham and Bk, Falconry (1633) 140 It is also of an 
emplasticke or clammy quality. 1634 T. Johnson tr. Pareys 
Chirurg. vn. xxvii. (1678) 189 Medicins.. acrid, oily, and 
emplastick. 1684 tr. Bonet's Merc . Compit. 1 v. 133 Wax., 
through its. .emplastick faculty, .fastning it self like Giew. 
2756 C. Lucas Ess. Waters I. 53 Unctuous and emplastic 
bodies. 1832 in Webster; and in mod. Diets. 

B. sb. An adhesive or glutinous substance. 

1657 Tomlinson Renou’s Disp. 125 An Emplastick should 

be of a terrene substance. 1721-1800 Bailey, Emplasticke , 
Medicines which constipate and shut up the Pores of the 
Body, that Sulphureous Vapours cannot pass. 1751 Stack 
in Phil. Trans. XLVII. 269 Burgundy-pitch, or any other 
powerful emplastic. 

t Emplastical, a. Obs. rare- 1 , [f. prec. + 
-AL.] = prec. adj . 

1657 Tomlinson Renou’s Disp . 124 Their quality sounds 
not emplastrical but emplastical, or emphractical. Ibid. 125 
An emplastical medicament should want all mordacity. 

t Empla'sticate, V. Obs. rare- 1 , [f. En- 
PLAstio + -ate.] trans. To make into a plaster. 

1657 Tomlinson Renou’s Disp. 335 Emplasticated with 
honey, it takes away dimness, .from the eyes. 

+ Emplastra'tion. Obs. Also 5 emplas- 
tracioun, 6 emplaistration, 6 implastration. 
[ad. L. em plastrationem , noun of action f. em- 
plastrare : see Emplaster z>.] 

1 . A mode of budding trees mentioned by Latin 
writers ; so called from the piece of bark surround- 
ing the bud, which was attached like a ‘ plaster * 
(L. emplastrum ) to the tree. 

c 1420 Pallad. on Husb. vn. 91 In Juyl and nowe 
solempne insicion Hath treen, that men calle emplastra- 
cioun. x6ox Holland Pliny II. Gloss., Emplastration in 
the Hortyard, is grafting by inocelation with a scutcheon. 
1745 tr. Columella’s Husb. v. xi, Emplastration, or . . In- 
oculation. 

2 . The application of a plaster. 

*545 T. Raynold Womans Booke 75 Ministred. - by fumes, 
pr odours, or emplastration, etc. 1602 Holland Pliny II. 
394 To retume againe to the former emplastration. 1633 
tr. Bacon’s Life 4* Death (1650) 63 Closure up of the body 
by Emplastration. 


EMPLOY. 

1} Empla'stmm. The Latin form of Emplas- 
ter sb. 

1596 Fitz-geffray Sir F. Drake (1881) 10 Soules sweet 
Emplastrum, unguent of the eyes. 1878 T. Bryant *Pract. 
Surg . I. 171 If the carbuncle is small . . cover it with em- 
plastrum plumbi spread on leather. 

Emplead, obs. form of Implead. 

Bmpleetion, bad form of Emplecton. 
Emplectite (emple*ktoit). Min. [f. Gr. 
TrXefcros inwoven (f. kinrXlfceiv, f. Iv in + it\ 4 k£iv to 
weave) + -ite ; the name being given from its ap- 
pearance.] A sulphide of bismuth and copper, 
occurring in bright tin-white needle-shaped crys- 
tals ; found in Saxony and Chili. 

1857 Shepard Min. 424. 1884 Dana Min. 86. 

i) Emple'Cton. Arch. [mod.L., a Gr. e/tvAf/r- 
tov : see prec.] f A kind of masonry, in which 
the outsides of the wall are ashlar, and the interval 
filled up with rubbish’ (Liddell and Scott L 
X708-X5 Kersey, Emplecton opus , Masons-work well knit 
ana couched together. 1731 in Bailey, vol. II. 
Empledge, var. of Impledge. 
t Emple'sance. Sc. Obs. rare [as if OF. 
*emplaisance f. *emplaisir : see Empless. Cf. 
Pleasance.] Pleasure. 

1469 Sc. Acts fas. Ill (1824) 94ltsalbe leful to the kingis 
hienes to tak desisioun of ony actioune that cummis 
before him at his emplesance. 

+ Emplesenr. Sc. Obs. rare ~ 1 . [f. OF. *em- 
plaisir'. see next Cf. Pleasure] = prec. 

1560 Letter in M‘ Crie Knox. I. 437 And this ye faill not 
to do, as ye will do us singular empleseur. 
t Emple‘SS, V- Sc. Obs. [ad. OF. *emplais- 
ir , orig. form of emplaire to please ; cf. En- and 
Please.] trans. To please. 

1478 Act. Audit. (1839) 61 pe said Schir William to folou 
vpon personis for pe said some as it empless him. 
Emplie, obs. var. of Imply. 

Emplore, obs. form of Implore. 

Employ (emploi*), sb. Also 7-8 imploy. [ad. 
F. emploi , n. of action f. employer to Employ ; 
== Sp. empleo , It. impiego . ] 

f 1 . The action of employing a person or making 
use of a thing ; = Employment i. Obs. 

1666 Evelyn Mem. (1807' III. 184 Employ of chirurgeons. 
£1x694 A. Littleton in Spurgeon Treas. Dav. Ps. xv. 5 
The drone without a sting. . wanting a tool for employ. 1829 
Southey Sir T. More ii. 76 The application of gunpowder 
. . was not brought into full employ, even after, etc. 

2 . The state or fact of being employed ; esp. that 
of serving an employer for wages. In phrases, In, 
otit of, employ ; in the employ of (the person em- 
ploying). 

1709 Strype Ann. Ref. I. xliii. 473 The first mention , . of 
Thomas Sampson in publick employ. 1713 Guardian No. 
158 We are obliged by duty to keep ourselves in constant 
employ. 1832 Ht. Martineau H omes Abroad ix. 114 New 
comers of their craft, or in their employ. 1841 Miall 
Nonconf. I. 391 Operatives out of employ. 1885 Act 48 <§• 
49 Viet, c. 56 Preamb., To permit electors in his regular 
employ to absent themselves. 

3 . Something on which a person or thing is em- 
ployed; an employment, occupation. Now poet. 
or arch. 

1680 Sir E. King in Academy 15 May 502/2 A better em- 
ploy to exercise his courage. 1704 Swift 5 ”. Tub iv. 64 Peter 
put these bulls on several employs. 1725 Bradley Fam. 
Diet. II.s.v. Tree, Drunken Fellows, .uncapable of so judi- 
cious Imploy. 1829 C. Welch West. Polity 89 An assiduity 
worthy of a better employ. 1877 M. Arnold Poems if. 
89 The wind-home, mirroring soul, .leaves its last employ. 

t b. A regular business or occupation ; a trade 
or profession. Obs. 

* 1678 Bunyan Pilgr. 1. (1862) 114 To have but a poor imploy 
in the world. X697 Potter Antiq. Greece 1, xxvi. (17x5) 169 
That Ferry-man shall be prohibited the exercise of his em- 
ploy, who overturns his boat. 1771 Wesley Wks. 1872 V. 
297 N eglect of the worldly employ wherein . .God has placed 
us. X795 J. Aikin Manchester 238 From this variety of 
employ, population has more than doubled since 1772. 
t c. An official position in the public service. 
1691 Luttrell Brief Rel. (1857) II. 2x0 Being putt out 
of an employ . . at the custome house at Newcastle. 1691 
Ray Creation 11. (1704) 241 Great Commands & Employs 
in the Dutch Colonies, a X734 North Lives (1826) I, 76 
Another employ fell to his Lordship’s share. 1821 Byron 
Mar. Pal. 11. i. 113 The wariest of republics Has lavish'd 
all its chief employs upon him. 

Employ (emploi*), v. Forms : 5 en-, 5 - em- 
ploy ; also 6 8 imploy. [a. F. employ e-r (var. 
of OF. emplier: see Imply, and cf. Ploy, Ply), 
a Com. Romanic word= Pr. impleiar, Cat. im- 
plegar, Sp. emplear , Pg. empregar , It. impiegare 
L. impliedre , f, in + plicare to fold. Cf. Imply. 

The senses of this word (exc. 5, 6) are derived from the 
late L. sense of implicare ‘to bend or direct upon some- 
thing ' ; the classical senses * enfold, involve ’ are represented 
by Imply.] 

1 . trans. To apply (a thing) to some definite 
purpose ; to use as a means or instrument, or as 
material. Const, for, in, on, f to. 

a. c 2460 Fortescue A bs. $ Lhn. Mon. (17x4) 54 The Kyngs 
own Money . . he may . . employ to other Usys. 1483 Cax- 
ton Gold. Leg. 433/4 Whan hir moder sawe the. .lynnen 
cloth thus employed she was mpche wroth. 1553 Brende 
Q. Curtius 109 (R.) When he beheld the boorde. .employed 
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to so base a use. 1624 Ld. Kensington in Ellis Orig. Lett. 

l. 301. IIL 173 To employ her credit with the king her 
son. 1671 tr. Frejns Voy. Mauritania 5 To employ eight 
hundred Piastres for his expence. a 1704 Locke (J.), The 
timber employed about the {dough. 1718 Free-thinker N o. 
65. 68 Employ the Prerogative only for their [the people’s] 
Good, 1759 B. Martin Nat. Hist. Eng. I. Somerset 53 
The soil of this Country is . . employed in Grain and Pas- 
turage. 1839 Landor Andrea Wks. 1846 II. 526 All have 
more knowledge than they will employ. 1856 Ruskin Med. 
Faint. IIL iv. iv. § xr Art was employed for the display of 
religious facts. 

B. 133. Starkey Lett. 73 Imploing such giftys God hathe 
gyaen me. 1601 R. Johnson Kingd. # Commonw. (16031 
The hils . . and river sides being onely imploied to vines. 
1667 Milton P. L. iv. 763 Heere Love his golden shafts 
imploies. 1689-92 Locke Toleration ii. Wks. 1727 II. 291 
The best Design any one can imploy his Pen in. 1697 
Dryden Virg. Georg, m. 244 This Curse. .Juno, .imploy a 
for Ill’s Punishment. 1772 Priestley Inst. Relig. 1x78s) I. 
413 The rest of the inclosure imployed in tillage. 

b. To apply, devote (effort, thought, etc.) to an 
object. (In later use merged in 4.) 

1587 Harrison England 11. i. (1877) 1. 37 To imploy 
their studies unto physike and the lawes. 1396 Shaks, 
Merck. V. n. viii. 43 And imploy your chiefest thoughts To 
courtship. 1683 Burnet tr. More's Utopia 128 AH other 
Animals imploy their bodily Force one against another, 
1784 J. Barry Led. Art iii. (1848^151 Any man, .whowould 
generously employ his whole undivided attention to it. 

C. To make use of (time, opportunities). Const, 
in, f to . In mod. use also (influenced by 4), ‘to 
fill with business’ (J.). 

a. 1481 Caxton Myrr. 1. v. 20 He. .employed his tyme to 
studye. 1523 Ld. Berners Frois. I. cclxii. 387 What was 
best for them to do to employ forthe their season. 1664 
Evelyn Kal. Hort. (1729) 185 How usefully you employ 
this glorious Recess. 1725 Dk Foe Voy. round W. (1840) 
319 Those intervals were employed to. .hunt for food. x86o 
Tyndall Glac. 1. $ 27. 195 Having ten days at my disposal 
, . I was anxious to employ them. 

B . 1621 G. Sandys Ovid's Met. iv. (1626) 77 Some in life- 
practiz’d Arts imploy their times. 4 1732 Lediard Ssthos II. 
ix. 27^ He imploy’d the whole time in raising enormous 
machines. 

f 2 . To bestow (something) on a person. Obs. 
[So emploicr in OF.] 

1548 Gest Pr. Masse 104 Melchisedech . . employing 
upon Abraham bred and wyne. 1598 Greene Jos. Ilf 
{1861)190 What reward .. May I employ on you for this 
your zeal? 

3 . To use the services of (a person) in a pro- 
fessional capacity, or in the transaction of some 
special business ; to have or maintain (persons) in 
one’s service, 

a. 1584 Powel Lloyd's Cambria 98 Employed in affaires 
of the Commonwealth. 1771 Junius Lett. lix. 304 Let us 
employ these men in whatever departments their various 
abilities are best suited to. 1872 Raymond Statist, Mines 
<$- Mining 206 Scott & Co., employing nine men six months. 
1872 Morley Voltaire (1886) 162 Lessing . . was employed 
by Voltaire . . in the Hirschel case. 

p. 1590 Shaks. Mids. N. 1. i. 124, I must imploy you in 
some businesse Against our nuptiall. 1621 Frailty of Life 
in Farr S. P. Jets. / (1848) 201 To thinke, not one of those 
whome he imploy’d Should be aliue within one hundred 
yeares. x66a Stillingfl. Orig. Sacr. in. 1. § 2 Moses . . writ 
as a person imployed by God. 1728 Newton Chronol. 
Amended ii. 224 Cinyras .. imployed workmen in making 
armour, 

f b. To send (a person) with a commission to, 
towards (a person), to, into (a place) ; also. To 
employ out. Obs. 

a. x6xx Shaks. Cymb. 11. iii. 68 We shall haue neede 
T* employ you towards this Romane. x6x8 Bolton F torus 

m. vi. 190 Publius Servilius was employd out against them. 
2654 R. Codrington tr. Hist. Ivstine 289 The Lacede- 
monians, being unwilling to employ their forces into so 
remote a war. 1687 Good A dvice 22 Bishop Usher was 
Employ’d to 0 . Cromwell by some of the Clergy. 

p. 1606 Shaks. Ant. 4 Cl. v. ii. 70 To Csesar I will 
speake, what you shall please, If you’l imploy me to him. 
X63X Weever Anc, Fun. Mon. 6jo Iohn Wriothesley . .was 
imployed into Scotland, and with him Northumberland 
Herauld. 1650 J. Howell Hist. Revol. Naples 56 He 
imployed besides Into the Castle three Gentlemen of spe- 
ciall parts. 

4 . To find work or occupation for (a person, his 
bodily or mental powers) ; in pass, often merely 
to be occupied, to be at work. Const. about, in , on. 

a. x6xx Bible Ezra x. 15 Were employed about this 
matter. 1655 Fuller Ch. Hist, 1. iv. §10 He was princi- 
pally employed farre off at Constantinople. 17x3 Steele 
Engliskm. No. ti. 73 Whoever is well employed is then at 
Prayers. 1772 Johnson Lett. (1788) I. 1 . 60 By showing 
how much 1 am employed upon you. 1850 M c Cosh Dw. 
Govt, n, ii. (1874)2x5 How can the whole soul be so nobly 
. .employed? Mod. I cannot fully employ you. I found 
Mm employed in writing letters. Glad to see you so well 
employed. 

f . 1651 Hobbes Leviath. in. xxxiv. 208 Men, that are 
erwise imployed. 1691-8 Norris Praet. Disc . IV. 191 
All . . imploy’d in the Contemplation of our Excellencies. 
1704 Swift Batt. Bks. (1711) 262 He was imploy’d in drink- 
ing, 1705 Stanhope Paraphr. II. 277 Imploying our 
Thoughts, upon the Occasions chosen by Our Lord, 
b. reft. To apply (obs.), busy, or occupy oneself. 
1579 kYLY Euphues (Arb.) 113 Employe thyselfe to 
marcial feates. 1764 Reid Inquiry i. § 2. (1785) 12 Castle- 
builders employ themselves, .in romance. 1856 R. Vaughan 
Mystics (i860) I. 4 More of genius than common was re- 
quired to teach a man how to employ himself. 

c. Said of the object to which attention is given. 
1665 Boyle Occas. Reft. (1675) 25 Occasional Reflec- 
tions,, need not employ our hands. 1697 Dryden Virg. 
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Georg, iv. 78 Their young Succession all their Cares employ. 
1704 Pope Summer 47 Then might my voice thy list rung 
ears employ. 1732 Berkeley Alciphr.yxx. § 17. Wks^ 1871 

II. 317 Speculations to employ our curiosity. 1774 Gold- 
smith Grecian Hist. II. 170 Mithridates, who so long em- 
ployed the Roman armies. 1833 Ht. Martineau Manch. 
Strike i. 13 A Pan’s pipe employed his mouth. 1854 Ten- 
nyson Poems , To Rev. F. D. Maurice i, Come, when no 
graver cares employ. Mod. He needs something to employ 
his mind. 

j- 5 . = Imply in various senses : a. To entwine, 
enclose, encircle, b. To involve, include, contain, 
c. To imply, signify. Obs. 

1528 Fox in Pocock Rec. Ref. I, ML 143 The causes 
. . imployed so manifest justness. 1529 More Comf. agst. 
Trzb. 1. Wks. ‘15571 1146/2 We must expresse or imploy a 
condicion therin. 1579 Poore Knight's Palace B b, Crabbed 
Care, imployd with streeke of red 2581 J. Bell H addon's 
ansiv. Osor. 31 Which wordes do employ nothyng els, but 
that, etc. 1605 Chapman All Fooles Plays 1873 I* *34 For- 
tunio welcome, And in that welcome I imploy your wiues. 
1606 Holland Sneton. 129 Passed a decree, that the day on 
which hee.beganne his Empire should be called Palilia, 
imploying thereby . . a second foundation of the Cittie. 
a 1626 Bacon Max. ty Uses Com. Law 31 Which interest of 
manage went still imployed.. in every tenure called 
knight’s service. 

U8. To supply. Obs. rare. 

x668 Child Disc. Trade (1694) 172 It employs the Nation 
for its Consumption, with Pepper, Indigo, Calicoes. 

Employable (emploi-ab’l), a. [f. prec. 4- 
- able J T hat can be employed. 

a t6qx Boyle (J.), The objections made, .seem employable 
against this hypothesis. 1768-74 Tucker X A Nat. (1852) II. 
97 The materia medica of morality, that is, the conceptions 
. . employable therein. 1808 Bentham Sc. Reform 69 Evi- 
dence alternately employable. 1840 Mill Diss. 4* Disc. 
1 . 389 Means employable for important social ends. 

II Employe (anplway^h [a. F. employt, pa. 
pple. of e?nployer to employ.] One who is em- 
ployed. (In Fr. use chiefly applied to clerks ; in 
Eng. use gen. to the persons employed for wages or 
salary by a house of business, or by government.) 

Hence also Employee, a female employe. 

1834 O. P. Q. in Spectator 22 Nov. 11 12/2 An old bank- 
rupt employ^ of the Empire. 1848 Mill Pol. Econ. 1. ix. 
§2, (1876) 87 Connecting .. the interest of the employes 
with the. .success of the concern. x86o Gen. P. Thompson 
Audi Alt. IIL cii. 4 No representations against a Govern- 
ment employe shall be entertained. 1862 Macm. Mag. 
July 257 All these employees should be women of character. 
1879 Harlan Eyesight v. 64 In Italy, all railroad employes 
are subjected to rigorous examination. 

Employed (emploi-db ppl. a. [f. Employ v. 
+ -ed.] That is in (another’s) employ. Also 
absol. with pi. sense, the wage-earning class. 

1625 Bacon Ess. Travel, (Arb.) 523 The Secretaries, and 
Employd Men of Ambassadours. 1670 R. Coke Disc. 
Trade 55 You must do it as the imployed English please. 
18x8 Canning in Pari. Deb. 964 An employed informer, and 
consequently a spy. i860 Gen. P. Thompson Audi A It. 

III. exxiv. 76 Attachment to the class of the employed, 
rather than of the employers. 

Hence fEmploy-edness, the condition of being 
seriously busy. Obs. rare —1 . 

a%6gx Boyle Wks.fi 1. 48 (R.) Rhetoric and care of lan- 
guage [are not] consistent with . . employedness. 

Employee (emploi,r). rare exc. If. S. [f. 

Employ + -ee.] 

a. = Employ^, b. ( 'ponce-use .) Something that 
is employed. 

1854 Thoreau Walden iv. (1886) 113 They take me for an 
employee. 1879 Tourgee Fools Err. xxxv. 241 Their com- 
mands are . . obeyed by the . . employees. x886 A. Morgan 
in Lit. World (Boston, U.S.) 15 May 172/x The supines of 
Shakespeare outnumber the employees of most authors. 

Employer (emploi-oi). [f. Employ v. + -ee.] 
a. One who employs. Const, of. b. spec. One 
who employs servants, workmen, etc. for wages. 

1599 Shaks. Much Ado v. ii. 31 Troilous the first imploier 
of pandars. 1668 Child Disc. T rode 1 T. ), O wner or employer 
of much shipping. 1742 Richardson Pamela IV. 103 To 
present her Imployer with Bills for 500/. 1780 Burke 
Econ. Ref. Wks. III. 286 Making it the interest of the con- 
tractor to exert . . skill for . . his employers. 1856 Froude 
Hist. Eng. (1858) L i. 21 Agricultural labourers lived . . in 
the houses of their employers. 1878 Jevons Prim. Pol. 
Econ, 64 Employers are regarded as tyrants. 

Employing (emploiig), vbl. sb. [f. Employ 
v. +-ING 1.] a. The action of the verb Employ. 
f b. Employment, occupation (obs.). 

1607 Hieron Wks. I. 245 For the Iawfull imploying him- 
selfe in the same, a 2665 J, Goodwin Filled w. the Spirit 
(1867) 261 Such an employing of the Spirit as that we have 
described. 1707 J. Stevens tr. Quevedo's Coon. Whs. (xyoo) 
Dog 222 Whose whole Employing is like the Frogs, drink- 
ing and prating. 

Employing, ppl. a. [f. as prec. + -ing 2] 
That employs, rare. 

1887 Pall Mall G. 8 Nov. 13/2 The main qualifications 
which the employing incumbents of England demand. 
Employment (emplorment). Also 7 em-, 
imploiement, -ploiment. [f. Employ v. -1- -ment.] 

1 . The action or process of employing; the state 
of being employed. Also in phrase, f (Man, etc.) 
of much, little , etc. employment. 

1598 Flo Rio Diet. Ep. Ded. 2 Your able employment of 
such servitours. 1602 Shaks. Ham. v. i. 77 The hand of 
little Imployment hath the daintier sense. 1663 G. Havers 
P . della V alle’s Trav. E. India 82 Bartolomeo Pontobuoni, 
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a good Painter, and also a man of much Employment. 1665 
Boyle Occas. Reft. v. i. (1675) 299 So meritorious an Im- 
ploiment of her Greatness shew’d her to be worthy of it. 
1689 Howe Ho. Com. Deb. 29 Nov. in Cobbett Pari. Hist. 
Dug, ( 18091V. 463 By the Employment of Mr. Shales. 
1703 Eng. Theophrast. 136 It is good to compound employ- 
ments of both [young and old]. 1871 B. Stewart Heat 26 
The superior limit of its accurate employment. 

+ b. The service (of a person). Phrase, At 
your employment. {Obs.) 

1595 Shaks. John 1. i. 198 At your employment ; at your 
seruice sir. 1603 Breton Paste iv. Packet, Love L. # 
Anew., I have devoted myself to your Imploiment. 

2 . That on which (one) is employed; business; 
occupation ; a special errand or commission. 

1597 Shaks. 2 Hen. IV, 1. ix. 85 Is there not wars? is there 
not imployment ? 1598 — Merry W. v. v. 135 How wit may 
be made a Iacke-a-Lent when ’tis vpon ill imployment. 
1607 in Ellis Orig. Lett. 1. 246. III. 87 His emploiments, he 
saith, have been five times to V enice, once into Persia. x6$x 
Hobbes Leviath. 11. xxx. 181 The excuse of not finding 
employment. 1738-41 Warburton Dw. Legat. iv. vi (R.), 
Had Jesus. . made use of the great and learned for this em- 
ployment. 1742 Richardson Pamela III. 345 Your Sunday 
Imployments charm us all. 1760 Goldsm. Cit. W. cxix, 

I . . went from town to town, working when I could get 
employment. 1837 Sir F. Palgrave Merch. <§• Friar 
(1844) Ded. 2 The character acquired for me by my em- 
ployments. 

fb. The use or purpose to which a thing is 
devoted. Obs. 

1593 Shaks. Rich. II, 1. L 90 Lendings he hath detain’d 
for lewd employments. 1658 Whole Duty Man viii. § n. 
(1687) 7 1 Making it less fit for any imployment. 

e. A person’s regular occupation or business ; 
a trade or profession. 

1648 Gage West Ind. xv. (1655) 102 In their imployments 
they are . . Grasiers. 1674 Bkevint Saul at Endor 72 They 
subdivide their Employments. 1839 Alison Hist. Europe 
(1849-50) I. ii. § 66, 185 They . . proposed . .to let every man 
exercise any profession . . pr carry on any employment. 

J* 8. An official position in the public service ; 
a ‘ place Obs. 

1647 Clarendon Hist. Reb. (1702) II. vi. 93 Restored to 
their Offices, and Employments. 1708 Swift Sacram. 
Test II. 1. 128 The gentlemen of employments here make a 
very considerable number in the house of commons. 1734 
tr. Rollin' s Anc. Hist.(xZzf) II. n. 59_He was made prsetor 
which seems to have been a very considerable employment. 

H 4 . = Implement. Obs. rare- L . 

16x2 Chapman Widdowes T. Wks. 1873 IIL 76 My stay 
hath been prolonged With hunting obscure nooks for these 
emploiments [a crowbar and a halter]. 

Emplume (emplh 7 m), v. Also 7 Implume. 
[a. Fr. emplumer , l en- (see En-) + plume Plume, 
feather; cf. Sp. emplumar, It. impiumare^] 

+1. trans. ?To ‘tar and feather’ (or the like), 
[So Sp. e77iplumar."\ Obs. 

1631 Celestina v, 33 That gadding ^ to and fro Bawd, who 
for her villanies . . hath been several times implumed. 

2 . To furnish with a plume, adorn as with 
plumes. Also in ppl. a. Emplrrmed. 

1623 Mabbe tr. Guzman d Alfarache n. 21 They might 
very well have put the implumed Hat vpon my heaa. x8.. 
Mrs. Browning Song R aggedSch., Angelhoods, emplumed. 
In such ringlets of pure glory. 

Emplunge, var. of Implunge, Obs. 

Emply, obs. var. of Imply v. 

Empocket (empprket), v. arch. Also im-. 
[£ En- + Pocket sb.] trans. To put into one’s 
pocket. 

1728 [?De Foe] Carleton's Memoirs 5 Stood . . with their 
Hands impocketted. 1884 Punch x Nov. 2x0/2 I did em- 
pocket thy gratulation [cf. Shaks. Tivel. N. 11. iii. 27.] 
Empoison (empoi-zan, z’n), v. Forms : a. 4-6 
enpoysen, -on, -oun, 5-6 enpoisen, -on, -onn, 
4-8 empoyson, (7 empoysn), 6- empoison. 
/§. 6-7 impoyson, 6- impoison. [a. F. em- 
poisonne-r, f. eti- (see En-) + poison Poison.] 
fl. trans. To administer poison to (a person) ; 
esp. to kill by poison. Also absol. Obs. 

a . r 1350 Will. Paleme 4650 pei him bi-hijt .. J>at j»ei. 
priueli wold enpoysoun be king. C1386 Chaucer Monk's 
T. 582 Empoysoned of thyn owene folk thou weere. ; 1480 
Caxton Chron. Eng. lviii. 42 King vortimer was enpoisened 
and dyed at london. 1523 Ld. Berners Froiss. I. cccxvi. 
486 In mynde to haue enjioysoned the frenche kynge. 1604 
Supplic. Masse Priests ii. To murder and empoyson our 
late Queene. 1667 Land. Gaz. No. 206/2 The Grand Visier 
was by , . practises on his person empoisoned. 

0 . 1580 Apol. Pr. Orange in Phoenix (1721) I. 464 The 
Cardinal of Grandvelle impoison’d the last Maximilian. 
1599 Warn. Fairs Worn. 1. 44 Some . , tyrant to obtain a 
crown Stabs, hangs, impoisons. 1649 Alcoran 406 He per- 
mitted one of his dearest friends to . die impoysoned. _ 1670 
Brooks Wks. (1867) VI. 227 How many thousand children 
and servants are there impoisoned ! 

fb. transf. and fig. To kill as if by poison ; to 
affect as poison does. Also absol. Obs. 

1607 Shaks. Cor. v. vi. 11 A man by his owne Aimes im- 
poyson’d. 1626 Bacon Sylva § 546 The Surfeit of them 
[mushrora.es] may suffocate and empoyson. 1646 Sir T. 
Browne Pseud. Ep. in. vii. X19 This way a Basilisk may 
'empoyson.- . 

2 . a. To put poison into (food or drink) ; to 
taint, render poisonous ; to vitiate as with, poison 
(the blood, animal tissues, etc.) ; to envenom. 
Also, to dip (an arrow) in poison. Now some- 
what rhetorical. 

a . 1634 T. J ohnson tr. Parefs Chirurg. n. (1678) 274 
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Neither . . could it [gunpowder] empoyson the todies of such 
as are wounded. 1683 Salmon Doron Med. 1.155 When the 
Blood is empoysoned. 1725 Sloanjs Jamaica 11. 6 Bowmen 
with their arrows mast villanously empoyson’d. 1825 Scott 
Ttilism. xxviii, The simoon empoisons the atmosphere. 

ft. 1602 Warner Alb . Eng . x. lvi. (1612) 246. 1686 Goad 
Ceicst. Bodies m . iii. 472 Our T wo Superiours are more to he 
suspected in impoisoning the Fountains, and corrupting our 
Mass of Bloud. 1733 Cheyne Eng Malady 1. vi. § 2 <1734) 
50 All which must necessarily , . impoison * . their natural 
Juices. 

f b. intr. for. ref . 

162a Peacham Compl.. Genii, xviix. (1634) 215 Yet much 
lyeth in our power to keepe that fount from empoysoning. 
3. fig. a. To taint with sin or error; to corrupt, 
vitiate, spoil. 

a. 1323 E. E. Allit. P. B. 242 J>at en-poysened alle peplez 
hat parted fro heur boJ>e. 1401 Pol. Poems (1859) II. 73 
Prechen what 30U list, and with 3our privy pestilence en- 
poisoun the peple. 1534 Ld. Berners Gold. Bk. M. A ural. 
(1546) Sviij, Riches, youthe, solitarines, and libertee hen 
nn. pestilences, that enpoison the prynce. 1599 Sandys 
Eurofix Spec. (163.2) ,18 Proceed on to empoyson their 
country. 1633 Bp. Hall Hard Texts 144 Thou art . . em- 
poysoned with the most deadly venome of wickednesse. 
1738 Warburton Din. Leg at. I. 292 The Deists, .empoison 
everything they touch. 1883 T. A. Pope tr. Capecelatro’s 
Philip Ncri I. 48 An undisciplined will might . . destroy 
or empoison all vigour of thought. 

ft. 1557 North Gurnards Diall Pr. A. Ded., Any 
newe thinge that mighte. . impoison with erronious doctrine 
the consciences. ciStz Beaum. & Fl. Thierry 11. 4S4 
She hath impoyson’d Your good opinion of me. 1656 
Trapp Comm. Eph. v. 3 Citizens’ wives, .were, .impoisoned 
at stage-plays. 

b. To render virulent, envenom (feelings); to 
‘poison’, embitter (a person’s mind) against . 
Also, to embitter, destroy all pleasure in (a means 
of enjoyment). 

a. 1646 J. Hall Horx Vac. 136 Jests empoysoned with 
hitternesse. 1806 Ann. Rev. IV. 774 Our social tables, 
which they conspire to empoison. 2832 Blachw. Mag. 
XXXII. 225 This distraction . . will empoison all your joys, 
1879 J. Hawthorne Langh. M. 75 His soul had been em- 
poisoned against them and all the world. 

0 . 1599 Shaks, Much Ado ni. i. 86 One does not know 
How much an ill word may impoison liking. 

Empoisoned (empoi-zsnd, -z’nd), ppl. a. [f. 
prec. +-KD 1 .] 

f 1 . Killed by poison ; poisoned. Obs. 

1615 G. Sandys Trav, iv. 307 The death of her impoisoned 
husband. 1616 Overbury’ s Vis. in Harl.Misc. (Malh.) III. 
347 The pains of my impoison’d ghost. 

2 . Steeped in, impregnated or tainted with, 
poison ; poisonous, envenomed, lit. and Jig. 

_ 1593 Chapman Iliad vm. 365 Impoison’d strokes His wound- 
ing thunder shall imprint. 1601 Holland Pliny 1 . 144 These 
Arabians, .shooting their empoysoned arrowes, practise py- 
racie. 1678 Wan ley Wond. Lit . World v. i. § 71. 465/2 A 
pair of empoysoned Gloves . . procured his death, a 1711 
Ken Hymnoiheo Poet. Wks. 1721 III. 318 On Earth uncurs’d 
no Plants empoyson’d grew. 1799 Corry Sat. London 
(1803) 162 Assassins, ready to lift their empoisoned stillettos 
against your hearts. 1883 J. Parker Tyne Ch . 145 The 
serpent .. shows its empoisoned fang. 

Empoisoner (empoi-zonoi). [f. as prec. + -Eli.] 
One who empoisons. Obs. or arch, 
c 1386 Chaucer Pard. T. 566 Thus ended, .the false em- 

f oysonere. <21577 Sir T. Smith Commtv . Eng. 11600) 96 
mpoysoners. .shall bee boyled to the death. 1600 O. E. 
Repl. Libel 1. v. 99 The father of all . . murderers, em- 
poisoners, and enemies to this state. 1622 Bacon Hen. 
VII, 2 The Impoisoner of his wife. 1650 Weldon Crt. 
Jas.I (1651! 65 They preferred Empoysoners to be servants 
to Sir Gervase Elwayes. 1829 Landor Imag. Cotiv . (1846) 
II. 234 We live among, .empoisoners. 
fig. 1579 Tomson Calvin’s Serm. Tim * 810/2 A. .wicked 
man that goeth about to sowe peruerse doctrine . . what is 
hee els, but an impoisoner? 1653 Gauden Hierasp. 412 
The divels Empericks and empoisoners. 

t Empoi'souess. Obs. rare. [f. Empoison-er ; 
cf. murderess. A female empoisoner. 

1628 tr.. Matthieu's Powerful Favorite, Martina, that 
famous sorceresse and empoysonnesse. 

Emporsoning* vbl. sb. [f. as prec. + -ing 1 .] 
The action of the vb. Empoison - . 

c 1374 Chaucer Booth. 1. iii. 206 j?e empoysenyng of 
Socrates. 1494 Fabyan vn. 322 He dyed at Swynyshede 
. .by the enpoysonynge of a munke of the same house. 1527 
Andrew Brunswykes Distyll. Wafers A iij b, Columbyne 
water., is good for impoysyning. a 1569 Kingesmyll Couf. 
Satan (1578) 7 The deedes of the flesh are . . impoisonings. 
1678 Wanley Wond. Lit. World v. ii. § 80. 472/2 He bribed 
the Bishop of Rome to the empoysoning of his brother 
•Zemes. 1681 Roxb. Bal. (1883) IV. 655 From secret Impoy- 
sonings. .Libera nos, Domine. 

Emporsoning, ppl. a. [f. as prec. + -ing 2.] 
That empoisons, kills by poison, or renders 
poisonous. 

1598 Ord. for Prayer In Liturg. Serv. Q. Eliz. {iZdf) 682 
The sacred oil ..is a sovereign Antidote ..against ..em- 
poisoning confections. 1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. 
|i6sq) III. xxviii. 151 Nor are all Snakes of such empoison- 
ing qualities. 1653 Urquhart Rabelais n. xv. The smell. . 
is so pestiferous and impoisoning. 1706 Watts Horae. Lyr. 
IUi 258 The impoisoning taint O’erspreads the building. 

Empois onment (empoi-zonment). Also 7-8 
impoisonment, [f. as prec. + -ment.] 

1 . The administration of poison to a person ; 
the fact of being poisoned, arch. , ox Obs. 

; ' *569 R. Androse tr. Alexis’ Seer. iv. m. 13 A more ex- 
cellent remedie against empoysonments [printed empoys- 
tnents]. 1600 C. E. Repl. Libel 1. v. 104 The apostles . * 


neuer taught, .empoisonment of princes. 1653 A. Wilson 
Jos. /, 84, I have found in the Book of God, examples of 
ail other offenqes, but not any one .of an Impoysonment. 
1727 Swift Further A cc. E. Curll III. 1. 154 The manner 
of Mr. Curll’s impoisonment. 1815 Month. Mag. XXXIX. 
309 Sudden death, so like an empoisonment, 1824 Landor 
Imag. Conv. Wks. 1846 I. xii. 49 You . . rarely find an em- 
poisonment. .committed in England for policy. 

2 . The action of tainting or impregnating with 
poison. Also fig. 

1626 Bacon Sylva § 915 And these Empoisonments of air 
are the more dangerous in meetings of people. 2886 Far- 
rar Westm. Serm. in Libr. Mag. (N. Y.) 16 Oct. 595 His 
bad example is a spiritual empoisonment. 

Emporetic (emporetik), a. Antiq. [ad. L. 
emporeticus ( emporetica charta Pliny II. tV. xin. 
xii), a. Gr. Hj.iiroprjTitcas, f. *efjiirppUiv to trade, £. 
e/A iropos merchant.] Pertaining to trade. Empo- 
retic paper : a coarse kind of papyrus used for 
wrapping up parcels. (Quincy Lex. Phys.-Med. 
1719 wrongly explains this as ‘paper made soft 
and porous, such as is used to filter with’.) 

[1662 Fuller Worthies 1. 144 Imperial, Royal, Cardinal, 
and so downwards to that course Paper called Emporetica.] 
1851 Ancient Fishing in Frasers Mag. XLIII. 264 The 
Emporetic, or shop-paper, .serving for wrapping up groceries, 
fruit, etc. 

Hence + Empore'tical a. Obs ~°. 

1656 Blount Glosscgr., Emporetical, pertaining to Mer- 
chants or Markets. 1678-1706 in Phillips; 1721-1800 in 
Bailey ; and in mod. Diets. 

t Emporexrtic, a. and sb. Obs. [ad. Gr. Iju- 
ropevTiu-os, f. e/xTroptveo’dai to trade, f. epiropos 
trader : see Emporium.] 

A. adj. Of or pertaining to trade. 

B. sb. a. sing. (See quot.) b. pi. Articles 
manufactured for sale. 

1613 Sturtevant Metallic a 37 Emporeuticks which 
they [J oyners. Smiths, etc.] ordinarily make, as Presses . . 
Bello wes, Tongs. Ibid. 50 The Emporeutick . . treateth of 
the worke Of the art . . wares for use and sale. 

Hence f Smporeivtical, a. Obs . ; = prec. adj. 

1612 Sturtevant MetaUica (1854'' 50 The first [part] is 
called Organic, and the other Emporeutical or Polecall. 

t Emporial, a, Obs. [f. Empori-um + -al.] 
Of or pertaining to an emporium; having the 
character or function of an emporium. 

1604 T. Wright Passions Pref., Great ci tries (specially 
emporiall) affoord . . all sorts of politique prudence, 1802 
Month. Mag. XIII. 12 Knives may have been brought., 
by the Phoenicians, and sold at their emporial sea-towns in 
the Isle of Wight and in Cornwall. . 

Eraporie, var. form of Empory, Obs, 
Emporium (empo«-ri#m). PI. 7-9 empo- 
riums, 9 emporia, (See also Empory.) [a. L. 
emporium , a. Gr. kpurbpiov, f. ep-rropos merchant, f, 
ev in + vbl. stem nop-, 7 rep- to journey.] 

1 . A place in which merchandise is collected or 
traded in. Often as applied to towns or countries ; 
A principal centre of commerce, 4 a mart 

1586 J. Hooker Girald. Irel. in Holinsh . II. 12/2 A Scotch 
Town is the cheefest emporium in a manner of all that land. 
1621 Burton .ri not. Mel. iu iii. in. (1651)326 Paris, London, 
small Cottages in Cmsars time, now most noble Emporiums. 
1692 Ray Dissol. World n. v. (1732) 253 The best Emporium 
and Mart of this Part of the world, 1776 Adam Smith W. If. 
iv. ii. (1869) II. 27 The emporium, or general market, for 
the goods of all the different countries whose trade it car- 
ries on. 1805 Lucock Nat. Wool 44 Perhaps they [the 
Italian cities] would have remained much longer the em- 
poria of the world. 2869 Buckle Civilis. III. v. 340 Em- 
poriums of commerce. 1878 Bosw. Smith Carthage 8 
Egypt .. deigned to open an emporium at Naucratis for 
the ships and commerce of the Greeks. 

f b. In the East Indies ; A ‘ factory ’ of Euro- 
pean merchants. Obs. 

1727 A. Hamilton New A cc. E. Ind, II. xxxiv. 20 Half a 
League farther up. .the Dutch Emporium stands. 

e. Pompously applied to : A shop, warehouse. 

1839 Dickens Nick. Nick, xxxii. Emporiums of splendid 
dresses. 1859 Sala TV. round Clock (i86r) 163 But I find 
the shop now expanded into a magnificent emporium. 

2 . transf.XLTi6.fg. 

1839 Murchison Silur. Syst. i. xxxv. 475 The rich empo- 
rium of the Scotch coal measures. 1852 Miss Mitfqrd in 
L’Estrange Life (1870; III. xiil 241 Her house, in London 
was a perfect emporium of escaped state criminals. 1865 
Merivale Rom. Emp. (iS6sYVTII.lxvi. 235 She [Alexandria] 
was an emporium for the interchange of ideas and specula- 
tions.' 

f 3 . (See quot.) Obs. 

1721-1800 Bailey, Emporium, the common sensory of 
the brain. 1753 Chambers Cycl. Supp. 

Emport(e, obs. ff. Import v. 

t Empo’rtment. Obs. rare. [a. F. emporte- 
ment fit of passion, f. emporter to carry away, 
s'* importer to be carried away by anger.] A fit or 
1 transport’ of passion, state of vehement anger. 

<21734 North Examen (1740) 653 (D.) Lay aside emport- 
ments so justly provoked. — Lives* II. 423 At which the 
Ambassador and his friend were in a furious emport- 
ment. 

f Empo*rture, v. Obs. rare ~ 1 . In other 
editions im-. (Meaning obscure ; perh, misprint 
for importuned.) 

£•2525 Skelton Ph. Spar owe (Dyce) 1154 She is playnly 
expresse, Egeria the goddesse, And like to her image Em- 
portured with corage A loners pylgrimage. , ; , 


t E’rnpory. Obs. Anglicized f. of Emporium:. 
1607 B A J. King Sermon (Nov.) 2 The renouned Emporia 
and Mart of the whole Kingdome. 1680 Morden Geog. 
Red. Scot. (1685) 33 Dunfreis is a rich and well traded F.m- 
porie upon the River Nith. 1698 Farquhar Love $ Bottle 
iv. (1728) 69 This is the great Empory of lewdness. 1774 
T. West Antiq. Furness Introd. 15 Ulverston, the empory 
of Furness. 

t Hmp 0 sse*ss, V. Obs. rare. Also 5 en-. [f. 
En- + Possess v.] trans. To invest with posses- 
sion, endow with. 

c 2500 Melusine , E. E. T. S.) 99 He. .charged them to edy- 
fye. .a Priorye of eyghte monkes, them to reueste and em* 
possesse with landes. Ibid. 100 And enpossessed them wel 
for theire susteriaunce. 

Empostem, -lime, obs. ff. Imposthume. 
Empound, obs. form of Impound. 
t Empower, V. Obs. rare. Also 5-6 enponere, 
6 enpover. [a. OB', enpover-ir to Impoverish.] 
trans. To impoverish. 

1474 Caxton Chesse in. iiL F iij, How enpouere they the 
eomynte. 2533 Ld. Berners Froiss. I. cccvii, 462 The 
garysons .. had greatly enpouered . . the countre of Nor- 
mandy. 1528 Roy Sat., The charges to recover Lest they 
shulde theym selves enpover. 

Empoverish, obs. form of Impoverish. 
t Empowder, V. Obs. rare. [f. En- + Pow- 
der sb.\ trans. To insert sparsely or in small 
patches like grains of powder. 

2548 Udall, etc. Erasm. Par. John Pref., Clothe of golde 
empowdred emong patches of canuesse, or perles and dia- 
mondes emong peohlestones. 

Empower (empau®u% V. Also 7-9 impower, 
(6-7 impowre). [f. En- + Power.] 

1 . trans. To invest legally or formally with 
power or authority ; to authorize, license. 

a . 1654 H. L’Estrange Chas. I (1655) 75 Letters from the 
Pope . . empowering them to erect this Colledge. 1786 
T. Jefferson Writ. (1859) L 567 A clause is inserted., em- 
powering the King to discontinue it at any time. 2827 
Hallam Cotut. Hist. { 1876) II. x, 266 The Petition ana 
Advice had . .empowered him to appoint a successor. 2860 
Motley Netherl. (1868) I. i. 18 They were empowered.. to 
levy troops by land and sea. 

| 3 . 1655 Fuller Ch. Hist, vm, i. g 8 These visitors, not 
as yet impowred by law. 1704 Swift T. Tub vii. 94, I do 
here impower him to remove it. 1802 Strutt Sports <$• 
Past. 11. i. 51 The commissioners were, .impowered to sur- 
vey the lands adjoining to the city of London. 

2 . To impart or bestow power to an end or for 
a purpose ; to enable, permit. 

a. 2681-6 J. Scott Chr. Life (1747) III. 619 Much less can 
he empower others to do Miracles. 1727 De Foe Syst, 
Magic j. iv. (1840) 91 Some have doubted whether the 
Devil is empowered to take up any human shape. 2869 
Contemp . Rev. XL 260 Air and » . exercise . . empower the 
man for any intellectual or moral work. 

Q. x66y Milton P. L. x. 369 Thou us impow’rd to for- 
tme thus farr. 1715-20 Pope Iliad xiv. 295 Impower ’d the 
wrath of gods and men to tame. 

f b. To bestow power upon, make powerful. 
1690 Penn Rise fy frogr. Quakers (1834; 17 Who em- 
powered them as their work witnesseth. 

1 3 . ref. To gain or assume power over . Obs. 
2657 S. W. Schism Dispack’t 167 When this strange 
Vsurpation impower’d itself over the whole Church. Ibid. 
179 That William the Conquerour should have inipower’d 
himself over England. 

Hence Empo'W'eriug^/. a. 

2674 N. Fairfax Bulk 4- Selv. 141 Some instance of 
Gods impowering ghost. 

Empowerment (empau®ument). [f. prec. + 
-ment!] The action of empowering ; the state of 
being empowered. 

2849 Life Rev. J. Fisher ii. 29 They followed up this re- 
markable empowerment . . by removing the sentences, etc. 
1882-3 Schaff Encycl. Rel. Knowl. II. 1369 An all-con- 
quering conviction of divine vocation and empowerment, 
t Emprent, v. Obs. rare ~ L . Used as transl. 

of L. impetrare to obtain by request. 

C2374 Chaucer Boeth. (1868) 159 Men byseken it and 
emprenten it. 

Emprent, obs. form of Imprint. 

Empress (e-mpres), sb. 1 Forms : 2-4 em- 
perice, 3-8 emperess(e, 4 (amperesse), empe- 
ris(e, -isse, empiresse, 5 empriee, -ise, 5-7 em- 
presse, 7- empress. Also 4-5 imperes, -ioe, 
[ME. emperesse, a. OF. emperesse, fem. of emperere 
Emperor (late L. type Hmperatorissa). OF. had 
also empereriz, -is, *■ Pr. emperairitz, Sp. empera- 
triz :—L. imperatricem, and various mixed forms, 
as emperice, amperice, some of which occur in ME. ] 
1 . The consort of an emperor. Also, a female 
sovereign having the rank equivalent to that of an 
emperor. 

2254 O. E. Citron, an. 2140 J?e hsefde ben Emperice. 2297 
R. Glouc. (1725) 440 He louede hyr, vor heo was eyr & 
hey emperesse. Ibid. 474 The nexte ^er ther after the 
Amperesse Mold Wende out of this liue. c 1550 Will. 
Faleme 5343 And Melion . . was crouned emperice. 1480 
Caxton Chron. Eng. vii. (1520) 79 b/i Wyllyam . . helde 
warre agaynst Maude the emjpresse. 2559 Bp. Scot in 
Strype Ann . Ref. I. n. App. vii. 417 The emperesse Theo- 
dora that then was. 1704 Addison Italy (1733) ^36 
Among the Emperesses. <2 2745 Swift Wks. (2768) IV. 301 
The earl of Chester . . commanded there for the empress. 
2836 Penny Cycl. V, 232/2 Napoleon . . crowned his wife as 
empress. 1888 Times No. 32,573. 7/4 The Queen and the 
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Empress Frederick were compelled to delay their departure 
from the Royal borough. Mod ", In 1876 Queen Victoria 
was proclaimed Empress of India. 

2 . A female potentate exercising supreme or 
absolute power. Chiefly transf and fig. 

<2x300 Cursor M. 20801 Of heuen and erth. .scho es quene, 
Bath imperice and heind leuedi. CX374 Chaucer Booth. 
(1868) 109 For felonie is emperisse and ilowreb ful of rycch- 
esse. c 1460 Towneley Myst. 171 Thi moder is of helle 
emprise. 1588 Shaks. Tit. A. 11. iii. 40 Harke Tamora, 
the Empresse of my Soule. 1634 Habington Castara 30 
The pale-faced Empresse of the night Lent in her chaste 
increase her borrowed light. 2682 Dryden Mac FI. 87 
Now Empress Fame had publisht the renown Of Shad- 
wells coronation. 1797 Mrs. Radcliffe Italian xii, Who 
..seemed the empress of the scene. 183a Blackw. Mag. 
Feb. 353/1 The British capital has been called .. the em- 
press of all cities. 1844 Kinglake Edthen v. {1878) 73 
Yonder empress throned at the window of that humblest 
mud cottage. 

8. Comb. a. appositive. 

ax66x Holyday Juvenal §2, Before his bed she chose a 
mat that stunk, And wore a night-hood too, an empress- 
punk 1 1705 in Land. Gaz. No. 4156/1 The Earl of Sunder- 
land .had Audience, .of the Empress-Dowager. 2712 Ibid. 
4875/2 His Excellency deliver’d her Majesty's Credentials 
to the Empress-Regent. 

b. Empress-cloth : a woollen fabric differing 
from merino chiefly in not being twilled. (App. 
not known as a trade term in England.) 

1884 in Knight Amer. Mech. Diet. ; and in later Diets. 

■ + E’mpreSS, sbf Obs . Forms: 6 eraprese, 
7 empresse, empressa. See also Impress sbP, 
Impresa. [A var. of Impress sb.%, ad. It. impresa 
of same meaning. The form with em- may be 
ad. the equivalent Sp. empresa, and is therefore 
treated separately.] 

A motto or significant device ; see Impress sb. 2 
Also attrib. 

1593 Nashe Christ's T. 19 b, Let. . this for an Emprese be 
engrauen. 1603 Drayton Baron ! s Warsvi. 43 Emblems, 
Empressas, Htrogliphiques. 16x0 Holland Camden's 
Brit. 1. 287 A blew garter, carrying this Empresse , . Hotiy 
sort q-ui Maly pense. x688 R. Holme Armoury in, 146/2 
Emblem or Empress work is drawing Faces from the Life. 
1 22 mpre*SS, Ohs. Forms: 4 enproce, 
-presse, 4-5 empress©. See also Impress v. 
[a. O F. empresse-r, emprecier , f. en- (see En-) + 
presser to Press.] tram, and absol. To subject 
to pressure, press, oppress. Also intr. to crowd, 
press eagerly into. 

c 1325 is. E. Allit. P. C. 43 And here as pouert enpresses, 
J >&3 moft pyne }?ynk. Ibid. 528 Pouerte me enprecez & 
paynez inno^e. c 1386 Chaucer Chan. Yem. Prol. 4 T. 5x8 
Such feendly thoughtes in his hert empresse. c 1400 Rom. 
Rose 3691 No man . . ne may, .of the reisins have the wyne 
Til grapes. . Be sore empressid. 1475 Bk. Noblesse 4 Every 
man in hym silf let the passions ot dolours be . . empressid 
into vyfnes. 

II Empressement (anprfsman). [Fr. ; f. 
empresser to urge, Pempresser to be eager,] Ani- 
mated display of cordiality. 

2749 Chesterf. Lett. No. 202 (1792)11. 262 You must do it 
. .jvith alacrity and empressement. 1823 Byron Juan xi. 
xlii, Juan was received with much * empressement’ [rimed 
with chessman], 1866 Howells Vend. Life v. 73 She 
acknowledges the compliment with life-like empressement 
t Empri'&e, V. Obs. rare . In 5 enpri.de, en- 
pryde. [f. En- + Pride.] rejl. To pride oneself. 

a 1440 Relig. Pieces fr. Thornton MS. (1867) 23 Thre 
thynges ere wnare-of a man enprides hym. C1440 Gestct 
Rom.{ 1879) 174 He Enpridid him not for the honours. 1302 
Ord. Crysten Men m. iii. (1506; 158 By this meane fell & 
hym enpryded the pharysee. 

f Emprrine, v. Obs. In 6 empryme. trans. 
To separate a deer from the rest of the herd. 

*S7S Turbervile Bk. Venerie 242 When he is hunted and 
doth first leave the herde we say that he is syngled or em- 
prymed. 1636 in Blount. 1773 in Ash. 

Emprint, obs. form oi Imprint sb. and v. 

■ Emprise, emprise (emproi-z), sb. arch. 
Forms : a. 4-5 empryse, (4 emperise), 5 em- 
prys, ©uprise, ymprise, enpriss, 7 empries, 4- 
emprise, -ize. j 3 . 4 enpress, em-, imprese, 4-6 
imprease. [a.OF. emprise ,emprinse, com. Romanic 
= Pr. empreza, Sp. empresa , It. impresa late L. 
Hmprensa, f. ppl. stem of Hmprendere (in OF. 
emprendre) to take in hand, f. in- in + prehendere 
to take. 

The 17th c. forms em-, imprese appear to be influenced 
by Sp. or It. ; cf. Empress sb . , Impress sb.~ which are ulti- 
mately the same word ; the earlier enpress is difficult to 
explain. See also Aprise.] 

1 . An undertaking, enterprise; esp. one Of an 
adventurous or chivalrous nature. 

a 1300 Cursor M. 9802 Man to del, godd for to rise, 
Moght nan tak elles J>is emprise. *373 Barbour Bruce m. 
276 To bryng All thar enpress to gud ending, c 1386 
Chaucer Knight's T. 1682 The lord considered that it were 
destruccioun to gentil blood to fighten in this emprise. 1423 
Jas. I. Kingis Quair n. i, Nature first begyneth her en- 
prise. x6oo Fairfax Tasso n. Ixxvii, If you atchieue re- 
nowne by this empries. 1600 Holland Livy xxin. xviii. 
486 Annibal for very shame was faine to give over his 
imprease. 1723-6 Pope Odyss. iv. 602 Ambushed we lie, and 
wait the bold emprise. 1823 Scott Romance (1874) 86 
The , . most extravagant emprises of the heroes of romance. 
2871 Browning Pr. Hohenst. 773 Dare first The great 
emprise. ^ , .\, Vi ; 


+ b. A purpose, intent. Obs. 
c 2340 Cursor M. 6528 ]?ei dud ajeynes goddes emprise. 
*393 Gower Conf. III. 281 And eke I not for what emprise 
I shulde assote upon a nonne. 

2 . abstr. Chivalric enterprise, martial prowess. 

a 1300 Cursor M. 8183 tCott.) Knight he was o gret 
erapris. a X400 Qciouian 1060 Ley on strokes with good 
empryse. c 1300 Lancelot 3455 The worschip of knychthed 
and empryss. 1667 Milton P. L. xi. 642 Giants of mightie 
Bone, and bould emprise. 1782 Han. More David 1. 27 
Let not thy youth be dazzled , . With deeds of bold emprise. 
2812 Byron Ch. Har. 11. xxxviii, He. .whose, .foes Shrunk 
from his deeds of chivalrous emprize. 1863 Lqngf. Way- 
side Inn 1. Interl. 37 The deeds of high emprise, I sing ! 
p b. Difficulty, greatness of undertaking. Obs. 
c 1386 Chaucer Pers. T. p 6x7 Him thinkith it is so gret 
emprise for to undertake to doon werkes of goodnes. 1393 
Gower Conf. III. 252 It is., of none emprise To speke a 
word. 

’f e. Pre-occupation, absorption of thought. Obs. 
c 1300 Lancelot 3S9 The vanyteis of slep,.causith of sum 
maner influens,Empriss of thoght, ore super fleuy tee. 

1 3. Renown, glory, distinction. Obs. 
c x 430 Syr Getter. j,Roxb. ) 1937 This goode ladie of high 
emprise Did him kisse in herd wise, c 1500 Lancelot 269 
He hath the worschip and emprise. 

tb. Value, estimation. Obs. [? Influenced by 

Price.] 

1373 Barbour Bruce x. 507 The ErlL .hye Enpriss Set ay 
apon Souerane bounte. 1393 Gower Conf. III. 147 But 
Manachaz saith other wise, That wine is of the more 
emprise. 

f 4. ? Spoil, prey. Obs. 

a 1400 Octouian 769 Florent..tok of foweles greet em- 
pryse. 

t Emprrse, V. Obs. Also 5 en-, empryse. 
[f. prec. sb.] trans. To undertake, take on oneself. 

c 1386 Chaucer Pers. T. y 329 Presumpcioun is whan a 
man undertakith and emprisith that him oughte not to do, 
1483 Caxton Chas. Gt. Pref. 3, I haue enprysed. .to reduce 
this sayd book in to our engiysshe. 1490 — Eneydos 3, I 
knowleche my selfe ignorant of oonnynge to enpryse on me 
so hie and noble a werke. 1390 Three Lords $ Ladies 
Lond. in Hazl. Dodsley VI. 376 Each in honour of his 
mistress. Hath here empris’d the challenge of his right. 
a 1608 Sackville Dk. Bttckingham lviix. (D.), Thereto 
trusting I emprised the same. 

Hence Empri-sing ppl. a enterprising, adven- 
turous. 

a 1844 Campbell Lines Departure Emigrants, Go forth 
and prosper then, emprising hand. 

Emprison, obs. form of Imprison. 
Emproper, var. Improper v. Obs. to appropriate. 
Empropriate, var. of Impropriate. 
Emprostkotouic (empry:s)wtfrmk), a. Path . 
rare. [ad. Gr. epurpoadoroviK-bs suffering from 
tetanic procuration.] Of or characterized by 
Emfrosthotonos. 

1883 Lauder Brunton in Nature 15 Mar. 468 The con- 
vulsions change their character and become emprosthotonic. 
|| Emprostkotonos (empr^sj^-ton^s). Path. 
[mod.L., a. Gr. hycnpoaBorovos drawn forward and 
stiffened, f. eprrpoadev before + tufos a stretching.] 

‘ A condition in tetanus in which the body is 
drawn forwards by excessive action of the anterior 
muscles of the trunk ’ {Syd. Soe. Lex.). 

1657 Phys. Diet., Emprostotonos, a kind of cramp. 1683 
T. Cooke Marrow of Chirurg (ed. 4I 498 When the Body, 
Head, and Neck is drawn forwards, called Emprosthotonos. 
1775 Mackenzie, in Phil. Trans. LXVII. 7 A person in 
the emprosthotonos. 1871 Sir T. Watson Led. Physic 
(ed. 5) I. 559 The only example of emprosthotonos which 
1 ever saw. ' 

Emprove, -ment, obs. f. Improve, -ment. 
t Empse, a. Obs. rare “L ? Desert, unin- 
habited. : 

1642 H. More Song of Soul, Psychozoia, xxxvi. The 
satyres. .That in empse Ilands maken their abode. 

Smpt (empt), v. Obs . exc. dial. Forms : 
1 aemetsian, semtisan, semtian, 2 aemtien, 4 
emte(n, empte, 9 dial, emp, ent, 6- empt. 
[OE. semtian (ge-semtian), f. semi- a, semetta 
leisure ; cf. Empty a. and v.) 

1 1. intr. and rejl. To be at leisure. Only in OE. 

<r8 25 Vesp. Psalter xlv[i]. xo riSmetj$,ia<$ ant gesiaS forSon 

ic earn dryhten. c xooo zElfric Gram, xxxiii. 2o6i,Z.)riEmti- 
gaS eow to raedinge. 

1 2. intr. To become empty. Obs. 

c 1205 Lay. 30408 Feollen aerm kempes; aemteden sadeles. 

3. trans. To make empty ; to drain, exhaust. 
lit. zndjdg. Const, of. Also rejl. = Empty v. 2, 3. 

1340 Ayenb. 58 Ase )?o J>et emte)? J> e herte of hire guode. 
CX386 Chaucer Chan. Yem. Prol. 4 T. r 88 Ther-by shal he 
nat wynne But empte his purs. 1398 Trevisa Barth. De 
P. R, xm. xx. (1495) 450 Abyssus. .maye neuer be stoppyd 
. .ne emptyd. X568T. Howell Arb. Amitie (1879) 92 There 
I empt my laden hart 1630 J.Taylor (Water r.) Jvks. 27/1 
Though, a man in study take great paines, And empt his 
veines. 1640 Brome Antipodes m. vii, Unlesse I empt My 
brest of mercy to appease her for you. 1678 Hobbes Nat. 
Philos, iii. 27 That the Cylinder may empt itself. 1823 
Britton Beauties Wilts. Gloss., Empt, to pour out, to 
empty. x88x 1 . of Wight Gloss. (,E. D.S.), Empt , to make 
empty. •. 

4. To pour forth, discharge, clear out (the con- 
tents of a vessel, etc.). 

1606 Warner Alb. Eng. xiv. To Rdr., Muse, that .. 
Emptedst poore wit poore winde to win. 1623 Cockeram, 
Extercorate, to empt, or carry out dung. 


+ Emptemng, vbl. sb. Obs . == Emptying vbl. sb. 

1561 Hollybush Horn. Apoth. 20 b, Great voyding and 
emptening of the body is, etc. 

B-mptied,///. a. [f. Empty v. + -ED.] That 
has been exhausted of its contents. 

1632 W. Lithgow Totall Discourse 226 Water to. .fill our 
emptied bottles. 1667 Boyle in Phil. Trans. II. 425 The 
.. emptied Receiver. 

Emptier (e-mpti,9i). 4 [f. Empty v. + -erL] He 
who or that which empties. 

1605 Timme Quersit. 11. vi. 129 In the nature of balsamick 
salt thou hast.. a purger, and an universal emptier. x6ix 
Bible Nahum ii. 2/fhe emptiers have emptied them out 
and marred their vine branches. 18x2 H. Macneill Poet*. 
Wks. II. 77 Dear sober emptyers of the glass. 1879 
Baring-Gould Germany ll. 269 The. .cesspool -emptiers are 
town officials, 

Emptily (e'mptili), adv. [f. Empty a. +-ly~,] 
In an empty manner. 

1391 Percivall Sp.Dict., Vaziamente, emptily. 16x1-84 
Leighton in Spurgeon Treas. Dav. Ps. xxxix. 4 What 
we know emptily and barely, we may know spiritually and 
fruitfully, 1633 Manton Exp. James i. 19 We do not 
vaiiily and emptily talk of the things of God. 1871 R. 
Ellis Catullus lxiv. 142 A light wind emptily fleeting. 

Emptiness (e-mptinesh Also emptyness(e. 
[f. Empty a. + -ness.] The condition of being 
empty. 

1. gen. The condition of being void of contents, 
of not being filled, furnished, or inhabited. 

1333 Elyot Cast. Helihe 11. (1541) 45 The moderation of 
slepe must be measured, .by emptynesse or fulnesse of the 
body. 1535 Coverdale 2 Esdras vii. 25 V nto the full, plenty : 
and to theemptye, emptynesse. X597SHAKS. 2 Hen. IF, 1. iii. 
75 His Coffers sound With hollow Pouerty, and Emptinesse. 
1626 Bacon Sylva § 300 Appetite consisteth in the Empti- 
ness of the Mouth of the Stomack. x68o -x Penn Wks. 
Isaac Pennington I. A iij b, In that emptiness they waited 
to be filled^ of him that filleth all things. 17x9 Watts 
Hymns 1. cxi, Blest are the humble souls that see Their 
emptiness and poverty. 1728 Pope Dune. 1. 33 Keen hollow 
winds howl thro’ the bleak recess, Emblem of music caus’d 
by emptiness. 1747 Walpole Lett. H. Mann 178 (1834) 
II. 203 No idea of the emptiness of London. 1845-6 
Trench Huls. Led. 11. vii. 261 This was the emptiness of 
which Christ’s coming should be the answering fulness. 
1883 Manch.Exam . 15 Apr. 3/1 Emptiness of subject and 
monotony of treatment. 

b. concr. Void space ; a vacuum. 

1370 Dee Math. Pref. 35 Water, .by descending to leaue 
Emptiness at his backe. 1623 Donne Serm. iii. 22 a, A sup- 
plying of all Emptinesses in our Soules. 2691-8 Norris 
Prad. Disc, IV, 327 An Emptyness which they can never 
fill. 17x3 Warder True Amazons 35 The occasion of this 
vast Emptiness in the Hive. 1877 Bryant Z//. People Snow 
346 Where once they made their haunt, was emptiness. 

2. The state of being void of certain specified 
contents, or of a specified quality. Const, of 

1593 Hooker Eccl. Pol. in. i, Emptines of Christian loue 
and charity. 1642 Fuller Holy q Prof. St. hi. iii. 157 
Such boasting sounds proceed from emptinesse of desert. 
1707 Floyer Physic. Pulse-Watch 362 The Pulsus pro- 
fundus . . indicates . . emptiness of Humours. 1875 Maskell 
Ivories v.45 To absence of composition, .were added neglect 
and emptiness of form. 

8 . W ant of solidity or substance ; inability to 
satisfy desire ; unsatisfactoriness ; vacuity, hol- 
lowness. 

a X695 Dryden Ditfresnoy Pref. xii, Tis this which causes 
the Graces .. to subsist in the emptiness of Light and 
Shadow’s, 17x0 Steele Tatter No. 271. F 4 To lay before my 
Readers the Emptiness of Ambition. 1781 Cowper Hope 156 
Hope, .has the wondrous virtue to educe F rom emptiness it- 
self a real use. x86o W. Collins Worn. White 125 Objections 
that rose to my lips . . died away in their own emptiness. 
1871 Miss Braddon Fenton's Quest I. ii. 28 There was no 
more dulness or emptiness for Gilbert Fenton in his life 
at Lidford. 

b. pi. Trifles, trivialities, 1 vanities 

1843 James Forest Days (1847) 14 The little emptinesses 
which occupy free hearts in the early morning. 1884 A. 
Maclaren m Chr. Commw. 11 Dec. 2x1/2 Unsubstantial 
emptinesses and moonshiny illusions. 

4. Want of knowledge ; lack of sense ; inanity. 
Also, of an author or a composition : Lack of 
vigorous thought or expression ; meagreness or 
poverty of matter. 

2638 J. Rowland Monfet's Theat. Zw.1013, I wonder at 
Pennius’s brevity and emptiness in this argument. .1699 
Garth Dispens. iv. (1730) xa Bur[ge]ss deafens all the list’n- 
ing Press With Peals of most Seraphick Emptiness. 2728 
Pope Dune. 1. 185 Me emptiness and dulness could inspire, 
And were my elasticity, and fire. 2844 Stanley Arnold 
(18581 I. iv. 168 The falsehood and emptiness of the Latin 
historians. 

+ E mpting, vbl. sb. [f. Empt v. + -ing. 1 ] = 
Emptying ; in LJ. S. the fl. in the sense * yeast ’ is 
pronounced ^e*mptins) but often written emptyings : 
see Emptying 2 b. 

cxe^o Promp. Parv. 139 Emtyng or a voydynge. 2884 
Lowell Poet. Wks. (1871) 2iqT’wU 1 take more emptins . . 
than this new party’s gut. To give such heavy cakes as 
them a start. 

Emption (e-mpjbn). [ad. L. emptidn-em buy- 
ing, n. of action f. eme-re to buy.] 

1. The action of buying : chiefly in phrases, 
Right of {sole) emption , etc., or with allusion to 2. 

2461-83 Ord. R. Househ. 73 The chief Butler., taketh his 
resceytesof money, .of theThesaurer. -for all the emptiones 
of his office. 2736 Carte Ormonde I. 140 The proclama- 
tion for the sole emption. .was offered to be revoked. 1783 


EMPTI 03 STAL. 

Burke Rep. Ajf. India Wks. 1842 XI. 143 By a limitation 
of the right of eruption of foreign opium. 

% Roman, Law . Purchase, in the contract of 
sale (L. emptio , as correlated with venditio). 

c 1535 Harpsfield Divorce Hen. VIII, (1878) 241 There 
is emption and vendition contracted as soon as the parties 
be condescended upon the price. 1727 Arbuthnot Coins 
(T. \ There is a dispute among the lawyers, Whether Glaucus 
exchanging his golden armour with the braseu one of 
Tydides was emption or commutation. 

Emptional (e-mpjbnal;, a. [f. prec. +-al.] 
That may be purchased. 

f Empti-tioilS, a. Oh. rare — l . [f. L. emp- 
tici-us f. empt- ppl. stem of emere to buy + -oca : 
cf. adventitious .] Venal, capable of being bought. 

1650 A. B. Mutat. Polemo n Emptitious as he was. . they 
. .knew well enough how to over value him. 

|j Emptor ye-mptoj, -01). Rom. Law. [a. L. 
emptor, agent -m f. emere to buy.] A purchaser. 

1875 Poste Gains 1. ied. 2) io8_ He had to utter the formula 
. .i.e. to invite the emptor to strike the scale with the ingot. 

+ Emptory. Oh. [ad. late L. emptorium place 
of buying ; see prec.] A mart, market-place. 

1641 Heyun Help to Hist. 11680) 474 The common Mart 
or Emptory. 1665 76 Ray Flora 146 The flower-market, 
the common Emptory of trash and refuse. 

Empty (e'mpti ),a. and sb. Forms: 1 eemetis, 
imtis, emtis, 3,5 amti, -tie, 3-4 emti, empti, 
4 7 emty, emptie, -ye, 4- empty. [OE. hnetig, 
f. semetta leisure + -ig, -Y. 

The vowel of the middle syllable was dropped already in 
OE. The initial d, being shortened, yielded as usual in 
ME. dialects the parallel forms a and e; hence the forms 
amti and emti; the former died out in 15th century; the 
latter (with the euphonic p normal between m and t) is 
represented by the mod. form.] 

A. odj . 

f I. Of persons : At leisure, not occupied or 
engaged. Also, unmarried. Only in OE. 

cSgjr fi. JElfred Gregory's Past. li. 401 prnt hie ne wenen 
ftajthie. .gemengan msesenwiS < 5 a semtejan wifmen. c 1000 
/Elfric Horn. (Th.) II. 441 Martha swanc, and Maria sact 
semtis. 

2 . Of a material receptacle : Containing nothing ; 
opposed to full. Also fig. of any thing that may 
be said to be ‘filled’. 

971 Blickl. Horn. 5 Heo [the Virgin Mary] waes * ful* 
cweden nses * aemetu^u ’. c 1300 Bcket 2178 The sculle al 
amti was : and no brayn therinne bilevede. c 1386 Chau- 
cer Reeve’s Prol. 40 Almost al empty is be tonne. 1514 
Barclay Cyt. <§• Uplondyshm. (1847) 62 With empty belly 
and simple poore aray. 1599 Shaks. Hen. V, iv. iv. 73 
The empty vessel makes the greatest sound, a 1628 Pres- 
ton New Covt. (16341 62 Nothing is said to be empty, but 
when you look for a fullnesse in it. 1673 O. Walker Educ. 
(1677) 103 They bring forth yellow ana emty eares, before 
the harvest. 1732 Pope Ep. Bathurst 320 Which of these 
is worse, Want with a full or with an empty purse ? 1732 
Arbuthnot Rules of Diet 269 They might be taken in an 
empty Stomach. 1845 Budd Dis. Liver 374 The gall- 
bladder and ducts are found empty, i860 Tyndall Glac. 
1. § lx. 80, I now filled our empty wine-bottle with snow. 

b. Void of certain specified contents ; de- 
void of certain specified qualities, etc. Const, 
f from, f m y of 

1483 Caxton Cato Gj, Empty of alle goodes and fylled 
of alle euyll. 1588 Shaks. L. L. L. v. ii. 878 And I shal 
find you emptie of that fault. 1596 — - Merck. V. iv. i. 5 
Empty From any dram of mercie. 1600 — A.Y. L. it. vii. 93 
In ciuility thou seem’st so emptie. 1633 Bp. Hall Hard 
'Texts 97 We.. are of ourselves emptie of all good. <21727 
Newton ;J.), The heavens are much emptier of air than 
any_ vacuum we can make below, i860 Trench Mirac. 
xxxi. (1862) 444 The Gentiles were empty of all fruits of 
righteousness. 1865 Mill Exam. Hamilton' s Philos. 87 
Metaphysical doctrines which .. are empty of the smallest 
substance. 

3 . transf. f a. Having one’s purse, etc. empty ; 
destitute of money. (Only contextual.) Oh. 

1581 J. Bell H addon's Answ. Osar. 15 The Apostles . . 
should wander through the whole world emptie of all 
worldly furniture. 1722 De Foe Plague (1756) 173 Those 
that had Money. . were able to subsist themselves ; but those 
who were empty suffered .. great Hardships. 1724 — 
Mem. Cavalier \1Z40) 15 1 The king [was] quite empty of 
money. ' 

b. Having an empty stomach; hungry. Now 
only colloq. 

1593 Shaks. 2 Hen. VI, in. i. 248 Wer’t not all one, an 
emptie Eagle were set, To guard the Chicken from a hungry 
Kyte.^ 1620 Shelton Don Quix. III. xxx. 209 And where 
there is plenty the Guests are not empty. 1719 De Foe 
Crusoe (1840) II. viii. 182 I found myself empty, 

fG. Of the body : Wanting fullness, shrunken, 
emaciated. Also of the pulse : Weak, ‘ slender 

c 1374 Chaucer Boetk. 11. i. 4 ]>e slak[e] sltyn tremble)? 
vpon myn emty body, i486 Bk. St. A Iban's C j a, Sum 
put hawkys in mew. .when they be Empty and lene. 1533 
Elyot Cast el He like n. (1541) 45 b, Where the body is long 
empty by longe syknesse or abstinence, slepe comforteth 
nature. 1707 F loyer Physic. Pulse- Watch 412 An empty 
Pulse shews small Strength. 

4 . Of space, a person’s place, etc. : Vacant, un- 
occupied. Of a house, etc.: Devoid of furniture 
or inmates. Also fig. 

971 Blickl. Horn. 37 past on us ne sy jemeted nsenigu 
stow aemetig gastlicra mae^ena. c 1000 JElfric Gen. i. 2 
Seo eorbe. .waes ydel ant aemtig. c 1200 Trin. Coll. Horn. 
87 He . . cumetS berto and fint hit emti and mid beseme 
clene swopen. a 1225 Ancr. R. 156 Non empti stude ibe 
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heorte to underuongen flesliche leihtren. 1297 R* Glouc. 
17 Amty place he made a boute, & folc fleu hym faste. 
c 1385 Chaucer L. G. IV., 888 Tysbe . . saw hire wympii 
& hise emty schede. 1514 Barclay Cyt. <$* Uplondyshm. 
(1847) 6 One maye clerely the emty nestes se. 1593 Shaks. 
2 Hen. VI, v. ii. 4 And dead mens cries do fill the emptie 
aire. 1611 Bible i Sam. xx. 25 Dauids place was emptie. 
1627 May Lucan xi. 503 With empty Standards reft of Com- 
panies. 1697 Dryden Virg. Georg, iv. 516 Two rising 
Heaps of liquid Crystal stand, And leave a Space betwixt, 
of empty Sand. 2709 Steele Tatler No. 182 ? 1 The Town 
grows so very empty. 2864 Skeat Uhland’s Poems 273 
Every room seemed empty now. 
b. quasi- sb. A void (space). 

1535 (Joverdale Job xxvi. 7 He stretcheth out y* north 
ouer the emptie. 

5. Without anything to carry. 

a. Of a carriage, ship, etc. (=* sense 2 ). Hence 
transf. of a beast of burden : Without a load 
{rare in mod. use). 

c 1330 King of Tars 201 And sadeles mony emptye. 1502 
Arnolde Citron. (1811) 197 Item an emty horse only i. d\ 
1586 Marlowe 1st Pt. Tamburl. 1. ii, Return our mules and 
empty camels back. 1607 Topsell Fourf. Beasts (1673) 
244 When you have used him [the horse] to leap empty, 
likewise accustome him loaded. 1697 Dryden Virg. Georg, 
m. 271 Persuade ’em first to lead an empty wheel. 1714 
Fr, Bk. of Rates 412 Vessels, .empty, or loaded with Masts, 
Planks, and other Timber. 179 6 Log in Nicolas Disp. 
Nelson VII. p. Ixv, A Ship and a Brig from Finale .. proving 
. .empty. 1884 Sir W. M 'Murdo in Pall MallG. 18 June 
2/1 FitzGerald, .started with the empty camels in a bee-line 
across the desert. 

b. Of the hand : Not bringing or carrying any 
thing away. Hence of persons : =* Empty-handed ; 
chiefly as predicative complement, e.g. To go, 
come away empty. 

c 1500 New Notbr. May d in Anc. Poet. Tracts 45 The 
poure jmay stande, With empty hande. 1535 Covf.rdale 
R uth iii. 17 Thou shalt not come emptye vnto thy mother 
in lawe. 1607 Shaks. Timonn 1. vi. 40, I return'd you an 
empty Messenger. 1727 A. Hamilton New Acc. E. Ind. 
I. xi. 1 19 The Custom, not to appear before great Men 
with an empty Hand. 

fig. 1751 JoRTiN Serm . (1771) VI. 198 The prayers of the 
Penitent return not empty, 1850 Tennyson In Mem. in. iii, 
A hollow form with empty hands. 

e. As a Biblical Hebraism, of a sword, To re- 
turn empty. 

i6ix Bible 2 Sam. i. 22. 1677 Hubbard Narrative 98 

Whom [sixty of the enemy] they slew and took, so as their 
Sword returned not empty. 

6. a. Of persons, their projects, etc.: Lacking 
knowledge and sense ; frivolous, foolish. 

1611 Bible Pref. 8 This was judged to be but a very poore 
and emptie shift. 1664 Power Exp. Philos. Pref. 18 Our 
best Philosophers will but prove empty Conjecturalists. 
<*1674 Clarendon Hist. Reb. (1704) I II. xin. 307 A very 
empty and unprepared design. 1696 Tate 8c Brady Ps . 
cxlm 4 His Thoughts but empty are and vain. 1707-8 
Let. in Heame’s Colt. II. 91 A silly, empty pretender to 
Greek. 1711 Steele Sped. No. 75 F 6 The empty Cox- 
comb has no Regard to any thing. .Sacred. 1727 De Foe 
Syst. Magic 1. iv. (18401 98 The meanest, emptiest, and 
most inconsistent project. 

b. Of things : Wanting solidity and substance ; 
unsatisfactory, vain, meaningless. 

1340 Ayenb. 143 Zuo emti to berime of bo greate blisse. 
1603 Shaks. Mens, for M. 11. iv. 2 Reauen hath my empty 
words. 1667 Milton P. L. iii. 454 Find Fit retribution, 
emptie as thir deeds. 1674 Brevint Saul at Endor 230 
It is but an emty Phantome^ 1697 Dryden Virg. Georg. 
iv. 710 All his Hopes exhal'd in empty Smoke. 17 11 Steele 
U Sped. No. 79 r 9 All these Acts are but empty Shows. 

! 1718 Freethinker N o. 60. 34 It is not an empty Title, .but a 
j Right. 1728 Pope Dune. 1. 54 Weighs . , solid pudding against 
1 empty praise, a 1764 Lloyd Whim Poet. Wks. 1774 II. 166 
| Wrangling wits. . quarrel for an empty name. 1813 Shelley 
Q. Mab. iv, Words.. Empty and vain as his own coreless 
I heart. 1837 Thirl wall Greece IV. xxxii. 229 Nor were 
these mere empty professions. 1884 Sat. Rev . 14 June 
766/1 Frightened by the emptiest of bugbears. 

' S. sb. Comm . An empty truck or wagon; an 
empty box, cask, etc. which has contained goods. 

1865 Mom. Star r Feb., I was ordered, .to .. send the 
empties off first. 1881 Daily News 22 Aug. 3/2 George 
Whitehead, a dealer in empties at Mile-end New-town. 

; 1884 Harper's Mag. May 874/2 They are . . made into a long 
train in exchange for * empties 

C. Comb, (parasynthetic adjs.), as empty-baskeled, 
- bellied , fisted , -headed, - hearted , -pannelled (in 
Falconry), - fated \ -skulled, -stomached, -vaulted; 
also Empty-handed. 

1883 Harper's Mag , Apr. 702/2 Fisher people .. coming 
back *empty-basketed. 1836-48 B. D. Walsh Aristoph. 
Knights 1. iii, You've cut *Empty-bellied to the Town- 
hall. 1664 H. More Myst. Iniq. xv. 52 Fear of the Saints 
displeasure, if they approach ^empty-fisted. 1650 B. Dis- 
collim. 17 *Empty- headed, Fiddle -brain’d Men. 1873 
Symonds Grk. Poets iii. 86 Trample on the empty-headed 
rabble. 1605 Shaks. Lear 1. i. 155 Nor are those * empty- 
hearted, whose low sounds Reuerbe no hollownesse. 1842 
Manning Serm. viii; (1848) I. 109 Empty-hearted followers 
of this vain-glorious world. 1575 Turberv, Falconrie 313 
Let hir stande *emptiepanneld upon the same untill night. 
1820 Scott Abbot xxxiii, There are *empty-pated coxcombs 
at each corner, 1863 Mrs. C. Clarke Shaks. Char. vi. 
159 Quackery may, and does succeed for a season . . with the 
*empty-skulled. 1527 Andrew Brunswyke's Distyll. Waters 
Aij, Them that be *empty-stomaked thrughe overmoche 
hete of the stomake. 1861 Du Chaillu Equat. Afr. vi. 58 
The only empty-stomached individual of the company. 1634 
Milton Comus 249 They float . . through the *empty- 
vaulted night. 


EMPTYING. 

Empty (e*mpti), v. Forms : [1 se-^mtisian], 
6-7 emptie, 6 - empty, [f. Empty a . ; the form 
with prefix ge- appears in OE. ; subsequently the 
word does not appear in our quots. before 16th c. 
Cf. Empt.] 

1 . trans. To make empty; to pour out, draw 
off, or remove the contents of (anything) ; to clear 
(a house, etc.) of furniture or of inmates. 

[c 1000 ./Elfric Horn. (Th.) I. 290 [Arms] waes swa geaem- 
togod on his inno$e swa swa he waes aer on his geleafan.] 
1555 Eden Decades W. Ind. 11. 1. (Arb.) no They had 
emptied theyr quyuers. 1602 Carew Cornwall 20 b, An 
ill . . saved Harvest soon emptieth their old store. 1623 
Conway in Ellis Grig. Lett. 1. 292 III. 157 Bleeding, [I 
will] emptie my vaynes. 1667 Milton P. L. 1. 633 Tnese 
puissant Legions, whose exile Hath emptied Heav'n. 2697 
Dryden Virg. Georg, iv. 493 Empty the woolly . Rack, and 
fill the Reel. 1763 J. Brown Poetry $ Mus. iii. 31 The 
Kettle is in Part empty’d in the Morning. 1791 Cowpek 
Iliad xvin. 356 All our houses . . Stand emptied of their 
hidden treasures. 1798 Canning New Morality^ 40 in 
Anti- Jacobin 9 July (1852) 202 Empty all thy quiver on 
the foe. 

b. To transfer the whole contents of (a vessel, 
etc.) to another receptacle. Const, fin, into, 
upon. Also fig. 

2598 Shaks. Merry W. n 1. iii. 15 Empty it In the muddie 
ditch, 1833 Ht. Martinkau Cinnamon 4* Pearls v. 90 
Markets into which we can empty our warehouses. 1865 
Dickens Mut. Fr. I. 122 Bob carried .. one of those iron 
models of sugar-loaf hats, .into which he emptied the jug. 

e. To drain away, pour off, clear out (the con- 
tents of anything). Also fig. 

1578 T. N. tr. Conq. W. India 31 That with two pumpes 
they might not emptie the water. 2823 Lamb Elia, Ser._ n. 
xxiii. 1x865) 39b To perceive all goodness emptied out of him. 

2 . To unburden, discharge, clear of ( with obs.) 
certain specified contents. Chiefly transf. ^vAfig. 

1526 Pilgr. Perf. (W. de W. 1531) 103 Pry.de . , fylleth a 
man or woman full of. .vaynglory . . but mekenes emptyeth 
them. 1555 Eden Decades W, Ind. Pref. (Arb.) 55 Whether 
the sandes of the ryuers. .bee so emptied with gotde. 1593 
Hooker^ Eccl. Pol. iv. x. (1611) 147 Emptying the Church 
of euery such rite and ceremony, a 1628 Preston New 
Covt. (1634) 397 The spirit of bondage . . empties a man of 
all righteousness. 1667 Milton P. L. m. 731 The neigh- 
bouring Moon With borrow d light her countenance triform 
Hence fills and empties. 2850 Tennyson In Mem. vur, ii, 
And all The chambers emptied of delight. 2874 Morley 
Compromise <1886) 240 Formularies, which he has first to 
empty of all definite . . significance. 

3 . refl '. Of persons : Chiefly said of Christ, after 
Gr. k/civooae kavrdv (A. V. ‘ made himself of no 
reputation *) Phil. ii. 7. Formerly also, to exhaust 
all one’s resources. 

1579 Fulke Heskins' Pari. 114 He emptied himselfe.. 
taking the shape of a seruant, 1652 N. Bacon Hist. Disc. 
Ivii. 170 But emptied themselves to the utmost for his 
delivery. 1658 Whole Duty Man xvii. § 11. 142 Christ 
emptied himself of all. .glory and greatness. 1742 Watts 
Imfrov. Mind (1801) 355 Jesus the mediator emptied him- 
selt for our sakes. 188a Farrar Early C hr. I. 380 He., 
emptied Himself of His glory . .as the. .co-equal Son. 

4 . refl. Of a river, etc. : To discharge itself into 
another river, the sea, etc. ; said also of a blood- 
vessel. 

1555 Eden Decades W, Ind. (Arb.) 284 A branche of Nilus 
which emptieth it selfe in owre sea. 1651 Hobbes Leviath . 
ii. xxix. 173 The Veins, .empty themselves into the Heart. 
1725 De Foe Voy. round World 11840) 306 A large river 
empties itself into this bay. i860 Tyndall Glac. 1, 34 The 
river, .empties itself into the lake. 

b. intr. for refl. Now chiefly in U. S. 
a 1682 Sir T. Browne Tracts 165 The Rivers Arnon, 
Cedron, Zaeth, which empty into this valley. 1692 tr. 
Sallust 50 All these together empty'd into Rome as into the 
common sewer of all disorder, 2796 Morse A mer. Geog. I. 
385 Sheepscot river, .empties into the ocean. 1864 G. P. 
Marsh Man Nature 402 Until the year 1714, the Kander 
. .emptied into the river Aar. 

5 . intr. fox refl. To become empty. 

2633 B. Jonson Epitkalamion Wks. (1838) 718 The chapel 
empties ; and thou may'st be gone Now, Sun. 1654 Gayton 
Festivous Notes 100 As his purse failed, or pockets emptied. 
1850 M rs. Carlyle Lett. 1 1 . 109 Now that the town is empty- 
ing. 2885 Manck . Exam. 5 May 5/5 The benches had almost 
emptied for the dinner hour. 

E-mpty-Jia-nded, a. [see Empty a.] Hav- 
ing nothing in the hand : chiefly in phrases, To 
go, come , etc. empty-handed. 

a. Bringing nothing, esp. no gift. Also fig. 

1613 Purchas Pilgr., Descr. India (2864) 40 None . . may 

come before the King with any Petition emptie-handed. 
1775 Sheridan Rivals ir. ii, I guessed you weren't come 
empty-handed. 1850 W. Irving Goldsinitk 31 His daughter 
. . entered her husband's family empty-handed. 1871 Ros- 
setti Poems , Last Confess. 22, I passed a village-fair. .And 
thought, being empty-handed, I would take Some little 
present. 

fig. 1855 Smedley Occult Sc. 258 Proving . . that the pre- 
scient spirit comes empty-handed. 

b. Carrying nothing away. 

1635 Austin Medit. 137 Departing as he [Christ] did 
emptie-handed from the world. 1835 W. Irving Tour 
Prairies 119 He [the hunter] returned empty-handed. 2868 
Freeman Norm. Conq. (1876.) II. vii. 102 At all events 
Swegen went away empty-handed. 

3 S"mptymg, vbl. sb. [f. Empty v. + -ing- L] 

I. The action of making empty. 

1605 Shaks. Macb. iv. iii. 68 Intemperance, .hath beene 
Th' vntixnely emptying of the happy Throne. 1651 Wittie 
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%x. Primrose's Pop. . Err. 297 Bloud-letting ..is. . called ' the 
emptying of the vessels. 

2 . concr. a. What is emptied out of any vessel ; 
also fig. b. pi Yeast {obs. exc. U, S. as an arti- 
ficial spelling for emptins ; see Empting). 

1630 B. Discollim. 23 A few Brewers emptyings. 1813 
Southey Nelson II. 36 Galley slaves, the emptying of the 
jails, and banditti, i860 Emerson Cond. Life, Power 
Wks, (Bohn) II. 333 If we will make bread, we must have 
. -yeast, emptyings. 

• Empurple (emp^'ip’l), v. Also 7 enpurple* 
6 inpurple, 7-8 impurple. [f. En- + Purple.] 
trans. To make purple ; to redden. 

*59<* Spenser F. Q. ixi. vii. 17 Wildings . . whose sides em- 
purpled were with smyling red. 1633 Drumm. of Hawth. 
Cypress Grope Wks. (17 u) zxgThe violets . . impurple not the 
winter, c 1630 — PoemsWks. (171 1) 5 O sacred blush, enpurpl- 
ing cheeks pure skies With crimson wings. 1667 Milton 
jP. L.m. 364 The bright Pavement impurpl’d with Celestial 
Roses smil'd, *755 Johnson, Empurple. 177a Sir W, Jones 
Laura ba The rising flowers impurpled every dale. *804 J. 
Gkahame Sabbath 4S9 That setting sun Is now empurpling 
Scotland's mountain tops. *8. . Mrs. Browning Lam * for 
Adonis v, The blood ran away And empurpled the thigh. 
1884 Hunter & Whyte My Ducats §• Dau. i. (1885) * A 
dye-work, .daily empurpled the stream. 

b. To robe or clothe in purple, rare. 

1598 Florid, Porporare, to impuipleor inroahe with, scarlet. 
*868 Beecher Serm. Crowned Suffering, The ribald 
soldiery, .empurple him [ Christ J. 

[Empurpled (emp^upfid), ppl. a . [f. pree. + 

-ed Lj That is made or turned purple ; reddened. 

1708 J. Philips Cyder { 1807) 60 Down rain th’ impurpled 
halls, ambrosial fruit. 1790-1813 A. Wilson Sheph. Dream 
Poet. Wks. xi Bleaters, nibbling o’er th’ empurpled plain. 
*8. , Macaulay Ivry, We thought of Seine’s empurpled flood, 
b. Clad in or covered with purple. Also fig. 
*860 T. Martin Horace 55 Barbaric monarchs* mothers, 
and empurpled tyrants fear. 1878 Masque Poets 30 The 
empurpled ease Of her Greek couch. 

Empurpling (empfJupliij), ppl a. [f. as prec. 
+ -ing-.] a. That makes purple, reddens, b. 
That grows purple. 

1793 Coleridge Songs of Pixies ix, The impurpHng vale. 
*797 Mrs. Radclifff. Dalian xxx. (1824) 696 An empur- 
pling and reposing hue. 

Empusa (empizrza). Also 7-9. empuse. [a. 
Gr. epwovcra.'] 

1 . In. classical sense : A hobgoblin or spectre 
supposed to be sent by Hecate. 

1603 Holland Plutarch's Mor « 598 Little children, 
whom they use to scarre with the fantastical illusion 
Empusa. 1647 J ER * Taylor Dissuas. Popery t. i. $ 10 
This was well tried of old against an Empuse that met 
Apollonius Tyaneus. 1855 Smedley Occult Sc. 72 A near 
kinsman of the classical Empusa. 

+ 2 . A hobgoblin, spectre, phantom. Oils, 

1621 Molle Camerar. Lip. Libr. rv. 264 This faire bride 
is an Empuse or Hag. *678 Cudworth Intell. Syst. 1. ii. 
62 An Empusa, Phantom, or Spectre. *708 in Kersey 
*775 hi Asil. *847 in Craig ; and in mod. Diets. 

T 8. Comb.y as in empusa-land. Obs. {nonce-wd.) 
*799 W. Taylor in Robberds Mem. 1 . 305 When I return 
from empusaland to reality. 

4 . A genus of the family Entomophthorem. 
f Emptrzzle, v. Obs. In 7 empuzzeL [f. 
En- + Puzzle sb, or vl\ Dans. T o puzzle. 

1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. 1, i. x It hath empuzzeled 
the enquiries of others, .to make out how, etc. 

Empyema (empiy'ma). Path. [mod. L., a. 
Gr. kpirvijipa a gathering, suppuration, f. epmji-ctv 
to suppurate.] 

1 . ‘A collection of pus in the cavity of the pleura, 
the result of pleurisy. The term has also been 
used to denote any chronic inflammatory effusion 
in the chest ’ (Syd. Sac. Lex.). 

16*5 Crooke Body of Man 367 You.shall open a mans side 
diseased of the Empyema. 1702 c. Mather Magn. Chr. 
vii. (1852) App. 606 All his. .skill in anatomy could not pre- 
vent its producing an empyema, 1878 T. Bryant Prod. 
Surg. I. 569 Suppuration in the antrum, or Empyema. 

2 . In wider sense : Suppuration, rare. 

*866 A, Flint Princ. Med., (1880) 149 The term empyema 
only expresses the existence of pus, without indicating its 
situation. 1880 tr. Ziemssen's Cycl. Med. IX. 545 This so- 
called Empyema of the Gall bladder. 

+ 3 . ‘An operation to discharge all sorts of 
matter with which the midriff is loaded by making 
a perforation in the Breast’ (Kersey). Obs.~° 
1721-1800 in Bailey. 1775 in Ash. 

+ Empye'matous, a. Med. Obs. rare- 1 , [f. 
Gr. l/mwj/mT- stem of cpirbrjpa + -OUS.] Belong- 
ing to or suffering from Empyema. So f Em- 
pyema'tic [see -10]. 

*661 Lovell Hist. Anim. # Min. 45 Eaten by those that 
have the peripneumony, or are empyematous . . and those, 
that spit forth empyematous matter. *684 tr. Bond’s Merc. 
Compit. [Nettle] is good for. .empyematick persons. 

+ Empyic, a. Med. Obs. rare. [ad. Gr. kpmuc - 
6s suppurating.} That suffers from Empyema. 

[*657 Phys. Did. y Empyici , are such as have an imposthume 
or bladder broken in the side of the Lungs.] 1684 tr. Bonet's 
Merc. Compit. v. *41 This Sinus is especially considerable in 
tapping Empyick persons. 

t Easipy’ioal, a. Path. Obs. rare— 1 . [£ prec. 
+ -AL.]=prec. 

*758 J- S. Le Bran's Oherv. Surg. in The weight of the 
Fluid m an empyecal [szk] Person. 
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4 v. Obs. rare~~ t . [ad. F. empirer, 

variant of OF. empeirer : see Impair.] trans. r Io 
impair, make worse. 

*566 Drant Horace's Sat. ii, F v b, Let furious fortune 
frowne . . She cannot much empyre our cates, 
f £mpyr@ f a. Obs. Also 4 empiry, 6 empire, 
[ad. mecLL, {cselum) empyreum, empyrium ; see 
Empyreal.] «= Empyreal, Empyreal. 

1340 Hamfole Pr. Consc. 776 x pis heven is cald heven em- 
piry. *520 Myrr. our Ladye 302 Heuen empyre. *549 
Compl. Scot. 48 The hauyn empire. 1594 Dickenson Aris- 
bas (1878) 30 His heroique spirit .. hath ascended to the 
Empyre heaven. 

[Empyreal (empi-rfal, empirral), a. Forms: 
5 imperyal, 7 empyreall, emperial, imperial(l, 
7-8 empyrlal(l, 6- empyreal, [f. Med.L. em- 
pyreus , empyrsms , f. Gr. epirvp-os fiery) + -al.] 

1 . Of or pertaining to the Empyrean or highest 
heaven. Alsoy%*. 

148* Caxton Myrr. nr. xxxii. 184 And that is called the 
heuen Imperyal. c 1590 Marlowe Faust vi. 63 The seven 
planets, the firmament, and the empyreal heaven. 1652 
Caryl Job xiv. 12, 604 The imperial heaven, which is called 
the Seat of the blessed. 1667 Milton P. L. vii. i^Into the 
Heav'n of Heav'ns I have presum’d, .and drawn Empyreal 
aire. *732 Pope Ess. Man 11. 23 Go soar with Plato to th 
empyreal sphere. *850 W, Irving Mahomet vii. (1*853) 39 
Seated securely in the empyreal heavens. 

b. Of or pertaining to the sky or visible heaven ; 
celestial. 

1744 Akenside Pleas. Tin ag. 1. 202 Amaz’d she views The 
empyreal waste. *88a Whinfield tr. Omar Khayyam 64 
Yon palace whose roofs touch the empyreal blue, 
e. quasi-xA 

1827 Keble Chr. V., Quinquages. Sund., Happy souls . . 
Plunge in th’ empyreal vast. 

2. fig. Sublime, elevated, superior, rare.^ 

1641 Milton Ch. Govt. 11. (1851) 143 A mortal! thing among 
many readers of no Empyreall conceit. 1735-6 H. Brooke 
Univ. Beauty 1. 194 Empyreal natures with empyreal 
names, a 1797 W. Mason Ode to Truth iv. 39 Shall a form. * 
of mould’rmg clay, Vie with these charms empyrial ? 

3 . In etymological sense : Fiery; composed of 
or resembling the pure element of fire. Also fig. 

1601 Deacon & Walker Spirits Divels 93 They, .consist 
of empyriall orfierie bodies, a *71* Ken Hymns Evang.. 
Poet. Wks, 172* I. 6 A chariot . . Of brightest empyreal 
Substance built, 1809 W. Irving Knickerb. 1. L (1849) 32 
Certain empyreal, luminous or phosphoric, clouds, 
f 4 . Ghent. Capable of supporting combustion. 
Empyreal air*. Scheele’s name for oxygen. Obs. 

1780 tr. Scheele's Experiments 35 Since this air is abso- 
lutely necessary for the generation of fire ..I shall hence- 
forth. . call it empyreal air. *812 Sir H. Davy Ckem. Philos. 
226 Only two undecompounded empyreal substances have 
been as yet discovered. 

T b. (See quot.) Obs. 

180* Herschel Sun in Phil. Tram. XCI. 303 An elastic 
gas, which may be called empyreal, is constantly formed 
fin the sun]. 

Empyrean (empirran, emprrian), a. and sb. 
Also <) empyrian, 7-8 empyrsean. [f. as prec. 
+ -AN.] 

A. adj. Of or pertaining to the sphere of fire or 
highest heaven. Also fig 

1614 Raleigh Hist. World 1. 3 It pleased God first of all 
to create the Empyrean Heaven. 1682 Sir T. Browne Chr, 
Mor. 9.3 The pearl we seek for is not to be found in the 
Indian, but in the empyrean ocean. *796 Morse Amer. 
Geog, I. 27 Above the starry sphere . . finally the empyrean 
heaven, or heaven of heavens. 1805 Wordsw. Prelude iv. 
(1850) 98 Drenched in empyrean light, a 1839 Praed Poems 
(1864) IL 306 From the Courts of the Empyrean dome 
Came forth what seemed a fiery car. 

B. sb. 

1 . The highest heaven. In ancient cosmology the 
sphere of the pure element of fire : in Christian use, 
the abode of God and the angels. Also fig. 

1667 Milton P. L. vii. 73 Divine Interpreter sent Down 
from the Empyrean, *755 in Johnson. 1847 Ld. Lindsay 
Chr. Art I. Introd. 32 The empyrean, the first work of 
creation and the residence and throne of God. 1878 New- 
comb Pop. Astron. *v. 408 The empyrean, or kingdom of 
fire. 

2 . tram f a. The visible heavens or firmament, 
b. The whole extent of cosmic space. 

1808 J., Barlow ColmnE iv. 456 O'er great, o’er small 
extends his physic laws, Empaims the empyrean, 1821 
Craig Led. Drawing v. 262 The vast empyrean of the sky; 
1880 M. Patoson Milton xiii. 179 The physical universe 
itself [becomes]’ a drop suspended in the infinite empyrean, 
t Empyre “H2Sl» Obs. Also empyrseiim. [a. 
L, empyreum ( cselum ) the fiery heaven or sphere 
of fire,] = Empyrean B, x. 

1647 Crash aw Music's Duel 91 In th* empyrseum of pure 
harmony, a *68oButler Rem. (1759) I. ir Prove, if they are 
other Suns. .Or Windows in the Empyreum. a 1711 Ken 
Hynmotkeo Poet. Wks, *721 III. 200 Through Empyreum 
..Thousands of thousands their bright Beams display. 1777 
Priestley Matt. $ Spir. (1782) I. vi. 67 When the Christian 
* • has ranged the regions of empyreum for some thousands 
of years. 

t Empyr eu*m(e . obs. rare. Anglicized form 
of next. 

1665 G. Harvey Advice agst. Plague 24 They impress an 
Empyreuine upon the intrails for want of subtil dissipative 
arts.. 1727 Bradley Fain. Diet. s. v. Angelica, There may 
e Danger of an Empyreum from another Fire. 


Empyretuua (empirz 7 *ma). Also y empy. 
ruma ; pi empyreumata. [a. Gr. e/xnbpevpa a 
live coal covered with ashes, f. lyrrvpcbuv to set 
on fire.] 

f 1 . (See quots.) Obs. 

*643 J. Steer tr. Exp. Chyturg. vi. 20 That outward heat 
doth draw unto it Empyruma, that is, heat left by the fire 
in the burned part 1656 Ridglky Prod. Physick 66 The 
Empyreuma, or Atoms of the fixe must first be called forth. 
2 . The * burnt’ smell imparted by fire to organic 
substances. 

*641 French Distill i. (1651) 13 A certain Empyreuma, or 
smatch of the fire. _ 1736 Bailey Housk. Diet. 18S If the 
cassia be drawn, low it is very subject to an empyreuma. 
1794-6 E. Darwin ZooiuiZqd 1. 195 Our victuals, .are adul- 
terated with salt, spice, oil, and empyreuma. *838 Hogg 
Life Mielley II. 423 A disgusting taste, .gravely pronounced 
to be only an empyreuma. 

i 3 . In pi. 4 JLiltle feaverish remains, after a crisis. 
Also that thick viscous matter which settles at 
the bottom of distilled Water’ (Phillips), Obs.— 0 
1721-1800 in Bailey. *775 in Ash; 
Empyreumatic^erapin^mse-tik), a. [f. Gr, 
kp.wvpevp.uT- stem of kpirvpcvpa + -ic.] Pertaining 
to, or having the quality of, Empyreuma; tasting 
or smelling of burnt organic matter. 

*669 W. Simpson Hydrel. Chym. 163 That fetid empyreu- 
matic oyl which we see. *746 R. James Introd. Moufefs 
H ealtiis Improv.' 42 The Mass . . is . . of a disagreeable Smell, 
empyreumatic, bitter. 1791 Hamilton Berihollet's Dyeing 
I. 1. 1. v. 78 A dark coloured and empyreumatic phlegm. 
1862 Cornh. Mag. VI. 607 One pipe.. represents a dose of 
nicotine and empyreumatic oil. 

Empyreumatical (empm/mse-tikal), a. [f, 
as prec. + -ical.J — . prec. 

1667 Boyle Orig. Formes Qual , Other Empyreumaticall 
oyles. 1669 — Contn. New Exp. 11. 11682) 196 The Fiesh 
had contracted a taste and a smell veiy empyreumatical. 
1725 Bradley Fam. Did. s.v. Nutmeg , To avoid the Em- 
pyreumatical Impression it would otherwise take. 1872 
Baker Nile Tribut. ii. 35 The Arabs, .prepare their tanned 
skins with an empyreumatical oik 
t Empyreu matism. Obs. rare- 1 , [f, as 
prec. + -ism.] Iniection with an Empyreuma. 

1669 W. Simpson Hydrol. Chym, 19* Accusing its medical 
preparations of empyreumatisni. 

Enipyreumatise (empmT-matoiz), V. [f. as 
prec. 4 - -1ZE.J trans. To infect or taint with an 
Empyreuma. Hence Empyreu-matized a. 

*846 Blackw. Mag. L1X. 113 The smell of empyreuma- 
tised grease, .wafted to the nostrils. 

Exnpyric, etc., obs. (erron.) f. of Empiric, etc. 
Empyrical (empi-rikal), a. rare [f. Gr. 
epwvp-os burnt + -10 + -al.] a. Of or pertaining 
to burning or combustion, b. ‘ Containing the 
combustible principle of coal’ (Smart 1847). 
t Empyro'sis. Obs. rare — \ [a. Gr. ep-rrypeoms 
n. of action f. epwvp6-c.1v ~ kpTrvpeveiv to set on 
fire.] A general fire, conflagration. 

1677 Hale Prim. Orig. Man. 2x7 The former Opinion 
that held these Cataclysms and Empyroses universal. *775 
in Ask. 1847 in Craig ; and in mod. Diets. 

Bmroche, obs. var. of Emerald, Emerod. 
fE*mrose. Obs.—° 1 Probably a garden Ane- 
mone {A. coronaria L. ?) ’ (Britten and. Holland). 

1708 in Kersey, Emrose , a flower. *721-1800 in Bailey. 
*775 in Ash. 

t ’BmseTves, pron. Obs. [See ’Em.] = Them- 
selves., 

*699 T. C. tr. Tally's Offices (1706) 3* They'd hardly ever 
trouble ’emselves so far. 

Emte, obs. variant of Emmet. 

Emtory, variant of Emptory, Obs. 

Emty, obs. variant of Empty. 

£mn, variant, of Emeu. 

+ Eimi'Cid, a. Obs ~° [f. E- prefix + L. mucid - 
us mouldy.] Mouldy. 

1656 in Blount Glossogr. *721 in Bailey. *847 in Craig. 
t E’mulable, a. Obs. rare— 1 , [f. L. xmul-are 
to Emulate + -able.] Worthy of emulation. 

1693 Leighton Comm. 1st Pet. iii. 13 (R.) None are so^ 
complete but they may espy some . , emulable good .. in 
meaner Christians. [In mod. Diets.] 

+ E mulate, a. Obs. rare— 1 , [ad. L. stmttldi- 
its pa. pple of zamula-ri to rivah] Ambitious, 
emulous. 

1602 Shaks. Ham. l i. 82 Prick’d on by a most emulate 
Pride. , ' 

Emulate (eunlA), v. Also 7 eemnlate. [i 
L. xmuldt- ppl. stem of aemula-ri to rival.] 

1 . trans. Of persons : To strive to equal or rival 
(a person, his. achievements or qualities) ; to copy or 
imitate with the object of equalling or excelling. 

*589. Warner Alb. Eng. Pros®' Addit. u 612) 347 So much 
doe I emulate, not enuie thy glorie. *665 Boyle Occas. 
Reft. v. ix. (16751 330 The disparity of Circumstances be- 
twixt their own Condition, and that of those they ^Emulate. 
*694 Dryden To Sir G. Kneller 80 Contemn the:' bad, 
and Emulate the best. 1752 Hume Ess. Treat. (1777) 
I. 224 The whole world emulates Athens and Rome. 1883 
F. M. Peard Contrad. I. 12 When will you emulate Sir 
Archibald in the art of saying pretty things ? 

2 . Implying some degree of success : To vie 
with,, rival, attain or approach to equality with. 

*807 G. Chalmers Caledonia I. hi. iii. 341 He emulated 
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the Scottish kings in splendour. 1828 Scott F. M. Perth 
xiii My royal nephew will soon emulate his father’s wisdom. 
1872 Yeats Growth Comm. 52 Many of the Greek states 
emulated Tyre in commerce and opulence. 

b. Of things: To vie with, rival, equal or 
closely approach in any quality. 

*598 Shaks. Merry ' W, in. iii. 58, I see how thine eye 
would em ulate the Diamond. 1660 Boyle New Exp. Phys. 
Meek, xxx vii. 307 They were wont . . to emulate . . the appari- 
tion of Light. 1661 Boyle Exanien iii. \ 1682'' 21 The Cor- 
puscles. .tend to. .emulate a spring. 1725 Bradley Fam. 
Diet. s.v. Sy co mo re, The Liquor emulates that of the Birch. 
1833 Miss Mitford in L’Estrange Life III. i. 2 Lady 
Madalina Palmer is working one [a carpet] which emulates 
die paintings of Van Huysum. 

’I* 8. intr . To make it one’s ambition, strive in a 
spirit of rivalry (to do or obtain something). Const. 
inf Ohs. 

1597 J. Payne Royal Exch. 40 Emulate to he nerer there 
■good hegynnings. 1610 H. Hutton FoUie's Anat, 49 
Vulcan. . did not strive, Or emulate to be superlative. 1649 
G. Daniel Tr inarch., Hen. V, ccxvi, He.. Emulated more 
to Dye. 

^ 4. trans. To desire to rival (a person, his 
fortune, achievements, etc.) ; hence , to be jealous 
of, envy, feel a grudge against. Ohs. 

1611 Tourneur Ath. Trag. v. ii, I begin to emulate thy 
death. 1624 Heywood Gwtaik. 207 An opposite faction 
which emulated his ■ goodnes.se.. 1634 Trapp Comm. Ps. 
ixxiii. 3, I aemulated, and stomached their prosperity. 

■ 5. In occasional uses: fa. ?To woo, contend 
emulously for (< ohs .). % b. To excite the emu- 

lation of. rare ~ *. 

1603 Drayton Bar. Wars 1. xlvii, We see the early rising 
Sunne, With his bright Beames to emulate our sight. 1804 
Monson in Owen Wellesley Disp. 529 Each emulated the 
other to deeds of glory. 

Emulating (e*miz*L?itir)), ppl. a. [f. Emulate 
p. + -ing 2 .] That emulates. Also Jig. 

16x0 Healey St. Aug. Citie of God xiv. iii. (1620) 474 
Who is more enuious, contentious, emulating and wrath- 
full against them then he? #3777 Fawkes tr. Smart's 
Whs. (1791) II. 159 If e’er a lyre at unison there be. It swells 
with emulating harmony. 


■ Emulation, (emizri ,? 1 jan). Also 7 sem-. [ad. 
L. semulatidn-em, 11. of action f. mmula-ri . ], 

1. The endeavour to equal or surpass others in 
any achievement or quality; also, the desire or 
ambition to equal or excel. 

In early use the word is peril, more freq. applied to the 
mental emotion ; in mod. use the notion of active effort is 
always in some degree present. 

1552 Huloet, Emulation, zelus. 1555 Eden Decades W. 
Ind. 1 Arh.) 59 To prouoke & encorage other forwarde natures 
to themulation of their vertues. 1612 Brinsley Lud. Lit . 
v. (1627) 48 Provoking emulation of the Schollers. 1622 
B. Jonson Pref Verses in Mabbe tr. Aleman's Guzman 
D*Af., This Faire simulation, & no envy is. 1674 Boyle 
Tkeol. comp. w. Nat. Philos. 197 Imitation or Emulation 
oftentimes makes many others addict themselves to it [a 
branch of study], c 1790 Burke Sp. Short. Pari. Wks. X. 
85 The spirit of emulation has also been extremely increased. 
1828 D’Israeli Chas, /, II. xi. 274 Their emulation . . ter- 
minated in personal antipathy. 1882 Hinsdale Garfield 
<§• Educ. 1. 36 He was always generous in his emulations. 

+ 2. Ambitious rivalry for power or honours ; 
contention or ill-will between rivals. Ohs. 

1588 in Bari. Misc. (1809) II. 97 The dissension and emu- 
lation that I have seen , .between private captains for vain- 
glory. 1594 Shaks. Rich. Ill, 11. iii 25 Emulation, who 
shall now be neerest, Will touch vs all too neere. 1612 
T. Taylor Comm . Titus i. 6 (1619) 103 What heart-greife 
was it to Jacob to see such daily emulation betweene Leah 
and Rahel ? 1646 Buck Rich. Ill , 1. 13 lulius Caesar, was 
. .a great Captaine, although his Emulation cost an infinite 
quantitie of., humane blood. 1651 Reliq. Wotton (1685) 
608 A great emulation fallen between the Queens Agent; 
and the Polish Orator there. 

f 3. Grudge against the superiority of others ; 
dislike, or tendency to disparagement, of those 
who are superior. Ohs. 

1561 Eden A rteNauig. Pref. , This enuy of emulation pro- 
ceadeth of some singuler vertue of them that are so maliced. 
1596 Drayton Leg. iii. 323 For Emulation ever did attend 
Upon the Great. 1605 Bacon Adv. Learn. 1. vii. § 6 Con- 
stantine the Great, in Emulation was woont to call him 
Parietaria, Wall Flower. 1606 Shaks. Tr. <$• Cr. 1. iii 134 
Pale and bloodlesse Emulation. 1695 Bp. Patrick: Comm. 
Gen. 492 Zilpah’s Sons . . were thought to have less emula- 
tion to him, than the Sons of Leah, 3773 Smollett Humph. 
Cl. (18x5) 127, I am. afraid we sometimes palliate this vice 
[envy], under the specious name of emulation, 
f 4. As rendering of semulatio (Vulg.), 'jealousy’ 
(ascribed to God). rare— 1 . 

*609 Bible (Douay) Ps. Ixxvii. 58 In their gravens they 
provoked him to emulation. 

Emulative (e*miz?l/tiv), a. [f. L. mmulat- 
ppl. stem of semula-H (see Emulate v.) + -ive.] 

1. That results from or is characterized by emu- 
lation.- : : 


*593 R. Harvey Philad. 23 Memprise slewe his manly 
brother, .to be out of his emulative danger, a 1659 Cleve- 
land Poems, On Flyzx She. .in an emulative Chafe, .begg’d 
thy Shrine her Epitaph ? 1763 Hoole Jer. Del. v. (R.), 
All, with emulative zeal, demand To fill the number of th’ 
elected band. 1828 D’Israeli Chas. I, I. iv. 65 The people 
were invited to ruin their families in emulative costliness. 
2. That tends to emulation ; disposed to rival, 
copy, or compete with. Const, of. Also fig. 

1748 Richardson Clarissa (1811) I. xxxviil 283, Noble 
minds, emulative of perfection. . 1791 HvBOEsmRD Salmag. 


138 Dick’s breast with emulative ardour glows. 1829 Scott 
Anne of G. ii. The sound was re-echoed, .from precipice to 
precipice, with emulative thunders. 1871 Ruskin Fors 
Clav. xl 11 The peasant’s wife, .emulative of Queens Pene- 
lope, Bertha, arid Maud. 

E’mulatively, adv. rare. [f. pree. + -ly. 2 ] 
In an emulative manner. 

1754 Richardson Grandisan (1811) IV. vii. 56 Both hands 
were so emulatively passive. 

Emulator (.e-mizH^toP. Also 7 emulator, 
emulatour. [a. L. emulator zealous imitator.] 

1. One who emulates, in good or bad sense, 
fa. A rival, competitor; also, one who en- 
viously disparages. Ohs. 

1589 Greene Menaphon (Arb.) 81 You are friendly emu- 
lators in honest fancie. 3600 Shaks. A. V. L. 1 . 1 150 An 
enuious emulator of every mans good parts. 1628 tr. 
Camden's Hist. Elis. n. u688) 198 George Buchanan, his 
Emulatour . . set him forth . . as one more mutable than the 
Chameleon. 1750 Johnson Rambler No. 54 The emotions 
which the death of an emulator or competitor produces. 

b. A zealous imitator ; one who strives to equal 
the qualities or achievements of another. Const of. 

1652 J. Hall Height Eloquence p. Ixii, Hyperides is a 
great Emulatour of Demosthenes. 1738 Warburton Div. 
Legat. App. 30 A happy emulator of the eloquence of Cicero. 
1837-9 Hallam Hist. Lit. Lciil § 128 A diligent emulator 
of Groeyn , . was . . Linacre. 1875 J owett Plato ed. 2) I. 158 
Emulators and disciples of the culture of the Lacedae- 
monians. 

If 2. (In the Bouay-Rheims Bible.) Used to 
render L. semulator : a. One who is zealous for 
a cause, etc. ; const, of. b. Applied to God : A 
'jealous ’ being, one who brooks no competitor. 

1582 N. T, (Rhem.) Gal. 1 14, I . .being more aboundantly 
an emulator of the traditions of my fathers. 1609 Bible 
(D ouay t Ex. xxxiv. 14 God is an emulatour. — 2 Macc. 
iv. 2 The . . emulatour of the law of God. 

t Emulatory, a. Ohs. rare- 1 , [f. prec.; see 
-ORY.j Of the nature of emulation. 

_ 1621W. Sclater Tythes (1623) 160 Too fond emulatory 
imitation of, etc. 1627 Bp. Hall Farew. Serm. Fam. Pr. 
Henry Wks. 463 [At Court] you see . . emulatory officious- 
nesse. 

t E*mulatress. Ohs. rare. [f. Emulator - f 
-ESS.] A female emulator. Also Jig. 

1620 Shelton Qmx. 1 . 11. i. 65 History, the Emulatresse of 
Time. 1741 Richardson Pamela (1824 > I Ixxvii. 436 , 1 was 
not willing my girl should give way to the noble emulatress. 
1832 in Webster; and in mod. Diets. 
tEmnla*trix» Ohs. rare- b [a. L . semuld- 
trix, fern, otaemulator Emulator.] = Emulatress. 

1651 Howell Venice 198 Genoa, her Sister Republic and 
old Emulatrix. 

t E-muXe, v. Ohs. rare. Also semule. [ad. L. 
semul-dri to Emulate.] — Emulate v. 

1816 Southey Poet's Pilgr. iii. 20 The young Nassau, 
Emuling that day his ancestors’ renown. 

Emulge ^mz>id 3 ), V. Phys. [ad. L. emulge-re 
to milk out.] trans. To drain (secretory organs) 
of their contents. Hence Emudging vhl. sh. and 
ppl. a. 

i68x tr. Willis's Rem. Med. Wks. Voc., Emulging vessels 
or arteries, or veins. 1784 Cullen First Lines clxxii. Wks. 
1827 I. 625 Vomiting . . emulges the biliary and pancreatic 
ducts. 1844 T. Graham Dom. Med. 325 The pill No. 104 
. . does not assist so much in emulging the biliary ducts, and 
giving tone to the bowels. 

Emulgence (imzrld^ens). rare. [f. as if ad. L. 
*emulgentia , f. emulgent-em : see next and -ence.] 
The action of milking out. 

3674 Staveley Rom. Horseleach (1769^ 48 [Indulgences] 
for the purpose of drawing money from the people . . have 
not improperly been called Emulgences. 1879 G. Meredith 
Egoist I. 254 As though it [a woman’s worship] could he 
bandied to and fro without emulgence of the poetry. 

Emulgent (zhirrld^ent), a. and sh. Phys. [ad. 
L. emulgent-em, pr. pple. of emulge-re to milk 
out : see Emulge.} 

A. adj. That £ milks out * ; esp. * applied to the 
vessels of the kidneys, which are supposed to 
strain or milk the serum through the kidneys ’ 
{Syd. Soc. Lex.). 

3578 Banister Hist. Man v. 82 The Emulgent veynes. 
1621 Burton Anat. Mel. 1. i. w. ii, The branches of the 
Caua are . . inward seminail or emulgent. 1670 Phil. Trans. 
V. 2081 Passages, by which the Chyle may come into the 
Emulgent .. Vessels. 1675 Evelyn Terra (1776* 23 The 
Fibres, .are as it were the Emulgent veins. 3783 W. Keir 
in Med . Commun. I. 330 The right emulgent vein was., 
large. 3835- 6 Todd Cycl. Anat. I. 223/2 The case of the 
emulgent arteries. 

B. sh. = Emulgent vessels. 

x6xa S. H. Much . Med. II. 128 An immoderate heate 
drawing ouermuch bloud by the emulgents. 164 6 Sir T. 
Browne Pseud. Ep. iv. v. 188 The Azygos . . in its descent 
doth furnish the left Emulgent with one veyne. 3788 
Baillie in Phil Trans. LXXVIII. 357 The right spermatic 
vein was found to open into the right emulgent. 

t Emulo*sity. Ohs. rare [f. Emulous (as If h. 
*asmuIos-us) + -ity.] Rivalry, dispute. 

1716 M. Davies Ath. Brit. n. 147 Our Pamphlet decides 
the Emulosity with a short piece of Latin Prose and Verse. 
— Ibid. 175 Historiological Emulosities. 

Emulous (e-mizftas), a. Also 6 Sc. ymulis, 
7-8 eemulous. [f. L. semul-m of same meaning -f 
-ous.] 

1. a. Desirous of rivalling, imitating, obtaining. 
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Const, of + b. Of things : Closely resembling, 
imitative of (ohs. rare). 

3398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. vii. Ixiv. ('1495) 280 In 
theym that haue the I>epra that hyghte Elephancia the 
colour and hewe is emulous. 1667 Milton P. L. vt 822 By 
strength They measure ail, of other excellence not emulous. 
a 1721 Prior Ep. Mr. Howard 59 Good Howard, emulous 
of the Grecian art. 3796 Burke Regie. Peace Wks. VIII. 
291 Emulous of the glory of the youthful hero. 3850 Kings- 
ley Alt. Locke x. 118761 xrO Emulous of Messrs Aaron 
Levi & Co. 1856 Emerson Eng. 7 rails. Result Wks. 
(Bohn) II. 135 Kingdoms emulous of free institutions. 

2 . Filled with emulation ; actuated by the spirit of 
rivalry, ’f F ormerly also in weak e r sense : = Rival#. 

36x7 Bp. J. Hall Contempt I- 147 The fire issuing from 
God upon their [Moses’ and Aaron’s] emulous opposites. 
1625 K. Long tr. Barclay's Argents Hi. v. 164 The two 
semulous suiters. 3649 Bp. Hall Cases Cause, iv. il (1654] 
300 The emulous Schools of Sammai and Hillel. 3725-6 
Pope Odyss. vi. 105 /Emulous the royal robes they lave. 
3853 Longf. Gold. Leg., School Salerno, Where every 
emulous scholar hears . . The rustling of another’s laurels I 
1876 Geo. Eliot Dan . Der. vl xlv. 421 The stream of 
emulous admirers. 

t 3. a. Greedy of praise or power, b . Envious. 
1606 Shaks. Tr. Cr. n. iii. 243 He is not emulous, as 
Achilles is. 3633 Bp. Hall Bard Texts 206, 1 am censured 
by some emulous accusers. 1655 -60 Stanley Bist. Philos. 
(1701) iii/i What a Son thou hast, now may All my aemu- 
lous Neighbours say. 

4. Of actions, feelings, etc. : Proceeding from, 
or of the nature of, emulation or rivalry, f Also, 
zealous, earnest (ohs.). 

1535 Stewart Cron. Scot. III. 431 Turtle all your mad 
murning In ymulis prayer and Lin] grit louing. 3693 
Smallridge Jnl. Caesar in Dryden Plutarch IV. 466 This 
passion was a kind of aemulpus . struggle with himself. 3782 
V. Knox Ess. (18x9 II. cxvl 288 The profusion of emulous 
extravagance. 1848 Macaulay Bist. Eng. 1 . 408 Poets 
sang with emulous fervour the approach of the golden age. 
1871 Rossetti Poems, Sonn iv. Kiss, Till love’s emulous 
ardours ran, Fire within fire, desire in deity. 

Emulously (e*miz/tasli), tidv. [f. Emulous a. 
+ -ly.] In an emulous manner. Also Jig. 

1647-8 Cotterell Davila's Bist. Fr. (1678) 2 Emulously 
getting possession of. 1677 Life in Cleveland's Gen. Poems, 
Many intermediate Stages, .contended as emulously for his 
aboad, as the seven Cities for Homer's Birth. 1734 tr. 
Rollin' s Auc. Hist. (1827) II. ir. 108 Men emulously strove, 
who should show the greatest gratitude towards the gods. 
1876 Bancroft Hist. U. S. III. xxiii. 566 Women, .emu- 
lously drive the spinning-wheel from sunrise until dark. 

Euiulousuess .e’miz^bsnts). rare- 0 , [f. Emu- 
lous a. - 1 - -ness.] The state of being emulous. 
1721-3800 in Bailey. 3775 in Ash; and in mod. Diets. 

Emulsic (iinz? lsik), a. Chem. [f. Emuls-in + 
-ic.] Related to Emulsin. 

Watts Diet. Chem. II. 486 Emulsic acid 

Emulsification (/m^lsifik^i'/an). [f. Emul- 
sify v. See -FiCATiON .] 

a. The action of the vb. Emulsify, b. spec. 
in Pathology : ‘ The last stage of fatty degenera- 
tion in which the structures become softened and 
semi-liquid, consisting of an albuminous fluid con- 
taining oil-globules ’ (Syd. Soc. Lex.), 

3876 Harley Mat. Med. 30 The process of emulsification. 

Emulsify (imarlsifai), v. [f. L. emuis- ppl. 
stem of emulge-re to milk out + '-(i)fyJ trans. To 
convert into an emulsion. Also absol. 

1859 Todd Cycl. Anat. V. 106/1 The fat had., been 
minutely subdivided and emulsified. 1881 Times 4 Jan. 3/5 
Dr. Maddox obtained sensitive photographic plates by 
emulsifying bromide of silver in liquid gelatine. 

Hence EmuTsifying vbL sh. and ppl. a . 

3875 H. Wood Theraf. (1879' 442 No emulsifying substance 
was contained in the intestine. 3876 Foster Phys. 11. 1 
(1879) 231 Bile . . has by itself a slight . . emulsifying power. 
1883 Taylor Hardwick's Photogr. Chem. 378 He prefers 
emulsifying with a very small quantity of It. 

Emulsin (rinzHsin). Chem. [f. Emuls-ion + 
-in.] A neutral substance contained in almonds ; = 
Synaftask. 

1838 T. Thomson Chem . Org. Bodies 682 The investigation 
of emulsin was taken up by Mr. Richardson, 1872 Thudi- 
chum Chem. Phys. 4 Emulsine or synaptase of almonds. 
3876 HArley Mat. Med, 627 The maceration allows of the 
solution and reaction of the. .emulsin. 

Emulsion (z'mzrljbn). Also 7 eirmlction!. 
[ad. mod.L. emulsion-em , n, of action f. iL. emul.- 
gere to milk out. In Fr. emulsion.] 

+ 1. The action of ‘milking out’, fig. Cf. 
Emulge v. 

1658 J. Robinson Eudoxa Pref. 4 My wished end is, by 
gentle concussion, the emulsion of truth. 

1 2. (See quot.) Ohs. 

3657 Phys. Diet., Emulsions, the steeping or dissolution 
by steeping of any seeds or kernels in liquor till it come to 
the thickness of a jelly. 

2. a. A milky liquid obtained by bruising al- 
monds, etc. in water, b. Pharmacy . ' A milky 
liquid, consisting of water holding in suspension 
minute particles of oil or resin by the aid of some 
albuminous or gummy material ’ {Syd. Sac. Lex.), 
Also attrib, 

1612 Ench. Med. II. 338 Also an emulction prepared of 
Almonds. 1664 Evelyn Kal. Hort. (1729) 208 Emulsions 
of the cooler seeds bruised. 37x2 tr. Pomet's Hist. Dmtgs I. 
22 Gourd Melons . . are chiefly us'd for Emulsions. 1875 
Darwin Insectiv. PL vi. 327 Leaves immersed in anemul- 
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sion of starch. 1880 'Nature XXI, 436 A special arrange- 
ment upon a gelatine emulsion plate. 

. Emulsionisse i ftnarljanaiz), v. [f. Emtj lsiqn 
4* -iZE.j tram. To make into an Emulsion. 
Elenee Emu'lsionized ppl. a. 

187a Huxley Phys. vi. 154 Fats are. .emulsionized by the 
bile, 1881 G. L. Carricic Koumiss 46 An emu Lionised 
fluid, in which casein is suspended. 

Emulsive (ifotHsiv), a. [f. L. emuts- ppl. 
stem of emulge-re (see prec.) 4- -jlve.] That has 
the nature of an Emuls'On. 

i86i_ Hulme tr. Moqum-Tandon n. in. 189 Milk is an 
emulsive fluid. 

t Emirnct, ct. Oh. rare. [ad. L. emunct-us, 
pa. ppie oi emimgere to wipe the nose. The L. 
phrase, emunctie navis homo a man of 6 keen scent ’ 
{Jig.) gave rise to the use of the pple. in sense 
* acute’.] Of the judgement : Keen, acute. 

1679 Prance Addit. Narr. Pop. Plot 5 Your Highness, 
being of so deep and emunct a Judgment. 1657 Evelyn 
Niimmn. ix. 297 The Nose . . as the Emunct Judicious, 
f Emumction. Ohs. rare. [ad. L. enmnction- 
em a wiping of the nose, n. of action f. emimgere 
to wipe the nose.] 

1. The action ol" wiping the nose ; hence transf. 
of clearing any of the passages of the body. 

1615 Croqke Body of Man 538 We haue often seen that 
Medicines applied to the eyes haue through these holes 
past into the nose, and so haue beene cast out either by 
emunction or by the mouth. 1684 I. Mather Remark. Pro - 
2nd. (1846) 212 After the use of unctions and emunctions. 

f 2, Excretion. Oh. Cf. Emunctory, 

1650 Bulwer Anthropomet. ii. (1653) 71 The curious 
emunctions of the pares. 

Emiinctory (hnz> rjktori), a. and sb. Phys. [ad. 
mod.L. emunctdri-us excretory , emunctor-ium a 
means of cleansing by excretion (in classical L. used 
for ‘ a pair of snuffers ”), f. emungSre : see prec.] 

A. adj. a. Of or pertaining to the blowing of 
the nose. b. That has the function of conveying 
waste matters from the body. 

*547 Boorde Brev. Health ccxliv. 83 The nosethrylles be 
the emunctorye places of the brayne. 1725 Bradley Pam. 
Diet. s.v. M nsk, It apparently filtrates thro’ the emunctory 
Glands. 1858 Polson Law L . 160 He found a sufficient 
substitute in his emunctory powers. 1864 Eastwicke 
Resid. Persia 1 . 11 There was nothing but coughing, sternu- 
tation and emunctory movements for the next half hour. 

B. sb. 4 A cleansing organ or canal; a term 
applied to the excretory ducts and organs of the 
body’ (Syd. Soc. Lex.). Also fig. 

[1543 Traheron Vigo's Chirurg. Gloss., Eimmctoria ben 
the clensyng places, as the flanckes, the armeholes, etc.] 
x6oi Holland Pliny Gloss., Emunctories be those kernelly 
places in the body, by which the principall and noble parts 
doe void their superfluities. 1651 Biggs New Disp. 172 
I" 234 God hath ordained sufficient Emunctories for any 
filth whatsoever. 1767 Sterne Tr. Shandy ix. xx, Blow 
your noses,— cleanse your emunctories,— sneeze, my good 
people. 1821 New Monthly Mag. I. 440 The nose is the 
emunctory of the brain. 1834 Bushnan in tire. Sc. II. 21/2 A 
third great emunctory has to be added ; namely, the kidney, 
f Emunctuary . Oh., bad form of prec. 

1373 J. Jones Bathes Bncksione 15 a, By the proper 
emunctuaries, as out of the head, by the nose, mouth, eares, 
eyes, palate, etc. 1649 Bulwer Pathomyot. 11. ii. 106 The 
extreme part of the Face, .is the emunctuary of the senses. 
tEmu xicture. Oh. rare . [f. L. emunct - ppl. 
stem of emunge-re to wipe out + -uee.] 
a. The action of wiping, fig. b. * Emunctory. 

1541 R. Copland Guydon’s Quest . Chirurg , The sayd 
parietalles. .are the holes of the eares, and the instrumentes 
mamylares of y B emunctures. 1674 Turnor Case of Bankers 
fy Creditors § 7. 31 This neat Emuncture or wipe. 

t Emimda-tion. Obs. [ad. L. emunddtion-em , 
n. of action f. emunda-re to cleanse, f. e out 4- 
mund-us clean,] The action of ceremonial cleans- 
ing or purification. 

1609 Bible (Douay) Ps. Ixxxviii. 45 Thou hast destroyed 
him from emundation. 1652 Gaule Magastrom. 39 This 
they apply to the ceremoniall emundations or purifactions. 
1731-1800 in Bailey. 1775 in Ash. 

+ Eimrnge, v. Obs. [ad. L. emungg-re to wipe 
or blow the nose,] trans. To wipe out, cleanse ; 
also fig. (as in Lat.), to cheat. 

Hence Emu'nging vbl. sb. 

1684 H. More Myst. Iniq. 127 The emunging of the people 
of their mony. 1846 Landor Exam. Shaks. Wks. 1846 II. 
265, I did indeed spit it forth, and emunge my lips, as who 
should not ? 

Emure, a var. of Immure v. and sb., in the 
Shaks. folio 1623. 

1588 Shaks. L . L . L . in. i. 12 Thou wert emured, re- 
strained. 1606 — Tr. $ Cr. Prol. 9(1623) To ransacke Troy, 
within whose strong emures The rauish’d Helen, .sleepes. 
f Emusca'tion, Obs. [as if ad. *L. emusca- 
tion-em, n. of action, f. emusca-re to cleanse from 
moss, f. e out + muscus moss.] The action of cleans- 
ing (the trunk of a tree) from moss. Also fig. 

1664 Evelyn fiylva (167 9) Advt., Let them read for emus- 
cation, cleansing it of the moss, 1675 Plot Stajfordsk, 
(x686) 385 They cure it . . by emuseation. 1721-1800 in 
Bailey. 1847 in Craig ; and in mod. Diets. 

Emydian (fmrdian). Zool. [f. Gr. Ipvh- stem 
of kfivs the f resh-water tortoise 4- -ian. ] A tortoise 
of the genus Emys. 
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2854 Owen in Circ. Sc. (c 1863' II. 69/1 Side-walls .. are 
added in the fresh-water species (ernydians'. 

Emydin (e'midin). Chart, [f. as prec. 4 - -in.] 

4 A substance obtained from the eggs of the tor- 
toise, having probably a similar constitution to 
vitellin ’ {Syd. Soc. Lex.). 

x83z Watts Diet. Chew. II. 487 Emydin forms white, 
hard, transparent grains, very soluble in dilute potash. 

EmydosauriaH. (emidtfjso® rian). Zool. [f. 
emydo -, combining form of Emys, + Saurian.] A 
crocodile. 

1837 Penny Cycl. VIII. 162/1 They [Crocodilidm] form 
the Lorieata of Merrem and Fitzinger, and the Emydo- 
saurians of De Blainviile. 

Einyr, obs. form of Admire. 

!i Emys (e*mis). In pi. emydes. Zoot. [mod. 
L., a. Gr. kfjLvs the fresh-water tortoise.] The 
ordinary fresh-water tortoise. 

1843 Fenny Cycl. XXV. 57/2 Certain Emydes . . tend to 
the Sea-tortoises or Turtles . . and yet exhibit characters 
peculiar to themselves. 1873 Geikie Gt. Ice Age 492 App., 
Remains of the elephant .. the beaver, the emys. .and goats. 

Emyspery, obs. form of Hemisphere. 

En, early ME. variant of In. 

Hall-, prefix \ the form assumed in Fr. (as also in 
Pr., Sp., PgA by the L. prepositional prefix in - 
(see In-). The Eng. words in which it appears 
are partly adaptations of Fr. (occasionally Sp.) 
words, either of L. descent or formed in Romanic, 
and partly original formations upon Eng. words. 

A. Forms. 

1. In modem orthography and pronunciation en- 
becomes em - before b and p, and occasionally 
before m. This rule was not fully established in 
spelling before the 17th c. ; in ME., as in OF. 
and OSp., enb-, enp - are more frequent than emb-, 
emp -, though the latter may perhaps represent 
what was the actual pronunciation. 

2. In ME. (as in OF.) en-, em-, freq. became an-, 
am- (a form which survives in Ambush). This 
an-, am-, like the native prefix An- i, was often 
reduced to a- : see Appair, Aprise. Conversely, 
the prefix a- of various origin was often changed 
into en-, as in embraid. 

3. From 14th c. onwards the prefix In- (Im-) has 
been frequently substituted for en- (em-) ; and, con- 
versely, en- {em-) has been substituted for the prefix 
In- (Im-) of words of L. or It. origin, and for the 
native Eng. In-. Nearly every word, of long 
standing in the language, which is formed with 
en- has at some period been written also with in-. 
Hence it is often impossible to determine whether 
in a particular word of Eng. formation the prefix 
en- or in- is due to the analogy of words of Fr., 
Lat., or purely Eng. origin; in many instances it 
must have been applied merely as a recognized 
Eng. formative, without reference to the analogy 
of any individual word. In 17th c. the form in - 
{im-) was generally preferred ; the now prevailing 
tendency is to use en - {em-) in Eng. formations, 
and where the prefix represents Fr. en- ; and in 
mod. reprints of 17th c. books, and in Diets., the 
in - (im-) of the original texts is often replaced 
by en - {em-). In some words, however, as em-, 
imbed, en-, inclose, the form with in- still occurs, 
but in most cases less frequently than the en- 
forms ; in a few instances in- has entirely super- 
seded en-, even where the latter is etymolo- 
gically more correct, as in imbrue , impair , in- 
quest. In a few words {e.g. Ensure, Insure) the 
alternative forms have (in very modern times) been 
appropriated to express different senses. As a 
general rule the en - and in- forms are in this Diet, 
treated as belonging to one and the same word. 
A word still surviving in use is treated in the 
alphabetical place of its now more frequent form. 
In the case of obs. words, where there is no de- 
cided preponderance in usage, the choice of the 
typical form has been determined by etymological 
considerations : thus the adapted words from Fr. 
or Sp. with en-, arid new formations app. on the 
analogy of these, are by preference placed under 
E ; while words app. formed on Latin analogies, 
or prob. originating as compounds of the Eng. prep. 
In, will appear under I. 

The substitution of in- for en- has in part been due to 
notions of etymological fitness, the Romanic en- having 
been regarded as a corrupt and improper form of the L. in-, 
while the Eng. formations in en- were either referred to L. 
analogies or treated as compounds of the native preposition. 
The phenomenon seems, however, to be partly of phonetic 
origin. The sound of fej initial and unstressed has in care- 
less speech ^ tendency to pass into (e) or d' » cf. the colloq. 
pronunciation of ejfect, ellipse, essential. Hence such, forms 
as embed , imbed > enclose , inclose are in familiar pronuncia- 
tion really homophones ; many persons use the forms in 
writing, and (unconsciously) the in- forms in speech. Front 
the occurrence of spellings like inbassed for embassade in 
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the fourteenth century, it may be surmised that the tendency 
to £ raise ’ the initial (e) has existed from an early period, 

B. Signification and uses. 

The applications of the prefix in Fr. (Pr., Sp., 
Pg.), and hence in Eng., are substantially identical 
with those of the L. in-, which was used to form 
vbs. (i) from sbs., with sense ‘to put (something) 
into or on what is denoted by the sb. J , or f to put* 
what is denoted by the sb. 4 into or on (some- 
thing) ’ ; (2) from sbs. or adjs., with sense 4 to 
bring or to come into a certain condition or state, to 
invest with a certain quality ’ ; (3). from other vbs., 
with added notion of ‘ within’, ‘ into’, ‘upon’, or 
4 against ’, or with merely intensive force. Many 
L. or late L. words of this formation came down 
into Romanic, and have thence been adapted in 
Eng. In Romanic the prefix was extensively 
applied in the formation of new words, in strict 
accordance with L. analogies, exc. that in forma- 
tions upon vbs. the notion of 4 against * rarely or 
never occurs. In Eng. the analogy of the many 
words with en- adapted from Romanic gave rise 
to the extensive application of the prefix in the 
formation of Eng. words, its functions being the 
same as in Fr. 

The compounds of En- which have been in 
general use, or which require special comment, are 
given in their alphabetical place. The following 
are examples of those which are merely nonce- 
words, or of very rare occurrence. (See also Em-). 

1. Verbs formed by prefixing en- to a sb. 

a. With general sense 4 to put (something) into 
or on what the latter member indicates ’ : 

f Enambush, to place in ambush ; f enangle, 
to put into an angle or corner ; encell ; encentre, 
to place in the centre of something ; enohair; 
f enchariot ; eneist, to shut up in or as in a cist 
or chest ; f encoach, to seat in a coach ; encoil, 
to wrap in or as in a coil ; + encouch, to lay upon 
a couch, fig. ; encraal, intr. for refi., to lodge in a 
kraal ; e» crochet, to enclose in brackets ; encup, 
to place in or as in a cup ; er cushion, to seat on 
a cushion ; enfeature, to exhibit on the features ; 
t engammon, to put or {intr. for refi.) get into the 
haunch (of a pig) ; t en S ao1 (* n quots. fig.); en- 
garb, to put into a garb, clothe ; engarment, 
to case as in a garment ; englamour, to surround 
with illusion; f engown, to dress in a gown; 
t engy ve, to put in gyves or fetters ; enhusk ; 
fenjourney, {refi.) to start on a journey; fen- 
kennel ; enkerchief ; f enkernel ; f enlaby- 
rinth, to entangle as in a labyrinth; f enlead ; 
enmagazine, fig. ; f ennet, to entangle; fen- 
niche, to set up in a niche, as a statue, fig. ; 
enrib, to put within the ribs ; fenseat, to in- 
stall ; enshadow ; enshawl, to wrap in or cover 
with a shawl; enshell; fenshelter; fen- 
slumber, to lull to sleep, lit. and fig. ; f ensoap 
(see quot.) ; f enstage, to put upon the stage (of 
a theatre) ; f enstock, to set in the stocks ; f en- 
tower, to imprison in the Tower ,* f envapour, to 
shroud in vapour ; enwall, to enclose within walls ; 
enzone, to engirdle. 

ct6tt Chapman Iliad xv m. 475 Within a vale . . they . . 
*enambush’d them. Ibid. x. 257 Enambush’d enemies. 
17. . Cawthorn Elegy Capt. Hughes 28 Th’ enambushed 
phalanx. ? a 1400 Morte Arth. 3782 His enmye * en- 
angylles abowte oure excellente knyghttez. 1632 S parke 
Prim. Devoi. (.1673) 623 App., What a deal of sulphur . . 
was *encelled against that day [Nov, 5]. 1836 R. Vaughan 
Mystics (i860) II. xm. iii, 272 Here dwells chaste coolness, 
safe encelled. 1843 E. Jones Sens. $ Ev. in If when the 
day was fine. ,*Encentred in this meadow, one revolved In- 
quiring gaze. 1839 Tennyson Last. Town. 104 Sir Lancelot, 
sitting in my place *Enchair’d. 1652 Benlowes 
Postill for Author, Speculations high, *Enchariot Thee 
Elijah-like to th* Skie I Ibid. x. lxxv. 188 Elijah-like . . To 
be encharioted in fire. 1888 Rhys Hibbert Led. 173 The 
dragons continued . .*encisted in the subterranean lake, a 1618 
J. Davies Wittes’ Pilgr. Wks. 1876- 22 (D. ) Tamburlaine. . 
*encoacht in burnisht gold. 1839 Bailey Festus (1848 » 32/1 
This world, within whose heartstrings I feel myself*encoiled. 
1596 Edward III, n. i. 14 * Encouch the word, .with such 
sweet laments. 1832 Blackw. Mag. May 729/1 The lane 
where gipsy gang nad *encraai’d. 1806 Southey Lett. 
(1856) I. 397 He will, .^encrochet [ ] thus what Hyems has 
to copy. 1881 Mrs. H. Hunt Childr. Jems. 144 The 
convent, .lay. ,*encupped in hills. 1819 H. Busk Vestriad 
iv. 725 Or in gilt equipage *encushion’d sit. 1843 E. Jones 
Poems, Sens. <4 Event 43 The joy . . in his face and eye. . 
*enfeatured. 1673 R. Leigh Transpr. Reh. 23 Ratts *en- 
gammon’d in the fat Hanches of the Arcadian Sow. x 593 
Shaks. Rich. II, 1. iii. 166 Within my mouth you haue 
*engaol’d my tongue. 1844 Ld. Houghton Mem. Many 
Sc., Valentia 200 Engaoled in this unhealthy time. 1831 
Fraser’s Mag. IV. 139 The canting philanthropist, *en- 
garbed as a quaker. 1859 Miss Mulock Romant. T. 101 
The form which *engarmented that pure . . soul. 1804 
Dicey in Daily Tel. 15 July, The memory of a great past 
still *englamours them [the Danes]. 1613 G. Fletcher 
Christ’s Bloody Sweat in Farr S. P. Jos; / (1848) 336 
Here saw he lawyers soberly *engoun*d. 1603 Florio 
Montaigne 11. viiL (1632) 224 We. .are *engived and shackled 
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in them farms]. 1788 Burns Ep. H. Parker 12 A fiery 
kernel *Enhusked by a fog infernal. 1596 R. L[inche] 
Diella (1877) 82 The next day, They would *eniourney 
them. 1603 J. Davies Microcosmos 220 That alwaies 
in a Tub *enkenell’d lies. cxSoo Kirke White Poems 
( 1837) 47 Sleep, baby mine, *enkerchieft on my bosom. 18 . . 
M. Arnold Switzerland 1. ii. 3 in Sel, Poems (1882) 123, I 
know that soft enkerchief d hair, a 1843 Southey Nondescr . 
vi. (D.) A happy metamorphosis To be *enkernell’d thus. 
1633 Benlowes Theoph. 1. liii, My soul, *enlabyrinth’d in 
grief. 1598 Florio, hnpiotnbare , to *enlead or fasten or 
couer with lead. Impiombatura , an enleading or fastning 
with lead. 1887 Harper's Mag. July 268 The incendiary 
material *enmagazined in their pages. 1598 Florio, I r re- 
tare, to ensnare or take in a net or ginne, to entramell, to 
*ennet. 1761 Sterne ^ Tr. Shandy 111. xxxviii, He . . de- 
serves to be *en-nich’d _ as a prototype for all writers. 
1854 S. Dobell Balder iii. 20 The strong *enribbed heart. 
1602 Fulbecke Pandect es 65 Whether base artificers are 
to be *enseated • , in places of worth. 1636 W. Denny in 
Anti. Dubrensia (1877) 13 Pendant leaves his head *en- 
shadow’d round. 1883 M. Arnold in Macm . Mag. XLVI. 
143 The soft mantle of enshadowing hills. 3822 Blackw. 
Mag. XII. 69 With what an air of tenderness he *en- 
shawls each ivory shoulder. 1877 Blackie Wise Men 302 
None In mortal frame *enshelled. 1604 Shaks. Oth. 11. 

i. 18 If that the Turkish Fleete Be not *enshelter’d . . they 
are drown’d, c x6xx Chapman Iliad xxiv. 399 The guards 
. . he *enslumber’d. a 1619 Donne Biathan. (1644) iss 
Content to enslumber themselves in' an opinion. 1610 G. 
Fletcher Christ's Viet, in Farr S. P. Jas. I (1848) When 
the senses half enslumbered lie. 1398 Florio, Jnsaponare , 
to *ensope, to sope clothes, .to lay in suds. 1613 Chapman 
Rev. B ussy D' Amdocs Plays 1873 II. 1 14 The splenative 
Philosopher, .were worthy the *enstaging. 16.. Sylvester 
Du Bartas I intend to tye th’ Eternal’s hands, and 
his free feet *enstoek. a 1640 Drumm. of Hawth. Answ. 
Object. Wks. (1711) 214 The *en towering of Henry the VI. 
1605 Sylvester Du Bartas 11. iii. Vocation 555 (D.) A 
black fume, that all *envapoureth. 1610 G. Fletcher 
Christ’s Viet, lvi, His Court with glitterant pearle was all 
*enwall’d. 1864 Blackfriars I. 32 The extent of ground 
thus enwalled. 1832 J. Wilson an Blackw. Mag. XXXI. 
859 The groves that *enzone Greenbank. 1838 'Bait's Mag. 
V. 218 Queens in luxury enzoned. 

b. With general sense * to put what the latter 
member indicates into or upon’ (a person or thing). 

Enamber, to scent or flavour with ambergris (see 
Amber 1 ); encap, to put a cap on; eneolumn, 
to ornament (a wall) with columns ; encoronall ; 
encoronet ; f encowl, to put on (a person) the 
cowl of a monk ; endiadem, to crown, in quots. 
fig. ; enfignre, to adorn with figures; f enfrieze, 
to ornament as with a frieze ; f enfringe, to 
sew fringes upon ; f engall ; Hr engold ; t en- 
grape, to cover with grapes ; f enhoney, fig. ; 
f enlaurel, to crown with laurels ; enleaf, to 
adorn with leaves, to wrap in leaves ; f enmitre ; 
enmoss ; enrut ; ensaffron, to tinge with yellow ; 
ensand; ensandal,^.; f enscreen; fensilver; 
fensearf ; f enspangle ; f ensparkle ; enspell, 
to cast a spell upon; f enspice ; f enstomach, 
to encourage; ensulphur; fentackle, to furnish 
(a ship) with tackle ; f entask ; enfincture ; 
f entinsel, to cause to glitter ; f entnrf ; enver- 
durs ; enwood, to cover with trees. 

i63z in Phil. Collect. XII. 105 Buying. .Amber and other 
requisites, and *Enambering therewith .. Sugar. 1847 
Illust. Lond. Nezvs 16 Oct. 256/1 His brow *encapt With 
the gloomy crown of Care. 180S R. Porter Trav. Sk. 
Buss. 4 Swed. (,1813V I. iv. 27 The regal pride of *en- 
columned walls. 1858 E. C as wall Poetns 170 With .. 
golden pillars *encoronall’d. 1881 Palgrave Vis. England 
47 If an alien King *Encoronet thy brow ? 1612 Drayton 
Poly-olb. xxiv, King Alfred. .Left his Northumbrian crown, 
and soon became *encoul’d, 1818 Shelley Misery 439 
Lady whose imperial brow Is *endiademed with woe. 1819 
Blackw. Mag. V, 322 Endiadem’d with . . fleecy-silver’d 
cloud. 1774 Poetry in Ann. Reg. 211 Behold The tissued 
vestment of *enfigur’d gold. 1648 Herrick Hesper. I. 233 
The Roome is hung with the blew skin Of shifted snake ; 
*enfreez’d throughout W ith eyes of peacocks trains. 1714 
Orig. Canto Spencer xxxix. 2 White Robes, infring’d with 
Crimson Red. 16x1 Florio, A jffielire. . to *engall or enbitter. 
1383 Wyclif Bar. vi. 7 Trees . . *engoldid and ensiluered. 
— Rev. xvii. 4 And the womrnan was. .engoldid with gold, 
and with precious stoon. 1523 Skelton Garl. Laureh Dyce) 
656 Vinis*engrapid. 1603 Florio Montaigne 11. xii. 11632) 289 
To *enhonny and allure us to these opinions. 1620 Davies 
Past, to W. Browne, Foe-men to faire skils *enlawreld 
Queene. 1789 P. Smyth tr. Aldrich’s Ar chit. (1818 i 99 The 
bell of the capital . . is *enleaved. 1837 L. Hunt Blue- 
stocking Revels iii. 39 Fruit. . Enleaf d on the bough. 1598 
Florio, Inmetriare , to *enmitre, to crowne with a mitre. 
1818 Keats Endym. 1. 231 Meadows that outskirt the side 
Of thine *enmossed realms. 1882 H. Merivale Faucit 
o/B. III. 11. xix. 153 Over which distance these *enrutted 
tracks made their uneasy way. 1:1630 Drumm. of Hawth. 
Poems Wks. (17111 6 Phoebus in his chair, *Ensaffroning 
sea and air. 1879 T. Hardy Return Native 11. ii, A stra- 
tum of ensafifroned light. 1533 Skelton Garl. Laurel 
(Dyce) 654 With alys *ensandid about in compas. 1853 
B. Taylor in Blackw. Mag. LXXIII. 744 Belted with 
beech and *ensandal’d with palm. 1641 M. Frank Serm. 

ii. (1672) 530 Heaven might now *enskarfe itself in a scarlet 
cloudy 1665 R. B. Comment. 2 Tales 42 Let night’s sable 
Curtain *enskreen these dark actions. 1382 Wyclif Bar. 
vi. 7 The trees of hem . . also engoldid, and ^ensiluered* 
1648 Herrick Hesper Mistress M. Will and, Sent 
T’ *enspangle this expansive firmament. 1593 Nashe 
Christ's T. (1613^ 144 Why *ensparkle they their eyes with 
spiritualiz’d distillations? 1884 J, Payne 1001 Nights VII. 
285 Her glances *enspelled all who looked on her. 1598 
Florio, Jnspeciare, to *enspice. 1545 T. Raynold Womans 


hooke 59 The midwife. . *enstomaky«gher topacience. cxStx 
Chapman Iliad x. 7 Or opes the gulfy mouth of war with 
his *ensulphur’d hand. 1819 Blackw. Mag. IV. 565 From 
the surge of hell’s ensulphei ed sea. a 1539 Skelton Garl. 
Laurel (Dyce) 545 Your storme driven shyppe I repared 
new So well *entakeled. x6o6 Sylvester Du Bartas 1. iv. 
(1641) 32/1 The Heav’ns have. . *entaskt my layes. 1768 S. 
Bentley River Dox>e 6 Windows so Story-bedight : ‘ En- 
tinctur’d, Devotion to aid. 1652 Benlowes Theoph. xn. Ii, 
Spangles. .*Entinseling like Stars the dew. 1523 Skelton 
Garl. Laurel (Dyce) 6ssThe bankis *enturfid with singular 
solas. Ibid, 666 *Enverdured with laurel leves continually 
grene. 1850 Mrs. Brovvnin q P oems 1 , 121 Enverduring the 
green Of every heavenly palm. 1816 L. Hunt Rimini iv. 
81 The shade Of some ^en wooded field. 

2. Verbs formed by prefixing en - to a sb. or adj., 
with general sense Ho bring into a certain con- 
dition or state 5 . 

t Enanger, to make angry ; enapt, to make fit, 
qualify ; enarbour, to convert into an arbour ; 
t enazure, to render azure ; f encalm * Becalm ; 
t eneanker ; eneannibal ; encharnel (see Char- 
nel ^A 1 ), to bury; f encinder, to burn to ashes ; 
+ encluster ; encommon ; f endoubt { 'rcjl ,), to 
feel doubt, apprehend; f on drudge (refill, to en- 
slave oneself ; t endry ; t enearnest ; enfamous ; 
f enfavour, to take into favour, to get (oneself) 
into favour, ingratiate ; + enfear ; f enfertile ; 
t enfieree ; + enfort, to convert into a fort, for- 
tify; enfree; enfoul; enfreedom; enfroward; 
t engallant ; f engarboil, to throw into com- 
motion ; englad ; engloom, to render gloomy, 
change into gloom ; engod ; engolden, to make 
golden, also inir. to become golden ; f en grand ; 
engreen ; f enlengfck ; enlife ; f enlusty, to 
delight; enmass ; fenripe ; f enruby ; enruin ; 
fensad; fensafe, whence ensafer; ensaint ; 
enscroll; enserapb; enserf; fensober; f en- 
sound, to make sound; fenstable; ensucket 
(cf. Socket, sweetmeat), to sweeten ; entempest ; 
f enthirst ; entrough, to hollow out like a trough ; 
envineyard ; enwaiter, to turn into a waiter ; 
t enwaste ; f enwine, to convert into wine ; 
+ enwoman ; f en worthy, to make worthy ; 
t enwrack, to bring to wrack, ruin. 

1491 Caxton Vitas Pair. 1. xxx viii. (1495 1 532/1 The 
lorde .. strongly *enangred came to the sayd pytte. 1651 
Jackson Creed xi. xvii. in Wks. X. 346 A diligent servant 
to a . . cruel master . . is thereby well *enapted . . to be dili- 
gent. 1883 Harper's Mag. Nov. 946/1 Stairs *enarboti red 
by vines. 1630 B rath wait Eng, Gentlenvom. 301 That 
[woman] *enazures her seered veines. 1563 J. Shute Cam- 
bine's Turk. Wars 34 b, Seeinge the ship *encaulmed. 
1489 Skelton Elegy Earl Northvmb. (Dyce) 142 With 
my rude pen *enkankerd all with rust. 1854 Blackw. 
Mag. LXXV. 131 If Mr. Parkyns had not *encannibaled 
himself. 1875 Myers Poems , Renew. Youths The rulers 
came, *Encharnelled in their fatness. 1593 Nashe Christ’s 
T. 31 b. Many goodly streets . . they *encindred. c 1630 
Drumm. of Hawth. Poems 130 What Bands (*enclustred) 
neare to these abide. 1607 Sylvester Du Bartas II. iv. 
ii, Good becomes more Good, the more It is *en-cora- 
mon’d. 1661 Feltham Resolves 11. lxxxii. 366 Their M ys- 
teries might not .. be .. encommon’d. <7x400 Rom. Rose 
1664 If I ne hadde *endoutet me To have ben hatid. a 1656 
Bp. Hall Rem. Whs. (1660) 29 Such is every one that 
*endrudgeth himself to any known sin. a 1440 Sir Degrev. 
418 My perkes ar stroyed And reveres *endreyde. 1603 
Florio Montaigne 11634' 55 ° Vicissitude doth. . *en-earnest 
my minde. 16x3 Browne Brit. Past. 11. i. (1772) 1 1 . 39 Padus 
silver stream . . *Enfamoused by rekeles Phaeton, a 1650 
Sir S. D’Ewes A ntobiog.iiZig) 1 , 377 Some wit, to enfamous 
the rare confidence of Mr Felton [made an anagram on his 
name.] 1639 Saltmarshe Policy 275 How to *enfavour 
yourself with those you discourse with. 1650 Fuller Pisgah 
n. i. 62 For to *enfavour themselves with the Emperor. 
Ibid. v. ii. 144 If any shall enfavor me so far. 1584 Hudson 
Du Bartas ’ Judith, A woman’s look his^ hart *enfeares. 
16x0 Holland Camden's Brit. ii. 46 The rivers Dee . . and 
Done . . *enfertile the fields. 1680 Morden Geog. Rect. } 
A frica ( 1685) 445 Enfertiles all the Countries through which 
it passes. 1596 Spenser F, Q. iv. iv. 8 More *enfierced 
through his currish play. 1580 Sidney, etc . Psahn exxv, 
With her hilly bullwarkes Roundly *enforted. 1885 D. C. 
Murray Rainbow Gold I. n. ii. 201 So is the stream of 
every human passion *enfouled or filtered by the heart it 
flows through. 1599 Sandys Etiropte Spec. (1632^ 170 The 
Free Cityes • • have ... *enfreed themselves from the Pope, 
1606 Shaks. Tr. <y Cr. iv. i. 38 To render him, Forthe en freed 
Anthenor, the faire Cressid. 1874 Pusey Lent. Serm. 181 En- 
freed by God. 1588 Shaks. L. L. L. in. i. 125 *Enfreedoming 
thy person. 1874 Pusey Lent. Serm. 248 God’s . . enfree- 
doming, ennobling grace. 1599 Sandys Europce Spec. (1632) 
795 The only prickles that so *enfroward mens affections. 
1599 B. Jonson Cynthia's Rev. iv. i, If you could but endear 
yourself to her affection, you were eternally *engallanted, 
<31641 Bp. Mountagu Acts 4- Mon. (1642-67 To *engarboyle 
the Church upon high termes of Heresie. Ibid. 242 To en- 
garbofle disputes with needlesse assertions. 1523 Skelton 
Garl. Laurel (Dyce) 530 The larke. .Of the soneshyne *en- 
gladid wkh the lyght. 1604 SuppUc. Masse-priests § x 
[These things] doe . . exceedingly possesse and englad our 
hearts. x6io G, Fletcher Chris fs Tri. over Death ii. 
Th’ engladded Spring. 1795-9 Southey & R. Lovell Poems 
89 Night’s *englooming sway Steals on the fiercer glories 
of the day. 1874 Pusey Lent. Serm, xo8 We might have 
been as God, yea .. *en godded. 2825 L. Hunt Redfs 
Bacchus in Tuscany Poet. Wks. (i860) 386 That Vaiano 
Which *engoldens and empurples in the grounds there of 
my Redi. 1849 Taifs Mag. XVI. 348 Yon wreath’d bower 
Engoldened with the westering sun. x86o Pusey Min. 


Proph. 521 The whole world was ^engoldened with evan- 

f elical preachings. 1655 Fuller Hist. Camb. (1840) 186 
'his duke . . by all means endeavoured to *engrand his 
posterity. 15. . F. Davison in Farr S. P,, Eliz. II. 327 
■* Engreening . . those pleasant mountagnets. 1877 Blackie 
Wise Men Greece 74 Engreen the hills, c 1530 More A nsw. 
Frith Wks . 1 037/1 He hath somewhat *enlengthed it oHate. 
1603 Daniel Panegyr. King xvii, A new season . . Begins to 
enlength the days. 1599 T.M[oufet] Silkwormes Ded., A 
.. little flame . . to *enhfe for aye the same. x8. . Lov ell 
Poet. Wks. (1879) 403 With wise lips enlife it. 1483 Caxton 
G. de la Tour A j, This swete songe *enlustyed me. 1878 
H. M. Stanley Dark Cont. I. xv. 392 The heroes of the 

f reat raid are *enma$sed in view. 1503 Skepk. Kalender ii, 
‘or I *enripe . . Fruits of the earth, a 1520 Skelton Bowge of 
Courte z The sonne . . enryped hath our corne. x6xx Florio, 
Arrobinare, to *enruby, to make ruddy. 1876 J. Ellis 
Csesar in Egypt 344 That dread shock. .Left here *enruin’d 
. . A city. 1634 Sir S. D’Ewes ‘JruL (1783) 55 A particular 
newes which much *ensadded my heart. 1652 Sparke 
Prim. Devot. (1663) 564 To rescue and > ensafe us. I did. 
xix *Ensafers of God’s onely begotten Son. 1599 Nashe 
Lent. Stujje 58 Saint Gildarde.. the Pope so *ensainted. 
1864 Spectator 538 Like Charlemagne a high ensainted 
king. 1880 Argosy XXIX. 469 The aspect of some en- 
sainted phantom. 184,2 Genii, Mag. May XVII. 479 
Three ostrich feathers *enscrolled. 1858 E. Caswall Poems 
X44 The Seraphs. .Amidst their songs *enseraph’d me. 1882 
\V. B. Weeden Soc. Law Labor 86 The *enserfed^ free- 
holders bought their freedom. 1651 Jer. Taylor Course 
Serm. 1. xiii. 170 God sent him sharpnesses, .to *ensober 
his spirits. 1562 Bulleyn Dial. Soreues 4 Chir. 23 a. 
This decoction . . doeth *ensounde * . the member. 1534 
Whittinton I icily es Offices 11. (1540) 89 Whan, .iustyce. . 
Hnstableth and encreaseth the ryches of theues. 1594 
Ztpheria xxiii, So did that sug’ry touch my lips *ensucket. 
x8oo Coleridge Poet. Wks. II. 155 Zeal unresisted Hen- 
tempests your breast, 1640 Bp. Hai.l Chr. Moder. (Repr.) 
14/1 Wine ; whereby he is inflamed and *enthirsted the 
more. 1876 R. Burton Gorilla L. II. 129 The breadth of 
the *entroughed bed varies. 1848 Clough Amours de Voy. 
in. 293 Farewell . ,ye *envineyarded ruins. 1865 Atkenseum 
No. 19 59. 650/1 The *en waitered greengrocer. 1494 Fabyan 
vi. clxxvi. 172 But durynge this siege, the Danys eft *-en- 
wasted y lande of Fraunce. 1548 Geste Pr. Masse 86 
Christes . . bloud [is] *enwyned. 1595 Daniel Sonn. 42 
That grace.. doth more than *enwoman thee. 1626 T. 
H. Caussin's Holy Crt. 64 You desire . . to *en worthy, and 
distinguish your nobility. x686 W. de Brjtaine Hum. 
Prud. xix. 84 You must study to en worthy your self. 1625 
Lisle Du Bartas , Noe 4 O world *enwrackt and over 
flown. 

b. Verbs formed (with sense as above) on adjs. 
or sbs. with the prefix en- and the suffix -en 6 , as 
Enliven, Enlighten. Most of these verbs were 
formed by prefixing en- to an already existing verb 
in -en ; but a considerable number seem to be di- 
rectly f. the adj. or sb. on the analogy of those 
of the former class. For examples see 3. 

3 . Verbs, mostly transitive, formed by prefixing 
en- to a verb, with additional sense of in, or 
simply intensive (in poetry often merely to give 
an additional syllable) ; also vbs. f. en- + adj. or 
sb. - en- (see 2 b). 

f Enaid, to aid, assist ; + encarve ; + enekeck, 
to represent in mingled hues ; t enehequer, to ar- 
range in a chequered pattern; f enclaim ; ■fen- 
cleanse ; f enelog ; t encolden ; f encurb ; 
fenenrse ; f en damnify, to damnify, cause loss 
to; fendart ; t endazzle ; endiaper, to dapple, 
variegate ; t enditek ; endizen, to set forth ; 
J* endrenek ; f endye ; J* eneick ( see Echk v.\ 
to improve; enfasten ; f enfester ; enfoil ; 
f enforge, to invent; t enfreeze ; enfuddle ; 
engarkle, to mutilate ; engaze, to comprehend 
in one’s gaze ; engerminate ; engladden ; 
t englaze, to represent on glass ; enguard; en- 
kamper; f enkang; t enkedge ; + en jangle, 
intr . ; f enjudge ; f enlanguish, to render lan- 
guid ; f enlap, to wrap in (something) ; + en- 
lengthen ; + enlessen ; t ennailden ; fenmin- 
gle ; f enmix ; f enorder ; f enquicken ; fen- 
rive; f enscale, to climb; fenscore, to count; 
enseem, intr. — Seem; fensoak ; f enstuff ; en- 
sweep ; f entame; entkunder, intr.; f entpast, 
intr. to drink a health; + entwist, also fig . ; fen- 
wallow, intr.; fenweaken; fen wed; f en- 
widen ; enwisen, to make wise ; enwrite ; fen- 
wrong, to deprive wrongfully of; + enyoke. 

1502 Ord. Crysten Men (W.deW. iv. vi. (1506)178 Yf we 
haue poorenes of entencyon hj'-m it shal *enayde. 1596 
Fitz-Geffray Sir F. Drake (% 881) 22 ^Encarving characters 
of memorie. x6xx Sylvester Du Bartas 11. iv. Sckisme 
(1641) 228/1 Th’ artful shuttle did *encheck the cangeant 
colour of a mallard’s neck. 1648 Herrick Hesper Oberon's 
Pal. 56 Squirrels’ and children’s teeth late shed Are neatly 
here *encbequered. 1531-2 Act 23 Hen. VIII , c. xThe 
ordinaries *enclaiminge such offenders by the liberties of 
thechurche. 1493 Festivatt (W. de W. 1515) 88 She was 
•*enclensed with the clensynge of the holy ghoost. 1604 
Shaks. Oth. n. i. 70 Traitors ensteep’d, to *enclogge [Qy 
clog] the guiltlesse Keele. 1627 Feltham Resolves r. 
xlvii. (1631) 174 The hands and feet.. are by degrees *en- 
coldned to a fashionable clay. 1555 P'ardle Factions Pref, 
10 The golden graueled springes, thei *encurbed with Marble. 
<2 x450 Kfit. de la Tourxz , Y durst never telle it. .for drede 
of *encursinge. 16x5 Sandys Travels 276 Those who hired 
the fishing, .were *endamnified much by the violent break- 
ing in of the seas. 1592 Shaks. Rom. 4 Jul, 1. iii. 98 More 
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deepe will 1 *endatt mine eye. 1644 ' Milton A reop., An 
eagle . .kindling her *endazzled eyes. 1607 Tragedie CL 
Tiberius. G a (N.) The troubled bosorne of the maine *En- 
diapred with cole- black porpesses. 1598 Flokio, Affos- 
save, to ditch, .about, to *endich. • 1589 Warner AM. Eng. 
v. xxviii, What so else Occurrants. . may interrupt . . Our 
Penne shall not *endizen. 2593 Nashe Christ's T. (1613) 
44 My soule..will . . *endrench rn.ee in.. dolour.' c 1500 
Elegy Hen. V in Percy Reliq. 117 Grounde. . Whiche wert 
* endyed with rede blode. 1635 Pagitt Christianogr. 
App. 21 A thing .. used to *eneich their health. 1848 
Clough Amours deVoy v, 66 To *enfasten the roots of my 
floating existence In the rich earth. 1686 Chardin Travels 
370 Rivulets, that . . *enfertilized the neighbouring parts on 
every side, 1609 J. Davies Holy R oode (1876) 16 tDj Whiche 
His *enfestered sores exulcerates. 1773 J. Ross Fratricide 
iv. 347 Resolved In this next cope to foil or be *enfoiled. 
<r 2440 Partonope 2512 Such vntrouth wolde not he *En- 
forged. .haue. 1596 Spenser Hymn to Love xxi. Thou hast 
*enfrosen her disdainefull brest. 1822 J. Wilson in Blaekw . 
Mag . X II , 1 1 3 Punch our powers insidiously *enfuddles. 1609 
Bp. Barlow Answ. Nameless Catk. 73 The *engarbled An- 
atomie of a damned wretch. 2877 Blackie Wise Men 212 If 
a man could . .soaring sun-ward . . *Engaze the radiant round. 
1874 Pusey Lent. Serin. 305 Unless, grace *engerminate 
in what is spoken. Ibid. 246 Thee. .Who didst. Aengladden 
. .me. 2610 G. F letcher Christ’s Viet. in Farr S. P. Jas. / 
(1848)75 In those windows doth his arms *englaze. 1603 
Shaks. Lear 1. iv. 349 He may *enguard his dotage with 
their powres, And hold our lives in mercy. 1833-9 Single- 
ton Virgil 1 1 . 263 Throughout many a year with awe En- 

f uarded. s88x Palgrave Vis. England 279 The sword- 
ilt in the wound *en hamper’d caught. 0x386 Chaucer 
Monks T. 677 Thow schalt *enhangid ben, fader, certayn. 
1632 Vicars Virgil (N.), Matrons .. In heaps *enhedgd 
it. 1580 North Plutarch (1676) 44 And touch the Harp 
without *enjangling jar. c 1380 Sir Ferurnb. 1959 Whar- 
for to 30W y make my mone; *eniugie > $e my foos. 
1603 FLORro Montaigne 111. xiii. (16321 613 It is pitty 
a man should bee so . . *enlanguished. 1634 Cokaine 
Dianea iv. 329 Her eyes, enlanguished by griefe. x6oi 
Holland Pliny xxxvn. vii. 6x7 By reason of the clay 
wherein they [rubies] be *enlapped. 1646 Sir T. Browne 
Pseud. Ep. 80 A smaller thred and more *enlengthened fila- 
ment. 1548 Geste Pr. Masse 127 To *enlessen theyr paynes 
in [purgatory]. 1603 Florio Montaigne m. xii. 11632)599 
That *enmildens mee. 1781 Burgoyne Lord of Manor 
I. i. (D. 1, Sweets bloom *en mingled around. 1326 Skelton 
Ma^nyf. 2540 Fallyble fiatery *enmyxed with byttemesse. 
1669 Evelyn Three late Impostors 70 It seemeth right to 
these your just debts to *enorder you to make satisfaction. 
1647 H. More Song of Soul Notes 145/2 He hath not yet 
*enquickened Men. .with this Deiform life. Ibid. 162/2 The 
lower man is our enquickned body, 1596 Spenser Dolef 
Lay Clorinda i, That my *en riven heart may find relief. 1613 
W, Browne Brit. Past. it. i, Then with soft steps *enscaled 
themeeknid vallies. . c 1420 Pallad. onHusb. 1, 640 Other iiii 
*enscore her place into. 1818 Lamb Vis. Repent. Poems 
596 *Enseem'd it now, he stood on holy ground. 1523 
Skelton Garl. Laurel 23 *Ensokyt with sylt of the myry 
mose. a 1547 Earl Surrey Aeneia n. 27 Did *enstuff. .The 
hollow womb with armed soldiers. 2730 Thomson A utumn 
nog *Ensweeping first The lower slues. 2835 Singleton 
Virgil I. 157 The seas Ensweeping in its flight. 1600 
Shaks. A. Y. L. hi. v. 48 'Tis not.. your cheeke of creame 
That can *entame my spirits. 1835 -9 Singleton Virgil II. 
524 /Eneas . , terribly *enthunders in his arms. 1724 Ramsay 
Tea-t. Misc. (1733) II. 138 Shall I not to her health *en- 
toast. 1590 Shaks. Mids. N. iv. 1, 48 So doth the wood- 
bine, the sweet Honisuckle Gently *entwist, 2800 T. 
Jefferson (1859) IV, 320 He will . . entwist himself 
with the Envoys. 1596 Spenser F. Q. v. xi. 14 One sence- 
lesse lumpe. ,*Enwaliow’d in his own blacke bloudy gore. 
267a W. de Britaine Dutch Usurp. 23 They are sufficiently 
*enweakened. 1490 Caxton Eneydos xvi. 62 Parys *en- 
wedded the fayr jneleyne. 2393 Nashe Christ's T. (1613) 
28 , 1 have. ,*enwidened Hell mouth to swallow thee. 2623 
Cockeram, Expatiate, to en widen, to enlarge. 2646 S. Bol- 
ton Arraignm, Err. 355 We had . . need rather . . seek to 
lessen than to enwiden our differences, i860 Pusey Min. 
Propk. 427 *Enwisening, rejoicing, enlightening the soul, 
a 1849 Poe To Helen Poems (18597 64 Heart-histories 
seemed to lie *enwritten Upon those crystalline, celestial 
spheres. Plumpton Corr. 65 Ye *en\vrong her of 

certayne lands. 1879 Farrar St. Paul II. 154 Be not 
again *enyoked with the yoke of slavery. 

3021 -, prefix 2 . The form taken by the Gr. If, 
etymologically cogn. with the prec. Chiefly in 
combinations already formed in Greek, as enallage, 
endemic , energy, e?ithusiasm ; occas. in mod. for- 
mations as enderon. (Before b, m, p, ph , it takes 
the form em- ; and before /, r it becomes el, ir- 
respectively.) 

-en, suffix*'.— OTeut. 4 no{m , formally the nent. 
of - tno -en 4 , is used to form diminutives from 
sbs. (esp. names of animals), as in Chicken, Kit- 
ten, Maiden, ME. ticchen kid ; also in ME. stuc- 
chen small piece. 

-en, suffix^:— WGer. - innja , repr. OTeut. -ini, 
occurs in several OE. fern, sbs., a few of which 
have survived into mod. Eng. 

1. It is used to form feminines from sbs. denoting 
male persons or animals, as in OE. gyden goddess 
(f. god), mynecen nun (f. munuc monk), wylfen 
she-wolf (f. wulf wolf). The only surviving in- 
stance of this use is Vixen female fox. 2. It is 
added in a few instances to the stem of a vb. or to 
that of a verbal-abstract sb., as in Burden, Buelan, 
OE. rkden condition. 

-en, suffix 3 , the form assumed in ME. by the 
OE. -an, the termination of the norm, accus., and 
dat. plural of sbs. of the weak declension, as in 
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dxa masc., ox, pi. ox an ; tunge fem;, tongue, pi. 
tungan ; eare neut„, ear, pi. iaran. In origin / 
the suffix belonged to the stem; but as in OE. / 
the nom. sing. of these sbs. ended in -a, -e (levelled jj 
in ME. , to -<?), while the OE. -an of the oblique .1 
cases sing, became -e in ME., the termination -en : 
came to be regarded as a formative of the plural, 
and its use was extended in southern ME. to many 
other words of OE. and Er. origin. It was also 
added to the remains of other old plurals, as 
br ether, childer (OE. cildru\ ky (OE. eg), whence 
the modern brethren, children, kine. Apart from 
these the sole surviving representative (in standard 
Eng.) of this inflexion is ox-en ; but hos-en V 0 E. 
hosan) continued in use until 17th c. In southern 
and south midland dialects the plurals in -en are 
still of frequent occurrence. 

-en, suffix 4 (reduced to -n after r in unstressed 
syllables), corresponds to OS, -in, OHG. -in (Ger. 
-en , OM. -m, Goth, -eina- OTeut. -Tno-, =» Gr. 
-ivo-, L. -mo- (see -ine), added to noun-stems to 
form adjs. with sense ^pertaining to, of the nature 
of ’. In Teut. the adjs. so formed chiefly indicate 
the material of which a thing is composed. ^ Of the 
many words of this formation which existed in 
OE. scarcely any survive in mod. use ; but the 
suffix was extensively applied in ME. to form new 
derivatives. Some of these took the place of OE. 
words, from which they formally differ only by the 
absence of umlaut ; compare 01 i.gylden with mod. 
Eng. golden, OE. stknen (early ME. steneu) with 
M E. and dial, stonen , made of stone. From 1 6th c. 
onwards there has been in literary English a 
growing tendency to discard these adjs. for the 
attrib. use of the sb., as in 4 a gold watch * ; hence 
many of them have become wholly obs., and others 
(as golden , silvern ) are seldom used except meta- 
phorically, or with rhetorical emphasis. It is 
only in a few cases (e. g. wooden , woollen , earthen, 
wheaten) that these words are still familiarly used 
in their lit. sense. In s.w. dialects, however, the 
suffix is of common occurrence, being added with- 
out restriction to all sbs. denoting the material of 
which anything is composed, as in glassen , steelen, 
tihnen , papern , etc. 

- 631 , suffix 5 , forming verbs. 

1. from, adjs., as darken , deepen, harden, ?nadden, 
moisten , widen. Most of the words of this type 
seem to have been formed in late ME. or early 
mod.Eng., on the analogy of a few verbs which 
came down from OE. or were adopted from ON, ; 
e. g. fasten OE. fsestnian ; ? brighten ONorth- 
umb. berhinia ; harden ON. harbna. In Teut. 
there are two classes of vbs. formed upon the 
‘weak’ or lengthened stems of adjs. (suffix -on-) : 
(a) the intransitive (or in sense pass.) vbs, which 
in Goth, make the inf. in -nan, and the pa. t. in 
-dda ; e. g. fullnan to be filled, f. fullan- full ; 
gabignan to be rich y i. gabigan- rich; metnagnan 
to abound, f. managan- many; (b) the originally 
trans. vbs. in OTeut . (f)ndjan, e. g. OHG .festinbn 
to fasten, f. feston- (p—fastjon -) fast. In Eng. these 
two classes of vbs. can scarcely be discriminated 
with precision, but in most cases the intr. sense (as 
in deepen ~ * become deeper’) appears to be de- 
rived from the trans. sense (as in deepen — c make 
deeper ’). 

2. from sbs. In OTeut. sbs. both of the weak 
and the strong declension gave rise to intr. verbs 
in -{i)nbjan, and this formation is represented by 
a few examples in OE., such as hlystnian to 
Listen. In 14th c. some additional vbs. occur, 
formed app. on the analogy of these, as happen, 
threaten . The majority of Eng. words f. sb, + 
-en, however, such as heighten , lengthen, strengthen , 
hearten, barken, appear first in mod.Eng., and 
seem to be due to the analogy of the verbs f. adjs, 

3. In one or two cases (e. g. waken ) the suffix 
-en represents OTeut. -na-, the formative of the 
present stem in certain strong verbs. 

Enabit, obs. var. Inhabit. 

Enable (en^*b’l), v. Forms: 5-6 enhable, 
-bel, 6 enhabile, inhable, -bile, 6 8 inable, 5- 
enable. [f. En- 1 + Able a . : cf. Able v.] 

fl. To invest with legal status ; to habilitate. 

1491 Act 7 Hen. VII, c. 20 Preamb., It was ordeyned . , 
that. .Lord Roos and his heiresshuld be restored, enhabled 
and have all suche name, dignite, estate, preeminence. 2358 
in Strype Ann. Ref. I. 11. App. v. 7 Your highness shall be 
from henceforth enabled in blood. 2570-87 Holinshed Scot. 
Chron. (1806) I, 199 Constantine . . was . . inabled as heire 
apparent to the crown e. 2615 Wadsworth in Bedell Lett. 
(1624) 21 The passions which, .moued King Henrie. .to dis- 
mherite Queene Mary, and enable Queene Elizabeth. 2622 
Callis Stat. Sewers (1647) 193 Neither do the goods of the 


Church inable the Parson. 2721 Strype Eccl. Mem. II 1. 
xvi. 130 She was restored and enabled in blood. 

2 . To authorize, sanction, empower ; to give 
legal power or license to. Const, to with inf, 

1526 Househ. Ord. 217 If the purveyor shall enable the 
Beer or Ale to be sent to the Court. i$s$Act 27 Hen. VIII 
C. 10. § 6 She shall be . . inhabeled to pursue haue and de- 
mauhde her dower. 1642 Milton A rgt. Militia n The 
Law will inable the two Houses of Parliament to put the 
Kingdome into a posture of warre. 2745111 Col. Rec. Penn. 
V. 32, An ‘ act to enable Jeremiah Langhorn..to build 4 
Court House in the County of Bucks'. 1824 Marshall 
Constit. Qpin, (1839) 303 Congress cannot enable a state to 
legislate. 2853 Macaulay Hist. Eng. III. 224 An act was 
..passed enabling beneficed clergymen, .to hold preferment 
in England. 

f 3 . To give power to (a person) ; to strengthen, 
make adequate or proficient. .Obs. or arch. 

2330 Palsgr. 532/1, I enable, I make good. 25341,0. 
Burners Gold. Bk. M. A nrel. (1546) E vj, Now ye can 'enable 
his fleshe in good customes. 2382 Mulcaster Positions 
xli. (1887) 232 Exercise to enable the body. 2396 Spenser 
Irel. Wks ; (1862) 523 The English Lords . . greatly encour- 
aged and inabled the Irish. 1626 T. H. Cattssin's Holy Crt. 
496 Her Father . . enabled her in Philosophy, Rhetorique* 
Poesy, and the other Artes. 1638 O. Sedgwicice Serm. 97 
By diligent practise so inable your selves, that, etc. 2632 
Gaule Magastrom. 208 The devils .. have a faculty and 
sagacity (both much enabled by long experience in things) 
above us men. 2888 Pall Malh G. 20 Dec. 6 Irish stew, 
which is said to be very enabling as well as extremely 
‘filling'. 

b. To impart to (a person or agent) power 
necessary or adequate for a given object ; to make 
competent or capable. Const, for, to, unto, rare 
in mod. use. 

c 1460 Stans Puer in Bahees Bk. (1868) 26 First thiself 
enable With all thin herte to vertuous disciplyne. 2394 
T. B. La Pritnaud. Fr. Acad. 11. 19 Euery thing . . being 
inhabled therunto through a quickening vertue infused into 
it- 2623 Life Will. I in Select. Harl. Misc. (1793) 10 
The people, .were w”ell enabled both with courage and skill,' 
for all military achievements. 2646 H. Lawrence Comm. 
Angells 154 It was all that Alexander had to inable him to 
the conquest of the world. 1705 Stanhope Paraph. III. 

2 The great things, our Blessed Saviour hath done, .are not 
intended to excuse his Followers from Action, but to enable 
them for it. 1833 Ruskin Stones Ven. III. ii. § 26. 50 How 
much of it will enable us best for our work. 

e. To supply with the requisite means or op- 
portunities to an end or for an. object. Const. 
to with inf. 

1332 Elyot Gov. 1. iii, Vertue and lernynge do inhabile a 
man., to be thought worthy. 1397 I* T. Serm. Paules C. 
33 God hath inhabled them to doe that great and weightie 
worke. 1611 Bible Pref. x We are enabled to informe 
others, 2650 Baxter Saints ’ R . 1. vii, (1662) 74 They . . 
freely send the Spirit to inable us to perform these condi- 
tions. 2742 Richardson Pamela III. 2x8 A new Recruit of 
Spirits. . inabled me to resume my Pen. 1770 Wesley Serm. 
lvi. Wks. 1811 IX. 2 God enabled him to awaken several 
young persons. 1839 Thirlwall Greece V. 281 A victory 
which he obtained over the Thebans enabled him to reduce 
Coronea. 1872 Morley Voltaire{ 1886) 51 Asolitude. .which 
enabled him to work better there. 

1 4 . To regard as qualified or competent ; to 
ascribe qualifications to. Obs. (Cf. disable in 
Shaks. A. V L. v. iv. 80.) 

1353 T. Wilson Rhet. 72 Euery one enhableth his owne 
goodes to deserve like dignitie with the beste. 2596 Nashe 
Saffron Walden I vj, That you may.. be resolv’d what 
those good parts are you enable the Doctor for. 
f 5 . To make possible or easy ; also to give 
effectiveness to (an action). Obs. 

1620 O. Sepgwicke Christ's Counsell 198 Things which 
will much availe to helpe and inable the remembrance of 
truths heard and received. 2647 Clarendon Hist. Reb. 
(1703) II. vii. 332 Needlul habiliments of War to enable our 
Defence, 1675 Sir M. Hale Contempl. 1. (1689) no What 
are these divine truths which really and soundly believed 
doth inable the victory over the world. 

f 6. intr* for refl. To become able, gain strength 
or power. Obs. rare— 1 . 

c 2420 Pallad. on Hush. iv. 834 With stamped squylle 
emba wm.e.. And thai wol soone enable in that jointe. 

Enabled (en^-b’ld), ppl. a. [f. Enable v. + 
-ed *.] a. Endowed with power, strong, mighty, 
b. Legally sanctioned or authorized. 

1592 A. Day Engl. Secret {162 5) 11. 114 The. .matter wherein 
his inabled discretion may with greatest singularity be per- 
formed. 2608 R. Johnson Seven Champions Chr. F iij b, 
This enabled and famoused Knight at armes. 2729 Savage 
Wanderer m . 260 To justice soon th’ enabled heir appeals. 

t Enablement (en^*b’lment). Obs. [f. En- 
able v. + -ment.] The action or means of en- 
abling./ . • 

1. Habilitation, removal of legal disabilities, 

1495 Act xx Hen. VII, c. 40. § 4 This acte of enhablement 

and. restitucion of Thomas Erie of Surrey. 2503-4 Act ig 
Hen. VII, c. 28 § 1 The restitucions and enhablementes of 
the seid persones. 

2 . The process of rendering able, competent, or 
powerful ; the state of being so ; concr. something 
by which one is enabled, a qualification. 

2617 Bacon A dv. Learn. I. 36 Learning, .hath . . efficacie 
in inablement towards . . military virtue. 2646 S. Bolton 
Arraignm. Err. 219 Some truths may be said to he - ; for 
strength and enablement. ^ 2647 Sprigge Anglia Rediv, 1. 
v. 35 Watson, whose continued diligence . . redounded not 
a little to the enablement of the army. 2656 R. Robinson 
Christ all 351 We haue spiritual enablement from Christ. 
a 2703 Burkitt On N. T. Matt. xvii. 2 Those whom God 
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singles out for the greatest trials, he will fit beforehand with 
the best enablements. 

lb. Support, sustenance, maintenance, rare. 

1626 T. H. Caussiris Holy Crt. 368 Others distributed 
their reuenewin equall portions to Churches, needy persons, 
and their owne enablement. Ibid ; 501 So much of my 
Fathers goods, which was meane inough, yet for my en- 
ablement sufficient. 

3 . An equipment, implement. Cf. Enable #. 3. 

24 9$ Act xi Hen . VII, c. 64 Armours Defensives, as . . 
Crosbowes and other enhabilmentis of Werres. 

Baafeler (.en^-bloj). [f. Enable #.+ -er.] One 
who enables. 

1615 Hieron Wks. I. 606 It was wholly by a certaine 
secret enabler. 1619 W. Sclater Expos. 1 Thess. 1 16301 108 
God, the on ely enabler to so _ great performances. 1825 
Ann. Reg. 210 The word Habilitador might, if there were 
such a word, be translated Enabler. 

Enabling (en^-bliq \ vbl. sb. [f. Enable #. + 
-tng 1 .] The action of the vb. Enable. 

1581 Sidney Apol . Poe trie (Arb.) 29 This, .enabling of 
Judgment. 1617 Hieron Wks. II. 348 To depend vpon God’s 
inabling. 1658 Whole Duty Man vii. § 14 By doing those 
things, for the enabling of us whereunto it was given us. 
i860 Pusey Min. Proph . 413 The prophets . . espying, by 
God’s enabling, things beyond human ken. 1888 Myers 
Chr. Living- vii. 103 All God’s commands are enablings. 
Enabling (en^*blig), ppl. a. [f. Enable #. +■ 
-ing 2 .] That enables : chiefly of legislative en- 
actments. Enabling statute : sometimes applied 
spec, to the act 32 Hen. VIII. c. 28, by which 
tenants-in-fee and certain other persons were 1 en- 
abled’ to make leases. 

1677 Fkltbam Resolves 1. viii, 11 (ed. 10) It. .wounds him, 
to the loss of inabling Blood. 1831 Helps Comp. Soiit . xii. 
(1874) 221 Enabling powers. 1881 Times 17 Tan. 13/4 Mr. 
Crump urged that the statute was 4 enabling \ 1884 Pall 
Mall. G. 7 Nov. 1/1 Theenablingbill. .is only adraft measure. 

t Bna*ct, sb. Obs. [f. next vb.} That which is 
enacted, an enactment ; also fig. a purpose, reso- 
lution. 

1467 in Eng . Gilds (1870) 390 By the enacte of this present 
yelde. Ibid. 404 This enacte so to endure by force of this pre- 
sent yelde. 1588 Shaks . Tit. A. iv. ii. 118 The close enacts 
and counsels of the hart. 

Enact (ense*kt), #. Also 5-7 inaet. [f, En- 1 
+ Act sb. and v. Cf. Anglo-Latin inactitare (1432) 
—sense 1 (Du Cange).] 

I . (from Act sb.) 

f 1 . trans. To enter among the acta or public 
records (see Act sb. 6) ; also, to enter in a record 
or chronicle. Obs. 

1467 in Eng. Gilds (1870) 379 The actes of the yelde. . 
shullen be enacted and engrossed on a quayer ofparchemyn. 
1475 Bk. Noblesse (i860) 24 It is. .enacted in divers cronicles 
. .that. .William the duke of Guiendied bethoutheire masle. 
1568 Grafton Chron. II. 647 When these agreements were 
doneand enacted, the King dissolved his Parliament. 1640-1 
Kirkcudbr. War -Comm. Min.Bk. (1855) 69 We have enacted 
this letter and will requyer and expect ane exact accompt 
thairof. 

2 . Of a legislative authority: To make into an 
act (see ActjA 5) ; hence, to ordain, decree. Also 
with obj.-clause introduced by that. (In early 
examples scarcely separable from 1.) 

1464EDW. IV in Pas ton Lett. 493 II. 165 He shall, .haue 
the said fundacon inacted and auctorised in the parlement 
next holden. 1566 Painter Pal. Pleas. I. 21 The tribunes 
were verie instant that at length lawes might be enacted. 
1596 Shaks. Merck . V. iv. i. 348 It is enacted in the Lawes of 
Venice. 1633 G. Herbf.rt Temple , Size iii, Wouldst thou 
His laws of fasting disanull ? Enact good cheer? 1709 
Strype Ann. Ref.l. xlix. 529 It was now declared and in- 
acted, that the said act and statute, .should stand. 1710 
Prideaux Orig. Tithes i. 22 The Law of the Sabbath was 
enacted from the beginning. 1776 Adam Smith W. N. 
I. 1. xi, 190 In 1463 it was enacted that no wheat should 
be imported if, etc. 1844 H. H. Wilson Brit. India III. 
SS7 To. .amend the laws, .enacted by the Local Legislature. 

absol. 1580 Lady Pembroke Ps. xdx. (1823) God did 
daigne to talk with men ; He enacting, they observing, From 
his will there was no swerving. 1642 Bridge Wound. Come. 
Cured § 5. 38 There is an excellent temper of the three 
Estates in Parliament, there being . . no power of enacting 
in one or two of them, without the third. 

b. Said of the legislative measure. (See Enact- 
ing ppl. a . ; cf. ordain, provide, etc.) 

*765-74 Blackstone Comm. II. 82 Magna carta . . enacts 
that, etc. Mod. The statute enacted no new provisions. 

+ <3. nonce-use. To secure (rights) to a person 
by enactment. 

. *628 Bp. J. Hale in Rem. Wks. (1660) ir. 21 God’s book 
is the true Magna Charta that enacts both king and people 
their own. 

1 * 3 .^ To declare officially or with authority ; to 
appoint To enact into : to constitute. Obs. 

x6xx Speed Hist. Gt. Brit. ix. xix. (1632) 944 Enacting 
them enemies to their naturall Country, c 1677 Act Secur- 
ing Prot. Relig. in Marvell Growth Popery 31 The person 
so consecrated, shall be, and is hereby Enacted to be com- 
plete Bishop of the said vacant See. 1715 Bentley Serm. 
x. 362 By slow degrees Transubstantiation was enacted into 
an Article of Faith. 

II. (from Act #.) 

1 4 . To work in or upon ; to actuate, influence. 
Also, to implant, inspire (a feeling, etc.) into a 
person. Obs. Cf. Act #. i. 

1616 W . F orde Serm. 43 Nature itselfe . . seemeth to have 
..inacted this desire into every one. 1645 Rutherford 
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Tryal <4 Tri. Faith (1845'' 304 The wind of the Spirit doth 
not always enact the Soul to believe. 1647 H. More Song 
of Soul 1. 11. xiv, To enact his corps and impart might Unto 
his languide tongue. Ibid. n. iii. u. i, Her phantasie Strongly 
inacted guides her easie pen. 

5 . To represent (a dramatic work, a 4 scene ’) on 
or as on the stage; to personate (a character) 
dramatically, play (a part) ; also fig. with refer- 
ence to real Hie ; = Act #. 4-7, 

1430 Lydg. Chron. Troy Prol., For they enacted and gilt 
with theyr sayes Theyr high renowne. 2602 Shaks. Ham. 
in. ii. 108 I did enact Julius Csesar. 1828 Carlyle Misc. 
(1857) I. 199 Through life he enacted a tragedy, and one of 
the deepest. 1825 De Quincey Czsars Wks. 1859 X. 155 
Marcus Antoninus is a scholar; he enacts the philosopher. 
i860 Motley Netkerl. (1868) I. i. 9 Its main scenes were long 
enacted there. 

b. To perform (a ceremony). 

1846 Keble Lyra Innoc. (1873) 114 She sees him. .Dimly 
enact some awful rite. 

f 0 . To bring into act, accomplish, perform. Obs. 

1394 Shaks. Rich. Ill, v. iv. 2 The king enacts more 
wonders then a man. 2616 R. C[rowley] 'Times' Whis. iil 
1155 If ther be handes that dare enact a murder. 

f 7 . intr. To act. Cf. Act v. 9. Obs. 

1593 Nashe Christ's T. (1613) 68, 1 may he the better able 
to enact with my hands. 1684 Charnocic Attrib. God (1834) 
II. 559 They punctually enact according to their com- 
mission. 

f Ena’Ct, pple. — enacted pa. pple. of Enact#. 
a. Enacted, decreed, b. Actuated, influenced. 

1643 Prynne Sov. Power Pari, il 6r That if anything 
should be enact done by Counsell. 1843 E. Jones Sens. £ 
Event 189 Deception sometimes is by virtue enact. 

Enactable (enarktabl), a. [f. Enact #. + 
-able.] That may be enacted. 

1882 Advance (Chicago', In the State of Illinois, constitu- 
tional prohibition is neither enactable nor enforcible. 

Enacted (ense-kted),///. a. [f. as prec. + -ED L] 

1 . Ordained by legislative authority. 

1579 Fulke Heskins' Pari. 68 It cannot be an enacted 
trueth, without the consent of the higher house. 1863 Fr. 
Kemble Resid. Georgia 253 Enacted statutes on which 
this detestable system is built. 1869 J. Martineau Ess. 
II. 64 We judge by the datum of enacted law. 

2 . Performed (as on the stage) ; also, carried out 
in action, performed, perpetrated. 

1647 H. More Song of Soul To Rdr. 7/1, I can seem no 
better to them then a piece of highly inacted folly. 1813 
Scott Rokeby 1. ii, Conscience, anticipating time, Already 
rues the enacted crime. 

Ena-eting, vbl. sb. [f. as prec. + -ing 1 .] The 
action of the verb Enact in various senses. 

1631 Weever Anc. Fun. Mon. 83 The murmuring of his 
Subiects, vpon the enacting of this Statute. 1782 Burke 
Penal L. agst. Irish Catholics Wks. VI. 279 In the enact- 
ing of which [laws] they do not directly or indirectly vote. 

Ena’cting, ppl. a. [f. as prec. + -ing 2 ] That 
enacts. Enacting clauses (of a statute) : those in 
which new provisions are enacted, as distinguished 
from those which merely contain statements of 
fact or declarations of the existing law. 

1644 Hunton Vind. Treat. Monarchy v. 39 They have 
an enacting Authority. 1670-1 Marvell Corr. Wks. 1872-5 
II. 376 A long debate^ for bringing in an inacting clause. 
1771 Junius Lett, lxiii. 323 It stands in no need of a bill 
either enacting or declaratory. 1867 Times 27 Nov. ir/6 
The enacting part warranted a dismissal. 

Enaction (ense-kjbn). [f. as prec. : cf. Action.] 

a. The action of enacting (a law) ;= Enactment 1. 

b. concr. — Enactment 2 . 

1630 J. Craven Sermon (1631) 14 Laudable enactions ; 
but the misery is. .lamentable executions. 1645 J. Good- 
win Innocency Triumph. 78 Without penall enactions 
against those that cannot obey. 1796 Morse Amer. Geog. 
I. 316 note. His endeavours to prevent the enaction of the 
stamp act 1825 Waterton Wand. S. Amer. iv. ii. 328 
Many a vexatious enaction might be put in force. 1888 A. 
Gustafson in Voice (N. Y.) 15 Mar., For the enaction of 
good laws we must have good law-makers. 

Enactive (ense'ktiv), a. [f. as prec. 4- -ive.] 
Relating to or concerned with, the enactment of 
law ; = Enacting ppl. a. 

1638 Bramhall Schism Guarded 271 CL.) An enactive 
statute regardeth only what shall be. 1881 Daily News 
28 May 3/1 They had disposed of the enactive part of the 
Bill. 

f Ena*etize, v. Obs .— 1 Used for Enact v. 

a 1618 Sylvester Du Bartas ''1621) 1207 Lawes of vertue 
to enactize [riming with practize ($£)]. 

Enactment (enarktment). [f. Enact #.+ 

-MENT.] 

1 . The action of enacting (a law). 

1817 Earl Liverpool Sp. in Evans Pari. Deb. I. 386 The 
enactment of the present bill 2818 Cobbett Pol. Reg. 
XXXIII. 604 The enactment of them only confirmed men 
in their opinion. 1823 T. Jefferson Autobiog. Wks. 1859 
I. App. 113 The laws of the State, as well of British as of 
Colonial enactment. 2868 Milman St. Pauls viii. 169 The 
enactment of the Six Articles. 

Tb. The state or fact of being enacted. 

2885 Law Times 137/1 The draft Criminal Code, .appears 
to be no. .nearer to enactment than it was three years ago, 

2 . That which is enacted; an ordinance of a 
legislative authority, a statute. 

2822 Syd. Smith Edin. Rev. Wks. 1839 I. 334/2 A prison 
is a place where men . . should be made unhappy by public 
lawful enactments. 2827 Hallam Const. Hist. (1876) L i. 34 
Many general enactments of this reign hear the same cha- 
racter of servility. 2862 Erase Vs Mag. Nov. 635 Glass manu- 
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factories were crippled by harassing enactments. 2876 
Green Short Hist. v. § 2 11882; 223 A crowd of enactments 
for the regulation of trade. 

b. pi. The particular provisions of a law. 

2839 Thirlwall Greece III. 83 We know neither the occa- 
sion which gave rise to it, nor the precise nature and extent 
of its enactments. 1845 M' Culloch Taxation n. x. <18521 
353 The enactments were such as might be expected to 
follow a preamble of this sort. 

8. The acting of a part or character in a play. 
rare ~~ °. In mod. Diets. 

Enactor (enee-ktsi). Also 7 enacter, enn- 
aotor. [f. as prec. + -or ; cf. Actor.} 

1 . One who enacts (a law, etc.). 

1609 Man in Moone (1849 27 The lawes of the Highest 
Enacter of all decrees. 2693 Bp. Patrick Comm. Gen. i. x 
The enacter of their laws. 1861 Wilson & Geikie Mem. 
E. Forbes i. 13 The enactors of this law. 

2 . One who enacts (a part, scene, ceremony, 
incident, or transaction), 

1829 Landor I mag. Cornu (1846) II. 45 The enactors and 
applauders . . of the first and greatest crime. 2838 J. Mar- 
tineau Stud. Chr. 37 Skilful enactor of rites. 

Enactory (ense*ktori), a. [f. as prec. + -ORY.J 
Concerned with or relating to the enactment of law. 

2844 Blackw. Mag. IN. 226 Whether Lord Aberdeen’s 
bill were enactory .. or declaratory. 2884 A. A. Putnam 
10 Vrs. Police Judge xii. 83 4 Laws and Resolves’, enactory 
and re-enactory. 

+ Ena'cture. Obs. [f. as prec. + -bee.] ? Car- 
rying into act, fulfilment. 

1604 Shaks. Ham. in. ii. 207 (Qg.) The violence of either 
grief or joy Their own enactures [Ff. ennactors], with them- 
selves destroy. 

f Ena'ge, V. Obs. Also 6-7 inage. [f. En- 1 + 
Age ; cf. OF. enaagier to declare (one) to be of 
full age.] trans. To make old ; to give the ap- 
pearance of age to. 

Hence Ena'ged ppl. a., grown old, inveterate. 
1593 Nashe Christ’s T. (2613) 68 Famine should .. inage 
thee. 1394 Zepheria xvi, Disdain should thus enage thy 
brow ! 2598 Sylvester Du Bartas 11. 11. i. (1605-7) L 
Neuer frost, nor snow, nor slipp’rie ice The Fields enag’d. 
1631 Celesiina i. 20 O inaged vertue I 

Enaid: see En- prefX 3. 
t Bnai*r, v. Obs, rare— 1 , [f. En- 1 + Air 
sb. or#.] trans. To f air’. 

1602 Davies Wittes Pilgr. N ijy Who, when she lists (with 
Balme-breath’s Ambrosie) Shee it [her tongue] enaires in 
Prose or Poesy. 

Enaliosanr (ensediVsgu). [f. Gr. lmAio-s of 
the sea + <xavpo$ lizard.] A f marine lizard * ; a 
designation applied to the gigantic fossil reptiles 
(allied to the crocodiles) forming the orders Sau- 
ropterygia and Ichthyopterygia. 

1863 Lyell Antig. Man xx. 403 Remains of an enaliosaur 
. . in the coal of Nova Scotia. 

Enalio S anriaH (en3edi,t7S9Tian), a. and sb. 
[f. as prec. + -ian.] 

A. adj. Pertaining to or resembling the Ena- 
liosaurs. 

i860 Gosse Rom. Nat. Hist. 362 The possibility of the 
present existence of the Enaliosaurian type, i860 Athe- 
naeum 22 Dec. 875 The Enaliosaurian hypothesis. 1871 
Hartwig Subterr. W. ii. 20 Enaliosaurian reptiles. 

B. sb. » Enaliosaur. 

1837 Penny Cycl., Enaliosaurians . .fossil, marine animals. 
1881 Grant Allen Vignettes fr. Nat. viii. 72 The sea 
swarmed with gigantic enaliosaurians. 

Enallag© (ense’ladgi). Also 7-8 enallagy, 
enalagy. [a. L. enallage, a. Gr. tvaXKayij 
change, related to evaRXacraetv to change.] 

1 . Gram. The substitution of one grammatical 
form for another, e.g. of sing, for pi., of present 
for past tense, etc. 

1583 Fulke Defence 226 In the participle . . is a manifest 
enallage or change of the gender. 1614 Selden Titles Hon. 
115 Their Grammarians make it [Elohim] an Enallage of 
Number . . to express exceilencie. 1656 Owen Wks. 1851 
VIII. 403 There may be an enallagy of number, the nation 
for the nations. 1737 Watebland Eucharist (ed. 2) 373 
Enallage of tenses, which is frequent in Scripture. 183a 
in Webster ; and in mod. Diets. 
f 2 . Rhet . (See quot.) Obs.—° 

1736 Bailey, Enallage , a figure whereby we change or in- 
vert the order of the terms in a discourse. 

+ Ena'lnron. Her. Obs. Also 8 enalyron. 
[perh. a. AFr. phrase *en aileron {en in, by way 
of; aileron pinion, also bordering, braiding of a 
doublet). If the traditional explanation be correct, 
cf. Alerion.] A bordure charged with birds. 
(According to Sir G. Mackenzie and Porny the 
word is an adv., = * orli , or in manner of a bor- 
dure’, the use by English heralds from Leigh 
onwards being erroneous.) 

1562 Leigh A rmorie (1597) iii The fifth [Bordure] is called 
Enaluron, when it is occupied with any foule or bird. 
1620 Guillim Heraldry i v. (1660) 29 A bordure, Azure 
charged with Enaluron of Martlets. 1766 Porny Heraldry 
(1787 >, English armorists call a Bordure Enaluron if charged 
with eight birds. [And in mod. Diets.] 
fj Enam (/na-m). India. Also enatxm, in am, 
inadm. [Pers. (Arab.) infant, lit. ‘favour’, 

£ na*ama to he happy, in 4th conj. 
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EHAMOBATE. 


an*ama to favour, bless.] A grant of land free of 
the land-tax due to the State as supreme landlord ; 
also, the land so held. 

3803 Dk. Wellington in Gurwood Dcsp. V. 361 The 
Rajah gave him a village in enaum. 1850 W. H. Morley 
Anal. Digest I. 302/1 An Inaamdar is not competent to 
alienate any part of his Inaam. 1858 J. B. Norton Topics 
240 Short-sighted sovereigns ..granted away an enormous 
quantity of land in enam. 

Enamber : see En- prefix 1 1 b. 

Enambush: see En- prefix 1 1. 

II Ena:snda*r. India, [a, Pers.^ljuaUol in*am - 
ddr, f. ins am Enam+^U dar, stem of 

ddshtan to hold.] One who holds an Enam; an 
assignee of land free of land-tax. 

1850 [see Enam]. 1858 J. B. Norton Topics 52 The dis- 
possessed enamdar . . nurse[s] a sullen . . vengeance against 
us. 1866 Daily TeL 8 Feb. 4/4 What can his views be upon 
. .ryotwarree, Enamdars, Indian taxation? 

Enamel (ensemotel), sb. Forms; 5 innamyl, 
6 inamel v l, enamell, 7 enammel, 7- enamel, 
[f. Enamel v. ; the etymological senses are * means 
of enamelling V * process or result of enamelling ’ ; 
the former includes the sense of Amel sb. f which 
became obs. in 18th c.] 

1 . A semi-transparent or opaque composition of 
the nature of glass, applied by fusion to metallic 
surfaces, either to ornament them in various co- 
lours, or to form a surface for encaustic painting ; 
also (in 19th c.) used as a lining for culinary 
vessels, etc. 

1463 in Bury Wills '1850) 35 A ruby with iiij labellys of 
white innamyl. 3586 T. B. La Primaud. Fr. Acad. t. 
{1394) 208 All works of gold, silver, and inammell. 166a 
Evelyn Chalcogr. , (1769) 44 Silver, to fill with a certain 
encaustic or black enamel. 1712 tr. Pomet's Hist, Drugs 
I. 193 Being finely ground, it is used by the Goldsmiths for 
Enamel. 1837 Disraeli Veneiia 1. ii. (1871) 5 Wild hya- 
cinths . . spread like patches of blue enamel. 1875 Ure 
Diet. Arts I. 277 The enamel of these saucepans is quite 
free from lead. 

b. fig. ; formerly with notion of an additional 
or perfecting adornment ; now chiefly with refer- 
ence to the hardness and polish of enamel. 

a 1680 S. Charnock in Spurgeon Treas. Dav., Ps. cxxxv. 
13 Unchangeableness is the thread that runs through the 
whole web; it is the enamel of all the rest. 1678 Jer. 
Taylor Serm. Bed., Those Truths . . are the enamel and 
beauty of our Churches. 1835 Macaulay Milton, Ess. (1851) 
1 . 14 None of the hard and brilliant enamel of Petrarch 
in the style. 1858 Hawthorne Fr. <$• It. Jrnls. II. 35 A 
genuine love of painting and sculpture . . formed a fine and 
hard enamel over their character. 

C. A glassy ‘ bead’ formed by the blowpipe, 
d. In recent use applied to any composition 
employed to form a smooth hard coating on any 
surface {e.g. on pottery, wood, leather, paper, etc.). 
Cf. Enamel v. 2. 

2 . Phys. [after Fr. /mail.] The substance which 
forms the hard glossy coating of teeth ; the similar 
substance forming the coating of the bony scales 
of ganoid fishes. 

1718 J. Chamberlayne Relig. Philos. (1730) I. Hi. § 2 The 
Teeth are surrounded with a hard Substance, .the Enamel. 
1782 A. Monro Anatomy 1x4 Each tooth is composed of its 
cortex , or enamel, and an internal bony substance. 1847 
Carpenter Zool. § 586 Fishes of this order [Ganoidians] are 
covered by angular scales, composed internally of bone, 
and coated with enamel. 1863 Land. Rev. 10 Jan. 35/2 To 
nations good manners are what modesty is to chastity, or 
enamel to the teeth. 3873 Mivart Elem. Anat. vii. 250 
The enamel is the hardest structure in the human body and 
almost entirely a mineral, containing but two per cent, of 
animal substance. 

3 . An artistic work executed in enamel ; an 
enamel-painting. 

3861 Sat, Rev. 7 Sept. 253 The leather drinking-cup, 
helmet, and enamels, bespeak a thegn of high rank. 1863 
Sir G. Scott Glean. Westm. AS. 61 The execution of these 
enamels is truly exquisite. 1865 Reader Mar. 278/2 Henry 
Bone . . for a single enamel . . is said to have received 2,200 
guineas. 

4 . transf. {poet, and rhetorical ) Applied to any 
smooth and lustrous surface-colouring (sometimes 
with added notion of varied colours) ; esp. to 
verdure or flowers on the ground. 

3600 Fairfax Tasso (J.), Down from her eyes welled the 
pearles round Upon the bright enamel of her face. 3665 
Boyle Occas. Refiec. iv. i. (1675) 169 The various and 
curious Enammel of the Meadows. 3814 Cary Dante's 
Inf. iv. 313 On the green enamel of the plain Were shown 
me the great spirits. 3847 Emerson Poems, Each % All 
Wks. (Bohn) I. 399 The bubbles of the latest wave Fresh 
pearls to their enamel gave. 1864 Skeat Uhlands Poems 51 
Leafs enamel, blossom's beauty. 

5 . attrib. and Comb., as enamel-colour, - lining , 
-manufactory, - painting , - plate , -powder, - work ; 
also enamel-kiln, a kiln for firing porcelain that 
has been printed on the glaze ; enamel-painting, 
the production of a picture by fusing vitrifiable 
colours laid on a metal surface ; enamel-paper, 
paper covered with a glazed metallic coating. 
Also (in dental anatomy), enamel-cell, one of the 
cells of the enamel-organ , sometimes called col- 


lectively f enamel - membrane ’ ; enamel-cuticle, 
that which covers the outer surface of the enamel ; 
enamel-germ, a portion of thickened epithelium, 
which afterwards developes into the enamel-organ. 

1799 G. Smith Laboratory I. 114 To prepare the flux for 
*enamel-colours. s83x Porcelain Wks. Worcester 30 Its 
true character is revealed after it has passed through the 
*enamel kiln. 3884 Daily News 24 July 6/3 The *enamel 
linings of cooking utensils used in the Royal Navy. 3754 
Bp. Pococke Travels (1889) II. 69 The china and *enamel 
manufactory at Battersea. 3878 T. Bryant Pract. Surg. 3. 
558 Enamel developed from the *enamel organ. 1847 Ld. 
Lindsay Chr. Art I. Introd. 209 Miniature and *enamel 
painting. 1875 U re Diet. A rts if. 272 AH enamel paintings 
are in fact, done on either copper or gold. 1855 Owen 
Skel. 4* Teeth 267 The *enamel plates in the elephant’s 
grinder. 1875 Ure Did. A rts 1 1. 273 The *enamel powder 
is spread with a spatula. 1756-7 tr. Key sleds Trav. (1760) 
II. 6 An *enamel-work of the ancient arms of Florence. 
3879 Sir G. Scott Led. Archit. I. 312 Of enamel-work you 
have splendid relics in the monument of William de Valence. 

Enamel (enoe-mel), V. Forms : 4 enaumayl, 
(4-5 anamal, -el, -yl, 5 annamal), 4-6 enamyl, 
(5 ennamel), 6-8 enamell, 7 en-, inammel(l, 
(enamol, inamil, 8 enamle), 4- enamel, [ad. 
AFr. enamayller , ena?neler (1313 in Godef.), f. 
en- (see En- 1 ) + amayl, Amel sb .] 

1 . trans. To inlay or encrust (metal) with a 
vitreous composition (see Enamel sb.) applied to 
the surface by fusion. Also absol. 

* In early use chiefly denoting the inlaying or partial cover- 
ing of a metallic surface in order to ornament it by the con- 
trast between the colour of the enamel and that of the 
metal ; afterwards applied to the process of entirely covering 
metals with enamel, to form a ground for painting in vitrifi- 
able colours, or for any ornamental or economic purpose. 

c 1325 E. E. AUii. P. B. 1457 Brende golde . . enaumayl de 
with azer. c 1400 Maundev. xix. 219 Foules, alle of gold, 
& richely wrought & enameled. 1420 in E. E. Wills 41 
& b a cnap of J) 0 couercle ys an-amylyd with bl ewe. a 1440 
Sir Degrev. 634 Anamelede with azoure. 1458 Test. Ebor. 
(3855)11. 226 Silver that is anameled. 1 c 1475 Sqr. lowe 
Degre 74 6 Your chaynes enameled many a folde. 3503 
Privy Purse Eliz. of York (3830)96 A payre of smalle knyves 
inamyled for the Queues owne use. 1634 Sir T. Herbert 
Trav. 38 Jewels of gold inammeld and set with stones of 
worth, a 1691 Boyle ■ J.), It were foolish to colour or enamel 
upon the glasses of telescopes. 1716-8 Lady M. W. Mon- 
tague Lett. I. xxxii. 132 A large bouquet of jewels made 
like natural flowers, .well set and enamelled. 1799 G. Smith 
Laboratory 1. 122 It will become fit to enamel with on gold 
or other metals. 3837 Goring & Pritchard Microgr. 40 
A piece of dial plate enamelled black. 1872 Yeats Tech. 
Hist, Comm. 211 Kitchen utensils of tin and iron are 
enamelled. 

b. To inlay or cover metal surfaces with (figures 
or ornaments of enamel); to portray with enamel. 

1494 Fabyan vii. 538 And therin imagery grauen & en- 
amelyd moste curyouslye. 3558 Lane. Wills I. 88 A ring 
of gold w th letters one y* outside enamyled. 3756-7 tr. 
Keysleds Trav. (3760) IV. 260 A golden triangle, .on wnich 
is enamelled the image of the virgin Mary. 

C. transf. To variegate like enamelled work; 
to adorn or beautify (any surface) with rich and 
varied colours. 

1650 Fuller Pisgah 11. vi. 143 The countrey thereof was 
enamelled with pleasant rivers. £653 H. Cogan tr. Pinto's 
Trav. xxxix. (1663) 156 The Lord . . enamels the Firma- 
ment with stars, c 3750 Shenstone Elegies xxvi. 4 Spring 
ne'er enamell’d fairer meads than thine. 1834 Pringle 
Afr. Sk. ix. 298 Millions of flowers of the most brilliant 
hues enamel the earth. 3875 J. Bennet Winter Medit. n. 
xi. 387 In Corsica the roadside in the valleys, .is enamelled 
with the purple Cyclamen. 

+ d. fig. To adorn magnificently ; to impart an 
additional splendour to what is already beautiful ; 
to embellish superficially. 

1593 Nashe Christ's Teares 63 You [preachers] count it 
prophane to arte-enamel your speech. 1597 Ingmethorpe 
Serm. 2 John Ep. Bed., You have enameld, as it were, and 
embroiderd that graund benefite with infinite other kind- 
nesses. 3599 Nashe Lent . Stupe (1871) 35, 1 might enamel 
and hatch ouer this device more artificially, a 1631 Donne 
Serm. x. 97 And being enameled with that beautiful Doc- 
trine of good Workes too. 3670 Evelyn in Phil. Trans. 
V. 1057 How do such Persons enamel their Characters, and 
adome their Titles with lasting and permanent honors ! 

2. In various extended uses (see Enamelled). 

a. To apply a vitreous glaze by fusion to (sur- 
faces of any kind, e.g. pottery). 

b. To cover (any material, e.g. wood, paper, 
cardboard, leather) with a smooth polished coating 
resembling enamel. 

t C. Used by Holland as transl. of L. inurere : 
To ‘ bum in 5 the colours (applied with wax 
crayons) in encaustic painting. Obs. 

3603 Holland Pliny II. 546 As touching the feat of setting 
colours with wax, and enamelling with fire. Ibid., And to 
inamel by the means of fire. 

d. As a cosmetic process ; To apply certain 
preparations to (the face) in order to impart an 
appearance of smoothness to the skin. 

3868 N . Sf Q . 68 Enamelling the face. This practice . . is 
partly described in a fragment of Ovid 

Enamellar, enamelar tense-melai), a. [f. 
Enamel sb. + -ar.] Consisting of enamel, resem- 
bling enamel; smooth, glossy. 

1828 in Webster. 3847 Craig ; and in mod. Diets. 


Enamelled, enameled (enarmeld),///. a . 
[f. Enamel v. + -ed 1 .] 

1 . Ornamented or covered with enamel, or with 
a glossy coating resembling enamel. Enamelled 
board', cardboard with a glazed surface. En- 
amelled leather : a glazed leather used for boots 
for parts of carriages, etc. Enamelled photo- 
graph : a photograph on metal or pottery, covered 
with a thin layer of enamel ; also (in recent use) 
a photograph on paper, overlaid with a film of 
gelatine. 

1621 Burton Anat. Mel. in. ii. m, iii. (1651) 474 Inamelled 
jewels on their necks. 3740 Swift Will Wks. 1745 VIII. 
384 The enamelled silver plates to distinguish bottles of 
wine by. 1864 S. Breton Did. Univ. Inform, 7x2 En- 
amelled culinary utensils are now both cheap and common. 
1879 J. J. Youna Ceram. Art 39 Walls entirely cased with 
enamelled tiles ot deep blue. 

b. Phys. Of teeth, etc. ; Having a coating of 
enamel. See Enamel sb. 3. 

1870 Rolleston Anim. Life Introd. 68 The enamelled 
scales of Ganoidei. 3872 Nicholson Palaeont. 423 There 
are always two sets of enamelled teeth. 

2 . Having naturally a hard polished surface, re- 
sembling enamel. 

3590 Shaks. Mid. N. n. i. 255 And there the snake throwes 
her enammel’d skinne.^ 3593 — Two Gent. 11. vii. 28 He 
makes sweet musicke with th’ enameld stones. 3854 Wood- 
ward Mollusca {1856)101 Those [shells] acquire a glazed 
or enamelled surface, like the couries. 

8 . Beautified with various colours. 

16x3 Purchas Pilgr. 1. 1. v. 20 Delighting themselves in the 
enamelled walkes. 3633 Milton Arcades 84 O’er the smooth 
enamelled green . . Follow me. 3760 J. Scott Elegy Poet. 
Wks. <1786) 29 Blows not a flow’ret m th’ enamel’d vale. 
3860 Whyte-Melville Holmby House 337 The enamelled 
meadows . . of that fairyland, 
t b. fig. Ornate. Obs. 

3604 T. Wright Passions iv. i. T12 Inameld speakers., 
condemned others as barbarous and ignorant. 1656 S. Winter 
Serm. Ep. Ded., I have not affected enamel’d phrases. 

Enameller, enamel©!* (enze-mebi). [f. En- 
amel v. + -er.] One who enamels, or executes 
enamelled work. 

1623 Cockeram, An Enammeller, Encasticke. 3763 (title) 
The Life of Theodore Gardelle, Limner and Enameller. 
3800 tr. Lagrange's Chem. I. 64 You may employ funnels 
formed at an enameller’s lamp. 3861 A. B. Hope Eng. 
Catkedr. xgtk C. vii. 251 Enamellers of tiles are rising fn 
general estimation. 

Enamelling, enameling (ense-meliq), vbl. 
sb. Also 6 Sc. ©namely no. [f. Enamel v. + -ing b] 
1 . a. The action or process of covering or adorn- 
ing with enamel, b. concr. A covering or orna- 
mentation of enamel. Also attrib . 

Enamelling-furnace, a furnace for fusing the coat- 
ing of enamel on earthenware, glass, etc. Enamel- 
ling-lamp , a lamp with blowpipe attached for 
ornamenting glass with enamel. 

c 3449 Pecock Repr. 127 Thei schulden leie rather blew 
enameling than reed or whijt. 3550 Lyndesay Sqr. Mel- 
dram 123 Wks. 1879 T *63 Of gold [was] ane garland of her 
heid Decorit with enamelyne. 3652 Evelyn Mem. (1857) 
I. 286, I went to one Mark Antonio, an incomparable artist 
in enamelling. 3688 R. Holme Armoury m. 382/1 An En- 
amelling point.. is for the ordering and setling Ammell . . 
in its place. 1729 Sir J. Clerk in Bibl. Topogr. Brit. III. 
258 A sort of enamelling on the gold socket. ^ C3760 Ibbots 
in Times (1884) 18 Apr. 4/3 Many curiosities of bronzes, 
enamellings, miniatures, etc. 3822 Bewick Mem. 56 The 
latter taught his brother . . enamelling and painting. 1868 
Times 22 Sep. 9/4 Cosmetics, bath preparations and en- 
amelling. 

M' 

15. . Ld. Burleigh Advice to Q. Eliz, in Harl. Misc. 
(1809) II. 277 A fair enamelling of a terrible danger. 

attrib. 1823 Moore Rhymes on Road Ext. vii. 49 The 
small, enamelling touch Of smooth Carlino. 

Enamellist (enarmelist). [f. Enamel sb.+ 
-1ST.] An artist in enamel. 

3885 Mag. Art Sept. 479/2 The pale fawn-colour employed 
by the great enamellists of the age. 

t Ena'melore. Obs. rare~^-. [f. Enamel v. 
+ -ure.] An enamelling, covering of enamel. 
c 3430 Pilg. Lyf Manhode 1. xcv. (1869) 51 Eche of them 
was enameled, and in each enamelure ther was propre 
scripture. 

II Enamora*do. Obs . [Sp., f. enamorar to 

, Enamour] * Inamorato. 

1677 Sir T. Herbert Trav. 74 (T.) An enamorado neglects 
all other things to accomplish his delight. 

t Ena morate, V. Obs. rare. [f. It. inna- 
morat- ppl. stem of innamorare # to enamour, to 
fall in lone’ (Florio).] trans. To inspire with love. 

Hence Enumerating ppl. a. Also Eua^mora'- 
tion, ecstasy of love. 

1591 Percivall Sp. Did,, Enamorar, to enamorate. 
3624 Heywood Gunaik. vi. 297 The place and object which 
made him first grow enamorated. a 17x1 Ken Hymnotkeo 
Poet. Wks. 1721 III. 112 Still upon my Spirit stream, In 
sweet enamourating Beam. Ibid. Damoret Wks. 1721 IV. 
529, I felt enamourations sweet. 

t Ena*morate, a, and sb. Obs. Also 7 en- 
amoret, -ourite. [ad. It. innamorato : see prec.] 
A. adj . Enamoured. B. sb. A lover. 

Hence Ena morately, adv. 


ENAMORATO. 
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1607 Heywood Fair Maid Exck, i. Wks. 1874 L 21 , 1 am 
a poor enamorate. 1614 Cooke City Gallant in Hazl. 
Dodsley II. 289 A kind enamoret I did strive to prove. 2622 
Burton Anat. Mel, nr. ii. in. Is this no small servitude for 
an enamourite to be every hour combing his head? 1599 
Nashe Lent. Stupe (1871) 38 A third writes passing en- 
amorately, of the nature of white-meats. 

Enamorafco, enamorata, obs. forms of In- 
amorato, Inamorata. 

1756 Connoisseur cxxiv. 21, I have lately taken a survey 
of the numerous tribe of Enamoratos. c 1763 Babler (1767) 

I. 164 No. 39 Various were the tricks related of this un- 
happy enamorato. 1772-84 Cook Voy. (2790.1 IV. 13x7 
Thinking it would be a bad precedent, and an encourage- 
ment to other enamouratoes. 1812 R. H. in Exam. 25 
May 327/2 The kissing of a girl by two enamoratoes. 1841 
Catlin N. Amer. Ind. (1844) II. Iv. 198 One of his little 
fair enamoratas, or ‘ catch crumbs' such as live in the halo 
of all great men. 

Enamour (ense’mai), v. Forms: 4-5 an- 
amo v ujr, -or, 4-9 enamor (6 ennamor), 5 en- 
amur, 7 enamore, inamor, -our, 4- enamour, 
[a, OF. enamour-er , f. en- (see En- 1 ) + amour love 
(see Amour) ; equivalent formations are Pr., Sp., 
Pg. enamorar , It. innamorare .] 

1 . trims. To inspire or inflame with love. Chiefly 
pass. To be enamoured', to be in love. Const. 
of, + on , f upon, with. Also Jig. 

2303 R. Brunne Handl. Synne 8170 A grete mayster and 
a syre Was anamourde so on hyre. c 1383 Chaucer L. G. IV. 
1606 She wex enamoured vpon this man. 1494 Fabyan vi. 
clxxvii. 174 Of this Lowys, it is testifyed . . that he shulde 
enamoure hymseife vpon a menchon {i.e. nun]. 1530 Palsgr. 
532/1 She hath as many craftes to enamour a foole upon her 
as any queene in this towne. 1549 Coverdale Erasm. Par. 
2 Cor. iii. 8 So is oure soule euerye daye more and more secre- 
atelye enamoured. 1590 Shaks. Mids.N. iv. i. 82 Me- thought 
I was enamoured of an Asse. a 1626 W. Sclater Sermons 
Experimen tall (1638) 210 Methinks, therefore, that I might 
enamore you of love towards this mercy of God in Christ 
Jesus. 1629 Donne Whitsund. Sertn., Gen. i. 2 Wks. 
1839 1* Lord, thou hast enamoured me, made me in 
love. 1671 Milton P. R. ii. 211 Should she . . Descend 
with all her winning charms^ begirt To enamour, c 1750 
Shenstone Solicitude 5 With her mien she enamours 
the brave. x8oi Wellington in Gurw. Disp. I. 336 It ap- 
pears that he was much enamored of one of the Koorg 
Rajah’s sisters. 1838 Longf. Epimeth. x, Him whom 
thou dost once enamour. 1878 Browning La Saisiaz 32 
Where that lady lives of whom enamoured was my 
soul. 

2 . In weaker sense : To charm, delight, fascinate. 
Chiefly pass. Const, of + on, f with. 

2590 Shaics. Mids. N. 111. i. 141 Mine eare is much en- 
amored of thy note. 1647 Saltmarsh Sparkl. Glory (1847) 
10 7 Those only graces that the world can. .be enamoured on 
in God's people. 1692 South Serm. (1697) I. n Whether. . 
Anger . .Revenge. .Wantonness . . could have at all affected 
or enamour’d the mind of the same Socrates. 1742 Richard- 
son Pamela III. 55 Lord Davers himself is become in- 
amour’d of your Letters. 1790 Burke Fr. Rev. 83 They 
are so much enamoured of your fair and equal representa- 
tion. 2866 Dickens Lett. (1880) II. 262, I am not so much 
enamoured of the first and third subjects. 

U 3 . To desire passionately, fall in love with. 

1854 Bailey Festus (ed. 5) 445 The pining spirit Which 
doth enamour immortality. 

Enamoured (ence-msid ) y ppl. a. [f. prec. vb. 
+ -ED k] Full of the passion of love ; in love. 
Also, in weaker sense, charmed, fascinated. 

a 1631 Donne Poems (1650)38 Th' inamour’d fish will stay. 
1665 Glanvill Seeps. Sci. xiv. 83 The enamour’d Intellect. 
x66g Woodhead St. Teresa 1. xxxvi. 268 This Glass was .» 
set in our Lord himself, with such an enamoured commu- 
nication of himself. 1709 Steele Tatler No. 27 T 6 Love 
. . had that Effect on this enamour’d Man. 2824 Wordsw. 
White Doe 1. 85 Where the enamoured sunny light Brightens 
her that was so bright. 1855 Milman Lat. Chr. (1864) V. 
vni. viii. 23 The enamoured princess could not endure life 
without him. 1877 Dowden Shaks, Prim. vi. 82 The en- 
amoured Venus, 

lienee Ena’monredness. rare. 

a x6j8 Woodhead Holy Living (1688) 56 Sensual loves, or 
enamour’dness of any earthly person or thing. x8.. Mrs. 
C. Clarke On Coriolanus n. i. 164 Among the most intense 
utterances of spousal enamouredness . 

Enamouring (enarmorig), ppl. a. [f. En- 
amour v. + -iNGrbJ That enamours ; lovely. 

- 1667 Decay Chr. Piety viii. § 3. 265 The . . enamouring 
invitations he makes to us. cx68o Beveridge Serm. (1729) 

II, 460 They enjoy . . infinite and enamouring perfections. 
a 2716 South Serm. (1717 1 III. 392 He.. grasped at the 
most enamouring Proposals of Sin. 

Enamourite : see Enamorate sb. 
Enamourmsnt (enae’maiment). [f. Enamour 
v. 4- -ment ; cf. OF. enamourement . ] The state 
of being enamoured. 

a 1711 Ken Hymns Evang. Poet. Wks. 1721 I. 25 Pure 
like the Saints Enamouraments above. 1886 J. Payne tr. 
Boccaccio' s Decameron II. 23 The countess, beginning with 
her first enamourment. 

[Enanation : given in some mod. Diets, with 
a reference to R. Brown Botany (1874) where it is 
a misprint for Enation.] 

Enanger, Enangle : see En- prefA 2, 1. 
Enantiopathic (ense;nti,0,p8e*Jrik), a. Med. 
[f. as next + -ic.] Of or pertaining to Enantio- 
pathy ; that acts by causing effects contrary to 
those of the disease. 

2830 Edin. Rev. L. 523 The . . enantiopathic . . opposes 
contrary to contrary. 1884 in Syd. Soc. Lex. 


Enantiopathy (enae:nti|*rpa}>i). Med. [as if 
ad. Gr. Hvavriowa&eia, f. kvairno^aOrjs of contrary 
properties, f, ivavrios opposite 4- -ndQos feeling.] 
An occasional synonym of Allopathy ; the treat- 
ment of disease by contraries. 

283 2 Sir W. Hamilton Discussions App. iii, C. 682 Enan- 
tiopathy, and not homoeopathy, is the true medicine of 
minds. 2884 in Syd. Soc. Lex. 

Enantiosis (ensemtii^R-sis). Rhet [mod.L., 
a. Gr. ivavriwais, f. ivavnb-ecr&at to oppose, f. 
hvavrios contrary.] A figure of speech in which 
the opposite is meant to what is said ; irony. 

2637 J* Smith Myst. Rhet. 218 Enantiosis, a figure when 
we speak . . by a contrary. 2721-2800 Bailey, Enantiosis , 
contrariety ; a Rhetorical Figure. In mod. Diets. 
Enantyr : see Enaunter. 

Enapt, enarbour : see En- prefix 1 2. 
tEnarch. (enautj), v. Obs. Cf. Inarch, [f. 
En- 1 •+■ Arch sb . ; cf. OF. enarchier.\ a. trans. 
To build or set in the form of an arch. b. To 
arch in or over, draw an arch over. e. Her. In 
pass, of a chevron : To have an arch within its 
inner angle. Hence Ena*rch.ed ppl. a. 

c 2430 Lydg. Star. Thebes (E. E. T. S.) 2253 A porche bilt 
of square stonys ful myghtely enarched. 2362 Leigh A r- 
morie (1597) 105 b, The fielde Argent, a Cheueron enarched 
Sable. 1611 Steed Hist. Gt. Brit. ix. xiL (16321 705 Enarch- 
ing the ayre with a spatious Rainebow. 2610 Guillim 
Heraldry 11. vi. (1611) 57 Sometimes enarched sometimes 
reuersed. 2632 W eever A nc. Fun . Mon. 842 This enarched 
Monument. 

Ena*rcMng vbl. sb., variant of Inarching. 

2727 Bradley Fam. Diet. s.v. Grafting \ Grafting by . . 
Enarching. 1872 H, Macmillan True Vine iii. 117 Graft- 
ing by enarching. 

Enargite (enaudgpit). [f. Gr. ivapy-rjs clear 
(from its cleavage being apparent) 4 - -ite.] A 
black sulph-arsenide of copper, of metallic lustre. 

1832 Shepard Min. 350 Enargite . . massive, granular or 
columnar. 

t Ena’rn, v. Obs. [a. OF. enarme-r to arm, 
f. en - in warmer to arm ; cf. An armed.] = Arm v. 

1 . trans. To put into arms ; to fit or equip with 
armour or weapons. Also refi. 

c 2320 Cast. Love 1351 He was en-armed ful stronge. 
1430 Lydg. Citron, Troy 1. vii, The nauye . . Well enarmed 
and rychely vitayled. 1500-20 Dunbar Lament Ma- 
karis vi. Anarmit vnder [Maitland MS. enarmit baith with] 
helme and scheild. c 1565 Lindesay (Pitscottie) Chron. 
Scot. (1728) 60 We exhort your Majesty to enarm yourself. 
2384 Hudson tr. Du Sartos' Judith i. 371 (1613) (D.) While 
shepherds they enarme vmis’d to danger. 1830 J. Mayne 
Siller Gun 128 Dumfries, in mony a chosen band, Enarm’d 
appears. 

b. fig. 

c 1420 Pal lad. on Husb. 1. 623 Thei wol . . his courage 
enarme. 1541 Becon News out of Heaven Wks. (1843) 46 
And the better enarm himself with courageous valiance to 
fight against the crafty and subtile assaults of his enemy 
[the Devil]. 2582 Andreson Serm. Paules Crosse 61 Our 
wicked nature, .enarmeth hautie contempt against them. 

2. transf. 

? a 2400 Morte Arth. 920 The vesare, aventaiie, en- 
armede so faire. c 2420 Pallad. on Husb. 1. 502 And hete 
eke wol thi hous enarme. 2496 Bk. St. Alban’s , Fishing 27 
The carpe . .is. .stronge enarmyd in the mouthe. 

3 . Cookety. To lard, garnish with bacon. 

c 1420 Liber Cocorum (1862) 29 The crane is enarmed ful 
wele..With larde of porke. 1494 Fabyan vii. 599 Bore 
hedes in castellys of golde and enarmed. 

4 . Her. To depict in various colours the arms 
(beak, hoofs, tusks, etc.) of a bird or beast. Also 
transf. ( nonce-use ), to describe as if heraldically 
the ‘ arms ’ of (a hawk). 

14.. Praise of Vere 74 in Todd Illust. Gower <$* Ckaiic. 
306 [His auncestry] Beryth hym [the boar] azure enarmyd 
with gold, i486 Bk. St. A wans A vij b, To begynne at 
hir fete and goo vpwarde as knyghttis been harnesside and 
armeed, & so we shall enarme her [the hawk]. 1818 in Todd. 

Hence Ena’rmed ppl. a., furnished with armour, 
equipped for battle. 

c 1400 Destr. Troy xxx . 12262 In company with knightes 
enarmit. 1572 Knox Hist. Ref. Wks. 1846 I. 222 With 
the hole bandis of B'rench men enarmed. 2382-8 Hist. Jas. 
VI (1804) 93 Requyring support of enarmit men for defence 
of the King’s caus. 

Enarm, var. of Inarm, to embrace. 

Enarme (enanm). [a. OF. enarme buckler- 
strap,] The strap by which a shield or buckler 
was held on the arm. 

1885 H. Dillon ed. Fairholt’s Costume Gloss, s.v. 

t Ena rme (e. Obs. [f. OF. enarmer to arm 
(see Enarm v.) ; Godef. cites masse enarmee armed 
body.] = Army. 

£•2430 Lydgate Bochas (1558) I. viii. 112 She bad Barach 
. . that he shoulde a great enarme take. But he for drede 
thys ioumey gan forsake. Ibid. III. x. 36 Thenarme of 
Xerxses to sustene, This woman faught lyke a fell woluesse. 
Ibid. III. xxi. 3 With him he had a full great enarmee, 
Chose out of Cartage in stele armed bryght. 

t Ena*rmonre. Sc. Obs. rare — l . [f. Enarm v., 
after armour Armour; a suit of armour. 

1513 Douglas AEneis viii, ix. 57 Of als mony enarmouris 
spul^eit clene. 

t Ena*rrable, a. Obs. rare. Also 5 enarra- 
buile. [ad. L. endrrdbilis, f. endrrare : see next.] 
That may be related or told. 


EETAUNTER. 

2623 Cockeram ix, Which may bee Declared, Narrable* 
Enarrable. 

K Used by mistake for innarrable [ad. L. inndr * 
rabilis ], that cannot be described. 

2482 Monk of Evesham (Arb.) 47 This gold smyth. .wyth 
an enarrabulle gestur . . joyde to my leder. 1492 Caxton 
Vitas Pair. (W. de W. 2495) 1. xliv, 76 a/2 This day haue I 
seen thynges enarrable. 

t Rnarrate 3 v. Obs. [f. L. mdrrat - ppl. stem 
of endrrd-re , f. «?- out + ndrrdre to relate.] trans. 
To tell out clearly. 

2750 tr. Leonardus ’ Mirr, Stones 41 The causes . . it 
would be useless here to enarrate, 

t Enarration. Obs. Also 6 ennaration. 
[ad. L. enarratidn-em , n. of action f. e~ndrrd-re : 
see prec.] 

1 . An exposition, a commentary. 

2563-87 Foxe A . # M. (1596) 48/2 Heraclitus. . first began 
to write .. ennarations upon the new testament. 1570 Bil- 
lingsley Euclid 1. xx vi. 37 As witnesseth Eudemus in his 
booke of GeometrieaU enarrations. 2609 Bible (Douay) Ps. 
cl. comm., S. Augustin in. the conclusion of his Enarrations 
or Sermons upon the Psalmes, explicated! a mysterie. 1647 
Torshel A Designe 8 The Ancients framed their Com- 
mentaries, Enarrations, Scholies, etc. 

2 . A description, detailed story or narrative. 

2592 tr. Junius on Rev. xvii. 7 There is [in the Apoca- 
lypse]. .an enarration of the beast. 2666 J. Smith Old Age 
(1676; 68 An Anatomical Enarration of the.. . compounding 

arts of these limbs. 2678 Cudworth Intell. Syst . x. v. 802 
n that enarration which is written, concerning the Rich 
man and Lazarus. 1717 David Wilkins in Monk Life of 
Bentley (1833) II. 21 The whole discourse contained . . 
nothing but an enarration of his performances. 2826 G. 
S. Faber Difficulties of Romanism (1833) 301 Augustine’s 
Enarrations on the Psalms. 

f Ena rrative. Obs. rare . [f. L. endrrdt- ppl. 
stem of enarrdre : see Enarrate and -rvE ; cf. 
narrative .] a. A story, tale. b. An argument, 
reasoning. 

1560 Rolland Crt . Venus 1. 256 Me to perswade with 
wrang enarratiue Lufe to abstene. Ibid. 757 Thay all hard 
Venus enarratiue. 

t Enarra*tor. Obs. [a. L. endrrdt or, agent-n. 
f. endrrd-re\ see Enarrate.] He who pro- 
claims or tells forth clearly. 

2620 Guillim Heraldry in. xxiv. (1660) 241 Not . . only a 
Spectator, but also a. .Zealous Enarrator of his Wisdome. 
Enartlirotiial (enaa])r<?wdial), a. Anat. [f. 
mod.L. enarthrodia (f. Gr. iv in + apQpcobta Ar- 
throdia) = Enarthrosis + -AL.] Of the nature 
of, or belonging to, the ball-and-socket joint. 

2836-9 Todd Cycl. Anat, II. 884/2 A true enarthrodial or 
cotyloid articulation is developed. 1845 Todd & Bowman 
Pkys. Anat. I. 71 An enarthrodial or ball-and-socket joint. 

Enarthrosis (enaijm?u*sis). Anat. [a. Gr. 
ivapOpoocns jointing in, f. evapQpos jointed. Gf. 
arthrosis.] The jointing of the ball-like head of 
a bone into a socket ; the ball-and-socket joint. 

1634 T. Johnson tr. Parey’s Chirurg. vi. xlii. (1678) 166 
Enarthrosis, when the head of a bone is wholly received in 
the cavity of another. 1741 Monro Anat . (ed. 31 249 The 
superior round Head of this Bone of the Arm is articulated 
by Enarthrosis, with the Glenoid Cavity of the Scapula. 
1816 Kirby & Sp. Entomol. (1828) III. xxxiv. 412 M. La- 
treille calls the articulation of the head in this genus Apo- 
derus Enarthrosis. 1870 Rolleston Anim. Life 33 The. . 
needs of these limbless animals [Ophidia] are met by the 
‘ball and socket' articulation or enarthrosis of the pro- 
coelian bodies of their vertebrae. 

Enascent (znae-sent), a. rare . [ad. L. ends- 
cent-em , pr. pple. of enasci, f. e- out + ndsci to be 
born.] That is just coming into being. Also fig . 

1745 Warburton Occas. Refi. 11. Wks. (1811) 385 An enas- 
cent equivocation. 1791 E. Darwin Bot. Gard. 1. 61 The 
new annals of enascent time. Ibid. 1. iv. 489 Enascent 
leaves expand. 

f Enatant, a. Obs. rare~ x . [ad. L. enatant- 
em, pr. pple. of enatd-re to float up, f. e- out + 
natdre to swim.] Floating up, coming to the 
surface. 

1657 Tomlinson Renou’s Disp. 552 Then should . . the 
enatant bran [be] received into a sieve. 

f Enata tion, Obs. rare— 0 , [ad. L. enata - 
tidn-em , n. of action f. enatare to swim out.] A 
swimming out, an escape by swimming. 

2732-1800 in Bailey. 2775 in Ash ; and in mod. Diets. 

Enate (z*mdt), a. Rhys. [ad. L. endt-us, pa. 
pple. of enasci, f. e- out +• ndsci to be born.] That 
has grown out : said of the apophysis of a bone. 

2666 J. Smith Old Age (1676) 276 The Enate parts . .or 
the Apophyses of the bones. 1884 in Syd. Soc. Lex. 

Enation (mi^Jhn). Bot. [ad. L. endtion-em 
outgrowth, f. enasci : see prec.] (See quot.) 

1842 Gray Struct. Bot. vi. § 3 (1880) 179 Outgrowths, 
mostly from the anterior or sometimes posterior face of 
organs = Enation. 

t Enanmter, conj. Obs. rare . Also 4 enantyr. 
[A variant of an, in, on aunter , Fr. en aventure : 
see Adventure sb. 1 c.] In case that ; lest by 
chance. 

c 1307 Coer de Lion 484 Enantyr hym tydde swylk a chaunce. 
1579 Spenser Sheph. Cal. Feb. 200 Anger nould let him 
speake to the tree, Enaunter his rage mought cooled bee. 
1589 Mar Marline 5 For men of litrature t’endite so fast, 
them doth not sitte, Enaunter in them, as in thee, thair 
pen outrun thair witt. 


EUATIGATE. 


EE CASE. 


f Eua’Vigate, z>- Obs .- 6 [ad. L. emmigdt- 
ppl. stem of enaviga-re to sail over, f. e- ont-b 
navigare to sail.] irons. To sail out or over. 

, 1623 in Cockeram. X847 in Craig ’; and in mod. Diets. 

Hence Enaviga'tion.. ' . 

- mi-d in Bailey. : , x'77S in Ash. 

Enazure: see En prefP 2. 

• Enb-, obs. spelling of Emb-, 

•f Eu'barssisig, vbl. sb. Obs. In 4 enbais- 
synge, enbasshinge. [corrupt var. of abaissing, 
Abashing.} Abashment, dismay. 

c X374 Chaucer Boetk. iv. i. 109 A grete mernayle and an 
enbaissynge [v.r. enbasshinge] wij^outen ende [L. injflniti 
stuporis\. 

+ Enba-ned, pple. Obs. [Etymology and 
meaning obscure : Matzner compares Pr, emba- 
namen a kind of defensive work, f. en- (see En-) 
+ bona horn.] ? Fortified. 

c 1325 E. E. A Hit. P. B. 1458 Couered cowpes. .as casteles 
arayed, Enbaned vnder batelment. 6 x340 Gaw. < 5 j* Or. Knt. 
790 Enbaned vnder ]?e abataylment. 

t Enba*sted, pple. Obs. rare’- 1 . Of uncertain 
formation and meaning ; the Parker Soc. editor 
explains * basted ■ or steeped. 

a 1555 Philpot tr. Curb's Def. in Wks. <'1842) 375 The 
Holy Ghost, which may not permit the same [Scriptures] 
notwithstanding to be oppressed with superstition, and to 
be enbasted [L. imbni} with vain opinions, 
f Enbene, v. Cookery. Obs. Also enbane. 
[?var. of Emb ain to bathe, steep.] irons. ?To 
baste ; to steep. 

c 1420 Lib. Cure Coc. 26 Enbene hit [a capon on the spit] 
wele withe \>y ry3t honde. Ibid. 27 With solkes of eyren 
enbene hit Jbo ox tonge] ay whille J?at hit rostes. c 1450 
Noble Bk. Cookry 1 Napier 1 107 Take w'hit bred and lay it 
in a disshe, and enbane it with wine. Ibid. 1x8 Enbane it 
with yolks of eggs. 

Enbewte ; see Embeauty. 

Enbibe, enbibing, obs. ff. Imbibe, -ing. 
f Enblow, v. Obs . rare. In 4 pa. pple. en- 
blowid, enblawen. [var. of Inblow v.J 
a. To inflate, puff up. b. To inspire. 

1382 W vclif Pref. Ep. Jerome ix, But perauenture Tul- 
lyus is to be wenyd enblowid with the spirit of retorik. 
<71400 ApoL Loll. 30 Bischopis, enblawen wi)> enuy of J?e 
fendis temptacoun. 

t Enbo'rd, v. Her. Obs. [? f. Fr. phrase en 
lord . ] - Bobdure v. 

Hence Enbo-rding vbl. sb. = Bordure sb. 

148 & Bk. St, Albans , Her. Bjb, A differens calde en- 
bordyng. 1586 Frrne Bias. Gentrie 154 The thirde brother 
had his coate Enborded. Ibid. 155 The fifth brother had his 
enbordinge checquie of two tracts. 

Enbrade, -braid^e, var. ff. Emb raid. Obs. 
[Enbreame, a misprint for extreame, Extreme ; 
in some Diets with definition ‘sharp, powerful’. 

XS77 Northbrooke Dicing (1843) 4 To . . indure the oper- 
ation of enbreame purges.] 

f Eubreston. Obs. rare~K 
c 1450 Noble Bk. Cookry (Napier) 87 Sethe it till it be on 
enbreston. 

Eabusche, -bus she, obs. ff. of Ambush. 
li 3 E 2 nca*dre. Crystallog, [a. F. encadri, pa. 
pple. of encadrer to frame, f. en- in + cadre a 
frame.] (See quot.) 

18x7 R, Jameson Char. Min. 2x2 A crystal is named 
encadre, when it has facets which form kinds of squares 
around the planes of a more simple form already existing in 
the same species. ; 

Eucsenia (ensrnia). Also 4 encenia, en- 
eennia, 5 encenye. [a. L. encaenia, a. Gr. (ra) 
lytccuvia dedication festival, f. *v in + icaivus new.] 
fl. A renewal ; a dedicatory festival. 

138. Wyclif Serm. Sel. Wks. II. 105 Encennia is as myche 
as newinge in our speche. 1387 Trevisa Higdon (Rolls) 
IV.119 )>at halowynge [of the temple] is i-clepede Encenia. 

■ 2 . The anniversary festival of the dedication of 
a temple or church : esp. (among the Jews) of 
the Temple at Jerusalem. 

1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R . ix. xxxiv. (x49S N - 370 En- 
cennia is the dedicacion and halowynge of a newe temple. 
1483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 285/x The fest of Encenye . . was 
the dedycacion of the Temple. 1673 Cave Print. Chr. 1. 
vi 124 The Encaenia of the ancient Church are annual 
festivals in memory of the dedication of their particular 
Churches. X721-X800 Bailey, Encaenia, among Christians 
signifies the Consecration or Wake-days of Churches. 

3 . The annual Commemoration of founders and 
benefactors at Oxford University, held in June. 

x6gx Woon Ath. Oxon. II. 474 Jeremias Wells, .spoke in 
verse in the first Encaenia at the dedication of Sheldons 
Theater. 1870 W. Collins Man <$• Wife (1871) 466 App., The 
Vice-Chancellor announced that if the proceedings were in- 
terrupted any more the Encamia would be abruptly closed. 

Encage, incage (en-, ink^-dg), v. [f. En- 1 , 
In- + Cage sb . ; cf. Fr. encager.’] irons. To con- 
fine in, or as in, a cage. Hence Enca*ged,///. a. 

. *593 Shaks. 3 Hen. VI , iv. vi. 12 Such a pleasure as 
incaged Birds Conceiue, When, etc. 1595 Spenser Bonn. 
Ixxiii, Doe you him . . in your bosome bright . . encage. 
atSgt Donne Poems (1635) 152 Bajazet encag’d, the 
shepheards scoffe, 1633 P. Fletcher Purple I si. 11. xlii, 
A cave the winds encaging. 1633 Earl Manch. Al 
Hondo (1636) 191 Like as a Bird that hath beene long 
encaged. 1791 Bentham Panopt. 37 Noise, the only offence 
by which a man thus encaged could render himself trouble- 
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some, x8x2 Byron Ch. Har. 1. Ixxxi, The generous soul. . 
Which the stem dotard deemed he could encage. 1843 
Blackw. Mag. LIII. 675 The ^Eolus [is there] to recall and 
encage the tempestuous elements of strife. 1854 Thackeray | 
Newcomes J. 114 The two little canary birds encaged in 
her window. 4 

t Bnca’gemeilt. Obs. rare- 1 . In 7 in-, [f. 
prec. + -MENT..] The state of being encaged. J 

1620 Shelton Quix. iv. xxi. 540 Your incagement, and as 
you imagine, inenantment, in that coop. 

Encalendar : modernized spelling of Incalen- ; 
dab v. T Obs. , 

f Enea*lf, a. Obs. rare- 1 , [f. phrase in calf : 
see En - pref . Of a cow : That is in calf. 

1556 Richmond. Wills (1853) 90 To everye of the sonnes 
of Evan Haddocke my sonne in lawe one encalf qwye. 
Encalm : see En - pref v 2. 

Encamp (enkse*mp), v. Also 6-8 incarnp. 

[f. En- 1 r Camp j'A 2 ] 

1 . irons. In military sense: To form into a 
camp; to settle or lodge in a camp. 

1568 Grafton Chron. II. 618 He encamped his armye 
very stronglye, both with trenches and artillery. 1588 
Shaks. Tit. A. v. iL 126 Bid him encampe his Souldiers 
where they are. 1640 E. Dacres tr. Machiavellt s Prince 
etc. 83 It is almost impossible that an army can lye incampt 
before a towne for the space of a whole yeere. 1727 Pope, 
etc. Art Sinking no The almighty encamping his regi- 
ments. 1748 Anson Voy. n. xiii. ied. 4) 369 There were 
large parties of them incamped in the woods.. 1863 Geo. 
Eliot Romola fx88o) I. 11, xxvi, 325 The terrible soldiery 
were encamped in the Prato. 

•fib. refl. Obs. 

1549 Cheke Hurt Sedit. (1641) 75 Yee have . . encamped 
your selfe in field, 1592 Shaks. Rom. Jul. 11. iii. 27 
Two such opposed Kings encampe them still 
c. intr. for refl. 

1579 Fenton Guicciard. Cx6i8) in The French men went 
to incampe in the wood of Incoronato. 1596 Shaks. i Hen. 
IV, iv, iv. 82 What, is the King encamp’d ? 1603 Knolles 
Hist. Turks 1638) 171 The yong Emperor., incamped in 
the same place where he before lay. 1759 Robertson Hist. 
Scot. I vn. 500 The nobles encamped at St. Ninian’s. 1858 
Knight Pop. Hist. Eng. IV. 394 The Earl of Feversham. . 
encamped on this morass [SedgmoorJ. 

2 . transf. {intr. and pass.) To lodge in the open 
in tents or other portable or improvised habitations. 

1725 De Foe Voy. round World (1840) 261 We followed 
up the stream . . encamping each night. 1794 Sullivan 
Vino Nat. II. tgx De la Condamine. .was encamped months 
on the volcanos of Peru. 1813 Moore Lalla R. ( 1824) 170 
The place where they encamped . . was the first delightful 
spot they had come to 1855 Emerson Misc ., Tantalus 
Wks. (Bohn) III. 321 We are encamped in nature, not 
domesticated. 

tEnca’mper. Obs. rare. [f. Encamp v.+ 
-er.] One v ho encamps (soldiers) ; a tactician. 

1598 Barret Theor. Warres v. iii. 152 The best Italian 
and Spanish encampers. 

Encamping 1 (enkarmpig'), vbl. sb. Also in- 
camping. [f. Encamp v. + -ing 3 .] 

1 . The action of the vb. Encamp ; an encamp- 
ment. Also attrib . 

. 1590 Sir J. Smyth Disc. cone. Weapons 48 Many encamp- 
ings of armies . . dislodgings, marchings. 1604 Edmonds 
Observ. Csesar's Comm . 85 The Romaines reckened their 
iourneys with their army by their incampxngs. 1622 Bacon 
Hen. VII, 99 (R.) The French knew well enough how to 
make warre with the English by strong encampings. 1706 
Hearne Collect. (Oxf. Hist. Soc.) I. 214 A .. Camp, or 
place of Encamping. 1859 Lang Wand. India 310 Our 
incamping ground. 

f 2 . Transl. of Gr. araOfibsi The distance be- 
tween one encampment and another. Obs. rare. 

1623 Bingham Xenophon 7 The Riuer Euphrates .. was 
about 12 encampings from thence. 1655-60 Stanley Hist. 
Philos. I1701) 116/2 The distance of the place .. being one 
hundred twenty two Encampings. 

Encampment (enkarmpment). Also 8 in- 
campment. [f. Encamp v , + -ment.] 

1 . The action of encamping ; the state of being 
encamped. 

x68S Luttrell Brief R el (1857) I. 381 The encampment 
of his majesties forces on Hounslow Heath. 1709 Steele 
Tatler No. 60 ir 9 The whole Art of Encampment. 1750 
Phil. Trans. XLVIL iii. 5 During our incampment in 
Dutch Brabant. 1774 Goldsmith Grecian Hist. I. 222 
They were once more obliged to forsake culture for en- 
campment. 1776 Gibbon Decl. fy F. I. (R.), A square 
of about seven hundred yards was sufficient for the en- 
campment of twenty thousand Romans. 1836 W. Irving 
Astoria II. 245 Two or three days after the encampment 
in the valley. 

2 . The place where a body of troops is lodged 
in tents or other temporary means of shelter, with 
or without intrenchments ; — Camp sbf 1. Also 
attrib. and fig. 

1598 Barret Theor. Warres v. in 150 Strong encampe- 
ments, if commodities be cut off, not much available. 17x3 
Pope in Guardian No. 173 P8 A green encampment yonder j 
meets the eye, And loaded citrons bearing shields and speares. 
1732 Lediard S ethos II. vm. 169 An incampment which was 
forming in haste. 1838 Lytton Leila i. i, The immense 
and murmuring encampment of the Spanish foe. 

b. transf. The temporary quarters, formed by 
tents, vehicles, etc., occupied by a body of nomads 
or men on the march, travellers, etc. ; = Camp 
sb . 2 4. Also fig. 

X725 De Foe Voy. round World [1840) 64 The creek .. 
where they had formed their encampment. 1825 Bro. 


Jonathan lit. 418 Signs of a small Indian encampment 
1864 Lowell Fireside Trav. 127 A lobster.. So old that 
barnacles had spread Their white encampments o’er its head 
1884 H arper’s Mag. Feb. 339/1 Encampments are common 
. .along the Thames, 
f B. A Masonic meeting. Obs. 

1787 in Burns' Wks. (1856' II. 83 note, At a general en- 
campment held this day, the following brethren were made 
Royal Arch Masons, viz. — Robert Burns, etc. 1878 Wood- 
ford Kenning s Masonic Cyclop., Encampment, the name 
formerly given to the assemblies of Masonic Knights 
Templar, 

Encanker, Eneannibal : see En - pref f 2. 
Encantbis (enkae-njis). Med. Also 7 en- 
chanthis, encanthe. [a. Gr. kymv$ts tumour in 
the inner corner of the eye, f. kv in + KavSbs the 
corner of the eye.] ‘A small red excrescence, in 
the inner eanthus of the eye, growing from the 
caruncula lacrymalis and semilunar fold of the 
conjunctiva’ {Syd. Soc. Lex.). 

1586 Walter Bailey Preserv. Eyesight (1633) 16 Encan- 
this is an excrescence of the same flesh which is in the 
greater Cantho. 1657 Phys. Diet., Enchanthis. 1685 Cooke 
Marrow Chirurg. (ed. 4) iv. §2 i. 193 Encanthe is an in- 
crease of the Glandule in the great corner of the Eye. 1708 
in Kersey, 1721-1800 in Bailey. 1840 Liston Surgery 
(ed. 2) n. 312 Encanthis is a tumour situated in the corner 
of the eye. 1847 in Craig ; and in mod. Diets. 

Encap : see En- pref . 1 2 b. 

Encapsulate, encapsulation, var. forms of 
Incapsulate, -ation. 

Encapsule (enkarpskd), v. Phys. [f. En-! + 
Capsule.] irons. To enclose in a capsule; cf. 
Capsule 2. Hence Enea-psuled ppl. a. 

18 77 F. Roberts Handbk. Med. (ed. 3) I. 64 It maybe- 
come encapsuled by some dense tissue. 1885 W. K. Parker 
Mam. Descent (Hunt. Lect.,i ii. 52 note. The bones and car- 
tilages that encapsule it. 

Encaptivate : see Incaptivate, Obs. 
t Encaptive (enkse-ptiv) Obs. Also 6-7 in- 
captive. [f. En - 1 + Captive a.} To make into 
a captive ; to captivate, enthral. 

1592 Nashe P. Penilesse B ij b. These two Earth wormes 
[Greediness and Niggardize] encap tiued this beautifull 
substaunce [gold]. 1599 — Lenten Stuffs 59 To . . encaptiue 
him to her trenchour. 1605 Daniel Trag. Philotas i. ii, 
More Than my incaptiv'd Fortune doth allow. 

+ Enca'rdion. Bot. Obs.-° [a. Gr. lytcapbiov 
the heart or core of wood.] * Old name for the 
pith of vegetables’ (Syd. Soc. Lex.). 

1727-51 in Chambers Cycl. ; and in mod. Diets. 
Encarn, var. of Incarn, Obs. 

Encarnadine, var. of Incarnadine. 
Encarnalize (enka-jnaloiz) V. Also 9 inear- 
nalize. [f. En- + Carnalize.] trans. To clothe 
in flesh and blood ; fig. to make (an idea) palpable, 
to embody. Also to make carnal, fleshly, gross, 
or sensual. Hence Enea-rnalized, ppl. a. 

1847 Tennyson Princ. m. 298 Those monstrous males'/. 
Encarnajize their spirits. 1850 H. Coleridge Poems II. 
157 So incarnalise The strong idea. x86o Ellicott Life 
Our Lord ii, 42 The pagan of the East may have fabled of 
his encarnalized divinities. 1876 Farrar Marlb. Serm. 
225 Thepoor, vain, .intellect, .is encarnalised and depraved. 

Enearnate, obs. form of Incarnate. 

Ii Enca’rpa, sb. pi. Arch. Obs. rare- 1 . [L. 
encarpa , a. Gr. eytccpira, neut. pi. of eympwos ; 
cf. Encarpus.] Festoons of fruit (as an archi- 
tectural ornament). 

1662 Evelyn Sylva G776) 387 The Berry adorning the 
Intercolumniations with scarlet festoons and Encarpa, 
1709 in Kersey. 1721-1800 in Bailey. 1775 in Ash. 

tEncaTpOUS,^. Phys. Obs.— ° [f.Gr Zympn-os 
(see next) + ous.] 1 Pregnant ’ (Syd. Soc. Lex.). 
Encarpus (enkaup^s). Arch. [ad. Gr. I7- 
tcapnos containing fruit, taken as = ey/capira ; see 
Encarpa.] ‘The festoons on a frieze; consisting 
of fruit, flowers, leaves, etc.’ (Gvvilt). 

Encarve: see En- preffl 3. 

Encase, incase (eg-, igk^^s), v. [f. En- 1 , 
In- + Case sbf Cf. Fr. encaisser.] 

1 . trans. To put into or enclose within a case or 
receptacle. Also fig. 

zjzj De Foe Hist. Appar. v. (1840) 45 Souls which have 
been encased in flesh. 1792 A. Young Trav. France 243 
Are not individuals to, . incase the dead bodies, Jn whatever 
manner they please? 1823 Scott Peveril xlviii, The crea- 
ture was incased [in a violoncello] and mounted on a man’s 
shoulders ! 1856 Kane A ret. Expl. I. xix. 240 The body 
was encased in a decent pine coffin. 1875 Jowett Plato 
(ed. 2) III. 671 A little soul is encased in a Targe body. 

2 . To overlay, surround, hem in as with a case. 

1633 P, Fletcher Purple I si. v. xxxiv, The glassie wall 

(that round encasing The moat of glasse is named from that 
enlacing). 1791 Cowper Iliad x. 348 Whose horns I will 
encase with gold. 1795-7 Southey Poet. Wks. II. 149 
Green moss shines there with ice incased. 1827 M’Mur- 
trie Cuvier's Anim, Kingd. 170 The sternum . . is divided 
by a moveable articulation Into two lids, which, . completely 
encase the animal in its shell. 1862 Stanley Jew. Ch, 
(1877) 321 The sanctuary was.. encased with buildings, 
b. To clothe, cover, invest. Chiefly humorous. 
1725 Pope Odyss. 1. 333 In radiant Panoply his limbs in- 
cas'd. 1833 Marryat P. Simple xxxi. His legs were 
encased in silk stockings. 1871 Blackie Four Phases 1. 13 
Well encased in warm sheepskin jackets and felt shoes. 
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EETCASEMEHT. 

Encasement (enk*t*sment). Also incase- 
merit, [f. Encase zl+-ment.] That which en- 
cases ; receptacle, covering, sheath. 

1741 Monro Anatomy (ed. 3) 152, I have . . described the 
incasement of the teeth. 1849 Fraser's Mag . XXXIX. 664 
Gorgons and dragons . . look grim from out of their stony 
encasement, 1856 Kane A ret. Expl. I. vi. 56 His . . horn, 
from the tip to its bony encasement, four feet. 1863 Sala 
Capt. Dang. III. v. 176 Wedge after wedge [was] driven 
in between his Legs, .and the Iron Incasement, 
b. Biol. = Emboitement. ( See quot.) 

2879 tr. Haeckels Evol. Man. I. ii. 36 Encasement . . the 
false idea that the germs of innumerable generations pre- 
viously formed and encased one in another, existed in every 
organism. 

Encash. (enkae-J), V. [f. En-I + Cash sb. 1 : cf. 
Fr. encaisscr .] 

1. trans. To convert (drafts, hills, notes, etc.) 
into cash ; to Cash. 

1861 Goschen For. Exck. 203 The seller of such a bill . . 
would send his bill to be encashed. 2880 Daily News 17 
Dec. 7/4 Messrs,. Morton, Rose and Co. are prepared to 
Encash the Coupon, falling due 1st January next. 

2. To receive or obtain in the form of cash pay- 
ments; to realize. 

2861 Goschen For. Exch. 77 The silver thus encashed is 
to be actually shipped to England. ^ 1879 R. H. Lang in 
Macm. Mag. Sept., The communication of the revenue en- 
cashed. 1888 Pall Mall G. 5 Apr. 12/1 A sum which it will 
take many nights to encash. 

Encashment (enkie-fment). [f. prec. vb. + 
-ment.] The action of encashing; concr. the 
amount of cash receipts. 

, 1861 Goschen For. Exch. 26 Encashment of dividends or 
other sources of revenue. 1882 Standard 23 Aug. 5/4 The 
Moniteur. .publishes the encashment to the 31st of July, 
Eneastellate, var. of Incastellate, Obs., to 
make into a fortress. 

[Enea*stie. 06 s.- 0 ? Misprint for Encaustic. 

1623 Cockeram, Encasticke, one that can enamell.] 

f Encau*ma. Obs—° [a. Gr. eyfcavjj,a result 
of burning in.J 

1. * The scoria of silver * (Syd. Soc. Lex.). 

2. A deep, foul ulceration of the cornea, fol- 
lowed by destruction of the eye. 

1708 in Kersey. 1847 in Craig ; and in mod. Diets. 

8 . Formerly used for the mark left by a burn, or 
the vesicle produced by it’ {Syd. Soc. Lex.). 

1708 in Kersey. 1775 in Ash. 1847 in Craig. 

tEncairse, v. Ohs. Also 6 incawse. [f. 
En - 1 + Cause vi] trans. To cause. 

14. . Caxton Chron. 226 The which disguysynges . . en- 
caused many myshappes. 1527 Andrew tr. Brunswykes 
Distyllacions F. iv, Thre or foure droppes of the same 
water put in defe eares. .incawseth heryng againe. 

II Encaustes (enkp-st/z). [a. Gr. iy/cavarijs 
in same sense, f. iytcaUiv to paint in encaustic.] 
A painter in encaustic. 

2775 in Ash. 1850 Leitch Muller's Anc. Art % 310. 354 
Nicias the great encaustes. 

Encaustic (enkp*stik), a. and sb. Also 7-8 
in Gr. or L. form encaustiee, 8 encaustica. [ad. 
Gr. iy/cavan/ebs, f. ky tcaieiv to bum in.] 

A. adj. 

1. Pertaining to, or produced by, the process of 
* burning in ’ : a. with reference to the ancient 
method of painting with wax colours, and fixing 
them by means of fire ; also to modern processes 
of similar nature. 

1756 Phil. Trans. XLIX. 654 The new encaustic painting, 
or painting in burnt wax. 1762-71 H. Walpole Vertue’s 
Anecd. Paint. {1786} V. 2 The revival of encaustic painting. 
1841 W. Spalding Italy % It. 1 st. 1. 193 The processes of the 
ancient art, now lost . . particularly the Encaustic method. 
1867 A. Barry Sir C. Barry vi. 184 The great fresco and 
encaustic pictures. 

b. in wider sense, with reference to any process 
by which pigments are ‘ burnt in > e.g. enamelling, 
painting on pottery, etc. Encaustic brick, tile: 
one decorated with patterns formed with different 
coloured clays, inlaid in the brick or tile, and 
burnt with it. 

1656 Blount Glossog?-., Encaustick (encausticus), enameled, 
wrought with fire, varnished. 1781 Hayley Tri. Temper vi. 
174 The. .artist, whose nice toils aspire To fame eternal by 
encaustic fire, i860 Smiles Self- Help ii. 45 The manufac- 
ture of encaustic tiles, 1879 Sir G. Scott Led. Archil. 1 . 
277 The splendid encaustic floor is still perfect. 

, 2. transf and Jig. 

1822 De Quincey Confess. Wks. V. 232 Those encaustic 
records which in the mighty furnaces of London life had 
been burned into the undying memory. 1872 H. Macmillan 
True Vine vi. 260 The encaustic lichen on the rock. 

B. sb. , 

1 . [ad. Qrt. hyKavaTucii ^X V V^] The art or pro- 
cess of encaustic painting. Chiefly applied to the 
ancient method of painting so called, or its mod* 
imitations (see A. 1 a) ; occasionally to enamel- 
ling, painting on pottery, etc. 

x6ox Holland Pliny II. 546 The art of painting with fire 
{called Encaustiee'. 1708 Kersey, Encaustics or Encaus- 
tica, the Art ofEnamelling. .withfire. 1838 B’nbss Bunsen 
in Hare LrfeiiBqg) I. xi. 481 The method of painting in en- 
caustic, practised by the ancients. 1844 Disraeli Coningsby 
m. iv. 106 The walls, .entirely painted in encaustic by the 
first artists of Germany. 1848 WoRNtrk Led. Paints by 
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R. A*s 221 note. Encaustic-. . practised by the later Greeks 
. . appears to have been nothing more than burning-in with 
a heater (cauterium) the ordinary wax colours. 

T 2 . A pigment or glaze applied by * burning in’. 
1662 Evelyn Chalcogr. iv. Misc. Writ. 1,1803) 277 A cer- 
tain encaustic or black enamel. ^ 

Encaustically (enkp'stikali), adv. [f. En- 
caustic +-AL+-LY-.] In encaustic. 

_ 1857 De Quincey in Page Life 1.2877) II. xviii. 139 Burnt 
in, encaustically painted. 

f Encave, V. Obs rare— 1 , [a. OF. encave-r f, 
en in + cave cellar.] To put into a cellar ; to hide. 
1604 Shaks. Oth. iv. l. 82 Do but encaue your selfe. 
-@jices su ffix. [a. k t. -ence, ad. L. - entia , form- 
ing abstr. sbs., usually of quality, rarely of action, 
on pply stems in -ent-, e.g. sapient-em knowing, 
sapient -ia knowingness, sapience ; audient-em 
hearing, audient-ia the process of hearing, audi- 
ence. As the ppl. stem had -ent-, - ant-, the deri- 
vative sbs. had -entia {prudential, - antia {in- 
fant ia); but all these were levelled in OFr. to 
-< ance , in words that survived in popular use, or 
were formed analogically on the pr. pple. in 
-ant ; as ai dance, assistance , complaisance , conten- 
ance, nuisance , parlance , seance. These were sbs, 
of action or process, the value- with which the 
suffix was retained in Fr. as a living formative. 
But subsequently other L. words in -ntia, which 
had not survived in the living language, were re- 
adopted on the analogy of these, but with -ence 
or -a?ice according to the L. vowel, e.g. absence , 
clemence , diligence , ilegance, presence, providence, 
prudence, temperance , violence . These were sbs, 
of quality or state ; all Fr. words in -ence are of 
this class.. Both classes were adopted in ME. in 
their actual Fr. forms and senses, which they 
generally Still retain ; blit since 1500, some of those 
in -ance have been altered back to -ence after L. 
All words since adopted from or formed on L., 
follow L. precedent as to -ence or -ance. The 
result is that the modem spelling of individual 
words, and still more of groups of cogn. words, is 
uncertain and discordant; cf. assistawf, consist- 
ence, exis teuce, resist#/*^, subsisted ; attend- 
ance, superintend#^ ; ascends/, -ent, -ancy, 
-ency, condescends#?; depends;//, -ent, - ance , 
-ence, independsA? ; appear#/*#?, appars/ ; pertin- 
ence, appurten ance. In sense, words in -nee are 
partly nouns of action, as in OFr., partly of state 
or quality, as in L. The latter idea is more dis- 
tinctly expressed by the variant -ncy (see -Y « -ie 
: — ia) which has been formed in Eng. as a direct 
adaptation of L. - ntia ; see -ency, -ancy.] 

|| Enceinte (anssent), sb. [Fr. ; f. on late L. 
type *incincta, f. ppl, stem of incingere to gird, 
surround closely.] An enclosure ; chiefly in Forti- 
fication (see quots.). 

1708 Kersey, Enceinte , Compass, Inclosure. 1733 Cham- 
bers Cycl. Supp ., Enceinte , in fortification, the wail, or 
rampart, which surrounds a place, sometimes composed of 
bastions and curtains, either faced or lined with brick, or 
stone, or only made of earth. 1866 Kingsley Hcrew, I. i, 
It did not seemingly form part of the enceinte of the 
mediaeval castle of the Wake. 2879 Cassells Techn. Educ. 
IV. 236/2 The * enceinte' or ‘ body of the place' is the main 
enclosure of the fortress. 

|| Enceinte (ansaefif), a. Forms : 6 [insented] 
6-8 enseint, 7 einsent, inseint, 8- enceinte. 
[Fr. ; = Pr. encinta, Sp. (written as two words) en 
cinta, It. incinta late L. in-cincta , explained by 
Isidore (6th c.), as * ungirt f. in- negative prefix 
+ cincta, pa. pple. of cmgpre to gird. 

Others explain the word as the pa. pple. of incingere to 
ut a girdle on, gird (the It. and JPr. forms of this verb 
eing used for * to render pregnant’}, or as phrase date L. 
*in cincta — in cinctu - in a girdle. See Diez and Scheler.] 
Of women ; Pregnant. f Privement enseint 
(legal AF.): see quot. 1613. 

[1599 Will of G. T ay lard (Somerset Ho,), Yf my wife be 
pryvyment insented w fc a manchilde.] x 6 oz in J. P. Rylands 
Chesh. f Lane. Fun. Certif. (Record Soc. 2882}, Agnes 
was priviement enseint w th a sonne. 2613 Sir H. Finch 
Law (1636) 127 His wife priuement inseint (that is, so with 
childe as it is not discerned!. 1723 Sheffield ( Dk. Buckhm.,) 
Wks. 12753' II. 1 14 During a possibility of being left en- 
ceinte. 2766 Blackstone Comm. 11. xL 61 Leaving his 
wife enseint or big with child. 2860 Tanner Pregtiancy i. 
26 Those Parisian ladies who were fortunately enceinte. 

Enceintesliip (ahsae'htjip). nottce-wd. [f. En- 
ceinte a. + -ship.] The state of being Enceinte. 

2841 Fraser's Mag. XXV. 24 Another anecdote of her in 
her enceinteship, if such a word may be allowed. 

Enceladite (ensedadsitx Min. [f. L. En- 
celad-us, the name of one of the giants + -ins.] 
‘A borotitanate of magnesia and iron, with 15 to 
20 p. c. of boric acid * (Dana") ; = Warwickite. 

1846 Hunt in Amer. Jml. Sc. Ser. 11. II. 30, I .. would 
propose for it the name Enceladite. 

Encell : see En- pref . 1 1. 

Encendiary, obs. form of Incendiaey. 
Encennia : see Encaenia. 


ENCETTB. 

Eneeiss(e, obs. forms of Incense. 

Encense, variant of Ensense v. Obs. 
f Bnce'BSer. Obs. . 'Also 4 enscenser. 5 en- 
eemsor. [a. OF. encensier late L. type *incen- 
sdriiim, f. incens-zmi Iff cense. Hence aphetically 
Cense u.] A censer. 

1382 Wyclif Ex. xxxvii. 16 And enscensers of most clene 
gold. 1480 Caxton Ovid's Met. xm. xiii, Eneas .. gaf to 
the Kynge of his jewels, .a moche ryche encensor. 

t Enee # nt, v. Obs.—° [? Back-formation from 
Incentive.] ? trans, ?To excite. Only in E n- 
eemting vbl. sb. {rare— 1 ). 

c 1400 Lay Folks' Mass-bk. App. iii. 225 Deuoute sterynge 
J>orou3 goostely encentynge of herte. 

Encent(i, var. Ensent, obs., to consent. 
Eneentive, obs. var. of Incentive.. 

Eneentre ; see 'Em- pref 1 1.. . 

II Emce^kala (ense-fala), sb.pl. Zool. [mod.L.j 
f. Gr. Iv in 1 fce<[>a\ 7 i head,] A division of Mol- 
lusca, . including those which have a distinct head. 

2834 Woodward Mollusca (,1856,1 24 In the Encephala, the 
tongue is armed with spines. 

II Ence’plialij sb. pi. Obs.~° [mod.L., f. as 
prec.]. Worms generated in the head. , . 

1736 in Bailey. 2775 in Ash. 

Enceplialic (ens/fm*lik), a. [f. Gr. iyfdcpaX-os 
the brain +-IC.J Pertaining to the brain or En- 
cephalon. 

2832 R. Knox Ctoqud's Anat, 447 Every encephalic nerve 
is enveloped by an external membrane. 1863 Grote Plato 
II. xxiii. 159 The .. (encephalic) soul, located in the head. 
1870 Daily News 1 Nov., Typhoid fever of the encephalic 
type. o ■ ' 

Encephalitic (ensef ali-tik), a. Path. [£ 
next; see -10.] Pertaining to encephalitis. 

2866 A. Flint Princ. Med. {1880) 727 This encephalitic 
softening is generally red in color. 

Encephalitis (ensefalortis). Path. [f. Gr. 
lynitpaX-os the brain 4 - -ITIS.] Inflammation of the 
brain and its membranes. Now chiefly in sense ; 

6 Inflammation of the substance of the brain as 
distinct from its membranes ’ {Syd. Soc. Lex.). 

1843 Sir T. Watson Led. Physic (2872) I. 348 The dis- 
order I am about to consider has been called encephalitis, 
1866 A. Flint Princ. Med. (28801 717 The terms encephaA 
litis and eerebritis denote inflammation of the substance of 
the brain. 1880 H. M. Jones in Med. Temp. Jml. July 
185 One was complicated with encephalitis. 

Encephalocele (ense-faWd). Med. [f. Gr. 
iyKt<pa\o~s the brain + fcr}\r} tumour.] 4 Protru- 
sion of a portion of the brain through a preter- 
natural opening in the skull ’ {Syd. Soc. Lex.). 

1835-6 Todd Cycl. Anat. I. 744/1 That malformation 
termed encephalocele. 2878 T. Bryant Pract. Surg. I. 239 
In the true encephalocele, the brain itself is pressed out of 
the skull into the external tumour. 

Encephaloid (ense’faloid), a. Path. [a. Fri 
endphalo'ide (Laennee) f. Gr. hytUtyaX-os the brain 
+ -did.] That resembles the brain or brain-struc- 
ture ; the distinctive epithet of soft cancer (sar- 
coma). 

2846 W. H. Walshe Cancer 8. 1872 Peaslee Ovar. 

Tumours 20 The encephaloid variety is more common than 
the scirrhous. > 

Encephalon. (ense*fal^n). Anat. [a. Gr. (rd) 
iyukepakov what is within the head.] What is 
within the skull ; the brain. 

2742 Monro Anat. Nerves (ed. 3) 14 The Cortex of the 
Encephalon. 1802 Med. Jrnl. VIII. 98 The meninges of 
the encephalon, as well as the brain itself, were in a state 
of high inflammation. 2882 Mivart Cat 239 The . . En- 
cephalon, is that enlarged part of the nervous centres which, 
is contained within the cranium. 

Encephalopathy (ensefalp*pa)?i). Path. [f. 
Gr. iyjciipako-s brain + - vadeia , f. ira$os suffering.] 
Disease of the brain in general. Hence Ence- 
plialopa'tMc a., pertaining to encephalopathy. 

2866 A. Flint Princ. Med. (xb8o) 767 Saturnine Encepha- 
lopathy. 2876 tr. Wagner’s Gen. Pathol , 585 Polyuria had 
occurred in consequence of violent encephalopathies. 2866 
A. Flint Princ. Med. (1880) 767 Other manifestations of 
lead-poisoning, .may. .precede the encephalopathic attack. 

II Encephalos (ense*falps). rare. [a. Gr. iy- 
tei<pakos the brain.] ■= Encephalon. 

2708 Kersey, Encephalos, whatever is contained within 
the Scull. 2836-7 Sir W. Hamilton Metaph. I. App. 41 1 
The female encephalos is considerably smaller than that of 
the, male. t ■■■ 

Encephalous (ense*fabs), a. Zool. [f. Enqe- 
phal -a + ous.] Of molluscs: Possessing a dis- 
tinct head ; belonging to the Encephala. 

2851 Richardson Geol. viii. 229 The encephalous orders 
possess organs of sense. 2875 Blake Zool. 243 Encephalous 
molluscs, with locomotive and prehensile organs. , .. 

Eneerche, var. of Ensearch, v. Obs. 
t Enee rtain, v. Obs. rare. [f. En -1 + Cer- 
tain a.] trans. To certify, inform 
c 2536 Ld. Berners Arthur (2814) 525 At laste she was 
encertayned that, etc. ; , 

Encertin, Sc. var. of Incertain a. {adv.) Obs . 
uncertain, without purpose, 
t Enceirr. Obs. [a. obs. Fr. enmeur, encceur 
(? f. phrase eh cceur in the heart).] A disease o£ 
the chest affecting horses arid oxen.- ■ ; ' i 


I 


BHCHAKTBESS, 


E 3 STCH. • 

16x6 Surfl. & Markh. County . Farme 139 The Enceur 
doth bring present death to horses. 

Ench, obs. var. of Inch. 

Eachace, obs. form of Enchase. 

Eachafe (enjtf^’f),^.' Obs. or arch. Forms : 
4 ©Hchaufye, 4-7 enchauf(e, 4- enchafe ; also 
7 inchafe. [ME. mckaufe, an alteration of es- 
chaufe , Achape.J 

X. trans. To make hot or warm. Also to 
excite, irritate. 

c 1374 Chaucer Booth, in. iv. 73 As fire, .ne stintep nat to 
enchaufen [Camh. MS. eschaufen] and to ben hote. 1375 
Barbour Bruce n. 395 The glide, at enchaufyt war Off Ire. 
1470-85 Malory A rthur xviii. xv, Syr Lauayne was ryden 
to playe hym to enchauffe his hors, c 1534 tr. Pol. V erg. 
Eng. Hist, 11846) I. 43 The legates of Rome being enchafed 
with such woords. x6ox Holland Pliny I. a'25'Hee alone 
after this maner inchafeth himselfe, and giues an edge vnto 
his anger. Ibid. xvm. xxx, The Fruinent. .soone catcheth 
a heat, and is quickly enchaufed. x6ix Shaks. Cymb. iv. 
ii, 174 They are as rough (Their Royall blood enchafd as 
the rud’st winde. 18x2 H. & J. Smith Rej. A ddr. 86 Thy 
embryo form .The dark enlightens, and enchafes the cold. 
2 . intr. To grow hot. Also Jig. 
cx 380 Sir Per umb. 2256 He louap hat fyr ; let hym en- 
chaufye ynne. 1382 Wyclif Job vi. 17 As thei enehaufe, 
thei sW be losid fro ther place. 

Encka fed, ppl . a. [f. Enchafe v. -f-EDb] 
Furious, excited, irritated. Also Jig. 

1604 Shaks. Oth. 11. i. 26, I neuer did like mollestation 
view On the enchafed flood. 2802 Joanna Baillie Met . 
Leg. W. Wallace. lxxx, Like th' enchafed lion bound. 
Enchain (enitj^'n), v. Forms: 4 ©neheinen, 
5~7 enchayn, 7 encheine, 6-8 inchain, 7 in- 
diayn., 6 - enchain, [a. OF. enchaine-r , f. en- 
(see En-I) + chaine Chain 

1. trans. To put in or hind with chains ; to 
chain up, fetter. 

2491 Caxton Pitas Pair. (W. de W. 1495) 1. xxx. 26 b/a 
Some men broughte to hym a chylde enchayned. 1603 
KnoLLEs Hist. Turks (1621)1331 Putting into their [Chris- 
tian slaves] places the Turkes which had inchained them. 
1756 Nugent Gr. Tour France IV. 73 The statue of Lewis 
XIV . . with four slaves enchained, denotes his victories. 

+ b. To surround or hem in as with a chain. 

1581 Styward Mart. Discip. 11. 129 The Turke..doth in- 
chaine and fortifie the Campe. 

2. jig. a. To c fetter 1 , restrain ; to impede the 
free or natural action of. 

1751 Johnson Ramhl. No. 159 F 5 Bashfulness, .may flush 
the cheek, .and enchain the tongue. 1838-9 Hallam Hist, 
Lit, IV. iv. vii. § 57 He was never enchained by rules. 
x 88 o Mazzini Royalty 4 Repub. 187 Do not enchain one of 
its (the intellect’s] faculties. 

b. To hold fast, rivet (the attention) ; to bind, 
attach (the emotions) closely to an object. Hence 
with personal obj. See Enchaining ppl. a. 

1658 T. Wall God’s Rev. Enemies Ch . 17 Great affec- 
tion, .believes a possibility of that to the liking of which 
it is enchained. 1844 A. Welby Poems (1867) 46 Thy 
song enchained a thousand hearts. 1851 C. Bronte in Mrs. 
Gaskell Life 1185 7) II. 236 Rachel’s acting . . enchained me 
with interest, and thrilled me with horror. 1863 Burton 
Bk. Hunter 48 In a noble library the visitor is enchained 
to reverence and courtesy by the genius of the place. 

c. intr. for refl. To become closely united. Obs. 
c 1400 Test. Love n. 11560) 285/2 Dignitie with honour, and 
reverence, causen harts to encheinen. 
f 3 . To link together as in a chain. Obs. 

1642 Howell For. Trav. (1869) 33 One contracts and en- 
chaines his words. 1768 Bp. Warburton Lett. Eminent 
Divine (18091 422 The parts of the argument are so en- 
chained with one another that, etc. 

Hence Encharned ppl. a. 

1654 R. Codrington tr. Hist. Ivstine 297 He. .filled not, 
as his Father, the prisons with enchained Citizens. 

Enchaining ( en , tj<? * nig ), ppl. a. [f. Enchain 
v. -+• tng ".J That enchains, 
f X. Forming a chain or linked series. Jig. Obs. 
1658 R. White tr. Digby’s Powd. Symp. (x66o) 143 These 
. . causes are so enchaining one within the other. 

2 . That holds or rivets the attention. 

1823 Sismondfs Lit. Europe (1846) I. ii. 55 Scarcely a 
volume . . contains passages breathing a more enchaining 
eloquence. x 866 J. Martineau Ess. I. 64 The most en- 
chaining and irresistible is James Mill. 

Enchainment (en|tj<?'mment). [f. Enchain v. 
+ -MENT.] The action of enchaining; the state 
of being enchained. 

1750 Warburton Julian n. Hi. Wks. (x8ix) VIII. 132 A 
connection and enchainment of one fact to another. 1849 
Miss Mulock Ogilvies xxxix. (1875) 298 Passing enchain- 
ments of sense or fancy. X855 Ess. Intuit. Morals 101 The 
doctrine of the necessary enchainment of action with action. 
+ Encharp, v. Sc. Obs. rare.— 1 [— * encheap , 
f. En- 1 4- Cheap ib. or vb.] intr. or absol. To ‘ do 
a trade \ 

c 2475 Rauf Coil^ear 318 Quhair ony Coihear may enehaip 
3 trow till encheif. 

Eachair : see En - prefJ 1. 
d Eucha’nce, sb. Obs. rare— 1 . In 5 en- 
chaunee. [as if OF. *encheance f. encheoir to 
happen : see En -1 and Chance] = Chance. 

1432-50 tr. Higden (Rolls) I. 151 Enchaunce movenge 

(L. agitante sorts']. 

t Enchamce, v. Obs. rare. In 5 enctLaunse. 
[?f. En- 1 + Chance r£.] trans. ?To adventure. 


144 

(But prob. a mere mistake for enhaunsest : see 
Enhance.) ' 

1483 Caxton Cato C v. Thou takest on the and en- 
chaunsest thyself for to doo hygh and excellent promesses. 

t Encha-nfc, sb. Ohs. rare- 1 , [f. next vb.] 
Magic, enchantment. 

1634 Malory's Arthur (1816) I. 120 By the damsel’s en- 
chant [1470-85 enchauntement], the sword Excalibur fell out 
of sir Accolon’s hand. ___ 

Enchant (en,tjcrnt), v. Forms: 4 enahaunten, 
4-6 enchaunt, 6-8 incha(u)nt, 4- enchant, [a. 
F. enchante-r L. incantdre, f. in- upon, against 
+ cantare to sing ; cf. Chant v., Incantation.] 

1 . trans. To exert magical influence upon ; to 
bewitch, lay under a spell. Also, to endow with 
magical powers or properties. Also fig. 

1377 Langl. P . PI. B. xx. 376 The frere with his phisik 
this folke hath enchaunted. 1393 Gower Conf III. 137 
With word the serpent is enchaunted. c 1440 York Myst, 
xxxiii. 288 He enchaunted & charmed oure knyghtis. 1578 
T. N. tr. Conq. IV. India 122 The Indians thought that 
the Spaniardes were inchaunted. a 16x9 Daniel in Farr S. 
P. Eliz. (18451 II. 399 T’ inchant your fame to last so long 
a while. 1635 Pagitt Christianography (1646 1 . 235 Thus 
had the Popes by this time learnt to inchant these words of 
holy scripture, to make them serve for a cloakeof disobedi- 
ence. X042 Fuller Holy 4 Prof. St. v. xiv. 41 x Cockering 
mothers inchant their sonnes to make them rod-free. 1741 
Richardson Pamela I. 55 'Phis little Slut has the Power of 
Witchcraft .. she inchants all that come near her. 1772 
Pennant Tours Scot! (1774) 232 Both these amulets have 
been enchanted. 1818 Jas. Mill Brit. India 1 . 11. vii. 321 
The murdered individual had enchanted them. 

absol. x6x o Shaks. Temp. Epil. 13 Now 1 want Spirits to 
enforce : Art to inchant. 

1 2 . Jig. To influence irresistibly or powerfully, 
as if by a charm ; to hold spellbound ; in bad 
sense, to delude, befool. Obs. 

c 1374 Chaucer Troylus iv. 1395 , 1 shal hvm so enchaunten 
with my sawes. c 1380 Sir her umb. 4187 pan was Char[lis] 
enchanted so With pees traytour, and othre mo 1523 
Ld. Berners Froiss. I. xlvi. 63 To forsake the kyng of Eng- 
lande, who had enchaunted them. 1591 Shaks. i Hen. Vf 
m. iii. 40 Speake Pucell \ and enchaunt him with thy 
words. 1678 Cudworth Intell. Syst. 1. ii. 69 Philosophers, 
and Theologers enchanting mens Understandings. 

t b. To attract, win over, compel or induce, as if 
by magic (to do something). Obs. (cf. Incentive). 

1393 Langl. P. PI. C. xvm. 288 Eueriche busshope.. 
sholde fere hem [his people] fro synne. .And enchaunte hem 
to charite. 1577 Holinshed Ckron. III. 1106/1 Vnlearned 
men may be inchanted to thinke and iudge those that be 
things indifferent . . to be great treasons. 1597 Shaks. Lover's 
Compl, 128 He. .sexes both enchanted To dwell with him in 
thought. 

3 . To charm, delight, enrapture. 

Originally with conscious metaphor as in 2 ; now employed 
more freely, after the mod. Fr. use of enchanter. 

1592 Shaks. Ven. 4 Ad. 145 Bid me discourse, I will en- 
chant thine ear. 1672 Dryden Assignation 11. iii, This 
time I will absolutely incbant ’em. 17x3 Steele Guardian 
No. 22 r 1 Our eyes inchanted with flowery meadows. 1831 
Lytton Godolph. 13 Godolphin was enchanted at this pro- 
posal. 1872 Morley Voltairei 1886) 68 Voltaire is enchanted 
to hear that his niece reads . . Locke. 

'Enchanted, ppl. a . [f. Enchant v. + -eix 1 ] 

1 . Invested with magical powers or properties. 
Also fig. 

1596 Spenser F. Q. iv. vi. 26 The same which . . in that 
enchaunted glasse she saw. x6xo Shaks. Temp. v. i. 112 
Where thou bee'st he or no, Or some inchanted triffle to 
abuse me. 1671 Milton Samson 932, I know .. thy fair 
enchanted cup. 1815 Moore Lalla R. 11824) 330 So power- 
fully on every soul That new, enchanted measure stole. 1877 
W. Jones Finger-ring L. 113 The enchanted rings of the 
Greeks. 

2 . Bewitched, laid under a spell. 

17x0 Steele & Addison TaflerNo. 254? 1 All is Enchanted 
Ground, and Fairy Land. 1769 Junius Lett. xx. 96 The 
enchanted castles of ministerial magic. x 3 xo Scott Lady 
of L. 1. xxvi, On Heaven and on thy lady call, And enter 
the enchanted hall ! 

fb. Deluded, captivated as by magic. Obs . 

X617H1ERON Wks. (1619-20) II. 220 His owne inchaunted 
and beguiled heart, 

3 . Delighted, charmed, enraptured. 

1593 Shaks. Lucr. 83 Therefore that praise which Colla- 
tine doth owe Enchanted Tarquin answers with surmise In 
silent wonder of still-gazing eyes. 1846 Keble Lyra Innoc. 
(1873) 208 Drink the loved cadence with enchanted ear. 

Enchanter (enuja-ntoi). f orms : 4 enchant- 
our, -©or, enchauntur, -or, (encbauntonour), 
4 5 enchauntour, 4-6 -ter, 5 -enre, 6 inchaunt- 
er, 6-7 inchanter, 3- enchanter, [f. Enchant 
v. 4* -EE ; but the ME. forms in -ur, -or, -our, etc., 
are formally a. OF, enchanteor L. hicantdtorem .] 

1 . One who enchants, uses magic (see Enchant 
v. 1) ; formerly also, a ' conjuror 7 , one who prac- 
tices sleight of hand. 

X297 R. Glouc. (1724'' 28 pe kyng Bapulf. .gret enchanter 
was. ^1305 St. Lucy in E. E. P. 1862) 104 Myne en- 
chantours bynyme schulle pi wicchinge. c 1386 Chaucer 
Pers. T. F 615 Fflatereres been the deueles Enchauntours. 
1398 Trevisa Barth. D.P.R. xvi. xL (1495) 566 This stone 
Eliotrop dyscemeth the foly of enchauntours. c 1430 Pilg. 
Life Manhode 11. cxxii. (1869) 121 If evere thou seye an en~ 
chantour pleye with an hat, how he maketh the folk to wene 
there be somewhat under, c 1450 Merlin vii. 113 Now hath 
the enchauntor well spoken. 1541 Ei.yot Image Gov. 7 
Using the counsayle of witches and inchaunters, he made 
his sacrifice with young children. 2598 Hakluyt Voy. I. 56 


He must pay a great surame of money to the inchanter to 
be purified. 2634 Milton Comus 645 By this means I knew 
the foul enchanter. 1727 De Foe Syst. Magic 1. ii. (1840) 
58 Whether, .we consider the Magicians to be philosophers 
or . . enchanters and conjurers.. 1875 J owett Plato ted. 2) L 
215 The art of the enchanter is a mode of charming snakes 
and spiders. . 

b. trans/. A 1 charmer bewitching woman. 

a 1704 T. Bkown Beauties (1730 I. 42 With sure success 
each fair enchanter set Toyles for my heart. 

2 . Enchan.ts-r’s nightshade, Circcea hiietiana. 

1597 Gerard Herbal n. lix. 280 Inchaunters Nightshade 
hath leaues like vnto Petimorell, 1775 Ash, Enchanters - 
nightshade. The name of a plant, the circaea. x86x Miss 
Pratt Flower. PI. II. 290 Order Onagrarise. Circsca 
Lutetlana (common Enchanter’s Night-shade). 

t £ncha*ntery. Obs. rare. Also 3 enchaun- 
terye, (> inchauntry. [a. OF. enchanterie , i en- 
chanteor : see prec,] Magic, enchantment. 

1297 R. Glouc. (1724 ' 148 Ac per was som enchantery per 
to, ich vnderstonde, 1591 Sparry tr. Cattam's Geomancie 
37 The Arte of diuination and inchauntry. 

t Encka*nting, vbl. sb. Obs. [f. Enchant v. 
+ -ING l.] The action of the vb. Enchant. 

x5S3 T. Wilson Rhet. (1567) 95 a, I maie call it rather 
an enchaunting then a murther, 1571 Campion Hist. Irel. 
n. v. (1633) 85 ’Whom the Bishop ascited to purge the same 
of inehaunting and Witch-craft. 

EncXianting (en,tju-ntiq) 3 ///. a. [f. Enchant 

V. + -ING-.] 

X. That enchants or lays under a spell. 

x 55 S Y.D'evi Decades W. Ind. (Arh.) 53 Stoppe thyne eares 
from . . the inchauntynge mermaydes. 1590 Greene Fr. 
Bacon (1861) 172 The enchanting forces of the devil. 1626 
G. Sandys Ovid’s Met. vn. 135 On Pelias . . she hung a 
deathlike sleepe with her inchantirig tongue. 

2. C ha raring, delightful, enrapturing. 

2606 Shaks. AnL 4CV.1 ii. 132, I must from this enchant- 
ing Queene breake off. 2667 Milton P. L. x. 355 Sin, his 
faire inchanting Daughter, thus the silence broke. 17x8 
Lady. M. W. Montague Lett, II. xlviii. 50 It has an en- 
chanting effect. 1872 Morley Voltaire u886) 120 No spec- 
trum analysis can decompose for us that enchanting ray. 

Encbaaitingly ,en,ija-ntigli), adv. [f. prec. + 
-ly^.] In an enchanting manner. 

1600 Shaks. A. V. L. 1. i. 174 Hee’s . . of all sorts en- 
chantingly beloued. 1748 Smollett Rod. Rand, lvi. (1804) 
403 Why are you so enchantingly good ? 1766 C. Anstey 
Bath Guide xiii. xio This Place is enchantingly pretty. 
2804 Moore Poet, Wks. I. 369 Blessed and bright are thy 
rays O’er the brow of creation enchantingly thrown. 

Eachantingness (en|ija - ntignes). nonce - wd. 
[f. Enchanting + -ness.] The quality of being 
enchanting. 

1879 G. Meredith Egoist n. iv. 82 Clara’s enchantingness 
. .assured him she was worth winning. 

Enchantment (enitjcrntment). Forms : 4-7 
enchaunt (e)xnent, 5 -8 inchaunt(©;ment, 3- 
enehantment. [a. OF. enchantement, f. enchanter 
to Enchant : see -ment.] 

1 . The action or process of enchanting, or of 
employing magic or sorcery. 

1297 R* Glouc. 1,1724) 10 A clerk poru enchantement hym 
hi gan to telle, c X386 Chaucer Knts. T. 1943 Thenchaun* 
tementz of Medea and Circes, c 1400 Maundev. iv. (1839) 25 
It is made be Enchauntement. 1470 85 Malory Arthur 
iv. x, By the damoysels enchauntement the swerd . felle 
oute of Accolons hande. 1526 Tindale Rev, xviii. 23 
With thyne inchantment were deceaved all nacions. 1651 
Hobbes Leviath. in. xxxvii. 236 There is no place of Scrip- 
ture, that telleth us what an Enchantment is. 2710 Steele 
Tatler No. 9 F 2 , 1 saw his great Coach, .by a strange In- 
chantment turned into many different Vehicles. 2828 
Scott F. M. Perth xxxiv,That he was under the influence 
of enchantment, was a solution which superstition had sug- 
gested. 1841 W. Spalding Italy 4 It, IsL II. 79 Poetical 
fables have placed Charlemagne in a world of heroism and 
enchantment. 

2 . fig. Alluring or overpowering charm ; enrap- 
tured condition ; (delusive) appearance of beauty. 

1678 Butler Find. in. 1. 1179 Th’ inchantment of her 
Riches, a 1704 T. Brown Praise Drtmk. Poet. Wks. 1730 
I. 32 The soft enchantment of the vine. 1799 Campbell 
Pleas. Hope 1. 7 ’Tis distance lends enchantment to the 
view. 1823 Lamb Elia 1. xviii. (1865) 137 Is there not: .some 
of the child’s hear left, to respond to its earliest enchant- 
ments. 1870 Emerson Soc. 4 Solit., Farming JNVs. (Bohn) 
III. 60 There is a great deal of enchantment in a chestnut 
rail. 1872 Morley Voltaire (1886) 3 The delight of en- 
chantment among ideas of grace and beauty. 

Enchantress (enitja-ntres). Forms : 4-6 
enchaunteresse, 6 enchanteresse, 6 -8 inchant- 
resse, 8- enchantress, [a. OF. enchanter esse, 
fem. of enchanter t t - eor Enchanter.] A female 
enchanter. 

1. A female who employs magic ; a witch, sor- 
ceress. Also fig. 

c 1374 Chaucer Boeth . iv. iv. 123 O feble and ly^t is pe 
hand of Circes pe enchaunteresse. 1480 Caxton Ovid's 
Met. xii. xii, Broteon and . . Orion wer sones of Mycale the 
enchaunteresse. 1568 Grafton Chron. II. 538 A develish 
Witch, and a fanaticall Enchaunteresse. 26x4 Raleigh 
Hist. World 11. 299 Eudor, famous by reason of the In- 
chantresse. 2641 Milton Ch. Govt. n. iii. (1851) 157 The 
fucus which these inchantresses . . have laid upon the fea- 
tures . . of Truth. 2725 Pope Odyss. x. 162 The soft En- 
chantress dame,. to whom the powers belong Of dreadful 
magic. 2794 G. Adams Nat. Exp. Philos. II. xxi. 389 
Philosophy becomes a vain babbler, and Religion a super- 
stitious enchantress. 28x5 Moore Lalla R. (1824) 414 Th® 
Enchantress now begins her spell 


EHCHARG-E, 

2. Jig, A charming or bewitching woman. 

1713 C’tess Winchelsea M isc. Poems 194 There shalt 
thou meet Of soft Enchantresses th' Enchantments sweet. 
*866-8 Miss Braddon Lady's Mile i. 3 The girl he loved 
was the most capricious little enchantress. 

f £ncha*rge, sb. Obs. [a. OF. encharge, f. en- 
charger 1 see next.] An injunction. 

*595 Copley Wits (Nares), His trumpetter . . refus'd this 
encharge and push’d the nobleman himselfe forward. 

Encharge (en,tja-idg), v. Also in-, [a. OF. 
encharger, f, en- (see En- I) + charge Charge jA] 
t L trans* To impose as a charge or duty ; to 
command, enjoin (an action) ; to give (a thing) 
in charge. Const, to, or dat. of the person. Obs. 

c 1374 Chaucer Boeth, v. vi. 178 Grete necessite of prow- 
esse and vertue is encharged and comaunded to 30W yif 3e 
nil nat dissimulen. 1598 Barret The or. Warres i, 17 
So shall he accomplish what is encharged and commanded 
him. Ibid. 20 The Ensigne..the Captaine. .deliuereth. . 
vnto his Ensigne-bearer, encharging him the custodie 
and defence thereof. 1656 Finett For. Ainbass , 54 It was 
beforehand incharged to me to put them from that hope. 
1828 Lamb Lett . in C. & Mrs. C. Clarke Recoil. Writers 
(1878) 160 Mrs. Hazlitt to whom I encharged it. 

■f 2 . To enjoin or commission (a person) to do 
something. Obs. 

c 1535 Dewes Iutrod. Fr. in Palsgr. 897 The whiche hath 
me commanded and encharged to reduce and to put by 
writtyng the maner. 1598 Grenewey Tacitus' Ann. 1. xiv. 
(16221 26 He encharged the Germanes to breake in. 1670 
G. H. Hist. Cardinals n. 1. 130, I have encharged Mon- 
signor Burlemont . . to wait upon you. x68x P. Rycaut 
Critick 199 It had [been] better he had encharged us not to 
suffer, etc. 

3 . To burden, entrust, commission with. 

1640 Bp. PI all Episc. in. i. 220 Encharging them with 
the fiocke over which Christ hath made them Bishops. 1671 
True Non-con/. 161 It js a. .necessary thing, that the more 
..gifted, be peculiarly incharged with the inspection of the 
Clergie. 1750 Beawf.s Le.x Mercat. (1752) 6 The magis- 
tracy it encharged with their execution. t 1868 R. Quick 
Ess. Educ. Ref.xv. 68 A man. .who found himself encharged 
with the bringing up of a young nobleman. 

Enchariot : see En- prefix 1. 
t EncliaTHlj v. Obs. Also 7 incliarm. fa. 
OF. encharme-r , f. en in + charme Charm sb ] 
trans. To throw a charm or spell over; to enchant. 

1480 Caxton Ovid’s Met. xiv, 1, She. .encharmed them 
[the herbes] with sorowful and bevy charmes. 1497 Bp. 
Alcock Mous Perfect. Biij, This wylde beste must be en- 
charmed w c y« scripture of god. 16x1 Speed Hist. Gt. 
Brit . vn. iv. 206 Rowena . . saluted the King with a cup of 
gold full of sweet Wine, incharming it with these words. 
Encharnel : see En- pref 1 2. 
t Enclia rter, v. Obs. rare — l . [ad. OF. en- 
chartrer, f. en in -1- chartre L. carcer-em prison.] 
trans. To incarcerate. 

1483 Caxton G. de la Tour H ij b, Whiche comforted and 
vysyted the poure enchartered and emprysoned. 

t Encha*se, sb. Obs. rare~ x . In 5 enchace. 
[f. Enchase z>.i] Chase ; hunting. 

1486 Bk. St. A Ibans e. j I shall yow tell which be beestys 
of enchace. 

+ Enchase, v. 1 Obs. Also 4-5 enchace, 5 
enchasse. [a. OF. enchacier , f. en - (see En- 1 ) 
+ charier ( see Chase, Catch) : cf. It. incacciare 
to drive.] 

trans. To drive away, banish ; to hunt, pursue. 
c 1380 Sir Ferumb, 2906 To the Galwis-warde . . ]?ay en- 
chacede ]>an baroun. 14. . Tundale s Vis., Purific. Marie 
128 And then all fylth from hur to enchase. 1430 Lydg. 
Chron, Troy 1. vi, Aurora . . Is wonte t’ enchase the blacke 
skyes doune. 1430 Caxton Chron. Eng. v, f 1520) 43/2 The 
folke of Saxon . , you have dryven and enchased. 1491 
Act 7 Hen, VII. c. 20 § 6 The distres so take to lead dryve 
enchace and here awey, etc. 1583 Stanyhurst JEneis 1. 
(Arb.) 30, Swans twelue in coompany flushing . . enchast 
with a murtherus eagle. 1741 T. Robinson Gavelkind 11. 
viii. 263 He may lawfully enchase and drive them out. 

Enchase (en,tj^*s), v. 2 Forms : 6-8 en- 
chace, 6-9 inchase, yinchace, 5- enchase. [In 
senses 1-3, 6 clearly a. F. enchdsser to enshrine 
(sacred relics), enclose, set (gems), encase ; f. en 
vx + ch&sse shrine, casket, case, setting :— L. capsa 
Case sb , 2 Whether senses 4-5 belong to the 
same word appears doubtful ; they may naturally 
have been developed from 3, but in our quotations 
4 appears as the earliest recorded sense, both of 
this word and of Chase v. 2 which is supposed to 
be an aphetic form of it.] 

I. With the idea of ornamentation. 

1 . To c set ’ as a jewel in (gold or other setting) ; 
also, of the enchasing material (quots./g*. only), 
to serve as a setting for. 

1534. Ld. Berners Gold. Bk. M. Anrel. (1546) Q, A man 
being a diamond enchaced among men, yet . . quicke and 
mery amonge women. x66o J er. Taylor Worthy Commun . 
i. v. 98 Because the Sacrament is not without the word, 
they are a jewel enchas'd in gold when they are together. 
1831 Brewster Nat. Magic vii. 159 A speaking head . . of 
the sage Minos, which he had enchased in gold. 1877 W. 
Jones Finger-ring L. 246 A gold l’ing with a ruby enchased. 
fig. 1590 Spenser F. Q. i. xii. 23 My ragged rimes are all 
too rude and bace Her heavenly lineaments for to enchace. 
1607 Chapman Bussy D'Ambois Plays 1873 II. 9 Thou hast 
. .Glosse enough T’enchase in all shew, thy long smothered 
spirit. 176 x H. Walpole in Four C. Eng. Lett. 268 Gray 
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has translated two noble incantations.. They are to be en- 
chased in a history of English bards. X765 Gray Lett, in 
Poems (1775) 314 Four small lakes, .whose deep blue waters 
..contrasted with the black desert in which they were in- 
chased. 2867 Swinburne in Fortn. Rev. Oct. 420 Inter- 
ludes, .known . . to many ignorant of their original setting, 
in which they are now again enchased. 

2. To set (gold, etc.) with gems. 

x6xs G. Sandys ReL Joum. 1. 75 The ornament of her 
head . . of beaten gold, and inchaced with gems. 2690 Songs 
Costume (1849) *96 Inbox of beaten gold. .Inchas'd with 
diamonds, a 1882 Longf. Morit. Salutamus 199 Golden 
cups enchased with rubies. 

b. transf and Jig. 

*589 Greene Menaphott (Arb.) 77 Like to the purest 
molde, Enchac'de with daintie daysies soft and white. 1593 
Drayton Eclog. 1. 38 Whose floore with Stars is gloriously 
inchased. c x6ix Chapman Iliad (1857) .Pref. 71 Plato . . 
with his [Homer’s) verses, as with precious gems, every- 
where enchaceth his writings. 

c. Said of the gems. 

X697DRYDEN Virg. Georg, n. 725 To drink in Bowls which 
glitt’ring Gems enchase. 

3. To inlay or variegate (metal, etc.) with gold 
or silver. 

1640 G. S andvs Christ's Passion 18 See those Roofs, .the 
Beams With burnisht gold inchac’d, and blazing Gems. 
17x6-8 Lady M. W. Montague Lett. I. x. 36 There was . . 
a set of fine china for the tea-table enchased in gold. 1723 
Pope Odyss. xv. 129 This silver bowl, whose costly margins 
shine Enchas’d with gold. 1781 Gibbon Decl. <5* F. II. xiiiu 
603 His armour was enchased with gold. 

4 . To adorn with figures in relief, esp. of repousse- 
work. Hence in wider sense, to engrave, orna- 
ment with engraved figures or patterns. 

1463 Bury Wills (1850) 23 , 1 wille she haue. .my fiat pece 
enchased to make with a saltsaler of sylver [in this docu- 
ment freq. chased in same -sense]. 1682 Wheler Journ . 
Greece ir. 181 Figures of Inchased Work. 2717 Berkeley 
in Fraser Lije{ 1871) 513 The house .. being enchased with 
beautiful relievos of antiquity. 1828 Macaulay M isc. Writ. 
(i860) I. 259 They are not enchased and relieved with the 
same skill. 

b. To engrave (figures'^ on, in a surface ; to 
portray by engraved figures. 

1379 Spenser Sheph. Cal. Aug. 27 Wherein is enchased 
many a fayre sight. 1601 Holland Pliny II. 566 Within 
the hollow part and concauitie he inchased the conflict be- 
tween the gods and the gyants. 1766 Chron , in Ann. Reg. 

1 12/2 He [a type-founder l has found means to enchase the 
points or vowels, without which that character would be 
unintelligible. x868 Sill Poet’s Apol. 1. v, Truth enchased 
upon a jewel rare, A man would keep. 

5. transf. and Jig. To adorn or variegate with 
figures resembling engraving. 

1590 Spenser F, Q. 11. ix. 24 A wandring vine, Enchaced 
with a wanton yvie twine. x6io G. Fletcher Christ’s 
Viet, in Farr S. P. Jas. 7(1848) 47 A thousand colours did 
the bow enchace. 1612 Drayton Poly-olb. viii. 117 His 
manly breast inchaste With sundry shapes of Beasts. x8x6 
Coleridge Lay Serin. 346 The vegetable creation . . inchases 
the . . volume of the earth with the hieroglyphics of her 
history. 

II. With the idea of inclusion. 

0. To enshrine (as a relic) in. [The original 
sense in Fr.] 

1643 Evelyn Mem. (1857) I. 46 Enchased in a crystal 
covered with gold. 1688 H. Wharton Entkus. Ch. Rome 
24 [He] might.. have his Bones enchased in Gold. 1823 
Scott Romance (1874) 68 The highly ornamented Church 
with which superstition has surrounded and enchased it 
[the famous hut of Loretto], 

b. Jig. (often passing into 7.) 

1613 Chapman Odyss. 11. 415 And if, like him, there be in 
thee enchac’d Virtue to give words works. 1626 T. H. 
Cans sins Holy Crt. 37 God seemeth to haue enchased all 
Christian perfection, in Charity. 1649 Jer. Taylor Gt. 
E.xemp. 1. vii. 31 Thy holy Humanity inchased in the ador- 
able Divinity, a 1711 Ken Hymns Evang. Poet. Wks. 1721 
I. 100 Thy bright Idea in my Heart Enchase. 

+■7. To close in, shut in, enclose. Obs. 

1591 Spenser M. Hubberd 626 The Lyon. .Enchaste with 
chame and circulet of golde. i6ox Holland Pliny II. 626 
They [magicians] giue direction.. to inchase or inclose it 
[Chlorites] with a piece of yrou. c 1611 Chapman Iliad 
xii. 56 They charge him close, and stand (as in a tow’r They 
had inchas’d him) pouring on of darts an iron show’r. Ibid. 
xix. 346 Herself the skies again enchased. 2715 tr. Pan - 
cirolius * Hist. Mem . Th. I. ip. xyi. sipSamothrace. . where 
was first invented the Art of encircling, or enchasing Iron 
with Gold [if. 3]. 

8. To ‘let in’ to a ‘chase’ or mortice. Also 
transf. and Jig. 

2621 Cotgr., I abler, to make the Croes of a Caske: viz. 
a furrow or hollow, .whereinto the head-peeces may be en- 
chased. 2616 J. B. Sermon 18 The Soule and the Body 
are olde friends, so enchased, one into another, that, etc. 
a 2774 Goldsmith tr. Scarron’s Comic Romance (1775) i. 81 
His whole head was enchased into his hat. 

Enchased (en|tf?i*st ; poet, enjtp^'sed), pfil. a. 
[f. prec. + -ed !.] In senses of the verb. 

2626 Lane Squire's T. vt. 53 Bold Camballo . . came armd 
in bright enchaced steele. 1828 Keats Endym. Vain as 
swords Against the enchased crocodile. 

+ Encha sement. Qbs. [f. as prec. + -ment ; 
cf. OF. enchaccment of same meaning.] That in 
which anything is enchased ; a setting, frame. 

1651 tr. Coveras’ Hist. Don Fenise 27 Fie. .prepared the 
jewell of his soule for a more pretious inchasement. 2686 
tr. Chardin's Trav. 100 The Mingrelians have a greater 
Esteem for the Enchasements, then for the Reliques them- 
selves. 1772 J. R. Forster Naim's Trav. II. 222 The en- 
chasement of the doors and windows. 


EH CHERISH. 

Enchaser (en,tj<?i-s3i). [f. Enchase +-er.] 
One who enchases or engraves metal. . 

2859 C. Barker Assoc. Princ. ii. 49 The piety and liber- 
ality. .of our early . . enchasers. 1873 Echo 18 Aug. 4/4 A 
very skilful enchaser. 2887 Pall Mall G. 20 Aug. 5/1 Mr. 
Stevenson is not a patient enchaser of far-fetched,' costly 
jewel-words. 

Enchasing (enitJ<?i*siij), vbl. sb. [f. Enchase vj 
+--ING.J The action of the verb Enchase; the 
putting of a jewel into its setting ; in quot.y%*._ 
1831 E. Irving Expos. Rev. I. 49 Without such a setting 
and enchasing in the conditions of time and place. 

I! Enchhssure. rare— 1 . [Fr. ; f. enchdsser ; 
see Enchase zl 2 ] The casing of a relic. 

1726 Lady M. W. Montague Lett. I. 24 The rich images 
of the saints, and the enchassures of the relics. 
Enchasten (enitfFi-son), V. rare- [f. En- 1 -b 
Chasten.] trans. To make chaste, purify. 
c 2800 K. White Time 357 Castaly enchasten’d with itsdews. 
Enehauf(e, -ffe, -fye, obs. ff. Enchafe. 
Enehaunt, obs. form of Enchant. 

Enche, obs. form of Inch. 

1 * Enchea*SOn. Obs. Forms : 3-5 enebesun, 
-oun(e -own(e, 4-7 ench.eson(e, (4 encheison, 
-eyson, 5 enebesen, ? encihoson, mehessoun, 6 
enebesson,) 6-7 enebeason. Also Anchesoun. 
[a. OF .encheson, encheison, f, encheoir , lit. to fall in, 
hence to be in fault (whence encheement ‘ instiga- 
tion, cause’, Godef.). The OF. word was influenced 
in meaning, if indeed its formation was not actually- 
suggested, by the earlier aches on (see Achesoun) 
L. occdsidn-em occasion ; the two words seem 
to have been entirely synonymous, acheson being 
more usual in continental OF., and encheson in 
AF. and in Eng.] 

1 . Occasion, cause, reason, motive. 

1297 R. Glouc. (1724) in He ascode hem . . for wat en- 
cheson heo come. C2325 Shoreham Poems 120 More en- 
cheyson hadde oure Ievedy. .blythe for to be. c 1340 Cursor 
M. 2237 (Fairf.) Quen we se enchesoun . . we may ciymbe 
vp and doun. 2393 Langl. P. PI. C. vii. 40 Couetyse 
contreuede how ich myghte Be holde for holy by pat 
encheison^ c 1430 Henryson Mor. Fab. 83 For what en- 
chesson this Dogs skin haue ye borne? <21430 Le Morte 
Arth. 56 He made inchessoun for to abyde. c 2450 Lone* 
lich Grail xxxix. 466 Thanne knew he wel be his owne 
enchesown that he was a synnere ful grette. 2579 Spenser 
Sheph. Cat. May 147 Thou . . blamest hem much, for small 
encheason, 2597 Guistard SfSismond B ij, Ease, rest, and 
delicates, what great encheason, They give to starre a man 
to corage, a 2628 J. Davies Eglog. (1772) ixo Who whilora 
no encheson couM fore-haile. 1642 Termes de la Ley 135 b, 
Encheson . . signifies . . the occasion, cause, or reason for 
which any thing is done. 264a Bird Magazine of Honour 
86 Upon divers encheasons and occasions. 

2 . By, for encheason of: by reason of, because of. 

1386 Chaucer Melibeus r 627 The ydel man excuseth 

him . . in somer by enchesoun of the grete heat. 2488 Caxton 
Chast. Goddes Chyld. 86 They trowen that by encheson of 
suche manere temptacyon they ben forgoten of her god. 
1494 Fabyan vi. clxxxvi. 187 For encheson that y sayd 
William ayded a noble man of Pycardy. 1609 Skene Reg. 
Maj. 1x2 The King be encheson [ margin , Be reason, or 
because], that the overlord is within his waird, afterward 
giues that land to any man as escheit. 

+ HucheSi t, sb. Obs. [a. OF. enchcoite, f. en- 
cheoir to fall in ; cf. Escheat.] Revenue derived 
from escheats or confiscations. 

1387 Trevisa Higden (Rolls) VII. 259 He 3af hym eche 
day a litel what of enchetes [parum de fisco] to lyve by. 
Ibid. 323 Odo wastede and destroyede the kynges rentes 
and enchetes [fisc os regios \. 1494 Fabyan vii. 306 By theyr 
meanys, y" Kyng loste many forfaytes and encheatis. 

t EncKeadb, v. Obs. rare- 1 . In 5 enchete. 
[f. prec.; cf. Escheat tp.] trans. To confiscate 
for the royal treasury. 

1460 Capgrave Chron. 288 Ye have stered the Kyng to 
enchete alle the temporaltes that longyng to the Frensch 
munkis. 2483 Catk. A ngl. 114 To Enchete, fiscare. 

t Sncbea'ter. Obs. In 4 enebetour, 5 en- 
cbeter. [f. prec. + -er.] — Escheator. 

2387 Trevisa Higden (Rolls) V. 43 Enchetour [fiset ad* 
vocatus ]. 1483 Cath. Angl. xxA An Encheter, fiscator. 

Eneheck: see Ex- firef.! 3. 

Enclieer (enitji^i), v. Also 7 enebear, in- 
cbear. [f. En- 1 + Cheer v.] trans. To cheer, 
render cheerful. Hence Enchee*ring pfil. a. 

1605 Daniel Philotas (2717) 311 Ded., That in better 
place And better comfort they may be inchear’d Who shall 
deserve, etc. <71630 Drumm. of Hawth. Poems Wks. (1711) 
38 The flower of princes . . Enchearing all our dales . . Is 
come. 1652 Benlowes Thcoplu viii. Ixxv, I’ th’ Orient 
Sols enchearing rays. rx8oo K. White Ckristiad ix, No 
■ sweet remain of life encheers the sight. 

; Enchein, obs. form of Enchain. 

!! Enchei’ria. Obs. rare. [Gr. €7xetpfii.] 
Method of maniimlation. 

1672 Newton in Ri^aud Corr. Set . Men (1841) II. 346 The 
want of a good encheiria. 

Enchequer : see En. pref. 1 3. 
t Enche xisb, V. [a. OF. encheriss -, lengthened 
stem of encherir : see En- 1 and Cherish.] trans. 
? = Cherish. Implied in tEncbe*risblng,^/.jA, 
in quot. app. used in sense ‘benefit, advantage’. 

<7x480 in Pol. Poems (1859) 11 • ^86 Yt were . . expedyent 
for oure Kyngs And a gret enscherychyng to all the 
Corny nalte. 
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EVGUTICAL. 


;+ Encyst, v. Obs. Also 7 m-. [f.EN- 1 4 Chest 
jA] trans. To- shut up in, or as in, a chest 
1632 Vicars FEneid (N.), Can thy breast encliest such 
anger still ? 1632 Sherwood, To inchest, encaisser. 

■f Eucke’sted, PpL a. Obs. [f. En- 1 4 Chest sk 
+ -ed.] Furnished with coffers or sunken panels. 
1730 A, Gordon Maffei's Amphith, 285 The Roof is en- 
chested and waved. 

d Bncll@*ve,’ v. : Obs. rare. Also 5 Sc. en- 
cheil [altered, form of acheve , Achieve.] trans ; 
To win, gain possession of. Also intr. To 
succeed. Hence Dnche-ving vbl. sk 
m c 1475 [see Enchaip]. 1470-85 Malory Arthur 1. in. He 
is not here, .that shall encheue the swerd. Ibid. n. iv. The 
cncheuynge of the swerd. 

E&cMri&ion (enkairrdi/n). [a. Gr. hx ei R- 
itiiov, f. iv in + x*ty hand 4 dim. suff. -tSxoF,] A 
handbook or manual ; a concise treatise serving 
as a guide or for reference. 

1541 Coverdale Old Faith Wks. 1844 1 . 49 He [Moses] 
made . . an enchiridion and sum of all the acts of his time. 
*658 Bp. Reynolds Medit. L ord's Supper Ded., I have 
been emboldened to present this small enchiridion., unto the 
hands and patronage of so ... judicious a person, a 1789 
Burney Hist. Mus. (ed. 2) II. ii. 122 The Enchiridion of 
Hubald.. appears first in the volume. 1829 I. Taylor En~ 
ttius. (1850) 224 The Bible . . is the heavenly enchiridion of 
those who are beset with the cares, etc. of the world. 1885 
jBlac.kiv.Mag. June 775/1 This enchiridion or little handbook 
was published in 1575. 

: Eneliisel : see Ex- pnff 2. 

'It Encliondroma (enk^ndr^u'ma). Path. PI. 
enehondromata. Also (formerly) in adapted 
form encliondrom. [mod.L., as if a. Gr. 

SfWjAa, f. iv in 4 x^Spos cartilage,] A tumour 
having a structure resembling cartilage. 

1847 South tr. Chdim's Surgery II. 674 John Muller has 
described it most minutely as Enchondrom. .. such con- 
glomeration is peculiar to the Enchondrom. t 1847-0 Todd 
Cycl. A nat. IV. 133^1 Enchondroma exhibits itself as a 
tumour of moderate size. 1878 T. Bryant Pract Surg. I. 
its Enchondromata. .are most commonly met with in con- 
nection with bone. 

Enehondromatous (enkfmdrdu’mates), a. 
Path. [f. mod.L. enchondromat- stem of prec. 4 
-0U8.] Of or pertaining to Enchondroma. 

1847 Todd Cycl. Anat. IV. 12 1/2 Growths of all kinds . . 
enehondromatous, erectile, etc. 1872 Cohen Dis Throat 
340 A case of large enehondromatous tumor on the under 
surface of the^hard palate. 

Enchorial (enk^-rial), a. [f. Gr. kyx^pi-os in 
or of the country (f. iv in + x&p& country) 4 -al.} 
That belongs to, or is used in, a particular country ; 
a. Used (after Gr. iyxwpia ypd/j.(xara t occurring 
on the Rosetta stone) as the distinctive epithet of 
the popular (as distinguished from the hieroglyphic 
and the hieratic) form of the ancient Egyptian 
"written character ; in technical use now commonly 
superseded by Demotic. b. In general sense 
(somewhat rare.) 

tSzz Q. Pev. XXVIII, 189 A close comparison of the en- 
chorial or demotic character with the corresponding Greek 
on the Rosetta stone, 1864. Sir F. Palgrave Norm. # Eng. 
III. 98 The name, .transmitted by the enchorial tradition., 
is clearly Teutonic. ^ 1882 Pall Mall G. 8 June 4/2 That 
indescribable enchorial something which is British and not 
Netherlandish. 

*t" EncllTG'nicle, Obs. Also 6 encronicle, 
ineronicle. [f. En - 1 4 Chronicle.] trans. To 
enter in a chronicle ; to register, put on record. 

" 1513 Bradshaw St. Werhirgk (1848) 137 Encronicled 
foloweth. .A briefe eompilacion of Kynge Edward seniour. 
1587 R. Long (MS. Brit. Mus,), Yt hath bene th' order of 
all antiant orators . . to . , ineronicle all such worthj'e persons. 
*593 G. Harvey Pierce's Super. 115 Let it be enchronicled 
for one of the,. miracles of this age, that, etc. 
t EnckuTCh, v. Obs. rare. Also 8 inehurch. 
[f. En - 1 4 Church.] trans. To form into, or 
organize as, a church. Hence Enclm-rched ppl. a. 

3681 Whole Duty Nations 64 If Two or three agree, and 
are. .enchurch’d in my Name, I will be in the midst of them. 
1702 C. Mather Magn. Chr. v. n. (18521 283 Its communi- 
cation to the inchurched Gentiles, .is clearly held forth. 
Eneiclopaidion, bad fonn .of Encyclopedia. 

1693 W. Freke Set. Ess. i. 7 Let us. .state any one of the 
Arts and Sciences in the whole Eneiclopaidion. . 

Encincture (ensrq ktiui ) , v. [f. En- 1 + Ctnc- 
»PURE jA] trans. To surround with, or as with, 
a belt or girdle ; to girdle, 

, *821 Shelley Prometh. Unb. 11. iii, [The lake] Encinc- 
tured by the dark and blooming forests. 1839 Eraser's Mag. 
XX. 44 Clusters of fire-flies, .encinctured the green foliage. 

Encincture, sk rare. [f. En- 1 + Cincture.] 
The process of surrounding as with a girdle ; the 
fact of being so surrounded ; concr. an enclosure. 

1814 Wordsw. Excursion v. (18501 143 The chancel only 
showed ,, marks of earthly state , . with the- Encincttire’s 
special sanctity But ill according. 1881 H. G, Hewlett 
in 19 th Cent Aug. 296 The encincture of Rent oh two or 
even three sides with water. 

Eneinder : see En -prep- 2. 

_ Encipher (ensarfai), v. Also 6 incipher, 
[f. .En-1 + Cipher sk] trans . , a. To write (a 
letter), in cipher ; to record in cipher, b. To 
Combine in a cipher or monogram, with. 

*577 Holinshed Chr on. III. 1229/2, 1 saw two letters, the 


one inciphered and the other disciphered. *651 Life Father 
Sarpi 141 That under the Quadragesimale, there were three 
persons enciphred. 1826 E. Irving Babylon II. v. 22 
[Napoleon] Permitting bis- name to be enciphered with the 
. .name of Jehovah. •>-; 

Encircle (ensSuk’l), v. Also 4 ? ensercle, 
7-8 incircle, (7 ineirciile). [f. En- -f Circle.] 

1 . trans. To enclose in a circle. 

a. Of things, bodies of people, etc; : To form 
a circle round, surround, b. To surround, gild, 
encompa-s with. 

? a 1400 Morte Arth. 3943 The. .kynge. .Ses theme alle in 
a soppe in sowte by theme one, With ]?© Sarazenes unsownde 
enserchede [corrected (? conjee turally ^ in Gloss, to enserckde] 

! abowte. 1597 Shaks. 2 Hen. IF, iv. ii. 6 Your Flocke. . En- 
circled you, to hear with reverence Your exposition. *6ix 
Speed Hist. Gt. Brit. vi. xxiv. 1x6 Incirculing their heads 
with this word, setemitas imperL *642 Howell For. Trav. 

( 1869) 46 Great Britaine being encircled by the Sea , . need not 
feare any one Earthly power. 1741 Richardson Pamela II. 
106 , 1 found myself incircled m the Arms of my. .Father. 
1775 R. Chandler Trav. Asia M. 1 . 106 The people., were 
encircling the trunks with tar. 1775 Johnson Tax. no Tyr. 
42 Encircle with a diadem the brows of Mr, Cushing. 1844 
Mein. Babylonian P’cess 1 1 . 20 Some of the nuns encircle 
their naked waists with a girdle of thorns. 1848 Macaulay 
Hist. Eng II. 295 The close which encircles the venerable 
cathedral. 

e. transf. andfg: 

1774 Goldsm. Petal. 83 Satire and censure encircled his 
throne. 1791 CoWper Iliad 1. 46 God of the silver bow, who 
with thy power EncirdestChrysa. 1833 Browning Pauline 
24 Sense supplies a love Encircling me._ a 1876 J. H. New- 
man Hist. Sk. I. 1. iv. 17* The divinity which, .encircled 
the hideous form of Attila. 

2 . Tp make a circling movement about (a person 
or thing). . 

1598 Shaks. Merry IF. iv. iv. 57 Then let them all encircle 
him about. 1624 Capt. Smith Virginia in. ii. 48 Till they 
had twice incirculed the fire. 1638 Wilkins New World 1, 
<1684) 137 Jupiter hath four [Moons] that Incircle him with 
their- Motion. ■ a 3717 Parnell Hesiod , Pise of Woman 
(R.), Hermes. .Her brows encircled with his serpent-rod. 
Enci'rcled, ppl. a. rare.. Also 7 incircled. 
[f. prec. 4 -ed - 1 .] In senses of t he verb. , 

1632 Lithgow Tot all Discourse 4x6 On the incircled plaine 
there groweth nothing but Wheate, Rye, Barley, Pease, 
and Beanes. 1695 Blackmore Pr. A rth. vi . 566 Incircled 
Wrestlers now their Manhood try. 1789 T. Whately in 
Med. Commun. II. 388, I . . attempted to separate the en- 
circled piece. • 

Enci*rcler (ensa-jkbj). rare. Also 7 in- 
circler. [f. as prec. + -ER.] He who or that 
which encircles, girds, or surrounds.. 

1631 Celestina vi. 75 O girdle, incircler of so incomparable 
a creature. 283* E. Irving Expos. Pev. I. 58 The supporters 
and encirclers of the throne of God. 

Encircling (ensaukliq), vhl. sk [f. Encircle 
v. + -iNa b] -The action of the vb. Encircle. 

1632 Lithgow Tot all Discourse 26$ About it [this chapel], 

X meane without the vtter sides of it, and the inward in- 
circlings of the compassing Quiere, there are alwayes burn- 
ing about fifty Lampes. 1836 Arnold Lett. (1844) II. viii, 
48 An image, .of the encircling of the everlasting arms. 

Encircling (enso-iklii)), ppl. a. Also in- 
circling. [f. as prec. + -ingV] That encircles. 

1632 Lithgow Tot all Disc. 2 65 Within incircling bandes 
of pure Gold. 1633 P. Fletcher Purple 1 st v. (,R.s, The 
third . . is like a grape Which all entwines with his encircling 
side. 3:725 Pope Odyss. 1. 526 A realm defended with incir- 
cling seas, 1832 J. PI. Newman Hyrnnp Lead, kindly Light,’ 
Amidst the encircling gloom Lead thou me on. 1871 Free- 
man Norim Conq.[i 8 , j 6 IV.xviih 236 The minster looks down 
on the encircling stream of the Wear. 1873 W. Black Pr. 
Thule ix. 138 The blinding white of the incircling hills. 

Encircnlar (ens 5 'jki^la.i),n!. rare [f. En- 1 
-(-Circular.] Circular. 

*804 J. Grahame Sabbath (1839' 20/2 The host of heaven 
. .adored, .nor changed their form Encircular. 

t Enci*x*culize, V. Obs. rare- 1 , [see -IZE.] 
trans. To surround as with a circle ; to hem in. 

1624 [Scott] Fojc Cpeli Ded. 4 To make his territories 
and Dominions encirculize great Brittaine and France. 

Encist: see Ewprefl 1. 
f Encla. Obs. [obscure : prob. some error.] 
The throat or gullet. 

1541 R. Copland Quest. Chirurg. F ij a, Wherof serueth 
the encla & the amygdales, and faulses. .they serue to pre- 
pare the breth. Ibid. F ij b, The throte called guile or encla. 

Enclad (enklm-d), pple. rare. [f. En- 1 + Clad.] 
Equivalent to encUthed, pa. pple. of Enclothe. 

1863 Sat. Pev. 386 Enclad in the spoils of wolf and of 
wild cat. 

Enclaim: seeEN-//7?/U 3. 
t Eixcla-ret, v. Obs. rare- 1 , [f. En-1 4 
Claret.J trans. To tinge with claret ; to over- 
lay with a elarct-like hue. ; . ■ . 

1648 PIekrick Hesper. I. 192 Cheeks like creame en- 
clarited. 

Enclasp (enkla*sp), V. Also 7 inclasp (in- 
claps). [f. En- 1 4 Clasp sb. and v.] trans. To hold 
in or as in a clasp or embrace ; to clasp tightly ; 
alsoyf^. Hence Encla*sping ///. a. 

*596 Fitz-Geefray Sir F. Drake U881) 14 Enclaspeth 
with hear winged eminence The worlds orbicular circum- 
ference. 1607 f opsell Fottr-f. Beasts iq6 You are xnclasped 
in . . inextricable nets, a *6x8 J. Davies Bien Fenu Wks. 
(1876) 5 ID.) O XInion, that enclaspest in- thyme armes AH 
that in Heau’n and Earth is great or good. 1647 Cudworth 
Serin. 1 John ii. 3-4 (1676) 65 He . . inclaspeth the whole 


world within his outstretched arms. 1783 Lemon 
Lang. Pref 1 (Jod w Why do the ivy and eglantine enS 
so eagerly their oak ? 1834 Disraeli^ Pev. Epick 1 xlix k 
Thy fond hand still I enclasp. X848 H. Miller First 
Impr. v. (1857) 81 Grey lichened rocks, enclasped by spriirs 
of ivy. # 1877 M. Arnold Poems II. 17 The islands feel the 
enclasping flow. 

I! Enclave (enkl^*v, ahkla*v), sk [Fr. enclave, f. 
enclaverto enclose, shut in, ad. late L. inclavdre (. 
in in +clav-is key (Scheler), or cldv-us nail (Littre).] 
A portion of territory entirely surrounded by 
foreign dominions. Also Jig. 

x868 G. Duff Pol. Snrv. 38 Russia looks upon them [the 
Roumans] as destined to be a mere enclave in a Slavonic 
empire. *870 Contemp.Rev. XV. 89 Enclaves in the territory 
of the greatest-happiness idea. 1884 Spectator 2 Feb. 150 
Purely human enclaves in an inspired book. 1885 ‘Pall 
Flail G. x6 Feb. 9/1 Portugal . . possesses an enclave ex- 
tending from Massabe to Red Point, 

Encla*ve, a. Her. Also inclave, [a. Fr. en- 
clavi, pa. pple. of enslaver to dovetail : see prec.] 
Of the border of an ordinary : Having a contour 
like that of a dovetail joint. So Encla ’ved ppl . a. 

__ x66x S. Morgan Sph. Gentry 1. i. 8 This chiefe issuing 
into the sable field of darkness may properly called Inclave 
breaking forth into a label of one point. , 1731 in Bailey 
vol. II. Enclave. 1828 Berry Encycl. Heralaica, Inclave , 
the same as pat tee, or dovetailed. 

II Enclavure, rare- 1 . [Fr.] = Enclave sk 

1851 Sir F. Palgrave Norm. 4 Eng . I. 637 In such en- 
clavures as we have named Vermandois did not possess 
direct authority. 


t Enclaw*ed,^.///A Obs. rare- 1 . Of uncer- 
tain origin and meaning : Robson suggests the 
sense ‘ riveted’, in which case the word might be 
for emlowet , f. OF. encloud nailed. 

c X420 A nturs of A rth. xxx, His mayles were mylke quyte, 
enclawet ful clene. 

Encleanse : see En- prefix 3. 
t Endea r, V. Obs. Also 6 inclear, inelere. 
[f. En- 1 4 Clear a .} 

1 . trans. To make bright or clear ; to give clear- 
ness to (sight). 

3526 Skelton Magnyf 2548 A myrrottr incleryd is this 
interlude. 1556 Abi\ Parker Psalter cxix, Encleare my 
sight : and. me reuiue. 

2 . To light up, illumine, lit. and fig. 

1509 Barclay Shyp of Folys (1874) I. 290 Blynde man in* 
clere thy wylfull ignoraunce. c 15x0 — ■ Mirr. Good Mann. 
(1570 D ij, Christ hath inclered his minde with imvarde light. 
1580 Sidney Ps. Ixxvii, Light of lightnings flash Did pitchy 
cloudes encleare. 

II Eli de re, adv. Obs. [? OF. phrase en der ; 
cf. Clrar al} Brightly. 
a 1440 Sir Degrev. io6x The sonne schonne en clere. 
t Endin, a. Obs. [a. F. enclin late L. in- 
clinis of same meaning, related to inclindre to 
iNChTNE.] Bowed down. 

c 1430 Pilgr. Lyf. Manh.li. xxiv. (1869) 85 If it ne were, 
alle rude wittes woldin ben enclyn and humble hem. 

t Elldinant, a. Obs. In 4 enclinaunt, en- 
elynauut. [a. Ob', enclinant , pr. pple. of endiner 
to Incline.] a. ? Doing homage, submissive, 
b. Inclined, prone {to). 

1330 R. Brunne Chr on. Wace (Rolls) 5320 Of gritty reomes 
euery kynge Were enclinaunt til his coronyng. 1388 Wyclif 
Exod. xxxii. 22 This puple . , is enclytiaunt to yuel. — 
Prov. xxii. 9 Enclinaunt [ v . r. redi] to merci. 

Encliae, obs. var. Incline sb. and v. . 
Enclipse, incorrect form of Eclipse v. 

1606 G. W[oodcocke] tr. Hist. Ivstine xiob, The Moone 
was Enclipsed. 

Enditic (enkli"tik), a. and sk Gram. Also 
8 enclytick. [ad. L. enclitic-us, a. Gr. lynkniK-bi, 
f. hv on 4 /chlveiv lo lean.] 

A. adj. That ‘ leans its accent on the preceding 
word ’ [Liddell and Scott) : in Greek grammar 
the distinctive epithet of those words which have 
no accent, and which (when phonetic laws permit) 
cause a secondary accent to be laid on the last 
syllable of the word which they follow. lienee 
applied to tire analogous Latin particles -que, -ve, 
-ne, etc., and in mod. use (with extension of sense) 
to those unemphatic words in other langs. that are 
treated in pronunciation as if forming part of the 
preceding word, _ 

1656 Blount Glossogr., Rnclitick, that inclines or gives 
back. 1750 Harris Hermes 1. v. (1786. 85 note, The Diver- 
sity between the Contradistmetive Pronouns,^ and the En- 
clitic, is not unknown even to the English Tongue. 1855 
Browning Grammarian's Fun., Gave us the doctrine of the 
enclitic De. 1867 Rawunson Anc. Mon. IV. iv. 227 The 
pronouns had in certain cases an enclitic form. 
dB. sk An enclitic word. 

1663 in Bullokar. 1709 Steele Tatter No. 18 P 1 They 
are busy in making Emendations upon some Encliticks in 
a Greek Author. 1750 Harris Hermes 1. v. <T,), When we 
say, ‘Give me content’, the me. in' this case is a, ^perfect 
enclitick. *878 Parry Grk. Gram. 175 If several Enclitics 
come together, each throws its accent on the preceding. 


t Enclitical (enkli'tikal), a. Obs. Also 7 
{err on I) endytical. [f. as prec. 4 -al.] 

1 , = Enclitic a. 


x6xa Brinsley Lud. Lit. x 10 The Endytical! Conjunction 

S ue. x6$6 Blount Glossogr . , Enclitical conjunctions. . cast 
ack the accent to the syllable going before. 


E35TCLITICISM, 


147; 


EWCLOSXJBE, 


% nonce-use. That leans against something. 

1773 Graves : Spir, Quix. u. vii. (D.) } A little shed or en- 
clitical penthouse. • 

Hence Encli'ticaJly afv., In an enclitic manner, 
as an enclitic. 

x845, Stoddart in EncyclMctrop . (1847).!. 84/1 The Latin 
que, used only enclitically indeed in modern , Latin. 1871 
Earle Philol. Eng, Tong, § 598 <1880-, The second and 
third words lean enclitically upon the first. 
Encliticism (enklrtisiz’m). [f. as prec. 4 
(See quot.) 

1887 Earle Philol. Eng. Tong. § 254 Accentualleahing 
on some other word, .is Encliticism [printed Enclyt-]. 
Enclog : see En- preff 2 . 
t Encloi* ster, v. Also 7 encloystre, -ter, 
inoloyster, incloister. [f. En-1 + Cloister: cf, 
F. encloitrer , and OF. encloistre sb., cloister.] 

1. trails. To shut up in a cloister or monastery. 

x6i2 Drayton Poly-olb. xxiv, Maids and widow’d queens 

Incloister’d that became. <2x670 • Hacket Cent. Serm. 
(1675)221 Is., to be incioystered in an unmarried estate 
for ever. 

2. transfi and fig. To shut in; to immure or 
imprison ; to confine. 

1596 R. L. Diella, 1596' When day incloistred is In 
dustie pryson of infernall night. 1627 Drayton Agincourt 
208 Poems .. In priuate chambers, that incloistered are. 
a 1638 Mede Ck. for Chr. Worship Wks. n. 336 This notion 
of endoistering a Deity by an Idol. 1654 Sir R. Baker tr. 
Balzac's Lett, to Card. Richelieu God hath not: conferred 
such extraordinary endowments upon you, to be for ever 
encloistered within your self. 1670 Penn Truth Rescued 
49 They were not there encloyster’d for not agreeing in 
their Verdict. . 17x0 Brit. Apollo III No. 91. 2/1 Such 
Damps could be , . Encloistered and Pent in. 

•3. To furnish with cloisters. See Encloistered 2 . 
l ; .f Encloi stered, ppl . a. Obs . Also 6 in- 
eloisfcered. [f. prec. + -ed I.] 

1. Shut up in cloisters or monasteries. 

1550 Lever Serm. (Arb.) 73 Settyng abrode incloystred 
papistes. 

2. Surrounded by or furnished with cloisters. 

1622-62 Heylin Cosmogr. 1. (1682) 232 Several Quadrangles, 

every one encloystered. 1632 Lithgow To tall Disc. 268 
Having incioystered lodgings ioyned to the walls thereof. 
Ibid. 444 The eleven incioystered petty Courts. 

t Bnclcrse, sb. Obs. rare. [f. next ; in Caxton 
perh. a. OF. enclos or enclose.] m Enclosure. 

1. The space enclosed by a boundary; the 
precincts. 

1484 Caxton Curial (1888) 16 Wythin thenclose of thy 
pryue hous. 

2. A letter or document enclosed within another. 

' 1648 Evelyn Mem. (1857) III. 32 Since my last, I received 
. . an enclose from Mr. Warcupp. 

Enclose, inclose (en-, inkl<?u- 2 ), v. Forms : 
a, (? 4 encless), 6 encloyse, 4 - enclose. /3. 5 - 
inclose. [f. En- 1 + Close v., after OF. enclore 
(pa. pple. enclos') of same meaning. (Cf. Inclose.) 
The majority of recent Diets, give inclose as the 
typical form ; but the preponderance of usage (in 
England at least), as well as etymological pro- 
priety, is in favour of enclose .] 

1. trans. To surround (with walls, fences, or 
other barriers) so as to prevent free ingress or 
egress. 

a. la 1400 Morie Arth. 2396 Here es a knyghte in theis 
klevys, enclesside [Tread endosside] with hilles. CX430 
Lyog. Compl. Bl. Knt. vi, Aparke, enclosed with awal. 
1481 Caxton Myrr. n. iii 67 The paradies terrestre. .is en- 
closed with fyre brennyng. 

p. J c 1400 Destr. T roy 848 In an yle . . This clene flese 
was inclosed’e all with clere water. 1523 Fitzherb. Surv. it 
And the felde be inclosed about. 1601 iioLLAKuPliny 1. 91 
There is a gulfe of 5x6 miles, inclosed within the promon- 
tory or cape of the mountain Barce. x6xx Bible 2 Macc. i. 
34 Then the king inclosing the place, made it. holy. 17x6 8 
Lady M. W. Montague Lett. I. xxxvi. 137 The gardens 
are inclosed with very high walls. 1743 J. Davidson sEneid 
vii. 185 And incloses it with a Parapet. 

b. To fence in (waste or common land) with 
the intention of taking it into cultivation, or of 
appropriating it to individual owners. Also fig. 

*5°3~4 diet 19 Hen. VII, c. 29 §2 Landes . . whiche . . be 
encloysed of newe with a JPale. 1523 Fitzherb. Surv. 2 It 
is at the lordes pleasure to enclose them and kepe them in 
tvllage or pasture. 1593 Shaks. 2 Hen. VI % i.iii. 24 Against 
the Duke of Suffolke, for enclosing the Commons of Mel- 
forde. 1725 De Foe Voy. round W. (1840) 305 It was not 
. . enclosed after the English manner. 1777 W. Dalrymple 
Trav. Sp, Port, xvi, The late bishop improved this spot 
of ground . . by planting and inclosing it. 1833 Ht. M ar- 
TIneau Brooke Farm i. 12 An Act of Parliament is to be 
obtained! for enclosing Brook common. 

’■Jig, 1562 Apol. Private Masse (1850) 8 To enclose that 
to some one sort of private profit, that ought to remain in 
common. <2 x6x8 Raleigh Maxims St. (1:651) 43 Charles 
the fifth . . purposed to enclose their [the Netherlander’ 
priviledges. 1667 Milton P. L. iii. 420 This round World, 
whose first con vex. divides The luminous inferior Orbs, en- 
clos’d From Chaos. 1668 Howe in H. Rogers Zx/Hv.fi 863) 
126 It is an enclosed pleasure; a joy which the stranger 
cannot intermeddle with. V". ‘ 

2. To shut up in a room or building ; to seclude, 
imprison. Obs. exc..with reference to monastic 
seclusion. 

a- ’ c 1325 E. E. A Hit. P. B. 334 Of vche clene comly kynde 
enclose seuen makez. 1375 Barbour Bruce iv. 219 The 
quhethir, men said, enclosit he had Ane spirit. 2393 Gower 


Conf HI. 200 Many a day .. he lay, .Withinne walles fast 
enclosed. X577 Hanmer Anc. Eccl. Hist . 11619) 1*47 Infinite 
multitudes were everywhere enclosed, c 2550 Marlowe 
Faust (2nd version) 120 In the strongest tower Enclose him 
fast. 4872 O, Shipley Gloss. Eccl. Terms 169 The nuns live 
in community, but are not enclosed. 

p* 5585 Abp. S andys Serm. \x8qx) 74 Manasses was never 
reclaimed until he was inclosed m prison. 1632 Lithggw 
Total! Disc. 451 He caused inclose mee in a little Cabinet 
within the Parlour. 

t b. To put (a jury) in the ‘box’.. Sc. Obs . 

*759 Hume Hist. Eng. (1806 III. xxxix. 271 The jury was 
enclosed, of which the earl of Caithness was chancellor, 
*795 Scots Mag. EVIL 610/2 Eleven o’clock, .at which time 
the jury was inclosed. 

3. To insert in a frame or setting, or in a sur- 
rounding mass of material ; to shut up in a case, 
envelope, or receptacle. Also fig. 

a- c 1386 Chaucer Pars. T. ? 965 In theorisoun of the Pa- 
ternoster hath oure Lord Jhesu Crist enclosed most thinges. 

? <2x400 Marie A rik, 596 And lettres hym bedes Of credence 
enclosyde. x6xx Bible Ex. xxxix. 6 They wrought Onix 
stones enclosed in ouches of gold. x6xx Shaks .IVint. T. 
1. ii. 435 That lyes enclosed in this Trunke, which you Shall 
beare along impawnd. 2626 Bacon Sylva §318 The Apple, 
Enclosed in Wax was .. Green, and Fresh. 1664 Evelyn 
Hal. Hort. (1729) 218 About the middle of this Month 
quite enclose your tender Plants. 

j3. x6xx Bible Song Sol. viii. 9 If she bee a dore, we 
will inclose her with boards of Cedar. 17x3 Guardian 
No. 1 Pi A robe or mantle inclosed in a circle of foliages. 
*75® tx. Leonardus' Mirr. Stones 147 Whatever extraneous 
matter it finds is inclosed in the gum. 

b. In mod. use esp . : To place (a letter or docu- 
ment) for transmission within the cover of another. 
Also said of the containing letter. 

1768 Bp, Warburton Lett . Eminent Divine (1809) 422, 

I looked over my papers to see if 1 could explain the matter 
in another sheet, which. I would have inclosed. Mod. 
(Comm.) I beg to enclose my price list. I have received 
his letter enclosing a cheque. 

4. In various occasional uses : 

■f a. To blindfold (the eyes). Obs. 

*475 Caxton Jason 102 b, [Jason] made them to ere foure 
mesures of land, enclosing their eyen. 

+ b. To harness, put in the shafts. Obs. rare— 1 . 
1615 Chapman Odyss. in. 658 They went to coach, and did 
their horse inclose [Gr, ^uyuin/ro]. 

i d. To fasten (a door). Obs. rare. 

1563 Becon Articles Chr. Relig. xix, We celebrate the 
mysteryes, the dares beyng shut and enclosed. 

5. Of things : To surround, bound on all sides ; 
to envelop, contain. 

1340 Hampole Pr. Consc. 6610 pe sese . . encloses alle J>e 
erthe oboute. 1382 Wyclif Jonah ii. 6 Depnesse encloside 
me. 1734 tr. Rollin' s Anc. Hist. IV. ix. 294 A province 
enclosed between Cilicia and Cappadocia. 1834 M'Murtrie 
Cuvier's A nim. Kingd. 409 The semi-nymph only differs 
from the larva in the presence of the cases which enclose 
the wings. 1884 Bower & Scorr De Bary's Phaner. <$• 
Ferns 585 A normal cambium, .encloses a large pith. 1887 
Stevenson Undei'woods 1. i. 1 A house with lawns enclosing it. 

b. Math. Of lines or surfaces ; To bound on all 
sides (a portion of space) ; also (loosely) to inter- 
cept (an angle). 

1762 Simson Euclid's Elem. Axiom, Two straight lines 
cannot enclose a space. x86o Tyndall Glac. 1. § 2, 15 The 
number of degrees in the angle enclosed by the two mirrors. 
1885 Watson & Burbury Math. The. Elect r. <$• Magn. 1. 63 
The space within any closed surface S' enclosing- S. 

0. Of an army, a number of persons, etc. : To 
surround, hem in on all sides. 

x6ox Shaks. Jut. C. v. iii. 27 Titinius Is enclosed round 
about With Horsemen. x6xx Bible Judg. xx. 43 They in- 
closed the Beniamites round about. 1667 Milton P. L. 1. 
617 They., half enclose him round With all his Peers. 
X770 Langhorne Plutarch I. (1879) I. 125/1 The rest of 
the forces . . enclosed the enemy's rear. 1865-6 H. Phillips 
Amer. Paper Curr. II. 91 Endeavor to enclose the British 
army and navy iii the Delaware bay. 

t Enclo’se, pplc. Obs. In 5 inclose, [a. Fr. 
eticloSy pa. pplc. of enclore : see prec. Cf. En- 
oluse.] Used as pa. pple. of Enclose v, 

? c 1475 Sqr. lenve Degre 9 86 It was my stewarde, Syr Ma- 
radpse, That ye so longe have kept inclose. 

Enclosed, inclosed (en-, inklju* z d), ppl. a. 
[f. Enclose v. +-ed!.] In the senses of the verb. 

1607 Tops ell Fonr-f. Beasts (1673) 361 To she w the food 
of tame and enclosed Lions. 1648 Gage West Ind. xviii. 
(1655) 122 Which I shall observe with inclosed Parentheses as 
I goe along. 1797 Bewick Brit. Birds (1847) I. 355 They 
prefer woody and heathy wastes to inclosed ground. 1848 
Macaulay Hist. Eng. I. 312 A region . . which contained 
only three houses and scarcely any enclosed fields. 

b. quaswA ? A sealed letter. Obs. rare— 1 . 
CX645 Howell Lett. (1650) II. 23 Yours of the third of 
August came to safe hand in an inclos’d from my brother. 

t Endorsement. Obs. rare- 1 , [f. Enclose v. 
+ -MENT.] = Enclosure. 

1580 Hollyband Treas. Fr. Tong> Toute closture, an en- 
closement. 1694 Child Disc. Trade (ed. 4) 76 Regular and 
just inclosements of our forests. 

Encloser (enkl<?u^3.i). [f. Enclose v. + -er.] 

1. One who encloses ; esp. one who appropriates 
common land (see Enclose v. 1 b). Also fig. 

1597 J. Knewstub Confutation 596 The number of his per- 
fect ones are become inclosers, and haue taken in this heauen, 
a 1616 Beaum. & Fl. Scornful Lady 11. iii, Thanks to my 
dear incloser, Master Morecraft. 2633 G. FIerbert Temple,: 
Ck. Porch iv, If God had laid all common, certainly Man 
would have been th’ incloser. 1633 Massinger New Way , 
fyc, iv. i. They call me . w grand encloser Of what was com- 


mon. 2857 Toulm. Smith Parish 468 The encloser would 
appropriate a permanent personal advantage. 1885 Spectator 
18 July 950/2 The rescue of Epping Forest from the en* 
closers. 

f 2. transl. L. chtsor (Vulg.), a literal rendering 
of Heb. masger 1 one who closes \ a smith. 
Obs. rare~ l . 

1382 Wyclif 2 Kings xxiv. 16 He ladde in to caytifte fro 
Jerusalem . . craftise men, and enclosers, a thousand. 

Endos’ing, vbl. sb. [f. Enclose v. -j- -ing !.] 
1. The action of the vb. Enclose in various 
senses. 

*543 4 diet 35 Hen. VIII , c. 9 1'he recoueringe, inclosinge 
and inninge of . .Wappinge marshe. X719 De Foe Crusoe 
(1840 L x. 173, I began my enclosing of this piece of ground. 
1832 in Picton L'pool. Munic. Rec. 1 1886) II. 355 The ne- 
cessity of the gradual inclosing of the strand. 

tb. The state of being enclosed. Obs. rare— 1 . 

c 1440 Hylton Scala Perf. tW. de W. 1494) 1. xvi, J?ou 
sholdest .. be mispald with thy enclosyng. 

f 2. concr. The setting of a gem. Obs. 

x6x r Bible Ex. xxviii. 20 They shalbe set in gold in their 
inclosings. 

Enclosing (enkl^*fziq),///. a. [f. Enclose v. 
+ -ing 2 .] That encloses. 

1856 Stanley Sinai <$• Pal. vii. (1858 282 Within these two 
enclosing walls. 2873 Tristram Moab xvi. 3x1 Within the 
enclosing colonnade we could find no traces of building. 

Enclosure l enkDtt^ui, -3i). Also in-, [a. OF. 
enclosure in same sense : see Enclose v. and -ure.J 

1. The action of enclosing, a. spec. The action 
of surrounding or marking off (land) with a fence 
or . boundary ; the action of thus converting pieces 
of common land into private property. Also attrib. 
in Enclosure Act, Commissioner. Also fig. 

An Enclosure Act is a private Act of Parliament authoriz- 
ing the ‘ enclosure * of common land in some particular 
locality. In many cases, however, the land dealt with by 
these Acts was not ‘common’ land in an absolute sense, 
but was- private property encumbered with the right of 
commoning during a^ few weeks in autumn; and the usual 
procedure was to give each of the commoners a piece of 
land in absolute ownership as compensation for his sur- 
render of this right. 

1538 Starkey England 98 To have so grete inclosurys of 
pasturys. 1574 tr. Littleton's Tenures 49 a, Three causes 
of disseisin of rente service . . rescous, replevine, and enclo- 
sure. 1577 B. Googe H eresbach's Huso, il (1586) 50 The 
first needefull thing for a Garden is water. The nexte to 
that is enclosure. 16x1 Sclater Key (1629') 303 There is, 
then, no enclosure of this blessing of righteousnesse to any 
nation, person, sexe, or condition of men. 1631-2 Star 
Ckantb. Cases (x886) xSo Suffer noe inclosures tending to 
depopulation. 1642 Fuller Holy f Prof. Si. n. ix. 86 The 
gifts and graces of Christians lay in common, till base envy 
made the first enclosure. 1776 Adam Smith W. N.l. 1. xi. 
x6o The advantage of enclosure is greater for pasture than 
for com. i8or Strutt Sports <$* Past. 11. i. 50 [Stow] attri- 
butes the decay of archery among the Londoners to the en- 
closures made near the metropolis. 1863 F awcett Pol. Econ. 
il viii. (1876: 238 In the case of almost all these enclosures 
the interests of the poor have been systematically neglected. 
1872 E. Peacock Mabel Heron vi. 89 The enclosure com- 
missioner, .had set out a wide road. 1883 Seebohm Eng. 
Village Commmiily 13 Nearly 4000 Enclosure Acts were 
passed between 1760 and 1844. 

b. gen. The action of closing in, surrounding, 
etc. Somewhat rare. 

1605 Timme Quersitanus in. C c, Another most excellent 
lute for the like incloser is made of glasse and vermilion. 
1658 Sir T. Browne Hydriot, i. 35 The ^Egyptians . . by. . 
handsome Inclosure in glasses, contrived the notablest wayes 
of integral conservation. 1878 Foster Phys. nr. vii. § 1. 
531 The complete enclosure of the glottis . . is . . a part of 
the act of coughing. 

2. The state of being enclosed (in a monastery). 

x8x6 Mary Schimmelpenninck Biogr. Jansenins IL 52 

She resolved, therefore, to re-establish that enclosure which 
the rule of St. Bennet so strictly enjoins. 1872 O. Shipley 
Gloss. Eccl. Terms 179 The nuns keep strict enclosure, and 
lead the contemplative life. 

3. That wherewith something enclosed : a. An 
encompassing fence or barrier ; buildings round a 
court Also 

1556 Chran. Gr. Friars (1852V 50 There was a boke made 
and send up to the com my ns of Cornwalle and Devynshere 
. . be cause of their rysynge and pullynge downe of in* 
closeres. 1594 Plat Jewell-ho. iri. Chem. Concl. 33 Pales 
and other enclosures. 1725 Pope Odyss. vii. 145 Th r allotted 
space of ground, Fenc’d with a green enclosure all around. 
1742 Young Nt. Th. iv. 93, I see the circling hunt, of noisy 
men, Burst law’s inclosure. 1754 Pocockk Trav. (1889) II. 
72 A court of large buildings . . the enclosure of the court 
seems .. very old. _ 1823 Scott Quentin D. iii, The second 
. emclbsure,rxsihg' higher; than tjfiefirstv ; 

b. An outer covering or case ; an envelope. 

1594 Plat Jewell-ko. iii. Chan. Concl. 2 All the outwarde 
couers and enclosures whatsoeuer. 1595 Markham Sir R. 
Gritwile cxxii, O why should such . . enuie dwell, In the 
inclosures of eternall mould? x6ox Cornwallyes Disc. 
Smeca 1631) 39 He that aspireth to this flight to the starres, 
must . . make apt his grosse inclosure of earth. 1633 P. 
Fletcher Pise. Eel. l v, The raw blossome of my youth 
was yet In my first child-hood’s green enclosure bound. 

4. That which is enclosed : a. A space included 
within or marked off by boundaries. 

X580 Hollyband Treas. Fr.^ Tong s.v. Pourprendre , The 
roote of that tree, did occupy in compasse a great inclostire. 
*636 Healey Epictetus' Man, 106 In. the greatest enclosure 
of all, there was a gate. 1772 Priestley Inst. Relig. (1782) 
I. 413 The whole indosure was . . converted into a chace. 
1836-9 Dickens Sk . ; Boz i 1.850) 131/1 We were seated in the 
endosure of St. James’s Park. 1864 Skeat U Hand's Poems 
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361, I .. Sell fortress, town, and hill, With servants, rents, 
mclosures, woods. 

b. A document or letter enclosed within the 
cover of another. 

Mod. I have received your letter with its enclosures. 

Enclothe (enkLJu-ftj,: v. [f. En- 1 + Clothe v.] 
trans . To clothe, cover, invest. 

1832 Frasers Mag. VI. 602 It endothes the banks with 
a show of light and glory. 1833 Mrs. Browning Frame tk. 
Bound Poems 1850 I. 176 Enclothed with wings. 1885 W. 
K. Parker Mammal. Desc. iii. 60 The three membranes 
that enclothe the embryo. 

Bncloild (enklau'd), v. Also 6-7 euelowd, 7 
incloude, -owd. [f. En- 1 + Cloud .?£.] trans. To 
surround with or envelop in a cloud; to over- 
shadow, darken. Also jig. Hence Encloirded 
fipl. a. 

1591 Spenser Virg. Gnat 571 The heauens on euerie side 
enciowded bee. 1602 Davison Rhapsody (x6ix) 25 Dark- 
nesse oft that light incloudes. 1606 Shaks Ant. 4* CL v. ii. 
212 In their thicke breathes shall we be enciowded. x6xo 
Healey St. Aug. Citie of God 1. xxi, (1620) 31 Mortall men 
. . are most commonly inclowded in a mist of ignorance and 
errour. a 164.x Bp, Mountagu Acts 4- Mon. (1642) 117 Stars 
are enciowded oftentimes, ibid. 126 Now for the secret 
and enclouded sense. 1844 A. Welby Poems (1867) ir When 
death’s shadows my bosom encloud. 1836 R. Vaughan 
Mystics *i86o) II. ix. iii. 141 Mark the advantage of this 
enclouded state. 

tEnclow*, v. Obs. rare - 1 . (see Enclawed). 
[ad. OF. enclo-er, f. en in + clou nail.] trans. 
To nail up. 

C1430 Pilgr,' Lyf. Manhode 1. cxvii. (1869) 61 With the 
nailes with which was nayled the sone of the smith .. the 
mailes weren endowed. 

t Encloy*, v. Obs. [a. OF. encloye-r, encloer 
(mod. enclouer), to drive in a nail. Cf. prec. and 
Accloy.] trans. To lame or maim by driving in 
a nail. Also Jig'. 

1393 Gower Conf. II. 47 And halted, as he were encl oied. 
c 1430 Lydg. Bochas (1558) vnr. xxi. iS False ambicion and 
froward duplicite Hath many a realme & many a land en- 
cloied. 

Enclude, obs. form of Include. 

f Enclu'se, ppk. and ppl. a. Obs. Also in- 
cluse. [a. OF. enclus, ad. L. incliis-us, pa. pple. 
of indiidfre: see Include.] Enclosed; chiefly 
said of monks or nuns. 

c 1340 Hampole Prose Tr. (18 66) 42 and J?ou sail be safe 
as ane ankir incluse. C1420 Pallad. on Husb. iv. 261 The 
caules that of seede end use uppe wynde Wol bygger be. 
c 1440 Hylton Scala Per/. (W. de W. 1494) 1, lx, As done 
pryncypally ancres encluse and true religyous. 

Encluster: see En- pref . 1 2, 

Encoach: see En - pref A 1 a. 

EnC0*ffi.2l, v . Now rare. Also 7 encoffen. 
[f. En- 1 + Coffin.] trans. To put into a coffin ; 
hence, to shut up, hide away. Also fig. 

Hence Enco’ffining vbl. sb. 

1598 E. Gilpin Skial. (1878) 54, I had rather be encoffin'd 
in this chest. 1631 Weever Anc. Fun. Mon. 868 His hones 
were . . solemnly encoffined in the Chancell. 1670 Penn 
Case Liberty Consc. 15 They condemn the Papists for en- 
coffening the Scriptures . . in an unknown tongue. 1856 
Chamb. Jrnl. V. 214 The encoffining . . of the dead was 
regarded as of greater consequence. 

EBCOffinmeat (enk^-fmment'L [f. prec. + 
-ment.] The action of encoffining. 

1882 R. K. Douglas China xvi. 294 The encoffinment 
takes place on the third day after death. 

Encoil, Encolden : see En- prefA 1, 3. En- 
collar, Encolumn : see En- prefA 2. 

Encolour (enkzrlai), v. [f. Bn- 1 * Colour sb. 
Cf. OF. encolour-er .] trans. To put colour upon, 
tinge. Hence Enco louring vbl. sb., concr. a tinge 
or colouring overlaid. 

1648 Herrick Hesper. I. 1S1 Wings, With thousand rare 
encolourings. 1850 Mrs. Browning Poems II. 309 Oval 
cheeks, encoloured faintly. 

Encolure ienk<?M«\iV nonce- wd. [a. Fr. en- 
colure the neck of an animal.] Used by Browning 
for : The mane (of a horse). 

1853 Browning Statue 4* Bust in Men 4* Worn. t. 137 
Hair . . Crisped like a warsteed's encolure. 

Eaeomber, -ment, obs. ff. Encumber, etc. 

Encomiac (enk<?u*nri|&k), a. nonce-wd. [f. Gr. 
k-yfcwfit-ov (ctrosr) Encomium + -ac.] Of or per- 
taining to eulogy ; panegyrical. 

1869 Contemp. Rev. XII. 230 The study of the Greek of 
Theocritus, especially in his encomiac and more heroic 
idylls. 

t Enco-miasm. Obs. rare -K [as if. ad. Gr. 
HyKOifxiaffn-a, f. iytcufuafav ; see next.] A lauda- 
tory discourse, panegyric. 

*634 Jackson Creed vri. xxvii, This author's encomiasm 
of wisdom. 

Encomiast (enk^-m^aest). [ad. Gr. lyKca- 
fiiaoT-rjs , f. kymfiiafea/ to praise, laud, £ ky/dc- 
fuov Encomium.] One who composes or pronounces 
an encomium ; a praiser, eulogizer, flatterer. 

*6xo G. Fletcher Christ's Viet, xlix, Of faire Eclecta . . 
the . . smooth Encomiast, a x6z6 Bacon Q. Eliz. Mor. & 
Hist. Wks. (Bohn) 492 The only proper encomiast of this 
lady is time. 177a Let. in Pettigrew Lettsom (1817) III. 
394 Having undertaken the office of the biographer, not 
that of the encomiast. 1875 Jowett Plato (ed. 2) III. 132 
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We hear the encomiasts of Homer affirming that he is the 
educator of Hellas. 

1- Encomia ster. Obs . rare— 1 , [as if ad. Gr. 
Hyfewfj.iaa'Trjp - kytccufuacjTTjs : see prec.] — prec. 

*676 Grove Find. Conform. Clergy ( 1680) 21Y0U may see 
by this how far you may trust this eloquent Encomiaster. 

Encomiastic enk0u:mi|8e-stik),tz. and sb. [acl 
Gr, kyKcojxiaerriK-us, f. iy tccojuafav 1 see ENCO- 
MIAST.] 

A. adj. That conveys or confers an encomium ; 
laudatory, commendatory, eulogistic. 

1599 B. Jonson Cynthia's Rev. 1. iv. 75 To frame some 
encomiasticke speech upon this our Metropolis. 1630 Brath- 
wait Eng. Gentl. (1641)306 Doting on nothing more than 
these encomiasticke bladders of their desertltsse praises. 
1793 R. Anderson Brit. Poets 448 An Ode,, which, though 
less elevated, has some fine encomiastic strains. 184* Hor. 
Smith Moneyed Man I. v. 154, I made a slight encomiastic 
allusion to Fanny Hartopp. 

iB. sb. A eulogistic discourse or composition. *, 
a formal encomium. Obs. 

1632 B. Jonson Magn. Lady 1. i, I thank you, master 
Compass, for your short Encomiastic. 1644 John Carter 
Nail hit on the head (1647)39 A sumptuous and magnificent 
Sepulchre . . and upon it written Encomiastiques, the high 
praises of his vertue. 1707 Hearne Coll. (Oxf. Hist. Soc.) 
II. 25 Sends an ‘Encomiastic’ to be prefixed to Hudson’s 
edition of Dionysius. *8 . . Moore Devil among Scftol. 584 
Wise Encomiastics Upon the Doctors and Scholastics. 

Encomiastical (enkJ«--mii£e*stikal),^. [f. prec. 
+ -al.] «= Encomiastic a. 

1592 G. Harvey Pierce's Super. 59 This deserveth a more 
famous encomiasticall oration. 1691 Wood Ath. Oxon. II. 
1 12 A white marble table, and thereon an, Epitaph . . with 
encomiastical Verses. 1721-1800 in Bailey. 18x5 Scrib- 
bleontania 25 Plaudits encomiastical, That stride on stilts, 
bombastical. 

Enco mia*stically, adv. rare. [f. prec. + 
-ly ^.] In an encomiastical manner, 
a 1631 Donne Lett. (165* ) 32 If I have not spoken of your 
Majesty encomiastically. 1871 A thenaeimi q Sept. 339 A 
short notice . . written m good taste, if a little too encomi- 
astically. 

t Enco miate, v. Obs. rare- 1 , [f. Encomi-um 
+ -ate.] trans. To pronounce an encomium upon ; 
to extol, commend. 

1651 Biggs New Disp. 146 They encomiate Phlebotomy 
chiefly for that end. 

t Enco'mion. Obs. The Gr. form of Enco- 
mium ; occas, used in 16th and 17th c. 

1598 B. Jonson Ev. Man in Hum. iv. ii. 69 You have a 
simple^ servant here, that crownes your beauty with such 
encomions. a 1640 Jackson Creed xi. xlvi, Mellifluous en- 
comions of divine love. 1646 G. Daniel Poems Wks. 1878 
I. 88 How deckt In her Encomions ffollie doth appeare. 

t Enco'mionize, V. Obs. rare . [f. prec. + 
-ize.] trans. To pronounce an encomium upon; 
to eulogize. 

1599 Nashe Lent. Stuff e 23 Tart and galingale. -Chaucer 
preheminentest encomionizeth aboue all . . confectionaries. 
1647 R. Baron Cyprian Acad, jo Hark . . how I anatomize 
My Julietta, and her encomionize. 

Encomium (enkJu*mi^m). PL encomiums; 
also i^now rarely ) encomia. Also Encomion. 
[a. L. encomium, ad. Gr. kytcbjpuov (eiros) eulogy.] 
A formal or high-flown expression of praise ; a 
eulogy, panegyric. 

1589 Tottenham Eng. Poesie 1. xx. (Arb.) 58 Theimmortall 
gods were praised by hymnes, the great Princes and heroicke 
personages by ballades of praise called Encomia. *613 
Beaum. & Fju Honest Man's Fort, hi, i, You. .Should sing 
encomiums on't [marriage]. 1711 Steele Sped. No. 139. 
F.3 If we consider this wonderful Person, it is Perplexity to 
know where to begin his Encomium. 1846 Dickens Old 
C. Shop xxx, _ He brought in the bread, cheese and beer, 
with many high encomiums upon their excellence. 1875 
Jowett Plato <ed. 2) 1 . 139 Many tales, and praises, and 
encomia of ancient famous men. 

+ b. abstr. Obs. rare— 1 . 

1784 Cowper Task vj. 715 Encomium in old times was 
poets’ work. 

Encommon: see En -pref A 2 . 
t Encomme-nd, V. Obs. rare- 1 , [a. Sp. en- 
comendar in same sense, f. en - (see En- 1 ) + comen - 
dar to Commend.] trans. To entrust (a military 
function). 

1598 Barret Theor. Warres v. i, 121 Encommended and 
bestowed vpon personages of great grauitie. 

t Euco mpany, v. Obs. [ad. OF. encom- 
paignier , f. en- (see En- 1 ) + campaign! e Company.] 

1. trans. To accompany. 

1494 Fabyan vii. 515 The sayd prouost beynge encom- 
panyed with .viii. score or .cc. men. XS33 More Answ. 
Poisoned Bk. Wks. 1088/x Theyr glose was of faythe not 
alone, but encompanied with two good felowes perdye. 

2 . To bring into company, associate. Const, to. 
c * 53 ° Ed. Berners A rth. Lyt . Bryt. (1814) 345 Encom- 

panyed by maryage to ony persone . . ayenst her herte. 

Encompass (enk^-mpas), v. Also 6-8 in- 
compass. [f. En- 1 + Compass sb. ; cf. obs. Sp. 
encompasar of equivalent formation,] 

1 . To encircle as a ring or girdle ; to surround, 
bound on all sides. 

a- *555 Eden Decades IV. Ind. m.vi. (Arb.) x6x The northe 
landes which the frosen sea encompaseth vnder the northe 
pole. *697 Dryden Virg. Georg, iv. 688 Baleful Styx en- 
compasses around . . th’ unhappy Ground. *725 De Foe 
Voy. round W. (1840) 130 A kind of a city, encompassed all 
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round, the river making a kind of double horse*shoe. 1776 
Withering Boi. Arrangem. (1796) II. 423 Some encorn- 
passed with a membranaceous border, deeper than half the 
breadth of the seed. 1872 Jenkinson Guide Eng. Lakes 
251 Behind are the mountains encompassing Borrowdale 
p. 1596 Spenser Stale Irel. Wks. (1862; 527/2 You have 
very well declared the oviginall of their mounts and great 
stones Jncompassed. 1652 Needham tr. Se Metis Mare Cl. 
79 This Dominion . . incompassed their Empire round like 
a girdle. 1659 Hammond On Ps. lx. 304 Part of Syria which 
is mcompast with Tigris and Euphrates. 1723 Sheffield 
(D k. Buckhm.) Wks. !i 753 > H. 221 My iron pallisade that 
incompasses a square court. 

2. Of persons : To surround, form a circle about, 
whether for protection, in attendance, or with 
hostile intent. Also fig. Also ahsol. 

a. *555 Eden Decades IV. Ind . n. 1. (Arb. ) 107 Encoompas- 
inge the vyllage where they laye. 1667 Milton P. L. iii. 
X49 Th' innumerable sound of Hymns . . wherewith thy 
Throne Encompass'd shall resound thee ever blest. X704 
Swift T. Tub Wks. 1760 I. 36 Encompassed with a ring of 
disciples. 1781 Gibbon Decl. 4- F. IL xxx. 258 His throne 
was encompassed with domestic enemies. 1850 Tennyson In 
Mem . 'cxxvi. ii, I . .sleep Encompass'd by his faithful guard. 

. p- *S9<> Webbe Trav, (Arb.) 24 The Turkes power did 
incompasse Prester Johns sonne. X591 Shaks. x Hen. VI , 
m. ii. 53 Hag of ail despight, Incompass'd with thy lustful! 
Paramours, a 1699 Tady Halkett Autobiog. (1875) 72, 
I was now Incompased with misfortunes. 

tb. Of right lines; To contain, include (an 
angle). Obs. rare— 1 . 

1660 Barrow Euclid 1. xlvii. Probl. 3 The sides A B, A C, 
encompassing the right angle. 

1 3* To make a circuit about, go all round (any- 
thing). Obs. 

1640 Wilkins New Planet vii. (1707) 216 The Planets., 
do by their Motion encompass the Body of the Sun, 1654 
Gayton Pleas. Notes iv. iv. 192 Drake encompass'd the world 
with a ship. 1727 Swift Gulliver nt. L 179, I encompassed 
it almost round before I could find a convenient place to 
land in. 1772-84 Cook Voy. (1790) IV. 1275 Mr. Gore en- 
compassed the hill, and joined them. 

4. To surround entirely, overlay as with an en- 
velope or shell ; to contain. 

1553 Eden Treat. New Ind. (Arb.) 35 A thinne skinne .. 
encompassing the shell of the nutte. 1571 Digges Pantom. 
iv. xxv, This figure . . may be incompassed of a sphere. 
1626 Bacon Sylva % 587 A Stalk of Wheat . . encompassed 
with a case of Wood. 1630 Baxter Saints' R. 1. vii. (1662) 
102 Had onely Faith to live upon, and were incompassed 
with flesh. 1678 Hobbes Nat. Philos, ix. 115, I thought 
nothing had encompassed the Earth but Air. 1794 G. Adams 
Nat. 4* Exp. Phil. I. 56 They are kept together by the air 
that incompasses them in the receiver. 1875 H. E. Manning 
Mission H. Ghost vii. 192 Walk in the light with which He 
encompasses you. 

t 5. nonce -use. To outwit, take advantage of, 

‘ get round ’ (a person ). Obs. 

*398 Shaks. Merry IV. n. ii. 158 Ah ha, Mistresse Ford 
and Mistresse Page, haue I encompass’d you? 
Enco*mpasser« rare. [f. Encompass v. + 
-Bit.] One who or that which encompasses. 

*666 J. Smith Old Age (ed. 2) 241 Vessels . . which bring 
home the noble Travellour, the encompassour of the little 
World. 

Eraco'mpassing, vbl. sb. [f. Encompass v. 
+ -iNG 1 .] The action of the vb. Encompass. 

1628 Earle Microcosm. Ixi r66 They meet in some foreign 
region, where the encompassing of strangers unites them 
closer. 

Encompassing 1 (enktrmpasig\///. a. [f, En- 
compass v. + -ING X] That encompasses. 

1571 Digges Pantom . iv. xxiii, His encompassing Icosae- 
drons side is an Apotome. 1724 Watts Logic (1736) 12 1 
The encompassing Parts are the Walls and Gates. *888 
Pall Mall G. 13 Sept. 4/2 The Emperor of Morocco has 
fought his way out of his encompassing enemies, 

Encompassment (enkn-mpasment). rare. 
[f. Encompass v. + -ment.] 

1. The action of encompassing ; f ‘ talking 
round’ a subject {obs. rare— 1 ). 

1602 Shaks. Ham. n. i. xo Finding By this encompasse- 
ment and drift of question, That they doe know my sonne. 

2. The state of being encompassed. 

1882 Century Mag. Oct. 945 A sense of absolute encom- 
passment by perfect good 

t Enccrmpassure. Obs. rare- 1 , [f. Encom- 
pass v . + -ure.] That which encompasses ; en- 
vironment. 

x6oo Tourneur. Trans/. Met. Ixxvii. 536 Fogs, damps, 
trees, stones, their sole encompassure. 
f Enco my. Obs. rare. Anglicized form of 
Encomium. 

*533 Cranmer in Ellis Orig. Lett. 1. 114 II. 38 Diverse 
other encomyes spoken of chyldren. 1342 Becon David's 
Harp W'ks. (1843) 285 He will, .lift it up with perpetual en- 
comies, lauds, and praises. 1344 Bale in ScL Wks. (1849) 
7 Many popish parasites . . have written large commend- 
ations and encomies of those. 

Encorbeliment (enk^-ibelment). [f. En- 4- 
CoRBEL + -ment ; after Fr. en corbel lent ent.] 
x886 Baldw. Brown Sc kola to Cathedral iv.136 note > A 
pseudo arch or vault formed byencorbellment (i. e. the con- 
tinuous projection of each horizontal course over the one 
immediately below it.. 

Encore (ahk^r, often fTqkd^x), int. and sb. 
Also 8 encora. [a. Fr. encore still, yet (in some 
contexts translated by 6 again’); cf. the synonym- 
ous Pr. encara , enquera , OSp. encara, It. ancora. 
(Usually these words have been regarded as L. 
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. (in) hanc Abram until this hour ; but the phono- 
logy is not wholly clear, and other explanations 
have been proposed, e. g. by Havet in Romania, 
VIII. 94 .) The use of It. Ancora occurs in Eng. 
equally early ; the form encora in 18 th c. is due to 
confusion between the Fr. and the It. word. 

There appears to be no evidence that either the Fr. or the 
It. word was ever similarly used in its native country. The 
corresponding word both in Fr. and It. is bis\ in It. da 
capo was formerly used.] 

A. ini . Again, once more : used by spectators 
or auditors to demand the repetition of a song, 
piece of music, or other performance, that has 
pleased them, 

1712 Steele Sped. No. 3x4 T 9 Whenever any Gentlemen 
are particularly pleased with a Song, at their crying out 
Encore, .the Performer is so obliging as to sing it over 
again. 1766 Anstey Bath Guide (1767 1 114 Pray speak to 
Sir Toby to cry out encore. 1781 J. Moore View Soc. It. 
(1795) I. 189 A Duo . . drew an universal encora from the 
spectators. 1825 Hone Every-day Ek. 1 . 1464 Loud shouts 
of ‘ encore’ roused him, 

B. sb. A call for the repetition of a song, etc. ; 
the repetition itself. Also attrib. 

1763 J. Brown Poetry SfMus. xii. 206 If the Audience 
were warmed by the Subject of an Opera ., the Encore, 
instead of being desireable, would generally disgust. xSx x 
Byron Hints from 11 or. 310 His anguish doubling by 
his own ' encore’. 1839 Dickens Nich. Nick xxii. That’ll 
be a double encore if you take care, boys. 1883 Athenaeum 
2 June 697 3 There is nothing in the twenty pages ., to 
warrant an encore. 1884 G. Moore Mummer's Wife (1887) 
192,1 know all the words except the encore verse. Mod, 
No encores allowed. 

EaiCO're, v. [f. prec.] tram. To call ap- 
plaudingly for the repetition of (a song, etc.); to 
demand a repetition from (a performer). 

1748 Richardson Clarissa \ jZjj) III. 341 They encored it. 
1754 — Grand is on (1781) VI. xxxi. 204 The wretches . . en- 
cored him [Sir Charles] without mercy. 1826 Miss Mitford 
Village Ser. 11. (1863) 268, I got a part of the audience . . to 
encore my swoon. 1863 Mrs. C, Clarke Shahs . Char. iv. 
8 The idea of a man pluming himself on the possibility of 
eing encored jn a roar. 1879 Froude Caesar xiii. 182 
Lines . , reflecting on Pompey . . were encored a thousand 
times. 

Tb. transf. To go over again ( nonce-use ). 
xSoS Beresford Miseries (ed. 5) 1 . 24 Till you are. .neces- 
sitated to turn back, and encore all your sufferings. 

Eneoronall, Enccronet: see En- prefix 1 b. 
Eneorownment, var. of Encrownment, Obs . 
Encorporate, obs. form of Incorporate. 

4 Encorpcre, v. Obs. Also 5 encorpere. 
[a. OF. encorpore-r, ad. L, incorpordre to In- 
corporate.] 

1. intr. in Alchemy : To form one body with ; 
to amalgamate. 

c 1385 Chaucer Chan, Vein., Prol. <5- T. 262 Cure matires 
enbibyng And eek of oure matires encorporyng. c 1460 70 
Bk. Quintessence 13 Putte )>e element of wativ . . vpon j ib 
of mater and putte by vij daies to encorpere wel. 

2. trans. To insert in a body of documents ; to 
enrol or enter in the records of a court. 

1323 Ld. Berners Froiss. I. ccxii. 260 We woll . . that the 
sayd letters before encorpored, be of none effecte. 

t EliCO'rsive, a. Obs. rare. [f. OF. e ncorser 
to make flesh, grow fat, f. en in 4 - OF. core (F. 
corps body + -ive.] Fat, fleshy. 

a 1340 Hampole Cant., Psalter 516 Encorsyfe is j>e lufyd 
& he test vp. 

[Encortif, erroneous f. of encorsif Encorsivb. 
Wyclifs Sel. Whs, (1869) III, 36 (from Hampole: see 
Encorsive.v) 

Eneortin, obs. f, Encurtain. 

Encoucli : see Ian- prof. 1 1 a. 

Encounter (enkairntaj), sb. Forms : 3 en- 
eontre, 5 eneountre, 6~ encounter. Also 6-8 
incounter, [a. OF. encontre masc. and fern, (cf 
Pr. encontre, Sp. encuentro, It. inconiro), f. late L. 
incontrdre : see next] A meeting face to face. 

1. A meeting face to face ; a meeting (of adver- 
saries or opposing forces) in conflict ; hence , a 
battle, skirmish, duel, etc. 

1297 R. Glouc. (Rolls) 8051 He vond hard encontre in 
norphumberlande. c 1430 SyrGener. vRoxb.) 5083 But than 
cam eneountre strong Folk of higher Inde among. 1575 
Chr. Prayers in Priv. Prayers (1851) 542 How unseemly 
an encounter is this, wherein the flesh being matched against 
the spirit, .striveth with him for victory. 1580 T. B. La 
Primaud. Fr. Acad. 1. (1589) 104 An incounter of their 
armies, wherein Caesar, being at that time the weaker, had 
•thewoorst. 1594 Suaks. Rich. Ill, 1. ii. 1x5 To leaue this 
keene encounter of our wittes. 1667 Milton P. L. n. 718 
Winds the signal blow To joyn thir dark Encounter in mid 
a.ir. 1672 Marvell Reh. Transp. i. 229, I. .have no heart 
to this incounter. 1828 Scott F. M. Perth i, In these vales 
, . the Saxons . . and the Gael . . had many a desperate and 
bloody encounter. 1853 Robertson Serm. Ser. 111. xvii. 221 
We must shrink from the encounter with death. 

4 b. attrib. Obs. rare. 

1598 Stow Snrv. xxxix. (1603) 386 [A champion in the 
lists says] Though my horse fayie me 1 will not fayle an 
incounter companion. 

2. The fact of meeting with (a person or thing"), 
e sp. undesignedly or casually. Const, of, with . 

1656 Finett For. Ambuss. 22 In case he should be put 
to it upon any incounter of negotiation or otherwise. x66$ 


Evelyn Mem. (1857) III. 161 We are infinitely defective as 
to. .excuses . . upon sudden and unpremeditated encounters. 
-21699 Lady Halkett Autobiog. (.1875) g, I must here relate 
a little odd Incounter. 1794 Godwin Cal. Williams 230 
The state of calamity to which my. .persecutor had reduced 
me, had made the encounter even of a den of robbers, a 
fortunate adventure. ^ a 1859 Macaulay Hist. Eng. V. 93 
There was constant risk of an encounter which might have 
produced several duels. 1870 Emerson Soc. # Sold. Wks. 
(Bohn) III. 5 The encounter with superior persons on terms 
allowing the happiest intercourse. 

4 b. An amatory interview. Obs. rare. 

1599 Shaks. Much Ado iii. iii. x6x The Prince . . saw afar 
off in the Orchard this amiable incounter. Ibid. iv. i, 94 
Who hath indeed most like a liberall villaine, Confest the 
vile encounters they haue had A thousand times in secret. 

fc. An accosting, addre^. Obs. Cf. Encounter 

v. 7 . 

159s Shaks. Two Gent. ti. vii. 41 For I would preuent 
The loose encounters of lasciuious men. 

f 3. Manner of meeting another ; style of address, 
behaviour. Obs. 

1596 Shaks. Tam. Shr. iv. v. 54 That with your strange 
encounter much amazed me. 1602 — Ham. v. ii. 197 The 
tune of the time^ and outward habite of encounter. x6xx 
— Wint.T. m. ii. 50 With what encounter so uncurrent I 
have strained to appear thus. 

1 4:. An idea that suddenly presents itself, as it 
were by accident ; a happy thought. Obs. rare . 

1651 Hobbes Leviatk. 1. viii. 34 Many times with encoun- 
ters of extraordinary Fancy. X678 — Nat. Philos, i. 11 
Wonder .. I never thought upon’ t before, for it is a very 
happy encounter. 

5. The fact of being met with ; occurrence, rare. 

1870 Lowell Among my Bks. Ser. 1. (1873) 203 Things of 
daily encounter. 

f 6 . Proposed as a name for the rhetorical figure 
Antithesis. Obs. rare— 1 . 

1589 Puttenham Eng. Poesie in. xix. (Arb.) 219 Ye haue 
another figure very pleasant and fit for amplification, which 
to answer the Greeke terme, we may call the encounter. 

Encounter (enkairntoi-, v. Also 4 en- 
countre, 6-8 incounter, [a OFr. encontre-r , a 
Com, Romanic word, *» Pr., Sp., Pg. encontrar. 
It. incontrare late L. incontrdre , f. in in ■+• contra 
against.] 

1. trans. To meet as an adversary ; to confront 
in battle, assail. Sometimes ahsol, with reciprocal 
sense. Also fig. 

<11300 St. B randan 41 1 And encountrede this lithere fisch 
and smot to him faste. 1475 Caxton Jason 6 They that 
encountrid hercules. c 1300 Lancelot 3261 And ywons king 
. .Encounterit hyme in myddis of tne gren. 1577 Vau- 
trouillier Luther on Ep. Gal 146 But let us suffer the law 
and the promise to encounter together. x6ox Holland 
Pliny II. 544 Astonied at the sight of a monstrous bull let 
loose and ready to incounter him. 1624 Capt. Smith Vir- 
ginia 1. 2 He was provided with a Navy able to incounter 
a Kings power. 1626 Mead in Ellis Or/g. Lett. 1. 336 III. 
250 The Duke was hotly encountered by the Sailors about 
this day sennight. 1697 Dryden Virg. Georg, iv. 125 They 
challenge, and encounter Breast to Breast. 1781 Gibbon 
Led. $ F. II. xxxviii. 394 The two kings encountered each 
other in single combat. 1792 Burke Pres. St. Affairs Wks. 
VII. 90 Enemies very different from those she has hitherto 
had to encounter. 1851 Creasy Decis. Battles (1864) 187 To 
encounter Varus’s army in a pitched battle. 

4 b. intr. Const, against , usually with. Obs. 

1530 Wolsey in Cavendish Life (1825) I. 324 Against 
whom the King was constrained to encounter in his royal 
person. 1555 Eden Decades W. Ind. 11. 1. jArb.) 107 En- 
counteryng with them, he was repulsed with shame and 
damage. 1684 Contempt. State of Manx. (1699) 109 That 
dreadful day wherein the Army of Vengeance are to en- 
counter with the Army of Sin. 1728 R, Morris Ess. Anc. 
Archil. 18 The single Enemies I have to encounter with. 

1 2. trans. To go counter to, oppose, thwart ; to 
contest, dispute. Also ahsol. Obs. 

1549 Coverdale Erasm. Par. Rom. 17 But some one 
will againe encounter and saye. 1583 Golding Calvin on 
jDeut. vi. 32 When they withstand God and incounter his 
Word. 1589 Puttenham Eng. Poesie iii. xxiii. (Arb.) 276 
Nothing is so vnpleasant to a man, as to be encountred Jn. 
his chiefe affection. 1638 Penit. Conf. vi. (1657) 99 Saint 
Augustine incountring that opinion . . reasoneth thus, 1677 
Hale Prim. Orig. Man. 79 From the intrinsecal nature of 
the things that encounter the possibility of an eternal suc- 
cessive duration in them. 1786 Burke Art. agst . W. 
Hastings Wks. XII. 144 The evidence of this man, not 
having been encountered at the time. 

4 b. intr. Const, with. Obs. 

1677-8 Marvell Carr. No. 340 Wks. 1872-5 II. 604 Lest 
I should happen to incounter with our proceedings. 

4 3. trans. To be placed opposite, or in opposite 
directions, to (each other). Obs. 

16x0 Guillim Heraldry, vi. v. (1660V465 She heareth . . three 
Swords barwayes proper, the middlemost encountring the 
other two. 

4 b. intr. Const, with. Obs. 

1639 Leak Water-inks. 34 There are Pins AE, incountr- 
ing wkh Pins which are in PH. 

4. To meet, fall in with (a person or thing), 
esp. ca_sually. Sometimes ahsol. Also fig. 

1520 C ax ton's Chr on. Eng. iii, 26/t Pompei and he en- 
countred togyder. 1528 Foxe Let. to Gardiner 12 May in 
N. Pocock Rec. Reform. (1870) I. 141 Encountering Mr. 
Silvester Darius in the same place, who then was sent 
from the king’s highness . . into Spayne. 16x4 Rajleigh Hist. 
World 11. 395 Two men should incounter him by Rahel’s 
Sepulchre. x66a Evelyn Chalcogr. (17691 56 Some rare 
things In stampi to be encountred amongst the collections 
of the curious. 1776 Johnson in Boswell <i8x6j III. § 49 


The most extraordinary young man that has encountered 
my knowledge. 1822 Byron Werner 1. i. 322 We never 
met before, and never . .may again encounter. x36o Tyn- 
dall Glac. 1. § 8, 57, I encountered a considerable stream 
rushing across it [the glacier}. 1875 Hamerton Intell. Life 
iii. iii. 91 He knew the dictionary meaning of every word 
he encountered. 

4 b. intr. Const, with. Obs . 

1632 Lithgow Trav. v. 190 A Christian Amaronite, who 
accidently encountred with vs. 1672 Marvell Reh. Transp. 

1 . 142 It would be difficult to quote twenty lines in Mr. 
Bayes but we should encounter with the Roman Empire. 
176 7 Babler 1 . 67 xv. Some how or other my eye encountered 
with Miss Maria’s at the end of this speech. 

5. To meet with, experience (difficulties, opposi- 
tion, etc.). Also with notion of 1 : To face reso- 
lutely. 

38x4 DTsraeli Quarrels Auth. (1867) 336 The Royal 
Society. , encountered fierce hostilities. 1844 H. H. Wilson 
Brit. India III. 68 Disease was not, however, the only 
enemy which the British had to encounter. 1876 Green 
Short Hist . iii. § 5 (1882) 141 From the Church he [Henry 
III] encountered as resolute an opposition. 

4 b. intr. Const, with. Ohs. 

1581 Apol. Pr. Orange in Pheni.x (1721^ I. 450 If. . I had 
not incounter’d with the Hatred of the Spanish Nation. 
1776 G. Semple Building in Water 14 They had not any 
Difficulties of Water to encounter with. 

4 6 . To go to meet. Also fig. Obs. 

1603 Shaks. Meas.for M. hi. i. 84, I will encounter dark- 
nesse as ii bride And hugge it in mine armes. 16x1 — 
Cymb. 1. iii. 32 At the sixt houre of Home, at Noone, at 
Midnight, T’ encounter me with Orisons. 

*)| Bombastically used for : To go to, approach 
(nonce-use'- . 

x6ox Shaks. Twel. N. in. i. 82 Will you incounter the 
house. 

4 ?. To accost, address. Obs. 

1579 Lyly Eupkues (Arb.) 36 With .. smiling face ... en- 
countered him on this manner. 1390 Greene Never too late 
(1600) 25 Isabel, .incountred him thus. Gentle sir, etc, 

4 Bncoxrnter, adv. Obs. rare'" 1 , [ad. OF. en- 
contre against,] Opposite, contrary ; = Counter 
adv. 

1660 Hist. Indep. 82 The rogue of all the Kingdom ran 
directly encounter t,o their designs. 

4 ISncoir nterable, a. Obs. rare- 1 , [f. En- 
counter sb. + -able : cf. profitable .] ? Ready for 
encounters. 

1576 Fleming Panoplie Ep. 346 Wbiche time, I woulde I 
had spent, ..in the extolling of your. . encounterable vali- 
auntnesse. 

1' Encoxrnterer. Obs. Also 6 enconterer. 
[f. Encounter v. -i--er.] One who or that which 
encounters ; an adversary, opponent. 

1523 Ld. Berners Froiss. I. clxix. 206 They . . rode close 
togyder in good aray . . but they founde no encounterers. 
1589 Puttenham Eng. Poesie in. xxv. 1 Arb.) 3x0 In another 
respect arte is as it were an encountrer and contrary to 
nature, c 1611 Chapman Iliad xx. 151 The earth did groan 
With feet of proud encounterers. 1636 H. More Ant id. 
A th. 11. x. < 17x2) 70 The Lion . . will strike such a stroke with 
his tail, that he will break the back ofhis Encounterer with it. 

b. One who meets (another) half-way ; a 4 for- 
ward ’ person, coquette, rare— 1 . 

x6o 6 Shaks. Tr. <§• Or* iv. v. 58 Oh these encounterers so 
glib of tongue. 

Encountering, vbl. sb. [f. Encounter v. 
A -iNob] The action of the vb. En<?ounter. 

1483 Caxton Treviso .' s Higden m. vi. 162 a In the en- 
encountrynge & fight ynge Brutus . . and Aru ns , . si owgh 
eyther other. 1523 Ld. Berners Froiss. I. xlviii. 69 And 
dyuers epcountrynges was bytwene them. 1381 Apol. Pr. 
Orange in Phenix (1721' I. 450 That the Race of [a man’s] 
life be. . prosperous without . .any wicked incountring. 16x0 
Guillim Heraldry n. v. 50 By reason of the opposition 
and encountering of some other current. 1623 Drumm. of 
Hawth. Cypress Grove Wks. (1711) 126 So many shadows 
cast out and caused by the encountring of these superiour 
celestial bodies. 1704 Swift T. Tub Author’s Apol., The 
accidental encountering of a single thought. 

Encountering (enkau-ntarii]), ppl. a. [f. En- 
counter v, -(--ing^.] That encounters. 

1586 Marlowe 1st Pt. Tamburl. xi. vi. 19 Let us put on 
our meet encountering minds. 1626 G. Sandys Ovids Met. 
xi. 219 Keepe the bankes that lead Along th’ incountring 
Current to his head. 1667 Milton P. L. vi. 220 Millions of 
fierce encountring Angels fought. X738 Glover Leonidas 
v. 350 Betwixt th’ encountring chiefs, 1856 Bryant Poems, 
Winter Piece jig The encountering winds shall oft Muster 
their wrath again. 

4 EnCOU'ntery. Obs, rare— 1 . In 6 incoun- 
trie. [ad. OF. encontree a meeting, f. encontre f 
Encounter v.] The shock of attack or encounter. 

1366 Painter Pal. Pleas. Ded., To him whose frequent 
vse of mightye jncountrie and terrible shocke of shield and 
launce, is familier in court. 

4 Encoirutrauce. Obs. rare- 1 . In 6 in- 
eountrau.nea. [f. Encounter v. + -ance.] = En- 
countering vbl. sb. 

1592 Wyrley Armorie 94 Great semblaunce And shew 
of luue made at incountraunce. 

4 Encou rage, sb. Obs. rare— 1 , [f. next.] *• 

Encouragement. 

*535 Ad 27 Hen. VIII , c. 23 § 2 To the great animacion 
and encourage of thoffendours. 

Encourage (enk 2 ?*red 3 ), v. Forms : a. 5 en* 
corage, 6 - encourage. 0. 7 incorage (inenr- 
rage), 7-8 incourage, [ad. OF. encoragier, Fr. 
encourager , f. en (seeEN-1) + corage : see Courage.] 



ENCOURAGEMENT. 

1 .tram. To inspire with courage, animate, inspirit. 

a- 1490 Caxton Eneydos (1889) 31 They were..gretlyen- 
coraged wyth goode hope, a 1593 H. Smith Serm. (1637) 
404 God would have Joshua encouraged with all the en- 
couragement that may be, a 1649 Drumm.. of Hawth. 
Skiamachia Wks. (1711)203 By encouraging those, who for 
..their own interest pretend religion. *723 De Fof. Plague 
(1754) 6 That which encourag'd them was, that the City was 
healthy. 1847 Emerson Refr. Men , Napoleon Wks. (Bolin) 

I. 376 Whatever appeals to the imagination .. wonderfully 
encourages and liberates us. 

8. 1551 Robinson tr. More's Utop. (Arbh 16 This verely 
isy 9 chieffe cause, y at hath incouraged me. 1647 Ward 
Simp. Cobler 71 Prayers . . that the God of power and 
goodness, ■would incourage your hearts. 17x3 Steele 
Guardian N o. 24 f 2 Jack was incouraged at this success. 

2 . Const, to with sb. as obj. or with inf, 

a. To inspire with courage sufficient for any " 
undertaking- ; to embolden, make confident. 

a< 15S3 Eden Treat. News I net. (Arb.) 5 Yat they mighte 
. .bee encouraged to do the like. 1651 Hobbes Leviatk. 11. 
xxvii. 158 Presumethon his force, .which encourages him to 
commit the same again. 1785 Covvper Lett, g Nov., John 
Gilpin, .first encouraged you to write. 1824 Miss Ferrier 
Inker, xxxv, I feel encouraged to the liberty I am going to 
take, by the kindness you showed me. 1880 Mrs. Forrester 
Roy <5* V. I. 31 Encourage yourself to say these things now 
you are in Paris. 

J 3 * 1538 Starkey England 153 The wych thyng un- 
dowtydly wold incorage basse stomakys to endevur them- 
selfys dylygently. 1641 Prynne Antip. 3 Ded., To the 
which I have beene the more incouraged by a Divine 
Providence. 1743 Tindal Rapin' s Hist. Eng. II. xvn. 53 
Incouraged the Protestants to stand upon their defence. 

b. To 'incite, induce, instigate; in weaker sense, 
to recommend, advise. . 

1483 Caxton CatoGjb, They encorage somme persone to 
do euyl. 16x2 Sir R. Dudley in Fortesc. Papers 7 note. 
To ineurrage his Highnes to undertake a matter of that 
consequence. 1697 Dryden Virg. Georg, in. 201 Water him, 
and . . Encourage him to thirst again, with Bran. 1875 
Jowett Plato (ed. 2' IV. 44 We are not encouraging indi- 
viduals to make right or wrong for themselves. 

f e. ellipt. To encourage to come, to invite, 
Obs. rare. 

1728 T. Sheridan Persim vi. (1739) 86 Ennius. . [was] 
encouraged to Rome by Cato the Quaestor. 

3 . To stimulate (persons or personal efforts) by 
assistance, reward, or expressions of favour or 
approval ; to countenance, patronize ; also, in bad 
sense, to abet. 

1668 Hale Pre/ : Ro lie's Abridgment 9 A Book published 
. .not to abate their [Students’] Industry, but to incourage it. 
17x6 Lady M. W. Montague Lett. xi. I. 38 No woman 
dares, .encourage two lovers at a time. 1777 Sheridan 
Sck. Scand. iv. i, Paying them [tradesmen] is only en- 
couraging them. 1857 Buckle C wills I. xi. 629 Why should 
we call upon government to encourage those who write our 
books? x866 Rogers Agrlc. $ Fr. I. xxvi. 642 The bailiffs 
were allowed to encourage venturous boys in bringing young 
birds for purposes of training. 1876 Green Short. Hist, vi 
§ 3 i.1882) 293 Among the group who encouraged the press of 
Caxton [was] ..Richard, Duke of Gloucester. 

b. To allow or promote the continuance or 
development of (a natural growth, an industry, a 
sentiment, etc.) ; to cherish, foster. 

1677 Y ark anton Engl. Improv. 63 If the Iron Manufacture 
be not incouraged. 1694 Congreve Double Dealer 1. v, 
Hum ! I have encouraged a pimple here too. 1788 V. Knox 
Winter Even.!, iii, 31 Books of controversy . . are less en- 
couraged^ 1856 Kanf. A ret. Expl. II, xviii. 18 4 Sunshine 
. . encouraged a perceptible growth of flowering plants. 
1863 Geo. Euot R omola 11. xxTu, [He] grasped at a thought 
more actively cruel than any he had ever encouraged 
before. 

^ 4 . none earn. a. Humorously : To put spirit 
into (liquor), b. To make up for, compensate for. 

1628 Hobbes Tlmcyd. (1822) 71 Encouraging their want of 
knowledge with store of men. 1655 Fuller Hist. Camb. 

v. § 48, 87 Erasmus .. sometimes incouraged his faint Ale 
with the mixture. 

Encouragement (enktrred^ment). Also 6-8 
incouragement. [a. F. encouragement : see prec. 
and -ment.] The action or process of encouraging, 
the fact of being encouraged (see senses of the 
vb.) ; concr. a fact or circumstance which serves 
to encourage. 

1588 Grafton Citron. II. 257 King .Edward pttrposyng a 
lyke encouragement of noble and worthie knightes. 1398 

J. Dickenson Greene in Cone. 11878) 143 For his more in- 
couragement viewing in his mistris countenance, no cloudes 
of discontent. 1638 Ld. Goring in Hamilton Papers (1880) 
6$ What encouragement whatever those ill affected with 
you may gather, 1677 Yark anton Engl, Improv. 62 To 
the Incouragement of the Iron, and Iron Manufaciures, 
1700 Wallis in Collect. (Oxf. Hist. Soc.) I. 319 This riding- 
master went hence, finding little or no encouragement, of 
any desirous to learn. 1711^ Siiaftesb. Charac. (1737) II. 
124 Inward deformity growing greater, by the incourage- 
ment of unnatural affection. 1748 Anson Voy. (ed. 4) Introd., 
Such employments could not long be wanting, if due in- 
couragement were given to them. 2828 Scott F. M. Perth 

vi, The wooer had begun to hold the refusal of the damsel 
as somewhat capricious, .after the degree of encouragement 
which, in his opinion, she had afforded. 1873 Jowett Plato 
(ed. 2) V. 186 [Plato] gives no encouragement to individual 
enthusiasm. 1883 Law Rep. Queen B. XI. 569 The object 
of the society being the encouragement of saving. 

Encourager (enkirred^oi). [f. Encourage v . 
+ER-] He who or that which encourages. 

*56* Bp. Hooper {title-. An Apologyeagainste the Report 
that he should be a Maintainer and Encorager of suche as 
cursed the Queues Highnes. 1563 Foxtt -A.fyM. (13961 72/3 
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To which notable thing and great force of faith, Mauritius 
himselfe was a great incourager. 1607 Topsell Serpents 
(1658) 592 My worshipful good friend, and dayly encourager 
unto all good labours. 1738 Daily Post 17 Aug. Mary-le- 
Bonne Gardens , Mr. Gough begs leave . . to return the en- 
couragers of his Musical Entertainment thanks. 1777 
Watson Philip l II (1839) 125 They were considered as 
fomeuters of the tumults, and encouragers of heresy. 3844 
H. H. Wilson Brit, htdia III. 209 Me was an encourager 
of letters and the arts. 

Encou raging, vbl. sb. [f. Encourage v. + 
-ingLJ The action of the vb. Encoukage. 

*578 Chr. Prayers in Priv. Prayers (1831) 539 That I 
may have a longing to [the true good things] through 
tliine encouraging. 3637 Decree Star Chamb. § n in 
Milton Areop., For the . . incouraging of Printers in their 
honest, .endeauours. 1658 Whole Duty Mani.% 22 (1687) 

4 To the incouraging of us in sins. 

Encouraging (enkn-redgiq), ppl. a. [f. En- 
courage v. + -ing A] That encourages or tends to 
encourage. 

1663 Earl Lauderd. in L. Papers (1884) 1 . 176 The Bishop 
. . hath written a brave incouraging Epistle to our Chan- 
cellor, 1783 Burke Rep. Affairs India Wks. XL 29 The 
choice of Mr. John Stables . . was by no means . . an en- 
couraging example to either Service. 1853 Macaulay Hist. 
Eng. III. 66r He sate down, .to write a kind and encourag- 
ing letter to the unfortunate general. 

Hence Encouragingly adv., in aa encouraging 
manner. 

1646 P. Bulkkley Gospel Cord. tv. 332 Those about him 
speak encouragingly to him. 1741 Richardson Pamela II. 
170 How encouragingly kind was all this] 1856 Kane 
A ret. Expl. I. xiv. 164 We talked encouragingly of spring 
hopes. 

Encover, incover (en-, inkzrvoi), v. rare. 
[f. En- 1 , In- 4 Cover zl] trans. To cover com- 
pletely ; to enclose and cover. Hence Encower- 
ed, Enco'vering///. ad/s. 

1520-30 Skelton Garl. Laur. 1164 Slimy snails Encoverde 
over with gold of tissew fine. 1596 R. L. Bulla , The gold 
encoveird booke. 1851 D. Wilson Prekist. Ann. Scotl. 
(1863) I. 1 17 The incovering mound is about .. forty-four 
feet in diameter. 

Encowl, Eneraal : see EN- /r#G 
Encra&le (enkr^-dT), v. Also 7 incradle. 
[£. En- 1 + Cradle.] trans. To lay in a cradle. 

1596 Spenser Hymne Heavenly Love 225 Where he en- 
amelled was In simple cratch, wrapt in a wad of hay, 1655 
Fuller Church Hist . 1. iv. 213 Three Child-Constantines 
encradled. 266 2 — Worthies , Line. u. 165 Though there 
incradled. 

t Encrain. Obsr° 

1731-36 Bailey vol. II, Eticrain [with Horsemen], a horse 
that is wither wrung or one that is spoilt in the withers. 

1 Encr ampish., -ise, v. Obs. rare . [f. En-^h- 
Cramp a. + -ish, after words like impoverish .] 
trans. To cramp, hamper. Hence Encra-mpised 
ppl. a cramped, distorted. 

c 1430 Pilgr. Lyf Manhode II. (1869) 108 I hatte Peresce, 
J>e goutous, fie encrampised, ]> e boistous, pe maymed. 1323 
Skelton Garl. Laurel 15 Encraumpysshed so sore was 
my conceyte. 

t Encra'SS, V. Obs. rare— 1 , [ad. F. encrasse-r, 
{. en- (see En- *) + crasse thick, Crass ; cf. late L. 
incrassdrc.~\ intr. To thicken ; to become thick. 

JS75. Turberv. Fatconrie 241 The . . moysture of the head 
distilling from aboue, vpon those breathing partes, and 
there encrassed . . breede difficultie of breathing. 

Encratism (e-nkratiz^m). [f. Gr. kynpar-ijs -f- 
-ism.J The doctrinal system and practice of the 
Encratites. 

1885 G. Salmon Hist. Introd. N. T. xi. 240 Several of the 
Gnostic sects had in common this feature of Encratism. . 
the rejection, .of marriage, of flesh meat, and of wine. 

Encratibe (e*iikiat9it'>. Chiefly in pi. [ad. 
late L .enemtita, late Gr. kyKparirtjs (Hippolytus), 
f. tyre par -T]$ continent 4 * -Irrjs : see -ITE.j One of 
those early Christian heretics (chiefly Gnostic) 
that abstained from flesh, from wine, and from 
marriage. Also aitrib. 

1587 T'. Rogers 39 Art. (1621) 295 The Encratites. .use no 
wine at alL 1702 Echard Bed. Hist. 117101 500 Justin's 
scholar, Tatian . . formed a new sect called by the name of 
Encratites, or Continents. 1883 Ch. Q. Rett. XV. 394 By 
Encratites and Marcionites intoxicating liquors would have 
been denounced with as much fervour as by Dr. Kerr. 1885 
G. Salmon Hist. Introd. N. T. 241 The principal apocry- 
phal Acts of the Apostles proceeded from men of Encratite 
views. 

t Encre*, v. Obs. rare— 1 , [app. a corrupt form 
of encrese. Increase.] ?To grow, thrive. 

cr 420 Pallad. cnHusb. xn. 66 Wei wot this tree Encre in 
Etel moiste and places hie. 

Enerease, -creee, -crees;'©, -cresce, -eres(e, 
-eress(e > obs. forms of Increase. 
t Encre'dit, V. Obs. rare- 1 , [f. En- + Credit.] 
To gain credit for (a person). In quot. reft. 

164a Rogers Naantan 436 Thinking to encredit and int 
gratiate themselves into their affections. 

Enerely, var. of Enkerly a Obs. Sc. 
Encrimson ( enkri mzon), v. Also 9 ill-, [f. EN- 
+ Crimson.] trans. To make or dye crimson. 
1773 J. Ross Fratricide l 528 Lips encrimson ’d o’er With 
vestal modesty ! 2883 Farrar EarlyCkr. II. 215 Steps 
encrirasoned by the uncleansed pools of gore. , 

Eucrimsoned (enkri-mzend), ///. cl [f. parec; 
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4- -ed I.] Dyed crimson ; red like crimson. Also 

fig* 

2397 Shaks. Lover's Compl xxix, In bloodlesse white, and 
the encrimson’d mood. .1824 Month. Mag . LVlII. 
Grasping this incrimsoned steel. 2839 Poe House of Usher 
Wks. 1864 I. 294 Feeble gleams of encrimsohed light made 
their way through the trdiissed panes. 2882 Farrar Early 
Chr. 1 . 10 Bands of gladiators . .hacked each other to pieces 
on the encrirasoned sand. 

EncrinaT (e-nkrinal), a. Geol. [f, Encrin-us 

4 --AL.] = EnCRINITAL. 

2843 in Proc. Berw. Nat. Club II. xii. 159 The blue 
encrinal limestone so abundant at Holy Island. 1858 Geikis 
Hist. Boulder xi, 205 The rock with its included encrinal 
stems and shells. 

Encrizdc (enkri-nik), a. Geol. [f. Encrin-us 
+ -IC.J W Encrinital. 

1847 in Craig ; and in mod. Diets. 

Encrinital (enkrmsrtal), a. Geol. [f. En- 

CBINTTE 4 - -AL.] 

1. Of or pertaining to, or having the character 
of, Encrinites. 

1847 Ansted A tic. World viii. 177 Living chiefly on the 
crabs, lobsters, and shell-fish, or on the encrinital animals. 
1873 Croll Climate <$• T. xviii. 298 Encrinital fragments in 
the greatest abundance. 

2 . Containing Encrinites. 

2876 Page Adv. Text-Bk. Geol. xiv. 245 The frequent 
synonym of * encrinal ’ or ‘ encrinital limestone 

Encrinite (emkrinait). Zool. and Geol. [£ En- 
crin-us + -1TE.] A fossil crinoid ; formerly some- 
times extended to crinoids generally. 

2808 Parkinson Organ. Rem. II. 153 (In Rees). 1829 
Rees CycL, Encrinites , a kind of columnar extraneous 
or organised fossil. 1833 Kirby Hab. § Inst. Anim. II. 
xiii. 10 A tribe of plant-like animals . . which, from a sup- 
posed resemblance . . to the blossom of a liliaceous plant have 
been denominated Encrinites. 1834 F. Bakewell Geol. 30 
The prevailing characteristic fossils being encrinites and 
madrepores. ^ 1880 Geikie Phys. Geog. iv. (5 21. 191 A piece 
of limestone is . . made up of the crowded joints of the encri- 
nite or stone-lily— a marine animal. 

attrib. 1822 G. Young Geol. Surv. Yorksh. Coast (1828) 
21 . Masses of the encrinite limestone, 2847 E. Forbes in 
Wilson & Geikie Mem. xii. (1862) 413, I went to seek out 
the localities for the encrinite heads. 

Encrinitic (enkrinrtik), a. Geol [f. Encrin- 
itr + -ic.] Containing fossil Encrinites. 

1863 Cambrian Jml, Sept. 154 The carbonate shell mar- 
ble of South Wales, and the encrinitic of North Wales. 
1864 in Proc. Amer. Phil. Soc. IX. 482 The metamorphosis 
of encrinitic limestone. 

Emcrinoid (e-nkrinoid >, a. Geol. [f. Encrin-us 
4--OID.] Resembling an Encrinite. 

1841-71 T. R. Jones Anim. Kinged, (ed. 4) 179 An Encri- 
noid Echinoderm in its perfect condition. 

|| Encrinus (e - nkrini?s). Zool. Also 8 en- 
erinos. [mod.L., f. Gr. kv in + Kpivov lily. The 
word was invented by Harenberg ( 1729) as a name 
for a fossil which two years before he had proposed 
to call a ‘ stone lily ’.] 

1 . t A name formerly applied generally to fossil 
crinoids ; — Encrinite {obs.). b. Now the name 
of a particular (extinct) genus of crinoids, the type 
of the family Encrinidx. 

276a [see 2]. 1842-72 X. R. Jones Anim. Kingd. (ed. 4) 
181 To convert an Encrinus into an animal capable of loco- 
motion. 1831 Richardson Geol. viii. 228 In encrinus, it is 
composed of different-sized circular plates. ’ 

f a. Applied to certain extant animals which 
were supposed to resemble the fossil encrinus: 
a. The Pennatula Encrinus of Linnaeus — the 
mod. genus Umbellula (class Anthozoa , sub-king- 
dom C'celenteratd). b. A crinoid described by 
Ellis as found on the coast of Barbadoes. Obs. 

1762 Ellis in Phil. Trans. Eli. 358 As it comes nearest 
to the fossils called encrinL.I shall keep to that name, and 
call it encrinus. 2788 Chambers' CycL (Rees), Encrmos, 
18x9 Rees CycL, Encrinus. 

t Encri'sp, v. Obs. rare. {f. En- 4- Crisp ; cf. 
late L. inert spared] trans . T o curl (hair or wool) 
tightly or crisply. Hence Encrrsped ppi. a. 

■ c 1420 Pallad. on Husb. in. 139 Thai shall have softe eh- 
crisped wolle. 1523 Skelton Garl. Laurel 289 With heris 
encrisped, yalowe as the golde. 

f Encroa'chy sb. Obs . rare. Also 7 incrocli. 
[f. Encroach v.] Encroachment ; gradual ap- 
proach. 

1612 Steep H 1 st. Gt. Brit. xx. xxi. (2632) 1000 The further 
incroch of the French. 2666 J. Smith Old Age (1676) 99 
The insensible encroach of age is no where so soon dis- 
covered. ary 1.6 South 12 Serm. (1717) IV. 393 Grew into 
it by. insensible Encroaches. ■* 

Encroach (enkr^u-tjb v. Forms: a. 4-7 eu- 
croch.(e, (6 engroche), 6 - encroach.. &. 5-7 
incroch(e, 6 incroatch, (ingroche), 6-8 in- 
croacii. [a; OF. encrochier to seize, also refl. 
and intr. to perch, fasten upon, f. en- (see EN 1 ) 
4- croc hook.] 

f 1 . trans. To seize, acquire wrongfully (property 
or privilege). Also absol. Obs. 5 

-a; ?rti24oo Morte-A rth. 2036 Therenkex.. Encrochede alle 
Cristyndome be craftes of armes. 2494 Fabyan, vil.ccxxjg 
262 He wolde haue encroched thynges appertaynynge to y® 
Crowne of Fraunce;. 1523 Fitzherb. Surv. Prol., I ipake 
this boke . to thehtent that the lordes . Lihutdf ha L .haue their 
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landes lost nor imbeselde nor encroched by one from an- 
other. ^iS?3 H. Smith Whs. 11866-7) I. 364 Base-born 
honours which they have encroached from men. 1605 
Verstegan Dec. Intell. 11634) **5 The Scottish men .. did 
lastly encroach unto themselves a Kingdorae. 1606 G. 
W[oodcocke] tr. Hist. Ivstine H h 6 a The tribute which 
lustinius had couetously enchroched. 

0. a 1528 Skelton Death Edw. IV, 51 And more euer 
to r incroche redy was I bent. ci $ 34 tr. Pol Verg. Dug. 
Hist I. 65 Ingroching bootje echewhere plentifullie. 
1587 Myrr.for Me ig., h rennus iv, Hee warned me I should 
not seeke tTncroatch That was not mine. 

fb. Law. (See quot.) Ohs. 

1641 Termes de la Ley 135 b, A Rent is said to be en- 
crocned, when the Lord by distress© or otherwise corapells 
the tenant to pay more rent than he ought. 

f e. In good or neutral sense : To obtain, gain, 
Ohs. rare. 

c 1325 E. E. A Hit P. A. in 6 Delyt fmt his come en- 
crocned. Ibid. C. x8 For jmy sch.d comfort encroche in 
kyjjes ful mony. ( 

2. intr. To trench or intrude usurping! y (esp. by 
insidious or gradual advances) on the territory, 
rights, or accustomed sphere of action of others. 
Also trans f and fig. of things: To make gradual 
inroads on, extend Aits) boundaries at the expense 
of, something else. Const, on, Upon (the territory, 
rights, etc. invaded, or. the person whose rights are 
infringed'' ; also simply. 

a* r *534 tr. Pol. Verg. Eng. Hist. (1846) I. 137 Ri.e littell 
ahd littell engroched on the sowthe partes of the lie. 2600 
Hakluyt Voy. 1810) III. 423 See you that you suffer him not 
to encroch vpon you. 1713 Steele Englishnt. No. 29. 185, 

I shall not encroach upon your Time. 1791 Smeatqn Edy- 
stone L. § 357 The sea encroached upon these cliffs. 1855 
Macaulay Hist. Eng. 111 . 260 Re.stra.imng both churches 
.. from encroaching on the functions of the civil magistrate. 
1875 Jowett Plat a. (ed. 2) V. 216 He who encroaches shall 
pay twofold the price of the injury. 

p *54* Elyot Image Gov. 155 b, He woulde not suffer 
his libertines to incroche vpon his possessions. 1660 R. Coke 
PowerfySitbj. 136 Laws made by the Kings of this realm 
did never incroaeh upon the ghostly power which our 
Saviour by divine positive institution left only to his Church. 
1794 G. Adams Nat. <4 Ex/>. Philos. IV. xliv. 201 The 
nucleus of a spot . . often changes its figure, by umbra in- 
croaching irregularly upon it. 

fb . trans. To impose (an unfair burden or 
condition) upon. Ohs. rare— 1 , (Doubtful : perh. 
what is used adverbially.) 

1548 Ld. Somerset Epist . Scots 244 What wil they not en- 
croche vpon you ? 

3 . intr. To advance, intrude beyond natural or 
conventional limits, f b. ref., in same sense 
(ohs. rare). 

*555 Par die Facions App. 323 When the coueitous manne 
will encroche beyonde his boundes. 1599 T. M[oufet] 
Silhwormes 48 Lest heate by stealth encroch it selfe too 
soone. 1618 Bolton Floras m, v. 181 Lucius Sulla., 
shoved the Enernie backe . . from encroaching any farther. 
2680 Butler Rem. (1759) I* 214 Those that falsly venture 
to encroach, Where Nature has deny’d them all Approach. 
1830 M. Donovan Dom. Econ. I. 3 A state which en- 
croaches beyond the boundaries of sleep. [See also En- 
croaching ppl. a.] 

Q. trans. To encroach upon. 

2578 Lyte Dodoens 660 This [Bramble] taketh roote easily 
... incroching grounde with the toppes of his branches. 
Ibid. 648 It incrocheth and winneth more ground. 
t 4 . intr . To get oneself connected with. Ohs. rare. 
*579 Gosson Apol. Sch. Abuse (Arb.) 73 Penelopes suters 
..were glad to encroche with some of her maides. ' ■ 

Encroacber (enkr<?u*tJoi). [f. Encroach v. + 
-er.] One who encroaches (on). 

1581 J, Bell I I addon's Answ. Qsor. 491 Why is Haddon 
accused ..as an encrocher upon other mens possessions? 
2689 R. W right Benefice 16, lam a bold Incroacher on the 
Gods, And steal their Free-hold. 1720 Swift Run upon 
Bankers Wks. 1755 IV. 1. 22 The bold encroachers on the 
deep. 1742 Richardson Pamela III. 11, I would not for 
the World be thought an Incroacher. 1861 Sat. Rev. 22 
June, Those irregular encroachers who border and trespass 
on the domain of history. ; 

t BncroaxMng', vbl. sh. Ohs. [f. Encroach v. 
+ -ING 1 .] The action of the vb. Encroach. 

1539 T averner Card. Wysed. 1. 40 a, By thy incrochyng of 
other mens realms, a 1639 W. Whateley Prototypes. 11. 
xxix. (1640) 144 Murder is a sinne . . wronging God ex- 
treamely in presumptuous incroching upon his prerogative. 
1643 Pkynne Sov. Power Pari. in. 36 The encroaching of 
the said royall power to them. 

Encroaching (enkrffu*tjig\ ppl. a. [f. En- 
croach v. + -ing 2 .] That encroaches. 

*593 Shaks. 2 Hen. VI, iv. L 96 The House of Yorke 
thrust from the Crowne, By lofty proud incroaching tyranny. 
1649 Milton Eikon. xi. (1851)426 It concern’d them first to 
sue out their Livery from the unjust wardship of his encroach- 
ing Prerogative. 1742 Richardson Pamela IV. 50 Ladies 
in your Way, are often like incroaching Subjects. 1853 
Kane Grinnell Exp. xxix. 1 1856) 250 Our nobly-strengthened 
little craft rose up upon the encroaching floes bodily. 1873 
Symonds Grk. Poets i. 26 The cold encroaching policy of 
Sparta. ■ 

Encroachingly (enkrtfVtJirjli), adv. [f. prec. 
+ -ly 2 .] In an encroaching manner. 

1822 Month. Mag. LIV. 593 Whether Bodmer availed 
himself of Wieland’s pen too encroachingly. : 

Encroachment (enkr^wtjment). Also 7-S 
in.-, [f. Encroach v, + -ment : in AF. (1437) en- 
crochement.’] The action of encroaching, in various 
senses j spec, in Law (see quot. 1613); " ' 


. *S23 E IT2HERB. Snrv.15 But and there shalbe made any new 
iacrochmentes or intackis inclosed or taken in out of the 
commens. 1556 J. Heywood Spider $ F. xxi. 49 Ye thus. . 
Usurpe on vs by. meane of encrochement. 2613 R. C. 
Table Alph. Jed. 3*, Encrochment , when, the Lord hath • 
gotten and seised of more rent or seruices of his tenant then 
of right is due. 1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Bp. I. iii. 8 The 
people . . being ready with open armes to receive tHeencroach- 
ments of Error. 1667 Milton P. L. xh. 72 But this Usurper 
his encroachment proud Stayes not on Man. 2768 Black- 
stone Comm. III. in Encroachment of jurisdiction, or 
calling one coram non pud ice, to answer in a court that has 
no legal cognizance of the cause. 1794 G. Adams Nat. <§* 
Exp. Philos. IV. xliv. 201 By these mcroachments the nu- 
cleus of a spot is divided into two or more nuclei, 1830 H. 
Rogers Ess. 1.1850.' II. iv. 199 We .. find the Latin element 
making undue encroachments. 1878 Bosw. Smith Carthage 
433. The intervening strip of land, narrower now than then 
owing to the encroachment of the waves. 

Encroche t : see En- prof A 1 a. 

Encrown (enkrawn >, v. Also 6 encroun. 
[f. En- 1 + Crown j/a] 

1 . trans. To put a crown on (any one) ; to crown. 
148 6Bh. St. Albans, Her. Aj a, Aungelis encrowned full 
hye with precious stones. 1841 T. J. Ouseley Eng. Mela* 
dies 49 Whilst Flowers en-crown thy Fairy head. 1854 
Bailey Festns (ed. 5) 530 Encrowned with peaks of quiver- 
ing, fire. 1884 Sword Trcnvel Feb. 63 Our fathers were 
wont to encrown themselves with a tasselled triangle, 
t 2 . ? To mark or stamp with the figure of a 
crown. Ohs. 

1538 Leland I tin. V. iro And one Quene Elenor was 
buried ..under a flat Stone of Marble with an Image of 
plaine Plate of Brasse encrounid. 

t Encrow*nmei3.t. Ohs. rare- K • In 4 en- 
corownment. [f. Encrown v. + -ment.] The 
action or ceremony of encrowning ; coronation. 

? a 1400 Morte Arth. 4198 Encorownmentes of kynges 
enoynttede. 

f Encrtrelize, V. Ohs. rare— 1 , [f. En - 1 + 
Cruel + -IZE.] trans. To make cruel or savage. 

1654 Cokaine Dianea iv. 344 Those minds, which, en- 
cruelized, had not distinction to know their madnesse. 

Encrust, incrnst (en-, inki2?*st\ v. [Prob- 
of twofold formation: (i) ad. Fr. incmst-er or 
It. incrustare (used in sense 1), ad. L. incrustare, 
f. in upon + crust a Crust. (2) f. En- 1 , In- + 
Crust, or ad. Fr. encrodter (in 16th c. encrouster) 
of equivalent formation. The cn- and in- forms 
are both in common use, without any differentia- 
tion of sense ; the Dictionaries mostly favour in- 
crust, but encrust appears to be the more frequent 
in actual use.] 

1 . trans. To ornament (a surface) by overlaying 
it with a crust of precious material. Also To 
encrust into. 

a. 2776 Gibbon Decl. F. I. xii. 262 The outside of the 
edifice was encrusted with marble, 1825 Pro. Jonathan I. 
142 As if the whole tree were encrusted with molten 
jewellery, a 2839 Macaulay Hist. Eng. V : 196 A staircase 
encrusted with jasper. 2875 Fortnum Maiolica xi.101 The 
painted and incised bacim, which are encrusted into her 
church towers. 

|5 . 1642 Evelyn Mem. (1857I I. 35 The ; church of the 
Jesuits is. .a glorious fabric without and within, wholly in- 
crusted with marble. 1781 Gibbon Decl, § /'Jill. liii. 295 
The walls were incrusted with marbles of various colours. 
2885 Stone Chr. bef. Christ 44 Vases incrusted with 
diamonds and lapis lazuli. 

2 . To cover with a crust or thin coating (e.g. of 
rust, sedimentary deposits, etc.). Also of scales, 
shellfish, etc. : To form a crust or hard coating on 
(a surface). 

a. 1774 Goldsm. Nat. Hist. (1776) I. 313 In those dreary 
countries, the instruments, .that are kept in the pocket, .are 
quickly encrusted. 1806 Med. Jml. XV. 533 He now was 
encrusted with one scab over every part of his face and body. 
2828 Stark Elent. Nat. Hist. L 482 Scales encrusting the 
soft part of the dorsal and anal fins. 1854 F. Bakewell Geol. 
87 Sulphur is found . encrusting the sides in considerable 
quantities, 1878 Bosw. Smith Carthage 433 The blocks of 
masonry . . are now encrusted by shell fish and sea weeds. 

0. 1733 Pope II or. Sat. a. i. 73 Let Jove incrust Swords, 
pikes, and guns, with everlasting rust. 1756 C. Lucas Ess. 
Waters II. 23 Such, .waters, .incrust vessels in which they 
are contained. 1863 Fr. KembLf. Resid. Georgia 23 Their 
bare feet being literally incrusted with dirt. 

b. fig. 

a. 1806 Southey Lett. (1856) I. 359 Some rejected Christ as 
I unfit nucleus to encrust with their fables. 2861 Mill 
lit Hit. iii, 42 The simple fact is . . encrusted over with col- 
[ lateral associations. 

p. 1742 Young Nt. Th. 1. 257 How was my heart incrusted 
by the world 1 2837 J. H. Newman Par. Serm. III. xvii. 
265 Satan , . may incrust it with his own evil creations. 
1838 Holland Titco?nb's Lett. viii. 80 You get habits of 
thought and life that incrust you. 1873 H. Rogers Orig. 
Bible viii. (1875) 326 Many languages ., were still so in- 
crusted with barbarism. 

3 . To form into a crust, deposit as a crust. 

1726 Thomson Winter 756 The winter snow Incrusted 
hard. 2837 W. Irving Capi . Bonneville (1849) 251 It was 
sufficiently incrusted to bear a pedestrian. 

4 . a. intr. for rejl. To form itself into a crust, 
b. intr. To form or deposit a crust upon. 

1725 Huxham in Phil. Trans. XXXIII. 381 The 
Pustules, .did not incrust yellow. 2754 Ibid. XLIX, 26 This 
cjianel of fire, .is covered by the. .lava, which cools and in- 
crusts on its surface. 286$' Pusey Truth Eng, Ch. ,30 A 
mass of unauthorized, traditional glosses . . had encrusted 
over the Thirty-nine Articles. 


5 . To shut lip, imprison as within a crust, rare. 

'a 27x2 Ken Poet. Whs. 12721) IV. 328 Tho’ I should . . Ih 
Alps of Ice encrusted, freeze. 1830 Sir J. Herschel Stud. 
Nat. Phil . 79 The statue might be conceived encrusted in 
its marble envelope. ! 

Encrusted, incrusted (en-, .inkrzrsted), 
ppl. a. [f. Encrust v. + -ed L] I21 senses of 
the vb. 

2826 J. Scott Vis. Paris (ed. 5V 59 The olive -branch in 
one hand, and the encrusted pike in the other, _ 2833 Kane 
Grinnell Exp. xxxviii. (1856) 331 Trailing his hind quarters 
over the incrusted snow. 2859 Gullick & Timbs Paint. 

12 1 The first kind, or ‘ incrusted enamels ’ is subdivided into 
two classes. 1866 Tate Brit. Mo Husks iv. 292 Solid con- 
cretions. .of an organized skeleton and incrusted salts. 

Encrusting, incrusting (en-, inknrstiq), 
ppl. a. [t Encrust v. +- 3 ng~.J That encrusts. 

2766 Pennant Zool. (1768* I. Pref. 3 The excellence and 
number of our springs, whether medicinal or incrusting. 
1836-8 W. Clark Van der Hoeven's Zool. I. 79 _ Polypary 
incrusting, formed of stolons. 1861 Dickens in All V. 
Round IV. 461, I was content to take a foggy view of the 
Inn through the window’s encrusting dirt. 2878 G. Mac- 
donald Phantasies v. 82 A kiss cannot reach her through 
the incrusting alabaster. 

Encrustznent (enkr 27 *stment). [f. Encrust v. 

+ -ment.] concr. That which is deposited by the 
action of encrusting ; an outer encrusted layer or 
shell. Also Jig. 

2862 Craik Hist. Eng. Lit. I. 561 That rich .. spirit of 
drollery, .penetrating through all enfoldings and rigorous 
encrustments into the kernel of the ludicrous. 1876 Black- 
more Cripps II. xiv. 211 The trees . . glistened rather with 
soft moisture than with stiff encrustment. 

Encrystal: see In crystal. 
t Euculse* Sc. Ohs. rarer 1 . [Cf. Accoil, w T hich 
in Sc. fonn would be *acul$iel] ? Coaxing. 

2375 Sc. Leg. Saints, St. Tecla 34 Quhene he saw he 
sped nathinge For his encuhe or entysing. 

f Eucu*mber, sir. Ohs, F orms : 4 encnrabre, 
encumbir, 6 encombre, 7 eneomber, encumber. 
Also 6 incomber, incumber, [a. OF. encombre 
Pr. encombre , It. ingombro late L. incumbrum, 
f. • incumhrare : see Encumber^.] The state of 
being encumbered ; concr. an encumbrance, em- 
barrassment, trouble, annoyance. 

C1330 R. Brunne Chron. (1S10) 327 With many grete en- 
cumbre ’of in hard stonre. 1546 Gardiner Decl. Artie, 
Joye 43 Saynt Austen, .auoydinge thencombre of these sub; 
tyll heretiques. 2357 North tr. Guevara’s Diall of Princes 
(1582) 422 b Why they should suffer so many incombers, 
broiles, and troubles as they do. <21618 Raleigh To P. 
Henry in Rem . (1661) 252 The greater [ship] is slow; un- 
maniable, and ever full of encumber. C1630 Drumm. of 
Hawth. Poems 10 Sleep . , follow'd with a troope of golden 
Slumbers Thrust from my quiet Braine all base encumbers. 
1642 Howell For. Trail, v. (Arb.) 28 Too great a number 
of such Friends, is an encomber and may betray him. 

Encumber (enk^mbai), v. Forms : a. 4-7 
encomber, -bre, (5 encounbre, emcombre), 
5-8 encumbre, 6- encumber. 0 . 6-8 incom- 
ber, inenmbre, 7 incombre, incumber. See 
also Accumber. [a. OF. encombre-r to block up, 
obstruct, a Com. Rom. word (Pr. encomhrar , It. 
ingombrare) :—late L, incombrdre, f. in in, upon 
+ combrus barricade, obstacle, prob. repr. h* 
cumulus heap. (In Eng. the fig. uses appear 
much earlier than the literal.)] 

1 . trans. To hamper, embarrass (persons, their 
movements, actions, etc.) with a clog or burden. 
Also of things : To act as a clog or restraint upon. 
Also fig. . 

a. c 1386 Chaucer Pers. T. p 613 Of accidie cometh first, 
that a man is annoyed and encombrid for to do eny good- 
nes 2600 Holland Livy xun. xxiiL 1169 They marched 
Heavily armed and encombered. 1660 Blount Boscobel ir. 
(1680) 32 He travers'd, .near three hundred (miles), .encom- 
bered with a portmanteau. 2782 Gibbon Decl, $ P\ III. 
Iii. 261 The royal camp was encumbered by the luxury of 
the palace. 284a Bischoff Woollen Mann/. 1 1 . 44 There were 
various branches of our trade which it had been thought 
necessary to. encumber with high duties. 2833 Macaulay 
Hist. Eng. IV. 408 He could not be persuaded to encumber 
his feeble frame with a cuirass. 2873 Jowett Plato (ed. 2) 
IV. 407 The study of philosophy, .may encumber him. 

ft. ? 1612 Brinsley Liid. Lit. iii. (2627) 23 Schoolemasters 
who are incumbred with this inconvenience. 2620 Healey 
Epictetus' Man. (1636) xiii. 17 Lamenesse incombers the 
legges, but not the resolution. 1688 rn Somers Tracts I. 
306 Such Statutes .. seem to incumber what Papists think 
his Majesty’s Prerogative, 1726 Addison Dial. Medals ii. 
She draws back her garment . . that it may not incumber 
her in. her march. 2738 [G. Smith] Cur. Relat. II. 3x4 
They sold their Commodities . . in order to be less in- 
combert when they should go about to conquer, 
f 2 . To engage, involve, entangle in, Ohs. 

. 238. Wycuf Whs. (1880) 70 Procuratours of ]ie fend to 
encombre [mennus squlis] in synne. c 2386 Chaucer 
Frol. 508 And left© his scheep encombred m ' the myre. 
a 1662 Heylin Laud t, 228 To deliver him out of that War 
in which they had incumbred . .him. c 1720 Prior Poems: 
(J.i Encumbered in the silken string. 

.'j 4 3 . To cause suffering or inconvenience to. Ohs. 
c 2330 R. Brunne Chron. (iBio) 254 Jit salle Edward be 
encombred j> or S’h dame Blanche schene. . r<|Bt Caxton 
Myrr. u xii. 37 In mannes body whan ony maladye or 
seken es encombreth hit. 1314 Barclay Cyt, $ Uplondyshm. 
it 847 > sx Sometime these Courtiers them more to. incumber 
Slepe all in one chamber. 2363-87 Foxe A. J 'M. (1506) 
191/2 Greefes wherwith your mind’ is dailie incomfefed. x6o$ 
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Bacon Adv. Learn, r. vii. § 7 (1873) 56 His mind, .being no 
ways charged or incumbered, either with fears, remorses, or 
scruples. 

+ b. Of enemies, etc. : To press hardly upon, 
harass, give trouble to. Obs. 

1413 Lydg. Pilgr. Sowle 1. i. (1859! 2 To what purpoos had 
god formed me for to ben encombred with soo moche mes- 
chyef. c 1440 Gesta Rom. 1. xxxi. 104 The fleshe, the world e, 
and the Devil, .encomberithe a man. 1485 Caxton Chets. 
Gt . 120 Ye sbal be here ericombred'and assa-ylled. 1633 F. 
Fletcher in Farr S, P. fas. / (1848) 197 Much were the 
Imights.ema^hered inth'ttihiese foes.- 

fe. To overcome, master ; said esp. of tempta- 
tion«, passions; etc. • Obs. 

1377 Langl. P. PL B. xix. 223 That ydelnesse encombre 
hym nou^t. 1393 Gower Can/. III. 267 The King. .Incom- 
hred of his lustes blinde The lawe tornith out of kinde. 
c 1430 Lydg. Bochas n. v. (1554) 46b, The auoutour. .Thee 
encumbred of very force. 

4. To burden with duties, obligations, or re- 
sponsibilities. 

#*593 H. Smith Wks. (1867) II. 355 Martha is sore en- 
cumbered with much serving. 1607 Hieron Wks. I. 336 
It is a burthen to them to bee so employed; they cannot 
abide to be so encombred. 1781 Burke Sfi. Repeal. Mar- 
riage Act X. 137 A man that breeds a family without com- 
petent means of maintenance, encumbers other men with his 
children. 1879 F roude Ceesar xi. 119 Aurelia had objected 
to be encumbered with a stepson. 

5. To burden (a person or an estate) with debts ; 
esp. to charge (an estate) with a mortgage. [Cf. 
OF. encombnr to mortgage.] 

a. 1632 Massinger City Madam 1. ii, Such lands. .As are 
not encumbered. 3729 Berkeley Serm. Whs. 1871 IV. 639 
If you were .. encumbered with debt. 1843 Lever J. 
Minion* v ii. (1878) 46 His large estates, loaded with debt 
and encumbered by mortgage. 1858 Ld. St. Leonards 
Handy Bk. Prop. Law xiv. 95 If he make a mortgage 
after having otherwise encumbered the estate. 

B. 3677 Yarranton Engl. Improv . 8 There being so 
many ways to incumber the Land privately. 1767 Black- 
stone Comm. II. 313 The new occasions and necessities., 
required means to be devised of charging and incumbering 
estates. 

6 . To load or fill (places, things) with what is 
obstructive .or useless ; to block up ; fig. to com- 
plicate, render difficult. 

c 1400 Rom. Rose 3007 Thorough the breres anoon wente 
I, Wherof encombred was the hay. 1555 Eden Decades 
W. Ind. (Arb.) 310 All iorneys incumbered with eontinuall 
waters/ 1561 T. Norton Calvin's lust 1. 38 Seruetto and 
other like . . haue encombred al things with new deceites. 
2777 Priestley Matt. <$• Spir. (1782) I. 34, I have not.. en- 
cumbered my doctrine with . . difficulties. 1796 Morse 
Amer. Geog. I. 129 Copper Mine River ..is encumbered 
with shoals and falls. 1816 Scott Bl. Dwarf ii, The ground 
about the pillar was strewed, or rather encumbered, with 
many large fragments of stone. 1868 Milman St. Pauls 472 
Newton’s monument . . adorns or incumbers the Church of 
St. Mary-le-Bow. 1876 Green Short Hist. vi. § 2 (1882J 
276 The Statutes of Apparel .. begin at this time to en- 
cumber the Statute-Book. 

. f 7. In pa. pple. : Constipated. Obs. rare- 1 . 

1486 Bk. St. A Ibans C iiij b. When yowre hawke is en- 
combred in the bowillis. 
f 8 . ? To fold (the arms'). Obs. rare— K 
1602 Shaks. Ham. 1. v. 174 With Armes encombred thus, 
or thus, head shake. 

; Encumbered (enk^mbaid), ppl. a. [f. En- 
cumber Vi + -ED 1 .] In the senses of the verb : 
Hampered, burdened, etc. Of an estate : Charged 
with a mortgage. 

1784 Cowper Task iv. 498 Society grown weary of the 
load,- Shakes her incumberd lap, and casts them out. 1847 
Bright Sp. Irel. 13 Dec., The encumbered condition of 
landed property in Ireland. 1859 Jephson Brittany ii. 9 
Those who travelled in more dignified and encumbered 
style. 1884 Mackeson & Smith ed. Coote's Law of Mortg. 
473 The Incumbered Estates Court [West Indies]. 

Encirmberer. [f. as prec. + ~er.] One who 
encumbers. 

Encumbering (enkzrrnbarig), ppl a. [f. En- 
cumber v. + -ING’A] Tnat encumbers. 

1641 Milton Aniwadv.. {1851) 188 Whosoever . . labours 
to keep such an incumbring surcharge of earthly things. 
*795 Southey Joan of Arc 1. 404 From his belt he took 
The .encumbering sword. 3838 9 Hallam Hist. Lit. IV. 
iv. vii. 319 note, The feeble encumbering pronoun 1 which’. 
1872 H. Macmillan True Vine vii. 300 These barren, en- 
cumbering branches. 

Hence Eneum boringly adv. 

Encumberment (enktf-mbaiment). Now 
rare. Also incumberment. [a. OF. encombre- 
ment : see Encumber v. and -ment.] 

1. The action of encumbering ; the state or fact of 
being encumbered. 

c 1330 R. Brunne Chrm. (1810) 148 God. . Saued ]?am alle )x> 
tymes fro >er encumberment. a 1619 Daniel Coll. Hist. 
Eng. (16261 98 Their numbers growing so great, as bred 
many incomberments. 1678 Cudworth IntelL Systex^x 
Subjecting -him [the Deity] to Solicitous Encumberment. 
1854 Taits Mag. XXI. 454 Escaping from the rich encum- 
berment of the metropolitan port. 1877 Daily Nexus 3 Dec. 
6 Droves of cattle . . add to the incumDerment of the way. 

+ b. Contreactually used for : Satanic temptation. 
Obs. Cf. Encumber v. 3 c. 

CM3* Arth. $ Merl.706 It' was . . The deuels foule en- 
cumbrement. 15.. Merging*, in Furniv. Percy Folio I. 
442 Thorrow the ffeendes mccmaherment. 
fc. Molestation, disturbance. Obs. 

*509 Hawes Past. Pleas. 34 Without Saturnus blacke 


encomhrement. 1596 Spenser F. Q. vi. via. 38 To let her 
Sleepe out her fill without encomberment. 
t d. Misfortune, mishap. Obs. 
c 2440 Gesta Rom. 129, I have thorowe Encomberment 
slayne a man, and he is here with me. 

+ 2 . concr. Something that encumbers ; «■ En- 
cumbrance. Obs. 

2600 Abp. Abbot Exp. fonahC^ Let us shake off all in- 
cumberments. x66o H. More Myst. God l. To Rdr. 29 De- 
vested of those many encumbermems of humane inventions 
both false and useless. 2664 — Myst. Iniq. xn . 8 A trouble- 
some and useless incumberment upon Christianity. 

Encumbrance (enk^mbrans'. Forms : u. 
4-5 encombraunce, (-berannee), 4 - <5 encum- 
braunce, 4-7 eneombrance, 7- encumbrance ; 
A 6 incomb (e)raunee, 6-7 incombrance, (7 
incumberance), 7-9 incumbrance, [a. OF . en- 
combrance, f. encombrcr to Encumber ; see -ance.] 
fl. Encumbered state or condition; trouble, 
molestation, perplexity. Obs. 

^2314 Guy Wamu. (A.) 5509 The douke Otous . . His gret 
encumbraunce him telde. 2377 Langl.. P. PI. B. xvm. 265 
(Wright’s text) Care & encombraunce is comen to vs alle. 
c 2430 Syr Gener. iRoxb ) 2657 So I me drede . . To haue 
som grete encomberaunce. 1509 Fisher Fun. Serm. C'tess 
Richm.y 1708) 28 A lyfe voyde of all sorrow and encom- 
brance. 1559 Homilies 1. Fear of Death m. (1859) 103 The 
great eneombrance which our spirit hath by this sinful flesh, 
f b. Satanic temptation := Encumberment i b. 
<71450 Merlin, Wyte ye well that this is the encombraunce 
of the deuell. 

2 . concr . That which encumbers ; a burden, im- 
pediment, 1 dead weight ’ ; a useless addition ; in 
stronger sense, an annoyance, trouble. 

1535 Stat. 27 Hen. VI 11 , c. 3 Which, .shall he a great in- 
cumberance to all such the Kinges subiectes. 1583 Golding 
Calvin on Dent, ii.- 8 The incomberaunces are . . so great 
as it would bee vnpossible for vs to ouercome them if God 
assisted vs not. 2653 Milton Hirelings (1659) 95 To hire 
incumbents or father incumbrances for life-time. 1748 Anson 
Voy. 1. i. ted. 41 16 This incumbrance of a convoy gave us 
some uneasiness. 1764 Burn Poor Laws 172 Housekeepers 
will be freed from the intolerable incumbrance of beggars 
at their doors. 2833 I. Taylor Fanat , ii. 35 Malign dis- 
positions and vindictive habits are .. miserable encum- 
brances of the mind. 2852 Mariotti Italy in 2848 iv. 234 
The great mass of volunteers, especially Lombards, were 
looked upon as a mere encumbrance. 2860 Tyndall Glac, 

I. § 27. 196 Divesting my limbs of every encumbrance. 

3 . A person dependent on another for support ; 
esp. in phrase Without encumbrance ‘having no 
children 

1742 Fielding Jos. Andrews iv. it, I will have no more 
incumbrances brought on us. 1751 Johnson Rambler No. 
165 § 4. 148 Left the younger sons encumbrances on the 
eldest. 2833 Ht; Martinkau Three Ages \h. 109 The widow 
. . may advertise herself as ‘ without incumbrance’, to un- 
dertake any situation. 1865 Pall Mall G. 28 Nov. 20 Coach- 
men. .rarely have children, or, as they say. .incumbrances. 

4 . Law. A burden on property: ‘ A claim, lien, 
liability attached to property; as a mortgage, a 
registered judgment, etc.’ (Wharton). 

a 1626 Bacon Max. <$• Uses Com. Law 27 These acts are 
collaterall encombrances. 2642 Perkins Prof. Bk. iv. § 269. 
120 He hath this Land without eneombrance of Action. 
2658 Sungsby Diary (1836) 200 That my ancient and line- 
ally-descended estate, might without incumbrance fall upon 
you my elder son. 1770 ftinius Lett. xl. 204 You accepted 
the succession with all its encumbrances. 1836 Kent Comm. 
Amer* Law (2873) II. xxxix. 483 If a vendor, knowing of 
an encumbrance upon an estate, etc. 

Encumbrancer (enk»*mbrans3j). Law. Also 
in-, [f. Encumbrance -er.] One who has an 
encumbrance or legal claim on an estate. 

1858 Ld. St. Leonards Handy Bk. Prop. Law viii. 50 
A preferable title to any former purchaser or encumbrancer. 
1863 Gladstone F inane, Statem. 22 A large body of 
mortgageors, incumbrancers, and life-renters. 

t EnCTrmbrancy. Obs. rare- 1 . In 6 in- 
[f. as prec. : see -ancy.] «= Encumbrance 4. 

1554 in Archaeol. XXXIX. 188 The Quenes Ma tk ‘ to dis- 
charge the purchaser of all incumbrauncy. 

+ Encxrmbrous, a. Obs. Forms : a. 4 en- 
coumberous, 4 5 encomb(e)rous(e, 6- encum- 
brous. Also £. 4 incombrous. [a. OF. encom - 
bros, f. encombre '. see Encumber sb. and -ous.] 
Cumbersome, distressing, troublesome. 

c 1384 Chaucer //. Fame 862 Harde langage. ,ys encom- 
hrouse for to here, cx 392 — Compl. 'Venus 42 But ful en- 
coumberous [if, re encombrous] is ]>e vsing. 1413 Lydg. 
Pilgr. Sonde iL-pdiv. (1859) 5° The mooste encomberous 
melodye that euer I herde byfbre. 2694 Strype Cranmer 

II. iii. note (D.', To avoid- many encumbrous arguments. 

t Encu mbry. Obs. rare— x . In 6 incombrye. 

[f. Encumber v. + -y.] = Encumbrance. 

2546 Gardiner Duel. Artie. Joye 82 b, To make the 
husband ametrdes -for that encombrye, ye teach men . . that 
they may haue as lawfully two wyues at ones, as one. 

JEncup : see En- prefd 1 a. 

Encur, obs. form of Incur. 

Encurb, Encurse : see .En^ prefix 3. 

Eucurl (enk^ul), v. Also incurl. [f. En- 1 + 
Curb.] tram. To twist, twine; interlace. 

1647-8 Herrick Poems (xB6gV :) App. Epithal. viii, Like 
streames which flow Encurlld together. — Hesper Wks. 
(1876) II. 253 Be sh'eibald or do’s she weare Locks mcurl’d of 
other haire. 

Encursion, obs. var. Incursion. 


Encurtain (enkiJuten, -t’n\ v. Forms: 4 
encortin, 6 encur tine, incorteyn, incurtain 
-teyn, 7 en-, incourtaine, 7- encurtain. [a! 
OF. encortine-r, encmirtine-r, f. en- in dcortine, 
court ine Curtain.] 

1 . tram. To surround, or envelop with curtains. 

2393 Gower Conf. 1. 71 A softe bedde of large space They 

hadde made and encortined. c 1530 Ld. Berners Arth 
Lyt Bryt. (1814 6 To lye in the bed incorteyned wyth 
sylke. 1601 Holland Pliny xix. i, They began at Rome 
to encourtaine their Theatre with such vailes dyed in 
colours. 

2 . trans. and fig. To surround as with a curtain* 

to shroud, veil. ’ 

2596 Fitz-Geffray SirF. Drake (1881) 97 Since first these 
clouds his [the sunne’sl face incurtained. cxBoa K. White 
Poet. Wks. (1837)71 Encurtain ’d in the main. 2869 Spurgeon 
Treas. Dav. Ps. xviii. 11 Blessed is the darkness which en- 
curtains my God. 

1 3 . Fortification. (See quot.) Obs. rarer- 1 . [So 
encortiner in OF. ; cf. Curtain sb. - ] 

2598 Florio, Cortinare, to encurtine, to flank or fortilie 
about with a wall. 

Hence Encu*rtained ppl. a. 

2595 Markham Sir R. Grinvile lxxxviii, Bright day is 
darkned by incurtaind light. 1606 Chapman M. D' Olive 
Plays 1873 1 * I 9 ° Through the encourtaind windowes . . I 
see light Tapers. 2632 Brathwait Wkimzies, Gamester 40 
At the end of every act, the encurtain’d rausique sounds. 

Encushion : see En- pref) 1 a. 

-ency, ad. L. - entia , the termination of abstract 
sbs. formed upon pr. pples. (ppl. adjs. or sbs.) in 
- ent - by means of the suffix -ia (whence Eng. -y 
in modesty, fallacy, etc. : see -y, -cy). The L. 
sbs. in - entia (like those in -ia generally) denoted 
primarily qualities or states ; but some of them 
came by development of sense to be nouns of 
action or process, and in late L. and in Romanic 
the formation of nouns of action became thenormal 
function of the suffix. Consequently the Eng. sbs. 
in -ENCK (which are adaptations of L. types in 
-entia either through Fr. or according to Fr. ana- 
logies) have very frequently the sense of action or 
process, either in addition to, or to the exclusion 
of, that of quality or state. The sbs. in - ency , on 
the other hand, being purely English adaptations 
of the Latin types, have properly only the sense 
of quality or state, and concrete senses thence 
developed. As exemplifying this difference of use 
between the two suffixes, cf. recurrence and cur- 
rency, confluence and fluency, residence and pre- 
sidency. When the same word exists in both the 
-ence and the -ency forms, the tendency is (where 
the sense of the verbal etymon permits) to restrict 
the former to action or process f.e. to connect its 
meaning rather with that of the vb. than with that 
of the adj ), while the latter is used to express 
quality; cf. coherence and coherency , persistence 
and persistency . In a few instances both forms of 
a word have equally the sense of quality or con- 
dition ; in most of these cases the one or the other 
pf the forms has become obsolete or archaic; 
where they are both in current use, the distinction 
usually is that - ency has a more distinct reference 
to the sense of the related adj. or sb. in -ent, con- 
sidered as the predicate of some particular subject ; 
cf. for example, ‘ sentience is an attribute of 
animals ’ with ‘ some maintain the sentiency of 
plants’. See -ANCY. 

Encyclic (ensorklik), a. and sb. [ad. late L. 
eticyclicus, an altered form (with substitution of 
suffix) of encyclius, a. Gr. ky/cvKhios of same mean- 
ing, f. In in 4* Kvtck-os circle.] 

A. adj. 

1. = Encyclical A. 1, 2. 

2824 Hist. Europe in Ann. Reg. 195/2 His recovery was 
followed by the promulgation of an Encyclic letter. _ 2866 
Felton Anc. <$■ Mod. Gr. L ix. 438 The encyclic, or liberal 
education at this period, embraced seven departments. 

2 . nonce-ttse. Encircling. 

1850 Mrs. Browning Vis. Poets I. 202 Dropping from 
Heaven’s encyclic rim. 

B. sb. = Encyclical B. 

2852 Mariotti Italy in 1848 iv. 251 The Papal encyclic of 
the 19th April, entered into no man’s views. 2864 Q. Rev - 
July 127 The terms of the Encyclic imply a separation be- 
tween liberty and Roman Catholicism. 

|! Ency clica. rare. [mod.Lat. fern, of ency- 
clicus : see prec.] = Encyclical B. 

2888 Catholic Househ. 18 Aug. 5/3 To the Encyclica of 
September 1883, the Catholics fully responded . . To the 
Pontifical Encyclicas follow, etc. 

Encyclical (ensoi-klikal), a. and sb. [f. late 
L. encyclicus (see Encyclic) + -al.] 

A. adj. 

1 . Antiq. Used as transl. of Gr. I7 ndmXios (vaiBeia), 
i e. general (education) ; cf. Encyclopaedia i. 

1626-61 Holyday Persius 302 The learning, which they 
call encyclical. 

2 . Of an ecclesiastical epistle : Circular, intended 
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for extensive circulation. Now chiefly of letters 
issued by the pope. 

1647 Ter. Taylor Dissuas . Popery n. n, § 2 Wks. (1822) XL 
85 Their [the Greeks’] prime and most learned prelate, .did 
..publish an encyclical epistle against the definition of the 
council. 1805 Bp. Horsley Sp. Petit. Rom. Cat A. Speeches 
(18x3' II. 242, The apostolical vicars put forth an encyclical 
letter forbidding the people . . to take the oath, 1882 Farrar 
Early Chr. II. 35 The encyclical letter from the Church of 
Jerusalem, of which St. James was the main author. 

B. sb. An encyclical letter ; see A. 2. 

11837 J. H. Newman in British Critic XXII. 282 When a 
new Encyclical issues from Rome, etc. 1864 Sat . Rev. 

3 Dec. 791 No one can read the Pope’s new Encyclical 
without feeling, etc. 1871 Macduff Mem. Patmos v. 56 This 
most deeply spiritual ency clical, 1875 M anning Mission H. 
Ghost x iii. 376 Pius IX. . in the Encyclical, .condemned. . 
the separation of Philosophy and Science from revelation. 

Encyclopaedia, encyclopedia (ensshkD- 
prdia). Also 7 in adapted forms encyclopsedie- 
-y, -pedie, -pedy, -ped(e. [a, late L .encyclopedia, 

a. pseudo-Gr. eyfiv/ckoiraidVia, an erroneous form 
(said to be a false reading) occurring in MSS. 
of Quintilian, Pliny, and Galen, for 1 7 kvkRlos 
- rraideta * encyclical education the circle of arts and 
sciences considered by the Greeks as essential to 
a liberal education (cf. Encyclical A. 1). 

The spelling with at has been preserved from becoming 
obs. by the fact that many of the works so called have Latin 
titles, as Encyclopaedia Britahnica , Londinensis , etc.] 

1 . The circle of learning; a general course of 
instruction. 

2531 Elyot Gov. i. xiii, The circle of doctrine . . is in one 
worae of greke Encyclopedia. 1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. 
Ep. a 3 a, To Rdr., In this Encyclopaedic and round of know- 
ledge. 1654 Whitlock Zootomia 187 Borrowed from 
the Bank of the Encyclopaedia, or generall Learning. 266a 
Phillips Diet. Advt., A Dictionary for the English Tongue, 
would require an Encyclopedy of knowledge. 1682 T. 
Mannyngham Disc. t 54 They make .. the whole Encyclo- 
pede of Arts and Sciences but a brisker Circulation of the 
blood. 1686 Goad Celest. Bodies m. iii. 459 The Student . . 
who shall think fit to take so useful a Theory in his En- 
cyclopaedy. 1708 Motteux Rabelais v. xx, In you are 
lodg’d a Cornucopia, an Encyclopedia, an unmeasurable 
Profundity of Knowledge. 1868 M. Pattison Academ. 
Org. 277 An education which aimed at a little encyclopaedia 
of elementary knowledge. 

2 . A literary work containing extensive informa- 
tion on all branches of knowledge, usually ar- 
ranged in alphabetical order. 

The word in this sense appears first as the title of certain 
works published in the 17th cent. esp. that of Alstedius (see 
quot. 1819'. 

1644 T. Diconson in Bulwer Chirologia a 2 Thy Enchiri- 
dion . . became th’ Encycloped. 266a Evelyn Chalcogr. 
(1769) 123 A kind of encyclopedia of all., and memorable 
things. 1716 M. Davies Aik. Brit. II. 342 Mr. Record had 
scarce any Precedents or Patterns in his Encyclopiedy of 
Learning to copy after. 2768 {title) Encyclopaedia Britan- 
nica. 2829 Pantoiogia s. v. Encyclopaedia , The first work 
we have seen under the title of Encyclopaedia, is J. H . 
Alstedii Encyclopaedia, which was published in 1632, in two 
vols. folio. 1841 Myers Gath. Th. 111. ii. 4 The Bible is 
. . by no means indeed an Encyclopaedia. 2859 Darwin 
Orig. Spec. i. (1873) 24 An ancient Chinese encyclopaedia. 
humorously. 2837 Dickens Pickw. xxiv, Mr. Pickwick 
. . looked encyclopaedias at M r. Peter Magnus. 2885 Illust. 
Land. News 19 Dec. 648 Maida [a girl] was an ency-' 
clopaedia of knowledge. 

b. Sometimes applied spec . to the French work 
‘Encyclopedic on Dictionnaireraisonne des Sciences, 
des Arts, et des Metiers’ (1 751 — y 765^, by Diderot, 
D’Alembert, and other eminent scholars and men 
of science. 

*773 (title) Select Essays from the Encyclopedy. 1790 
Burke Fr. Rev. Wks. V. 207 The vast undertaking of the 
Encyclopaedia. 2872 Morley Voltaire (1886) 161 Diderot 
was busy (1750) with the first volume of the Encyclopaedia. 

3 . An elaborate and exhaustive repertory of infor- 
mation on all the branches of some particular art 
or department of knowledge ; esp. one arranged 
in alphabetical order. 

2802 {title) The Encyclopaedia of Wit, 2807 {title) The 
Vocal Encyclopaedia : comprising a variety of popular songs, 
etc. 2859 Smiles Self-help^ 61 Introduced in the historical 
part of his [Loudon’s] laborious Encyclopaedia of Gardening 
. .The result of which appeared in his Encyclopaedias. 1881 
{title), Hamersly’s Naval Encyclopaedia. 

Hence Ency clopm diac a. [see -ac], = Ency- 
clopedic; Ency:clopsedi*acal a. [see -acal],~ 
prec. ; Encyclopaedia! a. [see -al], of or per- 
taining to an encyclopaedia (see Encyclopedia 2 ). 

2886 Athenaeum 27 Feb. 298/3 His encyclopaediac know- 
ledge renders it probable he will make an excellent librarian. 
2836 Blackw. Mag. XL. 589 It is the object of many .,. to 
render instruction encyclopaediacal. 1848 Fraser's Mag. 
XXXVII. 2x6 The tendency of the Alexandrian school was 
encyclopaediacal throughout, 2818 Blackw. Mag. III. 658 
Our Encyclopaedial lion is fangless and toothless. 

Encyclopaedias (ensankbprdian), a. and sb. 
[f. prec. + -an.] 

A. adj. a. Embracing the whole circle of 
learning; comprising a wide range of subjects. 

b. Of the nature of or resembling an encyclopaedia. 
x ?37 New Monthly Mag. XLIX, 439 A work of this order 

. . is m its nature encyclopaedian. 

B. 

+ 1 . = Encyclopedist i b. Obs. rare- 1 . 


2834 Beckford Maly II. 249 Voltaireists and encyclope- 
dians have poisoned all sound doctrine. 

If 2. app. - Encyclopedia i. [? Meant for a 
Gr. accusative.] 

1622 Burton Anat. Mel. r. ii. in. xv. (1631) 132 Let them 
have that Encyclopaedian, all the learning in the world. 

Ency:clopae*diast- rare-', [f. Encyclo- 
pedia, on the analogy of Ecclesiast.] = Ency- 
clopedist 1 b. 

2828 Blackw. Mag. III. 26 Had he been less munificent in 
his patronage of French encyclopaediasts. 

Encyclopaedic, encyclopedic (ensabkln- 
prdikj, a. [f. as prec. + -ic.] Of, pertaining to, 
or resembling an encyclopaedia (see Encyclo- 
pedia i\ ; that aims at embracing all branches 
of learning ; universal in knowledge, very full of 
information, comprehensive. 

2824 Blackiv. Mag. XVI. 26 Attempts at bringing know- 
ledge into encyclopedic forms. 2838-9 Hallam Hist. Lit. 
II. xi. viii. 33s So comprehensive a notion of zoology displays 
a mind accustomed to encyclopedic systems. 2862 Meri- 
vale Rom. Emp. (1865) VI. liv. 470 Another feature of 
Lucan’s Pharsalia is its affectation of encyclopedic know- 
ledge. 1872 Minto Eng. Lit. 1. ii, 92 That encyclopaedic 
statistician [Macaulay's father]. 2876 Green Short PI ist. 
i. §4(1882' 37 The encyclopaedic character of his researches 
left him in heart a simple Englishman. 

Encyclopaedical, encyclopedical (en- 
ssiitkDp/'dikaih a. [f. as prec. t -al.] = prec. 

2652 Fuller Abel. Rediv. 104 Encuclopedicall wisdome 
. . he esteemed rather a learned sort of madnesse, then 
etc. 1837 Wkewell Hist. Induct . Sc. (1857) I* I 9 2 An 
encyclopedical view of human knowledge. 1858 Carlyle 
Fredk. Gt. (i86s)X,xxl viii. 156 The King’s encyclopedical 
conversation enchanted me completely. 

Encyclopaedism, encyclopedist! (en- 
sai-’kDpf-diz’m). [f. Encyclopedia + -ism.] 

1 . Encyclopaedic learning ; the possession of the 
whole range, of knowledge. 

1833 Carlyle, Diderot , Misc. V. 45 This exaggerated 
laudation of Encyclopedism. 2856 R. Vaughan Mystics 
<1860) I. 1. i. 6 Not that he [Gower] sets up for Ency- 
clopaedism ; on the contrary, he laments . . the scantiness 
of his knowledge. 

2 . The doctrines of the Encyclopaedists (see En- 

cyclopedist 1 b). 

1835 Fraser's Mag. XI. 102 A time of Tithe Controversy, 
Encyclopedism, Catholic Rent, Philanthropism, and the 
Revolution of Three Days ! 2840 Mill Diss. Disc, (1859) 
II, French philosophy, with us, is still synonymous with 
Encyclopedism. 

Encyclopaedist, encyclopedist (en- 
sabkbprdist). [f. as prec. •+ - 1 ST.] 

1 . A compiler of or writer in an encyclopaedia. 

1651 Evelyn Mem. (18571 1. 278 Curtius had been scholar 

to Alstedius, the Encyclopedist. 1845 Ford Handbk. Spain 
§ 1. 31 note, St. Isidore . . was the Pliny, the Bede, the En- 
cyclopedist of his age. 

b. esp. one of the writers of the French Ency - 
clopedie (see Encyclopedia 2 b) ; often with a 
disparaging allusion to the tenets they promul- 
gated. 

1796 Hutton Math, fy Philos. Diet. Pref. 5 To have re- 
course to . . the still more stupendous performance of the 
French Encyclopaedists. 2800 Month. Mag. VIII. 507 The 
encyclopedists undertook to new model . . the old-fashioned 
religious, .opinions of that country [France]. 2829 Carlyle 
Misc. <1857) II. 53 What Steam-engine .. did these Ency- 
clopedists invent for mankind ? 

2 . One who attempts to deal with every branch 
of knowledge, or whose studies have a very ex- 
tensive range. 

1872 Blackie Four Phases i. 132 Aristotle . . like a true 
encyclopaedist, was content to register the gods whom he 
had not the heart to worship. 

EncyclopzecLize, encyclopedize (ensai- 
kl^rpz'doiz), v. [f. as prec. > -ize.J trans. a. To 
arrange as an encyclopaedia (see Encyclopedia i ) ; 
to exhibit (knowledge) in a systematic form. b. 
To describe in an encyclopaedia (see Encyclo- 
pedia 2). 

1824 Byron yuan. xv. lxviii, Dictionaries Which encyclo- 
pedise both flesh and fish. 2824 Blackw. Mag. XVI. 32 The 
attempt to exhibit ail Science in one body, the attempt to 
exhibit all Science to one mind, which are the two forms of 
the attempt to encyclopedize knowledge. 

i! Encyliglotte. Obs. [Fr. encyliglotte (Rube- 
lais', app. a corruption of Gr. ay tcv Roy \coa <7 ov 
(*~y\ooT rov), the condition of being tongue-tied ; 
cf. mod. Fr. ancyloglossei] The string of the tongue. 

a 2693 Urquhart Rabelais hi. xxxiv, The Encyliglotte, 
which she had under her tongue being cut, she spoke, 
Encyse, obs. form of Incise v. 

Encyst (ensist), v. [f. En- 1 + Cyst.] trans. 
To enclose in a cyst, capsule, or bag; only in 
pa. pple. ancl refl. 

1845 Budd Dis. Liver 272 Gall-stones in the substance of 
the liver . . are often encysted. 2854 Woodward Mollusca 
(1856) 67 Shell represented by two short styles, encysted in 
the substance of the mantle. 2882 Nature XXVI, The 
cercaria. .soon came to rest, showing a tendency to encyst 
itself on surrounding objects. 

fig. 2873 Symonds Gk. Poets xii. 418 Even in Pindar, 
moral mysticism is, as it were, encysted, like an alien de- 
posit, in the more vital substance of aesthetic conceptions. 

Encystation (ensist^’jbn). Biol. [f. prec. + 
-ATION.J The process (observed in some Protozoa) 


of becoming surrounded with a cyst, bag, or 
capsule E ncystment. 

1869 Nicholson Zool. 61 Reproduction in Vorticella. .by 
a process of encystation and endogenous division. 2877 
Huxley A nat. Inv. An. xii. 660 The Heliozoa propagate by 
simple division with or without previous encystation. 

Encysted (ensi-sted), ppl. a. [f. as prec. + 
-ed l j That is contained in a cyst or sac. Encysted 
tumour i a tumour consisting of a fluid or other 
substance enclosed in a cyst. Also fig. 

2705 T. Greenhill in Phil. Trans . XXV. 2010, 1 . . found 
it to be of that sort of Wens or encisted Tumors called 
Atheroma. 1782 S. F, Simmons in Med. Commun. 1 . 102 The 
dropsy was supposed to be of the encysted kind. 1824 
Coleridge Aids Refl. (1848' I. 256 The encysted venom, or 
poison-bag, beneath the adder’s fang, 2861 0 . W. Holmes 
Elsie V. 222 Encysted griefs, if we may borrow the chirur- 
geon’s term. 

Encysting (ensrstig), vbl. sb. [f. Encyst v. 
+ -Inga.] The action of the verb Encyst. 

1875 H. Walton Dis. Eye 501 An eye may be destroyed 
while the encysting is going on. 

Encystment (ensrstment) . [f. as prec. + 

-ment. J a. ‘ The condition of an encysted tumour ’ 
(Syd. Soc. Lex . ), b. Biol. The process of becoming 
surrounded by a cyst. 

1865 Pall Mall G. No. 354. 1016/2 The encystment of the 
parasites. 2877 Huxley A nat. Inv. An. ii. 96 These Fla- 
gellata . . present various modes of agamic multiplication 
by fission, preceded or not by encystment. 

Encyte, obs. form of Incite. 

End (end g sb. Forms : 1-7 ende, (2 aend, -e, 
4 eende, hende, 4, 6 eande, 4 aend, eond, 5 
heynd, 7 dial, eend), 3- end. Also 3-5 sends, 
4 3end, 5 3ynde, 6 yende. [Common. Teut. : 
OE. $nde str. masc., corresponds to OS, endi (Du. 
einde ), OHG. enti masc. (also neut. ; MHG. ende 
masc., neut., mod.G. ende neut.), ON. ender (also 
ende wk. masc.; Sw. dnde masc., iinda fem., Da. 
ende) , Goth, andeisx— OTeut. *andjo-z :—pre-Teu- 
tonic *anfjo'-s, cogn. with Skr. anta masc., neut., 
end, boundary, with And prep., and with OHG. 
andi y endi , ON. enne neut. (:—OTeut. *anpjoipn 
*a'ntjoju) forehead. 

In some dialects of ME. the e became long. The forms 
3^ endie , %ynd e , yende may be merely phonetic developments 
of end , or they may possibly be due to the influence of the 
vb. V-end (OE .$eendlan).\ 

I. With reference to space. 

1 . The extremity or outermost part (in any 
direction) of a portion of space, or of anything 
extended in space ; utmost limit. Obs. in general 
sense; retained in phrase, the end{s of the earth, 
c 82s Vesp. Psalter Ps. xviii. [xix.] 4 In alle eorcSan uteo da 
swoej heara and in endas yrnbhwyrftes eorSan word heara. 
c sooo Ags. Ps. xviii. [xix]. 4 Ofer ealle eorSan endas [fserft] 
heora word, c 1303 St. Kenelm 150 in E.E, P. (1862I 52 
Forto pleyen him bi \>e wodes ende. 1389 in Eng. Gilds 
(1870) 7 W c oute ]>e cite townes ende. a 2400-50 Alexander 
173 All jje erth of Egipt fra end vnto othere Bees conquirkL 
1599 ? Greene George a Greene (1861} 265 But darest thou 
walk to the towns end with me? 2657 J. Smith Myst. 
Rhet. 66 Christ shall, .reign from the River to the end of 
the land. 1713 Pope Windsor For. 399 Earth's distant ends 
our glory shall behold. Mod. I would go with him to the 
world’s end. 

b. A limit of magnitude or multitude. 
c 825 Vesp. Psalter Ps. cxliv. [cxlv.J 3 Micel dryhten and 
hersendlic swi< 5 e and micelnisse his nis ende. 1600 Shaks. 
A. V. L. hi. iii. 53 Many a man knowes no end of his goods. 
1865 Mill in Evening Star 10 July, There was no end to 
the advantages. 

f c. A boundary. In pi. territorial boundaries 
[? after h. fines], Obs. 

1388 Wyclif. Isa, x. 23 Y haue take awei the endis of 
peplis. 1483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 72/2 The Ryuer of the 
endes of the phyiisteis. 2526 Tindale Acts xvii. 26 And 
the endes of their in habitacion. 1570 Billingsley Euclid 
1. def. 5. 2 A line is the ende and terme of a superficies. 

f 2 . A ‘quarter’, division, region (of the world, 
of a country or town). Obs. (but cf. East-end, 
West-end, where this sense blends with 3). 

c 893 K. /Elfred Oros. h. i, ]>as feower heafodricu sindon 
on feower endum Jjyses middangeardes. a 1225 St. Marker. 
(1862) 16 Ant al |>e ende bset tu ant heo habbe '5 in ierSet. 2297 
R. Glouc. (1724) 377 Al ]>at a3t was in Engelond he let 
somony in ech ende To Salesbury. c 1330 R. Brunne 
Ckron. (1810) 52 Alle be north ende was in his kepyng. 
c 2450 Lonelich Grail Iii. 540 Joiire fadir sendeth Into 
every ende aftyr his knyhtes. , 

S. One of the two extremities of a line, or of 
the * length’ or greatest dimension of any object ; 
that part of anything that includes the extremity 
of its length. From end to end : from one ex- 
tremity to the other ; throughout the length. 

a 2225 After. R. 430 He be well blowe 5 went be neruwe 
ende of be home to his owune mufte. c 1340 Cursor M. 
23201 (Edinb.) pe pitte of helle pin, it es sadep , bat end ne 
bes bar neuir apon. c 2394 J. Malverne Contn. Higdeti 
(Rolls ! IX. App. 3 Perrexitque ad locum qui Anglice vocatur 
‘ Mile ende.’ c 2400 Destr. Troy 8795 Euer folowand the 
fell to b® fyngur endys. a 2533 Ed. Berners Huon xxv. 
75 Oberon satte at the tables ende. 1552 Recorde Patkw. 
Know l, 1. xiv, Ini the eande of the other line. 160a Return 
fr. Parnass. n. vi. ( Arb.) 32 Your Hobby will meete you at 
the lanes end. 163* Lithgow Totall Discourse 22 , 1 haue 
trod foure seuerall times from end to end of it [Jtaly]. 2664 
Evelyn Kal. Plort. (2729) The Air Ground-pipe, laid the 
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length of the Green-house, .and reaching from- end to 
end. 1688 R. Holme Armoury xx. .79/1 .The Billberry, or 
Windberry, is round at the end. 1731-1800 Bailey, Conn- 
Hook , an iron hook made Fast to' the end of a rope. 1738 
’Johnson Idler No. 33 r 25 Mutton-chops off the worst end. 
*760 'Wesley Jrnl. 30 June (1827 I'll I. 9/I was quickly' wet 
to my toe's end. 1863' Kingsley Water Bab. 39 The end 
of his own nose. 1867 W. W. Smyth Coal <$• Coal-mining 
<166 On the floor of the cage or at the ends of a rod passing 
through its upper bar. 

to. The point of a spear. Obs. 

, c 1400 Destr. Troy 9432 He bare hym burgh tbe brest with 
a bright end. 

c. (see Land’s end.) 

d. ? transf In the game of Bowls : The portion 
of a game which is played from one ‘end’ of the 
green to the other (see quot. 1876 ). Formerly 
also a definite portion of a game in Billiards and 
some other sports. 

1688 R. Holme Armoury in. 263/1 Five Ends make a 
Game by Day light, and three by Candle light. 1747 
Scheme Equip. Men of War 37 Playing an End or two at 
that innocent. .Game, called Push Pin. *876 H. F. Wilkin- 
son Bowls in Encycl. Brit . IV. 181 The bowling generally 
takes place alternately from the two * ends’ of the green. 
A ‘ void end ’ is when neither side can score a cast. 

4. The surface which bounds an object at either 
of its two extremities ; the ‘ head ’ of a cask. 

152 6 Pilgr. Per f (W. de W. 1531) 274 b, The hopes 
kepeth fast the hordes of the vessel! . . & holdeth in y° 
endes that they start not. 18x6 J. Smith Panorama Sc. <$■ 
Art I. 224 Draw lines across each end of the stone. Mod. 
The ends of the cask were stove in. The ends of the box 
are of hard wood. 

5. A piece broken, cut off, or left ; a fragment, 
remnant. Cf. Candle-end. Of cloth : A half- 
length, or half-piece. Also in Odds and ends (see 
Odds). 

1481-90 Howard Househ. Bks. (1841) 141 My lord sent to 
Stoke be the carter ij.c. xxiiij. lb, yren, conteyning xj. 
eudes. 1583 Stubbes A nat. Abus. 11. 39 Scraps or shreds 
or short ends of lace. 1605 Bacon Adv. Learn. li. 66 A 
brokers shop that hath ends of everything. 1647 Ward 
Simp. Cobler 13 Give him leave to sell all his rags, and odde- 
; ends, 1704 in Land. Gaz, No. 3986/4 Lost. . 5 yards and a 
half of superfine. .Black, 12 yards and a half of refine 
Black, .being both Last Ends. 17x2 E. Hatton Merck. 
Mag. 22 An End or Half Cloth, or a Long or Whole Cloth. 
1713 Swift Frenzy of J. Dennis Wks. 1755 III. 1, 140 On 
his table were some ends of verse and of candles. 1887 
Rider Haggard //am xxxii. The bit of candle, .was! . 
burnt out, so. .he produced a box full of ‘ends.’ 

b .Jig. Obs. exc. in Odds and ends (q. vA 
.■ 1599 Shaks. Much Ado 1. i. 290 Ere you flout old ends 
any further, examine your conscience. 1605 B.^ Jonson 
Volpone Prol. Nor hales he in a gull, old ends reciting, To 
stop gaps in his loose writing. 1607 R. Wilkinson Merck. 
Royally Euerie Ladie, .ifherhusband haue bribed out but 
an end of an office, yet she reuels and playes Rex. 1634 
Bp. Hall Occas. Medit. Wks. (1808) 104 To improve these 
Short; ends of time, which are stolen from his more import- 
ant avocations. 1654 Whitlock Zootomia 251 They call . . 
language of a finer Dresse, Ends of Playes. 

e. A part, proportion ; only with adjs. of quan- 
tity, as in T micel ende (OE.) a great part ; + most 
end, also most an end [? corruption of *mosten 
ende , OE. mkstan ende], used adverbially = ‘for 
the most part 3 , ‘almost entirely 3 , ‘especially 3 ; 
t none end , no portion ; a good (great) end ( dial ’.), 
a large proportion (of). 

O. E. Chron. an. 1052, Harold, .ofsloh mycelne ende 

t es folces. c 1340 Cursor M. (T rin. ) 14478 [The J ews]:SOU$ten 
im to slone And moost ende for hat resoun pat he vp reised 
lazaroun. ?£ 1400-40 How a Mcrchatuie, etc. 106 in E. P. P. 
(Hazl.) I. 201 To speke wyth none ende of my kynne. 1623 
Lisle PElfric on 0 . 4 N, T. Jeremias. .was oft in bands and 
cast into prison., and bore most an end the peoples sinnes, 
1676 Hale Contempt 1. 58 The credit oft he Relator, which 
most an end depends upon another’s credit. 1739 Grobiatms 
J22 Tipplers most an end are roaring Boys. 1869 R. B. 
Peacock Lonsdale Gloss, s. v., It cost me a girt end of a 
pound. Ibid.j Most on End . . used adverbially; continu- 
ally, unremittingly. Mod. Derbysh., It cost me a good end 
of ten pounds. I have been waiting a good end of an hour. 

. 6 . In various technical uses. a. Coal-mining. 
The furthest part of a gallery or working. End 
of coal (see quot. 1881 ), 

1863 Morning Star 7 ]z.n. The men are of course usually 
at work in the ‘ends’. 1878 Huxley Physiogr. 238 This 
direction is sometimes called the end of the coal. x88x 
Raymond Mining Gloss . , End of coal , the direction or 
sectaon at right-angles to the face ; sometimes called the 
butt. 

b. NauL Cable's end, or simply end : the last 
length of a cable. Hope's end : a short length of 
rope hound at the ends with thread, used as an in- 
strument of punishment. Bitter end (see Bitter). 

^ 1663 Pepys Diary 23 June, I beat him, and then went up 
in to fetch my rope’s end. 1801 Sir H. Parker Let. 6 Apr, 
in Duncan Nelson (x8o6> 140 They [ships] were riding with 
two cables end. 1867 Smyth Sailor's Word-bk ., Rope’s end, 
the termination of a fall, and should be pointed or whipped. 
Formerly much used for illegal punishment. 1882 Nares 
Seamanship (ed. 6) 145 Have; plenty of end in the hows 
ready to make fast 

c. A shoemaker* send', a length of thread armed 
or pointed with a bristle ; - Wax-end. To park up 
one's ends and awls' (Scl) 5 ie.. all one's effects. 

_ *598 Florio, Lesihd, a shooe-makers ende or awle. 1656 
More Antid, A-fh. 11, xi:fi7i2>74 Two strings like : two 
shoe-makers ends come from the hinder parts of the male'. 


27x3 Swift Elegy - on Partridge WkS, 1755 III. 11. 82 
Ariadne kindly lends Her braided hair to make thee ends. 
4x1745 Mestqn -Poems (1767) 9& Laden with ; tackle of 
his stall, Last, ends, and hammer, strap, and awl. 1798 
Wo,lcott(P. Pindar) Tales Hoy Wks. 1812 IV. 389 Crispin 
too forgets his End and Awl. 1823 Galt R. Gilhaize I, 
27 x They arrived at Edinburgh, and constrained the 
Queen Regent, .to pack up her ends and awls. 

d. Spinning and Weaving, (a.) Card-end : a 
sliver or carding, (b.) A worsted yarn in a 
Brussels carpet. 

1875 Ure Diet. Arts I. 978 For spinning coarse numbers 
, .six card-ends are usually converted into one riband. 

II. With reference to time or serial order. 

7. The limit of duration, or close, of a period of 
time ; the termination, conclusion, of an action, 
process,- continuous state, or course of events ; the 
terminal point of a series ; the conclusion of a 
discourse, book, chapter, etc, 

c 1000 Ags. Gosp. Matt.x. 22 SoSlice se JmrhwunaS o 5 ende, 
se byS hal. c xzoo Ormin 4356 Forr seffne d'aghess b;inng- 
enn a33 b e wuke till hiss ende. c 1230 Bali Meid. 17 
Blisse |?at cumeft. .withuten ani ende. a 1300 Cursor M. 
4236 Es noght his murning mai amend I wen bifor his Hues 
ende. Ibid. ,^2659.5 If j?cm bis bok will se till end. 1340 
Ayenb. 262 his hoc is ycome to be ende. a 1400 50 A lex- 
ander 880 Philip. . lofes hire [Olympias] lei y to his lyfes 
ende. 1535 Cover dale x Cor. xv. 24 Then the ende, whan 
he shal delyuer vp the kyngdome vnto God the father. 1568 
Grafton Chron. IL 22 Robert had heard this message unto 
the ende. 1709 Addison Tatler, No.' 24 f 3 This Felicity 
attending him to. his Life’s End. 1803 R. Anderson 
Cumbld . Ball., Calep Crosby, Frae week en to week en. 
1862 Stanley jezv: Ch . 11877) 1 . x. 198 The passage of the 
Jordan, was not . the end, but the beginning of a long con- 
flict. 1876 Trevelyan Macaulay I. i. 13 He worked un- 
ceasingly, .from year's end to year's end, 

b. The latter or concluding part (of a period, 
action, etc,). 

1398 Trevisa Barth. DeP. R. n. xx. (1495) 47 In the ende 
of the worlde the deuyll shall be. .moche the more feruent 
to woodnesse. a 1200 Moral Ode in R. E: P. 26 Ac 3 if be 
ende Js euel, al it is uuel. 1596 Shaks. Merck. V. 1. iii. 82 
The Ewes Iu end of Autumne turned to the Rammes. 
a 1744 Broome Epic Poetry ( J.), The designs of an action 
are the beginning ; . . the difficulties that are met with . . are 
the middle ; and the unravelling and resolution of these 
difficulties are the end. 1847 Mrs. A. Kerr Hist. Servia 
170 Kara George, .towards the end of the summer of 1806, 
approached the eastern frontier* 

8 . Termination of existence ; destruction, abo- 
lition. (The early examples of end of the world 
should perhaps be referred to 7 , as world may 
have been taken in its older temporal sense ; 
cf. however F r. fin du monde.) 

832 Charter in Sweet O. E. T. 447 Set he Sas god forSleste 
bS wiaralde ende. c 1340 Cursor M. 22390 .Edinbj His 
dome bate him sale driue til ende. x66z Stillingfl. Orig. 
Sacr. hi. i. §8 The world may have an end before he proves 
his Atoms could give it a beginning, a 1704 Locke (].), 
There would be an end of all civil government, if the assign- 
ment of civil power were by such institution. 

b. The death (of a person) ; a mode or manner 
of death. 

c 1305 Edmund Confi 590 in Souih-Eng. Leg. TS87'' 448 
pe more is bodi ipined was : b e nerhe was ben ende. c 13 
Cursor M. 3905 tTrin.) Rachel bare, .beniamyp pat was pe 
cause of hir ende. c 1325 E. E. A Hit. P. C. 426 Bed m e 
bilyue my bale stour, & bryng me on ende. c 1400 Destr. 
Troy 1438 Ffele folke forfaren with a ffeble ende. a 1440 Sir 
Ecslam. 756 The dragon hath tan hys 3ynde, 1568 Grafton 
Chron. II, 650 This ende had the valiant Lorde, Richard 
Plantagenet Duke of Yorke. 1596 Shaks. Merck. V. m. ii. 
44 Then if he loose He makes a Swan-like end, Fading in 
musique. 1667 Pepys Diary < 1879) 'IV. 338 Great talk of the 
good end that my Lord Treasurer made.- 1732 Pope Epit. 
Gay, Unblam’d through life ; lamented in thy end. 1807 
Crabbe Par. Reg. in. 38 Call then a priest and fit him for 
his end. 1879 Froude Ccesar vi. ^2 To be murdered was 
the usual end of exceptionally distinguished Romans, 
f C. In phrase to be the end of ^ cf. to be the death 

of\ 

1594 Shaks. Rich. Ill, n. i. 15 Lest. .the. .King of Kings 
award Either of you to be the others end. 1597 — 2 Hen. 
IV, iv, iv. 130 This Apoplexie will tcertaine) be his end. 

9. Ultimate state or condition. Chiefly in Bible 
phrases, in which, however, end is often mis- 
interpreted in sense 8 b. 

c 825 Vesp. Psalter xxxv iii. [xxxix.] 5 Cu <5 me doa dryhten 
ende -minne. x6xi Bible Ps. xxxvii. 37 Marke the perfect 
man, and behold the vpright : for the end of that man is 
peace. 

10. Latter (flast) end : variously used in senses 
7 b, 8 b, 9 . Also Sc. hinder end. 

1382 Wyclif Ecclus. i. 13 Wei shal be in the laste endys. 
1568 Grafton Chron. H. 158 The latter ende of this moneth 
of July.. the Legate, .tooke his leave of the king. x6ox 
Shaks. All’s Well 11. v. 30 A good Trauailer is something 
at the latter end of a dinner. 1664 Evelyn Kal. Hort. 
(1729) 193 The middle or latter end of this month. 1670 
Cotton Espernon 1. 11. 57 Towards the Dukes latter end, I 
read this History to him. 

1 11* A termination of doubt or debate ; a reso- 
lution, device, expedient ; an agreement, settle- 
ment. Obs. 

1297 R. Glouc, (1724) 169 To London vorte wende, To 
nyme b^r ys conseyl, wuch were best 3ende. c 1386 
Chaucer Man of Lands T. 168 Wet sche saugh ther nas 
non other, eride. c 1460 Fortescue Abs. % Lim. Mon. 
(1714) 66 Unto the time his said Kyng had made such End, 
with him, his Adherents, and Fautours, as he desired. 1489 
Plumpton Corr. 82 The dayes men cannot agre us, so 


: ETO. 

hfr. Mydleton to make the end, 1342-3 Act 34 & j~j en ^ 
VIII, c. 27 § xoo Parties, to whome any such offence shall 
hap to. he committed, shall in nowise take any ende or 
agreement with ’the’ offenders. 

+ 12. The completion of an action ; the accom- 
plishment of a purpose: chiefly in phrases, To 
ham, make , lake, bring to, be at (an) end. Also 
the acme, utmost reach. Obs. ’ 

a 1300 Cursor M. 10127 Prophecies com al to end. Ibid 
25862 pat bou mai noght do to end. Ibid. 27783 For drede 
bat he may noght mak end. c 1340 Ibid. 8580 Al bat his 
fader be-gynne mu3t salamon til hende hit bro3t. x 37 e 
Barbour Bruce iv, 660 Feill anoyis thoill 3he sail, Or that 
5our purposs ende haf tane.- • c 1440 Boetus, Laud MS. 
559. 10 Withouten hym may hit nought To an eande our 
purpose be brought, c 1390 Marlowe Massac . Paris 1. ii, 
142 To bring the will of our desires to end. 1632 Massinger! 
Maid of i ion.- 1. i. To eat and sleep supinely is the end Of 
human blessings. 1679 Burnet Hist. Ref. Ep. Bed. 3 To 
have been at the end of their designs. 

13. Event, issue, result. 

c 1385 Chaucer L. G. W. 1774 Lucrece, What ende that I 
make, it shal be so ! c 1400 Apol. Loll. 23 Onli in name & 
as to jend & effect is now3t. 1483 Cath. A ngl. 114 An Ende, 
exitus. 1559 Myrr. Mug.,Dk, Suffolk xix, But note the ende! 
15818 A vile Tacitus' Hist. iii. xix.(i59i) 125 The ende went 
on his side. 1633 Hey wood Eng. Trav. iv. Wks. 1874 IV. 
73 The end still crownes thedeede. 1641 J. Jackson True 
Evang. T. ii. x6o It is the end that crownes the worke, 
X878 B. Taylor Deukalion 1, vi. 50 The end shall crown us : 
The Qods are just. 

+ b. To have its end(s) upon : to have influence 
upon. Obs. 

1638 Chillingw. Relig. Prot. x. ii. § 49. 71 The Authority 
of one holy man, which has apparently no ends upon me. 
1736 Butler Anal. viii. 396 Religion. considered as a pro- 
bation has had its end upon all persons, to whom, etc. 

14. An intended result of an action ; an aim, 
purpose. (Cf. b. finis.) To accomplish, answer, 
fulfil, gain, + make, serve one's end(s : see those 
verbs, 

c 1305 Edmund Confi I in E. E. P 11S62) 72 Hit schal 3ut 
likie wel bi ban wite ban ende. 1581 Sidney Apol. 
Poeirie <Arb.) 30 The Sadlers next end Is to make a good 
saddle, a 1628 Preston New Covt. ',1634) 232 A right end 
ne\ er hath a crooked rule leading, to it. 1654 Whitlock 
Zootomia 184 They study, .hpt to. make their ends on any 
mans weaknesse. 17x9 De Foe Crusoe (1840) !. x. 174 
This answered my end. 1735 Berkeley E'ree-think. in 
Math. § 6 Wks. 1871 111 . 304, I have no end to serve but 
truth. 1739 Robertson Hist. Scot. I.’ iii. 260 She had fully 
gained her end. 1832 Ht. Martineau^ Life in Wilds v ii. 88 
I am rather afraid of our people mistaking the means for 
the end. 1837 D. Jerrold St. Giles x. 102 [He] was de- 
lighted. .that the ends of justice would be satisfied. 1873 
Jowett Plato ied. 2' V. 323 They may fairly use a little 
violence in order to accomplish their end. 

b. In phrases, For or to this (that, what, which ) 
end, to no end. Also in conjunctional phrase, To 
the end (that)', formerly also, + To the end to 
(with inf). 

_ Now soriiewhat archaic or rhetorical ; the ordinary phrase 
is in order ( that or to;. 

138 , Wycuf. Set. Wks. III. 354 Han power of him to bise 
ende. c 1400 Maundev. v. 51 Jee schulle knowe and preve, 
to the ende that s,ee schulle not ben diseeyved. 1474 
Caxton Chesse iv. ii. ( x86o) K iiij b, The faders had dyuerse 
wyues . . to thende whan one was [with] childe, they myght 
take another. 1358 Warde tr. Alexis Seer. (1568 64 a, To 
thende they may ai equally receive of the honnye. 1603 
Bacon Adv. Learn. 1. ii. § 9 (1873) 17 To the end to 
peruse the Greek authors. 1634 Sir T. Herbert Trav. 28 
To which end, King Abbas, sends his Ambassadour to Con- 
stantinople, 1684 Bunyan Pilgr. n. 70 , 1 am come forth to 
withstand them, and to that end will back the Lions. 1692 
Bp. Ely Anew. Touchstone 187 It is to no end to look what 
St. Austin saith. 17x2 Addison Sped. No. 305 r 12 To theEnd 
that they may be perfect also in this Practice. 1728 Sheri- 
dan Persius iii. 11739) 47 Study . . for what end ye were 
created. 1769, Robertson Chas. V, V. 11. 244 For this end 
he summoned Luther to appear at Rome. 1848 Macaulay 
Hist. Eng. I. 170 For these ends, and for these ends alone, 
he wished to obtain arbitrary power. 

e. Sc. End 's errand : the special design. 
x82x Galt Sir A. Wylie II. 158 Did they say nothing of 
the end’s errand they had come upon ? 

15. A final cause ; the object for which a thing 
exists ; the purpose for which it is designed or 
instituted. 

1534 Whittinton Tullyes Offices 1. (1540) 4 Suche offyees 
.. pertayne to the ende of felycitie. 1587 Golding De 
Mornay xvi. 261 And as man is the end of the World, so 
is God the end of Man. 1648 Shorter Catech., Man’s chief 
end is to glorify God and to enjoy him for ever. 1722 Wol- 
laston Relig. Nat. vii. 147 The end of Society is the com- 
mon welfare and good of the people associated. 1776 Gib- 
bon Deck <5* F. I, xxiv. 702 I have considered the happiness 
of the people as the end of government. 1869 Ruskin Q. of 
Air § 60 The flower is the end or proper object of the seed, 
a 1876 J. H. Newman Hist. Sk.'l. iv. ii 375 The highest end 
of Church union .. is quiet and unanimity. 

: 'III. Idiomatic phrases. , ■ 

16. With various prepositions forming advh. 
phrases. 

a. At the end (ME. at pen, alien ende), fat 
end\ at last. + b. For k an', end : in conclusi n, 
finally, ‘ to cut the matter short ', c. In the end, 
+ in end v ultimately, in the long run. + d. To 
an end* consecutively; through the whole period 
specified. ; ‘ ' . ' 

a. c 1300 Beket 81. Attan ende hi cas ; Tho heo com zsfi 
thulke lious ther this Gilbert' was. a 1300 Cursor M. 
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14S79 (Gott.) pai at end him did on rod. 1340 Ayenb. r 2 S 
Atenende )?e zene^ere . . is ase >e ilke }>et slep,> amide J?e ze. 
c 1330 Sir Tristr \ 407 Of pyng pat is him dere leh man 
prei-e at ende. Ibid. 3287 pai hadde woundes ille At pe 
nende. 1632 Lithgow Totall Disc. 127 In end. the slaves 
. . runne the Galley a shoare. 1873 Browning Hervi Riel, 
My friend, I must speak otit at the end, Though I find the 
speaking hard. 

k. 1570-6 Lambarde Peramb. Kent (1826)221 For an end 
therefore I tel you, etc. 1576 Flemming Panoplie Ep. 10 
For elide, he counselleth Curio to take charge of the com- 
mon wealth. 1607 Shaks. Cor. n. i. 260 For an end, we 
must etc. 

C. c 825 Vesp. Psalter ix. 10 Nales in ende oferjeotulnis 
bi$ ftearfena. 1568 Grafton Chron. I I. 165 But in the end 
the losse fell to the Englishmen. 1828-40 Tytler Hist. 
Sc&i. <1864) I. 25 His [Edward Fs] power and influence 
would in the end induce the different parties to appeal to 
him. 1885 Manch. Exam. 13 July 5/5 The match in the 
end was very narrowly won by Harrow. 

d. 1583 Stubbes Anat. Abuses (1877) 50 Never content 
with one colour or fashion two dayes to an ende. 1657 
Serjeant Schism Dispach’t 478 Would any government. . 
remain on foot three years to an end, if, etc. 1717 J. Fox 
Wanderer 160 Octavius . , told him he should not live 
another Hour to an End. 

17. On end (see also An-end) : f a. at last ; b. 
consecutively; without.intermission ; f e. on (one’s) 
way, forward, along ; (whence To come on end , to 
come forward; (ME.) To set spell or tale on end , 
to begin a discourse) ; d. in an upright position, 
resting on (its) end. 

a. c 1175 Lamb. Horn. 25 A 1 swa he dofr swa pe swica 
be bi-swikad hine seolfe on-ende. c 1320 Cast. Love 1064 
pat fore ward 011 ende wel was i-holde. c 1325 E. E. A Hit. 
P. A. 186, I drede on ende quat schulde byfalle. 

b- 1634 Rutherford Lett. No. 32(18621 1 . ixi And was 
brought, thrice on end, in remembrance of you in my 
prayer to God. 1836 in Byrons Whs. (1846 532/1 The 
ministerial prints raved for two months on end. 1882 
Besant A ll Sorts vii, Working sixteen hours on end at two- 
pence an hour. 

C. c 1340 Cursor M. (Trin.l 1295 Seeth set tale on ende 
[Cott. spell o-nend] And tolde whi he was sende. 162s 
Sanderson Serm. I. 188 These would be soundly spurred 
Up, and whipped on end. 1630 Ibid. II. 266 Others will not 
come on end chearfully. 

d. a 1300 Cursor M. 25049 pe cros . .quen it es sett on end 
Vp euen, It takens pes tuixerth and heuen. 1598GRENEWEY 
Tacitus' Descr. Germany vi. 1x622 i 269 The Sueuians . .haue 
their hair standing on end. 1784 Cowper Task iv. 86 
Katerfelto, with his hair on end At his own wonders. 1836 
Random Recoil Ho. Lords xvi. 383 His dark hair, .stands 
on end on the fore part of his head. 1839 W. Irving Wol- 
pert’s R. (1855) 143 A great hotel in Paris is a street set 
on end. 

IS. Without end (ME. bitten ende) ; endlessly, 
for ever ; also in adjectival sense, endless. World 
without end\ used as transl. late L. in secula secu- 
lorum, 1 for ever and ever’ ; also attrib. 

a xooo Boeth.Metr. xxi. 44 past niicle leoht . .is. .Ecf* butau 
ende. c 1200 Ormin 409 Rihhtwise menn. .shulenn 1 a >benn 

A butenn ende blisse inoh. c 1320 Sir Tristr. 2417 He 3af 
to blauncheflour Wales wip outen end Bidene. 138 . 
WycLif Whs. (1880) 24 Helle wip-outen hende. 1450-1530 
Myrr. our Ladye 32 6 The vyrgyn mary. .rayneth with 
cryste without enden. 1549 Bk. Com. Prayer. Gloria 
Patricks it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be : 
world without end. 1577 St. A teg. Manual 23 Pleasaunt 
tunes, .are song to thy glory. . without all end. 1588 Shaks. 
JL.L. L . v. ii. 799 A time me thinkes too short, To make a 
world-without-end bargain e in. 1667 Milton P. L. i. 67 
Torture without end Still urges. 

IQ. fa. End for end : {Naut., of a cable) paid' 
out to the full length (obs.). b. To shift , turn 
end for end : to put each end of (a thing) where the 
other was; chiefly Naut., to reverse (a rope), to 
upset (a boat). To go end for end : (of a boat) 
to be upset. Also in same sense, End over end. 
c. End to end : with the ends in contact, length- 
wise. 

a. 1627 Capt. Smith Seaman's Grain, vii. 30 End for end 
is when the Cable runneth cleere out of the Hawse, or any 
Rope out of his shiner. 1769 Falconer Diet. Marine > 17891 
Filer le cable bout par bout, to veer away the cable to the 
end, to veer out the cable end-for-end. 

: b. 4*1734 North Exam. 11. v, § 2 (1740"' 316 We must 
turn our Style End for End, 1758 in Phil. Trans. LVIII. 
284 The axis of the telescope was turned end for end ; that 
is, the telescope . . was turned upside down. 1804 A. Dun- 
can Mariner's Chron. I. 224 A heavy sea striking the 
afterpart^it [the boat) went end for end over. 1805 W. 
Hunter in Naval Chron. XIII. 23 It would turn the 
Cutter end-over-end. 1867 Smyth Sailor's Word-bk., To 
shift a rope end for end, as in a tackle, the fall is made the 
standing part, and the stand. ng part becomes the fall. 
1870 Lowell Study Wind. 201 He turns commonplaces 
fend for end. 1875 Bedford Sailor's Pocket-bk. § 6 (ed. 2) 
2x9 The boat will be thrown, .end over end. 

C. i860 Tyndall Glac. 11. § 1. 228, 3900b waves of red 
light placed end to end would make up am inch. 

20 . a. End on : placed so as to present the end 
directly towards the eye, or towards any object ; 
opposed to broadside on. , Also attrib. Chiefly 
Naut. . 

• 1832 Marrvat N. Forster xlvii, She .. being then nearly 
fend on. ■ 1834 Mrs. Somerville Connex. Fhys. Sc. xxxiv. 
(1849) .373.. A single '.pole end-on is sufficient. • 1836, EL 
Howard R. Reefer xli, From the end-011 view we had of 
her, we could not count her ports. x866 Rallantyne 
Shifting Winds iv. (1^81)' 31 The lifeboat met the next 
breaker end-on. ' 1880 Mac Cormac Antisept. Snrg; 229 
The accident was caused by a scaffold plank of. wood, .fall- 
ing end-on upon the man’s head. , , 


b. Endup; with the end uppermost. 

21. No end : {colloq.) a vast quantity or number 
(of). Also (mod. slang) as adv., == (immensely *, 

4 to any extent’ ; and (with of) qualifying a pre- 
dicate. Cf.T b. 

1623 Bingham Xenophon 143 You . . made no end of pro- 
mises. 1856 Reade Never too late x, Box at the opera 
costs no end. 1859 Farrar Eric 55 You are no end cleverer 
and stronger. 1865 Trollope Belton Est. xxvii. 321 What 
comfort have I in a big house, and no end of gardens? 
1872 E. Peacock Mabel Heron I. i, 9 You will have no end 
of trouble. x8.. Besant All in Garden Fair viii, Keats 
was no end of a fellow. Mod. I consider him no end of a 
humbug. 

22. With verbs. (See also 12 - 14 .) a * To be at 
an end; (of resources, etc.) to be exhausted ; (of 
periods of time) to be completed; (of an action 
or state) to terminate. In corresponding senses, 
To bring, come to an end. b. To be at the emi of 
(one’s resources, etc.) : to have no more to spend ; 
To be at one's wits' end: to be utterly at a loss, to 
be quite perplexed, e. To put an end to, \ to set 
end of: to terminate, put a stop to, abolish. &. 
To have, take an end : to be terminated, concluded, 
e. To make an end : to conclude, finish ( absol . ) ; 
also const, of with. 

a. c 1340 Cursor M. 22263/Edinb.) His rigning es brote til 
ende. 14. . in Tundale's Vis. (1843) *55 Then schulde ou re 
trcbul be at a nende. c 1590 M arlowe Dido v. i. 1409 Our 
travels are at end. 1588 Shaks. L. L. L. v. ii. 430 Speake 
for your selues, my wit is at an end. 1664 Evelyn Kal. 
II ort. 17291 186 A Gardener’s work is never at an end. 17x1 
Steele Spect. No. 284 ?2 Their affairs will be at an end. 
1850 Mrs. Stowe Uncle Tom's C. xxxvii. 325 Will these 
years and years of misery come to an end? -shall we be 
free? 1875 Jowett Plato (ed 2) I. 49 This part of the fes- 
tival vyas nearly at an end. 1877 M or ley Carlyle, Grit. 
Misc. Ser. 1. (1878) 198 Imposture must come to an end. 

b- 155 S Eden Decades W. Did. hi. i. (Arb.t 140 They 
were at thejnr wyttes endes whither to turne them. 1655 
W. F. Meteors hi. 68 It would make men . . to be at their 
Wits End if they were not accustomed to such Tumultuous 
Tempests. X712 Arbuthnot John Bull <1755) 33 He is at 
an end of all his cash. 1875 Jowett Plato v ed. 2; 1 . 280, I 
am. .at my wits' end. 

C* a 1300 Cursor M. 25870 par has ]>i schrift sett end o 
pyne, 1647 Clarendon Hist. Reb. 1. § 22 Put a quick 
end to this treaty. 1681-6 J. Scott Chr. Life (1747) III. 471 
The Day of Judgment., shall., put an End to all their Mis- 
chiefs for ever. 1792 Anecd. W. Pitt. Ill, xlii. 150 If an 
end is not put to this war there is an end to this country'. 

d. c 1590 Marlowe Edztt. //, n. iv. 1137 My sorrows 
will have end. 1605 Verstegan Dec. Intett. L (1628) 5 
This so great a worke now ceased and tooke an end. 

e. c 893 K. .TElfred Oros. n. ii. § 1 Biddende jzset hie ., 
)?aes gewmnes sumne ende gedyden. 1570-6 Lambarde 
Peramb. Kent (1826) 241 To make an end, heere was some- 
time a religious College. 16x1 Bible Jam x. 17 And they 
ma.de an ende, with all the men that had taken strange 
wiues. Mod. The government has resolved to make an 
end of the insurgents. 

23. Elliptically. And there (so) an end ; —‘this 
is, shall be, au end.’ Obs. or arch. 

{1382 Wyclif 1 Cor. xv. 24 Aftirward an ende, whanne, 
etc.] 1591 Shaks. Two Gent. 1. iii. 65 What I will, I will, 
and there an end. 1608 S. Collins Serm. 51 Which I will 
speak a word or twain unto, and so an end. x6x,«> Jn. Day 
Festivals 340 As for his Carkasse, a Coffin shall cover it, 
and there an ende of our great Purchaser. 

24. Proverbial phrases : To begin at the wrong 
end. + Not to care which end goes forward ; to 
be negligent, i* To get by the end : to get com- 
mand of, so as to have ready for use. To get the 
better end of; to get the advantage of. 7 o have 
the better, or worse, end of the staff, ‘ to get the 
best, or worst, of it’. To have at one s fingers' 
or tongue's end : to know by heart, be able to 
quote with readiness, f At the hinder end of the 
bargain : when accounts are settled, fig. To be at 
an idle end, to be unoccupied ; (to live) at a loose 
end ' with no fixed occupation. + To live at stave's 
end, ? to be unsociable, keep every one at a dis- 
tance. To make both, two ends, the two ends of 
the year, meet : to live within one’s income [cf. Fr. 
joindre les deux bouts, les deux bouts de Pan'). To 
come to the end of one's tether ; to do all that one 
has ability, or liberty to do. 

1387 Trevisa ,H ig'den (Rolls) II. 29 Men of hat side schal 
haue the worse ende. 1562 J. Hey wood Prov. <$* Epigr. 
(1867) 34, I Hue here at staues end. 1573 G. Harvey Lct- 
ter-bk. (1884) 3 Thai that have the wors end of the staf 
shal be sure to be wrung, to the wors. 1588 Shaks. L. L. 
L. v. i. 81 Thou hast it .. at the fingers ends, as they say. 
1608 Withals Diet. 86 Negligently, as caring not what 
ende goes forward. 1638 Sanderson Serm. II. 97 We have 
rather cheated the devil, than he us ; and have gotten the 
better end of him. 1662 Fuller Worthies , Cumberl. (D.), 
Worldly wealth he cared not for, desiring onely to make 
both, ends meet. ci68o Beveridge Serm. 1x7391 1 . 55 
Getting a scripture-word by the end. 1690 B. E. Diet. 
Cant. Crew s.v. Ends. .Tis good to make both ends meet. 
1722 De Foe Col. Jack (1840) 124 The devil will have you 
at the hinder end of the bargain. 1736 Bailey, To have 
the better end of the Staff. 1742 Richardson Pamela III, 
178 Your Lordship has got a Word by the End, that you 
seem mighty fond of. 1748- Smollett Rod. Rand, x. He 
made shift to make the tw.o ends qf the year meet. 1865 
Pall Mall G. 22 Apr. 1/1 And living completely at a loose 
end. 1876 Miss Broughton Joan h. iv, By five-and-thircy 


the best of us has pretty well come to the end of her tether. 
Ibid., Anthony struggling to make two ends meet I 1878 
Huxley Physiogr. Pref. 6 Most of the elementary works I 
have seen begin at the wrong end. 1882 T. Mozley Remin. 
Oriel College ted. 2) 183 He might sometimes seem to be 
at an idle end. 1884 Illust. Land. News ix Oct. 338/3 She 
..had Shakespeare and Milton at her tongue’s^ end, 1884 
Graphic 23 Aug. 198/2 Her mother has to contrive to make 
both ends meet. 

XV. 25. Comb., chiefly attrib. with sense 
1 placed at the end ’ or ‘ last used ’ ; end ■ brush, 
-bud, -handkerchief -loop, fian, - parlour , -shoot, 
-wall, -wheel ; also end-board (see quot.) ; end- 
bulb (see quot.); end-game ' at chess), (see 
quot) ; end-fast a., fixed on end, standing upright ; 
end-gatherer, a collector of refuse wool; end- 
grain {attrib.) (of wood V placed with the end of 
the grain turned outwards ; f end-hand, the hand 
nearest to the end of anything ; end-hooping, the 
hoop that binds the end of a vessel ; end-iron, 
a movable plate in a kitchen range which serves 
to enlarge or contract the grate ; f end-land, ? a 
frontier region ; end-making, conclusion, settle- 
ment ; end-organ (see quot.) ; end-piece (see 
quot.) ; end-plats, the extreme fibres of a muscle or 
nerve ; end-rib (see quot.) ; end-shake, a freedom 
of motion in a spindle at its end ; f end-sith [OE. 
sib fate], death-fate ; end-speech, a speech tacked 
on at the end, an epilogue ; end-stone, one of the 
plates of a watch-jewel supporting a pivot ; end- 
stopping, (of blank verse) a division of the lines, 
such that they end with a pause or stop ; so end- 
stopped ppl. a. ; end-wool, refuse wool. 

cx86o H. Stuart Seaman's Catech. 70 What are the *‘end 
boards ' ? They are boards which cover and form the ends 
of the meetings. 1710 London & Wise Comfl. Gardener 
(1749) 152 The same course of pinching off. End- Buds is 
very profitable in Summer also. 1879 Calderwood Mind 
# Jr.,iii, 42 This terminal expansion [of a nerve] is known 
as an *end-bulb, or touch organ. 1535 Stewart Cron. Scot. 
(1858) I. 282 Neir by the boundis of Brigantia thair stude 
Ane *end fast stane. 1884 Horwitz in A cademy 12 Apr. 256/1 
The real *end game consists of a position where the method 
can be analytically^ demonstrated by which the slightly 
superior force can win. 1764 Burn Poor Laws 53 All *end- 
gatherers offending against an act of the 13 Geo. c. 23 . . 
shall be deemed incorrigible rogues. 1882 Wore. Exliib. 
Cat. iii. 41 The flooring is laid in *end-grain sections of 
pine. 1884 Health Exhib. Catal. 88/2 End-grain wood 
pavements, etc. 1677 Moxon Mech. Exerc. (1703) 17 You 
must dip your Handle-hand, and mount your *end-hand a 
little. 1753 Scots Mag. Feb. 100/2 The *end-handkerchiefs 
would sell as well as the other ten. 17x2 J. James Garden- 
ing 90 Fixing the two *End Loops upon the Stakes A and 
C. <2x796 Burns 'Jam.', She sprung an *end-hooping. 
c i2oo Ormin 17916 Nohnt ferr Ipso r inn an *endeland part 
wass Ennon 3ehatenn. c X490 Plumpton Corr. 82 Besech- 
ing your sayd mastership . . to be at the *end -making. 
18184 Sat. Rev. 7 June 740/1 At the ends are Bones and 
Tambo, the ** end-men'. 1878 Bell Gegenbauers Comp. 
A nat. 42 Sensory organs are the '’‘'end-organs of the sensi- 
tive nerves. 1824 Miss Mitford Village Ser. 1. (1863) 228 
There is one little *end-parlour, an after-thought of the 
original builder. x88x Raymond Mining Gloss., Wall- 
plates, the two-side pieces of a timber frame in a shaft. 

. .The other two pieces are the *end -pieces. 1878 Foster 
Phys. iii. i. 393 Between the lingual fibres and the '^end- 
plates of the glossal muscular fibres. 1884 Syd. Soc. Lex., 
End-plate , notarial, the branched, expanded, termina- 
tion of a nerve fibre or one of its branches on a muscular 
fibre. 1852 Seidel Organ 37 Between the upper and 
under-board there are six boards, viz. two. .called *end-ribs, 
x88x Hasluck Lathe Work 169 The face of the pulley 
forms the bearing to prevent the *endshake. 1858 
G lenny Card. Every-day Bk. 89/1 Nearly all the *end- 
shoots may be safely taken away, for they take up the 
strength of the plant, c 1250 Gen. & Ex. 3777 Alle he 
[Koran, e'tc.] sunken Se er^e wiSin . . Swilc *endesi 3 vn-bi- 
wen hauen. 1884 F. Britten Watch Clockm. xox In 
most English watches all the escapement pivots run on 
*end stones. x88x Athenaeum 23 Apr. 557/2 Mr. Rhoades's 
blank verse.. is distingiiisbed ... by a frequent tendency to 
*end-stopping. 1877 Dowden Shaks. Prim. iv. 39 At first 
. .the verse is *end-stopt. 1664 Evelyn Kal. Hart. (1729) 
229 The Flue, Shaft, Fire, and Ash-hole to be without, 
though joining close to the *End- wall. 1848 A pp. to Report 
Dep. Keeper Public Records ix. 11 x The cleft wool to be 
kept by itself and the *endwool by itself. 

f End, var. of Anbue, Obs., breath. 

1597-1605 Polwart Flyting 568 His stinking end cor- 
rupted as men knawes. a 1600 Poems 16th Cent; 29 'Jam.) 
The sillie saul is quyte foryet, Quhill haistelie gais out his 
end. 1609 Skene Reg. Maj. Act K. William 7 Gif blade' 
be drawen rin ante part of the bodiejvnder the end ^or mouth) 
[ L. subtus dfihelitum}. 

End (end), v. L Forms : 1 endian, 2-4 endien, 
enden, endenn (Orm.), 3-5 ©(ende, (4 endy, 
hende, eondi, pa. pple. 4 ent), 4 - end. See also 
Y-efd. [OE. ptdian, corresp. to OFris. endia, 
OS. endbn, endifrn, (Du. einden^, OHG. enibn, 
entidn, (MHG., mod.G. enden), ON. enda (Sw. 
dnda. Da. ende):—OTexit. *andjdjan, f. *andjo- 
End sb . ] . 

X Transitive and absolute senses. 

■f 1. trams. To carry through to the end; to 
finish, complete. Also (in ME.), to perform (re- 
ligious duties). Obs. 

C9T& Rushw. Gosp. John iv. 34 pmtte ic endigo were his. 
c *175 Lamb,. Horn. 43 Men J>e on pisse Jiue her , hare scrift 
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enden nalden. <11225 Ancr. R. 44 Go# biuoren ower 
weouede & endeS Ser be graces, a 1300 Cursor M. 8310 
pis wark . .mai noght thorn pi-self be don, pin sun sal end 
it, salamon. c 1400 Destr, Troy 4 Graunt me pi helpe .. 
pis werke for to ende. 1483 Cath. Angl. 114 to Ende, 
conficere. 1593 Shaks. Liter. 1843 He . . kiss'd the fatal 
knife, to end his vow. 1597 Morley Introd. Mns. Annot., 
When I had ended my booke. .1 was requested to explains 
some thing. 1601 Shaks. Jul. C. v. 1 114 This same day 
Must end that worke, the Ides of March began. 1738 Pope 
Epit. Sat. ii. 254 Pray end what you began, 
lb. To be the end or result of. 

a 1300 Cursor M. 9699 Pes endes al pat wel es wroght. 

2 . To bring to an end, conclude, come to a ter- 
mination of (an action, a speech, a period of time, 
one’s life, etc. ; formerly sometimes with inf. as 
obj.). Often with adv. of manner or advb. phrase ; 
also const, with. 

c 1305 Pilate 259 in E. E. P. ( xZ6z'\ pus pilatus endede 
his lyf. c 1330 R. Brunne Citron. 11810147 Eilred at Lon- 
don endid his life. 1340 Ayenb. no Huet may pe zone 
betere aesy to his uader: panne bread wypoute more uor 
pane day to endyj c 1340 Cursor M. (Trin.) 10487 Whenne 
she had endede hir preyere She pleyned efte onpis manere. 
1483 Cath. Angl. 115 It is Endit, explicit. 1557 North 
Diall of Princes 229 b/2 "We neuer cease to behold them, 
nor yet end to bewayle them, 3609 Bible Douay) 2 Esdras 
vii. 1 When I had ended to speake these wordes. 1697 Dry- 
den Virg. Georg, n. 560 Not then the drudging Hind his 
Labour ends. 3713 Berkeley Guardian viii. Wks. III. 170 
He has ended his discourse with a Prayer. 1717 — Tour 
Italy Wks. IV. 530 We ended the day with music at St. 
Agnes. 1830 Tennyson A mphion 50 Ere his song was 
ended, i860 Ruskin Mod. Paint. V. ix. xii. § 1, I find that 
I have only now the power of ending this work, not of con- 
cluding it. 1862 Grant Capt. 0/ Guard xxxix. He ended 
his life in misery. 

b. absol. ; esp, with reference to speech: To 
finish, conclude. 

a 1340 Hampole Psalter xxvi[ik 15 End as pou has by- 

f unen. c 1340 Cursor M. (Trin. ) 5459 Whenne he endide of 
is sawe His sones he blessed on a rawe. 1585 Abp. S andys 
Serm. (1841) 329 , 1 will therefore add somewhat concerning 
the disgrace which cometh unto marriage .. and so end. 
1591 Shaks. Two Gent. n. iv. 31, I know it wel, sir, you 
alwaies end ere you begin, x 667 Milton P. L. ii. to 6 He 
ended frowning, and his look denounc’d Desperate revenge. 
a 1704 T. Brown Sat. agst. IVoman Wks. 1730 I. 57 Quite 
tired of the nauseous theme, I end. 1879 Furnivall Rep. 
E. Eng. T. S. 24 To end, the Society wants more money. 
Mod. I shall end with a motion. 

+ 3 . To rid (a person) of. Obs. 

1598 Greene Jas. IV\ 1861) 21 1 What may 1 do to end 
me of these doubts ? 

4 . To put an end to, cause to cease, abrogate, 
destroy; formerly also to dissolve (a parliament). 

cxoooAgs.Ps. ix. 6 Da hi hit endian sceoldan. c 1200 
Ormin 19797 k e 33 urmderstodenn wel, patt . . te^gre la3he 
all endedd ben purrh Cristess newe lare. c 1330 R. Brunne 
Citron, { 1810) 214 At pis parlement . . was it ent, aliens to 
auance. 1490 Caxton Eneydos viii. 36 The swerde. .ended 
in that hour hir lyf. 1568 Grafton Citron. II. 647 The king 
dissolved his Parliament, which was the laste parliament 
that ever he ended. 1598 Shaks. Merry IV. 1. i. 41 If I 
were yong againe, the sword should end it. 1737 Pope 
Hor.Epist. 11. i. 53 End all dispute : and fix the year pre- 
cise. 1801 Southey Thalaba iv. xxvi, That merciful deed 
For ever ends thy suffering. 1808 J. Barlow Columb . 1. 79 
The desperate crew. .Resolve at once to end the audacious 
strife. 1877 Morley Crit. Misc. Ser. 1./ 18781 200 To talk 
of France seeing good to end Protestantism in a night. 

1 *b. To make an end of ia person) ; to kill. Obs. 
/T1340 Hampole Cant. Psalter 497 Ffra morne til eueyn 
pou sail end me, 1340-70 Alex. $ Dind. 1064 Hit is riht 
pat pe rink be reufully ended. <21400-50 Alexander 453 
All his enmys in pat erd he endid in a stounde. 1596 
Shaks. x Hen. IV, v. iii. 9 This Sword hath ended him. 
1609 Bp. Barlow Anno. Nameless Cath. 300 The Pope 
mingledpowder with Gernens Sugar, which should not End 
him presently, but Waste him by little and little. 1623 
Fletcher Bloody Brother iv. iii, Power enough . . To end 
the murtherer. 

II. Intransitive senses. 

5 . Of a period of time, action, continuous state, 
series, book, chapter, etc. : To come to an end. 
Also colloq. To end up. 

a xooo Gutlilac zx f Gr.) JEr pou endien ealle gesceafte. 
c izoo Ormin 6514 Her endepp mi hiss Goddspell puss. 
c 1250 Gen. 4 Ex. 166 Ford endede Sat fitte nijt. <2x300 
Cursor M. 7840 Pat eild bigan at abraham. It endes her in 
godds nam. 1340 Hampole Pr. Consc. 1770 When his lif sal 
here ende, He what never whider he sal wende, CX350 Will 
Palerne 540 pis bitter bale botlesse wol hende ! 1398 Trk- 
visa Barth. De P. R. ix. ii. 11495' 346 Whan meuynge fayl- 
lyth thenne tyme endyth. i486 Bk. St. A /bans D iij a, 
Here endyth the proceis of hawkyng. 1526 Pilgr. Perf. 
(W. de W. 1531) 2 Here endeth the prologue, and here after 
foloweth the fyrst boke. 1601 Shaks. All’s Well v, i. 25 
All’s well that ends well, yet. 1605 Daniel Queen* s Ar- 
cadia iv. iv, All extremities must mend or end. 1676 
Hobbes Iliad 1. 289 Thus in disorder the Assembly ends. 
1697 Dryden Virg. Past. iv. 9 The base degenerate Iron 
off-spring ends. 1728 Pope Dune. it. 245 But that this well- 
disputed game may end, Sound forth, my brayers. 1812 J. 
Wilson Isle of Palms iv. 654 To-day our woes can never 
end. 1870 Morris Earthly Par. I. i. 305 For thinking 
how all stories end with this. 1874 Spurgeon Treas. Dav . 
Ps. cii. Introd., It ends up right gloriously with calm con- 
fidence for the future. 1875 Bryce Holy Rom. Emp. viii. 

5 >12 4 The line of Charles the Great ended in a d. 9x1. 
Mod. Ihe quarter ending June 24. 
b. To issue or result in. 

<* ia**; Ancr.R, 102 pe worldes urakele urouren. .schulen 
enden me sor & ine seoruwe. c 1400 Destr. Troy 194 Couet- 
ous pere come knightes full ofte, And endit in auerys to ay 


Iastand sorowe. 1651 Hobbes LeviatJu 1. vu. 30 No Dis- 
course whatsoever, can End in absolute Knowledge of ! act. 
1664 Evelyn Kat. Hort. (1706) 24 Sobbing the Leaves of 
the Plant, .ends in scorching. < 1709 Steele Tatter No. xo 
l* 11 There is a contagious Sickness, which, it is feared, 
will end in a Pestilence. 1808 Med. Jrnl. XIX. 380 The 
controversy . . ended in both parties admitting, etc. 1870 
H. Macmillan Bible Teach, x. 204 A life of godliness ends 
in a saintly death. 1885 Manch. Exam. 6 July 4/7 The 
cricket match . . ended in a draw. 

e. Of persons, Const, in, or by, with gerund : 
To come ultimately to (do something'. 

1825 Coleridge Aids to Ref. 101 He, who begins by 
loving Christianity better than Truth, will, .end in loving 
himself better than all. 

6. To die. rare in mod. use. Also To end up 
(slang). 

c isoo Ormin 8347 Affterr patt tatt Herode king Wass 
ended inn hiss sinne. 1297 R. Glouc. C1724) 370 Steuene. . 
sujbpe was kyng of Engelond, & endede myd ssame. c 1340 
Cursor M. 6724 pe beest shal wip stonyng ende. c 1435 
Torr, Portugal 1389 , 1 yeve. .To thydoughter ally my lond, 
Yf that I end there. 1590 Shaks Mids. N. v. i. 353 Far- 
well friends, thus Thisbie ends. 1858 Carlyle Fredk. Gt. 
(1865) VI. xv. x. 63 A cannon-ball smites the life out of him, 
and he ended here. 1886 Rider Haggard K. Solomon’s 
Mines 'll. 32 We should only end up like my poor friend 
Silvestre. 

7 . Of a portion of space, material object, treatise, 
etc. : To terminate, have its end or extremity. 

x6ix Cotgr., Aboutiren points , to end sharpe, or pointed. 
1882 Geikie Text-bk. Geol. vi. v. 11885') 890 It [the glacier] 
ended off upon the land. 1877 Encycl. Brit. VI. 424 The 
promontory which ends in the Lizard. Mod. His property 
ends at the fifth milestone. A11 iron rod ending in a sharp 
point. The plateau ends abruptly in a precipice. 

End, v - Obs. exc. dial. [perh. a dial, variant 
or corruption of Inn - v., influenced by End vA 

It has been suggested that the word is a corruption of 
* in-do, corresponding to Ger. einthun used in the same 
sense; but this seems impossible.] 
trails. To put (.corn, hay, etc.) into (a barn, 
stack, etc.) ; to 4 get in V AlsoySy. Hence Eluded 
ppl. a. 

1607 Shaks. Cor, v. vi. 37, I holpe to reape the Fame 
Which he did end all his. 1632 Milton H Allegro 109 His 
shadowy flail hath threshed the corn That ten day-labourers 
could not end. 1858 Hereford Times 23 Jan. in Dyce 
Shaks. Cor. v. vi. 37 Three well-ended hay-ricks, .a rick of 
well-ended hay. 

TEnd, v., var. Ande v. Obs., to breathe, blow. 

a 1300 Cursor M. 21075 Als a slepand aends oft. 1596 
Dalrymple tr. Leslie's Hist. Scot. '.1885) 29 Thair mouthis 
had blawne vpon or endet as we speik. 


f Endable, a. Obs. [f. Ends?.* + -ABLE.] That 
admits of being ended : terminable. 

1693 W. Robertson Phraseol, Gen. 530 Endable, termina- 
biiis. X775 in Ash. 1864 in Webster ; and in mod. Diets. 

End-all (e-nd-pl ». [f. End vA + All.] That 
which ‘ends all’ (see quot. .in 76). Now only 
dial. exc. in Shaksperian phrase, The be-all and 
the end-all. (See Be-all.) 

1605 Shaks. Macb.i. vii. 5 That but this blow Might be 
the be all, and the end all. 1876 Mid-Yorksk. Gloss. 
(E. D. S.), End-all , more freely used than customarily, and 
with a wider interpretation in the sense of an act of com- 
pletion. Also a finishing stroke. . 1883 G. Howell in Con- 
temp. RetK Sept. 345 The latter aim was the be-all and end- 
all almost of those industrial combinations. 

Endamage (endse'med^), V. Forms: a. 6-7 
endammage, (-dge), 5-7 -dommage, -domage, 
(7 -damnage), 4-5 endamage (n, 4- endamage. 

5-7 indamage, 6 -domage, 6-7 -dammage. 
fin 14th c. f. En - 1 4- Damage sb,, or a. OF. *en - 
damagier , cf. the parallel formation adamagicr in 
i?,th c.). In 15th c. refashioned as endommage , 
-domage, after the contemporary Fr. endommagier 
of equivalent formation ; but this form died out 
early in 1 7th c.] 

Hans. To inflict damage or injury upon. 

1 . To affect (persons, a community, etc.) detri- 
mentally with regard to property, health, repu- 
tation, or general well-being. Also absol. 

a. c 1374 Chaucer Boetk. 1. iv. 15 It [coempcioun] schulde 
greetly tourmentyn and endamagen al be prouince of com- 
paigne. 1477 Earl Rivers (Caxton) Dictes 107 The kyng 
shal contynuelly be endommaged, seke of body and of the 
soule. a 1521 Iielyas in Thoms Prose Rom. \ 1828) III. 12 If I 
thought to haue endomaged you of one seile (? read selie] 
ferdynge. 1546 Langley Pol. Verg. De Invent. 1. i, 1 a, To 
euery man . . wer allotted two angels : wherof thone went 
about to endamage vs. 1596 Spenser F. Q. vi, xii. 38 That 
never more he mote endammadge wight With his vile tongue, 
which many jiad defamed. 1635 Quarles Embl. i.xi. (1718) 
47 The Devil smileth that he may endamage. 164a Fuller 
Holy Sf Prof. St. n. xiii. 101 Inclosure with depopulation 
endamnageth the parties themselves. 1655 H. Vaughan 
Silex Scint. 1. 118581 Pref. 8 No loss is so doleful as that 

S ’n, that will endamage the soul. 1694 Child Disc. Trade 
. 4) 211^ The Dutch . . will in all probability never en- 
nage this Kingdom by the growth of their Plantations, 
1768 Tucker Lt. Nat. 1 . 346 That justice is better than in- 
iquity, springs from the powers of men to benefit or endam- 
age one another, 1828-40 Tytler Hist. Scot, (1864) II. 161 
That, .neither the proprietor nor the cultivator [be] endam- 
aged by the sudden desertion of the ground. 
p. X495 Act xx Hen. VII, c. 22 Pream., Many, .subgettis 
ben . . lette and indamaged in their bilding and husbondry. 
1641 Milton Ch. Govt. n. (1851) 37 The man could not. . 
much indammage the Roman Empire, 1667 Decay C hr. 
Piety v. § 16, I am indammag’d in my goods. 


b. To damage, injure (reputation, health, wel- 
fare) ; to injure, prejudice, discredit a cause, etc) 
c. S579 Fenton Guicciard. (1618) 98 They might in many 
sorts endomage the common safetie of Italy, 1581 J, Bell 
II addon's Answ. Osor. 187 b, That the majestie of Freewill 
may not by any meanes bee endamaged. x6xo Guiliim 
Heraldry 1. viii. (1660) 46 A guilt of endamaging the lives 
of millions. 1620 Venner Via Recta (1650) 13 The South 
winde . . endamageth our healths. 1674 Burnet Royal 
Martyr (1710) 43 Nor was Christianity endamaged by all 
that fury, 1691 Locke Money Wks. 1727 II. 14 There is so 
much want of Money, and Trade is still endamag’d by it 
1828 Black w. Mag. XXI V. 624 These proceedings .. were 
endamaging their reputation. 1882 Farrar Early Chr. 1. 
177 Theologians, .seriously endamage a sacred cause. 

|j. 1698 Christ Exalted § 10. 9 These Sermons could not 
indamage the good Correspondence between the Brethren. 

t 2 . To damage physically, inflict material in- 
jury upon (a person or thing) ; to spoil (a thing) 
so as to make it less fit for its purpose. Obs. 

a. 1475 Caxton Jason 30 Tronchonyng their speris upon 
his shelde, withoute endomagyng his shelde. 1576 Baker 
Jewell of Health 62 Those partes endammaged or grieved 
with the Goute. 1578 Banister Hist. Man n. 39 Their 
substance was light, and Cartilaginous, to be lesse endam- 
maged by outward force. 1583 Mascall Plant. <$• Graff. 
(1592) 47 Take heede of those graffes, the which many 
wormes and Flyes doe endomage. 1667 H. Stubbe in Phil. 
Trans . II. 495 The Guns, .were not much endammaged by 
Rust. 1690 Luttrell Brief Rel. (1857) II. 28 A great 
storm . . had endamaged several of the ships. 1708 J. 
Chamberlayne St. Gt. Brit. x. m. x, (1743) 205 The 
Thames swells, .over its banks, and Westminster is a little 
endamaged in its Cellars. 1816 Scott A ntiq. iii. [Calthrops] 
to endamage the sitting part of a learned professor of 
V trecht. 

p. 1583 Mascall Plant. <$• Graff. (1592'* Exhort., Cattell, 
indomaging your plants or Trees. 1686 Voy, Emp. China 
to E. Tartary in Misc. Cur. (1708) III. 190 The Bark, .was 
. . indammaged by the agitation of the Waves. 
f 3 . In military sense: To do harm to (the 
enemy, a hostile country). Obs. 

X555 Fardle Facions ii. ix. 191 There neuer medled any 
power with theim, that was able to conquer theim : or 
muche to endamage theim. x6xi Speed Hist. Gt. Brit. vm. 
vii. 404 Then coasting the shore, shrewdly endammaged 
Kent. 1633 T. Stafford Pac. Hib. xxvi. (1821) 471 To 
endammage the Enemy that hee may not hinder you. 
1697 Potter Antiq . Greece 1 xxvi. (1715) 151 The Cause of 
weakening or endamaging my Country. 

% 4. Used for Endanger v. 4 . 
a 1648 Ld. Herbert Hen . VIII (1783) 341 He will en- 
damage the loss of one half of his Realm. 

t Endaanageable, a. Obs.-* [f. prec.-f 
-able.] Capable of receiving damage, susceptible 
to injury ; perishable. 

1864 in Webster ; and in mod. Diets. 

f Enda mageance. Obs. rare- 1 . In 6 ©n- 
danimageanee. [f, as prec. + -ance.] Harm, 
injury. 

1594 Carew Huarie's Exam. Wifsv. (1596) 55 If the other 
two [ventricles] remained not sound, andf without endam- 
mageance, a man should thereby become witles, and void 
of reason. 

Endamagement (endarmedsment). [f. En- 
damage v. + -ment.] The action of endamaging ; 
the state of being endamaged ; injury, harm, loss. 

1593 Nashe Four Lett v Confut. 60 That vnaduised in- 
dammagement I haue done you. 1657 W. Coles Adam in 
Eden 167 The inhabitants of Middleborough . . eat thereof 
[flax-seed] to the great endammagement of their healths. 
a 1674 Clarendon Hist. Reb. (1704) III. xvi. 583 To the 
least indamagement of them. 1675 Cocker Morals 60 Who 
in their Youth refused to be taught, To numerous Endam- 
magements are brought. 1789 Bentham Princ. Legist. 
xviii. 35 The offence may be termed wrongful endamage- 
ment. 1836 Fraser's Mag. XIII. 301 The endamagement 
of their credit. 

Enda maging, vbl. sb. [f. as prec. + -ING 1 .] 
The action of the vb. Endamage. 

1567 Maplet Gr. Forest 7 Efestides. .keepeth a man safe 
from all perill and endamaging. 1586 Ferne Blaz. Gentrie, 
Lacye's Nobil, 31 From the endomaging of his country. 1643 
Milton Divorce «, iii, (1851) 64 That which was the en- 
dammaging onely of their estates was narrowly forbid. 

t Enda*mask, v. Obs. [f. En- 1 + Damask.] 
trans. a. To tinge with an interspersed shade of 
paler colour, b. To paint in various colours. Cf. 
Damask sb. and v. 

1580 Sidney Arcadia (1622) 298 A prety feare came vp, 
to endamaske her rosie cheekes. i6ix Speed Hist. Gt. 
Brit. v. vii. 42 Carrying these rasures on their pictured 
limbes, as badges of their Noblenesse, thus endamasked. 

Endamnify : see En- prefix 1 3. 

Endanger (end^-nd^ari, v. Forms: 6 en-, 
xndaunger, 7-8 indanger, 6- endanger, [f. En- 1 
+ Danger 

1 1 . trans. To subject (a person) to the absolute 
control of another ; to render (an official) liable 
to dismissal or punishment at the will of a supe- 
rior. Const, to. Obs . rare. 

1551 Robinson tr. More’s Utop . (Arb.) 60 Another giueth 
the kynge counsel to endaunger unto his grace the iudges 
of the Realme. 1579 Tomson Calvin’s Serm . Tim. 489/1 
A slaue of Satan, one indangered to the wicked. 

1 2 . pass . To incur the liability to punishment 
by another person ; to be liable to arrest or seizure 
of goods on the part of a creditor. Const, to 
(a judge, creditor, etc.). Obs. 

1477 J. Paston in Paston. Lett. No. 790 III. 179 He . . is 
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fere endangeryd to dyvers m thys contrey. 1548 Coverdale 
Erasm . Par. Rom. xm. 3 Nowe yf thou be lothe to be en- 
daungered to magistrates or lawes. 1579 Tomson Calvin's 
Serm . Tim. 172/2 For while we are indaungered to God, 
we can in no wise stand before him. 1596 Spenser Stale 
Irel. Wks. 1805 VIII. 367 Being close hooded, .from know- 
ledge of any to whom he is indangered. 

tb. To be liable to (punishment, evil of any 
kind.) Also const, to with inf. Obs. 

1549 Coverdale Erasm. Par. Jude II. 23 That he should 
be endaungered to diseases. <21569 Kingesmyll Man’s 
Est. xiii. (1580) 98 We were fashioned of earth, but not 
endaungered to turne againe into yearth. 1577 tr. Bul- 
lingers Decades (1592) 571 God accuseth vs and pleadeth 
vs guiltie ofsinne, and indangered to punishment. 

+ 3 . To put (a person) in peril (of something 
untoward). Const, of oftener to with inf. Obs. 

1548 Udall, etc., Erasm. Paraph . John 15 The confess- 
ing what he was himself endaungered him to lose his owne 
estimation. 1603 W. Watson in Dodd Ch. Hist. Eng. 
(1841) I V. xlix, To live in this miserable estate . . would in- 
danger me of losing quite my senses. 1626 Bacon Sylva 
§ 977 It indangereth the Child to become Lunaticke. 1658 
Whole Duty Man v\. § 13 Where-ever this sin hath posses- 
sion, it endangers men to fall into any other. 1737 Whiston 
Josephus’ Antiq . ix. iv. § 5 That they might not endanger 
one another to perish, by treading on one another. 

1 To cause the danger of (something unto- 
ward happening) ; to render imminent or probable. 
Sometimes with gerund or inf. (with to) as obj. 

1613 Brinsley Lud. Lit. 117 Grammaticall translations. . 
can neuer indanger any waie to make truants. 1644 Bulwer 
Chirol. $ Chiron. 102 To fling the Hand up and downe to 
endanger the offending of those that are nigh. 1663 Bp. 
Patrick Parab. Pilgr. xxxvii. (1668) 493 The very puff of 
a confident mans breath doth indanger to make me reel. 
<21716 Blackall Wks. (1723) I. 227 Such ill Courses as will 
endanger his Ruin. 1791 Smeaton Edystone L. (1793) § 313 
They would have endangered the breaking the glass. 1796 
Southey Lett . Spain ^ Port. (1808) I. 15 So as to endanger 
setting it on fire. 

f 5 . To incur the danger of; to chance, risk. Obs. 
15. . Quest. Prof. # Pleas. Cane. 30 a I alwaies . . en- 
danger your displeasure with my troublesome speeches. 
c x6xx Chapman Iliad vm. 16 Endanger it the whiles and 
see. 1 691 Ray Creation (1714) 370 But would endanger to 
he quite destroyed. 1726. Addison Dial. Medals i. 34 Un- 
less they turned back quickly they would endanger being 
benighted. 1771 Muse in Min. 31 Who dares blaspheme 
my name, endangers death. 

6. To expose to danger, cause danger to. ^The 
only modern sense.) 

a. 1509 Fisher Fun. Serm. C’tess Richmond (1708! 31 
Wrapped and endaungered with the myseres of this wretched 
Worlde. 1591 Shaks. Two Gent. v. iv. 133, I hold him 
but a foole that will endanger His Body, for a Girle that 
loues him not. 1647 in Nicholas Papers (1886) I. 8r The 
Citty is . . ridden by every party and wilbe so rather then 
endanger Trade. 1671 Milton Samson 1009 Wedlock- 
treachery endangering life. 1725 De Foe Coy. round 
World (1840) 212 Not so great a wind as to endanger us. 
1770 Junius Lett, xxxvii. x8i It is not an act . . that can 
ever endanger the liberties of this country. 1866 Crump 
Banking ix. 21 1 The convertibility of the note would be 
endangered. 

p. 1601 Holland Pliny I. 136 Lest one day or other the 
riuer with his violent streame should indanger the city of 
Babylon. 1691-8 Norris Pract. Disc. (1707) IV. 322 They 
would avoid a World that indangers their Innocency. 
Hence Endangered ppl. a. 

1597 Daniel Civ. Wares iw xlix. (1609) 99, Had he not 
speedy succour lent To his indangered father. 1692 South 
Serm. (1697) I. 85 Ded., The drift [of these discourses] is to 
carry the most Endangered, and Endangering Truth, above 
the Safest, when sinfull, Interest. 1846 Grote Greece I. 1. 
viii. 235 Protectors of the endangered mariner. 
Elldangerer (end^-nd.prai), vbl. sb. [f. prec. 
+ -kr.] One who endangers. 

1672 Baxter Bags haw’s Scand. iii. 32 Rash, .spirits, .will 
be continual endangerers of your liberties. 1824 Coleridge 
A ids Refi. (1848) I. 89 Scolds and endangerers of the public 
peace. 

Endangering (end^-nd^orig), vbl. sb. [f. as 
prec. + -ing 1.] The action of the vb. Endanger. 

1585 Act 27 Elis. c. 2 § 1 (Ruff head), The great En- 
dangering of the Safety of her most Royal Person. 1605 
Narr. Murthers Sir J. Fits 11860) 13 Also an indangering 
to Sir John his own life, a 1649 Drumm. of Hawth. Skia- 
mackia Wks. (1711J 203 Your petition is for the endangering 
of our peace and liberties. 1858 Bright Sp. 27 Oct. Re- 
form, The endangering of the Constitution. 

Enda*ngering, ppl . a. [f. as prec. + ing 2 .] 
That endangers ; dangerous. 

1597 Daniel Civ. Wares vn. xv, Peace with more in- 
dangering wounds offends Then Warre can doe. 1656 
S. H. Gold. Law 44 Endangering . . to the Publike. 1692 
[see Endangered ppl. a.] 

Endangerment (end^md^ojment). [f. as 
prec. +-MENT.] The action of putting in danger ; 
the cond ition of being in danger. 

1645 Milton Tetrach. (1851) 160 The endangerment of 
our souls. X809-X0 Coleridge Friend (1865) 171 An un- 
mitigated war of insult, alarm, and endangerment. 1871 
Nichols Fireside Sc. 98 Serious endangerment to health, 
t Enda*rk, v. Obs. rare. Also 4 endirke-n. 
[f. En- I + Dark a .] trans. To render dark, cast 
into the shade; to dim (the sight). Hence En- 
&a*rked ppl. a., made dark, obscure {fig-). 

c 1374 Chaucer Boeth. iv. iii. 120 Ne no wickednesse shal 
endirken it. 1523 Skelton Garl. Laurel \ xvi. Of such an 
endarked chapter. 1556 Abp. Parker Psalter cxxxix., For 
sure the dark so dark : cannot endarke thy louely sight. 
1631 Celestina in Hazl. Dodsley I. 62 Her skin of whiteness 
endarketh the snow. 


t Enda*rken, v. Obs. [f. En- 7 + Darken v.] 
trans. To obscure, make dark. lit. and fig. 

. *595 Daniel Sonn. xxi. My lifes light wholly endarkened 
is. 1651 Bp. Hall Soliloquies ted. 2) xii. 38 Light en- 
darkened causeth the greatest darknesse. 1755 T. H. 
Croker tr. Ariosto’s Orl. Fur. xxxi. 1 , But soon as Sol from 
th’ earth endarken’d went. 

Endarfc : see En- prefix 3 . 
t Endatrat, vA Obs. [f. En-* + Daunt v. to 
tame.] trans. To tame. 

*393 Langl. P. PI. C. xvhi. 171 He endauntede a douue. 

t Endatrnt, v% Obs. [f. En- 1 + Daont v. to 
fondle.] trans. To caress ; to make much of, 
hold in high esteem. 

*399 Langl. Rich. Redeles iii. 127 Ffor her dignesse 
endauntid of dullisshe nollis. Ibid. 351 pe while j>e Degonys 
domes weren so endauntid. 

+ Endairnture. Obs. rare- 1 , [f. En -1 + OF. 
danture taming ; suggested by the phrase en sa 
danture in the original text.] ? Taming, breaking 
in. 1 But the passage is nonsense, the translator 
not having understood his original.) 

1340 Ayeub, 220 Huo J?et tek]> colte endaunture, hyalde 
hit wyle J>erhuyle hit ilest. [Fr. quaprent poulain en sa 
danture , il le tendra taut comme il dure.] 

End-away, adv. dial. One after another, 
successively. 

1888 Sheffield Gloss. (E.D. S.) He won six games end-away. 
Endazzle : see En -prefix 3. 
t End* day. Obs. See End sb. and Day. Also 
5 enday. [OE. %nde-dneg, f. $nde End sb. + dseg 
Day. Cf. OHG. endi-dago (MHG. ende-tac). J 
The last day ; the day of one’s death. 

Beowulf {Gr.) 638 Ic ... sceal . . oJ> 3 e ende-daeg . . minne 
gebidan. cxi 75 Lamb . Horn. 17 j?et he icherre from j?an 
uuelnesse ear his ende dei. c 1200 Ormin 5674 He shall att 
his endeda33 j>urrh Drihhtin wurr]?enn frofredd. c 1305 
Edmund Conf. 580 in South-Eng. Leg. (1887) 448 And J>ou 
treweliche at min ende-day: art i-come me to. c 1340 j 
Cursor M. 2x063 (Fairf.), Quen J> at [John] seye his ende- 
day comande neye . . he did his graue to delue. c 1425 
Wyntoun Cron. vi. iv. 80 And led hys lyf till hys enday. 

t E*Xlde. Obs. Forms: 1 senid, senit, enid, 
ened, 3 hende, 4-5 enede, 5 heynde, ende. 
[OE. %ned str, fem. == MDu. aned, anet , Du. eend, 
OHG. anat, -et, -it, -ot (Ger. ente), ON .ond (Sw., 
Da. and). Cf. Lat. anat- cm i\ A duck. 

a 700 Epinal Gloss. 17 Aneta, amid [<z8oo Erfurt Gloss. 
senit. Corpus Gloss, emd], c 1300 Havelok 1241 Ne was 
ther spared gos ne henne, Ne the hende, ne the drake. 
c 1325 Gloss. W. de Biblesw. in Wr.-Wiilcker 143 En marreis 
ane iaroille [enede queketh]. c 1430 Bk. Hawkyng in Rd. 
Ant. I. 302 For to make hawke high of astate . . take the 
weng of an enede. c 1440 Promp. Parv. 139 Ende, dooke 
byrde, anas, c 1475 Foe. in Wr.-Wulcker 760 II ec anata , 
a heynd. 

Ende, erron. var. Hende a. Obs. gracious. 
Endear (endl®u), V. Also a. 7 endeere, 
-dear© ; f$. 7 indear, indeere. [f. En- 1 + Dearo:.] 

+ 1 . trans. To render costly or more costly; to 
enhance the price of. Obs. 

a. 1603 Florio Montaigne 523 Enhancing the price of the 
place we raise the price and andeare the desire. x6x8 K. 
James’s Prod. cone. Buildings in Rymer (1717) XVII. 107 
All Victualls and other Provision endeared. 1803 Ann. 
Rev. I. 390 Bread, .would be cheapened by the competition, 
not endeared by the combination of bakers. 

( 3 . 1729 Seasonable Remarks Trade 11 There are several 
Accidents which indear a Commodity to the Merchant. 
f 2 . To enhance the value of; to render precious 
or attractive. Obs. 

a. 1580 Sidney A rcadia n. 125 He would endeare his own 
service. 1594 Southwell M. Magd. Fun. Teares 92 Love 
. . endeareth the meanest things, and doubleth the esti- 
mate of things that are precious. 1657 J* Smith Myst. 
Rhet. 183 Her wit endeared by youth, her affection by 
birth, and her sadnesse by her beauty. <2x662 Hf.ylin 
Laud 1. 209 All those several motives which might not only 
serve to justifie, hut endear the work. 

p. 1622 Bacon Hen. VII, 103 Making a body of forces of 
themselves, the more to indear their merit. 1672 Dryden 
Marr. a-la-Mode 1. iv. i. Dram. Wks. 1725 III. 267 'Tis 
as Physicians show the desperate 111 T’ indear their Art, by 
mitigating Pains They cannot wholly cure. 

f b. To represent as valuable or important, to 
lay stress upon ; also, to exaggerate. Obs. 

1620 Shelton Quia. III. xvii. 113 , 1 must leave them here 
abruptly, since I want words to endear them. 1622 Mabbe 
tr. Aleman’s Guzman d’ A If. 11. 97 May without in dearing 
be truly said to be a princely and royall seat. 1656 C0WLEY 
Davideis iv. 117x0 IL 443 Not that I’d clear Their Guilt, 
or mine own Innocence indear. x66x Howell Twelve Sev. 
Treat. 215 In all his declarations ther was nothing that he 
endear’d and inculcated more often. 

3 . To render (a person) dear to another; to 
inspire or create affection for (a person or thing) . 
(The modern sense.) Also const. + with. 

a. 1647 Clarendon Hist. RebA 1762) 1 . 11. 121 His Majesty 
exceedingly desired to endear her to the People. 1743 
Richardson Clarissa u8ix) II. xxxiii. 218 She endeared 
herself to me ten times more by her soothing concern for 
me. 1781 Gibbon Decl. 4 F. Il. xxvii. 56 His gentle and 
amiable disposition endeared him to his private friends. 
1821 Byron Juan iv. xvi, That which destroys Most love, 
possession, unto them appear’d A thing which each endear- 
ment more endear’d. 1856 Emerson Eng. Traits , Relig. 
Wks. (Bohn) II. 98 It [the Church] endears itself thus to 
men of more taste than activity. 2879 C * Geikie Christ 
lxiv. 809 One endeared by long companionship. 


p. x6xx Barrey Ram Alley in Dodsley Old PI. \ 1780' V. 444 
Stand thou propitious, indear me to my love. 2647 Claren- 
don Hist. Reb. .1702) 1 , 11. 113 To indear himself with that 
Nation. 

f4i. To hold dear ; to love. Obs. 

162a Wither Lines in Farr’s 6*. P. Jas. /'1848) 221 But 
to my heart they sit this day as neare As when I most en- 
dear’d them. X039 Saltmarshe Policy 20 Something he 
endears, ax 7x1 Ken Sion Wks. 1721 IV. 375 God .. most 
amiable appear'd, Endearing most, and most to be endear’d. 

t 5- To treat affectionately or fondly ; to caress. 
Obs. Cf. Endearing ppl. a. 

1683 Lorrain Mured s Rites Fun. 161 Embraced, hug’d, 
caressed, endeared and applauded by all the spectators. 

f 8 . To win the affection of; to conciliate, 
attract Also, to deepen (affection). Obs . 

1580 .Sidney A rcadia (1622) 247 Leaning no office vnper- 
formed, which might either witnesse, or endeare her sonnes 
affection. 1628 Earle Microcosm., IVeak Man^ (Arb.1 58 
You cannot endeare him more then by coozening him. <2x631 
Donne Poems, etc. (.1633) 354 Not that God is endeared by 
that, or wearied by this. 1671 Milton Samson 793, I 
sought by all means, therefore, How to endear . . thee to 
me firmest, a 1704 T. Brown Sat. agst. Woman Wks. 1730 
I. 57 No law can bind them, and no love endear. 1704 
He arne Duct. Hist. 1x7x4) I. 390 This generous Act en- 
deared the People . . to him, 

t b. To bind by obligations of gratitude. Some- 
times Const, to with inf. Obs. 

a, 1607 Shaks. Timon in. ii. 35, I am so much endeered to 
that Lord ; hee’s euer sending. 1626 T. H[awkins] Caus- 
sin’s Holy Crt. 8x He must . . frugally endeare Auditors 
. . dissemble with his enemyes. 1652 J. Wadsworth tr. 
Sandoval’s Civil Wars of Spain 21 To endeer the Elector 
of Brandenburg the more to vote in his behalf. Ibid. 280 
They gave them ten dales paie more to endear them to go 
before Tordesillas, 1654 tr. Scudery’s Curia Politiae 107 
Whereby the House of Lancaster . . hath for ever indeared 
and obliged the House of York. 

p. 16x3 R. C. Table Alph. ed. Indeere , make bound 
to one. 1633 G. Herbert Temple , Ch. Militant 12 Early 
didst thou arise to > plant this vine, Which might the more 
indeare it to be thine. 

Endearance (endD-rans). rare. [f. Endear v. 
+ -ance.] The action of endearing, or the state 
of being endeared. 

1766 Anstey New Bath Guide fed. 2) 77, Show it young 
Lady Betty, by way of Endearance. 1871 Brewer Eng. 
Studies (1881 1 Introd. 45 His language is so much governed 
bythis feeling of Divine endearance. 

Endeared (endl»ud), ppl. a. ff. Endear v. 

+ -ED 1 .] 

1. Of friendship, etc, : Affectionate, cordial, arch. 

1649 Roberts Claris Bibl. 140 Jonathan’s endeared love 

to David. 1692 Beverley Disc. Dr. Crisp 14 The Warmest 
and Indearedst Love, a 17x4 Ellwood A utobiog. (1765) 
376 Unto you is the Salutation of my endeared Love. 1812 
Gen. Brock Proclam. 22 July in Exam. 5 Oct. 629/1 The 
endeared relations of its first settlers. 1842 H. R OGERS 
Introd. Burke’s Wks. I. 3 With the son of the master.. 
Edmund formed a most endeared friendship. 

2. Regarded with affection, beloved. 

X841 D’Israeli Amen. Lit. (1867) 698 All solicitations of 
the author to retrieve his endearea volume proved fruitless. 

f Endea*redly, adv. Obs. rare. [f. Endeared 
ppl. a. + -LY 2 .] In an endeared manner, 

1624 Heywood Gutiaik. in. 119 Both endeeredly affected 
their husbands. 1663 Baxter Divine Life 306 A Jonathan 
| , will endearedly love that man . . who is appointed to 

deprive him of a King dome. 

t Endea r edness. Obs. [f. Endeared ppl. a. 
•f -ness.] The state of being endeared ; feeling 
of affection, fondness. 

1654 Gayton Pleasant Notes 111. v. 98 The other . . to 
shew his Indeerednesse, prest often to know the Murderer 
of his friend. 1679 Prot. Conformist 3 Thatvertue or rather 
grace of Moderation has graven the most deep and indelible 
characters of endearedness upon me, a 1703 Burkitt On 
N.T. Matt. iii. 17 The endearedness of his person : This 
is my beloved Son. a 17x4 M. Henry Wks. (1835) I. 278 
Embrace each other with a cordial endearedness. 

Endea’ring, vbl. sb. [f. Endear v, + -ing 1 .] 
The action of the vb. Endear ; + concr. a caress, 
mode of showing affection. 

1622 E. Mjsselden Free Trade 106 The . . losse that 
thereby will fall . . vpon all men in the endearing of all 
things, 1654 W hit lock Zootomia 324 Endearings, minted 
current, according to the lawfullnesse or unlawfullnesse oi 
the Love they would procure. 1678 Vug. Man’s Cali. 
Introd. 3 Intended for the endearing of God. 

Endea*ring, ppl- cl. [f. Endear v. + -ing 2 .] 
That endears : a. That wins or inspires affection, 
b. Manifesting affection, caressing. 

1667 Milton P. L. iv. 337 Nor gentle purpose, nor en- 
dearing smiles Wanted. 1680 H. More Apocal. Apoc. 50 
This is but a just reward of Thy endearing sufferings upon 
the Cross. 1742 Richardson Pamela IV. 266, I have a 
better and more indearing Husband than ever. 1878 Q, 
Victoria Let. in Lond. Gaz. 27 Dec., The noble and en- 
dearing qualities of her whom all now mourn. 

Endearingly (endl®-rigli), adv. [f. Endear- 
! in G* ppl. a. \ -ly z .] In an endearing manner. 

<2x7x1 Ken Edmund Poet. “Wks. 1721 II. 202 Each he en- 
dearingly salutes. 1836 E Howard R. Reeferbd , We patted 
them endearingly with our hands. 1876 Bancroft Hist. 
U. S. I. ix. 286 Who called him endearingly his son. 

Eudea-riligness. rare- 1 , [f. as prec. + 
-ness.] The state of being Endearing, exhibi- 
tion of affection. 

1701 Collier M. A urel. (1726) 316 They make up to them 
with great endearingness. 
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■ Endearment (endfrument). Also 7-8 in- 
dearment. [f. Endear v. +■ -mint.] 

1 . The action of endearing or the fact of being 
endeared ; concr . something that endears, that 
excites or increases affection. 

1663 Aron-himn. 3 The Object of all this Care, this In- 
deer raent and joy, is the Ark of God. 1673 Lady's Call* 
n. 82 One of the greatest endearments of Abraham to God. 
1688 H. Wharton Enthus . Ch. Rome 78 The belief of his 
endearment to God, made him often presume upon the 
Favour of Heaven. 1690 Norris Beatitudes (1694) I* 202 
The Heathen, to whom the Unity and Agreement of the 
First Christians was a great indearment. 1881 P. Brooks 
Candle of Lord 164 The enlargemen t of the faith brings 
the endearment of the faith. 

fb. An obligation of gratitude, a bond of 
attachment. Cf. Endear v. 6 b. Obs. 

1628 Earle Microcosm ., World's noise man < Arb. ) 61 His 
deepest indearment is a communication of mischiefe. 1677 
Hale Contempt. 11. 72 That Lust .. which the . . Saviour, 
upon the Indearment of his own Blood, begs us to Crucrfie. 

2 , An action or utterance expressive of love or 
fondness ; a caress. Also abstr. 

1702 Rowe TamerL r. i. 341 Are War and Slavery the 
soft Endearments With which they court the Beauties they 
admire? 1742 Richardson Pamela IV. 14 1 His Indear- 
ments and Tenderness to his Lady . . was alone worthy of 
all her Risque. 1853 C. Bronte Villeite xxxvi. 1876^401 
M. Paul petted and patted her ; the endearments she re- 
ceived were not to be wondered at. 1867 Freeman Norm. 
Cong. I. iv. i8q A mere name of endearment. 

+ 3 . Affection, fondness. 05 s. 

1709 Strype Ann. Ref. I. xliii, 477 Between these two 
there was a long and great, endearment. 1746-7 Hervey 
Medit. (1818) 19 If you really love the offspring of your own 
bodies ; if your bowels yearn over those amiable pledges of 
conjugal endearment, 1821 Clare Fill. Minst r. 1 . 60 Travel- 
lers returned from foreign ground Feel more endearments 
for their native earth. 

4 . The making (a commodity) dearer, rare. 

1864 Guardian 21 Dec. 1218 People bought in provisions 
against the endearments of Sella’s new tariffs. 

1 5 . The action of enhancing the value of any- 
thing ; also, praise, exaggeration. 05 s. 

x6tz Shelton Quix, I. in. xiii. 249 It is rather a poetical 
Endearment, than an approv'd Truth. 1647 Clarendon 
Hist. Reb. ,(1702) I. n. 113 If his condition . , were so good 
that it needed no indearment. 

Endeavour (ende-vm), si. Forms : see the 
verb, [app. f. next verb, which however appears 
later in our quots.] 

1 . The action of endeavouring; effort, or pains, 
directed to attain an object ; a strenuous attempt 
or enterprise. 

a. 1417 Ld. FuRNYVALin Ellis Orly. Lett. Ser. n. 1 . 56 The 
great lahoures, travels, and endevoures made by your said 
Lifetenaunte. 1440 [See Endeavour 1549 Crowley 
Last Trump. 496 Se thou apply the to learnynge Wyth 
all thy busy endevoure. 1605 Bacon Adv. Learn. 1, v. § 10 
(1873) 42 The scope that men propound to themselves, 
whereunto they bend their endeavours. 1618 Sir R. Boyle 
Diary ( 1 886 1 1 . 204 , 1 gave Mr. Richard Archdeacon a young 
gelding for his endevors about my purchaze of dongarvan. 
1655-60 Stanley Hist. Philos. (1701) 79/2 We should em- 
ploy therein our utmost study and endeavour. 1745 in Col. 
Rec. Penn. V. 19 We will use our Endeavours to that End. 
* 75 <> Johnson Rambler No. 25 P5 To walk with circum- 
spection .. ought to be the constant endeavour of every 
reasonable Being. 1814 Wordsw. White Doe v. 52 On him 
and on his high endeavour The light of praise shall shine 
for ever, 1856 Buskin Mod. Paint. III. iv. vi. § 4 The 
life of Angelico was almost entirely spent in the endeavour 
to imagine the beings belonging to anoth er world. 

p. 1563 Shute Archit, Aiij b, The firste frutes of my 
poor attemptes and indeuors. 1611 Bible Pref. 10 That 
hath bene our indeauour, that our inarke. 1663 Marvell 
Corr. xli Wks. 1872-5 II. 89 You have that fruit of our 
former in.de vors. 1663 Flagellum or O. Cromwell {1672) 
12 Both which he studied with the same indifference and 
infide and falicious indeavour. 1743 J. Morris Serm. ii. 
45 Kind indeavours to promote their happiness. 

b. To do one's endeavour{s : to e vert oneself to 
the uttermost ; to do all one can (in a cause or to 
an end), arch. 

a. 1480 Robt. Devyll 42 The Emperoure charged every 
man to do his endever. 155* Robinson tr. More's Utop. 1. 
(Arb.) 56 Doynge my eiideuoure to plucke out of hys mynde 
the . . causes of vice. 1596 Shaks Merck. V. 11. if. 182 My 
best endeuors shall be done herein, 1688 Evelyn Mem. 
(1857) II. 281, I did my endeavour with the Lords of the 
Treasury to be favourable to him. 1716 8 Lady M. W. 
Montague Lett. L xiv. 48, I have done my best endeavour 
to find out something worth writing to you. ■ 1745 Butler 
Serm. Wks. 1874 II. 287 We are to do our endeavours to 
promote virtue^ and religion amongst men. 1827 F. Cooper 
Prairie II. xvi. 255 Yes, lad, yes ; you would do your en- 
deavours. 1873 Browning Red Cqtt. Night -c. 271 Do your 
endeavour like a man. 

ft C1530 H. Rhodes Bk. Nurtzire in Bahees Bk. (1S68) 
74^ There, doe your true indeuour. 1612 Brinsley Lud. 
Lit. iii (16271 13 Every one is to doe his best indeavour to 
know how to make it most easie. 

f 2 . Philos. Used by Hobbes: (see quot. ; in 
Latin conatus\. 05 s. 

1651 Hobbes Leviath. 1. vi.' 23 These small beginnings of 
Motion, within the body of Man . . are commonly called 
Endeavour. 1656 — Elent. Philos. (1839) 206, I define en- 
deavour to be motion made in less space and time than can 
be given. 1667 Boyle Orig... Formes 4* Qual. 3 Local Mo- 
tion, or an Endeavour at it, is not included in the nature of 
Matter. 

Endeavour (ende-vsi), v. Forms: a. 5 en- 
devoyre, endover, (endower, -re), 5-6 en- 


devoir, endever, 5-7 endcvor(e, 6 end^vyr, 
endevur, endevre, 6-7 endevour(e, 6- en- 
deavour. £. 5-7 indevor, 6 indevur, 6 7 ba- 
dever, iudevour, 7-9 indeavour. [f. En- 1 + 
Devoir sb.; cf. the Fr. phrase se mettre en devoir 
de faire quelqnechose to make it one’s duty to do 
something; hence, to set about, to endeavour. 
Cf. also the following quot. : 

1504 Nottingham Borough Rec. III. 325 And pat. euery 
Mair for j?e tyme beyng put in devoire to calle . . his said 
Chaumberleyns . .to performe the same.] 
f i. refi. To exert oneself, use effort. Const, to 
with inf. ; (rarely s for, to , with si. ; also simply. 

a. c 1400 York Myst. iv. 30 So that ye may endower To 
susteyn beast and man . . Dwell heie if that ye canne. This 
shall be your endowre. 3483 Canton Gold. Leg. 422/3 He 
. . moche endeuoyred hym to make hym to lerne the deuyne 
Scripture. 1485 Procl. agst. Henry Tudor in Poston Lett. 
No. 883. III. 319 Like gode and true Englishmen to en- 
dover themselfe for the defence of them. 1491 Act 7 
Hen. VII, c. 22 Preamb., Endevoir youre self and put to 
your hand and spare no cost. 1521-2 Compl ", North in 
Furniv. Ballads fr. MSS. I. 338 Wherfor I moste, Sc wyll 
do evyr, to pray for hys grace my selfe endevyr. 1540 x 
Elyot Image Gov. (1549) Pref. 2, I endeuoured my selfe 
whiles I had leysour, to’ translate it into Englishe. 1642 
J. Jackson Bk. of Cotiscience 86, I endeavour my selfe 
constantly both to refuse the evill and choose the good. 

| 3 . 1495 6 P lampion Corr. 115, I shall indevor me for 
you as farre as I can. 3535 Fisher Wks. 1. 412 If thou wilt 
indeuer thee vpon thy parte. 1589 Puttenham Eng. Poesie 
1. viii. (Arb.) 36 They are as it were inforced to indeuour 
them selues to armes. 1614 Lodge Seneca Ep. 166 Indevour 
thyselfe as much as in thee lieth to the end, etc. 1655 
Fraitcion vji. 25 In the mprning he did indeavour himself 
to make us friends. 

fb. trails. To exert (one’s power\ thoughts, 
etc. Ohs. rare. 

1574 Hellowes Gueuarcts Fam. Ep. (1577' 397 Marcus 
Aurelius . . endeuoured his power to persecute the Chris- 
tians. 1606 G. W[oodcocke] tr. Hist. Ivstine 124 b, Euery 
man endeuored his thoughts how to make his duty, love, 
[etc.] encrese to him. Ibid. LI. 5 b, Maximilian endeuored 
al his power against the Turke. 1642 Lane. Tracts Civil 
War (1844) 18 Our high Sheriff. . will readily . . endeavour 
the power of the County against our proceedings. 

1 2 . intr. for refi. To strive, try, exert oneself ; 
to direct one’s efforts. 05 s. exc. as in 3. 

1551 Turner Herbal 1. (1568 ! 142 A gourde hath long run- 
nyng branches, whiche naturally indevour upwarde. 1588 
Allen Admon. 5,5 The pardon of his Holmes, giuen to all 
. . that . . indeuor in this quarrell. 1606 G. W[oodcocke] 
tr. Hist. Ivstine 100 b, All the realme endeuored after his 
steps. 1624 Bargrave Serm. agst. Self Policy 24 Let us 
indeuour with words and workes. 

3 , intr. (The only mod. use.) To try, make an 
effort for a specified object; to attempt strenuously, 
a. Const, to with inf Also (rarely) used imper- 
sonally in passive. 

a. 1594 Shaks. Rich. Ill , 1. iv, Every man that means to 
live well, endeavours to trust to himself. 3607 Topsell 
Serpents 116581 591 He endevoureth to disperse and distri- 
bute the knowledge of his Majesty. 1649 Earl Monmouth 
tr. Senaulfs Use of Passions (1671) 306 Tis endeavoured 
to part them from themselves. 1651 in Nicholas Papers 
(1886) 269, I will endeavour .. to save something of my 
estate. 1759 Hume Hist. Eng. III. liii, 133 It was even 
endeavoured to revive the first institution of the college 
of justice. 1883 Froude Short Stud. IV. 1. iv. 44 He [the 
pope] sent the Archbishop of Rouen to England to en- 
deavour to compromise matters. 

j 3 . 1597 Hooker Bed. Pol. v. xv. (r6ii^ 207 The teares of 
their grieued eyes the Prophets indeuoured. .to wipe away. 
c 1620 in Hatton Corr. i 1878) 3 To know God’s will and to 
indever to doe it. 1743 J. Morris Serm. ii. 47 He in- 
deavours to preserve peace. 

b. With clause introduced by that. 

x 6 .. Father Walsh in Scotsman (1883) 17 Sept. 2/6 It 
were more charitable to endeavour that the errors might be 
taken away. 

C. Const after 7 f at. f for. 

1641 French Distill, vi. (1651) 194 All the Chymieall dis- 
coveries are., found out by .. endeavouring after this. 
3649 Jer. Taylor Gt. Exemp. 1. viii. 113 A bloody king en- 
deavoured for his destruction. 1704 Swift T. Tub Author’s 
Apol., Which the world never .. gave them any thanks for 
endeavouring at. xjxx AomsonSpect. No. 106 1*8, I could 
heartily wish that more of our Country-Clergy would . . en- 
deavouraftera handsome Elocution. 1750 Johnson Rambler 
No. 9 ? 9 Every man ought to endeavour at eminence. 
1853 Ht. Martineau Hist. Peace (1877) III. v. ix. 386 He 
was endeavouring after that enjoyment of domestic life. 
i860 Mill Repr. Govt. ii. (1865) 10 If we are endeavouring 
after more riches. 

T 4 . trans. To use effort or pains for ; tp attempt. 
Obs. exc. arch. 

a. 1581 J. Bell H addon's A nsw. Osar. 468 The Lutherans 
..have never endevoured anything more carefully. 1620 
Horae Subseciuas 109 Hate Couetousnesse, but endeuour 
thrift. 1647 Clarendon Hist. Reb. (1703) II. vn. 288 We 
shall . . endeavour the extirpation of Popery. 1656 More 
Antid. A th. (1712) Pref. Qen. , He is to endeavour the adorn- 
ing of himself with such, accomplishments. 1751 Johnson 
Rambler No. 87 ? 6 He who endeavours the cure of our 
intellectual maladies, mistakes their cause. 1818 Jas. Mill 
Brit. India!, m. in. 530 He was stimulated to endeavour 
the restoration. 1871 Ruskin Fors Clav. viii. 17 Had it 
never been endeavoured until now. 

p, 1586 T. B. La Primaud. Fr. Acad. (1589) 405 To in- 
devor the spoile of all that is therein. 1601 R. Johnson 
Kingd. <$• Commw. (1603) A b, I could. .indevor a draught 
of your most Honourable praises. 3672 Marvell .Refi' 
Tramp. 1. 146, I have here indeavoured the utmost in- 
genuity toward Mr. Bayes. 


f b. To try to fulfil (a law). Obs. 

1643 Milton Divorce it. xx. (1851)116 Every act of true 
faith . . as that whereby we endeavour tbe law. 

T 5 . To make a (hostile) attempt upon ; to attack. 
Obs. rare. 

3589 Nashb Almond for P. 17 a, It is nought but a 
learned ministry which their champion Martin endeuors 
1606 R. Turnbull in Spurgeon Treas. Dav. Ps. xv. 5 It 
[teredo] hath such teeth as endeavoureth and consumeth 
the hard timber. [But perh. a nonce- wd. f.EN- 1 4- Devour.] 

, Endeavoured,///, a. rare. [f. Endeavour 
+ -ed !.] That has been tried or attempted. . 

1595 H. Olney in Sidney's Apol. Poetrie (Arb.) 16 Mine 
endeuored hardiment. 

t Endeavour er. Obs. [f. Endeavour v . + 
-ER. j One who endeavours ; an aspirant. 

1586 W. Webbe Disc. Eng. Poetrie (Arb.) 15 Your wor* 
sliyppe cannot chase, but continue your wonted fauourable 
benignitie toward es all the indeuourers to learning. 1645 
J. Lilbukne in Prynne Fresh Disc. Blazing Stars 34 An 
endeavourer to set the Princes of the earth together, by. the 
ears. 1663 Cowley Verses $ Ess, ( 1669) 83 'Tis crowded 
. . with the most burdensome sort of Guests, the En- 
deavourersto be witty. 3709 Steele Tatler No, 367 ? 1 
Labour and Industry will but push the unhappy Endea- 
vourer. .the further off his Wishes. 

Endeavouring (ende-variq), vbl. sb . [f. as 
prec. > -INO > .] The action of the vb. Endeavour. 

1548 R. Hutten Sum of Dminitie L 2 a, Good intencions 
or endeuoringes of reason. 1583 Golding Calvin on Dent. 
vi. 35 An indeuoring to renounce the worlde and all his 
owne affections. 1665 Manley Grotius ' Low-C. Warres 
2 The unhappy endeavouring of Forraign Aid. , 1840 Car- 
lyle Heroes (1858) 261 No dining at Freemason's Tavern 
. < and infinite other jangling and true or false endeavour- 
ing. 1877 Mem. Bp. of Argyll iii. 32 In addition to his 
other endeavourings. • 

Endeavouring ///• a. [f. Endeavour v. 
+ -iNGr^.] That endeavours. Also transf. and 

1628 Milton Poems, Vacat. Exerc. 2 Hail, native Ian- 
guage ! that ... Didst move my first endeavouring tongue 
to speak. 1656 tr. Hobbes Elem . Philos. (1 839) 334 The parts, 
which are pressed by both the endeavouring "bodies. 3856 
Lynch Theofi. Trin. ii. 20 His net of endeavouring thought. 
1876 Geo. Eliot Dan. Der , II. xxiii. 107 The hard, climb- 
ing path of an endeavouring artist. 

t Endeavourment. Obs. rare . [f. ' En- 
deavour v. -ment.J The action of endeavour- 
ing ; = Endeavour sb. 

3523 Skelton Garl. Laurel 460 Your endeuorment So 
have ye done, 3591 Spenser M. Hubberd 208 The good- 
man was meanly well content, Triall to make of his en- 
deuourment, . i 

t Endeavourous, a. Obs. rare- 1 , [f. En- 
deavour sb. + -ous.j Full of endeavour, zealous, 
forward. Hence + Endeavouronsly, adv. 

3597 Beard Theatre Gods Iudgements 48 Whilst hee 
thus strongly and endeauourously emploied himself about 
these affaires, a 3633 Donne Ess. Divinity (1651) 28 For 
no man was euer more endeavourous than he. 

Endebt, -ed : see Ind-. 

Endeca, an incorrect form of Hendeca-, a, 
Gr. evSetca eleven; occurring in Endecagon, a 
plane figure of eleven sides ; Endeca’gynous a. 
Bct.y having eleven pistils; E ^decaphyllous 
a., having eleven leaflets ; Emdecasylla hic a. y 
having eleven syllables ; Emdecasyllable, a verse 
of eleven syllables : see Hendecagon, -gynous, 

-PHYLLOUS, -SYLLABIC, -SYLLABLE. 

Ended (e*nded ),///. a. [f. End v . and sb. + 

-ED.] 

X. That has come to an end. 

1598 Chapman Iliad it. 479 Every ended year, .th’ Athe r 
nian youths please him with offerings. ^ 1599 Shaks. Much 
Ado 1. i. 299 When you went onward in this ended action. 
3677 Sedley Ant. § Cl. v. i. (1766) 191 Let not his blood 
now stain the ended war. 3882 Ellen M. Taylor Madeira 
59 In bidding the ended day farewell. 

2 . [From the sbl] With prefixed adj. or numeral : 
Having its end (of a certain kind) ; having (a cer- 
tain number of) ends. 

Eudeictic (endsd-ktik), a. [ad. Gr. h'Sewn/cos 
f. kvheikvvvaiy f. hv in + hsucvvvtu to show.] Serving 
to show or exhibit; probative. 

(A name of one of the classes into which the Platonic 
Dialogues were divided by ancient grammarians or com- 
mentators. Cf. Diog. Laert. III. 49.) 

1655-60 Stanley Hist. Philos. (1701) 175/1 Agonistick 
[discourse is] Endeictick [or] Anatreptick. 3791 Enfield 
Hist. Philos, I. 215 The Agonistic dialogues, supposed to 
resemble the combat, were either Endeictic, as exhibiting a 
specimen of skill, or Anatreptic presenting the spectacle of 
a perfect defeat. 1855 Butler Led. Anc. Philos. 11874’ 323 
Another classification [of Platonic Dialogues] of great an- 
tiquity is based vpon the style and purpose of the dialogue, 
— as maieutick, anatreptick, endeictick, and so forth. 3870 
tr. Zeller's Plato 97 note. 

t Endei gn, vP Obs. rare. In 4 endeyne, 
endyne. [aa. OF. (sfindaignier L. indignari : 
see Indignant.] intr. To be indignant. Const. 
in, upon. . ; 

338a Wyclif 1 , Kings xxi. 4 Thanne Achab cam into his 
hows, endeynynge, and griitchynge upon the word that 
N aboth Jezraelite hadde spoken to hym. — Wlsd. xu. 27 
In the whiche suffring tnei : endeyneden. Ha. Ivil 0 
Whether vp on these thingus shal not endyne. ■ . 


159 


EiDiia 


ETOEIGHST. 

f Endergn,^. 2 rare. [f.EN-l + Deign z/:] 
reft. Deign. 

a 1400 Relig. Pieces fr. Thornton MS. (1867) 87 [He] 
bat for dule endeynede hym to dye. 

t Endei'gnous, a. Ohs. rare- 1 , [f. Endeign 
gf.i -t- -ons.] Disdainful. Cf Deignous. 

C1400 Test. Love 1. (1560) _ 274/2 If any would [be] en- 
deynous, or pro wd, or be envious. 

t Endement. Ohs. rare- 1 . 

■a 1490 Caxton Eneydos (1889) 16 Entendynge to gyue com- 
forte . . and counseyl, to thendementes [? read thentende- 
mentes] and engynes of the workmen. 

t Endexnete. Ohs. Also 4 enedinete, 5 ed- 
mette, enmotce. [f. Ende + -mete Meat.] Duck- 
weed, 'Lenina minor. 

a 1387 Sinon. Barit. 27 Lentigo super aquam crescit, an oa 
enedmete. c 1440 Promp. Parv. 140 Ende mete [v.r. 
endmete, eridmette, enmotte], lenticula. 

Endemial (end/’mial), a. [f. Gr. bHpu-os of 
or belonging to a state or people + -al.] — En- 
demic a. 

1672 Sir T. Browne Let. Friend § 14. (1881) 137 Ende- 
mial and local infirmities proper unto certain regions. 1683 
W. Harris Pharmacologia xiv. 255 The Dutch have a 
Natural, and Endemial aversion to all Emeticks. 1756 C. 
Lucas Ess. Waters III. 245 We find them subject to no 
particular endemial disorder. 1808 Bentham Sc. Reform 8 
Another vice endemial among lawyers. 1830 Godwin 
Claudes ley III. xii. 237 Not one company of these endemial 
brigands was any longer to be heard of. 

Endemic (ende*mik), a. and sh. [f. Gr. tv in 
+ 877/1-0? people + -IC.] 

A. adj. Constantly or regularly found among a 
(specified) people, or in a (specified) country : esp. 

a. Of plants or animals : Having their ordinary 
habitat in a certain country ; opposed to exotic. 
fo. Of diseases : Habitually prevalent in a certain 
country, and due to permanent local causes. 

*759 Goldsm. Bee No. 1 A deformity which, as it was 
endemic . . it had been the custom . . to look upon as the 

f reatest beauty. 1776 Adam Smith, W. N. I. 1. viii. 77 note, 
amines are periodical , or endemic in Hindostan. 1802 
Med. Jml. VIII. 450 The author . . proceeds . . to show in 
what sense the plague may be termed endemic. 1830-2 
Lyell PHnc.Geol.fit 875) II- in* xii. 413 The endemic, and 
other species of animals and plants in the Atlantic Islands. 
183a Blackie Stud. Lang. 1 An unreflecting habit of routine 
that seems endemic among official men in our country. 1876 
Darwin Cross- Fertil. xi. 4 rs_ Bees .. visit many exotic 
flowers as readily as the endemic kinds. 

B. sh. An endem ic disease. Also fig. 

1662 J. Chandler Van Belmont's Oriat . 191 It is not 
manifest, that Endemicks or things proper to people in the 
Countrey where they live, are drawn by the Arteries. 1809 
W. Irving Knickerb. vn. viii. (1849) 4*7 That talking en- 
demic, so prevalent in this country. 1857 Buckle Civilis. 

I. 11S European diseases, some of which, such as small- 
pox, have passed from epidemics into endemics. 1839 Sat. 
Rev. viii. 261/2 Snobbishness is an insidious endemic. 
Endemical (ende*mikal), a. [f. prec. + -al.] 
- Endemic a. 

, 1657 G. Starkey Belmont's Vind. 92 Those endemical 
malignant vapours, which infect the air. 1684 tr. Bonet's 
Merc. Compit. vi. 208 With the /Egyptians . . the Plague is 
commonly endemical. 1788 Burke Sp. agst. W. Mas tings 
Wks, XI 1 1. 424 Bribery was the ancient, radical, endemical, 
and ruinous distemper of the Company's affairs. 1831 Car- 
lyle Sart. Res. (1858) 94, I mean the epidemic, now en- 
demical, of View-hunting. 1870 J. Cameron Phases Thought 
149 The endemical disorder passing rapidly into epidemical. 

: Endermically, artv. [f. Endemical a. + -ly 2 .] 
In an endemical manner ; as an endemic. 

1661 Hickeringill Jamaica 100 There is no Countrey 
Disease, .endemical ly raging throughout the Isle. 1824-9 
Landor Imag. Conv. (1846) I. 21 It. .prevents the expan- 
sion of principles endemically noxious through incalculable 
ages. 1853 Housch. IVds. XII. 71 Goitre prevails en- 
demically. 

Endemicity (endemi-siti). [f. Endemic a. + 
-ity.] The quality or fact of being endemic. 

1886 Myers Phant. Living 298 The sporadic endemicity 
of certain traditions of folk-lore. 1887 Q. Rev. J an. 206 The 
limits of the area of endemicity. 

+ Ende’mious, a. Ohs. rare- 1 , [f. Gr. hSrj- 
fu-os (see Endemial) + -ous.] = Endemic. 

1684 tr. Bonefs Merc. Compit. x. 37 The lapanois. .in their 
endemious Cod-rupture. 

Endemnify, -ity : see Ind-. 
t Endemo ‘niasm. Ohs. rare— 1 , [f. Gr. Ivin 
-fSat/ttuv, daifiov-os Demon, on analogy of enthu- 
siasm^ Inspiration by a demon. 

*75* Byrom Enthus. Poet. Wks. 1773 II. 24 The variety 
of delusion with which a different spirit may then possess 
its votaries will centre, .in endemoniasm. 

Enden^var. Henden, Ohs., hence. 

Endeniza tion. Ohs. rare. Also indeniza- 
tion, [f. Endenize v. + -ATION.] The process of 
making (a person) a denizen or citizen. 

*579 J Stubbes Gaping Gulf C j, They, .are accompted 
members with us of thys body by endenization or enfraun- 
chisement. '*643, Prynne Open. Gt. Seale 17 Secondly, of 
■Indenization or Enfranchismen t. '268:3 Evelyn Mem. (1857) 

II. 258 There were also another pardon, and two indeniza- 
tions. 1709 L. Milbourne Meliuslnq. 8 Our law-books 
give us an account of endenization. 
t Ende'nize, v, Ohs. Also indenize. [altered 
"form of Endenizen, assimilated to verbs in -ize.J 

1 . trans. To make a denizen or citizen of; to 
naturalize, enfranchise. Also transf. and fig. 


*598 Florio, Pairiare, to endenize, or enfranchise into a 
coun trie, 1603 Daniel Def. Raime (1717)7 Every language 
hath her proper Number or Measure, .which Custom, .doth 
indenize and make natural. 1614 Bargrave (,i6*5) Serm. 
B uj b, Dauid made hast to be indenized, and possessed of 
the Kingdome of Heauen. 1687 Luttrell Brief Ret. (1857 > 
I. 404 Several French, .are lately gott out of France, .and 
the King hath indenized several of them. 

2 L To remove into another order of being; to 
change into a superhuman or supersensuous form, 
and so to ‘ spirit away,’ to ‘ translate \ Hence, to 
metamorphose. 

1610 Healey St. Aug. Citie of God 498 /Eneas was not to 
bee found ; some said he was indenized. 1633 J. Fisher 
1 rue Trojans 11. iii, in Hazl. Pods ley XII. 172 The perverse 
and peevish Are next indeniz’d into wrinkled apes. 

Hence Ende*nized ppl. a., Endemizing vbl. sh. 
x6xo W. Folkingham Art of Survey 1. vii.14 What choice, 
selected, and endenized Hearbes, Plants, Fruits and Physical! 
Simples be implanted and bestowed. 1643 W. Burton tr. 
Alsiedius' Beloved City To Rdr. 2 The generall welcome 
and long entertainment, which the other learned workes of 
this same Authouqhave had in our Schooles. .seemed to me 
not to deny /his piece an endenizing, or freedom e. 

Endenizen (endemizan), v. Forms : 6 en- 
denison, 7 en-, indenizon, indenizen, 6— en- 
denizen. [f. En- 1 -h Denizen.] 

1 . trans. To make a denizen or citizen of; to 
naturalize, enfranchise. Also transf. and fig. 

1592 G. Harvey New Letter 6 Oh that the worthy Du 
Bartas were so endenisoned. a 1637 B. Jonson Eng. Gram. 
Words indenizened, i. e. derived from the Greek, and com- 
monly used as English : as azure, zeal, zephyre, etc. 1652 
U rqui-iart Jewel Wks. (1834) 195 Liberty to endenizon new 
citizens in the commonwealth of languages. *708 Penn in 
Pa. H ist. Soc. Mem. X. 292, I shall get them either natur- 
alized or endenizened by the Queen. 1823 Lamb Elia, 
Detached Th. Bks. 420 The books, .have not endenizened 
themselves, in the national heart. 1830 Godwin Cloudesley 

III. ii. 33, I would have endenisened myself in a country 
where I could make myself respected. 

1 2 . intr. To become a denizen or citizen. Ohs. 
1598 Florio, Inurbarey to endenizen, to become, .a citizen 
or a ciuill man. 

Endent, en denture : see Indent, Indentdee. 

^ + Endemtly, a. or adv. Her. Ohs. rare. Also 
in 6 endentallye. [fi F. endenti indented +• -ly.] 
^ Indented. 

i486 Bk. St. Albans, Her. B iij b, The fifthe quadrate is 
calcte endendy of iij diuerse weis. 1586 Ferne Bias. Ge?itrie 
207 The last of the quadrates finall was called endentallye. 

Endentus. 

1367 Trial Treasure in Hazl. DodsleyYTl. 263 Forof mans 
living here there is no point endentus, Therefore a little 
mirth is worth much sorrow, some say. 

Ender ; e-ndary sh. [f. End v. + -er.] Fie who 
or that which ends. 

a. Fie who or that which puts an end or ter- 
mination to anything. Formerly also, He who 
brings a person to his end. 

c 1386 Chaucer Knight's T. 1918 Myn hertes lady, ender 
ofmylyfl 1587 Turberv. 7 rag. T. 1x837) *93 The day 
thou sawste me last, Was ender of my life. 16x2 Rowlands 
More Knaues Yet 27 When the ender of all mortals comes, 
Pale death. 1675 Baxter Catk. Theol. u. 131 The maker 
but not the ender of Controversies. 1879 R. K. Douglas 
Confucianism iii. 76 Destiny is called the giver and ender 
of life. 

b. He that brings anything to completion. 

1382 Wyclif Bebr. xii. 2 Biholdinge into the maker of 
feith and ender [Vulg. consummator], Ihesu. 1413 Lydg. 
Pilgr. Sowle v. xiv. (1483) xo8 The hooly ghoost that is the 
ender and the fulfiller. 

tE*nder, a. Ohs. Forms: 3-4 endir, -nr, 5 
endyr, 3-5 ender. Also 5 endurs, endris, 
enderes, endyrs, Sc. andyrs. [app. a. or f. 
ON. endr adv., ‘ formerly, else, again’, corresp. to 
Goth. andizfuJT) ‘either’ (eonj.), and perh. to dial. 
Ger. ender , ehnder ‘before, sooner’; the OTeut. 
type *andiz is an adv. in the compar. deg. related 
to And, It seems probable that ender -day , ender- 
night, were originally compounds of the adv., 
though a trace of adjectival flexion occurs in the 
ON, compound endra-nxr ‘at some other time’. 
The forms with final s are of obscure origin.] 

Only in phrase, This ender day , night, year, in- 
dicating a day, etc. recently past. 

a 1300 Cursor M. 4561 Methoghtin drem,bis ender night, 
hat i com in a medu slight. Ibid. 5672 Wil Jtou sla me als 
J?ou has slain his endir dai fce egypcian? c 1330 Arth <§• 
Merl. 917 SoY slepethis ender-night Bi me lay a selcouthe 
wight. 1393 Gower Conf. II. 381 This ender day as I gan 
fare, c 1400 Thomas of Erceldoune 25 (Cambr. MS. c 1430) 
As I me went ]?is Andyrs day ['Thornton Endres daye, 
Lansd. this thender day], fiiast on my way makyng my mone. 
c 1440 Ipomydon 830 I am . . the strange squy^re, That servyd 
my lady this endris yere. c 1450 Guy Warw. tC) 2828 He 
slewe my lordys sone J>e emperowre This endure day in a 
stowre. a 1430 Le M orte A rth. 1017 Thinke ye not on this 
endris day. 

Hence Andersith. adv. [OE. sW time, occasion], 
previously, beforetime. 

a 1300 Cursor M. 2110 Affrik . . That andesith {Fair/. 
sum tide] was cald Libi. Ibid. 24268 (G5tt.) Mi schepe er 
funden, .pat tint war andersith [Edinb. andersipe]. 

t E'nder, v- Ohs. rare— 1 . [? var. of EntEe; 
but cf. * ender implied in next.] intr. To enter. 

4 x325 Sir Tristr. 323 Ysett he ha]> pe long asise And 
endred bep per inne. 


t E nderest, a. Ohs. rare— K [superlative of 
*mder. In dee, inner.] Inmost. 

1430-1530 Myrr. our Ladye 80 Pray se hym. .in the en- 
derest of you re harte for the benefytes. 

Endermatic ^endoimee'tik), a. [f. Gr, &v+ 
Sep^ur- stem ol Upjia skin + -IC.] = next. 

In mod. Diets. 

Endermic (endo-jmik), a. [f. Gr. lv + Upp-a 
skin + -ic.J That acts on the skin, or by pene- 
trating beneath the skin. Endermic method (see 
quot. 1831). 

1831 J. Davies Man. Mat. Med. 263 He administers it by 
the endermic method ; that is, applied in the form of a salve 
on a part deprived of the epidermis. 1875 H. Wood Therap. 
(1879) 21 The endermic method is very rarely employed. 

Endermical (endoumikal), a. [f. Endermic a. 
+ -al.] « prec. Hence Eude'rmically adv., by 
the endermic method. 

1849-52 Todd Cycl. Anat. IV, 1260/1 Certain medicines., 
applied endermically, may induce a similar condition. 1875 

H. Wood 7 'herap. 12879) 164 Veratria is exceedingly irritat- 
ing, .producing when given hypodermically or endermically 
severe pain. 

i E'sxdermost, a. Ohs. rare— 1 . [Irregularly 
f. End sb. y after the analogy of IIindermost, etc.] 
Nearest to the end ; furthest. 

1803 S. Pegge A need. Eng. Lang. 102 Our Cockney has 
analogy to warrant him in his compounds when he talks 
of the endermost house in a street. 

Enderoaa. (emder^n). Thys. [Irregularly f. Gr. 
Iv in + Sip- os, dip-pa skin.] A term introduced 
by Prof. Huxley to denote the inner derm or 
true skin, or any homologous structure. Opposed 
to Ecdeeon. Hence Ender o ntc a. 

1839 Huxley in Todd Cycl. Anat. V. 47 6/x The entire 
internal (deep) area of metamorphosis [I call] the Enderon. 
X87Z Mivart Elem. Anat. 237 The name Enderon is ap- 
plied to the deeper or dermal layer wherever situate. 

Endesith : see End sh. 25. 

Endetted, obs. form of Indebted. 
c 1386 Chaucer Chan. Yem. Prol. <§* T. i8x And yet I am 
endetted so therby Of gold. 1361 tr. Calvin's Foure Godlye 
Serm. ii. sig. Dv, If we be so endetted arid bounde to god. 
Endeure, obs. form of Endure. 
f Endew,^. Ohs. In 6 endue, [f. En- 1 + Dew 
jA] trans. To moisten as with dew ; to bedew. 

c 1510 Barclay Miry. Good Mann. (1570) A iij, Swete 
showres descending with droppes Christaline Endueth the 
dry ground. 

Endew, Endeyne, obs. f. Endue, Endetgn. 
t E'ndfull, a. Ohs. rare— 1 , [f. End sh. + Full.] 
Full of ends or aims ; ambitions, busy. 

Hence ?E*ndfully adv. rare— 1 . (But perhaps 
should be read as two words, end fully.) 

1645 Quarles Sol Recant, v. 58 Bend Thy endfull heart 
to make heav’ns glory th’ end. c 1400 A pol Loll'. 61 He is 
)?e midyl, end, ordeyning, & gouerning, He is endfully con- 
suming & keping. 

t EndiaMeCj, Ohs. rare— 1 . ,[ad. F. endi - 
abler, f. en in + diable devil.] trans. To put a 
devil into, possess as with a devil. 

a 1734 North Exam. (1740) 571 Such an one as might 
best endiablee the Rabble, and set them a bawling against 
Popery. 

t Eudia'biement. Ohs. rare- 1 , [as if a. Fr. 
*endiabhment, f. endiabler : see prec.] Diabolical 
possession. 

a 1734 North Exam. iii. viii. r 35 (1740) 60S There was a 
terrible Rage of Faces made at him [Sir John Moor], as if 
an Endiablement had possessed them all. 

Endiadem, Endiaper : see En- prefix 1. 
Endict, Endight, etc., obs. ff. Indict, Indite. 
Ending (e*ndig), vbl. sh. [f. End v. 1 + -ingF] 

1 . The action of the verb End 1 : termination, 
conclusion, completion : t death, etc. 

c toooAgs. Gosp. Matt. xiii. 39 SoSliee bast rip k worulde 
endung. c 1175 Lamb. Horn. 71 God. -3efe us. .riht scrift 
et ure endunge. c 1330 R. Brunne Ckroti. (1810! 10 Whan 
be Kyng Kynwolf had don his endyng. 1340 Hampole Pr. 
Consc. 34 Swa sal he [God] mak endyng Of alle thing. 1375 
Barbour Bruce in. 276 To bryng All thair empress to gud 
endyng. c 1420 Chron. Vilod. 1 And 3eve me grace to breng 
to godde heyndynge. c 1483 Digby Myst. 1x882) 1. 324, I 
pray god bryng hym to an ille endyng. 1362 Act 5 Elis. 
c. 15 § 1 (Ruffhead), The Expiration and Ending of the 
Statute. X594 Hooker Eccl. Pol. 1. x. (16x1) 33 For the 
ending of strifes touching matters of Christian beleefe. 
1629 Milton Nativity 239 Time is our tedious song should 
here have ending. 1653 Fuller Hist. Cavtb. (1840) 139 
Her death . .did not finally obstruct the ending of St. John's 
College. 1766 Entick London IV, 34 The terms, or times 
for pleading and, ending of causes in the civil courts. x8x8 
Cruise Digest (ed. 2 IV. 72 Every lease must contain a 
sufficient degree of certainty, as to its beginning, continu- 
ance, and ending;. 1848 Clough Bothie 1 The sports were 
now at the ending. 1868 Morris Earthly Par. (1870) II. 
in. 400 A fair ending crowned a troublous day. 

2 . The concluding part of a piece of work, a 
book, etc. ; formerly also, of a space of time. 

c 1400 Rom. Rose 2163 The book is good at the eendyng. 
1635 Pagitt Christianogr. m. (1636) 88 Although we live in 
the latter ending of the world. 1875 Jowett Plato (ed. 2) 

I. 1x4 The Dialogue fails in unity, and has not a proper 
beginning, middle, and ending. 

3 . The last part or termination of an organic 
structure ; an extremity. 

1884 Bower & Scorr De Barf s Phaner. $ Ferns 232 
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ENDLONG. 


With blind endings only in the growing-points and at the 
ends of peripheral branches, 

4 . The concluding 1 part of a word, of a metrical 
line, piece of music, etc, ; also, an inflexional or 
formative suffix. 

1599 Shaks. Much Ado v. ii. 40, I can find out no rhyme 
to lady but baby . . for scorn, horn, .for school, fool, .verie 
ominous endings. 1814 L. Hunt Feast Poets (1815) 7 But 
volumes of endings, lugg'd in as you need ’em, Of hearts 
and imparts. 1857 Helmore Psalter Noted Pref. viii, 
Each of the Tones . . has a variety of endings. 1864 Reader, 
24 Sept 375 Replacing all the endings of its oblique cases 
by their prepositional value. 1875 Jowett Plato (ed. 2; I. 
Introd. 13 The want of case endings. 

5 . attrib.\ esp. f ending -day, the day of death ; 
f ending-post, the winning-post ; ending-stone, 
{U.S.\ a particular kind of millstone (seequots.). 

Chart. Thurkytel in Cod. Dipl. IV. 294 Bute he it 5e 
deppere bete er his ending day. c 1320 Sir Tristr. 1672 
Her loue mi3t no man tvin Til her endingday. 1523 Ld. 
Berners Froiss. I. cccxxxii. 520 At last came his endyng 
day. 1760 R. Heber Horse Matches ix, 29 As she or they 
come in by the ending-post each heat. 1791 * G. Gambado ' 
Acad , Borsem.' xv. (1809) 126 One was seen to arrive at the 
ending Post without his bridle. 1883 E. Ingersoll in 
Harper's Mag. June 76/1 Now the ending-stones are en- 
countered, which break the germinal point off each grain. 
Ending (e*ndiq), ppl. a . [f. End v. 1 + -ing*.] 

1 . That ends, finishes, or puts an end to ; final. 
a 1300 Cursor M. 25863 Cott.) To ending fir sat J>ou be 
send. 1581 Sidney Apol. Poetrie (Arb.) 30 The ending end 
of all earthly learning, being vertuous action. x8a6 E. 
Irving^ Babylon II. vii. 228 This ending act of judgment and 
desolation may begin. 

t 2 . In intr. sense : Dying, near one’s end. Obs. 
1597 Shaks. 2 Hen. IF, iv. v. 80 This bitter taste Yeeld 
his engrossements To the ending Father. 

Hence + E'n&ingly, adv. Obs. 

1611 Cotgr., Periodiquement , endingly, concludingly, or 
towards the conclusion. 

Endip, obs. var. Indxp. 

Endirke^n, obs. form of Endark. 

Enditch : see En- pref} 3. 

Endite, etc., obs. f. of Indict, Indite, etc. 
Endive (e’ndiv). Forms : 5-6 endyve, (5 
endywe), 6-7 endiue, 6- endive, [a. Fr. endive 
— Pr., Sp. and It, endivia late L. *intybea adj. 
fem. f. intibus [intubus, inly bus, -uni). A late Gr. 
evTvfiov (10th c.) is prob. ad. L,)] The name of two 
species of Chicory ( Cichorium , N.O. Composited). 

a. C. Inly bus, now called Wild Endive, Suc- 
cory, or Chicory, indigenous in Europe, and 
common in a wild state in many parts of England, 
b. In mod. use chiefly applied to C. Endivia, , 
alleged by some writers to have been imported 
into Europe from China in the \ 6 th c. Of this there 
are two varieties, the Batavian or broad-leaved, 
formerly called also Scariole, and that with a 
curled or frizzled leaf, which is commonly blanched 
for use as salad, etc. 

Both species have pale blue flowers ; the * blue endive ' of 
the poets is C. Intybus. 

c 2440 Promp. Parv. 140 Endyve, herbe, endivia . *533 
Elyot Cast. Belt he (1541)28 b, Endyve and Scariole be moche 
like in their operation to Cykorie. 1597 Gerard Herbal 
11. xxvii. § 4 Curled Endive hath leaues not vnlike to those of 
the curled or Cabbage Lettuce. 1655 Culpepper Riverius 
1. i. 21 But in Summer we can allow a moderate use of 
Herbs .as Endive, Succory, Sorrel. 1710 Philips Pastorals 
iv. 8 Daisies white and Endive blue. 1720 Gay Poems 
(1745) I. 1 13 Upon her grave the rosemary they threw The 
daisy, butter-flower and endive blue. 1832 Peg. Subst. Food 
302 Endive, .cultivated, if not found wild, in China and 
Japan. 1882 Garden 28 Jan. 62/3 Endive, both curled and 
Batavian, must be got into cold frames and blanched as 
required for use, 

Endizen: see 'Em- pref S 3. 

Endleofan, -leofefia, -lyffca, -leofte, -left, 

obs. forms of Eleven, Eleventh. 

c xvjsLamb. Bom. 117 Endleofte unl>eau is foie beo butan 
steore. c 1300 K. Alts. 5 7 Genner was the endleft [mis- 
printed endlest] Feverel the tweolthe. 

Endless (e-ndles), a. and adv. fOE. pidelcas, 
f. yide, End sb . : see -less.] Having no end. 

1 . Having no end or limit of duration ; unend- 
ing, eternal. 

c 888 K. zElfred Boeth. xxxviii. § 3 pa earmj>a beoj> ende- 
lease j?e ece bio|>. c 1175 Lamb. Bom. 77 Hit seal king 
bon on )>et endelese kineriche. a 1225 Ancr. R. 146 pi 
mede J>et were endeleas ^if J>i god dede were iholen. 1297 
R. Glouc. (1724) 152 ‘ Alas !' he seyde, ‘ }> e deolftil harm, 
}?at ys endeles ! ’ a 1340 H ampole Psalter Ixxv. 4 Lightyn- 
and )>ou wondirfully fra hilles endles [Vulg. a montibus 
xtemis]. 1393 Gower Con/. II. 70 Whos name shall be 
endeles For the merveiles which he wrought. 1450-1530 
Myrr. our Ladye 321 And I byleue endelesse lyfe. 1593 
Shaks. Rich, if, 1. iii. 222 My. . time-bewasted light Shall be 
extinct with age, and endlesse night. 1651 Hobbes Leviath. 
iv. xlvi. 374 Eternity .. an Endlesse Succession of Time. 
17x1 Steele Spec t. No. 75 p 8 Death . . is a short Night 
followed by an endless Day. 2827 Pollok Course T. v, 
Heard the burning of the endless flames. 1850 Tennyson 
In Mem. xlvii. iii, And we shall sit at endless feast. 

b. hyperbolically for : Interminable ; perpetual, 
incessant, constant. 

c 888 K. Alfred Boeth . xxxvi. § 1 pat . . is endeleas 
wundor. 1577 B. Googe Heresbach’s Busb. u. (1586) 52 b, 
To speake of all sortes of hearbes and flowers, were an end- 
lesse labor. 1594 Hooker Feel. Pol. 1. x. (1611) 26 Strife 


and troubles would be endlesse. 1633 P, Fletcher Psalm 
63 There we laid, asteeping Our eyes in endless weeping. 
1655-60 Stanley Hist. Philos. (1701) 103/1 How long a 
night is this, how endless ! 2751 Johnson Rambler IHq. 141 
P 10 It were endless to recount the shifts to which I have 
been reduced. 2796 Burke Regie. Peace Wks. 1842 II. 325 
Ail the multiplied, endless, nameless iniquities. 2820 Keats 
St. Agues xxi, The lover's endless minutes slowly pass'd. 
1847 Lewes Hist. Philos. (1867) I. 213 Hence the endless 
repetitions, divisions, and illustrations of positions almost 
self-evident. 2872 E. Peacock Mabel Heron I. i. 4 Pouring 
out endless platitudes. 

2 . Of things extended in space : Boundless, in- 
finite ; now chiefly with reference to length. For- 
merly also of depth : Bottomless. Often hyper- 
bolical. 

2423 Lydg. Pilgr. Sowle v. i. {1859) 72 The grete 
heuen..is nought endeles, ne infynyte. 1432-50 tr. 
Higden (Rolls! I. 331 In J?e west side he hap pe endeles 
occean. 2594 R. Southwell in Shaks. C. Praise 14 How 
endlesse k your labyrinth of blisse. 2633 P. Fletcher 
Elisa 1. xxiv, Els had the endlesse pit too quickly caught 
me. 1647 Cowley Mistress iv. (1669) 42 By Thee the one 
does changing Nature through Her endless Labyrinths 
pursue. 1856 Kane Arct.Expl. II, xx. 199 Weary of the 
endless waste of ice to seaward. 2864 Mrs. Carlyle Lett. 
III. 238 An old manor house, with endless passages. 1873 
Black Pr. Thule viii. 129 The endless miles of moor. 

3 . Of immaterial things, quality, number, etc. : 
Unbounded, limitless, infinite. 

138 . W' yclif^ S el. Wks. III. 509 pe reule 3 oven of Crist 
of his endeles wisdom and his endeles charitee to mankinde. 
2450-1530 Myrr. our Ladye 4 Of the blessyd endeles 
Trinite. 2595 Shaks. John v. vi. 12 Thou, and endles 
night, Haue done me shame, a 1658 R. Harris in Spurgeon 
Treas. Dav. Ps. exxxvi. 2 Mercy, .is negatively endless . . 
because unboundable for being. 2776 Adam Smith W. N. 

I. 1. xi. 175 For the amusement of those desires which 
cannot be gratified, but which seem altogether endless. 
2863 E. Neale Anal. Th. fy Nat. 53 A phase in itself 
endless, as Kant calls it, since no limit can be put to the 
possible modifications of quality. 1875 Jowett Plata {e d. 2) 
III. 261 The individual man has an endless value in the 
sight of God. 

t b. quaswA (Arithmetical) infinity. Obs. 

1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. xix. exxvi. (1495) 926 The 
nombre lineall begynnyth fro one and is wryte arowe and 
lyne vnto endlesse. 

4 . Having no definite extremity or terminal point 
of length, f a. Endless gut : the colon (perhaps 
including the rectum). Obs. 

c 1450 Poe. in Wr.-W uicker 574 Colon, the endelez gutte. 
Ibid. 603 Podex, the endeles gut. 

b. Meek. Endless band , - cable , - chain , - strap : 
one whose ends are joined for the purpt.se of con- 
tinuous action over wheels, etc. Endless knife, 
saw: a continuous band of steel with either a sharp, 
or a toothed edge for a similar purpose. Endless 
screw: a short length of screw revolving on an 
axis, by which continuous motion is imparted to 
a toothed wheel. 

2816 J. Smith Panorama Sc. A rt I 98 A rapid motion 
is communicated, .by means of an endless strap from a large 
fly wheel. 1822 Imison^c. <$■ Art {ft d. Webster) I. 58 Screws 
with sharp threads, have more friction than those with 
square threads ; and endless screws have more than either. 
2833 Holland Manuf. Metal II. 144 (Cabinet Cycl.) Pro- 
jecting points . . acting m the links of an endless chain. 1854 

J. Hogg Microsc. 1. ii. (1867) 142 By a slight variation in 
their positions produced by an endless-screw motion. 2884 
Health Exhib. Catal. 223/1 One Brazing Machine for endless 
knives. . 2885 Law Times LXXX. 20x^1 The cloth, .being 
caught in an endless leathern band running over a pulley on 
the shaft. 1887 Daily News 8 Feb. 6/3 The cars will be 
worked on the successful endless-cable principle. 

t 5 . ? Fruitless, profitless. Obs. raj’e~ x . 
a 2625 Fletcher Lovers Pilgr. n. iii, All loves are end- 
lesse. 

t B. adv. a. Infinitely, in an infinite degree, 
b. For an infinite period, for ever. Obs. 

c x3z$E. E. Allit. P. A. 737 Hit [the pearl] is endelez 
rounde & b.lyj?e of mode, c 1340 Cursor M. 23326 iTrin.) 
]>ei haue lost hit endeles. 138 . Wyclif Eng. Wks. (1880) 
71 Endeles mercyful 8 c goode lord, helpe pore wrecchide 
prestis. 2398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. viii. i. (1495' 294 
Men saye that a geaunt is endlesse moche. c 1400 Destr. 
Troy 8502 Exiled for euermore endles to sorow. 

Hence + Emdlessbede [see -head], the quality 
or condition of being endless ; eternal existence. 

a 1340 H ampole Cant. Psalter 509 Fra joe wayes of his 
endleshede. 

Endlessly (emdlesli), adv. [f. prec. + -ly 2 .] 
In an endless manner; everlastingly, for ever; 
perpetually, unceasingly. 

c 2400 Apol. Loll. 55 To be quicknid sendlesly. c 2450 
Lonelich Grail xlix. 64 For they ben Goddis endelesly. 
2450-2530 Myrr. our Ladye 4 Endelesly presente in the 
syghte of hys Godly forknowynge. 1509 Fisher Fun. Serm. 
C’tess Richmond (2708) 36 To whome be laude and honoure 
endlessly. 1616 Lane Sqr. Tale xi. 208 Curious galleries. . 
endlesselie roundinge. 2865 Pusey Truth Eng. Ch. 41 Lest 
they should endlessly lose Him. 1878 Huxley Physiogr. 
Pref., The multiform and endlessly shifting phenomena of 
nature. 

Endlessness (e*ndlesnes). [f. as prec. + 

-NESS.] 

1 . The quality of being endless. 

2340 Hampole Pr. Come. 8229 Ffor if endlesnes any end 
moght hald, pan war it endlesnes unproperly cald. 1580 
Hollyband Treas. Fr. Tong , Infinitl , endlesnesse. 2601 
Deacon & Walker Spirits 4- Dive Is 47 There would be a 
progresse in endlesnesse. a 2656 Hales Gold. Rem. (1688) 


382 This dispute for its endlessness was like the mathemati. 
cal line. 2858 Robertson Led. ii. 182 Bewildering the eye 
with the feeling of endlessness. 

2 . concr. Something that has no end. 

a. An infinite or everlasting existence, b. 
Something indefinitely extended or lengthened; 
an infinite space, an interminable length. 

a 1631 Donne Serm. clvii. VI. 258 God hath provided us 
an Endlessness in the world to come. 2820 L. Hunt Indi- 
cator No. 26(2822 ' I. 205 Any thing in the starry endless- 
ness of existence. 2864 Lowell Fireside Trav. 6 Fancy 
decorates him with an endlessness of airy pigtail. * 

Endlong* {e‘nd\py),prep., adv., and a. Forms: 
3 andelong, 3-4 endelong, (4 endelyng), 4- 
endlong, 4 - north, dial, endlang. [The early 
southern ME. endelong, f. ende End sb. + Long, 
seems to have been substituted by popular ety- 
mology for the preposition andlang (see Along 
prep.), the first element of this having ceased to 
be intelligible, while the new compound yielded an 
identical sense (cf. on end , end on, Endaway). In 
purely southern English endelong did not long sur- 
vive, its place being taken by Along, the reduced 
form of the earlier andlang. But from 14th c. on- 
wards endlang, endlong appear (as prep, and adv) 
in northern and midland dialects, where they may 
be f. ON. endelangr, endlangr adj. (f. ende-r End 
+ Ictngr Long), synonymous with OE. andlang adj. 
{ the whole length of 7 . In our quots. the adjec- 
tival use of endlong first occurs in a passage of 
Caxton’s ed. of Trevisa’s Higden, where it is sub- 
stituted for evelong (« Avelonge, oblong', used 
by Trevisa himself. Subsequently (in 17th c.) the 
adv. assumed the sense ‘ on end e end foremost or 
downwards’, in accordance with the analogy of 
words like headlong, sidelong, where -long is a per- 
version of the OE. suffix - lunga . This use still 
occasionally appears in standard Eng. ; the other 
uses are now peculiar to Sc. and northern dialects, 
except as deliberate archaisms. 

Prof. Sievers {Festgaben fur BSktlingk 1888) considers 
that the second element in OE. andlang is not identical 
with Long a., but is directly from the OTeut. vb. * ling-ait, 
lang, lung-ano- to reach, extend. The ON. endlangr, Eng. 
endlong, he regards as altered from andlangr , OE. and- 
lang by popular etymology.] 

A. prep. From end to end of; through or over 
the length of (as opposed to across), following the 
line of, onwards by the side of ; along. Chiefly 
of place, rarely of time . 

a 2225 Juliana 30 Ant healden on hire heauet pat hit time 
endelong hire leofliche bodi. a 1225 St. Marker. 10 Ant 
droh )>a endelong hire ant Jwertouer pref ter pe derewur&e 
taken. 2375 Barbour Bruce hi. 414 Endlang the louchhis 
syd . . besyly thai socht. c 2386 Chaucer Sqrs T. 408 The 
rede blood Ran endelong [v. r. endelyng] the tree. £-2450 
Cookery Bk. 97 Bynde the threde with the frute A-bought 
a rownde spete, endelonge J> e spete. 2470 85 Malory 
Arthur x. lxiv. Sir Helyus . . drofe sir Palomydes ouer- 
thwart and endlonge alle the feld. 2508- Dunbar Gold. 
Targe xv, Ladyes to dance full sobirly assayit . . Endlang 
the lusty rywir. a 1547 Earl Surrey Aeneid iv. 328 Like 
to the foule, that endlong costes and strondes. .flies sweping 
by the sea. 2600 Holland Livy 921 (R.) The singular dis- 
cipline and order of that nation in old time, was going 
downward and endlong many yeeres and ages alredie. 
a 2758 Ramsay Poet. Wks. (.2844) 86 Lay them [thir tangs] 
en'lang his pow or shin. 

B. adv. 

+ 1 . Extended at full length ; at one’s whole 
length ; horizontally. Obs. exc. north, dial. 

*393 Gower Con/, II. 233 And everything in his degre 
endelong upon a bourde he laide. t 2430 Lydg. Bockas 
vii. ix. (1554) 275 a, Beaten he was . . Whipped, scourged, 
endlong and vpright 2864 Atkinson Whitby Gloss., I 
tummeU'd end lang. 

2 . From end to end, lengthwise, longitudinally, 
as distinguished from crosswise or athwart, arch. 
exc. north, dial. 

C2300 Bavelok 2822 Him to binden faste Vpon an asse . . 
Andelong, nouht ouerthwert. c 1386 Chaucer Knfs T. 
2133 Dores. . I-clenched overthward and endelong With Iren 
tough. 2470-85 Malory A rtkurx. lxxxvL(i8i6)i53Thurgh- 
oute alle this reame, endlonge and ouerthwart. 2574 Hyll 
Planting 78 Of eyther [vine] pare away halfe endlong upon 
the pith. 1594 Blundevil Exerc. in. u. vi. ted. 7)382 Foure 
barley kernels couched close together side by side, and not 
endlong, are said to make a finger breadth. 2825 Scott 
Talism. vii, Galloping in full career . . about and around, 
crossways and endlong. 2886 Burton Arab. Nts. (abr. ed.) 
I. 162 The street had been pulled down endlong, 
f 3 . Of motion in a longitudinal direction : Right 
along, straight on, straight through, Obs. exc. 
north, dial. 

1375 Barbour Bruce xvi. 548 Endlang furth held thai 
thar vay. 2470-85 Malory Arthur x. Ixviii. These four 
knyghtes came into the feld endlonge and thurgh. 1527 
Torkington Pilgr. (2884) 47 An howge . . Serpent . . ranne 
endlong vpon the ryght Syde of the Chirche wall. 2700 
Dryden Pal. fy Arc. m. 692 Spurring at full speed, ran end- 
long on. 1854 H. Miller Sch. <5- Schm . ix. (1857) 186 He 
was driven endlong against the wall of the kiln. 

b. Of speech : Continuously. 

1815 Scott Guy M. xi, He never could preach five words 
of a sermon endlang. 

4 . On end, perpendicularly, vertically. 
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1600 Holland Livy in. xxviii. 107 They., set two of 
them [speares] pitched in the ground endlong, and the third 
overthwart. 1656 Heylin Surv. France 148 They stood 
not up endlong but lay one upon the other. 1735 Pope 
Qdyss. x. 667 Fall endlong from the roof the sleeper fell, 
And snap’d the spinal joint. 

C, ctdj. 

■f 1 . Extended lengthwise, oblong. Obs. 

1480 Caxton Treviso! $ Higden (Roils) II. 55 Britayne is 
endlong [1387 Trevisa eve longe] and larger in the myddel 
than in thendes. 1541 R. Copland Guydon's Quest. CM - 
rurg . , Of what shape is the stomacke ? . . It is rounde end- 
long. 

2 . (Adjectival nse of B. 4 ; cf< headlong adj.) 
Set on end, perpendicular, rare. 

1716 M. Davies Ath. Brit. II. 203 His Grace’s Wife 
being in that end-long Posture [viz., head downwards in 
a chest] was in jeopardy to break her neck. 1840 Brown- 
ing Bordello in. 347 Giant rushes, .grew Like demons’ end- 
longtresses. 

f E'ndlonges, -gs, adv. and prep. Obs. or 
dial. [f. Endlong with adverbial genitive ending, 
as i nalway(s, betime(s, etc.] = Endlong, q. v. 

A. adv. 

1473 Warkw. Ckron. 22 It flammed Endlonges fro the Est 
to the Weste. 1593 Nashe Christ's T. (1613) 63 Many 
goodly streets end-longs to the very earth they encmdred. 

B. prep. 

c 1380 Sir F crumb. 498 Endelonges is side |?at blod him 
ran. 1515 in Pitcairn Crint . Trials I. 262* To pass end- 
langis the Cost. 

t E’ndly, a. and adv. Obs . Also 5 eendli, 
endely(e, endlyche. [f. End sb. + -ly 1 , 2 .] 

A. adj. a. Conclusive, final. 1 b. Extreme, ex- 
cessive. 

1436 Pol. Poems (1859) II. 201 Ane endely processe of 
pease by auctorite. c 147s Partenay 4011 It goth vnto de- 
cline, Rather or later to an endly fine. 1494 Fabyan vii. 
558 Toke therwith such an endelye fere, that he fell ther- 
with dystraught. 

B. adv. a. At last, finally. Tb. Extremely, very. 

c 1410 Love Bonavent. Mirr . iii. (Gibbs MS.) Sche was 

endlyche borgh plente of chary te knytte to hire blessed 
sone. c 1440 Generydes 4844 The whiche was endly fayre. 
c 1449 Pecock Repr. iv. vii. 462 And so fjmali and eendli y 
mai conclude. 

Endmete, var. of Endemete. Obs. 
E'ndmost, a. rare. [f. End sb. on analogy of 
hindmost ; Bosw.-Toller cites OE. endemmt from 
Diets.] Nearest to the end, furthest, most distant. 

1775 in Ash. 1819 in Pantologia. 1879 Browning Ivan 
Ivanov, 2 96 And see, a rose-light dyes The endmost snow. 

Endo- (e*nd<? ; before two unstressed syllables 
endp*), prefix (before a vowel sometimes reduced 
to end-), employed as comb, form of Gr. evdov 
within, in many compounds of mod. formation, 
as Emdarteri'tis, E’n&o-arteri’tis [see Arteri- 
tis], Pathol ., inflammation of the inner coat of 
an artery. B^ndoclwralom., Anal, [see Chorion], 
the inner layer of the chorion or membrane that 
encloses the foetus. Emdoclirome (see quot). 
En&ocrane [Gr. itphviov skull ; also in Lat. form 
endocra-nium ], the inner surface of the skull. 
Em&ocyst (see quots., also Cyst and Ectocyst). 
Eudogna’tlial a., Zool . [Gr. yv & Q-os jaw + -al], 
that is placed within the jaw; endognathal palp, 
a palpiform appendage in certain Crustacea. 
Emdolary'ngeal a [efi Laryngeal], pertaining 
to the interior of the larynx ; hence Em&olarym- 
g-eally adv. Sndolith [Gr. A tOos stone], one of 
a number of coloured designs on slabs of marble 
or ivory, sawn from a block on the surface 
of which chemically prepared colour has been 
laid, that permeates the material; hence Endo- 
li'thic a. Emdolyinpli, Anat. [see Lymke], the 
fluid contained in the membranous labyrinth of 
the ear. Endome'trial a., pertaining to E ndo- 
metri'tis, Pathol . [Gr. y^rpa womb + -ITIS ( = 
Gr. -fm)], inflammation of the lining membrane 
of the womb. Endo'metry, Med. [Gr. -perpta ; 
see -metry], the measurement of an internal 
part. Endomorph, Min. [Gr. pop<pr) form] (see 
quot.). Endopa’rasite, Zool., an animal that 
lives and finds nourishment in the internal organs 
of another ; hence Emdoparasrtic a. Emdo- 
pMebi'tis, Pathol . [Gr. <f> Xip, <pk€ 0 os vein + -ITIS 
(a. Gr. -ms)], inflammation of the lining mem- 
brane of a vein. E'ndoph.rag’m [Gr. (f>paypa 
partition], a. Pot. a transverse diaphragm or 
septum; b. Zool. the chitinous covering of the 
neural canal in the thorax of some Crustacea ; 
hence Endophragnial a. EndopLyllous a. 
Bot. [Gr. <f>vWov leaf + -0U s] (see quot.). Endo- 
phyte, Bot. [Gr. <pvr6v plant], fa. (see quot. 
1835) » b. a plant growing inside another, an 
internal fungus. Endoplasm [Gr. ttKaapa some- 
thing moulded or formed] (see quot. ; cf. Ecto- 
plasm s. v. Ecto-). Emdoplast [Gr. -nkavTbs 
formed], ‘ a large protoplasmic corpuscle in the 
external parenchyma of the body of the Infusoria *. 


(Syd. Soc . Lex!) ; hence Bndopla’stic a . ; Bnd®» ’ 
plas*tule [see -ule], 1 a bright rod-like mass 
lying in the interior or on the outside of the endo- 
plast of Protozoa ; supposed to be a male sexual 
organ * (Syd. Soc. Lex.'). Endoplen-ra, Bot. [Gr. 
irknvpa side], the internal covering of a seed,. Hence 
Endopletrrite, Zool. [see precj, the portion of the 
apod erne of the thorax in Crustacea, which arises 
from the interepimeral membrane connecting each 
pair of somites. Endo*podite [Gr. irovs irod-bs 
foot + -ite], ‘ the innermost of the two processes 
appended to the basal process of the hinder limbs 
of some of the Crustacea 3 {Syd. Soc. Lex.). En- 
do-ptile a. Bot . [Gr. irrikov feather], ‘ said of an 
embryo, whose plumule is rolled up by the coty- 
ledon, as in endogens’ ( Treas . Bot.). E'ndo(r)- 
rMs, Bot. [Gr. pi(a root], 4 the sheath-enclosed 
radicle of an endorrhizous plant, which does not 
lengthen, but gives origin from its termination or 
from its sides to short rootlets’ iSyd. Soc. Lex.). 
Hence Endor(r)hi‘zal, -ous, adjs. Euidosarc, 
Zool. [Gr. aapj <rapK-os flesh], the inner sarcode-layer 
of certain rhizopods, such as the Amoeba. Endo- 
scope, Med. [Gr. -okotcos watching], ‘an instru- 
ment so arranged as to give a view of some internal 
part of the body through a natural canal ’ (Syd. 
Soc. Lex.). Hence Endosco'pic a. Endo’scopy, 
the examination of internal parts by means of the 
endoscope. EmdoskeTetal, of or pertaining to 
the EndoskeTeton, Anat. [see Skeleton], the in- 
ternal framework of the Vertebrata , consisting of 
bone and cartilage, as distinguished from the bony 
and leathery integuments of some animals. En- 
dosperm, Bot. [Gr. cr7 nppa seed], the nutritive 
element, also called albumen, enclosed with the 
embryo in many seeds ; hence En&aspe*xmic a . 
Emdospore, Bot. [Gr. enropa sowing], a. the 
inner coat of a spore in lichens ; b. a spore formed 
in the interior of a theca ; hence Endospo rous 
a., a term applied to fungi whose spores are con- 
tained in a case. Endo*steal a., Anat. [see -al], 
pertaining to the endosteum (q. v. below) ; hence 
Endo steally adv. Endoste-mite, Zool. [Gr. 
orbpvov breast + -ite], the portion of the apodeme 
of the thorax in Crustacea which arises from the 
intersternal membrane. Endo*stenm, Anat. [mod. 
L., f. Gr. 60 T€ov bone], the internal periosteum. 
Endo'stoma, Zool. [Gr. <tt6p<l mouth] (see quot). 
E'ndostome, Bot. [see prec.], the aperture in the 
inner integument of an ovule. Endosto’sis [Gr, 
oariov bone, on the analogy of h^bareoais], an 
internal growth of bone. Endostyle, Zool. [Gr. 
orvkos column], 4 a rigid, hollow, whitish, rod-like 
structure on the floor of the ventral groove of 
Tunicata‘ > (Syd. Soc. Lex). Hence Endostylic a. 
Endothe*ca [Gr. erj/cr) case], a. Zool., the inner 
layer of the wall of the sac of the gonosome of 
the Hydrozoa ; b. Bot., the inner membrane of 
the wall of the cells of the anther. Hence Endo- 
tLe*cal a., (dissepiments) horizontal plates grow- 
ing inwards from the septa of a corallite (Syd. 
Soc. Lex). Endotlie’lial a., relating to endothe- 
lium. Eudotlielioid a., resembling endothelium. 
Endothe-lium, Phys. [Gr. OrfXrj nipple], the layer 
of cells lining a bloodvessel or serous cavity, in 
structure similar to Epithelium. Also pi. En- 
dothe lia, vessel-cells. 

1866 A. Flint Princ. Med. (1880) 196 ^Endarteritis. 
1876 tr. Wagner's Gen. Pathol. 161 An habitual use of 
alcohol . . causes chronic endarteritis. 1857 Bullock Ca - 
zeaux Midwif. 195 The internal or allantoid is essen- 
tially vascular, and has been denominated the *endochorion. 
1835 Lindley Introd. Bot. (1848) II. 121 *Endochrome, 
the granular contents of spores and sporidia. 1884 Syd. 
Soc. Lex,, Endochrome .. specially applied to the colour- 
ing matter of vegetable cells when any other colour than 
een. 1878 Bartley tr. Topinardls Antkrop. 11. iii. 294 
ow much more [importance] should we [attach] to its 
interior or *endocrane? 1877 Huxley Anat. Inv . An. vii. 
403 In addition to these externally visible sclerites, there is 
a sort of internal skeleton {*enaocranium or tentorium). 
1873 Nicholson Palseont. 19 1 The *endocyst is invariably 
flexible and membranous. 1880 Athenaeum 23 Oct. 
536/1 Within the cell [in Polyzoa] comes the body- wall 
known as the endocyst. 1877 Huxley Anat. Inv. An. 
vi. 345 The *endognathal palp. 1888 Sir M. Mackenzie 
Frederick theJVobleigx, I had twice done an *endolaryngeal 
operation on this patient. Ibid. 230 By previously re- 
moving a portion *endolaryngeally. 1884 Globe 29 Apr., 
Dr. Hand-Smith’s *Endoliths at Piccadilly Hall, 1886 
Pall Mall G. 12 Bee. 8/2 Dr. Hand-Smith lent a splendid 
endolith of Lord Beaconsfield and various *endolithic 
marbles. 2836-9 Todd Cycl. Anat. II. 539/1 The *endo- 
lymph is in birds as limpid as in the Mammifera. 1878 
Foster Phys. 111. iii. § 2. 449 Waves of sound can and do 
reach the endolymph of the labyrinth by direct conduction 
through the skull 2859 Todd Cycl. Anat. V. 702/2 *Endo- 
metrial inflammations have been distinguished . . as croupy 
. . catarrhal, and the like, 2873 F. Thomas Dis. Worn. 217 
Senile ^endometritis. 2876 tr. Wagner's Gen. Pathol . 592 


Puerperal endometritis. 2878 Bartley tr. Tojtinard* s An - 
throp. n. iii. 244 We shall only mention two of them. . *endo- 
metry and endoscopy. 2882 Geikie Text-bk. Geol. 11. il 
§ 2. 61 A mineral which encloses another has been called a 
Perimorph ; one enclosed within another an ^Endomorph. 
2884 P. Geddes in Ency. Brit. XVIII. 261 *Endoparasites 
he [Leuckart] divides according to, etc. 1883 A thenaettm 
24 Mar. 381/3 Simondsia is a genus of *endoparasitic 
nematodes. 2874 Jones & Siev. Pathol. Anat. 400 *En- 
dophlebitis is hardly seen in an acute form. 2877 Hux- 
ley Anat. Inv. An. vi. 333 A complex mass of fibres, 
which is attached in part to the *endophragms of the 
thorax in front. Ibid. 361 A strong apodeme . . passing 
inwards and forwards meets with its fellow, to form an. 
*endophragmal arch, which supports the oesophagus and 
stomach. 1835 Lindley Introd. Bot. (1848) II 65 Du- 
mortier adds to these names ^endophyllous . . because the 
young leaves of monocotyledons are evolved from within 
a sheath. Ibid. 1 . 21 A division . . separates, in trees, the bark 
from the internal part, or *endophy te as he [Count de Tristan] 
terms it. 2854 J. Hogg Microscope n. i. (2867)293 Endophytes 
.. originate from germs which penetrate healthy plants 
and develop a mycelium. 2883 J. E. Ady in Knowledge 
15 June 355/2 Its [Amoeba’s] jelly-like body becomes faintly 
parcelled out into an outer firm (ectoplasm) and an inner 
soft (^endoplasm) layer. 1859 Todd Cycl. Anat. V. 475/1 
On the outer side of the line Jie the close-set *endop!asts of 
the deepest layer of the epidermis. 1877 Huxley Anat. 
Inv. An. i. 47 The endoplast may take on more and more 
definitely the characters of a reproductive organ. Ibid. ii. 
95 Magosphsera is thus very nearly an *endoplastic repe- 
tition of the moneran Protomonas. Ibid. 96 Nor do any 
of them exhibit a structure analogous to the *endoplastule 
of the Ciliata. 2842 Gray Struct. Bot . viii. (i88o> 306 The 
inner coat, called . . *Endopleura . . is always conformed to 
the nucleus. 1870 Bentley^ Bot. 332 The endopleura is gen- 
erally of a soft and delicate nature. 1877 Huxley Inv. 
An. vi. 310 The *endopleurite, likewise, divides into three 
apophyses. 2870 Rolleston A tiim. Life 94 Two multiarticu- 
late filaments representing an ‘ exopodite ’ and an *‘endopo~ 
dite 1877 Huxley Anat. Inv. An. vi. 281 To this end the 
joints of the endopodite are greatly expanded, and converted 
into a hemispherical bowl. 2869 Nicholson Zoology 43 
The *endosarc contains the only organs possessed by the 
animal. 2877 Huxley Anat. Inv. An, xii. 659 The line of 
separation between the endosarc and the ectosarc. 2861 
Bumstead Ven. Dis. (1879) * n learning the use of the 
^Endoscope . , commence with the simplest instruments. 187a 
Thomas Dis . Worn. 93 If the cervix be dilated, the endo- 
scope may be at once introduced. 2861 Bumstead Ven. 
Dis. (1879) 90 An ^endoscopic examination is attempted. 
Ibid. 87 Writers on ^endoscopy. 2883 Holmes Surgery (ed. 
3) III. 214 Endoscopy is of very little value in stricture. 
1883 Aihenzetim 30 June 833/1 The muscular and *endo- 
skeletal systems of Limulus and Scorpio. 1839-47 Todd 
Cycl. Anat. III. 846/2 The .. skeleton and *endoskeleton 
. .become appendages one of the other. 2872 Nicholson 
Palseoni. 30 Some of the fishes, .possess no ‘ endoskeleton \ 
2877 Huxley Anat. Inv. An. i. 53 Old Echinoderms have 
a calcareous endoskeleton. c 1850 Nat. Encycl. 1 . 388 It is 
also named * endosperm. 2875 Darwin Insectiv. PI. xv. 302 
The endosperm is not actually united with . . the embryo. 
288s Vines Sacks* Bot. 227 A special mass of tissue, the so- 
called Endosperm. 1875 Cooke Fungi 23 The covering of 
the spore is double consisting of an exospore and an 
*endospore. 1882 Vines Sacks' Bot. 277 An external rough 
dark-brown exospore and an inner endospore. 2878 T. 
Bryant Pract. Surg. I. 537 The *endosteal membrane. . 
lines the bone. 2870 Rolleston Anim. Life 39 This 
merely *endosteally ossified bone. 2877 Huxley Anat. 
Inv. An. vi. 309 Each *endostemite is distinguishable into 
three apophyses. _ 18, . Carpenter Physiol. (2882) 48 [The 
shaft of a bone] is lined by a . . delicate layer of the same 
tissue, to which the term ‘^endosteum’ is applied. 1877 
Huxley Anat. Inv. An. vi. 341 And the plate [inAstacus] 
which stretches backwards and supports the labrum, within 
its posterior forked boundary, is the *endostoma. 2835 Lind- 
ley Introd. Bot. (1848 1 . 21 In the language of Mirbel, exo- 
stome in the outer integument, and *endostome in the inner 
integument. 1842 Gray Struct. Bot . vi. § 8 (1880) 277 When 
the ovule has two coats, the foramen of the outer one is 
called Exostome, of the innerEndostome ; literally the outer 
and the inner orifice. _ 1870 Rolleston Anim. Life 38 Ossi- 
fied both by ectostosis and *Endostosis. 1854 Woodward 
Molluscai 1856) 345 In Salpa. .the dorsal sinus contains the 
long tubular filament called the *endostyle. 1877 Huxley 
Anat. Inv. An. x. 597 On each side of the endostyle the 
posterior part of the haemal wall of the pharynx presents 
two oval apertures. Ibid. 612 The *endostylic cone elon- 

f ates. 2833 A thenasum 10 Feb. 288/3 Edwards and Haime 
escribed, .the absence of *endothecal dissepiments. 1876 
tr. Wagneps Gen. Pathol. 250 The lymphatic capillaries 
have an ^endothelial covering. 1866 A. Flint Princ. Med. 
(1880) 225 The tubercles present the typical *endothelioid 
and giant-celled structure. 2872 Peaslee Ovar. Tumours 
5 The ^endothelium of blood-vessels. 1876 tr. Wagner's 
Gen. Pathol. 227 Their endothelia are more easily sepa- 
rated. 2882 Mivart Cat 189 The layer of epithelium thus 
lining a serous cavity is called endothelium. 

Endocardial (endtfkaudial), a. Phys. [f. Gr. 
€p8o-v (see Endo-) + fcapSta heart + -al.] 

a. That is within the heart, b. Relating to 
the endocardium. 

2847-9 Todd Cycl. Anat. IV. 139/2 Induration -matter , . 
appears on the endocardial and valvular surfaces. 1862 T. 
Graham Pract. Med. 329 Endocardial inflammation 2877 
Roberts Handbk. Med. (ed. 3) II. 7 Abnormal sounds ori- 
ginating within the heart, named endocardial murmurs. 

Endocarditis (e-ndflikaidortis). Med. [f. En- 
docardi-um r -itis.] Inflammation of the lining 
membrane of the heart. Hence Endocarditic 
(-di’tik) a., of or pertaining to endocarditis. 

2836-9 Todd Cycl. Anat. II. 646/2 Chronic endocarditis 
affects the valves of the heart. 1866 A. Flint Princ. Med. 
(1880) 335 Simultaneous involvement of the mitral valve 
in the endocarditic process. 1882 Pop. Sc. Monthly XX. 
712 Trivial injuries to the mitral-valve curtains by endo- 
carditis. 
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il Bjldocardillltt •(endflkaudii^ni) , Phys. [mod. 
L., f. Gr. erSo-v (see Endo-) + mpdi-a heart.] 
The smooth membrane lining the; cavities of the 
heart ■ ' ' ' " . 

1872 Huxley Phys. H. 36 There is an internal . . lining 
called the endocardium. 1877 Roberts Handbk. Med. 
(ed. 3) II. 36 It rarely happens that the endocardium isseen 
in the early period of inflammation. 

Endocarp (emd<?kaip). Bot. [f. as prec. + 
Gr. rcapn-os fruit.] The inner layer of a pericarp, 
which lines the cavity containing the seeds. It 
is fleshy, as in the orange ; membranous, as in the 
apple ; or hard, as in the peach. 

1830 Lindley Nat. Syst . Bot. 132 Fruit consisting of 
several capsules .. . the endocarp separating entirely from the 
sarcocarp. 1835 — Introd. Bot. ( 1848 ill. 3 In the peach, .the 
stone [is] the endocarp or putamen. 1883 Evcmg. Mag. 
Oct. 460 The stone in the centre is. .not the seed. . but the 
‘endocarp’ become stony by thickening and hardening of 
its cells. 

Endoee, variant of Endoss v., Obs, 
Endochorion, -chrome, -crane : see Endo-. 
t Ell&d’ctrme, V. Obs. rare. [ad. OF. en- 
doctrimr : see En- 1 and Doctrine sbf\ tram. 
To train, instruct; == Indoctrinate. 

C1500 Melusine (1889) 258 This lady had . . a sone .. 
whiche was fayre and wel endoctryned. Ibid. 186 To en- 
doctrine them, & shew to tham the way of good governance. 
1633 Donne Hist. Sept. 2 (T. ) Ptolomeus Philadelphus was 
endoctrined, in the science of good letters, by Strabo. 

Endocyst : see Endo-. 

Endoderm (emd^dojcm). [f. Gr. & 8 o~v (see 
Endo-) + hkpfi-a skin.] 

1 . Bot. a. A layer of large cambium cells lying 
beneath the liber, b. The inner layer of the wall 
of. a vegetable cell. 

1835 Lindley Introd. Bot. [1848 ' I. 193 The cellular face 
of the liber. .A.. Richard distinguishes by the name of sub- 
liberian layer, or Endoderm. 

2 . Biol. a. The inner layer of the blastoderm, 
b. The lining of the internal cavity of the Ccelen- 
terata . 

1861 J. R. Greene Man. A nim. Kingd., Ccelent 21 The 
endoderm, whose free surface forms the lining of the large 
internal cavity. 1862 H. Spencer First Prim, n.xix. § 152 
(1875)417 The. .blastoderm.. divides into two layers.. the 
ectoderm and the endoderm. 1877 Huxley Anat. Inv. An. 
iii. 113 The endoderm . . is composed of a layer of very dis- 
tinct cells. 

Hence Sndode'rmal, Endode*rmic, adjs., per- 
taining to or of the nature of an endoderm ; 
XSndode*rxnis [on the analogy of epidermis], Bot. 
1877 Huxley Anat. Inv. An. i. 57 The endodermal lining 
of the enterocode. Ibid. iii. 114 The flagellaa of the endo- 
dermic cells. 1884 Rower & Scott De Barfs Phaner. 
# Ferns 12 1 The endodermis is a sheath consisting in all 
cases of one single layer of cells, 

Endogamcms (end^rgamss), a. [f. Gr. lvlo-v 
(see Endo-) -f 7 apt-os marriage -f -Otis.] Character- 
ized by, of the nature of, or pertaining to, endo- 
gamy. 

1865 Me Lennan Prim. Marriage iii. 48 Tribes which we 
shall call endogamous tribes. 1875 Lubbock Orig. Civiliz . 
iii. 1x5 Tribes which have marriage by capture and yet are 
endogamous. 1880 Academy 10 July 26 The opinion of the 
ancient Arabs — that the children of endogamous marriages 
are weakly and lean. 

Endogamy (endp-gami). [f. as prec. on the 
analogy of polygamy f\ The custom of marrying 
only within the limits of a clan or tribe. Hence 
En&ogarmic a. [see -ic], pertaining to endogamy. 

1865 Me Lennan Prim. Marriage 48 note, The words 
endogamy, and exogamy are new. 1875 Lubbock Orig. 
Civiliz. iii. 95 Some tnbes branched off into endogamy, 
others into exogamy. 1873 Cmtemp. Rev. XXII. 423 The 
transition , -from the exogamic to the endogamic system. 
Endogen (e'ndfld&en). Bot. [Fr. endogpne (De 
Candolle 1 813) f. Gr. evdo-v (see Endo-) + -yevfy 
born, produced. (A Gr. tvdoyevrjs is found with 
sense ‘ bom in the house ’V] A plant in which 
new wood is developed in the interior of the stem, 
which is not differentiated into wood and bark; 
opposed to Exogen. Also jig. 

Hence Endogenerity [badly formed after homo - 
geneity], the fact of being Endogenous. 

. 1842 Gray Struct. Bot. iii. §• 3 (1880) 70 Endogenous, or 
inside growing, and for such plants the name of Endogen- 
ous Plants, or Endogens. 1867 J. Martineau Ess. II. 167 
Man is still definable as a mere intellectual endogen. 1872 
H. Macmillan True Vine iii. 76 The peculiarity of the en- 
dogen is to be simple and unbranched in all its parts. 1835 
Lindley Introd. Bot. (1848) I. 234 What is called Endo- 
geneity. 

Endogenous (end^-d^inas), a. [f. prec. + 
-otis.] a. Growing from within, b. Path, (see 
quot. 1883). <*• Of or pertaining to an Endogen. 

Hence Endo genously adv., in an endogenous 
manner, 

1830 Lindley Nat. Syst.^ Bot, Introd. 20 Palms, which 
are endogenous in the strictest sense of the word 1856 
Emerson Eng. Traits, Relig. Wks. (Bohn) II. 100 No 
chemist has prospered in the attempt to crystallize a reli- 
gion. It is endogenous, like the skin. 1874 Lubbock Wild 
Flowers iii 48 Endogenous plants . . are those in which the 
bud is developed from a sheath-like cavity on one side of 
the cotyledon. 1876 tr. Wagneds Gen. Pathol. 250 Oser 
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also holds to the endogenous formation of cells. . Ibid. The 
endogenously formed pus-corpuscle is born in the conjunc- 
tiva of the rabbit like a young trout. 3883 Fortn. Rev. 

1 Aug. 177 An endogenous contagion is one that passes 
direct from the sick body to the sound. 

Endognatlial, -lith : see Endo-. 

Endolonr (end p h-i), v. rare . [a. Fr. endo- 
lorir : see En- 1 and Dolour.] tram. To plunge 
in grief. 

1884 J. Payne Tales fr. Arabic II. 101 A heart endolored. 

Endolymph, endometrial, etc. : see Endo-. 

t Endo re, v. Obs . Also 4 endorre, 5 6 en- 
dour. [a. OF. endore-r to gild.] T o cover with 
a yellow glaze of yolk of egg, saffron, etc. 

Hence Endowed ppl a., Endo-ring vbl. sb. f 
coner. a glaze of yolk of egg, etc. 

? c 1390 Form ofCury (1780) xo6 Put yt on a broche and 
rost yt and endorre yt wyth 3olkys of eyryn. ? a 1460 Morte 
Arth. 199 Ffesauntezenflureschit in flammande silver With 
darielles endordide, and daynteez ynewe. C2420 Anturs 
of Arth, xxxvi, Ryche daintes en-doret, in dyssnes bi-dene. 
c 1420 Liber Cocorum (1862) 37 Endore hit wit 3olkes of 
egges then. CX450 15 th C. Cookery Bks. 98 Endore the 
coffyn withoute with saffron- & almond mylke. ^ c 1450 
Noble Bk. Cookry (Napier 1882) 66 When the endoringe is 
stiff let them rost no more, c 1460 Tcnvneley Myst. 90 Here 
is to recorde the leg of a goys, With chekyns endorde, 
pork, partryk, toroys. 15x3 Bk. Keruynge in Babees Bk. 
278 Chekyns or endowred pygyons. 

Endored, obs. var. of Adored, ppl. a. 

Endor(r hiz, -al, -ous : see Endo-. 

Endorsable (endp-isabT, a. Also 8-9 indors- 
able, en-, indorsible. [f. Endorse v. + -able.] 
That may or can be endorsed. 

1704 Act 3 # 4 Anne c. 8 § 1 Every such note . . shall be 
assignable or indorsible. 1767 Blacks tone Comm. II. 467 
These also, .are made assignable and indorsable in like 
manner. 1809 R. Langford Introd. Trade 12 A Promis- 
sory Note, .is endorsible from one person to another. Ibid. 
20 The latter act. .renders them indorsable. 

Endorsation, var. Indorsation, endorsement. 

EndQTSe, (end § us), sb. Also 6 endorce, 
7 endors. [app. f. Endorse v. ; but the reason for 
the name in sense 1 is obscure.] 

1 . Her. A vertical division of a shield, one-eighth 
(others say one fourth) of the breadth of a Pale. 
According to some of the early writers, so called 
only when a pale is between two of them ; but 
others deny this. 

1572 Bossf.wkll A rmojie 12 An Endorce . . is the fourth 
parte of the Pallet. x66x Morgan Sph. Gentry 11. iii. 33 
The Pale, .is divided again into the pallet, which is half the 
pale, and the Endors which is half the pallet. 1725 Brad- 
ley Fam. Diet., Endorse, . the eighth Part of a Pale. 1864 
Boutell Heraldry , Hist. 4 Pop. v. 23 A Pale between 
two Endorses is said to be endorsed. 

f 2 . ? The reverse of a coin. Obs. rare - 1 . 

x688 R. Holme Armoury m. 32/1 A Doller of Saxony 
. . [had] on the Endorse two Mens Heads. 

Endorse, indorse (en-, ind^us), V. Forms: 
a. 6 endorce, 7- endorse. B. 7 indoree, 6- 
indorse. [Altered form of ME. endosse (see En- 
doss), assimilated to the equivalent med.L. in - 
dorsdre f. in upon + dorsum back, which was used 
in law-books in sense 1; cf. the OF. gloss 1 in- 
dorso, endorseir * cited by Godef. 

The form endorse is more frequent in commercial and 
general literary use, but indorse is more usual in law-books.] 
I. To write on the back of something. 

1 . trans. To write on the back of (a document') ; 
to inscribe (words) on (the back of) a document, 
a. In general sense : e.g. to inscribe (a document) 
on the back with words indicating the nature of 
its contents, one’s opinion of its value, some ex- 
tension or limitation of its provisions, etc. lb. 
Comm. To sign one’s name on the back of (a bill, 
promissory note, or cheque). C. To endorse (a 
sum of money) off\ to write on the back of a bill, 
etc. a receipt for a portion of its amount. 

A bill, cheque, etc. payable ‘ to order’ must be * endorsed ’ 
by the payee before it can be paid. If endorsed in blank 
(i. e. without the addition of words making xt payable to 
a particular person), it becomes payable ‘ to bearer Such 
documents may also be * endorsed ’ by a subsequent holder, 
who thereby becomes responsible for their being paid (hence 
thejtff. sense d). Similarly, a bank note is often ‘ endorsed’ 
to show that it has passed through the endorser’s hands. 

a. [1381-16x3 See Endoss.] 1581 Lambarde Eiren. iv. 
yii. (1588) 5x8 He. .should endorce his name upon the back- 
side of it. x6oi-2 Fulbecke 2nd Pt. Parall. 60 An obliga- 
tion endorsed with this condition. 1686 Lend. Gaz. No. 
2x44/4 A Note . . for 400/. . . with 250/. Endorsed off. 1706 
/ bid. No. 4207/4 A Bill drawn by Mr. Henry Jones, .endorsed 
by John Spurstow and Robert Sparke. 1788 H. Walpole 
ReminAx. 72 Sir Robert always carried them to George II, 
who^endorsed and returned them. 1838 Murray's Handbk. 
N. Germ. Introd. 17 The traveller will naturally . .not endorse 
them, till he receives the money. 1865 Morning Star 28 
Jan., He would not now give the defendant the option of 
paying a fine, but would commit him for a month, and en- 
dorse that upon his licence. x868 Rogers Pol. Econ. ii. 11876) 
2x The bill may be subsequently endorsed by a firm of high 
character. 

/ 3 - 1547 -Act 1 Edw. VI, c. 5 § 5 The said Wardens shall 
cause the Number of the said Horses . . to be indorsed . . on 
the Back-side of the said Licence. 1592 West Symbol 
A iij. With & ypon condition thereupon indorsed for the true 


performance of the couenants. 1685 Land, Gaz. No. 2051/4 
Those Gentlemen, .are desired to Indorse their Names and 
Places of abode, on the backside of their Tickets. 1700 
Tatler No. 113 P 18 A bundle of letters, .indorsed. / Letters 
from the Old Gentleman.’ 1777 Sheridan Sck. Stand, hi. 
ii, My friend Brush has indorsed it, and I thought . . ’twas 
the same as cash. 1822 Scott Nigel x, Pointing out . . the 
royal warrant indorsed thereon. 

d. To make (a bill, note, cheque) payable to 
another person by endorsement. Also, To endorse 
over : to make over one’s rights in bill, etc.) to 
another person ; alsoyig*. 

2866 Crump Banking 122 On endorsing a bill or note to 
another person, care should be taken, etc. 1873 Burton 
Hist. Scot. VI. Ixix. 162 They would not have the king 
indorse over to his bishops or anybody else the reverence 
which they submitted to be due to himself. 

2 . fig. a. To confirm, sanction, countenance, or 
vouch for (statements, opinions, acts, etc. ; occa- 
sionally, persons), as by an endorsement. Chiefly 
mod. ; but perhaps implied in the punning quot. 
a 1637, and in quot. 1633 in Endorsescent 2. 

cl [a 1637 B. Jonson To Earl Newcastle, Nay, so your 
seate his beauties did endorse As I began to wish myself a 
horse.] 1847 Emerson Repr. Men, MontaigneNlYs,, (Bohn) I. 
344 This book of Montaigne the world has endorsed, by 
translating it into all tongues. x86x Stanhope Pitt II. 
xxii. 404 Such were the statements of Mr. Fox, but is there 
at the present day even one man willing to endorse them? 
1874 Morley Compromise (1886) 67 Superstition does a 
little good by accidentally endorsing rational conclusions 
in one or two matters. 

0 . 1862 Bright Sp. America 18 Dec., The majority were 
supposed to indorse the policy. 1880 Carpenter in 19 th 
Cent., No. 38. 599 This conclusion I unhesitatingly in- 
dorsed. 

t b. To characterize, describe, entitle. (Cf. 
ticket , label.) Obs. rare . 

1596 Nashe Saffron Walden 161 He endorseth him the 
puling Preacher of Pasc vobis & humilitie. c 1645 Howell 
Lett. iv. 1. (R.) This perchance may be your policy, to 
endorse me your brothir. 

XL To put something on the back. (Merely 
literary, and chiefly humorous or pedantic.) 

3 . a. To load the back of tan animal) with. 
b. To take (something) upon one’s back. c. To 
pile (something) upon. 

1671 Milton P. R. iii. 329 Elephants indorsed with towers. 
x8o8 J . Barlow Columb . vi . 304 The freemen . . Endorse their 
knapsacks. 1837 Blackw. Mag. XLII. xxx The heads of 
camels * endorsed ’ with human beings. 1839 De Quincey 
Recoil. Lakes Wks. 1862 II. 08 Nightcaps, surmounted by 
handkerchiefs indorsed upon handkerchiefs. 

4 . To sit or ride on the back of (a horse), nonce- 
use (with pun on 2). 

a 1637 [see 2]. a 1845 Hood To Bad Rider i, Why, Mr. 
Rider, why Your nag so ill indorse, man ? — Desert- Bom, 

I cannot nde— there’s something in a horse That I can al- 
ways honour, but I never could endorse. 

T b. To mount upon. Obs. rare ~ 1 . 

1594 Carew Tasso (1881) 63 The Painim troupe this while 
seekes to endorce, Defeated, flying, chac’d, the Citie wall. 

III. 5 . Her. In pa. pple. e?idorsed. 

a. «* Addorsed ; ‘ borne or set back to back * 
(Porny). b. Of a pale : Placed between two 
endorses, c. Of wings : Thrown backwards. 

a. c xgoo Sc. Poem Heraldry 1 31 ibid. 98 The ix regardand 
is; The xendorsit. 1572 Bossewell A rmorie 11. 42 Dors 
an Dors i. e. Backe to Backe or Endorsed. x6xx Speed 
Hist. Gt. Brit. v. iii. 74 His armes to be Gules, charged with 
two lyons rampant endorsed Ore. 1727 Bradley Fam. Diet . 
s. v. _ Endorsed, When two Lions are born rampant, and 
turning their Backs to each other, the Heralds say they 
are endorsed, 1850 W. D. Cooper Winckelsea x6x A griffin 
passant, wings endorsed. 1864 [see Endorse jA]. 

| 3 . x6xx Cotgr., A ddorsi , indorced ; or, set backe to backe ; 
a tearme of Blason. 1761 Brit. Mag. II, 581 Crest. On 
a wreath, a gryphon's head couped. .wings indorsed. 

Endorsee, indorsee (em~, isnd^isr), [f. En- 
dorse v. + -EE.] One in whose favour a note or 
bill is endorsed, or to whom it is assigned by 
endorsement. 

1767 [see Endorser]. 1785 Arnot Trials (1812) 318 The 
point in dispute was, whether this forgery was contrived 
by . . the drawer and indorser, or . . the indorsee. 1809 R. 
Langford Introd. Trade 22 They become answerable to 
their indorsee. 

Endorsement, indorsement (en-, ind^usr 
ment). [f. Endorse d. + -ment.] The action of 
endorsing. 

1 . The action of endorsing (a document) ; concr. 
a signature; memorandum, or remark endorsed 
upon a document. See Endorse v. i . 

1547 Act x Edw. VI, c. 5 § 5 The same Endorsement to 
be signed with the Hand of the said Warden. 1586 Sir A- 
Paulet in Ellis Orig. Lett. i. 220 III. 7 By reason as did 
appeare by an indorsement, that they had bene mistaken 
and were sent to Wyndsor. 1682 Scarlett Exchanges 34 
By his Endorsement he made it his own Bill, 1767 Black- 
stone Comm. II. 468 The payee . . may by indorsement, or 
writing his name in dorse or on the back of it, assign over 
his whole property to the hearer. 1783 Burke Rep. Com- 
mittee on India Wks. XI. 289 When by mad® the endorse- 
ment, or whether in fact he has made it at all, are matters 
known only to himself, 1848 Mill Pol. Econ , II. 46 Many 
bills i J are at last presented for payment quite covered with 
indorsements. 1866 Crump Banking 121 An indorsement 
is a conditional contract on the part of the indorser to pay 
the immediate or any succeeding indorsee, in case of the 
acceptor's or maker’s default. 
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2 . Confirmation, ratification, approving tes- 
timony. 

1633 G. Herbert Temple, Sunday i, Th’ indorsement of 
supreme delight Writ by a friend., 1863 Draper Intell, 
Devel. Europe (1865) 552 It received a most emphatic en- 
dorsement from the organic world. 1879 H. George Progr. 
4. Pov. 1. i. 1 1881 1 18 This doctrine . . bears the indorsement 
of the very highest names. 

Endorser, indorser (en-, ind/usm). [f. En- 
dorse v. + -JER. (In law-books sometimes In- 
dorsor: see -or.)] One who endorses, lit* 
and fig . 

1682 Scarlett Exchanges 57 If an Endorser commit any 
Error in the endorsing, .then the said Endorser is obliged 
to make good the Loss. 1743 Fielding J. Wild ir. vii, The 
drawer was not to be found . . and consequently the money 
was now demanded of the indorser. 1767 Blackstone 
Comm . II. 465 The indorsee . . may call upon either the 
drawer or the indorsor. 1777 Sheridan Sch. Scand. 11. ii, 
In all cases of slander currency, whenever the drawer of 
the lie was not to be found, the injured parties should have 
a right to come on any of the indorsers. 1849 Freese Comm. 
Class-bk. 35 An indorser of a bill is liable in all respects. 
1883 J. G. Butler Bible Work , Comm. Acts xi. 22 We re- 
member him . . first as Joses, and next as the endorser of 
Saul to Peter and James. 

Endosarc, -scope, etc. : see Endo-. 
f Endo*se. Oh. rare- 1 . 

01400 Ywaine Gave. 1461 When that he [a knight newly 
married] has grete endose. Than war tyme to win his lose. 

Endosmic (end^zmik), a. [f. Or. evdo-v + 
eb<rjj.6-$ (see Endosmosis) + -ic.] Of or pertaining 
to end osmosis. 

£•1863 J. Wylde in Clrc. Sc. I. 62/2 Gases have an as- 
tonishing tendency to mix together, by what is called 
endosmic action. 

Endosmodic (endpzm^dik), a. rare . [f. as 
prec., after spasmodic. ] — Endosmic. 

1839-47 Todd Cycl. Ancit. III. 484/1 The original appear- 
ance was speedily reinduced, owing to the endosmodic 
action of the shop. 

Endosmometer (end^zmp-mitsi). [f. Gr. tv- 
80-v + ojo-po-s (see Endosmosis) + -metjer.] An 
instrument for exhibiting and measuring the phe- 
nomena of endosmosis. 

1836-9 Todd Cycl. Anal. II. 98/2 An apparatus to which 
I gave the name of endosmometer. 1858 Lardner Hand-bk. 
Nat. Phil. , Hydrost. 77 Endosmometer. — Dutrochet con- 
trived an instrument to which he gave this name. 

Endosmose (emdpzmjHs). Phys. [a. Fr. 
endosmose , formed by Dutrochet as if ad. mod.L. 
endosmosis : see next.. Cf. Exosmose, Osmose.] 
— next. Hence Endosmo-sic a. y of or pertaining 
to endosmose. 

1829 Edin. Rev . L. 159 Endosmose, or impulsion inward. 
1855 H. Spencer Princ. Psychol. (1872) II. vi. xi. 139 Solu- 
bility in the saliva, without which its particles cannot be 
carried by endosmose through the mucous membrane of the 
tongue. 1882 Vines Sachs' Bot. 423 The vesicle, .swells up 
strongly in water by endosmose, as is shown in Fig. 293. 
1835 Todd Cycl. Anat. I. 41/2 These filamentary organs .. 
were endowed with an endosmosic power. 

Endosmosis (end/zm<?u'sis). Physics andP/iys. 
[mod.L. (quasi-Gr.), f. Gr. evdo-v (see Endo-) + 
tti oph pushing, thrusting, m Endosmose. (The 
two forms appear to be equally frequent in use ; 
endosmosis is more in accordance with Eng. analo- 
gies.)] The passage of a fluid ‘ inwards ’ through 
a porous septum, to mix with another fluid on the 
inside of it. 

1836-9 Todd Cycl. Anat. II. 99 All alkalies and soluble 
salts produce endosmosis. 1844-57 G. Bird Ur in. Deposits 
(ed. 5) 428 The well-known phenomena described by Du- 
trochet, under the terms of endosmosis and exosmosis. 1880 
J. W, Legg Bile 55 The appearance of sugar in the bile 
is due to endosmosis from the liver itself. 

Endosmotic (end^zm^tik), [f. as prec. on Gr. 
analogies; cf. anastomosis, anastomotic .] Of or 
pertaining to endosmosis. 

1836-9 Todd Cycl. Anat. II. 108/1 Two opposite endosmo- 
tic currents; 1876 tr, Wagfier’s Gen. Pathol. 537 Albumen 
possesses endosmotic properties. 1883 Vines Sachs' Bot . 
673 The endosmotic force of grape-sugar. 

Endosperm, -spore, etc. ; see Endo-. 
tEndo *SS, ^ Oh. Forms: 4-7 endosse (pa. 
pple. 4 endost, 5 endoost, indoost, indost), 5 
endos, 6 endoee, 9 (rare') endoss. [ME. endosse , 
a. OF. endosse-r corresp. to med.L. indorsare En- 
dorse, f. in upon + dorsum (Fr. dos) back]. 

1 . trans. To write on the back of (a document) ; 
to inscribe (words) on (the back of) a document ; 
—Endorse, v. i. 

138* Pol. JPoems (1859) I. 225 Charters were endost. 
1460-70 Lydg. Ord. Fools 8 In Q. Elia. Academy 79 En- 
dosyd theyre patente that they shall neuer the. 1502 Ar- 
nold® Chron. (1811) 119 Wee award y* ether of theym 
by his obligacion be bounde to other x. ii. stg. wyth 
condycion, endoced. 1613 R. C. Table Alpk. (ed. 3) En- 
dosse, put on the back, or write on y 3 hack. 

2 . In extended sense : To inscribe or portray 
(something) upon any surface. Oh. 

1447 Bokenham Seyntys 145 Mynerve . . Wyth al hir wyt 
ne coude provide More goodly aray Thow she dede endoS 
Wyth ynne 00 web al methamophosyos. 1595 Spenser Col. 
Clout 634 Her name in euery tree I will endosse. 1596 
— F. Q. v. xi. 53 A shield in which he did endosse His deare 
Redeemers badge vpon the bosse. 
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3 . a. To put (clothing) on one’s back. b. ?To 

clothe with annottr. \ 

c 1460 Totuneley Myst. 166 Both ye and I Agains the fyride i 
are welle endoost. 2805 W. Taylor Monthly- Mag. XIX. ! 
574 He endosses the black robe. 

4 . To load the back ; in quot. transfix 

c 1460 T owneley Myst, 201 For his great boost With knobs ; 
he is indoost. Ibid. 254 With tormentes keyn bese he in- 
dost For ever more. 

Endosteal, etc. : see Endo-. 
t Endo*te v v. Oh. rare- 1 , [f. En- 1 -f F. doter, ! 
ad. L. dot are, f. dot-em dowry.] ™ Endow v* 2. i 
1528 Tindale Obcd. Chr. Man Wks. I. 240 Their own 
heirs do men disinherit, to endote them [the mars]. 

Endo thecal, -tlielial, etc. : see Endo-. 
Endoubt: see En- prefix 2. 

Endow (endau*), v. Also 7-8 indow. [f. En- 
prefi 1 + F. doner :—L. dotare , f. dot-em dowry. In 
legal AF. (15th c.) endouer .] 

1 . trans. fa. To give a dowry to (a woman) 
(oh.), b. To provide dower for (a widow). 
Formerly Const, of. 

*535 Act 27 Hen. VIII, c. 10 § 7 Suche woman shal.be 
endowed of as muche of the residue of her husbandes tene- : 
mentes. 2574 tr. Littleton's Tenures 8 b. The wife . . shall 
bee endowed of the thirde parte of such Landes. 1607 Shaks. 
Timon 1. i. 239 How shall she be endowed, If she be mated 
with an equall Husband? 2635 AustiN Medii* 106 Lest 
hee should be thought unable to endowe his Spouse. 1767 
Blackstone Comm. II. 232 An alien also cannot be en- 
dowed, unless she be queen consort. 2818 Cruise Digest 
(ed. 2) 1. 180 If the wife be past the age of nine years, at the 
time of her husband’s death, she shall be endowed. 

+ c. To give as a dowry, fig. Obs. rare— 1 . 

1475 Caxton Jason 4 [Death] the dowaire that nature 
hath endowed to me. 

2 . To enrich with property ; to provide (by be- 
quest or gift) a permanent income for (a person, 
society, or institution). 

c 2460 Fortescue Abs. fy Lim. Mon. (1724) 69 How that 
the Crown may be best endowed. 2480 Caxton Chron. 
Eng. vii. (1520) i5ob/2 Whiche preest is sufficyently en- 
dowed for hym and a servaunt. 1569 Bk. Com. Prayer , 
Matrimony , With al my worldly Goodes I thee endowe. 
2570 Act 13 Eliz. c. 20 § 1 Ecclesiastical Persons . . being 
endowed and possessed of ancient Palaces . . and other , 
Edifices. 1580 Stow Annales 550 He indowed them with 
rents and reuenues taken from the priories . . which hee 
suppressed. 2638 Penit. Conf. vii. (1657) 13,6 Let an Hos- 
pital be once erected, and endowed. 2772 Burke Sp. Ck. 
Claims Bill 17 Feb. Wks. X. 146 Not that the Church of 
England is incompetently endowed. 2856 Emerson Eng. 
Traits , Cockayne Wks. (Bohn) II. 64 A testator endows a ■ 
dog or a rookery, and Europe cannot interfere with his 
absurdity. 1857 Toulm. Smith Parish 25 The piety of the 
wealthy led them to build and endow these [churches]. 

3 . fig. a. To invest with (privileges, etc.). 

1601 Holland Pliny 1. 75 All Achasea generally through- 
out, Domitius Nero endowed with freedom. 1661 Bramhall 
Just Vind. vi. 126 Justinian did new-found the Patriarch, 
ate . . and indow it with ample priviiedges. 

b. To enrich or furnish with (f in, fofi) any 
‘gift’, quality, or power of mind or body. 

a 1420 Occleve De Reg. Princ. 143 Hym ought endowed 
be in sapience. 2425 Paston Lett. 5. I. 21 Ye are . . of 
worshepe and cunnyng worthyly endowed. 2475 Cax'ton 
Jason 34 b, Thinking on the vertues wher in he was en- 
dowed they complayned him moche. 1526 Pilgr. Per/. 
(W. de W. 1531} 169 b. He hath endowed vs Christians. . 
with the spiryte of adopeyon. 1661 Bramhall Just Vind. 
v. Our Saviour endowed them with all the fulness of power 
that mortal men were capable of. 2743 J. Morris Serm. 
ii. 34 They . . who were indowed with any extraordinary i 
gifts.^ 2856 Emerson Eng. Traits , Lit, Wks. (Bohn) II. 
124 Tennyson is endowed precisely in points where Words- 
worth wanted. 2873 Yeats Techn. Hist. Comm. 222 Inor r ; 
ganic matter becomes first endowed with lifeand organisation 
during the growth of plants. 2872 Morley Voltaire (1886) 
142 Considered as statuesque figures endowed with speech, 
Brutus, Ceesar, and the rest are noble and impressive. 

C. To invest (imaginatively) with a quality. 

1888 Miss Yonge Hannah More 62 The ladies not only 
believed in her wonderful genius, but endowed her with all 
imaginable virtues. 

t d. Said of the qualities with which one is * en- 
dowed 9 . Cf. Endue v. 9 b. Obs. 

1621 Shaks. Cymb. 1. i. 24 I do not thlnke So faire an 
Outward, and such stuffe within Endowes a man, but hee.. 
f 4 . ? Confused with Endue. To put on (gar- 
ments).-/. 

1483 Caxton G. de la Tour Cl], The deuylle . . dyde her 
endowe her gownes. 

f Endow’age. Obs. rare— 1 . In 6 endowege. i 
[f. Endow v. + -age.] = Endowment. 

1530 Proper Dialogue (2863) 34 Y' 3 people to swere for to ' 
maynteyne this endowege o£y° clerkes and religious folke. 

Endowed (endear d), ppl. a. [f. Endow zl] 

In senses of the vb. Chiefly of societies or in- 
stitutions : Possessing a secured income from 
property bequeathed or given. 

1700 Dr. Wallis in Collect. (Oxf. Hist. Soc.) I. 324 They s 
are schools endowed; with exhibitions . . for the education 
of youth. 2846 M t; Culloch Acc. Brit. Empire (1854) II. 
315 The names, free school, endowed school, grammar 
school, etc., are often used with some degree of confusion. 
1870 Echo q Nov., There are the endowed charities which 
derive a steady annual income from invested property. ; 
lib. Used transf. of the secured income, rare. 
1845 R* Hamilton Pop. Educ. viii. tgt The’ endowed sti- 
pend would not yield the master the most meagre support. 


Endower (endatroi), sh [f. Endow v. + -er,] 
One who endows. ^ •/ 

2624 Darcie Birth 0/ Heresies, xviii. 75 Authors, Re- 
storers, Endowers, and augmenters of the Missal! Sacrifice. 
1765-9 BLACKSTONfe Comm. (2793) 604 The right of visita- 
tion of the fbrmer results, .to the king; and of the latter t?o 
the patron or endower. 2885 Ch. Q. Rev. XXI . 139 If the 
State regarded itself as the endower of the Church. _ 
t Endower, v. Oh. [ad. OF. endouairer, f. 
en- (see En- 1 ) + douaire Dower.] tmns. To 
dower (a woman) ; also fig. 

2606 G. W[oodcocke] Hist. Ivstine Ff 4 a, He maried to 
a most honorable man the daughter of his enemy Vitellius, 
being most largely endowred. 2653, Waterhouse Apd. 
Learning 142 (T.) This once renowned church was gloriously 
deckt With the jewels of her espousals .. and frankly en- 
dowered. 1654 R. Codrington Hist. Justine 15 The wife 
being endowred with the blood of Her husband, delivered 
. , herself to her adulterer. 

Endowing (endau-ig) vbl. sb. [£ Endow v.+ 
-ing !.] The action of the vb. Endow. 
c 2460 Fortescue A bs. $ Lim. Mon. xix. (1714) 139 How grete 
Goode wyll growe of the forme endowyng of the Crowne. 
2631 Weever Anc. Fun. Moh. 199 In building and endow- 
ing of an Hospital!. 1740 J. Clarke Educ. Youth (ed. 3) 189 
The Building and endowing of Colleges. 2867 Pearson 
Party # Mid. Ages Eng. I. 167 This endowing of the first 
adventurers. 

Endowment (endowment). Also 6-8 in- 
dow(e)ment. [f. Endow v. + -ment.] 

1 . The action of endowing, in various senses. 

c 1460 Fortescue Abs. # Lim. Mon. (2724) 78 We have 
found undoubtyidly what maner of Revenuz, is beste for the 
Endowment of the Crowne. 2494 Fabyan, iv. Ixix. 47 Of 
this firste Indowement of the Churche. 1641 Temnes ae la 
Ley 135 Indowment. .signifies properly the giving or assuring 
of dower to a woman. 2643 Perkins Prof. Bk. v. § 315. 139 
Possession of the freehold by the endowment is vested in, 
etc. 2853 Lever Daltons II. 259 You are anxious about 
the endowment of the Ursulines, and so am I. 

2 . concr. The property or fund with which a 
society, institution, etc. is endowed. 

2597 Hooker Eccl. Pol. v. borix. {2611) 429 The goods of 
the Church are the sacred indowments of God. 1649 Bp. 
Reynolds Bo*ea i. 39 O therefore that every Parish had 
an endowment fit for a learned, laborious, and worthy 
Pastor. 2757 Burke Abridgm. Eng. Hist. Wks. X. 41 1 
Aims, and endowments, the usual fruits of a late penitence; 
1845 S. Austin Ranke's Hist. Ref. II. 501 The estates of 
benefices . .were applied to increasing the endowments of 
parish churches and schools. 1870 Daily News 16 Feb., 
The sacrifice of the endowments of the Irish Church. 

f 3 . a. Commercial advantage, profit- b. Pro- 
perty, possessions. Obs. ra?~e. 

2615 G. Sandys Trav. 12 The Lentiske tree, which is 
wel-nigh onely proper to Sip doth giue it the greatest re- 
nowne and endowment. 1816 Scott Old Mort. xxxiii, 
Basil Olifant, who had agreed to take the field if he were 
ensured possession of these women’s worldly endowments. 

4 . A ‘ gift power, capacity, or other advantage 
with which a person is endowed by nature or 
fortune. 

c 1610 Sir J. Melvil Mem. (1735) 22 The_ King’s rare 
natural Endowments. 1611 Shaks. Cymb. 1. iv. 6 Though 
the Catalogue of his endowment's had bin tabled by his side. 
1673 Dryden Assignation r. i. Dram. Wks; 1725 III. 296 
A man of my extraordinary Indowments. 2710 Prideaux 
Orig. Tithes ii. 69 No Endowments of the Mind . . were at 
all necessary. 2847 Emerson Repr. Men, Shaks. Wks, 
(Bohn) I. 362 With this wisdom of life is the equal endow- 
ment of imagination and of lyric power. 1859 Darwin 
Orig. Spec. xr. (1873) 428 All corporeal and mental endow- 
ments will tend to progress towards perfection. 

f En&QWTy. Oh. rare. [f. Endow v., after 
Dowry.] = Dowry. 

2523 Ld. Berners Froiss. I. cxvi. 139 Johane, eldest 
daughter to the duke of Brabant . . went to the lande of 
Buyche, the which was her endowrie. c 1530 — Arth. Lyt. 
Bryt. (1814) 26 Ye shall gyue to Perron your wyf this nyght 
y e charter of her endo wry. 

t Eudra'per, V. Oh. rare— 1 , [app. irregu- 
larly a. OF. endraper f f. en- (see En- I) -f drap 
cloth.] trans. To weave into cloth. 

Hence Endra-pering vbl. sb. 

1462-83 Pol. Poems (1859) II. 287 By the endraperyng 
therolBF [of wool] they haue theyre sustynaunce. 
Endrench. : see fLis-pref. 1 3. 
t Endroi't, Oh. rare. Also endrayghte, 
-eyte. [a. OF. endroit, -ait, in same sense.] 
Quality, species. 

c 2400 Beryn 404 The statis 'that were above', had. of the 
feyrest endreyte. 2480 Caxton Ovid's Met, xii. xii, A yonge 
Centaure-, Yhe'mpste fayre creator of his endroit. ' c 1488 
Liber Niger in Housek. Ord* { 1790) 36 The clerk of kychyn 
. , shall go see the kings servyse and deyntes of flesshe and 
fish, that it be alwey chosen of the best endrayght. 
Endrudge, ©ndry : see Es-pref. 1 2. 
t E*ndsMp. Obs. [f. End sh + -ship. Cf. 
township .] A small suburb, a hamlet. 

2589 R. Harvey PL Perc. 8 AH the picked yoouths strafed 
out' of an whole Endship. a 2688 Bunyan Barren Fig-tree, 
They shake the whole family, the endship, the whole town, 
*701 De Foe Freeh. Plea agst. Stock/. Elect. 18 They are 
not to be Nam’d among the List of the most despicable 
Endships, 6r Village[s] in the County. 

Enduce, obs. variant of Induce. 

Endue, .indue (en-,, indizr), V . . Fomas :■ a. 
5-7 endew, 5- endue; 0 . 5-7, indew, (6 yndue), 
5- indue, [ad. OF. enduire (also in semi-learned 
form induire ), corresp. to Pr. endurre, Cat induir, 
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It indurre (cf. the ‘learned’ forms Sp. inducir i 
Pg. induzir , It, inducer e) L. inducer e (see In- 
duce), f. *» into, on + ducere to lead, draw. The 
etymological senses ‘ lead into’/ draw into’, ‘lead 
on \ * draw on \ account for the Eng. senses 1-6, 
which approximately follow the senses of OF. 
e nduire, induire. In senses 5-6, however, the 
word was associated with the nearly synonymous 
L. induere to put on (a garment), which it often 
renders in early translations from Latin. (Per- 
haps it would not be incorrect to say that the L. 
induere was adapted in a form coinciding with 
that of the verb ad. OF, enduire .) Senses 7-9 are 
of mixed origin : they are partly derived from the 
fig. use of sense 6 * to clothe’ (cf. invest') ; but the 
forms endew, indew in 1 5th c. (sense 8) are etymo- 
logically equivalent to Endow (cf. OF. deu 1 pers. 
pres, indie, of doer to endow). Hence in 16th 
and 17th c. the verb endue had all the senses of 
Endow in addition to those which it derived from 
OF. enduire and L. induere. In sense 9 the 
meanings proceeding from the three sources have 
so completely coalesced that it is often impossible 
to say which of them is the most prominent in 
a particular use of the word. 

The form endue is now the more common in all the living 
senses, though some writers employ it and indue indiscrimi- 
nately, while others appropriate the latter to those uses 
(esp. senses 5, 6) which suggest an etymological connexion 
with L. induere. The obs. sense 2, when referred to by 
mod. writers, has commonly the spelling endew. 

I. To bring in, introduce. 

4 L To induct (a spiritual person) into a living, 
or (a secular person) into a lordship. In ME. 
const, in ( = into). Obs. 

c 1400 Ajpol. Loll t 50 For bischoppis, abbots, or o]?er 
personis, to be putt in J>er segis, or prestis to be induyd, or 
inled in Kirks ; 1460 Capgrave Chron . 256 Gthir dukes he 
schal endewe in the lordchippis of Itaile. 

II. [after Fr. enduire. ] 

1 2 . Of a hawk : In early use, app. = * to put 
over’, i.e. to pass (the food contained in the 
4 gorge ’) into the stomach ; in later use, to digest. 
(In 15th c. only absol. ; from 16th c. also, To 
endue her gorge , her meat.) Hence transf. of 
other animals or of persons : To digest. Obs . 

a- 1430 Bk.Hawkyng in Rel. Ant. I. 296 And ye shall 
say this hawke is ful y-gorged, and hath endewedd, or i- 
put over. 2486 Bk. St. Allans A vij a, An hawke enduth 
neuer as long as hir bowellis bene full at her fedyng. 
a 1528 Skelton Col. Cloute 216 Your gorge not endewed 
Without a capon stewed. 1530 Palsgr. 643/1, I mute, as a 
hauke dothe whan she hath endued her gorge. 1377 B. 
Googe Heresbach’s Husb. iv. (1586)161 b, Give them [fowls] 
no newe, till you perceive.. that the olde bee endewed. 
2615-33 Latham Falconry Gloss., Endew, is when a Hawke 
digesteth her meat, not onely putting it ouer from her gorge, 
but also cleansing her pannell. 1622 Fletcher Sp. Curate 
V. ii, A good stomach will endue it easilie. 1626 Donne 
Seym . lxviii. 684 Meat., such as they are able to digest and 
endue. 2708 Motteux Rabelais v. ii, They eat and drank 
like men. .endued or digested like men. 3721 in Bailey. 

0 . 1575 Turberv. Bk. Falconrie 327 Shee will have in- 
dewed it out of hande. 1615 Latham Falconry (1633) 85 
If the stomacke..do not digest and^ indue well. 1618 — 
2nd Bk. Falconry (1633) 114 Small birds, .are meetest for 
that purpose, and easiest to be indued. 

t L. fig. To take in, ‘inwardly digest*. Obs. 
1596 Spenser F. Q. in. x. 9 None but she it vewd, Who 
well perceived all, and all indewd. 
i* 3. intr. To be digested. Obs. rare . 
c 1575 Perfect Bk. for kepinge Sparhawkes (1886)7 Meates 
w<* endew sonest and maketh the hardest panell. 

fill. 4 . To lead on; to bring up, educate, 
instruct. Obs. [See examples of enduire in Godef.] 
1526 Pilgr. Per/. (W. de W. 1531) 16 The purpose of God 
was so to endewe man that he sholde neuer thynke this worlde 
his fynall habitacyon. 1541 Paynel Catiline iii. 4 He was 
indued and brought up in conditions like Catiline. 1580 
Baret Alv. I 135 To indue, instruct, or teach, imbuo. 
1581 J. Bell H addon's Answ. Osor. 323 Paule. .endued 
you at the first with a farre other manner of doctrine. 

fb. To bring to a certain state or condition. 
Obs. rare— 1 . 

1604 Shaks. Oth. in. iv. 146 For let our finger ake, and it 
endues Our other healthfull members, euen to a sense Of 
paine. 

IV. To put on as a garment ; to clothe or cover. 
[Influenced by L. induere .] 

5 . To assume, take upon oneself (a different form) 
[cf. L. induere personam , etc.] ; in later use, to put 
on (garments, etc.). Also fig. 

1432-50 tr. Higden (Rolls) I. 369 A man and a woman be 
constreynede to indue an other forme. 1596 Spenser F. Q. 
ml vi. 35 Infinite shapes of creatures there are bred . . 
Some ntt for reasonable sowles t’ indew. 1626 G, 
Sanjdys Ovid's Met. xi. 232 Next, Phantasus . , indues a 
tree, Earth, water, stone. 18x4 Scott Wav. xii, The 
Baron , .had indued a pair of jack-boots of large dimensions. 
1830 Tennyson Poems 122 Could I .. indue f the spring 
Hues of fresh youth./ 1848 Lytton Harold xu. vii, Who 
had not yet endued his heavy mail. 1859 J* H. Stirling 
Crit. Ess. Tennyson (1868) 71 How perfectly Tennyson 
can endue what state of mmd he pleases. 1880 Miss 
Broughton Sec. Th. II. in. v. 209 Regarding, .the perfectly 
new Tweed suit which, .he has endued. 


8 . To clothe (a person) with . 

2432-5® tr. Higden (Rolls) I.-239 The victor was induede 
with the coote * of Iupiter. a 2700 Dryden tr.. Ovid's Met . 
Wks. 1821 XII. 147 Endu’d with robes of various hue. 1850 
Hawthorne Scarlet L.v iii. (1879) 123 A loose gown, .such 
as elderly gentlemen loved to endue themselves with. x866 
R. Chambers Ess, Ser. 1. 182 His feet are raised upon the 
fender, .he is endued with slippers and gown, 
b. transf. 

a 1649 Drumm. of Hawth. Fam. Ep. Wks. (1711) 136 The 
spring the woods with new [leaves] indews. 1857-8 Sears 
A than. iv. 27 Every particle of the poor dust that has ever 
indued us. 2869 Blackmore Lorna D. ii. (ed. 12) 7 John 
Fry’s, .hat was indued with a plume of marsh-weed. 1875 
Wonders Pkys. World II. iv. 305 This species indued in a 
thick shaggy fur. 

C. To overlay, cover. [The current sense of 
Fr. enduire.] Obs. rare. 

1644 Evelyn Mem. (1857) 1. 128 The miraculous Sudarium 
indued with the picture of our Saviour’s face. 1794 Blu- 
menbach Mummies in Phil. Trans. LXXXIV. 187 The 
hard compact ones, wholly indued with rosin. 

V. To ‘invest’ or endow with dignities, pos- 
sessions, qualities, etc. 

+ 7 . To invest with honours, dignity, etc. Obs . 

1565 T. Randolph in Ellis Orig. Lett. 1 184. II. _2or All 
dignities that she cane indue hym with, are all reddie given 
and graunted. 1513-75 Diurn. Occurr. (1833 70 The quenis 
grace., maid thir personis following knychtis, and indewit 
thame with the honour thairof. 

f 8. To invest (a person or body of persons) with 
property ; — Endow v. 2 . Const, of. Obs. 

£1440 Promp. Parv., Induyn, doto. c 1449 Pecock Repr. 
347 Founders and Endewers of eny persounes or comoun- 
tees, if thei endewiden so richeli . . weren not . . to be 
bkmed. 1494 Fabyan vii. 370 He sette therin monkes. of 
Cisteaux ordre, whyte monkes, and endewed them with 
ryche possessyons. 1496 7 Plump ton Carr. 124 That it 
wyll please your sayd mastership to indue this woman in 
some lordship of yours of xx marke duryng hir lyfe. 1529 
Act 21 Hen. VIII, c.13 Noo. .Parsonage that hath a Vicar 
indued, nor any Benefice perpetually appropriate. 1568 
Grafton Chron. II. 258 The same Jaques had promised 
the king .. to endue his sonne the Prince of Wales there- 
with [Flaundyrs]. X579 Fenton Guicciard. (x6i8> 231 To 
indue his brother with Ecclesiastical reuenues. 1590 
Greene Never too Late Ciij, What substance hath Fran- 
cesco to endue thee with? x6xx Bible Gen. xxx. 20 And 
Leah said, God hath endued me with a good dowry. 
1647 Billy Ckr. Astrol. xviii. 102 A man modestly indued 
with the Goods and Fortune of this world, 
t b. To endow (an institution). Obs. 

a. 1539 Act 31 Hen. VIII, c. 5 The king hath of late 
erected . . a goodly sumptuous house . . and the same endewed 
with parkes, orchardes, gardein. 1565 Calfhill Answ. 
Treat. Ow.?«?( 1846)207 Constantinus . .liberally did endue the 
church. x6oi F. Godwin Bps. of Eng. 232 [He] very largely 
endued, .the Abbey ofEynsham. 1603 Knolles Hist. Turks 
(1621) 838 How to endue the same with lands and revenues 
sufficient. 

(3 . 1462 J. Paston in Lett. 461 II. 113 Sir John Fastolf 
..mad his will in especial! that a college of vij monks shuld 
be stabilisshed, founded, and indewed. 1538 Leland I tin. 
I. 10 St. Thomas Hospitale is . . induid with sum Landes, 
al by the Citxsens of Northampton. 

f c. To supply with anything. Obs. 

. 1595 Shaks. John iv. ii. 43 More strong [reasons] I shall 
indue you with. 1607 — Cor. 11. iii. 147 The Tribunes endue 
you with the Peoples Voyce. 

f d. To bestow, grant. Const, dat. of pron. ; 
cf. Endow v. i c. Obs. rare. 

1587 M. Grove Pelops <$• Hipp. (1878) 55 Let Clio muse to 
paint the gifts, which loue doth her endue. 

9 . To invest with a power or quality, a spiritual 
gift, etc. Often in pass. To be endued with «* to 
be possessed of (a certain quality). 

Nearly synonymous with Endow; the two verbs may 
often be used interchangeably, but in mod. use endow 
suggests that the power or quality is of the nature of a per- 
manent advantage. 

a. 1447 Bokenham Seyntys (1835) 13 With vertuhs ful 
excellently In hyr soule inward endewyd was she. 1509 
Fisher Fun. Serrn. C'tess Richmotid (1708) 8 She being 
endued with sogrete towardness of Nature. 1605 Bacon 
Adv . Learn. 1, iii. § 6 Learning endueth mens mindes with 
a true senceof the frailtie of their persons. x6x6 Hieron 
Wks. II. 37 Was it with what religion is the woman en- 
dewed, or with what portion is shee endowed ? 1669 Boyle 
Contn. New Exp. 11. (1682) 27 The Apples seemed . . endued 
with a most pleasant Taste. X709 Berkeley Ess. Vision 
§ 86 Our sight would be endued with a far greater sharp- 
ness. 1736 Butler Anat. 1. L Wks. 1874 I* 14 We know 
we are endued with capacities of action, of happiness and 
misery. 1791 Cowper/ZzWxvii. 898 Two mules with strength 
for toil endued. 1874 Holland Mistr. Manse xxi. 92 Con- 
tented with the hue which endues its wings with beauty. 

p. 1536 R. Beerley in Four C. Eng. Lett. 34 Most reuerent 
lord yn God,.ynduyd with all grace and goodnes. 1655 
Fuller^CA Hist. 1. i. § 17 An oake in New Forest . . is in- 
dued with the same quality, putting forth leaves about the 
same time. 1692 Washington tr. Milton's Def Pop. ii. 
(1851) 63 Kings, tho indued with the Supream Power are 
not. .Lords over the People. 1727 Pope, etc. Art Sinking 
118 The less a man is indued with any virtue, the more 
need he has to have it plentifully bestowed. 1754 Edwards 
Freed. Will in. iii. 156 Let us suppose a Scale of a Balance 
..indued with a self-moving Power. x86o Holland Miss 
Gilbert xvii. 305 A heart indued and informed with love 
for God and man. 

t b. Of a quality, etc. : To be inherent in. Obs. 

1631 Milton Sonn. ii. 8 And jnward ripeness doth much 
less appear, That some more timely-happy spirits endu'th. 
1655-60 Stanley Hist. Philos. (1701) 27/2 Whose Souls 
deceit and vanity endue. 

Hence t Endirable a ., capable of being in- 


vested with, or put in possession of. Const, of. 
f Endu*er, one who invests a person or body of 
persons (with lands, etc.). 

1558 Richmond. Wills (1853) 124 Of the wbyc my sayd 
wyffe schal be endewebl accordyng to comone lawys. 
c X449 [See Endue v. 8]. " 

. f Eadue’ment. Obs. Also 7 induement. 
[f. Endue v. + -ment.] The action of enduing; 
concr. that with which one is endued. 

a. That which is put on or worn ; a covering 
{rare), b. fig. A qualification, accomplishment^ 
adornment. 

1609 Holland Amm. Marcel, xv. viii. 45 They had., 
perused the old bookes, the reading whereof declareth by 
bodily signes the physiognomie or inward induements of the 
mind.^ 1641 Milton Ch. Discip. 1.(1851} 23 They prostitute 
every induement of grace, every holy thing to sale, *650 
Bulwer Anthropomet . xxi. 229 Shoes or any other endue- 
ments of the Feet are besides Nature, c 1674 Scott. Griev- 
ances wider Lauderdale x Our great perswasions of his 
singular enduements. .were the only measures of our con- 
cessions. 

t Endugine. Obs. rare— 1 . ? = Dudgeon. 

1638 Gratiae Ludenies xi8 iN.) Which shee often perceiv- 
ing, and taking in great endugine, roundly told him, etc. 

Enduing (endi??ir)), vbl. sb. [f. Endue v. + 
-ING 1 .] The action of the verb Endue (sense 2 ). 

1575 Turberv. Bk. Falconrie 327 The heate [in the liver] 

. .is the cause of all kindly digestion and indewing. 

Endu'ing, fpl a. [f . as prec. + -ing That 
endues. 

1644 Bulwer Chirol, 143 The. enduing ensigne. .by evi- 
dence ensures the priviledges of investiture. 

+ Enduice, V. Obs . [ad. OF. endoulcir, i en~ 
(see En- 1 ) + doulx, doulce :—L. dulcetn sweet.] 
trans . To sweeten, perfume. 

x6xx Speed Hist. Gt. Brit. vii. xlii. 352 Her body shee 
endulced with the sweetest balmes. 

Endulge, obs. form of Indulge v. 

+ Enduil, v. Obs. [f. En-1 + Dull a.] tram. 
To render dull ; to blunt, weaken ; to deprive of 
sanity. 

1395 Purvey Remonstr. (1851) 28 Endullynge the regalie 
and power of seculer lordis. 1490 Caxton Eneydos xxvi. 
96 She [Dido] is. .endulled and fallen in dysperacyon. 1520 
Barclay Jugurth. 51 b His mynde was a lytell endulled and 
priuate of reason and memorie. 

Endungeou (endarnd^on), v. Also 9 in dun- 
geon. [f. En- * + Dungeon.] trans . To put into 
or shut up in a dungeon. Hence, to enclose in 
any receptacle. Hence Bndu-ngeoned ///, a. 

a. 1599 Nashe Lent. Stuffe 56 Endungeond in his pocket 
a tweluemonth. 1623 Drumm. of Hawth. Flowers Sion 
(1630) 31 That Prince of Sin . . shall endungeoned dwell. 
axyxx Ken Hymnotkeo Poet. Wks. 1721 III. 153 By 
Faith they mock’d, scourg’d, chain’d, endungeon’d lay. 
1820 Coleridge in Lit. Rem. (1836) IV. 114 To endun- 
geon through the magistrate the honest and peaceable 
Quaker. 1827 Montgomery Pelican 1 st. ix. 163 ’Twas a 
spectacle for angels . . To see a dark endungeon’d spirit 
roused. 

0 . 1808 J. Barlow Columb. 1. 41 Who now beneath his 
tower indungeon’d lies. 1884 Tennyson Becket iv, ii. 156 
Could you keep her Indungeon’d from one whisper of the 
wind. 

Endurab ilit y (endimrabrliti). rare. [f. En- 
durable a. + -ity.] The quali:y of being en- 
durable. 

X837 Carlyle Fr. Rev. I. in. vi, It begins questioning 
Lettres-de-Cachet generally, their legality, endurability. 

Endurable (endiue-rab’l), a. Also 7 indur- 
able. [f. Endure v. + -able.] 

1. That can be endured, suffered, put up with. 

x8ooWords\v, Michael 454 1 here is a comfort in the strength 

of love ; ’Twill make a thing endurable, which else, etc. 
1823 Lamb EliaX i860 208 His Iago was the only endurable 
one which I remember to have seen. 1856 Froude Hist. 
Eng. (1858) II. xi. 458 Life had become at least endurable 
to her. 

2. Able or likely to endure, durable, rare. 

X607 Topsell Four-f. Beasts 1x673 ' 434 The mule ought 
to be brought up in. .hard places, that so the hoofs may 
grow hard and mdurable. 1616 Withals' Diet. 549 Good 
manners are endurable, but beauty is lost by age. 1826 
Blackw. Mag. XX. 328 Rock-rooted castles, that seem 
endurable till the solid globe shall dissolve. 1885 Manch. 
Wkly. Times Supp. 20 June 4/3 This sheepskin (s not nearly 
so strong and endurable as the material it is made to 
simulate, 1886 Northern N. 4* Q. I. 51 The author has 
done a solid and endurable piece of work. 

Hence Endurableness. rare. The state or 
character of being endurable. 

1795 Coleridge Plot Discov. 18 If its only excellence, 
if its whole endurableness consist in motion. 

Endurance (endiue-rans). Also 6-8 in dur- 
ance. [f. Endure v. + -ance ; in OF. endurance.] 
1. The fact of enduring (pnin, hardship, annoy- 
ance) ; the habit or the power of enduring; often 
absol. as denoting a quality, longsuffering, patience, 
a. 1667 Milton P. L . 11. 262 We can create, and work ease 
out of pain Through labour and endurance. 1839 James 
LouisXIV, IV. 449 He was forgiving, and of long endurance. 
1856 Kane A ret. Expl. II. xxvi. 267 The disciplined endur- 
ance of the men. 1861 Geo. Eliot Silas M. 59 Their aged 
wisdom was constantly in a state of endurance mitigated 
by sarcasm. 1879 Froude Caesar viii. 76 The endurance of 
the inequalities of life by the poor is the marvel of human 
society. 1888 Amer. Humorist 5 May 3/2 Prolonging his 
visit beyond all endurance. 
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R z599 Shaks. Much Ado n. i. 246 O she misusde me past 
the indurance of a block. 1744 Harris Three Treat . m, 1. | 
(1765) 137 Not a grain more of Magnanimity, of Candour 
and Calm Indurance. 

+ b. Durance, captivity, imprisonment. Obs. 

1603 Knolles Hist. Turks <1621) 1256 Which, .composi- 
tion, .made in the absence and indurance of their Generali, 
was by the Turkes faithfully kept. 

2 . Duration or continued existence in time. Also, 
power of lasting, capacity of continued existence. 

1494 Fabyan v. cxxix. in Some accompt v ' enduraunce 
therof to the laste yere of Burdredus. 169a Lady Russell 
Lett. II. cxxxvii. 112 The joys of eternal endurance, 1799 
J. Robertson Agric Perth 74 The leases now commonly 
granted are of endurance nineteen years. x8ix L. Hawkins 
Ctess 4* Gertr. I. 27 Sermons of four hours’ endurance. 
1855 Bain Semes «$• Int. 1. ii. § 23 (1864) 63 The undying en- 
durance of an electric wire. 1865 M. Arnold Ess. Crit. i. 
(1875) 7 This is why Byron’s poetry had so little endurance 
in it, and Goethe's so much. 

B. 1596 Spenser State Irel. 2 Others more late and of lesse 
insurance. 1614 Raleigh Hist, World 11. 381 The long 
indurance of the Siege [of Troy]. 

f b. ? Protraction of an existing condition. Obs. 
rare— 1 . 

1613 Shaks. Hen. VIII, v. 1.122 , 1 should haue tane some 
paines. .to haue heard you Without indurance further. 

8 . cotter. That which is endured ; a hardship, 
a. 1608 Shaks. Per. v. i. 13 If thine consider'd prove the 
thousandth part Of my endurance, thou art a man. 1623 
Bacon Hen. VII , 158 Wee shall also unyoke our People 
from all heauie Burthens and Endurances. 1812 J. Henry 
Camp. agst. Quebec 134 The endurances we underwent in 
conjunction. 1865 Dickens Mut . Fr. I. 286 Is my present 
endurance none ? 

p. a 1555 Ridley Whs. 428 1 never had of him which suffered 
indurance at my entrance to the see of London, one penny 
of his moveable goods. 1632 J. Rawlins Recor. Ship 
Bristol in Arb. Garner IV. 591 Which he must procure, or 
incure sorer indurances. 

Endurant (endiuo-rant), a. [f. Endure 71. -f 
-ant; in F. endurant.] Ready to endure; that 
endures or is capable of enduring. Const, of. 

1866 Neale Sequences 4* Hymns 137 Doing good, and 
endurant of evil. ^ 1874 Pusey Lent. Serm. 314 We should 
be endurant of evil and subservient to all. 1881 Palgrave 
Visions Eng. 240 Calm adamantine endurant chief. 

Endurate, obs. form of Indurate. 

Emdur© (endiiDu), v. Forms : a. 4 endeuro, 5 
enduer, 4- endure ; ( 3 . (5 induyr), 5-8 indure. 
[a. OF. endure-r to make hard, to endure, — Pr. 
endurar, It. indurare L. indurare , f. in (see 
In-) + durdre to harden, to endure, f. dur-us hard.] 
1 1 * 1 . To indurate, harden. Hence fig. to 
make callous or indifferent. Also, in good sense, 
to make sturdy or robust, to strengthen. Obs. 

a. 1383 Wyclif A cts xix. 9 Summe weren endurid, or maad 
hard. 1407 Exam. W. Thorpe in Arb. GarnerVl. 58 O thine 
heart is full hard, endured as was the heart of Pharoah. 1483 
Caxton Gold. Leg. 128/3 And she endured and enformed all 
the other in prayer. 15. . New Not-broune Mayd , Passion 
Cryste 388 in Hazl. E. P. P. III. 16 So endured With synne 
and vyce is he. 1596 Spenser F. Q. iv. viii. 27 And manly 
limbs endur'd with litle care Against all hard mishaps and 
fortunelesse misfare. 

p. 1578-1600 Sc. Poems 1 6 th C. II. 183 Priests, curse no 
more, And not your heartes indure. 1588 A. King tr. Ca- 
nisius* Catech. 146 That suithhe, quhilk maks the mynde 
of man stubbornlie indured agains gud admonition. 

II. To last ; to suffer continuously. 

2 . intr. To last, continue in existence. Also, 
to persist, ‘ hold out \ in any action, etc. + For- 
merly also, to continue in a certain state or con- 
dition, remain in a certain place (with complement 
expressing the state or place), 
a. c 1386 Chaucer Man Lauds T.6 55 In the castel noon 
so hardy was That eny while dorste therin endure, c 1400 
Maundev. v. (1839) 47 Who so stopped that watre from 
hem, thei myghte not endure there, c 1400 Sowdone Bab, 
1220 Thou maiste not longe endure, c 1430 Lydg. Chorle 
Sr Byrde (1818) 14 A wrecche never lyke to thryve But for 
tendure in poverte all my live. 1477 Earl Rivers 1 Caxton) 
Dictes 10 b. His lordship and power in this worlde may not 
long endure, a 1555 Latimer Serm. 4* Rem. (1845) . 33 
So this great king endured a leper all the days of his life. 
1607 Topsell Serpents (1653) 613 Snakes and Adders, .will 
not endure neer those places where they hear their voice. 
1664 Evelyn Kal. Hort. (1729) 218 Myrtles will endure 
abroad near a month longer. 1711 Col. Rec. Penn. II. 
558 A free and open trade with us whilst the Sun endures. 
1814 Southey in Q. Rev. XII. 65 Such corruptions endure 
only for a season. 1845 S. Austin Ranke's Hist. Ref. II. 
407 Such a relation was too wide a departure from the 
ordinary nature and course of human affairs to endure long. 
1878 Browning La Saisiaz ssTake the hope therein away, 
All we have to do is surely not endure another day. 

B. c 1450 Merlin ii. 24 Thus it indured longe tyme. c 1460 
Towneley Myst., Processus Noe 24 It shalle begyn fulle sone 
to rayn uncessantle. .and induyr dayes fourty. 1543 Boorde 
Dyetary xxviiL (1870) 291 As long as the Agew doth indure. 
1596 Bell Surv. Popery 1. 1. ii. 5 The floud indured one 
whole yeare. x6x6 Surfl. & Markh. Countr. Farme 407 
If you wash them in salt brine, you shall make them white, 
and to indure long. 1676-7 Marvell Corr. Wks. 1872-5 II. 
524 The debate upon the Nine-pences. .indured the whole 
day. 1743 Lond. <$• Country Brew. n. (ed. 2) 147 Neither 
Fermentation, nor Age, can ever disunite or separate such 
its ill Properties, while the Drink indures. 
fb. To keep up with. Obs. rare. 

1588 R. Parke tr. Mendoza's Hist. China 180 Men. .did 
trauaile with the same [burdens] . with so great ease and 
swiftnes, that the horse could not indure with them. 


t c. To be continued through space ; to extend 
from one point to another. Obs. rare. 

1523 Ld. Berners Froiss. I. cccxxxvii. (1812) 527 Highe 
wodes and forestes, that endured to thecyte of Constances. 
c 1530 — Arth. Lyt. Tiry/. (1814) 303 The! [woundes] began 
at his shouldres and endured downe to his thyghes. 1588 R. 
Parke tr. Mendoza’s Hist. China 229 These Hands endured 
vntill they came vn to a little gulfe. Ibid. 328 Many townes. 
of Indians of this nation, the which indured twelue dayes 
iourney. 

t d. quasi -tram. with out : To last out, per- 
sist during the continuance of (an event or action). 

1636 E. Dacres tr. Mackiavets Disc. Livy I. 133 They 
would sooner accept of the Kings, than endure out the 
warre. 

3 . Hans. To undergo, bear, sustain (continuous 
pain, opposition, hardship, or annoyance) ; pro- 
perly, to undergo without succumbing or giving 
way. Also absol. 

a. c 1325 E.E. Allit.P. A. 475 What more-hond mojtehe 
a-cheue J>at hade endured in worlde stronge. 1340 Ham- 
pole Pr. Consc. 6865 For- why na whitt of man may’ endure 
To se a devel in his propre figure. 1570-6 Lambarde 
Peramh. Kent 11826) 145 One sort founde him more than a J 
Pope, the other felt him more than a King, and they both 
endured him an intollerable tyrant. 1667 Milton P. L. ii. 
206 To endure Exile, or ignominy, or bonds, or pain. 1795 
Southey Joan of Arc v. 380 He can brave his cruelty, And 
triumph by enduring. 1876 Green Short Hist. ii. § 8 (1882) 
101 Such anarchy as England had endured under Stephen. 

p. 1594 H. Willobie in Shaks. C. Praise 7 To indure the 
burning heate. .1671 True Nonconf. 169 Your N. C. must 
indeed be very simple, that he could inefure such imposing. 
17x2 Shaftesb. Charac. (1737) II. 383 See how you can 
indure the prospect. 1783 Priestley Corrupt. Chr. 1. 11. 238 
These writers had. .to indure. .the punishment. 

b. Of things: To support (a strain, pressure, 
wear and tear, etc.) without receiving injury; for- 
merly also absol. Also in weaker sense, to undergo, 
suffer, be subjected to. 

14x3 Lydg. Pylg. Sowle iv. xxx, Gold wylle well enduren 
under the hamoure enlargyng hymself withouten erasure. 
x6ix Bible Pref. 1 The same endured many a storm of 
gaine-saying. _ 1658 Evelyn Fr. Gard. (1675) 70 Old trees, 
whose rind being very tough, can endure the wedge with- 
out splitting. x86o Tyndall Glac. 11. § 3. 247 The loss [of 
heat] endured . . through radiation into space. 

Fo. To withstand as an adversary, support, 
sustain. Obs. 

1575 Barbour Bruce 11. 429 His men.. war sa few that 
thai na mycht Endur the forss mar off the fycht. c X450 
Merlin ix. 134 That noon myght his strokes endure. 1470- 
85 Malory Arthur x. i, Yet shalle I ryght wel endure you. 
1724 De Foe Mem. Cavalier (1840) 64 We were obliged to 
endure the whole weight of the imperial army. 

4 . To suffer without resistance, submit to, toler- 
ate ; to contemplate with toleration. 

a- 1475 Caxton Jason 78 Notwithstanding he endured the 
malice of Zethephius. .a certayn space. x6ox Shaks. Jul. C. 
iv. iii. 29 Brutus, baite not me, lie not indure it. 1609 B. 
Jonson-SY/. Worn. i.i. (1616 > 533 Pie cannot endure a Costard- 
monger. 1651 Hobbes Leviath. u. xxiv. 129 Common- 
wealths can endure no Diet. 17x6-8 Lady M. W. Monta- 
gue T^ett. I. xvi. 54 Men endure everything while they are 
in love. 1733 Berkeley Alciphr. ii. § 24 The tendency of 
your opinions is so bad that no good man can endure them. 
1845 E. Holmes 136 The French gentlemen have 

only so far improved their taste as to be able to endure 
good things. 

p. 1617 Markham Caval. it. 86 Your horse, . will not indure 
their companie. 1617 Hif.ron Wks. (1619-20) II. 342 God 
..can indure none but cheerefull Seruitors. X678BUNYAN 
Pilgr. 1. 135, I could never indure him. 

% Used for : To entertain the possibility of. 

1677 Feltham Resolves 1. xxvii. (ed. 10) 47 St. Augustine 
would by no means indure the Antipodes : we are now of 
nothing more certain. 

b. With object inf. (with to), subord. cl., or 
accus. and inf. 

a. 15. . New Not-broune Mayd (1842) 51 When your plea- 
sure Was to endure To lye my sydes betwene.^ 1607 Topsell 
Serpents 11653) 815 The people of Europe in no place., 
can endure them to be set on their Tables. x6xx Bible 
Esther viii. 6 For how can I endure to see the evil that 
shall come unto my people? <2x627 Hayward Four Y. 
Eliz. ' 1840) 44 Hehad openlie reproched the French soldiers, 
for enduringe their master's enimies to lyve. <2x718 Penn 
Maxims Wks. 1726 I. 836 Those that have employments 
should not be endured to leave them humourously. 1732 
Berkeley Alciphr. i. § 5 We . . cannot endure that truth 
should suffer through complaisance. 1792 G. Wakefield 
Answer to Priestley 14 But my friends . . must, and will, 
endure me both to speak and write of them and their 
opinions, etc. 1798 — Reply to the Bp. ofLandaff's Ad- 
dress 5 The public ear must endure to vibrate with an in- 
cessant application of wholesome doctrine. 1871 Browning 
Pr. Hohenstiel 13x4 The man endured to help, not save 
outright the multitude. 

P % 1597 Hooker Eccl. Pol. v. vii.(t6n) 195 The world will 
not indure to heare that we are, etc. 1601 R. Johnson Kingd. 
<£• Commw. (1603) 205 They will not indure any of the com- 
mon people to come neare them. 1654 Trapp Comm. Ps. 
iv. 3 Wee cannot indure to hear sweet words from a stinking 
breath. x66o Trial Regie. 106 They ought not to indure 
I to have their Jurisdiction so much as questioned. 

I t 5 . Of things : To permit of, be compatible 
| with. arch. 

1593 Bilson Govt. Christ's Ch. 166 The wordes doe well 
endure it. 1823 Scott Peveril xiii, I have that to say to 
this youth which will not endure your presence, 
f Endu*red, ppl. a. Obs. rare. In 6 indured. 
[f. Endure v. + -ed 1.] Hardened, callous ; = In- 
durated. 


2540 Surrey Poems 103 In blind indured hearts light of 
thy lively name Cannot appear. 1578-160° .Sf. Poems x6tk 
C. II. 171 Their false indured heart, 
t Endirrement. Obs. [f. Endure v. + -ment.] 
The action of enduring ; concr . that which is 
endured ; hardship, suffering. 

2608 Sylvester Du Bartas (1621) 626 Or too-much idle 
feare of sufferings and endurements. a 1716 South Serm. 
(1744) VIII. ix. 254 These examples .. should make us 
couragious in the endurement of all worldly misery, 

XSndurer (endiua-roi). rare. [f. Endure v . -f- 
-er.] One who endures. 

1596 Spenser State Irel. (J.), They are. .great endurers of 
cold, labour, hunger, and all hardiness, a 1625 Beaum. & 
F l. Nice Valour iv. i, I'll fit you with my scholars, new 
practitioners, Endurers of the time, 1832 tr. Tour Germ. 
Prince II. ix. 155 What a man was this sublime endurer ! 

Endirringj vbl. sb. Also 7 mduring. [f. En- 
dure v. + -ing J .] The action of the vb. Endure. 

c *374 Chaucer Boeih . m. xi. 98 Acordynge to hyr. nature 
in conservacioun of hyr beynge and endurynge, 14x3 Lydg. 
Pilgr. Sowle v. i. (1859) 73 Seculum is taken for the en- 
durynge of the world. 1603 Knolles Hist. Turks (163%) 
103 The induring of a long siege. 1659 Pearson Creed 
(1839) 329 The descent into hell is not the enduring the 
torments of hell. 1684 Bunyan Pilgr, n. 1x4 His Faith, his 
Courage, his Enduring, and his Sincerity under all, has 
made his Name Famous. 

Enduring (endilhmq), ppl. a. Also 7 in-, 
[f. Endure v. + -ing 2 .] That endures, lasting. 

1532-3 Act 24 Hen. VIII , c. x Fewe of them . . haue any 
good or strong horse-harneis of lether, ne any endewringe 
saddelles. 18x6-7 Byron Manfred 1. i. 4 My slumbers— if 
I slumber — are not sleep, But a continuance of enduring 
thought. X883 Froude Short Stud. IV. 1. x. 125 The most 
enduring incidents of English history, 
t En&irring, prep. Obs. Also 6-8 indnring. 
[Orig. the pr. pple. of Endure v., in concord with 
the sb. (e.g. enduring his life = ‘ while his life 
endures*), afterwards taken as prep.] — During, 
a. 1494 Fabyan vi. clxxv. 172 Endurynge whiche trowbles, 
the Danysentred the lande. 1513 Bradshaw .5Y. Werburge 
I. 987, I wyll obserue, endurynge this lyfe mortal!. 1548 
Udall Erasm. Par. Pref. 12 a All my lyfe enduryng. ,to 
employe, etc. a 16x5 Brieue Cron. Erlis R oss (1850) 16 
lohne Ila was Erll of Ross, .enduring his lyftyme.^ 

р. 1524 Diurn. Occurr.Scot. (1833) 9 All the kirkis of thar 
dyocies wer interdyted induring their wairding. 1588 A, 
King tr. Canisius' Catech. Confess. 9 Gif being pairted for 
adulterie Iauchfullie prouen, any marie induring the vyers 
[other's] lyf quhilk is adulterie. 1637-50 Row Hist. Kirk 
(1842) 179 And I promise, indureing the conference, not to 
countenance any enemies to that religion. 

£SudnxingIy (endiu»*rigli), adv. [f. Enduring 
ppl. a. 4- -ly *.] In an enduring manner. 

1831 New Monthly Mag. LI 1 1. 545 How assiduously and 
enduringly they toiled. x86a R. Patterson Ess. Hist. <$• 
Art 378 The great empires which have enduringly impressed 
themselves upon the world's memory. x888 Harper's Mag. 
July 2x5 The work was done cheaply and flimsily, not 
massively and enduringly. 

Enduringues s (endiu»*rignes). [f. Enduring 
ppl. a. + -ness.] The quality of being enduring, 
a 1867 J as. Hamilton in Spurgeon Treas.Dav. Ps.xc,i6 
In so far as it was to have any success or enduringness, it 
must be God’s work. 1878 Dowden Stud. Lit. 155 The en- 
duringness of nerve needed for sane and continuous action. 
Enduyce, obs. form of Induce. 
f E*ndware. Obs. rare- 1 . [?perh. some error; 
OE. *$nde-waru (collect, sing.) would mean ‘the 
inhabitants of an end* (cf. End sb. and -ware), 
Halliwell gives ‘ Endware, a hamlet, Lined ; but 
it is not in the Line, glossaries.] ? = Ends hip. 

1577 Harrison England it. xiii. (.1877) i. 261 The moonkes 
were authors of mariie goodlie borowes and end wares neere 
unto their dwellings . . But alas . . they wrought oft great 
wickedness and made those endwares little better than 
brodelhouses. 

End-way(s s -wise (endw^, -W^iz,-W3iz), adv. 
[f. End sb. + -way(s, -wise.] 

1 . Of position: With the end (as distinguished 
from the side) uppermost, foremost, or turned to- 
wards the spectator. Also Endways on. 

1657 R. Ligon Barbadoes (1673 87 To dig small holes., 
and put in the Plants end wise. 1679 Plot Staffordsh. ( 1686) 
193 Set obliquely like a pack of Cards, endways or edgways. 
1709 Berkeley Ess. Vision § 2 Distance being a line directed 
endwise to the eye. 1722 De Foe Col. Jack (2840! 47 The 
book lay end-way. 1855 Longf. Hiaw. vm. 68 The birch 
canoe stood endwise. 1857 Mrs. Gaskell C. Bronte (x86o) 
3 The flag-stones with which it is payed are placed end- 
ways. 1869 Blackmore Lorna D. xiii. (ed. 12) 78 A stone 
was set up endwise. 1879 Miss Jackson Shropsh. Word- 
bk. s. v., The house standing endways-on to the street. 1884 
Times (weekly ed.) 3 Oct. 13 .ft A little town looking end- 
ways on to the river from a terraced slope. 

b. In the direction of the ends ; also, end to end, 
a x6o8 Sir F. Vere Comm. 125 The Poulder. .broad-wayes 
lay due West, and end-ways North and South. 1862 jrnl. 
Soc. A rts X. 327/1 Strips of vulcanised india-rubber ce- 
mented endways. 

2 , Of motion : fa. End on, in a direct line, 
continuously. (Obs. exc. dial.) b. End foreniost. 

с. In the direction of the ends, lengthwise ; also 
quasi-#///. 

a. 1575TURBERV. Venerie 86 Hartes which have bene hunt- 
ed, do most commonly runne end wayes as farre as they have 
force. 1641 Hobbes Lett. Wks. 1845 VII. 456 As if a foot- 
man should run with double swiftnesse endwayes. 1855 
Whitby Gloss. , Endways , forward. 
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'b, tj 6 $GRivmTH Storm in Phil. Trans. IN. 277 More than 
one [splinter] flew endways like an arrow. *796 Morse 1 
^4 ?K£*r. Geog. 1 . 480 A large pine has been seen . . to pitch over 
endwise. 2870 Barnum m R. Anderson Missions A mer. Bd. 
IV. xiii. 421 Taking the gun in both hands and striking 
with it endwise. 

C. c 1750 Imison Sch. Arts I. 138 Take the tube, .and 
shaking it endways, the mercury will run into the tube. 
2791 Smeaton Edystone L. (1793) 196 The stress upon the 
legs is always endways. 1819 Playfair Nat. Phil. ted. 3) 
I. 165 The strength of the beam to resist a force applied to 
it end wise. 1850 Chubb* s Locks fy Keys 1 3 A compound of 

both endway pushing and revolving motion. 2:882 Nature 
XXVI. 599 The endwise action of so large a force, 
t JSudwe'll, v. Obs. rare. [f. En -1 + Dwell. 
Cf. In-dwell.] tram . To dwell in, stay in, 

. Hence Endwe Tier, an inhabitant 
c 1420 Pallad. on Husk 1. 437 Herdde it [the cistern] weel 
Tyl water wol endwelle it and abyde. c 1630 Drumm. of 
Hawth. Poems 136 Rich Pallace, and Endweller ever blest. 
{ Endye: see Vm- preff 3. 

I Endymiony. nonce-wd. [f. Endymion proper 
name + ~Y.] Sleepiness like that of Endymion. 

2600 Tourneur Trans/. Met. vi, Tong Endimionie Hath 
pierc'd the clearenes of thy sight, 
f Ene, a. Obs . rare. Also 4 eene, 3ene, 
$eeene, yeene, yn. [related to OE. eanian , Ean?.] 
Of sheep : With young, in lamb. 

1388 Wyclif Ps. cxliii. 13 The scheep of hem hen with, 
lambre [v. r. eene, yn, ene, geeene, gene ; 1382 ful of frut ; 
Vul %. foetosm.) — Isa. xl. u He scbal here scheep with 
tomb [v. r. ene, ether with lomb, yeene, ether with lomb ; 
1382 ful of frut ; Vulg. feet as.] 
t B'Ue, adv. Forms : 1 eene, 2-4 ene, (3 eene). 
[OE. sene, instr. case of an one. Cf. MHG. eine.] 

1 . Once, on one occasion ; opposed to often . 

Beowulf (Gr.) 3020 Ac sceal. . Oft nalles sene elland tredan. 

c xooo /Elfric Gen. xviii. 31 Nu ic sene begann to sprecanne 
to minum Drihtne, cxijsLamb, Horn. 15 Ne beo j?u nefre 
ene wra<!> per fore, a 1250 Owl fy Night . 1105 Vor hit bi- 
tidde ene swo, Ich am the blithur ever mo. c 1325 Chron. 
Eng, in Ritson Met. Rom. II. 304 Ene heo [the Danes] 
him [Edmund] overcome. 

2 . In phrases. For ene : once for all. At ene : 
(a.) at one stroke, = At once i ; (b.) in one group 
or set, « At once 2. To make at ene ; to arrange, 
settle ; cf. At one 2. See also Bedene. 

c 127s Lay. 20462 For ene and for euere. 1297 R. Glouc. 
47 Thou nart one y payed oure tresour to nyme at ene. 
Ct 325 E. E. Allit. P. A. 291 pre wordez hatz pou spoken 
at ene. Ibid. 052 In pat on oure pes watz mad at ene. 
Ene, obs. form of Even sb . ; also obs. pi. of Eye. 
-©ne, suffix, in Organic Chemistry the termina- 
tion of many names of hydrocarbons, e.g. benzene, 
camphene, napthalene, toluene , etc. In systematic 
nomenclature, proper to compounds of the olefine 
group, with formula C n Ii 2n , but also more widely 
used. 

t Enea'ger, v. Obs. Also Geneigre. [f. En -1 
4 Eager.] trans. To make eager or fierce; to 
irritate ; to whet (an appetite). 

2:594 R. Carew Tasso (1881)26 The thought of this his 
natiue sauage mood . , Angring eneigres. 1649 Ambrose 
Media xiii. (1652) 350 If it be eneagred with a longing 
desire. 

Enearnest : see En- preff 2. 
t Ene*brie, Obs. rare — 1 . [ad. L. inebriare 

Inebriate.] trans. = Inebriate. 

CX430 Speculum (1888) 35 This wyne, the king of heven 
enebried tulle swetely. 

+ E*necate, Obs. [f. L. eneedt - ppl. stem of 
eneedre, f. e out -f* needre to kill.] trans. To kill 
outright. In quot absol. 

1657 Phys. Diet., Enecated, killed. 1665 G. Harvey 
Advice agst. Plague 10 Some .. enecate in two or three 
hours, suddenly corrupting or extinguishing the vital spirits. 
2721-2800 Bailey, Enecated, killed. 

Hence Eneca’tiou, Obs. [see -ation], the action 
of killing outright, destruction. 

2657 Tomlinson Renou's Disfi. 282 The enecation of small 
wormes. 1661 Lovell Hist. Anim. 4 Min. 430 Vlcers. .are 
cured if verminose, by extraction, and enecation. 

■ En, Echelon : see Echelon, 

Ened, enedmete, var. of Ende, etc., Obs. 
Eneich: $zz'EM-prefP%. 

Eneid, variant of /Eneid. 

Eneigre, variant of Eneager v. Obs. 

Enelpi, variant of Onelepy a. Obs. only. 
c 1275 Lamb. Horn. 29 On enelpi luttele hwile mon mei 
imderfon ane wunde on his licome. 

_ Enema (emzma, enrma). Med. PL enemas ; 
in techn. use often enemata. [a. Gr. ivffia, f. 
IvUvai , f. iv in + I- stem of Umt to send. 

The normal pronunciation is (e'nzmaj, but the incorrect 
form is in very general use.] 

" 1 . A liquid or gaseous substance (either medicinal 
or alimentary) introduced mechanically into the 
rectum ; a clyster, an Injection. Also attrib ., as 
in enema-apparatus, - instrument -pump, - syringe . 
1682 tr. Willis* Rem. Med. Wks. Voc., Enema, a clister. 
2752 Chambers Cy cl,. Enema in medicine denotes a clyster, 
2794-6 E. Darwin Zoott. (2801) I. 32 A dram of it [lauda- 
num] was used as an enema. 2800 Med. Jml. III. 230, I 
then exhibited a laxative and antispasmodic Enema. 2847 
E. Seymour Severe Dis. 1 . 9, I recommended him. .the use 
of enemata. 2872 Cohen Dis. Throat 87 We can resort to 


nutritive enemas. ; 2879 T. Bryant Pract. Snrg. IT. 3 The 
. .india-rubber enema apparatus . . may pe employed. 2886 
C, H. Fagge Brine.,# Pract. Med. II. 208 Enemata may 
be continued somewhat longer still. 

2 . Short for * enema-apparatus \ 

Mod. One of — 's patent enemas. 

; t Enemiafeleg a. Obs. rare- 1 , [ad. OFr. 
ammiable , ennemiable : see Enemy and -able, and 
cf. amiable (] Having the disposition of an enemy ; 
hostile. . 

1382 Wyqlif Eeclus. xlvi. 7 A bure he made agen the 
enemyable [v. r. enmyable] folc. 

Enemicitions, var. of Inimicitious, assimi- 
lated to Enemy. 

2692 En. Taylor Behmen's Theos. Philos, xviii. 27 Mortal, 
and the Properties of it became Enemicitious, 
t E*nemious, a. Obs. In 6 enmions. [a. OF. 
enemieux , f. enemi : see Enemy and -ous.] Hos- 
tile, unfriendly. 

1529 S. Fish Su-pjd. 9 An enmious and an enuious laugh- 
ing. 254? Record Judic. Uryne 42 b These [colors] ar the 
most enmious to nature. 

Hence E'uemiously adv., in a hostile manner ; 
spitefully. 

1529 More Heresyes iv. ix. 107 b 1 Neuer eny secte . . 
wolde . . so enemyously blaspheme & oppugne y j church of 
Cryste. 

Enemity, obs, form of Enmity. 

Enemony, obs. form of Anemone. 

Enemy (e*nemi), sb. and a. Forms: 4-7 
enemi(e, -mye, enmie, -y(e, 4-6 enne-, en- 
nymy(e, 5-7 enimie. -ye, (4 ennymei, en(e)me, 
5 annemy, elmy, enmei, 6 ennimie), 4- enemy, 
[a. OF. enemi (Fr . enne mi), anemi , -y, corresp.to 
Pr. enemie, Cat. encmig, Sp. enemigo, It. nemico 
>L. inimicus , f. in- negative prefix + amicus 
friendly, friend.] 

A. sb. 

I. An unfriendly or hostile person. 

1 . One that cherishes hatred, that wishes or 
seeks to do ill to another ; also in weaker sense, 
an adversary, antagonist, opponent. Const, of 
(or genitive case 1, to. 

axyso Cursor M. 14827 Quar es he \>&t godds enemy? 
£-2340 Ibid. 25350 (Fairf.) Forgiue }>ine eneme. 1362 Langl. 
P. PL A. xi. 148 He. .bidde}> [vs]. .Blessen vr enemys. 2398 
in Eng. Gilds (1870) 5 Enpresoned falslich by enme. c 1440 
York Myst xvii. 329 Herowde is oure enmye. 1538 Starkey 
England ii, 49 The handys.. defend the rest of the body 
from the iniury of ennymys vtward. 2592 Shaks. Rom. 

f jul. 1. v. 143 Prodigious birth of Loue it is to me, That 
must loue a loathed Enemie. 2600 — A. Y. L. 11. iii. 
18 Within this roofe the enemie of all your graces hues. 
2653' Trial Major Faulconer in Howell St. Trials (1816) 
V. 359 He was an enemy to himself in spending his estate. 
2664 Marvell Corr. Wks. 1872-5 II. 98 A worke of their 
enimyes and not of their neighbours and friends. 2729 De 
Foe Crusoe (2840) II. xi. 242, I had been nobody’s enemy 
but my own. 2792 Anecd. IV. Pitt 1 1 , ii. 44 An enemy to 
his fellow-subjects. 2845 S. Austin Ranke's Hist. Ref. 
II. 215 A stake was driven into the ground before his door, 
as a token that he was a public enemy. 2859 Tennyson 
Geraint # Enid 282 Where can I get me . . arms to fight my 
enemy? 2872 Morley Voltaire (1886) 12 The man of the 
world, that worst enemy of the world. 

b. spec. The Enemy : the Devil (cf. fiend'). 
Also (our) ghostly or great enemy, the old enemy, 
f the enemy of hell ; the enemy of mankind , of 
souls, etc. 

2382 Wyclif Luke x. 19, I haue gouun to 30U power of 
defoulinge, other tredinge . . on al the vertu of the enemy. 
1387 Trevisa Higden t Rolls 1 V. 131 The olde enemy cryde 
Openliche in b e ayer. 1447 Bokenham Seyntys (1835) 9 
That tentacyoun Betoknyth . . Of oure gostly enmye. 
<21450 Knt. de la Totir{x 2 > 6 %) 125 She had vij husbondes, 
the whiche were mischeued and slayne bi the Annemy of 
helle. 2526 Pilgr. Perf. (W. de W. 1531') 4 The prynce of 
derknes . . Our goostly ennemy the deuyll. 1535 Stewart 
Cron. Scot. II. 221 Be illusion of the ennimie. 1549 Bk. Com. 
Prayer , Visit. Sick , Defend him from the danger of the 
enemy. 2712 Addison Sfect. No. 273 w 8 Another Principal 
Actor in this Poem is the great Enemy of Mankind. 1820 
Scott Abbot xvi, I defy the Old Enemy to unmask me when 
I choose to keep my vizard on. 

c. The great or last enemy : death (cf. i Cor. 
xv. 26). 

, 2885 Border Lames 166 Looking to see the great Enemy 
arise from the waters, and come up to enter within the 
house where the knight lay. 

d. transf. and fig. (a.) One who hates or op- 
poses (a cause, custom, state of things). (&) 
Something that operates prejudicially upon, coun- 
teracts the action of. 

1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R . vn. xx. (2495) 237 Eyen 
hen enmyes and theues. 1595 Shaks. John in. i. 263 So 
mak’st thou faith an enemy to faith. 2658 Evelyn Fr. 
Card. n. § 3 (1675) T 73 To destroy these Enemies [Palmer 
worms], you should, etc. 2679 Penn Addr. Prot. 1. viii. 
(1692I 31 Vice, the Enemy of Religion, is at the same time, 
the Enemy of Humane Society. 1782 Let. in Amyot 
Windham (1812) I. 28 One was an enemy to thinking;-— 
the other to drinking. 2875 Jowett Plato (ed. 2) V. 229 
The true judge, .ought to be the enemy of all pandering to 
the pleasure of the spectators. 

2 . One belonging to a hostile army or nation ; 
an armed foe. 

a 2300 Cursor M. 6592, 1 ledd 30U thorn J?e strand, Vte of all 
3our enmys hand. ^1325 E. E, Allit. P. B. 2204 And harde 


hurles burg }s® oste, er enmies hit wyste 2303 Gows-w 
Conf. III. 15 The higher hond he [Bacchus] hadde And 
victoire of his enemies, c 1460 Fortkscue Abs: <§■ Lim. 
Mon. (1714) 221 His Highness schal be .. of Power to subl 
due his Ennymyes. 1462 J. Paston Let. 23 Aug, in Fasten 
Lett. No. 4IQ II. 42 God .. send yowe vyttorye of yowr 
elmyes. 1601 Shaks. Jul, C. v. iv. 22 No Enemy Shall 
euer take aliue the Noble Brutus, a 1674 Clarendon Hist 
Reb. ix. (1843) 582/2 To take charge of those horse whom 
only their friends feared, and their enemies laughed at 
2722 Steele Sped. No. 350 f t The Relief which a Man of 
Honour would bestow upon an Enemy barbarously treated. 
1769 Blackstone Comm . IV. 83 A rebel is not an enemy* 
2874 Bancroft Footjr. Time A. 46 All outside the family 
tribe, or nation were usually held as enemies. * 

3. The hostile force. Originally only as quasi- 
personified, with concord in sing. • now also as 
collect, with concord in pi. Also, a hostile ship. 

1601 Shaks. Jul. C. iv. iii. 299 ’Tis better that the Enemie 
seeke vs. 1793 Burke Corr. U844) IV. 159 They strike at 
the enemy in his weakest and most vulnerable part. 1813 
Wellington in Gurw. Disp. XI. 35 To draw the attention 
of the enemy to this quarter; 2855 Motley Dutch Rep. vi, 
1.(2866), 771 He sprang on board the enemy alone. 2867 
Pearson Early $ Mid. Ages Eng. I. 471 A storm of arrows 
completed the rout of the first line of the enemy ; and their 
men-at-arms were, etc. 

b. fig. 

1879 Proctor Pleas. Ways Sc. viii. 274 Cold is the real 
enemy which bars the way towards the Pole. 

C. colloq. or slang, flow goes the enemy. 

* what is the time ? 1 

2839 Dickens Nick, Nick. xix. 1839 Bailey Fesfus xiv. 
(1848)254- 

t II- 4 . [app. a subst. use of B. 1 .]= Enmity. 
Obs. rare. 

1398 Trevisa Barth, de P. R. vrn. xiii. (2495) 320 Vnder 
tlie planete Mars is conteyned werre and batayle, prison 
and enmye. c 2400 A pot. Loll. 25 pat cursing be rigtwyse 
longen [hre condiciouns] .. rigtwisnes in pe kirk .. vnrigt- 
wisnes in pe man cursid, Sc enmey of pe obstinat. Ibid. 
8y On sleb an o}?er bi enemy, c 1420 Chron . Vilod. 222 
For to him he hadde a prevyge enmyge. 

B. adj. (In many examples the word admits of 
being regarded as the sb. used attrib.) 
f 1. Adverse, hostile, ill-disposed, unfriendly. 
Const, to, with . Obs. 

c 1340 Cursor M. 12930 (Trin.) pe enemy fend ]>o him 
[Jesus] sougt. 1382 Wyclif i Cor. xv. 26 Forsoth at the 
laste, the enemy deeth schal be distroyed. 1514 Barclay 
Cyt. ff Uplondyshm. (1847) 63 Enemie to muses is wretched 
povertie. 1553 N. Grimald tr. Cicero's Duties (c 2600) 232 
h To mans nature, .cruelty is most enimy. 1596 Shaks. 
Merck. V. iv. i. 447 Your wife, .would not hold out enemy 
for euer. 1607 Topsell Four/. Beasts (1673) 200 The 
enemy beasts to harts : — Harts are opposed by wolves. 1643 
Sir T. Browne Relig. Med. 237, I have beene shipwrackt, 
yet am not enemy with the sea or winds. 1654 Earl of 
Orrery Parthenissa (1676) 125 He has nothing that’s enemy 
to us but his name. 2726 Swift Gulliver n. vii. Some evil 
genius, enemy to mankind, must have been the first con- 
triver. 

2. Of or pertaining to a hostile army or nation ; 
standing in the relation of an enemy, hostile. 
rare in mod. use. 

2388 Wyclif Ecclus. xlvi. 7 He made assaugt agens the 
folk enemy [1382 enmyable folc]. 2598 Grenewey Tacitus ’ 
Ann. xi. viii. (1622) 249 Being captaines of the enemy na- 
tions. 1623 Bingham Xenophon 82 The Countrey is enemy, 
and we in danger to lose many Souldiers. 2653 Holcroft 
Procopius iv. 249 N arses medled not with Ariminum. .nor 
with any other Enemy-towne. 2655-60 Stanley Hist. Philos. 
(1702) 226/2 The Carduchi, a People Enemy to the Persians. 
1768-74 Tucker Lt. Nat . II. 429 There is a party of enemy 
Indians coming that way. 2793 T. Jefferson Writ. IV. 
25 (1859) Enemy goods are lawful prize. 1881 J. Westlake 
in Academy 25 Jan. 24/3 Distinguishing between the 
enemy character of individuals and of their State, 
t E nemy, v. Obs. rare— 1 , [f. prec.] intr. 
To be hostile to. Hence f E-uemying vbl. sb. 

1382 Wyclif Ps. xxxiv. 29 Ouer ioge not to me that 
enemyen [2388 hen aduersaries] to me wickeli. 2529 S. 
Fish Suppl. 9 So then here was enmying, enuying, laugh- 
ing, etc. 

Enemy, dial, corruption of Anemone. 

28. . Tennyson N. Fanner ix, They fun 'urn theera-laaid 
of ’is faace Doon i’ the woild ’enemies. 

T E'nemyful, a. Obs. rare — L [f. Enemy 4 - 
-pul.] Resulting from the action of an enemy; 
hostile. Hence Emernyfully adv., after the man- 
ner of an enemy. 

1382 Wyclif Isa. i. 7 ^oure regioun. .shal be desolat as in 
enemyful wastete. 2450-2530 Myrr. our Lady e 260 That 
had enmefully enuye to the glory of them that were made* 

t E'nemylike, and adv. Obs. Also 4 
enemylich. [f. Enemy + Like a. and adv.] 

A. adj. Resembling an enemy ; having the 
bearing or disposition of an enemy. 

2561 T. Norton Calvin's Inst iv. 266 To he caried with 
an enemy like mynd against his aduersarie. 2623 Bingham 
Xenophon 7 As for Cyrus, where he is.. an enemie, no man 
more sowre, nor more enemie-like. 

B. adv. After the manner of an enemy ; as an 

enemy does* ■ ■ : : '■/ , 

2382 Wyclif Num. xxv. 18 The Madianytees. .enemylich 
ban doo ageyns 30W, 2562 T. Norton Calvin’s Inst. iv. 
xx. (2634) 739 To defend with warre the dominions com- 
mitted to their charge, if at any time they be enemy-like 
assailed. 1631 Gouge God’s Arrows iii. ii. 183 They were 
the first that enemie-like set upon Israel. 1652 Howell 
Venice 178 But whether he is to be acknowledg’d as a 
Father, who enemy-like robs his children, judge you. 


EHEMYLY. 


MEEGY. 


f E*nemyly, a. and adv. Ohs. rare. Also 
4 enmyly. [1. Enemy a. + -ly* and 2 .] 

A. adj. Hostile. B. adv. In a hostile 
manner. 

1382 Wyclif 2 Macc. xiv. 11 Other frendis hauyngehem 
enmyly, enflawmlden Demetrxe a^eirras Judee. 1361 Daus 
tr. BnUinger on Apoc. (1573) 3:39 b. The Lord is. . describyng 
the enemy lie warre agaynst Antichrist. 

Eknemyship, nonce-wd. ff. Enemy + -ship.] 
The position or relation of an enemy. 

1776 Paine Com. Setise (1791) 30 Is the nearest and only 
true way of proving enemyship, if I may so call it. 
f Ene*nt, and with advb. gen. suffix -es 
eutes, prep. Ohs. Forms: a. 4 enent. /3. 4 
enentes, -is, 6 enens. [var. ffi Anent.] In va- 
rious senses of Anent : e.g. in the eyes or opinion 
of= Anent 6 ; opposite «* Anent 7 ; towards * in 
favour of =» Anent 9 ; as regards * Anent 10 . 

a 1300 Cursor M. 6880 (Gdtt.) Als enent j>is moyses. Ibid. 
10858 (Cott.) J?ou has enent vr lauerd spedd. Ibid. 14459 
Enentis pe Iuus al was for noght. Ibid. 14878 All for noght 
enent him stode. Ibid. 25312 J>ou hald wreth enents j>i 
broiler, a 1400-50 Alexander 3245 Suld neuir na gome be 
to glade . . Of his nejbour noy enentis him-selfe. 1516 Will 
Rd. P eke of Wkd. 4 June, Even enens my stall. 

t Ene'ntise, -ish, v. Ohs. In 4 enefy)ntis, 
-ysch. [var- ff. of Anientise.] tram. To bring 
to nothing, exhaust (the contents of a vessel). 
Hence Ene'ntising vhl. sb., exhaustion, fainting. 
a 1340 Hampole Psalter lxxiv. 8 The groundis that is the 

E tie of hell is noght enentist [ibid enentyscht] that it he 
t withouten ende. 1388 Wyclif Judith xiii, 29 Achior.. 
felde doun on his face .. and his soule suffride eneyntisyng. 

Eaepidermic (enepidaumik), a. [f. En - 2 
pref. + Epiderm-is skin + -ic.] Of or pertaining 
to (medical) applications to the skin. 

1 33ne*r&, v. Ohs . In pr. pple . enerdand, 
-ond. [Prob. f. En- 1 + Erd to dwell ; but cf. En- 
HERD.] intr. To dwell in. 

<71400 Destr. Troy 4117 A londe here ledis in dwelt .. 
byg men with all, Enerdond by hor one. Ibid. 12587 
Enmys enerdand in ylis aboute. 

t E’nergate, v. Ohs. rare. [f. Energ-y + 
-ate.] trans. To energize ; to give energy to. 

1647 Hudson Div. Right Govt. 11. x. 152 Religion must 
be the foundation of all Policy, .cementing all societies, and 
energating all lawes. 

Energetic (enord^e-tik), a. [ad. Gr. ivepyyriK- 
6s active, f. Ivf pyi-uv to operate, effect. Now 
treated as if derived from Energy.] 
f 1. Operative, engaged in action. Ohs. rare. 

1701 Grew Cosm. Sacr. 1, i. (Rd If then we will conceive 
of God truly, .we must look upon him. .as a being eternally 
energetick. 

2. Powerfully operative. 

1651 Biggs New Disp. 204 An energetick remedy. 1839 G. 
Brim Nat. Philos. Introd. 33 A most energetic force pre- 
siding over the internal constitution of bodies, i860 Tyn- 
dall Glac. 1. § 20. 141, I . , found an energetic polarity in a 
mass at some distance below the summit. 1876 Tait 
Rec. Adv. Phys. Sc. vi. 152 The most energetic chemicals. 
3. Characterized by energy. Of persons: Strenu- 
ously active. Of movements, actions, expressions : 
Forcible, vigorous, emphatic. 

1796 Burke Regie. Peace Wks. VIII. 240 The active and 
energetick part of the French nation, itself the most active 
and energetick of all nations. 1845 Whately Rhet. (1850) 
213 Many others, who are allowed to he elegant, are yet by 
no means vigorous and energetic. 1842 A. Combe Physiol. 
Digestion 126 The active and energetic respiration attend- 
ant on cheerfulness and buoyance of spirits. 1876 Emerson 
Lett. & Soc. Aims, Resources Wks. (Bohn) III. 203 The 
world belongs to the energetic, belongs to the wise. 1881 
Jowett Tkucyd.l. 99 All men are energetic when they are 
making a beginning. 

Hence Energe*tics sb. pi. [on the analogy of 
mathematics, , etc.], the doctrine or science of 
Energy. 

1855 W. Rankine in Edin. Philos, frttl, The basis of the 
science of energetics. 1881 Armstrong in Nature No. 619. 
452 That branch of science which . . I may provisionally 
term ‘ Animal Energetics'. 

Energetical, a. ff. as Energetic a. + -al.] 

1. Philos. Operative, that produces effects ; active 
as opposed to passive, arch. 

*603 Sir C. Heydon Jud. Astral. xxiiL 506 Their inward 
formes, and energeticall faculties. 1644-52 J. Smith Sel. 
Disc. iv. 119 Resembling the passive powers of the intellect 
to colours, the active or energetical to light. 1678 Cud- 
worth Intell. Syst. 161 Fate . . ought . to be looked upon 
. . as an energetical and effectual principle. 1850 Maurice 
Mor. § Met. Philos. *ed. 2) 88 All things are efficient and 
energetical only in their harmony. 

+ 2. Powerfully operative. Ohs. 

1631 R. H. Arraign?#. Whole Creature i. 8 When it 
worketh it is energeticall indeed, and powerfull in operation. 
1644-52 J. Smith Sel. Disc. v. 160 As this is more strong 

1 us. 


: energetical part in us which The Scrip- 
ture calls Spirit. -■ 

3. Full of energy ; strenuously active ; forcible, 
emphatic, rare in mod. use. 

1631 Star Chamh. Cases (1886) 46 A very energeticall 
phrase, grynding the faces of the poore. 1773 J. Allen 
Serm. St. Mary*s Oxf. 23 The energetical fervent prayers 
of this church's champions. 1839 James Louis XIV, III. 
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409 This rapid, and energetical method of continuing the 
war. _ 

Energetically (ensid^e-tjkali), adv. [f. Ener- 
getical a. + -lY 2 4 J In an energetical manner. 

*776 P® Lolme Eng. Const. (1784) Pref. 2 Which he so 
energetically applauds. 1836 Random Recall. Ho. Lardsx iv. 
339 His longest and most energetically delivered speeches. 
1855 Macaulay Hist. Eng. IV. 86 He did not approve of 
the plan : but he executed it . . zealously and energetically. 
1883 H. Spencer in Contemp. Rev. X LI 1 1. 8 The primitive 
man . . can exert himself energetically for a time. 

li Energi*a. rare. The Lat. form of Energy ; 
used in the sense of Energy 6 . 

2861 Graham in Phil. Trans. 184 The colloid possesses 
Energia. 

t Ene rgial, a. Ohs. rare. [f. Energy + -al.] 
Of or pertaining to energy; operative, efficacious. 

C1525 Skelton Refilyc. 368 A mystical!, Effecte energiall 
As Greekes do it call. 

Euergiatype (enaMd^iataip). Ohs. [f. energia 
(see Energy > + Type.] An earlier name for the 
photographic process called Ferrotype. 

1845 A ihenseum 22 Feh. 203 The Energiatype, or, as the 
discoverer now names the process, the Ferrotype. 1859 
Encycl. Brit. XVII. 550 2 under the name of the energia- 
type, Mr. Hunt published an account of a process in which 
the salts of iron were used. 

Energic f ena-idgik), a. [f. Energ-y + -ic ; cf. 
F. hiergique , It. energico . ] 
t 1. Powerfully operative ; *= Energetic 2 . Ohs. 
1665 G. Harvey Advice agst. Plague 7 Not so Energick 
as to venenate the intire mass of blood in an instant. 1689 
— Curing Dis. by Expect, xvi 124 The most Energick 
Simples. 1753 Smollett Ct . Fathom (1784) 13/2 A juice 
much more energick than the milk of goat, wolf, or woman. 

2. Characterized by energy ;- strenuous, forcible, 
vigorous ; - Energetic 3 . Now rare. 

1702 tr. Le Clerc’s Prim. Fathers 45 Expressions, .not. . 
energick enough to express such Thoughts. 1792 A. Young 
Trav. France 65 The energic exertions of ardent minds. 
1818 J. H. Fret® Wkistlecraft’s Nat. Poem m. xli, The 
strong Fryingpan’s energic jangle. 1876 J. Ellis Caesar 
in Egypt 32 Caesar, astute, energic, press’d the war. 

3. nonce-uses, (see quots.) 

1796 7 Coleridge Poems , Lines on Friend , To me hath 
Heaven with bounteous hand assigned Energic reason. 
2834 — Let. 1 Mar., My mind is always energic— I don't 
mean energetic: I require in everything what, for lack of 
another word, I may call propriety,— that is, a reason, why 
the thing is at all,, and why it is there or then rather than 
elsewhere or at another time. 1859 Blackw. Mag. LXXX VI. 
242/2 The energic faculty that we call Will. 

+ Ene’rgical, a. Ohs . rare . [f. as Energic a. 
+ - al.] =prec. 

1565 Jewel Def. Apol. (1611)241 Your Figuratiue, Tropi- 
call, & Energicall Doctrine touching this blessed Sacrament. 
1653 Waterhouse Apol. Learn. 85 (T.) The learned and 
moderate . . confess our polity to he productive of more 
energical . . preachers than any church in Europe. 1720 
Welton Suffer. Son of God I. xii. 300 Whose Works of 
Penitence . . become Powerful and Energical to procure 
those Great and Extraordinary Graces. 

!l Energico (gngTt^/ko), adv. Music. [It] 
With energy. In mod. Diets. 

f EneTging, ppl. a . Ohs. rare [?f. *energe 
vb. (back-formation from Energy) + -ing 2 .] 

? Powerfully acting. (But perh. misprint for 

Emerging.) 

1749 Smollett Regicide 1. vi. (1777) 15 To stifle and re- 
press Th' energing dictates of my native right. 

Energist (e-nord^ist). ? nonce-wd. [f. Energy 
+ -1ST.] A writer who aims at ‘ energy’ of style. 
1804 Edin. Rev. III. 349 Want of dignity in the mode of 
chastising the absurdities of the Energists. 

Energize (e-nord^iz), v. [f. Energ-y + -ize : 
cf. Fr.. f hiergiser (Boiste).] 

1. trans. a. To rouse into energy or activity, 
call into active operation, b. To infuse energy 
into, supply with energy. 

1753, Miss Collier Art Torment. 136 From a desire of 
energizing this his [Jonathan's] favourite affection. x8xz 
G. Chalmers Dom. Econ . Gt. Brit. Pref. 9 The office of 
Inspector-General was greatly improved, and energized, 
during the first^administration of Mr. Pitt. 1875 M c Laren 
Serm. Ser. n. viii. 147 Faith will energize us for any sort of 
work. 

2. intr. To he in active operation ; to put forth 
energy, exercise one’s powers. 

1752 Fielding Amelia xi. v. Wks. 1784 IX. 278 The same 
passion cannot much energize on two different objects at 
one and the same time. 1818-60 Whately Comm-pl. Bk. 
(1864) 23 In attending to an interesting play . . we can ener- 
gise without much fatigue. 1852 Sirw. Hamilton Discuss. 
39 We exist only as we energise. 1871 Froude in Devon. 
Assoc. Trans. IV. 20 We have no reason to believe that in 
the past condition of the earth., there were functions 
energizing of which we have no modern counterparts. 
Hence E-nergized ppl a. 

1885 Mrs. Linton Chris. Kirkland II. 54 A huge cosmic 
joke and energized satire. 

Energizer (e-naid^izGi). [f. prec. + -ER.] 
He who or that which energizes. (Used by Harris 
for: The agent of an action.) 

1750 Harris Hermes 1. ix. (1786) 174 Every Energy is 
necessarily situate between two Substantives, an Energizer 
which is active, and a Subject which is passive. Ibid 175 
Brutus loved Portia. Here Brutus is the energizer ; loved, 
the energy ; and Portia, the subject. 1882 W. B. Weeden 
Social Daw Labor 28 He may be his . . own energizer. 


Energizing (emord^sizig). vhl. sb. [f. as prec. 

+ -inglJ The action of the verb Energize. 

a. The action or process of awakening to energy 
or activity, b. The action of displaying energy ; 
energetic action. 

1851 Fraser's Mag. XLI II. 323 The curbing of our mis- 
chievous propensities, and the energizing of our good ones. 
1854 Hickok Sc. Mind 241 A, visits^ or energizing towards 
a presented object. 1862 Goulburn Pers. Relig. iii. 11873) 

22 The fruits of the spirit . : are riot the result of the ener- 
gizing of our own will. 

Energizing, ppl a. [f. as prec. + -ING 2.] 
a. That supplies energy, or rouses into energy ; 
exciting, stimulating, b. That is in active opera- 
tion ; that puts forth energy. 

1750 Harris Hermes 1. ix. iT.', As all energies are attri- 
butes, they have reference of course to certain energizing 
substances. 1786 Bp. Horsley Serm. Sons of the Clergy 
(T.), To taste these nobler exercises of energising love. 
1811 Busby in, Byron’s Walts ii. note. When energising 
objects men pursue. 1849 Stovel Introd. Cannes Necess. 

21 A practical and energizing spirit breathes through them 
all. 1862 Dana Man. Geol. 743 The energizing light of 
the sun shining on the earth. 

Energnmen (enarghrmen). Also 9 (? Fr.) 
energmnene. [ad. late L. energfimcnusy a. Gr. 
IvtpyQvfiev-os, pass. pple. of ZvtpyUiv to work in or 
upon, f. hv in 4- Zpy-ov work : cf. Fr. energumene. 
The Lat. pi. energumeni sometimes occurs.] 

1. One that is wrought upon or possessed by a 
devil ; a demoniac. 

[1685 tr. Bergerac’s Satyr. Char. xiii. 59 If then this 
Energumenus, hath a thousand lengths and breadtbes that 
are so many Crosses about her.] 1706 tr. Dupin' s Eccl. 
Hist, xjth C. I. v. 98 From Catechumens he passes to the 
Energumens. 1820 Scott A bbot xxxii, If there was ever 
an Energutnem', or possessed demoniac . . there is a devil 
speaking with that woman’s tongue ! 1855 Smedley Occult 
Sc. 173 Such catechumens as were not at the same time 
energumens. 1863 G:«o. Euot Romola (1880) 1. 1. v. 69 Of 
an energumen whose dwelling is among tombs. 

2. A f possessed’ person, an enthusiast, a fanatical 
devotee. Also attrib. 

1702 C. Mather Magn. Ckr. 1. iii. (1852'' 63 Quakers and 
Seekers, and other such Energumens, Ibid, in. n. xxvi. 
493 The man. .of an energumen countenance. 18x8 T. Jef- 
ferson Writ. IV. 451 When General Washington was 
withdrawn, the energumeni of royalism .. mounted on the 
car of State. x86o Gen. P. Thompson Audi Alt. III. civ. 

12 Suppose some £ energumene ' were to make the declara- 
tion, etc. 1885 Mqrley in Macm . Mag. Feb. 255/2 The 
seeming peril to which priceless moral elements of human 
character were exposed by the energumens of progress. 

Hence + Ene:rgfume*mcal a. Ohs., having the 
characteristics of a demoniac or ‘possessed* 
person. Energn-menist = Energumen i. 

1684 I. Mather Remark. Provul. <1856) 121 Certain ar- 
guments of an energumenical person. 1646 Gaule Cases 
Consc. 37 The meerly Passive be simply deemoniacks, but 
not Energumemsts. 

Energy (emord^i). Jad. late L.. energia , Gr. 
tvlpyeia, i. kvtpy^, i. iv + tpyov work. Cf. Fr. 
hiergie. Senses 1 and 2 belong to Ivipyzia. as used 
by Aristotle, whereas sense 5 answers to that of 
Gr. Svvapus.] 

1. With reference to speech or writing : Force or 
vigour of expression. 

[This sense (found in late L. and in (Romanic) is originally 
derived from an imperfect understanding of Aristotle's use 
ofeWpyeta {Rhet. in. xi. § 2 Vfor the specie? of metaphor which 
calls up a mental picture of something * acting’ or moving. 
In mod. use it blends with 3. } 

[xS8r Sidney Def. Poesie (Arb.) 67 That same forciblenes, 
or Energia, (as the Greekes cal it' of the writer.] 1599 
Thynne Animadv. 42 The frenche Hollyhande, not vnder- 
standinge the true energye of our tongue. a x6 96 Holder 
(J. \ When animated by elocution [Speech] acquires a greater 
life and energy. 1729 Stackhouse Body Divin. iv. i. § 2 
These are all of them terms of a peculiar energy. 1845 
Whately Rhet. (1850) 203 The transposition of words 
which the ancient languages admit of, conduces, not merely 
to variety, but to Energy. 1847 Emerson Repr. Men, 
Sltaks. Wks. (Bohn) I. 357 The Liturgy, admired for its 
energy and pathos. 

fb. trans/. Impressiveness (of an event). Ohs. 

1764 Harmkr Observ. n. 7 This thunder ; . added con- 
siderably to the energy of this event [Saul's inauguration], 

2. Exercise of power, actual working, operation, 
activity; freq. in philosophical language, f For- 
merly also concrx The product of activity, an effect. 

a 1626 Bacon (J.), They are not effective of any thing, nor 
leave no work behind them, but are energies merely. 1642 
H. More Song of Soul Gloss., Energie » . is the operation, 
efflux or activity of any being : as the light of the Sunne 
is the energie of the Sunne, and every phantasm of the 
soul is the.' energie of :.tbe : souL/ '1644-52/J. Smith Sel 
Disc, viii, v. (18211 399 Their life is nothing else but a 
strong energy of fancy and opinion. 1646 Sir T. Brownb 
Pseud. Ep. II. v. 87 The conceited remedy. . carryeth often 
the honour of the capitall energie, which had no finger in it. 
1744 Harris Three Treat. (1841) x8 Call every production, 
the parts of which exist successively . .amotion or an energy ; 
thus a tune and a dance are energies. 1798 Bay Amen : 
Law Rep. (1809) I. 23 Naturalization bad a retrospective 
energy. 1833 I. Taylor Fanat. ii. 42 The transition of the 
passions from momentary energies to settled dispositions. 
1859 Sir W. Hamilton Lect. (1877) II. xxi. 25 The faculty 
of which this act of revocation is the energy, I call the Re- 
productive. 

t b- Effectual operation ; efficacy. Ohs. 
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axjxg Smalridge (J.), Beg the blessed Jesus to give an 
energy to your imperfect prayers. ^ 1725 Pore Odyss. xx. 
226 Blows have more energy than airy words. 

8. Vigour or intensity of action, utterance, etc. 
Hence as a personal quality : The capacity and 
habit of strenuous exertion. 

1809 10 Coleridge Friend (1865) 37 To lose the general 
and lasting consequences of rare and virtuous energy'. 1839 
Thirlwall Greece V, no The prudence and energy dis- 
played at this critical juncture by Agesilaus. 1841-4 Em er- 
som Ess. Prudence Wks. (Bohn) I, 93 The poet admires the 
man of energy and tactics. 1853 Macaulay Hist. Eng. 
III. 726 He took his measures with his usual energy and 
dexterity. 1856 Kane Arct. Expl. I. xi. 121 When the 
hatches were opened, the flame burst out with energy'. 1856 
Froude Hist. Eng. I. i. 71 Henry, with the full energy of 
his fiery nature, was flinging himself into a quarrel, 

4. Power actively and efficiently displayed or 
exerted. Sometimes in pi. in same sense. 

1663 Glanvill Seeps. Set. xii. 66 If this motive Enereie . . 
must be called Heat . . J contend not. 1813 Sir H. Davy 
Agric.Chem . (1814) 185 Soils , , which act with the greatest 
chemical energy in preserving Manures. 1849 Mrs, Somer- 
ville Convex. Phys . Sc. Introd.^2 Impress the mind with 
some notion of the energy that maintains them [the heavenly 
bodies] in their motions. Ibid. iii. 15 The disturbing energy 
of the planets, i860 Tyndall Glac. 1. § 7. 51 Struggle with, 
the slow energy of a behemoth. 1865 Dickens Mut. Fr. 1 1 . 
24 The united energies of two horses, two men, four wheels, 
and a plum-pudding carriage dog. 1870 E. Peacock Raff 
Skirl. II. x Throwing all their energies into worldly con- 
cerns. 

b. pi. Individual powers in exercise ; activities. 

a 1742 Bentley (J.), Plow can concussion of atoms beget 
. . powers and energies that we feel in our minds ? 1733 in 
Phil. Tram. LXXIII. 160 Nature unquestionably'” abounds 
with numberless unthought-of energies, and modes of work- 
ing. 1801 Southey Thai aba iii. xvi, There might his soul 
develope best Its strengthening energies. 1849 Rusicin Sev, 
Lamps vii. 184 A measure of license is necessary to exhibit 
the individual energies of things. 1861 May Const. Hist. 
(1863) T i* 6 The troublesome energies of Parliament. 

5. Power not necessarily manifested in action; 
ability or capacity to produce an effect. 

1677 Hale Prim. Ortg. Man. 1. i. 26 We find in so small a 

? article of a created Being this admirable energy. 1691 T. 

I[ale] Acc.New Invent, p. xxiii, Some vain Authors have 
essayed in print to give reasons for such energy of that Fish. 
#1732 Atterbury Semi, IV. ix- (T.), Discoursing of the 
energy and power of church music. <21862 Buckle Civiliz. 
{1869) III. v. 420 An occult principle, which, he termed the 
Animal Power or Energy of the brain. 1887 Lowell Democr. 

f 6 Institutions which could bear and breed such men as 
.incoln and Emerson had surely some energy for good. 

0. Physics. The power of ‘ doing work ’ possessed 
at any instant by a body or system of bodies. 
First used by Young (with reference to sense 4) 
to denote what is now called actual , kinetic, or 
motive energy, i.e. the power of doing work pos- 
sessed by a moving body by virtue of its motion. 
(Young expressed the quantity of ‘energy’ in a 
particle as the product of the mass into the square 
of the velocity ; it is now found more convenient 
to express it as the half of this product.) Now 
extended (first by Rankin e) to include potential, 
static, or latent energy, or energy of position , i. e. 
the power of doing work possessed by a body in 
virtue of the stresses which result from its position 
relatively to other bodies. Also with adjs., mechan- 
ical, molecular, chemical, electrical energy, etc. 

Conservation of energy : the doctrine that the quantity of 
energy in any system of bodies cannot be increased or di- 
minished by any mutual action of those bodies, and that 
the total energy in the universe is a constant quantity. 

1807 T. Young Nat. Philos, viii. (1845) I. 59 The term 
energy may be applied, with great propriety, to the product 
of the mass or weight of a body, into the square of the 
number expressing its velocity. 1852 Thomson in Philos. 
Mag. 304 (title). Dissipation of Mechanical Energy. 1853 
W, Rankine Transform, Energy in Scient. Pagers (1881) 
203 [Defines ‘ actual or sensible energy ', ‘ potential or latent 
energy', ‘ conservation of energy’]. 1863 Tyndall Heat i. §9 
Asserting that mechanical energy may be converted into heat. 
1876 M. Foster Physiol, n. v. (1879) 420 The animal body 
is a machine for converting potential into actual energy. 
1878 Huxley Physiogr. 199 But whether this is the sole 
source of volcanic energy or not is uncertain. 1879 Thom- 
son & Tait Nat. Phil. I. 1. § 278 In every case in which 
energy is lost by resistance, heat is generated. 

t b. Suggested as a name for Momentum. 

1808 Edin. Rev. XII. 130 This modification of power [that 
of a moving; body, ‘proportional to the quantity of matter 
multiplied into the velocity'] might be called Energy, 
c. Veget. Phys. Energy of growth : see quot. 
1882 Vines Sachd Bot. 821 If the power of any particular 
zone to attain a definite length is called its Energy of 
Growth. 

EnertRand, pr. pple. of Enherd, Obs. 
Enervate (/a§*ivA\ a. Also 8 ennervate. [ad. 
L. enervdt-us, pa. pple. of mervdre : see next.] 

1. Wanting in strength of character; spiritless, 
unmanly, effeminate. 

1603 Holland Plutarch's Mor. 11 They waxe carelesse, 
dissolute, and enervate. 1675 Dryden A urungz. 11, i, The 
Dregs and Droppings of enervate Love. 1749 J. Warton 
Ode West’s Pindar (T.\, Away, enervate bards, away. 1774 
Goldsmith Grec. History I. 176 We are to behold an en- 
nervate and factious populace. 1822 Wordsw. Eccl. Sonit. 
1. ix, Poet. Wks. IV. 201 The Pictish cloud darkens the 
enervate land By Rome abandoned. 1830 Fraser's Mag, 
I. 515 The enervate candidates for place and patronage. 


b. of artistic style, etc. 

a 1704 T. Brown Prol. to xst Sat. Persins (1730) I. 51 Nor 
Virgil’s great majestick lines Melted into enervate Rhimes. 
1762 J. Brown Poetry <$• Mus. xii. <1763)209 Certain Greeks 
. .brought a refined and enervate Species of Music to Rome. 
2834 Rlackw. Mag. Apr. 432/2 Let it not be supposed that 
this art. .was enervate, monotonous, or slow. 

2. Wanting in bodily strength or physical power. 

1703 Rowe lllyss. 1. i. 33s My cold enervate hand. 1737 
Pope Hor. Epist. n. i. 153 On each enervate string they 
taught the note, To pant. 1741 Betterton in Oldys Eng. 
Stage vi. no Such a languid and ennervate Hoarsness. 
2762 Falconer SAipzv \ 1. 6 72 When eastern breezes, yet 
enervate, rise. 2849 Lytton Cartons u. Ivi, The enervate 
slightness of his frail form. 

8. Pot. Having no rib or nerve ; ribless. 
Enervate (e'naiwrit), v. [f. L. enervdt- ppl, 
stem of enervare to extract the sinews of, 
weaken, f. e out + 7iervus sinew (see Nerve sb. \ 
The later use is influenced by the mod. sense of 
7ierve. Cf. Enerve v. 

(In i7~i8th c. the accentuation was usually ehe'rz'ate.)] 

t 1. irons. To cut the tendons of; chiefly spec. 
to hamstring, hough (a horse). Also (see quot. 
1751.). Obs. 

2638 Featly Transubst. Exploded 183 You cut your selfe 
in the hammes, and enervate your maine argument, 1656 
Blount Glossogr., Enervate . . to cut off sinews. 1702 Bp. 
Patrick Comm. Josh. xi. 9 They were wont thus to ener- 
vate all the horses they found in the king's stables after his 
death. 1731 Chambers Cycl. s.v., Cutting two tendons on 
the side of a horse’s head . . they thus enervate horses, to 
make their heads small and lean. 

f 2. To emasculate. Obs. rare— 1 , 

2610 J. H[ealey] tr. Augustine’s City of God vii. xxiv. 
285 If earth were held no goddesse, men would . . not [lay 
their hands] upon themselves, to enervate themselues for her. 

0. To weaken, physically (a person or animal) ; 
now only of agencies that impair nervous v tone 1 , 
as luxury, indolence, hot or malarious climates. 

a 1668 Denham Of Old Age ii. ( R. I feel no weakness, nor 
hath length Of winters quite enervated my strength. 2737 
Dyer Fleece 1. <R.), No. .myrtle bowers, The vigorous frame 
. .of man Enervate. 2781 Gibbon Heel. <y F. 11869) H. xlii. 
559 The conquerors were enervated by luxury. 1796 Morse 
Amer \ Geog. II. 303, I, therefore, the King of Poland, 
enervated by age. 1805 Nelson Let. 1 Oct. in A. Duncan 
Life A. 1806) 243, I have had ..one of my ..spasms, which 
has almost enervated me. 1855-60 Maury Phys. Geog, Sea 
iii. § 184 Their crews enervated in tropical climates. 

fb. To impair the strength of (inanimate 
things). Obs. 

2667 Waterhouse Fire Lond. 69 Chapels, Churches, 
Monuments . . it . . flaked and enervated. 

4. To weaken mentally or morally; to destroy 
the capacity of (a person, a community, etc.) for 
vigorous effort of intellect or will. Said esp. of 
the effects of luxury or sloth. Also, to destroy 
or impair the vigour of (sentiments, expressions, 
etc.). 

1614 Raleigh Hist. World m. 64 Luxury, wherewith 
most Empires that ever were, have beene enervated. 1623 
Donne Serm. Ixvi. 665 God shall, .enfeeble and enervate. . 
that Constancy. 1652 Bp. Patrick Fun. Serm. in f. Smith’s 
Sel. Disc. 555 Do not . . enervate your souls by idleness. 
1697 Dryden Virg. Georg, iv. 290 No Lust enervates their 
Heroick Mind. 1733 Hanway Trav. (2762) I. in. xxviii. 118 
By imputing vice to nature . . we enervate that detestation 
which arises . . upon the mention of those things which we 
denominate unnatural. 1868 M. Pattison Academ. Org. 
§ 5. 149 The tendency of abstract thought . . to enervate the 
will is one of the real dangers of the highest education. 

t 5. To destroy the force of (arguments, testi- 
mony, etc.) ; to destroy the grounds of (a doctrine, 
an opinion) ; to render ineffectual (a law, an 
authority, an opponent’s efforts, etc.). Obs. Some- 
times expanded into To enervate the force of. 

16x0 Donne Pseudo-Martyr 271 Because the Glosse is 
now by some thought to be of equal Authoritie with the 
Text it is not an inconvenient way to enervate both. 1634 
Acts Durham High Com. Crt. (1857) 99 To enervaite the 
testimony of the wittnesses. 2633 Ash well Fides A post. 
271, 1 .. have enervated most of those Arguments, which I 
have found brought against either. 1672 Newton in Rigaud 
Corr. Sci. Men (1841) II. 318 So acute an objector hath said 
nothing that can enervate any part of it [my discourse], 
a 1674 Clarendon Surv. Leviath. (1676) 108 A. .Prince, who 
hath not enervated those Machinations. 1702 Echard 
Eccl. Hist. (1710) 538 He might . . enervate the force and 
vigour of all divine injunctions. <22718 Penn Wks. (1726) 
I. 452 Something that can resolve its Doubts, answer its 
Objections, enervate its Propositions. 2765 Blackstone 
Comm . I. 417 In the next year, .this wise provision was 
enervated, by only, etc. 1836 J. Gilbert Chr, A tonem. iii. 
(28521 82 Enervate the force of legislative sanctions. 

t b. To disparage the power or value of (some- 
thing). Obs. 

<216x9 Donne BiaflavaToc (1644) 20^ To enervate and 
maime . . that repentance which is admitted for sufficient in 
the Romane Church. 1635-60 Stanley Hist. Philos. (1702) 
216/1 Not that, .he [Zeno] did enervate Vertue. 

Enervated (e-noiwted'), ppl. a. [f. Enervate 
v. + -ED 1 .] That is deprived of nerve and strength ; 
lit. and fig . ; effeminate, weakly. 

1660 Jer. Taylor Duct. Dubit. 1. iv. Wks. IX. 162 The 
gods which they worshipped, those poor enervated demons. 
a 2735 Arbuthnot & Pope (J.), Their enervated lords are 
softly lolling in their chariots. 1841 Emerson Addr., Man. 
the Ref. Wks. (Bohn) II. 241 The enervated and sickly 
habits of the literary class. 


Enervating, vbl. sb. [f. as prec. + -TNG 1 .] 
The action of the verb Enervate, lit. and fig. 

a 2674 Clarendon Surv. Leviath. (16761 277 The method 
that must be taken towards the enervating those high pre- 
tences. 1751 Chambers Cycl., Enervating, the act of 
destroying the force, use, or office, of the nerves. 

Enervating (emsiwritii)), ppl. a. [f. Ener- 
vate v. + -ing^.J That enervates, in the various 
senses of the verb. 

xSax Byron Cain ii. i. 57 A most enervating and filthy 
cheat. 2850 Prescott Peru II. 12 The enervating influence 
of a tropical climate. 1870 Lowell A mong my Bks. Ser. 1. 
(1873) 362 The enervating incense that women are only too 
ready to burn. 

Enervation (enonvPjhn). [ad. late L. enervd- 
tidn-em, f. enervdre (see Enervate 
+ 1. * L. enervatio, used as trarisl. of Gr. enro- 
vevpajarts in transl. Galen De Loc. Aff. i. 6 (see 
quot 1751). Obs. 

2378 Banister Hist. Man iv. 47 A broad Membraneous 
eneruation. 1752 Chambers Cycl. s.v., The fibres of the 
recti of the abdomen .. are intersected by several nervous 
places, called by the antients, enervations : though they be 
real tendons. 

2. The action of enervating ; the state of being 
enervated : see Enervate v. 

c 2533 Harpsfi eld Divorce Hen. VIII (1878) 219 The 
enervation and evasion of her adversaries intention. 1397 
Bacon Confers Good Evill x. (Arb.) 140 This couler of 
melioritie and preheminence is oft a signe of enervation and 
weakenesse. 1639 Cade Serm . Necess. for these Times 
App. 36 An enervation or dissolution of good laws. 1660 
R. Coke Power $ Sub j. 207 To the final destruction and 
enervation of the Estates of the same Incumbents, a 2728 
Penn Tracts Wks. 1726 I. 485 An Enervation of the Ro- 
manist’s Faith. 2849 Grote Greece VI. 11. xlvii. 25 A 
love for knowledge without enervation of character. 2850 
Kingsley Alt. Locke xiv, (1879) 177 The luscious softness 
of the Italian airs overcame me with a delicious enervation, 

E'nervative, a- rare [f. Enervate v. + 
-ive.] Tending to enervate. 

2864 in Webster; and in mod. Diets. 

Enervator (e-noivritoj). [as if a. L. *ener- 
vdtor, agent-n. f. enervare to Enervate.] tie 
who or that which enervates. 

1840 Thackeray Paris Sk. Bk. Wks. 1879 XVI. 84 Calling 
our darling romances foolish enervators of intellect. 

+ Enerve, a. Obs. rare- l . [? ad. L. enerv-is 
nerveless ; but the sense is obscure.] 
a 2522 Prol. to Helyas in Thoms E. E. Prose Romances 
III. 16 Wythout hygh style and enerve industry, I have ai 
onely folowed mine auctour as nyghe as I coulde. 

f Enerve, V. Obs . [ad. Fr. cncrver, ad. L. 
enervdre'. see Enervate v(] = Enervate v. in 
various senses. Hence Ene'rved, Enerving///, 
adjs. 

1623 Zouch Dove 28 Like feeble Miloes armes eneru’d, 
and dead. 2644 Hammond Loyal Convert 19 [Their] effem- 
inacies have enerv'd the strength of their declining King- 
doms. a 2648 Digby Lett. cone. Relig. ii, (1651) 18 A fore- 
laid designe to enerve their authority. 2649 G. Daniel 
Tr inarch., Hen. IV, ccvi, Unsteddy doctrines, which at- 
tend Ennerved minds, c 2680 Earl Dorset A ntiq. Coquet 
(R.), Age has enerv’d her charms. 2727 Arbuthnot Coins 
Ded., Riot . . Enerv’d those Arms, that snatch’d the Spoil 
before. 1795-9 R. Lovell & Southey Poems 109 Beware 
Luxury’s enerving snare. 2828 in Webster. 1847 in 
Craig; and in mod. Diets. 

+ Ene'rvity. Obs. rare— 0 , [as if ad. L. *m- 
ervitas, f. ateiyjis nerveless, f. e out + nervus 
nerve.] The condition of being nerveless. 

1656 in Blount Glossogr. 

t Ene*rv<ras, CL. Obs. rare. [f. L. enerv-is (see 
prec.) + -ous,] Bereft of nerve and strength; 
powerless, futile, spiritless. (Used several times 
by R. North.) 

2677 I. L. & S. D. Ded. to Cleveland? s Poems A iiij b, We 
have only an enervous effeminate froth offered, a 1734 
N orth Exam. 1. iii. r 93 (1740) 188 After the Plot became 
enervous, and all farther Use of it was despaired of. 
t E*nes, adv. Obs . Forms: 2-3 senes, enes, 
Orm. seness, (3-5 ens, 3 eanes,) 4-5 enis, -us, 
-ys). [Early ME. senes, e7tes, var. of OE. a7ies 
once, assimilated to sene, Ene.] 

1. Once, on one occasion. 

1254 O. E. Chr on, an. 1120 Dises geares com J>et leoht to 
Sepulchrum Domini innan Jerusalem twiges, senes to Eas- 
tron and o 5 re siSe to Assumptio sancte Marie. cxvj$ 
Lamb, Horn. 37 Uwilc mon seal beon tw^en awesscen of 
his sunne, enes et }>am fulhtbeda. .oSer siSe. .et so 3 scrifte. 
a 1200 Moral Ode 93 in E. E. P. 28 Enes drihte helle brae. 
c 2200 Ormin 1078 patt wass a$3 seness o J? e 3 er * I 4 2 ^ 
Audelay Poems (1844) 43 At the lest enus a 5ere. C1460 
Towneley Myst. 187, I pray the that thou wold kys me 
enys. 

2. At any one time, either past, present, or 
future ; esp. to mark the completion of an action ; 
at some time or other, formerly ; once upon a 
time. 

c 2205 Lay. 29325 /Enes an ane tide an cniht her com ride. 
C1230 Hali Meid. 21 Meidenhad is tresor \>a.t beo hit eanes 
forloren ne beS hit neauer ifunden. a 2300 Cursor M. (Cott.) 
10699 Vou J>at es ens mad rightwis to brek aght naman 
pat es wis. C2308 Pol. Songs (Camden Soc.) 203 Be the 
soule enis ute, A vilir earning nis ther non. c 2340 Cursor 
M. (Fairf.) 3632 For ware he j>ar-of enys fedde . . his beny- 
soun walde he him gife. c 2400 Destr. Troy 873 pat I may 
see thee come sounde to jus sale enjrs. 2483 Caxton G. de 
la Tour Prol. 2 The woman that enis he hathe truli loued. 
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154a Boorde hit rod. Know?, xxxiii. 2, I was home in 
Bion ; ens English I was, 

8 . At enes, at one and the same time ; — At 

ONCE, 3. 

axzz$Ancr. R. 420 Ne ne nime, et enes, to ueole disce- 
plines. 

. [Enest, misreading in Cursor Mundi for Evest, 
malice, q.v.] 

Enetide, obs. form of Eventide. 

Eneuch, eneugh, Sc. form of Enough. 
t Enew, v. Obs. Forms: 5 ennewe, 7 in- 
eaw, 6-7 enew. [ad. OF. enewer, eneauer, f. 
en in (see En- 1 ) + eau water.] 
trans. Of a hawk : To drive (a fowl) into the 
water, reft. Of a fowl : To plunge in the water, 
(In Shaks. spelt emmew, either by confusion with 
emmew EnMEW, or merely by a misprint.) 

1486 Bk. St. A Ibans D ij a, Yowre hawke hath ennewed 
the fowle in to the ryuer. 1575 Turberv. Bk. Falconrie 150 
If your falcon do stoupe them and enewe them once or 
twice. 1603 Shaks. Meets, for M. m. i. 91 This outward- 
sainted Deputie Whose . . deliberate word . . follies doth 
emmew, As Falcon doth the Fowle. x6xx Markham Conntr. 
Content. 1. v. (1668) 32 Let her enew the fowl so long till 
she bring it to the plunge. 1612 Drayton Poly-olb. xx, 
Themselves for very fear they instantly ineaw. 

Enew, obs. and dial, form of Enow. 

Enew, var. of Ennew v .1 and Obs. 

Enewre, obs. var. of Inure. 

Enexorafole, obs. form of Inexorable. 
Eneye, var. of Ineye v. Obs. to inoculate. 
Enface (enffi*s), v. [f. En- 1 + Face sb., on the 
analogy of Endorse.] trans. To write, print, or 
stamp a form of words upon the face of (a bill, 
etc.). Also, To enface (words) upon. Hence 
Enfa-ced ppl. a. Also Enfa'cement, what is 
written or printed upon the face of a bill or note. 

1861 Times 20 Mar, 6/4 With a memorandum enfaced, as 
the term was, upon them to the following effect ‘ Interest 
payable in London by draught on Calcutta’. 1869 Daily 
News 14 Dec., ‘ Enfaced * rupee paper, 92th 1886 Blackw. 
Mag. Sept. 342/1 Identified by a parcel area and reference 
number both enfaced on the map itself. 1861 Times 20 
Mar. 6/4, 6,000,000/. [of these notes] bore the simple enface- 
ment 1 Interest payable in London by draught in Calcutta’. 
+ Enfarmle, v. Obs. rare~~\ [obscurely f. En- 1 
+ OF. faim hunger, or some derivative of that 
word.] ? intr. To suffer from famine (or possibly 
trans. , to starve). 

c 14 75 Partenay 1300 A myghty towne. .Which, enfaimling 
[Fr. afiamee], Almoste gan purchace The soudan bigly the 
town beseging. 

Enfain : see En- pref. I 2. 
t Enfa*me. Obs. rare. [a. OF. infame , en- 
fame, ad. L. vnfamia Infamy.] = Infamy. 

c 1400 Test. Love 1. in Chaucer’s Wks. (1561) 291 The 
people wol lye Sc bringe aboute soche enfame. Ibid. 292 
Some men there been that their owne enfame can none 
otherwise voide, or els excuse, but be hindoring of other 
mennes fame. 

Enfame, obs. form of Infame. 
t Enfa'mine, sb. Obs . [f. next vb.] Famine, 
starvation. 

# e 1450L0NEUCH Grail xii. 332 [The castle] myhte neuere 
i-wonne be But only thorwgh enfamyne. 
t Enfa*mine 9 v. Obs. Also 4-5 enfamyne. 
[f. En - 1 + Famine.] 

1 . intr. To perish by famine. 

c 1325 E. E. A Hit. P. B. 1194 Faste fayled hem J?e fode, 
^enfaminied monie. 

2 . trans. To cause to suffer famine ; to starve. 
Also fig. 

138 . Wyclif Wks. (1880) 150 J>es ben euele fadris )?at Jms 
cruelly enfamynen here sugetis soulis. c 1430 Lydg. Bochas 
n. xxiv. (1554) 60 b, When men enfamined haue nether grein 
ne bred. 1480 Caxton Ckron. Eng. dxxi, Within the first 
yere he had enfamyned the londe. 
t Enfa*mish. 9 v. Obs. Forms: 5 enfamych, 
-yssh. [Altered form of Aff amish : see En- 
prefX\ trans. To famish, starve. 

r x4oo Sowdone Bab. 2141 Thay shalle enfamyched he. 
a 1400-50 Alexander 2153 (Dubl. MS.) Thare negh was fey 
for defaute enfamyshyd [Ashmole, enfamyschist] hys oste. 
X49X Caxton Vitas Pair. (W. de W . 1495) in. xxxv. 327 b/i, 
They sawe that they were enfamysshed. 1766-1800 in 
Bailey. 1828 in Webster ; and in mod. Diets, 
t Enfa'mishment. Obs. rare. [f. Enfamish 
v. + -ment.] The action of starving to death. 

x6xx Speed Hist. Gt. Brit . ix. xiv. § 19 So exquisite a 
barbarisme, as Richards enfamishment. 

Enfamous : see En -prefix^ 2. 

+ Enfa ntement. Obs. rare- 1 , [a. Fr. en- 
fant ement child-bearing, f. enfanter to bear a child.] 
Offspring. 

1483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 260/3 Where thou arte thenfante- 
mente or fruyte of my wombe. 

+ Enfarce, v. Obs. Also 5 enfarse, 6-7 in- 
fare©, -se, [a. F. enfarc-ir, ad. L. infarcTrel\ 

1 . To stuff a. (a sucking pig, etc.) with force- 
meat ; b. (the belly, oneself) with food. 

£1420 Liber Cocorum (1862) 36 Put alle in body of J?o 
Pygge» Rost hit on broche of irne bygge Enfarsed. 1543 
Becon New Year’s Gift Wks. (1843) 322 How doth the 
glutton . . enfarce it [his belly] with all kind of dainties ! 


*574 Newton Health Mag. 12 If the partie ..have not 
longe afore enfarced himselfe with plentie of meate, 

2. transf and fig. 

. J 53 * Elyot Gov, i. in. <1883) I. 27 Redynge this warke, 
infarced througly with suchehistories and sentences. Ibid, 
n. vi. II. 55 A man . . by furie chaunged in to an horrible 
figure, his face infarced with rancour. 1333 — Cast. Helthe 
hi, 1.(1541) 53 b, The body is infarced eyther with choler, 
yelowe or blacke, or with fleume. _ 1542 Becon Potat . Lent 
Wks. T564 I. 35 b, Souls, replenished and enfarsed with 
celestiall meate. 1543 Grafton Contn. Harding 528 Let- 
ters enfarced and replenysshed with all humanytee. 

3. To stuff (something) into. Also fig. (con- 
temptuously) to interpolate. 

1364 Brief Exam. *iiij b, Ye woulde not he so busie to in- 
farce in your bookes the reproche of these men. x$66 Drant 
Horace ' a iv. b, Thauthors must he full Of fostred arte, 
infarst in ballasde breste. 1578 Banister Hist. Man 1. 13 
1 his neither iawe . . hath on eche side propper cauities with 
marey infarced. x6ot Holland Pliny xxxv. xiv, The earth 
thus infarced [between planks] continueth a world of yeres. 
1623 Lisle JElfric on O. <$• N. T. Pref. 3 The Latin Copy- 
clarke. .hath enfarced these words, Quamvis ipse, etc. 1624 
F .W hite Rep l. Fisher Pref. 8 He . .infarceth here a rapsodie. 
Hence Enfa*rcing vbl. sb. 

1623 Lisle AElfric on Q. 4- N. T. Pref., By the infarcing 
afterward of these Epistles . . into their bookes of Canons. 
Enfasten : see En- prefX 3. 
f En£a*t, v. Obs. Also 4 infat. [f. En- 1 , In- 4- 
Fat a.] trans. To fatten ; fig. to make gross. 

1382 Wyclif Matt. xiii. 15 The herte of this peple is en- 
fattid. — Acts xxviii. 27 The herte of this puple is infattid 
[Vulg. incrassatus]. 

Enfatuate, obs. form of Infatuate a. and v. 
t Enfau'nce. Obs. rare- 1 , [a. OF. enfaunce , 
Fr. enfance .] Childhood. 

c 1400 Rom. Rose 4288 The which devel in hir enfaunce 
Hadde lerned of Loves arte. 

t Enfatrnt, sb. Obs. rare- 1 , [a. OF. enfaunt 
(Fr. enfant ). Cf. Infant.] A child, a young 
person. 

c X450 Bk. Cnrtasye 644 in Babees Bk. 141 Yf that >ou be 
a 3ong enfaunt, And thenke Jx> scoles for to haunt, 
f Enfaumt, V. Obs. rare— 1 , [ad. OF. enfatint- 
er (Fr. enfant-ef), in same sense. Cf. Infant v.] 
trans. To bear (a child). 

1483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 128/2 The place in whych the 
vyrgyne marye enfaunted and childed Jhesu cryst. 

Enfavour : see En- 1 pref 'j 2. 

Enfear, Enfeature : see En- pref '1 2 and 1 a. 
Enfeet, obs. form of Infect a. and v. 
EnfeeMe (enfrbT), v. Forms : a. 4 enfebil, 
4-5 enfeble, 6 enfeable, -febel, 7- enfeeble, 
ri, 6-7 infeeble. [a. OF. enfebl-ir, f. en- (see 
En- 1 ) + feble Feeble. Cf. Affeeble.] trans. 
To make feeble, weaken. 

a. a 1340 Hampole Psalter xxvi, 4 pei pat angirs me 
vnskylwysly are sekyd that is enfebild. 1485 Caxton St. 
Wenefr. 12 She was enfeblyd with ouermoche payne. 1333 
More Apology xxvii. Wks. 892/x They both enfeable and 
also dishonour the realme. x6oo Hakluyt Voy. (x8io) III. 
203 He was enfeebled of abilitie. 1764 Goldsm, Trav. 270 
Praise . , Enfeebles all internal strength of thought. x86o 
Tyndall Glac. 1. § 20. 142 The [magnetic] action was greatly 
enfeebled. 1872 Yeats Growth Comm. 293 England was 
enfeebled, .by the Wars of the Roses. 

0 . 1576 Fleming Panoplie Ep. 79 Your owne health . . is 
much infeebled. 1614 Raleigh Hist. World n. 441 With 
intent to infeeble them for want of water. 1667 Milton 
P. L. ix. 488 So much hath . . paine Infeebled me. 

Enfeebled (enfrb’ld), ppl. a. [f. Enfeeble v. 
+ -ED 1 .] Made feeble, weakened. 

1649 G. Daniel Trinarch Hen. V, clxxiv, Let his en- 
feebled Temples, for one Night Beat orderlie. 1746-7 
Hervey Medit . (18x8) 150 To invigorate the enfeebled 
knees, a 1839 Macaulay Hist. EngFV. 287 Emotions too 
violent to be'borne by an enfeebled oody and mind. 

Enfeeblement (enfrb’lment). [f. Enfeeble 
v. + -ment.] The action or process of enfeebling ; 
the state of being enfeebled. 

1667 H. More Div. Dial. 11. xxiii. (1713) 163 The great. . 
Enfeeblements of Mind and Body. 1803 Month. Mag. 
XIX. 327 The enfeeblement, or smothering of his argument. 
x86x Mill Utilit. ii. 33 The enfeeblement of the feeling of 
veracity is one of the most hurtful things to which our con- 
duct can be instrumental. 1869 Seeley Led. # Ess. ii. 54 
The enfeeblement produced by the .. introduction of civili- 
sation. 

Enfee'Tbler. rare. [f. as prec. + -er.] One 
who or something which enfeebles. 

1609 Man in Moone (1849) 12 He is his own strengths en- 
feebler. 16x2 W. Parkes Citrtaine Dr. (1876) 16 Lust . . 
the azure infeebler of the braine. 1724 A. Philips Ode Sig- 
nora Cuzzino 6 Sweet enfeebler of the heart ! 

Enfee'bling, vbl. sb. [f. as prec. + -ing 1 .] 
The action of the vb. Enfeeble. 

1503 4 Act 19 Hen^ VII, c. 4 Prearab., The great hurte 
and enfebelyng of this Realme. . 5331-2 Act 23 Hen. VIII , 
c* 16 A great enfeblyng of the kinges saide subiectes. 1705 
Stanhope Paraphr. III. 567 Those Parts . . which Nature 
hath left liable . . to great enteeblings. 

Enfeebling 1 (enfrblir)), ppl. a. [f. Enfeeble v. 
4 -ing%] That enfeebles. 

1599 Marston Sco. Villanie n. vii. 206 Infeeblin^ ryot. 
<zx66x Holyday Juvenal 216 Passion . . does in a trice By 
th’ ear and eie admit infeebling vice. 1838-9 Hallam Hist. 
Lit, II. 11. v. § 85. 236 The enfeebling expletives ’do’ and 
‘ did’. 1887 Spectators. Oct. 1300 England survives all 
things, even, .her own enfeebling tolerances. 


t Enfee’blisb, V. Obs . Forms : 4 enfebl- 
esch, -ish, 5 -yssh, 6-7 enfeeblish. [a. OF. 
enfebliss-, lengthened stem of enfeblir : see En- 
feeble.] a. intr. To become or grow feeble, 
b. trans. To make feeble, enfeeble. 

1382 Wyclif Ex. xxii. 14 Who of his neigbore eny tiling 
of thes askith to bqrwe, and it were enfeblished or deed . . 
he shal be compelled to 3eeld. ? a 1400 Morte Arth, 2484 
The Fraunche-mene enfeblesches, ne farly me fhynkkys ! 
1491 Caxton Vitas Pat r. (W. de W. 1495) m. xliii. 329 b/!, 
He was thus enfeblysshed in his membres. 1376 Newton 
Lemnie's Complex , (1633) 131 Manly strength, by immode- 
rate heat, is resolved and enfeeblished. 

Hence f Enfee-bUshing vbl. sb. 

1626 W. Sclater Expos. 2 Tkess. (1629)91 Vndergoing so 
many, so continuall mutations, and., enfeeblishings. 

+ Enfe’llowship, v. Obs. [f. En- 1 + Fellow- 
ship.] a. trans. To join in fellowship, b. intr. 
To enter into fellowship. 

1470-85 Malory Arthur vin. xxvii. 3x5, I wille see sir 
launcelot and enfelaushippe me with hym. Ibid. ix. xix. 
367 And they enfelaushypped to gyder. 1553 Grimalde 
Cicero's Offices i. (1558) 25 When good men alike in condi- 
cions be enfelowshipt in familiaritie together. 

+ Enfe lon, v. Obs. or arch. [ad. OF. enfelon- 
ner, f. en- (see En- 1 ) + felon furious.] trans. To 
make furious, infuriate. Hence Enfeloned///, a. 

1473 Caxton Jason 101 b, Anon as the monstre had apper- 
ceyued Jason he enfelonned him self. 1596 Spenser F. Q. 
V. viii. 48 Like one enfelon’d or distraught. 1864 Sir K. 
James Tasso x. lii, With a less wicked and enfeloned brow. 

Enfenee, obs. form of Infence. 

Enfeoff (enfe-f), v. Forms: a. 5 enfeffe, en- 
fefe, 6 enfeoffe, 5- enfeoff. Also 5 enfeffee. 

5-7 infeof(f, 6 infeffe, 7 inf eft. Also 6 in- 
feoffee. See also Enfief. [a. OF. enfeffer , enfieffer 
(AF . enfeoffs er), f. en- (see En- 1 ) 4jfc/“FiEF. In 
Anglo-Lat. infeoffare . ] 

1 . trans. To invest with a fief; to put (a person) 
in possession of the fee-simple or fee-tail of lands, 
tenements, etc. Also absol. Const, in, of fen, 
later with ; also simply. 

a. 1400-30 Alexander 2793 [Alexander] enfeffid J>aim 
belyue, In palais, in prouince, in principall regnes. 14x1 Sir 
T. LANGEFORDin E. E. Wills (1882) r8 Y pray alle3ow ^at 
bene enfeffeed in my londes..)?at 3e fulrylle my forseyd 
wylle. 1426 E. E. Wills (1882) 71 pay wolde enfeffe 
Philippe Dene on vj marces of rente. 1467 Mann , Househ. 
Exp. 172 Karoweand I withe oderwaren enfefed in ahowese 
' and land. 1331 Dial. Laws Eng. 11. xvi. (1638) 86 The 
grantor enfeoffeth the grantee of one of the said acres. 1590 
Greene Fr. Bacon x. 14, 1 will enfeoff fair Margaret in all. 
x6xx Speed Hist. Gt. Brit. ix. ix. (1632) 6x4 The Scottish 
King claimed that Country from King John, who by his 
deed enfeoffed him thereof. 1653 Fuller Ch. Hist, in. vi. 
§ 13 We . . shall take such tenements into our hand, and 
shall enfeoffe others therein. 1783 Burke Sp. Nabob A root's 
Debts Wks. IV. 308 A criminal . . is . . enfeoffed with an 
estate. 1818 Cruise Digest 1. 43 If the lord enfeoffs another 
of the tenancy, this makes the land frank fee. a 1845 Bar- 
ham Ingol. Leg.(iByj) 337 The veteran was enfeoffed in the 
lands and Manor. 1876 Bancroft Hist. U. S. 1 . xiii. 433 
Charles II , . enfeoffed his brother, the Duke of York, with 
i the counties between Peraaquid and the St. Croix. 

p. 1491 Act y Hen. VII , c. 12. § 5 Tenementes whereof 
they by this Acte be infeoffed. 1390 H. Swinburne Treat . 
Test. 93 If a man seased of lande in fee doe infeoffee a 
straunger. 1392 Nashe P. Penilesse (ed, 2) 33 b. The sonne 
seeks the death of the father, that he may be infeoffed in 
his wealth. 1628 Coke On Litt. 42 b, Whosoeuer is disabled 
by the Common Law to take, is disabled to infeoffe. 1640 
Canterburians Self -Conviction ^ They set up a rubricke, 
feafing and infefling the officiating Priest in the halfe of all 
the oblations. 1662 Fuller Worthies Westmorl. m. 141 
Richard Gilpin . , was infeoffed . . in the Lordship of Kent- 
mire-hall by the Baron of Kendal. 1752 Carte Hist. Eng. 
III. 566 He should infeofe her in a jointure of 40,000 crowns 
a year out of the dutchy of Berry, 
b. transf. and fig. 

a. 1407 Will. Thorpe's Exam, in Arb. Garner YI. 57 
This office that ye would now enfeoff me with. 1460 Pol. 
Rel. ^ L. Poems (1866) 64 For strengthe, ner force, may nat 
atteyne certayne a wille J?at stant enfeffyd in Fraunchise. 
X593 Nashe Christ's T. (1613) 179 The Fathers of our 
earthly bodies . . cannot . . enfeofe vs in glory perpetual!. 
1638 Pcnit. Cortf, viii. (1657) 247 The commodity is yours, 
for whose good we are enfeoffed with this power. 1834 H. 
Miller Scenes ff Leg. xvii.(x857) 251 The fish in which they 
had enfeoffed themselves at the expense of Nannie Fizzle. 

3. a 1626 Bp. Andrewes Serm . (x886) I. 43 To set before 
us this flesh ; and . . to infeoffe us in it. 1684 Charnock 
I Attrib. God (1834) II. 431 Infeoffing them in a land flowing 
with milk and honey. 

2 . To hand over as a fief; to surrender, give up 
entirely, fig. . 

1396 Shaks. i Hen. IV, m. ii. 69 The skipping King.. 
Enfeoff'd himselfe to Popularitie. x6xo Histrio-m. v. 251 
Hee that is most infeoft to Tyrannie. 1833 H. Coleridge 
" Poems I. 46 The choicest terms are now enfeoff’d to folly. 
1880 Blackmore Mary Anerley I. ii. 12 The weak lot 
which is enfeoffed to popularity. 

t Enfeoffee*. Obs. In 5 enfeffe. [a. pa. pple. 
of AF. enfeoffer : see -EE.] One who is enfeoffed. 

1424 R. Flore in E. E. Wills (1882V 61, I wul ]>at my 
said enfeffez make astate )>erof to my said son Thomas. 

Enfeoffment (enfe-fment). Also 5 enfeft-, 
6 .infeoff-, 8 enfeofment. [f. Enfeoff + -ment. J 
a. The action of enfeoffing, b. The deed or instru- 
ment by which a person is enfeoffed, c. The fief 
or estate, in quot fig. d. The possession of a fief 
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1460 /W. Rel. Sf L. Poems (1866) 112 Far the in paradyse 
I ordeynnyd A plase : full© Ryche wasthyn enieftment. 5597 
Daniel Civ. Wares vtt. Ixxxii, The King, as husband to 
the crown, doth by The wifes infeofFment hold. 1614 Sei.- 
den Titles Hen. xgo By their Charters, Enfeoffments, and 
Testaments recorded in old storie. 176a tr. Busching's 
Syst. Geog.Nl. 166 Otho. .invested the houses of Stolberg 
and Schwarzburg with the joint enfeoffment of it. *769 
Robertson Cfias. V, III. vn. 54 The Spanish ambassador 
would not be present at the solemnity of his enfeofment. 
1839 Keightley Hist. Eng, I. 238 That an enfeoffment to 
that effect might.be executed. , ' ' 

Enfer, Enferre, obs. forms of Infer. 
t Enfe'rme, V. Obs. rare— 1 , [ad. F. enferme-r 
to shut up.J trans. To shut up, enclose. 

1481 Caxton Myrr. 11, xviii. 104 That whiche is erifermed 
and closed in the erthe is helle. 
tEnfermer. Obs. [a. OF. enfermier late 
L. mfirmdriusi] The superintendent of a (mo- 
nastic) infirmary : see Infirmarer. 

c 1325 Metr. Horn. 29 A blak munk of an abbaye was 
enfermer of all. 

Enfermerere, var. of Infirmarer, Obs. 
Enfermi : see Enfirm. 

Enfertile, Enfertilize : see En- prefix 2 , 3 . 
t Ellfested, ppl a. Obs. rare- 1 . [? for ^in- 
fested, f. Infest a. bitterly hostile + -ED I; or error 
for enfesteredl] Embittered. 

1591 Spenser Muiopotmos 354 That old© Enfested grudge; 

Enfester : see En- pref 1 3 . 

Enfetter (enfe'tar y v. Also 7 infetter, [f. 
En - 1 + Fetter jAJ tracts. To put into fetters, 
lit. andy%u ; also, to enslave to. 

1604 Shaks. Oth. n. iii. 351 His Soule is so enfetter’d to 
her Lone. 1611 Speed Hist. Gt. Brit. ix. viii. {1632) 581 
Those seruitudes. wherewith, .they were supposed to be 
enfettered. x 6 z 5 G. Sandys Ovid's Met. iv. 75 Like a Ser- 
pent by an Eagle truss’t ; Which to his head and feet, infet- 
tered, clings. 1637 Bastwick Litany 1. 4 They haue the 
keys . . of all the prisons . . to infetter any at their beck. 
x86o C. Langster Hesperus , etc. 1S6 Love should be en- 
fettered, hand and foot, For the long aeon of a human year. 

Enfeud, obs. form of In feud. 

Enfever (enfrvsi), v. [fr En- 1 -!- Fever sb,] 
trans. To throw into a fever; fig. to exasperate, 
incense. Hence Enfe-vering ppl. a. 

1799 Seward Horace's Odes 1. i., To blend the enfevering 
draught with its pellucid waves. 1647 Evelyn Mem. (1857) 
III. 6 To enfever the people against him [the King}. 
Enfief (enfrf), v. rare. [f. En - 1 + Fief.] = En- 
feoff. 

x86i A. B. Hope Eng. Cathedr. 1 gilt C. 153 Enfiefed with 
spacious places of worship.. by Constantine. 1882 W, B, 
We eden Soc. Law L. 169 The privileges were all enfiefed. 

Enfield, (eufald). The name of a village in 
Middlesex, near which the Government has a 
manufactory of small arms. Used attrib . with 
various military terms, as in Enfield rifle, etc. 

1858 Greener Gunnery 377 The length of the Enfield 
bullet is | inch. 1858 Beveridge Hist, India III. ix, iv, 
633 One hundred Enfield riflemen of the 64th. Ibid. 
Covered at discretion by Enfield skirmishers. Ibid. 634 
The power of the Enfield rifle in British bands, 

Ermerce, Emfigure: see En - pref P 2 and 1 b. 
Enfilade sb. [a. Fr. enfilade, £. 

enfiler to thread on a string, hence to pierce or 
traverse, from end to end, f. en- (see En- pref 1 ) 
+ fil thread.] ■ 

fl. A suite of apartments, whose doorways are 
placed opposite to each other. Hence in phrase. 
In enfilade . Also applied to a long * vista as 
between rows of trees, etc. Obs. 

1705-30 S. Gale in Nichols Bibl. Topogr. Brit. III. 41 
Rooms which ; . are placed in enfilade. 1727 Bradley Fam. 
Diet. s. v. Garden, Groves form’d of Rows of Fruit-trees and 
Forest-trees . .make. . very agreeable Enfilades. 1762-71 H. 
Walpole Vertues Anecd. Paint. (1786* IV. 265 An enfilade 
of correspondent gates. 1779 Swinburne T rcev. Spain xxxnii, 
The trees have swelled out beyond the line traced for them, 
and destroyed the enfilade, by advancing into the walks, or 
retiring from them. 1805 Repton Landsc. Garden, (ed. 2) 
105 A magnificent enfilade through a long line of principal 
' apartments. 

2. Mil. t a. (See quot.) Obs. 

1706 Phillips, Enfilade [in Military Affairs] is the Situa- 
tion of a Post, so that it can discover and scour all the length 
' of a straight line. 1715 m Kersey. 1721-1800 in Bailey. 

b. A * fire ’ from artillery or musketry which 
sweeps a line of works or men from one end to the 
other. Also attrib. in enfilade fire. 

1796-7 Ittsir. <5- Reg. Cavalry 11813)175 Its [the echelon’s} 
prolongation shall not be exposed to an enfilade. 1803 Wel- 
lington in Gurw. Disp. II. 286 You would have iron guns 
instead of brass for your enfilade. 1863 Kinglake Crimea 
(1877) IV. xii, 255 Threatening, .his batteries with 'an en- ; 
filade fire. 1876 Bancroft Hist. U.S. VI. liv. 425 The 
space within the works . . was exposed to enfilade. 

Enfilade (enfiled), v. [f. prec. sb.] 

1 1- tram. To- set (trees) so as to form an en- 
filade. Obs. {nonce-use I) 

. 1725 Bradley^zjv.DzVAs.v. Quincunx, Take care that the 
trees be well squar’d or laid out by a line, and, as it were, 
enfiladed one with another. 

2. Mil. To subject to an enfilade; to ‘rake’ or 
to be in a position to c rake * (a line of fortification, 
a line of troops, a road, etc.) from end to end with 
a fire in the direction of its length. ' 
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*706 Phillips, Enfilade , or Enfile the Gourtin, Rampart, 
etc., is to scour- or sweep the whole length of such a Work 
with the Shot, a 1755 Expedition- to Carthagena (].), The 
avenues, being cut through the .wood in right lines, were 
enfiladed by # the Spanish cannon. 1772 Simes Mil. Guide , 
A work is said , to be enfiladed when a gun can be fired into 
it, so that the shot may go all along the inside of the parapet. 
1828 Blackw. Mag. XX.IV. 357 This success made it an 
operation of no difficulty to enfilade the enemy’s position 
on the left. bank. 184$ Prescott Herd, 4* Is. I. v. 237 The 
bridge, .was enfiladed by the enemy’s cannon. 1879 Low 
Jrnl. Gen. Abbott iv. 333 Our course.. was completely en- 
filaded by a stone breastwork, 
b. trans f 

<21845 Barham Ingot. Leg. (1877) 413 The level beams of 
the rising or setting sun as they happened to enfilade the 
gorge. 1848 Thackeray Bk. Snobs (1872)' 119 The bow- 
window of the Club, .enfilades Pall Mall. , 

Hence Enfila'ded. ///. a., Enfila-ding///. a, 
1812 Examiner 14 Sept. 581/1 Two enfiladed batteries. 
1828 Spearman Brit. Gunner 33 The continued fire of the 
first or enfilading batteries. x866 Harvard Mem. Biog. 
N. L. Abbott U. 10 r The Twentieth ... advanced, .under an 
enfilading fire of artillery. 

f Eufi'le, v. Obs. Also 7 iiifile. [a. Fr. ; en- 
file-r : see Enfilade.] 

1. iratts. To put on a string or thread. Also, 
To enfile up ; to hang lip on a string, etc. 

*393 Gower Con/. III. 237 They taughten him [Sardana- 
pallus] to lace a braide. .and to enfile A perle. x6ox Hol- 
land Pliny ll. 124 To cut the root. .into. thin roundles, and 
to keep them enfiled vp. Ibid. II. 133 The swine mush- 
romesV, are hanged vp to dry infiled vpon a rush run- 
ning through them. 1675 Hobbes Odyssey 1x677) 1x6 When 
they had slain my men, they them entil’d . .like fishes hung 
in ranks. ■ 

2 . Her. In pa, pple. (See quot.) 

1830 Robson Brit. Herald. Gloss, s., v., When the head of 
a man or beast, or anyother charge, is placed on the blade 
of a sword, the sword is said to be enfiled with whatever 
is borne upon it. 

T Enfi're, v. Obs . Also 6 enfyre. [f. En- 1 + 
Fire jA] 

1. trans. To set on fire. 

15x3 Douglas A Ends xm. Prol. 13 The son enfyrit haill, 
as to my sycht. 1605 Sylvester Du Bartas 1. vii. (1605-7) 
I. 234 Th' Orbe of Flame . .doth not entire the frame, 
b. To inflame. 

1545 T. Rayngl a Womans boake 79 By the which the 
bioude is enfyred and chawfed. 

2 . fig. a. To kindle (a passion, zeal, etc.), b. To 
fire, inflame (a person) with anger, passion. 

1596 Spenser Hymn to Love xxv, So hard those heavenly 
beauties he enfyred. 1603 Florio Montaigne 1. xxxviii. 
(1632) 1 19 Great cares of sharpe desire Doe carefull man 
distract, torment, entire. 1620 Bp. Hall Hon. Mar. Clergy 
1. § 12 {Wks. 1628) 752 The touch of whom hath so much 
enfired his ghostly zeale. 1652 Benlowes. Theoph. vi. xiv, 
Fruition Love entires. 1855 Singleton Virgil I. 260 Cupid 
. .with the presents should the raging queen Entire. 

+ EnJrrm., v. Obs. rare . Also 3 enfermi. 
[ME. enfermi, a. OF. enferme-r, f. en- (see En- 1) 
+ ferme i-L. firm-us Firm ; the later enfirm prob. 
a new formation on En- 1 + Firm al\ 

Hans. To strengthen, fortify. 

1297 R. Glouc. (1724) 552 To Gloucetre hit wende, to en- 
fermi hen toun. 1649 G. Daniel Tr inarch.. Hen. IV, liii, 
The Gascoynes thus enfirm’d, and noe great feare Of French 
Invasion. 

Enfix, rare var., of Infix. 

Enflame, -flatimbe, obs. ff. Inflame. 
Bnflesh. (enfle-J), v. Also 6-7 infiesh. [f. 
En- 1 , In- + Flesh sb.] 

trans. a. To make into flesh, b. To cause a 
growth of flesh upon (the limbs), c. To plant or 
establish in the flesh, to ingrain, d. To give a 
fleshly form to. Iience Enfle’shing vbL sb. 

1548 Geste Fr. Masse 86_ No more then the deytie is 
recompted enfieshed for that it is substancially in us. Ibid,, 
The incantation or enfleshing of Christes Godhead. 1598 
Florio, Incarnare, ta incarnate, to inflesh. Ibid., Incar - 
namento, an enfleshing, an incarnating, incarnation. 1603 — 
Montaigne 1. Ivi. (1632) 173 Those vices, which are habitu- 
ated, inbred, setled, and enfleshed in him. 1633 P. Fletcher 
j Purple 1 st. vi. (R.), Who th v Deity inflesht, and man’s flesh 
deified. 1648 Herrick HesPer., To his Mistresses, Bring 
your magicks, spels, and charmes, To enflesh my thighs 
and armes. 1883 J. Parker A post. Life II. 212 Our love 
must incarnate, enflesh, and embody itself, 
t Enfiou rish., v. Obs. rare- 1 , [f. En- 1 + 
ME. *flureschen, fiurisen, Flourish,] trans. To 
display flourishingly ; to trick out with ornaments. 

? a 1400, Morte A rth. 198 Ffesauntez enflureschit in flam- 
mande silver; 

Enflower (enflau®7), , o. Also 6 enflore. [f. 
En,- 1 + Flower sk] tram. To adorn or deck with 
flowers. Hence Enflovr ered ppl. a. 

3523 Skejlton Garl. Laurel 1164 The margent Enfiorid 
with flowris. c 1598 B. Jonson Case A Itered v. i, Milan, 
these odorous and enflower’d fields Are none of thine, c 1602 
Davison in Farr S. P. J £'<?zz. • (1845) II. 327 All engreen- 
ing arid enflowering Those pleasant mountagnets. cx6xx 
Chapman Iliad viii. 2 The cheerful Lady of the light. .Dis- 
persed her beams through every part of this enflow’red 
globe. 1888 A. J. Butler Dcmte } Paradise x. 132 Thou 
wouldst know from what plants this garland is enflowered. 

Enfluence, obs. form of Influence. 

Enfoil : see En- prefix 1 3. • 

: + E-nfo*ld, sb. Obs. [f. next] A convolution 
(of the brain or intestines). 


; 1578 Banister Hist. Man v. 72 The intrels. .are circtin- 
duced into diners, and many enfoldes, and turnynges. Ibid. 
viii. xoo The : brayne . .seemeth to shew many infoldes and 
turnynges. 

, Enfold,, infold (en-, lnfffn-ld), v T Also 7 in’- 
fould. Fa. pple. occas. 7 infold, 9 enfolden. 
[f. EN-^ lN-d-FoLD sb. and . z^.] To put into a 
fold, or within folds. 

1. trans. To wrap up, envelope in or with a 
garment, or a surrounding medium of any kind. 
Also with the garment, etc. as subject. 

a. 177# Withering Bot. Arrangem. (1796) I. 192 Seed 
single, .enfolded in the cup. __ i860 Trench Mirac, xvL 
(1862) 272 The oak is enfolded in the acorn. 1869 Freeman 
Norm. Conq. III. 34 The royal robes in which the body 
had been enfolded were borne away. 

1647 H. More Song 0/ Soul iv. xxxvi, She in the body 
was infold, Qf this low life. 1668 Culpepper & Cole Barthol. 
A fiat. 1. xx. 52; Two Membranes .. infolding the whole 
bladder. 1713 Pope Windsor For. 393 The pearly shell [shall] 
its lucid globe infold ; 1725 — Oayss. m. 540 Artist divine, 
Whose skilful hands infold The victim’s horn with circum- 
fusile gold. 1728 YoUng Love Famev. {1757)137 Gay rain- 
bow silks her mellow charms infold. 1875 B. Taylor Faust 
11. ix. II. fox, Cast o’er The knight your magic mantle and 
infold him. 

b.fig. 

" a. 1674 Fairfax Bulk <§• Selv. Ep. Ded., The kindness., 
is wont to be enfolded mainly within the rank or stock., 
of the same, a xqxx Ken Hymnotheo Poet. Wks. 1721 III. 
319 All Plants .. A confluential Loveliness enfold, a 1822 
Shf.lley Witch A tl. ii, She lay enfolden In the warm shadow 
of her loveliness. 1850 Mrs. Stowe Uncle Tom's C. xxiv. 
233 His love enfolded her childish heart with more than 
mortal tenderness. 

B, 1592 Shaks. Rom. JuL , in. iii. 73 Vnlesse the breath 
of Plartsicke groanes Mist-like infold me from the search of 
eyes. 1641 Milton Ch. Govt. (1851) Pref. 95 That book 
within whose sacred context all wisdome is infolded. 1867 
G. Macdonald Poems 58 Night infolds the day. 

2. To encompass, encircle ; to clasp, embrace. 
Also fig, 

1596 Spenser F. Q, (T.), For all the crest a dragon did 
infold With greedy paws. x6x8 Chapman Hesiod 11. 236 
She never knew how to enfold The force of Venus swim- 
ming all in gold. 1633 P. Fletcher Elisa n. v. Poet. Miss. 
1x9 Her snow-white arms . . their now dead lord infold. 1725 
Pope Odyss. xix. 555 His neck with fond embrace infolding 
fast. 1850 Mrs. Browning Poems II. 414 While the Muses 
hang enfolding Knee and foot with faint wild hands, 1855 
Singleton Virgil 1 . 132 [Vines] with lusty stems Their elms 
infolding. Ibid. I. 277 Each snake, inclipping them, infolds. 
1876 Bancroft Hist. U. S. III. xx. 302 Its people, infold- 
ing at one extreme the offspring of colonists from Greece, 
and at the other the hardy children of the N orthmen. 

+ 3. . = Involve, a. To imply or necessarily 
include, b. To involve or plunge in (disaster). 
Also refi. c. To involve in obligation, to oblige. 

1579 Tomson Calvin's Serm. Tim. 250/1 God should in- 
folde vs in one selfe same destruction. 1586 T. B. La 
Przmaud. Fr. Acad. 1. (1589) 145 We infold our selves in 
that fault, which we reproove in others. # Ibid. 430 All 
covetous men . . infold themselves in many griefs. 1625 Gill 
Sacr. Philos. 1. 24 That any thing be, infolds necessarily 
the will and power of God thereto. 1646 N. Locicyer Ser- 
mon xi There be many difficulties about the creature, but 
may be alHnfolded in one, to wit, sinne. 

4. To put into the shape of a fold or succession 
of folds ; formerly often fig. to render involved or 
intricate. Also refi. and intr. for refi. 

1605 Bacon Adv. Learn, x. vii. § 4 Fitter for a Declama- 
tion than agreeable to a Treatise infolded as this is. # x6xx 
Bible Ezek. i. 4 A great cloude, and a fire infoulding it 
selfe. 16x2 D ray tod s Poly-alb. Introd. A ij, The verse oft. . 
so infolds that suddaine conceipt cannot abstract a forme 
of the clothed truth. 1875 Darwin Insect iv. PI. xiv. 324 As 
the rim is infolded. 1882 Vines Sachs' Bot. 950 The cam- 
bium layer . .becomes deeply infolded where it extends in- 
wards. 

Hence EnfoTded///. a., Enfoldedly adv. 

c 1633 Milton A rcades 64 The celestial Sirens. .That sit 
upon the nine infolded spheres. 2879 Farrar St. Pauli. 
92 A semblance as of infolded flame. 1624 F. White Repl. 
Fisher 280 [It] is neither expresly nor infoldedly taught in 
holy Scripture. 

Enfold, (enfold), vF rare. [f. En- pref IP + 
Fold jA 1 ] To shut np (sheep, etc.) in a fold. «■ 

1683 Chalkhill Thealma. fi C/. 94 She left the Lovers tp 
enfold her Sheep. *882 J. Parker Apost. Life 1 . 13 Until 
the last little -lamb had been safely enfolded. 

Enfolder, infolder (en-, infffu*idoj). [f. 
Enfold til + -er.] One who or something which 
enfolds A* in quot. spec, an enveloping membrane. 

3545 Raynald Womans books (1564) 4| Bryngyng from 
thence the yeine of the chylde, betweene his seconde and the 
innermost irifolder. Ibid. 1. {1634) 79 The third or the in- 
most infolder of the child., is so thinne that one may easily 
see through it. 18, . Mrs. Browning Wine of Cyprus Poet. 
Wks. (1883) 30 That shadow, the enfolder of your quiet 
■eyelids. ■ 

Enfolding, infolding (en-, infffu-idig), vbl 
sb. [fr as prec. + -IN& 1 .] The action of the verb 
Enfold. Also concr. in various applications : 
{a.) a wrappage, envelope, tin//, garments; (A) 
a fold, convolution. 

1586 W. Webbe Disc. Eng ; Poetrie (Arb.) 65 The turning 
of verses; the infolding of wordes. x6xx Shaks. Wint. T. 
iv, iv. 755 Seest thou not the ayre of the Court, in these en- 
foldings ! 1873 Mivart Elem. Anat. ix. 372 Infoldings of 
the surface of the organ, x88o A. Wilson in Gentl. Mag,. 
CCXLVI. 45 The infolding of this blastoderm. x88a Vines 
Sacks' Bot. 533 The cells Which contain chlorophyll exhibit 
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the infoldings of the cell- wall. 1883 W. K. Parker Mam- 
mal Descent iii. 88 The embryo and its inner enfoldings. 

Enfolding, infolding (en-, inf<? u+dig), ppl a. 
[f. as prec. + -jng-*.] That enfolds. 

1669 Runyan Holy Citie 169 An infolding Mystery- 
wrapped up, and. inclosed. 1735 H. Brooke Unix*. Beauty 

l. (R.), In balm.imbosom’d every region lies, Of ambient 
ether and infolding skies. 1837 Keble Ckr, K, St. Michael 
ix, Waft us heaven- ward with enfolding wing. 1879 Farrar 
St. Paul >1883) 144 An infolding lire and a supernatural 
sound arrested their progress. 

Enfoldment (enf<? u-ldment). arch. [f. as prec. 
4- -ment.] The action of enfolding ; + concr. that 
which enfolds. 

1593 Nashe Christ's T. C1613) 45 That in mine amorous 
enfoldment, I might whyrle her [lerusalemj to Heauen with 
me. 1624 Gataker Transubst. 94 O most divine and holy 
Mysterie, symbolically discovering those enigmaticall En- 
foldments. 1823 Scott Talism. ix. His long slender dark 
fingers were, .almost buried in the large enfoldment of King 
Richard’s hand. 

+ Enfo llow, v. Obs. rare. In 4-5 infolewe, 
en-, infolowe. [f. Ex- pref. 1 + Follow vi] a. 
trans. To follow after ; Jig. to imitate, b. intr v 
To follow on ; to ensue, result. 

Hence Enfollowing- vbl. sb. 

1382 Wyclif Ecclus. xxxii. 23 In his infolewingis he shal 
ben vndernome [Vulg. insec tationibus arguetur ]. <71449 

Pecock Repr. in. vi. 313 In-folewing Crist in the seid 
pouerte. 1483 Caxton St. Wenefr. 4 Moche good shold 
therof enfolowe. 

Enfonce (erifjrns), v. rare . [ad. Fr. enf oncer, 
f. en- (see Eisr- 1 ) + f oncer to sink.] 1 trans . To sink 
in ; to place in a low or retired position. 

1834 R. Mudie Brit. Birds {1841) I. 147 The eyes of this 
one [the screech owl] not being so deeply enfoneed as those 
of most of the others. 

Enfondre, var. of Enfounder v., Obs. 
t Enfo*rce, sb. Obs. [f. next vb. : ,cf. Afforoe.] 
Effort, exertion. 

1375 Barbour Bruce xvn. 448 Thai that var With gret 
enforss assal^eand thar. 1491 Caxton Vitas Patrurn (W. 
de W. 1495) 1. xlii. 68 b/2, All her enforce auaylted her not. 
1526 Pilgr. Perf. (1531) 13 b, We desyre . . with all the en- 
force and myght of our hertes to be with hym. 1671 Milton 
Samson 1220 A petty enterprise of small enforce. 

Enforce (enfjaus), v. Forms : a. 4-7 enforse, 
(4 ? enforth, 6 enfoarce), 4- enforce. B. 4-7 
inf or ss, (6 infors), 5- inforce, [ad. OF. enf order, 
enforcir late L. infortidre , infortire , f. in - (see 
Ix-) + fortis strong; see also En- prefix 1 and 
Force jA] 

I. To put force or strength into. 

+ 1 . trans. To strengthen (a fortress) by extra 
works, (an army, navy, town, etc.) by extra ships, 
troops, etc. ; to occupy in force ; to reinforce. 
Obs. 

a . 1340-70 A lisaunder 908 Enforced were |?e entres with 
egre men fele. c 1425 Wyntoun Cron. vni. xxxvii. 177 
Morys of Murrawe . . Bat syne enforsyt it [J>at Castelle] 
grettumly. 1323 Ld. Berners AWAr. I. xtvi. 63 The frenche 
kynge enforced his great nauy that he had on the see. 1557 
Paynel Barclay's fugurth 5.2 He ordeyned as it were a 
forward enforced with a threfold subsidie, or socour. 3668 
Temple Lett. Ld. A rlington Wks. 1731 II. 61 To enforce the 
Towns of Flanders by . . our Troops. 1753 Edwards Whs. 
(1834) I. Introd. 209/2 The French were in constant expec- 
tation of being greatly enforced by a large body. 

B. 1375 Barbour Bruce rv. 65 [Thai] inforsit the castell 
sua. . 1652 Needham tr. Selden’ s Mare Cl. 376 Provided 
and inforced with men of war in divers forein Parts. 1697 
Dryden Virg. <1806) IV. 153 The brave Messapus shall thy 
troops inforce With those of Tibur. 
f 2 . To strengthen in a moral sense; to impart 
resolution or fortitude to (a person) ; to encourage 
(Const, to with in/.) ; to strengthen (a resolve, a 
purpose’}. Obs. 

C138 6 Chaucer Pers, T. f 656 This vertu . . enhaunsith 
and enforceth the soule. 1483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 1 78/3 Y et 
was saynt barnabe a man enforced to suffre paynes. 1534 
Ld, Berners Gold. Bk. M, Aurel{ 1546) O vj, By suche ex- 
aumples . . the good people shoulde enforce th em selues. 1626 
Bacon Sylva (1677) § 314 To enforce the Spirits by some 
Mixture, that may excite and quicken them. 1683 R. 
Berkeley in Mem. (1857) III. 275 Sir, if the entreaties of 
a friend can enforce the resol ves of so great a philosopher. 

+ 3 . To add force to, intensify, strengthen (a feel- 
ing, desire, influence) ; to impart fresh vigour or 
energy to (an action, movement, attack, etc.). Obs. 

a. 1375 Barbour Bruce v. 355 Douglass, .enforsit on thame 
the cry. c 1400 Rom. Rose 4499 Now mote my sorwe en- 
forced be. <7 x450 Merlin ix. 136 And so began the turne- 
ment newe to enforse for the rescewe of theire felowes. 
1323 Ld. Berners Froiss. I. Ixxvi. 97 The next day to enforce 
the assaut. 1563 Man Musculus' Commonpl. 34 a, Enforcing 
tip his noyse littel and Iittel. 1727 Pope, etc. , A rt Sinking 76 
Hang on lead to . . enforce our descent. 1741 Middleton 
Cicero {xj 42) III, xii. 287 He [Cicero] . . used to enforce the 
severity of his abstinence. 1730 Johnson Rambler No. 63 
F 12 The temptations to do ill are multiplied and enforced. 
1775 T. S her id an A rt Reading io2 Their [the consonants’] 
sound should be enforced. 

B* 15x3 Douglas AEneis 1. ii. 31 Infors thi wyndis. 
1534 Ld. Berners Gold. Bk. M. Anrel. (1546) N iv. He 
. . mforceth his appetite, to know more. 1691-8 Norris 
Pract. Disc. IV. 374 Conviction of the Worlds Vanity . . as 
an inner spring actuates and inforces all our outward mo- 
tions. a 17x6 South Serm. I. vi. (R.)» The same authority, 
and evidence, that inforced the former. 

+b. To give legal force to; to ratify. Obs.rare~\ 
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2736 P. Browne Jamaica 5 His maj esty. . always inforces 
or makes void all the acts passed by them. 

4. To press home van argument,' etc.); to urge 
(a demand, etc.),; formerly, also, to lay stress 
upon, emphasize va fact, circumstance). 

a._ <7 x449 t?ee Enforcing vbl, sA] 1593 Shaks. Rich . IT, 
iv. i. 90 Against Aumerie we will enforce his Tryall. x6oo 
Holland Livy v. iv. 181 Much against my stomacke, 0 
Quirites, enforce I this point. 1635 Naunton P'ragm. Reg. 
(Arb.) 43 The Warrant for his execution [being] tendered, 
and somewhat enforced, she [the Queen] refused to sign it. 
<21674 Clarendon Hist. Reb. (J.), Enforcing the ill con- 
sequence of his refusal to take the office. 17x1 Shaftesb, 
Ckarac. II. 68 Where infinite rewards are thus inforc’d .. 
natural motives to goodness are apt to be neglected. 1751 
Johnson Rambler No. 87 ? 14 The preacher . . enforcing a 
precept of religion. 1832 Ht. Martineau Ireland ii. 33 In 
order to enforce what he had said. 1870 Anderson Mis- 
sions A mer. Bd. II. ix. 74 Hoapile enforced his claim by an 
argument from a reciprocity of rights and duties. 1878 
Browning La Saisiaz 76 Failed ye to enforce the maxim. 

B- 1586 A. Day Eng. Secretary 11. (1625' 92 How much 
every degree is still inforced one above another. 1605 B. 
Jonson Volpone 1. iv, To inforce . . Your cares, your watch- 
ings, and your many prayers. 1628 T. Spencer Logick 308 
The presence of that doth inforce the absence of the rest. 
1750 Johnson Rambler No. 24 3* 5 This monition might very 
properly be inforced. 1773 Adair Amer.Ind. 61 To inforce 
their musical speech. 

+ b. With obj. clause, or accus. and inf.: To 
assert, argue forcibly. Obs. 

1579 J* Knewstub Confut. 5 Upon order taken for pro- 
curing things to be done, H. N. will necessarily enforce 
that the same are done. 1613 Life Will. Conq, in Select, 
fr. Harl. Misc. (1793) 8 He inforced it to be a good title. 

+ 5. To exert (one’s strength). Obs. 

1490 Caxton Eneydos (1889) 18 By grete tnyghte and 
bodyli strengthe enforced his puyssaunce for to arache and 
plucke vp the same tree. 

t b. refi. To exert oneself, strive. Const, to 
with inf. Also to with sb. : To strive after, rush 
into. Obs. 

a. c 1340 Cursor M. 18089 Enforse]) 30U wi]> my3te & meyn 
Stalworjjely to stonde areyn. c 1386 Chaucer Melibeus 
P209 Suche as enforcen hem rathere to prayse youre per- 
sone by flaterie. a 1430 Knt. de la Tour{x 8 (& 61 Eve. .en- 
forced her to excuse her of her misdede and synne. 1326 
Tindale Rom. xv. 20 So have I enforsed my selfe to preache 
the gospell. 1533 Bellenden Livy m. 1x822) 2x3 He en- 
forcit himself to batall. 1533 Fisher Wks. 381 Such soules 
also as . . enforce them selues to a great loue. 1557 North 
Gueuara's Dial! Pr. Prol. A 1 a. We may enforce ourselfes 
to worke amendes.^ 1693 W. Robertson Phraseol . Gen. 533 
To enforce, or strain himself earnestly, conarl 
" ( 3 . c 1460 Fortescve Abs. % Litn. Mon. 11714) 60 [Man] 
inforsith hymself to be alway gretter and gretter. 13x3 
Douglas rEncis x. vii. 177 Pallas . . Inforcis hym to greif 
hys fays that tyde. 1541 Elyot Image Gem . 43 Pie . . in- 
forceth him selfe to brenne the houses. 1633 Bp. Hall 
Hard Texts, N. T. 85 Inforce yourselves to use all diligent 
. . indeavours. 

f 6. intr. for refi. To strive, attempt, physically 
or mentally. Of a ship : To make way. Obs. 

a. c 1340 Hampole Prose Tr. 2 It enforthis for to halde 
besyly in it the swetteste name of Ihesu. <7 x374 Chaucer 
Boeth. 11. i. 30 She vse]> ful flatryng familarite wib hem b at 
she enforce^ to bygyle ; 1382 Wyclif x Kings xix. xo Saul 
enforside to fitche to gidre with a spere Dauid in the wal. 
— Acts xxv. 15 The schipp was rauyschid, and my3te not 
enforse into the wynd. 1490 Caxton Hqiv to Die 4 The 
deuylle eaforseth to brynge to him sorowe vpon sord'W. 
1337 N. T. (Genev.) 1 Thess. ii. 17 We enforsed the more to 
se your face. 1395 Spenser Col, Clout 482 Thrise happie 
Mayd, Whom thou doest so enforce to deifie. 

( 3 - 1313 Douglas AEneisv. i. 37 Nor we may nocht strife, 
nor enforce [^</. 1557 inforce] sa fast Agane the storm e. 1381 
Marbeck Bk. of Holes 377 False Prophets . . inforce to 
quench the true vnderstanding of the Iawe. 

II. To bring force to bear upon. 
f 7. trans. To drive by force : a. by physical 
force, as a stone from a sling, a person fro?n a 
place. Also, To enforce open, and simply. 

c 1325 E. E. A Hit. P. B. 938 And enforsed alle fawre forth 
at ]?e 3atez. 1535 Fardle Facions 1. vi. 94 There come into 
that coaste, infinite swarmes of Gnattes, without any drifte 
of winde to enforce them. 1596 Harington Met am. A pax 
(1814) 109 The very nature of fire helpeth to enforce [air] 
upward. 1599 Shaks. Hen. V, iv. vii. 65 As swift as stones 
Enforced from the old Assyrian slings. x6oo Hakluyt Voy. 
(1810) III. 189 If we be inforced by contrary windes. 1627 
Speed England xxi. § 8 Yet hath she [Lincoln] not escaped 
the calamitie of sword, as in the time of the Saxons ; whence 
Arthur enforced their Host. 1644 Quarles Barnabas $ B. 
(1851) 194 Nor can my stronger groans enforce the portals 
open. 1649 Selden Laws Eng. 11. xii. (1739^ 67 Those that 
would reduce him, he enforces into foreign Countries. 

b. by mental or moral force : To drive a person 
to ox from a belief, sentiment, or course of action. 

1542 Henry VIII Declar. Scots 192 Beying novve enforced 
to the war re. 1591 Drayton .Noah in Farr .S'. P. fas. I 
(1848) 119 From remorce In his own nature, you doe him 
inforce. 1635 Austin Medit. xox To this observance 
[fasting] . . ISfature should inforce us. 1646 Sir T. Browne 
Pseud. Ep . 1. i. 1 It. .hath enforced them unto strange con- 
ceptions. 1664 Dryden Rival Ladies n. i. <1725) 209 , 1 am 
inforc’d to trust you with my most near Concerns. 
f8. To use force upon ; to press hard upon. 
Also fig. to press hard upon, urge, with argu- 
ments, taunts, entreaties, etc.. Obs, 

138. Wyclif. Wks. (x88o 378 [ Naainan] enforsid hjnn bat 
he schuld haue take po giftis. c 1400 Rom. Rose 6400 Thou 
shalt not streyne me a dele, Ne enforce me. 1494 Eabyan 
VH. ccxlv. 288 Eyther prynce enforsed so straytly that other, 
that eyther of theym were vnhorsed. X568 Graj?ton Chrom 


EHEORCE. 

II. 176 If you thinke not this, .truth, I will not enforce you. 
x6or Shaks. Jul C. iv, iii. 112 The Flint . . much inforced, 
shewes a hastie Sparke, 1605 Camden Rem. 212 He be- 
sieged Orleans, and had so enforced it, that the Inhabitants 
were willing, .to yeelde themselves, a x6x8 Raleigh Rem. 
(1644) 3 ^ If I s not the part of a just Civil Prince, .to enforce 
such a Countrey. x66z Fuller Worthies (1840^ III. 279 
He enforced him no further. 

b. intr. in s ime sense : To enforce upon. Obs . 
1361 T. Norton Calvin's Inst. i. To Rdr., How much 
more the siekenes&e enforced vpon me, so much lesse I 
spared myselfe. 1368 Grafton Chron. II. 98 The French 
men . . so enforced upon them, that they . . tooke the sayde 
Arthur prisoner. 1386 J. Hooker Girald. Irel. in Holinshed 

II. x6/t They still pressing & inforcing vpon him. 

f 0. To overcome by violence ; to take (a town) 
by storm ; to force, ravish [a woman) ; also fig. , 
a. c 1386 Chaucer Pers. T.f 900 If the worn man maugre 
hir heed hath ben enforced or noon. 1483 Caxton G. de la 
Tour E vj b, He., enforced their wyues. 1579 Fenton 
Guicciard . 165 They enforced it in two dayes, and likewise 
the Castle, making slaughter of all the footmen that were 
withdrawn© thither. 1394 T. B. La Primaud . Fr. Acad. 11. 
423 Howsoeuer they labour to enforce (as it were) their 
conscience. 1631 Chapman Ccesar <$• Pompey Plays 1873 

III. 172 The great authority of Rome Would faine enforce 
me by their mere suspitions. 

f 3 . 3560 Daus tr. Sleidane's Comm. 250 A, Inforce theyr 
wyues and their children. 1377 Test. 12 Patriarchs 52 Ye 
shall .. inforce maidens in Jerusalem. 

10. To compel, constrain, oblige. Said of both 
persons and circumstances. Const, to with inf. 
arch. 

a. 1323 Ld. Berners Froiss. I. xii. 12 They were xi days 
in the shyppe, and enforced it to saile as moche as they 
myghte. 1353 Eden Treat. Newe Ind. (Arb.) 13 [They] were 
at the length, enforsed to departe.^ 1573 Tusser Hush. 
(1878)5 My seruing you . . Enforced this to come to pas. 1632 
Lithgow Trav. in. (1682) 107 Accompanied with two God- 
desses ; the one was (Eloquence) to perswade them, and the 
other was (Violence! to enforce them. 1649 Selden Laws 
Eng. 11. ii. (1739) 15 The Parliament was sometimes enforced 
to adjourn it self for want of number sufficient. 1733 Neal 
Hist. Purit . II. 387 [He] had been . . enforced to enter into 
a bond of a thousand pounds. x8ox Southey Thalaba v. 
xxxv, Only by strong and torturing spells enforced. 1837 
Sir F. Palgrave Merck. Friar x. (1844) 17 You would 
have been enforced to compress your missive within, .scanty 
bounds. 

p. 1309-10 ^^ x Hen. VIII, c. 12 Pream., The Parties 
. .were inforced and constrayned to sue ther Lyverey. .cute 
of the Handes of the seid late Kyng. 1381 W. Stafford 
Exam. Compl. ni, (1876) 82 The husbandman was neces- 
sarily inforced . . to sel his Victayles dearer. 1691 Locke 
Money Wks. 1727 II. 33 The Bargain being made, the Law 
will inforce the Borrower to pay it. 

III. To produce, impose, effect, by force. 

+ 11. To produce by force, material or imma- 
terial; to extort (tears, concessions, etc) from a 
person; to force (a passage); to bring on (a 
quarrel, etc.) by force ; to force on. Obs. 

a. 1586 Marlowe i stPt. Tantburl. ni.ii, With shivering 
spears enforcing thunder-claps. 1586 A. Day Eng. Secre- 
tary 1. (1625) 42 My paper hurtbened with this long dis- 
course. .enforceth an end. 1394 Greene & Lodge Looking 
Glasse (1861 1 131 Dare you enforce the furrows of revenge 
Within the brows of royal Radagon? 1598 B. Jonson Ev. 
Man in Hum. iv. iii. .1616) 48 Why, how now, brother, 
who enforst this brawle? 1633 T. Stafford Pax. Hib. xi. 
(1821) 134 Tbe White Knight . . condemned both his Sonne 
and people for their folly, to enforce a fight. 1812 J. Henry 
Camp. agst. Quebec 134 The endurances we underwent . .en- 

, forced many a tear. 

' p. 1331-46 Elyot Govemonr (1883) 11. 215 Iniurie ap- 
paraunt and with powar inforced. .maybe with lyke povvar 
resisted. 1583 Golding Calvin on Deut. Pref. Ep. 1 The long 
interceassing of so great a benefite, inforced through the 
tyrannie of Antichrist. x6xx Lanyer Salve Deus in Farr 
S. P. fas. I (1848)230 Your cries inforced mercie, grace, 
and loue, From Him. whom greatest princes would not 
moue. 1621 Burton A nat. Mel 1. iii. iii. (1651)212 By the 
striking of a flint fire is inforced. 1636 G. S andys Paraphr. 
Div. Poems Ex. xv. (1648) 2 Pharaohs Chariots . . Twixt 
walls of Seas their way inforce, 1674 Playford Skill Mus. 
1. 54 To feign them, or at the least to inforce Notes. 

+ 12. To force, obtrude (something)^ a person. 
x6ox Shaks. All’s Well u. i. 129, I will no more enforce 
mine office on you. 

13. To compel by physical or moral force (the 
performance of an action, conformity to a rule, 
etc.) ; to impose (a course of conduct) on a person. 

1649 Selden Laws Eng, 1, xiii. (1739) 23 This course was 
. . inforced upon them by a Roman Constitution. 17x2 
Berkeley Pass. Obed. § 3 A supreme power of making 
laws, and enforcing the observation of them. 1828 Scott F. 
M. Perth x iv. To enforce upon his fiery temper compliance 
with the rules of civil life. ^ 1844 H. H. Wilson Brit. India 
I. 1. ii. 143 He declared his determination to enforce obe- 
dience to the order. 1839 Kingsley Misc. (i860) II. 63 The 
bloated tyrant . . enforced payment by scourge and thumb- 
screw. X875 Jowett /Y<®/<? (ed. 2) V. 123 They are to enforce 
the education of their children upon unwilling parents. 

14. To compel the observance of (a law) ; to 
support by force (a claim, demand, obligation). 

a, 1603 Shaks. Mens, for M. iv. iv. 25 A deflowred maid. 
And by an eminent body, that enforc’d The Law against 
it 1 1732 Berkeley A Iciphr, m. §13 There was neither 
jail nor executioner in his kingdom to enforce the laws, 
1774 Golusm. Nat. Hist. (1776) II. 131 It should be the 
business of the legislature . . to enforce this Divine precept. 
X839 Thirlwall Greece V. 265 Sparta . . paid no regard to 
the sentence, which, after the battle of Mantinea, there was 
none to enforce. X84X Elphinstone Hist. Ind. I. 503 They 
sent a body of 1000 infantry and 300 horse to enforce their 
demand. 
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g. 1848 Macaulay Hist. Eng. I. 652 This law was in* 
forced, .with a rigour at once cruel and ludicrous, 
b. absoL rare . 

1876 Grote Eth. Fragm. ii. 39 If as an individual he is 
obliged to obey, as one of the public he is entitled to enforce 
upon other individuals. 

Enforceable (enfb*usabT), a. Also 6 in- 
forcibls, 9 enforeible. [f. Enforce v. + -able.] 
Capable of being enforced, f Also =• Forcible. 

3589 Marprel. Epit. C ij h, See . . what may he brought 
to reproche the credit of such inforcible proofes. ,£11677 
Barrow Sermon vi. Wks. I. 71 (L.) Grounded upon plain 
testimonies of Scripture, and enforeible by good reason, 
1863 H. Co xlnstit. n. viii. 495 An obligation enforceable in 
equity, 1870 Content#, Rev. XV. 555 Either party . . may 
. . get damages, enforceable by distress, 1875 Bryce Holy 
Rom, Emp. xv. (ed. 5)245 Feudal rights no longer enforeible. 
Enfo rced (enfowist ), ppl a, [f. as prec. + -ed l.] 

1 . That is subjected to force or constraint, rare. 

1634 R» Codrington tr. Hist . Ivstine 74 This concurse 

... of the water doth take down with it into the bottom of 
the deeps the enforced spirit, and there suffocates and keeps 
it down, etc, 1861 Gen. P. Thompson Audi Alt. III. 
cxlvj. 134 They pleaded themselves enforced agents. 

2 . That is forced upon or exacted from a person ; 
that is produced by force; forced, constrained. 

1376 F leming Panoplie Ep. 203 He hath constrayned such 
to yeelde to inforced obedience and servitude. 1594 Shaks. 
Rich. Illy in, v. 9 Gastly Lookes Are at myseruice, like 
enforced Smiles. 1625 K. Long tr. Barclay's Argenis v. x. 
364 The slavery of an inforced marriage. 1837 Ht. Mar- 
tineau Soc. Amer. II. 128 A country where a degraded 
class is held to enforced labour. 186S Helps Realm ah v. 
68 How Sir John could have endured the enforced silence. 

Enforcedly (enfo»\isedli), adv. Also 6-7 in- 
forcedly, [f. prec. + -ly -,] In an enforced manner, 
fa. By force, forcibly (obs.). b. Under compul- 
sion. c. With constrained utterance. 

1579 Twyne Phisick agst. Fortune 11. lxvii. 244 a, I am 
enforcedly dryuen into banishment. 1594 Southwell M. 
Magd, Fun. Tears s 18 She for whom he died [was] in- 
forcedly left alive. 1635 R. H. Arraignm. Whole Crea- 
ture xiv. § 1. 226 They should doe it of necessity, inforcedly, 
and compulsorily. 1656 S. H. Gold. Law 15 Suppose that 
Perkin Warbeck . . had inforcedly and so usurpingly gained 
the Government. 31:864 Lowell Fireside Trav. 180 whose 
Geography we studied enforcedly at school. 1882 H. Me- 
ri vale Fauci t o/B, II 1 . 11. x. 7 The oracle spoke — enforcedly 
— slowly — cruelly. 

t Enfo rcely, adv. Obs, In 4 inforcely, 
enforsaly. [irregularly f. Enforce v. + -ly 2 .] 
In a forcible manner ; violently, furiously. 

1375 Barbour Bruce n. 314 Saw thaim cum swa inforcely. 
IlitL v. 324 Than suld thai, full enforsaly . . assale The 
ynglis men. 

Enforcement (enfoousment). Also 6-8 in-, 
[a. OF. enforcement : see Enforce v. and -ment.] 
The action or process of enforcing. 

+ 1 . The action or process of increasing the 
strength of anything (esp. an armed force, etc.) ; 
emcr. a reinforcement. Obs. 

1643 Prynne Sod. Power Pari. iv. 35 Such a force of Irish 
Rebels now ready to be shipped, .for their assistance and 
enforcement. 1682 Temple Mem. Wks. 1731 I. 406 The 
Prince of Conde was sent in haste out of Flanders, with a 
great Enforcement. 1762 Acc. o/Bks. in Ann. Reg. 250/1 
Something equivalent to those enforcements and lowering 
of sounds which gives such a pleasant variety, 
t 2 . Energetic activity ; an effort. Obs. rare. 
1547-64 Bauldwin Mor, Philos. (Palfr.) To Rdr., Their 
busie inforcement hath kindled in others the like hatred 
and contempt. 1551 Recorde Pathw. Knout. To Rdr., To 
accomplishe so haulte an enforcement. 

3 . The urging a demand, pressing home an argu- 
ment, representation, or statement. 

1535 A, Day Eng. Secretary 1. (1625) 33 Forcible reasons, 
enforcements, rebukes, and perswasions. 1587 Golding De 
Momay xxxiii. 537 What inforcements . .to perswade men ? 
1635 Austin Medit. 165 These preach (as St. John, after, 
did ;) using the same manner of Enforcement. 1751 John- 
son Rambler No. 162 § 10 Persuaded the tenants .. to en- 
treat his enforcement of their representations. 1861 Smiles 
Engineers II. 160 It cost him many years of arguing, illus- 
tration, and enforcement. 1880 E. White Cert. Relig . 54 
How large a space is occupied with the enforcement of this 
claim. 

1 4 . The action of bringing force to bear upon, 
doing violence to, or overcoming by force (a person 
or thing). Also jig. a strained interpretation (of 
words). Obs. 

1577-87 Holinshed Citron. III. 1061/1 Where he did so 
much by batterie & other kinds of inforcement. 1383 Fulke 
Defence Answ. Pref. § 10. 28, 1 marvel at your bold asser- 
tions, and abhor your impudent enforcements. 1597 Shaks. 
Rich. Ill, ni. vii. 8 And his enforcement of the Citie Wiues. 
1597 ~ 2 Hen. IP, 1. i. 120 As the Thing, that’s heauy in it 
selfe, Vpon enforcement, flyes with greatest speed e. 

5 . Constraint, compulsion ; a constraining or 
compelling influence, rare in mod. use. 

*475 Caxton Jason 19 b, He dremed of his lady for then- 
forcement of loue. 1548 Udall, etc. Erasm. Par. Mark 41 
The soule. . through e thenforcement of disease had forsaken 
the hodye % 1553 T. Wilson Rket. 57 b, Often tymes the 
soldiour saieth, his capitaines biddyng was his enforcement 
1670 Milton Hist. Eng. m. Wks. (1851) 125 For any en- 
forcement that Artur with all his Chivalry could make. 
1820 Keats Ode to Psyche 2 O Goddess ! hear these 
tuneless numbers, wrung By sweet enforcement, a 1845 
Hood Lamia vii. 60 By thy own enforcement [I] come to 
force thee, Being passion-mad. 

6. The forcible exaction of a payment, an action. 


etc. ; the enforcing or compelling the fulfilment of 
(a law, demand, obligation) ; t concr. a means of 
enforcing, a 1 sanction \ 

1597 Daniel Civ, Wares iv. lxiv, Though hee had then 
inforcements of expence f?bth for offence, retaynements, and 
defence. 1642 Milton Apol. Smect . (1851) 266 To see the 
ruine of our Protestation, and the inforcement of a Slavish 
life. 1690 Locke Hum. Und. 11. XXU1695) 150 The Rewards 
and Punishments . . which the Almighty has established as 
the Enforcements of his Law. 2756 Burke Vind. Nat. Soc. 
Wks. I. 78 Is it consistent with the divine wisdom to pre- 
scribe rules to us, and leave the enforcement of them to the 
folly of human institutions? 2828 ScottA’. M. Perth xxv, 
The occasion seemed to require an enforcement of domestic 
discipline. 1876 Green Short Hist . iii. § 7 (1882) 150 [The] 
weakness [of the Charter] in providing no means for the 
enforcement of its own stipulations. 

Enforcer (enfo-usai). [f. Enforce v. + -er] 
One who enforces. 

1580 Hollyband Treas. Fr. Tong , Forceur , a conqueror, 
an enforcer. 2649 Selden Laws Eng. 11. i. (1739)6 The 
Contrivers, Advisers and Enforcers. 2844 H. H. Wilson 
Brit. India I. 234 A rigorous advocate and unrelent- 
ing enforcer of measures of public economy and retrench- 
ment. 1855 Grote Greece 11. xci. XII. 20 A paramount 
obligation of which he was the enforcer. 1885 J. Rae in 
Contemp. Rev. June 902 Besides its function as enforcer of 
morality, .the State has another office. 

Enforeible : see Enforceable. 

Enforcing (enfoausiq), vbl. sb. [f. Enforce v. 
4- -iNC-i.] The action of the vb. Enforce in its 
various senses. \ concr. That which enforces. 

138 . Wyclif Sel. Wks. 1. 245 Of sich enforsinge mote nedis 
come mede. 1398 Trevisa Barth. De P . R. n. iv. (1495) 
31 Aungels dystroye the reesesand the enforcyngesof fendes. 
C1440 GestaRoni. xxxi. 116 , Harl. MS.) When the lion had 
sight of hem, he Ran to him with a cruell enforsynge. 
c 1449 Pecock Repr. iv.iv. 446 This hool argument with alle 
hise enforcing^ 1531 Elyot Gov. i. v. (1883) I. 35 Without 
any violence or inforsinge. c 1610-5 Female Saints (1866) 80 
After long enforcing she must needes yield nature her due. 
1641 H. Ainsworth Orth. Foundat. Relig. 12 Love is the 
inforcing, or motive of the Will, to the thing loved. 

Enforcing, ppl a. [f. as prec. + -ING*.] That 
enforces or presses upon. 

1649 G. Daniel Trinarch., Hen. V, clxiv, The thin-film’d 
Bladder breakes Prest with the burthen of enforceing Ayre. 
1662 H. Stubbe Ind. Nectar ii. 12 A drink invented by an 
enforcing necessity. 

Hence Enfo-rcingly adv ., in a forcible man- 
ner ; earnestly, impressively. 

157* Golding Calvin on Ps. xliv. 5 Onlesse it bee put en* 
forcingly for assurance sake. 1754 Richardson Grandison 
(1781) VI. 9, I am wished to write more enforcingly to you. 

T SnfoTcive, a. Obs. [f. Enforce v. + -ive.] 

1 . a, Tending to enforce, b. Urgent, forcible. 

3606 G. W[oodcocke] tr. Hist. Ivstine 83 b With these 

and such like mforciue arguments the harts of his souldiors 
were greatly incouraged. c x6xx Chapman Iliad viii. 212 
[An eagle] who seasde in her repayre A sucking hind calfe, 
which she trust in her enforciue seeres. Ibid. x. 128 Why 
stir ye thus so late? Sustain we such enforcive cause? 
1693 Beverley True St. Gospel Truth 6 Those Attributes 
of God, that are most enforcive of a gracious Answer. 

2 . As quasi-jA (nonce-use), after the analogy of 
motive : A means of compelling. 

1686 A. Horneck Crucified Jesus (1695) 373 If these 
Motives cannot prevail, God hath Enforcives which shall. 
Hence t Enforcively adv., by compulsion. 

1880 Webster cites Marston. 

t Enforest (enf*rrest), v. Obs. Also 7 en-, in- 
forrest. [f. En- 1 + Forest. Cf. Afforest.] 
trans. To convert (arable or pasture land) into 
forest or hunting-ground. Cf. Afforest. 

a 1619 Daniel Coll. Hist. Eng. (1626) 128 All such as 
were found to haue beene inforrested since the first Coro- 
nation of Henry the Second to bee disafforested. 1627 
Speed England vi. § 7 Thirtie miles of circuit inforrested 
for his game of Hunting. 1662 Fuller Worthies n. 174 
Henry the Eight enforrested the grounds hereabouts 
[Hampton Court], 

Enforge : see En- pref . 1 3. 

Enform, etc. : see Inform, etc. 
f Enforsotbe, v. Obs. rare- 1 . 

1460 in Pol. Rel. Cf Love Poems (1866) 153 Whanne y en- 
forsope me ojjer whilis, and pinke y wolde lyue o trewe lijf. 
Enfort : see En- pref . 1 2. 

Enfo*rtli, variant of Emforth, Obs. 
c 1385 Chaucer A. G. W. 2128 Ariadne , To save a gentil- 
manne enforthe [v. r. emforth] hir might. 

Enforth, obs., ? var. of Enforce v. 

+ EnfortTrne, v. Obs. [f. En- 1 + Fortune.] 
trans. To invest with a property or quality. 

c 1374 Chaucer Compl . Mars 105 But he that wroght hit 
enfortuned hit so, That every wight that had hit shulde 
have wo. 

+ EnfotL*ble, v. Obs. rare- 1 , [a. OF. en- 
fuble-r:—L. infibula-re to buckle in, f. in in + fibula 
buckle ; cf. F. affubler , repr. med.L. ajjfibuldre of 
same meaning.] trans . To wrap up, veil closely. 

c 1340 Gaw. Gr. Knt. 959 Hir frounte folden in sylk, 
enfoubled ay quere. 

Enfoul : see En- pref 1 2. 

+ EnfouTder, V. Obs. rare— 1 , [app. f. En- 1 + 
OF .fouldre (mod.Fr. foudre) thunderbolt,] Im- 
plied in EnfouTdred ppl. a., ? charged with 
thunder-bolts, black as a thunder-cloud. 

1590 Spenser F. Q. 1. xi. 40 With fowle enfouldred 
smoake and flashing fire. 


t Enfoirnder, V. Obs. rare. Also 5 enfon- 
der. [ad. F. enfondrer, f. en- in + fondrer in same 
senses.] a. trans. To drive in, batter in, b. 
intr. Of a horse : To stumble, drop down. 

1475 Caxton Jason 25 b, At the thirde stroke he enfondrid 
..his helme. c 1530 Ld, Berners Arth. Lyt. Bryt. (1814) 
87 His hors enfoundred vnder hym. * 

Enfourm, obs. form of Inform. 
i Enfraim, V. Obs. rare. Pa. pple. enfraint. 
[ad. OF. enfraindre (F. enfreindre ■ :—L. Infring- 
ere, f. in (see In-) + frangere to break.] trans. 
To violate (a promise, an obligation). 

*47$ Caxton Jason 63 b, Ofte times they [promises] ben 
enframte and broken. 1483 — G. de la Tour xcviii. 120 
She hadde .. enfraynt her manage, for the whiche she 
shulde be bete with stones. Ibid, cxliii. 203 This com- 
maundement I have enfrayned and broken. 

Enframe (enfr,?i*m), V, Also 9 inframe, [f. 
En- 1 + Frame sb.] trans. a. To set (a picture* 
etc.) in or as in a frame, b. Of surrounding 
objects : To serve as a frame to. Also Jig. 

Hence Enframed///, a. 

1848 Prosed s Mag. XXXVIII. 514 The boats and rafts ; 
the floating bodies . . all enframed by the gaping ruin of the 
fallen dwellings. 1877 Tennyson Harold 1. i, But all the 
powers of the house of Godwin Are not enframed in thee. 
1878 Tinsley's Mag. XXIII. 40 Masses cf golden-brown 
hair inframing the exquisite face. x886 G. B. Brown Schola 
to Cathedr. iv. 171 Mosaics, and gold-enframed enamels, 
t Enframcb, v. Obs. Also 6 enfrauneh, 7 
infranch. [a. AF, enfraunch-er, f, en- in franc 
free.] « Enfranchise. 

H ence Enfra*nched ppl a. 

1581 Marbeck Bk. of Notes 193 By him we be enfraunched 
from the captivitie and thraldome of the Divell. 1606 
Shaks. Ant. Cl. in. xiii. 149 He has Hiparchus, my en- 
franched Bondman, whom He may at pleasure whip. 1621 
Quarles Argalus P. (1678) 55 The sovereignty of thy 
worth infranches Thy captive beautie. 1633 P. Fletcher 
Purple I si. ix. xlii, Little caps and shaved head, .infranched 
bondmens guise. 

Enfranchisable (enfrantjizab’l, -tjsizab’l), a. 
[f. next + -able.] That admits of being enfran- 
chised ; capable of being enfranchised. 

x88o Muirhead Ulpian i. § 25 It being, .competent to en- 
franchise the twenty-five enfranchisable within the lower 
numbers. 

EnfraiicMse (enframtfiz, -tjaiz), v. Forms : 
6 enfraunch.es (e, -ize, 7 -ise, enfranchiz, 6- 
enfranchize ; also 6-7 infranchese, -ise, in- 
fraunchise. [ad. OF. enfranchiss-, lengthened 
stem of enfranchir, f. en (see En- pref. 1 ) + franc 
free: see Frank a . Cf. Affranchise. 

By Johnson regarded as f. EnA + Franchise, a view of the 
derivation which has influenced the later use. The pro- 
nunciation of enfranchise , affranchise , has from x8th c. fol- 
lowed the same course as that of franchise : Buchanan 
(1766), an orthoepist of no great authority, has (-tjhiz) in all 
three words *. Peiry (1793) has (-tjzz) ; Sheridan, Walker 
(1790) and the majority of later orthoepists, have (-tjiz), but 
(-tpiz) reappears m Knowles (1835) an<1 in Ogilvie (1850), 
and is given as an alternative in many recent Diets.] 

I. To admit to personal freedom. 

1 . To admit to freedom, set free (a slave or serf). 

1531 Elyot Gov. ii. vii. (1883) II. 77 Thou in a priuate 

jugement were ouercommen of a poore man but late in- 
fraunchised. 1577-87 Holinshed Ckron. 1. 123/1 He did not 
onelie baptise them, but also infranch ised them of all bodilie 
seruitude and bondage. 1636 G. Sandys Paraph. Div. 
Poems 1 Sam. ii. 1, Those who served, infranchised. _ 1776 
Adam Smith W. N. I. hi. ii. 393 A villain enfranchised . . 
could cultivate it only by means of what the landlord ad- 
vanced to him. 1876 Ouida Moths { 1880) III. 119 The Tsar 
has not enfranchised me. 

fig. 1548 Gest Pr. Masse 127 He is both blessed and en- 
franchised from a] travayl. 1695 Tryon Dreams § Pis. iii. 
37 [The] beginning of each Christians Regeneration . . 
whereby he Infrancheses himself from the world, a 1754 
W. Hamilton Youngest Grace (R.), Psyche, infranchis’d 
from all mortal pain. 1888 British Weekly 24 Aug. 273/1 
The soul, .should become mellow and enfranchised, 
t b. To set free from political subjection. Obs. 
c x6oo Norden Spec. Brit., Cornw. (1728) 7 Vntill the 
Britons enfraunchized themselves by a generall reuolte. 1606 
Shaks. Ant. $ Cl li, 23 Take in that Kingdome, and In- 
franchise that. 1648 Milton Observ. Art. Peace (1851) 556 
To be infranebiz’d with full liberty equall to I hir Con- 
querours. 

2 . To release from confinement ; chiefly transf 
or fig. (Freq. in Shaks.) 

7568 Grafton Chron. 93 If you finally refuse to deliuer 
him, T thinke verily the counsayle will enfraunches hym. 
1588 Shaks. Tit. A. iv. ii. 125 From that wombe where 
you imprisoned were He is infranchised and come to light. 
1598 [see Enfranchised.] 1626 T. II. tr. Cans sin's Holy 
Crt. 160 Break your fetters, enfranchiz your selfe. 1878 S. 
Cox Salv. Mundi ix. (ed. 3) 201 Liberate and enfranchise 
that which is good. 

i* b. humorously. To get (a thing) free. 

1682 D’Urfey Butler's Ghost 16 This. . Fierce Blade from 
peaceful sheath he lugs ; For, putting chape betwixt his 
Feet, He, with much ease, Enfranchis’d it. 

3 . To release from obligatory payments, legal 
liabilities, etc. To enfi'anchise a copyhold or lease- 
hold estate : to convert it into freehold. 

1594 Carew Huarte's Exam. Wits xiii. (1596) 220 His 
house shalbe enfranchised in Israel from all maner tribute. 
x8x8 Cruise Digest III. 107 The lord of a manor enfranch- 
ised a copyhold . . and then disputed the right of common 
with the copyholder he had enfranchised. 
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II. To admit to municipal or political privileges. 

f 4 . To make ‘free* of a municipality or cor- 
poration. Const, into. Also fig. Obs. 

1514 Act % Hen. VIII, c. 6 The crafte and misterye of 
Surgeons enfraunchesid in the Citie of London. 1602 Ful- 
becke Pandects 56 If they were enfraunchised of a hundred 
cities, a 1628 F. Greville Sidney (1652) 53 This was the 
first prize which did enfranchise this Master Spirit into the 
mysteries and affairs of State. <2x655 Vines Lords Supp. 
(1677) 170 He.. must submit to the Taws and rules of that 
Corporation he is free of, whether to be enfranchized or 
disfranchized. 

5 . To make fa city or town) * free’ by charter ; 
to invest (it) with municipal rights. Now chiefly , 
to invest with the right of being represented in 
parliament. 

1564 Haward Eutropius vi. 53 When he cam into Siria he 
enfraunchised Seleucia. 1655 Fuller Ch. Hist. 1. iv. § 2 
Verolam-cestre was at this time enfranchised with many 
Immunities. 1844 Ld. Brougham Brit. Const, xiv. (1862) 
212 She added no less than sixty-two burgh members, chiefly 
by enfranchising petty burghs. 

6. To admit to membership in a body politic 
or state ; to admit to political privileges ; fto 
naturalize (an alien). Now chiefly , to admit to 
the electoral i franchise ’ or right of voting for 
members of parliament. 

1683 Brit. Spec. 196 He hath by his Prerogative Power to 
enfranchise an Alien. 17x1 Strype Parker an. T595 (R.), 
He [Dr. Baro] being an alien, ought to have carried himself 
quietly and peaceably in a country where he was so humanely 
harboured and infranchised. 1839 Thirlwall Greece II. 
74 He is said to have enfranchised not only aliens . . but 
slaves. 1884 Times (weekly ed.) 26 Sept. 2/x We want, .to 
enfranchise those great masses of the people. 

b. fig. To naturalize (foreign words ; rarely, 
foreign plants). ? Ohs. 

x6ox Holland Pliny I. 359 Cherry-trees, Peach-trees, . . 
are held for aliens in Italy. Howbeit, some of them now 
are infranchised and taken for free denizens among vs. 
1668 Wilkins Real Char. 1. ii. § 2. 8 By enfranchising 
strange forem. words. <21748 Watts (J.), These words have 
been enfranchised amongst us. 

Enfranchised (enframtfizd, -tjbizd), ppl. a. 
[f. Enfranchise v. + -edL] In senses of the 
verb. 

1579-80 North Plutarch 531 (R.) Fabius Rullus. .put from 
the senate certain bondmen < infranchised. 1598 Chapman 
Iliad 1. 94 Till her enfranchis'd feet Tread Chrysa under. 
1643 Milton Divorce xiii. (1851) 54 The enfranchiz’d life 
and soul of man. a 1720 Sheffield (Dk. Buckhm.) Whs. 
(1753) I- 49 Where the enfranchis’d soul at ease can play. 
a 1845 Barham Ingol. Leg. (1877) 15 Many a mischievous 
enfranchised Sprite Had long since burst his bonds of stone 
or lead. 1884 Gladstone in Standard 29 Feb. 2/5 Enfran- 
chised occupiers of buildings of 10/. clear annual value. 

Enfranchisement (enfrcrntjizment). Also 
6-7 in-, [f. as prec. + -ment.] The action of 
enfranchising; the state or fact of being enfran- 
chised. 

1 . Liberation from imprisonment, servitude, or 
political subjection. Also fig. 

2595 Shaks. John iv. ii. 52 My selfe and them, .heartily 
request Th’infranchisement of Arthur. x6oi — Jul. C. m. 
i. 81 Cry out Liberty, Freedome, and Enfranchisement. 
a 1626 Bacon Max. Uses Coni. Law vi. 30 An instru- 
ment pf manumission, which is an evidence of my en- 
franchisement. 1630 Prynne A nti-A rmin . 147 He hath pro- 
cured an absolute enfranchisement from hell. 1693 Dryden 
Per sins Sat. in. (R. ), False enfranchisement with ease is 
found. 1848 tr. Mariotti’s Italy II. i. 7 The enfranchise- 
ment of Italy formed the text of all their proclamations. 
1850 Mrs. Stowe Uncle Tom's C. xxviii, He had com- 
menced the legal formalities for his enfranchisement. 1872 
Morley Voltaire (1886) 4 The enfranchisement of the indi- 
vidual from bondage to a collective religious tradition that 
had lost its virtue. 

2 . a. Admission to the * freedom’ of a city, 
borough, or corporation, or to the citizenship of 
a state ; admission to political rights, now esp. to 
the electoral franchise, b. The conferring of privi- 
leges (now chiefly the right of parliamentary re- 
presentation) upon a town. 

1628 Coke On Lift. 1. r 37 b, Enfranchisement.. the in- 
corporating of a man to bee free of a Company or Body 
Politique. 1630 Wadsworth Sp. Pilgr. viii. 83 His 
Maiestie. .would confirme vnto me my Patent of Infran- 
chisement. 1654 W. Mountague Devout Ess. 11. i. § 3 (R. ), 
The amplitude and infranchisement of humane reason can- 
not be said properly to be impair'd by these limits. 1685 
Baxter Paraphr. N. T. Acts xvi. 37 Paul was a Roman 
by enfranchisment. 1753 Melmoth Cicero in. xxiv. (R.), 
Certain cities.. of which he is desirous to procure the en- 
franchisement. 1794 S. Williams Vermont 232 The same 
privileges, immunities, and enfranchisements, i860 Seeley 
Led. <$■ Ess. i. 13 It was_ not enfranchisement that they 
wanted, it was simply military protection. 

3 . The action of making lands freehold. 

1876 Digby Real Prop. x. 396 Enfranchisement, .consists 
in tne conveyance of the freehold by the lord to his copy- 
hold tenant. 

Enfra-ncMser. [f. as prec. + -er.] One who 
or that which enfranchises ; in senses of the vb. 

163a Sherwood, Enfranchise^ affranchisseur. , 1650 R. 
Stapylton SiradcCs Low C. Warres vii. 80 Boasting him- 
selfe to be the sole Infranchiser of Holland. 1673 Lady's 
Call. 1. v. 36 He will tell us that the disbelief of God and 
another life, is the great enfranchiser of mankind. 1796 
Month. Mag. II. 778 Timoleon, the enfranchizer of Sicily. 
x88o Muirhead Gains 11. § 56 The estates of [deceased] 
latins belong to their enfranchisers. - 
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Enfranchising, vbl. sb. [f. Enfranchise v. 
+ -ingL] The action of the verb Enfranchise, 
in its various senses. 

1574 if- Littleton's Tenures 42 b. The Lorde maye make 
manumission and infraunchissinge to his villaine. 1600 
Holland Livy 870 (R.) The multitude, so augmented by 
the enfranchising of slaves. x688 Addr. fr. Totness in 
Lond. Gaz, No. 2347/1 Your most Gracious Declaration of 
Indulgence, for the enfranchizing of Conscience. 1787 T. 
Jefferson Writ. (1859) II 92 The enfranchising the port 
of Honfleur at the mouth of the Seine. 

Enfr aught (enfr§‘t), a. rare- 1 , [f. En-1 + 
Fraught.J Laden, charged, filled. Const, with. 

x866 J. Rose tr. Ovid's Fasti n. 818 The regal youth, En- 
fraught with envy, .Burnt with a lover’s fires. 

Enfray, obs. form of Affray. 

Enfree, -freedom, -freeze : see En- prefix 
Enfreuzy (enfre'nzi), v. Also 7 (after Gr. 
analogies) exnphxensy. [f. En- 1 + Frenzy.] trans. 
To throw into a frenzy. In quot. absol. 

Hence Enfremzied ppl. a. 

a 1656 Bp. Hall St. Pauls Combat (R.% His tooth like a 
mad dog’s envenomes and emphrensies. 1823 Blackw. Mag. 
XIII. 327 Blanch . . enfrenzied shrieks, a 1845 Barham 
htgol. Leg., Jarvis’s Wig., With an enfrenzied grasp. 

Enfrieze, enfrluge, enfroward, enfud- 
dle : see En- prefO 1 b, 2, '3. 
t Enfta/me, v. Obs. Aiso 7 infume. [ad. F. 
enfume-r L. mfumdre, f. in 4 - fum-us smoke.] 
traits. To expose to the action of smoke, a. To 
give a smoky taste to (wine), b. To dry in smoke, 
e. To make dingy, obscure with smoke, d. To 
blind as with smoke. Hence Enfu-med///. a. 

x6ox Holland Pliny I. 406 Other [grapes] they suffer to 
be dried in the smoke of smiths forges, wherby they get the 
very tast of infumed wine. 1603 Davies Microcosmos [y 876 ) 
38 (D.l Perturbations, .so enfume them that they cannot see. 
X607T0PSELL Four-/. Beasts (1673) 2x The brain of an Asse 
steeped in sweet water and infumed in leaves . . easeth the 
falling evill. 1658 Hewyt Serin. 177 (T.), Let them no 
more produce their enfumed titles. 

t Enfirn&ying, vbl. sb. Sc. Obs. In 4 en- 
fundeyng. [app. f. *enfundy , a. OF. enfondre to 
be benumbed with cold + -ingL] Benumbed with 
cold. 

£1375 Barbour Bruce xx. 75 (Edin. MS.) This malice of 
enfundeyng [other texts ane fundyng] Begouth, for throw 
hys cald lying . . Him fell that hard perplexity. 

Engage (eng^-dg), sb. [f. next vb. ; cf. It. 
ingaggio. j 

+ 1 . a. Engagement, bargain, b. The state of 
being engaged or entangled ; embarrassment, peril 
(cf. Engage v. i 3). Obs. 

1589 Puttenham Eng. Poesie in. xix. (Arb.) 241 Nor that 
it came by purchase or engage. 1626 G. SaNdys Ovid's 
Met., xiii. 76 Nestor, .implor’d to his ingage Vlysses helpe. 

2 . In Sword-exercise : (the vb. in the imperative 
used subst . : see Engage v. i 7). 

1833 Regul. Instr. Cavalry 1. 142 Come to the * Engage 
1871 Daily News 14 Jan., Men . . sat down cheerfully in 
their saddles, and brought their swords to the ‘ engage 
Engage (eng^-dg), v. Forms : a. (6 en- 
guage, 7 engadge), 6- engage. P. 6-8 ingage, 
[a. F. engage~r, f. en (see En- l ) + gage pledge (see 
Gage, Wage) : cf. the equivalents Pr. engatgar, 
enguatjar , engatjar, It. ingaggiare. 

The trans and refi. senses (exc. 19) approximately follow 
the senses of Fr. engager', the intr. senses and the trans. 
sense 19 are of English development.] 

I. To deposit or make over as a pledge. 

+ 1 . trans. To pledge or pawn (movable pro- 
perty); to mortgage (lands, houses, etc.). Obs. 

1525 Ld. Berners Froiss. II. cxiii. [cix.] 322 His brother 
had before that enguaged the thre forsaid castels for 
florens. 1577 Holinshed Chron. II. 28 Duke Robert.. en- 
gaged a portion of his duchie of Normandie to his youngest 
brother Henrie for a great sum of gold. 1581 Lambarde 
Eiren. ir. vii. (1588) 280 The Ciuiliansdoe adiudge it theft, 
if one (that laieth his goods to pledge) do embesell them 
from the partie to whom they were engaged. 1624 Capt. 
Smith Virginia 1. 3 For an armour he would haue ingaged 
vs a bagge of pearle. 1669 Penn No Cross xviii. § 9 Persons, 
who by their Excess., have deeply engaged their Estates. 

% fig. To pledge, offer as a guarantee (one’s 
life, honour, etc.) ; also, to expose to risk, com- 
promise. rare in mod. use. 

1568 North tr. Gueuara's Diall of Princes (1619) 709, 
I . . admonish the . . Officers of Princes not to sell, 
chaunge, nor engage their liberties as they doe, etc. 
1599 Daniel Civ. Wares v. The Queene perceiuing in 
what case she stoode, To lose her Minion, or ingage her 
State. x6oo Shaks. A. V. L.\. iv. 172 This to be true, I 
do engage my life. 1631 Heywood Maid West 11. in. Wks. 
1874 II. 378 My honour, faith and country are ingag’d. 
1655-60 Stanley Hist. Philos. (1701) 477/1 All this we say 
without engaging our Opinion. X677 Govt. Venice 63 By 
a ridiculous Custom this Admiral, .engages his Life there 
shall be no Tempest that day. 1776 Gibbon Decl. <§• F. I. 
xviii. 493 Others had engaged their doubtful fidelity to the 
emperor. 1855 Cdl. Wiseman Fabiola 238 But my honour 
is engaged. 

II. To bind or secure by a pledge. 

f 3 . To make (a person) security for a payment, 
the fulfilment of an undertaking, etc. ; * to render 
liable for a debt to a creditor ’ (J.). Obs. 

1596 Shaks. Merck. V. hi. ii. 264, 1 haue ingag’d my selfe 
to a deere friend, Ingag’d my friend to his meere enemie 
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To feede my meanes. X639 Massinger Unnai. Combat 
in. iii, Yet detain from us The debt . . We have made you 
stand engaged for. 1651 Hobbes Leviath. n. xxii. 117 He 
that lendeth it. .understandeth those onely for his debtors, 
that are engaged. 

4 . To bind by a contract or formal promise. 

1603 Florio Montaigne 1x634' 493 Hazarding rather to 

consume, then engage themselves to feminine embrace- 
ments, 16x7 Hieron Wks. II. 332 These vowes were the 
solemne promises, by which he.. ingaged himselfe to God. 
1702 Rowe A mb, Step-Moth. _ iv. i. 1644 ^ My Father's 
Fate dissolves that Truce to which I stood ingag'd. 1855 
Motley Dutch Rep. v. i. ix 866 659 He declined engaging 
himself not to recall his foreign soldiery. 

b. spec. To bind by a promise of marriage ; to 
betroth. Chiefly pass, and refi. (See also 6 c.) 

1727 Fielding Love in Scv. Masq. Wks. 1775 I. 31 Since 
nothing else will do, I am engaged by all the strength of 
vows and honour. 1848 Macaulay Hist. Eng. I. 648 He 
was engaged to a young lady of gentle blood. 1867 Trol- 
lope Chron . Bcirset L xxx. 257 What would you think of a 
girl who could engage herself to any man under such cir- 
cumstances? 

e. In mod. use often in pass, with weaker sense : 
To have promised one’s presence, made an ap- 
pointment, etc., for any purpose of business or 
pleasure. 

1885 L. B. Walford Nan, &c. I. 79 He has asked Nan 
[to dance] before, but she was engaged. Mod. I am en- 
gaged for to-morrow, but could dine with you on Monday. 

5 . [With etymological sense of securing by pay- 
ment of earnest-money: see Gage, Wage.] 

a. To hire, secure the services of (a servant, 
workman, agent, etc.). Also refi. of a servant, 
etc. : To enter into an agreement for sendee. 

1753 Hanway Travels (1762 I. Introd. 13 A british sub- 
ject who engaged himself as a factor to the russia company. 
x86o Tyndall Glac. 1. § 24. 169 Balmat was engaged at 
this time as the guide of Mr., etc. 1862 Trollope Orley F. 
xiii. 100 We have engaged the services of Mr. Aram. 1876 
Green Short Hist. vi. § 6. (1882) 325 Thomas Cromwell . . 
was certainly engaged as the commercial agent to one of 
the Venetian merchants. Mod. He has engaged himself to 
an engineer. 

b. To bespeak or secure (something) for one’s 
own or another’s use or possession. 

1795 Southey Lett.fr. Spain X 1799) xo The boxes [in the 
theatre] are engaged by the season. 1820 Moorcroft Trav. 
(1841) I. 199, 1 laid in a considerable quantity of wheat flour 
at Tandl, and engaged carriers and ponies ior its transport. 
Mod. I have engaged rooms at the hotel. This seat is 
engaged. Engage places for us in the coach. 

6. intr. for refi. (in senses 4, 5). a. gen. To 
pledge oneself ; to enter into a covenant or under- 
taking. Const, to with inf., or subordinate clause ; 
■f rarely into , unto, with sb. as obj. Also, to 1 war- 
rant’, pledge one’s credit, assert on one’s own re- 
sponsibility that. 

1613 R. C. Table Alph. (ed. Ingage, lay to pledge, binde 
himselfe. 1647 Fuller Good Th. in Worse T. (1841) 127 
How proper the remedy for the malady I engage not. 1649 
Bp. Reynolds Hosea iv. 57 A manifestation of that love in 
some promise or other, ingageing unto assistance. 1650 
Nicholas Papers (1886) 1. 184 His Lordship, .was to engadge 
it should be repaid in that time [3 yeares]. x66x Papers on 
Alter, Prayer Bk. 100 Renouncing the flesh, etc. And in- 
gageing into the Christian belief. 1672 Cave Prim. Chr. 
in. iv. (1673) 335 When Christ promises so much to them 
who engage with him. 1720 Col. Rec. Penns. Ill, xoo 
Our Indians have repeatedly engaged tome that they would 
go no more out to War. 1751 Johnson RamblerJAo, xx8 p 9 
The man.. has no other care than to collect interest, to 
estimate securities, and to engage for mortgages. 1787 T. 
Jefferson Writ. (1859) II. 303 The court of London en- 
gaged not to abandon Prussia. 1869 Freeman Norm. 
Conq. III. xii. 242 Harold further engaged to give his sister 
in marriage to an unnamed Norman noble. 1878 Brown- 
ing Poets Croisic xviii, Croisic, I'll engage. With Rome 
yields sort for sort, in age for age. 

b. To engage for : to be answerable for, guar- 
antee ; later, to undertake to perform, to promise. 
Rarely in indirect passive. 

x68o Butler Rem.i 1759) II. 70 Some near Friend en- 
gaged for his Honesty and good Behaviour. 1708 Swift 
Sacram. Test, How chearfully they engaged for the safety 
of the nation. 1727 A. Hamilton New Acc. E. Ind. II. 
xxxviii. 68 He could not engage for their [Fakires’] Safety 
among his Countrymen, 1748 Richardson Clarissa (x8n) 
IV. 348 Her wishes, .were gently intimated, and as readily 
engaged for. 1813 Jane Austen Pride # Prej. i. 2 It is 
more than I engage for, I assure you. 1866 Carlyle 
Inaug. Addr. 171 That is pretty much all I can engage for. 

t c. To betroth oneself (see 4 b.). Obs. fare. 

tjzz De Foe Relig. Courtsh. 1. i. (1840) 9 She will know 
how it is as to that, before she engages. 

d. To agree with a servant, workman, or em- 
ploye for hired service. Occas. with indirect pass. 
(Mostly superseded by 5 a.) 

X791 Smeaton Edystone L. (1793) § 309 Till proper per- 
sons could be engaged with and sent off. 1825 T. Cosnett 
Footman’s Directory 217 Many ladies and gentlemen will 
not engage with any one who does not know town well. 

e. Of a servant, etc. : To take service [with a 
master or employer). Cf. 5 a. 

Mod. Before I engage with another master, I will, etc. 

7 . trans. In wider sense : To bind by moral or 
legal obligation. Const, to with sb. or inf. 

164. Chas. I Anew. Earles of Bristol Dorset 5 The mu- 
nicipal! and fundamental! Lawes of that Nation ingage the 
Subject to . . strictnesse of obedience. 1659 Hammond On 
Ps. xviii. x Paraphr. 94, I stand ingaged, most passionately 
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to love, and bless, and magnifie thee. 1672 Grew A not. 
Plants, Idea Philos. Hist. PI. § 8 The present Design 
will ingage us, to an accurate and multifarious Observation 
of Plants. 

+ b. To lay under obligations of gratitude ; to 
oblige. Const, to (a person), or simply. Obs. 

1626 D’Evves in Ellis Orig. Lett . 1. 322 III. 214 By which 
I assure my selfe further ingaged, then by your most kind, 
acknowledgement an ye way discharged. 1631 Heywood 
Maid West 11. m. Wks. 1874 II. 376 Good gentlemen Ingage 
me so far to you. 1648 Cromwell Lett. 8 Mar. (Carlyle), 
I am engaged to you for all your civilities. 1655-60 Stan- 
ley Hist. Philos. <1701) ici/x If thou protect him, thou 
wilt preserve our friend and infinitely engage us. 

• f e. In pass. : To be * committed ’ to (certain 
opinions), Obs. 

*677 Hale Prim. Orig. Man. iv. vi. 339 They are desti- 
tute of any satisfactory Evidence, to any person that is not 
strangely and impotently engaged to them. 

8 . To urge, exhort, persuade, induce ; said both 
of persons and of motives, etc. In 18 th c. often 
approaching the sense of Fr. engager ‘to invite’. 
Now rare. 

1647 Sprigge Anglia Rediv. iv. vii. (1854'! 280 That all 
may be rather convinced and engaged by argument and 
truth. 1667 Milton P. L. ix. 963" 6 . . example high ! In- 
gaging me. to emulate 1716-8 Lady M. W. Montague 
Lett. I. xxii. 66 Her highness .. when I left her,. engaged 
me to write to her. 1761 Hume Hist. Eng. I, viii. 166 He 
engaged the grand -master of the templars by large presents 
. .to put him in possession of Gisors. 1791 Smeaton Edy- 
stone L. <1793) § 3x3 The high wages, .did not engage them 
to secure themselves with a sufficient stock of provisions. 
1839 Keightley Hist. Eng. 1 . 105 He engaged them to de- 
clare in his favour, 1862 Kington Fredk. II , II. xiii. 171 
Enzio had engaged the Castle, .to surrender, 
t b. with sb. of action as obj. Obs. 

1742 Johnson L. P., Sydenham, The author which gave 
him most pleasure, and most engaged his imitation. 

9. To gain, win over, as an adherent or helper. 
Cf. 5 a. arch. 

1697 Potter Antiq. Greece in. vii. (1715) 65 Whom Paris 
had engagd to his Party by a large sum of Money. 1741 
Watts Imprav. Mind xv. (1801) 14 Engage the God of truth 
on our side. 1751 Johnson Rambler No.. 95 F 29 Such 
is . the. hazard of. .engaging reason against its own deter- 
minations. 1779 — L. P. y Blackmore Wks. III. 174 To en- 
gage poetry in the cause of virtue. 1818 Jas. Mill Brit. 
India II. v. ii. 372 For the sake of the bribes with which 
die Puan took care to engage him. 

f b. To secure for oneself (help, sympathy, 
approval 1 ). Obs. 

1725 Pope Odyss: xm. 345 Alcinous to persuade, To raise 
his wonder, and engage his aid. 1748 Richardson Clarissa 
(1811) I. ii. 8 Those whose approbation we wish to engage. 

10. To attach by pleasing qualities ; to attract, 
charm, fascinate. Cf. 14 . Also absol. Now rare ; 
cf. Engaging-///, a. 

1711 Addison Sped. No. 106 f 3 This Humanity and 
Good-nature engages every Body to him. a 1721 Prior ( J.'>, 
When beauty ceases to engage. 1751 Chesterf, Lett. III. 
dcxlv. 126 If you engage his heart, you have a fair chance 
for imposing upon his understanding. 1773 Johnson Lett. 
6 Sept. (1788 * I. 126 She engaged me so much that I made 
her a present of Cocker’s arithmetick. 1784 C0WPER Tiroc. 
147 If hooks that could engage Their childhood, pleased 
them at a riper age, 1814 Chalmers Evid. Chr. Revel, i 
22 Their heart is engaged by the amiable morality [of the 
gospel], a 1876 J. H. Newman Hist. Sb. I. 11. iv. 257 
Cicero engages our affections by the integrity of his public 
conduct ' 

III. To cause to be held fast ; to involve, en- 
tangle. 

[The physical sense 11 (adopted from Fr.) appears to be 
a development from the sense * to put in pledge ’ = 1. Senses 
12-16 are chiefly fig. applications of xi, hut often influenced 
by the notion of branch II.J 

11. In physical senses. 

a. To entangle, e.g. in a snare or net, in a bog. 
Obs. or arch. 

2602 Shaks. Ham. in. iii. 69 Oh limed soule, that strugling 
to be free, Art more ingag’d. 1603 Florio Montaigne 
(1634) 266 The Barbie fishes, if one of them chance to be 
engaged. 1652 J , Wordsworth tr. Sandovals Civil Wars 
of Spain 362 The Foot stuck fast, engaged in the mire to 
the very knees. 1697 Dryden Virg. Georg, in. 625 Thou 
mayst. .beamy Stags in Toils engage. 

Jig. 1631 Heywood London’s Jus Hon. Wks. 1874 IV. 
271 Upon them stand Two dangerous rocks, your safety to 
ingage. 1638 Ford Fancies v. i, Those ties of nature . . 
How much they do engage. 1671 Milton P. R. hi. 347 
That thou may’st know I seek not to engage Thy virtue. 

b. Arch. To fasten, attach. In pass, of a pillar : 
To be let into (a wall), so as to be partly en- 
closed. See Engaged 2 . 

17 66 Smollett Trav . 94 Twelve columns engaged in the 
wall. 1776 G. Semple Building in Water 4, 1 did not en- 
gage them to the Brace Beams. ^ 1849 Ruskin Sev. Lamps 
iii. § 10. 73 The lowest with its pillars engaged. 1865 
Athenaeum No. 1947. 230/3 The columns are * engaged ’ to 
the square outer piers. 1877 A. B. Edwards Nile xviii. 495 
Engaged in the brickwork on either side of the principal 
entrance to this hall are two stone door-jambs. 

c. Mech. (intr. for rejl.) of a portion of ma- 
chinery, as a cog-wheel, etc.: To interlock with, 
fit into a corresponding part. 

1884 Pall Mall G. 28 Aug. 5/2 Engages with the cylinder 
and locks it for firing. 

12. + a. trans. To cause (esp. an armed force) 
to penetrate into the interior of a country, into a 
defile, mountain pass/ etc. (so as render with-' 


drawal difficult) ; also refl. (obs.). b. intr. + To 
enter into a country, etc- (obs .) ; to involve one- 
self in (an intricate path, etc.). 

1645 Cromwell Lett. 9 Apr. (Carlyle\ Lest we should 
engage our Body of Horse too far into that enclosed coun- 
try. 1686-7 Burnet Trav. iii. (1750) 166 We engage into 
that Range of Hills that carry the Name of Apennines, 
1693 Mem.Ci. Teckley iv. 55 The hardness of the Season, 
hindered him from engaging himself further into Transyl- 
vania. 1854 Thackeray Newcomesl. 127 Mr. Bayham 
made an abrupt tack larboard, engaging in a labyrinth of 
stables. 

+ 13. To entangle, involve, commit, mix up (in 
an undertaking, quarrel, etc.). Const in, less 
often into , to, with. Obs. 

a 1586 Sidney fj.i, So far had we engaged ourselves, .that 
we listed not to complain. 1625 Bacon Ess. Travel (Arb.) 
523 They will engage him into their owne Quarels. 1635 
Evelyn Mem. (1857) I. 8 .When she perceived the peril 
whereto its excess had engaged her. 1662-3 Sir C. Lyttel- 
ton in Hatton Corr. (1878) 29 For I was deeply engaged 
w lh him upon a planting interest. 1680 Butler Rem. (1759) 
I. 217 These Follies had such Influence on the Rabble, As 
to engage them in perpetual Squabble, a 17x4 Burnet 
Own Time (1823) I* 44° Into this the King of Sweden, 
then a child, was engaged: so it was called the triple 
alliance. 1727 Swift To Very. Young Lady , To engage 
you, by his. insinuations, in misunderstanding with your 
best friends. 1734 tr. Roltm’s A nc. Hist. (1827) VII. xvn. 
272 He had engaged his city in the Achsean league. 

+ b. intr. for rejl. To entangle, involve, or mix 
oneself up. Const, in, less often among , into. Obs. 

1657 S. W. Schism Hispach't 567 Yet hee will needs 
have mee engage into such questions, a 2667 Cowley 
Obscurity , If we engage into a large Acquaintance . . we 
set open our gates to the Invaders of most of our time. 
1750 Johnson Rambler No. 36. r 3 Much earlier than we 
engage among the actions and passions of mankind. 1796 
Morse Amer. Geog. II. 208 The nation again engaged 
in debt. 

14. trans. To attract and hold fast (attention, 
interest) ; formerly also with personal obj., ‘ to 
hold by the attention’ (J.). Cf. 10 . 

1642 Fuller Holy $ Prof. St. iv. x. 286 Their Auditours, 
generally as engaged as the Disputants, will succour their 
Champion with partiali relations. 1691-8 Norris Pract. 
Disc. IV. 221 Nothing . . fit to stay or ingage a Soul that 
is Capable of Enjoying pod. 17x1 Shaftesb. Charac. i. 
(1737) III. 351 .He admires, he contemplates; but is not 
yet ingag’d or interested. 1712 Steele Sped. No. 503 F 2 
Her form . . engaged the eyes of the whole congregation in 
an instant. 1773 Mrs, Chapone Improv. Mind (1774'* I- 2, 

I will hope that your attention may be engaged, by 
Truths of the highest importance. 1832 Ht. Martineau 
Life Wilds Pref. 12 Will impress the memory and engage 
the interest. 

15. trans. To provide occupation for, employ 
(a person, his powers, thoughts, efforts, etc.). 
Now nearly always passive. Formerly also, + to 
make use of (an instrument). 

1648 Gage West Ind. xx. (1655) 157 Beginning now to re- 
pent me of what I was now ingaged in. 1651 Life Father 
Sarpi (1676) 89 It would be necessary to engage a volume 
of praises- 2677 Moxon Mech. Exerc . (1703) 219 The 
Iron Pin in the Hole of the Beam kept it to Its due dis- 
tance from the Center ; so that neither hand was ingaged 
to guide it. 1678 Bunyan Pilgr. 1. Author’s Apol., Be- 
hold how he ingageth all his Wits. 2680 Butler Rem. 
(1759) X. 5 Both Armies. .Are in a bloody Fight engag’d. 
1756 C. Lucas Ess. Waters II. 31 It [is] a question which 
has engaged better heads and. pens than mine. 1815 
Scribble omani a 242 Mr. Dibdin is engaged in writing a list 
of the classical library of the Earl of Spencer, a 1847 Mrs. 
Sherwood Lady of Manor IV. xxvi. 246 , 1 contrived to seem 
engaged with my guitar. 1864 J. H. Newman Apol. App. 

II Many of them are engaged, on one subject. 1872 Ray- 
mond Statist. Mines Mining 306 Producing excellent 
milling ore at a handsome profit to the men engaged in it. 

16. intr. for rejl. ‘To embark in any business’ 
(J.) ; to enter upon or employ oneself in an action. 
Const, in, formerly ^, upon, and simply . Cf. 13 b. 

1646 Chas. I Church Govt. (1849) 43, 1 will not engage upon 
new questions not necessary for my purpose. 1672 Gumble 
Life Monck , In whatsoever condition he had engaged, he 
had found or made a great Fortune. 1672 Petty Pol. A nat. 
(1691) 47 The restored Irish . . will be careful how they en- 
gage any more upon a frivolous, impious Undertaking. 
1732 Berkeley Serm. Wks. III. 241 Those who at this day 
engage in the propagation of the gospel. 1749 Chesterf. 
Lett. II. ccvii. 292 He engaged young and distinguished 
himself in business. 1823 Southey Paraguay iv. .vi, Not 
desiring to engage Upon the busy world’s contentious 
stage. 1830 R, Knox . Beclards Anatl Introd. 18 He 
had . . engaged deeply in the study of languages. 2848 
Macaulay Hist. Eng. I. 192 The government engaged in 
war with the United Provinces. 2875 Jowett Plato (ed. 2) 
I. 364 If I had engaged in politics, I should have perished 
long ago. 

IV. With reference to combat. [Specialized 
uses of III.] 

17. trans. Of combatants: To interlock (wea- 
pons). Cf. Fr. engager le fer, to cross swords. 
Also absol . , as To engage in tierce , in quart. 

2697 Dryden Virg. Georg, in. 341 The stooping Warriors 
..Engage their clashing Horns. 2833 [See Engaging 
vbl. $&] 2882 Waite Sabre , Singlestick , eta 101 A man 
thus armed engages in quarte or tierce. 

18. a. trans. To bring (troops) into conflict 
with the enemy, b. To engage a combat (rare; 
after Fr. engager le combat), c. intr. for rejl . : To 
enter into combat (with) ; also jig. 

a. s868E, Edwards Ralegh I. ii 30 [They] could scarcely 


have reached the camp before they found themselves en- 
gaged with the enemy, Mod. He had taken care not to 
engage the whole of his troops. 

b. 1855 Motley Dutch Rep. v. v. (1866) 748 The mortal 
combat between the Inquisition and the Reformation was 
already fully engaged. Ibid. vi. ,i. 770 The fierce combat 
had already been engaged in the darkness. . 

C. 2647 Clarendon Hist. Reb. 11; 48 The earl of Holland 
was sent with a body of three thousand horse, .to meet it 
[a party of the Scots army ] and engage with it, 2697 Dry- 
den Virg. Georg. 1. 509 East and West ingage, And at 
their Frontiers meet. Ibid. iii. 418 Ev’n the fearful Stag 
dares for his Hind engage. 2762-72 H. Walpole Veriue's 
Anecd. Paint. (1786) II. 239 On the outsiders Fairfax him- 
self on his chestnut horse, men engaging at a distance. 2783 
Crabbe Village 1. Wks. 1834 II. 81 That hoary swain, 
whose age Can with no cares except its own engage. 2823 
Southey Hist. Penins. War 1 . 102 The mob. .did not ven- 
ture to engage against musketry and cannon with their 
knives. 1837 Ht. Martineau Soc. Amer. III. 59 One day 
he met a man muffled in a cloak; who engaged with him .. 
and stabbed him. 

19. trans. ( ~ * to engage with’: see 18 .) To 
attack, enter into a combat with (an army, a 
ship) ; also (now rarely) fig. 

1698-9 Ludlow Mem. I. 47 We lost.. a favourable op- 
portunity of engaging the enemy. 2704 Hearne Duct. Hist. 
(1714)1. 365 Tarquin .. engaged the Romans, and was de- 
feated. 2709 Pope Ess. Crit. 556 These monsters, Critics i 
with your darts engage. 2709 Loud. Gas. No. 4547/2 He. . 
was. obliged to engage her to Leeward. 2748 Anson Voy. 
n. xi. 252 We had not been inattentive to the means of en- 
gaging her to advantage. 1786 T. Jefferson Writ. (iBsg) I. 
549, I have engaged the abuses of the tobacco trade on a 
more general scale. 2839 Keightley Hist. Eng. I. 68 On 
the right bank of the river they were engaged by the Earls 
Edwin and Morcar. 

|| Engageants, sb. pi. Obs. Also 7 en-, 
8 engageant(e)s. [Fr.] (See quot. 1694 .) 

1690 Songs Costume (1849) 188 About her sleeves are en- 
gageants. 2694 Lady's Did., JEngageants are double 
ruffles that fall over the wrists. 2695 Motteux St. Olon's 
Morocco 94 Sleeves of these Vests. . would be much like our 
Womens Engageantes. 2748 Earthq . Peru Hi. 257 They 
are sometimes open like long engageants, worn also in the 
days of King Henry V. 

Engaged (eng/i-d^d), ///. a. [f. Engage v. 

+ -EDL] 

1. In various senses of the verb. a. + Entangled, 
b. + Obliged, attached by gratitude, e. Locked 
in fight, d. That is under a promise to marry; 
betrothed. 

26x5 G. Sandys Trav. 1 37 The sands .. with a lingring 
cruelty swallowed the ingaged. 1665 Walton Life Hooker 
I. 99 Not as an engaged person, hut indifferently. 2673 
Vain Insol . Rome 12 Your engaged well wishing Friend 
and Servant. 2692 Locke Toleration in. iii, This. .is. .like 
an engaged Enemy, to vent one’s Spleen upon a Party. 
1729 De Foe Crusoe (1858) 219 Never man had a more 
faithful, loving, sincere servant than Friday was to me .. 
perfectly obliged and engaged. 18. . Dickens Edwin 
Drood iii, It is so absurd to be an engaged Orphan. Mod. 
At a certain party last week, there were six engaged 
couples. 

2. a. Arch. Engaged column , one partly let 
into a wall in the rear. Engaged tower (see 
quot.). b. Mech . Engaged wheels, wheels in gear 
with each other. The driver is the engaging 
wheel, and the follower is the wheel engaged. 

2847 Engl. Ecclesiology 254 Of the quadrangular tower 
there are two varieties : the one where it is engaged, l e. 
has the aisles flush with its western face. 1867 A. Barry 
SirC. Barry ii. 51 Engaged columns — colonnades walled 
up. 1880 C. T. Newton Ess. Archmol. iii. 83 A Doric 
peristyle with engaged columns. 2882 Athenaeum No. 
2859. 212 The later pillars of the nave .. are accompanied 
by eight engaged shafts. 1886 Ibid. 21 Aug. 248/2 The 
church at Acton possesses what is called an engaged tower. 

Hence + Enga'gedly adv. Obs., in an engaged or 
interested manner ; with the feeling of a partisan. 

2654 Whitlock Zootomia 233 (T.) Engagedly biassed to 
one side or the other. 

+ Enga gedness. Obs. [f. prec. + -ness.] 
The quality or state of being engaged, occupied, 
or interested ; devotion to a purpose. 

2668-83 Owen Expos. Hebreavs III. 36 Intenseness and' 
engagedness of heart and soul. 1742 Mrs. Edwards in 
Jon. Edwards' Wks. (2834) I. Introd. 205/2, I felt a great 
earnestness of soul and engagedness in seeking God for the 
town. 2763 Wheelock Serm. 30 June (1767) 5 The en- 
gagedness of their hearts for the good of others. 

+ Engagee (eng 2 hd 3 r), sb. Obs. [ad. Fr. 
engage : see Engage v. and -ee,] One who is 
engaged or hired for service. 

1808 Pike Sources Mississ. 11. 123 A Canoe manned with 

three engagees of Mr. . 2827 Ann. Reg., Chron. 552 

One of our engagees informed us that he had seen them. 

Engagement (eng/i-d^ment). Also 7-8 in-, 
[f. as prec. + -ment.] 

I. The action of engaging ; the state, condition, 
or fact of being engaged. 

+ 1. The pledging or mortgaging (of property) ; 
a mortgage, * encumbrance \ Obs. 

1630 Brathwait Eng. Gentlew. (1641) 351 And preserved 
his patrimony from ingagement. 2656 H. Philipps Purch. 
Pad. (2676) 58 An House or Land .. free from all ingage- 
ments. 

2. A formal promise, agreement, undertaking, 
covenant. 

In 17th a applied spec, to various political compacts, esp. 
to the secret treaty negotiated at Carisbrooke in 1647 
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between Charles l and commissioners representing the Scot- 
tish government. See Engager 2. 

1624-47 Bp. Hall Rem, IVks. 11660) 24 He had my in- 
gageraent to preach the Sunday following. 1646 E, F[isher] 
Mod. Divinity 22 The parties that were bound, are freed 
and released from their ingagements. = 1651 N. Riding Rec. 
V. 96 The engagement was in theis words ‘ I doe declare/ 
eta 1662 D, Dickson in Spurgeon Treas. Dav. Ps. cxvi, 
This Psalm is a threefold engagement of the Psalmist unto 
thanksgiving unto God. 1742 Richardson Pamela IV. 
209 Such is your Will, and such seem to be your Ingage- 
ments. 1790 Burke Fr. Rev. Wks. V. 57 The engagement 
and pact of society, which generally goes by the name of 
the constitution. 1856 Kane Arct. Expl. II. xvii. 178 'An 
engagement was drawn up., and brought to me with the 
signatures of all the company, 

b. An ‘appointment’ made with another person 
for any purpose of business, festivity, etc. . 

1806-7 J. Beresford Miseries Hum . Life (1826) vi, in, 
Starting for a. long ride-on a dinner engagement., 1831 
Disraeli Yng. Duke 11. iii. (L.), We damsels shall soon be 
obliged to carry a book to enrol our engagements . . if this 
system of reversionary dancing be any longer encouraged. 
i860 Tyndall Glac.i. § 24. 170, I .. would have spent the 
night there were it not for my engagement with the Guide 
Chef. 1875 Jowett Plato led. 2) I, 122 If you have no 
engagement, suppose that you sit down and tell me what 
passed. 1886 Sat. Rev. 6 Mar. 328/1 On the following 
morning he [a racehorse] was found to be .. incapable of 
fulfilling an engagement. 

c. Comm, in pi. Promises to pay; pecuniary 
liabilities. In phrase, To meet one's engagements. 

1848 M ac aulay Hist. Eng . 1 . 2x5 They were consequently 
unable to meet their own engagements. Mod. We regret 
to inform you that Mr. A. B. is unable to meet his engage? 
ments. 

d. The fact of being engaged to be married ; 
betrothal. Also attrib. 

[1742 Fielding fos. Andretvs \ L.\ She knew her engage- 
ments to Horatio.] 1859 Dickens Lett. 118S0) II. 86 Much 
excited and.pleased by your account of your daughter's en- 
gagement. j;86x Geo, Eliot Silas M. 10 She [Sarah] held 
her engagement to him at an end.' 1884 Q. Victoria More 
Leaves 103 Our blessed Engagement Day 1 A dear and 
sacred day. 

3. The fact of being engaged by aij employer; 
an ‘ appointment salaried post. 

1884 Mrs. Kendal in Daily Nexus 24 Sept. 6/1 He had 
decided to go on the stage, and all that he wanted was an 
engagement. Mod. Immediately after his engagement as 
secretary. He has obtained a lucrative engagement. 

t 4. Moral or legal obligation ; a tie of duty or 
gratitude. Obs. 

i6zj Massinger Gt. Dk. Florence v. ii, Since my engage- 
ments are so great that all My best endeavours to appear 
your creature Can but proclaim my wants. 1675 Brooks 
Gold. Key Wks. 1867 V. 416. There is no engagement from 
God upon any of his people, to run themselves into suffer- 
ings wilfully, 1726 Col. Rec. Pennsylv. III. 257 He is 
known to lie under deep Engagements to that Party. 1794 
Godwin Cal. Williams 294 Engagement and inclination 
equally led me to pass a considerable part of every day in 
this agreeable society. 

f b. Attachment, prepossession, bias. Cf. En- 
gage v. 7 c, 10 . Obs. rare. 

1689 Burnet Tracts I. 77 The ingagement that People 
have to their native Homes appears signally here. 1708 
Swift Sentiment Ch. Eng-. Man, Impartially and without 
engagement, .to examine their actions. 

to. The fact of being entangled; involved or 
entangled condition. Obs v 

_ 1642 Milton Apol. Smect. >1851’) 325 From which mortal! 
ingagement wee shall. never be free. 1648 Gage West. ind. 
xx. (1655) 158 Who had been the cause of their ingagement 
in that great danger. 1648 Symmons Find, Ckas. I 335, I 
thought it to be a matter of so great ingagement. 

6 . The fact of being engaged in any occupation ; 
a piece of business requiring attention. 

x6 65 Glanvill Seeps. Set. xiv. 80 By the most close medita- 
tion and engagement of your minds, a 1700 Rogers (J.), 
Play, either by our too constant or too long engagement in 
it becomes like an employment or profession. 1781 Cowper 
Retirement 513 From all his wearisome engagements freed. 

7. Swordsmanship. The action of crossing swords. 
See Engage 17 . 

x88x Waite Sabre, Singlestick , eta 19 On crossing 
swords, which should be about nine inches apart, when it 
is called an equal engagement, press your blade, etc. 

8 . The state of being engaged in fight ; a battle, 
conflict, encounter; also formerly, a single combat. 

1665 Boyle Occas. Ref . 11. xv, (1675) 144 He will never 
despair of victory in an ingagement, where he may justly 
hope to have God for his Second. 1700 Dryden Fables 
Ded., Your supposed death in that engagement was so 
generally lamented through the nation. 1710 Land. Gaz. 
No. 4685/2 We daily expect to hear of an Engagement be- 
tween the Swedish and Danish Fleets in the Baltick. 1862 
Stanley Jew. Ch. (1877) I. ix. 180 It was the first engage- 
ment in which they were confronted with the future enemies 
of their nation. 

fll. 9. concr. in active sense : That which 
engages or induces to a course of action ; an in- 
ducement, motive. Cf, Engage v. 8 . Obs. 

1642 Milton Arg. cone. Militia 12 What stronger in- 
gagement can there be . .to encourage men in any desperate 
desigpe ? x68o Burnet Rochester (1692) 95 The great ex- 
pressions of, his Love in Dying for us are mighty Engage- 
ments to Obey and imitate him. 1691-8 Norris Pract. 
Disc. IV. 173 The great Motives and Ingagements to 
Obedience. ■ ■ 

En gager a eng^-djai). [f. Engage v. + -er.] , . 

1. a. . : One • who - ' /enters . . . into : ' an • ' ■ engagement . or 
agreement; T a surety, guarantor, b. One who 


engages in an enterprise or occupation, c. One 
who engages the service of another ; an employer, 
1653 Waterhouse Apol. . Learn. 125 iL.) Rash motions 
have lost noble enterprises and their engagers. 1691 Wood 
Atk. Oxon., n. 293 That [the Italian Opera] might be per- 
formed with all decency . . several sufficient Citizens were 
engagers. 1865 Reader No. 143. 342/2 Such pastimes . . 
the engager in them. 

+ 2. spec. One of those who signed or approved 
of the ‘Engagement 1 of 1647 : see Engagement 2. 
Obs. exc. Hist. 

1650 Donne Junr. in Donne's Lett. (1651) Ded., What of 
them that were both Covenanters and Engagers too. 1650 
Ld. Cassilis in Nicholas Papers (1886) 188 The confluence 
of Malignants and Engagers about him [Chas. II] in the 
Army. 1761-2 Hume Hist. Eng.(i%o6) IV. Ix. 521 An army 
which admitted any engagers or malignants among them. 

Engaging (eng*- *d < 5ig > ], vbl. sb. [f. as prec. + 
-ingLJ The action of the vb. Engage, in various 
senses. Also attrib. , as in engaging guard (Mil.). 

1647 Clarendon Hist. Reb. 1. - 1843)10/1 The engaging 
the Parliament in the war. x 63 o Burnet Rochester xxx 
The ingaging into much Passion. 1803 Capt. Bissell in 
Naval Citron. XI. 241 This kind of engaging lasted more 
than an hour. 1833 Kegul. Instr. Cavalry 1. 138 Forming 
quickly his * Engaging Guard ’ to any point required. Ibid. 
1. 147 Engaging . . the action of joining the sword of an 
opponent, either previous to his, or your own attack. 

Engaging leng^-dgig >,///. a. [f. Engage v. 
+ -ing-.J That engages,, in various senses. 

1. fa. Obliging {obs.y. fb. Absorbing, inter- 
esting (obs.). G. Winning,, attractive. 

1673 Vain Insol. Rome xi, I have not forgot your en- 
gaging Charity. 1692 E. Walker Epictetus' Mor. Ixi, 
These ingaging Virtues are the Tyes, That more oblige, 
than Arts, or Amorous Eyes. 17x3 Berkeley Ess. in 
Guardian vi. Wks. III. 163 Virtue has in herself the most 
engaging charms. 1817 J. Scott Paris Revisit. 104 The 
walk on the old ramparts presents several most engaging 
views. 1833 B’ness Bunsen in Hare Life (1879' b 4°5 
She . . has always the same engaging manner. 1848 Ma- 
caulay Hist . Eng. I. 250 His countenance was eminently 
handsome and engaging. 

2. That makes an engagement or gives a pledge. 

_ 1883 Glasgow Week. Her. 8 Sept. 3/2 The father of the 
infant baptised used to be addres ed [in the Scotch bap- 
tismal service] as ‘ the engaging parent \ 

3. Mech. Engaging and disengaging machinery : 
that in which one part is alternately united to, or 
separated from, another part, as occasion may 
require. (Nicholson.) 

Engagingly leng^i-d^iqli), adv. [f. prec. + 
-LY.J In an engaging manner. 

1. So as to involve a pledge; cf. prec. 2. 

1631 Baxter Inf. Baft. 124 Were it [baptism] performed 
more solemnly, particularly, and engagingly. 

2. Attractively, charmingly, wirmingly. 

1694 Pindaric Ode to. Saner oft. How his Rays Engagingly 
Surprize! 1742 Richardson Pamela IIL 104 One more 
learned . . could not write as you do . . so very ingagingly, 
1805 S. & Ht. Lee Canterb. T. V. 345 Too engagingly 
peremptory, to admit of any denial from him. 1812 L. 
Hunt in Exam. 4 May 275/1 [He] is. .engagingly tolerant. 

t Enga'gingness. Obs. [f. as prec. + -ness.] 
The quality of being engaging or fascinating ; 
attractiveness, seductiveness. 

1768-74 Tucker Lt. Nat. (1852) II. 3X3 The engagingness 
of mischief. 

f Engargne. Obs. fa. OF. engaigtie decep- 
tion ( cf. It. ingannare. to deceive), also indignation, 
resentment,] Resentment. 

1373 Barbour B?'uce xviu. 508 (Edinb. MS.) He had at 
hym rycht gret engaigne [ed. Skeat disdeyne]. 

t EngaTared, pple. Obs. rare —1 . Also ? en- 
golerid. fperh. f. En- 1 +galari Gallery.] ? Fur- 
nished with galleries. 

1323 Skelton Garl. Laurel (Dyce) 460 A palace . , En- 
golerid [ed. 1568 Engalared] goodly with hallis and bowris. 

Engall, -gallant, -gammon, -gaol, -garb, 
-garble, -garboil: see En- pref. 1 xa, ib, 3. 
Engarland , (engauland), v. Also 7 engyr- 
land, ingarland, [f. En- pref. 1 + Garland ; 
cf. Fr. enguirlanderfi 

1. brans. To put a garland upon ; to wreathe 
with. Also with flowers, etc, as subj. Also fig. 

1381 Sidney Apol- Poetrie (Arh.) 60 Laurels . . to engar- 
land our Poets heads. 1613-6 W. Browne Brit. Past. n. i, 
Powers , . Whose milde aspect engyrland Poesie. a. 1631 
Drayton^ Leg. Piers Gaveston (1748) 203 With funeral 
wreaths ingarlanding his brows. 1830 Tennyson A rab. 
Nts. xiv, [A cloth of gold] Engarlancled and diaper'd 
With, inwrought flowers. 1853 T. W. Newman tr. Odes 
Horace no To tempt the little gods, whom myrtle Frail 
and rosemary engarlands. 

2. To surround, as with a garland. 

1598 E. Gilpin Skial. v, You rotten-throated slaves Engar- 
landed with coney-catching Knaves, 2814 Cary Dante 
(Chandos) i47 That part of the cornice, where no rim En- 
garlands its steep fall. 1879 Chr. Rossetti Seek 4 F. 91 
Snowy heights form a water-shed for the low-lying fertility 
which engarlands their base. ■ 

Hence 33nga*rlan ded///. a. 

1858 W. Johnson lonica 82 A sister’s engarlanded "brows. 

En garment : see En- pref. ia. 
f Enga’rrison, v. 0}s. Also 7 mgarrison. 
[£ En-T. -k Garrison.] a. brans. To serve as a 
garrison in. b. To protect by a garrison. C: 


To station as a garrison; pass. only. d. reft. 
To establish (oneself) in, as in a garrison or 
fortification ; to entrench (oneself). 

1612-15 Bp. Hall Contempt. N. T. iv. xxxiv. They that 
would hold fair correspondence with the citizens, where 
they were engarrisoned. 1640 Howell Dodona's Gr. 9 
Neptune., with a flying gard of brave winged Coursers 
doth engarrison her. 1641 Heylin Help to fist. (1671) 270 
There lay engarrison’d the Captain of the Crispinian Horse- 
men. 1668 W. Charlton Ephes. # Cimm. Matrons 46 
Think it below their Courage to engarrison that Fort, 
1682 Bunyan Holy War 27 The giant had . . ingarrisoned 
himself in the town of Mansoul. 1683 Cave Ecclesiastici 
397, I will not . .engarrison myself within crowds of People. 
a 17x6 South Serm . IX. v, R.), He has engarrison’d himself 
in a strong^ hold. 1775 Adair Amer. Indians 314 In the 
various nations where they ingarrisoned themselves. 1853 
Stocqueler Mil.Encycl . , Engarrison, to protect any place 
by a garrison. 

Engastration (enguestr^-Jpn). rare. [f. Gr, 
hf in v 7a<TT(€)p- stem of yaarqp belly + -ation.] 
The action of stuflEing one fowl inside another. 

18x4 Sch. Gd. Living 87 Engastration of stuffed pies, one 
bird within another . . The passion for engastration seems 
to have had its admirers in all ages. 

t Enga’Striloque Obs. rare - 1 . [f. as next 
4 E. -loquus speaking.] — next. 

1720 Hutciiinshn Witcher. L xx Such People are call’d 
Engastriloques, or Ventriloquists. 

t Enga’strimytk. Obs. Also 6 engastro- 
mith, 7 {.err on. in Diets, -mieh, -imneb). [ad. 
Fr. engastrimythe , ad. Gr. kyyaarpip-vdos:, f. Iv in 
• yaarpi , dat. of yaori]p belly + /xvOos speech.] On6 
who appears to speak in the belly, a ventriloquist. 
# 1598 Sylvester Du Bartasi. ii. Deceipt (1605-7 1 * 3°9 All 
incenst, the pale Engastromith . . Speakes in his wombe. 1623 
Cockeram, Engastromich , one possessed,. M'hich seemes to 
speak in his belly, 1636 Blount Glossogr., Engastri « 
muches lengastrimuchi', were those, that being possessed, 
seemed to speak out of their belly. 1708 Motteux Rabelais 
iv. Iviii. 1x737) 238 The first, were call’d Engastrimythes. 

Hence t EngastTimytbian a., that practises 
ventriloquism ; Engfastrimythio a., pertaining 
to, of the nature of ventriloquism. 

a 2693 Urquiiart Rabelais in. xxv, The Engastrimythkm 
Prophetess. 1849 $. R. Maitland Illnstr. <§- Enquiries 
Relating to Mesmerism I. 58, I cannot help saying that 
there seems to me to be something engastri mythic in this 
case. 1851 G. S. Faber Many Mansions (1862) 125 Upon 
this, she abandoned her engastrimythic whisperings, and 
uttered a loud cry of alarm and distress. 

Ungaze: see En- preff 3. 

Enge, obs. f. Ing(e meadow, 
f EngeaT, v. Obs. rare— 1 . In 5 engeyle. 
[ad. OF. engiel-er, engel-er, f. en- (see En - l ) + 
geler to freeze : cf. Congeal.] trans. To freeze. 

14. . MS. Cantab. Ff. i. 6, f. n (Halliw. 1 Stones engeyled 
falleth doune arow, Whenne that hit hayleth. 

Engel, obs. form of Angel. 

Bng©m (end^e-m'i, v. rare. Also 9 ingem* 
[f. En -1 -f Gem.] trans. To set with, or as with!; 
gems ; to bejewel. 

<71630 Drumm. of Hawth. Poems Wks. (1711) 6/2 When 
clouds engemm’d shew azure, green, and red. 1803 49 J. 
C. Mangan Poems (1859) 98 A ring, ingemmed with a 
chrysolite. 18x4 Cary Dante (Chandos) 262, I pray thee, 
living topaz 1 that ingemm'st This precious jewel, let me 
hear thy name. 

+ Engender, sb. Obs. A 1 so 6 ingender, [a* 
OF. engendre, n. of action f. engendrer: see next.] 
The action of engendering or begetting ; concr . 
that which is engendered; offspring, produce. 

<2x528 Skelton Vox Popnli 365 Withe comons and comon 
ingenders. 1336 J. Hey wood Spider fy F. xxix. 17 To know 
his grandam butterfiise estate, With all vncles and auntes> 
of their engender, 1647 Crash aw Poems 129 From th’ 
rising son, obtaining by just suit, A spring’s ingender, and 
an autumn's fruit. 

Engender (endge-ndsiL Also 4-5 engendre, 
5-7 ingender, [a. F. engendrer, corresp. to Pr. 
engenrar , It. ingenerare L. ingencrare, i. in + 
generare to beget. Generate, f. genus, gener-is, 
breed, race.] 

1 . trans. Of the male parent ; To beget. Const 
on, of. Now only rhetorical or fig. 

c 1325 E. E. A Hit P. B. 272 En-gendered on hem Ieauntez 
with her lapez ille. ^1386 Chaucer Merck. T. 28 Than 
schuld he take a yong wif and a fair. On which he might 
engendre him an hair. £-1400 Maundev, xxi. 223 Of his 
Sone Chuse, was engendred Nembrother the Geaunt. • 1475 
Caxton jfason 77 The one espoused that other and engen- 
dryd on her a daughter. 15x3 Douglas JEneis x. Prob ate 
The Fader. . His only Son engendris evirmoir. 1368 Grabs 
ton Citron. II. 625 The sayde Richarde was espoused to 
Lady Alice . , of which woman he engendered Richard, 
John and. George. 1651 Hobbes Lezdaik. 111. xxxvii. ''233 
When a man .. engenders his like . . it is no Miracle. 179$ 
Jeffrey in Ld. Cockbum Life f. (1853' II. xiii, I haue to 
seek out some angelic partner, and engender a dozen or 
two of children. 1836-7 Sir W. Hamilton Metaph. xxxix. 
(1870) II. 394 The offspring of experience engendered upon 
custom. . : 

f 2 . Of the female parent : To conceive, bear. 

X340-70 A lex. Sr Dind. 587 5 e were alle. .bred ofjat mqdujr 
pat , . storms engendre]). ' : f a 1400 Morte Arth. 612 Sexty 
geauntes be-fore engenderide vidth fendez. 1509 Hawes 
Past Pleas, iv. xx, Seven dough ters .. slie had well en- 
gendred. x6ox Shaks. ful. C. v. lii. 71 O, Error soone coii. 
ceyu’d, Thou, .kil'st the Mother that engendred thee. 2683 
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ENGINE. 


Brit. Spec. 57 The Father and Mother, and simply those 
that beget and ingender do. .rule over all their Children. 

S. Of both parents, also vaguely of ancestors, 
and transf of countries, situations, conditions, etc. : 
To produce, give existence to (living beings). In 
passive* to be produced, begotten (Const, between , 
of) ; to be descended. 

1393 Langl. P. Pl. C. xi. 215 A rybaud pei engendrede* 
and a gome vn ryghtful. 1480 Caxton Desc r. Irel. 1 1 520 2/2 
Men of relygyon eet barnacles upon fastynge dayes bycause 
they ben not engendred with flesshe. 1549 Covipl. Scat. 
Ep. Q. Mary 2 Illustir princes, engendrit of magnanime 
genoligie. 1577 B. Googe Here shock's Hush. m. {3586) 
125 b, Of the shee Asse and the Horse, is engendred the 
shee moile. 1651 C. Cartwright Cert. Relig. 1. 232 For 
what hath man deserved, why his parents should ingender 
him such, or such? 1777 Robertson Hist. A mar. (1778) 
I. m. 202 Elevated at some distance from the odious 
reptiles ingendered in the putrid waters. 1814 Cary Dante's 
Inf. hi, 97 The human kind, the place, the time, and seed, 
That did engender them and give them birth. 1830 Lyell 
Princ . Geol 11875! I. 1. ii. 16 [Anaximander has been al- 
leged to have taught that] the first imperfect and short- 
lived creatures had been engendered in slime. 

+ 4 . absol. To copulate, have sexual intercourse. 
Said of both sexes. Const, with. Also fig. Obs. 

c 1400 Destr. Troy 7959 Luff ingendreth with ioye, as in 
a iust sawle. 1547 J. Harrison Exhort. Scott es 213 Thei 
ingendered with spmtes, & brought furth 1 . Giauntes. 1577 
B. Googe Ileresbach's Hush. in. (1586) 127 Camel . . en- 
gendreth. .backward, as the Elephantes. 1599 Massinger, 
etc. Old Law m. ii, His goodness has gone backward, and 
engendered With his old sins again. 1667 Milton P. L. 11. 
794 And in embraces forcible andfoule Ingendring with me. 
1774 Goldsm, Nat. Hist. (1776)111. 174 With the wild boar 
. they are never known to engender. 1826 Kirby & Sp. 
Entomol. (1828) III. xxviii. 25 ThatTnsecta engender only 
once in the course of their lives. 

II trans. Misused for : To couple. 

1791 Paine Rights A/.(ed. 4) 80 By engendering the church 
with the state. 

5 . trans. t a. To produce by natural processes, 
develop, generate (plants, minerals, material sub- 
stances) (obs.). b. To give rise to, produce (a 
state of things, a disease, force, quality, feeling, 
etc.), f e. To contract (a disorder). Obs. 

a. c 1386 Chaucer Frol. 4 Of which vertue engend red is the 
flour, c 1430 Lydg. Chorle 4 Byrde (18x8) 12 Ther is a 
stone, which callid is a Jagounce Of olde engendrid within 
myn entraylle. 1553 Eden Treat. Newe Ind. (Arb.) 6 Golde 
. . is engendred almost in al regions neare vnto the ALqui- 
noctial line. 1563 T. Gale Antid. 11. 51 It doeth ingender 
fleshe on the bones that are bare. 1570-6 Lambarde Per- 
amb. Kent (1826) 261 Those brookes .. doe ingendre the 
river Stowrc. 1653 Culpepper Eng. Physic . 144 To. .dense 
the Kidnies from Gravel or Stones ingendered in them. 
1671 J. Webster Metallogr. xiii. 202 The ground and soil 
of this Mountain.. neither ingenders, nor brings forth any 
fruit, grass, nor grain. 1775 Adair Amer. bid. 237 Others 
resemble the onyx, being engendered of black and thick 
humours. 

b- *340 Hampole Pr. Consc. 1141 Lust and lykyng, that es 
flesshely Engendres the syn of lychery. 1477 Norton Ord. 
Alch. in Ashm. (1652! 64 Darknes with hardnes ingendred 
shall be. 1526 Pilgr. Per/. (W. de W. 1531) 47 To plucke out 
ail the olde euyll customes that by synne be engendred in 
vs. 1628 T. Spencer Logick 124 These similitudes . . ingender 
truth. 1646 Recorde, etc. Gr. Aries 167 The quotient will 
shew you the number that engendreth the Progression. 
1692 Dryden St. Eurernonf s Ess. 296 Immoderate Study 
engenders a grossness in the Mind. 1752 Hume Pol. Disc. 
viL 118 Taxes, .when carried too far, destroy industry, by 
engendring despair. 1841 Catlin jV. Amer. bid. (1844) II. 
xlviii. in This stupid and useless fashion .. has most un- 
fortunately been engendered on these ignorant people. 1863 
Tyndall Heat i. § 10 The heat engendered by the friction. 

C. 1525 Ld. Berners Froiss. II. clxxxviii. 575 They 
answered howe the kyng of longe tyme had engendred 
the same malady. 1632 Lithgow Trav.y 192 When Ita- 
lians, .eate any quantity thereof, they presently fall into the 
bloudy fluse, or else ingender some other pestilentious fever. 
f 0 . intr. a. Of living things : To breed, mul- 
tiply, b. Of inorganic substances : To form, ori- 
ginate, be produced, c. Of maladies, etc, : To 
originate, develop. Also fig. Obs. 

c 1386 Chaucer Prol. 421 lie knew the cause of every 
maladye . . And where thei engendrid. <7x420 Pallad. on 
Hush. 1. 308 For causes pestilent Engendring there, and 
wormes violent. 1523 Ld, Berners Froiss. 1 . ccccviii. 710 
Thus ther engendred hatred dayly bytwene Fraunce and 
Flaunders. 1567 Maplet Gr. Forest 5 b, The Cristal!. .en- 
gendreth not so much of the waters col den esse. 1578 Lyte 
podoens 1. lxx. 104 Fleas will not come nor ingender where 
it [Fleabane] is layed. <21618 Raleigh Instruct. Sonne ix. 
(1651) 24 As the worm that engendereth in the Kernel of 
the Nut. 1651 Howell Venice 195 An illfavourd black 
cloud began to engender against her in the Levant. 3653 
Culpepper Eng. Physic. 62 To cause the stone not to in- 
gender. <2 x700 Dryden (J.\ Thick clouds are spread, and 
storms engender there. 1726 Leoni Alberti’s Archil, l. 
44 a, Damp that may happen to engender or gather under 
ground. 1786 tr. Beckford's Vathek\ 1868) 53 Bats will en- 
gender in thy belly. 1865 Draper InielL Devel. Europe xx. 
471 In Italy . . a dismal disbelief was silently engendering. 
Engendered (endse'nctejd), ppl. a. [f. as prec. 
+ -ED.J Begotten or produced; (of a disease) 
arising within the body, non-contagious. 

*633 G. Herbert Temple , Providence xiv, Nothing in- 
gendred doth prevent his meat. 1841 Lane Arab. Nts. I. 
60 Diseases engendered are. .leprosy; hectic, epilepsy, etc. 
Bngenderer (endge*nd9rai\ Also 6-7 en- 
gendrer, irtgenderer. [f. Engender v. + -er.] 
One who or that which engenders. 


2561 T. Norton Calvin’s Inst. n. 152 The mothers are 
called geni trices, that is engendered. 1587 Golding De 
Momay v. 59 One is an ingenderer and another is ingen- 
dred, among men, a father and a sonne. 1596 Bp. An- 
drewes Serm. II. 94 These [the prophets] also he strove to 
forget, and as ingenderers of melancholy to remove them 
far away. 2625 Hart Anat. Ur. 1. v. 45 Ease and idlenesse, 
the engendrers of all manner of crudities. 1636 Davenant 
Witts in Dodsley <1780) VIII. 481 Thou dull ingenderer; 
Male rather in the back than in the brain. 185a Tail's 
Mag. XIX. 53 Still more disgusting engenderers of filth. 

Engendering, vbl. $b. [f. as prec. + -ingL] 
The action of the vb. Engender, in various senses. 

c 1450 Merlin v, 81 The recorde of the engenderinge of 
the childe. 3580 Twyne {title) Shorte and pithie Discourse 
concerning the engendering . . of all Earthquakes. 17x2 
Shaftesb. Charac. (173 7.1 III. 4x2 Not only the mere en- 
gendring of the young, but the , . methods of providing for 
them, are all foreknown. 

Engendering ( end^emdGrig ), ppl. a. [f. as 
prec. + -JNG>j That engenders. 

1607 Topsell E'our-f. Beasts , 16731 267 The excesse, or lack 
of engendring seed, a 3631 Donne Poems (16501 175 Though 
ingendring force from whence they came Be strong enough. 
1646 J. Benbrigge Vsura Acc. Introd. 3 Anatomizing the 
engendring wombe of his sinfulnesse against God. 1826 
Scott Woodst. ii, A bunch of engendering adders. 

Enge*nderment. [f. as prec. -r -ment.] The 
action of engendering ; procreation. 

1835-6 Todd Cycl. Anat. I. 129/1 The engenderment of 
new individuals. 

Engendrure (end^emdriui). arch. Also 5 
en gender ure. [a. OF. engendreure (— Pr. en- 
genradura ), f. engendrer : see Engender v.] 

+ 1 . The action of engendering, a. Generation, 
procreation, b. Copulation. Obs. 

c 13x5 Shoreham 139 Folye hyt hys to meche to thynche 
Of the engendrure . . Of Fader and Sone. / c 1386 Chaucer 
Pers. T. IP 301 Whan he useth his wyf withoute soverayn 
desir of engendrure. 1447 Bokenham Seyntys (1835) 51 Be 
kyndly engenderure To joyen in the lykenesse of ther 
nature. 1555 Fardle Facions 1. ii, 31 Those [beastes] . . in- 
creased by mutuall engendrure, the varietie, and nombre. 

2 . Parentage, descent, origin. 

2362 Langl. P. PI. A. vn. 219 Go to Genesis be Ieaunt 
engendrure [ 1377 engendrourej of vs alle. c 1475 Partenay 
5750 Off Tristram-is line was hys engendrure. 1483 Caxton 
Gold. Leg. 380/4 Fortune onely of engendrure and happe J 
doth al. 1884 Sala in Illust. Loud. Nezvs 16 Feb. 147 It is j 
singular that so many prominent members of the Times 
staff should have been of West Indian engendrure. 

Engendure (end^e-ndiui). arch. Also 5 
inngendure. [Bad form of prec.] = prec. lit. \ 
and fig. 

? a 2400 Morte A rth. 3744 Of siche a engen dure fulle littylle j 
joye happyns. c 1450 Merlin i. 18 My moder . . natht know- 
eth of that thow pattest on hir in thy Inngendure. a 1454 
Occleve MS. Soc. Antiq. 134. f. 259 (Halliwell) Leefulle 
luste is necessarie, Withouten that may be non engendure. 
1823 Lamb Elia (i860) 135 Crown-office Row (place of my 
kindly engendure). 1864 Lowell Biglow P. Poet. Wks. 
(1879) 247 Knowledge of the . . engendure and affinities of 
our noble language. 

Engeny, var. of In gen y, Obs. 

Engerminate : see En- pref 1 3. 

Enghle : see Ingle sb. and v. 

Engild (engrld), v. [f. En-* + Gild v.] trans. 
To gild ; also7?y. to brighten with golden light. 

c 1400 A pol. Loll. 85 Trees pohst of forgars, & engilt, & 
siluerid. 2590 Shaks. Mids. N. in. ii. 187 Faire Helena; 
who more engilds the night. 2855 Singleton Virgil I. 206 
His [Eridanus’] twain horns Engilt on bull-like face. 

Engine (emdgin), sb. Forms: a. 4-7 engin, 
4-3 engyn(e, 4-6 engynne, (5 pl. engenys, 7 
enging), 4- engine. /?. 5-8 ingin(e, 6-7 in- 
gyn(n)e, [5-6 vngyne, 6 injyne, ingen, 7 in- 
gene). See also Ingkny. [a. OF. engin, corresp. 
to Pr. engen, engein , engienh, Sp. ingenio, Pg. 
engenho, It. ingegno :—L. ingenium (whence In- 
genious), f. in in + gen- root of gignere to beget. 

The B forms, some of which are directly influenced by 
the Lat. ingenium , appear to occur after x6th c. only in 
senses 1-3.] 

t i. Kative talent, mother wit ; genius. Obs. 

From the middle of 17th c. app. only Sc. in B forms, re- 
taining (he older accentuation ingi'ne, and prob. regarded 
as a distinct word from engine . 

a. c 2386 Chaucer Second Nun’s T. 339 A man hath sapien- 
ces thre, Memorie, engin, and intellect also, c 1392 — Astrol. 
Prol. 2, I ne usurpe nat to haue fownde this werk of my 
labour or of myn engin. 2483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 276/1 
Saynt Augustyn concluded all the other by engyn and by 
scyence. 1589 Puttenham Eng. Poesie 11. viii. [ix.] .Arb.) 
95 Such , , made most of their workes by translation . . few 
or none of their owne engine. 1632 Lithgow Trav. ix. 
(1682)379 High press thy [Etna’s] Flames. . But highermoves 
the scope of my Engine. 

. d. 1477 Norton Ord. Alch. Proem, in Ashm. (2652)7 It 
is no small ingine To know all secreats pertaining to the 
Myne. 1535 Stewart Cron. Scot . II. xoo It will transcend 
the strenth of my ingyne, To tell 30W all thair godlines 
diuyne. a 157a Knox Hist. Ref. Wks. (1846.) I. 64 Kennedy 
. . one of excellent injyne in Scotish poesye. 1598 B, Jonson 
Ev. Man in Hunt. iii. If thy master, .be angrie with thee, 

I shall suspect his ingine, while I know him for’t. 2599 
James I Ba<riAi*oi/ Awpov To Rdr., Which I wrote for ex- 
ercise of my own ingene. 1652 Fuller Abel Rediv ., Co let 
(1867) I. 117 Great respect had wont to be had both to the 
ingine and ingenuity of the intrants. 2785 Burns 1st Ep. 
Lapraik v, A’ that ken't him round declar’d He had ingine. 
28. . Scott Monastery 531/2 A man of quick ingine and 
deep wisdom. 


f b. Natural disposition, temper. Chiefly Sc. 

c 1565 Lindesay (Pitscottie) Chron. Scot. 55 (Jam.!, Wik- 
kitness, to which he was given allenarly, through the im- 
piety of his own ingyne. 2572 Lament. Lady Scot, in Scot. 
Poems 1 6th C. II. 239 To quhom can I this throuch propyne 
Bot unto one of excellent, ingyne. 2600 Fairfax Tasso 1. 
lxxxiii, His fell ingine His grauer age did somewhat miti* 
gate. 

t 2 . Skill in contriving, ingenuity ; also, in bad 
sense, artfulness, cunning, trickery. Obs. 

c 1320 Sir Beues 2003 Ac now icham from him ifare J>roua 
godes grace & min engyn. c 2320 Seuyn Sag. (W.) viii. 1959 
Gold and siluer to wille he wan Bi losengerie an bi engin, 
2393 Gowfr Conf. II. 83 The women were of great engine. 
c 2450 Merlin i. 20 , 1 am the sone of the enmy that begiled my 
moder with engyn. 25. . tr. Sir T. More’s Edw. V (1641) 2 
By what crafty engin he first attempted his ungracious pur- 
pose. 2549 Compl. Scot. Ep. Q. Mary 4 Be ane diuyne 
miracle, rather nor be the ingyne of men. a 16 28 B. 
Jonson in Sir J. Beaumont Boswortk F. 13 All Monuments 
of Praise, That Art, or Engine, or the Strength can raise. 

t b. In OF. phrase mal engin evil machination : 
see Malengin. Also in similar sense, fa/se, mali- 
cious engin. Obs. 

c 2440 Partonope 1440 Thought his counsell was fals en- 
gyne. 2545 T. Raynold Womans booke B. 4 This know, 
ledge also ministreth yet a farther ingyn and polycye to 
inuent infynitely the better how, etc. 2557 AT. Arthur 
(Copland) iv. xii, Brought to the purpose by fals engyn and 
treason and by false enchauntement. 2637-50 Row Hist. 
Kirk (1842) 156 Their malicious ingyns in conspyreing 
aganis Kirk, King, and countrey, 
f 3 . An instance or a product of ingenuity : an 
artifice, con trivai.ee, device, plot ; and in bad 
sense, a snare, wile (cf. 5 c. and Gin ^.l) ; also, 
in weaker sense, an appliance, means. 

The later instances are partly fig. from 4, 5 c, or 7. 

<*2300 Floriz Sf BI. 759. He het him telle his engin Hu 
he to blauncheflur com in. C2400 Rom. Rose 4549 The 
develles engynnes wolde me take, c 1430 Lydg. MS. Cott. 
A ug. iv. 28 b, By what engyne the fylthes fer nor nere Were 
borne awaye. 2477 Norton Ord. Alch. i. in Ashm. (1652'' 20 
To make trew. .Gold is noe ingin, Except, .the Philosophers 
medicine. 2523 Ld, Berners Froiss. I. ccccxiv. 724 To 
fynde way and engin howe to passe the bridge. 2583 Stany- 
hurst Abie is 1. (Arb.) 18 Shee [Juno] soght al possibil 
engins In surging billows too touze thee coompanie Troian. 
1625 Bacon Ess. Superst. (Arb.) 345 Astronomers . . did 
faigne Eccentricks, and Epicycles, and such Engines of 
Orbs. 1635 Quarles Embl. iii. 9 (D.! The hidden engines, 
and the snares that lie So undiscovered. 1667 Milton 
P. L. 1. 750 Nor did he scape By all his engins. 2683 Temple 
Mem. Wks. 1731 I. 376 The Dutch and the Spaniards set 
on Foot all the Engines they could. 2719 Cordial Low 
Spirits I. 129 Falshood is the only Engine they have left to 
defend the Reputation of the Crape. 1782 Gibbon Decl. 4 
F. II. xxxiii. 252 The warrior could dexterously employ the 
dark engines of policy. 

4 . A mechanical contrivance, machine, imple- 
ment, tool; in 15th c. also collect, apparatus, 
machinery, arch, in gen. sense. (For fig. uses see 10.) 

<72330 R. Brunne Chron. Wace (Rolls* 8816 Geauntz . . 
sette pem [the stones at Stonehenge] on .an hil ful hey With 
engyns fulle queyntely. a 1400-50 A lex under 5292 pis 
selere was be sorsry selcuthely foundid, Made for a mervall 
to meeue with engine, c 1440 Promp. Parv. 140 Engynne, 
or ingyne, machina. <71550 Sir J. Balfour Practices 
(1754) 38 He or sche sail be put and haldin in the stokkis or 
sic uther ingine. 1571 Mem. Ripon (1882) I. 309 Ropes and 
other yngynes. 2035 Pagitt_ Christianogr. ill. (1636) 48 
The Image with all his engines was openly showed at 
Pauls crosse. 1662 Fuller Worthies (1840! III. 58 Some 
thieves (with what engines unknown) . . forced it [a chest] 
open. 1664 Power Exp. Philos. Pref. 7 Our modern Engine 
the Microscope. 2712-4 Bovv. Rape Lock m. 132 He ., 
extends The little engine [a pair of scissors] on his fingers' 
ends. 2727 Swift Gulliver 1. viii, 87 With ropes and en- 
gines, I made a shift to turn it. 1747 Carte Hist. Eng. I. 
535 Being drawn from his horse by an engine with an iron 
hook at the end. 1866 Bryant Death Slavery vii, At thy 
feet Scourges and engines of restraint and pain. 

5 . spec. a. A machine or instrument used in 
warfare. Formerly sometimes applied to all offen- 
sive weapons, but chiefly and now exclusively to 
those of large size and having mechanism, e.g. a 
battering-ram, catapult, piece of ordnance, etc. 

a 2300 Cursor M. 9889 (Cott.', Na maner engine o were 
Mai cast par-til it for to dere. 1387TREVISA Higden (Rolls) 
IV. 429 Vespacianus destourbed )?e wal wip pe stroke of an 
engyne [Higden arietis]. <7x440 Bone Flor. 859 And they 
wythowte, yngynes bende, And stones to the walks they 
sende. 1549 Coverdale, etc. Erasm. Par. Hebr. xi. 30 
Sodaynely to fall without any violence of Engynes. 1598 
Hakluyt Voy. I. 21 They haue expelled Lions, Beares, 
& such like vntamed beasts, with their bowes, and other 
engines. 2667 Milton P. L. vi. 518 Whereof to found their 
Engins and their Balls. 2676 D’Urfey Mad. Fickle v. ii. 
And I shall make a private Room in your guts for this En- 
gine here [a rapier]. 1719 De Foe Crusoe (1858' 409 Bows 
and arrows, great clubs . . and such like engines of war. 
*737 Franklin Ess. Wks. 1840 II. 292 The sta^e and the 
press,, became battering engines against religion. 1777 
Watson Philip IT, '1839' 405 Farnese.. got possession of 
more than thirty of the enemy’s ships, with all the artillery 
and engines that were on board. 2843 Prescott Mexico 
(1850) I. 365 They had no weapons to cope with these terrible 
engines. 

+ b. An 1 engine of torture 9 : esp. the rack. Obs. 

<72430 Life St. Kath. (1884! 55 Graunt lat pis peynfull 
engyn be destruyed by pe strook of heuenly thonder & leuen. 
2477 Earl Rivers (Caxton) Dictes 15 a, [He] was com- 
manded to be put in engyne and tormented. 2579 Fulke 
Heskins ’ Pari. 386 The words . .by no engin can be wrested. 
2605 Shaks. Lear 1. iv. 290 Which like an Engine, wrencht 
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my frame of Nature From the fixt place. 1689 Shadwrll 
Bury F. x. i, What an engine is this fop. 

f c. A contrivance for catching game ; a snare, 
net, trap, decoy, or the like. Cf. Gin. Obs. 

148s Caxton Myrr. 11. vi. 77 The hunters . . by their engyns 
that they haue propire for the same take hym. 1523 Act 
14 15 Hen. VI I i 1 , c. 13 Diuers weres & ingins for 

fisshynge. 2686 N. Cox Genii. Recr. in. 141 Partridges are 
.. most easily to be deceived or beguiled with any Train, 
Bait, Engine, or other Device. Ibid. in. 145 Make an 
Engine in the form and fashion of a Horse, cut out of 
Canvas, and stuff it with Straw, or such light matter. 

Ii d. App. confused with henge, Hinge, or with 
the synonymous Hengill. Obs.~° 

1552 Huloet, Engin of a dore, vertebra. 3580 in Baret 
Alv. E 237. 

1 6. Taken as the equivalent of L. machina (see 
Machine) in certain specific uses. a. Engine of 
the world. \ after L, machina mundi (Lucretius) : 
the ‘ universal frame', b. The mechanism by 
which in a Greek theatre gods, etc. were made to 
appear in the air : cf. L. dcus ex machina. Ohs. 

a. 1450-1530 Myrr. our Ladye 220 The cloyster of mary 
beryth hym that gouernyth the thre engynes .. heuen, 
erthe, and helle. 1529 More Heresyes 1. Wks. 129/r There 
was a god, eyther maker or gouernour or both, of ai this 
hole engine of the world. 1539 Bp. Hilsey Primer in 
Myrr. our Ladye 349 The governor of the triple engine, The 
Son of God of might tes most. 1561 T. Norton Calvin's 
Inst. 1. xiv. (1634) 73 In governing of the so swift whirling 
about of the engine of heaven. 

b. 1633 T. James Voy. 107 As if they had beene brought 
home in a dreame or engine, 2654 Trapp Comm. Ps. lxviii. 
20 He appeareth as out of an Engin, and pulleth us out of 
Death's jaws. 

7 . A machine, more or less complicated, con- 
sisting of several parts, working together to pro- 
duce a given physical effect. 

As in recent use the word has come to be applied esp. to 
the Steam-Engine (q.v.) and analogous machines tsee 8, 9), 
the wider sense expressed in the above definition has be- 
come almost obsolete, surviving chiefly in the compounds 
beer-engine , calculating-engine ? , jf re-engine , garden-engine , 
water-engine (q.v. under their initial elements . 

1635 N. Carpenter Geog. Del. 1. i. 12 An artificiall Clock, 
Mill, or such like great Engine. 1651 Hobbes Govt. 4 Soc. 
Author’s Pref., As in a watch, or some such small engine. 
1667 in Phil. Trans. II. 42s A Glass-Receiver of the 
above mentioned Engine (an air-pump]. 1708 J. C. 
Contpl. Collier (1845) 28 If the Pit be sunk more than 
thirty Fathom, then we use the Horse Engin. 1712 Ar- 
buthnot John Bull (1755) 15 I’ll rather wheel about the 
street an engine to grind knives and scissars. C1730 E. 
Burt Lett. N. Scotl. (1818) I. 106 An engine to chop straw 
withal. 1776 Adam Smith IV. N, (1869) II. iv. viii. 243 The 
exportation of frames or engines for knitting gloves or 
stockings is prohibited. 1816 Wordsw. Thanksg. Ode{ 1850J 
II. 215 The tubed engine feels the inspiring blast, 
b. transf. an dfig. 

1633 Costlie Whore n. i. in Bullen O. PL IV, I feele 
within my breast a searching fire Which doth ascend the 
engine of my braine. 1667 Boyle Orig. Formes <$• dual. 
4 Those curious and elaborate Engines, the bodies of living 
Creatures. 1697-8 Watts Reliq. Juv. (17891 1S0 Our Sove- 
reign Creator, formed our souls, and sent them to inhabit 
these two engines of flesh. 1842 Tennyson Two Voices 
347 No life is found, .only to one engine bound. 

C. spec, '(a.) Short for beer-engine, fire-engine, 
garden-engine , etc, (bl) = engine-loom : see 11. 
t (p.) See quot. 1696. 

In 28th c. and still later the word engine, when used 
spec, without defining word or contextual indication, usually 
meant * fire-engine \ 

1645 Pachtt Heresiogr. (1647) Biijb, Your Engines to 
cast water upon the houses. 1670 Trigg in Bedloe Popish 
Plot (2 679) 23 This Fire was most mischievously designed, 
as being in a place where no Engine could come. 1696 
Phil. Trans. XIX. 345 Some [Mills] go with Sails, and 
serve also to Dreyn the Fens, and are called Engines. 
1725 Loud. Gaz. No. 6364/3 By Trade a Silk-Weaver 
on the Engine. 1779 Johnson in Boswell III. 234 The 
engines will soon extinguish the fire. 1796 C. Marshall 
Garden, iv. (1813) 54 An engine to water the leaves of 
vines and all other wall trees. 1798 Catt. Miller in 
Nicolas \Disp. Nelson (1846) VII. Introd. 136 A boat that 
was taking in a hawser . . I filled with fire-buckets . . and 
was putting the engine in another. 1844 W. II. Maxwell 
Sports Sf Adv. Scotl. viii. (1855) 87 ‘Him wot was drawin’ 
at the engine, as you passed the bar/ 

8. — Steam-Engine. (This is now the prevailing 
sense, and often influences the later use of the 
word in other senses.) Often with defining word, 
as locomotive-, marine, pumping, railway engine . 

1816 Encycl.^ Perthensis XXL 384 In consequence of the 
great superiority of Mr. Watt’s engines, .they have become 
of most extensive use. 1838 F. W. Simms Public Whs. Gt. 
Brit. 69 The adhesion of the wheels of an engine upon the 
rails was sufficient to effect its progression. 1852 Clough 
Softgs in Absence 1. 2 His iron might the potent engine 
plies. 1856 Emerson Eng. Traits , Manners Wks. (Bohn> 
II. 46 Little is left for the men but to mind the engines, and 
feed the furnaces. 1869 Eng. Meek. 26 Mar. 5 (2 The goods 
engines were moderate in weight. 1878 F. Williams Midi. 
Railw. 654 A good engine-man takes a pride now in his 
engine. 

9 . Applied to various other machines analogous 
to the steam-engine ; i. e. to machines including 
in themselves the means of generating power. 
Chiefly with prefixed word denoting the source 
of power, as caloric-, electro-magnetic-, gas-engine. 

10 . fig. (Chiefly after sense 4.) fa. Of a person : 
An agent, instrument, tool. Obs. 


1568 Grafton Citron. II, 610 He was . . the very organ, 
engine, and deviser of the destruction of Humfrey the good 
of Gloucester. 267a Marvell Reh. Transp. 1. 92 
I hat Politick Engine who. .was employed, .as a Missionary 
amongst the Nonconformists. 1723 Steele Englishm. No. 
54. 344 Sir Francis Walsingham . . was one of the great 
Engines of State. 2767 Blackstone Comm. II. 69 Empson 
and Dudley, the wicked engines of Henry VII. 

b. Of a thing : An instrument, means, organ. 

159a Greene Fr, Bacon (1630) 56 Now farewell world, the 
engm of all woe. 2650 Major-Gen. Harrison in Ellis Orig. 
Lett. n. 297 III. 354 , 1 thinke Faith and Praier must bee 
the cheife engines. 2664 Power Exp. Philos. 1. 68 The 
Animal Spirits . . are the chief Engine of Sight. 2762 J. 
Brown Poetry <$• M ns. vii. (1763} 147 The Exhibition of 
Plays and Shews was one of the very Engines of Corruption. 
1789 Bentham Prmc. Legist, xviii. § 28 The State has two 
great engines, punishment and reward. 1855 Prescott 
Philip II, I. 11. ix. 244 Never . . had the press been turned 
into an engine of such political importance. 2871 Blackie 
Four Phases i. 73 Logical analysis, the characteristic engine 
of Socrates. 

11 . attrib. and Comb . : a. attrib. (chiefly in 
sense 8), as engine-box , -funnel , -furnace, - house , 
-pnimp, -room, - shaft , -wheel, -work ; b. objective 
with vbl. sb. or agent-noun, as engine-^ artificer, 
-constriction, -driver, -maker, -tender, -tenter, 
- wright ; engine-less, -like, adjs. ; also engine- 
bearer (see quot.) ; engine-lathe, a lathe worked 
by machinery ; f engine-loom, one in which the 
shuttle was driven by a mechanical contrivance, 
instead of being thrown by hand ; engine-sized 
(paper \ sized by a machine, not by hand in 
separate sheets ; engine-turned, ornamented with 
engine-turning ; also fig. ; engine-turner, one 
who performs engine-turning ; engine-turning, 
the engraving of symmetrical patterns upon metals 
by machinery. 

1647 Ha ward Crcrwn Rev. 21 ^Engine Artificer : Fee per 
diem 4 d. 1867 Smyth Sailor’s Word-bk., •/ ngine- 
bearers, sleepers, or pieces of timber placed between the 
keelson, in a steamer, and the boilers of the steam-engine, 
to form a proper seat for the boilers and machinery. 1880 
Contcmp. Rev,. Feb. 250 As if tired pedestrians should 
mount the *engine-box of headlong trains. 2887 A theneeunt 
8 Oct. 463/3 The gradual improvement in •engine construc- 
tion. 2878 Jevons Prim. Pol. Econ. 66 *Enginedrivers and 
guards in America sometimes strike when a train is halfway 
on its journey. 2849 F. B. Head Stokers <$• Pokers Hi. 
(1851 43 The reeking *engine-funnel of an up-train is seen 
darting out of the tunnel. 2825 Hone Every-Day Bk. I. 
1217 An *engine-house, belonging to the Hope Fire Assur- 
ance Company. 1832 G. Porter Porcelain <$• Gl. 40 A 
milled edge is given to earthenware in what is called an 
•engine lathe. 1885 Pall Mall G. 13 May ir/2 By me 
swept the trim, •engineless, and almost silent railway car- 
riage, driven by an invisible electro motor. 1674 Fairfax 
Bulk <$• Selv. 136 A sort of mechanical or •engine-like 
twitchings. 1676 Shadwell Virtuoso v. i. He that invented 
the *Engine-Loom. 1591 Percivall Sp. Did., Enginero , 
an *engme maker, vrackinarius. 1839 R* S. Robinson 
Naut. Steam Eng. 150 The power of an engine .. is 
estimated differently by. different engine makers. 2838 
Dickens O. Twist xlviii, The clanking of the •engine- 
pumps. 2839 R. S. Robinson Naut. Steam Eng. Introd. 
8 We go into *engine rooms. 2807 Carne Relistian Tin 
Mine m Phil. Ivans. XCVII, 293 The •engine shaft . . is 
situated 8 fathoms north of the widest part of the lode. 
1825 J. Nicholson Operat. Mechanic 671 Valves, placed 
out of the reach of the operative engineer, or •engine tender. 
1870 Daily News 22 Apr., Intimation was given to the 
•engine-tenter that they wished to be lowered down. 2844 
Dickens Mart. Chuz. xiii, A gold hunting- watch, .•engine- 
turned. 2858 O. W. Holmes Ant. Break/. T Self-made 
Men, Your self-made man. .deserves more credit, .than the 
. .engine-turned article. 1879 Print. Trades /ml. xxvhi. 
12 Pencil-cases elaborately engine-turned. 2884 F. Brit- 
ten Watch <$• Clockm. 202 •Engine turning . . the wavy 
circular curves cut into the outside of watch cases for 
decoration. 2873 St. Pauls Mag. Mar. 266 The •engine- 
wheels could not bite. 1609 Holland Amm. Marcel. 127 
(R.) They would not lend their helping hand to any man in 
•engine-worke. 2862 Smiles Engineers III. 55 George 
Stephenson was, in 2812, appointed •engine- wright of the 
colliery. 

Engine (e'ndgin), v. [orig. a. OF. engin-ier, 
engyner, corresp. to Pr. engenhar , OSp. engeiiar, 
Pg. engenhar. It. ingegnare med.L. ingeniare , 
f. ingenium : see prec. ; in later use f. Engine sb.] 
+ 1 . tram. To contrive, plan, either in a material 
or an immaterial sense. Also absol. with inf. of 
purpose. To engine together', to frame or fit to- 
gether by art. Obs. 

2377 Langl. P. PI. B. xvm. 250 For gygas >e geaunt * 
with a gynne engyned To breke & to bete doune *>at ben 
a^eines ihesus. 2393 Gower Conf. I. 79 With fair beheste 
and yeftes grete Of gold, that they hem have engined To- 
gider. 2423 Lydg. Pilgr. Sowle n. Ii. (1859) 54 The synne 
that thou hast done was., not by very malyce engyned of 
withynne. c 2570 Thynne Pride $ LoivL (1841) 20 With 
golden lace ful craftely engined. 2609 Bp, Barlow Answ. 
Nameless Catholic k>8 The most horrible designe. . that euer 
was engined. 2622 Florio, Aggegnare, to frame, .to engine 
together. 

1 2 . To take by craft : to ensnare, deceive. Obs. 

c 1325 Body <$• Soul in Map's Poems 249 (M.) Ho may 

more trayson do, or is lovercl betere engine Than he that al 
is trist is to. 1340 Ayenb. 122 Alle Jk> • • }>et habbej? . . J> e 
herten engined me [>e dyevles nette. 2393 Gower Conf. I. 
72 A softe bedde. .Where she was afterward engined, c 2400 
Berytt 1501 His tung he gan to whet Sotilly to engyne hym. 

3 . fa. To put on the rack; to torture, f b. 


To assault with engines, c. nonce-use. To find 
engines or instruments for. 

c 2386 Chaucer Nun's Priest's T. 240 The mynistres of 
that toun . . the hostiller sore engyned. 1623 T. Adams 
Pract. Wks. (1861) I. 29 (D.) We fear not .. professed 
enemies to engine and batter our walls. 2820 Keats Hy- 
perion 11. 262 Tell me.. How we can war, how engine our 
great wrath J 

4 . To fit up (a vessel) with steam engines. 

2868 Express 20 May, The Victoria, iron-clad frigate . . 
engined by Messrs. John Penn and Son. 287a Daily News 
5 Sept., Build the largest ironclad ships, engine them. 2882 
W. I/edley 36 On December 3rd [1881] the first vessel 
built, engined, and masted above Newcastle, passed down 
the river. 

Engineer (endgims'i), sb. Forms : a. 4 en- 
gyn(e)our, 6 yngynore, ingenor. P. 6-7 en-, 
inginer, -are, engyner, ingener. 7. 7 en-, in- 
genier(e, -ir,ingeneer(e, en-, ingini er, ingineer, 
7- engineer. [ME. engyne our, a. OF. engigneor 
(for which mod.F. has the semi-learned form inge- 
nieur, perh. influenced by It.), corresp. to Pr. en - 
gmhador late L. ingenialorem , f. ingeniare : see 
prec. In 16th c. the word assumed the form en-> 
inginer, as if f. Engine v. + -er (a derivation which 
yields the same sense as the Romanic word). 
Early in 17th c. appear the forms in - ier{e , - eer, . 
The precise origin of these is uncertain ; they may 
be ad. Fr. inginieur, or perh. ad. It. ingegniere , 
which is a distinct word = Sp. engehero (Minsheu), 
Pg. engenheiro, OF, engignier (Cotgr. enginier). 

L. type *ingtnidrius, f. ingenium (see Engine sb.) ; 
on the other hand they may be f. Engine sb. + - ier ; 
-eer, this suffix having in 16th c. already become 
familiar in military words of Romanic origin.] 

f 1 . One who contrives, designs, or invents ; an 
author, designer (Const, of); also absol, an inventor, 
a plotter, a layer of snares. Obs . In the later 
quots. perh. a fig. use of 2. 

a. c 2420 Metr. Life St. Kath. (Halliw.) 24 In hys court 
was a false traytoure, That was a grete Yngynore. 

| 3 - *59 2 G. Harvey Pierce's Super. 8 The dreadfull 

enginer of phrases insteede of thunderboltes. 1602 Carew 
Cornwall 99 a, The Inginer of this practise . . was a Por- 
tugall. 1605 B. Jonson Sejanns 1. i, No, Silius, we are no 
good inginers. 2622 Rich Honest. Age (1844) 36 Yet you 
cannot deny them to be the deuil’s engmers. 

y. a 2635 R. Sibbes in Spurgeon Treas. Dav. Ps. ix. 15 That 
great engineer, Satan. <22680 Butler Rem. (17591 L 300 
Certainly these are the most prime Engineers of Oaths, that 
ever the World knew. 2703 Swift IVks. (1841) II. 478 The 
engineers of this bill [a bill before the House of Commons] 
thought they had obtained a great advantage against me. 

2 . fa. A constructor of military engines (obs.) 
[So L. ingc 7 iiator in Pipe Rolls 12 th c.] b. 
One who designs and constructs military works 
for attack or defence ; also fig. Also in comb., 
as f engineer-general. 

a. c 2325 Coer de L. 1387 A tour ful strong, That 
queyntyly engynours made, c 1380 Sir F'ervinb.' $ 223 pe 
Amyral made his engyneour ; pe engyns to sette & bende. 
1607 Norden Sttrv. Dial. 189 M. William Englebert, an. 
excellent Ingenor. 

8- *579 Digces Stratiot. 144 Expert Enginers and menne 
of excellente knouledge in the art of Fortification. 2583 
T. Stocker Hist. Civile War res Low Countries I. 50 b, 
The buylder and Engyner whereof [of the Castle of Ant- 
werpe] was one Pachiotto. 2600 Holland Livy xxiv. 
xxxiy. 532 But a more wonderful enginer for devising and 
framing of artillerie, ordinance, fabrfekes, and instruments 
of warre. 2602 Shaks, Ham. in. iv. 206 (Globe), For 'tis 
the sport to have the enginer Hoist with his own petar. 
1632 Weever Anc. Fun . Mon. 591 Sir William Heydon.. 
a valiant Souldier, and an expert Enginer. 

y. 2552 Edw. VI Jml. (1858) II. 369 Baron de la Garde 
had seene it [Portesmouth castell] having an ingeuir with 
him, and, as it was thought, had the platte of it, 2627 
Drayton Agincourt 8 The Engineer prouiding the Petar 
To breake the strong Perculiice. 2637 Blount Voy. into 
Levant 31 The Gran Master and a chiefe Engeniere. 
2638 Suckling 'Tis now, since, etc. (R.), My tongue was en- 
gineer ; I thought to undermine the heart By wispering in 
the ear. 1653 Holcroft Procopius n. 49 By the advise of 
Theodoras, a famous Ingineer. 2686 Land. Gaz. No. 2023/4 
Major Martin Beckman, His Majesties chief Ingenier. 
2707 Farquhar BeauH Strat. v. ii, Rise thou prostrate 
Ingineer, not all thy undermining Skill shall reach my 
Heart. 2710 Land. Gaz. No. 4706/2 Mr. Secretary Addison 
and the Engineer-General informed the Committee. 2759 
in Picton L pool Mnnic. Rec. (1886) II. 250 Captain More 
one of His Majesty’s Engineers. 2823 Wellington in 
Gurw. DLp. XI. 29, I hope that he will be able to send an 
engineer to undertake [the works], 2866 Kingsley Hereto. 
xviii. 231 She began praising his skill as an engineer. 

c. A soldier belonging to the division of the 
army called Engineers, composed of men trained 
to engineering work. Also attrib as in engineer* 
officer, -regiment, -warrant. 

2787 Lond. Gaz . 24-28 Apr. No. 12850 p. 197 The Corps 
of Engineers shall m future take the name of the Corps 
of Royal Engineers. 2794 Burke Sp. ayst. W. Hastings 
Wks. XV. 63 Colonels of artillery and engineers. 1810 
Wellington m Gurw. Disp. VI. 81 An army composed 
of divisions, .artillery, engineers, etc , complete. 1889 Gen. 
Porter Hist. Royal Engineers 243 This day [26 May 1716] 
may therefore be taken as that on which the Engineer branch 
of the British army blossomed into a distinct Corps. 

3 . One whose profession is the designing and con- 
structing of works of public utility, such as bridges, 


EHG-OTEER.. 


EHGIRT.' 


roads, canals, railways, harbours, drainage works, 
gas and waterworks, etc. From 18th c. also Civil 
Engineer, for distinction from 2 b. 

■ Not in Johnson 1755 or Todd 1818 ; the former has only 
the military senses, to which the latter adds ‘ a maker of 
engines ’, citing Bullokar. In the early quots. the persons 
referred, to were probably by profession military engineers, 
though the works mentioned were of a * civil ’ character. 
Since 2 b has ceased to be a prominent sense of engineer , 
the- term ‘civil engineer ’ has lost its original antithetic 
force ; but it continues to be the ordinary designation of 
the profession to which it was first applied, distinguishing 
it from that of ‘ mechanical engineer”, (sense 4). Other 
phraseological combinations, as electric, gas, mining, rail- 
way, telegraph engineer, are used to designate those who: 
devote themselves to special departments of engineering. 

1606 Holland Sueton . 249 An Enginer also, .promised 
to bring into the Capitoll huge Colunmes with small charges. 
1680 Lotid. Gas. No. 1 547/1 A new Port at Nizza . . A famous 
French Ingenier. .has been consulted about it. a 1792 Smea- 
ton (1797) I. Pref, 7 The first meeting of this new 

institution, the Society of civil engineers, was held on the 
15th of April 1793. 1793 — Edy stone L. Introd. 8 My pro- 
fession of a civil Engineer. Ibid. § 101 The engineer 
and his deputy. 1836 Hull # Selby Railw. Act 102 A 
civil engineer of eminence. 1861 Sat. Rett. 14 Dec. 625 
Sir Hugh Myddleton, the enterprising goldsmith, has been 
called the first English engineer. 1880 Haughton Pkys. 
Geog , v, 228 Without much assistance from engineers, they 
will make a network of natural navigable channels. 

4. A contriver or maker of ‘ engines’. The 
precise sense has varied from time to time in 
accordance with the development of meaning in 
Engine 'sb , ; in present use the engineer in this 
sense (specifically mechanical engineer) is a 
maker of steam-engines or of heavy machinery 
generally. 

In this sense (hut not in 3) the term 1 is applied to the 
working artisan as well as to the employer oflabour. 

Q 1575 Laneham Lett. {1871} 45 Painterz, Karuerz, 
Players, Engyners. 1589 Puttenham Eng. Poesie 1. viii. 
(Arb.) 34 There could be no politique Captaine, nor any 
Witty enginer or cunning artificer. ’ 1598 Florio, Macatio- 
poietico, an inginer, an engine-maker. 

y. a 1628 F. Greville Sidney (1652) 40 A skilful En- 
genier, an excellent Musician, or any other Artificer of 
extraordinary fame. 1654 Bate Myst. Hat. Art 72 
According to the fancy and invencion of the artist or 
Engineer. 1691 T. H[ale] Acc. New Invent, p. liv, This 
Engine was invented by,, an excellent Engineer. 1734 
Besaguliers Course Nat. Philos . I. 60 The skill of a good 
engineer may be advantageously applied in. changing the 
form or altering the parts and motions of a machine. 1747 
R, Campbell Land. Tradesman 248 By engineer I. .mean 
.. the tradesman who is employed in making engines for 
raising of water, etc. .1831 Sir J< Sinclair Corr. II. 62 
This celebrated engineer [Robert Fulton] does great credit 
to the talents of America. 1887 Pall Mall G. 29 Nov. ix/x 
The payment of* tips’ ranging from ten to twenty shillings 
to working engineers and others. 

5. One who manages an ‘ engine ’ or engines, 
fa. One who manages engines of war ; an 

artilleryman. Ohs. 

1600 Heyvvood Edw, IV, n. Wks. 1874 I. lor It was not 
you, At whom the fatall enginer did aime. 1633 G. Her- 
bert Temple , Ch.-Porch xli, Wit’s an unruly engine, 
wildly striking Sometimes a friend, sometimes the engineer. 
a 1659 Cleveland Lend. Lady 46 Like the Death-darting 
Cockatrice (that slye Close Engineer) that murders through 
the Eye. <21719 Addison (Jj, An author, who points his 
satire at a great man, is like the engineer who signalized 
himself by this ungenerous practice. x8oo Naval Chron. 
III.' 287 In which are included sailors, marines, and the 
engineers. 

b. Mod. One who has charge of a steam-engine; 
in England only with reference to marine engines; 
in U. S. often applied to the driver of a locomo- 
tive engine. . 

1839 R. S. Robinson Nani. Steam. Eng. 174, I am not 
able to speak of the engineers in Her Majesty’s ships. 1856 
Emerson Eng. Traits , Wealth Wks. (Bohn' II. 75 Steam, 
from the first . . was dreadful with ks explosion . . engineers 
and firemen ; . have been sacrificed in learning to tame and 
guide the monster, i860 Bartlett Did. A mer., Engineer, 
the. engine-driver on our railroads is thus magniloquently 
designated. 

Engineer (end,5ini0u\ v. [f. prec. sb.] 

.1. intr. To act as an engineer. ■ 

1681 [see Engineering ppl. a.] 1769 J. Watt Lett. Dr. 

Small, Our present magistracy . . have employed me in en- 
gineering for them. 1870 Emerson Soc. Salit. vii. 131 
What of the grand tools with which we engineer, like 
kobolds and enchanters. 

■ 2. trans. To employ the art of the engineer 
tpon ; to construct or manage as an engineer. 

1843 Vignoles Life C. B. VigitoLes (1-889) 294 The.. road 
magnificently engineered through the pass, 1848 'Tail's 
Mag. XV. 428 The drainage had been engineered to 
admiration. 1856 Olmsted Slave States ix. 546 The roads 
are admirably engineered and constructed.. 1888 Pall 
Mall G. 19 Sept. 5/1 Mr. Baker with. Sir John Fowler, 
engineers the undertaking [the Forth Bridge], 

w. fig. To arrange, contrive, plan, superintend. 
Also (U. S.), to guide or carry through a measure 
or enterprise. 

* 1873 W. S. Mayo Never Again vii. 99 With good looks, a 
good voice, . .and .Mr. Boggs to engineer matters for her. 
1882 Jay Gould in Standard 28 Dec. 6/5 The corner in 
grain engineered by parties in Chicago. 1883 American 
VII. 24 An exhibition engineered by a native prince. 

3. Jig. nonce-use. To assail laboriously {hu- 
mor aus^. ' i ' 

. 1781 CowpEr Let. in Wks, '(1837) XV. 1 64 Unless we en- 
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gineered him with . question after question we could get 
nothing out of him. 

Hence Engineered ppl. a . ; Engineering 
ppl, a., that engineers, contriving, scheming; 

1872 Daily News 3 Sept., From the safe, ledge _ of a 
cleverly engineered road. 1681 N. N. Rome's Follies 2 6 
Since I have begun to set ray engineering brains to work. 
Engineering' (endginD-rii)), vbl sb, ' [f. prec. 
+ -ING 1. J 

1. a. The action of the verb Engineer ; the 
work done by, or the profession of, an engineer, 
b. The art and science of the engineer’s pro- 
fession. 


Often used with defining words, as in civil, mechanical, 
military engineering ; agricultural , electric , gas , hydrau- 
lic , railway, sanitary , telegraph engineering ; see En- 
gineer sb. 2-4. 

1720 De Foe Copt. Singleton xv. (1840) 262 This [a con- 
trivance in defensive warfare] is. .the cunn ingest piece of 
Indian engineering. 1829 C. Welch Wesl. Polity 172 A 
Sunday School Teacher’s labour is not much unlike civil 
engineering. 1840 Civil. Eng. $ A rchit. Journ. 59 There 
is room for. .a school of Engineering on sound principles. 
1858 Greener Gunnery 267 That portion of engineering 
which would define what power of engine would work a 
thousand cotton spindles. 1866 Engineering 5 Jan. 1 The 
title of this Journal has been chosen, as typifying the busi- 
ness, art, and profession of the Engineer. 1873 Tristram 
Moab.x iv. 270 An ancient roadway of which the engineer- 
ing. .could be easily traced. 1879 Cassell’s Techn. Educ. I. 
29 Civil Engineering is the term applied to that science 
which treats of the construction of canals, railroads, roads, 
bridges ... aqueducts and such like. 1887 Daily News 
24 Oct. 2/5. Shipbuilding and marine engineering have 
lately been doing better. 

C. fig. Contriving, manoeuvring. 

1780 Cowper Progr. Err. 321 With some cold moral 
think to quench the fire; Though all your engineering 
proves in vain. 1884 FA James's Gaz. 21 Mar. 3/2 Party 
engineering and the trickery of elections. 

2 . attrib. • 

1730 Labelye Westm.Br.v, Very great masters in the 
Building or. Engineering Way. 1758 Warburton Div. 
Legal. Pref. (R. The Roman Conclave succeeded to the 
Roman Senate in this engineering work. 1792 Burke Con- 
sid. Pres. St. Affairs Wks. VII. 93 One arm is extremely 
good, the engineering and artillery branch. 1822 Byron 
Juan vii. xi, Excuse this engineering slang. 1884 Athenaeum 
27 Sept. 397/3. The military and engineering policy of the 
rulers of the kingdom. 

Engineer ship (endginlsujip). [f. Engineer 
sb. + -ship.] a. The business, or occupation, of 
an engineer, b. The office, or position, of an 
engineer. 

1649 Blithe Eng . Improv. Impr. (1653) ToRdr., Their 
pretences of great abilities in Engineership. x66i Earl 
Orrery State' Letters 51743) I. 62, I . .pretend something to 
engineership. 1883 Nasmyth Autobiog, xvi. 288 The rail- 
way had been constructed under the engineership of Major 
Whistler. 1889 I Rust. Land. News 23 Feb. 242/3 Mr. 
Hawksley retired from the joint engineership. 


t Engine e*ry. Ohs. rare. [f. Engineer jA+-y.] 
Used by Smeaton for ‘ the science of engineering’. 
Cf. Enginery. 

1793 Smeaton EdysioneL. § 39 Mr. Rudyerd’s method,, 
of keying and securing, must be considered as a material 
accession to. the practical part of Engineery. Ibid. § 40 The 
great principle of Engineery, that weight is *the most 
naturally and effectually resisted by weight. 

+ E nginefol, a. Obs. rare- 1 , [f. Engine sb. 
+ -FUL.J Full of ingenuity, ingenious. 

C2300 K. A lis. 4869 Hy ben . . gode, and engy neful to fighth. 

Engineman (e-ndginm&n). [f. Engine sb. + 
Man.] a. One who works, or helps to work, a 
fire-engine, b. One who attends to a stationary 
steam-engine, c. The driver of a locomotive. 

1835 Parsons Tourist's Comp. 243 No gratuity is allowed 
to be taken by any guard, engineman, porter, etc. 1852 
Hawthorne Blithedale Rom. xxii. (1885) 171 A fire., 
brought out the engine-men. 1859 Smiles Self-Help iv. 
81 Stephenson taught himself arithmetic and mensuration 
while working as an engineman. 1871 M. Collins Mrq. <$• 
Merck, viii. 261 He saw . . only the guards and enginemen. 


Enginery (e-nd, 5 inGri,-nri). Forms : 7 en-, in- 
ginarie, 7-8 enginry, 7- enginery, ff. Engine 
sb. •+ -(e)ry ; cfi It ingcgneria ^ which may be the 
source), OF. engigneriei] 
fl. The art of constructing ‘engines ’ (cf. senses 
of Engine sb.) ; also, the art of the (military) 
engineer. Also attrib. Obs. 

1603 Bacon Adv. Learn, n. viii. § 2 Astronomie, Cosmo- 
graphie, Architecture, Inginarie and diuers others. [The 
corresponding passage De Angm. hi. vi. has machinaria.] 
16x0 W. Folkingmam Art of Survey 1. ix. 20 Some Engin- 
arie aide must bee assistant to mount the water by Screwes, 
Pullies, Poizes. 1644 Howell Engl. Teares in H Ctrl. Mi sc. 
(Math) V. 444 Nor can all thy elaborate cireunjvallations, 
And trenches, or any art of enginery, keep him [famine] out 
of thy line of communication. 1672 Petty Pol,, Anat. 
(1691) 25 The Irish., had [no] Architecture, Enginery, Paint- 
ing, Carving, nor any kind of Manufacture. 

2. Engines collectively ; apparatus, machinery. 
Frequent in fig. use. 

1742 Young Nt. Th. yi. 261 A feeble Aid ! Dedalian En- 

f in’ry. 1774. Johnson Diary 20 Sept.' in Boswell xlvi, 
loulton .. led us through his shops— I could not. distinctly 
see his enginery, c' 1:840 Thirlwall in Rem. (1878) III. 1 
The enginery of war is often brought out. 1851 Tennyson 
Ode Internal. Exkib. iii. 6 Harvest -tool and husbandry, 
Loom and wheel and enginery. 2862 Dana Man. Geol. 
747 An animal is 'a Self-propagating piece of ehginery. 


fig. a 1763 SHENSTONE Economy Wks. (1764YI, 320 The 
fraudful engin’ry of Rome. 1844 R. Chambers Vest. Great . 
Early Hist. Man , A complete, social enginery for the secur- 
ing of life and property. ...... 

b. esp. Engines of war, artillery. Chiefly poet. 
or rhetorical, : Also fig. 

1641 Milton Ch. Discip. II. (1851) 54 The impregnable 
situation of our Liberty and Safety, that laught such weake 
enginry to scorn. 1667 — P. L. vi. 553 In hollow Cube 
Training his devilish Enginrie. 1708 J. Philips Cyder 
(1807.) 57 The loud disploded roar Of brazen enginry. 1764 
Grainger Sugar Cane 11.-322 Not all the brazen engineries 
of man, At once exploded, the wild burst surpass. 1839 
Thirlwall Greece VI. xlix. 162 His enginery soon made 
a breach in the wall. 

3. The work of an engine, the application of 
engine-power. Also fig. 

2804 Ann. Rev. II. 370 The article, .incurs a smaller 
charge for the wages of enginery. 

fig. 1838 Sterling in Carlyle Life 11. vii. (1872’' 146 A few 
drawings,— all with the stamp of his [Michael Angelo’s]- 
enginery ujxm them. 

t E nginist. Obs. [f. Engine + -ist.] = En- 
gineer sb. 

2579 Fenton Guicciard. (1618) ,35 The great fame of Ar- 
chimedes and other notable enginists. Ibid. 185 The Pisans 
. .had. .certain enginists to dresse their fortifications, 
t E'nginous, a. Obs. Also 4 engynous. [a. 
OF. engineus , engigneus, engignos, corresp. to Pr. 
evginhos, OSp. engenoso, It. ingegnoso L. znge- 
niosus, f. ingenium : see Engine .sA] 

1. Clever, crafty, cunning ; deceitful. 

c 1325 Coer de L. 3945 Thomas, a knyghte engynous, 
Wente with hys host to Orlyons. 1393 Gower Con/. III. 99 
It [coler] maketh a man ben enginous. 1599 B. JoNson 
Cynthia's Rev. iii. ii, For that’s the mark of all their en- 
ginous drifts, To wound my patience. 1615 Chapman Odyss. 

I. 452 open force, or projects enginous. 

2. Of or belonging to an engine ; partaking of 
the nature of an engine, lit. and fig. 

1606 Dekker Sev. Sin ties iv. < Arb. ) 30 For all the Enginous 
Wheeles of the Soule are continually going. 1630 B. J on- 
son New Inn n. ii. Lady F. Sure, petards To blow us up. 
Lord L. Some enginous strong words. 

Engird < engs-id), V. Also 7 ingird. Pa. pple. 
engirt, [f. En- I + Gird z\] trans. To surround 
with, or as with, a girdle ; to encircle, as a girdle 
does. Also, To engird in. 

,1566 Gascoigne locasta ii, in Child Four Old P. ^848) 190 
Let cruell discorde beare thee companie, Engirt with snakes. 
1623 Favine Tkeat. Hon. 1. i. 7 Round about engirt with a 
frindge of Gold. 1628 Hobbes Thucyd. (1822) 139 Paches. . 
arrived at Mitylene and ingift it with a single wall. 1745 
W. Thompson Sickness n {K.\ She saw him smile along the 
tissu’d clouds. . Engirt with cherub wings, a 1783 Glover 
Atkenaid xx vii. (R.), A sash of tincture bright .. Engirds 
his Joins. 18x3 Words w. View fr. Top of Black Comb , 
Main ocean . . visibly engirding Mona's Isle. 1820 Moir in 
Blacktv. Mag. VI. 385 The hoary mountain tops, .that en- 
gird the horizon in. 1831 Nichol A rchit. Heav. 22 He 
would manifestly be engirt by heavens having the general 
aspect of ours, 
b. fig. 

1586 Marlowe i st.Pt, Tamburl. v. ii, Ugly Darkness .. 
Engirt with tempests, wrapt in pitchy clouds. 1393 Shaks. 
2 Hen. VI , in. i. 200 My Body round engyrt with miserie. 
*798 W. Taylor in Robberds’ Mem. I. 219 Engird their 
brows With glittering crowns of praise. 

Hence Bngi'rding ppl. a. 

1852 D. Moir Derfeat Winter viii, Love, with an engird- 
ing belt, Hath beautified the solitude. 

Engirdle (eng5;jd’l), v. Also 7 ingirdle, 
[f. En - 1 t GirdIe.] trans. To surround with, or 
as with, a girdle ; to serve as a girdle or enclosure 
to; to encompass. Also fig.' 

1602 Davison in Farr S. P. Eliz. (1845) II. 325 As moun- 
taines great on euery side Engirdle faire Jerusalem. 
1621 Lady M. Wroth Urania 225 He was ingirdled 
with his enemies. 1783 Glover On Sir Isaac Newton, 
Comets, . with hideous grasp the skies engirdle round. 1830 

J. Wilson Jn Blackw. Mag. XXVII. 665 A metropolitan 
city.-. . engirdled with groves. 1852 Miss Yonge Cameos 
(1877)11. ix. in To die engirdled by the cord of St. Francis 
was the sure means of safety. 

Engi rdling, vbl sb. [f. prec. + -ING 1 .] The 
action of prtc. vb. ; concr. that which engirdles. 
1398 Florio, Cingolo , a girdle or a garter, an engirdling. 

Engirdling (engsudliij), ppl a, [f. as "prec. + 
-ing^.J That engirdles, surrounds, encloses. 

1853 Maury Phys. Geog. Sea xi. § 512 Vapour rising up 
from the engirdling ocean. 1839 De Quincey Ceylon Wks. 
XII, 14 The people of the engirdling zone are called the 
Cinghalese. 1883 Kncnvledge 15 June 357/1 The protecting 
embrace of his [Saturn’s] engirdling rings. 

t Engi rt, V. Obs. Also 7-8 ingixt, [f. En- 1 
+ Girt vi] 

1. trans. To gird, encircle with. Also simply . 

1390 Marlowe Edw. II, v. i, Engirt the temples of his 

hateful head ! 16x3 Purchas Pilgr. vi. xiv, § 1 (R.) The 

insulting waters . . engirting meane while all the townes with 
a strait siege. 1634 Sir T. Herbert Trav. 146 The coat,, 
ingirted with a towell of silke and gold. 

2 . To surround as a girdle does ; to encircle. 
Also fig. 

15. . in Farr S. P. Eliz. (1845) II. 423 So feruent griefe 
engirts the King of Glory. 1399 Nashe Lenten Stuffe 1 
(1871) 33. This flinty ring that ingirts it. 16x3-6 W,-' Browne 
Brit. Past. n. L (R.% She prepar’d to cut the wat’ry zone 
Ingirting Albion. 174* Collins ; Odd iv. - 2$' And [GodJ 
pour’d the main engirting all. 


EHGISCOPE, 


: I 79 


ENGLISH. 


b. To enclose partially or Wholly ; to Hem in ; 
to envelope. ; , . , ; '' . 

.1627 May Xwriw* in. 591 They make their homes t’engirt 
the adverse fleet. 1634 T. Johnson tr. Pareys Ckirurg. in. 
iv. 1 16781 57 The skin is double. . ingirting the whole tody. 

Hence Bngrrting vbl. sb., the = action of the vb. 
Engirt ; concr. that which, engirts, the rim. 

1599 Nashe Lenten Stuffe (1871} 17 In the ninth year of 
.the ingirting; his anointed brows with the refulgent Ophir 
circle. 1623 Favine Theat. Hon., vi. ix. 159 Another Circle, 
which made the engirting of the Seale. 

Engiscope: see Eng y scope. 
t'E*ngisletb : Her. Obs. [Obscure : possibly 
a mistake in Bk. St. Alban's, which ’the rest 
follow.] . i. 

i486 Bk. Si. Alban's, Her. B iiij a. Fesy target is whan a 
scogion or an engislet is made in the myddull of the cootar- 
mure. 15*86 ; Fern zBlaz. Gentrie 178 A scutcheon of pre- 
tence or Engislet borne ouer the foure coates. 1610 Guil- 
lem Heraldry 11. vi. (1611) 61. . 

; t Emgrst, V. Obs. In 4 engyste. [f. En - 1 + 
Giste a resting-place.] trans. To appoint the 
resting-places or lodgings in ' a journey). 

? a 1400 Morte A rtk. 445 , 1 salle thi journaye engyste, en- 
joyne theme my selvene. 

Englad, -gladden, -glamour : see En- pr efX 
England (rqgland). Forms : J Engla land, 
.2 Engle land, 3 Englene, Engle lond, 3-4 
Engelond(e, 3 Enkelonde, 4 Engelande, Ing- 
land, Yng(e)lond, 5 En-, Inglonde, 4- England. 
JOE. gngla land, lit. 'the land of the. Angles’ ; 
see English, Angle 2 . 

This word and its cognates, English, etc. are the only 
instances in which in mod. standard English the letter e 
stands in an accented syllable for ti). The change of an 
earlier leg) into (up is, strictly normal, and in all other 
examples- the spelling has followed the pronunciation. Cf, 
wing, ME. wenge ; string, OE. strgnge ; link, OE. 
h fence.] 

T I. The territory of the Angles, as distinguished 
from that of the Saxons. Only in OE. (rare.) 

c 890 K. /Elfred B&da iv. xxvi. § Bast mynster jEhber- 
curnig 3 aet is geseted on Eng la lande [L. in regione Ang- 
lerum . ] 

2 . The southern part of the island of Great 
Britain; usually, with the exception of Wales. 
Sometimes loosely used for : Great Britain. Often : 
The English (or British) nation or state. 

• In the writings of iElfred and the earlier parts of the OE. 
Chronicle, the name A ngel-cynn race of the Angles ( — 
Baeda’s gens A nglorum) is used to denote collectively the 
Teutonic peoples in Britain, and also the territories which 
they occupied. This seems to have been the only general 
name for the country until the Danish -conquest, when it 
was superseded by Engla land. 

[ c 897 K. Alfred Gregory's Past. 5 Hu 3 a ciricean giond 
call Angelcynn stodon ma 3 ma , . gefyldse. OE. Caron. 
an. 1002 Se cyng het ofslean ealle 3 a Deniscan men j?e on 
Angel cynne waeron.] OE. Chron. an. 1014 And sefre 
aelcne Deniscne cyng utlah of Engla lande; ^ecwaedon. 
1154 O. E. Chron. an. 1131 Swa hit naefre asr ne waes on 
manne gemynd ofer call Engle land, c 1203 Lay. 17 Won- 
ene heo comen pa Englene londe serest ahten. ^ Ibid. 
63x7 Engelondes deorling. a 1225 A ncr. E. 82 Eresie, God 
heo iftoncked, ne rixleS nout in Engelond. a 1250 Prov. 
/Elf red in O. E. Misc. 12 On Englene londe [a 1275 in 
Enkelonde] he wes kyng. ? <21300 O. E. Misc. xviii. x Engle 
lend is ey hte hu ndred My le long, a 1300 Cursor M. 8 p e first 
conquerour of Ingland. Ibid. 24893 Quen pou cupis in-til 
england : c 1340 Ibid. 24774 (Fairf.), pen bare William pe 
seigniorie of Ihgelonde & of normandie. 153ft Starkey 
England 1. ii. 67 Hyt be almost impossybul to. . set such 
a commyn wele among vs here in Englond. 1605 Shaks. 
Macb. hi. i. 31 Our bloody Cozens are bestow’d In England, 
and in Ireland. 1702 Add?-, fr. Lancaster in Lend. Gaz. 
No. 3804/5 A Princess horn in Old England. ■ 

3 . transf. A country or district peopled by men 
of English origin, or of a kindred race. rare. 

• 1834 Gen. P. Thomvson Exerc. (1842) III. 40 {Belgium], 
an older England than our own. 1883 W. Sikes in Harper's 
Mag. Feb. 342/2 The part of Pembrokeshire which for 
centuries has been dubbed ‘ Little England beyond Wales.’ 
1886 Pall Mall G. 7 Dec* x/x A Conference of all the Eng- 
lands over sea. 

4 . Short for The King of England, also for the 
inhabitants of England, or a portion of them, as 
in ‘ Young England’, for which see Young. 

1595 Shaks. John 11. i. 482 Speake England first, that hath 
pin, forward first To speake vnto this Cittie. 
Englander (i*ggland3i). rare. [f. prec. + -er 
( in quots. 1836, 1855, after Ger. Englqnder).'] 
A native of England, an Englishman. 

*820 Scott Abbot iv, I marvel what blood thou art — 
neither Englander nor Scot; 1836 Carlyon Early Years 67 
Coleridge, being a noticeable Englander, and a poet withal. 
1855 1 L’hackeray in Lewes Life Goethe vh. viij The admis- 
sion of these young Englanders. 

1 Englanie, a. Her. [Fr. englanti, f. en- (see 
En- i ) •+• gland: — L. gland-em acorn.] Bearing 
acorns. 1731 in Bailey, vol, II. 

t Engla'SS, v. Obs. [f. En - 1 + Glass'.] trans. 
a, To fit v a window) with glass ; to glaze, b. 
To figure in coloured glass. 

■ ■ x53oPalsgr. 535/1 , 1 englasse a window with glasse. • 1572 
Bossewell A rmorie ti. 25 b, The cote Armors . . to bee 
paynted . . graued, englassed, - 

EJnglaz©: see En- prcft 3. , 

; Engle, obs. f, Angel ; also of Ingle, Obs.. , 
Engleelieryj -sebirei obs. ff. Engllssry; a 


t Englei'm, v. Obs. ; Also 4-5 englayme, 
(4 glym), 5 yngleym. [f. EN-i + GLEiM slime.] 

1 . trans. To make slimy, clammy, or sticky ; to 
set fast with slime. Also, to clog, choke, surfeit 
(the stomach), 

1377 Lange. P. PI. B, xv. 56 The man that moche hony 
eteth * his mawe it engleymeth. 1387 . T h evisa . Higden 
(Rolls] V. 253 Wip aer infecte and engleymed {Lat. acre 
corrupt o], 1398 — Barth de P. R. vii. xlix. (1495) 261 Ache 

and tourment that comyth of humours engleymed in the 
guttes. ? a 1400 Morte Arth. 1131 pe guttez and the gorre 
. .pat alle englaymez pe gresse,one grounde perhestandez ! 
c 1440 Promp. Parv. 198 Gleyniyn, or yngleymyn,. visco, 
iuvisco. 

2 . Jig. To set fast, as in slime, or as a bird with 
birdlime ; to entangle, ensnare. Const, in, with. 

# a 1340 Hampole Psalter xliii. 27 Clemyd. [^. englymede] 
is in erthe oure wambe. 1340-70 Alex. <5- Bind. 67 6 En- 
glajnned was in glotenye * & glad to^ be drounke. c 1380 
Wyclif Set. Whs. III. 150 pese prestis and pese clerkis.. 
ben most engleymed [wip coveteise]. c 1440 Hylton Sea la 
Per/. (W. de W. 1494) 1. xliii, Yf thy herte be taken & 
engleymed with a veyne luste. c 1470 Harding Chron. 
liv. ii, The Barons were so with gold englaymed. 

3 . intr. To settle, to stick. 

c 1420 Pallad. on Hush. 1. 692 That noon offes white 
Englayme uppon the rootes of her tonnge. 

Hence Engleimed, fpl. a. Of the tongue : 
Furred. 

1493 Festival! (W. de W. 1515) 16 b, His tongue engleymed 
and his nose blacke, etc. 

t Englei’nioiis, a. Obs. In 4 englaymous. 

[f. prec. -r -pus.] Slimy, venomous. 

? a 1400 Morte Arth. 3685 Som gomes thourgh gyrde 
with gaddys of yryn Comys gayliche clede englaymous 
wapenel 

Engli£er .( rrjglifbiiSj). Sc. [f. next + -er.] One 
who renders (a work) into English ; a translator. 

1824 Blackw. Mag. XV. 565, I only wonder how either 
Foscolo or his Englifier had the wit to pick them out. 
Englify (rnglifsi),®. Ap. [f. Engl-ish + -a)EY,] 
trans. To make English ; to cause to- resemble 
English persons or manners. 

1829 Wilson in Blackw. Mag. XXVI. 394 Our magnates 
have been Englified in all their notions. 

English, (i'gglij), a. and sb. Forms : 1 JEng- 
lisc, Englisc, 2-4 Englisch(e, 3 ,6 Englis(s, 
-ys, (3 ^Inglis, Engleis, -is(s)ce, 4 6 Eng- 
lissh(e,-issch, -yss(h(e, -yssehe, Inglis(s,-isli(e, 
-isshe, (4 Engli^sch, -ijs, Engelis(sli, -ysch, 
Ingelis, Ynglisse, 6 Englush, Ynglycbe), 4- 
English.. [OE. gnglisc, senglisc OTeut. *ang- 
lisko-, f. *Angli- (OK. Engle ) pi., the Angles, one 
of the Teutonic peoples who settled in Britain 
in 5th c. ; see Angle -.] 

A. adj. 

1 . In early uses now only Hist. Often with 
ellipsis of pi. sb. as in 2d. 

When the adj. first occurs in OE., it had already lost its 
etymological sense *of or belonging to the Angles’ (as dis- 
tinguished from Saxons). The earliest recorded sense is: 
Of or belonging to the group of Teutonic peoples collectively 
known as the Angelcynn (‘ Angle-kin ’ = Bmda’s gens An- 
glorum). comprising the Angles, Saxons, and Jutes, -who 
settled in Britain during the 5th c. With the incorporation 
of the Celtic and Scandinavian elements of the population 
into the ‘ English’ people, the adj. came in the nth c. to be 
applied to all natives of 4 England ? , whatever their ancestry. 
But for a generation or two after the Norman Conquest, 
the descendants of the invaders, though born ii> 'England, 
continued to be regarded as ‘ French so that the word 
English, as applied to persons, was for a time restricted to 
those whose ancestors were settled in England before the 
Conquest. In formal state documents the distinction be- 
tween the 4 French ’ and ‘ English ’ inhabitants of England 
survived after it had ceased practically to exist; cf. Eng- 
lishry. 

c88o JElfred Guthnori s 7 Vv?<z/>(Thorpe'! ii, Gif man of- 
Slasen weorSe, ealle we toted efen dyrne, Engliscne & 
Deniscne. a 1000 Ordinance respecting Diinsxte (Thorpe 
vi; Nah maSer to farenne ne Wylisc man on ^Englisc lond 
ne iEnglisc on Wylisc, butan, etc. a roxS Laws of AE the l- 
red (Thorpe-, Gif /Englisc man Deniscne ofslea. <2-1087 
Charter Will. I in Stubbs Set. Chart. 83 Will’m kyng gret 
.. ealle )>a burhwaru binnan Londone Frencisce and Eng- 
lisce. CX205 Lay. 29404 pat folc past was iEnglis. Ibid. 
to457 Of Epglisce leoden. Ibid. 31 67 q Penda king is Englisc. 
1809 Bawdwen Domesday Bk. 345 The Englisn. have four 
ploughs in the demesne, i860 Hook Lines A bps. (i860) 
I. iv. 174 Since the English came into Britain* 1872 E. 
Robertson Hist. Ess. 215 The gradual extension of the 
English name in the course of the 10th century is very per- 
ceptible. ■ < 

2 . Of or belonging; to England or its inhabitants. 

C1290 Lwes Saitits (1887) 73 pe englische barones. 1375 

Barbour Bruce 1. 193 Schyrreffys and baihheys maid he 
[Edward I]. .of Inglis nation. 15. . Earl Surrey Death 
Sit T. IVyat Poems ■ Aldine ed. V60 A worthy guide to bring 
Our English youth by travail Into fame. 1613 Shaks. Hen. 
VIII, rn. i. 143 Would I had neuer trod this English Earth. 
1645 Fuller Gd: Tk. in Bad T. (1841) 37 The English am- 
bassador. 1796 H,. Hunter tr. St. Pierre's Stud. Nat. 
(1799) HI. 707, 1 embarked on board an English ship which 
Had sailed round the world. 1803 Scott' Last liiinstr. iv. 
xvii. Now every English eye, intent, On Branksome’s armed 
towers was betit, 1842 Bischoff Woollen Manuf (1862 I t. 
125 English wools rose in price. 1852 Ear rGoM Cpl. Aus- 
tralia ro2 Tp give, the English reader an idea.of its present 

I condition- , > tt • ■ 

b. In the names of various itrees and plants ; 
| as English Elm, (flmus campestHs-'(see Elm) ; 


B. Galingale, Cf ferns longus ; E. Maidenliair, 
Asplenium. Trichomanes ; B. Myrtle, IJguslrum 
vitlgare;, B. Treacle, Teucri ttm Scordiu m . 

1578 Lyte Dodoens m. xxiii. 346 The rooteof Cy[p]erus or 
^English Gaiangal, is hoate and dry in the third degree. 1861 
Miss Pratt Flower. PL VI. 12 Order. Cypcracese . . Sweet 
or English Galingale. ' 1562 Turner H erbal u. 1 57 b. Tricho- 
manes (that is our ^English May dens hearei is supposed, etc. 
1578 Lyte Dodoens hi, ixix i Heading’, Of English or Com- 
mon Maydenheare. 1879 in Prior Plant-n . 1846 Sowerby 
Brit. Bot., ^English Myrtle, the Common privet, Ligustrum 
mdgare. 1551 Turner Herbal 1. I iiij a, Germander, 
whyche is also called in Cambrige shyre *Englyshe triacle, 
is called in.Greke Chamedrys. 1670 Ray Catal. Plant. 
Anglia; 67 t Britten & Holl. i In agro Cantabrigiensi English 
Treacle dicitur. 1886 In Britten & Holland. 

' e. In the names of certain diseases : English 
Cholera, + English Sweat : see the sbs. f English 
Disease {Malady), English Melancholy : the 
' spleen ’. 

[1733 Cheyne Eng. Malady fiyjgi Pref. 1 By Foreigners 
Nervous Distempers, Spleen, Vapours, and Lowness of 
Spirits, are, in Derision, call’d the English Malady. 1834 M. 
Good Study of Med. ted. 4) III. 113 English Melancholy. 

- d. el lift. =' English people, soldiers etc. 

(A 17th c. Sc. writer has the pi. Englishes.) 

1599 Shaks. Hen. V, 1. ii. iix O Noble English, that 
could entertaine With halfe their Forces, the full pride of 
France. 167s True Nonconf. 221 The violences, wherewith 
the Englishes, during their Domination among us, can be 
charged. 1711 Swift Lett. (1767) III. 181 Pray observe the 
inhabitants about Wexford; they are old English. 1765 
T. Hutchinson Hist. Col. Mass. i. 146 Freedom might be 
..granted to all truly English. 1859 Knight Pop. Hist. 
Eng.. V. 165 That terrible battle-field, which the French 
call Neerwinden and the English call Landen. 

3 . transf. Marked by the characteristics of an 
Englishman. Often in laudatory sense : Possessed 
of the virtues claimed as peculiarly' * English \ 

1539 T onstall Serp;. Palm Sitnd. 11823) 71 Only take an 
englyshe hart vnto the. ^ 1695 Enq. A nc. Const. Eng. Pref, 
6 He will find the design to be triily English, that is, sin- 
cere and honest. 1883 Phelfs Eng. Style 40 A mind com- 
pact with sturdy and solid English elements. ' 

• -qtiasi-rtrtfe. 1784 CowpeR' Tiroc. 671 His address . . Not 
English stiff, but frank and formed to please. 

4 . As the designation of a language (see B. 1). 
H ence of words, idioms, grammar, etc. : Belonging 
to the English language. Of literary compositions, 
speeches, etc. : W ritten or spoken in the English 
language. 

cxooo riELKRic Horn. (Thorpe II. 358 (Bosw.) Ic [riSlfric 
Abbod] gesett haebbe wel feowertig larspella on Engliscum 
gereorde. c 1000 — in Sweet Ags. Reader 57 Du bsede 
me for oft Engliscra gewrita. c 1230 Mali Meid. 5 And 
seiS syon.ase muchel on englische leodene ase heh sih 3 e. 
<2x240 Ureisnn in Colt. Horn. 199 Ich habbe i-sungen be 
3 'esne englissce lai. c 1250 Gen. 6* Ex. 14 Ut of latin ois 
song is dragen On Engleis speche. dr 300 Cursor M. 24 
(Cott.) Sanges . . Inglis, frankys, and latine. Ibid. 233 (Gott.) 
pis ilke boke es translate vnto engliss tung to rede, c 1440 
Promp. Parti. 140 Englysshe speche, Anglicum. 1526 
Pilgr. Perf (W, de W. 1531) j b, It was put into my mynde 
to drawe it in the englysshe tonge. 1580 Bullokar Orthogr., 
There be eight vowels of differing sounds in Inglish speech, 
i6xx Bible Dedic., There should be one more exact trans- 
lation of the Holy Scripture into the English Tongue. 
1840 Macaulay Ranke (1854) II. 541/2 We now see this 
book take its place among the English Classics. 1847 
Emerson Repr. Men , Shaks. {Whs. (Bohn) I. 357 Our Eng- 
lish Bible is a wonderful specimen of the strength and music 
of the English language. 

b. with limiting words as in B. 1 b. 

1579 F ulke Refut. R astel 763 Prayers remaine still in the 
Saxon or old English _ tongue. Mod. An Old- English 
grammar. Middle- English literature. It is not a modem 
English word. 

B. sb. . 

1 . The English language. ' First in the adverbial 
phrase, •f on (now in) English. Also in phrase, 
the king's, the queens English , app, suggested by 
phrases like' ‘to deface the king’s coin Also 
aft rib. as English scholar . 

In 9th c., and prob. much earlier, Englisc was the name 
applied to all the Angle and Saxon dialects spoken in 
Britain. The name English for the language is thus older 
than, the name England for the country. In its most com- 
prehensive use, it includes all the dialects descended from 
the language of the early Teutonic conquerors of Britain ; 
but it is sometimes popularly restricted to the language 
since the close of the ‘ Anglo-Saxon ’ or fully inflected stage; 
sometimes to the language and dialects of England proper, 
as distinguished from those of Scotland, Ireland, U. S., etc. ; 
and sometimes to the literary or standard form of the lan- 
guage, as distinct from illiterate or ungrammatical speech, eta 
[The use as sb. seems to have originated, not in the ellipsis 
of any particular word -^.^Mereord meaning ‘ language*, 
but in a vague absol. use of the neuter adj, A similar use 
is found in the other Teut. langs. and in Romanic ; cf. Ger. 
auf den tschfox.en francais, Sp. en Castellano.] 

6*890 K. /Elfred Bseda in. xix, On sumre ceastre j?e is 
nemned on Englisc Cneoferisburh. cxooo Ags. Gosp. Matt, 
xxvii. 46 Heli, Heli, lema zabdani? paet ys on Englisc, Min 
God, min God, to liwi forlete }>u me? 51x75 Lamb. Horn, 
X03 On [sin j is ieweden, Gala, }>et is. |ifemesse on englisc. 
c 1205 Lay. 6317 Wrat pa la3en on Englis. a 1300 Cursor M. 
p. 988 Resurrection 240 (Cott.) Raboni (bat is on englis 
maister . c 1340 Ibid. 26545 (Fairf.' pat now in Ingelis [v.r. 
Cott. englis] wil I rede, c 1380 Wyclif Whs. (1880) 429 J>« 
same sentense in engli3sch. : 1447 Bokenham Seyntys In- 
trod. 4 Wych I purpose now to declare On'ynglysh. 1526 
pilgr. Perf. (W. db W. 1531) i b, The mater is spirytuall, 
and requyreth' moche declaracion in englysshe. c 1530 
Ld.' BeSrners (title) The hystoiy’ of the imoost noble and 
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valyaunt knyght Arthur of lytell brytayne, translated out 
of frensshe in to englushe. 1598 Shaks. Merry W. i. iv. 6 
Abusing of Gods patience, ana the Kings English. 1704 
Loud. Gaz . No. 4046/4 Maurice Roberts . . a Shropshire 
Man, speaking very bad English. 1782 Wesley Whs.iyZ 30) 
IV. 267 Why has he then bad English on every page? 1836 
E. Howard R. Reefer xxxv, They, .put the king's English 
to death so charmingly. 1869 Alford {title , Plea for the 
Queen’s English. 

b. The ‘ English ’ of a special period or district, 
or that which appears in the. writings of an in- 
dividual author. Old English : in popular use 
applied vaguely to all obsolete forms of the lan- 
guage. According to the nomenclature now gener- 
ally adopted in this country, the Old English 
period ends about 1 100-1 1 50, the Middle English 
period about 1500, when the period of Modem 
English begins. The name Early English is often 
used vaguely for Early Middle English, or for 
Middle and Early Modern English. 

a 1225 St. Marker 23 , 1 J?e monef? \>a.t on ure ledene is old 
englisch eftcrluS inempnet, iulius o latin. 1303 R. Brunne 
Handl. Synne 7672 Yn a prouerbe of olde englys. 1340 
Ayenb., Engliss of Kent. 1651 Wood At A. Oxen. I. 257 
To these books of Euphues, tissaid, that our Nation is in- 
debted for a new English in them. 1887 Ruskin Przeterita 
II. x, Hooker’s English was the perfectest existing model. 

+ 2 . The ‘English’ at an author’s command; 
means of expression in English. Obs. 

c 1385 Chaucer L. G. IV. 66 Prol ,, Allas, that I ne bad 
Englyssh, ryme, or prose, Suffisant this flour to_ preyse 
aryght! 4x386 — Sqr’s. T. 29 Myn Englissh eek is insuf- 
ficient. 1631 Weever Anc. Fun. Mon, 353, I will set downe 
in such English as 1 haue in the said Legend, or Agon. 

B. f a. An English sentence to be rendered into 
a foreign language. + b. An English equivalent 
for a foreign word, c. {School slang ) An Eng- 
lish translation ; a ‘crib’. 

c 1000 ASlfric Gram. (Z.) 259 Ealle < 5 as habbaS an Eng- 
lisc, |?eah hi for faegernysse fela synd on Ledenspraece, 
1552 Huloet, Englyshe or vulgare geuen by a maister to 
scholers to be made in latine. 1612 Brinsley /Vs. Parts 
(1669) 49 The Englishes of our [Latin] Prepositions. Ibid. 
53 When an English is given to be made Latine, what must 
you do first? 1679 W. Walker Diet. Eng. Panicles Pref., 
The first column contains some Englishes. 1862 H. C. 
Adams First June 66, I sometimes have half suspected him 
of learning his lessons with Englishes. 

4 . ellipt \ for * The sense expressed in plain Eng- 
lish ’, the p’ain sense ; also, Plain , true English ; 
t English out ; and in phrase, In p lain English : 
to speak plainly. 

1645 Liberty of Cottsc. Pref. Aiij, The plain english of the 
question is this : whether the Christian Magistrate be 
keeper of both Tables. 1647 Ward Simp. Cobler 12 The 
true English of all . . their false Latine, is nothing but a 
generall Toleration of all Opinions. 1659 Scott in Burton 
Diary IV. 377 That is English out. 1:679 Pmt* Addr. 
Prot.n. § 5 (1692) 184 This is the English of their Doctrine. 
1705 Stanhope Paraph. III. 376 The plain English of what 
he thanks God for is in effect but Thus much. 1749 Field- 
ing Tom Jones vn. v. (1840) 86 The English of all which is 
..that I am in the wrong, 1856 Emerson Eng. Traits vii. 
121 When they unmask cant, they say, * The English of 
this is', etc. 

1 5 . A Flemish coin (see quot). Ohs. 

? a 1500 in A thenseum r. (1867) 7 Dec. 767 Viij mytis ys an 
englishe, that is the iij rio parte of j d. 1540 Act 32 Hen. 
VIII ", c. 14 A piece of flemmishe nxony called an Eng- 
lyshe. 

6. Printing, a. The name of a size of type 
smaller than Great Primer and larger than Pica. 

English Type. 

1598 Ord. Stationers ’ Co. in Hist. 0 . E. Lett , Foundries 
(18871 129 Those in pica Roman and Italic and in English. 
1676 Moxon Print Lett. 8 The S tem of English Capitals is 
6 parts. 1824 I, Johnson Typogr. II. 78 English is called 
Mittel by the Germans. 

b. Old English : a form of * Black Letter ’ 
resembling that used by early English printers ; 
now occasionally employed for ornamental pur- 
poses. 

C. Comb. a. Prefixed to ppl. adjs., as English - 
born, -bred, -built, - managed , -manned, - rigged , 
-speaking, b. Forming parasynthetic derivatives, 
as English-hearted , - minded . c. Prefixed to other 
adjs., as + English- Indian, + -Irish, f -Popish ; 
+EngIish-Saxon, — Anglo-Saxon ; also English- 
French, - German, -Latin, etc., said of dictionaries 
in which English words are followed by their ren- 
derings into other languages. 

18.. Lytton E. Maltrav. (1851) 6 But I am “English- 
born. x88o Earle Philol. Eng . Tong. § 155 A large body 
of French words in our language . . pronounced as English- 
born words ; 2808 Bentham Sc. Reform 80 Such ingenuity 
is not wanting to “English-bred technicalism. c 1677 List 
Ships in Marvell Growth Popery 61 The John and Sarah, 
of too Tun, “English Built. 1848 Lytton Harold ri. i, 
Many of Godwin's noblest foes sighed for the “English- 
hearted Earl. 1613 Purchas Pilgr Descr. India (1864) 127 
Our “English -Indian Societie. 1700 Tyrell Hist. Eng. II. 
888 All the “English- Irish Knights, .ran away. 1815 Scorr 
Guy M. xlii, Three English- Irish peers. 1740 J. Clarke 
Educ.' Youth ed. 3) 37 Such sort of “English-Latin Dic- 
tionaries. *888 Daily Pews 26 Nov. 2/5 This estate has 
always been what has been called an “English-managed 
estate. 1883 J. H. Blunt Ref. Ch. Eng . II. 162 Thoroughly 
“English-minded men such as Gardiner. 1799 Nelson in 


Nicolas Disp, ('1845) IV. 97 An “English-manned Frigate, 
164* Sanderson Serm . II. 8 This clamouring against “Eng- 
lish-Popish ceremonies. *832 Marry at A / ; Forster xxxvi, 
She is English built and “English rigged. 16x0 Holland 
Camden's Brit. 1. Pref., The most ancient British and “Eng- 
lish-Saxon tongues. 1695 Enq. Anc. Const. Eng, 33 As all 
his English-Saxon predecessors.. 1777 Nicolson & Burn 
Westmoreland I. 309 Our English-Saxon word evil seems 
to spring from the same source. 2873 F. Hall Mod. Eng- 
lish 146 The “English-speaking people. 2883 Lowell in 
Daily News 5 July 6/2 We continually hear nowadays of 
the * English-speaking race,’ of the ‘ English-speaking popu- 
lation’. 1887 Spectator 26 Feb. 300/1 Of this happy gift 
. . Mr. Lowell has among English-speaking men almost a 
monopoly. 

Hence English-hood (rare). 

2883 Mrs. Lynn Linton lone IL xxiii. 260 The English- 
hood of long walks in the lanes and fields. 

English trgglij), v. Forms: 4 Englysch, 
4-6 -isshe, -ys(s)he, 4- English, [f. prec. aelj.] 

1 . trans. To translate into English (a book, pas- 
sage, etc.) ; to give the English equivalent for 
(a word or phrase V 

2388 Wyclif Bible Prol. xv, To Englisshe it aftir the word 
wolde be derk and douteful. Ibid., I Englishe it thus. 
4243a Lydg. Chorle fy Byrde 1 1818)18 Out of frenssh how 
that hit englisshid be. 2490 Caxton Eiteydos (1889) 4 For 
hym, I knowe for suffyeyent to expowne and englysshe 
euery dyffyculte that is tlierim *533 More Apol. v. Wks. 
834/2 Howe be it the. preacher englisheth it thus. 1660 
'£>0'a.v, Seraph. Loi>e xvii (1700 106 Purchas'd for a Ransom, 
the Original Word English'd Redemption. 2728 Morgan 
Algiers I. Pref. 19 It fully excuses my not Englishing 
them from the Greek my own self. 1807 Ann. R ext. V. 510 
All German verses can be Englished m fewer syllables. 
2872 Spurgeon I'reas. Dav. Ps. IxiL.i If we Englished the 
word, by our word ‘ verily’. 

b. To render in English orthography, rare. 

1807 G. Chalmers Caledonia 1 . 11. vi. 284 The common 
word . . is ruadh , or as it is englished roy. 

1 2 . To render into plain English ; to describe in 
plain terms. Obs. 

1598 Shaks. Merry W. i. iii. 51 The hardest voice of her 
behauiour (to be english 'd rightly) is, I am Sir John Fal- 
stafs. 2649 Milton Eikon. v. 44 Those gracious Acts . . 
may be english'd more properly Acts of feare. 2672 Flavei 
Fount. Life viii. 22, I am ashamed that my pen should 
English what mine eyes have seen. 

8 . To make English, to anglicize, a. To adopt 
(a word) into the English language ; to give it an 
English character or form. b. nonce -use. To 
subject to English influence. 

2824-9 Landor I mag. Conv. (1846) I. 157 Liqueur is not 
yet Englished. 2879 Walford Londoniana II. 99 The 
word * Comfort’ originally Norman and afterwards englished. 
1880 Grant White Every-Day Eng. 21 When a foreign 
word has been transplanted into our speech and has taken .. 
firm root there, it should be thoroughly Englished. 2880 
Browning Dram. Idylls n. Clive 9 The man Clive — he fought 
Plassy . . Conquered and annexed and Englished ! 

E-nglisbable, a. Obs.-° [f. prec. + -able.] 
Capable of being translated into, or expressed in, 
English. 2864 in Webster; and in mod. Diets. 

Englished (rgglijt), ppl. a. [f. English v. 
+ -ED k] That is translated into English. 

2659 Baxter Key Cath. 11. i. 389 Is not his Doctrine here 
given you in his Englished words? 2879 Furnivall E. E . 
T. S. Rep. 20 Trevisa’s englisht Higden's Polychronicon. 
1882 Academy 16 Apr. 277 Which the. testator got in ex- 
change for a copy of an englished version. 

Englisher (i’gglif^). [f. English a. and v. + 

-EB.j 

X. [f. the adj.] An English subject ; a native or 
inhabitant of England. Chiefly Sc. 

1683 G. Martine Reliq. Divse A ndrex ii. § 1. (1797) 10 
Within twentie two years as some Englishers grant, 1814 
Scott Wav. xxix, That . . the young Englisher should pay 
dearly for the contempt with which he seemed to regard 
him. 2835 Lytton Rienzi 1. xii, William the Bastard could 
scarce have found the hardy Englishers so easy a conquest 
as, etc. 2861 Ramsay Scot. Life $ Char. vi. (ed. 18; 187 
Not in very good humour with the Englishers. 

2 . [f. the vb.] One who translates into English. 

2800 Month. Mag. X. 319 The most fortunate englisher of 

Klopstock. 2879 Furnivall E. E. T. S. Rep. 8 The eng- 
lisher of the French Romance, probably a clergyman of . . 
Exeter. 1881 Academy 12 Mar, 187 Few Englishers have 
been so successful in giving the flavour of French verse. 
Englishing (rgglijig), vbl. sb. [f. English v. 
+ -ing L] a. The action of the vb. English, b. 
concr. An English rendering or version. 

4:2340 Hampole Psalter Metr. Pref. 42 This holy man .. 
in all his englysching ry^t aftur the latyn taketh cours. 
2586 W. Wf.bbe Eng. Poetriei Arb.i 34 The englishing of 
/Eneidos of Virgin. . 2607 Topsell Serpents 12658) To Rdr., 
The second exception taken against the former Treatise, 
was the not Englishing or translating of the Latine Verses. 
2674 N. Fairfax Bulk Selz>. 199 Which [word] they 
have stuck so closely to in their Englishings of Datine. 
2886 A thenmim 9 Jan. 65/1 Some of Mr. Sievekxng’s * Eng- 
lishings’ seem to have stopped rather short of English, 

Englishism (i ggliJVm). rare. [f. English 
+ -ISM.] In various occasional senses : The cha- 
racteristics peculiar to the English; English modes 
of procedure ; a manifestation or product of English 
character ; attachment to what is English. 

2833 Tail's Mag. XXII. 277 He . . certificated his pa- 
triotism when only an excess of English-ism was imputed. 
2865 J. W. Kaye Sepoy War (heading of chapter) The Pro- 
gress of Englishism [i.e. the remodelling of land tenure in 
India according to English notions]. 2868 Mayne Reid 
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Child Wife xix. (1888) 101 In his own features . . there was 
an unmistakable expression of ‘ Englishism’. 2879 Indian 
Daily N. 2 Oct., An Englishism . ■ which foreigners note 
Englishly (rgglifli), adv. [f. as prec. + -ly 2 i 
I n an English manner, t a. By means of an 
English word ; in English {obs.). b. After the 
manner of the English people, like an Englishman 
or Englishmen, {rare in mod. use.) 

2529 More Dial. Heresyes x. Wks. 221/1 If he wold call the 
priestes englishly. 2565 J. Halle Hist. Ex post. 1x3 Sca- 
rificatio, uel cutis Sculptura, englishly Scarification. 2602 
Warner /A Eng. xu. lxxii. (1612) 300 Arm'd be euery 
hand and heart hence, Englishly, to beat Spaine. 2642 
Sir B. Rudyard in Rushw. Hist. Coll. ui. (16921 1 . 313 It 
behoves us. .to be Englishly sensible of the Injustice. 1764 
H. Walpole Let. H. Mann (F. Hall . 1818 Jas. Mill 
Let. 30 Apr. in Macvey Napier’s Corn. (1879: 19 Englishly- 
educated people are all hostile to him. 2859 Sala Gas-light 
4* X>. xv. 168 Voices anything but (Englishly) human. 

Englishman (i-gglijmsenk [f. English + 
Man.J A man who is English by descent, birth, 
or naturalization. The historical senses of course 
follow those of English a. ; in mod. use, unless 
otherwise determined by context (as in Englishman 
by descent, naturalized Englishman ), the word 
means one born in England or of English parents. 

c 950 Laws of Mthelstan i. prm. (Thorpe), Ic wille < 5 set 
je fedaf) ealle waega an earm Engliscmon. c 2205 Lay. 
1973 Ah Engliscemen [c 1275 Englissemen] hit habbed 
awend. a 1300 Cursor M. 242 (Gcitt. Of ingland }?e nacione 
Er englijs men in comune. 2387 Trevisa Higden 33 To 
ealle the men of the londe englisshmen. 1480 Caxton 
Chron. Eng . ccxii. 267 Thurugh helpe and comfort of our 
englyssh men. 1523 Ld. Berners Froiss. I. evil 129 Ther 
was no Englysshman of armes, but that had ii. or iii. pri- 
soners. 1593 Shaks. Rich. //, 1. iii. 309 Though banish’d, 
yet a true-borne Englishman. 2624 Bedell Lett . iv, 80 
Many Englishmen, conuertentur ad Dominum Deum. 2702 
De Foe True-born Eng. 1. 310 Englishman's the common 
Name for all. 2792 Mrs. Radcliffe Rom. Forest ii, That 
Englishman that used to come with his master to our 
house. 2863 Loud. Rev. 10 Jan. 35/2 A thoroughly vulgar 
Englishman is as offensive an animal as the human mind 
can well imagine. 

b. Englishman' s Foot (American) : see quot. 
1687 Clayton Virginia in Phil. Trans. XLI. 143 Our 
Plantain ... they call the Englishman 's-foot. 2861 Mrs. 
Lankester Wild Flowers 109 Plantain . . has been named, 
by the natives in some of our settlements, ‘the English- 
man's Foot’. 

E'nglislmess. [f. as prec. + -NESS.] The 
quality or state of being English, or of displaying 
English characteristics. 

1804 W. Taylor in Robberds Mein. 1 . 512 The Englishness 
of several fairy-tales supposed to be French. 2838 New 
Monthly Mag. LI II. 118 The Englishness of everything 
about man, woman, and child born in the island. 2884 
A thenseum 19 Jan. 93/3 The attraction of the face of the 
Hon. G. Seymour Conway . . lies in its Englishness. 
Englishry (i-gglijri). Forms : 5 Englisherie, 

7 englechery, -esberie, Englichird, -is bird, 
-ishrye, 8 Engle eerie, -eschird, -escyre, -ich- 
erie, 7- Englishry. [ad. AFr. englecherie , f. 
englesche, ad. ME. englisch , English ; see -by.] 

X. The fact of being an Englishman. Chiefly 
in legal phrase Presentment of Englishly : the 
offering of proof that a slain person was an Eng- 
lishman, in order to escape the fine levied (under 
the Norman kings) upon the hundred or township 
for the murder of a ‘ Frenchman 7 or Norman. 

Bracton, followed by the legal antiquaries of the 17th c„ 
represents this as the continuation of a similar practice under 
the Danish kings ; but no evidence to that effect seems to 
be known. 

[c 2292 Britton I. vii. (1865) 38 Et volums qe mil murdre 
soit aj ugie par la ou acun parent al mort peuse estre 
trovd, qi peuse monstrer qe il fust Engleys, et issi pre- 
senter de ly Englescheriej. 2620 J. Wilkinson Treat. 
Coroners $ Shertfes 8 By a statute made 24 E. 3. c. 4 the 
presentment of Englechery was wholly abrogated and an- 
nulled. 2649 Selden Laws Eng. 1. xl. (1739) 62 This custom 
lasted long after the Normans time, the Dane being only 
changed into the Norman, and was called Englishire. 2741 
T. Robinson Gavelkind n. ix. 275 Before the Presentment 
of Engleschire was taken. 2862 Pearson Early fy Mid. 
Ages Eng. 280 Unless proof of * Englishry ' were made by 
the four nearest relatives of the deceased. 2883 Freeman 
Impress. U. S. iv. 16 All accepted the statement of what 
I may call their Englishry. 

2 . That part of the population, esp. in Ireland, 
that is of English descent. Obs. exc. Hist. 

42470 Harding Chron. ccxxxi. iv, Loue of all the land 
He [the duke of York] had amonge the Englisherie alwaye. 
2600 Dymmok Ireland (*843) 6 Such good lawes as tende 
to the preservation of the Englishrye. 2792 Burke Let. 
Sir H. Langrishe Wks. 1842 I. 552 The popery laws . . as 
applied between Englishry and Irishry. 2876 Green Short 
Hist. vii. § 8 (1882) 434 The , . English law. -made treason- 
able any marriage of the Englishry with persons of Irish 
blood. 

b. An English population ; English people 
generally. In a town : An English quarter, rare. 

2867 Howells Ital. Journ. 165 There was, beside nu- 
merous Englishry in detached bodies, a troop of Germans. 
2867 Freeman Norm. Conq. <ed. 3) I. v. 310 There was an 
English and a Welsh town, an Englishry and a Welshry. 

Englishwoman, [f. English + Woman.] 
A woman who is English by descent, birth, or 
naturalization : see Englishman. 

2530 Palsgr. 217/2 Englysshewoman, anglesche. 2647 
Ward Simp. Cobler 23 Never was any people under the 
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Sun So sick . . of new fashions as English-women. 2817 
Byron Bepfio lxxxix, Where an Englishwoman sometimes 
faints, Italian females don't do so outright, i860 Froude 
Hist. Eng, VI. 42 Above all things let her remember to be 
a good English-woman. 

E*nglishy, a. nonce-wd. [f. as prec- + -y.] 
Characteristic of what is English (as opposed to 
American, etc.). 

1880 Scribn . Mag. Feb. 633 ‘ A fogger going to fodder his 
cattle ‘ before the summer ricks are all carted ’. .how Eng- 
lishy such sentences sound ! 

Englobe vengl<?n*b), v. Also 7 in-, [f. En- 1 + 
Globe. Cf. Fr. englober.] trans. a. To form 
into a globe, make globular ; to round ; in quot. 
rcjl. and fig. b. To enclose in, or as in, a globe ; 
in quots. fig. 

i6ix Florio, Agglobare, to en-glohe cr make round. 164,1 
Milton Ch. Govt. Wks. 1738 I. 53 Prelaty ... must be forc’d 
to dissolve and unmake her own pyramidal figure . . inglobe 
or incube her self among the Presbyters, a 2843 Foster in 
Life Corr. (18461 I. 184 If .. it [youthful energy] could 
be englobed . . within the bosom of the young adventurer. 
1858 Sears A titan, n. x. 235 The degree in which the hea- 
vens are englobed within us. 

Engloom: see E n- pref A 2. 

+ Englo*se, v. Obs. trans. ?To paint, polish. 
1430 Lydg. Chron. Troy 1. v, In his chambre englosed 
bryht and cleare That shone full shene with gold & with 
asure. 

+ v. Obs. Also 4 engleue. [a. Fr. 

englue-r , f. en- (see En- 1 ) +glu birdlime.] 

1 . trans. To fasten down or close with, or as 
with, glue. lit. and Jig. 

1393 Gower Conf. III. 312 He sighe and redy fonde This 
coffre made and well englued. c 1430 Lydg. Bochas 11. 
xxviii. (1554) 65 a, And that theyr iyen by none yllusions 
Be not englued. 1475 Caxton Jason 81 But whan their 
mosels ben englued. 

b. To attach, connect closely. Jig. 

1x430 Lydg. Bochas vi. xii. (1554’) 159 a, Euery surfet en- 
glued es to other And one misrule bringeth in an other. 

2 . To fix to the spot, as (a bird) with birdlime ; 
hence, to ensnare, fascinate. 

1393 Gower Conf. I. 331 He hath my lady so engleued 
She woll nought that he be remeued. c 1430 Lydg. Bochas 
11. xxx. (1554) 66 b, Deceit, that . . Folkes englueth. 

Bnglixt (englzrt), v. arch. Forms: a. 5 en- 
glot, 6 engloutte, 6- engiut. &. 6 inglutte, 
7, 9 inglut. [Really two words : (T) ad. OF, en- 
glotir (Fr. e ngloutir) L. ingluttire , f. in - (see 
In-) + glut tire to gulp, swaliow ; (2) f. En- 1 + 
Glut vi] 

1 . trans. To swallow, swallow up ; to gulp down. 

1491 Caxton Vitas Pair. (W. de W. 1495) 1. li. 108 a/i, 

Bounden with the boundesof the deuyll, and englotted in his 
bely. 1534 Ld. Berners Gold. Bk. M. A nr el. (1546) R viij, 
Wyll ye , . entre agayne into the swalowe of the see, for to 
engloutte you ? 1581 J. Bell H addon's A usw. Osor. 320 b 
Themselves engluttyng Partriches, Peacockes, Woodcockes, 
2607 Shaks. Timon 11. ii. 175 How many prodigall bits haue 
Slaues and Pezants This night englutted. 18x4 Cary Dante 
(Chandos) 169 Inveterate wolf ! whose gorge ingluts more 
prey. Than any beast beside. 1832 L. Hunt Transl . Wks. 
262 Night , . hath got thee; To clutch and to engiut thee. 

2 . To glut, satiate, lit. and fig. Also refil. 

1571 Ascham Scholem. 1. (Arb.) 50 Being once inglutted 
with vanitie, he will straight way loth all learning. 1593 
Nashe Christ’s T. (1613) 157 Whosoeuer englutteth him- 
selfe, is guilty of his- owne death. 16x0 H is trio-mast ix 
y. 183 To engiut Their bestiall and more brutish appetites. 
16x9 North’s Gueuara’s Diall Pr. 701/2 Hee hadde in- 
glutted himselfe with the variety of meateshee did eat at 
the feast, c 1800 Downeman R agnar L odbrach y There the 
wild beast inglutted stood. 1872 Blackie Lays Highl. 53 
Hungry war Engluts his tiger-maw. 

Hence Englu’tted, ///. a. 

1814 Cary Datite (Chandos) 86 Wretched ventricle, That 
turns th’ englutted aliment to dross. 

t Englil'te, v. Alch. Obs. [app. ad. med.L. 
*inglfitdre, corresp. to F. engluer : see Englue. 
Cf. Pr. englutiri] trans. To close with slime or 
glue; to seal up (a vessel), make air-tight; im- 
plied in Engiirting, vbl. sb. (See Enlute.) 

c 1386 Chaucer Chan. Yem, Prol. <$• T. 2x3 What sholde 
I tellen . . Of the pot and glasses englutyng (v. r. enlutyng] 
That of the Eyr myghte passe out no thyng. 1584 R. Scot 
Disc. Witcher, xiv. i. 294 Mysticall termes of art, as. .their 
subliming, arnalgaming, engluting [margmal note , enlut- 
ing]. 1692 Coles, Engluiing , gluing or glued, stopped. 

II E'TLglyiL. Sometimes in Welsh pi. englynion. 
[>A 7 elsh.J In Welsh poetry, a stanza (now always 
a quatrain) of a certain metrical structure. 

1612 Drayton Polyolbion iv. 59 In Englins some there 
were that on their subiect straine. Ibid, note p. 67 Englins 
are couplets interchanged of 16 and 14 feet called Paladiries 
and Pensels. x866 Cornh. Mag. Mar. 28 About 2000 engly- 
nion or epigrammatic stanzas. 187s Anderida I. xn. 236 
Bards, your choicest englyns sing. 

II Engobe (eng<?u-b). [Fr.] (See quot.) 

1857 Birch Anc. Pottery (18581 II. 326 An engobe or white 
coating of pipe-clay, with which the potter has covered the 
vase. 1875 Fortnum Maiolica i. 9 The translucent coat 
through which the white ‘slip* or ‘engobe’ became ap- 
parent. 

Engod, -gold, -golden: see En- pref A 1 b, 2. 
Engore (engo>u), vA Also 6 engoar, ingore, 
7 ingoar. [f. En- 1 + Gore sb.] trans. To steep 
in goTe ; to make gory, stain with blood. 

*593 Nasiie Christ’s T. (1613)39 He shall. .Oxen, Sheepe, 


Cammels, idely engore. 1397 Daniel Civ. Wares yin. ii. 
This new chosen Lord . . with the sword. .Ingor’d his new- 
worne crowne. c i6xx Chapman Iliad xn. 212 A high- 
flown eagle, .sustain’d a dragon all engor’d In her strong 
seres. Ibid. xxi. 22 iD. ) The flood blush’d to be so much 
engor’d With such base souls. _ 16x5 W. Hull Mirr. of 
Maiestie 86 This bloud, wherewith I am ingoared. c x8oo 
Downman R agnar Lodbrach in Evans O. Ball. Ill, iv. 1x3 
With hunger keen the trenchant sword Wide the Scarfian 
rocks engor’d. 

Hence Engo*red, ppl. a. Obs. 

1602 Return fr. P amass, n. v. iv. (Arb.) 69 There shall 
engoared venom be my inke, 

t EngO're, v~ Obs. rare. [f. En- 1 + Gore vi] 
trans. To gore, wound deeply; fig. to ‘goad’, 
infuriate. Hence Engo-red, ppl. a 
x59 ° Spenser F. Q. ii. via. 42 As salvage Bull . . When 
rancour doth with rage him once engore. Ibid. in. v. 28 
By the, great persue which she there pereeav’d ; Well hoped 
shee the beast engor’d had beene, 1596 Ibid. iv. ix. 31 
As when an eager mastiffe once doth prove The tast of 
bloud of some engo red beast. 

Engorge (engfnid,^, V. Also 6 ingurge, 6 8 
ingorgs. [a. F. engorge- r, f. en in + gorge Gorge, 
throat.] 

1 . trans. To fill the gorge of; to gorge, feed or 
fill to excess; chiefly refl. Also (rarely ) intr. for ref. 

Prob. first used tin Eng.) with ref. to hawks ; see Gorge. 
15x5 Barclay Egloges n. {1570} A vj/x A birde well in- 
gorged kepes well her nest. 1549 Coverdale Erasm. Par. 

1 Cor. viii. 4 Engorge and pamper vppe themselues with 
flesh offered to idolles. 1557 North Diall of Princes 62 a, 
To ingurge themselves with wyne. 2603 Holland Plutarch’s 
Mor. 1213 You sit downe to meat, .but touch not one dish, 
leaving them afterwards for your servants to engorge_ them- 
selves therewith. 1667 Milton P. L. ix. 791 Greedily she 
ingorg’d without restraint. 

Jig. a 1559 Dolman in M irrour for Magistr. < 1 568 ) N 8 b, 
With pleasures cloyed, engorged with the fyll. 1689 T. 
Plunket Char. Gd. Commander 16 A Cur engorged with 
asperity, 

b. transf. in passive '. To be filled to excess, 
crammed. Chiefly Path, of animal tissues or 
organs : To be congested with blood. 

xS99 Broughton's Lett. i. 6 Virulent letters .. ingorged 
with impudent lies. 1632 Lithgow Trav.x, 499 The Riuers 
are ingorged with Salmond. 1834 J. Forbes Lacnuec’s Dis, 
Chest (ed. 4) 213 The surrounding pulmonary substance 
was red and engorged. 1869 H. Ussher in Eng. Meek. 3 Dec. 
272/2 These vessels are congested, or engorged with blood. 

2 . To put (food) into the gorge ; to devour 
greedily. Also transf. and fig. to swallow up (as 
a vortex). 

1541 Elyot Image Gov. (1556) 72 b, Also ingorgeyng 
meate upon meate. 1609 Holland A mm. Marcel, xxm. 

vi. 237 Neither doth any man, after he hath once satisfied 
his hunger, engorge superfluous meats. 1798 Month. Mag. 
VI. 366 Prepare not to ingorge The eternal pyramids. 1850 
Neale Med. Hymns 48 Engorg’d in former years, their 

I prey Must Death and Hell restore today. 

| absol. 1739 Grobianus 142 Ingorge once more. Ibid. 179 
Largely ingorge, and labour thro’ the Treat. 

Hence Engo*rged ppl. a., Engo*rger sb., En- 
gOTging vbl. sb. 

1562 Rulleyn Def, agst. Sickness, Sicke men , %-c. 65 a, 
This will not helpe to digest your ingorged full stomack. 
1598 Florio, Diuoratore , a deuourer, a glutton, an en- 
gorger. x6xx Cotgr., Ingorger , A rauener, glutton, gulch, 
ingorger. Engorgement , a glutting, rauening, deuouring, 
ingorging. 

Engorgement (eng^ud^ment). [f. Engorge 
v. +• -MENT.] a. The action of engorging, b. 
The state of being engorged, in various senses, 
esp. Path, the congestion (of a tissue or organ) 
with blood, secretions, etc. 

x6xx Speed Hist. Gt. Brit. ix. xvi. (1632) 844 The warre 
eates on still in the body of France, but not with so sharpe 
teeth, nor so full engorgement as before. 1866 A. Flint 
Princ. Med. (1880) 163 The period during which the affected 
lobe is in the state of active congestion or engorgement. 
1872 Darwin Emotions xiii. 325 The engorgement of the 
face, ears, and eyes with blood. 1873 Holland A. Bonnie. 

vii. 1 18 His aim was . . never to press to engorgement the 
receptive faculties.^ 1878 Napheys Phys. Life Woman n. 
233 Averting the violent rush of the milk . . and the conse- 
quent engorgement of the breast. x88x Raymond Mining 
Gloss., Engorgement , the clogging of a furnace. 

t Engo*tish, v. nonce-wd. [f. En- 1 + Got(h) + 
-ish.] trans. To class or designate as 1 Gothic *. 

X664 Evelyn tr. F reart’s Archit. Pref. 5 To Engotish.. 
after their own capricious humour an infinite many which 
do all pass under this appellation. 

|| K&gouement (ang^man). Also 9 engou- 
ment. [Fr. : lit. obstruction in the throat.] Un- 
reasoning fondness. 

1848 Thackeray Van. Fair xxxiv. (18 66) 280 She repaid 
Miss Crawley’s engomnent by artless sweetness and friend- 
ship. 1851 Sir F. Palgrave Norm. <$• Eng. I. Introd. 44 
Swayed by the engouement for classical literature. 

Engouled (engfrld), a. Her. [ad. Fr. engoulie, 
fem. pa- pple. of engouler, f. en in + Or. gotile 
(F. gueule ) mouth (of a beast). The mod. Diets, 
give the Fr. form engonld^.] 

An epithet applied to bends, crosses, saltiers, 
etc., the extremities of which enter the mouths of 
animals. 1830 Robson Brit. Her. Gloss, 

f Engou ted, ppl. a. Obs . Also 5 engowted. 
[? f. En- 1 + Gout drop.] ? Marked with spots like 
drops of blood. 

c 1450 Bk. Hawkyng in Ret. Ant. I. 296 This hawke is 


engowted into braell ende. *677 N. Cox Genii. Recreation 
n. <1706' 58 Her Brail feathers are engouted betwixt red 
and black. 

Engown : see En- pref. 1 1 a. 

+ Engowschede, ppl. a. Obs. rare - 1 . [Ety- 
mology and meaning uncertain : cf. OF. engousse 
stout, fleshy.] 

1 a X400 Morte A rth. 2053 A dragone engowsehede. 

Emgrace (engn ? 5 f), v. Also 7 in-, [f. En- 1 ^ 
Gkace .r/;.] fa. To introduce into favour (cf. 
ingratiate) obs. b. To put grace into. 

Hence Engra*ced, ppl. a. Engra*cer, one who 
or that which engrates 

16x0 G. Fletcher Christ’s Viet, in Farr 6'. P. Jas. I 
(1848) 74 Ingrac’t into so high a favour, a 1641 Bp. R. 
Mountagu Acts $ Monnm. (1642 235 His intent was. .to in- 
grace his service with King Herod. 1874 Pusey Lent. 
Sernt. 109 He, .made it a violence to their engraced nature, 
not to choose Him. x866 — Mirae. Prayer 5 God is its 
Engracer, its Indweller. 

t EBgra ded, ppl- (t. Her. Obs. rare— 1 . Also 
in- [L En - 1 -t Grade +. -ed.] (See quot.) 

1486 Bk. St. Alban’s , Her. Dij b, Off a cros engraylid or 
engradid. Ibid. Thei ar calde annys engradit for they ar 
made of ij colouris the wich graditly ar broght to gedir oon 
coloure into another coloure. Ibid. Diijb, Ther is also a 
partyng of armys of ij colours ingradyt. 

t Engra*3F, ingraff, v. Obs. or arch. [f. 
En- 1 , In- + Grape v ] 

1. — Engraft v. i. 

ci 420 Pallad. on hi mb. iv. 33 He . . nygh the roote in- 
graffeth his garment. 1590 Marlowe and Pt. 7 'am burl. u. 
iii, That Zoacum, that fruit of bitterness, That in the midst 
of fire is ingraff’d. a 16x7 Bayne On Efh. (1658) 140 Before 
wee engraffe a Science, wee cut it, and set it for incision. 
a 1667 Cowley Shortness Life Wks. <16881 138 Who does a 
slight and annual Plant engraff Upon a lasting stock. 

2. fig. — Engraft v. 2. 

c 1449 Pecock Repr. 563 He is ouer greet to be ingraffid 
here. 1542 Becon Chrisim. Banq . Wks. <1843) 74 He is 
‘the vine,’ in whom we being ingraffed must needs bring 
forth ^much fruit. 1561 T. Norton Calvin’s Inst. 11, 145 
He did after a certain maner engraffe them into y ’ house- 
hold of Abraham. 1605 Answ. Supposed Discov. Rom. 
Docir. §c. 46 They be matriculated and ingraffed to the 
University. 1641 Milton Ch. Discip. 1. (1851* eo How 
many surreptitious works are ingraff’d into the legitimate 
writings of the Fathers. 1660 R. Coke Pmver $ Subj. 83 
That there is a God . . is . . naturally ingraffed into the minds 
of all men. 169$ E. Welchman Husbandm. Manual (1707) 
43 There are too many, who, tho’ engraffed into the Church, 
live no better, .than many Heathens. 1739 Grobianus 224 
The better to ingraff In Mem’ry ev’ry useful Paragraph, 
b. To beget, rare. 

1864 Swinburne A talanta 963 [Children] All holy born, 
engxaffed of Tantalus. 

t e. In passive : T o be closely attached to. Ohs. 
*597 Shaks. 2 Hen. IV, 11 ii. 67 You haue beene so lewde, 
and so much ingraffed to Falstaffe. 

Hence Eng-ra-jffed, ppl. a. Exxgra’ffer, Engra*ff- 
in.gr, vbl. sb. Engra-ffment — Engraftment. 

1586 T. Rogers 39 Art. <x62x' 125 Before men be re- 
generate, they are ., not engraffed, but wild olives. 1604 
Shaks. Oth. n, iii. 145 With one of an ingraft Infirmitie. 
a 1619 Donne 1x644) Sx This first ingraffed and 

inborne desire. 1643 T. Goodwin Trial Chr, Growth 8 He 
is the ingraffer, and implanter of all the branches into this 
Vine, a 1655 Vines Lord’s Snfp. (16771 285 The one seals 
our engrafting and implanting into Christ. 1705 Stanhope 
Paraphr. III. 52 Engrafting ., incorporates one sort of 
Plant with a Tree of another, a 1638 Mede Wks. 1. xlii. 
2.-6 By their spiritual engraffment into him. 

Engraft, ingraft (en-, ingraft^, v. In 7 
pa. pple. engraften. [f. En- 1 , In- + Graft.] 

1. trans. To graft in; to insert (a scion of one 
tree) as a graft into or tipon (another). Also absol. 

a 1677 Barrow Serm. III. xxiii. (R.), Upon the wildest 
stock divine husbandry can engraft most excellent fruit. 
1701 Cunningham in Phil. Trans. XXIII. 1206 When they 
ingraft, they do not slit the Stock as we do, but cut a small 
slice off the outside of the Stock. 1732 Berkeley A Iciphr. 

I. § 14 If upon a plum-tree peaches and apricots are en- 
grafted. 1797 Holcroft tr. Stolberg’s Trav. ted, 2 I L lx. 367 
Trees, .which, by engrafting, bear two kinds of fruit. x8x6 

J. Smith Panorama Sc. Art II. 640 Pear-trees are pro- 
pagated by engrafting. . upon free stocks. 

b. ttansf. To set firmly in. 

1793 Smeaton Edystone L. § 83 The foundation stones of 
every course were engrafted into, or rather rooted in the 
rock. Ibid. § 245 A socket, whereby the courses would have 
been mutually engrafted. 

2. fig. (Often with express reference to a meta- 
phorical < tree > , 4 stock’, etc.) a. To implant 
(virtues, dispositions, sentiments) in the mind ; to 
incorporate (a thing) into a previously existing 
system or unity, (an alien) into a race or commu- 
nity; and the like. b. Const, on, upon : To super- 
add (something adventitious) to something already 
existing which serves as a basis, f c. Comm. To 
add to the stock of a trading company (cf. En- 
grafcment 3.) 

a. 1585 Abp.S andys ^SV z'w. (1841) ii4This word, .would root 
out vice and ingraft virtue. 1633 Earl M anch. A l Mondo 
(16361 203 This ardent Love engrafting me into God by her 
uniting vertue. 1634 T. Johnson tr. Parey’s Chirurg. xxiv. 
ii. (16781538 Lest that their sad. .and pensive cogitations, 
should be. .engraften in the issue. 1635 Swan Spec. M. v. 
§ 2. (1643) 161 Finding that some false tenets were engrafted 
amongst the ignorant. 1642 Rogers Naamau Ep. Ded. 3 Yet 
God hath ingrafted your Honour into another stocke. 1643 
Milton Divorce 11. iii. (1851) 70 This cannot be lesse then 
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to ingraft sin into the substance of the law, 1737 Whistow 
Josephus* Antiq. xvn. xii, § t A certain young man. .in- 
grafted himself into the kindred of Herod by the resem- 
blance of his countenance, a 1754 Fielding Remedy Afflict, 
Wks. 1775 IX. 247 Acquiring solid lasting habits of virtue, 
and ingrafting them into our character. 

to. 1667 Milton P. L. xi. 35 All his works on mee Good or 
not good ingraft, my Merit those Shall perfet, and for these 
my Death shall pay. 173 6 Berkeley App. Querist n. 
§ 106 It may., be fatal to engraft trade on a national 
bank. 1790 Burke Ft. Rev. Wks. Vi 232 You can . . in- 
graft any description of republick on a monarchy. 1800 
D uvd as in J, Owen Wellesley's Disp. 563 The addition 
made to your European infantry, .being engrafted on old 
disciplined well seasoned regiments. 1827 J. Powell De- 
vis.:* (e'd, 3) II. 245 An executory limitation [is] engrafted on 
an alternate contingent remainder in fee on another. 1839 
Alison Hist. Europe 11849-50' I. Introd. § 18 On the de- 
cayed stock of urban liberty they ingrafted the vigorous 
shoots of pastoral freedom. 1855 Macaulay Hist. Eng. 
II I. 524 A bill of pains and penalties, .should be . . engrafted 
on the Bill of Indemnity. 1881 Grant Cavteronians I. i. 
14 It had been added to, or engrafted on, the tall, old, 
square baronial tower. 

C. 1697 Luttrell Brief Re/. .( 1857' IV.' 164 Whether they 
would admit talleys and their own notes to be engrafted 
upon their stock. 

3 . To graft (a tree!, to furnish with a graft. 

■ 1794 Martyn Rousseau’s Bqt.v ii, 73 Fruit-trees are some- 
what in the same case, by being ingrafted. 

fb. To introduce small-pox vims into (a per- 
son’s system) ; - Inoculate. Oh. 

1717 Lady M. W. Montague Lett (1887) I. 228 The boy 
was engrafted last Tuesday. . I cannot engraft the girl, 
fingraftatioil (engrafts -Jan), rare. [f. prec. 
4* -ATi on.] The action of engrafting. 

1816 G. S. Faber Origin Png. Idol. II. 432 Engraftation. 
1817 — Eight Dissert. (1845) I II. 372 Ingraftation. a. 1853 
Robertson Serm. Ser. iv, xxviil 213 The result of that eri- 
graftation was, that the fruit, .savored partly of the new 
graft, and partly of the old stock. 

! Engrafted (engrcrfted), ppl. a. ff. Engraft 
v. + -ED h] In the senses of the vb. lit. and fig. 
f Engrafted holding: *= Emphyteuss, 
c 1600 Shaks. Sonn. xxxvii, I make my love engrafted to 
this store. x6xx Bible Jots. i. 2t Receiue with meeknesse 
the engrafted word. . 1657 Austen Fruit Trees n. 21 The 
Tree is certainly good, an ingrafted Tree. 1721 Land. Gaz. 
No. 5934/2 The Proprietors of the ingrafted stock are re- 
quired to make the Payment of 3/. per cent, 1763 J. Brown 
Poetry ty Mus. xi. ( x 763 v 186 On their first Entrance into 
Rome, these dramatic Shews were no longer in their natural, 
but in an ingrafted State, c 1766 Burke Tracts Popery 
Laws Wks. IX. 391 The Romans., therefore invented this 
species of engrafted holding. 1807 J. E. Smith Phys. Bot. 
35 He found a layer of new wood under the engrafted bark. 

t Engra'fter. Ops. [f. as prec. + -jbr.] One 
who engrafts. 

_ 1721 R. Keith tr. T. a Kempis ’ SolUoq. Soul xvl. 235 He 
is the Lover and the I ngrafter of Cleanness. 

Engrafting (engrcrftiq), vbl, sh. [f. Engraft s. 
+ -1NG'.] The action of the verb Engraft in 
various senses. 

1667 Phil Trans. II. 553 The curious engrafting of 
oranges. 1717 Lady M. W. Montague Lett. I. xxxv. 130 
The small-pox. .is here entirely harmless by the invention 
of ingrafting, which is the term they give it. 

Engraftment (engra-ftment). Also in-, [f. 
as prec. + -MBNT.] 

1 . The action of engrafting, lit. and fig. Also 
cotter, the shoot engrafted, a graft. 

1647 M. Hudson Div. Right Govt. 11. x. 165 The engraft- 
ment and plantation of Christian principles in the heart of 
an Infidel, a 1743 Savage Ep. Dyer 46 Those trees .. 
Which from our own engraft raent fruitful rise. 1745 tr. 
Columella! s Hush. iv. xxix, I engaged to- give directions 
about ingrafting of vines, and preserving the ingraftments. 
1774 Bp. Halifax A nap Rom. Law (17951 Pref.21 The laws 
of England have received great improvements by ingraft- 
ments from the Roman . 1837 Whittock Bk. Trades (1842) 
370 The consequent ingraftment of Norman French upon 
the previous Saxonish dialects. 1858 Sat Rev. 14 Aug. 
166/1 On that fatal day [Bosworth Field] the White Rose 
withered for ever, and he cannot stomach its engraftmen t on 
the rival stalk. j 

f 2 . « Inoculation. Oh. Cf. Engraft v. 3 b. 
1722 Nettleton Inoculation \x\ Phil Trans. XXXII. 
210 This Distemper is raised by an Ingraftment. from the 
Small Pox. 

1 3 . The issuing of additional stock in a trading 
/ company. Ohs, ■ Cf. Engraft v. .2 c. ■ 

1721 Loud. Gaz. No. 5934/3 The 7/. per cent, which was 
due. .pursuant to the Terms of the Ingraftment.- .'1776 Adam 
Smith IV. N. I. n. ii. 319 The Bank was allowed to enlarge 
its capital by an engraftment of 1,001,171/. 10s. 

+ Engra'fture. Oh. In 7 ingrafture. [f. 
as prec. + -urje.] The action of engrafting; the 
state of being engrafted. 

1654 Warren Unbelievers 104 It is compared to an in- 
grafture of a branch in a tree. 1658 Bp. Reynolds Lord's 
Sapp, xi. We often read, .of his more peculiar presence with 
and in Ills people, and of our spiritual ingrafture into him 
by faith. ; ’ 

Engrail (engrM), v . Forms : a. 4-5 en- 
grela, 5 engreyl, -grale, 6-7 engraile, -ayl, 6- 
engrail. £. 5 ingray 1, 6-7 ingrail, -ale, -eyl, 
(6 ingrele). [ME. engrde , a. OF. engresle-r 
(mod.F. engrtler ■), commonly believed to be f. en- 
(see En-T J rgre$U y grUe hail. . , 

■ The original sense would thus he 4 to pit or indent as 
by a shower of hail' The writer of the Book of St. Albans 
(see quot. 1486 s; v. Engrailed) supposed that the word was 


derived fromgree (L. gradus) step, and hence he gives ?«- 
gradatns. as :the Lat. equivalent of ‘.engrailed,’ ■ Cf. En- 
GRADED.j . ■ •, ' ■ ■ 

1 . a. Her. To indent the edge of (an ordinary) 
with ‘a series of 'contiguous curvilinear notches, 
b. Hence gen. to ornament the edge of (anything) 
with an indented pattern of this kind. 

Almost exclusively in pa. pple. : see Engrailed ppl a. 

c 1420 A nturs of A rth. xl, With his griffuris of gold en- 
grelet fuile gay. a 1440 Sir Degrev. 1030 He beres in cheef 
of azour Engrelyd with a satur [i.e. saltire], c 1500 Sc. 
Poem Her. 136 in Q. Eliz. Acad. 99 The ; first, hole croce ; 
the tother, engrelit be. 1572 Bossewell Armorie n. 27 
The quarters in the division of theEscocheonbe engrayled. 
1605 Camden Rem. (16371 214 They bare for their Armes 
Argent a Bend ingreyled Gules. 1695 Lond. Gaz. No. 3081/4 
A Lyon Rampant with Ermine in a border ingraFd. _ 3766 
Porny Heraldry Gloss., Engrailed, This word signifies a 
thing the hail has fallen upon, and broken off the edges, 
like the leaves of a tree notched .by hail-stones. 1840 Bar- 
ham Ingot Leg. Pref. 4 The Ingoldsby escutcheon, a saltire 
engrailed Gules. 1864 Boutell Heraldry Hist. * Pop . xv. 
<ed. 3) 186 They also engrail the pend itself. _ 1877 W . Jones 
Finger-ring L, 248 A curious ring was exhibited. .It is en- 
grailed. 

2. transf. To give a serrated appearance to ; for- 
merly sometimes, to roughen, render prickly. 

1576 Newton tr .Lemnie's Complex. 2 86 Their bodyes . . en- 
grayled with lothsome blisters. 1594 Nashe Unfort. Trav. 
53 The eighth had all his armour throughout engrayled like 
a crabbed brierie hawthorne bush. 16x2 Drayton Poly-olb. 
xxix. (1748) 380, ! I the river Wear] indent the earth, and 
then I it engraile With many a turn and trace. i66x Morgan 
Sph. Gentry 1. ii. 23 Ingraling the earth by. the waved lines 
of water. 1832 Tennyson Palace Art xxix, Or over hills 
with peaky tops en grad'd. 

f 3. To indent, sculpture in intaglio. Ohs. 

1548 Hall Chron. Hen. VIII , 73 A fountayne of enbowed 
woorke, gylte withfine gold, and bice, ingrayled with anticke 
woorkes. 1566 Drant Horace Sat. m. Fviij b, The execu- 
tours of Staberie engraylde on his grave, What were his 
ample legaces. 1567 Ibid., A rte Poet. B v, Lawes to ingrale 
in during 'brasse. 1577 Stanyhurst Descr. Ire l in Holin- 
shed Chron. VI. 26 The famous conquest of so woorthie a 
potentate should be ingrailed in perpetuall memorie. 1602 
Fulbecke Pandects 6 3 Their countenances were resembled 
and engrailed in thdir Armorie. 

t4. ?To variegate, adorn with mixture of colours. 

In the first two quots. possibly: To surround with an in- 
dented border, 

1483 in Antiq. Repcrt, (1807) I. 50 Rede cloth engreyled 
with vj yerdes of white woolen cloth. 1548 Hall Chron. 
(1809) 516 Cloth of golde set with redde roses ingreyled with 
gold of brou derye. c x6ix Chapman Iliad xxm. 761 /Eacides 
then shows, .a caldron new, engrail’d with twenty hues. 

5. In mod. poetry sometimes used for : To orna- 
ment with (metal V 

It is not clear whether any more definite sense is intended 
in the examples here quoted. 

1814 Southey Roderick 1, White turbans, glittering 
armour, shields engrail’d With gold. 1823 Bowles Grave 
Last Sax. iv. 552 The lion ramps Upon his mailed breast, 
engrailed with gold. 1870 Bryant Iliad I. x. 318 The car 
Engrailed with brass. 

Engrailed (engr^-id ),///. a. [f.. Engrail vi] 

1. (See Engrail v. i.) a. Her. Of an ordinary : 
Having a series of curvilinear indentations in the 
edge. b. gen. Of the edge of any object, of a 
line, a circle, etc. : Ornamented with a series of 
curvilinear indentations. C. Of a coin : Having 
a margin formed by an engrailed circle, or with a 
ring of dots. d. Entom. Engrailed moth, Teph- 
rosia biundularia ; Small engrailed moth, T. 
crepuscularis (Newman Brit. Moths 66 ). 

? a 1400 Morte Art k. 4183 He had sothely for-sakene ]>e 
sawturoure engrelede. i486 Bk. Sf . Albans, Her. E ij b, 
Sych a bordure is calde a bordure ingraylit for the colowre 
of hym is put gre hygre into the felde of tharmys. 1830 E. 
Hawkins Anglo- Fr. Coin. 128 Legend . .within two con- 
centric engrailed circles. 1848 Rickman Goth. Archil, xx. 
The pail-head, and engrailed ornaments. 1856 Smyth 
Rom. Fam. Coins 07 A well struck engrailed coin of ex- 
cellent workmanship. 1871 W. H. Turner Publ. Hart 
Soc. V, 86 A cross engrailed between four water bougets. 

1 2. (See Engrail v. 3 .) Incised, carved in in- 
taglio. Oh. 

1784 J. Barry Led. Art i. (1848) 69 The intaglio or en- 
grailed figures on our Gothic tombs. 

f Engrai ling, vhl. sh. Oh. [f. as prec. + 
-ing !.] The action of the verb Engrail. Also 
concr. an engrailed edge. 

i486 Bk. St Albans, Her. C vj a, This engraylyng is no 
propur iangage aftir the sight of thys cros, hot rather an 
endentyng. x6n Cotgr., Engreslnre, an ingrayling, or 
intieckmg ; a kind of small indent ing.. in a coat of Armes. 
1753 Hogarth Anal Beauty x.61 Those regular engralings 
(as the heralds express itv which displeased the eye before. 
1784 J, Barry Led, A rt iii. 11848) 150 This ridiculous carved 
work and engrailing. 

Engrai lment. [f. as prec. +-ment.] a. Her. 
The state of being engrailed or indented in curved 
lines* b. The: engrailed circle round the margin 
of a coin, etc. 

1856 Smyth AWl Fa%n. Coins 31 The laureated and ring- 
letted prpfile of Apollo within an engrailment. . 

Engrain, ingrain (en-, ingr^-n), v. Also 
4 engreyne, 6 engrene. [f. En- 1 , In- -f Grain. 

Palsgr. 1530 gives a Fr. engrainer .tp dye. The' word, 
whether first formed in Fh or Eng., was suggested by the 
Fr, phrase engraine 1 adapted in Eng. as ingrain) where 
graine means the cochineal dye. H ence to engrain and to 


dye in grain meant originally to dye with cochineal, and 
subsequently to dye- in any. fast colour. But alterw.ards 
they came to be associated with the word^mAt, a. Fr. grain 
the, ‘ fibre.’ or minute structure of a thing ; so that in mod! 
use ‘to dye in (the. grain’ means to impregnate the very 
substance , of the material with the dye, to dye the wool 
before it is woven ; and the present senses of the vb. engrain 
have distinct reference to grain ‘ minute structure.’ On the 
whole the form engrain is now preferred to ingrain ; see 

however the note on Engrained ///. «.] 

T 1. irons. To dye scarlet or crimson with cochi- 
neal ; hence, to dye in fast colours, dye in grain. 
Also transf. and fig. Ohs. ox arch. 

Already regarded as an archaism in Spenser’s time, as the 
glossary to Shep. Cal. explains engrained by ‘ dyed in grain.’ 

a. 1377 Langl. P. PL B. 11. 15 Hire robe was ful riche 
of red scarlet engreyned. 1465 Mann. <§* Househ. Exp. 162 
Fyne crymysyne engreyned. 1502 Arnolde Chron. (1811) 
264, I delyuered my clothes engrened to Mayster Foster. 
1532-3 Act 24 Hen. VIII, c. 13 Clothe of the colours of 
scarlet, crimosen, or violet engrayned. 1579 Spenser 
Sheph.CaL Feb- 131 With Leaues engrained in lusty greene. 
1391 — Virgils Gnat 666 The Rose engrained in pure scarlet 
die. 1596 Fitz-geffray Sir F. Drake (1881) 35 His worth 
in honours purest dye engraine. 

p. 1361 Daus tr. Bullinger on Apoc. (1573) 144 b They 
shall not be clothed in soft or precious apparell, as veluet, 
sattin, or damaske, or crimosme ingrayned but in sacke- 
cloth. 1597 Daniel Civ. Wares u. cxvii, Our fields in- 
grayn’d with blood. 1607 Topsell Serpents (1653) 695 A 
colour in-grained with the dung of a Crocodile. 1674 N, 
Fairfax Bulk Selv. xqx.lt being true blew Gotham or 
Hobbes^ ingrain’d. ,1855 Singleton Virgil I. 163 Milesian 
wools, .ingrained With Tyrian crimsons. 

2. To cause (a dye) to sink into the texture of 
a fabric ; to work (a foreign substance) into the 
‘fibre’, the intimate structure of anything. Chiefly 
fig. to implant ineradicably (habits, convictions, 
prejudices, tastes) in a person. 

a. a 1641 Bp. R. Mountagu Acts 4 Monnm. (1642) 129 
When the spots are engrained, and will not out by scour- 
ing, etc. 1820 Scott Ivankoe xxxv. The stain hath be- 
come engrained by time and consuetude. <21862 Buckle 
Civiliz 11873) III. 1* 43 With such force had the circum- 
stance just narrated engrained superstition in the Scotch 
character. 1862 Max Muller Chips (1880) I. ix. 184 The 
feeling, .is so deeply engrained in human nature. 

jj. 1746-7 Hervey Medit. (1818)42 Evil habits, .thoroughly 
ingrained in the disposition. 1878 N. A mer. Rev. CXX V I L 
20 This republicanism the Talmudists have ingrained in 
him. 

3. In passive : To be indelibly marked with. 

1863 Baring-GoULD Iceland 160 A post very old, and in- 
grained with filth. 

4. f a. To give a certain kind of texture to (oh, 
rare~ x ). b. nonce-tise . To form a granular sur- 
face on (the skin). 

1593 Nashe Christ’s T. (1613) 147 She was wont in Asses 
milke to bathe her, to engraine her skin more gentle, plyant, 
delicate and supple. 1862 Burton Bk.-Hrmter 32 The 
countless little wrinkles which engrained his skin. 

f Engrarn, v A Oh. rare- 1 , [ad. F. engrener, 
£ en- (see En- prefP) + grain lit. ‘grain’) 
intr. Of a toothed wheel, etc. : To fit into a cor- 
responding toothed piece of machinery. 

a 1774 Goldsmith Exper. Philos. (1776) II. 52 By means 
of the toothed wheel F epgraining in the toothed rack Dd. 
Engrained., ingrained (en-, ingr^-nd), 
ppt. a. [f. Engrain v. * + -ED L In the ppl. adj. used 
attrib., though not in the vb-, the form with in- is 
more common than that with en-. In sense 2 the 
word is often heard with secondary (sometimes 
even with primary) stress on the prefix 
f 1 . Dyed in grain : see Engrain vP 

1399 Marston See. Villanie 1. iv. 189 Ingrain’d Habits, 
died with often dips, Are not so soone discoloured. 

b. fig. with sbs. characterizing persons : Tho- 
roughly permeated with the characteristic quali- 
ties ; thoroughgoing, incorrigible- Cf. ‘a rogue 
in grain’. 

1630 Rutherford Lett xii. (1862) I. 62 The bloody 
tongues, crafty foxes, double ingrained hypocrites shall 
appear as they are. 1713 IVodrow Corr. (18431 II. 53 Multi- 
tudes of engrained enemies of the succession, under the 
cloak of the Abjuration, served the interests of the Pre- 
tender. 1837 Mayhew Lond. Labour 1 . 329 Many in- 
grained beggars certainly use the street trade as a cloak for 
alms-seeking-; 1870 Lowell Among my Bks. Ser. 1. (1873) 
277 He is an ingrained sceptic. 

2. Of a dye, or foreign matter of any sort : Wrought 
into the inmost texture of something. Chiefly Jig: 
of habits, sentiments, prejudices : Deeply rooted, 
inveterate. 

1843 Gladstone in For. 4 Col Q. Rev. II. 567 Deeply 
engrained mischiefs and corruptions. 1853 Bain Senses 4 * 
Int. 11. i. § 22 (1864)109 A receiver of posted letters acquire? 
an engrained sensibility to half an ounce. 1867 Smiles 
Huguenots 'Eng. viii (1880) 140 The engrained absolutism 
and egotism of Louis XIV. .were at their acme from his 
earliest years. 1853 Singleton Virgil ll. 142 From others, 
underneath the wasteful gulf. Their ingrained wickedness 
is washed^ away, Or is burnt out by fire. 1866 Kingsley 
Hereto, vii. 129 It had its usual ingrained element of cantl 
1869 Echo 20 Mar., His sinewy hands have got an odd, grimy 
appearance, as of ingrained coal-dust. 

Hence Bng’rai'iiedly 

1869 A thenseum 16 Oct. 495 She is a liar by instinct and by 
principle— designedly and Undesignedly a- liar ; an utterly, 
lngrainedjy untrue creature. 

f Engrarner, ingrarner. [f. as prec. rr 
-ER.]: One who engrains, 


E’jNTGrRAIaEE. 

1805 Ann. Ret>. III. 17 Chemistry may hope one day to 
publish the scarlet dyer’s vade-mecum, or every man his own 
ingrain er. 

1 33 ngra*lee, a * & cr ' Obs. [a. OF. engralU 
(mod. engrele) : see Engrail vi] - Engrailed. 

1572 Bossewell Wks,Armorie 11. 27 b, To beare the same 
(colours] plaine, and neither engralee, rasie, enueckie or 
dentellie. 

Engrand : see En- prefi . 1 2. 
t Engra'ndize, -ise, v. Obs. Also y in- 
grandxzs. [a. Er. engrandiss- extended stem of 
engrandi-r , ad. It. ingrandire late L. mgran- 
dire , £ in- (see In-) +grandi-s great (see Grand). 
Cf. Aggrandize.] trans. To make great, in- 
crease in estimation, importance, power, rank, or 
wealth. 

1625 in Rushw. Hist. Coll. (1659) *59 Curing the Kings 

Evil.. a device to ingrandize the vertue of Kings when 
Miracles were in fashion. 1653 A. 'VVilshn Jas. /, 55 To in- 
grandize all, the King created him. .Viscount Rochester. 
1670 G. H. Hist. Cardinals 1. in. 95 He engrandiz d his own 
Nephews amongst them. Ibid. hi. i. 225 Alexander, .en- 
deavoured what he could to ingrandize the Title of Cardinal. 
1883 tr. A llocution Pope Leo JCIII in Daily News 1 Sept. 
2/2 Many.. who are led away by the idea of constituting 
and engrandising the nation. 

Hence Engramdizing. vbl. sb. and ppl. a. 

1670 G. H. Hist. Cardinals n. in. 192 He began, .to bend 
his mind to the ingrandizing this Kinsman. 1653 A. Wilson 
Jus. /, 52 With this Ingrandizing Title the King added a 
great Revenue. _ 1657 Reeve God's Pled 83 Elate, .imagin- 
ating, engrandising, preheminencies. 

t JSngra*Hge, v. Obs. rare- 1 , [a. F. en- 
grange-r , f. en in -r grange barn.] trans. To put 
(crops) into a barn ; to store, fill (a treasure-house). 

1480 Caxton Ovid's Met. xi. xii, Them . . 1 shall enrych, 
and shall engrange theire tresoure with fruyt delytable. 

Engrape: see Ex- pref . 1 1 b. 

Engr apple, variant of Ingrapple v. Obs. 
Engrasp (engra/sp), v. [f. En- 1 + Grasp.] 
tram. To take, or try to take, in one’s grasp ; to 
embrace, grasp, seize. Aho Jig. 

1593 Nashe Christ's T. (16x3) 123 Who shall engraspe and 
bound the heauens. body ? 1667 H, More Div. Dial. v. 
xviii. (17x3) 469 Without any design of engrasping great 
Mysteries, ■ 1835 Singleton Virgil I. 274 Ulysses, too . . 
engrasped The holy image. 

Engrate, var. of Ingrate v. Obs. to regrate. 

Engratiate, obs. form of Ingratiate. 

Engrave (engn’i’v), v. Pa.pple . engraved, 
engraven. Also 6-8 ingrave; pa. ppU. 6-8 
ingraved, 6-9 ingraven. [f. .E n- 1 + Grave v. ; 
after the equivalent Fr. engraver (13-17111 c.). 
(The strong pa. pple. engi'aveii is now somewhat 
archaic or formal.)] 

1 1 . trans. To sculpture ; to portray or repre- 
sent by sculpture. Obs. 

1542 Ob all Apophth. 305 b, For his surname, Cicero, he 
engraved the. figure and proporcion of a eicer. 1543 Joye 
Exp. Dan. iii. (R.), For he shall make ye no image isaithe 
the Lords) nor engrave non tnor set vp non). 1383 Lyly 
Ep, T. Watson in Poems (Arb.) 30 Lysippus engraued 
Vulcan with a streight legge. 1377-87 Holinshed Ckron. 
III. 904/2 The kings my predecessors and ancestors, whose 
pictures are ingrauen and set heere in order within this hall. 
1391 Siiaks. 1 Hen. VI, u. ii. 15 Vpon the which Shall be 
engrau'd the Sacke of Orleance. 1614 Raleigh Hist. 
World 11. 312 His Sepulchre remained in S. Hierome's 
time, and over it the Sunne engraven. 

1 2 . a. To cut into (a hard material) (obs. rare). 
b. To mark by incisions; to inscribe with in- 
cised characters ;■ to ornament with incised marks. 

1390 Spenser F. Q. m. viii. 37 That seemes rough masons 
hand with engines keene Had long while laboured it to 
engrave. x66x Lovell Hist. Anim. fy Mm. Introd., Others 
that yeeld to iron may be Ingraven. 1839 Smiles Self- 
help v. 104 To engrave spoons and forks with crests and 
ciphers. 1832 Tennyson CEnone 72 Behold this fruit, whose 
gleaming rind ingrav'n * For the most fair '. 

3 . a. To carve (an inscription, figures, etc.) upon 
a surface ; hence, to record by engraved or incised 
letters ; also Jig. f b. To make (wounds, cavities) 
by incision. 

a. 1542 U ball Apophth. 42 A golden aple with this poysee 
written or engraved about it. Ibid. We have perfect® 
knowelage of no more then is engraven in our memorie. 
1578 Banister Hist. Man 1. 24 The first & extremest ribbes 
• • haue likewise lesser cauities or gutters, to their sub- 
staunce engraued. 1594 Greene Selimns Wks. 1881-3 XIV. 
283 But we shall soone with our fine tempered swords. 
Engrave our prowesse on their burganets, x6oo Holland 
Livy 127 iR.) The decern virall lawes, they set up openly to 
be seene, engraven in brasse. 1766 Goldsm. Vic . W. ii. 
(1857) 6 As he had engraven upon his wife’s tomb. 1802 
Mar. Edgworth Moral T. f r8x6 * L xii. 04 His coat of arms 
engraven upon the seal, 1870 Hawthorne Eng. Note-bks. 
(1879) II. 43 A cross engraven along its whole length, 

p. 1557 W. T. (Genev.) Epist. *iij, In all partes of the 
worlde, he . .as it were ingraued the glorie of his might. 
1626 G. Sandys Om'd’s Met. xii. 251 -The fatall steele . . he 
waues Deepe in his guts, and wounds on wounds ingraues. 
*663 Gerbier Counsel 41 The old Carver, - had ingraven bis 
own Name and Portraiture, .in the Shield of Pallas. 1684 
Runyan Pilgr. ir. 63 I f their Crimes had been ingraven in 
some Plate of Iron or Brass. 1738 Wesley Short Hymns 
(1762)' I. 355 Ingraven with an iron pen My name upon Thy 
hands is seen. 

c. Jig. To impress deeply ; to fix indelibly. 

a- 1309 Hawes Past. Pleas, xxx. xii, In my mynde . . I 
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had engraved Her goodly countenaunce. 2633 G. Herbert 
Temple , Nature iii, O smooth my rugged heart, and there 
Engrave thy rev’rend law. 2790 Burke Fr. Rev. Wks. 
V, 56 Whose penetrating style has engraved, .in our hearts 
the words and spirit of that immortal law. 1873 Ouseley 
Mus. Form iii. 30 To engrave them on his memory. 

. p. 1313 More Rich. Ill 11641) 240 By love or by grudge 
ingraved and imprinted in your heart. 1622 Drayton Poly - 
oil. i. 2 And in your dreadful! verse ingrau’d the prophecies. 
a 1619 Fotherby Atheom. 1. vii. § 2 (1622) 52 It is naturally 
ingrauen into the mindes of all men, to beleeue There is a 
God. a 1649 Drumm. of Hawth. Jas. V> Wks. {X71X} 115 
A prince’s name is surer preserved, and more ingraven in 
paper than in. .rusting medals. 

4 . To represent (a figure, landscape, etc.) by 
lines incised upon metal plates (in mod. use, also 
by lines carved in relief on wood blocks) with, the 
view of reproducing it by printing. Also absol. 

1667 Evelyn Mem. (1857} IIL 199 Cause the best of your 
statues . , to be . . engraven in copper. 2672 Pe'ity Pol. 
Anat. 11691) 59 He hath caused distinct Maps to be made 
of every Barony, .engraven in Copper. 1683 Ray Carr. 
(1848) 132 Whether he designs to engrave and publish any 
of those icons. 17x0 Hearne Collect. (.Oxf. Hist. Soc.) 20 
Dr. Saeheverell’s Picture has been ingrav’d several Times. 
2728 R. Morris Ess. Anc. Arckit. Advt., Prospects of the 
Church and Monuments curiously engraven. 1821 R. Tur- 
ner Arts # Sc. ied. x8) 73 How do people engrave on 
wood ? 1827-32 J. M. W. Turner (title) Picturesque Views 
in England and Wales, engraved by the best artists. 

Engrave, var. Ingrave obs., to entomb. 
Engraved, ppl. a. [f. Engrave v. + -ED 1 .] 
In the senses of the verb. 

1557 N. T. (Genev.) Heh. i. 3 Which Sonne beyng the 
bryghtnes of the glorie, and the ingraued forme of his per- 
sonne. 1361 T. Norton Calvin’s Inst. r. 29 b, Should very 
vnproprely yea fondly be called the engraued form of him. 
1837 Penny Cycl. IX. 439/1 One of the first books illustrated 
with designs on engraved plates was the production of 
Italian artists. 

t Engra'vement. Obs. Also 7 ingrave- 
ment. [f. Engrave v . + -ment.] The action of en- 
graving ; that which is engraved, an incised figure 
or inscription ; also Jig. an imprint, record, trace. 

X604 Broughton Corrupt. Hand 1 . Relig. 99 The Patriarks 
engrauement in the twelv stones. 16x7 Jana a Ling. 1x8 
Ingrauements in cleere plates endure long. 1637 J. Rutter 
tr. Corneille’s Cid 1. i, The furrowes in his forehead seem 
to be Th’ ingravements of his noble actions. X727 De Foe 
Syst. Magic 1. vi. 141 If such writing or engravement were 
made by Cham. 

t Engra*ven, ppl. a. Obs. Also 6- 7 in-, 
[str. pa. pple. of Engrave vi] = Engraved. 

X583 Harsnet Semn. Ezek. (1658; 130 God . . had his Son, 
the Ingraven Image of his Father. 1388 F kaunck Lawlers 
Log. 1. i. 2 That ingraven gift and facultie of wit and reason. 
1593 Tell-trotkes N. V. Gi/t (1876) 34 But engrauen 
thoughtes will not be rubbed forth. 1642 Rogers Naaman 
535 Was not the Temple full of Lyons and Cherubims, and 
ingraven forms? 2688 R. Holme Armoury in. 325/2 I have 
procured, .some, .since my former engraven ones. 

t Engra-ven, v. Obs. Also 7 in-, [perh. f. 
prec. ; perh. an alteration of Engrave, due to 
analogy of vbs, with prefix En- 1 and suffix -en 5 .] 
= Engrave, lit. and fig. 

1605 Camden Rem . 27 A name which was ingravened in the 
revestiarie of the Temple. 1650 T. Bayly Herba Parietis 
59 To engraven a similitude. X704 Gentleman Instructed 
250 (D.) Our Maker . . has also engraven’d the knowledge of 
Himself in our souls. 17x3 Land. Gaz. 5165/4 Lost . .Two 
silver Trencher Plates of Her Majesty’s Engraven’d A. R. 

t Eiigra'vening, vbl. sb. Obs. [f. Engraven 
v. + -jnu *.} The action of the verb Engraven; 
the characters in which anything is engraved. 

1645 Rutherford Tryal <$• Tri. Faith (1845) 12 The en- 
gravening of free grace. 1655 Gurnall Chr. in Arm. 1. 129 
These places whose engravening is too curious to be long 
pored on by a weak eye. 

Engraver (engr^-vui). Also 6-8 ingraver, 
[f. Engrave v. + -er.] 

1 . One who engraves ; one whose business it is to 
cut devices, figures, or letters in wood, metal, stone, 
etc. Now often spec, one who eDgraves pictures on 
metal or wood from which prints are to be taken. 

1386 T. B. La Primmed. Fr. A cad. 11. (1594^ 47 From what 
paterns doe Painters and Ingrauers take the fashion and 
forme of those Images and pictures. r6xx Bible Exod. 
xxxviil. 23 Aholiab, son of Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan, 
an engraver. xS66_Pepys Diary 26 Mar. To see the famous 
engraver, to get him to grave a seal for the office. 1690 
Temple Ess. Heroic Virtue Wks. 1731 1 . 215 This Odin was 
. .the first Engraver of the Runick Letters or Characters. 
1703 Hearne Collect. 18 Aug. (Oxf. Hist. Soc.) I. 30 Cole 
the Ingraver, a 1779 Warburton Lett. Liter-ary Properly 
(R.t, Could we easily think that a printseller or engraver 
should be able to obtain that for his baubles ? i 8 i$Scribble- 
omania 192 mote\ His engraver. .undertook to procure a 
similar stone. 1863 Dickens Mut. Fr. 1. vii. His eyes are 
like the over-tried eyes of an engraver. 

2 . An engraving tool, a graver, rare. 

1821 Craig Led. Drawing vii. 371 The implements for 
this species of art are five or six engravers of various lengths 
and thicknesses, 

f Engra'very. Obs, Also 6-7 ingravery, 
-ie. [f. as prec. : see -ery.] The art or work of 
the engraver ; concr. the productions of the en- 
graver’s art; also (rarely) an individual work of 
the kind, a piece of engraving. 

1366 Painter Pal. Pleas. <x8..) II. 533. x6xx Cotgr., 
M anequinage, anti eke ingrauerie, or caruing, in Wainscot,' 
or Stone-worke. 1638 Baker tr. Balzac's Lett. 1,1654) IV. 


EN GRIEVE. 

44 He hath in charge to present you with my ..small In- 
gravery. 1676 Phil. Trans. XL 554 The Cabinets, copper 
Cuts and Engravery of Monsieur de Marolles. <2x682 Sir 
T. Browne Tracts 4 They wonder to find the art of in- 
gravery so ancient upon pretious stones and signets. Ibid. 
(.1684) 210 Some handsome Engraveries and Medals. 

IlngraviHg (engr<?i*vir)), vbl. sb. [f. Engrave 

V. + -1NG 1 .] 

1 . The action of the verb Engrave ; the art of 
the engraver. 

x6ox Holland Pliny II. 569 There is in marble of his 
portraying and ingrauing, an old woman drunken. 1696 
Bp. Patrick Comm . Ex. xxxii. (1697) 632 Interpreters take 
it [a Heb. word] here for an Instrument of Engraving. 1776 
Gibbon Deal. # F. I. 397 The elegance of his designs and 
engraving. 1837 Penny Cycl. IX. 439/2 In Germany en- 
graving made more rapid strides towards excellence. 

2 . concr. That which is engraved; an engraved 
figure or inscription, rare . Also fig. a deep im- 
pression {e.g. on the mind). 

x6xx Bible Ex. xxviii. xi The worke of an engrauer in 
stone; like the engrauings of a signet. 1677 H ale Prim. Orig. 
Man. iv. vii. 355 The Fall of Man did [not] wholly raze out 
the Engravings of those common Notions. 1738-41 War- 
burton Div. Legat. iv. v. (R.\ It appears .. from the en- 
gravings on Aaron’s breast-plate, that letters were in. 
common use. 1884 Cyclist 13 Feb. 243/x Beautiful specimens 
of Doulton's ware, salad bowls and servers, with silver 
mounts and a suitable engraving. 

3 . An impression from an engraved plate. 

1803 Med. Jml . X. 187 Two painted Engravings ©f Cow- 
Pock and other Eruptions. 18x6 Singer Hist. Cards 224 
It was not until the latter part of the sixteenth century that 
engravings on copper were used as embellishments for books 
in England, i860 Sala Hogarth 117 A handsome cabinet 
of paintings, drawings, and engravings. 

t Engra*vure. Obs. rare— 1 , [f. Engrave v. 
+ -URE.J An engraving. 

17x6 Myles Davies A then. Brit. III. 90. 

1 33 ngrea*se, v. Obs. rare- 1 , [f. En-* + 
Grease, after Fr. engrazsser.^ trans. To fill 
with grease ; to fatten. 

1563-87 Foxe A. <$> M. (1843) V. 615 They are fatted and 
engreased like swine. 

t Engrea*teii s v. Obs. [f. En- 1 + Great a. +■ 
-en 5 .] trans. To make great; to increase, ag- 
grandize ; also Jig. to aggravate (an offence). 
Hence Engrea*tening vbl. sb. 

cx6x4 Cornvvallyes in Gutch Coll. Cur. I. 156 The late 
working of these conjunctions between them, to the en- 
greatning of them, and peril of us. X64X Relation Anew. 
Earl Strafford 4 He had engreatned and advanced the 
Kings Revenues, x68x Nevilf, Plato Rediv. 186 To en- 
greaten the King against the Interest and Liberty of their 
own Country. 1684 Contempl. State Man. 11. x. (1699) 
238 Sin is . . much engreatned by the circumstances which 
attend it. 

i En-gree 9 ado. Obs . Also en gre. £F. en 
gr£.~\ In good part. 

14. . Pol. Rel. $ L. Poems (1866) 38 Beseching you, Dere 
heret, as Enterly as y cane, to take en gre this poure 
gifte. c 1475 Partmay 3819 Off aduersite en-gree take the 
porte. 

Engreen : see En- prefiJ 2. 

t Engre'ge, V. Obs. Also 4 engredge, -gge. 
[ad. OF. engregier , f. late L. *ingravidre (cf. 
L. ingravdre Engrieve), f. in--rgravi-s heavy. 
See Aggrege.] trans. a. To make heavy or dull; 
hence, to harden (the conscience, heart), b. To 
increase the importance of; to aggravate. 

1382 Wyclif Ex. vii. 14 Engregid is the herte of Pharao^ 
Ibid. viii. 15 Pharao forsothe seynge that there was }eue 
rest, his herte engredgide. c 1386 Chaucer Pers. T, T 905 
Alle thise thynges after fiat they been grete or smale en- 
greggen [v.r. engregen] the conscience of man. — Melibeus 
7* 321 Everych of hem encreseth and engreggith other. 
?« 1600 Dial. betw. Clerk 4* Courtier 4 (Jam.) Ye wald lufe 
it. And not engrege the case sa hie. 

Engreif(f, Sc. var. of Engrieve v. Obs. 

Engrele, -greyl, var. of Engrail v. Obs. 

Engrene, -greyn, obs. forms of Engrain v. 

+ Engrie've, % Obs. Forms : a. 4 engreve, 
(Sc. engrief(f), 4-5 engrei ve (Sc. engrew), 6 
engreue, -eeue, 6-7 engreve, 6 - engrieve. 0 . 4 
ingTeve, 6 ingreene, -iene. [ad. OF. engrever 
L. ingravdre , f. in- (see In-) ygrav-is heavy ; cf. 
En- 1 and Grieve.] 

1 . trans. To cause grief or pain to ; to annoy, 
hurt, vex. Also absol. To do harm, be trouble- 
some... 

1375 Barbour Bruce xi. 504 Myscheif. .that suld swa en- 
greiff, That na hys vorschip suld thame releif. Ibid, xm. 
210 The scottis archeris . . Ingrevand [v.r. engrewand] thame 
so gretumly . . That that vayndist a litell we. Ibid, xx, 200 
For it, he said, mycht nocht releif. And mycht [thaim-self] 
gretly engreif. c 1400 Rom. Rose 3444 Yit no thyng en- 
greve th mee. c 1423 Wvntoun Cron, viii, xxxv. xgo He 
fiat mast engrewyt fiere. .Suld have fie grettast Prys, wyth 
fii Dat he engrewyt honestly. 15x3 Douglas AEneis x. xui 
19 Bot pryncipally Mezentyus all engrevit. x6a6 Bacon 
Sylva (1651) § 828 Aches, and Hurts, and Cornes, do Ik-' 
grieve, either towards Raine, or towards Frost. 

2 . To make grievous ; to represent as grievous ; 
to aggravate. 

*535 Cromwell Let. Gardiner in Burnet Collect. 460 
In which part ye shall somewhat engrieve the matter. 
«xgSS Bp. Gardiner in Foxe A. $ M. (1563) 734 b, To 
engreue it to be an importable burden. 1392 Conspir. Pre* 
tended Ref. 40 Seeking also to engreeue their faultes. 
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8. To make a grievance of ; to take as a ground 
of accusation or reproach. 

1577-87 Holinshed Chron. III. in 1/2 Mine owne con- 
fession is ingreeued against me. Ibid. III. 1114/1, I am 
sorie to ingreeue anie other mans doings. 

, Hence Engrie-ved, ppL a. 

2592 Spenser Vis. World s Van. 159, I gan in ray en- 
grieued brest To scorne all difference of great and small. 

t Bngri*Xi, v. Obs . rare— 1 , [f. En- 1 + Grin 
snare.] trans. To ensnare. 

1340 Ayenb, 154 Alle j>° • - habbej) zuo J>e herten en- 
grined ine J?e dyeules nette. 

Engroce, obs. form of Engross. 

• Engroehe, obs. form of Encroach. 
Engroove, ingroove (en-, ingn?v), v. [f. 
En- a , In- + Groove sb. or zc] trans. a. To work 
(something) into a groove, b. To form a groove in. 

a 1842 Tennyson Love, thou tky^ land xii, Let the change 
which comes be free To ingroove itself with that which flies. 
1880 Blackmore Mary Anerley II. iii. 39 A narrow glen, 
engrooved with sliding water. 

Engross (engmu* s ), v. Forms: a. 4 engrosy. 
5-7 engrose, 6-7 engrosse, 5 engroce, 5- en- 
gross. j9. 5-8 ingrosse, 5-7 ingrose, (5 in- 
groos), 5-6 ingroes. [Three distinct formations, 
from elements ultimately identical. (1) In senses 
i~2 a. AF. engrosse-r (med.L. ingrossare) to write 
in large letters, f. grosse — med.L. grossa large 
writing, a transcript in large letters (fem. of grossus 
large, thick: see Gross m.V (2) In senses 3-7 
f. phrase in gross , Fr. en gros — * in the lump, by 
wholesale’. AF. engrosser and Anglo- Lat. in- 
grossare in sense 3 are found- in the Statutes. (3) 
In senses 8-1 1 a. Fr. engrosser to make big, thick, 
or gross, corresp. to Pr. engrossar , Sp. engrosar , 
It. ingrossdre late L. ingrossare , f. in- (see In-) + 
gross-us stout, thick, Gross.] 

I. To write in large. 

1. trans. To write . in large letters ; chiefly, and 
now almost exclusively, to write in a peculiar 
character appropriate to legal documents ; hence , 
to write out or express in legal form. Also 
absol. 

a. [*304 Year-bks^ 32-33 Edw.I, 315 Quant une fin est 
engross^ em ne resortira james a bref ne a note chalanger.] 
£■1430 Lydg. Story Thebes 2098 ; Engrosed vp. .And enrolled 
only for witnesse In ^oure regestres. 1467 in Eng. Gilds 
(1870) 379 The actes of the 'yelde . . shullen be enacted and 
engrossed in a quayer of parchemyn. 1557 Ord. Hosfiitalls 
Fvij, The whhie accompt . . yow shall engrosse and write 
faire into a Booke. 1591 Wills £ Inv. N. C. (i860) II. 199 
For engrossing his will, twice unto paipar, after unto 
parchment. 1595 Spenser Col. Clout 636 Her name. . I will 
; . in the ground, .engrosse, And fill with stones. 1632 Star 
Chamb . Cases (1886) 164 Bampton and his wife brought 
their answere readie drawen to him and desired him to 
engrosse it. 1664-5 Pep vs Diary II. 337 The story of the 
several Archbishops of Canterbury, engrossed in vellum. 
*735 Pope Prol. Sat'. 18 A clerc. . Who pens a Stanza when 
he should engross. *8x8 G'rUise Digest v. 79 The fine being 
engrossed and completed , as a fine of Michaelmas term. 
18x8 Scott Hrt. Midi, xxiv, The Clerk of Court, proceeded 
to engross in the record the y£t unknown verdict, i860 
Forster Gr. Remonstr. 213 That the Declaration should 
be duly engrossed, and .again brought in. .the next day. 

|J. 1564 Bulleyn Dial. agst. Fetter Pest <1888) 21 Wee 
haue drawen and ingrossed his bookes. 1587 Harrison 
England n. viii. (1877) ** *7^ They will haue the bille in- 
grossed, that is to saie, put in parchment. 1600 Holland 
Livy iv. 147 - This was openly ingrossed in publicke 
Tables; __ 164074 in Rushw. Hist. Coll, in. (1692) I. 350 The 
Charge ingrossed against Inigo Jones upon the Complaint 
of the Parishioners of St. Gregories. 2660 Marvell Corr. 
Wks. 1872-5 II. vi. 25 The Bill, upon reading the amend- 
ments, was ordered to be ingrossed. 1793 Smeaton Edy- 
stone L. § 314 Instructions .. fairly ingrossed. 

+ b. Hence, to put into regular shape ; to ar- 
range (a matter). Obs. 

1430 . Lydg. Chron. Troy iv. xxxiv, To call his lordes .. 
And his lyeges to assemble yfere Fynallyto engroce this 
mattere. 1526 Skelton Magnyf. 2467 Yet, let us se thys 
matter thorowly imgrosed. 

t C. To name in a formal document, to write 
the name of ; hence, to include in a list. Obs. 

1589 N ashe in Greene Menaphon ( Arb.) Introd. 6 Mongst 
this kinde of men . . 1 can but ingrosse some deepe read 
Grammarians. 1605 Aitsw. Supposed Discov. Romish 
Doctr. 2 Engrossing him in the Catalogue of censured, 
excommunicate and denounced Hereticks. 1621 Quarles 
Argalus P.iiSjZ) 36 T’ingross their names within his 
Register. 1660 Sharrock Vegetables 2 They stand aloof 
from the knowledge of most of . the particulars therein to 
be ingrost. 

1 2. trans f To portray in large. Obs. rare— 1 . 

1538 Leland I tin. VI. 3 An High Tumbe of Marble, but 
no Image engrossid on it. 

II. To deal with ‘ in the gross’. 

+ 3. To buy up wholesale ; esp. to buy up the 
whole stock, or as much as possible, of (a com- 
modity) for the purpose of ‘ regrating ’ or retailing 
it at a monopoly price. Obs. exc. Hist. 

a 1400 in Eng. Gilds (1870) 353 No regratour ne go owt of 
town for to engrosy )?e chaffare. 1591 G. Fletcher Russe 
Commit). (1857) 9 Their nobilitie. .use to engrosse it. 1622 
Misselden Free Trade 71 Some one or few . . doe ioine 
together to engrosse and buy in a Commodity, a 1640 Day 
Pari. Bees (1881) 73 Fucus, you That engrost our Hony 
deaw, Bought wax and honey up by th’ great. 1647 May 


Hist. Pari. 1. il. 17 Disarming the people by engrossing of 
Gunpowder, .and setting so high a rate upon it. 1827 Hal- 
lam Const, Hist (1876) II. viii. 35 One man was fined and 
set in the pillory for engrossing corn. 1872 Yeats Growth 
Comm. 379 Edicts, .against engrossing the market. 

p. 1548 Cranmer Catech. 77 Forstallyng, regratyng.. 
ingrossing of marchaundise. 2622^ Malynes Anc. Law- 
Met ch. 123 Sait .. they by authoritie did ingrosse for the 
king. 1672 Marvell Rek. Transp. 1. 262 You have so in- 
grossed and bought up all the ammunition of Railing. 

+ b. with reference to land. Obs. 

17x9 W. Wood Surv. Trade 172 The false . . notion . . 
induces them to Engross great Tracts of Land. 2728 Swift 
Answ. Memorial , Grasiers .. were ready to ingross great 
quantities of land. 2767 A. Young Farm. Lett, to People 53 
Complaints are every where made of engrossing farms. 

4. trans/. and jig. + a. To get together, collect 
from all quarters ; also to engross up {obs.). b. To 
gain or keep exclusive possession of; to concen- 
trate (property, trade, privileges, functions) in 
one’s own possession (often with the notion of un- 
fairness or injury to others) ; to f monopolize’. 

a. 2596 Shaks. i Hen. IV, hi. ii. 148 Percy is but my 
Factor.. To engrosse vp glorious Deedes on my behalfe. 
2599 B. Jonson Cynthia’s Rev. iv. ii. 16 An’ you engrosse 
’hem all for your owne use. 2628 Ford Letter’s Mel. 11. i, 
You, Aretus, and I engross .. The affairs of government. 
1643 Sir T. Browne Relig. Med, n. § 5 11656) With my 
friend I desire not to share or participate, but to engrosse 
his sorrowes. 1694 Dr. Slare in Phil. Trans . XVIII. 
218 He. .engrossed all the Pyrites or Copperas-stone to 
himself, a 1740 Tjckell To Addison on Cato (R.), Too 
long hath love engross’d Britannia's stage. 2782 J. Moore 
View Soc. It. (1790) I, iii. 34 The men being allowed to en- 
gross as many women as they can maintain. 2832 Austin 
Jurispr. (1879) I. vi. 243 In most actual societies the sovereign 
powers are engrossed by a single member of the whole. 
a 1862 Buckle Civiliz, (1869) III. iv. 212 Seeing a single 
person engross the conversation. ^ 

0 . 2598 Shaks. Merry W. 11. ii. 203, I haue . . ingross’d 
opportunities to meete her. 1606 — Ant. <9* Cl. in. vii. 37 
Your Marriners are Militers, Reapers, people Ingrost by 
swift Impresse. 2642 Wilkins Math. Magicki. xi. (1648) 
75 Abundance of wealth . . was then ingrossed in the pos- 
session of some few particular persons. 1645 Milton Te- 
trach. (1851) 153 Som . . would ingrosse to themselves the 
whole trade of interpreting. 1691-8 Norris Pract, Disc . 
IV. 310 Alms-giving . . is so eminent a part of Charity that 
it has in a Manner ingross’d the Name of it. 2775 Adair 
Amer. Ind. 457 Our rulers ought not to allow,, the 
Mushohge to ingross this vast forest. 2790 Beatson Nav. 
# Mil. Mem. 309 Grasping at an opportunity to ingross 
this trade to themselves. 

T c. nonce-use. To attribute exclusively to. 

1642 Vind. Smectynmuns § 7. 95 A power of remitting 
sinnes, which we hope he will not ingrosse to Bishops ex- 
cluding Presbyters. 

5. Of things: To require the entire use of, take 
altogether to itself ; to occupy entirely, absorb. 

2602 Warner Alb. Eng. xn. lxxiii. 11612) 304 Skarlet 
Hats, Stoles, and Coules too much ingrost the sport. 2655 
Fuller Ch. Hist. vii. i. § 21 Norfolke Rebellion, as nearer 
London, engrossed all warlike provisions. 2768 Beattie 
Minstr. 11. (R.) Pondering on former days by guilt en- 
gross'd. 2804 Colebrooke Husb. # Comm. Bengal <1806) 
154 From this country [India] . . Europe was antiently sup- 
plied with it [indigo] until the produce of America engrossed 
the market. 2846 M'Culloch Acc. Brit. Empire 1.1854) 

I. 527 Potatoes engross the whole manure of the little 
farmers. 1874 Spurgeon Treas. Dav. Ps. lxxx. 8 The old 
trees, which long had engrossed the soil. 

b. Of an object of thought or feeling : To draw 
entirely to itself, occupy exclusively, absorb (the 
affections, attention, mind, time, etc.). 

a. 2665 Glanvill Seeps. Sci. viii. 46 Philosophy would 
not have engrossed our pen. 2732 Pope Ess. Man 1. 119 
If man alone engross not Heaven’s high care. 1746-7 Col- 
lins Poems (1796) 112 They, whose sight such dreary 
dreams engross. 1769 Junius Lett. xi. 44 A measure so 
singularly daring that it . . engrosses all our resentment. 
2782 Cowfer Let. 2 Apr., My morning is engrossed by 
the garden. 1820 Hazlitt Led. Dram, Lit. 4 Letting 
the generation we live in engross nearly all our admiration. 
2868 E. Edwards Raleigh I. iii. 45 The captain obtained 
his audience, and engrossed the watchfulness of the re- 
tainers. 

__ 0 . 2665 Boyle Occas. Rejl. iii. i. (1675) 147 Without leav- 
ing behind them any thing that can . . entertain our Sight 
in the very place, where before they Ingross’d it. 2742 
Richardson Pamela IV, 148 This will so ingross the dear 
Lady’s Pen. 2777 Watson Philip 7/(1793) I. ix. n. 368 
The attention cf the French king was ingrossed. 

0. To absorb or engage the whole attention or 
all the faculties of. 

2709 Steele Tatler No. 50. ? 1 Orlando believed himself 
..not to be engross’d by any particular Affection. 2729 
Butler Semi. Wks. (2874) II. 135 The degree in which 
self-love engrosses us. 1814 Jane Austen Lady Susan xx. 
(1879) 247 The folly of the young man and the confusion of 
Frederica entirely engrossed him. 2856 Kane A ret. Expl. 

II. xxii. 219 Marsumah and Meteh had been engrossed with 
their bird-catching. 2872 Black Adv. Phaeton viii. 118 
He was entirely engrossed in attending to her wants. 

•[I 7. In certain strained fig. uses, app. derived 
from 3: fa. To include altogether (obs. rare - 1 ; 
suggested by the rime). +b. In 17th c. : To get 
hold of (an idea) ; to conceive (a sentiment) (obs.). 

c 2460 Towneley Myst. 170 Almyghty God in persons 
thre, Alle in oone substance ay ingroost. 1632 Hey- 
wood Iron Age 11. v. Wks. 1874 III. 429 Proiects . . for 
which I haue ingrost a mortall enuy here. 2633 Ford 
Broken H. in. iii. Thou hast there engross’d Some rarity of 
wit to grace the nuptials Of thy fair sister, a 1643 W. 
Cartwright To King on Return fr. Scot l. (R.), Your 
prolong’d delay . . made our jealousy engross New feares. 


III. To render gross, dense, or bulky. 

J* 8. To render (fluids) gross or dense ; to con- 
dense (vapours). Also intr. for refl. Obs. 

2562 Eden Art. Nauig. 11. xix. 51 Rayne is made or en- 
gendred of moyste vapours which , . are ingroced. 258a 
Hester Seer. Phiorav. 1. xl. 49 The liuer. .not beyng able 
to disgest them [crude humours], .they ingrose and become 
maligne. 1586 Cogan Haven Health cxli. (1636) 271 Va- 
pours and fumes, .being ingrossed by coldnesseof thebraine 
distil to the lower parts. 1590 Spenser F. Q. ii. vi. 46 The 
waves thereof. . were Engrost with mud. 

9. fa. To make [the body) gross or fat; to 
fatten (obs.). b. To make (the mind) gross or 
dull (arch.) ; formerly also intr. for rejl. 

2587 Harrison England 11. vi. (1877) 1. 142 They [the 
Scotch] . . so ingrosse their bodies. 1594 Shaks, Rich. Ill 
m. vii. 76. 1626 T. H. Caussin’s Holy Crt. 120 It hap- 
peneth to soules, which are great louers of sensuall plea- 
sures, to engrosse, thicken themselues. a 2628 F. Greville 
Humane Learn, liii, Poems (1633) 33 Engrosse the minde. 
2826 E. Irving Babylon TI. vi. 89 They were in the last 
stage of the heart’s ossification, their faculties engrossed 
and imbruted. 

f 10. trans. To make thick or bulky ; to increase 
in size. Obs. 

c 2612 Chapman Iliad xv iii. 640 Fire, invading city roofs, 
is suddenly engrost And made a wondrous mighty flame! 
2624 Wotton Archit. (1672) 27 Though Pillars by chan- 
nelling, be seemingly ingrossed to our Sight. 2663 Gerbier 
Counsel 47 Materials of weight, as Sauder, wherewith an 
unconscionable Plummer can ingrosse his Bill. 

t il- Mil. [Cf. It. ingrossare in same senses.] 
To increase the numerical strength of (an army); 
also, to draw up (a battalion) in a compact body. 

1526 St. Papers , Hen. VIII, VI. 376 Our armye was in- 
groeyd by the newe _ corny ng of thies lanceknightes, 2581 
Styward Mart. Discip. 1. 26 The companies being thus 
doubled & the battailes ingrosed . . euerie ensigne male 
seeke out his owne band. Ibid. 1. 27 Then doubling y ■ ranks 
of these hargubuseirs . . they must bee ingrossed. 2650 
Howell Girajfi’s Rev. Naples 53 They went on in ingross- 
ing the militia; 2654 Earl Monm. tr . Bentivoglio’s Warrs 
Flanders 202 His Camp was not then very great, but he 
hoped to have it speedily ingrost by some Germans. 

Engrossed ( engrost ),///. a. [f. Engross v. 
+ -32D1.] In various senses of the vb. : e.g. a. 
Written out large, written in a legal hand; ex- 
pressed or incorporated in a legal document 
t b. Collected from various quarters, amassed in 
large quantity (obs.). f e. Thickened, swollen (obs.). 

a. 1640-4 in Rushw. Hist. Coll. 111. (1692) I. 59 The 
Ingrossed Articles were again presently read in the House. 
2748 J. Mason Elocut. 14 Such a Monotony as Attorney’s 
Clerks read in when they examine an engrossed Deed. 

b. 2599 Marston Sco. Villanie in. 227 Nere his tongue 
shall lie Till his ingrossed iests are all drawne dry. 

C. 1578 Banister Hist. Man 1. 20 Where the body of 
the Vertebre should be, that is to say, the engrossed part. 
C1612 Chapman Iliad xm. 613 When the engrossed waves 
Boil into foam. 

Hence Engro-ssedXy adv., in an engrossed man- 
ner; with absorbed attention. 

2865 Dickens Mut. Fr. iii. v, Bella’s eyes dropped more 
engrossedly over her book. 

Engrosser (engr^u-soj), vbl. sb. [f. Engross 
v. + -KR.J One who engrosses. 

f 1. One who buys in large quantities, esp. with 
the view of being able to secure a monopoly. 
Also, one who buys up large quantities of land, 
or obtains possession of many tenements, to the 
detriment of his neighbours. Obs, exc. Hist. 

c 1460 Fortescue Abs. fy Lim. Mon. (1875) 135 The said 
brogers and engrossers of offices. 2549 Latimer 1st Serin, 
bef. Edw. VI (Arb.) 33 Ingrossers of tenamentes and landes, 
throughe whose couetousnes, villages decaye and fall 
downe. 2636 Healey Life Epictetus’ , That is, to the un- 
learned engrosser of books. 2693 Tryon Good Housew. xix. 
171 The first Ingrossers and Buyers thereof [Canary] were 
Apothecaries. 2778 R. H. Lee in Sparks Corr. Amen Rev. 
(1853) II. 216 An artificial scarcity, created in the midst of 
plenty, by an infamous set of engrossers. 1783 Burke 
Report Affairs Indid'N'ks. XI. 144 The engrossers of opium. 

b. One who ‘monopolizes’ or obtains exclusive 
possession of (anything' 1 . 

2630 Naunton Fragm. Reg. (Arb.) 52 My Lord of Essex 
..was noted for too hold an ingrosser both of fame and 
favour. 2729 Gay Polly 11 1. Wks, (2772) 198, I am too no 
engrosser of power, 2782 V. Knox Ess. 119 (R.) The en- 
grossers of that part of the creation which God and nature 
have constituted free. 2826 Scott Bl. Dwarf v. You should, 
in compassion, cease to be such an engrosser. 

2. One who copies (a document) in large fair 
character, or in legal style ; + an engrossing clerk. 

1607 Dekker Knts. Conjur. (1842' 20 Euery market day 
you may take him in Cheap- side, poorely attyrde like an 
ingrosser. 

Engrossing (engr<Ju* s ig\ vbl. sb. [f. Engross 
v. + -ing. j ] The action of the verb Engross. 

1. The action of buying (any article) in large 
quantities with the view of obtaining a monopoly ; 
the action of buying up (land). 

1542 Brinklow Compi. ii. 10 The latyng and engrossing 
of. .leassys. # 2647 Clarendon Hist. lieb. (1702) I. iv. 250 
The ingrossing Gunpowder, and suffering none to buy it 
without Licence. 2683 Burnet tr. More's Utopia 25 Re- 
strain those engrossings of the Rich, that are as bad almost 
as_ Monopolies, _ 2776 Adam Smith IV. N. I. hi. ii. 386 This 
original engrossing of uncultivated lands. 

b. fg. (See Engross v. 4, f.) 

2597 Daniel Civ. Wares v. Ixxii, Griev'd at such in- 
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grossing of Command. 2625 Bacon Ess. Envy (Arb.) 514 
An vnnecessary, and Ambitious Ingrossing of Businesse. 
*694 Child Disc. Trade 39 The abatement of interest tends 
to the engrossing of trade into a few rich mens hands. 

2 . The action of writing out a document in a 
fair or legal character. Also attrib. 

2483 Act x Rich. Ill , c. 7, § 1 After the engrossing of 
every Fine . . the same Fine shall be openly and solemnly 
read. 1583 Golding Calvin on Dent. Pref. 5 The gather- 
ing of these sermons and the ingrosing of them faire again 
afterwarde. 1765 Blackstone Comm . I. 183 It.. passes 
through the same forms as in the other house (except en- 
grossing, which is already done). 1837 Lockhart Scott 
{1839' 196 A sort of flourish ..adopted m engrossing as a 
safeguard against the intrusion of a forged line. 187s 
Stubbs Const. Hist. III. xviii. 262 The enrolment and en- 
grossing of the acts of parliament. 

attrib. 1709 Steele Tatter No. 26. > 4 All Ingrossing 
Work, .is risen 3s. in the Pound for want of Hands. Mod. 
It was written in a sort of engrossing hand. 

Engrossing (engwu« s ig), ppl, a. [f. as prec. 
+ -ing. 2] That engrosses. 

1 . f a. That claims a large share ; presumptuous, 
pretentious (obs. rare). 

axj97 H. Walpole Mem. Geo. Ill X 1845'! I. vi. 84 A term 
so engrossing gave offence and handle to ridicule. 

b. That fully occupies or absorbs the attention, 
faculties, etc. 

1820 Scott Abbot 1, The engrossing nature of his occupa- 
tion. 1825 Lytton Falkland 20, I had one deep, engross- 
ing, yearning desire. 1875 Helps Aw., Aids C oaten tm. 12 
An alternation of the engrossing pursuit. 

+ 2 . That makes gross or brutish. Obs. rare, 
a 1626 Bp. Andrevves Serrn. vi. Repentance 4* East. 147 
The Devil's only way, to rid Hypocrisie, by engrossing 
Epicurisme. 

Hence Engro'ssiugly adv., in an engrossing 
manner. Engxo’ssmgiiess, the quality of being 
engrossing. 

1835 New Monthly Mag. XLIV. 6, I intend to surprise 
the world whenever politics •. . draw less engrossingly on its 
attention. 1857 Eraser's Mag. LVI. 672 India has of late 
..engrossingly occupied the English mind. 1848 Tails 
Mag. XV. 682 They temper in his mind the engrossingness 
of present things. 

Engrossment (engrossment), [f. Engross 
v, 1- -ment. ] The action of engrossing ; the state 
of being engrossed. 

1 . The action of buying up in large quantities, 
of collecting greedily from all quarters : concr. 
that which is so bought up or collected. 

1597 Shaics. 2 Hen. IV. xv. v. 80 This bitter taste yeelds 
his engrossements, To the ending Father. 1598 Florio, 
Monopolo , an engrossement of any merchandize into one 
mans handes. 1648 Regall Apol. 31 Ingrossement of all 
Places and Offices of profit into Members hands. 1818 Jas. 
Mill Brit. India II. v. v. 530 note, He kept the grain on 
board the ships, to make his profit out of its engrossment. 
1885 L' pool Daily Post 4 Feb. 4/7 The gradual engross- 
ment of the ancient common lands. 

2 . The state or fact of being engrossed or ab- 
sorbed in occupations, thoughts, etc. 

1837 Howitt Rur. Life iv, ii. (1862) 352 Graceful and 
happy in the engrossment of her simple duties 1851 Cairns 
Mem. y. Clark 29 Amidst the engrossment of other studies. 
1874 Carpenter Ment. Phys. u. xv. (1879)608 The entire 
engrossment of the mind with whatever may be for a time 
the object of its attention. 

3 . The action of writing out in a fair or legal 
character. Also concr. what is thus written ; a 
record ; fig. in quot. 

1526 Ord. R. Honseh . Hen. VI U, 140 The Clerkes of the 
Green cloath or one of them, be dayly attendant in the 
compting-house for the engrossement of daily bookes of the 
expences of the day before. 1638 Jackson Creed ix, xii, 
Wks. VIII. 259 The true belief or persuasion of our interest 
in this promise is but the ingrossment of our former appre- 
hension in our hearts. <*1674 Clarendon Life II. 495 
(T.) Which clause being afterwards added to the engross- 
ment it [the bill] was again thus reformed. 1710 H. Bedford 
Vind. Ch. Eng. 123 Was not this Ingrossment subsequent 
to that Paper? 1837 Sir F. Palgrave Merch. 4 Fr. i. 
(1844) 17 The shred or remnant . . of the membrane pre- 
viously used for the engrossment of some charter. 

Enguard: see En- pref l 3. 

Engulf, ingulf (engp-If), v. Also 6-9 en-, 
ingnlph. [f. En- 1 + Gulf; cf. Fr. engouffrer , 
earlier engoidfer (which may be the source).] 

1 . tram. To swallow up in a gulf, abyss, or 
whirlpool ,* to plunge into a gulf ; to plunge deeply 
and inextricably into a surrounding medium. Also 
rejl. and intr. for rejl. 

a. *555 Eden Decades IV. Ind. (Arb.) 261 They were en- 
gulfed by chance in the great sea. 1580 Sidney Ps. clxii. 
<R.» In destruction's river Engulph and swallow those Whose 
hate, etc. 1600 Fairfax Tasso xv. xxiv, 271 Now deepe 
engulphed in the mightie flood They saw not Gades. 1796 
Morse Amer. Geog. II. 425 A city . . having formerly been 
engulphed by an earthquake. *83* Carlyle in Froude 
Life i. (1882) II. 151 Not upon the quicksand, where resting 
will but engulph you deeper. 1869 Freeman Norm. Conq. 
(1876) III. xii. 235 In that dangerous passage the careless 
traveller might easily be engulfed. 

p. C1630 Drumm. of Hawth. Poems Wks. 34/1 Her 
[Earth's] surface shakes . .Towns them ingulf. . Now nought 
remaineth but a Waste of Sand, a 171* Ken Poet. IVks. 
(1721) IV. 29 They expire, Ingulfing in infernal Fire. 1735 
Somerville Chase hi. 135 Another in the treach’rous Bog 
Lies flound’ring, half ingulph’d. *8*6 Shelley Alastor 
365 A cavern there , . Ingulphed the rushing sea. 1855 H. 
Reed Lect. Eng. Lit. x. 323 Shelley was overtaken by a 
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Mediterranean thunder-storm, and ingulfed in the deep 
waters. 

b. rejl. and pass. Of a river : To discharge 
itself into, be lost in, the sea ; also, to disappear 
underground. 

1634 Sir T. Herbert Trav. 43 Made by the River Indus 
which their ingulfes herselfe into the Indian Seas. *667 
Milton P. L. iv. 225 A River . . through the shaggie hill 
Pass'd underneath ingulft. 1773 Mason Eng. Garden it. 
(R.), That hallow'd spring; thence, in the porous earth 
Long while ingulph'd. 2822 Brydges Lett. Continent 12 
[The Rhone] makes itself a passage among the rocks at the 
extremity of Mount Jura, ingulphs itself for some time, etc, 
2 . transf. (chiefly httmorous) To swallow up 
like an abyss ; to bury completely. 

1829 Gen. P. Thompson Excrc. (18421 1 . 124 The autum- 
nal glutton who engulphs their [oysters’] gentle substances 
within his own. *863 Fr. Kemble Resid. Georgia 58 
Shirt gills which absolutely ingulfed his black visage. 1879 
Cassells Teckn. Educ. I. 182/2 To procure these insignifi- 
cant morsels, he engulfs a whole shoal of them at once in his 
capacious jaws. 

Vfg. 

a* 2603 Hayward A nszu. Doleman viii. (T.) Upon every 
giddy and brainless warrant to engulph ourselves. *669 
Woodhead St. Teresa 11. 264 That holy Soul went wholly 
immersed and engulfed in God. 3877 Mozley Univ. Semi. 
iii. 62 The power which mere sensual pleasure has of 
engulphing us in the vulgar sensation of life. 

0 . 1597 Morley Introd. Mus. Pref., To leaue that un- • 
brought to an end, in the which I was so farre ‘ingulfed. 
1647 Ward Simp. Cobler 57 Into what importable head- 
tearings and heart-searchings you will be ingulfed. 1784 
Cowper Task in. 816 London ingulphs them all. The shark 
is there And the shark’s prey. 1864 Lowell Fireside Trav. 
126 O Death, thou ever roaming shark, Ingulf me in eternal 
dark ! 

+ II. 4 . To cut into gulfs or bays. Obs. rare. 

1633 Lithgow 7 'rav. x. 496 Because of the Sea ingulfing 
the Land, and cutting it in so many Angles. 

Engulfed (engarlfi), ppl. a. [f. Engulf v. +• 
-ED 1 ] In senses of the verb. 

2590 Spenser E. Q. iii. ii ; 32 Like an huge Aetn' of deepe 
engulfed gryefe. Sorrow is heaped in thy hollow chest. 
1636 Healey Cebes 135 Her owne receipt, .purgeth out all 
their ingulphed evils, as by vomit. 1728 T homson Spring 
22 The bittern knows his time, with bill ingulpht To shake 
the sounding marsh. *86o Tyndall Glac. n. § 8 267 We 
should find the engulfed rocks in the body of the glacier. 
Engulfing (eng2rlfiq), vbl. sb. [f. Engulf v. 

+ -ING 1 .] The action of the verb Engulf. 

1658 Whole Duty Man ii. § 4 (1684) 87 It is . . the ingulf- 
ing him.. in that most tormenting passion of jealousie. 
a 1711 Ken Hymnarhim Poet. Wks. 1721 II. 27 Love.. 
Strove her ingulfing to prolong. 1875 Whitney Life Lang. 
x. 195 The engulfing or burying of extant species. 
Engulfing, ppl. a. [f. as prec. + -XNG 2 .] 
a 1777 F aw k es E 11 logy I. Newton (R.), Waves . . bare the 
dangers of th* engulphing sand. 1852 D. Moir Thomsons 
Birth-pf iv, Wks. I. 213 The rapturous lark . . less and 
less visible . . 'mid heaven’s engulfing blue. 2871 Tylor Prim. 
Cult. I. 304 The list of myths of engulphing monsters. 

Engulfnxent (engHfment). [f. as prec. + 
-ment.] The action of engulfing ; the process of 
being engulfed. Also fig. 

1822 De Quincey Confess. Wks. V. 69 And the most 
frightful abysses, up to the very last menace of engulfment. 
1833 Lyell Princ. Geol. 128751 II. it. xxvi. 3 The cone 
[of Etna], .has more than once been destroyed either by ex- 
plosion or engulphment. 2832 Carlyle in Frasers Mag. 
V. 399 What shape soever, bloody or bloodless, the descent 
and engulfment assume. 2860 Tyndall Glac. 11. § 26. 367 
The successive engulfments and disgorgings of the blocks 
. .have broken up the moraines. 

Engyre : see Ingyre. 

Engyscope (e'ndgisk^np). Also 9 (incor- 
rectly) engiseope. [f. Gr. kyyv-s near at hand + 
-anorros looker : see -scope.] 
fa. In 17th and 18th c. : — Microscope (obs.). 
b. Subsequently variously employed in narrower 
sense. Goring (1830) applied it to denote a com- 
pound microscope of any kind ; but as the term 
was most frequently used by him in his description 
of the Amician and similar reflecting microscopes, 
it is now commonly understood as a distinctive 
name of that class of instruments. 

2684-5 Boyle Min. Waters 73 With differing Engyscopes, 
and in differing Lights. 2692 Coles, Engyscope , an Instru- 
ment to discern the proportion of the smallest things. 2697 
Evelyn Numism. iv. 167 Engyscops, Microscops, and 
other Optick Glasses. 2732 Bailey vol. II, Engyscope ^ ..the 
same as a microscope *832 Optic Instr. (Usef. Knowl. 
Soc.) xiv. § 92. 48 The section of this Engiseope. *837 
Goring & Pritchard Microgr. 70 The ocular end of the 
engiseope. 

Engy ve : see En- preff 1 a. 

Enhabil, -bile, -ble, etc., obs. ff. Enable, etc. 
Enhabill, obs. form of Inhabile, unqualified, 
t Enlia*bii;, v. Obs. rare~~K [f. En- 1 + Habit 
dress.] trans. To clothe ; in quot. rejl. 

c 1485 Digby Myst. hi. 683, I wol en-abyte me with hume- 
lyte. 

f Enlia*bit, v. Obs. rare-* 1 . In 6 pa. pple. 
enbabyte. [bad form of Inhibit.] To forbid. 

2502 Ord. Crysten Men. 11. xv. 122 All rauayne & couet- 
ousness is enbabyte. 

Enhabit, -ant, obs. forms of Inhabit, -ant. 
f Enhacll., V. Obs. rare~~ x . [a. Fr. enhacher 
to fit into, be attached.] trans. To fit, inlay, adorn, 


2523 Skelton Carl. Laurel 40, I saw a pavylyon . . En- 
hachyde with perle and stones preciously. 

Enhale, obs. form of Inhale. 

EnJialo (enh^'Ti?), v. [f. En- 1 + Halo.] trans. 
To surround with, or as with, a halo ; to throw 
a halo round. Also Jig. 

2842 Lowell Forlorn Poet. Wks. (2879V 16/1 Enhaloed 
by a mild, warm glow;, i860 Ld. Lytton Lucilen. iv. §10 
That dim circlet of light Which enhaloes the moon. 2864 
Lowell Fireside Trav. 41 Such admiring interest as that 
with which we enhaloed some larger boy. 

+ Enha'lse, S'. Obs. [f. En- 1 4-Halse v. in 
same sense.] trans. To salute, greet. 

1559 Baldwin in Myrr. Mag. (1563) M iij a, The other me 
enhafse With welcum coosyn. 

Enhamper : see En- pref . 1 3. 

Enhance (enherns), v. Forms : a. 4-7 en- 
haunee, 4-8 enhaunse, enhanse, (4 enhawse, 
enhawnse, 5 henhawnes, 7 enhaunch), 5- en- 
hance. 0 . 5-6 inhaunse, 6-8 inhaunce, iu- 
hanse, inhance. [a. AF. enhatmee-r, prob, a 
mere corruption of OF. enhancer = It. innahare • 
late L. *maltiare, f. in - (see In-) + alt-us high. 
Cf. Enhaulse. 

Formally, the AF. enhauncer might correspond to Pr. 
enansar to advance, enhance, repr. late L, type ■* inantiare , 
f. phrase iii ante, before (cf. Advance v.) ; but this word is 
not kno wn to have ’existed in OF.] 
f l. trans. To lift, raise, set up; also, to raise 
the level of (ground). Obs . 

By lawyers of 17th c. used spec, in the sense * to raise (a 
weir in a river) to an (excessive) height after AF. enhancer 
in certain statutes. See Enhancer, Enhancing vbl. sb. 

1388 Wyclif Ps. lxxiv. 5 Nyle 3c enhaunce the horn. 
c 1392 Chaucer Astrol. 11. § 26 Wher as the pol is enhawsed 
vp on the orisonte. c 1400 M aundev. viii. (2839) 95 Thei [the 
Walles] han ben so filled agen, & the ground enhaunced. 
a 2400-50 A lexander 5068, I, Alexander J>e athill . . bine 
ilars en-haunsid. _ c 1430 Lydg. Bochas 1. xv. 31 Cruelly 
e gan enhaunce his honde With his sweorde to yeue her 
a wounde. 2485 Caxton Chas. Gt. 206 It was a stone, .the 
whyche was enhaunced vpryght. 1548 Udall, etc. Erasm. 
Par. John xvi. 100 h, Tne cause why . . was to enhaunce 
you to heauen. 1583 Stanyhurst AEneis m. (Arb.) 78 But 
father Anchises his palms from strond plat mhauncing.1590 
Spenser F. Q. i. i. 27 Who, nought agast, his mightie hand 
enhaunst. 16. . tr. Act 1 Hen. / F, xii, Them [Weares] that 
they finde too much enhanced or straited [orig, trap en - 
hancez 011 csiretiez ] to correct, pull downe, and amend. 

b. Her. To put (a bend, etc.) ia a higher posi- 
tion in the field. 

2864 Boutell Heraldry Hist. 4- Pop. xxl 359 Three bend- 
lets enhanced arg. 

t c. transf. To ‘lift up’ (the voice, a prayer). 
2483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 33/2 Thirdly it [the church] is 
halo wed by cause that the orysons be enhaunsed there. 
Ibid. 441/2 The preest enhauncyng hys voys sayth, etc. 
lid. ? Misused for : To surpass in height. 

1633 Lithgow Trav. v. 191 Their circle-spred tops, do 
kisse or enhance the lower clouds. 

+ 2 . In various fig. or immaterial senses, with 
personal obj. : a. To exalt in dignity, rank, esti- 
mation, or wealth, b. To elevate spiritually or 
morally, c. To lift up with pride; rejl. to exalt 
oneself, assume superiority, d. To praise, extol. 

a. c 1374 Chaucer Boeth. iv. iii, Oonly bounte and 
prowesse may enhawnse euery man ouer oper men. 1393 
Langl. P. PI. C. xii. 58 So is pruyde en-hansed In religion 
and al reame, among ryche and poure. 1447 Bokknham 
Seyutys (1835) 112 To wurshyp I wyl enhaunsen the. 2489 
Caxton Faytes of A. iv. xv. 276 Fortune enhaunceth. 
men att her owne plaisire. 1595 Spenser Col. Clout. 359 
The Shepheard of the Ocean Unto that Goddesse grace me 
first enhanced. 1643 Prynne Sov. Power Pari. 29 He en- 
haunsed men of low birth to great honours, a 2649 Drumm. 
of Hawth. Wks. 40 To inhaunce with favours this thy 
reign. 

b- c 2380 Wyclif Wks. (1880) 42 pis hap maad ?ou pore 
in biugis & enhaunsed 30U in vertues. a 1450 Knt. de la 
To 7 tr{i 868 ) 7 Praiers to God maldthe man and woman to 
be enhaunsed. 1526 Pilgr. Perf. 12 This gyfte ..enhaun- 
ceth or lyfteth vp the mynde of man to goostlynes and 
heuenly meditacyons. 

C- ^ 2380 Wyclif Set. Wks. III. 396 Freris falsely en- 
hansen homself abofe Crist and his apostils, c 1386 Chaucer 
Pers. T. F540 Flaterie makith a man to enhaunsen his hert 
and his countenaunce. c 1449 Pecock Repr. t. xii. 63 That 
noon of 30U . . enhaunce 30U silf aboue alle othere Cristen. 
2590 Spenser F. Q. i. v. 47 There also was king Croesus, 
that enhaunst His hart too high. 2642 Rogers Naaman 
170 So content to enlarge Grace, that therewith she will 
enhaunse her selfe. 

d. a 1400-50 A lexander 2498 pe mare I spek him dispite 
. . pe hijere I here him enhansed. *485 Caxton Paris 4* V. 
71 That the name of our lord Ihesu cryst were more saynte- 
fyed and enhaunced. *450-2530 Myrr. our Ladye 289 
Erthe mote blesse the lorde .. and enhaunce hym on wyth- 
outen ende. 1627 Drayton Nymphidia, Those [poets] more 
ancient do inhance Alcides in his fury. 

3 . To raise in degree, heighten, intensify (quali- 
ties, states, powers, etc.). 

*559 Mirr. Mag., Dk. Suffolk v. 7 My lucky spede mine 
honor did enhaunce, *583 Go lding Calvin on Dent. xxxv. 
209 Such a shameful thanklesnesse as inhaunceth their 
rebelliousnesse a hundredfold. 2692 Ray Creation ii. 450 
That which enhanses this Injury, is that it is irreparable. 
2781 Gibbon Decl.&r F. II. xxxi. 201 These delights were 
enhanced by the memory of past hardships. 2853 C. Bronte 
Villette xxi. (1876) 223 This dusky wrapper, .enhancing by 
contrast the fairness of her skin. 1873 Yeats Hist. Comm. 
94 Strawberries, bilberries, and currants, enhance their 
flavour in this zone to an excellence unknown in England, 
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ENHANCED. 

1873 Burton Hist. Scot . VI. Ixxi. 245 They had what greatly 
enhanced their effective force-four brass field pieces. 

to. To magnify subjectively, make to appear 
greater to heighten, exaggerate. 

' <7x400 Rom^ Rose 7248 And where is more wode folye 
Than to enhaunce chyvalrie. . 1529 More Suppi. Soulys 
315/1 Enhauncyng the merite and goodnes of Christs passion. 
2669 Gale 04 Gentiles I. Introd. 5 How much wil their 
Divine Majestie . . he enhansed thereby ? 1738 Glover 

Leonidas xi. 275 Beyond the reach of fiction to inhance. 
2788 Burke Sp. agst W. Hastings Wks. 2842 II. 211 He 
did, in the libel aforesaid, enhance his services. 1832 G. 
Downes Lett.- Cont. Countries I. 438 The satirist wished to 
enhance the infirmity of Philip. 

4. To raise (prices, value) ; to increase (charges, 
etc.). 

1542-3 A ct 34 <$• 35 Hen. VII 7 , c. 7 To mittigate, and en- 
haunce the price of wynes . . as . . occasion shall require, 
1587 Harrison England it. v, (1877) 1. 135 Their freends are 
brought unto pouertie by their rents Enhanced. 2616 R, C. 
Times' Witzs. 1. 694 Enhaunce The faire revennewes of 
the English crowne. 2632 Quarles Div. Fancies 1. lviii. 
25^ Why could not hungery Esau strive t’ enhaunce His 
price a little? <22649 Drumm. of Hawth. Irene Wks. 
173 Taxes and customs daily enhansed. 2697 Evelyn 
Numism. i. 6 The Value of the Denarius was inhaunced 
from .. ten Asses to that of Sixteen. 2712 Hearne Coll. 
III. 430 The Price should be rather inhanc’d than lessen’d. 
1866 Rogers Agric . < 5 * Fr. I. xx. 51 1 The price was con- 
siderably enhanced by the charge of conveyance, 
f to. intr. Gf prices: To rise. Obs. 

2494 Fabyan Citron, vil 463 Corne the yere folowynge was 
scant, whereof the pryce this yere began to enhaunce. 2672 
F. Philipps Reg. Necess. 235 Upon complaint of enhancing. 

5. a. To raise or increase in price, value, im- 
portance, attractiveness, etc. fto. Formerly used 
simply, — f to increase in price or value ’ ; esp. to 
raise the intrinsic value of (coin). Also ( rarely ) =* 

* to increase in attractiveness,’ to beautify, improve. 

2526 Wriothesley Chron* (ed. 1875) I, 15 This yeare, in 
November, the Kinge enhaunsed his coyne. 2542 Brinklow 
Compi. ii. Avij, They neuer inhaunsed theyr landes, nor 
toke so cruell fynes. 2598 Stow Surv. vii. (2603) 57 The 
Angel! was enhaunced to vii.x. vi ,d. 1647 Ward Simp, 
Cobier 76, ^ I honour them., more, that study wisely and 
soberly to inhance their native language. 1651 Hobbes Le- 
viatk. n. xxiv, 130 Base Mony, may easily be enhansed, or 
abased. 2699 Wafer Voyage {1729) 263 Thereby., to 
enhaunce a part of the mines. 17x8 Pope Iliad xn. 376 Our 
feasts enhanced with music’s sprightly sound. 2836 Hor. 
Smith Tin Trump. (1876)250 The Poet enhances By beauti- 
ful fancies The strain. 1862 Burton Bk. Hunter 44 The 
book has been . . greatly enhanced in value by the profuse 
edging of manuscnp£ notes. 

Enhanced (enhcrnst) , ppl. a. [f. Enhance v. 
+ -ed 1.] In various senses of the verb. 

. 2536 Bellenden Cron. Scot. (1S21) II. 10 Nothir the feir 
of deith, nor present calamite, micht draw thaim fra thair 
inhansit sinne. 1594 Greene Selimus Wks. 1881-3 XIV. 
232 To.. save himselfefrom his enhanced hand. 1796 Burke 
Whs. VIII. 566 Giving the enhanced price to that war. 2872 
Yeats Growth Comm. 379 Buying up the stock of any 
commodity to sell it again at an enhanced price. 

Enhancement (enhcrnsment). [f. Enhance 
v. + -ment.] The action or process of enhancing ; 
the fact of being enhanced. (See senses of the vb.) 

2577 in W. H. Turner Select. Rec. Oxford 388 W th owt 
any farther inhansem 1 or raysing of rents, 2610 Healey 
St. A ug. Citie of God * 261 If Venus deserved her enhanse- 
ment . . why then is Minerva famous 2 2622 Malynes Anc, 

Law-Merch. 323 The said Lyon Doller (albeit decreed after 
the former enhancement) is still valued at fortiestiuers. 2674 
Govt. Tongue (X), Jocular slanders have, from the slight- 
ness of the temptation, an enhancement of guilt. 1720 Lend. 
Gas. No. 4686/3 To. .enquire of the Reason of the Dearness 
and I nhaun cement of the Price of such Book. 2787 Bentham 
Def Usury, A few per cent, enhancement upon the price of 
goods is a matter that may easily enough pass unheeded. 
•2875 Gladstone Glean. VI. xxxvL 128 Augmentation of 
ritual . .without any corresponding enhancement of devotion. 

attrib. 2883 19/A Cent. Sept. 430 After having obtained 
an enhancement decree. 

Enhancer (enhcrnsai). [f. Enhance v. + -erJ] 

1. gen. One who, or that which, enhances. 

1388 Wyclif Exod. xxii. 15 And MoLses bildide an auter 
ana clepide the name thereof The Lord myn enhaunsere. 
2568 Like Will to Like in Hazl. Dodsley III. 316 Thou art 
the enhancer of my renown. 1621 Rich Honest. Age (1844) 
65 Pride is the inhaunser of all our miseries. 2832 Lytton 
Eugene A. iv. 96 Errors of life as well as foibles of charac- 
ters are often the real enhancers of celebrity. 

2. spec. a. One who sets up or raises a weir to 
an excessive height. (Cf. quot. 1622 s. v. En- 
hancing vbl. sb.) 

2622 Callis St at. Sewers ( 1647) 205 It gives the like penalty 
against him which shall relevy the annoyance, as against 
the inhauncer. 

to. One who raises or seeks to raise prices, 
t Formerly also absol. (cf. mgross&r,forestaller\ 
2549 Latimer Semt. bef Edw. VI (Arb) m Money 
makers, inhauncers, and promoters of them selues. 2577 
B. Googe Heresback's Husb. (1586) 47 In no wise to be a 
raiser or enbaunser of rentes. 1631 Star Ckamb. Cases 
(1886) 46 Yet he was adjudged an Inhauncer for but advis- 
ing the same, *22680 Butler Rem. (1759) 1 . 151 The Jew, 
Forestaller and Enhancer To him for all their Crimes did 
answer, .y.'. 

Enhancing (enhernsiq), vbl. sb. [f. Enhance 
v . -ing 1 .] The action of the verb Enhance. 

■ 2490 Caxton Mneydos xxviii. 109 Dydo hath defyled vy- 
laynsly the good name and the enhaunsynge of the cytee. 
2495 Will Spilman iSomexseX. Ho. 1, The bylding & the hen- 
hawnesyng of the Rooffe. 2534 More On the Passion 


Wks. 1292/2 Reseruynge theyr actual! enhaunsynge into 
heauen vntyll the great mistery of Christes passyon shoulde 
bee perfourmed. 1577-87 Holinshed Chron. III. 963/2 
For the inhancing of gold to eight & fortie shillings, & siluer 
foure shillings the ounce. 2622 Callis St at. Servers (1824) 
304 For the enhancing of such weres, mills, stanks, stakes, 
and kiddels. 1637 Sanderson Serm. II. 71 Enhaunsing of 
fees, trucking for expedition. 

t Enhancing 1 , ppl. a. Obs. [f. as prec. + 
-ing 2 .] That enhances. 

2382 Wyclif Prov. xxi. 24 The proud man and the en- 
haunsende hy mself [Vulg. arrogans] is cleped vnta3t. 2590 
Greene Orl. Fur. (1861 1 90 Saba, whose enhancing streams 
Cut ’twixt the Tartars and the Russians. 2606 Hieron 
Wks. I. 44 The engrossing merchant, the enhaunsing hus- 
bandman. 17x5 M. Davies Atk. Brit. I. xo A gradual and 
more enhauncing Augmentation of the Expression. 

Enhang’ : see En- preff 3. 

f Enhappy, v. Obs . [f. En- 1 + Happy.] trans. 
To make (a person) happy; to make (an enter- 
prise) prosperous. 

262 6 Sir S. D’Ewes Journal (1783) 34 Do hut enhappie 
him that sent it [a carcanet] in the ordinarie vse of it. 1641 
Symonds Serm. bef Ho. Comm. P 3 What better then . . to 
see our Kingdom enhappied? 2645 City Alarum 12 The 
pretious Elixar, which we must seeke out to enhappie this 
war. 1742 Owen Nat. Hist. Serpents 83 That Tree, so en- 
happy’d flourishes all Winter. 

1 Enha’rbour, v. Obs. Also 6 inharbour, 
[f. En- 1 + Harbour sb. or v.] trans. a. To har- 
bour within itself, b. To dwell in, as in a harbour. 

15 96 Fitz-Geffray Sir F. Drake (1881) 21 Spenser, whose 
hart inharbours Homers soule. 16x3-6 W. Browne Brit. 
Past. 1. iii, O true delight, enharbouring the breasts Of those 
sweet creatures with the plumy crests. 

t Enhar&, v. Obs. [f. En- 1 + Hard ; in early 
use possibly ad. Fr. enhardir , f. e/i- + kardi bold, 
Hardy.) trans. a. To make bold or hardy ; — 
Enhardy. to. To make hard, harden. 

Hence Enhauded ppl. a., hardened. 

a 2450 Knt . de la Tour (iS68> 56 That worde. .enharded 
hym [the develle] to speke to her. 2475 Bk. Noblesse 27 
Accustumyng hem ayene to werre, were by experience 
lerned and enhardid. 2492 Caxton Vitas Pair. iv. 333 b/a, 
I haue an herte so enharded that, etc. 2523 Skelton Garl. 
Laurel 305 Enharded adyment the cement of your wall. 

Enharden (enh<rid’n), v. Obs. or arch. 
Also 6 inharden. [f. En- 1 + Harden vi] trans. 
To make hard, harden, fig. 

1502 Ord. Crysten Men v. i. (1506) 355 The dampned may 
hy length of eternyte be enharden ed. 1583 Golding Calvin's 
Serm. Deut. Ixvii. 407 Wee may well inharden our selues 
in our wicked customes. 1643 Sir T. Browne Relig. Med. 
1. § 40 Nor hath conversation, age or travell, been able to 
effront, or enharden me, 1875 Myers Poems 26 She . . Whom 
very stripes enharden. 

U Used in sense of Enhardy. 

1779 T. A. Mann in Ellis Orig. Lett. (1843) 427 Your friend- 
ship for me enhardens me to try your advice on this head. 

t Enha'rdy, v. Obs . [f. En- 1 + Hardy a. ; cf. F. 
enhardir .] trans. To make hardy, embolden. 

1483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 233/4 Alle the other bysshoppes 
that Eusebe had enhardyed. 1502 Ord. Crysten Men in. 
iii. (1506) 156 To comforte and to enhardy those to do well 
the whiche hen weyke in speryte. 2525 Ld. Berners Froiss. 
il cciv. [cc.] 630 Than this kynge . . enhardyed himselfe to 
the warre with these barones. 

f Enharmo-niac, a. Obs.-° [f. as next + -ac.) 
= Enharmonic. 

1681 Blount Glossogr., Enharmoniack. 

t Enharmo*nian, a. Obs. rare- 1 , [f. Gr. kv- 

apn6vi-os f -an.) =■= next. 

1603 Holland Plutarch’s Mor. 1252 Olympus, .is reputed 
. .the inventor of the M nsicke called Enharmonian. 

Enharmonic (enhaim^nik ), a. and sb. Music. 
Also 7 enarmonic, enharmonique, 8 -ick. [ad. 
L. enharmonic-us , Gr. kvappovucos, f. Ivin -f apfxovia : 
see Harmony. Cf. Fr. enhar?noniquei\ 

A. adj. 

1 . Pertaining to that genus, style, or scale of music 
current among the Greeks, in which an interval 
of two and a half tones was divided into two 
quarter tones and a major third. 

[1597 Morley Introd. Mus. Annot., Enharmonicunt is 
that which riseth hy diesis, diesis . . and ditonus .] 1603 

Holland Plutarch's Mor. 1252 These were the beginnings 
of the enharmonique Musicke. 2726 Swift London strewed 
with Rarities Wks. 1841 I. 827 He sings .. with equal 
facility in the chromatic, enharmonic, and diatonic style, 
1774 Steele in Phil. Trans. LXV. 71 The enharmonic 
genus requires intervals of the diesis, or quartertone. 1852 
Fraser's Mag. XLVI. 656 Greek music . . in its most ap- 
proved form, the enharmonic, proceeded by quartertones. 

2 . Pertaining to, or concerned with, intervals 
smaller than a semitone ; esp with reference to the 
interval between those notes (belonging to different 
keys), which in instruments of equal temperament 
are rendered by the same tone : e. g. between G# 
and Ai). Enharmonic change or modulation : see 
quots. 1879. 

a 2794 Sir W. Jones Mus. Modes Hindus in Asiat. Res. 
III. (1799) 75 Those, it seems, were the first enharmonick 
melodies. 1865 De Morgan in A tkenxnm No. 1975. 312/2 
An enharmonic organ. 2879 Parry in Grove Diet. Mus. 
s.v. Change, Changes are of three kinds ..’ 1. The Diatonic 
. . 2. The Chromatic . . 3. The Enharmonic, where advantage 
is taken of the fact that the same notes can be called by 
different names, which lead different ways, and . . into un- 
expected keys. 


fig. 2876 J. C. Morison in Macm. Mag. XXXIV. o 3 
The modulation and enharmonic change with which writers 
of a totally different cast of genius, .surprise the ear. 

8. quasi-jA 

2883 Davenport Elem. Music (1887) 30 Each of the thres 
sounds [C, fcB, bf>D] is called the Enharmonic of the one 
next above or below it alphabetically. 

B. sb. pl. Enharmonic music. 

2603 Holland Plutarch's Mor . 1252 Thus you see what 
were the first rudiments and beginnings of Enharmoniques. 
1865 Pall Mall G. 24 Nov. 10 Others seem sanguine that 
congregations can he got to sing anything— close enhar- 
monics, perhaps. 

Hence Bntoarmo'nical a. = prec. EnEarmo*- 
nically adv. 

2752 Chambers Cycl. s.v. Diesis, Enharmonical Diesis is 
,the difference between a greater and lesser semi-tone. 1879 
Sat. Mus, Rev. 6 Sept. 506 It roves through seven keys m 
fifteen bars, and such keys as G major, F minor, E flat, 
A flat minor, G flat major, F sharp major (enharmonically)! 
t Enha'rness, V. Obs. rare. In 5 enliar- 
nash, -ysh. [ad, F. enharnacher , f. en- (see En- i) 
+ harnaschier, harneschier to harness : see Har- 
ness.) trans. To harness (a horse). 

1490 Caxton Eneydos xxxviii. 128 A honderd fayre horses 
welle rychely enharnyshed. C2500 Melusine 9 Oon of her 
seruaunts. .ledd a palfroy richely enharnashed. 
t Enha rped, ppl. a. Obs. rare- 1 . [? f. En- .1 + 
med.L. harpa, Gr. aprrq sickle + -edT] ? Shaped 
like a sickle or scimitar ; hooked. 

a 1529 Skelton Dei he Erie Northumberland 225 With 
thy sword, enharpit of mortall drede. 

Enhart(e, variant of Enheart v. Obs. 
t Enlia-ste, v. Obs. [ad. OF. enhaster , f. en- 
(see En- l) + haster (mod. I idler ) to hasten.) trans. 
To hasten, hurry ; also reft. 

2430 Lydg. Chron. Troy 1. ii. Many worthy in knighthode 
. . Enhasted were unto their deth. c 1430 — Star. Thebes 
in. (R.J, They enhasted hem, making none abode. 

t Enlian-lse, V. Obs. rare -K [ad. OF. en- 
halcer, enhauser . ] trans. — Enhance, q.v. 

2600 Holland Livy xxu. lviii. 468 The horsemens raun- 
some was somewhat enhaulsed . . above that summe. 

Enhaunce, -eh, -se, obs. ff. Enhance. 
t Enhau'nt, V. Obs. Also 6-7 inhaunt, [ad. 
Fr. enhanter , f. en- (see En- *) + hauler to haunt.) 

1 . trans. To practise, exercise. 

1382 Wyclif 2 Chron. xix. 6 5 e [jugis] enhaunten [Vulg. 
exercetis ] not dome of man, hot of the Lord. — Esther ix. 
12 Hou myche sla3ter wenest thou them to enhaunten in 
alle prouyncis ? 

2 . a. trans. To frequent, haunt, to. reft . To 
betake oneself to a haunt, accustom oneself, c. 
intr. To keep company with . 

1530 Palsgr. 535/2, I enhaunte , I haunt ones companye. 
1547-64 Bauldwin Mor . Philos. (Palfr.) xn. 185/2 Better it 
is to Hue solitary, Then toenhaunt much company. 1549 62 
Sternhold & H. Ps. xciv. 20 Wilt thou inhaunt thy selfe 
and draw, With wicked men to sit. 2562 Turner Baths 
4 b, I neuer sawe in anye place . . more inhaunted then 
they [the baths near Baden] be. 1658 Manton Exp. Jude 
16 It argueth they do inhaunt with traitors. 

Hence + Enhaumting vbl. sb. 

2382 Wyclif Ps. liv. 3, I am maadal sory in myn enhaunt- 
ing [1388 exercising, Vulg. exerc Ratio ]. 

t Enha’VOC, V. Obs. rare- 1 . In 6 enhavae. 
[f. En- 1 + Havoc v .] To make havoc, devastate. 
Hence Enhawocking vbl. sb., devastation. 

1613 T. Adams Pract. Wks. I. 87 Our concealings have 
been close, our enhavacings ravenous, our transportations 
lavish. 

Enhawnse, -hawse, obs. ff. Enhance. 
f Enlia zard, v. Obs. [f. En- 1 + Hazard x/l] 
trans. To expose to hazard, to risk. 

Hence Enha*zarding, vbl. sb. 

1562 Shute Combine's Turk. Wars 8 They were willing to 
avoide the danger of anye more en hazarding their force. 
1599 Sandys Europat Spec. (1632) 154 How often his State 
hath beene afflicted by him [the Turke], and sometimes 
enhazarded. Ibid. 201 With the utter enhazarding_of both 
Christendome and Christianity. 1612 Speed Hist. Gt, Brit. 
ix. ii. § 17 The Citizens, and souldiers. .to secure their Hues 
from the fire, did enhazard them on the fury of the sword. 

Enhearse, mhearse (en-, inhous), v. Also 
7 inhearce. [f. En- 1 + Hearse.) Wans. To put 
into a hearse. Also transf. an & ftg 
2600 Shaks. So/m. lxxxvi, You . . did my ripe thoughts 
in my braine inhearce. 1633 F ord Love's Sacrifice v iv, 
444 The shrine Of fairest purity which hovers yet About 
these blessed bones inhearsed within. 2635 Brathwait 
Arcad. Pr. 11. 20 Enhearse thy sable soule in lasting feares. 
2855 Singleton Virgil II. 6 We My godlike sire’s remains 
and bones inhearsed In earth. 

f Enkea'rt, v. Obs . Also 6 enhart/e, 7 in- 
hart. [f. En- 1 + Heart.) trans. a. fig. To put 
heart into, make hearty; to encourage, inspirit, 
b. To enclose within the substance of the heart. 

1545 Raynold Womans Booke 71 She must be. .strength- 
ened with good comfortable meates & drinkes, which may 
enhearte her. 1548 Gp:st Pr. Masse 86 No more then the 
sayd holy ghost is adjudged embodied or enharted, for y c he 
is wholly in us and in our hartes. 2603 H. Crosse Verities 
Commw. (1878) 113 Others may be inharted to rush carelesly 
forward into vnbndeled libertie. 

Entoearten (enha’Jt’n\ v. Now rare. Also 
7 inheart sn. [f. En- 1 + Hearten v.] trans. To 
make hearty or courageous ; to strengthen, cheer. 
1612 Speed /// x/. Gt. Brit, ix. viii. §33 Their Commaunder's 
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inuinceable constancy against yeelding, which enhearten ed 
the better sort, dismayed the baser. 1656 Earl Monm. 
Advt.fr. P amass. 120 The Venetian poet incouraged and 
inheartned Juvinal. 1859 I. Taylor Logic in TkeoL 131, 
I seek to enhearten myself for a labour so arduous. 1881 
Palgrave Vis. Eng. 241 O names that enhearten the soul, 
Blenheim and Waterloo. 

trails/. 1610 W. Folkingham Art of Survey x. x. 25 
Sommer-eating doth greatly enhearten weake Medowes. 
Hence Enheartening ppl. a. 

1836 J. Gilbert Ckr. Atanem. ix. (1&52) 270 This en- 
heartening visitant. i 85 i I. Taylor Spirit Hebr. Poetry 
(1873) 248 That modesty, that calm philosophic balance of 
the mind, .enheartening especially to those who bear testi- 
mony for wisdom and goodness. 

Enheaven, inbeaven Jen-, inheVn), v. 
[f. En- 1 + Heaven.] trans. To place in or raise 
to heaven, lit. and .Jig . ; to entrance. 

1633 Ben lowes Theoph. 1. lxxii, Their perfume Enheav’ns 
the sense. 1839-48 Bailey Festus 60/1 He Himself Con- 
ceiving, bearing, suffering, ending all, Affiliating and in- 
heavening. 1831 S. Judd Margaret 111. \187xj 358 The one 
circumfiows and inheavens us. 

' Enhedge ; see En - prefd 3. 

, [Enhendee, a. Her. A spurious word found 
in some heraldic and other Diets, in the phrase 
cross enhendee (given as synonym of cross potenee) 
where the adj. appears to be a corruption of OF. 
mkeiidh having a handle.] 
t Enlie'rd, v. Sc. Obs. Forms: 4 aneherd, 
(pr. pple. enerthand), 4-5 anerd, (6 annerd\ 
5-6 enherde. [a. OF. enherdre late L. inhx- 
rare, altered form of L. inhtercre (see Inhere), 
f. in- in, upon + hserere to stick. The OF., and 
hence the Eng., word correspond in sense with 
L. adhserere (late L. -ere) to Adhere, whence the 
synon. OF. aherdre ; prob , as in other instances, 
the OF. words with prefixes en - and a- have been 
confounded in use.] 

intr. To adhere, assent. Const, to ; also simply, 
c 1375 Sc, Leg. Saints, Panins 1090 Vthir womene . . ane- 
herdit to Petir and Paule. Ibid. , A ndreas 207 My ne barne, 
frat |>is has me done, To jus aldmane enerthand is [L. ad- 
ksesit\ c 1373 Barbour Troy-bk. 11. 1404 Kynges sere That 
to hys will anerdande were, c 1425 Wyntoun Cron . vm. 
xxix. 164 Hys wil wes til enherde To be Scottis mennys 
Party, c 1440 Gaw. $ Got. in Pinkerton Scot. Poems Repr. 
II. 8 (Jam. , Thare anerdis to our nobill to note . .Tuelf 
crounit kingis in feir. 1313 Douglas /Ends n. xi. 164 Plat 
he refusis, enherding to his entent. Ibid xn. xiii. ji 8 Juno 
anerdit [v. r. annerdit], and gaif consent thareto. 

Hence Anhe-rdand [the pr. pple. used subst.], 
an adherent. 

1478 Acta Dom. Audit. 71 (Jam.\ That James of Law- 
thress. .salbe harmless & scathless of thaime, thair freindis, 
partij and anherdandis, 1480 Acta Dom. Concilii 34 < Jam.) 
That Johne M’Gille sail be harmeles of the said Williame 
and his anberdens hot as law will. 

1 * Enhe're, v. Obs. rare— 1 . [Of uncertain for- 
mation : perh. f. En- 1 + Heir.] trans. ? To pos- 
sess as an inheritance. 

a 1400 50 Alexander 1132 Sir, anec ..That be erth of 
Cgipt enhered some tyme. 

Enherit, etc. : see Inherit, etc. 
t EnM* gk, v. Obs. In 5 enhie. [f. En- 1 + 
High.] trans. To make high, exalt. 

c 1440 Gesta Rom. xxii. 123 That I and al my kin myght 
be enhied & honovrid* 

Enhoney : see En- preff 1 b. 
t EnllO*noiir, v. Obs. Also 6 in-, [f. En- l + 
Honour.] trans. To put honour upon ; to honour. 

1371 Golding Calvin on Ps. xviii. 2 Tyties to enhonour 
Goa withall. 1583 — Calvin s Serm. Deut . iv. 22 Euerie of 
them ought to considir. .howe greatly God hath inhonored 
him. 1378 Priv. Prayers 547 Thou hast inhonoured me 
with the co-partnership of the everlasting inheritance. 

Enhoril : see Enourle. 

t Exiho*rt, v. Obs. Also 4 enhurfce, 4-5 en- 
ort. [a. OF. enhort-er, enort-eri—L. inhortdri , f. 
in- (see In-) + hortdri to exhort.] trans . To ex- 
hort, encourage, incite. Const, to with inf., and 
simply. Also with sb. as obj. : To recommend, 
suggest, insist upon. 

1382 Wyclip 2 Sam. xi* 25 Coumfort thi filters a^ens the 
cytee .... and enhurte hem. 1388 — Ep. Jerome iii, To 
Tymothe . . he [Paul] wryteth, and enorteth the studie 
of lessoun. 1483 Caxton G.de la Pour G iij, Euery good 
woman ought to enhorte her husbond to serue God. 

Hence Enhorting, vbl. sb. ; Enho rtment, the 
action of exhorting, an exhortation. 

1483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 150/2 Eue by thenhortyng of the 
deuyl gaf her consente to doo the synne of Inobedyence. 
*475 — Jason 124 Peleus sente you into colchos by his en- 
hortement. 

t EnllOTrse, Obs. Also 6 in-, [f. En- 1 + 
House.] trans. To settle or establish in a house. 

1596 Fitz-Geffray Sir F. Drake (1881) 99 O Death in- 
hous’d in hells profundities. 1397 Middleton in Farr S. P. 
Eliz. II. 535 These raigne enhoused with their mother night. 

t EnlluiTe, V. Obs. rare. [ad. OF. enhuilier, 
f- en- (see En- 1 )■=/?#//<? oil : see Enoil.] trans. 
To put oil upon, anoint with oil ; to oil. 

1601 Holland Pliny II. 409 With a barbars brasen bason 
well enhuiled. 1803 — Plutarch's Mor. 1138 He apprcched 
Here unto her house all enhuiled and anointed as he was. 
Enhunger ^enharggai), v. Also 5 enhongre. 


inhungre. [f. En- 1 + Hunger.] trans. To put 
into a state of hunger, make hungry. Only in 
pa. pple. 

1480 Robt. DdprlK: 1828* 34 He gate the bone alone, and 
laye and gnewe it ; for he was sore enhongred. 1632 Lith- 
gow Trnv. 38 We, being inhungred and also ouerioyed. 
1843 J. Martineau Relig. Enq. 7 Those animal passions 
which vice had .. enhungered to feed on innocence and life. 
1871 Daily News 13 Feb., What a terribly big maw Paris 
has, especially when she is enhungered. 

Enhusk see En- prefP 1 a. 

Enhydrite (enhordroit). [f. as next + -ite.] 
A mineral containing water occluded in its cavities. 
Hence Enhydri-tic a. [ + -ie], of the nature of 
an enhydrite. 

1812 Pinkerton Petrology I. 60 Enhydritic agates found 
near Vicenza. 

Enhydrous (enhardras), a. [f. Gr. tvvhp-os 
(f. hv m + vb&p water) + -ous.] Having water 
within ; containing w r ater or some other fluid. 

1812 Pinkerton Petrology I. 90 Chalcedonies, .are some- 
times enhydrous, or contain a drop of water. 

Enliypo'statize, v. rare- 1 , [f. En- 2 + Hypo- 
STatizjs. J trans. To unite in one ‘ hypostasis 1 or 
1 person h * 

1882-3 Schaff in Herzog's Eneycl. Rel. Knenvl. I. 458 
His humanity was enhypostatized through union with the 
Logos, or incorporated into his personality. 

Enigma (i'ni-gma). Forms: 6-9 senigma, 
7 se-, enigm(e, ; anigma, inigma), 6- enigma. 
PI. enigmas ; also 6-7 sb-, enigmata. [a. L. 
senigma, Gr. cuviypta f pi. aiviyjxara), f. alviaceaQai 
to speak allusively or obscurely, f. aivos apologue, 
fable. The adapted forms se~, enigmye in 17th c. 
may be due to the Fr. hligme . ] 

1 . a. A short composition in prose or verse, in 
which something is described by intentionally 
obscure metaphors, in order to afford an exercise 
for the ingenuity of the reader or hearer in guess- 
ing what is meant ; a riddle. + b. In wider 
sense: An obscure or allusive speech; a parable 
(obs. exc. as transf. from 1 a.) 

1539 Taverner Erasm. Prov. 69 He pronounced also 
many Enigmata or Symboles. 1588 Shaks. L. L. L. iii. i. 
128 Some enigma, some riddle, come, thy Lenuoy begin. 
1603 Holland Plutarch's Mor. 1354 Hidden under darke 
aenigmes and cover t speeches. 1644-52 J. Smith Sel. Disc. 
vi. iii. (1821) 201 Those asnigmata of Joseph’s sun, moon, 
stars, and sheaves. 1681 H. More Exp. Dan. vi. 159 
Delivering the matter without any Prophetick ASnigm or 
Parable. 1684 — An Answer 249 Symbols, Parables, or 
Enigmes. 1715 Pope Let. Sir IV. Trumbull 16 Dec., 
It was one of the Enigma’s of Pythagoras, ‘When the 
winds rise, worship the Eccho ’ . . when popular tumults 
begin, retire to solitudes. 1781 Harris Pltilol. Enq. 11841) 
441 Nor ought a metaphor to be farfetched, for then it be- 
comes an enigma. 1797 Mrs. Radcliffe Italian xxiv, You 
speak in enigmas, father. 1809-10 Coleridge Friend (1865) 
158 In a complex enigma the greatest ingenuity is not 
always shown by him who first gives the complete solution. 

1849 W. Fitzgerald tr. WhitakeVs Disput. 186 ^Enigmas 
which CEdipus himself could never solve. 

2 - fig * Something as puzzling as an enigma ; an 
unsolved problem. 

c 1603 Rowley Birth Merl. v. i. 349, I will erect a monu- 
ment. .A dark enigma to the memory. 1609 Ev. Woman 
in Hum. n. i. in Bullen O. PI. IV, All which, to me are 
problematique mines, Obsurde inigmaes. a 1667 Jer. Tay- 
lor Serm. 11678) 340 A person both God and Man, an 
aenigma to all Nations, and to all Sciences. 1795 Burke 
Let. Dr. Hussey { 1844) IV. 325 As to Spain, it certainly has 
been, and long will be, an enigma. 1836 Thirlwall Greece 
II. xiv. 200 If the fleet . . could be supposed to solve this 
enigma. 187S Farrar Silence § V. ii. 33 Separated from 
the thought of God, the conscience becomes an idle enigma. 

Enigmatic (zmgmseTik), a. [ad. late L. senig- 
matic-us , i.senigmat- stem of senigma (see Enigma). 
Cf. Fr. enig?natiquel\ Pertaining to, or of the 
nature of, an enigma, containing or resembling 
an enigma ; ambiguous, obscure, perplexing. Of 
persons : Mysterious ; baffling conjecture as to 
character, sentiments, identity, or history. 

1628-1677 Feltham Resolves 1. xxvii. (1677) 47 These fruit- 
less and asnigmatic questions, are bones the Devil hath cast 
among us. 1648 Jos. Beaumont Psyche ix. 59 (R.) That 
aenigmatick foe, whose ammunition Is nothing else^but 
want of all provision. 1669 Gale Crt. Gentiles I. 1. ii. iz 
Plato’s usual way J was] . . to wrap up those Jewish Tradi- 
tions in . . enigmatic Parables. 1828 Carlyle Misc. I. (1857) 
137 Being excessively reserved withal, he becomes not a 
little enigmr tic. 1876 G. Eliot Dan. Dor. iv. xxxiv. 297 
He saw the figure of the enigmatic Jew. 

Enigmatical, a. [f. prec. +~al.] = prec. 

1576 Fleming Pauoplie Ep. 399 Sydonius is so enig- 
matical!, . that a man can scarse tell where to finde out his 
meaning, c 1645 Howell Lett. (1650) II. 44 The mud of 
Nile, .that enigmatical! vast river. 1723 S. Mather Vind. 
Bible 218 They did use aenigmatical discourses. 1823 Lin- 
gard Hist. Eng. VI. 75 The meaning of this enigmatical 
remark was not disclosed till eighteen months afterwards. 

1850 W. Irving Mahomet vi. (1853) 34 The enigmatical 
career of this extraordinary man. 

Enigmatically (migmae-tikali), adv. [f. prec. 
+ -ly. 2 ] In an enigmatical manner ; after the 
manner of, or by means of, an enigma ; ambigu- 
ously, obscurely. 

1390 Greene Never too late (1600) 106 For young men *tis 
too soone, for olde men too late to marry; concluding so 


enigmatically, it were not good to marry at all. 1641 
French Distill, i. (1651) 15 Philosophers when they wrote 
any thing too excellent for the vulgar to know, expressed 
it enigmatically. 1744 Berkeley Siris § 365 He writes . . 
enigmatically and briefly in the following terms. 1835s 
Carlyle Sort. Res . 11. iii. (1871* 82 So ends abruptly as is 
usual and enigmatically this little incipient romance. 

t Euigma ticalness. Obs. rare . [f. as prec. 
+ -ness, j The quality of being enigmatical. ^ 

2684 H. More An A newer 257 Plainness, in opposition to 
senigmaticaln ess. 

+ Eurgmatist. Obs. [ad. L. senigmatista, ad. 
Gr. aXviyixaTLur-ijs, f. alviypa Enigma.] a. A 
writer of enigmas, b. One who speaks enigmati- 
cally. 

1621 Ainsworth Annot. Pentat. Nunt. xxi. 27 In Greeke, 
*®nigmatists, they that speake riddles. . 1710 Addison 
Whig-Exam. i. P 3, 1 shall deal more ingenuously with 
my Readers than the above-mentioned Enigmatist has 
done. 

Enigmatize (ihrgmatoiz), V. [ad* Gr. *alviy- 
jMiTig-€iv (implied in amypanaTqs, see prec.), £ 
aiviypar- Enigma.] 

1 . trans. fa. To symbolize, b. To render 
enigmatical or puzzling. 

a 1631 Donne Poly dor on 71 Acteon pursued by his houndes 
. . may senigmatize a lover chased and Devoured by his 
Thoughts. 1800 Monthly Mag. X. 437 Manuscripts .'.so 
senigmatised with insertions and repetitions and alterations. 
<71834 Coleridge Lit. Rem. (1836) I. 213 A poetic tissue of 
visual symbols, .by which the Apocalypt enigmatized the 
Neronian persecutions. 1841 Blackw. Mag. XLIX. 151 It 
is precisely the disregard of details that enigmatizes hu- 
manity to Michelet. 

2 . intr . To utter or talk in enigmas ; to deal in 

riddles. In mod. Diets. 

Enigmato-, combining form of Enigma, as in 
Enigmato'graplier [Gr. -7 p&<p-os writer y -ER], 
a maker or explainer of enigmas. Enigmato*- 
graphy [Gr. -ypaepia writing], the making or 
collecting of enigmas. EnigmatoTogy [see -logy], 
the study of enigmas. 

17 53 in Chambers Cycl. Supp. 

Bnimicitious, etc., var. of Inimicitious, etc. 
Enimity, obs. form of Enmity. 

Enisle, inisle (en-, inarl), v. [f. En- \ In- + 
Isle.] a. To make into an isle. b. To place or 
settle on an isle. Also fig. To isolate, sever, ait off. 
a. t 1630 Drumm. of Hawth. Sextain , Mine eyes en-isle 
themselves with floods. 1848 M. Arnold Poems (1877) IL 
17 In the sea of life enisled. .We mortal millions live alone. 
1887 Browning Parleyivgs , F. Furini x, My self-conscious- 
ness *Twixt ignorance and ignorance enisled. 

p. 1612 Drayton Poly-olb. yiii. 357 Into what sundry 
gyres her wondered self she [a river] throws, And oft inisles 
the shore. 1614 Selden Titles Hon. 91 This Chazaria or 
Gazaria . . almost misled by the Seas Delle Zabache and 
Maggiore. _ 1812 Coleridge Lit. Rem. 11836) I. 366 Knots 
of curds inisled by interjacent whey at irregular distances. 
1878 Seeley Stein II. 15 6 Let the wild sea inisle thee. 
Hence Ini-sled, ppl. a. 

1809-10 Coleridge Friend (1865) 38 The base of the 
inisled Ararat. 1880 Betham-Edwards Forestalled 1. 1. ii 
19 Far away lay many an inisled kingdom of fisherfolk. 
f Eni'xed, pple. Obs. rare- 1 , [f. late L. mix- 
^ brought forth, born, pass. pple. of eniti to bring 
forth (orig. to strive : see Enixly).] Brought 
forth, born. 

1607 Topsell Four-f. Beasts (1658) 69 A Calf, is a young 
or late enixed Bull or Cow. 

f Eni'xibility. nonce-wd. ( bombastic .) [f. enix- 
ppl. stem of eniti : see prec. ; after visibility, 
etc.] ? Possibility of being brought forth. 

1652 Urquhart Jewel Wks. (1834) 210 With parttmencie 
for greater births, if a malevolent time disobstetricate not 
their enixibility. 

+ Eni xly, adv. Obs. rare— l . [f. L. enixe with 
strong effort (f. enixus, pass. pple. of eniti to exert 
one’s strength) 4 - -LY -.] Forcibly, stringently. 

1671 True Nonconf. 92 They are .. enixely commanded 
the lowliest humility* 

Enjail, injail (en-, v. See also 

engaol (En- preff it), [f. En-, In- + Jail. 
Cf. OFr. enjaiolerl\ trans. To shut up in, or as 
in, a jail ; to imprison. 

a 1631 Donne Progr. Soul 18 (R.) Her firm destiny . . en- 
jail’d her , . Into a small blew shell. 1855-9 Singleton 
Virgil II. 245 One of the kine returned The sound ..And, 
[though] injailed, the hope of Cacus balked, 
t Enja*rnb, V. Obs * rare— 1 . In 7 iniamb. 
[ad. Fr. enjamber to stride, encroach, f. en- in (see 
En- preff) yjambe leg.] intr. To encroach. 

1600 O. E. Repl. Libel 1, i. 33 In Juliers and Italy the 
Spaniard hath iniambed vpon others right. 
Enjambment (endgm-mbment). Pros. Also 
enjambement. [ad. Fr. enjambement , f. enjamber ; 
see prec.] The continuation of a sentence beyond 
the second line of a couplet 
1837-9 Hallam Hist. Lit. II. v. 11. § 54. 2x6 Du Bartas 
almost affects the enjambement or continuation of the sense 
beyond the couplet. 1880 E* Gosse Eng. Poets II. 271 
Waller was the first English poet, to adopt the French 
fashion of writing in couplets, instead of enjambments. x88z 
Saintsbury Dryden 17 It [the couplet] was turned by en- 
jambements Into something very like rhythmic prose. 
Eiyangle : see.EN- prefix 5. 



EH JEALOUS. 


ENJOYING. 


+ Enjealous, v. ®bs. Also 7 injealous. [f. 
En- 1 + Jealous a.] tram . To make jealous. 

16x9 Sir H. Wotton in Eng. <$• Germ. (1865) 49 The King 
will thereby, .be soe injealoused, as maxe..keepe him from 
molesting thease nearer seas. 1689 Irreg. Actions Papists 
in 7 th Collect . Papers Pres. Affairs 13 Two or three gentle- 
men of Estate may. .enjealous a whole County. 

■+ Enjealousy, Obs. [f. En- 1 + Jealousy.] 
trans. To plunge into or provoke to jealousy. 

1665 Surv. Aff. Netherl. 140 They . . enjealousied them 
one against the other. 

+ Enjeopard, v. Obs. In 6 enjubarde, 7 
enieopard. [f. En- 1 4* Jeopard v.] tram. To 
put in jeopardy, jeopardize, endanger. 

1323 St. Papers Hen.. Vll 1 , I. 130 Ere His Grace wold 
enjubarde his people in thenfection thereof. 1638-48 G. 
Daniel Eclog. v. 317 May it not Be his too much Affection 
to the Scott Enieopards him ? 

Enjewel (end^rel), v. Also 7 injewel, [f. 
En- 1 + Jewel.] tram. a. To set jewels upon, 
adorn with jewels, b. To rest upon or adorn as 
a jewel does. In quots, transf. 

Hence Enjewelled, ppl. a. 

4 3648 Herrick Hesper. Nipt. Song Clipseby Crew , Faire 
injewel’d May Blowne out of April, a 1849 Poe A l Aaraf 
Wks. (2859)298 The many star-isles That enjewel its breast. 
Enjoin (endgorn), v. Forms: a. 3 enjunse, 
(anjoyni, ? angeonni), 3-4 enyoyn, 4-8 en- 
joy n(e, 4 (enjon), enjoign, (6 enjun), 7 enjoine, 
7- enjoin. 0 . 6-7 inioyn(e, injoyn(e, ( 7 in- 
oyne), 6-9 injoin. (See also Adjoin "l[.) [a. Fr. 
enjoign - stem of enjoindre, corresp. to Pr. en- 
junker , It .ingiugnere L. injungere to join on, to 
impose (a penalty or duty), f. in- + jungere to 
join.] 

+ 1. trans. To join together. Obs. 

1382 Wyclif Matt. xix. 6 Therfore a man departe nat 
that thing that God enioynyde, or knytte to gidre. 1393 
Langland P. PI. C.xi. 130 With wynd and water wittyliche 
en-ioyned. 2302 Ord. Cry s ten Men v. ii. (1506) 366 To 
enioyne hete and colde in one selfe torment, 1559 Homilies 
1. Adultery n, Through whoredome to be enjoyned [1547 
joined) and made all one with a whore. <rx6oo Norden 
Cornwall in. Johns Week Lizard (1848) 224 The forces of 
manie strong men enjoyned can doe no more in moving it. 
1684 Charnock Wks. (1864) I. 115 A reflection upon what 
Goa hath done should be enjoined with our desires of what 
we would have God to do for us. 

f b. To take part in ; also, to attach oneself to, 
join (a company), Obs. 

1546 Gardiner Decl. Articles Joye 59 His ministers 
. enioyning his glory and his honour. 2571 Digges Pantom. 
Pref., Enjoyning the company of Euclide, Archimedes, etc. 

f c. intr. for rejl. To join, make common 
cause with. Obs. rare~ x . 

1734 tr. Roll in’s Anc. Hist. II. vn. 382 Theron enjoined 
[*739 ( e( i. 2) joined] with his father-in-law. 

2 . In early use : To impose (a penalty, task, 
duty, or obligation) ; said esp. of a spiritual di- 
rector {to enjoin penance , etc.). Hence in mod. 
use : To prescribe authoritatively and with em- 
phasis (an action, a course of conduct, state of 
feeling, etc.). Const, on, upon (a person) ; for- 
merly to, or dative (or acc . : see 2 b) ; also 
simply. 

* It is more authoritative than direct , and less imperious 
than command * (J.). 

a 1225 Ancr. R. 346 Al J>et vuej Jj»et tu euer Molest uor J>e 
luue of Iesu Crist, wiftinnen J>ine ancre wowes, — al ich 
on iunne [better readings enjunse, angeonni] j>e. 1340 
Ayenb. 172 pet he habbe power, .him pen once to anioynj be 
t>e zenne. c 1380 Wyclif Wks. (1880) 43 po mynystris 
. .schullen wip mercy enyonye hen penaunce. 1377 Langl. 
P. PI. B. xm. 412 Penaunce pat pe prest enioigneth. c 1400 
Apol. Loll. 32 It semip pat God enionip to doctors & dekunis 
J>e minstri of presthed & of dekunhed. a 1333 Ld. Berners 
Huon lxv. 223 That was eniunyd hym on payne of deth. 
1577 Hanmer Anc. Eccl. Hist. (1619) 503 And enioyned 
him no other punishment. x6i6 Hieron Wks. II. 31, I per- 
swade not a neglect of reading ; nay, I intend and inioyne 
these. 1669-70 Marvell Corr. cxxxvi. Wks. 1872-5 II. 302 
The Lords . . have enjoyned their clerks secrecy. 1667 Poole 
Dial. betw. Protest. 4 Papist (1735) 30 [The Romish Church] 
enjoyns these Practices to all her Members, a 1778 Chat- 
ham Lett. Nephew iv. 22 Pythagoras enjoined his scholars 
an absolute silence for a long noviciate. 1841 Myers Cath. 
Th. m. § 5. 17 A law enjoining ail that ought to be done 
by man. 1863 Bright £/. America 26 Mar., In spite of all 
that morality may enjoin upon them. 

b. The construction with dat. of person and 
acc. of thing is formally identical in mod. Eng. 
with the construction with double acc. Hence 
sometimes in passive with acc. of the thing. 

1644 Milton Areop. 54 But to be enjoyn'd the reading of 
that at all times. 

fc. To enjoin (a person) to a penalty, ob- 
servance, etc. Obs. 

c 1380 Wyclif Antecrist in Todd 3 Treat. Wyclif 149 Pei 
enioynen hem to brede & watur & to go barefote. 1586 
Cogan Haven Health (1636) 291 Not much greater punish- 
ment than the Nunne was enjoyned to. 1678 C. Hatton 
in Hatton Corr. (1878) 163 He wispers it about as a great 
secret, injoyning all persons to privacy, 1693 Col. Rec. 
Penn. I. 372 He wold Enjoine the Senecas to peace and 
friendship with them. 

t d. To impose rules on (oneself). Obs. rare*. 
1626 Bacon Sylva § 292 Monkes and Philosophers, and 
such as do continually enjoyne themselves. 


188 

©. with personal obj. (orig. indirect, in dative 
or preceded by on, to ; afterwards direct) and 
inf. or subord. clause. 

2297 R. Gloltc. 234 He hem enyoynede bocsomnesse do 
To pe herchebyssop of Kanterbury. 2480 Caxton Lhron. 
Eng. cxlvii. 126 Atte last the pope, .enioyned to the bisshops 
ofenglond that theysholde done general enterdyting thurgfi 
oute al Englond 1326 Tindale^c/sxv. 5 To inioyne them 
to keepe the lawe of Moses. 2611 Shaks. Wtnt. J. n, 111. 
173 We enioyne thee, .that thou carry This female Bastard 
hence. ci6 80 Beveridge Serm.(i f j2gi 1 . 8 There are several 
canons enjoyning bishops to visit. 2712 Steele Sped. No. 
268 V 7 They injoined me to bring them something from 
London. 1825 T. Jefferson yiutobiog. Wks. 1859 I. 18 
They were enjoined . . to do nothing which should impede 
that object, 1883 Froude Short Stud. IV. 1. iii. 42 The pope 
. . advised and even enjoined hiin to return to his duties. 

f. without personal obj. and with inf. or 
subord. clause. Hence impersonally in passive. 

2347 Homilies t. Pref. 5 A Sermon according as it is in- 
joined in the book of her Highness Injunctions, a 1694 Til- 
lotson (T.), Enjoining that truth and fidelity be inviolably 
preserved. x868 Stanley Westm. Ab. il. 74 ln bis will he 
enjoined that his image on his tomb, etc. Mod. Christianity 
enjoins that we love our enemies. _ „ . 

0. To prohibit, forbid (a thing) ; to prohibit (a 
person) from (a person or thing). Now only in 
Law : To prohibit or restrain by an Injunction. 

2389 Puttenham Eng. PoesieixZ6g) 30 Sore agreeued . .for 
that he had enioyned them from their wiues. 18x4 Ld. 
Eldon in Vesey & Beame Reports II. 412 The Court ,. 
would, .injoin that action for ever. 3884 Sir C. Bowen m 
Law Rep. Chanc. Div. XXVI. 709 We are now asked to. . 
enjoin him for ever from infringing a right which does not 
exist. 

Hence + Enjoi'nance, an injunction, command. 
Enjoi'ued, ppl. a. Enjoi'ner, one who enjoins. 
Enjoi-ning 1 , vbl. sb. Enjoi nment, the action of 
enjoining, injunction. 

2782 Elphinston Martial in. ii. 132 That is thy father's 
own enjoinance. 2394 Hooker Eccl. Pol. 11. yiii. (1611) 78 
That which the bond of. .enioyned duty tied him vnto. 2601 
Shaks. A IPs Well in. v. 97 Of inioyn'd penitents There’s 
foure or fiue, to great S. laques bound. Golding He 
Mornay xxxiii. 532 The founder or Inioyner thereof by 
Lawe. 1662 Fuller Worthies Sussex m. ioi^ He was a great 
punisher of Pluralists, and injoyner of Residence, a 2370 
Becon New Catech. Wks. (1844) 217 The enjoining of this 
outward baptism doth not save. 2646 SirT. Browne Pseud. 
Ep. (J.), Critical trial should be made by publick enjoin- 
ment. 28x6 Scott A ntiq . xxxix, Letters of more strict enjoin- 
ment and more hard compulsion. 1868 Browning Ring <fy 
Bk. II. iv. 777 Her putative parents had impressed On 
their departure, their enjoinment. 

t Enjornt. Obs. [a. OF. enjoincte , f. enjoindre: 
see prec.] That which is enjoined ; a charge, duty. 

2413 Lydg. Pilgr. Sowle 1. xxv, (1859) 30 He has done his 
enioynte withouten ony peyn. 

f HnjouTn, corruption of Adjourn : see En- 
prefX A. 2 ; *=> Adjourn 3. 

2494 Fabyan Ckrott. vn. 593 And y'' foresayd parliament 
was eniourned vnto y* xx. day of Cristemas. 

Enjourney : see En- pref. 1 1 a. 
t Enjoy, sb. Obs . [f. next, vb.] “= Enjotment. 

2389 Puttenham Eng. Poesie (1869) 249 As true loue is 
content with his enioy. 

Enjoy (end^or), v. Forms: a. 4-7 enjoye, 
(4 enyoie, 5-6 enyoy), 5 enjoye, 7 enjoie, 6- 
enjoy. 0 . 5-8 injoy, 6-7 in joye, injoie. [a. 
either OF. enjoie-r (cf. It. ingiojare) to give joy 
to, refi. to enjoy, f. en - in + joie Joy ; or OF. enjoir 
to enjoy , rejoice , f. en- + joir (Fr. jouir) :~L. gau- 
dere ; cf. rejoice ] 

1 . intr. To be in joy, or in a joyous state ; to 
manifest joy, exult, rejoice. 

C1380 Wyclif Tracts Wks. (1880) 243 Enyoie ?e to him wij> 
cjuakynge. 1382 — Luke i. 14 And manye scnulen enioye 
in his natyuite. c 1440 Gesta Rom. (1878) 122 (Harl. MS.) 
He enioyed and was glad in al his herte. 2483 Caxton 
Gold. Leg. 250/3 He sechyng the kyngdome of neuen en- 
ioyeth as a vaynqueur. 2549 Laneham Let. Pref. 41 Yet 
he neuer enioied after, but in conclusyon pitifully wasted 
his painful Iyfe, 

f b. To enjoy of: = sense 3 or 4 [Fr . jouir dei\ 

* 2325 Barclay Egloges (1570) C iv/3 Likewise mayst thou 
inioy of our science, 1557 North Diall of Princes 238 a/i 
Of all that I haue had, possessed, attained, and whereof I 
haue enioyed, I haue onely two thinges, etc. 

f 2 . trans. To put into a joyous condition ; to 
make happy, give pleasure to. Obs . 

2484 Caxton Ryall Bk. C j. For to gladde and enjoye 
the people. <71300 Melusme 150 Whos taryeng enjoyed 
her moche. 2302 Ord. Crysien Men iv. xxvii, (1506) 324 
That it hym may enioye & recomforte in his spyryte. 
x6xo Markham Masterp. u. Ii. 207 No meat will enioy or 
do good vnto him. 

D. reft. To experience pleasure, be happy; now 
chiefly, to find pleasure in an occasion of festivity 
or social intercourse, in a period of recreation, etc. 

2656 H. More Antid. Ath. (J.), Creatures are made to 
enjoy themselves, as well as to serve us. 2712 Shaftesb. 
Charac. in. § 2 (1737) I. ^10 When I employ my Affection in 
friendly and social Actions.. I can sincerely enjoy myself. 
vyiz Steele Sped. No. 422 r 2 The agreeable Man makes 
his Friends enjoy themselves. Mod. Did you enjoy yourself 
at the party ? He is enjoying himself at the seaside. They 
have nothing to do but enjoy themselves. 

3 . trans. To possess, use, or experience with de- 
light. Also with reference to the feeling only: 
To take delight in, relish. Also absol. 


2462 Paston Lett. No. 457 II. 109 Iche off us al! schuld 
injoy the wylleffar off odyr. 2538 Starkey England 
ii. 67 No one can long Enyoy plesure. 2397 Shaks. 2 Hen. 
IV \ iv. iv. 108 Such are the Rich, That haue aboun- 
dance, and enioy it not. <*2639 Reliq. Wotton. 12 Both well 
enough injoying the present. 2667 Milton P. L. ix. 829 
Adam wedded to another Eve,^ Shall live with her enjoy- 
ing, I extinct. 1713 Addison Cato (T.)» I could enjoy the 
pangs of death And smile _ in agony. 2743 Richardson 
Pamela III. 137 How he. .injoys, .the Relations of his own 
rakish Actions. 2870 E. Peacock Ralf Skirl II. ii. 10 Wil- 
liam enjoyed the novelty very much. 2872 Ruskin Eagle's 
N. § 85 It is appointed for all men to enjoy, but for few to 
achieve. 

b. with inf. as obj. colloq. or vulgar. 

1864 Realm 22 J une 3 She would greatly enjoy to dance at 
a ball once more. 

4 . In weaker sense: To have the use or benefit 
of, have for one’s lot ^ something which affords 
pleasure, or is of the nature of an advantage), 
c 1460 Fortescue Abs. Lim. Mon. (1714) 144 We schai 
now enjoye our own Goods [in peace under Edward IV]. 
2335 Coverdale jfob xxxiii, 28 Latteth him enioye the 
light of y e iyuinge. 2377-87 Holinshed Chron. III. 811/2 
He had of so long continuance inioied the name of iust and 
vpright. 1651 Hobbes Levin th. 1. xiv. 67 Mony is thrown 
amongst many, to be enjoyed by them that catch it. 1676 
Hobbes Iliad 1. 88 As long as I enjoy my life. 1749 Field- 
ing Tom Jones 1. iv. (1840) 3/2 It [Allworthy's house] 
stood . .high enough to enjoy a most charming prospect. 
1818 Cruise Digest VI. 300 Anne.. shall hold and enjoy 
the same as a place of inheritance. 1830 Disraeli Chas. /, 
III. iv. 52 Wentworth had not enjoyed the royal favour. 
1874 Carpenter Ment. Phys.\xZ 79)1. vii. 324 Animals en- 
joying a much lower degree of intelligence. 

If Sometimes used catachr. with obj. denoting 
something not pleasurable or advantageous. 

Chiefly in expressions like ‘ to enjoy poor health/ ‘to 
enjoy an indifferent reputation where the sb. has properly 
a favourable sense, qualified adversely by the adj. (Cf. the 
similar use of jouir de, censured by Fr. grammarians 1 . 
Uses like those in quots. 1577, a 1633, to which this expla- 
nation does not apply, could not now occur, 

1577 Hanmer A nc. Eccl. Hist. 469 What shall I speake of 
Pertinax and what of lulian ? Enioyed not both they one 
ldnde of death? a 2633 Mun day Palmerin (1639) *• l‘ v - 
His Father, Mother and all his friends, .were not a little 
sorrowfull to enjoy his absence. 1834 Venn Life $ Lett. 
(1835) 407 At best she enjoys poor health. 2872 Macduff 
Mem. Patmos ii. 148 The reigns of Alexander Severus arid 
Caracalla. .enjoyed an unhappy distinction for their grinding 
taxation. 

t b. To have one's will of (a woman). Obs. 

2398 Shaks. Merry W. n. ii. 265 You shall, if you will, 
enioy Fords wife. 1667 Milton P. L. ix.1032 Never did thy 
Beautie . .so enflame my sense With ardor to enjoy thee. 

Enjoyable (.eud^oi-abl), a. [f. Enjoy v.+ 

-ABLE.] 

1 . Capable of being enjoyed. 

2645 Milton Colast.iR.), Unfitness and contrariety, .leaves 
nothing between them enjoyable. 2746-7 Hervey Med it, 
(1818 1 269 A portion enjoyable only through such a fortuit- 
ous term. 1825 Ld. Cockburn Man. 309 Enjoyable only 
by the young and active. 1839 Dickens Lett. (1880) I. 24 
The last gratification is enjoyable all our lives. 

2 . Affording pleasure, delightful. 

a 1744 Pope Lett. (T. ), The evening of our days is generally 
the calmest and the most enjoyable of them. 2867 Dickens 
Lett. (1880^ II. 304 This passage in winter time cannot be 
said to be an enjoyable excursion. 2882 Braddon ML Royal 
III. vi. 95 Plymouth seemed a very enjoyable place. 

Enjoy -ableness, [f. prec. + -ness.] The 
quality of being enjoyable. 

2868 Lessons Mid. Age 10 Would that things would keep 
their first fresh feeling and racy enjoyableness 1 2885 Ad- 
vance (Chicago) 9 July 445 A cold rain detracted somewhat 
from the enjoyableness of the occasion. 

Enjoy ably (end^oi-abli), adv. [f. as prec. + 
-ly z : see -ably.] In an enjoyable manner. 

2877 Bigg-Wither Pion. S. Brazill, n. iv.288, I passed 
my first night .. uneventfully, but yet supremely enjoyably. 
1887 Charity Org. Rev. III. Aug. 324 The meeting, which 
was throughout enjoyably informal, dissolved. 
tEnjoyance. Obs . [f. Enjoy v. + -ance.] 
* Enjoyment. 

1627 Sanderson Scrrn. I. 267 They had but a very small 
enjoyance of the light of God’s word. 

Enjoyer (endgoroi). [f. Enjoy v. + -er. 1 ] One 
who enjoys. Const, of. 

c 2600 Shaks. Sonnets lxxv, A miser, .proud as an inioy er. 
2607 Hieron Wks. I. 101 Many enioyers of Gods blessing. 
27.. De la Pryme Diary 315 Enjoyers of y e drained 
lands in their parishes. 1856 Emerson Eng. Traits v. 79 
We. .use the names [Saxon and Norman], .one to represent 
the worker, and the other the enjoyer. 1884 Sat. Rev. 7 
June 734/2 A nation cannot be a mere ,. placid enjoyer of 
the dividends on the savings and gains of its forefathers. 

Enjoying, vbl. sb. [f. Enjoy v. + -ing b] The 
action of the verb Enjoy ; enjoyment. 

1336 AnneBoleyn Let . Hen. VIII in Select. Harl. Misc . 
(1793) 149 Must bring you the enjoying of your desired 
happiness. 2603 Florio Montaigne (1634) 495 All enjoyings 
are not alike. 2652 Hobbes, Leviath. in. xli. 264 The en- 
joying of Immortality, in the Kingdome of the Son of Man. 

pi. 2622 Lady M. Wroath Urania 148 Those loose and 
wicked enjoyings which we coveted. Ibid. 229, 297, 371. 

Enjoying (end^oHq ),///. a. [f. Enjoy v. + 
-ing-.] That enjoys ; cheerful, happy. 

2655 Earl Orrery Part hen. (1676) 5 An enjoying Lover. 
1857 He Quincey Bent ley Wks. VII. 97 In the same cheer- 
ful and enjoying frame of mind did Bentley sit by his 
happy fireside in Trinity Lodge. 2866 Geo. Eliot F. Holt 
xxxiv. He was . . less bright and enjoying than usual 
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Enjoyingly # (endgorigli), adv. [f. prec. + 
In an enjoying manner ; with enjoyment 
1835 Frasers M ag. XI. 568 To recognise most enjoyingly 
‘ original ’ reflections and * novel ’ remarks. 1877 Furnivall 
Leopold Skaks. Introd. 114 Shakspere. .took enjoyingly the 
pleasures, .that the fates provided. 

Enjoyment .end^oi'ment). Also 7-8 injoy- 
ment [f. Enjoy v. + -ment.] 

1 , The action or state of deriving gratification 
from an object. Also, in weaker sense, the posses- 
sion and use of something which affords pleasure 
or advantage. Const, of. 

1553 Brende Q. Cur this 119 (R.) Why do you doubt for 
the enioyment ofthose thinges to breake out of this imprison- 
ment? 1665 Manley Grot ius' Low-C. Warres 378 Injoy- 
ment of many Lands. 1718 Lady M. W. Montague Lett. II. 
lvi. 86 The honest English squire, .believes, .that, .there is 
no perfect enjoyment of this life out of Old England. 1848 
Macaulay Hist . Eng. II. 212 He would protect the Esta- 
blished Church in the enjoyment of her legal rights. 1877 
Sparrow Serm. xxiii. 312 The depth of the peace which 
flows from the enjoyment of his love, 

2 . Gratification, pleasure ; concr. something which 
gives pleasure. 

2665 Boyle Occas. Ref. v. iii. (1675) 305 He cuts them 
off, in the height of their Injoyments. 1732 Berkeley 
Alciphr. I, § 9 Food, drink, , sleep, and the like animal enjoy- 
ments being what all men like and love. 184a Miss Mitford 
in L’Estrange Life III, ix. 154 Such a life might have had 
its enjoyments even in London. 1874 Lady Barker Slat. 
Life in N. Z. iv. 25 We . .were only lit for the lowest phase 
of human enjoyment— warmth, food, and sleep. 

t Eirjoy*S@, v. Obs. [ad. OF. enjoiss- extended 
stem oi enjoir, f. en- (see En- 1 ) + joir (mod. F. 
jouif) to enjoy.] reft . and intr. To make oneself 
joyful ; to be delighted, rejoice. Const, of. 

c 1470 Harding ChroJi. xvi. vi, Of euill gotten good the 
third should not enioyse. 1483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 430 Of 
whiche good lyf and chyldehode his debonayr moder enioys- 
yng hirself sayd ofte tymes, etc. 
itlnjubard, var. of Ex jeopard v. Obs . 
Enjudge : see En- pref 1 3. 
t E*ujury, obs. form of Injure v. 

1491 Caxton Vitas Pair. (W. de W. 1495) 1. lxvi. 115 a/i 
He was euyll content wyth hym, estemyng to be eniuryed 
bi the wordes aforesayd. 

Enk, obs. form of Ink. 

t Enke anel, v. Obs. Also 6 inkennel. [f. 
En- 1 + Kennel.] tram. To lodge as in a kennel. 

1577-87 Holinshed CAron. HI. 1029/2 Comming to S. 
Leonards hill, .they [Ket’s followers] inkennelled themselues 
there on the same hill. 1603 Davies Microcosmos 84 (D.) 
[Diogenes] that alwaies in a tub enkennell’d lies, 
t B ilker, adv. Obs . rare. [a. OF. mere lit. 

* inked,’ in phrase vert encre dark green.] In ME. 
phrase enkergrene , dark green. 

<71340 Gaw. 9 f Gr. Knt. 150 Ouer-al enker grene. Ibid. 
2477 pe kny3t in )>e enker grene. 

Enkerehief : see En- pref 1 1 a. 

+ Enkerly, adv. Obs. In 4 enerely, en- 
kerly, enkrely, ynkirly, -urly, 5-6 inkirly. 
[Origin uncertain ; possibly a. ON. *einkarliga 
(cf. mid. Da. enkorlig adj. especial) f. einkar - prefix; 
specially, very ( » einkan - whence einkanliga espe- 
cially). But tnis is not quite satisfactory with re- 
gard to the sense. Cf. Sc. inkirt ‘ anxious ’ (Jam.),] 
Earnestly, heartily, fervently. 

. *375 Barbour Bruce 1. 301 For he thocht ay enerely To do 
his deid awysily. Ibid. vn. 183 The kyng. .slepit nocht full 
ynkurly. Ibid. x. 534 He has seyn The Erll sa ynkirly 
hym set Sum sutelte or [wile] to get. c 13756V, Leg. Saints, 
Andreas 678 For pat I has luffit )>e lange enkrely. ? a 1400 
Morte Art h. 507 Thene the emperour was egree, and 
enkerly fraynes pe answere of Arthure. 15x3 Douglas 
A&neis vi. i. 8 The kyng . . inkirly from his hart Maid this 
orisone. 

Enkernel : see En- pref 1 1 a. 

Enkindle (enkrnd’l), v. Also 6 enkendle, 
6-8 inkindle. [f. Ex- 1 + Kindle v .] 

1 . trans. To cause (a flame, etc.) to blaze up. 
Chiefly fg. to excite ( passions, war, etc.). 

1583 Stanyhurst Aeneis ir. (Arb.) 63 Whose sight thy 
passion angrye Enkendleth. 2593 Nash's. Christ's T. (16x3) 
38 A short blazd straw-fire, to unde or inkindle Hell-fire. 
1652 Bp. Patrick Fun. Serin, in J. Smith's Sel. Disc. 533 
He who inflames our souls with love to God,^ will certainly 
enkindle a subordinate love within us to himself. *169% 
Boyle Whs. VI. 531 <R.) I he apprehension ..ran .. of its 
[the Fire of London] being inkindled with design by the 
French and Dutch. 1751 Johnson Rambler No. 183 F 7 
Fresh remembrance of vexation must still enkindle rage. 
1794 S. Williams Vermont 307 All parties had cautiously 
avoided enkindling a civil war, 18x9 Month. Mag. XLVIII. 
307 This poetic fury appears to have been first enkindled in 
Bodmer by the appearance of the five first books of Klop- 
stock’s Messiah. 1858 Kingsley Andromeda 329 In her 
heart new life was enkindled. 

2 . To set (a combustible) on fire. In lit. sense 
Obs. or arch. 

*548 Udall etc. Erastn. Par. Rom. xiii. (R.) Nor let us 
extinguish the smoldering flaxe, but enkendle it. 1638 
Wilkins New World iii. (1707) 29 Such solid Orbs, that by 
their swift Motion might heat and enkindle the adjoining 
Air. 1747 Hales in Phil. Tram. XLIV. 582 (2) Some 
Means . . to inkindle the sulphureous Vapours. 1794 T. 
Taylor Pausanias ' Descr. Greece I. 43 But then the pieces 
qf wood, .were enkindled without fire. 

' b* fg- To inflame with passion, desire, etc. 
t Former const, to (an action, object of pursuit). 


2562 T. Norton Calvin's Inst. iv. xvi. (1634) 662 They 
shall hereby be the more inkindled to the endevor of re- 
nuing. 5603 Shaks. Macb. 1. iii. 120 That trusted home, 
Might yet enkindle you unto the Crowne. a 16x9 Daniel 
Coll. Hist. Eng. (1626) 25 The King . . inkindled with this 
affront, spared not his Person, to auenge his wrath. 2628 
Bp. Hall Old Relig. 34 He is inwardly inkindled to an in- 
deauour of good. 2834 Disraeli Rev. Epick m. xiii, 10 
That voice that like a trump Their blood enkindled. 

C. transf. To light up, illuminate. 
x87o < Lowell Study Wind. m 1x4 That literary heaven., 
artificially enkindled from behind. 2876 Swinburne Erechth. 
2372 And the light of their eyeballs enkindled so bright with 
the lightnings of death. 

f 3 . intr. To take fire ; to burst forth in flame. 
2553 Grimald tr. Cicero's Duties {c 1600) 87 a, Those things 
wherunto most men inkindled with greedinesse bee haled. 
2671 Salmon Syn. Med. 1. xxxvii. 84 Wet Hay laid together 
. .soon inkindles. 2747 Hales in Phil. Trans. XLIV. 584 
Those who have been on high Hills have observed Lighten- 
ing to inkindle among the Clouds. 

Enkindled (enki*ndTd), ppl.a. [f. prec. + 
-ED 1 .] In the senses of the verb. 

1549-62 Sternhold & H. Ps. cvi. 29 And in his so in- 
kindled wrath the plague upon them broke, 2595 Shaks. 
John iv. ii. 163 Eyes as red as new enkindled lire. 2723 
Derham Phys.-Theol. 1. iii 21 Lightening, and other en- 
kindled Vapours. 2877 Morley Crit.Misc. Ser. n. 257 The 
enkindled summits of the soul. 

Enkindler (enkrndlai). [f. Enkindle v. + 
-Eli.] One who or that which enkindles. 

2853 Bowring in Fraser's Mag. XLVIII. 350 A lamp. . 
when enkindled, is Th’ enkindler of a thousand. 1868 
Contemp. Rev. IX. 563 The Irish Government, .has been. . 
not the enkindler, not the leader, not the abetter of aggressive 
Protestantism in Ireland. 

Enkindling (enkrndlig),///. a. [f. as prec, 
-f -ing.] That enkindles. 

2626 T. H. tr. Caussin's Holy Crt . 93 The enkindling 
tinder of his lust. 2674 N. Fairfax Bulk <$• Selv. 121 Until 
this loses its enkindling leavening strength. 2827 Coleridge 
Biog.^ Lit.yigj For this is really a species of animal magnet- 
ism, in which the enkindling reciter, .lends his own will and 
apprehensive faculty to his auditors. 

Enlabyrinth : see En- prefix 1 a. 

Enlace (enl£**s), v. Also 4-6 enlase, 6, 9 in- 
lace. [a. F. enlace-r — Pr. enlassar, Sp. enlazar y 
Pg. cnla$ar y It. inlacciare late L. *inlaciare y f. 
in- (see In-) + Haci-us (OF. las Lace, snare = It. 
laccioy Sp. lazo ) :—L. laqueus noose. Cf. L. ilia- 
quedre. In later use taken asf. En- 1 + Lace.] 

1 . trans. To lace about, encircle tightly with 
many folds or coils. Also fig. 

c 2374 Chaucer Boeth. 1. iv. 13 pat man. .enlace)? hym in 
Jpe cheyne wij? whiche he may be drawen. 1430 Lydg. Chroti. 
Troy iv. xxx, To perce nerfe and vayne And them enlace in 
his | Cupid’s] fyry chayne. 1502 Ord. Crysten Men (W. de W. 
1506) i. iii. 17 To breke the bondesofthe deuyll, of y° whiche 
he hym helde enlasyd. x 587 Turbkrv. Trag. T. 1 2837 > 1 63 And 
felt himselfe enlaste in love. 1859 Tennent Ceylon II. ix. 
vi. 520 The figs, and particularly the banyan, .speedily seize 
upon the palmyra, enlacing it with their nimble shoots. 2877 
Daily News 26 Dec. 3/1 They will enlace him in the coils 
of their red tape. 

b. transf To surround closely, enfold, embrace. 
1633 P. Fletcher Purple I si . v. xi. The second all the 
city round enlaces. — Elisa ii. 49 While he again her in 
his arms enlac’d. 1865 Carlyle Fredk. Gt. IX. xx. v. 78 The 
old Town . . is enlaced, .by a set of lakes and quagmires. 

2 . To interlace, entwine, entangle. Also fig 1 

c 2374 Chaucer Boeth. v. i. 149 pe questioun of J?e deuyne 
purueance is enlaced wipmanyoperquestiouns. 1509 Barclay 
Shyp oj Folysf 1570) 241 The violet , .in bosome by me alway 
I beare, The same oft time inlased with my heare. 1868 
Hawthorne Amer. Not e-bks. (1879) I* 65 The leafy boughs 
and twigs of the underbrush enlace themselves. 1870 Morris 
Earthly Par. 111 . iv. 200 His fingers lovingly enlaced By 
other fingers. 

3 . To cover as with a network. 

2850 Kingsley A It. Locke xxxvi. (1879] 375 The vast plains 
of Hindostan, enlaced with myriad silver rivers and canals. 

f 4 . [See Unlace, Lace vbsi] To take off (the 
wings of a bird) in carving. Obs. 

c 1460 J. Russell Bk. Nurture in Babees Bk. (1868) 142 
Take capoun or hen so enlased, & devide. 

Hence Enla*ced ///. a. 

2851 Mrs, Browning Casa Guidi W. 56 Doth he.. Keep 
house.. with inlaced Bare brawny arms about his favourite 
child. 

Enlacement (enl^-sment). [f. Enlace v.+ 
-ment.] The action of enlacing; the condition 
of being enlaced. 

1830 Southey Vug. Dragon 1. 87 His tail about the imp he 
roll’d, In fond and close enlacement. 2888 Blackw. Mag. 
Feb. 174 Joyce detached herself suddenly from that close 
enlacement. 

Enl&'cing, vbl. sb. [f. as prec. + -ing.] *=prec. 
1633 P. Fletcher Purple IsL 55 The moat of glasse is 
named from that enlacing. 

Enlaik : see Inlake. 

t Enla*ngoured, ppL a. Obs. [ad. OF. en- 

langonre , f. en- (see En - pref + langour (mod. F. 
langtteur)i-fb. languor-em languor.] Languid, pale. 

c 1400 Rom. Rose 7401 Of such a colour enlangoured, 
Was Abstinence. 

Enlangtdsh, Enlap : see En - pref 3. 
t Enla rd, v. Obs. Also 6-7 inlard. [f. En-X 
+ Laud.] trans. a. To lard, fill with lard or fat ; 
in quots.^. b. = Interlard. 

2556 Abp. Parker Psalter cxix. 351 Inlarded is their hart 


with pride. 2606 Shaks. TV. <§> Cr. n, iii. 205 That were to 
enlard his fat already pride. 2621 Burton Anat. Mel. iii. 
iv. x. i, A fifth part of the world, .so inlarded and interlaced 
with several superstitions. 

Enlarge (enlaud#), v. Also 4 enlarges., 7 
enlardge, 6-8 inlarge. [a, OF. enlarge-r, en- 
largir, f. en - (see En- 1 ) + large (see Large). 
Some of the mod.Eng. uses are influenced by those 
of Fr. ilargir, OF. eslargir, alarger (see Alarge).] 
I. To make larger. 

1 . trans. To render no ore spacious or extensive ; 
to extend the limits of (a territory, enclosure, etc.) ; 
to widen (boundaries). 

In later use this merges in the more generalized sense 2 ; 
the fig. applications in 3 however remain distinct. 

c 1400 Maundev. v, 45 Thei may not enlargen it [Egypt] 
toward the desert, for defaute of watre. c 2420 Pallad. 
on Hush. 1, 316 The fundament enlarge it half a foote Out- 
with the wough. 1535 Coverdale Jer, xxxi. 38 The cite 
of y° Lorde shalbe enlarged from the towre of Hananeel, 
vnto y - gate of the corner wall. _ a 2687 PETTY Pol. A rith. 72 
Any Prince willing to inlarge his Territories, will give, etc. 
2748 Hartley Ohserv. Man 1. ii. § x. 123 Grinding inlarges 
the sphere of their attractions. 1856 Kane A ret. E.xpl. II. 
xv. 164 He will rear himself upon his hind-legs to enlarge his 
circle of vision. 

2 . To increase the size of (a material object) ; 
to add to, augment (a literary work, a person’s 
wealth, the number or amount of anything ). F or- 
merly also (cf. uses of large) with reference to 
intensive magnitude: to increase (a person’s re- 
nown, the force of anything, etc.). + Sometimes 
with out {obs. rare). Also, to increase in apparent 
size, magnify. Also absol. 

c 1380 Antecrist in Todd 3 Treat. Wyclif 120 ]?e deuyl 
shal enlarge his taile more wickudly m pe eende of jpe 
worlde. 1576 Fleming Panoplie EP. x 17 That the dignitie 
of Plancus might be augmented, & his honour inlarged. 
2592 Sfenser M. Hubberd 745 T’enlarge his breath, (large 
breath in armes most needfull). 2594 Carew tr. Huarte 
Exam. Wits (1616) 280 By means whereof it extendeth and 
enlargeth out the naturall heat. 2614 Raleigh Hist. World 
II. iv. vii. § x. 246 He . . enlarged the Centurions of Horse- 
men. 1628 Hobbes Thucyd. (1822) 57 The Athenians much 
enlarged their own particular wealth. 2683 Salmon Doron 
Med. 1. 155 It inlarges its Narcotick Force. <22687 Petty 
Pol. A rith. x. xx6 Selling of Lands to Foreigners for Gold 
and Silver, would inlarge the Stock of the Kingdom. 1703 
Rowe Fair Penit. 1. i. 202 Enthusiastick Passion . . Enlarg’d 
her Voice. 2732 Pope Ep. Cobham 1. 35 Fancy’s beam en- 
larges, multiplies, Contracts. 1742 Young Nt. Th. iv. 462 
O how is man inlarg’d, Seen thro* this medium. 2774 Mon- 
boddo Language led. 2) I, Pref. xo In this second edition, 
so much inlarged. 28x0 Scott Lady of L. I.xxxiv, Slowly 
enlarged to giant size. 2845 Budd Dis. Liver 126 The 
spleen is found enormously enlarged. 2866 Walcott Cathedr. 
Reform . in Ch. World 15 At the very time when the num- 
bers and learning of parish clergy were rapidly being en- 
larged. 1883 Manch. Exam. 24 Oct. 5/1^ Their salaries will 
be enlarged out of the episcopal and capitular incomes. 

Fb. To magnify, exaggerate in statement. Also, 
to set forth at length, Obs. 

2586 A. Day Eng. Secretary (1625) A ijb, To., enlarge 
my paines taken in publishing the other. 2646 H, Law- 
rence Comm. Angells 23, I shall not enlarge this now 
particularly. 2703 Maundrell Journ. Jems. (1732) 15 The 
Asiatick way of enlarging. 2728 Morgan A lgiers I. iii. 52 
Report generally inlarges matters. 

f c. intr. To enlarge on : to make an addition 
to la plan) ; to amplify (a hinth Obs. (Cf. 5 b.) 

2722 Addison Sped. No. 58 l» 13 It is so very easy to en- 
large upon a good Hint. 2790 Paley Horse Paul. i. 8, I 
have so far enlarged upon this plan, as to take into it, etc. 
2800 Med. Jml. IV. 233 Those gentlemen . . will . . enlarge 
on the plan I have hinted thus lightly. 

3 . Figurative applications of I. 

a. To extend the range or scope of. + Also, 
to spread, promote the diffusion of (a belief) {obs.). 

1553 Eden Treat. Newe hid. Title (Arb.) 3 God is glori- 
fied and the Christian fayth enlarged. 2504 Hooker Eccl. 
Pol. 1. iii, We somewhat more enlarging the sence thereof. 
1656 H. Philipps Purch. Patt. (2676) 139 To enlarge this 
Table, that so it may shew not only . . half inches, but the 
quarters, or tenth parts of Inches. 2668 in_ Phil. Trans. 
II. 3 The endeavours of the Authour for the improving and 
enlarging his Philosophical Commerce. 2742 Richardson 
Pamela IV. 102 Till I have catch ’d her a little inlarging 
her innocent Freedoms, as she call s them. 2782 Priestley 
Corn of Christianity II. x. 244 Justinian greatly enlarged 
this kind of authority. 2884 Earl Selborne in Law Times 
Rep. New Ser. L. 3 He cannot, .enlarge in his own favour 
the legal, .operation of the instrument. 

b. To widen, render more comprehensive (a 
person’s thoughts, sympathies, affections) j to ex- 
pand, increase the capacity of (the mind). 

2665 Glanvill Seeps. Sci. 74 Science indeed inlargeth : 
But there’s a knowledge that only puffeth up. <22704 T. 
Brown Dk. OrmoncCs Recov. Wks. 1730 1. 51 His mind 
enlarg’d, and boundless as the sky. 2736 Butler Anal. 1. 
i, Persons’ notions of what is natural, will he enlarged . 2850 
M Cosh Div. Govt. 11. i. (1874) 152 Geologists would enlarge 
our conceptions of Time. 2868 Freeman Norm. Conq. (1876) 
II. vn. 41 His own mind was enlarged and enriched by 
foreign travel. 

e. To enlarge the heart : to ' expand { swell ’ 
the heart with gratitude or affection (in this sense 
sometimes with personal obj., after 2 Cor. vi. 13) ; 
now usually, to increase the capacity of the heart 
for affection, widen the range of the affections. 

2622 Bible 2 Cor. vi. n O yee Corinthians, our mouth is 
open vnto you, our heart is enlarged. Ibid. 13 Be ye also 
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inlarged, 1638 Rouse Heav. Univ. v. x. (1702) 151 Be 
thou enlarged in thy return of Thanks and Glory to Him. 
1667 Milton L. vm. 590 Love refines The thoughts, and 
heart enlarges. 1741 Richardson Pamela II, 156 My Heart 
is .. more inlarg’d with his Goodness and Condescension. 
1848 Macaulay Hist. Eng, 1 . 162 All hearts, .were enlarged 
and softened. 185a Robertson Led, 177 Enlarge your tastes, 
that you may enlarge your hearts as well as your pleasures. 

d. To enlarge the hand: to open the hand 
wide, be liberal. Ohs. or arch. Cf. large-handed. 

1651 Life Father Sarpi (1676) 63 It was thought necessary 
for him to enlarge his hand to those that managed Bread 
and wine. 

f e. To extend (the time allowed for an action) ; 
to grant or obtain an extension of time for (a 
lease, bankruptcy, etc.). Ohs, 

1656 H. Philipps PurcJu Pate, (1676) B vij b, Leases . . 
lately in larged to 60 years. 1677 Marvell Carr,, cccv. 
Wks. 1872-5 II. 54.8 We shall perceive whether his Majesty 
thinke fit to . .inlarge the adjournment. 1725 Lend. Gaz. 
No, 6435/3 The . . Time was . . enlarged for Joseph Lacy . . 
for surrendring himself, 18x2 Exam. 24 Aug. 537/1 Bank- 
ruptcy Enlarged, J. Chatterton . . flour-merchant, from June 
27 to September 9. 1863 H. Cox Inst it. 1. vi. 36 An Act . . 
for enlarging the time of continuance of Parliaments. 

£ Law. To enlarge an estate : said of the effect 
of a release which, e.g. converts a life-interest, or 
a tenancy for a term of years, into a fee-simple or 
fee-tail. (The sense may perh. belong to branch II.) 

1574 tr. Littleton's Tenures 97 b. Releases .. sometime 
have their e effect e by force to enlarge the estate [AF. 
enlarger testate] of them, to whome the release is made. 
15^7 Daniel Civ. Wares vm. lix, To confer First, how he 
might have her estate inlarg’d. 18x8 Cruise Digest VI. 321 
If Popham . .should not enlarge his estate to an estate tail. 

4. rejl. (in senses 1 - 3 .) To increase or widen in 
extent, bulk, or scope. 

14x3 Lydg. Pilgr. Sonde iv. xxx. (1483I 77 Gold Wylie 
well enduren under the hamoiire enlavgyng hymself with- 
outen erasure. 1591 Shaks. x Hen. VI, i.ii. 134 Glory is 
like a Circle in the Water, Which neuer ceaseth to enlarge 
it selfe. 1823 Lamb Elia Ser. 11.(1865', Enlarging themselves, 
if I may say so, upon familiarity. ' 1875 J owett Plato t,ed. 2) 
III. 28 Q ur ideas will have to enlarge themselves. 

b. intr, for reft. 

X48X Caxton Myrr. m. L 132 Yfther the were gretter than 
the sone, thenne the shadowe of \> e sone shold goo en- 
largyng. 1541 R. Copland Guy dons Quest. Chirurg. , Fro 
whiche cometh a corde that thre fyngre brede fro the elbow 
enlargeth and compriseth all the elbow. 1756-82 J. Warton 
Ess. Pope\,rj&2) I. vii. 406 The figure of Fame enlarging and 
growing every moment. 1776 Withering Boi. Arrangem . 
(17961 IV. 265 The hollow very fine, but soon enlarging by 
the shrinking of the spongy flesh. 1845 Budd Dis. Liver 352 
His belly began to enlarge. 1875 Jowett Plato led. 2) IV. 
281 As our knowledge increases, our perception of the mind 
enlarges also* 1879 Carpenter Ment. Phys. 1. ii. § 61. 62 
A sort of core . . which enlarges in the parts of the Cord 
that give off the nerve-trunks. 

t c. Of the wind, thunder: To increase in 
force. Ohs. 

1628 Digby Voy. Medit. (r 8681 15 If the wind had not 
suddainely enlarged. 1762-9 Falconer Shipzor. m. 436 
Loud, and more loud, the rolling peals enlarge. 

+ 5. reft. To expand (oneself) in words, give free 
vent to one’s thoughts in speech. Also, in similar 
sense, To enlarge one's heart. Ohs. 
x6x4 Raleigh Hist. World II. v. iii, § 15. 441 It will appeare 
more commendable in wise men, to enlarge themselues, 
and to publish, etc. 1651 Fuller Adel Rediv., Bradford 
(1867) I. 22i He enlarged himself in a most sweet meditation, 
of the wedding garment. 1660 Trial Regie. 154, I found 
he began to inlarge his heart to me, 1678 Cu ©worth Intell. 
Syst. 1. i. § 39. 48 The Platonists frequently take occasion 
from hence to enlarge themselves much in the disparage- 
ment of Corporeal things. 

b. intr. for reft. To speak at large, expatiate. 
Const. on, upon ; formerly also simply. 

1659 Hammond On Ps. 3 , 1 shall not here inlarge to insert. 
1664 Butler. Hud. 11. it. 68, I shall enlarge upon the Point. 
1771 Junius Lett. liv. 283 [He] enlarges with rapture upon 
the importance of his services. x8x8 Jas. Mill Brit. India 
II. v. v. 500 He was somewhat disposed to enlarge in praise of 
himself. 1830 Lyell Princ. Geol. 1 . 323 Respecting Southern 
Italy, Sicily, and the Lipari Isles, we need not enlarge 
here. 1833 Ht. Martineau Vanderfut <$• S. vi. 99 He en- 
larged once more on the avarice and cowardice of the banks. 

II. 6 . To set at large ; to release from con- 
finement or bondage. Somewhat arch. Cf. Fr. 
elargir. 

1494 Fabyan vi. cxlix. 136 In this passe tyme, Gryffon, 
the yonger brother, was enlargyd frome pryson. 1560 
Daus tr. Sleidane's Comm. 453 b^The captiue Cardinalles 
at the length putting in suerties are inlarged. 1580 
Sidney Arcadia (,1622) 329 Like a Lionesse lately enlarged. : 
1605 Camden Rem. 22 Edward the third enlarged them 
first from that bondage. 2616 J, Lane Sqr.’s Tale ix. 277 
Algarsifes soldiers . . demaundes theire General enlardgd. 
1761-2 Hume Hist. Eng. 11806) V. Ixvii. 108 No man, after 
being enlarged by order of court, can be recommitted for 
the same offence. 1878 Simpson Sch. Shake. 39 He was 
enlarged upon sureties, 
b. spec, in Hunting. 

xS8o Daily Tel. 20 Oct., We are close to the spot where 
the stag is to be enlarged. 

C. transf. and fig. 

1593 B. Barnes in Farr S. P. ElizJ 1845'' 1 . 43 Deare Davids 
Sonne [who should from hell] . . poore sinners both inlarge 
and save. 1^97 Sir W. Slingsby in Slingsby Diary 11836) 
252 If we [wind-bound sailors] be not inlarged within these 
20 dayes. 1639 Fuller Holy War nr. viii. (1840) 130 King 
Richard would not enlarge him from the strictness of what 
was concluded. 1725 Pope Odyss. iv. 796 The friendly Gods 


a springing gale inlarg’d. 1796 Morse Amer. Geog. I. 683 
A round -Ball . . in the heat of summer, opens and enlarges 
a number J 6f male insects. 

-f- III.. 7. To bestow liberally; to endow with 
bountiful gifts. [So O F.enlargir; cf. L. largiri.] 
1491 Caxton Vitas Pair. <W . de W, 149511. xliv. 73 b/i, 
He enlarged to the poore grete quantite of his goodes tem- 
poral!. 35x3 Bradshaw St.. Werburge 1. 1669 Clothes of 
Dyaper, Rychely enlarged with syluer and with golde. 1607 
H. Arthington Goodl. God in Farr S.P. fas. I (18481263 
Plow much are we, Lord, bound to thee, For all thy iavours 
every way, Inlarged so aboundantly. 1637 S. Purchas Pol. 
Flying Ins. 1 i. 2 The great Artifex of Nature hath enlarged 
th e sma ller creatures with wisdome, arid invention. 

TV. 8 . To enlarge a horse (see quot.) [after 
OY.flargir]. 

1753 Chambers Cycl. Supp ., Enlarge, in the manege, is 
used for making a horse go large, that is, making him em- 
brace more ground than he before covered. 

Hence Enla*rg , e sh., the action of setting free. 
SnlaTg’ea'ble a., capable of being enlarged, Ea- 
la’rg'eableaiess, the quality of being enlargeable. 

3608T. Middleton Fam. of Lovely 885) 1. il 127 My absence 
may procure thy more enlarge. 1653 Shirley CrL Secret u. 
iii, I may entreat her grace’s mediation To the King for his 
enlarge. x88x Palgrave Visions. Eng. Pref. 11 The more 
large or enlargeable are their technical powers. 1878 Lockyer 
Stargazing 457 If the negative is well defined — that is, if it 
possesses the quality of enlargeableness. 

Enlarged (enlaud^d), fpl. a. [LEnlarge v. 
+ -EdL] 

1. Increased, widened, dilated, extended ; also 
fig. free from narrowness, liberal. 

1599 Thynne Antmadv. Ded. 3 The enlarged contynuance 
of Youre honorable fauour. 1674 N. Mather in Owen 
Holy Spirit 1693) Pref. 2 Abundant Cause of Enlarged 
Thankfulness. 1754 Richardson Grandison (1781) V. xxxJL 
206 His enlarged heart can rejoice in the happiness of his 
friends. 3790 Burke Fr. Rev. Wks. V, 95 More sober 
minds and more enlarged understandings. 1868 Freeman 
Norm. Conq. (1876) II. vii. 109 A sinner for whom the most 
enlarged charity could hardly plead. 

2. Liberated, set free. 

3645 Milton Tetrack. (1851) 155 Som delightfull inter- 
missions, wherein the enlarg’d soul may leav off a while her 
severe schooling, 1886 Besant Ckildr. Cibeon 11, xxxii, The 
enlarged captive. 

Hence f Enla-rgedly adv. in an enlarged 
manner; a. with extended meaning; b. with free 
utterance, f Extla-rgedness, the state or condition 
of being enlarged in heart, speech, etc. 

1625 Bp. Mountagu A pp. Caesar. 172 lustification is taken 
. . enlargedly for that Act of God, etc. 3655 Gurnall Chr . 
in Arm. ix. § 2 (1669) lo 5 / x Thou hearest how enlargedly 
they pray. 1642 G. Hughes Serm. To Rdr., If, of truth 
and enlargednesse of heart to Christ, etc. 1646 Lilburnr 
& Overton Out-cryes Oppr. Commons (ed. 2) 9 So say we 
in the inlargednesse of our soules, a 1688 Bunyan Solomon's 
Temple xviii, God’s true Gospel Church should have its 
enlargedness of heart still upward. 

Enlargement (enlaud^ment). Also 6-8 in- 
largement. [f. Enlarge v. + -ment.] The action 
of enlarging ; the state of being enlarged. 

1. Increase in extent, capacity, magnitude, or 
amount; an instance of such increase. 

2564 H award Eutropius vi. 53 He gave the Daphnenses 
a percell of lande for the enlargemente of theyr groves or 
copyes. 3594 Hooker Reel. Pol. m. xi, The enlargment 
or abridgement of functions minlsteriall. 1664 Evelyn Sylva 
(1679) 4 The repetition of graffmg, for the inlargement and 
melioration of fruit. 3736 Butler Anal. i. 18 The vast 
enlargement of their locomotive powers. 1866 Geo. Eliot 
F. Holt (1868) 46 An enlargement of the chapel . . absorbed all 
extra funds and left nonefur the enlargement of the minister’s 
income. 3875 H, Wood Therap. (,1879)330 Malarial enlarge- 
ments of the spleen. 

b. concr. Something added so as to enlarge. 
a 3693 Boyle Wks. I. 587 (R.) Divers notes . . to be inserted 
here and there, as inlargements in the next edition. 

1 2. Diffusion , propaga tion. Ohs. Cf. Enlarge 3 a. 
3607 Hieron Wks. I. 247 We haue not laboured the in- 
largement of Gods truth. 1644 Milton Educ. 1x7 38) 135 
A great furtherance to the enlargement of a truth. 

3. The widening or expanding of the mind, of 
a person’s thoughts, sympathies, or affections ; the 
quality of being £ enlarged * in mind, thought, etc. 

3806 A- Knox Rem. (1844) I. 06 His own enlargement of 
mind may raise him above . .Judaism. _ 1847 Emerson Repr. 
Men , Swedenborg’Wks. (Bohn 1 1 . 331 His judgmentsare those 
of a Swedish polemic, and his vast enlargements purchased 
by adamantine limitations, a 1862 Buckle Civiliz. (1873) 
III. iii. 182 It prepared them for a certain enlargement of 
mind, which is the natural consequence of seeing affairs 
under various aspects. 

4. Copious discourse or expatiation on a subject ; 
also, verbal amplification, arch. 

1659 O. Walker htstr. Art Oratory 95 Doubled Sentences 
and enlargements by Synonymal Words, .are but necessary. 
3669 Bunyan Holy Citie 5 You must not from me look for 
much inlargement. 2683 Burnet tr. More's Utopia 1x684) 
97^ The old Men take occasion to entertain those about them, 
with some useful and pleasant Enlargements. 1741 War- 
burton Dm. Legat. II. 162 The Subject little needs En- 
largement. 1747 Gould Eng. Ants Ded., I shall therefore 
forbear those usual Enlargements, a 1765 Mallet To 
D k. Mar lb. (R.>, I restrain my pen from all enlargement. 

5. Release from confinement or bondage. 

2540 Act 32 Hen. VIII, c. 2 § 9 After his enlargement and 
commyng out of pryson. 16x1 Bible Esther iv. 14 Then 
shall there enlargement and deliueranee arise to the Jewes 
from another place. 1709 Stanhope Paraphr. IY. 250 That 
Enlargement from the Slavery of Lusts and vicious Habits. 


1774 Goldsm. Nat. Hist . (1862) I. ii. 157 The enclosed animal 
. . by repeated efforts, at last procures its enlargement. 2875 
* Stonehenge ’ Brit. Sports 1. il ii. § 1. 153 The enlargement 
of the deer. 1883 Trevelyan in Daily News 24 Feb. 2/7 The 
enlargement from prison of Mr. Parnell. 

f b. Freedom of action ; concr. a right of free 
action, a privilege. Ohs. 

2611 Shaks. Cymb. 11. iii. 125 Yet you are curb’d from that 
enlargement, by The consequence 0’ th’ Crown. 2646 J. 
Whitaker Uzziah 3 The enlargements bestowed upon tins 
person. 2648 Milton Observ. Art. Peace (1851 j 556 Such 
freedoms and enlargements, as none of their Ancestors 
could ever merit. 

c. In religious use : Conscious £ liberty’,absence" 
of constraint, in prayer, etc. arch. 

2648 Th. Hill The Strength of the Saints 19 Ministers 
find they have preached such a Sermon in such a place with, 
very much enlargement. #1733 D. Wilcox in Spurgeon 
Treas. Dav. Ps. xxvii. 4 What entertainments I have had ! 
what enlargements in prayer, and answers thereto ! 1739 
J. Trapp Serm. Righteousn. over-m. (1758: 61 They talk, 
much of . . their enlargements in devotion. 2766 Wesley 
Jrnl. 31 July, I preached with great enlargement of heart. 
2870 Anderson Missions Amer. Bd. II. xviii. 147 Church 
members had wonderful enlargement and assistance in 
prayer. 

Enlarger (enla-jd^i). Also 7 inlarger. [f. 
Enlarge v. + -er.] He who or that which en- 
larges. 

1 . In senses of Enlarge 1-5. 

1545 Udai.l, etc. Erasm. Par. (1548) Luke 191a, See ye 
what maner ministers and enlargers of his dominion . . he 
chose out for the nons. 16x2 Rrerewood Lang. 4* Relig.' 
xxi. 185 Jacobus .. was in his time a mighty inlarger of 
Eutyches sect, and maintainer of his opinion. x66o Jer, 
Taylor Duct. Dubit. in. iii. §4 If religion be the., en- 
larger of kingdoms. 1774 T. West Antiq. Furness. (1805) 
424 The. right reverend and very learned enlarger of Cam- 
den’s Britannia. 1846 G rote Greece 1. xxi. II. 269 The author 
of the Odyssey is not identical either with the author of the 
Achilleis or his enlargers. 

1 2 . One who sets (a person) at large. Ohs. 

3622 Speed Hist. Gt. Brit. ix. xvi. § 8 Whereby the maine 
drift of his enlargers was not much aduanced. 

Enlarging, vhl. sh. [f. Enlarge v. +-ingL] 

1 . The action of Enlarge v. in its various 
senses. 

1494 Fabyan v. cxv. 89 Hereleuyd greatly the poore people, 
by enlargyng of his liberall almes. Ibid. vi. clxxxvii. 189 
For the enlargynge of the Kyng. 1553 Eden Treat. Nezve 
Ind. lArb.) 37 They fyght not for the enlargeing of theyr 
dominion. 3656 More Antid. Ath. 11 . ii. (1712) 41 The in* 
la; ging of our Understanding by so ample Experience. « 2717 
Parnell To Ld. Bolingbroke Wks. 118x0) 413 Where mean 
acrostics .. control The great enlargings of the boundless 
soul. 1843 Browning Blot ’ Scutcheon 1. iii, Thorold’s 
enlargings, Austin’s brevities. 

altrib. 1875 Ure Diet. A rts II. 729 The hammer used for 
beating the first packet [of gold-leaf] is called the fiat, or 
the enlarging hammer. 

2 . concr. An expansion, swelling. 

2562 Turner Herbal 11. xxx b, The herbe . . healeth the 
enlarginges of wind or puls veynes. 

Enlarging ^enla-id^iq), ppl.a. [f. Enlarge v . 
•+ -ING 2 .] That enlarges, in various senses. 

Hence Enla-rgingly, adv. 

2694 Van Leuwenhoek in Phil. Trans. XVIII. 196 A 
much more enlarging Microscope. 1746-7 Hkrvey Medit. 
(x8x8) 177 Your deep, prolonged, enlarging, aggravated roar. 
1762-9 Falconer Shifter, iii. 65 While round before the; 
enlarging wind it falls. 2765 Blackstone Comm. I. 87 So 
that this was an enlarging statute. 1856 Emerson Eng. 
Traits , Lit. Wks. (Bohn 1 II. 109 With patriotic and still 
enlarging generosity. 1882 J. Parker Apost. Life I. 19 
The power was to be used enlargingly. 

t Enlargisse, v. Ohs. Also 5 enlargise. 
[ad. OFr. enlargiss- lengthened stem of enlargir: 
see Enlarge^.] trans. a. To make larger, en- 
large. b. To bestow bountifully; to vouchsafe. , 

c 1430 Pilgr. Lyf Manhode 1. Ii. (1869) 31^ He wolde. .>iue 
almesse and enlargise it to poore erraunt pilgrimes. 2440 J. 
Shirley Dethe K. James K 1818) Advt., The Kyng of Scottes 
hadde leve enla[r]gissid, and had saufecondit of his maister' 
the kyng of England, (for so the Kyng of Scottes clepid 
hym,) to return safe and sownde ayene ynto his_ region of 
Scotteland. a 244840 R. Glouc. (1724) II. 483 His fader in 
his tymes enlargissed his marches. 

Enlaurel : see En- preff 1 b. 

Enlay : see Inlay. 

Enlead, Enleaf : see En- prefJ 1 a, b. 

Enleague (enlf*g\ v. Also 7 inleague, [f. 
En- 1 + League sb. or v.] trans. To unite in or as 
in a league. ^ ^ 

2602 Warner Alb. Eng. x. Iv. (1612) 244 Not for Maries 
Title, or her any virtuous Giftes, Think that they her in- 
leagued. 2628-2677 Feltham Resolves 1. xxxi. (1677) 54 To 
inleague ourselves with an undividable love. 1653 Ford 
Broken Hrt. in. iv, I . . Could , .with a willingness inleague 
our blood With his. 2759 W. Wilkie Epigon. 1. (1769) 14 
Greece enleagued a full assembly held. 2822 Joanna 
Bailue Poems, Now it doth appear That he, enleagued with 
robbers, was the spoiler. 

Enlegeance, corruption of Allegeance 1 , Ohs. 

Enlength, -en : see En- pref . 1 2, 3. 

Enlepi, variant of Onelery a. Ohs. only. 

c 3275 Lamb. Horn. 75 Teh ileue on )>e helende crist * filium 
eius unicum * his enlepi sune. 

Enlessen : see En- pref 1 3. 

■f Enle've, V. Ohs rare— 1 , [a. OF. enleve-r, 
f. en- (see En- 1 ) + lever to raise.] trans. To 
raise (a figure) in relief ; to represent in relief. 


ENLIST. 


ENLEV& 

...C1400 Maundev. xvii. 188 In the Plates ben Stories & 
.Batayles of Knyghtes enleved [orig. enleuez]. 

jj Enleve (anbv^), a. Her. [Fr. enlevl, pa. pple. 
of enlever (see^prec.).] Raised or elevated, = 
enhanced : see Enhance i b. 

In mod. Diets. 

jSnlevemeilt (enlfvment, anlgvman). Sc. 
Law. [Fr. enlevement, £ enlever to carry off, £ 
en- L. inde away + lever to lift] A carrying off 
(of a woman or child) ; an abduction. 

Sometimes employed by mod. Eng. writers merely as Fr. f 
without reference to its earlier adoption. 

1769 Ld. President in Scots Mag. Sept 687/1 As to the 
enlevement of Mignon’s child . . such enlevement happened 
in July 1748. 1818 Scott Hrt. Midi, i, The development, 
■enlevement, the desperate wound etc. . . become a mere 
matter of course. 1852 Thackeray B. Lyndon xvi, All the 
town being up about the enlevement. 

Enle(ven, -enth, obs. ff. Eleven, -th. 
t Enli berty, V. Obs. rare In 6 enly- 
berte. [f. En- 1 + Liberty.] trans. To put within 
the * liberty ’ or absolute control of ; to give up 
entirely. 

, C1500 Melusine (1889) 90, I enlyberte & habaundonne it 
to them [the monkes] for theire vse. 

Enlife : see En- prefP- 2. 
t Euligllt ( enter t), v. Obs . or arch. Forms : 
1 inlihtan, -Idhtan, -l^htan, 4 ynli3te-n, 7 in- 
light, 6- enlight. [OE. inlihtan , £ in- 4- Uhlan 
(see Light v.) to shine. Rut the word in 17- 
18th c. is prob. independently £ En- 1 + Light v. 
Cf. Alight v.'d] 

L trans. To shed light upon, illuminate. Also 
fig. and absol. 

£•975 Ruskw. Gasp. Luke xi. 36 Swa leht legedes in-lihte5 
Sec. a 1000 Gnthlac 70 (Gr.), Si'53an hine inlyhte, se f»e 
lifes we£ gasstum gearwaS. 138a YVycuf 2 Cor. iv. 6 God 
. .hath ynl^tid in oure hertis. 1605 Sylvester Du Bartas 1. 
iv. (1605-7) 1. 143 Seeing the Lampe which doth enlight the 
Whole. 1634 HabinGton C as tar a (Arb.) 137 The Cym- 
merians, whom no ray Doth ere enlight. 1665 Wither 
■Lord's Prayer 84 Some who have been in a good measure 
inlighted. 1675 Cocker Morals 24 How dark’s the Lesser 
Worlds sad Winters Night, When Reasons radiant Rays do 
not enlight. 1709 Pope Ess. Crit. n. 403 That sun . . En- 
lights the present, and shall warm the last. 

2 . trans. To enlight up : to light up, kindle, 
cause to shine. 

3818 Lamb Sonn. iii. Wks. 603 What rare witchery . . En- 
lighted up the semblance of a smile In those fine eyes. 
Enlighten (entertan), v. Forms : a. 6- en- 
lighten. /?. 4 mitten, 6-8 inlighten, (7 il- 
lighten). [f. En- 1 * Light sb. + -en 5 ; see En- 
pref. 1 2 b. 

(As in many vbs. with the same prefix and suffix, the pre- 
cise mode of formation is doubtful. Possibly inlighten 
(14th c. : see sense 4) was a secondary form of inlight (see 
prec.); formation on In-, En- 1 * Lighten v. is also possible. 
Cf. Alighten.)] 

+1. trans. To put light into, make luminous. 
1587 Golding De Momay i. 1 Which should take vpon 
them to enlighten the Sunne w* a Candle. 1602 Warner 
Alb. Eng. xiii. Ixxviii. (1612) 323 One Sunne inlighteneth 
euery Light. 1678 Cudworth Intell. Syst. 350 Thou rollest 
round the Heavens, enlightnest the Sun. a 1763 Byrom 
Thanksg. Hymn Wks. (1819) 254 And the Moon is en- 
lighten’d to govern the night. 

t b. To light, set light to (a lamp, a com- 
bustible). Obs. 

1613-16 W. Browne Brit . Past. 1. iii, Now had . . all the 
lamps of heav’n inlightned bin. a 1634 Chapman Revenge 
Hon. Wks. 1873 III. 322, I ere long enlightened by my 
anger Shall be my own pile and consume to ashes. 

2 . To shed light upon, illuminate (an object, 
scene, etc.) ; to give light to (persons). Also absol. 
Now chiefly poet, ox rhetorical. 

1611 Bible Ps. xcvii. 4 His lightnings inlightned the 
world. 1635 Swan Spec. M. iii. § 2 (1643) 48 The element of 
fire . . whose act and qualitie is to enlighten. 171 1 Shaftesb. 
Charac. (1737) II. 372 Vital treasures which inlighten and 
Invigorate the surrounding worlds. 1761 Smollett Humph. 
Cl. (1815) 109 Ranelagh enlightened with a thousand 
golden lamps. 1784 Cowper Task 1. 348 Shadow and sun- 
shine . . darkening and enlightning . . ev’ry spot. 1831 Brews- 
ter Newton (1855) I. iv. 80 The sun .. enlightened some 
such clouds near him. 1842 Longf. Sp. Stud. ri. x, Thou 
moon, .all night long enlighten my sweet lady-love ! 1871 
B. Taylor Faust (1875) II. 11. iii. 162 What fiery marvel the 
billows enlightens. 

t b. fig. To throw light upon, elucidate (a 
subject). Obs. 

*587 Golding De M or nay xxxi. 505 Which end of the Law 
—Is greatly inlightened vnto vs by the comming of our 
Lord. 1607 Topsell F our f , Beastsi 1673) 464 The difference 
of Regions do very much enlighten the discription or history 
of Sheep. 2694 R. Burthogge Reason 150 This Discourse 
. .will seem a little Mysterious; and, therefore, to Inlighten 
it, etc. 1738 J. Keill A mm . CEcon. 54 By whose bright 
Genius.. we see the Theory of Medicine enlightened and 
illustrated 

8. a. To light, give light to (a room or build- 
ing) by lamps, etc., or by windows, b. To light 
(a district, town, etc.) ; to furnish with lighting 
apparatus. Obs. 

1645 Evelyn Mem. (1857) I. 179 Enlightened with 44 
apertures or windows, artificially disposed. 1706 Lond. 
Gaz. No. 4292/3 Letters Patents for Enlightening the 
Suburbs of London . . by new invented Lights. 1737 in 
Picton L'pool. Munic. Rec. (1886) II. 142 An Act . . tor en- 
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lightening round the Dock, 1768 Ckron. in Ann. Reg. 73/1 
The bill for enlightening . . the parish of St. Mary le bone 
m the county of Middlesex.. 1773 Noorthouck Hist. Lond, L 
599 The body is enlightened by a single series of large 
gothic windows. 2817 Hugham Walks through London, 
292 A plain brick building, well enlightened. 
f4. In Biblical phrase: To remove dimness or 
blindness from (the eyes, and fig. the heart). Obs. 

1382 Wyclif Ephes. i. 18 The y^en of 3oure herte 
ened. c 1535 Fisher Wks. (1883) 439 He must beseche our 
sauiour Christ to enlighten his harte by clere faith. 2622 
Bible i Sam. xiv. 29 See . . how mine eyes haue beene en- 
lightened, because I tasted a little of this honie. ax 703 
Burkitt On N. T. Mark x. 52 He stood still, he called 
him, and enlightened his eyes. 

5. fig. To supply with intellectual light ; to im- 
part knowledge or wisdom to ; to instruct. In 
mod. use often humorously in trivial sense; To 
inform, remove (one's) ignorance of something. 

1667 Milton/’. L. xi. 115 Reveale To Adam what shall 
come . . As I shall thee enlighten. 1712 Addison Sped. 
No. 4x9 f* 5 Before the World was enlightened by Learning 
and Philosophy. 1763 Johnson A sc ham Wks. IV. 621 To 
inlighten their minds, and to form their manners. 1832 
Ht. Martineau Demerara ii. 28 As much as you please in 
enlightening those who are unaware of them. 1863 Fr. 
Kemble Resid. Georgia 9 The moment they [slaves] are in 
any degree enlightened, they become unhappy. 1884 Manck. 
Exam. 2 May 4/7 The letter which follows his own . . will 
enlighten him on this point. 

b. In religioususe: To supply with, spiritual light. 
iS7!7 tr - Ballingers Decades (1592) 517 Blasphemie against 
the Sonne of man is committed of the ignorant, which are 
not yet inlightned. x6xr Bible Pref. 5 (The Seuentie) were 
. . enlightened with propheticall grace. 1644 J us Top. 4 
When Civilitie began to be illightned by Christianitie. 1650 
Baxter Saints* R. iv. iv. (1662) 677 That heavenly Light, 
wherewith your own souls were never illightened. 1877 
Mozley Univ. Sertn. vi. 141 Outward nature cannot of 
itself enlighten man’s conscience. 

+ 0. Contextually ; To revive, exhilarate. (Cf. 
lighten , brighten , in similar connexion.) Obs. 

1667 Milton P. L. vr. 497 He [Satan] ended, and his 
words thir drooping chere Enlightn’d. 

Enlightened (entert’nd), ppl. a. [£ En- 

lighten V . + -ED L] 

1 1. That has been made luminous ; blazing, 
light-giving. Obs. 

1611 Cotgr., Fouldroyer, to blast with lightning, or (in- 
lightened) thunderbolts. 1803 Pigqtt in Phil. Trans. XCV. 
152 The enlightened stars are those that have already at- 
tained the highest degree of perfection. 

2. That receives light from a luminous object ; 
illuminated. 

1638 Wilkins New World v. (1707) 39 The nearer any en- 
lightened Body comes to the Light. 1789 Herschel Saturn 
in Phil. Trans. LXXX. 8 We must ..see the rounding 
part of the enlightened edge. 1821 Craig Led. Drawing 
iv. 236 Part of the enlightened surface of the flesh. 

3. Possessed of mental light ; instructed, well- 
informed ; free from prejudices or superstition. 

1663 Butler Hud. 1. i. 498 Prolongers to enlightned 
stuff [1689 snuff]. 1732 Berkeley A Icipkr, 1. § 9 The select 
spirits of this enlightened age. 18x4 DTsraeli Quarrels 
Autk. (1867) 448 Many enlightened bishops sided with the 
philosopher [Hobbes]. x86S Peard Water-farm. vii. 80 
The most enlightened culture was bestowed on the bed of 
the Galway rivers. 

Hence Enli/ghtenedness. 

_ 1847 Southey Doctor'll. 373 Where your enlightenedness 
(if there be such a word) consists . . it would puzzle the Devil 
to tell. 

Enlightener (enterfWi). Also 8 inlight- 
ener. [£ Enlighten v. + -er. 1 ] One who, or that 
which, enlightens ; one who imparts intellectual 
light, informs or instructs. Rare in physical sense. 

1582 Bentley Mon. Mairones in. 225 0 mine Inlightener, 
it is thou that hast taught and instructed me. 1667 Milton 
P.L. xii. 271 O sent from Heav’n, Enlightner of my dark- 
ness. 1750 Warburton Dodr. Grace, Is it possible, then, 
to suppose them [the Apostles] to be deserted by tbeir 
divine Inlightener? 1840 Mill Diss. 4* Disc., Civiliz. (1859) 
I. 187 Literature . . has almost entirely abandoned its mis- 
sion as an enlightener and improver- of them [the current 
sentiments], 1851 G. S. Faber Many Mansions (1862) The 
great Enlightener of Life and Immortality. 

t b. In pi. : The party of enlightenment, the 
* illuminatists’. Obs. (? nonce-use.) 

x8oo Month . Mag. VIII. 597 The first practical victory 
won by the Enlighteners over their antagonists, was the 
suppression of the Order of Jesuits by Clement XIV. 

Enlightening (entert’nig), vbl sb. [f. En- 
lighten v. + -ingL] The action of the verb En- 
lighten, in various senses. 

1561 T. Norton Calvin's Inst. n. 82 To whome the Holy 
ghost by his enlightening shall make a new minde. 1613-16 
W. Browne Brit. Past. 11. v, Whose new inlightning will 
be quench'd with teares. 1665 Wither Lord r s Prayer 67 
My Rush-candle may perhaps occasion the enlightning of 
many Torches hereafter. 1727 De Foe Syst. Magic 1. i. 
(1840) x6 To shine, .for the further enlightening the world. 

Enlightening, ppl. a. [£ as prec. +-ing 2 .] 
That enlightens, in various senses of the verb. 

1642 Milton CJu Govt. Pref. (185,1) 96 The supreme inlight- 
ning assistance. 1678 Norris Coll. Misc. (1699) 101 ’Twas 
a Crime to taste th’ mlightning Tree. 2791 Cowper Odyss. 
x. 236 Where sets The all enlight’ning sun. 1824 Coleridge 
A ids Ref . (1848) I. 5 This seeing light, this enlightening 
eye, is reflection. 

Enlightenment (enlart’mneut). [f. as prec. 

d--MENT.] 


1. The action of enlightening ; the state of being 
enlightened. Only in fig. sense (see Enlighten v. 
5 ). The imparting or receiving mental or spiritual 
light. 

1669 Le Blanc in Spurgeon Trcas. Dm*. Ps. Ixxxiv. 13 
His lightnings, that is his divine enlightenments, are best 
seen. 1798 Month . Mag . VI. 554_ A truth .. the power of 
comprehending which implies a high degree of enlighten- 
ment. 1846 W. H. Mill Five Sermons (1848 5 The high- 
est spiritual enlightenment. 1855 Dickens Lett. (1880)* , 
398, I should be ready to receive enlightenment^ from any 
source, i860 Froude Hist. Eng. V. 3 He imagined, - that 
an age of enlightenment was at hand. 1881 W. Collins Bl. 
Robe I. ii. 16, I needed no further enlightenment. 

2. Sometimes used [after Ger. Aufkldrung, Auf- 
kldrerei] to designate the spirit and aims of the 
French philosophers of the 18 th c., or of others 
whom it is intended to associate with them in the 
implied charge of shallow and pretentious intel- 
lectualism, unreasonable contempt for tradition and 
authority, etc. 

1865 J. H. Stirling Secret of Hegel p. xxvii. Deism, 
Atheism, Pantheism, and all manner of isms due to En- 
lightenment. Ibid, p. xxviii, Shallow Enlightenment, sup- 
ported on such semi-information, on such weak personal 
vanity, etc. 1889 Caird Philos. Kant I. 69 The individual- 
istic tendencies of the age of Enlightenment. 

fr Enlrirnij v. Obs. In 5-6 en-, inlymn. [f. 
En- 1 + Limn : see Enlumine.] trans. a. To illu- 
minate (a book); *= Enlumine 4. b. To paint in 
bright colours. 

1453 Test. Ebor. (1855) II. 190,3 par of tables enlymned 
with Seyntes. 1530 Palsgr. 536/1, I enlymnye, as one en- 
lymneth a boke, le enlumine. This boke is well written 
and richely enlymned, Ce liure est Men escript et rickement 
etiluminl. 1603 Sir C. Heydon Jud. Astral, ii. 71 Origen 
called heauen a booke, in which God hath as it were inlymned 
all that his pleasure is should come to passe in this world. 

Enlink ^enli-gk), v. Also 6 enlineke, -lynck, 
inlin(e)k. [£ En- 1 + Link.] trans. To fasten 
as with links ; link together as in a chain ; to 
join in company with ; to connect closely ; lit. and 
fig. Const, in, to, with. 

1560 Daus tx.Sleidane's Comm. 193 a, Cities of the Empire 
inlincked with the Protestantes. 1567 Drant Horace' Epist . 
To Rdr. *iiij, Maruaile that I wil now any longer enlincke 
my selfe in things so small. 1596 Spenser F. Q. v. iv. 3 
That lovely payre, Enlincked fast in wedlockes loyall bond. 
1599 Shaks. Hen. V, hi. iii. 18 Fell feats, Enlynckt to wast 
and desolation. 18x3 Scott Trierm. iii. xxx. Maids enlinked 
in sister-fold. 2846 De Quincey Christianity Wks.. XII. 
264 The one idea is enlinked with the other. 1883 T. 
Watts in 19 th Cent. Mar. 415 Coleridge was enlinked to 
modern life and thought. 

Hence Bnli'nked ppl. a.; BaUnkment (rare), 
a linking on. 

1599 Nashr Lenten Stuffe (1871) 50 The inimked con- 
sanguinity betwixt him and Lady Lucar. 1881 A tkenzeum 
17 Sept 370/2 The enlinkment of Condate with the camp 
at Kinderton near Middlewich. 

Enlist (enlrst), v. Also 8 imlist. [£ En- 1 * 
List sb. oxv. 

If from the sb., possibly suggested by Du. inlijsten to in- 
scribe on a list or register. So far as onr quots. show, the vb. 
list (now usually written 'list as if aphetic) occurs consider- 
ably earlier than enlist , and may possibly be its source. 
The form inlist , now wholly disused, was in 18th c, much 
the more frequent.] 

1. trans. To enrol on the ‘list’ of a military 
body ; to engage as a soldier. 

1698 9 E. Ludlow Mem. III. 99 That the like number 
was enlisted [ed. 1751 inlisted] under my command in the 
western parts of England. 175s Johnson, List, to enlist 
[the word is not under En- or In-]. 1762 Gentl. Mag. x 
The Dutch . . were very busy inlisting men. 1776 Gibbon 
Decl.fy F. I. xiii. 272 The bravest of their youth he enlisted 
amonghis land or sea forces. 1858 Fonblanque How We 
are Governed 99 The number of soldiers to be employed, 
and the terms upon which they shall be enlisted. 

2. transf. and fig. To engage (a person) for 
domestic service ^humorous) ; to secure (a person 
or his services) as an aid in any enterprise ; to 
range (persons) in a particular class, or (feelings, 
etc.) in support of a cause ; to make (natural 
forces, science, etc.) available for a special purpose. 

*753 Smollett Ct. Fathom (1784) 90/1 He likewise In- 
listed another footman and valet de chambre into his service. 
2781 Cowper Conversation 205 A graver fact, enlisted on 
your side. May furnish illustration well applied. 1792 Bos- 
well Johnson an. 1738 He was . . inlisted by Mr. Cave as 
a regular coadjutor in his magazine. 2826 Q. Rev. XXXIV. 
217 It was clever to inlist on his side those venerable pre- 
judices. 2837 Disraeli Venetia tv. ix. (2872) 259 So be re- 
solved to enlist the aunt as his friend, 2842 W, Morgan 
in Abdy Water-cure (1843) 2x8 The continued use of such 
liquors . . enlists the moderate man into the ranks of the 
drunkard. 2867 Smiles Hupienots Eng. (1880) 31 The 
Reformers early enlisted music in their service. 1884 Manch. 
Exam. 4 June 5/t To enlist public interest in the wretched 
lot of the Dorsetshire labourer. 

3. reft. Chiefly in sense 1 . Now rare : super- 
seded by 4. . . . . 

1750 Johnson Rambl. No. 19 f 4 That class in which he 
should inlist himself,." 2774 Chesterf. Lett. I. 72 The 
people . . refused to enlist themselves in military service. 
2783 Watson Philip III (1839) 57 [He] persuaded many of 
his countrymen to enlist themselves under his banners. 

4. intr. for refi. To have one’s name inscribed 
in a list of recruits ; to engage for military service. 
Also transf. and fig. 
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1776 Gibbon Deck <$• F. I. vii. 137 His -victory was re- 
warded by . , a permission to inlist in the troops. 1790 
Beatson Nav. 4* Mil. Mem . I. 274 Part of them inlisted 
with the Corsicans. 1793 Burke Conduct of Minority Wks. 

VII. 265 The former class , . would be ready to enlist in the 
faction of the enemy. 1840 Dickens Barn.. Rudge xxxi, A 
carter in a smock-frock seemed wavering and disposed to 
enlist. 1865 H, Phillips A mer. Paper Curr . II. 100 Specie 
was also proposed as a bounty to induce men to enlist. 

Hence Enli’sted pjoi. a., enrolled for military 
service. En3i*ster, one who enlists men for mili- 
tary service ; a recruiting officer. Bnli'sting vbl. 
sb., the action of the vb. Enlist ; also atlrib. 

1724 Briton 118 The enlisted Men were, for the most part, 
Irish Papists. 1882 Hinsdale Garfietd # Educ. 431 The 
majority of the twenty-five thousand enlisted men in the 
army are native-born citizens. 1865 Carlyle Fredk. Gt. 

VIII. xix. ix. 272 The whole German Reich was deluged 
with secret Prussian Enlisters. 1807 J. Marshall Const . 
Opin. iv. (1839) 50 The mere enlisting of men without as- 
sembling them is not levying war. 1846 McCulloch Acc. 
Brit . Empire (1854) II. 443 The enlisting money and other 
expenses. 

Enlistment (enlistment), [f. Enlist v. + 

-MENT.] 

1. The action or process of enlisting men for 
military service ; the action of engaging oneself 
for military service. Also Jig. and attrib. 

1765 T. Hutchinson Hist. Col. Mass. i. 139 Lest there 
should not be a voluntary inlistment. 1810 W ellington in 
Gurw. Disp. VI. 78 The enlistment of persons of this de- 
scription in the corps of this army. 1864 Sala in Daily 
Tel. 27 July, By enlistment huts and rendezvous tents for 
the army and navy. 1871 Macduff Mem. Paimos via. 
108 Different subjects for the enlistment of their immortal 
energies. 1879 Soldiering in Cassells Teclm. Educ. III. 
139 The smooth-sounding title of ‘lowering the standard of 
enlistment’. 

2. ‘ The document by which a soldier is bound * 
(Webster). ? U. S. only. 

+ Enlrve. v. Ohs. Also 7 inlyve, -live. See 
Enlife (En. 1 2 ). [f. En- 1 + Life; cf. the pi. lives. 1 

1. tram. To impart natural or spiritual life to, 
animate (a body, an individual). Also Jig. 

1593 Nashe Christs' T. (1613) 158 The diuel, who . . goes 
and enliueth such licentious shapes. 1616 R. Carpenter 
Past. Charge 45 Seruants of the Lord, quickned and enlived 
with the spirit of grace and power of godlinesse. 1633 Bp. 
Hall Hard Texts, N. T. 233 The body of the first man 
. . was informed and enlived by a living and reasonable 
soule. 164a J. Ball Anew. Can ii. 71 The true church of 
God, all whose members were not. .spiritually enlived. 
trams/. 164a Sir E. Dering Sp. on Relig. 1 10 There wanteth 
..the formall power that should actuate and enlive the 
worke. a 1659 Osborn Queries Wks. (1673; 606 The Spring 
by which a small Watch is Inlived. 

2. To impart freshness and vivacity to ; to make 
lively; to cheer. Also to revive (beauty). 

16x7 [see Enliving]. 2628 G. Potter Consecr, Serm. (1629) 
71 His speech should be . . quickned and enlived with ac- 
tion. 1647 T. Cotton Sing. Ps , i. 5 The sound of the 
Harpe . .quickned and enlived as it.were by a spirituall song. 
1649 Lovelace Poems 19 Loysa's pencills. . With which she 
nowenliveth more Beauties, then they destroy'd before. 
Hence Enlrving, vbl. sb. 

x6oa Hieron Answ. Popish Rime To Rdr., The well 
neere breathlesse body of poperie beginneth to entertaine 
some hope of a new enliuing. 16x7 — II. 60 The singing 
of a psalme . . is a notable peanes for the enliuing and 
stirring vp of our dull spirits. ^ X63X R. H. Arraignm. 
Whole Creature xx. 334 Wanting that vivification, in- 
lightning and in living, which is from that Sonne of 
Righteousnesse. 

Enliven (enter v’n), v. [f, En- 1 + Life + -end; 
see Enlive.] 

+ 1. tram. To give life to ; to bring or restore 
to life ; to animate (as the soul the body). Obs. 

1633 Earl Manch. Al Mondo (1636) 14 Death .Vis but a 
departed breath from dead earth, inlivenedat first by breath 
cast upon it. 1674 N. Fairfax Bulk 4* Selv. 28 That 
ghostly being which enlivens the body of man. 1681 
Chetham A ngleds Vade-m. xxxviii. § 12.(1689) 248 Leaving 
it [i.e. spawn] to be enlivened by the sun's heat. 1732 
Wesley Wks. (1872) VII. 478 When God hath raised this 
body, he can enliven it with the same soul that inhabited 
it before. 

2. To give fuller life to; to animate, inspirit, 
invigorate physically or spiritually ; to quicken 
(feelings), stimulate (trade, etc.). 

1644-52 J. Smith Sel. Disc. vn. iv, (1821) 333 The Divinity 
derives itself into the souls of men, enlivening and transform- 
ing them into its own likeness. 1659 Hammond On Ps. cxix. 
29 Paraphr. 598 To inliven me to a pious virtuous life. 1677 
Yarranton Eng. Jmprov. 127 There is no way . . to inliven 
Trade, .but this way. 1679 Plot Stajfordsh. (1686) 384 For 
enlivening old trees. 1684 Bunyan Pilgr. 11. 51 They came 
out of that Bath . . much enlivened and strengthened in 
their Joynts. a 1745 Swift (J.), A small quantity of fresh 
coals, .very much enlivens it [the fire]. 1799 Dundas in J. 
Owen Wellesley's Disp. 640 The bullion which has been 
sent from this country . . has tended to enliven your circu- 
lation. 1827 C. Bridges Expos . Ps. cxix. (1830) is What is 
the motive that enlivens the believer in the pursuit of more 
extended spiritual knowledge ? 

3. To make ‘lively’ or cheerful, cheer, exhila- 
rate ; to impart liveliness to, relieve the monotony 
of, diversify agreeably (circumstances, conditions) ; 
to brighten, render cheerful in appearance. 

1691 Ray Creation (1714) 179 Their eminent Ends and 
tJses in illuminating and enlivening the Planets. 17x1 
Addison Sped. No. 10 p 1, I shall endeavour to enliven 


Morality with Wit. 1730 Thomson Autumn 27 A serener 
blue With golden light enlivened. 1760 J. Scott Elegy i. 
Poet. Wks. (.17861 25 The Voice of Song [shall] enliven 
ev'ry Shade, 1778 Miss Burney Evelina (1784) II. i. 3 | 
Our house has been enlivened to-day by the arrival of a 
London visitor. 1824 Dibdin Libr. Comp. 5 16 He is a sage 
to consult, rather than a companion to enliven. 1858 Doran 
Crt. Fools 61 The Jews themselves employed jesters to 
enliven their own wedding feasts, 1875 Jowett Plato 
(ed. 2) IV. 504 A _ picture, which is well drawn in outline, 
but is not yet enlivened by colour. 

Hence EnJvvened, ppl. a . ; Enli'vener, he who 
or that which enlivens. 

1640 W. Bridge True Souldiers Convoy q Enmity being 
nothing els bu t enlivened contrariety. 2 665 Cowley Pindar. 
Odes, Destiny i, Lo, of themselves th'enlivened chesmen 
move. 2678 Cudworth Intell. Syst. 793 This Enlivened 
Terrestrial Body, or Mortal man. 1663 lioYLit Cottsid, Ex - 
per. <5* j Nat. Philos. 1. ii. 43 He calls Him the Preserver, or 
. . the enlivener of them all. 1774 Mrs. Delany Corn 
Ser. n. II. 34 The deer . . are beautiful enliveners of every 
scene. 2821 Blackw. Mag : X. 332 He was the enlivener 
and inspiriter of conversation. 2874 Hartwtg Aerial W. 
iv. 38 Echo, the charming enlivener of the silent glen. 

Enlivening 1 (enterv’nig), vbl. sb. [f. prec. 

+ -ING 1 .] a. The action of the vb. Enliven. 
b. concr. Something that enlivens. 

__ 1628-1677 Feltham Resolves 1. Ixxxiv (R.), The good man 
is full ofjoyful enlivenings. 2674 N. Fairfax Bulk <§• Selv. 
141 Without insouling or enlivening of it [the body]. 1772 
Ann. Reg. 48/1 One of the greatest objects of his [Sully ’s] 
policy.. was the enlivening the provinces by agriculture, 
the true source of riches. 2859 R* Burton Centr. Afr. in 
Jrnl. Geog. Soc. XX IX. 21 Central Africa, .appeared upon 
the maps a blank of white paper, with enlivenings of 
ostriches and elephants. 

Enli vening, ppl. a. [f. Enliven v. + -ing 2 .] 
That enlivens ; in the senses of the verb. 

1664 H. More Myst. Iniq. iv. 9 The sincere doctrine and 
enlivening spirit of the Gospel of Christ. 1746-7 Hervey 
Medit. (1818) 107 Does the grape refresh you with its en- 
livening juices? C1790 Imison Sch. Art 1. 205 This en- 
livening quality in air is also destroyed by the air’s passing 
through fire. 2862 Burton Bk. Hunter 1. 34 The enlivening 
talk has made a guest forget ‘ The lang Scots miles 
Hence Enli-veningly, adv. 

1867 Moivting Star 19 July, The people . . became more 
numerous, and at times enliveningly demonstrative. 

Enlivenment (enterv’nment). [f. Enliven v. 

+ -mfnt.] The action of enlivening ; the state or fact 
of being enlivened ; concr. something that enlivens. 

1883 Harper's Mag. Apr. 688/2 Not to mention an occa- 
sional kermesse and other enlivenments. 

Enlock (enl^'k), v. Also 7 9 inloek. [f. En - 1 
+ Looks'.] traits. To lock up, shut in, enclose, 
hold fast. Also Jig. 

2596 Spenser F. Q. iv. Prol. 4 My soveraigne Queene, In 
whose chast brest all bountie naturall And treasures of true 
love enlocked beene. ^ 2812 Crabbe Tales xxi. Wks. 1834 V. 
248 He observed . . His friend enlock'd within a lady’s arm. 
1832 Carlyle Sart. Res. (1858.' 123 Inlock both Editor and 
Hofrath, in the labyrinthic tortuosities and covered-ways 
of said citadel. 2870 Myers Poems (2875)' 75 Lamps enlock 
the tomb in golden glamour. 

t b. (See quot.) 

2632 Sherwood, To Inlocke (mortaise in), enclaver. 

EnlO’dge, V. rare. In 7 inlodge. [f. En- 1 , 
In- + Lodge v.J trans. To locate or lodge in a 
place or within a given space. Hence Enlodged 
Jpl. a. ; Enlo'dgement, the action of locating 
in a place. 

2678 Norris Coll. Misc. (1699) 69 Some more inlodg’d ex- 
cellence. 2884 Punch 16 Feb. 75 The history of a writ from 
the original lawyer’s letter to enlodgement in Holloway. 

t Enlo*ng, v. Obs. rare. [f. En- 1 + Long a.] 
Implied in Enlonging vbl. sb., app. meaning 
‘ prolongation, extension 1 . 

1509 Hawes Past. Pleas. <2554) Ccjb, God graunt the 
mercy, but no tyme enlongyng. — Conv. Swearers 27, I do 
graunte mercy but no tyme enlongynge, 
t Enlcrngate, v. Obs. rare~ x . ? Mistake for 
Elongate v. 2 b. 

1686 Goad Celest. Bodies 1. xvii. 113 The Quadrates of $ 
are consider'd under another Name, viz. when she is en- 
longated from the Sun. 

t Enltrmine, V. Obs. Also 4-5 enlumyne, 
enlomyne, [a. OF. enlumine-r , ad. late L. in- 
lumindre (in classical Lat. illuminare ), tin - (see 
Is-) + lumen, lumimis light. Cf. Illumine, Il- 
luminate, Allumine. In sense 4 the word 
assumed the aphetic forms Lumine, Limn, the 
latter of which survives with modified sense.] 

1 . trans. To light up, illuminate ; also transf. 

2375 Barbour Bruce vm. 228 Thair speris, thair pennow- 

nys, & thar scheldis Of licht Illumymt [v.r. enlumymyt] 
all the feldis. 1481 Caxton Myrr. in. xix. 176 The Sonne 
.v enlumineth alie the other by his beaulte. 1581 J. Bell 
H addon's Answ. Osor. 488 So were y powers of her soule 
enlumined with the orient beames of his divine inspiration. 
2596 Spenser F. Q. v. Prol. 7 That same great glorious 
lampe of light, That doth enlumine all these lesser fyres. 
b. To give sight to. 

2495 Caxton Vitas Pair. { W. de W.) iu. vni. 320 a, How 
fyue lytyll lyons beyng blynde were enlumyned by an holy- 
man. 

2. Jig. To enlighten (ignorance, etc*) ; to throw 
light upon (a subject), 

1393 Gower Con f. III. 86 Theorike principalle . . is enlu- 
mined Of wisdome. C2400 Test. Love i. ( 1 560) 272 b/2 Worldes 
and cloud atweene us twey woil not suffer my thoughts of 


liem to be enlumined. c 1430 Lydg. Lyfe 4- Pass. St. Alban 
(1534) A. ij, In hope his influence shall shyne My tremblyng 
penne by grace to enlumyne. 2509 I arclay Shvpo/Folys 
(1874) B 121 Strengthynge the body, the herte enlumynynge. 
1581 J. Bell H addon's Answ. Osor. 56 This kinde of people 
enlumined by the Prince of darknes. .did rayse out of heU* 
this newfangled monster of Transubstantiation. ’ 

3. To light, kindle (a firek 

1475 Caxton Jason 19 Whiche enlumyned in him so terryole 
a fyre, 

4. [Cf. med.L. lumina (lit. ‘lights 1 ) the paint- 
ings in a MS.] To illuminate, adorn (MSS.) with 
coloured designs or miniatures. Also fig. 

c 2366 Chaucer A. B. C. 73 Kalendeeres enlumyned ben 
}>ei. ^1400 Rom. Rose 1695 For it so welle was enlomyned. 
1430 Lydg, Citron. Troy Prol., For he enlumineth by craft 
and cadence, This noble storye with many freshe coloure 
Of Rethorik. 1525 Ld, Berners Froiss. II. cc. (cxciv.) 
609, I had engrosed in a fayre boke well enlumyned. 

5. fig. To shed lustre upon, render illustrious or 
brilliant. 

c 1386 Chaucer Clerke's T. Prol, 33 Fraunces Petrark .. 
Enlumyned al Ytaille of poetrie. c 1450 Merlin xx. 326, Xij 
sones, where-of the londe of Bretaigne was after enlumyned. 
1579 E. K. in Spenser's Shepk. Cal. Ep. Ded., Those rough 
and harsh tearmes enlumine . . the brightnesse of brave and 
glorious wordes. 

f Bnlxrre, V. Obs. Also 7 inlure. [f. En-1 
+ Luke sb. : cf. Alluke.] trans. To entice (a 
hawk) by a lure; hence fig. to draw on, entice; 
also absol. 

i486 Bk. St. Albans D iij b, And thyse ben not enlured ne 
reclaymed bycause y l they ben so ponderous to the perche 
portatyf. 1581 J . Bell H addon's Answ. Osor. 297 b. The 
other . . entered Henry the 5 . . unto lyke outrage agaynst 
his own Father. 1607 Barley-Breake (1877) 20 Whereby he 
might the better herinlure. 1607 Schol. Disc.agst. Antichr. 

1, i. 13 Euery pleasant fountaine . . that may enlure to returne. 

Hence Enin ‘ring vbl. sb. 

1613 T. Adams Tract. Wks. (2862-2) I. 311 (D.) Provoca- 
tions, heats, enterings of tests. 

Enlusty : see En- prefix 2. 

1‘EnlU'te, V. Alch. Obs. [f. En-1 + L. hit-dre 
to plaster with clay, f. liit-um clay.] trans. To 
stop or cement with clay. (See Englute.) 
c 2386 Chaucer Chan. Vein. Prol. $ T. 213 The pot and 

f las erilutyng, That of the aier mighte passe no thing. 2584 
L. Scot Discov. Witchr. xiv. i. 294 Entering {marginal note 
to engluting]. 

Enlyance, by-form of Alliance. 
t Enly*me, v. Obs. [? f. En- 1 + Hyme, Lewe ; 
cf. ME. alime , Aleme. But perh. var. of Enlimn.] 
trans. To illuminate, brighten. 

c 1440 Partonope 1920 Alle the feelde Was enlymed wyth 
the bryghtnesse. 

Enmagazine : see En- prefi 1 1 a. 
t Enma*nclie, emma*nch4. Her. Obs. Also 
6 emaunche. [a. Fr, emmanche , f en- (see En- 1 ) 
+ mane he, masc., handle. 

In Fr. heraldry the word is used (1) of an axe or other 
weapon, having the handle of a certain tincture different 
from that of the blade ; (2) of the field, denoting what Eng. 
heralds call harry -pity. Neither of these senses is recog- 
nised in England, though the former appears in some recent 
Eng. Diets. The Eng. senses given below are of doubtful 
authenticity; sense 2 is perh. founded on the erroneous 
derivation from manche, fern., sleeve.] 

X. Of the field: (Sir J. Fernet engraving repre- 
sents ‘ per fesse dancette of two points ’). 

1586 Ferne Blaz. Gentrie I. 199 He beareth Emaunche 
{.printed Emanuche] Arg. and Gewles. 

2. Of a chief: (see quot.). 

1736 Bailey, Enmanche [in Heraldry] is derived from 
vianche, F. a sleeve, and is when the chief has lines drawn 
from the upper edge of the chief on the sides, to about half 
the breadth of the chief, signifying as if it had sleeves on it. 
1847 in Craig ; and in mod. Diets. 

Emnantle, var. of Immantle. 

Enmarble, Enmarvel, -vail : see Emm-. 
Enmass: see En -prefix 2 . 

II En masse (anmash Also 9 en mass. [Fr,] 
In a mass or body ; bodily, all at once. 

2802 Playfair Illnstr. Hutton. The. 334 The transition from 
gneiss to granite enmass, is not uncommon. 1815 Scribble • 
oniania 53 The public en masse. Hath affirmed that these 
Lays other efforts surpass. 2848 Mrs. Gaskell M. Barton 
v, The things were . . lifted en masse to the drawer. 

Enmesh, emmesh, immesh (enme-J, 
eme*J, ime*j), v . Also 7 enmash.. [f. En - 1 + 
Mesh.] 

1. trans. To surround with meshes; to catch or en- 
tangle in, or as in, a net. Also of the net, and fig. 

a. 2604 Shaks. Oth. n. iii. 367 The N et that shall en-mash 
them all. a 1669 Le Blanc in Spurgeon Treas. Dav. Ps. 
cxix. 61 A gladiator with net and sword . . endeavouring to 
enmesh any one who comes near him. 1831 Capt. Trelawny 
Adv. Younger Son I. 202 They have here a ring-fence of 
posts, in which the King of Candy is enmeshed. 1847 Grote 
Greece 11. xi. III. 132 Declining to haul up the net when the 
fish were already enmeshed. 1884 Harper s Mag. Sept. 499/1 
Vines, .enmeshing every stone in their tenacious threads. 

p. 1870 Morris Earthly Par. I. 11. 606 A past song . . 
Emmeshed for ever in the memory’s net. 

y. 1774 Goldsm. Nat. Hist. VII. 236 Spider . . careful to 
observe when the fly is completely immeshed. _ 1853 C. 
Bronte Villette xvi. (1855) 160, I got immeshed in a net- 
work of turns unknown. 

2. fig. To entrap, entangle ; to make (thought) 
complicated. 
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a . 1822 Shelley Let . Hunt, Debts, responsibilities, and 
expenses will enmesh you round about. 1863 Mrs. C. 
Clarke Shake. Char, xviii.^ 460 Buckingham’s career with 
Richard contains an impressive lesson on weakness enmeshed 
by unscrupulous strength. 

ft. 1870 Morris Earthly Par. II. hi. 242 Such things 
emmeshed his dying troubled thought. 

y. 1865 Dickens Mtti. Fr. 1. xv, The undesigning Boffin 
haa become so far immeshed. 

Hence Enme*shmexit, the state or condition of 
being enmeshed ; entanglement. 

1885 * C. E. Craddock ’ t Miss Murfree)in A tlaniic Monthly 
Apr. 434/2 In that enchanted enmeshment were tangled all 
the fancies of the night. 1885 Punch 30 May 258 As con- 
cerns Egyptian darkness, and the Muscovite enmeshment. 

Enmew : see Immeyv. 

Enmie, -y(e, obs. forms of Enemy. 

Enmilden, enmingle : see En- prefj 3. 

t Enmrnd, v. Obs. rare- 1 . [f.EN-l-t Mind ^.] 
trans. To put in mind, remind. 

1644 J. Fary Gods Severity on Mans Sterility (1645) 1 
Upon the hearing of this newes, our Saviour en-mindes 
them of what hapned even in their owne City. 

t Enmi'ne, v. Obs. rare- 1 . [App. f. En- 1 * 
Mine sb . or v .] trans. To fix in a hole in the 
ground. 

C1420 Pallad. on Hush. 1. 768 Yf the lacke a welle, a 
winche enmyne. 

Enmious : see Enemious. 

Enmitre : see En- prefj 1 b. 

Enmity (emmiti). Forms: 4-6 enem-, en- 
myte(e, ennemite, -yte, 4 enmit(y)e, 5 eny- 
myte, 6 enem-, enimitie, ennimitie, enim-, 
inimity, 6- enmity, [ad. OF. enemistie , enne- 
mistie (Fr. inimitii \ — Pr. enemistat , Sp. enemistad 
:—late L. *inim t citat-em, f. inimicus : see Enemy.] 

1 . The disposition or the feelings characteristic 
of an enemy; ill-will, hatred. 

a 1300 Cursor M. 4078 (G 5 tt.) Ne wald j?ai neuer apon him 
se, Fra hat day bot wid enmite [Trin. enemyte]. <71380 
Wyclif Set. Wks. III. 301 For enemyte ]?at }?ei han to a man. 
1483 Caxton Cato I viiib, For enymyte and hate are con- 
trary to frendship and concorde. 1335 Coverdale Isa. xi. 13 
The hatred of Ephraim, and y 5 enmyte of luda shalbe clene 
rooted out. _ 1596 Dalrymple tr. Leslie's Hist. Scot. (1885) 
02 The . . inimity borne toward thair parents to instil in the 
hartes of thair barnes. 1667 Milton P. L. 1. 431 Can., 
works of love or enmity fulfill. 1768 Sterne Sent. Joum 
Piddle (1778) II. 115 A man who values a good night’s rest 
will not lie down with enmity in his heart, if he can help 
it. 1875 Jowett Plato (ed. 2) I. 333 He hated me, and his 
enmity was shared by several who were present. 

2 . The condition of being an enemy ; a state of 
mutual hostility ; esp. in phrase at or in enmity. 

? <11400 Chester PI, (1843-7) 3 1 And enmitye betwene you 
towe . . I shall make. 1483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 379/3 By 
cause there shold noo debate ne enemyte falle betwene 
the brethren. 1579 North Plutarch 541 So civill and 
temperate were mens enmities at that time. 1593 Shaks. 
Rich. II, 11. ii. 68, I will dispaire, and be at cnmitie 
With couzening hope. 1602 Segar Hon. Mil. <$• Civ. 1. 
iii. 4 When the Romanes were divided, one faction labour- 
ing to oppresse another., such enimitie was called Sedi- 
tion. Bible yam. iv. 4 Know yee not that the 

friendship of the world is enmity with God? 1667 Pepys 
Diary (1879) IV. 479 It will prevent much trouble by having 
of him out of their enmity, a 1704 Locke ( J.), In an age at 
enmity with all restraint. 1837 Ht. Martineau Soc. Amer. 
HI. 188 The growing enmity of opinion to the punishment 
of death. 1845 Stephen Laws Eng. II. 407 Provided their 
parents were not at the time in enmity with our sovereign. 
1855 Macaulay H ist. Eng. IV. 581 The adventures, the 
attachments, the enmities of the lords and ladies who, etc. 

to. transf. 

1818 Jas. Mill Brit. India II. iv. ix. 300 That system of 
patronage . * is at irreconcilable enmity with the very prin- 
ciple of good government. 

t C. To be of (a person's) enmity \ to be at 
enmity with (him) . Obs. 

1643 W. Hakewil Lib. of Subject 123 All Merchants 
Denizens and Forreins (except those which be of our enmitie) 
may, etc. 

fo. Something that is prejudicial; a baneful 
influence. Obs. 

1387 Trevisa Higden (Rolls) IV. 99 It is grete enemyte 
\immicissimum\ to werriours forto norsche sleufce and 
leccherie. c 3393 Chaucer Asirol. n. §4 A fortunat assen- 
dent clepen they whan . . no wikkid planete haue non aspecte 
of enemyte up-on the assendent. C1470 Harding Citron. 
liii. i, The water myght not the enemytee Kepe of [warre] 
from his trewe Britayn lande. 3605 Shaks. Lear n. iv. 212, 
I abiure all roofes, and chuse To wage against the enmity 
oth’ayre. 

Enmix : see En- prefj 3. 

Enmoised : see Emmoised, Obs. 

+ Enmontery. Obs. rare— 1 , [ad. F. emonc - 
toire, f. mod.L. emunctorius : see Emunctoby.] 
— Emunctoby sb . ; in quot. spec, the armpit. 

3655 Fuller Ch. Hist. x. v. § 32 He was shot through the 
Enmontery of the left Arm. 

t EnniO'rtise, v. Obs. rare— 1 . In 5 enmor- 
tese. [ad. OFr. enmortiss- lengthened stem of 
enmortir, var. of amortir : see En- prefix A. 2 and 
Amobtize.] trans. To convey (property) to a cor- 
poration ; = Amortize 3. 

3439 in E. E. Wills (1.ZZ2) no, I woll that myn executours 
enmortese vnto the howse of Tewkesbery C mark. 

Enmoss : see En- prefix 1 b. 

Enmove, var. of Inmove v. Obs . 
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tEmrle, v. Obs, [f. En- 1 + Muffle v.] 
trans. To muffle up. Hence Enmu*ffling vbl. sb. 
1611 Florio, Imbauagliamento , an enmuffiing. 
t Enmxrse, v. Obs. rare- 1 , [var. of Amuse: 
see En- prefix A. 2.] trans. To bewilder, con- 
found; » Amuse 2. 

1302 Ord. Crysten Mm m. iii. (W. de W. 1506) 159 The 
deuyll dysceyueth, enmuseth, and entyseth the pore crea- 
ture humayne. 

Enmyable, var. of Enemiable a. Obs. 

Enmye, -my^e, obs. forms of Enemy, 
Enmyiy, var. of Enemyly a. Obs. 

Ennated, var, of Innated, innate. 

[Ennation, enneation, ( the ninth segment in 
insects for which mod. Diets, cite ‘ Maunder is a 
blunder for ennaton (a. tvvarov late spelling ofGr. 
evarov ninth 1 which appears in Maunder’s Treas. 
Nat. Hist . 1848-54, but not in later editions. We 
havenoevidencethat theword waseverin Eng. use.] 
E:nneacontake*dral, a. rare . [f. Gr‘ iwed- 
Kovra (erron. for cvGurj/covra ; see Dindorf in 
Stephani T/tes.) ninety + e^pa base + -AL.] Of a 
crystal : Having ninety faces. 

1817 R. Jameson Char. Min. 202. 

Ennead (em/aed). [ad. Gr. Ij/yed?, hveaZ-os, f. 
Iwk a nine.] 

+ 1 - The number nine. Obs. 

3655-60 Stanley Hist. Philos. (1701) 384/1 The Ennead is 
the first square of an odd number. 

2 . A set of nine persons or things (discourses, 
points, etc.) ; spec . one of the six divisions in 
Porphyry’s collection of Plotinus’ works, each of 
which contains nine books. 

1653 H. More Conject. Cabbal. (1713) 186 In his fifth En- 
nead . . he makes the Universe a necessary Emanation of 
God. 3678 Cudworth Intell Syst . 21 3 Though Tertullian be 
yet more Liberal, and encrease the Number to an Ennead. 
1854 Maurice Mor. $ Met. Philos, (ed. 2) 58, I disposed 
them, he [Porphyry) says, into 6 Enneads, gladly availing 
myself of the perfect numbers (6 and 9). 3870 Prof. Cayley 
in Nature 29 Dec. 178/1 The name * ennead’ is given to any 
nine points in piano which are the intersections of 2 cubic 
curves : or to any nine lines through a point which are the 
intersections of two cubic curves. 3881 Ch. Q. Rev. 172 The 
exquisite language of the prophecy of Isaiah, especially in 
its last three enneads. 1884 E. W. Budge Babylon. Life 
Hist. ix. 128 The most important ennead [of Gods) among 
the Babylonians was as follows. 

Hence Esmea*dic a. -pertaining to an ennead. 
Enneaeteric (em/a|fte*rik), a. rare. [f. as 
if on Gr. ^hveaerrjpis a cycle of nine years (f. 
ki/v€a nine -f iros year, after the analogy of t purr} pis 3 
etc.) + -id] Consisting of nine years. 

1846 Grote Greece 11, ii. II. 353 note. The fact, .does not 
establish a knowledge of the properties of the octaeteric or 
enneaeteric period. 

Enneagon (em/iag^n). Also 7 -one. [f. 
Gr. Ivvka nine + 7cmria angle.] A plane figure 
with nine angles. Hence Knnea-gfonal, a., having 
nine angles. 

1660 Barrow Euclid iv. xi, Then is A B the side of En- 
neagone. 3721-1800 in Bailey. 3817 H. T. Colebrooke 
A Igebra 92 The regular pentagon, heptagon, and enneagon. 

Enneagyuous (en/se-ginas), a. Bot. [f. Gr. 
\vvka nine + yvv-rj woman + -ous.] Having nine 
pistils. In mod. Diets. 

Ezmealiedral (em/abj-dral), a. Also 9 en- 
neaedral. [f. Gr. hvea nine + eSpa base + -AL.] 
Having nine faces. 

1802 Bournon in Phil. Trans. XCII. 253 Which, .render 
the pyramids enneaedral. 

t E'nnealogue. nonce-wd. [f. Gr. evvta + 
\ 6 y-os word, after the analogy of Decalogue.] 

3655 Fuller Ch. Hist. n. iv. § 42 When this [command- 
ment] was wanting, the Decalogue was but an ennealogue. 
tEknnean, a. Obs~° [f. Gr. hvta + -an.] 

1623 Cockeram, Ennean number , the number of nine. 

Eunea*ndrian, a. Bot. [f.mod. L.enneandria 
one of the Linnean classes (f. as next) + -an.] = next. 
EnneandrotlS (enzae-ndrss), a. Bot. [f. Gr. !v- 
v 4 a nine + dvSp- male + -ous.] Having nine stamens. 

1870 Bentley Bot. 246 A flower having 9 stamens is En- 
neandrous. 

Exmeapetalous (emiipe-talos), a. Bot . [f. 
Gr. \vvka nine + tt^toA-ov leaf + -ous.] Having 
nine petals. So Ermeapliylloxis a. [Gr. pvXXov 
leaf], having nine leaves or leaflets. Ennea- 
ss palous [Sepal], having nine sepals. Ennea- 
spe’rmoTis [Gr. anepfia seed], having nine seeds. 
3847 in Craig; and in mod. Diets. 

Enneatic (enibe*tik), a. rare. [f. Gr. Iwk-a + 
-ATic.] Occurring once in nine times, days, or 
years, etc. ; ninth. 

Ennea tical, a. [f. as prec. + -al.] = prec. 
t Enneatical day : every ninth day of a disease, 
f Enneatical year : every ninth year of life. 

3753 Chambers Cycl. 1847 * n Craig ; and in mod. Diets. 
Ennet : see En- prefP 1 a. 
f Ennew, v . 1 Obs. Also 7 ennue. [f. En -1 
+ New.] trans. a. To make new; to restore, to. 
To make anew ; to repeat. 
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1382 Wyclif Ecclus. xxxvi. 6 Ennewe thou signes, and 
chaunge merueiles. 3523 Skelton Carl. Laurel 2^9 Maister 
Chaucer . . nobly enterprised How that Englishe myght 
freshely be ennewed. 3623 Cockeram, Made N ew, Emitted. 

t EnaeWj Z >.' 2 Fainting. Obs. Also 5-6 en- 
sure, enewe. [perh. f. En- 1 -f F. niter to shade, 
tint (see quots. s.v. niter in Godef.).] trans. To 
tint, shade ; to graduate (colours). Also fig. 

3430 Lydg. Chron. Troy r. v, The medlynge in conclusion 
So was ennewed by proportion That fynally excesse was 
there none. Ibid. 11. x, i must procede with sable and with 
blacke And in ennuyng where ye fynde a lacke. 3470-85 
Malory A rthurwi. ix. 1 1889) no The one shylde was enewed 
with whyte and the other shelde was reed. 1507 in Hazl. 
E.P.P. II. 123 Roses ennued moost swetely By dame na- 
ture. 3530 Palsgr. 536/2, I ennewe, I set the laste and 
freshest coloure upon a thing, as paynters do whan their 
worke shall remayne to declare their connynge, )fe renou~ 
uelle.' 1573 Art of Limning 5 This colour shalbe enewed 
(that is to say) darked or sadded with blacke ynke. 
Enniche: see En - prefP 1 a. 

Ennoble (en<?u‘bT), v. Also 7-8 enoble, 6-8 
innoble, 7 inotole. [ad. F. ennoblir y f. en - (see 
En- prefX) + noble. Noble #.] trans. 

1 . To give the rank of nobleman to (a person). 

3594 Shaks. Rich. /If 1. iii. 81 To ennoble those That 

scarse, some two dayes since were worth a Noble, a 1638 
Mede On Deut. xxxiii. 8 Wks. 1. 179 Levi was enobled 
.. specially as being of kin to Moses the Prince of the 
Congregation. 170 x Gent. Mag. LXI. 1105 His [Columbus’] 
family was ennobled. 3812 H. & J. Smith Horace iti Land. 
122 Virtue builds herself a throne, Ennobling whom she 
touches. 1845 Ld. Campbell Chancellors (1857) II. xxxviii. 
146 Most of the Executors ennobled themselves, or took a 
step in the Peerage. 

2 . To impart nobility to (a person or thing). 
Formerly also, to attribute nobility to. 

1502 Ord. Crysten Men 1. iv. (W. de W. 1506) 43 Enryched 
and ennobled with holy mysteryes. 3583 Stubbes Anat. 
Abus. ii. 103 The more to innoble and/set foorth the excel- 
lence of this honorable calling of a bishop. 1603 Shaks. 
All's Well 11. iii. 179 She . . so ennobled. Is as ’twere borne 
so. 3647 R. Stapylton Juvenal 149 Cicero innobled the 
meannesse of his birth. 3838 Emerson A ddr. Cambr. Mass. 
Wks. (Bohn) II. 191 He who does a good deed, is instantly 
ennobled. 1876 Green Short Hist. viii. § i. (1882) 451 The 
meanest peasant felt himself ennobled as a child of God. 

3 . To impart a higher character to (a person or 
thing) ; to dignify, elevate, refine. 

3636 E. Dacres tr. Machiavels Disc. Livy II. 51 1 Mens 
hands and tongues two of their worthiest instruments to 
ennoble them. 3 667 Milton P. L. ix. 992 Much won that 
he his Love Had so enobl’d. 3733 Berkeley Ess. ix. in 
Guardian No. 70 Wks. III. 174 The Christian Religion 
ennobleth and enlargeth the mind. 3784 Cowper Task v. 
603 The loss of all That can enoble man. 1825 in Hone 
Every-day Bk. 1 . 441 These palaces [are] now ennobled into 
a refuge. 1846 Trench Mirac. i. (1862) ti8 The Son of 
God . . ennobling all that He touches, 
f 4 . To render famous or illustrious. Obs. 

3565 Golding Caesar 266 b Surus, a Heduan, a man 
both for manhood and birth greatlye ennobled, a 1626 
Bacon (J.), The Spaniards . . ennobled some of the coasts 
thereof with shipwrecks. 1679 Plot Staffordsh. (1686) 407 
Tho’ the place., were enobled with the martyrdoms of 
a 1000 Christians. 3725 Pope Odyss, xxii. 313 Bear Thy 
death, ennobl’d by Ulysses' spear. 3775 Adair Amer. Ind. 
378 They have . . enobled themselves by war actions. 

5 . Of light : To render conspicuous. Obs. rare. 

1665 Boyle Occas. Ref. v. iv. (1675)310 The light that 
ennobles him, tempts Inquisitive men to keep him .. from 
sleeping. 3667 — Orig. Formes 4- Qual., Stiriae, that enoble 
the darker Body. 

Ennobled (en<?u*b J ld), ppl. a. [f. prec. + -ED 1 .] 

1 . Made noble in rank, nature, or character. 

3586 A. Day Eng. Secretary (1625) A ij, Your L. may 
please of your owne ennobled < condition to wel-doing .. 
to vouchsafe your liking to this latter, 1607 Rowlands 
Hist. Guy Warw. 3 Right worthily Enobled and truly 
Honourable Lord. 3793 Southey Tri. Worn. 393 Raised 
supreme the ennobled race among. 1858 Robertson Led. 
i. 25 The newly ennobled looks down upon the newly rich, 
t 2. Celebrated, famous, noted. Obs. 

3573 Golding Calvin on Ps. xxii. 34 The hill of Basan was 
ennobled for battling and rank pastures. 3601 Holland 
Pliny I. 136 Other cities there are., in Mesopotamia., 
innobled for their learning. 

Ennoblement (en<?n*b’lment). [f. as prec. -h 
-ment.] The action of ennobling; the state or 
fact of being ennobled, 'fconcr. Something that 
ennobles. 

1622 Bacon Hen. VII , 15 He added to his fomer crea- 
tions, the Innoblement or aduancement in Nobilitieof a few 
others. 3665 Glanvill Seep. Sci. i. 2 AEternal Wisdome . . 
inrich’t us with all those enoblements. 3840 Marryat Olla 
Podr. xxx. They look to ennoblement in the Academy. 
3852 FrasePs Mag. XLVI, 243 They never heard of the 
man’s name ... before they heard of his ennoblement. 3873 
H. B. Forman Living Poets 266 The . . faculties . . neces- 
sary for the flawless ennoblement of so serious a subject. 

Ennotoler (en<?R‘bl9i). [f. as prec. + -eb.] One 
who or that which ennobles. 

3782 Poetry in Ann. Reg. 388 The prime ennobler of th* 
aspiring mind. 38x4 Carv Dante (Chandos) 318 Ennobler 
of thy nature. 3875 Lowell in N. Amer. Rev. CXX. 357 
But the sweetener and ennobler of the street and the fireside. 

Ezmo’bling, vbl. sb. [f. Ennoble v. + -ing 1 .] 
The action of tne verb Ennoble. 

1596 Harington Metam. Ajax (1834) For the enobling 
of this rare invention. 16x4 Selden Titles Hon. Pref., 
Particular ennobling, by the Princes autoritie, came 
in vse. 
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Ennobling 1 (enim*b’lig), ppL a. [t as prec. + 
-ing^.J That ennobles ; elevating, refining. 

1790 Burke Fr. Rev. Wks.V. 255 He feels no ennobling 
principle in his own heart. 1818 Byron C/i. Bar. iv. clxxvii, 
Ye Elements 1— in whose ennobling stir I feel myself exalted. 
1868 M. Pattison Academ. Org. §5. 167 The ennobling in- 
fluences of the pursuit of knowledge. 

Hence Exmobling-ly adv. 

1823 Moore Rhymes Road v. 14 All that in man most en- 
noblingly towers. 

t EnnO'blisll, v. Ok. Also 5 ennoblessh, 
7 enoblish. [ad. F. ennohliss- lengthened stem 
of mnoblir : see Ennoble.] tram. ~ Ennoble 
in various senses ; also, to distinguish by favours 
or gifts. 

1483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 2x9/2 He ennoblesshed seynt John 
to fore al other with the swetnes of his famyliarite. 1573 
Bossewell rirzwm 16 b, Because they . . ennoblish their 
owne Houses, whereof they descended. 1382 Bentley 
Mon. Matrones it. 16 That 1 so vile a creature, am so en- 
noblished by thee to so honourable an husband. 1599 
Hakluyt Voy. II. n. 75 These streames and barges do 
ennoblish very much the City, and make it. .seenie another 
Venice. 1600 Dymmok Ireland 1x843) 37 _His other acts 
haue enoblished him for a most worthy soldior.^ x6xo Guil- 
lim Heraldry 1. ii. (1660) 14 To persons ennoblished by the 
Sovereign, by precious Stones. x6io Holland Camden* s 
Brit. Irel.ii. 94 To augment his honour by more enoblishing 
him with honourable Armes. 1630 R. Johnson Kingd. <$• 
Commit). 402 Ennoblished it [Saros Patak] is besides with 
the greatest College belonging to the reformed religion in 
all these parts. 

Hence f Enno-bHslnxieait, Ok. = Ennoblement. 
1591 {title), A Reuocation of all such Letters for Enno- 
blisnment, as haue not been verified in the Chamber of 
accountes of Normandy. 16x0 Holland Camden’s Brit, 
(1637) 175 He that hath obtained such letters of ennoblish- 
ment is enabled to be dubbed knight. 

f Enno’Tblize, v. Ok. Also 7 enoblize. [ad. 
Fr. ennobliss- lengthened stem of ennoblir , assimi- 
lated to vbs. in -im See Ennoblish.] trans . 
To confer nobility upon, make noble; lit. and fig. 

1598 Barckley Felic. Man m. (1603) 263 Let him endevour 
to ennoblize himselfe by his owne vertue. i6ox W. Parry 
Trav. Sir A. S her ley 11863) 32 If the king purpose to make 
any man great by eno bluing him. 1633 Barriffe Mil. 
Discip. (1643) Ep. £)ed. 2 Many Heroicall Ancestours. .have 
ennobliz'd your potent Family. 1634 Cokainb Dianea It. 
in He was the most celebrated King .. that enoblized 
the Glories of his blond, by the wonders of his Vertue. 

[Ennoisies, misreading for Envoisies.] 
t Ennoy, sb. Ok. Also 5-6 ennoye. [Variant 
of Annoy sb. (q. v.)] A troubled slate of mind, 
grief, vexation ; also concr. a cause of trouble. 

1491 Caxton Vitas Pair. (W. de W. 149s) it. 272 a/i That 
other heuynesse that corrupteth the soule . . tholde faders 
called it ennoye or greuaunce. 15x3 Douglas AEneis Con- 
tents Bk. 3 The secund buik schawis the finale ennoy The 
great mischeif, and subversioun of Troye. Ibid. xi. iv. 54, 1 
mycht haue 3ald this saule full of ennoy. 
t Ennoy*, v. Ok. Also 5 enoye, ennuye. 
[Variant of Annoy v., after OF. ennoy erl\ 

1 . tram . in pass. To be ruffled in mind, 
troubled, vexed; — Annoy 3. Const, of; also 
const, to with inf. To find (a thing) irksome. 

_ 1483 Caxton Paris <$• V. 36 Whereof he was sore ennoyed 
in hymself. 1491 — Vitas Patr. (W. de W. 1495) 1. i. 6a/2 
He -was ennoyed to contynue his prayers, c 1500 Melusine 
192 Many one were wery and ennuyed [misprinted enimyed] 
of theire harneys. 

2. absol. a. To do harm ; — Annoy 4 b. to. To 
be irksome, produce tedium. 

c 1420 Pallad. on Bush. 11. 163 Yf Est or Southeryn wyndes 
nought enoye. c 1430 Pilgr. Lyf Manhode 1. cliif . (1869) 76 
With oute jntervalle alle thing enoyeth ; both the faire 
weder, and thicke of reyn. 

Hence Ennoy lag 1 , vbl. sb. 

c 1430 Pilgr. Lyf Manhode n. Ixvi, (1869) xox, I am Jnlke 
{>at shortliche maketh the time passe with oute enoyinge. 
Ennoynt, obs. variant of Anoint. 

T Ennoy OUS, a. Ok. rare . Also 5 ennoyes. 
[ad. OF. ennoy eus, ennieus (mod.F. emiuyntx ) ; 
see Annoyous,] Annoying, troublesome ; harmful. 

c 1420 Pallad. on H usb. iv. 6x2 Y f ami tes unto thayme en- 
noyes be. 1481 Caxton Myrr. 11. xxvii. 120 The tempeste 
. . is greuous & ennoyous to many thynges. 

+ Ennoysance. Obs. rare~K [Var. of An- 
NOYSANCE.J A state of ennui ; weariness. 

1502 Ord. Crysten Men iv. xxx. (W. de W. 1306) 350 By 
heuynes in all thynges falleth in languour & in ennoy- 
saunce of his lyfe. 

II Ennui (annul), sb. [a. Fr. ennui, OF. enui 
L. in odio : see Annoy, Ennoy, which are older 
adoptions of the same Fr. word. 

So far as frequency of use is concerned, the word might 
be regarded as fully naturalized; but the pronunciation has 
not been anglicized, there being in fact no Eng. analogy 
which could serve as a guide.] 

The feeling of mental weariness and dissatis- 
faction produced by want of occupation, or by 
lack of interest in present surroundings or em- 
ployments. ' 

{1667 Evfxyn Mem. (1857) III. 161 We have hardly any 
words that do. .fully express the French naivete, ennui, bi- 
zarre, etc. 1732 Berkeley A Icipkr. n. § 17 They should prefer 
doing anything to the ennui of their own conversation,.] 
1758 Chesterf. Lett. IV. 1x7 In less than a month the man, 
used to business, found that living like a gentleman was 
dying of ennui. 1789 Mrs. Piozzi Journ. France II, 388 


Muse ! prepare some sprightly sallies To divert ennui at 
Calais. xSox Mar. Edgworth Angelina i. xo She lelt in- 
supportable ennui from the want of books and conversation 
suited to her taste. 1871 Darwin Desc. Man I. ii. 42 
Animals manifestly enjoy excitement and suffer from ennui. 

to. Personified, c. concr. A cause of ennui.. 

1790 Cath. Graham Lett. Educ. 290 It would entirely 
subdue the daemon Ennui. 18x2 H. & J. Smith Re/. Addr ., 
Cm Bono i, The fiend Ennui awhile consents to pine. 1847 
W. £. Forster in T. W. Reid Life (1888} I. vii. 208 We 
drove to a first-class hotel . . a stylish, comfortless temple 
of ennui. 1849 P- Bronte Shirley vii. 87 Every stitch she 
put in was an ennui. 

Eimuij v. [f. prec. sb. ; only in pa. pple., which 
is oecas. spelt with y, after Fr. ennuyer . ] trans. 
To affect with ennui ; to bore, weary. 

1803 Syd. Smith Moral Philos, xviii. (1850) 266 They 
[animals] rejoice, play, are ennuied as we are. _ 1808 Edin. 
Rev. XI. 360 If the common people are ennui’d with the 
fine acting of Mrs. Siddons. 1863 Cornh. Mag. July 58 
The Shoddy lady .. ennuied with the superb house and 
uncongenial surroundings. 1888 Pall Mall G. 20 Aug. i/x 
The Roman public, jaded and ennuyed, found life not 
worth living without the stimulus of the sight of death. 

Hence Ennuying, ppl. a. {rare.) 

1838 Mrs. Carlyle Lett. II. 388 Evenings . . sacred to 
reading on his part, and mortally ennuying to myself. 

t Enmrmber, v. Obs. rare. [f. En- 1 + Num- 
ber; cf. Anndmber.] trans. To number. 

1335 Goodly Primer Expos. Ps. Ii, That I may be en- 
numbered among them. 

|| Ennuye finnuiye ) , a. [Fr. : pa. pple. of en- 
nuyer to bore.] Affected with ennui. 

1757 Gray Let. Hurd, 25 Aug., I am alone, and ennuyi 
to the last degree yet do nothing. 1822 T, Mitchell 
Aristoph. II. 18 A sort of ennuye, triste, pitiable busy-idler. 
1847 Disraeli Tancredv. vii. (1871) 394 He must be terribly 
ennuyd here. 

to. quasi-iA (also fern, ennuyde), one who is 
troubled with ennui. 

1826 Mrs. Jameson title'. Diary of an Ennuyee. 

Enoculate, obs. f. Inoculate. 

+ Enxr&abXe, a. Ok—° [ad. L. emdabilis, 
f. enoddre\ see next.] Capable of being made 
clear, or of being freed from knots. 

1623 Cockeuam ii, To be Loosed, Enoddble. 

T EnO*date, Obs. [f. L. modal- ppl. stem 
of enodd-re , f. e out + nod-us knot.] trans. To 
free from knots ; also fig. to unravel, clear of diffi- 
culties. 

1636 Blount Glossogr., Enodate, to unknit, to cut away 
the knot, to declare or make manifest, to untie. 1681 Relig. 
Clerici 51 When they cannot enodate your argument, they 
serve you . . the same trick that Alexander did with the 
Gordian knot 

Hence f Enodaidon, the action of loosing or 
unravelling. 

1603 Holland Plutarch’s Mor. 1024 Thus much for the 
enodation of this knot. 1623 Cockeram, Enodation , a de- 
claration. 1653 W* Sclater 2nd Fun, Serm. (1654) 28 
Scarcely any thing, that way, proved too hard for him, for 
his enodation or descision. 1736 in Bailey. 

Enode (zho^d.) a. Bot . [ad. L. enodis free from 
knots (f. e out + nod-us knot).] Free from knots. 

In mod. Diets. 

f Euo de, v. Obs. rare. [ad. L. enodare : see 
Enodate.] trans. To loose, untie (a knot) ; also 
fig. to solve (a riddle). 

1623 Cockeram, Enode, to declare. 1637 Tomlinson 
Renou's Disp. Pref., Enode the knot, and throw open the 
gates 1684 Willard Mercy magn. 4 Riddles which require 
great study to enode them. 

+ EnO'douSj, a. Obs. [f. L. endd-is (see Enode 
a.) +-ous.] Free from knots. 

1637 Tomlinson Renou’s Disp. 373 Others [orenges] are 
enodous and sterile. 

t EnoiT, v. Ok. Also 5-7 enoyle. [f. En-I + 
Oil sb. Cf. Anoil, Enhuile.] 

1 . tram. To put oil upon. a. To anoint, esp. 
a king, etc. lb. To mix with oil. Cf. Enhuile. 

c 1420 Pallad. on Hush, 1. 687 Half a strike Of barly mele 
enoyled. 1346 Langley Pol. Verg. De Invent, v. iii, xoob, 
Priestes and also Kynges . . oughte to be enoyled. 1373 
Turberv. Falconrie 279 She may. . enoyle hir feathers with 
hir beake. 1643 Prynne Sov. Power Pari. ir. 93 Other 
kings persons . . who are not annointed, are as sacred , . as 
those who are enoyled. 

2, transf. and fig. 

1526 Pilgr. Perf. (W. de W. 1531) 115 Thou shalt enoyle 
& mollifye his herte that enuyeth. the. 1647 Sanderson 
Serm. (1681) II. 216 To enoil a rotten post with a glistering 
varnish. 

t Enorling, vbl. sb. [f. Enoil v. + -ing.] The 
action of the vb. Enoil. a. The action of anoint- 
ing, esp. a king. b. The sacrament of extreme 
unction. Also concr. The oil used for anointing. 

1526 Pilgr. Perf fR. deW. 1531)222 He ordeyned also 
the sacrament of extreme vnccyon or enoylynge, 1353 
Fardle Facions n. xii. 279 The godfathers, to the ende the 
enoilyng [in confirmacion] should not droppe awaie. .clappe 
on a faire filette on the foreheade. 1643 Prynne Sov. Power 
Pari. hi. 93 This eiioyling . . derives no personall Preroga- 
tives or Immunities at all to kings. 

f Enorne, V. Obs. rare. [a. OF. enoign - pre- 
sent stem of enoindre, enuindre L. inungfi^-me, 
f. in on + ung{u)-gre to anoint. Displaced by the 
form enoint, Anoint, from the pa. pple.] trans. 
- Anoint. 
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1340^70 Alex. $ Dind. 410 Fonde wij> fals craft hure face 
to enoine. 

Enoint, obs. form of Anoint. 
t Enorsel, V. Ok.-° [a. OF. enoisel-er, f. en- 
(see En -l) + o£seler ‘to flye out at birds, like a 
giddie Hawke’ (Cotgr.), f. oisel v mod. oiseau) bird.] 
intr. Of a hawk : To fly at a bird. 

£*535 Dewes Introd. Fr. in Palsgr. 952 To enoisel as a 
hn.uke. 

Enology : see CEnology. 

Enomotarch (en^-m^tajk). Gr. Antiq. [ad. 
Gr. kvoj/xoTapx-^y ^ bojy.or-ia + apyeiv to com- 
mand.] The commander of an Enomoty. 

1623 Bingham Xenophon 54 The Coron els .. appointed 
Captaines ouer them .. Penteconters, and Enomotarches. 
1850 Grote Greece 11. lvi. VII. 109 The [Spartan] soldier thus 
received no immediate orders except from the enomotarch. 

Enomoty {engmoti). Gr. Antiq. [ad. Gr. h>u- 
fxoria a band of sworn soldiers, f. kv in -t- bpvvvai 
to swear.] A division in the Spartan army. 

1623 Bingham Xenophon 54 They filled the middest . . if 
very wide by Enomoties. 1838 T hielwall Greece V. xxxviii, 
75 The enomoty , of thirty-six men, stood in three files. 

Enoptromancy (en*rptr<?m2ensi). In Diets, 
erron. enopto-. [ad. F. enoptromancie, f. Gr, h- 
oirTpo-v mirror + pavreia : see -mangy.] Divination 
by means of a mirror. 

i855_S medley Occult Sc. 321 Enoptromancy, is a species 
of divination by the mirror. 

Enorder : see En- pref?- 3 . 

Enorganic (en^gse-nik), a. rare. [f. En -2 + 
Organic.] Inherent in the organism. 

1846 Sir W, Hamilton Dissert, in Reid Whs. 864 The 
mental effort to move.. I would call the Enorganic volition. 

Enorm finp-im). Forms: 5-7 enorme, 6~ 
enorm. [a. Fr. enorme L. enormis , f. e out + 
norma mason’s square, pattern.] 

f 1 . Deviating from the ordinary rule or type ; 
unusual, extraordinary, extravagant. Obs. 

C1510 Barclay Mirr. Good Mann. (1570) D iiij, A pure 
minde and simple . . With none enorme maners, nor grieu- 
ous spot of crime. 1333 Stewart Cron. Scot. III. 53 Seand 
the se so furius and enorme. 1638 Read Chirurg. xxiv. 180 
If any enorme wound fall out whereby there is a solution 
of unity in the jaw bones. 1647 H More Song of Soul iu 
i. 11. xxii, Nought scorching, nought glowing, nothing enorm. 
a 1734 North Exam. 11. v. r 163 11740) 420 The Author., 
should have ..said not a Word of the Matter, much less 
given in the enorm Depositions in the very Words. 

f 2 . Of sins and crimes (rarely of persons') : Ab- 
normally wicked, monstrous, outrageous. Obs. 

1481 Caxton Myrr. 11. viii. 82 The grete and enorme synnes 
that they [Sodom and Gomorrha] commysed. 1563- 87 Foxe 
A. $M. (1596) 17/2 Heere commeth the enorme and horrible 
abuse of excommunication. 1570-87 Holinshed Scot. Chron. 
(1806) II. 447 The said desperate & enorme persons. x6oo 
Fairfax 7 'asso vm. lxxi. The neast of treason false and guile 
enorme. <21639 Spottiswood Hist. Ch.Scot. vi. (1677) 318 
The enorm crimes. . whereof he was guilty. 

3 . Abnormally large, vast, monstrous ; »- Enor- 
mous 3. arch. 

1581 Savile Tacitus’ Agric. ('1622' x88 But there is beside 
a huge and enorme tract of ground. 1609 Holland Amin. 
Marcel xxxi. ii. 402 The Alani . . wander, .in. .enorme and 
huge cantons [ pagos zmmensos ]. a 1734 North Lives (1826) 
III. 286 Expecting to see an enorm spectre. 1817 Coleridge 
Sibyl. Leaves II. 281 Condensed blackness and abysmal 
storm. .Arms the Grasp enorm, 1871 G. Macdonald Whs. 
Fancy $ I mag. II* 169 Mocking the enorm Strength on its 
Forehead. 

b. Sc. Law. Enorm \hurt, lesion (in Roman Civil 
Law Isesio ultra dimidium vel enormis). An injury 
(sustained by one of the parties to a contract) 
which amounts to more than one-half the value 
of the subject-matter. 

c 1330 Sir J. Balfour Practices (1754') 179 (Jam.) All con- 
tractes, — made by minoris in thair les age, to th air enorm 
hurt and skaith, ar of nane avail. ^ 1888 LD.HALSBURYin Law 
Times Rep. (N. S.) LIX ; 2/2Validity, subject to reduction on 
the ground of enorm lesion, of the contract in question. ■ 

4 . quasi-j^. 

1335 Stewart Cron. Scot. II. 356 It sould proceid . . As 
neidfull war withoutin ony enorme. 

t EllO’rm, v. Ok. In 7 also inorm. [f. prec.] 
trans. To make monstrous. Frequent in Davies. 

1602 J. Davies Mirum in Mod. C iii. Then lets hee Fiends 
the fantacie enorme With strong delusions and with passions 
dire. 1612 — Muse’s Sacrifice (Grosart) 15 To help my 
hatefull hands that sinne inorm’d. 

f Eno-rmanee, Obs. rare- 1 . ? = Enormity. 

1682 ’D’/Jvcp'EY Butler’s Ghost 142 Tho he each Sabbath 
bangs his Desk, In laying the Enormance home, And 
preaching Torments are to come. 

+ Eno*rmand, Ok. rare- 1 . ? =■ Enormity. 

1719 D’Urfey Pills (1872) I 200 When Lawn Sleeves, and 
Plays Were cry’d down, an equal enormand. 

t Enorma*ntic, a. Ok. Also 7 enormon- 
tick, [app. f. as if Gr. *kvopjxavriK-os f. kv (see 
En- pref. 2 ) + bp/xatv€LV to set in violent motion.] 
That sets in motion ; impulsive. 

163* Biggs New Disp, 114 Awakened by enormantick 
power of an exotick motor. 1693 J. Beaumont On Burnet’s 
The. Earth 1. 29 Typhoeus being that Enormontick Spirit. . 
or that protrusive Impetus, Still reigning in the Chaos. 

t EnoTment. Ok. rare . = Enornment. 

1513 Bradshaw St. Werburge n. 549 The people . . Gaue 
diuers enormentes vnto this place. Ibid. 11. 1226 Endowed 
it with riches and enormentes many on. 
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Enormificatioa (zn^umifik^-Jhn). rare— 1 . 
[f. L. enormi-s Enorm + -fication.] The action 
or process of making enormous. 

1881 Grant White Eng. Without $ Within vii. 203, I 
mused wondering . , upon that sad gradual enormification 
by which she passed from a tall blooming beauty into her 
present tremendous proportions. 

f EnO'rmions, a. Ohs. Also 6 -iouse, -eons, 
inormious. [f. L. enormi-s (see Enqem) + -ous.] 

1 . Deviating from ordinary rule or type, irregular, 
extraordinary ; == Enormous 1 and 3. 

1613 R. C. Table Alph . (ed. 3) Enormious, out of square, 
vnorderly. .1622 Callus Stat. Sewers (164.7 > 151 And I have 
. . beheld much enormious proceedings . . both in the Com- 
missioners and in their Officers, 1656 Artif. Handsom . 60 
(T.) The enormious additions of their artificial heights. 

2 . Of persons or their actions : Extraordinarily 
wicked, outrageous, monstrous ; *» Enormous 2. 

1545 U dall tr. Erasm. Par . Luke 67a, Enorrneous., 
sins. 1352 Bale ApoL 99 That detestable professyon of a 
iyfe so enormiouse. 1583 Stubbes Anat. Abus . (1877 47 To 
give the King to vnderstand the inormious abuse thereof. 
1609 Bible tDouay) Jer. 1 . comm., God.. is severe when he 
punisheth enormious sinners. 1649 Bp. Hall Cases Consc. 
(1650) 420 To prevent some enormious act. 1656 Earl of 
Monmouth Advert, from Parnassus 24 Those inormious 
and hatefull loathsomenesses. 1665 J. Sergeant Sure- 
footing' 9 1 If the motions he had to keep him good were 
very strong and efficacious, he is still more enormious. 

Hence fl Eno-nnionsly, adv. 

<*1641 Bp. R. Mount agu Acts <*$■ Hfan.(i6^z) ^9 Those many 
errors and mistakings, wherein to they so often and enor- 
miously fell. Ibid. 68 Thousands of bad Christians, who 
have ... profaned enormiously that sacred name of Unction. 

t Eno'rmitan. Ohs. rare~ L . [f. Enormit-y + 
-an.J One who exceeds ordinary bounds ; one 
who behaves extravagantly. 

1634 H. L’Estrange Chas. I (1655) Aij, What St, Augus- 
tine said of some enormitans of his time. 

Enormity (fnf imiti). Forms : a. 5-6 enor- 
myfce(e, -ie, -ye, 6-7 -itie, 6- enormity. 0 . 7 
inormitie, -y, mnormity. [ad. Fr. hiormite , ad. 
L, enormitdtem, f, enormis (see Enorm).] 

f 1 . Divergence from a normal standard or type ; 
abnormality, irregularity. Ohs. or arch. 

1538 Starkey England 1. iii, 84 The partys in proportyon 
not agreyng. .leue much enormyte. .in thys polytyke body. 
1647 H. More Song of Soul 11. iii. hi. lxx, The strange absurd 
enormity Of staggering motions in the azure skie. 1863 
Mozley Mirac . v. 95 Pure, boundless enormity, then is 
itself incredible. 

flb. concr. Something that is abnormal; an 
irregularity, extravagance, eccentricity. Ohs. 

1494 Fabyan vl cxlix. 135 For his dulnesse and his other 
enormytes in hym exercysyd. Ibid. vii. ccxxiv. 251 That 
tyme clerkes . . rode with gylte spurres, with vsynge of 
dyuerse other enormytees. 1577 Vautrouillier Luther on 
Ep. Gal. 26 And yet we can not remedie this enormitie. 
1687 Death's Pis. ix, (,17x3) 41 note 4 The Irregularities and 
Enormities that appear in the Mundane System. 1710 Ad- 
dison Tatler No. 250 fi Enormities in Dress and Behaviour. 
1781 J. Moore View Soc. It. (1790) I. xxxix. 432 Keep the 
citizens from reflecting on . . the enormities of the new form 
of government. 

2 . Deviation from moral or legal rectitude. In 
later use influenced by Enormous 3 : Extreme or 
monstrous wickedness. 

1563 Homilies 11. Repentance n. ( 1859) 537 Our natural un- 
cleanliness and the enormity of our sinful life. 1777 Ro- 
bertson Hist. Amer. (zjj&ilL v, 138 Stained an illustrious 
name by deeds of peculiar enormity and rigour. 1863 Bright 
Sp. Ainer. 30 June, The protest . . against the enormity of 
the odious system. 1872 Black Adv. Phaeton xxvi. 358 
Lecture her two boys on the enormity of telling a fib. 

b. concr. A breach of law or morality ; a trans- 
gression, crime ; in later use, a gross and mon- 
strous offence. 

1:475 Canton Jason 134 b, Certes Madame sayd yet Jason 
for these enormytes know that I have left and repudied 
her. 1349 Coverdale Erasm. Par. Hebr. x6 Beware that 
we fai not agayne into our olde enormyties. 1664 H. More 
Myst. Iniq. 10 Provided there be but found a colour for 
these gross enormities. 1713 Addison Guardian No, 116 r x 
There are many little enormities in the world which our 
preachers would fain see removed. 1766 Fordyce Serin. 
Yng. Worn. (1767) II. xiv. 267 A single look is construed into 
I know not what enormity. 1842 H. Rogers Introd. Burke's 
Whs. (1842)1. 28 The enormities ofDebi Sing, one of the worst 
agents of Indian tyranny. 1879 Froude Cmar xi. 119 
Other enormities Catiline had been guilty of. 

t 3 . Excess in magnitude ; hugeness, vastness. 
Ohs . ; recent examples might peril, be found, but 
the use is now regarded as incorrect. 

1792 Munchhausen' s Trav. xxii. 93 A worm of proportion- 
able enormity had bored a hole in the shell. 1802 Howard 
in Phil. Trans. XCII. 204 Notwithstanding the enormity 
of its bulk. 1830 Fraser's Mag. I. 752 Of the properties of 
the Peak of Teneriffe accounts are extant which describe 
its enormity. 1846 De Quincey Sysi. Heavens Wks. III. 183 
The whitish gleam was the mask conferred by the enormity of 
their remotion. [Mod. * “ You have no idea of the enormity 
of my business transactions*’, said an eminent Stock Ex- 
change speculator to a friend. He was perhaps nearer the 
truth than he intended *.] 

b. concr. Something enormous, {humorous.) 

1825 Hone Every-day Bk. I. 436 This waxen enormity 
fan enormous taper] was lighted. 

f Enormly (zhpumli), adv. Ohs. rare. [f. 
Enorm a. * -ly 3 ,] Enormously, monstrously. Also 
in Sc. Law : (cf. enorm lesion.) 


1538 Prymer Salisb. in Maskell Mon. Rit. II. 273 How 
enormely thou hast synned. 1540 Acts Jas. V \i$gq) § 70 
And therethrow we ar greatumlie and enormelie hurte. 

Enormous (zhpumos), a. Also 6 innorm- 
ous. [f. L. enorm-is (see Enorm) + -ous.] 
fl. Deviating from ordinary rule or type; ab- 
normal, unusual, extraordinary, unfettered by rales; 
hence, mostly in bad sense, strikingly irregular, 
monstrous, shocking. Ohs. 

1531 Frith Judgm. on Tracy (1829' Pref. 246 So shall this 
enormous fact be looked upon with worthy correction. 
1590 Barrow & Greenwood in Confer. 43 Innumberable 
enormous Canons & Constitucions of Antichrist. 1620 
Venner Via Recta viii. 168 Whether the appetite be enor- 
mous, or too irregular. 1667 Milton P. L. v. 207 Nature 
here plaid at will Her Virgin Fancies, pouring forth more 
sweet, Wilde above rule or Art ; enormous bliss. 1733 Pope 
Ess. Man in. 242 The enormous faith of many made for 
one. 1774T. Warton Hist. Eng. Poetry xvi. II. 370 Entered 
the choir in a military habit, and other enormous disguises. 
1818 Hallam Mid. Ages (1872) II. 149 The absurd and 
enormous provisions of the spurious constitution. 

b. Extending beyond definite limits; redun- 
dant. Ohs. 

1704 Newton Opticks (1721) 88 The enormous part of the 
Light in the circumference of every lucid Point ought to be 
less discernible in shorter Telescopes than in longer, 
fl 2 . Of persons and their actions : Departing 
from the rule of right, disorderly. Of a state of 
things; Disordered, irregular. Hence, excessively 
wicked, flagitious, outrageous. Ohs. 

Expressions like ‘enormous wickedness * are now felt as 
belonging to sense 3, perh. with some slight mixture of the 
older sense. 

1593 Bilson Govt. Christ's Ch. 146 Avoyd the companie of 
such enormous persons. 16x2 Shaks. & Fl. Two Noble K. v. 
i, Oh great corrector of enormous times. 1631 Weever Anc. 
Fun. Mon. 363 The Popes rapines and enormous proceedings 
in those dayes. #1677 Barrow Serin. 1 1810) 1 . 168 Constan- 
tine. .chose Christianity as the only religion, that promised 
impunity and pardon for his enormous practices. 1737 
Hervey Mem. II. 241 Speaking of the enormous behaviour 
of the City of Edinburgh in this transaction. 1744 Johnson 
L. P.y Savage Wks. III. 321 The enormous wickedness of 
making war upon barbarous nations because they cannot 
resist. 1827 Pollok Course T. vi, Some last, enormous, 
monstrous deed of guilt. 1827 Southey Hist. Penins. War 
II. 65 The enormous wickedness with which they abused 
their victory. Ibid. II. 112 The enormous guilt of destroy- 
ing the city and its inhabitants. 

8 . Excessive or extraordinary in size, magnitude, 
or intensity ; huge, vast, immense. 

This is the only current sense, and appears to have influ- 
enced the later use ot senses 1 and 2. 

1544 Phaer Regim. Lyfe (1566) I iij, Paine of the stone is 
one of y* moste enormous paynes that the body of man is 
vexed with. ^ 1667 Milton P.L. 1. 511 Titan Heav’ns first 
born With his enormous brood. 1774 Goldsm. Nat. II ist. 
(1776) III. 31 The urus .. of the large enormous kind of 
Lithuania. 1827 Pollok Course T. 1, Worn and wasted with 
enormous woe. 1836 Macgillivray tr. Humboldt's Trav. 
xxvii. 421 The line of enormous cracks and fissures. 1848 
Macaulay Hist. Eng. 1 . 190 The fortress of Tangier . . was 
repaired and kept up at an enormous charge.^ i860 Tyndall 
Glac. 1. § 2. 11 These avalanches .. consist of enormous 
blocks of ice. 

fl b. Overgrown in power or importance. Ohs. 
1641 Milton Ch. Discip. l (1851) it Doe wee suffer mis- 
shapen and enormous Prelatisme . . thus to blanch and var- 
nish her deformities. 1739 Robertson Hist. Scot. II. 97 
This great princess and her enormous subject. 

4 . quasi -adv. 

1566 Drant Wail.Hierbn. K vuj. My peoples crymes . . 
were more innormous vyle Then Sodom smne. 

Enormously (zh^-rmasli), adv. [f. Enormous 
+ -LY 3 .] In an enormous manner. 

1 1 . a. Abnormally, eccentrically, irregularly, 
b. Lawlessly, criminally, immorally. Ohs . 

1617 Hieron Wks. II. 289 He, that preacheth most 
enormously, professeth the cleane contrarie. a 1619 Donne 
Bta Havaros (1644) 94 There Bull-bay tings, to which they are 
so enormously addicted. 1686 Boyle Enq. Notion Nat. 260 
From which the monster does enormously deviate. 1689 Myst. 
Iniq . 20 Popery. . provides for their living as enormously 
as they please. 1713 Derham Phys. TheoL (1786) 1 . 408 Had 
man’s body been made . . too enormously gigantic, it would, etc. 
2 . To a vast extent ; vastly, hugely, prodigiously. 
a 1728 Woodward (J.), A notion so enormously absurd and 
senseless. 1741-2 Walpole Lett. H. Mann (1834) I. xviii. 
66 It will he enormously long, but I have prepared you for 
it. 1797 Burke Regie. Peace iii. Wks. VIII. 381 The rise 
in the last year . . is enormously out of all proportion, i860 
Tyndall Glac. n. § 20. 338 The alleged temperature was so 
enormously below the freezing point. 1867 Dickens Lett. 
(1880) II. 306 The city has increased enormously. 

Eno-rmousness. £f. as prec. + -ness.] 
f 1 . Divergence from a right moral standard ; 
also in stronger sense, gross wickedness, heinous- 
ness ; = Enormity 2. Ohs. 

a 1631 Donne Serin, xvi, 159 Such Is the mfinitenesse and 
Enormousnesse of out rebellious Sin. 1667 Decay Chr. 
Piety it. § 5. 210 Those who have not opportunity to ex- 
amine our faith, see the enormousness of our works. 

2 . The quality of being excessive in size ; vast- 
ness, hugeness. 

1885 W. C. Russell Strange Voy. II. vii no The enorm- 
ousness of the ocean. 

t Eno*rn, t>. Ohs. Also 4-6 enn-, enourne(n, 
(4 enhorne, en(n)urn(e, ennowm), enorn(e, 
5 enoorne, 6 -ourne. [Altered form of Anobn, 
<!•'••] . : ' 


1 . trans. To adorn, deck, trim ; to set out (a 
table) ; = Anobn ;■ also fig. 

c 1325 E. E. A Hit. P. A. 1026 pe wonez with-inne enurned 
ware Wyth alle kynnez perre pat mo^t repayre. c 1340 Gaw. 
<$• Gr. Knt. 2027 His cote. .Ennumed vpon veluet vertuuus 
stonez. c 1375 Sc. Leg. Saints, Margaret e 15 Til enhorne 
vchis & croms. 1382 Wyclif Ecclns. xxix. 33 Go, gest, and 
enoume the hard. C1400 Destr. Troy 1673 An auter 
enournet in nome of a god. a 1430 Pilgr. Lyf. Manhode 
in. li. (1869) I ^2, 1 was oones arayed and enoorned with you 
riht queyntliche. 1513 Bradshaw. St. Werberge r. 3431 
This sacrat relique . . Enowrned with riches sumptuous. 

2 . To adore, worship. (See Anorn 

C1375 Sc. Leg. Saints, Theodora 666 A 1 pal knychtis 
a-pone kne Ennornyt hyme. 

Hence fl* Eno rning* vbl. sh. Ohs., the action of 
the vb. Enorn ; in quot. concr. ornamentation, 
fl* Eno-rnment, Ohs., adornment, ornamentation. 

1382 Wyclif Ecclus. xxii 23 As grauely enournynge [v. r. 
EnuyrownyngeJ in a br^t wal. — Jer. ii. 32 Whether 
forjete shal the maiden of hir enournement 2 c 1400 Maun* 
dev. (Roxb.) xxxii. 145 We bald swilk enournement grete 
foly. c 1483-4 Will Toy lour (Somerset Ho.), Item, I be* 
queth to my Cosyn Robert Sturmyn . .all the enournamente 
belonging vnto my Chapell. [1513 see Enorment.] 

Eno rthotrope (enp-if^tmup). [f. Gr. lv in 
+ bp& 6 ~$ upright + - rpoir-os turning.] A toy con- 
sisting of a card on which confused objects are 
transformed into various figures or pictures, by 
causing it to revolve rapidly- In mod. Diets, 
t Eracrse, V. Ohs. rare. Also 5 enoyse. [? a. 
OF. enosse-r, enoisse-r, lit. to choke with a bone, 
f. en- (see En- freff) + os bone.] trans. J To 
choke. Only in Lydgate, in somewhat obscure fig. 
senses ; ? to baffle, perplex, hamper. 

1430 Lydg. Chron. Troy Prol., Falshed with trouthe that 
makethe men enosed To which parte that they shall theym 
holde. c 1430 — Bochas 11. xxviii. (1554) 65 With suche false 
craft neuer to be enoysed. Ibid. iii. xxi 93 b, His indigent 
hert so streitly is enosed To Erebus. <21460 — MS. Soc. 
Antiq. 134, f. 4 (Halliw.), For ayther muste y playnely hire 
accuse Or my gilte with this gilt ennose. 1530 Palsgr. 536/1. 
I ennose, I abuse (the monk of Berye Lydgate). Ie abuse. 
Enostosis (enpst<?u-sis). [f. Gr. lv in + bariov 
bone, on the analogy of l£d<rnw<m.] (See qnot.) 

1874 Jones & Siev. Anat. 145 If, as occasionally hap- 
pens, a bony tumour grows inward into the medullary canal 
of a bone, it is termed an Enostosis. 

Enough, (iinrf), a sh., and adv. Forms ; 
1 sends, senoh, 2-3 senoh, (2 onoh), 2-5 inock, 
3ano3,inouh, inoo3,3-5m-, ynogk, -o$(li,-oli(g, 
-0U3 -0W3, -ug(h, 4 enogh(t, -03, -oh, enohw, 
ynowh, 5 inowhe, 6 in-, ynowghe, enohut, (4 
anongh, -0U3, inoht,inogh, 5 enoghe, yn ought), 
4-7 an-, in-, ynongh(e, (4 ynowJ)3, 5 inowge, 
ynoughf, 6-8 enoff, inoffe, 6 yenough, 7 eno% 
-ouch, -out, 8 enought,) 7-8 enufo, -tiff, 6- 
enough. Also noidh. 4 -6 in-, yneuch, -ewch(t, 
(6 aneuch(e, -gh, en(n)ewche, 7 aeneuche), 8-9 
Sc. eneuch, -gh. See also Enow 1 . [OE. geitog, 
later genoh adj. (used in acc. neut. as adv.), cor- 
resp. to OFris. enhch , OS. ginog (Du. genoeg), 
OHG. ginmg (MHG. genuog, genuoc , mod.G. 
genug) , ON. gfiogr (Sw. nog, Da. nok), Goth. 
gandh-s OTeut. *ganhgo-z, related to the impers. 
vb. (pret.-pres.) OK. gencah, OHG, ginah , Goth. 
ganah * it suffices f. OTeut. *ga- (see Y-) + *nah , 
occurring also with different prefix in OE. bemah 
he enjoys, requires, Goth, binah it is right or need- 
ful. The OTeut. root *nah Aryan *nak appears 
also in L. nancisci (pa. pple. nac-ius) to obtain, 
Skr. nap to reach. 

The earlier OE. form 3 endj,, and the forms with inflexional 
termination, have their normal phonetic representative iii 
Enow. In later OE, the 3 when final after a long vowel 
became in most dialects /*(==;< L hut when medial remained 
unchanged ; thus in this adj. the nom. sing, and the acc. 
sing. masc. and neut. became ^endk, whence the mod. 
enough, while the nom. and acc. pi. were 'gyndy:, yielding 
Enow as their regular mod. form. Hence in many dialects, 
though not in all, the word enough {or its local equivalent^ 
is employed in the sing, and in the advb. uses, while Enow 
serves for the plural. In x8th c. this distinction was recog- 
nized (e. g. by Johnson) as standard English ; now, however, 
enow is in literary use entirely superseded, exc. as an inten- 
tional archaism, by enough. 

The frequent ME. forms with final / may possibly be due 
to influence of the ON. neut, gn6gt\ cf however forms like 
boght for Bough, borcht for borch. Borough, etc., where 
the t is merely excrescent.] 

A. adj. Sufficient in quantity or number. 

1. in concord with sb. expressed or implied : 
a. with sb. in sing., which it usually follows. Also 
with ellipsis of sb. in sing. Also, with intensive 
force, fl enough and enough. (For advbl. phrase 
fl time enough, see Time.) ■ . 

a 1000 Andreas 1536 (Gr.) f>ser waes selcum ^enog fraxn 
daeges orde drync sona ^earu 1 a 1200 Moral Ode 235 Hi 
hem de <5 wa inoch. c 1250 Gen. fy Ex. 3365 Ano3 adden he 
Sanne drinc. a 1300 Cursor M. 4799 (G6tt.) Tresur enohut 
wid 3U 3e take, c 1330 Roland V. 162 Thow byrd to haue 
nurtour aneuch. c 1400 Destr. Troy 13119 Past of his pouer 
to pouert ynugh. 1475 Sir J. Paston in Poston Lett. Nq. 
754 III. 130, I have pytte yow to cost, charge, and losse 
! nowge. 1518 Dispatch in Ld. Berners Froissi Pref. I, 12 
With payne and trauayle anough, we made toward die 
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Cowrie. *$35 Stewart Cron. Scotl. (1858) I. 40 It stude 
rycht stark quhair it had strenth aneuche. 1610 Shaks. 
Temp. 1. ii. 314 There’s wood enough within. 1766 Goldsm. 
Vic. IV* iii, He had not resolution enough to give any man 
pain by a denial. 1780 Mad. D’Arblay Diary ^ 23 Feb. 
The play has wit enough and enough, but .. incidents 
don’t appear to me interesting. 1816 J. Wilson City of 
Plague n. ii. 36 That thought is happiness Enough for me. 
i860 Tyndall Glac. 1. §11. 74, I... thought that we had 
light enough, and ought to make use of it. 

b, with sb. in plural. Also with ellipsis of 
pi. sb. (The OE. and ME. forms with pi. inflexion 
will be found under Enow ; the early examples 
below should perh. be regarded as belonging to 
the absol. use with gen. pi.) 

c 1200 Trin, Coll. Horn. 35 Mi <5 oSre wowe inohg. a 1330 
Rom. Alexander in Roland § V. (1836) Introd. 23 About 
him corn barouns anough, c s$oo God Speed Plough 78 
Then commeth the tipped-staves for the Marshalse, And 
saye they haue prisoners mo than Inough, 1665 Boyle 
Occas. Reft. n. viii. (1675) 124 ’Tis not many, or few, that 
are requir’d, but enough. 1818 Cobbett Pol.Reg. XXXIII. 
108 Now, there are candidates enough, who will pretend 
that they are for Reform. 1878 Browning La Saisiaz 32 
Two, enough and none to spare. 

2. predicatively. 

c 1040 Rule St. Benet (Logeman - ) 92 Genoh biS munece 
twa tunican. a 1200 Moral Ode 389 in Trin. Coll. Horn. 
232 Crist sal one ben ino h alle his derlinges. c 1386 
Chaucer Clerk’s T. 995 This is y-nough, Grisilde myn. 
*53$ Cover dale 2 Sam. xx iv. 16 It is ynough, holde now 
thy hande. 1579 Spenser Skepk. Cal. June 79 Enough is me 
to paint out my vnrest. 1600 Shaks. Sonn. cxxxiii, Is’t not 
ynough to torture me alone. 1649 Milton Eikon. Pref. 
B., It is anough to remember them the truth of what they 
know. *664 Butler Hud. 11. ii. 93 Is ’t not enough w’are 
bruised and kicked With sinfull members of the wicked ? 
*855 Macaulay Hist. Eng. III. 213 It was enough for him 
that those bills seemed, etc. 

8. absol. in sing. That which is sufficient; as 
much as is requisite or desired. Often const, of 
(in OE. partitive genitive). Also const, to (fat) 
with inf., or for with sb., indicating the purpose. 
To have had enough (of anything) ; to have be- 
come tired of (it), desire no more. 

c888 K. ASlfred Boeth.xx iv. § 4 He hxfp on his agenum 
genoh, a 1000 Genesis 619 (Gr.) ponne gife ic him paes 
leohtes genog. a xzoo Moral Ode 387 Inoh he haued 

^ hine haueS. a 1300 Cursor M. 13501 (Gott.) All pai 
d enoght at ett. 1340 Ham pole Pr. Consc. 1466 Now 
haf we ynogh, now haf we noght. 1377 Langl. P. PL B. 
vii. 86 He hath ynough pat hath bred ynough. 1398 Tre- 
visa Barth. De P. R. x n. vii. (1495) 417 They arere not vp 
theyr heedes whanne they drynke or they haue dronke 
inough. C1470 Henry Wallace 1. 446 Quhen thou wantts 
gud, cum fech ynewch fra me.. 1526 Tindale Matt. xxv. 9 
Not so, lest there be not y nought for vs and you. 1562 J. 
Heywood ProiK fy Epigr. (1867) 159 As good ynough as a 
feast. 1568 Grafton Chron. II. 300, I have and shall have 
inough to mainteine my poore estate, as long as I live. 
c 1645 Roxb. Ballads (1886) VI. 321 And Captain Puff will 
have enuff To make him brag and vapor. 1697 South 
Serm. { 1737) VI. 126 Carrying enough’ and enough about 
him to assure his final doom. 1704 London. Gas. No. 
3989/3 The French Man having_ enough of it, sheared off. 
1705 Tate Warrior’s Welcome ii, Enoff is Dar’d ; Secure 
the Lawrels won. 1722 De Foe Col. Jack {1840) 241, . . I 
had had enough of fighting. 1767 A. Young Farmer’s 
Lett. People 294 The plea of growing enough for. family 
use of wheat, oats, &c. is a mistaken one. 1814 Jane 
Austen Mansf. Park (1851) 65, I have had enough of the 
family for one morning. 1850 Mrs. Stowe Uncle Tonis C. 
xix. 189 Augustine ! Augustine l .. I’m sure you’ve said 
enough. 1875 Jqwett Plato led. 2) I. 369, I am in want, 
and he has enough. 

b. To have enough to do (+ add) to (accomplish 
something) ; to have great difficulty, have to exert 
all one’s powers. (In ME. the explanatory to do 
was not expressed.) 

a 1154 O. E. Chron. an. 1137 Thre men hadden onoh to 
baron onne. ^1340 Cursor M. 16906 (Cott.) A mikel stan to 
turn i-nogh had tuent. 1568 Grafton Chron. II. 265 They 
thought they should have ynough to do to defende the 
towne. *622 Bacon Henry VII. 246 He had enough to do 
to saue and helpe. *746 Sir J. Cope Rep. Cond. 126 She 
would have enough ado to get home. 

C. ellipt. = ‘ Enough has been done, said, etc/ ; 
qvL 2 isi-mtefy. ; also followed by of in interjectional 
phrases. 

C1340 AVr Gam. <$• Gr, Knt . 1948 Ino3 . .1 ponk yow, bi be 
rode. 1605 Shaks. Macb. v. viii. 34 And damn’d be him 
that first cries hold, enough. 1645 Chas. I Let. Wife in 
Rep. Comm. Hist. MSS. App. 6 But anuf of this, I know 
thy affection. 1732 E. Cooke Voy. S. Sea 354 But enought 
of this, since it was not our Fortune to take her. 1728 Pope 
Dune. 111. 357 Enough! enough! the raptur’d monarch 
cries. 1808 Scott Marm. 1. xvi. Enough of him. 

d. Idiomatically, J* His enough : = * enough for 
him’ (obs.). Also (nonce-uses) as sb. with article. 

*651 N. Bacon Hist. Disc. lix. 176 It’s his enough. 1655 
Fuller Ch. Hist. iv. iii. § 3 If some Courtiers were to stint 
the enough of Clergy-men. 1858 Hawthorne Fr. <$• It. 
Jmls. II. 149 There is no enough short of a little too much. 

B. adv. (In mod. Eng. enough normally follows 
an adj. or adv. which it qualifies ; in OE. and ME. 
it often preceded it, and occasional instances of 
this order occur in writings of the present century.) 
1 . Sufficiently ; in a quantity or degree that satis- 
fies a desire, meets a want, or fulfils a putpose. 

c 888 K. /Elfred Boetk. xxxvi. § 3 Genog sweotole me is 
|>aet gessed. c 2200 Trin. Coll. Horn. 217 pis chirche is 
riche inoh. c 1250 Gen. £ Ex. 600 It adde lested long 


a-no3. <2130© Cursor M. 8103 Bi-halden vs inogh has 
pou. *513*75 Diurtt. Occurr. 1 1833) 59 To assy gif thair lad- 
deris wer convenient and lang aneuch. 1535 Coverdale 
1 Chron. xxiii. 1 He [Dauid] himselfewasolde, and Had lyued 
ynough. *597 J. Payne Royal Exch. 3 Soorie ynoughe 
yf well ynoughe. *664 Evelyn KaL Hori . (1729), Your 
choice Tulips .. will be more secure, and forward enough. 
1667 Milton P. L. iv. 124 Yet not anough had practised to 
deceive Uriel once warnd. 2726*8 Lady M. W. Montague 
Lett. I. xix. 59, I hope you know me enough to take my 
word. 1742 Richardson Pamela III. 231 They have 
vex’d me more than enough. 1804 W. Milford Harmony 
238 Enough aware that, etc. 1809 Roland Fencing 61 You 
are not always quick enough to parry as has been recom- 
mended. *8. . Coleridge Ch. «$• State 11839) 206 Enough 
thankful. 2875 Jowett Plato (ed 2) I. 161 He who is 
moderately good, and does no evil, is good enough for me. 

b. quasi-ad)'. qualifying a sb. used as predicate. 

1711 Addison Sped. No. 130 T x The Butler has been 

Fool enough to be seduced by them. Mod. He was not 
man enough to confess the truth. 

c. etiift.pmfla. omission of done, i. e. boiled, cooked, 
roasted , etc. Obs. exc. dial. 

c 1440 A nc . Cookery in Househ. Ord. (1790) 432 When thai 
arne ynoughf, take hem up, and let hem kele._ 1658 Evelyn 
Fr. Gard. iii. iv. (1675) 294 You shall discover, if it be enough 
boyled, by putting into it a Hens egg; if it sink, it is not 
yet enough, 1725 Bradley Fam. Diet. s. v. Tart , Bake Jt 
m the oven, and when enough, strew Sugar again over it. 
1796 Mrs. Glasse Cookery iii. 29 As soon as you find the 
greens are shrunk and fallen to the bottom . they are 
enough. 1863 Atkinson Provinc. Danby , Enough , adv., 
sufficiently cooked, enough done (of any article of food). 

2. In vaguer sense (qualifying an adj. or adv.). 

a. With intensive force: Fully, quite, abun- 
dantly, as much as well could be. Now only in 
certain customary (chiefly colloq.) phrases, as sure 
enough, you know well enough, etc. Also in weaker 
sense, implying 1 a slight augmentation of the sense 
of the positive 3 ( J. ) , as in aptly enough y oddly enough. 

<r888 K. jElfred Boeth. xxxvi. § 3 ©a cwaep ic; Genog 
open hit is. a 1175 Cott. Horn. 223 God wot genoh geare 
gif ge of pan treowe aeteS. a 2225 A ncr. R. 420 Sum wum- 
mon inouh reaSe wereS pe brech of heare ful wel i-knotted. 
a 1300 Fall 4 f Passion 101 in E. E. P. <1862) 15 Ihsu was 
sikir inoj. 1375 Barbour Bruce 1. 286 Hys landis that war 
fayr Inewch Thai to the lord off clyffurd gave, c 1450 
Merlin iv. 68 And these othir tymes I parceyved it wele 
I-nough. *529 More Com/, agst. Trio. u. Wks. 1 204/1 
This poynte 1$. .metely playn inough. a 1568 Sempill 
Ballates 237 The Quhyt is twiche and fresche ennewche. 
1594 Battell Balrinness in Scot. Poems 16th C. II. 351 For 
weill aneugh they understood, 1630 Lane Sqr’s T. p. 151 
note. This heard, Leyfurco with his mates thus prate, 
theare wheare weare safe enuff topp of the gate, a 1774 
Goldsm. Double Transf. 28 Though she felt his usage rough, 
Yet in a man ’twas well enough. *783 Hailes Antiq. Chr. 
Ch. ii. 15 Which, aptly enough, might be denominated the 
journals of the senate. 1871 Browning Hervi Riel, You 
shall look long enough ere you come to Herve Riel. 

b. Implying disparagement of the importance 
or relevance of a conceded proposition. 

1606 Shaks. Tr. § Cr. v. i. 57 An honest fellow enough 
. . but he has not so much Brame as eare-wax. 1719 De 
Foe Crusoe (1840) II. xvi. 327 Good bread enough, but 
baked as biscuits. *822 Blackw. Mag. XII. 69 Calashes 
are good things enough, when the weather’s wet and 
muggy. 1831 Macaulay Essays, Johnson , Wks. (1866) V. 
509 The conceit is wretched enough, but, etc. 1856 Mrs. 
Carlyle Lett. II. 286 A good enough man in his way — so- 
ber and laborious, and all that. 

t EnOTrgEbote. Obs. [f. Enough + Bote, 
Boot J& 1 ] Satisfaction ior an injury. 

1340 Ayenb . 180 After f>e ssrifte com)? ynogbote, )?et is J?e 
amendinge )?et me ssel do. .bi f>e rede of J?e ssrivere. 

f Enou’gkly, adv. Obs. rare- 1 . In 4 yno 3 ~ 
liche. [f. as prec. + -LY 2 .] Sufficiently. 

1340 Ayenb. 55 An hondred poure m^ten libbe and yno3- 
liche by ueld. 

Enoumbre : see Enumber. 

Enounce (zTiaums), V. [ad. F. enoncer, ad. L. 
emmtid-re \ see Enunciate), after the analogy of 
Announce.] 

1. trans. To state (a proposition, principle, 
opinion) in definite terms ; « Enunciate. 

2805 Foster Ess. iv. iii. 152 Whatever sentences will justly 
enounce them. 1837-8 Sir W. Hamilton Logic xv. (1866) 
I, 281 The Antecedent comprises the two propositions, the 
one of which enounces the general rule. 1851 Sir F, JPal- 
grave Norm. # Eng. I. 199 The proposition is incontest- 
able yet incompletely enounced. 1878 Dowden Stud. Lit. 
144 Wordsworth’s theory, .was perhaps not enounced with 
perfect clearness. 

2. To state publicly ; to proclaim. 

1807 T. Thomson Ckem. II. 222 Landriani .. enounced 
the alteration of lime-water by it [carbonic acid gas] as a 
proof of his opinion. 1829 Southey Sir T.More II. 233 
[To] enounce without disguise the most revolutionary senti- 
ments. 1834 Fraser’s Mag. X. 722 Plunkett enounced . . 
the following to be his deliberate sentiments. 

3. To utter, pronounce (words, etc.) ; cf. Enun- 
ciation. 

. *829 Southey A llfor Love ix, At his command the Cho- 
rister Enounced the Prophet’s song, 2852 A. M. BkllEIocuL 
Man. (1859) 5 8 The student should be able to enounce these 
[sounds] independently; 2857 C. Bronte Professor I. xlv. 
235 Language enounced with such steam-engine haste. 

Enouncement (zncnrnsment). [f. prec. + 
-ment.] The action of enouncing ; a definite 
statement, proclamation, utterance. 

2836-7 Sir W. Hamilton. Metaph. xxxviii. (1870) II. 353 
The enouncement of this criterion was. .a great discovery in 


the science of mind. 2856 Dove Logic Chr. Fatih ni. ii. 
239 An enouncement of the laws of thought. 

t Enou’rle, V. Obs. rare. Also 5 enhoril. [as 
if a. Fr. *enourler, {. en \ see En- pref. 1 ) + our Ur 
to edge.] trans . To border ; ? to surround. 

c 2325 E. E. Allit. P. B. 19 pe kyng J?at al weldez . . With 
angele2 enourled in alle )?at is clene. ? a 2400 Morte Arth, 
3244 Enhorilde with arborye and alkyns trees, 

Enourn : see Enorn. 

Enow (Tncnr), a. and advX Now only arch. 
and dial. Forms: a. (with apparent traces of 
pi, inflexion) 1 senoge, 2 inose, 3-5 in-, ynoghe, 
-ogli3e, -Q3e, -03lie, -ohe, -01130, in-, ynowe, 
-ow3e, 4-5 anowe, (5 enoghe, eniighe, inowhe), 
3-6 ynowe, 6 enowe. jS. (without traces of in- 
flexion) 3-5 in-, ynou, 3-7 in-, ynow, (4-6 
inew, ynew, 4 aney, 6-9 Sc. anew, 8-9 dial. 
enew, enoo), 4- enow. [See Enough. The forms 
of Enough and enow cannot always he discrimi- 
nated with certainty, as the phonetic value of the 
ME. and early mod. 3, gh, was not uniform. The 
same graphic form, indeed, may sometimes repre- 
sent two different pronunciations, one belonging 
to each series.] 

A. adj. 

1. ‘ The plural of Enough ’ (J.). (The recent 
literary use is almost peculiar to Sc. writers.) 

Beowulf % 103 (Gr.), pset ge ^eno^e ne on sceawiaS beagas 
and brad gold. C1033 Charter Cnut in Cod. Dipl. YI. 183 
Leofric eorl, and Osgod Clape, and Bored, and o 5 re 
genome, c 1175 Lamb. Horn. 13 Ic eou wille jeuen wela and 
westme 111036. c 2200 Ormin 7932 pattwitenn menu inowhe. 
a 1225 Leg. Kath. 514 Ah wordes J?u hauest inohe. a 1300 
Cursor M. 4563 (Gott.) In a medow slih't, floures and gress 
i-now i fand, c 1320 Seuyn Sag. (W.) 921 He kest the bor 
doun hawes anowe. 2375 Barbour Bruce 1. 558 His Systir 
Son him slew. And gud men als, ma then Inew. a 2400-50 
Alexander 3931 Bernes was di3t be deth with dintis enoghe. 
c 2430 Hymns Virg. (1867) 76 God hap mercies y-now in 
stoore For a bousand w’orldis. i486 Bk. St. Albans Cjb, 
Yeue hir birdis Inow both morow and euyn. 1513 Douglas 
ASneis u. vii. (vi.) 23, 1 than, by cleir takynnis anew, Mani- 
festly all the Greikis falsheid knew. 2535 Coverdale 
Ezek, xxxix. 10 They shall haue weapens ynew to burne. 
1581 Sidney Apol. Poetrie (Arb.) 67 He would be sure 
to name windes enowe. c 1611 Chapman Iliad xx. 24 His 
mere looks threw darts enow t’ impress Their pow’rs with 
trembling. 1656 Sanderson Serm . (1689)266 The Devil will 
be sure to suggest enow of these pretensions. 2702 Addi- 
son Dial. Medals i. 24, I think there are at Rome enow 
modern works of Architecture to employ any reasonable 
man. 1752 Hume Ess. 4 Treat. (1777) 1 . 23 There are enow 
of zealots on both sides. 2820 Scott Ivanhoe xxxii, Take 
with you enow of men. 1824 L. Murray Eng . Gram. 1 . 254 
Enow was formerly used as the plural of enough ; but it is 
now obsolete. 2828 Steuart Planter’s G. 253 Accidents 
enow will happen, without aggravating them by careless- 
ness. 1868 G. Macdonald Eng. Antiphon 210 Without yet 
having generated thoughts enow concerning the subject 
itself. 

b. predicatively. 

2647 May Hist. Pari. Pref. 5 Any English man, whose 
yeares have been enow to make him know the Actions that 
were done. 1760 Sterne Serm. Yorick (1773) IV. 31 As if 
the causes of anguish in the heart were not enow. 1796 C. 
Marshall Garden, xii. (2813) 154 Three or four [fruits] on 
a long and strong branch are quite enow. 1825 Scott 
Talism. xix, Those charges, which there are enow to bring 
against him in his absence. 

C. absol. = ‘ persons enough \ 

2583 Stubbes Anat. Abus. n. 25 There are inow, and more 
than a good meanie. 2646 Crashaw Steps Temple 74 There 
are enow, whose draughts, as deep as hell, Drink up all 
Spain in sack. 1669 Shadwell Royal Shepherdess 1. i, 
Thou wilt surely have Enow to court thee. 1805 Wordsw. 
Prelude v. (2851) 91 Enow there are on earth to take in 
charge Their wives, their children, and their virgin loves. 

2. As adj. sing. = Enough a. 1 a. 

2297 R. Glouc, (1724) 388 Pe kyng and Roberd. . wyp gret 
ost and strengpe ynou to Engelond come, a 1300 Cursor M. 
2190 (Gott.) Of pat nacion sprang foli enou. 1393 Langl. P. 
PI. C, xv. 139 Ich haue mete more pan ynowe. cieptoChron. 
Vilad. 130 Plenteythe of fysshe pey hadden ynowe. 2472 
Sir J. Paston in Lett. 670 III. 7, I have hey 1 new of myn 
owne. 1672-5 Comber Comp. Temple kxio^ 90 And hence we 
see we have Reason enow to confess our Sins. 

b. predicatively ; = Enough a. 2. 

a 2200 Moral Ode 385 in Lamb. Horn. 183 Crist seal one 
beon inou . alle his durlinges. 1607 Tourneur Rev. Trag . 
v. i, That’s enow a’ conscience ! 1814 Byron Lara 1. 

xxviii. It was enow To seal his lip, but agonise his brow. 

e. absol. = Enough a. 3 . 

a 1300 Cursor M. 27601 (Cott.) Inow no maiman find o paa. 
2413 Lydg. Pilgr. Sowle 11. lvii. (1859) 56 Ynowe to doo for 
many a day herafter. a 1440 Sir Degrev. 1024 Whedur he 
wol tornay or fygthe, He shal have 1 -now ! 1597 Daniel 

Trag. Philotas in Farr S. P. Jas.I (1848)275 , 1 know t’have 
said too much, but not ynow. 

B. adv. = Enough adv. in various senses. 

1297 R. Glouc (1724) 83 pat folk was po of pis lond y 
payed wel ynow. £1300 Beket 2213 Honurede that holi 
bodi : and custe hit yno^e. c 1340 Cursor M. 1404 (Fairf.) 
Lorde I-noghe [Trin. Inou3e] now liued haue I. C1385 
Chaucer L. G. W. 893 Tisbe, To make myn wounde large 
I-now I gesse. c 2449 Pecock Repr. 295 It may weel 
ynow3 accorde with resoun. a 1553 IJdall Royster D. 1. ii. 
(Arb. ) 14 Bee of good cheere ; anon ye shall doe well ynow. 
1676 Hobbes Iliad xm. 271 Or if you had been hurt 'tis 
sure enow, Nor in your back nor neck had been the wound. 
1814 Southey Paraguay 1. 19 A few firm stakes. .Circling 
a narrow space, yet large enow. 1850 Mrs. Browning Rom. 
Ganges xxiii, None are frail enow For mortal joys to 
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borrow! 1870 Morris Earthly Par . III. iv. 235 Bright 
enow With gold and gems. 

b. ellipt. — Enough adv. 1 c. 

c 1440 Auc. Cookery in Housek. Ord. (1790) 451 When hit 
is innowe take hit up. 

Enow (incur), adv: 1 dial [? Short for den 
( *>even \ now. (But cf. Ger. im nu, Sw. i delta me.)] 
Just now {Sc.) ; by and by ; presently. 

1816 Scott A ntiq. xxiv, ‘ We carma hovvk for't enow.’ 2855 
Robinson Whitby Gloss,, I will come enow. 

Enoy, -ing, var. of Ennoy, -ing, Obs. 

Enoynt, obs. var. Anoint ppl a. \pbs.) and v. 
Enoyse, var. of Enose v. Obs . 

Enp- : see Emp-. 

Enpair, obs. form of Impair. 
f Enpa*relling, vbl. sb . Obs., var. of Apparel- 
ling vbl. sb. 

2496 Will Snaiv ‘ Somerset Ho.\ Towards the garnessh- 
ing & enparellyng of the Image of saynte Mary Magdalene 
in the chapell of Yelde Hall of London. 

(I En passant (an pasan), adv. [Fr.] 

1. In passing; by the way; in the course of a 
narrative, etc. 

1665 Boyle Occas. Reff., D/sc. Medii . (1675) 57 Having 
given you this Advertisement, en passa?it , we may now 
proceed. 2720 Welton Suffer. Son of God I. viii. 162 We 
ought not to receive them but en Passant, and by the 
way. 1838 S. Lover Handy Andy iii, His pursuer . . gave 
a back-handed slap at the window- bottles, en passant. 2860 
Adler Fauriel's Prov. Poetry viii. 161 It is sufficient . . to 
indicate . . en passafit the existence of the histories in ques- 
tion. 

2. Chess. To take (a pawn) en passant : to take 
with one of your own pawns an adversary’s pawn 
that has been moved forward two squares, passing 
over the square on which it would by the general 
rule have been liable to capture by your pawn. 

f Enpayn, v. Obs. rare* 1 , [ad. OF. enpain-er, 
L en (see En- preff) + OF. paine (mod. peine) 
trouble.] rejl . To put oneself to pains ; to exert 
oneself. 

c 1380 Sir Ferumb. 633 EyJ>er enpaynede him other to slo. 
f Enpe*r, V . Obs. rare— 1 . [? corruptly ad. OF. 
aperir , ad. L. aperire to open.] traits. ? To 
open, make plain. 

c 1420 A nturs of Arth. xix, Prophetes haue told, And en- 
perit to the pepulle in hor preching. 

t Enpi’te, V. Obs. [? f. En- 1 + pile, Pitt.] traits . 
? To affect with compassion, touch the heart of. 

c 1400 Test, Love n. (1560) 284/2 Yet I am glad and greatly 
enpited, how continually thou haddest me in mind. 

Enplant, enpowder, etc. : see Imp-. 
f Enpraynt. Obs. rare. [a. OF. emprcinte 
(see Imprint), f. empreindre Lat. imprimere , f. 
in- upon + prim ere to press.] A shock, encounter. 

c 1489 Caxton Sonnes Aymonxx. 453 Eche of them over- 
threw vii knightes at that enpraynt. 

Enprent, obs. var. Imprint. 
t Enpr©SOn4« Sc. Obs. rare. Also enpre- 
sowne ; pi. -eis, -eys. [a. F. emprisonni put in 
prison.] A prisoner. 

c 1425 Wyntoun Cron. vm. xxvii. 14 Na man.. durst say 
,,j?at he Wes yholden before Enpresowne. lbid. v m. xxvii. 
141 he Kyng gert cry All |>e enpresowneys slayne to be. 
f Enpre'SS, v. Obs. rare. Also 4 enprece. 
[a. OF. enpresse-r, f. en - (see En- *) 4- presser to 
Press. See Impress.] irons. To press hard upon; 
to oppress. Also absol. 

c 1323 D. E. A Hit. P. C. 43 As pouert enpresses. Ibid. 
528 When pouerte me enprece/. 

Enpress, obs. var. of Emprise. 

C1325 E. E. A llit. P. A. 1096 pis noble cite of ryche en- 
presse Watz sodanly ful with-outen sommoun Of such ver- 
gynez. 

Enprint. enprison, enproper : see Impr-. 
Enprowe, obs. form of Improve. 

Enpugne, obs. var. Impugn. 
t Enqua*rter , v. Obs. Also 7 inquarter. 
[f. En- i + Quarter sb. Cf. Ger. einquartieren , 
** sense I.] 

1. trans. To put (troops) into quarters ; to billet. 
Also absol. 

2642 Charles I Declar. about Brentford 10 Part of it [the 
army] was inquartered at Brainford. 2673 H. Stubbe 
Further Find. Dutch War To Rdr. 9 Neither could the 
Captain General . . enquarter in any City, without the Con- 
sent of the Province. 

2. Her. To place (armorial bearings) in a quarter 
of the shield ; to quarter. 

2622-62 Heylin Cosmogr. 1. (2682) 204 Varying the Coat 
of France, which they enquartered with their own. 1635 
B rereton Trav. (1844) 235 The arms of this see. .and Bishop 
Hampton’s own coat arms enquartered together. 

Hence Enqua-rtering vbl sb., the action of 
placing (troops) in quarters, or of going into 
quarters.,'' 

2639 Latves $ Ord. Warre 14 Their marching, retreating, 
or enquartering in or thorow any townes or countryes. 

Enquere, obs. var. Enquire, Inquire. 

T Enquerouresse. nonce-wd. [f. OF. en- 
quereour one who holds a judicial inquiry + -ess.] 
A female inquisitor. 

£ 2430 Pilgr. Lyf Manhode u. viii, (1869V 78 Art thou 
meyresse ? or a ne we enquerouresse? Shewe thi commission. 
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Enquest, obs. form . of Inquest. 
t Enqne'stion. Obs. rare~ l . [a. OF. enques • 
tion.J Question, inquiry. 

42642 Bp. R. Mountagu Acts <$■ Mon. (2642' 55 Three 
Divines of Spaine. .haue of purpose defended and explained 
that Doctrine without taxe, enquestion, or imputation, 
f Enquey*ntance. Obs. = Acquaintance i. ; 

1297 R. Glouc. (1724) 330 ]>at ne wylnede enqueyntance 
of hym. 

Enquicken : see En- pre/J 3 . 

Enquiet, -ation, etc. : see Inquiet, etc. 
t EnquiTe, v. Obs. rare- 1 , [a. OF. en- 
cueillir (written also anqillir ) to take. See 
Aquile.] irons . To obtain. 

c 2325 E. E. A llit. P. C. 39 And by quest of her quoyntyse 
enquylen on mede. 

Enquire (enkwor«u), v. An alternative form 
of Inquire. The mod. Diets, give inquire as the 
standard form, but enquire is still very frequently 
used, esp. in the sense * to ask a question For 
the relation in history and use between the two 
forms, see Inquire. Hence Enquirer, Enquiry, 
etc., for which see the forms with In-. 
t Enra ce, V. Obs. rare. [f. En - 1 + Race sb.] 
trans. To introduce into a race of living beings; 
to implant. Hence Enra*ced ppl . a., that is im- 
planted in the race, inborn, inbred. 

a *577 Sir T. Smith Commit). Eng. { 1633’! 56 The enraced 
love of tenants, .to such Noblemen. 2590 Spenser F. Q. 
hi. v. 52 He it fetcht out of her native place, And did in 
stocke of earthly flesh enrace. 1596 — Hymn Beauty 114 
When she in fleshly seede is eft enraced. 

+ 32nra*cll. V. Obs. rare— 1 , [ad. OF. enrach-ier, 
corrupt var. of esrachier : see Aracbe.] trans. 
To tear out, ravish. 

2309 Hawes Past. Pleas . 137 Myne only lady and maystres 
also, Whose goodly beaute hath my harte enrached. 

t Enra*cine&, ppl a. Obs. rare— 1 , [ad. Fr. 
enracine , f. en- (see En- preff) + racine root] 
That has taken root, rooted. 

2656 Sir R. Gordon Hist . Earls Sutherl. 295 (Jam.), A 
quarrell . . deiplie grounded, and enracined for many other 
preceiding debates. 

f Enra'ge, sb. Obs. [f. next.] Rage, fury. 

2502 Ord. Crysten Men (W. de W. 2506) v. iii. 377 Is 
multyplyed the enrage of enuy of those the whiche ben 
dampned. 

Enrage (enr<?**dg), v. Also 6-8 in-, [ad. OF. 
enrage-r, f. en- (see En- preff) + rage rabies, Rage. 

The Fr. word is used only intr. ; the trans. use in Eng. 
appears to have arisen ( c 1600) from the pa. pple. enraged 
(= Fr. enrage ) taken as passive.] 

+ 1. intr. To be distracted, * driven wild 9 (by 
hunger, thirst). Const, for [after Fr. enrager de 
faim, soif\ Obs. 

2502 Ord. Crysten Men (W. de W. 1506) v. ii. 364 Nor 
never shall cease to. .enrage for thyrste. 2523 Ld. Berners 
Froiss. I, cxlvi. 174 So sore stray ned that we haue nat to 
lyue withall, but . . muste all dye, or els enrage for famyn. 
2557 Paynel Barclay s fugurtk 95 Serpentes whiche were 
so muche more violent and fiers for lacke of meat .. as al 
other wilde beastes be wont to inrage for honger. 
t 2, To get into a rage, become very angry. Obs. 
a 2533 Ld. Berners Huon civ. 345 He enraged & was 
nere out of his wyt. 2632 Lithgow Trav. x. 46 6 Whereat 
the Alcalde, iuraging, set my teeth asunder with a payre of 
iron cadges. 1782 Miss Burney Cecilia, ix. x. V. 192 My 
father, .will only enrage at the temerity of offering to con- 
fute him. 

t 8 . Of famine, persecution, etc. : To rage. Obs. 
1560 Bible (Genev.) Ex. Arg., The more that the tyranny 
of the wicked enraged against his Church. 2606 Warner 
Alb. Eng. xiv. xcii. (2622) 372 Such famine had inrag’d 
within the walles so sore. 

f 4. Pa. pple. Maddened (with anger, love, pain, 
etc.) ; inspired with poetic frenzy. Also, affected 
with rabies. 

2523 Douglas AEneis xni. v. 20 And sine, half deill en- 
ragit..in ruschis he Amyd therowt. 2392 Shaks. Ven . <4 
Ad. 317 His love, perceiving how he is enraged. Grew 
kinder, a 1619 Fotherby Atheom. 1. xiv. § 3 (1622^ 151 
Yea one that is inraged, not with frenzie, but with furie. 
2835 Swan Sfiec. M. vi. § 4 (1643) 252 Such as are enraged 
by the biting of a mad dog. 2630 Earl Monmouth jfcr. 
Sett au It's Man become Guilty 65 Poets droop, when not in- 
raged. 2697 Dryden Virg. Georg, in. 388 To battel Tygers 
move; Enrag'd with Hunger, more enrag’d with Love. 
2719 De Foe Crusoe (1840) II. xiv. 293 The poor beast, en- 
raged with the wounds, was no more to be governed. 

5. trans. To throw into a rage ; to make furious, 
exasperate ; also with on f and absol 
2589 Warner Alb. Eng. vl xxx. (1612) 149 Successlesse 
therefore, and inrag’d. 2590 Spenser F. Q. i. L 17 There- 
with enrag’d she loudly gan to bray. 2597 Shaks. 2 Hen. IV, 
iv. i. 21 1 Like an offensive wife, That hath enrag’d him 
on, to offer strokes. 1605 — Mach. iii. iv. 118 Question 
enrages him. 2624 Bedell Lett. iv. 77 The Protestants 
making the Pope Antichrist, .is a point that inrageth much 
at Rome. 2667 Milton P. L. ii. 698, I reing King, and 
to enrage thee more, Thy King and Lord. 2709 Stanhope 
Paraphr. IV. 531 Shall we be inraged and impatient for 
Affronts and Disgrace. 2774 Goldsm. Nat. Hist. (1776) IV. 
103 He fthe dog] stands enraged and barking. 1864 Black- 
friars II. 224 Little the worse for.. his fall, but madly 
enraged at the galling mischance. 1872 Darwin Emotions 
x. 240 A man may intensely hate another, but until his bodily 
frame is affected, he cannot be said to be enraged, 
f 6. transf. a. To add fury or violence to ; to 
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make violent or virulent ; to exacerbate, b. To 
cause heat or fever in (the blood, a wound). Obs. 

a. <71500 Melusme 164 The see was enraged thrugh the 
stormes and horryble tempeste. 1624 Raleigh Hist. World 

iv. i. § 2. 457 Great rivers are at once swollen, fast running 
inraged. 2639. Fuller Holy War v. xv. (1840) 269 Un- 
wholesome diet enraging the climate against us. x6$6 
' Ridgley Prod. Physick 49 A double poyson, one putrifying 
which is enraged by suppurating remedies. 2692 E. Walker 
Epictetus ’ Mor. xxi, To tell him he's mistaken will inrage 
His grief. 27x3 Young Last Day n. 248 Angels drive on 
the wind’s impetuous course, T’enrage the flame. 1739 B, 
Martin Nat. Hist. Eng., Somerset I. 84 Enrages the Gout 
or strikes it in. 

b. 1597 Shaks. 2 Hen. IV, 1. i. 244 My Limbes (Weak'ned 
with greefe) being now inrag'd with greefe, Are thrice 
themselues. 2626 G. Sandys Ovids Met. vl 229 In-bred 
lust Inrag'd his blood. 2635 R. Bolton Comf. Affl. Consc. 

v. 215 They will . . rather enrage fhe wound, then weaken 
the rage. 2693 R. Lyde Recov. Friends Adventure in Arb. 
Garner VII. 449 My left thumb .. was very much swelled 
and enraged. 

Enraged (eurFi-dgd ), ppl. a. [f. prec.-b-ED 1 .] 
f 1. In various senses. Of matter: Enfevered, 
vitiated. Of creatures: Made furious, maddened. 
Of men : Savage. Obs. 

2398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. v. Ivii. (2493) 173 Bones 
often tymes ben greuyd of fretynge and gnawynge of wode 
and enragyd matere. 2533 Bellenden Livy v. (1822) 449 
Bot the place and hichtis quhare thay dwell has maid thame 
sa enragit and wilde. 1602 Holland Pliny II. 226 All the 
horses.. become inraged. 2632 Howell Masaniello , 2nd 
Part 47 Like so many enraged lions, 
f 2. Of desires, passions, etc. : Inflamed, ardent, 
furious. Obs. or arch . 

2580 Sidney Arcadia (1622^ 166 With the sword of reuerent 
dutie gaine-stand the force of so many enraged desires. 2399 
Shaks. Much Ado h. iii. 103 But .. she loves him with an 
inraged affection, it is past the infinite of thought. 2652 
Life Father Sarpi (1676) 50 Such an inraged hatred. 

8. Of persons : Thrown into a rage, infuriate. 

2732 Berkeley Alciphr„,m. § 16 Would you help an en- 
raged man to his sword? 2757 Burke Abridgm. Eng. Hist. 
Wks. X. 466 He was unwilling to keep pace with the 
violence of that enraged bishop. 2835 Macaulay Hist. 
Eng. IV. 526 The prosecutors had with difficulty escaped 
from the hands of an enraged multitude. 

Hence Enra g-edly adv., in an enraged manner, 
furiously. Bara'ge&ness, the state or condition 
of being enraged. 

a 1572 Knox Hist. Ref. Wks. (1846) I. 178 Then more 
enraigedlye, thei cry, c We shall never departe till that we 
see him'. 1639 Charles I Declar. Tumults Scot. 37 The 
barbarous multitude run most inragedly upon them. x6xx 
Cotgr., Furie , enragednesse, frenzie, madnesse. 

Unragement (enrei*d 3 ment). [f. Enrage v. 
+ -ment.J The action of enraging ; the state or 
condition of being enraged. f Also in good 
sense : Rapture. 

2596 Spenser Hymn Heav. Love 286 With sweete enrage- 
ment of celestial! love. 1648 J. Goodwin Right Might 8 
They . . were now under a great additional! enragement. 
1669 W. Simpson Hydrol. Chym. 78 By symptomatical en- 
ragements of that furibund animal. 1881 D. C. Murray 
Joseph's Coat L viii. 169 Examining the drawing there to 
John's satisfaction and George's enragement. 

Enraging (enrji'd 2 ;ig\///. a. rare . [f. Enrage 
v. +■ -ing ^.] Thatenrages ; provoking, exasperating. 
(So Fr. enrageant.) 

2880 Disraeli Endym. xn. 47 Myra was always uftmoved 
and enraging from her total want of sensibility , 
t Enrai'l, V. Obs. Also 6 inrayl, 7 inrail. 
[f. En - 1 + Rail sb. and v,] trans . To enclose 
with, or as with, a railing. Also fig. 

1523 Skelton Garl. Laurel 656 The bankes . . Enrailid 
with rosers. 2594 Hooker Eccl. Pol. iv. xiii. (1604) 200 The 
same if any part doe wilfully violate, it may be reformed 
and inrayled againe. ^ 1607 F. Mason Authoritie of Ck. 9 
God hath inrailed their authoritie with certaine bounds and 
limits which they may not passe. 

Hence EnraiTed ppl. a. 

1714 Gay Trivia 11. (R.), Where fam'd St. Giles’s ancient 
limits spread, An enrail'd column rears its lofty head. 

22nra*nge, v- Obs. Also 6 enraunge. ?In 
Spenser only. [f. En - 1 + Range sb. and v.] 

X. trans. To place in a range or rank ; to arrange. 
1590 Spenser. F. Q. hi. xii. 5 After whom march t a jolly 
company, In manner of a maske, enranged orderly. 2596 
— Hymn Heav. Beauty 83 More faire is that, where those 
Idees on hie Enraunged be, which Plato so admyred. 

2. To range or ramble in (a forest). 

1596 Spenser F. Q. vl iff 9 In all this forrest and wyld 
wooddie raine Where, as this day I was enraunging it. 

Enrank (enrse-qk), v. Also 7 enranek. [f. 
En- 1 + Rank ^/a] trans. To set in a rank or row ; 
esp. to draw up (soldiers) in order of battle. 

2592 Shaks. i Hen. VI, 1. i. 213 No leysure had he to en- 
ranke his men. 1620 Healey .S 7 . Aug. Citie of God 585 
Hee begat the sonne who is enranked in this genealogicall 
rolle. 1623-6 W. Browne Brit. Past.. 11. i, His rusty teeth 
. .Did through his pallid cheekes . , Bewray what number 
were enranckt within. 2834 Fraser's Mag. IX. 1 19 Her sons, 
thus side to side Enranked. 

|| En rapport (anrappr). In relation {with) ; 
in mesmeric ‘rapport’ : see Rapport. 

Enrapt (enrse-pt), pple. [f. En - 1 + Rapt.] 
c Carried away * by prophetic ecstasy ; hence, ab- 
sorbed in contemplation, enraptured. 

2606 Shaks. Tr . 4- Cr. v. iii. 65, I myself Am like a Pro- 
phet suddenly enrapt. 2790 A. Wilson Invocation Poet. 
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Wks. (1846) S3 Enrapt with the prospect, the hard gazed 
around. 1805 Wordsw. Prelude x. (1850) 289 On the 
fulgent spectacle. . I gazed Enrapt. 

, This sense is in some applications undistin- 
gnishable from the fig. sense of enwrap (see En- 
wrap v., and cf. Shaks. Twel. N. iv. iii. 3 ). 
Hence a frequent confusion between the two 
words. In the following passage Johnson regards 
enrapt as erroneously written for enwrapt : 

c 1730 Pope, etc. Mart. S crib lent s (1742) 130 Nor hath he 
been so enrapt in these Studies, as to neglect, etc. 

Enrapture (enree'ptiiu), v. Also 8 inrapture, 
[f. En-i + Rapture.] 

1. trans. To throw into a rapture, inspire with 
overmastering poetic fervour. Only in passive v 

2742 P, Francis tr. Horace ' Odes iv. ii. (1807) New words 
he rolls enraptur’d down Impetuous through the dithy* 
rambic strains. 1827 [see Enraptured 2]. 

2. To delight intensely. 

■ 1740 Dyer Hums Rome 134 The brow We gain enraptur'd. 
1821 Moore Irish Mel. Poet Wks. (1850) 200 Such eyes, As 
before me . . enraptured I see. 1866 Geo. Euot F. Holt 
(1868) 12 She had not been enraptured when her son had 
written, .that, etc. Mod. He quite enraptured his audience. 

Enraptured (enrae-ptiixid), ppl. a. [f. prec. 

V. + ~EDh] 

1. Full of poetic rapture. 

*75* J- Brown Shaftesb. Charac. 389 The inraptured 
■strains of Philocles. 1827 Keble Chr. Y., Circumcision xii 
4 One high enraptured strain. 

2. Rapturously delighted ; entranced, ravished. 

*757 Hurd Poet. Imitation Wks. (1811) II. 146 Hardly 

considered by the inraptured thought as fiction, a 1763 
Shenstone Poems Chaim. XIII. 308 Oft gazing on her 
shade, th'enraptured fair Decreed the substance well de- 
serv’d her care. 1836 J, Gilbert Chr . A tonem. iv. (1852) 
62 They broke forth in strains of enraptured admiration. 
*853 Robertson Serm. Ser. 111. ii. (1872)26 Its glories, .pour 
in melody upon the enraptured ear. 

Enrapturer (enrse-ptiurai). [f. Enrapture + 
-jer.] One who or that which enraptures. 

1850 L. Hunt Autohiog. I. viii. 300 Evil . . is . . the crown 
of patience, the enrapturer of the embraces of joy. 

Enrapturing (enrarptiurig), ppl. a. [f. En- 
rapture + -ing 2 .] That enraptures, or trans- 
ports with delight ; entrancing, ravishing. 

1801 Moore Catalogue ii. 13 This lesson of dear and en- 
rapturing lore I have never forgot. 1883 J. Parker A post. 
Life II. 299 An unutterable and enrapturing expectation. 

f33nra*se, v. Obs. rare— 1 , [var. of Abase : 
see En-1 A. 2 .] trans. To erase, obliterate. 

X491 Caxton Vitas Pair. (W. de W. 1495) 159 b/i For the 
loue of Johan my seruaunte thy synne is enrased oute. 

f Enra'vel, V. Obs. rare . Also 7 inravel, 
[f. En-1 + Ravel, Sc., rail.] trans. To enclose 
within railings. Hence Enra'velled ppl a. 

1632 Lithgow Trav. ix. 410 A gaudy beede inraueled be- 
tweene fiue small fast made irons. Ibid. x. 441 Two milk 
White Hennes, enraueled in an Iron Cage. Ibid, i 32 The 
Inravled images with sparrets of iron. 

Euravisll (enrse-vij). rare in mod. use. Also 
6-7 inravish. [f. En-1 + Ravish.] trans. To 
transport with intense delight ; to enrapture. 

2596 Spenser Hymn Love 119 What wonder then if with 
such rage extreme, Fraile men.. so much enrauisht bee? 
1596 Fitz-Geffray Sir F. Drake (iS&x) 25 Whose Muse is 
so inravish'd with the lookes Which from your Mistresse 
vvorie browes do fall, 1677 Hallywell Saving Souls 88 (T.) 
Which cannot but enravish every generous breast. <21714 
Abp. Sharp Serm. (1829) II. 458 We shall, .spend the whole 
eternity.. in loving God.. in being enravished with all his 
wise contrivances. 

Hence Enra vished ppl . a. 

166a H. More Entkus. Tri. (1712) 45 The divine Love 
and Beauty descending into their enravished Souls. [Not 
in ed. 1656.] 

+Enra*vishing, ppl a. [f. prec. + -ing 2 .] 
That enravishes ; enrapturing, delightful. 

*681-6 J. Scott Chr. Life V. 30 The most sublime and 
enravishing objects. 1683 H. More Illustration 276 Such 
enravishing news, a *714 Abp. Sharp Serm. Wks. {1829) 
I. 55 These [the pleasures of religion] are of so excellent a 
kind, so delicious, so enravishing that, etc. 

Hence Enravishingly adv. 

1687 H. More App. Antict. (1712) 221 The subtflty of the 
Matter [spiritual matter] will more .. enravishingly move 
the Nerves, than any terrestrial Body can possibly. 

Enravishment (enr£e*vijment). rare. [f. En- 
ravish V. + -KENT.] 

1. The state of being enravished. 

*656 H. More Antid. Atk. (1712) Ep. Ded. » Plato, if he 
were alive again . . to the enravishment of his amazed Soul 
might behold Vertue become visible. 

2. An emotion that forms part of such a state ; 
an ecstatic or rapturous feeling. 

*665 Glanvill Seeps. Scz. xxiv. (R.), The -enravishments 
of her [Nature’s] transported admirers. 

+ Enrea son, v. Obs. rare— 1 . In 3 enreson. 
[a. OF. enresoner, enraisonner to address, talk 
to, £ en- (see En- prefX} + raison Reason.] trans. 
To address in words. 

, * 2 97 R* Glouc. (1724) 34 [Canute] enresonede hys men, as 
hii byuore hym stode. 

Enregiment (enre-d^ment), v. [ad. Fr. v«- 
regimenter, £ en- (see En- prefX) + regiment 
Regiment.] trans. To form into a regiment 
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or organized body; hence, to bring under rule 
and discipline. 

1831 Carlyle in Froude Life (1882) II. 206 Enregiment 
and organise them [knaves] as cunningly as you wilL 1835 
Fraser’s Mag. XI. 560 The writers . . enregimented in the 
service of diffusion. *874 T. G. Bowles Flotsam fy Jetsam 
1 18 An atom in a mass of other men to be. .enregimented. 

Enregister (enre’d^istsi), v. rare in mod. use. 
Also 6 enregester, 6-7 inregister, 8 enrigister. 
[ad. Fr. enregistrer , £ en- (see En -prefX) + registre 
Register^] 

1. trans . To enter in a register or official record. 

1579 Tomsqn Calvin' s Serin. Tim. 525/2 Our sinnes . . he 

[God] hath not forgotten . . they are all inregistred before 
him. 2591 Horsey Trav. (1857) App. 350 Enregistred by 
the agent in writing. 1612 W. Pakkes Curtaine-Dr. (1876) 
9 Fixed a copious^ Scedule ore his head, Where all his 
mischiefes are inregistred. 1795 tr. BamteVs Hist. Clergy 
Fr. Rev. 240 Enregister their names. 2850 W. Irving 
Mahomet xiiL (2853) 60 The Syrian Greeks came in ... to 
have their names enregistered in the book of tributaries, 
b. transf. and Jig. 

2523 Ld, Berners Froiss. I. i. 1 That the honorable and 
noble aventures of feates of armes . . shulde notably be in- 
registered. 1396 Spenser Hymn Hea-v. Love 130 As in a 
brasen booke, To read enregistred in every nooke His 
goodnesse. a 1631 Donne Hist. Septuagint (1633) 217 He 
hath himself written and inregistred his own proper faults. 
1832 Fraser’s Mag. III. 323 We now have the wild follies 
of those Alchemists enregistered as a warning. 

2. To put on record as law; to ratify and put 
on record. 

1652 Life Father Sarfi (1676 1 88 The Court . do their 
uttermost endeavour to enregister and authenticate ^ the 
exclusion of Princes. 1702 Angms in Herba 31 He obliged 
himself to enrigister the Renunciation in the Council of 
State. 1819 Shelley Cenci a. i. 147 Executioners Of his 
decree enregistered in heaven. 1838 9 Hallam Hist . Lit. 
III. hi. vii. 364 Letters patent ..which the Parliament of 
Paris enregistered with great reluctance. 

Hence Enre'gistering vbl sb. 

2604 E. G. D' Acosta’s Hist. Indies* rv. vi. 222 The first 
discovery and inregistring of the Mines of Potozi. 2791 
Paine Rights M. (ed. 4) 100 The Parliament . . ordered 
the enregistering to be struck out. 

Enre'gistrate, a. nonce-wd. [f. prec. + -ate.] 
Placed on permanent record. 

*599 James I BacriA. Aaipov (1603) 217 Your writing which 
is nothing else hut a forme of en-registrate speech. 

t Enre'gistry. Ohs. rare. [f. Enregister v. ; 
cf. registry.] The action of enregistering (a law). 

2825 T. Jefferson Autohiog. Wks. 2859 I. 70 The deter- 
mined opposition of the Parliament to their [‘the taxes'] 
enregistry. 

1 Enrhetrm, v. Obs. [ad. OF. enrheum-er 
(mod. enrhumer), f. en- (seeEN- prefi) + rheume, 
ad. Gr. /fcv/t-a Rheum.] trans. To affect with 
rheum or catarrh ; to give a cold to. 

1666 G, Harvey Morb. Angl xiv. 170 The party .. hath 
taken could, and is enrheumed. 

Enrib : see En- preff 1 a. 

Enrich, (enrrtj), v. Forms : a. 4 -6 enrych, 
6 enriche, (enriteh, Sc. enreache), 5 - enrich. 
P. 6 inrych, 6-8 inrich(e. [a. Fr. enrich-ir, f. 
en- (see En- prefX) + riche rich.] 

1. trans. To make rich, wealthy, or opulent. 
Also absol 

1382 Wyclif Gen. xxx. 20 The Lord hath enrychide me 
with a good dower, c 2460 Fortescue Ads. Lim. Mon. 
(1714) 142 He hath than enryched his Corowne with such 
Riches and Possessions, as never Kyng schal may take 
from yt. 2330 Act 22 Hen. VIII, c. 8 § 1 Denizens, .after 
they be so inriched .. convey themselves, with their said 
Goods, to their own Country, a 1372 Knox Hist. Ref. Wks. 
1846 I. 398 Nor yitt to enreache the Crowne . . with your 
substance. 1677 Yarranton Engl Improv. 61 Set all the 
poor in England at work, and much inrich the Country. 
2732 Berkeley Alciphr. 11. § 2 Many men are enriched by 
all the forementioned ways of trade. 1838 Emerson Addr. 
Camb. Mass. Wks. (Bohn) II. 191 Thefts never enrich ; 
alms never impoverish. 2836 Kane A ret Expl. I. xvii. 
209 Enriching them in return with needles and beads, 
b. refi. and (rarely) intr. for rejl . 

2323 Ld. Berners Froiss. II. xcii. [Ixxxviii.] 273 Their 
desyre is euer to enryche and to haue all themselfe. 2349 
Cheke Hurt Sedit. Bib, But and we beyng wery of 
pouertye woulde seke to enryche ourselues we shold go, etc. 
1848 Macaulay Hist. Eng. I. 654 That they were able to en- 
rich themselves by soodiousatrade. 1880 B. Price in Fraseps 
Mag. May 677 Enabling industry to expand and enrich. 

2. Jig. To make rich, endow, with mental or 
spiritual wealth. 

2302 Ord. Crysten Men (W. de W. 1506) 1. iv. 43 Sacer- 
dotales the whiche is as moche for to saye as enryched and 
ennobled with holy mysteryes. 2397 Hooker Eccl Pol. v. 
lxxviii, Men specially enritcht with the gifts of the Holy 
Ghost. 1604 Bk. Com. Prayer, For R. Family , Enrich 
them with thy heauenlv grace. 1730 Thomson Autumn 
*353 Enrich me with the knowledge of thy works. 1838 
Wordsw. Sonn. to Planet Venus, Axe we aught enriched m 
love and meekness ? 

3. To fill or store with wealth ; to add to the 
valuable contents of. 

*579 Eyly Ettphues* (Arb.) 112 Enrich thy cofers. 1393 
Shaks. Rich. //, 1. iii. 141 Till twice fiue Summers haue 
enrich’d our fields. 260* Holland Pliny II. 632 Italy., 
inriched with captaines, souldiers, and slaues. 1634 Milton 
Comus 505 All the fleecy wealth That doth enrich these downs. 

by 


347 Who is travelling to enrich the Zoological Museum. 


EKRICHMEI^T. 

fe. fig. To increase the wealth 6 r copiousness 
of (a language) ; to acid to, improve (a science, etc.). 

1398 F. Mf.res in Shaks. C. Praise 21 The English 
tongue is mightily enriched. 2602 Holland Pliny II. 537 
Hee alone did illustrate and inrich it [sculpture] as much 
if not more, than all his predecessors. 1664 Power Exp. 
Philos. Pref. 18 Without inriching his discourse with any 
real Experiment or Observation. 1841 D’Israeli Amen. 
Lit.( 1867) 136 Chaucer has been accused of having enriched 
the language with the spoils of France. 2848 Macaulay 
Hist. Eng. 1. 256 In that year [1679] our tongue was enriched 
with two words, Mob and Sham. 1856 Emerson Eng. 
Traits, Lit. Wks. (Bohni II. 113 Richard Owen has. .en- 
riched science with contributions of his own. 

4. To make (the soil, etc.) rich in productive 
power ; to fertilize. 

*602 Holland Pliny xvii. vi. I. 505 They have a great 
opinion of the same [Marie] that it mightily enricheth it 
[the ground] and maketh it more plentifull. 2622 Wither 
Sonn. in Farr S. P. Jas. 1 (1848) 216 The hony, milky 
plaine, That is inricht by Jordan’s watering. *813 Sir H. 
Davy Agric. Client. (1814) 359 Substances, which in their 
use and decomposition must enrich the land. 

5. To make /rich ’ or splendid with decoration ; 
often with added notion of costliness. Also Jig. 

2601 Holland Pliny II. 456 The Gaules . . were wont to 
goe to the wars brauely set out and inriched with gold. 
2727 S w 1 vx Gulliver 1. ii. 34 The hilt and scabbard were gold 
enriched with diamonds. . 1742 Collins Eclog. iii. 3 while 
ev’ningdews enrich the gliti ring glade, a 2876 J, Ii. New- 
man Hist. Sk. I. 1. ii. 67 A lofty dome, the sides of which 
are enriched with agate. 

6 . To make ‘ richer * in quality, flavour, colour, 
etc. ; to heighten, enhance (excellences). 

1620 Quarles Div. Poems , Jonah, When heaven's bright 
favours shone upon my face, And prosper’d my affairs, in- 
rich’d my joyes. 1756 P. Browne Jamaica xx The sugar 
cane, .requires abundance of vegetable mould to inrich its 
sap. 1849 Kingsley Lett. (18781 1. 207 The green fern and 
purple heather have enriched the colouring since the spring. 
1884 W. C. Smith Kildrostan* 46 You take a wild-flower 
And plant it in a garden to enrich Its life and beauty. 

Hence Enrrch.ed ppl. a. 

*664 Evelyn Kal. Hort. (1729) 204 Temperately enrich’d 
Water, such as is impregnated with Neat and Sheeps-dung. 
2816 J. Smith Panorama Sc. $ Art I. 158 The Tudor 
flower, .forms a most beautiful enriched battlement. 

Enriclier (enrrtjw). [£ prec. + -er.] One 
who or that which enriches. 

ci6io Women Saints 30 [Helena] the builder and enricher 
of churches throughe the worlde. 2616 Surfl. & Markh. 
Country Farme 493 Because Turneps, Nauets, and Fetches 
are enrichers, and (as it were) manurings of the ground. 
1738 Wesley Hymns, Come Holy Spirit, send down those 
Beams i, Come, Thou enricher of the Poor. 2776 T. Bowden 
Farm. Direc. 20 Juicy plants, that much shade and cover 
the ground, are found to be enrichers of land. 

t Enricbesse, v. Obs. rare- 1 , [f. En-1 + 
richesse Riches.] trans. — Enrich i. 

£•1430 Pilgr. Lyf Manhode I. (1869) 47 But i haue riht 
priuely hid it, for to enrichesse with the poore folk. 

Enriching (enri-tjig), vbl sb. [f. Enrich v. 
+ -ing 1 .] The action of the verb Enrich. 

1494 Fabyan vi. cxci. 194 Lothayr spoyled the kynges 
paleys and other places, to the great enrychynge of hym 
and his hoost. 2582 Sidney Poetrie (Arb.) 29 This 
enritching of memory . . which . . we call learning. 2677 
Yarranton Engl Improv. 144 Made here of our own 
growth, to the Nations great enriching. 18x2 Cobbett in 
Exam, 19 Oct. 671/2 The enriching and pampering of those 
who render no public service. 2836 Emerson Eng. Traits, 
Relig. Wks. (Bohn) II. *01 The wise legislator . . will shun 
the enriching of priests. 

Enriching (enrrtjh]), ppl a. [f. as prec. + 
-ing 2 .] That enriches ; in the senses of the vb. 

1674 J. B[rian] Harv. Home iv. 23 Rain down from 
lieav’n enriching floods. 2674 Collins in Kigaud Corr. Sci. 
Men (1841) II. 587 Your advice and assistance will be 
obliging and enriching to the commonwealth of leaming. 
1799 J. Robertson Agric. Perth 268 Or lay enriching 
manure on the most barren ground. 2864 Pusf.y Led. 
Daniel v. 250 The enriching neighbourhood of the sea of 
Galilee to Naph tali. 

Hence Enri*clnngly adv. 

1817 J. Gilchrist Intellect. Patrimony xxx The operation 
is at first toilsome ; but it is enrichingly profitable. 1865 
R. Paul Let. in Mem, xix, U872) 322 Let the word of Christ 
dwell in you enrichingly. 

Enrichment (enri-tjment). [£ as prec. + 

-MENT.] 

1. The action or process of enriching, in various 
senses ; the condition of being enriched. 

a 2626 Bacon Holy War Wks. VII. (1859) 14 Not without 
great and ample additions, and enrichment thereof. 1632 
Markham (/zV/<?i, The Inrichment of the Weald of Ken t 2665 
Manley Grating Low C. Warres 247 To behave themselves 
valiantly, .would not onely be for their everlasting Honour, 
but Enrichment, 1724 Watts Logici. vi. § 1 A vast hindrance 
to the enrichment of our understandings. 1748ANSON Voy. 1. 
L 8 It was not principally intended for the enrichment of the 
Agents. 187s W hitney Life Lang, vii 120 Material . . which 
furnishes notable enrichment to speech. 2876 Green Short 
Hist, vii § 2. 342 The smaller gentry shared in the general 
enrichment of the landed proprietors. 

b. concr. A means of enriching ; an addition of 
wealth.; 

1649 Blithe JEng. Improv. Impr. (1653) 45 He Tthe mer- 
chant] fetches it from farre, and tis a gallant Inrichment to 
this Nation. 

2. spec. The imparting of * richness * of effect by 
decorative additions. Also concr. in sing, and in 
pi., the ornament used for enriching a building, etc. 
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EE'S AIM. 


1664 Evelyn tr. Fr cart’s Archil (R.\ Neither did they 
often fill the pedestals with relietio . . and rarely euer allow 
the corona any enrichment. 1708 New View Land. I. 101/2 
A large Column . . having Enrichments of Fruit, Leaves. 
1837 Whittock Bk. Trades (1842' 231 Filigree working is 
a kind of enrichment on gold or silver. 1864 Boutell 
Heraldry Hist. # Pop. xix. 316 The Effigy of Edward II. „ 
still retains.. its sculptured enrichments. 

fEnridged, ppl a. rare- 1 . Thrown into 
ridges, ridged : see quot. 

1605 Shaks. Lear iv. vi. 71 Qo. 1 & 2 He had a thousand 
Noses, Hornes wealk’d, and waued like the enridged [1 Fol. 
enraged] sea . 

tEnri'glit, v. Obs . Also 7 inright. [f. Ex- 1 
4 - Right jAJ tram. To put (a person) into (his) 
right ; to invest with a right or title. 

1587 Turberv. Trag. T. (1837) 58, I myselfe enrightthee 
with the conquest of thefielde. 1654 J. Spittlehouse Vind. 
Fifth Monarchy Men 7 Our principle doth not lead us forth 
to entitle our selves to such Offices; it being the Word of 
God that inrights us thereunto. 1656 S. H. Gold. Law 2 
Ail the people must perish, to inright one unrighteous man. 
Enring (enrrq), v. poet . Also 7 inring. [f. 
Ex- 1 + Rixg .$A] trans. To put within a ring. 

1 . To form a ring round ; to surround, encircle. 
lit. and fig. Also, to form into a ring. 

1389 Warner All. Eng. vi. xxxiii. (1612) 162 Inringed by 
his complices, their chearefull Leader said. 1594 Carew 
Tasso ( 1881) 63 For Tancred and Reynold brake through 
the traine, That thicke of men and armes enringde tofore. 
1613-6 W. Browne Brit. Past. 1. iii, She rais’d the youth, 
then with her armes inrings him. Ibid. 11. i, Sweet rest in- 
rings The tyred body of the s warty clowne. 1833 Mrs. 
Browning Prometh. Bd. Poems 18501. 188 The deep glooms 
enringing Tartarus ! 1839 48 Bailey Fes t us xxi. 267 Like 
the pure pearl- wreath which enrings thy brow. 

2 . To put a ring or rings on ; to adorn with a 
ring. In quots. transf 

3:590 Shaks. Mils. N. iv. i. 49 The female Iuy so Enrings 
the barky fingers of the Elme. 1825 Blackw. Mag. XVIII. 
434, I will leave, .the enringing with eternal shackles One’s 
right-hand fingers, —to whoever likes. 

Enripe : see En- prefX 2. 

Enripen (emrai-p’n), v. rare. Also 7 inripen. 
[f. En- 1 + Ripen.] trans. To make ripe ; to 
mature, lit. and fig. Hence Enrrpened///. a. 

<11631 Donne Poems (1650) 92 The summer how it in- 
ripened the yeare. 1855 Singleton Virgil I. 66 Vintager 
of your enripened bough. 

Enrive : see Ex- preff 3. 

Enrobe (enrffu-b), v . Also 7 inrobe. [f. En- 1 
4 - Robe sb. Of. OF. enroberi\ trans. To put a 
robe upon, dress in a robe. Also transf. and fig. 

2593 Nashe Christ’s T. (1613') 41 The Sun . . shall enrobe 
himselfe in scarlet. 1598 Shaks. Merry IV. iv. vi. 41 Quaint 
in greene, she shall be loose en-roab’d. 1614 Sir W. Leigh- 
ton in Farr S. P. Jas . / (1848) 265 This leprous corps of 
sinne with rags enrobe. 1738 Wesley Ps. civ. 2 With Light 
Thou dost Thyself enrobe. 1850 Chamb. Jml. XIV. 30 
The Nepaulese envoy, all sumptuously enrobed and glitter- 
ing with jewels. 1862 Neale Hymns East. Ch. 138 En- 
rob’d in earthly frame. 

Hence Enro'ber, one who enrobes. 

1598 Florio, Imiestitore, an inuestor, an installer, an 
enrober, an endower, a presentor. 

Enrolment, [f. En- 1 4 Rock + -ment.] A 
mass of large stones thrown into water at random 
to form the bases of piers, breakwaters, etc. 

1846 Worcester cites Francis. 1864 in Webster. 
t Enroll sb. Obs . rare- 1 , [f. next vb.] That 
in which anything is enrolled, a register. 

* 533-4 Apt 25 Hen. VIII, c. 21 § q One sufficient clerke 
. .shall in title in his bokes and enroll of recorde such other 
writinges. 

Enrol, enroll (enrju-l), v. Forms : 4 enrolly, 
6-7 enroule, (7 enrowle), 5- enrol(l ; also 5-8 
inrol(l, (7 inrowle). [ME. enrolly, ad. OF. en- 
roll-er, (mod.F. enrSler), f. en (see En- 1 ) 4- OF. 
rolle, roolle (mod. rdle) Roll.] 

I. To write upon a roll. 

1 . trans. To write (a name), inscribe the name 
of (a person) on a roll, list, or register ; to make 
a list of. Also f To enrol up. 

^1350 Usages Winchester in Eng. Gilds 359 Euerych 
soutere . . shal . . J>e clerke a peny for to enrolly hys name. 
1523 Skelton Garl. Laurel 938, I, iwus, Endeuoure me 
Yowr name to se It be enrolde Writtin with golde. 1572 T. 
Cartwright in Whitgift A nsw. Cartwright 91 Their Names 
written and enrouled vp. 1691 T. Hale Acc. New Invent. 
p. xc, Our Sea-men and their numbers were carefully en- 
roll’d. <*1763 Shenstone Elegies xnr. 19 Myriads, in time’s 
perennial list inroll’d. 1777 Watson Philip ///(1839) 93 
The soldiers., were emulous to have their names enrolled for 
that dangerous service. 1846 McCulloch Acc, Brit. Empire 
(1854) I. 595 Many also of the menial servants . . are enrolled 
in the official returns in other classes. 

2 . To place upon a list ; to incorporate as a 
registered or acknowledged member {in a society, 
corporate body, etc.). Also fig. 

1613 Shaks. Hen. VIII, 1. ii. 119 This man . . was enrold 
’mongst wonders, a *677 Barrow Serm. Wks. 1830 1 . 351 To 
he deemed considerable in this faculty, and enrolled among 
the wittes. *770 Langhorne Plutarch (1879) I. 27/1 When 
more were enroled in their body, [they were called] Conscript 
Fathers. 1824 W. Irving T. Tray. I. 233, I now determined 
..to enrol myself in the fraternity of authorship. *877 Mrs. 
Oliphant Makers Flor. ii. (1877) 33 They were permitted 
to enrol themselves in any guild or art. 


3 . esp. To place on the list of an army; to en- 
list, incorporate in the ranks of an army ; to levy 
(an army). Also refi. to enlist, take service. 

1576 Fleming Panop lie Ep. 77 If he. .had not . . enrolled, 
and mustered an arinie of tried souldiours. 1611 Bible 
2 Macc. x. 36 There he enrolled amongst the kings forces 
about thirtie thousand men of the lewes. 1651 Hobbes 
Leviath. n. xxi. 112 He that inrowleth himselfe a Souldier. 
1716-8 Lady M. W. Montague Lett. I. xxxi. 109 In Asia 
any man that is rich is forced to enrol himself a janisary. 
1798 Malthus Popul. 118781 173 Those who are .. tempted 
to enrol themselves as soldiers. 1876 J. H. N ewman Hist. 
Sk. 1 . 1, ii. 77 They were enrolled as guards to the Caliph. 

f 4 . To write fan agreement, deed, obligation, 
etc.) upon a roll or parchment ; to engross, give 
legal form to. Obs. 

Most of the instances may possibly belong to sense 5. 

c 1430 Lydg. Story Thebes 1141 Thaccord enrolled in 
the toune. x (^$8 Lease in Ld. Campbell Chancellors (1857) 
L xxii. 322, Mydede enrolled and subscribed with myne 
owne hande. 1531 -2 Act 23 Hen. VIII, c. 6 § 5 The saide 
person so to be assigned . . to write make and enroll suche 
obligacions. 1588 Shaks. L.L.L. i. i. 38 Which I hope 
well is not enrolled there. 1628 Coke On Litt. 309 b. By 
Deed indented and inrolled according to the Statute. 

5 . To enter among the rolls, i.e. upon the records 
of a court of justice. 

. *495 Act xx Hen. VII, c. 38 Fream., Indentures, .inrolled 
in your Courte of the Chauncery of recorde. 1592 in Vicary’s 
Anat. (1888) App. xv. 278^ Euerie Maister shall enrolle the 
Indentures of his aprentice in the comon chartres office. 
x66o Mrq. Worc. in DireksZyfc xiv. 118651 229 Having this 
Commission inrolled or assented unto by his Council. x8x8 
Cruise Digest IV. 230 Where the deed was directed to be 
enrolled in a particular court, it must be enrolled in that 
court. 1875 Stubbs Const. Hist. III. xviii. 263 By which 
time . . the really important petitions, . were enrolled. 

0 . To record, lit. and fig. ; also, to record with 
honour, celebrate. 

1530 Palsgr. 357/** I enrolle, I fyxe a thynge in my 
mynde. 1597 Daniel Civ. Wares in. xxi, Be it enrold . . 
how firm thy courage stood. 1633 G. Herbert Temple, 
Praise v ii, Small it is, in this poore sort To enroll thee. 
1641 Milton Ch. Govt. ^ n. iii. (1851) 157 It had bin long 
agoeenroul’d to be nothing els but a pure tyrannical forgery. 
*737 Pope Hor. Epist. n. i. 373 Dubb’d historians by ex- 
press command To enrol your triumphs^ o’er the seas and 
land. 1742 Young Nt. Th. vm. 48 He.. in heav’n’s register 
inrolls, The rise, and progress, of each option there. 1850 
Tennyson In Mem. xliii, So that still garden of the souls 
In many a figured leaf enrolls The total world. 

XI. To form into a roll. 

7 . a. To form into rolls or coils, b. To wrap 
up or enfold in or with ; also transf. and fig. 

1530 Palsgr. 537/x, I enrolle, I rolle up a writyng, or any 
other thing rounde. 1586 Marlowe xst Pt. Tamburl. 11. 
iii, Bullets . . Enroll’d in flames and fiery smouldering mists. 
1591 Spenser Virgil s Gnat 257 [A snake] Now more and 
more hauing himselfe enrolde. 1596 — F.Q. iv, iii. 41 Great 
heapes of them, like sheepe in narrow fold For hast did 
over-runne, in dust enrould. c 1630 Drumm. of Hawth. 
Poems Wks. 5/2 Nor snow of cheeks with Tyrian grain 
enrol’d. X659 C. Noblf. Moderate A -nsw. Immod. Queries 
2 Wherein their own welfares and concerns were inrolled 
and bound up. 169^ Addison Ovid’s Met. Wks. 1726 1 . 196 
Now in a maze of rings he lies enrowl’d. 1762 Falconer 
Ship'ivr. 11. 158 The folding reefs in plaits inroll’d they lay. 
1836 G. S. Faber A nsw. Husenbeth 17 Folds in which the 
small limbs of the Refutation itself have been, .enrolled. 
Hence Enrolled///, a. (sense 2). 

1840 G. S. Faber Regeneration 234 Her acknowledged, 
and enrolled, and accredited members. 1853 Stocqueler 
Mil. Encycl., Enrolled Pensioners, the out-pensioners of 
Chelsea Hospital, who are formed into companies for 
garrison and colonial duty. Mod. The society has a thousand 
enrolled members. 

Enro’Iler. [f. Enroll v. + -er.] One who 
enrols or registers. 

1631 May tr. Barclay’s Mirr. Mindes 11. 30 Enrollers of 
the ancient vertue, 1755 in Johnson. 1828 in Webster. 

Enrolling (enrduTiq), v bl. sb. [f. Enrol v. + 
-ING- h] The action of the verb Eneol. 

1467 Mann. «$• Househ. Exp. (1841) 402 Item, for inroll- 
ynge_ of the forseid wrytt uppon the patent of lyvelode, 
ij$. iiijZ 17x2 Arbuthnot John Bull 15 Fees for enrollings, 
exemplifications, bails, vouchers, returns, caveats, etc. 

attrib. 1840 Dickens Bam. Fudge xxxvi. How do our 
numbers stand since last enrolling-night 1 

Enrolment (enrolment), [f. Enrol v. + 
-MENT.] The action of enrolling. 

1 . The action of enrolling soldiers, citizens, etc. ; 
the process of being enrolled, 

1552 Huloet, Enrolemente or engrosement, conscript io, 
Perscriptio. 1581 Savile Tacitus’ Hist. Annot. (1591) 51 
The number of souldiers in a Legion . . at the first enrol- 
ment. 16x9 Sclater Exp. xThess. (1630)442 Enrolement in 
the number of the predestinate. 1640-4 Pari. Orders in 
Rushw. Hist. Coll. in. (1602) I. 744 Their first Inrollment 
of any such Horse and Horse-men. 1810 Wellington in 
Gurw. Disp.V. 480 The enrolment, organization and equip- 
ment of this large force. 1845 R. Hamilton Pop. Educ. iv. 
(ed. 2) 83 Many may need that education who are not of 
that religious enrolment. 1885 Act 48 Viet. c. 15 Sched. lit 
Precept. § 8 Premises .. which would qualify him for enrol- 
ment as a burgess. 

2 . The action of recording in official archives ; 
esp. the registering a deed, judgement, recognizance, 
acknowledgement, etc. in a court of record. 

*535 Act 27 Hen. VIII, c. 27 Which regester of enrolle- 
mentes, shall remaine and be safelie kepte in the said courte. 
a 1626 Bacon Max. 4 Uses Com. Law 55 This needeth no 
inrollment as a bargaine and sale doth. 1641 Termes de la 


Ley 190 Inrolment is the registrmg,- recording, or entnng 
of any act or deed in the Chancery or else- where. x8x8 
Cruise Digest IV. 131 All conveyances or incumbrances .. 
prior to the enrolment, are . . void, 1875 Stubbs Const. 
Hitt. III. xviii. 262 To view the enrolment and engrossing 
of the acts of parliament. 

b. concr. The entry or official record of a deed, 
etc. ; a record in general. 

1603 Eng. Mourn. Garment in Harl. Misc . (Malh.) II. 
506 In no inrollment such a king is found. 1607-13 Davies 
Hist. Tracts 1 r el. (J.), The king, .delivered the enrolments, 
with his own hands, to the bishop of Salisbury. 16 . . Dry - 
den’s Patent in Prose Wks. I. App. (R.), These presents, or 
the inrolment thereof, shall be. .a sufficient warrant. 

3 . Honourable celebration. 

1602 Metamorphosis Tabacco (Collier) viil, [It] merits en- 
roulement with Maeonian quill. 

Enrood, var. of Inroad v. Obs. 

Enroot (enrirt), v. Only in pa. pple. Also 

5 emrot, 9 inroot. [f. EN-i + RooT.] trans. 

1 . To fix by the root. 

1490 Canton Eneydos (1889) 17 Smalle busshes or lytyll 
trees, by humydite and _hete, depely enroted in the erthe. 
1590 Spenser F. Q. m. iii. 22 And eke enrooted deepe must 
be that Tree, Whose big embodied braunches shall not lin 
Till they to hevens hight forth stretched bee. 1836-9 Todd 
Cycl. Anat. II. 553/1 In old persons close to the entrance 
[of the ear] hairs, .are enrooted. 

b. fig. To implant deeply in the mind ; to fix 
firmly in custom or habit. 

1596 Spenser Hymn Heav. Love 24 The guilt of that in- 
fected cryme Which was enrooted in all fleshly slyme x688 
Jas. II Let. Feversham in 4th Coll Papers Pres. Juncture 
Affairs 28 Your former Principles are so enrooted in you. 
1805 Ann. Rev. III. 255 It has not the courage of the 
antient parliaments, because it is less inrooted. 

2 . To. entangle root with root. 

1597 Shaks. 2 Hen. IV, iv. i. 207 His foes are so en-rooted 
with his friends, That plucking to vnfixe an. Enemie, Hee 
doth vnfasten so, and shake a friend. 

Enrongli (enr»*f\ v. Also 7 inroiigb. [f. 
En- 1 + Rough a . ] trans. or refi. To make (the 
sea) rough. Also fig. 

x6ox Donne Poems (1650) 295 In vaine this sea shall , .en- 
rough It selfe. 1635 Valentine Foure Sea-Serm. 39 Our 
life inroughed with some tempests. 1840 Browning Sor- 
dello 257 He snuffs The aroused hurrican, ere it enroughs 
The sea. 

f Enrotrad, v. Obs. [f. En- 1 + Round sbi\ 

1 . trans. To surround, encircle. 

c 1420 Pallad. on Husb. 1. 590 And other while an hen 
wol have the pippe, A white pellet that wol the tonge en- 
rounde. x$8o Sidney etc. Ps. xlvi. Kings with siege her 
walls enround. 1599 Shaks. Hen. V, iv. Frol. 36 How dread 
an Army hath enrounded him. 1600 Tourneur Transf. Met. 
Ixii, And spies the multitude that him enround. 

2 . To * compass/ try to bring about Obs. rare— 1 . 

x6o6 Earl Northampton in True <§■ Perfect Relation 

Bbb j a, A crafty pate, enrounding violently the ruine of our 
Soueraigne. 

Ji En route (anrwt). [Fr.] On the way, in the 
course of the journey : see Route. 

Enruby, Enrum : see En -prefix 2. 

Enrut : see En- preff 1 b. 

It Ens (enz), sb. PL entia (e'njia). [LateL. ens ; a 
neuter pr. pple. formed from L. esse to be, on the 
supposed analogy of thecompds. absens,potens, etc.] 

1 . Philos, a. Something which has existence ; 
a c being’, entity, as opposed to an attribute, 
quality, etc. 

16x4 T. Adams in Spurgeon Treas. Dav. Ps. ciii. 19 Eter- 
nity is properly the duration of an uncreated Ens. 1650 
Bulwer Anthropomei. 71 An ens is such naturally, that it 
should act or suffer something. 1677 Hale Prim. Orig, 
Mankind 323 Men have needlessly multiplied Entia. 1678 
Gale Crt. Gentiles HI. 113 For it’s necessary that every 
ens or being be derived from the first Being. 

b. An entity regarded apart from any predicate 
but that of mere existence. Also, the predicable 
4 ens ’ regarded as an abstract notion. 

1581 Sidney Apol. Poet , (Arb.) 55 The quiddity of Ens. 
[1628 Milton Vacation Exerc., Ens is represented as father 
of the Predicaments.] 1791 E. Darwin Bot. Card. t. 41 Ens 
without weight, and substance without shade. 1870 Bowen 
Logic iv. 90 , 1 cannot see why ens is not thinkable. 

t 2 . = Essence. Obs. 

1649 J. E. tr. Behmen’s Ep. 9 The dark fiery soule con- 
ceiveth the Ens and Essence of the Divine light in her selfe. 
*730 Phil. Trans. XXXVI. 288 It is the very Ens, or Being 
most pure of Flame. 

tb. Alch. (See quots.) Obs. 

1662 R. Mathew Uni. A Ich. § 109. 178 Weigh its weight 
of fresh Ens well ground together. . 1683' Salmon Doron : 
Med. 1. 327 Reduce the Mercury of the Vulgar into its first 
liquid Ens. 17x5 Kersey, Ens Primum, the most effica- 
cious Part of any natural Mixt Body, Ens Veneris, sub- 
limation of equal Parts of the calcin’d Powder or Cyprus 
Vitriol, and of Sal Armoniack. 1721-1800 in Bailey ; and 
in mod. Diets. 

Ens, var. of Enes adv. Obs. once. 

+ Ensaxre, V. Obs. [f. En- 1 + Sacre.] irons. 
To consecrate tc an ecclesiastical office. 

1491 Caxton Vitas Pair, (W. de W. 1495} 1. cliil 1582/2, 

I was promoted to the dignytee of Archebysshopp ensacred 

6 receyued in the holy chyrche of Alexanarye. 

Ensad, Ensafe, -er, Ensaffron : see En- 
pref.t 2 and 1 b. 

Ensaigne, obs. variant of Ensign. 

Ensaim, var. of Enseam vd Obs. 
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Ensarnsd, ppl. a . [ad. OF, enseignie, en- 
sagnie, marked, blazoned, instructed, skilled, 
adept,] Skilled, trained, learned. 

1484 Caxton Curtail < 1888) xo- And alleway emong us 
courtyour* ensayned [printed enfayned] we folowe more 
the names of thbffyces than the droytes and ryghtes. 
En 3 aint : see En- pref? 2. 
t Ensa'lTe, V. Obs. rare~ l . [f. En -1 + Salve 
sb. or v,\ tram. To put salve upon ; to anoint. 

c 1485 Digby Myst. (1882) iv. 916, I haue bought here 
oyntmentes. .To ensalue his body, 
t E nsa*mpial, ensau'mplal, a. Obs. rare . 
[f. Ens ample + -Ab : it is uncertain which of the 
two forms was written by Pecock.] Only in phrase 
historial ensampial (ensaianpial) \ of the nature 
of a historical example. 

£‘1449 Pecock Repr. 293 Or it is historial ensampial of 
the now bifore seid Moral Conversacioun. Ibid. in. vi. 309 
No parti, .being historial ensaumplal, lettith the seid en- 
dewing. 

Easample (enscrmpT-, sb. arch. Forms: 4 
ensamp-, ensaumpel, -ul^le, -il(l)e, (insam- 
pil, -saumpill, 5 emsampalle), 4-5 ensaumple, 
-nple, ensawmp(i)l(e, -yl, 3- ensample. [Al- 
tered form of As aumpl is, a. OF. es sample : see 
Example sb. (An AF. ensample occurs in some 
editions of Britton, but Nichols reads essaitm - 
plarie.)\ Example in various senses. 

The mod. archaistic use is almost wholly due to reminis. 
Cence of the passages in which the word occurs in the New 
Testament In four of these passages it is used in sense 2, 
and is retained unaltered in the R. V. ; in the remaining 
two it has the sense 3, and has in the R. V. been replaced 
by example. 

A. An illustrative instance. 

a 1300 Cursor M. 10593 (Gott.), Be his ensampil may men 
sy, Godd wald scho grew and clamb on hij. 1393 Gower 
Con/. III. 138 Wherof ensample if thou wilt seche, Take 
hede. 14. . Pol. Rel. 4 L. Poems 98 A gode Ensampil le y 
wide telle. 1436 Pol. Poems (1859) H. 174 An emsampelle 
of deseytte. 148s Caxton Pref. Malory’s Arthur , Also 
certeyn bookes of ensaumples and doctryne. 1548 W, Patten 
Ex/. Scot, in Arb. Gamer III. 80 That if, for ensample like 
to this, I should rehearse to you out of the Old Testament, 
how the seven plentiful years, etc. 1597 Morley Inirod. 
Mus. 20 Here is an ensample, peruse it. a 1850 Rossetti 
tr. Dante's VitaNuova 1. (1874) 8x By which ensamples this 
thing shall be made manifest. 

f b, Cjuasi-^z/. == 4 for example \ Obs. 

£3391 Chaucer Astrol. n, § 45 Ensampulle as thus: the 
jere of ovre lord 1400, etc. 

2 . A precedent which may be followed or imi- 
tated ; a pattern or model of conduct. 

1297 R. Glouc, (1724't 446 And, vor ensample of hem, o^ere 
ensentede J>erto. ax 340 Hampole Psalter cxliv. 22 Bimyn 
ensaumpill all fleyss..loue him wi)?outen end. C1386 Chau* 
cer Pro/. 520 To drawen folk to heuen . . By good ensample. 
£'1440 York Myst. xxvii. 86 Here schall I sette 30U for to 
see pis 3onge childe for insaumpills seere. c 1489 Caxton 
Sonnes of Aymon xii. 295 A worthy capytayn is themyrrour 
& ensaunple to thother for to doo well. 1531 Dial, on Laws 
Eng. i. xxvi. (1638) 42 It seemeth that he doth against the 
ensample of Goa. 1556 Ckron. Gr. Friars < 18521 90 He',, 
askyd them mercy and foryefnes for his evylle insampulle. 
x6u Bible Phil. iii. 17 Marke them which walke so, as ye 
haue vs for an ensample. — 1 Thess. i. 7. 1641 J. Jackson 
True Evang. T. 1. 85, I have Esay for an ensample. 1847 
Emerson Poems, To Rhea Wks. (Bohn) 1 . 403, I make this 
maiden an ensample To Nature. 

b. Phrases: f In (f to) ensample ; to give, set 
{an) ensample ; to take ensample (f at, by, of ). 

£1250 Old Kent . Serin, in O. E. Misc. 27 per-of us yeft 
ensample po prie kinges of he]?enesse. c 1305 Edmund 
Conf. 498 in E. E. P . (1862) 8a pis holi man euere nam his 
ensample bi seint Thomas. Ibid. 522 Nym ensample of me. 
a 1300 Cursor M. 17288. 175 (Cott.) Ensaumple at him he 
toke. a 1340 Hampole Psalter xxvii. 1 Crist, .set tand him 
ensaumpile til rightwismen. 1393 Langl. P. PI. C. xvh. 
324 What sorwes he suffrede in ensample ofous alle. c 1400 
Maundev. (Roxb.) xxiv. in To giffe his men ensaumple 
and will to feight. c 1410 Love Bonaveni. Mirr. xxvii. 
(1510) H iij, He prayeth to ensaumple of us that we 
shulde oftsyth pray, c 1440 Lay Folks Mass-bk. (MS. C.), 
Grete ensaumple he settes Jjereto. 1483 Caxton G. de la 
Tour Ciij b, I pray yow that ye take ensample here at me, 
i$68 Grafton Ckron. Edw. I II, III. 284 Ye shall geve by 
this an eviil ensample. 1865 Pusey Truth Eng . Ch. 160 
The ensample which He gave us in His Holy Childhood. 

fc. In ensample\ after the model {of ) ; in 
imitation of the fact {that). Obs. 
c 1391 Chaucer Astrol. 1. § 21 In ensample that the zodiak 
in hevene is ymagened to ben a superfice con deny ng a lati- 
tude of 12 degrees. £1400 Destr. Troy 1610 In Ensample 
of this Cite ]>£» Troy]. .Rome on a Riuer dally was set. 

3 . A deterrent instance of punishment, or of the 
evil consequences of any course of conduct; a 
practical warning. Const, to, of (the person to be 
warned), also with possessive pronoun. Phrases, 
For, f in ensample. 

£1340 Cursor M. 47 (Trim) Ensaumpel herby to hem. I 
sey, pat rage in her riot al wey. 1375 Barbour Bruce 1. 
H9 Walys ensample micht have bene To 30W, had 3e It 
forow sene. 1480 Caxton Chron. Eng. cclvii. 336 They . . 
were sore punysshed in ensample of other. 1523 Ld. Ber- 
ners Froiss. I. cccl. 561 They shulde neuer haue peace with 
him, in ensample to all other townes. 1547 J. Harrison 
Exhort. S coties 232 May not the ruine ofy-‘ Grekes . .suffyee 
for your ensample ? i6ri Bible 2 Peter ii. 6 Making them 
[Sodom and Gomorrha] an ensample vnto those that after 
should line vngodly. 1858 Gen. P. Thompson A udi A It. I. 
xlviii. 189 Now these things happened for our ensamples. 


f Unsa'inple^ v. Obs. [f. prec. sb.] 

1 . trans. a. To authorize by example ; also, to 
set forth as an example. 

£1380 Wyclif Serin. Sel. Wks. I. 10 Dedis ben nou3tis 
J?at ben not ensaumplid and wrou3t by \>is fadir. 1393 
Gower Conf. I. 1 Some matere Ensampled of the old wise, 
b. To give an example or instance of. 
c 1380 Wyclif Scl. Wks. III. 512 3 ifpes newe reulesweren 
[etc J . . [he] shulde have taught hem bo]>e and ensaumpled, 
hope in his lif and spekinge. 1393 Gower Conf II. 148 In 
what maner it is grevous, Right fain I wolde ensample here, 
c 1449 Pecock Repr. hi. vi. 31 1 Crist ensamplid thilk greet 
pouerte. 3589 Spenser F. Q. Pref., Homere. .hath ensam- 
pled a good governour an 1 a vertuous man. a 1599 — in 
Farr S. P , Eliz. (1845) 1 . 16 He .. Ensampled it by this most 
righteous deede. 

2 . To give an example to; to instruct by ex- 
ample. Also, to model (something, oneself) by, 
upon. 

c 1380 Wycuf Sel. inks. III. 360 For Cristis lyf was ]>e 
beste, )>at shulde ensaumple alle obir. 1393 Gower Conf. 
HI. 241 Wherof all other. .Ensampled hem upon the dede. 
1654 Gayton Pleas. Notes n. iv. 47 Gf him that had the view 
of the Temple (for I cannot ensample you in all) take this 
small account. Ibid. in. iv. 86 But if ever he had a true 
one (i'c. sword], it must be made and ensampled by that 
of Chinons of England. 

b. intr. To give an example (to). 

£ 1449 Pecock Repr. n. v. 168 Forto ensaumple to othere 
men. Ibid. 314 For jstrengthe of her ensaumpling .. tho 
circumstauncis for which thei so ensampliden, 
Ensampler (ensa*mpbj). Forms: 4 en- 
samplaire, 4-5 ensaumpler. [ad. OFr. essam- 
plaii'e L. exemplarium, f. exemplum Example. 
Cf. Exemplar jA] 

a. A copy, pattern, b. A 1 copy ’ of a book. 

£ 1374 Chaucer Boeth. in. ix. 87 pou drawest alle binges 
of pi souereyne ensampler. 1388 Wyclif Joshua Prol., 
Men of my language, the whiche oure ensaumpleris deliten. 
c 1449 Pecock Repr. in, xix. 412 Thei ou3ten be ensaumplers 
of moral vertues. 

t Ensa’mpliug, vbL sb. Obs. [f. Ensample v. 
+ -ing k] The action of the vb. Ensample. 
c 1449 Pecock R epr. ni vi. 309 If eny ensaumpling schulde 
lette the seid endewing, it schulde be the ensaumpling of 
Crist. 1598 F lorio, Rasempiutum, an ensampling. 

Ensand, Ensandal : see En- pref . 1 1 b. 
Ensanguine (ensse*ggwin), v. [f. En -1 + L. 
sanguin-em blood. Cf. It. insanguinare.~\ trans. 
To stain with blood- 

1667 [see next], 1797 Monthly Rev. XXIII. 509 In tyran- 
nizing over, desolating, ensanguining, and dishonouring 
France. 1878 Spurgeon Treas. Dav.. Ps. cv. 29 The beloved 
Nile and other streams were all equally tainted and en- 
sanguined. 

Ensanguined (ensse qgwind),///. a. [f. En- 
sanguine zl + -ed 1.] 

1 . Blood-stained, bloody. 

3667 Milton P. L. xi. 654 Now scat terd lies With Car- 
casses and Arms th' ensanguind Field. 3726 Thomson 
Winter 828 He lays them [the deer] quivering on the en- 
sanguined snows. 1803 Ann. Reg. 706 The ferocity of 
an ensanguined rabble. 1816 Byron Parisina xvii, The 
dust, which each deep vein Slaked with its ensanguined 
rain. 1851 Mayne Reid Scalp Hunt . xxix. 216 His eye 
was caught by the ensanguined object upon the rock. 

b. fig- 

3806 Naval Mag. XY. 243 The ensanguined fury with 
which it was fought. 1829 K. Digby Broadst. Hon. I. 
Godefridus 128 The most ensanguined pages of profane 
history. 1886 Pall Mall G. 18 June 10/2 The turbulent 
and ensanguined history of Ireland. 

2 . transf. Dyed or stained blood-colour ; crimson. 

1784 Cowper Task iv. 217 Ensanguin'd hearts, clubs 

typical of strife. 1832 H. & J. Smith Ref. Addr., Drury’s 
Dirge ix, Jealousy's ensanguin’d chalice, Mantling pours 
the orient wave. _ a 1845 Barham Ingot. Leg., Metem- 
psychosis 132 Liquid of the same ensanguined hue. 

Ensate (ems^t), a. Hot. [ad. mod.L. ensdtus , 
f. L. ensis sword : see -ate.] Sword-shaped. 

2830 Lindley Nat. Syst. Bot. 277 The ensate or grassy 
ones [leaves] of Asphodelese. 

Ensaumpel, -ul.le, etc., var. of Ensample. 
fEnsay, v. Obs. rare— 1 , [prob. ad. Sp. en - 
sayar; cf. OF. ensayeri] = Assay v. 4. 

1740 tr. Barbas’ Metals , Mines, 4 Min. 103 The people 
. .brought me some of the Oar to ensay it. 

Ensayme, var. of Enseam vP Obs. 
f Ensca*le, V. Obs. rare- 1 . [? f. En- prefP + 
Scale (in music).] trans. ? To attune. 

1638-48 G. Daniel Eclog. v. 1x5 When the flood Of devine 
fury, might enseal e our Ears T’ astonishment. 

Enseance, obs. var. Ensconce. 

Enscarf : see En- pref?- 1 b. 
t Ensche dule, V. Obs. rare- 1 , [f, En -1 + 
Schedule fA] trans. To insert in a schedule ; 
to write down on a list ; to schedule. 

1599 Shaks. Hen. V, v. ii. 73 Whose Tenures and par- 
ticular effects You haue enschedul’d briefely in your hands. 

Enscherycliing : see Encherish. 

+ Ensclaumdre, v. Obs. rare- 1 . [Corrupt var. 
of Escl anbre.] trans. To bring scandal upon. 

2389 in Eng. Gilds (1870) 4 Eny riotour, o’>er contekour, 
o u er such by whom fraternite myght be ensclaundred. 

Ensconce (ensk^-ns), v. Forms: 6 enseance, 
7 ensconse, 6-7 inskonee, -se, 6-8 insconce, 
-se, 6- ensconce, [f. En -1 + Sconce sb., small for- 


tification, earthwork, prob. ad. OF. esconse hiding- 
place, place of shelter, whence esconser to hide, 
shelter, which may be the source of some of the 
uses of this verb. Cf. Sconce v. 

The form enseance in Barret suggests derivation from Du. 
skans ~ Sconce.] 

f 1 . trans. To furnish with ‘ sconces ’ or earth- 
works ; to fortify. Also absol. Obs. 

1590 Sir J. Smythe Disc. Weapons 12 b, A vaine opinion of 
insconsing of Sconces in the drie grounds of England. 1611 
Florio, Bastionare , to ensconce, to blocke. 2732 Carte 
Hist. Eng . III. 674 To insconce; the bridges, to stop the 
fords. 2867 Smyth Sailor’s Word-bk., Ensconce, to in- 
trench; to protect by a slight fortification. 

absol. 2598 Barret Theor. Warres n. i. 16 He is to 
enseance and fortifle as commodity and the place will 
permit. 

f 2 . To shelter within or behind a fortification ; 
also transf andy^*- Obs. 

3590 Shaks. Com. Err. n. ii. 38, I must get a sconce for 
my head, and Insconce it to. 1593 — Liter. 1515 He enter- 
tain’d a show, so seeming iust, AncV therein so ensconc’t his 
secret euill, that, etc. a 1628 Denison Heav . Banq. (1631) 80 
The Israelites were insconsed with strong bulwarkes, 2663 
Butler Hud. 1. iii. 1349 A Fort of Error, to ensconce Ab- 
surdity and Ignorance. 1686 W. de Britainf. Hum. Prud. 
Convers. 21 'I'is my Complacency that Vest to have, T’ 
insconce my Person from Frigidity, a 1734 North Exam. 
iii. viii. P 79 '1740) 644 His Person . . is insconsed. 
fb . reft. Also fig. Obs. 

1390 Sir J. Smyth Disc. Weapons 13 Wet grounds where 
they may ensconce themselves with small cost within little 
Hands. 2624 Capt. Smith Virginia 1. 6 Inskonsing my 
seife euery two dayes, where I would leaue Garrisons for 
my retreat. 1678 Butler Hud, iii. i. m3 He . . Insconc’d 
himself as formidable As could be underneath a Table, 

Jig. c 1600 Shaks. Sonn. xlix, Against that time do I in- 
sconce me here Within the knowledge of mine owne desart. 
2627 Speed Englaiui, etc., Wales xiv. §3 The Country hath 
not naturall prouision to ensconce her seife against the 
extremitie of winds and weather, 
f e. intr. for ref. 

1600 Capt. Smith in Hakluyt Key. III. 257 , 1 would haue 
holden this course of insconsing euery two dayes march. 
1663 Butler Hud. 1. iii. 416 The Fort where he ensconc'd. 
1721 D’Urfey New Operas 250 E’er I could Ensconce, 
comes up this Devil agen. 

8. trans. To establish in a place or position for 
the purpose a. of concealment ; b. of security, 
comiort, ‘ snngness etc. Chiefly refi. 

a. 2598 Shaks. Merry IV. 111. iii. 97, I will ensconce mee 
behinde the Arras. 1826 Scott Woodst . viii, He must dis- 
cover where this Stewart hath ensconced himself. 1841 
Catlin N. Amen Ind. (1844) I. xxi. 155, I have been 
closely ensconced in an earth-covered wig- warn. 2849 Miss 
Mulock f. Halifax (ed. 27) 329, [I] ensconced myself be- 
hind the sheltering bank blinds. 1877 Clery Min. Tact. 
xii. 147 Bodies of French skirmishers ensconced themselves 
in the undulations of the ground. 

b. 2820 W. Irving Sketch Bk. II. 126 The parson, who 
, was deeply ensconced in a high-backed oaken chair. 2840 
Dickens Old C. Shop xviii, Ensconcing themselves, in the 
warm chimney-corner. 2847 Ld. Lindsay Chr. Art. I. 321 
A vine, emblematical of the church, .the four doctors of the 
Latin church ensconced among its branches. 1862 Lytton 
Sir. Story II. 73 His guest had ensconced himself in 
Formau’s old study. 

Hence Ensco'ncing vhl. sb. 

1590 Sir J. Smyth Disc. Weapons 13 Their ensconcings in 
the drie grounds upon the Havens of England, are to small 
purpose, a 1652 Brome Mad Couple 11. 1. Wks. 1873 1 * 3 1 . 
I need no more insconsing now in Ram-alley. 

Enscore, Ensereen, Enscroll : see En- 
pref? 3, I b, 2. 

Enseulpture : see Insculpture. 

Enseal (ensrf), v. arch. Forms: 4-5 en- 
sele, (5 enceyl), 6-7 enseal(l')e, 5- enseal. Also 
5-7 inseal. [a. OFr. enseel-er, enceel-er, enseal-er, 
f. en- (see En- !) + seel (mod. sceau ) Seal.] 

1 . trans. To affix a seal to (a document) ; to 
attest or confirm by sealing. 

c 2330 R. Brunne Ckron. ( 2810) 258 Bo)?e to hold couenanz 
with scrite enselid f> e dede. 1377 Langl. P. PI. B. 11. 212 
In J>e date of J?e deuel }>is dede I assele [v.r. ensele]. 1443 
Test. Ebor. (1853) II. 134 A speciall wille enceylyd with the 
seale of myn armes. 1466 in Paston Lett, No. 554. II. 284 
Divers old deeds, some without date, insealed under auten- 
ticke scales. 1574 tr. Littleton's Tenures 107 b, The heire 
of the disseysour that ensealeth the deede. a 1709 Atkyns 
Pari. $ Pol. Tracts (1734) 175 The Statutes, .require Inden- 
tures ensealed by the Electors to be tack’d to the Writ. ^ 
fig. a 1500 Chancer s Dreme 1016 For every thing he said 
there, Seemed as it insealed were. 1581 J. Bell Haddon's 
Answ. Osor. 444 That one onely Sacrifice, which Christ .. 
did enseale, and Ratify with his owne precious body. 

b. To put a seal or stamp upon (a measure or 
weight) in token of its being up to the standard. 

1467 in Eng. Gilds (1870) 383 That it be made after the 
wyght ensealed accordynge to the kynges standard. £*620 
in Crutch Coll. Cur. II. 15 That every Vintner have their 
pots arid their measures sized and insealed after the standard 
of the University. 

2 . To close with a seal, seal up. 

£2x340 Hampole Psalter Prol., pis boke is cald garthen 
closed wel enseled. 2463 Paston Lett. No. 502. II. 187 A 
box enselyd with hys owyn seall. 1613 Sir H. Finch Law 
(1636) 22 A boxe insealed with charters. 1724 Scroggs 
Courts-leet (ed. 31 no A Box ensealed with writings. 1886 
Burton Arab. Nts. (abridged) I. 78 A well-shut house With 
keyless locks and doors ensealed. 

Jlg.fc 1374 Chaucer Troylus y. 151 But this enseled [v.r* 
ensealed] til an other day. 
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Ensealing, vbl sb. [f. Enseal v . + -ing L] 
The action of the verb Enseal, lit . and Jig, 
z$rt~z Act 2$ Hen. VIII, c. 6 § 8 At the tyme'of ensealynge 
of the proces for execucion. 1561 Daus tr. Bullinger on 
Apoc, \i. 573) too He himselfe geeveth them faith and his 
spirite, which is the insealyng of their mynds. 1755 Magens 
Insurances II. 386 At the Ensealing and Delivery hereof. 

t Ensealing*, ppl. a . Obs. [f. Enseal v. + 
-ing-.] That enseals or confirms. 

1563 Man Mmculus’ Commonpl. 278 b, They [Sacraments] 
doe confirme us, not as the very ensealing spirite himselfe 
doth, but as ensealing signes. 

+ Ensealment. Obs. [f. Enseal v , + -ment.] 
The action of ensealing; that which enseals or 
confirms ; a confirmation. 

1581 Marbeck Bk. of Notes 92 Our Baptime is a certaine 
..ensealement and Sacramen t of our attonement with God, 

t Ensea'm, sb. Obs. ft In 5 ensayme. [? f. 
next vb.J That which is enseamed or cleansed 
away ; superfluous fat ; scourings. 
i486 Bk. St. Albans B j a, Ensayme ofan hawke isthegrece. 

t Enseam, v 1 Obs. Forms: 5 enceym, 5-7 
ensayme, -seame, (7 ensaim, -sayn), 6- en- 
seam ; also 7-8 inseame. [ad. OF. *ensaime-r 
(cf. ensemer in Cotgr. \ altered form of essaimer 
(mod. esseimer, essimer ), f. es-, L. ex- + OF. 

( *saim ), sain grease (mod. sain- doux lard) med. 
L. saglmen stuffing. Cf. Seam sb. grease, lard.] 

1. trans. To cleanse (a hawk, later also a horse) 
of superfluous fat. 

£1450 Bk. Hawkyng in Rel. Ant. I. 308 Withdrawe his 
mete in the mewe sevennyghe and wasch it eche tyme, and 
sumtyme with yinegre til he be enceymyd. i486 Bk. St. 
Albans Bj a, It is tyme for to fede hir with wash mete and 
to begynne to ensayme hire, a 1528 Skelton Ware Hawke 
78 She was not clene ensaymed. 1575 Turberv. Falconrie 
in Edht. Rev. (1872) Oct. 356 How you shall enseame a 
hawke, or give her castings and scourings. 1598 Florio, 
Alenare, to enseame a horse. 1611 Cotgr., Ensemer, to 
inseam; unfatten. 1614 Markham Cheap Hush . (1623) 55 
Till you have enseamed him [your hunting horse], hardned 
his flesh, taken away his inward grease. 1639 T. de Grey 
Compl. Horsem. 340 If you bee in the way of ensayning 
our horse. 1774 Goldsm. Nat. Hist. III. 69 Twenty days 
efore we enseam a falcon. 

H b. (See quot, : perh. only a misapprehension.) 
1611 Cotgr., Ajfener, to feed or inseame with hay; to 
stall-feed. 

2. intr. for rejl. of the hawk : To become clear 
of superfluous fat, etc. 

1486 Bk. St. A Ibans B iij a. As she ensaymeth hir fete will 
wax yolow and smothe, 1615 Latham Falconry 1 1633) 62 
Reasonable time . . that she may inseame inwardly, and 
outwardly together. 

Hence Ensea-naing vbl. sb. 

C1575 Perfect Bk. Sparhawkes (1886) 15 Ensayming is t.o 
take her gresynes and foulnes awaye. 1615 Latham Fal- 
conry (16331 45 No one > of the other sort of hawks is in a 
quarter of that danger in their inseaming that she is in. 

t Enseam, vP Obs. [ad. Fr. enseimer (now 
ensimer ); OFr. ensaim er, f. en- (see En- 1 ) + 
OF. *saim , sain : see Enseam vJ] trans. To 
load with grease. Hence Ensea*med ppl. a. Jig. 

The Fr. word is now used only in sense * to grease (cloth]’, 
whence perh. the fig. use in Shaks. 

1562 Leigh Armorie C1597) 57 Hee is not enseamed with 
much fatnesse, but is all of muscles and senues. 1602 Shaks. 
Ham. in. iv. 92 In the ranke sweat of an enseamed bed. 
Enseam (ensrm), v.% Also 7-8 inseam. [f. 
En- 1 + Seam sb. and v.J 
fl. trans. To sew or stitch up in. Obs. 

1605 Camden Rem. (1636) 35 A jewel .. which one stale 
away and enseamed it in his thigh. Ibid. ( 1657] 66 Jupiter 
halted when Bacchus was enseamed in his thigh. 

2 . To mark as with a seam. Cf. Seam v. 

1611 Beaum. St Fl. 4 Plays in One, Triumph of Death vi, 
Take him dead-drunk now, without repentance, His lechery 
inseam’d upon him. 1725 Pope Odyss. xix. 544 Deep o’er 
his knee inseam’d, remain’d the scar. 1856 T. Axrd Poet. 
Wks. 79 Gray men enseamed with many a scar. 

+ Ensea’m. vA Obs. rare. [Of obscure etymo- 
logy : cf. ME. in same , inseme together ; also ON. 
semja to put together.] trans. ? To bring together, 
a. To include or contain together, b. To intro- 
duce to company. 

; iss>6 Spenser F. Q. iv. xi. 35 And bounteous Trent, that 
in him selfe enseames Both thirty sorts of fish, and thirty 
sundry streames. 1607 Chapman Bussy D'Ambois Plays 
1873 II. 16 Beaupres, come I’le enseame thee : Ladies . . I 
haue heere a friend that I would gladlie enter in your 
Graces. 

+ Ensear, v. Obs. [f. En - 1 + sear , Sere ai] 
trans. To dry up. 

1607 Shaks. Timon iv. iii. 187 Enseare thy Fertile and Con- 
ceptions wombe. 

+ Ensearch, sb. Obs. [ad. OF. encerche , f. 
encerchier : see next vb.] The action of the vb. 
Ensearch; search. 

a 1509 Instr. Hen. VII to Ambass. in Brit. Mag. II. 403 
The kings, .servants, .shall make inquisician, and enserche. 
*5*9 More Heresyes 11. Wks. 191/2 The churche by dily- 

f ent enserche, fyndeth the life of a man holy, 1530 Palsgr. 
ntrod, 3 After enquery and ensertche made, for them, dyvers 
came unto my handes. 1603 Verstegan Dec. Intell. i. (1628) 
11 Such insearch and enquirie as he moist diligently made. 

Ensearch ( ensoYt J) , v. Obs. exc. arch. Forms : 

4-5 encerche, 4-6 enserch(e, -searche, (6 


ensertche), 6- ensearch. Also 6 insereh(e, 
-search(e. [ME. encerche\n , enserchein, ad. OF. 
encerchier , enserchier , f. en (see En- l) + cerchier 
(Fr, chercher) to Search.] 

1. trans. To look carefully through (a country, 
place, book or document); to examine, pry into, 
scrutinize, search. Also Jg. 

1382 Wyclif Gen, xxxi. 37 Thou . . hast enserchid alle my 
necessaryes of hows, c 1400 Maundev. xxxi. (1839) 314 For 
to encerche tho Contrees. c 1449 Pecock Repr. 1. xiii. 71 
It is no nede me forto. .encerche the writingis of Doctouns. 
1531 Elyot Gov. 11. ix. (1883) II. no He folowing with his 
swerde redy drawen wolde therwith enserche the bedde, 
cofers, and all other places of his chambre. 1563-87 Foxe 
A. <$• M.{ 1596)965/2 Studiously to ensearch and peruse the 
places of holy Scripture. 1577 Stanyhurst Descr. Irel. in 
Holinshed V I , Ep. Ded., If it shall stand with your honor 
his pleasure, .at vacant houres to insearch it, you shall find 
therein etc. 1855 Singleton Virgil I. 124 But to ensearch 
the cursed cold [soil] is hard. 

fig. c 1430 Hymns Virg, (1867) Xl 7 Graunte we may 
pure silf to enserche & se. 1537 Inst. Chr. Man M vj b, But 
if he diligently enserche his own harte. 1549 Chaloner 
tr. Erasm. Morise Enc. B iij b, An ungodly curiositee to en- 
searche the secrets of Nature. 1566 Drant Wail. Hierim. 

K vj b. Let us insearche and trye our selves, and tume to 
God againe. 1627-77 Feltham Resolves 1. xvii. 29 If we 
giue repulses, we are presently . . insearched for the cause. 

2 . To seek for (a person or thing) ; to inquire 
after. Also with out. 

1382 Wyclif Zeph. i. 6 Whiche souijten . . not the Lord 
nether enserchiden hym. 1436 Pol Poems (1859' lb 2 °3 
Pease men shulde enserche with besinesse. 1530 Palsgr. 
Introd. 3, 1 dyd my effectuall devoire to ensertche out suche 
bokes. 1538 Starkey England 1. ii. 39 We must now seke j 
out and enserch the veray true commyn wele. 

3 . To search into facts, errors, etc.); to inquire | 
into, investigate. Also with obj. sentence : To 
inquire. 

c 1400 Prymcr in Eng. in Maskell Mon. Rit. II. 130 That 
thou enquere my wickidnesse and enserche my synne. 1530 
Tindale Answ. More iv. iii. Wks. III. 171 Then we will 
ensearch whether it may be a sacrament or no. 1541 Elyot 
Image Gou. 61 Than wolde he diligently ensearche, of what 
perfection their woorkes were. 1577 Stanyhurst Descr. 
Irel. in Holinshed VI. 35 Cambrensis insearcheth diverse 
philosophical! reasons in finding out the cause. 1581 W. 
Stafford Exam. Compl. 1.(1876) 30 Would ensearch the 
default, and then certifie the good man of the house thereof. 

4 . intr. To make search ; to inquire. 

1382 Wyclif Deut. xix. 18 Whanne moost bisily enseerch- 
ynge thei fynden, etc. c 1450 Bk. Curtasye 232 in Babees 
Bk. <1868) 306 Enserche no fyr pen falles to the. 1481 
Caxton Myrr. hi. x. 152 Tholomeus . . was he .. that 
most enserched of the sterres. 1494 Fabyan vi. clxxxv. 184 
Enserchynge thorugh his landes for suche a knyght. 1533-4 
Act 25 Hen. VIII, c. 9 § 6 To enserch or make any in- 
uerie thereof. 1587 M. Grove Pelops % Hipp. (1878) 15, 
wil that ye ensearch foorthwith, and it reueale to me. 

t Ensea*rcher. Obs. Forms: 4 enserchere, 
5-6 enserchour, 6 ensereher, insearcher. [f. 
Ensearch v. + -er : in ME. a. OF .encerchere, - eorI\ 
One who searches, pries, or inquires into. 

1382 Wyclif Ecclus. x iv. 22 Who thenketh out the weies 
ofnymin his herte . . goende aftir it as enserchere. c 1440 
Gesta Rom. xvi. 55 (Add. MS.) The first of you is a stronge 
werriour, The second best counseiloure, and the thirde the 
sotelest enserchour. a 1535 More Wks. 3 A desirous en- 
serchour of the secretes of nature. 1577 87 Holinshed 
Chroti. 1. 9/1 Cambrensis. .was a curious insearcber therof. 

t Ensea rching, vbl. sb. Obs. [f. EInskarch 
v. + -ING 1 .] The action of the verb Ensearch; 
the action of looking for, or inquiring into. 

c 1430 tr. T. a Kempis ’ Imit. \. iii, What auaili}? grete 
enserching of hidde & derke hinges? 1531 2 Act 23 Hen. 
VIII, c. 8 § 1 The inserchinge, finding and wasshinge of 
the saide tinne. 1605 Verstegan Dec . Intell i. (1628) 11 
Tacitus a man curious in the insearching, .for the originall 
of the Germans. 

Enseat : see En- pref 1 1 a. 
t Enseel (ensrl), v. Obs. rare - 1 . In 5 ensile, 
[f. En- 1 + Seel 2/.] trans. To stitch up the eye- 
lids of (a hawkL 

1486 Bk. St. A Ibans A ij b, H e most take with hym needell 
and threde to ensile the hawkes that ben takien. 1678- 
1706 in Phillips. 1721-80 in Bailey ; and in mod. Diets. 
Enseem: see En - pref A 3. 
t Ense er , sb. Obs. Also 5 inseer. [f. En- 1 
+ Seer.] One who sees or looks into (anything). 
c 1400 Test. Love m. (1560' 293/1 This leude book, .by a 
good inseer may be understande. 1535 Joyf. Apol. Tindale 
20 God . . is onely the enseer and sercher of herte and mynde. 

Ensege, -segge, var. of Ensiege. 

Enseigne, -eyne, -eygne, obs. ff. Ensign. 
Enseignment, var, of Ensignment. 
f Ensei’se, V, Obs. rare - K [ad. OF. enseisir, 
ensaisir, f. en- (see En- 1 ) + saisir to Seise.] trans. 
To put (a person') in possession. 

c 1420 Aniurs of Arth. xxiii. That segge schalle ensese 
him atte a session. 

Ensemble (ansanb’L, adv. and sb. Also 5 in- 
s amble, [a. Fr. ensemble late L. insimul, f. in 
in + simul at the same time.] 

f A. adv. Together, at the same time. Obs. 
c 1440 Anc. Cookery in Housek. Ord. (1790) 457 And 
when hit is boylet ensemble in the settynge doune, put 
therto a lytel vynegur. 1494 Fabyan vii. 482 The .ii. car- 
dynallys ensemble sped theim vnto Parys. Ibid. vn. 574Vpon 
the .vii. daye in lyke wyse played insamble an Henauder, 


and one John Standysshe, esquyer. a 1528 Skelton SK 
Parrot 417 For ffrantiknes and wylfulnes and braynles en- 
sembyll, The nebbis of a lyon they make to trete and 
trembyll. 

11 B. sb. (Only as Fr.) 

1 . All the parts of anything taken together so 
that each part is considered only in relation to the 
whole ; the general effect (of a person’s appear- 
ance, a whole work of art, etc.). Also Tout en- 
semble (t«tansanbl) [Fr. tout all] in same sense. 

1703 Tate Portrait-Roy. H. M. Picture Notes 22 There 
must be, what Painters call, an agreement of the Tout En- 
semble. 1750 Chesterf. Lett. (1792)111. 70 All these trifling 
things . . collectively form that pleasing je tie spats quoi, that 
ensemble which they are utter strangers to. 1782 Pownall 
Antic/, 81 The ensemble of the piece will be hid from us 
and unintelligible. 1823 Byron Juan xiv. xl, The ‘tout 
ensemble’ of his movements wore a Grace. 1833 Ht* 
Marti neau Briery Cr. v. ic8 One might almost call his 
ensemble slovenly to-day. 1855 H. Spencer Prim. Psychol. 
(1872) II. vi. ix. 126 The proportions of its body and limbs 
in their ensemble and details, are nearly the same. 1879 
Beerbohm Patagonia iii. 37 A shaggy beard and moustache 
completed the toutensemble of his really striking face. 

2 . Mil. 

1853 Stocqueler MU' Encycl, Ensemble, together ; the 
exact execution of the same movements, performed in the 
same manner, and by the same motions, 
t Euse'mble, Obs. [a. OF. ensejnble-r in 
same sense. Cf. Assemble.] trans. To bring 
together, assemble ; also reft, and intr. for reft. 

a 1300 Leg. St. Gregory 982 ]?e cardinals al togider come, 
Ensembled )?ai were alle {>0. c 1380 Sir Ferumb. 5467 pay 
ensemblede fianne to-gadre anon. 1491 Caxton Vitas Patr, 
(1495) n By very charite were they [the hermits] ensembled, 
alied and unyed. 1533 More Apol xlvii. Wks. 920/2 
Openly by day they ensembled themselfe together to the 
noumber of an hundred. 

t Ense*mfoly. Obs. rare - \ In 5 ensemble, 
[a. OF. ensemblee , f. ensembler : see prec.] ~ As- 
sembly. 

c 1480 Kyng Sf Hermit 21 in Hazl. E. P. P. (1864) 13 With 
ryall fests and feyr ensemble, With all y e lordys of that 
contre : With hym thergan thei dwell, 
t En-Se mplary. Obs. Also 4 ensamplarie. 
[app. a doublet of Ensampler; Gower’s use sug- 
gests that he regarded it as f. Ensample + -ery.] 
Examples collectively ; example in the abstract. 

1393 Gower Conf. II. 292 A tale . . Which is of olde en- 
samplarie. Ibid. III. 48 LHistory] is of great ensemplary 
Agein the vice of sorcery. 

Ensence, -ense, obs. forms of Incense. 
Ensense, obs. form of In sense v . 3 to instruct, 
t Ensent, sb. Obs. rare- 1 , [f. next] Assent. 
2297 R. Glouc. (1724) 317 ]> ora ensent of hyr tueye sones. 
t Ens@*nt, v. Obs. In 3-4 encent, -senti. 
[var. of Assent.] intr. To assent or consents. 

c 1290 Lives Saints (1887) 280 ]?e pope makede him daun- 
cherous : and nolde ensenti }>er-to. 1297 R. Glouc. (1724) 
271 J>e kyng koru ys conseyl encented wel her to. c 1305 
Edmund Conf. 81 m E, E. P. (1862) 73 He ne dude neuere 
lecherie : ne neuere ensentede )>erto. 

Ensenae, -3he, -ye, -yhe, obs. ff. Enstgn. 
Ensepnlclire (ense-p^lkoj), v. [f. En - 1 + 
Sepulchre.] trans. To put into a sepulchre; to 
entomb. Also transf. 

2820 Milman Fall Jerusalem (1821) 160 The vast common 
doom ensepulchres the world. 1827P0LLOK Course T. vn, 
Cities .. ensepulchred beneath the flood, 2842 Morn in 
Blackztr. Mag. L. 390 The oblivious gulf, whose mazy gloom 
Ensepulchres so many things. 2885 Tennyson Balin 
Poems 246 Let the wolves’ black maws ensepulchre Their 
brother beast, 

Enseraph : see En- pref. 1 2. 

Enserch, obs. form of Ensearch. 

+ Ense-rchise. Obs. [as if a. OF. *encerchise, 
f. encerchier to Ensearch.] A search, inquiry. 

2436 Pol. Poems (1859) II* *95 Thus was he wonte. .One 
suche enserchise busily to abyde. 

t Ense-red, ppl. a. Obs. rare— 1 , [f. En-T+ 
Sere + -ed 1 ] Furnished with 'seres’ (defined in 
Bk. St. Albans as ‘ the skin on the legs ’). 

i486 Bk. St. Albans A vij a. This hawke has. .a faire en- 
seryd legge. 

Enserf : see En- pref 1 2. 

Ensew(e, obs. forms of Ensue. 

Enshade (enj^'d), v. [f. En- 1 + Shade xA] 
trans. To envelop in shade. 

28. . Hall Caine After Sunset in Sharp Sonnets this Cent. 
(1886) 38 While we he Enshaded, lulled, beneath heaven’s 
breezeless sky. 

Enshadow, Enshawl: see En- pref 1 1 a. 
Ensheath(e (en/f*)), -?5), v. Also 7 insheath, 
[f. En- 1 + Sheath sb., Sheathe zl] trans. To 
enclose in, or as in, a sheath. 

1593 Nashe Christ's T. (1613) 50 My throat, .hath quite 
swallow’d vp and # ensheath’d my tongue. 2737 Ozell 
Rabelais iii. xxxiii. III. 39 The velvet scabbard that in- 
sheatheth it % 1835-6 Todd Cycl. Anat. I. 8/2 By the triple 
partition of its tendon, it ensheaths the lumbar muscles. 
2860 Ld. Lytton Lucile 11 vi. § 9 In the young heart .. 
A love large as life, deep and changeless as death, Lay en- 
sheathed. 

Hence Enshea*thing ppl. a. 

2877 Kinglake Crimea YI. vi. 317 The ensheathing 
columns were roughly handled. 

Enshell, Enshelter: see En- pref 1 1 a. 


EN/3HIEI.D. 


EJKTSIG-HMEE’T. 


t E*BSllieM, a. Obs. rare-* 1 . [Usually taken 
as = enshielded, pa. pple. of next, which suits the 
apparent sense; but the accent is peculiar. Perh. 
f. En- 1 + Shield j£.] ? Shielded, concealed. 

1603 Shaks. Meets, for M. n. iv. 80 These blacke Masques 
Proclaime an en-shield beauty. 

Enshield (enjrld), v. rare, [f. En- 1 + Shield 
v.] trans. To guard or screen as with a shield. 

1855 Singleton Virgil 1 . 293 This altar will Enshield us 
all. 1859 Miss Mulqck Romani. T. 301 The frail, trem- 
bling child stood still enshielded by Olofs arms. 
Enshore, obs. form of Inshobe. 

Enshrine (enjrarn), v. Also 6-8 inshrine, 
(6 enshryne, 7 inserme), [f. En- 1 + Shrine.] 

1, trans. To enclose (a sacred relic, the image 
of a deity or saint) in a shrine ; to place (a revered 
or precious object) in an appropriate receptacle. 

1586 Warner AIL Eng. h. xiii. (1612) 60 Philoctes . . His 
ashes did conuayTo Italy, inshrined in his Temple thereto 
stay. 1623 Massinger Dk. Milan 11. i, Though but a ducat, 
We will enshrine it as a holy relic. 1667 Milton D. D. *• 7*9 
To inshrine Belus or Serapis tlfir Gods, a 1744 Pore Wife 
of Bath 249 [The tomb] where enshrin’d the great Darius 
lay, 1820 W. Irving Sketch-hk. I. 267 The remains of those 
saints and monarchs which He enshrined in the adjoining 
chapels. 1826 Kirby. & Sp . EntomoL xlvii. (1828; IV. 413 
The snake-devouring ibis these inshrine. 
fg. % 159/ Shaks. i Hen. VI, m. ii. 119 Burgonte Inshrines 
thee in his heart. 1661 Morgan Spk. Gentry 1. vii. 98 Next 
to his bosom in whom she [Eve] was inscrined. 1671 
Milton P. R. iv. 598 True image of the Father, .enshrined 
In fleshly tabernacle, a 1743 Savage Verses to Knight (R, > 
In whose transcendent mind Are wisdom, purity, and truth; 
enshrined. 1841 W. Spalding Italy «§• It. Isl. II. 264 Papal 
orthodoxy sat enshrined in the Escurial. 

humorously. 1851 D. Jerrqld St. Giles ix. 89 He was, ere 
the church-bell ceased, enshrined in the family pew. 

+ b. To conceal as within a shrine. Obs, 

1383 Stanyhurst Mneis m. (Arb.) 89 Thee stars imparted 
no light. .And the moon enshryned with closet clowdye re- 
mayned. 1596 Spenser Hymn Beauty 188 What booteth 
that celestiall ray, If it in darkness be enshrined ever. 

2 . To contain as a shrine does; to serve as a 
shrine for (something sacred or precious). Also fig, 

1621 G. Sandys Ovid’s Met. vn. 128 The greatest God of 
all My brest inshrines. 1849 Robertson Serm. Ser. 1. iii. 
(1866141 A poetical shape, .enshrining an inner and a deeper 
truth. 1856 Kane A ret. Expl. I. xxi. 266 The first warm 
snows, .enshrine the flowery growths. 

Hence Ensliximed ppl. a. Enshrrnement, the 
action of enshrining, in quot. Jig. ; also concr. 
that which enshrines or envelopes ; in pi. the sur- 
roundings. Eus]lri*lli3lg , vbl. sb. 

*795 Southey JoanofArcw. 135 The slant sunbeam Falls 
on the arms inshrined. 1849 Fraser’ s ' Mag. XXXIX. 
717 This mystery, in all its enshrinements, has the sedes of 
Egypt striven to express. 1872 Holland Marb. Propk. 8 
The enshrinement of the Christian faith In sign and symbol. 
1868 Bushnell Serm. Living Subj. 271 The enshrining of 
his glorious divinity in them, 

Enshroud (enjrcurd), v. Also 7 inshxowd. 
[f. En- 1 + Shroud.] trans. To cover as with a 
shroud; to envelope completely; to hide from 
view. Also Jig. 

1583 Stanyhurst Mneis 1. (Arb.) 31 Venus enshrowds 
theyra with a thick fog. 16X3--6 “W. Browne Brit. Past. 1. iv, 
In gloomy vaile of night, Inshrowd the pale beams of thy 
borrowed light 1761 Churchill Apol. 4 They lurk en- 
shrouded in the vale of night. 11876 Blackie Songs R el ig. 
Sf Life 200 Trails of thick blue mist enshroud The green far- 
gleaming glens. 1879 Dixon Windsor II. xx iii. 243 The 
crimes, .were enshrouded in the deepest mystery. 

Hence Enshrou/ded ppl. a. 

1830 Tennyson Dirge ii, Nothing but the small, cold worm 
Fretteth thine enshrouded form, 
t Ensie'ge, sb. Obs . rare~K In 5 ensegge. 
[f. next vb.] Siege ; in phrase to lay ensiege. 

? a 1500 MS, Lincoln A i. 17 f. 4 (Halliw.) He went unto 
the citee of Tyre, and layde ensegge abowte it. 

+ Ensiege, v. Obs. In 4 ensege, -segge. [a* 
OF. enseger, - segger (mod.F. assieger). Of. As- 
siege.] trans. To besiege. Also Jig. 

c 1380 Wycli f Serm. Sel. Wks. 1 . 25 Titus and Waspasian 
..ensegiden Jerusalem. Ibid. II. 155 hei ensegen be soulis 
of men.'. t a 1400 Morte A rth. 1337 Ensegge all pa cetese 
be the saite strandez. c 1400 Maundev. (Roxb.) xiii. 58 
When twa rewmes er at were and owJ?er party ensegez 
citee, toune or castell. . 

Ensient (ensiemt), a. Law. Later spelling of 
enseint - Enceinte. 

1827 J. Powell Devises (ed. 3) II. 339 A natural child of 
which a particular woman is ensient. 1818 Cruise Digest 
VI . i8x . If . . his said wife should be ensient with one or 
more children. 

Hence Ensie’nture, the state of being with 
child, pregnancy. 1775 in Ash. 

lEnsiew, obs. form of Ensue. 
t Ensi’fer OHS, a. Obs.—° [f. L. ensi-s sword 
+ -for * bearing + -ous.] That bears a sword. 

1636 in Blount Glossogr. *721-1800 in Bailey. 1847 in 
Craig ; and in mod. Diets. 

Ensiform (e’nsifpim), a. Biol. [f. L. ensi-s 
sword ; see -form.] Sword- shaped. (Often said of 
leaves.) Ensiform cartilage , a cartilage appended 
to the sternum or breast-bone. 

* 54 * R* Copland Guydori sQuest, Clururg., Belowe in the 
furcule is an addycyon cartylagynous called Ency forme. 
1794 Martyn Rousseau’s JBot. xiv. 155 Linnaeus calls them 
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Ensiform or sword-shaped. 1816 Kirby & Sp. EntomoL- 
(1828) II. xxiii. 324 Ensiform antenna. 1845L1NDLEY Sen. 
Bot. viii. (1858) 151 Leaves ensiform, with parallel veins. 

1872 Mivart Elem. Anat. 300 The diaphragm is attached 
to the ensiform cartilage and several ribs. 

Ensight, obs. iorrn of Insight. 

Ensign (e'nsain). Forms: 4, 6 an-, as-, en- 
senje, -3he, -ye, -yhe, 4 ensaigne, 5-7 ensigne, 

5 ensygne, 6 enseigne, essenje, (6 insigne, 8 
insign), 6- ensign. See also Ancient sbf, In- 
sign e. [a. OF. enseigne , enseinc, ensaigne, an - 
signs , corresp. to Pr. enseigna, ensegna, essenha , 
Cat. insignia, It. insegna L. insignia, pi. of 
insigne , neut. of Insignis adj., f. iny signum sign. 

The Insigne used in sense 4 by some writers late in iSthc. 
and in 19th is prob. intended as Lat., and is therefore treated 
as a distinct word.] 

1 1 - A signal ; a rallying or battle-cry, watch- 
word. Chiefly Sc. Obs. 

1373 Barbour Bruce 11. 378 Hys assenshegan he cry. Ibid. 
v. 323 His enseujhe mycht heir him cry. c 1450 Merlin x. 
161 The Duke, .cride his ensigne. c 1506 Lancelot 3347 
Thar essen^eis lowd thai gon to cry. 1513 Douglas Mneis 
vn. ix. 86 The hyrdis ensen3e loud wp trumpis sche. 

2 . A sign, token, characteristic mark. arch. 

1474 Caxton Chesse 85 Enty.se them to lawghe and jape by 

ony dysordynate ensignes or tokenes. 1491 — Vitas Pair. 
(W. de W. 1495) 1. i, ga/r In exposynge to hyrri very en- 
sygnes of his vysage and clothynge. 1609 B. Jonson Sil. 
Worn. m. vi, We see no Ensigns of a Wedding here. 1632 
Massinger & Field Fatal Dowry 1. i, Are these the ensigns 
of so coarse a fellow ? 1644 Hus Pop. 48 The prime ensignes 
of Majestie, which consists in making Laws. 1650 Bulwer 
Anthropomet. x ii. 132 The Beard is the ensigne of man- 
hood. 1765 Blackstone Comm. I. 84 From these three 
strong marks and ensigns of superiority. 1830 Gen. P. 
Thompson Exerc. (1842) 1 . 206 A well-dressed man, with all 
the ensigns of respectability and good-fellowship about him. 
humorously. Cf. 5 and Fr. enseigne signboard. 
1854 Thackeray Nevocomes I. 90 There was never a card 
in her window, whilst those ensigns in her neighbours’ 
houses would remain exposed, .for months together. 

3 . A conventional sign ; an emblem, badge. 

1579 E. K. Gloss. Spenser’s Shepk. Cal. Apr. 123 The 

Ollue -was wont to be the ensigne of peace. 1665 G. Havers 
P. della Valle’s Trav. E. India 46 Whether this fillet, .was 
a badge of Religion, or only an Ensign of piety. 173^ 
Johnson A 7 ambler No. 55 P 4 My mother appeared again 
without the ensigns of sorrow. 1825 Miss Mitford in 
L’ Estrange Life 1 1 , x. 209 She left those ensigns of authority, 
the keys, in his possession. s86o Abp. Thomson Laws 
Th. § 22. 33 The Sculptor raises a tomb, and covers it with 
the ensigns of piety and death. 

4 . esp. A badge or symbol of dignity or office; 

chiefly pL — L. insignia ; also, heraldic arms or 
bearings. . 

1513 Douglas Mneis vn. iv. 53 Sceptour and croun, And 
of justice wthir ensen^eis seyr. 1536 Act 28 Hen. VIII, 
c, 16 § 3 Thoffice . . of an archebyshop . . with all tokens, 
insignes and ceremonies thereunto lawfully belongyng, 
1676 Hobbes Iliad 1. 15 Having in his hands the Ensigne 
meet . . A Golden Scepter and a Crown of Bays. 1691 
Land. Caz. No. 2653/3 Then the King put on the Blue 
Ribon with the George, Garter King at Arms reading the 
usual Admonitions upon the putting on each of the said 
Ensigns. 1710 Palmer Proverbs 359 The ornaments and 
insigns^ of a family. *750 C. Lucas Ess. Waters u. 125 
There is nothing .. but a black marble table, ornamented 
with ensjgns armorial. 1772 A nn. Reg. 77/2 A new order 
was instituted by her Danish Majesty, .the ensign of which 
is a cypher of her Majesty’s name. 1776 Gibbon Decl. <§• 
F. I. xvi. 428 A white robe was the ensign of their dignity. 

1873 Tristram Moab xit, 226 Two fine Saker falcons.. his 
pets, the ensign and crest of his tribe. 

5 . A military or naval standard ; a banner, flag. 

In British nautical use applied spec, to a flag with a white, 

blue or red field, and the union in the corner. Since 1864 
the ensign of the Royal Navy and the Royal Yacht Squadron 
has been white, that of the naval reserve, of ships in the 
service of public offices, and of certain yacht clubs, blue, 
and the /merchant ensign’ red. (See Encycl. Brit ed. 9 
s.v. Flag.) " 

C1400 Rom. Rose 1200 And that was he that bare the 
ensaigne Gf worship. 1313 Douglas Mneis xi. ix. 45 Charge 
thame thar ensen^eis for to rais on jiycht. *391 Garrard At rt 
W arre 65 The valiant Alfierus with his ensigne in one hand 
and his sword in another, a 1656 Bp. Hall Occas. Medit. 
79 We are wont to fight cheerfully under this ensign abroad. 
1707 Royal Proclam. 28 July in Loud. Gas, No. 4356/1 We 
have.. thought fit. .to Order and Appoint the Ensign De- 
scribed on the . . Margent hereof, to le Worn on Board all 
Ships. 1838 Hist. Record 3rd Regt. Foot 27 And each 
Company had a colour which was designated an ensign. 
1848 M. Arnold Poems (18771 1 . 85 , 1 still hear on The con- 
quering Tartar ensigns through the world, 
b. transf. ■ 

*598 Chapman Iliad vi. 175 Lycia, where Xanthus doth 
display The^ silver ensigns of his waves, a 1678 Marvell 
Poems 26^ Then flowers their drowsy eyelids raise, Their 
silken ensigns each displays. 

1 * 6* A body of men serving under one banner ; 
a company, troop. Sometimes used to render the 
L. cohors or ordo. Obs. 

The number of men in an * ensign * seems to have varied 
from 100 to 50a 

1332 in Strype Eccl. Mem . II. ti. x. 328 The Bishops of 
Colen and Treves, .did send unto the Emperor 1500 horse, 
and six ensigns of foot. 1581 Savile Tacitus’ Hist. (1591) 
Annot. 51 The Hastati were diuided againe into ten En- 
seignes, or ordines. 1584 Balnuis Lett, in Keith Hist. C/t. 
4 * State ScotLitT^gs App. 44 ( J am.) The payment of our fute- 
men extendis momethlie everie Ansenyeiwhiche are now sex 
m number) to 290/. sterl. *390 J. Smyth Disc. Weapons 8 b, 
Pur English Milicia of footmen monieyearespast, did consist 


of bands but. of 100 to an Ensigne. Ibid. 9 b, At which 
time their bands did consist of five hundred to everie En- 
signe. x6oo Holland Livy 11. xi. 51 Valerius . . set forth 
from mount Coelius certaine ensignes {cohortes} of his best 
and choice souldiors. 1630 R. Stapylton Strada’s Low 
C. Warres vi. 17 She commanded Count Mansfeldt to goe 
before with 16 ensignes, of her best Foote. 

7 . The soldier who carries the ensign ; a standard- 
bearer. See Ancient sbA Formerly commis- 
sioned officers of the lowest grade in the infantry 
bore this title, which has been replaced by that of 
sub-lieutenant. 

1513-75 Dium. Occurr.J 1833) 225 Alexander Bog ansenyle 
to capitane Daniel Meluile with the said enseyme, and Ixx 
suddartis. 1379 Digges Stratiot. 80 Let the Ensigne be 
a man of good accompte. 1677 W.. H ub bard Narrative 19 
Ensign Savage, that young Martial Spark. 1682 Kunyan 
Holy War 51 His Ensign was Mr. Thunder. 1756-7 tr. 
Key sleds Trav, (1760) I. 309 The sons of many of the noblest 
and wealthiest families are ensigns and lieutenants. 1846 
M Culloch Acc . Brit, Empire 1 1854) II. 559 The mortality 
of captains from battle is double that of ensigns. 

8 t a. transl. Fr. enseigne de vaisseau, midship- 
man {obs,). b. In the U.S. navy, the designation of 
the lowest rank of commissioned officers. 

1708 Land. Gas. No. 4420/7 Mr. de Villeville, Ensign of 
the Ship. 1886 Encycl. Amer. III. 819 Officers of the Navy 
. .Ensign, ranking with Second Lieutenant in the Army. 

0 . Comb., as ensign-staff (in sense 5). 

1707 Loud. Gas. No. 4380/2 His Boltsprit carried away 
our Ensign-Staff. 1799 Naval Chron. I. 269 Nailed the 
Flag to the ensign staff. 

Ensign (ensoi-n), v. Obs. exc. Her. Forms : 5-6 
ensigne, -sygne, 5 enseigne, -seygne, enseyne, 
(6 ensine, -syne, 7- ensign). Also 5 inseygne, 

6 insygne, 6-8 insigne. [a. OF. ensignier, en- 
seigner, corresp. to Pr. enseignar. Cat. enseizyar, 
Sp. enseiiar, Pg. ms mar. It. insegnare med.L. 
insignare, f. in (see In-) + signum sign.] 

-ti. trans. To indicate, point out, show. Also 
absol. to give indications. Obs. 

1475 Caxton Jason 37 b, As to the waye that he had 
liolden he enseigned to the lady. 1483 — Gold. Leg. 288/3 
Why callest thou them traitours whiche ben Doctours and 
enseygne the lyf perdurable. 1541 R.Copland Galyen’s Tera- 
peutyke 2 C iij, But I can nat coniect what may shewe and 
ensygne the tyme. 1548 U da ll, etc. Erasm. Par. John 67 a, 
He did ensigne theim in time to corne a terrible iudgemente. 
1576 Baker Jewell of Health 29 a, The matter ought afore 
to be put into the vessels, as this letter X insigneth to us. 

1 2 . To direct ( a person) to an object ; to instruct, 
inform. Also with double acc.: To teach (a 
person, a thing). Obs. 

1474 Caxton Chesse 16 He is taught, enseygned and 
norisshed in his yougth. *477 Earl Rivers (Caxton) Dictes 
74 b, Wylie ye that I enseygne and teche you howe ye shal 
mowe escape from alle euyll. 1308 Barclay Shyp of Folys 
(1874) I. 236 A folysshe Father full hardly shall ensyne His 
sone to good lyfe. 1598 Barret Theor. Warres u.i. 16 
[The Caporall] himselfe ensigning and teaching the Bi- 
sognios. Ibid. m. i. 33 Ensigning them the vse of their 
weapon, , 

3 . fa. To mark with a distinctive sign or badge ; 
also, to serve as a badge of {obs.). b. Her. To 
distinguish (a charge) by a significant mark or orna- 
ment placed upon it, as a crown, coronet, or mitre. 

1572 Rossewell Armarie n. 71 The Cocke aboue other 
birdes is ensigned with a peculiare Creste. 1586 Ferne 
Bias. Gcntrie 338 Princes, .which do insigne their chapeau 
and helme with a crowne of flowers and crosses. 1610 
Guillim Heraldry 1, i. (1660) 5 Osyris bare a Scepter royall, 
insigned on the top with an Eye. 1610 Jonson Prince 
Henry’s Barriers, Henry but join’d the roses, that ensign’d 
Particular families. *766 Porny Heraldry (17871 150 The 
Sixteenth is Argent, a man’s Heart Gules, ensigned with a 
Crown Or. 1808 J. Barlow Columb. vi. 272 A warrior en- 
sign’d with a various crown. 1842 M. Lower Eng. Sur- 
names (1875) II. App. 148 A cross ensigned by XP. 1864 
Boutell Heraldry Hist, <S* Pop. xiii. 96 Archbishops and 
Bishops, .ensign their Shields with their Mitres. 

+ E*asiga~b earrer - Obs. One who carried 
a company’s ensign ; = Ensign 7. 

*579 Digges Stratiot. 89 The ensigne bearer ought, when 
the warre is ended, to deliver up to hys captayne agayne 
hys Ensigne. 1382-8 Hist. James VI (18041 134 Alexander 
Bog ansemjie bearer to Capitane Meluill. 1604 E. Grim- 
stone Hist. S iege Ostend 72 An Ensigne-bearer , , was slaine. 
1672 Venne Mzl. Observations , Exercise Foot 177. 
Ensigncy (e-nsainsi). [f. Ensign sb. + -cy (cf. 
captaincy ).] The rank or position of an ensign 
in the army. //.;■' 

1767 Hugh Kelly, etc. Balder II. 166 A paltry little en- 
signey.^ 1771 Smollett Humph. Cl, (1815) 227 , 1 purchased 
an ensigney. 1800 Wellington in Gurw. Disp. I. 239 
Recommended for the first vacant ensigney in the 33rd 
regiment, i860 J. Kennedy Quodlibet xviL 227 Accepting 
an ensigney from the hands of Washington. 
Ensignbood (emsainhud). nonce-wd. [f. En- 
sign sb. + -hood.] The state of being an ensign. 

1842 Mrs. Gore in Tails Mag. IX. 569 The first fort- 
night of escape from cubhood to ensignhood. 

t Ensrgnmeut. Obs. [a. OF. enseignement, 
f, emeigner to teach ; cf. Ensign v. and -ment.] 

1. a. The action or process of showing or teach- 
ing, instruction ; b. concr. that which is taught, 
a lesson ; also, a means of instruction. 

1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. v. iii (1495) 107 He that 
hath the brayne nesshe, thynne and clere is swifte and good 
of enseynement and techynge. 1483 Caxton G. de la T our 
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Lit], I shalle telle yow what Salamon therof seyth in the 
book of thenseygnement. 1493 Festival! (W. de W. 1513) 
154 And whan all y; ! people come soo togyder at this en- 
sygnement. 1502 Ord. Crysten Men (W. de W. 1506) iv. vi. 
177 A ryght profytable imygnement of the practyse that the 
confessour ought to holde. 1575 in Lane ham's Let. * 1871) 
93 He ensued not the ensygnementes nor the doctryne of 
thedyuyne sapyence. 2600 Holland Livy v. li„ 212 We 
are made an example and ensignement {document o\ to the 
whole world. 

2. A badge or symbol of office ; — Ensign 4 . 

2567 R. Mulcaster Fortescue's De Laud. Leg . 121 A 
white quoife of sijke : whiche is the principal and chief in- 
signement of habite wherewith serjeantes at lawe in their 
creation are decked. 2611 Speed Hist, fit, Brit . ix. xii. 
(1632 703 King Edward also deuised . . distinctive habites and 
ensignements, whereof the principall was the azure Garter. 

+ Ensignship. Obs. rar£- L . [f. Ensign sb. 
+ -SHIP.J ■* En&ignoy. 

2745 Observ. Cone. Navy 44 Sales of Ensignships, Ad- 
jutaneies, Quarter-Master-ships, etc. 

Ensilage^ (emsiled^j, sb. [a. F. ensilage, f. 
ensiler : see Ensile zl] 

1 . The process of preserving green fodder in a 
silo or pit, without having previously dried it 

1882 Salem (Mass.) Gas. 10 June 1/2 On ensilage of Green 
Forage Crops in Silos. 2882 Macm. Mag. No, 278. 114 En- 
silage is the packing of green forage in air- and water-tight 
structures. 1882 Times^o Nov. 11 The object of ensilage is 
to maintain the sap as nearly as possible in its original 
state. 1884 Boston (Mass.) Jrnl. 20 Nov. 2/4 Norfolk is 
the county where the ensilage of fodder is most practised. 

2. The material resulting from the process. 

2881 Echo 11 June 1/6 Ensilage.. is produced by cutting 
green fodder of different kinds when well matured.. and 
pressing it down in water-tight pits, subsequently also made 
air-tight. 1882 Times 30 Nov. 11 About 3 m. of the ensilage 
was found to be mouldy. 

3 . attrib. 

1883 Ediu. Rev. Jan. 150 Five separate manufacturers 
advertised ensilage cutters. 1888 Times 24 July 13/1 Those 
who were prepared to make ensilage stacks. 

Ensilage (emsiled^), v. [f. prec. sb.] trans. 
To subject to the ensilage process ; to convert 
into ensilage. Hence E *nsilaged ppl. a. 

1883 West Chester Pa. Republican VI. No. 37. 4 An en- 
silaged crop. 2883 Chamb. Jrnl. 274 Pease, oats, maize, 
and vetches might be ensilaged together. 2883 Edin. Rev. 
Jan. 149 Preserving green fodder by ensilaging it, 

Ensilate (e*nsik 5 t), v. [f. Fr. ensil-er + -ate.] 
= Ensilage v. 

2883 Chamb. Jrnl. 5 May, Green forage should be ensihted 
without mixture of any dry substances. 

Ensile (enssrl), v. [ad. F. ensile-r, ad. Sp. 
ensi/ar, f. en- (see En- 1 ) 4- silo (see Silo) pit for 
preserving green fodder, repr. L. sirus a. Gr. aipos, 
aeipos underground granary.] trans. To put (for- 
age) into a silo for preservation ; to convert into 
ensilage. Hence Ensiled ppl. a ., Ensiling vbl.s b. 

2883 Manch. Exam. 29 Nov. 5/3 Of the 24 tons of grass 
ensiled in June it was calculated that there was at least 21 
tons available for winter use. 1885 Spectator 21 Feb. 249 
Lucern, red clover, and spurrey have all been successfully 
ensiled. 2885 Pall Mall G. 29 Apr. 5/1 Alcoholic silage is 
produced by the action of the cells of the ensiled plants. 
Ibid., The ensiling of immature fodder. 

Ensile : see Enseel. 

E nsilist. [f. Enstle + -1ST.] One who pre- 
serves his crops by ensilage. 

2883 Hibernia July 203/2 Concrete has been adopted by 
many ensilists. 

En silver : see En -prefix 1 b. 
t Ensindon, v. Obs . rare - l . [f. En- 1 + Sin- 
don.] trans. To wrap in a sindon or linen cloth. 

2609 Davies Holy Rood I. vi. Now doth this. .Synaxie,. 
Ensindon Him with choicest Draperie. 

Ensine, obs. form of Ensign. 
fEnsrse. Obs~° [var. of Assize.] 

1721-1800 Bailey, Ensise , quality, stem 0[ld word]. 

Ensisternal (ensistsMnal), a. [f. L. ensi-s 
sword + mod.L. stern-um, Gr. arkpv-ov breast-bone 
4 - -al.] * Relating to the ensiform cartilage ’ (Syd. 
Sec. Lex.). 

Ensky (enskoi*), v. [f. En - 1 4* Sky.] trans. 
To place in the sky or in heaven ; pass. only. 

2603 Shaks. Meas.for M. 1. iv. 34 , 1 hold you as a thing 
en- skied, and sainted, a 2763 Shenstone Odes Wks. 1765 
1 * 255 Thou seem’st chang’d ; all sainted, all ensky’d. 2814 
Cary Dante (Chandos) 226 Of seraphim he who is most en- 
sky’d. 2858 Patmore Angel in Ho. 136 This truth 's a star, 
Too deep-enskied for all to see. 

Hence Enskie’d///. a. 

1852 Mrs. Jameson Leg. Madonna (2857) I0 9 The most 
majestic of the enthroned and enskied Madonnas. 
Enslave (ensi<?i*v), zv Also 7-8 inslave. ff. 
En-U Slave.] 

1 . tram. To reduce to slavery ; to make a slave 
of. Also absol. 

1656 Cowley Dayideis n. (2720) I. 348 Enslav'd, and sold 
to Ashur by his Sins. 2793 Blackstone Comm. (ed. 22) 539 
Much less can it give a right to kill, torture, abuse, plunder, 
or even to enslave, an enemy, when the war is over. 2796 
Morse Amer. Geog. 1 . 277 Prevent them from . . enslaving 
their brethren, of whatever complexion. 1867 Pearson 
Hist. Eng.* I. 50 The ungrateful freedman might be en- 
slaved again. 1878 Bosw. Smith Carthage 348 Scipio . . 
had moved forward from his head quarters at Tunis, plun- 
dering and enslaving as he went. 


2 . transf. and Jig. a. To reduce to political 
f slavery ’, deprive of political freedom. 

a. 2643 Prynne Treachery <§* Disloy. Papists n. 43 (R.) 
Corrupt publicke officers and judges of late times. .have., 
endeavoured to enslave both us and our posterities. 2660 
R. Coke Just. Hind. 18 A nation may enslave it self by 
its too much wit. 277s Johnson Tax. no Tyr. 64 May with 
the same army enslave us. 2848 Macaulay Hist. Eng. I. 
297 Such an army, .was not very likely to enslave five mil- 
lions of Englishmen. 1877 Mrs. Oliphant Mahers Flor. 
x. 242 She [Florence] was enslaved, she, once the freest of 
the free. 

| 3 . 1700 Dryden Fables , Cock 4 Fox 384 Joseph . . Who 
by a dream insiav’d th’ Egyptian land. 2767 T. Hutchin- 
son Hist. Prov. Mass. iv. 425 Confederating, .to inslave the 
Dutch. 

b. In moral or intellectual sense : To render (a 
person) a ‘slave’ to passion, habit, superstition, etc. 

a. c 1645 Howell Lett. m. xxi, Who doth enslave him- 
self too strictly to words. 2652 Baxter Inf. Bapt. 28 Those 
whose consciences are not wholly enslaved to their fancies. 
1738 Wesley Hymn, From whence these dire Portents 
around vi, Let Sin no more my Soul enslave! 2822 
Shelley Prometh. Unb. 11. iv. no All spirits are enslaved 
which serve things evil. 2823 Lytton Zicci 24 , 1 am enslaved 
by her beauty. 2876 Green Short Hist. vi. § 5 (1882! 325 
Luther declared man to be utterly enslaved by original sin. 
1884 Church Bacon ix. 223 His Latin, without enslaving 
itself to Ciceronian types . . is singularly forcible and ex- 
pressive. 

£ 3 . 2665 Boyle Occas. Ref. iv. viii. (1675) 218 To which un- 
bridl’d Passions hurry the criminally unhappy Persons they 
have Insiav’d. 2705 Stanhope Paraphr. II. 301 Pleasure 
inslaves us by often indulging. 2746 Hurd Remarks 
Weston’s Enquiry (R.), Inslaved to the tenets of a conceited 
philosophy. 

Enslaved (enslA**vd), ppl. a. [f. Enslave v. 
4--ED 1 .] Reduced to slavery. Also fig. 

2667 Milton P. L. xi. 797 The conquerd also, and en- 
slav’d by Warr. 2756 C. Lucas Ess. Waters II. 34 France 
and other inslaved countries. 2790 Burke Fr. Rev. Wks. 
V. 239 The enslaved minister of that captive king. 2817 
Coleridge Sibyl. Leaves, Not yet enslaved, not wholly vile, 
0 Albion ! 2859 Ld. Broughton Italy II. 224 The en- 
slaved subjects of the Caesars. 

Hence Enslawedness. 

1847 in Craig ; and in mod. Diets, 

Enslavement (ensl^-vment). [f. Enslave v. 
+ -MENT.] The action of enslaving; the state of 
being enslaved. 

1692 South Serm. (1697) I. 474 Returning to a fresh En- 
slavement to their Enemies. 2822 New Monthly Mag. II. 
136 The unjust enslavement of Italy. 1839 J. Brenan 
(title). Old and New Logic, shewing how Lord Bacon de- 
livered the Mind from its 2000 years* Enslavement under 
Aristotle. 2844 Lord Brougham Brit. Const. {2862' Introd. 
21 No alternations of enslavement and emancipation. 2849 
Grote Greece n. Ixvii. (1862) VI. 67 How lamentably they 
[Greek philosophers] were hampered by enslavement to the 
popular phraseology. 

Enslaver (ensl^-voi). [f. Enslave v. + -er.] 
One who enslaves; esp. the woman by whose 
charms a man is £ enslaved 
2727 Swift To Stella , Enslavers of mankind ! Base kings, 
and ministers of state, 2748 Smollett Rod. Rand. lxv. 
{1804) 474 The delicate nerves of my fair Enslaver. 1826 
Byron Ch. Har, m. Ixvii, The earth Forgets . . The en- 
slavers and the enslaved. 2818 Praed Poems (1865) II. 
243 Hail, fair Enslaver 1 at thy changing glance Boldness 
recedes. 2849 Lytton Caxtons 15 A name., borne by the 
enslaver of Athens. 2856 Whyte-Melville Kate Cov. iii, 
Young fledglings pining madly for their enslavers. 
Bnslumber .* see En- prefix 1 a. 

Ensmall (ensm§T), v. rare. [f. En- 1 + Small.] 
trans. To make smaller. Hence Ensmariled ppl. a. 

2857 Thomson Land 4 Book iv. xl. 612 To reconcile my 
previous anticipations with the vastly ensmalled reality. 

Ensnare (ensneou), v. Also 6-9 insnare, 
[f. En- 1 + Snare.] trans. To catch (animals, etc.) 
in a snare ; to Snare. Chiefly transf. and fig. to 
entangle (persons) in difficulties ; to entrap, beguile, 
lure. Also absol. 

2394 Shaks. Rich. Ill, 1. iii. 243 That Bottel’d Spider, 
Whose deadly Web ensnareth thee about. 2768 Beattie 
Minstr. 11. xxviii, Spiders ensnare, snakes poison, tigers 
prowl. 2782 V. Knox Ess. (1819) I. liv. 288 Would rather 
shoot a pheasant or insnare a trout. 2836 W. Irving As- 
toria I. 133 These people . . ensnare the waterfowl of the 
ponds and rivers. 

transf. and fig. 2393 Shaks. Lucr. 483 Thy beauty hath 
ensnar’d thee to this night. 2397 Hooker EccI. Pol. v. ix. 
(1612)199 That which hath, .insnared theiudgementsof sun- 
dry good. .men. 2667 Milton P. L. iv. 717 She ensnar'd 
Mankind with her faire looks. 1685 Baxter Paraphr. 
N. T. Matt. xxii. 16 They sought to msnare Christ. 1730 
Thomson Autumn 1292 Let these Ensnare the wretched in 
the toils of law. 2749 Smollett Regicide iv. iii. Curse on 
these faithless drops Which fall but to ensnare! 1866 
Freer Regency Anne Austria II. 28 Ensnared by her 
beauty and so egregiously duped. 2876 Bancroft Hist. 
U. S. II, xxxix. 4 66 A troop of horse, insnared by a false 
guide in an ambush among large trees. 

Hence Ensna red^/, a. 

2643 Milton Divorce .1, xiv. (2831) 56 Committing two 
ensnared souls . . to kindle one another . . with a hatred in- 
concileable. 2638 J. Rowland Moufet’s Tkeat. Ins. 1068 
The ensnared little creatures, .do lie still. 

Ensnarement (ensneeument). [f. as prec. + 
-ment.] The action of ensnaring ; the state or 
fact of being ensnared; concr. that which en- 
snares ; an allurement, enticement, bait. 

1627 Hieron Wks. (1619-20) II, 259 And to beware of in- 
snarement with the desire and loue of earthly things. 1649 


Roberts Clavis Bibl. 367 The only Antidotes aeraiast 
worldly ensnarements. 2678 Gale Crt. Gentiles III. 97 
God leaves men to the Blandishments, Allurements, and 
Ensnarements of an heart-bewitching world. 

Ensnarer (ensne^'rai). [f. as prec. 4* -er.] 
One who ensnares. 

2631 T. May tr. Barclay’s Mirrour Mindes I. 63 They 
account all strangers .. as enemyes & ensnarers of their 
liberty. 2652 J. F[reake] Agrippa's Occ. Philos. 399 The 
Tempters and Ensnarers have the last place. 2751 Johnson 
Rambler No. 155 f 13 These ensnarers of the mind. 

Ensnaring (ensnea*riij), vbl. sb. [f. as prec. 4* 
-ing k] The action of the vb. Ensnare. 

2660 R. Coke Power#? Subj. 97 All the Acts made before 
. .for the ensnaring of the Subjects. 

Ensnaring, ppl. a. [f. as prec. 4- -ing 2 .] 
That ensnares, entraps. 

2630 R. Johnson Kingd. <$■ Commw. 174 Th' ensnaring 
Lawes let Crowes goe free, While simple Doves entangled 
bee. 1643 Milton Divorce 11. xiv. (1851^98 The debtor ... 
flattered with insufficient and insnaring discharges, a 2704 
T. Browne Satire Woman Wks. 2730 J. 56 Gay laughter 
now, then sighs, with an ensnaring tear. 2826 Miss M itford 
Village Ser. 11. (1863) 328 The insnaring seductions of the 
tap-room at the King’s Head. 

H ence Ensna • r in^ly adv. , in an ensnaringmanner. 

2853 Lynch Selflmprov. vi. 151 Till wisdom free us, we 
are insnaringly and slavishly dependent. 

t Ensna’rl, v. L Qbs. Forms : 6-7 ensnarle, 
7 insnarl. [f. : En - 1 4-, Snarl jA 1 ] trans. To 
catch or entangle in, or as in, a ‘snarl’ or ravelled 
knot. Also fig. 

15 93 N ashe Christ’s T. (1613) 148 As an Angler ensnarleth 
his hooke amongst weedes. 1396 Spenser F. Q. v. ix, 9 
They would closely him ensnarle, Ere to his den he back- 
ward could recoyle. 2608 Topsell Serpents 782 Untill 
they [Spiders] have throughly insnarled him. within their 
clammy and viscous gins. 2653 Gurnall Chr. in A rtn. n. 
657 The ensnarling our own thoughts, by thinking to fathom 
the bottomlesse depths of God’s justice, with the short 
cordage of our reason. 2675 J. Smith Chr. Relig. Appeal 1. 
66 The Roman Empire is ensnarl’d in some or other War. 

t Ensna*rl, z /, 2 Obs.-° [f. En - 1 4- Snarl v.] 
intr. * To gnash the teeth ’ (Cockeram 1623). 

Ensoak: see En -prefix 3 . 

Ensoap, Ensober : see En- prefix 1 a, 2. 

d Ensoi’gne, sb. Obs. Forms ; 4 ensoyne, 
-soygns, -soyngne, 5 ensoigne. [a. OF. en - 
soigne, var. of essoigne : see Essoin.] 

1 . Excuse, delay: only in phr. without ensoigne. 

c 2325 Coerde L. 1467 Forth they wente, withouten, en- 

soyne. c 1380 Sir F crumb. 945 So hat euerech with-oute 
ensoygne haj> a-slawe his. Ibid. 2827 And Gy Answerede 
wi{>-oute ensoyngne as he him stod afiforn. 

2 . Embarrassment, inconvenience. 

2475 Caxton Jason 42 Certes the sekeness is of grete en^ 
soigne and £>ayne. 

t Ensorgne, Obs. rare. In 4 ensoyno. 
[ad. OF. ensoignier, f. ensoig?ie: see Essoin.] 
trans. To excuse. 

a 1400 Leg. Rood\ 1871) 132 Mi sone from J>e schulde beon 
ensoynet. a 2400 Sir Degrev. 275 There myght no sege be 
ensoynd That faught in the ffeld. 

t EnsO'pMc, a. Obs . Cabbala . [f. late Heb. 
e l n soph 4 no end, infinity ’ 4 - -ic.] (See 

qnot.) 

1693 Phil. Trans. XVII. 801 The Ensophick, or Infinite 
World, from which all the other do spring. 

Ensorcell (ens^*isel), v. [a. OF. ensorceler, f. 
en- (see En- 1 ) 4- sorceler , f. sorcier Sorcerer.] 
trans. To enchant, bewitch, fascinate. 

a 2542 Wyatt in Puttenham Eng, Poesie ut, xix. (Arb.) 232 
Your Princely happes.. ensorcell all the hearts Of Christen 
kings. 2855 G. Meredith Shav. Shagpat (1872) 93 A sor- 
ceress ensorcelled. 1886 Burton Arab. Nts. (Abridged) 
I. 24 The damsel, .whom this gazelle had ensorcelled. 

Hence Enso*rcelling///. a. 

2883 Payne tool Nts. III. 104 His eyes were more ensor- 
celling than Haront and Maront. 

tEnso*rde, V. Obs. rare- 1 . 

axsz8 Skelton Col. Cloute 2585 Ensordyd with the 
wavys savage wode, Without our shyppe be rare, it is Iykely 
brast. 

f Enso-rdid, a. Obs. rare- 1 . = Sordid. 

2627-77 Feltham Resolves 1. iv. 5 Vice . . in her bared 
skin, or her own ensordid rags ! 

+ 53 nso*rrow, v. Obs. Also 4 insorwe-n. 
[ME. insorwen, f. In - 4- sorwen Sorrow v ; in 
i6th c. independently f. En- 1 4- Sorrow tA] a. 
intr. To be in pain or sorrow ; to sorrow, b. 
trans . To render sorrowful ; to annoy, distress. 

2382 Wyclif Rom. viii. 22 Ech creature insorwith, and 
childith, or worchith with angwis, til jit. 2593 Nashe 
Christ’s T. (1613) 78 To the ehsorrbwing the frontiers of 
sinne. 2603 Florio Montaigne iii. iii. (1632; 46 The body 
. .is wasted, and ensorrewed. 

t Enso rte, V. Obs . [f. En - 1 4- Fr. sort spell:— 
h. sort-em lot.] trans. To enchant, bewitch. 

2475 Caxton Jason 135 Ymagined lyghtly that Medea 
hadde ensorted or bewicched him [Jason]. 

Ensoul, insoul (en-, insAud), v. [£. En- 1 -*- 

SotJL.] 

1 . trans. To put or take into the soul ; to unite 
with the soul ; f rejl. to be absorbed into, become 
part of, the (Divine soul). 

1633 Earl Manch .AlMondo (1636) 202 They laboured . . 
to msoule themselves in God. 2652 Br. Patrick Fun. 


EHSPECIAL. 

Sertn. in % Smith's Set. Disc. 544 He had incorporated, 
shall l say, or insouled all principles of justice and right- 
eousness. 1799 Southey Eng. Eclog .» etc. Poet. Wks. III. 
175 Only in some few faithful memories Insoul’d. 1881 
Palgrave Visions Eng. 333 Insoul us to the nobler part, The 
chivalrous loyalty of thy life and word ! 

2 . To infuse a soul into; to fill with ‘soul’. 
Also, to dwell in, animate, as a soul. 

165a W. Dennie Glance at Theofih. in Benlowes Theoph., 
The hallowed air Seems all ensould with sweet Perfume. 
1832 Blackw. Mag. XXXI. 653 He ensouls all dead insen- 
sate things. 1841-4 Emerson Ess. Love Wks (Bohn) I. 78 
The soul is wholly embodied, and the body, is wholly en- 
souled. 1879 G. Macdonald Sir Gibbie I. xii. 177 The one 
visible symbol informed and insouled of the eternal. 1888 
C. Gore Ministry Chr. Ch . 24 note. An organism ensouled 
by the indwelling word. 

Hence Ensouled ppl. a. ; Ensouling ppl. a. 

s8. . Nat.Encycll. 901 Christ was evo-apKos, ‘ incarnate’, 
but not e/xij/uxo; * insouled ’. 1865 Draper Intell. Devel. 

Europe iv. 71 He [Thales] taught that the world is an in- 
souled thing. 1826 Blackw. Mag. XX. 490 Infinitely pene- 
trating— ensouling. x868 Bushnell Serin. Living Subj. 
459 The Word itself became the ensouling principle. 

Ensong, obs. variant of Evensong. 

Ensound : see fLn- prefi 2. 

Ensourge: variant of Insurge. Obs. 
Ensoyne, obs. form of Ensign. 

Ensoyne, -soygne, variants of Ensoigne. 

1 Enspangle, En sparkle ; see En- prefi 1 b. 
t Easpexial, adv. and a. Obs. [Phrase in 
special, OFr. en especial.] 

A. adv. Especially. B, adj. Especial. 

<7*530 Ld. Berners Artk. Lyt. Bryt. (1814' 24 She that 
fro hensforth wyl be your enspecyall louer and frende. 1534 
Whittinton Tullyes Offices \. (.1540) 26 Ayde of this lyfe is 
due to them enspecyall. 

t Snspee*r, v. Obs. rare- 1 . In 5 enspere. 
[f. En- 1 +■ Speer.] intr. To enquire. Const, of. 

cx 440 Gesta Rom. Ixix. 317 (Harl. MS.) The Emperour 
enspered of the prioress, 

Enspell : see En- prefi 1 b. 

Ensphere (ensfi®‘i),7>. Also 7 en-, insphear(e, 
7-9 insphere. [f. En- 1 + Sphere.] 

1 1 . trans. To place in a (celestial) * sphere \ 
16x5 Val. IVelskm. (1663) B iij a, Eternal peace Insphear 
thy soul, and mount it to the stars. 1634 Milton Comns 3 
Where those immortal shapes Of bright aereal spirits live 
inspheard. 

2 . To enclose in, or as in, a sphere ; to encircle, 
enclose. Also fig. 

%6 x 6 Chapman Homer's Hymns , To Hermes 394 His 
ample shoulders in a cloud enspher’d Of fierie chnmsine, 
<7x630 Drumm. of Hawth. Poems Wks. 13 As that high 
circle, which the rest enspheres, a 1634 Chapman Bonn. 
iii, None Eke Homer hath the world enspher’d, Earth, seas 
and heaven fix'd in his verse, 1648 Herrick Hesper., To 
King on Taking Leicester, Victory do’s rest, Enspher’d 
with palm on your triumphant crest. 1850 Mrs. Browning 
Poems I. 345 The clear strong stars . . insphere Our habita- 
tion. 1876 T. Hardy Hand Etkelberta II. 98 Being com- 
pletely ensphered by the fog. 

b. To contain as a sphere does. 

1612 Donne Elegy Mrs, Drury, 2nd Anniv. 78 Wks. 
1872 I. 133 Shee whose eyes ensphear’d Star light inough, 
t’ have made the south controll- -the star-full northern pole. 

3 . To make into a sphere, give spherical form 
to, Klsofig. 

1640 T. Carew Poems, Obseg. Lady A . Hay, Virgins . . 
{Shall draw thy picture. .One shall enspheare thine eyes. 
1852 H. Rogers Eel. Faith \1853' 24 His true emblem is the 
hedgehog ensphered in his prickles. 1856 Mrs, Browning 
Aur. Leigh 1. 1007 Who , . turning grandly on his central 
self Ensphered himself in twenty perfect years. 

Hence Ensphe'reinent, Ensphering vbl. sb. 
and ppl. a. 

1841 Blackw. Mag, L. 353 Man’s belief, .received by his- 
toric tradition and customary enspherement. 1868 Bushnell 
Serm. Living Subj. 33 A visible insphering in flesh. 1652 
Benlowes Theoph. iv. xxii, Twining Embraces with ’s en- 
sphearing arm of love. 1856 Masson Ess. 3 Devils 73 The 
ensphering atmosphere and the storms that rage in it. 
Enspiee : see En- prefj 1 b. 

Enspire, Enspirit, obs. ff. Inspire, Inspirit. 
Enspiritualize (ensprritiwalaiz), v. rare. 
[f, En- 1 + Spiritualize v.\ trans. To give a 
spiritual character to. 

1886 Shorthouse Sir Percival iii. 85 [A building] 1 En- 
spiritualised, it seemed to me, by the fleeting clouds that 
swept over the sky. 

Enspisse: see iNSPism 
Enstable : see En- prefi 2. 
t Ensta'ff, v. Obs .- 0 [f. En- 1 + Staff.] trans. 
To put (a flag) on a staff ; to hoist. 
x6xx Florio, Alberdre. .also to enstaffe as a. .banner. 
Enstage : see En- prefi 1 a. 

Enstall, enstalment: see Instal, -ment. 
Bnstamp (enstse’mp), v. Also 7-8 instamp, 
[f. En- 1 + Stamp v.] To stamp, imprint (marks, 
figures, etc.) on anything. Also fig. 

x6n Speed Hist. Gt. Brit. v. vi. 31 Cunobeline (for so 
upon his coines his name is instamped). Ibid. v. vi. (1632) 32 
Many coynes instamped of him. <7 1630 Jackson Creed iv. 
viii. Wks. III. 135 There must be such a correspondence as 
is between the character and the letter enstamped. 1653 
Gataker Vind. Aunot. Jer. xo6 A natural power enstamped 
on them by God their Creator. 1702 C. Mather Magn . Chr. 
11. (1852) App. 221 On the other side were enstamped the 
towers of Zion. 1753 Ess. Celibacy 79 Nature is a system. . 
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instamped with the goodness of the Deity. 1827 Genii. Mag. 
XCVII. 11, 33 Our Gray had likewise enstamped upon his 
imagination the forms and shadows of things which are pre- 
sented to us in this visible creation. 1855 Singleton Virgil 
1 . 86 The ploughman ... on his cattle hath enstamped the 
brand. 

Hence Unstamped ppl. a. 

1597 Daniel Civ. Wars vi. xxxvii, Make, that instamped 
Characters may send Abroad to Thousands, Thousand Men’s 
Intent. 

Enstar, instate : see Instar, Instate. 
Eustatite (emslatoit), Min. [f. Gr. kvarar-rjs 
adversary (from its refractory nature) + -ITE.] A 
variety of diallage, tinted variously from greyish- 
or greenish- white to olive-green and brown. 

X857 C. Shepard Min. 425 Enstatite .. in prisms, resem- 
bling pyroxene or scapolite. 1879 Rotley Stud. Rocks x. 
120 Enstatite also affords two other directions of less per- 
fect cleavage. 

Hence Enstatrtic a. [ + -ie]. 

1885 Geol. Mag, Feb. {Title of Article ), The Enstatitic 
Lavas of Eycott Hill. 

t Enstee’p,^. Obs. rare- 1 . [f.EN-l + Steep v.] 
trans. To immerse, station under water. 

1604 Shaks. Oth. n. i. 70 Congregated Sands, Traitors 
ensteep’d, to enclogge the guiltless Keele. 

Enstock, enstomach : see En- prefi j a. and b. 
t Ensto’re, V. Obs. Also 4 enstoore, 4-7 
instore. [Probably two formations: (1) var. of 
Astore v., influenced by L. instaurdre to fit up, 
repair, restore ; (2) f. En- 1 -t Store sb. or v. ; 
but the two cannot be accurately distinguished in 
the examples.] 

1 . trans. To renew, repair (transl L. instaurare). 

1382 Wyclif 2 Kings xii. 5 And enstoore thei the cover- 

yngis of the hows, — Ezek. xxxvi. 10 Ruynouse thingis 
shaln be instorid, or maad a3ein. — Ephes. i. 10 For to 
instore [1388 enstore] alle thingis in Crist. — ■ Rom. xiii, 9 If 
there be ony othir maundement, it is instorid or enclosid 
[Vulg. instauratur] in this word. 

2 . To fit up, provide, store with. Also const of. 
c 2450 Lonelich Grail xxxv. 585 And for his Maner. . 

Enstored ful wel it was. 1494 in Blyth Hist. Notices <§• 
Rec. Fincham (1863) 155 Enstored with all my catail of 
shepe. 3502 Arnolds Citron. (1811) 215 He [the Keper] 
shal yelde to the eyer whan so he come to ful age all his 
lande instored of husbondry. 3557 Paynei. Barclay's Ju- 
gurth 98 Thys castle was . .. instored with men, wepyn, 
vitayles, and with all other ordinaunce. 1597 Daniel Civ. 
Wares , in. xxxii, He that is with life and will instor’d, 
Hath for revenge inough. <31633 Monday View Sundry 
Examples 79 Of mony and riches sufficiently instored. 
i Enstrai-t, V. Obs. Forms : 5 enstreit, 6 
enstreighte. [f. En- 1 + Strait a.] trans. 
= Straiten, a. To make narrow, b. To bring 
into straits or difficulties. 

c 1475 tr. T. a K empis ’ Imit, 1. xxiv, Coueitouse men shul be 
enstreited wi[> most wrecchid nede. 1581 in W. H. Turner 
Select Rec. Oxf. 413 To enstreighte or make narrowe the 
way. 

t Enstrai ten, v. Obs . rare. [f. En- 1 + 
Straiten.] trans. a. To make strait or narrow ; 
to curtail (property), b. To bring into straits ; to 
put under constraint. 

1590 R. Payne Descr. Irel, (1841) 11 He hath already to 
plesure his countrie instraightned his demeanes. 16x8 
Bolton Floras 11. xvii. (1636) 142 But the Romans had en- 
straitned her before she was aware thereof. 

+ Enstra*ng©, v. Obs. Also 5 enstrarmge. 
[f. En-" l + Strange.] trans. a. To remove far 
from. b. T o make strange or a stranger to. 

1483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 253/2 She was as fer enstraunged 
fro the payne of the flesshe as she was fro corrupcion of her 
body, <31763 Shenstone Elegies xix. 55, I smile, but 
from a soul enstrang’d to peace. 

+ Enstra’BLgle, V. Obs. rare ~ K [var. of 
Estrangle, Obs.] trans. To strangle, 

<7x400 Maundev. xviii. (1839) 194 Whan thei hen thus 
enstrangled, thei eten here Flesche. 

+Enstre*ngth, v. Obs. [f En- 1 + Strength.] 
trans . To endow with strength, strengthen. 

1483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 122/2 Thys vyncent was tor- 
mented for to dwelle wyth God. .he was beten to be en- 
strengthed. 

+ Enstre*ngthen, v. Obs. [f. En- 1 +Strength- 
EN.] trans. 1 0 strengthen, make strong. 

1538 Leland I tin. II. 75 A famose Toun or Castelle apon 
a very Torre or Hille, wunderfully enstrengthenid of na- 
ture. 1539 Proclam. Hen. VIII in Froude Hist. Eng, III. 
366 Until such time as they, enstrengthened, may be able 
to go in like pace with them. 1654 Cokaine Dianea n. 162 
Enstrengthening himselfe to receive that soule which by 
the right of Love he supposed belonged to him, 

Enstruct, obs. form of Instruct. 

EnstufF: see En- prefO- 3. 

+ Ensty le, v, Obs. Also 7 enstile. [f. En- 1 
+ Style sb. or v.] trans. To style, denominate. 
1599 B. Jonson Cynthia's Rev. v. viii. 30 Our eye doth 
reade thee (now enstil’d) our Crites. 1623 Vox Graculi in 
Brand Pop. Antig. (1870) I. 38 Vulgarly enstiled Shrove 
Tuesday 1638 Sanderson Serm. (1681) II. 112 Why the 
Apostle should chuse to enstile Almighty God from these 
two [attributes] of Patience and of Consolation. 1648 Her- 
rick Hesper., O heron's Pal. 92 By some enstyl’d Theluckie 
omen of the child, 

t Enstrable, v. Obs. [f Ensued. + -able; for 
the sense cf. conformable, suitable . ] That logically 
ensues ; likely to result. 


EHSTJE. 

2548 Gest Pr. Masse 93 An issue, .resonable an[d] en- 
suable. It is nothing enspable, because the apostles sacri- 
fleed, they sacrificed Christes bodye and bloud. 1635 J. 
Hayward Banish'd Virg. 183 Which they would not have 
done, if they had but considered or foreseene their ensueable 
inconveniences. 

t Enstrance. Obs. [f. as prec. + -ANCE.] The 
fact of ensuing. 

1652 Earl Monm tr. Benthwglio's Hist. Relat, 114 Upon 
the issuance of peace, and due observation of all things on 
this side the line. 

t Ensxrant, a. Obs. rare- 1 , [f. Ensue v . + 
-ant. Cf. OFr. ensiwant.] Appropriately follow- 
ing. sequent to. 

1589 Puttenham Eng. Poesie n. x. [xi.] (Arb.l 104 If., 
the maker do . . make his dittie sensible and ensuant to the 
first verse in good reason. 

Ensueket : see En- prefi 1 2. 

Ensue (ensizT v. Forms : 5-7 ensew(e, 5 en- 
siewe, -yew, 5-6 insue, 6 insew^e, 6-7 inshow, 
5- ensue, [ad. OF. ensiw-, ensu~ 3 stem of ensivre , 
ensuivre (mod.F. ensuivre) , corresp. to Pr. en- 
seguir , It. inseguire late L. insequere , L. insequi 
to pursue, follow close upon, f. in (see In-) + sequi 
to lollow.] 

fl. trans. To follow in (a person’s steps); to 
follow >a leader, etc.). Obs. 

? a 1500 Flower Wonianhede in Pol. Rel. 4; L. Poems 43 
Whos stepes glade to ensue Ys eueri woman in their degre. 
1509 Hawes Examp. Virt. xiii. 255 And xv, ladyes her dyd 
ensue. 1596 Spenser F. Q. iv. ix. 5 Whom straight the 
Prince ensuing in together far’d, a 1626 Bp. Andrewes 
Serm. 147 All that have ensued the steppes of their faith, 
b. absol. and intr. 

c 1500 New Not-br. M ay d 235, 1 must ensue Where fortune 
doth me lede. 35x3 Douglas /Ends n. xii. [xi.] 77 Neir at 
our bak Crewse, my spous ensewis. a 1577 Sir T. Smith 
Conmiw. Eng. (1633) 56 Which pricketh forward to ensue in 
their fathers steps. 

f 2 . fig. To follow the guidance of (a person, 
etc.) ; to imitate (an example) ; to follow (inclin- 
ation, passion, etc.), conform to (advice, orders). 

1430 Lydg. Chr on. Troy n. x, I am so dull certayne that 
I ne can Guido ensewe. 1481 Caxton Myrr. 1. xiv. 47Tho 
philosophres ensieweth better Plato than Aristotle. <7 1500 
Doctr. Gd. Servaunis in Poet, Tracis (1842) 7 Seruauntes 
ought not to ensue Theyr owne wyll. 1530 Proper Dya - 
loge (1863) 23 In this they ensued Christes lawyng and his 
doctrine. 1541 Elyot Image Gov. 13 All honourable 
women ensued the Empresses exaumple. 1599 Davies Ini' 
mart. Soul u8 76) I. 99 While these receiv’d opinions I 
ensue. 

t b. Of things : To take after, correspond to. 
1398 Tmxis * Barth DeP . R . i . Prol. (1495) 31'he propritees 
of thynges folowe and ensewe their substaunces. _ 1533-4 
Act 25 Hen. VIII, c. si § 19 An ordenance .. insewing 
muche the olde auncient customes of this realme in that 
behalfe. 1628 Coke On Litt. 13 a, The recompense shall 
ensue the loss. 

1 3 . To follow with the intention of overtaking ; 
to pursue. Obs. 

25x3 Bradshaw St. Werburge 1. 1079 This venerable 
prynce ensuynge this great harte approched to his cell. 
1569 J. Sanford tr. A grippal s Van. Artes 125 b, To ensue 
them that flee, 

b. fig. To follow or seek after, strive to obtain, 
aim at. arch. Also f intr. with after. 

1483 Caxton Cato 2 b, Eschewealle vyces and ensiewe 
vertue. 1535 Coverdale Ps. xxxiii. 14 Let him seke peace 
and ensue it. 1642 Rogers Naanian To Rdr. § 2 To affect 
and ensue the meanes of it owne safety. 1759 Robertson 
Hist. Scot. II. 1x9 For him I desire to ensue courage. 1874 
Morley Compromise (1886} 113 They have sought truth and 
ensued it. 

f 4 . To follow out (a plan, course of life, pro- 
fession, etc.) ; to follow up (a train of thought), 

‘ pursue ’ (a subject). Also catachr. to spend (a 
period of life). Obs. 

2509 Hawes Past. Pleas, xxxi. xii, But that in joye you 
may your youth ensue. 1531 Elyot Gov. 1. iv. (1883) I. 28 
Semblable ordre will I ensue in the fourmynge the gentill 
wittes of noble mennes children. 2581 Lambarde Eiren. 
11. iv. (1602) 136, I will ensue that also. 1590 Spenser Ep. 
Sir John Norris , And Precedent of all that armes ensue. 
a 16x3 Overbury A Wife (1638) 172 They are not pauled 
with insuing idle cogitations. 

+ 5 . trans. Of an event, state of things, portion 
of time, portion of a book or discourse: To 
follow, succeed, be subsequent to. Also of per- 
sons : To succeed (some one) in an office, or in the 
performance of an action. Chiefly implying ini' 
mediate sequence : To come next to. Obs . 

149X Act 7 Hen. VII, c. 20 § 5 By the space of ij monethes 
next ensuyng any of the seid festis. 1542 in W. H. Turner 
Sel. Rec. Oxford x68 The feast . . next insuying the date 
herof. 1578 Timme Caluine on Gen. 159 How long it was 
ere that the flood insued the creation of the_ world. X59X 
Spenser Teares Muses 54 And let the rest in order thee 
ensew. 1609 Bp. Barlow A nsw. Nameless Catholic 16 What 
are these Aggreeuances. .that, .ensued that desperate Plot ? 
16x2 Drayton Poly-olb. xxiv. (1748) 360 Him Erkenwald 
ensues th’ East-English Offa’s son. 2649 Selden Lows 
Eng. (1739) P re £ 8 For three hundred years next ensuing 
the Normans. 

b. intr. Of a portion of time, part of a book 
or discourse : To be subsequent. Of an event, 
a state of things : To occur or arise subsequently. 
Chiefly implying immediate succession. Cf. En- 
suing ppl. a. 
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The phrase next ensuing, now somewhat pleonastic, is 
stiil in formal use with reference to dates. 

1485 Caxton Chas. Gt. 5 Thre partyes by chapytres en- 
syewyng declared. 1494 Fabyan 5 The Crony cle shall 
ensewe, In his dewe ordre. 1528 Test. Ebor. , Surtees » V. 
265 To be disposed in raaner and forme that ensuyeth. 1559 
in Vicar/ s A nat. (18881 App. iii. 139 Gouernors of the sayd 
hospytalies for the yere now next insuynge. 1584 Powel 
Lloyd's Cambria 91 The yeare insuing. 1591 in Picton 
L'pool Mimic . Rec. (1883) I. 96 The copie of w pil said 
Letter ensueth. 1667 Milton P. L. iv. 991 Now dreadful 
deeds Might have ensu’d. 2669 Bunyan Holy Citie 195 
These ana the words ensuing. 1709 Steele & Swift 
Tatler No. 74 P u On Saturday the 15th of October next 
ensuing. 1729 T. Cooke Tales, Proposals , etc. 36 Bleak 
Winds and Storms ensue, they [the Flowrs] droop, theydy. 
1770 Langhorne Plutarch (1879') I* 204/1 Several skirmishes 
ensued in the difficult passes. 1866 Kingsley Plerew. xvii. 
216 Conversations ensued thereon between Baldwin and his 
courtiers. 

fc. In pr.pple. ; In succession, 4 running’. Obs. 
rare. 

1583 Stocker Hist. Civ. War res Lowe C. 1. 107 b, Then 
they should giue two nights ensuing at midnight a signe 
with fire, etc. 

8 . fa* tram. To follow as a result or conse- 
quence ; to result from. Obs. 

1514 Barclay Cyt. <$* Uplondyshm. (1847) p.xlvi, Surfet en- 
suing gluttony. 15 66 Drant Horace' Sat . n. A viij, Such 
lyke blame That doth ensue outragiouse spence. 1607 Top* 
sell Serpents (1653) 7 01 The accidents that follow, are like 
to those which ensue the bitings of Vipers, a 1677 Barrow 
Serm. (.Wks. 1716) I. 1 By peace [may be meant] the con- 
tent, .ensuing such a course of actions, a 1754 Fielding 
Conversation Wks. 1784 IX. 364 Nor would any incon- 
venience ensue the admittance of such exceptions. 

b. intr. To follow as a result ; to result. Const, 
t by , from, f of, on, upon . 

1483 Caxton Cato B iij,The grete multitude of synnes 
whyche ensueth and cometh therof. 1523 E. Lee in Ellis 
Orig. Lett . Ser. in. II. 71, I need not advertise your Grace 
what infection & danger may ensue hereby. 1598 Bark- 
cley Felic. Man (1631), The service of God, whereof en- 
sueth the enjoying of his heave ily kingdome. a 1700 
Dryden Ovid's Met. xn. Wks. 1821 XII. 167 From the 
wound ensued no purple flood. 1774 Goldsm. Nat. Hist. 
(1776)11. 318 What devastation might not ensue were the 
elephant, .as fierce, .as the tiger. 1837 G. Bird Nat. Philos. 
238 Decomposition of water will, of course, ensue, and 
hydrogen will be evolved. 1850 Tennyson In Mem . cxvii, 
That out of distance might ensue Desire of nearness doubly 
sweet. 

f To proceed, issue from. 

1599 Marston Sco. Villanie n. vii. 208 Soules of men, 
from that great soule ensue. 

7. intr. To follow as a logical conclusion. 
Usually impers. with virtual subject- clause, rare 
in mod. use. 

2581 Lambarde Eiren. iv. iv. 399 It doeth of necessitie 
ensue, that he, etc. 1600 Shaks. A. V. L. 1. iii. 31 Doth 
it therefore ensue that you should loue his Sonne deerelie ? 

Ensues? (enshroj). rare. [f. Ensue v. + -er.] 
One who ensues, a follower. 

1550 Paynel Notable Sayings Script. Ded. Ep., Diligent 
ensuers of his will and steps. 1885 Black w. Mag. 736/2 The 
poor ensuer of the peace. 

Ensuing 1 , vbl. sb. [f. as prec. + -ING 1 .] The 
action of the vb. Ensue, in various senses. 

1561 Norton & Sackv. Gorboduc 1. i, In right ensuynge of 
your life. 1581 J. Bell H addon's Ansiu. Osor . 103 b, The 
ensuyng of whose studious industry we do not neglect. 1603 
Verstegan Dec. I ntell. viii. (1628) 242 A iust insuing of the 
vse of reason. 

Ensuing (ensi^-iq), ppl. a. etc. [f. Ensue 
v. + -tng *.] A. ppl. adj. 

1 . In various applications of the sense of Ensue 
v. 5 . a. Coming afterwards, subsequent, posterior 
in time or order {? obs.). b. Immediately subse- 
quent, coming next ; also next ensuing, c. That 
is shortly to happen, approaching, imminent. 

a. 1604 Dekker King's Entertainm. 270 To a more 
royall and serious ensuing entertainment. 1610 Beaum. 
& Fl. Maid’s Trag. iv. i, A great example of their justice 
To all ensuing eyes. 1627-77 Feltham Resolves 1. xxiv. 43 
Men, rather than they will want insuing memory, will be 
spoken by the branded Statue. 1680 Life Edw. II m Select. 
Harl. Misc. (1793* 49 A perfect mirror, wherein ensuing 
kings may see, etc. 

b. 2622 Rich Honest. Age ( 18441 20 What conceipt I have 
. .1 will partly make manifest by this insuing circumstance. 
1697 Dryden Virg. Georg. 1. 112 Th’ ensuing Season, in 
return, may bear The bearded product of the Golden Year. 
*747 Wesley Prim. Physic 11762) Introd. 27, I have had 
many Opportunities of trying the Virtues of the ensuing 
Remedies. 2766 Goldsm. Vic. W. xxviii, For the three 
ensuing days I was in a state of anxiety. 1875 Scrivener 
Led. Grk. Test. 11 In the two next ensuing Lectures. 

C. 1603 Knolles Hist. Turks (1638) 306 By the small 
number of their army divining their ensuing overthrow. 
1678 Trans. Crt. Spain n. 158 There is appearance of an 
ensuring rupture. 1734 Grub St. Jml. 2 May 4/3 The en- 
suing Elections of Members to serve in parliament. 1828 
Scott F. M. Perth xxxiii, To make some arrangements 
for the ensuing combat. 

2. In sense of Ensue v. 6 : Resulting. 

1604 Dekker Honest Wh. Wks. 1873 III. 73 To guard 
you safe from all ensuing danger. 1642 Milton Apol. 
Smect. (1851) 290 Their manifest crimes serve to bring forth 
an ensuing good. 1665 Earl Rothes in Lauderd, Papers 
(1884) I. 216 To prevent ffurdier inshowieng danger, 
t B. pple. (quasi-prep,). With respect to. _ Obs. 

1645-62 Pagitt Heresiogr. (ed. 6) 201 Ensuing this voice, 
we see that St. Peter calls it, etc. 


i Eusu'iugly, adv. Obs. [f. Ensuing ppl. a. 
+ -ly^.] In an ensuing manner, a. Congru- 
ously, fittingly, b. In due order or sequence. 

c 1510 Barclay Mirr. Good Mann. (1570) A ij, After mine 
estate My stile and my writing ensuingly to sounde. a 1535 
More On the Passion Wks. 1321/1 Linked and cheined 
ensewinglye together. 1556 J. Hey wood Spider $ F. xxxi. 
1 12 What waie was had V ensueth ensuingly. 

11 £» suite tan swf’t, Er. an sui't), adv. So as 
to form a ‘suite’ or set : see Suite. 

Ensulphur : see En- 1 prep 1 b. 
t Ensurance. Obs. exc. in form Insurance. 
[a. OF. enseurance : see Ensure v. and -ance.] 

1. The action of ensuring or making certain ; 
concr. a means of ensuring. 

1654 Whitlock Zootomia 143 Were some mens Petitions 
to men, as non-sensicall as their Prayers to God, they would 
need no other ensurance of their denial!. x688 Objection 
agst. Repeal Penal Laws <$• Tests 16, I will never seek or 
value an Ensurance by Oaths and Tests. 

2. Betrothal. Cf. Ensure v. 4 . 

1469 Marg. Paston in Poston Lett. No. 601 II. 340, I 
have non veryknowleche of your ensuraunce. 

3. Comm. The securing against loss in return 
for a fixed payment ; - Insurance. 

x66x T. Mun Eng. Treas. (1664) 6 To be well acquainted 
with the laws.. of the Ensurance office, a 2695 Mrq. 
Halifax (T.), There will be no ensurance here to make you 
amends, as there is in the case of fire. 1755 in Johnson. 
t Ensu rancer. Obs. Also 7-8 insurances 
[f. Ensurance 4 -er.] He who or that which 
gives assurance or confidence. 

1665 Stillincfl. Grounds Prot. Relig. 162 Our Ensur- 
ancer in the main Principle of Faith concerning the Scrip- 
tures being the Word of God, is Apostolical Tradition. 

+ Ensure, a. Obs. rare [a. AF. ensur, f. 
en- (see En- 4 sur Sure ; but perh. to be taken as 
phrase en sur in a state of security.] Sure, confident. 

c 1430 Hymns Virg. (1867) 18 In bis world is hard auen- 
ture : Who-so }>erof is moost ensure, Sunnest schal he be 
schamed and schent. 

Ensure (enjus’i), v. Forms : 5 ensuer, -sewer, 
4- ensure. See also Insure, [ad. AF. enseurer, 
f. en - (see EN- 1 )rOF. seur (mod.F. stir) sure: 
the AF. vb. may be regarded as an alteration of 
OF. asseurer to Assure. 

The word freq. occurs in individual MSS. of Chaucer, but 
the better attested reading in these passages is app. assure. 

The form Insure is properly a mere variant of ensure , 
and still occasionally appears in all the surviving senses. In 
general usage, however, it is now limited to the financial 
sense (with reference to * insurance’ of life or property], in 
which the form ensure is wholly obsolete.] 
fl. trans. To make (a person) mentally sure j 
to convince, render confident. Followed by 
subord. clause. Chiefly pass, and rejl. Obs. 

c 1500 Melusiue 68 They were ensured that they wold & 
sought but good. 1568 Grafton Chron. Hen . V, II. 495 
The French enemies. . ensured themselves to game, .whatso- 
ever before they had lost. 1674 N. Fairfax Bulk §Selv. 147 
That the body do not lock up [souls] there for the sake 
of its hardfastness or closeness, we are ensured. 
f2. To give security to, pledge one’s faith to 
(a person) for the execution of a promise. Obs. 

14x3 Lydg. Pilgr. Soivle iv. xxxviii. (2859) 63,1 ensure 
you feythfully, I shall bryngeyou to a place where yeshalle 
sene hym. 1557 A rihur (Copland) 11. xiii, Here I en- 
sure you by the faithe of my body neuer to departe. 

To pledge one’s credit to (a person) ; to tell 
(a person) confidently that (something is true). 

c 1385 Chaucer L. G. IV. 2115 Ariadne, I swere & yow 
ensure This sevene yer I have youre servaunt be. c 1450 
Why I can't be a Nun 364 in E. E. P. (1862) 147 So God me 
spede, I yow ensewer, Ellys yowre habyte ys no trew token. 
1483 Caxton Cato C iiij, I ensure you that it is trouthe. 
1534 Ld. Berners Gold. Bk. M.Aurel. (1546) Z viij, I ensure 
the, the worme in the tymbre. .doth not so muche domage. 
1642 Fuller Holy <$• Prof .St. iv. xv. 314 She advised him 
rather to marry, ensuring him that no Lady in the land. . 
would refuse him. 

f 4. To guarantee (a thing) to a person ; to 
warrant (a fact). Const to or dat. Obs. 

1460 in Pol. Rel. <$- L. Poems (1866) 62 Nay, that I you 
ensure. 1483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 424/1 Testefyeng and 
ensuryng that the holy man fiacre was ful of wicked & euyl 
arte. 1528 Roy Sat., I durst ensure the one thynge, 1733 
Neal Hist. Purit . II. 574 AU which he ensured upon his 
royal word. 

t b. To guarantee (an expense). Obs. 

1738 Johnson Let. Cave in Boswell (1887) I. 122 And 
since the expense will be no more, I shall contentedly in- 
sure it. 

t 5. To engage (a person) by a pledge or contract. 
c 1400 Rowland 4* O. 160 He es ensurede to myn erne & 
mee. 1440 J. Shirley Dethe K. fames (x8i8) 9 Yn the 
same wise bene ye sworne and ensurid to kepe youre peple. 

f b. esp. To engage by a promise of marriage, or 
(rarely) by marriage itself ; to betroth, espouse. 
Cf. Assure 4 . Obs . 

c 1450 Lonelich Grail Hi. 1019 So that ensured thanne 
bothe they were, And for the Mariages they ordeyned 
there. 1523 Ld. Berners Froiss. I. cxl. heading, Howe the 
yonge erle of Flaunders ensured the kynges doughter of 
Englande. c 2530 — A rth. Lyt. Bryt. (18x4) 237 Let vs . . 
sende for the arehbysshop, to then tent to ensure you to- 
gyther. C1550 Cheke Matt. i. 18 After his mother Mari 
was ensured to Joseph. 2558 Bp. Watson Sev. Sacram, 
xxviii. 177 When the two parties . . haue sayde these 
woordes, then bee they ensured and iustly married together. 


x6o6 G. WToodcocke] tr. Hist. Ivsiine 79 b, No other maide 
should be contracted and ensured to any husband, etc. 

6 . To secure, make safe \ against, from risks), 
a 1704 L’ Estrange i JA A mendicant contracted with a 
country fellow . . to ensure his sheep for that year, 1776 Sir 
J. Reynolds Disc, vin- (1876-. 424 Sufficient to ensure us 
from alb error and mistake. 2847 Mrs. A. Kerr Hist. 
Servia 426 To ensure her friends against any sort of re- 
action. 2883 Munch. Exam. 26 Nov. 5/3 The Swiss lake 
steamers are. .too toylike to ensure their passengers against 
reasonably probable risks. 

+ 7, Comm. To Insure (a person’s life, pro- 
perty, etc.). Obs. 

x693_ Halley ui Phil. Trans. XVII. 602 The price of 
ensuring the Life of a Man of 20. 2747 Scheme Equip. 
Men of War 40 ’Tis natural for us to ensure our Effects. 

8 . To make certain the occurrence or arrival of 
(an event;, or the attainment of (a result) ; = As- 
sure 5, 

1742 Young Nt. Th. vii. 633 All promise, some ensure, a 
second scene. 2796 Burke Regie. Peace Wks. 1842 I L 380 
Whether the authority . /can ensure their execution.^ 1839 
Tmm.\v\Lh Greece 1 1 ; 339 Having taken no precautions to 
ensure regular supplies. 2879 W. H. White in Cassell's 
Techn. Eauc. IV. 80/1 By this arrangement it is ensured 
that there shall be no leak. 

9. To make (a thing) sure to ox for a person ; to 
secure. 

2770 Langhorne Plutarch (1879) I. 518/2 Ensuring them 
the victory. 2799 Wellington m Gurw. Disp. I. 48 The 
only rule, which, .can ensure for the officers, .the conveni- 
ences which they have a right to expect. 1847 L. Hunt 
Jar Honey x. (1848) 138 It ensures us an intercourse with 
a nation we esteem. 1862 May Const. Hist. (1863) I. i, 12 
A constitutional government ensures to the King a wide 
authority. 

£nsn*rer. rare. [f. prec. + -er.] He who or 
that which ensures, fa. One who vouches for, 
guarantees, f b. One who guarantees another 
against loss ; an underwriter ; = Insurer, c. 
One who or that which renders (anything) certain. 

2654 Whitlock Zootomia 35 Wouldest thou have a Policy 
on Heaven?, .make the Poore thy Ensurers. a 1660 Ham- 
mond Wks. 11684) IV. 482, 1 will once set up the E usurer’s 
Office, that whatever goes out on that Voyage, shall never 
miss to come home with gain. 2693 Luttrell Brief Rel. 
(1857) III. 29, 9 merchants on the Exchange, great ensurers, 
are all withdrawn for considerable summs. 1694 S. Johnson 
Notes Past. Let. Bp. Burtiet i. 5 The Pulpits were the 
Ensurers of the King's Word, a 1734 North Exam. m. vi. 
§ 91 (2740) 490 Just as if the Ensurers brought in a Catalogue 
of Ships lost, taking no Notice of Ships arrived. 
Ensurge, var. of Insurge v. Obs. 

+ Ensu/ring, vbl sb. Obs. [f. Ensure v. + 
•ING 1 .] The action of the verb Ensure ; attrib. 
in ensuring-office = insurance-office. 

1709 E. W. Life Donna Rosina 12 The Ensuring Office in 
the Spanish West Indies. 

t Enswa’mp, v. Obs. rare- 1 , [f. En-* 4- 
Swamp sb.] tra?is. To plunge into or entangle -in 
a swamp. Implied in Enswa mped ppl a. 

1702 C. Mather Magn. Chr. n. (1852) App. 183 They 
were like to make no weapons reach their enswamped ad- 
versaries. 

Enswathe, inswatlie (ensw^ft), v. [f. 
En - 1 + Swathe sb. or v.] trans. To bind or 
wrap in a swathe or bandage. Also refl. 

2 597 Shaks. Lover's Compt. 49 Letters sadly pend in blood, 
.. Enswath’d and seald to curious secrecy, 2827 De 
Quincey Last Days Kant Wks. III. 126 Nesting and en- 
swathing himself in the bedclothes. 2830 H . N. Coleridge 
Grk. Poets ( 1834) 340 Then did they bathe thee in a fresh pure 
stream, .and enswathed thy limbs In a white robe, 
b. transf. and fig. 

1830 Aird in Blackw. Mag. XXVIII. 822 A lucid air en- 
swathed her head. 1842 Tennyson St. Simeon Stylites 74 
Inswathed sometimes in wandering mist. 2857 J. Pulsford 
Quiet Hours 274 Dense vapours were enswathmg the soul. 
2873 Browning Red Cott. Night-c. 235 Your smile enswathes 
me m beatitude. 

Enswatbement (ensw^i-ftment). [f. prec. 
+ -MENT.] The action of enswathmg, or the 
condition of being enswathed : concr. that in which 
anything is ens wathed or enfolded* Also fig. 

2877 Blackie Wise Men 65 All vital power.. in moist en- 
swathement grows. 2883 H. Drummond Nat. Law in Spir. 
W. vii. (1884) 225 We.. define the soul as an invisible en- 
swathement of the body. 2887 E. C. Dawson Life Bp. 
Hannington 27 The cramping enswathements of the Roman 
system. 

Ensweep : see En- prefO 3 . 
t Enswee'ten, v. Obs. Also insweefcen. 
[f. En- 1 + Sweeten v.] trans , To infuse sweet- 
ness into; to sweeten. Also fig. 

2607 Walkington Opt. Glass 58 which more ensweeteneth 
the breath. 1627-77 Feltham Resolves 1. viii. 22 The 
bitterness of Reprehension is insweetned. a 2640 Jackson 
Creed xi. xxv. Wks. X. 477 The very name of peace would 
ensweeten our thoughts. 

Ensynopticity (emsin^pti*siti). rare- 1 , [f. 
En-^ + Synoptic + -(i)ty.J A capacity for taking 
a general view of a subject. 

2855 Whately Select. Writings 38 There is, perhaps, no 
faculty so much the gift of nature as Totality (or ensynop- 
ticity). 

Ent T « Obs.—° [a. Fr. ente late L. Hinpotax 
cf. Imp.] A scion or graft. 

1648 Hexham Dutch Did., Eester, an Ent, a Scion,. a 
Sprig, or a Graft. 
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■ Ent 2 (ent). a. (qnasi-^.) Metaph. rare, [ad. 
late L. ent is : see Ens.] See quot. (rendering 
of Gr. rd 6 v). 

x88. . H. Jackson’ in Encycl. Brit. XVIII. 315 Starting 
from the formula ‘the Ent i, or existent) is, the Nonent is 
not ’, Parmenides attempted, etc. Ibid., The Ent, i.e. the 
existent unity. , which reason discovers beneath the variety 
and mutability of things. 

-eat, suffix, a. hr. -ent, ad. L - ent-em , the end- 
ing of pr. pples. of vbs. of the 2nd, 3rd, and 4th 
conjugation, as ridsnt-em , currentem , audientem. 
(In the pples, of the 3rd and 4th conjugation 
this ending represents OAryan -nt-, or perh. -ent-, 
of the ablaut-series -ent-, - ont -nt-', cf. Skr. -ant-, 
-at-, Gr. -OVT-, Goth, -and-, OE. -end - ; in those of 
the 2nd conjugation it represents this suffix com- 
bined with the thematic - e - of the vb. ; similarly 
the -ant- of the 1st conjugation includes a thematic 
-a-.) In OFr. this suffix and the corresponding 
-ant-ein of the 1st conjugation were levelled under 
-ant, the sole ending of the Fr. pr. pple., as 
riant, pourant, mourant, levant (:— L. levantem). 
At a later time many L. forms in -ent-, which had 
'acquired an adj. sense, were adopted in Fr. as adjs. 
with the -ent- unchanged, as diligent , evident ; 
some of these were duplicates of living ppl. forms 
in -ant, as convenient — convenant, provident— 
pourvoyant, confident ~ confiant. The Fr. words 
in -ant, -ent, which were adopted into Eng., have 
^generally retained the form of the suffix which 
they had in Fr. ; but since 1500 there has been 
a tendency to refashion them after Lat, and hence 
several words in -ant have changed that ending 
for -ent, either entirely or in certain senses. In 
mod. Eng. also many Lat. words in - entem have 
been directly adopted, always in the form -ent. The 
conflict between Eng. and Fr. analogies occasions 
frequent inconsistency and uncertainty in the pre- 
-sent spelling of words with this suffix ; cf. e. g. 
assistant, persistent ; attendant, superintendent ; 
dependant, -ent, independent, 

2. In sense the words in -ent, -ant are primarily 
adjs., sometimes distinctly ppl., as convergent , 
obsolescent , errant, peccant ; some, however, are, 
like many words of the same type in Lat. and Fr., 
used as sBs. (either in addition to the adj. use or 
exclusively), meaning ( a .) a personal agent, as 
agent, claimant, president, regent ; (A) a material 
agent, as coefficient, current , ingredient, secant, 
tangent , torrent ; esp. in Medicine, as aperient, 
astringent, emollient, expectorant. 

Entablature (entarblatiui). Also 7-8 in-, 
[ad. (? through Fr. ; see quot. 1611) It. intavola - 
tura, {. intavolare , f. in in + tavola table.] 

1 . Arck. That part of an order which is above 
the column ; including the architrave, the frieze, 
and the cornice. 

x6xx Cotgr, Entablature, an intablature. 1664 Evelyn tr. 
F re ari’s Arckit, xiv. 38 The Entablature [orig. Fr. entable- 
ment 3 (that is to say, Architrave, Freeze, and Cornice). 1726 
Leoni Alberti's Arckit. I. 13b, Columns, Architraves, Inta- 
blatures, and Coverings, 1760 Gray Carr, (1843) 2 °3 Large 
Corinthian columns of fine alabaster. . bearup an entablature, 
and form a sort of canopy over it. 1841 W. Spalding Italy 
It. 1 st. II. 233 In the classical orders, the entablature over- 
powered the columns. 1875 Meuivale Gen. Hist. Rome 
lxxviii. (1877) 665 He was allowed to engrave his own name 
upon the entablature of the temple. 

2 . Meek. a. I11 the marine steam-engine : A 
strong iron frame supporting the paddle - shaft, 
b. The platform which supports the capstan. 

$867 Times 23 Jan. 10 Among other repairs.. has been 
that of the engine entablature, which was split across. 1886 
'■JVM. Caulfield Seamanship Notes 3 Parts of the Capstan 
. .Throw off, spindle, entablature. 

Entablatured ( entar blatiurd), ///. a. [f. prec. 
4- -ed A] Furnished with an entablature. 

1849 F reeman A rchit. 22 An entablatured mask cloking an 
arched body. 1859 SalaJw. round Clock (1861) 199 No 
entablatured colonnade, with nothing to support. 

Eatable (ent^*b’l), v. rare [f. Eh- 1 + 
Table.] trans. To set up or inscribe on a table. 

1865 E. Burritt Walk Landis End 277 A letter of thanks 
which he requested should.. be entabled and hung up. 

Entablement (ent^-b’lment). [a. F. entable- 
ment, £ entabler, f. en- (see En- 1 ) + table Table.] 
a. — Entablature, b. The horizontal platform 
or graduated series of platforms supporting a statue 
and placed above the dado and the base. 

1664 Evelyn tr. Fre art’s Arckit. (R.), They differ nothing 
either in height, substance, or entablement from the feminine 
Ionic, and masculine Doric. 1708 New View Lond. II, 
492/1 Columns and Entablement of the Corinthian Order. 
1800 Month , Mag. XIII. 18 Dado, . means (1) the cubic 
part of the pedestal of a column^ or of a statue, included 
between the base and the entablement. 1865 Reader 9 Dec 
662 The figure., standing upon a series of entablements. 

T Entaxll, sh Qbs. rare “h In 4 enteccEe. 
[f. next vb.] A symptom of an illness. 
c 1350 Will. Palerne 558 , 1 • » told him al treuly J?e entecches 
of myn evele. 


t Euta*ch, ent e ‘eh., v. Obs. Forms : 4-5 
entech, -teach., -fetch., 5 entateh, (entachch), 
5-6 entach. [a. OF. entachier, entechier, to im- 
bue with any quality, infect (cf. mod.F. enticher 
to infect), f. en- (see En- 1 ) + lache, teche, spot, 
mark, contagion, * trait * of character, etc. ; perh. 
ultimately identical with iacke, *tac Tack: see 
Attach.] 

1 . trans. To stain, defile; to infect. 

c 1374 Chaucer Boeth. iv, iii. 120 Who so \>a£ euer is en- 
teeehed and defouled wi}> yuel. c 1430 Lonelich Grail 
1. 259 Non Of hem Entachched was with non Maner Synne. 
1481 Caxton Myrr. in. x. 156 Alle we abyde entetched and 
soylled therby [by Adam's sin}. 1483 — G. de la Tour D 
iij. And of this manere the moost parte of the world is en- 
tatched and ouercome. 1509 Hawes Past. Pleas . (1845) 137 
With fervent love and fyry lemes entached. 

2 . To imbue with any quality, good or evil. 
See Enteched ppl. a. 

3 . ?To link together. [?var. Attach] rare— 1 . 

c 1450 Merlin xviii. 288 Thei were so thikke and so en- 
tacched ech amonge other, that mo than a thousand fill in 
to the river. 

Hence Ente-ched ppl. a ., imbued with certain 
qualities or dispositions ; only with qualifying ad vbs. 
[So OFr. bien, mal entechie.'] 

c 1374 Chaucer Troylus v. 832 On of the best enteched 
creature, That is or shal, while that the world may dure. 
a 1420 Hoccleve De Reg. Princ. 150 A croked hors never 
the better is entecchede, Althoughe his bridelle glistre of 
goide and shyne. 

Entackle : see E prefX 1 b. 

t Entail, sbX Obs. Forms: 4 entaille, 4-7 
entaile, -yle, (4 Sc. eyntayill, 5 entaylle, -eyle). 
[a. OF. entaille fern., n. of action f. entailler En- 
tail vX ; cf. l’r. entalh, OSp. entaile, Pg. entalho. 
It. intaglio masc., of similar meaning.] 

I. Cutting, carving ; pattern or shape. 

1 . Ornamental carving ; sculpture. Also concr. 

c 1300 K. Alls. 4671 A schryne, Of entaile riche and fyne. 

c 1400 Rowland <$• 0 . 412 Ane helme of riche entayle, Of 
precyouse stanes the appayrayle. c 1400 Destr. Troy 1650 
Caruen in Cristall by crafte of Entaile. 1430 Lydg. Citron. 
Troy 1. vi, Aryche ymageofsylver. . of meruaylous entayle. 
c 1530 Ld. Berners Arth. Lyt. Bryt. (1814) 139 Foure con- 
dytes meruaylously wrought by subtyil entayle. 

concr. c 1430 Lydg. Bochas 11. xv. (1554) 54 b, Nothing 
sevn of all the whole entaile. 

2. trans/. ‘Cut’, fashion of a garment; shape, 
pattern, outline ; figure, stature. Also, guise, sem- 
blance. 

c 1320 Seuyn Sag. (W.) 2671 Honge we him in his entaile. 
c 1325 Poems temp. Edw. II (Percy.) lvi, A new entaile have 
thei i-fend. .The raye is turned overthwart, c 1400 Rom. 
Rose 1081 Aboute hir nekke of gentyl entayle Wasshete the 
riche chevesaile. c 1430 Lydg. Bochas 11. xxvii. (1554) 63 a, 
Among which hilles. .Been craggy roches most hidous of 
entaile. c 1570 Thynne Pride # LowL, Another was there, 
much of his entaile. 

3 . The phrase of good {rich') entail (sense 1,2) 
was app. taken as — ‘of good quality'. Hence 
(Persons) of entaile \ of ‘ quality’ or rank. 

c 1330 R. Brunne Chron. Wace. c 1380 Sir Ferumb. 730 
A smot him on }?e helm an he? bat was of god entaille. c 1430 
Syr Gener. (Roxb.) 3608 With ix hundreth knightes of good 
entaile. c 1430 Lydg. Min. Poems (1840) 188 Cytryne of 
colour, lyke garnettes of entayle. a 1450 Le Morte Arth. 
3273 And yiffe we may wyth spechys spede Wyth trew 
trewthes of entayle. 

II. The keeping accounts by tallies. 

0:488 Liber Niger In Househ. Ord. 70 He [Chief Pantrer] 
receivythe the bredeof the Sergeaunt of the bake-house by 
entayle. Ibid. 77 Ale or beer, .pourveyede by entayle. 

Entail (ent<?H), sbC Law. Forms: see En- 
tail vC [f. Entatl v.%] The action of entailing ; 
the state of being entailed. 

1 . The settlement of the succession of a landed 
estate, so that it cannot be bequeathed at pleasure 
by any one possessor ; the rule of descent settled 
for any estate ; the fixed or prescribed line of 
devolution. Also in phrases : To break , cut [off) 
the entail, Statute of entails. Entail male. 

c 1380 [see transferred use 2 a.]. 1467 Bury Wills (1850) 

47, I wylle that myn execute’s and myn feffeis see the best 
mene that they can in restory ng ageyn to the olde intaile 
of the seid place. Ibid. 50 Not conteynyd in myne dede of 
entayle. 1580 Powel Lloyds Cambria 138 To his heires 
male by an especial Entaile aforesaid. x 6 ox Shaks .Alts 
Well iv. iii. 313 For a Cardceue he will .. cutth’ intaile from 
all remainders. 1660 Burney K ep8. A lapov (1661) 54 In pass- 
ing of Fines and cutting of the Entails. 1712 Arbuthnot 
John Bull (1755) 49 His sister Peg’s name being in the en- 
tail, he could not make a thorough settlement without her 
consent. 1742 Richardson Pamela III. 405 My father too 
. . might have cut off the Intail. 1759 Robertson Hist. 
Scot. (1802) 1. 1. 223 By introducing entails . . to render their 
possessions unalienable and everlasting. 1796 Jane Austen 
Pride $ Prej. (1833) 268 This son was to join in cutting 
off the entail 1839 Keightley Hist. Eng. I. 252 The 
statute of entails . . is also to be referred to this reign. 1876 
Bancroft Hist. U.S. III. iii. 341 Entails were not perpetual ; 
land was always in the market, 

2 . transf. and fig. in various senses : a. The 
securing (an office, dignity, privilege) to a pre- 
determined line of successors; a predetermined 
order of succession, b. The transmission, as an 
inalienable inheritance, of qualities, conditions, 


obligations, etc. c. Necessary sequence, d. concr. 
That which is entailed ; a secured inheritance. 

a. C1380 Wyclif Wks. (1880) 391 Men supposen J>is 
entaile [of tithes] was not expresly confermyd bi criste. 
iSSS Bradford in Strype Eccl. Mem. 111. App. xlv. 131 
Thoughe the Quene . . dishery t the right heyres apparent, 
or breake her lathers intay le. x 6 zz Bacon Hen. VII Wks! 
(Bohn) 315 So as the entail might seem rather a personal 
favour to him and his children, than a total disinherison to 
the house of York, a 1699 Stillingfl. Serm. II, l (R.) t 
How comes the entail to be made to all his [St. Peter’s] suc- 
cessors? 1827 Hallam Const. Hist ^ (1876) III. xv. 182 
Harley , .zealously supported the entail of the crown on the 
princess Sophia. 

b. 1706 De Foe Jure Dip. vin. 188 They’re Traytors 
else to the Entails of Sense. 1780 Burke Econ. Ref. Wks. 
1842 I.246 An intail of dependence is a bad reward of merit. 
1866 J. Martineau Ess. 1. 218 The natural entail of disease 
and character. ^ 1879 Geo. Eliot Theo. Such ii. 36 That 
entail of social ignorance. 

C. 1 662 Stillingfl. Orig. Sacr. 11. vi. § 10 If God by his 
immediate hand of providence did not cut off the entail of 
effects upon their ^natural causes, a 1847 R. Hamilton 
Rew. «$• Punishm. il. (1853) 82 The entail of vice upon the 
circumstances of the present life. 

d. 3:822 Byron Werner 11. ii. 305 Ignorance And dull sus- 
picion are a part of his Entail will last him longer than his 
lands. 

f 3 . pi. (See quot. ; app. humorous use of phrase 
belonging to' 1.) 

1790 W. Marshall Midi. Counties (E. D. S.) s.v., When 
the reapers come near to the finish, they cut off each other’s 
entails, or ends of the lands : the whole finish together. 

t Entail, vX Obs. Forms: 4-5 entaille, 
entaylle, Sc. entailze, (6 entally), 4-7 entaile. 
Also 6 intaile, -yle. [a. OF. entaille-r, corresp. 
to Pr. enialhar, entaillar \ Sp. entallar, It. inta- 
gliare late L. intaledre, £ in into + taledre (Fr. 
tailler) to cut.] 

1 . trans. To carve, sculpture ; to make carvings 
upon, ornament with carvings ; to portray or re- 
present by carving. 

c 1394 P. PI. Credo 167 A curious cros craftly entayled. 
01400 Rom, Rose 140 Wei entailled With many riche por- 
traitures. 1481 Caxton Myrr. in. xi. 158 In thyse grete 
colompnes or pylers . . were entaylled & grauen the vii scy- 
ences. .1483 — Gold. Leg. 355/3 They wold not entaylle ne 
kerue hit [an ydolle]. 1555 Far die Facions n. i. 117 Plate 
. .curiously wrought and entallied. 1590 Spenser B\ Q. 11. 
iii. 27 Golden bendes, which were entayld With curious an- 
tickes. 1637 J. Anchoran Porta Lingua-rum 183 A Carver 
or an image maker, graves, carves, and entailes a statue. 

absol. a 1500 Chaucer’s Dreme xi Couth well entayle in 
imagery. 

b. irate sf. with reference to embroidery. 

c 1340 Gaw. $ Gr. Knt. 612 Tortors and trulofez entayled 
so J?yk. 

c. In passive (cf. mould, carve , etc.) of a living 
body. 

1501 Douglas Pal. Hon . 1. xxxix, His bodie welll en- 
tail?eit euerie steid. 

2 . To engrave in intaglio, rare as distinct sense. 

1538 Leland I tin. VII. 57 [Cornelines] and other Stonys 

wel entaylid for Seales. 1577-87 Harrison England in 
Holinshed xxiii. 128 Costlie stones alreadie intailed for 
seales. 

3 . To cut into, make an incision in. 

x6oi Holland Pliny (1634) II. 250 Leafed after the maner 
of passe-floures . . but that they be intailed or indented 
deeper. 

b. absol. 

1590 Spenser A". Q. 11. vi. 29 The mortall steele despkeously 
entayld Deepe in their flesh. 

4 . To cut notches in a f tally’; to keep an ac- 
count by tally. 

c 1488 Liber Niger in Househ. Ord. 78 The yomen of the 
pycher house, .intayle with both buttlers of wyne & ale. 

Entail (ent^ii), vf Forms : a. 4 ~6 entaile, 5 
entayle, 7- entail. #. 5-6 intaile, -yle, 7-8 in- 
tail. [f. En- 1 + AF. taile Tail a. or taile sb., en- 
tail. In legal Anglo-Lat. (16th c.) intalliare. See 
further under Tail a.] 

1 . Law. trans. To convert (an estate) into a 
‘fee tail’ {feudum talliaUim ) ; to settle (land, an 
estate, etc.) on a number of persons in succession, 
so that it cannot be bequeathed at pleasure by any 
one possessor. Const, on, to, upon. 

1380 Wyclif Wks. (1880) 390 Lande entaylid by mannys 
lawe. 1466 Mann. $ Househ, Exp, (1841) 341 The said 
Herry schalle bye and entayle v. markes worthe of londe 
to hym and his eyres. 1495 Act 11 Hen. VII, ^ c, 60 
Pream., Londes and tenementis whiche were intailed to 
him and to his Auncestres. 1500 Greene Never too late 
(1600) 55 What Lands to sel, how they were either tied 
by Statute, or Intaild ? 1642 Fuller Holy <§* Prof. St. 1. 
xiv, 45 The old man being onely Tenant for life, and the 
lands entaild on one young Gentleman, 1670 Milton Hist. 
Eng. vi. Wks. (1851) 241 An old craft of the Clergy to secure 
thir Church Lands, by entailing them on some Saint. 
1765 Act 5 Geo. Ill, c. 26 Pream., [They] should convey, 
settle, ana intail the lands so to be purchased. 1824 Miss 
Mitford Village Ser. l (1863) 87 The house and park., 
were entailed on a distant cousin. 1856 Emerson Eng. 
Traits, A ristocr. Wks. (Bohn) II. 86 They cannot sell them 
[houses], because they are entailed. 

2 . transf. and fig. To bestow or confer as if by 
entail ; to cause to descend to a designated series 
of possessors ; to bestow as an inalienable pos- 
session. 

1509 Hawes Examp. Virt. xiL 240 The other gardyn is 
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celestyall . . And is entayled to vs in generall. 1513 More 
Edw. V, 3 The Crowne of the Realme [was] entayled to 
the Duke of Yorke and his Heires. 1589 Pappe zv. Hatchet 
B, Neuer entaile thy wit to the eldest. 1593 Shaks. 3 Hen. 
VI, 1. i. 194, I here entayle The Crowne to thee and to 
thine Heires for euer. 1630 Prynne God no Impostor 2 
The benefits of the Gospell are intavledvpon them alone. 
1649 Selden Laws Eng. 1. xii.. (1739) 22 Nor then had the 
Pope the whole power herein intailed to his Triple Crown. 
1682 Burnet Rights Princes ii. 57 Bishops might have en- 
tailed their Sees to their Kinred or Friends. 1703 Pope 
Thebais in Thou Fury, then, some lasting curse entail, 
xyga Fielding Amelia n. iii, Can I bear to think of en- 
tailing beggary on the posterity of my Amelia? 1800 
Colquhoun Comm. Thames Pref. 7 Intails distress and 
obloquy on an innocent ^ offspring. 1870 Lowell Study 
Wind. 214 Luther . . entailed upon us the responsibility of 
private judgement. 

f b. In occasional uses: To make (a person) 

* heir ’ to a .possession, condition, etc. ; to cause a 
person to become permanently (something). Ohs. 

1627-77 Feltham Resolves 1. xxxvi. 61 Either of these 
intail a mans mind to misery, a 1659 Osborn Characters , 
$c. (1673) 639 For he did undo By writing them, what Wit 
entayl’d thee to. < 1683 Penn. Archives I. 79 Amount to soe 
vast a sume as will entail me yo r Perpetual! Debtor, 
f 3. To attach as an inseparable appendage to, 
upon, an estate or inheritance ; hence gen. to ‘ tack 
on’, attach. Ohs. 

1593 Nasiie 4 Lett. Confute 63 It hath pleased M. Printer 
. .to mtaile a vaine title to my name. 1807 Heywood Woman 
Kilde Wks. 1874 II, 94 All !us mad trickes were to his land 
intailed, And you are heyre to all. <71645 Howell Lett. 
(1650) II. 17 Upon the latter of which the Musulman empire 
is entayld. 1669 Bunyan Holy Citie 8g FI is Name was al- 
ways so entailed to that Doctrine. 17x3 Derham Phys. 
Theol. iv. x88 The allotment of Food is., entailed to the 
very Constitution and Nature of Animals. 

4. To impose ( inconvenience, expense, labour) 
upon a person. Chiefly said of circumstances or 
actions ; hence occas. of personal agents. 

1665 Boyle Occas. Rep. tv. xix (1675)281 Yet Custom has 
so Entail’d some ways of Expence upon some Stations in 
the World, xyjx Junius Lett. xiii. 223 What an enormous 
expense is entailed . . upon this unhappy country. 1826 
Scott Provinc. Antiq. Which shall, so long as the building 
stands, entail disgrace on all who have had to do with it. 
1846 Prescott Feed. § Is. I, i. 95 The long wars ..which 
a disputed succession entailed on the country. 1851 Glad- 
stone Glean. IV. IxL 42, 1 . .shall not entail upon your Lord- 
ship the charge of handing to and fro replications and re- 
joinders. i860 Tyndall Glac. 1. § 16. 104 The great amount 
of labour which this [assistance] might entail upon him. 

5. Simply . To bring on by way of necessary 
consequence. Of premises : To involve logically, 
necessitate (a particular conclusion). 

1829 Southey Sir T. More I. 267 A conquest which 
brought with it no evil and entailed no regret. 1839 E. D. 
Clarice Trav. 13*1/1 The scheme . . was found to entail 
greater evils than those he was labouring to put down. 1854 
Thackeray Newcomes I. 32 The weight of business which 
this present affliction entails. 1856 Dove Logic Chr. Faith 
Introd. 4 That failure would not entail the conclusion 
that, etc. 

Entailable (enteHab’l), a. [f. Entail vP + 
-able.] Capable of being bequeathed or trans- 
mitted by entail. 

1689 Consid. Succession <<$■ A lleg. 16 The Crown has. .been 
declared entailable. 1796 Morse Amcr. Geog. 1 . 627 [In Vir- 
ginia] Slaves as well as lands were entailable during the 
monarchy. 1807 Ann. Rev. V. 176 The entailable amount 
might be proportioned to the rank of peerage. 

Entailed (ent^vld \ ppl. a. rf. as prec. + -ED 1 .] 
Of land, an inheritance, etc. : Transmitted by en- 
tail. Alsoy%; 

1531 Dial, on Laws Bn?. 1. xxix. (1638) 52 The .. recovery 
must be taken in this case . . as recoveries of other lands 
intailed bee. 1767 Mrs. S. Pennington Lett. IV. 38 
To restore to his destitute family an entailed estate. 1790 
Burke Fr. Rev. Wks. V. 78 To claim and assert our 
liberties, as an entailed inheritance derived to us from our 
forefathers. 1818 Cruise Digest VI. 21 If B. claimed a 
share of the entailed lands. 1845 McCulloch Taxation 1. 
iv. (1852) 125 O wners of entailed estates. x86o Puse s Min. 
Pi’oph. 14 Until the entailed curse be cut off by repentance, 

t Entai'ler 1 , Ohs. [f. Entail 2/. a + -er.] A 
carver/engraver. 

1570 Dee Math. Pref , More then the common Sculptor, 
Entayler, Kerver. x6xx Cotgr., Burineur, intayler. 

Entailer 2 (enttfbfci). [f. Entail vP + -er.] 
One who entails an estate ; one who executes an 
entail. 

1779 Arnot Hist. Edin. Iv. (1816) 128 The will of the 
entailer. 18x5 Scott Guy M. 1 . We must . . serve him heir 
to his grandfather Lewis, the entailer, n 1868 Brougham, 
The entailer cannot disappoint those children who have 
rights to a portion of his property. 

Entailing (ent?' Tig \ vhl. sh. [f. as prec. + 
-IN© ,] The action of the vb. Entail. 

1538 Starkey England 1. iv. 113 For thys intaylyng. . 
makyth many richles heyrys. a 1674 Clarendon 
xii. 707/2 The entailing upon Them and their Posterities, a 
lasting War. x8x8 Cruise Digest I. 305 A custom of en- 
■. ' tailing. ■ 

Ent ai lment 1 - rare— 1 , [f. Entatl v. l + 
-ment.] The action of ‘ cutting’ or excising. 

1822 Monthly Mag. LIII. 127 He seems to approve of 
Mr. Bowdler’s entailments. ' ■ 

Entailment - (entMmenth [f. Entail + 
-me nt.] The action of entailing (property). 
a 1641 Bp. Mountagu Acts <§* Mon. 11642) 19 By which hew 


way of entaylement. .God. .was. .made his by peculiar Ap- 
propriation. 1832 Marryat N. Forster xxv, Entailment of 
property, .upon the male heir. 1875 T. Hill Tr..e Order 
Stud. 128 Laws of primogeniture, entailment of estates. 

t Entain, v. Ohs. In 4 enteyn. [alteration of 
Attain, q. v.j irons. To overtake, affect = Attain 5. 

c 1380 Sir Ferumbr. 2590 Sche is so mat sche may 1103 1 
go i so hunger hur hauej? enteynte. 

t Entalent, V. Ohs. rare— 1 , [a. OF. enialenter „ 
f. en- (see En- 1 ) -+• talent (ad. L. talent-um a weight, 
that which makes the balance incline, hence) in- 
clination, desire.] trans . To inspire with desire 
or passion ; to excite. Hence Entalented ppl . a. 

c 1374 Chaucer Boeth . v. v. 168 A 1 be it so }>at fe qualites 
of bodies . . entalenten instrumentes of he wittes. 1402 
HoccleveZ^A Cupide in Chaucers Wks. (1532)373 Feruent 
wyl, and entalented corage. x6x6 Bulloicar, Bntalented. 
Entally, obs. form of Entatl vJ 
f E*ntally, adv. Obs. [f. med.L. ent- stem of 
ens (see Ens) + -al + -ly 2; after really , etc,] 

1691 Ed. Taylor Behmen's Theos. Philos, 337 Yet are 
truely, and entally or really, but not essentially. 

+ Enta*me, vf Ohs. Also 4 entamy, 5 en- 
tente. [a. Fr. entamc-r =*■ atamer : see Attame.] 

1 . trans. To make a cut into, wound. Also Jig. 

c 1330 R. Brunne Citron. Wace (Rolls) 12387 Fie. .entamed 
boj>e his bryn. CX380 Sir Ferumb. 3699 pe helm was so 
hard y-\vro3t, pat he mijt entamy him no^t, WyJ» no dynt 
of swerde, 1393 Gower Conf. I. 66 If thou thy con- 
science Entamed hast in such a wise. °ta 1400 Mode Arth. 
xi6q 'I'hey fande no flesche entamede. 1480 Caxton Ovids 
Met. xiL xii, Loves of bred hole & entamed. 1490 — 
Eneydos iv. r8 The whiche trees soo cutte and entamed. 

2 . To make the first cut in. Hence fig. To open 
(a discussion, conversation, etc.). Cf. F. entamer. 

1475 Caxton Jason 90 She entemed and began to opene 
her mater in this wyse. 1483 — Gold. Leg. 110/3 Whyche 
of them bothe shold entame or bygynne to take of the breed. 
c 1500 Melusine 299 He had not entamed nor shewed the 
matere to no man. • 

Entame p. 2 [f. En- 1 + Tame.] a. 

trans. To tame ; to subdue, f b. inir. To grow 
or become tame. Ohs. 

1600 Shaks. A. Y. L. in. v. 48 ’Tis not .. your cheek of 
cream, That can entame my spirits to your worship. 1768 
J. Ross Ode en Loss of Friend , MS. Wks. 223 My trembling 
frame With some felt impulse shrinks, and all my pow’rs, 
entame. 1855 Singleton Virgil 1 . 111 All are., at much 
cost entamed. 

Entangle (entarrjgl), v. Also 6 entangel, 
6-8 intangle, [f. En- 1 + Tangle sh. and z >.] 

(The primary reference may have been to boats or oars 
caught in ‘tangle ’or sea- weed this being the original sense 
of the sb.), but the wider sense appears in our earliest 
quots.) 

I. To catch or impede with a tangle. 

1 . trans. To involve, impede, cause to stick fast 
in coils, network, or anything ‘ tangled’ or inter- 
laced. Hence in wider sense i To involve in sur- 
roundings that impede movement, or from which 
extrication is difficult. 

a. x555 Eden Decades W. bid. i. m. (Arb.' 1 77 Attemptinge 
to goo throwgh the grasse & herbes they were soo entangled 
& bewrapte therin. Ibid. (Arb ) 193 In them [the sandes] 
many shyppes are entangled. 1665 Manley Grot in s’ Lcnv - 
C. Warres 213 One of the greatest Ships . . entangled with 
another Ships Cables. 17x0 J. Clarke Rohaulfs Nat. Phil. 
(1729) I. 115 All these Particles of Matter must be broken 
where-ever they are . . intangled with those that join to them. 
X71X Addison Sped. No. 42 F x Lest she should entangle her 
Feet in her Petticoat. 1722 Sewel Hist. Quakers {xq $9' I. 
in. 205 Being entangled in the ropes in leaping down. 1726 
Thomson Winter 926 Entangled in the gathering ice. 1777 
Watson Philip II ix 839) 203 If any of them should . .be en- 
tangled in the mud. 1824 W. Irving T. Trav. II. 236 A 
vessel! entangled in the whirlpools. 1835- 6Todd Cycl.Anat . 
I. 229/1 Agaric and sponge entangled the blood and retained 
a coagulum on the spot. 

3 >S 7 ° Levins Manip. 128 Intangil, illaqucare. x6x6 
Surfl. & Markh. Countr. Forme 317 Sheepe. .loosing some 
of their lockes of Wooll vppn the hedges .. poore Bees now 
and then become intangled therein. 

b. esp. To catch or bold fast in a snare or net,* 
to ensnare. Also fig. 

a. 1568 Grafton Chr on. II. 741 ThsDevilliswont writh 
such witchcrafts, to wrap and entangle the myndes of men. 
1651 Hobbes Leviath. 1. 23 He will find himself entangled 
| in words, as a bird in lime twigs. 1711 Steele Sped. N o. 
139 F 1 The Snares in which France has entangled all her 
Neighbours. 1773 Burke Sp. Relief Prat. Dissenters 
Wks. X. 33 Nets that entangle the poor fluttering silken 
wings of a tender conscience. 1841 DTsraf.li A men. Lit. 
(1867) 59 2 Entangled in the meshes of political parties. 1870 
Bryant Iliad 1 . 11. 4a Saturnian Jove hath in an evil net 
Entangled me most cruelly. 

| 3 . 1576 Fleming Panoplie Ep. 287 They intangle them- 
selves in the same webbes of woe, x6xx Bible Matt. xxii. 
15. 1692 E. Walker tr. Epictetus’ M or. xxv, Be not here 

intangled by The too great Lustre that beguiles your eye. 

c. transf To involve in intricate paths or 
among obstacles ; also fig. with reference to a meta- 
phorical 4 maze’ or ‘ labyrinth 

x6xx Bible Ex. xiv. 3 They are intangled in the land, the 
wildernesse hath shut them in. a 1649. Dkumm, of Hawtu. 
Irene MTcs. 173 That labyrinth wherein they are like to in- 
tangle and lose themselves. 1725 De Foe Vay: round World 
(18401 90 Our Madagascar ship was. .entangled among rocks 
and currents. 1790 Burke Fr. Rez>. Wks. V. 58 Entangled 
in the mazes of metaphysic sophistry. 1823 Lamb Elia 
Ser. r. x. (1865 83 You get entangled in another man’s mind, 
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even as you lose yourself in another man’s grounds. . *850 
Prescott Peru II. 245 The Spanish commander became 
entangled in the defiles of the mountains. 

f d. inir* To become entangled. Obs. ra?*e. 

1628 Cowley Piramus t? Thisbe iv, A Bird. . By struggling 
more entangles in the Gin. a 1673 Horton in Spurgeon 
Treas. Dav. Ps. xciv. 19 Boughs usually catch, and intangle 
one in another. 

2. fig. To involve in difficulties; to engage (a 
person] in undertakings, quarrels, etc., from which 
it is difficult to withdraw ; to embarrass, hamper ; 
to involve in mental difficulties, perplex, bewilder. 
Formerly also absol. f to cause entanglements. 

a. 1540 Act 32 Hen. VIII, c. 38 § 1 The vsurped power 
of the Byshoppe of Rome hath always entangled and. 
troubled to the mere mrisdiction and regall power of this 
realme. 1555 Eden Decades IV. hid. n. ix. (Arb.) 132 , 1 fynde 
my wytte more entangeled in the description hereof. 1606 
Shaks. Ant. $ CL tv. xiv. 48 Yea, very force entangles It 
selfe with strength. 1683 (Temple Mem. Wks. 1731 1 . 4x0 The 
others were entangled still in some Difficulty or other. 1798 
Nelson 25 Oct. in Nicolas Disp. (1845) III. 159 You will . . 
not entangle yourself by undertaking to embark the troops 
for France. 1833 Ht. Martineau Manch. Strike viii. 87 
Getting entangled in a complimentary speech. 1858 Froude 
Hist. Eng. IV. xviii. 52 The Pope, .had endeavoured to 
entangle his nephew in the conspiracy. 1871 TyndaLl 
Fragm. Sc. I. xviii. 462 He was long entangled in Electro- 
chemistry. 

p. 1563-87 Foxe A. 4 M. III. 357 He might intangle 
hfrnself, but should do his Brother no good. 1597 Daniel 
Civ. Wares 1. Ixxi, Intestine strife, of force, The apt-divided 
State intangle would. X699 Burnet 39 Art. i. <1700) 20 This 
is rather a flight of Metaphisicks that intangles one, than 
a plain and full conviction. 1750 Johnson Rambler No. 
22 F 5 Intangled in consequences which she could not 
foresee. 

i*b. To bind by embarrassing engagements to 
another person. Ohs. 

1620 Horse Subsec. 106 A Prodigall . . is so entangled 
to other men, that hee is neuer master of himselfe. 1632 
Lithgow Trav. vii. 331 Not being intangled to wife and 
children, etc. ■ 

C. To involve (a person) in compromising rela- 
tions with another. Cf. 3 . 

1888 F. Hume Mad, Midas 1. i, He became entangled with, 
a lady whose looks were much better than her morals. x888 
A. K. Green Behind Closed Doors iii, She could never have 
become entangled with him. 

+ d. To encumber (land, an estate). Ohs . 

1601-2 Fulbecke %ud Pt. Par all. 63 The partie morgag- 
ing, incumbring, entangling, or aliening the land. 1616 Sir 
R. Dudley in Fortesc. Papers 16 My Estate in England is 
entangled, partly by a suite in the Chauncery. 

II. 3. To make tangled ; to twist, interlace, 
or mix up in such a manner that a separation 
cannot easily be made. 

1555 Eden Decades W. hid. t. m. (Arb.) 77 The sea was 
euery where entangeled with Ilandes. Ibid. 196 The formes 
of their letters are muche more crooked and entangeled. 
1601 Holland Pliny I. 190 They have not so soone clasped 
and intangled it [the trunke] with their taile, but they set 
their venomous teeth in the Elephants eare. 1671 Milton 
Samson 763 Entangl’d with a poisonous bosom snake. 1713 
Lond. % Country Brew. 1.(1742) 50 The spirituous Parts 
are more entangled, and kept from making their Escape. 
i860 Tyndall Glac. 1. § 27. 212 The flakes were composed 
of these exquisite [snow] blossoms entangled together. 

b. fig. To render (a subject, etc.) complicated 
or intricate ; to complicate %vith. 

1672 A. Marvell Reh. 1 'ransp. 1. 104 He had intangled 
the matter of Conscience with the Magistrates Power. 
1677 Govt. Venice 269 Your Scholars rather intangle and 
perplex Councils than clear them. 1695X0. Preston Boeth . 
v. 2x2 The Question . . was intangled with many others. 
1768 Sterne Sent. Journ. Mystery , Two other circum- 
stances which entangled this mystery. 1879 F roude Czesar 
xxviiL 481 The story is entangled with legends. 

Entangled (entse-qgTd), ppl. a. [f. prec. + 
-ed 1 .] In the senses of the vb. : a. Caught or held 
fast in anything tangled ; ensnared, b. Involved in 
difficulties ; embarrassed, perplexed, fc. Of an 
estate : Encumbered {obs.). d. Interlaced ; com- 
plicated, intricate. 

1561 T. N orton Calvin’s Inst. x. 30 Such as in Scripture 
are to our capac'itie douhttull and entangled. 1598 Jf. 
Dickenson Greene in Cone. { 1878* 134 Now wrought she 
011 his intangled wits as on an anuill. 1653 Milton Hire- 
lings Wks. 11851) 384 The obscure and m tangl’d Wood 
of Antiquity. 1662 Stillingfl. Orig. Sacr. in. i. § 7 No- 
thing Can bee a greater evidence of an intangled mind. 1670 
Marvell Let. Mayor of Hull Wks. 1 . t6o The discourses, 
growing long and intangled, one of the members, .rose up. 
1680 Burnet Rochester 167 To recover an intangled Es- 
tate. 1735 Somerville Chase 1. 160 Seek’st thou for Hounds 
to. , brush th’ Entangled Covert ? 1762 Falconer Shzpwr. 
h. (1819) 47 All the entangled cords in order placed. 1768 
Blackstone Comm. III. 329 Heaps of entangled convey- 
ances or wills of a various obscurity, 1856 Stanley. Sinai 
# Pal. ii. 12 1 A somewhat entangled and delicate question. 
1862 H. Spencer First Princ. 11. xx. (1875) 440 Each 
deposit must be differently distributed by the entangled 
currents. 

Hence f Bnta-n-g-ledly adv., in an entangled man- 
ner. f Bntangrlediiess, the state of being en-, 
tangled. . ■ X, 

x6ix Cotgr., Perplexement, perplexedly, intricately, in- 
tangledly, troublesomeljr. 1687 H. More Contn. Remark. 
St or. 428 It was usual with these Goblins, .to wind all this 
Yarn on these old pieces of Lumber, so perplexedly and en- 
tangledly. x6xx Cotgr,, Perplexity, intanglednesse. 1684 
j T. Burnet Th. Earth 1. 24T Much of that intapgledness 
which we find now in astronomy, would be taken away. 
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• Entanglement (entse’rjg'lment). Also f -8 
in-, [f. Entangle v. + -ment.J 

1. The action of entangling ; the fact or con- 
dition of being entangled, confused medley. 

1687 H. More App. Antid. (1722) 194 The intanglement 
of multifarious Contradictions in the Conception. 1748 
Richardson Clarissa (1811) III. 80 The different webs that 
offer to him for the entanglement of a haughty charmer. 
1835 -6 Todd Cycl. Anat. I. 229/1 The entanglement of blood 
in the cellular coat of the vessel. 1845 Darwin Voy. Nat. 
viii. <1879) 160 Produced by the entanglement of the single 
threads. 2856 Kane A ret. Exfil. I. iv. 42 Serious risks of en- 
tanglement among the broken ice-fields, i860 Tyndall Glac. 
1. § 2. 21 Great was the entanglement of fissures. 1861 Tul- 
loch Eng. Purit . i. 109 In all that concerns Cromwell the 
entanglement is extreme. 1871 Blackie Four Phases i. 122 
He kept himself out of all political entanglement. 1875 
Stubbs Const, Hist I. xiii. 638 Without entanglement of 
machinery or waste of power. 

b. An instance of entanglement. 
ai 6 go E. Hopkins in Spurgeon Trias. Dan. Ps. xi. 6 All 
the involucra and entanglements of Providence shall be 
fully unfolded. 1836 J. Gilbert Chr. Atonem. viii. {1852} 
239 Thus entanglements arise not easy to be unravelled. 
1868 Freeman Norm . Cong. { 18761 II. viii. 278 The first 
entanglements between Normandy and Anjou. 

2. A means of entangling ; that by ■which a 
person or thing is entangled ; an embarrassment, 
a snare ; a circumstance which complicates or 
confuses a matter. 

*637-6° Row Nisi. Kirk (1842' 475 These civile honors 
and employments are verie great entanglements to Christ’s 
ministers. 1644 Milton Judgm. Bucer Wks. 1738 I. 281 
The Roman Antichrists have knit many a pernicious entan- 
glement to distressed Consciences. 1691-8 Norris Pract. 
Oise. (1711)111. 17 A very great let and intanglement to 
him m his enquiry after Truth, 1727 Bradley Earn. Diet. 
s. v. Corn, Those salts., cut and remove the entanglements 
of the different buds which are contained in each seed. 
1768-74 Tucker Lt. Nat. 11852 II. 552 Pleasure is a sly 
enchantress ..we have need of all our eyes to keep clear 
of her entanglements. 1875 Jowett Plato fed. 2) IV. 267 
These are a few of the entanglements which impede the 
natural course of human thought. 1878 Seeley Stein III. 
357 Here was a new entanglement, the plot of a quite new 
historical drama. 

b. Naut. ‘ A cable stretched athwart the mouth 
of a river or harbour, with stout spars of wood 
lashed to it, to prevent the entrance of an enemy’ 
(Adm. Smyth), 

1888 Daily News 20 July 6/1 The booms, or rather en- 
tanglements, which are to protect each of the entrances to 
our anchorage. 

Entangler (entse’ijglaj). [f. as prec. + ~er L] 
He who, or that which, entangles or ensnares. 

* 59 * Percivall..?/. Diet., M aranador, an intangler. 1719 
D’Urfey Pills III. 126 Upon the Exchange ’twixt Twelve 
and One, Meets many a neat entangler. a 1821 Keats 
Sleep 4* Poetry Poems 256 Silent entangler of a beauty’s 
tresses. 

Enta'ngling, vbl.sb. [f. Entangle v. + -ing 1 .] 
The action of the verb Entangle. 

1501 Percjvall Sp. Diet., Embaraco, let, stop, entangling. 
a 1049 Drumm. of Hawth. Irene Wks. 170 Anxious entan- 
gHng apd perplexing of consciences. 1754 Richardson Gran - 
dison. This entangling with all its painful consequences. 
Entangling (entae-gglii)), ppl. a. [f. as prec. 
+ -ING That entangles. 

a 1628 Sir J. Beaumont Poems , Dial, bet to. World, 
Pilgr., 4 Vertue, My paces with in tangling briers are 
bound. 1636 Destr. Troy 210 Then him. .They seiz’d, and 
with intang ling folds Embrac'd His neck. 1735 Somerville 
Chase in. 42 Thick with entangling Grass, or prickly Furze. 
1746-7 Hervey Medit. (1818) 47 Escaped from an entan- 
gling^ wilderness. 1884 Chr. World 12 June 433/1 En- 
tangling alliances with foreign nations are to be avoided. 

Hence Elntanglingly, adv., in an entangling 
manner. 

1878 Scribn. Mag. XVI. 38 '1 The rest of the road pre- 
sented, .deeper bogs, and more entanglingly strewn rocks. 

t Enta-ppesse. Obs. rare- 1 , [f. OF. entapiss- 
lengthened stem of entapir , f. en- (see En-1) + 
tapir to hide.] The action of seeking covert : said 
of a fox. 

(If the reading of the original ed. be correct the word must 
app. have been confused with Untapeze to break covert.) 

1719 D’Urfey Pills II. 269 The Fox has broke Covert, 
let none lag behind, We’ve had an [ed. 1872 no] Entappesse, 
she runs up the Wind. 

t Enta'pisse, V. Obs . rare- 1 , [a. OF. enta- 
fisser, f. en- (see En- prefX) + tapisser , f. tapis 
carpet.] trans. To carpet. 

*595 Lodge Fig /or Momus Sat. v, An humble cote en- 
tapissed with mosse. 

jf Entasis (emtasis). [mod.L., a. Gr. ivraais, f. 
tvra-, frreivetv to strain.] 

1. Arch. l A delicate and almost imperceptible 
swelling of the shaft of a column’ (Gwilt). 

1827 Gent l. Mag. XCVII, 11. 605 The very idea of an en- 
tasis in the columns. 18. . Nat. Encycl. I. 202 They 
diminish, ^with an imperceptible entasis. 1866 Felton A nc. 
4 Mod. Gr. II. viii. 144 The external lines of the columns 
are carved also, forming a hyperbolic entasis. 

f2. Pathol. ‘ Old term lor tonic spasm’ (Syd. 
Soc. Lex.). 1753 in Chambers Cycl. Supp. 

Entask : see En- pref . 1 1 b. 

Entassment (entae'sment). fad. F. entasse - 
ment, f. en - (see En- 1 ) + tas heap.] Aheap, ac- 
cumulation. 1864 in Webster ; and in mod. Diets. 


Entachch, entateh : see Entach. 
t Eutatic (entas-tik), a. Med. Obs . * Also 
erron. entastic. [a. Gr. evran/t-vs, f. hr a-, IvrCiv- 
ei v: see Entasis 2.] Of or pertaining to entasis. 
Of medicines : Aphrodisiac. 

1822 J. M. Good Study of Med. I. 265 The spasms were 
sometimes clonic or agitatory, instead of being entastic or 
rigid. 1847 Craig, Entastic . So 1864 in Webster ; and in 
later Diets. 1882 Syd. Soc. Lex., Entatic. 

t E-nti, a. Her. Obs.~° [a. Fr. ente pa. pple. 
of enter to graft] Said of an emblazonment in 
which one coat of arms is engrafted or impaled in 
another. 1736 in Bailey: and in mod. Diets, 

f Entech, -teech, variants of Entach, Obs. 
t Ente'climent. Obs. rare- 1 . [? f. enteche , 
Entach v. 4- -ment ,* in Douglas perh. f. En- 1 + 
Teach + -ment.] The action of teaching ; a lesson. 

1513 Douglas VEneis xi. iv. 41 And ryeht hard bene the 
first entechment [L. rudimenta] Of haisty batall to thaine 
bene nocht acquent. 

Enteer(e, obs. form of Entire. 

Entelechy (enteriekib Philos. Also 7 en- 
teleehie, entelech ; 6 in Gr. form entelecheia ; 
7-9 in Lat. entelechia. [ad. Gr. 4 i/TeA*x aa > £ * v 
-f dat. of re'A -os perfection +■ *x~ civ to have.] 

1 . In Aristotle’s use : The realization or complete 
expression of some function; the condition in which 
a potentiality has become an actuality. 

1603 Florio Montaigne w. xii.j A632' 304 Aristotle, .cal'eth 
[the soul] Entelechy, or perfection moving of itselfe. 1652 
J. Smith Sel. Disc. x. 500 Wickedness is the form and en- 
telech of all the wicked spirits. 1655 60 Stanley Hist. 
Philos. (1701) 256/1 The Soul is the first Entelechy of a 
natural organical body, having life potentially. 1837 Whe- 
well Hist. Induct. Sc. 11857) I. 43 The Entelechy, or 
Act, of a moveable body. 1842 Sir W. Hamilton in Reid's 
Wks. I. 202/2 note , Aristotle defines the soul, the Form or 
Entelechy of an organized body. 1850 Maurice Mor. 4- 
Met. Philos, (ed. a) 194 Motion is the entelechy (the per- 
fecting power or principle) of the potential as potential. 

2. In various applied senses (apparently due to 
misconceptions of Aristotle’s meaning) : a. That 
which gives perfection to anything ; the informing 
spirit, b. The soul itself, as opposed to the body. 

1603 Harsnet/V>/. Impost. 5 When his Holiness the King 
of Spaine and Parsons theyr Entelechie were plotting beyond 
the seas, a 1652 J. Smith Sel. Disc. iv. 114 He seems to make 
it [the soul] nothing else, .but an enteleehia or informative 
thing. 1652 Urqvhart Jesvel Wks. (1834' 231 The purest 
parts of the separated entelechises [mV | of blessed saints. 
1659 Shir le y^ JHf onoria 4* Mam. 1. i, Soul . / that bright en- 
telecheia Which separates them from beasts. 

3 . The name given by Leibnitz to the monads 
of bis system. 

1877 E. Caird Philos. Kant v. 92 It is better to give the 
general name of monads or entelechies to those simple sub- 
stances that have only perception. 

U Entellus (enters), [mod L. app. from the 
proper name Entellus : see Virg. JEn. v. 437-472. 

The name was first proposed by Dufresne, Bulletin Soc. 
Philomath,, 1797 ; but he does not explain the reason for his 
choice of it. Cf. other (past or present) specific names of 
Indian monkeys, Anchises, Priam us, Rhesus , Irus.) 

An East Indian species of monkey of the genus 
Semnopithecus (S. entellus). 

1843 Jrnl. A slat. Soc. Bengal XII. 169 It [the Semno- 
pithecus Johnii] is more suspicious and wary than the En- 
tellus. 1847 Carpenter Zool. § 151 The Entellus abounds 
over almost every part of India, 

Enteme, var. of Entame vA Obs. 
t Eate’mper, v. Obs. Also 4 entempre, -i. 
[var. of Attemper ; in AF. entemprer (Bozon).] 

1 . trans. a. To temper, qualify by admixture ; to 
modify or moderate by blending with something 
of different or opposite quality, b. To modify the 
temperature of \e.g. water). 

c 1290 Lives Saints <1887) 319 Euerech of )?eos foure ele- 
menz entempriez obur. Ibid. Ake 31 f fov nimst 113 1 puyr 
hotwatur and dost cold P° v Bi^t it makien euene 

wlach and entempri it so. CX400 \x. Lanf rands Cirurgie 
29 The neschenesse is entempered & ystrengthyde. 

2. To moderate, to restrain ; = A'i temper 4. 
c 1380 Sir Ferumb. 164 Entempre J>ou beter )>y tonge. 

Entempest : see En- prefd 2 . 

Entemple (ente-mp‘ 1 ), V. [f. En- 1 + Temple.] 
trans. To enclose as in a temple; to enshrine. 
Also fig. Flence Ente*mpling vbL sb. 

X603 Dekker Grissil (1841') 14 What virtues were en- 
templed in her breast. 1685 H. More Para. Prophet. 246 
There to be en templed in more illustrious Temples. Ibid, 
izyq Theodosius . . allows the en templing of them with all 
Magnificence. _ 1830 W. Phillips Mt. Sinai 1. 282 Natural 
effluence of spirit within Mystic entempled. 1858 Bushnell 
Serm. Ne7v Life 13 In that manner to receive and entemple 
the Infinite Spirit. 

Entempre, var. Attempre a. Obs., temperate. 

1297 R. Glouc. (1724) 429 Entempre he was of mete, and 
drynke, and of slep also. 

Entencion, -sion, -tion, -tional : see Int-. 
Entend, -anee, -ible, -ment : see Intend. 
t Ente-ndant, a. Obs. Also 4-5 entend- 
aunt. [a. Fr. entendant , pr. pple. of entetidre to 
hear, attend to.] a. Attentive {to), b. In attend- 
ance. -Attendants, i and 2. 
a. [1292 Britton i. ii. § 18 Et voloms qe nos viscountes 


et nos baillifs soint entendauntz a eux et a lour maunde- 
mentz.] c Cursor M. 2542 Bad alletilhimentendauntbe. 
1387 Trevisa Higden (Rolls- III. 425 And but )>ou be en- 
tendaunt . . to myn commaundements . . I schal sende men 
)>at schal scourge J>e. 1389 Eng. Gilds 93 And if y deen 
be comaundeed for to be entendaunt hem for to helpen. 
1393 Gower Conf HI, 365 Jeweseke and Sarazines, L'o him 
I sigh all entendaunt. 3480 Caxton Citron. Eng. n. (1520) 
i5b/iThe Kynge of Fraunce .. commaunded that al men 
sholde be as entendant to Kynge Leyr . . as it were unto 
hymselfe. 

t Ente*nder, V. Obs. Also 7-8 intender, 
[f. En- * + Tender a.] trans. To make tender ; to 
melt (the heart) ; to enervate ; .to weaken. 

1594 Southwell M. Alagd. Fun. Teares 126 And my in- 
nocent blood [would] entender bis adamant heart. 16x8 
Bolton Floras in. iii. 171 The daintinesse of the ayre and 
soyle entendred their spirits. 1669 Woouhead St. Teresa 1. 
Pref. 14 All which do much serve for intendring the heart. 
1742 Young Nt. Th. 11. 525 Virtue alone calenders us for Life: 
1 wrong her much— en tenders us for ever. 1753 Smollett 
Ct. Fathom (1813) I. 34 Her heart was too much intendered 
to hold out., against all the forms of assault. 1765 Goldsm. 
Ess. 13 A social heart entender’d by the practice of virtue. 
Entent, etc. ; see Intent, etc. 
t IS’nter, sb. Obs. [f. the veib. 

(The form e litre may in some instances belong to this 
word ; but the examples cannot be distinguished from those 
in which it belongs to Entry. 1] 

1 . The action of entering ; the power or right 
of entering; a legal entry; concr. a means or way 
of entrance; a passage. 

c 1430 Lydg. Bochas vm. xiii. <1554) 185 a, Gaue hym enter 
and possession. 1563 Bp. Gardiner in k'oxeA. 4- At. 732 b, 
My brother of S. Dauids, maie like a champion with his 
sword in his hand make enter for the rest. 1588 Shaks. 
L. L. L. v. i. 141 His enter and exit shall bee strangling a 
Snake. 

2 . [Confused with Fr. enter to graft.] 

1693 Evelyn De la Quint. Compl. Card. II. 105 Graffing 
and Enter, or Ingraffing, are Sinonimous Terms. 

Enter (e*nt gi), v. Forms; 3-8 entre, (3 
entri, 4 entere, entur', 4-5 entree, entyr(e, 
4-- enter, [a. Fr. entrer = Pr. entrar , intrar, Sp,, 
Pg. entrar, It. entrare , intrare L, intrdre, re- 
lated to inter between, intro inwards, intrd within. 

The L. vb. was used both as trans., and as intr. with in = s 
into ; in Fr. the intr. use was alone adopted, and passed 
into Eng. The trans. senses 9-15 are derived from the 
similar senses of enter into (1-8), perh. with some influence 
from Lat.] 

I. To go or come in. 

* intr. (Often conjugated with be.) 

1 . To go or come into a place, building, room, 
etc. ; to pass within the boundaries of a country, 
region, portion of space, medium, etc. Also^, 

a. Const, into, 'fin ( = ‘into’), rarely d unto. 
Now largely superseded by the trans. use 10, but 
retained where the notion of penetration into the 
interior of a place is sought to be emphasized. 

c 1300 K. Alis. 4488 In a castel he entred' thare. CX325 
E. E. A Hit. P. A. 38, I entred in \>-at erber grene. c 1386 
Chaucer Miller's T. 399 That ilke nyght, That we ben 
entred into schippes boord. c 1400 Destr. Troy 3007 H oner- 
able Elan was entrid in pe tempull. c 1400 Maundf.v. v. 
(1839) 37 In his tyme, entred the gode Kyng Edward of 
Knglond in Syrye. Ibid. 56 At that Cytee entrethe the 
Ryvere of Nyle into the See. 1568 Grafton Chron. II, 
263 Syr for Gods sake enter againe into your Ship. 1703 
Maundrell Journ, Jems. (1732)5 We entred into a Woody 
Mountain. 1796 H. Hunter tr. St. Pierre’s Stud. Nat, 
<i 799 )ni. 339 Enter .into it [harbour] then at this time 
while day-light remains. 1843 Marry at AL Violet xxxv. 
290 We . . entered into a noble forest. 
fg. C1384 Chaucer H. Fame 111. 19 Now [0 Apollo] 
entreth in my brest anoon. 1547 Homilies 1. Good Works 
(1859) 58 What man . . doth not see and lament to have 
entered into Christs religion such false doctrine. 171* 
Steele Sped. No. 2841* x When this Humour enters into 
the Head of a Female. 1875 Jowett Plato (ed. 2) III. 
450 A spirit of reverence enters into the young man’s soul. 

b. simply . To come into the place indicated by 
the context. Of an actor: To come upon the 
stage ; in the stage-directions of plays used con- 
stantly in 3rd pers. imper. sing, and pi. Alsoy%n 

As to the grammatical character of * enter’ as a stage 
direction, cf, the Lat. directions in Caiisto fr Afel/boea 1520, 
which has frequently intret, exeat, and those in Udali’s 
Roister Bolster 1553, where exeat, exeant, cantent, etc. 
appear throughout ; also Bales’ Kynge Johan : * Here the 
Kyng delevyr the crowne to the Cardynall 4 Her go owt 
Sedwsion ’, 4 Here the Pope go out’, 4 Here cum Dyssimu- 
lacyon syngyng of the letany etc. 

a 1300 Cursor AI. 8341 (Cott.) For-pi hir enterd bersabe. 
c 1391 Chauc • r AstroL 11. § 12 The howr of Mercurie en- 
tryng vnder my west orisonte at eue. 1398 Trevisa Barth. 
De P. R. xvn. xx. (1405) The stocke of boxe . . hath noo 
poores where ayre myghte entree, c 1400 Destr. Troy 9107 
pan vnarmyt he entrid, euyn to Jm citie. 1425 Wyntoun 
Cron, viii, xxxv, 75 Ramsay til hym coym in hy And gert 
hym entre. 1557 tr * At ore’s Edw. V. (1641) x6 When he is 
once entred, he creepeth forth so farre. 1500 Siiaks. At ids. 
N. v. i. x86 She [Thisbie] is to enter, and I am to spy Her 
through the wall. 1594 Hooker Eccl. Pol. iv. ix. § 3 A 
way made for Paganism or for extreme barbarity to enter. 
X635 Austin Medit. 194 John . . did . . before Christ entred, 
play the Mediator. 1664 Evelyn Kal. Hort. (1729) 231 The 
Air . . entring by the Furnace-pipes. 1767 T. Hutchinson 
Hist. Pror>. A/ass. ii. 138 The minister, .discovered near 20 
entring. 1839 Thirlwall Greece VII. liv. 41 The king and 
his troops entered first through a postern. 
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c. with pleonastic in (adv.). Somewhat arch. 
or rhetorical. 

1297 R. Glouc. (1724) 47 pel entrede in at Temse mouJ>. 
^1325 CoerdeL. 75 And there we may* without dent, Enter 
in now, verament. t'2425 Wyntoun Cron. 11. viii. 114 And 
entryde in wytht hys menyhe. a 1335 More De quat, 
Noviss . Wks. 81/2 While he wer entring in at y° gate. 1847 
Tennyson Princ. v. 472 Empanoplied and plumed We 
entered in. 

2 . Law. To make entry (into lands) as a formal 
assertion of ownership ; to take possession. Const. 
+ in, into, and simply. (For to enter upon see 9 a.) 

2523 Fitzherb. Surv. 12 b, For and he do, the lorde may 
entre as in landes forfayte to hym. #161 9 Dalton Country 
Just, lxxxiii. (1630) 213 If after the death of the father a 
stranger, .entereth into his land by force. 1721 St. German's 
Doctor <$■ Stud. 32 Though his successor have right to the 
lands* yet he may not enter. 1809 Tomlins Law Diet. s.v. 
Entry, This entry into lands is where a man enters into or 
takes possession of any lands, etc., in his proper person. 
1818 Cruise Digest II. 375 Upon the death of the testator 
his sister entered and married. 

3 . To penetrate into the substance of anything; 
to be plunged deeply. Const, into ; also simply. 

1491 Caxton Vitas Pair. (W. de W. 1495) 1. xxxiii. 28 a/i 
The grounde was soo softe and moryssh that they entred 
up to the raynes. 1539 Bible (Great) Ps. cv. 18 The iron 
entered into his soul. 1667 Milton P. L. vi. 326 The sword 
Of Michael . . deep entring, shar'd All his right side. 

ffo. fig. \a.) To be absorbed ( in thought). 
(b.) In phrase, to enter far within (a person), i. e. 
to have great influence over (him). Obs. 

c 1400 Destr. Troy 3844 Euermore ymaginand & entrond 
in thoghtes. 1601 Holland Pliny xx. xiv, Vindex so far 
entred within him, as he obtained whatsoever he would at 
his hands. 

4 . To become a member in a society, etc. Cf. 23 c. 

1389 Eng. Gilds (1870) 3 Who \>t entryth in same ffra- 

ternite. 1674 Brevint Saul at Endor 2 66 By entring into 
a Confraternity. 1791 Boswell Johnson an. 1730 He fairly 
told Taylor that he could not . . suffer him to enter where 
he knew he could not have an able tutor. Mod. He en- 
tered at St. John’s College. 

+ 5 . To come or be brought into any state or 
condition (sometimes with additional notion of 
place) ; to fall into a disorder, etc. Const, into, 
occas. to, unto. Obs. 

c 1340 Cursor M. 23368 (Fairf.) J>a iois sere J>at ihesus crist 
has di3t til hisqua-sim mat entre in-to j?at blis. 1383 Wyclif 
Matt. xxv. 2t Entre thou into the ioye of thi lord. 1483 
Caxton Gold. Leg. 238/1 Alie they that so consented entred 
in to frenesye and myght not be hool. 1535 Coverdale 
Matt, xviii. 9 To entre m vnto life. 1568 Grafton Citron. 
II. 675 Determined to take part with king Edwarde, with 
whome. .he in small space entred into great grace and high 
favour. 1657 W, Coles A daw. in Eden 155 Those that be 
entred into a Ptisick. 1710 Steele Tatler No. 251 p6 He 
that has entred into Guilt has bid Adieu to Rest. 

0 . To make a beginning, engage (in any action, 
course of conduct, discourse, etc.), a. Const, in 
(arch.), into , occas. f to. 

«i4S° fint. de la Tour( 1868) 8 To the entent that thei 
might praie and entre in orisones. 1552 Abp. Hamilton 
Catech . (1884) aS Afoir we enter to the special declaratioun 
of the x comraandis. 1597 Morley In trod. Mus. Pref., 
There be many who will enter into the reading of my 
booke for their instruction. 1611 Bible Ps. cxlui. 2 Enter 
not into iudgement with thy seruant. 1647 Clarendon 
Hist. Reb. 1. (1843) xx / 1 Though the War was entred in, all 
hope of obtaining money to carry it on was even desperate. 
1712 Steele Sped. No 426 p 1 He entered into the follow- 
ing Relation. 1841 Brewster Mart. Sc. vi. (1856) 89 The 
commissioners entered into an active correspondence with 
Galileo. 1855 Mrs. Carlyle Lett. II, 264 We entered 
into conversation without having been introduced. 1863 H. 
Cox Instit. 1. yin. 333 The returning officer has not . . any 
power of entering into a scrutiny of votes. 1879 M c Carthy 
Own Times II. 24 Ireland would be entered in rebellion. 

t b. simply. Also of a period of time or state 
of things : To begin. Obs. 

1548 Udall, etc. Erasm. Par. Matt, iu, 13 Began and 
entred with the matter that he came for. 3563 Shute 
Archil, D iij a, To beginne with the Pedestal of Corinthia, 
ye shal enter thus. 1586 J, Hooker Giraid. Irel. in Ho- 
Unshed II. 349 There entred a verie fervent affection and 

f ood will between them. 1669 Evelyn Mem. (1857) II. 41 
mploring His blessing for the year entering. 3688 Penn. 
Archives 1. 307 The winter . . is now entred with some 
severity. 

7 . inir. for refl. of branch II. (See 20 c, 23 c.) 
8. To enter into ^ia): in various senses, in 
which the intrans. vb. does not occur simply. 

t a. To look at a particular place in (a mathe- 
matical table). Obs. So Fr. entrer dans. Cf. 16. 

C1391 Chaucer Astrol. n. § 44 With so many entere into 
thy tabelis in he furst lyne. 

b. To take on oneself (an engagement, a rela- 
tion, the duties of an office, etc.). Sometimes 
in indirect passive, f To enter into religion : to 
embrace a monastic life. Cf. 14. 

C1250 Kent. Serm. in O. E. Misc. 35 We .. bieb i-entred 
in-to cristes seruise. c t 290 Lives Saints (1887) 125 For-to 
entri into Ans were : hare he ne ou3te nowjt to do. 

Wyclif Sel. Wks. III. 349 Who is beterid by entryng into 
f>es ordris. c 1386 Chaucer Merck. T. 332 Auyseth yow . . 
How that ye entren in to manage. 1597 Hooker Eccl. Pol. 
v. lxi. § 2 Such kind of baptism barred men afterwards from 
entering into holy orders, a 1631 Donne Paradoxes (i6$z) 
28 The Allegoricall death of entring into Religion. 1647 
May H ist . Parl. il. v. 92 That they all entered into Pay, *71 1 
Steele Sped. No. 79 P 3, I have a mind to put off entering 
into Matrimony till another Winter is over my Head. 3796 


Pegge Anonym. (3809) 388 Our great man was entered in 
Religion* as they called it. 1876 J. H. Newman Hist. Sk. 
1. 1. lii. 340 Trade . . does not care for the religious tenets 
of those who offer to enter into relations with it. 

c. To become a party to; to bind oneself by 
(a league, treaty, etc.) ; to append one's name to 
(a bond). See also Recognizance, Security. 

3535 Coverdale 2 Kings xxiii. 3 And all the people entred 
in to [Wyclif : assentyde toj the couenaunt. 3590 Shaks. 
Com. Err. iv. iv. 328 Master, I am heere entred in bond for 
you. 1593 — Rich. II, v. ii.65 Tis nothing but some bond, 
that he is enter'd into. 1637 Decree Star Ckamb. § 36 in 
Milton A reop. (Arb.) 36 The tike Bond shall be entred into 
by all. 1711 Addison Sped. No. 69 p 1 A Subject of the 
Great Mogul entering into a League with one of the Czar 
of Moscovy, 3767 T. Hutchinson Hist. Prov. Mass. ii. 
2or They entred anew into articles of submission. 2802 
Mar. Edgeworth Mor. T. (1826) I. 220 The agreement, into 
which he had entered. 2 885 Manch. Exam. 2 Jan. 5/3 He 
refused to enter into a treaty with the Indian Government. 

d. To engage in the consideration of (a subject). 

2553 Eden Treat. Newe Ind. (Arb.) 9 To entre into an- 
other matter. 1586 A. Day Eng. Secretary 1. (1625) 112 
The second of these must by insinuation be entred into. 
2663 Stillingfl. Orig. Sacr. 1. vi. § 9 If we should 
enter into their Theology, and the History of that. 1722 
Steele Sped. No. 95 P 3. I . . should be obliged to you if 
you would enter into the Matter more deeply. 2839 G. Bird 
Nat. Philos. Introd. 34 To enter into these speculations 
would however be useless and unprofitable. 2869 J. Mar- 
tineau Ess. II. 45 Into its physiology we do not propose to 
enter. 

t e. To take part in, intermeddle with. Obs. 

1720 Steele Tatler No. 176 p 2 Our Affections must never 
enter into our Business, a 1714 Burnet Own Time II. 207 
Other princes would not., enter into the laws and esta- 
blishment settled among us, 

f. To take an interest in; to take an intelligent 
interest in, understand, sympathize with. 

1797 Godwin Enquirer 1. vi, 43 It is by comparison only 
that we can enter into the philosophy of language. 2833 
B’ness Bunsen in Hare Life I. ix. 404 Entering into every- 
thing and enjoying everything like a child. 2851 Helps 
Friends in C. II. 22, I should enter into his feelings rather 
than into those of the ordinary spectator. 1885 Sir J. 
Hannen in Law Rep. Prob. Div. X. 89 She entered into all 
the arrangements . . in a methodical and rational manner. 

g. To form part of ; to be a constituent element 
in. So also with adv., To enter hi. 

1725 Desaguliers Fires Impr. 252 Lapis Calaminaris, 
which enters into the Composition of the Brass. 2793 
Smeaton Edystone L. § 393 The quantity and species of 
sabulous matter that entered into the texture of the lime- 
stone. 1796 H. Hunter tr. St. Pierre's Stud. Nat. (2799) 
I. 567 These universal correspondencies . . enter into all the 
plans of Nature. 1811 Pinkerton Petral. I. 232 Where no 
secondary stone enters in its composition, I do not see why, 
etc. 2879 Huxley Hu?ne 74 Those compound states of 
consciousness, which so largely enter into our ordinary' 
trains of thought. 1888 Spectator 30 June 884/1 Other 
considerations, some of them trifling enough, enter in. 

h. In Bible phrase, To enter into (another's) 
labours (lit. from the Gr. and the Vulg.) : to reap 
the benefits of what has been done by another. 

1382 Wyclif John iv. 38 Othere men traueliden, and }e 
entriden in to her trauelis. 2526 Pilgr. Per/. (W, de W. 
1532) 22 They laboured . . the vynyarde . . & we haue entred 
into theyr labours, takynge the fruyte of the same. 

0. To enter on, upon : 

a. Law . (Cf. 2 .) To make an entry into (land) 
as an assertion of ownership ; to assume posses- 
sion of (property) ; f to dispossess (a holder of 
property). 

2467 Bury Wills (t% $0)47, I will that myn feffeis and myn 
executo's entre vppon hym and put hym owth. 2655-00 
Stanley Hist. Philos. (. 3701) 23/2 It shall not be lawful for 
any Woman to enter upon the goods of the dead. 2722 
Steele Sped. No. 263 F 6, I shall immediately enter upon 
your Estate for the Arrear due to me. 2809 Bawdwen 
Domesday Bk. 599 Ausfrid, the Priest, entered forcibly 
upon this land of Ralph's, 2828 Cruise Digest III. 329 
He will not distrain or enter on the premises conveyed for 
the recovery of his rent charge. 

b. To make an entrance on ; to take the first 
steps upon (a path, a tract travelled over). 

c 1380 Sir Ferumh. 59 And for )> ward faste on hure way 
[>ey wente, and entrede on J?e brigge. 2659 Hammond On 
Ps. ci. 8 The season wherein David, as a Judge, entring on 
the Tribunal, etc. 1826 Foster vsxLife 4 C<??r. (2846) II. 96 He 
is saved from entering on a scene of infinite corruptions. 
i860 Tyndall Glac. t. § 12. 88 My guide and myself entered 
upon this portion of the glacier. 

C. fig. To take the first steps in ; to do the first 
part of; to begin, take in hand, engage in (a 
process, enterprise). Cf. Fr. + entrer stir (Littr6). 
Also, to begin (a period of time). 

2618 Bolton Florus 1. i. 3 Which of them should first enter 
upon the government and Rule. 1655 Fuller Ch. Hist. 
Ded., I after was entred on a Resolution to dedicate it to 
his Memory. 2672-5 Comber, Comp. Temple (1702) 89 By 
his offering and entring on a treaty. 2704 Addison Italy 
Pref., For before I enter’d on my Voyage I took care, etc. 
1719 De Foe Crusoe (1840) I. xvi. 274, I was now entered 
on the seven-and-twentieth year of my captivity. 1844 
Stanley Arnold II. x. 288 He entered on his Professorial 
duties. 2883 GtLMOUR Mongols xvii, 206 To enter upon a 
contest with evil. 

+ d. To begin an attack upon. Obs. 

1490 Caxton Eneydos xliii. {heading), How Nysus and 
Eryalusmade theymredy to entre vpon the hoost of Turnus. 
1607 Topsell Four-f. Beasts (2673) 54° The Beare dareth 
not to enter upon the wilde Boar, except behinde him. 

e. To begin to deal with (a subject). 


2632 Star Chamb. Cases (1886) 124 Then the Kinges 
Councell entred upon their proofes. 1649 Selden Laws 
Eng. 1. vi. (1739) 14 Thus entred the Prelates upon affairs 
of Kings and Kingdoms. 1722 Addison Sped. No. 339 T 5 
The Day is not too far spent for him to enter upon such a 
Subject. 2727 Wodrow Corr. (1843) HI* 2 §5 This day the 
Committee . . entered on the Church's grievances. 1796 
J ane Austen Pride 4* Prej. v. 191 Her fear, if she once 
entered on the subject. 

* * tram, (formerly sometimes conjugated with 
be.) 

10 . To go or come into (a closed space, e g. a 
house) ; to go within the bounds of (a country, etc.) ; 
to go within (a gate) ; to step upon (a path, a 
bridge) ; to go on board (a ship). Cf. 1 a. 

1340 Hampole Pr. Consc. 402 Yhe sal noght entre, be na 
way Hevenryke that sal last ay. c 1400 Destr, Troy 13880 
No buerne was so bold be brigge for to entre. c 1400 
Maundev. xiii (1839) 144 He most entre the See, at Gene. 
2509 Fisher Fun, Serm. Ctess Richmond Wks. 302 He 
hathe entred the heuen, to appere before the vysage of his 
fader for vs. 1576 Fleming Panoplie Ep. 271 Who being 
discomfited with the storms and tempestes thereof, never 
enter shippe. 2568 Grafton Chron. II. 165 The which, 
with great courage entered Wales. 2592 Shaks. Rom. 
Jitl. ni. i. 7 One . . that when he enters the confines of a 
Tauerne, claps me his Sword vpon the Table. 1711 Steele 
Sped . No. 178 F 2 He . . returns as if he were entring a 
Gaol. 1737 Whiston Josephus' Hist. iv. iv. § 7 They 
soon came to know who they were . . that were entered the 
city. 1756-7 tr. Keysler's Trav. (1760) III. 165 The gate 
which thou enterest. 2802 Southey Thalaba m. i, Some 
traveller, who shall' enter, Our tent, may read it. 1840 
Dickens Barn. Budge i, Who was the young lady that I 
saw entering a carriage % 1876 Green Short Hist. i. 18 The 
band of monks entered Canterbury bearing before them a 
silver cross. 

fig. c 1380 Wyclif Last Age Church (1840) p. xxv, pis 
was J?e firste tribulacioun bat ontrede J>e Cnirche of God. 
2644 Milton Areop . (Arb.) 71 Entring the glorious waies 
of Truth. 1843 Mrs. Carlyle Lett. I. 201 It never enters 
his head to lie under the walnut-tree here. 2862 Trol- 
lope Or ley F. xv. 321 The idea that Lady Mason was guilty 
had never entered her head. 

+ b. To take possession of (the throne the 
crown). Cf. 9 a. Obs. 

2563 Tox^Life in Latimer's Serm. <$• Rem. (1845 - Introd. 
20 Till the time that blessed King Edward entered his 
crown. 2649 Selden Laws Eng . 11. xxii. (1739) 302 Henry 
the Fourth entred the Throne by his Sword. 

c. To take up one’s abode in. Chiefly with 
mixed notion of 12, as to enter a monastciy, the 
cloister (= to become a monk or nun), to enter 
a college , etc. 

2603 Shaks. Meas. for M. 1. ii. 182 This day my sister 
should the Cloyster enter. 

d. To force an entrance into ; to break into 
(a house, etc.) ; + to board (a ship). 

1586 J. Hooker Giraid. Irel, in Holinshed II. 49/1 His 
lodging, .was entred with fire. 2627 Capt. Smith Seaman's 
Gram. xii. 57 There is more men lost in entering, if the 
chase stand to her defence. 4 2726 Shelvocke Voy. round 
World vi. (1757) 202 And seeing their forecastle full of men, 
. . I concluded they had come to a resolution of entering uS. 
1817 W. Selwyn Law Nisi Prius II. 777 Judgment was 
arrested in trespass for breaking and entering a free fishery. 

11 . To make a way into or pass between the 
parts of anything ; to pierce; to penetrate. Cf. 3. 

1623 Shaks. Hen. VIII, 11. iv. 182 This respite., enter'd 
me ; Yea, with a spitting power. 

+ b. Of the agent : To pierce, make a hole into. 
Also fig. to * get an idea into 9 (a person). Obs. 

2703 Moxon Meek . Exerc. 154 Entring the Post first 
with an Augure. a 1728 Penn Tracts Wks. 1726 I, 526, 1 
almost despair of entering some of our Ad versaries, 
f c. Of male animals : To copulate with. Obs. 
1607 Topsell Four-f Beasts (1673) r8 A Mare which a 
Horse hath formerly entred. Ibid., A female asse which 
hath been entered by a male asse. 

12 . To become a member of (a society or organ- 
ized body). So to enter the army, the church, a 
university, tic. Cf. 4. 

Mod. He entered the army at nineteen. A lad of seven* 
teen is too young to enter a university. 

+ 13 . To take the first steps in (an action or 
work) ; to begin. Often with obj. inf. Obs. Cf. 6. 

c 1515 Cocke LorelVs B. (3843) 32 Some to howse the tope 
sayle dyde entre. 2548 Udall, etc. Erasm. Par. Matt. 
iv. 17 To begynne and enter his prechyng. 1563-87 Foxe 
A. <$• M. <15961 77/1 Constantin us .. entred his journie, 
comming towards Italie. 2576 Fleming Panoplie Ep. 49 
The souldiers. .having no stomache to enter conflict and 
skyrmislie, betooke them to flight. 1594 Nashe Terrors 
Night G b, Which before I enter to describe, thus much 
I will informe ye. 2642 Rogers Naaman 256 A workp well 
entred, is truly said to be halfe done. 1703 Moxon Meek. 
Exerc. 29 Made, or, at least, entred at the Forge . . yet 
sometimes Smiths do it on cold Iron, 
b. To begin (a period of time). 
a 1627 Bayne On Eph. (i6s8> 75 Kings. , in entring their 
reigns. 1801 Strutt Sports + Past. 1. i. 23 note. Her 
majesty had just entered the seventy-seventh year of her age. 
+ 14. To come, or be brought, into a certain 
state ; to take upon oneself (a condition, office, 
or relation of any kind) ; to embrace (a profes- 
sion). Obs. exc. in phrase To enter religion (cf. 8 b). 

2563 Homilies h. Resurr. Christ (1859) 430 Then are they 
in very evill case . . that be entred their sleepe in Christ. 
2576 Fleming Panoplie Ep. 282 Over hastie bee they to 
enter wedlocke. Ibid. 342 If you doe enter acquaint- 
ance and familiaritie with him. 1590 Greene Orl. Fur. 
(2862)92 Would these princes, .enter arms as did the Greeks 
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against Troy. x*$&'Edw. Ill, i. ii. We with England will 
■not enter parley. x6xx Speed 7 'Meat Gt. Brit. xvii. <1614) 
33/2 _ Sigeberc .. entered the profession of a monke. Ibid. 
xxviii. 55.1 P. O. Scapula entred his Lieutenantship in 
Britaine. 1651 W. G. tr. Cowel s Inst. 23 Make Oath not 
‘to enter marriage again without the Kings consent. 1888 
Bernard World to Cloister 9 If he enter religion, 
f a5. To enter bond : = ‘to enter into a bond. 3 
(see 8 c). Obs. 

1650 Bmy Wills (1850) 224 Soe that within a moneth after 
my death she enter bond to my trustees of my estate. Ibid., 
If she shall refuse to enter such bond. 

10. To turn to a particular place in (a mathe- 
matical table). Still in nautical use Cf. 8 a. 

1593 Fale Dialling it/2 With this quocient Sine I enter 
the Table, 1644 Nye Gunnery (16701 60, I enter the Table 
.under the Title inches. 1840 Rater Navigation 80 Enter 
Table 5 with the first number of points at the top, and the 
second number of points at the side. 

II. To cause to enter. 

17. irans. To put or bring (a person) into some- 
thing: esp. to take or put (men) on board a vessel. 
.arch. , 

1323 Ld. Berners Fraiss. I. cxx. 143 They decked tbre 
•shyppes, and entred into theym a certayne. 1588 R. Parke 
tx. Mendoza' s Hist. China 387 Whereby to enter the lawe of 
the Gospel into the mightie kingdome of China. 1607 Dek- 
ker North™. Hoe in. i. Wks. 1873 III. 36 But come enter 
him [i.e. ‘show in' a visitor]. x6xx Chapman Iliad 111. 
Comm. (1857) 81 And thus to the last twelve books . . with 
those free feet that entered me, I haste. 1674 Land, Gaz. 
No. 870/4 Laying him on board on the Bow.. [he] entered 
his Men, and made him surrender. 1720 De Foe Capt. 
Singleton xi. 11840) 193 The boat, .was to enter her men in 
the waste* 1845 Hamilton Pop . Educ. vii. (ed. 2) i46Each 
citizen has a legal right to enter his children [in the primary 
schools]. 1847-8 K. Miller First Impr. viii. (1857) 124 He 
would, he said, fairly enter me on the grounds, and intro- 
duce me. 

f b. fig. To admit into a society, etc. ; to in- 
troduce into a condition or state. Const. into 3 
rarely in. Obs. 

■ , , 1594 Hooker Eccl. Pol. in. i. (161 1) 83 Entered wee are not 
into the) visible Church, before our admittance by the doore 
of baptisme. 1606 Shaks. Ant. fy Cl. iv. xiv. x 13 This 
sword but shewne to Caesar with this tydings, Shall enter 
me with him- a 1617 Bayne On Eph. (1658} 8 This' bless- 
ing entreth them into assured possession. 1658 Whole Duty 
Man i. § 31 (1684) 23 Baptism, .enters us into covenant with 
-God. 1719 Be Foe Crusoe (1840) I. i. 4 He would.. en- 
deavour to enter me fairly into the station of life which, etc. 
1723 Blackall Whs. I. 184 By which [Baptism] we are 
entred and initiated into the Christian Church. 

f C. with complement. Obs. 

1607 Shaks. Oor. n. ii. 103 His Pupill age Man-entred 
thus, he waxed like a Sea. 1631 Massinger Believe as You 
List 1. i, With this charitie 1 enter thee a begger. 

US. To introduce (to the knowledge of any- 
thing) by instruction ; to give (a person) initiatory 
information or instruction in ; to instruct initially ; 
to initiate. Obs. or arch. 

1340 Hyrde tr. Vived Instr. Chr. Worn. (1592) Ciij, The 
precepts of wise men, which she had been entred in. 1348 
Udall, etc. Erasm. Par. Pref. 13 b, Sounde meate for such 
as are wel entred. 1607 Shaks. Cor. x. ii 2 They of Rome 
are^ entred in our Counsailes. 1674 Playford Skill Mus. 

I. ii. 41 So that he be already entred upon the Theorie 
of Musick. a 1714 Ellwood A utobiog. 262 He asked me 
..If I would enter his Children in the Rudiments of the 
Latin Tongue. 1732 Berkeley Alciphr. n. §4 Cleophon 
1 .entered him [his son] betimes in the principles of his sect. 
1864 Burton Scot Abr. 1. iv. 229 You are entered in all the 
secrets of his workshop. 

b. To exercise initially ; to train; to fly (a 
hawk) for the first time; to break in (a horse). 
Also, to enter a dog at or to: to put him (while 
’yet untrained) on the scent of. 

1481-90 Howard Househ. B&s. (1844) 508 A kest of hakys, 
when he went to enter them to the rever. c 1575 Per- 
fect Bk. Sparhawkes (ed. Hasting 1886) 17 Enter her in 
this order folowinge. 1598 Florio, Aecarnare, to flesh, to 
enter a dog. x668 Pepys Diary , 21 Dec., Not daring yet to 
use the others [horses] too much, but only to enter them. 
a 1670 Hacket A bp. Williams 11. 143 (D.) Like hounds 
ready to be entred. 1727 Bradley Fam. Diet. s. v. Enter- 
ing of Hounds, The Hare is esteemed the best Game to 
enter your Hounds at. 1873 ‘ Stonehenge' Brit. Sports 124 
The young^ hounds should be entered to fox. x88x Mich ell 
Hawking in Macm. Mag, XLV. 39 It remains only to 
break him to the lure, and to ‘ enter ’ him, each of which 
processes is soon completed. 

19. To put (something) into (another thing) ; 
to put in, insert, introduce. Now chiefly techn. 
[So Fr. entrer (Littre), though the use is not re- 
cognized by the Academy.] 

1373 Barbour Bruce 1. 623 This lettir sail I entyr heyr. 
1647 H. More Song of Soul n. n. m. I, He much perplexed 
is. .Where to make choice to enter his rugg’d saw. 1691 Ray 
N. C. Words 31 Gavelock . .zw Iron Bar to enter stakes into 
the ground. X703M0XON Meek. Exerc. 122 Enter the edge of 
the Draw-knife into the Work. 1787 Best Angling fed. 2) 
29 You must enter the hook at the tail of the worm. 1806-7 

J. Beresford Miseries Hum, Life < 1826) x, xcv, Entering 
your watch at the wrong opening, when it instantly dives to 
your knee. 1830 Gen. P. Thompson Exerc. (1842) I. 244 It 
js therefore politic to enter the wedge by this end. 1839 
F. Griffiths A rtil. Man. (i a 62 1208, 5. .enters shot or shell, 
and rams home, c 1860 H. Stuart Seamen's Catech. 11 
The ball will be entered^ the largest end downward. 1865 
.Bushnell Vicar. Sacr. i. ( 1866) 4 A special care is needed 
lest we enter something into the meaning from ourselves. 

+ b. To enter foot: to begin. Also refit, in 
same sense. ' Obs. 


1618 Chapman Hesiod 1. 141 When first them enter’st foot 
to plow thy land. 1742 Fielding J. Andrews 1. x, He 
. .entered' himself into an ejaculation on the numberless 
calamities which attended beauty. 

c. In backgammon. To place a man again on 
the board after it has been taken up, and unable 
to come in again because the point indicated by 
the throw is already full. 

1870 Hardy & Ware Mod. Hoyle, Backgammon 143. 

20. To put (a name) into a list in writing, (a 
fact or particular) into a description or record ; to 
write down (on paper, a tablet, etc.). Const, in , 
into , on, and simply. To enter (money, goods, 
etc.) to, against : to put down to a person’s account. 

1362 Langl. P. PL A. xi. 253, I was markid, withoute 
mercy and myn name entrid In )?e legende of/if longe er I 
were, c 1391 Chaucer Astral. ji, § 44 Consider thy rote 
fursi. .& entere hit in-to thy slate for the laste merydye of 
December, c 1400 Maundev. xxii. (1839) 2 3 % Thei [alle the 
Mynstrelie] ben. .entred in his Bokes, as for his owne men. 
1323 Fitzherb. Surv. 20 To entre their copyes truely in the 
lordes court e roll. 1376 Fleming Panoplie lip. 196 Such 
discourses, as you have already with painefull pen entered 
into paper. x668 Hale in Rolle's Abridgm. Pref. 8 Let 
him enter the Abstract . . into his Common-place- Book. X727 
A. Hamilton New Acc. E. Ind. I. Cviij, The Publisher., 
has duly entred this Book in the Register of Stationers-hall, 
London. 1783 Burke Report Affairs India Wks. XI. 136 
He did not.. think it proper to enter his answer on the 
records. 1802 Mar. Edgeworth Moral T. (1816) I. xix. 
154 If you received the note from us.. it must be entered in 
our books. 1812 ExdminerzZ Sept. 624/1 They. , determined 
to enter goods to people who never had any dealings. 1828 
Scott P\ M. Perth ix, And not entered against him at the 
long and dire day of accounting. 1844 Lingard Anglo - 
Sax. Ch. (1858) I. App. 361 Parish Churches are entered in 
the ancient record of Domesday. 

b. To hand in at the Custom House a statement 
of the amount and value of (goods exported or 
imported). Also, to register (a vessel) as arriving 
in or leaving a port. 

1634 Sir T. Herbert Trow. A ij b, Such as . . like Mer- 
chants with their goods, enter them, before they ship them, 
1840 R. Dana Bef. Mast xiii. 28 The cargo having been 
entered in due form, we began trading. 1845 McCulloch 
Taxation n. x, (1852) 342 The teas entered for consumption. 
Mod. Newspaper (Heading of paragraphs', Vessels entered 
inwards. Vessels entered outwards. 

c. To insert by name 011 the list of competitors 
(in a race, athletic contest, etc.). Also intr. for refit. 

1634 Lend. Gaz, No. 1938/4 The first Horses to be shown 
and entred there a week before for this year. 1702 Ibid. 
No. 3832/4 The Horses to be enter’d. .14 days before. Mod. 
Please enter me for the Sack Race and Hurdles. Have 
you entered for the Quarter-mile ? 

21. To enter up: a. To enter in regular form 
(a series of items) ; to complete the series of 
entries in (a book) to a certain date. 

Mod. (Comm.) Have you entered up your payments? The 
cash-book had not been properly entered up. 

b. Law. To cause (a verdict, judgement, etc.) 
to be written down in the records of a court. 

a 1734 North Exam. 1. ii. § 48 1 1740) 54 Corruptions by 
the Way, use not to be entered up upon Record. 1873 
Poste Gains m. (ed. 2) 4x4 A judge’s order authorizing the 
plaintiff to enter up judgment and issue execution. 

22. a. Law, To enter an action , caveat , writ, 
etc.; to bring it before the court in due form, 
usually in writing, b. To enter a protest: pri- 
marily of the minority in a deliberative body, esp. 
the House of Lords, to record a protest on the 
journals or minutes ; hence gen. to protest. So 
also, to enter a caution , protestation, , etc. 

a. 1579 F ulke Hoskins' Pari. 129 Chrysostome may enter 
action against him of slaunder and defamation. 1597 Shaks. 
2 Hen. 1 r, il i. 2 Mr. Fang, haue you entred the Action ? 
1884 Law Rep. Prob. Div. IX. 23 The defendant., entered a 
caveat. 

b- 1679 Dryden Tr. Cress, Ep. Ded , Whatever Pro- 
testation you might enter to the contrary. 1699 Bentley 
Phot. 139, I enter’d no caution about it to the Reader. 
1728 in Picton L'pool Mimic. Rec. (1886) II. 86 A motion. . 
made for entring a protest against the above order. 1821 
Q. Caroline Remonstr. Geo. IV, 17 July, The Queen feels 
it to be her bounden duty to enter her most deliberate and 
solemn protest against the said determination. 1884 Pen- 
nington Wiclif ix. 290 He entered his decided protest 
against the system of the Schoolmen. 

23. From sense 20 , with mixed notion of 17 b; 
a. To admit as a pupil, or member of a society ; 
to engage (a servant, workman, etc.), b. To pro- 
cure admission for (a person) as such. C. refit. 
and intr, for 1 eft. Const, among, in. into, ofi. 

a. 1631 Baxter Inf. Bapt. 23 They that are entered under 
him as their Master. 1662 Stillingfl. Grig. Sacr. ii. ii, § 5 
And if the King were chosen out of the Souldiers, he was 
presently entred among the Priests. 1691 Wood At A. Oxon. 
Ill, 358 In the year 1655 making a return to the University, 
he was entred into Ch. Ch. 1748 Anson Voy. 'hi. viii. 370 
He had entered twenty-three men during his stay at Macao, 
*793 Smeaton Edystone L. § 129, I immediately entered 
another able seaman, which . . made the number six. Ibid. 
§ 130, I likewise entered three masons and nine tinners, .to 
take the first turn or week. 

b. 1670 Walton Lives iv. 266 Having entred Edward into 

Queens Cqlledge. 1675 A rt Conientm. ix. § xi. 227 He was 
never enter’d in those academies of luxury. 17x2 Budgell 
Sped. No. 307 F 12 He was entered in a College of Jesuits. 
1722 De Foe Col. Jack (1840) 224 Some, .officers, .entered 
me into the army. 1791 Boswell Johnson an. 1730 Taylor 
was entered of that college* ' 


C. 1689-92 Locke Toleration Wks. 1727 II. in. 324 They 
are free from it who enter themselves of the Company. 
1702 Lond. Gaz. No. 3839/4 All others that enter to pay 
Five Guineas. 1725 De Foe Voy. round World (1840) 77 
The people who were willing to take service with us, and 
enter themselves on hoard. 1870 E. Peacock Ralf Skirl 
I. 6 He therefore entered himself as a clerk to a solicitor. 

t E ‘liter J prep. Obs. rare- 1 , [ad. Fr. entre i-L. 
inter.'} Between. 

c 1420 Pallad. on Hush. m. 455 North ward e of fervent 
grounde, southwarde of colde, And enter both qf hilly lands 
thai wolde. 

Enter, obs. var. Entire, and Inter, to bury. 

Enter-, entre-, prefix , a. Fr. entre - L. inter 
(see Inter-), with senses ‘ between ‘ among % 
‘mutually’. Occurring first in words a. Fr., as 
Enterfeat, Entermise, Enterprise, Entertain ; 
also as an early variant of inter- in words ad. Lat 
In 14- 1 7th c. it was often prefixed to Eng. words, 
many of the compounds so formed being imita- 
tions of synonymous compounds in Fr. Since 
the middle of 1 7th c. this prefix has ceased to be 
employed in the formation of new words ; the 
compounds (of Eng. origin) in which it occurs are 
either obs. or have been refashioned with inter-. 
The more important compounds of enter - will be 
found in their alphabetical place; the following 
are nonce-words or of rare occurrence : 

Enter-a'dvertise v. (Fr. s' 'entre -aver Hr), refit., 
to- inform each other; enterbalhe v. [cf. Fr. 
fehtrebaigner ], refit., to bathe each other ; enter- 
bea*r v. [tr. Fr. s entreporter], ? to carry mutually; 
enterbra'ce v., to embrace mutually; enter- 
brai'd v,, to Intertwine ; enterbre-ak v. [cf. OF. 
entrerompre}, trans., to break between, make 
a break in ; enterbre-ath, breathing between ; 
time for taking breath ; en.terca -11 v. trans., to 
call mutually ; enterea*pering vbl. sb., inter- 
mingled capering, intricate movement ; enterca-r- 
riage, carriage to and fro between two places ; 
enterenge'nder v. trans., to produce (each other) 
reciprocally; entergla-ncing vbl. sb., interchange 
of glances; entergra*ve v. trans., to engrave 
between ; hence entergra'ving vbl. sb. ; enter- 
hi*nder v. trans., to hinder mutually; enter- 
hoTd v. trans., to observe (a treaty) reciprocally ; 
enter lci*ssing ppl. a., mutually kissing ; enter- 
Ie*nd v. [cf. Fr. s entreprbter] Hans., to lend to 
one another; enterlo- ve v. [cf. Fr. s' entr aimer} 
trans., to love mutually ; enterma'rch v. intr., 
to tread on each other's toes ; entermrne sb., an 
intervening mine ; entermrne v. intr., to drive 
mines between or in an interval ; hence enter- 
mining vbl. sb.; enter ewe v. [cf. Fr. s' entre- 
devoir} trans., to owe one another; enter- 
pi'llar [tr. L. inter columnium} , the space be- 
tween two pillars; entersee’k v. [cf. Fr. s' entre- 
c here her], trans., to seek mutually; entershew 
v. [cf. OF. s' entremostrer], trans., to show one to 
another; en.tersh.rne v. [cf. Fr. entreluire], intr., 
to shine or show up between ; to appear partially; 
to glance, glimmer ; entershoirlder v. trans., 
to shoulder mutually, to jostle ; Bence enter- 
shouldering vbl, sb. ; enterspli t v. [cf. Fr. en- 
trefendre], refit., to split one another ; enterspoll 
v. [tr. Fr. s' entrepiller], trans,, to pillage mutually ; 
entersu*ck v. trans., to suck mutually ; enter- 
ta'ke v. [efi Fr. entreprendre and Enterprise 
v. 3 ], trans., to receive, entertain ; enter tea*r v. 
[cf. Fr. s' entredichiref}, trans., to tear mutually ; 
enterwa*rn v. [cf. Fr. s' entf avertir], trans., to 
warn mutually. 

1603 Florio. Montaigne m. viii. (1632) 328 We profitably 
*en ter-advertize our selves of our defects. 1398 Sylvester 
Du Bar tas 11. i. II andie-crafts 21 [They] cast away their 
spears, And rapt with joy, them *enterbathe with tears. 
1603 Florio Montaigne 1. xxvii. (1632) 90 Children killed 
their parents . .to avoid the hindrance of *enterbearing one 
another, 1483 Caxton GohL Leg, 1 10/3 Atte last he opened 
hys dore and sith *entrebraced eche other. 1398 Sylvester 
Du B 'arias n. i. H andie-crafts 209 Their shady boughs 
first bow they tenderly, Then *enterbraid. 1541 R. Cop- 
land Guydon's Quest. Chirurg , The syxth vtylyte that 
Galyen putteth is to *entrebreake [1579 enterbrake], and 
intercyde the matter. 1631 B rath wait Whimsies , Games- 
ter 40 At the end of every act . . the encurtain’d musique 
sounds, to give *enterbreath to the actors. 1603 Florio 
Montaigne 1. xxx. (1632) 104 Those that are much about 
one age, doe generally *entercall one another brethren. 
Ibid. i. xxii. 47 By the changes and *entercaprings of 
which, the revolutions, .of the, .planets are caused. 1598 
Norden Spec. Brit., M'sex 11. 6 For the more easie *enter- 
carriage of thinges between London and it [Hartford]. 
1603 Yu3moMmtougme in. xiii* t 1632) 617 Paine and pleasure 
. ,*enter-engender and succeed one another. 1373 Gas- 
coigne Flowers (R.), Their chiefe repast was by^ ’ enter- 
glancing of look es. 1609 Bible (Douay ) 1 Kings vii. 28 The 
verie worke it selfe of the feete, was *entergraven : and 
*entergravinges betwen the joyntures. 1603 Florio Mon- 
taigne u. in (1632) 190 They are two occupations that 
*enterhinder one another, in their vigor. 1491 Caxton 
Vitas Pair. (W. de W. 1495) 1. lxiii. 114 a/i The whyche 
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paecyon they made and *entrehelden ; For after ofte times 
they vysited eche other. 1591 Sylvester Du Barias 1. ii. 
1050 Water, ’noynting with cold-moist , the brims Of th’ 
*enterkissing turning Globes ext reams Tempers the heat. 
1603 Florio Montaigne in. iii. {1632) 463 They are things 
which *enterlend and *enterowe one another their essence. 
Ibid. 1. xxvii. 94 They *enter!ove one another, and love me 
as much. 147s Caxton Jason 105 They [Medea and Jason] 
*entremarched with their feet under the tables, c 1611 
Sylvester Du Bart as n. iv, Decay 949 Just in the mouth 
of th’ *entermine he [fir’d]. 1541 Elyot Image Gov. (1556) 
135 b, Craftie *enterminynge. 1609 Bible < Douay j x Mings 
vii. 31 The middle *enterpillers [were] square not round. 
1603 Florio Montaigne 1. xxxiv. (1632) in There are ever 
conditions that *enterseeke one another. Ibid. n. xii. 265 It 
was . . a singular pleasure to observe the love . .each endevored 
to *entershew one another. 1562 Phaer AEneid xx. B b 
liij b, Sold fours round ryng not so thicke, Where wal most 
*entershines. 1603 Florio Montaigne n. xii. (1632) 301 An 
overshadowed and darke picture, *entershining with an 
infinit varietie of false lights, a 1649 Drumm. of Hawth. 
Jos. V Wks. 113 At his very sight ., a tumult, confused 
clamour, and *enter-shouldering ofmale-con tents arose. 1605 
Sylvester Du Bartas n. iii. Vocation 301 If that any 
[Stones] fail their foes to hit In full, in flight themselves they 
*entersplit. 1603 Florio Montaigne iii. vii. (1632) 517 
Superiority and inferiority .. must perpetually *enterspoile 
one another. Ibid. 11. xxvi. 387 They, .mutually *enter- 
suck’t each one the others [thumb], 1596 Spenser F.Q. v. 
ix. 35 So did this mightie Ladie..with more myld aspect 
those two to *entertake. 1603 Florio Montaigne 11. xi. (i632) 
240 All are pleased to see them [beasts]. ,*enterteare one an- 
other. Ibid. 1. xxxiv. iti This means of *enterwarning one 
another would bring no small eommoditie into common com- 
merce and societie. 

Enter able (e-ntsrabl), a. [f. Enter v. + 
-able.] That may be entered, in various senses 
of the vb. ; t spec, of an article of commerce, that 
is allowed to be imported. 

1714 Fr. Bk. of Rates S’] Merchandizes, which areEnterable 
in the former Account of Goods. 1787 Nelson 12 Aug. in 
Nicolas Disp. (1845) I. 252 Tamarinds and noyeau I must 
pet smuggled. .The latter is not enterable. 1793 A. Bell 
in Southey Life 11844) I- 4 6x Walked all round Pondicherry. 
Enterable by the sea face from the south. 1858 Haw- 
thorne Fr. 4 It. Jr tils. I. 245 The hotel is. .enterable 
through an arch. 1879 G. Macdonald Sir Gibbie 1. ix. 123 
On neither could he be required to live and act— as now in 
this waste of enterable and pervious extent. 

Enteradenography, -ology : see Entero-. 
Enterance : see Entrance. 

XSnterate (e'nter/t), a. Zool . [ad. mod.L. en- 
ter at-us^ f. Gr. ZvTtpa bowels : see -ate.] Having 
an intestine distinctly separated from the outer 
body-wall. 

1877 Huxlf.y Anat. Inv. An. xi. 652 The possibility that 
anenterous parasites are not necessarily modifications of 
free, enterate ancestors. 

Enterbathe, -bear, -break, -breath, -call, 
-caper, -carriage : see Enter- pref 
Entereept, Enterchaine, etc. : see Inter-. 
f E’nterclose, rnterclose. Obs. [a. OF. 
entreclos, f. entre between + cios : see Close j/a] 

1. A partition, ‘ septum \ . 

.1398 Trkvisa Barth. De P. R. xvil lxxxi. (1495)653 In 
the fruyte of Mirtus ben thre celles and in euery celle thre 
greynes or foure joyned wythout interclose [sine pariete.] 
Ibid., Some greyne is dowble wythoute interclose [Lat. 
absque pariete] as in Celidoyne, and some is double wyth 
rnterclose as the greyne of Narstucium. 

2. Arch. ? A screen, partition. Also attrib. 

c 1450 Voc. in Wr.-Wulcker 590 Interclausum, an enterclos. 
1479 IVill Wulwurth (Somerset Ho.), Lego ad facturam 
le enterelose beate Marie ecclesie. 1485 in Finchaie 
Priory Acc. (1837) 370 Lez enterelose walles tenementorum 
in Ballio. 1601 F. Godwin Bps. of Eng. 308 Ouer against 
which place, vpon the enterelose of the Quier I find written, 
etc. 1851-3 Turner Dom. Archit. II. v. 216 [tr. Liberate 
Roll of 1248] An interclose with door and locks at the en- 
trance of the queen’s new chamber, 
b. ? A space partitioned off. 

The architectural diets, give the definition ‘a passage 
between two rooms \ referring to the following example : 

1478 Wykcestre Itin. i 1778) 288 Le enterelose per quam 
vadit a porta ad aulam [in Wookey cavern] estlongitudinis 
dimidium furlong, et archuata, etc. 

Enter common, -commune, etc. : see In-. 
Enterdeal, obs. form of Xntebdeal. 
Enterdese, variant of Interdice, Obs. 

. || Emter-deux, Obs. rare — 1 , [a. Fr. entre - 

deux ‘ between two \] A 1 go-between * ; in quot. 
a proxy bridegroom. 

1602 Fulbecke Pandectes 25 James King of Scots, .was 
married to Anne. , by a substitute or enter deux. 
Enterdice, var. of Interdice, Obs. 
Enterdiet: obs. form of Interdict. 
Enterdit^e: var. of Interdite, Obs. 
Enterduce : var. of Interpice, Obs. 

Entere, obs. form of Entire. 

Entered (e*nte.id), ppl. a. [f. Enter v. + -ed L] 
In various senses of the verb, e.g. : That lias gone 
or advanced within ; that a person, etc. has gone 
into ; that has been placed on a register. 

1534 Ld. Berners Gold. Bk. M. Anrel (1546) Miij, A 
lorde of noble blonde, and somewhat entred in age. 1796 
Coleridge Ode Departing Year i, Ere yet the entered 
cloud foreclosed my sight. 1887 Pall Mall G. 4 Aug. 2/1 
The entered vassal . . supposed by a legal fiction still to be 
the holder of the estate. 

Enterengender : see Enter- pref* 
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Enterer (emtarm). [f. Enter v. + -er.] | 

1. One who goes or comes into. 

S590 Spenser A". Q. m. xii. 42 Those dreadful! flames .. I 
x hat erst all entrers wont [v. r. won] so cruelly to scorch. 
a 1617 Hieron Wks. (16x9) I. 11 The entrers into this gate 
of life. 1760 J. Scott Elegy iv. (1786' 45 The hope-flushed 
ent’rer on the stage of life. 1858 R. S. Surtees Ask 
Mamma, v. x6 On went the vehicle, leaving the enterer 
to settle into a seat by its shaking. 

1 2. One who is being initiated. Obs. 

1565 Jewel Def. A 'pol. (x 6 xx\ 147 Beginners, or Enterers 
of the Faith, called Catechumeni, x 6 xz Brinsley Lud. Lit. 
iii._ 18 If any require any other little booke meet to enter 
children ; the Schoole of Vertue is one of the principal!, 
and easiest for the first enterers. 

3. One who t enters ’ for a race, etc. 
xjq&Brit. Mag. 48 A constant Enterer at New-market 
Races. 

Enteres, var. of Entresse, entrance. 
Enterfa.i)re, -feir, -fire, obs. ff. Interfere v. 
f Enterfea't. Obs. Also 7 interfeafc. [ad. 
Fr. entrefaite, f. eritrefaire to do (something) be- 
tween or mutually, f. entre (see Enter- pref . ) + 
faire to do.] pi. Deeds (of arms) on both sides. 

16x4 Raleigh Hist. World iii. 139 The varietie of which 
enter-feates was such that the Thebans themselves were 
drawne by the losse of the haven of Corinth to sue for peace. 
a 1662 Land 11. 465 During which Interfeats of 

Arms, and Exchange of Pens. 

Enter flow, obs. form of Interflow. 
Enterglance, -grave, etc.: see Enter- pref. 
Enteric (ente-rik), a. Anat. and Path* [ad. 
Gr. tvrepuc-os, f. eprepov an intestine.] Of or per- 
taining to the intestines. Enteric fever : typhoid 
fever. 

1869 E. A. Parkes Pract. Hygiene (ed. 3V 541 The fatal 
cases of ‘ continued fever ' are from enteric (typhoid) fever. 
1878 Bell Gegenbauers Comp. Anat. 112 The enteric 
cavity. Ibid. 523 These plexuses are distributed on the 
enteric tube. 

Entering (emteriq), vbl. sb. [f. Enter v. + 
-ISO A.] 

1 . The action of the vb. Enter in various senses. 
c 1385 Chaucer L. G. W. 2139 Ariadne , His d welly nge 
Right fastebi the dore at liis entrynge. 1388 Wyclif x Kings 
xyi. 4 The eldere men of the citee..camen to hynx..and 
seiden, Whether thin entryng is pesible? 1526 Pilgr. 
Perf. (W. de W. T531) 274 In the entrynge of the vij dayes 
iourney of this pilgrimage of perfeccyon. 1553 Latimer 
Serm. Lord's Pr. II. 3 * Our Father’. These words pertain 
not to the petitions, they be but an entering. 1653 Urqu- 
h art Rabelais 1. iy, In the entering of the spring. 1702 
Lond. Gas. No. 3839(4 The Horses to be kept in that Parish 
from the En tiring to the Running. 17x4 Stringer (title). 
The Experienc’d Huntsman . . with directions concerning 
the Breeding and Entring of Hounds. 1842 H. E. Man- 
ning S'ertn. (1848)!. i. 3 The entering in of sin proves the 
presence of an Evil Being. 1880 McCarthy Own Times 
III. 334 From the entering of Moscow to the arrival at 
St. Helena. 

tb. To give entering to \ to admit. Ohs. 

1491 Caxton Vitas Pair. (W. de W. 1495) n. 192 a/2, In 
the mornyng gyuyng to hym enti*ynge he sayd to hym. 

f 2. The place where one enters ; an entrance ; 
a door, etc. Of a bodily organ : An opening. Obs. 

1382 Wyclif Ezek. viii. 5 The ydol of envye in that en- 
trynge. c 1540 Boorde The boke for to Leme B iij a, The 
gate howse in the mydse of the fronte entrynge into the 
place. 154X R. Copland Guy don's Quest. Chirurg., It 
[testis fellisj hath two entrynges or neckes betwene whiche is 
a dystaunce. ... 

3. Attrib., as entering-breach , -clerk, -door, -land- 
mark, -room, -stone ; also Naut. with reference to 
the means of entrance into a vessel, as entering- 
hatchway, - ladder , -port, -rope ; and Meek, in the 
names of certain tools, as entering-chisel,' -JUe. 

1562 Phaer AEneid ix. B biiij b, Some seeke their *en- 
tryng breach on skalyng ladders clambring quicke. 1701 
Loua. Gas. No. 3723/4 Whereby *Entring-clerks and others 
may be furnished with proper Words. 1723 Ibid. No. 6191/2 
Each Horse . . paying. .Haif a Crown to the entring Clerk. 
1886 Pall Mall G. 29 Apr. 2/1 Chained to the desk of an 
entering clerk. 1632 Lithgow Trav. viii. (1682) 353 The 
chiefest Mosque in it ... having thirty four *entring Doors. 
1626 Capt. Smith Accid. Yng. Seamen 13 An ^entring 
ladder. 1853 Kane Grinnell Exp. xxxL (1856) 272 This 
cape is the great '^entering landmark of the northern shores 
of Lancaster Sound. 1758 J. Blake Plan Mar. Syst. 2 The 
Centring ports.. 1830 Marry at Kings Own vii. Out of the 
larboard entering-port. x886 Daily News 20 Oct. 6/2 The 
huge press that stood in the ^entering room. . . went for a 
beggarly six .shillings. 1627 Capt. Smith Seaman's Gram. 
vi. 27 The * Entering rope is tied by the ships side, to hold 
by as you goe vp the Entering ladder, cleats, or wailes. 
1596 7 S. Finche in Ducarel Hist. Croydon (1783) 153 b, 
There is space . . for a *enteringe stone of eache side. 

E ntering, ppl. a. [f. Enter v. 4 - -ing a] That 
enters ; coming or going in ; + beginning. 

1482 Caxton Gold. Leg. 99/2 The next moneth of august 
the thirde day entryng. 1594 Southwell 3 L Magd. Fuji. 
Teares 198 To her now entring and never-ending pleasures. 
1633 P. Fletcher Purple I si. v. xlvi, Receives the ent’ring 
sounds. 1666 Dryden Ann. Mirab. cxxix, Grim death . . 
urges entering billows as they flow. 1795 Southey Joan 
of Arc ix. 260 Nor heard the coming courser’s sounding 
hoof, Nor entering footstep. 1855 Macaulay Hist. Eng. 
III. 57 Streams of entering and departing courtiers. 

Enteritis (enterai-tish Path. [£ Gr. tvrtp- 
ov + -ms.] Inflammation of the bowels ; esp. 
of the small, intestines ; usually understood of the 
acute rather than the chronic form. 


ENTERMETE. 

tBoS Med. Jml. XIX. 276 Those patients ..were very 
liable to them [febrile affections] in the form of Enteritis. 
1878 Habershon Dis. Abdomen 4 Pain . . of a very intense 
form . . in enteritis. " 

Enterkiss: see Enter- pref 
+ Enterknow, interknow, v. Ohs. [f. En- 
ter-, Inter- + Know v.\ after Fr. s' entreconnaitre.\ 
tram. To know (one another) mutually ; to know 
and be known by (a person). Hence Enter- 
knowing vbl. sb. 

1603 Florio Montaigne n. xviii. (1632) 376 If that [our 
word] faile us. .we enterknow one another no longer, 165a 
Bp. Hall Inv is. World Pref., I have desired to enter- 
know my good God, and his blessed Angels and Saints. 
Ibid. n. iv, Why should we. abridge, our souls more than 
them of the comfort of our interknowing ? 

f Elit er&HOW*ledge * Obs. In mod. editions 
and Diets, inter-, [f. Enter- + Knowledge ; cf. 
prec.] Mutual knowledge. 

a 1626 Bacon New Ail. (1650) 11 All Nations have Enter- 
knowledge one of another, either by Voyage into Forraine 
Parts, or by Strangers that come to them. 

E interlace, obs. form of Interlace. 
f Enterla*de, v. Obs. rare — K [? misprint for 
enterlace, as in later editions ; or var. of enlerlardl\ 
1545 Raynold Womans Booke 18 They [the vessels] begin 
to intermingle, enbrade, and enterlade each other. 

Enterlard, -league : see Inter-. 

Enterlend, -love : see Enter- pref 
t Ellterl©*SSe, v. Obs. rare — L . [a. OF. en- 
trelesse-r, -laisser to omit, f. entre- (see Enter- 
frefi) + laisser to leave.] iratis : To omit. 

1548 Hall Chron. (1809) 184 Abstinence of War was con- 
cluded betwene the Kyng of Englande & the Duchesse of 
Burgoyne (Enterle.-syng the Duke and his name). 

Enterline, obs. form of Interline. 
Enterlude, obs. form of Interlude. 

Enterly, var. of Entirely. 
t Ente*rm, v. Olts. rare ~ K In 7 entearm. 
[f. En- 1 + Term v.] To apply a term to ; to name. 

1607 Walkington Opt. Glass 108 The receptacle of choler 
entearmed the gall. 

Entermarriage, -meddle, etc. : see In-. 
Entermell, var. of Intermell, Obs. 
t Entermee’ne, V. Obs. rare. [Of uncertain 
formation; perh. f. Enter- + Mean sb. commu- 
nity, participation ; but cf. OF. entremener to 
lead between.] intr. ? To meddle, interfere. 

c 1449 Pecock Repr. 50 Sporiorie and Cutellerie enter* 
meeneden and enterfereden with goldsmyth craft. 

Entermes : see Entremess. Obs. 
t Enterme*te, V. Obs. Forms : 3-5 enter-, 
entreme(t)te(n, 3 entermitti, 4-5 entremet, 5 
entre-, entromytts. Also 5 intremet, 6 inter- 
mete ; and see Intermit, Intromit, [a. OF. en- 
tremetre (mod. entremetlre), repr. two distinct Lat. 
formations, intermittere (cf. Sp. entermeter , It. 
intermettere) to interrupt, discontinue, in late L. 
also to put (something) between, and intromittere 
(cf. Sp. entrometer. It. intromettcre') to send or 
admit within, introduce ; f. inter between, intro 
within + mittere to send. In ME. the word was 
adopted as refl. and intr. with sense ‘to introduce 
oneself, meddle ’ ; in early mod. Eng. the sense 
* interpose (something, or oneself) ’ was taken up 
from Fr., but rarely occurs. The verbs Intermit, 
Intromit, adapted from the original Lat. forms, 
were formerly often used in the senses of entremete , 
of which they may therefore to some extent be re- 
garded as refashioned forms ; now, however, they 
are used only in senses directly due to their Latin 
etymology.] 

I. reft . To concern or occupy oneself, inter- 
meddle, take part ; to have dealings or intercourse. 
Const, in, of with. Also, to set oneself, under- 
take to (do something). 

a 1225 A tier. R. 172 Heo entermeteS hire of hinges wi5- 
uten. a 1300 C ursorM. 7403 iCott.t O hekingrike al gouerning 
He [Dauid] entir-mett him in na dede [Triu. MS. he enter- 
meted him of no )>inS in dede]. Ibid. 8759 He [Salomon] 
can him entermet pe temple mak. c 1400 Rom. Rose 5949 
She is neither so fool ne nyce. To entremete hirof sich vice. 
1406 Hoccleve Misrule 440 Right wole eek, that I me en- 
tremete. C1430 Pilgr. Lyf Manhode iii. xxix ; (1869) 151 
The hand . . entermeteth hire to taste and to visite so ofte 
the tunge. c 1440 Hylton Scala Perf. (W. de W. 1494) in. 
ix, To. .intermette the with worldly besynes. 1485 Malory 
A rtknr xvi. xv, Yf ' ye entermete ■ [1634 ; ' intermit] , yow in 
this I shall slee you. 1490 Caxton Eneydos xxiii. 87 All 
thartes and scyences magicque wherof this lady and pres- 
tresse entromytreteth [read entromytteth] herself. C1500 
Melusine 69 That none of us shall entremete hym to doo 
that ye spek of, 15x7 in Turner Set. Rec. Oxf. 17 All 
those that entremetyde them of merchantyse should be 
taxed. 

b. intr. for reft. 

a 1300 Floriz 4 Bl. 204 Ne )? er nis non so riche king pat 
dorste entermeten of eni such jring. c 1300 Beket 1253 Lete 
him iworthe so Than entermitti of holi churche. ax 420 
Hoccleve De Reg. Princ. 1089 Our Lorde God wolde en- 
termete Of no richesse ; c 1449 Pecock Repr. u 145 To be 

I forbode from entermeting with the Bible. .1467 in Eng. 
Gilds (1870) 404 That non seriaunt name nor entremet of the 
seid eleccion. <7x475 Partenay 2x5 He . . loue of al shal 
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haue wher he entermet. 1485 Malory Arthur x. xxvi, The 
kyng .. badde hym entermete [1634 intermeet] with hym 
self and with his wyf and of his kayghtes. 2490 Caxton 
Eneydos 3 Yf ony man wyll enter-mete in redyng of hit. 
2492 — Vitas Pair, (W. de W. 1495) 1 To entremete to 
recyte. .suche hystoryes. 1494 Fabyan vi. clxiv. 158 That 
nother y one nor the other shulde intremet with the fore- 
sayd londes. 2348 Hall Citron. (1809) 88 It longeth not to 
clerkes to intermete of them. 

e. tram. To meddle with, be occupied upon. rare. 
1393 Gower Conf. I. 161 My thought will entermete him 
sone. 2502 Arnolde Citron. (1811) 38 Of him that entyr- 
meten the thyngis aboue sayd. 

2. To mix, alternate. 

c 2530 in Pol. Rel. Love Poems {1866) 43 Endrmet this 
with woo And gladnes. 

8 . To put v oneself) between. 

42541 Wyatt Foetus in ToitelTs M/sc. (Arb.) 74 The 
hylles that doth them entermete Tweue me, and those 
shene lightes. 

Hence Enterme*ting vbl. sb . and ppl. a . 
c 1375 Sc. Lives Saints, Petrus 312 Four concubynes he 
..gerte refuse )>e entremetynge Forthir till have with 
Agrippine. 2377 Langl. P, PL B. xr. 406 Ac for thine 
entermetyng here artow forsake. C1400 Test. Love in. 
(1560) 296 b/2 Thyue entremeting maners into stedfastnesse 
shullen be chaunged. c 2449 Pecqck Repr. u. xii. 220 We 
muste haue rnanye othere entermetingis with him than the 
entermeting of remembring oonli. 2583 T. Stocker Trag. 
Hist. Civ. vjarres II, 25 By the entermeetyng and inter- 
cession. .of the Lordes here vrider named, etc. 

t Enterme ter. Obs. [ad. Fr. enti-emetieur, 
f. entremetlrc : see prec.J A broker, mercantile 
intermediary. 

2492 Caxton Vitas Pair. (W. de W..2495) n. 260 a/i, He 
was a grete marchaunt and entermeter. 

Entermine : see Enter- pref 
Entermingle, obs. form of 'Intermingle. 
f Entermi'Se. obs. [a. Fr. entremisc, f. en- 
trcmcitre to place in the midst, interfere, f. entre 
(see Enter-) + mettre to put,] a. Occupation, 
business, b. Interposition, intervention, mediation. 

1490 Caxtqn Eneydos 55 Withstand ynge the grete enter- 
myse and besy occupacion that they had In hande. 2624 
Brief inform. Affairs Palatinate 36 Hee was offered a 
Treatie of Peace, by the entermise of the Elector. 2638 
tr. Balzac' s Lett. m. (1654) *12 By the entermise of words. 

Enter mix, obs. form of Intermix. 

Entero- (Vntero ; before two unstressed syl- 
lables enterp*), (before a vowel sometimes reduced 
to enter-), combining form of Or. brepo-v intestine, 
in many compounds of mod. formation, occurring 
in Biology, Pathology, etc. The most important 
only are here given; as Eatera&eno-grapliy, 
Anat. [see Adenography], ‘a description of the 
intestinal glands’ (Syd. Soc. Lex.). Entera&en- 
oTogy, Anat. and Bhys. [see Adenology], c an 
account of the intestinal glands’ {Syd. Soc. Lex.). 
B*nteroc©:le, Surf. [Gr. ktjX.'t) tumour], a hernial 
tumour whose contents are intestine. Hence £n« 
teroceTic a. 3B:nt©roepi # ploc©le f Surf, [see 
Epiplocele], a hernia in which portions of intes- 
tine and omentum are both protruded. Emtero- 
grastrocele, Surf, a term for an abdominal hernia 
containing intestine. Entero’grapliy, * a descrip- 
tion of the intestines’ (Syd. Soc. Lex.). Em- 
terobydrocele, Surf, [see Hydrocele], ‘intes- 
tinal hernia conjoined, with hydrocele’ (Syd. Soc. 
Lex.'). E*nteroli:te, altered form of Entero- 
IMh, Path. [Gr. \160s a stone], a stony con- 
cretion in the stomach or intestinal canal of 
animals, and occasionally of man. Entero logy, 
Anat. [ + -logy], 1 a treatise on, or the considera- 
tion of the history of, the intestines’ (Syd. Soc. Lex.'). 
Entero # patliy, Path. [Gr. -iraOua, f. trade; suffer- 
ing], ‘intestinal disorder or disease’ (Syd. Soc. Lex.). 
Emteropla'sty, Surf. [ + Gr. -nKaar-i]; fashioner 
+ -y], the restoration by plastic operation of a 
solution of continuity of the intestine. Enteros- 
tomy, Surg . [Gr. - rofua cutting], the opening of 
the intestine to release its contents, as sometimes 
in hernia, or to remove a foreign body. 

^ 2662 Lovell Hist. Attint Min. 62 Pounded with honey 
it [the ashes of a Hare] helps the *enterocele. 2878 T. 
Bryant Tract. Surg, I. 646. 2736 Bailey, *Enterocelick. 
Ibid., *Enteroepiplocele. 2878 T. Bryant Prod. Surg. I. 
646 When both intestine and omentum occupy the sac [they 
form an] entero-epiplocele. 2884 Syd . Soc. Lex., ^Enterolith. 
2722 Bailey, *EnteroIogy. 2878 T. Bryant Trad. Surg. 
I. 627 Of these [means] enterotomy' is most applicable. 

EnterodelottS (euiteiwlz’bs), a. Biol. [f. mod. 
L. enterodela sb. pi., f. Entero- + Gr. hrjK-os mani- 
fest + -OQ8.] Having an intestine plainly visible ; 
applied to those Polygastria that have a perfect 
intestinal tube, terminated by a mouth and anus. 

i 847"9 Todd Cycl. Anat. IV. 3/2 The Enterodelous Poly- 
gastna. 

Enteroid (enteroi'd), a. Biol. [f. Gr. ivrtp-ov 
+ -oid.J Resembling a bowel. 

2835-6 Todd Cycl. Anat. x. 271/1 An enteroid vessel. 

Enteropneustal (emter^pnbrstal), a. [f. 
Gr. tPTepo-v intestine + trvcvar-, f. irvUiv to breathe 
+ «al.] Of or pertaining to the Enteropncusta, 


worm-like animals having the breathing apparatus 
borne on the intestinal canal. 

2877 Huxley Anat . Inv. An. xii. 674 note. Either Verte- 
brate, Enteropneustal or Tunicate branchiae. 

Enterowe : see Enter- pref. 
+£ttterpa*rlanc@ s Also 7 in-. [ad.AF .entre- 
parlaunce, t. cntreparler : see next.] A. conference. 

2603 Knolles Hist. Turks (1621) 954 The first enterparl- 
ance of peace betwixt the Persians and the Turks. 2625 
Model l Wit 61 b, In which time of so serious interparlance. 
2643 Three Letters 41 They would apply themselves unto 
him for an enterparlance. 

+ Enterparle, v. Obs. Also 7 interparle. 
[ad. F. entreparler, f. entre between + parler to 
speak.] intr. To talk mutually, confer. 

2536.57. Papers Hen. VIII , II. 343 Enterparlling togithers 
by a mediatour. 2567 Turberv. in Chalmers Eng. Poets 
II. 642/1 And hope. .To enterparle with thee rny Friend. 
Hence E nterparle sb., the action of the verb ; 
a conference, parley. EnterpaTling vbl. sb., 
a. taking part in a conversation ; b. intercession. 

2597 Daniel Civ. Wares n. xxiii, From Lancaster. .Arrived 
Northumberland, as to confer. .And therefore doth an enter- 
parle exhort. 1529 More Covtf. agst. Trib. ri. Wks. 2170/1 
With ofter enterparlyng vpon your parte. 1656 Trapp 
Comm, x Tim. ii. r Interparlings with God, either for our- 
selves . .or for others. 

t £nterpa*rley. Obs. Also 6 inter-, [f. 
Enter- + Parley.] A mutual talk ; a conference, 
conversation ; also Mil. a parley. 

1590 Lodge Euphues Gold. Leg. in Halliw. Shales. VI. 38 
Leaving off these interparleys, you shall hear my last son- 
netto. 1594 — Wounds Civ, War v. in Hazl. Dodsley VII. 
186 The younger Marius. .Vouchsaf'd^, an inter-parley at the 
last. 1603 Florio Montaigne 1. vi. (1632) 22 During their 
enter-parhe and businesse about taking hostages. 1620 
Shelton Qnix. IV. xxx. 237 With that they gave over their 
Enterparly. 

f !Enterpa*rt, V. Obs, rare~ l . In 4 entre- 
part-yn. [a. OF. entrepartir : see Enter- and 
Part 7 /.] irons. To share, participate in. 

c 2374 Chaucer Troylus I. 592 To entrepartyn wo, as 
gladly as disport. 

t Eaterp&'rtesi, V. Obs. [? Secondary form 
ofprec. ; perh. influenced by partner L\ traits. To 
share or divide with a partner, or between partners. 
Hence Enterpa*rtening vbl. sb. 

2562 T. Norton Calvin's Inst. j. 34 He . . enterparteneth 
the gouernment of the world with nis Father, /bid. n. 163 
By enterpartening of himself with vs. 1553 Grimai.de 
Cicero's Offices (1556,* 8 The enterpartening of manners life. 

t £nterpe*n, V. Hawking. Obs. [a. OF. entre- 
pencr, f. entre between + penne wing feather.] 
(See quots.) 

148 6 Bk. St. Allans Avij a, This hawlce is entirpenned, 
that is to say when the federis of the wyngis bene bitwen 
the body and the thighis. 2736 Bailey s.v,, A Hawk enter- 
penneth, that is, she hath her Feathers wrapt up, snarled 
or intangled. 

Enterpendant : see Interpendant. 
Enterpillar : see Enter- pref 
Enterpleader, -polish : see Inter-, 
Enterpone, var. of Interpone, Obs. 
Enterpose, -produce : see Inter-. 
tBnterpre*nant, 0 . Obs. In 6 enterprenaunt. 
[a. OF. entreprenant, pr. pple. of entreprendre to 
take in hand Enterprise,] Enterprising. 

c 1500 Melusine 122 The sawdan is hardy and enter- 
prenaunt. 

Enterpret, form of Interpret. 

Enterprise ie*ntoipraiz\ sb. Forms: 5-6 
enter-, entreprys(e, (5 enterprinse), entre- 
pris(e, 6 enterprice, -yce, 6-9 enterprize, 5- 
enterprise. Also 6-7 Enterprise, -yse, Sc. -yiss, 
7 -yze. [a. OFr. entreprise, -prime, f. entre- 
prendre to take in hand, undertake, f. entre between 
+ prendre to take.] 

1 . A design of which the execution is attempted ; 
a piece of work taken in hand, an undertaking ; 
chiejly, and now exclusively, a bold, arduous, or 
momentous undertaking. 

C2430 Syr Gener. (Roxb.) 4310 Whan the Soudon wist of 
this That thei lost such an entrepris. 1475 Bk. Noblesse 
(i860) 6 Entreprinses and werris taken and founded vppon 
a just cause. 2530 Falsgr. 868 The great diffyculte of myne 
eutrepryse. 2535 Stewart Cron. Scot. II. 285 Met in the 
middis with mony interpryiss. 1557 Paynel Barclay's Ju- 
gitrth 95 b, He proceded in his interprise arid purpose, 2603 
Knolles H 1st. Turks (1621) 1308 They resolved . . to make 
an enterprise upon some townes of Albania. 2618 E. Elton 
Expos. Romans yii. (1622) 3/58 We must not be ignorant of 
Satan's Enterprizes. 1704 Swift Bait. Bks. (1711) 261 He 
. . had wander’d long in search of some Enterprize. . 2748 
Anson’s Voy. Introd., A Voyage round the World is still 
considered as an enterprize of a very singular nature. 2814 
Chalmers Evid, Chr. Revel, via. 215 We must restrain the 
enterprizes of fancy. 1875 Helps Ess. Organiz. Daily Life 
232 In those enterprises which we ca,U joint-stock under- 
takings. 

b. abstr. Engagement in such undertakings. 

2769 Junius Lett. iii. 17 You ought to have pointed out 
some instances of. . well-concerted enterprise. 2783 W atson 
Philip III, II. vi. 251 Times of national enterprize. 2806 
Beresford in Lond. Gaz. 13 Sept. 1 213/2 Some of the exist- 
ing Duties bear too hard on the Enterprize of Commerce. 
2829 I. Taylor Enthus. iv, (1867) 7* Theology offers no 
field to men fond of intellectual enterprise. 2844 H. H. 


Wilson Brit. India III. 310 That portion of the trade., 
which the Company relinquished to private enterprise. ^ 

2 . Disposition or readiness to engage in under- 
takings of difficulty, risk, or danger; daring spirit 

2475 Bk. Noblesse 20 Was never so worshipfulle an act of 
entreprise done in suche a case. 2540-54 Croke Ps. (1844) 
22 Thyne entrepryse dyd neuer quayle. 279a Burke Heads 
Consid. Pr. Aff. Wks. VII. 93 In such [piratical] expeditions 
enterprize supplies the want of discipline. 2869 Freeman 
Norm. Conq. (1876) III, xiv. 332 With an expression of con- 
tempt for his lack of enterprise. 

+ &.;The action of taking in hand ; management, 
superintendence. Obs. 

2534 Ld. Berners Gold. Bk. M. Auret. (2546) Dvijb, 
Some abode there charged with the enterpryse of the 
sonne. 2803 in Nicolas Disp. Nelson (1845) V. 370 The en- 
terprise and conduct of the Fleet devolved on Lord Nelson, 
Enterprise (e-ntsuprsiz), v. arch. Forms as 
in sb. [partly f. prec. ; partly f. Fr. entrepris 
pa. pple. of entreprendre (see prec.), from which 
vb. the senses are chiefly taken.] 

1 . trans. To take in hand (a work), take upon 
oneself (a condition), attempt or undertake (a war, 
ah expedition, etc.), run the risk of or venture 
upon (danger), arch. 

1485 Malory Arthur Contents vn. v, How Trystram 
enterprysed the Bataylle to fyght for the trewage of Corn- 
wayl. 1526 Pilgr. Perf (W. de W. 1531) 51 It boldeth hym 
to. .enterpryse without feare suche ieoperdy. 2548-9 (Mar.) 
Bk. Com. Prayer, Offices 13 Matrimonie ... is not to bee en- 
terprised. .vnaduisedlye. 2602 Patericke tr. Gentillet agst, 
Mackiavel 314 Appius could not obtaine the tyrannie which 
hee had enterprised. 2692 Locke Money Wks. 2727 II. 
89 This was enterprized by a Prince, who could stretch his 
Prerogative very far upon his People. 2728 Woolston 
Disc. Miracles^ iv. 55 That the Bearers of the poor man 
should enterprise a trouble and a difficulty. 1788 Cowper 
Corr. (1824) II. 174 Impossible for Mrs. Unwin to enter- 
prize a cake. 2807 G. Chalmers Caledonia I. 1. ii, 57 
Roman ambition first enterprized the conquest of the common 
parent of the British nations. 2871 Ruskin Fors Clav. v. 
12 What the Times calls ‘Railway Enterprise'. You En- 
terprised a Railroad through the valley. 

t b. with inf. (rarely with clause) as obj. Obs. 

1482 Caxton Myrr. in. xxiv. 193 Them that haue late 
enterprysed. agayrt right and reson to make warre. 1523 
Skelton Carl. Laurel 388 Maister Chaucer . . nobly enter- 
prysed How that our Englysshe myght freshly be ennewed. 
2582 Marbecic Bk. of Notes 497 Ananias, thou hast enter- 
prised to lye vnto the Holie ghost. 2605 Bacon Adv. 
Leant. 11. ii. § 13 To circle the Earth .. was not done nor 
enterprised till these later times. 16x7 Hales Gold. Rent. 
(1688) 7 He therefore enterpris'd to handle this Argument. 

+ 2 . With personal obj. : a. To take in hand, 
attack, b. la pa. pple. [after Fr. entrepris'] : Em- 
barrassed, non-plussed, rendered helpless. 

c 2450 Merlin xx. 315 Whan the kynge Arthur saugh hem 
so enterprised. 2480 Caxton Ovids Met. xn. xviii, I am $0 
moche enterprised of dystresse and anger, c 2510 More 
Picns Wks. 26 He lieth at hande, and shall vs enterprise. 
25x3 Bradshaw St. Werburgen. 135 Danes and Norwaies 
enterprised this lande. 

f 3 . intr. To make an attempt, undertake an 
operation, form a design. Of military com- 
manders: To direct operations, make an attack 
(upon). Cf. Fr. entreprendre sur. Obs. 

# a 2527 tr. Machiavellls Prince iii. (1883) 25 France, .with 
its own forces alone, had been able to have enterprised upon 
Naples. 2588 J. Udall Diotrephes (Arb.) 28 Be sure of the 
court, before you enterprise any other where. 2640 Yorke 
Union Hon. 37 One Robert Huldern..with 15,000 strong 
enterprized for Yorke. 2652 tr. De las Coveras Hist. Don 
Fenise 207 He had a design to enterprise upon the honour 
of his owne Sisten 2702 Collier M. Aurel, (1726) 296 
We should enterprize with a reserve for disappointment. 
2732 Neal Hist. Purit. I. iii It behoved the learned, 
grave, and godly ministers of Christ to enterprize farther. 
2813 Sir R. Wilson Diary II. 248 Buonaparte . . might, 
perhaps, enterprize towards Prague. 

Hence f E’nterprised ppl, a., that has been 
undertaken, ventured upon. 

2560 Daus tr. Sleidane's Comm. 193 b, The Duke and the 
Lantzgraue made aunswere . , recyting the causes of this 
enterprised defence. 2573 R. H. tr. Lanaterus ' Ghostes 
( 150 6) 33 He woulde persist in his enterprised purpose, : 

Enterpriser (entsiproi-zoi). [f. Enterprise 
v. + -er c] One who attempts an undertaking. 
Const, of in. f Also in bad sense, an adventurer. 

2523 Ld. Berners Froiss. I. cclxxxiv. 424 A great enter- 
priser of dedes of armes. 2545 Raynold Womans ; Books 
D 2 The gud courages of al honest enterpreyers [j/r] in those 
matters & al other. 2577-87 Holinshed Citron. III. 802/2 
The enterprisers of these iusts, was Thomas lord Howard, 
etc. 1594-5 in Chambers Dorn. Ann. Scot. I. 259 He was 
ane simple gentleman, and not ane enterpriser. x68t 
Ess. Peace <5- Truth Ch. 17 The Enterprizers of that new 
Babel. 1722 Shaftesb. Charac. n. § 2 (2737) I. 233 The 
Boast of almost every Enterprizer in the Muses Art. 2748 
Richardson Clarissa I. xix. 238 The attempts of enter- 

? risers and fortune-seekers. 2830 R. Chambers L ife Jos. /, 

. iii. 93 An enterpriser in the great and hazardous schemes. 
2882 W. B. Weeden Social Law Labor 32 These are not 
simply undertakers, inter-takers, or enterprisers. 

E *nt erprising, vbl. sb. rare. [f. Enterprise 
v.+ -ingL] Tlie action of the vb. Enterprise; 
the action of undertaking or attempting. 

2572 H. Middklmore in Ellis Orig. Lett . 11. 190 III. 5 In 
the entirprisinge of which matter I doe wishe, etc. *652 
Gaule Magastrom. 24 As to the enterprizing or atchieving 
of naturall, politicall, and religious actions, etc. ^ 2675 Mar- 
vell Corr. Wks. 1872-5 II. 442 His late entirprising to subi 
vert in all manners the libertyes of this city, etc. 
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ENTERTAIN. 


EKYERPHISIKG*. 

Enterprising (e-ntsapraiziq), ppl a . Also 7 
in-, [f. as prec. -r -Ing^] a . That undertakes, 
b. Forward and prompt to undertake. In early 
use chiefly in bad sense, foolhardy, also ambitious, 
scheming : now chiefly in favourable sense, full of 
the spirit of enterprise. 

1611 Cotgr. s. V. FoL, An enterprizing foole needs little wit 
1672 Marvell Reh. Tramp, i. 139 Mr. Bayes is so interpris- 
ing you know. 1720 Dr. W ilcocks in Ellis Grig-. Lett . 11. 440 

IV. 321 The King of Prussia., has a brisk enterprising look. 
1776 Gibbon Decl. <$• F. I. 364 Diocletian .. justly dreaded 
the enterprising spirit of Carausius. 1855 Macaulay Hist. 
Eng. III. 605 The sagacious Caermarthen and the enter- 
prising Monmouth agreed in blaming these cautious tactics. 
1876 J. H. Newman Hist. Sk. I. 1. i. 36 Marco Polo . . was 
one of a company of enterprising Venetian merchants. 

Hence Enterprisingly adv. 

2822 New Monthly Mag. V. 298 The claims which he had 
so enterprisingly advanced. 1887 Times 10 Oct. 7/4 Some 
couple of thousand of the roughest enterprisingly made their 
way to Trafalgar-square yesterday. 

Enterre, Enterrupt, obs. var. Inter, Inter* 

RTJTT. 

Enterseek, -shew, -shine : see Enter- pref. 

Entershock : see Intershock. 

Entershoulder, -split, -spoil, -suck see 
Enter- pref. 

Entersole : var. of Entresol. 

Enterspace, -sperse, obs. var. of Interspace, 
-sperse. 

t Entertai'n, sb. Obs . Also 6-7 entertaine, 

6 -ayne, 7 intertaine. [f. next : cf. Fr. entre - 
lien. ] — Entertainment. 

X. a. Pleasure ; delight, b. An amusement, a 
merry-making. 

1601 Weever Mirr. Mart. E iiij b, On whose [a river’s] 
prowde banke such entertaine I had. 1638-480. Daniel 
Eclog. m. 30 Rurall entertains Had noe ill-meanings. 1669 
Addr. Hopeful Yng. Gentry Eng. Ep. Ded. A vii], Our 
masquerades and longer festivous entertains. 1678 Sir T. 
Browne Let. Wks. 1852 III. 448 Intending to live in Surrey 
House, and there to make his entertaines ; so that he con- 
trives what pictures to lend, etc. 

2. Conversation ; social behaviour. 

1602 Marston Ant. # Mel. 1. Wks. 1836 I. ?i With most 
obsequious sleek-browed intertain They all embrace it as 
most gratious. 1639 G. Daniel Ecclus. xlii. 12 To re- 
straine A wife Immodest in her entertaine. 

3. The reception of a guest; also, the treatment 
of a person as a guest. 

1591 Spenser M. Hubbard 1085 Who . . Receyued them 
with chearefull entertayne. 1605 Heywood If you knew 
not me Wks. 1874 I. 202 Those plausive shouts, which giue 
you entertaine. 1608 Shaks. Per. \. i. 119 Your entertain 
shall be As doth befit our honour and your worth. 1640 
T. Carew Poems, My Mistr. Commanding me to Return 
Lett . 15 Tell your Soveraigne . . I gave you courteous en- 
tertaine. 1651 tr. De las Coveras Hist . Don Fenise 50, I 
thought to enjoy the deare entertaine of Hipolite. 

b. A meal ; esp. a formal or elegant meal ; a 
feast, banquet. Cf. Entertainment i i c. 

1632 Heywood i si Ft. Iron Age m, i. Wks. 1874 III. 302 
All welcome to this peacefull intertaine. 1639 G. Daniel 
Ecclus. xlii. 40 Abstaine To meet with Woemen at an En- 
tertaine. «i68a Sir T. Browne Misc. Tracts (1684) 203 
The dismal Supper and strange Entertain of the Senatours. 
1686 Oldham Art Poetry 30 111 Music .. is what the en- 
tertain might spare. 

4. Reception into the mind ; acceptance. 

1616 R. Niccols Overbuys Vis. in Harl. Misc. (Malh.) 
III. 357 My counsel might find entertain With those, whose 
souls, etc. 1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. v. iv. 237 Sathan 
appeared .. with a Virgins head, that thereby., his tempta- 
tion might finde the easier entertaine. 

Entertain (entait^-iH, v. Forms: 5-7 en- 
terteyn(e, 5 entreteyne, (entertien, entretene, 
-iene), 6-7 entertaine, -ein(e, 6 -ayne, (-ene, 

7 -ean, -eign), 6-8 intertain(e, 6 7 -ay n(e, -ein, 
-eyn(e, (6 interteny, intertynie), 6 - entertain, 
[late ME. entertene , ad. F. entretenir = Pr. entre - 
tenir, Sp. entretener^ It. inirattenere late L. 
intertencre, f. L. inter among -f tenere to hold.] 

1 1* 1* trans. To hold mutually ; to hold in- 
tertwined. Also absol. with reciprocal sense. Obs. 

X481 Caxton Myrr. n. x. 88 They [bananas] entretiene 
and cleue to gydre wel an hondred in a clustre. 1578 
Banister Hist. Man. vm. xu An other lesser [nerve] trunke 
is intertained among the fore partes of the legge. 

II. To maintain, keep up. 

# 1 2. trans. To keep (a person, country, etc.) 
in a certain state or condition ; to keep (a person) 
in a certain frame of mind. Obs. 

1490 Caxton Eneydos xiii. 49 His swete wordes and draw- 
ynge atysen and enterteyne her in a contynualle thoughte 
towarde hym. 1538 Starkey England n. ii. 191 Hys owne 
clyent . . was interteynyd in long sute. 1581 S avile Tacitus’ 
Agric. (i622) 191 By a kind of courteous and mild regiment 
intertained the countrey in quiet. 1664 Marvell Corr. Wks. 
1872-5 II. 170 The Fidelity and prudence of their Ministers 
seems rather to entertain them in mutual cautele and sus- 
picion. a 17x4 Burnet Own Time (1823) 1. 425 Cromwell was 
certainly fond of her, and she took care to entertain him in it. 

3. To keep up, maintain (a state of things, a 
process) ; to retain in use (a custom, law, etc.) ; 
to maintain, persist in (a course of action, 
‘attitude’, state of feeling). Obs. in gen. sense; 


retained (but somewhat arch.) in a few special 
uses, as to entertain a correspondence , discourse . 

2490 Caxton Eneydos vii. 31 To enterteyn hir pudyque 
chastyte in perpetuall wydowhed. 1587 Fleming Contn. 
Holinshed III. 1375/1, I intertained intelligence with the 
Scottish queane. 1593 Drayton Idea lntrod. Sonn., My 
Muse, .cannot long one Fashion intertaine. c 2630 Drumm. 
of Hawth. Irene Wks. 164 b, So careful hath he been to 
intertain peace amongst his subjects, a 1639 Spottiswood 
Hist. Ck. Scotl. v. (1677) 253 Morton . . entertained a long 
fight with them. 1672 Cave Prim. Ckr. 1. ii. (1673) 21 To 
entertain the discipline of our Forefathers. 2794 J. Hutton 
Philos, Eighty fyc. 182 This heat, in the burning body, is 
entertained by the extrication of light. 1825 Southey 
Paraguay 111. 18 The Empress Queen . . did not disdain .. 
to entertain Discourse with him. 1855 Milman Lai. Chr. 
(1864) II- hi. vii. 137 Entertaining a friendly correspondence 
with the orthodox Queen Theodelinda. 2860 Motley 
Neiherl. (1868) I. iv. m Philip. . might direct all his ener- 
gies towards entertaining civil war in France. 

1*4. To maintain (something) in existence; to 
keep in repair or efficiency. Obs. 

X47 5 Caxton Jason 72 b, And for to entretiene his astate 
were ordeyned^ certayn nombre of peple. 1586 Bright 
Melanch. ii. 5 These varieties of humours are entertained 
by nourishments. 2670 98 Lass els Voy. Italy I. 42 It’s 
[a bridge] entertain’d at the cost of the king of Spain. 

f 5. To keep, retain (a person) in one’s service; 
to be at the charges of < v a person) in return for 
services rendered by him. Obs. 

X 5S9 Mirr. Mag., Dk. Gloucester vii, With princely wagies 
dyd me enterteyne. a 1593 H. Smith Wks. (1866-7) I. 15, 
1 was. . entertained with a stipend raised by voluntary con- 
tribution. 1625 in Vicarfs A nat. (2888) App. iii. 167 Two 
. .Phisitionsto bee interteyned and ymployed by this Cittie. 
1636 tr. F torus’ H ist. 130 They were entertained in pay by 
King Perses. 2650 Fuller Pisgah m. ii. 361 Notwith- 
standing so many labourers entertained in the work, seven 
years was this Temple in building 2762-71 H. Walpole 
Vertue’s A need. Paint. (1786) I. 195 No wonder when 
so many Italians were entertained in the king’s service. 

tb. To take (a person) into one’s service; to 
hire (a servant, etc.) ; to retain as an advocate. 

1579 Fenton Guicciard. (1618) 147 They entertained into 
their pay Charles Vrsin and Bartlemew Aluiano with two 
hundred men at armes. 1591 Shaks. Two Gent. n. iv. no 
Sweet Lady, entertaine him for your Seruant. 16x3 Purchas 
Pilgr. L v. iii. 392 Gave order . . to entertaine halfe of them 
for the warres.^ 1676 Marvell Corr. Wks. 1872-5 III. 498, 
I have enterteind Mr. Hall likewise, an able Exchequer 
atturny. 1721 Perry Daggenh. Breach 71, I . . directly 
entertain’d all the Hands I could get. 

+ 6. To maintain; to support; to provide sus- 
tenance for (a person). Obs. 

1640 Bk. War Committee Covenanters 67 Sex musque- 
teires and ane sergand to be enterteanit upon the publict. 
2655-60 Stanley Hist. Philos. (1701) 90/1 Hermogenes, 
falling into Poverty, Socrates perswaded Diodorus his Friend 
to entertain, a 1657 Balfour Ann. Scotl. (1S2J-5) II. 145 
That also they take order for intertaining the poore in ilk 
parochin. 1703 Dk. Queensberry in Ellis Grig. Lett. 11. 
396 IV. 240, I thought it necessary to entertain him with 
some money. 1771 Antiq. Sarisb., Lives Bps. 169 Ten 
widows of Clergymen are here entertained, with a very 
comfortable provision. 

III. To maintain relations with. 

f 7. To deal with, have communication with (a 
person). Obs. 

1568 Grafton Chron. II. 720 He is a deepe dissimuler .. 
enrertayning all men for his owne profite. 1655-60 Stanley 
Hist. Philos. (1701) 141/2 A Friend is not be entertained 
our of useful or necessary Ends, nor when such fail, is to 
be cast off. 

1* 8 . To treat in a (specified) manner. Obs. 

c 1489 Caxton Sonnes ofAymon xxvi. 549 He entreteyneth 
vs above all other honourabli for the love of you. 2592 
Shaks. 1 Hen. VI, n.iii. 72, I am sorry, that with reuerence 
I did not entertaine thee as thou art. x6o8-xx Bp. Hall 
Medit. (1851) 76 And entertained with all variety of perse- 
cution. 1630 M. Godwyn tr. Bp. Hereford’s Ann. Eng. 
28 He was very disgracefully entertained by Sir Annas 
Powlet, who clapt him in the stocks. 1662 Gunning Lent 
Fast 44 Art thou rich? do not contumeliously entertain 
the [Lent] fast. 

IV. To hold engaged, provide occupation for. 
9. To engage, keep occupied the attention, 

thoughts, or time of (a person) : also with attention , 
etc. as obj. Hence, to discourse to (a person) of 
something. Obs. exc. arch. 

1598 Shaks. Merry W. n. L 68, I thinke the best way 
were, to entertaine him with hope. 1605 Daniel Philoias 
in Farr .S'. P.Jas. I (1848) 274 With what strange formes 
and shadowes ominous Did my last sleepe my griev’d soul 
intertaine I 1614 Raleigh Hist. World iv. i. § 4 The Pho- 
cians hoped so to entertain the Thessalians at home, as, etc. 
1665 Boyle Occas. Ref. (1675)60 Noble enough, and worthy 
to entertain the Eyes of God. 1684 Conteinpl. Slate Man 
n. via. (2699)218 Entertaining thy self in Pleasures, thou 
bast for Toys and Fooleries lost Heaven ! 1686 W. de 
Britaine Hum. Prud, § 2. 5 Nor is the World any longer 
to be entertained with Dark Lanthorns. 2692 JBp. Ely 
Answ. Touchstone A v, I hope I shall neither tire the 
Reader, nor entertain him unprofitably. 1748 Chesterf. 
Lett, ll.clxxiii. 142, I have so often entertained you upon 
these important subjects, a 1850 Rossetti Dante $ Circ. 
1. (1874) 1 86 Of thee she entertains the blessed throngs, 
t b. To occupy, fill up, wile away (time). Obs. 

2589 Puttenham Eng. Poesie in. xxv.(Arb.>3o6 To enter- 
taine time and ease at home. 1593 Shaks. Lucr. 1361 The 
weary time she cannot entertain. 2667 Milton P. L. ii. 526 
Where he may likeliest find Truce to his restless thoughts, 
and entertain The irksome hours, till his great Chief return. 
1673 Ray Joiirn. Low C. 287 We entertained our time 
pleasantly enough in searching out and describing of plants. 


T e. To give occupation to (an enemy’s forces) ; 
to engage. Obs. 

2590 Sir J. Smyth Disc. Weapons 12 They presentlie send- 
ing certen troupes . . to skirmish and entertaine the Mos- 
quet tiers. 1599 Shaks. Hen. V, 1. ii. 111 O Noble English, 
that could entertaine With half their Forces, the fulljpride 
of France. 2647 Sprigge Anglia Rediv . 11. i. (1854) 70 They 
[colonel Butler’s regiment] entertained sir Charles Lucas, 
2654 R. CoDRiNGTON tr. Ivstine’ s History 192 Porus. .had 
prepared an Army to entertain him [Alexander]. 

j.0. To engage agreeably the attention of (a 
person) ; to amuse. In recent use often also iron- 
ical : = ‘ to try to entertain * [ with something stupid 
or uninteresting). Also ref. and absol. 

1626 Bacon Sylva § 953 All this to entertain the 
Imagination that it waver less. 2655-60 Stanley FI ist. 
Philos. (2702) 92/2 We entertained our selves with discourse 
till the Prison was _ opened. ^ 1662 Stillingfl. Grig. Sacr. 

I. iv. § xo Such relations, which though not true, might yet 
please and entertain his readers. 2726-8 Lady M. W. 
Montague Lett. I. xxvii. 89, I am very much entertained 
with him. 2738 Common Sense (1739) II. 127 Thus was 
poor Lucinda entertain’d out of her Innocence, and diverted 
into Infamy and Contempt. 2775 Johnson Let. Mrs . 
Thrale 11 June, You never told me . how you were enter- 
tained by Boswell’s Journal. 1806-7 J. Beeesford Miseries 
Hum. Life (1826) v. xv, A lady whom you consider it as 
your duty to entertain. 1823 Lamb Elia Ser. 11. xxiij. (1865) 
399 My favourite occupations, .now cease to entertain. 2863 
t r. Kemblf. Res id. Georgia 55 He entertained me with 
an account of the Darien Society. 

V. To find room for ; to give reception to. 

■f II. To admit and contain ; to ( accommodate 9 . 
2622-62 H eylin Cosmogr. 1. (1CS2) 27 7_ The most safe and 
capacious Haven ... capable of entertaining the greatest 
Navy. 1664 Evelyn Kal. Hort. (1729) 200 Hot-beds to 
entertain . . exoctick Plants. 2703 Moxon Meek. Exerc. 42 
Cut out so much Iron in the Fore and Backsides, as would 
entertain the main Spindle. 1721 Perry Daggenh. Breach 
Title-p., Rendering the Ports of Dover and Dublin Com- 
modious for Entertaining large Ships. 

1 * 12. To give reception to ; to receive (a person). 
Also 7 %*. Sometimes const, into. Obs. 

2568 Grafton Chron. II. 659 Divers other . . came humbly 
and submitted themselves, whome he gently enterteined 
& lovingly receyved. 1590 Shaks. Com. Err. in. i. 220 
Since mine owne doores refuse to entertaine rae. ( 2624 Hey- 
wood Gunaik. T. 37 Ino .. with her sonne Melicerta, were 
entertained into the number of the Sea-gods. 2650 Baxter 
Saints’ R. 1. v. (1654) 51 If the King of Israel riding on an 
Ass, be entertained into Jerusalem with Hosanna’s. 1667 
Milton P. L. iv. 382 Hell shall unfould, To entertain you 
two, her widest Gates. 

18. To receive as a guest ; to slow hospitality 
to. Also absol. 

2490 Caxton Eneydos xx. 74, I haue them not onely re- 
ceyued but entreteyned, furnyshed and susteyned, etc. 2523- 
75 l)iurn Occurr. (1833)102 Directit be our souerane lady 
to intertynie the said ambassatour vntill hircummyng. 2542 
Udall Erasm. Apoph. 2 In receiuyng and interteinyng of 
geastes and straungers. 2641 J. Jackson True Evang.T. 

II. 93 Thou never gavest me a Kid, to entertaine my friends. 
1677 Hale Contempt. 11. 131 This World is little other than 
our Inn to entertain us in our Journey to another Life. 
2782 Gibbon Decl. $ F. 1 11. 16 Gregory was entertained in 
the house of a pious and charitable kinsman. 1859 Jkphson 
Brittany xvi, 267 The Emperor was entertained at dinner. 
2880 Mrs. E. Edwards in Macvt. Mag. No. 255. 74 
We were in such confusion ,, that we could not entertain. 

1 14. To give reception (to something) ; to allow 
(something) to enter ; to accept (pay, etc.) ; to 
receive (news, events, etc.) in a certain manner. 

1586 A. Day Eng. Secretary 1. (1625) 119 And being also 
informed with what great extreamitie you have entertained 
the newes of his losse. 2590 Spenser A. Q . 11. ix. 6 But 
were your will her sold to entertaine. 2595 Markham Sir 

R, Grinvile (Arb.) 77 Abr’ams faire bosome lyes to enter- 
taine it [thy soule] 1614 Raleigh Hist World iv. iii. §15 
The Athenians with immoderate joy entertained this happy 
seeming proclamation. 2620 Quarles Pentelogia in Farr 

S. P. Jas. 1 (1848) 138 Did thy cheekes entertaine a 
tray tor’s lips ? 2696 Stanhope Chr. Pattern (1711) 74 We 
are to . . entertain the most calamitous accidents without 
murmuring or discontent. <72720 C. Mather in Blaikie 
Minisir. Word (1883) 295 To have the truths well enter- 
tained with the auditory. 

b. To admit to consideration (an opinion, argu- 
ment, request, proposal, etc.) ; to receive ^an idea) 
into the mind. 

2614 Bp. Hall Recoil. Treat. 45 But I will suspect a 
novell opinion, of untrueth ; and not entertaine it, unlesse, 
etc. 1665 Boyle Occas. Ref. 11. xi. (1675) 130 Who thinks 
it not time to entertain thoughts of Death. 1709 Steele 
Taller No. 128 r 7, I. .have, .entertained the Addresses of 
a Man who I thought lov’d me more than Life. 2875 Jowett 
Plato (ed. 2) I. 409 That is a question which he refuses to 
entertain. 2885 Act 48 Viet. c. 27 § 8 The case shall be 
stated and the appeal entertained and heard. 

c. To keep, hold, or maintain in the mind with 
favour ; to harbour ; to cherish ; in weaker sense, 
■to experience (a sentiment). 

2576 Fleming Panop lie Ep. 4 Nothing (blame and offence 
excepted) Can chaunce ip the life of any man wherein horror 
is harboured, or feare intertained. 1647 Cowley Mistr., 
Despair ii, When thoughts of Love I entertain. 2722 Ad- 
dison Sped . N0.123 r 5 Leonilla . . entertained . . a secret 
Passion for Florio. 2730 Berkeley Let. 7 May, I enter- 
tained some thoughts of applying to his Majesty. 2770 
Langiiorne Pluiarch (1879)^ I. 244/1 The King entertained 
a deep resentment against him. 1827 Scott Highl. Widow 
v, [She] perhaps for the moment actually entertained the 
purpose which she expressed. 2876 J. H, Newman Hist. 
Sk. I. 1. iv. 200 To learn from others, you must entertain 
a respect for them. 


EKTEBT^lI3S"ABI»B. 


EHTHEASTXC. 


f 15. To encounter, meet with. Obs. rare. 

X591 Spenser Virgil's Gnat 563 Th’ Argolicke Power - re- 
turning home agauie . . Did. happie wrnde and weather en- 
tertaine. 1634. Sir T. Herbert Trav. 29 That he chose 
rather to he his owne Executioner, then to entertaine the 
cruel! aspect of his Master. 

f l 6 . To take upon oneself (an obligation, a re- 
lation^ ; to engage in, enter upon (a task). Obs . 

1579 80 North Plutarch (1676) 75 Knowing themselves 
unmeet to entertain wedlock. 1603 Knoll.es Hist. Turks 
(1621) 277 That the King should . . entertaine that honour- 
able warre, 1624 Capt. Smith Virginia vi. 221, I was itn- 
ploied by many my friends of London to entertaine this 
plantation. 1667-8 Marvell Corr, Wks. 1872-5 II. 232 
We onely made one order, that the House would entertein 
no new businesse till it be calld oyer. 1719 W. Wood Surv. 
Trade 10 Trade was fh-st entertain’d. .by little States. 

Emtertainahle (entsit^mabl), a. [f. Enter- 
tain v. ■+ -able.] Capable of being entertained, 
of being received into the mind. 

1684 Charnock Attrib. God (1834) I. 113 Whatsoever 
favours the ambition . . of men, is easily entertainable. 
Entertained (entojt^'nd i,///. tz. [f. Enter- 
tain v. + -ED 1 .] In senses of the verb. 

1 1. Taken into service ; enlisted. Obs. 

1589 Greene Mmapkon (Arb.) 34 Love that smiled at his 
newe interteined champion. 

2. a. That is receiving hospitality ; Tb. that is 
the object of efforts to amuse or gratify. Chiefly 
absol. 

1856 Miss Yqnge Daisy Chain r. xx. (1879) 206 It was 
perfect delight to entertainers and entertained. _ x86o O. W. 
Holmes Pro/. Breakf.-t. 32 We are the entertainer and the 
entertained. 

Entertainer (entort^'nai). Also 6-7 inter- 
teiner, (6 entsrteiner, interteinour). [f. En- 
tertain v. + -er f.] 

1. One who receives a guest ; one who shows 
hospitality ; a host. Also Jig. 

1576 YisMVXO Panoplie Ep. 1x6 Democritus. Sicyonius is 
.. my friendly interteiner. 1670 Walton Life Wotton 21 
He was a great lover of his neighbours, and a bountiful en- 
tertainer of them. 1772-84 Cook Voy. (1790) VI . 2220 Their 
entertainer was very corpulent. 1829 Lytton Disowned xi 
Having thanked his entertainers for their hospitality. 1856 
Mrs. Browning Anr. Leigh iv. 728 A graceful diner-out 
And entertainer more than hospitable. 

Jig. a 1656 Bp. Hall Rem. 89 (T.) We become the re- 
ceptacles and entertainers of his [God’s] good Spirit. 

b. One who admits to consideration (requests 
or proposals) ; one who harbours or cherishes (senti- 
ment, etc.). 

x6xo Shaks. Temp . n. i. 17 When euery greefe is enter- 
taind, That’s offer'd comes to th’entertainer. 161215 Bp. 
Hall Contempt . N. T. iv. xxx, Good purposes, when they 
are not held, . . turn enemies to the entertainer of them. 

2. One who or that which furnishes amusement ; 
one who gives a public ‘ entertainment \ 

a 1535 More On the Passion Wks. 1273/2 She was content 
to be talkatiue with a straunger, & wax a proper enterteiner. 
1793 {title), Wonderful Magazine and Marvellous Chronicle, 
or new weekly entertainer. 1870 H, Smart Race for Wife 
I, Conjurors, lecturers, monologue entertainers. 

+ 3, That which keeps up or promotes. Obs. 

1635 Pagitt Cliristianogr. (1646) 187 Equality in govern- 
ment is the entertainer of confusion, 
f Entertai*n©ss. Obs. rare- 1 , [f. as prec. ; 
see -ess.] A female entertainer ; a hostess. 

1709 E. W. Life Donna Rosina 41 She told her Enter- 
tainess that she was extreamly troubled. 

Entertaining (entoit^mig\ vbl.sb. [£ En- 
tertain v. + -in ok] The action of the vb, Enter- 
tain, in various senses. 

1568 Grafton Citron. II. 663 What profite this gentle 
entertaynyng of his people brought him. to . . all men 
may easely conjecture. 1642 Rogers Naantan 27 Both 
the message of Elisha and Naaman’s entertaining thereof. 
a 1687 Petty Pol.. Arith.i. (1691) 30 By this entertaining of 
Strangers for Soldiers, their Country becomes more and more 
peopled. 1883 Athenaeum 27 Oct. 534/2 The club expect 
also to have the entertaining of. . distinguished guests. 

attrib. 1791 in Picton L'pool Mnnic. Rec. (1S86) II. 268 
The present Assembly room was to be appropriated for an 
entertaining room. 

Entertaining (ento.it<?i*mq), ppl. a. ’ [f. as 
prec. + -ING AJ That entertains. . 

+ 1. Affording sustenance, supporting life, rare , 
1691-8 Norris Prod. Disc. 202 The Air Temperate and 
Healthy, the Earth Fruitful, and Entertaining. 

2. Agreeable ; interesting ; now chiefly, amusing. 
1697 Collier Ess. Mor. Snbj. 1. (1709) 12 For the Presence 
of any desirable Object, we know is more Acceptable and 
Entertaining, than either the Notion or Prospect of it. 1713 
Berkeley Hylas $ Phil. nr. Wks. 1871 I. 339 A part of 
knowledge both useful and entertaining.. 1729 Butler 
Serm. Wks. 1874 II. 44 The secondary use of speech is to 
please and be entertaining to each other in conversation. 
1796 C. Marshall Garden, i. (1813) 6 Of all the employ- 
ments in lire, none is more . . entertaining, than the culti- 
vation of plants. x 85 o Ramsay Remiti. Ser. 1. (ed. 7) 105 
Enterteening has in olden Scottish usage the sense not of 
amusing hut of interesting, 

1 3. That exercises hospitality -hospitable, rare. 

1659 Pearson Creed (1839) 458 This is the heavenly fellow- 
ship represented unto entertaining Abraham. 

Hence Entertainingly adv., in an entertaining 
manner ; + in, the planner of one who receives 
guests {obs .) ; in an interesting or amuskig way. 
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Entertai'ningness, the quality of being enter- 
taining. 

1621 Lady M. Wroth Urania 455 He bark’t not.. but 
look'd soberly and entertainingly, like a steward, on the 
strangers. 1754 Sherlock Disc. 36 (R ) He can talk en- 
tertainingly upon common subjects. 1809-10 Coleridge 
Friend (1865) 3 The entertainingness of moral writings. 1882 
Dr. J. Brown John Leech , etc. 320 The question is ably and 
entertainingly handled. 1884 Hale Christm. in JNarragan - 
settv. 117 No method known by which you can inspissate 
entertaimngness into a dull article. 

Entertainment (entoit^mment). Forms ; 
see Entertain v. [f. Entertain v. -r -ment.] j 
f 1. The action of upholding or maintaining. Obs. 
x6xo Death Ra-uil. in Harl. Misc. (Malh.) III. 114 Letters 
patent, .for the iritertainement of the edict made in Nantes. 

f 2. The action of maintaining persons in one’s 
service, or of taking persons into service. Also, 
the state or fact of being maintained in or taken 
into service ; service, employment. Obs. 

1577-87 Holinshed Ckrott. I. .78/1 The Saxons . , desirous 
of intertainment to serue in warres. x6ox Shaks. All's 
Well in. 1 . 17 He must thinkevs some band of strangers, 
i’th aduersaries entertainment. 1604 — Oth. in. in. 250 
Note if your Lady straine his [Cassio’s] Entertainment With 
any strong, or vehement importunitie. 1647 Spjrigge Anglia 
Redw. iv. vii. (1854) 269 All officers and soldiers that shall 
desire to take entertainment from any foreign kingdom. 
a x66z Heylin Laud 11. 259 To undertake some Stipendary 
Lecture, wheresoever they could find entertainment. 

T b. Provision for the support of persons in 
service (esp, soldiers’) ; concr. pay, wages. Obs. 

1535 Act 27 Hen. VIII, c. n § 1 The kings clerks . . haue 
for their enterteinements and their clerkes, nq fees nor 
wages certain® for those offices. 1596 Spenser State Irel. 
89 The which eighteene thousand pounds will defray the 
entertainment of 1500 Souldiers. i6xa Davies Why Ire- 
land, etc. (1787) 24 The Earl of Stafford's entertainment 
was, for himself six shillings and eight pence per diem. 

1682 Evelyn Mem. (1857) II. 172 And other officers, with 
their several salaries and entertainments. 1709 Strype A nn. 
Ref. Introd. ii. 16 Granting him 20s. a day. .towards the en- 
tertainment of an hundred horsemen serving there under him. 

T 3. Maintenance ; support ; sustenance. Obs. 

1603 Knolles Hist. Turks (1621) 1391 Lands for the in- 
tertainement of them and their horses. 1692 Ray Dissol. 
World iff (1732) 36 Most convenient for the Entertainment 
of the various Sorts of Animals. 1705 Stanhope Paraphr. 
III. 468 Creatures . . designed for the Service and Enter- 
tainment of Mankind 1754 Ersicine Print. Sc. Law (1809) 
89 The ex pence laid out upon the minor's entertainment. 
1761 Hume Hist. Eng. III. 71 James .. erected a college 
at Chelsea for the entertainment of twenty persons. 

T 4. Manner of social behaviour. Obs. 

1531 Elyot Gov. ii. xii. With hir good maners and swete 
enterteinements. 1572 J. Jones Bathes Buckstone Pref. 3 
The maners that to Phisicions belonged, are that thei be of 
gentle entertaynment. 1598 Barret Theor. War-res iv. i. 
118 Gouerne them with convenient speeches, and good en- 
tertainment and curtesie. 
t 5. Treatment (of persons). Obs. 

1568 Grafton Chrott. II, 669 He was of the Nobilitie re- 
ceyved, and with all honorable entertainement conveyed to 
the Kinges presence. 1645 Pagitt Hcresiogr. (1662) 45 This 
[viz. burning] was the entertainment that these sectaries had 
in times past. x66o Boyle Seraphic Love 74 The savage 
entertainment He met with in it [the World], 
f 6 . Discussion of a subject. Obs. 

1675 R. Burthogge Causa Dei 329 To conclude this 
tedious Entertainment of the Gentile Divinity, I will add, 
etc. 

7. Occupation ; spending (of time). Now rare. 

1551 Robinson tr. More's Utop. I . iiij b. What familiar occu- 

pieng and enterteynement there is amonge y« people. 1588 
Shaks. L. L. L. v. i. 126 Sir Holofernes, as concerning some 
entertainment of time. x86o Motley Netherl. (1868) I. iff 
91 A dallying entertainment of the time. 

8 . The action of occupying (a person’s) attention 
agreeably ; interesting employment ; ! amusement. 

1612 Brinsley Lud. Lit. xxviii. (1627) 282 An Oration by 
the highest, to giue the visitours intertainment. 1756-7 tr. 
KegslePs Trav. (1760) III. 123 A person who is fond of 
seeing natural curiosities cannot but meet here with the 
highest entertainment. 1824 Coleridge Aids Rejl. (1850) 
Introd. 47 He who seeks to find instruction in the following 
pages, will not fail to find entertainment likewise. 1857 
Willmott Pleas. Lit, xx i. 123 Biography .. furnishes enter- 
tainments to the reader. 

b. That which affords interest or amusement. 

1659 Gent l. Call, (x 696) 83 Other Mens [Affairs] .. are 

the usual entertainment of those that, neglect their own. 

1683 Dryden Life* Plutarch 80 It [history] has alwayes 
been the most delightful entertainment of my life. 17x3 
Steele Sped. N o. 423 t i Gloriana shall be the name of the 
Heroine in to Day’s Entertainment. 1756 Burke Subl. <$• 
B. hi. iv, These fine descriptive pieces., have been the 
entertainment of ages. 1788 Reid Aristotle's Logic iv. § 3; 
Sr His appetite for this kind of entertainment . 

c. esp. A public performance or exhibition in- 
tended to interest or amuse. 

Johnson (1755) assigns to the word a specific application 
to ‘the lower comedy’; in recent use it often denotes an 
assemblage of performances of varied character, as when 
music is intermixed with recitations, feats of skill, etc. 

*7*7 J. Thurmond (title). The Miser; or Wagner and 
Abericock. A Grotesque Entertainment. 1806-7 J. Beres- 
ford Miseries Hum. Life (1826) v. xiii, The entertainments 
at Astley’s or the Circus. 1847 Emerson Repr. Men, Shaks. 
Wks. (Bohn) 1. 353 Importunate for dramatic entertainments. 
x88x Sajntsbury Dryden 18 Davenant succeeded in pro- 
curing permission front the Protector . . to give what would 
now be called entertainments. 

9. The accommodation of anything in a recep- 
tacle. Obs, ■ • 


1697 Potter Antiq. Greece in. xx. (17x5) 152 Harbours 
were Places render’d . . commodious for the Entertainment 
of Ships. 1721 Perry Daggenk. Breach 122 Sufficient 
room for the Entertainment of Ships in this Harbour. 

T 10. Reception (of persons) ; manner of reception. 

*589 Greene Menaplton (Arb.) 66 Hath your hot inter- 
tainment cooled your courage? x6o6 Shaks. Ant. Cl. m. 
xiii. 140 Get thee backe to Csesar, Tell him thy entertain- 
ment. 1696 Locke Hum. Und. u. ix. (1695) 67 According 
to the divers circumstances of Childrens first entertainment 
in the World. 1692 Bp. Ely Ansu>. Touchstone A iv, In 
the very Prisons, where the Romish-Priests could meet 
with any entertainment. 

11. The action of receiving a guest. Also, the 
action of treating as a guest, of providing for the 
wants of a guest. 

1594 Hooker EccLPol. 1. x. (1611)32 The courteous en- 
tertainment of forreiners and strangers. 1649 Roberts 
Clavis Bibl. 421 Hezekiah's entertainment of them with 
giadnesse. 1698-9 Ludlow Mem. I. 19 (R.) Where [at White- 
hall] a constant table was provided for their entertainment. 
1702 J. Logan in Pa. Hist. Soc. Mem. IX. xxo The enter- 
tainment has been some charge, his retinue and company 
being great. 1725 De Foe Voy. round World (1840)245 
Not "the custom of the Spaniards to let their wives appear 
in any public entertainment of friends. 1848 Macaulay 
Hist. Eng. I. 385 The improvement of our houses of public 
entertainment. 1883 E. T. Payne in Law Times 27 Oct. 
432/2 The proprietor of [an inn] . . undertakes to provide 
for the entertainment of all comers. 

b. concr. Hospitable provision, for the wants of 
a guest ; esp. provision lor the table. Somewhat 
arch. 

1540 in Ellis Orig. Leti. 1. 146. IT. 126 The most bountiful 
gifts, the chere and most gratiouse enterteignment. 1590 
Spenser P\ Q. i. x. 37 His office was to giue entertainement 
And lodging unto all that came. z66x Pepys Diary cez Aug., 
To my uncle Fenner’s, where there was . . great deal of 
company, but poor entertainment. 1728 Morgan Algiers 
II. iv. 260 Provided of all requisite Entertainment for at 
least a Twelvemonth. 1849 James Woodman xii, Take order 
that lodging and entertainment be prepared at York. 

e. A meal ; esp. a formal or elegant meal ; a 
banquet. Somewhat rare in recent use. 

1607 Shaks. Timon l ii. 153 You have done our pleasures 
Mucn grace (faire Ladies) Set a faire fashion on our enter- 
tainment. 1669 Marvell Corr. Wks, 1872-5 II 285 A Bill 
. . against giving of interteinments of meat or diink. x68x 
R. Knox Hist. Ceylon 89 The Entertainment is, green Leaves 
..which they eat raw, ^ with Lime and Betel-nut. 1766 
Gqldsm. Vic. W. xxxii, A very genteel entertainment .. 
dressed by M r. Thornhill's cook, c 1775 Burke Sp. Durat. 
Par-l. Wks. X. 81 Entertainments, drinkings, open houses. 
1841 Lane Arab. Nts. I. 90 When the man returned from 
an entertainment. 

12. f a. The action of accepting (a present or 
proposal) ; the receiving in a certain manner 
(news, events, etc.) ; the * reception ’ (esp, favour- 
able reception, welcome^, e.g. of a newly published 
book, of a new idea or doctrine, etc. Obs, 

1586 A. Day Eng. Secretary i. (1625) 124 By patient suf- 
ferance, and entertainment of our harmes. 16x2 Rowlands 
More Knaues Yet 31 If a bribe doe entertainement finde. 
1612 Brinsley Pos. Parts (1669) Introd. 4 By the welcome 
and kind entertainment of my first labours, etc. 1648 Bp. Hall 
Select Th, xxiv, Evils, which we look for, fall so much 
the less heavily, by how much we are foreprepared for their 
entertainment. x 6 qz Tillotson in Wilkins Nat. Relig, 
Pref., The ensuing treatise . . needs nothing else to make 
way for its entertainment. 1699 Bentley Phal. 343 His 
Forgery met with good Entertainment. 1727 S. Switzer 
Pract. Gardiner xxxvii. 196 The Scorzonera has of late met 
with great entertainment at the tables of the curious. 

b. The taking into consideration ; entering upon 
the discussion (of a question). 

1841 Myers Cath. Th. iv, § 13. 253 Men will grow more 
and more averse to the entertainment of questions which, etc. 
e. The cherishing (an idea) in the mind. 

1841 Miall Npnconf. I. 17 The deliberate entertainment 
of this selfish design. 

Entertake, -tangle, -tear : see Enter- pref. 
and Inter-. 

Entertise, var. of Interdice, Obs, 
Entertissue: see Inter-. 

Enterval, -view, obs. forms of Interval, 
Interview. 

Enterwarn : see Enter- pref. 

Enterwo ven, enterwrought : see Inter-. 
t Ente’St, a. Obs, rare— 1 . ? Variant of Intext, 
interwoven. . 

1607 Tgpskll Serpents 627 His shield an hundred Snakes, 
his Fathers crest, An Hydra in their compass is entest. 

t E'ntheal, a. Obs. [f. as next + -al.] - next. 

1736 in Bailey ; 1847 in Craig ; and in mod. Diets. 

t E nthean, a. Obs. [f. Gr. 4v6e-o s (see Eu* 
theos) + -an.] Inspired by an indwelling god. 

*635 Heywood Hierarch. 1. 25 Some of their prophets in 
an Enthean fury, Predicted that a King should come from 
Iury, To Monarchise the World, 1652 Benlowes Theoph, 
xix. ciii, Canzons, lin’d with Enthean fire. 

+ Entile asm. Obs. rare— 1 , [as if ad. Gr. 
*kv$€acrfi6s f f. (see nexth] = Enthusiasm. 

1751 Byrom Enthrts. Poet. Wks. (1810) 251 Altho’ in one 
absurdity they chime To make religious entheasm a crime. , 

+ Entliea'stic, a. Obs. rare “h [ad. Gr. IvOm- 
(ttik-os, f. evOeafciv to be the subject of ‘posses- 
sion’ by a god, f. evOcos Entheos.] (See quot) 
Hence Enthea’stical a. t Snthea stically adv. 
1794 T. Taylor tr. Plotinus Introd. 23 The entheastic (or 
such as are agitated by a divine fury). — tr. Pausanias' 


EHTHEATE. 
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Greece HI* 266 Wisdom. . delivered . . entheastically, or ac- 
cording to a deific energy. 

t E'ntlieate, a. Obs. Also 7 entbeat. [ad. 
L. entheat-us , pa. pple. of *entheare, f. entheus ; 
see next.] Possessed or inspired by a god. 

c 1630 Drumm. of Hawth. Poems Wks. 29/2 Stars, „en- 
thoate from above. Their sovereign Prince laud, glorify, 
adore. 1640 W. Hodgson Commend* Verses in B. Jansen’s 
IVks., His Genius justly in an Entheat Rage, Oft lash’ t the 
dull — sworn Factors for the Stage. 

jj SSutheos, -US. Obs. rare . [a. L. entheos, -us, 
Gr. Zvdtos divinely inspired, f. Iv in + Oeus god. 

The use by Eng. authors appears to be suggested by some 
such L. phrase as entheus ardor. \ 

An indwelling divine power; inspiration. 

1594 J. Dickenson Arisbas (1878) 78 The diuine Entheos 
..should be affoorded to other nations. 2x595 — Shepk. 
Compl. (1878)23 Matchlesse perfections, wrought in them 
by vertue of a diuine Entheos. 1782 J. Scott Painting 
Wks. (Anderson) 770 Without the Entheus Nature's self 
bestows, The world no painter nor no poet knows. 

Hence T EPutbeous a . [ + -ous.] divinely in- 
spired. 

1682 H. Mork Anno f. GlanvilVs Lux O. 33 Men of a more 
/Ethereal and Entheous temper. 

Enthetic ten]>a'tik), a. Med. [ad.Gr. tvBarm-bs, 
f. h&€- aor. stem of kvn 94 vat, f. \v in + nOivai to 
place.] Put in ; introduced from without. Said 
of ‘diseases produced by inoculation or implanta- 
tion, and especially syphilitic diseases ’ (Syd. Sec. 
Lex.). 

1867 Abyss. Exped. in Standard 23 Nov., Most danger is 
to be apprehended from the outbreak of epidemics — of 
smallpox, cholera, and enthetic disease. x888 Sir M. 
Mackenzie Frederick the Noble 226 The man. .urged that 
the disease might be of an enthetic character. 

Enthirst : see En- prefix 2. 

Enthraldom (enjup-ldom). rare. [f. En- 
thrall v. + -DOM.] The state or condition of 
being enthralled, lit. and fig. 

1641 Jer. Burroughs Serm. 19 Tending . ..to the enthral- 
dome of the estates, liberties, consciences of their posteritie. 
1715 M. Davies A th. Brit . 1. 223 Fullof marks of their Popish 
Enthraldom. 1843 T ait's Mag. X. 559 It is not yours to 
weep The land’s enthraldom. 1884 Public Opinion 5 Sept. 
289/1 The emancipation of multitudes of meu and women 
from their enthraldom to a vitiated appetite. 

Enthral(l (enprp-l), v. Also in-, [f. En-! + 
Thrall sh. 

The sb. thrall may here be taken in either of its two senses, 

* slave ’ and ‘ slavery.’] 

1 . trans . To reduce to the condition of a thrall ; 
to hold in thrall ; to enslave, bring into bondage. 
Now rare in lit. sense. 

a. 1656 Cowi.ey Pindar. Odes, Brutiis iii, Ingrateful 
Caesar who could Rome enthrall. . 1659 Pearson Creed 
(1839) 5x2 A ransom is. - that which is detained, or given for 
the releasing of that which is enthralled. 1777 Watson 
Philip II (1839) 321 The danger, .of being again enthralled 
by the Spaniards. 2872 B. Taylor Faust 1.1875 ) I. xxv, I am 
free ! No one shall enthrall me. 

p. 1614 Raleigh Hist. World 1. 39 Those people, which 
he [the Turk] hath subjected and inthralled. 2636 E. 
Dacrks tr. MachiaveT s Disc . Livy II. 495 It is as hard and 
dangerous, .to inthrall a people, that would live free. 

2 . fig. To ‘enslave' mentally or morally. Now 
chiefly, to captivate, hold spellbound, by pleasing 
qualities. 

a. 1576 Newton tr. Lernnie's Complex. (1633) 170 A man 
should not give over or enthrall his credit and honour to 
Harlots. 1590 Shaks. Mids. N. m» i. 142 So is mine eye 
enthralled to thy shape, 1695 Ld. Preston Boeth. iv. 177 
Vice doth enthral Men’s strongest Powers. 1797 Mrs. Rad- 
cliefe Italian xvii, He was inclined to believe that a 
stratagem had enthralled him. a 1839 Praed Poems (1864) 
II. 123 And M — , in that simple dress, Enthralls us more 
by studying less. 1878 E. Jenkins H averholme 136 He 
was enthralled by the wizard spell of the orator. 

p. 1603 Daniel Def. Rhirne (1717) 12 Seeking to please 
our Ear, we inthral our Judgment. 1636 Healey Theo- 
phrast., Import. Diligence 53 This fellow perswadesjhim 
not so much to inthrall himselfe to his Physicians directions. 
c 1720 Prior Poems (1866) 12 She soothes, but never can 
inthral my mind, a 1803 Beattie Hermit (R.V Spring 
shall return, and a lover bestow And sorrow no longer thy 
bosom enthrall.. 1859 Kingsley Raleigh Misc. I. 30 The 
sense of beauty inthralls him at every step. 1876 Bancroft 
Hist: U.S. I. xviii. 516 To inthrall his mind by the influ- 
ences of religion. 

Plence Enthralled ppl. a. Enthraller, one 
who enthralls. Enthralling* vbl. sb. and ppl. a. \ 

159* Shaks. Two Gent. n. iv. 134 Loue hath chas’d sleepe 
from my enthralled eyes. 2600 Holland Livy 11. xxiv. 59 
The enthralled debtors . . were immediatlie by name en- 
rolled. 1644 Milton A reop. (Arb.) 75 Through our , , back? 
wardnes to recover any enthrall’d peece of truth out of the 

f ’pe of custom. 1640-4 in Rushw. Hist. Coll, in (1692) 
93 The subjecting and inthralling all Ministers under 
them. 1669 Cokaine Poems 149 Her sweetest mouth, .[is] 
Ail hearts enthraller. 1797 Burke Regie, Peace iii. Wks. 
VIII. 311 With an enthralled world to labour for them. x8zo 
Scott Monast. xiii, Those of the Sucken, or enthralled 
ground, were liable in penalties. 1871 Macduff Mem. 
Patmos xi v. 195 To break loose from the enthralling chains 
of earth. ' ■ 

Enthralment (enjir^lmentX f f. E nthralls. 
+ -ment.] The action, of enthralling ; the state 
of being enthralled ; slavery ; sometimes in pi . 
Chiefly^r. 

x6xx Speed Hist. Gt. Brit. ix. xvi. § 21 The King of France 
®ught seetne to bane sustained a grieuous losse by the en- 


thralment of this Duke. 2636 tr. Floras 258 Cataline.. 
was thrust into a treason for inthralment of his native 
Countrey. 1645 Milton Tetrach. (1851) 187 Ther can be 
neither peace, nor joy, nor love, hut an enthrallment. X794 
G. Wakefield Dk. of York 33 To weep over the enthral- 
ment of our species. 1805 Wordsw. Prel. 11850! 87 Life, In 
its late course of even days with all Their smooth enthral- 
ment. x8x8 Keats Endym. 1. 798 There are. . enthralments 
far .More self-destroying. 2828 D’Israeli Chas. /, I. iv. 77 
This tenderness in all probability was but the temporary 
enthralment of . the eyes. 1876 Bancroft Hist. U. S. V. 
Index 545 [Religious freedom] rises from inthralments of 
the hand of violence. 

t Enthri*!!, v. Obs. [f. En -1 + Thrill v.] 
trans. To pierce. 

X559 Sackville Mirr. Mag., Induct. Ri. liii, Pale Death 
Enthrylling.lt [her brest] to reue her of her breath. 1593 
Nashe Christ's T. (16x3) 182 The yron fist, that holds out 
nought but a knife to enthrill vs. 

Enthrone v en]>r<?<i-n), v. Also 7-8 mtbrone, 
[f. + Throne : cf. F. enikroner (Cotgr.).] 

1 . trans. To seat on a throne ; esp. to set (a king, 
bishop, etc.) on a throne as a formal induction to 
office ; to invest with regal or episcopal authority. 

x6o6 Shaks. Ant. $ Cl. hi. vi. 5 Cleopatra and himselfe in 
Chaires of Gold Were publikely enthron’d. 2651 Baxter 
Inf. Bapt ., A King is .. King .. incompleatly till he be 
solemnly Crowned and Inthroned. 1726 Ayliffe Parerg : 
63 This Pope.. was no sooner elected and enthron’d fin 
France, .but that he, etc. 1848 Macaulay Hist. Eng. I. 
135 He was not crowned and anointed in Westminster Abbey, 
but was solemnly enthroned. 1876 Green Short Hist. ill. 
xi9 [The] Bishop of Norwich was elected by the monks of 
Canterbury at his bidding and enthroned as Primate. 
fig. a 1628 Sir J. Beaumont Epiph. in Farr S. P . Jas. / 
(1848) 143 There pride, enthroned in misty errours, dwels. 
1727 Thomson Summer 400 One [maid], chief, in gracious 
dignity unthron’d Shines o’er , the rest, a 1790 Warton 
Enthusiast (R.), Where happiness and quiet sit enthron’d. 
1844 Stanley Arnold (1:858) II. 148 To enthrone the very 
mystery of falsehood and iniquity. x86S Miss Braddon 
Dead-Sea F. II. ix. 211 If she seem an angel to you, en- 
throne her in your heart of hearts, 

2 . To set as on a throne; to place in a high 
position, exalt. 

1699 Addison Imit. Milton 42 By every God that sits 
enthroned on high. 1856 Stanley Sinai 4* Pal. iii. (1858) 
271 Enthroned, .on a mountain fastness, a 1859 Macaulay 
Hist. Eng. V. 300 In every parish from Mile End to Saint 
James's was to be seen enthroned on the shoulders of stout 
Protestant porters a pope. 

lienee t Enth.rona*tion, Obs., in 7 intlir ©na- 
tion, the action of enthroning. Enthroned ppl. 

a. , in 8 inthroned, 

2611 Speed Hist. Gt. Brit. x. i. § 10 The antique Regall 
Chaire of Inthronation. a 17x1 Ken Div. Love Wks. (1838) 
247 Glory be to thee, O Love inthroned 1 

Enthronement (en]>mu-nmentV Also 7 in-, 
[f. as prec. + -ment.] a. The action of enthroning ; 
esp. the ceremony of enthroning a king or bishop. 

b. The fact of being enthroned. 

1685 Addr, Virginia in Lond. Gaz. No. 2051/2 Your 
Majesties peaceable and safe Inthronement in your Right- 
ful and Lawful Imperial Seat. 1878 Spurgeon Treas, Dav. 
Ps. cxviii, 24 The day of David’s enthronement was the be- 
ginning of better times. 1885 Manch. Exam. 9 Apr. 5/3 It 
was at Bishop Temple’s own request that bis enthronement 
. .took place so early in the morning. 

f Enthro*ng, inthro*ng, v. Obs. rare. [f. 
En- 1 , In- + Throng sb. and z\] a. intr. To 
crowd in. b. trans. To encircle in a throng, beset. 

1600 Fairfax Tasso xv. xli, The seas betwixt those Isles 
inthrong. Ibid. xix. xxxvii, His people like a flowing 
streame. inthrong. 1603 Florio Montaigne in. xiii. (1632) 
627 Alcibiades. .enthronged by his enemies. 

Enthroning (en^u-nig), vbl. sb. [f. En- 
throne v. 4- -ING 1 .] The action of the verb En- 
throne ; the action of formally inducting a king 
or bishop to office ; — Enthronement. Also fig. 

1668 Wilkins Real Char. 295 Coronation, Jn throning, is 
solemnity of King-making, or King-declaring. 1697 tr. 
Dupin' s Eccl. Hist. II. 32 These two letters were written 
a little while after the Enthroning of George. 1705 Stan- 
hope Paraphr. III. 94 Of that Enthroning the Holy Ghost 
shed abroad . . was a convincing Demonstration. 1848 
Macaulay Hist. Eng. II. 651 The enthroning of Henry the 
Fourth. 

Enthronizatiou (enjimurnaiz^jbn). Forms: 
6 intronyzaeion, -izacion, 6-8 intEronization, 
7- enthronisation, -ization. [f. Enthronizb + 
-ATION.] « Enthronement. Also fig. and attrib. 

15X7T0RKINGTON Pilgr. (1884) 11 A Riche Cappe which 
every Duk ys Crowned with at hys ffirst Intrononyzacions. 
1552 Bale Apol. 96 The feast of Sathans jntronizacion. 
1574 Life •jotk Abp. Canterb. Aviij, The installinge off 
Archbisshopps his predecessors (which they commonly call 
inthronization). 2614 Selden Titles Hon. 147 The Great 
Sophi hath at his inauguration a kind of miter horn’d put 
on by his Chaliph, at his inthronization. 1656 Trapp Comm*. 
* 4 c&xui. 9 Popes, .change their names at their enthroniza- 
tion. 1663 Aron-bimn. 3 All Israel shall be invited^ to 
wait upon the Solemnity of its [the sacred Ark’s] Inthroniza- 
tion. 1750 Hodges Elihu (1755) Prel. Disc, 77 In this 
vision we have a representation of the. .inthronization of 
the Lamb. 2838 Eraser's Mag. XVII. 628 Unanimous 
enthronisation of his genius above surrounding and inferior 
men. 2860 Freer Henry IV. , II. in. iii. 318 Opposite, was 
a chair., for the occupation of the king beforehis enthroniza- 
tion. 2879 W. Benham Mem. T ait 454 Immediately after 
the enthronisation the Archbishop and his family went to 
Lambeth. 

attrib. 2752 Milles in Phil. Trans. XLVII. 2x6 note. 
The enthronization-feast of archbishop Neville, 


ENTHUSIASM. 

f EntEromize, V. Obs. exc. arch. Forms: 
a. 4 eutronize, 6-7 entbronise, (-oauiz% 
-omsbe), 6-8 ©nthronize. 0. 4-6 intronise, -ze, 
6-7 intlrronise, -yse. [ad. OF. introniser 
(13th c. in Littr6) ad. late L. int{]i)ronizare, ad* 
Gr. h&povifav, f. Iv in y &povos Throne. / 

In the poetical examples the accent is variously e’nthronize, 
enthro'nize » the former accords best with mod. analo- 
gies.] :/ 

1. trans. = Enthrone v. i. K\sofig. and refit. x , 

a. 1393 Gower Conf. III. 167 What emperour was entro- 

nized The firste day of his corone. 1563-87 Foxe A. $ M., 
(1684) II. 437 He in his whole pomp mitred sat there enthron.? 
ized. 1594 J. Dickenson A risbas (1878) 41 Chastitie sate en- 
thronizde as gardian of her lookes. 2609 Bp. Barlow A nswt\ 
Nameless Catholic 304 Kings are enthroanized by Diuine 
ordinance. 1646 J. PIall Poems 78 With what grace Doth 
mercy sit enthromz’d on thy face 1 1651 Gataker Parker 

in Fuller Abel Rediv. (2867) II. 16 The first [archbishop] 
that, .was enthronized in that seat 

ft . 1393 Gower Conf. I. 254 Thus was he pope canonised 
with great honour, and intronised. 2460 Capgrave Chrqn. 
252 And aftir him [Urban] was intronized Bonifacius 
the IX. 2579 Fulke He skins' Pari. 296 The reuerend 
M. Doctor Heskins. .inthronized in his Doctours chayer. 
2637 Pocklington Altai's Cltr. 28 Ambition to step up intQ 
the highest roomes and seats, and there to inclose and in- 
thronize themselves. 2685 Acc. Coron. in Lond. Gaz . No. 
2028/2 Te Deum being Sung, He Ascended the Throne, and 
being Inthronized, the Arch-Bishops, etc. 1838 Rubric 
Coron. Q. Viet, in Maskell Mon. Rit. III. 123 The Queen 
will ascend the Theatre, and be lifted up into her Throne 
. .being Inthronized, or placed therein. 

2. To set as on a throne ; to place in a high, 
position, exalt ; to raise in dignity. 

a. 2583 Golding Calvin on Dent, clxxi. 1063 Enthronished 
with the Angels of Paradise. 1624 R.Tailor/A^ hath 
lost Pearls, in Hazl. Dodsley XI. 485 Here sits enthronis'd 
The sparkling diamond. 2623 Drumm. of Hawth. Cypress 
Grove Wks. 225 The sun enthronized in the midst of the 
planets, a 2711 Ken Hymns Festiv. Poet. Wks. 1722 I. 259 
An heav'nly Mind can never miss, To sit like Jesus enthron- 
iz’d in Bliss. 

0 , 1557 Primer, Landes B ij, O Glorious floure of woman-* 
hed Above the sterres inthronised. 1614 Raleigh Hist. 
World u. 378 Now inthronized he sits on high, I11 golden 
Palace of the starry Skie. 

Hence Entbronized ppl. a., Entbronisalng' 
vbl. sb. 

1572 N. Roscarrock in Bossewell Armorie Prel. Verses, 
Thenthronizing of loue. 1581 J. Bell Haddon’s A nsw. 
Osor. 305 b, After the enthronizyng of Hildebrand . . Kynges 
were called Kynges onely in name. 1602 Bp. Barlow Serm. 
Panics Crosse 25 The inthronising and deposingof Princes# 5 
is Gods onely prerogative royall, 1640 Howell Dodouals 
Grove 58 The newly enthroniz’d Oke. a 2734 North Exam '. 
n. v. § 27 (1740) 332 The heroic Carriage, .of some of the en- 
thronised Clergy. 1871 R. Ellis Catullus xxxiv. $ Latonia#, 
thou that art Throned daughter of enthronis’d Jove. 

Enthunder : see En- prefix 3. 

Enthuse (enjnzPz), v. CLS. {colloq. or humor- 
ous.) [An ignorant back-formation from Enthus- 
iasm.] a. trans. To kindle with enthusiasm, b. 
intr . To grow enthusiastic ; to go into ecstasies. 

2869 Ohio newspaper inN. $ Q- Ser. iv. IV. 512 The only 
democrat whose nomination could enthuse the democracy 
of Ohio, 2873 Lytton Parisians ir. viii, The American., 
whispered . . ‘ I am not without a kinkle that you will be 
enthused \ 1880 Grant Confess. Frivolous Girl iv. 180, 
I admit he began to enthuse a little. 1887 H. P. Kimball 
in Pall Mall G. 22 June 5/1, I don’t get enthused at all, 
sir, over all this Greek business. 

t Entlnrsiac, a. Obs. In 7 -ague. [f. Gr. &0ov-< 
erta (correctly inferred from its derivatives: see 
Enthusiasm) + -ac.] Cansing prophetic ecstasy. 

2603 Holland Plutarch's Mor. 1322 These Enthusiaque 
and divining spirits. 

t Entlur sian. Obs. [f. as prec. + -an.] = En- 
thusiast 1. 

2622 Burton Anat. Mel. m. iv. 1. iii. (1676) 406/2 Of 
Prophets, Enthusians and Impostors, our Ecclesiastical 
stories afford many examples. 2692 in Coles. 1707 E. 
Ward Hudibras Rediv. (1715) u. viii, Those.. contusions. 
Occasioned by such vile Enthusions [sic] Who had already 
robb’d the Throne. 

Enthusiasm (enJ>D7*zi t sez’m). Also 7 enthu- 
siasm©, (ent ousiasm, 8 enthysiasm). [ad. late 
L. enthusia$m-us, Gr. kvQovtnaafxbs, f. kvQovma-. 
favj f. kvQovcria (Zonaras Lex.) the fact of being 
€v$eos possessed by a god. Cf. Fr. enthousiastne. 

The word ivQovalo. has been explained by Leo Meyer as 
for *ev 6 eov<r[a }r abstr. sb. f. *€v 6 govvt- stem of pr. pple. of 
to be eriteos.] 

ti- Possession by a god, supernatural inspira? 
tion, prophetic or poetic frenzy ; an occasion or 
manifestation of these. Obs. 

[2579 E. K. Gloss. SpenseVs Sheph. Cal. Oct. Argt., A- 
certaine hScma%o <rp 6 s and celestiall inspiration. x6o8 
Sylvester Du Bartas 220 , 1 feel the vertue of my spirit 
decayed. The Enthousiasmos of my Muse allaid.] 1603' 
Holland Plutarch's Mor. 1342 The Daemons' use to make, 
their prophets and prophetesses to he ravished with an En- 
thusiasme or divine fury. i6ao J. Pyper tr. Hist. As trees 
1. v. T46 The Bacchanals runne thorow the streets raging 
and storming, full of the Enthusiasme of their god, 2651 
Baxter Inf. Bapt. 87 Doth he think they knew it by En- 
thusiasm or Revelation from Heaven ? 1674 Hickman Hist. 
Quinquart. (ed. 2) 8 Nothing made the Anabaptists so in- 
famous as their pretended enthusiasms or revelations. s 2693. 
Urquhart Rabelais hi. Prol., It is my sole Entousiasm. 
2807 Robinson Archaeol. Greeca iii. xii. 253 The second sort, 
of Beofcavrea . . were such as pretended to enthusiasm* 
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ENTHUSIAST. 

f b. (cf. 3.) Poetical fervour, impassioned mood 
or tone. Obs. 

1693 Dryden Juvenal Pref. (J.), Poetry, by a kind of en- 
thusiasm, or extraordinary emotion of soul, makes it seem 
to us that we behold, etc. 1779-81 Johnson jL P., Cowley 
Wks. II, 70 He [Cowley] was the first who imparted to 
English numbers the enthusiasm of the greater ode, and 
the gaiety of the less. 

2 . Fancied inspiration ; 'a vain confidence of 

divine favour or communication In 18 th c. 

often in vaguer sense : Ill-regulated or misdirected 
religious emotion, extravagance of religious specu- 
lation. arch, 

1660 H. More Myst. Godl. To Rdr., If ever Christianity 
be exterminated, it will be by Enthusiasme. 1711 Shaftesb. 
Charac. § 7 (1737) I. 53 Inspiration is a real feeling of the 
Divine Presence, and Enthusiasm a false one. 1747 Dodd- 
ridge Life Col. Gardiner § 137. 163 There is really such 
a Thing as Enthusiasm, against which it becomes the true 
Friends of the Revelation to be diligently on their Guard. 
1766 Walpole Let. 10 Oct., Towards the end he [Wesley] 
exalted his voice and acted very ugly enthusiasm. 177a 
Priestley Inst. Relig. (1782) 1 , 121 Enthusiasm [makes us] 
imagine that we are the peculiar favorites of the divine 
being. 1829 I. Taylor^ Enthus. ii. (1867) 20 The most 
formal and lifeless devotions, .are mere enthusiasm unless, 
etc. 1841-4 Emerson Ess. Over-Soul Wks. (Bohn) 1 . 118 
Everywhere the history of religion betrays a tendency to 
enthusiasm. 

3 . The current sense : Rapturous intensity of 
feeling in favour of a person, principle, cause, etc. ; 
passionate eagerness in any pursuit, proceeding 
from an intense conviction of the worthiness of the 
object. 

1716 Kennett in Ellis Orig. Lett. 11, 429 IV. 306 The 
King of Sweden, .must have much more enthusiasm in him 
to put it in execution. 1766-7 Mrs. S. Pennington Lett. 
III. 267 Different religions have introduced prejudices, En- 
thusiasms, and Scepticisms. 1792 A need. IF. Pitt I. xviii. 
282 A passion for glory which was nothing short of enthu- 
siasm. 1808 Sir John Moore in Jas. Moore Camp. Spain 
76 The armies you see are also without enthusiasm, or 
even common^ obstinacy. 1817 Miss Mitford in L’ Estrange 
Life II. i. 11 Enthusiasm is very catching, especially when 
it is very eloquent. 1863 Mary Howitt tr, E. Bremer's 
Greecel. ii. 56 Enthusiasm for the ideals of his country and 
of humanity. 

Enthusiast (enjii^ziisest). [ad. Gr. hOovaiaar- 
tjs, f. IvQovatufa v (see prec.). Cf. Fr. enthou- 
siaste.] 

f 1 . One who is (really or seemingly) possessed 
by a god ; one who is under the influence of pro- 
phetic frenzy. Also fig. Obs. 

a 1641 Bp. Mountagu Acts fy Mon. (1642) 162 So did 
those Enthusiasts amongst the Pagans deliver that . . wherof 
they had no ..apprehension. 1660 Stillingfl. Iren. 1. v. 
<1662) 96 Their proper Enthusiasts as the Sybils, and the 
Pythian Prophetess. 1677 W. Hubbard Narrative 11. 48 
The Indians, . will not as yet return any of our Captive 
Friends, till God speak to the foresaid Enthusiasts [two 
sagamores claiming divine inspiration]. 
fig. 1647 Crashaw Music's Duel Poems 90 She is placed 
Above herself— Music's enthusiast ! 1700 Dryden Alex- 

anders Feast 163 The sweet enthusiast from her sacred 
store Enlarg'd the former narrow bounds. 

2 . + a. transl. Lat. Enthusiasta : In Eccl. Hist. 
the designation of a sect of heretics of the fourth 
century, who pretended to special revelations. Obs. 
(the Lat. form is now used Hist.) 

1637 Hieron Wks. I. 82 There were in the elder times 
certaxne heretiques called Enthusiasts, which, .contemned 
the written word. 1639 F. Robarts God's Holy H. x. 75 
The haeresie of the Messalini otherwise called Euchites 
and Enthusiastes. 

b. gen. One who erroneously believes himself 
to be the recipient of special divine communica- 
tions ; in wider sense, one who holds extravagant 
and visionary religious opinions, or is character- 
ized by ill-regulated fervour of religious emotion. 

(Pagittand other 17th c. writers give enthusiasts as the 
actual name of a contemporary sect of Anabaptists ; hut 
this is probably a misapprehension.) 

1609 Downam Chr. Liberty 27 If there be no freedom in 
our wills before we be called, then belike., we must look 
with the Enthusiasts for violent raptures. 1614 T. Adams 
Devils Banquet 328 Sottish Enthusiastes condemne all 
learning, all premeditation. 1665 Glanvill Seeps. Sci. xiii. 
73 Hence we may derive the Visions, Voyces, Revelations 
of the Enthusiast. 1746 Wesley Princ. Methodist 54 It is 
the believing those to be Miracles which are not, that con- 
stitutes an Enthusiast 1806 Earl Westmorld. in Cobbett 
Pari. Deb. VII, 230 Atheists, enthusiasts, jacobins, and 
such descriptions of persons. 1856 R. Vaughan Mystics 
(i860) II. 164 This very Church of Rome incarcerated 
Molinos and Madame Guyon as dangerous enthusiasts. 

3 . One who is full of ‘ enthusiasm ’ (see Enthu- 
siasm 3) for a cause or principle, or who enters 
with enthusiasm into a pursuit. Const . for, in, 
cf, \to. Sometimes with unfavourable notion 
(transf. from 2b.): A visionary, self-deluded person* 

In present use the disparaging sense is more frequent- 
than m the case of the related words Enthusiasm and En- 
thusiastic. 

1764 Goldsmith Hist. Eng in Lett. (1772) II. 224 An 
en thusiast to the discipline of the field, *769 Junius Lett, 
xxxv. 158 Hardly serious at first, he is now an enthusiast. 
X790 Burke Fr. Rev. Wks. V. 197 We shall believe those 
reformers to be then honest enthusiasts. 1791 — Tk. Fr. 
AffairsYll. 74 At present the king., .can send none but the 
enthusiasts of the system, 1793. Holcroft tr. LavaUr's 
Physiogn. viii. 52 Paracelsus . . an astrological enthusiast. 


1836 Sir B. Brodie Psychol. Inq. I. L 26 The energy and 
sincerity of enthusiasts is powerful in all ages. 1878 Morley 
Carlyle in Crit. Misc. 196 The arbitrary enthusiast for ex- 
ternal order. 

Sometimes defined by the context in its etymo- 
logical sense, in order to give a different com- 
plexion to its use in sense 2 or 3, 

c 1771 Fletcher 4th Check Wks. 1795 III. 59 The true 
Enthusiasts, those who are really inspired by the grace and 
love of God. 1879 R. H. Smith in Sunday Mag. 507 He 
was an enthusiast in the best and truest sense of the word, 
for he was filled with the fulness of God. 

4 . atirib. or adj. That is an enthusiast ; pertain- 
ing to an enthusiast, enthusiastic. 

1681 Luttrell Brief Rel. (18 57) I. 88 The enthusiast 
maid of Hatfeild predicted the royall blood should be poy- 
soned. 1742 Collins Ode Pity 29 Shall raise a wild enthu- 
siast heat. s86s Thornbury Turner 11 . 325 In a room that 
resembled the miserable Barry’s, he lived his enthusiast life. 

Enthusiastic (enjjiz^zqoe'stik), a. and sb. [ad. 
Gr. kvOovaiaariK-os, f. kvOovaiafa v : see prec.] 

A. adj. Of or pertaining to enthusiasm, lull of 
or characterized by enthusiasm. 

1 1 . Pertaining to, or of the nature of, possession 
by a deity. Also fig. Obs. 

1603 Holland Plutarch's M or. 1348 For an instrument., 
to set it [divination) aworke, we allow a spirit or winde, and 
an exhalation enthusiasticke. 1647 Crashaw Poems 112 
Enthusiastic flames, such as can give Marrow to my plump 
genius. 1669 Gale Crt. Gentiles 1. 11 1. i. 12 The Forme., 
wherein the first Divine Poesie was delivered, was En- 
thusiastic. 1849 Fitzgerald tr. Whitaker's Disp.yys We 
do not speak of any enthusiastic influence of the Spirit. 

+ 2 . Pertaining to, characterized by, or of the 
nature of mystical delusions in religion. Obs . 

1690 Temple Ess. Heroic Virtue Wks. 1731 I. 220 Being 
built upon Foundations wholly Enthusiastick, and thereby 
very unaccountable to common Reason. 17 -27 Swift Let . 
Eng. Tongue , During the usurpation .. an infusion of en- 
thusiastic jargon prevailed. 1748 Hartley Obsegu . Man 
n. ii. 194 The ' . several Enthusiastic Sects that arise from 
time to time among Christians. 

f b. transf. Irrational, ‘ quixotic \ Obs. 

1692 Dryden St. Euremonfs Ess. 34 The Decii who 
sacrificed themselves for the good of a Society whom they 
went to forsake, seem to me truly enthusiastick. _ 1775 
Johnson Tax. no Tyr. 10 An absurd and enthusiastick 
contempt of interest. 

3 . Of feelings, convictions, etc. : That is of the 
nature of, that amounts to, Enthusiasm 3 ; in- 
tensely ardent, rapturous. Of persons, their tem- 
peraments, actions, language, etc.: Characterized 
by or manifesting Enthusiasm 3. 

1786 Burke W. Hastings Wks. 1813 XII. 401 Their 
military and enthusiastick spirit. 1791 — Lett. Member 
Nat. Assemb. Wks. VI. 39 A style, glowing, animated, en- 
thusiastick. 1793 Gouv. Morris in Sparks Life fy Writ. 
(1832) II. 276 The English will be wound up to a pitch of 
enthusiastic horror against France. 1808 Sir John Moore 
in Jas. Moore Camp. Spain (1809) 294 In aid of an enthu- 
siastic brave people. 1841 Lane Arab. Nis. I. 72 Enthu- 
siasticadmirers of literature. 1876 Green Short Hist. vii. 361 
A burst of enthusiastic joy hailed the accession of Elizabeth. 
fB. sb. = Enthusiast 1, 2 b. Obs. 

x6zo Healey St. Aug. Citie ofGod 56 There we saw En- 
thusiastikes, persons rapt with fury. 1634 Sir T. Herbert 
Trav. (1677) 326 (T.), The dervis and other santoons, oren- 
thusiasticks. 1692 Luttrell Brief Rel.(xZsT) H. 547 Some 
troopes were ordered to suppresse and seize upon the ring- 
leaders of these enthusiast! cks. 1707 E. Ward Hud. Rediv. 
(1715) II. ix, Enthusiasticks flock’d in Shoales, To fight, 
not for their Lives, but Souls. 

E&thusia'stical, a. [f. prec. + -al.] 

+ 1 . Of the nature of possession by a deity ; « 
Enthusiastic i. Obs. rare. 

ai6$z J. Smith Sel. Disc.v i. 183 This way of communi- 
cating truth to the souls of men is originally nothing else 
but prophetical or enthusiastical. 

f 2 . = Enthusiastic 2. Obs. 

1656 H. More Enthus . Tri. (17x2) 25 We are speaking 
now of Enthusiastical Sanguine. 1677 W. Hubbard Nar- 
rative n, 61 Squando ... that Enthusiastical, or rather Dia- 
bolical Miscreant. 1679 Puller Moder. Ch. Eng. (1843) 2 99 
This one enthusiastical conceit of the * Light within 1696 
C. Leslie Snake in Grass (1697) 92 The . . Enthusiastical 
Murthers, Rapines, and Outrage of the Zealots. 1729 But- 
ler Serm. Wks. 1874 II. 174 The subject is a real one : 
there is nothing in it enthusiastical or unreasonable. 1752 
Carte Hist. Eng. III. 82 The enthusiastical and seditious 
opinions of Muncer and the Anabaptists, a 1847 Mrs. 
Sherwood Lady of Manor!, ix. 401 A set of enthusiastical 
Methodists. 

fb. transf. Moved by irrational impulses; 
visionary; fanatically devoted to an idea or belief. 

2614 T. Adams Devils Banquet 331 Some will minister 
nothing, hut what comes next into their heads and hands : 
these are Enthusiasticall Phisitians. 1680 Burnet Rochester 
82 They are neither hot nor enthusiastical but under the 
power of calm and clear Principles. 17x1 Shaftesb. Charac. 
(1737) III. 64 There have been in reality Enthusiastical 
Atheists. 1750 Johnson Rambler No. 63 f 4 That all are 
equally happy . . none is sufficiently enthusiastical to main- 
tain. 

3 . « Enthusiastic 3. arch. 

1782 V. Knox Ess. (1819) III. cxviiL x The enthusiastical 
admirers of a favourite author. 1802 Mar. Edgeworth Mor. 
T. (1816) I. x. 82 The old man, whose temper was not quite 
so enthusiastical. 1837 W. W gRzZenobia (1844) 1. 4 A birth 
transcending human expectation,, could not. create a more 
enthusiastical sensation. 

Entlm-sia-stically, adv. [f. prec. + -ly 2.] 
t a. In. the manner of one under mystical reli- 


gious delusion. Obs. b. In the manner of one 
hill of enthusiasm ; with a display of ardent or 
rapturous feeling. . 

a. 1691 Wood ^ th. Oxon. (R.), He [John Oxenbridgel 
preached very enthusiastically in several places. 1696 C. 
Leslie Snake in Grass {i6$p 90 If they shou’d Enthu- 
siastically Believe, or Hypocritically Pretend. 1722 De Foe 
Plague U754> 26 Some were so Enthusiastically bold as to 
run about the Streets, with their Oral Predictions. 

b. X786 W. Gilpin in Mrs. Delanfs Corr. Ser. n. III. 
346 Plants, of which she is enthusiastically fond. 1848 
■MacaWAV Hist. Eng. 1. 362 His scheme was enthusiastically 
applauded. 1876 Grant Burgh Sch. Scoti. Pref. 5 Mr. Innes 
. . always entered enthusiastically into any proposal calcu- 
lated to elucidate the past history of his native country. 

Enthirsiastly, adv. rare. [f. Enthusiast + 
-ly^.] In the manner of an enthusiast. 

1884 W. J. Linton Poor Woman in Transl. Eng. Verse , 
155 The young . . Of her great beauty raved enthusiastly. * 
Entliwite, var. of Entwite v., Obs. 
Enthymematic l em^mimsetik) , a. [ad. Gr. 
kv6v/jnjiJ.aruws, i. kvBvixrjjm (see next).] Of, or per- 
taining to, or of the nature of an enthymeme ; con- 
taining an enthymeme ; consisting of enthymemes. 
Also Emthymematical a. in same sense. 

1588 Fraunce Lawiers Log. 11. ix. 98 b, An argument 
called Sorites by this enthymematicall progression. x68x 
Hobbes Rket. n.xxii. 84 Enthymeraatical; that is, have in 
themselves the force of an Enthymeme. 1827-53 Whately 
Logic n. iv. § 7 Here the Minor Premiss is what is called 
an Enthymematic sentence. x86o Abp. Thomson Laws 
Th. § 1x0.206. 

Enthymeme (e-njummi). Also 7-9 enthy- 
mem ; in Lat. form enthymema. [ad. L. enthy- 
mema , a. Gr. hQvurjfx a, f. kv&vgUa6ai to think, 
consider, infer, f. hv in + 6v/j6$ mind.] 

1 1. Rhet. After Aristotle’s use : An argument 
based on merely probable grounds; a rhetorical 
argument as distinguished from a demonstrative 
one. Obs. 

x6oo Holland Livy. xxm. xii. 481 These strange Enthy- 
memes and conclusions. 1642 Milton Apol. Smect, (1851) 
256 To wreath an Enthymema with maistrous dexterity. 
<21677 Barrow Serm. (1686) III. ii. 18 Oratours back their 
Enthymemes-' or rational Argumentations) with Inductions 
(or singular Examples). 1841 De Quincey Rhetoric Whs. 
X. (1862) 27 [Explains Aristotle’s use, as distinguished from 
that of later logicians]. 

t2. Cicero {Top. xiii.) uses enthymema for a 
striking antithesis closing a rhetorical period. 
Hence the following definitions : 

1657 J. Smith Myst. Rhet., An Enthymem. .is, as Cicero 
saith, when the sentence concluded consisteth of contraries. 
1731 Bailey, Enthymem (with Rhetoricians) is when the 
concluding sentence consists of contraries. 

3. Logic. A syllogism in which one premiss is 
suppressed. 

[This sense is due to a misapprehension (already in Boe- 
thius 42524', the description of the enthymeme (sense 1) as 
‘an imperfect syllogism' (art Ay* a-vAAoyuxjuos ) having been 
interpreted as referring to its form instead of its matter.] 
1588 Fraunce Lawiers Log. 11. ix. 98 b, An Enthymeme 
is nothing but a contracted syllogisme. 1656 Cowley Pindar. 
Odes 50 note , In Enthymemes . . half is left out to be sup- 
plyed by the Hearer. 1712 Arbuthnot John Bull (1755 ' 95, 

I desire to know whether you will have it by way of Syl- 
logism, Enthymem, Dilemma, or Sorites. 1764 Reid Inquiry , 
Perhaps Des Cartes meant not to assume his own existence 
in this enthymeme, but the existence of thought. 1795 
Wythes Decis. Virginia 15 The argument included in this 
opinion is an enthymema. 1827-36 whately Logic 265 In 
an Enthymeme the suppressed Premiss should be always 
the one of whose truth least doubt can exist. 1870 Bowen 
Logic iii. 57 The Common form of argumentation is En- 
thymeme, which consists of but two propositions. 

Entice (enters), v. Forms : a. 3-6 entyce, 
-tyse, 4-7 entise, (4 entythe, 7 entize,) 4 - en- 
tice. j8. 4 intisce, 5-6 intyce, 6-7 intise, 
5-8 intice. [a. OF. enticier (in ONF . enticher) 
— sense 1 ; the etymological sense was prob. ‘ to 
set on fire, add fuel to (a fire) ’ ; app. repr. Lat. 
type Hntitidre , f. in- (see In-) + *titi-us (class. L. 
titio) firebrand. Cf. Attice (of which this is a 
parallel form) and Tice ; for the development of 
sense cf. Embbace z>. 3 ] 

+ 1 . trans. To stir up, incite, instigate {to a 
course of action); also to provoke {to anger). Obs. 

1297 R. Glouc. (1724) 235 Edelfred. .He entyced and oj-er 
kynges . . pat hii wende to Walys. C1315 Shoreham 114 
Glotonye entythyth [“tread entychyth, entyssyth; rime 
norysseth] To lecherye her. CX325 E. E. A l tit. P. B. 
xi 36 poudry3tyn dyspleses with dedes ful sore, & entyses 
hym to tene more tray^ly )>en euer. ? 42x400 Chester PI. 
(1843-7)207 When he intisced hym through his read. ?« 1400 
Marie Arm. 307 To entyce the Emperour to take overe the 
mounttes. 1538 Bale Tkre Larwes 1998 Therein to do as 
ye shall me entyce. 1568 Grafton Chron. II. 720 Your 
maister, is . . entised and provoked by the Duke of Bur- 
goyn. ^ 1628 Hobbes Thncyd. (1822) 62 Not suffering the 
Athenians to give them the least way but enticing them to 
the war. 

2. To allure, attract by the offer of pleasure or 
advantage ; esp. to allure insidiously or adroitly. 
Often const, from , to (a course of conduct, a 
place). Also with away, in. 

1303 R. Brunne Handl. Synne 1503 3yf kem . . entycedest 
any fro relygyoun, Gostly ]>ou mayst hym slo. 1401 Pol. 
Poems (1859 ' 1 1* 33 -What charity is this . . to intice him to he 
buried among you from his parish church. 1550 Act 3 4' 4 


EHTICEMEKT, 


ENTIRE, 


Edtv. VI, c. 1 6 § 13 If. . the father . .steale, or intise away any 
such child. 1577 B. Googe Heresbach's H mb. iv. (1586) 187 
[Bees] . . entised with these newe flowres . . feed . . greedilie. 
1607 Dekker Westw. Hoe Wks. 1873 II. 306 Intist from 
mine owne Paradice, To. steale fruit m a barren wildernes. 
1648 Gage West . Ind. xix. '.1655) 144 Those that keep the 
Bodegones. .will commonly intice in the Indians, and make 
them drunk. 1664 Evelyn Kal. Hart. (1729) 209 Beer 
mingled with Honey, to entice the Wasps. 1706 Addison 
Rosamond m. iii, That no foul minister of vice Again my 
sinking soul intice. 1748 Anson’s Voy. hi. vi 348 We could 
not entice them on board. 1786 H. Tooke Parley Introd. 
6, I shall not be at all inticed by them to take upon my 
shoulders a burthen. 1807 Crabbe Par. Reg. ui. 1x810) 31 
No curious shell, rare plant . . Inticed our traveller, from 
his home, so far. 1872 Black Adz/. Phaeton xxv. 343 
My Lady strove to entice him into the general talk. x88o 
T. Spalding Eliz. Dentonol. 22 The most successful method 
of enticing stragglers into its folds. 

■f c. transf. To attract physically, nonce-use. 
1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. n. iii. 76 It would not 
intice it [the Needle] from A to B, but repell it from A to Z. 

1 3 . [? A distinct word, a. OF. entechier : see 
Enteche.] ? To catch (an infection or stain). Ohs. 

c 1340 Gazv. Gr. Knt. 3436 How tender hit is to entyse 
teches of fyl]?e. 

Hence + Enti*eeable a., Ohs., in 7 intiseable, 
fitted to entice, seductive. + Entreeful a., Ohs. 
rare, enticing, full of enticement. 

1607 Exam. Geo. Blakwel 156 Intiseable perswasions of 
mens alluring reasons. 1556 T. . Hoby tr. Castiglione’s 
Courtyer n. (1561) L b, Women enticefull past shame. 

Enticement (entarsment). Also 4-8 intice- 
ment. [a. OF. enticement : see prec. and -ment.] 
fl. Incitement, instigation. Also concr. some- 
thing that incites. Ohs. 

1303 R. Brunne Handl. Synne 2146 A 1 ys entycement of 
}>e deuyl. c 1380 Wyclif Apocalypse xiii. in Bible Pref. 8 
note, Fals prelates that don by the conseil and the entice- 
ment of hem that sechen erthelich thinges. c 1425 Wyntoun 
Cron. vm. xxiv. 199 Bis wes j?e fyrst entycement Bat 
amovyd on J>is were. 1494 Fabyan v. cxv. 80 Chylperiche 
hadde by intycementof Fredegunde wrongfullye turmentyd 
tharchebyshop of Roan. 1555 Eden Decades. IV. Ind. ( Arb.) 
331 They lacke breade, sake, and other intysements of 
glutteny. 1387 Fleming Contn. H olinshed III. 1367/2 By 
intisements of certeine seditious and traitorous persons. 

2 . The action of alluring or attracting; attractive 
quality, fascination ; concr. a means or method of 
enticing ; something which entices, an allurement. 

xS49 L. Coxe Erasm. Par. Titus ii. 14 A newe peculyar 
people, which .. should contemne y * euyls of this world, 
& treade downe y> entysementes & giftes of it vnder their 
fete. 1607 Fletcher Woman Hater 1. iii, Banquets, 
Masques, Shews, all inticements That Wit and Lust to- 
gether can devise. 1634 Milton Comas 524 Here to every 
thirsty wanderer, [Comus] By sly enticement gives his 
baneful cup. 1692 Bentley Boyle Led., i. 31 What intice- 
ment is there in common profane Swearing ? 1727 Bradley 
Pam. Did. s.v. Horse-Feeder, The Horse- Feeder, .must. . 
win him [the Horse] by gentle Enticements. 1738 Birch 
Life Milton Wks. I. 75 No Enticements of any kind were 
wanting. Great sums of Money were proffer’d, 1844 Emer- 
son Tantalus Wks. (Bohn) III. 322 There is in woods and 
waters a certain enticement and flattery. 

Eaiticer (entaisai). [f. as prec. + -ER 1 .] One 
who, or that which, entices ; f an instigator (obs.) ; 
a seducer, tempter. 

C1386 Chaucer Pers. T. F943 If that another man he 
occasioun or ellis enticer of his synne. c 1500 Hye Way to 
Spytal H. 833 in Hazl. E. P. P. IV. 60 Applesquyers, en- 
tveers, and ravysshers. 1583 Babington Commandm. vii. 
Wks. (1637) 58 The eye is a vehement inticer unto lust. 
1640 Bp. Reynolds Passions xvi, 173 Rarity is a marveilous 
Lenocinium, and inticer of Desire, a 1703 Burkitt On 
N. T. Matt. xxvi. 75 Either the first enticers, or the acci- 
dental occasions were women. 1858 Plain Serm . Var. Subj. 
227 H0W many a wretched being. . might but for some lustful 
enticer, have followed the Lamb of God in eternal glory 1 
Enticing (entorsig), vbl. sh. [f. as prec. 4 - 
-ing 1 .] The action of the vb. Entice. 

<2x340 Hampole Psalter xv iii. 13 Synnes hat comes of ill 
eggyngis [.S’, euel entysynge]. 1450-1530 Myrr. our Lady e 
194 They felle through the entysynge of the wycked 
spyryte. 1333 Coverdale Ecclus. ix. 4 Heare hir not, lest 
thou perish thorow hir entysinge. 1823 Scott Peveril via, 
Pardon my enticing away from your service the young 
woman. 

Enticing (entarsig), ppl. a. [f. as prec. + 
-ing 2 ,] That entices or instigates; insidiously 
attractive; alluring, beguiling, seductive. 

*553 T. Wilson Rhet. 40 A brothel! house where entisinge 
harlottes lived. 1593 Shaks. 2 Hen VI, 1. iii. 92 My selfe 
haue . . plac't a Quier of such enticing Birds. 161X Bible 
Col. ii. 4 Lest any man should beguile you with entising 
words. 1697 Dryden Virg, Georg, in. 337 The soft Seducer, 
with enticing Looks, The bellowing Rivals to the Fight 
provokes. 1788 Burke Sp. agst. W. Hastings Wks. XIII. 
305 Ladies recommended . . by sweet and enticing names. 
Mod. I do not find the prospect enticing. 

Enticingly ( entai *sigli) , adv. [f. prec. 4 -ly 2 .] 
In an enticing manner. 

1720 Welton Supper. Son of God I. iv. 71 An Enemy, so 
much the more formidable, as it, the more Enticingly, 
sooths our N atural Inclinations. 1831 Lytton Godolph. 9 
The idea . . more enticingly put than it was at first. 1877 
Lady Brassey Voy. Sunbeam xiv. (1878/ 240 We found the 
table most enticingly laid out. 

Entier, Entierty, obs. ff. Entire, etc. 
Entifical (entrfikal), a. rare. [f. assumed 
L. *entijic-us (f. ent - stem of Ens + -ficus : see -ire) 
-*• -al.] That bestows essential existence. 
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1743 J. Ellis Knowledge Div. Things iv. 367 Nothing 
being contingent but God foreknew it, and he . . could not 
know it without an eternal entifical Idea of it. 

Fntify (e*ntifai), v. rare. [ad. assumed L. *en~ 
tifiedre , f. as prec. : see -fy.] tram. To make 
into an entity, attribute objective existence to. 
Hence 22ntif.ca*tion. 

1882 tr. T. Vignolls Myth <§• . 5 V. (Internat. Sck Series) 154 
The primitive and conptant act of all animals . . is that of 
entifying the object of sensation . , Such entification is the 
result of spontaneous necessity. 

t Enti ltmcut. Obs. rcre~\ [f. En-I + Tilt 
sh. + -ment.] A temporary covering ; an awning. 

*599 Nashe Lenten Stujfe 80 The best houses and walls 
there were of mud, or canvas or poldavies entiltments. 

Entineiure, Pntinsei : see En- pref. 1 1 b. 
t Entrne, v. Obs. [f. En- 1 + Tine (Spenser), 
Tind to kindle.] trans. To kindle, light up. 

x6i2 LANEy^?w. Tale E. E. T. S. 3i8This aunswer. .taught 
Videria this new brond t’entine. Ibid. 326 Whose dauncinge 
plumes, .seemd at the sonns beames many sonns t'entyne, 
Entir, var. of Inter. 

Entirchawnge, Entirdite : see Inter- 
change, Interdict. 

Entir 3 (enteieu), a., adv, and sh. Forms : a. 
4-6 enter(e, 5 -6 enfciei\e, -tyer(e, (4 entre, 4-7 
enteer(e), 7 entyre, 6- entire. 0 . 4 intier, 5-6 
intere, 5-7 intyre, 6 Sc. inteir, 6-9 intire. [a. 
OF. entier, entir— Pr. entier , entieyr , Cat. enter, 
Sp. entero , It. hitero, Pg. inteiro L. inte'gr-um , 
f. in not + *tag- root of t anger e to touch. 

The L. integer was used in the lit. senses ‘whole, un- 
broken, sound', and in the fig. of ‘untainted, upright'; 
these senses remained in early French and consequently in 
Middle English, but with very few exceptions only the lit. 
senses have survived to the present time.] 

A. adj. 

1 . Whole ; with no part excepted. 

a 1400 Symbols Passion 229 in Leg . Rood 196 To sen It a 
twelf-moneth ich day enter, a 1400-50 A lexander 1261 To 
tell hair torfer in tere it vvald tary me to lang. 1494 Fabyan 

5 Of bothe Jandes the Cronycles entyere. a 2533 More 
On the Passion Wks. 1337. 2 The very real thinges that is 
conteyned vnder both those fourmes, is one entiere bodye. 
x6x8 Sir H. Carey in Fortesc. Papers 56, I have yourself 
to be my noble wittness for my intyre proceedeing. 1667 
Milton P. L. xn. 264 The Sun shall in mid Heav'n stand 
still A day entire. 1747 Wesley Prim. Physic (1762) xxi 
The entire Creation was at Peace with Man. 1816 Kirby 

6 Sp. Entomol. 1 1828 II. xviii. 107 Destroys an intire colony, 
of which she would he the founder. x86o Tyndall Glac. 1. 
§ 7. 48 Sufficiently strong to bear the entire weight of the 
body. 

2 . Complete ; constituting a whole ; including 
all the essential parts, f In early use also, perfect, 
containing all that is desirable. 

c 1430 Lydg. Bochas 1. i. (1544) 1 b, Paradyse, a place most 
entiere. 1571 Digges Pantom. 1. xxxv. L j b, You shall 
make one entier table of all, conteyning the number of 
myles, furlongs, etc. x688 R. Holme Armoury m. 322/1 
The Drill, the Drill Bow, and the Drill Plate, go all to- 
gether as one entire Instrument. 1697 Dryden Virg. Past. 
Pref. (1721) I. 93, I do not design an intire Treatise in this 
Preface. 1804 Ann. Rev. II. 77/1 The occupier of what is 
called an entire farm. 1873 Symonds Grk. Poets iii. 81 Pho* 
cylides says : In justice the whole of virtue exists entire. 

fb. Applied about 1722 to a kind of malt 
liquor (similar to what is now called * porter ’), 
(See quot. 1802.) Ohs. ; but see C. 4. 

1742 Lond. Country Brew. j. (ed. 4) 25 For intire small 
Beer, five or six Barrels off a Quarter. 1734 Connoisseur 
xv, A publican . . ventured an hogshead of entire butt on the 
candidate who serves him with beer. 1771 Smollett 
Hwnph. Cl. (1815) 148 Calvert's entire butt beer. x8oa 
[J, Feltham] Picture of London 249 Porter obtained its 
name about the year ^ 17 30 . . [it had previously been] the 
practice to call for a pint of three threads , meaning a third 
of ale, beer, and twopenny. . .A brewer of the name of Har- 
wood conceived the idea of making a liquor which should 
partake of the united flavours of [all three 1 . . calling it entire 
or entire butt. 1839 Bailey Festus xviii. (1848) 181 And 
porter and stout, entire and brown. 

3 . Of a quality, state of feeling, condition, fact, 
or action : Realized in its full extent, thorough, 
complete, total. (. Entire affectioti, friendship , etc. , 
may sometimes occur in this sense, but chiefly be- 
long to the obs. sense 10.) 

c 1400 Pol. Rel.fi L. Poems 25 6 Than schalt bou sacrifice 
accepte Of r^twisnesse & treujoe entere. 14x3 Lydg. Pilgr. 
Sowlew. xx. (1483) 64, I had ioye entier and eke gladnesse. 
1642 Rogers Naainan 587 Gods cures are like himselfe, 
perfect, intire, and absolute. 1647 Clarendon Hist. Red. 
1. (1843) 5/2 That he . . might . . present to his majesty the 
entire peace and restitution of his family. 1692 South Serm. 
(1697) I. 475 The Intire overthrow of this mighty . . Host of 
the Midianites. 1712 W. Rogers Voy. p. vi, I wish you 
intire Health and Happiness. 1755 Young Centaur ii. 
Wks. 1757 IV. 741 Hell is nothing but an intire absence 
from Him. 1793 Burke Corr. (1844) IV. 186 If you did not 
give entire credit to my declarations. 1836 J. Gilbert Chr. 
Atonem. vi. (1852] 161 The statements of Scripture are in 
entire harmony with this representation. 1853 Macaulay 
Hist. Eng. III. 220 Granting entire liberty of conscience. 
1879 R. K. Douglas Confucianism iii. 80 Entire sincerity 
is required of them who approach the altar. 

b. With agent -noun or sb. descriptive of a 
person : That is thoroughly of the character de- 
scribed. f Also formerly as predicate : Thoroughly 
established in (an opinion, a resolve, knowledge, 


etc.) ; cf. Fr. entier ‘qui maintient entieres ses 
idees, ses volontes ’ (Littre). 

1334 Ld. Berners Gold. Bk. M. Aurel. (1546) Gg, All 
these mortall men ar so entier in their owne wylles. 1641 
Hinde f. Bruen lvii. 190 All such .. as were most sound 
and entire in the Knowledge of the Truth. 1653 Francion 
xi. 23 They did not know her to be entire in her resolutions, 
and that she would not forsake them for any Remonstrances. 
1637 Karl Monmouth \x.Parata’ s Pol. Disc.Z 5 The Romans 
never laid down Arms but when they were entire Victors. 
Mod. He is an entire believer in Christianity. 

f c. Of persons : .Wholly devoted to another^ 
perfectly beloved. In later use, of friends and 
friendly intercourse : Unreserved, familiar, inti- 
mate. Obs. [cf. Fr. ami entier, and equivalent ia 
It. and Sp.] 

t c 1420 Pallad. on Hush. 1. 279 Hym nil I undertake That 
is thi dere entere. 1430 Lydg. C hr on. Troy 1. v. Thy 
doughter deare That was to the so passingly entere. t6o8- 
xx Bp. Hall Medit. <§* Vows n. § 38 It is best to be courteous 
to all ; entire with few. x6xx Coryat Crudities Ep. Ded.„ 
My most sincere and entire friend M. Lionel Cranfield, 
1641 Bp. Hall Rem . Whs. 11. (1660) 89 It troubled him an 
hundred times more to be cast out from this (more entire) 
presence. 1643 Horn & Robotham Gate Lang. Uni. xciii. 
| 909 Waiwardnesse estrangeth the. ent ires t friends, a 17x8 
Penn Life Wks. 1726 I. 232 An entire and constant Friend. 

4. Whole, unbroken, intact ; not mutilated or 
decayed ; undiminished in quantity or extent. 

a 1631 Donne Paradoxes .(1652) 86 [A miser's treasure 
profits no one;] Yet it remains intire. 1636 More Antid. 
Ath . m. viii. (1712) 113 His body was found entire. x666 
Evelyn Diary 7 Sept, Nothing remaining intire but the 
inscription in the architrave. 1697 Potter Antiq. Greece 
1. xxv. (1715) 132 Their Estates, which were all that time 
preserv'd entire to them. 1727 A. Hamilton New Acc. E. 
hid. I. x. 102 The Portugueze capitulated to leave Ormuze, 
with all the Fortifications intire. 1805 Wordsw. Prel. 
iv. (1850) iox In military garb, Though faded yet entire. 
1826 Kirby & Sp. Entomol. (1828) IV. xxxvii. 19 The head- 
less animal made the same movements as when intire. 

b. spec. Of male animals : Not castrated. [So 
in all Romanic langs.] 

1834-43 Southey Doctor (1849) 339 What the Spaniards 
. . call a Caballo Padre, or what some of our own writers 
. . appellate an entire horse. 1876 W hyte M elvi lle Kater - 
felto vii. 78 The animal, though an entire horse . . responded 
lovingly and gently to his caress. 

c. Of immaterial things: Unimpaired, undi- 
minished. 

x6ox Holland Pliny 1, 136 But there continue still in their 
entire and as flourishing state as euer the city Hebata and 
Oruros. 1633 A. Stafford Fern, Glory (1869) 107 The first 
Principles of my Religion . . I will preserve entyre. 1667 
Milton P. L. i. 146 If he our Conquerour .. Have left us 
this our spirit and strength intire. 1736 Butler Anal. 1. i. 25 
Apprehension, Memory, Reason, all entire. 1833 Robert- 
son Serin. Ser. in. xvi. 2x9 When Christian principles were 
left entire. 

+ d. Of a question : Intact ; that has not been 
entered upon. Of an offence : In no degree atoned 
for or ‘ purged Ohs. 

X598 Grenewey. T acitus’ A nn. in. xvi. (1622) 71 Yet that 
the offence committed against his father, was entire. 1698 
Sidney Disc. Govt. i. § 3 (1704) 8 So that the Question re- 
mains intire, as if he had never mention'd it. 

©. Of persons: With unimpaired strength, not 
fatigued or worn, fresh. [So L. integer .] arch. 

1390 Spenser F.Q. i. vi. 44 Backe to fight againe, new 
breathed and entire. 1628 Hobbes Thucyd. (1822) 104 Won 
to the war when you were entire but repenting it upon the 
damage. 1665 Manley Groiius’ Low-C. Warres 291 Six 
hundred intire, beside two hundred sick and wounded. 
1853 Robertson Serm. Ser, iii. i. (1872) 8 He is entire, 
powerful because he has not spent his strength. 

5. Wholly of one piece ; continuous throughout ; 
one and undivided. Now only in scientific use. 

1590 Spenser F. Q. i. vii. 33 But all of Diamond perfect 
pure and cleene It framed was. One massie entire mould. 
1604 Shaks. Oth. v. ii. 144 Of one entyre and perfect Chry- 
solite. 1679 Penn A ddr. Prot. 1. ix. (1692) 46 Being but 
one Entire Interest throughout the World. 1699 Dampier 
Voy. II. 1. i. 14 A turn on the Last side of the River, which 
is here entire : for a little before, .we met the main stream 
where it parts into the 2 channels. 1703 Maundrell 
Jozirn. Jerus Euphrates, $c. (1732) 4 Intire blocks of 
wood. 1726 Leoni Alberti's Archit. I. 42 a, All Stone 
should be entire . . you may know whether it is entire or 
crack'd. 1786 tr. Beckforas Vathek (1868) 28 The chasm 
closed, and the ground became as entire as the rest of the 
plain. 1817 W. Selwyn Law Nisi Prius II. 860 If a man be 
imprisoned . . on the xst day of January, and kept in prison 
till the 1st day of February . . the whole is one entire tres- 
pass. 1834 M c Murtrie Cuvier's Anim. Kingd. 200 The 
first dorsal entire ; while on the contrary the last rays of the 
second, as well as those of the anal which correspond to 
them, are detached. 1880 Gray Struct. Bot. vi. § 5. 245 
The calyx or corolla when gamophyllous . . is said to be . . 
entire, when the union is complete to the summit or border. 

b. Of troops : Forming an unbroken body. Now 
only in techn. phrase Rank entire. 

1568 Grafton Ckron. II. 505 The Duke of Bedford . . 
made likewise an entier battayle. x6ox Proc. agst. French 
in Select . Harl. Misc . (1793) 476 They marched intire 
through the body of the country. X833 Regnl. Instr. 
Cavalry 1. 126 The Squads should, .be formed rank entire. 
1879 A. Forbes in Daily News 13 June 5/6 That the true 
tactic is to work in rank entire. 

C. In scientific use : Having an unbroken out- 
line, without notches or indentations. Said, e.g . 
of leaves, shells, certain parts of animal bodies. 

X757 Miller in Phil. Trans. L. 433 The leaves are intire, 
and come to a point at their base. 1817 Coleridge Biog. Lit. 
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(1847). ! I, 209 The gable ends . . towards the street, some in 
the ordinary triangular form and entire as the botanists say. 
2828 Stark Elem. Nat. Hist , II. 180 Last segment of the 
abdomen entire or notched. 1835 Lindley Introrf. Eat. 
(1848) I. 261 The entire blade of the Box tree. 2866 Tate 
Brit. Mollusks iii. 45 The aperture is entire that is not 
notched or produced mto a canal. 

1 6. Wholly of one kind, homogeneous; free 
from alien admixture. Oh. 

1622-62 Heylin Cosmogr. 111. (1673) 41/2 And yet those 
Maronites though intire without intermixture are held, 
etc. 1640 Quarles Enchirid. iv. xcvii, It is . . a plaine 
suit of one entyre cloth. 1648 Petit . Eastern Assoc. 14 Were 
both the Houses*. so intire from Qpinionists..as we could 
wish. 1683 Brit. Spec. 39 The old Language of the Britains 
who have been . . curious to preserve it entire without any 
mixture. 1683 Salmon Boron Med. in. 671 It preserves it 
safe and intire from filth. 1699 Bampier Voy. II. 1. viii. 
157 It was brackish : for though the fresh water is bom up 
by the Sait, and it might be in tire without mixture, yet, etc. 

b. Of qualities, feelings, etc. : Pure, unmixed. 
Cf. 3* 

1597 Shaks. 2 Hen. IV, n. iv. 352 See now whether pure 
Feare, and entire Cowardise, doth not make thee wrong 
this vertuous Gentlewoman, to dose with vs? 1667 Milton 
P.L. hi. 265 Wrauth shall be no more Thenceforth, but in 
thv presence Joy entire. 

7. Wholly reserved ; unshared. Entire tenancy 
(Law) : see quo t. 

1642 Termes de la Ley 137 Entire Tenancie is that which 
is contrary to severall Tenancie, and signifieth a sole pos- 
session in one man. 1707 Hearne Collect. (Oxf. Hist. Soc.) 

I. 339 Mr. Foulkes keeping it intire to himself. # Mod. He 
has the entire control of that department. I will take the 
entire responsibility of this step. 

b. Entire to itself % secluded, kept apart, private. 
a 1628 Raleigh Rem. (1644) 20 That Aristocracy be not 
too magnificent nor intire to it self, but communicate with 
the people some commodities of State or Government. 1649 
Milton Eikoti. xxviii, Those few mortifying hours that 
should have been entirest to themselves. 

. II. In ethical sense. 

f 8. Of reputations or persons : Free from re- 
proach, unblemished, blameless. Oh. 

1577 Holinshed Chron. II. 193 Richard Grafton was a 
right reverend man whiles he lived and of entier name also 
being dead. 1667 Milton P. L. ix. 292 Daughter of God 
and Man, immortal Eve, For such thou art, from sin and 
blame entire. 1678 R. Barclay Apol. Quakers x. § 16. 304 
The Bishops and Apostles . . should be men of most intire 
manners and Life. 1779 J. Moore View Soc. Fr. (1789) I. 
i, 5 He who has the vigour to disentangle himself from the 
spares of deep play . . with his character entire may be es- 
teemed a fortunate man. 

1* 9. Of persons and their actions : Characterized 
by integrity ; incorruptible, honest, upright. Oh. 

<1x430 Lydg. Bochas in. v. (1554) 77 b There was a prince, 
full notable and entere Called Otanes. c 1500 Doctr. Gd. 
Serv aunts in Poet. Tracts (Percy) 3 Be of thy mynde 
peasyble and entere. *647 Clarendon Hist. Reb. (1702) I. v. 
516 Some very honest and intire Men stayed still there. Ibid. 

II. vi. 54 From whom he could expect no entire, and upright 
dealing, 2707 Hearne Collect. 30 May (Oxf. Hist. Soc.) II. 
27 John Urry of Xt Church, an intire Man. 

'+ 10. Of feelings, the heart, etc. : Unfeigned, 
sincere, genuine, earnest. Oh. 

^The examples of this sense are often not easily to be dis- 
tinguished from those of the still current sense 3, to which 
expressions like entire affection, etc., if used at all, would 
now belong. 

c 2380 Wyclif Whs, (1880) 106 Treuly assoiled of god for 
his entre sorwe of synne. c 1430 Syr Gener. (Roxb.) 7365 
He hem met with hert entier; 2509 Fisher Fun. Serm. 
Ctess. Richmottd Wks. 302 But we shall with moost entyer 
mindes beseche hym. 1535 — Wks. 382 Draw nygh vnto 
hym with entiere deuotion. 2556 Lauder Tractate 528 
With hert Inteir I wald beseik your Maiesteis. 2596 Shaks. 
Tam. Skr. iv. ii. 23 Your entire affection to Bianca 1650 
Hubbert Pill Formality 193 That love, and intire affection 
that you bear to their poor souls, a 2726 Black all Wks. 
(2723) 1 . 112 The strictest Friendships, the most intire Love, 
«nd the firmest Peace. 

f ll. The notion 'intimate’ developed in sense 
3 b seems to have suggested an association of entire 
with interior. Hence perh. Spenser's parts entire 
'inward parts’. 

• [2483 Cath. AngL, Entyrly , intime. *5. . Cooper_ Lat, 
Diet., Intime, entirely.] 2590 Spenser F. Q. iv. viii, st. 
48 Casting flakes of lustful fire, .into their hearts and parts 
entire. 

t B. adv. a. Wholly, completely, b. Heartily,, 
sincerely, unfeignedly. Oh. 

a. la 2400 Chester PI. (1843) 1 . 193 Seith fourtie dales are 
gone intier. Cf. 2707 in A. 7. 

b. c 2430 Syr. Gener. (Roxb.) 7609 He that me loued most 
entier. c 2430 Lydg. Smyth <$• his Dame 467 in Hazl. E. P. P. 

III. 218 She.. thanked God intere. 

C. sb. 

L The whole ; the assemblage of all the parts ; 
the full extent (of anything). In recent use some- 
what rare. 

2597 Bacon Centers Good $ Emil v. (Arb.) 245 It, is not 
safe to deuide, but to extol! the entire still in generall. 2609 
Tourneur Fun. Poem 375 The parts: the entire; and every 
circumstance That was contingent. 2804 Castlereagh in 
S. J.O wen Wellesley's Disp. 250 We have by two wars . .bound 
up the entire of Mysore m our dominions. 183a G. Downes 
Lett, Cant. Countries I. ,234 A range of seven graves, enclosed 
each by lofty railings— so that the entire resembles, etc- 
2842 S. Lover Handy Andy viii, The death of her husband, 

' who left . her ; the : ' entire ■ of. his property. i , .1876. . Gladston e 
Synchr. Homer 193 In the entire of the Poems we never 
hear of a merchant ship of the Greeks. 


2. Entirety; completeness. 

2622 Bacon Hen. VII, 158 Maintaining the Liberties of 
Holy Church in their Entire.. 1859 Thackeray Virgin Axni. 
(D.). Too long to print in entire. 

3. An entire horse ; a stallion, 

2881, J. F. Keane Joum . Medinah 160 He bought two 
young bay entires for one hundred dollars each. _ 2886 Daily 
News 14 Dec. 3/1 Four heavy-looking grey entires. 

4. Short for entire beer : see A 2 b. 

Not now in current use exc. on tavern sign-boards and the 
like, where ‘A. B. C. & Co’s entire’. is still advertised. 

1825 Hone Every-day Bk. I. 691 Hagger’s entire [humor- 
ously for * ginger-beer r ], two-pence a bottle. 2854 W voter 
Curiosities Civiliz. 239 On countless sign-hoards of the 
metropolis this [porter J. .is advertised by the title of entire. 

t Entrre, v. Oh. [f. prec. adj.] 

1. trans. To make a whole of ; to unite. 

2678 Sir J. Spelman Alfred Gt. (1709) 28 The West Saxon 
Kingdom and the Kingdom of Kent became again entired 
in one in his hand. 

2. To attach exclusively ; also in weaker sense, 
to attach closely or intimately. 

1624 Heywood Gunaik . 305 Lamia was. .entyred to Deme- 
trius. Ibid. vii. 323 Shee had a bedfellow, unto whom above 
all others shee was entired. 2655 — Fortune by Land S. 
v. Wks. 1874 VI. 432, I take my Sisters husband, unto me 
Therefore one most intir’d. 

Hence Enti-red ppl. a. «= Entire 3 c. 

2635 Heywood Hierarch. 1. 37 Theseus in Search of his 
deare and Entired friend Perithous. 

Entirely (entsi®uli), adj. and adv. Forms: see 
Entire and -ly 1 and 2 . [f. Entire a. + -ly.] 
f A. adj. (ME. only), a. Full, complete, b. 
Sincere, having integrity. Obs. 

24. . Pol. Rel. <$* L. Poems 41 Besechinge you euer with 
myn enterly hert. 1488 Caxton Ckast. Goddes Chyld. 10 
Yeuing up thankynges with enterly deuocyon. 2497 Bp. 
Alcok Mans Perfect , B iij, Y« very enteerly folowers of 
Cryste Ihesu. 

B. adv. 

f 1. In an entire state ; without diminution or 
division, as a whole. Obs. 

(As in the case of the synonyms whole etc., the adj. would 
now be used instead of the adv.) 

2492 Act 7 Hen. VII, c. 12 Pream., To preserve the pos- 
sessions of the Crown hoolly and entierly without any sever- 
aunce or decreasing therof. 2512 Act 4 Hen. VIII, c. 19 
§ 20 The hole summes . . delyverd fully & enterely. 1659 
Annesley in Burton's Diary (1828) IV. 464 The which was 
read first intirely, and afterwards, in parts. 

2. Wholly, completely, perfectly ; without ex- 
ception or reservation. 

c 2400 Maundev. xii. (2839) ,239 Thei kepen entierly the 
Comaundement. c 2430 Freemasonry 241 3ef that the 
mayster a prentes have, Enterlyche thenne that he hym 
teche. 1481 Caxton Myrr. in. x. 255 Adam knewe all the 
seuen scyences lyberall entyerly without fayllyng of a worde. 
2667 Milton P. L. vii. 549 And behold all was entirely good. 
1706 Hearne Collect. (Oxf. Hist. Soc.) I. 271 He was intirely 
an Enemy to the Gross Errors of Popery. 2761 Hume 
Hist. Eng.- II, xxxi. 201 His resolution of breaking intirely 
with the court of Rome. 2769 Goldsmith Rom. Hist . 
(1786) I. 122 He was the son of a man entirely respected 
by both parties. 1797 Bewick Brit. Birds (1847) I. 66 
Another circle of dark rusty brown entirely surrounds the 
face. 1875 Jowett Plato (ea. 2) I. 20 , 1 entirely agree, .and 
accept the definition. 

*il In humorous representations of the speech of 
Irishmen, often placed at the end of a sentence. 
Mod, * He’s a fine gentleman entirely 

3. Wholly and exclusively, solely. 

2647 Clarendon Hist. Reb. 1. (1843) 4/2 He [VilHers] en- 
tirely disposed of all the graces of the king. 2672 Cave 
Prim. Chr. hi. iv. (2673) 331, 1 shall set down the story in- 
tirely out of the Author himself. 1732 Arbuthnot Rules of 
Diet 400 If a Gouty Person can bring himself intirely to a 
Milk Diet. 1833 H. Coleridge North. Worthies (1852) I. 
16'Middleton composed his life of Cicero, Jortin his life of 
Erasmus, almost entirely from the epistles of their respective 
subjects. 1850 Miss Mitford in L’Estrange Life III. xii. 
223 He [Charles Kingsley] did win his own sweet wife en- 
tirely by this charm of character, 
f 4. a. Heartily, sincerely, b. Earnestly. Oh. 

.In the later instances these uses seem to approach or coin- 
cide with the still current sense 2. 

a. a 1340 Hampole Psalter vi. 4 Fulhard it is to be turnyd 
enterly til J?e bryghthed and be pees of godis lyght, 2393 
Langl, P. PL C. xviii, 142 Loue pyn enemy entyerly *godes 
heste to ful-fille, 2467 Mann. $ Housek. Exp . (2841) 172 
Ryte worschepeful and my enterly welbeloved frend. 2586 
A, Day Eng. Secretary 1. (1625) 27 The griefe that by my 
selfe among many others, for his losse, is entirely conceived. 
1596 Shaks, Merck. V. in. ii. 228 They ,are intirely wel- 
come. 1647 Ward Simp. Cobler 22, I intirely wish . - 
more wisdom to that Plantation. 1712 Addison Sped. 
No. 170 P 2 The Apprehension that he is not equally beloved 
by the Person whom he entirely loves. 272a Journ. through 
Eng. (ed. 2) I. 131, I that love the Country entirely.. have 
fixt my Residence here [Epsom]. 

b. <12400 Isttmbras 434 To Ihesu Criste than prayeshe, And 
enterely hym bysoghte. c 1420 Chron. Vilod, 1183 pat bey 
wolden prey S[e for Alfynes soule enterly. Ibid. 31 1 He lotted 
bo more entierlocure towarde pat tombe. 1455 Poston Lett* 
No. 230 I. 319 Praying you interlych to hie with me at 
dyner on Seynt Benett day. 1548-9 (Mar.) Bk. Com. Prayer 
228 Entierly desiryng thy fatherly goodnes. 1590 Spenser 
F. Q. 1. xi. 32 Gan to highest God entirely pray. 1606 G. 
W[oodcocke] tr. Hist. Ivstine 91 a. They intirely besought 
them, .they would now be bould in the, ouerthrow. 

Eutireness (entei®\ines). ,[f. as prec. + -NESS.] 
The quality, state, or condition of being entire. 

1* Wholeness, completeness ; undiminished, un- 
broken,, or undivided cond ition. jn its entireness ; 


as a whole. Of qualities, states, actions, etc. ; 
Thoroughness, fullness, perfectness. 

*599 San dys E iiropse (1 637) 132 T o reprint them in their 

first entirenesse. 1605 Bacon Adv. Learn, ir. v. § 2 A steme 
[of a tree] hath a diniension and quantitie of entyrenes and 
continuance before it come to discontinue and break itself 
into Armes. 1614 Bp. Hall Heaven upon Earth § 18 One is 
sicke of his neighbour’s field, whose misshapen angles 
hinder his Lordship of entirenesse. 2680 S. Mather Iren, 
11 A Church in an Island.. must not be denyed intireness of 
Jurisdiction within itself. 2703 Moxon Mech. Exerc. 75 
The evenness and entireness of the Edge. 1796 Burke 
Regie. Peace Wks. 1842 II. 325 They come to attack your 
king . . together with the entireness of the empire. 18x7 
Coleridge Biog. Lit. 159 That satisfying entireness, that 
complete adequateness of the manner to the matter which 
so charms us in Anacreon. 1862 Mill Utilit. iii. 49 That 
entireness of sympathy with all others. 2870 Bowen Logic 
7 We can more easily grasp it in thotight, and contemplate it 
at once in its entireness. 

f2. Wholeness or oneness of feeling with un- 
other ; close friendship, familiarity, intimacy. 

1599 Sandys Europee Spec. (1632) 171 Their alliance or 
rather meere entirenesse with Spaine. 1612-5 Bp. Hall 
Contempt O. T. vi. i, Whither shall wee impute it, but to 
his more intyrenesse with God. 2620 Horse Sub. 43 Their 
entirenesse and inwardnesse with the men of the greatest 
name. 2673 Lady's Call 11. § 2. 69 That entireness and 
affection which is the soul of marriage, 

1 3. Wholeness of feeling or thought ; integrity, 
honesty, sincerity. Oh. 

1549 Coverdale Erasm. Par. Co loss. ii. 5 If I espye your 
entiernes and godly condicions either to be in ieoperdie or 
to be inconstant & wauer. — - 2 Cor. viii. 18 Whose faythe and 
entyrenesse in preachy nge the gospell . .is well tryed. 1631 
Gouge Godis Arrows 1. $ 56. 98 An especiall point of sin- 
cerity consisteth in the fore-said intirenesse. 

Entirety (entei«*iti). Forms: 6 entiertee, 
7 , 9 entierty, 8 entierity, 9- entirety. Also 
7 intierty. [ad. AF. entiertie , OF. entiereie L* 
integHtdt-em , f. integer : see En tire.] 

_ Johnson 1755 has only the form entierty , which continued 
in legal use into the present century. 

1. The state or condition of being entire ; com- 
pleteness, fullness, integrity, perfection; esp. in 
phrase In its entirety : in its complete form, as 
a whole. 

1548 Gest Pr. Masse 89 Deragotorye to the entiertee and 
fulnes of Christes ones sacrifice. 1630 Prynne A nti-A rmin. 
163 They haue an intirety, a fulnesse in themselues. 1765 9 
Blackstone Comm. (R. s. This . is the natural and regular 
consequence of the union and entirety of their interest. 
1847 J* Wilson Chr. North (1857) I. 259 Its entirety—its 
unity, which is so perfect. 1853 Robertson Serm. Ser. m, 
xv. 181 The Christian Church taken in its entirety. 1878 
Bosw. Smith Carthage 183 All chance of fulfilling it [his 
religious mission] in its entirety had passed away for ever. 

0 . Law, The entire or undivided possession of 
an estate ; esp. in phrase By entireties , when two 
parties are jointly seised of a whole estate, and 
neither is exclusive possessor of a part. Cf. 
Moiety. . 

2613 Sir H. Finch Law (1636) 10 They shall not haue the 
land by entierties, but by mdities ioyntly. a 1626 Bacon 
Office of Alienations (R.), Sometimes the attorney, .setteth 
down an entierty, where but a moiety, a third, or fourth 
part only was to be passed. 1809 Bawdwen Domesday Bk. 
615 Rayner claims the Entierty of the Church. 1818 Cruise 
Digest V. 356 A husband seised jointly with his wife, whether 
by moieties or entireties. 1858 Ld. St. Leonards Handy 
Bk. Property Law 11. 7 A purchaser cannot be compelled* 
even in equity, to take an undivided part of an estate,. if 
he contracted for the entirety. 

2 . The whole ; the sum total. 

1856 Kane A ret. Expl. II. i, 21 You have the entirety of 
our outfit. 1870 Rqlleston Anim. Life In trod. 24 Those 
other characters must relate . , to the entirety of the organism 
as such. 2885 Times (weekly ed.) 10 July 20/3 The entirety 
containing about 26 acres. 

Entitative (e*ntit/tiv\ a. Metaph. [ad. med. 
L. enfitdtivus y f. entitdt-em : see Entity,] 

1. Pertaining to the mere existence of anything. 
Entitative act : transl. L. actus entitativus, a term 
used by the Scotists to denote ‘ material ’ as op- 
posed to 'formal ’ or ‘ quiditalive ’ actuality. 

The word act in this phrase has its scholastic sense, ‘that 
which differentiates an “ actual” from a “potential” exist- 
ence’; Duns Scotus, differing from Aquinas, recognized 
two kinds of * act i.e. two senses or degrees in which a 
thing might be said to have ‘actual’ existence : in one sense 
it is * actual ’ if it simply possesses the ‘ matter ' by virtue of 
which it has any existence other than merely potential ; in 
the other sense,, it is actual only when it possesses the ‘form * 
which gives it specific existence. Hence in the language of 
his disciples the entitative act is the ‘ matter ' of an actually 
existing thing, while the formal act is its 1 form’; or, more 
accurately, they denote the possession of ‘ matter ’ and ‘ form* 
respectively. 

[a 1308 Duns Scotus Sent. xi. iii. § 11 Uno modo actus 
est differentia entis opposita potentiae . . Alio modo actus dicit 
habitudinem illam quam dicit forma ad informabile et ad 
totum cujus est. 1520 Lychetus CoMm.oti Duns^ Scotus' 
Sent. 11. xii. § 19 Sicut forma est actus formalis quia potest 
informare per receptionem ipsius, ita etiam materia est actus 
entitativus,] c 1600 Timm- ;iv.-;iiL; .(184a) 66 Whether there 
be a man in the moone . . which may have there really and 
intrinsecally an entitative acte and essence, besides a formall 
existence. 1628 Bp. Hall Old Relig. 49 The bold Schooles 
dare say that the naturall and entitatiue value of theWorkes 
of Christ was finite, though the niorall value was infinite. 
c 1630 Jackson Creed vi. xi. Wks. VI. 226 There is more 
entitative goodness in being a man than in being a lion. 
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*743 J Ellis Knaml Div. Th. iv. 280 Whether, . . the enti- 
tative material act of sin be physically or morally good ? 

2 . Of the nature of an entity; having real 
existence. 

1862 F. Hall Hindu Philos. Syst. 272 When a man mis- 
takes a rope for a snake . . the man’s misconception, which 
is entitative, is the cause of his fear. 

Hence E'ctitatxvely adv., in an entitative 
manner ; as a mere existence. 

1677 Gale Crt. Gentiles III. 55 The whole act considered 
entitatively and naturally. 1696 Lorimer Goodwin's Disc, 
vii. 135 There cannot be a Conditional Will in God, that 
is . . subjectively, or entitatively Conditional. 1751 Cham- 
bers Cycl. s.v., Peter, entitatively taken, is Peter, as a thing, 
a substance, a man, etc. without any regard to his being a 
lord, a husband, learned, etc. 1818 in Todd ; and in mod. 
Diets. 

Entitle (enter t’l), v. Forms: 5-7 entytle, 
(enoytel, -titele), 5- entitle. Also 5-7 in- 
tytle, (intitele), 5-9 intitle. See also Intitule. 
[a. AF. entitle-r, OF. entiteler, entituler , mod.Fr. 
intituler, corresp. to Pr. entitolar , intitular , It. 
intitolare , late L. intituldre, f. in in + titulus 
Title.] 

I. From Title -* superscription, designation \ 

1 . trans. To furnish (a literary work, a chapter, 
etc.) with a heading or superscription ; in early use 
gen. (cf. Title sb.). Subsequently only in nar- 
rower sense : To give to (a book, etc.) a designa- 
tion by which it is to be cited, or which indicates 
the nature of its contents. Chiefly with comple- 
mentary obj. ; also const, f by, + with. 

a. c 1381 Chaucer Pari. Ponies 30 This booke. .Entitled 
was right thus. .Tullius of the dreame of Scipion. 1388 
Wyclif Jerome's Pro L Pom., The epistil . . that to E'orues 
ys writen.ris not entitled with his [Paul’s] name. 1483 
Caxton Cato Aijb, This book, .ought to he enty tied the 
rfeule and gouernement of the body and of the sowle. 1581 
Mulcaster Positions Ep. Ded. (1887) 5, I haue entitled 
the booke Positions. 1605 Bacon Adv. Learn . 1. in, §9 
To dedicate them [books] .. to private and equal friends, or 
to entitle the hooks with their names. 1792 London Rev. 
No v. 363 This section Mr. S. entitles, ‘Of the Use and 
Abuse of general Principles in Politics \ 1888 H. Morlf.y 

Bug. Writers III. 179 A book entitled ‘De Nugis Curi- 
aliumV 

0 . 1432-50 tr. Higden (Rolls') I. 25 In his Policraticon, 
whom he intitlede de Nugis Curialium. ^ 1534 Ld. Berners 
Gold. Bk. M. Aurel. (1546) Biiijb, I will intitle this boke 
the Goldep boke. 1542-3 Act 34 <5- 35 Hem VII/, c. 1 
Bookes . . intiteled . . the ps* Iter, primers, praiers, statutes 
and lawes of this realme. 1738 Birch Life Milton Wks. 
1738 I. 76 The Icon was at first intitled by the King Suspiria 
Regalia. 1793 Smeaton Edystone L. Contents 7 Extracts 
from a Book intitled the Storm. 

f b. To inscribe, dedicate (a book) to a person. 
1460 Capgra mChrou. 152 Doctour Gylis. .entitelid it [the 
boK of Governauns of Princes] to Philip, dauphin of Frauns. 
1807 Hieron Wks. Ded. before p. 429 I. Pp iiij, I haue 
thought good to commend some of my poore labours vnto 
you, by a more particular entitling them to your name. 

f e. To asedbe (a literary work) to axr author. 
With mixed notion of 5 c. 

1550 Cranmer Defence 50 b, In an other booke, entitled to 
sainct Augustine, is written thus, etc. 1575 Fulke Confut. 
Doctr. Purg. (1577^ 216 Ecclesiasticus and the booke of 
Wisdome, falsely intitled to Salomon. 1671 Stubbe Reply 
xj My Adversaries will here allow no other Book to be En- 
titled unto the R.S. but what is licensed by their President. 
1699 Bentley Phal. Introd. 14 Dionysius made a Tragedy 
called Parthenopaeus, and intitled it to Sophocles. 1724 
Swift Let. 28 Apr. The other [tract] is entitled to a 
Weaver, .but thought to be the work of a better hand. 

fd. ?To prefix the name of (an alleged author) 
to. Obs. (Perh. belongs to 5.) . 

#1745 Swift (T.'» We have been entitled, and have had 
our names prefixed at length to whole volumes of mean 
productions. 

2 . To bestow on (a person) a certain title or 
designation expressing his rank, office, or char- 
acter; to speak of (a person) by a certain title. 
Formerly also, to give a certain designation to 
(a thing). Const as in 1. 

cl 1447 Bokenham Seyntys ( 1835' Introd. 3 Galfryd of Yng- 
lond in his newe werk Entytlyd thus as I can aspye Galfridus 
Anglicus. 1589 R. Harvey PI. Perc. 7 It were enough to 
entitle those Browne Sectaries of the Blacke Prince, with the 
name of tray tors. 1602 Fui.becke Pandect es 21 The kings 
and Queenes of England entitling themselues kings and 
Queenes of Fraunce. 1667 Milton P. L. xi. 171 Next 
favourable thou, Who highly thus to entitle me voutsaf’st. 
1683 Ray Corr. i x8 48) 135 He entitles it Conyza acris annua 
alba. 1711 Hearnf. Collect. (Oxf. Hist. Soc.) III. 147 Please 
entitle S. only Bart, i860 Pusey Min. Proph. Joel iiii 16 
Here entitled by the incommunicable name of God. 

: p. 1593 Shaks. Rich. II, 1. ii. 33 That which in meane 
men we intitle patience, Is pale cold cowardice. 1596 — 
Tam. Shr. iv. v. 61 And now by Law, as well as reuerent 
age,' I may intitle thee my louing Father. 1605 Camden 
Rem. 35 Mawd , . who intitled herselfe Empresse. 1728 
Morgan Algiers II. ii. 232 They intitled him Sultan. 

1 3 . To write down under proper titles or head- 
ings. Obs. 

a. c 1430 Lydg, in Lay Polks Mass Bk. ('1879'' 394 Somme 
entytlenn hem in smale bookes of Report. 1463 Pas ton Lett. 
No. 477 II. 138 And more thinges . . which I entytelyd in a 
Scrowe. 1533 Frith A nsw. More's Lett. Pref. Aijb, He 
desired me to entitle the somme of my wordes& wryte them 
for hym. 

B. 1533-4 Act 25 Hen. VIII , c. 2 1 § 9 One sufficient 
clerke. .shall intitle in his bokes and enroll of recorde such 


other writinges. 1582 Bentley Mon. Matrones, After the 
good example of the learned fathers of our time, to intitle, 
reduce, & applie those other godlie meditations & praiers. 
II. From Title 4 right to possession 
4 . To furnish (a person) with a 4 title* to an 
estate. Hence gen. to give (a person or thing) 
a rightful claim to a possession, privilege, desig- 
nation, mode of treatment, etc. Const, to with 
sb. or inf . ; also simply. Now said almost ex- 
clusively of circumstances, qualities, or actions ; 
formerly often of personal agents. 

a. 1468 W. Worcester in Poston Lett. No. 582 II. 31 4» 
I. . entitled no qrettur to n a place. 1530 Palsgr. 538/1 By 
what meanes is heentyteled unto these landes. 1649 Selden 
Laws Eng. 1. xlvii. {1739: 77 The Emperor could entitle the 
Pope to no power here, because none he had. 1652 T. Whit- 
field Doctr. A rmin. 8 His dying for the elect is a sufficient 
ground to entitle him. 1711 Addison Sped. No. 257 p8 
[God] will hereafter entitle many to the Reward of Actions 
which they had never the Opportunity of Performing. _ 1725 
De Foe Voy. round World 11840) 289 Such a quantity as 
might entitle that water to the name of the Golden Lake. 
1798 Ferriar Certain Varieties Man 223 Every man thinks 
himself entitled to observe and to publish, 1818 Cruise 
Digest I. 138 The. first tenant in tail who is born becomes 
entitled to any timber felled by the tenant for life. 1826 
H enry Elem. Chem. I. 635 The remaining salts of alumina 
have no properties sufficiently important to entitle them to 
a separate description. 1832 Ht. Martineau Demerara ii. 
15. Better entitled than most of his brethren to complain of 
neglect. 1838 De Morgan Ess. Probab. 188 If each had 
been entitled to his fraction of the sum which would have 
become due had he lived to the end of the year. 1875 Poste 
Gains ni. comm. ed. 2) 396 The obligation by which the co- 
creditors are entitled. 

J 3 - 1495 Act 11 Hen. VII, c. 2 § 4 It shalbe laufull to 
every man intitled to have the seid penaltie todistreyne for 
it. 1571 Campion Hist. Irel. (1633) 70 Intytled to thirty 
thousand marks yearely. 1695 tr. Colbatclis New Light 
Chirvrg . Put out p. iii, With how much Justice it's intitled 
to such a Name. 1741 Richardson Pamela I. 46 Who., 
thinks himself intitled to call me Bold-face. 1769 Robertson 
Chas. V, III. ix, 133 A higher rank in the temple of fame 
than either his. talents or performances intitle him to hold, 
b. spec. To furnish with a Title to orders. 

1720 Bp. Kennett Monit. Clergy Peterbor v 1. 16, I must 
expect and insist upon it, that you Ir title no Curate, with- 
out, etc. 

4 * c. To invest with an office, etc. Obs. 

1584 Fenner Def. Ministers (1587) 38 Seeing you must 
. . intitle the Magistrate with the Pastors office. 1662 
Fuller Worthies (18401, Bring the last who was entitled., 
with that dignity. 

fd. To qualify, render apt. Const, to. Obs. 
1627 77 Feltham Resolves 1. xix. 33 There is a nobleness 
in the mind of man, which of it self, intitles it to the hatred 
of what is ill. 1650 F ulle r Pisgah 402 The T emple . . visibly 
intitled itself to fortification. 

T e. To assign the possession of (something) to ; 
to settle (an estate) on a person. Obs. 

1608 Hieron Defence n. 25 The attribute * your Prince 
giuen to Michael, entitleth the name Michael to Christ only. 
1674 R- Godfrey Inf # Ab. Physic 143 He intitled his 
Inheritance on his Sister, 
f f. Phrase, To entitle and engage. 

1641 Milton Ch. Discip. 1. 4 To entitle and engage a 
glorious name to gross corruption. 1649 Nicholas Papers 
(1886) 149 To intitle and engage the Queen to espouse as her 
owne quarrell whatever reflects upon Lord Jermyn. 

1 5 . To regard or treat (a person) as having a 
title to something. Hence, to represent (a person 
or thing) as the agent, cause, or subject of a par- 
ticular action, effect, condition, or quality. Const. 
in, to, with sb., rarely with inf. Obs. 

a. 1646 Jasper Maine Serm. agst. False Proph. 2 N everplot 
was hatcht to disturb the Commonwealth, but the writings 
of some Sybill or other were entitled to that plot. 1662 
Stillingfl. Orig. Sacr. m. iii. § 7 Supposing Gods giving 
man this freedom of will, doth not entitle him to be the 
author of evil!. 1672 Sir T. Browne Lett. Friend vii. 
(1881) 131:, I was not so curious to entitle the stars unto any 
concern of his death. 1690 Locke Govt. 1. xi. § 154 How 
ready Zeal for Interest and Party is to entitle Christianity 
to their Designs. 

0 . 1607 - 12 Bacon Ess. Praise (Arb.) 352 Wherein a man 

is. .most defective .. that will the flatterer intitle him to per- 
force. 1649 Jer. Taylor Gt. Exemp. tr. 100 Nor intitle 
God in our impotent, .fansyes. 1663 J. Spencer Prodigies 
(1665) 359 An event to which I incline to intitle the especial 
agency of the Devil. 

t b. ref. To lay claim to. Obs. 

1655^ Fuller Ch. Hist. 1. i. § 4 Churches are generally 
ambitious to entitle themselves to Apostles, for their 
Founders. 1672 Bp. Lloyd Fun. Serm. Bp. Wilkins, To 
entitle themselves to dying men, even those, whose whole 
life was a testimony against them, a 1718 Penn Life Wks. 
1726 1 . 155 Such as intitle themselves to Christianity, whilst 
Strangers to the Terrors of the Lord for Sin. 

+ e. To impute (something) to. Obs , Cf. 1 c. 

1630 Prynne Anti-A rmin. 267 What Testimonies their 
opposite Arminian Errors. . can rake vp together, to intitle 
them vnto our Church, 1647 H. More Poems Pref., If we 
can but once entitle our opinions - . to Religion, a 1662 [see 
Entitling vbl. sb.] 1665 Glanvill Seeps. Sci. 37 In titling 
the Opinion of Intentional Species .to Aristotle. ,, 

Henqe Entrtled ppl. a., that has a title or quali- 
fication ; qualified. Enti*tling vbl, sb. Enti'tle- 
axieiit, , a. means, of entitling ; a designation, name. 
Enti’tler, one who entitles, or gives a title or 
name to. > 

,1869 Daily News 9 Dec., The objections of entitled op- 
posers. a 1662 Heylyn Life A bp. Laud (.1668) .127 The 


entitling of these Doctrines to the name of Armimus^ 1835 
Tail's Mag. II. 670 Objections were raised .. against so 
unlucky an entitlement. 1653 Ash well Pules Apost. 225 
And this may be therefore judged the .. most likely to be 
intended by the first entitlers. , , 

Entitule, obs.var. Intitule v. arch. ^ Entitle. 
Entity (e-ntiti). Forms : 7 entitie, -ye, (en- 
title), 7 ~ entity, [ad. late L. eniitdt- em, . i. ens t 
enti-s : see Ens. Cf. Fr. entite > It. entita, Sp. 
entitad. 

The orig. sense was abstr., but, in accordance with the 
usual tendency of such words, it early acquired a concr. 
sense (~Ens), which predominates in mod. use.] 

1 . Being, existence, as opposed to non-existence ; 
the existence, as distinguished from the qualities 
or relations, of anything. 

1596 Bell Surv. Popery iii. ix. 372 God. as the principall 
agent of the real and positive entities thereof. 1647 H. 
More Song of Soul, A niipsychopannychia iii. xxix. Both 
Night and Coldnesse . . have reall entitie. 1656 Hobbes 
Liberty , Necess. # C. (1841) 135 Entity is better than nonen- 
tity. 1710 Berkeley Priuc. Hum » Know! § 81 The positive 
abstract idea of quiddity, entity, or existence. 1830 Her- 
schell Stud. Nat. Phil. 108 In the to ov and the to hv 6 v t 
that is to say, in entity and nonentity. 1837- 9 Hallam 
Hist. Lit. (1847) III. iii. § 9. 305 Entity or real being. 

2 . That which constitutes the being of a thing; 
essence, essential nature. 

1643 R. O. Man's Mori. vii. 54 He, that is, his Entite, 
person, even all that went to make him man. 1648 
Crasi-iaw Steps to Temple 81 Dear hope !.. The entity of 
things that are not yet. a 1688 Cudworth Immut. Morality 
(173X) x 6 It is impossible any Thing should Be- -without a 
Nature or Entity. 1785 Reid hit. Powers 399 For the 
entity of all theoretical truth is nothing else but clear in- 
telligibility. . 

3 . concr. Something that has a real existence; 
an Ens, as distinguished from a mere function, 
attribute, relation, etc. f Rational entity : — L. 
ens raiionis, a thing which has an existence only 
as an object of reason. 

1628 T. Spencer Logick 209 The specificall difference is a 
rational! entitie and no more. 1685 Boyle Eng. Notion Nat. 
22 This Death, .is neither a Substance, nor a Positive Entity, 
but a meer Privation. 1735 8 Bolingbroke On Parties 139 
’Till it becomes an ideal Entity, like the Utopia. 1855 H. 
Spencer Princ. Psychol. (1872) I, v. x. 626 No effort of 
imagination enables us to think of a shock, however minute, 
except as undergone by an entity. 1871 Darwin Desc. 
Man I. vii. 228 Those.. must look at species either as 
separate creations or. .distinct entities. 

f b. An actual quantity (however small). Obs. 
1626 Bacon Sylva § 123 Eruptions of Aire, though small 
and slight, give an Entitie of Sound, 
e. (See quot.) 

1881 Spottiswoode in Nature No. 624. 572 In some tubes, 
the exhaustion of which is very moderate.. the blocks of 
light termed entities by Mr. De La Rue are formed. 

4 . indefinitely. What exists ; i being * generally. 

1604 Edmonds Observ. Caesar's Comm. 39 Our knowledge 

were equall to vniuersa.il entitie. 1670 Eachard Cont. 
Clei’gy 56 We be but mites of entity, and crumbs of some- 
thing. 1699 Garth Dispens. 3 How the dim Speck of 
Entity began T’extend its recent Form, and stretch to 
Man. 1829 I. Taylor Enthus. ii. (1867) 31 He has become 
. . infinitely less than an atom .. an incalculable fraction of 
positive entity ! . 

But©- finXd), prefix (before a vowel commonly 
reduced to ent-'), repr. Gr. kvros within, inside, in 
many compounds of mod. formation relating to 
anatomy and biology, as Kmtoblast [Gr. 0\a<rr6s 
sprout], the nucleolus of a cell. Emtocalca*- 
neal a. (see quot. and Calcaneal). Bntoco*n- 
dyloid a. [Gr. teovSv\-os knuckle + -oid] (see 
quot.). Eiutocn-neiform a. (see quot. and Cu- 
re] fokm). Emtocyst (see quot, and Cyst). 
Entoderm [Gr. Upp. a skin], the outer layer of 
the blastoderm, also called hypoblast. SSnto- 
gra*stric a. [see Gastric], pertaining to the inte- 
rior of the stomach or of the gastric cavity* 
Entogflo'ssal a. [Gr. yXaura-a the tongue •+ -al], 
a term applied to one of the bones of the hyoidean 
arch in some fishes, which supports the tongue. 
Entome'tatarse [mod.L. metatarsus], the bones 
between the tarsus and the toes : see quot. for 
Entocalcaneal. Ectopa rasite i see quot. 1 06 1 ) ; 
hence Emtoparasrtic n. Entoperi-pberal a. 
(see quot. and Peripheral), Emtopliyte [Gr. 
<I>vt 6 v plant], a plant growing within the sub- 
stance of other plants or animals ; hence Ecto- 
pliytic a* Ectopro-ctocs a. [Gr. Trpwfcrfa amis, 
rump]', belonging to the Entop‘octa, a class of 
Polyzoa, in which the anus lies within the circle 
of tentacles. Entopte rygoid a. [see. Ptery- 
goid] (see quot.). XScto'ptic a., (see Optic], re- 
lating to the appearance of the different internal 
structures of the eye; hence Ento*ptics sb. (see 
quot.). Entoste-rnal a. [see Sternal], pertain- 
ing to the entostemum or median piece of the 
sternum or breastbone, very 'largely developed in 
birds. Ento*tic a . [see Otic], pertaining to or 
occurring in the inner ear. . E ntotympamic a. 
[see Tympanic], situated within the tympanum or 
drum of the ear. 
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1864 Webster, *Entoblast, the nucleolus of a cell. 2854 
Owen in Circ, Sc. (c. 1865) II* 74A One [process], called 
the * ( entocalcaneal projects from, below the entocondyloid 
cavity, and from the back part of the upper end of the *en- 
tometatarse. Ibid. The inner of the two cavities for the 
condyles. -is the ^entocondyloid 'cavity. 1855 — Skel, 
Teeth 254 The brachial artery pierces the entocondyloid 
ridge. 1854 — in Circ. Sc. (c. 1865; II. 81/2 The *entocunei- 
formbone. 187a Mivart Elem. Anat, 186 Of the three 
cuneiform bones, the innermost, the ento-cuneiform is the 
largest. 2884 Syd. Soc. Lex . *Entocyst, the inner layer of 
the cuticular envelope of the Polyzoa. 1879 tr. Haeckel's 
Evol. Man I.' in. 67 The lower, which forms the organs of 
digestion and reproduction, Huxley called the *Entoderm, 
or Inner-layer. 2877 Huxley Anat. Inv. An. iii. 150 The 
details of this process of *entogastric gemmation have been 
traced by Haeckel in Carmarina hastata. 1878 Bell Ge- 
genbauers Comp. Anat. 472 The rudimentary first arch 
fuses to form the so-called *entoglossal bone. 1861 Hulme 
tr. Moquin-Tandon il vii, 324 Some writers have pro- 
posed to call them [Entozoa] *Ento-parasites. 2876 Davis 
Polaris Exp. App. 653 All the animals should be ex- 
amined for ecto- and ento-parasites. 2861 H. Macmillan 
Footn. Page Mat. 167 Animals of feeble vitality . . are 
rarely, if ever, free from these *ento-parasitic plants. 1855 
H. Spencer Princ. Psychol. (18701 I. 250 Those [feelings] 
internally initiated, which we may conveniently call *ento« 
peripheral. 18S1 H. Macmillan Footn. Page Mat. 167 
upwards of ten species of *entophytes have already been 
discovered parasitic upon man. 2847-9 Todd Cycl. Anat. 
IV. 128/1 This substance [White Thrush] is in part *ento- 
phytic. 2862 H. Macmillan Footn. Page Mat. 227^ En- 
tophytic fungi spring from beneath the cuticle of living 
plants. 2877 Huxley Anat. Inv. An. xii. 680 The lowest 
known term . . of the Malacozoic Series is an *entoproc- 
tous Polyzoon. 2854 Owen in Circ. Sc, (c. 1865) II. 79/2 
The *entopterygoids. 1880 Gunther Fishes 55 The entop- 
terygoid, an oblong^ and thin bone attached to the inner 
border of the palatine and pterygoid. 1876 Bernstein 
Five Senses 80 Ail such phenomena are called *entoptic, 
because they deal with the perceptions of the internal 
portions of the eye. 187 6 Catal Sci. App. S. Kens. 551 
Apparatus to determine the position of entoptic objects— in 
the humours of the eye. 2864 Reader 2 July .11 The light 
that enters the eye may, under certain conditions, cause 
one to see objects that exist within the eye-ball ; and an 
investigation of these conditions is called *Entoptics. 1835-6 
Todd Cycl. Anat . I. 284/1 A middle one {i.e. centre] which 
supports the keel, termed . . the *entosternal. 1854 Owen in 
Circ . Sc. (c. 1865) II- 69/2 The median piece of the plastron, 
called * entosternal answers to the sternum of the croco- 
dile.. 2878 Foster Phys. m. iiL 457 Corresponding to en- 
toptic phenomena there are various *entotic phenomena. 
2881 Mivart Cat 65 An internal, much wider part, the 
*ento- tympanic. 

Entoast : see En- preff 3. 

Entoil (entoifl), #. arch. Also 6-7 entoyle, 7 
intoy 1, [f. En -1 + Toil sbA] trans. To bring into 
toils or snares ; to entrap, ensnare. Chiefly fig. 

2622 G. Sandys Ovid's Met. v. 104 None more The chace 
affected, or t'intoyle the Bore. 2875 Browning Inn 
Album ri You entoil mv legs, And welcome, for I like it. 
Jig. 2582 W. Clarke m Confer, iv. (1584) Ffiij b, Thus 
you are entoyled. 1590 Barrow & Greenwood in Confer. 
46 The furder and more you striue against the truth, the 
furder and faster you entoyle your self, a 1626 Bacon New 
AH. ^650) 23 Entoyled both their Navy, and their Campe, 
with a greater Power than theirs, both by Sea and Land. 
2652 Benlowes Tkeopk. xi. lxxix, Nere in the net of 
Slothfulnesse entoyl'd. 2820 Keats St. Agnes xxxii, So 
mused awhile, entoyled In woofed fantasies. 1879 Brown- 
ing Med Bratts 4 3 Mounting until its mesh Entoiled all 
heads in a fluster. 

Hence Entoi lment. rare. The action of en- 
toiling ; the state of being entoiled. 

2855 Browning Men 4* Worn. n. Before , In torture and 
entoilment. 

t Entorre, a. (quasi-*#, and quasi-#*/#. ) Her. 
Obs. Also 6-8 entoyre. [perh. a misspelling of 
Fr. entour £ pa. pple. of entourer to surround. See 
Entour #.] (See quots.) 

156a Leigh Armorie (2597) iij, The third [sort of bor- 
dure] is called Entoyre, the which is, when dead things do 
occupy the same bordure, as mollets, Roundels, and such 
like. 2662 Morgan Sph. Gentry n. vi. 61 Or, a Bordure 
Sable charged with Entoyre of 8 Besants. 2722-2800 Bailey, 
Entoyre .. when a Border is charged with any sort of 
Things which have not Life, except Leaves, Flowers, and 
Fruits. [And in mod. Diets.] 

Entomb (ent/rm), #. Also 6 entoumbe, 
6-8 intomb (©, (6 infcumb). [a. OF. entoumbe-r, 
entumbe-r , Fr. entombe-r, f. en in (see En-) + 
tombe Tomb.] 

X. trans. To place in a tomb ; to bury, inter, 
a. 2578 Hunnis Hyvefull ffonye 230 Entoumbe thou me 
in Canaan. 1634 Sir T. Herbert Trav. 132 Therein is 
richly entombed Fatima, daughter and heire of I their greatest 
Prophet Mahomet 1756-7 tr. Keysler's Trav. (1760) 1 , 202 
Here is entombed the heart of an unconquered hero. 2842 
Prichard Mat. Hist. Man 189 The remains of the dead 
found entombed in various parts of Europe. 

fl 1576 Fleming Panoplie Ep. 115 The exhibiting of 
deserved honor unto him after he was intumbed. 2622 
Speed Theat. Gt. Brit. vi. (1614) it/i K. Henry VI. . . was 
intombed at Windsor. 2775 Adair Amer. Ind. 287 [The 
dead husband] is intombed in the house under her bed. 

2 . transf. and fig. To enclose as in a tomb; to 
overwhelm ; to bury. Also absol, 

1593 Shaks. Lucr. 679 Entombs her outcry in her lips 
sweet fold. 2593 Nashe Christ's T. 5 b, Thou art.. en- 
tombed in Ashes like Gomorra. 1599 — Lenten Stuffe 
(2872) They intomb and balist with sudden destruction. 
*665 J. Mall Offer of F. Help 218 Seas of wrath are .. 
threatning to entomb you. 2742 Young Mt. Tk. ix. 2429 
When Time . . In Nature's ample ruins lies intomb’d. 
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2830 Ijve'ul Princ. Geol. (1875'' II. m. xlv. 526 During the 
great Earthquake of 1693 in Sicily, several thousand people 
were at once entombed m the ruins of caverns in limestone. 
1874 Morley Compromise , 1886) 37 The spirit of the Church 
is eternally entombed within the four corners of acts of 
parliament. 

3 . To serve as a tomb for ; to receive as in a 
tomb. lit. and fig. 

a 2632 Donne Lett. (2651) 113 To seem to entomb those 
affections of mine to your service. 2633 G. Herbert Temple, 
Ck. Porch viii, Let not a common ruine thee intombe. 1638 
Cowley Love's Riddle v. Wks. (1684) 117 Some steepy 
mountain bury me alive, Or Rock intomb me in its stony 
entrails! 1812 H.& J. Smith Rej.Addr., Hampsh. Farmer , 
None of your ^Egyptian pyramids, to entomb subscribers’ 
capitals. 2822 Shelley Hellas 8 If Hell should entomb thee. 

Entombed (entu’md),ppl. a. [f. Entomb #.+ 
-ED L] Laid in a tomb ; buried, lit. and Jig. 

1626 G. Sandys Ovid’s Met. xv. 305 Alemons sonne erects 
his citie walls : Which of th'intombed he Crotona calls. 
2647 Ward Simp. Cobler 58 The vast heritage ofsinneyour 
Intombed father left upon your score. 2746-7 Hervey 
Medit. (18x8 51, I bid adieu to this entombed warrior. 2866 
G. Macdonald Ann. Q. Meig-hb. xiii. (1878 248 From a 
living Now to an entombed and consecrated Past. 

Entombing (ent^'mig), vbl. sb. [f. as prec. -f 
-ing ‘.] The action of the vb. Entomb ; the state 
of being entombed. 

1564-78 Bulleyn Dial agst. Pest. (1888) 17 The worthy 
entombing of his bones. 2644 Bp. Hall Rem. Wks. 11. 
(1660) 230 Lazarus was called xafter three day es entombing) 
out of his grave. 1668 Wilkins Real. Char. 287 Entomb- 
ing, Tomb, Sepulchre, Monument, Epitaph. 

t Ento-mbless, a.. Obs. rare- 1 , [f. as prec. 
+ -LESS.] Exempt from entombing; undying. 

1602 Weever Mirr. Mart. Fij, Set forth Immortall verse 
for my entomblesse worth. 

Entombment (entw-mimentL [f. as prec. + 
-MENT.] The action of entombing ; lit. and fig. 

1666 Alsop Maryland (1869 78 They give him no other 
intombment than, etc. a 2677 Barrow Irks. < 1686) III. 218 
It [idleness] is the very entombment of a man. 1842 
Blackw. Mag. LII. 42oThe doubleentombment of Napoleon. 
1877 Mozley Univ. Serm. iii. 61 What an entombment of 
mind should we have ! 

Entometatarse : see Ento- pref. 

Entomic (entp - mik), a. [f. Gr. hrop-a insects 
(see Entomo-) + -ic.] Of or pertaining to insects. 

1862 Mrs. Speir Last Years Ind. 28 Farewell to Egypt, 

. .its dust and its entomic. activities. 2880 M. Collins Th. 
in Garden II. 102 A society which should take accurate 
record of all ornithic, entomic, and botanic facts. 

Entomical (ent^'mikal), a. [f. as prec. + -AL.] 
= prec. In mod. Diets. 

Entomo- (before two unaccented syllables en- 
tom^*- ; before one unacc. syll. entp-m#- ; before 
an acc. syll. emtom*?-), combining form of Gr. 
(vTOfios adj. * cut up ’, in neut. pi. used in sense ‘ in- 
sects with reference to the division of their 
bodies into segments ; cf. L. insecta : see Insect. 
Occurring with sense ‘ insect ’ in many scientific 
compounds of modern formation, as Sntomo*- 
genons a. Bat. [Gr. -yevys born, produced +• 
-ods], having its growth in the body of insects. 
Snto*molite, Geol. [Gr. A i0os stone], a fossil 
insect. Entomo’meter [Gr. pkrpov measure], 
an instrument for measuring the parts of insects. 
Entomo*pliagau, Zool. [Gr. epayhv to eat + -an], 
one of the Entomophaga or insect-eaters — in mam- 
mals, a division of the Marsupialia, in insects of 
the Hymenoptera. Entomo*pliag-ous a. [Gr, 

( pay-eiv to eat + -ous], insect-eating. Entomo *- 
pMlous a. Bat . [Gr. friend .+ -ous], applied 

to plants in which fertilization is effected through 
the agency of insects. Entomo'stracan a. Zool. 
and Geol. [Gr. oarpaK-ov shell + -an], of or be- 
longing to the Entomostraca , one of the orders of 
the Crustacea (see quot.) ; also as sb. Ento- 
mo*straoous a. [Gr. oerrpafe-ov + -ous] = prec. 
Entomotomist, Zool. [f. next + -1 st], one who 
dissects insects. Entomo •torny, Zool. [Gr. -rofia 
cutting], the science of the dissection of insects 
to ascertain their structure, insect anatomy. 

1865 Reader Ho. 119. 406/1 Curious *entomogenous fungi. 
1840 3 Humble Did. Geol. Min. y *Eutomolite, a fossil 
insect; a petrified insect. 1839-47 Todd Cycl. Anat. III. 
259/2 But in most of the *Entomophagous genera., the 
canines present a marked inferiority of development. 2880 
Gray Struct. Bot. vi. §4. 217 Delpino has classified flowers 
into Anemophilous and *EntomophiIous. 2882 G. Allen in 
Mature 27 Aug. 373 Plantago must be descended from an 
entompphilous ancestor. 1835 Kirby Hab. $ Inst. Anim. 
II. xiii. 7 To place the Cirripedes immediately before the 
*Entomostracan Crustaceans. 2847 Proc. Berw. Mai. Club 
II. 199 He had added two Entomostracans. 2835-6 Todd 
Cycl. Anat. I. 43 Small animals, such as *entomostracous 
Crustacea. 

Entomoid (e*nt<$moid), a. [f. as prec. + -oid.] 
Having the form or appearance of an insect; 
insect-like. Also quasi-*#. 

2835-6 Todd Cycl. Anat. 1 . 112/1 These entomoid aquatic 
animals are generally carnivorous. 

Entomological (e:ntom*?l^-d3;ikaD, a. [f. En- 
tomolog-y + -ic + -al.] Of, or pertaining to, 
entomology or insects. 


2826 Kirby & Sp. Entomol. (1843) 1 . 202 The utility of En- 
tomological knowledge. 2826 Syd. Smith Wks. U859) II. 
81 All nature is alive, and seems to be gathering all her 
entomological hosts to eat you up. 2846 M* Culloch Acc. 
Brit. Empire \ 1 854) I. 1x7 Three years of entomological 
research in Brazil. 2870 Yeats Mat. Hist. Comm, 222 
Sandal- wood is much used for entomological cabinets. 

Entomologist (entom^lod^ist). [f. as prec. 

+ -1st.] One who studies entomology. 

2772 Phil. Trans . LXI. 240 The entomologists have 
ranked the bivalve insects under the genus of the monoculi. 
2816 Kirby & Sp. Eniomol. (1843) I. 30 The remark of an 
author who himself is no entomologist. 2875 Hamerton 
Intell. Life t. vii. 39 We have heard . . even of a blind entomo- 
logist. 

Entomologize (entom^-lodgoiz), V. [f. as 
piec. + -ize.] intr. To study entomology ; to 
collect specimens, or observe the habits, of insects. 

2825 Taylor in Robberds Mem . II. 455 The engineer. . is 
not to lose his time in zoologizing, entomologizing, etc. 
1828 J. M. Herbert in Darwin’s Life Lett, 11887 1 . 168 
On these occasions Darwin entomologised most indus- 
trioiLsly. 2849 Kingsley in Lifexi&ji) I. 211 It is too. .wet 
for entomologising. 

Entomology (entom^lod^i). [ad. Fr. ento- 
mologie (1764 in Littre), mod.L. entomologia f. 
Entomo- + Ao7ia (see -logy).] That branch of 
natural history which deals with the physiology, 
distribution, and classification of insects. 

1766 tr. Bonnet’s Coniemp. Mat. ix. ix. I have given the 
name insectology to that part of natural history which has 
insects for its object : that of entomology . w ould un- 
doubtedly have been more suitable . . but its barbarous 
sound terryly'd me. 2771 G. White Selborne xxxiv. 91 
Nothing would recommend entomology more than, etc. 
1828 Stark Elem. Mat. Hist . II. 213 The branch of science 
named Entomology. 2856 Emerson Eng. Traits , 1st Visit 
Eng. Wks. 1 Bohn 1 II. 3 Landor despised entomology. 

Entone (entJu-n), v. [a. Fr. entonne-r : see 
Intone.] trans. « Intone ; occas. used arch, and 
teckn. with reference to church music. 

c 2485 Digby Myst. (1882) iv. 1498 Now may thou entone 
amerysonge. Ibid. 1620 Entone sum ermonye ! 1833 Mrs. 
Brow' nin oPrometh. Bd. Poet.Wks. 1850 1 . 158 All the mortal 
nations. .Are a dirge entoning. 

Hence Eaitomemeixt, the action of intoning. 
1849-53 Rock Ch. of Fathers IV. xii. 137 Each took his 
own side of the choir for the entonement of the antiphons. 

Entonic (entpmik), a. Med. [f. Gr. 2 utov-o$ 
strained (t. hv in + rovos a straining) + -ic.] ‘ Intense, 
having exaggerated action, or great tension or tone* 
{Syd. Soc. Lex.). In mod. Diets. 

Entopar&site, -parasitic, -peripheral, 
-phyte, -phytic, -proetons, -pterygoid, 
-optie(s : see Ento- pref. 

t Ento rtill, #. Obs. Also 7 entortle, intortle, 
-tell. [ad. F . entortiller, f. en (see En-) + tor tiller 
to twist, ad. late L. tortillare^ f. tort -its, pa. pple. 
of torquere to twist.] trans. To entwine, coil. 

2642 J. Jackson True Evang. T. 11. 143 The red scarlet 
lace of Christs blood, must beentortled and interwoven into 
a bracelet. 1652 Sclater 2 nd Cir. A nth., Ep. Ded., All 
which, so intortelled as they are within each other, etc. 
2653 H. Cogan tr. Pinto’s Trav. xxviii, (1663) no His tail 
might be some twenty fathoms long, and was en tor tilled 
about such another Monster. 

Hence f Entoxtilled, ppl. a., f Entortilla'tioa, 
Obs., the action of twisting or entwining. 

1629 J. Maxwell tr. Herodian (1635) 236 By which darke 
and intortled Speeches he meant they should rather ghesse 
at what was done, than directly understand him. 0:1632 
Donne tr. Aristeas’ Septuagint (1633 47 Borders, Raysings, 
Flowries, Wrappings, Entortilations and such like, 

Entosternal : see Ento- pref. 
Entosthoblast (enq?*s}>0 blast), [f. entostho - 
taken as combining form of Gr. hr ooOe from 
within + -blast.] (See quot.) 

2884 Syd. Soc. Lex., Entosthoblast, a term for a granule 
within the nucleolus of a nucleated cell. 

Entotic, Entotympanic ; see Ento-/?'*/'. 
t EntoU'cll, v. Obs. rare _1 . [f. En - 1 + 

Touch#.] trans. To touch upon, touch. 

2426 Pol. Poems (1859) IL 136 After hem. .The boke also 
entouchid with his hond, Was Herry sworne. 
Entoumbe, obs. form of Entomb. 
t Eiltou r, #. Obs. Also 7 entower. [ad. F. 
entourer ; see prec.] 

1 . To surround (with a halo or the like). 

2623 Favine Theat. Hon. 11. xiii. 235 Entoured with 
beames. 2653 A. Ross View all Rcljg. (1658) 349 The 
Image of the Virgin Mary entowered with a Golden Sun. 

2 . Her. In pa. pple. (See quot.) 

2847 Parker Gloss. Brit. Her, s. v., A shield decorated 
with branches, an ornament not strictly heraldic, is said by 
some to be entoured with them. In mod. Diets. 

II Entourage (ahtwra*^). [Fr. ; f, entourer to 
surround, f. entour that which surrounds, f. en in + 
tour circuit.] Surroundings, environment ; esp. the 
assemblage of persons who surround, or are in 
attendance on, a superior. 

# 2832-4 De Quincey Caesars Wks. X. 231 The simplicity of 
its republican origin had .. affected the. .entourage of the 
j imperial office. 2850 Thackeray Pendennis lix. (1885) 578 
The house and its entourage. 2860 Froudk Hist. Eng. VI. 
52 Renard . . had been nervously struck by the entourage 
which surrounded Elizabeth. 1886 Magd. College <$• Jas. II 
tOxf. Hist. Soc.) VI. Introd. 32 The appearance and entour • 
j age of the original paper. 
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ENTRANCE, 


Entower: see E w-pref.! i a. 

Entoyre, variant of Entoire. 

Entozoon (entozJu-^n). Zool. [mod. f. Ento- 
+ fa tov animal.] A parasitic animal that lives 
within another. Also attrih. \npl entozo-a, a class 
of animals taking their name from their mode of 
existence, though, as regards structure, they belong 
to various classes. 

1836 -9 Todd Cycl. Anat. II. 114 This singular Entozoon 
[2. e. Trichina] I discovered in a portion of the muscles of a 
male subject. 1873 H. Walton Dis. Eye 25 The entozoon 
was about the size of a garden-pea. 1856 Lancet 12 Jan., 
Entozoon worms inhabiting the living body. 1882 O’Dono- 
van Merv II. 105 The stagnant rain-pools almost invariably 
contain the eggs of entozoon animals. 

pi. 1834 M Murtrie Cuvier's A ttim. Kingd. 475 The 
second order of the Entozoa comprises, etc. 1831 9 Owen 
in A dm. Man . Sci. Eng. 383 Theyshould beexaminedfor the 
presence of entozoa. 1876 tr. Wagner's Gen. Pathol . 109 
The fate of entozoa depends more upon chance than that of 
any other animals. 

Also Entozoal a a. of or pertaining to the 
Entozoa ; b. of disease : Caused by the presence 
o i Entozoa. Erttozo'ic a. [ + ~ic.] = prec. E-nto- 
zoolo'gically adv., with reference to entozoology; 
from the point of view of an entozoologist. Em- 
tozooTogist, one who studies entozoology ; one 
who makes the Entozoa an especial study. Em- 
tozooTogy, that branch of zoology which treats 
of the Entozoa. 

1864 Reader IV. 669/2 For preventing the ravages of this, 
as of all other forms of*entozoal disease. 18 66 Hid. No. 159 
36/3 The entozoal portions. 1861 Htjlme tr. Moquin - 
Tandon n. vii. 324 Crustaceous Entozoa.. *Entozoic Worms. 
2869 E. A. Parkes Praci. Hygiene (ed. 3) 490 Some en- 
tozoic influence may be at work. 1879 G. Allen Col. Sense 
iii. 24 The lower vermiform Articulata are mostly entozoic, 
and these of course are quite blind. 1865 Reader 4 Feb. 
143/2 Still, *entozoologically speaking, no harm follows. 
Entrable, obs. var. of Enterable. 
t Rutra'Ct, v. Obs . [var. of Entreat, after 
L. trad are.] trans. To treat. 

a 1372 Knox Hist. Ref. Wks. 1846 I. 107 Some.. had 
better deserved then so to have bene entracted. 

11 Riitr y acte (antrakt). [Fr. entr'acte , f. entre 
between + ade act.] a. The interval between two 
acts of a play in a theatrical performance, b. A 
performance of music, dancing, etc., taking place 
between the acts. 

[1750 Chesterf. Lett . (1774] I. clxxxvii. 563 Play, .is only 
the ‘ inter-acts ’ of other amusements.] 1863 Ouida Held in 
Bondage (1870) §2 That old man there, who droops his head, 
takes snuflf during the entr’actes. 1884 Stevenson New 
Arad. Nts. 310 It was more like an entr’acte in a farce of 
Molfere's. 

|| Entra’da, entra*do. Obs. [Sp. entrada 
entry, revenue. F or the form entrado cf. -ado ^.] 

1 . A ceremonial entry into a place. 

1671 Crowne Juliana xv. 40 As souls make their Entradoes 
in the skies. 

2 . Income, revenue. 

1618-29 in Rushw. Hist. Coll, (1659) I. 13 It would he a 
profitable course to increase your Entrada. 1632 Massinger 
Maid of Honour 1. i, And talked of nothing But your rents 
and your entradas. 1654 H. I/Estrange Ckas. / {1655) 111 
Upon this account was brought into the Exchequer, an 
entrado of at least One hundred thousand pounds. 

t Entra'de- Obs. rare— 1 . [Anglicized form 
of prec. : see - ade.] = Entrada i. 

1670 G. H. Hist. Cardinals 11, 11. 150 All was pacify’d 
and set right .. before the Entrade. 

Entrail (e*ntr^l),.jA.l Chiefly in pi. Forms: 
a. 4*7 entraile, 4-5 entraille, 5-7 entrayle, 5 
-traylle, (5 entrell(e, -treyll), 6-7 entral(l(e ; 
@. 6-8 intrail(e, 6-7 intral(l(e, (6 intrayle, 7 
interal). [a. OF. entraille (now only in pi. en- 
trailles) — Pr. intralia late L. intralia inward 
parts, intestines, neut pi. of Hntralis adj. ‘ in- 
ward’, f. inter between, among: see Interior. 
Cf. L. interanea entrails, whence OF. entraigne , 
Sp. entraftas. As the word, like others with same 
termination, represents a Lat. neut. pi. taken as a 
fem. sing., it had primarily a collective sense, the 
sing, and pi, being in early use equivalent.] 

I. In sing. 

+ 1. colled. The intestines or internal parts gene- 
rally; the ‘inside’. Obs. 

a 1300 Cursor M. 26756 pis entrail in fire pat brennes bi- 
takens pin vn-scriuen sinnes. c 1300 K. A Us. 3628 He smot 
that duk, on the breost ; Thorugh livre, and his entraile. 
c 1400 Destr. Troy 11800 The bestis were britnet & broght 
to pe auter, With the entrell euermore euyn vppo lofte. 
1632 Ashmole Theat. Chem. Brit, liii, 224 vet have y mor 
poyse closyd in mine entrayle. 

f b. Cookery. A stuffed paunch. Ohs. 
c 2430 Cookery Bk. 38 An Entrayle — Take a chepis 
wombe ; take Polettys y-rostyd. .and do in the wombe. 

2 , [With sense inferred from the pi. : see 3 a.] 
An internal organ of the body ;=L. viscus. Now 
rare. 

1677 Barrow Semi. (2686) III. 135 The heart, that 
material part and principal entrail of our Body, is the chief 
seat of the soul. 1807 G. Gregory Diet. Arts $ Ec. II. 
444/i s. v. Plants, Linnteus defines them [stamina] to be an 
entrail of the plant. 2836 Kane A ret, Exfl.ll. iii. 41 To 
taste an occasional entrail of pur last half dozen rabbits. 


b. esp. A bowel, intestine. 

2483 Cath. Angl. 116 An Entrelle, vhi A tharme. 

II. In pi 

8. a. gen. The organs and parts enclosed in the 
trunk of man or other animals, rare in mod. use. 

a. a 1300 Cursor M. 26752 Alle your entrailles ilkon in well- 
and pones sal be don. 1481 Caxton Myrr. xx. xv. 100 The 
spyther. .spynneth and weuethof his entraylles the thredes 
of whiche he maketh his nettes. 2553 Eden Decades IV. 
Ind. iii. ii. (Arb.) 42 Whether perles bee the byrthe or 
spaune of there entrals. 1610 Healey St. A ug.Citie of God 
526 The lungs, the softest of all the entrailes but for the 
marrow. 2734 tr. Rollin’ s A nc. Hist. (1827) 1. 56 The divine 
vapour . . had diffused itself through the entrails of the 
priestess. 2772 Priestley lust. Relig. (1782) I. 200 The 
priests used to . . devour the entrails of goats. 1838-43 
Arnold Hist. Rome II. xxix. 143 The signs given by the 
entrails of the sacrifice. 

p. 1357 North tr. Gueuara’s D tail Princes 43b/i The 
wormes shall eate hys intrayle sin the graue. 2588 Shaks. 
Tit. A. 1. ii, 144 And intrals feede the sacrifising fire. 1629 
Davenant Albovine (1673) 431 All m’interals are shrunk 
up. 2728 T. Sheridan Persius Sat. 11. (1739) 31 Is it by the 
fat Intrails of Beasts? 

b. spec. The contents of the abdominal cavity ; 
the bowels ; the intestines. 

1382 Wyclif Acts i. 18 Alle his [Judas’] entrailis ben 
* abre ’ 


sched abrood. . 2486 Bk. St. Albans C vb, For sekenes that 
haukis haue i their entrellis. <71489 Caxton Sonnes of 
Aymon ix, 251 The wounde of Rycharde was soo greefull 
to see .. For all the entraylles appyered oute of his body. 
1594 T. B . La Primaud. Fr. Acad. 11. Ep. Rdr., The lower 
story of this frame, where the guttes and entrailes of the 
body . . haue their abiding. 1667 Milton P. L. 11. 783 
Thine own begotten, breaking violent way Tore through 
my entrails. 2768-74 Tucker Lt. Nat. {2852) II. 242 The 
flattering bait of pride to get her swallowed down into the 
entrails. 

0. 2467 in Eng. Gilds (1870) 372 That intrailles of bestes 
and blode putts/be clansed . . by night. 2594 Shaks. Rich. 
Ill, iv. iv. 23 Wilt thou, O God, flye from such gentle Lambs, 
And throw them in the intrailes of the Wolfe? 1627 Mark- 
ham Caval. in. 41 It also purgeth the stomacke and intrals of 
all molten grease. ^ 2704 Swift Batt. Bks. (1711) 240 If the 
Materials be nothing but Dirt, spun out of your own In- 
trails (the Guts of Modern Brains*. 2726 Sloane Jamaica 
II. 304 The intrails were the same as those of other pigeons. 
+ 4 . The inward parts regarded as the seat of 
the emotions, thoughts, etc, ; = ‘heart’, ‘soul’ ; also 
in phrase f Entrails of mercy. Cf. Bowel 3. 

C1374 Chaucer Boeth. hi. xii. 207 J>e most[e] ardaunt 
loue of hys wijf brende }>e entrailes of his brest. <72380 
Wyclif Semi. Sel. Wks. II. 255 Ofte holy writt clepij? 
mercy he entrailis of mercy. 2382 — Ecclus . xix, 23 The 
entrailes of hym ben ful of treccherie. c 1430 Lydg. Bochas 
iv. xiv. (2554) 114 a, In her entrayles all malice was en- 
closed. 2374 Hellowes Gueuara’s Earn. Ep. (2584) 264 
That I shoulde bee of malicious entrailes, either double in 
wordes. 2393 Shaks. 3 Hen. VI, 1. iv. 87. 2611 Heywood 

Gold. Age 1. 1. Wks. 1874 III. 11 Her Intrails were all in a 
mutiny. 1790 Burke Fr. Rev. 128 In England we have not 
yet been completely embowelled of our natural entrails. 


5 . transf. The inner parts of anything ; the in- 
terior, internal contents (of the earth, etc., often 
with personification). Now somewhat rare. 

2490 Caxton Eneydos xix. 73 The rotes haue hidde hem- 
self wythin the entraylles of therthe their moder. 1576 
Fleming Panoplie Ep. 282 Such a one searcheth the very 
heart and entrayles of the ground, for gold and silver. 2602 
Yxn,B-ECKK P and edes Law Nations 73 The other entrailes 
of the earth : as Pitch, Chalke, lyme. 2610 Shaks. Temp. 
r. ii. 295, I will rend an Oake And peg thee in his knotty 
entrailes. 1624 Capt. Smith Virginia vi. 215 The Riuer 
doth pierce many daies iourney the entrailes of that Country. 
<22662 Fuller Worthies (1840) II. 263 The entrails of 
such utensils [pillow, or bolster] amongst the Romans were 
made but of dust, a 2682 Sir T. Browne Chr. Mor. 92 
Even the sun . . May have dark and smoaky entrails. 2683 
Pettus_ Fleta Min. 11. 12 The Monochord whose Entrals 
are curiously composed of Metals. 27*2-82 Mason Eng. 
Garden 11. (R,), Nor thou, fell tube ! Whose iron entrails 
hide the sulphurous blast. 1866 Hartwig Harmonies Nat. 
in Spurgeon Treas. Dav. Ps. xcv. 4 Filtering through the 
entrails of the earth, .the thermal springs gush forth, 
f b. of immaterial things. Obs. 

1584 Fenner Def. Ministers (1587) 74 He must rippe vp 
the verie intrayles of our wordes, ere hee can fetche out this 
meaning. 2642 Rogers Naaman 867 Sinne . . hath seated 
it selfe deeply in the entrals of thy soule. a 2653 Vines 
Lord’s Supp. (1677)324 To look into the entrals of this 
Sacrament. 


t EntraiT, sbA Obs. rare. [f. next vb. ; cf. 
AF. entrail * reticulum ’.] The action of the verb 
Entrail ; a coil. 

2390 Spenser F. Q. 1. i. 16 Folds .. stretcht now forth 
at length without entraile. 

t EntraiT, V. Obs. Also 6 entrayl, intrail, 
[ad. OF. entreillier , f. en- (see En- 1 ) + treille 
trellis-work.] trans. To entwine ; interlace. 

1577-87 Holinshed Ckron. III. 856/2 A wreath of gold 
curiouslie wrought and intrailed. 2379 Spenser Sheph. Cal. 
Aug. 30 And over them spred a goodly wilde vine Entrailed 
with a wanton yvy twine. 2595 — - Protkalamion 25 
A little wickqr basket, Made of line twigs, entrayled curi- 
ously. 2736 W. Thompson Epithalaminm [Imitation of 
Spenser], Myrtle-girland green, Entrail’d with flowrets. 

t EntraiTed, ppl a. Obs . [f. prec. +- edU] 

1 . Entwined, interwoven. 

2599 Middleton Micro-cynicon Wks. V. 492 Her high- 
priced necklace of entrailed pearls. 

2 . Her. Entrailed cross : one drawn in outline, 
with looped flourishes at the corners (see figures 
in Leigh loc. cit. and Elvin Did. Her.). Sir J. 


Feme refers disapprovingly to a use of the word 
as = Umbrated. 

2562 Leigh A rmorie (1597) 36 He beareth argent a crosse 
entrailed. .it is alwaies sable, and is no bigger then touched 
with a pensell, or tricked with a pen. 2386 Ferne Bias . 
Gen trie 175 You haue been taught to call this crosse en- 
trailled. 

Entrain (entr^-n), v.l [ad. Fr. entrain-er, 
f. en- (L. indc) away 4* trainer to drag.] trans v 
To draw away with or after oneself ; in early use 
fig. to bring on as a consequence ; in mod. use 
lit, but rare. 

2568 T Howell A rb .Amitie (1879) 40 Faith true obtaine 
..Friend deere entraine. 2603 Flqrio Montaigne m. v. 
(1632) 471 Yeares entraine me if they please, but backward. 
2657 Tomlinson Renou’s Disp. Ded., You entrain Humility 
and Integrity for your Retainers. 1698 Vanbrugh AEsof 
n. i, The Stomach with its destiny entrain’d their fate. 
2833 Lytton Riensi iv. it 198 Thou wert entrained to the 
slaughter. 2838 Mayne Reid in Ckamb. Jml IX. 172 
Entrained in the crowd. 2881 J. Hill in Metal World 
8 Oct. 342 Independent of the water entrained. 

Entrain (entr^-n), vA [f. En-1 + Train j£.] 
trans. To put into a railway-train. 

Hence Entrarning vbl so . 

2881 Standard 11 July 6 The Volunteers were en-trained 
and despatched to their destinations without either undue 
hurry or delay. 2882 Volunteer Rev. in Scotsman 29 Nov., 
The entraining and detraining of the men was carried on 
satisfactorily. 2882 Alison in Standard 7 Aug. 5/7 The 
guns and troops were quietly entrained at the. .Junction. 

t E'ntraL Obs. rare ~ l . In 7 entrail. [f. 
Enter v. + «al. (OFr. had entraille in same 
sense.)] Entrance ; entry. 

2647 H. More Song of Soul n. iii. 11. vi, None would 
vouchsafe the entrail [rime tricentrall] Into this life. 
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Entrain mel (entrse’mel), v. Also 7 entramel. 
[f. En -1 + Trammel.] trans. a. To put into 
trammels or nets. Only fig. To entangle, fetter, 
hamper, fb. ?To bind, plait (the hair) (obs.). 

Hence t Entra-mmelled ppl a. t Entra'in- 
melling vbl sb. 

2598 Florio, Lucignoli. . entramelings or curlings of haires 
wrought and enterlaced togither with ribands. 2603 — 
Montaigne in. v. (2632) 492 They ensnared, glewed, en* 
trameled, haltred and shackled themselves. 26x1 Cotgr., 
Passe-fillons . . any frizled lockes, or entrammelled tufts of 
haire. a 1670 Hacket A bp. Williams 1. (1692) 104 En- 
tramell’d with fictions and ignorance. 2842 Fraser’s Mag . 
XXIII. 278 To thee alone can I entrust the duty of en- 
trammelling and fettering this^bold spirit. 2880 F. Hueffer 
in Macm. Mag. Nov. 45 Twanging his guitar with no , , 
rule to entrammel his passionate effusion. 

Entrance (emtrans), sb. Forms : 6-8 enter- 
ance, 6-7 enter-, entraunce, 6- entrance ; also 
6 intrannee. [a. OF. entrance, f. entrer to 
Enter: see -ance.] 

1 . The action of coming or going in. 

2602 Shaks. Twel N. iii. 1. 93, I will answer you with. 

;ate and entrance, but we are preuented. 2622 Enchir. 

Med. 154 The dose is . . to bee taken at the entrance into 
bed. 1628 Prynne Celts. Cozens 38 He hath prescribed vs 
a short Eiaculation . . at our entrance into the Church. 
2720 De Foe Capt. Singleton vi. (2840) 100 In the . . first 
entrance of the waste, we were .. discouraged. 2791 Mrs. 
Radcliffe Rom. Forest i. La Motte was interrupted by 
the entrance of the ruffian. 2839 James Louis XIV , II. 
286 To witness the entrance of the Royal party. 

b. spec. The coming of an actor upon the stage. 

1600 Shaks. A. Y. L. n. vii. 242 They haue their Exits 
and their Entrances, 2679 Dryden Tr. <§- Cr. Pref. 
Aiiijb, After an Entrance or two he lets ’em [Pandarus 
and Thersites] fall. 2681-6 J. Scott Chr. Life U747) III. 
vii. 193 Appearing and acting upon the Stage without either 
Entrance or Exit. 2874 Morley Compromise (1886) 126 
Progress would mean something more than mere entrances 
and exits on the theatre of office, 

e . Eccl [transl. Gr. dtrohos] Great and Little 
Entrance : in the Eastern Church, the bringing in 
respectively of the elements and of the gospels, in 
the eucharistic service. 

1855 P. Freeman Princ. Divine Service I. 147. 2839 
Neale Liturg. Introd. xv. 2876 Diet. Christ, Antiq. s.v. 

f d. Words spoken, or ceremonies observed, on 
entering. Obs. 

2693 Temple Mem. Wks. 2732 I. 396, I wou’d leave him 
there after the first Entrances were past. 

2 .fig. 

1326 Pilgr. Perf. (W. de W. 1531) xb. After my entraunce 
to religyon, consyderynge to what I had bounde myselfe. 
2335 Coverdale Wisdom vii 6 All men then haue one in- 
traunce vnto life, & one goinge out in like maner. 2624 
Raleigh Hist. World n. 399 This gave occasion to young 
David, .to make a famous entrance into publique notice 
of the people. 2730 Johnson Rambler No. if 2 Wishing 
that ceremonial modes of entrance [before the publick] had 
been anciently established, 1888 Spectator 28 Apr. 562/2 
A measure for facilitating the entrance of Life-Peers into the 
House of Lords. 

b. esp. The entering into or upon (office, du- 
ties, etc.), t Formerly also absol. accession (of 
a sovereign, etc.). 

2559 Hethe in Strype Ann. Ref. I. App. vi 8 Paul .the 
IVth of that name ..ever since his first entraunce into 
Peters chayre. 1622 Woodall Surg. Mate Ep. Salut. 3 
In the year of the great Plague at the first entrance of 
King James of blessed memorie. 1647 Clarendon Hist. 
Red. 1. (1843) 8/2 Before they made an entrance upon more 
solemn debates. 1649 Selden Laws Eng. 1. xyi. (2739) 30 
Kings furthermore bound themselves (at their entrance 
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into the Throne) hereunto by an Oath. 1709 Strype -Ann, 
Ref I.xiii, 175 Not long from the beginning of the Queen’s 
entrance upon her government. Mod. The oath required to 
be taken by, magistrates at entrance into office. 

f c. ‘Intellectual ingress’ (J.) ; initiation. Ohs. 

2622 Brinsley Lud. Lit. viii. 107 To attaine to make a 
more easie entrance, to that purity of the Latine tongue. 
1625 Bacon Ess. Trav . (Arb.) 521 He that trauaileth into 
a Country, before he hath some Entrance into the Language, 
goeth to Schoole, and not to Trauaile. 
d. Short for entrance fee, money. 

1681 W. Robertson Pkraseol. Gen. (1693) 539 An entrance 
into a school or entrance money. 1702 Land. Gaz. No. 3807/4 
To pay a Guinea and a half Entrance 4 Days before they 
Run. 1713 Ibid. No. 5131/4 Subscribers to pay One Guinea 
Entrance. 

3 . Power, right, or opportunity of entering ; ad- 
mission, lit. and fig. 

1576 Fleming Panoplie Ep. r 3 It was my happie chance 
to have entrance into a goodly Gardeue plotte. 1590 
Spenser F. Q. i. iv. 6 A Porter . . Cald Malvenu, who en- 
trance none denide. 1695 Woodward Nat. Hist. Earth in. 
§ I {X723t 132 The ‘Fissures whereinto it can get Admission 
or Enterance. 1703 M ox on Mech. Excrc. 124 The Nail 
(unless it have good entrance) will start aside, /bid. 224 To 
find how great a Dy should nave Entrance at a small Hole. 
1798 Southey St. Patrick's Purgatory 29 The gates of 
Paradise unclose, F ree entrance there is given. 1838 Lytton 
Leila 11. i. 17 , 1 have your royal word, sire, for free entrance 
and safe egress. 1849 James Woodman, vii, He retired a 
step or two to give him entrance. 

Jig. 1576 Fleming Panoplie , Ep. 281 Upon these pre- 
misses, I see entraunce to this plains conclusion. 1602 
Davison in Farr S. P. Eliz. (1845) II. 323 That my cries 
may entraunce gayne. 11647 H. More Song of Soul n. iii. 
iv. xviii, Gods lovely life hath there no enterance. 1722 
Sewel Hist. Quakers (1795) I. 35 All these reasons found 
little entrance with priests, magistrates and others. 

f 4 . a. The beginning or commencement (of a 
course or period of time), b. The first part, the 
opening words (of a chapter or book). Obs. 

a. 1549 Cqverdale Erasm. Par. Philip, i. 5 Euer 
synce the fyrst entraunce of your profession, euen vnto this 
daye. 1621 Lady M. Wroth U7’ania 545 This is scarce the 
enterance: what will be the successe? 1639 Saltmarshe 
Policy 70, I know no better Policy in the Preface or en- 
trance upon a designe than, etc. 1638 Ussher Ann. 1. x 
Upon the entrance of the night. 1693 Evelyn De la Quint. 
Compl. Card. I. 32 At the Entrance of the Spring. 

b. 1552 Latimer Serm. Lord’s Prayer 11. 2 The entrance 
is this; Cum oratis, dicite. Paternoster, qui es in coelis. 
1638 Chillingw. Relig . Prot.i. iv. § 43. 212 Adde to this 
place, the entrance to his History. 1697 Potter Antiq. 
Greece in. xi. (17151 100 As we learn from the very Entrance 
of the first Iliad, where he speaks of Achilles’ Anger. 1765 
Blackstone Comm. I. 219 This was observed in the en- 
trance of the last chapter. 

5 . cotter. That hy which anything is entered, 
whether open or closed; a door, gate, avenue, 
passage ; the mouth (of a river). Also, the point 
at which anything enters or is entered. 

2535 Covekdale Ezek. xl. 38 A chambre also, whose in- 
traunce was at the dore pliers. 1553 Eden Treat. New Ind. 
(Arb. ) 26 At the entraunce at the great desert. 1606 S h aks. 
Tr. § Cr. 111. iii, 38 Achilles stands i' th' entrance of his 
Tent. 1632 Needham tr. Seldeh’s Mare* Cl. 33 The more 
Northerly enterance of Nilus . . served instead of Bounds 
to the South part of the Land of Israel. 2719 De Foe 
Crusoe 69, I made up the Entrance, which till now I had 
left open, a 1849 Sir R. Wilson Life (1869) I. iii. 140 We 
were beating off the harbour’s entrance. 2S60 Tyndall 
Glac. i. §8. 60 The glacier is forced through the entrance 
of the trunk valley. 1879 Harlan Eyesight iii. 38 This 
blind spot is at the entrance of the optic nerve. 

fig. 1535 Coverdale Ecclus. i. 5 The euerlastinge com- 
maundementes, are the intraunce of her [wyszdome]. 1592 
Marlowe Jew Malta v. ii, And now, as entrance to our 
safety, To prison with the Governor. 1605 Camden Rem. 
17 That these were the fowre entraunces into the church. 
1725 De Foe Voy. round World (.1840) 270 The very en- 
trance into eternal horror, 

6. Nant. The part of a ship that comes first 
(in the water) ; ‘ the bow of a vessel, or form of 
the fore-body under the load-water line ' (Adm. 
Smyth). 

1781 Nelson 24 Aug. in Nicolas Disp. (1845) I. 43 She 
[the Albemarle] has a bold entrance, and dean run. 1869 
Sir E. Reid S/iipbuild. v. 85 In ships which have a very 
fine entrance the breasthook plates are not run right forward 
to the stem. : 

+ 7 . The action of* entering (something) in a 
record ; concr. an entry. Obs. (cf. Entry). 

1588 Mellis Brief e Instr. Diiij, The enterance of these 
parcels, 1620 J. Wilkinson Of Courts Baron 190 Thebailife 
. .delivers to the Sherife a copie of the entrance of the court 
when the cause was removed thus. 

8. attrib as entrance-fee , -hall, -lodge, -money, 
-road, -way. 

, ’ 1844 Mem. Babylonian P'cess II. 4, I paid her “entrance 
fee. 1836 Froude Hist. Eng. (1858) I. i. 52 The children of 
those who could afford the small entrance fees were appren- 
ticed to trades. * 1841 Orderson Creol. xi. in He found his 
master seated in the ^entrance-hall. 1864 Pusey Led. 
Daniel viii. 501 Thereon follows eternal fife, to which death 
is the entrance-hall. 1881 Miss Braddon riy/A I. 290 No- 
body ever saw a man at an “entrance lodge. 1681 W. Ro- 
bertson Phrased. Gen. (1693* 339 “Entrance money, which 
Schollars paid to the Master at their first coming to school. 
1833 Marryat P. Simple v, And, as for entrance money, 
why I think I must not charge you more than a couple of 
guineas. 1833 Brewster Nat. Magic iii. 45 Driving up 
the *entrance-road to the house; 1:883 H: H. Kane iii 
Harper's Mag. Nov. 945/1 The ' “entranceway looked 
dirty. • 
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Entrance (entrerns), V. Also 7 ' entraunch, 
intranse, 6-8 intrance, [f. En - 1 + Trance.] 

1. trans. To throw into a trance. 

a. 1608 Shaks. Per. in'. ii. 94 She hath^ not been en- 
tranced Above five hours. 27x2 Addison Sped. No. 303 
Y 4 The Nine Days’ Astonishment, in which the Angels lay 
entranced, .is a noble circumstance. 

0 . 1667 Milton P. L. i. 301 He stood and call’d His 
Legions, Angel Forms, who lay intrans’t. Ibul. xi. 420 
Adam . . Sunk down, and ail his Spirits became intranst. 

t b. iransf Obs. 

2686 N. Cox Gentl. Recreat . iii. 133 If you would restore 
any of these entranced [with drugged bait] Fowl to their 
former health. 

2. To throw into a state of mind resembling a 
trance; to put . ‘ out of oneself’ ; to overpower 
with strong feeling, as delight, fear, etc. 

a. a 1599 Spenser (JF. With delight I was entranced and 
carried so far from myself. 1621 Quarles Div. Poems, 
Esther (x’jrj) 16 So stand the Sea-men . . Entraunch’d with 
what this man of God recited. 2634 Milton Camus 1005 
Celestial Cupid . . Holds his dear Psyche, sweet entranced. 
a 1765 Mallet To Dk. Marlborough (R,), Entranc’d in 
wonder at th’ unfolding scene. 1820 Keats St. Agues 
xxviii, So entranced, Porphyro gazed upon her empty dress. 
1868 Helps Realmalt vii., (18761 158 Throughout that 
night, Realmah sat entranced in thought. 

|3 . 1598 M arston Pygmal. Sat. iv. 154 Fond Bryart 
Intrance thy selfe in thy sweet extasie. 1743 J. Davidson 
Asneid 25 entranced in fear and wonder. 2771 Mackenzie 
Man Reel. xxxv. (1 803 > 69 He was too much in tranced in 
thought, to observe her at all. 

b. To carry away in or as in a trance {from, to). 

2393 Nashk Christ's T. (1613) 1 18 When a man is so .. 
entranced from himselfe, with Wealth, Ambition, and 
Vaine-glory, that, etc. Ibid. 176 That reuerend Pastor, 
(entranced to hell in his thoughts for the distresse of his 
people). 1877 Mrs. Oliphant Makers Flor. i. 17 The Vita 
Nuova that entrances the young poet into its charmed 
circle. 

Hence Entranced ppl. a. Entramcedly adv., 
in the manner of one entranced. 

1686 [see i b]. 1768 Beattie Minst r. 1. xxxiii, Sleep A 

vision brought to nis entranced sight. 1837 Lytton E. 
Maltr avers 25H er entranced and silent lover. 2871 Mac- 
duff Mem. Patinos i. 12 The Evangelist . . awaking from 
his entranced dream. 2873 Browning Red Cott. Nt.-Cap 
1610 So wrote entrancedly to confidant Monsieur L. M. 

Entrancement (entramsment). [f. Entrance 
v. + -hent.] The action of entrancing ; the con- 
dition of being entranced. 

2632 Cokaine tr. Cassandra 84 His spirits a little re- 
covered from that entrancement. 1680 Otway Poet's 
Compl. Muse v, As we did in our Entrancements lie. 177a 
Mackenzie Man- World 1. xxii. (1823) 448 She received it 
with an intrancement of sorrow. 1817 Coleridge Sibyl. 
Leaves , Keepsake , The entrancement of that maiden kiss. 
1837 Howitt Rttr. Life vi. xviii./. 1862) 6to The feelings of 
delicious entrancement with which I approached the out- 
skirts of Dartmoor. 

Entrancing (entra-nsig),///. a. [f. Entrance 
v. + -ING 2 .] That entrances; transporting. 

1842 Lytton Zanoni 26 The Siren's voice poured forth its 
entrancing music. 2846 Keble Lyra Innoc . (1873) 5 In 
that entrancing dream. i88x Athenaeum No. 2825. 807 
The entrancing tale of the Tegethoff. 

Hence Entramcingly adv., in an entrancing 
manner or degree. 

1854 Tail's Mag. XXI. 273 It steals entrancingly over 
the ear. 1856 Ruskin Mad. Paint. Ill, iv. vi. § 6 Never 
sublime, never perfectly nor entrancingly beautiful. 

Entrant (e*ntrant \sb. and a . See also Intrant. 
[a. Fr, entrant , pr. pple. of entrer to Enter.] 

A. sb. One who or that which enters. Also fig. 

1. One who comes or goes into (a room, etc.); 
a person entering ; an incomer ; a visitor. 

ax 836 H. Miller Rambles Geol. (1858) 252 Remarking 
that the entrant was * only the green lady’. 1866 R. Cham- 
bers Ess. Ser. il 23 Mr. Sydenham was there . . to welcome 
the entrants, manage introductions. 1884 Times 15 Oct. 9/1 
The abuse of public meeting involved in a selection of the 
entrants. 

fig. 2837 G. 'NnsoviGateways Knovol. {1859) x 5 As the 
privileged entrant counsels, the great arms and limbs of 
the body are set in motion. 1889 County Govt. Rev. 2 J an. 
417 The latest entrant to the controversy is our contem- 
porary the Law Times. 

b. One who makes legal entry ; one who enters 
into the possession of land, etc, 

1635 Pagitt Christianogr. 111.(16361 36 Because one entred 
upon the Priory of Bamewell by the Popes Bull, the said 
Entrant was committed to the Tower. 

2. One who enters into or becomes a member of 
an institution or profession. Const, into. 

2800 A, Carlyle Ant. 249 The sudden call for young men 
to fill up vacancies . . obliged the Church to take their en- 
trants from the lower ranks. 1839-57 Alison Hist. Europe 
IX. xxii. 8 The influences, of these new entrants appeared 
in the secrecy and ability with which the measures were 
taken. 1845 McCulloch Taxation 1. iv. (1852) 122 There 
would be a greater influx of entrants into professional busi- 
nesses. 2875 Modem Circular, Mutual Entrants in 1876 
participate in the Eighth Division of Profits. 2880 Fraser's 
Mag. No. 701 The entrant to the Scotch National Church,, 
is only legally required to subscribe the Confession of 
.. Faith. . 

b. One who ‘ enters ’ as a competitor. Also fig. 

2838 Fraser's Mag. XVIII. 725 We have in the victors 
. .the names and material of the successful entrants. : 2883 
H. Drummond Nat. Lawo in Spir. W. xii. (1884) 4x1 Of the 
millions of possible entrants for advancement. . the number 
ultimately selected for preferment is small. Mod. The 
prizes will depend on the number of entrants. ‘ ; : 
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B. adj. That enters, in senses of the verb. 

1640-2 Kirkcudbr. War-Comm. Min. Bk. (1855) 12 The 
entrant tenants, at WhitSounday last . . shall be lyable for 
mantainance of the foote sogers. 1652 Life Father Sarpi 
(1676) 18 The Father, could not be satisfied how the humour 
of Gold could be made entrant. 

Entrap (entrse-p), vJ Forms : 6-7 entrappe, 
6-8 intrap (pe, 6 - entrap, [ad. O F . entraper , en- 
trapper , f. en- (see En- 1 ) + trappe Trap.] 

1. trans. To catch in or as in a trap. Also 
iransf. and fig. to bring unawares into a position 
of difficulty or danger ; to bring (a person) into 
one’s power by artifice. 

a ; 2590-6 Spenser F. Q. (J.\ That guileful net In 
which, .eyes entrapped are. 2598 Barret Theor. Warres i. 
ii. 9 Being first entrapped and foundred with the like vice 
of drunkennesse. 2723 Warder True Amazons 35 Many 
[Wasps in Pots] will be entrap’d. 1774 Goldsm. Nat. 
Hist. 12776) IV. 272 The wild elephant, upon seeing himself 
entrapped in this manner, instantly attempts to use vio- 
lence. 2835 Kirby Hab. <$• Inst. Anim. xix, Spiders were 
divided . , according to the mode in which they entrap or 
seize their prey. 283s Lytton Rienzi x. v. 4x9 He had en- 
trapped the confidence of another. _ i860 Tyndall Glac. ir. 

§ 27. 376 The residue of the air originally entrapped in the 
interstices of the snow. 1868 J. H. Blunt Ref. Ch. Eng. I. 
137 The king was trying to entrap the Pope. 

n. 2534 Barnes Supplic. Hen. VIII (R.', Neither to in- 
trappe them, nor betray them. 2362 Daus tr. Ballinger on 
Apoc. (1573) Pref. 7 The seconde_ [persecution] . . which in- 
trapped also the Authour of this worke ; 121649 Drumm. 
of Hawth. fas. V, Wks. 109 This interview was to intrap 
his person, 1678 Wanley Wond. Lit. World v. ii. § 59. 
471/1 Manuel . . was . . intrapped in the straights of Cilicia* 
and his Army miserably cut off. , 

b. To beguile, bring by artifice to or into. 

1851 Hussey Papal Power i. 38 Having been at first per- 
suaded or entrapped, into an approval of Pelagius’ doc- 
trines. x868 Freeman Norm. Conq . 11876) II. viii. 261 
Entrapping men to destruction by the literal fulfilment of 
an oath. 2884 Manch. Exam. 14 June 4/8 Entrapping the 
Legislature into conclusions which are not openly declared. 

2. With reference to speech : To involve in con- 
tradiction, draw into an erroneous statement or 
compromising admission. 

a 2622 Bible_ Ecclus. viii. 21 Rise not vp (in anger) at the 
presence of an imurious person, least he lie in waite to entrap 
thee in thy words, a 2724 Sharp Serm. (1754) IV. viii. 139 The 
Pharisees and Herodians .. had taken counsel together how 
they might entrap our Saviour in his talk. 2870 Bowen 
Logic ix. 291 Then the respondent is entrapped whether he 
answer in the Affirmative or the Negative. • 

t Entra/p, vf Obs. rare. [f. En- 1 + Trap 2/.] 
trans. To furnish with trappings. 

2634 R. Codrington tr. Hist. Ivstine 534 He did ride . • 
in a Chariot drawn with two horses richly entrapped. 

Entrapment (entrapment), [f. as prec. + 
-MENT.j The action of entrapping ; the condition 
of being entrapped or caught by artifice. 

2597 Daniel Civ. Wares iv. lxxx, Northumberland, .given 
to understand Of some entrapment by conspiracy, Gets into 
Wales. 2613 Sherley 7V<2z/. Persia 38 His first victory 
would rather haue proued a snare to his intrapment. 1812 
Examiner 28 Sept. 618/2 For whose entrapment are you 
thus affecting no intention of entrapping? 2863 Dickens 
Mat. Fr. iv. xv, Appealing from the irregular entrapment of 
this mode of examination. . 1875 Darwin Insediv. PL xvii. 
408 The entrapment of various minute crustaceans. 

Entrapper (entrarpoi). [f. as prec. + -er.] 
One who entraps. 

1593 Nashe Christ's T. (1613) 182 The Pyt-fal .. that 
sathan (our old entrapper) layes for vs. 2798 Edgeworth 
Pract. Educ. (2822) I. 176 ‘Oh, ho!’ exclaims the en- 
trapper, * I have you now !’ 2863 Maguire Father Mathew 
219 The practised entrapper of unsuspecting youth. 

Entra*pping, vbl. sb. [f. as prec. + -ing b] 
The action of the vb. Entrap ; f also the means 
of entrapping, a device, stratagem, wile. 

1562 T. Norton Calvin's Hist. Pref., When he nothyng 
preuailed, he turned to Buttle entrappynges. 1584 Powe.l 
Lloyds, Cambria ig They durst not persue the Welsh to the 
Mountaines for feare of Intrapping. 2594 Carew Tasso 
(1881) 45 Sweete things to heare, entrappmgs very sweet. 
1603 Knolles Hist. Turks (16.38) 316 marg., _ A notable 
stratagem of Scanderbeg for the in trapping of his enemies. * 

Entra*pping, ppl. a. [f. as prec. + -ing 2 .] 
That entraps. Of questions, etc. : Adapted to en- 
trap. Hence Eutra ppingly so as to entrap. 

1625 B. Jonson Staple of N. v. ii, I have an entrapping 
question or two more, To put unto them. 1642 Milton 
Apol. Smecf. Wks. 1738 I. 303 The hurt that might be dohe 
among the weaker by the intrapping Authority of great 
Names titled to false opinions. 2836 R, Vaughan Mystics 
(3860) II, 282 note. Wrong terms and entrapping questions. 
2857 W. Collins Dead Secret (1861) 31 Innovating young 
recruits in the Church army might entrappingly open the 
Thirty-nine Articles under his very nose. 

II Entrata t^entrata). Obs. rare. [It] •= Entry. 

2656 Earl Monm. Advt.fr. P amass. 378 Never was there 
seen a more signal pleasing spectacle m Pernassus. .then 
the entrata made by these Gentlemen. ■ 

f Entrate. Obs. rare ~ K [ad. It. entrata , f. 
entfare to enter.] That which comes in, a revenue. 

a x6jo Hacket A bp. Williams 1. (1692) S3 The Lord 
Treasurer Cranfeild, a good husband for the Entrates of 
the Exchequer. 

Entraunce, -che, obs. forms of Entrance. 
f Entr averse, adv. Her. Obs. rare. [ad. 
OF. entrayers, f, en- (see JLx- v ) + travers across.]! 
Athwart, crosswise. ; ; . . , ■ ; 
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c 2450 Merlin x. 163 Crownes of goolde and asure bendes 
entrauerse lysted as grene as a mede. 

■ Entrayle, -ylle, obs. forms of Entrail. 

, Entre, etc., obs. form of Entire, etc. 
Entreague : obs. . form of Intrigue. 
Entreasure "(entre-giui), v. [f. En-i + Trea* 

SURE Z/.] 

1 . trans* To store up in or as in a treasury. 

2597 Shaks. 2 Heat. IV, m. i. 85 Which in their Seedes, 
And weake beginnings lye entreasured. 1610 G. Fletcher 
Christ's Viet. 1. iv, The memories of heav’n entreasur’d lie. 
1613 Alexander Sidney's Arcadia, m. Supp. (1629) 338 
They would securely entreasure it in a more precious Place. 
1828 Lamb in Blackw. Mag. XXIV. 772 She should en- 
treasure up a secret In the peculiar closet of her breast. 

1 2 . To stock with treasure, Obs. 

a 1634 Chapman On B. yon soil's Sejanus, He [the jeweller] 
entreasures princes’ cabinets. " 

1 22 ntrea*t, sb. Obs . Also 5 entrete, 6 en- 
treat©, 6-7 intreat(e. [f. next vb. ; OF. had. 
mtraite, f. entraitier vb.] The action of the vb. 
Entreat, t a. Negotiation, intervention {obs.). 
1 b. 'Entreaty, supplication. 

.1485 Malory Arthur 1, ii, By the entrete at the last the 
kyng & she met togyder. 1568 T, Howell Arb. Amitie 
(1879) 68 By great entreate and humble sute. <*1592 Greene 
Poems 99 Use no entreats, I will relentless rest. 1621 Lady 
M. Wroth Urania 14, I . . with all the intreates that I 
could frame, perswaded him to entertaine that seruant of 
mine. 1639 G. Daniel Ecclns. xlv. 4 At his entreat The 
wonders ceas’d. 1650 Don Bellianis 142. Which, .you will 
not do at my intreats. 

Entreat (entrz't), v. Forms: a. 4 -6 entrete, 
5-6 -ede, 6-7 -eate, (6 -ait(e), 4- entreat; 

6-7 intreate, 6 intrait, -ete, (-eit), 6-9 intreat, 
[ad. OF. entraiter, entraitier , f. en- (see En- 1 ) 
.4 trait er to Treat. In the archaistic use 1 the 
spelling intreat still sometimes occurs.] 

1 1 . To treat ; to handle. Obs. or arch. 

1 . tram. To treat, deal with, act towards (a per- 
son, etc.) in a (specified) manner. Obs. exc. arch. 

a. <71430 Hymns Vi eg. 22 So betyn, so woundyd, En- 
tretyd so fuly. 1480 Caxton Citron. Eng. ccxlviii. 317 The 
other Capytayns were . . entreated as men of warre ben 
acustomed. 1551 Wotton in Froude Hist. Eng. (1881') V. 
6 My aunt, her mother, was evil entreated by the king 
that dead is. 1577 B. Googe Heresbach's Hush. in. (1586) 
139 The olde Ewes .. be easlyer to be entreated. 1639 
Fuller Holy Warm. xxxi. (1840) 173 The pope ill entreated 
and imprisoned his [Frederick’s] messengers, c 1720 Prior 
Poems ( J.), Well I entreated her, who well deserv'd. 1864 
Burton Scot Abr. II. i. 62 Their authors .. spitefully en- 
treated as monomaniacs. 

J 3 , 1509 Fisher Fun. Serm. Ctess Richmond Wks. 296 
To. .intrete euery persone. .accordynge to theyr degre and 
hauour. 1604 E. Grimstone Hist. Siege Ostend 153 Intreat- 
ing whole troopes of Prince Maurices as friendes. 1622 R. 
Hawkins Voy. S. Sea 271 Shee [the ship] fell over upon that 
side suddenly, intreating many of them which were in her, 
very badly. 1657 S. Purchas Pol. Flying'. Ins. 147 How 
hee^ might best order, and intreat them [Bees] according to 
their kind. 1718 Col. Rec. Penn. III. 52 They ought to be 
well used and Civilly Intreated. 1800 Addison A men Law 
Rep. 277 To wound, beat, and evilly intreat. 1875 Jowett 
Plato ,ed. 2) I. 135 They evil intreated one another, 

f 2 . To take (a thing) in hand ; esp. to treat, 
handle (a subject or question). Obs. 

a. 1509 Fisher Fun. Serm. Ctess Richmond Wks. 290 
As say the doctours entreatynge this gospell, & her lyfe. 
1526 Pilgr. Per/. (W. de W. 1531) 1 The Seconde boke 
entreateth what is the iourney of religion. 1545 Raynold 
Byrtk Mankynde (1564) 98 In this third booke shalbe en- 
treated what is to be done to the Infant borne. 1581 Mar- 
beck Bk. 0/ Notes 555 That yeares actes. .were sufficientlye 
entreated of all three. 1681 W. Robertson Phraseol. Gen. 
(1693) 540 To entreat or handle, tractare. 

( 3 . 1536 Latimer 2nd Serjn . Convoc. 1. 43 It should be 
too long to intreat, how the children of light are ingendered. 
1338 Starkey England 1. iii. 86 Yf they juge be hys frend 
whose cause ys intretyd. 1363 Homilies 11. Repairing 
Churches (1859) 2 7& That house of God .. wherein be_ in- 
treated the Sacraments and mysteries of our redemption. 
1597 Morley Introd. Mas. 184 Musick cannot be intreated 
or taught without the knowledge of all other sciences, 
tb. To occupy oneself in. Obs. 

1390 Spenser F. Q. 11. vii. 53 A thick Arber . . In which 
She often usd from open heat Her seife to shroud, and 
pleasures to entreat. 

f c. To beguile, pass (time). Obs. 

139* Shaks. Rom. # Jul. iv. i. 40 My Lord you must in- 
treat the time alone. 

*|* 3 . intr. Of a speaker or writer, a book, etc. : 
To treat of or upon a sub ject Obs. 

1513 More Rich. Ill , Wks. 37/1 Ricbarde the third 
sonne, of whom we nowe entreate. 1334 Ed. Berners Gold. 
Bk. M. Aurel. (1546) B iiij b, Marc Aurele the emperour, of 
whome this present boke entreateth. <71340 Life Fisher 
Wks. 11. Introd. 58 This excellent man of whom we in* 
treate, John Fysher, Bishopp of Rochester. 1594 Plat 
Jewell-ho. 1, Divers New Exper. 4 Wherevpon Valetius 
entreateth in this maner. 1610 Markham Masterp. 11. 
lxxxiii. 364 Of which wee shall speake, .when wee intreate 
of paring and shooing. 1611 Cory at' s Crudities, Panegyr. 
Verses, Of steeples, townes and towers entreats his goose’s 
quill. 163a Sanderson 12 Serm. 4 To intreate at this time 
of Saint Paul’s advice. 2682 W. Robertson Phraseol. 
Gen. (1693) 540 Atticus in one hook did entreat of . . the 
Records of things done in 700 years; 
b. in indirect passive. 

^ 1361 T. Norton Calvin's Inst vi. (1634) 19 This matter 
Indeed is worthy . to bee largely entreated o£ 1389 Put- 
tenham Eng. Poesie 1. xv. (Arb.) 50 Except Eglogue whereof 
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shalbe entreated hereafter. 1638 Chillingw. Relig. Prot. 
1. iii. § 74. 175 The subject here entreated of. 

c. simply (with ellipsis of prep, and obj.). 
c 1386 Chaucer Pard. T. 302 A word or tuo, as other bookes 
entrete.. c 2534 tr. Pol. Verg. Eng . Hist (1846) I. 5 As 
towchipge the situation thereof hereafter I meane to en- 
treate in places convenient. 1571 Digges Pantom . hi. x. 
Riij, Although it'would seeme I had entreated sufficiently. 
+ 4 . intr . To enter into negotiations; to treat 
with a person ; of (occasionally about , for) a 
thing ; also simply. Obs. 

c t 340 Cursor M. 24795 (Fairf.) To entrete of ]>e pais be- 
twix him & )?a danais. 14. . Epiph. in Twiddle's Vis. 
(2843) 106 Herode . . of thys mater entredes pryvylly. 1482 
Warkw. Ckron. 27 That will speke and entrete with ther 
enemy es. 2323 Ld. Berners Froiss. I. clxxxv. 219 By- 
twene these parties entreated for a peace, the archbys- 
shoppe^ of Senns . . the lorde of Saynt Venant, 1360 Daus 
tr. Sleidane's Comm. 44 b, In the assemblie at Norinberge 
. . the Princes entreated of peace. 2598 Grenewey Tacitus' 
Ann. 1. vi. 116221 10 Being sent vnto you from the Germane 
carnpe, to entreat of the common profit and good. 

p. 1534 Ld. Berners Gold. Bk. M. Aurel. (1546) Dd iiij, 
She was intreatynge to mary an mother husbande, 1368 
Grafton Chron. II. 664 And this manage agreed upon 
(which semeth more likely to be intreated of then concluded). 
1586 T. B. La Prhnaud . Fr. Acad. 1. (1594) 395 Attilius 
Regulus .. being .. sent to Rome upon his faith to intreat 
about a peace. 1593 Shaks. 2 Hen. VI, iv. iv. 9 lie send 
some holy Bishop to intreat. 1603 Knolles Hist. Turks 
(1621) 1x9 To intreat with him of peace, 
f 5 . trans. To parley with (a person). Obs. 

1323 Ld. Berners Froiss. I. ccxxix.307 So they entreated 
the sayd Companyons, and offred them golde. 

II. With additional sense of asking, asking of 
somebody or for something. 
f6. intr. To intercede, plead for(y person). Obs. 
a. c 1430 Compl. Criste 127 in Pol Rel, # L. Poems 169 
Lete merci for us entrete. 2526 Pilgr. Perf. ( W. de W. 
1531) 84 He wyll make other persones to. .perswade & en- 
treate for hym. 1605 Shaks. Lear iii. iii. 4 They, .charg’d 
me. .neither to speake of him, entreat for him, or any way 
sustaine him. x6xx Bible Ex. viii. 9 When shall I entreat 
for thee? 

p. 1600 Shaks. A. V. L. iv. iii. 73 , 1 will neuer haue her, 
vnlesse thou intreat for her. 

+ 7 . intr. To sue, plead for (a concession or 
favour). Obs. 

1373 Twyne VEneid xi. (R.), Then lets intreat for peace. 
x8x8 Jas. Mill Brit. India II. v. viii. 645 The prisoners 
entreated for their release. 

8. trans. To ask earnestly for (a thing) ; chiefly 
with clause as obj. Occas. const, of (a person). 
a. x 6 xo Shaks. Temp. v. i. 1x8, I . . doe entreat Thou 

f ardon me my wrongs. 1771 Goldsm. Hist Eng. IV. 200 
[e entreated that they would elect such, in particular, as 
had, etc. 1780 Burke Execution Rioters Wks. IX. 266 
For God’s sake entreat of Lord North to take a view of the 
sum total. 1797 Mrs. Kadcliffe Italian x, I entreat you 
will speak ; explicitly. 1878 Joaquin Miller Songs Italy 
94 To entreat of the gods what they will not give. 

p. ax 6 oo Creationva Evergreen (1761) I. x66 The serpent 
..persuadit me .. Intreiting, be eiting, That we suld be 
perfyte. 1602 Marston Ant. St Mel 11. Wks. 1856 I. 28 
Our tyred limbes . . intreat soft rest. x6ix Bible Ps. xlv. 12 
The rich among the people shall intreate thy fauour. 1653 
Walton Angler Ep. Ded., To intreat that they [former 
favours] may be enlarged to the patronage .. of this Book. 
1712 Hearne Collect (Oxf. Hist. Soc.) III. 496, I intreat 
therefore y l you would insert it in Post-Boy. 

9 . To make an earnest prayer or request to ; to 
beseech, implore. Chiefly with subord. clause or 
const, to with inf Formerly also const, of or 
with sb. as second obj. 

a. 1502 Arnolds Chron. (x8xx) 134 Wherfbre he entredyd 
the say de brydge-maysters of respyte in the mater. 1309 
Hawes Past. Pleas, xxxii. (1845) 158 Dame Correccion.. 
Did me entreat a while to abyde. 1534 Whittinton 
Tally es Offices hi. (1540) 132 To entreat the iudge . . what 
thynges he may do sauyng his conscience. 1384 Powel 
Lloyd's Cambria 94 They promised to Intreate the King for 
him. x6ix Bible Gen. xxv. 21 Isaac intreated the Lord for 
his wife, because she was barren. 1735 Berkeley Free- 
thinking in Math. § 48 Wks. 1871 III. 330, I entreat ray 
reader to think. 1840 Dickens Bam. Fudge vi, Ask me 
no questions, I entreat you. 1859 Tennyson Geraint <§• 
Enid 760 Entreat her by my love. .That she lide with me in 
her faded silk. 1875 Jowett Plato (ed. 2) I. 384 Let me 
entreat you once more to take my advice and escape. 

£ 3 . x6rx Bible Ex. viii. 8 Intreat the Lord, that hee may 
take away the frogges from me. 1676 Hobbes Iliad 1. (x686) 
170 He not intreat you for my sake to stay, 1731 Johnson 
Rambler No. 153 f 19 All whom I intreat to sing are 
troubled with colds. 1792 Munchhausen' s Trav. xxiii. 97 
Intreating me to assist in the war against Russia. 
flO. To prevail on by supplication or solicita- 
tion ; to persuade by pleading. Also, of circum- 
stances, considerations, etc. : To induce. Obs. 

a. 1351 Bible 2 Chron. xxxiii. 13 And he was entreated 
of hym & herd his praier. 1363 Homilies 11. Idolatry 
iii. (1859) 264 A dog that would be entreated and hired with 
part of the prey to, suffer the wolves to werry the sheep. 
1586 Marlowe i st Pt. Tatnburl. 1. i, This should entreat 
your highness to rejoice. 1593 Prodigal Son 1. 91 Ah 
mv beloved son, be entreated, and go not hence. 

p. 1568 Grafton Chron. II. 768 Howbeit she could in 
no wise be intreated with her good wyll to delyver him. 1576 
Fleming Panoplie Ep. 241 For he is a man full of affabilitie 
. . and easie to be intreated. 1638 Penit. Conf. i. (1657) 4 
God was intreated and Moses prevailed. 

t Entrearbable, intrea*table, a. Obs. [f. 

Entreat v. + -able.] 

I. a. Of a thing : That admits of being taken 
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in hand, treated of, or discussed, h. Of a person : 
That admits of being dealt with, manageable. 

1548 Gest Pr. Masse D viij, The next entretable matter is 
y c y e sayd sacrifice is, etc. 1381 J. Bell H addon's Answ. 
Osar. 499 That you should not have hadd a more entreatable 
aunswerer. 

2 . That can be prevailed oh by entreaty ; com- 
pliant, placable. 

1556 Abp. P arker Psalter xc, Mostpltyfull : intreatable in 
hart. 1576 Newton tr. Lemnie's Complex. (1633 ) 2 to Quicke, 
testy, not entreatable. 16x2 Speed Hist. Gt . Brit. vi. vii. 
70 A man of a softer, and more intreatable condition, a 27x8 
Penn Tracts Wks, 1726 I. 900 Be Intreatable. 

Hence Entrea*tablen.ess, the quality of being 
* easy to be entreated \ 

2334 Whittinton Tullyes Offices 1. (1540) 39 There is 
nothynge more laudable nor comly in a great and noble man, 
than . , facylite and easynesse, and entretablenesse. 

t Entrea*tance, intrea'tance- Obs. [f. 

Entreat v. + -ance.] 

1 . Treatment ; dealing with, or behaviour to- 
wards, a person. 

1577 A. M. Captiv. J. Fox in Arb. Gamer I. 205 Having 
been thirteen or fourteen years under their gentle entreat- 
ance. 2616 Surfl. & Markh. Country Farme 21 Gentle 
and courteous intreatance of their Master towards them, 

2 . Intercession ; entreaty. 

2548 Hall Chron. (1809) 837 There was no feare hut that 
a little Intreataunce should purchase favour enough for 
hym. 1369 Golding Heminges Post. Ded. 21 The entreat- 
ance of certain godly shepheards, compelled me to publishe. 
1578 Chr. Pr. in Priv. Prayers (1851) 488 Save them at our 
entreatance for them. 2600 Fairfax Tasso i. xix, Entreat- 
ance faire with counsell he vnites. 2606 G. W[oodcocke] 
tr. Hist. Ivstine 102 a, At length by much intreatance they 
grannted him a truce for two month es. 

Esitrea’ted, ppl * rare. [f. Entreat v + 
-ED 1 .] In senses of the verb. a. That is the 
object of entreaty; besought "b. {nonce -use.) 
‘ Begged ’ or assumed without proof. 

1631 Celestina n. 33 There is a great distance betweene 
the mtreater and the intreated. 2634 Sir T. Herbert Trav. 
224, I will lead you through no more extravagancies, lest 
our entreated patience turne into exoticke passion. 2646 
ir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. 296 Which we shall labour to 
induce not from postulates and entreated Maximes. 

+ Bntrea'ter. Obs. [f. Entreat v. + -er.] 

1. A negotiator; ah agent ; a mediator. 

2523 Lp. Berners Froiss. I. cccxiv. 483 Then these En- 
treatours went and made report to their lordes. 2568 Graf- 
ton Chron. II. 477 This mocion succeded worse than the 
entreators devised. 

2. One who makes a petition ; a suitor. 

1588 J. Udall Devionstr. Discip. (Arb.) 0 [They] haue 
reiected a request so holy, .yea, and handled the intreaters 
. .so cruelly. 1624 F. White Repl. Fisher 564 It seemed. . 
to be vnlawfull . . that the Martyrs should be Intreatours. 
1673O. Walker Education 270 (F. Hall). 

T Eutrea’tfttl, a. Obs. rare. In 6 in- [f. 
Entreat + -ful,] Full of entreaty; supplicate 
ing. 

2596 Spenser F. Q. v. x. 6 To seeke for succour . . 
With humble prayers and intreatfull teares. 

Entrea*ting“ (entrrtig), vbl. sb. [f. En- 
treat v. + -ing 1 .] The action of the verb En- 
treat in various senses. 

1. a. Treatment (of) : dealing (with a person). 

■ 1529^ More Heresyes n. Wks. 190/2 Thanke me for y« good 
intreting of them both. 1394 Carf.w Huarte's Exam. Wits 
(1616) 193 Subiections, bondages, and ill intreatings. 26x4 
J. Day Festivals (1615), What St. Austin tels us. .to put us 
m minde of the good intreating of our Servants. 

b. Discussion (of) ; dealing (with a subject). 

2526 Pilgr. Perf (W. de W. 1531) 234 In the entreatynge 

of these matters. 2552 Turner Herbal 1. K j a. One of them 
is spoken of in the intreatyng of Camomylf. 1580 Holly- 
band Treas. Fr. Tong, Maniement, a handling, a vsing, 
an intreating. 

c. Negotiation. 

2599 Hakluyt Voy. II. 89 A towne that will heare in- 
treatings is halfe lost. 

2 . Beseeching. 

2603 Knolles Hist Turks (1638) 52 Yet had he with great 
intreating so preuailed. 

Entreating 1 (entrrtig), fipl. a. [f. Entreat v. 
+ -ing^.] That entreats, in senses of the verb. 
2728 Rowe tr, Lucan 1. 629 When for Redress intreating 
Armies call. 2863 Geo. Eliot Romola l vi, Her eyes., 
made a timid entreating appeal. 

Hence Entrea'tingly adv. 

2850 J. A. St. John in Tail's Mag. XVII. 25 Looking 
entreatingly into the face of the baker. 1866 Geo; Eliot 
F. Holt II. xxvii. 179 ‘No’, said Felix, entreatingly. 
Don’t move yet ; 

f Bntrea’tise. Obs. In 5 entreatyse, -ze. 
[f. Entreat v., after the analogy of treatise ,] 
■*' Entreaty, a. Treatment, b. Negotiation. 

2494 Fabyan v. cxxvii. 108 They . . by fayre entreatyze 
contentyd. .the fader* Ibid. vi. clvi. 144 Alcinnus was not 
sent for any entreatyse of peace. 

t Entrea*tive, a. Obs. Also in-, [f. En- 
treat + -IVE.] Of the nature of an entreaty; 
characterized by entreaty. 

2607 A. Brewer Lingua 1. i. in Hazl. Dodsley IX. 342 
And oft embellish’d my entreative phrase. 2650 Don Bel- 
lianis 139 The Soldan would not free the Knight of the 

f olden Image, and the Duke, by intreative means. 2748 
hchardson Clarissa (iSir) V. viii. 200 All gentle, all in- 
treative, my accent. 
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Entreatment (entnTment). Obs. exc. arch . 
Also in-, [f. Entreat v. + -ment.] 

1. The action of entreating : f a. Discussion, in- 
vestigation. +b. Negotiation, settlement, c. Treat- 
ment (of persons). 

1557 Pavnell Barclay's Jugurth 1x8 b, The night before 
that day, which was assigned to intreatment of the peace. 
1360 Roll and Crt. Venus il 89 Quhair all science hes day lie 
Entreitment. 1850 Blkckik AS schylus II. 215 Evil entreat- 
ment he repaid with evil. 2862 Luck Ladysmede II. 161, I 
will only thank you for his gentle entreatment in the cloister 
of St. Mary. 

f 2. Conversation, interview. Obs. 

1602 Shaks. Ham. 1. iii. 122 Set your entreatments at a 
higher rate Then a command to parley. 

t Entreaimre. Obs. In •j in-, [f. Entreat 
v. + -ure : cf. OF. entraiture.] ? = Entreaty 4. 

1577 Test. 12 Patriarchs 64 [He] made us a feast, & with 
much Intreature gave me his daughter Bethoue to wife. 

Entreaty (entrrti) sb. Forms : a. 6-7 en- 
treatie, 7 - entreaty. j3. 6 intreati(e, (-tye, 
-die, intrety), 7-9 intreaty, [f. Entreat v. +-y.] 
+ 1. Treatment (of persons) ; handling. Also 
management (of cattle). Obs. 

1567 Fenton Trag. Disc. 16 You have founde worse en- 
treatie att my handes. 1579 J. Stubbes Gaping Gul/Q. vj. 
For if the Spaniard . . did . . beare away harde mtreadie for 
hys vnwonted pryde towards vs. 1607 Topsell Four-/. 
Beasts (1673) 561, I have also recited before in another 
place of the intreaty of Oxen. 1622 R. Hawkins Voy. S. 
Sea 224 He would give us our lives with good entreatie. 
a 1670 Hacket A bp. Williams 1. (1692) 22 The Lord Privy 
Seal, .gave civil entreaty when the Esquire Beadles, .came 
to him, 

f b. Reception (of guests), entertainment. Obs. 
2609 B. Jonson Stl. Worn. Prol., They shall find guests 
entreaty, and good roome. 2625 Chapman Odyss. xv. 679 
None that could bestow Your fit entreaty. 

+ 2. Treatment, discussion, investigation (of a 
question, subject, etc.). Obs. 

C1534 tr. Pol. Verg. Eng. Hist. (1846) I. 26 Before I 
entered into the entreatie of battailes. 1538 Starkey Eng- 
land 1. i. 24 The intrety of materys of the commyn wele. 
2570 Billingsley Euclid iv. Introd. no The maner of en- 
treatie in this booke is diuersfrom the entreaty of the former 
bookes, a 1626 Bp. Andrevves Serm. (2661) 172 Whereout 
ariseth naturally the entreaty of these four points. 

1 3. Negotiation (of a peace). Obs. 

2523 Ld. Berners Froiss. I. ccxxix. 305 Then it was 
ordayned. .to treat with the erle Mountfort . . on y a state of 
peace. .And at the first entreaty therle Mountfort answered, 
etc. 2607 Topsell Serpents (1653) 627 By truce and en- 
treaties of Peace. 

4. Earnest request, solicitation, supplication. 

2573 G. Harvey Letter-bk . (1884)9, I wil not do ani thing 
forintreati. 2622 Bible Prov. xvxii. 23 The poore vseth 
intreaties, but the rich answereth roughly. 2647 Clarendon 
Hist. Rea. 1, (1843) 7/1 The Prince., by his humble and 
importunate entreaty, .in the end prevailed. 2726 Addison 
Dial. Medals (1727} 40 To move nis haughty soul they try 
Intreaties, and perswasion soft apply. 1821 Byron Two 
Foscari 1. i, Alas l my life Has been one long entreaty. 
2875 Jowett Plato (ed. 2) V. 339 The judges . . shall be in- 
accessible to entreaties. 

+ Entrea'ty, v. Obs. [a. OFr. entraiti-cr : 
see Entreat v.\ intr. — Entreat 4. 

2523 Ld. Berners Froiss. I. ccccxxvi. 746 They of Gaunt 
had a saue conduct, .to entreatie for a peace. 

|| Rntrecliat (antr’fa). [Fr. entrechat , ad. It. 
{capriola) intrecciata a complicated caper, f. in- 
irecciare, f. in in + treccia tress, plait.] A figure 
or feat in dancing, in which the performer, during 
a leap from the ground, strikes the heels together 
a number of times. 

277S Jeans in Lett. 1st Earl Malmesbury (1870) I. 309 
He found that he was incapable of himself to rival his 
brother performer in his entrechats. 2822 Edgeworth 
Mem. II. 120 He could actually complete an entrechat of ten 
distinct beats. 2826 Miss Mitford Village Ser. 11. (1863) 
282 Such pirouettes and entrechats as none but French heels 
could achieve, a 1845 Barham Ingol. Leg., House Warm- 
ing , Gracious me what an entrechat ! Oh, what a bound l 
Entreeomime, obs. form of Intercommune. 
t Entrecoxriite, V. Obs. In 5 entercounte. 
[Bad form of next.] intr. To run one against 
another ; to meet in opposition. 

1413 Lydg. Pilgr. Sowle v. i. (i 859) 70 The spyeres tornynge 
so swetely . . entercounted to geders in their circute about 
the erth. 2482 Caxton Myrr. 11. xxix. 122 The wyndes . . 
entrecounte and mete in som place. 

+ Entrecoirnter, v. Obs . rare. [a. OF. en- 
trecontrer : cf. Enter- pref. and Counter v.] 
intr. To set oneself in opposition, cavil. 

1553 T. Brokis Serm. in Foxe's A. <$• M. (1849) VIII. 782 
Sir Cooke (saith he) it is your office to see to pottage making 
..and not to controule Goddes doctrine, neither to entre- 
counter against holy writte. 

Entrecourse, obs. form of Intercourse. 
Entrede, obs. form of Entreat. 

II Entree (ahtri?). Also 9 enfcrd. [Fr. : for the 
earlier adoption of the word see Entry.] 

1. a. The action or manner of entering, b. 
The privilege or right of entrance ; admission. 

. R* 1782 Cowper Let. 5 Jan., My public entree therefore 
is not far distant. 2803 Mar. Edgeworth Tales <$• Nov . 
IV. (1832) 326 Nothing could be more awkward, .than our 
entree. 1888 W. R. Carles Life Corea iii. 28 Women have 
the right of entree everywhere, 
b. 2785 Lounger (1787) II. 243, I was the only person to 
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whom she gave the constant entrde into her boudoir. 2827 
Lytton Pelham xxiii, My Mother's introductions had pro- 
cured me the entree of the best French houses. 

2. Cookery. A 1 made dish ’, served between the 
fish and the joint. (Littrd explains entries as 4 mets 
qui se servent au commencement du repas ’.) 

2850 Thackeray. Pendennis xxiii, Two little entries of 
sweetbread and chicken. 2880 Sir H. Thompson Food <$• 
Feeding 84 A family dinner may.. consist of soup, fish, 
entree, roast and sweet. 

3. Music, fa. ‘A small piece of music in slow 
4-4 time, with the rhythm of a march, and usually 
containing two bars, each repeated* {obs.). h. 
* The opening piece (after the overture) of an 
opera or ballet ’ (.Grove Diet. Mus. s. v.). 

t Entregent. Obs . rare . [a. Fr. entregent, f. 
entre among -t -gent people.] Social intercourse. 

2652 J. Donne Jr. in Mathewes ’ Eng. Lett. To Rdr., 
[Letter- writing] is the Entregent of absent Persons. 2750 
Chesterf. Lett. (1774) I. 549 Your chit-chat or entregent 
with them. 

Entremedle, obs. form of Intermeddle. 
t En.tr eme *dly , a. Obs. rare "~ l . [ad. OFr. 
entremesli intermixed : cf. meddle.'] Intermixed. 

c 2430 Lydg. MS. Soc. Antiq. 134. 14 (Halliw.) So en- 
tremedly by successioun Of bothe was the generacioun. 

t E'ntremess- Obs. Forms: 4 entremass, 
-mees, -mes(se, entermews, entyrmes, 5 en~ 
termes, -mis, 7-8 entremess. [a. OFr. entremte 
(mod.F. entremets : see next), f. entre between + 
mbs (mod.F. mets) course of viands:— L. missum 
something sent or placed.] Something served 
between the courses at a banquet ; also fig. 

1340 Ayenb. 56 And huanne pe mes bye)? y-come on efter 
j>e oj>er : j?anne bye)? pe burdes and J?e trufles uor entremes. 
2375 Barbour Bruce xvi. 457 .Thai had ane felloune entre- 
mass. c 1400 Maundev. xxxi. <2839) 309 In stede of entre 
messe, or a sukka.rke. c 1430 Lydg. Bochas v. xxv. (1554) 
138 a, Thus can this lady. .Her entermis forth serue. C2450 
Bp. Grossetest's Househ. St at. in Babees Bk . 329 Com- 
mauned 3e \>at youre dysshe be welle fyllyd and hepid, and 
namely of en termes. c 1460 Ros La Belle Dame 256 in 
Pol. Rel. 4 L. Poems 57 For to juge his ruful semblance, 
god wote it was a piteous entemes [? read entermes], 2672 
Marvell Relu Transp. i. 230 The Entremesses shall be of 
a Fanaticks Giblets. 2708 Mortimer Husb. (ed. 2) I. 444 
The true Chard used in pottages and Entre-messes. 

Entremet, var. of Entermete, Obs. 

II Entremets (antr’mg). pi Also 5 entre- 
metes. [mod.Fr. : see Entremess.] 

1 . Side dishes. 

2475 Caxton Jason 129 Of the metes and entremetes. . I will 
make no mencion. .2756 Connoisseur No. 137 {1774) IV. 
246 The duly adjusting the entremets. 1820 TV Mitchell 
Aristoph. I. 207 Soup piquant and entremets, 2833 Mar- 
ryat P. Simple xxxii, First and second course entremets, 
fb. Used as sing. Obs. rare. 

1739 Common Sense II. 13 It is. .easy to distinguish, .the 
puny Son of a compound Entremets from the lusty Off- 
spring of Beef and Pudding. 

2. Antiq. A spectacular entertainment between 
the courses of a banquet. 

1863 Kirk Chas. Bold I. 88 To these exhibitions— -entre- 
mets as they were called. 

Entrench., intrench, (en-, intre-nf). Also 
7 entrensh. [f. En-1, In- + Trench sb. and v. 

. The form intrench is that favoured by mod. Diets., but 
in recent use entrench seems to be more frequent.] 

1. trans. ( Mil .) To place within a trench ; to 
surround or fortify (a post, army, town, etc.) with 
trenches. Also re.fi. 

a. 2563 Golding Caesar 205 They should e be as good as 
entrenched. 1629 S’hertogenbosh 47 The Gouernour. .pro- 
pounding that the Vuchteren wall should be entrenched. 
1643 Cromwell Lett. 11 Sept., The Enemy hath entrenched 
himself over against Hull. 1693 Mem.Cnt. Feckeley rv. 34 
One side covered by a Hill, which was not entrenched. 
1783 Watson Philip III (1839) 2 3 Giving them instructions 
to entrench themselves at the village of Hervorden. 1813 
Wellington in Gurw. Disp, XI. 177 A camp which they 
had strongly entrenched. 2845 $ Austin Ranke's Hist . 
Ref. II. 353 They might entrench themselves opposite to 
the enemy. 2873 Dixon Two Queens I. i. i. 3 They lay 
entrenched along the Ebro. 

| 3 . 2555 Eden Decades W. Ind. 1. iii. (Arb.) 78 Open 
gardens, not intrenched with dykes. 1603 Knolles Hist. 
Turks (1638) 303 Mustapha intrenched his army vpon the 
rising of a hill. 1757 Burke Abridgm. Eng. Hist . Wks. 
1808 A. 409 Here he found the enemy strongly intrenched. 
2810 Wellington in Gurw. Disp. VI. 39 It might be ad- 
vantageous to intrench one or more positions. 1864 Sala 
in Daily Tel. 21 Sept., They retire, and intrench themselves 
somewhere else, 
b. absol. 

2383 T. Stocker Civ. IVarres Lenve Count7\ II. 59 This 
night, likewise, the Enemiebeganne to entrenche in Isseene 
waie. 1590 Marlowe 2ndPt. Tamburl. hi. iii, Raise mounts, 
batter, intrench, and undermine. 2623 Bingham Xenophon 
31 Hee is intrenching or raising a wall somewhere to blocke 
vp our way. 2769 Goldsm. Rom. Hist. (1786) I. 461 Caesar 
. .began to entrench also behind him. 

2 . transf. and^. 

a. a 1594 Marlowe & Nashe Dido 1. i, Finding .dEolus 
entrench’d with storms. 1609 Holland A mm. Marcel, xxiv. 
ib 242 The same [stronghold] entrenched, as it were about 
with the course of the river. 1649 Selden Laws Eng. 11. 
i. (2739) 7 Against this danger he entrenches himself m an 
Act of Parliament. 1733 Berkeley A Iciphr. iv. § 3 En- 
trenched within tradition, custom, authority, and law. 2866 
G. Macdonald Ann . Q. Neighb. xxxii. (1878)553 Still keep- 
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ing himself entrenched in the affectation of a supercilious 
indifference. 

8. 2607 Schol. Disc. agst. Antichr. 1. ii. 78 Within which 
[bound] God hath intrencht all humane power. 2759 John- 
son Idler No. 61 r 7 He intrenches himself in general 
terms. 2796 Burke Regie . Peace Wks. 2842 IL 332 One of 
the parties to a treaty intrenches himself up to the chin in 
these ceremonies. 

■f 3 . To make (a wound) by cutting. Obs. rare. 

2590 Spenser F.Q. iii. xii, 20 A wide wound therein .. 
Entrenched deep with knyfe accursed keene. 2602 Shaks. 
A ITs Well il i. 45 One Captaine Spurio his sicatrice, with 
an Embleme of warre . . this very sword entrench’d it. 

4 . intr. « Trench. To entrench upon : to take, 
use, or occupy a portion of (something) reserved ; 
to encroach or trespass upon ; to infringe (rights, 
flaws) ; to come within the definition of. Now 
rare. 

a, 2640 Canterb. Self-comnc. Postscr. 4 Exceeding the 
Sphere of man, and entrenshing upon Gods proper glorie. 
2710 Prideaux Orig. Tithes ii. 219 This would he to 
entrench upon his own Grant. 2769 Wesley Wks. (2872) 
XIII. 18 Let not the gentlewoman entrench upon the 
Christian. 1831 Q. Rev. XLIV. 269 Far. .from entrenching 
upon the privileges of parliament. 2837 J, H. Newman 
Proph. Office Church 15 Without seeming to entrench upon 
political principles. 

8* *633 Ford Broken H. iii. i, Intrenching on just laws 
Whose sovereignty is best preserved by justice. 2642 Fuller 
Holy 4- Prof. St. iii. xiii. 183 Intrench not on the Lord's 
day to use unlawfull sports. 1649 Jer. Taylor Gt. Exempt. 
1. § x (R.) It intrenches^ very much upon impiety. 272a 
Wollaston Relig. Nat. i. 27, I might intrench upon truth 
by doing this. 1761 Hume Hist. Eng. I. viii. 280 Conces- 
sions which intrenched so deeply on the honour and dignity 
of the crown, 

f b. simply. To make encroachments. Obs. rare. 

1634 Sir T. Herbert Trav. 86 The kings prime House is 
within the Mydan, yet no way entrenching further than the 
other Houses, a 1635 Naunton Fragm. Regalia (Arb.) 46 
Where it did not intrench, neither invade her interest. 

Entrenched, intrenched (en-, intre-njt), 
ppl. a. [f. Entrench v. + -ed 1 .] In senses of the 
verb. a. Surrounded with a trench ; fortified. 
Also fig. b. Dug out like a trench, excavated. 

2570-6 Lambarde Peramb. Kent (2826) 247 An entrenched 

f round with three ditches, c 2590 Marlowe Faust. 44 
Environ'd round with airy mountain-tops, With walls of 
flint, and deep-entrenched lakes. 122667 Cowley To his 
Majesty , Wk. II. 571 No deeply entrench’d Islands. 1785 
Burke Sp. Fox’s E. bid. Bill Wks. X. 229 Their Stativa, or 
stations, .were strong intrenched camps. 1811 Wellington 
in Gurw. Disp. VII. 264 An intrenched camp should be 
marked out. 2862 Times 23 July, Attacking the entrenched 
position of the rebels. 

Entrenching, intrenching (en-, intre-nj- 
iq), vhl sb. [f. as prec. + -ing U] The action of the 
vb. Entrench, in various senses. Also att rib. 

1598 Barret Tkeor. Warres 1. ii. 23 The ground where 
the Campe shall then be, with the manner of the intrenching, 
etc. c 2629 Layton Syon's Plea (ed. 2) 24 An intrenching 
upon the King’s Prerogative. 1633 G. Herbert Temple » 
Search x, Thy will such an intrenching is As passeth 
thought ! 2809 Wellington in Gurw. Disp. IV. 474 In- 
trenching tools and other baggage belonging to the 31st 
regiment. 1877 Held Exerc . Inf. 322 Axes and intrench- 
ing tools, to enable it [rear guard] to block up bridges. 

Entrenchment, retrenchment (en-, in- 
tre*njmentu [f. Entrench v. + -ment.] 

1 . The action of enclosing within trenches. 

In mod. Diets. 

b. concr. That which is formed by entrenching ; 
a line of trenches, a post fortified by trenches; 
loosely , a fortification. 

a. 2590 Spenser F. Q. ii. xi. 6 Seven of the same against 
the Castle gate In strong entrenchments he did closely 
place. 2649 Cromwell Lett. 17 Sept,, They got ground of 
the enemy, and by the Goodness of God, forced him to 
quit his entrenchments. 1670 Cotton Espernon 1. iv. 166 
A great Ditch, which the torrent of Land floods had worn, 
and hollow’d into the form of a regular entrenchment. 2772 
Pennant Tours Scotl. (17^4) 74 A strong entrenchment on 
a steep and lofty clay cliff. 2813 Wellington in Gurw. 
Disp. XI. 177 The 52nd regiment . . carried the entrench- 
ment with the bayonet. 2847 Emi-rson Repr. Men , Napo- 
leon Wks. (Bohn) I. 372 A thunderbolt in the attack, he was 
found invulnerable in his entrenchments. 

p. 1622 F. Markham Bk. Wary. iv. 175 Intrenchments, 
fortifications, places of approach. 1647 Clarendon Hist. 
Reb. (1702) II. vn. 357 He Besieged them in their own In- 
trenchment. _ 2732 Lediard Sethos II. x. 371 To surprize 
him, in the middle of his intrenchments. 2796 Burke Corr. 
IV. 353 Had your miserable slanderers been there, to make 
an intrenchment of their worthless carcasses. 
fig. c 2630 B. J onson To hiigo Marquis Would-be, When 
thou . . canst of truth the least entrenchment pitch. 2742 
Middleton Cicero 1 . 11. 147 Had forced the entrenchments 
of the Nobility. 2865 Dickens Mut. Fr. II. 27 This sally 
on a weak point of Mrs. Wilfer’s entrenchments. 2876 E. 
Mellor Priesth. viii. 385 The sacerdotalists have here an 
intrenchment from which they can never be dislodged. 

T 2 . The action of trenching upon something ; 
encroachment, intrusion. Obs. 

2649 Selden Laws Eng. 1. (1739) 202 Kings looking upon 
this as an intrenchment upon their Prerogative. 2684 
Charnock A ttrib. God (2834) I. 760 All the speeches, of 
men. .are intrenchments upon God’s wise disposal of affairs. 
1692-8 Norris Pract. Disc. IV. 282 An intrenchment upon 
Publick Decency, a 2694 Tillotson Serm. xl. (1742) III. 
159 A high entrenchment upon the office of, etc. 
Entrepone, var. of Interpone v. Obs. 

II Entrepot (antr’pff). Also 8 erron. entre- 
port. [Fr. Lat. type interpositum, neut. pa. 
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pple. of interponere, f. inter between A ponere to 
place.] 

1 . Temporary deposit of goods, provisions, etc. ; 
chiefly £ oner, a storehouse or assemblage of store- 
houses for temporary deposit. Also fig, 

1721 C. King Brit. Merck . I. Pref. 25 A place of Entre- 
Port for the Depository of their Goods. 1782 Pownall 
Antiq. 68 The people . . settled . . many entrepots, and out- 
distant factories. 1802 Playfair Jllustr , Hutton . Th. 363 
It may have .. served for an entrepot, as it were, where 
those debris were deposited. 1811 Wellington in Gunv. 
Disp. VIII. 410 Their [the troops’] surplus means of trans- 
port might be applied. . to form an entrepot at a convenient 
distance. 1871 Maine VilL Conumtn . vi. 197 The merchant 
. . carries his goods from the place of production, stores 
them in local entrepSts. 

2 . A commercial centre ; a place to which 
goods are brought for distribution to various parts 
of the world. Also attrib as in entrepdt-trade . 

1758 Chestf.rf. Lett. (1792) IV. 118 The place where you 
are now is the great entrepot of business. 1812 Examiner 
19 Oct. 658/2 Moscow is the entrepot of Asia and Europe. 
1866 Rogers Agric. Prices I. xxiv. 607 The most import- 
ant entrepot of the herring fishery was Yarmouth in Norfolk. 
1883 Pall Mall G. 5 Apr. 2/1 A diversion from our entrepot 
trade. 

3 . A mart or place where goods are received 
and deposited, free of duty, for exportation to 
another port or country. 

+ Entreprei*gnant, a. Obs . rare. [a. F. 
entrepreignant, obs. form of pr. pple. of entre- 
prendre to undertake.] Enterprising. 

cx 475 Partenay 2504 A ful good knight, .wur thy, Entre- 
preignant, coragious, and hardy. Ibid. 5073, 5355. 

I] Entrepreneur (antr’pnmor). [Fr. : see 
next.] a. The director or manager of a public 
musical institution, b. One who * gets up 5 enter- 
tainments, esp. musical performances. 

1878 Grove Diet. Mus. I. 104 Concerts were started by . . 
a well-known entrepreneur of the day. 1882 Musical Times 
1 Feb. 108/1 Mr. . . begs to inform Projectors of Concerts, 
Secretaries of Institutions, and Entrepreneurs generally. 

f Entrepreneur. Obs. In 5 enterprenour, 
entreprennonre. [ad. F. entrepreneur, agent-n. 
i. entreprendre to undertake.] One who under- 
takes ; a manager, controller ; champion. 

1475 Bk. Noblesse (i860) 64 That most noble centoure 
Publius Dedus, so hardie an entreprennoure in the bataile. 
1485 Caxton Chas. Gt. 166 Rychard went to fore as chyef 
enterprenour. 

t Entre-pressed, ppl. a. Obs. rare- 1 . (The 
original has fraposta , interposed, placed between.) 

1641 Earl Monmouth tr. Biondi’s Hist. Civ . Warres 
Engl. iv. v. 134 Those of Rhoan, having made themselves 
masters of two towres {misprinted* townes] by whose entre- 
pressed curtain they might give him entry. 

t Entrepro'clie, Obs. 9 -are— 1 , [as if a. 
F. *entreproche~r , f. entre between + proche near. 
Cf. Fr. appr ocher Approach.] intr. To approach 
one another. 

r 1475 Partenay 2225 When entreproched thys huge hostes 
to. 

|| Entresalle (antr’sal). [Fr. entresalle, f. 
entre between + salle room.] An anteroom. 

1884 Health Exkib. Catal. 48/2 The above [furniture] ar- 
ranged to show a salon and entresalle, completely furnished. 

+ Entresalue*, V. Obs. Also 5 entresalew(e. 
[a. OF. entresalue-r, f. entre (see Enter-) + saluer 
to salute.] trans. To greet or salute mutually. 

1481 Caxton Myrr. n. vi. 76 Olyfauntes . . bowe their 
heedes that one to that other lyke as they entresalewed eche 
other. 1491 — Vitas Pair. (W. de W. 1495) 11. 269 a/2 After 
that they were entresalued. 

t E'ntresigU. Obs. rare. Also 5 entre- 
sygn(e. [a. OF. entreseigne sign, mark, f. entre 
(see Enter-) + seigne (mod.F. signe) :—L. signum.] 
A sign or token ; esp. a badge on a knight’s armour. 

1480 Caxton Ovids Met . xi. xxi. To gyue her [Alcyone] 
entresignes, bywhyche she may see apertly the nawfrage and 
peryll of her husbonde. 1489 — ■ Faytes of A. iv. xv. 274 
The lordes in a bataylle myght be knowen by his armes and 
entresygnes. 

II Entresol (e*nt3ispl, Fr. antr’s^l). Also 8 en- 
tresole, entersole, 9 intersole.] [Fr. ; f. entre 
between + sol the ground.] A low story placed 
between the ground floor’ and the 'first floor’ 
of a building ; sometimes so contrived as to ap- 
pear externally part of the former; a mezzanine 
story. Also attrib. 

27x2 R. Neve Builder s Diet. (ed. 2) Entresole, sometimes 
call’d Mezanine, is a kind of little Story, contrived occa- 
sionally at the top. of the first Story, for the conveniency of 
a Ward-robe, etc. 1789 P. Smyth tr. A Idrich's A rchit. (1818) 
140 The lesser rooms have entersoles with winding stair- 
cases leading to them. 1823 Nicholson Pract. Builder 438 
In this case, the upper story is termed a mezzanine or inter- 
sole. 1848 Thackeray Van. Fair xxxvi. (1853) 3°S They 
could take the premier now, instead of the little entresol of 
the Hotel which they occupied. 1864 Leeds Mercury 15 
Nov., The inhabitants, .on the borders of the Arno hastened 
to remove their valuables from the ground floors and even 
entresols. 1887 Times (weekly ed.) 17 June 4/1 A small 
hack room on the entresol floor of Palace-chambers. 

+ E*ntress(e. Chiefly Sc. Obs. Also 6-7 
entres, 6 enteres, intres. [app. irregularly f. 
Enter v. + -ess, after duress , largess.'] — En- 


trance, Entry, in certain senses, a. The oppor- 
tunity, right, or permission to enter, b. A means 
or place of entering, c. Entrance, initiation into 
a subject. 

c 1430 Henryson Mor. Fab. 9 Of which the entresse was 
not hie nor brade. 1509 Hawes Past. Pleas . (18451 16 Into 
the toure for to have an intres. Ibid. xxiv. 109 The eres 
are but an intres To commyn wytte. — Joyful Medit . 4 
As in this arte having small intres, But for to lerae is all 
myn appetite. 1519 Horman Vulg. 255 Yf ye stande to 
thynne: ye geue entresse to your ennemies. 2560-78 Bk. 
Discip. Ch. Scot. (1621 > 41 And to have some entres in the 
first rudiments of Grammer. <,'1565 Lindesay (Pitscottie) 
Citron. Scot. (1728) 3 The Chancellor . . gave her Entress to 
visit her young Son. a 1572 Knox Hist. Ref. Wks. 1846 I. 
27 Yet is it the entress unto eternall lyif. 2600 Gowries 
Conspir. in Harl. Misc. (Malh.) II, 345 The double dore 
.. did byde them . . halfe an houre .. before they coulde 
get it broken and have entresse. <11657 Sir J. Balfour 
Ann. . 9 ^/. (1824-5) II. 187 Nobiliteyandcauallerosstriuing 
togett entresse to see the ceremoney. 

Entresse, var. of Interest, Obs.. interest. 

t Entre ‘te. Obs. rare— K [a. OF. enirait ad- 
hesive plaster.] A plaster. 

c 1440 MS. Line. Med. f. 302 (Halliw.) It sal .. hele it 
withowttene any entrete, bot new it evene and rnorne. 

t Entri'ke, v- Obs. Also 5-6 entryke, (6 
entriek), 5 intrike. [a. OF. entriqu-er , in- 
triguer ** Pr. entricar. intricar, ad. It. intricare , 
var. of intrigare (see Intrigue) L. intrlcare, f. 
in in + truce quirks, tricks. Cf. Intricate, In- 
trigue. 

In I tab intrigare (see Intrigue) is the form of the inf. 
required by phonetic law ; but in other parts of the vb. the 
forms intrico , intrica , etc. are normal, and the c was intro- 
duced into the inf. by analogy.] 

1 . trans. To entangle (a person), ensnare, be- 
guile. 

1:1380 Wyclif Set. Wks. II. 421 To dispence and assoile 
men of syrmes, J?at ben entrikid wi}> sich ritis. c 1381 
Chaucer Pa rl. Forties 403 But which of ^ow, that loue 
most entrikyth, 1430 Lydg. Ckron. Troy Prol., His misty 
speche . intriketh readers that it see. 1496 Dives 4- Paup. 
(W. de W.) li. 91/1 Moche of my nacyon is entryked and 
blente with such fantasyes. 1530 Palsgr. 538/2 He that 
his entryked with wordly busynesse is nat mete to be a 
studyent. 1545 Udall Erasm. Par. (1548) Luke xi. 34 In 
case the iye of thy bodye be corrupted . . then shall all the 
whole bodye be entrieked. 

2 . To make (a sentence) entangled ; to compli- 
cate, involve. 

1393 Gower Conf. I. 358 That he the worde entriketh, 
That many a man of him compleigneth. c 1430 Lydg. Stor. 
Thebes 2892 His Cleer conceyte ..Nat entryked with no 
doublenesse. 1545 Udall Erasm. Par. (1548) Lukev iii. 99a, 
Entrieked or wrapped in derke parables. 1549 Coverdale 
ibid. Rom. Argt., The same [sentences] are oftetymes, as a 
man maye saye, entriked or entangled. 

Entrocnal (e-ntrtfkal), a. [f. Entroch-us + 
-al.] Pertaining to, or largely composed of, en- 
trochi. 

1872 N icholson Paleeont. 126 Crinoidal limestone or en- 
trochal marble, 

EntrocMte (e-ntriksit). [f. as prec. 4* -ite.] 

- EntroCHUS. In mod. Diets. 

II Entroclms (e*ntr<?k;t>s). Palaeont. PI. en- 
troebi. [mod.L., f. Gr. kv in + rpoxos wheel.] A 
name sometimes given to the wheel-like plates of 
which certain crinoids are composed. 

1676 Beaumont in Phil. Trans. XI. 727 Most of the oval 
Entrochi grow crooked and twisting. 1755 Amory Mem. 
(1769^, The vault and walls are decorated with entrochi and 
shells. _ 1794 Sullivan View Nat. I. 488 The entrochi and 
the relics of other fishes. 

t Entroo*p, V. Obs. rare. In 7 entroup. [ad. 
Fr. entrouper (Cotgr.), f. en (see En- 1 ) + troupe 
troop.] trans. To form into a troop, assemble. 

1609 Holland Amm. Marcel, xvi. xi. 73 The horsemen 
strongly entrouped themselves. 

II Entropion, entropium (entr^«*pi,^n, -s^m). 
Path. [mod.L., f. Gr. kvrpoirrj, related to kvrpiiruv 
to tum inwards, f. h in + Tpesmv to turn.] In- 
version of the eyelids. 

1875 H. Walton Dis. Eye 685 Idiopathic entropium is 
met with in three states. 2878 T. Bryant Pract. Surg. I. 
344 Entropion signifies a rolling inwards of the whole lid, 
the whole row of lashes being completely turned towards 
the eyeball. 

Entropy (e-ntr^pi). Physics, [f. Gr. rpoirrj 
transformation (lit * turning ’), after the analogy 
of Energy. First proposed by Clausius (1865) 
in Ger. form entropie . 

Clausius {Page. Ann. CXXV. 390% assuming (unhistori- 
cally) the etymological sense of energy to be ‘work-contents’ 
(werk-inhalt), devised the term entropy as a corresponding 
designation for the ‘transformation-contents’ C verwand - 
hmgsinhalt) of a system.] 

The name given to one of the quantitative ele- 
ments which determine the thermodynamic con- 
dition of a portion of matter. 

In Clausius’ sense, the entropy of a system is the measure 
of the unavailability of its thermal energy for conversion 
into mechanical work. A portion of matter at uniform 
temperature retains its entropy unchanged so long as no 
heat passes to or from it, but if it receives a quantity of 
heat without change of temperature, the entropy js increased 
by an amount equal to the ratio of the mechanical equiva- 
lent of the quantity of heat to the absolute measure of the 
temperature on the thermodynamic scale. The entropy of 


a system = the sum of the entropies of its parts, and is 
always increased by any transport of heat within the system : 
hence * the entropy of the universe tends to a maximum* 
(Clausius.. The term was first used in Eng. by Prof. 
Tait (see quot. 1868', who however proposed to use jt in 
a sense exactly opposite to that of Clausius. In this he 
was followed (with an additional misunderstanding: see 
quot. 1875) by Maxwell and others ; but subsequently Tait 
and Maxwell reverted to the original definition, which is 
now generally accepted. 

1868 Tait Sketch Thermodynamics 29 We shall, .use the 
excellent term Entropy in the opposite sense to that in 
which Clausius has employed it — viz., so that the Entropy 
of the Universe tends to zero. 2875 Maxwell Th. Heat 
(ed. 4) 189 note , In former editions of this book the meaning 
of the term Entropy as introduced by Clausius^ was erro- 
neously stated to be that part of the energy which cannot 
be converted into work. The book then proceeded to use 
the term as equivalent to the available energy . . In this 
edition I have endeavoured to use Entropy according to its 
original definition by Clausius. 2885 Watson & Burbury 
Math. Th. Electr. § Magn. I. 245 As in the working of a 
heat engine, the entropy of the system must be diminished 
by the process, that is, there must be equalisation of tem- 
perature. 

Entror (e*ntr3i, -p-i). Law. rare. [ad. AF. en- 
trour, f. entrer to enter: see -or.] One who 
makes legal entry. 

2865 Nichols Britton II. 303 The voucher^ shall be from 
person to person . . of the persons named . . in order up to 
the first disseisor, or other entror. 

t Entrou ble, V. Obs . rare. In 5 entrowble. 
[a. OF. entrouble-r , f. en- (see En- 1 ) + trouble 
trouble.] trans. To render troubled. 

1475 Caxton Jason 86 b, Medea entrowbled at that time 
her mayntene. 

Entrusion, obs. form of Intrusion. 
Entrust, intrust (en-, intrust), v. [f. En- 1 
+ Trust sb. 

* The form intrust , though preferred in many recent Diets., 
is now rare in actual use,] 

1 . trans. To invest with a trust ; to confide a 
task, an object of care to (a person, etc.) ; to com- 
mission or employ in a manner implying confidence. 

a. Const, to with inf, + for (a purpose), in (a 
business) ; also simply. Obs. or arch. exc. in Law. 

a. 2602 Carew Cornwall 82 b, They, .were wont to he en- 
trusted, for the Subsidiary Cohort, or band of supply. 1646 
Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. in. xi. 130 The Griffin . . doth . . 
well make out the properties of a Guardian, or any person 
entrusted. 1665 G. Havers P. della Valle’s Trav. E. 
India 31 The last Advertisements .. argue that the King 
still entrusts him. 1 666 Pepys Diary (1879) IY. 108 The re- 
port we received from those entrusted in the fleete to inform 
us. 2691 in W. Perry Hist. Coll. Amer. Col, Ch. (i860) 
I. v a. 4 The Archbishop of Canterbury . . was wholly en- 
trusted by the King and Court for all Ecclesiastical affairs. 
2759 Robertson Hist. Scot. I. 11. 122 The clergy were en- 
trusted because they alone were properly qualified for the 
trust. 2836 J. Grant Random Recoil. Ho. Lords xiii. 290 
Earl Grey . . entrusted his son-in-law in the execution of so 
important a task. 1885 Law Rep . Q. Bench Div. XIV. 202 
The Attorney General only .. was entrusted by the consti- 
tution to sue for the King. 

| 3 . 1649 Milton Eikon. Wks. 1738 I. 387 The Governor 
besought humbly to be excus'd, till he could send notice to 
the Parlament who had intrusted him. a 1674 Clarendon 
Hist. Reb. (1704) III. xii. 254 S r Benjamin Wright ; who 
was intrusted by them to sollicite at Madrid for their Pass, 

b. Const, with (the charge or duty confided). 
a. 1651 Hobbes Leviath, 11, xx. 105 Monarchs, or As- 
semblies, entrusted with power. 2688 Shadwell Sqr. 
Alsatia v. Wks. (1720) 103 Who are the ladies you have 
entrusted me with, Ned? 1748 Anson’s Voy. 1. iii. 26 A 
carpenter, whom he entrusted with a large sum of money. 
2848 Macaulay Hist. Lng, II. 203 The other was entrusted 
with all the mysteries of Tory diplomacy. 2879 M. Arnold 
Porro unum, $c. in Mixed Ess. 260 New . . universities. . 
ought no.t to he entrusted with power to confer degrees. 

p. 167a Wilkins Nat. Relig. 11. viii. (R.), They. . are care- 
ful to improve the talents they are intrusted withall 1848 
Macaulay Hist. Eng. I, 541 He . . was so little disposed to 
intrust them with political power that he thought them 
unfit even to enjoy personal freedom. 

2 . To confide the care or disposal of (a thing 
or person), the execution of (a task) to, f with a 
person. Also, to trust, commit the safety of (one- 
self, one’s property, etc.) to a thing. 

1618 Bolton Florus n. vi. 206 Entrusting a part of their 
Army to Appius Consull. 1655-60 Stanley Hist. Philos. 
(1701) 75/2 His Father dying, left him . . fourscore Minse, 
which being entrusted with a Friend for Improvement, they 
miscarried. 2715 Addr . in Land, Gaz. No. 5332/1 The 
Business of the Commission intrusted with us. 272a De 
Foe Col. ^<2^(1840)31 An errand of too much consequence 
to be entrusted to a boy. 279a Anecd. W. Pitt I. xvii. 281 
The Defence of the island was entrusted to a constitutional 
and well-disciplined militia. 2828 Byron Ch. Har. iv. clxx, 
How we did entrust Futurity to her 1 2868 Milman iv. 
Pauls iii, 72 The temporalities of the see were entrusted to 
the Dean and Chapter. Mod. I should not like to entrust 
my safety to such a boat as that. 

Hence Entrusted///, a. Entrirsting vbl. sb. 
164a Declar. Lords $ Com., Ordinance Lond. 13 Apr. 3 
Such entrusted persons as they shall appoint. 1660 Milton 
Free Commw. 451 Having . . many Commonwealths under 
one united and entrusted Sov’ranty. a 2700 Dryden Charac. 
Good Parson Wks. 1821 XI. 397 Intrusted riches to relieve 
the poor. 1818 Keats Endym. 1. 758 Then wherefore sully 
the entrusted gem Of high and noble life with thoughts 
so sick? 1852 G, S. Faber Many Mansions 309 The seat 
of the Fallen Hierarch’s Entrusted Dominion. 1884 Rus- 
kin in Pall Mall G. 20 Sept. 4/2 After twelve hundred 
years’ entrusting of the Gospel to them [the clergy]. 
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Entrustment (entro-stment). . [f. Entrust v. 
+ *ment.J Tue action of entrusting; the fact of 
being entrusted. Formerly also, a position of trust ; 
a duty with which one is entrusted. 

1643 Herle Answ. Feme 29 "Tis but a power of ordinary 
entrustment. 1657 J. Goodwin Triers Tried 18 God hath 
called or advanced them to their respective entrustments. 
1657 Pettus in Love day’s Lett. (1663) A 3 b, I wish I had 
leisure to peruse the whole Packet . . but . . I cannot spare so 
much time from my Intrustment. 1877 Act 40 4r Viet. 
c. 39 § 2 Where any person has been entrusted with, etc. . . 
any revocation of his entrustment . . shah not affect the 
title, etc. 

Entry (e-ntri). Forms: 4-7 entre, 4-6 -ee, 
6-7 entrey, -ie, -ye, 6 entery (-ie), 5- entry. 
[ME. entre(e, a. Fr. entree, corresp. to Pr .intrada, 
Sp., Vg. entrada, It. intrata late L. intrata, f. 
inirdre (Fr. entrer) to Enter.] 

1. The action of coming or going in ; the coming 
(of an actor) upon a stage; the entering into or 
invading (a country), etc. In phrases. To make 
(f have) entry. Also Jig. 

c 1330 R. Brunne Citron. (1810) 179 "Now has R. entre, and 
Acres taken es. c 1400 Ywaine <§• Gate. 2961 Als Sir 
Ywaine made entre. 1475 Caxton Jason 96 [lie] thought 
. . of what purpoos he mighte make to her his entree. 1568 
Grafton Citron. II. 723 The king of Englandes entrie 
and invasions. 1594 T. B. La Primaud. Fr. A cad, n. 507 
Their opinion touching the birth of soules, their entrie 
into the bodie. 1746-7 Hervey Medit. (1818) 129 No actor 
on a stage .. can make a more regular entry, or a more 
punctual exit ! 1833 Herschel Astron. viii. 258 The entry 
and egress of the planet's center (across the sun’s disc]. 
1853 Kane Grinnell Exp. xiii. (18561 99 Since our entry 
into the ice. 1866 Crump Banking- x. 226 The first entry 
of gold into the mint for coinage purposes. 

Jig. 1587 Fleming Cent. H olmshed III. 1550/2 Then began 
such an entrie of acquaintance, knowledge, love . , be- 
twixt them. 1604 James I Counterbl. (Arb.) 99 The first 
entry thereof [Le. of Tobacco taking] among vs. 1690TEMPLE 
Ess. Learn. Wks. 1731 1 , 167 Very soon after the Entry of 
Learning upon the Scene of Christendom. 1833 Chalmers 
Const Man 11835) I. iii. 155 Finds entry into the mind, 

b. The ceremonial entrance (of a 1 king, etc.). 
1534 Ld. Berners Gold. Bk. M. Aurel. (1546) O vj, Thus 
this emperour adressed his entre with his capitaynes. a 1714 
Burnet Own Time (1766) I. 27 His entry and coronation 
were managed with such magnificence that the country 
suffered much for it. 1845 S. Austin Ranke's Hist. Ref. 
III. 261 Their solemn entry into the imperial city, 
f C. The action of boarding (a ship). Obs. 

1591 Raleigh Last Fight Rev. (Arb.) 21 To make any 
more assaults or entries. 

fd. ?The paying of formal visits, f making 
calls \ Obs. rare. 

1753 T. Amory Mem. (1769) I. 219 She can even pass the 
Sunday evenings away at cards and in visiting, and waste 
at play and entry the hours of the sacred. day. Ibid. II. 81 
They renounced custom and false notions, the propensities 
and entries, the noise and splendor of the world. 

2. Law. a. The, actual taking possession of 
lands or tenements, by entering or setting foot on 
the same. 

1491 Act 7 Hen. VII, c. 16 § 1 Thentre, season and pos- 
session of your seid Subgiet . . into all the premisses. 1540 
— 32 Hen. Viii, c. 2 § 2 No . . person . . shall . . maintem 
any .. writ o[f] entry vpon disseason done to any of his 
auncestors. <*1626 Bacon Max. $ Uses Com. Law 23 
Where a man findeth a piece of hand that no other pos- 
sessed! .. and he that so findeth it doth enter, this entry 

f aineth a property. 174 z Fielding Jos. Andrews 1. xii, 
le’d warrant he soon suffered a recovery by writ of entry. 
1817-8 Cobbett Resid, U. S. (1822) 27s Mr. Birkbeck in- 
forms me he has made entry of a large tract of land. 1866 
Kingsley Herew. I, xvi. 298 , 1 advise you as a friend not 
to make entry on those lands. 

b. One of the acts essential to complete the 
offence of burglary. 

1769 Blackstone Comm. IV. 227 As for the [burglarious] 
entry, any the least degree of it, with any part of the body, 
or with an instrument held in the hand, is sufficient ; as, to 
step over the threshold. 

f 3. a. A dance introduced between the parts of 
an entertainment ; an interlude. Cf. Fr. entree or 
entree de ballet (Littre). b. Music. — Entree 3 . 

1651 Evelyn Mem. (1857) 1 . 276 A masque at Court, where 
the French King in person danced five entries. 1675 Shad- 
well Psyche 1. Wks. 1720 II. 16 Then an Entry danc’d by 
four Sylvans. 1728 R. North Memoirs Mustek (1846) 102 
The Entrys of Baptist ever were and will be valued as most 
stately and compleat harmony. 
i*4. trdnsf. a. The entering upon an office ; the 
accession of a sovereign, b. The becoming a 
member of an institution. Obs. 

c 1380 Wyclif Set Wks. III. 310 For symonye don in 
here entre; 1389 in Eng. Gilds (1870) 167 To make y e paie- 
ment of hiscouenauns for his entre. f X500 Blowbol's Test. 
45 in Hazl. E.P. P. I. 94 Of so grete reverens werre the 
universities, That men toke entrie knelyng on their knees. 
1576 Thanksgiv. in Liiurg. Serv. Q. Eliz. (1847) 548 The 
day of the Queens Majestys entry to her reign. 
f 5. The right or opportunity of entering ; ad- 
mission, Entrance. Obs. 

<*1300 Cursor M. 13079 pe king pam lete haf fre entre. 
c 1325 Coer de L. 1884 The galyes . . had nigh won entrie. 
-ex 330 R. Brunne Ckron. (18 ro) 272 Now has pe Baliol a 
stounde lorn issu & entre. 1377 Langl. P. PI. B. xi. 118 
panne may alle Cristene come, .and cleyme pere entre. 1491 
Caxton Vitas Patr. (W. de W. 1495) n. 195 b/2, The entre 
of the cyte of Athenes forsayd was graimted unto hym’. 
1574 tr. Littleton's Tenures 15 a, Yet shall hee have free 
entree, egresse, and regresse in the same house. 1615 Chap- 
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man Odyss. i. 191 In this discourse,- lie first saw Pallas 
standing; Unbidden entry. 

f 6 . The coming in (of a period of time); the 
entrance upon (a journey, work, etc.). Obs. 

a 1300 Cursor M. 13259 To nazareth he went again. ,Tua 
dais in aueril entre. c 2400 Destr. Troy 2248 What profit n 
any prowes with a prowde entre, To begyn, any goode, on 
aground febill. ^1450 Merlin xiii. 191 A-boute the entre 
of may. 1535 Gardiner in Strype Eccl. Mem . I. xxx.‘ 212, 
I required your advice in mine entry and beginning thereof. 
1568 Grafton Chron. II. 618 When the I) uke of Yorke 
had thus framed the entry into hys long entended jorney. 
1587 Harrison England 11. vi. (18771 u Some making 
their entrie [at supper] with egs. 1655-60 Stanley Hist. 
Philos. 11701 ) 555/2 Not to stay longer in the entry. 

■f* b. The preface or opening words (of a book, 
etc.). Obs. 

1340 Hampole Pr. Consc. 369 Alle J>at byfor es wry ten.. 
Es bot als an entre of pis buk. 1581 Sidney Apol. Poetrie 
(Arb.) 52 The Poet'... for hys entry, calleth the . . Muses to 
inspire into him a good inuention. 1659 Pearson Creed 
(1839) 225 And thus even in the entry of the Article we 
meet with the incarnation. 

7. cmcr. That by which any place open or closed 
is entered ; a door ; a gate ; an approach or passage 
to a country, etc. ; the mouth of a river. In a 
dwelling, an entrance-hall ; lobby. Also Jig. 

1297 R. Glouc* 51724) 158 Bute entre on per nys, And 
pat ys vp on harde roches. 1340-70 A lisaunder 908 En- 
forced were pe entres with egre men fele. c 1420 Pallad. 
on Hush. 1. 1059 Her [the hive's] entre tourne it faire upon 
the southe. 1535 Coverdale Acts xii. 14 She opened 
not the entrye for gladnes. 1580 North Plutarch (1676) 669 
It was a passage and entrey into the Countrey of -Laconia. 
1598-1600 Hakluyt Voy. , At the entrie of which riuer 
he stayed his course. 1605 Siiaks. Macb. 11. ii. 66, I heare 
a knocking at the South entry, a 1652 Brome Eng. Moor 
u. ii, Her 's a letter thrown into the entry. 1727 Swift 
Descr. Morning , Prepar’d to scrub the entry and the stairs. 
x8a6 T. J. Wharton in Pa. Hist. Soc. Mem. I. 156 He tells 
truly who signed that paper in the entry or porch. 

Jig. 1340 Hampole Pr. Consc. 1763 pat es entre and way 
..Til lyf or ded. c 1386 Chaucer Melibeus T 73 Werre at 
his bygynnyng hath so greet an entre and so large, that 
every wight may entre. a 2450 Knt.de la Tour 14 Humilite 
is the furst entre and wey of frenship. 1570 Billingsley 
Eitclid xi. Introd. 3x2 The first booke was a ground, and 
a necessarye entrye to all the rest following. 1855 O. W. 
Holmes Poems 191 Gone, like tenants that quit without 
warning, Down the back entry of time. 

^ A sense * innermost part, sanctuary’ has been 
erroneously inferred from the following passage, 
in which Chaucer confuses L. adytum with adi/us . 

41374 Chaucer Boeth . it. i. 30 Sentences, .drawen oute of 
myne entre, pat is to seyne out of myn informacioun. 

b. transf A passage between houses, whether 
or not leading to an open space beyond ; an alley. 
Now only dial, f Also, an avenue, approach to 
a house (obs.). 

cx 400 Destr. Troy 1600 All maister men pat on molde 
dwellis, Onestly enabit in entris aboute. 1632 Heywood 
2 nd Pt. Iron Age-lit. Wks. 1874 III. 391 Through many a 
corner and_ blind entries mouth, a 1639 W. Whately Proto- 
types 1. xxi. -1640) 260 A dark entrie leading to the glorious 
palace of glory. 1694 Phillips Life Milton xx, A pretty 
Garden House.. at the end of an Entry. 1792 Wolcott 
(P. Pindar) Odes Kien Long Wks. 1812 III. 155 The souls 
of many Kings are vulgar Entries. .A long, dark, dangerous, 
dreary Way, past finding. 1866 R. Chambers Ess. Ser. 1. 
129 A chimney-sweep, .has been established for years in one 
of the murky entries. Mod. The entrance to these houses 
[in Birmingham] is not in the front which faces the street, 
but in the ‘ entry ’ [/. passage common to two adjoining 
houses]. 

c. Hunting. (See quots.) 

1630 J. Taylor (Water P.) Wks. L '93/1 For what Necro- 
manticke spells are, Rut, Vault, Slot, Pores, and Entryes. 

S zy Bradley Pam. Diet. s.v. Hart y Let him draw into 
ivert as he passes observing the size of entries. 1774 
Goldsm. Nat. Hist. (2862) I. 11. v. 325 When a deer has 
assed into a thicket, leaving marks whereby his bulk may 
e guessed, it is called an entry, 

d. Mining. (See quot.) 

x88x Raymond Mining Gloss., Entry , an adit. Applied 
to the main gangway in some coal mines, 
f 8 . A room or house into which one enters to 
lodge ; a lodging, hostel. Obs. exc. Hist. 

1544 Late ExJ. Scotl. in Arb. Garner I. 125 Upon the 
approachment of the men to their entries. 1852 Sir W. 
Hamilton Discuss. 412 All scholars should be members of 
some College, Hall or Entry. 1864 Burton Scot Abr, I. 
v. 258 Officers of the collegiate institutions — colleges, halls, 
inns, and entries. 

9. The action of entering or registering some- 
thing in a list, record, account-book, etc. Also 
cmcr. a statement, etc. entered upon a record ; 
an ‘ item ’ in a list or an account-book. 

1553 Grimalde Cicero's Offices 111. (1558) 163 The enterics 
and ponnishments of the censors declare as much. 1562 
Act 5 Eliz: c. X2 § 6 The said Clerk, .shall register, .a brief 
Declaration or Entry of the said Licence, a 1626 Bacon 
New Ail, (J.), A notary made an entry of this act. xyx a 
Arbuthnot John Bull 15 Fees for. .examinations, filings of 
writs, entries, etc. 1802 Mar. Edgeworth Moral T. (1816) 
I. xix. 154 The sailor, .appealed, .to the entry in the books. 
1849 Stovel Canne's Necess. Introd. 11 The following en- 
tries, copied from the Lords’ Journal, .determine the date. 
1863 Mary Howitt tr. F. Bremer's Greece I. viii. 259 
Making an entry in my diary, of the daily occurrences. 

b. Double Entry : the method of bookkeeping 
in which every item entered to, the credit of one 
account in the ledger is entered to the debit of 
another, and vice versa . Single Entry : the 


method in which each transaction, (as a general 
rule) is entered only in one account. 

1741 Mair Book-keeping Methodiz'd (ed. 2) 14, Italian 
Book-keeping is said to be a Method of Keeping Accompts 
by double Entry because, etc. 1883 Cariss Book-keeping 3 
Book-keeping by Double Entry, .was devised centuries ago 
and has since become, .generally adopted. “ 5 

e. The list of names of the competitors (for 
a race, etc.\ 

1885 Truth 28 May 854/1 The entry for the Royal Hunt 
Cup is smaller than usual. 

d. The entering at the custom-house of the 
nature and quantity of goods in a ship’s cargo. 
Bill of entry : see quot. 1809 . Port of entry : the 
port at which imported goods are entered. 

1692 in Pieton L'pool Munic.Rec. (1883 I.300 Ify entrey 
be right. 1725 Lond. Gaz. No. 5311/3 Keeper of the Books 
of Entry of all Ships coming into the Port of London. 1796 
Burke Regie. Peace Wks. VIII, 385 The increase on the 
face of our entries is immense during the four years of war. 
1809 R. Langford Introd. Trade 130 Bill of entry, a note 
specifying goods entered at the custom house. 

10. attrib. and Comb., as entry -book, - clerk , 
-door, -end, -mat, -money, -mouth, -f egs, -winning. 

1678 Trial Ireland, etc. 47 As appears by their *Entry- 
Books.^ 1880 Quart. Rev., No. 297. 12 Lord Bolingbroke, 
There is no trace of his residence to be found in the entry- 
books of the Dean. 1751 Phil. Trans. XLVII. xlii. 280 An 
*entry-clerk in the court of Chancery. 1526 Tindale Acts 
xii. 13 Peter knocked at the *entry dore. a 1804 J, Mather 
Songs ^Sheffield 1862! 88 Who tell their fond tales at an 
*entry end. 1855 Whitby Gloss., ‘The *entry mat’, the 
street door mat. 1864 A. M c Kay Hist. Kilmarnock 210 
Each member to pay the usual *entry-money. x88o Antrim 
<$* Down Gloss., * Entry mouth, sb., the end of an entry 
or lane, where it opens upon a street. 1865 Gay wort hys II. 
169 The two women lifted thin gingham bonnets from the 
‘^entry-pegs. 1472 Hist. Arriv. Edw. IV. <Camd. Soc.) 6 
At the first. *Entrie- winning of his right to the Royme and 
Crowne of England. 

Entuite, var. of Entwit(e. 

Entirne, sb. Obs. rare-- 1 , [f. next verb.] 
Tune; song; melody, music. 

c 1369 Chaucer Dethe Blaunche 309 So mery a sowne, so 
swete entunes. 

f Entirne, V. Obs. Also 5 en-, intewne. 
[var. of Entone, Intone, a. OF. entone-r, - onne-r 
*= Pr. and Sp. entonar :—late L. intondre , f. in- 
(see In-) + toii-us Tone : see Tune.] 

1. trans. To sing, chant, intone. Also absol. 

c 1374 Chaucer Troylus iv. Proem 4 And can to fobs so 
her song entune. 2450 1530 Myrr. our Ladye 300 Cristen 
peple intewne praysynges to the vyrgyn marye. 1483 Cax- 
ton Gold. Leg. 253/2 Alle they that were comen with Jhesu 
Cryste entewned swetely. 1627 Hakewill Apol. iv. x. § 2 
(1630) 429 Hymness and sonnets . . entuned in a solemne 
and mournful! note. 

2. To bring (a voice or instrument) into tune. 

a 1500 Flower <$• Leaf xxvi, The company answered all. 
With voices sweet entuned, & so small. 1523 Skelton 
Garl, Laurel 276 Whose hevenly armony was so passing 
sure, So duly entunyd with every measure. 1530 Palsgr. 
538/2, I entune, I set an instrument in tune or a companye 
of syngars. . .Have you entuned these organ es? 

Enturf: see En - preff 1 b. 

Enturret (entxrret), v. rare. [f. En- 1 -*- Tur- 
ret.] trans. To surround with towers. 

x866 J. Rose tr. Ovid's Fasti iv. 246 Did she [the goddess] 
enturret first a Phrygian town ? 

Entwine, intwine (en-, intwsrn), v. [f. 
En- 1 , In- + Twine vi] 

1. trans.* To twine or twist together; to plait, 
interlace, interweave. 

_ x6x6 W. Browne Brit. Past, il iii. Intwine . . the flesh- 
like Columbine With Pinckes. 1667. Milton P, L. iv. 174 
But further way found none, so, thick entwin’d, As one 
continu'd, brake. 17x2 .Budgell Sped. No. 425 p 3 The 
Graces with their Arms intwined within one another. 1772 
Sir W. Jones Poems, Solima, Where bloom intwin’d the 
lily, pink, and rose. 1801 Southey Tkalaba iii. xviii. 
Patiently the Old Man Entwines the strong palm-fibres. 
1807 Crabbe Par. Reg. 11. 281 Entwine their withered arms 
'gainst wind and weather. 

b. i?iir. for refl. 

1663 Bp. Patrick Parab. Pilgr. xiii. (1668) 92 There 
they entwine in the dearest embraces, a 1771 Stanzas in 
P. Fletcher* s Pise. Eel. (1771) iii. st. 15 note. Fly and entwine 
amid those locks of gold. 1849 S. R. Maitland Illustr. and 
Enquiries I. 76 Two serpents, who rear up and entwine in 
the light of a candle stick. 

c. To form by twining ; to weave. 

<3:1700 Dryden (J.), The vest and veil divine, Which 
wand' ring foliage ana rich flow’rs intwine, a 1743 Savage 
Valentine's Day Wks. 1777 II. 218 For him may Love the 
myrtle wreath entwine. 

d- fig- 

1597 Hooker Eccl. Pol. v. 1, This opinion, though false, 
yet entwined with a true. 1613 Donne Epith. Ct. Pala- 
tine ty Lady Elh., You two have one way left yourselves 
t’entwine Besides this bishop’s knot. 1684 Charnock 
Attrib. God (1834) I. 10 It [the belief of a God] is so en- 
twined with reason. 1829 I. Taylor Enthus. x. (1867) 287 
The [Christian] doctrine is entwined with the [English] 
language. x868 Stanley Westm. Ab. Pref. it The murder 
of Becket . . was inseparably entwined with the whole struc- 
ture of the building. 

2. To wreathe or encircle (an object) with 
(another) ; to wreathe (the one) about, round (the 
other). Also intr. iox refl. 

1796 Morse Amer. Geog. II. 625 They entwine their 
bodies with the entrails of cattle. 1809 W. Irving Knickerb. 
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{1861) 182 No more entwines with flowers his shining sword. 
1845 Darwin Voy. Nat. vii. (18^9* 137 Trees intwined with 
creepers. Ibid. xx. (1873) 454 The pepper- vine in twining 
round its trunk. _ 1874 Boutell Arms # Arm. iv. 61 A 
vine branch entwined about a rod or staff, 

b. fig. 

1835 Browning Paracelsus 132 Tangle and entwine man- 
kind with error. 1843 Neale Hymns fir Sick 31 In earthly 
joys entwined, I had forgot The things above. 1848 tr. 
Mariotti's Italy II. iii. 75 Schiller entwined himself round 
the heart. 1874 Sayce Compar. Philol. viii, 317 Similarity 
of name or local celebrity may cause a myth to entwine 
itself about some personage or event of actual history, 

3. To clasp as a twining plant ; to enfold, em- 
brace. Also fig . 

*633 P._ Fletcher Purple I si. n. xxxv, Divided flames, 
the iron sides entwining. 1633 G. Herbert Temple, Afflic- 
tion ii, Thy glorious houshold-stuffe did me entwine. 1667 
Milton P. L. x. 512 His Armes clung to his Ribs, his Leggs 
entwining Each other. #1803 Beattie Poems , Hares 94 
The flowering thorn . .The hade’s stubborn stem entwin’d, 
1833 Tennyson Miller's Date, xxix, True wife, Round my 
true heart thine arms entwine. 1878 Masque Poets 36 Let 
my arm your waist entwine. 

Hence Entwrnement, the action of entwining ; 
the state of being entwined; also concr. En- 
twining vbl. sb., the action of the verb Entwine. 
Entwining ppl. a., that entwines. 

a 1670 IIackett A bp. Williams 1. (1692^ 81 That it might 
be like a mixture of roses and wood-binds in a sweet en- 
twinement. 1834 Sir F. B. Head Bubbles Brunuen 307 No 
foot tore asunder the entwinement. 1674 N. Fairfax Bulk 
<§* Selv. 193 The unthinkable care and forecast in all its [the 
world's] evennesses and entwinings. 1738 Glover Leonidas 
in. 222 Among the intwining branches of the groves. 1821 
Shelley Prowet h. Unb.i. 148 , 1 feel Faint like one mingled 
in entwining love. 

Entwist, intwist (en-, in,twi*st), v. [f. En-* 
+ Twist v.J tram. a. To clasp with a twist, 
b. To form into a twist, e. To twist in with. 

a* 159° Shaks. Mids. N. iv. i. 48 So doth the woodbine, 
the sweet Honisuckle, Gently entwist. 1683 A. Snare A nat. 
Horse 1. x. f 1686 1 20 They [the guts] are gathered up and 
entwisted in the folds of the Mesentery. 1705 Philips 
Blenheim 249 (Jod.) Th’ unweeting prey Entwisted roars. 
1750 Johnson Rambler No. 68 V 5 Very few . . have their 
thread of life entwisted with the chain of causes on which 
armies or nations are suspended. 1769 Mrs. Montagu 
Lett. II. 1 14 Though the single thread will not bear hand- 
ling, yet twisted, and entwisted . . it is hard to be broken. 
1837 New Monthly Mag. XLIX. 399 Some had a maze of 
horsehair, .entwisted round their polls. 

| 3 . 1649 Roberts. Clovis Bibl. iii. 63 Intwisted or woven 
together like a curious silken web. X711 J. Greenwood 
Eng. Gram. 282 When a twister a-twisting, will twist him 
a twist, For the twisting of his twist, he three twines doth 
intwist. 1805 Southey Modoc 11. xii, His untrimm’d hair, a 
long and loathsome mass, With cotton cords intwisted. 1864 
N eale Seaton. Poems 111 The endless lines Intwisted, 
and enlinked. 

Hence Untwisted ppl. a. 

a 1800 Cowper & Hayley tr. A ndreinPs Adam iv. i. The 
fatal sound of these entwisted pipes. <2x813 A. Wilson 
Ep. C. Orr Poet. Wks. (1846) 170 His noontide walks, his 
vine entwisted bowers. 1855 Singleton Virgil II. 38 A 
pliant collar of entwisted gold. 

fEntwi*t(e, V. Obs. Also 6 entwyte, 
(entuite, intwighi) 7 enthwite. [Altered form 
of Atwite ; cf. Twit.] trans. a. To twit, rebuke, 
reproach (a person). Const, of, with. b. To 
make (a thing) a subject of reproach. 

1543 Udall Erasm. Apoph. 146 Thou doest naught to 
entwite me thus. #1553 — Royster D. 11. iii. (Arb.) 36 
No good turnes entwite, Nor olde sores recite. 1560 
School House for Women 828 in Hazl. E. P. P. IV. 137 
In case they doo you but one benefit They wil you ever 
with that one entwit. 1582 N. T. (Rhem.) Matt, xxiii. 29 
note , Christ, -entwyteth them of their malice. 1383 Stany- 
hurst JEneis Ded. (Arb.) 8, I may bee perhaps entwighted 
of more haste then good speede. 1588 Bp. Andrewes Serm. 
10 April (1629) 8 By that word he meanes to enthwite them. 
a 1603 T. Cartwright Confut. Rhem. N. T. (x6i8) 68 He 
doth somewhat bitinglytaxe and entuite the Corinthians. 
*608 [Hieron] Defence II. 42 He entwitteth the suspended 
and deprived ministers with want of learnings. 


Entyer, -e, obs. ff. of Entire. 

Entyr, obs. form of Inter v. 

Entyr- : see Inter-. 

Entyre, obs. form of Entire. 

Entyrement, obs. form of Interment. 

Entyrmes, obs. form of Entremess. 

*t“ Emrbilate, v. Ohs,— 0 [f. L. enubildt- ppl. 
stem of enubilare, f. e out + nubil-us cloudy, f. 
nubes a cloud.] trans. To make clear. 

1736 in Bailey- 1847 in Craig ; and in mod. Diets. 

+ Emrbilous, a. Obs.—° [f. L. e + nubiUus + 
-ous.] Fair, without clouds. 

1736 in Bailey. 1847 in Craig ; and in mod. Diets. 

Enucleate (/nw’klii^t), v. Also 6 enucleat. 
[f. L. enucleat- ppl. stem of enucleare to remove 
the kernel of, f. e out + nucleus kernel. The fig. 
sense, till modern times the exclusive one in Eng., 
was fully developed in Lat.] 

1. fig. To extract the ‘kernel’ from; to bring 
out from disguise ; to lay open, clear, explain. 

1348 Hall Chron. (1809) 407 Thinkyng that he would 
enucleate and open to her all these thinges. 1560 Rolland 
Crt. Venus m. 896 All obscure probleme. .je can. .Enucleat. 
1633 Ailesbury Serm. (1623) 19 We sweat to enucleate the 
mystery. 1774 T, West Antiq . Furness (1805) 37 No in- 


scription . . that can serve to enucleate its original name. 
1787 Schwartz in Phil. Trans. LXXVII. 359 To enucleate 
the family relation of this hitherto unknown vegetable. 
1846 Landor Exam. Shaks. Wks. II. 272 To enucleate 
and bring into light their abstruse wisdom. 1859 Sat. Rev. 
3 Sept. 284/1 Enucleating the sense which underlies a diffi- 
cult construction. 

2 . Surg. To extract (a tumour, etc.) from its 
shell or capsule. Also absol. 

1878 A. Hamilton Nerv. Dis. 196 They are easily enu- 
cleated. 1878 T. Bryant Pract. Surg. I. 115 To remove 
them it is only necessary to divide their capsule and the 
soft parts covering them in and to enucleate. 1887 Brit. 
Med. Jml. 17 Dec. 1359/1 Dr. Keith’s success in enucleating 
uterine tumours. 

Hence Emreleating ppl. a. 

2863 Lowell Bigloiv P. 92 Runick inscriptions . . offer 
peculiar temptations to enucleating sagacity. 

Enucleation (fmz/jkii^Jbn). [as if ad. L. 
*emtcledtidn-em, f. enucleare : see prec. Cf. Fr. 
enucleation .] 

1. The action of enucleating, or getting out the 
‘ kernel 9 of a matter ; unfolding, explanation. 

1650 S. Clarke Eccl. Hist. 1. (1654) 326 To which they 
added an enucleation of hard texts. x 686 Goad Celest. 
Bodies 1. ix. 27, I say therefore, toward the Enucleation of 
the Question, etc. 1796 Pegge Anonym, viu. Ixxxiii. (1809) 
382 Another enucleation of this difficult ecclesiastical term. 
1840 Blackw. Mag. XLVIII. 274 The enucleation of sepa- 
rate parts of that which his ambitious intellect yearned to- 
wards the production of as a whole. 1862 F. Hall Hindu 
Canons of Dramaturgy (1865)9 Its writer rarely propounds 
for scholastic enucleation such an enigma as, etc. 

2 . Surg. 4 The shelling out of a tumour, or a 
structure, or a part, from its capsule or enclosing 
substance’ {Syd. Soc. Lex.). 

1874 Roosa Dis. Ear 107 Sebaceous tumours should be 
removed by enucleation. 1876 J. S. Bristowe Theory # 
Pract. Med. (ed. 2) 53 They . . are . . capable of pretty easy 
enucleation from the tissues in which they are imbedded. 

EnufF, enu^he, obs. ff. Enough. 

Enula campana : see Elecampane. 

1542 Borde Dyetaiy xix , (1870^ 278 The rootes of Enula- 
campana, soden tender. 1634 H. R. Salernes Regim. 141 
17x2 tr. Pomet’s Hist. Drugs I. 52. 

+ Exnrmber, v. Obs. rare. Also 5 enoumbre. 
[a. OF. enombre-r , enumbrer- Pr. enombrar, It. in- 
ombrare L. inumbrdre, f. in in + timbra shadow. 
Cf. Inumbrate.] trans. To put in the shade ; to 
overshadow, shroud. Also refl. 

c 1400 Maundev. (1839) Prol., He wolde of his blessednesse 
enoumbre him in the seyd blessed & gjoriouse Virgin Marie. 
Ibid. xii. 136 God sente his Wysdom in to Erthe and enum- 
bred him in the Virgyne Marie. 

Enumerable, Enumerate, erroneous forms 
(freq. in 17 th c.) of Innumerable, Xnnumerate. 
tEnirmerat e 9 pct.pple. Obs. [ad. L. enurne- 
rdt-us , pa. pple. of enumerare ; see next.] Equi- 
valent to the later Enumerated. 

1646 G. Gillespie Male A udis 3 So many scandals as are 
enumerate in the Ordinance. 1671 True Nonconf 226 All 
these vain Popish Inventions, and Superstitions, enumerate 
in this Covenant. 17x1 C. M. Lett, to Curat 35, I proceed 
now Particularly to consider our Reformers enumerate by 
your author. 

Enumerate (Mz?mer<rit), v. [f. L. enumerat- 
ppl. stem oi enumerat e, f. e out + nwnerdre to 
count, f. numerus Number.] 

1. trans. To count, ascertain the number of; 
more usually, to mention (a number of things or 
persons) separately, as if for the purpose of count- 
ing ; to specify as in a list or catalogue. 

For the primary sen$e ‘ascertain the number oF, see esp. 
Enumerated ppl. a and cf. Enumeration, Enumerator. 

1647 Jeb. Taylor Dissnas. Popery u. i. § xx (R.) If the 
priest pardons no sins but those which are enumerated^ 
X67X J. Webster Metallogr. vii. 113 Again, he enumerateth 
eight sorts of Cachimies that were known unto him. 1744 
Berkeley Sir is § 244 There would be no end of enumerating 
the like cases. 1803 G. S. Faber Cabiri II, 34 Atalanta 
is enumerated, by Apollodorus, among the Argonauts, 
x8x6 J. Smith Panorama Sc. fy Art I. 561 The satellites 
of Jupiter . . are enumerated and distinguished in a regular 
manner. 1836 J. H. Newman Par. Serm. (1837) III. xvii. 
261 St. Paul .. enumerates many of the Ancient Saints. 
<2x856 H. Miller Test. Rocks xi. (1857 1 469 Adolphe Brog- 
niart had enumerated only seventy species of plants. 

f b. with clause as obj. Obs. rare. 

1653 Cromwell Lett. % Sp. 4 July, Enumerating how 
businesses have been transacted from that time. 

2. Gram , To ‘qualify' numerically, rare. 

1876 A. Davidson Hebr. Gram, §48 The other numerals 
are nouns and disagree in gender with the words which they 
enumerate. 

f 3. [? Cf. L. enumerare to pay in full.] ? To 
bestow abundantly. Obs. rare. 

17x7 L. Howel Desiderius (ed. 3) 76 Prayers that he 
would ennumerate his spiritual Gifts to this holy Society. 

Hence Enu merated ppl. a., Emrmerating 
vbl. sb. (in quot. attribl). 

172* Roy. Proclam. 5 Feb. in Lend. Gaz. No. 5928/4 Such 
enumerated Goods. 1767 T. Hutchinson Hist. Prov. Mass. 
i. 4 Contraband and enumerated commodities. X87X Census 
Eng. £ Wales, Prelim. Report 6 The enumerated popula- 
tion of London . .was 3,251,804. 1864 Burton Scot Air. I. 
v. 253 That enumerating function of the Roman officer. 

Enumeration (&i«>mer<?*'j 9 n). ' [a. F. enu- 
meration, ad. L. enumeration-em, n. of action f. 
btutnerdre : ■ see 1 prec.] 


1. The action of ascertaining the number of 
something ; esp. the taking a ; census of population ; 
a census. 1 

1577 tr. BullingeVs Decades (1592) 629 That holy man dicl 
rightly know the enumeration of the sacred Trinitie. x8xb 
in Risdon's Surv. Devon 394 According to the enumeration 
in xSox, the population amounted to 1600 persons. 18x9 
Genii. Mag. 529 He produced an enumeration of the in- 
habitants of the island. 1848 Macaulay Hist. Eng. I. 340 
note. In 1740, the population of Nottingham was found, by 
enumeration, to be just 10,000. 

2. The action of specifying seriatim, as in a list 
or catalogue. 

1551 Gardiner Of The Presence in Sacrament 21 To 
multiply language by enumeracioun of partes. 1581 Lam- 
barde Eiren. iv. xvi. (1588) 576, I shall not need to make 
long enumeration of the sortes of executions, which, etc. 
1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. vi. i. 279 The enumeration 
of Genealogies, and particular accounts of time. 1793 T. 
Beddoes Math % Evid. 34 The definition of a complex term 
consists merely in the enumeration of the simple ideas, for 
which it stands. 1858 Ld. St. Leonards Handy Bk iv Pro- 
perty Law xvin. 136 The enumeration of these circum- 
stances is not to restrict the generality of the enactment. 

b. concr. A catalogue, list. 

_ 1724 Watts Logic 1. ii. § 2 Though they are not all agreed 
in this enumeration of elements. 1772 Junius Lett. Ixviii. 
351 The enumeration includes the several acts cited in this 
paper. 1830 Herschel Stud. Nat. Phil. 135 We should 
possess an enumeration .. of her materials and combinations, 
1875 Jowett Plato Jed. 2) I. 184 In this enumeration the 
greatest good of all is omitted. 

3. JRhet. transl. L. enumeratio : A recapitulation, 
in the peroration, of the heads of an argument. 

1862 in Maunder Set. $ Lit. Treas , ; and in mod. Diets. 

Enumerative (Mi?m£r<?tiv), a. [f. Enumer- 
ate v. + -ive.] That has the function of enu- 
merating ; concerned with enumeration. Const, of. 

1651 Jer. Taylor Holy Dying v. § 3 Being particular 
and enumerative of the variety of evils which nave dis- 
ordered his life. 1848 H. Miller First Impr. vi. (1857) 102 
He [Thomson] rather enumerates than describes. .Now the 
prospect from the hill at Hagley furnished me with the true 
explanation of this enumerative style. 1880 Muirhead tr. 
Gains Insist. Comm, iv, § 47 note. Whether his uelut is to 
be taken as enumerative . . or as merely indicative. 

Enumerator (*hiz/-mer<rit9.i). [as if a. L. 
* enumerator , agent-n. f. enumerare to Enumerate.] 
One who enumerates ; spec, one of the subordinate 
officers employed in taking a census, 

1856 Grote Greece 11. xevi. XII. 492 note. The enumerators 
take account of the slave women and children. x88x Daily 
Nevus 5 Apr. 6/1 The enumerator has to leave from a 
hundred to two hundred schedules and after a few days to 
call for them again. 

EnunciaMe (to-nfiab’l), a. [as if ad. L. 
*muntidbilis, i. emmtidre ; see next.] That ad- 
mits of being enunciated. 

1652 Urquhart JezvelWks. (1834) 198 All the words enun- 
ciable are in it contained. 1824 Coleridge Aids Refl. 
(1848) I. 261 John, .enunciates the fact itself, to the full 
extent in which it is enunciable for the human mind. 

Enunciate (ihzrnji|£it), v. [f. L. enuntidt - 
ppl. stem of enuntidre (incorrectly enunciare ), f. <? 
out + nuntidre to announce, f. nuntius messenger.] 

1. trans. To give definite expression to (a propo- 
sition, principle, theory, etc.) ; ~ Enounce i. 

1623 Cocker am, Enunciate, Jo declare. 1656 tr. Nobbed 
Elem. Philos. (1839) 2 °4 Which also may more briefly be 
enunciated thus, velocity is the quantity of motion deter- 
mined by time and line, a 1691 T. Barlow Rem. 553 
The truths that may be enuntiated concerning him [Plato]. 
1842 Grove Corr. Phys. Forces 2 The theory consequent 
upon new facts, .is generally enunciated by the discoverers 
themselves.^ 1853 Marsden Early Purit. 220 The dogmas 
enunciated in the Lambeth articles. X878 Huxley Physiogr. 
95 The same principle may be enunciated in another form. 

b. Of words : To form, or serve as a statement of. 

1859 Mill Liberty (1865) 20/2 The words which enunciate 
a truth. 

2. To state publicly ; to proclaim. 

1864 Pusey Led . Daniel Pref, 24 Moses enunciated as 
simple, undemonstrated truth, * In the beginning God created 
the heaven and the earth’. 1875 Manning Mission If, 
Ghost i. 3 It can therefore never err in enunciating or de- 
claring the revealed knowledge which it possesses. 

3. To titter, pronounce (articulate sounds). Also 
absol. = Enounce 3 . 

1759 HART Vision of Death (R.), Each enunciates with 'a 
human tone. 1791 Boswell Johnson an. 1744 note. Not .. 
marked by any peculiar emphasis, but only . . distinctly 
enunciated. 1873 Browning i?<rcf Catt. Nt.-Caf 223 How 
distinct enunciating, how Plain dealing 1 

Hence Enunciated ppl. a. 

1664 H. More Myst. Iniq. 534 That Incongruity betwixt 
enunciated Falsity and the Minde and Things has no moral 
evil in it. 18x7 H. T. Colebrooke A Igebra 266 Putting 
the enunciated ' divisor , sixteen. : 1835 Whewell in Tod- ■ 
hunter A cc. ofWhewelfs Writings (1876) II. 213 A dis- 
tinction or resemblance in enunciated principle. 1 

Enunciation (fmmji^jbn). [ad. L. enun- 
tiatidn-em, n. of action f. Emmtidre : see prec. 
Cf. Fr. enonciation .] The action of enuntiating., 

1. The action of giving definite expression to (a 
law, principle, etc.). 

1808 Med. Jml. XIX. 482 Enunciation of the Principle, 
and Observations respecting it. 1830 Herschel Stud. Nat. 
Phil. 95. The. most extensive and general enunciation of the 
laws of nature. 1873 J. Cooke New Ghent. 13 This word 
. . selected by Avogadro in the enunciation of his law. 


EHimCIATIVE. 

fb. cotter. A proposition, statement. Obs. 

1628 T. Spencer Logick 222 A compound axiome, is but 
one proposition, or enuntiation, as Aristotle calls it. 1637 
Gillespie Eng. Pop. Cerent, iv, vii. 32 Christ . . used no 
prayer in the distribution, but that demonstrative enuncia- 
tion, This is my body. 1717 S. Clarke Mr. Leibnitz’s 5 tk 
Paper (R.), Every intelligible enunciation must be either 
true or false. 1765 Warburton Div. Legat . led. 4 vi. § 4 
V. 194 note And verifies the enunciation of the gospel. 

e. Math. The form of words in which a pro- 
position is stated. 

1793 T. Beddoes Math, Evid. 50 The enunciation of 
proposition the 29th. 1885 Leudesdorf Cremona’s Pro/. 
Geom . 99 These are precisely the two directly equal pencils 
mentioned in the enunciation. 

2 . fa. ? Verbal expression (quot. 1551). b. The 
action of declaring or asserting (a fact, doctrine, 
etc.) ; formal declaration or assertion. 

1553c Gardiner Of The Presence in Sacrament 41 a, 
The callyng of bread by enunciation, for a name is not 
material. 1651 Jer. Taylor Clerus Dam. (R.), By way of 
interpretation and enunciation, as an ambassador. 1827 
Benti-iam Ration. Evid. Wks, 1843 VII. 81 The proposition 
in question .. is not, properly speaking, the enunciation of 
a matter of fact. 1844 Lever T. Burke xviii, He never 
missed an opportunity for the enunciation of such doctrines. 

8. The uttering or pronouncing of articulate 
sounds ; manner of utterance. 

*750 Chesterf. Lett. 9 July (1870) 179 Remember of what 
importance Demosthenes and one of the Gracchi, thought 
Enunciation. 1812 Examiner 9 Nov. 716/1 His enuncia- 
tion is perfectly articulate. 1879 Froude Caesar xl 129 He 
mocked at his bad enunciation and had grammar. 

Euimciative lih2?*njii<?tiv). [ad. L. emm- 
tiatm-us, f. enuntiare : see Enunciate,] 

1 . That serves to enunciate; predicative; decla- 
ratory. Const, of. 

153* Elyot Gov. iii. xxv, Yet be their warkes compacte in 
fourme of narrations whiche by oratours be called enuncia- 
tiue. c 1555 Harpsfield Divorce Ben. VIII (1878) 219 
These enunciative words do not prove them man and wife. 
1628 T. Spencer Logick 1 60 An enuntiatiue speech is either 
simple, or compounded of those that be simple. 1654 Jer. 
Taylor Real Pres. 74 And if these words., be exegetical, 
and enunciative of the change that is made by prayers and 
other mystical words. 1726 Ayliffe Parerg. 306 In respect 
of the dispositive Words of an Instrument, and not in regard 
of the Enunciative Terms thereof. 1816 Bentham Chrestom. 
4 j The simply enuntiative parts of the propositions will 
serve by themselves. 1862 F. Hall Hindu Philos. Syst. 284 
The words are. .more directly enunciative of the doctrine. 

+ b. Gram. (See quot.) Ohs. 
c 1620 A. Hume Brit. Tongue '1865) 33 'Hie conjunction 
enunciative copies the partes of a period. .The ratiocinate 
couples the parts of a ratiocination. 

fc. Of a command : Explicit, express. Ohs. 

1664 H. More Synopsis Proph. 534 His absolute and enun- 
ciative command. 

J 2 . Of the nature of outward expression. Ohs. 
1655-60 Stanley Hist. Philos . (1701) 480/1 As to Enuncia- 
tive discourse, .there are some Dogmatists who condemn it 
..whence they kept silence. . 1656 Jeanes Mixt. Schol. 
Div. 63 Here by the word is understood, not the word 
enunciative [L. prolativum], the word written or preach't, 

• But the Word substantiall : And the word was God. 

3 . Pertaining to vocal utterance or elocution. 

1831 Eraser's Mag. HI. 485 Time had palsied your 

strength and weakened your enunciative powers. 1850 
Ibid.yOLl. 449 He gave scope to the extraordinary enuncia- 
tive powers of Bannister. 

Hence Enu*nciatively adv., in an enunciative 
manner ; declaratively. 

1637 G1LLESPIE Eng. Pop. Cerem. iv. vii. 32 It is not a 
thing indifferent, to omit the repetition of those words, This 
is my body, enunciatively and demonstratively. 

Euunciator (zWnJV-taj:). [a. L. enuntiator , 
f. enuntiare : see Enunciate.] One who or that 
which enunciates. 

1809-12 Mar. Edgeworth Ennui xv, The news, of which 
she was the first, and not very intelligible enunciator. 1863 
Huxley Man’s Place Nat. 11. 85 As for the second [proposi- 
tion], one can only admire the surpassing courage of its 
enunciator. 1870 Psalms Chronologically Arranged 113 
The Prophets .. were acknowledged as the enunciators of 
God’s present purpose. 

b. A self-acting telegraphic signal. 

1889 Pall Mall. G. 21 Jan. 6/3 An electric enunciator in 
,the box-office which will register the numbers, etc. 

t Enirnciatory, a. Ohs. fare. [f. L. enuntiat- 
(see Enunciate) + -ory.] - Enunciative. 

a 1693 Urquh art Rabelais m. xxxviii. 317 Predicable and 
enunciatory fool. 

Enunction, var. of Inunction, Ohs. 
Enunciation, obs. form of Inundation. 
i Enivny, v. Ohs. [ad. late L. inuni-re , f. in in 
+ iini-re to unite, f. units one.] trans. To unite. 
1542 Becon Christmas Banquet Works 1560 I. xxvii. b. 
Repentance without faith auaileth nothing, hut enunied and 
joined with faith is a singuler and high treasure. Ibid. Ex- 
cept by fayth they be enunied and joined together. 

Enure (eniibu), v. [f. En- 1 +- Ure, a. OF. 
oeuvre operation ; cf. pottre , Poor, a. OF. povre] 
An_ earlier form of Inure, by which it is now superseded 
exc. in the legal sense 3 below, 
fl . trans. To put into operation or exercise ; 
to carry into act ; to commit (a crime). Obs. 

1580 Spenser Let. G. Harvey Wks. (Globe) App. ii. 709/1 
I also enure my penne sometime in that kinde. 1596 — F. Q. 

. iv. ii. 29 Ne certes can that friendship long endure. .That 

• doth ill cause or evill end enure. Ibid. v. ix. 39 Many 
haynous crymes by her enured, a 31599 — Epigr. Wks. 
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(Globe) 587/2 But he, soone after, fresh againe enured His 
former cruelty, a x6xa Harrington Epigr. pi. 1x633) 101 
T enure on vertuous wives such wrong suspitions. 

2 . Of persons : To bring by use, habit, or con- 
tinual exercise to a certain condition or state of 
mind, to the endurance of a certain condition, to 
the following of a certain kind of life, etc. Const. 
to with sb. or inf ; in early use also with. Now 
only in form Inure, q. v. 

1489 Caxton Faytes of A . u xlv. 38 To enure hem self so 
to peyne and trauayll. 1509 Fisher 7 Penit. Ps. Wks. 16 
They shall be enured with contynuall hatred. 1561 T. 
Norton Calvin's Inst. 1. 31 That by litle .and litle they 
may he enured with that profitable maner of speach. 1577 
tr. Bullinger's Decades ( 15923 106 Wee must.. enure our 
selues to chastise them [children], if they delight to lie. 1645 
Ussher Body Div. (1647) 334 Yet, as a Master of defence, 
enureth us to the conflict, by contending with us. 1675 
Hobbes Odyssey 1 1677) 55 Henceforth his people let no king 
enure To gentle government. 17x3 Addison Cato n. i, 
Troops enured to toil. x8x8 Jas. Mill Brit. India I. n. vi. 
202 He . . enured these sentient creatures to pleasure and 
pain, cold and heat. 1837 Whittock Bk. Trades (1842; 350 
To enure youths to habits of industry. 

3 . intr. Chiefly Law. To come into operation ; 
to take place, have effect; to be available; to 
be applied (to the use or benefit of a person). 
Const, to or simply . 

1607 Cowel Interpr Enure signifieth to take place or 
effect, to be avaylable. 1642 Perkins Prof. Bk. i. § 69. 32 
This grant shall not enure to such intent to determine the 
seignorie but shall enure by way of covenant. 1677 Yarran- 
ton Eng. Improv. 183 That all the Benefit of the said River 
Sharweil. .shall be and enure to the several Companies 
named in this Act. 1765 Blackstone Comm. I. 401 Else 
the dignity enures only to the grantee for life. 1875 Poste 
Gains 11. § 88 It enures exclusively to the bonitary pro- 
prietor. x888 Bryce Amer. Coimrvw. I. 84 The suspension 
enures to the benefit of the President, who becomes a sort 
of dictator. 

b. trans. To make available ; to hand over. 

1736 Carte Ormonde II. 205 To enure to any person or 
persons, .any estate sold or disposed of. 

Hence *j* Emirement, Obs., use ; practice, f En* 
wrer, Obs., one who practises or puts into opera- 
tion. Emrrnig‘ vhl. sh. 

16x1 Cotg r . Exercice, exercise ; enurement,use, practise ; 
action, execution. 1556 J. Heywoo o Spider FI. xxvii. 
243 As lawles enurers, Of verdites false or foolish. 1606 G. 
W[oodcocke] tr. Hist. Justin e 55 a, So . . did . . the customary 
envring to the discipline of warre giue him bouldnes to put 
them to death. 

Enurn, obs. variant of Inurn. 

Enurny (ensHrai), a. Her. Also enurney. 
[a. AF. enorne, enourni, altered form of OF. 
aourni adorned : see Anorn, Enorn.] Of a bor- 
dure: Charged with beasts. By some writers 
improperly used as sb. for a charge of this kind 
upon a bordure. 

X562 Leigh Armorie (1597) hi The fourth [bordure] is 
called Enurney, that is, when it is occupied with any beast. 
2610 Guillim Heraldry 1. v. (1660) 29 This term Enurny is 
proper to all bordures charged with any beasts. 1727 
Bradley Fam. Diet., Enurny, the Heralds Term for a 
Bordure of a Coat of Arms, being charged with any kind of 
Beasts. 1847 Gloss. Brit. Her. s. v. Bordure of England 
63 Some would say enurney of lions, or charged with an 
enurney of Hons. 

Enus, -ys, var. forms of Enes adv. Obs. once. 
Envade : j?ee Invade. 

t Enva hisske, v. Obs. Also 5 envaysske, 
envahysshe. [ad. Fr. envahiss - lengthened stem 
of envahir \ see Envaye v,] trans. To attack. 
Also absol. Hence Enva'hisshing ppl, a. 

1489 Caxton Faytes of A. x. ii. 30 To enuahisshe leping 
vpon his enemyes. Ibid. n. xxxv. 148 Thus is the fortresse 
enuaysshed. c 1500 Melusine xyj We dide yssue yesterday, 
and enuahysshed our enmyes. 

Envapour: see Ex- pref L 1 a. 

+ Enva’SSaX, v. Obs. Also 7 envassaile, 
-all, in vassal, -el. [f. En- 1 + Vassal.] trans. 
To reduce to the condition of a vassal ; to reduce 
to servitude or subjection ; to make subservient to. 
Also fig. 

1605 Daniel Queen's Arcadia Wks. (1717) 165 That in- 
tolerable Misery, Whereto Affection now invassels me. 
1609 Bp. Barlow Answ. Nameless Cath. 60 Awing our 
Princes, enuassaling our Prelates. 1647 Cudworth Servt. 
1 John ii. 3-4 (1676) 57 Many of us., have our minds, .en- 
vassalled to Riches, Gain, Profit. 1660 Fuller Mixt 
Contempl. (1841) 194 They would have seized on our persons 
too, and have envassalled us for ever unto them. 

Hence Enva*ssalled ppl. a., Enva - ssaling vhl. 
sh. 

1609 Bp. Barlow A ns 7 v. Nameless Cath. 25 Yeelded vnto 
by timorous Princes, ambitious and tumultuous Prelates, en- 
uassalled Parasites. 1642 Vind. Pari, in Hart. Misc. 
(Malh.) V. 275 For the strength and safety, and not in- 
flaming or invassaling of his subjects and people. 

t Enva-ssalage. Obs. rare. Also 8 in-, [f. 
prec. + -age.] a. The state of being reduced 
to vassalage, b. The action of reducing to vas- 
salage. 

1646 Sir J. Temple Irish Rebell. Pref. 6 They speak as if 
their oppressions might be paralelled with the Israelitish 
envassalage in the Land of Egypt. 1652 Peyton Catastr, 
Ho. Stuarts 90 By that derivation they . . augmented the 
power of invassalage. 


EHVELOP. 

f Enva'ult, V- Obs . Also 6 envawte. [£ 

En- * r Vault j^.] 

1 . trans. To arch over, cover the arched roof of. 

1523 Skelton Garl. Laurel (Dyce) 477 Enuawtyd with 

rubies the vawte was of this place. 

2 . To entomb. 

a 2745 Swift A Conclusion, I wonder, good man, that you 
are not envaulted ; Prithee, go and be dead, and be doubly 
exalted. 

1 Bnva*y(e, sb. Obs. Also 5 envahye. [a. 
OF. envahie, envaye, f. envahir \ see next.] An 
attack. 

c 1450 Merlin xx. 318 We shull. .cbastice hem at this 
enuay. c 1500 Melusine 201 His peuple . . made a fyers 
enuahye vpon the poyteuyns. 

t Envaye, v. Obs. Also 5 envahye, en- 
vayhe. [ad. Fr. envahi-r — Pr. envair, Sp. en- 
vadir late L. *invadire, L. invadere : see In- 
vade, Envarisshe.J trans. To attack. 

1475 Caxton Jason 28 For to go with him for to enuahye 
and fighte with their enemyes. 1483 — Gold, Leg. 74/4 The 
chaldeys. .haue enuayhed thy camels and taken them. 
Envaysshe : see Envahisshe. 

Envecked, -ee, obs. ff. Invecked, -ee. Her. 
Enveigh, etc., Enveigle : see In-. 

Enveil (env^-1), v. Also 6 enveile, envele. 
[f. En- » + Veil sb. Cf. OF. envoiler .] tram. 
To cover with a veil, place a veil upon (e.g. a 
woman when received into a religious order). 
Also trans f and fig. to shroud as with a veil. 

1555 Fardle Facions Pref. 16 Hauyng thus with his sub- 
tilties enueiled our mindes. Ibid. 11. xii. 268 The Bisshoppe 
was giuen authoritie to enueile virgines, and to hallow 
them. 1837 Foreign Q. Rev. XIX. 305 Kerner again has 
taken up the whole black mantle of Novalis, and enveiled 
himself with it. 1850 Blackie fEsckylus II. 170 When 
dark night enveils the welkin. 

t EnveTeny, V. Obs. rare- 1 , [ad. It. invele- 
nire, f. in in + veleno : — L. venenum poison.] 
trans . To envenom, to poison. 

C1534 tr. Pol. Verg. Eng. Hist. (1844) I. 249 A man. .en- 
veleyed [? envelenyed] with the delicius poyson of ease. 

Envelop (enve'bp), v. Forms : a. 4-5 en- 
volups' n, -ipe(n, 7-8 envellop, 6- enveXop(e. 

0 . 6 involup, 7-8 invellop(e, 6 8 invelop(e. 
fa. OF. envolupe-r, enveloper (mod. envclopper ) =* 
Pr. envolupar, envelopar , f. en - (see En- 1 ) + *vo!up-, 
*velop cogn. with It. viltippo bundle, whence 
inviluppare to envelope. Cf. Develop, Volupere. 

The Romanic base volup -, vilup- is of obscure origin; 
some regard it as Teut., comparing ME. wlappen to Lap, 
wrap, which, however, is not known outside Eng., and is by 
Prof. Skeat regarded as an altered form of wrap. Diez 
suggested that a late L. *volutuare (f. volvere to roll) became 
*volnppdre, but the analogies offered for this phonetic pro- 
cess are unsatisfactory.] 

1 . trans. To wrap up in, or as in, a garment or 
outer covering. Alsoy%; 

X386 Chaucer Pard. T. 614 For he is most envoliped in 
synne. 1406 Hoccleve Misrule 245 If that yee been en- 
volupid in cryme. 2513 Douglas sEneisvu. iii. 67 With 
ane grene branche of tre He did involup and aray hisheid. 
1650 Bulwer Anthropo?net. 93 Eares so large, that they 
invelope their whole bodies with them. 2809 Pinkney 
Trav. France 226 In digging a vault a body was discovered 
enveloped in a long robe. 1875 Lyell Princ. Geol. (ed. 12} 
II. iii. xl. 377 They had been packed up in a box, and enve- 
loped in cotton. 

b. To serve as a wrapping or case for. Also 

fig- „ 

.*595 Shaks. Hen. V, 1. 1. 31 Leauing his body as a Para- 
dise T’inuelop and containe Celestiall Spirits. 1738 Glover 
Leonidas x. (R.), The silken plumes Of sleep envelop his 
extended limbs. 1797 M. Baillie Morb. Anat. (1807) 357 
The cellular membrane, which envelopes the vessels of the 
spermatic chord. 1830 R. Knox tr. Bedard's Anat. 116 
These membranes, .were long confounded, .with the organs 
which they envelope. 1834 M' Murtrie Cuvier's Anim. 
Kingd, 235 Their mantle unites under the body, forming a 
muscular sac which envelopes all the viscera. 1870 H. Mac- 
millan Bible Teach, v iii. 152 His body must be enveloped 
by the earth, as his soul is enveloped by the body, 

2 . To wrap, cover closely on all sides with a 
surrounding medium ( e.g . clouds, darkness, flames, 
an atmosphere, etc.). Const, in, with. Also 
with the surrounding medium as subject. 

1590 Spenser F. Q. ii. xii. 34 Suddenly a grosse fog over- 
spred. .And heavens chearefull face enveloped. X603SHAKS. 
Meas.for M. iv. ii. 77 The best, and wholsomst spirits of 
the night, Inuellop you, good Prouost. 1664 H. More 
Myst. Iniq. 503 Raies of light and glory envelop His Body. 
1675 Cocker Morals 41 Our chearin Sun, our Glory and 
Delight, Are soon inveloped in shades of Night. 1700 
Dryden Fables, Pal. & Arc. 2863 A cloud of smoke envel- 
lops either host. 1762 Dunn in Phil. Trans.lAl. 472 They 
are so invelloped in vapours, as to be undiscernible. 1791 
Cowper Iliad xvn. 716 Jove with storms Enveloped Ida. 
2800 tr. Lagrange’ s C hem. I. 58 The azote which is disen- 
gaged, envelops the carbon. 1847 Illust. Lond. News 
10 July 29/3 Mr. Huntley’s property was enveloped in one 
broad sheet of flame. 1847 L. Hunt Jar Honey ii. (2848) 
25^ One of these cliffs towers to such a height, that its sum- 
mit is for ever enveloped in clouds. 

fig. 1474 Caxton Chesse 109 The thought is enuoluped in 
obscurete. 1670 Cotton Espcrnon 1. 11. 64'JL'he extreme danger 
they saw themselves envellop’d in. 1670 Moral State 
Eng. 137 When we cloud our Reason, and envelope it in 
mists. 1837 Disraeli Venetia n. i. (1872) 105 What mys- 
tery was this that enveloped that great tie? 2846 Sir W. 


ENVELOPE. 

Hamilton Dissert, in Reid's Wks. 752 The peasant em- 
ploys all the principles of abstract philosophy, only inve- 
loped, latent, engaged. 

F 3 . catachr. a. * To line ; to cover on the in- 
side’ (JO- Of a body of men : To surround. 

1590 Spenser F. Q. ii. vii. 4 His yron cote, all overgrowne 
with rust, Was underneath enveloped with gold. 1683 
Temple Mem. Wks. 1731 I.' 388 The Prince of Orange., 
was at first envelop'd by his own flying Men. 

Hence BuveToped ppl. a. ^111 senses of the vb. ; 
in quot fig . ) , enshrouded, darkened. BnveToper, 
one who envelops or wraps up. Enveloping 
vbl. sb., the action of the vb. Envelop ; also concr . 
a wrapping ; an enclosing membrane. 

1607 Walkington Opt. Glasse 11 The inveloped and de- 
formed night of ignorance. 1883 Clodd in Knowl. 15 June 
353/1 The rain-clouds are imprisoned in dungeons or 
caverns by Vritra the ‘ Enveloper 1693 J. Beaumont on 
Burnet's Th . Earth i. 52 The envelopings also with which 
the Infant is encompast, being very thin, 1831 R, Knox 
tr. Cloquet's A nat. 239 The Enveloping -Aponeuroses vary 
much in thejr thickness. 1879 G. Prescott Sp. Telephone 
133 Magnetization .. impressed upon a soft iron rod by the 
action of an enveloping helix. 1882 Vines Sachs' Bot. 702 
Salts, .present in solution in the enveloping strata of water. 

Envelope (envelop, ahv’h?p), sb. Also 8-9 
envelop, [ad. Fr. enveloppe , f. envelopperi see 
Envelop v. 

Walker 1791 records the custom then prevailing of pro- 
nouncing this word like the Fr. enveloppe (anv’lop). In 
sense 2 this pronunciation, or rather some awkward attempt 
at it (an‘vel< 5 > u p, f> , nvel< 3 u p) is still very frequently heard, 
though there is no good reason for giving a foreign sound 
to a word which no one regards as alien, and which has 
been anglicized in spelling for nearly 200 years.) 

1 . That in which anything is enveloped; * a 
wrapper, integument, covering ’ (J.). 

1715 Kersey, Envelope , a cover for anything. 1796 C. 
Burney Mem. of Metastasio m. 142 He has consigned to 
my messenger . . six volumes . . not only without a box, but 
without any kind of envelope, or direction. 1811 Editi. 
Rez>. XVIII. 226 The earth which serves as the envelope of 
the bones [in certain caverns]. 1830 Herschel Stud. Nat. 
Phil. 79 The statue might be conceived encrusted in its 
marble envelope. 1845 Stocqueler Handbk. Brit. India 
(1854) 346 The better class of females . . are covered with an 
immense piece of cloth, .these envelopes are of white cloth. 
1854 Brewster More Worlds ii. 21 The Earth is surrounded 
with an aerial envelope or atmosphere. 1865 Sat. Rev. 
28 Oct. 555 The spirits leave behind them the crass and 
heavy envelope of their earthly tenement. 1873 H. Rogers 
Orig. Bible ii. (ed. 3) 90 The envelope which protects the 
chrysalis. 

fig. 

1741 Warburton Div. Legat. II. 629 Their obvious sense 
that serves only for the envelope. 1797 Godwin Enquirer 

II. xii. 370 Style should be the transparent envelop of our 
thoughts. 1829 I. Taylor Enthus. iv. (1867/ 78 The leading 
intention of both [Antinomianism and Stoicism] is to enclose 
the human mind in a perfect envelop of abstractions. 1865 
Lecky Ration. (1878) 1 . 300 Every dogmatic system, .should 
be regarded as the vehicle or envelope of pure religion. 

2 . spec. The cover of a letter ; now a small sheet 
of paper folded and gummed to serve as a cover 
for a letter. 

a 1714 Burnet Own Time I. (1724) 302 A letter from the 
King of Spain was given to his daughter by the Spanish 
Ambassador, and she tore the envelope, and let it fall. 1726 
Swift To Grub St. Poets, Wks. 1735 II. 368 Lend these to 
Paper-sparing Pope. . No letter with an Envelope Could give 
him more Delight. 1826 J. Neal Bro. Jonathan III. 351 
Our hero was tearing off the envelope. 1839 Sir R. Hill in 
G. B. Hill Life (x88o) I. 346 The little bags called envelopes. 
1874 Burnand My Time xxvii. 250 He quickly opened the 
envelope to see if the enclosed fee was in notes or a cheque. 

3 . In physical science often nsed in general 
sense ; also spec, in Bot. the calyx or the corolla, 
or both taken together; in Astron. the nebulous 
covering of the head of a comet, the coma. 

1830 R. Knox Beclards Anat. 234 The envelopes of the 
muscles, or the enveloping aponeuroses, .furnish, .insertions 
to muscular fibres. 1830 Lindley Nat. Syst. Bot. 99 
Stamens single, without any florah envelope. 1834 Mrs. 
Somerville Conne x, Phys. Sc. xxxvi. (1849) 404 The lumin- 
ous envelope was of a decided yellow. 1851 Carpenter 
Man. Phys. 5x9 A general contraction of the mantle or 
muscular envelope. 1870 Hooker Stud. Flora 14 Papa- 
veraceae , . envelopes ana stamens very caducous. 

4 . Fortification. (See quot.) 

1707 in Glossogr. Angl. Nova. 1715 Kersey, Envelope , 
In fortification, a Work of Earth rais’d either in the Ditch 
of a Place, or beyond it. 1853 Stocqueler Mil. Encycl. f 
Envelope f m fortification, a work of earth, sometimes in 
form of a single parapet, and at others like a small rampart. 

5 . Math. The locus of the ultimate intersections 
of consecutive curves (or surfaces) in a ‘ family ’ 
or system of curves (or surfaces). 

1871 Todhunter Difi, Calc. xxv. (1875) 359 The locus of 
the ultimate intersections of a series of curves is called the 
envelop of the series of curves, 1873 Williamson Diff. 
Calc. xv. 250 The envelope of the system . . is touched by 
every curve of the system. 

Hence E-nvelope, v. colloq. to put (a letter) in 
an envelope. 

1857 He Morgan in Graves Life Sir W. R. Hamilton 

III. (1889) 519 You write letters .. Lady Hamilton finds 
them, envelopes them, puts them before you, etc. 

Envelopment (enve*bpment). [f. Envelope. 
+ -ment ; cf. Fr. enveloppement . ] The action of 
enveloping ; the state of being enveloped, concr. 
That which envelops ; a wrapping, covering. Alsoyig*. 
1763 Tucker Free Will Pref. JR,), It is become difficult 
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to see any sense at all, through their envelopements. 183a 
Carlyle Sart . Res v 11. ii, Reverence . . springs forth un- 
dying from its mean envelopment of Fear. 2842 J. H. New- 
man Ch. of Fathers 34 Various diseases were cured, .by the 
touch of the holy bodies or their envelopments. 1879 Rut- 
ley Stud. Rocks x. x6o Microscopic envelopments of quartz 
have been met with in chabasite. 

t Enve*nom, sb. Obs. In 4 envenyme. [f. 
next vb.] That which envenoms ; a poison. 

1377 Langland P. PL B. 11. 14 Orientales and ewages en- 
uenymes to destroye. 

Envenom (enve-nnm), v. Forms: a. 4-6 en- 
venim, -ym-e, 4-5 envenem(e, -om, 4 envinim, 
5 envemyn, (envemon), 7 envenome, 6- en- 
venom. 0. 6 inveneme, (invennom), 7 in- 
venim, -ome, 7-8 invenom. See also Anvenom. 
[ME. envenime~n, ad. OFr. envenimer , f. en (see 
En- 1 ) + OFr. venim (mod. venin) Venom:— L. 
venen-um poison.] 

+T* trans. To venom (a person, an animal) ; to 
poison by contact, bite, inoculation, etc. Also 
absol. 

c 1300 K. Alis , 56x1 Addres, guiures [printed quinres], and 
dragounsWolden this folk mychel and lyte, Envenvmen and 
abite. 1340 Ayenb. 26 pe eddre pet al enuenymep. c 1400 
Maundev. v. (1839) 54 The serpentes byten hem & envenyme 
hem. c X450 Lonelich Grail \h. 240 Thanne sawh he wel that 
envemyned he was. 1535 More On the Passion Wks. 1274/x 
Being .. so sore envenomed with so mani poison spottes. 
1665-6 Phil. Trans. I. 391 A Toad may envenome out- 
wardly. 1665 Flagellum ; or O. Cromwell (1672) Pref., 
That poyson of Asps under his lips whic h , . will envenome 
even those of the Species that come near it. 1725 Bradley 
Fain. Diet. s.v. Fives. Do not touch them with your 
Fingers, for it will invenom them. 

fig* c *380 Wyclif Set. Wks. III. 272 Weiward disciplis, 
hat envenymyn and distroien holy Chxrche. c 1386 Chau- 
cer Wife's Prol. 474 But age, alias ! that al wol envenyme. 
x6xa W. Parkes Curtaine Dr. (1876) 6 He in-venomes all 
the eares that heare him. 

2 . To put venom or poison on (a weapon, etc.) ; 
to taint (the air, ground, etc.) with poison ; to 
render noxious or poisonous. Cf. Envenomed 
ppl.a. 

c 1325 Coerde L. 4349 Envenymyd ther takyl was. 1393 
Gower Conf. I. 234 An arwe . . Whiche he to-fore had en- 
venimed. ^1450 Lonelich Grail 1 . 603 A knyf. .the wheche 
envemyned was. c 1500 Melusine 161 The king was wounded 
with a dart enuenymed by the sawdans hand. 1555 Eden 
Decades W.. Ind. hi. ix. (Arb.) 177 The women . . vse to in- 
ueneme their arrowes. 1602 Shaks. Ham. v. ii. 332 The 
point envenom’d too, Then venome to thy worke. x6x6 
Surfl. & Markh. Country Farm 291 The Caper-tree in- 
ueniming the whole ground, and making of it barren. 1675 
Traherne Chr. Ethics xxvi. 405 Because the colours are 
envenomed wherewith he painteth his face. 1871 Napheys 
Prev. # Cure Dis. 1. ii. 73 Plants which thus envenom the 
sweet. 

b. To infuse venom or bitterness into (actions, 
relations, etc.) ; to impart bitterness to (the feelings 
or words of a person) ; to embitter, make virulent. 

1533 Bellenden Livy v. (1822) 395 Knaw ye nocht how 
thir wageis war invennomit be poisoun of inemyis. 1568 
Grafton Chron. II. 634 Their wordes were swete as sugar, 
and their thoughtes were all envenomed. 1658 Lady's Call . 
11. § 3. 87 It rather envenoms the crime and adds unnatural- 
ness to deceit. 1859 Mill Liberty iv. 152 Nothing in the 
..practice of Christians does more to envenom the hatred 
of Mahommedans. 1866 Felton Anc. 4* Mod. Gr. II, viii. 
424 The complicated passions that envenomed the strife. 

3 . fig. To impregnate with moral ‘venom*; to 
corrupt, vitiate. 

c 1374 Chaucer Boeth. iv. iii. 120 pe vtteriste wikkednesse 
. .infectij? and enuenemy)? hem gretely. CX400 Rom. Rose 
7474 For men may finde alway sopheme The consequence 
to enveneme. ci 440 Gesta Rom. ii. 7 pe devili had en- 
venemyd all mankynd. X64X Milton Church Discip. 1. (1851) 
19 A universall tetter of impurity had invenom’d every part. 
1705 Stanhope Parapkr. Ill, 433 We will hope . . that no 
Minds so invenom' d can be found. 1883 I. Taylor Fanat. 
iv. 71 The imagination, .envenomed by hatred. 

Enve nomed, ppi- a. [f, prec. + -ed i .] 

1 . + a. Of a reptile, insect, etc. : Charged with 
venom {obs,). b. Of a weapon, etc.: Smeared 
with venom. Of air, food, etc. : Poisoned, tainted, 
c. Of a wound : Infected with venom, poisoned. 

C1300 K. Alis. 5436 Her bytt envenymed was. c 1330 
R. Brunne Chron. (1810) 228 Envenomed knyfe he bare 
also priuely. 1393 Gower Conf. III. 281 As a morcel en- 
venimed. 1577 tr. Bullinger's Decades { 1592) 48 The en- 
uenomed by tinges of the Serpents, c 1590 Marlowe 
Faust, vi. 22 Halters and envenom’d steel Are laid before 
me. 1621 G. Sandys Ovid's Met. iii. 47 Th' inuenom’d 
gore, which from his palate bled. 1667 Milton P. L. ii. 
543 As when Alcides. .felt th'envenom'd robe. 1695 Black- 
more Pr. Arth. vi. 832 Some only breath th’envenom’d 
Air, and die. 1708 J. Philips Cyder n. 63 Happy I erne, 
whose most wholsome Air Poisons envenom'd Spiders, 
1:8x0 Scott Lady ofL. n.xxxiii, Thy dart Plunged deepest 
its envenomed smart. 

2 . fig. Chiefly of temper, feelings, etc.: Viru- 
lent, malignant, embittered. 

c 1375 Wyclif A ntecrist in Todd Three Treat. (1851) 141 
Takyng of temporaltees envenymed. 1647 Clarendon 
Hist. Reb. (1702) I. v. 425 The reiterated complaints, and 
invenom’d repetitions. 1649 Selden Laws Eng. 1. lxix. 
(1739) 180 The invenomed spirits of the Judges of those days. 
1781 Cowper Truth 150 Of temper as envenomed as an asp. 
1821 Shelley Prometh. Unb. 1. i. 289 Till thine Infinity 
shall be A robe of envenomed agony. 1879 Froude Caesar 
xix. 331 They at least had no sympathy with such enve- 
nomed animosities. 


EKVIOIXB. 

f Enve'SlOUier- Obs. rare. In 6 invenomer. 
One who envenoms. 

1598 Florio, Intossicatore, a poisoner, an inuenomer. 

Envemommg, vbl. sb. [f. Envenom v.J The 
action of the verb Envenom. Also concr. 

<? x386 Chaucer Merck. T. 8x6 Thy tayl is deth, thurgh 
thin envenymynge. c X450 Lonelich Grail 1. 607 The ton 
was for the envemynenge, b e toj?er for scharpnesse. . 1627- 
77 Feltham Resolves 1. xxi. 38 The ways he strews with ser- 
pents and invenomings. 

, f Enve ‘liomize, V. Obs. rare ~ 1 . [f. En- 1 4 - 
Venom sb. -t- -izjfi.J trans. To infect with poison. 
In quot. absol. 

1598 Tofte Alba (x88o) 85 Fierce Serpents (not milde 
Doues) enuenomise, 

t Enve'nomous, a. Obs , In 5 envenymous, 
7 invenomous. [ad. OF. etvuenimeusy f. enveni- 
mer to Envenom.] Full of venom ; poisonous. 
lit. and fig. 

a 1420 Hoccleve De Reg.Princ.ix 860) 4918 Her rede and 
counceile is envenymous. X475 Caxton Jason 137 Alway 
machining a right envenymous will. 1597 R* Johnson Seven 
Champions 11. (N.), [The dragon] stroake with her invenom- 
ous wings. 1624 Heywood Gunaik. 1. 41 She cast an in- 
venomous confection into the fountaine. 

Enverdure : see En- prefix 1 b. 
t Enve'rmeil, v. Obs. Also 4 envermail. 
[ad. OF. envermeiller, f. en (see En- 1 ) + vermeil, 
vermeille vermilion - coloured : see Vermeil.] 
trans. To tinge as with vermilion ; to give a ruddy 
colour to. Hence Envermeiled ppl. a., roseate, 
ruddy. 

14. . [? Lydg.] Ball, our Ladie in Chaucer's Wks. (1561) 
cccxxixb, Uinarie enuermailed, refresher of our blood. 
1625-6 Milton Death Fair Infant 1 That lovely dye That 
did thy cheek envermeil. 1822 Beddoes Bride's Tragedy 
iv. iii, How blushes open their envermeiled leaves On her 
fair features. 

Enveron, enverroun, obs. ff. Environ. 
t Enve*rse&, ppL a. Obs. rare- 1 , [ad. OF. 
enverse \ pa. pple. of enverser to overturn.] In- 
verted. 

a 1648 Ld. Herbert Poems (x88x) 5 Her Waist ’s an en- 
vers’d Pyramis. 

fE •nvesure. Obs. rare— 1 , [a. OF. enveisure , 
i.enveisier to divert. Cf. Envoisies.] Game, play. 

c 1300 K. Alis. 5543 Hy lowghen and maden enuesure 
[ printed ennesure]. 

Envest, obs. form of Invest. 

Envey, obs. form of Inveigh. 

Enviable (e-nviabT), a. [f. Envy v. + -able.] 
That is to be envied. 

1602 Carew Cornwall (J.\ An enviable mediocrity of for- 
tune. 1779 Burke Corr. (1844' II. 278 My situation is any- 
thing rather than enviable. x8xa G. Chalmers Dom. Econ. 
Gt. Brit. 293 The foe never sets his foot on this enviable 
island. 1855 Macaulay Hist. Eng. Ill, 3 William was, at 
this time one of the most enviable of human beings. x86o 
Tyndall Gtac. 1. § 27. 196 Unlike the enviable ostrich, I 
cannot shut my eyes to danger when it is near. 

Hence E uviableuess, rare , the quality or con- 
dition of being enviable. E nviably adv., in an 
enviable manner or degree. 

1833 Ht. Martineau Charmed Sea iii. 36 The enviable- 
ness of her calm state of feeling. 1823 j . Badcock Dom. 
Amusem. 140 That enviably brilliant covering. 31855 Ma- 
caulay Hist. Eng. IV. 380 There was scarcely in all Europe 
a residence more enviably situated. 

Envidious, obs. form of Invidious. 

Envied (e-nvid), ppl. a. [f. Envy v. + -ed 1 .] 
That is the object of envy. 

1631 T. May tr. Barclay Mirrour of Jl finde s 1. 187 Hee 
himselfe was glad to haue himselfe saluted, .by noe high or 
envied names, but sometimes plaine William. 1667 Milton 
P. L. n. 244 Our envied Sovran. 1750 Gray Elegy 24 No chil- 
dren. .climo his knees the envied kiss to share. 18x5 Scrib- 
bleomania 59 The envied honours of Parnassus, a X859 
Macaulay Hist. Eng. V. 199 Grandees who had the envied 
privilege of going in coaches and four through the Streets. 

absol. 1685 Gracian’s Courtier's Orac. 151 Enviers 
die as often as they hear the praises of the Envied revive. 
cx8oo K. White Lett. (1837) 263 Yet it often happens that 
the condition of the envier is happier than that of the envied. 
x886 Burton Aral. Nts. 1. 107 It would besitthee to pardon 
me even as the Envied pardoned the Envier. 

Envier (e*nviai). Also 6 enviour, 6-7 en- 
vyer. [f. Envy v. + -er 1 (earlier -our.).] One 
who envies. 

1509 Barclay Shyp ofFolys (1874) I. 8 Gluttons, wasters, 
enuiours, enchan tours. *555 Eden Decades W. Ind. iii. ix. 
(Arb.) 175 These malycious enuyers of other mens trauayles. 
1606 Bacon in Four C. Eng. Lett. 40 You are great, and 
therefore have the more enviers. 1630-88 tr. Camden's 
Hist. Eliz. iv. 603 He was presently censured as an envier 
of the Earl's honour, a 1762 Lady M. W, Montague Let. 
Mrs. Hewet xciL 152 Never bride had fewer enviers, the. . 
man is so. .detestable. *841; D’Israeli Amen. Lit. (1867) 
316 Its opulence was an object it could not conceal from its 
enviers. 1874 Motley Barneveld II. xv. 180 The enviers 
of our peace and tranquillity. 

Envigor, var. Invigour v . Obs. to invigorate. 

+ Envrned, ppl. a. Obs. rare- 1 . In 4 en- 
vyned. [ad. Fr. envinl \ f. en (see En- 1 ) + vin 
wine.] Stored with wine. 

c 1386 Chaucer Prol. 342 A bettre envyned man was no 
wher noon. 

Envineyard : see En- prefix 2. 

Enviour, obs. form of Envier. 
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Envious (e’nvias), a. Forms; 4-6 envyotis(e ) 
5 -ose, (4 eaviose, -vios, -viizs, -vyus, -wius, 
5 enviyris, -vyows, pi. eavyeusis), 4- envious. 
Also 5 invyowse. [a. AF. envious, OF. envious, 
-vius (mod.F. envieux) = Fr. envejos, envies, Cat. 
envejos, Pg. invejoso f Sp. envidicso, It. invidioso 
L. invidiosus, f. invidia Envy.] 

1 , Full of envy, affected or actuated by envy * 
vexed or discontented at the good fortune or quali- 
ties of another. Const, t against , f at, of ‘ t to with 
sb. or inf 

a 1300 Cursor M. 27658 (Cott.) pe enuius man ai lufes he 
leste pam pat he wate er moste hones te. c 1386 Chaucer 
Man cf Lawes T. 267 O Sathan envyous. a 1450 Knt. de 
la Tour {1868) 53 There be other that be envious to see 
other in gretter degre thanne they. 2526 Pilgr. Pref (W. 
de W. 1531) 78 And . . the enuyous man, for to do a dis- 
pleasure to his enneray, wyll suffre rebuke and blame. x6xi 
Bible Prov. xxiv. 19 Neither be thou enuious at the wicked. 
2636 Ariana 328 They thought it envious against their re- 
pose, to have shed so much as a teare for them. 1697 
Bryden Virg. Past . vii. 37 If he blast my Muse with envi- 
ous Praise. 284a Lytton Zationi 28 Our good Loredano is 
envious of my diamond. 2872 Morley Voltaire {1886) 208 
Envious scribes in his life-time taunted him with avarice. 

absol, a 2300 Cursor M. 27706 (Cott.) For pi sais Senec on 
pe envius, Quine, etc. 2340 Ayenb. 28 Vor pe more pet pe 
guodes byepgreate, pe more zorgep pe enuious. 2826 Byron 
Monody Death Sheridan, The envious who but breathe in 
others’ pain. 1846 Ruskin Mod. Paint . I. Pref. (ed. 2) 14 
The envious, because they like not the sound of a living 
man’s praise. 

• 1 * 2 . Full of ill-will ; malicious, spiteful. Obs. 

* Still current dial, in Suffolk ’ (F. Hall). 

1330 R. Brunne(iSio) 180 Crete scathe. .Com tille Kyng 
R» for pat envios sawe, c 1430 Lydg, Charle Byrde (1818) 
ia Hit maketh accorde betwene folk envyous. 1579 Lyly 
Euphues (Arb.) 40 Who more envious than Tymon denounc- 
ing all humaine societie. 2673 Penn Chr. Quaker iv. 531 
Envious Displeasure against an Harmless Suffering People. 
« 1713 Eixwaon A utobiog. (1765) 384 Printed by one of his 
Party with very envious Reflections upon it. 

+ 0. Full of emulation ; emulous. Const, of 
a 1300 Floriz 4 BI. 356 For he is supe couetus And at 
pescheker enuius. a 2450 Knt. de la Tour{ 1868) 150 Thei 
be envyeusis whiehe shatle goo furst up on the oflerande. 
x 594 T. B. La Primaud. Fr. A cad. n. 318 Be enuious of the 
best gifts, x8zi Keats Lamia 217 Lycius Charioting fore- 
most ip the envious race. 

t 4 , Grudging, parsimonious, sparing, exces- 
sively careful. Obs. 

2580 Lyly Euphues (Arb.) 368 Beautie was no niggard of 
hir shppes in this gardein, and very enuious to other grounds. 
Jer. Taylor (W.), No men are so envious of their 

'fS. Calculated to excite ill-will; invidious; 
odious. Obs. 

2635 R. N. tr. Camden* s Hist. Eliz. (ed. 3) 1. 90 Which sect 
began presently to be knowne by the envious name of Puri- 
tans. 1640 Bp. Hall Episc. Ep. Ded. 5 Hath put my pen 
upon this envious, but necessarie taske. 


glory f 


1 spatcht away. 


same t w __ 

2651 Relzq. Woiio?i . 69 A glorious "harvest . . which could not 
but have made an envious addition. 2665 Pefys Diary 
8 Dec. (ed. Bright) III. 327 So envious a place. 

7. Comb., as envious-hearted. 

*®73 E. Wallace Fair God 11. vii. 228 Time was when no 
envious-hearted knave could have made him believe, etc. 
Enviously (emviosli), adv. [f. prec. + -ly K] 
In an envious manner. 

i* a. In a spirit of emulation or rivalry. Obs. 
b. Maliciously, spitefully, grudgingly. 

C2350 Will. Palerne 1129 JBumes he sent Enuiously to 
pemperour & egged him swipe Bi a certayne day bataile 
to a-bide. C2430 Lydg. Story Thebes in Chanced s Wks. 
(2561) . ccclxxv b, They on Greekes enuiously gan to shout. 
1500 Fisher 7 Penit. Ps. xxxviii. n. Wks. 86 All they . .enuy- 
ously haue conspyred the deth of a symple persone. 1602 
Shaks. H am. iv. v. 6 She . . beats her heart, Spumes enuiously 
at Strawes. 2639 Fuller Holy War nr. viii. (1840) 130 The 
cross enviously concealed by the Turks. 1664 H. More 
My st. Iniq. iii. 7 Those Doctrines of Devils, which they en- 
viously and insultingly entangled poor mankind withall. 

EnviOUSneSS (emviosnes). [f. as prec. + 
-NESS.] The quality of being envious, 

*562 T. Norton Calvin's Inst. m. 227 Nor will with en- 
mousnesse against god complayne of his Fortune. 2562 
Turner Baths 1 b. For enuiusnes [the Physicians] wold not 
send the sifc folk . . unto these bathes. 2628 Wither Brit. 
Rememb. m. 941 A spightfull enviousnesse. 2652 Sir A. 
Cockayne tr. Cassandra 1. 62 Courtiers, who, forcing the 
enviousnesse of their nature, lookt upon his fortune with joy 
and applause. 

t E’nviousty. Obs. rare— 1 , [f. as prec. + -ty.1 

*= Enviousness. 

2382 WycufEccIus. xx vi. 6 The dyuyseoun [v. r. envy- 
ouste] of the cite, and the gederyng togidere of the puple. 
t Envi’re, v. Obs. Also ?4 envere, 6 envoyre. 
[a. OF . envire-r (occming in sense ‘to turn round ’) 
t en (see En- 1 ) + virer to Veer.] « Environ v. 
(It is doubtful whether the first quot belongs 
here.) s 

[ta 1400 Morte Arth. 2694 Myne armez are of ancestrye 
enueiyde with IordezJ. 24. , Lydg. MS. Soc. Antiq. 234 
(Halliw.) Of the Holy Gostrounde aboute envirid. 1513 
Bradshaw St. IV erburge {%%$,) 237 The sayd abbay Enuired 
with walles myghtyto assay. C1530 Ld. Berners Arth. 
Mofw&t l8l4) 252 Enuoyred with g re ate and depe dyches 


Environ, sb. Obs. in sing. In 4 envyroun, 
-own. [a. OF. sing, environ \ subsequently a mod.F'’ . 
pi. environs), f. the adv. : see Environ adv.] 

+ 1 . In ME. sing. Compass, circuit. Only in 
phrases By, in environ , by environ of ; = F . a l en- 
viron (de). 

1382 Wyclif Gen. xxiii. 17 The feeld . . as wel it as the 
spelunk and alle the trees of it, in alle the termes of it bi 
enuyroun. — Ex. vii. 24 Alle the Egipciens deluyden bi 
enuyroun of the floode. — Mark vL 6 And he wente 
aboute castelisin enuyrown, techinge. 

2 . In mod. Eng. pi. Environs (envarranz, 
e-nviranz). The outskirts, surrounding districts, 
of a town. 

2665 Evelyn Mem. (1857) 1 * 419 The pestilence still in- 
creasing in London and its Environs. 1730 Chestekf. Lett. 
III. ccxxix. 43 When you go to Genoa, pray observe care- 
fully all. the environs of it. 1772-84 Cook Voy. (1790) V. 
2808 The environs of Hudson’s Bay. 1831 Sir J. Sinclair 
Carr. II. 184 The neighbourhood of Brock is quite enchant- 
ing., with its painted houses., and delightful environs. 
2847-8 H. Miller First Impr. xix. (1857) 331 Without 
having once seen the sun shine on the city or its en- 
virons. 

b. transf. in sing, rare — L Surrounding. 

2823 Byron Let , Ld. Blessington 14 Apr., The peccant 
part and its immediate environ are . . black. 

Environ (envarran), v. Forms ; a. 4-5 en- 
viroim, -vyronn, (4-5 enverom, -on), 4-7 en- 
vyron, (4 envyrown, -weron, 5 enverroun, 
-wyroun, 5-6 environne), 4- environ. B. 6 
invyronn, -veron, (6-7invi(e)orn), 6-8 inviron. 
[a. F. environ-ner (in AF. c 1300), f. environ 
round about : see Environ adv.] 

1 . trans. Of things : To form a ring round, sur- 
round, encircle. Also fig. of circumstances or 
conditions, esp. (with notion of 2 b) of dangers, 


troubles, etc. 

C2400 MAUNDEV. v. (2839) 45 This Rvvere. .envyronnethe 
all Ethiop. c 2430 Lydg. Compl. BI. Knt. xii, Tne bankys 
rounde, the weile environyng. 25., in Athenzum (1870) 
6 Aug. 181 All invieorned on the South parte with a freshe 
water ryver. 2632 Gouge God’s Arrows m. xii. 208 Hands 
environed by the sea, with good shippings. 2670-98 Lassels 
Voy. Italy n. 21 The circle of white marble pavement which 
environeth the altar of St ; Peter. 2682 CoLvivlVhigs SttppUc . 
(1751) 24 A cowl lin’d with iron, Which did his temples so 
inviron. 2720 Welton Suff. Son of Godl. vL 217 Quicken- 
ing Flames, .Environ and surround me. 1816 W, Hollar 
Holbein's Dance of Death 69 A great cloister, environ- 
ing a plot of ground. 2872 Jenkinson Guide Eng. Lakes 
(1879) 2 4 A quiet and fertile spot, environed by green 
meadows. 

fig. 2382 Wyclif Ecclus. It. 5 Manye tribulaciouns that 
enuyrouneden me. a 2400- 50 A le.xander 4632 Mekill vari- 
aunce of vertus enveronis oure saules, 1563 Foxe A. § M. 
III. 297 Hypocrisie, arrogancy, and obstinate security en- 
viron me. 1604 T. Wright Pass. v. § 4. 191 A number of 
sound and substantial! reasons . . environ the question pro- 
posed on every side. 1663 Butler Hud. 1. iii. 1 What Perils 
do inviron The Man that meddles with cold Iron ! 1686 


Voy. Emp. China into W. Tartary in Misc. Cur. (1708) 
III. 199 All the Marks of Grandure, with which he was 
inviorned at the Court at Pekin. 1852 D. Mitchell Fresh 
Gleanings 10 6 Whatever pleasant or painful circumstances 
may environ me. 


t b. To include, take in (a certain space). Ohs. 

1570-6 Lambarde Peramb. Kent {182 6) 166 The mines of 
which building . .do environne almost ten acres of grounde. 
1623 Purchas Pilgr. (1864)18 The whole Monarchic en 
uironeth nine hundred leagues. 

c. To surround, encircle, encompass with any- 
thing. Also fig. Chiefly pass. 

2382 Wyclif Luke xix. 43 Thin enemyes schulen enuy- 
roune thee with pale. C1400 Maundev. xxvii. 11839) 278 
And alle envyround with ston of J a^pre. 1536 Act 26 
Henry VIII, c. 12 A Parke, walled and enuyronned with 
brycke and stone. 2590 Sir J. Smyth Disc. Weapons 13 
Where, .they may environ themselves with water on everie 
side. 2632 Lithgow Trav. 11. 67 Peloponnesus . . is all in- 
uironed with the sea, saue onely at a narrow strait. 2658 
Evelyn Fr. Card. 11. § 2. (1675) 261 Inviron them with dung 
to blanch them. 2702 Law Counc. Trade (2789' 105 Our 
coasts were . . invironed and surrounded with fish. 1748 
Anson Voy. n. xii. 261 The harbour is invironed on all 
sides . . with high mountains. 2864 Boutell Heraldry 
Hist. $ Pop. xxiv. (ed. 3) 407 The Royal Shield of England 
environed with the fleurs de lys of France. 

fig. 2675 Traherne Chr. Ethics 384 The holy soul of a 
quiet man is . . invironed with its own repose. 2794 Mrs. 
Radcliffe Myst. Udolpho xvi, Were environed with de- 
lights both from nature and art. 1847 J* Wilson Chr. 
North (2857) I- 422 Our boyhood was environed with the 
beautiful, 2855 Milman Lat. Chr. (1864) II. iii. 81 That 
enthusiasm in himself which would environ him with wonder. 
2 . Of persons ; To form a ring round, stand round, 
throng ; to be in attendance upon ; to be stationed 
round, as guards. Also, To surround ' of, with 
(persons). , 

1382 Wyclif Zech. ix. 8 And y shal enuyroune myn hous 
of these that holden knygthode to me. 2393 Gower Conf 
III. 253 There founden they. .Lucrece.. all environed With 
women. 1490 Caxton Eneydos lix. 158 We enuyronne hym 
rounde abotite wyth goode men of armes. 2552 Lyndesay 
M onarche 5569 The Angellis of the Ordoris Nyne Inueron 
sail that throne Diuyne. 1598 Yong Diana 94 Environed 
rounde about with a troupe of Nymphes, 1670 Cotton 
Espertwt n. viii. 3^0 He d/d environ’d by three of his 
Children, several Divines, and all his Domestick Servants. 
*855 Milman Lat. Chr. (1864) II. in. vii. 151 Every Chris- 
tian was environed with a world of invisible beings. 

b. To surround with hostile intention; to be- 
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set ; to beleaguer (a city, fortress, etc.). Also 
To beset with. 

m 1375 Barbour Bruce xi. 640 All enveronyt vith fayis 
is Fie. a 1400 -50 Alexander 3617 To enverom alle J>eva- 
ward of all j>e vile yndes. 2475 Caxton fason (1477) 
27 Jason was enuironned and assayled on alle sides. 2568 
Grafton Chron. II, 748 The Capitaynes . . planted a strong 
siege, and environed it [the Castell] round about. 2603 
Knolles Hist. Turks (1638) 92 They hauing long before 
so streitly inuironed the city, 1762-2 Hume Hist. Eng. 
(1806 IV. lix. 459 Colonel Pride . . had environed the house 
with two regiments. 

£1 To surround on all sides, envelop, enclose. 
Now chiefly of the atmosphere, light, etc. f For- 
merly also, to wrap up, clothe ; to screen or con- 
ceal from. 

2413 Lydg. Pilgr. Sowle 1. iii. (1483^ 4 The Centre of the 
erthe was wonder derck in itself and was aboute enuyronned 
by lesse derke mater and lesse. 2474 Caxton Chesse 65 Al 
' the thynges that the ayer goth, about and enuyronnetb. 

2483 — Gold. Leg. 237/2 He sawe an auncient man .. en- 
; uyronned in a whyte mantel. 2571 Diggks Pantom. iv. 
xxv. Hhj, One comprehending sphere inuironeth all his 
angles. 1607 Dekkeu .Hist. Sir T. Wyatt Wks. (1873) III. 
88 Thus like a Nun . . Liue I inuirond in a house of stone* 
1659 Leak Waterwks. 3 The Pestle . . well invironed with 
leather. 2699 Pomfret Reason 155 Tis now environ’d from 
our eyes. 2846 Landok Hellenics Wks. (1868 1 II. 482 
Gravely-gladsome light environed them. 2860 Tyndall 
Glac. 1. § 11. 73 We were environed by an atmosphere of 
perfect purity. 

f 4 . To describe a circle or make a circuit round ; 
to go round in a circle. Obs. 

S340 Hampole Pr. Cause. 7608 And he heven hat he erth 
envirouns. <72400 Maundev. 1,1839' xvii. 182 Men may en- 
virowne all the Erthe of alle the World, as well undre as 
aboven and turnen a3en to his Contree, 1483 Caxton Gold. 
Leg. 34/2 By envyronyng or goyng aboute the aultre. 1570-6 
Lambarde Peramb. Kent (1862) 311, I will begin at the 
North east corner., and from thence environ the whole 
Bishopricke : 1647 Lilly Chr. Astral, cxliiii. 617 The Lu- 
minaries [being] in angles not environed of the Planets, 

fb. To travel about (a country, etc.). Obs. 

1382 Wyclif i Tim. v. 13 Thei ydel lernen for to enuy. 
rowne housis. £-2400 Maundev. (Roxbj Pref. x It lyked 
him . . to enuirun hat land with his blissed fete, c 2400 
Rom. Rose 7019 We enviroune bothe londe and se. 
t Environ, adv. and prep. Obs. Forms: a. 
4-6 enviroun(e, 4-5 onvyron, 6 enveron, 5- 
environ. &. 4 in viroun, 6 invirone, 7 i*n- 
viron. [a. Fr. environ, f. en in+OF. *viron 
circuit, related to virer to Veer. Cf. Pr. en viro 
of same meaning.] 

A. adv. Round about ; in the neighbourhood. 

c 1375 Wyclif Serm. Sel. Wks. II. 311 In viroun and 
wihinne pet weren ful of i3en. c 1385 Chaucer L. G. W. 
Prol. 300 And with that word, a compas enviroun They 
sitten hem ful softely adoun. 1436 Pol. Poems II. (1859) 
157 Exhortynge alle Englande to kepe the see enviroun. 
* 5 X 3 Bouglas ZEueis xm. v. 4 And with large clamour 
fillis inveroun Thair myndis all. 25x9 Four Elements Inter- 
lude in Hazl. Dodsley I. 6 Which doth illumine the world 
environ. 1600 Fairfax Tasso n. Ixxx. 35 Lord Godfreyes 
eie three times enuiron goes. 

B. prep. Round, about. 

x 393 Gower Conf. III. 76 The Serpent. .Went environ the 
sheile aboute. c 1400 Rom. Rose 3618 He ladde me. .Alle 
enviroun the vergere. c 1450 Merlin vii. 223 Somme seide 
that thei wolde ley siege environ the baile. 

Unvironage (envoi-roned^). rare. [f. En- 
viron 4 -age.J The assemblage of surrounding 
objects or circumstances ; surroundings. 

2836 New Monthly Mag. XLVIII. 320 The slightest 
changes in the environage of the party. 2838 Ibid. LI II. 
222 That which is rendered indecent by the circumstances 
of its environage. 

Environal (envorranal), a. rare. [f. Environ 
+ -al.] (See quot.) 

1888 Gullick in Linn. Soc. f ml. XX. 222 Environal Se- 
gregation is Segregation arising from the relations in which 
the organism stands to the environment. 

Envi-roned, ppl. a. Her. [f. Environs. + -ed 1 .] 
Of a charge; Set round with other objects, as a 
head with a wreath, a lion with bezants, etc. 

Perh. never in actual Eng. use. In Chambers only as 
transl. Fr. environnS as a term of French heraldry. 

X 7 2 7~S X in Chambers Cyd. 2847 in Craig. [1864 See En- 
viron v. ic.) In mod. Diets, 
t Environee*, adv. and prep. Obs . rare. [app. 
the writer’s blunder for Environ, after Fr. en- 
vironne pa. pple. ; see Environ v.] Round 
about. 

c 2475 Partenay 5480 Figured knightis were enuironee. 
Ibid. 3874 Thre tymes the castell enuironee [she] went. 
Ibid. 2717. 

t Envi’roner. Obs. [f. Environ a + -EBk] 
One who, or that which, environs or surrounds. 

2562 Bulleyn Bk. Simples 12 a, The Ocian . . seperature 
of landes, environer of Ilandes. 

Environing (envoi -roniq), vbl. sb. [f. En- 
viron v. + -INQ- 1 .] The action of the verb En- 
viron. Also concr. That which environs or sur- 
rounds ; the circumference. 

c 2374 Chaucer Boetk. 11. vii. 56 AI jp« envyronynge of be 
erj?e aboute ne halt but be resoun of a prykke at regard of be 
gretnesse of heuene. Ibid, v, iv. 165 But be eye of intelli- 

f enceris heyjer for it sourmounteb b e envirounynge of 
e vniuersite, ; etc. 2656 Heylin Surv. France 34 The 
principal environings are made by the Seine and the 
Marne. 


wtvi&oisrLNQ. 

Environing (envarrsnig), ppl. a. [f. Environ 
v. + -ingA] That environs, surrounds, envelops. 

1641-1706 Evelyn Mem. (1819) 1. 136 Full of sweet shrubbs 
in the invironing hedges. 1832 Downes Lett . Cont. 
Countries I. 72 Blocks of granite, detached from the en- 
vironing heights, i860 Ruskin Mod. Paint. V.'vii. ii, § 4. 
113 London .. loses at least two out of three sunrises, 
owing to the environing smoke. 

Environment (envorranmentV [f. Environ 
v. + -ment. Cf. OF. environnement .] 

1. The action of environing ; the state of being 
environed. (With quot. cf. Environ v. 4 .) 

1603 Holland Plutarch’s Mar. 1009, I wot not what cir- 
cumplexions and environments [orig. n-epieAevcreis]. 

2. cotter. That which environs; the objects or 
the region surrounding anything, 

1830 Carlyle in For. Rev. <$■ Cont. Misc ell. v. 34 Baireuth, 
with its kind picturesque environment. 1831 Carlyle Sart. 
Res. 11. i. U871) 56 The whole habitation and environment 
looked ever trim and gay. 1872 Blackie Lays Might 
Introd. 37 The environment of this loch put me in mind 
of Grasmere. 1867 F roude Short Stud. (1883) IV. § 2. i. 166 
The flame . . burnt hot in my own immediate environment. 
fig. 1862 Shirley Nugat Crit. 278 What is poetic in the 
story is disengaged from its casual environment. 1870 M. 
Conway Earthw. Pilgr . xxv. 300 Every belief has an en- 
vironment of related beliefs. 

b, esp. The conditions under which any person 
or thing lives or is developed ; the sum-total of 
influences which modify and determine the de- 
velopment of life or character. 

1827 Carlyle Misc Goethe (1S69) I 9 2 In such an element 
with such an environment of circumstances. ^ 1855 H. Spencer 
Print. Psychol. (1872) I. in. iii. 301 The division of the en- 
vironment into two halves, soil and air. 1874 Sidgwick 
Metk. Ethics v. 167 The organism is continually adapted to 
its environment, 1881 Romanes in Fortn. Rev. Dec. 740 En- 
vironment— or. the sum total of the external conditions of life. 

Hence Envrronme-ntal a., of or pertaining to 
environments. 

1887 Athenaeum 7 May 611/3 The external or environ- 
mental explanation of evolution. 

+ Envrronry. Ob$. [f. Environ + -by.] — 
Environment. 

1600 Tourneur Transf. Met. (1878) Prol. 28 The azure- 
colour’d skie, Is now transform’d to hel’s environrie. Ibid. 
xxi. 142 Did make her temples’ rich environrie. 

Environs : see Environ sb. 

+ Envi’rtue, v. Obs. Also 6 envertue. [a. 
OF. {s')envertue-r, s'envirtue-r, f. en (see En-') 
+ verta virtue; cf. s'esvertuer, mod. s' everluer.J 
X. ref. To exert one’s strength ; to strive. 

1475 Caxton Jason 31 He envertued hym selfe defending. 
1480 — Ovid’s Met. x. viii, Ypoinenes envirtued & enforced 
hym So moche in th’ end that he passed her. c 1500 Melu- 
sine 200 Tim kyng of Anssay . . envertued hym self strong, 
and made with his handes grete vasselage. 

2. irans. To endue with virtue. 

1692 O. Walker Mist, lllustr. 67 A little cake.. which 
they put into the Serpents mouth, to sanctifie and envirtue 
it for the recovery of the sick. 

Envisage (envrzedg), v. [a. Fr. envisage-r, 
f. en- (see En- t) + visage Visage, face.] 

1. irans. To look in the face of; fig. to face 
(danger, etc.) ; to look straight at. 

1820 Keats Hyperion. 11. 204 To envisage circumstance, all 
calm, That is the top of sovereignty. 1823 New Monthly 
Mag. VII. 328 Envisaging his fateWith regal valour. 1879 G. 
Meredith Egoist II. v. 98 Must I recognize the bitter truth? 
, . I have envisaged it. 

2., To obtain a mental view of, set before the 
mind’s eye ; to contemplate ; chiefly, to view or 
regard under a particular aspect. 

1837 Herschel in Babbage Bridgew. Treat. App, i. 246 
Envisaging the case algebraically. 1837 Jerrold in New 
Monthly Mag. LI. 317 We could not perfectly envisage the 
atrocity. 1845-6 Trench Mu Is. Led. Ser. 11. vi. 238 Men 
continually envisaged the highest benefits which their souls 
could attain. 1853 De Morgan in Graves Life Sir IF. R. 
Hamilton^ hi, (1889) 443 If he [Argand] really envisaged the 
logarithmic property of the angles, he made a most decisive 
step. 1855 Ess. Intuit. Morals 16 In whatever way we en- 
visaged the moral attributes of God. 

b. Philos. To perceive by intuition. 
i860 Mansel Prolegom. Log. iv, 116 note, I have availed 
myself of the term envisage, as the best English equivalent 
that has yet been proposed to the German anschauen. 
18.. M'Cosh (Ogilv. >, From the very dawn of existence the 
infant must envisage self, and body acting on self. 

3. Of an object : To present itself under a par- 
ticular aspect, rare. 

1884 Pall Mall G. 10 Oct. 5/1 The New England summer 
as it envisaged itself to the eyes of Thoreau. 

Hence Envi'sageinent, the action of presenting 
(an object) to one’s own consciousness. Envi- 
saging" vbl. sb., the action of the vb. Envisage. 

1877 E. Cairo Philos. Kant 11. viii. 365 This imaginative 
envisagement of the categories. 1883 W. Smart Disciple 
Plato 37 It is the envisaging of the one idea. 

+ Envi*ve, v. Obs. [f. En- 1 + Fr. vif, viv-c 
L. viv-us alive.] irans. To enliven, quicken. 

1523 Skelton Garl. Laurel 872 To envyve Pandarus’ 
appetyte. a 1528 — Magnyf. 1569 A fayre maystresse that 
quyckly is envyved with rudyes of the rose. 

Enviyus, obs. form of Envious. 
t Envoisies, a. Obs. rare— 1 , [a. OF. envoisii 
(nom. sing, and pi. -ez, -es), f. envoisier , enveisier 
to divert : see Envesure.] Gay, lively. 
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C1450 Merlin vi. 106 To hem that we[re] loly and en* 
uoisies [printed ennoisies] he yaf the Iuwellis. 

Envoke, obs. form of Invoke. 
t Bn wide ? v. Obs. rare. fa. OF. envoi d re 
L. involvere to Involve.] =- Involve. 

1451 Paston Lett . No. 140 I. 185, I dar not envolde me 
in the same. 

t Envolume (envp*lk*m), v. Obs. In 7 in- 
volum. ff. En - 1 + Volume.] a. To form into 
a volume ; to write at length, b. To incorporate 
with a volume. 

1632 Lithgow T rav. 1. 8, I could inuolume, as large a 
discourse, vpon this heart-grieuing proiect, as, etc. 1864 
in Webster ; and in mod. Diets. 

Envolupe^n, obs. form of Envelope v . 
Envolve : see Involve. 
t EnvO'mish, v. Obs. In 5 envomyssh. 
[Corruptly a. Fr. esvomiss - lengthened stem of 
esvomir, f. es- L. ex) out + vomir to vomit.] 
intr. To vomit. 

1480 Caxton Ovid’s Met. xi. viii, Cylenus .. so moche 
dranke of thewyn, that he went casting & envomyssh ynge. 

Envoy (euivoi), sbJ In sense 1 also 4-7 en- 
vo ye, 9 envoi, and (with prefixed Fr. article) 6-7 
l’envoy(e, 9 arch. Renvoi, -voy. [a. OF. en - 
voy{e (mod. envoi'), n. of action f. OF. envoiier 
(mod. envoy er) to send, f. phrase en vote oil the 
way ; cf. Sp. enviar. It, inviare.] Sending forth. 

1 . The action of sending forth a poem ; hence, 
the concluding part of a poetical or prose com- 
position ; the author’s partingwords ; a dedication, 
postscript. Now chiefly the short stanza which 
concludes a poem written in certain archaic metri- 
cal forms, arch. 

c 1398 Chaucer (Htle\ Th’ enuoye of Fortune. 1485 
Caxton Chas. Gt. 25oThenuoyeof thauctour. 1508 Barclay 
Skyp of Folys (1874D1. 230 Thenuoy. 1576 Turberv. (*//<?), 
Tragical Tales .. with the Argument and L’Envoye to ech 
Tale. 1611 Cotgr., Envoy . . th’ Enuoy, or conclusion of a 
Ballet, or Sonnet. 1640 B. Jonson Underwoods , Misc. 
Poems lx, Another answers, ’las ! those silks are none, In 
smiling l’envoy. 1823 Sismondi’s Lit. Enr. (1846) I. vi. 173 
The songs are usually in seven stanzas, followed by an envoy, 
which he calls a tornada. 1823 New Monthly Mag. VI I 194 
The last chapter . . the moral and envoy of the whole. 1880 
Hueffer Macm, Mag. No. 253. 49 There are . . six lines to 
a stanza and six stanzas to a poem, not counting the tornada 
or envoi of three lines. 

f b. irans/. The conclusion of a play ; also, a 
catastrophe, denouement. Obs. 

1609 B. Jonson Sit Worn. v. i, I have given the bride 
her instructions to breake in upon him in the l’envoy. 1636 
Massinger Bashful Loticr v. 1, Long since I look’d for this 
l’envoy. 

2 . The action of dispatching a messenger or 
parcel ; hence, a mission, errand {arch.). Letter 
of envoy {rare), transl. Fr. lettre d' envoi, a letter 
advising dispatch of goods. 

# 1795 Southey Joan of Arc v, 496 Nor did I feel so press- 
ing the hard hand Of want in Orleans, ere he parted thence 
On perilous envoy. 1872 in Proc.Amer. Phil. Soc . XII. 322 
A letter of envoi was received. 

Envoy (envoi), sbf Forms: (7 envoy 6, ~6e), 
envoy(e, 7- envoy, [app. an alteration (in the 
latter part of 17 th c.) of Fr. envoy e (pa. pple. of 
envoyer to send), which had previously been 
adopted unchanged,] 

1 . A public minister sent by one sovereign or 
government to another for the transaction of diplo- 
matic business. Now applied esp. to diplomatic 
ministers of the second rank (‘ministers plenipoten- 
tiary’) as distinguished from those of the highest 
rank (‘ambassadors’), and those of the third rank 
(‘ charges d’affaires ’). 

The term envoy extraordinary, formerly denoting a mi- 
nister charged with a special or temporary mission, is now 
merely the fuller designation of the ‘ envoy ’ in the narrower 
sense = minister plenipotentiary. 

[1660 Evelyn Mem. 11857* 1. 359 The Envoyde of the king 
of Poland. 1664 Marvell Corr. Wks. 1872-5 II. 172 He 
hathe taken care to supply it in the meantime by his Extra- 
ordinary Envoys. 1691 Rycaut in Genii. Mag. May (1786) 
396/1 To treat the Turkish envoyees so ill, as, etc. j 1666 
Pepys Diary ix July, A galliott .. that is going to carry 
the Savoy Envoye [? meant for envoye] over. 1667 Evelyn 
Mem. (1857) II. 31 To the audience of a Russian Envoy in 
the Queen’s presence-chamber. 1710 in Lend. Getz. No. 
4688/1 The Earl of Stair, her Britannick Majesty’s Envoy- 
Extraordinary to King Augustus. 1716 Lady M.W. Mon- 
tague Lett. I. vi. t 8 Madame, .the wife of our king’s envoy 
from Hanover. 1779 J. Moore View Sac. Fr. II. 175, 
I have been introduced to all of them by Mr. Harris, his 
Majesty’s envoy extraordinary. 1803 Med. Jmt IX 453 A 
correspondence which I have begun, by means of the British 
Envoy, i860 Motley NetkerL (1868) I. i. 3 Sir Edward 
Stafford, English envoy in Paris. 1875 H. Reeve in Eticycl. 
Brit, fed- 91 1. 657 Diplomatic envoys are of three ranks . . 
1. Ambassadors .. 2, Envoys extraordinary or ministers 
plenipotentiary, accredited to sovereigns . , 3. Charges d’af- 
faires. 

2 . In wider sense : An agent, commissioner, de- 
puty, messenger, representative. 

[1643 Denham Dido Poems f 1668)134 Jove’s EnVoyd through 
the Air Brings dismal tydings.] 1696 Tate & Brady Ps. cvi. 
16 God’s Envoy Moses they oppose. 1712 Blackmore 
Creation vi. 678 Where (sc. in the brain] their Report the 
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Vital Envoys make, 1820 Irving Sketch Bk. I. 99 Men . . 
have been envoys from England to ransack the poles. 1859 
Thackeray Virgin, vi. 48 The intrepid young envoy made his 
way from Williamsburg almost to the shores of Lake Erie. 

3. aitrib. 

a 17x1 Ken Christophil Poet. Wks 1721 1. 487 An Envoy- 
Star, whose Ray Shou’d shew the world where Jesus lay. 

•f B*2lVOy > , v. Obs. [ad. Fr. envoy-er to send.] 
a. To send. b. To write as an * envoy’ or con- 
cluding stanza. 

1481 Caxton Myrr. 1. v. 24 A new lignage was enioyed 
[? read enuoyed] f rom heuen on hygh. 1508 Barclay Skyp 
Folys (18741 II. 230 Alas what may I vnto you nowe enuoy. 

EnvoysMj) (e*nvoi|Jlp\ [f. Envoy sb. + -ship.] 
The office, position, or iunction of an envoy. 

1736 H. Coventry Philemon to Hydaspes iii.jT.), Cain 
paid all due reverence to this lunar envoyship, *8x7-8. 
Cobbett Resid. U. S. (1822! 217 The Boroughmongers may 
easily add a legation of mendicity to their Envoyships and 
Consulships. 1843 Blackw. Mag. LIV. 812 You remember 
Marston . . at Brunswick, in his envoyship. 

Envy (e*nvi), sb. Forms: 3-7 envie, envye, 
(4 envi, enevi, envyse, enwie, 5 inwy(e, 4-6 
invy), 3- envy, [a, F. envie, corresp. to Pr. 
enveia, Cat. enveja , Pg. inveja , Sp. e nvidia. It. 
invidia L. invidia, f. invid-us envious, related 
to invidere to look maliciously upon, to envy, f. 
in upon -f videre to see.] 

+ 1 . Malignant or hostile feeling ; ill-will, ma- 
lice, enmity. Obs. 

a 1300 Cursor M. 15389 Of all venime and eneui ful 
kindeld vp he ras. c 1300 Seyn Julian 88 Ich [Belial] made 
J?oru a lutel enuye ]>at on sle J?at oSer. c 1400 Ywaine 
Ganv. 3522 So grete envy . . bitwix tham twa was than. 
c 1430 Syr Gener. 5266 To him he had so grete envie. 
1526 Skelton Magnyf. 1989 Full fewe but they have envy 
at me. 1596 Shaks. Merck. V. iv. i. 10 No lawful meanes 
can carrie me Out of enuies reach. ^ x6xx Bible Mark xv, 
10 For hee knew that the chiefe Priests had deliuered him 
for enuie. 1640 Queen of Arragon 11. i. in Hazl. Dodsley 
XIII. 355 Misfortune brings Sorrow enough; ’tis envy to 
ourselves T’augment it by prediction. 1707 E. Ward Hud. 
Rediv.i 1715) II. ix, In N aseby-Fields both Armies met, 
Their Envy, like their Numbers, great. 

f b. Unwillingness, reluctance. Obs. rare. 

*557 . North tr. Gueuara’s Diall of Princes 185 b/i For 
speaking the truth : the man which hath enuy to seme olde 
doth delite to liue in the lightnes of youth. 

t c. Odium, unpopularity, opprobrium ; used 
to translate L. invidia . Obs. 

1598 Grenewey Tacitus’ Ann. i. x. (1622 11 19 As well the 
fact, as the enuie of it, should light vpon their owne necks. 
1622 Bacon Henry VII, looThisTaxe (called Benevolence) 
was deuised by Edward the Fourth, for which hee sustained 
much Enuie. 1651 Fuller’s Abel Rediv Calvin ( 1867 j I. 
327 This accident procured great envy unto Calvin from all 
laces. 1679 Burnet Hist. Ref. 1. 11. 62 He had the Legates 
etween him and the Envy or Odium of it. 

+ 2 . Active evil, harm, mischief. Obs. 

ME. enuy{e mayperh. sometimes represent Ennoy, Annoy. 
a 1400 Chester PL (Shaks. Soc.) 199 Envye doe by no 
woman, To doe her shame by nighte nor date, c 1400 Apol. 
Loll . 26 Discese & oher enuyes. c 1460 Battle Otterbonrue 
in Percy Reliq. 46 Yf thou hast haryed all Bamborowe 
shyre, Thou hast done me grete envye. 

3 . The feeling of mortification and ill-will occa- 
sioned by the contemplation of superior advantages 
possessed by another. Const + at, of, f to, /upon 
(persons), at, ^(things). Phrases, to fed (fi have) 
envy. 

c 1280 Fall $ Passion in E. E. P. (1862) 13 To him pe 
deuil had envie, pat he in his stid schold be bro3te. a 1300 
Cursor M. 27694 fCott.) He pat by caus of enuy werrayes 
ano}?er wrangwisly. a 1340 Hampole Psalter ii. 10 Enuye 
couaitis, iolifte & o)?er vices, c 1386 Chaucer Knt's. T. 
49 Have ye so gret envye Of myn honour ? 1393 Langl. P. 
PI. C» xxm. 246 Hauep non enuye To lerede ne to lewide. 
a 1440 Relig. Pieces fr. Thornton MS. 23 Envy, .es joye 
of overmens harme and sorowe of overmens welefare. *475 
Caxton Jason 77 Zethephius began to haue enuy vpon the 
king appollo. 1540 Hyrde tr. Fives’ Instr. Chr. Worn. 
(1592) X. j, It is much more shame to have envy at other for 
mony, clothings, or possessions. 1588 A. King tr. Canisms ’ 
Cat ech. 143 In vy at our brothers charitie. 1601 Shaks. 
Jnl. C. v. v. 70 All the Conspirators saue only hee, Did 
that they did, in enuy of great Caesar. 1611 Bible Transl. 
Pref. 2 Enuie striketh most spitefully at the fairest. 1684 
Winstanley in Shaks. C. Praise 400 Honour is always at- 
tended on by Envy.. 1737 Whiston Josephus’ Antiq. 1. 
xv iii. § 2 He was hindered . . by his envy at him. 1836 
H. Smith Tin Trumpet (1876) 145 Envy — punishing our- 
selves for being inferior to our neighbours. *875 Jowett 
Plato (ed. 2) V. 7 5 Let every man contend in the race 
without envy. ■ ■ 

f b. In the phrase to envy, i. e. to such a point 
as to excite envy; to the heart’s content ; to ad- 
miration ; to perfection. Obs. Cf. 5. 

Perh. suggested by Fr. & I’envi, emulously, w’hich is of 
different etymology. Cf. Envy v.\ to which the first quot. 
may belong. 

c 1369 Chaucer Defke Blauncke 173 They had good Ieyser 
for to route To envye, who might slepe beste. 1650-3 tr. 
Hales' Dissert, de Pace in Phenix <1 708) 1 1. 370 That Con- 
templation, happy even to Envy, awaits us in the Heavens. 
1668 Vexvs Diary to Mar., Captain Cocke . . told me . . 
that the Solicitor General do commend me, even to envy. 

e. pi. Instances of envy ; envious feelings, jeal- 
ousies; rivalries. 

1622 Bacon Hen. VII , 239 Little Enuies or Emulations 
upon Forralne Princes. 1668 Dryden Ess. Dram. Poesy 
(J,), The little envies of them [women] to one another. 1888 
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ENVY. 

Poor Nellie 26 Whilst.. our statesmen inflame the mean 
envies of classes, 

d. concr. The object of envy. 

1836 Ld. Lytton Duchess hi. ii, Duchess la Valliere. .The 
envy of the beauty and the birth Of Europe’s court. 

4. Without notion of malevolence: fa. Desire 
to equal another in achievement or excellence ; 
emulation. Obs. rare. 

1541 Elyot Image Gov. (1549) 129 His aduancement 
shall ingender in noble men an honest enuie. 1606- 35 Ford 
(Webster), Such as cleanliness and decency Prompt to a 
virtuous envy. 

b. A longing for the advantages enjoyed by 
another person. 

1723 Pope Lett . (1737) VI. 99 My innocent envies and 
wishes of your state. Mod. Your success excites my envy, 
f 5. Wish, desire, longing; enthusiasm, Obs . 
Cf. Fr. envie. 

a 1300 Cursor M. 2240 (Trin.)]>ese foies, .wib, greet envye 
his werk bigon. c 1430 Syr Try can. 341 They rode forthe 
with grete envy To seke aftur the quene. 1481 Caxton 
Myrr. 1. v. 19 And had enuye at none other thinge, but only 
for to lerne suche science, 2607 Topsell Fonr-f. Beasts 
{1673) ,261 Uncivilized men do participate, in their conditions, 
the labours and envie of brute beasts. 

8, Comb. 

1817 Coleridge Biog. Lit. 26 He must be envy-mad. 
1871 Palgrave Lyr. Poems 135 Judges with envy-dim eye. 
■“if In the following quots. enuy is prob. a mere 
misprint for enemy. Cf. Envyte. 

c 1430 Lydg. Bochas r. ix. (1344) 16 b, Y° great sodein fall 
Of mighty J abin for his iniquitie Which unto J ewes was enuy 
led. 1494 enmy] full niortall. 1483 Caxton 0 . de la Tour 
E ij, The enuy or deuylle. 1579 Lyly Euphues (Arb.) 189 
Greater is thy credit in susteining wrong, then thy enuyes 
in committing injury. 

Envy (e*nvi), v. Forms : 4-7 envie(n, envye, 
(5 invye), 4- envy. [ad. Fr. envier , corresp. to Pr. 
enveiar , Cat. envejar , Pg. invejar, Sp. envidiar , It. 
inmdiare med.L. invididre , f. L. hrvidia Envy sb. 
The older accentuation (envoi*) survived into the 
17 th c. and is still common dialectally, esp. in Sc.] 

1. trans. To feel displeasure and ill-will at the 
superiority of (another person) in happiness, suc- 
cess, reputation, or the possession of anything 
desirable ; to regard with discontent another’s 
possession of (some superior advantage which one 
would like to have for oneself). Also in less 
unfavourable sense : To wish oneself on a level 
with (another; in happiness or in the possession 
of something desirable ; to wish oneself possessed 
of (something which another has). 

a. with obj. a thing ; f (rarely) with obj. clause. 

c 1386 Chaucer Wife's Prol. 142, I nyl nat enuye no vir- 

ginitee. 1393 Gower Conf I. 254 Every worship is envied, 
1595 W. CLlarke] in Shahs. C. Praise 15 Let other coun- 
tries (sweet Cambridge) envie. .thy petrarch, divine Spenser. 
1600 Shaks. A. Y.L. hi. ii. 78, I. .owe no man hate, enuie 
no mans happinesse. c 1632 Poem in Athemeum No. 2883. 
121/3 Eolus such monstrous wracks envyes. 1696 Whiston 
Th. Earth iv. (1722) 368 We have but too much reason to 
envy the Ancient Happiness of our Forefathers. 1:728 T. 
Sheridan Persiusnl. (1739) 49 Do not envy that the wealthy 
Lawyer increases his Stores beyond you by Knavery and 
Oppression. 1857 Ruskin Pol. Econ. Art 4 A power not in- 
deed to be envied, because it seldom makes us happy. 

b. with obj. a person. 

1526 Pilgr. Perf. (W. de W. 1531) 115 Thoushalt. .mollifye 
his herte that enuyeth the. 1562 J. Heywood Prov. $ 
Epigr. (1867) 26 Better be enuied than pitied, folke sey. 
1613 Shaks. Hen. VIII, n. ii. 125 They will not sticke to 
say, you enuide him.; 1741 Middleton Cicero II. x. 458, 
I envy him for walking, and joking with you. 1841-4 
Emerson Ess. via. Heroism Wks. (Bohn) I. no Who does 
not envy those who have seen safely to an end their manful 
endeavour? 1873 Ruskin Eagle's N. § 34 We may be 
envied, but shall not be praised, for having been allowed, etc. 
C. with double obj., person and thing. 

1797 Mrs. Radcciffe Italian xii, I envy your friend those 
tears. 1807 Crabbe Par. Reg. 1. 534 Ah ! much I envy 
thee thy boys. 

f 2. To feel a grudge against (a person) ; to re- 
gard (a person or an action) with dislike or dis- 
approval. Obs. 

1537 North tr. GueuarcC s Diall Pr. 105 b/2, I knowe well, 
Faustine, that for that I haue sayed. .thou and others suche 
lyke, shall greatlye enuye me. 1377 Northbrooice Dicing 
(1843) *63 Bicause you are aged, and nowe are not able to 
doe as other yong men and women do, and this maketh 
you to enuy it so much. 1602 Warner A lb. Eng. t Epit. 389 
Much was this distraction of Regalitie from Richard the 
second, enuied by those of his Line and Affinitie. 1630 R. 
Johnson Kingd. # Commiu. 553 The Grand Seignior doth 
much envie him [Emir of Sidon] for suffering the Floren- 
tines to harbour and water within his Port of Tyrus. 
t b. ? To injure ; cf. Envy sb. 2. Obs. rare. 

1621 Fletcher Pilgrim 11. i, If I make a lie To gain your 
love, and envy my best mistress, Pin me against a wall. 

1 3. trans. To grudge, give reluctantly, refuse 
to give (a thing) to (a person); to begrudge (a 
thing) ; to treat (a person! grudgingly. Also absol. 

I 575-85 Abp. Sandys Serm. (1841) 217 God hath not envied 
us : he oweth us nothing, but he giveth us much. 1390 
Spenser F. Q. iii. v. 30 But that sweet Cordiall . . She did 
to him envy, 1616 Surfl. & Markh. Country Farm 83 
The dung of Peacockes is verie soueraigne against the 
diseases of the eyes, .but the Peacock so much enuieth the 
good of man, that he eateth his owne dung. 1667 Milton 
P . L. vm. 494 Thou has fulfill'd Thy words, Creator boun- 
teous. .nor enviest. Ibid. iv. 517 Why should thir Lord envie 
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them that? 1693 Dryden Ess. Satire Wks. 1821 XIII. 5 
Jonson, who by studying Horace, had been acquainted 
with the rules, yet seemed to envy to posterity that know- 
ledge. 1707 Curios, in Hush. 4* Gard. 25 We ought .. to 
make our own Advantage of that Knowledge, and not to 
envy it to others. 1770 Langhorne Plutarch (1879) II. 785/2 
Thou enviedst me the glory of giving thee thy life, 

f b. With clause as obj. : To grudge that (some- 
thing should take place). Obs. 

c 1430 Lydg. Story Thebes hi, For euery man of high and 
lowe degree Enuieth now, that other should thrive. 1548 
Udall, etc. Erasm. Par. John 40 b, Enuying that God 
shoulde haue his owne prayse and glory. 2605 Bacon 
Adv. Learn. 1. 23 Antiquity enuieth there should be new 
additions. 2663 Butler Hud. i. ii. 835 Magnano. .did envy 
That two should with so many men vye. 2682 D’Urfey 
Butler's Ghost 176 Envying that he should ground his fame 
on Deeds so Essential to his Honour. 

f 4. intr. To have envious, grudging, or male- 
volent feelings. Sometimes with the occasion of 
the feeling expressed by inf. To envy at — senses 
1-3. Obs. 

1477 Earl Rivers Dictes 52 To be envied at of mightier 
men then he is. 1549 Coverdale Erasm. Par. Gal. iv. 30 
Whose libertie they enuye at. 2595 Shaks. John in. iv. 73 
But now I enuie at their libertie. 1649 Milton Eikon. 30 
The king envying to see the Peoples love devolv'd on 
another object. 1656 Cowley Pindaric Odes , Life 4 * Fame 
(r687> h> Oh Life ! that epicures envy to hear! 1658 J. 
Coles Cleopatra vn. 271 Those to whom this fortune is 
denied have so much cause to envie at it, etc. 121677 
Barrow Serm. (i8ro) II. 22 7 Envying at those who have 
more worldly advantages, aijoo Dryden Pal. 4- Arc. iii, 
Envy’d to behold The Names of others, not their own 
inrolfd. 

t b. To be jealous for another. Obs. rare— f. 

1382 Wyclif Numb. xi. 29 What, he seith, enuyest thow 
for me [Vulg. se mu laris pro me], 

TEnvy* [a. OF. envier L. invitee to 

challenge, Invite. Cf. the aphetic form Vie. 

The identity in form and close resemblance in sense 
between this and prec. render it prob. that the two words 
were confused even in the earliest use; the examples in 
16 -17th c. may perh. belong to Envy ».'] 

a. intr. To vie, contend for mastery, b. trans. 
To vie with, seek to rival. 

c 1369 Chaucer Dethe Blatmche 406 As thogh the erthe 
enuye wolde To be gayer than the heuen. 1384 — 
H. Fame iii 141 For that she wolde envien, lo, To pypen 
bet than Appollo. 1309 Hawes Past. Pleas, xiv. xvi. 
(18451 5 ^ My mayster Lydgate I wyll not envy. 1390 
Spenser F. Q. 1. ii. 17 Each others equall puissance enuies. 
x6zx Fletcher Island Princ.i. ii, Each tree As if it en- 
vied the old Paradise. 

Envy, obs. var. of Inveigh v . 
x6xx Sclater Key 367 With what earnestness of affection 
envies hee [St. Paul] against those that, etc. 

f E nvyful, a. Chiefly Sc. Obs. [f. Envy sb. 
4 -FtiL.] Full of envy, malice, or spite. Const, of. 

1450-1330 Myrr. our Ladye 183 The enuyful sturrer and 
suggestoure. 1549 Compl. Scot. vii. (1872) 71 Aduerse for- 
toune hes bene inuyful contrar my veil fayr. 1394 J. 
MEUViLhDiarytg^ Close themouthesof invyfull sclanderers. 
a 1631 Calderwood Hist. Kirk (1843) II. 353 Their latent 
adversareis, invyfull of their place ana vocatioun. 

Envying (e*nvi,ig), vbl. sb. [f. Envy v . 1 + 
-ingL] The action of the verb Envy ; concr. in 
pi. jealousies, etc. 

1386 J. Hooker Ireland Ep. Ded. in Holinshed Chron. y 
You . . haue through so much enuiengs . . perseuered in 
your attempts. 2622 Bible 2 Cor. xii. 20 Debates, enuy- 
mgs, wraths, strifes. — Rom. xiii, 13 Let us walke. .not 
in strife and enuying. 1658 Whole Duty Man xiii. § 25. 103 
This envying at God's goodness to others, is in effect a 
murmuring against God. 1864 Mrs. Gatty Parab. Nature 
Ser. iv. 23 What could put comparisons, and envyings into 
their heads? 

Envying (e-nvi,ig), ppl. a. [f. Envy v . + -ing 2 .] 
That envies. 

1382 Wyclif Isa. xxvi. 11 The enuyende puples. 
lienee Envyingly adv . 

x86x Romance Dull, Life xii. 300 She noticed envyingly 
the force of mild and intelligent silence. 

t E*nvyless, a. Obs. rare- 1 , [f. Envy sb. + 
-less.] Without envy, not exposed or liable to 
envy. In quot. quasi -adv. 

a 1628 R. Brooke Fame 4 r Honottr Ixiv, In Honour they 
should envilesse excel!. 

[Envyte, app. a misprint for enmyte , Enmity. 
Cf. Envy sb. U. 

c 1430 Lydg. Story Thebes in. K iiij, They on Grekes, 
enuyouslyganshoute And of despyte, and grete enuyte Bad 
hem foies, gone home to her contre. 1480 Caxton Citron. 
Eng. iii. (1520) 25/2 Antigonus broder unto the kynge was 
slayne thrugh the envyte of the quene. a 1569 Sqr. Low 
Degree 302 in Hazl. E. P. P. II. 38 Foryf it may be founde 
in thee, that thou them (de)fame for envyte.] 

Envyous, -ows, -ns, obs. ff. Envious. 
Envyron, var. of Environ adv. Obs. 

Enwall, inwall (en-, inwpiv, v. [f. En-, In- 
+ Wall.] trans. a. To enclose within a wall ; 
also transf. and Jig. b. To serve as a wall to. 

1323 Skelton Garl. Laurel (Dyed) 569 A felde,.En- 
wallyd aboute with the stony flint. 1580 C'tess Pembroke 
Ps. Ixxviii, Heaped waves an uncouth way enwall. 1396 
Spenser State Irel. Wks. (1862) 543/2 They would bee able 
with little to in-wall themselves strongly. x6ox Daniel 
Epistles Wks. (1717) 356^ In-wall’d within a living Tomb. 
1627 Speed England xxxiv. § 8 The close [was] inwalled: by 
Bishop Langton. 1864 [see En- prefi 1 a]. 2879 Comh. Mag. 
Jan. 43 London was inwalled in the year 306 a d. 


Hence EnwaTling ppl. a. 

1647 PI* More Song of Soul 1. in. xxxi. And strong Pan- 
theotheus inwalling might. 

Enwallow : see En- prefJ 3, 

Enwarp: see In warp. 

Enwaste : see En- pref. 1 2. 
t Enwa-ve, V. Obs. Also 7 in-, [f. En-I + 
Wave>.J trans. a. To form into waves, b. 
To plunge into the waves. 

x6xo G. Fletcher Christ's Viet, in Farr y. P. Jas. I. 
(1848)46 Those [waters (depicted in embroidery)] that neare 
the margin pearl did play, Hoarcely en waved were with, 
hastie sway. 1627-77 Feltham Resolves 1. xxvii. 91 Learn- 
ing is like a river, .it in waves itself in the unfathom’d Ocean 
Enweaken : see En- 3. 

+ EnweaTthy , V. Obs . Also in-. [f.EN-l + 
Wealthy.] trans. To make wealthy ; = Enrich. 

1593 Drayton Eclog. v, Where of herself she 'xacts such 
usury, That she’s else needy by inwealthying this. 1594 
Zepheria vi. in Arb. Gamer V. 68, I then enwealthy thy 
exchequer. 

Enweave, en woven : see In-. 

Enwed : see En -pref)- 3. 

+ Enwliee'l, V. Obs. rare. Also 7 in-, [f. En-I 
+ Wheel j- A] trans. To encircle, surround. 

1604 Shaks. Oth. n. i. 87 The grace of B eauen . .Enwheele 
thee round. 1621 Fletcher Pilgrim 1. ii, Heaven's grace 
in-wheele ye. 1766-1800 in Bailey ; and in mod. Diets. 
Enwiden: see En- prefO 3. 

Enwind, inwind (en-, mwsi-nd), v. [f. En-I 
+ Wind v.] trans. To wind itself around (some- 
thing) ; to surround as with windings or coils. 
Also, to make into a coil. lit. and fig. 

1850 Mrs. Browning Poems II. 245 A sound, a sense of 
music. .Softly, finely, it inwound me. 1830 Tennyson In 
Mem. xcviii, Let her great Danube rolling fair Enwind her 
isles, unmark'd of me. 1839 — Guinevere 598 The moony 
vapour rolling round the king. .En wound him fold by fold* 
1876 Swinburne Erechth. 806 With what blossomless flower- 
age of sea- foam and blood-coloured foliage inwound. 1877 
M. ArnoldA ragm. A ntigone Poems II. 40 The bond Original, 
deep-in wound, Of blood. 

Hence Enwrnding vbl. sb. 

1398 Florio, Falde. .a folding, an inwinding or a plaiting 
of a garment. 2697 View Penal Laws 257 Neither he or 
any other shall make any In winding within the Fleece. 
Enwine : see E a- pref . 1 2. 

Enwisen, Enwoman : see En- prefy 3 and 2. 
Enwoitth (enw? 7 *m), v. Also 7-8 inwomb(e. 
[f. En-I + Womb.] 

1 . trans. To cause to bear in the womb; to 
make pregnant. Also fig. 

1590 Spenser F. Q. ii. i. 30 Me then he left enwombed of 
this childe. 1633 P. Fletcher Purple I si. x. xxxvii, Her 
daintie breasts . . may seem to sight To be enwombed both of 
pleasure and delight. 

2 . To hold or to place in the womb. ? Obs. 

x6ox Shaks. All's Well 1. iii. 150, I am your mother, And 
put you in the Catalogue of those That were enwombed 
mine, a 2623 Bovs Wks, (1630) 244 Mary did inwombe the 
Father of Mercies. 1647 H. More Song of Soul iii. App. Ii, 
Him whose chaste soul enwombd in Virgin chast, etc. a 2722 
KeN Hymns Evang. Wks. 1721 I. 20 5 God inwomb'd. 

3 . transf. a. To contain as in the womb ; in 
quots. fig. b. To plunge into r bury in, the womb 
or bowels of (something) ; to enclose, shut up as 
in the womb. 

<2 2591 Spenser Ruins of Rome 67 Her great spirite re- 
joy ned to the spirite Of thir great masse, is in the same 
enwombed. a 2623 Boys Wks. 1 1630) 10 The heaven of 
heavens cannot contain him [God], much lesse any barren 
braine inwombe him. a 2632 Donne Funeral Elegies . R.), 
The Affrique Niger streame emvombs Jtselfe into the earth. 
1633 P, Fletcher Elisa xxx , Why is he living, then, in 
earth enwombed? 2840 Browning Sordello v. 418, I en- 
womb Some wretched Friedrich with his red-hot tomb. 
2855 Singleton Virgil II. 442 If thou Enwombest such 
high courage in thy breast. 2859 Miss Mulock RomanL 
T. 40 The dull dead metals that lie enwombed there. 
Hence Enwo*mbed/y)/. a., pregnant. 

2820 Shelley Witch Atl. x, Wondering how theenwombed 
rocks Could have brought forth so beautiful a birth, 

Enwood, -worthy, -wrack : see En- 1 1 b, 2. 
Enwrap, inwrap (en-, inrse-p), v. [f. En- \ 
In- + Wrap v.] 

1 . trans. To wrap, envelop, enfold in or with 
(a garment, case, or covering, coils or folds of 
anything) ; also, with the thing enveloping as 
subject, lit. and fig. fin early use also ; To fold 
up (a garment). 

a. 2382 Wyclif Jer. x. 8 A tree.. with siluer enwrappid. 
2348 Gest Pr. Masse 71 To enwrap. 1572 Bossewell 
Armorie 11. 95 b, Twoo Cypres trees . . enwrapped with Ivy 
proper. 2378 Banister Hist. Man iv. 51 Membranes en- 
wrappyng round, the ioyntes. Ibid. vm. 105 They are en- 
wrapped both with the thinne, and also the hard Mem- 
brans. 1602 Holland Pliny 1 1. 280 1 1 ought to be applied 
enwrapped well in wool!. 1683 A. Snape Anat. Horse iv. 
xxi. (1686 1 288 For it enwrappeth almost all the Muscles 
of the Thigh. 1725-6 Pope Odyss. vm. 339 Down rushed 
the toils, enwrapping as they lay The careless lovers. 1775 
R. Chandler Trav. Asia M. (2825) I. 82 The women of 
the Turks . . when they go out, are enwrapped in white 
linen. 2830 Lindley Nat. Syst . Bot. 144 Petals . . enwrap- 
ping the stamens. 2843 P. Parley's Ann. VI. 80 The body 
of a man. .enwrapped in a shrouef. 

0 . 1382 Wyclif 2 Kings ii. 8 Helyas tooke his mantyll, 
and inwrappyde it. , — Prov. xxi x. 6 The sinnende wicke 
man a grene shal inwrappe. 1533 Eden Decades W. Ind. 
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». ix. (Arb.) 132 When shee seeth her younge chekyn in- 
wrapped in towe or fiaxe. 1605 Bacon Adv. Learn, n. 
xxii. § 6 How they [the affections], are enwrapped one within 
another, <z 1661 Fuller Worthies , Wiltshire hi. 165 His 
Armes . . three Children-heads * . Inwrapped about their 
necks, with as many Snakes Proper. 1750 G. Hughes Bar- 
bados 253 Inwrapped in sometimes ten or eleven green 
husky leaves. 

b. transfi. To wrap, enfold closely in a sur- 
rounding medium, e.g. clouds, darkness, vapour. 
Of the medium : To envelop. Also Jig. 

a. 1545 Udall Erasm . Par. Lithe (1548) xxiii. 806 En- 
wrapping his minde and sentence in the mistical darknesse 
of parables. 1563 Sackville Mirr. Mag. Induct. 5 The 
mantels rent, wherein enwrapped been The gladsome groves. 
1640 Bp. Hall Rem. Whs. n. (1660) 38 Neither can it ever 
see more then half the World at once ; darkness the while 
enwraps the other. 1768-74 Tucker Lt. Nat. (1852) II. 
415 The fiery meteor, enwrapt in clouds and darkness. 1848 
Miller First Impr. xi. (1857) 172 It stands half enwrapped 
in tall wood, a 1849 Poe E. B. Browning Wks. 1864 III. 
403 A mystical something or nothing enwrapped in a fog 
of rhapsody. 

J 3 . 1590-6 Spenser F. Q. (J.\ Arachne. .Spread her subtil 
net, Inwrapped in foul smoak. 1668 Howe Bless. Righteotis 
(1825) 53 And inwraps it in the blackness of darkness for 
ever. 1878 G. Macdonald Phantasies III. xxii. 161 ln- 
wrapt me like an odorous vapour. 

c. Const, from. 

a 1849 Poe Valentine Poems (1859) 57 Her own sweet 
name that nestling lies upon the page, enwrapped from every 
reader. 1883 T. Hardy in Longm. Mag. J uly 254 The inevit- 
able glooms of a straitened hard-working life occasionally 
enwrap him from such pleasures as he has. 

2. jig. a. To contain implicitly, involve. 

1642 Observ. on his Majesty's Answ. to Decl. Pari. 13 
Whether this or that Doctrine enwraps the greatest Danger. 
1649 Roberts Clavis Bibl. 619 The benefits enwrapped in 
this salvation for the Church. 1882 Pop. Science Monthly 
XXII. 148 An act which in wraps so much of irreparable loss. 

b. To ‘ wrap J in slumber, trance, etc. ; to absorb 
or engross in contemplation, thought, etc. 

In some applications of this sense the pa. pple. is liable 
to be confused with Enrapt, q. v. 
a. 1600 Fairfax Tasso xiv. xvii, Enwrapt in fond desire. 
1601 Shaks. T met. N. iv. iii. 3 Though ’tis wonder that 
enwraps me thus, Yet ’tis not madnesse. 1629 Milton 
Nativity 134 If such holy song Enwrap our fancy long. 

g. 1589 Greene A rcactia 1616 41 His trance, wherein the 
present wonder had inwrapt him. 1641 Milton Ch. Discip. 
11.(1851) 68, I doe now feele my selfe inwrapt on thesodaine 
into those mazes and Labyrinths of dreadfull and hideous 
thoughts.. 1836-9 Dickens Sk. Boz 176/2 Too much in- 
wrapped in the contemplation of his happiness. 

t o. To involve, implicate, entangle (in danger, 
guilt, suffering) ; to involve in a common fate 
with another. Ohs. 

a. 1382 Wyclif 1 Sam. xv. 6 Departith fro Amalech, lest 
perauenture I enwrappe thee with hem. 1617 Collins Def. 
Bp. Ely I. i. 74 We should feare to be enwrapped in his 
danger. 1636 Sanderson Serm. II.. 47 And from enwrap- 
ping himself within the guilt of their transgressions. 1826 
E. Irving Babylon II. vi. 133 That day of wrath. . fearfully 
enwrappeth them all in the horrors of its last hour. 

g. 1563-87 Foxe A. fy M. (1596) 97/1 They inwrapped 
tnemselues in . .miserie and desolation. 1635 N. R. tr. Cam- 
den's Hist. Eliz. iv. 178 His confession, .inwrapped many. 
1675 Brooks Gold. Key Wks. 1867 V. 147 The first Adam. . 
plunged himself into all unrighteousness, and so inwrapped 
himself in the curse. 

Hence Enwra-pped, -wra*pt ppl. a. 

1598 Chapman Iliad 1. 313 To heaven the thick fumes 
bore Enwrapped savours. 1605 Bacon Adv. Learn, n. xxiii. 
§ 33 Somewhat viscous and inwrapped, and not easy to turn. 
<*1638 Mede Wks. 1. xliv. 250 When the inwrapped Pro- 
mises were unfolded and revealed. 1868 S elded s Table-t. 
(Arb.) Introd. 9 Their inwrapped principles may be under- 
stood in their nature. 

Enwrapping, in-wrapping (en-, inrarpir)), 
vbl. sb. [f. prec. + -ing 1 .] The action of the verb 
Enwrap. Also concr. a fold. lit. and Jig. 

1543 Traheron Vigo’s Chirurg. 1. x. 10 The third and 
laste of the smal guttes . . hathe many involutions and in- 
wrappynges. 1561 T. Norton Calvin’s Inst. iv. 62 Darke 
by reason of many doutefull enwrappyngs. 1567 Maplet 
Gr. Forest 34 It [Bindweede] . . troubleth them with the in- 
wrapping and circumplication about y> other their stem or 
stalk. 16x9 W. Sclater Expos. 1. Tkess. (1630) 22 In re- 
spect of their promiscuous enwrapping in common calami- 
ties. 1840 Arnold in Stanley Life $ Corr. (1844) II.. App. 
420 Their [the Apennines’] infinite beauty of outline, and 
the endless enwrappings of their combes. 

Enwrapping, inwrapping (en-, inrse piq), 
Jpl. a. [f. Enwrap v. 4 - -ingA] That enwraps; 
enclosing; enveloping. 

1850 Browning Christm. Eve <$• Easter Day 243 See the 
enwrapping rocky niche. 1862 H. Spencer First Princ. il 
x. § 84 (1875) 258 Radiation from the enwrapping cloud. 

+Enwra*pment, inwra’pment. Ohs. rare. 
[f. Enwrap v. + -ment.] The action of enwrap- 
ping ; the state of being enwrapped. Also concr . 
a wrapping, covering. 

1753 Shuckford Creation 203 They wreathed together a 
fohature of the fig-tree, and made themselves enwrapments. 
1793 Month. Mag. VI. 552 The inwrapment in surplices of 
linen. 

Enwreathe, inwreathe (en-, inrrff). Also 
7 inwreath, [f. En - 1 + Wreathe v.] trans. 
+ a. To wrap or envelop in (ohs.). b. To wreathe, 
intertwine with. e. To surround as with a wreath. ; 
to encircle as a wreath does. lit. and Jig. 

1620 Shelton Quite. II. xiv. (R.), Enwreathed in a sail 
and thrown into the sea. 1630 Brathwait Eng. Genii. 87 
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Such plants as they [the endive or misselto] inwreath. 1667 
Milton P. L. m. 361 With these that never fade the Spirits 
Elect Bind thir resplendent locks inwreath’d with beams. 
X730 Thomson Autumn 937 Nor less the palm of peace 
enwreathes thy brow. 1791 Mrs. Radcliffe Rom. Forest 
ii, The lofty battlements, thickly enwreathed with ivy. 
1850 Mrs. Browning Poems II. 47, I gaze upon her beauty 
Through the tresses that en wreathe it. 1853 G. Johnston 
Nat. Hist. E. Bord. I. 75 Groups of thorn, hazel and sloe, 
enwreathed with honeysuckle. 1859 Geo. Eliot A . Bede 
70 It was not at all a distressed blush, for it was inwreathed 
with smiles and dimples. 1879 Browning Pheidippides 49 
Oak and olive and bay, — I bid you cease to enwreathe 
Brows made bold by your leaf ! 

Hence Enwrea*tlied ppl. a. 

X63X Brathwait Whimzies , Gamester 42 Walking . . with 
. .an enwreathed arm like a dispassionate lover. 1820 Keats 
Hyperion 1. 219 Bowers of fragrant and enwreathed light. 

Enwrite, Enwrong : see En -prefi. 1 3. 

En wrought: see Inwrought. 

Eny, obs. variant of Any. 

Enykynnes, variant of Anykyns, Obs. 

1377 Langl. P. PI. B. ii. 200 Fettereth fast falsenesse for 
enykynnes 3iftes. 

Enymy, obs. form of Enemy. 

1375 Barbour Bruce v iii. 80 Magre all his enymyss, etc. 

Enyoke : see En - prefij 3. 

Enys, variant of Enes adv. Obs. once. 

Enyyn-, enyntysch, van ff. Anientishzl Ohs. 
Enzone : see En- prefj 1 a. 

Enzootic (enz^tik), a. and sb. [f. Gr. Iv in 
4 <$ov animal + -10, on the analogy of chaotic , 
hypnotic , etc. Of. Fr. enzootique .] 

A. adj. ‘Applied to diseases of cattle peculiar 
to a district, climate, or season, in the same 
manner as Endemic is employed to indicate those 
of human beings 1 (Syd. Soc. Lex.). 

33. sh. An enzootic disease. 

x88o Times 15 Sept. 7/6 Fortified by a knowledge of en- 
demics and enzootics in other regions. 1882 G, Fleming 
Vivisection m xgth Cent. No. 61. 472 The disease [anthrax] 
is enzSotic in the half-submerged valleys . . of Catalonia. 

£0. A game of chance, in which the appro- 
priation of the stakes is determined by the falling 
of a ball into one of several niches marked E or 
O respectively. Also attrib. 

1750 Coventry Pompey Lit. 1. xv. (1785) 36/2 For the sake 
of playing at E O. 1827 Hone Every-Day Bk. II. 112 The 
profits gained by E O Tables, Rouge et Noir, etc. 

Eo», prefix , employed as combining form of 
Gr. Tjcos dawn, in scientific terms of recent origin, 
chiefly Geol. and Faineant. First used in Eocene, 
with the sense ‘characterized by the “dawn” or 
faintly recognizable beginnings of* (the recent 
fauna and flora) ; subsequently, with similar no- 
tion, in Eophytic (fjtffrtik), a. [ 4- Gr. <pvr 6 v plant 
4- -ic], characterized by the earliest appearance of 
plant -life. Eozoic (J|<?z£u*ik), a. [+ Gr. £<Sov | 
animal], characterized by the earliest appearance 
of animal life ; said of the Laurentian strata and 
the period represented by them. Also in mod.L. 
names of fossil genera, believed to be the earliest 
representatives of types still existing, as EoMppus 
(fi<?hi'p»s) [ + Gr. tniros horse], the oldest known 
genus of the horse family. Eopteris (Xj^pteris) 

[ + Gr. irrepls fern], a genus including the oldest 
known fern. Eosanrns (fi<?s§*r#s), the oldest 
known genus of saurians. Eozoon (J\ozd^pi\) [ + 
Gr. £<£ov animal], a supposed genus of foraminifers 
or rhizopods, at one time regarded as the earliest 
known animal ; its alleged remains are now be- 
lieved to be of inorganic origin ; hence Eozo-onal 
a., pertaining to the eozoon. 

1879 Le Conte Elem. Geol. 5o4*Eohippus. .a small animal 
no bigger than a fox, having three toes on the hind foot and 
four perfect ones on the fore foot. x88o Huxley in Times 
25 Dec. 4/1, I do not see . . any reason, to doubt that the 
eocene equidae were preceded by mesozoic forms, which dif- 
fered from eohippus in the same way as eohippus differs 
from equus. 1880 Dawson Earth $ Man ii. 32 An *Eophy- 
tic period preceding the Eozoic. 1879 Le Conte Elem. 
Geol. 404 Unless we except the *Eosaurus, these are. the 
first true reptiles found. 1873 Dawson Earth Man ii. x8 
*Eozoic or those [rocks] that afford the traces of the earliest 
known living beings. 1871 Hunt in Proc. Amer. Assoc. 
Set. 53 Subsequently to the eozoic times, silicated rocks, .are 
comparatively rare. 1872 Darwin Orig. Spec. x. 287 The 
existence of the *Eozoon in the Laurentian formation of 
Canada is generally admitted. 1879 Le Conte Elem. Geol. 
275 A section of an *Eozoonal mass. x88i R. Etheridge 
in Jml. Geol. Soc. XXXVIII. 54 The prevalent limestones, 
Eozoonal or otherwise. 

Eoan (fi<?u - an), a. [f. L. ed-us, a. Gr. 770)0?, f. 
rjoj-s dawn + -an.] Of or pertaining to the dawn ; 
eastern. 

<21822 Shelley Liberty xv, The morning-star Beckons 
the Sun from the Eoan wave. 1827 Sir H. Taylor Com. 
nenus iii. 5 (D.) The Mithra of the middle world, That 
sheds Eoan radiance on the West. 

Eocene (fM), a. Geol. [f. Gr. fjw-s dawn 
(see Eo-) + fcatvbs new, recent.] 

1. The epithet applied to the lowest division of 
the Tertiary strata, and to the geological period 
which they represent. 

1833 Lyell Princ. Geol. (ed. 2) III. 54 The period next an- 
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tecedent we shall call Eocene. 1851 Richardson Geol. vii. 
174 The eocene group is characterised by a total absence 
of cycadese. 1878 Huxley Physiogr. 214 The Eocene rocks 
once spread over the whole surface of this chalk. . 

fig. 1856 Darwin Let. 17 June .1887) II. 73 His Geology 
also is rather eocene as I told him. 1864 Lowell Fire- 
side Trav. X03 These eocene periods of the day are not 
fitted for sustaining the human forms. of life. 1870 Daily 
TeL 22. Sept., Its deep roots shot back into the eocene strata 
of civilisation. 

2. quasi-jrA 

1851 Richardson Geol. xi. 370, 1. Upper Eocene. 2. Mid- 
dle Eocene. 3. Lower Eocene. 

jig . 1877 Blacicmore Erema II. xxxvi. 221 The calm 
deep eocene of British rural mind. 

Eode, ME. and OE. pa. t. of Go. 

Eofen, obs. form of Heaven. 

Eoil©, obs. form of Oil. 

Eoli, variant of Ele, oil, Obs. 

Eolian, Eolie, Eolipyle, var. ff. JEolian, etc. 
Eom, obs. form of am : see Be v. 

Eom, variant of Eme, Ohs. uncle. 

Eon, variant form of A£on. 

+ Eo*nt. [OE. gnl.] A giant. 

a 1000 Ruin (Gr.) 2 BrosnaS enta %eweorc. c XX7S Lamb. 
Horn. 93 Eontas wolden areran . . anne stepel. 

Eorl, obs. and Hist, form of Earl. 

Eorne, var. of Eaun adv. Ohs. earnestly. 
Eornen, variant of Rinnen : see Run. 
Eornest, obs. form of Earnest. 

Eorre, var. f. Irre sh. and a. Ohs., anger, angry. 
So sin (DAsin). Chem. [f, Gr. the morning 
red, the dawn + -in.] A red dye-stuff produced by 
the addition of bromine to a solution of fluorescin 
in glacial acetic acid. Its potassium salt, known 
in commerce as ‘soluble eosin’ or ‘ eosin’, is used 
as a rose-coloured dye. Also attrib. 

1866 A. Flint Princ. Med. (1880)866 The addition of some 
coloring agent, such as iodine or eosine, is of assistance in 
searching for them. 1879 Watts Diet. Chem., Eosin. 1885 
Athenaeum 27 June 8 .>7/3 Coal-tar colours, especially eosine 
reds, have been employed in the artificial flower manufacture. 

Eotand, -end, var. of Eten, Obs. giant. 

-eons, suffix, occurring in adjs., is chiefly f. L. 
-e-us + -ous. The Eng. words with this suffix are 
for the most part practically mere adaptations of 
L. adjs. in -eus, the senses of which they generally 
retain. While, however, the L. adjs. in -eus f. 
sbs. denoting material substances have usually the 
sense ‘ composed of as well as the sense ‘ of the 
nature of, resembling’, their Eng. derivatives in 
-eous express the latter meaning only : compare, 
e. g. argenieotts , ligneous , vitreous , with the corre- 
sponding words in Latin. In a very few cases 
(e.g. aqueous ) Eng. adjs. in -ecus have been formed 
directly on L. sbs. The L. ending - eus also 
occurs as part of a complex suffix, as in the words 
in - aceus (see -aceous) and -dneus (cf. consen- 
taneous , instantaneous ). 

2. In beauteous , bounteous , duteous , plenteous , 
the ending -ecus arises from the addition of the 
suffix - ous to - te , earlier form of -ty ; but in the 
older words of this formation -teous replaces an 
earlier -tivous, f. Fr. -tif + -ous ; e. g. bounteous 
was originally bountivous , f. Fr. bontif, f. bonte : 
see Bounty. 

3. In a few instances -eous is an analogical de- 
formation of other suffixes, as in righteous (for 
rightwise ), courteous, for ME. curteis a. OFr. cur- 
teis (-eis L. -ensem). 

Eovese, obs. form of Eaves. 

Eow, obs. form of Yew. 

Eow, -er, etc., obs. forms of You, Your, etc. 
Eowberge, obs. form of Yewberry. 

+ Eowde. Obs. [OE. eowde : — OTeut. type 
*awidjo K m , f. *awf-s, OE. eozuu Ewe. Cf. OHG. 
ewit, Goth, awbpi of same meaning, but different 
formation.] A flock of sheep. 

<21000 Andreas 1669 Ne scealt j?u ]>set eowde anforlse- 
tan. c 1000 Ags. Ps. lxxviii. 14 We pin folc waerun and fsele 
sceap eowdes pines, a 1175 Cott. Horn. 245 3 if be hit pan 
jemet, he hit ber$ an his eaxlun to para eowde oder falde. 

Eozoic, Eozoon, etc. ; see Eo- prej. 

Bp-, prefix, in words a. or ad. Gr., or f. Gr. 
elements, represents !«*-, shortened form of Wi 
before a vowel';' see Eei-, 

Epacrid (epaekrid). Bot. [ad. mod.L. epacrid- 
em, f. Gr. km + atepts summit ; so called by Forster 
(1 776) because ‘the plants of this genus are gene- 
rally found on mountain tops ’ (Foister, Charac- 
ters Gene rum Plant. 10). In sense b. f. mod.L. 
Epacrid-eas.’] 

a. A plant of the genus Epacris. b. A plant 
of the N.O. Epacrideas, of which this is the typical 
genus ; the order consists of corollifloral dicotyle- 
dons, growing in Australia and the Indian Archi- 
pelago, which resemble the heaths of other countries. 

1881 Blackmore Christovoell i, Choice geraniums lived 
here, and roses, heaths and epacrids. 


EPACT, 


EPEHTHETIC, 


Epact (rpsekt, e'paekt). [ad. Fr. epacte, L; 
epacla , Gr. Arraicrr}, i. Airakrus, vbl. adj. of hrayeiv 
to intercalate, f. Am on+'&yuv to bring ] 

1 . a. (Also pi. epacts.) The number of days that 
constitutes the excess of the solar over the lunar 
year of 12 months, b. The number of days in 
the age of the moon on the first day of the year 
(now Jan. ist, but formerly March 1st or 22nd'. 

a. 1588 A. King Cam's ins* Catech. N vj b, Y> Epact, 

■quhilk is y e nombre of y dayes quhairby y 3ere of y 1 
sone doexceid 3^3 ere of y ' moone. 1603 Sir C. Heydon 
Jud. AstroL xviii. 383 The Epact, or n. daies ouerplus. 
1725 Bradley Fanu Diet. s.v, Year, These eleven Days 
are call’d Epacts. 1730 Phil. Tram . XLVI. 421, 1787 

Bonnycastle Astron , xiv. 237. 

b. 1352 Bk. Com. Prayer , Almanack, heading of col. 3 
The Epacte. 1361 Eden A rt Nauig. 11. vi. 31 This nomber 
of Epact or concurrent is founds. 1394 Blundevie. Exerc . 
vii. i. (ed. 71 654 The Epact [beginneth] the first of March. 
1594 J. Davis Seaman's Seer. (1607) 6 There are two num- 
bers especially required, named the "Prime and the Epact. 
1696 Whistqn i'h. Earth xi. 11722 214 The Eccentricity of 
the Sun is. .exactly coincident with the Epact of the Moon. 
1704 Hf.arne Duct. Hist.' 11714' I 5 The Epact is the num- 
ber of Days of the Moon’s age on the last day of December. 
1704 J. Harris Lex. T'echn.s.v., Divide by 3 ; for each one 
left add Ten; 30 reject : the Prime makes Epact then. 
2816 Playfair Nat. Phil. II. 137 The Epacts ..the ages of 
the moon . . at the beginning of every year. 1867 Denison 
Astron. without Math. 95 The moon’s age at that time is 
called the epact of the year. 

2 . Any intercalated day or days. rare. 

1603 Holland Plutarch's Mor. Gloss., Epact, the day 
put to, or set in, to make the leape yeere. 1880 Content p. 
Rev. Apr. 585 The five days which the Egyptians added 
by way of epact to the twelve months of thirty days each. 
8. attrib. 

1876 Prayer-bk. Interleaved 55 By means of the Epact 
Almanack, Easter-day for any year may be readily found. 

Epactal (/parkt&l, epse-ktal), a. Anal. [f. Gr, 
e micros (see prec.) 4- -al.] 1 Imported ; foreign’ 

(Syd. Soc. Lex.). Epactal bone : the Wormian bone 
at the superior angle of the occipital bone. 

1878 Bartley tr. Topinards Anthrop. u. i. 207 The ex- 
ceptionally large ossa Wormiana. .an epactal, for example. 

t Epseneiilc, a. Obs. Also 7 epsenitic, 8 
epainetic. [ad. Gr. eirouverifcos, f. kitatviuv to 
praise.] Laudatory, panegyrical. 

1673 Phillips Theatr. Poet . Pref. **5b, In whatever kind 
of Poetry,, whether the Epic, the Dramatic, .the Eptenetic, 
the Bucolic, or the Epigram. 1687 Winstanley Lives Eng. 
Poets Pref., Some addicting themselves most to the Epick . . 
other to the Elegiack, the Epsenitick, the Bucolick, or the 
Epigram. 1736 Bailey, Epainetick Poem comprehends 
the Hymn, the Epithalamium, the Genethliacon, or what 
else tends to the praise or congratulation of the Divine 
persons and persons eminent upon earth. 

IjEpagOge (epag<7«'gf ). [Gr. I ra 70*717, f. iir- 
ayw to bring in, f. Am to + dynv to bring.] The 
method of bringing forward a number of particular 
instances to lead to a general conclusion; argument 
by induction. Epagoglc a. [ad. Gr. Anayuyut-os], 
ox an inductive nature. 

In mod. Diets. 

Epagomenic (e^pagme-nik), a. [f. Gr. hr- 
ayopAv-rj {ffjxkpd) intercalated (day), pass. pple. of 
errayeiv (see prec.) + -ic.] Intercalary (days) ; 
(gods) worshipped on intercalary days. 

1839 Erased s Mag. XX. 211 The epagomenaic [sic], i.e. 
as the gods of the five clays which formed no part of the 
month, or of the old solar year. x8BoA thenseum 23001.535/3 
Rites to be performed or omitted on the epagomenic days. 
EpaIea*ceOUS, a. Bot . [f. E- pref.o + L. palea 
chaff + -aceous.] Having no chaffy scales. 

In mod. Diets. 

Epalpate (*'pae*lp#Va. Ent. [f. E- pref. 3 + 
L. palpus the soft palm of the hand, in mod.L. a 
feeler.] Having no palpi or feelers. 

1884 in Syd. Soc, Lex. 

Epalpebrate (fpseripfbrft) , a. [f. E- pref$ + 
L. palpebra eyelid + -ate^.] Having no eyebrows. 
1884 in Syd. Soc. Lex. 

Epama-, before stems beginning with a vowel 
epan-i a combination of two Greek preposi- 
tions !it(i) upon, in addition + ava up, again, oc- 
curring in some rhetorical terms, adopted from 
Greek. Epamadiplo-sis [Gr. UirXoxns a doubling; 
cf. Anadiplosis], (see quots.). Epanale-psis [Gr. 
Xqfis a taking, f. Rrji 3 - ; cf. Analepsy], a figure 
by which the same word or clause is repeated 
after intervening matter. Epana*phora [ Gr. <popa 
a carrying] « Anaphoka. Epaua stroplie [Gr. 
arpoip-q turning; cf. Anastrophe], a figure by 
which the end-word of one sentence becomes the 
first word of the next. Epamodos, also erron. 
6 epanodis, 7, 9 epanados [Gr. 65 ds way ; cf. 
Anode], a. the repetition of a sentence in an in- 
verse order ; b. a return to the regular thread of 
discourse after a digression. E-panortlio sis [Gr. 
opOaiais a setting straight, f. opBottv, f. 6p96s straight], 
a figure in which a word is recalled, in order to 
substitute a more correct or stronger term. Hence 
E-panortfroidc a. 

1678 Phillips, *Epanadiplosis. .a Rhetorical figure wherein 
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a sentence’ begins and ends with the same word; as 
Severe to his servants, to his children severe. 1736 Bailey, 
Epanadiplosis . . In Latin this figure is called Inclusw. 
3847 Craig, Epanadiplosis. 3589 Puttenham Eng. Poesie 
Hi. xix. (Arb.) 210 * Epanalepsis, or the Eccho sound. .Much 
must he be beloued, that loueth much- a 3619 Fotherby 
Atkeom. (1622) Pref. 10 A Poeticall Epanalepsis or redupli- 
cation. 3736 Bailey, Epanalepsis , a repetition. 3847 Craig, 
Epanalepsis. 2678 Phillips, *Epauaphora, a figure m 
which the same word begins several sentences. 2864 
W ebster, Epanaphora. 2864 Webster, *Epanastrophe. 
1589 Puttenham Eng. Poesie hi. xix. (Arb.) 229 *Epanodis, 
or the figure of Retire, a 1679 Hobbes Rhei. (1840! 523 
Epanados . . signifies the turning to the same tune. 1822 
Knox & Jebb Corr. II. 79 The epanodos, or., speaking 
first, to the latter of two propositions; afterwards, to the 
former. 2847 Craig, Epanodos . . a rhetorical figure, when 
a sentence or member is inverted, or repeated backward. 
1379 E. K. Gloss. Spenser’s Sheph. Cal. Jan. 61 A prety 
*Epanorthosis in these two verses. 2672 H._ More Brief 
Reply 17a By a seasonable Epauorthosis he straight way adds, 
etc. 1736 Bailey, Epanorthosis. 1847 Craig, Epan orthosis. 

Epailthous (epEe-nj?9s), a. Bot . [f. Gr. AttJ) 
4 av9 - os flower + -oos.] Growing upon flowers, as 
certain fungi. In mod. Diets. 

Eparcll (e-paik). Also 7 eparck. [a. Gr. 
Arrapx-os, f. Iir(<) over 4 upxo y ruler. J 

1 . a. Hist. Used as equivalent to the L. prm- 
f edits prefect, b. In mod. usage: The governor 
of an eparchy or administrative division in the 
kingdom of Greece. 

2636 Blount Glossogr. Epctrch , the President of a Pro- 
vince. 1788 Gibbon Bed. 4 F. ( 1846) V. liii. 245 The eparch 
or prefect of the city. 1827 Sir H. Taylor Comnenas u. 
iii, The eparchs will resort To the Bucoleon. 1884 J. T. 
Bent in Macm. Mag. Oct. 431/2 These. eparchs again look 
after the demarchs or mayors of the various towns. 

2 . Eccl. a. Hist. The metropolitan (bishop) 
of a province, b. In the Greek (Russian) Church : 
The metropolitan (bishop^ of an eparchy. 

2691 Grascome Reply to Vind. Disc. Unreasonableness 
Neao Separ. 22 The African Fathers were such Enemies to 
the Titles of Eparck or Patriarch. 2882-3 Schaff Encycl. 
Relig. Knowl. III. 1927 Under him L the patriarch] the 
eparchs in the provinces. 

Hence E*parc3iate [see -ate I]. = next. 

2882-3 Schaff Encycl. Relig. Knowl. III. 1763 The three 
eparchates of Palestine. 

Epa rchial, a. [f. next + -AL.] Pertaining to 
an eparchy. 

2882 3 Schaff Encycl. Relig. Knowl. 2082 Under these 
chief academies are the eparchial seminaries, with many 
circuit and parish schools. 

Eparcliy (e*pa.iki). [ad. Gr. h mpyia., f. etrap- 
\os : see prec ] A district or province under the 
government of an eparch. 

1 . One of the subdivisions of the modern king- 
dom of Greece ; a division of a nomarchy. 

2838 Penny Cyel. XL 433/2 Deputies from the communes 
assemble at the chief town of the eparchy, c 1830 Nat. 
Encycl. I. 839 It forms part of the eparchy of Naxos. 2880 
Encycl. Brit XI. 85 (art. Greece ) The [13] nomarchies are 
sub-divided into 59 eparchies. 

2 . In the Russian 1 Greek) Church: A diocese. 

1796 Morse Amer. Geog. II. 87 Bishops . . preside over 

dioceses called Eparchies. 1798 Malthus Popul. (1878)153 
It [a statistical work on Russia] contains all the eparchies 
except Bruzlaw. 1862 Neale Ess. Liturg . (1867) 302 All 
the sees are divided into eparchies. 

f Epassy:tero'tically, adv. nonce-wd. [f. Gr. 
hraoo-vrtpov one upon another ; cf. chaotically. 

165* Urquhart. Jewel Wks. (1834) 249 He killed seven of 
them epassyterotically, that is, one after another. 

Epatie, -ke, obs. ff. Hepatic, etc. 

If Epaule (epgvl). Fortif Also 8 espaule. 
[a. Fr. epaule (earlier espaule j, shoulder.] The 
*■ shoulder ’ of a bastion, i.e. the place where the 
face and flank meet. 

2702 Mil. Diet., Epaule. 1704 J. Harris Lex. Techn., 
Epaul, espaul. 2727 Chambers, Epaule , or Espaule. 2748 
Earthquake of Peru i. 48 Which makes the Angle of the 
Epaule 130 Degrees. 2833 Stocqueler Mil. Encycl, s. v. 

Epanlemesxt (epg lment). Fortif. Also 7 es- 
paulment, 9 epaulment. [a. Fr. epaulement 
(earlier esp-) f i. ipauler to protect (troops) by an 
epaulement, f. ipaule shoulder.] e A covering mass 
raised to protect from the fire of the enemy, but 
differing from a parapet in having no arrangement 
made for the convenient firing over it by defenders ’ 
(Adm. Smyth). 

1687 J. Richards Jml. Siege Buda 8 To beat the Enemy 
from an Espaulment they had made to flank the Breach. 
1748 Smollett Rod. Rand. xlv. (1804) 306, I never saw an 
epaulement but once — and that was at the siege of Namur. 
1811 Pinkerton Petral. I, 43 Fasces of prisms, projecting 
from the wall, likeepaulements. 2859 F. Griffiths Artil. 
Man. (1862) 252 On the balls striking the epaulment, they 
ricoch6d. 

Epaulet, epaulette (e-pglet). [a. Fr. Span* 
kite, f. ipaule shoulder. 

The anglicized spelling epaulet is preferable, on the ground 
that the word is fully naturalized in use ; but the form in 
-ette is at present more common.] 

1 . A shoulder-piece ; an ornament worn on the 
shoulder as part of a military, naval, or sometimes 
of a civil uniform. To win one's epaulets : (of 
a private soldier) to earn promotion to the rank 
of officer. 


2783 Nelson 26 Nov. jn Nicolas Disp. (1845) 1. 89 Here are 
two Navy Captains , . with epaulettes. 2800 Naval Chron. 1 1 1. 
495 The Post Captain under three years standing . . wears 
one epaulet upon the right shoulder. 1816 ‘ Quiz ’ Grand 
Master viii. 220 Gorget, epaulets, and sash, Lion and 
crown — a perfect dash. 1838 Hist. Rec. 4th Dragoon 
Guards 63 The Officers were ordered to wear two Silver 
Epaulettes and an Aiguiilette. 2848 W. H. Kklly tr. L. 
Blanc's Hist. Ten Y. I. 220 Obliged to borrow from Roths- 
child, the banker, the epaulettes he wore as Austrian consul. 
2873 Hamerton Intell. Life m. vi. 101 A soldier wins his 
epaulettes before the enemy. 

b. As equivalent for ‘ officer ‘commission ’. 

2829 Marryat F. Mildrnay xvi, My captain elect, .herded 
not with bis brother epaulettes. 2848 Thackeray Bk. Snobs 
ix, When epaulets are not sold. 

2 . Entom. The plate that covers the base of the 
anterior wings in hymenopterous insects. 

1834 M«Murtrik Cuvier's Anim. Kingd. 435 At the base 
of each of the superior wings is a kind of epaulette, pro- 
longed posteriorly, that corresponds to the piece called 
tegula in the Hymenoptera. 1874 Lubbock Grig. § Met . 
Ins. iii. 56 The ciliated lobes or epaulets. 

3 . Used by antiquarian writers as a name for the 
smaller forms of the shoulder-piece or * pauldron ’ 
in a suit of armour. 

1824 Meyrick Anc. Arm. III. 87 A suit of armour ., re- 
sembling the halecrets of Henry the Eighth’s time in having 
epaulettes, for the shoulder. 

4 . A piece of trimming forming an ornament for 
the shoulder of a lady’s dress. 

2865 Dickens Mut. Fr. i. ii, A shoulder— with a powdered 
epaulette on it — of the mature young lady. 

5 . Comb., as epaulet-like adj. 

2842-71 T. R. Jones Anim. Kingd. (ed. 4) 221 Four 
epaulet-like wreaths of long cilia. 1889 Daily News rz 
Nov. 3/1 Oversleeves of the velvet are heaped up in epaulet- 
like folds upon the shoulders. 

Hence FJ-pauIe:tted ppl. a., furnished or orna- 
mented with epaulets ; wearing epaulets. 

2810 Naval Chron. XXI I I. 351 His epauletted coat. 2836 
E. Howard R. Reefer xxv iii, Heavily-epauletted shoulders. 
1849 Blackw. Mag. LXV. 30 How were the Kabyles to 
distinguish between the acts of the private soldier and of 
the epauleted chief. 2860 Gen. P. Thompson Audi Alt. 
III. exxiv. 77 To don the dress of epauletted hangmen. 

Epaxial (epse'ksial > a. Anat. [f. Ep- + L. 

+ Situated on or above the axis (of 

the body) ; said of muscles, cartilages, etc. that 
lie upon or above the vertebral column looked at 
in a horizontal position. 

1872 Mivart Elan . Anat. 229 Such arches, as they ex- 
tend above the axis, have been called epaxial arches. 

Hence Epa-xially adv., in an epaxial position or 
direction. 

t Epe„ v. Obs. rare. [a. ON. apa OTeitf. 
wSpjan : see Weep.] intr. To cry aloud. 

c 1200 Ormin 9198 pe rowwste iss herrd off ienne mann \>a.tt 
epe|>f> buss i wesste. 

Epe, var. of Yepe a., Obs., active, bold. 

Epeeedean, obs. form of Epicedian. 

Epenceplialic (epemszfarlik), a. Anat. [f. 
Epengephal-on + -ic.J Of or pertaining to the 
epencephalon ; covering the epencephalon. 

2854 Owen in Circ. Sc. (c 1865) II. 53/2 Epencephalic arch. 
2880 Gunthf.r Fishes 85 Epencephalic arch, composed of 
the oceipitals. 

Epenceplialon (epense-fal/n). Anat. [f. Ep- 
+ Encephalon.] The anterior of the two enlarge- 
ments into which the posterior primary vesicle of 
the brain divides. Also called hind-brain * 

2834 Owen in Circ. Sc. (1:2865) II. 59/2 The epencephalon 
. . derives a further . . bony covering from the basispnenoid 
and the parietals. 2881 Mivart Cat 358 The anterior part 
of this third vesicle is sometimes called the Epencephalon. 

Bpemdyma (epe-ndima). [a. Gr. hirivZviia, f. 
imvhvuv, f. Am over + I f on 4 - dveiv to put. Cf. 
Fr. ipendyme.J ‘Virchow’s name for the lining 
membrane of the cerebral ventricles and of the 
central spinal canal ’ (Syd. Soc. Lex.). 

2872 Mivart Elem. Anat. 3 66 Another very delicate epi- 
thelial layer called the ependyma. 2887 Ellis Anat. (ed. xo) 
213 Four of them [ventricles] . . are lined throughout by a 
thin membrane named ependyma. 

Epenthesis (epe*nj>isis). Gram, [late L. 
epenthesis, a. Gr. hrAv9eci$, f. Airi in addition + Iv 
in + Beats placing, f. n-9A-vai to place. Cf. Fr. 
epenthkei] (See quot.) 

In mod. philology applied spec, to the phonetic change 
which consists in the transference of a semi-vowel to the 
syllable preceding that in which it originally occurred, as 
in Gr. yatpw from an earlier *x a r/ UJ - 

*657 J* Smith Myst. Rket. 172 Epenthesis is the inter- 
position of a letter or syllable in the midst of a word. 2888 
King & Gookson Sound f Inflex. Gr. $ Lat. 197 In such 
presents as d Beipto, the et is not to be regarded as the result 
of Epenthesis. 

t £pe f Hthesy 9 obs. var. of prec. In mod. 
Diets. 

Epenthetic (epenjetik), a. [ad, Gr. AirevBc- 
ritcCs : see prec. and ~io.] Pertaining to, or of the 
nature of, epenthesis. Of a letter or sound : In- 
serted in the middle of a word. 

1831 M. Stuart Heb. Gr. (ed. 4) § 308 Future with epen- 
thetic Nun. 2859 Lit. Churchm. V. 87/2 The is con. 
sidered epenthetic, as the true word would be VO, 2883 
Edin. Rev. Oct. 442 An epenthetic t to fill up the sound. 


EPERCOTE. 

Epergne (i'psun).- Also 8 epergn, epargne. 
[peril, a corruption of Fr. epargne saving, eco- 
nomy ; cf. quot. 1779 ; but there is no evidence to 
show how the word acquired its present meaning.] 
A centre-dish, or centre ornament for the dinner- 
table, now often in a branched form, each branch 
supporting a small dish for dessert or the like, 
or a vase for flowers. (From our quots. it 
appears that the earlier use was chiefly to hold 
pickles.) 

1762 Bill of Fare in Pennant London (1813) 562, 2 Grand 
Epergnes filled with fine Pickles. 1775 in Picton L'pool 
Manic. Roc. 199 That Mr. Mayor be desir'd to order a 
handsome silver Epergn. 1779 Mackenzie in Mirror No. 
34 § 6 In the centre . . stood a sumptuous epargne , filled 
[with sweetmeats]. _ 1804 Verses to Dr. Warton in Atm. 
Reg. 928 [His pupils present him with an epergne on his 
resigning the head-mastership of Winchester, hoping that 
it may remind him ‘ of “ Pickles " left behind ’]. 1819 Ban - 
quet 60 Waiter, epergne, and tankard, beaker, vase. 2862 
Dickens Gt. Expect . xi, An epergne or centre-piece of some 
kind was in the middle of the cloth. 

Epetite, obs. var. of Hepatite. 

Epexegesis^ (epe:kstfl3**sisb [a. Gr. 3 ire£<- 
77ms, f. ey€£ 7 }y€i<r 0 cu, f. km in addition + kgrjyacrOai 
to explain : see Exegesis.] The addition of a 
word or words to convey more clearly the meaning 
implied, or the specific sense intended, in a preced- 
ing word or sentence ; a word or words added for 
this purpose. 

1621 Bp. Mountag xs Diatribse 163 The latter part of 
the Apostles assertion is an epexegesis, or explication, of 
the former, a 1641 — Acts # Mon. x 30 Primarily and 
literally, not Princes, but Prophets, which is an epexegesis 
of Anointed. 1888 Pall Mall G. 4 Oct. 3/1 The above may 
be very sound epexegesis. 1889 M. B. Edwards A. Young 
Introd.33 These jottings of old age, interesting as they are, 
err on the side of redundancy and epexegesis. 

Epexegetic (epericsM^e'tik). [ad. Gr. kiregrj- 
777 tik-us, t kTre^yuaBm : see prec.] Pertaining to, 
or of the nature of, an epexegesis ; given as an 
additional explanation. Const, of. 

1888 Athenaeum 3 Nov. 590/1 Ep. I., vv. 18-20.. are 
epexegetic of the preceding verse. 

Epexegetical (epe^ks/dge-tikal), a. [f. prec, 
+ -AL.J = prec. Hence Epe^xegeiucally adv., 
in an epexegetical manner, by way of epexege>is. 

2864 F. Hall in Wilson tr. Vis kmc -pur ana L 104 Accord- 
ing to the commentator, ‘ fierce ' and * mild ’ are epexegetical 
of ‘agreeable' and ‘hideous'. 2865 Athenaeum No. 1986. 
692/1 This superfoetation of epexegetical help. 2872 tr. 
Lange's Comm. Jeremiah 360 ‘ Hunters’ is therefore epex- 
egetical. 2882 J. Robertson tr. Mailed s Heb. Synt. 52 To 
attach, .epexegetically some additional specification : ‘The 
great river, the river Euphrates 

Ephah (rfa). Heb. Antiq. Forms : 4 (ephi), 
7-8 epha, 7- ephah. [a. Heb. HB'N ephah ^ be- 
lieved to be of Egyptian origin. 

Cf. Egyptian apit, a dry measure containing 40 kin , or 
according to Hultsch 18*18 litres =4 gallons. The form ephi 
is a. L . ephi (Vulg.)=Gr. ot0t (LXX.). The Gr. and Lat. 
forms cannot be adoptions of the Heb. word, but appear 
to be taken directly from Egyptian ; the Gr. is stated by 
Hesychius to be the name of an Egyptian measure.] 

A Hebrew dry measure, identical in capacity 
with the bath ; see Bath sb$ ; it is variously said 
to have contained from 4! to 9 gallons. Also Jig. 

1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. xix. cxxviii. (1495) 932 
Batus is in fletynge thynges . . Ephi in drye thynges. 1612 
Bible Ezek, xlv. 10 Ye shall haue iust ballances, and a iust 
Ephah, and a iust Bath. 2622 A. Cooke Pope Joan in 
Harl. Misc. (Malh.) IV. 10 By your Grace’s means, the 
epha, wherein popish wickedness sitteth, maybe lifted up 
between the earth and the heaven. 2660 Fuller Mixt 
Contempt. (2841) 277 Some have had a hin. .others an ephah 
of afflictions. 1721 Bailey, Epha. 

Ephebe (efz*b). Gr. Antiq. [ad. L. epheb-us, 
a. Gr. (-(prjQos, f. km upon +• rjfirj early manhood.] 
Among the Greeks, a young citizen from eighteen 
to twenty years of age, during which he was occu- 
pied chiefly with garrison duty. Also in L. form 
Ephebns (efrb#s). Hence Ep 3 ie*Mc a of or 
pertaining to an ephebus, or to early manhood. 

[2697 Potter Antiq, Greece 1. ix. (17151 48 They who were 
enroll’d amongst the Ephebi. 1807 Robinson A rchaeol. 
Graeca 11. xviii. 275 The ephebi . . were youths that had 
arrived at the age of eighteen years.] 1880 Waldstein 
Pythag. Rhegion 5 So soon as they became ephebes . . their 
hair was cut off to the length, etc. 1865 Grote Plato I, lii. 
1 16 «<?/<?, His [riEschines'] two ephebic years. 2884 L. Morris 
Songs U tisung in Times 9 June 5, 1 . . marked . . my youngest 
born . . doffing his ephebic robe. 

Ephectic (efe*ktik), a. [ad. Gr. tye/cri/cbs, f. 
to check, hold back, hence to suspend (one’? 
judgement), f. km upon + %x BlV to hold.] Character- 
ized by suspense of judgement. In ancient use, 
a distinctive epithet, of the Sceptic school of 
philosophers. 

a 1693 IJrquhart Rabelais hi, xxxvi, 303 The Schools of 
the Pyrronian . . Sceptick, and Ephectick Sects. ^ 2883 
Saintsbury in Daily Hews 20 Dec. 6/2 Montaigne's attitude 
was ephectic. 

■f Ephe mera, a. and sb . 1 Path . Obs. Forms : 
4-7 effimera, 6 ephimera, 7-9 ephemera ; pi. 
7 ephemeraes, 8-9 -8&, -as. Also in adapted 
forms 6-7 efflmere, 6 ephimer. [a. med.L. ephb 
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mera (sc. febrH, fem. of ephcmerus, a. Gr. kcf>f}- 
pepos lasting only for a day, f. km (see Epi-) + 
■qp-kpa day. The adapted forms are perh. through 
OF. ejfimerei] 

A. adj. Of a fever : Lasting only for a day ; 

4 ephemeral \ B. sb. An ephemeral, fever. 

1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. JR. vn. xxxiv. (2495 1 248 Effi- 
mera, one dayes feuer is as it were the heete of one daye. 
1528 Paynel Salerne Regint. C, Afeuereffimere is engen- 
dred of vapours and smudge fumes. 2547 Boorde Brev. 
Health cxxxvi. 50 In Englyshe it is named the Ephimer 
fever . . The fever doth dye that daye in the which he doth 
infest any man. 2385 Lloyd Treas. Health R iij. Of the 
A gew callyd ephimera which endureth but one daye. 1625 
Hart Anat. Ur. u. ix. 112 That Feauer which we call 
Ephemera, not exceeding foure and twentie houres. 1707 
Floyer Physic. Pulse-Watch 115 Ephemeras oft end in 
Hectics, Or Intermittents, because the Pulse is a-like frequent 
in all of them. 2813 J. Thomson Led. Infiam . 105 The 
ephemera from cold may be regarded as an idiopathic fever. 
Ephemera (/femora), sbP PL ephemerae, 
-as. [a. mod.L. ephemera (? sc. mused) : see prec. 

In med.L. ephemera was neut. pi., a. Gr. iibrjiiepa used in 
this sense by Aristotle (see Ephemerqn'. The earlier Eng. 
instances are possibly due to the common practice of treat- 
ing plurals in - a as sing. Linnaeus however used the word 
as fem., making it the name of a genus (of much wider 
extent than the genus now so called. ] 

1 . An insect that (in its imago or winged form) 
lives only for a day. In mod. entomology the 
name of a genus of pseudo-neuropterous insects 
belonging to the group Ephetneridtz (Day-flies, 
May-flies). 

. 2677 Hale Prim. Orig . Man. n. vi. 270 But Ephemeraes 
in duration, and little other than Insects in extent. 2750 
Johnson Rambler No. 82 p 7, I . . have discovered a new 
ephemera. 1823 Bingley Anim. Biog. ted. 4) III. 235 The 
Common Ephemera, ^ or Day-fly. 2873 Dawson Earth <$• 
Man vi. 236 Shad-flies or ephemeras, which spend their 
earlier days under water. 

2 . transf. and Jig. One who or something which 
has a transitory existence. 

2751 Johnson Rambler No. 145 ? 11 These papers of a 
day, the Ephemerae of learning. 2783 Crabbe Newspaper 
Wks. 1834 II. 219 These base ephemeras, so born To die 
before the next revolving morn. 2813 Scribbleomania 58 
When the new-fangled ephemerae of fashion shall be no 
more. 1886 H. F. Lester Under 2 Fig Trees 33 [A char- 
woman is] a kind of domestic ephemera which flutters briefly 
in the scullery and then is seen no more. 

Ephemeral (2fe*roeral), a. {sb.) [f. Gr. kq>-f}- 
uep-os (see prec.) + -al.] 

A. adj. 

1 . a. Of diseases : Beginning and ending in a 
day. b. Of insects, flowers, etc.; Existing for 
one day only, or for a very few days. 

a. 2576 Newton tr. Lenmie's Complex. (1633') 164 The cor- 
ruption of the Ayre is the cause of this grievous maladie or 
Ephemeral! Ague. 2866 A. Flint Princ. Med. (1880 1 945 If 
very short, lasting only a single day, it is. . an ephemeral fever. 

b. 2826 Kirby & Sp. Entomol. 11828) IV. xlix. 523 Some 
insects are so ephemeral that they are to be found only for 
a few days.^ 2864 Intell. Observ. No. 33. 149 The perfect 
Ephemeral imago. 2875 Helps Ess., Exerc. Benevolence 
36 The insects, .poor ephemeral things. 2880 Gray Struct. 
Boi. vi. § 5. 243 Ephemeral or Fugacious, lasting for only 
a day ; as the petals of Poppy. 

2 . In more extended application : That is in 
existence, power, favour, popularity, etc. for a short 
time only; short-lived; transitory. 

a 1639 Sir H. Wotton Reliq . Wot ion. (1685) 220 An ephe- 
meral fit of applause, a 2639 Bp. Morton Episc. Justified 
(1670) 142 A Deambulatory, Hebdomatical (or peradventure 
Ephemeral) Office, 1810 T. Jefferson Writ. (1830) IV. 237 
His ministers, however weak and profligate in morals, are 
ephemeral. 2822 Knox On Grammar Schools 157 The gale 
of ephemeral popularity. 2825 Syd. Smith Sp. Wks. 1859 
II. 204/2 Their ephemeral liberty. 2867 Freeman Norm. 
Conq. (18761 I. vi. 481 Empires like those of Alexander, 
Charles, and Cnutare in their own nature ephemeral, 
b. absol. 

1873 Browning A ristoph. Apol. 127 May I, the ephemeral, 
ne'er scrutinize Who made the heaven and earth. 1878 
Bosw. Smith Carthage 381 When the due distinction had 
been drawn between the ephemeral and the lasting. 

B. sb. in pi. Insects which live only for a day. 
Also transf. of books, persons, etc. 

1817 Coleridge Biog. Lit. II. xx. 121 Gnats, beetles, etc. 
. .the whole tribe of ephemerals. .may flit in and out. 1831 
Blackw. Mag. XXX. 965 Let the breezy sunshine but bring 
out the winged ephemerals. 2870 Swinburne Ess. <§- Stud. 
(1875) 206 Assemblies of important ephemerals who met to 
dispute the respective claims, etc. 1878 W. E. A. Axon 
Bk. Rarities Warrington Museum 11 Some of these books 
are pure ephemerals. 

Ephemerality (/fe:merarliti\ . [f, .prec. + 
-(i)ty.J The quality of being ephemeral; cotter. 
in pi. ephemeral matters. 

1822 Carlyle Early Lett. (1886^ II. 67 Speculation on 
ephemeralities. 1862 Reade Cloister & H. III. 222 This 
lively companion , . often looked in on him, and chattered 
ephemeralities. 2878 Frasers Mag. XVII. 530 Epheme- 
rality? Is not the glory of even the Prime Minister, in 
most cases, but a passing brilliancy? . . 

t Ephe'meran, a. and sb. Obs. [f. Ephemera 
+ -an.] A. adj. «■ Ephemeral 1 a. B. sb. 
« Ephemeral B. 

2643 True Informer 23 It was rather an Embryo of a 
Parliament, an Ephemeran of 20 dayes. c 1643 Howell 
Lett. (1650) I. 363 Methought, it was a strange opinion of 


EPHEMEBIS. 

our Aristotle to bold, that the least of those small insected 
ephemerans should be more noble than the sun, because it 
had a sensitive soul in it. 1727 Bradley Fam, Did. s.v. 
Fever , The Ephemeran Fever is so call’d, because it lasts 
but one Day. 

t Epheme*rean, a. Obs. rare . = Ephemeral. 

1804 Miniature No. 4 (1806) I. 57 Celestial Peacock .. 
Whose conscious plumes diffuse a herd Of ephemerean dy es ! 

+ Epbeme’rian, a. Obs. [f. Ephemeri-s + 
-an.] ‘Belonging to a journal, register or day- 
book’ (Bailey 1736). 

Ephe'meric, a. [f. Ephemer-a + -ic ] = Ephe- 
meral. 

2735 in Johnson. 1847 in Craig ; and in mod. Diets. 
Ephemerid (zfe*merid). [ad. mod.L. Ephb 
meridse , f. ephemera .] An insect belonging to the 
group Ephemeridm : see Ephemera Also fig. 

1872 Nicholson Palaeont. 186 The H aplophlebium Bar- 
nesii must have attained a size much larger than that of 
any recent Ephemerids.. 2874 Farrar Christ 65 The ephe- 
merid that buzzes out its little hour in the summer noon, 
2879 Daily Tel, 17 Oct., This gossamer nothing, this aerial 
ephemerid, paralyses the intellect. 

t Epbe'merid, rare. [f. L. ephemerid - , 
%ttmolephemeris'. see Ephemeris.] = Ephemeral. 

1804 Mitford Harmony 91 The ephemerid fashion of 
orthography. 

So f Epbemeridal. 

2793 tr. Merrier Fragm. of Politics <§• Hist. II. 444 These 
sons of fortune, these ephemeridal giants who threatened to 
swallow up every thing. 

t Epbemeri'dian, a. Obs. [f. L. ephemerid-, 
stem of ephemeris + -ian.] Of or pertaining to an 
ephemeris. 

2656 82 in Blount Glossogr. 2722-2800 in Bailey. 

II Bpkemeris (/fe*meris) : pi. ephemerides 
(efime-ridiz , formerly often used as a sing. [mod. 
L. ephemeris , a. Gr. etpqptpts diary, calendar, f. k<prj- 
pepos daily : see Ephemera.] 
f 1 . A record of daily occurrences ; a diary, 
journal. Obs. 

1591 Lambarde Arch. (1635] 168 The Bookes of Entries 
kept there ; which is a true Ephemeris or lournall of the 
Acts of the Court. 2639 Donne Serm. xxiv. 240 God sees 
their sins, -and in his Ephemerides — his Journals, he writes 
them downe. a 2682 SirT. Browne Chr. Mor . 22 Register 
not only strange, but merciful occurrences ; let ephemerides, 
not olympiads, give thee account of His mercies, 
f b. pi- for sing. 

2623 Jackson Creedi. xvxl. Wks. 1. 129 His written oracles 
. .an absolute ephemerides of all things that had been since 
the first moment of time. 1643 Fuller Holy Prof. fit. 
v. iv. 371 Having kept an exact Ephemerides of all actions 
for more then five thousand years together. 2630 R. Sta- 
pylton Strada's Low C Warrcs x. z6 Set downe in a Diary 
(or Ephemerides). 

2 . A table showing the predicted (rarely the 
observed) positions of a heavenly body for every 
day during a given period, j* Also, in pi. the 
tabulated positions (of a heavenly body) for a 
series of successive days. 

2352 Recorde Cast. Knowl. (2556) 283 Many eclipses of 
the sonne and moone also are not noted in the common 
Ephemerides and Almanachs. 2602 Holland Pliny I. 188 
Among the Babylonians there were found Ephemerides con- 
taining the obseruation of the stars, for 720 yeares. 1664 
Phil . Trans. I. 3 The Ephemerides of the Comet. 2668 
Ibid. III. 688 Tables of the Motion of the Satellits of 
Jupiter, with an Ephemeris of the same for this present 
Year._ 2874 Moseley Astron, Ixxxviii, (ed. 4) 232 The 
Nautical Almanac for 2835 contained ephemerides of two 
of them. _ 1880 Academy No. 440. 262 The following ephe- 
meris. .will be serviceable in searching for the comet. 

f b. pi. As the title of a collection of such 
tables. Often used as sing. = 3. Obs. 

*559 Cuninghame Cosm. Glas 95, 1 find in an Ephemerides 
the sonne to be in the firste Digree of Aries. 2594 Blunde- 
vil Exerc. 1. xxviii. Led, 7 77 An example used by Stadius in 
the 115 Page of his Ephemerides. 1618 Wither JuveniL 
Motto (1633. 543 Be slaves unto an Ephemerides. 1633 N. 
Carpenter Geog. Del. 1. xi. 241 You may [know] by an 
Ephemerides at what houre an Eclipse shall happen. 

Jig. 2686 W. be Britaine Hum , Prud. § 21. 99 You 
must be careful to keep an Ephemerides, to know how the 
great Orbs of the Court move. 

3 . A book in which the places of the heavenly- 
bodies and other astronomical matters are tabu- 
lated in advance for each day of a certain period ; 
ah astronomical almanac. 

1647 A Imanalefor 1386, Astron. App. (1812)61 An ephemeris 
..is a book giving the true places of the planets. 2796 
Hutton Math. Did. s.v., The Nautical Almanac, or As- 
tronomical Ephemeris, published in England by the Board 
of Longitude, .which commenced with the year 1767. 2833 
Herschel Adron- v. 204 The equation of time is calculated 
and inserted in ephemerides for every day of the year. 2874 
Moseley As Won. xlv. led. 4) 247^ These quantities . .are 
stated . . in the tables of the Nautical Almanac, and other 
ephemerides. 

1 4 , In wider sense : An almanac or calendar of 
any kind ; in early use esp. one containing astro- 
logical or meteorological predictions for each day 
of the period embraced ; also, a calendar of saints’ 
days. Also pi. in same sense, sometimes used as 
sing. Obs. 

In bibliographical works (e.g. in the Brit. Mus. Caf.\ 
‘ Ephemerides is still used as a general heading for Al- 
manacs, Calendars, etc. V 


EPHEMERIST, 


EPI-. 


1597 Bp. Hall Sat, n. vii. 6 Why can his tell-troth Ephe- 
merides Teach him the weathers state so long beforne. 1605 
Bacon Adv. Learn . 1. i. § 3 That Kaiendar or Ephemerides 
which, he maketh of the diversities of times and seasons for 
all actions and purposes, 1610 B, Jonsqn Alch, iv. iv, Cures 
Plagues, piles, and pox, by the ephemerides. a 1661 Fuller 
Worthies , Flintshire iv. 39 He. .wrote an Ephemeris of the 
Irish Saints. 1796 Morse Amer. Geog. 1 . 45 Several Ephe- 
merides or Almanacks are annually published. 

Jig . 1649 G. Daniel Trinarch., Hen, IV , ccclii, Hee 
who had read the Ephemerides Of Fate; and could repeat 
his owne, by roat, xyg6 Burke Regie, Peace Wks. (1812) 
IX. 105, I think this can hardly haye escaped the writers 
of political ephemerides for any month or year. 

f b. pi. The appointed daily order of religious 
services. Obs. 

1650 Eldkrfield Tytkes 117 How their ephemerides for 
divine services should be performed. 

% 5 . catachr. ~ Ephemera- 1 and 2. 

1820 Shelley Sens. PL 49 The beamlike ephemeris Whose 
path is the lightning’s. 1841-4 Emerson Ess. , Self-reliance 
Wks. (Bohns I. 25 Honour is venerable to us because it is 
no ephemeris. 

+ Ephe*merist, Obs, [f. Ephemer-is + -ist.] 
One who uses or makes an ephemeris. 

1656 81 Blount Glossogr., Ephemeris t, one that registreth 
daily actions, or Nativities, with the help of an Ephe- 
merides ; a maker of an Ephemerides. a 1666 Howell (J.), 
He was discoursing of... the art of foolish astrologers and 
genethliacal ephemerists. 1706 Phillips, Ephemerist , a 
maker of Ephemerides, Almanacks, etc. 1736 in Bailky. 
Ephemeromarpli (ffe*mer^,mp:jf). Biol, 
rare. [f. Or. ri pljfxepo-s (see Ephemera) 4 popep-rj 
form.] Us.d by Bastian as a general name for 
the lowest forms of life, which cannot be assigned 
definitely to either the animal or vegetable king- 
dom. Hence Ep&e:meromo*rphic a. 

1874 Bastian in Contemp. Rev. XXI I L 708 The song of 
the Ephemeroraorphs might be, in the words of Ovid, ‘ Cor- 
pora vertantur; nec quod fuimusve, sumusve, Cras erimus’. 
1876 — ibid. Jan. 243 These creatures of circumstances, which 
become metamorphosed in a most striking and apparently 
irregular manner, I have proposed to include under the 
general designation of * Epnemeromorphs 1880 — Brain 
i. 6 The ephemeromorphic assemblage of vital forms. 
Ephemera n (ffe-mer^n). PL 7-9 ephemsra, 
9 ephemerons. [a. Gr. (faiov) k<pij[Xipov (Aristotle 
H. A. 1. v.Vneut of iQrjpepcs : see Ephemera 2 .] 

1 . An insect, which, in its winged state, lives but 
for a day. Cf. Ephemera 2 . 

1626 Bacon Sylva 1677; § 697 There are certain Flies that are 
called Ephemera that live but a day. 1710 Hearne Collect. 
(Qxf. Hist. Soc.) III. 30 The Ephemeron, a Fly that lives 
but five Hours. 1845 R. Chambers Vest. Create Hypoth. 
Bevel., An ephemeron, hovering over a pool for its one 
April day of life. 1884 G. F. Braithwaite Salmonidee 
Westmorld, vi. 26 The most beautiful species of our ephe- 
mera, the green and grey drakes, must not be forgotten. 

2 . fig. A short-lived person, institution, or pro- 
duction. 

tyyx Bachelor (1773) I. No. 38. 254 Unnotic’d, dull invec- 
tive lyes, A mere Ephemeron it dyes, Or but provokes a 
jest. 1787 Beckford Italy (1834) II. 78 All the human 
ephemera of Lisbon. 1796 Morse Amer Geog. II. 371 This 
political ephemeron [constitution formed by the National 
Assembly in 1791]. 1837 Ht. Martineau Soc. Amer. III. 
208 Every ephemeron of a tale-writer, a dramatist, etc. 1859 
Fairholt Tobacco (18761 61 Samuel Rowlands, a prolific 
writer of ephemera. 1S78 Morley Carlyle 173 A cloud of 
sedulous ephemera still suck a little spiritual moisture. 

11 3 . A plant described by ancient writers. Obs. 
Some ancient authors distinguish two plants culled ephe- 
meron : one so named because springing up and dying in 
one day, the other as being a poison that causes death 
within a day. 

1578 Lyte Bodoens 11. xlv. 204 If it be Ephemeron as it 
seemeth to be, then it is good for the teeth. 1616 Hayward 
Sand. Troub. Soul 11. (1620) To Rdr. T 9 Many writings are 
like the plant Ephemeron ; which springeth, flourisheth, 
and fadeth in one day. 1661 Lovell Hist. Anim . $ Min. 
3.5 It [goat’s milk] helps against the ephemeron or cantha- 
rides [mistranslates contra cantharidas et contra ephemeri 
potum Plin. N. H. xxvm. xlvj. 

4 . attrib. 

ax 735 Derham (J.\ Swammerdam observes of the ephe- 
meron-worms, that their food is clay. 1751 Chambers Cycl. 
Travellers into Arabia tell us of several ephemeron-trees. 
a 1791 Weslky Serm. Wks. t8ii IX. 1x5 An Ephemeron 
Fly lives six hours. 1796 DTsraeli Lit. Recreat. 115 Several 
singular coincidencies alone gave the ephemeron critic his 
temporary existence. 1803 £aley Nat. Tkeol. xxiii. (1826) 
345 An ephemeron fly [produces] a cod-bait maggot. 

Ephemerons (zfe*meros), a. [f. Ephemer-on 
+ -oos.] Having the nature of, or resembling, 
an ephemeron ; transitory. 

a 1660 Hammond 19 Serm. vi.Wks. 1684 IV, Our ephemer- 
ous wishes, that no man can distinguish from true piety, 
but by their sudden death. _ 1790 Burke Fr. Rev. 282 The 
ephemerous tale that does its business and dies in a day. 
1872 Darwin Orig. Spec. xiv. 386 A certain ephemer- 
ous insect during its development, moults, .above twenty 
times. 

Ephesian (/fi/5 an), a. and sb. [f. L. ephesi-us 
(ad. Gr. kfkoios, f. V E <peaos) 4 -AN.] 

A. adj. Of or pertaining to Ephesus. 

B. sb. 

1 . An inhabitant of Ephesus. 

1388 Wyclif Ephes. Prol., Effesians [1383 Ephecyes] ben 
of Asie. 1876 Humphreys Coin Coll. Man. vi. 53 The money 
of the Ephesians bore a stag. 

+ 2 . A boon companion. Obs. Cf. the use of 
Corinthian in Shakspere, etc. 
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1597 Shaks. st Hen. IV, n. ii. 164 Prin. Where suppes he ? 
. . what Company? Page. Ephesians, my Lord, of the old 
Church. 1598 — Merry IV. iv, v. 19 It is thine Host, thine 
Ephesian cals. 

Bphesine (e*ffsin), a. [ad. L. Ephesinus, f. 
Ephesus. ] Of or pertaining to Ephesus ; chiefly 
Eccl. with reference to the Third General Council, 
held there a.d. 431, or to certain liturgical uses 
supposed to have emanated from Ephesus. 

1579 Fulke Heskins’ Pari. 188 The Epistle of the Ephesine 
Counsell vnto Nestorius. 1664 Evelyn Sylva (1776) 339 
The Ephesine temple. 1839 Yeowell Anc. Brit. Ch. xi. 
(1847) 109 The Ephesine fathers had determined the Cyprian 
church to be independent of the bishop of Antioch. 1830 
C. Wordsworth Theopk. Angl. 166 What is the_ tenor of 
the Ephesine Canon? 1883-3 A. F. Mitchell in Schaff 
Encycl. Relig. Knowl. II. 1236 The Scottish fragment in 
the Book of Deer, the Irish fragments, .of distinctly 
Ephesine character. 

Ephesite (e ffsoit). Min. [f. Ephes-us, near 
which it was found + -ite.] A pearly-white la- 
mellar mineral, closely related to margarite. 

1851 Amer. Jrnl. Sc. Ser. n. XI. 59 Ephesite [a new 
species]. 1873 Proc. Amer. Phil. Soc. XIII. 387 Ephesite, 
a mineral of. .lamellar structure, .resembles white cyanite. 

t Epiie'stian, a. Obs. rare- 1 , [f. Gr. epkan-os 
of the house or family (f. kirt upon -f- luria hearth) 
4 -an.] Domestic, as opposed to foreign. 

1652 Urquhart Jewel Wks. (1834) 275 That the state 
[government] of this Isle, without regard to Ephestian or 
exotick country, .should consider of men according to the 
fruits, whether good or bad. 

Ephete (e*fft). rare, [ad, Gr. €<plrr}s, agent-n. 
f. 4<pievai to impose, command, etc., f. 4 m (see 
Epi-) 4 Uvat to send.] In pi. The members of 
a body of magistrates at Athens. More commonly 
in L. form ephetoe. 

1839 Thirlwall Greece II. 19 He [Draco] introduced some 
changes in the administration of criminal justice, by trans- 
ferring causes of murder, or of accidental homicide, from 
the cognizance of the archons to the magistrates called 
ephetes ; though it is not clear whether he instituted, or 
only modified or enlarged, their jurisdiction. 

So Ephe*txc a. [see -ic.] (See quot.) 

1849 Grote Greece 11. x. <ed. 2) III. 107 vote, Plato copies 
to a great degree the arrangements of the ephetic tribunals, 
in his provisions for homicide. 

Ephialtes (efiiseTtfzV [a. Gr. k<pi6.\rTjs. 

Usually believed to be agent-n. f. e<r€cu, var. of 

((baWtatfin to leap upon, f. en-t on 4 aWecrdm to leap. But 
the phonological difficulties are considerable (cf,, however, 
= erriopxo*?, f. + mkoci; and the synonymous 
TfviaAif , etc. suggest that the word may have been 

affected by popular etymology.] 

A demon supposed to cause nightmare; night- 
mare itself. 

1601 Holland Pliny II. 214 The diseases called Ephialtes 
or Incubus, i.e. the night-Mare. 1646 Sir T. Browne 
Pseud. Ep. v. xxi. § 21. 272 To prevent the Ephialtes or 
night-Mare we hang up an hallow stone in cur stables. 
1656 Culpepper Eng. Physic. 29 6 Such as in their sleep are 
troubled with the Disease called Ephialtes or Incubus. 
1777 Brand Pop. Antiq. 324 Ephialtes, or Night Mare is 
called by Common People Witch-riding. 

Ephippial (efrpial), a. Anat. 8c Zool. [f. Eph- 
ippi-um 4 -al.] Of or pertaining to the ephippium. 

1835-6 Todd Cycl. Anat . I. 738/1 Its corners are bounded 
by the ephippial .. processes. 1841 71 R. Jones Anim. 
Kingd. (ed. 4) 455 The development of the ephippial eggs 
takes place at the posterior part of the ovaries, 
f BpM ppiate, v. Obs — } [f. L. ephippi-um 
saddle 4 - ate.] To harness or saddle. 

1656-81 in Blount Glossogr. 1704 in Cocker. 

|| Ephippium (efrpiifm)-. [L. ephippium horse- 
cloth, saddle, ad. Gr. l<p'nnno$ adj. ‘ that is for put- 
ting on ahorse 5 , f. knl upon 4 iinros horse.] 

1 . Anat. A saddle - shaped depression of the 

sphenoid bone. 1843 Dunglison Medical Lex. s.v. 

2 . Zool. The envelope enclosing the winter ova 
of the Daphniidse (a genus of the Crustaceans), 
which is situated between the back of the animal 
and the carapace, and probably is a development 
from the latter. It is shed with the carapace. 

1841-71 T. R. Jones Anim. Kmgd. (ed. 4) 455 As winter 
approaches, however, the Daphnia may be seen with a dark 
opaque substance within the back of the shell, which has 
been called the ephippium, from its resemblance to a saddle 
..The ephippium is really only an altered part of the 
carapace. 1877 Huxley Anat, Inv. An. vi. 287 The ephip- 
pium sinks to the bottom, and, sooner or later, its contents 
give rise to young Baphnise. 

Ephod (e*fj?dL Also 4 ephoth. [Heb. tick 
ephod, f. IE I* dp had to put on.] 

1 . A Jewish priestly vestment, without sleeves, 
slit at the sides below the armpits, fastened with 
buckles at the shoulders, and by a girdle at the 
waist. The high-priest’s ephod was of ‘gold, 
purple, scarlet, and fine-twined linen (byssus)’; 
that worn by others was of linen. 

1382 Wyclif Ex. xxv. 7 Gemmes to anowm ephoth, that 
is, a preestis ouermest clothing, that we deepen a coope. 
1611 Bible 2 Sam, vi. 14 Dauid was girded with a linnen 
Ephod. 1770 Chatterton Happiness , The bloody son of 
Jesse, .made himself an ephod to his mind. 1856 Stanley 
Sinai $ Pal. iv. (1858J 205 note, * Bring hither the Ephod,’ 
the priestly cape, dressed in which the High-priest delivered 
the oracle. 


2 . transf. Atypical priestly garment ; thence used 
symbolically for ‘the priestly office’, ‘clerical 
influence ’. 

1603 Drayton Bar. Wars iv. (R.1 The holy ephod made 
a cloak for gain. 2649 Selden Laws Eng. 1. v. {1739J 13 
What the Ephod could not, the Sword wrapt up therein 
should. 1854 Thackeray Newcomes I. 44 Many a good 
dinner did Charles Honeyman lose by assuming that un- 
lucky ephod [i.e. wearing the surplice in the pulpit]. 

Ephor (e*foi). [ad. Gr, %<popos ( = Epic cmovpos ) 
overseer, overlooker, f. kiri upon 4 root *fop, as in 
opaetv to see. Also used in L. pi. form ephori, 
whence app. the form ephories in 1 6-1 7th c.] 

1. The title given to certain magistrates in various 
Dorian states, esp. at Sparta, where the five ephors, 
appointed annually by popular election, exercised 
a controlling power over the kings. 

1586 T. B. La Primaud. Fr. Acad. 1. (1589) 547 To con- 
tent the people, they appointed five Ephories who were 
chosen out of the people, as Tribunes to keep away tyranny, 
1594 Mirr. Policy • 1599) B, Those which are good, would 
curbe and bridle him. As the Ephori did the Kings of 
Lacedemonia. 1603 L. Lloyd Confer. Lawes 43 The Areo- 
pagites in Athens . , the Ephories in Sparta . . the Amphic- 
tions at Trozaena, 1642 Coll. Rights 4 Priv. Pari, 10 At 
Lacedemonia, the Ephors; at Athens, the Demarches. 
1689 Def Liberty agst. Tyrants 76 The Ephores or Con- 
trollers of the Kings. 1835 Thirlwall Greece I. 321 Before 
the ephors made an exception, every one rose at his [the 
king’s] approach. 

f b. transf. Obs. rare. 

1647 Clarendon Hist. Reb. (1703] II. vi. 5 Mr. Hollis, 
Sr. Walter Earl, and other ephori. 1732 Wogan Let. in 
Swift’s Wks. 11824' XVII. 4^5 Their [kings’ of England] 
inherent rights . . were but mere feathers, the sport of every 
wind that blew from the ephori of the people. 

2 . In modern Greece: An overseer, superintendent 
of public works. 

1890 Athenceum 15 Mar. 252/1 The excavations at Lyco- 
soura.. will now be resumed, under the direction of the 
Ephor, B. A. Leonardos. 

Hence B'plioral a., of or pertaining to the ephors. 
E'plioralty, the office of ephor; also, the body 
of ephors. B’phorate: see quot. Epho*ric a. 
» ephor al. + E-pliorism, nonce-wd , ., a tribunal 
resembling that of the ephors. fE'pliorize v. 
Obs., to exercise a controlling influence over ; to 
over-rule as the ephors did. E'phtorsMp, the 
term of office as ephor. fE'pliory [cf. Gr. 
kipopeta ], the body of ephors. 

1836 Lytton Athens (1837) I. 209 Aristotle paints the evil 
of the *ephoral magistrature, but acknowledges that it gave 
strength and durability to the state. 1844 Ld. Brougham 
Brit. Const, i. ,1862) 18 It was not till above a century after 
his decease that the Ephoral power became any protection 
to the people. 1833 Lewis in Philol. Museum II. 49 Dr. 
Arnold then proceeds to describe the *Ephoralty as a ma- 
gistracy contrived for the purpose of, etc. 1869 Rawlinson 
Anc. Hist. 267 At the same time he abolished the Ephoralty. 
1841 W. Spalding Italy § It. Jsl. Ill, 42 An *ephorate or 
court of supreme revision for laws and magistracies. 1846 
Grote Greece (1862) II. vi. 144 The annual ^ephoric oath of 
office. 1633 James in Hearne Collect. (Oxf. Hist. Soc.) I. 9 
Thrice I nave bin hal’d before Our *Ephorismes of state. 
1647 Ward Simp. Cobler 50 These Essentially, must not be 
*Ephorized or Tribuned by one or a few Mens discretion. 
1850 G rote Greece n. lxii. VlII. 31 In this 13th year of the 
reign of Darius, and in the *ephorship of Alexippidas at 
Lacedsemon. 1689 tr. Buchanan’s Be Jure Regui 42 Up- 
braiding him that by adding the *Ephory he [Theopompus] 
had diminished the Power of his Authority. 

Epliydriad (efrdri,aed). rare. [ad. Gr. k<j>v- 
bpias, -d^os, f. Wl upon 4 tidcop water.] A water- 
nymph. 

1833 JL. Hunt Poems vox 'Tis there the Ephydriads haunt. 

Epi-, prefix , repr. Gr. km- (before an unaspirated 
vowel usually err-, before an aspirated vowel k<p-, 
represented in Eng. by Ep-, Eph-), used in pre- 
positional and advb. senses, ‘upon, at, or close 
upon (a point of space or time), on the ground 
or occasion of, in addition*. 

1. In words derived from compounds which 
either were, or might legitimately have been, 
formed already in Greek, Also in mod. scientific 
terms after the analogy of words derived from 
Gr. ; chiefly with sense ‘placed or resting upon 
as in epicalyx, epicorolline. 

2. I11 mod. Chemistry employed in the names 
epibromhydrin, epiehlorhy drill, epicyanhy- 
drin, epiiodohydrin, denoting substances of 
analogous composition belonging respectively to 
the bromhydrin, chlorhydrin, etc. series. They 
contain one equivalent of a salt-radical with 3 
of carbon, 5 of hydrogen, and 1 of oxygen. 

3. In Mineralogy prefixed to the names of certain 
minerals to form names of other minerals closely 
resembling them in composition, as in Epibou- 
la'ngerite, a sulph-antimonide of lead resulting 
from the decomposition of boulangerite. Epi- 
cMo rite, a hydrous silicate of aluminium, iron, 
and magnesium. Epidrorite, a mineral differing 
from diorite in that the hornblende it contains is 
fibrous. EpistiTbite, a zeoliuc mineral, a hy- 
drous silicate of aluminium, calcium, and sodium. 


EPIBASAL. 

3872 Dana Min., 1st A ftp* 5 Epiboulangeri te. 1850 
Dana Min. 263 Epichlorite. . fuses only in thin fibres 
and with difficulty. 1879 Rutley Study Rocks xiii. 245 
The viridite (chlorite, epichlorite, or chloritic matter). 1887 
Dana Mamtal Min. 482 Epidioryte consists of piagioclase 
with hornblende, some quartz, a little orthoclase, and some 
pyroxen. 1826 Edin. frnl. Sc. IV. 286 The cleavage of 
epistilbite is quite perfect. 

Epibasal (epibasal', a. Bot . [f. Epi- + 

Basal a .] The distinctive epithet of the upper 
of the two cells in the odsphere of certain crypto- 
gams. (See quot) 

1882 Vines Sacks’ Bot. 373 The oospore is first of all 
clothed with a cell- wall, continues to grow considerably, 
and is then divided by a horizontal or slightly oblique wall 
(basal wall). The lower (hypobasal) of these two cells . . 
contributes but little to the formation of the embryo. The 
upper (epibasal) cell gives rise to the capsule and the seta, 

Epiblast (e*pi blast), [f. Epi- + -blast.] 

1 . Bot. (See quot.) 

1866 Treas. Bot., Epiblast , a small transverse plate (a 
second cotyledon), found on the embryo of some grasses. 

2 . Biol. The outermost of the three layers con- 
stituting the wall of the blastoderm when fully 
formed. 

1877 Huxley Aunt. Inv. An. i. 50 The inner wall of the 
sac is the hypoblast endoderm of the adult), the outer the 
epiblast (ectoderm). 1881 Mivart Cat 319 The epiblast 
investing the whole ovum within the vitelline membrane. 

HEpiblema (epiblrma). Bot. [mod.L., a. 
Gr. km&krjpa that which is thrown over, f. km 
upon + @a\.\€iv to throw.] (See quot.) 

1870 Bentley Bot. 48 The roots of plants are invested by 
a modified epidermal tissue to which the term Epiblema has 
been given by Schleiden. 

Epic (e*pik), a. and sb. Also 6-9 ©pick, 7 
epiqua, (epik). [ad. L. epicus , a. Gr. Im/cos, f. tiros 
word, narrative, song. Cf. Fr. epique.] 

A. adj. 

1 . Pertaining to that species of poetical compo- 
sition (see Epos), repre>ented typically by the 
Iliad and Odyssey, which celebrates in the form of 
a continuous narrative the achievements of one or 
more heroic personages of history or tradition. 

Epic dialect : that form of the Greek language in 
which the epic poems were written. 

1589 Putteni-iam Arte Eng. Poet. (Arb.) 176 Harding a 
Poet Epick or Historical!. 1644 Milton Educ. (1738) 139 
Teaches what the Laws are of a true Epic Poem. 1666 
Dryden Ann. Mir ah., Let. Sir R. Howard , The same 
images serve equally for the Epique Poesie, and for the 
Historique and Panegyrique. 1710 Steele Taller No. 106 
P 1 Three and twenty Descriptions of the Sun-rising that 
might be of great Use to an Epick Poet. 1752 Johnson 
Rambler No. 202 P 6 To be poor, in the epick language, is 
only not to command the wealth of nations. 1819 Byron 
Juan 1. cc, My poem’s Epic, and is meant to be Divided 
in twelve books. 1841-4 Emerson Ess. Poet Wks. (Bohni 
I. 165 The epic poet . . must drink water out of a wooden 
bowl, 1879 B. Taylor Stud. Germ. Lit. 73 Tennyson has 
endeavored to imitate the old epic simplicity. 

absol. <21637 B. Jonson Discoveries (1641) 132 The best 
masters of the Epick, Homer and Virgil. 

2 . Such as is described in epic poetiy. 

1847 Tennyson Princ. Prol. 219 Some great Princess, six 
feet high, Grand, epic, homicidal. 

B. sb. 

+ 1 . An epic poet Obs. 

a 1637 B. Jonson Horace’s Art Poet (1640) 5 Now to like 
of this, lay that aside, the Epic’s office is. 

2 . An epic poem. 

1706 A. Bedford Temple Mas. ii. 33 One of them was 
the Goddess of Elegies.. and another of Epicks. 1789 J. 
Campbell Eccl. 4 * Lit. Hist, Ir el. 170 (T.) He [Mr. 
M’Pherson] brought forward his counterfeit epicks (the 
alleged poems of Osrian)^ 1833 Coleridge Tabled. 23 Oct., 
The Homeric epic, in which all is purely external and ob- 
jective, and the poet is a mere voice. 1876 Green Short 
Hist. viii. 583 The most popular of all English poems has 
been the Puritan epic of the ‘ Paradise Lost’, 

b. transf. A composition comparable to an epic 
poem. 

The typical epics, the Homeric poems, the Nibelungenlied, 
etc., have often been regarded as embodying a nation's 
conception of its own past history, or of the events in that 
history which it finds most worthy of remembrance. Hence 
by some writers the phrase national epic has been applied 
to any imaginative work (whatever its form) which is con- 
sidered to fulfil this function. 

1840 Carlyle Heroes <1858) 267 Schlegel has a remark 
on his Historical Plays, Henry Fifth and the others, which 
is worth remembering. He calls them a kind of National 
Epic, 1869 Freeman Norm. Cong. (1876) III. xiv. 328 To turn 
from the glowing strains of the N or wegian prose epic, 

3 . fig. A story, or series of events, worthy to 
form the subject of an epic. 

: 1831 Lytton Godolph. lxiii, This starry and weird incident 
in the epic of life's common career. 1866 Motley Dutch 
Rep. vi. vii. 898 That life was a noble Christian epic. 

Epical (e-pikal), a. [f. prec. + -al.] 

1. Characteristic of an epic ; resembling the style 
or the subjects proper to epic poetry. 

X827 Hare Guesses Ser. 1. (1873) 224 The simple epical ac- 
cumulation of sentences. 1838 Emerson Addr. Comb. 
Mass. Wks. (Bohn) II. 204 The Hebrew and Greek Scrip- 
tures contain immortal sentences.. But they have no epical 
integrity. 1853 F. W. Newman Odes of Horace 27 The 
rhythm is vigorous and simple, in some sense epical. 1877 
Mrs. Oliphant Makers Flor. Introd. 14 The great figure 
of the Poet . . and the equally remarkable Preacher . . give 
a certain historical and epical form to the narrative. 
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2 . Of the nature of an epic, or of epic poetry : 
cf. Epic a. 1. 

2845 Maurice Mor. <$• Met. Philos, in Encycl. 3 f strop. II. 
565/1 Tne Epical poetry of the Hebrews. 2850 Blackie 
Aeschylus I, Pref. 32 A high-toned epical narrative. s88a 

A. W. Ward in Macm. Mag. XLVI. 425 A form of poetry 
more elastic than either the epical or the dramatic. 

Hence 3 S*picaIly adv ., in an epical manner ; in 
the style of an epic poem. 

1863 Athenaeum 8 Aug, 176/3 We have seen Milton’s 
vision of Eden treated in fond fancy epically . . by a small 
versifier. 1882 Stevenson in Longm. Mag. I. 73 Typical 
incidents, epically conceived, fitly embodying a crisis. 

Epicalyx (epiksediks). Bot. [f. Epi- + Calyx.] 
A whorl of leaf-like organs surrounding the true 
calyx in some plants. 

1870 Bentley itoA 221. 1882 Vines Sachs’ Bot. 540 In 
Malope trijida. .the three parts of the epical yx represent a 
sub-floral bract with its two stipules. 

Spicarp (e'pikaip). Bot. [f. Gr. Im (see Epi-) 
+ Kapir-os fruit.] In fruits : The outermost layer 
of the pericarp ; the peel, rind, or skin. Cf. En- 
DOCARP. 

1835 Lindley Introd. Bot. (1848) II. 3 In the apple and 
pear the epicarp is formed by the cuticle of the calyx, in 
the peach the separable skin is the epicarp. 

Epicay, var. of Epiicy, Obs. 

Epicede (e'pisfd). arch. Also 7 epiced. 
Anglicized form of Epicedium. 

1549 Bale Bed. of Lelajufs Itin. (T.), His worthy works 
. . with hys epigrams and epicedes. 1613-6 W . Browne 
Brit. Past. 1. v. (1772) 141 To heare the swan sing her oune 
epiced. 2654 Vilvain Epit. Ess. vl 99 Ausonius made 
many Epiceds. 1848 Blackw. Mag. LXIV. 228 He had 
hastily flattered Richard Cromwell’s brief authority by an 
epicede on Oliver. 

Epic e 'dial, a. arch. [f. Epicedi-um + -al.] 
Of or pertaining to an epicedium ; elegiac. 

1654 Vilvain Epit. Ess. vi. 50, 2 Epicedial Distichs. 2824 
Carlyle Richter Misc. 11869) 4 Some of them far exceed 
anything we English can exhibit in the epicedial style. 
1828 — in For. Rev. II. 461 In epicedial language, it may 
be said . . that his country mourned for him. 

Epicediaii (episz-dian), a. and sb. Also 7 
©pecedean. [f. as prec. + - AN.] 

A. adj. Elegiac ; funereal. 

1623 Cockeram a. s.v. Song, A Song sung- ere the corse 
bee buried, Epicedian-Songe[/r/«^n?Epiodian], x88i Ld. 
Lytton in 19 th Cent. Nov. 783 Epicedian strains. 
fB. sb. Obs. = Epicedium. 

1606 Marlow & Chapman Hero 4- Leander iv, The., 
black-ey’d swans Did sing . . woful epicedians. 1662 Tatham 
Aqua Tri. 3 Swans are said to sing a little before they die 
. .an Epecedean, or Funerall Song. 

t Epicedion. Obs. = next. 

1612 J. Taylor (Water P.) Gt. Brit, in Black (1872) 13 
May thy Age never see An Epicedion in sculp't for thee. 

(| Epicedium (episrdifon, -szdsrzhn). PI. epi- 
csdia, -ums. [L. epicedium, a. Gr. emfcfjdeioi', 
neut. of kirtfcrjdeios pertaining to funeral rites, f. im 
upon + Kijbos care, esp. funeral observance.] A 
funeral ode. 

1587 Fleming Contn. Ilolinshed 111 . 1375/2 In memorieof 
whom (but not as an epicedium, nor yet as an epitaph' these 
verses . . may well be vsed. 1690 Temple Ess. H eroic Virtue 
Wks. 1731 I. 214 That Song or Epicedium of Regnor Lad- 
brog. 1706 in Phillips, Epicedium , a Funeral Song, or 
Copy of Verses in praise of the Dead. 1828 Carlyle Misc. 
(1857.1 I. 163 Epithalaraiums, epicediums, by which the 
dream of existence may be. .embellished. 1838-9 Hallam 
Hist. Lit. III. in. v. 276 The epicedia or funeral lamenta- 
tions. 1882 Child Eng. 4* Sc. Pop. Ballads^ 1. 33/1 He . . 
whips off his ‘brother-in-law's’ head, with this epicedium t 
‘ Lie there, thou head, and bleed’. 

Epicene (e'pism), a. and sb. Also 6 epysyn, 
7 epicen, 7-9 epicoene. [ad. L. epiccenus , a. Gr, 
kirifcotvos, f. Im (see Epi-) + tcoivus common.] 

A. adj. 

1 . Gram. In Lat. and Gr. grammar, said of 
nouns which, without changing their grammatical 
gender, may denote either sex. Hence (improperly) 
epicene gender. In Eng. grammar the term has 
no proper application, but is loosely used as a 
synonym of common. 

c 1528 Impeackm. Wolsey in Furniv. Ballads fr. MSS. I. 
356 Wherefor all gendyrs dysconte[ntJ be . . The dubyum & 
the epysyn Also. 16x2 Brinsley Pos. Parts (1669) 8 Q. Is 
the Epicene Gender a Gender properly ? A. No. 1865 Sat. 
Rev. 25 Mar. 348 ‘ Boy ' of course is to be understood as an 
epicene term. 1880 I. Pitman Argt. agst. Spelling Reform 
4, I use this word [persons] not invidiously, but as of the 
epicene gender. 

quasi -^ 3 . 16x2 Brinsley Pos. Parts (1669) 89 But how 
shall the gender be known in Epicenes? 

2. transf. and fig. (often with humorous allusion 
to 1). a. Ia humorous uses of the phrase epicene 
gender ; also of persons, their employments, char- 
acters, etc. : Partaking of the characteristics of 
both sexes. 

1601 Bp. Barlow Eagle 4- Body (1609) B ij a, A Prey to the 
Eagles of the Epicene gender, both Hees and Shees. 01637 

B. Jonson Masques (T.), Of the epicene gender, hees, ana 
shees, Amphibian Archy is the chief. 1644-58 Cleveland 
Gen. Poems (1677) 87 Her Head is Epicene. 1709 Steele 
Tatler No. 27 t 4 All Inamaratoes, or Persons of the Epi- 
cene Gender. 1823 Monthly Rev. Cl I. 541 The fables con- 
cerning this epicene Pope [Pope Joan]. 1830 Coleridge 
Let. 26 July, The mysterious epicene relation in which poor 
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Miss Johnston stood to him. 1876 T. Hardy HandEthelb. 
I. 43 What had at first appeared as an epicene shape, the 
decreasing space resolved into a cloaked female. 

b. Adapted to both sexes ; worn or inhabited 
by both sexes. 

1624 Middleton Game at Chess 1. i, ’Stead of an alb, An 
epicene casible. ax66x Fuller Worthies , Lincolnsh. n. 
154 The Founder of those Epicoene, and Hermaphrodite 
Convents, wherein Monks and Nuns lived together. 1866 
Howells Venet. Life 25 With tatters of epicene linen. 

c. fig. ; often in the sense of * effeminate 

1633 T. Adams Exp. 2 Peter i. 4 Epicene and bastard 
phrases. 0x637 B. Jonson Undemvoods Wks. (1692) 566 
And in an Epicoene fury can write news. 1863 Mrs. C. 
Clarke Shaks. Char. vii. 170 In his code of morality we 
have no epicene or doubtful virtues. x88x Black Sunrise 
28 An epicene creature, a bundle of languid affectations^ 
B. sb. One who partakes of the characteristics 
of both sexes. 

1609 B. Jonson (title\ Epicene, or The Silent Woman, 
1831 H. Neele Romance Hist. I. 227 He has gone to take 
leave of his Epicene. 1873 E. H. Clarke Sex in Educ. 44 
[Arrest of development] . . substitutes .. a why . . masculine- 
ness . . making her an epicene. 

Hence E’picenbsm. nonce-wd. 

1850 Frasers Mag. XLI. 331 Even Shakspere sometimes 
slides into the temptation which this epicenism [the per- 
formance of female parts by male actors] presents to un- 
licensed wit. 

Epicentral (episemtral), a, [f. Gr. kw'ucfvrp-os 
(see Epicentkum, which in sense 2 is the imme- 
diate source) + -al.] 

1 . Situated upon a (vertebral) £ centrum \ Also 
quasi-j/;. (see quot.) 

x866 Owen Anat. I. 43 These ‘scleral ’ spines [of fishes] 
are termed, according to the vertebral element they may 
adhere to, * epineurals ', * epjcentrals and ‘ epipleurals '. . 
In Esox. .the. .epicentral spines are present. 

2. Of or pertaining to an epieentrum. 

1887 Science (U. S. A.) 20 May 495/1 The determination 
of the epicentral tract. 

Epicentre (e*pisemtoi). Anglicized f. next. 
1887 Science (U. S. A.) 20 May 495/1 The distance from 
the epicentre to the point where the rate of decline of the 
intensity is greatest. 

II Epieentrum (epise*ntr#m). [mod.Lat, a. Gr. 
Imnei rpoo, neut. of kv-'ifcevTpos adj., * situate upon 
a centre *, f. Im upon + Kevipov Centre.] The 
point over the centre : applied in Seismology to 
the outbreaking point of earthquake shocks. 

1879 Le Conte Elem. Geol. too The point of first emer- 
gence (epieentrum). 1887 Science (U. S. A.) 20 May 495/2 
Along this line there are three points, each of which has all 
the characters of an epieentrum, determined by as many 
distinct shocks, each having a focus of its own. 

+ Epic era* Stic, a. Obs. rare . [ad. Gr. Im- 
KepaaTucus, f. hiiKepavvvvai to temper, f. Im + /ce- 
pawvvai to mix.] Tempering the acrimony of the 
humours ; emollient. Also as sb. in pi. 

1684 tr. Bonet’s Merc. Compit. 232 An epicerastick 
Vomit may be made of Chicken-broth, etc. Ibid. ix. 317 
The Vomits must be very gentle and epicerastick, as Warm- 
water. 172X-X800 Bailey, Epicerasticks . 1847 in Craig > 

and in mod. Diets. 

Epicerebral (epise*r/bral), a. Anat. [f. Epi- 
+ Cerebral J Situated upon the brain. 
Epicerebral space : ‘ A space said by His to exist 
between the pia mater and the surface of the 
brain * [Syd. Soc. Lex. . 

II Epicheirema (e:pikoirrnia). Also 8 epi- 
chirema. [mod.L., a. Gr. kmxdtprjpa lit. ‘ an at- 
tempt’, f. to undertake, f. Im upon + 

X*'ip hand.] (See quota.) 

Aristotle used the word to denote * an attempted proof, 
such as is used in Dialectic, being something short of a 
demonstrated conclusion ' t Liddell & Scott); the use defined 
below is due to a misunderstanding of his meaning. 

1721 in Bailey. 1724 Watts Logic m. ii. § 6 Epichirema 
is a Syllogism which contains the Proof of the major or 
minor, or both, before it draws the Conclusion, 1837-8 
Sir W. Hamilton Logic xix. (1866) I. 365 A syllogism is now 
vulgarly called an Epicheiretna, when to either of the two 
premises, or to both, there is annexed a reason for its sup- 
port. 1870 Jevons Elem. Logic xviii 155 The peculiar 
name Epicheirema is given to a syllogism when either 
premise is proved or supported by a reason implying the 
existence of an imperfectly expressed prosyllogism. 

Epichile (e*pikril). Bot. [ad. mod.L. epic In- 
Hum, f. Gr. km upon + x*^ 0 ? rim.] ‘ The 
upper half of the lid of an orchid, when that organ 
is once jointed or strangulated’ {Treas. Bot A. 
Epichlorhydrin, -chlorite: see Epi- pref. 
Epichordal (epik^udal), a. Anat. [f. Ept~ + 
Chord + -al.] Situated upon or about the inter- 
cranial part of the notochord : applied to certain 
segments of the brain. 

Epichorial (epiko®*rial), a. [f. Gr. Imx&pi-oi 
in or of the country (f. km + x&pa country) + 
-al.] Proper or peculiar to a particular country 
or district. 

1840 De Quincey Mod. Superstition Wks. III. 334 The 
local or epichorial superstitions from every district of 
Europe. 1842 Blackw. Mag. LI I. 159 This adornment is 
quite epichorial ; we never saw it out of the Veronese. 

EpicJaristian (epikri*styan\ a. rare. [f. Epi- 
-1- Christian a.] Pertaining to the age not long 
after Christ. (App. invented by De Quincey, who 
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explains that he uses it 1 of all agencies that be- 
longed to the primary movements of Christianity’.) 

1840 De Quincky Ess'enes Wks. ix. 268 During the whole 
of this noviciate for Christianity, and, in fact, throughout the 
whole Epichristian era, etc. i860 Guardian 20 J une, The 
loss of the epichristian Hindu literature, no^ less than that 
of still greater antiquity, has been very considerable. 

XSpicism t,e pisiz’m). rare. [f. Epic + -ism.] 
The mental habit characteristic of the epic poet. 

1878 T. Sinclair Mount 166 But the lyricism and the 
balance of epicism in his nature saved him. 

Epicist (e*pisist). [f. Epic + -ist.] A writer 
of epic poetry. 

1853 Kingsley A. Smith <£ A. Pope Misc, I. 272 As the 
Greek epkists and Virgil copied Homer; as all succeeding 
Latin epicists copied Virgil. 1878 T. Sinclair Mount 60 
His placing of Cervantes as the greatest epicist. 


Epiclinal (epiktoi-nal), a. Bot. [f. Gr. km 
(see Era-) + tcXiv-q couch +• -al.] ‘Placed upon 
the disk or receptacle of a flower f ( Treas. Bot. ). 

Epicly (e-pikli), adv. rare . [f. Epic a. + -ly 2 .] 
In an epic manner or style ; Epically. 

1831 Blackzu. Mag-. XXX. 480 Poems in which are pic- 
tured and narrated, epicly, national characters and events. 
1839 Ibid. XLVI. 121 It had been sung .. lyrically, narra- 
tively, dramatically, and epicly. 

Epicosle (e'piszl). [f. Epi- + Gr. icoik-ia the 
cavity of the belly.] (See quot. and Atrium.) 

Hence Epicoeloiis a., having an epi code. 

1877 Huxley Anat . Inv . An . xi. 636 In the Tunicata, 
the atrium is a kind of ‘ perivisceral cavity^’, which is formed 
by an invagination of the ectoderm, in which case it maybe 
termed an epicoele. 


Epicolic (epik^rlik 1 ), a. Anat. [f. Epi- + Gr. 
kokov Colon. Cf. F. epicoliqttel] Of or pertain- 
ing to the region of the body which is over, or in 
the course of, the colon. 


Epicondjle (epikp-ndail). Anat. [a. Fr. epi- 
condyle (mod.L. epicondylus ), formed by Chaussier 
c 1820 : see Epi- and Condyle. 

As Chaussier applied the name condyle to what is now 
called the ‘ radial head ' of the humerus, epicondyle meant 
* the process situated above the condyle’.} 

The external condyle of the humerus. 

1836-9 Todd Cycl. A nat. II. 161 It [£, e. the process] should 
be designated epicondyle. 1840 G. Ellis Anat. 304 Semi- 
flex the elbow joint, and the prominences of the external 
or epicondyle on the outer sidy, and of the internal condyle 
or epitrochlea on the inner, will be rendered evident. 

Epicoracoid (epik^rakoid), a. and sb. [f. 

Epi* + Coracoid.] 

A. adj. The designation of a bone, or pair of 
bones, found in reptiles, etc., and forming a con- 
tinuation of the coracoid. B. sb. The epi- 
coracoid bone. 


1839 47 Todd Cycl. Anat. III. 377/1 The epicoracoids . . 
are wanting in the bird. 1873 Mivart Etem. Anat. iv. 158 
An additional flat bone placed in front of the inner end of 
the coracoid called the epicoracoid. 1875 Blake Zool. 78 
The clavicle is single, and, unlike that in the Monotremata, 
is not associated with an epicoracoid bone. 

Epicoracoidal (epik^rakordal), a. [f. prec. 
-f-AL.] = prec. 

1871 Huxley Anat. Vert. 256 [In Crocodilia] the pectoral 
aren has no clavicle, and the coracoid has no distinct epi- 
coracoidal element. 


Epicorolline (epiktrr^lin, -sin), a. Bot. [f. 
Epi- + Corolla + -xne.] Inserted in or upon the 
corolla. 

Epicotyl (eplkp-til). Bot. [f. Epi- + Gr. Korvk-7) : 
see Cotyledon.] (See quot.) 

1880 C. & F. Darwin Movem. PI. 5 The stem imme- 
diately above the cotyledons will be called the epicotyl or 
plumule. 

Epicotyle*donary, a. Bot. [f. Epi- + Coty- 
ledon + -ary,] Situated immediately above the 
cotyledons. 

,1884 Bower & Scorr De Barfs Phaner. <5- Ferns 246 The 
bundles of the trace of the first epicotyledonary leaves insert 
themselves on the cotyledonary bundles at or close below 
the cotyledonary node. 

Epicranial (epikr<?bmal), a. Anat. [f, Epi- 
crani-um + -al.] Pertaining to the epicranium. 
Epicranial suture ; in insects (see quot, 1888). 
1831 R. Knox Cloquet's Anat. 774 Epicranial Lymphatics, 
They are distributed on all sides beneath the skin of the 
cranium. 1836 Todd& Bowman Phys. Anat. II. 67 Three 
muscles . . arising from the epicranial aponeurosis. 1888 
Rolleston & Jackson Anim. Life 140 Its dorsal surface 
or Epicranium is convex, and is marked by a Y-shaped epi- 
cranial suture. , 

t E picra’nidal, a. Obs. rare. [f. Gr. hn- 
icpavk, kiriKpavib-os the membrane of the cerebellum 
(see Epicranium).] Belonging to or situated in 
the cerebellum. 

1684 tr. Agrippds^ Van. Aries Hi. 135 Eratistratus [places 
the Soul] in the Epicranidal Membrane. 

I! Epicranium (epikr^-niym). Anat. [mod.L., 
f. Gr. h tl (see Epi-) + npavlov Cranium.] All that 
overlies the cranium or skull ; the scalp, 
b. In insects : The upper surface of the head. 
1888 [see Epicranial]. 


(I Epicra*sis. Obs. Med. [mod.L. epicrdsis, a. 
Gr. km jcpaxns, f. kmtcpa-, kmutpavvvvcu ; see Epi- 
CERASTIC.] 
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The process of ‘ tempering acrid ’humours ’ *; the 
use of epicerastics. 

x6zx G. Hakewil King David's Vow ago In such a case 
.. a skilful! Physician will use Epicrasis, as they call it, 
labouring to bring the body to a better temperature. 

Epicure (e*pikiui), sb. Also 6 epecur. [perh. 
an appellative use of Epicure (cf. Fr. Epicure, JX. 
Epicuro ),' ad. L. Epicurus (as pr. name now used 
in Lat. form), a. Gr. ’ Eni/covpos , the name of an 
Athenian philosopher ^300 b.c. It may, however, 
be ad. late L. epzcurius ( = L. epicureus) Epicurean, 
f. Epicurus ; cf. Vergyle, Ovyde, ad. L. Vergzlms, 
Ovidius. See Epicures, Epicury. 

It does not appear that epicure as a common noun was 
ever current in Fr. ; a single instance (pi. epicures , in sense 
2) is cited by Godef. from the Tresor of Brunetto Latino 
(13th c.), who in an identical passage in one of his Italian 
works uses epicurt The Italian lexicographers, however, 
suggest that the form epicuri both in this case and in the 
two or three instances of I4~i5th c. in which it is used for 
* Epicureans is a scribal error for the more usual epicurei 
or cpicurii.\ 

f JL A disciple or follower of Epicurus ; - Epi- 
curean B. 1 . a. A philosopher of the school of 
Epicurus. Obs. 

The distinctive doctrines of Epicurus were, 1. That the 
highest good is pleasure, which he identified with the prac- 
tice of virtue. 2. That the gods do not concern themselves 
at all with men’s affairs. 3. That the external world re- 
sulted from a fortuitous concourse of atoms. 

[1348 R. Hutten Sun of D min. R v b, To confyrme oure 
myndes against Epicures opinions. 1589 Cooper Admott. 

1 18 The schoole of Epicure , and the Atheists, is mightily 
increased in these dayes.] 1547 Bauldwin Philos, 20 a, 
Scholers of every secte became Epicures, but none of the 
Epicures became of other sectes. 1599 Davies Immort. 
Soul (1876) I. 26 Epicures make them swarmes of atomies. 
1627-77 Feltham Resolves i.-lxii. 96, I care not for the 
planed Stoic, there is a Sect between him and the Epicure. 
1773 Fletcher Whs. (1793) I. 70 Unrenewed Man has ima- 
gined with the Epicure, a careless God. 

t b. loosely. One who disbelieves in the divine 
government of the world, and in a future life ; one 
who recognizes no religious motives for conduct. 

1545 Jove Exp. Dan. xii. [xi.] 222 He describeth thefurye 
of the Epicures, .euen to contempne the very god. 1549 
Latimer Serm. bef Edzv. VI (Arb.) 54 Or els beleue (as 
y> Epecurs .do) .that after this life ther is neither hel nor 
heatien. 1633 G, Herbert Temple , Ch. Porch x. Were I 
an Epicure, I could bate swearing. 1691 Wood Ath. Qxon. 
I. 819 A professed unpreaching Epicure and Arminian. 
f2. One who gives himself up to sensual plea- 
sure, esp. to eating ; a glutton, sybarite. 

1565 in Strype Ann. Ref. I. xlv. 498 He marvelled why 
Feckenham should call him epicure [because he did not 
fast]. 1575 T. Rogers Sec. ComingChrist 12/2 Least hap- 
pely by possessing much tbey..fal into ryotousnesse, and 
so become Epicures. 1605 Shaks. Macb. v. iii. 8 Then fly, 
false Thanes, And mingle with the English Epicures. 1675 
Traherne Chr. Ethics App. 573 An epicure is for his wine 
or women or feasts continually. 1768-74 Tucker Li. Nat. 
(1852) I. 270 Nobody was less of an epicure than Epicurus 
himself. 1774 Goldsm. Nat. Hist. ( 1776) V. 154 The poultry 
kind maybe considered as sensual epicures, solely governed 
by their appetites. 

3. (The current sense.) One who cultivates a 
refined taste for the pleasures of the table ; one 
who is choice and dainty in eating and drinking. 

1586 T. B. tr. La Primaud. Fr. Acad. (1589) I. 210 Let 
us. .forsake the discipline and life of Epicures, and beware 
that our pallate , . be not moore sensible than our hart. 
a 1639 W. Whateley Prototypes it. xxxiv. (1646) 165 Such 
an epicure was Potiphar . . :o please his tooth and pamper 
his flesh with delicacies. 1662 Stillingfl. Orig. Sacr. in. 

i. § 18 More sweetness in knowledge, than the little Epicure, 
the Bee, tasts in his choicest flowers. 1756-82 J. Warton 
Ess. Pope II. x. 130 Our author himself was a great Epicure. 
1814 Scott Wav, xxix, As an epicure protracts, by sipping 
slowly, the enjoyment of a delicious beverage. 1872 Yeats 
Growth Comm . 61 Lucullus, a more refined epicure. 

b. transf. 

1670 G. H. Hist. Cardinals 1. 11. 49 The Cardinals . . play 
the Epicures with Musick as well as Meat. 1798 Ferriar 
llltestr, Sterne ii. 47 This is excellently calculated to excite 
the appetite of literary epicures. 1823 Chalmers Serm. I. 
382 Your epicures of feeling who riot in all the luxury of 
theatrical emotion. 1872 0 . W. Holmes Poet Breakf-t. 

ii. 54, I am afraid I am becoming an epicure in words. 

4. attrib. and Comb. 

1589 Greene Menapkon (Arb.) 70 Democles spent his 
time Epicure-like in all kinde of pleasures. 1593 Nashe 
Christ's T. 8q b, Like one of Rome’s Epicure Emperors. 
x66x Pepys Diary 3 May, The exceeding unmannerly and 
epicure-like palate of Mr. Creed. 1852 Dickens Bleak H. 
vi, I have the epicure-like feeling. 

T 35*picure, Obs. rare. [f. prec. sb.] trans. 
To indulge as an epicure ; in quot. reft. ; also, 
To epicure it — to play the epicure. 

1627-47 Feltham Resolves 1. xli. 132 It [the body] would 
complain of loathing and satiety, and so would the soul if it 
did ever epicure itself in joy. 1655 Fuller Hist. Camb. ii. 
§ 48 They did Epicure it in daily exceedings. 

t Epicureal, epicn rial, a. Obs. [f. L. epi- 
cure- us ^ epicuri-us (see next), + -al.] 

a. Characteristic of the Epicurean philosophy, 
b. Characteristic of a votary of sensual pleasure. 

a 1555 Bradford Wks. 228 Take from us our . . hypo- 
critical, and epicureal hearts. 1591 Harington Orl. Fur. y> 
note, Epicuriall and idle life. 2607 Topsell Four-f. Beasts 
(1673) 103 Baked in Pasties, for his liquorous Epicureal 
appetite. 1621 Burton Anat. Mel. 11. v. 1. v, But these 
are Epicureall tenents, tending to loosenesse of life. 1630 


Brathwait Eng, Genii (1641 1 88 Whose Epicureall mindes 
are only set upon prodigally expence. 1681 P. Rycaut 
Critick 174 In making an epicurial pleasure the ultimate 
term. 1727 Philip Quarll 10 These provisions being some- 
thing too Epicurial tor an Hermit. 

Epicurean (e*pikiurran), a. and sb. Also in 
6 epicurean©, 7 epicurian. [f. L. epicure-tts, late 
L. epzcurius (ad. Gr. kmKobpHos, f. ’E mtcovpos Epi- 
curus) + -AN. Cf. F r. j£picurienl\ 

A. adj. , 

1. Of of pertaining to Epicurus, or to . the ethical 
and physical system of philosophy taught by him. 

X586 T. B. La Primaud, Fr. Acatl u (1584* 442 Fortune 
being an Epicurian worde, rather than an Heathenish, xfias 
Burton A nat* Meln.m. m. ^1676) 205/2 It was no Epi- 
curean speech of an Epicure. 1662 Stillingfl. Orig. Sacr. 
in. ii, § 11 The Atomical or Epicurean Hypothesis. 1741 
Middleton Cicero III. xn. (1742) 378 That chief good of an 
Epicurean life, his private ease and safety, i86x Mill Utilit. 
ii. 11 There _ is no known Epicurean theory of life which 
does not assign to the pleasures of the intellect . . a much 
higher value as pleasures than to those of mere sensation. 

2. Devoted to the pursuit of pleasure ; hence, 
luxurious, sensual, gluttonous! Now chiefly; De- 
voted to refined and tasteful sensuous enjoyment. 

164s Milton Ch. Dtscipl 11. (1851) 66 Warming their 
Palace Kitchins, and from thence their unctuous, and epi- 
curean paunches. 1656 Cowxey Poems , Grasshopper , Volup- 
tuous, and Wise withal, Epicurean Animal 1 1850 Carlyle 
Latter- d. Pamph. vi. (1872! 192 No longer an earnest Na- 
tion, but ya light epicurean one. x868 Tennyson Lucretius 
215 Nothing to mar the sober majesties Of settled, sweet. 
Epicurean life. 

b. Suited to the taste of an epicure. 

1606 Shaks .Ant. $ Cl. 11. i. 24 Epicurean Cookes, Sharpen 
with cloylesse sawce his Appetite. 

B. sb. X, A disciple of Epicurus ; one who holds 
views similar to his. 

1605 Bacon Adv. Learn, n. xiv. § 9 Velleius the Epicurian 
needed not to have asked, why God should have adorned 
the heavens with stars. 3698 Norris Pract. Disc. (1707) 
IV. 101 He may think with the Epicurean, that God is an 
idle, unactive Being. 1732 Berkeley Alciph. iv. § 16 The 
very Epicureans allowed the being of gods. 2856 R. 
Vaughan Mystics (i860) I. 60 The Epicureans and the 
Stoics, .came forward to supply that moral want. 

2. One who makes pleasure the chief object of 
his life. 

a 1572 Knox Hist, Ref. Wks. (1846) I. 236 Symon Preas- 
toun . , a right Epicureane. a 165a J. Smith Sel. Disc. i. 25 
Those poor brutish Epicureans have nothing but the mere 
husks of fleshly pleasure to feed themselues with. 1825 
Scott Talism. x. He was a voluptuary and an epicurean. 
1866 iMotley Dutch Rep. 11. i. 131 A horde of lazy epicureans, 
telling beads and indulging themselves in luxurious vice. 

Epicureanism (espikiurraniz’m). [f. Epicu- 
rean + -ISM.J 

1. The philosophical system of Epicurus. 

<1x751 Bolingbroke Ess. Httm. Reason (R.), He that 
should take all his notions of . . Epicureanism from Balbus. 
1829 I. Taylor Enthus. iv. (18671 78 The modern Stoic (or 
Antinomian) . . borrows the practical part of Epicureanism. 

2. Adherence to the principles of Epicurus, or 
to what are commonly understood as such ; hence, 
devotion to a life of ease, pleasure, and luxury. 
Also transf. 

1847 Lewes Hist. Philos. (1867) I. 376 That pensive epi- 
cureanism which gives so peculiar a character to his poems. 
1855 Macaulay Hist. Eng. IV. 250 His dislike of the 
Puritans, .sprang, not from bigotry, but from Epicureanism. 
1872 Minto Eng. Lit . n. x. 6x1 This literary epicureanism 
(or rather gluttony*. 

Bpicure*anize, v. nonce-wd. [f. Epicurean 
+ -IZE.] trans. To render epicurean or pleasure- 
loving. 

1827 Hare Guesses (1859) 314 These naturally tend to 
enervate and epicureanize men’s minds. 

f E picuree. Obs. In 4 , 6 pi. ©picureis, -ees. 
See also Epicury. [ad. L. epicure-us (see Epicu- 
rean) ; cf. Pharisee ,] — Epicurean B. i. 

(In the first quot. epicureis appears to be the Lat. (pi. 
epictcrei with an Eng. pi. ending; cf. ephories and similar 
formations common in i6-i7th c.) 

1382 Wyclif Acts xvii. 18 Forsothe summe Epicureis and 
Stoycis , . disputiden . . with him. *535 Coverdale ibid., 
Certayne Philosophers of y e Epicurees & Stoikes. 

f E'picurely, adv. Obs. rare— \ [f. Epicure 
+ -LY-.j After the manner of an epicure ; luxu- 
riously. ' 

x599 Nashe Lenten Stujfe (1871) 109 His horses, .arepro- 
venaered epicurely. 

t Epicu reous, -ions, a. Obs. [f. L. epiczlre- 
us, late L. epicuri-us y - oua.] = Epicurean a. 

*553 Bale Gardiner's Obed. Pref. A ij, The double-faced 
epicureous biteshepe of Couentrye and Lichefelde ; x6o6 
Choice, Chance, «$• C. (i88r) 56 Another out of his epicurious 
humor, made a kind of oration in the praise of a goose pie. 
16x5 Hieron Wks. I. 661 That epicureous and desperat 
speech . . * Let vs eate and drinke, for to morrow we shall die *• 

Epicurial, -an : see Epicureal, -an. 
t Epicu'rical, a. Obs. rare . [f. Epicur-xjs + 
-10 + -AL,] = Epicurean a. 

1591 R. Turnbull S. fames 144 S. James [had to do] 
with Epicuricall professours. 

E'picnrish., a. rare. [f. Epicure + -ish.] Of 
the nature of an epicure ; sensual, voluptuous. 

*553 Bale Vocacyon in Earl Misc. (Malh.) I. 340 Many 
abhominable ydolatryes mainteined by the epiciirysh 
prestes. x6ox Bp, Barlow Def. Prot. Rel. 152 This is an 


EPICURISM. 

Epicurish securitie. d 1623 W. Pemble Salomon's Recant, \ 
(3628) 14 Brutish, sensual and epicurish. 

Hence Epicu*rislily adv. 

1834 Wilson in Rlackw .. Mag. XXXV. 1004 Gluttonously ; 
or epicurishly inclined. i 

Epicurism (e-pikiurhz’m). . Also 6-7 epicu- 
rism©, 7-8 epicureism. [Two formations ; ( 1 ) f. i 
Epicurus, after mod.L. type Epicurismus ; cf. Fr. 1 
Epicurisme ('perh. the immediate source), It., Sp. 
Epicurismo, (a) f. Epicure + -ism. 

As the sb. epicure long continued to be used with 
distinct consciousness of its connexion with the name of the 
philosopher, the two formations cannot be accurately dis- 
tinguished exc. in recent examples. The accentuation 
shown above belongs properly to the second formation 
(sense 3) ; in the now rare sense 1 most persons would prob. 
say epicu'rism as in Johnson). Bailey (1736 places the 
accent on 2nd syllable, as app. in Shaks.'Z^ri. iv. 165 ; cf. 
the verse quots. s.v. Epicurize. The i7~i8th c. epicureism 
is perh. strictly f. L. epicure-us : cf. Ger. epikuraistnus .] 

. 1. The philosophical system of Epicurus ; doc- 
trines regarded as analogous to that system ; at- 
tachment to such opinions. Now rare ; more 
commonly Epicureanism. 

1 S 75 Fulke Confut . Doct. Purgatory (1577) 444 Epicu- 
reisme and Saduceisme is more common at Rome then 
Christianitye. a 1593 H. Smith Arrow agst. Atheists 11622) 
49 There seemeth small difference betweene Epicurisme, 
Atheisme, and Mahometisme. 1862 Merivale Rom. Emp. 
(1865) VI. liii. 32 7 They had resigned themselves to Epi- 
curism. .or had cultvated Stoicism. 

1 2. Practical conformity to the (supposed) prin- 
ciples of Epicurus; the pursuit of pleasure ; sen- 
suality. Obs. 

1586 Ferne Blaz. Gentrie 20 Not the notes of Nobilitie, 
but the marks of Epicurisme, and companions to effemi- 
nacie. 1605 Shaks. Lean . iv. 265 Epicurisme and Lust 
Make it [our Court] more like a Tauerne, or a Brothell 
Than a grac’d Pallace. 1691-8 Norris Pract. Disc. 138 
Nothing but meer Sensuality and Epicurism. 1775 Burke 
Corr. (1844) II. 18 This- general affection to religion .. will 
make a common cause against Epicurism, 
fb. Excess in eating ; gluttony. Obs. 

1386 Cogan Haven Health ccxii. (16121 190 That Epi- 
curisme, which is too much vsed in England, and especially 
of Merchants, .to sit eating, .for the space of three or four 
hours. 1613 Middleton Triumphs of Truth , First then I 
banish from this Feast of Joy, All Excesse, Epicurisme, 
both which destroy The Healths of Soule and Body. 1614 
T. Adams Devils Banquet 291 Poysoning to Italie, Drun- 
kennesse toGermanie, Epicurisme to England. 

3. The disposition and habits of an epicure; 
cultivated taste in the pleasures of the table. 

<2x6x9 Fotherby Atkeom. i. (1622) xi6 Yea, and euen 
Salomon obserueth the . same kind of Epicurisme. 1665 
Pepys Diary (1879' HI. 226 Captain Cocke, for whose 
Epicurisme a dish of partridges was sent for. 1752 Johnson 
Rambler No. 206 F 13 He is venerated by the professors 
of epicurism, as the only man who understands the niceties 
of cookery. 1823 Lamb Elia (i860) 130 The heats of epi- 
curism put out the gentle flame of devotion. 1830 M. 
Donovan Dom. Econ. I. 197 The epicurism of consumers 
of malt liquors. 

b. transf (Cf. Epicure 3 b.) 

1653 Fuller Ch. Hist . n. ii. § x8 But such is the epi- 
curism of modern times to addulce all words to the ear 
that, etc. 1661 Pepys Diary 23 Sept., I never did pass a 
night with more epicurism of sleep. 1675 Traherne Chr. 
Ethics App. 573 A vertuous man is. .more prone to celestial 
epicurisme, if I may so speak, than all the world besides. 
2860 Smiles Self-Help x. 272 Much of our reading is but 
the indulgence of a sort of literary epicurism. 

+ Epicurist. Obs . [f. Epicur-us 4- - 1 ST.] ** 

Epicurean sb. 

x6io Healey St. Aug. Citie of God 729 Were not the EpI- 
curists in great accoumpt at Athens. 

t Epicu*rity« Obs. rare . [f. Epicure 4 - -ity.] 
Luxurious living ; sensual indulgence. 

1375 Fenton Gold. Epist. (1577) 26 The houses of good 
knights ought to bee as schoples of instruction to youth, and 
not Tauerns to pi-ofesse epicuritie. Ibid. 41. 

t Epi'CUrize, v. Obs. [f. Epicur-us (or Epi- 
cure) + -IZE ; cf. late L. epicurizdre ( 5 th c.).] 

1, intr. To profess or practise the doctrine of 
Epicurus ; esp. to live luxuriously. 

x6ax Burton A nat. Mel. Democr. (1676) 35/2 Let them 
tyrannize, epicurize, oppress, luxuriate, consume themselves 
with factions, etc. a x688 [see Epicurizing ppl a.]. 

2. To play the epicure; to feast daintily or 
luxuriously. Const, on. Also Jig. 

1634 Brereton Trap. (1844) 18 The English burgomaister 
..was also epicurizing at this time, as the day before at 
Scedara. 1672 Marvell Reh. Transp. 84 That Fellow ., 
epicurizes upon burning Coals. 1678 Cudworth Intell. 
Syst. i. v. 8 These evil Demons therefore did as it were 
deliciate and epicurize in them. 

fig. 1642 Fuller Holy $ Prof. St. v. xvii. 426 Spending 
them [men's lives] by degrees and epicurizing on their pain. 
a x688 T. Flatman tr. Ovid's Ep. Laod. to Prof. 19 My 
greedy Eyes epicuriz'd on thine, axqxx Ken Edmund 
Poet. Wks. 1721 II. 269 He and th' infernal Powers epi- 
curis’d. That Tobroc murder’d was while unbaptis’d. 
Hence Epicuri-zing vbl. sb. and ppl. a. 

1632 Gaule Magastrom. 4 Let it . . be interpreted . . of 
their epicurizing, or their sacrificing to the stars, a 1688 
Cudworth Serin. 87 (T.) Epicurizing philosophy, Antino- 
mian liberty. 

t E picury, a. Obs. rare— 1 , [ad.iate L. epicu- 
ri-us { = epicureusX f, Epicur-us.] ~ Epicurean a. 
m [c 1430 Pilgr. Lyf Man. hi. xl. ('1869)156 Who ben, quod 
j, Epicurie ? It ben, quod she, a folk that of here persede 
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sale maken a god.] 3343 Joys Exp. Dan. xU.Jxi.l222 Seinge 
this epicury godles furye be so horrible a sinne agayenst 
gods highe maiesty. Ibid. 222 b, These epicurye opinions. 

Epicycle (e-pisoik’l), sb. Forms: (4 episiele, 

5 epicikle, epycikle), 6-7 epicicle, (7 epycycle), 
7- epicycle, [ad. L. epicyclus, a. Or. kmjcvfckos, 
f. kvi upon 4 * kvkXos circle.] 

1 . A small circle, having its centre on the cir- 
cumference of a greater circle. Chiefly Astron . 

In the Ptolemaic system of astronomy each of the ‘seven 
planets ’ was supposed to revolve in an epicycle, the centre 
j of which moved along a greater circle called a deferent. 

I This conception, though superseded as a physical explana- 
tion, describes with approximate correctness the relative 
motion of a planet when the earth is assumed as fixed ; and 
it is therefore still occasionally used for this purpose by 
modern astronomers. 

£•1391 Chaucer Astral, ri. § 35 The Moone Moeuyth the 
contrary from othere planetes as in hire Episiele. 14x3 
Lydg. Pilgr. Sowle v. 1. (18591 70 In the circumference of 
eueriche of these cercles, was sette a lytel Cercle .. which 
Cercleis cleped of Astronomyens the Epicikle. 1361 Eden 
Arte of Nauig. 1. xx. 22. 1571 Campion Hist. Irel. u. vii. 

(*633) 97 The sun . . standing still in his epicycle the space 
of three hours. 2613 M. Ridley Magn. Bodies 41 The 
needle, .doth turne hxmselfe twise about, and make two 
whole circles, orepicicles in this voyage. 1670 Wallis in 
Phil. Trans. V. 2070 The Earth describes a small Epicycle 
about the Common Center of Gravity of the Earth and 
Moon, 1726 tr. Gregory's Astron. I. 194 Such . . as still 
maintained, that .the Earth was Immovable, made Mercury 
and Venus move in Epicycles round the Sun. x86o Gen. 
P. Thompson ^ udi Alt, III. exxii. 68 Copernicus or whoever 
. .scattered the cycles and epicycles which had gone before. 
fig. 1643 Sir T. Browne Relig. Med. 1. § 6, I love to., 
follow the great wheele of the Church, by which I move, 
not reserving any proper poles or motion from the epicycle 
of my owne brain. 1831 Carlyle Sart. Res. (1858) 157 
What infinitely larger Cycle ipf causes) our little Epicycle 
revolves on. 

2 . In mod. Astron. sometimes used for : The 
curve described, by a planet moving in an epicycle, 
i. e. its geocentric path. 

1854 Moseley Astron. Iiv. (ed, 4^ 170 The path of the 
planet, . will be a curve, called an Epicycle accurately. 

+ E*picycle, v. Obs. rare- 1 , [f. prec. sb.] 
trans. To cause to move in an epicycle. 

1652 Benlowes _ Theoph. vii. xli, Thy Law. .Does epicycle 
their obliquely gliding Cars. 

Epicyclic (episrklik), a. [f. prec. 4- -ic.] Of 
or pertaining to epicycles. Epicyclic train : one 
in which the axes of the wheels revolve around 
a common centre. 

1837 Whewell "Hist. Induct. Sc. in. iv. § 2 I. 197 The 
supposition of uniform circular motions, on which the epi- 
cyclic hypothesis proceeds. 1878 Newcomb Pop. Astron. 
Introd. 5 The theory of the epicyclic motions of the planets. 
x88x Proctor Poetry Astron. viii. 277 Those points of its 
[the moon’s] epicyclic orbit about the earth where it is at 
its nearest to us. 

Hence Epicyclical a. = Epicyclic. 

1837 Whewell Hist. Induct, Sc. hi. iv. § 6 I. 317 The epi- 
cycltcal theory. 1854 Moseley A strou. Iiv. 170 With respect 
to Venus, an analogous Epicyclical path, .will be found. 

Epicycloid (episarkloid). [f. Epicycle 4- 
-oid ] A curve generated by a point in the cir- 
cumference of a moveable circle, which, revolves on 
that of a fixed circle ; in accurate phraseology the 
term is now limited to the case in which the move- 
able circle rolls on the exterior of the other (for- 
merly exterior epicycloid ) ; the name hypocycloid 

■ being employed for what was formerly called the 
interior epicycloid. 

c 1790 Imison Sch. Art 1. 36. 1816 J. Smith Panorama 
Sc. \ Art l. 356 The acting faces of the leaves of the 
pinion should be parts of an interior epicycloid, .and the 
acting surfaces of the teeth of the wheel should be portions 
of an exterior epicycloid. 1884 F. Britten Watch # Clockm . 
289 The action should be confined as nearly as possible to 
the epicycloid on the wheel. 

Epicycloidal (episriklordal), a. [f. prec. 4* 
-al.] Of the form or nature of an epicycloid. 

x8x2 Woodhouse Astron. xvi. 172 The true pole. . will de- 
scribe an epicycloidal curve. 1837 Whewell Hist. Induct. 
Sc. 111. iv. § 3 I. 205 The epicycloidal form of her orbit. 
1884 F. Britten Watch fy Clockm. 292 The pinion.. must 
have the epicycloidal addendum to secure proper actibn. 

Epideictic, -ktic (epidorktik), a. Also 8 
epidictic. [ad. Gr. ImSei/m/f- 6 s, f. Im + SeiKvvvm 
to show.] Adapted for display or show - off ; 
chiefly of set orations. Hence Epideictical a. 
1790 V. Knox Winter Even. ed. 2) II. 197 Eloquence of that 
: kind, which , the ancient j rhetoricians denominated the 
epidictic. 1795 Charac. in Ann. Reg. 20/1 Philosophic 
dialogues and epideiktic orations. 3874 Farrar Christ 
(ed. 2 1 II. xxxv, He would not work any epideictic miracle 
at their bidding. 

t Epide*mia»l, a. obs. [a. OF. epidemial, f. 

| ipidemie (see Epidemy).] = Epidemic a. A. 1. 

1607 Dekker Knts. Conjnr. (1842) 76 Rarbarisme Was now 
growneto be an epidemiall disease. 1627 Bp. Wren % Serm. 
15 The Epidemiall prophanation of our times, a 1641 Bp. 
Mquntagu Acts 6* Mon. (1642) 184 To cure diseases epide- 
miall. X710T, Fuller Phami. Extemp. 94. 1809 Pearson 
in Phil. Trans. XCIX. 317 That very common and exten- 
sively epidermal disease of our climate, the winter cough . 

+ £pide‘miazi, a. Obs. rare. [f. Epidemy 4- 
i -an.] = prec. 

1599 T. M[oufet 3 Silkwbrmes 56 That strange and Epi- 

■ demian sweate. 


EPIDEMIOGRAPHIST. 

Epidemic (epide*mik). a. and sb. [ad. Fr. 
epidemique, f. epidemic (see Epidemy).] 

A. adj. 

1. Of a disease : * Prevalent among a people or 
a community at a special time, and produced by 
some special causes not generally present in the 
affected locality’ (Syd. Soc. Lex). 

1603 Lodge Treat. Plague B ij b, Epidemick. .common 
vnto all people, or to the moste part of them. 1622 Bacon 
Hen. PI I. 6 It was conceived not. to be an epidemick 
disease, but to proceed from a malignity in the constitution 
of the air. 1783 Cowper Lett, 29 Sept., The epidemic fever 
..has prevailed much in this part of the kingdom. 1798 
M althus. Papal, (1817) II. 123 The endemic and epidemic 
diseases in Scotland fall chiefly, as is . usual, on the poor. 
1871 Tyndall Fragm. Sc. (ed. 6) II. xii. 280 Reproductive 
parasitic life is at the root of epidemic disease. 

Jig. 1642 Vind. King p. iii, The Epidemicke trouble of our 
age. 1703 Rowe Fair PeniL v. i. 1921 Contagious Fury 
And Epidemick Madness.. 1823 Scott Peveril xxxv, In- 
fluenced with, .the epidemic terror of an imaginary danger. 
x868 M. Pattison ^ cadent. Org. § 5. 133 The mania for prize 
scholarships, then epidemic, infected the curators. 

If nonce-use. Affected with an epidemic. 
xy8t Cowper Conversation 391 We next enquire. .Of 
epidemic throats. 

f2. In more extended sense : Wide-spread, widely 
prevalent, universal. Obs. 

1643 Milton Divorce u. xiv. (1851) 97 A toleration of epi- 
demick whordom. 1667 Waterhous e Fire Lond. no That 
Epidemique mercy that he hath obliged all by. a 1743 
Swift Wks (1841) II. 222 The trade of universal stealing is 
not so epidemic there as with us. 

®ff 3. ?That is a product of a particular region; 
cf. Epichorial. Obs. 

1634 Sir T. Herbert Trav. 150 They have Arack or 
Usquebagh, distilled from Dates or Rice, both which are 
Epidemick, in their mirth and Festivals. 

B. sb. An epidemic disease. 

1799 Med. Jml. II. 468 He observed the variolous epi- 
demic among a flock of sheep. x86x Flor. Nightingale 
Nursing ii. xx There are schools . . where ‘ children's 
epidemics ' are unknown. 

fig. 1737 Burke A bridgm . Eng. Hist , 11. ii. Wks. (1812)267 
An epidemick of despair.. 1856 Sir B. Brodie Psychol . Inq . 
I. i. 26 There are epidemics of opinion as well as of disease. 

Epidemical (epide*mikal), a. Also 7 epi- 
dimicall. [f. prec. 4 - -AL.] 

1. Of diseases : of an epidemic character. 

1621 Burton A nat. Mel. Democr. 11676) 35/1 Cure us 
of our Epidemical diseases. 1669 Worlidge Syst. Agric, 
(1681) 297 Still and quiet Summers being the, most, .subject 
to Pestilential and Epidemical Diseases. 1728 Morgan 
A Igiers 1 . iv. 98 Their [camels’] epidemical Distemper is the 
Mange. 1751 Phil. Trans. XLVII. lxiii. 385 The plague 
. .has been mostly sporadic, seldom epidemical. x8x6 F. H. 
Naylor Hist. Gemiajiy II. xxii. 316 An epidemical malady 
had raged among the cattle. x88x Sat. Rev. 5 Feb. 172 Colds 
were epidemical ; there were choruses of coughing. 

Jig. a 1640 Jackson Wks. II. 380 This hypocrisie. .epidemi- 
cal to this nation, c x68o in Somers Tracis II. 321 Let such 
a Prince beware of epidemical Discontents. 1720 Welton 
Sujf. Son of God I. vi. 107 Those Vices, which are most 
prevalent and epidemical in the World. 1780 Cowper Lett. 
5 Oct., That bashful and awkward restraint, so epidemical 
among the youth of our country. x8x8 Hallam Mid. Ages 
(18721 I. 35 Every means was used to excite an epidemical 
frenzy. 

b. Pertaining to, characterized by an epidemic 
or epidemics. 

1798 Malthus Popul. (3817)11. 1 86 The common epidemi- 
cal years which are interspersed throughout these tables. 

i 2. General, prevalent, universal ; that is to be 
found everywhere ; = Epidemic A. 2 . arch, or Obs. 

1628 Pym Sp. in Rushw. Hist. Coll. (1659) 1 * 600 Wedded, to 
the love of epidemical and popular errors, a 1658 Cleveland 
Rebel Scot iii, Scotland’s a Nation Epidemical. 1774 J. 
Bryant Mythot. 1 . 131 He had great knowledge ; yet could 
not help giving way to this epidemical weakness. 1836 
Sparks Biog ., Mather VI. vii. 329 Contrary to the epi- 
demical expectation of the country. 

t b. nonce-xisc. ? Belonging to the whole people. 
1642 Howell For. Trav. (Arb.) 76 That great Epidemi- 
cal! Counsell [Parliament] wherein every one from the Peere 
to the Plebeian hath an inclusive Vote. 

3. quasi-^A pl. rare — l . Epidemical diseases. 
1802 Med. Jml. VIII. 281 What candour and ability in 
his History of Epidemicals ! 

Hence Spide'xnlcally adv., in an epidemic man- 
ner : a. like an epidemic disease ; b. in a wide- 
spread manner, generally, universally. Epi- 
de’micalness, the state of being epidemic. 

1641 Frogs of Egypt 2 They were heretofore so Epidemi- 
cally strict. 1637 G. Starkey Helmont's Vind. 29 The 
disease was epidemically malignant, a 1691 Boyle Wks. 
VI. 372 An ingredient should be generally friendly, before 
it be entertained epidemically in our daily diet. 1843 
Stocqueler Handbk. ■ Brit . India (1854) 380 Cholera and 
small-pox generally make their appearance epidemically 
once or twice a year. 1646 W. Price Mans Delinquencic 
4 The Epidemicalnesse and spreading universality [of ini- 
quities and trespasses]. 

Epidemicity (e.*pid/mi*slti). [f. Epidemic 4- 
-ity.] The quality of being epidemic. 

1880 Sir J. Fayrer in Nature XXI. 229/1 Not. .that our 
enquiries should be restricted to mere epidemicity alone, 

Epidemiographist (e*.pidf-mi^-grafist). [f. 
next 4- - 1 ST.] A writer on epidemiography. 

1883 C. Creichton tr. Hirsch’s Handbk. Gedg. <J- Hist. 
Pathol. I. 140 1 ts everyday occurrence . . weakened the 
interest of the epidemiographists towards it. 
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Epidemiography (epidz:mVgrafi\ [f. Gr. 
k.ndt}puo~s + -ypa<pla writing.] A treatise upon, or 
history of, epidemic diseases. 

In mod. Diets. 

Epidemiological (epid^mwty-d^ikal), a. [f. 
as next + -ic + -al.] Of ox pertaining to epide- 
miology. Hence Epi&enaiolo'gically adv., in an 
epidemiological manner or way. 

1881 M. Knapp Disasters 23 This is a new etiological fact 
for epidemiological societies to consider. . 1883 Fortn. Rev. 
\ Aug. 183 The pathological, and epidemiological ideas that 
were current. 1882 Cobbold in Linn . Sec. Jrnl. XVI. 187 
Epidemiologically speaking. 

Epidemiologist (epid^mi^-lod^st). [f. next 
+ -1st.] One who studies epidemic diseases. 
s88o J. Fayrer in Nature XXI. 230 The most important 
. . information to the epidemiologist. 1883 Fortn . Rev . 
1 Aug. 1 81 An outbreak which epidemiologists have always 
been unable to explain. 

Epidemiology (epidz'mitp-lodgi). [f. Gr. km- 
Sijfuo-s epidemic + -koyla discoursing (see -logy). 
Cf. Fr. epidemiologic.'] That branch of medical 
science which treats of epidemics. 

1873 J. P. Parkin (title), Epidemiology, or the Remoter 
Causes of Epidemic Diseases. 1883 Fortn. Rev. 1 Aug. 
176 It is just here the student of epidemiology comes in with 
his * Distinguo \ 

t Bpidemy. Obs. Forms : 5 epi-, epydemye, 
impe-, ipydymye, ipedemye, 8-9 epidemy. 
[a. OF. ypidime , impidemie , Fr. epidemic , ad. 
late 1 L. epidemia, epidimia , Gr. emSy/xia prevalence 
of an epidemic, f. kmhr)pu-o$ t f. km + hrjfxos people.] 
An epidemic disease, esp. the plague. Also attrib . 

1472 Sir J. Paston in Poston Lett . No. 703 III. 59 Many 
off the sowders that went to hym into Bretayne been dede 
off the fflyxe, and other ipedemye. 1483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 
22/1 A grete pestelence whiche was called the botch of im- 
pedymye, 1494 Fabyan v. cxxxv. 121 In the yere folowyng 
dyed of the epedemye sikenesse, the holy abbesse of Ely. 
Ibid. vn. 612 And there also they dyed sore of y« sykenesse 
of ipydjunye. 1809 State Paper in Ann. Reg. 853/2 How. 
ever this destructive epidemy originated. 1809 Pearson in 
Phil. Trans. XCIX. 321 That constant epidemy of the 
British islands, the winter chronical pneumonia. 

. fig- 1813 Examiner 15 Feb, 103/1 We discover this wither- 
ing epidemy. 

Epideudral (epidemdral), a. Bot. [f. Epi- + 
Gr. Hiedp-av tree + -al.] That grows upon trees. 

1882 Vines Sachs’ Dot. 838 Aerial roots of epidendral 
Orchids. 

Epidendric (epide'ndrik), a. Bot. [f. as prec. 
+ -icj = prec. 

1880 A. R. Wallace I si. Life 307 Epidendric orchids. 
1885 H. 0 . Forbes Nat. Wand. vi. lii. 463 The epidermis 
of an epidendric orchid. 

Epiderm (e*pid5im). [ad. F. ipiderme , ad. 
mo a.L. epidermis, epidermal] = Epidermis in its 
various senses. 

1835-6 Todd Cycl. Anat. I. 349/1 An intermediate layer 
of unhardened epiderm. 1845 Lin dley Sch Bot. x. 11858) 
163 Leaves are expansions of bark, .enclosed in a skin or 
epiderm. 1887 Blackmore Springhaven (ed. 4) II. xvi. 226 
He would not have imperilled the gloss of his epiderm. 

II Epiderma. Obs. [mod.L. epiderma ; see 
prec.] = Epidermis. 

1582 Hester Seer. Phiorav. in. xxxviii. 54 Many tymes 
moste of them doe chaunge that subtill skinne called of the 
Doctours Epiderma. 

Epidermal (epido-imal), a. [f. Epiderm + 
-al.] Of or pertaining to the epidermis, whether 
in animals or plants. 

1816 Kirby & Sp. Entomol. (1843) II. 385 Its usual plan is 
to insinuate itself between the epidermal membranes of the 
leaf. 1835 Lindley Introd. Bot. (1848) I. 146 The last cyto- 
blasts which the epidermal tissue forms. 1854 Owen in 
Circ. Sc. (c. 1805) II. 69/2 The thick epidermal scutes called 
‘tortoise-shell 1873 Mivart Elem. Anat. vii. 238 Snakes 
cast off the entire epidermal investment at once. 

Epidermatoid (epidaMmatoid), a. [f. as 
next -1- -oiD.J Resembling an epidermis. 

In mod. Diets. 

Epidermatous (epidsumatss), a. [f. Epi- + 
Gr. Sep/AdT-, stem of dipfxa skin + -ous.] Pertain- 
ing to the epidermis. 

1854 Moseley Astron. iv. (ed. 4) 24 That train of epider- 
matous calamities. 

Epidermeons (epidaum/bs), a. [f. Epiderm 
+ -(E)otrs.] = Epidermic. 

In mod. Diets. 

Epidermic (espids-imik), [f. Epiderm + -ic; 
cf. F. epidermique.] Of or pertaining to the epi- 
dermis; of the nature of an epidermis. 

1830 R. Knox Beclard s Anat. 54 Some physiologists still 
place the horny or epidermic substance among the primitiv e 
fibres. 1836-9 Todd Cycl. Anat. II. 127/1 In the Trema- 
tode worms epidermic spines are seldom developed. 1872 
Huxley Phys. i. 9 The razor ought only to cut epidermic 
structures. 

t Epidemical (epidS-jmikal), a. Obs. [f, as 
prec. + -al.] — prec. Hence Epide'rmically adv., 
by the epidermic method ; by means of the epi- 
dermis ; upon the outer skin. 

l6 9$ J* Beaumont On Burnet’s Th. Eartk ir. 79 Any Dis- 
solution of such a pitiful Epidermical covering. 185a 
Fraser ’s Mag. XLVI. 93 To fasten on a fillet of the raw 
fish epidemically. 1854 Badham Halieut. 459 By apply- 
ing it epidemically. 


Epidensiidal (epidsumidal), a. [f. Gr. km- 
Beppid-, stem of kmSepfJLts + -AL.] « Epidermal. 

In mod. Diets. 

Epidermis (epide*imisL [a. mod.L. epidermis , 
a. Gr. kmdeppis, f. km upon + bkppa skin.] 

1 . Anat. The outer (non-vascular) layer of the 
skin of animals ; the cuticle or scarf-skin. 

1626 Bacon Sylva § 207 They never infect, hut by 
such a Touch. .as cometh within the Epidermis. 1650 
Bulwer Anthropomei. 156 They remain like peel’d Ewes, 
until their Faces have recovered a new Epidermis. 1774 
Goldsmith Nat. Hist. (1862)1. xi. 215 The blackness lay 
in the epidermis, or scarf-skin. 1813 Sir H. Davy Agric. 
Chem. (1814) 57 The epidermis is not vascular, and it merely 
defends the interior parts from injury, 1842 Barham Ingot. 
Leg., St. Medard , It fail’d, .to raise on the tough epidermis 
a lump or bump ! 3860 Emerson Cond. Life Wks. (Bohn II. 
31 1 A squint, a pug-nose, mats of hair, the pigment of the 
epidermis, betray character. 

transf. 1850 Leitcii tr. Muller’s Anc. Art § 3x0. 353 The 
epidermis of the ancient statues is formed of the smearing 
with wax. 18x9 Syd. Smith Whs. <1859) 'I. 260/2 The epi- 
dermis of the country has hardly as yet been scratched. 

b. = Ectoderm or Epiblast. 

3877 H uxley A nat. Inv. An. i. 55 From the epidermis all 
cuticular and cellular exoskeletal parts, and all the integu- 
mentary glands are developed. 

2 . Conch. The outer animal integument of a shell. 
17SS Gent l . Mag. XXV. 32 Epidermis, the marine cover- 
ing, or incrustation, which is taken off to shew the native 
beauty of the shell. 1828 Stark Elem. Nat. Hist. 1 . no 
Shell . . with a wrinkled brown or chestnut epidermis, and 
glossy white within. 1858 Geikie Hist. Boulder v. 91 The 
perfect shell, .displayed its russet epidermis. 

3 . Bot. ‘The true skin of a plant below the cuticle * 
(7 Yeas, Bot.). 

1813 Sir H. Davy Agric. Chem. (1814' 178 Wheat, oats, and 
many of the hollow grasses, have an epidermis principally 
of siliceous earth. 1880 Gray Struct. Bot. iii. § iv. 89. 
1870 Bentley Bot. 37 Tabular parenchyma is found in the 
epidermis. 

Epidermoid (epidsumoid), a. [f. Epiderm 
-t-oid.] Of the nature of epidermis. 

3835-6 Todd Cycl. A nat. I. 385/1 A cuticular or epidermoid 
covering cannot be detected in health. 1853 Kane Grinnell 
Exp. xxx. (1856)263 A clean screen between my epidermoid 
and seal-skin integuments. 1876 Gross Dis. Bladder 48 
Epithelial hyperplasm, with epidermoid transformation. 
Hence E:pidermordal a = prec. 

1830 Lindley Nat. Sysi. Bot. 290 Translucent cellular plants, 
destitute of stomata, having no epidermoidal layer. 1876 tr. 
Wagner’s Gen. Pathol. 466 On this border the epidermoidal 
layer extends and divides, becoming, as it were, fan-shaped. 

Epidemics e (espidbimJ^s). them. [f. Epi- 
derm + - 08 E.] (See quot.) 

1847-9 Todd Cycl. A nat. IV. 166/2 A small quantity of in- 
soluble matter [in the epidermis] which he [Bonchardat] 
calls epidermose. 

t E pidi ate'ssaron. Music. Obs . [f. Gr. kni 
upon + diartaadpcov the interval of a fourth.] 
(See quot.) 

1597 M0RLEY Introd. Mus. 98 This waye, some terme a 
Fuge in epidiatessaron, that is in the fourth above. 
Epidictie, obs. form of Epideictic. 
Bpididymal (epidrdimal), a. [f. next + -al.] 
Pertaining to the epididymis. 

a 1693 Urquhart Rabelais m. xxxil 274 The Epididymal 
Store-house of Man. 

Epididymis (epidi-dimis). Anat. Also 7 
epididimis, -damies. [a. Gr. knMvpis, f. km 
upon + 8 iSv{jloi testicles.] 4 A long, narrow struc- 
ture attached to the posterior border of the ad- 
joining outer surface of the testicle, and consisting 
chiefly of coils of the efferent duct, which emerge 
from it as the vas deferens ’ (Syd. Soc. Lex.). 

1610 B. J onson A Ich. iii, iii, Shee must milke his Epididi- 
mis, Where is the Doxie ? a 3652 Brome Court Beggar iv. 
iii, To save his Epididamies. 1768-74 Tucker Lt. Nat. I. 
480 Animalcules, .being never found, unless in the cellules 
producing them, in the epididymis, the vas deferens and the 
vesicles. 3870 Rolleston Anim. Life 134 A convoluted 
epididymis-like mass of a yellowish colour. 

Hence E:pididymi-tis, Path [see -ms], inflam- 
mation of the epididymis. 

1849-52 Todd Cycl. Anat , IV. 991/1 A lad . . affected with 
epididymitis. 3874 Buren Dis. Genii. Org. 63 In this way 
epididymitis may sometimes be averted. 

Epidiorite : see Epi- prefix. 

_ Epidote (e-pidtfut). Min. [a. Fr. Spidote , f. as 
if on Gr. *kmdoTbs, f. hndidbvcu to superadd, f. kni 
upon + Sidovai to give. 

First used in Fr. by Haiiy, who explains it as meaning lit. 

‘ qui are9u un accroissement * \Mineralogie 1801. III. 1121, 
and as denoting a great additional length in the base of the 
crystal as compared with that of certain allied minerals 
with which it was previously confused.] 

A mineral common in many crystalline rocks, 
consisting largely of the silicate of iron and lime. 
It usually takes the form of flattened needles, 
and has a peculiar yellowish-green colour. 

1808 T. Allan Minerals 2 Akanticone or Thallite, Epidote. 
1879 Rutley Study Rocks x. 127 Epidote seldom gives 
direct evidence of its derivation from pyroxenic minerals. 

Hence Epido*tic a., pertaining to or resem- 
bling epidote, containing epidote. E-pidoti*- 
ferous a ., bearing or containing epidote. 

1849 Dana Geol. (1850) 565 The granitic and epidotic veins. 
3862 — Man. Geol. 76 An epidotic gneiss. 2884 Harped s 
Mag. 159/2 Veins of . . epidotiferous quartz. 


Epigaeous, variant of Epigeous. 

+ Epiga ster. Obs. [ad. Fr. epigastre.] = 

Epigastrium. 

1653 Urquhart Rabelais 1 . xxvii, A smart souse on the 
Epigaster. 

Epigastrial (epigarstriaL, a. [f. Epigastri- 
um + -al.] =• next. 

2767 A. Campbell Lexlph. fed. 4' V 130 Get me a feather, 
that I may. .resuscitate the convulsive motion of his epigas- 
trial regions. 

Epigastric (epigse-strik), a. [f. Epigastr- 
ium -r -10.] 

Of or pertaining to the epigastrium. Epigastric 
speech (nonce- use) : ventriloquism. 

1656 8x Blount Glossogr. s.v. Vein , Epigastrick veins. 
3678 in Phillips. 1798 in Phil. Trans . LXXXVIII. 349 
The heart, .appeared to be situated in the epigastric region 
of the abdomen. 1804 Abernkthy Surg. Observ. 214 To avoid 
the epigastric artery. 1852 James Pequinillo III. 93 A 
gentle glow, .was comforting the epigastric region, i860 
Milnes in Edin. Rev. Jan. 191 Sidney Rigdon, a man., 
subject to the strange phenomena of spiritual epilepsy and 
epigastric speech. 1877^ Huxley Anat. Inv. An. vi. 343 
The latter is again subdivided into two epigastric lobes. 

1' Epiga strical, a. Obs. [f. as prec. + -al.] 
= prec. 

1623 Hart A rraignm. Ur. ii. 4 The eight epigastricall 
muscles. 1650 Bulwer Anthrofomct. 182 The congress of 
the Mamillaries descendent, with the Epigastrical as- 
cendent. 

Epigastriocele (epigse-stri^sDl). Path. [f. 
Gr. imyactTpio-s + fcr}\r) tumour.] An abdominal 
hernia near the epigastrium. 

IS Epigastrium (epigse-strmm). Anat . [mod. 
L., ad. Gr. kiriycoTpiov, neut. of kiuyaarptos, f. km 
upon + yavTTjp stomach. Cf. F. epigastre.] i That 
part of the abdomen which is immediately over 
the stomach’ (Syd. Soc. Lex.). 

3681 tr. Willis’ Rem. Med. Whs. Voc., Epigastrium , 
the same with abdomen, or the outward part of the belly, 
1767 Gooch 7 re at. Wounds 1. 375 The upper part of the 
Abdomen is called Epigastrium. 1877 Roberts Handbk. 
Med. i,ed. y I. 41 Ice.. may be usefully applied to.. the 
chest or epigastrium. 

Epigeal (epid^z *al). [f. Gr. imyno-s : see next 

+ -al.J = Epigeous. In mod. Diets. 

Epigee (e-pidgz*). [ad. Gr. kmyeiov (Ptolemy\ 
neut. of hmyuos adj. £ km upon, near to + 777 
earth.] Perigee In mod. Diets. 

Epigene (e*pidgz'n), a. [a. Fr. epigbne, ad. 
Gr. kmyevrjs, f. kiri upon, after + -yevrjs born, ori- 
ginating. 

The Gr. word occurs with sense * arising subsequently (to 
birth) said of a disease, in opposition to * congenital \ 
This use seems to be the source of sense 1 ; in sense 2 the 
prefix is taken as = 4 upon ', ‘ above ’.] 

1. Crydallogr, See quot. 1823. By some writers 
used for psettdomorphous. 

1823 H. J. Brooke Introd. Crystallogr. 03 To one class of 
these [crystals] the Abbe Haiiy has applied the name of 
Epigene, where a chemical alteration has taken place in the 
substance of the crystal subsequently to its formation. 1851 
Ruskin Stones Ven. (1874) I. 2nd Pref. p, xiii, The epigene 
crystal, formed by materials of one substance modelled on 
the perished crystals of another. 

2 . Geol. Produced on the surface of the earth: 
opposed to hypogene. 

1880 Geikie in Nature XXIII. No. 575. 4 The whole 
epigene army of destructive agencies, air, rain, frost, etc. 
1882 — Text ~bk. Geol. m, 1. 196 Epigene or Surface 
Action — the changes produced on the superficial parts of 
the earth. Ibid, m, n. 316 The word epigene may be sug- 
gested as . . antithetical to hypogene. 

Epigenesis (epid^e-nzsis). Biol. [f. Gr. km 
upon + ykvecis generation. See Genesis.] The 
formation of an organic germ as a new product. 
Theory of epigenesis : the theory that the germ is 
brought into existence (by successive accretions), 
and not merely developed, in the process of repro- 
duction. 

The opposite theory was formerly known as the ‘theory 
of evolution ’ ; to avoid the ambiguity of this name, it is 
now spoken of chiefly as the * theory of preformation ’, some- 
times as that of 4 encasement * or 4 emboitement *.] 

1807 Edin, Rev. XI. 81 The Epigenesis.. is what most 
physiologists now assume as the only true theory of genera- 
tion. 1831 Blackw. Mag. XXIX. 68 The two styles of 
conversation corresponded to the two theories of generation 
-—one Johnson’s) to the theory of Preformation iqr Evolu- 
tion — the other (Burke’s' to the theory of Epigenesis. 1847 
Lewes Hist. Philos. (1867) Proleg. § 3 With Mind, as with 
Body, there is not preformation or pre-existence, but evo- 
lution and epigenesis. 1879 tr. Haeckel’s Evol. Man I. 
ii, 40 Caspar Friedrich Wolff ..with his new Theory of 
Epigenesis gave the death-blow to the entire Theory of 
Preformation. 

Hence Epige'nesist, one who holds the theory 
of epigenesis. 

1816 Keith Phys. Bot. II. 364 This is the theory of the 
epigenesists. 

Epigenetic (espid^zlie-tik), a. [f Epigenesis, 
on the analogy of Genetic.] Of or pertaining 
to, or of the nature of, epigenesis. 

1883 W. Arthur Femley Led. 160 Epigenetic progress 
from germ to organ. 1887 Mind Oct. 629 He . . contends 
for an * epigenetic ’ as distinguished from an evolutionary 
view of the origins of civilisation. 

Hence Epigene ’tic ally adv. 
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Epigenic (epid^e*nik\ a. [f. Gr. laryeg-^s 
(see Euigene) + -ic.] Originating above the sur- 
face of the earth. 

1882 A tkenseum 28 Oct. 566/3 Great changes which are 
being wrought upon the surface of the earth. .partly by 
epigenic forces working from above. 

Epigenist (/pi'd^nist). [f. Gr. km + ycv- (see 

Epigenesis) ■+ -1st.] « Epigenesist. 

1875 tr. Schmidt's Desc .. # Da-rut. 45 The vehement dis- 
pute. .between Evolutionists and Epigenists. 

Epigeaous i/prdgfriGs) , a. Bot . [f. as prec. + 
-ous.j ‘ Growing upon the surface of a part, as 
many fungals on the surface of leaves * ( Treas. 
Bot. 1866). 

Epigeoxis (epid^ros), a. Bot. [f. Gr. kmyet-os 
(f. li n upon + yij earth) + -ous.] Of plants : Grow- 
ing close upon the earth. 

1835 Lindley In trod. Sot. (1848) II. 380. 1866 Treas. 

Bot. 

t Epiglot. Oh. [cf. OF. epiglote.] Angli- 
cized form, of Epiglottis . 

1547 Boorde B rev. Health ccxxvi. 77 The longes, the 
midryffe, the arter trache, the Epiglote. 1578 Banister 
Hist. Man 11. 39 The Epiglot . .ought of right to be Gristely, 
that it might without) hurt admitte continuall mouying. 
1594 T. B. tr. La Prim and. Hr. Acad. 11. 107 Another 
little instrument, called epiglot. .like to a little tongue. 

Epiglottic .epiglftik), a. [f. Epiglot r-is + 
-ic. J Of or pertaining to the epiglottis. 

1887 Pall Mall G. n Nov. 71 (Edematous swelling of 
the ary tamo-epiglottic folds. x883 S m M . M ackenzie Fredk. 
the Noble 23, I found the left ary[terio]-epiglottic fold .. a 
good deal congested. 

Epiglottidean (espiglpti*d/an), a. [f. mod.L. 
epiglot tide- us \i. Gr. kmykajTTiS-, stem of emykooTrls ' 
Epiglottis 1 + -an.] = Epiglottic. 

1840 G. Ellis A nat. 268 A mass of yellowish fat, named 
the epiglottidean gland. _ 1844 J. Wilkinson tr. Sweden- 
borgs Anim. Kingd. II. ii. 39 There are also glands termed 
arytsenoid and epiglottidean. 

Epiglottis (epiglp'tisK. [a. Gr. kmyKcorrs, f. 
km upon + 7 Karra ( ykwcraa ) tongue ; cf. GLOTTIS.] 
c The erect, leaf-Hlce cartilage at the root of the 
tongue, which during the act of swallowing is de- 
pressed, and forms a lid, or cover for the glottis* 
(Syd. Soc. Lex.). 

1615 Crooke Body of Man 971 The cauitygiues way to 
the Epiglottis to open and lift it selfe vp. 1646 Sir T. 
Browne Pseud. Ep. (ed. 2) 169 Birds have no Epiglottis. 
1746 R. James Introd. Moufet's Health Impr. 4 The Ali- 
ment to be swallowed presses upon the Epiglottis. 1847 
You att Horse ix. 217 The Epiglottis is a heart-shaped 
cartilage.. 1834 Bristows Med. ’389 Such swelling, .may 
affect mainly the epiglottis. 

Epigone 1 (e*pig0Rn). rare. [In pi. a. Fr. Spi- 
gones , ad. L. epigonl, a. Gr. kmyovot, pi. of k A- 
yovos bom afterwards, f. km upon, after + -70ROS, 
f. root of yiyvecrOat to be born. 

The designation ol kiriyomt (L. Epigoni) was applied esp. 
to the sons of; the seven heroes who led the war against 
Thebes ; the mod. use is in allusion to this.] 

One of a succeeding generation. Chiefly in pi. 
the less distinguished successors of an illustrious 
generation. Also in JL, form (chiefly with initial 
capital') Epigoni. 

1865 A thenaeum No. 1989. 799/1 Epigones in the land of 
Erasmus. .1884 R. T. Elv Pol. Econ. 9 That economic 
system .which the epigones in political economy contem- 
plate with awe. 

Epigone 2 (e-pigtfun). Bot. [ad. mod.L. epi- 
gonium , f. Gr. km upon + 701/17, ybvos seed.] The 
membranous bag or flask which encloses the 
spore-case of a liverwort or scale-moss when 
young. Also the nucule of a Char a. 

1866 in Treas. Bot. 1870 Bentley Bot. 367 The case of 
the archegonium is called the epigone. 

Epigram v e-pigrsem). Also 6-7 epigramme, 
(6 epigrams, 7 epigramm). [ad. F. ipigramme, 
ad. L. epigramma, Gr. (mypafifia, £ kmypatyziv, f. 
km upon + yp to write.] 

+ 1- An inscription, usually inverse ; — Epigraph t. 
1552 Huloet, Epigrame or superscription. 1567 Drant 
Horace ■ Epist, 1. vii. Diij, Led by pompe wyth Sergeaunts 
sad the Epigrammes to graue. 1606 Holland Sue ton. 
Introd. 4 The Epigramme of the former is extant among the 
Antiquities of Rome citie. 1699 Bentley Phal. xviii. 528 
The Epigram, that was written upon the public Sepulchre at 
Athens. 1782 V. Knox Ess. I. 264 Inscriptions, for such 
are epigrams according to the original meaning. <2x876 
M. Collins in Pen Sketches I. 246 What the Greeks meant 
by an epigram was simply an inscription, and its primary 
use was funereal. 

2 . A shoit poem ending in a witty or ingenious 
turn of thought, to which the rest of the com- 
position is intended to lead up. 

1538 Leland I tin. VI. 59 If it be so I must amend 
my Epigramme of it. 1607 Topsell Serpents (1653) 756 
Some learned Writers . . have compared a Scorpion to an 
Epigram . . because as the sting of the Scorpion lyeth in the 
tayl, so the force and vertue of an Epigram is in the con- 
clusion. . 1876 Green Short Hist. ix. 1 3. 617 Even Ro- 
chester in his merciless epigram was forced to own that 
Charles ‘ never said a foolish thing'. 

b. loosely used for a laudatory poem. 

1872 Ellacombe Belts o/Ch. ix. 493 This epigrame [of date 
*558], as it is called, consists of sixty-four lines in English 


verse in praise of the said Robert Palmer and his sons, 
and other friends, skilled in ringing changes. 

3 . A pointed or antithetical saying. 

1796 Burke Regie. Peace iv. Wks. IX. 51 A short, affected, 
pedantick, insolent, theatrick laconism : a sort of epigram 
of contempt. 1884 Church Bacon iii. 60 He liked .. to 
generalise m shrewd and sometimes cynical epigrams, 
b. Epigrammatic expression. 

28.. Li>, Brougham Dk. Bedford Wks. 1872 I. 393 The 
morbid taste for slander steeped in epigram. 1877 E. Con- 
ger Bas. Faith L 35 Epigram is one thing, definition is 
another. 

t E*pigram, v. Oh. rare - 1 . [f. prec. sb.] 
intr. To write an epigram. 

1627-77 F eltham Resolves 1. Ixxi. no For this, does Martial 
Epigram upon it. 

t E pigrammata rian. Obs. [f. late L. epi- 
grammatdri-us (f. epigrammat- : see next) + -an.] 

A writer of epigrams. 

2597 Hall Sat. 1. ix, Our epigrammatarians, old and 
late, Were wont be blamed for too licentiate. 1607 Topsell 
Four-/. Beasts (1673) 485 In the words of an Epigramma- 
tarian in our age. 

Epigrammatic (erpigramce’tik), a. [f. L. 
epigrammat-^ Gr. c-rnypa^ixar-, stem of krrtypappa 
(see Epigram) + ~ie.] Of or pertaining to epigrams; 
of the nature, or in the style, of an epigram ; 
concise, pointed. 

a. 1704 T. Brown Praise of Poverty Wks. 1730 I. 94 An 
epigrammatick poem is more charming than Homer or Virgil. 
1750 H. Walpole Lett. H. Mann 118341 II. No. 213. 335 
The sting is very epigrammatic. 2796 Morse Amer. Geog. 

II. 674 Martial, of Spain, the epigrammatic poet. 18x7 
Coleridge Biog. Lit. I. i. 18 The logic of wit, conveyed 
in smooth and strong epigrammatic couplets. X84X-4 Emer- 
son Ess. xvi. Manners Wks. iBohm I. 217 Scott's . . lords 
brave each other in smart epigrammatic speeches. 1876 
Bancroft Hist. IT. S. V. xli. 4 He wrote with vivacity and 
sometimes with epigrammatic terseness. 
Epigramma*tical,d!, [f. as prec. + -al.] = prec. 

2605 Camden Rem. 16371327 If you will reade carping 
Epigrammaticall verses of a Durham Poet against Ralfe 
the Prior, a 1623 - tj- V Our good epigram matical poet, 
old Godfrey of Winchester. 1711 Addison Sped. No. 74 
V* 2 Epigrammatical Turns and Points of Wit. 

Epigrammatically fespigxamte-tikali\ adv. 

[f. pr; c. + -lv in an epigrammatic manner; 
with the terseness and f point * befitting an epigram. 

1823 Edin. Rev. XXXVIII. 59 Who makes it almost a 
rule to say every thing epigrammatically. 1837 Dickens 
Pickw. xv, * Person's a waitin’,' said Sara, epigrammati- j 
cally. 1882 J. Hawthorne Fort. Fool 1. xx, To put it 
epigrammatically — if you were to leave me a thousand 
pounds as a legacy, I would chuck it into the fire. 

Epigrammatism (epigrse-matiz’m). [f. L. 
epigrammat- (see Epigrammatic) + -ism.] Epi- 
grammatic style. 

1813 Jane AustenVX. 4 Feb. (1870^ The playfulness and 
epigrammatism of the general style, a 1849 Poe F. S. Osgood 
Wks. 1865 III. 95 A rich tint of that epigrammatism for 
which the poetess is noted. 

Epigrammatist (epigrse-matist). [ad. late 
L. epigrammat ist-d) ad. Gr. kmypaixfxaTiarqs. f. 
kiriypawanfav (see next).] A maker of epigrams. 

1589 Puttenham Eng. Poesie x. xi tArb.) 41 Others . . in 
short poemes vttered pretie merry conceits, and these men 
were called Epigrammatistes. 1598 Marston Pygnml. 136 
Now by the whyps_of Epigramatists, lie not be lasht for 
my dissembling shifts. 1622 Peacham Compl. Genii, x. 
(1634V 89 In Martial! you shall see . . a true Epigrammatist. 
1756-82 J. Warton Ess. Pope 1x782) II. xii. 355 [Donne’s] 
grandfather on the mother’s side was Heywood the epi- 
grammatist. 1814 D’Israeli Quarrels A nth. (1867) 385 This 
familiar comparison of a MS with a squeezed orange pro- 
voked the epigrammatists. 1873 Black Pr. 'Thule it. 17, I 
shouldn’t advise a young man to marry an epigrammatist. 

Epigrammatize (epigrse-mat^iz), v. [ad. 
Gr. koLypayjjxiTi^LV) f. kmypajXjxa (see Epigram).] 

1. intr. To compose epigrams ; to speak or 
write in the epigrammatic style. 

x8xx Ann. Reg 40 They may pun and epigrammatise. 
2873 Liddon Elem. Relig. vi. 2x0 Men do not . . epigram- 
matize with the bitterness of Voltaire. 

2 . trarts. To express in the form of an epigram, 
or with epigrammatic brevity and point. 

1691 Wood A th. Oxon. 1 . 125 These answers are Epigram- 
matiz'd by an admired Muse of our Nation. 1864 Lowell 
Fireside Trav. 3x8 Voltaire . . epigrammatized the same 
thought -when he said, Le superjln y chose tres-necessa ire. 

3 . To m ike the subject of an epigram. 

1862 Thornbury Turner 1 . 9 Voltaire was epigrammatized 
by Young. 

Hence Epigra’mmatizer, one who epigram- 
matizes ; Epigra-iumatizing vhl. sb. 

1870 Lowell Study Wind. (x886> 363 He was .. the con- 
denser and epigrammatiser of Bolingbroke. 1872 Hindley 
in y. Taylor's {Water Poet) Wks. p. vii, His poetizing, 
epigrammatizing, and anagrammatizing on passing events. 

It Epigramme (<?pzgram). Cookery. [Fr. ; app. 
a fanciful use of ipigramme ~ Epigram.] A 
name given to small cutlets of mutton, veal, etc. 
dressed in a particular manner. 

1736 Bailey, Epigramme. 1825 T. Lister Granby vii. 
(1836V 40 The very eider-down of eatables 1 Oh, it was 
quite like eating air ! And then, his epigrammes t 

t Epigra-mmical, a. Obs. rare. [f. Epi- 
gram +-ic + -al.] - Epigrammatical. 

1606 Choice, Chance, $c. (1881V 66, I wrote a kind of epi- 
grammicall sonnet in this manner. 


■f E'pigrammist. Oh. rare. [f. Epigram +• 
-1st, Cl. It. epig? ammistaj] = Epigrammatist. 

a 1635 Naunton Fragm. Reg. (1870) 35 There Is a?, Epj- 
grammist that saith, that Art and Nature had spent their 
excellencies in his fashioning. 

Epigraph. (e*pigraf). Also 7 epigraph.©, [ad. 
Gr. kmypaipif inscription, f. kmypaepeiv to write 
upon, £ km upon + ypatpeiv to write. In Fr. epi • 
graphed] 

1 . An inscription ; esp. one placed upon a build- 
ing, tomb, statue, etc., to indicate its name or 
destination ; a legend on a coin. 

1624 Fisher in White's Repl. Fisher Pref. v, These words 
. . which should serue as an Epigraph vpon all their houses. 
1662 Evelyn Diary >x8i8) 3 Oct M> JDr. Meret . . shew’d me 
. , the statue and epigraph under it of that renowned phy- 
sitian Dr. Harvey. 1697 — Numism. iii. 99 And this Epi- 
graph, Quid me Persequeris. 1794 Sullivan View Nat. 
V. 90 Tne epigraph on the face, instead of the exurgue, is 
the precise Oriental custom of this day. 1832 Thirlwall 
in Philol. Mus. I. 495 The epigraph of the thousand citizens 
who fell.. at Chjcronea. x866 Reader 28 Jtily 684 The 
oldest Samaritan epigraph now existing, which had been 
found immured in the wall of a mosque. 

f 2 . The superscription of a letter, book, etc. ; 
also, the imprint on a title-page. Obs. 

1633 T. Adams Exp. 2 Peter i. 1 Our apostle puts in 
two words into the epigraph of this epistle, which he left 
out in the former. 2642 Sir E. ^ Dering Sf. on Relig. 14 
Dec. v. 20 You shall find it . . in the Epigraphe of the 
Canons and Decrees. <<1734 North Exam. hi. vi. § xx6. 
503 As he fronts it in the brazen Epigraph of his new Work. 
x8i2 Monthly Rev. LXVII. 145 Geneva was adopted for 
the epigraph of the title-page, 1826 Southey Lett, to Butler 
217 He was of opinion that a diviner impulse had led him 
to chuse that epigraph [the title of a book]. 

3 . A short quotation or pithy sentence placed 
at the commencement of a work, a chapter, etc. 
to indicate the leading idea or sen iment ; a motto. 

1844 Mrs. Browning Sonnets from Portuguese xlii. Wks. 
(1869) III. 229 And write me new my future’s epigraph, 
1860 S. Lover Leg. # St or. (ed. 10 i, The beautiful ballad 
whence the epigraph of this story is quoted. 1874 Lewes 
Probl. Life Sf Mindl. 123 That phrase which is placed as 
an epigraph to this chapter. 

transf 1858 Carlyle F redk. Gt. I. in. v. 171 The Epigraph 
and Life-motto which John the Steadfast had adopted. 

Epigraph (e*p grcif), v. [f. prec. sb.j trans. 
To furnish with an epigraph. 

x86o Motley ' Nether f. (1867) I. 526 note , Also a paper 
epigraphed : ‘ Lo que dijo J. B. Piata a Don Juan de lndia- 
quez,' 24 June, 1586. 

Epigrapher (i'pi-grafoi). [f. Epigraph-y + 
-ERLJ = Epigraphist. 

1887 Contemp. Rev. LI. 562 It is a new doctrine that the 
i most meritorious field-work will make a man a linguist, an 
epigrapher, and an historian. 

Epigraphic (epigr^-fik), a. and sb. [f. Epi- 
graph T -ic.] 

A. ad/. Of or pertaining to inscriptions, or to 
epigraphy. 

1858 M. PATTisoNiTsA (il389)II. 341 JTo bring up aloose ana- 
logy of this sort against epigraphic evidence is simply childish. 
i88x R. Lanciani in Athemeum 9 Apr. 498/3 Being mostly 
formed of a single letter, they escape an epigraphic recon- 
struction. 1883 I. Taylor Alphabet I. 266 Unsuitable for 
an epigraphic alphabet, 

B. sb. In pi. The science of inscriptions. 

In mod. Diets. 

Hence Bpigra*pMcal a. = Epigraphic a. Epi- 
gra pMcally adv., in an epigraphic manner ; from 
the point of view of epigraphic science. 

i83i Sayce in Athcneeum 13 Aug. 208/3 Skill in reading 
Talmudic literature does not necessarily imply epigraphical 
skill as well. 1884 Athensemn 13 Sept. 344/1 The author 
summed up the existing records .. annalistic, literary, and 
epigraphical. 2884 Christian Treas. Feb. n8/i This epi- 
graphical silence of the Holy Land. 2883 1. Taylor A /- 
phabet I. 133 Epigraphically of the same age. 

Epigraphist (z'pi-grafist). [f. Epigraph-y + 
- 1 ST.] A student of, or authority on, inscriptions. 

2865 Merivale Rom. Emp. VIII. lxvii. 300 Borghesi, the 
great epigraphist. 2869 J. Baldwin Preh. Nations iv. 170 
Epigraphxsts ... use a method that is much too convenient. 

Epigraphy (/pi'graii). [f. Epigraph ; see 

-GRAPHY.] 

1 . Inscriptions collectively. 

2852 D. Wilson Preh. Ann. 11863) II. iv. ii. 215 Its philo- 
logical features appear to be foreign to Irish epigraphy. 
1877 J. Northcote Catacombs 1. vi. 113 The language of 
Christian epigraphy was not created in a day. 2882 
Contemp, Rev. Dec, 92 x note. The records of epigraphy 
constitute a fair test of the progress of Christianity as far 
as the upper classes are concerned. 

2 . The science concerned with the interpretation, 
classification, etc, of inscriptions. Often in nar- 
rower sense : The palaeography of inscriptions. 

2863 Sat. Rev. 18 July 95 The science of epigraphy . . 
seems still, as far as Britain is concerned, to be quite in its 
infancy. 1885 A theneeum No. 2985. 45 Aramaic epigraphy 
has made startling progress in the course of the year. 

Epigynous (ipi-dginas), a. Bot. [f. Epi- + 
gyn- (in Bot. used for ‘ female organ, pistil ’ ; a. 
Gr. yvv-rf) + -ocs.] That is placed upon the 
ovary; growing upon the summit of the ovary. 
Said of the stamens or corolla; hence of plants 
in which these are so placed. 

2830 Lindley Nat. Syst. Bot. Introd. xxvfi, [The Stamens) 
appear to proceed from the apex of an inferior ovarium, in 
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Which case they are named , epigynous. i88z Vines Sachs’ 
Bot. 559 The power finally is epigynous when it possesses 
an actually inferior ovary. 

'So Epi*gyny, the character or quality' of being 
epigynous. 

1887 Athenaeum 10 Dec. 787/3 The shortening of the axis 
within the flower itself, giving the transition from bypogyny 
igyny. 

•al), a. A nat . [f. Epi- + H Y- 

s placed upon the hyoid bone, 
r part of the hyoid arch ; also, 
to* a bone found in certain fishes. 


through perigyny to epi 

Epihyal (epihoi 
(oid) + -al.] That i 
Applied to the uppe: 


1B54 Owen Skel. $ Teeth ( 1855) 17 The hxm apophysis is 
a broader, slightly arched bone ; the upper division is called 
epihyal. 1880 Gunther Fishes 58 It consists of three seg- 
ments, the epihyal, ceratohyal, which is the longest and 
strongest piece, etc. 1881 Mivart Cat 78 To the end of 
this is again annexed another long bone, called the epihyal. 
tZS'piky. Obs. Also 6 epieay, -cheia. [ad. 
Gr. kmd/teta, f. hntutqs reasonable, f. km accord- 
ing to + ebeus likely, reasonable. Cf. OF. epyeykie 
(14th c.).] Reasonableness, equity, as opposed 
to rigid law*. 

1508 Fisher 7 Penit, Ps. in Wks- 1. 261 Epicheia whiche is 
proprely the mynde of the la we. 1531 Dial. Laws Eng i. 
xvi. (1638) 28 His equity or Epieay. 1549 I jATIMER Germ. 
v. 0 iiij, For auoydyng disturbaunce in the commune- 
wealth, such an epiky and moderacion maye be vsed in it 
[this law]. 

Epilate (e*pil<?it\ v. [f. Fr. epil-er (f. A for es~ 
L. ex out +pil~us hair) 4* -ate 3 .] trems . To pull 
out or eradicate (hair). 

1886 Frazer in N, <$• Q. 7th Ser. II. 298^2, T have by epi- 
lating such [white] hairs and stimulating the part succeeded 
in, etc. 

i Epilation (epih’i'Jhn). [a. Fr, epilation , f. 
ipiler (see prec.).] The action of pulling out or 
eradicating hair. : 

1878 Duhring Dis. Skin 281 Epilation is recommended 
strongly by Hebra and others. 

t E'pilency. Ohs. Also 4 epilence, -eye. [ad. 
late L. epilencia, -lensia, Aempsia , a. Gr. *kmXr)n- 
ipla, var. of kmX^la : see Epilepsy.] Epilepsy. 

{1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. vii. x. (1495) 229 Epy- 
lencia lettyth but the pryncypal chambres of the brayne.] 
Ibid. 230 They that haue . .Epylencye thei fele not tofor- 
honde whan they shal falle. Ibid., Pyany born and dronken 
helpith moche ayenst Epylence. [1540 Boorde The Bake 
/or to Leme C iij b, The fallyng sycknes called Epilencia.] 
f Epile'ntlC, a. Obs . In 4 epulentyk, epy- 
lentyk, 6 epilentycke. [a. OF. epilentic , ad. late 
L. epilenticus , epUemticus , Gr. *km\r)HTrTifd$ } var. 
of kmXijtrriKus : see Epileptic,] * Epileptic. 

,1398 Trevisa Barth. Be P. R. v. iii. (14951 106 Lunatyk 
and epulentyk men. 1542 Boorde Dye t ary xxxii. (1870) 
294 Venson, hare-flesshe. .be not good for Epilentyckemen. 

quasi-rA 1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. vii. x. 230 The 
Epylentyk, that is hym that hathe the fallynge euyll. 
Hence + Epile'ntical, a. = Epileptical. 

1483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 409/3 After this machomete fyl 
ofte be thepylentycal passyon. 
t E'pileny. Obs. rare~ l . [ad. Gr. kmXrjvtov 
(/u&os) (song) of the vintage, f. kiri + Xrjvbst wine- 
vat] A song in praise of wine ; a drinking song. 

1708 IVIqtteux Rabelais v. xlv, Then she .. made him sing 
an Epileny, inserted in the Figure of the Bottle, 
t E*pilepse. Obs. rare — V [ad. Gr. kmXipplai] 
«= Epilepsy. 

1804 J. Whitehouse To Fcbris in Poet. Register 92 That 
hideous choir. Marasmus, Epilepse, and Frenzy dire ! 
t Epile'psian, a. Obs. rare- 1 , [f. Epilepsy 
+ - an.] - Epileptic. 

1627 H. Burton Baiting Pope’s Bull 43 So his epilepsian 
or comitial fit, but a trance, wherein he talked with his 
Angel Gabriel. 

Epilepsy (e-pilepsi). Path. Also 6-8 ©pi- 
lepsie. See also Epilency. [a. OF. epilepsie, 
ad. L. epilepsia, a, Gr. kmXr^ia, f. kmXafi&aveiv 
to take hold of, f. 4 m upon + Xa/x$dv€iv to take.] 
A disease of the nervous system, characterized (in 
its- severer forms) by violent paroxysms, in which 
the patient falls to the ground in a state of un- 
consciousness, with general spasm of the muscles, 
and foaming at the mouth. The Eng. name is 
falling sickness (now little used). 

1578 L\te Dodcens 35 The same . . is good for the 
Epilepsia,, or falling sicknesse. 4604 Shaks. Oth. iv. i. 51 
My Lord is falne into an Epilepsie ; This is his second Fit. 
1658 J. R. tr. Mouffei's Theat. Ins. 1098 By their smell the 
Epilepsie that ariseth from the strangling of the Mother, Is 
discussed. 17^57 Burke Abridgm. Eng. Nisi . Wks. fiSiaj 
X. 196 The epilepsy was by the Romans . . called Morbus 
Sacer. 1843 Lever % Hinton xxxiv. (1878)232 His features 
worked like one in a fit of epilepsy. 1850 W. Irving ■Ma- 
homed vi. 1853)32 Some of his adversaries attributed them 
to epilepsy. 

Epileptic (epile'ptik), a. and sb. Also 7 epi- 
leptique, -tick©. See also Epilentic. [a. F, 
epileptique, ad. L. epileptkus , a. Gr. kmXijvrueis, 
{. imXafx 0 dvfLp (see prec.).] 

A., adj. 1 . Of or pertaining to epilepsy ; of 
the nature of epilepsy, 

1608 L. Machin Duntle Knight m, But lie forestall 
thine Epileptique fits, And by my plots breed thy destruc- 
tion. 1651, Biggs Nety Dis/. 190 1* 502 The epileptick 
dfpmes ; shall come that way , out of ,the brain.. 1794-6 E. 


Darwin Zrnn. I. .325 It appears - , that reverie is a disease 
of the Epileptic or Cataleptic kind. 1840 Barham Ingot. 

' Leg., Pass, in Life He Harris A formidable epileptic 
attack. 2878 A. HAMZLTON Nerv. Dis. 103 Epileptic coma 
can hardly be mistaken lor that of cerebral hemorrhage. 
3:889 F. Clark Papers on Surg., He had two epileptic fits. 

2 . Affected, with epilepsy. 

x6o5 Shaks. Learn, ii. 87 A plague vpon your Epilepticke 
visage. 1655 Jer. Taylor Of Repentance vi. § 7 An 
epileptick son doth often come from an epileptick father. 
1681 Colvil IVhigs Supplic. (1751) 81 Till through his epi- 
leptic mouth Those following speeches fierce and loud 
Burst out. s 806 Med. Jrul. XV. 335 In Russia,. Denmark, 
and Sweden, millions of children become epileptic from the 
breast. 1875 B. Richardson Dis. Mod. Life 44 In the 
Olden times . ..to be epileptic or insane was, to be possessed 
of an evil spirit. 

B. sh I. An epileptic person. Cf. A. 2. 

1651 Hobbes Leviath. hi. xxxiv. 2x1 Epileptiques .. they 
esteemed . . Dsemoniaques. 1732 Arbuthnot Rules of Diet 
(R‘, Epilepticks ought to breathe a pure air. 1864 Reader 
No. 94. 485/1 Epileptics and idiots. 

2 . In pi. Medicines given to cure or mitigate 
epilepsy. 1721 in Bailey; and in mod. Diets. 
Epileptical epile*ptikdl), a. [f. as prec. +-AL 1 .] 
1 . *■' Epileptic A. 1. 

1621 Burton. A nat. Mel. 1. iii. 11. i. Headach e followes.; 
and as Salust Salvianus . . found, epilepticall, with a multi- 
tude of humours in the head. 1656 H. More Enthus. Tri. 
21 That he was Melancholy his Epilepticall fits are one 
argument. 1727 Lardnkr IVhs. (18381 1. 487 It was a sad 
epileptical disease. 1819 Byron Juan 11. 1 , A kind of wild 
and horrid glee, Half epileptical, and half hysterical, 
j 2 . fig. Spasmodic; inconstant; also, hard to 
hold or retain, 

1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. II. vi. § 3. §9 Did they 
: answer their promise which are so commended, m Epilepti- 
call intentions, wee would abate these qualities. 1646 Evance 
Noble Ord. 9 It is this that makes the state of honour so 
epilepticall, so slippery. 

Epileptiform (epile-ptif^im), a. [f. Epi- 
lepti-c + -FQitM,] Resembling epilepsy. 

x86x Wynter Soc. Bees 479 These fits were of an epilepti- 
form character. 1876 Bartbolow Mat. Med. (1879) 544 
Epileptiform convulsions is a constant phenomenon in ani- 
mals bled to death. 

Epileptoid (epile-ptoid'', a. [f. Epilept-ic + 
-OLD.] Resembling epilepsy ; of the nature of 
epilepsy. 

x 366 A. Flint Princ. Med. (1880) 825 Mild attacks having 
an evident relationship to ordinary epilepsy, .may be called 
epileptoid attacks. 1876 Bartholow Mat. Med. (1879) 392 
Epileptoid seizures* due to tumor or other coarse organic 
lesion of the brain. 

Epilobe (e-piltfub). Bot. [ad. mod.L. epilobium , 
f. Gr. km upon + Ao^-os lobe of the ear, in plants the 
capsule or pod, the name referring to the position 
of the corolla.] A plant of the genus Epilobium 
(N.O. Qnagi'acevP) : e. g. the Epilobium angusti- 
folium or Willow-herb.. Also in modL. form 
epilobium. 

x86x Barnes ip Macm. Mag. June 133 The hush, or ditch- 
guarded epilobium. 1864 Thoheau Maine IV. iii. 167 A 
spike as big as an epilobium. 1883 G. Allen in Knotv- 
ledge 6 July x/x The epilobes and the St. John’s worts are 
coming out in blossom again. 

t Eprlogate, V. Obs. rare— 1 , [f. Fr. Ipilog-uer 
4 -ATJS 3 .] trans. To speak the epilogue of (a 
pUy). ■ 

1652 Urquhart Jewel Wks. (1834) 232/1 Did ..present 
himself to epilogate this his almost extemporanean comedie. 

t Epiloga*tion. Obs. In 4-5 epilogacyon, 
-ion. [a. OF. epilogacion, f. epiloguer (see prec.).] 
A summing up by way of conclusion. 

1474 Caxton Ckesse iv. viii, The epylogacion and re- 
capytulacion of this book. 1502 Ord. Crysten. Men (W. 
de W. 1506) ji. xv. X2i Here foloweth the epylogacyon or 
shorte repytycyon of this seconde partye. a 1529 Skelton 
Col. Cloute 521 Some make epylogacyon Ofhyghe predes- 
i tynacyon. a 154,7 T. Key Erasm. Par., Mark (1548) 21a, 
By waye^ of epilogacion aud gatheryng of the whole matter 
; into a brief sumnie. 

Epilogic (epil^-d^ik), a. [f. Epilog-ue + -ic.] 
Pertaining to, or resembling, an epilogue. 

So EpilO'gical a. In mod. Diets, 

t Epilogism. Obs. [ad. Gr. kmkoytrrjubs f. km- 
i \oyi£ta 6 at of twofold sense and formation (1) to 
’ reckon over or in addition, f. km over + Xoftfadai 
to reckon ; (2) see Epilogizp..] 

T. a. Calculation, computation ; concr. number 
( reckoned, b. Excess in reckoning. 

1646 J. Gregory Notes Observ. (1850) Pref 2 But the 
Hellenists or Graecists . . added what is supernumerary to 
: these Epilogismes. — Posthwua. De EEris 16501 156 But 
I where to begin of end this Epilogism is the Vexata 
, Quaestio. Ibid, xjx It cannot bee but that this Epilogism 
; must bee detracted from the Hebrew. 

% Something said by way of epilogue. 

7671 H. Stubbe Reply 47 Had he been such a Proficient 
.. he would never have .. concluded a Discourse of this 
; Nature, with this Epilogism. 

Epilogist (fpi lodgist). [f. Epilog-ue + -ist.] 
The writer or speaker of an epilogue. 

17x6 M. Davies A th. Brit. in. Dissert. Drama 5 The 
: Prologist and Epilogist [in a certain drama]. 1885 Times 
17 Dec. 9 The epilogist [to a play] is sometimes our political 
remembrancer. 1887 Ci-ieyne Job 4 Solomon 234 A warning 
; is given ; to the disciple of the Epilogist ‘to cast away the 
thirst for books ’. , ,, 
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j Epilogistic (e^pibd^i-stik), a. [f. prec. + -ic.] 

[i Of the nature of an epilogue. 

j! <21790 Warton Milton's Sm. Poems <T.), These lines are 
I an epilogistic palinode to the last elegy. 

( Epilogize (fpidod^siz), v. [ad. Gr. kmXoyU 
I (eatiai, f. emXo-yos Epilogue.] intr. a. To serve 
I as an epilogue, b. To write or speak an epi- 
j logue. e. trans. To put an epilogue to. Hence 
EpiToglzing* ppl. a. 

1623 Cockeram, Epilogize, to make a conclusion, or end. 
CX665 R. Carpenter Fragm. Jesuit 65/2 Summe up the 
lies that will Epilogize to the Epilogue of this Comedy. 
1834-43 Southey Doctor ( 1849) xl. i. 96 [Prayers] with which 
the so called Evangelical Clergymen .. think proper some- 
times to prologise and epilogize their grievous discourses. 
i88x Hales in Athenmum 24 Dec. 851/2 He [Gower] 
epilogizes in these Latin lines. 

iransf. x68x Colvil IVhigs Supplic. (1751) 120 When 
thumb or hammer of a clock Gives the epilogizing stroak. 

|| EpiTogO. Obs . rare- K Sp. form of next 
1388 R. Parkp; tv. Mendoza’s Hist. China 363 it shall 
see me rather an Epilogo, then a new relation. 

Epilogue (e-pilfg), sb. Also 6 epilog©, [a. F. 
epilogue , ad. L. epilogus , a. Gr. krriXoyos the pero- 
ration of a speech, f. km in addition + A070S speech.] 
1 1 - Rhet. The concluding part or peroration of 
a speech. Obs. 

1644 Bulwer Chiron. 48 Commended the use and signk 
fication of this gesture ; but in Epilogue onely. 
t b. A summary. Obs. 

1646 F. Hawkins Youth’s Behav. (1663V 24 If any one 
come on a suddain whil’st thou talk’st .. it is seemly to 
make a little Epilogue, and brief collection of what thou 
deliverest. 

2 . The concluding part of a literary work; an 
appendix. 

1564 Brief E.xam. ***** * iiij, Now at length are you 
come to the Epiioge (as it were) or full conclusion of your 
worke. ^ 1651 Hobbes Leviath. \u. xxxiii. 202 A Preface in 
the beginning, and an Epilogue in the end. 1704 in Phil. 
Trans. XXV . 16x0 To this Book he subjoy ns an Epilogue, 
containing some general Corollaries. 1875 Jowett Plato 
(ed. 2) I. 191 The epilogue or conclusion of the Dialogue 
has been criticised. 

transf. 1657 G. Starkey Helmonfs Vind. 230 For an 
epilogue of his Feaver, contracts a Chronick disease. 1882-3 
Schaff Encycl. Relig. Knowl. 560 The fifth oecumenical 
council •... is generally considered as a mere epilogue to the 
Council of Chalcedon. 

3 . A speech or short poem addressed to the 
spectators by one of the actors after the conclusion 
of the j lay. 

1590 Shaks. Mids. N. v. i. 362 No Epilogue, I pray you; 
for your play needs no excuse. x6 16 Beaum. & Fl. Cust. 
Country Epil, Why there should be an epilogue to a play, 
1 know no cause. 17x9 Young Brtsiris Epil., The race of 
critics, dull, judicious logues, To mournful plays deny brisk 
Epilogues. 1756 J. Warton Ess. Pope (1782) II. viii. 50 
His epilogue to the Tartuffe. Mod. The Epilogue to the 
1 Westminster Play appears in the Times of to-day. 

transf. and fig. 1645 Quarles Sol. Recant, x. xiu, Folly 
1 brings in the Prologue with his tongue. Whose Epilogue is 
Rage and open wrong, c 2788 Burke W. Hastings Wks. 
t XIV. 204 You have heard as much of the drama as I could 
go through. .Mr. Larkins’s letter will be the epilogue to it. 

4 . attrib. 

1654 Gayton Pleas. Notes iv. viii. 220 The Hostesse . . 
ran after the Epilogue-speaker. 

Epilogue (epilog), v. [f. prec. sb] trans. 

To put an epilogue to. 

j x6o3 Warner Alb. Eng. x. lix. 261 To epilogue our Tra- 
I gedie, now Adoniah acts. 1758 Monthly Rev. 621 The whole 
I being epilogued, with a most delectable poem, a 1834 Lamb 
1 Final Mem. viii. 277 Knowles' play .. epilogued by me. 

1889 Sat. Rev. 21 Dec. 705/1 Mr. Dobson . . prologues and 
j epilogues the selection with charming verses of his own. 

tEpiloguize (Tprlogaiz), v. Obs. [f. Epilogue 
1 sb. + -ize.] a,, intr. To deliver an epilogue, to 
speak as one who is delivering an epilogue, 
b. trans. To put an epilogue to. Cf. Epilogize. 
1634 Milton Comus 976 The dances ended, the Spirit 
epiloguizes. 1651 Biggs New Disp. 115 ? 158 Doth epi- 
loguise and contesse, that, etc. a 1652 Brome City Wit 
Epil., Now let me Scholastikewise For us all Epiloguise. 
1656 S. Holland Zara 164 Nothing appears but a thick 
Stage and a thin-jaw’d Poet, who thus Epiloguizes. 

iransf 1750 Student I. 143 (T.), The laugh of applause, 
with which the charming companion of my new acquaint- 
ance was epiloguising his witty raillery. 

Hence T Epi-log-uizer, one who speaks or writes 
an epilogue. 

1748 J. Hoadley Epil. to Shaks . 1 Hen. I V, Go to, old 
lad, 'tis time that thou art wiser ; Thou art not fram’d for 
an epiloguizer. 

t Epiloi'mic, a. Obs~° [f. Epi- j Gr. Xoiy-bs 
pestilence + -ic.] ‘ Good against the Plague or 
Pestilence’ (Phillips 1678). 
f Epimace. Obs. rare— 1 . (See quot.) 

1541 R. Copland Gnydon’s Quest. Chirurg., The dysease 
of epimace, or apostumes of the rybbes. 

Eprmaeus. Her. An alleged synonym of 
Oppintcus, an imaginary beast resembling a griffin, 
1830 in Robson Brit. Her. Gloss. 1889 in Ei.vin. 
Epimeral (epimi ‘Tal), a. Anat. [f. Epimer- 
o.v + - al *.] Of or pertaining to the epimeron. 

; 1835 6 Todd Cy cl. Anat. I. 781/2 A hole pierced in the 

epimeral piece near to its inferior edge. 1877 Huxley 
Anat . Inv. An. vi. 317 The line at which the epimeral is 
reflected into the pleural membrane. ' 

. quasi-sA 1852 [See Ebisternal 2.] 


-EPIMEBOM*. 


EPIPHYTAL. 


fjEpimerom (epimla-r^n). Anat. PI. epimera. 
[f. Gr. €ttl upon + pLTjpbs thigh.] That part of the 
lateral wall of a somite of a crustacean which 
is situated between the articulation of the ap- 
pendage and the pleuron. 

187a Nicholson Paleeont. 146 The superior arc is com- 
pleted by two lateral pieces .. which are termed the 
'epimera'. 1880 Huxley Cray Fish iv. 143. 

Epimyth (e*pimi». [ a d. Gr. kmpit 6 -iov the 
moral, neut. of kmpvdios, f. km upon + pvdos fable.] 
The moral of a fable or story. 

[1721-1800 Bailey, Epimytkium, the Moral of a Fable.] 
1866 Sat. Rev. 24 Mar. 364 They [certain fables] go upon 
almost ‘total abstinence' principles as regards moral and 
epimyth. 1869 Ibid. 13 Feb. 223 The way of putting it is 
so neat as to require no epimyth. 

Epinastic (epinse-stik), a. Bot . [f. Epinast-y 
+ - 10 .] Of the nature of, or influenced by, 
epinasty. 

* 1880 C. & F. Darwin Movem. PL 262, So young that 
their epinastic growth . . overpowered every other kind of 
movement. 1882 Vines Sachs' Bot. 857 As long as the 
organ grows most rapidly oh the dorsal side, it may be 
termed, after de Vries, hyponastic ; afterwards, when it 
grows most rapidly on the inner or upper side, epinastic. 
Epinasty (e*pinsesti). Bot. [f. Epi- + Gr. vcutt- 
6 $ (f. vacrcTHv to squeeze close) + -Y 3 .] (See quot.) 

1880 C. & F. Darwin Movem. PL 5 The term epinasty is 
now often used in Germany, and implies that the upper 
surface of an organ grows more quickly than the lower 
surface, and thus causes it to bend downwards. 1882 Vines 
Sachs' Bot. 859 Geotropism will act in the former in oppo- 
sition to epinasty. 

Epimenral (epiniue-ral), a. Anat. [f. Epi- + 
Neural.] Situated upon a neural arch, as a spine 
of a fish’s backbone. Also quasi-iA 
1866 [see Epicentral], 

it Epinglette. [F. ipinglette , dim. of Spingle 
pin.] 1 An iron needle with which the cartridge 
of any large piece of ordnance is pierced before it 
is primed 5 (Stocqueler). 

t Epimrcial, cl. Obs. rare- 1 , [f. as next + 

-AL 1 .] — EPINICIAN. 

1774 Warton Hist. Eng. Poetry Diss. i. [1840) I. p. xlii. 
note. These, [spoils won in battle] were carried in triumph, 
while an epinicial song was chanted. 

Epinician. (epinrsian), a. Also 9 epinikian. 
[f. Epinici-on -h -AN.] Celebrating victory. 

1652 Benlowes Theoph. vi. xlviii, The Laureate King . . 
Warbles This Epinician Canzon to his Lyre. 1850 Grote 
Greece 11. Iv. VII. 75 note,. Alkibiades obtained from Euri- 
pides the honour of an epinikian ode, or song of triumph, to 
celebrate this event. 1873 Symonds Grk. Poets v. 120 The 
Epihikian Ode was the most costly and splendid flower in 
the victor’s wreath. 

Epinicion (epinrsian). Also 7, 9 epinikion, 
7 (in Lat. lorm) epinicium. [a. Gr. kmv'uaov 
song of victory, neut. of kmvl/aos adj., f. km upon 
+ vlkyj victory.] In Greece, an ode sung in 
honour of a victor in the games,* a song of triumph 
generally. 

2623 Day Day's Dyall [1614) 106 That Creed v. is called 
Epinicium by Erasmus, that is, a song of Triumph, a 1667 
Jer. Taylor Serm. (1678) 243 An Epinicion, and Song of 
eternal Triumph. 1698 [R. Ferguson] View Eccles. Pref., 
He., Sung an Epinikion. .too soon over his fancied Achieve- 
ments. 1782 Warton Enq. Rowley's Poems 69 (T.) A 
triumphal epinicion on Hengist’s massacre. 1816 G. S. 
Faber Orig. Pagan Idol. I. 349 The sublime epinicion of 
Isaiah. 

f Epinyctal, a. Obs. rare. [f. Gr. kmvvtcr-ios 
by night, nightly, f. km upon + vu£, vvktqs night + 
-al 1 .] Nightly. 

; 1600 Tourneur Trans/. Met. Ded., To thee this Epi- 
nyctall register. 

II Epinyctis :epini*ktis). Med. Obs. [mod.L., 
a. Gr. kmwKTLS, f. kiri 4- ru£ night.] A pustule, 
or an eruption, which appears Only at night 
1676 R. Wiseman Chirurg . Treat. 1, viii. 44 Epinyctis 
and Terminthus ; a couple of angry Pustules affecting the 
Skin in the Arms, Hands, and Thighs. 

Epiotic (epiifTtik), a. Anat. [f. Gr. km upon 
+ d>r-bs ear + -ic.] Situated above the ear ; the 
distinctive epithet of one of the three bones which 
together form the periotic bone. Also quasi-r^. 

1870 Rolleston Anim. Rife 44 The uppermost of these, 
a forked bone, [in the perch] suspends the arch to the 
squamosal and epiotic bones. 1878 Bell GegenbaueV s 
C omp. Anat. 452 The epiotic forms a second piece. 
EpipastlC (epipse*stik), a. and sb. Med. [f. Gr. 
kmtra(TT-os sprinkled over \f. kimraaaetv, f. km upon 
+ Ttaaaeiv to sprinkle) + -IC. Cf. F. ipipastique .] 

A. adj. 

i860 Mayne Exp. Lex., Epipastic Silk, a term for vesi- 
catory silk. 

B. sb. A blister or vesicatory. 

1710 T. Fuller Pkarm. Extemp. 44 By plentiful . . Epi- 
pasticks. .appease the angry rage of the Spirits, 
t Epipedometry. Obs .- 0 [f. Gr. kn'nreZ-os 
if. km upon + rrkdov the ground), in Geom. = plane, 
superficial + -fierpta measurement.] Explained in 
Diets, as ‘ The measurement of figures that stand 
on the same base ’. 

•Etymologically the word can only mean ‘measurement of 
plane surfaces’, though some Fr. diets, explain epipedometrie 
*s ‘ measurement of solids '. • 
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1706 in Phillips. 1721-1800 in Bailey. 1847 in Craig ; 
and in mod. Diets. 

Epiperipheral (eqriperrferal), a. [f. Epi- +• 
Peripher-y 4 - -al b] (See quot.) 

1870 H. Spencer Pri/tc. Psychol, (ed. 2) 1. 11. vii. 250 Sensa- 
tions. .externally initiated or epi-peripherai. 

Epipetalous iepipe*tabs), Bot. [f. Epi- + 
Petal + -ous.] (See quots.) 

1845 Lindley Sck. Bot. i. (1858) 15 If [the filaments grow] 
upon the sides of the corolla, they are epipetalous. 1870 
Bentley Bot. 351 The stamens may be united separately to 
the corolla, when they are said to be epipetalous. 
Epiphanous (/pi'fanos), a. nonce-wd. [f. Gr. 
km<pav~rjs resplendent + -ous : formed with allusion 
to next.] Resplendent. 

1823 Lamb Elia Ser. 11. xx. (1865) 373 Twelfth Day. .came 
- .all royal, glittering and epiphanous. 

Epiphany 1 (/prfani). Eccl. Also 4-7 epy- 
phany(e, epiphanie, (4 the pyffanie = th* epy- 
ffanie). [a. OF. epiphanie — Pr., It. epifania , 
ad. late L. epiphania neut. pi. (but often used as 
fem. sing.), a. late Gr. kmipavta (neut. pi. of adj. 
*km<pavio$), i. kmfpaivetv to manifest, f. km to + 
(paiveiv to show.] 

The festival commemorating the manifestation of 
Christ to the Gentiles in the persons of the Magi ; 
observed on Jan. 6th, the 12th day after Christmas. 

42x310 in Wnght Lyric P. 96 The thridde joie of that 
leveay, That men clepeth the Epyphany. 1389 Eng. Gild 
45 pe thred shal bene soneday aftir )> y fest of Epiphanie. 
13.. Ibid. 103 Y e Sunday pest aftere the pyffanye. cx 410 
Love Bonavent. Mirr. viii. (ed. Pynson) Cvj, Of the Epy- 
phanye to saye the open shewynge of oure lorde Jhesus. 
1549 bBk. Com. Pr. xix b, The firste Sonday after the Epi- 
phanye. i66x Ussher P (river Princes 11. (1683) 225 The 
sixth day of January, which we call the Epiphany. 1782 
Priestley Corrupt. Chr. II. viii. 133 The Epiphany . . is 
observed in the East* 

attrib. c 1450 Life St. Cuthb. (Castle Howard MS.) 1747 
f>an come pe Epiphany day. 1876 Grant Burgh Sch. Scott. 
n. v. 183 The morning after Epiphany day. 1884 A. J. 
Butler Coptic Churches Egypt I. i.22 The large Epiphany 
tank. . forms a regular part of a Coptic church, 
b. transf 

1647 Crash aw Poems 166 May the great time in you still 
greater be, While all the year is your Epipliany, 
Epipkany 2 (zprfanib [ad. Gr. km<pav€ia mani- 
festation, striking appearance, esp. an appearance 
of a divinity (in N. T. applied to the advent or 
‘appearing’ of Christ), f. kmcpavqs manifest, con- 
spicuous, related to kmcpaiveiv : see prec.] 

1. A manifestation or appearance of some divine 
or superhuman being. 

a 1667 J er. Taylor Serin. III. ix. (R.\ Him. .they beheld 
transfigured, and in a glorious epiphany on the mount. 
1677 Gale Crt. Gentiles II. in. 193 The Grecians in com- 
memoration of these epiphanies or apparitions of their gods 
instituted certain Festival-dayes. 1826 E. Irving Babylon 
II. vi. 121 The second coming of Christ ; the glorious Epi- 
phany of God our Saviour. 1847 Grote Greece n. xxx. 
(1849) IV. T41 Probably all . . sincerely believed in the epi- 
phany of the goddess. 1870 F. Hall in Wilson’s tr. 
Viskhu-purdha v. 3 The first definition of Hayagriva 
makes him an epiphany of Vishnu. 1879 Farrar St. Paul 
I. 164 Transported beyond all thought of peril by that 
divine epiphany* he [Stephen] exclaimed, etc. 

2. transf. andy%-. 

1840-1 De Quincey Style Wks. XI. 257 There had been 
two manifestations or bright epiphanies of the Grecian 
intellect. i88x Blackie Lay Serm. v. 1S6 The statesman 
has yet to make his epiphany who, etc. 

Epipkarjpigeal (e:pifari*nd5ral), a. [f Gr. 
km upon + <papvy£, <papvyy-os + -(e)AL.] Situated 
above the pharynx. 

.1871 Huxley A nat. Vert. iii. 57 The uppermost articulations 
[of the branchial arches], .form the epipharyngeal bones. 

Epipkenomenon (e:pif/n*nnzVn). Path. PL 
epiphenomena. [f. Epi- + Phenomenon.] Some- 
thing that appears in addition ; a secondary symp- 
tom. Also transf. 

1706 in Phillies. 1731-1800 in Bailey. X874 Van Buren 
Dis. Genit. Org. 93 Stricture is only an epiphenomenon, 
and not the disease itself. 1876 Bristowe Theory § Pract. 
Med. (ed. 2) 105 Fever is always secondary to some specific 
or other disease of which it is a mere epiphenomenon or 
symptom. 2882 Nature XXVI. 640 Trombes and tornadoes 
are short epiphenomena of cyclones. 

|| Epipkonema (e:pif<?nrma). [L. epiphbnema , 
a. Gr. kTrufxvvr] pia, f. kmcpcovbetv to call to, f. ktri 
upon + (poovki iv to speak out, f. epeovr) voice.] 

1 . Rhet. An exclamatory sentence or striking 
reflection, which sums up or concludes a discourse 
or a passage in the discourse. 

1579 R. K. Gloss. Spenser's Sheph. Cal. May 304 Such 
end, is an Epiphonema, or rather the moral of the whole 
tale. X622 Peacham Compl. Genii. 80 What excellent Alle- 
gories. .what Epiphonema’s. 1639 Hammond On Ps , cxlv. 
17 annot.. Witness that solemn Epiphonema, His mercy 
endureth for ever. 1727 Pope, etc. Art Sinking 1 15 The 
epiphonema or exclamation [may be learned] frequently 
from the bear-garden. 1870 tr. Lange's Comm. Song of Sol. 
iii. 5 The epiphonema to the daughters of Jerusalem has 
a subordinate significance as a refrain, 
b. transf. 

1664 Evelyn Sylva ''1776) 649 Those who may take these 
wonders for a florid Epiphonema only of this work. 

2 . (See quots.) 

1654 L’E strange Chas. /(1655) 99 The House gave their 


: Epiphonema and applause at every close and period. 2637 
J. Smith Myst. Rhet. 143 Epiphonema . . Acclamation, or a 
shouting of the voyce. 1678-96 in Phillips. 

Hence E:pipho*nema tical d., of the nature of 
an epiphonema. B : piphomema*tically adv., in 
the manner of an epiphonema. 

a 1617 Bayne Diocesan's Trial (1621) 3 Christ in his 
Epiphonematicali conclusion doth speake of the same. 
1644 Jessop Angel of Epk. 12 The Epiphonematicali sen- 
tence which is added at the end of each Epistle. 2603 T. 
Hutton in Huron's Def. (1607) I. x6x Taking the word 
: Jacob nominatively, vocatively, or eplphonematically. 

.*t* E:pipkone*me. Obs. Also 6 epyphonemej. 
7 epiphonemy. Anglicized form of prec 
1389 Puttenham Eng. Poesie n xi. JArb.) 225 The w se 
man, .in th’ende cryed out with this Epyphoneme, Vanitas 
vanitatum et omnia vanitas. 2394 J* Eing On Jonah (x6iS> 
395 The last thing I proposed is the sentence or Epipho- 
neme, concluding the conclusion. *636 J. Cole in Ann. Du* 
brensia (,1877) 55 To whom Fame sounds an Epiphonemy. 
1637 Heywood Dialogues ii. 123 'Tis a short song, and hath, 
as short a theme, And yet it hears a long Epiphoneme. 

jj Epipkora (epi'fora). [L. epiphora, a. Gr. km-* 
(popa a bringing to or upon, f. kmcpkpeiv, f. km upon 
+ (pkpav to bring.] 1 

1 . A sudden afflux of humours ; esp. ‘ a super- 
abundant flow of tears, or of an aqueous or serous 
humour from the eyes 1 (Syd. Soc. Lex.). 

1657 Phys. Did., Epiphora , involuntary weeping. 1721- 
x8oo in Bailey. 1875 H. Walton Dis. Eye 144 It displaced 
the lower eyelid together with the punctum, and produced 
epiphora. 1878 T. Bryant Pract. Surg. L 348 If accom- 
panied by troublesome watering of the eye, epiphora. 

2 . Rhet. (See quots.) 

2678 Phillips, Epipkora , Force or Impression, a figure 
in Rhetoriek, in which one word is repeated at the end of 
several Sentences, but differs from Epistrophe, in that it 
hath respect chiefly to the Matter. 1721-1800 Bailey. 

3 . Logic. The conclusion of syllogism or con- 
sequent of an hypothesis. 

1721 in Bailey ; and in mod. Diets, 

Epipkragm (e*pifraem). [ad. mod. L. epi * 
phragma , Gr. kirlcppay/xa lid, f. kmtppacrouv, f„ kvi 
upon ■+• ippaoauv to fence.] 

1 . Zool. The secretion with which a snail closes 
the aperture of its shell during hybernation. 

1854 Woodward Mollusca n. 162 The epiphragm is a layer 
of hardened mucus, sometimes strengthened with carbonate 
of lime : it is always minutely perforated opposite the re- 
i spiratory orifice. 

2 . Bot. A membrane closing the mouth of the 
spore-case in urn-mosses and fungi. 

[1830 Lindley Nat. Syst. Bot. 323 The membrane, or 
epiphragma, which occasionally closes lip the orifice of the 
theca ] 1882 Vines Sachs' Bot. 341 As the Fungus matures, 
the upper part of the peridium becomes stretched and flat* 
forming the Epiphragm. 

+ Epipky :llo spe'rmcms, a. Bot. Obs. [f. 

: Epi- -t- Gr. (pvRXo-v leaf + cTrkpp-a seed 4 - -ous.] 
Having the seeds on the back of the leaves. Cf. 
Dorsiferous. 

2704 Harris Lex. Techn., Epip[h]yllospermous Plants. 
1706 in Phillips. 1760 J. Lee Bot. (177 6) 150 (Jod.) 
Such plants as are dorsiferous . . have been called also epi- 
phyllospermous. 1828 in Webster ; and in mod. Diets. 

Epipkyllons (epifrbs), a. Bot . [f. Epi- + 
Gr. <pvRR-ov leaf + -ous.] That grows upon a 
leaf : predicated a. of parasitical fungi ; b. of 
stamens inserted upon the perianth ; c. of flowers 
growing on the surface of a leaf. 

1835 Lindley^ Introd. Bot . (1848): II. 380 Epiphyllous ; 
inserted upon the leaf. 187a Oliver Elem . Bot. 1. v. 51 
There are [in Daffodil] six stamens, inserted upon the 
perianth (epiphyllous). 1874 M, Cooke Fungi 128 The epi- 
phyllous Coniomycetes. 

Epipkysary (ipi*fisari), a. Anat. [f. Epi- 

phys-is 4 -ary « Epiphysial. 

x86x Bumstead Ven. Dis , (1879) 680 Such productions are 
often, for a time at least, movable upon the bone beneath, 
and are then called epiphysary exostoses. 

Epiphysial (epifrziab, a. Anat. [f, Epi- 
PHYSl-S + -al L] Pertaining to, or of the nature 
of, an epiphysis. 

1854 Owen Skel. «$■ Teeth . (1855) 227 These surfaces . . 
are developed on separate epiphysial plates, which coalesce 
( in the course of growth with the rest of the centrum. 

II Epipkysis (epi-fisis). Anat. PI. epiphyses. 
Also 7 epiphise, -yse. [a. Gr. kmtpvais, f. km 
upon -t <pbais growth. Cf. F. ipiphyse\ also used 
■ in English in 17th and 1 8th c.] 

1 . An extremity or other portion of a long bone 
which has originated in a centre of ossification 
distinct from the rest. Opposed to Apophysis. 

X&34 T. Johnson Parey's Chirurg. vi. xxvi. <1678) 247 The 
wand hath two Epiphyses, or Appendices, the one at the 
upper end, the other at the lower, x688 Moulen in Phil. 
Trims. XVII , 7x4 The Cartilage had generally an Epiphise 
or two. 1741 Monro A nat. ed. 3) 39 An Epiphyse might 
be mistaken for a Fracture. 2854 Owen in Circ. Sc. (0865) 
II. 47/1 These separately ossified ends being termed ‘epi- 
physes ’. 2872 Mivart Elem. Anat. ii. 23. 

2 . ahstr. The process of developing such a 

growth. - 

1862 Sir H. Holland Ess., Hum. Longevity 108 This 
! period of Epiphysis or completion of bony union 
|- : Epipkytal (epifoi-tal), a. Bot. [f. prec. + -alL] 

1 Having the distinctive property of an epiphyte. 


EPIPHYTE. 
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1854 Hooker Himal . Jrnls. I. i. 24 Additional epiphytal 
orchidaceous plants. 1872 Oliver Elem.Bot, n, 266 Many 
of the tropical species [of Orchids] are called * air-plants * 
from their being epiphytal. 

Epiphyte (e*piiait). [f. Gr. Inf upon + <pvr6v 
plant.] 

1. Bot . A plant which grows on another plant ; 
usually restricted to those which derive only sup- 
port (and not nutrition) from the plants on which 
they grow. 

1861 Miss Pratt Flower . PL III. 385 Mosses, lichens . . 
are termed false parasites or epiphytes. 1874 Coues Birds 
N. W. 181 The true epiphytes, like the mistletoe, drawing 
sap directly from the other plants upon which they fix. 
1879 Cassell's. Tec hn, Educ. I. 91/2 The Vanilla is an 
epiphyte, or air-plant. 

Jig, 1878 M. & F. Collins Vill, Comedy II. viu. 91 She, 
a fragile epiphyte, unable to exist alone, fell into the hands 
of an adroit unscrupulous villain, 

2. Path. A vegetable parasite on the surface of 
an animal body. 

1847-9 Toxin Cycl. A nett, IV. 144/1 Gruby detected epi- 
phytes in sycosis. 

Epiphytic (epifrtik), a. [f. as prec. 4- -ic.] 

1. Bot. * Epiphytal, 

1830 Lindley Nat. Syst . Bot. 26 1 Of the epiphytic class, 
one only is found so for north as South Carolina. 1874 
Coues Birds N. IV. 197 The nest was hung in a bunch of 
the Arceuthobium Oxycedri, an abundant epiphytic plant. 
1879 Wallace A ustralasia xi. 222 Epiphytic orchids. 

2. Path. Of disease : Caused by epiphytes or 
vegetable parasites. 

1859 E. A. Parkes Pract. Hygiene (ed. 3) 63 Scabies, and 
the epiphytic affections especially. 

Epiphytical (epilrtikal), a. Bot , [f. as prec. 
4--AL.J = prec. 

1861 Athenteum 29 June 862 An epiphytical plant . . the 
leaves of which., were filled with pure water. 1880 Ball 
Jungle Life Pnd. i. 41 The natives apply the term banda , 
meaning slave, to all parasitical and epiphytical plants. 

Epiphytically (epifrtikali), adv . Bot. [f. 
prec. + -ly *;] In the manner of an epiphyte. 

1854 Hooker Himal. Jrnls, I, i. 22 On which a species 
of grass grew epiphytically, *875 Griffith & Henfrey 
Microsc. Diet. s.v. Caiicium , Growing. .epiphytically on 
other Lichens. 

Epiphytous (/prfitas), a. Bot. [f. Epiphyte 
+ -OUS,] = Epiphytal. 

1816 Kirby & Sp. Entomol (1843V!. 385 Regarded by 
some of our first botanists as an epiphytous fungus, but 
proved on dissection to be a true gall. 1863 Bates Nat. 
Amazon ii. (ed. 2) 29 The air-roots of epiphytous plants 
which sit on the stronger boughs of the trees above, 
t Epiple ctic, a. Obs. rare- 1 , [ad. Gr. Iirt- 
tt\tjktik6s given to rebuking, f. Inink^aanv ; see 
Epiplexis.J Of the nature of epiplexis. 

1652 Urquhart Jewel Wks. (1834) 292 Instruments of 
elocution . . attended on each side respectively with, an 
epiplectick and exegetick modification. 

II Epiplerosis (e'-piplier^u-sis). [mod.Lat, a. 
Gr. emvkrjpuats overfilling, f. imnkrjpbuv, i. kni 4- 
n\rj potty, f. nXrjprjs full.] (See quot.) 

1847 Craig, > Ejijlerosis, in Pathology, overfilling, ex- 
tensive distension, as of the veins or arteries with blood. 

Epipleural ^epipliioTal), a. Anat. [f. Gr. kni- 
irAevp-os (f. ini upon 4* nXevpa rib, side) 4- -AL 1 .] 
Situated upon a rib. Also qnasWA 
i 856 Owen Anat. Vertebr, \. 43 These ‘scleral’ spines 
are termed. . ‘ epineurals \ ‘ epicentrals’, and * epipleurals', 
according to the vertebral element they may adhere to. 
1870 Rolleston Anim. Life 20 Each rib . .has an epipleural 
process. 1880 Gunther Fishes 77 The abdominal vertebrae 
nave parapophyses developed with epipleural spines. 

II Epiplexis (epiple'ksis). Rhet. [L. epiplexis , 
Gr. kninXrjgts, f. kninXi}<7(Ssiv, f. ini upon 4 - nXrjaoeiv 
to strike.] (See quot.) 

1678 Phillips, Epiplexis, A figure in Rhetorick which 
by an elegant kind of upbraiding, indeavours to convince. 
1721-1800 m Bailey ; and in mod. Diets. 

II Epiploce (epi*pl&*). Rhet. [mod.L., a. Gr. 
knmXojerf plaiting together, f. kmnXktceLV, f. ini upon 
+ nkhtiv to plait, twine.] ‘ A figure of rhetoric, 
by which one aggravation, or striking circumstance, 
is added in due gradation to another ’. (J.) 

1678-1706 in Phillips. 1721-1800 in Bailey. 1828 in 
Webster; and in mod. Diets. 

Epiplocele (epfpldsfi). Path. Also 8 epiploo- 
eele. [ad. Gr. kntnXoxrjXrj, £. knlnXoov (see Epi- 
ploon) j KrjKij rupture.] A hernia or rupture in 
which a portion of the omentum is protruded. 

1721-1800 Bailey, Epiploocele. 1758 J, S, Le D van’s 
Observ. Surg. (1771) Diet., Epiplocele. 1849-52 Todd 
Cycl. Anat. IV. 986/2 An epiplocele .. might readily be 
mistaken for an additional testicle. 

Epiploic (epiplJu-ik), a. Anat. [f. next + ~IC.] 
Of or pertaining to the epiploon or omentum. 

1656-81 Blount Glossogr. s.v. Veine, Dexter Epiploick 
veine, the second branch of the spleen veine. 1731-6 in 
Bailey. 1830 R. Knox BeclarcCs Anat. 98 Examples of 
those prolongations are seen in the omentum and epiploic 
appendages. 

Epiploon (epi'pl^n). Also 6 epipleon. 
[mod.L., a. Gr. kninX»ov , f. imnkieiv to sail or 
float on ; the epiploon floating as it were on the 
intestines.] 

1- The caul or omentum, a fatty membrane en- 
wrapping the intestines. 


2541 R. Copland Guy don’s Quest. Chirurg ., What is 
Epypleon, and wherof is it composed ? 1667 Phil. Traits. 
II. 552 The Epiploon, or the Double Membrane, which 
covers the Entrals of Animals, and is fill'd with Fat. 2870 
Rolleston Anim. Life 4 The curtain-like omentum or 
epiploon. 

2. Entom. (See quots.) 

1826 Kirby & Sp. Entomol. IV, 115 What some regard as 
a real liver, others look upon as an epiploon or caul. Ibid. 
(1828) IV. xliv. 219 Chiefly the epiploon or fat of the larva. 
3:834 M' Murtrie Cuvier’s Anim. Kingd. 322 The epiploon 
or corps graisseux. 

Epi^loscEeocele (e:pipl^sk&s/-!V Path. [ f. 

Gr. ininho-ov (see prec.) - 1 - Lex* 0 -* scrotum 4 - KrjXn) 
rupture.] A hernia or rupture in which a portion 
of the omentum descends into the scrotum. 

In mod Diets. 

Epipodial (epipff «*diaD, a. [f. Epipodi-um 4- 
-AL.] Pertaining to or resembling the epipo- 
dium. 

1877 Huxley Anat. Inv. An. viu. 510 There are very 
large epipodial lobes, by the aid of which some species 
propel themselves like Pteropods. 1878 Bell Gegenbauer’s 
Comp. Anat. 337 The epipodial gill is arranged circularly 
in the Placophora. 

Epipodite (eprp^doit). Anat. [f. Epipod-ium 
4 * -ite.] A long, curved appendage to the basal 
joint or coxopodite of the anterior ambulatory 
limbs of some Crustacea. 

1869 Nicholson Boot. 176 The protopodite bears a process 
which serves to keep the gills apart, and is termed the 
epipodite.^ 1877 Huxley Anat. Inv. An. vi. 328 Each epi- 
odite is, in fact, expanded at its upper extremity into a 
road bilobed membrane. 

Hence Epbpodrtic a resembling an epipodite. 
1877 Huxley Anat. Inv. An. vi. 364 The branchiae .. 
resemble not a little the epipoditic branchiae of Astacus. 

Epipodium (epip<?uditfm). PL -a. [mod.L., 
ad. Gr. inmotioo , neut. of emnbdios, f. ini upon 4 - 
novSj noS-bs foot.] 

1. Zoo/. A muscular lobe developed from the 
lateral and upper surfaces of the foot of some 
molluscs. 

1877 Huxley Anat. Inv. An. viii. 503 Near its extremity 
are two lateral fleshy lobes which perhaps correspond with 
the epipodia of other Mollusks. 

2. Bot. A form of disc consisting of glands upon 

the stipe of an ovary. Also the stalk of the disc 
itself. 1866 in Treas. Bot. 

Epipolic (epip^lik), a. Physics, [f. Gr. lm~ 
nok-i) surface 4- -ic.] a. Of or pertaining to the 
surface ; taking place on the surface, b. Of or 
pertaining to epipolism. Epipolic dispersion : Iier- 
scheFs term for the dispersion of light on the 
surface of a body; « Fluorescence. 

1845 Herschel in Phil. Trans. CXXXV. 147 This singu- 
lar mode of dispersion., which. . I shall venture to call epi- 
polic, from en-uroAfi, a surface. 1848 W. Grove Contrib. Sc. 
m Corn. P/tys. Forces 349 Epipolic actions will . . assume a 
much more important place in physics. £-1865 J. Wylde 
in Circ. Sc. I. 54/1 Epipolic Dispersion. We have, .noticed 
the epipolic appearance whilst pouring semi-congealed oil 
from a glass bottle. 

Epipolism (/prpJliz’m - ). Physics, [f. Epipol- 
ic - 1 - -ism.] Epipolic dispersion ; Fluorescence. 
Epipolize (zprptfbiz), v. Physics, [f. Epipol- 
ic 4- -ize.] trans. To change into the epipolic 
condition ; to cause to exhibit the phenomena 
of fluorescence. 

Hence Eprpolized ppl. a., Eprpolizing. 

1845 Herschel in Phil. Trans. CXXXV. 148 An epi- 
olized beam of light (meaning thereby a beam which has 
een transmitted through a qumiferous solution and under- 
gone its dispersing action) is, etc. Ibid. 153 An epipolizing 
surface, c 1865 J. Wylde in Circ. Sc, I. 54/1 The passage 
of the epipolised rays is completely stopped. 

Epipterous (Tpi-pteras), a. Bot. [f. Gr. ini 
upon 4 - nrepov wing + -ous.] Of seeds : Bearing 
wings at the summit. z866 in Treas. Bot. 

EpirMzous (epiroi'zasl, a. Bot. [f. Gr. ini 
upon 4 - root + -ous.] Growing on a root. 
i856 in Treas, Bot. 

f Epi*rot. Obs. rare — h [ad. Gr. iineipcurijs, f. 
7 jrrapos mainland, inland of a country as opposed 
to the coast.] One who dwells inland. 

1660 Jer. Taylor Duct. Dubit. 11. i. The Greek and the 
barbarian, the epirot and the maritime. 

Episcleral (episklls’ral), a. Anat. [f. Epi- 4- 
Gr. etc\r)p-6s hard 4 - -AL.] Belonging to, or placed 
upon, the sclerotic or hard outer coat of the eye. 

1861 Bumstead Ven. Dis. (1879) 703 Some of the infiltra- 
tions., which have been described as belonging to the con- 
junctiva proper, have had their origin in the episcleral 
tissue. 1879 P. Smith Glaucoma 22 Engorgement of epi- 
scleral vessels. 

Episcleritis (e:piskli®roi'tis). Path. [f. as 
prec. 4 - -itis.] An inflammation of the connective 
tissue covering the sclerotic coat of the eye. 

1861 Bumstead Ven. Dis. (1879) 702 Episcleritis begins 
commonly as a small hype Hemic spot, usually about a line 
from the margin of the cornea. 1878 T. Bryant Pract. 
Surg. I. 320 Episcleritis is a somewhat rare disease. 

Episcopable (/prsk^pab’l), a. [f. L. epi- 
scop-us bishop 4 - -able.] Qualified for appointment 
as a bishop. 


EPISCOPALIAN. 

1676 Marvell Gen . Councils Wks. 1875 IV. 132 The 
deacons, .would prick on to render themselves capable and 
episcopable, upon the first vacancy. 1680 Hobbes Con- 
siderations 43 The rest of the Clergy, Bishops and Epi- 
scopable men. 1884 Pall Mall G. 31 May 12/1 The Prime 
Minister has taken four years to discover that episcopable 
men exist outside his own ecclesiastical party. 

Episcopacy (/pi**k<?pasi). [f. late L. episco- 
pates the office or dignity of a bishop. See Epi- 
scopal and -acy.] 

fl. Oversight; ecclesiastical authority. Obs. 

1659 Gauden Tears C It. Eng. 23 First three, afterward 
five Patriarchs had the general Episcopacy . . over all the 
Christian World. 

2. Government of the church by bishops ; the 
system of church government which comprises 
three distinct orders, bishops, presbyters or priests, 
and deacons. 

1647 Clarendon Hist. Reb. 1. (1843V 35/2 There was little 
more than the name of episcopacy preserved in that church, 
1691 Wood A th. Oxon, 1. 248 He was never a cordial friend 
to Episcopacy, but rather a patron of the Non -conformists. 
1790 Burke Fr. Rev. 80 Is the house of lords to be voted 
useless? Is episcopacy to be abolished ? i860 Forster 
Gr. Remmstr. 87 In the year 1570, the institution of epi- 
scopacy in the Protestant church was openly assailed by the 
Lady Margaret's professor of divinity at Cambridge. 

0. The position or office of bishop, rare. 

1685 A. Lovell tr. Simon’s Crit. Hist. Re tig. 23 They 
observe not exactly the Age that is required for Priesthood 
and Episcopacy. 1869 Lecky Europ. Mor. t^ed. 2) 86 Priests 
who attained the episcopacy. 

4. The period during which a bishop holds his 
office ; - Episcopate. Now rare. 

1660 Jer. Taylor Duct. Dubit. ii. iii.§ 11 By their differing 
presidencies or episcopacies. 1816 C. Sharp Hist . Hartle- 
pool 20 During the episcopacy of Bishop Poor. 1844 Lin- 
gard Hist. Anglo-Sax. Ch. (1858* II. xi. 171 Aldhelm died 
, . in the fifth year of his episcopacy, 

5. concr. The body of bishops in the aggregate. 

1757 Burke Abridgm. Eng. Hist. Wks. X. 38 Long may 

we enjoy our Church under a learned and edifying episco- 

acy. 1885 Manch, Exam. 10 Jan. 5/2 A usurping priest- 

ood and an aggressive episcopacy. 1889 Standard 14 
Sept, s/3 The Episcopacy are still active in the preliminaries 
of the Electoral campaign. 

Episcopal (/pi'skdpal), a. and sb. [a. Fr. epi- 
scopal, ad. late L. episcopalis , f. episcopus Bishop.] 
A. at j. 

1. Of or pertaining to a bishop or bishops. 

1485 Act x Hen. VII , c. 4 Archbishops and Bishops, and 
other Ordinaries, having Episcopal jurisdiction. 1675 
Ogilby Brit. 4 A City . . Dignified with an Episcopal See. 
1765 Blackstone Comm. 1. ii. (R.), The usual mode of 
elevating to the episcopal chair. 1877 W. Jones Finger- 
ring 210 The episcopal ring . . was considered a symbol of 
sacerdotal authority. 

2. Pertaining to, or of the nature of, episcopacy, 
f Formerly also of persons ; Advocating or sup- 
porting episcopacy. 

1651 Baxter Inf. Bapt. 145 The Episcopall Party are far 
more confirmed in their way by it. ^1674 Clarendon 
Hist. Reb. ix. (1843) 592/2 The maintenance and support of 
the episcopal government in England. 1692 Luttrell Brief 
Ret. 11857) II. 379 By removing diverse of the kirk party 
and putting in episcopall men. 1704 Nelson Fest. 4* Fasts 
(1739) 530 The Christian Church . . gives full Testimony in 
behalf of Episcopal Government. 

3. Of a church : Constituted on the principle of 
episcopacy. Often spec, (with initial capital) of 
the Anglican Church, of which in Scotland and 
the United States it is the ordinary designation ; 
also with prefixed adj. in the names of certain 
other religious bodies, as Methodist Episcopal \ 
Reformed Episcopal. Hence of buildings used for 
worship, clergy, forms of service, etc. : Belonging 
to such a church. 

In U.S. sometimes of persons, = Episcopalian a t. t 

1752 Hume Ess. 4* Treat. (1777) I. 69 The established 
clergy were episcopal. 1806 Gazetteer Scot l, 277 The 
episcopal chapel. ££1831 A. Knox Rem. (1844) I. 59 The 
distress of the English Episcopal Church during the Usur- 
pation. 1844 S. Wilberforce Hist. Prot.Episc. Ch. Amer. 
(1846) 437 It would be difficult to find, in the whole Episcopal 
communion throughout America, one specimen, etc. 

t B. sb. An adherent of episcopacy ; one be- 
longing to the Episcopal church ; =» Episco- 
palian. 

1708 Swift Sacram. Test. Wks. 1755 H. 1. 137 The dis- 
senting episcopals. 1716 M. Davies Ath. Brit. II. 310 
Twenty Episcopals perchance to one Kirker of the Calvin- 
istical Order. 1823 Blackw. Mag. XIV. 181 Good episcopal 
as I am, you have sickened me. 

Episcopalian (ipksk 0 p<?;-lian), a. and sb. [f. 
late L. episcopdli-s (see prec.) 4- -AN.] 

A. adj. 

X. Belonging to an episcopal church, esp. (usu- 
ally with initial capital) to the Anglican Church. 

S 1768 in Chauncy Lett. 66 The numbers and size of episco- 
dian churches. 1796 Morse Amer. Geog. I. 454 The 
piscopalian churches are respectable. 1840 Sir J. Stephen 
Eccl. Biog. 'i8so> II. 405 A long line of episcopal and epi- 
scopalian successors. 1844 S. Wilberforce Hist Prof. 
Episc. Ch. A iner . 11846) 440 In New York, where the Episco- 
alian body is possessed of endowments, free churches have 
een opened for the poor. 

2. Of an episcopal character, tare. 

1822 Blackzv. Mag. XI. 431 A wig, the episcopalian di- 
mensions of which were reduced to suit it the better to the 
climate. 1822 T. L. Peacock Maid Marian ix, The do- 
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EPISODICAL, 


EPISCOPALISM. 


parture of king Richard from England was succeeded "by 
the episcopalian regency of the Bishops of Ely and Durham. 

33. sb. ft. An adherent ot episcopacy, b. 
One who belongs to an episcopal church; esp. 
a member of the Anglican Church. 

1738 Neal Hist, Pur it. IV, 77 The Episcopalians were at 
this time excepted from a legal toleration. 1764 Secker 
Amsw. May hew' s Observ. (R. , We are considered as.. pro- 
fessed episcopalians. 1824 Coleridge Aids Red. (,1848, I. 7 
The diffusion of light and knowledge through this kingdom 
..by Episcopalians and Puritans, from Edward VI. to the 
Restoration, was as wonderful as it is praiseworthy. 1825 
Ld. Cockburn Mem. 305 Our episcopalians used to be so 
few that, etc. 1844 S. Wilberforce Hist. Prot. Episc. 
Ch. Amer. (1846) 98 They would not hear of granting to 
Episcopalians the most ordinary toleration. 

Hence Episcopal lianism, the principles distinc- 
tive of an Episcopalian. BpiscopaTianize v.> 
to make (a person) an Episcopalian. Episco- 
pa lianized ppl. a. 

1846 Eclectic Rev. Feb. 233 Is not episcopalianism itself 
brought into question? 1865 Wright Hist. Caricat . xxi. 
(1875) 360 The Puritans . . looked upon Episcopalianism as 
differing in little from popery. 1886 Pall Mall G. 30 Mar. 
n/x The Presbyterian religion .. would have suited the 
people., much better than our Episcopalianism. 1837 J. 
Lang New S. Wales II. 258 The Episcopalianized Scots 
Presbyterian. 

Episcopalism (i'pi’skdpalbzm). [f. Episcopal 
4 -ism. J That theory of church polity which places 
the supreme authority in the hands of an episcopal 
or pastoral order ; if this authority is in practice 
exercised by any recognized head of the church it 
is only as the delegate of this order as a whole, 
and with their consent. Held in the Church of 
Rome by the Galileans (but dogmatically rejected 
by the Vatican Council), and in various Reformed 
churches. Distinguished from terrilorialism , and 

COLLEGIALISM, q.V. 

Episcopality (i'pbsk^pae-liti). [f. Episcopal 
4-ity.] In various nonce-uses: f a. That which 
constitutes episcopacy, fb. The office or dignity 
of a bishop, e. The quality appropriate to a 
bishop ; a bishop-like bearing. 

c 1618 E. Bolton Hyper critica ii. § 3 Enemies of Eccle- 
siastical Episcopality. 1636 Prynne Unbisk. Tim. 158 
Those Lordly Pontificians.. . will needs claime all their 
Episcopalities by a divine right. 1647 16 New Quaeres to 
Praelates Ded. 2 These Quaeres will proove fatall to your 
Popedomes, Episcopalities, etc. 1885 Oxenham Stud. Etk. 
# Reiig. 16 Tnere is a sort of episcopality about them— if 
one may be permitted to coin the word. 

Episcopaliz© (/pi'sktfpabiz), v. rare. [f. as 
prec. + -ize.] trans. To attribute an episcopal 
position to (a person) ; to speak of as a bishop. 

1823 New Monthly Mag. VIII. 245 To episcopalize Saint 
Lazarus is quite as anachronismatical a sin as clapping the 
tiara upon the unconscious head of Saint Peter. 

Episcopally (i'prsktfpali), adv. [f. as prec. 4 
-ly a. j In an episcopal manner : a. In the rank 
of a bishop; as a bishop is or does. b. With 
reference to ordination : By the hands of a bishop. 

e. On the basis of episcopal government 

1680 A nsw. Stilling/ ect' s Serm . 27 A Minister, .ordained 
(and so Episcopally or Classically approved in his abilities 
for that function'. 1702 Lond. Gaz. No. 3853/4 A French 
Minister, who is Episcopally Ordained. 1782 Burke Corr. 
(1844) II. 464 To conclude episcopally, I heartily pray God 
Almighty to prosper your administration. 1785 Cowper 
Tiroc. 365 The father who designs his babe a priest, Dreams 
him episcopally such at least. 1804 A nn. Rev. II. 206 Some 
displeasure arose that Wesley should act thus episcopally. 
186a Pall Mall G. 8 Oct. 2 An episcopally ordained priest. 
1882-3 S. M. Hopkins in Schaff Reiig. Encycl. III. 2554 7 2 
Prescribed forms of prayer became characteristic of episco- 
pally constituted churches, 

+ Epi'SCOpant. Obs. [ad. med.L. episcopani- 
em, pr. pple. of episcopate to hold a bishopric, 

f, episcopus .] One who holds a bishopric ; a 
bishop. 

1641 Milton Prel. Episc. (1851) 90 Their usurping and 
over provender’ d Episcopants, 

t Episcopa’rian, a. and sb. Obs . [f. L. epi- 
scop-us bishop 4 -ari-us (see -ary) 4 -an.] 

A. adj. = Episcopal A. 2 . 

1691 Wood Atk. Oxon. II. 305 The episcoparian govern- 
ment then lately thrown out of doors. 

B. sb. - Episcopalian B. a. 

1649 Needham Case Commw, 89 Prudent Toleration of 
opinions in matters of Religion could never be proved yet, 
by any of our Episcopalians and Presbyterians . . to be re- 
pugnant to the Word. 1671 H. Stubbe Reply 31, I most 
associated my self with the Episcoparians. 1691 Wood A th. 
Oxon. II. 316 As for his railing at the Episcoparians, all 
readers of his books .. may., behold [it]. 1721-1800 in 
Bailey ; and in mod. Diets. 

Episcopate (zpi'skJp^t), sb. [ad. L. episcopates , 
f, episcopus bishop.] 

1. The office or dignity of a bishop. 

1641 Heywood Priest , Judge , # P. x The late firme scite of 
our Episcopate, 1744 Arnald Comm. Bk. Wisdom Ded. 
(T.), These great qualities at length conducted you so de- 
servedly to the episcopate. 1782 Priestley Corrupt. Ckr. 
II. x. 251 [They] endeavoured to make the episcopate . . a 
higher degree. 1833 Cruse Eusebius vi. xxx. 249 Honoured 
with the episcopate in the churches of Pontus. 

2. An episcopal see, a bishopric. 

1807 G. Chalmers Caledonia I. in. v. 357 Bede, who gave 


the history of that episcopate. 1847 Disraeli Tancred 11, 
v, The Church Temporalities* Bill in 1833 . . suppressed ten 
Irish episcopates. x86x Stanley East. Ck. vii. (1869) 227 
The Episcopate of Egypt had but a doubtful existence 
in early times. 

3. The period during which a bishop holds 
office. 

1868 Freeman Norm. Conq. (1876I II. ix. 416 In the third 
year of his episcopate he was driven out. 1885 Blanch, 
Courier 16 June 4 7 That was the 123rd church he had con- 
secrated during the 1 5 years of his episcopate. 

4. The bishops regarded as a collective body. 

1842 Pusey^ Crisis Eng. Ch. 140 First as to the Episcopate, 

the Evangelic Bishops in Germany are a creation of the 
state. 1839 Lit Churehm. V. 117/2 The Committee advise 
the increase of the Episcopate. 1865 M affei Brigand Life 
II. 98 The instructions to the Neapolitan episcopate. 

+ Episcopate, v. Obs. [f. med.L. episcopal - 
ppl. stem of episcopate , f. episcopus bishop.] a. 
intr. To act as a bishop; to become a bishop, 
b. trans. To make (a person) a bishop. 

1641 Milton Ck. Govt. ii. <1851) 106 There he [S. Peter] 
commits to the Presbyters only full authority both of feed- 
ing the flock, and Episcopating. a x66x Fuller Worthies 
(1840) II. 379 Though all the rest were episcopated, doctor 
Fulke was but doctor Fulke still. X705 Wycherley 7 Apr. 
in Pope's Lett, i 1735) I. 9 A Bishop gains his Bishopnck 
by saying he twill not Episcopate. 

Episcopation Upisk^p^-jbn). [f. L. epi- 
scopus 4 -ATION.] The action of making a person 
a bishop ; the fact of becoming a bishop. 

*872 M. Collins Pr. Clarice II. xviii. 213 Her [a bishop’s 
wife’s] quasi-episcopation can hardly be expected to affect 
you. a 1876 — in Pen Sketches (18791 I. 251 The story of 
the episcopation of the saintly Ken, 

Eprseopature. ? nonce-wd. = Episcopate 4. 

1884 Macm. Mag. July 184 Our Episcopature will soon 
owe it only to the actor’s forbearance that he does not deny 
Christian burial to bishops. 

t Fpi scopici de. Obs. rare. Tn 8 episco- 
pacide. [f. L. episcop-ns bishop 4 -(rciDE 2 .] The 
crime of murdering a bishop. 

1692 in Coles. 1708 J. Chamberlayne St. Gt. Brit. 1. 
n. vii. (1743) 66 The Law of England . . made the offences 
of Parricide & Episcopacide equal. 1751 Chambers Cycl., 
Episcopacide , the crime of murdering a bishop by one of 
his own clergy. 

Epi scopiza’tion. rare. [f. next 4 -ation.] 
The action of making (a person) a bishop. 

x86x Sat. Rev. XI. 337, 2 The episeopization of Deans. 

Episcopize (ipi'skJpriz), v. [f. L. episcopates 
bishop + -ize.] 

1. trans. To make or consecrate (a person) a 
bishop. Also absol. 

1649 Selden Laws Eng. 11, xxvii. (1739] 127 The course of 
Episcopizing continued the same as formerly it had been. 
1820 Southey Wesley II. 407 There seems reason to be- 
lieve that Wesley was willing to have been episcopized upon 
this occasion. 1832 Wilson in Blackw. Mag. XXXI. 286 
The very first act of the Devil’s own reign Would epi- 
scopize Cobbett, and canonize Paine. 

2. To rule as a bishop. Also To episcopize it. 

X679 Prance Addit . Narr. Pop. Plot 46 Sent over into 

England by the Pope to Episcopize it over all English 
Catholicks. a 1745 W. Broome Poems , Death J. Shute 
(R.), By whom he ’s prelated above the skies, And then the 
whole world ’s his t’ episcopise. 

b. intr. To assume the character of a bishop. 

1820 Southey Wesley II. 310 An inclination to episcopize 
was evidently shown in this language. 

3. To bring under episcopal government ; also, 
to render episcopalian. 

1767 Chauncy Let. (1768' 37 Their main view was to 
episcopise the Colonies. 1769 Public Advertiser 3 June 
4/1 Mr. Apthorpe’s Scheme of episcopizing America. 1868 
Lessons Mid. Age 176 Not . . free to use any active means 
for episcopising the Church of Scotland, 

Hence Epi-scopizing vbl. sb . ; also attrib. 

1768 W. Livingston Bp. Llandajfx 9 The episcopising 

of dissenters. 1768 in Chauncy Let. 45 The episcopising 
plan is of a very interesting nature. 1840 Taifs Mag. VII. 
71 The mission of the apostles was not an episcopizing of 

f eographical dioceses. x88x Blackie Lay Serm. viii. 247 
lis father’s episcopising schemes and theories, 
t Epi:scopofa*ctory. Obs. rare- 1 . The mak- 
ing of bishops. 

1649 Selden Laws Eng. 11. xxxvi, The King himself had 
a power of Episcopofactory, without Conge d’ eslire. 

Episcopolatry (/pksk^pp-latri). rare. [f. Gr. 
eiriojcoiros bishop 4 Karpcia worship.] ‘Worship’ 
of bishops. 

1867 Ck. <*• State Rev. 9 Mar. 224 The practical danger 
of episcopolatry is less imminent than might be supposed. 
1882 Ch. Times 22 Dec. 015 Those Englishmen who, in the 
violence of their recoil from Presbyterianism and Congre- 
gationalism, have cherished proclivities in the direction of 
Episcopolatry. 

Episcopy (/pi’sk^pi). [ad. Gr. kmcKoma over- 
sight, f. kmojconos overseer, Bishop.] 

+ 1. Survey; superintendence. Obs. rare. 

1641 Milton Ch. Govt, il iii. (1851) 158 The censor in his 
morall episcopy. 

t 2. Government of the church by bishops. Obs. 
1660 Jer. Taylor Duct. Dubit. 1. iv. § 9 It was the 
universal doctrine of the Church of God for many ages . . 
that episcopy is the divine, or apostolical institution. 

3. concr. The body or bench of bishops, rare. 
1874 Dixon Two Queens III. xvm. in, 337 A view sup- 
ported by the English episcopy. 


Episepalous Cepise’pabs), a. [f. Epi- 4 Sepal 
+ -ous.j Growing upon the sepals of the calyx. 

1882 Vines Sachs' Bot. 627 The epipetalous and epi- 
sepalous position of the stamens. 

Episiorrhapliy (e*pis 9 i|*rrafi). [f. Gr. kmaeiov 
the region of the pubes - 1 - -paipia, f. fiarrvetv to sew.] 
An operation for the relief of prolapsus uteri by 
a suture. 

1872 F. Thomas Dis. Women 176 Closure of the vagina 
may be accomplished by two operations, episiorrhaphy and 
obliteration of the canal. 

Epis&eletal vepisked/tal), a. Anat. [f. Epi- 
4 Skelet-on 4 -alL] Of muscles : Situated upon 
the skeleton, i.e . lying above the horizontal plane 
of the vertebral axis. 

1871 Huxley Anat. Vert. ii. 45 The episkeletal muscles 
are developed out of the protovertebrae. 

Episodal (e-pisJudal), «. [f. next 4 al 1 .] Of 
the nature of an episode ; « Episodial, Episodic. 

1876 Macm. Mag. XXXIV. 200 He replaces such pass- 
ages and semi-cadences by novel episodal matter. 

Episode (e*pis<? H db Also 7-8 episod. [a. Gr, 
| 7 rftcro 5 - t ov, neut. of ZirMOoS-ios coming in besides, 
f. € 7 r<f in addition 4 atroSos entering, f. tis into + 
<5<5o? way. Cf. Fr. episode .] 

1. In the Old Greek Tragedy, the interlocutory 
parts between two choric songs, because these 
were originally interpolations. 

1678 T. Rymer Trag. Last Age 12 Thespis introduc’d the 
Episods, and brought an Actor on the stage. 1762 J. Brown 
Poetry # Mns. iv. 1x763) 42 Not only the Part of the tragic 
Choir, but the Episode or interlocutory Part would be also 
sung, a 1 789 Burney Hist. Mns. ,ed. 21 I, viii. 146 The 
custom of setting the Episodes as the acts of a play. 

2. An incidental narrative or digression in a 
poem, story, etc., separable from the main subject, 
yet arising naturally from it. 

1679 Dryden Dram. Wks. 369 The happy Episode of 
Theseus and Dirce. 1780 Jas. Harris Wks. ( 1841* 423 The 
dry didactic character of the Georgies [of Virgil] made it 
necessary they should be enlivened by episodes and digres- 
sions. ' 1839 Thirlwall Greece II. 183 Herodotus introduces 
an episode, which . . seems . . at first sight strangely mis- 
placed. 1865 Tylor Early Hist. Man. i. 11 Familiar 
episodes, belonging^ to the medieval 1 Reynard the Fox 

3. trans/. An incidental 1 passage ’ in a person’s 
life, in the history of a country, the world, an 
institution, etc. 

1773 Goldsm. Stoops to Conq. n. i, The terrors of a formal 
courtship, together with the episode of aunts, grandmothers 
and cousins. 1818 Cobbett Pol. Reg. XXXIII. 100 To 
answer . .ahundred letters in a week, by way of episode in 
your other labours. 1875 Lyell Princ, Geol. (ed. 10) 1. 1. x. 
203 Like the Glacial episode before mentioned. 1833 
Milman Lat. Chr. (18641 V. ix. vii. 368 The conquest of 
Constantinople by the Latins, that strange and romantic 
episode in the history of the Crusades. 

4. Mus. (See quot.) 

1869 Ouseley Counterp. xxii. 169 In ordinary fugues . . it 
is usual to allow a certain number of bars to intervene from 
time to time, after which the subject is resumed . . The in- 
tervening bars thus introduced are called Episodes. 

Episodial (episJu’dial), a. [f. Gr. k-rmabl t-o$ 
(see prec.) 4 -al.] - Episodic. 

1837 Fraser's Mag. LVI. 336 One of the most attractive 
of the epis - dial chapters. 

Episodic (epi?*?*dik), a. [f. Episode 4 -ic ] 
Of or pertaining to, or of the nature of, an episode ; 
incidental, occasional. 

17x1 Shaftesb. Charac. (1737) III. 268 The same Epi- 
soaick Liberty, .which we have maintain’d in the preceding 
Chapters. 1725 Pope Odyss. xn. note iR.>, This episodic 
narration gives the Poet an opportunity to relate, etc. 1856 
Masson Ess., Story Yearxjjo. 257 Such incidents as these, 
episodic as they were to the two great topics of Wilkes 
and the Constitution and the growing disaffection of the 
American colonies. 1879 Geo. Eliot Theo. Such vi. 123 
His episodic show of regard. 

b. Also, of a literary work : Characterized by 
the frequent introduction of episodes. 

1866 Felton Anc. fy Mod. Gr. I. iv. 68 It [the Maha- 
hharata] is more episodic than the other [the Ramayana]. 

Episodical (epis^-dikal), a. [f. as prec. 4 -al L] 

1 . ~ Episodic. 

x66q Dryden Ess. Dram. Poesie Wks. 1725 I. 23 Or the 
episodical ornaments, such as descriptions, Narrations, and 
other beauties, which are not essential to the Play. 12x720 
Sheffield iDk. Buckhm. ) Wks. (1753) II. 222 The bas-reliefs 
and little squares above are all episodical paintings of the 
same story. x8xo Edin. Rev. XV. 297 There are. .no episo- 
dical conversations. 1837 Miss Sedgwick Live Let Live 
(1876 12 One of those episodical reforms that occur in every 
drunkard’s life. 

2. tram/ Of persons : Coming like an episode ; 
casual, irregular. 

1824 Scott St. Ronan's xvii, And in a short time lost all 
recollection of his episodical visitor. 1888 P. Thorne in 
Advance (Chicago) 9 Aug., The episodical people have 
become episodical once more in their attendance, and only 
the faithful few are left. 

Hence Episo'dically adv., in an episodical man- 
ner ; by way of episode. 

*753 Chesterf. Lett. III. ccci. 29 There he gives epi- 
sodically the best account I know of the customs and 
manners of the Turks. 1835 Southey Life Cowper I. vii. 
201 Mr. Newton's life is too remarkable., to be treated 
episodically. 1868 E. Edwards Raleigh I. xii. 239 Sir 
Walter has told the story himself (episodically, and as 
illustrating .. a topic). 
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Epispastic (epispse*stik), a. and sb. Med 
[ad. mod.L. epispasticus, a. Gr. kmcrrcurTitcos, f. 
h rurir&ztv, f. km towards +• citaeiv to draw.] 

A. adj. Drawing out humours ; blistering. 

1657 Phys. Dki. y Epispastick , blistering plaisters, or any 
other strong drawing plaister. 1861 Hulme tr. Moquin- 
Tandon n. in. iii. 133 Vinegar of Cantharides (Epispastick 

B. sb. A blister ; a substance used for blisters. 

1675 Grew ri naU Plants (1682) 286 A Blister. . the common 

Effect of Fire, or any strong Epispastick. 1748 Richard- 
son Clarissa (i8n> VIII. 253 Thy Epispastics may strip 
the parchment from thy plotting head. 1830 Lindley 
Nat. Syst, Bot. 7 Ranunculus flammula and sceleratus are 
powerful epispastics. 1876 Bartholow Mat. Med. 11879) 
536 An epispastic is a remedy which excites inflammation 
and vesication. 

Epispore (e-pispoer). [f. Epi- + Spore. I11 
mod.L. episporium.\ The outer membrane or 
covering on the spore of a lichen or fern. 

1835 Lindley Introd. Bot. (1848) II. 128 The membrane 
by which it [the spore] is, covered .. . soon distends into a 
transparent Epispore. 1874 Cooke Fungi 60 This rosy 
colour . . accumulating exclusively upon the epispore. 

Epistal, obs. var. of Epistyle. 

II E^i state^s. Oh. [mod.L. epi states, a. Gr, 
kmorarijs one who is set over, f. krri over + crra- stem 
of l-aravat to set ; in Athens, the president of the 
kmck-rjaia or assembly.] An overseer, a super- 
intendent 

1651 Biggs New Disp. 41 Where Reason sits sole Epi- 
states. 1731 Bailey vol. II, Epistates , a commander or 
person who has the direction and government of a people. 

!l Epistaxis (epistse-ksis). [mod.L., a. Gr, 
iiridTa^LS, f. emcrTafetv to bleed at the nose, f. km 
upon + urafav to let fall in drops.] Bleeding from 
the nose. 

1793 T. Beddoes Let. Darwin 8 The blood, discharged 
by Bpistaxis. 1866 A. Flint Princ. Med. (1880 264 Epi- 
staxis is the most common form of hemorrhage. 

Episteler, obs. variant of Epistler. 

Epistemological, (eipistfmal^-d^ikal), a. [f. 
next +- -ical.] Pertaining to Epistemology. 

1887 Mind Jan. 128 Prof. Volkelt expressly declines, as 
not forming part of the epistemological problem, the inquiries 
into the metaphysical nature of this relation. 

Epistemology (e^istfm^iodgi). [£ Gr. em- 
<rrr]fxo', comb, form of smart] (jlt] knowledge + 
-\oyia discoursing (see -LOGY).] The theory or 
science of the method or grounds of knowledge. 

1856 Ferrier Inst. Metaph . 48 This section of the science 
Is properly termed the Epistemology . . It answers the general 
question, ‘What is Knowing and the Known?’ or more 
shortly, ‘What is Knowledge?’ 1883 Athenaeum 20 Oct. 
492/3 He divides his work info four sections, dealing with 
epistemology, ontology, anthropology, and ethics. 

f E pistemo’nical, a. Philos. Obs. rare- 1 . 

[f, Gr. kmarrj/xovuc~6s capable of knowledge, f. I 
kmarfiiicov knowing, {. kmartjpirj knowledge + -AL.] 

? Capable of becoming an object of knowledge. 

<21688 Cud worth Tmmut. Mor. iv. v. §5 No Man ever 
was or can be deceived in taking that for an Epistemonical 
Truth which he clearly and distinctly apprehends. 

Episternal (epistaunal), a. Anat. [f. Epi- 
stern-um: (or its elements) +- alL] 

1 , Situate upon the sternum or breast-bone. Also, 
pertaining to the episternum ; of the nature of an 
epistemum. Episternal granules : * the rudiments 
of the omostemal bones 1 {Syd. Soc. Lex.). 

1839-47 Todd Cycl. Anat. III. 838/1 This central piece 
[in Chelonia] is bounded anteriorly by the episternal bones. 
1859 Ibid. V. 259/1 The , , left carotid arteries [in man] 
leaving the chest through the episternal notch. 187a 
Mivart Elem. Anat. 65 The ‘episternal granules' occa- 
sionally present in man are replaced in some mammals by 
considerable horn-like processes. 

2. quasi-iA 

185a Dana Crust 1. 26 Beyond the epistemals, theepime- 
rals normally come next in order. 

Epistemum (epistaunzhn). Anat. [f. Epi- + 
Sternum.] In mammals, the upper part of the 
sternum or breast- bone ; in other animals, applied 
variously to certain structures adjoining the breast. 

1855 Owen Skel. 4- Teeth The long stem of the epi- 
sternum covers the outer part of the groove, where it repre- 
sents the keel of the sternum in birds. 1872 Nicholson 
Pal&ont. 369 Clavicles were present, as well as an inter- 
claviclejepistemum). 

|| Bpistho*tonos. [erroneously formed after the 
analogy of Opisthotonos.] = Empbosthotonos. 

x8ii Hooper Med. Diet., s. v , A spasmodic affection of 
muscles drawing the body forwards. 1847 in Craig; and 
in mod. Diets. .. 

Epistid.es, -ites, -rites, var. ff. ITephjestitis. 

Epistilbite : see Epi* prej. 

Epistle (fpi*s’l), sb. Forms : 1, 5-6 ©pistole, 

(5 -toll), 4-5 epistel(l(e, 4-6 episti(l, (4 api- 
stille), 6 epystole, epystle, 3- epistle, [a. OF. 
epistle , epistole (mod.F. e pit re), ad. L. epistola , a. 
Gr. kmaroXT], f. kmarkWuv, f. km on the occasion 
of + arkWsiv to send. The OE. epistole was 
directly ad. Lat. , See Pistle.] 

1* A communication made to an absent person in 
writing; a letter. Chiefly (from, its use in transla- 
tions from L. and Gr.) applied to letters written 


in ancient times, esp. to those which rank as literary 
productions, or (after the analogy of 2 ) to those 
of a public character, or addressed to a body of 
persons. In application to ordinary (modern) 
letters now used only rhetorically or with playful 
or sarcastic implication. 

In the A.V. the word does not occur in the O. T. (but 
occas. in the Apocrypha); in the N. T. it appears only in 
sense 2 or analogous uses, letter being employed in other 
cases. Until the present century it was common to speak, 
e.g., of Cicero’s or Pliny's ‘epistles’; but letters is now 
the usual word in such cases. 

c 893 K. Alfred Ores. in. xi. 144 Eall heora gewinn 
awaecnedon serest from Alexandres epistole. ^1374 Chaucer 
Troylus hi. 502 For there was some epistle hem betwene. 
2382 Wycuf i Macc. xv, 1 The kyng Antiochus . . sente 
epistilis. .to Symont. 1432-50 tr. Higden (Rolls) I. 111 But 
truly Seynte Ierom. in his epistole to Eugenius expressethe. 
2477 Earl Rivers (Caxton) Dictes 43 a, And he wrotte an 
epistoll to Alexandre. 1529 More Heresy es 1. Wks. 121/x 
Holye sainct Austyn in an epystle of hys whyche he wrote 
to theclargy and^the people. x6ox Shaks. Tiuel. N. n. iii. 
169, I will drop in his way some obscure Epistles of loue. 
c 1645 Howell Lett. iv. i, Epistles, or (according to the 
word in use) Familiar Letters, may be call’d the larum bels 
of Love. 2682-6 J. Scott C hr. Life {1747) HI. 426 That there 
was. .a Bishop in Philadelphia, is abundantly evident from 
Ignatius’s Epistle to that Church. 1706 J. Logan in Pa. 
Hist. Soc. Mem. X. 165, I was so jaded with long epistles. 
1781 Gibbon Decl. <$• F. II. 129 In the epistle or manifesto 
which he [Julian] himself addressed to the senate and 
people of Athens. 1839 Lytton Richelieu n. i, Wide flew 
the doors. ,lo» Messirede Beringhen, and this epistle ! 1870 
E. Peacock Ralf Skirl. III. 143 It was no uncommon, thing 
for the epistles to lie many days in the post-office window. 

b. A literary work, usually in poetry, composed, 
in the form of a letter. 

c 1385 Chaucer L. G. IV. 305 Prol. 'Camb. MS. c 1430) 
What seyth also the epistelle of Ouyde. 1460 Capgrave 
Chron. 81 Ambrose., that wrot many notabel bokes and 
episteles. 1614 Bp. Hall Epist. Ded., Further .. your 
Grace shall heerein perceive a new fashion of discourse, by 
Epistles ; new to our language. 1697 Dryden AEneid Ded. 
(R. 1 , Horace, in his first epistle of the second book. 17x4 
Sped. No. 618 F 3 Let. our Poet, while he writes Epistles, 
though never so familiar, still remember that he writes in 
Verse. 1751 Chambers Cycl. s. v., The term epistle is now 
scarce, but for letters wrote in verse, and letters dedicatory. 

f C. A preface or letter of dedication addressed 
to a patron, or to the reader, at the beginning of 
a literary work. Oh. See Dedicatory. 

1605 Verstegan Dec. Intell. (1628) Pref. Ep., To beginne 
his Epistle (to a huge Volume > with Constantine the great, 
etc. 1637 Decree .Star CJuimb. § 2 in Milton A reop. (Arb.) 
10 All ana euery the Titles, Epistles, Prefaces, Proems, Pre- 
ambles, etc. 1653 Walton Angler Ep. Ded. 6, I shall not 
adventure to make this Epistle longer. 

2. spec. A letter from an apostle, forming part 
of the canon of Scripture. 

[a 1200 Vices $ Virtues 31 Sanctus Paulus us tak 5 on bis 
pisteles.] a xaag Ancr. R. 8 In sein lames cknoniel epistle. 
C1380 Wyclif Serm. Sel. Wks. II. 277 Poul tellij? m his 
epistle of fredom of Cristene men. 1432-50 tr. Higden 
(Rolls) 1 . 149 To whom Paule did wryte an epistole. 1578 
Gude <5- Goalie Bail, a 868) 63 The Lordis Supper, as it is 
writtin in the first Epistil to the Cor. xj. Chap. 1695 
Locke Reas. C hr. (R.), I answer, that the epistles were 
written upon several occasions. 1704 Nelson Festw. <5* 
F'asts vii. (1739 1 95 The Epistle, .is. .an excellent Antidote 
against the Poison of Gnostick Principles. 1882 Farrar 
Early Chr. II. 483 Eusebius and Origen seem to have re- 
garded the Epistles [John I, II, III] as genuine. 

3. Eccl. The Epistle : The extract from one of 
the apostolical Epistles read as part of the Com- 
munion Service. 

c 1440 Gesta Rom. liv. 373 (Add. MS.) The here seid the 
masse : The asse redde the apistille ; The Oxe redde the 
gospell. 1548-9 (Mar, ) Bk. Com. Prayer 122 b, The priest, 
or he that is appointed, shall reade the Epistle. 1578 Gudt t 
§ Godlie Ball. (1868) 63 Ane Ballat of the Epistill on Chris- 
tinmes Euin. 1662 Bk. Com. Prayer , Communion , Imme- 
diately after the Collect the Priest shall read the Epistle. 
1721 Bailey, Epistler, he who reads the Epistles in a Cathe- 
dral Church. 1877 J. D. Chambers Div. tVorship 32 6 The 
other Clergy may sit during the Epistle. 

4. attrib. and Comb., as epistle-book ; also epistle- 
side (of the altar), the south side, from wJhich 
the epistle is read. 

1555 Eden Dec. JV. Ind. in. ix. (Arb.) 178 My epistell 
booke whiche I sente vnto .yowre holynes. 1885 Pall Mall 
G. 2 Apr. 10/2 The Epistle side of the altar. 

Epistle (ipi's’l ), v. [f. prec. sb.] 

t L irons. To write as a preface or introduction. 
Obs. rare “A 

1671 Milton Samson Pref., In behalf of this tragedy . . 
thus much beforehand may be epistied. 

2. f a. To write a letter to (a person), b. To 
write (something) in a letter, rare— 1 . 

i74t Mrs. Foley in Mrs. Delany’s Corr.(xB6j) II. 164 If 
your fair sister don’t epistle me this post 2852 Meander- 
ings of Mem. I. 35 'Tis noted down— Epistied to the Duke. 

Epistler (/prstlai). Also 7 episteler. [f. as 
prec. + *er 3 . Cf. Epistoler.] 

1. The writer of an Epistle. 

xdxo Bp. Hall Apol.. Brcnmists § 13 Let this ignorant 
epistler teach his censorious answerer. 1657 Hobbes Absurd 
Geom. Wks. ‘1845 VII. 379 The best of your half-learnt 
epistlers. x6jq Eachard Cont. Clergy 37 (T.) The young 
epistler is yours to the antipodes. 2876 M, Arnold Lit. | 
Dogma 277 So our Epistler says, ‘ Goals love'. 

2. Eccl. = Epistoler 2 . ■ •’ •; 

x6.. Canons Ch. Eng. xxiv. (T.), The principal minister 


using a decent cope, and being assisted with the Gospeller 
and Epistler. 1641 Life Death JVolsey in Select. Harl. 
Misc. (1793) 102 A gospeller and epistler of the singing 
priests. 1667 A nsw. West to North 9 Gospelers, Epistelers 
Virgers. 1721-1800 in Bailey ; and in mod. Diets. * 
t Epi*stling, vbl. sb. Obs. [f. Epistle v.+ 
-ing .J concr. Epistolary matter, correspond- 
ence. 

1596 Nashe Saffron Walden F., Heere's a packet of 
epistling as bigge as a packe of woollen cloth. 

t Epi’stolar, sb. Oh. In 6 apistiUer. [ad. 
med.L. epistolare, - arium. ] The book from which 
the ‘ epistle ’ is read. 

<rx53° i° Gutch Coll. Cur. II. 340 Two Claspes for the 
great ApistiUer of silver and gilte. 

tEpistolar (/prstfflai), a. Obs. Also 6 episto- 
lare. [ad. L. efistolar~is, f. epistola : see Epistle.] 
=5 Epistolary in various senses. 

1579 Twyne Phisicke agst. Fortune 11. Ep. Ded. 153 a, 
The Epistolare Preface of Frauncis Petrarche. 1649 Bp. 
Hall Cases Consc. n. ii. (16541 81, I have long agoe spent 
my opinion upon this point, in a large epistolar discourse. 
x68x H. More Exp.^ Dan, Pref. 50 The third is of the 
Epistolar Prophecy in the Apocalypse. 17x5 M. Davies 
At A. Brit. I. 49 His Epistolar Stile .. was rather copious 
than eloquent. 

Epistolarian (/pi:st^le^*rian), a. and sb. [f. 
L. epistola , after antiquarian, etc.] 

A. adj. Addicted to or occupied in letter- 
writing. 

1838 Grant Sk. Lond. 7 The admirable tactics of these 
epistolarian impostors. 

B. sb. A letter- writer. 

1807 Anna Porter Hungar. Bro. ii. (1832) 27 I’ll main- 
tain this sweet sermonising epistolarian to be a woman. 

Spistolarily (/pi-stolarili), adv. [f. Episto- 
lary + -LY -.] in an epistolary manner, by letter. 

1834 Thackeray Nemcomes I. 28 Our friendship carried 
on epistolarily as it has been. 

t Eprstolarly, adv. Obs. [f. Epistolar + 
-LY -.j = prec 

1693 W. Freke Sel. Essays xxxiii. 207, I will not say, 
that, .we may not justly write Epistolarly to a Church. 

Epistolary (/prstffl&ril, a, [ad. F. epistolaire, 
ad. L. epistolaris, f. epistola Epistle.] 

1. Of or pertaining to letters or letter- writing. 

1656 Blount Glossogr. 1682 Dryden Rel/g. Laid Pref., 

The style of them [the verses) is, what it ought to be, 
epistolary. 1709 Steele 7 'atler No. 87 F 2 The Rules of 
Epistolary Writing. 1730 Swift's Corr. Wks. 1841 II. 636, 
I seek no epistolary fame. 1780 Cowper Lett. 16 Mar., I saw 
the reason of your epistolary brevity. 1852 Miss Mitford 
in L’Estrange Life III. xiii. 231 My excellent little maid .. 
has every talent except the talent epistolary, 
b. absol. 

x8x2 Examiner 30 Nov. 753/1 Your Royal Highness 
stands upon record for your love of the epistolary. 

2. Contained in letters ; of the nature of letters ; 
carried on by letters. 

1706 H. Dodwell (title'’, An Epistolary Discourse, proving 
from the Scriptures . . that the Soul is a Principle naturally 
Mortal. 17x2 Addison Spect. No. 5x1 F x, I do intend to 
continue my epistolary correspondence with thee, a 1826 
T. Jefferson in Sir % Sinclair's Corr. (1831) II. 48, I 
recall .. the days of our former intercourse, personal and 
epistolary. x88o E. White Cert. Rel/g. 52 In the epistolary 
portions of the New Testament, written by the Apostles. 

3 Of or pertaining to an ‘ epistle dedicatory ’. 
x68i T. Manningham Disc. 63 (T.) Scarce allowing the 
author one epistolary compliment, a 1764 Lloyd Poems , 
On Rhyme , Or with epistolary bow, Have prefac'd, as I 
scarce know how. 

4. Pertaining to ‘ the epistle ' read in the Com- 
munion Service. 

1722 Enq. Cowplutens. Ed. New Test, in Somers Tracts 
II. 490 The Church of England has .. prescrib’d the pub- 
lick Reading of it in one of her Epistolary Sections. 

Bpi'Stolatory, a. arch . [Erroneous forma- 
tion.] = prec. 

27x5 M. Davies Ath. Brit. I. Pref. 24 Of the same Epi- 
stolatory kind. 1757 Goldsm. Misc. Writings (1837) IIL 
466 The next ensuing eight [volumes] contain this lady’s 
epistolatory Correspondence. 1856 Sat. Rev. II. 506/1 Ad- 
mirable, also, are the remarks on epistolatory literature. 

Epistole, obs. var. of Epistle. 

Epistole*an. rare— 1 . A writer of epistles or 
letters ; a correspondent. 

x8. . Mrs. C. Clarke (Worcester Suppl.), He has been a 
negligent epistolean as well as myself, 

Epistoler i^pi’st^lar). Also 9 epistoller. 
[ad* F. epistolier, ad. L. epistolaris , f. epistola 
Epistle.] 

1, A letter- writer ; = Epistler i. 

2637 Abf. Williams Holy Table 136 Whether. the Epistoler 
likes it or no. 1648 C. Walker Hist. Independ. 1. 1x2 A Pre- 
amble of great respect and love born to him by the Epistoler, 
1880 Saintsbury in Academy 10 J uly 2o.Or in those [letters] 
written by fepistolers of recognised fame. x88x Sat. Rev. 
9 July 41/2 These two great epistolersand speakers. 

2. Eccl, One wbo reads the ‘epistle’ in the Com- 
munion Service ; — Epjstler 2 , 

1530 Palsgr. 217/1 Epystoler at the masse. 1672 H. 
Stubbe Reply 30 But when a greater Man then this Epi- 
stoler made me the like Threat, I laugh’d thereat. 2732 N eal 
Hist. Purit. I. 202 The principal ministers ’ shall wear a 
Cope, with Gospeller, and Epistoler. Lit. Churckm. 
V. 69/2 To act as gospeller, epistoler, deacon, subdeacon, 
etm 2862 J. Skinner Let. in Life xi. (2884) 2*o> I gospeller, 
Serjeant epistoller. ; ;t ’ 
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Epistolet (i'prstJlet). nonce-wd. [f, L. epistol-a 
+ -ET.' Cf. It. epistoletta.] A small epistle. 

1824 Lams Lett. xiv. Bernard Barton 134 You see thro’ 
my wicked intention of curtailing this epistolet. 

t Epistolie, a. Oh. [a. Gr. kmoToktK-os, t 
hnaToki } : see Epistle.] a. = Epistolographic. 
b. = Epistolary. 

3741 Warburton Div. Legat, II. 97, Three sorts ofletters. 
the Epistoltc, the Hieroglyphic, and the Symbolic. 3760 
Antiq. in Ann. Keg. 156, x The epistolie [writing], composed 
of alphabetic characters. 1777 Johnson Let. Mrs. Thrale 
27 Oct., To make a letter . . without news, and without a 
secret, is doubtless, the great epistolick art. 

t Episto-lical, a. Oh. [f. as prec. + -ALl.] 

— Epistolary. 

i6ss Let. Hartlib. in Ref. Commonw. Bees 30 A large 
Epistolical discourse. 1670 Let. in Fox Bourne Locke (1876) 
I. v. 253 You cannot be better pleased with our epistolical 
converse than I am. ,2x742 Bentley Lett. 154 (R) An 
epistolical dissertation on John Malelas. 

t Eprstolist. Oh. [f. L. epistol-a Epistle 
+ -ist. J One who writes epistles. 

1743 Miss Carter Lett. (18091 I- 28, I am extremely 
obliged to you . . for your account of the Italian epistolists. 
1819 Southey Lett. (18561 III. 146 Detestable Dapple ; 
Evil Epistolist ; False Fellow. 1853 Miall Bases of Belief 
iv, § 10 (1861 s 230 These New Testament epistolists. 

EprstolizaTble, a. [f. as next + -able.] That 
may form tire suojeet of a letter. 

1827 Whewell in Todhunter Acc. W’s Writ. (1876) II. 
87 If any epistolizable matter occurs to me, i wili make a 
shot at him. 

Epistolizatioix (/pihst^bizpi-Jon). rare. [f. 
Epistolize + -ATION.] The writing of letters. 

x8oa Southey Lett. U856) I. 195 Remembrances that I 
always choose to forget in my epistolisation. 
Epistolize (iprstJbiz), v. Also 9 epistlize. 
[f. L. epistol-a Epistle + -ize.] 

1 . intr. To write a letter. 

C1645 Howell Lett. I. 1. i, There are some who. . Preach 
when they should Epistolize. x8z8 Southey Lett. (1856) 
IV. 1 17 This may stand oyer. . till I epistolize again, a 1834 
Lamb Final Mem . viii, 278 Very very tired 1 I began this 
epistle, having been epistolising all the morning. 

2 . trans. To write a letter to (a persoiD. 

1739 Mrs. Delany Autobiog. Corr. (i86x) II. 50 It is 
not always in my Jiower.to do what I like best, or you would 
have been epistolized much sooner. 1773 Gibbon Misc. 
Wks. (1814) 11 . 112 Forgive and epistolize me. 1789 Cowper 
Let. 23 June, I hope it will be long before I shall have 
occasion to epistolize thee again. x8io Byron Let. H. 
Dntry 3 May, St. Paul need not trouble himself to epL 
stoli.se the present brood of Ephesians. 1829 Whewell in 
Todhunter Acc. W’s ii'rit. (187 6) II, xoi, I epistolize you 
in preference to, etc. 1835 Tait's Mag. II. 92 He thus re- 
trospectively epistlized his friend. 

Hence Epis'tolizer, a writer of letters. Epi*- 
stolizing* vbl. sb. 

1634 W. Wood New Eng. Frosf Ded. Note, I should 
take upon me the usuall straine of a soothing Epistolizer. 
1760 Sterne Let. 3 Aug. Wks. xSio IV, 194 A fine set essay 
in the style of your female epistolizers, cut and trimm’d at 
all points. 1856 Chamb. JrnL V, 66 That production so dear 
to the feminine epistoliser — a crossed latter, a 1645 Howell 
Lett. I. hi. xxxvii, Cryptology, or Epistolizing in a Clandestin 
way. 1715 tr. Pancirollus’ Rerum Mem. II. xiv. 364 This 
way of Epistolizing made use of no Notes. 1804 Southey 
Lett. (1856) I. 283 Do you admire the catechistical form of 
epistolising? 

EpistolograpMc (ipbstJtagrae'fik), a. [ad. 
Gr. kmcrTo\oypa<pix-i,$, f. emarokr] (see Epistle -f- 
ypaup-eti' to write.] Used in the writing of letters. 
Applied esp. to the form of the ancient Egyptian 
character so employed : called also Demotic and 
Enchorial. (The Gr; word is thus applied by 
Clement of Alexandria and Porphyry.) 

1699 Gale Crt. Gentiles 1. 1. xi. 64 The method of al 
Egyptian Leters, which is called Epistolographic. 1862 
H. Spencer First Princ. 11870) 349 The hieratic and the 
epistolographic or enchorial. 

So EpLstolo-graplier, EpBstolo-graphist, a 
writer of letters. Ephstolo-graphy, letter- writ- 
ing:- 

1824 Dibdin Libr. Comp. 579 Marcus Tullius Cicero, at 
once an orator, a philosopher and. epistolographer. 1822 
New Monthly Mag. VI, 20 Your kinsman and epistologra- 
phist, N umenius. 1888 M. Aragxos in A mer. A finals of 
Deaf Apr. 102 Epistolography amounts almost to a passion 
with Helen. 

Epistonife (e*pistpm, e-pisGum), Zool [ad. 
mod.L. episloma, f, Gr. Im upon + crro/ia mouth.] 
An appendage in front of the mouth in Crustacea 
and certain insects. 

1852 Dana Crust. 1. 25 The base of the antennas is thus 
cut off from the rest of the epistome. 1878 Bell Gegen- 
bauer’s Comp. A nat. 160 The mouth . . is in one division 
overhung by a movable process — the epistom. 

!| Epistrophe (eprstr^ff . [mod.L., a. Gr. 
k-mffTpQip-q, f. hri upon + crrpocjyf] a turning, f. 
arpiipeiv to turn.] 

L Rhet. A figure of speech in which each sen- 
tence or clause ends witli the same word. 

1647 Spuigge Anglia Rediv. (1854) Addr. 8 Feigned 
speeches, prosopopeias and epistrophes. a 1679 Hobbes 
Rhet. iv. v. 149 Repetition of the same sound in the end is 
called Epistrophe, a turning to the same sound in the end. 
1706 A. Bedford Temple A/us. v. 95 Epistrophei, or End- 
ings of the Verses in the 'same Words. 1845 J. W. Gibbs 
Pkilol. Studies (1857) 2 °7 Epistrophe . . is the repetition of 


a word at the end of successive clauses ; as, * we are born to 
sorrow, pass our time in sorrow, end our days in sorrow*. 

2 . Philos. (See quot.) 

*856 R. Vaughan Mystics fi86o) I. 72 That doctrine of 
the Epistrophe— -the return of all intelligence by a law of 
nature to the divine centre. 

3 . Bot. (See quot.) 

2882 Vines Sacks' Bot. 750 In one mode, which he calls 
Epistrophe, the protoplasm and chlorophyll-granules collect 
on the free cell-walls. 

Epistropliy (iprstr/fi), Bot. = Epistrophe 3. 
Epistyle (e'pistoil). Archit . Also 7 epistal. 
[ad. L. episiylium , Gr. hnarvXiov t f. kiri upon 4- 
crrvkos pillar,] = Architravk. 

[1563 Shute Archit. C j b, Vpon the Capital! shalbe layde 
or set Episrilium. <3:3623 W. Pemble Exp. Zachary 
11629) 160 Pillars of Stone, ^ whose Epistylia or Chapiters 
were wrought about in fashion of a Crowne. 1721-1800 in 
Bailey.] x 6x5 G. Sandys Trav. 287 The walls and paue- 
ment of polished marble, .with pillars, and Epistals of like 
workmanship. x 85 o Lewin Jerusalem 224 Which would 
yield about 23 feet for .. each epistyle measured from the 
centres of the columns. 

Hence Epistylar a., belonging to the epistyle. 
1849-50 Weale Diet. Terms s. v. Epistylium, Epistylar 
arcuaiion is the system in which columns support arches 
instead of horizontal architraves and entablatures. 
Episuperstrirction. nonce-wd. [f. Epi- + Su- 
pers'! ruction.] Additional superstraetion. 

1840 De Quincey Wks. x. 190 By superstruction and 
<yV«su£erstruction it is gradually reared to a giddy altitude. 

Episyllogism (episrlodgizm). Logic, [ad. 
mod.L. episyliogismus : see Epi- and Syllogism.] 
(See quot.) 

i860 Abp. Thomson Laws Th. § 1x1. 207. 1884 tr. Lotze's 

Logic 95 Every conclusion of a syllogism may. .become the 
major premiss of another syllogism ; the first is then called 
the Prosyllogism of the second, and each one that follows 
the episyllogism of the one which preceded it. 

Epitactic (epitse*k(ik), a. [ad. Gr .Imra/crue-os, 
f. emracrcruv to enjoin, f. hrt upon + raaoetv to 
appoint.] Of the nature of an injunction. 

1845 Whewell Elem. Morality Pref. x6 The categorical 
form involves an epitactic meaning. 

Epitaph (e’pitaf ) ,sb. Forms: a.(4epithphy) 5 
epytaphy, (6 epetaphy), 5-6 epitaphye, -taphie. 
P- 5-6 epitaphe, (5 epythaphe, epithaphe, 
epetapB, epitaff, 7- epitaph, [ad. L. ep>itaphium> 
a. Gr. kruTacpiov , neut. of Imratpios adj. (spoken) 
on the occasion of a burial, (written) upon a tomb, 
f. kut upon + ra<pos sepulture, tomb. The & forms 
prob. a. Fr. epitaphe.] 

1 . An inscription upon a tomb. Hence, occa- 
sionally, a brief composition characterizing a de- 
ceased person, and expressed as if intended to be 
inscribed on his tombstone. 

a. [1387 T revisa Higden (Rolls) I. 225 pis geauntes epita - 
phium x )>at is, J? e writynge of mynde of hym }>at lay pere, 
was suche.] Ibid. VII. 149 His epithphy— )>at is, writynge 
on his grave, c 1470 Harding Chron . xcvn. xv, Y e bishop 
of Rome, .on his tombe set his epitaphye. 1520 Test. Ebor . 
(Surtees) V. 123 Such a epitaphie as shall be devised by 
me or my execu tours. 1538 Leland I tin. II. 49 A rich 
Tumbe of Alabastre. .having this Epitaphie on it. 

1393 Gower Conf. III. 326 Her epitaphe of good assise 
Was write about; 1430 Lydg. Chron. Troy n, xx. An Epy- 
thaphe anone he dyd do graue In his honour, c 1532 Dewes 
Introd. Fr. in Palsgr. 1032 {title) An epitaphe made upon 
the deth of Frenche. 1583 (title), A Booke of Epitaphes 
made upon the Death of Sir William Buttes. 1621 Burton 
A nat. Mel. n. iii. hi. For all Orations. .Epithaphes, herses 
..he dies like a hog. 1711 Addison Sped. No. 25 f 5 An 
Italian Epitaph written on the Monument of a Valetudi- 
narian. 1816 Scott Old Mori, i, They belong, we are 
assured by the epitaph, to the class of persecuted Presby- 
terians. 1849 Lytton Caxtons 103 But no epitaph tells 
their virtues. 

b. trarzsf, an djig. 

1847 Emerson Repr.Men , Goethe Wks. (Bohn) I. 382 
The rolling rock leaves its scratches on the mountain .. the 
fern and leaf their modest epitaph in the coal. x86o Farrar 
Orig. Lang. i. 26 That gigantic and mysterious epitaph 
of humanity. 

2 . Comb. 

1709 Steele Toiler No. 99 F 5 What will become of your 
Embalmers, Epitaph-Mongers, and Chief Mourners? 
Epitaph (e-pitaf), v. [f. prcc. sb.] 

1 . trans. a. To describe in an epitaph ; with 
compl. b. To write an epitaph upon. 

1592 G. Harvey Four Lett . 19 Let mee rather be Epitaphed, 
the Inuentour of the English Hexameter. x8x8 J. Brown 
Psyche 114 Epitaph'd an honest man. 1865 A thenzeum No. 
1992. 929/1 Proudly entombed and epitaphed. 
f 2 . intr. To speak or write as in an epitaph ; 
impers. in pass. Also, To epitaph it. Oh. 

1627 Bp. Hall Heaven on Earth § 18 The commons .. in 
their speeches epitaph vpon him as on that Pope, * He 
lived as a wolfe, and died as a dogge \ 1633 T. Adams 
Exp. 2 Peter ii. 15 (1865) 51 1 But many a man may say of 
his wealth, as it was epitaphed on that pope, a x66x Fuller 
Worthies (1840) I. 211 The poet thus epitapheth it. 

Epitapher (e-pita:fej). rare. [f. Epitaph v. 
or sb. + -erL] The writer of an epitaph. 

1589 N ashe in Greene's Menaphon (Arb.) 14 Epitaphers, 
and position Poets haue wee more than a good many. 1883 
American VI. ^231 Of whom the epitapher wrote, . , 

EpitapMal (epitag'fial), a. rare. [f. Gr. km- 
ra<pt-os ( see Epitaph) -p-al 1 .] Contained in sepul- 
chral inscriptions. 


EPITHECA.' 

1862 Lowell Biglow P. Ser. h, 96 , 1 cannot conceive that 
the epitaphial assertions of heathens should be esteemed of 
more authority. 

So Epita-phian a., f a. (of a speech) delivered 
on the occasion of a funeral (obs.) ; b. pertaining 
or appropriate to an epitaph. 

1641 Milton Anitnadv.Wks. (1847) 64/2 To imitate the 
noble Pericles in his Epitaphian speech . . falls into a pitti- 
full condolement. 1852 Blackw. Mag. LXXI. 724 But now 
to Vincent Bourne’s epitaphian conciseness. 

Also Epita*pMc, Epita *phi.cal, adjs., pertain- 
ing to, or of the nature of, an epitaph. E pi- 
tapMst, a writer of epitaphs. E’pitapMze v. 
trans., to write an epitaph upon. E*pitapMess a. 

1883 St. James’s Gaz. 15 Feb. 5 The death of Wagner has 
given occasion to some startling *epitaphic passages in the 
German papers. 1577-87 Holinsiied Chron. III. 1243/2, I 
will here deliuer such *epitaphicall verses as I haue found 
touching king Edward the first. 1883 Sat. Rev, LVI. 108 
After some preliminary praise, the *epitaphist works himself 
up to a grand effort, thus, a 1843 Southey Comm.-pl. Bk. 
Ser. 11. ( 1849) 210 The Conde de Salinas *epitaphized him. 
1883 P. Robinson Some Poets' Dogs , Cowper . . epitaphises 
Sir John Throckmorton’s pointer, a 1839 Galt Denton 
Dest.ii. • 1840) 10 The *epitaphless pyramids. 

Epitaphy : see Epitaph. 

11 Epitasis (epi*tasis). Also 6 epitazis. [mod. 
L., a. Gr. kmraais, f. emrelvetv to intensify, f. M 
upon + relvtiv to stretch.] ‘ That part of a play 
where the plot thickens ’ (Liddell and Scott). 

The Alexandrian grammarians regarded a dramatic work 
as consisting of three parts, the protasis or introduction, 
the epitasis, in which the action begins, and the catastrophe . 
Cf. Catastasis and quots. under that word. 

1589 Greene Menaphon (Arb.) 50 To make a more pleasing 
Epitazis, it fell out amongst them thus, a 1626 Bp. An- 
drewes Serm. (1856) I. 95 Being in the theatre all the 
while from the epitasis to the very catastrophe. 1759-67 
Sterne Tr. Shandy (1802) II. v. 159 This matter, .may 
make no uninteresting underplot in the epitasis and work- 
ing-up of this drama. 18x5 Hist. J. Decastro I. 259 The 
epitasis thereof, that is to say, the bustle, comes next. 

f Epita*ticaX, a. Obs. rare. [f. Gr. ktaraTiK-os » 
f. kiriTtivav to exaggerate, intensify (see prec.) + 
-al,] Intensive. Hence f Epita *tically adv. t in 
an intensive manner. 

1652 Urquhart Jewel Wks. (1834) 292 Either epitatically 
or hypocoristically, as the purpose required. 

Epithalamial (e:pi>al^mial),a. [f. Epitha- 
lami-um 4- -al L] Of the nature of an epithala- 
mium. 

1879 Encycl. Brit. IX. 162/x He [Filelfo] wrote epithalamial 
and funeral orations. 1884 Symonds Shake. Predecessors 
ix% 347 The epithalamial hymns of Catullus. 

Epithala'xoiast. rare. [f. Epithalami-um 
after encomiast , etc.] A composer of an epithala- 
mium. 

1846 Bandor Wks. (1853) L Si5 Are not they rather the 
pale-faced reflections of some kind epithalamiast from Livo- 
nia or Bessarabia? 

Epitbalamic (e.-pi^alse-mik), a. [f. Epithal- 
am-ium + -ic.] Of or pertaining to an epithala- 
mium. 

1756 Toldervy Hist. Two Orphans IV. 200 The youths 
and maids.. performed this epithalamic ode. 1796 BurneY 
Mem. Metastasio II. 390 Both the Epithalamic Psalm 
and the Cantata of Eunosto. 1846 Grote Greece (1862) I. 
i. 50 The * Sacred Wedding ’-.was familiar to epithalamic 
poets. 1884 Stockton Lady or Tiger 12 Dancing maidens 
. . treading an epithalamic measure. 

(1 Epithalaminm (e:pi]-al^-mk"m). PL epitha- 
lamiums, -la. Also 6-7 epithalamion, 7 epy- 
thalaminm. [L. epithalamium , a. Gr. kmOakdfxiov, 
neut. of kmOa\&fMos, f. 4 m upon + 0akapto$ bride 
chamber.] A nuptial song or poem in praise of 
the bride and bridegroom, and praying for their 
prosperity. 

1595 Spenser (title) Epithalamion. c x6oo Timon in. v. 
(1842) 54 Sing us some sweete epithalamion. 1607 Marston 
What You Will 11. i, Epythalamiums will I singe. 1653 
Cloria <$• Narcissus I. 81 To sing Epithalamions to our 
marriage Feasts. 1684 T. Burnet Th. Earth 11. x68 The 
45th psalm, . is an epithalamium to Christ and the Church. 
1739 Melmoth Fitzosb. Lett. (1763) 339 Give me timely 
notice of your wedding day, that I may be prepared with 
my Epithalamium. 1828 Carlyle Misc. (1857) I. 163 
Epithalamiums, epicediums. 1859 Hoehouse Italy II. 210 
The Epithalamiums of Catullus and of Statius. x86o Adler 
FaurieCs Prov. Poetry iv. 67 The epithalamia belonged like- 
wise to the popular class of poetry. 

■■ attrib. 1621 Quarles Argalus $ P. (1678) 102 Meanwhile, 
a dainty warbling Brest.. presents this Epithal’mion Song. 

Hence EpithaTamize v. trans., to compose an 
epithalamium for. 

1802 T. Twining in Sel. Papers Twining Family <1887) 
243 He will epithalamise you in person, I suppose. 

t EpitkaTamy. Also 7 epithalmie. Angli- 
cized form of prec. 

1589 Puttenham Eng. Poesie i. xxvi. (Arb.) 65 And they 
were called Epithalamies as much to say as ballades at the 
bedding of the bride. 1652 Sparke Prion. Devot. (1663) 64 
Angels and men with combin'd harmony, Contend to sing 
this epithalamy. *655 tr. Hist. Francion V. 21, I was re* 
solved to have her Epithalamy sung by the Musicians of 
the New bridge. Ibid. VI. 11 Understanding that he was 
to marry, he offered to make the Epithalamy. 

J| Epitheca (epfyrka). Zool. [L. epitheca, Gr. 
kmdi]Krj f i, km upon + Qtjk 7) case.] A continuous 
layer surrounding the thecae in some corals. 

32 
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EPITOME, 


Hence Epitlxe*eal a., of, or pertaining to, an 
epitheca. Epithe*cate a., provided with an epitheca. 

x86x J. R. Greene Man. Anim. Kingd, n. Costent. 190 
The development, .of an epitheca, coenenchyma, and other 
similar structures. 1877 W. Thomson Voy. Challenger 
II. i. si The external surface of the calicle is covered 
with a glistering- epitheca. 1883 A thenmum 24 Nov. 673/3 
The majority of the corallites of the colony arise from this 
basal epithecate structure. 

Epithelial (epij>Hial), a. [f. Epitheli-um + 
-AL c] Of or pertaining to the epithelium ; of the 
nature of epithelium : a. in animals ; t>. in plants. 

a. 1845 Todd & Bowman Phys, Anat. I. 90 A pavement - 
of nucleated epithelial particles. 1859 Carpenter A film. 
Phys . i. (1872) 42 The epithelial layer of the mucous mem- 
branes. 1872 Huxley Phys. ii. 36 An internal membranous 
and epithelial lining, called the endocardium. 

b. 1862 H. Macmillan in Macm. Mag. Oct. 464 Numerous 
epithelial scales may be observed. 1884 Bower & Scott 
De Barfs Phaner, # Ferns 447 A special layer, often con- 
sisting of numerous small epithelial cells. 

Epitheliate (epij>rii,*it), v. [f. E pitheli-um 
+ -ATES.] intr. To become covered with epithe- 
lium, as a wound when beginning to heal. 

1887 Brit. Med . Jrnl. No. 1357. 13/2 It was beginning to 
epitheliate. 

Epithelioid (epij;rli|oid\ a. [f. as prec. + 
-OID.J Resembling epithelium..' 

1878 T. Bryant Pract. Surg. 1 . 139 Cells of a more or less 
epithelioid type are packed together. 

li Epithelioma (epifzrii^-ma). Path, PI. 
-mata. [mod.L. f. epithelium , after carcinoma , 
etc.] (See quot 1878.) 

1872 F. Thomas Dis. Women 555 Cancer may affect the 
lining membrane in the form of vegetating epithelioma. 
1876 tr. Wagner's Gen. Pathol. 465 Rindfleisch calls them 
eicatrical epitheliomata. 1878 T. Bryant Pract. Surg, 1 . 124 
Epithelioma and epithelial cancer are terms given to a form 
of cutaneous cancer from its similarity in structure to the 
epithelial elements of the natural -skin. 

II Epithelium (epij)rlitfm). [mod.L. epithe - 
Hum, f. Gr. km upon + Orjkr) teat, nipple.] 

1 . Anat. A non-vascular tissue forming the outer 
layer of the mucous membrane in animals. 

1748 Hartley Observ. Man 1. ii. 117 The Impressions 
can easily penetrate the soft ' Epithelium. 1842 Pjrichard 
Nat. hist. Man (1845) 87 The different appearances of the 
epithelia or outer membranous linings of all the surfaces. 
1872 Mivart Elem. Anat. 237 The superficial layer of the 
skin so reflected inwards is termed epithelium, which is 
thus but a modified epidermis. 

2 . Pot. An epidermis consisting of young thin- 
sided cells, filled with homogeneous transparent 
colourless sap. ( Treas. Pot.) 

1870 Bentley Bot. 40 The canal of the style, and the 
stigma of Flowering Plants are also covered, by a modified 
epidermis .. to which the name of Epithelium has been 
given by Schleiden. 

Epithem (e-pi>em), sb. Med. Also 6-7 epi- 
themc, (6 epythyme, 7 epithyme). [ad. Gr. 
emOepia, f. kmnQivou, f. km upon + nOkvai to 
place.] ‘ Any kind of moist, or soft, external ap- 
plication * (Syd. Soc. Lex.). 

*559 Morwyng Evonym. 37 They make no epithem or 
outward medicine at this day, but they put roosewater in 
it. c 1570 Thynne Pride Lowl. (1841)81 Here is described 
an Epythyme [4 sylL] ; Warm it and lappe it close unto thy 
brest. 1621 Burton Anat. Mel. 11. v. i. v, Bruel prescribes 
an Epitheme for the heart of Buglosse, Borage, etc. 1651 
Davenant Gondibert 11. 11. lxx, With cordial epithems they 
bathed her breast. x8i6 L. Towne Farmer $ Grazier’s 
Guide 10 Rub the Epithem thoroughly on the Part. 1863 
Reade Very Hard Cash in A ll Y. Round 1 1 J uly 458/1 The 
treatment hitherto has been hot epithems to the abdomen, 
i* E pithem, V. Obs. [f. prec. sb.] trans. To 
put an epithem upon. 

1543 Traheron Vigo's Chimrg. 11. i. 49 Let. the head be 
epithemed in the place where the aquositie or watriness is. 

II E'pithema'tion (-se'ti^n). Obs. Also 7 epi- 
thymation. [1 ate L. epithemation, Gr.Hmdefj.anov, 
dim. of kiriOepa : see Epithem.] A small, plaister. 

16x5 Crooke Body of Man 242 To this day we vse to 
apply Epithymations to them. 17x5 Kersey, Epcthemation, 
a Plaister, Salve, or Ointment, to be laid upon a Sore. 

(j Epifchesis. [Gr. knWecris placing upon, addi- 
tion, f, I n upon + nOivai to place ; but Tourneur’s 
sense is obscure.] 

*666 Tourneur Trans/. Met. xxxiv, And make his heart 
Epithesis of sinne. 

Epithet (e*pi]>£t), sb. Forms : 6-7 epithete, 
-thite, epetMte, (6 epithat, epythite, -the), 6- 
epithet. [ad. L. epitheton, a. Gr. kmQerov adj., neut. 
of emBeros attributed, f. irrniQkvai, {. kirt upon + 
riBevai to place. Cf. Fr. epithete. 

The Gr. word was used by grammarians for ‘adjective’, 
but , they did not distinguish between adjs. and descriptive 
sbs, in apposition with a name.] 

1 . An adjective indicating some quality or attri- 
bute which the speaker or writer regards as char- 
acteristic of the person or thing described. 

*588 Fraunce Lawiers Log. Bed., Your two last Epi- 
thetes wherein you disgrace the law with rudenesse and 
barbarisme. x 6 tz Dekker If it be not good, etc. 'Wks. 1873 
III. 305 T’expresse whose vilenes, there’s no epithite. 
ax 66 x Fuller WortMes-(xB 4 d} II. 240 His epithets were 
pregnant with metaphors. 17x8 Lady M. W. Montague j 
Lett. 1 1 . xlix. 56, I admired the exact geography of Homer j 
. . almost every epithet he gives to a mountain or plain is j 


still just for it. *788 Reid Aristotle's Log. iv. § 6. 95 The 
epithets of pure and modal are applied to syllogisms as 
well as to propositions, 1839 Thirlwall Greece I. 173 
The term barbarous . . in Homer . . is only used as an epi- 
thet of language. 1863 Geo. Eliot Romola 1. v, Hollow, 
empty — is the epithet justly bestowed on Fame. 

11 b. nonce-use. That which gives an epithet to. 
2615 Chapman Odyss. 1. 154 To Sparta, then, and Pylos, 
where doth beat Bright Amathus, the flood, and epithet To 
all that kingdom. 

2 . A significant appellation. 

(A spurious. word ■ Epithite, a.plotter,traitor’, given in 
mod. Diets., originated in a misunderstanding of quot. 1607.) 

1579 G. Harvey Letter-bk. (1884) 61 Christen them by 
names and epithites nothing agreable or appliante to the 
thinges themselves. 2607 G. Wilkins Miseries Inforst 
Marriage F iij, Sir Will. Like to a swine. Lord Paul - 
conb, A perfect Epythite : hee feeds on draffe, And wal- 
lowes in the mire. 1634 W. Wood New Engl. Prosp. 1. 
v, Many of these trees . . have epithites contrary to the 
nature of them as they grow in England. 1683 Pettus 
Fleta. Min. 11. 2 Before we fix our Title or Epithite to the 
Master of this Science. 2728 Morgan Algiers I. vi. 201 
He assumed the proud Epithet of Sultan or Monarch of 
Tunis and all Barbary. 1862 Sir B. Brodie Psychol. J hq. 
II. iv. 129 We. .employ the French term of ennui, for want 
of an equally appropriate epithet in English. 

1 3 . Used for : A term, phrase, expression. Obs . 
1599 Shaks. Much Ado v. ii. 67 Suffer loue ! a good epi- 
thite; I do suffer loue indeede ; for I loue thee against my 
will. 1604 — Oth. 1. i. 14 A bumbast Circumstance Horribly 
stufft with Epithites of warre. 

4 . attrib. 

1874 Sayce Compar. Philol. vi. 227 The epithet-period 
points to a vast series of bygone ages. 1884 Munch. Exam. 
26 May 3 x To increase the epithet power of our tongue in 
coining adjectives. 

Epitket ie*pij>et), v. [f. prec. sb.] trans . f a. 
To add (a word) as an epithet * obs.). b. To 
apply an epithet to. c. To term, entitle. 

1628 Walton in Reliq . Wot ton (1672) 566 Never was a 
town better Epithited. 1637 H. Sydenham Serm. 11. 136 
Ecclesiasticall honounEpiseopall he epithetes'. 1650 Ful- 
ler Pisgak iv. Ep. Ded., Francis your Avus, whose death 
I would epithete Untimely. 1659 — Appeal li. 7 Mr. Fox 
hath now the casual favour of my Pen to be epithited 
Reverent. 1698 Christ Exalted 88 Here are Whisperings, 
Surmises, Slanders and Reproaches, and these epethited 
with being private, evil, insinuated and clandestine. 1882 
G. Macdonald in Sunday Mag. XI. 80/2 Woeful Miss 
Witherspin, as Mark had epitheted her. 

Epitheted (e*pi]>eted), ppl. a. rare. [f. Epi- 
thet sb. or v. + -ED.] a. Abounding with epithets, 
b. Designated by epithets. 

1808 Wolcott (P. Pindar) One more Peep at R. Acad. 
Wks. 1812 V. 361 Doctor Darwin won a name By glittering 
tinsel, epitheted rhyme. x88o World 10 21 ov. 6/2 The 
profusely epitheted horse. 

Bpitketic (epilie-tik), a. [ad. Gr. kniBerifcus, f. 
imndivat (see Epithet).] 

fa. Abounding with epithets (obs.). b. Per- 
taining to, or of the nature of, an epithet. 

a 1764 Lloyd Poems, On Rhyme 178 Verse . . which flows 
In epithetic measured prose. 1868 Arber in Sidney's Apol. 
Poetrie Introd. 12 The epithets and epithetic phrases. 1874 
Sayce Compar. Philol. vi. 223 A language in which we 
may well expect to find general epithetic terms. 

Hence Epithe *tical a. = Epithetic. Epithe-ti- 
cally adv. , in an epithetic manner. 

17x5 M. Davies Icon Libell.l. 10 Some other Epithetical 
Term or Additional Word. 1837 Dickens Pickw. xl, Sam, 
after bandying a few epithetical remarks with Mr. Smouch, 
followed at once. 1841 D’Israeli Amen. Lit. (1867) 557 
Shakespeare bears away the prize among these epithetical 
allotments. 1857 F. Hall in Jrnl. Asiat. Soc. Bengal (1859) 
XXVII. 223 The word for ‘ sun ’ . . is, in the original, repre- 
sented epithetically by a compound signifying ‘ the not cold- 
rayed ’. x868 — Benares A nc. 4* Mod. 20 At least thirty or 
forty epithetical designations of Benares are scattered, etc. 

t E’pitketisk, a. Obs. rare~~ x . [f. Epithet sb. 
+ -ish ] Inclined to the use of epithets. 

1777 Wolcott (P. Pindar' in Polwhele Trad. $ Recoil. 
(18261 1. 49 You were too epithetish. 

E’pitketrze, V. rare. [f. as prec. + -ize.] 
trans. To apply an epithet to. 

1716 M. Davies Ath. Brit. II. 214 The foremention’d very 
false Son of the Church, that dar’d Epithetize him with 
that insolent Character. 1809 Month. Mag. XXVIII. 189 
The images of (as he epithetizes them) scabby Job, blind 
Tobit, etc. 

|| Epi'tketon. Obs. Also 6 apathaton, epi- 
thetone, 7 epitkiton. [late L. epitheton , Gr. 
h rlOerov : see Epithet jA] 

1 . What is ascribed to a person; an attribute. 

1547 Hooper Anew. Bp. Winchester* s Bk. Wks. -Parker 

Soc.) 124 This is properly the Epitheton of God to be of 
nothing but of himself. 

2. » Epithet i and 2 . 

3563-87 Foxe A.Sf M. (*684) III. 621 Alter the Epithe- 
thons, and I will subscribe. 1570-87 Holinshed Scot. 
Chron. (1806) II. 361 The rebellious faction (for by that 
name and epitheton doth Buchanan always term those that 
took the queens part). 1609 Bible (Douay Ps. cxliv. comm., 
King, is the proper epitheton of Christ, the Sonne of God. 
x6ix SrEED Hist. Gt. Brit. v. ii. § 4 The worthy Epitheton 
of King Edgar, c 1720 Gibson Farriers Dispens. ( 1734) 197 
His Cordial powder, which he says has not that Epitheton 
for nought. 

t E pithyme. Pot. Obs. Also 6 epithime. 
[ad. L. epithymon , Gr. hriQvfiov , f. em upon +• 
OvfLov thyme.] The Cuscuta Epithymum or 
Dodder, a parasitic plant growing on thyme, etc. 


[<r *265 Voc. in Wr.-Wulcker 557 Epithm, epithimum* 
ford boh.) 1583 Lloyd Treas. Health v, Take violettes.. 
time, and epithime, ana *621 Burton Anat, Mel, 

11. iv. 1. v, Thyme -and Epithyme, Hops, Scolopendria* 
Fumitory. 1725 Bradley Fam. Diet. s.v. Saxifrage, The 
second is Branch'd and like Epithyme. 

Epitkymetic (eipi^ime-tik), a. Also 7 epi- 
tliumetik:(e, 9 -ic. [ad. Gr. em6vfir)TiK-vs, f. km6v- 
jxhiv to desire, f. km upon + Ov/ibs soul, appetite.] 
Connected with desire or appetite. 

1631 R. H. Arraigmn. Whole Creature xiii. § x. 175 No 
faculty of the Soule so represents Gods Infinitie, as that 
which Philosophy calls Epithumetike ; the burning appetite 
or desire of the Soule. 1822 T. Taylor A puleius 357 Re- 
ceptacles of the epithymetic part. 1885 J. Martineau 
Eth. Theory 1 . 77 The lowest (orepithumetic) part of human 
nature. 

Hence + Epithyme*tical, a. Obs. in same sense. 

1646 Sir T. Brow'NE Pseud. Ep. v. xxi. § 13, 267 By the 
girdle the heart and parts which God requires are devided 
from the inferiour and epithumeticall organs. 1847 in 
Craig. 

t Epi'tkymy. Obs. rare- 1 , [ad. Gr. kmevjuia 
desire.] Desire ; lust 

x6oo Tourneur Transf. Met. xxxviii, Pan, that was once 
a cleere Epitimie, Is now transform’d to hot Epithymie. 

Epitimesis (e--piitimf*sis\ [a. Gr. 
f. k-mTipaHv to rebuke.] Castigation, censure. 
*678-1706 in Phillips. 1721-1800 in Bailey. 
tEIpiTimy. Obs. rare~ l . 

1600 LSee Epithymy.) 

+ E pitoge. Obs,— 0 [a. Fr. ipitoge, ad. L. epi- 
togium, f. Gr. km + toga the Roman upper gar- 
ment.] ‘ A Cassock, or long Garment worn loose 
over other Apparel, the habit of a Gradual in 
the University’ 1 Blount Glossogr.). 

1656-81 in Blount. 1692 in Coles. 1678-1706 in Phillips. 
tEpi'tomate. v. Obs. [f. L. epitomat- ppl. 
stem of epitomd-re to abridge, f. epitome: see 
Epitome.] = Epitomize. 

1702 W. Wotton in Evelyds Mem, (1857) III. 384 His 
works have been epitomated by Mr. Bolton after a sort. 

EJpi:toma°tie, a. rare . [Badly f. Epitom-b, 
after symptomatic , etc.] Pertaining to, or of the 
nature of, an epitome. 

x86o Westcott Introd. Study Gosp. vi. (1881) 331 note, 
The style : vv. 9-20 are epitomatic, and wholly alien from 
S. Mark’s general manner. 

Epitomator (/'pi-tom^t^). [agent-n. f. L. 
epitomdre : see Epitomate.] One who writes an 
epitome of a larger work. 

1621 Bp. R. Mountagu DiatHhe 420, I dare not utterly 
therefore condemne Epitomators. 1801 Month. Mag. XII. 
574 To cleanse the Augean stable of ancient chronology is 
not the proper office of an epitomator. x86o Westcott 
Introd. Study Gosp. vii. (ed. 5) 367 St. Mark was regarded 
as a mere epitomator of the other synoptists. 1875 Poste 
Gains 1. comm. ed. 2) 113 The epitomator of Gains. 

Epi'tomatory (fpi't^matari), a. rare. [f. prec., 
as if ad. L. *epitomdtdrius] Characterized by 
epitomizing ; having the character of an epitome. 

i860 Westcott Introd. Study Gosp. vii. (ed. 5* 362 The 
erroneous views commonly held as to the epitomatory na- 
ture of St. Mark’s Gospel. 

Epitome (/pi'tomz), sb. Also 7-8 epitomy, 
6 epitomie, 6 aphet. (V humorously) pitomie. 
[a. L. epitome, a. Gr. kmrofxr), f. kmrkfivetv to make 
an incision into, abridge, f. km upon + rifxveiv to 
cut.] 

1 . A brief statement of the chief points in a 
literary work ; an abridgement, abstract. 

1529 Frith Antithesis 299 A little treatise, after the 
manner of an epitome, and short rehearsal of all things 
that are examined more diligently in the aforesaid book. 
1534 Ld. Berners Gold. Bk, M. Aurel. (1546) B v. b, The 
wrytynges of theim . . semethe rather epitomes, than his- 
tories. 1589 ‘ Marprel.’ Hap any Work 35, I haue onely 
published a Pistle, and a Pitomie. x6xz Drayton's Poly - 
olb. A iij, The common printed Chronicle, .is indeed but an 
Epitome or Defloration made by Robert of Lorraine. 1698 
Fryer A cc. E. India $ P. in Phil. Trans. XX. 347 T is 
very difficult to give an Abstract or Epitomy of them. 1751 
Johnson Rambler No. 145 T 12 Some delight in abstracts 
and epitomes, ax 822 Shelley Ess. Def. Poetry ■ Camelot 
ed.) 9 Epitomes have been called the moths of just history ; 
they eat out the poetry of it. 1856 Macaulay Biog.\ 11867) 
68 In general nothing is less attractive than an epitome: 
but the epitomes of Goldsmith . . are always amusing, 
b. A summary or condensed account of any- 
thing ; a compendium of a subject. 

1621 Sclater Tythes (16231 183 This age is strangely in 
loue with Epitomees, if faith it selfe shall bee drawne to 
her compendium. 1645 W. Ball Sphere Govt. 12 Magna 
Charta . . is . . an Abridgement or Epitome of the liberties 
and rights of the Subjects of England. cx 66 5 Mrs. 
Hutchinson Mem. Col. Hutchinson (1846) 24 To number 
his virtues is to give an epitome of his life. 1728 Morgan 
Algiers I. Pref. 24 The Introduction or Epitome of the 
Country I treat of. . is a mere work of Supererogation. 1755 
Mem. Capt . P. Drake To Rdr., It may not be improper 
to furnish the Reader with an Epitomy of that Character. 
1883 Froude Short Stud. IV. 1. iii. 36 The articles m the 
text are an epitome of those which the Church found most 
objectionable. 

2 . transf. Something that forms a condensed 
record or representation * in miniature \ 

1607 Shaks. Cor. v. iii. 67 This is a poore Epitome of 
yours, Which by th’ interpretation of full time, May shew 


EPITOME, 


249 


EPOCH. 


like all your selfe. 1628 Earle Microcosm Pauls Walks 
1 Arb.) 73 Pauls Walke is the Lands Epitome, or you may 
call it the lesser lie of Great Brittaine. 1666 J. Smith Old 
Age 12752* 43 That world's epitomy, man. 1760 R. Graves 
Euphrosyne ( 1 7 76) 1. 124 Prepar’d to see A palace in epitome. 
*773 Brydone Sicily xxxvii. (18001 355 No less an epitome of 
the whole earth in its soil and climate, than in the variety 
of its productions. 1868 M. Pattison Academ. Org. §2. 
30 Congregation has been . . an epitome of Convocation. 
2874 Ruskin Stones Ven. L Pref. 13 The Church of St. 
Mark . . is an epitome of the changes of Venetian archi- 
tecture from the tenth to the nineteenth century. 

f b. In depreciatory sense : Something that is 
reduced to insignificant dimensions. Obs, 

4*1593 H. Smith Wks. (1866-7) L 282 When the hours of 
sleep . . of youth, and . . of sorrow are taken away, what an 
epitome is man's life come to. 1601 Weever Mirr. Mart . 
C ij, These were the worlds first youthfull progenie, To 
these our men are an Epitomie. 

3. In epitome : a. in the form of a summary ; 
b. in a diminutive form. 

1649 G. Daniel Trinarch., Henry V, cxiii, The fantasies 
. . Might have resolv’d this, in Epitomie. 1682 Wheler 
Journ. Greece 325 Snow, which this poor Hermite's aged 
Head seemeth, in epitome, to resemble. 1759 Dilworth 
Pope 101 A description, calculated to contain in epitome 
the principles of a farther taste for magnificence. 1849 
Thoreau Week Concord Riv. Saturday 26 The charac- 
teristics and pursuits of various ages and races of men are 
always existing in epitome in every neighborhood. 

t Epi tome, v. Obs. [f. prec. sb.J intr. To 
make an epitome or summary ; in quot pass, impers . 

1602 Warner Alb. Eng. xn. Ixx. (1612) 293 Of Northerne 
Regions partly is Epitomed before. 

Epitomie (epitgrniik), a. [f. Epitome sb. + -ic.] 
Of the character of an epitome. 

1636 Brathwait Rom. Emperors , Ep. Ded., Being all 
brought into the straights of this epitomicke volume. 
Epitomical (epit^-mikal), a. [X prec, + -AL.] 
Of the nature of an epitome. 

1609 Holland A mm. Marcell. Annot. D ij b, Of her 
[Zenobia's] .. skill in languages, writing of an Epitomicall 
Hystorie, and training up of her children in learning, 
read, etc. 1660 S.Fisher R us ticks Alarm Wks. (1679) 61 
A kind of Epitomical Repetition. 1842 Mrs, Browning 
Grk. C/ir. Poets 188 Our literature is rich in ballads, a form 
epitomical of the epic and dramatic. 

Epitomist (zprtomist). [fi as prec. + -ist.] 
One who writes an epitome. 

ion Bible Traitsl. Pref. 2 An Epitomist, that is, one 
that extinguished worthy whole volumes, to bring his 
abridgements into request. 1670 Milton Hist. Eng. 1. 
Wks. (1851/ 22 Britomartus, whom the Epitomist Florus and 
others mention. 1880 Muirhead tr. Instit. Gains Xntrod. 
15 The design of the epitomist . . having been to exclude 
what had become obsolete. 

Epitomization (/pbtomsiz^-Jan). [f. next + 
-ation.] The action of epitomizing. 

1805 Ann. Rev. III. 649 All such literary tautologists are 
proper objects of epitomization. 

Epitomize (i'pi-tomsiz), v. [f. Epitome sb. 

+ -IS 5 E.J 

1. trans. To make an epitome of ; to abridge. 

1599 Sandys Enropat Spec. (1632) Pref. 2 The same Booke 

was but a spurious stolne Copy, in part epitomized . . from 
the Authors Originall. 2644 Milton fdgm. Bucer {x%$x) 
341 Thus far Martin Bucer, whom .. I deny not to have 
epitomiz'd. 1783 Johnson Lett. Mrs. Thrale 13 June, 
Mrs. Dobson . . epitomised a very bulky ^ French Life of 
Petrarch. 2830 D'Israeli Chas. /, III. vi, 92 He was ac- 
customed to epitomise Hooker, and others, on the present 
subject. 1868 Peard Water-Farm. xii. 118 For the benefit 
of our readers, we will epitomise the pamphlet. 

absol.j 2862 Pearson Early $ Mid. Ages Eng. no He 
epitomizes, as if he were giving the pith of a paragraph. 

b. To summarize; to give a concise account 
of ; to state the essence of (a matter) briefly. 

2624 Capt. Smith Virginia v. 172 Thus have you briefely 
epitomized Mother Natures benefits. 2683 tr. Erasm. 
Moriae Enc. 65 They all would not suffice Folly in all her 
shapes to epitomise. 1728 Morgan Algiers II. v. 321 
Hassan Aga, whose Life I had begun to epitomize, 1856 
Froude Hist. Eng. I. 123, I shall however in a few pages 
briefly epitomize what passed. 2877 E. Conger Bos. Faith. 
Pref. 11 Exhaustively to epitomise the evidence of Theism. 

2. a. To contain in a small compass ; to com- 
prise in brief the sum of. b. To put into a small 
compass ; to concentrate. 

a. 1628 Wither Brit. Rememb. iv. 1711 For, God in 
this one single Plague, comprised Those other Judgements, 
all, epitomized. 1634 Sir T. Herbert Trav. 149 A Carpet, 
a Pan, and a Platter, epitomizes all their Furniture. 1868 
Stanley Wes.'m. Ab.v. 4.16 In some respects it [the Chapter 
House] epitomises the vicissitudes of the Abbey itself. 

b. 1635 Austin Medit. 129 Hee himselfe epitomized those 
ten into two. 1654 Cokaine Dianea 1. 51 In whom it ap- 
peared that Nature and Fortune had Epitomized all the 
wonders of the World. 4*1763 Shenstone Ess. 106 Art, 
indeed, is often requisite to collect and epitomize the beau- 
ties of nature. 1857 WillmottP/<?4*x. Lit. xxi. 126 We have 
all the wilfulness of Cleopatra epitomized when, etc. 

f 3. To reduce to a smaller scale. Obs. 

1612 Woodall Sitrg. Mate Wks. 11653^ Pref. 19 A Sur- 
geons Chest epitomized, 1630 Drayton David # Goliah 
(R.), All those rare parts that in his brothers were Epi- 
tomiz'd, at large in him appear. 1660 Fuller Mixt 
Contempt. (1841)258 Our standing army shall be epitomized 
to a more moderate proportion. 1713 Guardian * No; 108 
We should, in a little time, see mankind epitomized, and 
the whole species in miniature. 

Epitomized (fprtomaizd),///. a. [f. prec. 4- 
-ed 1 .] Presented in the form of an epitome; 
abridged, condensed, summarized. 


1630 Brathwait Eng. Genttew. (1641) 283 An epitomized 
confection of all [nations].. 1866 Livingstone yrnl.{i%T$> I. 
x. 254 It affords an epitomised description of his late travels. 

Epitomizes? (fpi'tomakzai [f. as prec. + -er.] 
One who epitomizes ; in the senses of the vb. 

1615 Crooke Body of Man 37 After Galens time, and his 
Epitomizer, Oribasius, who lined but in the next age. 2636 
G. Williams in Spurgeon Treas. Dav. Ps. lv, 23 Sin is an 
epitomiser or shortener of everything. 1741 Warburton 
Div. Legal. II. 441 note, An epitomizer of one Jason of 
Syrene, 1809 Colebrooke Ind. Divis. Zodiack in AsiaL 
Res. IX. 349 The armillary sphere, described by the Arabian 
epitomiser, differs, therefore, from Ptolemy's. 

Epitomy, obs. var. of Epitome. 

Epitome (epitp'nik). [f. Gr. kmrovos on the 
stretch, f. kmTuvtiv to put a strain upon, f. kiri 
upon + reiv€iv to stretch +- ic.] Overstrained. 

1879 G. Meredith Egoist II. xi. 246 From the epitonic, 
the overstrained. 

Epitrit© (e-pitroit), adj. and sb. Pros. Also 
9 epitrit. [ad. L. epitritos , a. Gr. kmrpiTos 
amounting to one third more than the unit, f. kiri 
in addition 4- rpiros the third.] 

A. adj. In the ratio of 4 to 3 ; spec, in ancient 
music : see quot. 

1609 Douland Ornitk. Microl. 65 The sesquitertia Pro- 
portion, which they call Epitrite. . Musically, when 4 Notes 
are sounded against 3, which are like themselues. 

B. sb. Prosody . A foot consisting of three long 
syllables and one short one, and called first, second, 
third, and fourth epitrite, according as the short 
syllable stands first, second, third, or, fourth re- 
spectively. 

1678-1708 in Phillips. 1749 Power Pros. Numbers 31 
The first Epitrite . . a Close which Tully much delights in. 
1819 H. Busk Vestriad n. 183 Thro' the trite epitrite, when 
billows roar, Reader and sailor feel themselves ashore. 1821 
Blackiu. Mag. X. 388 The third foot of the major ionic 
tetrameter, we are told, may be a second epitrit, which is 
merely impossible. 1879 Farrar St. Pauli. 167 The solemn 
rhythmical epitrite. 

t Eprtrochasm. Rhet. Erron. -ism. [ad. 
late L. epitrochasmus , a. Gr. kmrpoxacrfiSs, f. em- 
rpoxafav to run swiftly over.] A hurried accu- 
mulation of several points. 

165a Urquhart jewel Wks. (1834) 2 9 2 There is neither 
definition, distribution, epitrochism, increment. 2721-1800 
Bailey, Epitrochisin. 

Epitrocbcid (epitrp-koid). Math. [f. Gr. km 
upon 4- rpox^s wheel 4- -oid ; after analogy of epi- 
cycloid . ] The curve described by a point rigidly 
connected with the centre of a circle which rolls on 
the outside of another circle. Cf. Epicycloid. 

1843 Penny Cycl. XXV. 284/2. 1879 Thomson & Tait 
Nat. Phil. I. 1. § 94. 

Hence Epitrochoi dal a., of or pertaining to an 
epitrochoid. 

2800 Phil. Trans. XC. 149 Epitrochoidal curves, formed 
by combining a simple rotation or vibration with other 
subordinate rotations or vibrations. 1843 Penny Cycl. XXV. 
284/2 Every direct-epicycle planetary system is both epi- 
trochoidai and externally hypotrochoidal. 

II Epitrope (epi*tn)pf). Rhet. [L. epitrope, a. 
Gr. kmTpoiTTj , f. enirpkireiv to give up, yield, km 
upon + Tpkuetv to turn.] (See quot.) 

1657 J. Smith Myst. Rhet. 131 Epitrope .. a figure when 
we either seriously jor ironically permit a thing, and yet 
object the inconveniency. 2678-2706 in Phillips. 2721- 
2800 in Bailey. 2844 J. W. Gibbs Philol. Stud. J1357) 
217 Epitrope. .is a figure of rhetoric by which a permission, 
either seriously or ironically, is granted to an opponent, to 
do what he proposes to do. 

Epitympanic (e*'pitimpce*nik), a. Anat. [f. 
Epi- + Gr. Tvp.nav-ov drum 4- -ic. Cf. Tympanic.] 
Pertaining to or forming the uppermost sub-divi- 
sion of the tympanic pedicle which supports the 
mandible in fishes. Chiefly qiiasi-^. 

[1856-8 W. Clark Van der Hoeven’s Zool. II. 61 The tym- 
panicum,epitympanicum,and praeoperculum.] 1849-52 Todd 
Cycl. Anat. IV. 941/2 The uppermost piece, the epitym- 
panic, articulates by a diarthrodial joint with the mastoid. 
2880 Gunther Fishes 55. 

If Epizeuxis (epizi£*ksis). Rhet. [mod. L , a. 
Gr. km£*v£is a fastening upon, f. em^vyirbvai, f. kiri 
upon + {evyvvvai to yoke.] A figure by which a 
word is repeated with vehemence or emphasis. 

1589 Puttenham Eng. Poesie in. xix. 167 Ye have another 
sort of repetition, when . . ye iterate one word without any 
intermission, as thus — It was Maryne, Maryne, that wrought 
mine woe . . The Greekes call him, Epizeuxis, the Latins 
Snbiunctio. 2657 J. Smith Myst. Rhet. 89. 2678-2706 in 
Phillips. 2845 J. W. Gibbs Philol. Stud.\ 1857)206. 
Epizoal (epizffu al), a. [f. Epizo-on + -al.] Of 
or pertaining to epizoa. 

So Epizo*an, a. [see -an] in same sense. 

In mod. Diets. 

Epizoic (epiz^u-ik), a. and sb. [f. Epizo-on (or 
its elements) + -to.] 

A. adj. a. Of or pertaining to epizoa. b. Of 
plants: Living upon animals. 

2857 Berkeley Cryptog. Bot. 235 Fungi were defined as 
hysterophytal or epiphytal mycetals. (more rarely epizoic or 
inhabitants of inorganic substances), 1877 Huxley Anat. 
Inv. A n. vi. 276 The parasite so common on the Stickleback, 
. .one of the most curious modifications of the epizoic 
type. 


iransf. 2872 O. W. Holmes Poet at Break/. -i. vi. 27 9 
Our epizoic literature is becoming so extensive that, etc. 

B. sb. An epizootic disease ; = Epizootic B. 

2879 J efferies Wild Life in S. Co. 186 A kind of epizoic 
seems to seize them [little mice], and they die in numbers. 

Ii EpizoOH (epiz^u-pn). Zool. PI. epizoa. 
[mod.L., f. Gr. km + (§ov animal.] A parasitic 
animal that lives on the exterior of the body of 
another animal. Opposed to Entozoon. 

2836-9 Todd Cycl. Anat. II. 116/2 The Epizoa, or the ex- 
ternal Lernssan parasites of Fishes, 2866 A. Flint Princ. 
Med. (1880) 95 The parasites . . inhabiting the exterior of 
the body are called epizoa. 2876 Beneden Anim. Parasites 
35 The Balatro calvus of Clapar&de, lives as an epizoon. 

Epizootic (e:piz4?ip*tik), a. and sb. [ad. Fr. 
ipizootique y f. Spizootie : see next. In sense 2 
taken as f. kirl (with interpretation 4 subsequent to’) 
+ g$ov animal.] 

1. Of diseases: Temporarily prevalent among 
animals ; opposed to enzootic. Cf. Epidemic. 

2865 Reader 12 Aug. 178/3 A new epizootic disease has 
broken out among the horned^ cattle. 1880 Times 15 Sept. 
7/6 Epizootic pleuro-pneumonia. 

1 2. Geol. Used by Kirwan as an epithet of 
‘secondary’ mountains, to denote ‘their poste-j 
riority to the existence of organized substances’. ) 

1799 Kirwan Geol. Ess. 161. 2840 Humble Diet. Geol. y 
Min., Epizootic, containing animal remains, as epizootic 
hills, or epizootic strata. 

B. sb. An epizootic disease ; a plague among 
cattle. 

1748 Short in Chambers Dom. Ann. Scotl. II, 437, note , 
This epizootic raged also in England and other countries, 
1827 De Quincey Last Days Kant Wks. III. 124 Cats being 
so eminently an electric animal, .he attributed this epizootic 
to electricity. 2882 frnl. Linn.Soc. XVI. 187 All epizootics 
of this character are immediately due to excessive multi- 
plication of worms. 

Epizooty (epizff . [ad. F r. Spizootie , irreg, 
f. Gr. kiri upon + (S>ov animal.] An epizootic 
disease. 

1781 Projects in Ann. Reg. 102/1 The report of an Epi- 
zooty is often spread. 2798 Malthus Popul. (1817/ I. 252 
Grea" and wasting epizooties are frequent among the cattle. 
1867 Ruffini Quiet Nook in Jura 274 And fears were en- 
tertained of a coming epizooty. 1882 jml. Linn. Soc. XVI. 
288 This ostrich epizo5ty is a kind of strongylosis. 

Epocii (e*ppk, iypk). Forms : a. 7-9 epocha. 
A epoch©, y. 7- epoch, [ad. late L. epocha , 
ad. Gr. knoxy stoppage, station, position (of a 
planet), fixed point of time, f. kvex^ to arrest, 
stop, take up a position, f. km + kx €lJ/ to hold. 
Cf. Fr. Spoqtie , It. epocai] 

I. A fixed point in the reckoning of time. 

1. Chron. The initial point assumed in a system 
of chronology ; eg. the date of the birth of Christ, 
of the Hegira, of the foundation of Rome, etc, ; 
an Era. Also, in wider sense, any date from 
which succeeding years are numbered. Now rare . 

a. 1614 Selden Titles Hon. 6 Theresidue will fall neer the 
first yeer of the Chaldsean Epocha. a 1638 Mede Wks. 
hi. ix. 599 The Times of the Beast and the Woman's being 
in the Wilderness have the same Epocha and beginning. 
2726 tr. Gregorf s Astron. I. 252 The Epocha of the Olym- 
piads, of all Profane ones, is the most Ancien t. 

| 3 . a 1658 Cleveland Inund. of Trent 13 8 Since we're 
deliver’d let thei*e he. From this Flood too another Epoche. 

y. 1658 Ussher Ann. Ep. Rdr. (R.), In divers times and 
ages, divers epochs of time were used, and several forms of 
years, 1677 Hale Prim. O rig. Man. n. iii. 148 The pre- 
tended Epoch of the Babylonians. 2758 Swinton in Phil. 
Trans. L. 801 On the Greek brass coins of Sidon..both 
these epochs seem to have been used, 

2. The beginning of a ‘ new era ’ or distinctive 
period in the history of mankind, a country, an 
individual, a science, etc. Phr,, To make an epoch. 

а. 1673 [R. Leigh] Transp. Reh. 55 Men that mark out 
Epocha's are not bom in many revolutions, 2756 Gentl. 
Mag. XXVI. 415 Botany, .from hence boasts a new epocha. 
1783 Phil. Trams. LXXIII. 36oThe congelation of mercury 
. .must be allowed to form a very curious and important 
epocha in the history of that metal. 2827 Sir J. Barring- 
ton Own Times (2830) l.xS note, A circumstance which the 
. .Irish, .considered as forming an epocha. 

б . 1824 D'Israeli Cur. Lit. (1859) II. 382 Every work 
wnich creates an epoch in literature is one of the great 
monuments of the human mind. 2842-4 Emerson Ess. Spir. 
Laws Wks. (Bohn) 1. 68 The epochs of our life are not in 
the visible facts . . but in a silent thought by the wayside, 
1864 Burton Scot Abr .- 1 . v. 280 Luther's Bible makes an 
epoch in the formation of the German language, 

f b. The date of origin of a state of things, an 
institution, fashion, etc. ; occasionally, an event 
marking such a date. Obs. 

a. 1659 Pearson Creed (1839) 281 Nor need we be ashamed 
that the Christian religion, which we profess, should have so 
known an Epocha, and so late an original. 2788 Priestley 
Led. Hist. v. li. 390 Great fisheries have always been 
epocha’s of a great trade and navigation. 2780 Hist, in 
Ann. Reg. 14 The present crisis would become the epocha 
of a new splendor to the French monarchy. 1795 in 
Wythes Decis. Virginia 41 Whether the time of the settle- 
ment were the epocha of the title will be enquired. 2824 
E. Nares Heraldic Anom. led. 2) II. 307 The year 1629 is 
reckoned the epocha of long perukes. 

S. 1654 L'Estrange Chas. I (1655) 156 The Epoche, the 
Nativity day from whence all the series of this kings trou- 
bles are to be computed. 

y, a 2726 South (J.), The year sixty; the grand epoch of 
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falsehood. 2762 Hume Hist. Eng. I. xxi. 200 This period 
. . the epoch of the house of commons in England. 

3. In wider sense : A fixed point of time. 

• a. The date, or assigned position in chronological 
sequence, of a historical event. 

Now less precise than date, which indicates a particular 
year or smaller division of time. 

; JB. 1661 Drydent A strata Re dux 108 Such, whose supine 
felicity but makes In story chasrnes, in epoche’s {in some 
later edd. epocha’s, epocha] mistakes. 

*y. 1697 Evelyn Nuntism. v. 186 Epochs are sometimes 
noted in words at length. 1841 Elphinstone Hist. Ind. I. 
209 The date of his appearance .. the middle of the sixth 
century before Christ.. an epoch which, etc. 

b. [~Fr. £poquei\ A precise date; the exact 
time at which an event takes place or is appointed 
to take place. Formerly gen. ; now only with 
reference to natural phenomena (cf. 4 a). 

a. 1761 State Papers in Ann. Reg 258/2 An offer to treat 
about these epochas. 

X . 1786 T. Jefferson Wks (1859) I. 570 To inform him 
at other numbers [of arms] you expect to deliver, with 
the epochs of delivery. 1794 Burke Pref. Brissot's Addr. 
Wks. VII. 312 To foresee them [the designs of the court] 
so well, as to mark the precise epoch on which they were to 
be executed. 1838 He Morgan Ess. P rob ah. (Cabinet Cycl.) 
123 When once the notion is obtained that a change of 
weather will follow that of the moon, the epoch is watched. 

c. A point of time defined by the occurrence 
of particular events or the existence of a particular 
state of things; a ‘ moment 9 in the history of 
anything. 

It is often uncertain whether a writer meant the word to 
be taken in this sense or in 5, since a given portion of time 
may be regarded either as a mere date or as a period. 

a. 1728 Morgan Algers I. in. 73 Not long before this 
Epocha so calamitous to that unhappy Country. 1777 G. 
Forster Voy. round World II. 103 In a warm climate 
..the epocha of maturity seems to happen at a much earlier 
age than in colder countries. 1791 Burke Let. Member 
Nat. Assembly WksNl. 9, I well remember, at every epocha 
of this wonderful history. i8ox Helen Williams Sfe. Fr. 
Rep. I. viii. 76 At the epocha of the [French] revolution. 
1807 Southey Espriellds Lett. (1814) III. 74 The invention 
of the steam-engine, almost as great an epocha as the inven- 
tion of printing. 1824 Hist. Gaming 26 At one of those 
epochas the Earl married a Countess in her own right. 
1830 Godwin Cloudesley I. xiii. 213 From this epocha there 
was a perpetual struggle in Cloudesley’s mind. 

y. 1823 J. Badcock Rom. Amusern. Intro'd. 5 Davey and 
Brewster, .sustain that character at the present epoch of 
Science. 1838 Carlyle Chartism (1858) 3 At an epoch of 
history when the * National Petition ' carts itself in waggons 
along the streets. 2842-72 T. R. Jones Anim. Kingd. 
(ed. 4)5x0 At this epoch.. the polyp presents two cavities 
distinct from each other. 1845 M c Culloch Taxation 11. v. 
(1852) 220 After the last -mentioned epoch .. the production 
of beet-root sugar began rapidly to increase. 1875 Scrivener 
Led. Text N. T. 7 Those noted up to the present epoch. 
2882 Mrs. Pitman Mission L. Greece # Pal. 190 It was an 
epoch never to be forgotten in her life, when she commenced 
labouring in Joppa. 

4. Astron. The point of time at which any 
phenomenon takes place ; an arbitrarily fixed date 
(often the first day of a century or half-century) 
for which the elements necessary for computing 
the place of a heavenly body are tabulated. Also, 
the heliocentric longitude of a planet at such a 
date (more fully, the longitude of the epoch'), 
a, 1726 tr. Gregory's Astron. I. 466 Their Mean Motions 
made between the said Epocha and the Time propos'd, 
being equated. 1789 Herschf.l in Phil. Trans. LXXX 20 
I followed the shadow of the satellite, .up to the center, in 
order to secure a valuable epocha. x 795-8 X. Maurice 
Hindostatt (1820) I. 1. iv. 128 By astronomers . the word 
epocha is used to denote that particular point of the orbit of 
a planet, wherein that planet is, at some known moment of 
mean time, in a given meridian. 

y. 1790 Herschel in Phil. Trans . LXXX. 488 Epochs of 
the mean longitude of the satellites. 2834 Nat. Philos. 
Astron. ix. 191/2 (Usef. Knowl. Soc.), The longitude of the 
sun, at some one rime, which is called the epoch. 1858 
Herschel Outlines Astron. iv. led. 5) x68 They would be 
found, .to differ by the exact difference of their local epochs. 

II. A period of time. (Cf. similar use of era, 
term). 

5. In early use, a chronological period dated 
from an 4 epoch ’ in sense 1 . In later use, a period 
of history defined by the prevalence of some par- 
ticular state of things, by a connected series of 
events, or by the influence of some eminent person 
or group of persons. 

a. 1628 Earle Microcostn, Sordid Rich Man (Arb.) 99 
His clothes were neuer young in our memory; you might 
make long Epocha’s from them. x66z Stillingfl. Grig. 
Sacr. il vii. § 8 They make three Epocha’s, before the Law, 
under the Law, and the coming of the Messias. c 1720 
Prior Solomon on Van. World hi. 758 Scenes of war, and 
epochas of woe ; 1794 Sullivan View Nat, II. 201 Chrono- 
logers have divided the age of the world into six different 
epochas. 1824 L. Stanhope Greece 4 The most shining 
epocha of her history. 

y. c 1800 K,. White Time 385 Ages and epochs that 
destroy our pride. X875 Stubbs Const. Hist. II. xvi. 486 
A period of eight years of peace between two epochs of 
terrible civil discord. 1883 Harped s Mag. Feb.' 467/2 ‘Ah, 
that indeed is a letter,* sighs the lover of the Addisonian epoch. 

b. A period in an individual’s life, or in the 
history of any continuous process; 

a. 1768 Sterne Sent Jqum. (1775VII. 132 There are 
three epochas in the empire of a Frenchwoman. She is 
Coquette— then 'deist— them devote. 177* Goldsm. Hist. 


Eng. III. 372 This is one of the most extraordinary epochas 
in English history. 2788 Holcroft Life § Adv. Baron 
Trench 1 . xiv, The second great and still more gloomy 
epocha of my life. 

y. 2853 Robertson Serm. Ser. m. xx. 256 God’s treatment 
of the penitent divides itself in this parable into three dis- 
tinct epochs. 2865 Draper Intell Revel Europe . i. 9 We 
express our surprise when we witness actions unsuitable to 
the epoch of life. 

C. Geol. A period or division of the history of 
the formation of the earth's crust. 

Chiefly used indiscriminately for any distinct portion of 
geological time. The International Congress of 1881 pro- 
posed to use the terms era, period, epoch, age to denote 
successively smaller divisions ; but this has not been gene- 
rally followed. 

cl. 1802 Playfair Illustr. Hutton. Th. 123 The most 
ancient epocha of which any memorial exists in the records 
of the fossil kingdom. 

y. 1830 Lyell 2nd Visit U.S. II. 247 The language of 
those who talk of ‘ the epoch of existing continents *. 1872 

Tyndall Fragm. Sc. (ed. 6) I. viii. 268 But this would not 
produce a glacial epoch. 

8 . Physics. \ See quots.) 

1879 Thomson & Tait Nat. Phil 1 . 1 § 54 The Epoch in 
a simple harmonic motion is the interval of time which 
elapses from the era of reckoning till the moving point first 
comes to its greatest elongation in the direction re Eoned as 
positive, from its mean position or the middle of its range. 
1882 Minchin UnipL Kinemat. 9 The maximum excursion 

of the harmonic vibration x —a cos (~r + a ) is at... The 
angle a is called the epoch angle, or simply the epoch. 

7. Comb. [Perhaps after the equivalent com- 
pounds in German.] Epoch-forming adj. ; epoch- 
making a said chiefly of scientific discoveries or 
treatises. 

x8i6 Coleridge Lay Serm. 313 AH the *epoch-forming 
revolutions of the Christian world. 1874 H. Reynolds 
John Bapt. ii. 64 *Epoch-making men.. of human history. 
x88x W. R. Smith Old Test, in Jew. Ch. iii. 56 This work of 
Ezra, and the covenant, .were of epoch-making importance. 

Epochal ( e-pfkal), a . [f. Epoch + -al.] 

1. Of or pertaining to an epoch or epochs. 

1685 H. More Paralip. Propketica 376 If the Epochal 
note should fall out either before the beginning of the first 
Semitime, etc, 1827 A. & J. Hare Guesses Ser. 11. 1 1873) 355 
Shakespeare has given such a national tinge and epochal 
propriety to his characters. 1847 J. Hare Viet. Faith 67 
We. .hear the striking of one of its [Time’s] epochal hours. 
1865 Draper Intell Revel. Europe xxvi. 6x7 The three dis- 
tinct modes of life occur in an epochal order, 

2. Of the nature of an epoch ; forming an epoch ; 
epoch-making. 

1857 M. Pattison Ess . (1889) II. 4x6 The . . epochal crises 
of affairs. 1866 Alger Sold. Nat. 4 Man 11. 80 [David 
Hume’s] place in the history of philosophy is of epochal 
importance. 1877 Dawson Grig. World vi. 12; Warring. . 
has suggested that the Mosaic days are epochal days. 

E*poc 3 iate. nonce-wd. [f. Epoch 4 -ate L] The 
position of being the ‘ epoch ’ of a computation. 

1685 H. More Paralip. Propketica 4 Four Decrees, but 
only two of them Competitors for the Epochate. 

EpocMsm (e-p^kiz’rri), [f. as prec. 4 -ism.] 
The practice of dividing time into epochs. 

1865 A theneeum No. 1970 140/1 Chronological epochism. 
Epochist (e-ppkist). [Two formations: 1 . f. 
Gr. €7rox-i? suspension of judgement, f. Iire^tv (see 
Ephectic) 4 - 1 st ; 2. f. Epoch 4 -ist.] 
f 1. A philosopher of the Ephectic School. Obs. 
1603 Florid Montaigne 11. xii. (1632) 280 Pyrrho and 
other Sceptikes, or Epochistes. 

2. One who holds the theory that the 'days’ of 
creation in Genesis signify epochs. 

1888 Cave Inspir. O.T, iii. 129 The Epochists. .regard the 
days as epochs. 

Epocryte : see Hypocrite. 

Epode (e-p^d). Also 7 epod. [a. OF. epode 
ad. L. epodos, a. Gr. iir<v86$ after-song, incantation, 
f. liraSetv, f. |rrt upon, after 4 aSeiv, aeiSeiv to sing.] 

1. a. A kind of lyric poem, invented by Archi- 
lochus, in which a long line is followed by a 
shorter one, of metres different from the elegiac ; 
used by Horace in his 5 th Book of Odes. b. An 
incantation, e. A poem of grave character, 

1598 Florio, Epodo, a kinde of verses, hauing the first 
verse longer then the second. x6x6 B. Jonson Forest x. 
Now my thought takes wing, And now an Epode to deep 
ears! sing. , 1647 Crash aw Musics Duel Poems, 90 She 
qualifies their zeal. With the cool epode of a graver note. 
1655-60 Stanley Hist. Philos , 4x0/2 Pythagoras made use 
of Epodes. 1656-82 Blount Glossogr., Epod. X693DRYDEN 
Juvenal Ded. (R.) Plorace seems to have purged himself 
from those splenetic reflections in those odes and epodes. 
X72X-X800 in Bailey. 1847 in Craig. And in mod. Diets. 

2. The part of a lyric ode sung after the strophe 
and antistrophe. 

1671 Milton Samson Pref., Strophe, Antistrophe, or 
Epode.. were a kind of Stanzas framed only for the music 
then used with the Chorus that sung. 2847 Grote Greece 
11, xxix. (1862) III, 67 Choric compositions, containing not 
only a strophe and antistrophe, but also a third division or 
epode succeeding them. 

Hence Epo’dic a. f pertaining to, or of the nature 
of, an epode. 

x866 Felton Anc. <$■ Mod. Gr. I, ix. 152 A series of iambic 
and epodic invectives. 

Epoist (e*p<?|ist). rare, [badly f,. Gr. oro-y Eros 
4 -ist.] A writer of epic poetry. 


2842 Mrs. Browning Grk. Chr. Poets 22 Apollinarius, an 
epoist, dramatist, lyrist. 1863 Browning Bordello head- 
line, Wks. III. 418 Successively that of epoist, dramatist, or 
analyst. 

Epomania (ept?m^ 5 miaL nonce-wd. [f. Gr. oro-s 
Epos 4 yavla madness.] A rage for the writing 
of epics. 

2800 Southey in C. Southey Life II. 121 My Joan of Arc 
has revived the Epomania that Boileau cured the French of 
120 years ago. 1 

Eponomy, variant of Eponymy. 

Eponym (ep#nim). [ad. Gr. Miwix-os (a.) 
given as a name, (b.) giving one’s name to a thing 
or person, f. em upon 4 ovoya, Mol. ovvya name.] 

1. One who gives, or is supposed to give, his 
name to a people, place, or institution ; e.g. among 
the Greeks, the heroes who were looked upon as 
ancestors or founders of tribes or cities. Also in 
Lat. form eponymus. 

2846 Grote Greece 1. vii. (1869''!. 150 Pelops is the eponym 
or name-giver of the Peloponnesus. 2852 D. Wilson Preh. 
Ann. (1863I I, 11. vii. 481 The legendary eponymus of the 
district. 1877 Merivale Rom. Triumv. ii. 35 An ancient 
patrician race, which claimed as its eponym, Julus, the son 
of /Eneas, 1883 Q. Rev. Apr. 297 The eponymus of which 
[Skinner’s Horse] was his bosom friend. 

b. transf. One 4 whose name is a synonym for J 
something. 

2873 Symonds Grk. Poets x. 306 Theocritus, Bion and 
Moscnusare the Eponyms of Idyllic poetry. 2875 Merivale 
Gen. Hist. Rome ii. (1877) 7 Saturn becomes the eponym of 
all useful and humane discovery. 1875 Bryce Holy Rom. 
Emp. xi. ted. 5) 177 Charles Lthe Great].. had become, so to 
speak, an eponym of Empire. 

2. Assyriology. A functionary (called Ihnu in 
Assyrian) who, like the apxccv kirwpvyos at Athens 
(see Eponymous 2 \ gave his name to his year 
of office. Also attrib.j as in eponym-list , -year ; 
eponym-canon, the record which gives the suc- 
cession of these officers. 

1864 Rawlinson Anc. Mon. 1 1 . viii. 261 The list of eponyms 
obtained from the celebrated ‘ Canon *. 1886 C. R. Conder 
Syrian Stone-Lore ix. 325 The Sabeans also adopted the 
Assyrian system of eponyms to mark the year. 

3. [a.d. Gr. kn&vvyov an additional designation, 
cognomen.] A distinguishing title. 

2863 Miss Yonge Ckr. Fames II. 264 Jarl . . was a favou- 
rite ejxmym. 1882 Fair Trade Cry ix We are the modern 
Phoenicians, or to take a lower eponym, the Pickfords of the 
world. 

Hence Eponymic a., of or pertaining to an 
eponym ; that is an eponym. Epo*nymism, the 
practice of accounting for names of places or 
peoples by referring them to supposed prehistoric 
eponyms. Bpomymist — Eponym i. Bptrnymize 
v. trans to serve as eponym to. 

1851 D.Wilson Preh. Ann. (1863) U. iv. i. 179 The young 
strength of the eponymic colonists. 187X Tylor Print , Cult. 
I. 7 Eponymic myths which account for the parentage of a 
tribe by turning its name into the name of an imaginary 
ancestor. 1883 Sat. Rev. 23 June ,784 Its patron samt or 
eponymic hero. 2858 Gladstone Homer 1 . 347 The fore- 
going sources of eponymism. Ibid. I. 85 Nor does he esta- 
blish any relation whatever between any of the four races 
and any common ancestor or eponym ist. 2862 Ansted 
Channel Jsl. 320 The eponymist of St. Helier’s was con- 
founded with Hilarius Bishop of Poitou. 1866 J. Rose tr. 
Ovid’s Fasti Notes 236 Pallas Herself eponymizes the Pali 
fire-worshippers. 

Eponymous (ep^-nimss), a . [f. Gr. hrwwy-os 
(see prec.) 4 -ous.] 

1. That gives (his) name to anything ; said esp. 
of the mythical personages from whose names the 
names of places or peoples are reputed to be 
derived. 

2846 Grote Greece 1. iv. I. hi The eponymous personage 
from whom the community derive their name. 1874 Sayce 
Compar. Philol. ix. 379 Eponymous heroes. 1889 Swin- 
burne B. Jonson 27 The eponymous hero or protagonist of 
the play. 

2. Giving his name to the year, as did the chief 
archon at Athens. 

1857 Birch Anc. Pottery (18581 I. 195 Inscribed with the 
name of the eponymous magistrate. 

Eponymy (ep^mimi). Also 9 eponomy. [ad. 
Gr. h-ntovvyia, f. end/yv/xos: see EPONYM.] 

1. a. = Eponymism. b. Eponymic nomenclature. 

1865 McLennan Prim. Marriage vii. 250 The universal 
tendency of rude races to eponomy. 1880 A ihenmtm 2 Oct. 
425/3 Known . . after the fashion of eponymy so prevalent 
among Asiatic nomads, as Nogais or Nogai Tartars. 

2. The year of office of an (Assyrian ) eponym. ^ 

1875 G. Smith Assyrian Eponym Canon 193 The earlier 

and correct Text,. has the eponymy of Assur-banai-uzur 
two years earlier. 1883 I. Taylor Alphabet I. 254 The 
first is dated in the eponymy of Sin-sarra-uzur. 

Epopee Ce-p^pJ). Now somewhat rare. Also 
8-9 -pde. [a. F. ipopie, ad. mod.L. epopceia ; q. v.] 

1 . An epic poem ( -=•; Epic B.). Usually the epic 
poem generically ; the epic species of poetry. 

1697 Dryden Eneid Ded., Both of them abhor strong 
metaphors, in which the epopee delights. 1768-74 Tucker 
Lt. Nat. (1852) I. 23 The action of the drama or epopee . . 
must be one and entire. .2823' tr., Sismotidls Lit. Eur. 
(1846) I. xvi. 465 The discovery of the comic epopee ..The 
origin of the mock epopee. 1846 Grote Greece II. xxl 
234 The age of the epos is followed 'by that of the epopee. 
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2. transf. 

1846 Grote Greece (1862) II. iii, 54 They may be said to 
constitute a sort of historical epopee. 1855 Milman Lat. 
Chr. {1864) IX. xiv. iii. 163 The ImitatioChristi is an epopee 
of the internal history of the human soul. 

Epopoa'an, a rare. [f. Gr. krtoitoi-bs (see next) 
+ -an. j Befitting an epic poet. 

1819 H. Busk Vestrieui 1. 18 Rouse my bold muse with 
epopccan rage, A hero’s rise to sing. 

Epopoeia (ep<?pria> arch. In 8 epopea, -oea, 
9 epop iia. [a. mod.L. epopoda, a. Gx. kirorroita the 
making of epics, f. ktroroibs maker of epics, f. 
Ittos (see Epos) + -irotos maker.] =» Epopee i . 

1749 Hurd Horace's Art Poetry Wks. 1811 I. 67 It being 
more glaringly inconsistent with the genius of the drama to 
admit of foreign .. ornaments, than of the extended Epi- 
sodical Epopoeia. 1756 8z J. Warton Ess. Pope I. m. 126 
That the action of the epopea be one great and entire. 1783 
V. Knox Ess. II. 384 [Stesiehorus] gave to lyric poetry 
all the solemnity of the Epopoea. 1798 W. Taylor in 
Monthly Rev. XXVI. 248 He also wrote a tedious epopea, 
of which Belisarius is the hero. 1822 Scott Nigel In trod. 
Bp., The plot of a regular and connected epopeia. 
^Epojsceist (ep<?pf'ist). [f. prec. (or f, Gr. 
Ixiwoi-tSs) + -1ST.] One who writes epic poetry. 

1840 Tait's Mag. VIT. 411 The historian is merely a more 
modern name for the Epoporist. 1850 Blackie Mschyhts 
I. 7 Those who are familiar with the productions of the 
great Ionic Epopoeist. 

E=po-po*et. [f. Epo-s 4 Poet.] An epic poet. 
1800 W. Taylor in Robberds Mem. 1. 357 The taking of 
Seringapatam is a good subject for you epo-poets. 

Epopt (e-pppt). [ad. late L. epopta , ad. *r. 
kiroTTTTjSj agent-n. f. kiroTr- (f, Im Upon + root uv- 
to see), serving as the base of certain tenses of 
ecftopaetv to look upon, behold.] A ‘ beholder 5 ; 
in Gr. Antiq. a person fully initiated into the 
Eleusinian mysteries. Also transf 
1696 Toland Christianity not MysK 167 The right of 
seeing every thing, or being Epopts. 1798 W. Taylor in 
Monthly Mag. VI. 552 Those.. who obtained the insight of 
these revelations, called themselves Epopts, Seers, or the 
Initiated. 1833 Brit. Mag. III. 48 That . . which has made 
us.in some sort epopts of those mysteries which are between 
this world and the next. 1830 Grote Greece 11, Iviii. {1862) 
V. 183 Addressing bis companions as Mysts and Epopts. 
Hence Epo*ptic a , of or pertaining to an epopt. 
Epoptics sb. p!. y Epo-ptist = Epopt. 

1770 Langhorne Plutarch’s Lives , Alexander ed. Tegg) 
467 Those more secret and profound branches of science, 
which they call acroamatic and epoptic. 1711 tr. Weren- 
fets Disc. Logom. 90 Aristotle’s Books of deep Learning, 
his < Acroamaticks, Esotericks, Epopticks, and mysterious 
Writings. > a 1653 J. Smith Set. Disc. i. to Hidden mys- 
teries in divine truth . . which cannot be discerned but only 
by divine Epoptists. 

|| Epos (e*p£>s). [L. epos, a. Gr. ^ros word, song, 
f. krr- stem of cl-nGv to say.] 

1 . a. A collective term for early unwritten narra- 
tive poems celebrating incidents of heroic tradition ; 
the rudimentary form of epic poetry, b. An epic 
poem :^Epio B., Epopee, c. Epic poetry. 

&. 1839 Thirlwall Greece II. xii. 124 The epos, .in this 
respect appears to have adhered to the model of the ancient 
hymnody. 1846 Grote Greece II, 234 The age of the epos 
is followed by that of the epopee. 1883 H. Kennedy tr. 
Ten Brink's E. E. Lit. 148 The ancient Epos hardlysurvived. 

b. 1835 Browning Men # Worn. n. Cleon 172 That 
epos on thy hundred plates of gold Is mine. 1836 Mrs 
Browning Aur, Leigh v. 1.5 Every age . . expects a morn 
And claims an epos. . 1838 Trench Parables 43 The action, 
gradually unfolding itself of an Epos. 

C. 1835 J. B. Robertson tr. Schlegel's Philos. Hist. 
(1846) 6 The author next passes in review the Hesiodic 
epos, the middle epos, or the works of the Cyclic poets. 
1850 Carlyle La’ter-d. Pamph . viii. (18721 285 Almost 
rises into epos and prophecy. 

2 . transf. A series of striking events worthy of 
epic treatment. 

1848 W. H. Kelly tr. L. Blanc's Hist. Ten Y. I, 234 
All these episodes of the great epos [the insurrection of 
Paris] were similar in character, and unbodied the same 
lessons. 1873 Geo. Eliot ■ Middle m . , (1878 : Prel. 2 She 
found her epos in the reform of a religious order. 

[Bposculation, given in some Diets., is app. a 
misprint for Exosoulation. 

1363 Becon Displ Pop. Mass Wks. hi. 52 a Your inspira- 
tions and eposculations, your benedictions and humiliations.] 

t EpOta*tioil^ Ohs. [n. of action f. epotdre : 
see next) The action of drinking up or off. 

1627-77 Felth am Resolves t Ixxxiv. 128 The Epotations 
of dumb liquor damn him. 1660 Charac. Italy 55 There is 
by their epotation laid the seed of all future maladies. 

+ JESpO'te, v, Ohs. [ad. L. epbt-dre, i.e out + 
potdre to drink.] trans. To drink ; to drink up. 

1657 Tomlinson Return's Disp. 297 The decoction of the 
root epoted, cures convulsions. 

t Bpouve’Htable, Ohs. In 5 epo vent able, 
6 epouventabl, Sc. espoventabill, appovent- 
abyll. [a. OK. espouveniable \ mod F epouvantabk, 
corresp. to Pr. espaventable), f. espouventer (mod. 
F, Spouvanter , Pr. espaveniar', f. I,, expavent-em, 
f. ex out + pave-re to be in a fright.] Frightful, 
terrible. 

1475 Caxton yason 67 The grete epouentable dragons. 
* 55 2 Lyndesay Monarchy (1883), With horrabyll sound 
appouentabyll [ed. 1392 espouuentabilll. 1388 A. King 
tr. Canisius ’ Catech. 92 The dreidful and epouuentabl rigor 
of Gods terrible iudgment. 


llBprowette (*prwve*t). [Fr. eprouvette, f. 
iprouver to try, to test,] 

1. An apparatus for testing the strength of gun- 
powder. Also attrib. 

1781 Thompson in Phil. Trans. LXXI. 298 All the eprou- 
vettes, or powder-triers, in common use are defective. 1839 
Sat. Mag., Supp. Jan. 40/1 Another form of eprouvette 
was devised by the IateDr. Hutton. 1846 Greener Sc. 
Gunnery 37 Where experiments are conducted, .with move- 
able eprouvettes, 9. certain loss is sustained. 1874 Knight 
Diet. Meek. s.v. Eprouvette-gun, The eprouvette-mortar of 
the British service is 8 inches in diameter. 

2. A spoon used in assaying metals. 

1874 Knight Diet. Meek ., Eprouvette, a flux spoon. A 
spoon for sampling an assay. 

Bps, obs. form of Asp K 

Epsom (e'psomh The name of a town in Surrey. 

1. attrib. and Comb., as Epsom- water, the water 
of a mineral spring at Epsom ; Epsom - salt 
( colloq . -salts), originally the salt (chiefly com- 
posed of magnesium sulphate! obtained from this 
water; now the popular name of magnesium sul- 
phate however prepared. 

1770 tr. Cronstedfs Min. 137 This may be called English 
or Epsom salt. 1811 A. T. Thomson Loud. Disp. n. (1818) 
245 First artificially obtained in England in 1675, from the 
evaporation of the water of the Epsom spring: whence it 
was named Epsom salt. 1876 Page Adv. Text-bk. Geol. 
xv. 282 The manufacture of magnesia and Epsom salts. 

2. Short for Epsom salt. 

1803 Ann. Rev. I. 871/1 Even allowing Mr. K. the use of 
the term epsom, instead of sulphat of magnesia. 1854 
Pharmac. Jrnl.pLlll. 622 The sulphate of magnesia form- 
ing the ‘ rough Epsoms * of the alum-maker. 

Bps c mite t e-psomoit). Min. [f. Epsom + -ite.] 
Native magnesium sulphate. 

1814 T. Allan Min. N amend. 42 Natural Epsom Salt, 
Epsomite. 1878 Lawrence tr. Cotta's Rocks Class. 44 Ep- 
somite occurs as an efflorescence from marshy ground. 

Eptagon, obs. form of Heptagon. 

Epillary (e*pizHari), a. [ad. L. epuldris , f. 
sputum least.] Of, pertaining to, or having to 
do with, a feast or banquet. 

1678 Phillips, Epulary , belonging to a Banquet. X721- 
1800 in Bailey. 1839 G. Raymond m New Monthly Mag. 
LVII. 407 The hum of epulary commerce resounded on 
every side. 1856 Smyth Rom. Earn. Coins 296 The cor- 
poration of Bedford, a body which had not quite lost its 
epulary renown when Oliver Goldsmith publicly compli- 
mented its manducatory energies. 

Epulation (epiwUi-Jhn). Now rare. Also 6 
epulacion, -eyon. [ad. L. epuldtion-em, f. epitldri 
to feast, f. epulum feast.] The action of feasting 
or indulging in dainty fare. Also fig. 

1342 Boorde Dyetary ix. 11870; 250 As it is taken by 
epulacyon, of eatynge of crude meate. 1569 Newton 
Cicero's Okie Age 31b, Neither did I take delectation in 
these banquettes and epulacions. 1646 Sir T. Browne 
Pseud. Ep. (16501 324 When he [Epicurus] would dine with 
Jove, and pretend unto epulation, he desired no other addi- 
tion than a piece of Cytheridian cheese. 1819 H. Busk 
Banquet 11. 6x7 To make your epulation quite complete, 
One thing you need. 1835 Hogg in Fraser's Mag. XI. 517 
Such love. .’Twas love’s luxuriant epulation. 

Epulentic, var. of Epilentic a. Obs. 

I! Epulis (epi^riis). Path. [mod.L. epulis , a. 
Gr, knovAts, f. hri upon 4 - ovkov gum.] (See quots.) 

1839 J* Tomes Dental Surg. 518 Tumours springing up 
from the margin of the gums . . usually receive the desig- 
nation, epulis. 1878 T. Bryant Pract. Surg. I. 537 Under 
epulis are included, rightly or wrongly, most of the tumours 
of the gums. 

+ E’pulose, a. Obs. rare~°. [f. L. epul-um + 
-OSE, as if ad. L. *epu/ds-us.] Feasting to excess. 
Hence f Spulo-sity, a feasting to excels. 

1731 in Bailey vol. II. 1847 in Craig ; and in mod. Diets. 

Epulotic (epi^V’tik), a. and sb. Med. [ad. Gr. 
hruvXdjTiK-QS, f. €irov becdcu to be scarred over, f. 
km upon -f ovKrj scar.] 

A. adj. Having power to cicatrize. 

1761 W. Lewis Mat. Med. (ed. 2) 160 s. v. Calaminaris, 
The officinal epulotic cerate. 1787 C. B. Trye in Med. 
Connnun. II. 154 The common epulotic dressings. 1832 in 
Webster; and in mod. Diets. 

IB. sb. in pi. Medicines or ointments that induce 
cicatrization, and heal wounds or sores. 

1634 T. Johnson tr. Parey's Chirurg. xxvi. xvi. (1678) 639 
We use Epuloticks when as the ulcer is almost filled up, and 
equal to the adjacent skin. 1751 Debenham in Phil. Trans. 
XLVII. 94 The wound was . . by the use of epulotics, com- 
pletely cicatrized. 1832 in "Webster ; and in mod. Diets. 

Hence f Eptilo'tical a. Path. Obs. ~ prec. adj. 

16x5 Crooke Body of Man 86 The flesh is softned and 
dryed by Epulotical medicines as they call them. 1637 
Tomlinson R enoits Disp. 107 A slash or skar of a wound 
is closed with an Epulotical Powder. 

t E'pulOTLS, a. Obs. rare- [f. L. epul-um + 

-OUS : . see Epulose.] — Epulose. 

1692-1732 in Coves. 

E" pur ate (e-piur^t), v. rare, [f. F. ipur-er to 
purify: see -ate 6.] trans. To purify, lit, and fig. 

1799 Hist, in Ann. Reg. 474 The departmental adminis- 
tration, which having been long before epurated, was in the 
secret of the revolution. 1801 W. Taylor in Monthly Mag. 
XII. 581 As the evaporation of water in the sunshine epu- 
rates the atmosphere. 18x3 — Monthly Rev. LX XII. 473 
With a diction epurated at Paris in royal times, she [Mde. 
de Genlis] is still not a classical writer. 


Hence E'purated ppl. a. 

x8xs W. Taylor in Monthly Rev. LX XVI. 501 An epu- 
rated Christianity. 

Bpuratiou (epiur<?' , Jbn). [a, F. ipttration, f. 
sparer: see prec.] The action or process of puri- 
fying ; purification. 

x8oo W. Taylor in Monthly Mag. X. 8 These opinions 
may require further epuration. 1823 Ann. Reg. 17 5 Epur- 
ation or investigation of the characters of official persons. 

Equab ili ty (fk-, ekwabi*liti). Forms: 6 
equabilite, 6-7 equabilitie, 7 aequability, 6- 
equability. [ad. L. sequdbilit-as, f. sequdbili-s 
Equable : see -itt.] 

1. The quality of being equable or uniform ; 
evenness of mind, temper, or behaviour ; freedom 
from fluctuation or variation in condition, rate of 
movement, degree of intensity, etc. 

1531 Elyot Gov. m. xxi, There is also moderation in 
tolleration of fortune of euerye sorte, which of Tulli is called 
equabilite. 1577-87 Holinshed Chron. I. 21/2 He would 
not have beene led with such an equabilitie ofAnind.^ 1636 
Trai>p Comm. Matt, vi, 22 Uniformity, equability, ubiquity, 
and constancy of holiness. X692 Ray Dissol. World n. 
(1732) 87 The Equability of the Sun’s diurnal Motion. 1692 
Bentley Boyle Led. v. x6o Where is that equability of 
nine months warmth to be found ? 1711 Addison Sped. 
No. 68 {* 3, I should join to these other Qualifications a 
certain ^Equability or Evenness qf Behaviour. 1713 Addison 
Guardian No 1x9 The equability of his numbers . . cloyed 
and satiated the ear for want of variety. 1762 J. Foster 
Essay Accent # Quantity 8 A monotony and equability iii 
the voice, a 1832 Bentham Princ. Penal Law Wks. 1843 
I. 456 In respect of equability, these punishments [by dis- 
grace] are really more defective than at first sight they 
might appear, a 1834 Coleridge Shahs. Holes 39 The 
security and comparative equability of human life. 1834 
Hooker Hitnal. ymls. I. vii. 160 The humidity, and equa- 
bility of the climate. 1882 Med. Temp . Jrnl. I. 104 The 
excessive sensitiveness and want of equability of which so 
many complain. 

t 2. Capability of being regarded as equal, or 
of being compared on equal terms. Obs. 

1581 J. Bell H addon's Answ. Osor. 35 May any equa- 
bilitie seeme to bee betwixt them ? either in the excellencie 
of the holy Ghost? or in sinceritie of Lyfe? 1631 R. By- 
field Dodr. Sabb. 183 You that make the servant . . but as 
the Oxe and Asse is, .have utterly destroyed this equability. 
<21632 Brome Love-sick Court iv. i, Their merits bear no 
^equability With mine. 1817 Cogan Ethical Quest, v. (R.), 
Bodies seem to act mutually upon each other, with a kind 
of equability in power. 

f 3. Due or just proportion ; well-balanced con- 
dition. Obs. 

1576 Newton Lemnie's Complex. (1633! p lf he finde the 
plight and state of his body to be in equability and perfect 
ternperatenesse, it shall be good to cherish and preserve it 
with his like. 1603 Timme Quersit. 11. iv. x 16 The perfect 
combination, adequation, equabilitie of elements, etc. 

Equable (rk-, e*kwab’l), a. Also 7-8 eeqna- 
ble. [ad. L. sequdbilis , f. sequare to make level 
or equal, f. tequus equal.] 

1. Uniform, free from fluctuation or variation. 

a. Of motions or continuous phenomena : Main- 
taining a constant level of speed or intensity, 
f Also of periods of time : Uniform in duration. 

1677 Hale Prim. Orig. Mem-, n. ix. 224, 25 Apocatastases 
annorum, which amounted to 36525 equable Years. 2726 
tr. Gregory's Astron. I. iii, 405 The apparent Motion of 
the Sun will be equable. 1799 Med. y-rtil. I, 279 The pulse 
slower, more uniform and equable. 1808 J. Webster Nat. 
Phil, 29 Its parallels express the equable time of motion. 
x8xx A. T. Thomson Lend. Disp. (1818) Introd. 28 Mercury 
is the liquid best adapted for thermometers; its expansion 
being most equable. x8xz Woodhouse Astron. xviii, x88 
Kepler’s discovery of the equable description of areas. 1830 
Grote Greece 11. lvi. (1862; V. 72 The slow, solemn, and 
equable march of the troops. 

b. Of temperature : Free from extremes (or 
sudden changes) of heat and cold. 

1807 Med. Jml. XVII. 292 Those parts of the kingdom 
where they may enjoy the most equable state of tempera- 
ture. x86o Maury Phys. Geog. Sea xv ii, § 728 Thus the 
equable climates of Western Europe are accounted for. 

c. Of the feelings, mind, temper, etc. : Even, 
not easily disturbed. Of a course of events : Free 
from vicissitudes, tranquil. Of literaiy style: 
Maintaining a constant level, uniform. 

1796 Burke Regie. Peace Wks, 1842 II. 341 [Military 
araour] is a cool, steady, deliberate principle, always present, 
always equable. 1824 Wordsw. Laodamia xvii, In worlds 
whose course is equable and pure. 1836 J. H. Newman 
Par. Serm. (1837) III. xxiii. 375 A calm and equable piety. 
x8ss Macaulay Hist. Eng. III. 468 His oratory was more 
correct and equable than theirs. *875 Jowet T Plata (ed. 2) 
I. Introd. 12 It [a translation] should be. .equable in style. 
1876 Black: Madcap V, xvi. 140 An equable temper is the 
greatest gift a man can possess, /.v ■ _ 

2. F ree from inequalities ; uniform throughout 
its extent or range of operation ; equally pro- 
portioned. 

1692 Bentley Boyle Led. viii. Wks. 1838 III. 193 They 
Would have the vast body of a planet . . to be every where 
smooth and equable. 181a Sir H. Davy Chetn. Philos. 233 
Elastic fluids have a tendency to rapid equable mixture. 
1838 Thirlwall Greece V. xlii. 205 A new valuation . . 
with a view to a more equable system of taxation. *845 
Carlyle Cromwell II. viii. 69 A more equable division of 
representatives. 1847 Disraeli Tancred hi. iv, A rich 
subdued and equable tint overspread this visage. 1854 
Ronalds & Richardson Chetn. Technol. (edl 2) 1 . 205 A 
channel of equable diameter. 


EQUABLENESS. 

+ 8. Characterized by justice or fairness; = 
Equitable. Obs. 

1643 Sir T. Browne Relig. Med. it. § 13 Becomming 
equable to others, I become unjust to myself. [Cf. quot. 
1839 s. v. Equably.] 

Equableness (*‘k-, e-kwab’lnes). [f. prec. + 
-ness.] The condition or quality of being equable ; 
Equability, in various senses. 

164s Symonds Serm, be/, Ho. of Com. C b, We , . should 
walk towards God with truth, tequablenesse, and certainty. 
1736 in Bailey. 1877 E. Cqnder Bas. Faith i v. 163 Smooth- 
ness (that is, equableness of surface). 1880 Nature XXIII. 
Wo. 582. 184 A like equableness from year to year charac- 
terises the temperature and rainfall of the climate. 

Equably (fk-, e'kwabli), adv. [f. as prec. + 
-L v A] In an equable manner ; uniformly, regularly ; 
justly, fairly ; calmly, tranquilly. 

2726 tr. Gregory's A sir on. I. in. 417 The Sun. .mov'd both 
equably and in the Equator, a 1743 Cheyne (J. ), If bodies 
move equably in concentrick circles, etc. 1798 Malthus 
Popul. 11806} II. in. x. 238 The wealth of the civilized 
world will . . be , . more equably diffused. 1839 Thirlwall 
Greece III. 61 The . . cultivation of their fertile and equably 
divided territory. 1873 Black Pr. Thule xi. 172 Equably 
confessing her ignorance on all such points. 

Equacion, -cioun, obs. ff. of Equation. 
Equseval (fkwPval), a, Also equiseval. [f. 
L. tequtev-us (f. m quits equal + sevum age) + -ax,] 
Of equal age ; belonging to the same period. 

1867 Stubbs Pr*?/! Benedict's Chron. (Rolls) 24 A small 
folio, written in double columns, in a variety of equaeval 
hands. 1881 W, Palgrave in Macm. Mag . XLV. 21 Her 
Capitol was equiseval with her birth. 

t Equse*vous, a. Obs. [f. as prec. 4 - -ous.] « 
prec. (Const, to.) 

1:658 W. Burton /tin. Anton. 173 , 1 cannot think therefore 
of anything else proceeding from the Roman times here 
or Equaevous to their greatness, .except it be the Thames. 

Equal (rkwal), a. and sb. Forms : ? 4 j hi. 
equals, -les, 6-7 soqual(l, equall, 6 equale, 6 - 
equal. See also Eg all. [ad. L. sequalis, f. sequ-us 
level, even, just. 

As the form of the L. sequus does not permit it to be 
directly anglicized without the addition of a suffix, the Eng. 
equal represents the senses of that word as well as those of 
its derivative mquhlis. The OF. equal (orig, a literary 
adaptation of the L, word, the regular phonetic descendant 
of which, ewe/ ivel } was in popular uses does not seem to 
have been adopted in Eng. ; but its later form egnal esgal), 
^/became Eng. in 14m c. (see Egall), and did not be- 
come wholly obs.^ until the 17th c.] 

1. Of magnitudes or numbers : Identical in 
amount; neither less nor greater than the object 
of comparison. Of things: Having the same 
measure; identical in magnitude, number, value, 
intensity, etc. Const, to , f with. 

(In this and the next sense often with latent notion of ‘ at 
least equal ’ ; hence not equal to means usually ‘ less than 
‘inferior to’.) 

CZ391 Chaucer Asfrol. 1. § 16 A smal croys .. aboue the 
south lyne, J>at shewith the 24 howres equals [Lat. sequales) 
of the clokke. Ibid, n. § 8 To turn the howres in-equales 
in howres equates [Ad conuertendum horas in-equales in 
haras equales) % 1568 Grafton Chron. II. 676 Three hils, 
not in equall distaunce, nor yet in equall quantitie. 1587 
Golding De Mornay xiv. 212 Y e three inner angles are equal 
with the two right angles. 1598 Barnfield Contpl. Poetrie 
xxxviii, The wiues of Troy Tor him made sequall mone. 
1628 Digby Voy.Medii, (1868) 3 Then to shewe three lightes 
of aequall height fore and aft. a X631 Bonne Poems (,1650) 
8 When with my browne, my gray haires equall be. 1697 
Dryden Virg. Georg, m. 477 Hairy Goats of equal Profit 
are With Woolly Sheep. 1747 Wesley Prim. Physic (1762) 
1 16 Flower and fine Sugar equal quantities. 1776 Wither- 
ing Brit. Plants (1796) III. 523 Stamens half as long again 
as the blossom, nearly equal. 1816 J. Smith Panorama Sc. 
4 * Art I. 398 The actions of bodies on each other are always 
equal. 1818 Cruise Digest led. 2) II. 223 He had equal 
equity with the mortgagee for 700/. 1838 T. Thomson 
Chcm. Org. Bodies 656 The number of atoms of hydrogen 
and oxygen, must.. be equal both in amidin and amylin. 
1846 G. Day tr. Simon's A nim. Ghent. II. 237 In both cases 
they occur in nearly equal ratios. 1858 Lardner Hand- 
bk. Mat. Phil., Hydrost. 132 If the velocity of the float boards 
were equal to that of the water. 

b. phr. Other things being equal : transl. mod.L. 
ceteris paribus. 

1848 Macaulay Hist. Eng. I. 386 All other circumstances 
being supposed equal. 1889 Sat. Rez>. 16 Mar. 318/1 Other 
things being equal, the chances of any man being hit in 
action vary , . with the rate of fire to which he is exposed, 
tc. Equally reciprocated. 

c 1540 tr. Pol. Vergil’s Eng. Hist. (Camd.’i 1 . 68 , 1 nothinge 
desired more ardentlie than the aequal amitte of the Romains. 

2. Possessing a like degree of a (specified or 
implied) quality or attribute ; on the same level 
in rank, dignity, power, ability, achievement, or 
excellence; having the same rights or privil -ges. 
Const, to, with. 

*526 Pilgr, Per/. (W. de W. 1531) 13 Where he is now 
resydent, equall in glory to the father. 1593 Shaks. 2 
Hen. VI. v. 1. 89 Vnloose thy long imprisoned thoughts, And 
let thy tongue be equall with thy heart. 1605 Bacon A dv. 
Learn. 1. iii. § 9 The ancient custom was to dedicate them 
[books] only to private and equal friends. x6n Bible 2 
Macc. v iii. 30 And made the maimed, orpbanes, widowes, 
yea, & the aged also, equal in spoils with themselves. 
— John v. 18 Making himselfe equall with God. 01x631 
Donne Paradoxes (1652) 45 We deny soules toothers equall 
to them in ail but in speech. 1667 Milton P. L. ix. 823 
The more to draw his Love, And render me more equal. 
1725 Pope Odyss. 1. 383 For the chaste Queen select an 
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equal Lord. 18x8 Cruise Digest (ed. 2) VI. 432 He meant 
his children to be all equal. 2878 Jevons Prim, Pol. Econ . 
56 All men are born free and equal. 

b. Music. Equal voices ; voices either all male 
or all female. 

f c. Equivalent; serving the same purpose. 
Const, as, with. Obs. rare. 

2677 Yarranton Eng. Improv. 10 Paper in Holland is 
equal with Moneys in England. Ibid. 13 A Ticket upon 
such Lands given to the Merchant would be equal to him 
as ready money. 

3. Adequate or fit in quantity or degree. Now 
only const, to ; formerly also simply. 

a 1674 Clarendon (J.), The Scotts trusted not their own 
numbers as equal to fight with the English. 1700 Dryden 
Fables Bed., To make my commendations equal to your 
merit, xyxp Watts Hymns 1. lxiii, What equal Honours 
shall we bring To Thee, O Lord. 1791 Hampson Mem. J. 
Wesley II. 28 Of the conduct of the magistrates . ; it is 
impossible to speak in equal terms of severity and indig- 
nation. 

to. Adequately fit or qualified. Of persons : 
Having strength, endurance, or ability adequate to 
some requirement. Phrase, Equal to the occasion. 

1697 Dryden Virg. Georg. 11. 304 The Soil. .Is. .equal to 
the Pasture and the Plough. 1769 Junius Lett. iii. 17 The 
part you have undertaken is at least as much as you are 
equal to. 2796 Jane Austen Pride $ Prej. vii, She was 
not equal, however, to much conversation. x8i6 Remarks 
Eng. Mann. 20 He did not feel equal to receiving the 
congratulations of the company. 1827 Southey H ist. 
Penins. War II. 124 They were not equal to contend with 
disciplined troops. 1872 Liddon Elem. Relig. i. 4 Schemes 
of independent morality ... are not equal to resisting the 
impetuosities of passion. 1878 Bosw. Smith Carthage 163 
Gascon was equal to the emergency. 

4. Of distribution, mixture, etc. : Evenly propor- 
tioned. Of rules, laws, conditions, processes, or 
actions (hence of agents) : Affecting all objects in 
the same manner and degree ; uniform in effect or 
operation (often passing into 5 ‘L 

1661 Morgan Spit. Gentry 1. i. 4 Consisting of the equallest 
mixture or temper of the four elements. 1676 H. Phillips 
Purch. Patt. A v b, Though this way of valuing the ground 
be as equal and general a rule as can be ; yet, etc. 1696 
Whiston Th. Earth 1. 36 The equaller Division of the Year 
allow’d for. 1781 Gibbon Decl. ty F. II. xxxiii. 251 The 
army dreaded his equal and inexorable justice. 1836 Gen. 
P. Thompson Exerc. 11842) IV. 80 If the Irish were refused 
equal laws, they would demand the dissolution of the Union. 
1840 Gladstone Ch. Princ. 187 The Church contemplates 
with equal eye the whole of God's ordinances. 

b. Of a contest : Evenly balanced. 

1633 Holcroft Procopius 1. 22 Two thirds of the day 
were past, and the fight yet equall. 

+ C. phr. It is equal to me {whether)'. =■ ‘ it 
makes no difference’, 4 it is all the same’. Obs . 
Cf. Fr. Lest egal , Ger. es ist mir gleich. 

1705-15 Cheyne Philos . Princ. Relig. (J.), They . . may 
let them alone, or reject them ; it is equal to me. 2746 Col. 
Rec. Penn. V. 57 The Governor said it was equal to him 
•when they adjourn’d, 1749 Chesterf. Lett. It. cxcvi. 237 
Whether along the coast of the Adriatic, or that of the 
Mediterranean, it is equal to me. 1769 Goldsm. Rom. 
Hist. (2786) II. 260 It was equal to him whether he fell by 
his enemies in the field, or by his creditors in the city. 

f 5. In sense of L. sequus : Fair, equitable, just, 
impartial. Obs. 

*535 Stewart Cron. Scot. II. 503 Equale in justice but 
partialitie. 2545 Leland in Strype Eccl. Mem. I. App. 
cxviii. 332 My great labours . . have profyted the studyous, 
gentyl, and equal reders. 1592 Greene Groatsw. Wit 
(16x7) 42 Equal heauen hath denied that comfort. 2641 
4 Smectymnuus ' A nsw. § 5 (1653) 22 This had been no more 
rationall or equall then the former. 1656 Bramhall Replic. 
iv. 188 Is it equall that the Court of Rome themselves 
should be the Judges? 1681 Relig. Clerici To Rdr. 1 To 
the equal Reader. 1769 Robertson Chas. V, III. xi. 
354 Proposals of peace which were equal and moderate. 

6 . Of surfaces : Level, on the same level {arch.). 
+ Equal to : level with. 

a 1649 Drumm. of Hawth. Jos. V. Wks. 116 The most 
part of the church was made equal to the ground. 1725 
Leoni Palladio's Archit. 117421 I, 27 All the Rooms .. of 
the same Story, may have their Floor or Pavement equal. 
2850 Mrs, Browning Poems I. 256 The equal plains of 
fruitful Sicily. 

f 7, Uniform throughout in appearance, dimen- 
sions, or properties. Obs. 

1663 Gerbier Counsel 50 A rooff covered with them is of 
an equall colour. 2686 Aglionby Painting Illustr. iii. 107 
The Painter must observe an equal Air, so as not to make 
one part Musculous and Strong, and the other Soft and 
Tender. 2691 T. H[ale] A^. New Invent. 98 A Sheet of 
their full length equal within one pound in ten quite through. 
17 26 Leoni Albertis Archit. II. 18 a. Large Stones, sound, 
equal, handsome and rare. 2793 Smeaton Edy stone L. 
§ 246 That the building should be a column of equal 
strength, proportionate in every part to the stress it was 
likely to bear. 

b. Hot. Symmetrical, having both sides alike. 

1876 Balfour in Encycl. Brit. IV. 11 10 When the paren- 
chyma is developed symmetrically on each side of the mid- 
rib or stalk, the leaf is equal. 

8 . Of movements, pressure, heat, light, etc. : 
Even, free from fluctuation in rate or intensity. 
rare. (With this and the next sense cf. Equable 1 .) 

2626 Bacon Sylva (1677' § 39 2 Try them by boiling upon 
an equal fire. 2692 Ray Creation 1. (1704) 71 These Revolu- 
tions, .are as exactly equal and uniform as the Earth's are. 
1761 Earl Pembroke Mil. Equitation (17781 63 Even or 
equal trot. 2822 Shelley Promeih. Unb. in. iv. 88 Thy 


EQUAL. 

chaste sister Who guides the frozen and inconstant moon 
Will look on thy more warm and equal light. 

9. Of the mind, temper, demeanour, tone of 
voice : Even, tranquil, undisturbed, unruffled, arch. 

2680 Otway Orphan n. vii. 759 Who can hear this and 
bear an equal mind? a 2700 Dryden (J.), An equal temper 
in his mind he found, When fortune flatter'd him, and when 
she frown'd. 2782 Gibbon Decl. Sr F. III. 9 He proceeded, 
in a firm and equal tone, to offerJTheodosius the alternative 
of peace, or war. 2822 Scott Kenilw. xxii, He addressed 
him in a tone tolerably equal. 1832 Tennyson Lotos-Eaters 
153 Let us swear an oath, and keep it with an equal mind. 

1 10. Of numbers : Even. Obs. rare. Cf. L. par. 

1806 G. Gregory Diet. Arts Sc. s. v. Bridge, The piers 
of stone bridges should be equal in number, that there may 
be one arch in the middle. 
flL quzsi-adv. Equally. Obs. 

2623 Shaks. Hen. VI 1 1 , 1. i. 159 He is equall rau'nous 
As he is subtile. 1623 Massinger Dk. Milan 11. i, Thou art 
A thing, that, equal with the devil himself, I do detest. 
2633 P. Fletcher Purple I si. iv. xv, Therefore obtain'd an 
equall distant seat. 2659 Dryden Cromwell v, Where all 
the parts so equal-perfect are. 

12. Comb. a. parasynthetic derivatives, as equal- 
armed, -blooded, - eyed . -headed, -limbed, -sided, 

- souled . Also equal- handedness, b. adverbial, 

as equal-balanced, -poised, -suited. 

1833 J. Holland Manuf. Metal II. 286 The *equal- 
armed balance, so commonly seen m this country. 1881 
Athenaeum 23 Apr. 567/1 At the top is an equal-armed cross. 
1678 Norris Coll. Misc. (1699) 312 If the Good and the Evil 
be *equal-ballanc’d. 2764 Churchill Ep, Hogarth Poems 
II. 135 Thou ^equal-blooded judge. 1876 Swinburne 
Erechth. led. 2) 677 Toward good and ill, then, ^'equal- 
eyed of soul. 2830 Gen. P. Thompson Exerc. (18421 I. 
280 A government of so much benevolence and "equal- 
handedness. 1889 G. Findlay Eng. Railway 42 In 1837 
the double and *equal-headed reversible rail was originated 
by Joseph Locke. 2855 Milman Lat. Chr. (1864) IX. xiv. 
viii. 278 The short *equal-limbed Greek cross. 2635 Swan 
Spec . M. (1670) 170 The rising and falling of an *equal-poised 
balance. 2850 Tennyson In Mem. Ixxxv, O friendship, 
equal-poised control. 1807 T. Thomson Chern. ted. 31 II. 
571 Four-sided prisms, terminated by %qual-sided pyramids. 
2876 Swinburne Erechth. (ed. 2! 676 Nor thine nor mine, 
but *equal-souled are they. 1590 Greene Orl. Fur. Wks. 
(1861) 102 The lilies and the native rose Sit *equal-suited 
with a blushing red. 

B. sb. 

1. One who is equal to another : 

a. in rank or standing. 

2573 G. Harvey Letter-bk. • Camden Soc.) 4 M. Nevilhath 
shown himself disdainful towards, his sequals and superiors 
too. 1599 Shaks. Much Ado 11. i. 171 She is no equall for 
his birth. 2614 John Day Festivals u6is> 322 First, that 
they match with their Equals as neere as may be, both in 
Condition or State of Life, as also in Yeers. a 2640 Earl 
Stirling Jonathan iR.t, You (though subjects) may my 
equals make. 2754 Chatham Lett. Nephew v. 38 Towards 
equals, nothing becomes a man so well as well-bred ease. 
1844 H. H. Wilson Brit. Dulia II. 468 The Governor- 
General, whom, as exercising a delegated authority only, he 
refused to recognise as the equal of a king. 1877 Mozley 
Unto. Serm. ix. 194 Humility is much more tried by equals 
than it is by inferiors. 

b. in power or achievement, or in any specified 
quality ; a 4 match 

1607 Shaks. Cor. 1. i. 257 Was euer man so proud as is this 
Martius? He has no equall. 1667 Milton P. L. vi. 248 
Satan. .Prodigious power had shewn, and met in Armes No 
equal. 2792 Anecd. W. Pitt IV. App. 270 A minister who 
never had his equal, .for wisdom and integrity. 1875 Fort- 
num Maiolica iv. 43 Orazio had no equal iri the execution 
of his paintings. 

fc. in age: {a.) One who has lived as long; 
{b.) A contemporary. Cf. L, sequdlis. Obs. 

2596 Harington Metam. Ajax (iS 14) 110 That I may now 
deal with my ancients and not with my equals. 1622 Bible 
Gal. i. 14 And profited in the Iewes Religion, aboue many 
my equals in mine owne nation. 1678 Cud worth Intell. 
Syst. 1, iv. 443 A Sophist Plutarch’s equal. 

2. abstr. An equal : a state of equality ; an equal 
footing. Obs. exc. dial. 

1596 Spenser F. Q. v. ii 34 Thou that presum’st to weigh 
the world anew, And all things to an equall to restore. 
Mod. (Derbysh.) He talks to me as if we were on an equal. 
Equal (rlcwal), v. [f. prec. ; cf. Fr. egmer.] 

1. To make equal, equalize ; to bring to the 
same level. Const, with, or simply, arch. 

1594 Daniel Cleopatra Ded., Wherby great Sidney & our 
Spencer might, With those Po singers being equalled, 
Enchaunt the world. 2622 Bible 2 Sam. xxii. 34 He maketh 
my feet like [marg. equalleth] hinds' feet. 2667 Milton 
P. L, 1. 248 Him. .Whom reason hath equald, force hath 
made supream Above his equals. Ibid. m. 33 Those other 
two equal'd with me in Fate. 2687 Dryden h ind Sr P . 1. 456 
Rebellion equals all. 1705 Stanhope ParapJtr. I. 52 Persons 
equalled in the Favour of God. 2868 Whittier Among the 
Hills xvii, The fair democracy of flowers That equals cot 
and palace. 

+ b. To proportion. Obs. 

2618 Latham 2 ltd Bk. Falconry (1633'' 24 Compare or 
equall so your meat with the length or shortnesse of time, as 
that she shall neuer be ouer emptie, yet, etc. 

tc. To make (ground) level ; to level (a build- 
ing) to, with the ground ; to make (a ditch) level 
by filling up. Obs. 

1629 R. Hill Pathw. Piety (1849) II. 45 The goodliest 
cities have been equalled with the ground. 2649 Drumm. 
of Hawth. Jos. III. Wks. 39 The fortress.. is demolished 
and equal'd with the ground. x68x R. Knox Hist. Ceylon 
(1817) 89 He employs his people, .equalling unequal grounds. 
27x5 Leoni Palladio’s Archit. (1742) II. 61 Equalling 
Ditches with raised or even Ground. 
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1 2 . To consider or represent as equal ; to liken, 
compare. Obs . 

1586 T. Rogers 3 $ Art, 78 To them, which with Gods 
word do equal their own doctrines, etc. 1635 Pagitt 
Christ ianogr. 1. iii. 1.1636 89 Their Dogmatical Traditions, 
which they Equall with the holy Scriptures, a 167a 
Sterry Freed . Will (1675) 150 As equalling God in savage 
cruelness to the most arbitrary Tyrants. 1751 Johnson 
Rambler No. 1x4 P 9 To equal robbery with murcfer, is to 
reduce murder to robbery. 1799-1805 S. Turner Anglo- 
Sax. I. iv. iii. 282 Not content with equalling the pleasures 
of war to social festivity. 

3 . treats. To be or become equal to ; to * come 
up to’, match, rival. 

1590 Marlowe 2nd Pi. Tamhtrl. v. iii, Let earth and 
heteven his timeless death deplore, For both their worths 
will equal him no more. 1594 Shaks, Rich. Ill , 1. ii. 249 
On me [Richard], whose All not equals Edwards Moytie? 
16x1 Bible Job xxviii. 17 The golde and the chrystall 
cannot equall it. 1667 Milton P. L. i. 40 He trusted to 
have equal’d the most High, If he oppos’d. 1792 A need. 
W. Pi ft IV. App. 268 He came very young into Parliament, 
and. .soon equalled the oldest and ablest actors. 1812 Sir 
H. Davy Cfietn. Philos. 106 The weight of the carbonic 
acid gas exactly equals the weight of carbonic oxide and 
the oxygene gas. 1826 Scott F. M. Perth xxxiv, There 
are enough of brave men around me, whom I may imitate 
if I cannot equal. 1876 Green Short Hist. vii. 355 The 
courage of the Queen.. was only equalled by her terrible 
revenge. x 83 o Haughton Phys. Geog. vi. 281 They nearly 
equalled the elephant in size. 

4 . To produce or achieve something equal to, 
to match, 't Also intr. To cope on equal terms 
with \obs. rare). 

1597 Shaks. 2 Hen. IF, 1. iii. 67, X thinke we are a Body 
strong enough (Euen as we are' to equall with the King. 
c 1610 Women Saints (1S86) 154 It is a difficult matter, to 
equall my sisters vertues with my speache. <2x745 W. 
Broome To Pope 2 6 A rival hand recalls from ev’ry part 
Some latent grace, and equals art with art. a 1832 Mac- 
kintosh Machiavel Wks. 1846 II. 480 Historical genius had 
risen , . to a height which has not been equalled among the 
same nation in times of greater refinement, 
b. To reciprocate in equal measure. 

1697 Dryden, tr. Virgil sEneid vi. 641 [She] sought 
Sieheus, through the shady grove, Who answer’d ail her 
Cares, and equal’d all her Love. 1749 Fielding Tom Jones 
Kin. ix, The ardent passion, .the extreme violence of which 
if he failed to equal, etc. 

t Equaliform, a. Obs. rare- 1 . In 7 seq-. [f. 
L. te qua l i-s equal + -form.] Having equal forms. 

1655-60 Stanley Hist. Philos. (170x1 379/2 It is all one 
amongst them if it be called biform, or iequaliform, or di- 
versiform. 

t Equaiifjs, v. Obs. rai'e- 1 . [f. Equal a. + 
-(i)fy.j irans. To make equal. 

1679 G. R. tr, Boyastuan’ s Theat. World m. 223 When he 
begins to equalify himself with his God, and to make com- 
parisons with him. 

Equalist (rkwalist). rare. [f. Equal + -ist.] 
One who asserts the equality of certain (contex- 
tually indicated) persons or things. 

x66x Origen’s Opin. in Phoenix (1721) I. 13 We can find 
nothing (according to the Hypothesis of the Equalists) why 
one [Hypostasis] should be called Father or Son rather 
than another. 1880 P. Greg Acr. Zodiac I. 133 The 
Equalists were driven from one untenable point to another. 

Eqpialitarian (z'kw^dite-man), a. and sb. [f. 
Equalit-y : cf. humanitarian, etc.] 

A. adj. Pertaining to, or connected with, the 
doctrine of the equality of mankind. B. sb. An 
adherent of this doctrine. 

1799 Southey Lett. (1856’ I. 83 We were talking upon the 
equalitarian doctrines of the gospel. 1837 Blackw. Mag. 
XLI, 21 We, who are neither republicans nor equalitarians. 
1883 Stevenson in Longm. Mag. II. 295 These equalitarian 
plainnesses leave an open field for the insolence of Jack-in- 
office. 

Equality (/kwp-liti). Forms: 4-6 equalits, 
(5 equalyte, eqwalyte), 6 equaltie, equalitie, 
-llitie, (6 eequalitie, 7 -ty,) 6- equality. See 
also Egality. [a. OF. equalite (mod.Fr. egalite), 
ad, L. seqmlitdt-em , f. sequdlis Equal.] The 
quality or condition of being equal. 

1 . The condition of being equal in quantity, 
amount, value, intensity, etc. 

c 1400 Beryn 2734 Of hete & eke of coldnes of oon equa- 
lite. 1530 Palsgr. 2x7/1 Equalite, egallitf evynnesse. 
1555 Eden Decades W. hid. hi. iii. (Arb.) 147 The equalitie 
of the daye and nyght. 1635 N. Carpenter Geog. Del. 11. 
xiv. 22t Reduce to any shadow of /Equality. 1057 Earl 
Monm. tr. P amt as Pol. Disc. 200 God, by whom., the 
earth it self is sustained and held up with a miraculous 
equality of weight. 1791 Cowper Iliad xx. 572 Pleading 
equality of years. 1831 Brewster Opticsix, 19 In approach- 
ing the mirror, the image and object approach to equality. 
3860 Tyndall Glac. u. iii. 245 Will the exhausting of the 
tube disturb the equality ? 1870 Rolleston Anim. Life .122 
The ganglia do not maintain the same numerical equality. 

b. esp. in Math. The exact correspondence be- 
tween magnitudes and numbers in respect of quan- 
tity, the existence of which is sometimes expressed 
by the sign — . 

1570 Billingsley Euclidi. def. 32. 5 This figure [rhombus] 
agreeth with a square, as touching the equallitie of lines. 
1772 J. H. Moore Pract. Navig. (1828) 4 =The Sign of 
Equality ; it shews that the numbers^ or quantities placed 
before it are equal to those following it. 1846 Mill Logic 
x. iii, § 11 Equality; which is but another word for the 
exact resemblance commonly called identity, considered as 
subsisting between things in respect of their quantity. 


2. The condition of having equal dignity, rank, 
or privileges with others ; the fact of being on an 
equal footing. 

c 1425 Wyntoun Cron, x. Prob. 60 Suppos hys Lordschype 
lyk noucht be Tyl gret statys in eqwalyte. 3526 Pilgr. 
Per/. (W. de W. 1531) 199 But all iix persones one god, of 
one substaunce, & of inseparable equalite. 1606 Shaks. 
Ant. <$• Cl. 1. iii. 47 Equality of two Domesticke powers. 
Breed scrupulous faction. 2667 Milton P. L. xii. 26 Not 
content With faire equalitie, fraternal state. 1710 Steele 
Tatler No. 225 ? 3 Equality is the Life of Conversation. 
1794 Southey Wat lyler, Ye are all equal ; nature made 
you so. Equality is your birth-right. 1874 Mickle- 
Thwaite Mod. Par. Ch. 30 The feeling of perfect equality 
inside the church. 

b. The condition of being equal in power, ability, 
achievement, or excellence. Also {rarely), the 
condition of being * equal to an emergency’. 

1595 Shaks. John 11. i. 327 The on-set and retyre Of both 
your Armies, whose equality By our best eyes cannot be 
censured. . 1817 Coleridge Biog. Lit. (1882) 16 The confid- 
ence of his own equality with those whom he deemed most 
worthy of his praise. _ 3828 Scott F. M. Perth xxxiv, They 
fought with an equality. 3879 G. W. Curtis Sp. New Eng. 
Soc. Dinner, With their equality to the emergency the 
Pilgrim Fathers would have iived in the best houses. 

1 3- In persons: Fairness, impartiality, equity, 
b. In things : Due proportion, proportionateness. 

1447 Boicenham (1835) 12 Shap and colour and 

eehe feture Were comproporcyond in swych equalyte. 1552 
Huloet s. v., Equalitie of lawes, wher thei be to al degrees 
indifferente, 1556 J. Heywood Spider fy F. lvi.44 In hering 
of him what equaltie ye show. 1692 Ray Dissol. World 
232 The breaking of order and equality in the world. 1845 
McCulloch Taxation (1852) Introd. i3 Equality is of the 
essence of such taxes. 

4. Evenness of surface; uniformity of size or 
shape; level position. Also of movements or 
processes : Evenness, regularity, uniformity in rate 
or degree. Now somewhat rare. 

1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. 21. xm. xxiii. (Tollem. M S.\ 
The see is calde * equor and ha)? )>at name of equalite, 
evennesse. 1590 Sir J. Smyth Disc. Weapons 4 b, All the 
points of the Piques of everie rancke carrying one equa- 
litie. 1656 Ridgley Pract. Physick 172 Sometimes a Bone, 
so pressed down, settles to his natural equality. 1664 
Power Exp. Philos. 1. 25 The equality of its Motion .. 
without any fits or starts. 1691 T. H[ale] Acc. New In- 
vent. 95 The Plumber’s vain pretence to near Equality, 
and endeavour to cast as equal as he can. 1834 Hr. Mar- 
tineau Farrers iv. 73 The equality of wear of a piece of 
gingham or calico. 

Jb.fig. Of the body: An even condition or 
temper. Of the mind : Evenness, equability. Obs. 

1460 70 Bk. Quintessence 11. 20 It consumeth the corrupt 
superflue humouris, and reducit nature to equalite. 1647 
Charles I. Decl. Jan. 18 Wks. ( 1662) 281 Patience andagreat 
E quality of Mind. 1713 Steele Sped . No. 143 f 4 To enjoy 
Life and Health as a constant Feast, we should . . arrive at 
an Equality of Mind. *22762 Lady M. W. Montague Lett. 
lxxiv. X2i You would find an easy equality of temper you 
do not expect. 

Equalization (F^kwahk^-Jbn). [f. next + 
-ATION,] The action or process of equalizing; 
the condition of being equalized. 

1793 Anthony Pasquin (John Williams) Calm Exam., 
Upon the basis of necessary equalization and reciprocity. 
1794 J. Hutton Philos. Light , etc. 91 An opposite source 
of equalization, tending to restore that equilibrium which is 
also continually lost. 1806 Herschel in Phil. Trans. 
XCVI. 210 A certain equalization, or approach to equality 
may be obtained between the motions of the stars. 1852 
M c Culloch Taxation 11. v. (ed. 2) 221 In August 1848, the 
nominal equalisation of the duties was effected. 1852 D. 
Mitchell Batte Summer 283 Alas, for the happy equaliza- 
tion which our Republic was to effect. 

Equalize (Tkwabiz), v. Also 7-8 equallize, 
(7 egalise). [f. Equal+-ize. Cf. Fr. egaliseri] 

I. To equal, match. 

+ 1. traits. To be or become equal to ; to come 
up to, match, rival ; « Equal v. 3 . Obs. 

35. . Tom Thumb 136 in Hazl. E. P.P. II. 239 Sir Tom 
Thomb, for thy fame, None can thee equalize. 3590 Spen- 
ser F. Q. in. ix. 44 But a third kingdom. .Both hrst and 
second Troy shall dare to equalise. 1595 Locrine iv. i. 169 
The Scythians . . Do equalize the grass in multitude. 1626 
L. Owen Spec. Jesuit. (1629) 39 In all seauen, equalizing the 
number of the Planets. 3634 Sir T. Herbert Trav. 53 
The order and scituation of this Fort and Fabricke, equal- 
izing if not preceding any other in Persia. 1701 tr. Le 
C lore’s Prim. Fathers 68 The Elegancy and Nobleness of 
their Style which never any Philosopher could equalize. 
3703 Moxon Meek . Exerc. 84 Fur. .ought to have a greater 
Substance to equallize the strength of Oak. 1725 Collier 
Disc. Pract. Subj. 346 For by affecting to equalize a supe- 
rior wealth, they are apt to make their own Figure too large. 
1774 Pennant Tour Scott. 326 A spot equalized by few in 
picturesque and magnificent scenery. _ 1826 T. J. Wharton 
in Pa. Hist. Soc. Mem, I. 112 His great house, that 
equalizes (if not exceeds) any I have ever seen. 

1 2. To reciprocate in equal degree ; — Equal 
4 b. Obs. 

1598 Marston Pygmal. xxiv, Instill into her some celestiall 
fire That she may equalize affection. 

II. To make equal, 

d 3. To regard, represent, or treat as equal ; to 
place on an equality. Obs. Also {rarely), to re- 
gard as contemporary with (cf. Equal B. i c). 
Const, to, with. 

1599 Broughton’ s Lett, vii, 22 There he that equalize some 
of them with S. Paul his time. 3621 R. Johnson Way to 
Glory 16 Doest [thou] . . equalize them [my writings] with 


EQUALLY. 

the text of the canonical! Scriptures? 1664 H. More 
Antid. Idolatry v. 65 The Virgin, .they do at least equallize 
to Christ. 175* Orrery Remarks Swift xxii. (R.), The 
. .Poem .. which we equalize, and perhaps would willingly 
prefer to the Iliad, is void of those fetters [rhyme]. 

4 . To make equal in magnitude, number, degree 
of intensity, etc. Const, to, with. 

1622 Malynes Anc. Law-Merch. 57 Equalizing the said 
Custome of Cloth, with the Custome of Wooll. 3634 Sir 
T. Herbert Trav. 136 Intending to equalize it [Babel] with 
the Starres. 3646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. vi. vi. 301 
Notwithstanding to equalize accounts, we will allow three 
hundred yeares. 3793 Boswell Johnson 2 June an. 1781 
note. To show the propriety of equalising the revenues of 
bishops. 2794 J. Hutton Philos. Heat, fyc. 88 Their tem- 
peratures . . must be always changing, and always tending 
to be equalised. 2825 Bentham Ration. Rew. 58 The emo- 
luments of peace and war were, therefore, equalized by 
attaching a fixed salary to the office. 1837 Ht. Martineau 
Soc, Amer. III. 39 The despotism that would equalise pro- 
perty arbitrarily. 2872 B. Stewart Heat § 43 Thus to 
equalize the distances. 

5 . To make equal in condition, dignity, power, 
or character. 

1634 Sir T. Herbert Trav. 102 That they would not 
equallize him, in the manner of his death, to abject dogs. 
1790 Burke Fr. Rev. 72 Those who attempt to level, never 
equalize. 2803 Jane Porter Thaddens xxx. (1831) 266 A 
young woman of fashion, .equalising herself with a creature 
depending on his wits for support, a 2859 Macaulay H ist. 
Eng. V. x66 Office of itself does much to equalise politi- 
cians. a 2862 Buckle Mice. Wks. (1872) I. 264 The inven- 
tion of gunpowder equalised all men on the field of battle. 
j 6. To level, bring to one level. Obs. 

1596 Spenser F. Q. y. ii. 38 These towring rocks . . I will 
. .equalize againe. 1632 Lithgow Trav. i. 11 The Gothes. . 
subuerted their pallaces, equalizing the walles with the 
ground. 1653 Gataker Vind. A nnot, Jer. 64 All alike eaven, 
as corn cut down and eqalised [He] by the harvest mans hand. 

7. To render (a movement, process, or condition) 
uniform. 

2822 Imison Sc. $ Art (ed. Webster) 1. 452 Fly wheels are 
employed to equalize the motion of a machine. 1825 J. 
Nicholson Operat. Mechanic 189 Contrivances for equal- 
izing the action in Mr. Watt's patent of 1782. 2878 K. 

Johnston Africa ii. 26 The rich forest lands of the Atlas 
slopes, which equalise the temperature. 

b. To bring to an average level, compensate 
(an inequality). 

1866 Rogers Agric. # Prices I. xxix. 692 Equalizing the 
scarcity of one region by the plenty of another. 

Hence E qualized ppl. a ., E-qualiziug vbl. sb. 
(also attrib . ) and ppl. a. 

1657 S. W . Schism Dispatch’ t 450 He hath not shown us 
..one equalizing word of this power to counterpoise the 
many particularizing terras objected by us. 1703 Moxon 
Meek. Exerc. 85 This equalising of strength must be re- 
ferred to the Judgment of the Operator. 2790 Burke Fr. 
Rev. 257 The utter subversion of your equalising principle. 
1844 U pton Physioglyphics 115 Equalized energy. 2844 
Caroline Fox Mem. Old Friends (1882) 196 He talked of 
the national character of the French, and their equalizing 
methods of education. 1874 Knight Did. Mech. Equa- 
lizing-saw, a pair of saws on a mandrel at a gaged distance 
apart, and used for squaring off the ends of boards and 
bringing them to dimensions. 2875 Hamerton IntelL Life 
1. iv. 22 The equalizing influence of the outside world. 

Equalizer (/-kwabi:z9j). [f. as prec. + -er 1 .] 
One who, or that which, makes equal ; spec, an 
appliance for equalizing the speed of a machine, 
or the power used to drive it. 

1792 Miss Burney Diary (2842) V. 352 [The Duke’s] de- 
portment is quite noble and in a style to announce conscious 
rank even to the most sedulous equaliser. 1792 SirB.Thomp- 
son in Phil. Trans. LXXXII. 79 The ocean may be con- 
sidered as the great reservoir and equalizer of heat. 1853 
Lewes Goethe I. 233 The forest is the great equaliser of 
temperature in Nature.^ 2870 Ruskin Led. A rt i, 5 Edu- 
cation .. is not the equalizer, but the discerner of men. 2874 
Knight Diet. Mech,, Equalizer, an evener or whiffletree to 
whose ends the swingle-trees or single-trees of the individ ual 
horses are attached. 2882 Bazaar, Exck. M. 25 Feb. 
174 The Otto Power Equaliser. 

t E'quaila'ble, a. Ohs. rare. [f. as next + 
-able.J That can be equalled. 

2622 Lady M. Wroth Urania 552 Ouercome (cryd hee)by 
the power not equallable of a Shepherdesse, etc. 

£‘qualler. rare . [f. Equal z/. -b-Ett 1 .] One 
who. or that which, makes equal. 

c 1630 Drumm. of IIawtu. P oems Wks. 26 Death. .Impar- 
tial equaller of all with dust. 

Equalling (rkwaliq), vbl. sb. [f. Equal v. + 
-ing*.] The action of the vb. Equal. In quot. 
used attrib. 

2880 Turner Catal. Tools Sheffield 72 s. v. Files, Equal- 
ling and Cotter Files. , ■ 

Equally (rkwali), adv. Also 6 equallie, 
(equaly). [f. Equal a. -f -ly 2 .] 

1. To an equal degree or extent ; as much in one 
case as in another. Const, with ; sometimes as. 

1634 SirT. Herbert Trav. 215 It is doubtfull whether it 
[Saint Helena] adhere to America or Afrique, the vast Ocean 
bellowing, on both sides, and almost equally. 2668 J. Mall 
Offer of F. Help 113 They all flow equally from the sove- 
reignty of God. 169a O. Walker Hist. Illustr. 291 He 
was equally Learned as Warlike. 2701 De Foe True-born 
Eng. n. 6 And equally of Fear and Forecast void. 1736 
Butler Anal. 1. i. Wks. 1874 I. 25 It is said these observa- 
tions are equally applicable to brutes. 2792 Mrs. Rad- 
cliffe Rom. Forest xvii, You and Clara shall be equally my 
daughters. 2848 Macaulay Hist. Eng. II. 146 His presence 
and his absence were equally dreaded by the lord lieutenant. 
1853 F. W. Newman tr. Odes Horace 7 Being the inventor 
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of the’ lyre, he [Hermes] is patron of poets equally as Apollo. 
18. . T. Aunold Wy clip's Set Wks. III. Introd. p. x, This 
work is equally one-sided and uncompromising with Wy- 
clif’s tracts. 

2. In equal shares. 

£-1386 Chaucer Sompn. T. 529 Thernys no man can deme 
. .Ifthat it were departed equally. 1594 Shaks. Kick. Ill, 
v. iii. 294 My Foreward. .Consisting equally of Horse and 
Foot. 1695 Ld. Preston Boeth . Life 15 Equally sharing 
with him his Labours and Victories. 1818 Cruise Digest. 
(ed. 2) II. 25 To her other sisters equally between them. 
1827 J. Powell Devises II. 181 The said legacy should be 
divided equally between them that were alive. 

3. According to one and the same rule or measure. 
Formerly also, impartially, equitably, justly. 

1526 Pitgr. Perf. (W. de W. 1531 t no Deale equally, with- 
out parcialite. . 1597 Daniel Cm,. Waves v. <R.>, The 
equally respecting eye Qf pow’r looking alike on all deserts. 
1605 Shaks, Lear v. iii. 45 So to vse them, As we shall find 
their merites, and our safety May equally determine. 1651 
Hobbes Leviath. \, xv. 77 If a man .. judge between 
man and man, it is a precept .. that he deale Equally be- 
tween them. 170a Eng. Theophrast. 3 To enter equally 
into the genius of both nations. 31860 Ruskin Mod. Paint. 
V. ix. i. 204 You say it is dealing equitably or equally. 

+ 4. On a level with regard to height ; uniformly 
with, regard to direction ; in a line with . Obs, 

1599 Hakluyt Voy. II. n. 69 Yet are they [the bridges] 
equally built, no higher in the middle then at either ende. 
1660 Barrow Euclid 1. Def, iv, A Right Line is that which 
lies equally betwixt its Points. 1721 Strype Eccl. Mem. 
II. 1. i. 3 The nurse went equally with him that supported 
the train. 

5. Uniformly ; in uniform degree or quantity ; in 
the same relative proportion. 

1664 Evelyn Kat. Hart. (1729) 235 Distributing the Air 
. .more equally thro' the House. 1690 Locke Hum. Und. 
11. xiv. § 22 Being constantly equally swift 1735 Berke- 
ley Querist § 214 Seed equally scattered produceth a goodly 
harvest. 1793 Smeatqn Eddystone L. § 242 The wedges and 
trenails ,. were every where equally applied. 1796 Nelson 
5 June in Nicolas Disp. (18461 VII. Introd. 81, I know of 
none so equally good. 1825 J. Nicholson Qperat. Me - 
chanic 351 The thickest wires receive the strongest heat; 
therefore, the whole is equally heated in the same space of 
time. 1854 H. Miller Sell, <§• Schm. xiii, The population, 
formerly spread pretty equally over the country. 
EqualnesS (rkwalnes). rare in mod. use. [f. 
as prec. + -ness.] 

1. The state or fact of being equal in magnitude, 
number, condition, etc. ; « Equality i, 2. 

1530 Palsgr. 217/r E qu al ness e , equiperation. 1547-64 
Bauldwin Mor. Philos. (Palfr.) iv. iii, Friendship ought 
to be engendred of equalnes, for where equalitie is not, 
friendship cannot long continue. 1351 Recorde Pathw. 
Knowl. 1. xvi, The profe of y ' equalnes of this likeiam vnto 
the triangle, dependeth of the thirty and two Theoreme. 
1660 Trial Regie. 25, I am sure, I am no waies able to 
Plead equalness, in point of Law, with those noble Gentle- 
men. 1726 Leoni Alberti's Archit, I. 53 The equalness of 
their weight. 1864 .Spencer Illustr. Univ , Progr. 170 There 
was some appreciation of the equalness of men’s liberties to 
pursue the objects of life. 

1 2. Fairness, equity. Obs. 

1548 R. Hutten Sum Diuinitie P viij a, To judge accord- 
yng vnto ryght and equalnes. 1556 J. Hkywoo p Spider $ 
F. xxxvii. 34 Where reason and equalnesse be giders. 
f 3. a. Of movements, processes, etc. : Unifor- 
mity in rate or degree, "b. Of the mind, temper, 
etc. ; Evenness, equability, equanimity. Obs. 

1545 Ascham Toxoph. (Arb.) 35 Softly exercisynge euery 
parte with equalnesse. 1675 Temple Let. Lockhart Wks. 
1731 II. 333 With so great Equalness of Temper, and Con- 
stancy of Mind. 1741 Richardson Pamela (18241 I. xiii. 
251 To bear the honour ... with equalness of temper. 1799 
Southey Lett. ^1856) I. 81 His equalness and kindness of 
character. , 

Equanimity (fkwanrmiti). Also 7 sequ-. 
[ad. Fr. equanimity ad. L. mquanimitas , f. mjua- 
nimis having an even mind, f. seqttus even + animus 
mind.] The quality of having an even mind, 
f 1. Fairness of judgement, impartiality, equity. 
1607 Sehol. Disc. agst. A niichr. ir. v. 18 The third good- 
nes ... is that equinanimitie, which . . accepteth a iust ex- 
cuse. 1658 Milton Ze//. State Wks. (1851) 417 Your far 
celebrated Equanimity encourag’d us to recommend this 
Cause to your Highness. 1752 Fielding Amelia v. v, You 
have the equanimity to think so. 

2. Evenness of mind or temper ; the quality or 
condition of being undisturbed by elation, depres- 
sion, or agitating emotion ; unruffledness. 

1663 Pepys. Diary 8 Mar., I cannot but remember my 
Lords equanimity in all these affairs with admiration. 1710 
Tatler No. 242 F 1 This Quality [Good-Nature] keeps the 
Mind in Equanimity. 1783 Burke Sp. Nabob A root's Debts 
Wks. IV. 238 These gentlemen have borne all the odium of 
this publication . . with . . unexampled equanimity. 1814 
Scott Wav. lxv, The quiet equanimity with which the 
Baron endured his misfortunes, had something in it vener- 
able and even sublime. 1839 Geo. Eliot A. Bede 6t Mrs. 
Poyser has hot yet recovered her equanimity on the subject, 
b. pi. {nonce-use.) Seasons of equanimity. 

1663 Butler Hnd,\. iii 1020 Perturbations that possess 
The Mind or ^Equanimities. - 
Bquanimous (z'kwfe'nimas), a. Also 7 cequa- 
nimous. [f. L. sequanim-is (see prec.) + -ous.] 

X. Even-tempered; not easily elated or depressed. 
1656 Trapp Contm. Matt. v. 16 [A minister must be] pa- 
tient, or equarumous, easily parting with his right for peace* 
sake. 1660 Gauden SacHlegus 14 That the Reverend 
Bishops . . may not seem less equammovs and condescend- 
ing. itfau-rBoo ih Bailey, 1863 Pall Mall G. 30 Aug. 3/2 


It required all the splendour of the day. .to make me equa- 
nirnous on discovering the postmaster’s audacious cheat, 
f 2. Impartial. Obs. 

1670 Maynwaring Vita Sana xv. 128 That sequanimous 
distribution of her [the Soul’s] energy into the Members and 
Parts of the Body. 

Hence Equanimously adv,, with equanimity. 
Equa-nimousness,the quality of being equanimous. 

1652 Gaule Magasirom. 132 Disposing equanimously to 
all accidents. 2849 Thackeray Pendennis III. iii. 41 Pen- 
dennis, in reality, suffered it very equanimously. 1736 
Bailey, Equanimmstiess , evenness of mind, contented ness. 
1773 in Ash. 

12 quant (rkwantj, a. and sb. Astr. Obs. exc. 
Hist. Also 7 sequant. [ad. L. stqucml-em , pr. 
pple. of sequd-re tv> make equal, f. seqttus equal.] 
A, adj. That equalizes. E quant circle [med.L. 
circulus aequansf a circle imagined by the ancient 
astronomers for the purpose of reducing the planet- 
ary movements to consistency with, the hypothesis 
that celestial motion must be uniform in velocity. 
Also Jig. B. sb. - E quant circle. 

1621 Burton Anal. Mel. u. in iii. 324 Excentricke, con- 
cent rick e, circles aequant, etc., are absurd. Ibid. in. i. in, 
iii. (1676 ) 267/1 Love is the circle equant of all other affec- 
tions. 1796 in Hutton Math. Diet. 1834 AW. Philos., Hist. 
Astron. vi. 31/1 (Usef. Knowl. Soc.)He [FtolemyJ was com- 
pelled to suppose that, .the centre of the equant . . revolved 
in a small circle round the centre of the excentric. 

"if Erroneously used for 1 centre of the equant \ 
1837 Whewell Hist. Induct. Sc. 111. iv. § 7 I. 221 About 
another point, the equant. 

f E*quat(e, pa. pple. Obs. [ad. L. sequdt-us, 
pa. pple. of sequd-re (see precA] Equivalent to 
the later Equated, a. Asirol. b. Made level, 
levelled. 

1430 Lydg. Chron. Troy\. vi, In houre chosen equat for 
the nones. 1533 Bellenden Livy 1. (1822) 39 At last, baith 
thir pepill war brocht undirane communite to leif in Rome, 
and the ciete Alba equate . . to the ground. 1536 — Cron, 
Scot. (1821) II. 161 Nevir to sever fra this town, quhill the 
wallis thairof wer equate to the ground. 

Equate {ikwe^i), v. Also 7 aequate. [f. L. 
sequat- ppl. stem of sequd-re : see prec.] 

T'l. trans. To make (bodies) equal; to balance. 
Obs. rare. 

1530 Palsgr. 539/1 They were nothyng egall, but he hath 
nowe equated them. 1755 B. Martin Mag. Arts # Sc. 394 
The Guinea and large Piece of Cork, .seem not to be nicely 
equated in Weight. 

+ 2. To take the average of. Obs. 

14.. Mann . $ House h. Exp . (1841) 439 Mete fyrst how 
many roddes that one ende is over thwart, and in lyke wyse 
mete that other ende. Than equate that. 

b. Astr. To reduce to an average ; to make the 
allowances necessary for bringing observations to 
a common standard, or for obtaining a correct 
result. 

1633 T. James Voy. Q ij, The Declination was not equated. 
1677 R. Cary Chronol. j. 1. 1. xii. 44 With some other Epa- 
gomenae at the end of the Year, or in a short period of 
Years fit to equate the Motion of the Sun. 1751 Chambers 
CycL s. v M To Equate solar days, that is to convert apparent 
into mean time, and mean into apparent time. 1833 Her- 
Schel Astron. iv. 174 This last process is technically termed 
correcting or equating the observation for nutation. 

3. Math. To state the equality of (one quantity) 
to or with (another) ; to state the equality be- 
tween (two quantities) ; to put in the form of an 
equation. 

1779 Hutton in Phil, Trans . LXX. 9 The fluxion of this 
expression being equated to _o. 1806 — Course Math. I. 
229 By equating the terms which contain like powers of z. 
1846 Ruskin Mod. Paint. I. n. iv\ iii. § 24 It is not to be 
chipped out by the geologist or equated by the mathemati- 
cian. 1883 Natm-e XXVII. 225 By equating the computed 
difference to the actual difference. 

4. trans f and Jig. To treat, regard, or represent 
as equivalent 

18. .De Quincey Philos. Herod. Wks. 1862 VIII. 211 Three 
generations were equated to a century. 1840 Gladstone 
Ch. Princ. 399 The danger of confounding true and false by 
equating them [forms oF religion] all. 1877 Skeat Piers 
Plenum. Notes 460 Marlow uses the word ‘ chary ' rather art- 
fully, so that it may be equated either to ‘ dearly ' or ‘care- 
fully 1882 J . Rh YS Celtic Brit., App. 278 Boudicca might 
perhaps be equated . . with such a Latin name as Victorina. 
1885 Ch. Q. Rev. Oct. 95 In the Book of Leinster thirty four 
foreign saints are equated with natives. 

Hence Equa'ted^/.dZ., E qua ’ting vbl. sb. 

1633 H. Gkllibrand in T. James Voy. R ij, The ^Equated 
Anomaly of the ( orbe. 1691 Wood AM. Oxon. II. 338 He 
divulged his invention of the equating of a streight line to a 
crooked or parabole. 1694 E. Halley in Phil. Trans. 
XVIII. 251 When the ^equated Number II. is less than 
1*3. 1790 HEiisCHEL ibid. LXXI. 122 The clock altered 

to true equated time. 1817 H. T. Colebrooke Algebra, 
etc. 312 The mean or equated depth. 1870 Bowen Logic 
vi. x6o It makes no difference which of the equated quanti- 
ties is placed first, 

SSquation Also 4 equacion, 

equacioun, 6-7 equation, [ad. L. sequdtidn-em , 
£ xqua-re : see Equant.] The action of equalling. 

I. The action of making equal. 

1 1- spec, in Asirol. Equal partition. Equations 
of houses : the method of dividing the sphere equally 
into ‘ houses * for astrological purposes. Obs. 

c 1386 Chaucer Frankl. T. 551 And hise proporcioneles 
conuenientz ffor hise equacions in euery thyng. cx 39X — 


EQUATION. 

Asirol. r. §22 With the smale point of the forseide lal>el, 
shaltow kalcule thyne equaciouns in the bordure of thin 
Astrolabie. 1393 Gower Conf. III. 67 He loketh his equa- 
cions And eke the constellacions. 

2. gen. The action of making equal or balancing ; 
the state of being equally balanced, equilibrium, 
equality. Now chiefly in phrases like equation of 
demand and supply, equation of trade, etc. 

1656 Blount Glossogr., Equation , making equal, even or 
plain. 1677 Hale Prim. Orig.Man. 11. ix. 216 The very Re- 
dundance it selfof Mankind seeming by anatural consecution 
to yield and subminister this Remedy, for its Reduction and 
Equation. 1718 Rowe tr. Lucan n. (R.), Again the golden 
day resum'd its right, And rul’d in just equation with the 
night. 1726 Shelvocice Voy. round World 140 It would 
be difficult to determine the different values of the dollars 
and the candlesticks, so as to come to a nice equation of 
the matter. 1848 Mill Pol. Econ.. in. xxi. §1 11876)375 
An excess of imports over exports, arising from the fact that 
the equation of international demand is not yet established. 
1850 Grote Greece n. lx. VII. 481 If his personal suffering 
could., be., set in equation against the mischief brought by 
himself both on his army and his country. 1876 Fawcett 
Pol. Econ. m. vii. 399 .These' prices would adjust the equa- 
tion of international trade. 

XX. Reduction to a normal value or position. 

3. Astr. The action of adding to or subtract- 
ing from any result of observation or calculation 
such a quantity as will compensate for a known 
cause of irregularity or error. Chiefly cotter, the 
quantity added or subtracted for this purpose. 

A nnual equation : see Annual 2 b. 

Equation of the centre : the difference between the mean 
and the true anomaly of a heavenly body. 

f Eccentric equation : = Equation to the centre. 

Equation of the equinoxes : the difference between the 
mean and apparent places of the equinoxes, arising from the 
phenomenon known as Precession of ike equinoxes. 

Equation of time : the difference between the time shown 
by a dock (mean time) and that shown by a sundial. 

Personal equation’, the correction required in astrono- 
mical observations in consequence of greater or less inac- 
curacy habitual to individual observers. Also transf. 

1666 Evelyn Mem. (1857) II. 11 To the Royal Society, 
where one Mercator, .produced his rare clock, and new mo- 
tion to perform the equations. 1726 tr. Gregory's Astron. 
I. in. 421 When both these Causes of the Equation of Time 
hold. 1812 Woodhouse Astron. xxxiv. 320 Corrections, or, 
as they are astronomically called, equations. 1834 Nat. 
Philos., Astron. x. 193/1 (Usef Knowl. Soc.) The equation 
of the centre [of the sun] is subject to a very slow secular 
variation. 1853 Lardner Handbk. A stron. § 3200 If we 
suppose an imaginary moon to move from perihelion 
through aphelion back to perihelion, with a uniform angu- 
lar velocity, .the distance between this imaginary moon and 
the true moon is called the equation of the centre. 1854 
Moseley Astron. xxi, (ed. 4) 96 The difference between 
true and mean solar time, .is called the equation of time. 
1881 Lqckyer in Nature No. 614. 318 Photography has no 
personal equation. 1881 New Vo7’k Nation XXXII. 430 
The scientific genealogists of the more advanced school, 
who settle the problem off-hand, often in accordance with 
their personal equation. 

4. Equation of payments : the process of find- 
ing a mean time for the equitable payment in one 
amount of several sums due at different times. 

1677 Cocker Aritk. xxix. 309 Equation of payments is 
that Rule.. whereby to reduce the times for payment of 
several sums of money to an equated time for payment of 
the whole debt without dammage to the Debtor or Creditor. 
III. Statement of equality, 
f 5. Math. The action of stating the identity in 
value of two quantities or expressions. Obs. 

1570 Dee Math. Pref. 6 That great Arithmetical! Arte of 
^Equation ; commonly called . . Algebra. 1579 Digges Stra- 
Hot. 44 ^Equation is nothing else but a certain conference 
of two mimbers being in value Equal, and yet in multitude 
and Denomination different. 1664 Power Exp. Philos, m. 
187 Thus came they to upbraid . . Algebra with the ./Equa- 
tion of three discontinued Numbers. 1673 Kersey Algebra 
I. xi. 51 An Equation in the Algebraical Art is a mutual 
comparing of two equal Quantities or Things of different 
Denominations. 

6 . concr. A formula affirming the equivalence 
of two quantitative expressions, which are for this 
purpose connected by the sign — . 

The two chief kinds of equations are : ( 1 > Those which con- 
tain symbols denoting one or more unknown quantities ; 
to discover the numerical values of these is called ‘solving; 
the equation ; the numbers which will ‘ satisfy * an equa- 
tion, i. e. which may be substituted for the symbol of un- 
known quantity without rendering the statement incorrect, 
are called its ‘roots’, (2) Those which indicate a constant 
relation existing between variables ; as Equation to a curve , 
an equation expressing a relation between coordinates or the 
like, which is constant for every point in the curve ; equa- 
tion of motions, etc. Equations are distinguished as simple, 
quadratic, cubic, biquadratic, etc. (or as of the 1st, 2nd, 
3rd, 4th, etc. degree) according to the highest power which 
they contain of any unknown or variable. -':■■■ 

1570 Billingsley Euclid 11. Introd. 60 Many rules . , 01 
Algebra, with the equations therein vsed. 1657 Hobbes 
Absurd Geom. Wks. 1845 VII. 366 You mean that., the 
lowermost to the lowermost in the first equation are equal. 
1750 Phil. Trans. XLVII. 62 Mr. de Buffon mention’d 
we should, .resolve the equation. 1807 Hutton Course 
Math. II. 322 The equation to the curve being ax~y\ 
1816 Playfair Nat. Phil. II, 227 This method of deter- 
mining the co-efficients of a given function, or correcting 
them from observation, by means of what are called Equa- 
tions of Condition, is said to have been invented by Tobias 
Mayer of Gottingen. 1838 De Morgan Ess. Probab. 29 
An investigation of the method of solving an equation. 
1853 Sir H. Douglas Mil. Bridges fed. 3) 11 Hence there 
is obtained the following equation of motion : a V- = g'sin. 0. 
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1871 B. Stewart Heat § 62 From this equation we de- 
rive at once the relation between the temperature and the 
density of air. 1879 Thomson & Tait Nat. Phil. I. 1. § 191 
What is called the * equation of continuity * [for fluids], an 
unhappily chosen expression. 

b. irons/. 

i860 A bp. Thomson Pants Tit. §68. no Every affirmative 
judgment may be regarded as an equation of' subject and 
predicate. 

c. A formula which represents a chemical re- 
action by stating the equality between the symbols 
representing the original and those which repre- 
sent the resulting substances. 

1807 T. Thomson them. <ed. 3) II. 132 We have therefore 
this equation, Carbon 28 + Oxygen 72 = Carb. Ox. 69 + 
Oxygen 31. 1844-57 G. Bird Ur in. Deposits fed. 5) 245 

In the following equation this decomposition of the allan- 
toin is assumed to Have occurred. 1853 W, Gregory Inorg. 
Ckem. ted. 3) 90 The following equation explains the change. 
(KO j NO 5 )+ 2 (HO,SO 3 )=(KO,HO, 2 SO 3 }+(HO,N 0 6 ). 

E a national (zkw^jbnal), a. [f. prec. + -AL.] 
Pertaining to, or involving the use of, equations. 

1864 W. Hipsley ( title \ Equational Arithmetic : Ques- 
tions of Interest, Annuities, &c. it 80 Atkenmim 13 Nov. 
636/3 A further theoretical aid in equational logic. 

Hence Eqna*tionally adv., in an equational 
form ; by the use of equations. 

1881 Jevons in Nature XXIII. 487 They [secondary pro- 
positions] obey exactly the same formal laws as primary 
propositions, and are of course expressed equationally. 

Equationism (tkwpfjaniz’m). [f. as prec. + 
-ISM.] Also Equa-tionist [ + -1ST.] (See quots.) 

1871 W. G. Ward Ess. Theism ("1884) II. 247 The prin- 
ciple of ‘ equationism ’ ; the principle . . of effecting an ‘ equa- 
tion ’ between the strength of his convictions and the amount 
of proof on which they respectively rest . . The objection of 
equationists. .can be otherwise met. 

Equator (*kw*i*t&i, -a.i). Also 7-8 tequator. 
[a, late L. mquator one who makes equal, hence 
in late L. ( eirculus ) equator did et noctis ‘ the 
equalizer of day and night’ (cf. equinoctial ), f. 
square to make equal, f. sequus equal.] 

1. Astr. A great circle of the celestial sphere, 
whose plane is perpendicular to the axis of the 
earth. (When the sun is in the equator, day and 
night are equal in length : hence the name.) Com- 
monly called the Equinoctial. 

c 1391 Chaucer Astrol. 1. § 17 The middel cercle .. is 
cleped also the weyere, equator of the day. 1594 J. Davis 
Seaman's Seer. n. (1607) 2 When the Sunne cometh vpon 
the Equator, then the daies and nights are of one length 
through the whole worlde. 1682 Sir T. Browne Ckr. Mor. 
121 The time might come when capella. .would have its 
motion in the sequator. 1726 tr. Gregory's Astron. I. n. 295 
The beginning of the Equator, from whence the Right As- 
cension of the Stars is reckoned, is where it intersects the 
Ecliptic. 1837 Whewell/AxA Induct. Sc. m. i. § 8. I. 144 
The circle which divided the sphere [of the heavens] exactly 
midway between these poles was called the equator. 

2 . Geog. A great circle of the earth, in the plane 
of the celestial equator, and equidistant from the 
two poles. 

1612 Brerewood Lang. <5* Relig. xiv. 149 That the Earth 
on the South side of the /Equator, should be of a more pon- 
derous disposition then on the North. 1646 Sir T. Browne 
Pseud. Ep. II. ii. 61 The Northern pole of the Loadstone at- 
tracteth a greater weight then the South erne on this side the 
Equator. 1727 Thomson Summer 647 Mountains big with 
mines, That on the high equator ridgy rise. 1774 Goldsm. 
Nat. Hist . (1776) I. 11 A polar prospect, and a landscape at 
the equator, are as opposite in their appearances as in their 
situation. 1856 Emerson Eng. Traits , Vcy. Eng. Wks. 
(Bohn) II. 12 The sea-fire shines in her wake .. Near the 
equator, you can read small print by it. 

Jig. <21631 Donne Select. (1840) 105 A Christian hath no 
solstice .. much less hath he any equator, where days and 
nights are equal, that is, a liberty to spend as much time 
ill, as welL a 1661 Fuller Worthies 1. 39 It [the Reforma- 
tion] is as it were the /Equator, or that remarkable Line, 
dividing between Eminent Prelates, Learned Writers, and 
Benefactors to the Publick, who lived Before or After it. 

3 . tram/. A similarly situated circle on any 
heavenly (or, occasionally, any spherical) body. 

1746 J. Parsons Hum. Physiognomy i. 14 Because Santo- 
rini, in his Figure of the Face, makes the Eye-lids meet 
upon the very Equator of the Eye-ball. 1834 Nat. Philos 
Astron. ill. 83 (Usef. Knowl. Soc.) The great circle perpen- 
dicular to the axis of the moon, is called for a similar reason 
the equator of the moon. 1839 G. Bird Nat. Phil. 351 In 
a sphere of quartz , . at the equator. 1868 Lockyer tr. Guil- 
lemin’s Heavens (ed. 3) 37 The rapidity of this movement 
varies regularly with their [Sun-spots'] distance from the 
solar equator. 

b. Magnetic equator, an irregular line, passing 
Tound the earth in the neighbourhood of the 
equator, on which the magnet has no dip ;= Aclinic 
line (see Aclinic). 

1832 Nat. Philos., Magnetism iii. § 98 (Usef. Knowl. Soc.) 
The magnetic equator. 1849 Mrs. Somerville Connex. 
Phys. Sc. xxx. 342 A line encircling the earth, called the 
magnetic equator. 

C. Equator of the magnet (see quots.). 

1635 N. Carpenter Geog. Del. 1. iii. 60 The Magnet .. is 
separated or diuided by a middle line or /Equator. 1837 
Brewster Magnet. 251 It is obvious, .that the magnetic 
intensity increases from the equator to the poles. 1871 
Tyndall Fragm. Sc. (ed. 6) I.xv. 416 Hold the needle over 
the equator of the magnet. 1885 S. Thompson Electr. 
Magn. ii. § 78 The portion of the magnet which lies between 
the two poles is apparently less magnetic . . This region 
Gilbert called the equator of the magnet. 


4 . attrib. and Comb., as equator-sun ; equator- 
wards adv., towards the equator, 

1735 Thomson Liberty iv. 413 Those [paths of the sea] 
that, profuse Drunk by Equator-Suns, severely shine. 1875 
Croll Climate 4- T. x. 187 The pressure . . impels the bottom- 
water equatorwards. 1884 Daily News 2 Aug, 5/4 To con- 
tinue the voyage equatorwards. 

Equatorial (/ kwatSa'rial), a. and sb. Also 
7-8 ^equatorial, 8-9 equatoreal. [f. L. mquator 
(see prec.) + -(i)al ; in Fr. equatorial .] 

A. adj. 

1 . Of or pertaining to the equator ; situated or 
existing on or about the equator. 

17x3 Durham Pkys.-Theol. n, i. note 1 (R.), A prolate 
sphaeroid, making the polar about 34 miles shorter than the 
equatorial diameter. 1789 Herschel Saturn in Phil. 
Trans. LXXX. 16 The arrangement of the belts, .has always 
followed the direction of the ring, which is what I have 
called being equatorial. 1794 G. Adams Nat. # Exper. 
Philos. III. xxxii. 334 Their surfaces will be higher, .in the 
equatoreal, than in the polar regions, i860 Maury Phys. 
Geog, Sea v. § 296 Panama is in the region of equatorial 
calms. 1870 Yeats Nat. Hist. Comm . 65 Equatorial grains 
are maize and rice. 

b. Pertaining to the ‘ equator * of a magnet, or 
of any spherical or spheroidal body. 

1664 Power Exp. Philos . in. 168 Those aequatorial parts 
of the Magnet, which before respected the East. 1837 
Brewster Magnet. 268 The middle of a copper wire . . was 
applied to the equatorial groove. 1861 J. R. Greene Man. 
Anivu Kingd., Coelent. 227 In Cestum .. these [a pair of 
symmetrical tentacles] do not., issue from the equatorial 
region, thence turning away from the mouth, 

2. liquatorial instrument or telescope : an appa- 
ratus consisting essentially of a telescope attached 
by an arm to an axle revolving in a direction 
parallel to the plane of the equator. By a uniform 
motion given to this axle (in large instruments by 
clockwork) the telescope follows the diurnal ap- 
parent motion of any point in the heavens to 
which it is directed. Equatorial circle : a gradu- 
ated circle (otherwise called hour-circle , right- 
ascension-circle ) revolving in a plane parallel to 
the equator, forming part of the equatorial in- 
strument. 

1791 Jefferson in Harper's Mag. (1885) Mar. 535/2 He 
is to pay for equatorial instrument. 1793 Sir G. Shuck- 
burgh Equator. Instr. in Phil, Trans. LXXXIII. 72 The 
idea of an equatorial telescope was again renewed by three 
several artists in this kingdom. 1868 Airy Pop. Astron. ii. 39 
For causing the Equatoreal instrument to revolve uniformly. 

B. sb. ~ Equatorial mstrument : see A. 2. 

1793 Sir G. Shuckburgh Equator. Itistr. in Phil. Trans. 

LXXXIII. 84 The equatorial is a machine calculated to 
observe the heavenly bodies in every part of the hemisphere. 
1847 Whewell Hist. Induct. Sc. vn. vi. § 1 (ed. 2) Transit 
instruments, equatorials, heliometers. 1879 Lockyer Eletn. 
Astron. vi. 224 An equatorial. 

b. attrib. in equatorial clock , a clock for driving 
an equatorial. 

1884 Britten Watch and Clockm. Ha?td-bk, 66, 102. 

Equatorially (ikwatoe-riali), adv. [f. prec. 
+ -ly 2 .] In an equatorial direction or position. 
1802 Paley Nat. Tkeol. viii, It is occasionally requisite, 
that the object-end^ of the instrument be moved up and 
down, as well as horizontally or equatorially. 1868 Lockyer 
Elem. Astron. 224 An eight-inch telescope, equatorially 
mounted. 1870 R. M. Ferguson Electr. 41 Some arranged 
themselves axially, others equatorially. 1875 Croll Climate 
T. vi. 1 13. The cool and heavy water of the polar basin . . 
would flow equatorially with equal velocity. 1889 Burdon- 
Sanderson in Nature 26 Sept. 529 Suppose that . . the ca- 
talyzable material . . is accumulated equatorially. 

f Eque. Sc. Obs. A balanced account ; an 
acquittance, receipt. ‘So called from the phrase, 
et sic seque , which was written at the foot of an 
account when it was closed or settled.’ (Jam. 
SuppV . ) 

1636 Rec. Burgh Glasg. (1876) II. 41 SuppKcatiounes to 
the exchequer annent our eque. 1637 Rec. Burgh A berdean 
(1871) I. 1 18 The tounes eque wpoun the payment of thair 
burrow mailles. 

Equerry (e*kweri, ^kwe*ri). Forms: a. 6 es- 
quiry(e, 7 escuirie, 8 escurie. A 6 equirrie, 
7 equerie, 7-9 equery, 7- equerry. 7* apket. 
6-8 query, -rry, quiry, -rry. [ad. F. icurie, ear- 
lier escurie (also escuierie, by erroneous association 
with escuyer Esquire), med.L. scuria stable, f. 
OHG. setir shed, shelter (whence sciura , MHG. 
schiure , mod.G. scheuer bam). The surviving Eng. 
form is due to an erroneous idea of some connexion 
with L. equus horse ; the accentuation, on the first 
syll., favoured by most Diets, of the present cen- 
tury, is due to the same cause.] 
f I. The stables belonging to a royal or princely 
household ; the body of officers in charge of the 
stables. Obs. 

a. 1552 Huloet, Esquirye, equitium. 1595 in Spottiswood 
Hist. Ch. Scott. (1677) vi. 413 His Majesties house and 
esquiry and stable. 1603 Holland Plutarch's Mor. 84 
The keeping of an escuirie or stable of horses. 

ft. 1600 Gowrie Conspir. in Select. Harl. Miscf 1793) 190 
His hienes being now come downe by the equerie. a 1691 
Boyle Wks. VI. 354 (R.), Sir R. P., that is, (in the ear) Sir 
Robert Pye of the equerry. 1731 in Bailey vol. II. 1800 
Coleridge Piccolom. 1. ix. There is brought to me from 
your equerry A splendid . . hunting dress. 


EQUESTHIAH* 

y. 1611 Speed Hist. Gt. Brit, ix. xxiv. (1632) 1183 He 
hauitig familiar acquaintance in the Quirry. 1633 Ford 
Love's Sacr. 1. ii, There’s not a groom o’ the query could 
have match'd The jolly riding man. 1719 Glossogr. AngL 
Nova s. v. Querry, A Gentleman of the Querry. 

2 . [Short for ‘ gentleman of the equerry’, ‘groom 
of the equerry’; cf. AF. esquire de qurye , OF. 
escuyer d' escuyrie.~\ fa. A groom {obs.). b. 
A11 officer in the service of a royal or other exalted 
personage, charged with the care of the horses, 
At the English Court, an officer of the royal 
household, charged with the duty of occasional 
attendance on the sovereign. 

a. 1708 Chamberlain State Gt. Brit. 1. 11. xiL (1743) 100 
The constable hath also the power of escuries & pages. 

ft. 1591 Horsey Trav. (1857) 197 At Yeraslaue another 
equirrie of the stable mett him. 1679-88 Seer. Serv. Money 
Chm. <5- fas. (1851) 151 In repayring of his house as one of 
the equerys. 1708 Lond. Gas. No. 4464/4 One Equery, two 
Pages of Honour, and the Gentleman Usher in waiting, 
in Her Majesty’s Leading Coach. 1756- 7 tr. Keyslers 
Trav. (1760) III. 255 Attended .. by the Roman emperors 
. .as if they were equerries or grooms of the holy see. 1813 
Examiner 3 May 280/2 His Royal Highness . . left Carlton 
House, .accompanied by Captain Portier, his Equery. 1839 
tr. Lamartine's Trav. East 41/1 The equerry of Lady 
Stanhope, who is at the same time her physician. t 1865 
Maffei Brigand Life II. 18 The equerries and militia of 
the barons. 

y. [1526 Househ. Ord. 172 The Master of the Horse . . 
to have sitting with him at his table the Esquires de Qurye 
and the Avenor.] Ibid. 206 The Master of the Horses doe 
appoint all such Querries, Officers, and Keepers as, etc. 
1591 Sylvester Du Bartas 1. vii. (1641) 61/2 As skilfull 
Quirry, that commands the Stable Of some great Prince. 
[1603 Florio Montaigne 1. ix. (1632) 17 A Gentleman . . 
serving the King in place of one of the Quiers of his 
Quierie ] 1608 Bp. Hall Epist . 1. vi, Francesco del Campo 
(one of the Arch-Dukes Quiryes). 1693 Luttrell Brief 
JR el. (1857) III. 165 Mr. Charles Turner . . querrie to King 
James. 1763 Mrs. E. Stanley Prince Titi 14 The Querry 
or Riding-Master . . beat down a poor ancient Woman into 
a very miry Place. 

Hence E ‘querry ship, the office or position of 
an equerry. 

j(L 1787 Miss Burney Diary (1842) III. 426 Her husband’s 
Equerryship. 1882 Standard 13 Nov. 5/3 Colonel M’Neill 
has held for the last eight years an Equerryship to the Queen. 

X . x6ix Cotgr., Escuyne, a Querry ship. 1681 Blount 
tssogr . , Querryship. 

Equestrial (i'kwe-strial), a. Now rare. [f. 
as next + -al.] = Equestrian. 

1553 Grimald tr. Cicero's Duties (c. 1600) 99 b, It was 
wont to bee done abroad by vs of the Equestriall order. 
1607 Topsell Four-f. Beasts (1673) 232 The sight of one 
of these is nothing inferiour to the equestrial party coloured 
caparisons. x6ix Coryat Crudities 289 One hundred and 
sixty fiue marble statues of worthy personages, partly 
equestriall, partly pedestriall. 1719 Ozell tr. Miss on's 
Trav. Eng. 300 (D.), Two others of the same King, one 
equestrial, and most furiously ugly. 1883 C. Beard Re- 
formation iii. 96 The equestrial portrait which represents 
him triumphing over the Protestants on the battle-field of 
Muhlberg. 

Equestrian (i'kwe'strian), a. and sb. [f. L. 
equestri-s belonging to a horseman (f. eques horse- 
man, f. eqzt-tis horse) + -an.] 

A. adj. 

1 . Of or pertaining to horse-riding. Also of 
persons : Skilled in horse-riding. 

1656 81 Blount Glossogr., Equestrian , pertaining to a 
Horse-man, Knight, or Gentleman, or to an Horse. 1711 
Steele Sped. No. 104 ? i, I should be glad if a certain 
Equestrian Order of Ladies . . would take this Subject Into 
their serious Consideration. 1741 Middleton Cicero (1742) 
I. iv. 273 The Equestrian races of the Circus. 1758 Johnson 
Idler No. 6 P4 Future candidates for equestrian glory. 1838 
Lytton Alice ii, vi. 81 Evelyn’s inexperience in equestrian 
matters. 1866 Edgar Runnymede (1870) 80 Their mettled 
palfreys, and their equestrian grace. 

2 . Mounted on a horse. Also of a portrait or 
statue : Representing a person on horseback. 

1711 Addison Sped. No. 59 p 4 The Antique Equestrian 
Statue of Marcus Aurelius. 1711-14 Spectator (J.), An 
equestrian lady appeared upon the plains. 1791 Cowper 
Odyss. hi. 22 Advance at once to the equestrian chief. 1840 
Dickens Bam. Rudge x, To sit for an equestrian portrait. 

3 . Rom. Ant. Of or pertaining to the order of 
Equites or Knights. 

1696 Kennett Ram.Antiq, n. iii. i. 97 One that had Four 
hundred [sestertia] might be taken into the Equestrian 
Order. 1781 Gibbon Decl. fr F. III. 241 Whatever might 
be the numbers, of equestrian, or plebeian rank, who per- 
ished in the massacre of Rome. 1879 Froude Cmsar viii. 
78 Cicero challenged his opponents . . to find a single in- 
stance in which an Equestrian Court could be found to have 
given a corrupt verdict. 

transf 1791 Burke App. Whigs Wks. 1808 VI. 237 A 
middle sort of men ; a sort of equestrian order. 

b. Hist. Of or pertaining to the ‘knightly 
order* in the states of the Holy Roman Empire. 

1684 Scanderbeg Rediv. iv. 64 Next day the Equestrian 
Order went to the House of Senators. 1711 Lond. Gas. 
No. 4930/1 The Deputies of the Equestrian Order, were to 
meetthere. 1845 S. Austin Ranke's Hist. Ref. III. 6i7The 
bishop, chapter and equestrian order, or nobles (Ritterschaft). 

B. sb. a. One who rides on horseback, b. 
One who publicly performs on horseback. 

1791 ‘ G. Gambado' Ann. Horsem. v. (1809) 87 Many of 
his Majesty's faithful subjects, whose occupations oblige 
them daily to figure as equestrians. x8x8 Scott Hrt. 
Midi, xiii, He stopped . - internally wishing no good to the 
panting equestrian. 1840 Barham Ingot. Leg., Spectre 
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EQUIDISTANT. 


EQUESTRIENNE. 

Tappmgion (1882) 336 Mr. Peters, .indifferent 'as an eques- 
trian, had acquired some fame as a whip. 2860 Emerson 
Cond, Life, Fate Wks. (Bohn) II. 328 As the equestrians 
in the circus throw themselves niinbiy from horse to horse. 
1873 H. Spencer Study Social, x. 243 The tracts for eques- 
trians having been from time to time increased. 

Hence f 33q,nestri&*iia ? nonce-wd. [f. as if Lat.], 
a female equestrian. Eque'strianLsm, the art or 
practice of riding: on horseback, Eques'trianis© 
v, intr., to act as an equestrian. Eq.xrestri.an- 
i:zlngr vbl. sb. 

2825 C. M. Westmacott Eng, Spy I. 197 See Mrs. M. a 
superb equestriana. 1873 Globe 5 Aug. , Dislike of eques- 
trianism. 1881 Morning Post 29 Sept. 5/4 Schule Reiterei 
. . or riding school equestrianism. 1887 Boston (Mass.) 
Jrnl 28 Nov. 2/1 Senator — and his daughters equestrianize 
about Washington daily. 1886 Blackie in Cassells Fam. 
Mag. Feb. 151 This habit of bracing equestrianising. 
Equestrienne. [pseudo-Fr. fem. of Eques- 
trian.] A horsewoman, female equestrian. 

1864 in Webster. 1888 G. C. Boase Ducrow in Diet. 
Nat. Biog, XVI. 97/x A well-known equestrienne. 

Eqni- (rkwi-), repr. L. sequi-, combining form 
of sequus equal, prefixed originally to words of 
Latin origin, as equiangular , but occasionally to 
those from other sources, as equi-balance. The 
majority of the words so formed are adjectives ; 
these are chiefly parasynthetic derivatives f. sbs. 
after the analogy of the simple adjs. ; in other 
instances the prefix has the advb. sense ‘equally, 
in an equal degree V Less frequently the prefix 
forms verbs and substantives. 

Erquijanliarmo'nic a. (see quot.) Hence E*qni- 
anharmo'mcally adv. £;qni j articulate a. , hav- 
ing equal joints with another. EqniTja lan.ee sb. 
= Equilibrium, + Eqnibalance v. Obs., to coun- 
terpoise, to constitute an equivalent to. E^qni- 
biradiate a., having two equal rays. Equi- 
cba ngeable a., equally varying. +Equich.ea-p- 
ness, the quality of being equally cheap. Equi- 

comvex a., having two convex surfaces presenting 
equal curves. Equicre scent a., increasing by 
equal amounts, having equal increments, f Equi- 
cu rve a. Obs., having an equal curve to (some 
other line). E^quidiagonal a., having the dia- 
gonals equal. Equidiirrual a. nonce-wd transl. 
Gr .Iffrjfttfnvbs- (see quot.). f E=qnidivi*sion, Obs., 
equal division, f E^qnidn Table a. Obs., equally 
durable. Eqnii e xcellency , the being equally ex- 
cellent. jSquigra'pMc, a. (see quot.). Equi- 
lo'bate a., equally lobate, Laving equal lobes, 
f EqTiilxrcent a. Obs. , shining with equal or even 
light. E*quiinome *ntal a. Physics , having equal 
moments of inertia about parallel axes, f Equi- 
ne 1 cessary a. Obs., needful in an equal degree. 
fEquimrinerally adv. Obs., in equal, i.e. cor- 
responding, numbers or feet. + Equinu *mer ant 
a. Obs,, having the same number, consisting of the 
samenumber, f E-'quioxnni 'potent a. Obs., equally 
all-powerful. Equipe*nsate v. Obs., to weigh 
equally ; to esteem alike. E-qmperio die a., hay- 
ing equal periods, Equipro*babilism, the doc- 
trine of the equiprobabilists. Equipro'babilist 
(see quot.). Equiprodu'cmg 1 a., equally pro- 
ducing ; producing an equal amount or crop. 
Eqtiixa’dial a., having equal radii. Equira- 
dical a., ‘ equally radical ’ (W,), E:quiseg- 
mental a. Math., having equal segments. Equi- 
si’zed a., equally sized, of equal size, f Equi- 
suffi’ciency nonce-wd., the being equally sufficient. 
E^quitangfential a., having a tangent equal to a 
constant line ; said of a certain curve. fEqui- 
tempora-neous a. Obs., performed in equal 
lengths of time. + EquivaTiant a. Obs., equally 
valiant ; of sufficient prowess. EquivaTue v. 
trans ., (a.) to value equally, put on a par; (b.) 
to equal in value. E quivalved a. Co?ick. (see 
quot.). f E:qTiivelo*city. Obs., equality in velo- 
city. Equivo-te, the event of an equal number of 
votes having been given on either side. 

1885 Leudesdorf Cremona's Prop. Geom. 55 If two ranges, 
each of four points, are projective, they . . are *equianhar- 
momc. 2852 Dana Crust. 11. 1131 The accessory branch is 
but little the shorter, nearly *equi-articulate. 1841 Black w. 
Mag. XLIX. 372 The sphere of Coreggio. .exemplified, the 
attempt to create an *equi-balance of the great elements of 
the constitution of man. 1665 Manley Grotius ' Low C. 
Warres 916, 500 Foot, or so many Ships, as should * equi- 
ballance that Number. 1675 J. Smith Chr. Relig . Appeal 
48 (L.), In Mahomet ..the passions of amorousness and 
ambition were almost equibalanced. a 1678 Woodhead 
Holy Living ( 1688) no Equiballancing to the other. 1800 
Sir W. Herschel in Phil. Tram , XC. 536 The propor- 
tional elevations which a set of *equi-changeable thermo- 
meters would experience. 1817 H. T. Colebrooke Algebra 
58 *Equidiagonal tetragons. 2612 Sturtevant Metallica 
(1854) 85 Equi-sufficiencie, *Equi-cheapness, Equi-excellency 
[are the lesser vertues of a deriuative Inuention], 2857 B. 
Price Infinitesimal Calculus I. 89 This variable . . I have 
ventured to call *Equicrescent. 2726 tr. Gregory's Astron. 
I. 1. 47 The Proportions., agree . . to this Curve, to which 


the Circle is *equicurve. 2762 tr. Smeltings Syst. Geog. 

I. Pref. 39 The radius of a circle aequicurve to the meridian. 
2858 Whewell Nov. Org. 262 (L.), The circle which the 
sun describes in his diurnal motion, when the days and 
nights are equal, the Greeks, called the ^equidiurnal. 1633 
Ames Agst. Cerent. 11. 174 That doeth not hinder a super- 
division, or *a;quidmsion, into common and speciall. 1686 
Goad Celesf. Bodies u. viii. 256 To ascribe a durable Con- 
stitution, or State of Air, to an *Equi-durable mover. 1612 
[see quot. for equicheap?tess\ *Equiexcellency. 1866 Proctor 
Handbk . Stars 22 The homolographic (or, as I 'prefer to 
call it, the *equigraphic) projection of maps : that is of the 
construction of maps in which all areas shall be correctly 
given. 2872 Nicholson Paheont. 325 Ganoids with hetero- 
cercal *equilobate tails. 2608 Sylvester Du Bartas 767 
Bee’t Cloudy, cleer, Eclipse, or night, or day, His lovely 
browes are *equilucent ay. 2882 J. Larmor in Nature 
XXIV. 605 The well-known property of *equi-momental 
ellipses. 1663 Butler Hud. 1. iii. 1034 For both to give 
blows and to carry, In fights are *equenecessary. 1640 J. 
Gower {titles, Ovid’s Festivalls, or Roman e Calendar; 
translated into English Verse *equinumerally. 1705 Ar- 
buthnot Coins (J.), This talent of gold, though not *equi- 
numerant, nor yet equiponderant, as to any other; yet "was 
equivalent to some correspondent talent in brass. 1797 J. 
Lawrence in Monthly Mag. (1818) XLVI. 214 That even 
abstract power appears to be limited by *equiomnipotent 
absurdity. 2692-1732 Coles, * Equipensate, weigh or es- 
teem alike. 2882 Minchin Unipl Kinemat. 10 Superposed 
*Equiperiodic Rectilinear Vibrations. 2817 H. T. Cole- 
brooke Algebra 74 Also in an *equi-perpendicular tetragon 
. . to find the area. 2888 Dublin Rev. Jan. 219 The con- 
test between probabilism and *aequiprobabilism has not 
been touched at all. 1882 Littledale in Encycl. Brit. 
XIV. 636 s.v. Liguori, ^Equiprobabilists, who teach that 
in a balance of opinion the less safe opinion maybe lawfully 
followed, provided it be as probable, or nearly as probable, 
as its opposite. 2846 Grote Greece n. vi. II. 537 Something 
approaching to *equi-producing lots for all. 2827 Coleridge 
Biog. Lit. 130 If we affirm of a circle that it is *equi-radial. 
2889 Everting Post 25 Jan. 1/4 The lady’s bicycle, which is 
built . . with *equi-sized. wheels. 1612 [see quot. for equi- 
cheapncss ] *Equi-sufficiency. 1715 De Moivre in Phil, 
Trans. XXIX. 334 The Curve AC B may.. he call’d the 
*Equitangential Curve. 1871 Olney Geom . xiii. 172 The. . 
Equitangential Curve is generated by the motion of a 
weight, etc. 1709 F. Hauksbee Phys. Meek. Exper. v. 
(1719} 197 Galileo’s famous Proposition, . about the *Equi- 
temporaneous Descents of heavy Bodies in the Chords of a 
Circle. 1579 J. Stubbes Gaping Gulf If ij b, The daughter 
. . shal haue much adoe to find *equiualiant champions. 
2803 W. Taylor in Robberds Mem. I. 470 He has the fault 
of all our antiquaries, to *equi value the noble and the rabble 
of authorities. 2865 F. Hall in Reader 14 Jan. 43/1 Any- 
thing adequate mounts up to; whereas that which is 
adequative simply equi values. 1836 Todd Cycl. Anal. 
I. 711 In a considerable number of species the two 
valves are alike, when the shell is said to be *equivalved. 
1662 Stillingfl. Orig. Sac?', in. ii. § 16 The *aequi-velocity 
of the motion of all Atoms ..which he likewise asserted. 
2745 Revised Charter Yale Coll, in Catal. Yale Univ. (1886) 
20 Where an *Equivote happens, the President shall have 
a casting Vote. 1888 A. P. Foster in Adxmnce (Chicago) 
1 Mar. 132 In an equi- vote the question shall determine on 
that side on which the presiding member shall have voted. 

Equiseval : see Equ^eval. 
t Equia'ilgle, a. and sb. Obs. [a. Fr . equi- 
angle , i. equi- Equi- + angle Angle.] 

A. adj. Having equal angles : = Equiangular. 

2570 Billingsley Euclid iv. ii. in* To describe a triangle 

equiangle vnto a triangle geuen. 2572 Digges Pantom. 
(1592) 5 They are termed Equiangle Polygons. 2611 Cotgr., 
Icosaedre. .consists of twentie equiangle triangles. 

B. sb. pi.. Equal angles. By equiangles : at 
right angles, 

2593 Norden Spec. Brit., M' sex. 1. xo It cutteth the same 
also by equiangles. 

+ Eq.Tlia*ngled, a. Obs. Also 7 eequi-. [f. as 
prec. -ed * ; cf. Angled.] * Equiangular. 

2660 T. Willsford Scales of Commerce 182 A triangle, 
equiangled with that of the Turrets shadow. 2672 Boyle 
Orig. Gems Wks. 1772 III. 534 Twelve sequilaterai and 
equiangled Pentagons. 1695 Alingham Geom. Epit. 75 
The triangles . . are equiangled. 

Equiangular (/~kvyd,3e’qgi«lai>, a. Geom. [f. 
Equi- + Angular.] Having equal angles. 

a. Having all its angles equal, b. Having 
angles respectively equal with those of another 
figure, or making equal angles with a line. Equi- 
angular spiral (see quot. 1884). 

2660 Barrow Euclid t. def. 28 b, An Equiangular or 
equal-angled figure is that whereof all the angles are equal. 
1721-1800 in Bailey. 2756 Simpson Euclid (Jod.), A circle 
may be inscribed in a given equilateral and equiangular 
quindecagon. 1786 Phil. Trans. LXXVI. 21 The method 
employed to make the threads of the screw equiangular 
with the axis. 1840 Lardner Geom . 119 Mutually equi- 
angular, and .. therefore similar. 2854 Woodward Mol- 
lusca 11, 223 Beak prominent, area equiangular. 1884 B. Wil- 
liamson Diff, Calculus xii. 223 In the logarithmic spiral . . 
the angle between the radius vector and the tangent is con- 
stant. On account of this property the curve is also called 
the equiangular spiral. 

Equiangularity (f:kwi t se:i]gi«lse*nti). [f. 
prec. + "Ity.J The condition or fact of being equi- 
angular. 

2855 H. Spencer Princ. Psychol. (1873) II. 54 The equi- 
lateralness of a triangle is known from its equiangularity. 

Equianharmonic, -articulate : see Equi-. 
Equiaxe (J'kwi|Seks), a. Crystallogr. [a. Fr. 
equiaxe, f. L. sequi- (see Equi-) + axis Axis.] 
Having equal axes. 

1810 J. T. in R isdon’s Surv. Devon Introd. 15 Some in equi- 
axe crystals have been found. 1827 R. Jameson Char. 


Min. 222 Equiaxe, when it has the shape of a rhomboid, in 
which the axis is equal to that of the primitive rhomboid. 

Equiaxed (z~kwi ( aekst), a. - prec. 

2869 Phillips V esuv. x. 272 Five types . . all parts of one 
equi-axed system. 

Equibalanee, -biradiate : see Equi- pref 
t E*quicerve. Obs. [ad. late L. equicerznis, f. 
L. cquus horse + cervus stag.] (See quots.1 
[1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. xvm. cx. (1495 851 In the 
londe of Perthes is a wylde cowe that hathe heer in her 
necke as an horse and is of the quantyte of an harte and 
therfore many men calle that cowe Equiceruus and suche 
a cowe is wythout homes.] 2572 Bossewell Ar movie 11. 
57 The fielde is Mercury, an Eqtiicerve, of the Moone. 
2688 R. Holme A rmoury n. 174/1 An Equicerve, or a Deer- 
Horse .. is a Beast in the Oriental Countreys having the 
body of a Horse with outward bended horns. 

Equichangeable, -cheapness, -convex, 
-crescent : see Equi- pref 
Equicmral J4wi, kru^-ral), a. Also 7-8 sequi-. 
[f. L. trquicrur-us (see next) -1- -al ; cf. Fr. equi- 
crural . ] Of a triangle : Having legs of equal 
length; isosceles. Of a cross: Having equal 
arms. 

2650 Sir T. Browne Pseud, Ef>. (ed. 2) 233 Draw lines from 
angle to angle, untill seven equicrural triangles be described. 
2656-C2 in Blount Glossogr, > 2762 Hamilton in Phil. 
Trans. LIII, 119 Let the aequic rural triangle A, B,C, re- 
present a wedge. 1843 Frase? J s flag. XXVII. 716 Pieces 
of masonry, in the form of an equicrural cross. 

t E'qnicrure, a. Obs. [ad. late L. mquicrur-us, 
utquicrur-ius, f. sequi- t^see Equi-) + criis, crur-is 
leg.] = prec. 

1644 Digby Nat. Bodies ix. (1658) 88 Let the Equicrure 
triangle be ABC: and from the point A, etc. Ibid. ix. 
(R. >, Consider the increase of an equicrure triangle. 2775 in 
Ash. 1847 in Craig; and in mod. Diets. 

Equicurve : see Equi- pref 
EqmdifFerent (zkwi|di*ferent), a. Also 8 
eequidifferent. [f. Equi- + Different.] 

X. Having equal differences ; arithmetically pro- 
portional. 

1695 Halley Easy Demonstr. Log. Tangents in Misc. 
Cur. (1708) II. 31 The Secants of sequidifferent Arches, 
2827 Hutton Course Math. I. 227 A Series of equidifferent 
Terms. 

2. Said of a crystal in which the numbers of the 
faces presented severally by the prism and by each 
summit, form a series in arithmetical progression, 
as 6, 4, 2. 

2817 R. Jameson Char. Min. 208 Equidifferent basaltic 
hornblend is a six-sided prism. 

Equidistance ukwi|di-stans). [a. Fr. equi- 
distance, f. Equidistant : see next] The fact of 
being equidistant. Also in phrase At equidistance 
w at equal distances. 

2629 Lightfoot Misc. 11 (T.i, From the equidistance of 
the letters and vowel, thej’- gather the distinction of the 
persons. 1649 Bp. Hall Cases Consc. (1650' 334 The col- 
lateral! equidistance of cousens german from the stock 
whence both descend, avqzx Keill tr. Maupertuis’ Diss. 
(1734) 35 The gravity of Bodies . . at equidistance from the 
Center of the Earth, is as their quantities of Matter. 1873 
Browning Red Cott. Night-c. 417 There lie, out-spread at 
equidistance, thorpes And villages and towns along the 
coast 

Equidistant (fkwi,di*stant), a. [a. Fr. equi- 
distant, ad. late L. sequidistant-em, f. sequi- (see 
Equi-) + distant-em standing apart, Distant.] 

1. Separated by an equal distance or equal dis- 
tances. Also fig. 

1593 Fale Dialling 14 Draw the line H. I. equidistant 
from A. B. or K. L. 1613 Donne Elegy Pr. Henry Poems 
(1650) 240 Quotidian things, and equidistant hence, Shut 
in, for man, in one circumference. 1646 Sir T. Browne 
Pseud. Ep. 293 They would be equidistant from that Tro- 
pick. 2796 Morse Amer. Geog. I. 590 The situation of 
this metropolis is . . equi-distant from the northern and 
southern extremities of the Union. 1817 Coleridge Biog. 
Lit. I. x. 178 My opinions . . were almost equi-distant from 
all the three prominent parties. 1869 Ouseley Counterp. 
xii. 54 The (4 parts should be kept . . equidistant. 

2. Always preserving the same distance (from 
another line, etc.) ; parallel. 

2570 Billingsley Euclid 1. def. 35 Parallel or equidis- 
tant right lines. 1635 N. Carpenter Geog. Del. 1. ix. 208 
It is contained betwixt two equidistant circles. 1657 S. 
Puhchas Pol. Flying-Ins. 195 The back . . hath several 
semicircular equidistant strakes down to the belly. 2805 
Repton Landsc. Gardening 88 The banks of a natural 
river are never equidistant. 2848 W. Bartlett Egypt to 
Pal, xL (1879) 240 I .. found the two lines everywhere 
equidistant. 

3. Equidistant projection : a mode of mapping 
a sphere, where the ‘centre of projection’ is one 
reached by producing the diameter by a line equal 
to half the chord of a quadrant of the sphere. 

1866 Proctor Handbk. Stars 20 The equidistant projec- 
tion. 1867 Denison Astron. without Math. 13. 

Hence Eqmdrstantly adv., so as to be equi- 
distant, at an equal distance, f Equidi stant- 
ness, = Equidistance. 

2571 Digges Pantom. 1. Def. Biiij a, Two right lines .. 
equedistantly placed. 1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. iv. 
v. 188 The Liver . . doth equidistantly communicate its 
activity unto either arme. 2859 Todd Cycl. Anat. V. 598/2 
These parts . . when spread out equidistantly from each 
other. 2873 Fergusson in Tristram Land of Mood? 377 The 
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heads of the arches spaced equidistantly with those on the 
flanks. 1736 Bailey, Equidistantness , a being equidistant. 

Equidiurnal, -division, -durable, -excel- 
lency: see Equi- pref 

Eqtdform (J’kwifpim), a. [ad. L. equiformis 
uniform, f. sequus equal + forma shape, figure.] 
Having one and the same shape or form. 

In mod. Diets. 

Equiformal (*kwi,fp*imal), a. [f. L. sequi- 
f or mis isee prec.) + -al.] = prec. 

1883 E. R. Lankester in Encycl. Brit. XVI. 660 The 
teeth being equi-formal. 

t Equifo*rmity. Obs. [f. Equiform + -itt.] 
Unilormity. 

1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ej>. igt There being in them 
[the heavens] . . a simplicity of parts, and equiformity in 
motion continually succeeding each other. 1721-1800 in 
Bailey. 1847 in Craig ; and m mod. Diets. 

Equigraphie : see Equi- pref 
Equijacent, a. [f. Equi- + L. jacentem, pr. 
pple. oijacere to lie.] 

1662 Salusbury Math. Coll. $ Trans. II. 334 All these 
parts of the Water are Equijacent, as being all equidistant 
from the Center of the World. 

t Equila'ter, a. and sb. Obs . Also 6 equi- 
iatre, 7 mquilater. [ad. Fr. equilatere, ad. late 
L. sequilater-us, f. sequi- (see Equi-) + latus, later-is 
side.] 

A. adj. Having equal sides. 

# 1570 Billingsley Euclid 1. def. 24 An equilatre triangle 
is that, which hath three equall sides. 1589 Puttenham 
Eng. Poesie 11. xi. (Arb.) 113 Of the square or quadrangle 
equilater. 1621 Burton Anat. Mel, in. i. in. i. 520 Faith 
and Hope, which with this our loue make, .an Jfequilater 
Triangle. . 1661 S. Partridge Double Scale Proport. 50 To 
find the side of an Equilater triangle. 1715 De Moivre 
in Phil. Trans . XXIX. 335 Let AHh be an Equilater 
Hyperbola. 

B. sb, a. Geom. A square or cube. b. Arith. 
A square or cube number. 

1614 T. Bedwell Nat. Geom. Numbers i. 4, 4 is a figurate 
equilater, and the side or roote of it is 2. 1636 Hartwell 

in Record Gr. Art es 560 An aequilater plaine is a number 
made by twoequall sides, or by any number multiplyed by 
it selfe. It is vulgarly called a square or quadrat. Ibid. 
570 An Equilater, is a number made by three equall sides, 
or by any number multiplyed by it selfe, and that product 
againe by the foresaid number. It is called an Equilater 
. .or Cube. 

Equilateral (Jkwijlse-teral), a. Also 6-7 
equilateral! , ( 7 eequi- ) . [ad. late L. sequilatcralis , 
f. sequi' (see Equi-) + laius, later-is side + -al.] 

Having all the sides equal. 

Equilateral arch : an arch, in which the chords of the 
sides form with the base an equilateral triangle. Equi- 
lateral hyperbola , one whose axes are equal. Equilateral 
shell , one in which a transverse line drawn through the 
apex of the umbo divides the valve into two equal and 
symmetrical parts. 

1570 Billingsley Euclid 1. i. 10 How to describe an equi- 
laterall triangle redily and mechanically. 1634 Sir T. 
Herbert Trav. 112 The Sepulchre of Maleck Bahamans 
beloued Queene - - ’tis of foure /Equilaterall squares, 
eleuated eight yards high of stone. 1727 Swift Gulliver m. 
ii. 185 A shoulder of mutton, cut into an equilateral tri- 
angle. 1824 Scott St. Ronan’s xv, A cocked hat of equi- 
lateral dimensions. 1848 Rickman A rchit. 88 The principal 
moulding of these doors has generally an equilateral arch. 
1851 Richardson Geol. viii. 232 The shell is consequently 
equilateral. 1869 Dunkin Midn. Sky 21 Denebola, Arcturus 
and Spica form very nearly an equilateral triangle. 1880 
C. Taylor A nc. Mod. Geom. Conics vi. 167 The Equilateral 
Hyperbola is . . also called Rectangular. 1885 Leudesdorf 
Cremona’s Proj. Geom. 269 If the hyperbola is equilateral 
. . the asymptotes are the only pair of tangents which cut 
at right angles. 

Hence Equila*teraHy adv., in an equilateral 
manner or form. 

1852 Dana Crust, n. 704 The posterior [epimeral] equi- 
lateral ly triangular. 

Equilibrant (fkwHibrant). Physics, [a. Fr. 
equilibrant, f. equilibrer, f. equilibre, ad. L. sequi- 
Itbrium.'] (See quot.) 

1883 Thomson & Tait Nat. Phil. § 558 Any system of 
forces which if applied to a rigid body would balance a 
given system of forces acting on it is called an equilibrant 
of the given system. 

t Equi li brate, tz. Obs. [ad. L. sequilzbrdt-us 
in equilibrium, pa. pple. of *sequilibrdre, f. sequi- 
(see Equi-) + libra balance.] Equally balanced. 

1695 Phil. Trans. XVII. 810 Next for the Earth, Plato 
says it was equilibrate without Inclination. 

E qnilxbrate (Jkwi ilsrbr^t), v. Also 8 sequi- 
librate. [f. late L. sequilibrat- ppl. stem of *sequi- 
llbrare : see prec.] 

1. trans. To bring into or keep in a state of equi- 
poise or equilibrium; to balance. Also const, with. 

1635 N. Carpenter Geog. Del. 1. iii. 67 An iron-wire or 
needle, first equilibrated, and then stirred vp by the load- 
stone. 1713 Derham Phys. Theol. v. ii. 327 The Shoulders, 
Arms, and Sides aequilibrated on one Part. 1733 Arbuth- 
not Air (J.), The bodies of fishes are equilibrated with the 
water in which they swim. 1844 De Quincey Logic Pol. 
Econ. 230 To equilibrate the supply with the demand. 
i860 Adm. Fitz-Roy in Merc. Mar. Mag. VII. 356 It must 
go to equilibrate the atmosphere. 1872 Contemp. Rett. XX, 
99 He may wisely try to equilibrate his impulses. 

2, To be in equilibrium with ; to counterpoise, 
balance. 


2829 Nat. Philos., Mechanics m. ii. 10 (Usef. Knowl. Soc.), 
The weight which equilibrates that of the body. 1865 
Spectator 4 Feb. 1 17 The excise duty on English malt is 
supposed to equilibrate the import duty on foreign malt. 
1870 R. M. Ferguson Electr . 122 The two forces would 
equilibrate each other. 

0. absoL and intr. To be in a state of equili- 
brium ; to balance. Const, z ml A. 

1829 Nat. Philos., Mechanics iii. ii. 10 (Usef, Knowl. Soc.), 
This weight will equilibrate with that of the body. 1830 
Kater & Lardn. Meek. x. 129 The forces neutralise each 
other and mutually equilibrate. 2862 F. ^ Ball Hindu 
Philos. Syst. 17 When virtue and sin equilibrate, one in- 
herits humanity. 2882 E. A. Douglas in Nature XXV. 
504 In order that solar gravity and centrifugal force may 
equilibrate. 

Hence Equilrbrated, Eqnili-brating ppl. ad/s. 

2664 Power Exp. Philos, m. 261 It will acquire so strong 
a Magnetism . . that it will . . turn an equilibrated Needle. 
2816 J. Smith Panorama Sc. $ Art I. 230 To explain the 
nature of the equilibrated arch. 1761 Earl Pembroke 
Equitation (1778) 26 By a proper equilibrating position of 
the body. 1797 T. Jefferson Writ. (1859) IV. 156 An 
equilibrating power against the fecundity of generation. 
2882 Minchin Unipl. Kinemat. 25 An equilibrating system 
of forces. 

Equilibration (Fkwi,bibr*ijbn). Also 7-8 
sequilibrat ion. [f. as prec. : see -atioist.] The 
action of bringing into or keeping in equilibrium ; 
the state or condition of being evenly balanced. 
Applied both to material and immaterial things. 
Const to, with. Arch of equilibration (see quot.). 

2612 Brerewood Lang. <$* Relig. xiv. 149 And so the 
opposite halfs of the earth, .be brought on all sides, about 
the center, unto a perfect equilibration. 162$, Jackson 
Creed v. vii, Wks. IV. 60 Simple Atheism consists in an 
equilibration of the mind. 1664 Power Exp. Philos . n. 102 
It comes to an equilibration with those circumjacent 
Bodies. 2731 Johnson Rambler No. m T’ 3 Drowsy equi- 
librations of undetermined counsel. 1772 Hutton Bridges 
16 ABCD shall be an arch of equilibration, or be in equi- 
librium in all its parts. 1819 Playfair Nat. Phil. I. 147 
An arch, of which the parts balance one another in this 
manner [by their weight only], is called an Arch of Equi- 
libration. 1869 Tyndall in Forin. Rev. Feb. 228 The 
position of every atom . . is determined by the equilibration 
of these two forces. 

Equilibratory (zkwiibrbratari), a. [f. as 
prec. + -ory.] Tending to produce equilibrium. 

2875 Jevons Money) (1878) 139 A compensatory or, as I 
should prefer to call it, equilibratory action, goes on under 
the French currency law. 

f Equili bre. Obs . Also 8 equiliber. [a. F. 
equilibre, ad. L. sequilibrium : see Equilibrium.] 

1. = Equilibrium. 

1622-31 Laud Semi. (2847) 10 4 The earth itself, that hath 
but one ‘ pillar’, and that is the poise and equilibre of the 
centre. . 2762 Earl Pembroke Equitation (1778) 17 The 
true principles of equilibre and ease. 2772 Barrington in 
Phil. Trans. LXII. 326 She at last taught herself the proper 
equilibre of the body. . 2777 Simpson Baratariana (ed. 3) 
25 note. The power a bird has of preserving its equiliber i.i 
the air. 1802 Paley Nat. Theol. ix. (1819) m It is by the 
equilibre of the muscles . . that the head maintains its erect 
posture. 

2. A balancing feat. 

2769 Public Advertiser 13 Mar. 4/2 The amazing Monkey 
. . that goes thro* his Equilibres on the tight. .Rope. 

Equilibria! (Jkwi t li*brial), a. [f. Equilibri- 
um 4 - -al.] Of or pertaining to equilibrium ; con- 
structed on the principle of equilibrium. 

1772 Hutton Bridges 79 The elliptical arch seems, .fittest 
to be substituted instead of the equilibria! one. 

Equilibriate (zkwiilrbri,*it), v. [f. as prec. 
+ -ate 3.] = Equilibrate. Hence Equilrbriated 
ppl. a. 

1649 0 . Daniel Trinarch Rich. //, exxx, T’ Equilibriate 
his Fame To all the Glories of his Crowne and Name. 1870 

E. L. Gakbett in Eng. Mech. 12 Mar. 624/2 An equilibriated 
earth would have, .a permanent high water. 2882 Know- 
ledge 4 Aug. i6r If one be at a higher potential than the 
other, a current will pass through the conductor, and so 
equilibriate the two potentials. 

Equilibriotis (fkwi,li*bri9s), a. Also 7-S 
teqnilibrious. [f. Equilibri-um + -ous.] That 
is in a state of equilibrium; evenly balanced. 
Also const, to. 

1643 Oath Pacif. 29 Our successe hath hitherto been so 
equilibrious, that we have no reason to presume. 1653 H. 
More Conject. Cabbal. (2662) 116 The Bodies of the Inhabit- 
ants are aequilibrious to the Region, and do not sink by 
any ponderosity. 1703 S. Morland hx Phil. Trans. XXIII. 
1326 A sort of .Equilibrious disposition of the Fluids, and 
Muscular parts. ^ 1795 Wythes Decis. Virginia 48 The 
evidence of* priority had seemed otherwise equilibrious. 

Hence t Hquili-briously adv. Obs., in an equi- 
librious or well-balanced manner. 

2664 H. More Myst. Iniq. 313 At first he might wear his 
Horns somewhat equilibriously. 1682 Sir T. Browne Chr. 
Mor. (17.56) 58 Wherein falsehood and truth seem almost 
aequilibriously stated. 1847 i n Craig ; and in mod. Diets. 

Equilibrist (fkwrlibrist, ? i*kwi,lrbrist). [a. 

F. equilibrists, f. equilibre : see Equilibre.] One 
who is skilled in feats of 4 balancing’ ; esp. a rope- 
walker, acrobat. 

1760 Mohthly Rev. Aug. 163 Qualifications . . judged 
necessary to constitute an equilibrist. 2801 Strutt Sports <$• 
Past. iii. v. 200 A monkey has lately performed there, both 
as a rope-dancer and an equilibrist. 2841 Catlin N. A mer. 
Ind. (1844) II. Ii. 238 If he be not an experienced equilibrist, 
he is sure to get two or three times soused. 2862 Illust . 


EQUIlaIBBIEE* 

Land. News 24 Aug. 193/3 The daring equilibrist began 
her exhibition of skill. 

Hence E^quilibri-stic a., of, pertaining to, or 
characteristic of, an equilibrist. 

2882 Standard 24 Jan., Equilibristic performances. 2884 
L'paol Mercury 22 Oct. 5/8 Miss Henrietta on a single wire 
gives a clever ‘ equilibristic ' entertainment. 

Equilibrity (fkwi,li’bnti). [ad. L. mquiltbri- 
tas,f. sequillbris equally balanced, f. sequus equal + 
libra balance.] The state or condition, of being 
equally balanced ; equilibrium. 

2644 1 Jig by Nat. Bodies xix. (2658) 209 The weight of the 
other side, .drew it the other way, and in this manner kept 
it in equilibrity. 2722-2800 in Bailey. 2847 in Craig; 
and in mod. Diets. 

Eq uilib ri um (fkwi|lrbri£m). Also 7-9 
sequilibrium. [a. L. equilibrium, f. seqtius equal 
+ libra balance ] 

1. In physical sense : The condition of equal 
balance between opposing forces; that state of 
a material system in which the forces acting upon 
the system, or those of them which are taken into 
consideration, are so arranged that their resultant 
at every point is zero. 

A body is said to be in stable equilibrium, when it returns 
to its original position after being disturbed ; in unstable 
when it continues to move in the direction given to it by 
the disturbing force ; in neutral, when it remains stationary 
in its new position. 

1660 Boyle New Exp. Phys. Mech. i. 36 The pressure on 
all hands being reduced as it were to an /Equilibrium. 2697 
Phil. Trans. XIX. 446 The Fluids, pressing equally and 
easily yielding to each other, soon restore the /Equilibrium. 
1796 Atwood Floatation ibid. LXXXVL 51, 1st. The 
equilibrium of stability. .2dly. The equilibrium of instability 
.. 3dly. The equilibrium of indifference. 2830 Herschel 
Stud. Nat. Phil. 222 Thereby to maintain equilibrium. 
2838 J. Grant Sk. Lond. 299 Trying how fast they could 
run down [the hill] without losing their equilibrium, i860 
Mill Repr. Govt. (1865^ 6/1 A government so situated is in 
the condition called in mechanics unstable equilibrium, like 
a thing balanced on its smaller end. 1879 tr. De Quatre- 
f ages’ Hum. Species 4 In the crystal once formed, the 
forces remain in a state of stable equilibrium. 

b. Equilibrium of temperature : see quot. 

I 794 J- Hutton Philos. Light , etc. 91 The supposed state 
of a perfect equilibrium, or equal temperature among bodies. 
1871 B. Stewart Heat § 12 Two bodies may be said to be 
in a state of equilibrium of temperature with each other 
when if shaken together they neither change their state 
with respect to heat, nor, etc. 

2. The state of equal balance between powers of 
any kind ; equality of importance or effect among 
the various parts of any complex unity. 

1677 Govt. Venice 80 So to balance their [the Spaniard 
and the French] Power, as to keep both in an Equilibrium. 
1742 Middleton Cicero {1742) I. Pref. 38 [The two Gracchi] 
had in great measure overturned that sequilibrium of power 
in the Republic, in which its peace and prosperity depended. 
2773 Observ. State Poor 80 A destruction of the equilibrium 
of population, by a defection of inhabitants from one county 
to another. 2840 Macaulay Ranke Ess. 1851 II. 144 The 
war which followed was a war for the equilibrium of Eu- 
rope. 187a R. F. Weymouth Euph. 4 Of such equilibrium 
and symmetry in antithesis every page of the Euphues 
furnishes examples. 

b. The condition of suspense or uncertainty 
produced by equality in the force of opposing 
influences ; neutrality of judgement or volition. 

1685 Sharp Doubting Conscience 4 There is an end of 
the Doubt or /Equilibrium. 2754 Edwards Freed, Will i. 
i. 4 Where there is absolutely no preferring or chusing, but 
a perfect continuing Equilibrium there is no Volition. 1794 
Paley Evid. in. viii. (1827) 372 That indifferency and sus- 
pense, that waiting and equilibrium of the judgement. 2876 
E. White Life in Christ 1. vii. 74 This is the infidelity of 
persons.. who pass their lives in a state of equilibrium or 
indifference. 

c. Well-balanced condition of mind or feeling. 
1608 J. King Serm. St. Mary’s 26 Salomon a man in the 

perfut sequilibrium and stablest state of his age. 1874 Farrar 
Christ II. 45 In this outward activity, she lost the necessary 
equilibrium of an inward calm. 1875 Hamerton Intell. 
Life x. ix. 384 It is best to preserve our minds in a state of 
equilibrium. 

3. The Lat. in equilibria 4 in equilibrium ’ appears 
usually with anglicized spelling {equi-). (The 
Latin ablative in this phrase was formerly some- 
times treated as an Eng. word ; hence such ex- 
pressions as in perfect equiUhriod) 

1650 Bulwer Anthropomet. 229 When the body is erect 
and^ in equilibrio. 1683 Pettus Fleta Min. 1. (1686) 150 
Weigh it.. until the Ballance standeth even in /Equihbrio. 
1709 Prior Poems, Ladle 45 Is it in equilibrio, If deities 
descend or no? Then let the affirmative prevail, As requisite 
to form my tale. 1755 Gentl. Mag. XXV. 264 Being at the 
vernal equinox in an equilibrio, 1798 T. Jefferson Writ. 
(1859) TV. 231 The fate of Sprigg’s resolutions seems in 
perfect equilibrio. 1868 Rogers Pol. Econ. xv. (ed. 3) 209 
These bills . . may exactly balance between country and 
country. In such a case,, the trade between the two coun- 
tries is said to be in equilibrio. 

4. attrib. 

1874 Knight Diet. Mech., Equilibrium-valve . . having a 
pressure nearly equal on both sides. 2880 Haughton Phys . 
Geog. iii. 92 The point of equilibrium temperature, which 
is the Fahrenheit zero. 

Equilibrize (akwrlibraiz), v. [f. Equilibri- 
um + -IZE.] trans. To bring to an equilibrium; 
to balance, counterpoise. Hence Equi'librized 
ppl. a ., well-balanced, tranquil. 
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EQUIP. 


EQUILIBEOUS. 

1833 New Monthly Mag. XXXVII. 139 The fear of loss 
in one quarter should be equilibrized by_ the certainty^ of 
gain in another, 1889 Blachw. Mag. CX.LVL 742/1 The 
horde of savages who broke in upon her equilibrised society. 

i* E^mli brous. Obs. [f. L. mquilibris (see 
Equilibiuty) + -OUS.] — Equilibriums. 

3652 Sparke Prim. Devot. (1663)434 In matters of moment 
that are sequilibrous. 1658 J. Robinson Eudoxa viii. 46 
In some [bodies}* there need but a small moment to make 
them equilibrous with the Water. 

Equilobate, -lucent, -momenta! : see Equi-. 
Equimultiple > zkwijmtf-ltip’l), a . and sb. [ad. 
mocLL. sequimultiplcx, f. sequi- (see Equi-) + mul- 
tiplex Multiple.] 

f A .adj. That contains a number or quantity 
the same number of times that a third quantity 
contains a fourth. Obs. 

1656 Hobbes Six Lessons Wks. 1845. VII. 240 The ante- 
cedents are of their consequents . . equimultiple, 

B. sb. One of a set of numbers or quantities 
which each contain some other number or quantity 
the same number of times. Chiefly pi. 

[1570 Billingsley Euclid n. i. 63 Numbers that are eque- 
multiplices to one and the selfe same number.] 1660 Bar- 
row Euclid v. iv, Take I and K the equimultiples of E 
and F. 1793 T. Beddoes Math. Evid. 78 Take^ certain 
equimultiples of the first and third. 1817 H. T. Cole- 
brooke Algebra 162 The quotient will be an equimultiple 
of the dividend. 1878 Gurney Crystallogr. 19 Magnitudes 
and their equimultiples have the same ratios to one another. 

t Equrnal, a. Obs. Also 7 equinall. [f. L. 
equin-us (see Equine) + -al.] = Equine. 

1609 Heywood Brit. Troy xv. xxxiii, Chalchas deuisede 
the high Equinall pile. 1635 — Hierarch, m. 139 The 
Shape Equinall doth his speed imply. 1839 J. Iaylor 
Poems Sf Tr and. 201 The Quirinal Feasts (the Equirinal, 
Equinal or Horse Festival) were in honour of the constel- 
lation Pegasus. 

Equine (z ’kwain), a. [ad. L. equinus , f. eqmts 
horse.] Of, pertaining to, or resembling a horse. 

1778 Learning at a Loss II. 7, I .. made some feeble 
Efforts towards entering into an equine Conversation. 
1801 J. Barrow 7'rav. S. Africa I. iv. 260 It [the gnoo] 
partakes of the horse, the ox, the stag, and the antelope : 
the shoulders, body, thighs, and mane, are equine ; the 
head completely bovine. 1830 L. Hunt Autobiog. II. x. 
41 His laugh was equine. x86z Lowell Biglow P. Ser. it. 
55 The mule is apt to forget all but the equine side of his 
pedigree. 1879 C. Macdonald Sir Gibbie II. xiii. 230 It 
brought a lusty equine response from the farm. 

b. In nonce-use as sb. A horse. 

1883 Harper's Mag. Nov. 904/2 The contests were, .more 
tightly fought out than by the trotting equines. 

Equinecessary : see Equi- pref. 

EoLuinity (zkwkmti). rare. [f. prec- + - ity.] 
Equine nature or character. 

1829 Landor hnag. Com. (1846) II. 18 He also, pricked 
up his ears, and gave sundry other tokens of equinity. 

Eq uin octial (ek-, fkwin^-kjal), a. and sb. 
Forms: 4-7 equinoctial!, (4 equynoxial, 5 
equinocciaile, 6 -ccyall, 6-8 8equinoetial(l, 7, 
9 equinoxial(l, 6- equinoctial, [ad. L. sequi- 
noctialis , f, sequinoctium Equinox. Cf. Fr. equi- 
noxiaL] 

A. adj. 1 . Pertaining to a state of equal day 
and night. Equinoctial line, circle (in Milton equi- 
noctial road), the celestial or terrestrial equator. 
Cf. B. 1 and 2. Equinoctial point** Equinox 2. 

^1391 Chaucer Astral. 11. § 25 Tak his nethere elonga- 
cioun lengthing fro the same equinoxial lyne. <n$xx"x£jj 
Eng. Bk.AmerJ A rb.) Introd. 29/2 So haue we say led ouer 
f ' hnie equinocciall. 1549 Compl. Scot. vi. (1872) 49 There 
IS ane vthir circle of the spare, callit the circle equinoctial, 
xssi Robinson tr. More's tfiop. tArb.) 31 For vnder the line 
equinoctiall . . lyeth . . great, and wyde desertes. 1656 tr. 
Hobbes’ Elem. Philos, (1839) 428 The diurnal revolution is 
from the motion of the earth, by which the equinoctial 
circle is described about it. .1667 Milton P. L. X. 67280m 
say the Sun Was bid turn Reines from th’ Equinoctial Rode. 
1726 tr. Gregory’s Astron. 1 . 11. 305 To determine the Places 
of the Stars in respect of the Equinoctial and Solstitial 
Points. 1818 Jas. Mill Brit. India 1 . 11. ix, 420 The. origin 
of the Indian zodiac did not coincide with the equinoxial 
point. 1837 Brewster Magnet. 238 The magnetic equator 
will meet the equinoctial line only in two points. 

2 . Pertaining to the period or point of the equi- 
nox. Equinoctial colure : see Colure, f Equi- 
noctial day : a normal day of 1 2 hours, f Equi- 
noctial hour : an hour of normal length, Equi- 
noctial month', a month which includes one of 
the equinoxes, f Equinoctial spring', the vernal 
equinox. 

1570-87 Holinshed Scot. Chron. (x8o6) II. 58 After the 
equinoctiall spring.. 1594 Blundevil Exerc. n. (ed. 7) xi6, 
Six houres, which is the one halfe of an Equinoctiall day. 
1635 N. Carrenter Geog. Del. 1. v. 104 The excesse of the 
greatest and longest day aboue the equinoctiall day. 1646 
Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. vi. vii. 309 Marcus Varro .. ex- 
posed! his farme unto the equinoxiall ascent of the Sunne. 
*775 Adair Amer. Ind. 77 The two Jewish months just 
mentioned, were aequinoctial. 

b. Happening at or near to the time of the 
equinox ; said esp. of the ‘ gales ’ prevailing about 
the time of the autumnal equinox. 

X792 A need. W. Pitt III. xliii. 151 At last will come your 
equinoctial disappointment. 1795 Ld. Lyndhurst Let. in 
Sir T. Martin Life 38 Many vessels have lost their anchors 
in this, I may call it, equinoctial gale. x8xx Wellington in 


Gurw. Disp. VIII. 269 Till the equinoctial rains have filled 
the Tagus. 1863 Livingstone Zambesi xix. 369 And the 
equinoctial gales made it impossible for us to cross to the 
eastern side. 

3 . Of or pertaining to the equinoctial (see B. 
1, 2) ; = Equatorial, a. Pertaining to, or having 
reference to, the equator as a circle of the celestial 
or terrestrial sphere. Equinoctial dial : see quot. 
1751. b. Pertaining to the regions adjacent to the 
terrestrial equator. 

*594 J« Davis Seaman’s Seer. (1607) 3 Therefore those 
that trauail must either vse the Globe or an Equinoctiall 
dia.ll. 1667 Milton P. L. ii. 637 As when farr off at Sea a 
Fleet descri’d Hangs in the Clouds, by ./Equinoctial Winds 
Close sailing from Rengala. 1684 T. Burnet Th. Earth 
169 The polar parts sinking into the abyss, the middle or 
aequinoctial parts still subsisted. 1703 Moxon M ech. Exerc. 
319 The Center of the Equinoctial Semi-circle. 2731 Cham- 
bers Cycl. s.v. Dial , Equinoctial Dial is that described on 
an equinoctial plane, or a plane representing that of the 
equinoctial. 1770 Goldsm. Des, Fill. 419 Where equi- 
noctial fervours glow. 18x6 Kirby & Sp. Entomol. (1843) 
I. 209 The warmer parts of equinoctial America, i860 tr. 
Hart wig’s Sea g Wond. i. 13 The equinoctial ocean. 

B. sb. 1 . The celestial equator : so called be- 
cause, when the sun is on it, the nights and days 
are of equal length in all parts of the world. 

c 1386 Chaucer Nun’s Pr. T. 36 By nature knew he ech 
ascencioun Of equinoxial. 1527 R. Thorne in Hakluyt 
Voy. (15891 252 All other lands that are vnder and neere the 
Equinoctiall. 1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Fp. II. iii. 70 
He affirmeth that Biarmia. .hath the pole for its Zenith and 
Equinoctiall for the Horizon. 1774 Goldsm. Nat. Hist. 
(1862) I. xvi. 92 At Tonquin. .there is no tide at all, when 
the moon is near the equinoctial, 1833 Herschfl Astron. 
i. 58 They term the equator of the heavens the equinoctial. 
1854 Moseley Astron. ix. (ed. 4) 43 The distance of the 
star from the equinoctial., is called the Declination of the 
star. 1869 Dunkin Midn. Sky 133 The Ecliptic is inclined 
to the equinoctial at an angle of 23 0 28'. 

2 . The terrestrial equator. Now rare. 

1584 Calendar St. Papers 103-4 Any parts between the 
Equinoctial and the North Pole. 1634 Sir T. Herbert 
7'rav. 5 Nor is this weather rare about the /Equinoctiall. 
1657 Evelyn Mem . (1857) 1 . 33 ^ Dorn in the Caraccas, 1000 
miles south of the equinoctial. 1784 Burke Sp. agst. W. 
Hastings Wks. XIII. 155 As if, when you have crossed the 
equinoctial, all the virtues die. 1813 Eustace Classical 
Tour (t82x) III. 130 Cities that lie between them and the 
equinoctial. 

b. tramf. and Jig. (humorously.) 
x6oi Shaks. Twel. N. 11. iii. 24 Passing the Equinoctial 
of Queubus. 1609 Dekker Gull’s Horne. bit. 127 If he sit 
but one degree towards the equinoctial of the saltcellar. 
17x3 Birch Guardian No. 36 Started a conceit at the equi- 
noctial, and pursued it through all the degrees of latitude. 

f 3 . — Equinox. Obs. 

1432-30 tr. Higden 1 Rolls) I. 325 From the equinocciaile 
of Ver on to the equinocciaile of lierveste. 1549 Compl. 
Scot. vi. (1872 1 56 Quhen ther multipleis ane grit numir of 
sternh in the equinoctial of Libra . . at that tyme ther 
occurris grit tempestis. 1665 Manley Grot ins’ Low C. 
Warres 413 There are scarce fifty dayes of ours, at the 
greatest time of heat, before the latter Equinoctial. 
fig. 1618 Donne Serm. cxlv. V. 591 This day was a 
holy Equinoctial and made the day of the Jews and the day 
of the Gentiles equal. 

4 . An equinoctial gale. 

1748 Richardson Clarissa (1811) VIII. 260 The equi- 
noctials fright me a little. x88o Black White Wings II. 
70 It is a shame he should be cheated out of his thunder- 
storm. But we have the equinoctials for him, at all events. 

Equmoctially (ek-, zkwin^kjali), adv. In 
7 eequinoxially. [f. as prec. + -LY 2 .] In the 
direction of the equinoctial or equator. 

1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. II. ii. 60 /Equinox! ally, 
that is toward the Easterne or Westerne points. 

.+ Ec^uinO'Ctiail. Obs. rare. In 7 esq-. [?f, as 

prec. + -an; but cf. next] = Equinox i. 

1627 May Lucan x. 264 Nor is [Nile] confin’d within his 
bankes againe Till the Autumnal aequinoctian. 
i’Eqmnoxticmu Obs. In 5 equinoccion. [a. 
OF. equinoction , as if ad. L. *sequinoction-e??L — 
sequinoctium .] = Equinox i. 

1483 Catk.Angl. xi 6 Equinoccion, equvioctium , equidimn. 

t Eq,uino*ctional, a. [as if f. L. *a>quinoc- 
tio?i-em (see prec.) + -al.] = Equinoctial. Hence 
Eqnino-ctionally adv., in the direction of the 
equinoctial. 

1658 Sir T. Browne Hydriot. <$• Gard. Cyrus 61 The 
floure twists /Equinoctionally from the left hand to the 
right, according to the dayly revolution. 

|| Eq^inoctilim. Obs. rare. PI. equinoctia, 
■ums. Also 5 equenoxium, 6-7 seqninoetiiim. 
[L. sequinoctium , f. sequus equal + nox, noctis 
night] Equinox ; (the original form in which the 
word was adopted). 

c 14.00 Maundev. xvii. (1839) *83 [At Jerusalem] . , a spere 
that is pight in to the erthe, vpon the hour of mydday whan 
it i$ Equenoxium . . scheweth no schadwe, 1563 Shuts 
Archit. B iij b, He should directly know, .that, whiche they 
call Equinoctium, and Solsticium. 1607-12 Bacon Ess. 
Sedit. <4 Troub. (Arb.) 390 Natural Tempestes are greatest 
about the aequinoctia. a x6z$ Fletcher Nice Valour 1. i. 
Give me a man . . Has a good stroke at tennis . . Can play 
at sequinoctium with the line. 1688 R. Holme Armoury 
ip 16 The Colure of the Equinoctiums or equinoxes. 

B^TUHOS: (?'k-, e'kwinpks). Also 6-7 equi- 
noxe, 6 eequinoxe, 7-8 sequinox. [ad. (di- 
rectly or through OF. equinoxe) L. sequinoctium 


(in the Middle Ages spelt equinoxiuvPs equality 
between day and night, f. sequi- (see Equi-) + 
nod- stem of nox night. 

The late L. sequinox adj. (f. as sequinoctium) used also as 
sb. in the sense ‘ equinoctial point or sign though not the 
source of the word as now used, seems to occur in the quot. 
from Chaucer under 2.] 

1. One of the two periods in the year when the 
days and nights are equal in length all over the 
earth, owing to the sun’s crossing the equator. 
Hence, the precise moment at which the sun 
crosses the equator. 

The vernal or spring equinox is at present on the 20 March, 
and the autumnal on the 22 or 23 September. Just before 
the reformation of the calendar they were 11 days earlier. 

1588 A. King tr. Canisvus ’ Catech. H j, To tak away "y* 
ten dayes quhairby y-’ eequinoxe of springe tyme had 
passeit y ' dew tyme. 1664 Power Exp. Philos, m. 149 It 
is eight dayes more from the Vernal to the Autumnal 
Aequmox, then it is from the Autumnal to the Vernal 
again. 1692 Bentley Boyle Led. 261 The months of March 
and September, the two aequinoxes of our year, are the 
most windy and tempestuous. 1726 tr. Gregory’s Astron. 

I. 246 That he might .. bring the Equinox to its former 
place, ten Days were suppressed in the Month of October, 
in the Year 1582. 1789 T. Jefferson Writ, ( 1859) HI. 88, 

I should put off my departure till after the equinox. 1838 
Emerson Milton Wks. (Bohn) HI. 296 He believed his 
poetic vein only flowed from the autumnal to the vernal 
equinox.^ 1842 Tennyson Will Waterproof xxx, Live long, 
nor feel in head or chest Our changeful equinoxes. 1849 
Mrs. Somerville Connex. Phys. Sc. xiii. 105 At the time 
of the equinoxes, .the sun’s declination is zero. 

attrib. 1643 Lightfoot Glean. Ex. 20 That began ., 
from the Equinox day. 

b. The condition of having the days and nights 
of equal length. Also fig. 

1604 Shaks. Oth. n. iii. 129 [His vice is] to his vertue, a 
iust Equinox, The one as long as th’ other. 1696 Whiston 
Th. Earth 1. (1722) 58 There must be a perpetual Equinox, 
or equality of Day and Night, through the whole Planet. 
1698 Keill Exam. Th. Earth (1734) 229 Then the Earth 
had a perpetual Equinox and unity of Seasons. 

2 . One of the two points at which the sun’s path 
crosses the Equator, described technically as the 
first points in Aries and Libra. Formerly also 
used loosely for the region of the ecliptic adjacent 
to these points. Precession of the equinoxes (see 
Precession). 

c 1391 Chaucer Astral, r. § 17 And ther-fore ben tbise two 
signes [Aries & Libra] called the equinoxiis [ed. 1560 equi- 
noctes]. 1594 Blundevil Exerc. 149a, The beginning of 
Aries, which is called the vernal Equinoxe. 1635 N. Car- 
penter Geog. Del. 1. v. 103 If . . in any oblique Horizon, 
there should bee an equinoxe, it could no wise bee in the 
middle time betwixt the two Solstices. 1726 tr. Gregory’s 
Astro?i. I. 418 The true and imaginary Sun will be equally 
distant from both Equinoxes. 

f 3 . = Equinoctial line or Equator. Obs. 

1579 Fenton Guicciard. vi. (1599) 252 The lies of Cape 
Verde . . are distant fourteene degrees from the Equinox. 
1697 Dampier Voy. (1698) I. iv. 90 To the North of the 
Equinox.. in these Seas, I never saw any [Seals]. 1728 
Earbery tr. Burnet’s St. Dead II. 45 The true Fertility 
that brings Corn to a Masculine Perfection is in Countries 
far from the Equinox. 

f 4 . An equinoctial gale. Obs. rare. 

1687 Dryden Hind <$• P. hi. 5041'he wind, ’tis true, Was 
somewhat high, but that was nothing new, Nor more than 
usual equinoxes blew. 

Equ inumerally, -numerant, -omnipo- 
tent: see Equi- pref 

Equip (Hcwi-p), v. Also 6 eskippe, esquippe, 
7 equippe, (8 aequip), 8 aphet. ’quip. [a. Fr. 
equipe-r, esquipe-r (whence Sp., Pg. esquipar\ 
prob. ad. ON. skipa to man (a vessel), fit up, 
arrange, prob. f. skip ~ Ship. 

The Fr. word in the sense 'to equip* is app. not recorded 
before 16th c. ; but it must have existed much earlier, at 
least in AFr. and Norman Fr. ; cf. AF. eskipeson equipment 
(14th c.) and med.L. eschipare to man a vessel (M. Paris 
13th cA The OF. esquiper> eschiper 1 to put or go on board 
a ship’, ‘to put out to sea’, is perh. a different word, but 
must ultimately be f. ON. or OS. skip ship.] 

1 . trans. To fit out (a ship). 

1580 Baret Alv. E 340 Esquippe , or furnishe ships with 
all ablements. 1583 Stanyhurst Mneis 1. (Arb.) 36 lie ye 
man, esquipping youre ships with furniture aptlye. 1698-9 
Ludlow Mem. 1. 333 (R. ) The States General gave orders 
for equipping a considerable fleet. 1748 Anson’s Foy.n.x . 
246 Equipping the ship for these two different voyages. 
1837 Thirlwall Greece IV. xxxi. 184 Antiphon, .had equipt 
two galleys at his own expense. 

2 . In wider sense : ‘To furnish for service’ (T.); 
to provide with what is requisite for efficient action, 
as arms, instruments, or apparatus of any kind. 
Hence fig. to furnish with the physical or mental 
qualifications necessary for any task. Const, with. 
Also of things : To constitute the equipment of. 

1523 Wolsey in Fiddes Wolsey II. 107, 50,000 soldiers 
largelie and plentifuliye furnished eskipped and trymed. 
1605 Verstegan Dec. Intell. (1634) 205 A principa.ll Courtier 
writing from London, to a personage of Authority . . willed 
him among other things, to ‘equippe’ his Horses. 1727 
Philip Quarll 183 The Pens, Ink, and Parchment have 
acquip’d me to keep a Journal. 1742 Fielding Jos. A ndrews 
iii. viii, Can . . any drugs equip disease with the vigour of 
that young man ? 1793 Smeaton Edystone L. Pref. 6 Being 
so slenderly equipped as a writer. 3839 H. Rogers Ess. I. 
iii. 107 How various . . are the powers which must equip the 
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truly great orator. 1855 Froude Hist. Eng, (1858) I, i. 60 
Every man was ready equipped at all times with the arms 
which corresponded to his rank. 1872 Yeats Growth 
Comm, 151 BiorkS, one of the island cities, could equip 
an army of fourteen thousand burghers. 1879 M. Arnold 
Democracy Mixed Ess. 3 My aim is . . not to set on foot 
and fully equip a new theory, 1881 Chicago Times 16 Apr., 
These lines [of railway] are all equipped in the best possible 
manner. 1885 Manck, Exam . 16 M ar. 5/2 A power of ana- 
lysis equal to that which would equip a mathematician. 

b. To supply with the pecuniary resources need- 
ful for any undertaking. Formerly also in slang 
or jocular use, to present with a sum of money. 

C1690 B. E. Diet. Cant. Crew, The Cull equipt me with 
a brace of Meggs. 1762 Goldsm. Nash 18 His companions 
agreed to equip him with fifty guineas. 1829 Lytton Dis- 
owned 69 We must equip you by a mortgage on Scarsdale. 
3. a. To array, dress up, rig out. Also with 
the thing worn as subj. b. With some notion 
of 2 (chiefly rejl . ) : To dress, accoutre, fit out 
( for a journey). 

a. 169s Blackmore/V. A rth. ix. 304 A Cap of Crimson did 
his Head equip. 1711 Addison Sped. No. 129 rz Equipped 
in a ridiculous Habit, when they fancy themselves in the 
Height of the Mode, 1741 Richardson Pamela I. 49, I 
had better get myself at once ’quipt in the Dress that will 
become my Condition. x8i$ Scott Guy M. iv, Equipt in 
a habit which mingled the national dress of the Scottish 
common people with something of an Eastern costume. 
1836 W. Irving Astoria III. 239 Chinook warriors, all 
painted and equipped in warlike style. 

fig. 1735 IPod row Corr. (1843} III. 210 Buchanan equipt 
them [epistles] with a French dress. 

b, 1763-71 H, Walpole Vertae's Anccd. Paint. (178 6 ) 
V. 72 It is Dr. Donne, equipped for the expedition to 
Cales. 1841 Lane Arab. Nts. I. 4 He equipped himself 
for the joy rney. 1879 J enkinson Guide to Lakes 236 The 
tourist will do well to equip himself with good strong boots. 

f B*qmpace. Ohs. [f. Equi- + Pace.] Equal 
Step ; regular marching order. In equipa.ee> in 
equal step. Of. Equipage 14. 

x6oo J. Lane Tom Tel-troth 120 They strive to keep in 
equipace. 1619 Hales Gold. Rem. (1688) 456 Marlinius, 
who goes in sequipace with Gomorus in Learning, etc. 
Ibid. 59. 1627 Drayton Miseries Q. Margaret xix, Twelve 
barons in their equipace, and twenty bishops. 

Equipage (e-kwiped^), sh. Also 7 mquipage, 
equippage, 8 ©equipage, [a. F. equipage , f. 
equiper : see prec. and -age, (The Sp. equipaje> 
It. equipaggio, are ad. Fr.)] 

I. The action or process of equipping ; the state 
or condition of being equipped. 

+ 1 . The action or process of fitting out (a ship), 
of providing (a soldier) with accoutrements, etc. 

1598 Chapman Iliad 1. 65 And ruled the equipage Of th’ 
Argive fleet to Ilion. 1654 tr. Scuderys Curia Polities 69 
After the compleate Equipage of this mighty royall Navy. 
1636 Blount Glossogr., Equipage } a dighting or setting 
forth of a man, horse, or ship-furniture. 1684 Lond. Gaz. 
No. 1926 ft Count Vecchi hastens the Equipage of the 
Galleys and other small Vessels. 

+ 2. The state or condition of being equipped ; 
equipment. Ohs. 

c j 6 oo Shaks. Sonn. xxxii, To march in ranches of better 
equipage. F2645 Howell Lett. II. lxiii. It cost Sir 
Walter Rawleigh much more to put himself in equipage 
for that long intended voyage. 1649 Milton Eikon. Pref. 
(1851) 331 The force and equipage of whose Armes they have 
so oft’n met victoriously. 1652 Needham tr. Se idea's Mare 
Cl. 209 A Fleet which attended in gallant Equipage to 
back his Forces. 1638 Cleveland Rustick Ramp. Wks. 
(1687) 420 Their Equipage and Order were not comely. 

II. All that is needed for military operations, 
travelling, a domestic establishment, etc. 

3. Apparatus of war, artillery, stores, and means 
of transport; tackle of a ship. Camp equipage*. 
tents and furniture required for encampment. 
Field equipage*, whatever is required to facilitate 
the movements of an army. Siege equipage : the 
train of battering guns, with ammunition, etc. 

1579 Fenton Guicciard. 1, (1599) 28 By reason of which 
great equipage . . the army departed out of Naples, with 
great hope of the victory, <1x632 Milton Sonn. xvii, To 
advise how war may . . Move . . In all her equipage. 1683 
Brit. Spec. 98 Having with this Equipage crossed the 
Channel, he directly joyned Plautius. 1790 Beatson Nav. 
4 r Mil. Mem. I. 30 . With the guns, sails, rigging, and 
other equipage. x8xo Syd. Smith Wks. (.1859) I. 192/1 To 
provide himself with camp equipage. 1849-50 Alison 
Hist. Europe III, xiii. 40 The superb siege equipage .. 
was sent oh to Valenciennes. 1853 Sir H. Douglas Mil. 
Bridges (ed. 3) 139 An equipage of 20 boats was also col- 
lected. 1867 Smyth SdiloVs Wor'd-bk. s. y.. Camp equipage 
consists of tents, furniture, cooking utensils, etc. 

1 4. Military garb, uniform, accoutrements, trap- 
pings. Ohs. 

*633 Shirley Yng. Admiral iil i. Put thy body in equip- 
age, and beg of the princess to be one of these brave fellows. 
4647 Clarendon Hist. Reb. vi. (1843) 320/1. All the trained 
bands of London [were] led out in their brightest equipage 
upon the heath next Brentford. 1672 Marvell Reh. Transp. 
1- 269 There a Don Quixot in an equipage of differing pieces. 
x8x8 Scott Leg. Montr. ii, The equipage of a well-armed 
trooper of the period. 

+ b. Apparel, attire, costume, dress, f get up\ 
c 1645 Howell Lett. (1655) I. 265 He never saw . . Gentle- 
men . . in a neater equipage. 1646 F. Hawkins Youth! s 
B ehav. (1663) 62 Commanding the common Hangman to do 
his office in that Equipage [yellow starch'd Bands and 
Cuffs]. 1794 Godwin Cal. IVilliams 255 It is unnecessary 
to describe the particulars of my new equipage. 1823 Lamb 


Elia Ser. 1. xviii. [1865! 140 He never dressed for a dinner 
party but he forgot his sword . , or some other necessary 
part of his equipage. 

fig. 1633 H. Cogan tr. Pinto's T rav. xxvi. 100 They 
which came to fetch water, seeing us set there in so sad an 
equipage, returned. 1662 Stilungfl. Qrig. Sacr. 1. vi. 

§ S Published them in the equipage they are in. 1665 T. 
Mall Qj/er of F. Help 111 You see the compleat Chris- 
tian in his equipage for sufferings. 2732 Pope Ess. Man 
11. 44 Strip off all her equipage of pride. 

5. Outfit for a journey, expedition, etc. 

x6x6 Bullokar, Equipage, furniture or provision for horse- 
manship, especially in triumph, or tournaments. 2647 
Clarendon Hist. Reb, 1. f 18,13) 6/1 Such an equipage . . as 
might be fit for the Prince of Wales. 2727 Swift Gulliver 
n.yiii. 173 The Queen had ordered a little equipage of all 
things necessary for me. 1820 Scott Monast . xxii, A small 
scrip and bottle . , with a stout staff in his hand, completed 
his equipage. 2858 Hawthorne Fr. 4 It. pm Is. (2872) I. 
34 A few carpet-bags and shawls, our equipage for the night. 

0. Small articles of domestic furniture, esp. china, 
glass, and earthenware. Breakfast tea-equipage ; 
a breakfast-, tea-service, arch. 

1673 Crowne City Politics 1. i. That Rogue ! my patch 
upon my nose, my pillow and sick equipage, quickly, 1709 
Steele Tatler No. 86 F 3, I had no sooner set Chairs, .and 
fixed tny Tea-Equipage, but, etc, 17*4 Lond. Gaz . No, 6297/2 
A Toilet Equipage of Plate for his Lady. 1736 Nugent Gr. 
Tour, Germany II. 105 A tea-table, and all its equipage of 
solid gold. 1776 Adam Smith IV. N. 1 . 1. xi. 174 Household 
furniture, ana what is called Equipage. 2825 Mrs. Sher- 
wood Lady of Manor I. (ed. 2) v. 149 The tea-equipage which 
they were then using . . was convenient and genteel. 2833 
Dk Quincey IVks. XIV. 297 The whole breakfast equipage 
. . set out . . for no greater personage than myself. 1888 
Durham Univ. Jml. 24 Mar. 36 The * tea equipages' 
might be cleared away during the dinner hour. 

7. Articles for personal ornament or use ; a col- 
lection of such articles, 

27x6 Lady M. W, Montague Basset-Table 29 Behold 
this Equipage, by Mathers wrought. 2742 Richardson 
Pamela II. 349 My Lady’s .. fine Repeating-Watch and 
Equipage. _ 1840 Dickens Bam, Rttdge xv. Without the 
aid of dressing case and. tiring equipage. 1846 Mrs. Sher- 
wood Fairchild Family 11. 17 An equipage was a little 
case which held a thimble, scissors, a pencil, and other 
such little matters, and . . hung to the girdle to balance 
the great watches worn by the grandmothers and great 
grandmothers of people now living. 

+ 8. Apparatus in general, lit. and fig. Ohs. 

1648 H. G. tr, Balzac's Prince 118 That long equipage 
of Debauchery, which the Voluptuous leade after them. 
1677 Gale Crt. Gentiles II. in. 180 The Papists have 
transferred to their Saints al the equipage of the Pagan 
Gods. 2707 Curios, in Hush. <$• Gard. 24 9 All the Equipage 
of Substantial Forms and of Qualities. 1734 tr. Rollin' s 
Anc. Hist. (1827) II. 353 By all the appurtenances and 
equipage of a voluptuous and effeminate life, 
b. (See quot.) 

1823 J. Nicholson Operat. Mechanic 146 The weight of 
the upper mill-stone . .joined to the weight of the spindle., 
and the trundle, .(the sum of which three numbers is called 
the equipage of the turning mill-stone), should never be less 
than 1550 ppunds avoirdupois. 

III. The appurtenances of rank, office, or social 
position. 

+ 9. Formal state or order; ceremonious dis- 
play; the ‘style’ of a domestic establishment, etc. 

2612 Heywood Apol. Actors Author to Bk. 3 The earth 
a stage. Kings have their entrance in due equipage. 2633 
Fletcher Purple 1 st. 1. xii, Marching in Tragic State, and 
buskin’d equipage, 1682 Bunyan Holy War 167 They per- 
ceived in what equipage, and with what honour they were 
sent home. <22714 Burnet Own Time (1766) I. 239 She 
made an equipage far above what she could support. 2736 
Nugent Gr. Tour , Net herd. I. 273 Here are also sharpers 
. . with greater equipage than the sharpers in England. 
tlO. What is required to maintain an official 
establishment. Also attrib., as in equipage-money. 

2668 Temple Let. Sir y. Temple Wks. 1731 II. 122 They 
. . brought down the Equipage Money of Ambassadors from 
three thousand Pounds . . to 1500 Pounds. 1679-88 Seer. 
Serv. Money Chas. yas. (Camden Soc.) 149 To S r John 
Trevor, Speaker of the House of Com’ons, bounty, for his 
equipage. 1769 yitnius Lett, xxiii. 210 note. He received 
three thousand pounds for plate and equipage money. 

+ 11. Train of retainers or attendants, retinue, 
following. Ohs. 

2579 Spenser Skepk. Cal. Oct. 114 Teache her [the Muse] 
tread aloft in buskin fine, With quemt Bellona in her equip- 
age ! 2600 Fairfax Tasso ix. xliv, With you take some 
part Of these braue Soldiers of mine equipage. 1642 Evelyn 
Mem. {1857) I. 16 On the 27th April, came over, .the young 
Prince of Orange, with a splendid Equipage, a 2662 Fuller 
Worthies , Cambridgesh. 1. 150 Dido had a piece of State in 
her Court peculiar to her self., an Equipage, indeed ..a 
hundred servants in ordinary attendance all of the same 
age. 1731 Swift Corr. Wks. 2841 II. 648 How many days 
will you maintain me [Swift] and my equipage ? 

transf, wdfig. 2599 -T. M[oufet] Siikwormes 34 Their 
seuerall parts and feates thereon to play Amidst the rest of 
natures equipage. 2712 Steele Sped. No. 472 F 4 Distinct 
Suns, and their peculiar Equipages of Planets. 1806 
Wordsw. Ode on Iniim. Immortal. 106 The Persons. .That 
Life brings with her in her equipage. 

12. A carriage and horses, with the attendant 
servants ; in later use sometimes applied to a 
carriage alone. 

1721-1800 Bailey, Equipage . . is frequently used for a 
Coach and N umber of Footmen, a 1762 Lady M. W, Mon- 
tague Lett, lxxvii. 126 All the fine equipages that shine in 
the ring. 2765 in Ld. Malmesbury's Priv. Lett. I.158 As 
for an equipage, J should do well, .[if Mr, Walpole has not 
sold his] to buy it ; otherwise to make an English chariot 
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here. 2787 C G. Gambado’ Acad. Horsem. (1809) 44 A 
waggon or any tremendous equipage. 1811 L. Hawkins 
Ctess <5- Gertr, I, 78 Her equipage was a travelling post- 
chaise with one pair of horses. 2848 Macaulay Hist. Eng. 
I. 377_ The frequent mention of such equipages [a coach 
and six] in old books is likely to mislead us. 2860 Haw- 
thorne Mark. Faun xii, Here . . roll and rumble all kinds 
of equipages. 

IV. +13. Transl. of Fr. equipage , the crew of 
a ship. Obs. rare. 

2728 Morgan Algiers II. ii. 221 When got to Sea, he 
opened his Mind to the Chiefs of his Equipage. Ibid. II. 
iv. 262 Her Equipage might have been all saved had they 
held out till the storm abated. 2732 Chambers Cycl. s. v.. 
Equipage , in navigation. See Crew. 

+v. 14 . In the phrase To go {march, walk) 
in equipage, the original sense was prob. ‘to walk 
in military array with' (cf. 2) ; but in our ex- 
amples (all fig.) the sense is ‘ to keep step with \ 
so that the sb. becomes synonymous with Equi- 
pace. Hence the word equipage was in 17 th c. 
often supposed to be formed with the prefix equi-, 
and in many passages it occurs in the sense : 
Equality of position, rank, or importance, 

[1389 Nashe in Greene's Menaphon (Arb.) 14 Whose Am- 
intas, and translated Antigone may march in equipage of 
honour, with any of our ancient Poets. 2600 (see 2).] 2607 
ScAol. Disc . agst. Antichr. 1. i. 57 As the Papists are in 
equipage with former Pagans so likewise with all moderne 
aliens. 1623-6 W. Browne Brit. Past. 1. ii, His worke, 
not seeming fit To waike in equipage with better wit. 1632 
R. H. Arraignm. Whole Creature ^ Ep. Ded. 4 That your 
vertue and goodnes might march in sequipage with your 
State and Authority. 2635 Swan Spec. M. vii. § 3 (1643) 
322 According to. .the best Authours, and nearest equipage 
to truth, the starres are called lights. 2635 Sanderson 
Serm. II. Pref. 7 Nor doth it sound well, that the examples 
of men .. should . . stand in so near equipage with the 
commands of God. 

+ E-qnipage, v. Obs, [f. prec. sb,] 

1. trans. To furnish with an equipage, accoutre- 
ments, or outfit ; to array ; to furnish. 

2590 Spenser F. Q. ii, ix. 17 A goodly traine Of Squires 
and Ladies equipaged well. 1623 Wodroefhe Fr. 4- Eng. 
Gram. 214 Wee shal ail be mounted, equipaged, and in 
better order to morrow. 2632 tr. Don Fenise 276 Leon was 
equipaged in such manner, that he might be well taken for 
a thiefe, <21712 Ken Sion Poet. Wks. 2721 IV. 328 Of 
sacred Hymn I strait made choice, With Organ equipaged, 
and Voice. 1784 Cowper Task m. 98 Well dress'd, well 
bred, well equipaged, is ticket good enough. 

2. a. trans. To rank. b. intr. To stand in 
rank ; to take rank. Cf. Equipage sb. 14 . 

1624 Heywood Gunaik. n. 109 They all equipage together 
as being by the Poets never separate. Ibid. vnt. 396 This 
incomparable Ladie I know not where to equipage, or in 
what ranke to place. 

Hence E'quipaged ppl. a., in senses of the vb. 
2598 Florjo Ep. Ded,, The Vniuers containes all things, 
digested in best equipaged order. 1775 Ash, Equipaged, 
accoutred, attended, having a splendid retinue, 2847 in 
Craig. 

+ Equiparable, a. Obs ; Also 7 roquiparable. 
[a, Fr. iquiparable , ad. L. sequipardbilis , f. sequi- 
pardre to put oh an equality, compare, liken, f. 
sequipar perfectly alike or equal, f. sequus equal 
+ par.] Equal in comparison, equivalent. 
x6xx SrEED^ Hist. Gt. Brit. ix. xiii. § 116 The childe or 
insipient (which are with him iquiparable) drinketb. the 
sweet and delicious words vnaduisedly. 1695 W estmacott 
Script. Herb. 252 The want of a competent heat, that is 
lasting and equiparable to the beat of the climate. 2722-66 
in Bailey ; and m mod. Diets. 

+ Equiparanee. Obs. rare. In 7 sequipa- 
ranee. [ad. late L. wquiparaniia comparison, f, 
sequiparant-em : see next] Equivalence, 

1624 F. White Repl. Fisher 520 There is proportion of 
Equalitie, or aequiparance. 

+ Equi parant, a. Obs. [ad. L. sequiparant- 
em, pr. pple. of &quipardre : see Equiparable.] 
Equivalent, of equal value or importance, 
c 2630 Jackson Creed v. xiii. Wks, IV. 357 Her title of 
Lady is equiparant to His title as Lord. 

+ Equi parate, a- Obs. [ad. L. mquipardt-us, 
pa. pple. of sequiparare : see Equiparable.] Of 
equal weight or importance ; equivalent Const, to. 

2654 ^’Estrange Chas. I (1655) 63 Princes desires are 
equiparate to commands. Ibid. 223 [Certain reprisals were] 
some satisfaction . . but, though almost two for one, not 
equiparate to the merit of that nations cruelty. 

+ Equi/parate, v. Obs. In 7 sequiparafce, 
equiparat [f. L. sequipardt - ppl. stem of sequi- 
pardre : see Equiparable.] trans. a. To reduce 
to a level ; to level, b. To regard or treat as on 
the same level. 

1632 Vicars JEneid xii, King Latines throne this day 
I'le ruinate And houses tops to th’ ground aequiparate. 1672 
True Nonconf. 263 Then you may equiparat them in the 
point of abuse. 

Eqmiparation (zkwi:par^ujhn). [ad, L. sequi- 
pardtion-em equalizing, comparison, f. sequiparare : 
see Equiparable.] a. The action of placing on 
an equality, or on ah equal footing. +b. The 
action of comparing ; concr. a parallel. 

2625 A. Stafford Heav. Dogge 32 Yet thy felicity admits 
no equiparation, nay, hardly a comparison. 2623 Cockeram, 
Equiparation, a comparison made with another. *657 
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Reeve God's Plea 112, I would willingly .. not only set 
forth a representation, but find an equiparation. 3:886 
Muirhead in Encycl. Brit. XX. 714 The equiparation of 
legacies and singular trust-gifts. 

+ E*<pflipare, v. Obs. rare . [a. Fr. equipare-r , 
ad. L. mquiparare : see Equiparable.] Only in 
pa. pple. used as adj. = Eqdiparate ; equivalent, 
* just .like*. 

1490 Caxton Encydos xxii. 84 The first lettres came out 
of fenyce equypared to purpre coloure. Ibid. , The grete 
trybulacion of Elysse is equypared to that of horrestes. 

Eq.nipedal (zkwiprdal), a. [f. L. <r quiped-us 
(see next) .+ -al ; cf. Pedal.] Having equal feet, 

a. Said of the two equal sides of an isosceles tri- 
angle. b. Zool. Having the pairs of feet equal. 

In mod. Diets. 

Sqxiipede (rkwipfd), a. and sb. Zool. [ad. L. 
sequiped-us or sequipes, -pedis, f. sequus equal + 
pes foot.] A. adj. Having legs of equal length. 
B. sb. See quot. 

1835 Kirby Hab. Inst. A mm. II. xvi. 67 The Mquipedes, 
so called because all their legs, except the last pair, are 
nearly equal in length . . The equipede Chilopodans. 

+ Bqmpe'ndence.. Obs . [f. Equi- + Pen- 
dence.J The state of hanging in equilibrium. 

1627 Jackson Creed vi. i. vii. Wks. 1673 II. 39 Let Mathe- 
maticians imagine what rules or reasons of equipendence 
theylist. 

tE^mpcndency. Obs. [f. next: see -ency,] 
The state or condition of hanging in equipoise. 
In quot.y%: 

x66z South Serm. Gen . i. 27 (1715) IV. 59 The Will of 
Man in the State of Innocence, had an entire Freedom, 
a perfect Equipendency and Indifference to either Part of 
the Contradiction, .to accept, or not accept the Temptation. 
1775 in Ash. 1847 in Craig ; and in mod. Diets, 

+ E^Ripemdent, <2. Obs. [f. Equi- + Pendent.] 
Hanging in equipoise ; evenly balanced. 

1*1640 Jackson Creed xi. xxvi. Wks. 1673 III. 550 If the 
Scales be even or equipendent. 1681 Manton Serm. Ps. 
cxix. 105 Wks. 1872 VIII. 74 If the balance be not equi- 
pendent, wrong may be done. [In mod Diets.] 

Equipensate, -periodic : see Equi- pref. 
Equipment (fkwi-pment). [f. Equip v. + 
-went. Cf. Fr. iquipement .] 

1 . a. The action or process of equipping or fitting 
out. b. The state or condition of being equipped ; 
the manner in which a person or thing is equipped. 
Also jig. 

a. 1748 Anson’s Voy. 1. i. 5 The equipment of the squad- 
ron was still prosecuted with as much vigour as ever. 1809 
Hist. Europe in Ann. Reg . 33/1 Lord Liverpool also de- 
fended the equipment of the expedition to Portugal. 1873 
Whitney Life Lang-, ii. 19 Mental training., as well as 
mental equipment. 1886 Pall Mall G. 14 Dec, 9/1 For the 
endowment and equipment of a Chair of Anatomy, 
to, 1793 Smeaton Edystone L. § 123 Its equipment might 
suit the purposes of a Store- Vessel for our building service. 
*841 Elphinstone Hist. Ind. il. x. iii. 423 An army which 
seemed irresistible from its numbers and equipment. 1856 
Emerson Eng, Traits, Ability Wks. (Bohn) II. 38 The 
admirable equipment of their Arctic ships carries London 
to the pole. 1863 Burton.^. Hunter 261 The institution 
did not spring in full maturity and equipment, like Pallas 
from the brain of Jove. 

2 . concr. Anything used in equipping ; furniture ; 
outfit; warlike apparatus; necessaries for an ex- 
pedition or voyage. Used in the pi. to indicate 
the articles severally, in the sing, collectively. 

1717 L. Howel Desiderius (ed. 3) 14 See my Crook, my 
Scrip, Box and other Parts of my equipment. S793 Smeaton 
Edystone L. § 275 To forward our equipments for rendering 
the house habitable. 1801 Strutt Sports Past. 11. i. 46 
The hunting equipments of the female archers. 1813 Wel- 
lington in Gurw. JDisp. X. 479 When you shall be in pos- 
session of your equipment of ordnance, etc. *870 Howson 
Metaph. Pauli. 16 The helmet is . . the brightest . . part of 
the soldier's equipment. 1873 Act 36 <$• 37 Viet. c. 88 Sched. 
1, Equipments which are primd. facie evidence of a Vessel 
being engaged in the Slave Trade. 1879 Cassells Techn. 
Educ. III. 264, 1 include under the general term equipment 
all that must be actually present with the fighting portion 
of an army at any one moment, 

b. jig. Intellectual * outfit \ ■ ; 

1841 Myers Catk. Tk. m. xliii. 165 A valuable portion of 
a student's [of the Bible] equipment. 1873 M. Arnold 
Lit. 6* Dogma 342 A hardly less grotesque object in his 
intellectual equipment for his task than in his outward 
attire. 1885 M. Pattison Mem. 306 Our naive assumption 
that classical learning was a complete equipment for a great 
university. 

Equipoise (rkwipoiz), sb. Also 7 aequipoiz, 
8 cequipoise. [f. Equi- + Poise sb., replacing the 
phrase equal poise .] 

1 . Equality or equal distribution of weight; a 
condition of perfect balance or equilibrium, 
a. in material things. 

[1635 N. Carpenter Geog. Del 1. iv. 74 The least weight 
whatsoever added or subtracted would turne it from its 
Equall-poyze.] 1663 Glanvill Seeps. Sci. xiv. 82 And even 
in the temperate Zone of our life, there are few bodies at 
such an aequipoiz of humours. *713 Derham Pkys. Tkeol. 
14 note. An aequipoise of the Atmosphere produceth a Calm. 
1787 ‘ G. Gambado ' A cad. Horseni. 39 In your eagerness 
to mount, you may, by over-exerting yourself, lose your 
equipoise. xZzz Imison Sc. $ Art (edr Webster) I. 34 If 
the arms of a balance be unequal, the weights in equipoise 
will be unequal in the same proportion. -1833 JMarryat P. 
Simple xx, O'Brien . . kept his left arm raised in equipoise. 


1857 H. Reed Led. Eng. Poets vii. 257 The beam of the 
balance will scarcely be moved to recover its equipoise. 

b. in immaterial things ; esp. intellectual, moral, 
political, or social forces or interests. 

1658 J. Robinson Stone to the A liar 83 If between the 
weight of two equal Senses, there be an indistinguishable 
Equipoise. 1678 Norris Coll Misc. (1699) 1x7 So great 
reason. . to lay the foundation of his[Des Cartes’] Philosophy 
in an equipoise of mind. 1759 Johnson. Idler No. 83 r.4 
Sim Scruple. . lives in a continual equipoise of doubt. 1822 
De Quincev Confess. (1862) 197 Opium on the contrary 
communicates serenity and equipoise to all the faculties. 

1858 Longf. Birds of Passage, Haunted Houses, Our little 
lives are kept in equipoise By opposite attractions and 
desires. 1885 Stevenson in Contempt Rev. Apr. 550 Be- 
tween the implication and the. evolution of the sentence 
there should be a satisfying equipoise of sound. 

2 . A counterpoise; a balancing or equivalent 
force. Chie%y^f. 

1780 Sir J. Reynolds Disc. x. (1876) 6 One side making 
almost an exact equipoise to the other. 1847 F>e Quincev 
Sp. Mil, Nun § 20(1853165 Some sort of equipoise to the 
wealth which her daughter would bring, a 1862 Buckle 
Civiliz. (1869) III. i. 43 The equipoise to the clergy [l e. 
the aristocracy] being removed, the Church became so 
powerful. 

Equipoise (f-kwipoiz), v. Also 7 equip oyse, 
aequipoise. [f. prec. sb.] 

1 . trans. To serve as an equipoise to ; to counter- 
balance. 

1664 Power Exp. Philos . n.105 A Cylinder of that weight 
does just aequipoise the Elastic power of the Ayr without. 
1755 B. Martin Mag. Arts # Sc. 264 , 1 see they just equi- 
poize each other. x8x6 Southey in Q. Rev. XVI. 228. An 
opposition, which, till then, had nearly equipoised the weight 
of the ministry. 1856 Landor A nt, # Odav . v. 39 No Praise 
Can equipoise his virtues. 1868 R. Buchanan Trag. Dra- 
mas Hist., Wallace 1. vi, On yonder bier Lies one whose 
worth to equipoise thy master. .Were gossamer to gold. 

2 . To place or hold in equipoise ; to hold (the 
mind) in suspense. 

<2x764 Lloyd Poems, A dor, A whole minute equipois'd 
he stands. 1804 Med. Jml. XII. 343 Regulating, and 
equipoising the various functions of the animal economy. 
1823 D’Israeli Cur. Lit . (1858) III. 355 He had to equi- 
poise the opposite interests of the Catholics and the Evan- 
gelists. 1887 J. W. Graham Neeera ii. xxiv. 361 Suspicion 
and dissimulation equipoised the Imperial mind [Tiberius]. 

f 3 . intr. To balance with. Obs. rare— 1 . 

1647 Ward Simp. Cobler (1843) 85 Where upper things 
will not With nether equipoyse. 

Hence Equipoised///. a., E quipoising vbl, sb. 

a 1685 Let. to Dk. York in $th Coll. Papers Pres. Affairs 
(x688) 38, I am a dutiful and hearty Lover of Monarchy . . 
when establish'd on such an Equipois'd Basis of Wisdom as 
ours is, 1832 Carlyle fas. Carlyle 45 Mallets and irons 
hung in two equipoised masses over the shoulder. 1854 
Scoffern in Orr's Circ. Sc. Chem. 6 The beam of an equi- 
poised balance, c 1790 Imison Sch. Art I. 166 By its [the 
air’s pressure] . . equipoising . . 29 and a half inches of 
mercury. 

t E quipoisure. Obs. rare- 1 , [f. prec. + 
-ure,] A state of being evenly balanced. 

1683 Pettus Fleta Min. 11. 10 By standing in an Equi- 
poisure or not, it [the tongue of this Ballance] doth . . tell 
you the difference or certainty of the Weights. 

t E'quipolle, a. Obs, rare— 1 , [a. OF. equipol, 
shortened form of equipollent : see Equipollent.] 
= Equipollent ; equivalent. 

c 1430 Pilgr. Lyf Manhode 1. exxi, (1869) 64 The whiche 
seyinge in singuler may wel he seid equipolle to a plurelle. 

Equipollence (fkwiip^lens). Also 5 equi- 
polence, 8-9 sequipollence. [a. OF. equipolence, 
mod.Fr. iquipollence, ad. L. sequipollentia, f. sequi- 
pollent-em Equipollent.] The quality of being 
equipollent. 

1. Equality of force, power, or signification* 

4 c Kj.30 Pilgr. Lyf Manhode iv. xlix. (1869) 199 , 1 shal fynde 
in jns place countrepeis and equipollence of J>e hegge of 
penitence, a 1528 Skelton Poems 173 That in his equi- 
pollence He judgeth him equivalent With God Omnipotent. 
x6xo Healey St. Aug. Citie of God 242 Our Commentators 
missed to make a large discourse of sequipolences in this 
place, 1647 Power of the Keys iii, 35 The equipollence of 
the word Sacerdos and Episcopus being observed. <*1691 
Boyle Wks. III. 612 These phenomena do much depend 
upon a mechanical sequipollence of pressure. 1867 Emerson 
Progr. Culture "Wks. (Bohn) III. 228 There is also an 
equipollence of individual genius to the nation which it 
■represents,:. ■■■ V—. ■:.';■ 

2 . Logic. An equivalence between two or more 
propositions, Cf. Equipollent 3 c. 

<7x400 Rom. Rose 7078 Late hym study in equipolences. 
1563-87 Foxe A. Sf M. (1596) xoo8/i So that non omnis, 
after the rule of equipollence, should he taken for as much 
as nullus. ^ 1655-60 Stanley Hist. Philos. (1701) 313/2 Of 
Reciprocation there are three kinds . . the third . . equipol- 
lence. ^ 1725 Watts Logic n. ii. § 4 The Conversion and 
Opposition, and Equipollence of these modal Propositions. 
485* Hansel Proleg. Log. vi. (i860) 220 The equipollence 
in some cases can only be determined materially. 

Equipollency (zkwi,p^lensi). Also 7 aeq-, 
equipollencie, 9 eeqnipollency. [f. Equipol- 
lent : see -ency.] 

1 . Equivalence in signification, authority, efficacy, 
virtue, etc. Cf. Equipollence i. 

1623 Rowlandson Gods Bless. 5 They have an equipol- 
lency, or equall weight, with the plainest precepts, a 1638 
Mede in Spurgeon Treas. Dav. Ps. xl. II. 273 What equi- 
pollency can be in sense between these two? <2x691 Boyle 
Wks. ( 1772) III. 606 The endeavours of the one and the 
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other were reduced to an equipollency. 1869 M. Arnold 
Cult, Sr An, 183 The notion of this sort of equipollency in 
man’s modes of activity. 

2. Logic. — Equipollence 2 . 

1652 Urquhart Jewel Wks. (1834) 190 The equipollencie 
and opposition both of plaine and modal enunciations. 1788 
Reid Aristotle's Log 1. § 4. 15 The equipollency of propo- 
sitions both pure and modal. 1846 Mill Logic n. i. § 2 
Examples of aiquipollency or equivalence of propositions. 

Equipollent (fkwi,pylent), a. and sb. Also 
5 7 eqaipolent, (5-6 eqnypolent, 8 equippo- 
lent), 6-7 sequipol(l)ent. [a. OF. equipolent 
(mod.F. equipollent), ad. L. aguipollent-em oi equal 
value, f. seqims equal + pollentem , pr. pple. of 
poll ere to be strong.] A. adj. 

+ 1 . Of persons : Possessed of equal power, au- 
thority, influence, rank, or personal capacity. Obs. 

a 1420 Hoccleve De Reg. Princ. 2x08 They wolden wait© 
to be equipolent, And somewhat more, unto her husbondes. 
c 1460 Fortescue A is. <§• Lim. Mon. (1714) 68 Ther may no 
gretter Perill growe to a Prince, than to have a Subgett 
equipolent to himself. 1548 Hall Chron. (1809) 163 Fewe 
princes .. be to hym comparable or equipollent. 1581 W. 
Stafford Exam. Campl. i. (1876) 22 Being in capacity and 
memory both els equipolent.^ 1824-9 Landor Wks. (18461 I. 
393 A maritime power, .equipollent on the sea with France. 

2. Of things, forces, or agencies : Equal in power, 
effectiveness, or validity. 

a 1420 Hoccleve De Reg. Pnnc. _xii. 5 The thoughtfulle 
wight is vesselle of turment, There is no greef to hym equi- 
pollent. 1471 Ripley Comp. A Ich. vii. v. in Ashm. 11652) 
170 After thyne Elements be made equy^polent. 1513 
Bradshaw Si. Werbttrge i. 291 Saynt Mylgyde the thyrde, 
of vertu equypolent. 1607-12 Bacon Ess. Custom Educ. 
(Arb.) 368 Votarie resolucion is made equipollent to Cus- 
tome. x686 Boyle Enq. Notion Nat. 143 The Pressure of 
the Atmospheere, and the resistence of the Bubble [were] 
by Accident . . near sequipollent. 1802 Paley Nat. Tkeol. 
ix. (1819) in By the aid of a considerable and equipollent 
muscular force. 1873 M. Arnold Lit. fy Dogma Introd. 28 
To regard the Bible., as a sort of talisman .. with all its 
parts equipollent. 

3 . Identical in effect or result ; practically equi- 
valent. 

1664 Power Exp. Philos, m. 165 To find the Longitude 
of any place, or some thing asquipollent thereunto, cx 730 
Berkeley in Fraser Life v. x8o The divine conservation 
is equipollent to . . a continued repeated creation. 1790 
Wild bore Spher. Motion in Phil. 'J'rans. LXXX. 530 An 
equipollent parallelopipedon which shall move in the very 
same manner as the body. 1837-9 Hallam Hist. Lit. I. 1. 
viii. 435 A uniformity of measure, which the use of nearly 
equipollent feet cannot . , be thought to impair. 1846 Sir 
W. Hamilton New Anal. Log. Forms in Logic II. (i860) 
260 The equipollent forms of Limitation or Inclusion, and 
Exception. 1874 Sayce Compar. Pkilol. vii. 292 Equipol- 
lent conceptions could be placed side by side in apposition. 

b. Of expressions or symbols : Equivalent in 
meaning. 

*$77~%7 Holinshed Chron. II. 13/r The Greeke word aim- 
po«-« Ao<? is equipollent to Ineptus. a 16x9 Fotherby A theom. 
11. iii. § 1 (1622) 212 Two Philosophicall termes, in sense 
equipollent vnto the very name of God. X760 Swinton 
Coin in Phil. Trans. LI. 865 The characters . . were not 
precisely the same with those of the equipollent letters used 
m Umbria. 1858 Trench Synon. N. T. (1876; 299 ‘Yirep 
shall be accepted as equipollent with am. 

c. In Logic. Said esp. of propositions which 
express the same thing, notwithstanding formal 
diversity. 

1642 Sir E. Dering SP. on Relig. xv. 66 Indefinite pro- 
positions are sequipollent to uniuersall. 1656 tr, Hobbes’ 
Elem. Philos. (1839) 40 Equipollent propositions, .that may 
be reduced purely to one and the same categorical propo- 
sition. X822 T. Taylor tr. Apuleius 381 E very^ proposition 
likewise, if it assumes in the beginning a negative particle, 
becomes its equipollent contradictory. 1846 Mill Logic 11. 
i. § 2 The original proposition. , is first changed into a pro- 
position sequipollent with it. 

B, Something that has equal power, weight, 
effect, importance, or significance ; an equivalent. 

x6xx Sclater Key (1629) 337 Are they not equipollents ? 
x6i2 — Ministers Portion 13 In the Apostles Logicke, 
a Priest and receiver of tithes are equipollents. 1671 True 
Nottconf. 280 Because we exactly ana fully do the equi- 
pollent. 1676 Marvell Mr. Smirke 30 What is Declared 
. , is the very Equipollent of what the Author had said. 
18x9 Blackw. Mag. IV. 723 ‘ Choice set terms', for which 
there is absolutely no equipollent in any of the other 
languages of Europe. 1858 Gladstone Homer I. 420 The 
word 'Axaioi is used . . as the simple equipollent of Greek. 
1870 Bowen Logic v. 136 Its logical equipollent. 

Hence Equipollentness = Equipollence 2. 

''"xyjfi'in "Bailey./', 

Eq[llipoIlently (zkwi,p^-lentli), adv . [f. prec. 
+ -ly^J a. With equal force or significance; 
synonymously, fb. Virtually; by means of equi- 
valent expressions ; cf. Equivalently 2, 3. 

1642 J. Eaton Honey-c. Free Justif. 68 Both expresly 
and equipollently ..he sees no sin in his justified children. 
Ibid. 282 Evident and plaine, both expresly and equipol- 
lently by many places of Scripture. <2x677 Barrow Wks. 
(1686) II. 498 Both phrases [the spirit of God and the 
po wer of Goa] Saint Paul doth equipollently express by the 
power of the Holy Ghost. 1817 G. S. Faber Eight Dissert. 
(1845) IL 197 Using the two terms, Persians and Barbars, 
equipollently. 

E^uiponderance (fkwiip^-nderans). [f. Equi- 
ponderant: see -ance. Cf. Fr. iquipondirancei\ 
Equality of weight ; equilibrium. 

*775 in Ash. xZzz Blackw, Mag. XI. 155 Being, as it 
were, originally balanced to a sort of equiponderance. *833 
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J. Holland Mann/. Metals II. 287 The equiponderance of 
the scales may remain unaffected. 

EquipOllderancy (fkwi,p^nderansi). [f. 
Equiponderant : see -ancy.] = prec. 

1710 Brit. Apollo II L_ No. 56. 2/1 An Equiponderancy 
will be . . caused. 1820 in Jodrell ; and in mod. Diets. 
Equiponderant (/kwi,p^nderant), a. and sb. 
Also 7 equiponderent, 7-9 equiponderant. [ad. 
med.L. sequiponderant-em, pr. pple. of oequiponde- 
rare : see next vb. Cf. Fr. equiponderant.] 

A. adj , 

1. f a. Having its weight equally distributed ; 
evenly balanced, f b. Of equal specific gravity. 
C. Of equal weight. 

a. 1646 Sir T. Browne Psend. Bp. II. ii. 61 If the needle 
be not exactly equiponderant, that end which is a thought 
too light, if touched becommetH even. 

b. 1691: Ray Creation (1714' 2d May serve to render their 
Bodies equiponderant to the water. 1766 Amory Life J. 
Buncle {1770) IV. 100 To make gold, other metals must be 
rendered equiponderant to it. 

C. 1660 Boyle New Exp. Phys. Meek, xxxvi, 291 The 
quantity of Air to a quantity of Water equiponderant thereto, 
is as 1300 to 1. 1777 Shuckburgh in Phil. Trans. LX VII. 
557 The proportional gravity of quicksilver to air will ex- 
press inversely the length of two equiponderant columns of 
these fluids. 1821 J. Q. Adams in C. Davies Metr. Syst. 
m. (1871) 95 The silver penny .. to which 32 kernels of 
wheat were equiponderant was equal to 22& grains troy. 

2. Of immaterial things : a. Of equal weight, 
importance, force, or influence, b. Evenly balanced. 

c 1630 Jackson Creed vr. xi. Wks. 1844 V. 290 in a measure 
equiponderent to their weight upon our souls. 1747 John- 
son Plan Eng. Diet. Wks.. IX. 172 The equiponderant au- 
thorities of writers alike eminent for judgment and accuracy. 
1833 Q. Rev. XLIX. 550 The theory of three distinct and 
equiponderant estates. .1882 Symonds Anbni Figura 127 
Equiponderant strife ’twixt good And evil. 

B. sb. pi. Things of equal weight. 

1852 Sir W. Hamilton Discuss. 326 The Treatise on 
^Equiponderants by Archimedes. 

t Equiponderate, ppl- a. Obs. [ad. med.L. 
st quiponder di-US, pa. pple. of sequiponderdre : see 
next.] Equal in weight ; in a state of equilibrium. 
Const, to, with. 

1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. II. ii. 58 Iron and steel 
..in long wires equiponderate with untwisted silke and soft 
wax. 1674 Petty Disc. Dupl Proportion 49 If 1728 Mice 
were equiponderate to one Horse. 

fg. 1814 Scott Wav. xlvi, Which is equiponderate with 
our vernacular adage. 

Equiponderate (fkwi|p^-nder<?>t), v. [f. med. 
L. se quiponderat- ppl. stem of sequiponderdre, f. 
stquus equal + ponderdre to weigh ] 

1 1- intr. To be in a state of equipoise. Const. 
to, with . Obs. 

1641 Wilkins Math. Magick 1. iv. {1648) 21 The power 
that doth equiponderate with any weight, 1672 — - Nat. 
Rclig. 11 The evidence on each side doth equiponderate. 
1683 Weekly Metn. Ingen. 355 When bodies do equipon- 
derate to the bulk of water equal to them. 1710 Brit. 
Apollo III. No. 56. 2/1 They Equiponderate. 1822 Imison 
Sc. fy Art (ed. Webster) I. 20 The point about which they 
would equiponderate or rest in any position. 

2. trans. To counterpoise, counterbalance. 

1661 Boyle Spring of Aim. ii. (1682) 26 Till it is come to 
equiponderate a cylinder of Mercury of that height. 1673 
Walker Educ. 20 To equiponderate the prejudices of plea- 
sure and interest. 1766 Amory Life J. Buncle (1770) IV. 
102 Both equiponderate (a pound suppose) in air. 1853 De 
Quincey Autobiog, Sk. Wks. I. 162 note, Countervailing 
claims, .had far more than equiponderated the declension. 

3. trans . To put into a well-balanced condition. 

1810 (see quot. for Equiponderated). 

Hence Equiponderated, Equiponderating 
ppl. adjs. 

18x0 A. Knox In Bp. f ebb's Corr. (1S34) II. 404 In this 
obviously measured and equiponderated speech. 1691 Ed. 
Taylor Behmen's Theos. Philos. 163 The Mean of Equi- 
ponderating Solemnity of Humane Creatures. 1879 G. Mac- 
donald SirGibbie III. x. 167 His equiponderating descrip- 
tion of the place of misery. 

Equiponderation (fkwiip^nder^jhn). [n. of 
action f. med. L. otquiponderdre : see prec. an d 
-ATION.] The action or process of making equally 
balanced, or putting in equipoise ; the state or 
condition of being in equipoise. 

_ 2656 tr. Hobbes* Elent. Philos. (1839) 351 Equiponderation 
is when the endeavour of one body, which presses one of 
the beams, resists the endeavour of another body pressing 
the other beam, so that neither of them is moved. 1784 J. 
Barry Led. Art iii. (1848) 129 The anatomy of the human 
body . . the equiponderation of its parts. 1874 Edin. Rev. 
No. 285. 175 Equiponderation, or the relation of equipoise 
and balance. 

f EquipO'nderous, a. Obs. Also 7 eequi- 
ponderous. [f. Equi- + L. pondus, ponder-is 
weight + -ous.] Of equal weight or specific gravity ; 
Jig. of equal authority. 

1656-81 in Blount Glossogr. 1664 Power Exp. Philos. 
6 Being .. aequiponderous to a Mercurial Cylinder of 28 
nches. 1691 T. H[ale] Acc. New Invent, p. xxvi, His 
Character justly renders him aequiponderous to them in 
Moral . . Knowledge. 1729 H. de Saumarez in Phil. Trans. 
XXXVI. 54 To make it equiponderous with the Water. 
Hence Equipomderousness. 1736 in Bailey. 
t Equipo*ndious, a. Obs. rare- 1 , [f. L. sequi- 
pondi-um equality of weight (f. sequus equal + 


pond-us weight) 4- -ous.] Having equal weight 
on both sides ; nicely-balanced. 

166% Glanvill Vanity Dogm. 228 The Scepticks affected 
an indifferent equipondious neutrality. 1775 in Ash. 1846 
in Worcester; and in mod. Diets. 

t Equrpotency. Obs. rare. [f. next : see 
-ENCY.J The condition of being equally powerful. 

1658 Fulness of Christ 137 The union is not by means of 
exequation or equipotency [ printed equipatency]. 

Equipotent (fkwrp&ent), a. rare. [f. Equi- 
4 - Potent.] Equally powerful. 

2875 Coniemp : Rev. XXVII. 85 Nor am I speaking of 
cases where it is clear that one of the qualities has over- 
powered the other, but of instances where they appear 
equipotent. 

Equipotential (f-kwi,p<?te*njal), a. [f. Equi- 
+ Potential.] 

f 1. Of equal power or authority. Obs. 

*21678 Woodhead Holy Liviug(i688) 56 Not equipotential, 
or independent one of another. 

2. Physics. Of points : In which the potential of 
a force is the same. Of lines, surfaces, etc. : In 
which the potential is constant at all points. 
Equipotential function : one which expresses the 
conditions of equality of potential. 

1880 Nature XXL 361 A disk, through which an electric 
current was passing until two nearly equipotential points 
were found. 1880 A thenseum 13 Nov. 644/1 Equipotential 
lines in a plate. 1881 Maxwell Electr. fy Magn. 1 . 14 When 
a potential function exists, surfaces for which the potential 
is constant are called Equipotential surfaces. 1882 M inchin 
Unipl. Kinemat . 228 Equipotential and flow functions. 

Equipped i/kwi-pt),///. a. [f. Equip v. + -ed 1 .] 

In senses of the vb. 

1838 Lytton Leila it. ii, The best equipped was conducted 
by the Marquess de Villena. 1866 Alger So lit. Nat. £ 
Man 11.69 The penalty affixed to supremely equipped souls. 

t Equippee, a. Her. Obs. Also 8 equipp6. 
[ad. F. equipe, pa. pple. o icquiper. See Equip#.] 
(See qnots.) 

1731 Bailey vol. II, Equippf signifies a knight equipped, 
i. e. armed at all points. 1751 in Chambers Cycl. 1775 
Ash, Equippee. 

Equipper (i"kwi*p3.i). [f. as prec. 4- -er l.] One 
who equips ; one who fits out (a ship, etc.''. 

1864 Ld. Bramwell in Morning Star 12 Jan., The mis- 
demeanour is committed, .according to the intent, not of 
the equipper, but of his customer. 

Equipping (/kwi-piq), vbl. sb. [f. as prec. 
4 - -TNG -!] The action of the vb. Equip. 

1704 Collect . Voy. (Churchill) III. 740/1 The Governour 
was busy in equipping of Men of War. 1790 Beatson 
Nav. Mil. Mem. I. 337 The equipping of two such arma- 
ments, did not escape the notice of the British Ministry. 
1799 Nelson 28 Nov. In Nicolas Disp. (1845' IV. 118 Our 
Ships off Malta, .will want a complete equipping. 

If Used gerundially with omission of’ in. 

2682 Lond. Gaz. No. 1677/1 The rest of the Ships that 
are Equipping at Thoulon. 1772-84 Cook Voy. (1790) I. 
Introd. 11 The Endeavour was equipping for a voyage to 
the South Seas. 1810 Naval Chron. XXIII. 113 In the 
basin . . were seven two-deckers equipping. 

Equiprobabilism, -producing, -radial, 
-radical : see Equi- pref. 

Equirotal (Jkwi|r^u*tal), a. [f. Equi- 4- L. rota 
wheel 4- -AL.] 

1. Having the fore and hind wheels of equal 
diameter. 

1839 Sat. Mag. Suppl. Aug. 88/1 The first equirotal car- 
riage thus made was a phaeton. 1843 Jml. R. Agric. Soc. 
IV. n. 492 His spring-waggon on the equirotal cross-lock 
principle. 1884 Health Exhib. Catal. 103/2 Ambulance 
wagon, complete with new pattern stretchers, equirotal, 
lockunder, converted. 

2. 4 Having equal rotation/ In mod. Diets. 
Equisegmental : see Equt- pref. 
Eauisetaceous (e:kwi|srh?ijhs), a. Pot. [f. 

mocLL. equisetdee-se 4- -ous : see Equisetum and 
-aceous,] Belonging to the order Equiseiacex. 

1867 J* Hogg Microsc. 1. ii. 133 Siliceous crystals in the 
epidermis of equisetaceous plants. 

Equisetic (ekwisLtik), a. Chem. [f. Equiset- 
um 4 * -ic.] Derived from Equisetum. Equisetic 
acid, obtained from Equisetum fluviatile, is now 
known to be identical with Aconitio acid. 

1838 T. Thomson Chem. Org. Bodies 54 When malic acid 
is distilled at the temperature of 349 0 , it is resolved into 
water, and two pyro-acids, which are isomeric. These acids 
have been distinguished by the names of equisetic or maleic, 
and fumaric or paramaleic acid. 1876 Harley in Roy Ids 
Mat , Med. 771 Aconitia is combined in the root with aco- 
nitic or equisetic acid. 

Equisetiform (ekwisrtifpm), a. Pot. [f. 
Equiset-um 4 - -(i)eorm.] Having the form of an 
Equisetum. 

1847 i n Craig; and in mod. Diets. 

Equisetum (ekwisrt^m). Pot. PI. equisetums, 
-a. [a. L. equisetum (more correctly equissetum ), 

f. equus horse 4 - sseta bristle.] A genus of plants 
called popularly Horsetail or Mare’s- tail ; the 
typical genus of the N.O. Equisetacex. 

1830 Lyell Princ. Geol. I. 101 The fossil ferns, equiseta, 
and other plants of the coal strata. 1847 Darwin in Life 
Lett. (1887) I. 360 His oolitic upright Equisetums are 
dreadful for my submarine flora. 1873 Dawson Earth <jr 
Man vi. 129 Mares' Tails or Equisetums. 


EQUITATION 

Equisised : see Equi- pref 
f E’quisou l . Obs. rare. In 7 eequison. [ad. 
L. mquison-us adj, f. sequi- (see Equi-) + -son - us 
sounding.] (See quot) 

1609 JyovhhxiD Ornith. Mierol. 79 Aequisons are those 
[notes], which being stroke together, make one sound of 2. 

Equison nonce -wd. [ad. L. equison-em 
groom, stable-boy, f. equus horse.] A groom ; a 
horse-jockey. 

1824-8 Landor Intag. Cotiv. (184 6 ) I. 13 Newmarket, the 
competitors at its games, their horses, their equisons and 
colours. 

Equisouauce (fkwisffu nans). Ancient Music. 
[f. as next ; see -ance; cf. Fr. Squisonnance, ] The 
fact of being equisonant ; the concord of octaves. 
1819 In Rees Cycl. 1838 In Smart; and in mod. Diets. 

Equisonant (fkwiscu*nant),<z. Ancient Music. 
[f. Equi- 4- Sonant; after L. mguisonusi see 
Equison 1 .] Consonant in the octave. 

In mod. Diets. 

Equisuffieiency : see Equi- pref. 

Equitable (e-kwitab’l), a. [a. Fr. iquitable, {. 
e quite Equity.] 

1. Characterized by equity or fairness, a. Of 
actions, arrangements, decisions, etc. : That is in 
accordance with equity ; fair, just, reasonable. 

1646 Sir T, Browne Pseud. Ep. To Rdr. a 5 b, The equitable 
considerations and candour of reasonable mmdes. 1649 Crom- 
well Lett . 15 Apr. 1 Carlyle’, Both my paper, .and yours of 
the 28th do in all literal and all equitable construction 
agree. 1654 True State Commonw. n To interpose upon 
the same equitable grounds. 1769 Robertson Chas. V, 
III. xi. 306 He might compel Charles to accept of an equit- 
able peace. 1818 Jas. Mill Brit. India 11 . iv. v. 466 To 
take the lands, .under an equitable valuation. 1856 Froudk 
Hist. Eng. 1858} I. iv. 296 Their punishment, if tyrannical 
in form, was equitable in substance. 

b. Of persons : Guided by principles of equity, 
displaying a spirit of equity; unbiased, impartial, 
candid. Now rare. 

1682 Burnet Rights Princes vui. 296 Equitable Judges 
would acknowledg that he had reason of his side. 1690 
Boyle Chr. Virtuoso 1. Pref. 2 , 1 hope the Equitable Reader 
will not expect to find every Subject .. fully Treated of. 
1793 T. Beddoes Math. Evid. 133 Nor will any equitable 
critic . . dwell a moment upon this charge. 1875 Manning 
Mission H. Ghost y i. 165 The more severe we are to our 
own faults, the naore gen.de and equitable we shall be to the 
faults of others. 

2. Pertaining to the department of jurisprudence 
called Equity. Of rights, claims, etc. : Valid in 
f equity* as distinguished from 'law’. 

axjzo Sheffield (Dk. Buckhmj Wks. (1753) II. 105 They 
could make me no legal title, .and I have only an equitable 
one to depend on. 1818 Cruise Digest I. 225 A trust estate 
. .is good as an equitable jointure. 2845 Polson in EncycL 
Me trap. 856/1 In Demerara, Berbice, the Cape of Good Hope, 
etc., .the supreme courts are courts of equitable as well as 
legal jurisdiction. 1876 Digby Real Prop. vii. § 4, 337 The 
legal estate is vested m the trustee, in trust for the cestui 
que trust, who has the equitable estate. 

SSquitableness (e*kwitab’lnes). [f. prec- + 
-NJEsS.] The quality of being equitable. 

1643 Nethersole Proj. for Peace (1648) 5 The justice or 
equitablenesse of any.. Article of the Project. 1797 Hist. 
in Ann. Reg. 74/2 The public would give them credit for its 
equitableness. 1882 Miss Braddon Mt. Royal III. iv. 77 
He was so thoroughly assured as to the perfect equitable- 
ness of the transaction. 

Equitably (e-kwitabli), adv. [f. as prec. 4- 
-ly -.J In an equitable manner ; according to the 
rules of equity, in a spirit of fairness. 

1663 Charleton Chor. Gigan. 7 And equitably examined 
the probability. 1736 Butler Anal. n. vi. Wks. 1874 I. 232 
No more [will] be required of any one, than what might 
have been equitably expected of him. 2839 James Louis 
XIV, III. 343 Acting equitably towards the unoffending 
peasantry of another nation. 287a Yeats Growth Comm. 
249 He . . distributed the imposts more equitably. 
Equitangential : see Equi- pref. 

Equitant (e-kwitant), a. [ad. L. equitant-em, 
pr. pple. of equitare to ride, f. equit-em (nom. 
eques) horseman, f. equus horse.] 

+ 1. Riding on horseback. Obs.— 0 

1840 in Smart. 

2. (See quot. 1880 .) 

2830 Lindley Nat. Syst. Bot. 260 Crocus leaves are not 
equitant. 2880 Gray Struct. Bot. iv. 136 Equitant, where 
leaves override, the older successively astride the next 
younger. 

t Equi bate (e*kw/trit), v. rare— 1 , bombastic. 
[f. L. equitdl- ppl. stem of equitare : see prec.] 
intr. To ride. 

1708 Motteux Rabelais (1 737) V. 232 To which we equi- 
tate with Maturation. 

Equitation (ekwit<?»'Jbn). Also 6 eqnitaeion. 
[ad. L. equitation-em , n. of action f. equitare : 
see Equitant. Cf. Fr. Equitation.] The action, 
art, or habit of riding on, or as on, horseback ; 
horsemanship. 

2562 Bulleyn Sicke Men 67 b, Equitacion. .must be used 
upon a soft easie goyng horse. 2771 Gibbon Let. Misc. 
Wks. 1796 I. 443 , 1 have got a droll little poney, and intend 
to renew the long forgotten practice of equitation. 1833 
Regul. Instr. Cavalry 1. 39 Military Equitation may be 
divided into three parts. 1845 Stocqueler Handbk. Brit. 
India (1854) 32 Witching the world with noble equitation. 
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EQUIVALENT, 


EQUITATIVE. 

1870 Lowell Among my Bks Ser.i. (1873) 116 Broomsticks 
. .the canonical instruments of their nocturnal equitation. 

b. An excursion, a ride on horseback. 

1728 Let. in Nichols I llustr. Lit, Hist. IV. 497 (L.), I 
have lately made a few rural equitations to visit some seats, 
gardens, etc. 1851 Carlyle Sterling- 111, ii. (1872) 179 Ster- 
ling was at his poetisings and equitations again. 

E^tlitative (e'kwitritiv). [f. L. equitat- (see 
Equitate) + -ive.] Of or pertaining to equitation. 

2855 Chamb. Jrnl. IV. 35 A whole legion of spectacles, 
warlike, gymnastic, legerdemain, equitative, and equivocal. 

Equitempomneous : see Eqm-pref 

Equity (e’kwiti). Forms: 4-6 equite, -yte, 
(4 equitee, -ytee, -ytie, 5 eqwyte), 4-7 equitie, 
(6 fequitie, -ity), 6 equity, [a. OF. equite — 
Pr. equitat) Sp. equidad, It. equity ad. L. sequi- 
tdi-em, f. sequus even, fair.] 

I. In general. 

1 . The quality of being equal or fair ; fairness, 
impartiality ; evenhanded dealing. 

The L. eeq-uitas was somewhat influenced in meaning by 
being adopted as the ordinary rendering of Gr. erneuma 
(see Epiky), which meant reasonableness and moderation in 
the exercise of one’s rights, and the disposition to avoid in- 
sisting on them too rigorously. An approach to this sense 
is found in many of the earlier Eng. examples. 

c 1315 Shoreham 154 Thethyshys pryvete Of hys domes 
in equyte, 1382 Wyclif Mai. ii. 6 In equitee he walkide with 
me, c 1425 Wyntoun Cron. vn. x. 401 Be justys he gave 
and eqwyte Til ilke man, [?at his suld be. 1477 Earl Rivers 
(Caxton) Hides 6 a, He [God] shal juge you in equite. 
*535 Coverdale Job xxix. 14 Equity was my crowne. is 88 
J/Udall Diot replies (Arb.) 19 Weigh it in the ballance of 
equitie. 1611 Bible Trans l . Pref. 10 They can with no 
show of eqtiity challenge vs for changing and correcting. 
2660 Jer. Taylor Dud. Dubit. in. vi. § 1. 399 Not to punish 
any man more than the law compels us ; that’s equity. 
1673 Rule* of' Civility (ed. 2) 141 The person of honour is in 
equity to go in flrst. 1759 Robertson Hist. Scot. II. vm, 
32 These princes readily acknowledged the equity of his 
claim, a 1832 Mackintosh Revol. Wks. 1846 II. 158 Those 
principles of equity and policy on which religious liberty is 
founded. 1870 Lowell Among my Bks. Ser. 1. (1873V 257 
There is a singular equity and absence of party passion. 

2 . concr. What is fair and right ; something that 
is fair and right, rarely in pi. 

c 1374 Chaucer Boeth. iv, vi. 144 Amonges Jnse Jnnges 
sittej? j>Q heye makere. .to don equite. 1377 Langl. P. PL 
B. xix. 305 He dede equite to alle euene forth his powere. 
1483 Caxton Cato A vixj,That he may do equyte and justyce. 
1875 Manning Mission. H. Ghost x, 267 The equities which 
we owe to our neighbour. 

II. In Jurisprudence. 

3 . The recourse to general principles of justice 
(the naturalis sequitas of Roman jurists) to correct 
or supplement the provisions of the law. Equity 
of a statute : the construction of a statute accord- 
ing to its reason and spirit, so as to make it apply 
to cases for which it does not expressly provide. 

1574 tr. Littleton's Tenures 6 a, They bee taken by the 
equitie of the statute. 164a Perkins Prof. Bk. iv. § 270. 
120 Such Assettsare not taken by the equitie of the Statute 
of Gloucester. 1858 Ld. St. Leonards Handy Bk. Prop. 
Law ii. 3 Chancellors, .moderated the rigour of the law ac- 
cording., to equity. 

4 . In England (hence in Ireland and the United 
States), the distinctive name of a system of law 
existing side by side with the common and statute 
law (together called ‘law* in a narrower sense), 
and superseding these, when they conflict with it. 

The original notion was that of sense 3, a decision ‘in 
equity ’ being understood to be one given in accordance with 
natural justice, in a case for which the law did not provide 
adequate remedy, or in which its operation would have 
been unfair. These decisions, however, were taken as pre- 
cedents, and thus ‘equity* early became an organized 
system of rules, not less definite and rigid than those of 
‘law ’ ; though the older notion long continued to survive 
in the language of legal Writers, and to some extent to 
influence the practice of equity judges. In England, equity 
was formerly administered by a special class of tribunals, 
of which the Court of Chancery was chief; but since 1873 
all the branches of the High Court administer both ‘law’ 
and ‘ equity it being provided that where the two differ, 
the rules of equity are to be followed. Nevertheless, 
the class of cases formerly dealt with by the Court of 
Chancery are still reserved to the Chancery Division of 
the High Court. 

X|oi Lambarde Arch. (1635) 46 And likewise in his Court 
of Equitie he doth, .cancell and shut up the rigour of the 
generall Law. Ibid. 58 The Iustices should informe him 
[the King] of the Law, and the Chancellor of Equitie. 1745 
De Foe's Eng. Tradesman II. xxxix. 1x6 He will always 
have the worst of it in equity, whatever he may have at 
common law. 1765-9 Blackstone Comm, (J.), In the court 
of Chancery there are two distinct tribunals; the one 
ordinary, being a court of common law ; the other extra- 
ordinary, being a court of equity. *832 Austin Jurispr. 
(1879) I. 40 Equity sometimes signifies a species of law. 
1853 Wharton/*#. Digest 708 Equity will grant relief when 
>.a contract is made under a mistake. 2858 Ld. St. Leon- 
ards Handy Bk. Prop. Law ii. 3 There are settled and in- 
violable rules of equity, which require to be moderated by 
the rules of good conscience. 

Tb. Defined so as to include other systems ana- 
logous to this ; e.g. the prmtorium jus of the 
Romans. ■ v 

*862 Maine Anc. Lawn. (1870) 28 What I call equity. , 
any body of rules existing by^ the side of the original civil 
law, founded on distinct principles and claiming incidentally 
to supersede the civil law in virtue of a superior sanctity 
inherent in those principles. 


5 . An equitable right, i. e. one recognizable by a 
court of equity. Often in pi. 

a i6z$ Bacon Max. Uses Com. Law 65 Upon which 
agreement in Writing, there ariseth an Equitie or Honestie, 
that the land should goe according to those agreements. 
1826-30 Kent Comm . II. 118 The wife’s equity to a suitable 
provision for the maintenance of herself and her children. 
1844 Williams Real Prop. (ed. 12) 177 Incidental equities 
are also to be recognized by the courts respectively and 
every judge thereof. 2883 Sir E. E. Kay in Law Times 
Rep.XJdiX. 77/2 It was hardly said that he was entitled to 
any charge, or lien, or equity on this particular fund.^ 

b. Equity of redemption : the right which a 
mortgagor who has in law forfeited his estate has of 
redeeming it within a reasonable time by payment 
of the principal and interest. Equity to a settle- 
ment : a wife’s equitable right to have settled upon 
her any properties coming to her after marriage. 

1712 Arbuthnot John Bull 67 But has not Esquire South 
the equity of redemption ? 1767 Blackstone Comm. II. 159 
This reasonable advantage, allowed to mortgagors, is called 
the equity of redemption. 1858 Ld. St. Leonards Handy 
Bk. Prop. Law xiv. 02 Twenty years’ adverse possession, by 
a person claiming the equity of redemption, will bar the 
rightful o.wner. 

6. attrib . and Comb., as equity-bar , court , -judge, 
- lawyer . Also equity-draughtsman, a barrister 
who draws pleadings in equity. 

« *832 Bentham Justice <$• Codijftc. Petit. Wks. 1843 V. 
484 Turn first to the self-styled equity courts. 

+ L'quivale, v. Obs. [ad. Fr. Equival-oir, ad. 
late L. sequivale-re, {.sequus equal 4- vale-re to be 
strong.] traits, a. To provide an equivalent for. 
b. To be equivalent to. rare. 

1608 [S. Hierqn] Defence III. 30 Sociall admission to the 
Lords table, .is equivaled & sufficiently supplyed, in that., 
ye partake of the deinties. 1659 Fuller App. I nj. Innoc. 
II. 98 Such participles equivale infinitives. 1695 Kennett 
Par. Antiq. App. 685 The English addition Field equivaling 
the Greek Nuo]. 

Equivalence (fkwrval&ns), sb. Also 7 equi- 
valence. [a. F. Equivalence, ad. med.L. sequiva - 
lentia , f. {/equivalent- em Equivalent.] 

1 . The condition of being equivalent; equality 
of value, force, importance, significance, etc. 

#1541 Wyatt Poet . Wks. (1861) 203 When he weigheth 
the fault and recompense, He..findetn plain Atween them 
two no whit equivalence. 2590 Greene Fr. Bacon Wks. 
(ed. Dyce' 173/2 Have you courted and found Castile fit 
To answer England in equivalence? 1652 Wadsworth 
tr. Sandoval's Civ. Wars Spain 212 In satisfaction or 
equivalence thereof, hee might allow a pension or stipend 
to, etc. 1655-60 Stanley Hist. Philos. 12701) 476/1 /Equi- 
valence we call an equality as to Belief or Unbelief. 1677 
Hale Prim. Grig. Man. 1. ii. 53 No Organs .„ which are 
wanting in the constitution of the humane Body, at least in 
substance and equivalence. 1690 Norris Beatitudes (1694) 
I. 214 Tho there be no Proportion of Equivalence between 
our best Works and the Rewards of Heaven. 1847 Lewes 
Hist. Philos . (1867) I. Introd. 63 The whole stress of Verifi- 
cation consists in reducing propositions to identity or equi- 
valence. 1870 Bowen Logic viii. 250 It brings to light very 
clearly the virtual equivalence of those moods in the several 
Figures. 2890 Times 4 Jan. 9/2 Gold and silver will, .assume 
equivalence at the ratio the Act names. 

b. Physics, Equality of energy or effect. 

284a Grove Com Pkys. Forces (ed. 6) 61 The relation is 
not a relation of simple mechanical equivalence. 2878 Tait 
& Stewart Unseen Univ. iii. 112 But the exact and formal 
enuntiation of the equivalence of heat and work, .was given 
by Davy in 1812. 

C. Equivalence of force', the doctrine that force 
of one kind becomes transformed into force of 
another kind of the same value. Cf. Conservation 
of energy, Energy 6. 

1871 Tyndall Fragm. Sc. (ed. 6) II. xiv. 348 No engine. . 
can evade this law of equivalence, or perform on its own 
account the smallest modicum of work. 2863 B. Stewart 
Conserv. Force viii. 205 The doctrine called, the correlation, 
persistence, equivalence, transmutability, indestructibility 
of force. 

2 . Chem. The doctrine that differing fixed quan- 
tities of different substances are ‘ equivalent * in 
chemical combinations. 

2880 tr. Wurtz ’ Atom. Th. 76 He mentions polybasicacids 
as forming. an exception to the theory of equivalence. 

f Equivalence, v. nonce-wd. [f. prec. sb.] 
irons . To balance, serve as equipoise to. 

2646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. 1. i, 3 Whether the resist- 
ibility of his reason did not equivalence the facility of her 
■seduction. 

Equivalency (/kwrvalensi). [ad. L. sequi- 
valentia : see Equivalence sb. and -enoy.] 

1 . = Equivalence i. 

2535 Bp. Salisbury in Strype Eccl. Mem. I. App. Ixi. 150 
Your letter . . having the equivalency of a inhibition. 2614 
Selden Titles Hon. 199 Dux and Comes Britannia;, of 
whose equiualencie in ancient time, alreadie. 2674 Petty 
Disc. Dufil. Proportion 38 The one to measure the velocity 
of the Wind, and the other its Power or Equivalency to 
Weight, a 1677 Barrow Serm. (1810) I. 159 We have re- 
demption through his blood, the forgiveness of Sins ; which 
argueth the equivalency of these terms. 2737 L. Clarke 
Hist. Bible (1740) II, v. 126 He promises them the reward 
of an hundredfold by way of comfort and equivalency. 2803 
Edin. Rev , III. 237 Money only serves as a measure of 
equivalency, not as a medium of exchange. 1821 Ibid. 
XXXV. 432 By means of which alone the equivalency of 
dactyls and spondees could ever be established. 1864 Huxley 
Compar. Anat. v. 85 Leave aside altogether the question of 
the equivalency of these groups. 


b. Physics. ~ Equivalence 1 b. 

2866 Intel!. Observ . No. 54. 454 This equivalency of heat 
and mechanical force. 

2 . them. — Equivalence 2. 

2869 Mrs. Somerville Molec . Sc. 1. iii. 106 And thus 
chemical equivalency extends to them. 

3 . Geol. Of strata : Correspondence in serial 
order and characteristics. 

1853 G. Tate Addr. Berwick. Naturalists' Club , Fossil- 
iferous beds , . furnish interesting evidence as to age and 
equivalency. . 186a Dana Man. Geol. 203 {title, Reality of 
the Primordial or Potsdam Period in America, and its 
equivalency with the European. 

1 4 . An equivalent, a substitute. Obs. 

1698 Norris Pract. Disc. (1707) IV. 84 A Vicarious Punish- 
ment, not a rigid Satisfaction, but an Equivalency. 1705 
Col. Rec.Penn . II. 295 Will prove a sufficient Equivalency. 
Equivalent (zkwrvalent), d. and j/. Forms: 
6-7 eque-, equivolent(e, 6 equivalent, 7-8 
8equivalent, 5- equivalent, [ad. late L. sequi- 
valent-em, pr. pple. of sequiva l ere, f. sequus equal 
+ valere to be powerful, to be worth. Cf. Fr, 
Equivalent .] A. adj. Equal in value, power, efficacy, 
or import. Const, to, f with, f for or simply. 

+ 1 . Of persons or things: Equal in power, rank, 
authority, efficacy, or excellence. Obs. 

c 1460 Fortescue Abs. # Lint. Mott. (1714) 67 The Kyng 
of Scotts. .put out of the. .Lond, the Eries Dowglas, whose 
Lyvelood and Myght was nerehand equivalent to his owne. 
2513 Bradshaw St. Werlmrge 1/803 Equyualent to Ruth 
she was in humylyte. 1531 ^ Elyot Gov. i. xiv, At the 
laste we shulde haue .. publike weale equiualent to the 
grekes or Romanes. 2568 Grafton Chron. II. 437 The 
Duke of Burgoyn . . thinking no man eyther in aucthoritie 
or blood equyvalenttohimseife..tookeupon him the whole 
rule and governaunce of the realme. 1597 Bacon Cottiers 
Good <<(• Evill v. (Arb.) 146 Fraunce..was equiualent with 
them all, and beside more compacted and vnited. 2602 
Holland Pliny II. 261 The oile of the Lentiske .. 
were mquiualent euery way to oile-rosat, but that it is 
found to be more astringent. 1608 Shaks. Per. v. i. 92 
Ancestors Who stood equivalent with mighty kings. 1655 
Let. in Hartlib Ref. Commonw. Bees 25 As to Medicinal 
virtue ^equivalent, if not exceeding the other. 2657 Burton's 
Diary (1828) II. 88 Certainly their authority was equivalent 
with yours. 2667 Milton P. L. ix. 609 No Fair to thine 
Equivalent or second, a 1687 Petty Pol. Arith. i. (1691) 1 
A small Country and few People may be equivalent in 
Wealth and Strength to a far greater People and Territory. 

+ 2 . Occasional uses, a. Of songs : ? Concor- 
dant. b. Correspondent, proportioned to. Obs. 

2513 Bradshaw St. Werburge 1. 3107 Syngynge full 
swetely theyr songes equyualent. 1560 Rolland Crt. Venus 
1. 703 It is Equiualent To all ressoun . . That thy mater . . 

I tak on hand. 

8. Equal in value. Now only in more restricted 
uses: ( a ) of things regarded as mutually com- 
pensating each other, or as exchangeable ; (b) of 
things of which one serves as a measure of value 
for the other. 

1591 Horsey Trav. (Hakluyt Soc.) App. 301 The gayne.. 
wold be at the ieaste equevolente with the comodytyes the 
marchantes should reape therby. 1639 Fuller Holy War 

iv. xviii. (1647) 198 Tarqueminus reserving his person [King 
Louis] as an equivalent ransome. c 1720 Prior 1st Hymn 
Callimachus 70 Things of moment well nigh equivalent, and 
neighbouring value, By lot are parted. 2769 Goldsm, Hist. 
Rom. (1786;!. 210 The lives of those men were not equiva- 
lent for those of an army. 2828 Jas. Mill Brit. India H. 

v. ii. 372 To pay an equivalent penalty, in case she failed m 
the proof of her charges. 2848 Macaulay Hist. Eng. II. 251 
Thirty thousand pounds may be considered as equivalent 
to a hundred and fifty thousand pounds in the nineteenth 
century. 2858 Bright^. India 24 June, Taxation equiva- 
lent to 300,000,000/. 

b. Of weights, measures, numerical expressions : 
Equal in quantitative * value \ 

2806 Hutton Math. I. 56 Reduce f to its equivalent 
number. To reduce a whole number to an equivalent 
fraction. 28*5 N icholson Operat. Mech, Gloss . 780 Quintal, 
a French or Spanish weight equivalent to 100 lbs. of those 
respective nations. 

4 . Having equal or corresponding import, mean- 
ing, or significance : chiefly of words and ex- 
pressions. 

2529 More Heresy es iv. Wks. 280/1 It is now all one to 
cal him a Lutherane or to call him an heretike, those two 
wordes being in maner equiualent 2530 Lyndesay Test 
Papyngo Doctryne and deid war boitn equeuolent. 2614 
Selden Titles Hon . 169 With them Princeps alone was 
equiualent with the name of Emperor. 2668 Wilkins Real 
Char. 369 That double Letter in the Hebrew C£). .is by some 
accounted equivolent to this. 2749 Power Pros. Numbers 
6r Furnish yourself with a Copia of Equivalent Words. 
1832 Lewis Use Ab. Pol. Terms vii. 63 Here he makes 
a republic equivalent to a democracy, 1846 M ill Logic 1 . v. 
§ 7 Let us substitute for the word virtue an equivalent but 
more definite expression. 2886 F. W. Maitland in Law 
Q. Rev. Oct. 481 The further back we trace our legal 
history the more perfectly equivalent do the words seisin 
and possession become. 

5 . That is virtually the same thing ; identical in 
effect; tantamount. 

2639 Fuller Holy War iii. xx. (1647) 244 Who knoweth 
not, but such awitnesse is equivalent to a generall consent? 
2698 Keill Exam. Th. Earth (1734) 99 The centrifugal 
force, .is equivalent, .to two forces. 2752 Johnson Rambler 
No. 153 f 4 The contrariety of equal attractions is equivalent 
to rest. ^ 177a Junius Lett. Ixviii. 346 Being taken with vert 
or venison was declared to be equivalent to indictment. 
1842 Lytton Zanoni 28 A whisper against his honour and 
repute will, in future, be equivalent to an affront to 
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myself. 1865 S. Austin Ranke’s Hist. Ref, III. 237 His 
presence, .would be equivalent to an army of ten thousand 
men, 1885 Watson & Burbury Math. Th. Electr. % Magn. 

I. 145 The system is therefore equivalent to a complete 
sphere charged to unit potential. 

6 . Having the same relative position or function ; 
corresponding. 

1634 Brer eton Trav . (Chetham Soc.) 8 Burgomaisters . . 
are equivalent to our bailiffs of cities or towns corporate. 
1796 Morse Amer. Geog. II. 583 The Cadi, or some equiva- 
lent officer. 1807 J. E. Smith Phys. Bot . 7 Perhaps in the 
fossil kingdom heat may be equivalent to a vital principle. 
x8. . Dana (W.), The equivalent strata of different countries. 
x8Sz Vines Sachs' Bot. 152 The underground hairs of Mosses 
and the true roots of vascular plants are physiologically 
equivalent. 

7. Client. Of a quantity of any substance : Equal 
in combining value to a (stated) quantity of an- 
other substance. Also, of elements : Having the 
same degree of quantivalence. 

1850 Daubeny Atom. Th. ix. (ed. 2) 280 note, Otto em- 
ploys the term equivalent volume instead of atomic volume. 
1869 Rqscoe Elem , Chem. 172 The elements belonging to 
one class are equivalent. 1873 Williamson Chem. § 85 One 
atom of oxygen takes the place of two atoms of chlorine, 
and it is spoken of as equivalent to two atoms of chlorine. 
1880 tr. IV arts’ A tom. Th. 33 The atoms of simple bodies 
are equivalent to each other. 

B. sl>. 

1. Something equal in value or worth ; said esp, 
of things given by way of exchange or compen- 
sation ; also, something tantamount or virtually 
identical. 

1502 Ord. Crysten Men (W. de W. 1506) iv. vii, 185 By 
delyberacyon and fully consentynge or equyualent tres- 
passer ony of the ,x, commaundementes. a 16x6 Rogers (J.\ 
A regular obedience to one law will be a full equivalent for 
their breach of another. 1672 Marvell Reh. Transp. I. 234 
You may well think we expected no less an equivalent. 
2722 Wodrow Corr. (1843) II. 678 I’ll remit the money 
to you as you direct, or send you equivalents. 1760 
Goldsm. dt. IV. xx vii, For every dinner., they returned 
an _ equivalent in praise.. 1771 — Hist. Eng. IV. 270 
This, however, was considered as no equivalent to the 
damages that had been sustained. 1792 A need. IV. Pitt II. 
xxiii. 52 Belleisle alone .. was a sufficient equivalent for 
Minorca. 1828 Ld. Grenville Sink. Fund 9 Those quan- 
tities of money and of bread are equivalents. 1841 Lane 
Arab. His. I. 18 To be paid in kind, or in money, or other 
equivalent. 1855 Bain Senses fy Int. in. iii. (1864' 567 The 
existence of a plurality of weak resemblances will be the 
equivalent of a single stronger one. 1872 Yeats TecJm. 
Hist. Comm. 159 Thus a white weasel’s skin, was an equi- 
valent for eleven sheepskins. 

b. The Equivalent in Eng. Hist . : a sum of 
money ordered, by the Act of Union of 1707 , to be 
paid to Scotland as a set-off against additional 
excise duties, loss on coinage, etc. 

1706 Articles of Union xv, The sum of 398,085/, 10s. .. 
being the equivalent to be answered to Scotland forsuch parts 
of the said customs and excises, etc. The said commis- 
sioners. .shall keep books containing accounts of the amount 
of the equivalent. .1707 Luttrell Brief Rel. VI. 181 Most 
of the Scotch commissioners for the equivalent are gone for 
that kingdom. 1708 Loud. Gaz. No. 4419/6 A. .quantity of 
arms . . belonging to the Commissioners of the Equivalent. 
f e. An equal part. Ohs. rare, 
c 1590 Marlowe Faust, vii. (1878) 12 The streets straight- 
forth. .Quarter the town in four equivalents. 

2. A word, expression, sign, etc., of equivalent 
meaning or import. 

1651 Hobbes Govt. <$• Soc. ii. 32 The words themselves., 
have in them the very essence of an Oath, to wit, so God 
help me, or other equivalent. 1862 H. Spencer First Prhtc. 
11. iii. (1875) 158 Appearance, which is its [Phenomenon’s] 
verbal equivalent. ^ 1865 Tylor Early Hist. Man. v. 96 
Wrote down the pictured equivalents for these words. 1876 
Freeman Form. Conq. II.. App. 683, I have not found any 
English equivalent for that title. 

3. In various scientific uses : a. Chem. — equi- 
valent proportion (see quot and A. 7 .). 

1827 Faraday Chem. Manip. xxii. 554 The term chemical 
equivalent may therefore be used to imply that proportion of 
a body which is necessary to act upon another body. _ x8Sx 
Williamson in Nature No. 618. 416 The term equivalent 
was subsequently introduced to indicate the proportional 
weights of analogous substances found to be of equal value 
in their chemical effects. 

b. That which corresponds in relative position 
or function (see A. 6) ; in Biol, said of analogous 
and homologous structures ; in Geol. of a stratum 
or formation in one country answering to one in 
another country. 

1839 Murchison Silur. Syst. 1. iii. 33 The English equiva- 
lents of the Keuper. 1856 Woodward Mollusca 48 The 
univalve shell is the equivalent of both valves of the bivalve. 

C. Physics. Mechanical equivalent : the amount 
of mechanical effect resulting from the operation 
of a force. Mechanical equivalent of heat \ con- 
ventionally, the amount of mechanical energy re- 
quired to raise 1 lb. of water through i° C, 

1842 Grove Corr. Phys, Forces 19 Where both lose, then 
an equivalent of heat results. ^ x86o Tyndall Glac. 11. xix. 
329 This force is the mechanical equivalent of the heat 
generated. 1863 — Heat ii. (1870) 39 He first calculated the 
mechanical equivalent of heat. 1862 H. Spencer First 
Princ. 11. iii. (1875) 165 An equivalent of the pressure we 
consciously exert. 1876 Tait Rec. Adv. Phys. Sc. vi. 137 
For a quantity of heat represents its equivalent of work. 
fig. 1878 Seeley Stein II. 17 Napoleon . . had tried to 
find the Mechanical Equivalent of Catholicism. 


4. Comb, equivalent-money (see 1 b) ; equi- 
valent number {Chem A, atomic weight. 

1707 LvTT-R-Ebh Britf Rel (1857) VI. 189 The remainder of 
the equivalent money for Scotland is to be sent thither next 
Tuesday in specie and bank bills. 17x5 Bond. Gas. No. 
5307/2 Commissioners for disposing so much of the Equi- 
valent Mony payable to Scotland- as remains yet un- 
applied. x8s6 Henry Elem. Chem. I. 629 The equivalent 
number, or weight of the atom, of alumina, has been less 
satisfactorily determined than that of most of the earths. 

H qiiivaleutly (fkwi*valentli), adv. [f. prec. 
adj. t -ly 2 .] 

1. To an equivalent amount, in an equivalent 
degree. 

a 1528 Skelton How Dk. Albany , §c. 403 His grace to 
magnify and laude equivalently. 1786 T. J efferson Writ. 
(18591 1. 598 He must lessen equivalently his consumption 
of some other European articles in order to pay for his 
coffee and sugar. 1842 Grove Corr, Phys. Forces (ed. 6} 171 
Each force is . . equivalently convertible into each other. 

2. As an equivalent term, or in equivalent terms, 
with equivalent force or signification. 

1545 U dall Erasm. Par. Luke Kx^gg) Pref. 5 b, Whose full 
importyng cannot with onemereEnglisheworde equiualently 
be interpreted. 1631 J. Burges A nszu. Rejoined 201 The 
termes..are not vsed disiunctiuely but equiualently. 1805 
H. Tooke Parley (1840) 265 Certain is was used in the 
same manner equivalently to certes. 

t 3. Virtually, in effect. (In 17 th c. often op- 
posed to expressly , formally.') Obs. 

1644 H unton Vind. Treat . Monarchy iv. 30 When the 
promise or Oath, .amounts either expressely or equivalently 
to a relaxation of the bond of subjection. 1648 J. Goodwin 
Right <$* Might, Either formally or equivalently the same. 
1652 L. S. People’s Liberty viii. 14 The major part of the 
suffrages is equivalently the whole number. 1655 Fuller 
Ch. Hist. Index, Athelwolphus Monarch of the Saxons 
maketh (equivalently) a Parliament act for the paying of 
Tithes, a 1677 Barrow Wks. (1687) I. 285 We seldom, in 
kind or equivalently, are our selves clear of that which we 
charge upon others. 1689 Treat . Monarchy 11. i. 37 By 
the Grant of the former Laws, .he did equivalently put him- 
self into the State of Legal Monarchs, 

Equi valiant: see Equi 'pref 
T Equi’valize, Obs. rare~~' L . [f Equival- 
ent + -ize.] In phrase, To equivalize account : 
to amount. 

1647 M. Hudson Dip. Right. Govt. Ep. Ded. 10 The 
summa totalis of my ability did never equivalize account to 
one hundred pence. 

Equivalue: see Equi- pref. 
t Bqurvocacy. Obs. rare. [f. L. cequivoc-us 
(see next) + -acy : cf. Browne’s univocacy.] Equi- 
vocal character. 

1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. 111. vii. 120 Againe, it is un- 
reasonable to ascribe the equivocacy of this forme unto the 
hatching of a Toade. 1847 in Craig ; and in mod. Diets. 

Equivocal (/kwrv<£kal), a. and sb. Also 7 
equi-, sequivocall, 7-9 sequivocal. [f. late L. 
sequivoc-us ambiguous (f, sequus equal + voc-dre to 
call)+-AL.] A. adj. 

f 1. Equal or the same in name (with something 
else) but not in reality ; having a name, without 
the qualities it implies ; nominal. Obs. 

1643 Sir T. Browne Relig. Med.i. § 12 This visible world 
is but a picture of the invisible, wherein, as in a pourtract, 
things are not truely, but in equivocall shapes. x66x Ussher 
Power Princes 1. (1683) 34 They being subject to the over- 
sight . . of the Ephori, were but equivocal Kings, such in 
name, but not in deed.. X744 Berkeley Siris. § 210 From 
the sun's light, which is corporeal, there springs forth an- 
other equivocal light which is incorporeal. 

2. Of words, phrases, etc. : Having different 
significations equally appropriate or plausible; 
capable of double interpretation ; ambiguous. 

1601-2 Fulbecke i st Pt. Parall. 68 Your libel . . should 
be certaine, and without ambiguous or equiuocall tearmes. 
X604 Shaks. Oth. 1. iii. 2x7 These Sentences, to Sugar, or 
to Gall, Being strong on both sides, are Equiuocall. 1656 
Cowlf.y Pindar. Odes Note 47 These vast accounts arose 
from the aequivocal term of a Year among them. 17x2 F. 
T. Shorthand 25 Even in Long- Hand oftentimes equivocal 
Abbreviations are often written. 175677 tr. Keysler’s TraiK 
(1760) IV. 208 He ... takes care that his answers be so equi- 
vocal as always to secure him a retreat, x8x8 Cruise 
Digest (ed. 2) VI. 187. There was perhaps no word in the 
language of more equivocal effect than the word or. x868 
Gladstone. y«7/. MnndivW. (1870) 184 To say .. that the 
Greek religion as it grew old improved . . would be to use 
equivocal and misleading language, 
i b. Of evidence, manifestations, etc.: Of uncer- 
! tain bearing or significance. 

1769 Junius Lett, xxvii. 126 Some . . less equivocal proofs 
of his munificence. 1794 Sullivan View Nat. V. 87 No 
very equivocal symptom of antiquity. 1842 H. Rogers 
Ess. I. 1. 3 An equivocal indication of merit. 

e. nonce-use. Of a person : Expressing himself 
in equivocal terms. 

x6ox Shaks. All’s Well v. iii. 249 As thou art a knaue 
and no knaue, what an equiuocall Companion is this? 

3. Of uncertain nature ; not admitting of being 
classified, * nondescript ’. Equivocal generation : 
the (supposed) production of plants or animals 
without parents ; spontaneous generation. 

1658 Sir T.Browne Hydr. <$• Card. Cyrus 51 The ^Equivocal 
production of things under undiscerned principles, makes 
a large part of generation. 1662 Stillingfl. Orig. Sacr. 1. 
iv. § 9 Born by the same sequivocall generation that mice 
and frogs are from the impregnated slime of the earth. 1677 


Hale Prim. Orig, Man. iv. ii. 306. Whether those imperfect 
or equivocal Animals were created or no, it is not altogether 
clear. 1724 Swift Drapier’s Lett, vii, If any new ones 
[party and faction] spring up, they must be of equivocal 
generation, without any seed. 1772-84 Cook Voy. (1790) I. 
29 The sea was tinged . , with these equivocal substances. 
1796 C. Marshall Garden, ii. 16 Equivocal generation we 
reject. 1830 Scott Demonol. v. 143 The equivocal spirits 
called fairies. *863 Lyell Aniiq. Man xx. 391 The old 
doctrine of equivocal or spontaneous generation. 

b. Of sentiments, etc. : Undecided, not deter- 
mined to either side. Chiefly in negative sen- 
tences. 

1791 Burke Corr. (1844) III. 219, I am sure the sentiments 
of London were not equivocal. 1845 S. Austin Ranke’s 
Hist. Ref. I. 139 The equivocal and half hostile attitude 
he had assumed. 

e. Music. Equivocal chord : one which may be 
resolved into different keys without changing any 
of its tones. 

4. Of ad vantages, merits, etc.: Dubiously genuine, 
questionable. 

a 1797 H. Walpole Mem. Geo. Ill (1845) I* Ii- 19 A 
Churchman . . whose sanctity was as equivocal as their 
own. 1846 Prescott Ferd. Is. II. xix. 19 1 In the sci- 
ences their success was more equivocal. 1847 Disraeli 
Tancred 11. vii, Without that equivocal luxury, a great 
country-house. 1878 Bosw. Smith Carthage 159 To_ set 
against this equivocal gain, the Romans had lost 700 ships. 

5. Of persons, callings, tendencies, etc. : Doubt- 
ful in character or reputation ; liable to unfavour- 
able comment or description ; questionable ; sus- 
picious. 

1790 Burke Fr. Rev. Wks. Y. 247, I shall always . . con- 
sider that liberty as very equivocal in her appearance, which 
has not wisdom and justice for her companions. 2831 
Lytton Godolph. 12 The equivocal mode of life he had 
entered upon. 1863 Geo. Eliot Romola 11. xxi, The pre- 
parations for the equivocal guest. 

f B. sb. An equivocal word or term ; a ho- 
monym. 

1653 Urquhart Rabelais 1. ix, ASquivocals so absurd and 
witlesse that, etc. 1668 Wilkins Real Char. 17 Great 
variety of Equi vocals. So the word Bill signifies both a 
Weapon, a Bird’s Beak, and a written Scroul. 1715 Bent- 
ley Serm, x. (1735) 360 The scandalous shifts of Kquivocals 
and Mental Restrictions. <*1734 Dennis (J.), Shall two or 
three wretched equivocate have the force to corrupt us? 
1775 in Ash ; and in mod. Diets. 

Equivocality (/kwhwkarliti). [f. prec. + 
-ITT.] The quality or condition of being equi- 
vocal ; also concr. Something which is equivocal; 
an equivoque. 

1734 tr. Rollin’s Anc. Hist . (1827) 1 . 58, I repeat it in 
Latin because the equivocality . . will not subsist. 1830 
Galt Lawrie T. vi. i. (1849)254 They interpreted her equi- 
vocalities, as she intended they should. 1847 Fraser's 
Mag. XXXVI. 560 The conduct of Lady ^Hamilton and 
Nelson was .. guaranteed against equivocality by the fact 
of Sir William Hamilton’s station in life. x88x Cqntemp. 
Rev. June 889 Suggesting ideas by such equivocalities. 

Equivocally (zkwi*v<?kali), adv. Also 6-7 
eeq-. [f. as prec. + -LY 2 .] In an equivocal manner. 

f 1. So as to have the name without the proper- 
ties implied in the name; nominally. Cf. Equi- 
vocal 1 . Obs. 

1579 Fulke Heskins’ Pari. 208 By flesh and lffoud sequi- 
uocally, he vnderstandeth the sacrament of the flesh and 
bioud of Christe. a 1619 Fotherby A theom. 1. xiv. § 4 (1622) 
152 Which whosoeuer lacketh, he is not properly, but equi- 
vocally, a man. <2x716 South jj.), Words abstracted from 
their proper sense ana signification, lose the nature of words, 
and are only equivocally so called. 

2. By equivocal generation. See Equivocal a. 3 . 

1645 Wither Gt. Assises Parnass. 31-3 Reptiles, which 

are equivocally bred. 1828 Macaulay Misc. Writ. (1S60) 
419 Those foul reptiles, .of filth and stench equivocally born. 

3. a. So as to admit of a twofold or manifold 
application, b. So as to convey a double mean- 
ing, ambiguously. 

a. 1630 Bratiiwait Eng. Gentl. (1641) 70 Vocation may be 
taken equivocally or unxvocally. c 1790 Reid Let. in Wks. 
I. 75/2 The same word may be applied to different things 
in three ways . . equivocally, when they have no relation 
but a common name. 

b. 1660 R, Coke Just. Find. 39, I forgive Grotius in 
this, not having defined anything less equivocally. <21720 
Sheffield (Dk. Buckhm.) Wks. (1753' II. 153 She spoke 
equivocally. x8x8 Jas. Mill Brit. India II. v. v. 551 They 

j [the instructions] were so equivocally worded. 

Equi vocalnes s . [f. as prec. + -ness.] The ‘ 
quality or condition of being equivocal. 

1647 Power of the Keys vi. 131 This is a mistake, arising 
from the equivocalnesse of the word. 1724 Waterland 
A than. Creed 122 The equivocalness of the title gave a 
handle to those that came after to understand it of a form 
of faith composed by Athanasius. 1760 C. Johnston Chry- 
sal (1822) I. 30 The equivocalness of my character. 1878 
F. Taylor in Grove Diet. Mus. I. 19 This method of writ- 
ing merely substitutes a greater equivocalness for a less. 

J Equrvocaut, ct. Obs. [ad. L. sequivocant- 
em, pr. pple. of sequivoc-dre : see Equivocate.] 
Speaking equivocally. 

1609 Holland A mm. Marcel, xxiii. iv. 224 An answere 
by Oracle . . no lesse ambiguous and equivocant. 

t EquivOCas. Obs. [peril, the L. {verba) sequi- 
voca ‘ equivocal words’, with an Eng. pi. ending.] 
c 1400 Test. Love ^ III. (1561) 317/2 Thus maie wille by 
terme of equivocas in three waies been understonde. 1775 
Ash, Equivocas , an equivocation, Chaucer. 
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Equivocate (zkwrv<?k*?t), sb. rare. [ad. L. 
sequivocdt-um, neut. pa. pple. of sequivocdre : see 
next.] A word identical in lorm bnt not in meaning. 

1881 Pall Mall G. xi June 2x/x The comic confusion made 
by the translator between the Latin aigeo and its Greek 
equivocate. 

Equivocate (zkwiwtfk^t), v. [f. low L. sequi- 
meat - ppl. stem of sequivoed-re to call by the 
same name, f. late L. scquivoc-us : see Equivocal. 
Cf. It. equivocare, Fr. equivoque ri] 

F 1 . intr. To have the same sound with. Obs. 

xSxx Cotgr. s.v. Prom esse. The words Jo l lie equivocate 
vnto folie. Ibid. s.v. Sens, This word [•S'tfw.s] , . equivocates 
with Cent, a hundred. 

t 2 . tram . To resemble so closely as to occasion 
mistake. Obs. 

1681 P. Rycaut Sp. Crttick 120 Making Hell with these 
Sports and Pastimes equivocate a Paradise. Ibid. 158 
Such twins both in colour and bigness, that one equivocates 
the other. 

F 3 . intr. To use a word in more than one ap- 
plication or sense ; to use words of double mean- 
ing ; to deal in ambiguities. Obs. 

16x3 R. C. Table A Iph. (ed. 3', Equivocate, to speake 
doubtfully. 1635 Austin Med it. 98 Hee doth not equivo- 
cate : but his meaning is, etc. 1685 Baxter Parapkr, 
N.T. x Cor. xv. Annot., To. . place those with the blessed 
Spirits, is but to equivocate, and not to use the Words uni- 
vocally. x68x-6 J. Scott Chr. Life 1x747) III. 37 Either . . 
he meant according to the common Sense, or . . he intended 
to equivocate. 

t h. trims. To misapprehend through ambiguity 
of language. Obs. 

166$ J. Serjeant Sure-footing 207 To put the point of 
Faith out of danger of being equivocated. 

4 . intr. In bad sense : 4 To mean one thing and 
express another ’ (J.) ; to prevaricate. 

1590 Sandys Europve Spec. 116321 102 Making it lawful! 
for them to equivocate with their adversaries in their an- 
sweres. _ 1727 De Foe Syst. Magic 1. iii. 11840! 84 It is 
enough if he does but equivocate, and tacitly grant it. 1832 
Hr. Martinea v Ireland v. 88 By equivocating, hesitating, 
and giving ambiguous answers, she effected her purpose. 
2848 Macaulay Hist. Eng, II. 379 The witness shuffled, 
equivocated, pretended to misunderstand the questions. 

f o. trans. a. To insinuate by equivocation, 
fo. To evade (an oath, a promise) by equivocation. 

1626 L. Owen Spec. Jesuit. (x6 29 ' 20 To equiuocate and 
falsie their oaths and faiths. 1645 T. Hill Olive-br. Peace 
(1648) 14 Though you will not swear (perhaps), God knows 
whether you will not equivocate a lye in your Trading. 
1646 Sir G. Buck Rich. Ill , 142 He equivocated his Vow 
by a Mental Reservation, a 1649 Drumm. of Hawth. Wks. 
(1711) 201 When an oath should oblige you to arise in 
arms . . ye . . endeavour now to make evasions and equi- 
vocate it. 

Equivocating (zkwrvJk^tiq), vbl. sb. [f. 
prec. + -ikga] The action of the verb Equivo- 
cate ; prevarication. 

1606 St. Trials , H. Garnet (R.), This equivocating and 
lying is a kind of unchastity, a 17x4 Burnet Own Time 
(1766)1. 146 An sequivocating. .that did not become a Prince. 

Equi vocating, ppl. a. [f. as prec. + -ing^j 
T hat equivocates, in senses of the verb. 

1643 Milton Tetrach. Introd. (1851) 140 A late equivo- 
cating Treatise. 1659 T, Pecke Pamassi Puerp. 155 Equi- 
vocating Fortune gave the Day To Caesar in the large 
Pharsaha. 1707 (titled The Church of England not in 
Dan ger and What a i ifarious, equivocating, sort of Cant 
does Mr. Higgins employ. x88x Miss Braddon Asph. III. 
3O0 Her equivocating answer. 

Hence Eqni*vocatingfIy adv. 

... 1652 Gaule Magas front. 289 He answered aequivocat- 
ingly, that, etc. 1884 A. Forbes Chinese Gordon ii. 92 
Bailey replied, equivocatingly, that he had heard so. 

Equivocation (?kwi:vrivFi^n). Forms : 4-6 
equivocacion(e, (4 equivocacoun, 5 equy oca- 
cion), 6-7 eeqxiivocation, 6- equivocation, 
[ad. late L. sequivoedtion-em, f. sequivocdre : see 
Equivocate. Cf. Fr. iquivocation, Pr. equivo- 
cation Sp. equivocacion, It. equivocazione .] 

F 1. The using (a word) in more than one sense; 
ambiguity or uncertainty of meaning in words ; 
also [cf. Sp. equivocation], misapprehension arising 
from the ambiguity of terms. Obs. 

c 1380 Wyclif Serm. Sel Wks. 1 . 61 Bi pis may we se hou 
argumentis gone awei bi equivocacion of wordis. 14x3 
Lydg. Pilgr. So’ivle v. i, (1859V 73 Ye clepe seculum the 
world here abouen. what mene ye by this equyocacion of 
that name? 1432-30 tr. Higden (Rolls] I. 327 The oon of 
theyme isyallede This, and that other is cal led e Tile, leste 
equiuocacion of the names deceyve hym. 133a More Confut. 
Tindale Wks. 537/2 Here Tindall runneth in iuglinge, by 
equiuocacion of thys worde church. x6o6 Holland Sue ton. 
Annot. xo Playing upon the aequivocation or double sense of 
the word Dialis. 1656 Ben Israel Find. Jud. in Phenix 
(1708) II. 1409 That because of the Equivocation of the 
Word, they should change it for another. 1738-41 War- 
bit rton Div. Legat. nr. App. Wks. (18 x x ) III. 337 The second 
♦ * receives all its strength from an equivocation in the 
term, good. 1809-10 Coleridge Friend (1865) 23 It hides 
its deformity in an equivocation, or double meaning of the 
word truth. 

b. Logic. As the equivalent of Gr. djjunvvfiia : 
The fallacy which is committed when a term has 
d ifferent senses in the different members of a 
syllogism. 

1603 Bacon Adv. Leapt, n. xiv. § 7 The great sophism of 
all sophisms being equivocation or ambiguity of words and 


phrase. 1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. l iv. 13 The 
fallacie of ^Equivocation and Amphibologie, which conclude 
from the ambiguity of some one word, or the ambiguous 
sintaxis of many. 1870 Jevons Elem . Logic xx. 171. 

2 . The use of words or expressions that are sus- 
ceptible of a double signification, with a view to 
mislead ; csp. the expression of a virtual false hood 
in the form of a proposition which (in order to 
satisfy the speaker’s conscience) is verbally true. 
Also concr. 

1603 Shaks. Mach. v. v. 43, I.. begin To doubt th’ Equi- 
uocation of the Fiend. 1609 Bible (Douay) z Rings xi. 
Comm., The men of Iabes deluded their enemies Jby equi- 
vocation. 1627 P. Fletcher Locusts 11. vi, His matter 
fram'd of slight equivocations, His very form was form’d of 
mentall reservations, a 1634 Randolph Poems (1652) 51 
That can the Subtle difference descry Betwixt ^Equi voca- 
tion and a Lye. 1741 Richardson Pamela (1824) I. 113 
You won’t tell a downright fib for the world ; but for equi- 
vocation ! no Jesuit ever went beyond you. 1856 Froude 
Hist. Eng. (1858 ) 1 . iii. 250 The Bishop .. stooped to an 
equivocation too transparent to deceive any one. 
b. transf. 

1642 R. Carpenter Experience lit. vii. 76, I see there may 
he an equivocation committed, as well in manners as in 
words. x68x Colvil Whigs Snppltc. <1751 To Rdr. 8 They 
eluded my vow by equivocation putting gold unawares in 
the neck of my doublet. 

Equivocates? (zkwrwVkritm). [a, late L. seqid- 
voedtor, agent-n. f. sequivocdre : see Equivocate 
and -OR.] One who equivocates. 

1599 Sandys Europse Spec. (1632) 102 The Iesuites are 
noted . . to be too bardie xequivocators. 1621 Burton Anat. 
Mel. 1. ii. 1. ii. (1676) 26 2 The second rank is of Lyars, and 
iEquivocators, as Apollo Pythius, and the like. 1691 Wood 
A th. Oxon. I. 304 He was .. a Sycophant, an Equivocator. 
1741 Richardson Pamela (1824) I. xv. 35. You little equivo- 
cator ! What do you mean by hardly ? 1864 J. H. Newman 
Apfot, App. 76 But an equivocator uses them in a received 
sense, though there is another received sense. 

Equivocatory (zkwiw<$Tato:ri), <z. [f. Equi- 
vocate v. : see ,-oby.] Indicating, or character- 
ized by, equivocation. 

x8ax New Monthly Mag. II. 326 The laugh oblignto or 
forced . . the laugh reluctant or equivocatory. 1847 in 
Craig. 

f E*qaivoce, a. Obs~ 0 [ad. late L. sequivoc - 
us : see Equivocal.] ~ Equivocal. 

1483 Cath. Angl. it 6 Equivoce; equivoetts. 

t Eqni'VOCOUS, a. Obs. [f. late L . sequivoc-ns 
(see Equivocal) +• - ous.] = Equivocal. 

1701 G. Keith Plain Discoz >. Falsek . 42 Many Sophisms 
are built on that very fallacy of equivocous Terms. 

t Eqili'vocy. Obs, rare— 1 , [f. late L. sequi- 
voc-us Equivocal : see -y.] = Equivocation. 

1630 in T.^Westcote Devon. 142 Thus Satan doth decieve 
us with equivocy. 

Equivoque, -voke (F'kwi-, e-kwivt?«k), a. and 
sb. Forms ; (4 eqnivoc, 6 -ocke, eqnyuoke, 7 
equivok), 7-8 equivoque, (7 -voc, -voke), 7- 
equivoke, -quo. [ad. L. sequivocus ; see Equi- 
vocal.] 

F A. adj. = Equivocal in various senses. Obs. 

1388 Wyclif Prol. 39 Wordis equiuok, that is, that hath 
manie significacions vndur 00 lettre. 1574 Life 70th AbJ>. 
Canterb. To Rdr. D vij, Which name [pord], I thincke, is 
therefore equiuocke to a Market and courte, because in 
both all things are to be solde euen as in Rome, c 1630 
Brome Agst. Corrupted Sach { R.\ Thou, .art a bastard got 
by th’ town By equivoque generation. 

tb. quasi- sb. with pi. ending: Things (speci- 
fied) which are equivocal. Obs. 

X54X R. Copland Guydon's Quest. Ckirurg., Manner 
Exam. Lazars Q ij, They that ought to iudge and approue 
them shulde ryght dylygently beholde theym & considre 
the vnyuoke sygnes and equyuokes also. 

B. sb. 

FI. A thing which is called by the same name 
as something else. Obs. [after Gr. 6 fx 6 n>v/xov]. 

1599 Blundevil Logic 13 Equiuokes be such things as 
haue^ one selfe name^ and yet be diuers in substance or 
definition : as a naturall dogge and a certaine starre In the 
firmament are both called by one name in Latine, Canis y 
yet they be nothing like in substance, kind, or nature. 
1655-60 Stanley Hist. Philos. (1701) 120/2 There is a 
treatise of ^Equivokes under Xenophon’s name. 

2 . An expression capable of more than one mean- 
ing ; a play upon words, often of a humorous 
nature, a pun ; word-play, punning. 

16x4 Selden Titles Hon, 72. 16x9 Drumm. of HaWth. 

Conv. B. Jonson Wks. 226/vV. Alexander, .hath sextains., 
echoes and equivoques, which he {Petrarch] hath not. 1729 
Swift Corr. II. 632 Beyond the power of conception . . or, to 
avoid an equivoque, beyond the extent of my ideas, a 1734 
North Exam. 11. v. §47.(1740) 343 Here’s his old Equi- 
voque ; by Papists, he means the King, Ministry and Loyal 
Party. 1824 Dibdin Libr. Comp. 589 Who mistook equi- 
voque, abuse, and impudence, for wit. 1834 Gent l, Mag. 
CIV. 1. 219 The dialogue is . . enlivened by much facetious 
and amusing equivoque. 1866 Felton Anc. fy Mod. Gr. II. 
xi. 476 The Greeks consoled themselves as well as they 
could by the equivoque of the Bavarian and Barbarian. 

3 . Ambiguity of speech ; double meaning in 
words or phrases used. Also transf. 

1809-10 Coleridge Friend (ed. 3! I. 202 The equivoque 
between an action and a series of motions. 1833 Herschel 
Astron. xiii. 415 Confusion, owing to the equivoque between 
the lunar and calendar month. 1847 Lewes Hist. Philos. 
(1867! I. Introd. 23 And to avoid equivoque I shall use the 
words Metaphysical Philosophy. 1878 F. Harrison in 


Fortn. Res'. Nov. 700 Right is perhaps that idea which haa 
led to the greatest amount of sophism and equivoque. 

4 . The use of words in a double meaning with 
intent to deceive ; » Equivocation, rare. 

x6x6 B. Jonson Devil an Ass (1692' hi. iiij What do you 
value this at, thirty Pound? Gut. No, sir, he cost me 
forty ere he was set, Mer. Turnings you mean? I know 
your Equivokes. 1877 Morley Crit. Misc. Ser. n. 152 
Every man., is called upon to keep himself clear from 
mendacity and equivoke. 

Equivorous (/kwi-voros), a. rare. [f. L. equus 
-f -vor-us devouring + -ous : see -vorous.] Feed- 
ing on horseflesh. 

1828 Webster quotes Q. Rev., Equivorous Tartars. 
Equivote : see Equi- pref. 

F Er, conj. Obs. [contracted f. ME. eder, eider , 
OE. segber Either. Cf. Or.] = Or. 

c x22o R cl. Ant. I. 2x1 Fare he norS, er fare he suS leren 
he sal his nede. Ibid. 219 On stede er on stalle stille er lude 
in mot er in market er oni oSer wise. 1389 in Eng. Gilds 3 x 
Qwat brother or syster, be goddis sonde, falle in mischefe 
er mys-ese . . he scnal han Almesse. 

Er, obs. form of Ere before, sooner. 

Er, obs. form of Are: see Be v. 

-er, suffix', ME. -er{e, -ar e, OE. -pe (ONorth- 
umb. often -are's, forming sbs., represents WGer. 
-dri:— OTeut. -drjo-z, whence OHG. -dri (MUG. 
-sere, mod.G. -er), and (with change of declen- 
sion) ON. -ari v^OIcel. -are, later -art, Sw. -are, 
Da .-ere). The related and functionally equivalent 
WGer. -ari (OS. -eri, Du. -er, OHG. -ari, -eri, 
MHG. -ere) — Goth, -arcis :—OTeut. type - arjo-z 
(which by phonetic law would prob. have become 
in OE. -erge, in ON. -ri) has in OE. coalesced 
with this. The phonological relation between 
OTeut. -arjo-z and L. - drius is obscure : Moller 
Zur ahd . Alliterationspoesie (1888) 142 argues 
that - drjo-z originated in words adopted from 
Lat. words in -drius, and that -drjo-z is either 
an accentual variant of this, or (possibly) repre- 
sents an O Aryan type - orios . 

1. In its original use the suffix - arjo-z was added 
(like L. -drius) to sbs., forming derivative sbs. 
with the general sense 4 a man who has to do 
with (the thing denoted by the primary sb.)’, and 
hence chiefly serving to designate persons accord- 
ing to their profession or occupation ; e. g. Goth. 
ddmareis, ON. ddmari judge, f. OTeut. *ddmo~ 
judgement, Doom ; Goth, bokareis, OE. bdeere 
scribe, f. OTeut. *bok- Book ; OHG. sangdri 
(mod.G. stinger', ON. spngare, OE. sangere (ME. 
songere) singer, f. OTeut. *sang%vo- So NO. Of 
this type there are many specially Eng. forma- 
tions, e. g. hatter, slater, tinner. Where the pri- 
mary sb. ends in -w :-ME. -^v:—OE. -ge, the 
suffix assumes the form -yer (in ME. fere, -y ere), 
as in bowyer, lawyer , sawyer ; and, either after 
the analogy of these or by assimilation to Fr. 
derivatives in Per (see -er^I, it appears as -ier 
in certain other words of ME. date, as brazier, 
clothier, collier, glazier, grazier, hosier. The Eng, 
words of this formation not referring to profession 
or employment are comparatively few : examples 
are bencher, cottager, outsider, villager . With these 
may be compared a class of words chiefly belong- 
ing to mod. colloquial language, and denoting 
things or actions, as header, back-hander, jiver, out- 
and-outer, three-decker. A special use of the suffix, 
common to the mod. Teut. langs. though scarcely 
to be found in their older stages, is its addition to 
names of places or countries to express the sense 
* a native of’, ‘ a resident in e g. Londoner, New 
Yorker, Icelander. With similar notion, deriva- 
tives in -er have been formed upon certain Eng. 
adjs. indicating place of origin or residence, as 
foreigner, northerner, southerner. 

2. Most of the sbs. which in early Teutonic gave 
rise to derivatives in -drjo-z, also gave rise to wk. 
vbs. in fan or -djan, to which the former stood 
related in sense as agent-nouns ; thus Goth, dd- 
mareis judge, served as the agent- noun to ddmjan 
to judge. Hence, by analogy, the suffix came to 
be regarded as a formative of agent-nouns, and 
with this function it was added to verbal bases 
both of the weak and the strong conjugation. 
Many derivatives of this type existed already in 
OE., and many more have been added in the later 
periods of the language. In mod. Eng. they may 
be formed on all vbs., excepting some of those 
which have agent-nouns ending in -or, and some 
others for which this function is served by sbs. of 
different formation (e.g. correspond, correspondent). 
The distinction between -er and -or as the ending 
of agent -nouns is purely historical and ortho- 
graphical; in the present spoken language they 
are alike pronounced (91), except that in law terms 
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and in certain Lai words not fully naturalized, -or 
is still sounded (pi). In received spelling, the 
choice between the two forms is often capricious, 
or determined by other than historical reasons. 
The agent-nouns belonging to vbs. f. L. ppl. stems, 
and to those formed with -ate, usually end in -or, 
being partly adoptions from Lai, and partly as- 
similated to Lat. analogies. But when the sense is 
purely agential, without any added notion such as 
that of office, trade, or profession, function, etc., 
-er is often used ; cf. inspector, respecter ; projector, 
rejecter. In a few instances both forms of the 
agent -noun are still in current use, commonly 
without any corresponding distinction in sense, as 
asserter, assertor; sometimes with a distinction 
of technical and general sense (often however neg- 
lected) as accepter, acceptor. The Romanic -our, 

- or of agent-nouns has been in most cases replaced 
by - er where the related vb. exists in Eng. ; ex- 
ceptions are governor , conjuror (for which -er also 
occurs) ; in special sense we have saviour, but in 
purely agential sense saver. In liar, beggar, the 
spelling -ar is a survival of the occasional ME. 
variant -ar(e. The agent-nouns in -er normally 
denote personal agents (originally, only male per- 
sons, though this restriction is now wholly obso- 
lete) ; many of them, however, may be used to 
denote material agents, and hence also mere in- 
struments; e. g. blotter, cutter , poker, roller , etc. 

3. In several instances -er has the appearance of 
being an unmeaning extension of earlier words 
ending in -er denoting trades or offices. Most of 
these words are of Fr. origin, as caterer , \cyto- 
lerer (= Citoler), f fer merer, \feuterer, j'ruit- 
erer, poulterer ; an analogous case in a native 
word is upholsterer. The real formation of these 
words is obscure : some are prob. from vbs., while 
in other cases formation on words in -ery may be 
conjectured. 

4. After the analogy of Astrologer, Astro- 
nomer (q. v.), the suffix -er is used to form sbs. 
serving as adaptations of L. types in - logus , -gra- 
phics-, e. g. chronologer ,philologer, ^theologer ; bio- 
grapher, geographer, orihographer. 

Philosopher (in Chaucer and Gower always pkilosophr e) 
is perh. not a formation of this kind, as the r may be merely 
excrescent. In chorister , sophister, barrister (cf. ME. 
leglstre) the -er is not a suffix, but results from an AF. sub- 
stitution of -istre for -iste, perh. on the analogy of mmistre. 
-er 2 , suffix, of various origin, occurring in sbs. 
and adjs. adopted from OF. 

1. ME. -er, repr. OF. -er:—L. -arem, -ar: see 
-ar. Nearly all the ME. words ending in -er of 
this origin have been refashioned after Lat., so 
that the suffix is now written -ar: see examples 
under -ar. The older form of the suffix is re- 
tained in sampler. 

2. ME. -er, a. AF. -er (OF. Her) in sbs. which 
descend from L. forms in -a Hus, -arium (see -ary), 
or which were formed in Fr. after the analogy of 
those so descending. Where the L. type of the 
suffix is the masc. -drius, it has usually the sense 
1 a person connected with’, and the words are 
designations of office or occupation, as butler, 
carpenter, draper, grocer, mariner, officer. (So 
also in a few ME. adoptions of OF. fem. sbs. in 
Here L. -aria, as chamberer, lavender.) . Where 
the suffix represents the L. neuter -arium, the 
sense is ‘ a thing connected with’, ‘a receptacle 
for’, as in antiphoner, danger, garner, etc. 

3. In mod. Eng. -er appears as a casual repre- 
sentative of various other suffixes of OF. origin 
which have been weakened in pronunciation to 
(ai) ; thus jin border, bracer, it stands for OF. 
-eure (:— L. - dturam ), commonly represented by 
-ere; in laver it stands for OF. -dor, now -oir (:— L. 
dtorium), in ME. rendered -our. The agent-suffix 
-OER (OF. -dor:— L. -dtdrem) is now very often 
replaced by -er; it can seldom be determined 
whether this is due to phonetic weakening, or to 
the substitution of -er 1 for its Romanic synonym. 
Where the same word had in 14th c. the two forms 
-our and -er{e, as chaungeour, changer, the former 
supposition is excluded ; but the forms in -er{e may 
possibly sometimes be a. OF. nominative forms in 
-ere L. -d'tor. 

-er 3 , suffix, the formative of the comparative 
degree in adjs. and advbs. 

A. In adjs. ME. -er, -ere {-ore, -ure\ -re, OE. -ra 
(fern., neut. -re) represents two different suffixes 
used in OTeut. to form the compar., viz. : -izon- 
(Goth. Hza, OHG., OS. Hro, ON. -ri with umlaut), 
and Hzon- (Goth. Hza, OHG. Hro, ON. -ari). 
These OTeut. suffixes are f. the adverbial Hz, Hz: 


see B. In OE. only a few comparatives retained 
the umlaut which phonetic law requires in the 
Hzon- type ; in mod. Eng. no forms with umlaut 
remain, except better, elder (OE. bgtera, ifldra), the 
comparatives being ordinarily formed by adding 
-er to the positive. The ‘ irregular comparatives’ 
worse (OE. wiersa ■= Goth, wairsiza) and less 
(OE. kkssa) contain the suffix Hzon in a disguised 
form, and the analogy of other comparatives has 
given rise to the extended forms worsen and lesser. 
In mod. Eng. the comparatives in -er are almost 
restricted to adjs. of one or two syllables ; longer 
adjs., and also disyllables containing any suffix 
ot her than -y or -ly, having the periphrastic com- 
parison by means of the adv. more. Earlier writers, 
however, have bcauiifuller, eminenter , slavisker, 
etc.; a few modern writers, e.g. Carlyle, affect ; 
the same method. The periphrastic form is ad- j 
missible (esp. in predicative use) for all adjs., even 
monosyllables, which are not extremely common 
colloquially. 

2. In hinder, inner, the comparative suffix, though 
in WGer. and ON. formally coincident with that 
treated above, is quite distinct in origin, repr. 
OTeut. -eron-, f. O Aryan -ero-. 

B. In adverbs. The OE. form of the compara- 
tive suffix was -or, corresp. to OS., OHG. Hr, 
Goth. -&:—OTeut. Hz. OTeut had also a suffix 
Hz with the same function, corresponding to L. 
-is in magis , , nimis, and cogn. with L. Hor of 
adjs. ; it is represented by Goth, -is, ON. -r with 
umlaut; in OE. by the umlaut in monosyllabic 
comparatives like l%ng: — *langiz longer, b^t 
*batiz better, which died out in early ME,, being 
superseded by the adj. forms. The relation be- 
tween the two OTeut. suffixes is much disputed : 
a widely-held hypothesis is that Hz is f. H adver- 
bial suffix + Hz. The advbs. which take -er in the 
comparative are chiefly those which are now iden- 
tical in form with adjs. (either repr. OE. advbs. in 
-e, or modem adverbial uses of the adj.) : e. g. ‘to 
work harder\ ‘to stand closer ’. Exceptional in- 
stances are oftener, seldomer, sooner. The advbs. 
in -ly2 are now compared periphrastically with 
more, though in earl ier writers the inflexional com- 
parison is common, e. g. easilier— more easily, ME. 
entierlocure ** more entirely ; in poetry it still 
occurs, as in keenlier (Tennyson). 

-er, suffix 4, the ending of certain AF. infinitives 
used substantively as law terms, e. g. cesser , dis- 
claimer, misnomer, trover, user, waiver. Of similar 
origin is the ending in dinner, supper, a. OF. 
disner, soper. 

-er, suffix 5, forming frequentative vbs. The 
vbs. of this formation which can be traced in OE. 
have the form -Han (:— OTeut. -rSjan) ; e. g. cla- 
trian Clatter, flotorian Fletter. The other 
Teut. langs. have many vbs. of this type, denoting 
repeated action; often they are f. verbal bases, as 
MHG. wander en — OE. wandrian Wander, f. 
OTeut. *wandjan Wend, ON. vafra Waver, f. 
zw/Zz = Wave v. ; sometimes app. on onomatopoeic 
bases, as OHG. zwizardn — Twitter. Further 
examples in Eng. are batter, chatter, clamber , 
flicker, glitter , mutter , patter , quaver, shimmer, 
shudder, slumber. 

Era (I 9 * ra). Also 7-9 sera. [a. late L. sera 
fem. sing. ‘ a number expressed in figures ’ (see 
Forcellini, s. v.), prob. f. sera counters used in 
calculation, pi. of ses brass, money 
The chronological use of the word appears to have origi- 
nated in Spain ; where (as also in Southern Gaul and North 
Africa) it is found in inscriptions prefixed to the number of 
years elapsed since 38 b. c., the selection of which as an initial 
year has not been satisfactorily explained. (Isidore of 
Seville in the 6th c. says that this was the year in which 
Augustus first ordered the taxation of Spain.) Thus 4 sera 
softener written era) dxxxviii’(=‘ No. 538’) meant the year 
500 a. d. This method of reckoning was ip use from the 5th 
to the 15th century, and Spanish Latin writers employed the 
word sera, as its specific designation. The phrase sera 
Hispanica, ‘Spanish sera) suggested to the scholars of the 
Renascence the parallel expressions sera Christiana, sera 
Varroniana, etc., in which the sb. had the generalized sense 
* a reckoning of time from a particular epoch. for which no 
term had previously existed m Latin.] 

1. A system of chronological notation, charac- 
terized by the numbering of years from some par- 
ticular point of time ; e.g. the Christian , Common, 
or Vulgar era (see Christian 7) ; era of the 
Hegira ( Hijrak ), the Mohammedan era, reckoned 
from the year of Mohammed’s flight from Mecca ; 
era of Nabonassar, a Babylonian era, employed in 
astronomy, commencing 747 b.c., etc., etc. These 
phrases are also frequently employed in sense 2. ^ 
a 1646 JV Gregory Learned Trouts (1649) 164 Dionysius 
the Abbot., brought in the ./Era of Christ’s Incarnation, so 


that.. the Christians did not use to reckon by the years of 
Christ, until the 532 of the Incarnation. 1650 Row H ist. 
Kirk 11842- 504 They would begin their epocha or sera from 
his comeing to Jerusalem. 1658 Ussher Ann. Ep. Rdr. 
That midnight which began the first day of the Christian 
sera. 1716 Prideaux Connect. O. 4 N. 7\ 1. 1. 1 The vulgar 
era, by which we now compute the years from his incar- 
nation. 1796 Morse A mer. Geog. II. 658 The computing 
of time by the Christian sera is introduced by Dionysius 
the monk. 1840 Carlyle Heroes ( 1858. 2a 3 In the year 570 
of our Era . . the man Mahomet was born. 1861 F. Hall 
in Jrnl. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 149 A few words on the vexed 
subject of the Gupta era. 

2. The initial point assumed in a system of 
chronology ; also, any date from which succeeding 
years are numbered; — Epoch i. 

3615 Bedwell Arab. 7'rudg., Tarich, .is the same that 
Epocha is to the Greeks : or JEra to the Latines. 1657 
Wharton Whs. 49 The Greek Church numbereth from the 
Creation to Christ’s /Era, 5508 compleat y ears. 1704 Hearne 
Duct. Hist. (1714) I. 6 JEra. is the same with Epocha, signi- 
fying, .a fixed point among Historians whence to begin to 
reckon the Years. 1748 Hartley Observ. Matt 11. ii, 116 
When we come still farther to the Aera of Nabonassar. 1777 
Robertson Hist, A mer. I. 1. 10 About six hundred and four 
years before the Christian sera. 1816 Singer Hist. Cards 
13 The 7th century before the present aera, 1853HERSCHEL 
Pop. Led. Sc. v, § t2 (1873) 187 Some three centuries before 
our era. 

8 . A date, or an event, which forms the com- 
mencement of a new period in the history of a 
nation, an institution, mdividual, art or science, 
etc. ; a memorable or important date. Cf. Epoch 2 . 

1703 Rowe Fair Penit . 11. i. 488 From this sacred /Era of 
my Love A better order of succeeding Days Come smiling 
forward. 1765 T. Hutchinson Hist. Col. Mass. I. 00 [The 
earthquake of 1638] was a remarkable mra. 1787 J. Barlow 
Oration 4th July 6 This single circumstance, .will , .mark it 
[the American revolution] as a distinguished sera in the 
history of mankind. 1851 Dixon W. Penn xxiv. (1872) 210 
The landing of this English Governor was an era in their 
lives. 1867 Freeman Norm. Couq. { 18761 I. vi. 419 This 
same year a Witenagemot was held, which marks an mra in 
the reign of Cnut. 

+ b. Date of origin ; « Epoch 2 b. 

1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. iv.ix. 199 And it will evi- 
dently appeare, that custome hath an elder /Era then this 
Chronologie affordeth. 

4. A historical period ; a portion of historical 
time marked by the continuance throughout it of 
particular influences, social conditions, etc. Cf, 
Epoch 5 . 

1741 Middleton Cicero I. 1. 12 This sera of joy. 1758 H. 
Walpole CataL Roy.AnthorswjsV' L Advt. 2 The polished 
sera of Queen Anne ! a 1789 Burney Hist. Mus . (ed. 2) 
IV. i. 21 The beginning of this century (1600) was the aera 
of musical recitation on the public stage at Florence. 1809 
Pinkney Trav. France 106 Gallantry is. .as much in fashion 
. . as in the most corrupt sera of the monarchy. 1858 
Kingsley Lett. (1878 I. 399, 1 cannot but hope that a better 
intellectual era is dawning for the working men. 

b. A period in an individuaFs life, or in the 
history of any continuous process; = Epoch 5 b. 
In Geology sometimes with more specific sense : 
see Epoch 5 c. 

1796 Mq^se Amer. Geog. I. 341 In autumn, after harvest, 
that gladsome era in the husbandman’ s life. 3809 Crabbe 
7'ales 63 Felt the new sera of her changeful life. 1839 Mur- 
chison Sihtr. Syst. 1. Introd. 11 The sera when the newly- 
raised surface was first occupied by lakes. 3870 F. Wilson 
Ch. Lindisf. 95 It belongs to the worst era of architecture. 

5. The portion of historical time to which an 
event is to be assigned ; the approximate date, 
‘period’, ‘epoch’ of an event, of a monument, 
etc. 

3714 Mandeville Fab, Bees (1733) II. 332 Many useful 
arts and sciences, of which the beginnings are of uncertain 
sera’s. 3774 J. Bryant MythoL 1 . 26x # Tbe pillar stands . . 
its parts . . betray a difference in their sera. 1819 Byron 
yuan 1. cxxi, ’Twasin November, but I’m not so sure About 
the day — the era’s more obscure. 

0 . attrib., as era-date . 

1738 W. Thompson Hymn to May 242 Ne rueful murder 
stain thy sera-date. 

Erable, var. of Earable a., Obs arable. 
Erace, obs. variant of Erase. 
t Era*cinate, Obs. rare-" 1 , [f. OF. er-, 
esraciner (f. es- (see Es-) + racine root) + -ate. 
See -ate 3 6 .] trans. To root out ; to remove. 

*758 J- S. tr. Le JDrads Observ. Surg. (1771) 201 The 
whole Piece was eracinated. 

t Era de, V. Obs. [ad. L. erddere to scrape off, 
{. e out -r radere to scrape, scratch. Cf. Erase.] 
trans. To scrape off. 

1657 Tomlinson R enotis Disp. 8 5 Then must the scum be 
. .eraded and separated. 

Eradiate (fr^'di^t),®. [f. L. ?out 4 - Radiate.] 

1. intr. To shoot forth, as rays of light. 

1647 H. More Song of Soul Notes 139/2 A kind of life 
eradiating and resulting both from Intellect and Psyche. 
1828 in Webster ; and in mod. Diets. 

■f 2. trans . To give forth like rays, or in rays. 
3678 Cudworth Iniell. Syst. 252 Proclus concludes, that 
the World was. .always Generated or Eradiated from God, 
and therefore must needs be Eternal. 1694 Norris Reft. 
Ess. Hum. Und. 24 Let him. .tell me how any Body can 
eradiate such an inconceivable Number of these Effluvias. 
1794 J. Hutton Philos. Light , etc. 87. Bodies, far below the 
heat of incandescence, eradiate a species of light. 
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Eradiation, (iT**:di|*i-Jan). Also 7 erradia- 
tiozu [f. prec. : see -ation.] 

I. The action or process of eradiating or shining 
forth ; the emission of rays of light or heat 
1633 T. Adams Exp. 2 Peter iii. 18 The first eradiation of 
this light, like some flash of lightning, breaks the stone in 
the heart. 1686 Goad Celest. Bodies n, xii. 331 Neither 
must we Imagine his Erradiation to be Idle. 2794 Sullivan 
V iew Nat. 1 . 139 But. whether it comes directly from the 
sun, by successive emissions or eradiations, etc. 1865 F. P. 
B. Martin MS. Led. Geo 4 , The attraction of the sun in- 
creases the Eradiation of the Earth, 
b. transf. and Jig. 

ax 6 30 Hales Gold. Rem. (1673) I. 288 He first supposeth 
some eradiation and emanation of Spirit., to be directed 
from our bodies to the blood dropped from it. 1678 Cud- 
worth Inteil. Syst. 252 They will not understand what 
manner of making or production the world had— to wit, by 
way of effulgency or eradiation from the Deity. 

.2. cotier* 

1678 Cu dworth Inteil. Sysf, 744 As if they were a kind of 
Eternal Effulgency, Emanation or Eradiation from an 
Eternal Sun. 1691-8 Norris Tract. Disc. (1711) III. 172 
He is in his proportion, .an Effulgency, an Eradiation of 
God’s Glory. 1855 Milman Lat . Chr . (1864) h i. i. 51 All 
the rest acknowledged some Deity, some efflux, eradiation, 
emanation of the primal Godhead. 

Era&icable (irse-dikab’E, a. [f, L. eradic-are 
(see Eradicate v.) + -able.] Capable of being 
eradicated. 

1847 in Craig. 1865 Comh.Mag. XI. 547 Even rage and 
hate . . are eradicable, as most systems of ethics have assumed. 

t Era'dicat(e, pa. pple. Obs. [ad. JL. eradicat- 
tts, pa, pple. of eradicare : see next.] Equivalent 
to the later Eradicated. 

1533-4 Act 25 Hen. VIII, c. 14 Heresie, shulde. .vtterly 
be abhorred, detested, and eradicate. 1556 Lauder Trac- 
tate 124 And 3 our successioun thay sail be Eradicat frome 
3our ryngs [ = reigns, kingdoms]. 

Eradicate lfrardik<?it), v. Also 7 irradi- 
oate. [f. L. eradicat- ppi. stem of eradicare , f. 
L. e out + radic-em, nom. radix root] 

1 .trans. To pull or tear up by the roots; to 
root out (a tree, plant, or anything that is spoken 
of as having 4 roots ’). 

1564-78 Bulleyn Dial. agst. Pest. (1888) 48 And to the 
places aboute the rootes of the carbuncle round about it, 
this is good both to eradicate & defend the same. 1599 
A.M. tr. Gabelhoueds Bk. Pkysicke 44/2 Till such time, as 
they [hayre] be wholye eradicated, and rootede out. 1635 
Nabbes Hannibal Sc, 11637} KL iij, Okes eradicated By a 
prodigious whirlwind. 1664 Evelyn Kal. Hort . 1172912x3 
Cauly-flowers over-speeding to pome and lead, .should be 
quite eradicated, a 1674 Clarendon Sum. Leviath. (1676) 
xix To demolish all Buildings, eradicate all Plantations. 
1725 Bradley Pam. Did. s. v. Infrtnities of Trees , Such 
[Weeds] as can be eradicated must be diligently pluck’d 
up by the Hands, i860 tr. Hart wig's Sea # JVond. vi. 73 
Huge weapons, fit for eradicating trees. 1871 Darwin Desc. 
Man. II. xix. 348 The Indians of Paraguay eradicate their 
eyebrows and eyelashes. 

% To remove entirely, extirpate, get rid of. 

1647-8 Cotterell Davila's Hist. Fr. (1678) 35 To see the 
seeds of those discords eradicated. 1656 Earl Moum. A dvt. 
fr. P amass. 49 Totally to eradicate all vertue from out his 
subjects souls. 1658 A. Fpx IVurtz’ Surg. ni. viii, 240 
Without Chymieal preparations congealed bloud will not be 
eradicated out of the body. 1784 Cowper Task v. 437 
That man should thus encroach on fellow man. .Eradicate 
him.. Moves Indignation. 1788 Reid Act. Powers in. m. 
iii, All desires and fears, with regard to things not in our 
power, ought to be totally eradicated. 1857 Hughes Tom 
Brown Pref. (18711 13 By eradicating mercilessly the in- 
corrigible. 1869 Lecky Europ. Mor. II. i. 102 Laws of 
the most savage cruelty were passed in hopes of eradicating 
mendicancy, 

+ 3 . Math. To extract the (square) root of (a 
number). Obs. 

1610 W. Folkingham Art of Survey n. viii. 61 Eradicate 
the ductat of the said mediatie and remainders. 

If Misused for Ieradicate. 

1657 Tomlinson R enou’s Disf.x 4 Seeds and plants sown 
and eradicated in the ground. 

Eradicated. (irge*dik<?'ted), ppl a. [f. prec. + 
-ED 1 .] Rooted out 

x 66 x Morgan Sph. Gentry 1. viii. xi8 Assailing him with 
Firre-Trees eradicated. 1775 in Ash. 
b. Her . (See quot. 1864.) 

1708 J. Chamberlayne St. Gt. Brit. n. hi. x. (1743) 429 A 
large square plate of silver enamelled azure into an oak-tree 
eradicated and fructed. 1809 J. Home in Naval Citron, 
XXIV. 193 On oak tree vert, eradicated proper. 1864 
Boutell Heraldry Hist. # Pop. xi. 70 [Trees] if having 
their roots exposed [are] eradicated. 

Eradicating (frardik^tig), vbl sb. [f. as prec. 
+ -IN& 1 .] The action of the verb Eradicate. 
a 1660 Hammond Wks. IV. 589 (R.) The eradicating of any 
other enemies of God. 1664 Evelyn Pomona vi. (1729) 69 
Sudden irradicating of Trees for an early Transplantation. 

Eradicating (ftae’dik^tig), ppl a. [f.as prec. 
+ tng That eradicates, extirpates, etc. 

1628 Layton Syons Plea {ed. 2) Ep. Ded., Consultation ., 
can do no good without real! and in some things eradicat- 
ing Reformation. 1667 Waterhouse Fire Land. 4 Greater 
and more eradicating judgements. 1775 in Ash. 1879 
Escorr England II. 498 The convict taint has outlived 
the eradicating influences of education. 

Eradication (fe:dik^-jbn). Also 6 -cion, 
[ad. L. erddication-em, n. of action f. eradicare. 
See Eradicate vi] The action of pulling out by 
the roots; total destruction ; extirpation. 


■ X54S Ld. Somerset Epist. Scots 239 The finall eradicacion 
of your nacion. 16x4 Raleigh Hist. World 11. 479 [A] 
warrant.. had been given to Jehu.. for the eradication of 
Ahab’s house. 1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. n. vi. 95 
The roots of Mandrakes doe make a noyse . . upon eradica- 
tion. 1751 Johnson Rambler No. 18 j F 10 The eradication 
of envy from the human heart. 1825 T. Jefferson Auto- 
biog. Wks. 1859 I. 38 This stopped the increase of the 
evil _ by importation, leaving to future efforts its final 
eradication. 

Eradicative (froe*dikativ), a. and sb. [f. L. 
eradicat - ^see Eradicate vi) + -ivk.] 

A. adj. Tending or having the power to root 
out or expel (disease, etc.). Const, of. 

_ f Eradicative cure : orig. the * curative ’ treatment of 
disease, as opposed to palliative. In later use the phrase 
occurs with cure taken in the mod. sense. 

1543 Traheron Vigo's Chirurg. 43 b, We wyll speake of 
his cure aswel eradicatyue as palliatyue. 1684 tr. Bond's 
Merc. Compit. vi. 217 A certain Sweat.. had been plainly 
critical and eradicative of the whole Disease. _ a 2691 Boyle 
W ks. V. 386 (R.) Copious evacuations eradicative of the 
morbific matter. 17x1 F. Fuller Med. Gymn. (17x8) 143 
To effect acompleat and Eradicative Cure of this Distemper. 
1828 in Webster; and in mod. Diets, 
f B. sb. An eradicative medicine. 

1654 Whitlock Zootomia 88 Sometimes Eradicates are 
omitted in the beginning. 1731 x8oo in Bailey. 1828 in 
Webster. 1847 in Craig ; and in mod. Diets. 

Eradicat or (mrdik^tsr). [agent-n. f. Era- 
dicate after Lat. analogies : see -or.] 

a. One who, or that which, roots up or removes 
utterly, b. An agricultural or horticultural im- 
plement for uprooting. 

1659 R. Gell Amendm. Bible 58 Sihon is eradicator, that 
evil spirit that endeavours to root up all the plants of 
righteousness, 2807 A. Young Agric. Essex (1813) I. 148 
Eradicator .. an implement. x88x Salem (U. S.) Gaz. xo 
June x/4 Fogg's iron rust eradicator. 

Eradicatory (frardikatori), a. [f. as prec. + 
-ory.] Tending to eradicate, root out, or destroy. 

x8ox W. Taylor in Monthly Mag. XII. 578 Unfeelingly 
eradicatory of the domestic charities. 

t Er-a-ftur, conj. Obs. [? f. er = Ever + After.] 
According as. 

1370-80 in O. E. Misc, App. 225 Lasse or more schal he 
be deruet Er-aftur he haj> heer deseruet. 

Eral (Io*ral), a. rare. [f. Era + -al.] Of or 
pertaining to an era. 

i86x F. Hall in Jrnl. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 16 No Hindu 
date, unintegrated by the particularity at last amended, 
is available for eral determination, 
t E’rament. Obs. [ad. L. serament-um that is 
prepared from copper or bronze.] Copper. 

1623 in Cockeram. 

[Erane, error or misprint for cranoc , Crannock. 
x6xo Holland Camden's Brit. n. 167 ; cf. 175.] 
Erand(e, obs. form of Errand. 

Erane, variant of Arain, Obs., spider. 
Eranist (e'ranist). [ad. Gr. hpavior-qs, f. tpavos 
a meal to which each contributes his share, a con- 
tribution, also a club.] In Greece : A member of 
an epavos or club. 

1825 New Monthly Mag. XIII. 220 Eranists, who might 
he called joint-stock companies for trade. 1873 Contemp. 
Rev. XXL 569 By partaking of the banquets of the eranists 
a man rendered himself . . a member of a brotherhood. 

II Erantbesnnm ( ersem Jtfmzhn) . Bot. [mod.L., 
ad. Gr. ‘ripa.v 9 sp.ov (Dioscor.), f. ?jp » tap spring + 
av&epov blossom, flower.] 
f 1 . 4 The Herb Camomile’ (Kersey 1715), Obs. 

2 . 4 A widely distributed genus of Acanthacese, 
containing nearly 50 species ’ ( Treas. Bot.). 

1882 Garden 21 J an. 37/2 Much resembling so me of the 
Eranthemum, and, like them, flowering during winter, 
Erany(e, var. of Arain, Obs., spider. 
Erasable (ir^*sab’l), a. [f. next + -able.] 
That can be erased or obliterated. 

1849 Fraser's Mag. XL. 516 Not so easily erasable from 
thy heart. 

Erase v. Also (5 irrase, 7 ereaze), 

7-S erace, -aze. [f. L. eras- ppl. stem of eradere , 
f. e out + radere to scrape, scratch. (In some early 
examples perh. a variant of Arace to uproot.)] 

1 . trans. To scrape or rub out (anything written, 
engraved, etc.) ; to efface, expunge, obliterate. 

1605 Camden Rem. (1637) *54 The names were ereazed out 
of the publick Records. 1632 G. Fletcher Christ's Viet. 
1. vii, Lest it should quite erace That from the world, which 
was the first world’s grace. 1762-71 H. Walpole Vertue' s 
Anecd. Paint. (1786) Y. 130 Lombart afterwards erased the 
face, and inserted that of Cromwell. 1778 Bp. Lowth Isa. 
Notes ( ed. 12) 340 A letter is erased at the end of the word. 
1826 Scott Woodst. i. Erasing, as far as they could be 
erased, all traces of its ancient fame. 1858 Greener Gunnery 
248 Every person fraudulently erasing.. from any barrel, 
any mark. 1863 H. Cox Insiit. 1. vi. 57 James I.. erased 
from the journals of the House of Commons an obnoxious 
protestation. 

transf. i860 Tyndall Glac. j. xxvii. 198 The snow had 
practically erased it [the road]. 

H In quasi-passive use. 

1837 Carlyle Br. Rev. iil 1. vi, Things, which lie very 
black in our Earth's Annals, yet which will not erase there- 
from. 

2 . fig. To efface, obliterate from the mind or 
memory. 


1695 Ld. Preston Boeth. 1. 37 My Griefs have dulled my 
Memory, and eras’d almost every thing out of it. 1792 s. 
Rogers Pleas. Mem. 275 Though the iron school of War 
erase Each milder virtue. 1856 Sir B. Brodie Psychol. 
Inq . I. ii. 58 The effect of a blow, .has been, .to erase from 
the_ memory the events which immediately preceded the 
accident, a 1862 Buckle Civiliz. (1869) III. v. 318 Erasing 
from his view of human nature those premisses which he 
had already handled. 

3 . transf. To destroy utterly, rare. 

1728 R. Morris Ess. Anc. A 7 -chit. 9 He. .left it quite 
ruin’d and eras’d. 2855 Singleton Virgil I. 376, I ] lave 
not with the Greeks at Aulis sworn To erase the Trojan 
nation. 

Erased (iV^-st, -zd\ ppl a. [f. prec. + -EDb] 

1 . In senses of the verb. 

2848 W. H. Kelly tr. L. Blanc's Hist. Ten V. I. 331 
Dupont de l’Eure. .repaired to the king, and told him if the 
erased passages were not restored he would resign. 

2 . Her. fa. i see quot.). Obs. 

i486 Bk. St. Albafis, Her. Dij b,Certan arrays , .ar called 
quarterit armys irrasit, for the colouris be rasit owt as 00a 
coloure in rasyng ware take away from an othir. 

b. Of the head, body, or other part of an animal : 
Represented with a jagged edge, as if torn vio- 
lently off. 

1572 Bossewell Armorie 11. 117, Iij Griphons heades 
erased de Argent. 1677 Lond. Gaz. No. 1208/4 Three 
Bears heads erased in Chief. 1823 Rutter Fonthill p. 
xxii, A Wolf’s head erased at the neck, Argent. 

transf. 1678 Butler Hud. in. iii. 2x4 Drag’d out through 
straiter Holes by th’ Ears, Eras’d, or Coup’d for Perjurers. 

Erasement (irF"sment). [f. as prec. + -ment.] 
The action of erasing ; obliteration; total demoli- 
tion (of cities). 

1721 Bailey, Erase?nent, a blotting or dashing out. 2753 
"W ard R om. I user, in Phil. Trans. XLVIII. 345 There are 
..no traces of the word sua now remaining;, .which makes 
me suspect, there has been an erasement. 1769 Gentl. Mag. 
Jan. 52/x The Grand Jury’s erasement of the words aiding 
and assisting. x8xa Barclay, Erasement , applied to build- 
ings and cities, entire destruction and demolition. 1837 
Blackw. Mag. XLII. 749 Not on Russia alone does the 
guilt of her erasement from the book of nations rest. 

Eraser (2T^*s ai). [f. as prec. + -erL] One 

who, or that which, erases ; any instrument used to 
erase written characters, blots, etc. Cf. ink-eraser. 
In mod. Diets. 

Erasing (frFi*sig), vbl sb. [f. as prec. + -ingT] 
a. The action of the verb Erase, b. Her. See 
quot. and Erased, 

2610 Guillim Her. iii. xiii. 125 When any part is thus 
born with ligges, like peeces of the flesh or skinne, depend- 
ing, it is termed erasing. 1775 in Ash. 

Erasiom (^-gan). rare. [n. of action f. L. 
eras - : see Erase and -ion.] a. The action of 
erasing ; b. an instance of it. 

2790 Porson Lett, to Travis 388 Such a piece of fraud as 
the erasion of the three witnesses. 1886 A thenseum 11 Sep. 
334 A freer use of erasion in quoting^ from local reports is 
strongly recommended. 2889 Catholic Union Gaz. Dec. 96 
The rules revised, in which occur the erasions we complain of. 

Bra*sive ? a. rare — k [f. as Erase + -ive.] 
That tends to erase or obliterate. 

1657 Tomlinson Renou's Disp. 298 A cyperus, which.. is 
erasive, if illited on a place. 

Erasmian (Ate’zmian),#. and sb. [f. Erasm-us 
the literary name of an eminent scholar of the 
1 6th c. + -IAN.] 

A. adj. Pertaining to, or after the manner of, 
Erasmus. 

2882 Potter in Critic 10 Sept. 240 Daudet listened to 
Erasmian stories while the mistral rushed howling through 
the belfry. 

B. sb. A follower of Erasmus ; one who holds 
the views of Erasmus, b. One who follows the 
system of ancient Greek pronunciation advocated 
by Erasmus: opposed to Reuchlinian. 

2883 A. F. Mitchell in Schaff Encycl. Relig. Knowl. II. 
935 At this date he [Patrick Hamilton], was probably more 
of an Erasmian than a Lutheran. 

Hence Era'smianism, the doctrines or religious 
system of Erasmus. 

1758 Jortin E 7 -asm. I. 616 Here and there he smells a 
little of Erasmianism. 

Erast, obs. form of Erst. 

Erastian (zhse*stian), a. and sb. [f. Erast-us 
+ -IAN,] 

A. adj. Of or pertaining to Erastus or his doc- 
trines, characterized by or embodying the tenets 
attributed to Erastus. 

Erastus, or Liebler, was a physician of Heidelberg in the 
26th cent., to whom has been attributed the theory of State 
supremacy in ecclesiastical affairs. His actual efforts were 
mainly directed against the use of excommunication, which, 
was exercised tyrannically by the Calvinistic churches. 

2837-9 Hallam Hist. Lit. in. ii, § 49 This is the full de- 
velopment of an Erastian theory. 2865 Englishm. Mag. 
Jan. 14 The predominance of the worldly and Erastian 
element in the Church consequent on the secession of the 
Non-jurors. 1876 Gladstone in Contemp. Rev, June 4 , 1 
take no notice of the system termed Erastian. 

B. sb. An adherent of the (supposed) doctrines 

of Erastus; one who maintains the complete 
subordination of the ecclesiastical to the secular 
power. . ■ ■' _ ■ 

1651 Baxter Inf Bapt. 228 He was far from being an 
Erastian. 2661 Serrn. Coronat. Chas. II in Phenix I. 256 
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Erastians are more dangerous Snares to Kings than Sec- 
taries. .and are Great Enemies to Presbyterian Government. 
1721-1800 in Bailey. 1876 Gladstone in Contemp. Rev . 
J une 4 Many most respectable persons have been . . Erastians. 

Hence Bra*stianism, the theory or system of 
Erastus. Era’stianize v. a. /mw. To organize 
(a church) on Erastian principles, b. intr. To in- 
cline to Erastian principles. Eara’stianizing , ///.(3:. 

1681 Baxter Acc. Sherlocke iii. 282 Many were inclined 
to Erastianism hereby. 1761-2 Hume Hist. Efig. (1806) V. 
lxvi. 49 Their submission, .was stigmatised as erastianism. 
1856 Froude Hist. Eng. II. 309 The theory of an Angli- 
can Erastianism found favour with some of the higher 
church dignitaries. 1850 J. H. Newman Diffic. Anglic. 
153 Its Erastianizing Bishops. 

Erasure (fr^iui). [f. as Erase + -ure.] 

1. The action of erasing or obliterating. 

*755 Young Centaur vi. Wks. 1757 IV. 277 The desperate 
erasure of his Christian name. 18x7 W. Selwyn Law Nisi 
Priusll. 825 The devise to the trustees was not revoked by 
the erasure, 1836 J. Gilbert Chr. Atoneni . ii. (1852) 31 To 
select a part [of a book] which we may happen to approve, 
and by evasive arts to effect the erasure of the other part. 
1861 May Const. Hist. (1863) I. i. 24 The erasure of his 
name from the list of privy councillors. 

b. An instance of erasing or obliterating. 

1734 tr. Rollin' s Anc. Hist. {1827’! I. n. 239 A good per- 
formance is not to be expected without many erasures and 
corrections. 1817 Coleridge Biog. Lit . 183 If the number 
of these fancied erasures did not startle him. 1858 Ld. St. 
Leonards Handy Bk. Prop. Law xix. 146 The erasure was 
not made by the testator with an intention to revoke his will. 

2 . cotter. The place where a word or letter has 
been erased or obliterated. 

Mod. The word was written over an erasure. 

3. Total destruction ; ‘wiping out 5 , rare. 

a 1794 Gibbon < 0 ; y Erasure of cities. 1851 D. Wilson 
Preh. Ann. II. iv. iv. 267 Repeated destruction of the settle- 
ments and erasure of the accompanying progress of arts. 
Erayne, var. of Arain, Obs., spider. 

Erbage, Erbare, obs. ff. Herbage, Arbour. 
Erbbe, erbe, obs. forms of Herb. 

Erber, early form of Arber, Obs. 

Erber, obs. form of Arbour. 

Erbia (a*.ibia). Chem. [mod.Lat., f. last two 
syllables of Ytterby, the locality of gadolinite, in 
which it occurs.] One of the three earths for- 
merly confounded under the general name Yttria. 

1869 ‘Urban' in Eng. Meek, 20 Dec. 303/3 Erbia..is a 
brown powder, discovered by Mosander, 25 years back, in 
gadolinite. 1873 Watts Fownes' Chem. 382 Erbia, ob- 
tained by ignition of erbium nitrate or oxalate, has a faint 
rose colour. 

Erbigage, obs. form of Harbourage. 
Erbium ( 5 ubitfm\ [mod.Lat., f. Erbia, as 
sodium f. soda, etc.] The metallic radical of erbia. 

1843 Chemist I. 446 [Mosander’s] close examination of 
Yttria has led him to discover, .two oxides, to which he has 
given the names terbium and erbium. 1873 Watts Fownes ’ 
Chem. 382 Erbium and yttrium, are again precipitated by 
oxalic acid. 

Ercebishop, -dekne, obs. ff. Archbishop, 

-DEACON. 

Ereh, v. 1 Obs ., var. ergh, Argh v. Sc. to be un- 
willing, hesitate. 

*584 J. Carmichael Lett, in Wodr. Soc. Misc. (1844'' 428 
Paul Methven heard him, and came not to the ministers 
while Thursday at morn, and erched to tell them that, 
f Ercli, vf Obs. rare- 1 , 

1601 Holland Pliny ix. xx. 1 . 247 Lampries..erch forward 
like as Serpents doe vpon the earth. 

Erehe-, obs. form of Arch-. 

+ Erciieve*sque. Obs. rare— 1 , [a. OF. arch- 
eves que (mod.F. archeveque), repr. late L. archi- 
episcopus .] = Archbishop. 

? as 2400 Morte Arth. 67 At Carlelele a Cristynraese he 
haldes . .Wyth erles and ercheuesqes and other ynowe. 

+ Erd, sb. Ohs. Forms: 1-2 eard, 2-4 erd(e, 
3 serd, ard, eserd, 3-4 herd, 4 ertd. [OE. eard 
masc. is cogn. w. OS. ard masc. ‘dwelling 5 , OHG. 
art fem. ‘ ploughing 5 , ON. ord fem. ‘ harvest 5 
OTeut. *ardu-z, ardd, prob. f. W Aryan root *ar to 
plough. For the sense cf. OE. bit an to cultivate, 
inhabit.] 

1 . The land where one dwells; native land, 
home ; a region, country. 

Beowulf (Or. ) We rondas beren eft to earde c 1000 
Ags. Ps. ciii. ix [civ. 12] (Gr ) Ofer ban heofonfugelas healdaS 
eardas. c 1175 Lamb. Horn. 13 Eower burh heo forbernaS 
. . and eard heo amerraS. <72205 Lay. 29175 Inne France 
wes his asrd. c 1250 Gen. 4 Ex. 210 Paradis, An erd si ful 
of swete blis. a 1300 Cursor M. 12382 (Cott.) Til pai had 
geten pair herd a-gain. c 1340 Gaw. fyGr.Knt. 1808, 1 am 
here [on] an erande in erdez vneoupe. 

2 . In OE. ; ? State, condition. Hence (in ME.), 
disposition, temper. 

With the ME. use cf. MHG. art masc., fem., mod. G. art 
fem. ‘ manner, disposition which, however, Kluge regards 
as prob, of distinct etymology. 

a xooo Hymns vii. 97 (Gr.) ]?ar man us tyhhaS on dae£ 
twegen eardas. Drihtenes are oSSe deofles beowet, <713x4 
Guy Warw. (A.) 2988 Wib bat come forb an amireld ? A 
Sarrazin of wicked erd. c 1340 Cursor M. 11973 (Fairf.) 
Ihesus bat was meke of erde kepped no3t to make his raoder 
ferde. 

3 . Comb, '+ erd-folk, people of the land. 

c 1250 Gen. <$• Ex. 1880 God sente on Sat erdfolc swile dred. 


+ E*rde, v. Obs. Forms : r eardian, 2-3 
erde v n. [OE. eardian ( ** OHG. art bn to inhabit), 
f. eard, Erd jA] 

1. intr. To dwell, live. 

C893 K. j®lfred Oros. tl 18 On pstn morum eardiaS 
Finnas. c 1000 Ags. Gosp. Matt. ii. 23 And he com pa and 
eardode on pare ceastre Se is genemned nazareth. c 2275 
Lantb, Horn, 89 Trowfeste men of elchere peode bet under 
heofene erdeden. c 2230 Mali Meid. 43 Ha ne muhen nawt 
sornen earden in heuene. a 1300 E. E. Psalter xxi. 4 [xxii. 
3] pou soth-lik in halteh wel Erdest, loof of Israel, c 1400 
Destr. Troy 4233 To the yle here Appolyn erdis with in. 

b. To be or to be found; to exist in a certain 
place, or in a certain condition. 

c 1400 Destr. Troy 923 pis stone .. Is erdand in Jude. Ibid. 
7128 Folk, .entryd full Esely, erdyng in sorow. 

2. trans. To inhabit. 

Beowulf 2590 (Gr.) Se meera maga EcgSeowes sceolde. . 
wic eardian elles. hwer^en. a 1300 E. E. Psalter xxiv. 
[xv.] 13 His sede erde be land sal swa. 

Erd(e, etc., obs. forms of Earth, etc. 

Erdene, obs. form of Errand. 
t E'rding 1 , sb. Obs. Also 1 earding. [f. 
Erde v. + -ing 1 .] Abode, dwelling. Also in 
comb, erding-stow, dwelling-place. 

a 1000 Ags. Ps. cvi. 3 [evii. 4] (Gr.) Ne meahton ceastre 
weg cuSne mittan, b e hi eardunge on genaman. c 1000 Ags. 
Gosp. Matt. xvii. 4 Drihten . . gyf pu wylt, uton wyreean 
her preo eardung-stowa. c 1200 Trite. Coll. Horn. 159 Ure 
louerd iesu crist giue hem. .echeliche erding and blisse on 
heuene. a 1250 Owl <§• Night. 28 On old stoc. .was thare ule 
earding-stowe. 

Erdne, obs. form of Errand. 

Ere, sb. pseudo-arch. rare— 1 . (See quot.) 

1 866 Sir G. W. Dasent Gisli 23 They went out of their 
booth to the point of the * ere ’ {footnote, ‘ Ere ’ old English 
for a sandy spit of land ; from the Icelandic eyri]. 

Ere adv., prep, and con/. Forms : a. 1-3 
ser, (3 eere), i~6 er, 3-4 her, (3 beer), 4-5 eer(e, 
(3 eser, 4 eir, 5 eyer), 2-6 ear(e, 8-9 Sc. ear, 
3-6 ar(e, 4 aar, 4-5 ayr(e, 4-9 Sc. air(e (see Air 
adv.), (8 err on. e’er), 4- ere. jS. 3-7 (9 arch.) or, 
3-5 ore. 7. 4-5 5er(e, 6-7 yeer, yer. [OE. &r, 
corresp. to OFris., OS. £r (MDu. eer, ire, ee, Du. 
eer), OHG. er (MHG. er, 2, mod.G. eher , ehe), 
Goth, airis:— OTeut. *airiz , compar. degree of *air 
(Goth, air, ON. dr) adv., early. Some have sug- 
gested ultimate connexion with Gr. hp l - early in 
the morning. See also Erer and Erst. 

The ME. spellings ar(e and or(e partly represent ON. dr 
(or an unrecorded OE. *dr without umlaut, 4 , and partly arise 
from eer through loss of stress.] 

A. adv. 

1. Used as positive, a. in OE. (late \YS.) : Early, 
at an early hour ; b. since 1 5th c. only Sc. (forms 
air , ear) : Early, soon : opposed to late. 

a 1000 Gnthlac 816 ‘Gr.) Hy to ser abreat, pact hy walden- 
des willan laesten. c 1000 Ags. Gosp. Mark xvi. 2 And 
swySe aer anum reste-daege comon to \>eere byrgene. C1200 
Ormin 6246 Beon ar & late o 3unnkerr weorre. a 2225 
After. R. 338 Ich hit do ungledliche, oSer to er, oSer to 
leate. a 1340 Cursor M. 25419 (Gott. 1 Are and late i will 3U 
mon. c 1425 Wyntoun Cron. vii. xxxiii. 143 Come I are; 
come I late. 1474 in Househ. Ord. (1790) 28 To be ere at 
his supper. 2378 Scot. Poems x6th C. II. 152 Thow art keiper 
lait and aire. 1795 MacNeill Will Jean, Baith ear’ and 
late, Will in briny grief lay steeping. 2879 G. Macdonald 
Sir Gibbie I. iv. 46^ Ye michtna be up ear eneuch to get yer- 
self shaved afore kirktime.' 
f2. Sooner, at an earlier time. Obs. 
a- a 900 Charters in O. E. Texts 445 Gif he jewite er 
Sonne hia. c 1000 Ags. Gosp. John i. 15 Se Se to cumenne is 
aefter me . . waes a;r bonne ic. c 2400 Ywaine Gaw. 2061 
Bitwene this and the thrid night, And ar if that it are myght 
be. 1465 Pas ton Lett. No. 518 II. 218, I received the box 
. .on Friday last and non er. c 1650 Merlin 2094 in Furniv. 
Percy Folio 1.-487, & thou had comen eare, indeed, thou 
might haue found him in that stead. 

B* 1526 Tindalk John i.. 15 He that commeth after me, 
was before me because he was yer than I. 

+ 3. Sooner, rather, in preference. Obs. 

a. c 1200 [see C 2]. 
j 3 . c 1300 [see C 2]. 

Y • <2*536 Tindale Wks. II. 235 The flesh .. would be 
exalted and lift up on high, yer than cast down, 
f 4. Before, formerly, at a former time, on a 
former occasion ; often preceded by ever, never. 
Also, A little while ago, just now. 

a. C825 Vesp. Hymns in O. E. Texts 419 ©act mon 5 u 
alesdes oone ser soSlice gehiowades. <2 900 Martvrol. 
ibid. 178 Fyr of heofonum . . forbernde .. alle Sa Se . . 
aer tintergedon Sone halgan wer. a 2000 , Elene 2283 
Worda..eallra unsnyttro aer gesprecenra. a 1123 O. E. 
Chron. an. 1101 And \>3zt ealle pa on Engle lande heora 
land ongean heafdon, pe hit ser purh pone eorl forluron. 
r 1175 Lamb. Horn. 5 iherden er on pe godspel hu, etc. 
ri2oo Ormin 23^9 Forr nass pat naefre fundenn aer Amang 
wimmenn onn erpe. c tfvjs Lay. 6626 Ne cnew hine no man 
pat hine heer hi-seh3e hadde. c 1300 Harrow. Hell 222 
That y seyde er the to. 1375 Barbour Brace ix. 442 Thai 
. . war eir pouer and bare, c 1430 Pilgr. Lyf Manhode 1. c. 
(1869) 54, I se blood shed on \>e scrippe pat neuere er j 
apperceyuede. 15 . . Kyng <§• Hermit 40 in Hazl. E. P. P. 
(1864) 14 Sych one saw I never are. 1557 Mylner of A byng- 
ton 82 ibid. III. 103 He myght not do as he dyd are, 1647 
R. Stapylton Juvenal 259 A beane-hull, ere the praise of 
all The neighb’ring village. 

p. c 1340 Cursor M. 1402 (TrinApo he [Adam] Joyqe but 
neuer ore.. Ibid. 12 147 (Trim) wondir on pat I seide ore. 


25. . Childe of Brisiowe 342 in Hazl. E. P. P. 1 . 123 Into 
the chamber he went that tide, and knelid, as he dud ore. 

y. c 1420 Chron. Vilod. 147 By conselle of Elmestone as I 
sayde ^ere. c 2430 Guy Warw. (C. ) 60 Soche a mayde was 
neuer 3 ere. a 16x2 Harington Epigrams hi, (1633) 42 
Chaste Linus, but as valiant as a gander, Came to me yer, 

. . Lamenting that I raised on him a slander. 

b. First; before something else, or before any- 
thing else is done. 

a. c 1000 Ags. Gosp. Matt. v. 24 Gang ser and gesybsuma 
wi <3 pinne brooer. 

f. c 1250 Gen. tf Ex. 88 Fro cSat time we tellen ay, Or fie 
ni^t and after fie day. c 1300 Havelok 728 But or he 
hauede michel shame, 

B. prep. 

1 , Before (in time). Also in comb. + ere-yes- 
terday, the day before yesterday. 

a. *1 a 73S (M S. a 900) Bede's Death Song ibid. 149 Aer his 
hin iongae. ^825 Vesp. Psalter liv, 20 [lv. 19] in O. E. Texts 
263 God. .se is ser weorulde and wunaS in ecnisse. t*iooo 
Ags. Gosp. Matt. xxiv. 38 Swa hi wserun on [mm da^um Ser 
pam flode. <71175 Lamb. Horn. 17 pet he icherre from pan 
uuelnesse ear his ende dei. <21300 Cursor M. 11383 <GOtt), 
A tuelmoth are pe natiuite, c 1300 K. Alts. 344 Aboute 
mydnyght, ar the day. .Scheo saw. .a dragon adoun lyght. 
2413 Lydg. Pilgr. Sowle iv. xxii. (1483' 69 Yf thou er this 
tyme haddest done right. 2465 Poston Lett. No. 505 II. 
194 Yf ye send to me conti'ary comaundement er that tyme. 
*583 Golding Calvin on Dent, clxxiii. 1076 Ere three 
dayes to an end he had quite forgotten. 1647 Clarendon 
Hist. Reb. (1702) I, v. 456 E're that time, 2649 Lovelace 
Poems 22 Could you ascend yon Chaire of State e’re him ? 
1678 Dryden All for Love 1. i, Our fruitful Nile Flow'd 
ere the wonted Season. 1819 Byron Juan 1. i, Sent to the 
devil somewhat ere his time. 1884 W. C. Smith Kildrostan 
45 He Nigh lost his wits ere morning. 

p. C1250 Gen. <5* Ex. 47 Or ani werldes time boren. <72400 
Destr. Troy 124 A broper of bir^e bom or hym-seluyn. 
1439 R. Rochefort in E. E. Wills (1883 123 If. .Margarete 
his wyff decesse or tyme Rauf his son comme at full age. 
a 1533 Ld. Berners Huon Ixxxvi. 273 Though he haue or 
this tym sufferyd greate trauayle. 

y. c 1430 Freemasonry 160 3 e mowe hyt knowe long 3er 
nyght. 2535 Coverdale Gen. xxxi. 2 And Iacob behelde 
Labans conntenaunce, & beholde, it was not towarde him 
as yesterdaye and yeryesterdaye. 

b. In preference to, more than, 
p. 1377 Langl. P. PI. B. xv. 502 pe red noble Is reuer- 
enced or pe Rode. 

2 . In the advb. phrases t ere pon, ere then , ere 
this , etc. (OE. ser Son , ser dissum), before then, be- 
fore this. Also Erelong, Erenow, Erewhile. 

a. <7897 K. /Elfred Gregory's Past. 7 Sio lar Laeden^e- 
Siodes ser Sissum afeallen wses 3iond Angelcynn. <71175 
Lamb . Horn. 3 Moni of pan floe manna pe earpon fulieden 
ure drihten. Ibid. 11 We ma^en. .ibeten ure sunne. pet we 
abbet idon erpisse. 1297 R. Glouc. (1724) 501 Thou sedest 
vs ar this The priuete of thin herte. <71315 Shoreham 121 
Thet unicorn. .That erthange [read erthanne] was so wylde. 
<7 1340 Cursor M. 9830 (Trim), Moreselcoupeherde we neuer 
ar pis. c 1430 Chezr. Assigns 70 As I haue holde her er pis 
‘our lorde so me helpe’. 1594 Plat Jewell-ho. 1. 59 We 
should haue had a sufficient ear this. 1667 Milton P. L. 
iv. 970 Ere then Farr heavier load thyself expect to feel. 
Ibid. x. 240 If mishap [had attended him]. Ere this he had 
return’d 1776 Gibbon Misc. Wks. 11814) II. 173 You have 
ere this heard of the. .accident. 1826 Scott Woodst. ii, I 
trust the King is ere this out of their reach. 2884 Pae 
Eustace 28, I should ere this have shaped into words the 
warm affection which, .existed in my heart. 

y. 1598 Hakluyt Voy. I. 6 They might very well, yer 
this, haue surpassed . . any particular Monarchie els. 

C. conf. {or as part of conjunctional phrase). 

1 . Of time: Before. 

fa. in conjunctional phrases, consisting (a) of 
the adv. with thafi ; (b) of the prep, with pro- 
nominal regimen (OE. and early ME./awz pe, pon 
pe, pam. pan, pon ; subsequently that). Obs. 

a. a xooo Judith 252 in Sweet^s. Rdr. (1884) 165 /Erfton 
Se him se e^esa on ufan ssete Msexen Ebrea. a xooo Happy 
Land 38 ibid. 170 Naefre brosniao Leaf under lyfte . . aer Son 
edwenden Worulde ^eweorSe. c 2000 Ags. Gosp. Matt. v. 
x8 An prica ne gewit fram paere ae aerpam [c 1160 Hatton 
aer pan] ealle ping ^ewurpan. Ibid. vi. 8 Eower feeder wat 
hwaet eow pearf ys aer pam pe ge liyne biddaS. c 1200 Ormin 
9352 /Er pann pe Laferrd Jesu Crist Bigann owwperr to 
ponne. c 1200 Trin, Call. Horn, 37 Er ponne pet child beo 
ifubed hit is pes deofles. a 1225 Ancr. R. 296 Cwench hit 
. .er pen hit waxe. <7 1290 Lives Saints (18871 52 Are pat heo 
were ded. a 1300 Havelok 229 ‘ In manus tuas, lou[er]de,’ 
he seyde, Her pat he pe speche leyde. <7 1325 Chron. Eng. 
in Ritson Met. Rom. II. 270 This lend wes cleped Albyon, 
Er then Bruyt from Troye com. c 1386 Chaucer Frank! T. 
895 Now telleth me er that ye ferther wende. 2483 Vul- 
garia abs Terentio 24 a, Night cam vpon me er than j myght 
com hydere a geyne. 1559 Baldwin in Mirr. for Mag, 
(1563) H x a, Wherof she warnd prepared a myghty power, 
And ere that myne were altogether redy, Came swyft to 
Sandale and besieged my bower. 

B. c 1250 Gen. 4 Ex. 2435 Or San he [Abraham] wiste 
off werlde faren, He bade fuse kinde to him charen. 

y. 2526 Tindale Gal. ii. 22 Yerre that certayne cam 
from James he [Peter] ate with the Gentyls, 
b. hence as simple conj. arch, and dial, 
a. Beowulf 2oxg (Gr.) Oft hio beah wriSan seege [sealde] 
aer hie to setle geong. 971 Blickl. Horn. 47 On niht aer he 
raeste. <71x75 Lamb. Horn. 9 Heo weren strongliche ibunden 
er ure drihten come to pisse liue. a 2225 Leg. Nath. 2393 
To beon i-fulhtnet , . ear we faren henne. 1240 Hampole 
Pr. Consc. 1052 Bot of pe mare world yhit wil I mare say, 
Ar Ipas fra pis matir away. 1393 Langl. P. PL C. iv. 

^ 03 Thei asken hure huyre er pey hit haue deserued. 1430 
.ydg. Chron. Troy 1. v, Are Titan his bemes reyse 
agayne We shall departe. 1483 Act 1 Rich. Ill, c. 8 
Preanx., Clothes so shorn er they he wette. 2581 Mulcaster 
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Positions xxxiv. (2887) 122 Ear they entered into their exer- 
cise, and. .ear they went to meat. x6xx Bible John iv. 49 
The noble man saith vnto him, Syr, come downe ere my 
child die. 1664 Evelyn KaL Hort » (1729) 190 It will be a 
long Time e'er your Graff produce any Fruits considerable. 
1762-72 H. Walpole Virtue's A neat. Paint. (1786) IV. 76 
These promising abilities were cut off e’er they had reached 
their maturity. 1810 Scott Lady of L. 1. ii, Ere his fleet 
career he took, The dew-drops from his flanks he shook. 
1870 E. Peacock Ralf Skirl. II. 22 It was very late ere 
the party broke up. 

8 . c 1250 Gen. tk Ex. 6 49 Or he [noe] was on werlde led, 
His kinde was wel wide spred. £1340 Cursor M. 710 
(Fairf.) A 1 binges., ware of gretter street and pij>, or 
adam had for-done be grib. 1476 Paston Lett. No. 771 III. 
152, iiij howrs or he dyed. 01570 Moral Play Wit fy Sc. 
(Shaks. Soc.) 3 Wherfore, or I pas hens, now must I See 
thys same token heere. [Still very common dial.] 

■y. 1526 Tindale Rom. ix. 11 Yeer the children were 

borne. 1563-87 Foxe A . $ M. 115961 209/1 The king laie 
after long sicke yer he were healed. 1609 Holland A vim. 
Marcel, xxx. i. 379 He might be intercepted yer he was 
aware. 

J*e. with a redundant <?r£ (in sense A. 4 b), or 
some equivalent word, belonging to the principal 
clause, though occasionally standing in the sub- 
ordinate. 

a. <r 1200 Ormin 12694 iEr ]?ann be Laferrd fullbtnedd 
wass ./Er wass he wunedd offte To cumenn till be flumm. 
1297 1 L Glouc. U724' 207 Ar hii come vpe J?ys hul, arst he 
wass ycome. a 1300 K. Horn 546 Mid spere ischal furst 
ride . . Ar ihc b® ginne to \v03e. S377 Langl. P. PI. B. v. 
468, I shal seke treuthe arst ar I se Rome ! 

p. c 1250 Gen. # Ex. 658 Nine hundred 3er and fifti told, 
or or he starf, noe was old. c 1330 R. Brunnk Citron. 118x0) 
4 Or Roberd wist, or bouht on suilk a dede, Ore was his 
ous on fire, CX400 Maundev. (1839 viii. 83 Before or ]>ei 
resceyue hem, J?ei knelen doun. c 1460 Towneley Myst, 131 
Myn dede ere shuld I dyght, Or it were so. 
d. with the addition of ever. 
a. C 1325 E. E. Allit. P. A. 328 Schal I efte forgo hit er 
euer I fyne? 1529 More Com/, ay si. Trib . m. Wks. 12x2/2 
Before a gret storm the sea begynneth. . to worke. .ere euer 
the windes waxe boistous. ex 630 Drumm. of Hawth. 
Poems Wks. 12 Er e’re she was, weep that day’s wheel was 
roll’d. 

. ft. 1605 Shaks. Lear 11. iv. 289 This heart shal break 
into a hundred thousand flawes Or ere lie weepe. 1611 
Bible Dan . vi, 24 The Lyons , . brake all their bones in pieces 
or euer they came at the bottome of the den. 1883 Swin- 
burne Cent. Roundels 23 These, or ever man was, were. 

2. Of preference : Sooner than, rather than. 
Sometimes with correlative adv. as in 1 c. 

a. Beowulf 1371 iGr.) Mr he [jct. heorot] feorh sele 5 , .on 
ofre, asr he uvwille hafelan [hydan]. CX200 Ormin 63x6 
Forr asr j>e33 wolldenn Jxolenn das)? <Er b ann b e 33 wolldenn 
gilltenn ohht Onngasness Godess wille. c 1230 Mali Meid. 
45 Hu ha. -boleden stronge pines ear hawalden nimen ham. 
c 1330 King of Tars 44 Rather wolde i spile my blod . . Ar 
heo scholde wedde a Sarazyn. 1393 Lanc.l. P. PI. C. iv. 
157 Er ich wedde such a wif, wo me by-tyde. 

p. yt 1300 Cursor M. 9815 (Gott.) Or aght his herte brest 
o thrinne, Or fra his comandementis tuinne. 1375 Barbour 
Bruce ix. 594 In auenture till de He vald him put, or he 
vald fle. 

f D. adj. Only in late OE. and ME. 

X. The compounds in which OE. ser- has an 
adjectival force — ‘ early 1 , ‘ former’ (see E. 1 ) were 
occasionally resolved, so that the first element 
was treated as a real adj., and inflected as such. 
Eor examples see E. 1 . 

2. Hence, rarely, the adjectival use occurs where 
it does not originate directly from composition. 
a 1400 Jsumbras 520 To mende hir are mysdede. 

E. Comb. 

1. With adjectival force, as OE. ^rdaes (see 
Bay), early day, beginning of the day, also pi. 
tkrdagas (in ME. as phrase are dawes ), former 
days ; OE. serdmd (see Deed), in ME. erdede , 
a former deed ; OE. aermorg m (see M orn, 
Morrow), early morning, in phrase on sermorgen, 
M E. on armoroutSy also (with adjectival flexion 
of the first element) OE. on seme morgen, ME. 
on erne marten, on arnemorwe ; also Arethede. 

Beowulf 2^ Mid ’’‘aer-dasge. a 1000 Andreas 220 (Gr.) Sce- 
altu seninga mid aerdae$e. . Ceol gestigan. a xooo Hymns iii. 
25 (Gr.) J?u eart se asSela, be on aeraagum ealra femnena 
wyn faegere akende on Bethleem. <7 x300 Havelok 27 It 
was a king bi are dawes* cxooo Ays. Gosp. Luke xxiii. 41 
And wyt witodlice be uncer*aerdaedum on-foS. ex zoo Trin. 
Coll. Horn. 153 Ech man shal understonden mede.of his 
er-dede. c 1205 Lay, 8745 Nu bn scalt adreden for bine aer 
daeden [<7x275 for bine erdede]. a 1400 Octouian 1808 Cle- 
ment was made a knyght For hys er dedes. a xooo Ps. lxii[i), 
6 (Gr.) Ic. .on *aermerxen on be eac gewene. Vxooo Ays. 
Gosp. Matt. xx. r Gelic J? ar n hiredes ealdre be °n serne 
mergen ut-eode. 1:1x75 Lamb. Horn. 115 ba aldormen eta <5 
on erne marjen ulageliche. c 1300 K. A lis. 5458 The cost 
arist on erne morowe. <7x3x4 Guy Warw. <A.) 3391 An 
armorwe erliche pemperour aros, sikerliche. Ibid. 5164 On 
arnemorwe ban come we. 

2. With prepositional force : see Erelong, Ere- 
now, Erewhile ; also ere-y ester day in B 1. 

Ere, var. of Ear obs. to plough. 

1621 Bolton Statutes Jrel. 10 Labourers . . to ere the 
ground.' ■ ' ■ 

Ere, obs. f. are : see Be z». ; also of Ever. 
Ereable, obs. form of Earable, arable, 
t Erean, a. Obs.—° [f. L. xre-us brazen (f. 
serfs brass) + -an.] Made of brass or copper, 
brazen. 1656-81 in Blount. 1775 in Ash. 
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Erear, var. of Arear v. Obs. 

Erebus e-nbos). Myth. Also 6 erron. erobus. 
[a. L. Erebus , a. Gr. ’'Epe&os; ? cogn. with Goth. 
riqis darkness.] The proper name of ‘ a place 
of darkness, between Earth and Hades’ (Liddell 
and Scott) ; often used in phrase dark as Erebus. 

1596 Shaks. Merck.. V. v. i. 87 His affections [are] darke 
as Erobus. 1667 Mii.ton P. L. ii. 883 Harsh Thunder . . 
the lowest bottom shook Of Erebus. 1839 Marry at Phant. 
Skip x. The night was dark as Erebus. 

Comb. 18x5 Scribbleomania 169 Thepow’r that impell’d 
thee was Erebus bred. 

Erect (Ae*kt), a. and sb. [ad. L, erect- us, pa. 
pple. of erigere to set up, f. e out + r eg ere to 
direct.] A. adj. 

1. Upright, in an upright posture; not bending 
forward or downward. Of straight lines and 
plane surfaces: Vertical. Erect vision^ the fact 
that we see objects * the right way up notwith- 
standing the inverted position of the retinal image. 
Erect dial : see Dial. 

c 1386 Chaucer Man of Law's T. 9 The schade of every 
tree Was in the lengthe the same quantite That was the 
body erecte, that caused it. 15x4 Barclay Cyt. fy Up - 
londyshm. ( Percy Soc.) p. lvi, Whether that thy lord sit or 
yet stande erect Stil must thou stande. 1593 Fale Dial tiny 
3 When the plat standeth upright, it maketh a right angle 
with the Horizon and is called Erect. 1646 Sir T. Browne 
Pseud. Ep. iv. i. x8o Birds . . are so farre from this kinde 
of pronenesse, that they are almost erect. 1697 Dryden 
Virg. Geory. in. 666 A Snake in his Summer Liv’ry 
rouls along: Erect, and brandishing his forky Tongue. 
1726 tr. Gregory's Aslrott. I. 362 The erect or vertical 
Diameter of the Luminary seems contracted. 1799 J. Wood 
Elan. Optics \ ii, (1811) 148 An erect image of the figure 
intended to be represented. 1841 Brewster Mart. Sc. hi. 
ii. 1 18569 184 He ascribed erect vision to an operation of the 
mind. 1863 Fr. Kemble Resid. Georgia 42 The figures 
of some of the women are handsome , .erect and good. 1872 
Blackie Lays Highl . 89 Erect with majesty severe The 
Buchail More upshoots his Titan cone. 

b. Used Bot. and Her. in general sense. 

1688 R, Holme Armoury n. 115/1 Erect Flowers [are] 
such as grow upright without hanging the head. 1766 -87 
Porny Heraldry Gloss., Erect or Erected ,. said of any- 
thing upright, or perpendicularly elevated. 1811 A. T. 
Thomson Lond. Disp. >1818 256 The stamens are erect, and 
longer than the corolla 1880 Gray Struct. Bot. vi. § 8. 277 
Ovules are erect, when they rise from the very bottom of 
the cell. x 832 Cussans Heraldry vi. 95 Erect, when used in 
blazoning wings, signifies that the principal wing feathers 
make nearly a right angle with the back of the bird. 

C * 

1672 Cave Prim. Ckr. 11. vii. (1673) 195 A mind erect 
amongst the Ruines of a tottering Age. a 173s Glanville 
(J.), Stand erect, and sound as loud as fame. 1837 Thirl- 
wall Greece iv. xxxiii. 321 A spirit as erect as the king’s 
tiara. 1878 Morley Carlyle 175 Here was a way of erect 
living within. 

2. Chiefly participial : •f* a. Of the countenance : 
Not downcast, unabashed. Obs. b. Of the hands : 
Uplifted, e. Of the Hair, tail of animals, etc.: 
Set up, rigid, bristling. 

x6x8 Chapman Hesiod. 11. 542 Not ... with face erect, 
Against the Sun, but, sitting. 1687 Dryden Hind $ P. 1. 
394 Her front erect with majesty she bore. 17.. Philips 
(Jj, Vows, and plaints, ana suppliant hands to Heav’n 
erect. 1735 Somerville Chase n. 91 With Ears And Tail 
erect, neighing he paws the ground. 1796 Burke Regie. 
Peace Wks. 1842 II. 326 It is an erect countenance^ it is a 
firm adherence to principle . .that assert our good faith and 
honour. 1870 Bryant Iliad II. xxiv. 403 With hair erect 
He stood, and motionless. 

1 3. jig. Of the mind : Uplifted, directed up- 
wards ; alert, attentive. Obs. 

1544 Litany in Priv. Prayers (1851) 570 Having their 
minds erect to Almighty God. 1626 Bacon Sylva (1637) 
§ 266 It conduceth much to haue the Sense Intentiue, and 
Erect. 1756 Burke Sub l, <§• B. 1. xv, Just at the moment 
when their minds are erect with expectation, 
t B. sb. Obs. rare. 

In order to facilitate the attainment of uniformity in type- 
founding, Moxon proposed to divide the square of the 
height of each kind of type into smaller squares by 42 ver- 
tical lines {erects) and 42 horizontal lines {_ parallels' . 

1676 Moxon Print Lett. 7 The Divisions that are imagined 
to be made between the Left Hand and the Right are called 
Erects. Ibid. 20 Set your Compasses to 9.. placing one 
Foot in Parallel 2i, Erect 9. 

Erect t/re*kt), v. Also 6 Sc. ereck, 5-6 pa. 
pple. erect(e. [f. L. erect- ppl. stem of erigere : 
see prec.J 

+ 1, irans. To elevate in direction or position. 
+ 1 . To direct upwards; to lift up (the eyes, hands, 
etc.). Also To erect up. Obs. 

1609 Man in Moone (1849) 39 Erect thy countenance, like 
a man. 1635 Pagitt Christianogr. 1. ii, (1636) 61 The Bishop 
. . erecting his hands stood all tne while with his face to the 
Altar, <21634 Chapman Revenge Hon. Wks. 1873 III. 337 
Good sir, erect your looks. 1704 Swift T. Tub Wks. 1760 
I. Introd. 26 To stand with their mouths open, and erected. 
fg. 1548 Gest Pr. Masse 117 Having our mindes erected 
up into heaven. 1629 H. Burton Babel no Bethel 4 Wee 
erect our best attention to this motion. 1690 Norris Be - 
atitudes (16941 I. 54 The Minds of Men began to be more 
generally erected towards Heaven. 

f b. To put up on high ; to lift up (the head) ; 
also, to hoist up. Obs. 

1552 Abp. Hamilton Catech. (1884) 52 Moyses . . made & 
ereckit a brassin ymage of a serpent. 1567 Trial Treas. 
in Hazl. Dodsley III. 273 That thou art nat erected, in 
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faith, it is pity, As high as three trees and a halter will 
reach. x6xx Coryat Crudities 9 A little chappell . . wherein 
is erected the picture of Christ and the Virgin Mary. x6o6 
Tate & Brady Ps. xxiv. 7 Erect your Heads, eternal Gates. 
1767 Babler I. 224 However we may erect the crest upon 
the superior dignity of manhood, 
f 2. To exalt in consideration or dignity; to 
raise to eminence or importance ; elevate" to office * 
in earlier use, to raise to (a kingdom); to set 
up for , to be (an emperor, king, etc.). Also To 
erect up. 

1432-50 tr. Higden. (Rolls'l l, 283 Grete Charles., was 
erecte to the kyngedome of Fraunce after the dethe of his 
fader. 1549-62 Siernhold & H. Ps. lxxxix. 20 A man of 
might I have erect your king and guide to be. 1583 Exec, 
for Treason (1675) 27 Bishops, who in the Popes name had 
erected him up. <2x592 Greene Jas. IV, Wks. (x86x) xg8 
He shall erect your state and wed you well. x6xx Sfeed 
Hist. Gt. BHt. vi. xlii. 3 The ./Egyptians erected one Sa- 
turninus a Captaine . . for Emperour. <1x631 Donne in 
Select.fr. Donne (1840) 16 Thou shalt find, .as many records 
of attainted families, .as of families newly erected and pre- 
sently celebrated. 1656 Bram hall Replic. vi. 238 Lawfull 
for the < King and Church of England . . to have erected a 
new Primate. 1709 Steele Tatler N 0. x 30 r 2 We have seen 
. . Monarchs erected and deposed. 

t b. To elevate into or unto (a specified con- 
dition). Obs. 

1508 Fisher Wks. 254 They were erecte vnto eternal lyfe. 
1589 Ft Robinson in _ Farr S. P. Eliz. (1845) 1 L 364 Erect 
my spirite into thy blisse. 

XI. To raise to an upright position. 

3. To raise, set upright (the body, oneself, etc.) ; 
to rear (a standard). Also jig. 

1573 Tusser Hush. (1878't 5 Erecting one most like to fall. 
1602 Marston Ant. # Mel. u. Wks. 1856 I. 25 Ladie, erect 
your gratious simmetry. 1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. u. 
iii, 74 If unto the powder of Loadstone or Iron we admove the 
North pole of the Loadstone, the powders or small divisions 
will erect and conforme themselves thereto, 1730 A. Gor- 
don Maffei’s A mphith . 93 The Charioteers sometimes bowed 
to the Ground, then erected themselves on high, 1750 
Johnson Rambler No. 6f 3 The necessity of erecting our- 
selves to some degree of intellectual dignity, 1774 Goldsm. 
Nat. Hist. (1776) VII. 49 The muscle . . is capable of erect- 
ing itself on an edge. xSx8 Jas. Mill Brit. India II, iv. 
iii. 97 Erected against Aliverdi the standard of revolt. 1877 
Mrs. Oliphant Makers Flor. xiii. 325 His weak frame 
erected itself. 

b. Optics. To restore (an inverted optical image) 
to an upright position. 

1831 Brewster Newton 11855) I- x - 245 Without using two 
glasses, the object may be erected. 

fe. intr. for rejl. To straighten oneself, assume 
an upright position. 

162Q Bacon Sylva (1631) § 827 By Wet, Stalkes doe erect, 
and Leaues bow downe. 

4. To set upright (a member of the body) ; to 
prick up (the ears) ; also Thys. (chiefly in pass.), 
to render turgid and rigid any organ containing 
erectile tissue. 

1626 Bacon Sylva ( 1637) § 2 ^6 You. .erect your Eare, when 
you would heare attentiuely. 1718 Rowe tr. Lucan 1. 540 
At ev’ry Shout [the horse] erects his quiv’ring Ears. 1796 
Burke Regie. Peace Wks. VIII. 318 That this faction .. 
does erect its crest upon the engagement, there can be 
little doubt. 

f-5. jig. from 3 , 4 . To rouse, stir up, excite, em- 
bolden (the mind, oneself). Obs. ^ 

a 1568 Coverdale Treat. Death 1. xvi, We ought to erect 
and comfort ourselves with the resurrection. 1605 Bacon 
Adv. Learn, xi. iv. § 2 It doth raise and erect the mind. 
1654 R. Codrington tr. Hist, Pristine 3x4 With this Victory 
the courages of the Sicilians were erected. 1665 J. Sergeant 
Sure-footing 201 His Book coming forth, .my Expectation 
was now erected. <zx668 Denham (J.l, Why should not 
hope As much erect our thoughts, as fear deject, them ? 
a 1734 North Lives (1826' II, 131 He found his spirits low, 
and thought to. .erect them by a glass or two of sherry, 
f b. occas . To stimulate (in a physical sense). 

x6zoVEiWEf(ViaRecta(x65o)2j3 It. .erecteth the digestive 
faculty of the stomack. 

1 6 . To elate with pride. Obs. 

1631 R. H. Arraiynm. Whole Creature 137 Least . . the 
contemplation of their proud plumes and feathers too much 
erect them and puffe them up. 

III. To set on a foundation, construct, establish. 
7. To set up (a building, statue, framework, etc.) J 
to rear, build. Also + To erect tip. 

14x7 in Ellis Orig. Lett. 11. 19. 1 . 59 He hath erected a new 
tower upon the same for a warde. 1555 Eden Decades W. 
Hid. 1. iv. (Arb.) 80 The inhabitantes sawe newe buyldynges 
to bee dayly erected. 1570 Abp. . Parker Corr. (1853) 372 
Intending . . to erect up certain iron mills. 1593 Shaks, 
2 Hen. VI, hi. ii. 80 Erect his Statue, and worship it. 1664 
Evelyn KaL Hort. (1729) 229 Erect on the out-side Wall 
your Stove . . of Brick. *692 O. Walker History Illus- 
trated 288 Gallus lamented much his death, and erected 
him a Sepulchre, xyox De Foe True-born Eng. 1. 1 When- 
ever God erects a House of Prayer The Devil always 
builds a Chappel there. 1796 H. Hunter tr. ^ t. Pierres 
Stud. Nat. (1799) I. 446 He erects trophies. 1825 J. 
Nicholson Operat . Mechatiic 190 An engine was erected 
in the vicinity of Bath, .on this principle. 1848 Macaulay 
Hist. Eng. II. x6 A more peaceful class erected silk manu- 
factories m the eastern suburb of London. X856 Froude 
Hist. Eng. (1858) II. ix. 382 The scaffold had been awk- 
wardly erected. 

H To build (a vessel). 

1650 Sir J. Burroughs in Wealth of Gt. Brit. (1749) 33 
By erecting two hundred and fifty busses . . there will be 
employment for one thousand ships. 
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b. fig* To build up (a theory, conclusion, etc.), 
set up (a pretension). Also absol. 

1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. A/. 1. vii. 25 Our advanced 
beliefs are not to be built upon dictates, but .. [we] are to 
erect upon the surer base of reason, a 1704 Locke (J.'i, 
Malebranche erects this proposition, of seeing all things in 
God, upon their ruin. x3i8 Jas. Mill Brit. India H. v. 
ii. 350 The pretension erected by Mr. Hastings . . would 
destroy one great source of the evidence. 1864 J. H. New- 
man ApoL 195 It was necessary for us to have a positive 
Church theory erected on a definite basis. 

8 . a. Geom. To set up or draw (a perpendicular 
to a given line) ; fto construct (a triangle, etc. 
upon a given base), b. Astral, and Astron. To 
4 set up 1 (a figure of the heavens). 

a 1646 J. Gregory Assyr. Mon. in .Post h. (1650'! 215 This 
was the figure of the Heavens.. Astronomically calculated 
and erected according to Tycho's tables. 1660 Barrow 
Euclid 1. x, Upon the fine given AB erect an equilateral 
triangle. #1672 Wood Life {1848) 73 After Lillie \the 
astronomer) had erected his figure, he told her, etc. 1715 
Kersey, To Erect a Figure , to divide the 12 Houses 
a-right. 1815 Scott Guy M. iv, He accordingly erected 
his scheme, or figure of heaven. 1828 J. H. Moore Pract. 
Navig. 44 On B erect the perpendicular BA. 1887 T. B. 
Reed O E . Lett. Found 182 He [Moxon] professes to be 
able to erect in any other square . . the same letter. 

f 9. To set up, establish, found (an office, court 
of justice, corporation, institution, etc.); to initiate, 
set on foot (a project, scheme). Obs. or arch. exc. 
in Law. 

1565 Calfhill Anszv. Treat. Crosse (1846) 24 A pilgrim- 
age in Wales was straight erected. 1570 in Strype Ann. 
Kef. I. lvii. 626 The Divinity lecture, erected by the noble 
lady Margaret. 1603 Warner A lb. Eng. x. Iviii. (1612) 254 
This League was halowed .. gainst all That worke the 
gospell to erect. 1651 Hobbes Leviaih. 1. xv. 73 There is 
no Civill Power erected over the parties promising. 1663 
Marvell Corr. Wks. 1872-5 II. xl. 88 Courts of Merchants 
to be erected in some . . ports of the nation. 1683 Royal 
Proclam . in Loud. Gaz . No. 1856/1 The Office of Post-Master 
General hath been Erected by Act of Parliament. 1743 
Tindal tr. Rapin' s Hist. Eng. II. 151 note, This year Queen 
Elizabeth erected^ the East-India Company. 1761-2 Hume 
Hist. Eng. II. xli. 4x5 The Jesuits, a new order of regular 
priests erected in Europe. 1792 Chipman Amer. Law Rep. 
(1871) 12 The statute has erected asummary jurisdiction. 1818 
Jas. Mill Brit. India II. v. ix. 702 The ministerial board 
erected by Mr. Pitt. 0x862 Buckle Civiliz. (1869) III. ii!. 
125 Two Courts of High Commission were erected. 1865 

H. Phillips Amer. Paper Curr. II. 56 Congress resolved 
to erect a lottery. 

f b. To raise (an armed force) ; to form (a 
nation). Obs. 

1480 Caxton Chron. Eng. m. (1520) 24/2 These two erected 
an boost ayenst Hanyball. 1598 Barret Theor. Warres 
ii. i. 20 When a Companie is newly leuied and erected, etc. 
a x6x8 Raleigh (J.), He suffers seventy-two distinct nations 
to be erected out of the first monarchy under distinct go- 
vernors. x68o Hickes Spir. Popery 71 The Cess ..for 
erecting and maintaining the foresaid additional Forces. 
1698 J. Crull Muscovy 123 A new Body of Militia should 
be erected in their stead. 

10. To erect into [cf. Fr. Sriger en] : to consti- 
tute or form into (e.g. an organization, munici- 
pality, territorial division, etc.) ; to set up as (a 
rule or precedent) ; to invest with the rank or 
character of ; f to represent as. 

1670-98 Lassels Voy. Italy Pref. x, I had not the least 
thought . . of erecting myself into an Authour. 17x0 Steele 
Taller No. 56 F 1 For the Sharpers . . are by Custom erected 
into a real and venerable Body of Men. 17x8 Col. Rec. 
Penn. III. 58 The sd. town might be Erected into a Bo- 
rough by a Charter, etc. a 1768 Erskine Inst. Law Scotl. 
(1773) 345 By secularizing, or, in our law-style, erecting 
most of the monasteries into temporal lordships. 1796 H. 
Hunter tr. St. Pierre's Stud. Nat. (1799) III. 455 The 
Officers of an inferior order ..erected themselves into seig- 
norial proprietors. 18x8 Jas. Mill Brit. India II. v. viii. 
669 He could erect every interference in that sovereignty 
into an act of guilt. 1821 Scott Kenilw. vii, Her majesty 
was minded to erect the town into a staple for wool. 1822 
M. A. Kelty Osmond 1. 158 You . . erect him into a standard 
of right and wrong. 1839 Y eowell A nc. Brit. Ch. xi. (1847) 
no Valentia . . was erected into a province, i860 Mill 
Repr. Govt. (1865)54/2 That portion, .whom the institutions 
of the country have erected into a ruling class. 

H 11. ? Used for Akrect, Direct. 

1526 Skelton Magnyf. 2507 Unto me formest this pro- 
cesse is erectyd. 1655 M. Carter Hon. Rediv . (1660) Ep. 
Ded., No more then the Subject of it [i. e. Honour] erects. 

Erectable (zTe*ktab’l), a. [f. Erect v. + -able.] 
Capable of being erected. 

1802 G. Montagu Ornith. Diet. (L.), These erectable 
feathers . , are scarcely longer than the rest. 

Erected (/re'kted), ppl. a . [f. Erect v. + -ed 1 . ] 
+ 1. Having an upward direction. Of the eyes, 
face, etc.: Uplifted. Of motion : Directed up- 
wards. fig. Of the mind : Active, attentive. Obs. 

1581 Sidney A pot. Poetrie (Arb.) 26 Our erected wit, 
maketh vs know what perfection is. 1593 Drayton Eclog. 
x. 26 Th' erected eyes (Of a poore Wretch with miseries 
opprest). 1659 Instruc. Oratory 16 He. .proceeds to a new 
subject with a more erected attention. 1668 Clarendon 
Ess. Tracts 11727) 92 An erected face toward heaven. ^ 1682 
Southerne Loyal Bro. 1. i, My erected head was rais’d to 
give A fuller majesty to crowns. 1697 Dryden V irg. Georg. 

I. 499 Herons . . mounting upward with erected Flight. 

+ 2. Elevated, exalied; aspiring, high - souled, 
noble. Obs. 

1580 Sidney Arcadia 1. (T.) High erected thoughts seated 
in a heart of courtesy. x6ox Cornwallyes Disc. Seneca 
(1631) 68 Men of the highest erected states have dyed. x6xx 


Speed Hist. Gt. Brit. ix. xx. (1632) 963 [They] march with 
erected courages against King Henry. 1631 T. May tr. 
Barclay's Mirr. Mindes ii. 65 Pride adorned with the name 
of an erected manly nature. x66 7 Milton P. L. i. 679 
Mammon, the least erected Spirit that fell. 

8. t a. Set upright, or in a perpendicular position, 
b. Of hair, etc. : Bristling. Of ears : Pricked up. 

1603 B. Jonson Entertaimn. ’pas. / Wks. (1838) 530/2 
This erected and broad-spreading tree. 26x0 Guillim He- 
raldry iii. xv. (1611) 138 A sleeping lion which did not shew 
his rage with his erected Shagge. 1663 J. Spencer Prodigies 
(1665) 165 The falling of an erected Staff this way or that. 
1675 Dryden Arungz. v. i. 2566 The Golden Serpents bear 
Erected Crests alike. 1707 E. Ward Hud. Rediv. (17x5) 
I. ix, The Teacher. . Rose from his Seat, and stood erected. 
X7S2 Cowper Charity 516 'Tis called a satire, and the 
World appears Gathering around it, with erected ears. 

4. Built up, up-reared. Also fig. of a kingdom : 
Established. 

1603 Knolles Hist. Turks (1638' 29 The disquieting of 
the state of that new erected kingdom. 1625 S. D'Ewes 
in Ellis Grig. Lett. 1. 322 III. 2x8 Going from this erected 
stage downe into St. Edwards Chappel. x88o Daily Tel. 
30 Apr., An erected bridge is subjected to great lateral 
pressure. 

5. See Erect v. 9 . also 10 . 

1754 Erskine Princ. Sc. Law 229 Having by their grants 
the same title to the erected benefices, that the monasteries 
had formerly. 

Erecter : see Erector. 

f Ere*ctify, v. Obs. [f. Erect a. 4- -(Ufy, after 
the analogy of rectify ; cf. edify trans . To build. 
Implied in Ere'ctifying ppl. a. 

1627 Speed England xxx. § 6 Vpon whose desolations that 
erectifying Lady Edelfled cast her eyes of compassion. 

Erectile (zre-ktil), a. [a. F. erectile , f. L. 
erect - : see Erect v.] Capable of being erected or 
set upright. 

1834 M°Murtrie Cuvier's Anint. Kingd. 155 Chauna . , 
Chaia of Paraguay . . whose occiput is ornamented with a 
circle of erectile feathers. 1858O.W. Holmes^ ut.Breakf.-t. 
i. 3 The men of genius that I fancy most have erectile heads. 
1869 Gillmore Reptiles # Birds ii. 78 Viperine Snakes . . 
have a long, perforated, erectile fang on the maxillary bone. 

b. Erectile tissue : a kind of tissue found in 
various parts of animals, capable of being distended 
under excitement, and consequently of becoming 
rigid ; also, a similar tissue in vegetables. 

2830 R. Knox Beclard's Anat. x8S The erectile tissue is 
of very large dimensions in the organs of copulation. x86x 
H. Macmillan Footn. Page Nat. 200 An elongation of the 
erectile tissue of the plant. 1874 Van Buren Dis. Genit. 
Org. 2 The Corpus Spongiosum Urethras is also composed 
of erectile tissue. 

Hence Erectrlity, the quality of being erectile 
or capable of erection. 

x86o Worcester cites Dr. Dix ; in mod. Diets. 
Erecting (ire-ktig), vbl. sb. [f. Erect v.+ 

-ING- k] 

1. The action of the vb. Erect, in various senses. 

1553 T. Wilson Rket. (1567) 23 b, No buildyng of pillers, no 

erecting of arches. 1649 Selden Laws Eng. 1. (1739) 22 It 
seemeth to be done . . after the erecting of the Bishoprick 
of Ely. X776 G. Semple Building in Water 67 A judicious 
erecting of the Sounding-boards. 

2. attrib., as in erecting-eye-piece , - glass , - prism : 
(see quots.) 

1837 Goring & Pritchard Microgr. 144 No achromatic 
erecting eye-piece . . can be made with so few as three 
lenses.' 1874 Knight Diet. Meek., Erecting eye-piece, a 
combination of four lenses used for terrestnal telescopes, 
and so arranged as to exhibit the objects viewed in an erect 
position. Ibid ., Erectiug-glass, a tube with two lenses, 
slipped into the inner end of the draw- tube of a microscope, 
serving to erect the inverted image. Ibid., Erecting-prism, 
a contrivance of Nachet’s for erecting the inverted image 
produced by a compound microscope, by means of a single 
rectangular prism placed over the eye-piece. 

*1] Used gerundially with omission of in, a. 

1654 Earl Orrery Parthen. (1676) 562 She was ignorant 
of that fatal Theater which was erecting within sight of her 
Window. 1809 Kendall Trav. II. Iii. 2x6 One or two 
small salt-works are erecting in New Bedford. 

Erecting (. zre*ktig ),ppl. a. [f. as prec. + -ing 2 .] 
That erects ; in quot. stimulating. 

1654 Gayton Pleas. Notes iii. i. 68 He is to be interdicted 
Oats and all Flatulent and erecting dyet for a Moneth. 

Erection (zre*kjbn). Also 6 ereecion. [ad. late 
L . erection-em, n. of action f. erect- : see Erect v. 
Cf. F. ereciiond\ The action of erecting, the con- 
dition of being erected. 

f 1. A lifting up (of the hands) ; also, an ele- 
vated condition ; (of hills) elevation, altitude. 

1584 R. Scot Discov. Witcher, xv. xxiv. 371 There must 
he erection of hands, confession. 1612 Brerewood Lang. 
$ Relig. xiii. 138 We are not to consider only the erection 
of the hils. a 1649 Winthrop New Eng . (1853) 1* *36 The 
congregation testifying their consent by erection of hands, 
1692 Ray Dissol. World iii. (1732) 32. 

f 2. Advancement in condition or dignity; ele- 
vation to office. Obs. 

1503-4 Act 19 Hen. VII , c. 26 The seid Ereecion and 
Creacion to the Kinges seid sone made to hym as to the 
Duke of Y orke. 1528 in Strype EccL Mem . i. App. xxiii. 
46 Synnes his erection to this dignitie, his Holynes, etc. 
2661 Ussher Power Princes L (1683) 47 God . . knoweth 
when and in what place to appoint the Erection of Kings. 

b. concr. in Sc. Law. A temporal lordship 
‘ erected * out of a spiritual benefice. 


1754 Erskine Princ. Sc, Law (1809) 244 That all the su- 
periorities of erections . . should be declared to be in the 
crown. 

8 . A setting upright ; an upright position. 
x6zz Sparrow Bk. Com, Prayer 1 1661 1 39 By the erection 
of our bodies, expressing the elevation . . of our souls. 1691 
Ray Creation (1714) 221 Of this Erection of the body of 
Man the ancients have taken notice. 1855 Bain Senses < 5 * 
Int. 11, i. §7. <1864 86 The erections and bendings of the 
body are outlets for spontaneous activity. 

4. Phys. The action of making rigid any bodily 
organ containing erectile tissue ; the condition of 
being so erected ; also, an instance of the same. 

1594 Plat pewell-ho. 1. 18 As to woorke an erection of 
those engendring parts. 1607 Shaks. Timon iv. iii. 164 
That your Acriuity may defeate and quell The sourse of all 
Erection. 1650 Bulwer Anthropomet. 216 Which serve 
the erection to Coition. 1658 J. Rowland tr. Moufet's 
Theat. Ins. 1004 They are good for such as want erection. 
1787 H. Watson in Med. Commun. Ii. 158 His penis was 
in a state of erection, 1885 Law Rep. Appeal X. 176 The 
appellant had an erection on each of two unsuccessful at- 
tempts. 

f 5. Exaltation, excitement, invigoration (of the 
mind, spirits, etc.). Obs. 

1580 Sidney A rcadia 1. 1.1590' 88 a, Her peereles height my 
minde to high erection Drawes up. 1626 Bacon Sylva 
(1631) § 713 When a Man would listen suddenly to any 
Thing, he Starteth ; For the Starting is an Erection of the 
Spirits to attend. 1651 Clarendon Contempt. Ps. Tracts 
(1727) 542 It must be a wonderful erection of their spirits, 
to know that God will be a father of those fatherless. 

6 . The action of rearing (a building, column, 
etc.). Alsoy^g. 

1597 Shaks. 2 Hen. IV, 1. iii. 44 When we see the figure 
of the house. Then must we rate the cost of the Erection, 
1614 Raleigh Hist. World (J.), Counting Seth to be an 
hundred years old at the erection of them [pillars]. 1664 
Power Exp. Philos. Pref. 20 In the erection of a more 
judicious and consistent Fabrick. 7 1786 W. Thompson 
Watson s Philip III (1839) 337 Prohibiting the erection of 
all Protestant fabrics on lands belonging to the church. 
1825 J. Nicholson Operat. Mechanic 95 The erection of 
such mills is not to be recommended universally. 1844 
H. H. Wilson Brit, India III. 187^ Their respect for his 
memory was evinced by the erection of a monumental 
column. 

b. concr. That which is built up or reared; a 
building, structure, lit. and fig 
1609 Manch.Crt. Leet Rec, (1885) IT. 242 Two small erec- 
tions latelye adjoyned to the houses called the red houses. 
16x4 Raleigh Hist. World n. 286 The English were driven 
to make such an erection upon a fable, or person fained. 
X796 Morse Amer. Geog. II. 164 There is in Perthshire a 
barrow which seems to be a British erection. 1831 Brewster 
Newton (1855) II. xxi. 253 It . . is surmounted by a wooden 
erection said to have been Newton's private observatory. 

7. Astrol. The construction of a scheme or 
figure of the heavens. Obs. 

x6xo B. Jonson Alch. iv. iv, By erection of her figure, I 
gest it. 

8 . a. Constitution or establishment (of an office, 
institution, etc.), b. Investment with a specified 
condition. 

1508 Fisher Wks. 184 This mercyfull ereecion and buyld- 
ynge of crystes chirche. 1577787 Hohnshed Chron. Scotl. 
(1587) 68/1 After the first erection of the Scotish Kingdome. 
1664 H. More Myst. Iniq. 506 Erection into life._ 170 x 
Bp. Atterbury Serm. (1740) I. vii. 255 From their [the 
Jews’] first Erection into a People, down to their final Ex- 
cision. 1706 tr. Dupin' s Eccl. Hist . 1 6 th C. II. iv. iii. 406 
The Bull of Erection [of Bishopricks] was despatched. 
1796 Burke Regie. Peace Wks. YIII. 187 Any capital in- 
novation which may amount to the erection of a dangerous 
nuisance. 1863 H. Cox Instit. 1. x. 240 The statute . . pro- 
hibits the erection of any such courts hereafter. 1885 xotk 
Rep. Hist. MSS. Comm. 34 He consolidated his possessions 
by obtaining their erection into a barony. 

Urective (/fe-ktiv), a. [f. Erect v. + -ive,] 
Tending to erect or set upright. 

? i6xx Cotgrave, Erectif, erective. 1847 in Craig ; and 
in mod. Diets. 

Erectly (fre*ktli), adv. [f. Erect a. + -ly 2 .] 
In an erect manner or posture. 

In speaking of posture the sense is now commonly ex- 
pressed by the adj., as To walk erect. 

1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. iv. i. x8x Birds, .generally 
carry their heads erectly like man. 1682 — Chr. Mor. 99 
Be not under any brutal metempsychosis while thou livest 
and walkest about erectly under the scheme of man. 1796 
G. Marshall Garden, xii. (1813) 144 A weak tree is helped 
much by training it more erectly than usual. x8ox Strutt 
Sports <$• Past. hi. vi. 225 A goat walking erectly on his 
hinder feet. x8o8 Scott Mdrm. 11. xxxii, The locks, that 
wont her brow to shade, Start up erectly from her head. 
1824-9 Landor I mag. Cbnv.ii 846) II. 4 The Greeks were 
under disadvantages . . yet they rose through them vigor- 
ously and erectly. 

b. Comb, erectly-spreading a. Bot . c between 
erect and spreading \ 1849 in Paxton Bot. Diet. 

Erectness (zre-ktnes). [f. as prec. 4- -NESS.] 

1. The quality or condition of being erect ,* an 
erect attitude. 

1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. x8o One kinde of Locust 
. . stands . . in a large erectnesse . . by Zoographers called 
mantis. 1 662 Stillingfl. Orig. Sacr. 1. i, Persons [who] 

. . think not the erectness of man's stature a sufficient dis- 
tinction of him from Brutes. 1748 Richardson Clarissa 
(r8xr) IV. 208 The erectness of her mien. x8xt L. Hawkins 
C'tess $ Gertr. II. 379 For the use of these, he set up a 
perpendicular staff, as a standard of erectness. 1862 Geo. 
Eliot Romola 1. xv. (1863) III. 263 In the renunciation 
of her proud erectness, her mental attitude seemed changed- 
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1647 H. More Song of Soul Notes 164/1 The rightnesse of 
the angles, is a plain embleme of erectnesse or uprightnesse 
of mind. i8aa Hazlitt Men <5* Mann KturwL World 
<1852) 142 We should retain something of the erectness and 
openness of our first unbiassed thoughts. 1878 Bayne Pur it. 
Rev. ii. 47 A refreshing sense of moral erectness. 

■ f 2 . Altitude. 06 s. rare ~ k 

1612 Brerewood Lang. 4 Relig. xiii 134 The highest sort 
of them [mountains] pass not in perpendicular erectness 10 
furlongs. 

Erectopatent (toktypse-tent, pi-tent'), a. 
[f. erect 0- used as combining form of L. erectus 
(see Erect ppl. a.) + Patent.] 
a. Bot , Having a position intermediate between 
erect and spreading, b. Entom . ‘When the 
primary wings of an insect at rest are erect and 
the secondary horizontal * (Maunder 1848), 

1848 Johnston i nProc, Berm. Nat. Club II. 290 Those 
on the back are capitate and barbed with numerous erecto- 
patent spinules," < 1870 Hooker Stud. Flora 18 Fumaria 
dens if ora . . pedicels erecto-patent. 

Erector ifre'ktsi). Also 6- erecter. [{.Erect 
v. +-0R.] One who, or that which, erects. 

■ 1 , One who erects or rears a building, statue, etc. 

1538 Leland I tin.' III. 97 Richard Poure. .first Erector 

of the Cathedral Chirch ot New Saresbyri. 1563 Homilies 
II. Peril Idol. (18591 ?39 Therefore woe be to the erecter, 
setter up, and maintainer of images in churches and temples. 
1648 W. Mountague Devout Ess. 1, (T.), Rehoboam's 
young counsellors were, in some relation, the Erectors of 
Jeroboam's calves. 1823 Scott Peveril i, William Peveril 
. .the erector of that Gothic fortress. 1884 Binngkm. Daily 
Post 24 Jan. 3/5 Good Bridge Erectors and Carpenters. 

+ 2 . One who institutes an office, rule, or prac- 
tice ; the founder of an institution ; also, one who 
sets up a candidate or pretender. 06 s. exc. as Jig. 
of 1. 

1548 in Stow ers?. {17541 1, in. v. 580/2 Their [the Hos- 
pitals’] chiefe Erector being dead. 1580 North Plutarch 
(1676) 246 And for the holy Band . . Gorgidas was the first 
erector of the same. 1609 Man in Moone 11849) 16 Idlenesse 
patrone, Pride’s founder, Gluttonies erector. 1611 Speed 
Tkeat.Gt. Brit. {1614' 66 The erectors of Lambert, a coun- 
terfet Warwick. 1648 Kings Messages for Peace 73 The 
erectors and propugnators of the Presbyterian Discipline in 
Scotland. 1754 Phil. Trans. XLVIII. 463 Pherecydes was 
the original erecter of it. 1803 Bingham in N. 4 Q- Ser. 
in. III. 76 They were . . simply the result of a fashion, or 
the taste, or means of the erecter. 1850 Mrs. Browning 
Poems 1. 153 How I, The erector of the empire in his hand, 
—Am bent beneath that hand. 

3 . Optics . — erecting-glass (see Erecting vbl. 

sb. 2). 

4 . A term applied to certain muscles, from their 
office in causing erection in any part of the body. 
Also attrib. t as in erector-muscle. 

1831 R. Knox Cloquet's Anat. 187 The erector muscles of 
the spine. 1857 Bullock tr. Cazeaux' Midwif. 42 The 
clitoris, .has. .an erector muscle. 1876 Dumbing Dis. Skin 
29 Erectores pili or erectors of the hair. 

t Erege. 06 s. See also Erite. [a. OF. erege, 
kerege (corresp. to Pr. heretge , Sp. herege) L. 
hsereticus : see Heretic.] A heretic. 

1340 Ayenb. 40 Verst huanne me dra^b uoulliche J?et bodi 
of cure Ihofde aze dob b e ereges, and wychen. 

Erelong (eeilp-ri), adv. [f. Ere prep. + Long 
adv . ; sometimes written as two words.] Before 
long ; before the lapse of much time ; soon. Of 
future time ; also {arch.) of past. 

1577 Harrison England m. viii. (1878) n. 52 Whereby he 
receiued a wound that yer long killed him altogether, a 1586 
Sidney sJJ, Erelong he had not only gotten pity hut pardon. 
*714 H. Grove Sped. No. 635 p 4, I . . shall e'er long shoot 
away with the Swiftness of Imagination. 1777 Sir W. 
Jones Pal. Fortune 31 Erelong the damsel reach'd her 
native vale. 1809 Southey in Q. Rev, II. 60 English, .will 
probably ere long be . . blended with their language. 1850 
Mrs. Browning Poems 1. 331 Erelong Ye brake off in the 
middle of that song. 

II Eremacausis (eufmakp-sis). Chem . [mod. 
X., f. Gr. ijpefM quietly + jcav<ns burning, f. naitiv to 
bum ; cf. Fr. enhnacause.'] * A slow combustion 
taking place in presence of air and water, and 
accompanied by a kind of fermentation ’ (Watts). 

1847 m Craig, c 1865 Letheby in Circ. Sc. L 89/1 The 
phenomena termed Eremacausis, or slow burning . . wit- 
nessed in the glowing of phosphorus, 1881 Academy 12 
Mar. 192 Their influence on eremacausis. 

tEre'migate, v. Obsr 0 [f. eremigdt- ppl. 
stem of eremigare , f. e out +■ remigare to row.] 
trans. To row or sail through or over; to navigate. 
Hence Eremiga’tion. 

1623 in CoCKERAM I. & II. 

tE ‘remit age. 06 s. Also 6 heremitage, 
-etage. [var. of Hermit age: see Eremite and - age.] 

1 . The state or condition of a hermit. 

1582 N. T. (Rhem.) Luke xxi. 1 marg, Solitarinesse or 
heremitage. .is a goodly thing. 1619 Sclater Exp. 1 These. 
(1630) 50 John Baptist professed a kinde of Eremitage. 

2 . The dwelling of a hermit. 

£1400 Maundev. viii. (1839) 93 There ben many . . her- 
mytages where heremytes weren wont to duell 1535 
Stewart Cron. Scot. II. 301 The lordis . , Decretit hes for 
Feachar his bruther To send richt sone . . Far forth in 
France into ane heremetage. i6xz Shelton Qnix. 1. iv. 
xxv. I. 572 A leaden Box, which as he affirmed was found 
in the ruines of an old Eremitage. 1847 in Craig. 


3 . The name of a wine (see Hermitage). 

1796 Morse Amer. Geog. II. 352 The best sorts of French 
wine are . . muscat, frontigniac, eremitage. 

Eremital (e*rimaitaF, a. Also 7 heremitall. 
[ad. F. heremiial, f. late L, ( h)ercmita: see Ere- 
mite and -AL,] Of or belonging to an eremite, 
characteristic of an eremite. 

1613 Withers Abuses Siript 4 Whipt 11. Sat. Hi, Some 
hold them wise and vertuous that possesse An Heremitall 
solitarinesse. 1834 43 Southey Doctor (18491 jxviil 146 An 
eremital way of life would have been more rational, 
t E "remit a : ry, a. Obs. rare- 1 . In 5 here- 
mytarye. [ad. med.L. h'eremitdrius,i. eremita : 
see Eremite and -ary.] — prec. 

1491 Caxton Vitas Pair. (W. de W. 1405) n. 179 a/2 A 
hermyte . . afore his professyon in the lyfe heremytarye. 

Eremite (e-r/msit). F orms : 3 seremite, 3-7 
heremite, -yte, 5 herimyte, 3- eremite, [ad. 
late L. eremita (med.L. hereunto . , ad. eccl. Gr. 
kpiffr-qs, f. kprjfda a desert, f. eprjftos uninhabited. 
In OF. the regular phonetic descendant of late L. 
(k eremita was {h)ermite with loss of the middle 
syllable (see Hermit); but the L. word was also 
adapted in OF. as ( li .eremite , and this was taken 
into ME. Originally h)eremite and h)ermit(e, 
Hermit, were employed indiscriminately; but 
from .about the middle of the 17th c. they have 
been differentiated in use, hermit being the ordi- 
nary and popular word, while eremite (always 
spelt without the unetymological h) is used either 
poet, or rhetorically, or with special reference to 
its primitive use in Gr.] 

1 . One who has retired into solitude from reli- 
gious motives ; a recluse, hermit. 

Said esp . of the Christian solitaries from the 3rd cent, 
onwards, as distinguished from the coenobites, who, though 
withdrawn from the world, lived as members of a com- 
munity. 

ri2oo Trin. Coll. Horn. 85 Seint iohan baptist ]>e on his 
childhode bicom eremite, 1205 Lay. 18804 pene seremite 
[1275 heremite] he iseh come, a 1340 Ham pole Psalter ci. 7 
Heremytis . . bat flees be felaghshipe of men. 1387 Trevisa 
Higden (Rolls) V. 87 Paule be firste heremyte. i486 Bk. 
St. Albans F. vija, An Obseruans of herimytis. 1586 J. 
Hooker Girald. Irel. in Holinshed 11808) VI. 113 A Satyre 
in the wildernesse did talke with Antonie the heremite. 
1667 Milton P. L. in. 474 Embryo’s and Idiots, Eremits 
and Friers, 1764 Maclaine tr. Mosheims Eccl. Mist. iii. 
§ 15 The Eremites . . seem to have deserved no other re- 
proach than that of a delirious and extravagant fanaticism. 
1812 Byron Ck. Bar. i. iv, His native land .. seemed to 
him more lone than Eremite’s sad cell. 1874 H. Reynolds 
John Bapt. viii. 508 The law of the eremite and the coeno- 
bite corresponds with the transitory dispensation of John. 

b. trans/. (By Milton used with allusion to the 
lit. sense ‘ desert-dweller ’.) 

1671 Milton P.R. 1. 8 Thou Spirit who ledst this glorious 
Eremite Into the Desert. 1832 Lytton Eugene A. x, The 
twilight Eremites of books and closets. 1847 Emerson 
Woodnotes Wks. (Bohn) 1. 430 The little eremite Flies gaily 
forth, and sings in sight. 

2 . In the formal designation of certain monastic 
orders : e. g. Eremites {Hermits') of St. Augustine , 
a branch of the Augustinian Friars. 

2577-87 Holinshed Chron. III. 926/1 At Padua in the 
church of the heremites of saint Augustine. 1651 Life Father 
Sarpi ( 1676) 6 The mother begun to have almost a perpetual 
conversation among those immur’d Heremites of Saint Her- 
magora. 1773 Noorthouck Mist. Lond. 600 The founder 
of tne eremites of St. Anthony. 

3 . A (? quasi- religious) mendicant, a vagabond 
(see Hermit). 

1495 Act 11 Hen. VII , c. 2 § 3 Every vagabounde heremyte 
or begger able to labre. 

4 . attrib. 

1651 W. Cartwright Ordinary 1. v. in Hazl. DodsleyXH. 
231 Let us try To win that old eremite thing. 1816 Scott 
Antiq . xx, Like a grey palmer, or eremite preacher. 1843 
Carlyle Past 4- Pr. (1858) 250 Eremite fanaticisms and 
fakeerings. 1861J. Sheppard Fall Rome xi. 587 The ere- 
mite ana monastic theory of the Christian life which was 
then almost universally held. 

Eremiteship (e-rfmaitjipV [f. Eremite + 
-ship.] The condition of being a hermit. 

a 1603 T. Cartwright Confut. Rhem. N. T. (1618) 152 The 
Eremitship of Elias and Iohn Baptist. 

Eremitic (er/mi-tik), a. Also 5 heremytyke. 
[f. as prec. + -10.] Of or pertaining to an eremite. 

1483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 423/2, I do seke a place for to 
lede _my lyf heremytyke and solytarylye. 1859 I. Taylor 
Logic in Tkeol. 170. The romance of the eremitic life must 
be abandoned as impracticable. 1864 Lowell Fireside 
Trav. 75 The eremitic instinct is not peculiar to the Thebais. 

Eremitical (erftni'tikal), a. Also 6 here- 
metieall, 7-8 -itical, 6-8 eremetical(I. £f. 
prec. 4- -al.] 

L Of or pertaining to an eremite ; characteristic 
of or habitual to an eremite. 

*577 Harrison Descr. Brit . ix. in Holinshed (1807) I. 46 
The neremeticall profession was onelie allowed of in Bri- 
taine. ( x6ox F. Godwin Bps. of Eng. 497 Affecting much an 
Eremiticall and < solitarie life. 2693 G. D'Emilianne Hist. 
Monas t. Ord. xii. 101 That he might learn the Eremetical 
Trade. 1814 L. Hunt Feast of Poets {1815) Notes 97 The 
latter [Wordsworth] . . nourishes that eremitical vagueness 
of sensation,— -that making a business of reverie, eta 1876 
J. H. Newman Hist. Sk. II. m. ii, 314 [An] opportunity of 


becoming acquainted with these, .eremitical stations when 
he became their Bishop. 

2 . Of or pertaining to an order of Eremite friars. 
See Eremite 2. 

1756-7 tr. Key sleds T rav. (1760) III. 401 The church of 
St. Philip and St. James belongs to the eremetical fathers 
of St. Augustine. 1762 tr. Busckings Syst. Geog. I. 324 
Here formerly stood the only Eremitical convent in the 
whole kingdom. 1857 Miss Winkworth tr. 7 ' aider's Life 
4 Semi. 89 The eremitical Coelestines . . seem also to have 
been offshoots from these Spiritual Franciscans. 

Eremitish (e-rfmoitij), a. [i. Eremite + -ish.] 
Resembling an eremite ; befitting an eremite. 

x6o8-xx Bp. Hall Medit. 4 Vows 1. 90 Christian good- 
fellowship better than an eremitish and melancholike .soli- 
tarinesse. 1833 T. Medwjn in Shelley Papers 61 The 
Guiccioli .. seemed by no means to admire Milord’s ere- 
mitish diet. x88o L. Wallace Ben-Bur 213 A priest .. 
never being more perfectly eremitish. 

Eremitism (e-nfmaitizm > [f. Eremite + -ism.] 
The state of a hermit ; a living in seclusion from 
social life. In mod. Diets. 

Erende, etc., obs. form of Errant), etc. 
t B’reudrake. Obs. Forms : i mrendwreca, 
erendwrica, drendwreea, mrendraca, seryn- 
draca, 2 erndraca, serndrach.©, 3 erndrake, 
serendrake, (herindrak), 2-3 eren drake. [OE. 
s&rendwreca ( — ON. eyrindreki ), f. krende Errand 
4 wrecan to tell. 1 he form -raca perhaps repre- 
sents a different ablaut-grade of the same root.] 
A messenger, ambassador. 

1? 825 Vesp. Psalter lxvii[i], 32 CumaS erendwrecan of 
/Egyptum. c 890 K. vElfred Baeda- v. xxi, Sendeheserendra- 
can. c 900 Bede Glosses 10 Legatis, erendwrica. c xooo Ags. 
Gosp. Luke xiv. 32 He sent serynd-racan [c 1x60 Hatton 
erendraken] and bitt sibbe. a 1x7$ Cott. Horn. 231 pa sende 
se King his aerndraches of fif ceoen to alle his under|>eoden. 
c 1200 Trin, Coll. Horn. 31 On holie erndrake brohte J?e 
holie godspelle fram heuene. c 1205 Lay. 660 Heo nomen 
asnne serendrake [tr 1275 herindrak]. 

Erenow (e»inau ‘),adv. Forms: see Ere and 
Now ; often as two words. Before this time. 

C1340 Cursor M. 2982 (Trin.) She is clene as she was ar 
now. Ibid. 17785 (Fairf.) Ye wold nevir yt leve or now. 
*393 Langl. P. PL C, viii. 181 Ich seyh neuere palmere 
with pyk ne with scrippe Asken after hym, er now in bys ilke 
place. 1553 T. Wilson Rhet. (1567) 47b, He hath made suche 
shiftes for money er e-now, that, etc. 1577 tr. Bullinger's 
Decades (1592) 258 The very same words, that other before 
me . . haue vsed yer now. 1673 Dry den Conq. Granada 
(J.), My father has repented nim erenow. 1774 Goldsm. 
Nat. Hist. (1776) II. 384 The whole species would have 
ere now been extinguished. 1828 Hawthorne Fanshaive 
viii. (1879) 140, I have done enough, erenow, to insure its 
heaviest weight. 

tEre’pt, ppl- a. Obs.- 0 [ad. L. erept-us , 
pa. ppie. of ei iptre, f. e out 4 - rapere to snatch.] 
Snatched away. *736 in Bailey. 

Erept (fre'pt), v. rare. [f. L. crept- (see prec.).] 
trans. To snatch away, carry off. 

2865 Athenaeum No. 1951. 376/3 Pluto erepts Proserpine. 

f Erepta'tion. Obs~° [agent-n. f. L. ereptdre 
to creep forth.] * A creeping forth/ 

1736 in Bailey. 1775 in Ash. 

Ereption (i're’pjbn). [ad. L. ereption-em , n. of 
action f. eriperei\ The action of snatching or 
taking away. 

1633 Bp. Hall Hard Texts 341 The suddaine and in- 
expected ereptidn of Isaac from that his imminent and in- 
tended death. 1721-1800 in Bailey. 1875 Poste Gaius 11. 
(ed. 2) 246 The recovery of the civil inheritance by keredi - 
tatis petitio might be rendered unavailing by ablation or 
ereption for Indignitas. 

t E’rer, a. and adv. Obs. Forms : adj. 1 
aerra (m.), serre (f. and n.), 2 eerra, (2 erra, 3 
©arre, eror, errare, 4 erore) ; adv. 1 ser or, -nr, 
(3 asrer, erur, arer, -ure), 4-6 Sc. erar(e, (4 
errar), 5 erer, (6 earar). [The OE. adj, krra 
corresponds to OHG. iriro, Goth, airiza OTeut. 
*airizon- y i.*airiz adv. : see Ere. The OE. adv, 
tkror is a new formation after the analogy of 
advb. comparatives in - or (:— OTeut. -6z) ; the OE. 
kr (i—*airiz), owing to the loss of the suffix, not 
being distinctly shown by its form to be a com- 
parative. Cf. OHG. $ror of similar formation.] 

A adj. Former. 

<r888 K. YElfred Boeth. xxxv. § 6 ponne forlyst he eall 
his aerran god. a xooo Elene 305 (Gr.) Se h e of deaSe sylf 
woruld awehte .. in J?aet serre lif. c 1175 Lamb. H om. 95 
J>e J?et on j?am erran [MS. ercan] to-cume liSegedde J? an 
sunfullen to J?ere godnesse. c 1230 Halt Meid. 7 Hire latere 
were., lesse haue<5 )?en hauede ear hire earre. 1297 R. 
Glouc. (1724) 324 Of }>e kunde he was of Denemarch, of 
eror wyf y bore, a 1300 Relig. Songs (Percy Soc.) v. 79 Of 
alle hire errure freond nu nafdh heo non, c *305 St. Kenehn 
290 in E. E. P. (1862) 55 & for J?e erore miracle of be toun 
J>e whatlokere berto hi come, c *380 Sir Otuel 46 Otuwel 
thoute on errore deede. 

B. adv. 

1 , Before, formerly, at a former time. 

Beowulf 8x0 Se be fela aeror, modes myr^e manna cynne 
fyrene gefremede. a xooo Cross 108 (Gr.) Swa he him 
asrur her on byssum laenum life geearoatS. CX200 Trin. 
Coll. Horn. 183 UncuSe men fon to be aihte b e arure his 
waren. c tz 05 Lay. 17459 Maerlin heom gon raeren alse heo 
stoaen aerer. a 1250 Owl 4 Night. 1736 Al swo hit was 
erur bi-speke. *4, * Pol. Rel. 4 L. Poems 221 And of bat 
erer was his Nou shal he hauen mys. 
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2. Sooner, rather, in preference ; also with than. 

*37$ Barbour Bruce i. 458 Thai war sum tyme erar may 
then les. <71425 Wyntoun Cron. vii. Prol. 32 Swa erare 
will I now ches me To be reprowyd of sympilnes, Dan 
blame to thole of wnkyndnes. 1513-75 Diurn. Occurr. 
(1833) g3 Erar tohasert the samyn vpoun the chance of 
battell, than continwallie to be in feir of thair life. 1553 
Abp. Hamilton Catech. (1884) 30 He chesit earar to thoile 
ane cruel deid. 1560 Rolland Crt. Venus 1. 527 He vvald 
preuaill the erar I assure. 

Eresie, obs. form of Heresy. 

f EreSOp* Obs. Also ersope. [? f. Ear $b. 4 - 
Soap.] App. = Ear-wax ; see quots. 

[<ri225 John de Garland® in Wright Vocab. 121 Duo 
cornua, quibus vicine sunt aures, per quas colera expur- 
gatur.l c 1450 Nomina le in Wr.-Wtilcker 676 Hec colera , 
the ersope. c 1475 Piet . Voc., ibid. 748 Hec colera [MS. 
tolera], a eresope. [# 1500 Nominate , ibid. 676 note, Colera , 
arwax.] 

Erest, var. of Erst. 

f Bret, v. Obs. [var. of Aret.] = Aret v. i. 

1574 tr. Littleton’s Tenures 53 a, It shalbe eretted the 
foly of the elder sister that shee wolde agree to the par- 
ticion. 

Erethism (e’r^iz’m). Path. [ad. Fr. irethisme, 
ad. Gr. kpeOictfios, f. epeOifav to irritate. 

(A misspelling erylhism, due to false etymology, occurs in 
many medical books.)] 

Excitement of an organ or tissue in an unusual 
degree ; also transf morbid over-activity of the 
mental powers or passions. 

1800 Med. Jrnl. IV. 370 Producing... a very useful per- 
spiration, without augmenting the irritation or erethism in 
those_ parts. < 1833 CycL Tract. Med. II. 104 Mercurial 
erethism. The word erethismus. .has hitherto been almost 
exclusively confined to that species of erethism which some- 
times arises from the use of mercury. 1836-7 Sir W. Ha- 
milton Metaph. xliii. (1870) II. 456 The powers are in ex- 
cessive vigour,— at least in excessive erethism or excitation. 
1847 Todd Cycl. Anat III. 56/2 His stomach was in a 
continued state of erethism. 1859 Bucknill in Sat. Rev. 
Sept. 288^ A fancy usually so cold and impassive, but now 
in agonising erethism. 

Erethism!© (erfji-zmik), a. [f. prec. + -ic.] 
Resembling or of the nature of erethism. 

1846 G. Day tr. Simon's Anim.Ckem. II. 257 An ere- 
th ismic type of fever, 

Brethistie (ertyrstik), a. [ad. Gr. I pediar ttc- 
6s, f. ep€$ifav to irritate.] Relating to erethism. 

In mod. Diets. 

Eretike, -yck, obs. forms of Heretic. 

Brew, obs. var. of Argh. 

f E 'reward, -sA Obs. Also 3 erward. [ME. ere- 
ward OE, g; fe-weard, f. pfe fpfe, yrfe ) inherit- 
ance + 7 veard keeper, lord.] An heir. Also 
in comb, ereward-riette [+ ME. riche , OE. rice 
dominion], inheritance. 

C975 Rushw. Gosp. Matt. xxi. 38 pis is se erfe-weard, 
cio 00 Ags. Gosp. Luke xx. 14 Herys se yrfe-weard. cxz$o 
Gen. & Ex. 934 Of Se self sal Sin erward ten. Ibid. 1512 
Two doles of ereward riche auen. 

f E reward, adv. Obs. rare. In 5 erward. 
[f. Ere adv. + - ward.] Before, previously. 

14.. Tundales Vis. 1844 Within that wall come they 
sone As they hadon erward done. 

Brewhile (eejjhwsid), adv. Forms : see Ere 
and While. A while before, some time ago, 
formerly. 

<21300 Cursor M. 20304 Me com ti}?and arquil fra heuen. 
c 1305 St. Andrew 91 in E. E. P. (1862) 100 Ic iseo mie 
swete louerd : and erwhile ic ise} pat abydej?me til ic come. 
0x440 Gesta Rom. iv. 10 (Harl. MS.) Sir, I seide to you 
erwhile, |?at, etc. X526 Tindale John ix. 27, I tolde you 
yerwhile, and ye did nott heare. 1595 Locrine 11. v. 154, 
I, that erewhile did scare mine enemies. .Must now depart. 
**1678 Marvell Wks. III. 522 The tree erewhile fore- 
shortned to our view. 1724 Ramsay Tea-t. Misc. (1733) II. 
129 Forth that foam’d and roar’d erewhile Glides calmly 
down. 1810 Scott Lady of L. n, iii, Remember then thy 
hap erewhile. 1870 Morris Earthly Par. I. 11. 461 The 
faces weeping lay That erewhile laughed the loudest 

So + Erewkrles, adv. [see Whiles]. 

1584 R. Scot Disc. Witcher . 550 The Pneumatomachi . , 
did erwhiles ioine themselues to those that were sound of 
judgement. 1598 Mucedorus in Hazl. Dodsley VII. 211 
Erewhiles assaulted with an ugly bear: Fair Amadine in 
company all alone. 1635 J. Hayward tr .Biondfs Banished 
Virgin 26 The very same you saw me with erewhiles. 1755 
in Johnson. . 

Ereyne, var. of Arain, obs., spider. 

t Erf 1 . Obs. Also 2 -3 ©rfe, (Orm. errfe), erve. 
[Common Tent. ; OE. pfe, iprfe, yrfe, corresp. to 
OFris. erve (Du. erf\ OlIG. erbi, arbi (MHG. 
and Ger. erbe), Goth, a ■ bi : — OTeut. * art jo { m 
neut. ‘ inheritance ’ (ON. has arfr masc., whence 
Sw. arf Da. arv), related to Gr. 6p<f>av6s orphan, 
L. or bus bereft. Cf. Orf.] 

For the specially Eng. development of meaning, cf. cattle, 

1. Cattle. 

1154 O. E. Chron. an. 1125 Hunger and ewealm on men 
and on erue. c 1200 Trin. Coll. Horn. 39 Dese fower man- 
nisshe . . beS J?at erf pe ho herdes ouer wuakeden. C1200 
Ormin 1068 Off hatt errfe patt tier wass Drihhtin to lake 
jarrkedd. cx 250 Gen. <$■ Ex. 2750 Moyses . .wattrede here 
erue euerile on. Ibid. 3018 Egyptes erf sal al for-faren. 
a 1300 E. E. Psalter cxlviii. 10 Bestes and alle erfes ma. 

2. Comb, ferfe-blood, blood of animals ; f erf- 
kin, the race of animals, cattle. 


<ri2oo Ormin 1788 patt allterr patt tatt errfe blod Wass 
e^whmr strennkedd onne. c 1250 Gen. <5* Ex. 3177 Al erf- 
kin hauen he ut-led. 

Erf 2 (oif). [a. Du. erf in same sense, orig. ‘ in- 
heritance’ : see prec.] In South Africa : ‘ A garden 
plot, usually containing about half-an-acre ’ (Web- 
ster). Also attrib., as in erf -license . 

1887 in Barber’s Trade <§• Finance 23 Mar. 3. 

Erfeth, etc., var. fif. Arveth, etc. Obs. 

Erg (sag). Physics. Also ergon, [ad. Gr. 
tpy-ov work.] 

1. The unit of work, according to the cent imetre- 
gramme-second system ; i.e. the quantity of work 
done by a force which, acting for one second upon 
a mass of one gramme produces a velocity of one 
centimetre per second. 

1873 Brit. Assoc. Rep. 224 We propose to denote it [the 
C, G. S. unit of work] by some derivative of the Greek epy or. 
The forms ergon , ergal and erg have been suggested . . We 
propose, for the present, to leave the termination unsettled ; 
and we request that the word ergon or erg be strictly limited 
to the C, G. S. unit of work, or what is for purposes of 
measurement, equivalent to this the C. G. S. unit of energy. 
1874 Maxwell in Life 11882) 632 Your sum of Vital energy 
Is not the millionth of an erg. 1875 Garnett Elem. Dy. 
namics{ 1889) § 63 The C. G. S. unit of work is that done by 
a dyne in working through a centimetre a.nd is called an erg. 

2. Comb, as erg-nine, erg-ten, the product of 
an erg multiplied respectively by 10 9 and io !0 . 

1873 Brit. Assoc. Rep. 224 One horse-power is equal to 
three quarters of an erg-ten per second. More nearly, it is 
7-46 erg-nines per second. 

*f E'rgasy. Obs. rare — L [ad. Gr. kpyaaia 
working, production, f. epya&cOai to work, f. 
tpyov work.] A literary production, a treatise. 

1637 R. Humphrey tr. St. Ambrose Pref., Ending the 
whole ergasie or tractate with it. 

Ergh, dial, form of Argh. 

|| Ergo (OTgtf), adv. Logic. [L. ergo therefore.] 
A word used Tike Eng. 1 therefore ’) to mark the 
conclusion of a syllogism. 

*la 1400 Chester PI. ( Shales. Soc.) II. 45 Ergo, a kinge thou 
arte or was. 1503 Hawes Examp. Virt. v. 52 Ergo my 
labour was not m vayn. 1562 Cooper Answ. Priv. Masse 
(1850) 108 Ergo it ought to remain indifferent. 1625 W. 
Pemrle Justification (16291 131 To re bell against the Law 
is sinne. Ergo, To haue a rebellious inclination is sinne 
likewise. 1780 Cowper Lett. 23 June, Ergo (I have reached 
the conclusion at last ; I did not mean to flatter you. 1846 
Greener Sc. Gunnery 343 * Ergo ’ says one, if a s 61 b. ball 
can be thrown 3! miles, certain a 681 b. ball can be thrown 
further, for ‘ weight is power’. 

T E'rgO, sb. Obs. 

1. The adverb ergo used as a name for itself; 
hence, a conclusion, a conclusive authorization. 

1589 R. Harvey PI. Perc. 20 Such a quoile about pro and 
con , such vrging of Ergoes. a 1613 Overbury A Wife (1638) 
125 The currant of his speech is clos’d with an Ergo. 1654 
R. Whitlock Zootomia 259 We come not to the Ergo of 
our knowledge untill we come to the conclusion of our 
daies. 1655 Fuller Ch. Hist. ix. vL § 25 No conclusive 
argument could then be framed without the Ergo of the 
Royall assent. 

2. nonce use. A < logic-chopper \ 

1597 1 st Ret. Parnass. m. i. 979 , 1 reward the poor ergoes 
most bountifullie, and send them away. 

t St|0, v. Obs. [f. Ergo adv. ; cf. Ergot v.] 
intr. To use the term ergo. In quot. quasi -trans. 
" 1589 Pappe w. Hatchet 11844) 14 He will ergo Martin 
into an ague. 

Ergoism (augtfjiz’mV [f. as prec. + -ism.] Pe- 
dantic adherence to logically constructed rules. 

1864 Burton Scot Abr. II. 262 All [Law's] suggestions 
were subject to that * ergoism as it is aptly termed, of the 
French. 

Ergometer (org^mz'tai). [f. Gr. tpyo-v woik 
+ ptcTpov measure.] An instrument for measuring 
work or energy. 

1879 in Thomson & Tajt Nat. Phil. 1 . 1. § 436. 1884 Na- 
ture XXX. 3 July 220 Work- measuring dynamometers, or 
ergometers, as the author terms them, 
t E*rgonist;. Obs. rare ~ l . [? f. Ergo -f -tst, after 
Platonist , etc.] ? One who is fond of saying 
1 ergo a wrangling logician. 

1393 Nashe Four Lett. Confut. 32 This I will iustifie 
against any Dromidote Ergonist whatsoeuer. 

Ergot (sug^t), sb. [a. Fr. ergot, OF. argot 
cock’s spur : see Argot 1 .] 

1. A diseased transformation of the seed of rye 
and other grasses, being really the sclerotium or 
hardened mycelium of a fungus ( Claviccfs pur- 
purea^, in colour dark -violet, and in form resem- 
bling a cock’s spur; hence the name. Also, the 
disease consisting in this transformation. 

1683 Weekly Mem. Ingen. 151 That malignity . . breeding 
in the ears of corn certain black grains called in Sologne, 
Ergots. 1763 Bones in Phil. Trans. LI I. 533 The gentle- 
men of the academy were of opinion, that the disease ..was 
produced ... by bread, in which there was a great quantity 
of ergot. 1793 T. Beddoes Calculus, etc. 209 The disease 
of rye called ergot is exactly analogous to the scurvy in 
animals. 1838 T. Thomson Chem, Qrg. Bodies 879 We give 
to the seeds of rye altered by this disease, the name of ergot 
of rye. 1863 N. Brit. Rev. May 379 An extraordinary 
disease, called ergot, occurs on wheat and rye. . 
b. The diseased seed of rye used medicinally. 
i860 Tanner Pregnancy v. 266 The ergot of rye will often 


excite contractions, and cause the uterus to empty itself. 
5876 Harley Mat. Med. 365 Ergot seems to have been first 
used as a medicine by the profession in France and the United 
States. 1880 N. Kerr in Meek. Temp. Jrnl July 151 Half 
a drachm of the ergot was given every fifteen minutes. 

H c. (See quot.) 

1764 Baker in Phil. Trans. IN. 107, I observed a disease 
mentioned under the appellation of Ergot, a name borrowed 
from its supposed cause, viz. vitiated rye. 

2. Farriery. 1 A small horny capsule on each 
side of the claw or horny envelope of the digits 
in Ruminants and Pachyderms’ (Sfd. Soc. Lex.). 
Cf. Argot L 

3. Anat. (See quot.) 

1840 G. Ellis A nat. 41 The hippocampus minor or * ergot* 
is a projection in the floor of the posterior extremity or 
cornu of the lateral ventricle [of the brain]. 

Hence E rgoted ppl a., tainted with ergot. 

1841 Jrnl. Royal A gric. Soc. II. 1. 16 A poor man. .ven- 
tured to make bread of some ergotted rye. 1869 E. A. 
Parkes Tract. Hygiene (ed. 3) 222 Flour . . may be ergoted 
or grown and fermenting. 

+ E rgot, v. Obs. rare. Also 7 ergat. [a. F. 
ergot- er • to rise on his toes, wrangle ’ (Cotgr.), f. 
ergot (cf. Argot 1 ) the spur of a cock; but the 
word was associated both in Fr. and Eng. with 
Ergo.] intr. To argue, wrangle. 

1653 Urquhart Rabelais 1. xvii, After they had well er- 
goted pro and con, they concluded m Baralipton, that, etc. 
a 1658 Hewyt Serm. (1658) 178 Little doth it concern us 
what the school-men ergat in their schools. 

T Ergotee*r, v. Obs. [as if f. *ergoteer sb., f. 
Ergo (confused with Ergot v.) + -eer. Cf. next.] 
intr. To argue, wrangle. 

Hence Ergotoe'rer, a wrangler. Ergo tee Ting 
vbl. sb., wrangling. 

1687 Stillingfl. Vind. Answ. Papers cone. Authority 
Cath. Ch. 104 They are a sort of Ergoteerers, who are foi* 
a Concedo rather than a Nego. Ibid. 109 This Gentleman 
sets himself to Ergoteering. 

II Ergoieur (grgtftor). [Fr. ergotcur, agent-n. 
f ergoter : see Ergot v.~] «= prec. 

1881 19 th Cent . Sept. 325 Mr. Gladstone and this famous 
ergoteur are the only people living who have boundless 
faith in reasoning. 

Brgotic (ojg£>*tik\ a. 1 [f„ Ergot sb. + -ic.] Of 
or pertaining to ergot ; resulting from the action 
of ergot. 

Ergotic acid , * a volatile acid said to exist in Ergot of 
rye’ Syd. Sec. Lex.). 

1875 H. Wood Therap. (1879) 546 Jt is . . very doubtful 
whether the ergotic spasm is local m its origin. 

f ErgO'tic, aA Obs . — 0 In 7 -iqne. [a. Fr. 
ergotique ; cf. Ergot v.] Sophistical, cavilling, 
full of conclusions. 1681 in Blount Glossogr. 

Ergotime^ (§ugpiin). [f. Ergot sb. + -ine,] 
The active principle of ergot of rye. 

1831 R. Hunt in Art Jrnl. Catal.Gt. Exhib . iv. p. xv*/i 
Sardinia contributes many chemical products .. amongst 
others., ergotine/ 1875 H. Wood Tkerap : (1879^ 543 ln 
the frog the injection of a gramme of ergotin caused a dia- 
stolic arrest of the heart. 

Hence Ergo*tinine. Chem . [ + -ine], 4 an unstable 
alkaloid existing in very small quantity in ergot ’ 
(Watts)., 

1875 H. Wood Therap. (1879) 541 Of all the substances 
named, the crystallizable ergotinine of Tauret seems most 
promising. 

Ergotism 1 (STg^tiz’m). [f. Ergot sb. + -tsm.] 

1. 1 he disease (in grasses) consisting in the for- 
mation of ergot. 

1833 Pkarmaceut. Jml. XIII. 13 Mr. Blyth drew atten- 
tion to the subject of the ergotism of grasses. 

2. The disease produced by eating bread made 
from flour affected by ergot 

1869 E. A. Parkes Tract. Hygiene (ed. 3) 222 The most 
important disease connected with flour is. .ergotism. 1876 
Bartholow Mat. Med. (1879) 289 Chronic ergotism, .exists 
in two forms, the convulsive and gangrenous. 

3. The use of ergot for poisoning animals. 

1884 A. Willows m Australasian 8 Nov. 875/4 The 
special claims of ergotism . . are its cheapness, etc. 

Ergotism 2 (ougfftiz’m). [a. Fr. ergot isme, f. 
L. ergo, associated with ergoter \ see Ergot v.J 
a. Arguing, quibbling, wrangling, b. Logical 
conclusions. 

1656-81 Blount Glossogr. 1682 Sir T. Browne Chr. Mor. 
(1756) 60 States are not governed by ergotisms. 1685 Cot- 
ton M ontaigne I. 269, I think these lowsy ergotismes and 
little sophistry . . are the cause. 1775 in Ash. 1847 in 
Craig ; and in mod. Diets. 

t E'rgotist. Obs. [a. Fr. ergotiste (Mon- 
taigne) : cf. prec.] A quibb^er, pedantic logician. 

1739 tr> Algarotti on Newton’s Theory (1742) I. 188 De- 
claiming . . against the ancient Philosophy . . stigmatizing 
those who profess it with the Title of Ergotists. 

Ergotization (5ug/toiz£i*Jbn). [f. next + 
-ATioN. See -at ion.] The action or process of 
poisoning by ergot of rye. 

1886 Brit . Med. Jml. 30 Jan. 198/1. 

Ergotize (sug^toiz , vj [f. Ergot sb. 4 -ize.] 
trans. To affect with or transform into ergot. 

Hence E'rgotized ppl. a. 

i860 Card. Chron. 29 Sept, , The formidable consequences 
of ergotized corn, when eaten. 1875 H. Wood Therap. 
(1879) 552 When the summer is wet and cold, the rye becomes 
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very^ extensively ergotized. 1884 Pall Mall G. 12 Sept. 
2/1 Some fifteen outbreaks of foot-rot, the result of eating 
ergotized rye. 

Ergotize (9 - jg*?taiz\ v.'* [f. Ergo : cf. Ergot- 
-ism and -IZE,] intr. To quibble, wrangle. 

1883 Stevenson Treasure of Franc hard vi, He uses it 
[the word ratiocinate ]. .in the sense of to ergo Use, implying 
as it were, .a vein of sophistry. 

Eri, obs. form of Eerie a. 

Eria (i«*ria). [Assamese eriya, adj. f. era the 
castor-oil plant.] In eria silk ; see quot. 1881. 

1868 Wood Homes without H. xiv. 282 The well known 
Eria silk of India is produced by an insect closely allied to 
the Atlas Moth.. 1881 Hunter in Encycl. Brit . XII. 752 
s.v. India, Eria silk is obtained from the cocoons of Phalxna 
Cynthia , and the worm is fed .. upon the leaves of the 
castor-oil plant. . 

Brian (P’-riairi, a. Geol. [f. Erie , name of the 
lake -ian.] A synonym of Devonian : see qnots. 

1873 Dawson Earth <§• Man v. 84 The Devonian, or, as it 
may be better called in America, from the vast development 
of its beds on the south side of Lake Erie, the Erian 
formation. 1877 — Orig. World 380 Erian and Carboni- 
ferous plants. 

!i Eric (e*rik\ Hist. Forms : 6 eriach, earike, 
erycke, 7 erick(e, 8- eric. [Ir. civic.'] (See qnots. 

*586 [see Earik]. 1596 Spenser State Irel. Wks. {1862) 
504/2 In the case of Murder, .the malefactor shall give unto 
them [the friends], or to the child, or wife of him that is 
slain a recompence, which they call an Eriach. i6ra Davies 
Why Ireland, etc. (1747) in The killing of an Irishman was 
. .punished by a fine or pecuniary punishment which is 
called an Ericke. Ibid. (17871 126 Your Sheriff. . shall be 
welcome to me, but let me know his erick aforehand. a 1849 
J. C. Mangan Poems 1 1859 38 3 All the dead Heaped on the 
field. .Were scarce an eric for his head. 1885 R. Bagwell 
lrel. under Tudors 1 , 11 This blood-fine, .called an eric, was 
an utter abomination to the English of the sixteenth century. 

attrib. 1875 Maine Hist. Inst . vi. 170 ‘Eric ’-fines or 
pecuniary compensation for violent crime. 

|| Erica (zTorka). Bot. [L. erica , ad. Gr. Ipuu-q 
heath.] The botanical name of the genus of plants 
called in Eng. Heath. (In qnot, used affectedly 
as an Eng. word.) 

1826 Carrington Dartmoor 37 Th’ undaunted race Con- 
tented on the rude Erica sink To balmy sleep. 

Ericaceous ',erik<?ijbs), a. Bot. [f. mod.L. 
ericdce-se + -ous : see prec. and -aceous.] Be- 
longing to the natural order Ericaceae , of which 
the Erica or heath is the typical genus. 

1882 Garden 7 Oct. 323/2 Other Ericaceous plants are re- 
presented admirably. 

Ericetal (erjPsrtal), a. Bot. [as if f. L. *ericet- 
urn place where heaths grow (f. erica heath) + 
-al.] Of the type characteristic of heathy regions ; 
moorland. 

1876 G. W. Latham in Encycl. Brit. V. 589 The botany 
of the high-lands east of Macclesfield is nearly ericetal in 
its nature, 

Ericineous (erisrmfesV a. Bot. [f, mod.L. 
ertcine-se (a synonym of erlcace-se V f. erica, on 
analogy of gramineee , etc.] = Ericaceous. 

1852 Th._ Ross Humboldt’s Trait. I. xiii. 425 The shrubs 
of the family of the ericineous plants . do not find the cold 
climate which is necessary for their development. 

Ericolin (errkolln). Chem. [f. Erica + -ol + 
-in.] A resinous substance found in several plants 
of the ericaceous order. 

1876 Harley Mat. Med. 530 Ericolin is obtained from the 
mother-liquor from which the arbutin has crystallised. 

Erie, obs. form of Eyry. 
i Eri ferous, a. Obs. [f. L. seHfer (f. xri - 
combining form of jm, sens brass + -fer producing) 
-f-ous.j Containing or yielding brass or copper. 

: 1681 Blount Glossogr. 

tEriff. Obs. [Of unknown etymology ; the 
forms eiress, eress, eriss, in Diets, appear to 
represent the same word.] 

1 . A canary-bird two years old. 

c 1690 B. E. Diet. Cant, Crew. 1727 Bradley Earn. Diet. 
s.v. Canary Bird , Those that exceed two, are named 
Erisses. 1736 Bailey, Erisses, cresses. 

2 . * A rogue just initiated 5 . {New Cant. Diet. 
1725.) 

Eriff, dial, form of Harifp. 

mbAgric. Surv. Staffbrdsk. 95 Erifif, Galium Aparine. 

Erigant, error for erigaut, var. of Heri gaut. 

II Eri'geron. Obs. [Gr. ijpi'ytpoov, f. rjpi early 
+ 7 epcov old man. Cf. L. senecio , f. senex old 
man.] The Gr. name of the Groundsel : see quots. 
In botanical Latin the name of an allied genus. 

x6°x Holland Pliny II. 238 The Greekes imposed that 
name Erigeron, because in the Spring it Iooketh hoarie, 
like an old gray heard. 1666 J. Smith Old Age ed, 2‘ 163 
This is the true Erigeron, that early in the Spring-time 
bears the representation of Old Age. 
t Errgkt, V. Obs. [V var. of Aright vi\ trans. 
? To invest with a right. 

* 55 $ J- H iiywood Spider fy F. xx, Or by sine of purpose 
craftely elokte To possession here any flie erighting. 

Engible (e’rid^ib’l), a. [f. L. erig-ere (see 
Erect v. } + -ible.] Capable of being erected or 
set in an upright position. 

a 1803 G. Shaw Zool. I V. 11. 378 A very strong spine, which 
. .is erigible at the pleasure of the animal. 1847 in Craig : 
and in mod. Diets. 


f Erimites : app. mistake for Eeminttes. 

1577 Stanyhurst Descr. Irel. in Holinshed II. 105/1 His 
signet^. . hauing powdred erimites ingrailed in the seale. _ 
ErinaceOUS (erin^Jbsb a. Zool. [f. L. erin- 
dee-us hedgehog + -ous.] Pertaining to the hedge- 
hog family ; of the nature of a hedgehog. 

In mod. Diets. 

Erinde, obs. form of Errand. 

Eringo, var. form of Eryngo. 

Erinite (eninmth Min. [f. Erin the ancient 
name of Ireland 4- -ite.] A green arseniate of 
copper found in Cornwall and in some parts of 
Ireland. 

1828 Phil. Mag. Ser. 11. TV. 155 The colour of erinite is 
a beautiful emeral green. 1843 Portlock Geol. a 21 Erinite 
occurs in small nodules in a soft wacke at Ballintry. 1887 
Dana Manual Min. 153 Erinite occurs in emerald-green 
mammillinated coatings. 

Eri'imic, a. rare-' 1 , [f. L. Erinn-ys, Erinys, 
Gr. 5 E plvvs a Bury + -ic.] Characteristic of a bury. 

1827 Southey in Q. Rev. XXXVI. 345 Even their [the 
cats'] cries, erotic or erinnic .. could neither dismay nor 
disturb her. 

So f Er-innical, a. Obs. 

1613 Sir E. Hoby Counter ‘$narle 67 Vexed with their 
Erynnical libels. 

Eriometer (erij^mi'tai). [f. Gr. ipiov wool + 
fihpov measure.] An instrument for measuring by 
optical means the diameter of small fibres, such 
as wool, cotton, or flax. 

1829 Nat. Philos., Optics xv. 27 (Usef. ICnowl. Soc.) By 
means of an instrument which he [?Dr. Young] calls an 
Eriometer, he was enabled to measure the size of minute 
particles or fibres. 1836 Todd Cycl. Anat. I. 406/2 The 
results . . having, .been come to by the aid of the eriometer. 

Eristic (errstik), a. and sb. [ad. Gr. kpiontc-bs, 
to wrangle, f. fy/s strife.] 

A. adj. Of or pertaining to controversy or dis- 
putation ; adapted for or disposed to controversy. 

1637 Gillespie Eng. Pop. Cerem. Ord. Ciij, Polemicke 
and Eristicke discourses. 1655 60 Stanley Hist. Philos. 
(1701 • 145/1 A Sect . . called . . Eristick from the Litigious 
Sophistical Nature thereof. 1710 W. Hume Sacred Success. 
28 The controversy among our eristick divines. 1850 Guote 
Greece n. lxvii. VIII. 540 note, Euthydemus and Dionyso- 
dorus . . applied themselves to the eristic or controversial 
dialogue, a 1852 Moore Devil among the Sckol. 72 He 
fought the combat syllogistic With . . skill and art eristic. 

B. sb. 

1 . One given to disputation, a controversialist. 
The Eristics: philosophers of the Megarian school. 

1659 Gauden Tears Ch. 93 Fanatick Errour and Levity 
would seem an Euchite as well asan Eristick. 1875 Jowett 
Plato (ed. 2) I. 481 You would not confuse the principle and 
the consequences in your reasoning, like the Eristics. 

2 . = Gr. r) c picTucij (rixvrj), the art of dispu- 
tation. 

1866 Mill in Edin. Rev CXXIII, 314 Real Dialectic 
contrasted with Eristic. 1875 Jowett Plato ted. 23 1. 183 
The art of Eristic, or figh ting with words. 

+ Errstical, a. Obs . [f. as prec. + -al.] = prec. 

1624 Bp. Mountagu Gagg Pref 2 Kristicall discourses. 
1654 Trapp Comm. Job xxxiii. 32 Some are so eristical and 
teasty, that they will not hear the adverse party. 1673 Bp. 
Parker Reproof of Reh. Transp. 125 <L.) To what purpose 
should he or any man write eristical books? 
t E Tit age, v. Obs. rare. ff. eritage , obs. form 
of Heritage.] trans. a. To inherit, b. To give 
as a heritage. 

1382 Wycuf Ps. xxxvi[i]. ii The debonere forsothe shuln 
eritagen the erthe [1388 enerite the lond]. — Ecclus. xvii. 
9 The lawe of lif he eritagede [1388 enheritide] them, 

Eritage, obs. form of Heritage. 
t Erite. Obs. [a. OF. her ite app. a back 
formation from L. hwret-icusi\ A heretic. 

c 1175 Lamb. Horn. 143 pe forsworene, ]?e heftene, pe erites 
sculen be on iwarpen ine eebe pine. 

Erith., obs. var. of Hartfp, Goosegrass. 

1601 Holland Pliny II. 174 Erith or Goose grasse. .is by 
some called in Greeke Aparine. 

t Erivate, v. Obs.~° [f. L. erivat- ppl. stem 
of erivd-re, f. e out + rivus brook.] trans. To 
draw out, draw off. 

1656-81 in Blount Glossogr. 

Erke, obs. form of Irk. 

Erld, Erldom, Erie, obs. ff. Earl, Earldom. 
Erlish ( 3 MliJ\ a. rare- 1 , [var. of elvish, 
Eldritch.] = Eldritch. 

a 1802 Yng. Tam lane xlix in Child Eng. $ Sc. Pop. 
Ballads in 1884) 355/2 Up there raise an erlish cry. 

Erl-king (o*rl|ki gk [transl. Ger. erl-kdnig lit. 
alder-king), an erroneous rendering by Herder of 
the Danish ellerkonge , ellekonge , i. e. ’ elver konge, 
elvekonge king of the elves. Cf. Elle-maid.] 

1797 Scott tr. Goethe’s Erl King Pref. Poet. Wks. (1848) 
The Eri- King is a goblin that haunts the Black Forest, in 
Thuringia, 

Erm, var. of Arm a. Obs. poor. 

01x7$ Lamb. Horn. 113 Moni mon .. is erm for worlde . 
and uniseli for gode. Ibid. 115 Det is kinges rihtwisnesse 
]>et he mid \v0h3e ne of-sitte ne ermne ne eadine. 

t Erme, v. Obs. [ OH.yrjnan , i$rman (Anglian 
*£rman\ f. earm miserable.] a. trans. To make 
miserable, grieve, harass, vex. b. intr. for refl. To 
grieve, be sorry. 


c8 97 K. Alfred Gregory’s Past. xvii. 121 Ic mse^ slean 
and ierman mine [hjeafod^emseccan. a 1000 Booth, Metr. 
ix. 45 He [Nero] hmfde him to gamene . . hu he eor[>cymn- 
gas yrmde and cwelmde. C1386 Chaucer Pard. Frol. 26 
But weel I wot thou dost myn herte erme. 1481 Caxton 
Reynard (Arb.) 48 Thenne departed he fro the kynge so 
heuyly, that many of them ermed. 

Hence E'rming vbl sb., grieving, sadness. 

cisco K. A Us. 1525 Theo bysschop weop for ermyng. 

Ermeliu (G'Jmelin). Now arch, or poet. Also 
6-7 armelin e, ermilin, b)ermeline, {7 armlin), 
6 ermly. [The immediate source is uncertain : 
the word appears in most of the Romanic langs.; 
It. armellmo, ermellino, Sp. armelina , Fr. herme- 
line (Boiste), armeline (Cotgr.), med.L. ar melinite 
(in Fr. documents of 13th c.). 

^ The ulterior etymology shares in the uncertainty belong- 
ing to that of the synonymous Ermine. If the latter be of 
Teut. origin, the Romanic forms above cited must be re- 
garded as ad. MHG. herme tin (mod.G. hermelin dim. of 
harmei— OHG. harmo (see Ermine . If the alternative 
view be correct, the med.L. type armelhms must be a 
diminutive or adjectival formation on armenius, and the 
MHG. hermelin an adoption from Romanic, though perh. 
influenced by association with the native word.] 

1. The animal called ermine ; » Ermine i. 

1555 Eden Decades IV. Ind. (Arb. 1 323 Sables, Marternes, 

Hennelines. . 1590 Greene Never too late (1600) 34 Ada- 
mants that will draw youth as. .y sight of the Panther, the 
Ermly. 1596 Spenser F.Q. in. ii. 25 And on his shield 
enueloped seuenfold He bore a crowned little Ermelin, 
1607 Tor sell Fourf. Beasts (16731 405 The Armelins are 
called Alpine Mice, c 1630 Drumm. of Havvth. Poems 
Wks. 3 Fair yokes of ermelines, whose colour pass The 
whitest snows. 1743 Shenstone Schoolmistr. 171 Fair as 
the furry coat of whitish ermilin. 

2 . The skin or iur of this animal. 

1555 Eden Decades W. Ind . (Arb.) 31 1 Furres which wee 
caule Armelines. x8x8 Milman Samor 38 Of silver and of 
stainless ermelin The bright caparisons, 1831 Fraser's 
Mag. IV. 549 Who she that, in the ermelin involved, 
Rests on the hastening car ? Ibid. IV, 550 O thou, involved 
in ermelin ! 

Ermiglit. ? 

c 1435 Torr. Portugal 1008 Let thy beytyng and thy 
Ermyght be. 

Ermine (GMmin), sb. Forms: 3-7 ermin, 
-yn v e, (4-7 hermin, -yn, 5-7 armin, -yn(e, 
-yon, 6 ermion, emerin©\ 3™ ermine, [a. OF. 
(Ji)ermine (mod.F. hermine), cogn. with Pr. er~ 
mini \ Sp. armiho (Minsheu). The remoter etym- 
ology is disputed. 

Some scholars (including Kluge and Skeat) think that the 
Romanic word is ad. OHG. liamitn adj., ‘belonging to 
the ermine ', f. harmo ermine, stoat, weasel, corresp. to the 
synonymous OE. kearma (glossed 4 megale ’= mygale Wr.- 
Wiilck. 32) and Lith. szermti (O Aryan type k'ormon -<?«-), 

A different hypothesis (favoured by Littre, Paul Meyer, 
and others) is that the Romanic words represent L. Arme- 
nius Armenian. The inns Ponticns, ‘ Pontic rat', men- 
tioned by Pliny as a fur-bearing animal, is commonly sup- 
posed, though without actual proof, to be the ermine ; and 
as Pontus and Armenia were conterminous, it has been 
suggested that an alternative name for the animal may have 
been inns A rmenius. That some animal was known by 
this designation in the second century is rendered probable 
by a passage in Julius Pollux (circa a.d. 180), who {Onomast. 
Vli. 60) gives ixvunoi as the name of an Armenian garment, 
and, amongst other conjectures as to the origin of the word, 
suggests that this article of dress may have been so named 
because made of the skins of 4 the mice tor rats 1 of that 
country*. The belief that the ermine derived its name 
from Armenia was common in the 14th c., and the suppo- 
sition accounts quite satisfactorily for the Romanic forms 
of the word. If this view be correct, it involves the com 
sequence that the resemblance in sound between ermine 
and OHG. Jiarmin was merely accidental ; there may 
however have been an early confusion between two distinct 
words of similar sound and meaning.] 

1 . An animal of the weasel tribe {Mustela Er- 
minea ), an inhabitant of northern countries, called 
in England a stoat, whose fur is reddish brown in 
summer, but in win ter (in northern regions ) wholly 
white, except the tip of the tail, which is always 
black. 

<2x200 Moral Ode in Lamb. Horn. 181 Ne seal jw beo 
fou ne grei • ne cunig ne ermine, c 1450 Guy iVarw. (C.) 
9085 Owt of hys mow)?e wente a bynge Also whyte, as any 
army ne. 1530 Pai.sgr. 217 /x Ermyne, a beest, ermyne. 
1555 Eden Decades IV. Ind. (Arb. > 326 marg ., The skynnes 
of sables and Ermynes. x6ox H<illand Pliny I. 307 The 
rats a id mice in the country of Pontus, namely Hermins, 
& such like, 1655 Gurnall Chr. in Arm. xxv. § 4 
(1669) 322 1 The Ermine . . will dye before she will be got 
into the dirt to defile her beautiful skin. 1744 Thomson 
Winter 812 Fair ermines, spotless as the snows they press. 
1774 Goldsm. Nat. Hist. 1x776 III. 354 The- weasel may 
be easily distinguished from the ermine by the tip of the 
tail, which in the latter is always black. 1835 Sir J. Ross 
N. W. Pass. xv. 228 An ermine came on board, quite 
starved. 1863 Miss Yonge Chr. Names II 82 The pretty 
tale of the spotless ermine, that took refuge under his 
shield. 

2 . The fur of the ermine, often having the black 
tails (formerly pieces of black lamb’s- wool') ar- 
ranged upon it, at regular intervals, for the sake 
of effect. The whiteness of ermine is often re- 
ferred to in poetry as an emblem of purity. 

1297 R. Glouc. (1724'! 191 Noble men, y clobed in ermyne 
echone. C1400 St. Alexius (Laud 622) 398 Pelured wi)> 
Ermyne & wib grijs <2x450 Knt. de la Tour 1868 > 30 
Hodes & cotes furred with ermyn. a 1500 Flower § Leaf 
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xxxv t With clothof gold, and furred with ermine Were the 
■trappoures of their stedes strong. 1587 Holinshed Citron . 
Irel. an. 1568 (R.) Princelie robes of crimson veluet doubled 
or lined with ermin. 1628 Wither Brit. Rememb. Pref. 259 
From the Fox-fur, to the spotted Ermine. 27x9 D'Urfey 
Pills 1872) I. 13 Her skin by nature, No Ermin better. 
S795 Macneill Will <$• Jean iv, Strips thee of thy robes of 
ermine (Emblems of thy spotless life*. 1855 Longf. /Haw. 
xi> Shirt of doeskin . .fringed with ermine. 

b. pi. Trimmings, or garments, made of this 
fur. f Formerly also used, as in the sing, (see 
prec.), as a name for the material (cf. sables). 

1474 Caxton Ckesse 16 A mantel aboue furrid with er- 
•mynes. 1523 Ld. Berners Froiss. I. cxxv. 15 1 Robes of 
scarlet, furred with Armyns. c 1530 — Arthur (1814) 273 
Riche aparayle of emerines lay abrode in euery wyndowe. 
iS79.Sfenser Sheph. Cal. Apr. 58 Yclad in Scarlot . . And 
Ermines white. 7639 Massinger Unnat. Combat m. ii, 
I’ve charged thro' fire that would have singed your sables, 
Black fox, and ermines, a 1700 Dryden iJy, A lady’s 
honour . . nice as ermines, will not bear a soil. 1732 
Lediard Sethos II. vir. 32 Having nothing on his body 
but some ermins. 1756 Nugent Gr. Tour , France IV. 
81 His habit of ceremony is a violet-coloured gown with 
a mantle of ermins. 

3 . fig. With reference to the use of ermine in 
the official robes of judges and the state robes of 
peers. 

1794 Godwin Cal. Williams 261 Reluctant to fix an un- 
necessary stain upon the ermine of their profession. 1836 
Lytton Duck, de la Yalliere iv.iv, This garb of serge 
Dares speech that daunts the ermine. 1850 Whipple Ess. 
Sr Rest. (ed. 3) I. 21 The purity of the critical ermine, like 
that of the judicial, is often soiled by contact with politics. 
18.56 Emerson Eng. Traits , Aristocr. Wks. (Bohn) II. 79 
Skilful lawyers . .were rewarded with ermine. 

4 . Her. A heraldic fur ; white marked with 
black spots of a particular shape. 

1562 Leigh A rmorie (last page', Ermyn , white poudered 
w c Black. 2635 M. Carter Hon. Rediv. (1660)99 If. .it be 
white powdred with blade, it is Ermin. .if white with black, 
and one red hair, Erminites. 1/66-87 Porny Heraldry 25 
Ermine is a Field Argent^ with small points or spots Sable, 
in the form of little Triangles, which in Heraldry are 
generally called Powdering. 1864 Boutell Heraldry Hist. 
4* Pop. iv. (ed. 3) 20 Ermine, Black spots on a White field. 

5 . attrib. and Comb. a. simple attrib. in senses 
1-4. f Ermine cross : = cross Erminee. 

c 1430 Guy Wanu. 1O8425 Veire and giyce and pylches 
armyne And clothys of sylke and of satyne. i486 Bk. St. 
Albans (Her.) Dj, Ermyn cros. 1627 Drayton Agincourt 
15 The men of Rutland.. In their rich Ensigne bear an 
Ermine Ram. 1649 Lovelace Poems 63 Grieve not pretty 
Ermin Cabinet [a Lady's glove]. 1742 Mrs. Delany 
A uiolnog. (1861) II. 199 My lady, .was in dark green velvet 
trimmed with ermine, and an ermine petticoat. 1768 Pen- 
nant Zool. I. 85 Easily distinguished from the other in the 
ermine state by the tail. 1832 G. Downes Lett. Cont. 
Countries I. 50 The ermine mantle wherein the female is 
robed. 1864 Boutell Heraldry Hist. $ Pop. xxx. 454 
The practice of. .artists, .in representing ermine-spots. 

b. quasi -adj. White as ermine. 

*610 G. Fletcher Christ's Viet, in Farr S. P. (1847) 62 
What should I here depaint.. her ermine breast. 1821 
Shelley Prometk. Unb. iv. i. 2S7 Vapours clothe earth’s 
monarch mountain-tops With kingly, ermine snow. 

c. Comb., as emnine-hunter ; also ermine white 
white as ermine ; ermine moth [cf. Fr. her- 
mine , 4 Bombyx herminea ' (Littre)] {Hyponomeula 
padellus), a moth with white wings spotted with 
black. 

1580 Sidney Arcadia m. 399 The Ermion whitest skin, 
spotted with nought. 2859 W, S, Coleman Woodlands 
(1866) 76 The pretty little Ermine Moth, commits great 
ravages on the leaves of the Apple Tribe. 2865 Burritt 
Walk Land's End 194 Ermine-hunters have always had a 
harder time of it than even the Honiton lace- workers. 

Ermme (s^natn), v. [f. prec. sb.] trans. To 
clothe as if with ermine ; to make white as ermine. 

1823 New Monthly Mag. XIII. 63 It [snow] ermined all 
the dark-brown moor. 1870 H. Macmillan Bible 'Teach. 
xiv. 269 The glistening beach, ermined by the surf. 

Ermined (oumind), ppl. a. [f. as prec. + -ep 2 ,] 
•f i. Having white feathers spotted with black. 
i486 Bk. St, Albans A viijb, Bot and a sparehawke be so 
Ermyned vppon the brayles. 

•ff Perh. the designation Almond Tumbler is a 
corruption of this: see quot. below. 

X735 J. Moore Columbarium 39 There is a Mixture of 
three Colours, vulgarly call’d an Almond, perhaps from the 
Quantity of Almond-coloured Feathers that are found in the 
Hackle : Others call it an Ermine, I suppose from the black 
Spots that are generally in it. 

2 . Lined or trimmed with ermine ; made to 
resemble ermine. 

c 1485 Digby Myst., Mor. Wisd, 1. (1882) 139 heading, With a 
mantyll. .ermyned within. 1814 Hist. Univ. Oxf. II. 261 
The ermined hood . . is the peculiar badge of the Proctor's 
office. 1842 Barham Ingol. Leg., Auto-da-fe, He wipes his 
eyes with his ermined sleeve. 18. . Longf. Renoimeau i, 
Now Time throws off his cloak again of ermined frost. 

Jig. 1715 M. Davies Aik, Brit. I. 185 The collateral 
scenes of those Dialogues are freez’d or ermin’d sideward. 

3 . Robed in ermine ; advanced to the dignity of 
wearing ermine, i. e. made a judge or a peer. 

*735 Pope Ep. Lady 7 Arcadia’s countess, here, in er- 
mined pride. 1777 W. Whitehead Goat's Beard iR.), 
Regal robe, Which, rules, in ermin jd state the globe. 1837 
Lockhart Scott (1839) V* 47 Certain ermined sages of his 
own acquaintance. 1837 Whittier Lines Poet. Wks. (1882) 
201 Give ermined knaves their hour of crime. 1869 Globe 
13 Nov. 4 The ten newly ermined members of the Liberal 
party. 


fig. c 1749 W. G. Hamilton in Pari. Loqick (1808) 204 
Thy balm-distilling sweets alone To ermin’d Innocence are 
known. 

4. ? = Ermine 5 a {Her.) or 5 b. 

1823 Rutter Fonthill 50 The ermined cinque-foil upon a 
crimson ground. 

Ermine© (sriminz), a. Her. [a. heraldic Fr. 
{croix) ermin fa, f. ermine .] (A cross) composed 
of four ermine spots placed in the form of a cross. 
1736 in Bailey. 1775 in Ash. 

E rmines. Her. Also 6 ermynes, ermins, 
7 ermyness. [In some way connected with Er- 
mine; possibly a. OF. her minis, pi. of herminet , 
dim. of hermine. ] A 'fur* forming the reverse of 
Ermine, i.e. with white ‘spots’ on a black ground. 

1562 Leigh A rmorie (last page 1 , Ermines , Black powdred 
whight. 1372 Bossewell A rmorie ii. 129 b, He beaieth Or, 
a Cheuron Checkey Ermin and Ermins. 2677 Plot Ox- 
ford sh. 179 The skins of black Grey-hounds powdered with 
white, or made Ermyness. 1731 Chambers Cycl., Ermines 
is used by some English writers for the reverse of ermine, 
i, e. for white spots on a black field . 1864 Boutell Heraldry 
Hist. 4* Pop, iv. (ed. 3) 20. 

Erminites (o-iminsitsL Her. [ad. Fr. her- 
minite .j A heraldic fur, similar to ermine, with 
the addition of a red hair on each side of the 
£ spots \ 

1562 Leigh A rmorie 130 b. 1610 Guillim Heraldry 1. v. 
(1611) 16 That being called Ermine, and this Ermynites. 
1633 [see Ermine sb. 4]. 1731-1800 Bailey, Erminites , A 
white Ground powder’d with Black, to which a red Hair is 
added. 2868 Cussans Hand-bk. Her. iii. 53 Erminites [is] 
sometimes included amongst the Furs. 

Erminois (s-rminorz). [a. OF r. (k )ermmois, 
f. hermine Ermine.] A heraldic fur, Or with 
Sable * spots 

2362 Leigh Armorie 130 b, The fift doubling is Or, 
poudred with Sable, and must bee called properly Ermi- 
noys. 2620 Guili.im Heraldry 1. iv. (26601 23 Ermynois 
whose ground or field is yellow, and the Poulderings black. 
*775 i n Ash. 1864 Boutell Heraldry Hist. <$• Pop. xvii. 
281 A griffin per fesse erm. and erminois. 

Ermiti.e, JErmitage, obs. ff. Hermit, -age. 
Ermlie, var. of Armlich a Ob?, pitiable. 
c 1275 Lamb. Horn. 115 penne biS hit ermlie * }if he bi 5 
unrihtwis. 

Ermodattil, obs. form of Hermodactyl. 
tSrmth(e. Obs. Forms: 1 §rmp(u, i§m y(u, 
yrmp(u, 3 sermSSe, (2 ermde), 2-3 ermfte. [OE. 
%nnfu, repr. OTeut. type *armipd : see Arm a. 
and -th. Also without umlaut: see Akmth(e.] 
Poverty ; wretchedness. 

Beowulf 2259 (Gr.) Grendles moder . . yrmbe gemunde. 
<?888 K. JElfred Booth, xxxviii. ii, To sellenne witu & 
ernffia j>am yfelum monnum. a 1000 Ags. Ps. civ. 14 [cv. 26] 
Cworn ofer eorpan ermpu. c 1175 Lamb. Horn. 213 He. .mile 
on his ermSe edmodnesse halden. c 1205 Lay. 87 Eneas 
j?e due mid ermden at-wond. Ibid. 26243 purh \>c muclen 
aermSe & j?urh ]>ene mucle hserm. 

Ermytage, Ermyte, obs. ff. Hermit, -age. 
t Ern, v. Obs. Forms: 1 irnan, pa. t. am, 
4-5 erne(n, -yn, 5 eerne. [ME. ernen, OE. irnan, 
by metathesis for rinnan to run.] intr. To run. 
Of water, a river: To flow. 

^893 K. jElfred Oros. 1. i. § 8 Seo ea Danai irncS honan 
suSrvhte. c 1000 yElfric Gen. xviii. 7 He am him sylf to 
his hrySera falde. c 1300 K. A lis, 5003 Every wilde dere 
astore, Hy mo wen by cours ernen tofore. 2377 Langl. P. 
PL B. xix. 376 Water for wikked werkes Egerlich ernynge 
out of mennes yeen. c 1440 Promp. Parv. 142 Ernyn, as 
horse [MS. P. eerne], cnrsito. a 2600 in Pinkerton Anc. 
Scott. Poems 227 (Jam.) Nor hare, befoire the ernand grew- 
hounds face, Withspeid iscareit so. 

Ern, obs. form of are : see Be v. 

Ern, dial, form of Iron. 

Ern, dial, form of Earn (see Earn zO 3). So 
Ernes sb. pi. (see quot.) 

2693 Kennett Par. Antiq. Gloss., Ernies, the loose scat- 
tered ears of corn that are left on the ground after the 
binding or cocking of it. . Hence to ern is in some places the 
same as to glean. 2726 Diet. Rust. (ed. 3* s. v. Ernes. 

-ern, suffix, in the adjs. eastern, northern, 
southern, western, represents OTeut. - rdnjo -, f. 
-ro- thematic suffix in *austro~, etc. + -bnjo- = L. 
- aneus . 

f Ernde, V. Obs. Forms: 1 eerendian, 3 am- 
di-en, erendi-en, erndi-en, 5 ernde -n. [OE. 
krendian, f. krende : see Errand. Cf. OHG. 
drundjan, MHG. emdenl] a trans. To treat 
for, obtain by intercession, b. intr. To intercede. 
Const, to and dat. of indirect obj. 

C890 K. yElfred Bmda 11. xii, Da ssrendracan, 3 e his 
ewale serndedon. ^1203 Lay. 23315 He. .bad heom arndien 
him to hseh^en h an kingen. a 1225 Juliana 78 Heo us 
erndi to godd be grace of him seoluen. a 2225 Leg. Katk. 
2257 Eaai meiden 1 ernde me to j>i leoue lauerd. a 1310 
in Wright Lyric P. xxi. (Percy) 62 Ernde us hevene lyht. 

f E’rading, sb. Obs. Forms : 3 emding(e, 
-unge. h)erendinge. [OE. krendung ; n. of action 
f. krendian ( see prec.).] Intercession. 

a 1000 Benedictine Rule (SchrSer) xxvi, 05 j?e ]>urh aenige 
spraece o 3 |?e J?urh aenixes ohres mannes aerendun^e. a 1223 
St. Marker. 23 pat we bituhen be engles purh hire erndunge 
mo ten ^et iseon hire, c 1273 Doomsday 86 in O. E. Misc. 
168 For hire herendinge pat heo ure sawle to heouerige 
bringe. a 1310 in Wright Lyric P. xviii. (Percy Soc.) 58 
Thourh ernding of the hevene quene. 


Erne (ain), sb. Forms: 1 earn, 3 eern, 3-4 
arn(e, 3-6 ern, (4 eerne, 4.-6 eren), 8-9 earn, 
4- erne. [OE. earn, corresp. to MLG. am (Du r . 
arend), ON. pm str. masc. ' OTeut. *arnu-z. 
OTeut. had also a synonymous *aYon- wk. masc., 
whence OHG. aro (MHG. are, mod.G. aar), ON. 
art, Goth. ara. Cf, OSlav. orihi, Lith. ere lis 
eagle, Gr. opvts bird.] 

1. An eagle; in mod. use chiefly the Golden 
Eagle or the Sea- Eagle (see Eagle). 

a 1000 Eleite 29 (Gr.) U rigfeSera earn sang ahof. c 1000 
Ags. Gosp, Matt. xxiv. 28 Swa hwaer swa hold byS, b*der 
beoS earnas gegaderude. c 1200 Oemin 6056 Forr sern ma33 
fieshenn i \>e lifft Full he3he towarrd heoft’ne. a izzsAncr. 
R. 296 Vre widerwines beo<5 swifture pen pe earnes. a 1300 
Cursor M. 13444 (Cot t.) For»pi to pe arn lickest es he. C1323 
Citron. Eng. 256 inRitson Metr. Rom. II. 276Therspac an 
ern [a] prophecie. ^ c 2380 Wyclif Sel. Wks. III. 35 As pe 
eerne clepynge hise briddis. <21433 Hon late xxv, Ernes 
ancient of air kingis that croond is, 2313 Douglas JBneis 
xn. v. 64 For Jovis foule, the ern, com sorand by. 2533 
Eden Decades W. Ind. (Arb.) 325 Erens or eagles. 1563 
Golding Ovid's Met. vi. (1593) 244 The scarefull erne With 
hooked talents trussing up a "hare among the feme. 1744 
Preston Zetland^ in Phil. Trans. XLIIL 62 There are very 
large Eagles, which they call Earns. 1823 Hogg Queen's 
Wake 97 He saw. .A sight that scared the erne away. 1869 
Freeman Norm. Conq. 12876) III. xiv. 344 Men told.. how 
. . ravens and ernes sat on the stern of every ship. 

2 . Comb erne-fern, the Brake ( Eteris aquilind Y; 
erne-hned a., having the colour of an eagle; erne- 
stone = Aetites. 

C1325 E. E. AUit.P. B. 1698 Erne h wed he watz & al 
ouer-brawden. 1387 Harrison England m. xti. (1878) n-79 
At this season there are found in England the Aetites (in 
English called the ernestone). 

Erne, obs. form of Earn v . 2 

c 1273 Lamb. Horn. 257 Ure erde is in houene, if we per 
efter erneS. 1326 Pilgr. Pcrfi (W. de W. 2531I 205 Harde 
herted art thou yf thyne herte erne not ne melte in suche 
remembraunce. 

Ernes, se, -st(e, -xst, -ys(t, obs. ff. Earnest. 
Ernute, -tte, obs. ff. of Earth-nut. 

Erode u'rdVd), v. [a. Fr. erode-r, ad. L. erd~ 
d-ere , f. e out + rodere to gnaw.] To gnaw away. 

1 . trans. Of the action of acids, canker, ulcera- 
tion, etc. : To destroy by slow consumption. 

1622 [see Eroding ppl. a.]. 1626 Bacon Sylva (2627) § 983 
It hath beene anciently received that the Sea Hare hath an 
Antipathy with the Lungs, .and erodeth them. 2630 Bulwer 
Anthropomel. 287 The blood, .becoming sharp, doth easily 
erode the vessels. 1762 Gentl. Mag. 274 A thick yellowish, 
matter, which eroded everything near it. iSit A. T. Thom- 
son Land. Disp. (2818' 432 Liquid muriatic acid, .erodes 
animal and vegetable substances. 1836 Todd Cycl. Anat. 
I, 232/2 The process of ulceration, .eroding the middle coat 
[of the vessel]. 1878 Huxley Physiogr. no All natural 
waters can dissolve carbonate of lime., and thus erode the 
limestone rocks. 

f b. transf. of a personal agent, rare. 

1781 E. Darwin Bot. Card., Econ. Vegetation 11. Notes, 
Hannibal was said to erode his way over the Alps by lire 
and vinegar. 

2 . Geol. Of the action of currents, glaciers, etc. : 
a. To wear away ; to eat out. b. To form (a 
channel, etc.') by gradual wearing away. 

a. 1830 Lyell Prim. Geol. I. 223 The river has filled the 
lake, and partially cut through the barrier, which it is still 
gradually eroding to a greater depth 1872 Tyndall Frapn. 
Sc. (ed. 6) I. vi. 214 The adjacent land seemed eroded m a 
remarkable manner. 

absol. 1862 Dana Man. Geol. 636 The stream . . com- 
mences to erode laterally during freshets. 1867 Murchison 
Siluria xx, <ed. 4’ 492 The deep ocean never erodes. 

b. 1830 Lyell Princ. Geol. I. 270 The materials through 
which the channel is eroded. 1839 B. F. Burton Centr. 
Afr. in Jrnl. Geog. Soc. XXIX. 122 Cups, and basins, 
eroded by the friction of the gravelly waters. 1872 W. S, 
Symonds Rec. Rocks vi. 266 Before the Lugg had eroded 
the track in which it now flows. 

3 . In etymological sense (see quot). 

1816 Kirby & St. EniomoL (2843) I. 3 28 The stone-eating 
caterpillars are now found to erode the walls, .solely for the 
purpose of forming their cocoons. 

Eroded (lib^ded),ppl. a. [f. prec. + -ed k] 

1 . In the senses of the vb. 

1741 Monro Anat. (ed. 3) The eroded Cells of the Bone. 
2880 Haughton Phys. Geog. iii. 78 The upturned and eroded 
edges of the Azoic strata. 

2 . Bot. Having the edge irregularly jagged. 
‘ Used to express a particular kind of irregular 
denticulation ’ (Loudon) ; =* Erose. 

Erodent (£rffu*dent), a. and sb. [ad. L. ero- 
dent-em. pr. pple. of erddere to Erode.] 

A. adj. ‘Applied to medicines which cause 
erosion ’ {Syd.Soc. Lex.). : B. sb. A ■; substance 
which erodes. In mod. Diets. 

Eroding (ih^-dig), vbl. sb. [f. Erode v . + 
-TNG k] The action of the vb. Erode ; in quot 
attrib. 

1862 Dana Man. Geol. fi 39 The eroding action of water 
during freshets becomes immense. 1863 Livingstone Zam- 
besi xxviii. 577 It is a kind of clay on which the eroding 
power of water has little effect. 

Ero’ding, ppl. a. [f. as prec. + -ing 2 .] That 
erodes. 

1612 S. H. Enckir. Med. II. 84 This infirmitie proceedeth 
from gnawing and eroding humours. 1741 Monro Anat. 
(ed. 3) 37 The Effects of eroding acrid Matter. 1803 Med. 


EROGATE, 
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ERRABLE, 


Jrnl. IX. 558 Eroding 1 ulcerations in the necTc. 1870 Tyn- 
dall in Times 15 Sept. 7/6 The eroding forces of the atmo- 
sphere had weathered and decomposed the molten rocks. 

t ESxogate, pph Obs. [ad. L. erogdt-us. pa. 
pple. of erogd-re : see next.] Equivalent to the 
later erogated. Distributed. 

1583 Stubbes Anat , A bus. n. 23 That some of our super- 
fluity might be erogate to them. 

t E rogate, v. Obs . [f. L. erogdt - ppl. stem of 
erogd-re to pay out, f. e out + rogdre to ask, the 
prig, sense being to pay out public money after 
asking the consent of the Roman people.] tram. 
To pay out, expend ; to distribute. Also absol. 

153X Elyot Gov. ii, viii, Aristotle delineth a liberal man 
to be he whiche doth erogate accordinge to the rate of his 
substance. 1550 Veron Godly Sayings (1846) 72 They 
thought that he should erogate and part his body emonge 
them. 1692 Bp. of Ely A us tv. Touchstone 119 No Man can 
Supererogate till he have first erogated, 1828 in Webster ; 
and in mod. Diets. 

f Eroga'tion. Obs. [ad. L. erogatidn-cm, n. 
of action f. erogdre : see prec.] The action of the 
vb. Erogate ; expenditure, esp. in the bestowal of 
gifts, almsgiving ; concr. in pi. money expended. 

1531^ Elyot Gov . 11. viii, Some thinke suche tpaner of 
erogation nat to be worthy the name of liberal! tie. 1563 
Foxe Life Latimer in Sernt. <$• Rem. (1845) p. xii, Works of 
erogation, foundations, oblations, r 1645 Howell Lett, iv, 
xlvii. (T.), Touching the wealth of England, it never also 
appeared so much by publick erogations and taxes, which 
the Long Parliament raised, 1652 Urquhart Jewel Wks. 
(1834) 254 He. .whose literate erogations reach to this and 
after ages. 1677 Hale Pomponius A tticus 204 His greatest 
Bounty and Erogations commonly employed upon those 
that were not in any likelihood of making him any return. 
ErogeTiic, a. Phys. [f. Gr. ipao-s sexual love 
+ -genic : after Fr. droglniquel\ That gives rise 
to sexual desire, 

1887 Binet fy Fern's A ?iim. Magnetism 152 In the case of 
some hysterical subjects there are regions in certain parts 
of the body termed by Charnbard erogenic zones. 
Eromancy, bad form of Aekomancy. 

1608 Day Law Trickes tv. ii, Deep Eromancy, or the 
pretious soule Of Geomantique spells and Characters. 1623 
Cockeram, Eromancie , divination by things in the ayre. 

Eron, obs. pi. of Egg sb. 

C1450 Two Cookery -bks. (1888) 82 And then make faire 
hater of rawe yolkes of eron. 

Erore, variant of Emm. Obs. 

Bros© (ir<?u*s). Pot. and Zool. [ad. L, erds-us, 
pa. pple. of erodere : see Erode.] Having the 
margin irregularly incised or indented, as if bitten 
by an animal. 

1793 T. Martyn Lang. o/Bot., Erosum folium, an eroseor 
gnawed leaf. 1852 Dana Crust. 1. 208 Hand and carpus 
unarmed, above minutely erose. 1870 Hooker Stud. Flora 
237 Sepals and petals erose obtuse. 

Erose, var. of /Erose {Syd. Soc. Lex.), 
Erosion (fnm-^n). Also 6eroysion. [a. Fr. 
erosion 9 . a. L. erosion-em , n. of action f. erodere ; 
see Erode.] 

1 . The action or process of eroding ; the state or 
fact of being eroded. Spec, in Geol. : cf. Erode v. 2. 

1541 R, Copland Guydon’s Quest. Chirurg. 2 Aijb, 
Holowe vlceres . . prqcede of two causes, that is to wete of 
exeysyon and of eroysion. Ibid. 2 Aiijb, Erosion. 1612 
Woodall Surg. Mate Wks. <1653*) 383 By extream erosion 
or corrosion of Caustick Medicines. 1753 Torriano Sore 
Throat 60 The Erosion or Rupture of the Vessels. 1774 
Goldsm. Mat. Hist. (1862) I. xiv. 75 Bounds are thus put 
to the erosion of the earth by water. 1813 Thomson Led. 
Inflamm. 369 The phenomena which it [ulcerative absorp- 
tion] exhibits were denominated erosion by Galen. 1838 
Todd Cycl. Anat. I. 450/2 The erosion or absorption of the 
cartilages. 1851-9 Darwin Geol. in A dm. Man , Set. Enq. 
294 Where ranges of cliffs exist the marks of the erosion 
of the waves may sometimes be expected to occur. 1854 
Woodward Mollusca iv. 11856) 41 We can often recognise 
fresh- water shells, by the erosion of those parts where the 
epidermis was thinnest. 

b An instance of erosion. 

1710 T. Fuller Pkarm. Extemp. 133 It [2. e. the Elec- 
tuary] is very profitable against . . erosions of the Mouth. 
1725 Bradley Earn. Did., Ulcer, a Solution of Continuity 
made by an Erosion of the soft Parts. 1744 Berkeley Sir/s 
$ 21 Ulcerous erosions of the inward parts. x88o Kinglake 
Crimea VI. viii. 184 The tumours, the erosions of the gums. 

2 . transf. nnA Jig. Also concr. 

1804 W. Taylor m Ann. Rev. II. 352 The expenders of 
rents are the most unproductive and useless class of citizens ; 
their income is a fairer object of erosion, than that of the 
industrious, .classes. 18x7 H. T. Colebrooke Algebra 311 
The erosion being subtracted from both diameters, etc. 
1889 Sat. Rev. 23 Mar. 331/1 About twenty per cent, of the 
Government majority has disappeared by the natural erosion 
of bye-elections. 

3 . attrib. Erosion Theory : the theory which re- 
gards the contour of the land as due to superficial 
denudation rather than to subterranean agencies. 

1879 Le Conte Elem. Geol. 251 Erosion inequalities, once 
commenced, tend to increase. 

Erosionist (?r d ‘gsnist). [f. prec. + -1ST.] 
One who upholds the erosion theory in Geology. 

1864 ReaderTXo. 94. 482/r The erosionists allow the oppor- 
tunities of ages. x88x Geikie in Macm. Mag. XLIV. 230 The 
Erosionists, or upholders of the efficacy of superficial waste. 
Erosive (frtfVs iv), a. [f. L. eros- ppl. stem of 
erodere (see Erode) + -ive.] Having the pro- 
perty of eroding. 


1830 Lvell Princ. Geol. I. 181 Should the erosive action 
not be accelerated in future, it will require upwards of thirty 
thousand years for the falls to reach Lake Erie. 1851 
Richardson Geol. x. 376 The erosive power of the water 
has been aided by the proneness of the volcanic rocks to 
decomposition. 1871 Tyndall Fragni. Sc. (ed. 6j I. ix. 297 
Proving its impotence as an erosive agent. 

ErOSO- {fro "so-), combining form of L. erdsus 
(see Erose) in ErcNSo-demtate a. Hot. and Zool. 
(see Dentate), toothed irregularly, as if bitten 
( Treas. Hot.). Ero^so-denti’cnlate a. Zool. ^see 
Denticulate). 

1848 Dana Zoopk. 270 The upper margin of the coral is 
very fragile and eroso-dentate. Ibid. 261 Lamellse finely 
eroso-denticulate.’ 

Erostrate (zfy'str^t). Hot. [f. E- prefix + b. 
rostr-nm beak + -ate.] Not having a beak. 

1866 in 'Treas. Bot. 

J|Erot©*ma. Rhet. Obs. [mod.L., a. Gr. !pa>- 
TTjpia , f. epaorauv to question.] = next. 

3589 Puttenham Eng. Poeste in. xix. (Arb.) 220 Erotema. . 
This figure I call the Questioner. 1678-1706 in Phillii?s. 
1721-1800 in Bailey. 

il Erotesis (emtrsis). Rhet. [mod.L., a. Gr. 
kpwrrjcns, f. epeoradv to question.] (See quot. 1845.) 

1657 J. Smith Myst. Rhet . 136. x6 78-1706 in Phillips. 
X72X-X800 in Bailey. 1845 J. W. Gibbs Philol. Stud. 
(1857) 206. Erotesis . . is a figure of speech by which a speaker, 
in the form of an interrogation, boldly asserts the opposite 
of what is asked ; as ‘ Creditis avectos hostes?’ 
Erotetic (er<?te*tik), a. [ad. Gr. kpcoTTjruca s, f. 
cpcoraeiv to question.] Pertaining to questioning ; 
interrogatory. 

1848 Hampden Bampt. Led. (ed. 3] 59 The erotetic 
method by which the Greek sage used to extort the truth 
from his reluctant opponent, 1853 H. Rogers Eel. Faith 
96, I have no skill in that erotetic method. 

Erotic (eqrtik), a. and sb. [ad. Gr. kpcoritc-bs, f. 
cpocs, spur -os sexual love. Cf. Fr. irotiquel\ 

A. adj. Of or pertaining to the passion of love ; 
concerned with or treating of love ; amatory. 

1651 Charleton Ephes. Cimm. Matrons it. Pref., 
That Erotic passion is allowed by all learned men to be a 
species of Melancholy, a 1789 Burney Hist. Mus. (ed. 2) 
I. v. 61 These modes had other ... dependent on them, such 
as the Erotic or amorous. 1823 tr. Sismondls Lit. Eur. 
(1846) I. xvi. 448 The lyric and erotic poets of his country. 
5850 Sir J. Stephen Eccl. Biog. I. 158 Arising from these 
erotic dreams, he suspended at her shrine his secular wea- 
pons. 2865 Hook Lives Abps. III. i. § 9. xoi The common 
language of civility, as addressed to a lady, was erotic. 

B. sb. a. An erotic or amatory poem. b. 
[after sbs in -ic, repr. Gr. -i/ri) (rex^J?)*] A ‘doc- 
trine * or ‘ science ’ of love. 

1858 Sat. Rev. V. 266/1 A lecture on popular erotics from 
the authoress. x86z Sat. Rev. 8 Feb. 150 Religious 
erotics are something worse than an offence against taste. 
1872 M. Collins Plunges for Pearl III. viii. 193 Instruc- 
tion in the famous science of erotic x888 A thenseum 18 Aug. 
2142 A strange doctrine of ‘spiritual wives’— a mystical 
erotic. Ibid. 2x5/1 The sublime erotic, free from all passional 
instincts. 

Hence f Ero'tical, a. Obs., of the nature of, or 
pertaining to, sexual love. Ero tically adv. , in an 
erotic manner ; in an erotic sense. Ero*ticism 
[ + -ism], erotic spirit or character. 

x 6 zx Burton Anat. Mel. in, ii. 1. ii, Jason Pratensis writes 
copiously of this Erotica! love. 1882-3 Schaff Encycl. 
Relig. Knowl. L398 Others [understand it' Song of Solomon)] 
erotically. x88x Sat. Rev. 9 July 53.'! The religious ero- 
ticism of Redi. X885 Ibid. 11 Apr. 483/x This martyr [Mme. 
de Montifaud] to eroticism. 

Erotism (e-r^tiz’m). [f. Gr. epoos, (poor- os + 
-ISM. Cf. Fr. erotismel\ Path. Sexual excite- 
ment. b. = Eroticism, rare. 

1849 Lancet ( I. 538/2 The erotism is excited by .. the 
medical practitioner. 1875 H. Wood Therap. (1879 ) 563 
The general perturbation too great, for erotism to be in- 
duced. x888 Athenaeum x8 Aug. 220/3 The love sonnets ... 
are free alike from erotism and from mawkishness. 

Erotology i,emtp*lbdgi> [f. as prec. + Gr. -\oyia 
discoursing : see -logy.] The * science ’ of love. 

x886 {title\ The Perfumed Garden of the Cheikh Nef- 
zaoui, a Manual of Arabian Erotology. 

Erotomania (emmt^m^-nia). Path. [f. as 
prec. + Gr. fiavia madness.] a. Melancholy or 
madness arising from passionate love ; b. (see 
quot. 1884). 

1874 Van Buren Dis. Genii. Org. 464 Erotomania is a 
species of insanity. 1877 Woodman & Tidy Forensic Med. 
726 Extreme sexual passion is called erotomania in both 
sexes. 1884 Syd. Soc, Lex., Erotomania. By some authors 
the term is restricted to those cases in which the imagination 
alone is affected ; _ by others the grosser forms nympho- 
mania and satyriasis are included. 

Erpetology, -ist : see Herp-. 

Err (§I\ vL Forms : 4-7 erre, (4 erry, 7 
arre), 4- err. [ME. erre, a. Fr. erre-r, Pr. and 
Sp. errar. It. err are, L. errdre'.— prehistoric *er- 
sare , cogn. with Goth, airzjan trans. to lead 
astray, OHG. irrdn trans. and intr. (Ger. irren)i\ 
i* 1 . intr. To ramble, roam, stray, wander. Obs. 
CX374 Chaucer Troylus iv. 274 0 wery ghost, that errest 
to and fro. 1382 Wyclif Gen. xxxvii. 15 A man fonde hym 
in the feelde errynge. 1481 Caxton Myrr. in. xv. 169 He 
erred so ferre by strange londes that he passed the flood of 
Ganges. 1549 62 Sternhold & H. Ps. evii. 40 And like- 
wise caused them to erre Within the wildernesse. i6ox 


Jonson Poetaster 1. i, In no labyrinth can I safelxer err 
Ihan when, etc. 1697 Dryden Virgil (J.‘, A storm of 
strokes, .errs about their temples, ears, and eyes. 

2 . To go astray; to stray from (one’s path or 
line of direction). Chiefly Jig. and now arch. 

1303 R. Brunne Handl. Synne 9517 Lewede men pat erre 
ful moche oute of the weye. c 1340 Ham polk Prose Tr. . 17 
Whoso myghte by be grace of Godd go pis way he sulde 
noghte erre. 1382 Wyclif Isa. liii. 6 AUe wee as shep er- 
reden. c 1440 Gesta Rom. 330 (Add. MS. ) Vayn, waveryng 
and erryng fro the faithe. 1552 Bk. Com. Prayer, Gen. 
Conf. , We haue erred and strayed from thy way es, lyke 
loste shepe. 1678 R. Barclay Quakers 15 He that Errs 
in the Entrance, is not so easily reduced again into the Right 
Way. 18x2 Byron Juan n. xciv, Probably it [a bird] might 
have err’d Upon its course. 1832 J. C. Hare in Philol. 
Museum I. 645 Indeed in this, as in every other practical 
question, there are two extremes into which one may err. 
1850 Iennyson hi Mem. Ixxiii, Nothing is that errs from 
law. 

b. To fail, miss; also, To err from (a mark or 
proposed end) : to miss, fail to strike, rare. 

c 1430 Lydg. Bochas 11. xxiii. (1554) 60 a, Kynd in her 
forge list nothing to erre. 1538 Starkey England 1. i. 19 
Erryth not from the end. 1703 Pope Thebais 772 On me, 
on me, let all thy fury fall, Nor err from me, since I deserve 
it all. 1732 — Ess. Man \. 142 But errs not Nature from 
this gracious end, From burning suns when livid deaths 
descend. 1801 Southey Thalaba 1. xlii, The Arrows . . err 
not from their aim, 

e. y qmLsi-trans. (But perb. way is the object 
of leading : ‘ I shall not err if thou lead the way’.) 

1667 Milton P. L. x. 266, I shall not lag behinde, nor 
erre The way, thou leading. 

8. To go wrong in judgement or opinion ; to make 
mistakes, blunder. Of a formula, statement, etc. : 
To be incorrect. 

1303 R. Brunne Elandl Synne 473 >if }?ou telle hem [xc. 
dremys] Jmn mayst hou erre. c 1380 Wyclif Sel. Wks. III. 
342 Petre suffride mekeli V -at Poul snybbide him whanne he 
erride. 1477 Earl Rivers (Caxton 1 Dides 9 b, Whan thy 
frende erreth or mystaketh him agenst the. 1552 Abp. 
Hamilton Catech. (18841 43 Quhasaever doutis or erris in 
the faith. 1591 Harington Grl. Fur. vn. 1 , By dreames, 
by oracles that never arres. 1650 Jer. Taylor Holy Living 
(J. v , Possibly the man may err in his judgement of circum- 
stances. 1784 Cowper Task 1. 662 Fancy . . Perhaps errs 
little, when she paints thee thus. x8ix A. T. Thomson 
Loud. Disp. (1818) 478 Both the above formulae err in this 
particular. 1856 Sir B. Brodie Psychol. Inq. I. ii. 42 It 
seems to me that the best writers . . have erred in consider- 
ing the mind too abstractedly. 

f b. quasi- trans with cognate object. 

1656 Handsom. Art if. Those that are so subject to erre 
customary errors in greater matters. 1659 Bp. Gauden 
Tears Ch. 281 In this it seems to have erred a Catholick 
errour. Ibid. 285 N ot once erring so Cathclick and great 
an errour. 1674 Hickman Qu inq Hart. * Hist. (ed. 2) 194 
They erre as bad an errour as the Pelagians do. 

4 . To go astray morally ; to sin. 

c X315 Shorkham 164 God wyste wel that man schold erry. 
a 1340 Hampolf. Psalter x. 8 He suffirs wrecched men to 
erre in thoght & word & dede. 1450-1530 Myrr. our Ladye 
22 They erre greatly that hastely . . say these holy houres. 
1482 Monk of Evesham (Arb.) 109 The perels of hem that 
offendyn and erryn. x6xt Biblf. 2 Chron. xxxiii. 9 So 
Manasseh made ludah,and the inhabitants of Ierusalem to 
erre. 1645 Waller Poet. Wks. (J.), The Muses’ friend.. 
With silent pity looks on all that err. 1871 B. Taylor 
Faust (1875) I. Prol., While Man’s desires and aspirations 
stir He cannot choose but err. 

*t* b. trans. ( nonce- tt sel) To make (a person) sin. 

1621 Burton Anat. Mel. 1. iv. 1. ii, The Lord of lies .. 
tempts by covetuousness, drunkenness, pleasure, pride, etc., 
errs, dejects, saves, kills .. some men. 

f 5 . trans. To do (a thing) wrongly or sinfully ; 
to make a mistake or commit a fault in. Chiefly 
pass. Obs. * 

a 1340 Hampole Psalter 497, I will amend h at i hafe 
err id. 1340 — Pr. Consc. 5733 For ilka thyng b ac erred es 
. . Man . . sal be ledde To h e dome. 1527 R. Thorne in 
Hakluyt Voy. (1589) 257 In this little Card I think nothing 
be erred touching the situation of the lande. 1644 Milton 
A reop. (Arb.) 79 To redresse willingly and speedily what 
hath bin err’d. 

t Err, sb. Obs. In 6 erre. [f. prec. vb.] An 
error, fault; also, erroneous belief, heresy. 

1509 Fisher Wks. 1. 260 A londe without erre. c x$xx 
1st Eng. Bk. Atner. (Arb.) Introd. 30/2 They haue a great 
erre for they save, etc. 

Errability (erabrliti). [f. Ekkable : see-iTY.] 
Liability to err. 

1705 Hickeringill Priesf-cr. 11. i. 8 How durst Church of 
England . . confess Errability and Fallibility ? 1850 D. 

Thomas Crisis of Being vi. xox Errability is an attribute of 
our common nature. 

Errable (e'rab’D, a. arch. rare. [f. Ebb v. + 
-able.] Fallible, liable to err. 

1665 J. Sergeant Sure footing 2x7 Experience teaching 
that men . . are errable. 1705 Hickeringill Priest-cr. iv. 
(1721) 219 The punishment of Schismaticks, that are De- 
serters from an errable Church, is unaccountable nonsense. 
1715 M. Davies A then. Brit. I. Pref. 8 Very errable and 
uninspir’d Penman, a 1718 Penn Tracts , Wks. (1726) I. 
604 Man is Errable. 1741 Berkeley Let. 7 June Wks. 1871 
IV. 272 We hold all mankind to be peccable and errable, 
even the Pope himself. 1839 J, Rogers Aniipopopr. 11. ii. 
xi6 Errable, liable to mistake. 

Hence t E'rrableness, Obs., liability to error. 

1653 W. Mountague Devout Ess. iv. § 4 Considering the 
errabfeness of our judgments, when extended to foreign and 
remote subjects. 1667 Decay Chr. Piety xvii. (1683'' 355 
The errableness of our nature. 1775 in Ash. 1828 in Web- 
ster ; and in mod. Diets. 
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Errable, -bull, obs. forms of E arable. 
Errabund (e*rab#nd), a. rare- 1 , [ad. L. 
errabund-us wandering to and fro, wandering 
about, f. erra-re: see Err.] Erratic, random. 

1834-43 Southey Doctor Interch. xiii. (1848)248 With 
your errabund guesses, veering to all points of the literary 
compass. 

Errancy (e*ransib ^Also 7 errancie. [f. Er- 
rant a. : see -ancy.] The condition of erring or 
being in error. 

1621 W. Sclater Tythes (1623) 161 In the Infancie, and 
as I may terme it, Errancie of the Church. 1811 Monthly 
Mag. XXXII. 143 The more remarkable cases of credulity, 
superstition, errancy of idea, etc. 1834 W. Waterworth 
Orig. Anglicanism 4 The Catholic Church, .denies the fact 
of the errancy of the Church. 1864 Ck. $ State Rev. No. 
26/2 Mr. Gladstone’s^ errancy has continued longer . . than 
that of any other politician. 

Errand (e*rand). Forms: 1-2 serende, 3-5 
eernde, erende, ernde, errnde ( Orm.\ arunde, 
(3 earende, erinde, erd(e)ne), 4 arende, arnd, 
erned, 5 erunde, 4-6 erand(e, errande, (4 er- 
aunt, -ond(e, herand(e, 5 -end, ardene, arend, 
eraunde, erdon, ernedde, erundi, hermide, 
Jieyrne, 6 haraunte, arande, arnede), 6-7 ar- 
range, 7 arrand, -end, earrant, earande, 6-8 
errant, (8 dial, amt), 4- errand. [OE. a erende 
str. neut., corresp. to OS. drundi , OHG. drunti , 
Aronti, Arandi (MHG. erende' } ON. eyrindi, brin- 
di, erindi neut. (Da. serinde, scrend, Sw. serende). 
The ulterior etymology is obscure: the OS. and 
OHG. forms seem to point to an OTeut. type 
*se.ru 7 idjo-{m, and the ON. forms to *ftrundjo-m 
neither of which is easy to reconcile with the other- 
wise plausible (arid generally accepted) connexion 
with Goth, dints, ON. drr, OS. iru, OE. mes- 
senger ; if any relation exists, the at of OTeut. 
*aints must be due to epenthesis.] 
i* 1 . A message, a verbal communication to be 
repeated t o a third party. Obs. 

c 890 K. /Elfred Baida 11. ix, He his hlafordes serende 
sec^an sceolde. a 1000 Guthlac 696 iGr.) Bartholomeus 
aboden haefde godes aerendu. c 1200 Ormin Ded. 259 Godd- 
spell onrqEnnglissh nemmnedd iss .. God errhde. cx 290 
Lives Saints (1887) 25 And seidt-n him he erende. cx 325 
E. E. Allit. P. C. 72 Now swe3e me jrider swyftly & say 
me his arende. 1393 Langl. P. PL C. xiv. 41 The mes- 
sages .with hus mouth telleh Hus erande, and hus lettere 
shewep. c 1440 York Myst. xx. 233 To ham youre herand 
for to say. 1535 Coverdale i Saw. xi. 5 So they tolde him 
[Saul] the Earande of the Men of labes. 1371 Campion 
j Hist. I rel. n. ix. 11633) 1 16 They pressed him sore with 
a trayterous errant, sent by his daughter the Lady of Slahe, 
to all his brethren. 1583 Stanyhurst sEueis 1. (Arb.) 22 
Tel your King, from me, this errand. 1725 He Foe Voy. 
round World { 1840) 93 The second messenger came in, and 
delivered his part of the errand. 1754 Sherlock Z>/.r£. (1759) 
I. iv. 153 Preachers of the Gospel were sent . . and the 
Errand was worthy of Him who sent them. 

b. In religious language : A petition or prayer 
presented through another (the Virgin Mary). 

c 1200 Triu. Coll. Horn. 167 Ure lafdi Seinte Marie here 
tire arende to ure louerd inesu crist. c 1440 Bone Dior. 
1857 Lady Mary free. .Here my errande, as thou well may. 
c 1460 Etnare 8 Mary, hevyn qwene, Bere our arunde.. To 
thy sone. _ 1849 -53 Rock Ck. of Fathers III. ix. 341 The 
‘ handmaid of the Lord ’ was looked upon as one among the 
appointed bearers of our errands unto heaven. 

2 . A going with a message or a commission : 

a. In an elevated or dignified sense : A mission, 
embassy, an expedition for a specific purpose. 
Now arch., poet., or rhetorical. 

axooo Andreas 213 (Gr.) Ne maeg ]>aes aerendes ylding 
wyrSan. 1063 0. E. Chron., Hig hegdon aarende on hine 
to bam cyninge Eadwarde. 1683 Temple Mem. Wks. 1731 
I.477, I never obey’d the King so unwillingly in my Life ; 
both upon Account of an Errand so unnecessary, and, etc. 
1744 Thomson Summer 526 Immortal forms, On gracious 
en-ands bent. 1837 W. Irving Capt. Bonneville II. 257 
They met the guide returning from his secret errand. 1856 
Kane Arct. ExpL 1 1 . xxi. 207 The scene . . impressed my 
brother when he visited it on his errand of rescue. 

b. In mod. colloquial language, esp. : A short 
journey on which an inferior [e.g. a servant, a child) 
is sent to convey a message or perform some 
simple business on behalf of the sender. Phrases, 
to run {on) errands, logo on) an errand. 

1642 Charles I Declare 12 Aug. Attending the doores 
of both Houses to be employed in their errants. 1859 
Dickens T. Two Cities 11. i, He was never absent during 
business hours, unless upon an errand. 

C. Phrases, A foods errand : a profitless under- 
taking. f A sleeveless errand : see Sleeveless. 

1705 Hickeringill Priest-cr. 1. (1721 ‘1 20 Did not the Pope 
send all the Princes of Christendom upon a Fool’s Errand, 
to gain the Holy Land ? 1840 Marryat Poor Jack viii, 
The doctor's come on a fool’s errand. 2884 Century Mag. 
Nov, 59/1 He was only going on a fool’s errand again. 

3 . The business on which one is sent ; in wider 
sense, the object of a journey, a purpose, intention. 

a 1225 A ncr. R. 246 Clene bone . . cumecS in biuoren Almihti 
God, & ded be erinde . . wel. ^1230 Gen. <$• Ex. 1402 Eliezer. . 
tolde hem. .And for quat erdene he Sider nam. r 1340 Gaza, 
gf Gr. Knt. 257 To wone any quyle in bis won, hit watz not 
myn ernde. a 1400 Cov. Myst. (1841) 282, I come ageyn 
Fulleche myn Erdon for to spede. C2400 Destr. Troy 522 
The woman . . vnder shadow of shame shewid forth hir ernd. 


2432-30 tr. Higden (Polls) I. 243 To exercise theire causes 
and erneddes. 1483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 263/4 Gotard . . for 
certeyne necessitees and erandes retorned into placence. 
2484 Poston Lett. No. S8r III. 314 Your sunne dede hese 
heyrne ryght wele as ye shal her aftyr this. 2598 Yong 
Diana 24, I . . tooke out before me a few goates . . bicause 
I would not goe without some errant. 1609 Skene Reg. 
Maj. 179 Commissions of Justitiarie, suld nocht be granted 
. . for langer space nor the earand in hand may be conve- 
niently perfited. _ 1610 T. Lorkin in Ellis Orig. Lett. 11. 251 
III. 221 The chief errand of my last Letters was to let you 
understand of our safe comming hither. 1699 Bentley Phal. 
70 He had another errant to Persia, than buying of Slaves. 
179 ° Paley Horx Paul. Rom. i. 9 The errand which brought 
him to Jerusalem. 2883 Ouida Wanda L 3 This errand 
was distasteful. 

4 . To make an errand : a. (cf. 2) to make a 
short journey; b. (cf. 3) to find a pretence for 
going. 

C1400 Rom. Rose 2513 If thou, .any errand mightest make 
Thider, for thy loves sake. 1491 Act 7 Hen. VII, c. 22 
Pream., Y made myn erand unto you for seyng of evy- 
dence. 1349 Edward VI Jrnl. in Rem. (1857-8) 249 Gui- 
dotty made divers harauntes from the constable of Fraunce 
to make peace with us. 1580 North Plutarch 729 (R.) 
He himself made an errand home to fetch such things as 
he lacked. 1589 Nashe An at. Absurditie 13 Women .. 
will not stick to make an errant ouer the way. 1830 Mrs. 
Stowe Uncle Tom's C. xxvii, Tom . .after vainly waiting for 
him to come out, determined, at last, to make an errand in. 

5 . aitrib. and Comb., as errand-bearer, -bringer, 
-cart, -goer, -porter ; errand-bearing adj. ; also, 
•f erindebere, ME., = errand-bearer ; errand- 
boy, a boy kept to run on errands ; so errand- 
lad; f erendes-man, ME., an ambassador; er- 
rand-making#., that finds an excuse for accosting 
or intruding upon a person. Also Erendrake. 

a 1223 A ncr. R. 60 pe liht eie . . is ase *erindebere [C. erende 
beorere] of \>t lihieheorte. a 1300 Cursor M. 3226 (Cott.) 
Apon his kne he did him suere pat he suld be lei errand 
berer. 13. . Interloc . Poem in Rel. Ant. I. 146 Thu salt be 
my herand-bere. 1815 Tweddell Remains lxviii. 300 (Jod.) 
Savoyard [a term] for chimney-sweeper and *errand-boy at 
Paris. 1838 Dickens O. Twist x, The tradesman leaves 
his counter . . the errand boy his parcels, the schoolboy his 
marbles. 1879 ‘ E. Garrett ’ (.Mrs. Mayo > House by Wks. I. 
66, 1 will send the errand boy with thee to carry a note. 1720 
Ozell Vertot's Rom. Rep. I. iv.235 The Consuls . . ordered that 
*Errand -bringer of theirs to be driven away ignominously. 
1810 Edin. Rev. XV. 342 Who employs the drivers of *er- 
rand-carts to distribute them indiscriminately to travellers. 
1865 Dickens Mut. Fr. 1. v, He was *errancl-goer by ap- 
pointment to the house at the corner. 18C7 Pall Mall G. 29 
June x 3/2 Here, too, were *errand lads, shop lads, clerks. 
1599 Warn. Fairs Warn. 1. 355 These ^errand -making gal- 
lants are good men. That cannot pass, and see a woman sit 
.. But they will find a ’scuse to stand and prate, c 1205 
Lay. 24862 Nah na man demen *erendes-mon [c 1273 lieren- 
drake] to daeSen. 1818 Scott Hrt. Midi, xxi, A tattered 
cadie, or *errand-porter . . exclaimed in a strong north- 
country tone. 

Hence + Brrattdee'r [ -f -eer] (see quot.). 
E*rrander [ +• -er 1 ]. rare. One who goes on an 
errand. E'rrandry [ + -ry] — Errand. 

1736 Bailey, Errandcer, a scout at Oxford. 1803 G, 
Stephens Bugge's N. MythoL 41 A shrub forgotten by the 
erranders. 2834 Disraeli Rev. Epick 1. xxxi. 44 Swift To- 
morrow [is] but a truant hind, That lags upon a graceless 
er ran dry. 

Errant (e*rant), a. (sb.). Also 4-5 erraunt(e, 
errawnt(e, 7 errand. See also Arrant, [a. Fr. 
errant, originally two distinct words, which, how- 
ever, were to some extent confused in Fr. In the 
senses represented by branch I it is pr. pple. of 
OF. errer (pr. t. oirre), also written <f srer, earlier 
edrer vulgar L. iter are ( — literary late L. iiin- 
erare, -art) to journey, travel, f. iter journey. In 
the senses represented by branch III it is ad. L, 
errant-em pr. pple. of errdre (Fr. errer , of learned 
origin) to stray, wander, Err. The primary notion 
in branch II is uncertain ; it seems natural to in- 
terpret thief errant as 1 vagrant’ thief, and so to 
refer it to errare ; but if Romanic scholars be right 
in xeftnmgjttif errant (see 3) to iterare, this deri- 
vation may be correct here ; or perh. the two words 
were already confused when the phrase arose.] 

I. Itinerant, travelling. 

A. adj. 

1 . [after Fr. chevalier errant \ cf. 1 ensemble 
oirrent li chevalier ’ quoted in Godef.] Said of 
knights who travelled about in quest of adventure. 
See Knight-errant. 

[c 134.0 Gaw. <5* Gr. Ent. 810 Kn^t erraunt.] 1470 Malory 
Art hum. xii. 134 Here maye ye see what auentures befallen 
oftyme of erraunte knyghtes. 1596 Spenser F. Q. v. vi. 6 
Now she deuiz’d, amongst the warlike rout., to seek© her 
errant Knight. 1629 Massinger Picture xn. v, I have read 
the tales of errant Knighthood. 1663 Butler Hud. 1. i. 
2i Chief of Domestick Knights and Errant, Either for 
Chartel or for Warrant. 1813 Scott Triertn. 1. x, He 
journey’d like errant knight the while. 

b. transf. (often as pr. pple.) : Travelling, roam- 
ing (in quest of adventure, or like a knight-errant). 
poet, or quasi *qrch. 

? a 1634 Chapman & Shirley Ball iv, We bee no Ladies 
errant. 1805 Wordsw. Prelude ill (1850) 466 Boys and 
youths Forsook their homes, . errant in the quest Of Patron. 
1834 Sir H. Taylor Artevelde n. v. iii, (184a) 256 Errant for 
geste and enterprise. 1838 Mrs. Oliphant Laird of Nor - 


law I. 289 Thinking of that ship, or of the sons of other 
mothers who were errant in her. 2858 Sat. Rev. V. 61/2 
That same lady-errant who, etc. 

c. That is in the spirit of a knight-errant ; also, 
with notion of 9, erratic, ‘ quixotic 5 . 

1822 B. Cornwall Ep. to Sir J. Lawrence in Misc. 
Poems, With pleasure which rewards mine errant pains. 
2874 T. Hardy Madding Grazed I. xxviii. 306 Her temerity 
in such an errant undertaking. 

1 2 . Fawn errant [OF. paonnet errant (Rom. 
Roscj\\ in chess, a travelling pawn, one that has 
been advanced from its original square. 

c 1369 Chaucer Detke Blauncke 661 Fortune seyde .. 
* mate ’ in mid pointe of the chekkere With a powne erraunt. 

f 3 . Errant Jew [F r. jnif errant] : the ‘ Wander- 
ing Jew * ; in quot. transf. 

la 1400 Morie A rth. 2895 Thus es }>e geante for-juste, that 
errawnte Iewe. 

f 4 . In the designations of certain English legal 
functionaries: bailiff- errant (see Bailiff 4) 
[AF. baillif errant , 14 Edw. Ill, st. 1. c. 9] ; 
justice - errant [AF. justice - erraunt , Britton 
c 1 290 ; in Anglo-Lat. always juHiciarius itin- 
erans ], a justice who travels on circuit. 

2502 Arnolde Chron. (2812) 3 Our lord the Kynge. .shall 
not assigne Justicis wythin the cite .. other than Justicis 
errauntis to the tour of London, etc. 1574 tr. Littleton's 
Tenures 105 a, The original and the processe were sente 
beefore Justices errantes,_ where the parties came. 1642 
Tenues de la Ley 141 Justices that goe circuit, and Bailiffes 
at large, .are therefore called Justices Errants and Bailiffes 
Errants. 

5 . Said^)?^. of itinerant functionaries, offices, or 
jurisdictions. 

2638 Penit. Conf. ix. (1657) 2 9 2 Whether every, errant 
Priest is so furnished, that comes unto them in that name? 
1874 Helps Soc. Press, iv. 60 All the functionaries of 

f overnment were more errant. 1887 Gore in Expositor 
une 417 We find,. side by side with., the local ministry 
of Bishops and Deacons, a still general or errant ministry. 

jB. sb. A knight-errant; one who travels in the 
manner or spirit of a knight-errant. 

a 1643 W. Cartwright Lady Errant iv. i. (x6$i y 50 Truth 
is the essence of our Order, we Who are errants cannot de- 
ceive and be,^ 1689 Evelyn Mem. 11857) III. 309 Isaac 
[Vossius] was invited thither [to Sweden] by the heroic and 
royal errant. 2822 Shelley in Hogg Life!. 4x4 If we were 
errants, you should have the tilting all to yourself. 

II. In senses of Arrant 2-6. 

•f 6. In phrase thief errant, errant (arrant') 
thief', in Chaucer, the leader of a band of robbers ; 
subsequently, a notorious, ‘ common 5 thief. Obs. 
ex c. in form Arrant. 
c 1386-1822 [See Arrant 2.] 

f 7 . Used as an intensive with sbs. of reproachful 
sense : Thoroughgoing, * unmitigated 5 : see Ar- 
rant 3, 3 b. 

. 1393-1538 [see Arrant 3]. 2619 W. Whatkly Cods Hush. 
i. <2622) 76 Thou art an errand grosse hypocrite. 2719 [see 
Arrant 3]. a 1720 Sheffield 'Dk. Buckhm.) Wks. 12753) 
II. 131 Doing a thing in one Parliament, and ordering it 
to be no precedent to another, is an errant bull. 2776 [see 
Arrant 3 b]. 1840 Smart says that errant is ‘ often wrongly 
used for arrant' , 

f 8. Without opprobrious sense: Thorough, 
downright absolute, unquestionable. Obs. 

1644 Milton Ar op, ( Arb. ) 63 Protestants arid professors, 
who live and dye in as errant and implicit faith, as any lay 
Papist of Loretto. c 1698 Locke Cond. Underst. (1781) 20 A 
country gentleman who. .can away with no company whose 
discourse goes beyond what claret and dissoluteness inspire. 
To such a one truly an ordinary coffee-house gleaner is an 
errant statesman. 1703 Mrs. Centlivrk Love's Coniriv. v, 

I shall become as errant a husband as you’d wish. 1710 
Cromwell Let. 5 Nov. in Pope's Wks. V. 99 He is so errant 
a whig, that he strains even beyond his author, in his passion 
for liberty. 

f b. as pred. ? Unquestionable. 

1653 Hales Brevis Disq. in Phenix (1708) II. 333 Unless 
we take that for errant which is in question. .Whether the 
Pope be the infallible Judg of Controversies. 

III. Straying, wandering, erring. 

0 . Astray, wandering, roving » straying from the 
proper course or place ; having no fixed course. 

1 1 n first quot. used as a mere pple. } 

14. . Circumcision in Tund ale's Vis. (1843) 97 To bryng 
the lost schepe ageyn. .That was erraunt ydyl and in vayne. 
1590 Spenser F. Q. w. viii. 6 A shady glade .. to her 
reveald By errant Sprights, but from all men conceald. 
2606 Shaks. Tr. 4- Cr. 1. iii. 9 As knots. Infect the sound 
Pine, and diuerts his Graine Tortiue and erant from his 
course of growth, a 2720 Sheffield iDk. Buckhm. Wks. 
(2753) II. 7 'l'he Lord Rochester at the place appointed, who 
. .brought an errant life-guard man. 1828 Scott F. M. Perth 
xix, When he has seen the errant damsel safe home, It will 
be time enough to claim his reward. 1861 Temple & Trevor 
Tannhauserix With errant foot He wander’d on to H(’;rsel. 
2863 Dickens Mut. Fr ' n. vi, With an errant ' motion of his 
hands as if he could have torn himself. 

'fb. Said of the planets (L. siellee errant es 
=* Gr. aartpes irkavijrat) as opposed to the fixed 
stars. Obs. 

2616 R. C. Times' Whis. 246 Astronomers that can foretell 
eventes . . By errant pianettes & by fixed starres. 2646 Sir T. 
Browne Pseud. Ep. iv. xii. 210 There are just seven Planets 
or errant Starres in the lower orbs of heaven. 2646 G, Daniel 
Poems Wks. 1878 I. 27 Tis but her Errant motion ; Hee, 
the Same Light, to the world. [2860 Emerson Cond. Life 
viii. Wks. (Bohn) II. 428 He heard a voice none else could 
hear From centred and from errant sphere.] 
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+ c. Tn the classification of diseases ; ^ Erratic. 
1621 Burton A nat. Mel. t. i. 1. ii, Diseases. .Errant, 
Fixed, Simple, etc. 

10. Erring in opinion, conduct, etc. ; deviating 
from the correct standard. 

1609 G. Chapman End Leant, in Farr 5". P. Jos. / (1848) 
253 Skill, that doth produce But tearmes and tongues, and 
parroting of arte, Without that powre to rule the errant 
part. 1676 Evelyn Diary 6 Sept., The famous beauty and 
errant lady the Dutchesse of Mazarine. 1S81 G. F. Watts 
in 19 tk Cent. Mar. 452 Correcting errant taste in dress. 
1883 Brit. Q. Rev. July 4 To counteract an errant condition 
by another condition which is itself errant, 
b. Used as sb. rare. 

1839 J. Rogers A ntipofiopr. vi. 219 Oh lunacy, insanity, 
madness. .Oh papal errant, how great is your error I. .how 
ridiculous your creed ! 

E'rrant, v. nonce-wd. [f. prec.] intr. To 
travel abroad .like a knight errant). 

1807 Sir R. Wilson Jrnl.x 4 Nov., The British soldier, .has 
the advantage of erranting for his service. He seeks his 
glory abroad. 

Erranteer, var, of Errandeer. 

1736 in Bailey. 

+ Errantic, a. Obs. [f. Errant a. + -ic.] Of, 
pertaining to, or characteristic of, knights errant. 
So Erra'ntical a. 

1654 Gayton Pleas. Notes in. ii. 73 Presented ten thou* 
sand whirlygigs, Windmils, and Turne-pikcs to his erran- 
tick soule. Ibid. iv. xxv. 283 They have been rid many 
hundred of more then errantick miles. 1612 Shelton Quix. 
I. 1. vii. 47 The erranticall Knighthood ought to bee againe 
renewed. 1654 Gayton Pleas. Notes i. viiu 29 For Sancho 
having now two capacities, the one personall, and the other 
Squire erranticall, etc. Ibid. n. v. 57 For the Don . . sets 
her out in her erranticall titles. 

Errantly (e*rantli), adv. [f. Errant a. 4- -ly 2 .] 
Wanderingly, at random ; without definite purpose. 

1831 Carlyle Sari, Res. (18581 168 Into how many strange 
shapes, of Superstition and Fanaticism, does it not ten- 
tatively and errantly cast itself, 1859 Chamb. Jrnl. XI, 349 
The images flit, .so errantly and transiently, 

E'rrantness. rare -°. [f. as prec. +■ -ness.] 
The state or fact of being errant 
1730 6 Bailey (folio', Errantness, wandering faculty. 

Errantry (enantri). [f. Errant + -ry.] The 
condition of being errant; the condition of a 
knight-errant ; conduct or notions characteristic of 
a knight-errant. See also Knight-errantry. 

1654 Gayton Pleas. Notes 1. i. 2 As appeares by his Er- 
rantry, which is but a neater word for wandring. 1661 K. 
W. Con/. Charac. (i860) 20 He sends so many St. Georges 
to an eternal errantry never to returne to his burnt bottometh 
pocked. 1733 Fielding Quix. 1. v, I should not have fol- 
lowed his errantries so long. 1825 A. W. Fonblanque in 
West. Review IV. 398 Sheridan’s part in this affray was 
considered by the shrewder observers as a ridiculous piece 
of errantry. 1881 Duffield Don Quix. Pref. 35 On the 
return home from their errantries. 

+ E rrantship. Obs. \ nonce-wd.) [f. Errant 
sb. 1 - -SHIP.J The personality of a (knight- 1 errant. 

1654 Gayton Pleas. Notes iv. xix. 265 When Maritornes 
and his Errant-ship were im bracing. 

Errata ; see Erratum. 
t Errat:e. Obs. Anglicized f. Erratum. 

1548 Hall Chron. (1809) Introd. 12 For what young man 
. . wiien he cometh to more ripenes of yeres. . doth not amend 
and change into better, his old errates and wanton actes. 
1654 V ilvain Epit. Ess. Pref. B. iv. b, Verses with sundry 
Errats are distended. 

Erratic (enenik), a. and sb. Forms: 4 er- 
ratike, -tyk, 6 erratik, -fcycke, 7 erratique, 
7-8 erratick(s, 6 - erratic, [ad. L. errdtic-us y 
f. err are to wander, Err. Cf. Fr. erratique. J 
A. Wandering; prone to wander. 

1. First used in certain special applications : 
f a. Erratic star : a planet. Obs. 
c 1374 Chaucer Troy Ins v. 1824 He saw with full avise- 
ment The erratike sterres, herkemng armonie. 1413 Lydg. 
Pilgr. Stnvh v. i. 70 The seuene name couthe planetes, that 
ben cleped of clerk es sterres erratiks. 1549 Compl. Scot. vi. 
(1873) 47 Cosmaghraphie. .sal declair the mouyng. .of the 
sternis fixt, and stemis erratic. 1655-60 Stanley Hist. 
Philos. (1701) 187/2 The Erratick [stars) are seven. 1774 J. 
Bryant Mythol. II. 32 If. . these, .stones related to the seven 
erratic bodies in our spheres [i. e, the planets]. 

b. Said of pains, or diseases which are not 
fixed, but move from one part to another, as gout, 
rheumatism, etc. 

1547 Boorde Brett. Health cxlviii. 54 The Erratycke and 
commyxt fever. 165* Biggs New Disp. 178 Materiall cause 
of all erratick pains. 1715 N. Robinson Tk. Physick. 154 
Costiveness, succeeded with a slow Erratic Fever. 1748 
tr. V egejnis’ Distemp. Horses 12 This Ailment, because it 
is erratick, all of a sudden removes to the other foot. 

f C. Erratic Poppy \ transl. G.papaver er rat iatm 
(Pliny), identified by Eng. writers with the Wild 
or Corn Poppy (Papaver Phceas). 

1661 Lovell Hist. Anim. <$* Min. 193 Endive, roses, and 
erratick poppies. 1672 Jordan London Triumph, in Heath 
Grocers' Comp (1869)494 A wreath about her head, consisting 
of variety of grain . . intermingled with . . erratick Poppies. 

1 2. Wandering from place to place ; vagrant ; 
nomadic. Obs. ; shading off into 4 . 

1656 Blount Glossogr Erratique , that wanders or creeps 
this way and that way. 1725 Pope Odyss. xn, 74 Through 
the vast waves the dreadful wonders move, Hence named 
Erratic by the gods above. 1751 Johnson Rambler No. 141 
t 10 When fortune did not favour my erratick industry, I 
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gleaned jests at home. 1757 Burke Abrnigm. Eng. Hist. 
Wks. X. 539 This erratick justice [when the courts travelled 
with the kings] must have been productive of infinite incon- 
venience to the litigants. 1808 Pike Sources Mississ. 11. 175 
Those savages although erratic .must remain long enough 
in one position to cultivate this grain. 1816 Scott Old 
Mart. Introd., No entreaty could induce him to alter his 
erratic way of life. 1816 G. S. F aber Grig. Pagan Idol. 
1 1. 220 At this period Delos was supposed to have floated in 
an erratic state on the surface of the waters. 

b. Biol. 

1857 Wood Com. Obj. Seashore 99 They are rather mi- 
gratory in their habits, but not erratic, for they seem to go 
over the same course week after week. 1871 T. R. Jones 
A nim. Kingd. (ed. 4) 286 The first period of their existence, 
during which they lead an erratic life, then closes. 

3. Erratic blocks , boulders , in Geol. : stray 
masses of rock, foreign to the surrounding strata, 
that have been transported from their original site, 
apparently by glacial action. 

a i8zS W. Phillips Treat. Geol. ( Humble), The magnitude 
of the transported rocks is such as to deserve the name of 
erratic blocks. 1849 Murchison Siluria i. (1867) 19 To the 
unskilled eye Russia presents only monotonous undulations, 
chiefly covered by mud, sard, and erratic blocks. 1859 
Darwin Grig. Spec. xii. (1873) 330 Erratic boulders and 
scored rocks plainly reveal a former cold period. 1871 
Tyndall Fragm. Sc. (ed. 6) I. yiii. 270 We crossed Creag 
Dhubh, and examined the erratic blocks upon its sides. . 

4. Irregular or uncertain in movement ; having 
no fixed course. 

1841 Gatlin A". Amer. Fnd. (1844) II. xlyii. 97 My erratic 
wanderings. 1854 Moseley Astron. lxxviii. (ed. 4) 218 The 
attraction of Jupiter, .upon this erratic comet. 1879 G. W. 
Cable Gld Creole Days 150 Short remnants of the wind now 
and then came down the narrow street in erratic puffs. 

5. Irregular or eccentric in conduct, habit, or 
opinion. 

1841 Disraeli Amen. Lit. (1867)623 The genius of Dee 
was as erratic as the course of life he shortly fell into. 1876 
M. Davies Unorth. Lond. 23 To gather up those erratic 
spirits that now stand aloof from any religious school. 1885 
Miss Braddon Wyllard's Weird I. 17 He did not appear 
at luncheon, but . . he is always erratic. 

B. sb. 

1. An erratic person : fa. A vagabond (obs.). 
b. One who is eccentric in modes of action, elc. 

1623 Cocke ram, Erratick*, a Rogue. 1669 Gale Crt. 
Gentiles 1, 11. iii. 35 Euripides cals the Bacchic Priests .. 
Erratics, or wanderers. 1816 G. S. Faber Grig. Pagan 
Idol. III. 340 The canonized erratic vouchsafed to inform 
Eadmer that he disapproved of returning to his old station. 
1833 Frasers Mag. XII. 274 It is . . only by following the 
erratics through their concentric courses that we can trace 
out the manifold ways and vices of man. 

f2. An erratic star, a planet. Obs. rare . 

1714 Derham Asiro-Theol. n. 11. (1769) 74 Our Sun doth 
[warm] the erraticks encompassing it. 

3. Geol. An erratic block. 

1849 Murchison Siluria xx. 505 The huge erratics of the 
later cold period. 1882 Dawkins in Nature XXVI. 436 
Icebergs, melting as they passed southwards, deposited . . 
erratics. 

b. Comb. 

1881 G. M. Dawson in Nature XXIII. 281 The drift- 
covered and erratic-strewn character of the country. 

Erratical (erartikab, a. 6c sb. [f. prec. + -al.] 

1. Wandering. 

1620 Bp. Hall Hon. Mar. Clergy 200 This man's wit 
wanders with his erratical l sy node. 1646 J. Maine Agst. 
False Proph. 31 Those erraticall, uncertain, wandring night- 
fires . . which shine only to lead Travellers out of the way. 
1650 Fuller Pisgah 1 v. ii. 20 The Midianites especially led 
erraticall lives. 1721-1800 in Bailey. 

2. f Deviating from a given type. b. Guided 
by no rule, capricious, irregular, strange. 

1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. 11. vi. 95 And therefore 
come not forth in generations erraticall, or different from 
each other. 16 98 W, Chi loot Evil Thoughts iv. (1851)48 
Unhappy conjunctions oftentimes prove the consequence of 
such erratical motions. 1854 Ruskin Two Paths ii. 70 And 
enough bad teaching, to bring out very erratical results. 

f B. sb. = Erratic B. 2 . Obs. 

1647 Lilly Ckr. Astral, clxxxv. 796 Were the scurvy 
position of ^ in 55 seconded with other malignant positures 
of the Erraticals. 

Hence Erraticall y adv. y in an erratic manner ; 
irregularly, capriciously. Erra-ticaln.es s. 

1613 M. Ridley Magn. Bodies 99 Varieth their direction 
diversely, and erratically v> 1775 in Ash. < 1861 Wilson & 
Geikie Mem. E. Forbes xii. 427 The remainder of this year 
was spent somewhat erratically, 1862 Lytton Sir. Story 
I. 166 The needle stirred, indeed, but erratically. 1884 H. 
Sturmev Tricyclisi’s Indispens, Ann. 12 The machine is 
made to steer very erratically. 1730-6 Bailey (folio), Er- 
raticalness , wandring faculty. 

t Erratile, a. Obs. rare. [ad. L. errdtilis, f. 
err are. J a. Of a star ; Wandering, b. Erro- 
neous, mistaken. 

1652 Gaule Magastrom. 66 To . . note all the stars (both 
fixed and erratile) under which one is born, and that with- 
out any errour or erratile apprehension in himself. 

t Erration. Obs.- 0 [acl. L. errdtion-em , n. of 
action f. errare to wander.] 

1623 Cockeram, Erration , a wandring to and fro. 1730 6 
in Bailey (folio). 1832 in Webster. 

Erratum (er^'tmn). PI. errata, [a. L. erra- 
tum, neut. pa. pple. of errare : see Err.] 

1. An error in writing or printing; chiefly , an 
error noted in a list of corrections attached to a 
printed book. 


1589 Mar/rel Epit. Gb, Errata, or faults escaped. 1632 
Quarles Div. Fancies iv. xxxv. (1660) 151 The World’s 
a Book .. Tis falsly printed, though divinely penn'd, And 
all th’ Errata will appear at th’end. 1691 Norris Pract. 
Disc. 247 God .. upon a Solemn Review of his Works 
found not one Erratum in the whole Book of Nature, x'714 
Sped. No. 579 ? 1 The Company of Stationers made a 
very remarkable Erratum or Blunder in one of their Edi- 
tions [of the Bible]. 1756 C. Lucas Ess . Waters I. Pref., 
The long Catalogue of errata that disfigures this work. 
£1817 Hogg Tales <$• Sk. II. 234 An erratum to a volume." 
1824 J. Johnson Typogr. II. vi. 142 The errata are put im- 
mediately before the body of the work, or at the end of it. 
1875 Jowett Plato (ed. 2) I. p. vii, I have inserted as cor- 
rections under the head of errata, 
b. t>ansf 

1771 F ranklin A ntobiog. Wks. 1840 I. 26 This I therefore 
reckon one of the first errata of my life. 

112. a. Like other plurals in -a, errata often 
appears in 1 7 - 1 8 th c. with the addition of -s or -es 
without alteration of sense, b. At the same period, 
eri*ata occurs as a sing., = f list of errata and in 
that sense takes -es in pi. 

a. 1644 Quarles Skeph. Orac. xi, Hee’s a page Fill’d 
with Errata s of the present age. 1678 Yng. Man's Call. 
53 Look back upon time past . . that the former errata's and 
miscarriages of life maybe henceforth corrected. 1727 Swift 
Further A cc. E. Cur U, Resolved, That a number of effec- 
tive errata's be raised out of Pope's Homer. 

b. 1635 T. Lambarde To Rdr. in IV. Lambarde' s A r. 
cheion. Those that . .swallow the Errours for Errataes. 1650 
Earl Monm. tr. Senault's Man become Guilty A. 4 a, I have 
made an Amends by printing an Errata. 1659 Heylin Ex- 
ameji Hist. II. 150 Such Misnomers are so frequent in him, 
as might make a sufficient Errata at the end of his History. 
1663 Gerbier Counsel 105 The Errataes at the end of books. 

3. alt rib. in pi. 

a 1852 Moore Devil among Schol. 35 In whom the dear 
errata column Is the best page in all the volume 1 

Err aunt, obs. form of Errant. 

Erre, var. of Arr, Obs., wound, scar. 
a 1340 Ham pole Psalter xxxv ii. 5 Myn erres . . bat is |>e 
wondes of my synnes. c 1450 Mir our Saluacioun 265 
Shewing his wouncles errys. 1562 Bulleyn Bk. Simples 
14 a, Anoint the faces of children, that haue the small 
Pockes, when the said Pockes be ripe, to kepe them from 
pittes or erres. 

Erre, var. of Irre, Obs., wrath. 

<7 x450 Myrc 1225 Hast thow had enuye and erre To hym 
that was thyn ouer herre. 

Erred (5id>, ppl. a. rare. [f. Err + -edL] 
Used erroneously ; misapplied. 

1602 Warner Alb. Eng. ix. xlix. (1612) 226 Catholiques 
(that erred name doth please the Papists). 
tE'rreS. Obs.pl. [a.. OF. erres p\.: see Arles.] 
Earnest-money ; an earnest. 

c 1425 Leg. Rood (1871) 217 To bye hys chaffare j>e child 
payed erres. 

t E rrevous, a. Obs. rare— 1 , [f. erre, Irre, 
anger, after plenievous, bountevous, etc.] Wrathful. 

a 1420 Hoccleve De Reg, Princ. 84 Alle his angre and 
his erreuous {prmted errenous] talent Refraynede he. 

Errlline (e-rain', sb. (and a.) Med. Also 7 
errhin. [ad. mod.L. errlmmm , ad. Gr. epptv-ov, f. 
kv in + ptv nostril. Cf. Fr. errhin adj.] 

1 . 1 A medicine which when applied to the mucous 
membrane of the nose increases the natural secre- 
tions and produces sneezing ’ (Syd. Soc. Lex.). 

1626 Bacon Sylva 1631 § 38 Powders . . (which the Phy- 
sicians call Errhines) put into the Nose, draw Flegme, and 
water from the Head. 1634 T. J ohnson tr. Pare/s Chining. 
xxvi. xxxv. <[1678) 654 Drie Errhines are to be blown into 
the nose with a pipe or quill. 1710 T. Fuller Pkann. 
Extemp. 1 51 Errhines are to be us'd cheefly in the Morning. 
1875 H. Wood Therap. (1879) 557- 
t 2. A plug of lint steeped in such a medicine 
for insertion in the nose. Obs. 

[i6xx Cotgr., Errhzne, a tent-like medicine applyed vnto, 
or put into, the nose, etc.] 1601 Holland Pliny, Explan. 
Words of Art, Errhines be deuises made like tents, sharper 
at one end than the other, to bee put vp into the nose. 1758 
J. S. Le Drans Observ. Surg, (177 11 *149, 1 hooked it with, 
an Errhine, and divided the Skin with a Bistoury. 

3. as adj. Having the action of an errhine (Syd. 
Soc. Lex.). 

1876 Harley Mat. Med. 380 Externally it is rubefacient 
and errhine. 

Erring (5*rig), vbl. sb. [f. Err + -ingL] The 
action of the verb Err ; fan instance of the same, 
a fault, 

1483 Cath. Angl. 117 An Errynge, erratus, error. 1649 
H. Lawrence Some Consid. 38 Two sorts of errings. 
1654 E. Johnson Wond.-wrkg. Provid. 175 Yet have they 
their errings as well as others. 1699 Pomfret Love Triumph, 
over Reason , There’s no erring twice in Love and War. 
1727 Hartf. To Fr. Orange (R.), Isis, whose erring on the 
modest side Th’ unkind and ignorant mistake for pride. 
Erring (5*rir}), ppl . a. [f. Err v. + -ing 2 .] 
That errs in senses of the vb. : fwandering, roam- 
ing (obs.) ; deviating from the right or intended 
course, missing the mark; that is in error, or 
commits errors in opinion or conduct. 

a 1340 Hami-ole Psalter xiii. 1 Delite of synn egges 
errand men to ween God noght to be. c 1400 Lay Folks 
Mass-bit. App. v. 394 As an Errynge pylgrym in the ser- 
uyse of the myghty and dredful god of loue, how many 
perylous passages and wayes that I ha passyd by, 160a 
Shaks. Ham. 1. i. 154 Th’ extrauagant, and erring Spirit, 
hyes To his Confine. 1623 Whitbourne Newfoundland 
Pref. 14 This Ship was intercepted by an English erring 
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Captaine. 1651 Hobbes Leviath. m. xlii. 310 Danger . . 
may arise to Religion, by the Subjects tolerating of an 
Erring Prince, etc.. 1697 Dryden Eneid (T,), He all those 
erring parts described so well, That Theseus conquer’d, 
and the monster fell. 1715-20 Pope Iliad v. 24 His sound- 
ing spear, Which . . spent in empty air its erring force. 
1836 J. Gilbert Chr. A tonem. ii. (1852) 39 Still to erring, 
wilful man, the way to life is strait. 1875 Jowett Plato 
ted. 2' I. 173 The erring act which is done without know- 
ledge is one in ignorance. 

+ b. Erring star — planet. Obs. 
c 1449 Pecock Repr. v. i. 480 Erring stems. 1647 H. 
More Song of Soul n. in. in. xv, So doth the Earth one of 
the erring Seven Wheel round the fixed sunne. 1697 Dry- 
den Virg. 1 J.), Fix’d and erring stars dispose their influence. 

Erringly ( 5 *riqli>, adv. [f. prec. + -ly^.] In 
an erring manner, in the senses of the verb. 

1815 Wordsw. IV k. Doe Ded. , He serves the Muses err- 
ingly and ill, Whose aim is pleasure light and fugitive. 1835 
New Monthly Mag. XLIV. 69 That army, like a rudderless 
bark, floats erringly. 2842 D’Israe: i Amen. Lit. {1867! 131 
A standard from which the prevalent style of its contempo- 
raries has erringly diverged. 

Erriwig, -wiggle, dial, form of Earwig sb. 
1830 Forby Norf. Sf Stiff oik Voc. 106 Erriwiggle , an 
earwig. 1879 Miss Jackson Shropsh. Word-bk . 134 Looks 
like a throttled erriwig. 

Erronecrsifcy. ? nonce-wd. [f. Erroneous, after 
the analogy of curiosity , etc.] - Erroneousness. 

X840 New Monthly Mag. LIX. 501 All his opinions, .were 
founded on ‘ erroneosity \ 

Erroneous (erju-n/as). Forms: 4-7 erro- 
nious (e, 5-6 erronyousfe, (5 arronious, ero- 
nyous, 6 erreoneous, irony os, 7 erroneus), 4- 
erroneous. pad. OF. erroneus, f. L. erroneus 
(whence mod. F. errone) vagrant, wandering (post- 
class. also 1 erroneous’) , f. errdn-em vagabond, f. 
errdre to wander : see -ous.] 

+ 1 . Wandering, roving ; moving aimlessly, va- 
grant. Also quasi-tfrfo. Ohs. 

1460 Capgrave Chron. 252 The bischoppis . . opened no 
mouth to berk ageyn these erroneous doggis. 1667 Milton 
P . L. vn. 20 On th’ Aleian Field I fall Erroneous, there to 
wander and forlorne. 1704 Newton Optics (1721) 91 This 
Circle, by being placed here, stopped much of the Erro- 
neous Light, a 1777 Fawkes tr. Halley's Eulogy on Newton, 
With what proportion’d force The Moon impels, erroneous 
in her course, The refluent main. 

t b. Straying from the proper course. Obs. rare. 
1731 Arbuthnot A liments 165 An erroneous Circulation 
{that is, when the Blood strays into the Vessels destin’d to 
carry Serum or Lymph). 

t 2 . Straying from the path of right or virtue, 
morally faulty, criminal. Obs. or arch. 

1593 Shaks. 3 Hen . VI, u. v. 90 What Stragems? how 
fell? how Butcherly? Erreoneous, mutinous, and vnnaturall. 
1634 Sir T. Herbert Trav. 55 The Prophet used today 
this stone on the shoulders of the erronious. 1777 Dodd 
in Boswell Johnson 1 1848)542 My life for some few unhappy 
years has been dreadfully erroneous, a 1797 H. Walpole 
Mem. Geo. II (18451 I. vii. 95 The probability was, that 
himself had been erroneous. 18x9 Byron Juan m. xii, Shut 
The book which treats of this erroneous pair. 

+ 3 . Straying from the ways of wisdom or pru- 
dence ; under the influence of error, misguided. 
Obs. or arch. 

1512 Act 4 Hen, VIII, c. 19 Pream., The seid Frensche 
kyng . , abydyng in his . . erronyous mynde. 1526 Pilgr. 
Perf. (W. de W. 1531) 55 He .. sleeth. by confessyon the 
wormes of the scrupulous and erronyous conscience. X594 
Shaks. Rich. Ill, 1. iv. 200 Erroneous Vassals. 1640 Loud. 
Petit, in Rushw. Hist. Coll. <1692) I. 94 The great en- 
crease of . . Ignorant and Erroneous Men in the Ministry. 
1684 Bunyan Pilgr. 11. 64 marg., Tis difficult getting of 
good Doctrine in erroneous Times. 1685 Baxter Paraphr. 
N. f. (1701) Matt. vi. 22 If thy judgment then be blind 
which must guide thee, what a miserable erroneous wretch 
wilt thou be. 1759 Goldsmith Miscell. Wks. (1837) III. 246 
Leibnitz, .being Very erroneous himself, cannot be expected 
to have bequeathed precision to bis followers. 1775 J ohnson 
Tax. no Tyr. 87 That erroneous clemency. x8xo Crabbe 
Borough xx, And should have strengthened an erroneous 
heart. 1829 Southey Sir T. More 1 . 133 He who shows 
himself grievously erroneous upon one important point must 
look to have his opinions properly distnisted upon others. 
absol. 

x6ox Cornwallyes Ess. ii. xxix. (7631) 42 He will never 
instruct the erronious for a frowning reply quailes him. 
1649 -Alcoran 188 God prolongeth the life of the erroneous. 

4 . Of doctrines, opinions, statements, etc. : Con- 
taining errors; of the nature of error ; incorrect, 
mistaken, wrong. 

C1400 Test. Love 1. 277/2 See ye not everie wight that to 
these erronious opinions were assentaunt. 1494 Fabyan 
Chron. vn. 539 (The] erronyouse opynyons of y e sayd heresy 
[Wyclifs]. r 1530 More Anstv. Frith Wks. 12557) 833/1 A 
letter of sir Thomas More knight impugning the erroniouse 
wry ting of John Frith agaynst the blessed sacrament of the 
aulter. 1556 Chron. Gr. Friars (1852) 63 What an ironyos 
oppynyone is this unto the leye pepulle. 1667 Milton 
P. L. x. 969 How little weight my words with thee can 
find, Found so erroneous. 1711 J. Greenwood Eng. Gram. 
246 Mr. Ray says this spelling is erroneous and that, flood 
and blood . . ought to be written find, bind. 1757 Burke 
Abridgm. Eng . Hist. Wks. 11842) II. 529 His astronomy is 
. .imperfect and grossly erroneous. 1822 Imison Sc. <$• Art 
II. 2 But modern chemistry has shown that this was an 
erroneous supposition. 1845 Budd His. Liver 53 The 
erroneous impression that abscesses exist in the liver only. 

b. Of a legal proceeding: Faulty in law, irre- 
gular ; chiefly, vitiated by * error ’ in the technical 
sense : see Error 4 c. 
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2495 Act 11 Hen. VII, c. 59 Pream., For so muche as 
the same utlagarie is arronious. 2601-2 Fulbecke 1st Pt. 
Parall. 58 Otherwise the iudgment is erronious. x8x8 Cruise 
Digest (ed. 2) V. 109 The same lands were granted to two 
different persons, which was repugnant and erroneous. 1848 
Wharton Law Lex 226/2 Any matter appearing on the 
face of the record, which shews the judgment to be erro- 
neous. 

Erroneously (er<5u-n/9sli),<z<A>. [f. Erroneous 
+ -ly In an erroneous manner : f a. In an 
erratic or wandering manner, b. In a misguided 
manner, under the influence of error, e. Other- 
wise than is the fact; incorrectly. 

a. 2528 Roy Sat. (1845) xii We wander in darcknes With 
out light erroniously, 

b. 1512 Act 4 Hen. VIII, c. 19 Pream., Erronyously 
defendyng and maynteynyng his seid obstynate opynyons. 
1655 Fuller Ch.-Hist 1. 2 They who erroneously conceive 
one God too little, will find two too many. 1726-7 Swift 
Gulliver tj.), I. .conceived it, perhaps, erroneously, rather 
to be rigorous than gentle. 1855 Macaulay Hist. Eng. 
IV. 330 They erroneously imagined that there was an exact 
analogy between, etc. 

C. 1578 Lyte Dadoensw. xliv. 203 This flowre is called 
Aflfodilius . . but very erroniously. 1646 Sir T. Browne 
Pseud. Ep. hi. xviii. 153 If vision ., receive its objects 
erroneously, (it is called] Hallucination. 2675 Ogilby Brit. 
17 It iscomputed, but erroneously, mid- way between Durham 
and Newcastle. _ 1751 Johnson Idler No. 100 r 1 Which 
produce very mischievous mistakes when they are erron- 
eously interpreted. 2879 J. Grant in Cassell’s Techn. 
Educ. IV. 382/2 Hitherto been set down most erroneously 
in all maps, 

Erroneousness (ertfu-nibsnes). [f. as prec. + 
-nes l] The quality of being erroneous. 

1624 A. Wotton R untie frotn Rome €8 , 1 haue alreadie. . 
discouered and proued the ^rroneousnesse of the faith of 
that Church. 1748 Hartley Observ. Man 1, iii. 391 The 
Erroneousness of the Judgment in Children and Idiots. x8x8 
Hallam Mid. Ages (1872) III. 299 The erroneousness of 
this religion. 1854 Toulm. Smith Parish (1857) 11, I shall 
show the erroneousness of the . . notion. 

+ Jtrrroxiist. Obs. rare— 1 , [f, L. errdn-em vaga- 
bond (cf. Erroneous) + -ist.] ? A teacher of 
false doctrine. 

1654 E. Johnson Wonder-wrkg. Provid. 98 These Er- 
ronists. .Cry out against a learned Presbitery. 

Error (e'rojt). Forms: 4 erur, errur(e, 4, 6 
erroure, 4-8 errour, (4-5 arrour, -owre, er- 
rowre, 5-6 err ore, 6 erore), 4- error, fa, OF. 
error, errur , errour (mod.Fr. erreur ) = Pr. and 
Sp. error, It. errore -L. error-em, f. errdre to 
wander, Err. (Some of the early forms may be 
due to the influence of OF. erreur e Lat. type 
* erraturam ). 

Down to the end of the 18th c. the prevailing form w^s 
errour, which is the form given by Johnson .md by To. Id 
(x8i8); Bailey’s Diet, introduces error in X753, and this 
spelling is now universal. (In wonts which have -rr- before 
the suffix, as horror, terror, mirror , the spelling of -or for 
an older -our is accepted by British us well as American 
writers.)] 

I. 1 . The action of roaming or wandering; 
hence a devious or winding coimm', a roving, wind- 
ing. No w only foot 

The primary sense in Latin; in l'r. «nd ling, it occurs 
only as a conscious imitation of Lat. usage. 

2594 Daniel CompL Rosamond Wks. (2717) 50 Intricate 
innumerable Ways, With such confused Errors. 16 io 
Guillim Heraldry xvi. 1660) 201 Being by error lost, they 
[dogs] have refused meat. 1636 B. Joxson Discov. Wks. 
(ed. Rtldg.) 765 x His error by sea, the sack of Troy, are 
put not as the argument of the work. 1654 R. Codrington 
tr. Ivstine 318 But Archagathus was taken by them, who 
had lost his Father in the error of the night. 1667 Milton 
P. L. iv. 239 The crisped Brooks, Rowling. . With mazie error 
under pendant shades. 2673 Lady's Call. 1. iv. F 13. 30 
[The moon] has a kind of certainty even in her planetary 
errors. 1743 R. Blair Grave 99 Where the . .stream has slid 
along In grateful errors through the underwood. 2720 Gay 
Poems (2745) I. 13 If an enormous salmon chance to spy The 
wanton errors of the floating fly. 2872 Tennyson Gareth 
Lynette 1183 The damsel’s headlong error thro’ the wood. 

II. 1 2. Chagrin, fury, vexation ; a wander- 
ing of the feelings; extravagance of passion. Obs . 

[A common use in OF. ; cf. Irour, a. OF. irour anger, 
which may have been confused with this word.] 
c 2320 Sir Beues 2907 Tho was Beues in strong erur. 
c 1325 Coer de L. 5937 Kyng Richard pokyd [?[>o kyd] gret 
errour, Wratbe dede hym chaung colour, 4*2450 Merlin 
xx. 318 A-boute his herte com so grete errour that it wete 
all his visage with teeres of his yien. 2460 Ly beaus Disc. 
1081 The lord wyth greet errour Rod hom to hys tour. 

III. The action or state of erring. 

3 . The condition of erring in opinion ; the hold- 
ing of mistaken notions or beliefs ; an instance of 
this, a mistaken notion or belief; false beliefs, 
collectively. Phrases, To be, stand in, lead into 
error ; + without en'or =* ' doubtless \ 
a 1300 Cursor M. 16900 (Cott.) pan sal rise mar [>an be- 
forn errur of vr fai. c 1340 Ibid. 25225 (Cott. Galb.) All men 
}>at in errure iss for to be broght vnto )>i blis. c 1340 Ham- 
pole Prose Tr. 9 Astronomyenes . , beyre errowre es reprof- 
fede of haly doctours. 1340 — Pr. Consc. pyrjj J>us sal 
hai bring (>e folk in errour Thurgh (?air prechyng.^ c 2400 
Maundev. xxxiv. (Roxb.) 255 To mayntene )>am in J>aire 
mawmetry and haire errour. 2450 M ykc 63 Forsakest [thou] 
alle heresies and arrours. 2475 Caxton Jason 84 The king 
Serath confessid thenne openly that without errour appollo 
was a god. c 2500 Pol. Rel. <§* L. Poems 44 And if sche wot 
nat whbo it is, butestonde in erore. 1548 -9 (Mar.) Bk. Com. 
Prayer 227 We are brought out of darkless and error. 2596 


Shaks. Merck. V. in. ii. 78 In Religion, What damned error, 
but some sober brow Will blesse it? 2646 Sir T. Browne 
Pseud. Ep. 1. iii. 8 B’or Error, to speake strictly, is a firme 
assent unto falsity. 2756 C. Lucas Ess. Waters I. 33 The 
general 'notion, that springs are colder in summer and 
wanner in winter, is but a vulgar error. 1776 Gibbon Deed. 
% Fall I. xv. 340 The paths of error are various and infinite. 
1830 V. Knox Bedard's Anat. 194 This circumstance has 
led those into error. 2860 Tyndall Glac. u. iv. 249 Let 
us here avoid an error which may readily arise out [of]/he 
foregoing reflections. 1875 Jowett /Varied. 21 V. 236 Actions 
done in error are often thought to be involuntary injustice, 
b. personified. 

1590 Spenser F. Q. i. i. 267 God help the man so wrapt 
in Errours endless train. 1601 Shaks. Jul. C. v. iii. 69 O 
Error soone conceyu’d, Thou . . kil’sf the Mother that en- 
gendred thee. 1646 J. Hall Horse Vac. 6 Though error bee 
blinde, shee sometimes bringeth forth seeing Daughters. 
2738 Wesley Psalms Ixxx. xv, And Error in ten thousand 
Shapes Would every gracious Soul beguile, 
fc. A delusion, trick. Obs. rare. 

c 2320 Seuyn Sag. (W.) 2353 So longe thai vsed this errour 
Thai were richcher than th’ emperour. 

4 . Something incorrectly done through ignorance 
or inadvertence ; a mistake, e.g. in calculation, 
judgement, speech, writing, action, etc. Phrase, 
To commit an error. Clerical error (see Clerical). 

a 2340 Ham pole Psalter Comm. 45 Errour in hit is ther 
non. c 2425 Wyntoun Cron. v. xii. 2S6 Huchowne bath 
and j>e autore Gyltles ar of gret errore. 2483 Caxton 
Cato 3, I . .byseche all suche that fynde faute or errour that 
of theyr charyte they correcte and amende hit. 1538 Star- 
key England 1 16, I wyl confesse thys to be y grete errore 
in our commyn wele. 2590 Shaks. Mids. N. v. i. 250 This 
is the greatest error of all the rest ; the man should be put 
into the Lanthorne. 2652 Hobbes Leviath. 1. iv. 15 For 
the errours of Definitions multiply themselves. 2720 H. 
Bedford Viitd. Ck. Eng. 282 With all the Errors of the 
Press corrected in it with a Pen. 2781 Cowper Friendship 
iv, Boys care but little whom they trust, An errour soon 
corrected. 1816 Playfair Nat. Philos. 323 The first solu- 
tion of the problem of the Precession, .given by Newton. . 
is not free from error. 1855 Macaulay Hist. Eng. III. 125 
He could hardly fail to perceive that he had committed a 
great error. 

fb. A mistake in the making of a thing ; a 
miscarriage, mishap ; a flaw, malformation. 
Nature's error * lusus naturee. Obs. 

2398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. v. i. (2495) 101 This wonder- 
full errour [abortion] happyth moost in shepe and geete. 
1413 Lydg. Pilgr Soxvle iv. xxx. ' 1483 78 Hit behoueth . . tha t 
it [a statue] be fourged right withoute ony errerur, 1697 
Dryden (J.), He look’d like Nature’s errour, as the mind 
And body were not of a piece design’d. 2792 Boswell 
Johnson (1816) 1 . 87 Sure, thou art an errour of nature, 
e. Law. A mistake in matter of law appearing 
on the proceedings of a court of record. Writ of 
error : a writ brought to procure the reversal of a 
judgement, on the ground of error. By the Judica- 
ture Act of 1875 writs of error are limited to 
criminal cases ; in civil cases appeal is substituted. 
Plamtiff, defendant in error : the parties for or 
against whom the writ of error is used. Court of 
error (U. S.J, a court of appeal in cases of error, 
f Clerk of the errors (see quot. 1706 ). 

2495 Act 11 Hen, VII, c.59 § 2 The seid utlagaries. . were 
reversed bymeane of errour aftir the due order of your 
lawes. 1641 Termes de la Ley 142 Errour is fault in a 
judgement, or in the processe, or proceeding to judgment, or 
in the execution upon the same in a Court of Record. 1663 
Butler Hud. 1. 11. 163 Lawyers . . Do stave and tail with 
Writs of Error. 2699 Luttrell Brief Rel. (1S57) IV. 505 
The place of clerk of the errors, worth £400 per annum. 
1706 Phillips, Clerk of the Errours, an Officer of the 
Common-Pleas, whose Business it is to Copy out and 
Certifie the Tenour of the Records of a Cause or Action, 
upon which the Writ of Errour is brought into any of those 
Courts. 1775 Sheridan Rivals Pro!, i. 31 No writ of error 
lies— to Drury Lane I 2817 W. Selwyn Law Nisi Prius 
II. 1121 If the defendant avow for so much rent arrear, part 
whereof is not due at the time of the distress, and enters 
judgment for the whole, it will be error. 1822 Marshall 
Const. Of in. (1839) 239 The counsel for the defendant in 
error. 2827 Hallam Const, Hist. (1876) II. xii. 428 During 
the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries writs of error from 
inferior courts to the house of lords became far less usual. 

d. Math. The quantity by which a result ob- 
tained by observation or by approximate calcula- 
tion differs from an accurate determination. Eiror 
of a planet : the difference between its observed 
place and that indicated by calculation. Error of 
a clock: the difference between the time which it 
indicates and that which it ought to indicate. 

1726 tr. Gregory's Astron. I. 123 All the Errors of the 
Body L, arise from the Forces represented by the Right 
lines AM, MN. 1833 Herschel Astron. iii. 136 By apply- 
■ ing its [clock’s! error and rate . . he dan . correct its indica- ■: 
tions. 1838 De Morgan Probab. 135 The number of positive 
and negative errors will in the long run be equal. 1878 Tait 
& Stewart Uns. Univ. iii. 123 The same law as that of the 
Probability of error. 

5 . A departure from moral rectitude ; a trans- 
gression, wrong-doing. 

In mod. use conveying the notion either of something not 
wholly voluntary, and so excusable, or of something im- 
prudent as well as blameable. Cf. 4. 

C1330 R. Brunne Chron , (1810) 78 William the Conquerour 
changis his wikked wille, Out of his first errour. 2303 
Gower Conf. I. 21 Where lawe lacketh errour groweth. 
1477 Earl Rivers (Caxton) Dictes 11 That they shuld 
escheue al errours & applye them to all good dedis. 2535 
Coverdale Wisd. i. 12 O seke not youre owne death in y« 
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erroure of you re life. i6ix Bible Heb. ix. 7 Blood* which 
he offered for himselfe, and for the errors of the people. 
1713 Berkeley in Guardian No. 8 Allusions to the errors 
of a very wild life, *792 Burke Corr. {18441 III. 407 It is 
an error, not of the head, but of the heart. x8o© Mrs. 
Hervey M our tray F am. II. 261 Capital vices? Say, rather, 
fashionable errors. xSsi Kingsley Lett. (1878) I. 252 Every 
error must in God's universe, bring down on itself, .some 
cognate misery. 

6. Comb as error-blasted \ - darkened , -proofs 
- stricken , - tainted \ - teaching , adjs. ; error-holder. 

1647 Ward Simple Colder 16 A . . minde . . f Error-blasted 
from Heaven and Hell. 1657 S- W. Schism Dispach't 558 
The obscurity of ambiguities is most proper and least 
offensive to his *errour-darkned eyes. 1377 Cleary's A nat. To 
Rdr. g They are . . condemned for ignoraunt men, and *"errour- 
holders. 1646 Shirley To Stanley, Let me deal plainly 
with your youth, Not *error-proof yet 1871 E. Burr Ad 
Fidem iv, 63 Bring truth home, to ^error-stricken souls. 
1637 S. W. Schism Dispach't 239 The poison of heresy 
and *error-tainted opinions. 1833 G. S. Faber Recapit. 
Apostasy 721 Giving heed to ^error-teaching spirits and to 
doctrines concerning demons. 

Error (e*rai), v. Law . [f. prec. sb.] brans. 

To determine or decide to be erroneous (a decision 
of a court). 

1828 in Webster ; and in mod. Diets. 

Errorfol (ctoiM), [f, Error sb. +■ -PUL.] Er- 
roneous, faulty. 

1563-87 Foxe A.§ M. 990 Brought in by eri-orfull cus- 
tome. 

t Erro rious, a. Obs. In 5 herrorious. [f. 
Error + -(i)ous.] ? Holding erroneous tenets. 

x543 Harding Chron. ccxi. foi. ccviii, Then fled the 
lorde Cobham herrorious [w. r. erronyryuse] To Wales, so 
with lollers many one. 

Errorist (e*rarist). [f. Error + -ist.] One 
who is inclined to error; one who encourages and 
propagates error. 

1647 Ward Simple Cobler 17 Prudent men .. should clpe 
well not to ingage themselves in conference with Errorists. 
1849 Blackiv. Flag. LXV. 537 Our feelings are with such 
errorists. 1874 J. H. Blunt Diet Sects 4 Adalbert an 
errorist of the eighth century., was opposed to St. Boniface 
Winfred, 

Errorless (e*railes). [f. Error + -less.] With- 
out error; free from fault or mistake. 

1836 Ruskin Mod. Paint , III. iv. viii. § 18 It. .brings out 
the positive creature, errorless, unquestionable. x868 Gko. 
Eliot Sp, Gipsy 234 Shipwrecked man.. Sees that ful Might 
is errorless despair. 1878 P. Bayne Purit. Rev. viii. 338 
His Satan incarnates with errorless accuracy the Puritan 
conception of superlative sin. 

Hence Errorlessness, the state or condition of 
being free from error. 

1873 Holyoake Co-op. Eng. I. 244 Sincerity does not con- 
note or imply errorlessness. 

t E'rrorous, a. Obs. In 7 errourous. [f. Er- 
ror + -ous.] = Erroneous. 

1633 Ames Agst. Cerent. 1, 62 By reason of an errourous 
Conceit. 

t ErS- ? Obs. [a. Fr. ers » Pr. ers, app. cogn. 
with Cat. er, Sp. yero, yervo, It ervo L. ervum.J 
The Bitter Vetch {Ervum Ervilia L.). 

1578 Lyte Dodoens iv. xxiv. 482, 1879 Prior Plant-n. s.v. 
Ers(e, obs. ff. Arse, q, v. Comb, ersgerdyll 
( = ^arse-girdle) ; ers wort ( — * arse-wort ) , some 
plant (see qnot.). 

1438 E. E. Wills (1882) no To Edmond of Cornewayle an 
ersgerdyll of siluer. a 1400 Shane MS. job/x Pilosella . , 
■.[French] pilocelle . . lambestounge uel erswort. 

Erse (§is), a. Forms : 4 Erische, Erysche, 
4-7 Ersch(e, 7 Erish, 8 Ears©, 8- Erse. [An 
early Sc. variant of Irish ; either repr. OE. fisc, 
or ON. Irskr, or possibly descending from a 
parallel form retaining the vowel of Olr. Eriu 
Ireland.] 

1 1 . In early Sc. use : = Irish. 
c 1375 Barbour Bruce xiv. 123 The erische {v.r. ersch] 
kyngis. Ibid. xvr. 309, xvm. 115. 

2 . Applied by Sc. Lowlanders to the Gaelic 
dialect of the Highlands (which is in fact of Irish 
origin), to the people speaking that dialect, to 
their customs, etc. Hence in 18th c. Erse was 
used in literary Eng. as the ordinary designation 
of the Gaelic of Scotland, and occasionally extended 
to the Irish Gaelic ; at present some writers apply 
it to the Irish alone. Now nearly Obs. 

e x 373 [Implied in Barbour's use of Ershry ; see below]. 
c 1470 Henry Wallace 1. 217 Thow Scot, abyde . . Ane 
Ersche man till it war thi kynd to wer. [But per h. this be- 
longs to 1.] X500-20 Dunbar Dame Sev. Deadly Sins 116 
Thae tarmegantis, with tag and tatter, Fful lowd in Ersche 
begowth to clatter.^ 1769 I)e Foe's Tour Gt. Brit, IV. 236 
Though the Inhabitants of Inverness speak English, yet 
there are scarce any who do not understand the Erse or 
Irish. 1773 Boswell Johnson 15 Oct., Miss M‘Lean pro- 
duced some Erse poems by John M‘Lean, who was a 
famous bard in Mull. 1777 Johnson in Boswell Apr., The 
Erse dialect of the Celtick language has, from the earliest 
times, been spoken in Britain. 1782 Shaw Authentic. 
Ossian 14 The_Ear.se dialect of the Gaelic was never written 
nor printed until Mr.Macfarlane. .published, in 1754, a trans- 
lation of Baxter's Call to the TJncon verted. 1785 Burns 
Addr. to Deilxix. 1796 Morse Amer. Geog. II. 209 The 
language, which is called the Manks, is radically Erse, 
or Irish. 1823 Byron Juan vnt. xxiii, He was what Erin 
calls, in her sublime Old Erise of Irish. *838 Penny Cycl 
XI. 32. s.v. Gaelic. The language spoken by the Scottish 
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Highlanders is familiarly known among the Lowlanders by 
the name of the Erse, or according to the more usual pro- 
nunciation the Ersh, that is plainly the Eirish or Irish. 2864 

I. Taylor Words <$■ Places (1873) 129 The Erse of Ireland, 
the Gaelic of the Scotch Highlands, and the Manx of the 
Isle of Man. 

Hence f Errseman, Obs., a man who is Erse by 
birth or descent, f 33 *rs 3 iry, the Gaelic-speaking 
inhabitants of Ireland and Scotland : see Irishry. 

1500-20 Dunbar Dance Sev, Deadly Sins 1x3 Ffar north- 
wart in a nuke Be he the correnoch had done schout, Ers- 
chemen so gadderit him abowt, In Hell grit rowme thay 
tuke. 1373 Barbour Bntce xviii. 443 All the erisehry..of 
Argyle and the Ilisalsua. X425 Sc. Acts Jos. /, § 6x (1814) 

II, xxAnde for twa causis ande prindpaly sene kingis 
notourus rebellouris ar reset in Krschry [ed. 1397 Irishrie] 
of Yrelande. 

Ersh: see Earsh dial., eddish. 

Erst ( 5 .ist), a. and adv. Forms : 1—3 serest, 
&rost, eerst, 2-4 ©rest, 3-4 arst, (4 ? ©roust, 5 
erast, ©erst), 3 -7 earst, (3 earest), 4-6 erst©, 
(6 ierst, 6, 7 yerst), 4- erst. [OE, sorest, superl. 
of dr (see Ere) ; repr. OTeut. *azrisio -, whence 
OHG. Prist (MHG. Prist, mod.G. erst), OS. Prist 
(Du. eerst).} 

A. adj. 

f X. First in time or serial order. Obs. 
a 1000 Gnthlac 408 (Gr.) W<es seo eereste earmra gaesta 
costung ofercumen. c 1x73 La?nb. Horn. 75 Ec ofheom 
wrat b er of his uers and sancte peter wrat bet ereste. 
c 1203 Lay. 2646 pes wes j>e aereste [c 1275 ereste] king ]>e ferde 
vt to raeuing. a 1225 Leg. Kath. S85 pes alre schafte schup- 
pent, Schawde ure eareste aldren. .pe wit & te wei of lif. 
a 1225 A ncr. R. 10 Powtl be erest ancre. 

f 2 . absol. in advb. phrases. Now {then) at 
erst: now (then) and not sooner; cf. Ger. erst 
dann. (App. through misunderstanding of this, 
Spenser has at erst -- t as soon as possible, at 
once’.) On erst (only early ME. ; also on alre 
erst) : in the first place, at first. 

a 1225 A ncr, R. 264 peonne on erest biginneS be deoflen 
to weden. a 1225 St. Marker. 14 penne pudde ich in ham 
luueliche bohtes, on earst hare tmbpnckes. c 1230 Halt 
Meid. 17 pat is on alre earst b e stude & te time. <7x300 
Havelok 2688 Tho tarst [ = at arst] bigan Godrich to go 
Vpon the Danshe. c 1374 Chaucer Booth, m. xi. 95_But 
ban atte arst ben bei verray good, c 1386 — Sec. Nun's T. 
151 And thanne at erst thus to him sayae sche. 1430 Lydg. 
Chron. Troy 1. vi, And than at erst fro hense will I wynde. 
1473 Bk. Noblesse 6 Now at erst the irness be brennyng 
hote. 1579 Spenser Sheph. Cal, Sept. 6 And now at earst 
the dirke night doth hast. 1596 — F. Q. (J„>, Abandon this 
forestalled place at erst. 

B. adv. 

f X. Earliest, soonest, first in order of time. 
Beowulf 6x6 pa freolic wif ful ^esealde arrest east dena 
ebelwearde. c 1000 JElfuic Gen. xix. 53 And eode seo 
yldre swystor aerost to his bedde. c X230 Mali Meid. 15 
purh ure lafdi meidenhad b at hit bigon earst meiden 
Marie. 136a Langl. P. PI. A iv. 29 Bote Concience com 
arst to Court bi A Myle. 1377 ibid. B. xiv. 216 Arst in be 
Maister ban in b® man. c 1400 Destr. Troy 7233 But Ector 
the honerable erst was on fote. 
f 2 . In the first place, before something else is 
or was done ; in preference to doing something 
else. (Sometimes pleonastically before ere.) Obs. 

c 1260 Ballad in Rel. Ant. I. xox Arst we sullen scinin 
him ay rowe. c 1300 K. A //y. 6480 Ac arstmonyof his 
knyghtis gode Loren theo balles in heore hode. 1362 
Langl. P. Pl. A. iv. 5 Bote Reson Rede me ber-to Arst wol 
I dye l X377 — P. PL R. v. 468, I shal seke treuthe arst ar 
I se Rome, c 1380 Sir Fernmb. 1281 Ac arst bow scbalt sykery 
me. .bat bou, etc. 1483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 258/4 Why hast 
not thou erst taken awey the sowle fro my body. 1535 
Jo ye Apol. Tindale (Arb.) 30 He shuld haue erst proued 
his parte trw and myn false. 1578 Chr. Prayers in Prtv. 
Prayers (1851) 511 Having erst uttered the bowels of thy 
mercy, thou gavest up the ghost. 1587 M. Grove Pelops 
Hipp. (1878) 13 Earst t’obtaine that still, Which they 
perceiue doth please _ the flesh. 1587 Turbekv. Trag. T. 
(1837) 276 And ierst with sodaine feare Lepte of the bed. 

1 3 . At first, as opposed to afterwards. Obs. 
a 1175 Cott. Horn. 229 Aceas he him leominchnihtes erest 
twelf. .siSSan twa and sefenthe. c 1203 Lay. 27456 yErst 
[f 1273 earest] heo lette fleon to feondliche swiSe flan . , Seo 3 - 
oen speren chrakeden. 1297 R. Gi.ouc. (1724)389 Luber he 
was arstynou, & wel wors he was bo. c 1330 Arih. <y Merl. 
84^7 Taurus hit [ = hight] Wawain arst. a X54X W yatt Poet. 
Whs. 4 Which comforts the mind, that erst for fear shook. 
1603 Rowlands Hell's Broke Loose 34 Tamberlalne Was 
earst a Sheepheard ere he play'd the King. 

f 4 . Sooner, earlier ; before a specified time or 
event : esp. with negatives ; Not erst : not before, 
not till then. Obs. 

c i 330 Florice $ Bl. 790 Arst ne schal hit neuer bi do, 
X387 Trkvisa Higden (Rolls) 1 1 1 . 337 panne be money schal 
be payde and nqust arst. c 1449 Pecock Repr. 405 Bi 
sentence of the iuge .. and not erst, neither other wise. 
147S Caxton Jason 26 b, The wedowes bewailled gretly be- 
cause be was not erst comen. 1588 Liiurg. Serv. Q. Eliz. 
(1847) Of thy most singular bounty, and never yerst seen care. 

i b. conjunctional phrases, Erst than, that = 
Before C. Obs. 

? a 1400 Arthur 291 Now, erst ban we goo ferber Every 
man bat ys here Sey a Pater noster. 1323 Skelton Gart, 
Laurel 1032 Far may be sought Erst that ye can finde, etc 
5. Before the present time : 
a. Referring to a remoter past: ‘Once upon 
a time/, formerly, of old. arch, ox poet. 

14. . Songs Sr Carols iWartori Club) 22 That ilke blys That 
arte [Iread arste] ha$t ben, and alwey is. 166 3 Butler Mud. 


1. i. 9x7 As erst the Phrygian Knight, So ours, .did smite His 
Trojan Horse. 1729 T. Cooke Tales, etc. 185 To Strains 
which erst the brave Tyrtaeus sung. 1789 Coleridge 
Anthem Chr. Hosp. Let full gratitude now prompt the tear 
Which erst did sorrow force to flow. 1808 Wordsw. In- 
script. Coleorton , The ivied ruins of forlorn Grace Dieu ; 
Erst a religious House, a 1839 Praed Poems (1864) II, 48 
Count o’er the friends whom erst you knew. 

Misused as prep. = Before. 

1839-48 Bailey Festus x. xog Erst all time And all incar- 
nate emanations. 

t b. Referring to a recent past : Not long ago, 
a little while since. Often in Spenser and Milton. 

2480 Caxton Chron. Eng. ccxxxii. 250 That ferefull com- 
pany, that I spak of eerst. 1581 J. Bell H addon's Anszv. 
Osor. 153 But a litle earst ye confessed the thyng, which 
ye do now deny. 1390 Spenser F. Q. i. v. 9 The armes 
that earst so bright did show. 1606 Warner Alb. Eng. xv. 
xcv. 381 The vgliest was this Plot,_ Preuented earst mira- 
culously. 1663 Butler Mud. 1. iii. (1694) 179 Meanwhile 
the other Champions, yerst In hurry of the fight dis- 
perse Arriv’d. 1671 Milton Samson 1543 This .. horrid 
spectacle, Which erst my eyes beheld, and yet behold. X79X 
Cowper Retired Cat xoo Forth skipped the cat, not now 
replete As erst with airy self-conceit. 

6. In comb, with adjs. and ppl. adjs. 

1594 J. Dickenson A risbas (1878) 33 Wherewith Flora had 
in plentie poudred the freshnesse of her earst-greeu hue. 1602 
CaRew Cornwall^ 100 a, The earst remembered Sir Ric. .en- 
tertained at one time, .the admirals of the English, Spanish, 
and Netherland fleets. X740 Somerville Hobbinol (1749; 
135 All but the stout And erst unconquer’d Hildebrand. 
Hence E*rstly adv., in the first place. 
x6oo Chester PL Proem (Shaks. Soc. 3 Their fore be boulde 
Erstelye to playe the same. 

Erstwhile (5ast,hw3il),^. arch. [f. Erst + 
YVhile adv. (The stress is variable. ] Some 
while ago, formerly. Also f BTstwhiles [see 
Whiles], in same sense. 

1569 Spenser Spun. ix. in Van der Noodt's Theatre for 
Worldlings , Which erstwhile [ later edd. earst] so pleasaunt 
scent did yelde. 1384 R. Scot Discov. Witcher, in. xix, 56 
They resist the truth erstwhile by them professed. 1599 
Sandys Europie Spec. U632) 184 Those very same minds, 
wherein they were erst-whiles enshrined with all devotion. 
1624 Gataker Transubst , 209 Which our adversarie also 
Earstwhiles confessed. 1662 Glanvill Lux Orient. x8o 
Those thick and clammy vapours which erstwhile ascended 
in such vast measures .. must, .descend again. x88x Duf- 
field Don Quix. II. 407 During that year the clouds erst- 
while had withheld their dew from the earth. 

Ert, obs. form of art : see Be v. 
t Ert, v. Obs , [prob. a. ON. erta to taunt, 
tease; but cf. Art v. l J 

1. trans. a. To incite, urge on, encourage. Const. 
on, to, till , and to with inf Also with on. b. 
To irritate, provoke. 

c 1325 Metr. Horn. Prol. 5 That thai mai her and bald in 
hert, Tbinge that thaim til God rnai ert. Ibid 19 Quen 
Crist cumes intil our hertes, To lef sin he us ertes. c 1400 
Destr, Troy 4857 We haue ournvt hym with angur, ertid 
bym mykill. Ibid. 12326 To ert hym on exile euer of the 
londe. c 1440 Promf. Parv. 142 Ertyn, Brito. X789 D. 
Davidson Seasons 24 (Jam.) The herd, .now and then Erts 
on the tir’d tike with * Sheep awa, a, a l * 
absol. c 1400 Destr. Troy 2725 Envy, bat Euermore ertis 
to skathe. 

2. intr. To be eager, prone ; to hurry. 

c X400 Destr. Troy 264 He ertide to an ende egerly fast. 
Hence f E-rtand ppl. a., pressing on, ambitious, 
f 33‘rter, one who provokes, f ETting 1 vbl. sb., 
the action of the vb. Ert. 

c 1440 Gaw. <5- Gol. xxxi. Schir Gawyne. .Egir, and ertand, 
and ryght anterus. c 1440 Promp. Parv. 142 Ertare, irri- 
tat or, irritatrix. Ibid. 142 Ertynge, irritacio. 

Erth, -en, obs. forms of Earth, Earthen. 
Erthe, ? var. of Eri> v. Obs. to dwell. 
c 1300 Havelok 739 Bigan he there for to erthe. 

Ertu, obs. f. art thou: see Be v. and Thou. 
Erubescence (ewbe-sens). iwe. [a. F. iru- 
bescence, ad. late L. entbescentia, f. erubescent-em : 
see next and -ence.] Erubescent quality or state. 

1736 in Bailey. 1775 in Ash. 1823 New Monthly Mag . 
VII. 143 He. . sent forth blood of a brilliant erubescence. 
1886 Academy 31 July 66/3 To describe as the ‘ law of eru- 
bescence ’ the fact, etc. 

So Em'be scency. 

X656 in Blount Glossogr. 1736 in Bailey. In mod. Diets, 
Erubescent (er«be*sent), a. [ad. L. erube- 
scenl-em, pr. pple. of erubescere to blush, f. e out 
+ nlbescere to redden. Cf. F. erubescent) Red-? 
dening, blushing. 

1736 in Bailey. *775 in Ash. 1849 Thackeray Pen- 
dennis liii, The Major erubescent confounded tlie impu- 
dence of the young folks. 

H quasi- sb. - Rubefacient. 

1823 H, H. Wilson Ess. on Sansk. Lit.fxZfup 1 . 383 Besides! 
these we have thread, leaves, bandages, pledgets, heated 
metallic plates for erubescents, etc. 

Embescite (er«be*soit). Min. [f. L. enlbrsc- 
ere (see prec.) +-ite,] A copper sulphide, purple 
copper. . , ■ , _ 

1850 Dana Min. 51 1 Massive varieties of erubescite are 
Found in the U.S. 1882 Watts Diet. C hem. II, 501 Eru- 
bescite, Purple copper. 

II Eruca (i'rxrka’^. rare. See Eruke. [L. eruca 
caterpillar.] The larva of a butterfly or such like 
insect ; a caterpillar. ^Hence Eruca-like a. 

[1609 Bible (Douay) Joelu) Comm., Eruca, a worme that 
destroyeth herbes and fruictes.] 1691 Ray Creation (1701) 
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136 May be observed in the production of silk worms, yea 
all other eruca’s, and many insects more 1 a 1839 Galt 
Demon. Dest. hi. (1840) 22 Eruca-like they rise. As bright 
aurelias in the summer’s shine. 

Erucic (Misik), a. Chem. [f. L. eruca a kind 
of cabbage + -ic.] Of or pertaining to eruca. 
Erucic acid, * an acid (C^ H 42 0 2 ) obtained by the 
saponiii cation of the fixed oil of white mustard 
(Sinapis alba") ’ (Watts Diet. Chem.). 

*869 Roscoe Eletn. Chem. 390 Erucic acid is contained in 
rapeseed oil. 

Eruciform (Jr«*sif£rai), a. Ent. [f. L. eruca 
caterpillar ; see -form.] Resembling a caterpillar. 

1874 Lubbock Orig. < 5 - Met. Ins. v. 88 [Two types of Larvae] 
Packard has named Leptiform and Eruciform. 

Bract (ibtrkt). [ad. L. emet-dre, f. e out + ruci- 
dre to belch, emit. Cf. It. emit are, Sp. erufarJ] 

1 . intr. a. To void wind noisily from the stomach 
through the month, f b. To rise in eructation. 

1666 G. Harvey Morb. Angl. iv. 46 By force of these 
torrid streams eructing into several parts, .those flushings 
. .are produced. 1755 Smollett Quix. (1803) IV. 40 Beware 
. .of chewing on both sides of your mouth, as well as eruct- 
ing before company. 

2. trans. a. To emit (fumes) by eructation ;« 
Belch 3 . b. Of a volcano ; * Belch 5 . 

1774, 1869 [see Eructed ppl. «.] 

Eractate (i'r»*kt^t), v. Now rare. [f. L. 
eruetdt- ppl. stem of erne tare (see prec.),] 1 . trans , 
To belch, vomit forth. Chiefly trans/. andfig. 

1638 Rouse Heav. Univ. iv. (17021 34 This affection doth 
eructate, .hidden truths, c 1645 Howell Lett. (1650) I. 44 
That riCtna in times past hath eructated such huge gobbets of 
fire. 1655 Milton 2 not Defence 264 You have begun to 
eructate the rage of your apostacy. 1782 V. Knox Ess. I. 42 
Though he should., daily eructate his invectives against the 
most respectable men. 1828 in Webster ; and in mod. Diets. 
2. intr. - Eruct i. 

3774 Joel Collier [J. L. Bicknell] Hits. Trav. (1775') 93 
After this, he successively coughed, sneezed, hiccupped, 
eructated, squeaked, etc. 

Eructation (frtfkt^'Jhn). Also 6 eructua- 
cyon. [ad. L. eruetdtion-em, n. of action f. eruetd- 
re : see Eruct.] 

1. The action of voiding wind from the stomach 
through the mouth ; belching. 

1533 Elyot Cast . Helthe (1541) 41 b, The savour of his 
meate by eructation ascendeth. 1542 Boorde Dyetary viii. 
(1870) 247 Lest that the meate which is in your stomacke, 
thorow eructuacyons. .ascend, 1612 Woodall Surg. Mate 
Wks. (1653) 7 1 Ginger, .preventeth sowre eructation. 1699 
Evelyn Acetaria 17 Cabbage.. is greatly accus'd for lying 
undigested in the Stomack and provoking Eructations. 
3847 You att Horse x iv. 300 The animal has no power to 
expel this dangerous flatus by eructation. 1869 E, A. Parkes 
Pract. Hygiene (ed. 3) 67 Dyspepsia . . attended with . . 
enormous eructations after meals, 
f b. fig. Obs. 

1647 H. More Poems 235 Oft the soul lets file Such un- 
expected eructations. 1683 A rgt.for Union. 22 They have 
Mental Prayer, and. .Spiritual Eructations. 

2. The eruptive action of a volcano ; violent 
emission (of flames, etc.). Also fig. 

JC652 J. Hall Height Eloq. 65 _The riStna, whose eructa- 
tions throw whole stones from its depths. 1678 Marvell 
JDef John Howe Wks. <1875) IV. 234 But a perpetual eruc- 
tation there is of humane passions. 1692 Ray Phys. Theol. 
Disc . (1713) 19 The mountain riStna, at the last Eructation 
. . disgorged . . a Flood of melted Materials. 1783 Phil. Trans. 
LXXIIL 161 The eructation of elastic vapour from below. 
11862 G. P. Scrope Volcanoes 24 The column of ashes pro- 
jected becomes gradually shorter, the eructations less 
frequent. 

8 . cotter. That which is belched forth. Also fig. 
1607 Schat. Disc. agst. Antichr. 1. iii. 161 What is it else, 
but an eructation of the minde ? 1664 Power Exp. Philos. 
in. 155 The grosser Steams.. are the fuliginous Eructations 
of that internal Fire which constantly burns within us.1701 
tr. Le C lore's Prim. Fathers 104 One (Philogonius Bishop 
of Antioch) said, ‘That the Son was an Eructation’. 

t Eractator. Obs. rare — [f. Eructate + 
-OR.] One who ‘ eructates \ 

1767 A. Campbell Lexiph. (1774) 34 The farmer was 
assisted by the auxiliar virtues and subsidiary aids of 
patriots, anterior eructators. 

Eracted (/nrkted ),ffl. a. [f. Eruct v. + -ed 1 .] 
Thrown up by eructation. 

1774 Strange Basaltine Columns in Phil. Trans. LXV. 
20 Vesuvius, ./Etna . and such like eructed piles. 1869 E. A. 
Parkes Pract. Hygiene (ed. 3) 67 The eructed gas had a 
strong smell of sulphuretted hydrogen. 

Emotion (frtf’kfen). rare, [n, of action f. 
Eruct : see -tion.] The action of eructing. 
lit. and fig. 

1623 Cockeram, Eruction, Belking. 1837 Fraser's Mag. 
XV. 586 They are utterly insensible to any eruction of 
generosity. 184a Tait's Mag. IX. 723 Bonfires of immense 
eruction Fling abroad their gorgeous rays. 

Erudit (eT&dit). rare . [a. Fr. irudit,— next] 
« Erudite sb. 

3800 Monthly Mag.; VIII. 600 The Jesuits certainly have 
deserved . . much admiration for the classical learning which 
their erudits displayed. 1872 Daily News 2 May 2/7 [Lord 
Alwyne Compton denied] that the intelligence of the country 
was against the creed, and its supporters only Oxford and 
Cambridge erudits. 

Erudite (e-r^dait), a. and sb. [ad. L. crudlt-us, 
i. erudtre to instruct, train* f. e out + rudis rude, 
untrained ] 


A. adj. 

1. Of persons and their faculties : + a. Trained, 
well-instructed {obs. or arch.) ; b. Learned, scho- 
larly. (Now somewhat rare exc. in sarcastic use.) 

1432-50 tr. Higden (Rolls) I., 231 A man callede Nanus, 
erudite in the arte of nigromancy. 3539 J. Foster in Ellis 
Orig. Lett, l 141 II. 112 The Kyngys erudyte jugementt, 
with all hys cowncell temperali and spyrytuall hathe sta- 
bleschyd a contrary order. 3598 Marston Pygmal. Sat. iv. 
153 Would ever any erudite Pedant Seeme in his artles lines 
so insolent? a 1773 Ld. Chesterfield (T.j, Your Latin 
lecture is as good Latin as the erudite Germans speak or 
write. 3791 D’Israeli Cur. Lit. (1858) I. 3 Having chosen 
the erudite Varro for its librarian. 1823 Lamb Elia Ser. 1. ii. 
(1865) 15 1'hose varise lectiones, so tempting to the more 
erudite palates. 3849 Lytton Caxtons I. 24 Before I was 
six years old, I was erudite in that primitive literature. 
3875 Hamerton Intell. Life xi. ii. 408 The remarkably 
skilful man is not likely to be the erudite man. 

2. Of literary productions, etc. : Characterized 
by erudition. 

^533 More Apol.\. Wks. 8 s4/i Shewed in his most erudite 
famous booke agaynst Luther, a 1667 Jer. Taylor (W.), 
Erudite and metaphysical theology, 1715 M. Davies A then. 
Brit. 1.6 The fore-mentioned Treasuries of Erudite Pamph- 
let-tracts. 3820 W. Irving Sketch Bk. II. 95 A most erudite 
sermon on the rites and ceremonies of Christmas. 3861 
Geo. Eliot Silas M. 16 Some erudite research, some inge- 
nious project. 

B. sb. [So Fr. irudit .] An erudite person, a 
scholar, rare. 

1865 Grote Plato I. iv. 341 These laborious and useful 
erudites. 1888 Pall Mall G. 6 Sept. 3/1 There are to be 
found, in and out of America, women citizens of that great 
country.. female would-be erudites. 

Hence E-mditely adv., in an erudite manner, 
learnedly, skilfully. E*ruditeness, the quality or 
condition of being erudite. Erudi ideal a. rare , 
characterized by, or laying claim to, erudition. 

3529 More Supplic. Soulys Wks. 331/1 Theyr holy workes 
eruditely written. 1736 in Bailey. 1813 Byron Hints fr. 
Horace 433 Who eruditely know To separate the elegant 
and low. 1862 Lytton Sir. Story II. 68 The truth which 
you so eruditely insinuate to be a fable. 1838 Coleridge 
Lit. Rem. (i836> 1. 160 Some meritorious modern poets, .at- 
tempt an eruditeness. 1832 Fraser’s Mag. V 1. 107 Edinburgh, 
the most eruditical city in Christendom. 1838 Galt in 
Tait's M ag.V. 43 There is no saying how eruditical I became. 

Erudition (er«di'Jbn). Forms: 5-6 erudi- 
cioun(e, 6 erudieian, -ion, -yon, erudyeyon, 
-ditioun, -dytion, 5 - erudition, [ad. L. erudition - 
em, n. of action f. erudtre : see prec. Cf. F. 
erudition.\ 

i* 1* The action or process of training or instruct- 
ing ; instruction, education. Obs. 

c 3400 Beryn 1428, I seyd a word or to . . Ffor tbyne erudi- 
cioune. 3483 Caxton Cato 2 For the erudition of my lord 
Bousher. 1533 Bellenden Lizy izx. (1822) 268 Commoun 
skulls war devisit for erudicioun of young persouns. a 1626 
Bacon Max. <$- Uses Com. Law xviii. 67 Hee had contracted 
for his owne aliments and erudition. 1749 Fielding Tom 
Jones 1. vi, This gift Jenny had . . improved by erudition. 
f2. concr. Imparted instruction, teaching; also 
a doctrine, maxim. Obs. 

1528 Roy Sat., Doinge after the apostles erudicion..I.. 
will not be negligent to put my brethren in remembraunce. 
3567 Trial Treas. in Hazl. Dodsley III. 300 Let all men 
consider this good erudition. 1574 tr. Littleton's Tenures 
77 b, It is a common erudicion ana learning that a man, etc. 

3. f a - The state or condition of being trained 
or instructed ; const, in, of {obs.). b. In later 
use : Acquired knowledge, esp. in languages, lite- 
rature, antiquities, etc. ; learning, scholarship, 

1530 Palsgr. Inirod. 6 Your noble graces other inanyfolde 
sortes of excellent erudytion and lytterature. a 1533 Frith 
Another Bk. agst. Rastell (1829) 210 More and Rochester 
were men of .. singular erudition in all kind of learning. 
1536 Bellenden Cron. Scot. (1821) I. p. xviii, Howbeit 
they had ha sicker cognosance and ful erudition of al thingis. 
a 3639 Wotton J,', The Earl was of good erudition, having 
been placed at study in Cambridge very young. 1718 Free - 
thinker No. 18. 310 Madam Dacier has the Advantage in 
Point of Erudition. 1796 Morse Amer. Geog. II. 65 She 
had a romantic taste for classical erudition, i860 Macaulay 
Biog. (1867) 13 Exhibiting a little erudition in such a manner 
as to make it look like a great deal. 186s Goulburn Pers. 
Relig. i.y 1873V 3 Some Monks and Priests.. represented all 
the erudition of their times. 

f 4. Of a coin : Perfect workmanship, finish. 
Obs. rare. 

1702 Addison Dial. Medals Wks. 1721 I. 437 The intrinsic 
value of an old coin does not consist m its metal but its eru- 
dition. It is the Device that has raised the species. 3747 
Dingley Gems in Phil. Trans . XLIV. 506 The Merit both 
of Intaglio’s and Cameo's depends on their Erudition, on 
the Goodness of the Workmanship, and on the Beauty of 
their Polish. 

Hence Erudi *tional of or pertaining to eru- 

dition, f educational, disciplinary. ErndPtionist, 
one who devotes himself to erudition or training. 

1657 M. Lawrence Use # Pract . Faith 245 A conditional 
speech is but an eruditional speech, to warn us of our weak- 
ness. 1805 W. Taylor in Robberds Mem. II. 107 The 
poem struck me as. .having lyrical and eruditional merit. 
1836 Chalmers Mor. Mental Philos. Wks. V. 57 They 
never fully grappled with the question as eruditionists. 
t E*r agate, ppl. a. Obs~° [ad. *L. erugdt-us, 
pa. pple. of erugd-re to remove wrinkles, f. cout 
+ ruga wrinkle.] Having the wrinkles rubbed 
out, smooth. 

1840 in Smart. 1859 in Worcester; and in mod. Diets, 


f E ‘ragat©, V. Obs, rare. [f. L. erugat- ppl. 
stem of erugdre (see prec.) J trans. To remove 
wrinkles from ; to smooth. 

1656 in Blount Glossogr . 1657 Tomlinson Renou*s Disp. 
397* Chian Earth . . erugates the face, makes It splendid 
and deleates scars. 

f Erugairiou. Obs.—° ff. as prec.: see 
-ATION.] A taking away of wrinkles. 

1736 in Bailey. 

t Era’ginary, a. Obs. [f. L. eerugm-em rust 
of copper, verdigris + -ary.] ® next. 

1681 Phil. Trans. XII. 77 Another kind of Eruginary 
Stone, which yields a vitriolate and stiptick efflorescence. 

f Enrginous, a. Obs. [ad. L. xrugindsus, f. 
serugin-em : see prec.] Partaking of the nature or 
substance of verdigris, or of copper itself ; re- 
sembling verdigris. 

1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. E£. vi. xii. 336 Artificial! cop- 
perose. .is a rough and acrimonious kinde of salt drawn out 
of ferreous and eruginous earths. 1666 G. ^Harvey Morb. 
A ngl. (J.), Agues depend . .upon an adust stibial or eruginous 
sulphur. 

Erugo : see ^Erugo. 

Eruh, var. of Argh a. Obs. 

a szz$ Ancr. R. 296 Ne 31F him neuer in^ong : auh tep 
him o^e schulle, uor he is eruh ase beore jseron. 

f Era'ke. Obs. [Anglicized form of Eruca.] 
A caterpillar. 

1382 Wyclif Joel L 4 A locust ete the residue of eruke, that 
is, a worme of bowis. 1609 Bible (Douay) ibid. , The resi- 
due of the eruke hath the locust eaten. [3711 J. Green- 
wood Eng. Gram. 190 Eruke from Eruca, this some turn to 
Ear- Wig, as if it took its Name from the Ear.) 

t Bnrnmate, v. Obs.~° [f. L. mrunm-a + 
-ate 4.] trans. To impoverish, make miserable. 
3692-1732 in Coles. 1775 in Ash. 

+ Eru'mny. Obs, [ad. L. wrumna of same 
meaning ; after the supposed analogy of calumny , 
etc.] Calamity, hardship. 

1657 Tomlinson Renou’s Disp. 148 That God might free 
man from those erumnies and egritudes wherewith he is., 
pestered. 1657 Phys. Diet., Erumnies , griefs, miseries. 

t Brxriap, v. [ad. L. erump-ere : see next.] 
intr. To break out as an eruption. 

3657 Tomlinson Renou's Disp. 658 Oyl of Myrtles .. 
emends biles, or lumps crumping. 

BmxmpeHt (irzrmpent), a. [ad. L. erumpent- 
em, pr. pple. of h~umpgre, f. e out 4* rumpere to 
burst forth.] That bursts forth. 

1650 Bulwer Anthropomet. 131 The Masculine . .faculty. . 
either erumpent, and progredient, or consumed. 1857 
Berkeley Cryptog. Bot . 313 This genus, .seems to me 
essentially innato-erumpent. 1871 Cooke Fungi (1875) 197 
The erumpent ostiola of the penthecia of Melanconis stil- 
bostoma. 

T Erfracate, v. Obs. rare— 1 , [f. L. eruncat- 
ppl. stem of erunedre , f. e out + runcare to weed.] 
trans. To weed out, extirpate. 

1651 Biggs New Disp. 197 Those tares, enormities . . are 
with ease eruncated. 

Hence Branca Hon, a taking away of weeds. 

1678-1706 in Phillips. 

Erapt (Ihrp t), v. [f. L. erupt- ppl. stem of 
erumpere to break out, burst forth : see Erumpent. 
The transitive senses have been developed under 
the influence of the sb. Eruption.] 

1. intr. To burst forth in the process of growth. 
Now only of the teeth: To break through the 
skin of the gums. 

1657 Tomlinson Renou's Disp. 223 Its roots, .from which 
some sprigs erupt. 1878 L. P. Meredith Teeth 44 Some- 
times the process of absorption in the roots of the temporary 
teeth fails to be brought about, and the permanent teeth 
erupt in front of or behind them. 

b. trans. To force (teeth) through the gums. 
1859 J. Tomes Dental Surg. 53 The Incisors and first 
temporary molars have been erupted. 1883 W. White- 
house in Standard 25 Jan. 6/3 The four teeth stated to have 
been extracted never were erupted. 

2. intr. Of a volcano, geyser, etc. : To break 
out in eruption, be in a state of eruption. (Perhaps 
often felt as. an absol, use of 2 b.). Also of vol- 
canic masses or showers : To burst forth. 

1770 Hamilton Soil Naples in Phil. Trans. LXI. 13 
Strabo, Dio, Vitruvius, all agree, that Vesuvius, in their 
time, shewed signs of having formerly erupted. 1786 Ibid. 
LXXVI. 379 Suppose Mount Etna to have ceased erupting 
for many ages. 1861 E. T. Holland in Peaks, Passes $ 
Glctc. Ser. 11. 1. 10 A treatment under which this fountain 
can generally be made to erupt. 1866 Ansted in Intell. 
Observ. No, 52. 270 The showers continued to erupt. 1879 
Le Conte Elem. GeoL 81 Volcanoes which have hot been 
known to erupt during historic times are said to be extinct. 
fig. 1881 W. Simpson in Academy 8 Jan. 22/5 Our modern 
Proteus . . ‘ erupts ’ in an entirely new direction. 

b. trans. Of a volcano, geyser, or any subter- 
ranean force : To throw out in an eruption. 

X769 Hamilton Etna in Phil. Trans. LX. 17 I found, 
with respect to the matter erupted, nothing on Mount- Etna 
that Vesuvius does pot produce. 1833 Lyell Princ. Geol, 
III. 183 The volcanic rocks of Tuscany, .have been chiefly 
erupted beneath the sea. 

3. intr. Of a river : To burst forth. 

1864 S. F. Surtees Waifs 4* Strays^ M Humber Hist. 86 
The Don.. erupts into what has evidently been a. large 
Inland lake.- ' ■ ' : 
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EBY3STGO. 


Hence Erupted, Enrpting///. a. 

1769 Hamilton Etna in Phil. Trans. LX. 17 A winch 
greater variety in the erupted matter and lavas, 1797 
Holcrqft Stolberg's Trav. (ed. 2) IV. xciv. 293 The erupting 
floods of fire. 18*4 Blackw. Mag. XVI. 704 Visions of 
erupted embers. 1870 Proctor Other Worlds i. xj note. 
Vomited forth by the erupting mountain. 

Eruption (inrpjan). [ad. L. eruption-em, n. 
of action f. erumpere : see Erumpent. Cf. Fr. 
iruption ,] 

1 . The bursting forth (of water, fire, air, etc.) 
from natural or artificial limits. 

155S Eden Decades W. Ind. in. vm. (Arb.) 173 Eruptions 
of the springes owte of the montaines. 1605 Verstegan 
Dec. hitell . iv. <1628) too The great harmes that these parts 
haue heretofore by eruption of the sea sustained. 2669 
Boyle Contn. New Exp, n. (1682) 128 The compressed air 
suddenly finding out a way of eruption. 1725 De Foe Voy. 
round World {1840) 243, I sat up . . staring out from the 
window at the eruption of fire upon the hills.. *774 Pjen- 
vakt. Tour Scotl. in 1772, 19 Pelling Moss, which made an 
eruption similar to Solway. x8io G. S. Faber Dispensa- 
tions (1823) 1 . 106 During the whole sixteen centuries which 
intervened between the sentence of Cain and the eruption 
of the deluge. 1830 Lyell Princ , Geol. I. 287 One of the 
most memorable eruptions occurred in 1421, where the tide 
. , burst through a dam . . and overflowed twenty-two villages. 
®il Used for: The bursting (of a gun). rare~ x . 

1660 T. Wills ford Scales Commerce 192 All guns, .per- 
petrated with cold and frosty weather are most subject to 
an eruption at the first shot. 

b. concr. That which bursts forth j a sudden 
rush of flame, smoke, water, etc. 

1699 Garth Dispens. 6 From the Vulcano’s gross erup- 
tions rise. *717 Berkeley in Fraser Life 581 The streets 
of Naples . . paved with the matter of eruptions. 1728 
Mallet Excursion 42 With black Eruption in foul Storm 
A Night of Smoke . .Rolls forth. 1774 Pennant Tour Scotl. 
in 1772, 67 The eruption burst from the place of its dis- 
charge, like a cataract. 

2 . An outbreak of volcanic activity ; the ejection 
of solid or liquid matter by a volcano, of hot water 
from a geyser, etc. 

[1603 Holland Plutarch's Mor. 1190 The breakings forth 
and eruptions of fire out of a mountaine,] 1740 Gray Let. 
in Poems (1775)94 A Roman town that.. was overwhelmed 
by a furious eruption of Mount Vesuvius. 1:794 Sullivan 
View Nat. II. 133 Iceland chronicles give a list of 63 erup- 
tions at Heckla. 1857 Dufferin Lett. High Lat. (1867) 87 
Our principal object in coming, .was to see an eruption of 
the Great Geysir. 1876 Page Advd. TexLbk. Geol. iii. 50 
Consolidated products of volcanic eruption. 

3 . Of persons : The action of breaking forth, of 
issuing suddenly and violently from within boun- 
daries ; e.g. the sallying forth of armed men from 
a stronghold, or of a horde of barbarians from their 
own country, the forcible escape of a prisoner, 
etc. rare in recent use. 

161$ G. S andys T rav. 43 Two hundred and fourteene years 
after their eruption out of Scythia. 1633 Th. Ailesbury 
Sennon {1624) 17 In that eruption of the Prodigall sonne 
from his Father. .1638 Heywood RapeLucr. Wks. 1874 V. 
205 The enemie is pounded fast In their owne folds.. 
There's no eruption to be feared. 1652 Needham tr. Sel- 
detis Mare Cl. 262 Danegeld for the pay of those that 
should be imploied to hinder the eruption of Pirates, a 1677 
Barrow Pope's Suprem. (1687) 181 The eruptions of Barba- 
rians, the straits of Emperours. .&c. did all turn to account 
for him. 1775 Johnson Tax no Tyr . 18 Of this kind were 
the eruptions of those nations. 182a Q. Rev. XXVI I. 377 
Securing to them the benefits of prison-discipline, by pro- 
viding against furtive or forcible eruptions. 

4 . jig. In many obvious applications of the sense 
* outbreak ’: An outbreak of disease, war, cala- 
mity, or evil of any kind; an outburst of passion, 
eloquence, or merriment ; a ' sally ’ of wit. Now 
rare, except with distinct allusion to sense 2. 

1588 Shaks. L. L. L. v. i. 12 1 The Curate and your sweet 
self are good at such eruptions, and sodaine breaking out of 
myrth. 160a — Ham. 1. i. 6a This boades some strange 
erruption to our State. 1656 Owen Mortijic. Sin (1668) 47 
A man may be sensible of a lust, set himself against the 
eruptions of it. x68o Life Edw. II. in Select. Harl. Misc. 
(1793) 33The archbishop of York, .resolves to oppose this 
over-daring and insolent eruption. 1762-71 H. Walpole 
Vertue’s A need. Paint. (17861 V. 107 Before the eruption of 
the civil war. ^1847 Mrs. Sherwood Lady of Manor III. 
xviii. 32 There is nothing which retards the progress of the 
Gospel so much as the remaining eruptions ofsin among the 
rulers of the Church. # 1883 G. A. MacDonnell Chess 
Life-PicUires 8 The twirling of that ornament in his hand 
. .portended an anecdotal or jocose eruption. 

5 . + a. In plants: The bursting forth from the 
bark of buds, leaves, offshoots, roots, etc. ; also 
concr. an excrescence. 06 s. b. Of the teeth: The 
action of breaking out from the gums, in the pro- 
cess of 1 cutting the teeth 

a. x6z 6 Bacon Sylva (1631) § 588 When they [the branches] 
make an Eruption, they breake forth casually, where they 
finde best way in the Barke or Rinde. 1660 Sharrock: 
Vegetables 142 Both buds and leaves, and all eruptions, .on 
every vegetable. 1671 Grew A ttat. Plants 1. 27 The place 
of their [Trunk-roots'] Eruption is sometimes all. along the 
Trunk ; as in Mint. 1713 Derham Pkys.-Tkeol. x. 1. 447 
The Art in Folding up the leaves before their eruption out 
of their Gems, etc. is incomparable. 

b. 1859 J. Tqmes Dental Surg. 104 The relations of the 
eruption of the permanent teeth to theage of the individual. 
1863 Hvxley Man's Place Nat, % 83 The order of erup- 
tion of the permanent teeth is different. 

6 . Path. a. A breaking out of a rash, or of 
pimples on the skin. (In early use with notion of 


m 

a * breaking out 1 of latent disease or of ‘ peccant 
humours’.) 

1596 Shaks. x Hen. IV, m. i. 27 Diseased Nature often- 
times breakes forth In strange eruptions. 1674 Gov. Tongue 
vi. (ed. 2j 102 When there is an eruption oi^ Humor in any 
part, tis not cured meerly by outward applications. 173s 
Arbuthnot A liments 172 Some Sorts of cutaneous Erup- 
tions are occasion'd by feeding much on acid unripe Fruits. 
1799 Med.- Jrnl. I. 322 An eruption of pimples on that day, 
which disappeared on the next. 

b. The skin affection itself; an efflorescence, 
rash. 

1770 Junius Lett, xxx ix. 203 No man regards an .eruption 
upon the surface, when he feels a mortification approach- 
ing to his heart. 1803 Med. Jrtd. VIII. 147 The matter. . 
scarcely ever afforded any eruptions like the small-pox. 
1846 J. Baxter Libr. Pract. Agric. (ed. 4) II. 156 A scaly 
eruption appears, attended by extreme itching. i88z 
Squire in Quain Med. Did. 927 The declining rash of 
measles leaves a mottling of the skin, not unlike the mul- 
berry eruption of typhus. 

Hence Erirptional [ + -al], a., of or pertaining 
to volcanic eruption. 

1858 G. P. Scrope Geol. $ Volcanoes Centr. Pr. (ed. 2) 212 
It may have sustained considerable absolute elevation .. 
during its eruptional era. 2883 Proctor in Knowledge 
30 June 384/2 When there are few spots or none on the sun’s 
surface, the eruptional or jet prominences are not seen. 

Eruptive (Jto’ptiv), a. [a. Fr. irtiptif, -ive , f. 
erupt- ppl. stem of er umpire : see Erupt and -ive.] 

1 . Bursting forth; inclined or accustomed to 
break out from restraint, or to burst into violent 
action. 

1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud . Ep. 143 All which is per- 
verted in this eruptive generation. 1744 Thomson Summer 
1132 The sudden glance [lightning] Appears far south 
eruptive through the cloud. 1865 M. Arnold Ess. Crit. 
65 The eruptive and the aggressive manner in literature. 
1873 Browning R ed Cott. Night-c. 117 Hell, eruptive and 
fuliginous, Sickens to very pallor. 

2 . Of or pertaining to volcanic eruption ; tending 
to or engaged in eruption ; of the nature of or 
characterized by eruption. Of rocks : Formed or 
forced up by eruption, showing traces of eruption. 

1799 Kihwan Geol. Ess. 288 Into these errors Mr. White- 
hurst was betrayed by his fondness for the eruptive or plu- 
tonic theory. 1819 Byron Proph. Dante 111, 187 The 
volcano's fierce eruptive crest. 1849 Murchison Siluria v. 
92 Crystalline rock, both eruptive and metamorphic. 1869 
Phillips Vesuv . iii. 79 Within the crater was found a round 
and small actively eruptive cone. 1878 Newcomb Pop. 
Astron. ill. ii. 262 The eruptive protuberances. 

quasi-sA 1884 Irving in Amer. Jml. Sc. Ser. in. (1885) 
XXIX. 241 The gneisses, .forming our supposed eruptives, 
are if eruptive, manifestly not to be compared with the 
lavas of modern times. 

3 . Path. Attended with or producing eruption 
or efflorescence. 

1790 Sir W. Fordyce Virtues Mur. Acid. 1 The striking 
effects produced by the spirit of sea-salt in all our putrid 
diseases . . 1 mean the Eruptive fevers. 1796 Burke Regie. 
Peace Wks. (1842) II. 279 It is in the nature of these erup- 
tive diseases in the state to sink in by fits, and re-appear. 
3834 Penny Cycl. II. 207/2 Antimony is also used in some 
eruptive or exanthematous fevers. 1852 Miss Yonge 
Cameos (1877) III, v. 41 A serious attack of illness of an 
eruptive kind. 

b. transf. (humorous.) 

1848 Thackeray Bk. Snobs xxxiii, Thomas wears a page’s 
costume of eruptive buttons. 

Hence Ertrptively a., in an eruptive manner. 
Eru*ptiveness, the quality of being eruptive. 
Eruptivity = Eruptiveness. 

1869 Daily News 1 July, The candlesticks all over knobs 
and excrescences as if eruptively affected, 1885 G. Mere- 
dith Diana Crossw. I. i. 19 They create by stoppage a 
volcano, and are amazed at its eruptiveness. 1882 Geikie 
Text-bk. Geol, iv. vn. 537 They possess likewise various 
values as marks of eruptivity. 

t Eruptu rient, a. Obs. [f. L. erupt - ppl. 
stem of erumpere, after the analogy of words 
derived from desiderative vbs., e. g. esurient.] 
Ready to burst forth, on the point of bursting forth. 

1664 Power Exp. Philos. 138 You shall perceive a greater 
protrusion of your finger by the erupturient quicksilver. 
1685 H. More Para. Prophet. 388 Something akin to actual 
Persecution, which was erupturient all the while. 1721-61 
in Bailey. 177$ in Ash. 

t Eruptirrive, a. Obs.—° [badly f. L. erupt- : 
see Erupt vi] * Breaking forth \ 

1782-90 in Bailey. 

Hrur, obs. 'form of Erer, Error. 

Erusca’tion. Ignorantly used for Coruscation. 

1653 A. Wilson Jos. J, 64 Some eruscations and light- 
nings of joy appeared in her Countenance. 

f Erustate, v. Obs .— 0 [Error for *eruscate, f. 
late L. ser meat- ppl. stem of serusedre, glossed 
‘ ses undique colligere'f] 

1623 Cockeram 11, Getting Mony by all means. E-rus- 
iating. 

Erve, var. of Erf, Obs., cattle. 

Ervest, obs. form of Harvest. 

Erveth, -lich(e, var. of Arveth, -lich(e, Obs. 

t E’rvil. Obs. Anglicized form of L. ervilia 
1 the bitter vetch’ (L. and Sh.). 

* 55 * Turner Herbal 1. Kiija, Theophrastus rekeneth 
cicercitlam among eruilles and peese. 1601 Holland Pliny 
II. 9 Madder of. Italie . . is sowed besides of seed, and set 
of slips in.,manner*of Eruile. 


Ery, obs. form of Eery and Every. 

suffix,ME.-erie, forming sbs., first occurs 
in words adopted from Fr., and after the analogy 
of these has been extensively used as an Eng. 
formative. * 

1. The Fr. -erie is of two distinct origins: a. 
Representing a com. Romanic -arva (Pr. -aria 
It. -e Ha, Sp. -erict), produced by the addition of 
the suffix -ra (Fr. -ie, -y 3 ) to sbs. or adjs. formed 
with the L. suffix -drio- (Fr. -ier, -er). A large 
proportion of the Fr. sbs. in -ier, - er (see -er*) 
are designations of persons according to occupation 
or office ; their derivatives in -erie denote some- 
times the class of goods in which these persons 
deal, as draper ie drapery, f, drapier draper; some- 
times their employment or art, as archerie archery, 
f. archer archer ; sometimes the place where their 
occupation is carried on, as boulangerie bakery, 
f. botdanger baker. After the analogy of these 
many Fr. words were formed with -erie from sbs. 
and adjs. without the intervention of a derivative 
in -ier. Examples of the varying force of the 
suffix are soierie silk goods, f. soie silk ; niaiserie 
foolish conduct, f. niais foolish ; juiverie Jewry, 
f. juif Jew. b. Resulting from the addition of 
the suffix -ie to agent-nouns in OF. -ere, -cor 
(mod. F. -eur) i— L. -ator, -atorem. After the 
analogy of words thus formed, the suffix -erie 
was used to form derivatives immediately from 
verb-stems. Of the Fr. sbs. in -erie derived from 
vbs. (either through an agent-noun or directly) 
some denote a class of actions, as tromperie deceit, 
f. tromper to deceive ; others an occupation, art, 
etc., as conjiserie the business of a confectioner, 
f. cojijire to preserve fruits, etc, ; others the place 
where an occupation is carried on, as brasserie 
brewery, f. brasser to brew. 

2. Of the Eng. words ending in -ery many are 
adoptions from Fr., as battery, bravery, cutlery , 
nunnery , treachery. Many others are formed on 
sbs. in -er, and are properly examples of the suffix 
-y 3 ; but in individual instances it is often un- 
certain whether a word was originally formed on an 
agent-noun in -er or directly on the verb. The de- 
rivatives of sbs. in -er and of verbs for the most part 
denote the place where an employment is carried 
on, as bakery , brewery, jisheiy, pottery ; occasion- 
ally they denote classes of goods, as confectionery , 
ironmongery , pottery ; after the analogy of such 
words, the suffix is added to sbs. with a general 
collective sense ( = ‘-ware\ ( -stuff', or the like) 
as in crockery, machinery , scenery . The words 
formed by adding -ery to sbs. sometimes \ though 
rarely) signify a state or condition, as slavery; 
oftener the force of the suffix is * that which is 
characteristic of, all that is connected with Y in 
most cases with contemptuous implication, as 
in knavery, monkery, popery; another frequent 
use is to denote the place where certain animals 
are kept or certain plants cultivated, as piggery, 
rookery , swannery , vinery. During the last few 
years this suffix in pi. form has been rather exten- 
sively used in the coinage of jocular nonce-words ; 
the Fisheries Exhibition held at South Kensington 
in 1883 having been colloquially known as ‘the 
Fisheries’, the name ‘ Healtheries’ was commonly 
given to the succeeding Health Exhibition, and 
the Colonial and Indian Exhibition was called 
* the Colinderies ’ ; an exhibition of bicycles and 
tricycles was called ‘the Wheeleries’. These 
formations are often imitated colloquially. Cf. 

‘ The Dukeries ’ (after the analogy of ‘ The Pot- 
teries ’) as a name for the tract of country occu- 
pied by the great ducal estates in Notts, and North 
Derbyshire. 

3. In many words this suffix has now the con- 
tracted form -ry, q.v. 

Erye, obs. form of Ear v. to plough. 

Eryness, obs. form of Eeriness. 

1375 Barbour Bruce 11. 295 Sum men for eryness will 
trymbill. 

[Erynet, mistake for crynet, Crinet. 

1688 R. Holme Armoury 11. 237/1 Of a Hawk, .the Erynets 
are the little Feathers under the eyes, or hairs about the Sear.] 

t Ery nge. Obs. rare . [ad. L. eryngion : see 
next.] * Eryngo 1 b. 

1578 Lyte Dodoens iv. lviii. 519 Plinie calleth it also 
Erynge ; the writers of our time cal it Eryngium marinum. 
i6ox Holland Pliny II. 119 As for the white Erynge, our 
countrymen call it in Latine Centum-capita. 

Eryngo (frrijgo). Also 6-8 eringo, 6-7 aphet . 
ringo. [Immediate source uncertain : perhaps a 
corrupt adoption of It. or Sp. eringio, ad. L. eryn- 
gion, a. Gr. 1 fyijyyto^ dim. of rjpvyyos the name of 
this plant, also a goat’s beard.] 


EBYSIPELACEOUS. 
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ESCALADE, 


1 . fa. The candied root of the Sea Holly 
(. Eryngiujn inaritinmm\, formerly used as a 
sweetmeat, and regarded as an aphrodisiac. Obs. 
b. In later use, the plant itself, or any other of 
the same genus. _ (In this sense the L. eryngium 
was used by earlier writers.) 

a. 1598 Shaks. Merry W. v. v. 23 Let it . . haile kissing 
Comfits, and snow Eringoes. 1599 Marston Sco. Villanie 
l iii. 181 Camphire and Lettuce chaste Are clean cashdrd, 
now Sophi Ringoes eate. 1616 R. C. Times' Whis. vi. 2771 
Candid eringoes, and rich marchpaine stuff, c 1630 Risdon 
Surv. Devon § 277 (1810) 288 Sea-holly groweth plentifully, 
whose roots are called eringo. 1681 Otway Soldier's Fort. 
v, Here child, here's some Ringoes. 1709 Pope Jan. # 
May 377 Satyrion near, with hot Eringo's stood. 

b- [1616 Surfl. & Markh. Country Marine 203 Eringium 
groweth in an vntilled, rough, and drie ground. 1626 Bacon 
Sylva (1631) § 53 Some few Slices of Eryngium Roots.] 
1668 Wilkins Real Char. 11. iv. § 4. 94 Eringo, an Herb. 
1695 Blackmore Pr. Artk. v 439 In verdant Samphire and 
Eringo drest. 1718 Quincy Comp L Disp. 120 Eryngo grows 
in sandy places, and near the Sea-Shore. 1798 Canning 
New Morality in Anti- Jacobin No. 36 .18521 212 Eringoes 
o’er the hallow’d spot shall bloom. 1861 Miss Pratt 
Flower PL III. 4 Eryngium \ Eryngo.!. Flowers in a dense 
prickly head. 

2. attrib esp. e?yngo-root. 

1634-5 Althorp MS. in Simpkinson Washingtons (i860) 
p. Ixix, For ashen keyes and eringo rootes. 3656 Evelyn : 
Mem. (1857) L 332 Colchester, .is also famous for oysters 
and Eringo root. 1709 Prior Paulo Purganii 72 One 
might see Eringo Roots and Bold Tea. 1848 C. A. Johns 
Week at Lizard 283 Candied Eryngo-root. 

f E:rysi:pela-ceons, a. Obs. rare . [f. Ery- 

SIPEL-AS + -ACEOUS.J = ERYSIPELATOUS. 

1684 tr. Bonet's Merc. Compit. vi. 191 In a very vehement 
and ui*gent Inflammation, as an Erisipelaceous one. 

Erysipelas (erisrpi'tas). Path. Forms : 4 
herisipila, 6 herisipelas, erisipila, 6-7 erisi- 
pelas, -ilas, -ylas, erisypelas, erysipilas, -iles, 
-ely, (eresipyla, iresipilis, 9 earisiply), 7- 
erysipelas. [a. Gr. epvaiireKas (Hippocrates), of 
doubtful etymology. Commonly regarded as f. 
*epvcn-s reddening (:— OAryan *rudhti s, f. root 
*reudh, whence Gr. epvOpos red) + ;reA.- in 7reAAa 
skin (cogn. with L. pellis and Fell) ; but the 
formation appears abnormal. For the first ele- 
ment cf. kpva&r) red blight on corn.] 

A local febrile disease accompanied by diffused 
inflammation of the skin, producing a deep red 
colour; often called St. Anthony’s fire, or ‘the 
rose’. 

3398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. Add. MS. 27944 fo. 63 As 
it farej? of hem \>a.t haue an euel hat hatte herisipla. 
3527 Andrew Brunswyke' s Distyll. Waters H iij b, Hous- 
leke. .is good agaynst the sore called Erisipila. 1543 Tra- 
heron Vigo's Chirurg. 11. iii. 37 You must beware, that 
Herisipelas retourne not. 1635 Brathwait A read. Pr. 
173 This Erysipelas or wilde fire being once kindled, the 
flame is not so soon to be quenched. 1693 Q. Mary Let. 

( 1886) 107, I so heated my blood that I had an iresipilis 
upon on arm. 3736 Bailey Househ. Diet. 268 Erysipelas 
or St. Anthony's fire. 1769 W. Buchan Dom. Med. « 1790) 
251 It is common to bleed in the erysipelas. 1826 J. Wil- 
liams Last Legacy 10 For the Earisiply, or St. Anthony's 
Fire. 1872 Darwin Emotions xiii. 325 Erysipelas of the 
head commonly induces delirium. 

Hence S^rysTpela’tic a. [see -ic], of the nature 
of erysipelas ; resembling erysipelas. Erysipela- 
toid a. [see -oid], resembling erysipelas, f Hry- 
sipelous a. [ + -ous] = Erysipelatous. + E=ry- 
sipe:lato*se a. [see -ose] = Erysipelatous. 

1883 Standard 3 Jan. 3/2 Wide-spread inflammation of 
au erysipelatic character. 1710 T. Fuller Pharm, Extemp. 
283 It is a useful thing. . for Erysipelatose Affections. 1786 
Cowper Let. Aug. 9 An eresypylatose [«V] eruption. 

Erysipelatous (esrisipedatas), a. [f. Gr. kpv- 
<rnr€\ar- stem of kpvaheXas (see prec.) + -ous : cf. 
Fr. £rysipelateuxl\ Pertaining to, or of the nature 
of, erysipelas : affected with erysipelas. 

1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. iv. iii 182 An Inflam- 
mation . . Oedematous, Schirrous, Erisipelatous according 
to the predominancy of melancholy, flegme, or choler. 1769 
Buchan Dom. Med. liv. (1826) 269 Erysipelatous redness 
in the skin. 1814 Coleridge in Cottle Remin. (18371 357 
An erysipelatous complaint. 1861 Hulme tr. Moquin - Tan- 
don n. v. ii. 264 Erysipelatous spots. 1871 Napheys Prev. <Sf* 
Cure Dis. in. xiv. 1094 An erysipelatous patient. 

Erysy, Erytage, obs. ff. Heresy, Heritage. 

Erythema (eri>r*ma). Path . [a. Gr. kpvOiyxa 
(stem hpv&rjfxarp. f. epv&aivuv to be red, f. kpvd-pus 
red.] A superficial inflammation of the skin, show- 
ing itself chiefly in rose-coloured patches. 

1766-83 W. Cullen First Lines Pkys. § 274 Wks. 1827 
II. 23 When the disease is an affection of the skin alone 
. . I shall give the disease the name of Erythema. i8ix 
Abernethy Surg. Wks. I. 198 A Burgundy pitch plaster 
causes extensive erythema. 3855 Lancet ix July 79/2 A 
fugacious roseola or erythema. 

Hence Erythema-tic a. [ + -ic], of, pertaining to, 
or of the nature of erythema. Erythe matous a. 
[-f-ous] = prec. 

3766-83 W. Cullen First Lines Phys. § 385 Wks. 3827 
II. 71 The inflammation of the stomach is of two kinds, 
Phlegmonic, or Ery thematic. 3842 T. H. Burgess tr. 
Cazenove's Dis. Skin 330 This erythematous ring is often 
the seat of small vesicles. x86x T. Graham Pract. Med. 
667 Surrounded by an erythematous efflorescence. 


Erythism, erroneous spelling of Erethism. 
Erytkric (eri-^rik), a. Chem. [f. Gr. kpv$p- 6 s 
red -r -ic.] Erythric acid'. J a. (see quot. 1840); 
b. = Erythrin. 

1840 Henry Elem. Client. IT. 415 An acid has also been 
obtained by Brugnatelli, by acting on uric acid with nitric 
acid, which he has proposed to call erythric acid. 186s 
Macmillan Footn. Page Nat. 117 Schunk v discovered [in 
rock-moss or cudbear] a colourless crystalline acid, called 
erythric acid. 

Erytbriu (eri*J)rin). Chem. [f. as prec. + -in.] 
* An acid (C20 H 22 O i0 ) discovered by Heeren in 
Roccella tinctoria ; it appears also to be contained 
in most of the lichens from which archil is pre- 
pared’ (Watts Diet. Chem. 1882). 

3838 T. Thomson Chem . Org. Bodies 385 The erythrin.. 
undergoes a notable change, for it is insoluble in water. 

{[ Erythrina (eri^mi-na). [mod. L., f. Gr. 
kpvdpbs red.] The Coral-tree, a genus of tropical 
trees (N.O. Leguminosae ) bearing clusters of blood- 
red flowers. 

3865 Parkman Huguenots iv. (1875^ 58 The coral blossoms 
of the erythrina glow in the shade beneath. 1871 Mateer 
Travancore 300 The flaming Erythrina, or coral tree. 
3875 Miss Bird Sandwich 1 st. ti88o) 60 The surf-board., 
is usually made of the erythrina, or the breadfruit tree. 

Erythrine (eri*J>roin). Min. [f. Gr. cpv$p~ 6 s 

red + -INE.J = Cobalt-bloom. 

1837 Allan Phillips' Min . 289 Cobalt Bloom. .Erythrine. 
1882 Watts Chem. Diet, s. v. 

Erythrite (errjjrait). Also 9 erithrite, [f. 
as prec. + -ite.] 

1 . Min. a. = Cobalt-bloom, b. ‘A flesh-co- 
loured feldspar, containing 3 per cent, magnesia, 
found in amygdaloid’ (Watts Diet. Chem . 1882). 

3844 Dana M in. 353 The Erythrite of Thomson . . is a 
flesh colored feldspar. 1868 Ibid. 559 Erythrite when 
abundant is valuable for the manufacture of smalt. 

2 . Chem. An organic substance obtainable from 
erythrin. 

1865 Williamson Chem. for Students li. § 312 The 
formula of erithrite is C 1 H 10 OK 3869 Roscoe Elem. 
Chem. 391 The only tetravalent alcohol as yet known is 
erythrite. 

Erythro- (eri j>m-) (before a vowel ery'thr 
combining form of Gr. kpvOpb-s red, in several 
compounds occurring in Chemistry, with a few 
in Mineralogy, etc. 

Erythro-benze'ne (see quot). Erytlir olein 

[see Olein]. EryrthroH'trami [see Litmus and 
-in], ‘red substances obtained from litmus* (Watts 
Diet. Chem. 1882). Erythrophyll, Che?n. [Gr. 
<pv\X-ov leaf], the red colouring matter of leaves 
in autumn. Ery:thropky*llin, Chem. [see prec. 
and -in] = prec. EryrtExopliytoscope [Gr. 
<j pvTo-v plant + -<rtcoiro$ observer] = Erythroscope. 
Ery:thropro-tid [see Proteid or Protide], ‘ a red 
extractive matter obtained by Mulder from albu- 
min and allied substances Ery-throre tin, 
Chem. [see Ret-ene and -in], ‘a resinous constituent 
of rhubarb-root, soluble with purple-red colour in 
alkalis’ (Watts Diet. Chem. 1882). Erythxo- 
scope [Gr. -gkottos observer], an optical contriv- 
ance, by which the green of foliage is caused to 
appear red, while all other green objects retain 
their natural hue (see quot.). Ery:th.rosi*derite, 
Min. [Gr. <n'8?7p-oj f - ite], a hydrous chloride of 
potassium and iron formed by sublimation in the 
lavas of Vesuvius. Erythrozyme, Chem. [Gr. 
Cbfxrf leaven], ‘ an azotised substance which exists 
in madder root, and gives rise to a peculiar trans- 
formation of rubian ’ (Watts Diet. Chem. 1882 V 
1879 Watts Diet. Chem. YI. 583 *Erythrobenzene> a red 
colouring matter prepared from nitrobenzene by leaving 
32 pts. of that substance in contact with 24 pts. of fine iron 
filings and 6 pts. strong hydrochloric acid, for 24 hours at 
ordinary temperatures. 1882 Ibid. III. 731 *Erythrolitmin 
forms crystalline grains of a fine deep red colour, coloured blue 
by potash. 3875 Bennett & Dyer tr .Sachs' Bot. 686 *Ery- 
throphyll group. 1884 Bower & Scott De Bary's Phancr. 
<5* Ferns 66 Cell-sap .. tinted with dissolved pigments t,Ery- 
throphyll, &c.). 187 & S. Kens, Museum CaiaL No. 3702 
*Erythrophytpscope. 3845 G. Day tr. Simon's Anim. 
Chem. 1 . 29 Glutin and water may be supposed to be formed 
from protid and *erythroprotid by the ammonia. 1852-9 
Todd CycL Anat. IV. 164/2 Erythroprotid, when pure, is of 
a fine red colour. 1876 Harley Mat. Med. 466 Rhubarb con- 
tains 3 resins, aporetin phoeoretin, and *erythroretin. 1876 
S Mens. Museum Cat at. No. 3700 *Erythroscope. 1879 
Rood Chromatics vii. 83 Sirnler has constructed a simple 
. . apparatus, based on the singular property which living 
leaves have of reflecting abundantly the extreme red rays 
of the spectrum : it is cal’ed an erythroscope. 1875 Dana 
Min. App. ii. 19 *Erythrosiderite . . Color red. Very solu- 
ble. 1876 tr. Schutzenbergers Fermentation 24 In the fer- 
mentation of sugar by means of *erythrozyme. 

Erythrogen (erufir^enb [mod. f. Gr. kpv$po~ 
Erythro- h- -gen ' z * producer \] 

1 . Pot. ‘ A term for a variety of the supposed 
colouring matter of vegetables, called Chromogen, 
because it produces a red colour with acids ’. (Syd. 
Soe. Lex.) 

2 . Chem. * A crystalline, fatty substance obtained 


from diseased bile; so called from the reddish 
or purple color of some of its compounds’ (Watts 
Diet. Chem. 1882). 

1846 Worcester cites Penny Cyclop . ; and in mod. Diets. 

Brytiiroid (e*riJ?roid), a. [mod. f. Gr. kpv&p-os 

(see 1LRYTHR0-) + -oid.] Of a red colour, reddish. 

1847 in Craig ; and in mod. Diets. ,, 

Erytyke, obs. form of Heretic. 
tEs, sb. Obs . Also 4 lies, 5 ese. [OE. ses, 

corresp. to OHG. ds y MDu. aes (mod.Ger., Du. 
cuts) -OTeut. *iesso(m } f. dt- ablaut-form of root 
*et- to Eat.] Carrion ; also carrion used as bait, 
a bait. 

Beowulf (Gr.) 1333 Atol sese wlanc eft siSas teah fylle 
Sefnegnod. 975 O. E. Chron ,, Letan him behindan . . fiane 
hasewan padan earn aeftan hwit seses brucan. c 1x75 Lamb . 
Horn. 123 penne biS he gredi fies eses and forswole3eS J>ene 
hoc ford mid Fan ese. 1340 Ayenb. 55 Yerne to }?e mete ase 
dej? J>e bond to \>e hes. c 1450 Lat. £ Eng. Voc. in Wr.- 
Wulcker 579 Edia y ese. 

Es, pers. pron. Obs. [phonetic variant of hes } 
his ; often attached to the vb. of which it is the 
obj. : see His pron. 2 , and cf. ■'j* As pron. 2 
a. Them {ace. pi.), b. Her, it ( acc.fem . sing.). 

a x2oo Moral Ode 55 pe j?et echte wile habben wel hwile 
)>e he mu3e es welden. Giue hies for godes luue i J>enne 
de)> hes wel ihalden. c 1250 Gen. <$• Ex. 135 He knowned 
[read knowed] one ilc sterre name, He settes in Se firma- 
ment. c 1300 Havclok 970 He bouthe him bo^e hosen and 
shon, And sone dide him dones on. c 1314 Guy IVarw. 
(A.) 3850 He oxed his armes hastiliche And men es him 
fcrou^t sikerliche. 

Es, obs. form of His/?w2.1 

a 1300 Cursor M. 4641 (Cott.), I wat nour quar es mak. 
Ibid. 4677 Depe selers. .Thoru es aun scel-wis red, He fild 
wit wines, quite and red. 

Es, obs. form of is : see Be v. A. 1. 

Es, obs. var. of are : see Be v. A. 1 
Es-, prefix, occurring in adoptions of OF. words 
beginning with es- L. ex- out. A few of these 
words survive with the prefix unchanged, as escape , 
escheat ; a few others have been refashioned with 
ex-, after Latin, as esample, now example , es- 
change , now exchange ; but the much larger number 
of them are obsolete. Before eh this prefix was 
in 14-1 5th c. occasionally written e}-. A frequent 
variant of es- is a- : see A- pref. 9. 

If The examples of the prefix es- must be distin- 
guished from those of the euphonic e prefixed in 
OF. (as in Pr., Sp., Pg.) to an initial s followed 
by a consonant, e.g. especial \ esquire. 

il E'salon. Obs. rare. Also 6 easalon. Mis- 
spelling of Lat. sesalon [ad. Gr. alaaXoov], the 
name of a bird of prey, ‘the rust-kite or moor- 
buzzard’ (Lewis and Short), ‘the merlin’ (Liddell 
and Scott ) ; in context of first quot. it is said to 
be the smallest of the buzzard kind. 

^ 1572 Bossewell A rmorie in. 27 Enemye to them [Ravens] 
is a lyttle Byrde called Easalon, which breaketh theire 
egges. 1651 J. F[reake] Agrippa's Occ. Philos. 40 There 
is . .a bitter enmity betwixt the htle bird called Esalon, and 
the Asse. 

T Esba'tement. Obs. [a. OF. esbatement, 
mod.Fr. ibcUiement, f. {s)Sbattre to divert (one- 
self) = Pr. esbatre. It. shatters late L. type *ex~ 
battere , f. ex out + battZre to beat. Cf. Abate.] 
Amusement, diversion ; an amusement. Cf. Abate- 
ment 2 b. 

147S Caxton Jason 119 The daye passed and the feste in 
daunces, carolles and esbatements. 3483 — G. de la Tour 
xxiii, These wordes are but sport and esbatement of lordes. 
1531 Elyot Gov. 1. x, If he haue pleasure in wrastling . . 
where shall he se any more plesant esbatementes than that, 
t Esbay, V. Obs. rare. Also 6 esbaie. [a. 
OF. esbai-r, mod.Fr. (/jibahir : see Abash, of 
which this is a variant.] trans. To cow, dismay. 

1480 Caxton Ovid's Met. xni. xvii, I was moche esbayed 
and wondred what this might be. 1531 Elyot, Gov. m. 
xix, Wherwith [the letter of Parmemo] he [Alexander] 
beinge nothing esbaied, helde in his handes the letter . . 
and oranke also the medicine. 

t Esbrandill, v. Obs. rare— 1 , [ad. Fr. 
brandeler (now /b ranter), f. es- (see Es-) + bran- 
deter, now Premier to shake.] trans . To shake. 

3588 Q. Elizabeth Let. to Jas. 8 Oct, (1849) 159 Never 
shall dread of any mans behaviour cause me doo ought that 
may esbrandill the seat that so well is settled. 

T E scalf d. Obs.~~° [ad. L. escal-is , f. esea 
food.] Pertaining to food ; fit to be eaten, 

1656-83 in Blount Glossogr . ; 1775 in Ash. 

Escalade (eskal^*d), sb. Also 8 escallade. 
[a. Yx. escalade, ad. Sp. escalada = It. scalata , f. It. 
and med L. scaldre to scale, £, L. scdla ladder. 
Cf. Scalade, Scalado.] 

1 . The action of scaling the walls of a fortified 
place by the use of ladders ; also transf. and fig. 

3598 Florio, Scalada , an escalade, a scaling of a wall with 
ladders. 1672 Marvell Reh. Transp. I. 60 He must raze 
the Fort of S*. Katherine, and attempt, .a second Escalade. 
1712 Lond. Gaz . No. 5026/5 Two thousand of the Enemy 
attempted . . to take Arrouches by Escallade. 1790 Beat- 
son Nav. <$■ Mil. Mem . I. 180, He prepared ladders for an 
escalade. 1824 Wiffen Tasso xn. iii, Whilst I.. with dis- 
tant shafts but checked Their eager escalade. *832 Southey 
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Hist.Penins. War III. 416 Had they been aware how 
little it [the fort] was injured, they would not have recoin* 
mended the escalade so soon. 1884 Stevenson New Arab. 
Nts. 107 The wall had been protected against such an esca* 
Jade by-. old bottles. 

If 2. ? erroneous use. A series of terraces one 
above the other, like a staircase. Hence the same 
writer forms Eseala*ded a. [-ed 2 ], formed into 
an '■ escalade’. 

.1853 Kane Grinnell Exp. vi. (1856(46 The washings of 
the melted snows had accumulated, in little escalades or 
terraces, a scanty mould. 1836 — A ret. Expl II. xiv. 148 
The escaladed structure of the Arctic glacier. 

4 Escalade (eskaU l ’d), v. [f, prec. sb.] irons. 
To climb up and get over or enter (a wall, rampart, 
etc.) by means of ladders ; to scale. 

, xSox Wellington in Gurw. Disp. I. 361 They might esca- 
lade the outer wall, taking care to carry over some ladders 
for the purpose of escalading the inner wall. 1830 Alison 
Hist. Europe (1849) I. jv. 535 A .. multitude had already 
begun.. to escalade the parapets. 

Hence Escala'dex, one who escalades. Bsca- 
la'ding" vbl. sb., in quot. attrib. 

1849 Grote Greece 11. xii. V. 157 The successful escaladers 
opened the gates to the entire Persian host. 1863 Thorn- 
bury True as Steel III. 105 The escaladers were then to 
advance, 1839-43 Alison Hist. Europe (ed. 8) III. xviii. 
557 A loud shout, .announced the success of the escalading 
party. 

Bscala&O (eskala'd^), arch. Also 6-7 es- 
calada. [a. Sp, escalada (see Escalade); first 
used in correct form, afterwards with the usual 
perversion of Sp. ~ada into -ado 2 .] *» Escal- 
ade sb. 

1598 Barret Theor. Warres Gloss, 250 Escalada. .is the 
skalmg of a wall or fort with ladders. x6oo Holland Livy 
XLii, lxiii. 1152^ The Consull , . purposed to invest the citie 
round about with the Escalado. 1625 Bacon Consid. War 
Spain { 16291 51 That.. we should, .haue wonne one Toune 
of importance by Escalada. 1641 Baker Citron. 67 Using 
all meanes possible, by Escalado, Battery, and burning the 

f ites, to enter the City. 1859 Thackeray Virgin, lxxii, 
ragedies, intrigues, serenades, escaladoes. 

t EscaT©, v. Obs. rare- 1 , [var. of Scale vi] 

' 1579 Fenton Gubcciard. vi. 301 Vsing the sendee of eskal- 
ing ladders, they commaunded the wall, 
t Escaliue. Obs. [ad. F. escalin, ad, Du. 
sckelling , Ger, schilling Shilling.] A Flemish 
coin. 

1674 Lend. Gaz. No. 904/4, 2 or 300 Lewises of Gold, 32 
Escalines of Gold. 

Esealion (esksedion). rare. « Scallion. 

1847 Gosse Birds of Jamaica 312 They are fond of pick- 
ing about the beds of shallots and escalions. 

11 EscaHonia (eskalffumia). [mod.Lat. f. Es- 
callon the name of the discoverer.] A genus of 
flowering shrubs (N.O. Saxifragacex ) found in the 
temperate parts of South America. 

388a Garden 29 Apr. 292/1 Escallonias are useful. 1884 
Daily News. 2 Sept, 2/1 Looking on a summer sea from 
..terraces lined with laurel, fuchsia, and escalonia. 

Escallop (eskse’bp). Also 7 ©scollop, 7-8 
escalop. [a. OF. escalope shell, an adoption from 
some Teut lang. ; cf, MDu. schelpe (mod. Du. 
schelp ) shell. The variant Scallop is found much 
earlier, and is still in use.] 

1. A bivalve mollusc of the genus Pecten ; *■ 
Scallop i. 

1610 Guillim Heraldry hi. xxiii. (1660) 238 The Escallop 
(according to Dioscorides) is engendred of the Dew and 
Ayre. 1677 Plot Oxfordsh. 78 The stone is stuck full of 
Cockles, Escallops, and Oysters. 1886 Daily News 24 Dec. 
2/6 Escallops, 6d. per dozen. 

% Her. = Escallop-shell. 

1673 J. Webster Metallogr. 1. 21 Shillings marked with 
an Escalope. 1708 J. Chamberlaynb St. Gt. Brit. 11. in, x. 
(^743) 429 The point of the sword [is] formed like an escalop 
flourished. 1864 Boutell Heraldry Hist. ip Pop. xv. (ed. 3.) 
184 Three escallops or. 

3 . One of a series of segments of circles forming 
a ‘ scalloped ’ edge. More usually Scallop. 

1691 Ray Creation (1714) 102 The figure of the leaves . . 
divided into so many jags or Escallops. 

4. Comb, escallop-basin, a basin made in the 
form of an escallop shell. 

1644 Evelyn Mem. (18x9) 1 . 44 Before this grotto is a long 
poole into which ran divers spouts of water from leaden 
escollop basins. 

Es Galloped (eskmdopt ),ppl. a. [f. * escallop vb. 
.{.■» Scallop v.) + -ed l.] An alternative (but now 
less frequent) form of Scalloped, 

1. Having the border or edge cut in f scallops’ 
or segments of circles ; = Scalloped i. 

x6ii Speed Hist. Gt. Brit. tx. xii. §82 Now Burgundians 
scorne their Fliece of Gold; The French, th" Escalppt 
Collar set with grace, 1672 Grew Idea Philos. Hist. 
Plants (1682) 3 Leaves are Long or Round, Even-edg’d or 
Escallop’d, and many other ways different. 1842 Blacfro. 
Mag. LI. 727 They only succeed . . by cross beams and es- 
calloped wedges jambed in between them and their coronets. 
*885 R. Heath in Mag. Art. Sept. 481/2 The ladies wore 
escaloped laced ‘ heads ', mostly English, 
b. Her. 

1720 Strype Stow’s Surv. II. v. xiv. 320/2 His robe 
turned down about his neck Azure, Escaloped. 

2. Of oysters; = Scalloped 2 . rare . 
x 8 Bo Howells Undisc. Country 14 A person you might 
help to escalloped oysters or ice-cream at an evening party. 


EscaTlop-sheTl. ** Scallop-shell. 

1. The shell of the escallop, usually a single 
valve of the shell. 

Pilgrims returning from the shrine of. St. James at Com- 
postella were accustomed to wear an escallop-shelly found on 
the Galician shore ; hence, this shell tin ecclesiastical sym- 
bolism. used as. the emblem of the apostle) is often referred 
to as the distinctive badge of a pilgrim. . 

1628 Coke On Litt. Pref. , The Senators of Rome did weare 
bracelets of Escalop shelles about their armes. 1634 Pea- 
ch am Genii. Exerc.n. iv. 116 Upon her [Thetis'] head a Co- 
ronet of Periwinkle and Escallop shelles. 1644EVELYN Mem. 
(1857) I. xox The piazza, .being made with, descending steps, 
much resembles the figure of an escalop-shell. 1833 Kirby 
Hob. <§* Inst. Anim.l. viii. 254 None are more beautiful . . 
than . . Escallop shells or Comb shells. 1846 Prescott Feed. 
4* Is. I. vi. 283 The escalop-shell, the device of St, James, 
was adopted as the universal badge of the palmer. 

2. An imitation of a scallop shell used for orna- 
mental purposes ; esp. in the collar of the order 
of St. Michael. 

3664 Evelyn Acc. Architects (R.), With such ornament 
and decoration as best becomes them: as to Nymphs., 
esealop-shells. 1864 J. Woodward in N. <$• Q. V. 184 The 
collar of this order was composed of escallop shells. 

3. Her. The figure of an escallop borne as a charge. 

3610 Guillim Heraldry in. xxiu. (16x1) 171 He beareth 

Argent, an Escallop shell gules by the name of Prelate. 
3628 Coke On Litt. Pref., A Cheuron betwene three Esca- 
lop shelles Sable. 3766-87 Porny Heraldry 175 Three 
Escallop-shells Pearl. 1864 Boutell Heraldry Hist. $ 
Pop. xv. 1Q2 The escallop shells appear again upon the 
shield of De Bigot. 

t E scandalize, v. Obs. ' In 6 -ise. [ad. Sp. 
escandalizar laie L. scandalizdrei] = Scandalize. 

1374 Hellowes Guevara ’ s Fam. Ep. 242 Before they 
..do justice they shall escandalise the common wealth, 1640 
R. Brathwa.it Banister Led. 100 By jesting I have many 
times escandalized another. 

Escapable (ysk^’pab’l), a. [f. Escape v. + 
-able.] That can be escaped. 

1864 in Webster ; and in mod. Diets. 

Escapade (eskap^d). [a. Hr. escapade, ad. Sp. 
or Pr. escapada, f. escapar : see Escape vi] 

1. An act of escaping from confinement or re- 
straint ; a runaway excursion. • 

1653 Urquhart Rabelais 1. iv, I wish your bum- jut [may] 
fall out and make an escapade. 1813 Scott Guy M. xxxvi, 
His second escapade was made for the purpose of visiting 
the field of Rullion-green. 3868 E. Edwards Raleigh L 
iv. 74 He tried,. an escapade to the Low Countries ... in a 
ship which lay. .at Sandwich. 

b. fig. A breaking loose from restraint or rules; 
a flighty piece of conduct. 

1814 Scott Wav xxxiv, A youthful escapade, which 
might be easily atoned. 1827 A. Fonblanque Eng. under 
Seven Administr. (1837) I. 80 A young nobleman, .commits 
an escapade (the name given to the offences of persons of 
quality*. 3862 Mrs. H. Wood Mrs. Halib. 11, xxiii, Anna 
could have died rather than suffer her escapade to reach the 
ears of home. 1885 Manch. Exam . 15 May 5/3 Lord R. 
Churchill’s latest escapade, .is the theme of general remark. 
1 2. Of a horse : A throwing off of control ; a 
fit of plunging and rearing. Obs. rare. 

1673 Dryden Coni/. Granada 1. i, His fiery Arab.. 
Sprung loose, and flew into an Escapade, 

II Escapade 1 (eskapa-dt?). [Sp. ; pa. pple. of 
escapar to Escape.] An escaped prisoner. 

3881 Mayne Reid Free Lances I. ix. 94 The retaken esca- 
padoes had been brought back. 

Eseapa*do 2 . rare— 1 . Pseudo-foreign form of 

Escapade. 

3849 Tames Woodman xxxvi. Know you aught of this 
escapado, Signor Chartley. 

t Esca*p?..L Obs. rare. [f. Escape v. + -al.] 
An escape. 

1634 W. Wood New Eng. Prosp. 11. i. 58 [He] fled through 
the woods and came to his native home where he still lives 
to rehearse his happie escapall. 

Escape (eski^'p), sb\ Also 4-5 esch.ap(e, 
[f. Escape v. ; cf. OF. eschap (perh. the source in 
14 th c.), Sp. escape .] 

1. The action of escaping, or the fact of having 
escaped, from custody, danger, etc. ; spec, in Law ; 
see quot. 1641 . 

cl c 3300 K. A Its. 4287 For that eschape they beon anoyed 
sore. 137$ Barbour Bruce u. 65 He wes off his eschap 
sary. 1417 Bp. Clifford in Ellis Orig. Lett. 11. 29. I. 90 
Foryevyng me graciously the eschapes of the clerkes con- 
vietes out of my prison of Storteford. 

p. 1596 Shaks. 7 am. Shr. 1. i. 235 Your fellow Tranio 
. .Puts my apparrell. .on, And I for my escape haue put on 
his. 16x1 Bible Ps. Iv. 8, I would hasten my escape from 
the windie storme, and tempest. 16x4 B. Jonson Barth. 
Fair iv. iv, What, has he made an escape! which way? 
follow, neighbour Haggise. 1641 Termes de la Ley 142 
Escape is where one that is arrested commeth to his liberty 
before that he be delivered by award of any Justice, or by 
order of Law. 1659 Hammond On Ps. lxviii. 2a Paraphr. 
330 To him we owe all our escapes. 1698 Ludlow Mem. 
I- 22i No sooner was the King’s Escape taken notice of by 
the Guards. 1713 Addison Guardian (J.), Men of virtue 
have had extraordinary escapes out of such dangers as have 
enclosed them. 1769 Blackstone Comm. III. 415 When a 
defendant is once m custody upon this process [ca. sa.] . . if 
he be afterwards seen at large, it is an escape. 1777 Priest- 
ley Matt. Spir. (1782) I. xx. 267 An igneous substance, 
which . . makes its escape at death. 1848 Macaulay Hist. 
Eng. II. 171 His escape was attributed partly to his own 
singular equanimity, and_ partly to, etc. 1878 Browning 
L a Saisiaz 65 Yet is . . forbidden premature escape from. time. 


2. concr. a. A plant that has 'escaped’ from 
cultivation, a garden plant growing wild. 

1870 Hooker Stud. Flora 16 Chelidonium majus . . in the 
S. of England, elsewhere an obvious escape. 1887 W, R. 
Hayward Botanist’s Pocket-bk. Pref. (ed. 5) 4 In many 
cases they [alien plants] are escapes from gardens, 
b. U. S. An escaped person, a fugitive. 
x88x Philada. Record. No. 3464. 4 All the Chinese in this 
country, excepting officials, were escapes. 

3. A means of escape. In Fiee-escape ; and 
short for that word. 

38x0 Trans. Soc. Arts XXVIII. 177 If every parish would 
provide one of these escapes . . it would lessen the many 
accidents which occur by fire. 1887 Daily News 16 May 
6/2 The fire brigade ran out a couple of their escapes. 

4. The escaping of water, gases, etc. from con- 
finement ; in recent use esp. a leakage of gas, elec- 
tricity, etc. 

1874 Knight Diet. Meek. L 808 Escape ( Telegraphy)^ 
leakage of current from the line-wire to the ground, caused 
usually by defective insulation and contact with partial con- 
ductors. Mod. There is an escape of gas in the kitchen. 

+ b, euphemistically. (More commonly Scape.) 
1599 Harsnet Agst. Darell 41 Hee meeting Alice Good- 
ridge in a Coppice did Let an Escape (as the book termeth 
it) which shee taking to be done in her contempt, etc. 

f 5. An involuntary outburst of feeling; a sally 
of wit. Obs. 

1603 Shaks. Meas. for M. iv. i. 63 Thousand escapes of 
wit Make thee the father of their idle dreame, And racke 
thee in their fancies. 1670 Cotton Espernon m. xii. 623 
Excusing himself for that little escape of his resentment. 
1796 Burke Regie. Peace Wks. 1842^ II. 314 Their views 
were only discovered now and then, in heat and as by es- 
capes, but on this occasion they exploded suddenly. 

1 6. An inadvertence, blunder, mistake ; esp. a 
clerical or printer’s error. Obs . 

3563-87 Foxe A. Sr M. (1684) II. 469 The hook itself 
sheweth the escape and biddeth instead of four to read 
three. 1590 Swinburne Testaments Epil., There be sun drie 
escapes in the print. _ 1642 Jer. Taylor Episc. To Rdr., 
The Printer thinkes it the best instance of pardon if his 
Escapes be not laid upon the Author. 1680 R. Filmer 
Patriarcha ii. § 1 Thm negligence, or wilful escape of 
Lambine, in not translating a word. 1721 Wodrow Corr. 
(1843 > II. 613 There are several other variations between 
the 8vo and the quartos; but they seem literal escapes. 
3786 Cowper Whs. (1837 XV. 187 Some escapes will happen 
in so long a work. 1803 S. Pegge A need Eng. Lang. (1844) 
J34 Many grammatical escapes and errors. 1844 Darwin 
in Life Sf Lett. (1887) II. 30 Now you may quiz me for so 
foolish an escape of mouth. 

fb. An unstudied or artless performance. 

3667 Dryden Sir Mart . Mar-all 11. i, I am wholly ig- 
norant of painting, music, and poetry; only some rude 
escapes. 

1 7. An inconsiderate transgression ; a pecca- 
dillo, venial error. (In Shaks. with different no- 
tion ; an outrageous transgression.) Applied esp. 
to breaches of chastity. Obs. 

1576 Woolton Ckr. Manual { 1851)74 Yet God, such is 
his goodness, winketh (as it were) at such escapes. 1388 
Shaks. Tit. A. iv. ii. 113 Rome will despise her for this 
foul escape. 1596 Lodge Marg. Amer. 37 The escapes of 
Jupiter, the wanton delights of Venus, and the amorous 
deceits of Cupid. 3611 Cotgr., Peccadille , an escape, 
little sinne, small fault, venial offence. 16x4 W ither Sat. to 
King Juvenilia (1633) 339 If her escapes I had not chanced 
to tell. 1678 Barclay A pot. Quakers 468 O ! how will they 
insult, and make more noise of the escape of one Quaker, 
than of an hundred among themselves, 

8 . Comb, escape - cock (see quot.) ; escape- 
pinion, the pinion on the escape- wheel arbor; 
escape - pipe, the pipe through which steam 
passes from an escape-valve ; escape- shaft, a 
shaft provided for the escape of miners in case 
of the ordinary shaft becoming blocked ; escape- 
valve, a valve fitted to the boiler, cylinder, or 
other part of a steam-engine, to provide for the 
exit of steam or water when necessary ; escape- 
warrant, a process addressed to all sheriffs, etc, 
throughout England, to retake an escaped prisoner, 
even on a Sunday, and commit him to proper 
custody (Wharton) ; escape- wheel, the wheel that 
forms part of the escapement in a watch, called 
also escapement-whed. 

1884 F. J. Britten Watch $ Clockm. 62 ^Escape cock Is 
the bracket that supports the upper end of the escape wheel 
and. pallet staff arbors. Ibid. 68 When the verge has. an 
^escape pinion of 6, use an escape pinion of 7. 18x7 Cole- 

ridge Lay Serm. 425 Superfluous steam ejected by the 
^escape pipes . . of a self-regulating machine. 1878 Huxley 
PJtysiogr. 39 The dense clouds of steam which roll forth 
from . . the escape-pipe of a steam-engine. 1889 Pall Mall 
G. 22 Apr. 3/1 A cube shaft fulfils the requirements of the 
Act as an * escape shaft. 1830 Mrs. Stowe Unde_ Tom’s C. 
xxiii, Fasten down the ^escape- valve, and sit on it, and s«« 
where you’ll land. 3751 Smollett Per. Pic. (1779) I V. xevi. 
184, I kept snug and laughed at his ^escape- warrant. 1884 
F. J. Britten Watch <$• Clockm. 58 The ^escape wheel is of 
hard hammered brass. 

Escape (esk<F**p), sbfi Arch. [a. Fr. escape, 
earlier escappe (Godef.), ad. L. scapus : see 
Scape 2 .] Properly, the shaft of a column ; but 
(through confusion with Escape sbfi) explained in 
Diets, as = Apophyge. 

1846 Parker Gloss. Archit. (1875') 100 Escape, term used 
sometimes for the Apophyge. 3830 Weale Diet. Terms t 
Escape, the scape of a column in architecture. 
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Escape (esk^p), v. Forms: a. 4-5 eschape, 
6 Sc. eschaip, echap. See also A chape, Ass- 
Chape, Chape, Schape. 0 . (4 esscape, ? 5 es- 
kepe, 6 eskape), 4- escape. See also Ascape, 
Atscape, Ofscape, Scape. [ME. eschape is a. 
Central OF. eschaper (mod.F. ichapper\ and. ME. 
escape is a. CNF. escaper (mod. Picard Reaper),. 
corresp. to Pr., Sp., Pg. <? scapar, It. scappare 
late L. type *excappdte , f. ex out + cappa cloak. 
(For the sense, Diez compares Or. ktcbueadcu to 
put off ole’s clothes, to escape.) The earliest 
forms recorded in Eng. appear to be Ascape (after 
the ONF. variant ascaper) and the aphetic Scape, 
which occur in 1 3th c. ; the former survived until 
1 6th c. ; the latter continued in ordinary use until 
17th c., and as a poetic archaism (often written 
r scape) is still employed. In 14th c. the forms of 
Central Fr. origin, eschape , Aschape, Achape, 
aphetically Schape, Chape, are of frequent occur- 
rence, esp. in northern writers, while in southern 
use the forms from Northern Fr., escape , Ascape, 
Scape, were more common. After 15th c. the 
former type is found only in Sc. writers, finally 
disappearing in 17th c. The forms Atscape, 
Qfscape, occasional in J3-i4th c., appear to be 
due to a confusion of the initial a- in ascape with 
the prepositional prefix in synonymous Eng. vbs. 

In Fr. the vb. echappcr has always remained intransitive. 
The development of the trans. senses in Eng. was assisted 
by the formal coincidence of the dative and the accusative ; 
cf. also such constructions as ‘ to be banished the country’. 
Formerly the vb. was often conjugated with be, not only 
when intrans. (as still sometimes arch.) but also when tran- 
sitive.] 

1 . intr. To gain one’s liberty by flight; to get 
free from detention or control, or from an oppres- 
sive or irksome condition. Const, from, f of, 
put of . 

a. [1292 Britton 27 Si il le face si negligaument garder 
qe il eschape]. c 1340 Ctirsor M. 5277 iFairf.i Vnnepe es- 
chaped I [Joseph, from the pit]. 1490 Caxton Eneydos 
xxxii. {1890) 120 And alle thus eschaped dedalusoute of the 
pryson ot Mynos kynge of Crete. 

| 3 . c 1330 R. Brunne Chron. (1810) 201 J>at of hisanguys 
grim so lightly was escaped, c 1385 Chaucer L. G. W. 2643 
Hypermestre , Thow nescapist nought Out of my paleis, or 
that thou be deed. 1:1392 — Compl. Venus 50 For tescape 
[MS. T, teschape] oute of youre lace. 1529 More Comf 
agst. Trib.. in Wks. 1243/1 Such sure watch layd vpon 
him that he cannot eskape. 1598 Shaks. Merry IV. iv. ii. 
73 He might put on a hat, a muffler, and a kerchiefe, and 
so escape. 1722 Wollaston Relig. Nat. ix. 216 That it 
once had an inhabitant, and that he is escaped out of it. 
1828 Scott F. M. Perth xx. How we shall prevent the 
guilty person from escaping in the interim. 1841 Lane 
Arab. Nts. I. 91 The beast also escaped from before his 
eyes in the desert. 

b. Of organisms, fluids, etc. : To issue, find 
egress, from some confining envelope or enclosure. 

<72450 Castle Hd. Life St. Cuthb. (Surtees) 4263 All ]?e 
bolnyng was eschaped. 1825 N icholson Operat . Mechanic 
159 There is a cloth hood, .to prevent the finer particles of 
flour from escaping. 1839 Todd Cycl, Anat . II. 409/2 The 
young escape fully formed through stomachal orifice. 1849 
Mrs. Somerville Connex . Phys. Sc. xxxii. 362 Common 
electricity escapes when the pressure of the atmosphere 
is removed. 1882 Garden 18 Mar. 189/2 At the time of 
flowering the leaves are only escaping from their buds. 

e. Of time : To slip away, rare . 

1836 Marry at Japket lxxix, After two delightful hours 
bad escaped, I returned home to the hotel. 

f 2 . trans. To effect one’s flight from (prison) ; 
to free oneself from (a person’s grasp or control) ; to 
get safely out of (painful or dangerous conditions). 

a. 1340 H am pole Pr. Come. 267 8 pan may he eschape 
and passe lightly }>e bitter payn of purgatory. 1375 Bar- 
bour Bruce 11. 64 Thai tauld the king than hale the cas, 
And how that he eschapyt was. 

( 3 . 1393 Gower Conf II. 36 How they the prison might 
escape [in which they were then confined], c 1430 Syr Ge- 
ner. (Roxb.) 593 Suffre he shal grete travaile, And wele 
escape it he shal. 1664 Evelyn Kal. Hort. (17291 228 The 
most tender. . Plants did outlive and escape those rigorous 
seasons. 1667 Milton P. L. hi. 14 Thee I re-visit now with 
bolder wing, Escap’t the Stygian Pool. 

b. To issue unawares or involuntarily from (a 
person, his lips) ; to be uttered inadvertently by. 

Perhaps the obj. was originally dative, in which case this 
use belongs historically to sense 1. Cf. Fr. il lui est echappi 
•une sottise. ■ ■ ■ 

a. ? a 1400 Morte A rth. 1020 That the no wordez eschape, 
whate so be-tydez. 

. p. 1823 Lamb Elia Ser. 11. xix. (1865) 372 But his sea 
songs seldomer escape him. 1836 J. Grant Random Re- 
coil. Ho. Lords xv. 366 Never did personality, or anything 
calumniatory of an opponent escape his lips. 2846 Ruskin 
Mod. Paint. 1 . 1. 1. i. § 5 The feeling and fondness which I 
have for some works of modern art escape me sometimes 
where they should not. 1870 E. Peacock Ralf Skirl. III. 
292 No word of courtesy escaped His lips. . , 

3 . intr. To get on safely when pursued or im- 
perilled; to avoid capture, punishment, or any 
threatened evil ; to go unhurt or unpunished. 

a- C1400 Maundev. iRoxb.) xxxi. 139 pai eschape witb- 
outeh harme of body. 1588 A. King tr. Canisins' Catech. 
36 Quha can eschaip f Ibid. _ 143 Praesumption of gods 
m'ercie to echap for sinne vnpunisched. . 

. p. c 2330 R. Brunne Chron. (1810J 122 3 if apy lewedmau 


laid band opon clerk . . He suld not escape, c 2340 Cursor 
M. 23322 (Bairf.) pai ar escapid of j? at care, c 1386 Chaucer 
Monk’s T. 654 But swich a reyn doun fro the welkne 
shadde That slow the fyr and madehym to escape. 1398 
Trevisa Barth. De P. R. ix. xxv. (1495) 362 Whan nyght 
comyth vpon theim that ben in peryll of wracke, vnethe they 
may escape. 1341 Act 33 Hen. VIII, c. 12. § x Somtune 
their offences, .escape vnpunished. 2590 Spenser F : Q. in. 
v. 14 Yet not escaped from the due reward Of his Jbad 
deedes, which daily he increast. x6ix Bible Acts xxvii.^44 
They escaped all safe to land. 1618 Donne Serm. exliii. 
V. 560 He may escape with his life. 1651 Hobbes Levzath. 

II. xxvii. 155 Death, from which he sees not how to escape. 
1725 Watts Logic (J.), Laws are not executed, men of 
virtue are disgraced, and murderers escape. x88x P. Brooks 
Candle of Lord 270 There are many troubles from which it 
is better for a man not to escape than to escape wrongly. 

t b. To recover from dangerous sickness. Obs. 

Cf. Fr. ichapper, * se tirer d’une maladie, guerir ’ (Littr6). 

1464 Pas ton Lett. No. 490 II. 160 He is ded, or ellys 
ryght seke and not lyke to eskape. 1479 Ibid. No. 836 

III. 251 My grandam is dyssessed. .Myn uncle had a mes- 
senger yesterday that she shuld not escape. 

4 . trans. To get clear away from (pursuit or a 
pursuer) ; to elude (a person’s grasp) ; to succeed 
in avoiding (anything painful or unwelcome). 

a. a 2340 Hampole Psalter xxxiii. 14 Turnynge fra ill 
eschapis dampnacioun. 1450 Somner m Four C. Eng. 
Lett. 4 If he myght eschape the daunger of the Towr he 
should be saffe. _ 1549 Compl. Scot. Proi. (1873)17, I lief 
rehersit thir vordis, in hope to eschaipt the detraction e of 
invyful gramariaris. 1352 Abp. Hamilton Catech. (1884) 25 
That ye may eschaip the dangerous thirlddme and captivite 
of the devil. 

0 . 1393 Gower Conf. III. 35 He may nought the deth 
escape. 1314 Barclay Cyt. $ Uflondyshm. (Percy Soc.) 
p. Iv, If the court were close continually Some men should 
escape great payne and misery, a 1547 Surrey ASneid 
n. 1054 Thrice did my hands vain hold th’ image escape. 
1559 Mirr. Mag., Worcester xi, Shall not eskape Gods ven- 
geaunce. X578 Timme Calvin on Gen. 205 They might know 
that they were escaped a thousand deaths. 2597 Daniel 
Civ . IVares (1609) vn. 16 His owne person eagerly pur- 
su’d Blardly (by Boate) escap’t the multitude. 2669 Sturmy 
Mariners Mag. Ciiij, In a Work of this Nature it is im- 
possible to escape Mistakes. 1732 Johnson Rambler No. 
96 !» 14 Truth was easily escaped by the oblique and desul- 
tory movements . . which Falsehood always practised. 1732 
Jortin Serm. 1771) I. iii. 45 He seems to have escaped 
suspicion. 2870 L’Estrange Miss Mitford I. v. 120 They 
cannot expect to escape being laughed at. 

5 . To elude (observation, search, etc.) ; to elude 
the notice of (a person). Also absol. 

2594 Hooker Eccl. Pol. n. vii. (1611) 72 Many things 
escape them, a 1668 Denham (J.), ’Tis still the same, al- 
though their airy shape All but a quick poetick sight es- 
cape. 2670 Cotton Espemon Pref., This History may 
suffer .. by the Faults escap’d the Press. 1698 Ludlow 
Mem, I. 122 Thing's, .so well conceeal’d that they escaped 
the Search of the Enemy. 2711 Addison Sped. No. 229 
F 3, I . . have leisure to make many Observations that escape 
the Notice of my Fellow-Travellers. 2821 J. Q. Adams in 
Davies Metr. Syst. iii. (1871) 174 It cannot escape observ- 
ation, that, etc. 2847 L. Hunt Jar Honey Pref. 12 How 
came Shakspeare to let such a subject escape him? i860 
Tyndall Glac. il xxxii. 416 A fact, the significance of which 
had previously escaped me. 

b. To elude (a person’s recollection). 

2696 Hope tr. SolleyseVs Mareschal 4 Lest it might have 
escaped my memory, I here set it down. 2863 Dickens 
Mnt. Fr. 1. ii, The name of which escapes me Mod. The 
matter quite escaped my memory. 

Escapee (eskapr). [f. Escape v. + -ee.] One 
who has escaped; esp. an escaped convict from 
a penal settlement. 

2873-6 W. Whitman Mem. War 40 Southern Escapees. 
2880 Melbourne Argus 22 July 2/3 The 10 New Caledonia 
escapees, .are to be handed over to the French consul. 1884 
Manch. Guard. 9 Sept. 5 Some of the worst crimes have 
been committed in the colonies by escapees. 

Escapefoi (esk/i*pful), a. [f. Escape sb. or v. 
4- -pul.] Giving a chance of escape. 

1883 Lonsyn. Mag. Aug. 367 Is there no help at all . . and 
no escapeful way? 

Escapeless (esk^'ples), a. [f. as prec. + 
-less.] Without escape ; that cannot be escaped. 

1855 rail’s Mag. XXII. 552 It presses with all the weight 
of an escapeless fate. 2856 Ruskin Mod. Paint. HI. iv. xv. 
§ 5 A chasm as utterly hopeless and escapeless as any into 
which Dante gazed. 

Escapement (esk^-pment). See also Scape- 
ment. [f. Escape v. + -mkkt ; app. first in sense 2 
after Fr. ichappement^\ 

1 . The action of escaping, rare. 

2824 Hood Two Swans iv, Hope can spy no golden gate 
For sweet escapement. 1864 Sala in Daily Tel. 19 Oct., 
Wilmington, the last avenue of escapement left open to the 
beleaguered South. 

b. A means of escape ; an outlet 

2856 Froude Hist. Ettg. (1858) I. iv. 327 He allowed her 
to go her own way, as the best escapement of a frenzy. 2837 
Livingstone Trav. iii. 67 This little arm would prove a 
convenient escapement to prevent inundation. 1876 Geo. 
Eliot Dan. Der. I. xi. 209 The archery ball . . was not an 
escapement for youthful high spirits. ’ 

2 . Watch and Clock-making. In a watch or 
clock, the : mechanism which intervenes between 
the motive power and regulator, and which alter- 
nately checks and releases the train, thus causing 
an intermittent impulse to be given to the regulator. 

Escapements are of various kinds, as the anchor chrono- 
meter-, crown-, dead-beat-, lever-, etc., escapement. . 

[The Fr. ichappement (in quoL r8oi anglicized; as^ echape- 


menf) occurs, as a current term in a paper dated 1716 
printed in Machines appro uvees. par TA cademie (1735) III. 
93 ; the etymological reference is to /he regulated ‘ escape * 
of the toothed wheel from, its Retention by the pallet. The 
earliest instances of the word in Eng. are in the form Scape- 
ment, though at the period to which they belong the verb 
Scape was already archaic in general sense.] 

[2739 Phil. Trans. XLI. 126 The teeth of the swing wheel 
would scape free of the pallets. 2755 Bosley's Patent No. 
698, 4 Scape ment. : 1766 CumMing Clockmaking Index, 
Scapement is the means by which the action of the wheels 
is applied to maintain vibration.] 1779 Chambers Cycl. 
(ed. Rees', Escapement , see Scapement. 2802 J. Jones tr. 
Bygge’s Trav. Fr. Rep. xvi. 384 Breguet, the famous watch- 
maker, has discovered a new echapement. 1825 j[. Nichol- 
son Operat. Mechanic 514 From the . . description of the 
several parts of the escapement . . it will be easy to see the 
mode of its action. 2880 S. P. Thompson in Nature XXI. 
398 Models of every form of escapement. 

transf. 1858 O. W. Holmes Aut. Break/. -t. (1865) 73 
Death alone can. .silence at last the clicking of the terrible 
escapement we have carried so long beneath our wrinkled 
foreheads., 

b. atirib., as in escapement-wheel. 

2830 Kater & Lardner Meek. xiv. 194 From the action 
of the pallets in checking the motion of the wheel and 
allowing its teeth alternately to escape, this has been called 
the escapement wheel. 

Escaper (esk^-pai). [f. Escape v. + -ee k] 
One who escapes. 

2611 Bible 2 Kings ix. 15 marg.. Let no escaper goe. 1849 
Lytton K. Arthur v. ci, The bright escaper from a world 
of grief. 1890 Temple Bar July 331 He dropped his robe 
and veil, and appeared before them as the famed escaper. 

Escaping (esk^-piq\ vbl. sb. [f. Escape v.] 
The action of the vb. Escape. Also altrib. 

c 1325 Coer de L. 2122 The messengers went out ful 
swythe ; Of their escaping they were blithe. 2372 Golding 
Calvin on Ps. v. 9 That God should . . open him an escaping 
place. 1630 Bp. Jer. Taylor Fun. Sermon 14 Such escap- 
ings we must reckon to be an extraordinary fortune. 2836 
Mrs. Browning A ur. Leigh v. 20 The great escaping of 
ecstatic souls. 

Escaping (esk^-pig), ppl. a. [f. as prec. -f 
-IN 6 ^.] That escapes ; in the senses of the vb. 

1870 Daily Newsx$ Nov., I have not heard of the escaping 
English. 1884 Pall MallG. 6 Sept. 10/1 They were deluged 
by the escaping water. 

Hence Esca'pimgly adv., in an escaping manner ; 
evasively. 

a 1631 Donne Paradoxes (1652) 63 To Speak Oraculously, 
whisperingly, generally, and therefore Escapingly. 
Escar(e, obs. form of Eschar. 

Escarbuncle (eskaub 27 gk’l). Her. Also 6 
escarboucle. [a. OF. escarbuncle , Fr. escar- 
boucle : see Carbuncle.] = Carbuncle 2. 

2372 Bossewell Armorie 11. 26b, Beareth quarterly 
Golde, and Gules, an Escarboucle Pomette. 1610 Guillim 
Heraldry in. vi. 11660) 126 The Escarbuncle is of most use 
in Armes. 1688 R. Holme Armoury xv. 39/1 An Escarbuncle 
. . is a kind of precious Stone. 2864 Boutell Heraldry Hist. 
<§• Pop. xix. § 4. 304 Badges : Henry II. .an Escarbuncle. 

|1 Esea*rgatoire. Obs. rare— 1 . [Misspelling of 
F. escargotilre, (or a dial, synonym), f. escargot 
snail.] A place for rearing snails. 

2703 Addison Italy 473 Eseargatoire .. a square Place 
boarded in, and filled with a vast quantity of large Snails. 
2753 in Johnson; and in mod. Diets, 
t Esca’rmonclie, sb. Obs. Forms : 5 esear- 
missit, 6 escharmoueh, -mottsch, 9 {Scott) es- 
earamouelie. [a. Fr. escarmouche = Pr. escar- 
mussa, Sp. escaramuza , It. scaramuccia ; see Skir- 
mish.] A skirmish ; also fig. a fit of anger. 

*475 Sk. Noblesse 13 After manyassautes and grete escar- 
misshes. 2349 Compl. Scot, ix, (2872) 79 The atheniens and 
ther allya . . assail^et the persans be escharmouchis and in- 
cursions. 1579 Tomson Ca/zin’s Serm. Tim. 843/1 What 
shall wee say when a man is olde, and shoulde haue passed 
all those escharmouches. 2820 Scott Monast. xxxvii, Such 
of the men as have escaped this escaramouche. 

t Esca rmonclie, v. Obs. Also 6 esohar- 
mousch. [a. Fr. escarmoucher, f. escarmouche : 
see prec.] a. intr. To skirmish, b. trans. To 
skirmish with ; to engage. 

*549 Compl. Scot. ix. {1872) 78 Leonides. . escharmouschit 
xerxes gryt armye, and sleu tuenty thousand persuns. 2360 
Daus tr. Sleidane's Comm. 258^ He had hearde only of a 
fewe Spaniard es, that laye therin garrison, and them wold 
he haue prouoked to escarmouche. 

Escarp (eska*ip\ sb. Fortif. [a. Fr. escarpe, 
ad. It. scarpa. Cf. Scarp.] 

1 . * A steep bank or wall immediately in front 
of and below the rampart . . generally the inner 
side of the ditch’ (Adm. Smyth), 

2688 J. S. Fortification 27 The Escarpe or Slope of the 
Ditch next to the wall. x8xi Wellington in Gurw. Disp. 
VII I. 12 The enemy had cleared the rubbish from the 
bottom of the escarp, 2853 Sir H. Douglas Mil. Bridges 
338 The crest of the exterior slope, or escarp. 

2 . transf. A natural formation of a similar kind. 
2836 Kane Arct. Expl. II. vii. 81 These shelves pre- 
sented distinct and recognisable embankments or escarps of 
elevation. 1868 Sir R. Napier Disp. on Capture ofMag- 
dala 12 May, Sir Charles Staveley effected an entrance .* 
through a difficult crevice in the rocky escarps. 

Escarp (eska-ip), v. [ad. Fr. escarper , t es- 
carpe : see prec. The aphetic form Scarp is the 
more usual.] trans. To make into an escarp, tocut 
or form into a steep slope ; to furnish with scarps. 
2728 G. CARLEtON Mem. 100 The Glacis was all escarp’d 
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X n the live Rock. 1852 Lever Daltons II. 265 Carried 
kg the mountain-side by a track escarped in the rock 
itself. 1855 Bailey Mystic 69 The angels wrought the 
mountains, bulk by bulk. And chain by chain, serrated or 
escarped. 1884 World 27 Feb. 6/2 Billows of land, washed 
and escarped by ancient seas. 

Hence Escarped^/. a., cut out in the form of 
an escarp. 

1853 Kane Grinnell Exp. vi. {1856)48 The dike rising 
up ... into escarped terraces nearly 1400 feet high. 1859 
J ephson Brittany v. 47 The escarped rock upon which they 
were constructed. 

Escarpment (eskaupment). [ad. Fr. escarpe- 
merit, f. escarper : see prec.] The condition of 
being escarped ; hence concr. 

1 . Ground cut into the form of an escarp for the 
purpose of fortification. 

1802 C. James Mil. Diet Escarpment', see Declivity. 1847 
Disraeli Tancred vi. i, The living rock . . formed the im- 
pregnable bulwarks ana escarpments. x86o Russell Diary 
India 1858-9 I. 82 The old Porto Batavo walls still sur- 
round the town, with moat and escarpments. 1882 Luck 
0/ Ladysmede I. 93 From which a natural escarpment 
swept down towards the river. 

2 . Geol. * The abrupt face or cliff of a ridge or 
hill range * (Page 1 ). Also attrib. 

18x3 Bakewell Introd. G&ol. (1815) 70 It is only on the 
sides of the nearly perpendicular peaks and escarpments 
that the bare rock is visible. 1845 Darwin Voy. Nat . viii. 
(1852 165 The view is generally bounded by the escarpment 
of another plain. 1870 Yeats Nat. Hist. Comm. 23 Plains 
of New Red Sandstone and Lias, succeeded by two great 
escarpments, the edges of table-lands. 1880 Haughton Pkys. 
Geog. v. 2x6 The western, or Libyan chain, is merely the 
escarpment edge of the plateau of the Sahara, 
b. transf. 

1853 Kane Grinnell Exp. viii. (1856) 56 A naked escarp- 
ment of ice, twelve hundred feet high. 1856 Whittier 
Panorama 2 [The] long escarpment of half-crumbled wall. 

t Escarteled, escartelee, a. Her . 05 s. 

[ad. and a. OF. escartele, pa. ppie. of escarteler 
(mod.F. icarteler) to break into quarters «= Pr. 
esquartelar , f. es- (:— L. ex out) + med.L. quartellus , 
dim. of quartos fourth.] 

1 . Quartered or quarterly. 

1730-6 Bailey (folio) Escartell. 277s in Ash. 1889 in 
Elvin Diet. Her. 

If 2 . Having a square notch. 

This sense is app. due to a misunderstanding of some sort. 
The Fr. writers on heraldry (e.g. Palliot 1664! recognize 
croix escartette only as meaning a cross divided by lines 
along the middle of each arm : this is substantially = sense 1.] 
1688 R. Holme A rmoury 1. iii. 19 Escartelee, that is, 
when the streight line is cut off in the middle with a perfect 
Square. Ibid. 21 A Chief Escartelee. Ibid. 1. v. 47 Some 
call it a cross escartalled, couped : as if it had only a nick 
or notch . . sawed into the four ends of it. Ibid. 1. ix. 92 A 
Cross Patee escarteled. [Hence in mod. Diets.] 

-escent, suffix, forming adjs., repr. L. -escent- 
em , the ending of pr. pples. of vbs. in -escere, 
chiefly inceptives, f. vbs. of state in -ere. Pri- 
marily occurring in words ad, L. pples., as deli- 
quescent , effervescent , obsolescent , putrescent , where 
the general sense is ‘ beginning to assume a certain 
state Hence in recent times the suffix has been 
used (both in Eng. and in other European langs.) 
to form adjs. upon sbs., as in alkalescent (? after 
acescent ), and in several words referring to play 
of light or colour, as fluorescent , iridescent , opal- 
escent , phosphorescent . 

Each, obs. Sc. form of Ash sbl 
15x3 Douglas AEneis xr. iii. 80 The hie eschls soundis 
thare and here, For dyntis rude of the scharp stelyt ax. 

|| Each. The German name for the grayling ; 
in some Diets, treated as Eng. 

1658 Hoole Comenius ’ Vis. World xxxiv. 71 Others of 
this sort are . . the Barbel, the Esch [orig. der Esch ] ; the 
Trout. 1753 Chambers Cycl. Supp., Esch . . a name given, 
by Hildegard and others, to the fish we call the grayling. 
[In some mod. Diets.] 

Eschalot (ejalp't). [ad. Fr. eschalotte (now 
ichalotte ), dim. of eschaloigne Escallion.] — 
Shallot. 

X707-X2 Mortimer Hush. (J.), Eschalots are now from 
France become an English plant. 1750 E. Smith Compl. 
Housewife (ed. 14) 37 Take some horse radish, one or two 
eschalots, etc. 1755 Johnson, Eschalot. Pronounced 
shallot. 1858 Glenny Gard. Every-day Bk. 48/r Eschalots 
may still be planted, if not already in the ground. 

Eschango : obs. var. Exchange. 
t Eschansonnery. Obs. [a. OFr. eschanson- 
nerie , f. eschanson med.L. scancidn-em , ad. Teut. 
*skankjon- cupbearer, butler ( = OE. segnea).] 
The butlery. 

151$ Rutl. Papers (Camden) 26 Eschansonnery ceiler. In 
wyn liij septiers. 

|| Eschantillon. Obs. rare- 1 . [F. eschantillon 
(now Ichantillon ) ; cf. Scantling.] A fragment, 
diminutive specimen. 

1720 Pope Let. R. Digby 20 July, Lady Scudamore, whose 
short Eschantillon of a letter (of a quarter of a page) I value. 

Eschar (e’skai). Path. Forms: 6-7 asker, 
(6 ascher, askar), 6~8 escar(e, 6 eschare, 
eskarre, 7 escarre, (esker), 7- eschar, [ad. 
(partly through Fr. eschare ) L. eschara, a. Gr. 
eax^pa lit. * hearth 1 , hence mark of a burn. The 
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Fr. word was at an earlier period adopted aphetic- 
ally as scarre, Scar 1 .] 

4 A brown or black dry slough, resulting from 
the destruction of a living part, either by gangrene, 
by burn, or by caustics* (Syd. Soc. Lex.)* 

[c 1430 tr. Gul. de Saliceto in MS. Sloane 277 fo. 49 J>e 
remeuynge of he escara or cruste.] 1543 Traheron Vigo’s 
Chirurg. n, ix. 23 After that the maligmte is taken awaye, 
ye muste cause the eschare to fal awaye. 1582 Hester 
Seer. Phiorav. 1. vii. 8 You maie not take awaie y e Askar, 
vntill such tyrae as it falleth out of hymself. 1607 Topskll 
Four-f. Beasts (1673) 313 Bind it thereto for three days, in 
which space you shall see a white asker on the sore. 1655 
Culpepper, etc., Riverius iv. vii. 119 When the Eschar falls 
off, they will bleed again, c 1720 W. Gibson Farrier's Guide 
n. xlviii. (1738) 182 It does not form anything like an Escar. 
1755 Phil. Trans. XLIX.soThe tongue alone was the seat 
of the gangrenous eschar. 1807 Med. Jrnl. XVII. 223, I 
cauterized the wound by means of burning under . . until 
an eschar was produced about the size of a shilling. 1874 
H. Rogers Orig. Bible 286 In the eschar produced by 
cautery no nerve thrills. 

t b. transf. Obs. 

2709 Phil. Traits. XXVI. 379 The Flame of common Fire 
.. is able to reduce it [Iron] to an Eschar or sort of Rust. 
X727 Bradley Fam. Diet, s .v. Ant, Insects . . cause so 
many Escars, that the Leaves cannot avoid circling. 

t Escharbon. Obs. rare— 1 . [Cf. OF. escar- 
boton , escharbote , It. scarbone , f. Vulgar L.scarab-us 
(L. scarabseus ) beetle.] A beetle. 

1480 Caxton Ovid's Met. xv. iv, Escharbons ben born & 
norysshid of dede horses. 

Eschar otic (eskarp'tik), a. and sb. Also 7 
escar otick, 7-8 eschar o tick. [ad. late L. eschar - 
otic-us , a. Gr. kaxapunutos, f. kcrx^P a • see Eschar. 
Cf. Fr. escharotique .] 

A. ad/. Fitted or tending to form an eschar, 
caustic. 

1612 Woodall Surg. Mate Wks. (1653) 305 Put never one 
Caustick or Escarotick medicine after another too soone. 
1655 Culpepper, etc. Riverius iv, vii. 119 Burnt Vitriol .. 
besides its Escnarotick quality, is good to stanch blood. 
1718 Quincy Compl. Disp. 80 Its hot escharotick Quality 
makes it very hurtful to Sheep. 

B. sb. Aa escharotic drug ; a powerful caustic. 

1655 Culpepper, etc. Riverius iv. vii. 119 Escharoticks. .by 

burning the mouths of the Veins, produce a Scab. 1791 
Ed in. New Disp. 118 Verdegris applied externally proves 
a gentle detergent and Escharotic. 2875 H. Walton Dis. Eye 
139 An escharotic will suffice to remove all small warts. 

So f Escharo ideal, a. Obs. 

1651 Biggs New Disp. 173 An escharoticall caustick. 

t E'SCharous, a. Obs. Also 6 escarous. [f. 
Eschar + -ous.] Full of eschars; resembling an 
eschar; scabby. 

1543 Traheron Vigo's Chirurg. it. x. 23 Yf the ulceration 
shulde come of fier, .it is escarous. 1562 Bulleyn Dial. 
Soames £ Chir. 17a, You maie.. often applie the same, 
untill the same come to an escharous crust or scabbe. 

Eschatological (e'skatoty’d^ikal), a. [f. as 
next + -ic + -al.J Of or pertaining to eschatology. 

1854 Fraser's Mag. XLIX. 713 Many of these poems 
touch on eschatological questions. 1863 Jrnl. Sacr. Lit. 
Jan. 295 Eschatological notions, which he [Paul] is supposed 
to have borrowed at first from Judaism. x88x E. Wilson 
Egypt of the Past in Nature 24 Nov. 75 The eschatological 
notions of the period differed exceedingly from those of 
subsequent periods. 

Eschatologist (eskaty lodgist). [f. next -f* 
-1ST.] One who studies or treats of eschatology. 

1877 M. Arnold Last Ess. Ch. Pref. 29 The ideas of the 
great prophets . . are more true than the ideas of the escha- 
tologist of the book of Daniel. 

Eschatology (eskat^lod^i). Theol. [f. Gr. 
€<rxa to-? last + -A07 ia discourse : see -LOGY ; cf. 
F. eschatologies] The department of theological 
science concerned with ‘the four last things: 
death, judgement, heaven, and hell*. 

1844 G. Bush Anastasis (18451 Pref. v, Scriptural Escha- 
tology. 1858 J. Martineau Stud. Chr. 228 The Eschatology 
of the Apocalypse and the Epistles. 1879 Baldw. Brown 
in Chr. World 24 Dec. 825/3 Eschatology, the science of 
the last things, is, as a science, one of the most baseless. 

t Eschaxrfe, v. Obs. Also 4-5 esehauflfe, 
esehawfe. [a. OFr. eschaufe-r, eschauffe-r\ see 
Achafe.] trans. To heat, warm ; alsoyf^. to heat 
with passion, inflame, excite. Also refl. to become 
hot. 

c 1374 Chaucer Boeth. 1. v. 22 pe sedes. .ben waxen hey[e] 
cornes whan he steire sinus eschaufe}? hym. 14x3 Lydg. 
Pilgr. Sowle 1. xxvii. (2859) 32 Fyre warmeth and eschauf- 
eth tho that stonde nye. a 1450 Knt. de la Tour 164 To es- 
chauufe and to draw the man or woman by sum falce delite 
vnto synne. c 1475 Partenay 969 Wine . . wold esehawfe 
the braines appetite. 1530 Palsgr. 539/2 By that tyme your 
horse be a lytle eschaufed, he wyll go well ynoughe. 

Hence + Eschaufed,/*//. a. f Es eh.au/fing vbl. sb. 

c 2374 Chaucer Boeth. iv. vi. 142 pei wexen eschaufed in to 
hat[e] of hem pat anoien hem. c 1386 — Pars. T. ? 9x6 
Euere the gretter merite shalhe han, that moost restreyneth 
the wikkede eschawfynges of the ordure of this synne. 

Eschaunge, obs. var. of Exchange. 

t Eschay*. Obs. Sc. [? repr. some deriv. of 
OF. escheoir \ see Escheat ; and cf. Fr. ‘ la terme 
echoit k la Saint- Jean ’.] Expiry, termination. 

1488 Act. Dom. Cone. (1839) 113/2 To complett fiftene 
3eris, quhilk beand completit was in the 3ere of God Ixxxiiii 
jeris ; and the eschay of his terme at witsounday. 


Esch.©, obs. form of Ash 1 , Ask. 

Escheat <,es,tjr t), sb. Forms : 4-7 eschet(e, 
(4 echete, escheyte, 5 eahete, epchete), 5-7 
escheat e, 6-7 Sc * eseheit(te, 6-7 excheat (e, 
-chete, 6- escheat. See also Cheat sb. [ME. es- 
chete , a.OF. eschete , eschaete , escheoite , n. of action 
(orig. fem. pa. pple.), f. OF. escheoir (mod.F. 
ichoif) i—late L. *excadere (class. L. excidere) to fall 
to a person’s share, f. L. ex out + cadere (vulg, 
L. cadere , OF. cheoir ) to fall. In continental OF. 
the sb. meant succession, inheritance, esp. collateral 
inheritance; in England the etymological sense 
received a different application. As in many other 
words (cf. exchange) the prefix es- was in the i6~ 
17th c. often replaced by ex- after L. analogies.] 

I. Law. 

1 . An ‘incident* of feudal law, whereby a fief 
reverted to the lord when the tenant died without 
leaving a successor qualified to inherit under the 
original grant. Hence, the lapsing of land to the 
Crown (in U. S., to the state), or to the lord of the 
manor, on the death of the owner intestate without 
heirs. 

As an attainted person, according to the doctrine of ‘ cor- 
ruption of blood’ (see Attainder', could have no legal heir, 
his property suffered escheat. This * escheat by corruption 
of blood \ theoretically distinct from the ‘ forfeiture ’ inflicted 
as a penalty for treason and felony, was abolished together 
with the latter by the Felony Act, 1870. 

[1292 Britton 69 Queusdemeynes nous tenoms. .de eschete 
et de purchaz.] c 1380 Wyclif Set. Wks. III. 307 Many 
londis schulde falle into he ltyngis [hondis] bi eschet. C1430 
Syr Gener. (Roxb.) 2190 A rich erle-dam. .to him of Eshete 
late cam. C1460 Fortescue Abs. # Lim. Mon. (1714' 77 
By Eschetes, ther may not so mich Land fall to any Man 
as to the Kyng by cause no man hath so many lordshippes 
as he. 1533 More Debell. Salem Wks. 977/1 Swering 
a mans death, and winning a mans lande by eschete. 2649 
Selden Laws Eng. 1. lxiv. (1739) 130 He forbad the study 
of the Law. that so it might die without heir, and he 
have all by Escheat. 1765 Blackstone Comm. 1 . 11. vi. 69 
Escheats are equally incident to tenure in socage, a 2862 
Buckle Misc. Wks. (1872) I. 353 Escheats were frequent 
in England, because there was no power of willing away 
land. 

transf. 1658-9 Burton's Diary (1828' III. 183 The right 
did revert by escheat to the people upon the great change. 

b. In Scotland in wider sense, including: Con- 
fiscation or forfeiture of property, real or personal. 
Simple escheat : the absolute forfeiture of a per- 
son’s estate ; opposed to liferent escheat , the for- 
feiture of the profits accruing during his lifetime. 

1457 Sc. Acts Jas. II (1597) § 71 That na woman cum to 
kirk, .with hir face mussalled, or covered that scho may not 
be kend, vndir the pane of escheit of the courchie. 

2 . concr \ Property, real or personal, falling by 
escheat to the lord, king, or state. In quot. 1330 
eschete may be pa. ppie. 

c 1330 R. Brunne Chron. (i8io >i 244 Ilk castelle and toure 
To ]?e kyng is eschete, als to chefe of alle. ^ 2393 Langl, 
P. PI. C. v. 169 Thor3 30iire la we, ich leyue ich iese menye 
escheytes. 1474 Ld. Treas. Acc. Scotl. 11 The eschaeatis. . 
of thaim that [wer] at the slauchter of Thome of Prestone. 
2577 Holinshed Chron. III. 1073 2 As well in prouid- 
ing excheats and wards for their children and kinsfolks^ 
2600 Holland Livy 39 Suffering himselfe and all that he 
had to fall into the king’s hands as an escheat. 2637-50 
Row Hist. Kirk (1842) 37 Such as is put to the horn for 
Ministers stipends, their escheits shalbe uplifted. 284s 
Elphinstone Hist. Ind. I. 41 Escheats for want of heirs 
have been mentioned as being his [the King’s]. 1875 Stubbs 
Const. Hist. I. xiii. 607 Not even the tenants of a great 
escheat in the royal hands escaped the obligation. 

transf. 1500 Spenser F. Q. in. viii. 16 To leave to him that 
lady for ex cheat. 

fb. collect. The fund or possession formed by 
escheated estates. Obs. 

c 1330 R. Brunne Chron. (1810V247 he dettes ]>at men ham 
auht. . Wer taxed & bitauht to he eschete of )>e kyng. 

8 . The right of appropriating property subject 
to escheat. 

_ 2570-6 Lambarde Peramb. Kent (1826) 496 But as touch- 
ing the Lande, he shall neither have the Eschete of it. 1609 
Skene Reg. Maj. 3 The Baron sail haue the escheit of 
the gudes pertening to the malefactor 2759 Sterne Tr. 
Shandy 1. 18 Reversions, services, annuities, .views of frank- 
pledge, escheats, etc. 1844 Williams Real Prop. (1877) 127 
A ri|ht of escheat seldom accruing. 

f 4 . A writ ( AF. bref de eschaete ) now abolished, 
to recover escheats from the person in possession. 

[1292 Britton 54 Voloms nous qe teles alienaunces soint 
repellables par les chiefs seignurs des feez par nos brefs de 
Eschaete.] 1672 in Cowel Interpr. s. v. Eschete , Escheat 
is used for a Writ which lyeth, where the Tenant having 
Estate in Fee-simple in any Lands or Tenements holden of 
a superior Lord, d>eth seised without Heir general or 
special. _ 2842 Barham Ingot. Leg., Sir Rupert , Away went 
‘ cognovits,’ ‘ bills,’ ‘ bonds/ and ‘ escheats/ 

+ 5 . (See quots.) Obs. 

2672 Cowel Interpr. s. v. Eschete , Escheat is also used 
sometimes for the Place or Circuit within which the King, 
or other Lord hath Escheats of his Tenants. 1736 m Bailey. 
1752 in Chambers Cycl . ; and in mod. Diets. 

II. 6. The levying of contributions, plunder; 
concr. in pi. booty, spoil. Cf. Cheat 2. 

1577-87 Harrison Descr. Brit. x. 37 in Holinshed, For 
their wares, whereof they [pirates] make good peniworthsjas 
theeves commonlie doo of such pieces as they get by like 
Escheat. 2590 Spenser F. Q. 1. v. 25 To make one great by 
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ESCHEW. 



Others losse is bad excheat. 1609 Holland A turn. Marcel. 
xxvi. viii. 299 Commanded the house of Arbetio, full (as it 
was) by reason of those inestimable escheats, .to be rifled 
and ransacked cleane. 

Escheat (es]tj>t), v. Forms: see the sb. 
Pa. pple. Sc. 6 escheit, 8-9 escheat. (See also 
Cheat v.) [f. prec. sb. ,* cf. OF. eschaeter.] 

1 . irans. To make an escheat of, confiscate ; to hand 
over as an escheat to or into. (Some apparent ex- 
amples of the pass, may belong to the intr. sense 3.) 

1382 Wyclif 3 Esdras vi. 32 And the goodis ofhem to the 
king be eschetid [1388 ethchetid]. 1474 Ld. Treas. Acc. 
Scotl, 67 His schipand gudis..waseschetit as the kings es- 
chete. 1548 Bodrugan (Adams) Epit. King's Title 251 
Locrine herupon seazed Albania, .as excheated wholy to 
hymself. 1574 tr. Littleton's Tenures 12 a. If it [lande] be 
escheted unto the king. 1641 A. Mervin m Rushw. Hist. 
Coll. hi. (1692) I. 216 Their Primitive and Genuine Tenures 
escheated by Acts of State, and strangled by Monopolies. 
3687 Assur. Abb. Lands 40 It was the Opinion of the 
Justices that they were Escheated to the Lords of the Fee. 
1855 MilmanZ,#/. Chr. (1864) V. ix. v. 275 He, .escheated 
their estates into the hands of laymen. 1873 Dixon Two 
Queens vi. ix, His honours lost, his lands escheated, and 
his liberty restrained, 
b. transf. and fig. 

1589 Warner Alb. Eng. v. xxviix. (1612) 141 And to his 
Coffres did escheate a world of wealth, a 1643 W. Cart- 
wright On Christ Ch. Building, As doubtful whether ’t 
should escheated be To ruine, or redeem'd to majesty. 

2 . intr. To become an escheat ; to revert by es- 
cheat to the superior lord, king, or state j const, to 
or simply. Also Jig. 

1531 Dial. Laws Eng. 1. vii. (1638) 13 The land shall 
escheat to the Lord of whom the Land is holden, 1596 
Si’enser State Jrel. Wks. (Globe) 657/2 Landes .. which 
should otherwise have escheated to her majestie. 1633 T. 
Stafford Pac. Hib. xiv. (1821) 639 His Land should haue 
excheated unto her. 1698 Sidney Disc. Gov. i. § 19 (1704) 
42 A Kingdom so gotten may escheat for want of an Heir, 
1761 Hume Hist. Eng. I. viii. 168 All baronies which es- 
cheated to the Crown were under his administration. 1848 
Mill Pol. Econ. I. 261 The property in case of intestacy 
should escheat to the state. 

Jig. 1850 II. Coleridge Poems II. 13 Great nature's waif, 
that must by law escheat To the liege-lord Corruption, 
f 3 . irans. To forfeit. Sc. Obs. 

15*3-75 Diurn. Occur. (1833) 83 All thair movabill guidis 
decernit to be escheit, at the mercat croce of Edinburgh. 
1514 Barclay Cyt. 4 Uplondyshm. 1 Percy Soc.) p. Iii, His 
shirt, his doublet, or bonet to excheate. 1752 J. Louthian 
Form of Process 151 All their moveable Goods and Gear, to 
be escheat and in-brought to his Majesty's Use. x8x6 Scott 
Old Mort. xxxvi, His moveable goods and gear escheat., 
to his majesty's use. 1876 Grant Burgh Sch. Scotl. 1. i. 49 
In 1509 persons were prevented from importing . . Books 
under penalty of escheating the same, 

®0 4 . Used (after Fr. ichoir ) for : To 1 fall ’ to 
a person by inheritance. 

1603 Florio Montaigne in. ix. (1632) 541 Those that have 
heene hereditarily escheated unto them. 

Escheatable (es,tjz *tab ? l), a. [fprec. + -ABLE.] 
Liable to escheat. 

x6xx Cotgr., Escheable , escheatable. #1626 Bacon Max. 
4 , Uses Com. Law 49 The Customes of Kent is that Gauil- 
kind land is not forfeitable nor Escheatable for Felonie. 
1828 in Webster ; and in mod. Diets. 

Escheatage (es^J/'-ted^). ff. Escheat sb. or 
v. + -age.] The right of succeeding to an escheat. 

1611 Cotgr., Escheatage , the right which a Lord hath in 
the land of his tenant, dying without heires of his bodie, or 
bloud. 1756 Nugent Montesquieu's Spir. Laws II. xxi. 
xiii. 54 In those times were established the ridiculous rights 
of escheatage and shipwrecks. 1779 State Papers in Ann. 
Reg. 435/2 Exempt from the right of escheatage. 1828 in 
Webster ; and in mod. Diets. 

Escheated (es,tjrted), ppl. a. Also 6 Sc. 
escheit. [f. as prec. + -ed.] Of land, etc. : That 
has reverted by escheat to the superior lord, the 
king, or the state. 

x55x Sc. Acts, Mary c. 7 The saidis escheit gudjs. 
1607 Davies xst Let . Earl Salisb. (1787) 233 To enquire 
of all escheated and concealed lands in tnat county, 1623 
Sir T. Crew in Rushw. Hist. Coll. (1659) b You have 
made these ample Endowments of Churches out of your own 
Excheated Revenue. x86o Forster Gr, Remonstr. 30 The 
lesser proprietors whom grants of escheated honours might 
newly have created. 

Eschea ting, vbl.sb. ff. as prec. + -ingL] The 
action of the vb. Escheat; in quot. = Forfeiting. 

c 1575 Sir J. Balfour Practicks{ 1754) 37 It is statute and 
ordanit. .that thair be na mercattis nor fairis haldip upon 
halie dayis. .under the pane of eschetting of the gudis. 

Escheat or (eS|t|rtai). Forms : 5-6 esche- 
toui*(e, exchetour, -er, 5-7 escheatour, -etor, 
exchetor, (5 echetour, eshetour, 7 excheator), 
7-8 eseheater, (7 eschaetor), epeheitour, 7- 
escheator. [ME. eschetour, a. AF. eschetour, f. 
eschete ; see Escheat sb.] 

An officer appointed yearly by the Lord Trea- 
surer to take notice of the escheats in the county 
to which he is appointed, and to certify them into 
the Exchequer. Escheator-general : a superintend- 
ent or chief of escheators. 

_ The office having practically fallen into disuse, procedure 
in cases of escheat, is now regulated by the Escheat Pro- 
cedure Act, 1887. 

[1292 Britton i. ii. § 2 En office de nos Eschetonrs, et en 
presence de nous devaunt noster Seneschal.] 1398 Trevisa 
Barth. De P. R . xix. cxxviii. (1495) 934 Fiscus is a comyn 


sacke or a bagge in whiche the Eschetour and rente gaderers 
put the comyn dette and custome that is payed to kynges. 
1463 Mann, 4 Househ. Exp. U84X) 187 Edward be the 
grace of God Kyng of Yngland. .to alle sryffes, roayrys, es- 
cheatours. etc. 1500 Plumpton Corr. 147 Ralfe Sauche- 
vereth of Hopwell is eschetour of Notinghamshire and 
Derby. 1593 Norden Spec. Brit. M'sex 4 Herts. 11. x. It 
[Herts.] was annexed to Essex. And one Sheriffe supplied 
both Counties, and did also one Eschetor. 2667 E. Chamber- 
la yne St. Gt. Brit. 1. n. ix. (1743) 78 The Lord Treasurer 
hath the nomination of the Escheators in every county. 
*755 Carte Hist. Eng. IV. 375 He had got into the service 
of one Kenny escheator general of the kingdom [of Ire- 
land]. 1827 Hallam Const. Hist. (1876) I. i. 15 The King’s 
title was to be found by the inquest of a jury, summoned at 
the instance of the escheator. 

Hence Eschea'torship, the office of escheator. 
1570 Act. 13 Elis. c. 4. § 13 His Office of Sheriffwick, 
Escheatorship or Bailiffwick. 1887 ipth Cent. XXII. 789 
When he applied for the escheatorship, he informed Lora 
Castlereagh that he intended to have his seat transferred to 
Mr. Balfour. 

Eseheeker, ~eh.eker(e, obs. ff. Exchequer. 
Eschel (e-Jel). [a. Ger. eschel, dim. of esc he 
ashes.] |a. (See quot. 1753.) Obs. b. The 
third quality of powder blue. 

[1726 Linckius in Phil.Trans. XXXIV. 202Tum ad separa- 
tionem pulveris illius cinerei albicantis levioris, quern Eschel 
appellant.] 1753 Chambers Cycl. Supp,, Eschel, a term 
used by the smalt workers, to express a sort of grey sub- 
stance resembling ashes, which is usually mixed with the 
smalt when in fusion. This is carefully separated from it, 
before it is powdered for use, otherwise it would debase the 
colour, 1875 Ure Diet. A rts 874 s. v. Cobalt, In commerce, 
smalts are classified both according to their contents in 
cobalt, and the size of the grain, the following beingthe chief 
marks . . [e.gi] O. E. Ordinary Eschel, Ordinary indicates the 
relative quantity in cobalt. .Eschel the state of division. 

+ B Scheie. Obs. Also 4 eschel, 5 eschelle. 
[a. OF. eschele (mod.F. ickelle \ eschiele, believed 
to be an altered form of eschiere, corresp. to It. 
schiera , of Teut. origin: cf. OHG. skara (MHG. 
schar , Ger. schaar).] A troop, squadron (of sol- 
diers^ ; rarely a company ( of travellers). 

c X330 Arth. 4 Merl. 7580 With xv thousand in on eschele. 
1375 Barbour Bruce viii. 218 In twa eschelis ordanit he 
had The folk that he had in leding. c 1425 Wyntoun Cron. 
viii. xl. 155 J>e worthy men Dare Folk, .arayid ben, And delt 
bame in-til Eschelis thre. <71460 Towneley Myst. 47 (Jacob 
log.) Rachelle, stand thou in the last eschelle. 

+ Eschellett. Obs. Also 6 eschellit. [a. 
OF. eschellette , mod.F. ichelette, dim. of ichelle 
ladder.] A small ladder. 

2578 in T. Thomson Inventories (1815") 256 (Jam.) Ane 
eschellit schod with yron without ane bolt. Ibid. 258 Ane 
eschellett schod without ane bolt, 
t Eschend, pa. pple. of /-schenden : see Iscend. 
c 1375 XI Pains of Hell 343 in O. E. Misc. 221 Cursid 
dedis makis men al day eschend. 

Esehenite, var. form of ASschynite* 
Eschequer, obs. form of Exchequer. 

Eschete, obs. form of Escheat. 

+ Bsche’ve, v. Obs. Forms: 4-6 eschewfe, 
escheve , (4 eseheffe, 6 esschef ). [a. OF. escheve-r, 
corrupt form of achever : see Achieve.] 

1 . Irans. To bring to a successful issue, accom- 
plish ; - Achieve i. 

1375 Barbour Bruce 111. 283 Gret thingis eschewyt he 
[Cesar], As men may in his story se. <7 x500 Lancelot 2229 
Aduentur is non so gret to pref. .nor 3he sal it esschef. 
a 1533 Ld. Berners Huon >:x. 57 God ayde you to eschew 
& to fornyshe thys grete besynes. 

2 . To succeed in gaining ; to gain ; '■* Achieve 5 a. 

1520 Calisto 4 Melibza in Hazl, Dodsley T, 77 To enjoy 

your youth . . For that time pleasures are most escheved. 

3 . intr. To gain one’s end ; const, of or simply ; 
= Achieve 6. 

c 1375 Sc. Leg. Saints, Mathou 321 To sanct mathow son 
went he, Wenand be hym wele til eschewe. Ibid., Eugenia 
5^3 He had eschewit of his wil, Or ony helpe had cumyne 
hir til. ? a 1400 Morte Arth. 2301 Lappede them in lsde, 
lesse that they schulde Chawnge or chawffe, jif pay myghte 
escheffe. 

f Esclievin. Obs. Variant of Echevin, q.v. 

1670 Cotton Espemon 1. 11. 49 TheEschevins of Paris. 1756 
Nugent Gr. Tour , N ether 1 . 1. 85 The eschevins or aldermen 
form a court of justice here as in every town. . 

+ Eschew’* jA Obs. [f. Eschew v . 1 ; cf. OF. 
escheu, eschni of similar formation.] The action 
of keeping clear ; avoidance (of danger). 

a 1541 Wyatt Poet. IFhs. u86i) 158 So fareth love.. The 
first eschew is remedy alone. 

t Eschew’, a. Obs . Also 4 eschiewe, 4-5 
eschu(e. [a. OF. esekieu (nom. eschif), corresp. to 
Pr. eschiu, Sp. esqidvo, It. schwo Com. Romanic 
*skivo , of Teut. origin : cf. OHG. *$ciuh (MHG. 
schiech, mod.Ger. scheu), GE. sceok Shy.] 

1 . Disinclined, loth, unwilling. Const, of or to 
with inf. 

c 1386 Chaucer Pars. T. ? 897 He bat ofte falleth in synne 
' . .is the moore eschew [7/. r. eschewe, eschue, eschiewe] for 
I to shryuen hym. c 1386 — Merck. T. 568 To eten hem alle 
he nas no thyng eschu [v. r. eschewe, eschwe]. 1393 Gower 
L Cotif II. 286 She is escheue of bothe two. a 1420 Hoccleve 
1. De Reg. Princ. 136 Vertu So excellent, that to feble is my 
witte To expresse it ; wherfore I am eschu To medle, or 
make a long sermoun of itte. 

2 . ? Objectionable, to be avoided. 

<7x420 Pallad. on Husb. 1. 528 Dounge of foules is ful 


necessarie To loud tillynge ; yit gooses dounge eschew is. 
Ibid. iv. 586 Her taste is eke eschewe In places weet. 

Eschew (esitjAs*), v. 1 Forms: 4-6 esekeve 
(?esclieue), eschewe, (4 ech-, esshne, etchewe, 
isschewe, 4-5 esehef, eschiewe, -uwe, ej>- 
chewe, 5 escheu, eshew, 6 escue, estchue, 
as-, estew(e, -iew), ©xchew(e, (4 exschew, 
6 exchue, -tue), 4-7 eschu(e, 4- eschew.^ [a. 
OF. eschiver, eschever (also in other conjuga- 
tions, as eschevoir, eschivir, eschivre), corresp. to 
Pr., Sp., Pg. esquivar , It. sekivare (whence prob. 
mod.F', esquiver to dodge, the retention of the s 
being otherwise anomalous) : — Common Romanic 
*skivare, f. *skivo : see prec. ; cf. OHG. sciuhen, 
MHG- schhihen, schmwen, m od.Ger. scheuen to 
dread, avoid, shun ; also Eng. Shy zl] 

1 . trans. To avoid, shun. 

■f a. T o avoid , keep clear of, escape (a danger 
or inconvenience). Rarely with clause as obj. 

c 1375 Sc. Leg. Saints, Mathias 205 [A sone] bat scho, til 
eschewe destiny, Ine a cophyne kest me be se. <7 *460 For- 
tescue Abs. 4 Lint. Mon. (1714) 105 To eschewe thees two 
Harmes, hyt may than be advised, etc. 15x4 Barclay 
Cyt . 4 Uplondyshm . (Percy Soc.) x Pastoures .. drawe to 
cotes for to esenewe the colde. 1526 Tindale 2 Cor. viii. 
20 Thus we eschue thatt eny man shulde rebuke us in this 
aboundance. c 1530 Ld. Berners Arth. Lyt. Bryt. (18x4) 
17 To exchewe therby the displeasure of my lorde. X59S 
Shaks. Merry W. v. v. 251 What cannot be eschew’d, must 
be embrac’d. 167 x J. Webster Metallogr. iv. 61 To eschew 
tediosness, [I] shall transcribe what Dr. Jorden hath written. 
1721 St. German’s Doctor 4 Stud. 60 To eschew that in- 
convenience that Statute was made. 

f b. To * fight shy of’, avoid (a place) ; to stand 
aloof from (a person), Obs. 

1377 Langl . P. PI. B. vi. 55 Suche men eschue. 1413 
Lydg. Pilgr. S 07 vie iv. iii. (1483) 50 The quene of Saba., 
eshewed it [that brydge] and took another wey. c 1450 
Castle Hd. Life St. Cuthbert (Surtees) x6o Fra b en 
forthe sho forhewed pe kynges presence, and it eschewed. 
*553 T. Wilson Rhet. 2 Beware . . of straunge woordes, as 
thou wouldest take hede and eschewe greate rockes in the 
sea. 1621 Burton Anat, Mel. m. ii, vi. iii. (1651) 564 
A woman a man may eschue, but not a wife. 

c. To abstain carefully from, avoid, shun (an 
action, a course of conduct, an indulgence, an 
article of food or drink, etc.). The current sense ; 
+ Formerly with obj.-inf. preceded by to. 

Johnson 1755 notes the word as ‘almost obsolete”; it is 
now not uncommon in literary use. 

1340 70 Alex. 4 Dind. roox But al bat badde is for ahum 
here abouen erbe, Huo so hab chaunce to echue & cbese 
the betture. <7x375 Lay Folks Mass-bk. (MS. B.) 358 Gyue 
ine grace for to etchewe to do bat b™g b at me shuld rewe. 
1388 Wyclif 2 Tim. ii. 16 Eschewe thou vnhooli and veyn 
spechis. <7x450 Myrc 28 Grete othes thow moste enchewe. 
1509 Hawes Joyful Medit . 20 They may extue For to do 
wronge. 1535 Coverdale Ps. xvii. 23, I. .will eschue myne 
owne wickednes. 1637 Earl Stirling Doomesday 9th Hour 
<R .),1 hese curious doubts which good men doe eschew Make 
many atheists. 1656 Ridgley Pract. Physick 22 Fat things 
must be eschewed, a 1707 Beveridge Serm. II, lxxxiii. 
(R.\ They must not only eschew evil but do good in the 
world. x 8 ox Words w. Cuckoo 4 Night, xxiii. For every 
wight eschews thy song to hear. 1848 Thackeray Van. Fair 
xlv, He has already eschewed green coats, red neckcloths, 
and other worldly ornaments. 1855 Macaulay Hist. Eng . 
IV. 693 Observers ... thought that capitalists would eschew 
all connection with what must necessarily be a losing con- 
cern. 1876 Bi.ackie Songs Relig. 4 Life 228 Eschew the 
cavilling critic’s art, The lust of loud reproving. 

absol. 1621 Burton Anat. Mel. 1. i. 11. viii. (1651) 25 The 
power to prosecute or eschue. 

1 2 . intr . To get off, escape. Obs. 

1375 Barbour Bruce xi. 391 Thai sail nocht weill eschew 
foroutyn fall. <7x450 Castle Hd. MS. Life St. Cuthb. 
(Surtees) 2525 And bat he couet to eschew. 1560 Rolland 
Crt. Venus iv. 441 Grant him his life. .And I promit. .That 
he sail not eschew away, nor fle. 
t 3 . trans. To rescue. Obs. rare. {SoYx.eschiver.] 
<7x500 Melusine 170 pey recouered there six of theire 
galeyes, & eschiewed b^m fro the fyre. 

Hence XSschew al, an eschewing, a keeping clear 
of (evil). Eschew* an.ee, the action of eschewing ; 
avoidance. Eschew er, one who eschews, avoids, 
shuns. Eschew'ihg' vbl. sb., the action of the vb. 
Eschew in various senses. Eschewment, the 
action of eschewing. 

1583 Babington Comntandm. vii. (1590'' 278 Things which 
keepe chastitie vneorrupted . . sobrietie, labour.. & *esche- 
wall [ed. 1637 eschewing] of oportunitie. 1656 Jeanes Mixt. 
Scho. Div. 22. The hare eschewall of an evil) is sufficient 
for the denomination of feare. 1841 G. S. Faber Prov. Lett. 
(18441 I. 182 The convenient negative process of an esche- 
wal of all cross-questioning. 1842 James M or ley Ernstein 
xv, With that careful *eschewance of all listening ears. . that 
gentleman remained bowing in silence till the waiter was 
OUt of the room. 1578 Ch. Prayers in Priv. Prayers (1851) 
460 Give them such judges, as are. .*eschewers of all par- 
tiality. x6ax Dk. Buckhm. in Life Bacon xxii. (1861 501 
A messenger of good news to you and an eschewer of evil. 
1825 Coleridge Aids Re/ 2 . (1848) I. 188 These eschewers 
of mystery, c 1374 Chaucer Boeth. iii. xi. 99 The ferme 
stablenesse of perdurable dwellynge and ek the *eschuynge 
of destruccyoun. X563 in Vicar/ s Atiat . (1888) App. iii. 
164 Theschuynge of the great e Daunger & perill of the . . 
plage. 1864 Webster, *Eschewment (rare). 

f Bsckew*, vJ Obs. rare~K [ad. OF. escheu, 
pa. pple. of eschoir (mod.Fr. ichoir) : see Escheat;] 
intr . To fall out, fall to one’s lot, befall. 


ESCHIN, 


286 


7 <*1400 Morte ArtJu 2957 This cheklce hyme eschewede 
be chauncez of armes. 

Eschin, obs. form of Eshin, dial. 
if Esch0‘]>p6« Obs. rare- 1 . [Fr. eschoppe (now 
ichoppe j, OFr. eschople, escopre , corresp. to Sp. 
escoplo, Pg. escopro : — L. scalprum .] A steel- 
pointed tool for engraving on copper ; a graver. 

1662 Evelyn Chalcogr. 126 Bosse’s invention of the Es- 
choppe does render the making, of this Sulcus much more 
facile. Ibid. 97 His points and eschoppes. 

If Eschscnoltzia (ej^ltsia'. [mod. L. ; the 
name was given, in 1821 by A. v. Chamisso (. Hor . 
Pkys. Berol. 73) in compliment to J. F. v. Esch- 
schoitz, one of his colleagues in the RomanzofF 
exploring expedition.] A Californian genus of 
herbaceous plants (N.O. Papaveracese ) ; E. call - 
fomica , the best known species, has finely divided 
glaucous leaves, and large bright yellow flowers, 
saffron- coloured in the centre. Also attrib . 

1837 Henfrey Bat. 232 Eschscholtzia, a Californian genus, 
is now found in every garden. 1870 Miss Broughton Red as 
Rose I. 73 Pulling the green nightcaps oil the escholtzia [x/c] 
buds. 

Eschutcheon : obs. var. Escutcheon. 

Escien, obs. form of Ask. 

Escimuz, corrupt form of Echenets. 

1481 Caxton Myrr. n. ix. 87 Ther is another manco of 
flfyshe in this see [of ynde], whiche ben named escimuz, 
whiche,.haue such strengthe that in contynent that they 
touche a ship one of them only reteyneth hym stylle. 

Eselaircisment, -issement, obs. forms of 
Eclaircissement. 

1730-6 in Bailey (folio\ 1775 in Ash. 

Ij Esclandre (gsklandr* ). [Fr. esclandre, later 
form of OF. escandre, escandle :~L. scandalum : 
see Scandal and Slander.] Unpleasant noto- 
riety ; an occurrence which gives rise to it ; a dis- 
turbance, scene. 

1855 Thackeray Neivcomes (F. Halil. 1857 Kingsley 
Two V. Ago xi. II. 11 Scoutbush, to avoid dsclandre and 
misery.. paid her her dividends as usual. 1881 Lady 
Herbert Edith 18 Since the last * esclandre ’ he had held 
little or no communication with her. 188a J. C. Morison 
Macaulay 55 An esclandre of any kind, cannot be associated 
even in imagination with his name. 

t Esclare, 9 * obs. rare—' 1 , [a. OF. esclare-r t 
esclarier (mocLF. eclair er), corresp. to Pr. esclair- 
arz — 'L. excldr.-are (rare), f. ex- out + clarus 
bright] tram. To make clear, clear up. 

1635 Digges Contpl. Ambass. 318 We think it now reason 
that the matter of Religion he first esclared, 
t Esclarisll, v. Obs. Also 6 esclarissh. 
[ad. OF. esclariss - lengthened stem of esclarir • 
late L. type *excldrire, f. L. ex- out + clar-us 
clear, bright] tram. To make clear or bright; 
to bring to light ; to render illustrious. 

2546 St. Papers Hen. Vtll, , XI. 16 This amitie and peax, 
which is now nuely esclarisshed and confirmed. 1366 
Painter Pal. Pleas. 259 b, Which singuler perseueration 
in defence of her charitie . . esclarisheth to the whole flocke 
of womankynde the bright beames of wisedome. 

t Escla-risliment. Obs. In 6 esclerishe- 

ment. [ad. OF. esclerissement, var. of esc/arisse- 
pient, f. esclarir : see prec.] A clearing up, ex- 
planation. 

1349 in Strype Bccl. Mem. II. App. CC. 102 By the former 
treaty with th’ esclerishement joynt hostility is not entred. 

I! Esclavag© (esklavas). Obs. [Fr. esclmage 
(lit. * slavery f. esclave slave) used in same sense.] 
A necklace composed of several rows of gold 
chains, beads, or jewels, so called from its resem- 
blance to the fetters of a slave. 

2738 Mrs. Delany Antobiog. (1861) III. 478 All the 
bougets, esclavages, earrings and knots. 1766 Coi.man & 
Garrick Clandestine Marr. i, How d’ye like the Style of 
this Esclavage ? 1834 Planch^ Brit. Costume 323. 
t Escla*visll, v. Obs. rare, [ad Fr. esclaver to 
enslave, on the analogy of cherish, etc.] trans. To 
enslave. Hence Esclavishing vbl. sb. 

2583 T. Stocker Hist. Cm. War-res time C. II. 32 To our 
vtter esclauisshyng and destruction for euer. 

+ E*scle. Obs. [ad. L. a> cuius. (See quot.) 

# 2377 B. Googe Heresbach's Husb. (1586) 106 The Escle 
is a kind of^Oke, called . . in Latine Esclus. 

Esclepis, obs. form of Eclipse. 

II Esclopette. Obs. [var. of Escopette : for 
the form cf. med.L. sclopetum ] (See quot.) 

1824 S. R. Meyrick Anc. Armour Gloss., Sclopus, the 
esclopette or hand-gun. 1830 — Illust. Anc. Arms fy 
Armour Plate cxix, Fig. 4. _ A short wheel-lock esclopette 
of the time of Charles I. . It is . . intended to be carried in & 
holster in the same manner as a long pistol. 

Escocheon, obs. form of Escutcheon. 
ll Escompon. Arch. [OF. escoinpn (mod. 
Scoinson.] A stone which forms the upper part 
of an arched window. In quot. attrib. 

1867 H. T. Ellacombe in Trans. Exeter Archil. Soc. I. 
Ser. ir. 98 The jambs of these windows are splayed on the 
inside, and surmounted by escoiuQon arches. 

t Escompesall. 

i486 Bk. St. Albans C iiij. Put in the wonde Escompesall 
unto tyme the dede flesh be wastyde. ' 

t Esooudny, v. Obs. rare- l . [ad. OF. esc on- 
dzd-re (mod. econduire), in this sense a pseudo- 


etymological perversion of ezdierescondire, corresp. 
to Pr, escondire z—*excondicere t i. ex - out + con 
{—cum) with + dicere to say.] trans. To give 
(a person) a denial of (something). 

a 1430 Knt. de la Tour (1868) 83 Euery woman that dis- 
obeyed or esconduyed her htisbonde of ani thinge that he 
comaunded her. .she shulde be mued alle a yere. 

tEscondyte, v. Obs. rare— 1 , [f. OY. escon- 
dite refusal, f. escondire : see prec.] intr. To give 
a refusal to. 

2310-20 Compl. too late inaryed (1862) 8 She wolde to no 
maner a man escondyte. 

Escopette (eskope’t). U. S. Also 9 esco- 
pate, -et. [ad. Sp. escopeta (assimilated to Fr. 
escopette) musket, ad. It. schioppctto , scoppietto y f. 
schioppo (by metathesis scoppio) noise, explosion, 
L. sclopus, stlopus the noise produced by a blow 
on the inflated cheek (in med.L. ‘a gun’).] A sort of 
carbine, used chiefly in Mexico and the adjoining 
parts of the U. S. 

1805 Pike Sources Mississ.it. (1810I 201, 50 dragoons and 
50 mounted militia of the province, armed in the same 
manner, viz., Lances, escopates and pistols. 2830 B. Tay- 
lor Eldorado xxxiii. (1862 s 336 A ranchero, carrying an 
escopette and three turkeys, .offered his horse in exchange. 
1831 Mayne Reid Rife Rangers xx, A dozen . . men were 
. .firing their escopettes and pistols as they came down. 

Escope*tto. = prec. 

1854 Bartlett Me: v. Boundary I. ii. 29 The Mexican beat 
him upon the head with the butt of his escopetto. 
t Esco rse, v. Obs. [ad. OF. escorce-r, escorcher 
(mod.Fr. ecorcher ), corresp. to Pr. escorgar, escor - 
tegar :—med.L. excortiedre, f. ex out + cortic-em 
bark.] trans. To skin, flay. In quot.ySg’. 

2346 St. Papers Hen. VIII , XI. 112 So .. that they wer 
not escorsed and fleen to the bones. 

Escort (e*skpjt\ sb: Also fieskert (eskart), 8 
esoorte, [a. Fr. escorts y ad. It. scoria , f. scorgcre 
to conduct :—late L. type *excorrigere, i. ex out 
+ corrigere to set right. 

1 . Mil. A body of armed men accompanying a 
traveller or travellers (whether for protection or 
surveillance, or as a mark of honour), or serving 
as a guard or convoy for baggage, provisions, 
treasure, etc. 

1579 Fenton Gnicciard. xvm. 1077 The bands . . had 
ouerthrowen the eskert [ed. 1599 eskart) or garde [orig. 
scoria ] of victuals. 2708 Land. Gaz. No. 4458 2 The 
Horses and Waggons, .began their March with an Escorte 
of 2000 Foot and 800 Horse. 2802 C. James Mil. Dici. f 
Escort of Deserters consists . . of a corporal and three 
rank and file. 1810 Wellington in Gurw. Disp. VI. 470 
And Colonel Trant with his division attacked the escort 
of the military chest. 1867 Freeman Norm. Conq. 1 18761 
I. vi, 496 Not with an army but with a mere escort of 
strangers. 

2 . transf. A number of persons, or often a single 
person, accompanying any one on a journey for the 
purpose of protection or guidance, or for courtesy’s 
sake. 

1745 Fortunate Orphan 33 Five Women, whohad no other 
Escorte than a Recollet, this Jeweller, and a Youth of 
sixteen. 1734 Richardson Grandison (2760; V. 61, I could 
not be S5Q welcome to you as your escorte, as.. . I should 
be to Miss Byron and her friends, as her guest. 1847 James 
J : Marston Hall xii, The encounter with the courier and 
his escort had taken place, a i860 Wraxall tr. R. Boudin 
xviii. 263 The ladies in waiting and the lady patronesses 
formed the royal escort. 

3 . abstr. Attendance in the capacity of an escort. 

2833 Ht, Martineau Loom <$* Lugger 11. v. 97 To make 

him desire Cooper's eseprt. 1838 J. Martineau St?idies 
Chr. 221 The elder deities were compelled to . . attend in 
escort to the Eastern idol. 

Escort (eskj?utl, v. [f. prec. sb. ; cf. Fr. 
escorter, It. scortare .] trans. To act as escort 
to. a. Mil. of aimed men ; Naut. of a convoy, 
b. In wider sense : To accompany for the pur- 
pose of protecting or conducting, or of showing 
civility. 

a. 1708 Lond. Gaz. No. 4478/3 Yesterday the Troops 
that escorted our Foragers, met with several of the Enemy's 
Parties. 1761- 2 Hume Hist. Eng. 1806) IV. lx. 539 The 
herring busses were escorted by twelve men of war. 2833 
Macaulay Hist. Eng. III. 636 He was escorted byabody- 
guard under the command of Sarsfield. 

b. 1742 Dunkin in Francis Horace’s Sat. 1. ix, In private 
haunt, in public meet, Salute, escort him through the Street. 
2734 Richardson Grandison II. iv, 50 To escorte and guide 
me through this wood. 1828 Scott F. M. Perth xxxi, 
Catharine, escorted by old Henshaw and a groom of the 
Knight of Kinfauns. 2888 Miss Bkaddon Fatal Three 1. 
ii, He had escorted her to the first of her parties. 

Hence Esco-rting ppl. a., that escorts. Esco*rt- 
ment, the action of escorting. 

1870 Pall MallG. 7 Nov. 7 The official list of the escorting 
officers. 1773 Adair Amer. Ind. 303 One of the warriors 
was sent to accompany me. .by way of escortment. 
Esco't, sb. [AFt. form of Scot (as in scot and 
lot) ; cf. OF., Pr. escot (mod.F. ecot\ It. scot/o.] 
(See quot ; it does not appear where Johnson 
found the word.) 

*755 Johnson, Escot, a tax paid in boroughs and corpora- 
tions towards the support of the community, which is called 
scot and lot 

' f EsC0‘t ? v. Obs. [a. OF. escot-er, f. escot (mod. 


ESCBIVAm. 

F. Scot) : see prec.] traits. To pay a reckoning 
for, maintain. 

2602 Shaks. Ham. 11. ii. 362 What are they Children? 
Who maintains ’em ? How are they escoted? 1775 in Ash'. 

t EscOXl't, sb. Obs. [a. OF. escoute fem. (mod. 
F. Scoute) act of listening, also sentinel. Scout, 
f. escouter (mod. Scouter) to listen.] 

1 . Look-out, watch. [Cf. OF. se mettre aux 
escoutes.’] 

2630 Hayward Ecbw. VI, 29 They were well entrenched; 
having good escout abroad and sure watch within. 

2 . A Scout, spy. 

2560 Daus tr. Sleidane’s Comm., The escoutes that were 
sent out toknowe whiche waye the Eraperour went, brought 
contrary reportes. 1600 Holland Livy xxu. xxviii. 449 
Intelligence given him. .by meanes of his owne escouts and 
spies. 1603 ~ Plutarch’s Mor. 1329 Those be the Daemons 
Which are their [the gods’] espies and escouts. * : 

t Escou't, V. Obs. rare~ x . [a. OF . escout-er 
(mod.F. Scouter) Pr. escout ar, Cat. escoltar. 
It. ascoltare L. auscultdre to listen.] intr. To 
act as a scout, explore, reconnoitre. 

1600 Holland Livy xxn. xv.441 Having sent out to escout 
and espie 400 horsemen of confederats. 

Escribe (fskrsrb,, v. [f. E- prcf.Z + L. sertb- 
ere to write.] 

1 1 . trans. To write or copy out. (More com- 
monly Exscribe.) Obs. 

2358 in Picton L’pool Mimic. Rec. (1883') I. 30 An old book 
of Precedences which was escribed, extracted out of the 
elder Precedences of the town. 

2 . Math. To describe (a circle) so as to touch 
one side of a triangle exteriorly, and the produc- 
tions of the other two sides. (Cf. Exscribe.) 
Hence Escribed/^/, a. 

1870 W. Chauvenet Geom. n. 87 The three circles which 
lie without the triangle have been named escribed circles, 
1881 J. Casey Seq. Euclid 54 If the circle touch., the sides 
A B, AC produced ; that is if it be an escribed circle. 

, + Escrime. Obs. rare- 1 , [a. Fr. escrime, f. 
escrimer to fence.] The art of fencing, esp. with 
sabre or sword. 

1652 Urquhart Jewel Wks. (1834') 220 The most skilful 
teachers of Escrime, and fencing-masters of Italy. 

t Escri mer. Obs. In 6 eskrymeur. [a. Fr. 
escrimeur, f. escrimer to fence ] One who prac- 
tises fencing ; a fencer, a swordsman. 

137a Sir T. Smith in Ellis Orig. Lett. n. igi III. 21 The 
duke . . provided . . some eskrymeurs to shew us pastyme. 

*t E 'script. Obs. Also 6 escripte. [a. OF, 
escript, semi-learned spelling of escrit (mod.F. 
Scrit) L. script-um neut, pa. pple. of scribSre 
to write.] A written document, a writing ; spec . 
a written decree or mandate, a i writ ’. 

1483 Plumpton Corr. p. _ xcv, We award that all such 
evidences, escripts, or muniments be delivered . . afore the 
feast of St. John Babtist next coming. 2363 Foxe A. Sf M. 
776/2 All and euery such proces, writings and escriptes as 
haue passed and bene don in this matter. T. Fenne 

Fruits 75 Those escripts and appointments which seemed 
so difficult and almost unpossible to be brought to passe. 
1649 Selden Laws Eng. n. iv. (1739) 22 Amongst other of 
the King’s Escripts, it formed Writs remedial, for such as 
had received wrong. 1686 Royal Proclam. 10 Mar. in 
Lond. Gaz. No. 2120/2 And also Excepted, all Offences of 
Perjury . * Forging or Counterfeiting any Deeds, Escripts. 
1724 Col. Rec. Penn. III. 245 The Governour proposed to 
send the following Escript by way of amendment. 

t Escri'pture. Obs. fa. OF. escripture (mod. 
F. Scniure) = Pr. escriptura, Sp. escritura , It. 
scrittura :--L. scripiui a writing.] —Scripture. 

1489 Caxton Faytes of A. 1, i. 4 The holy escripture saith 
of god that he is fiers. 

Escritoire (gskr/twa r, e*skritw£0. Forms : 
8 escrutore, 8-9 escrutoire, escritoir, (8 escre- 
tQre, -critore, 9 -cretoire), 8- escritoire, [a. 
F. escritoire (now Scritoire) writing-case, writing* 
desk:— late L. scriptorium apparatus or place for 
writing, f. scribSre to write.] 

The aphetic forms scritore , Scrutoire, occur in 27th c. 

A writing-desk constructed to contain stationery 
and documents ; in early use, often one of a port- 
able size ; more recently, chiefly applied to a 
larger piece of furniture, a bureau or secretary. 

[1612 Cotgr., Escriptoire, a penner.] 2706-7 Farquhar 
Beaux Strut, v. iv, Captain Gibbet, .had made bold- . with 
your Study and Escrito e. 1720 Strype S tow’s Surv. (1754) 
I. in. vi 598/2 Chests of drawers, Escrutores, Tables, and, 
such like Joinery Wares. 2742 Fielding J. Andrews in. 
iii. She . . accordingly departed herself/having first broken 
open my escrutore.^ 1756 Nugent Gr. Tour , France I V. 
215 The escrutore, in the middle of this chamber, contains 
a most magnificent collection of antient and modern medals, 
1848 Thackeray Van. Fair xxiv, In the large shining ma- 
hogany escrutoire Mr. Osborne had a drawer especially 
devoted to his son’s affairs and papers. 2882 Miss Brad- 
don Mt. Royal ix, An escritoire in the Sherraton style. 

attrib. 2849 Dickens Dav. Copp. xvii, There was a chest 
of drawers with an escrutoire top. 

Hence Escrito Trial a. nonce-wd., of or pertain- 
ing to an escritoire. 

1783 Cowper Let. Newton Wks. 1837 XV. 163 One more 
circumstance, .willimpress upon you. .a sense of the value 
we set upon its escritorial capacity. 

t Escrivarn. Obs. rare— 1 , [a. OF. escrivaip 
(mod.F. ecrivain) — Pr. escriban t Sp ; escribaw\ 
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It scrivano late L. scribanus , f. L. scriba scribe.] 
A clerk. • 

' a X734 North Lives (1826) II. 399 Servants, escrivains and 
other attendances at a great expense. 

t Escriva*n. Obs. rare- 1 , [ad. Pg. escrwdo ; 
see prec.] A clerk on board a ship, a supercargo. 

3726 Shklvocke Fby. round World 341 The Escrivan of 
the said ship, .desir'd we would sell him the Jesus Maria, 
f EscrO'C, v. Obs. [f. F. escroc swindler: cf. 
Fr. escroquer to swindle.] Hans. To gain by 
swindling. 

1738 Com. Sense (1739V II. 45 Employing Tricks to escroc 
all they could for the Civil List, etc. Ibid. 1 1 . 183 Occasions 
are laid hold of to escroc more and more from the Publick. 
Escrod (eskiyd). A small fresh cod broiled ; 

as SCROO. 

18.. D. Webster j Webster), That morsel for Monica, an 
escrod. In mod. Diets. 

11 Escroeles, sb. pi. Obs, rare— 1 . In 5 erron. 
escroceles. [OF. escroelles fem. pi. (mod.F. krou- 
elles ) :— late L. scrofellas, dim. of scrofulx'. see 
Scrofula.] Scrofula. 

1483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 372/2 A maide ... had her throte 
gretely swollen of a maladye called the escroceles. 

Escroll (eskrJu*l). Forms: 6-7 escrowle, 
7 -8 escrol(e, -olle, 7- escroll. [ad. OF. escroc le, 
dim. of escroe : see next and Scroll.] 
tl. Law. — Escrow. Obs. 

1622 Malynes Anc. Law-Merch. 102 To deliuer a Writing, 
or a Bill as an Escroll is vnknowne vnto all Merchants there. 
3642 Perkins Prof. Bk. i. § 9. 5 If . . shee deliver the same 
deed unto a stranger as an Escrowle, upon condition that, 
etc. 1736 Carte Ormonde* I. 569 They signed the instru- 
ment of the peace to agree it might lie as an escroll in the 
hands of the Marquis of Clanricarde. 

2. Her. = Scroll. 

1610 Guillim Heraldry in. xx. (1611) 160 With one Escrole 
hauing this Motto Ich Dien. 1706 Hearne Collect. 25 Mar. 
(Oxf. Hist. Soc.) I. 209 Underneath there is this Escrolle, 
Memoria pij seterna. 1807 G. Chalmers Caledonia I. hi. 
x. 463 Ancient families converted their war-cries into mottos, 
which they placed upon escrols above their crests. 18 68 
Regul. <5- Ord. Army 8 The Motto ‘ Virtutis fortuna comes ’ 
in an Escrole above. 

Escrow (eskrja-). Law. [a. AF. escrowe, es- 
crouwe , OF. escroe, escroue scrap, shred, strip of 
parchment, scroll (mod.F. icroue entry of a name 
in a jail register) med.L. type *scrdda , of Tent, 
origin : cf. OHG. serdt scrap, fragment OTeut. 
*skraudo- (whence Eng. Shred).] (See quots.) 

1598 Kitchin Courts Leet (1675' 449 It was delivered as 
an Escrow upon condition. 1708 Termes de la Ley 306 An 
Escrow is a Deed delivered to a third person to be the 
Deed of the party upon a future condition. 1883 Law 
Times Rep. LI. 663/1 The part signed by the defendant was 
only an escrow in the hands of her solicitor, and not to take 
effect until the other part was signed by the plaintiff. 

Escrutoire, obs. form of Escritoire. 

T Escry% sb. Obs. [f. Escry v. See the variant 
forms Ascry, Scry.] a. Outcry, exclamation ; 
notoriety, b. Battle-cry. lit. and fig. 

1483 Caxton G. de la Tourhv, S uche dishonour and escry is 
not soone put oute. 1489 — Faytes of A . 1. xxiv. 75 The lasse 
bolde are wont for to gyue vp the escrye by-fore that the 
bataylle be bygonne. 1515 Barclay Egloges iv. (1570) Dj^i 
Faynt cowarde mindes soone at the first escry Of sturdie 
labour, fall to the grounde as lame. 1538 Leland I tin. VI. 
66 Caspar .. durst not welle land for Escryes that were 
made when he proferid to the Shore. 

f Escry*, v. Obs. F orms : 5-6 escrye, 7 
escrie. [a. OF. escrie-r , f. es L. ex out + crier 
to Cry. The earlier Eng. form from 13th c. was 
Ascry, prob. representing an AF. ascrier; and 
there was an aphetic Scry, q.v.] 

1 . inir. To cry out, exclaim. 

1483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 84/1 Thenne one of them escryed 
and said, etc. a 1533 Ln. Berners Huon lv. 185 He es- 
cryed a nye & sayd * Syr Kynge etc. 

2. Irans. To call out to, hail ; also, to call upon, 
invoke. 

1483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 123/2 Put out thy voys and es- 
crye hym frely. 1485 — - Chs. Gt. 77 He. .began to escrye the 
holy trynyte. c 1530 Ld, Berners A rth. Lyt. Bryt. (1 8 14) 
222 He spurred horse and escryed the senesshall. 

b. To escry him, them, etc. to or unto death, used 
to translate Fr. Ini, leur escrier 1 a mortl* or * h 
la mart! * 

: 1475 Caxton Jason 8 b, And syn they escried alle the 
dronken centauris unto the dethe. 1523 Ld. Berners Froiss. 
I. ccclxxxvi. 659 They were enclosed with the gauntoyse, 
who escryed them to dethe. 

3 . tram. = Descry : to cry out upon on dis- 
covering j hence to espy, discover. Also, with 

OUt. ( 

*581 J. Bell ffaddon’s Amw. Osor. 100 Vouchsafe there- 
fore a good felowshyp (Osorius) to escry out one safe Haven 
for us. 1581 J. Studley tr. Seneca’s Medea m. Cho. 127 b. 
Some travelersshall the Countreys farre escrye Beyond small 
Thule, Knowen furthest at this day. 1598 Hakluyt Voy. I. 
506 (R.) At the same ti m e the Spanish fleet was escried by an 
English Pinasse. 1625 Purchas Pilgrims II. 775 From 
hence you may plainly escrie the promontory of Azaphi. 

|j XtSCtL*. [Fr. ; older form of ecu : see Ecu.] 
c 1663 F. Willughby in Ray’s Philos. Lett. (1718) 11 At the 
expence of an Escus for a Guide. 173* in Bailey voL II. 
X77S in Ash. . 

Escuage (e-skiwedg). Feudal Law. Obs . exc. 


Hist. [a. AF. escuage, f. OF. escu (mod.F. ku) 

L. scidum shield. Cf. Scutage.] 

1 1. The chief form of feudal tenure (lit. shield- 
service), personal service in the field for a period 
of forty days in each year. Obs. 

*5*3 Bradshaw St. Werburge 11. 1773 Many helde their 
landcs , . with seruice de chiualere and some by escuage. 
1392 .Wyrley Armorie 19 Euery tenant that held lands by 
a knights fee was tied to do his Lord escuage or shield 
seruice. 1695 Temple Hist. Eng. (1699) 171 Those Authors 
. .pretend this Duty of Escuage. .to have come over in this 
Reign. 1766 Blackstone Comm. 11. v. 74 This kind of 
tenure was called scutagium in Latin. . or servitium scuti . . 
in our Norman French escuage. 
b. transf. 

1605 Sylvester Du Bartas 11. ii. in. (1605-7) I. 454 Our 
Grand-sires, .euen in Age Could render duly Venus Escuage. 
1623 Cockeram, Venus-escuagc, wanton fieshlinesse. 

2 , A money payment in lieu of military service; 
— Scutage. 

x 577 ’ 8 7 Holinshed Chrm. an. 1214. 184/1 The king de- 
manded escuage of them that refused to go with him into 
Poictow. 1641 W. Hakewil Libertie of the Sttbject 17 
Every man that by his tenure is bound to serve the King in 
his warres, and faileth, is to pay.. a fine by the name of 
Escuage. 1679 Blount Anc. Tenures 95 When escuage is 
assessed throughout the land, .the said Sir Philip shall pay, 
etc. 1738 H ist. Crt. Excheq. ii. 23 The Baron appearing in the 
Host had Escuage on his own Tenants that made Default. 

II Escudero (eskwdirm). [Sp. ; f. escudo shield : 
see Esquire.] A shield-bearer ; an esquire ; hence, 
an attendant ; a lady’s page. 

a 1637 B. Jonson (Websterj. 1865 T. B. Aldrich Knt. of 
Aragon Poems 113 His escuderos rode in front, His 
cavaliers behind, 

Esculapian, var. of ./Esculapian. 

Eseulate, var. form of ./Esculate. 
TEsculency. Obs. rare- 1 , [f. next: see 
-ency.J '1 he quality of being esculent or eatable. 

3651 Biggs New Lisp. 197 Though lesse commodious for 
esculeney. 

Esculent (e-skhZlent), a. and sb. [ad. L. escu- 
lent-us, f. esca food.] 

A. adj. 

1 . Suitable for food, eatable. 

s6z6 Bacon Sylva § 630 A Number of Herbs are not 
Esculent at all. 1756 C. Lucas Ess. Waters III. 238 The 
gardens afford good supplies of the best esculent vegetables. 
1813 Bingley A nmt. Biog. (ed. 4) III. 471 Esculent Snail. 
1816 Kirby & Sp. Entomol x. (1828) I. 310 The order Aptera 
does not much more abound in esculent insects than the 
Diptera. 1866 Rogers Agric. 4- Prices I. iv. 66 Onions and 
cabbage appear to have been the only esculent vegetables, 
l! confused use. 

1813 Bingley Anim. Biog. -'ed. 4”) II. 212 The Esculent 
Swallow. The nest of this bird is edible. 

2. absol. quasi-jA 

2626 Bacon Sylva (1631) § 474 In Plants, where the Root is 
the Esculent, as Radish, and Parsnips. 

B. sb. Anything that is eatable, or fit for food ; 
esp. vegetables. 

1623 Massinger New Wayiv. ii, A piece of Suffolk cheese, 
or gammon of bacon, Or any esculent, as the learned call it. 
1725 Bradley Fam. Diet. Esculents , by which is to be 
understood Plants for Food. 1754 Dodsley Agric. ii, His 
various esculents, from glowing beds Give the fair promise 
of delicious feasts. 1863 Ball in N. <$> Q. Ser. m. IV. 193 
The 4th of August was the period when the juicy esculent 
could be first enjoyed. 1872 Yeats Growth Comm. 25 The 
varieties of palm furnished, .an esculent something like the 
cabbage. 

Esculic, -in(e, var. forms of FEsculic, -in. 
t Escirme« [a. OF. escume (mod.F. kume) : 
see Scum.] Froth. 

1527 Andrew Brunswyke's Distyl. Waters P iij, Escume 
made of this herbe [radish] used in vaperous bathes dys- 
troyeth age. 

Escirrialize, v. nonce-wd. [f. Escurial (better 
Escorial ), the name of the chief palace of the 
Spanish kings, about 30 miles from Madrid.] 
trans. To subject to influences like those which 
prevailed at the Escurial. 

1843 Tap's Mag. X. 617 Kings and queens are no longer 
..puppets to be played with by dexterous mountebanks, or 
Escunalized into idiotism. 

Escurie : see Equerry. 

Esctisq, obs. form of Excuse sb. and v. 
Escutcheon (esk^tjon). Forms: (5 esco- 
chon, 6 escuclxorL), 7, 9 escocheon, (7 eschocli-, 
esciracheon, -ion, eseoehion, ©scotchr, escu- 
cheon, -tchion, -teheer), 8 esehnieiteon. 6- 
escutcheon. See also Scutcheon, [a. ONF. 
escuckon (central OF. escusson, mod. ecussori) 
late L. type *scutidn-em , f. scutum shield.] 

Johnson 1755 has only the form esckutcheon. 

I. Her. The shield or shield-shaped surface on 
which a coat of arms is depicted ; also in wider 
sense, the shield with the armorial bearings ; a 
sculptured or painted representation of this. 

1480 Wardr. Ace. Edw. IV (1830) 131 Escochons of 
papir in colours of the armes of Lorde George Ver. 1594 
Mirr. Policy (1599) M iij, And from that time the use of Es- 
cuchons and. Armory was found out, as a witnesse of their 
Nobility. 1610 Holland Camden's Brit. 1. 405 Their Es- 
chocheon Gules with sixe escallops argent. 1679 Plot 
Staffordsk. (2686) A, The figures on the nght hand each Es- 
cocheon, shewing what Armes belong to the Houses. 1774 


Warton Hist. Eng. Poetry III. (R.), The addition of the 
escutcheon of Edward the Confessor, .was a sufficient foun- 
dation for an impeachment of high treason. 1815 Scott 
Guy M. xli, The carved stone escutcheon of the ancient 
family, .was hung diagonally beneath the helmet and crest. 
2846 Prescott Ford. <$• Is. I. vi. 277 They were prohibited 
from quartering the royal arms on their escutcheons. _ 1885 
Miss Br addon Wy Hard’s Weird ii. Gray granite pillars, 
each crowned with the escutcheon of the Heatheotes. 

b. fig . ; esp. in phrases like a blot on an es- 
cutcheon — a stain on a person’s reputation. 

1697 Dryden Virgil (2806) II. 275 Ded., Tlie banishment 
of Ovid was a blot m his escutcheon. 1848 R. W. Hamilton 
Disq. Sabbath v. 280 We are not ashamed of our [Puri tan J 
fathers .. The escocheon of their virtues is our proudest 
heraldry. 1862 Shirley Nug% Grit. x. 444 The people of 
Edinburgh were eager to remove an unseemly stain from 
the escutcheon of their city. 2868 Freeman Norm. Conq. 
{28 76) II. vii. 45 A dark blot on the escutcheon of the House 
of Godwine. 

c. Escutcheon of pretence : tlie small escutcheon 
bearing the arms of an heiress placed in the centre 
of her husband’s shield. Cf. Inescutcbeon. 

1677 Lend. Gaz. No. 2208/4 Upon an Escutcheer of Pre- 
tence, a Chevern between three Birds. 1766-87 Porny 
Her. 223. 1823 Rutter Font hill p. xxiv, Mervyn quartering 
Squire, and on an escutcheon of pretence, Green, etc. 

•f 2 . A hatchment. (More fully funeral es- 
cutcheon.} Obs. 

a 1672 Wood Life (1848) 40 Escocheons which he had got 
by burying several persons of quality. 1688 R. Holme 
A rntoury 1. 4/1 Every Gentleman . . was interr’d with Funeral 
Escochions. 2722 De Foe Col. Jack (1840) 347 Mrs. Veal 
was . . dead, and her escutcheons were making. 1750 J oh nsqn 
Rambler No. 73 F 7 At last the eldest fell ill . . I dreamed 
every night of escutcheons and white gloves. 1820 W. 
Irving Sketch-bk. II. 283 Several ancient monuments . . 
over some of which hang funeral escutcheons. 

3 . Anything shaped like, or resembling, an es- 
cutcheon: a. gen. (see quot.) 

1602 Plat Delightes for Ladies xviii, Of.. Marchpane 
paste . . our comfit makers . . make . . Armes, escocheons, 
beasts, birds, and other fancies. 

b. Arch. A shield-shaped ornament, chiefly in 
Gothic buildings, carved on the bosses of ceilings, 
at the ends of weather-mouldings, etc. 

1875 Parker Gloss. Goth. Archit. 
e. A key-hole plate, a name plate, etc. 

1655 Mrq. Worcester Cent. Inv . § 72 An Escocheon to 
be placed before any of these locks. 1879 Gwjl t Archit, 
Gloss., Escutcheon, .a plate for protecting the keyhole of a 
door ; or one to which the handle of a door is attached. 

d. Horticzdture . A shield-shaped portion of a 
branch, containing a bud, cut for use as a gTaft. 

1658 Evelyn Fr. Gard. (2675) 61 Cut your escutcheon 
long enough., that it may derive nourishment. 

e. Naut. (see quot.) 

1867 Smyth Sailor’s Word-bk., Escutcheon , the compart- 
ment in the middle of the ship’s stern, where her name is 
written. 

f. Zool. (see quots.) 

2854 Woodward Mollusca n. 947 The lunule.ris an oval 
space in front of the beaks [of bivalves] . .When a similar im- 
pression exists behind the beaks, it is termed the escutcheon. 
Ibid. '1856) 305 Meroe. .Shell oval, compressed .. ligament 
in a deep escutcheon. 

4 . Comb, escutcheon grafting (see 3 d). 

1727 Bradley Fam. Diet. s. v. Grafting, They will thrive 
. .well upon the Quince tree by Escutcheon grafting. 
Hence Escu tcheoned ppl. a., furnished or deco- 
rated with escutcheons. 

17^2 Young Nt.Th. 11.356 What. .isthisescutcheon*d world, 
Which hangs out Death in one eternal night ? 1823 Byron 
Werner v. 1, Our banner'd and escutcheon’d gallery. 3843 
Carlyle Past 4- Pr. (1858) 298 Doggeries never so es- 
cutcheoned must take the fate of such. 

-ese, suffix, forming adjs., is ad. OF. -eis (mod. 
F. -ois, -ais) Com. Romanic -ese (It. -ese, Pr., 
Sp. -es, Pg. -ez) L. ensem. The L. suffix had 
the sense 4 belonging to, originating in (a place)/, 
as in hortensis, prdtensis , f. hortus garden, prdtum 
meadow, and in many adjs. f. local names, as 
Carthaginiensis Carthaginian, Atheniensis Athe- 
nian. Its representatives in the Romanic langs. 
are still the ordinary means of forming adjs. upon 
names of countries or places. In Eng, -ese forms 
derivatives from names of countries (chiefly after 
Romanic prototypes), as Chinese , Portuguese, 
Japanese, and from some names of foreign ( never 
English) towns, as Milanese, Viennese, Pekinese, 
Cantonese. These adjs, may usually be employed 
as sbs., either as names of languages, or as desig- 
nations of persons ; in the latter use they formerly 
had plurals in -s f but the pi. has now the same 
form as the sing., the words being taken rather as 
adjs. used absol. than as proper sbs. (From words 
in -ese used as pi. have arisen in illiterate speech 
such sing, forms as Chinee , Maltee , Portugee.) A 
frequent mod. application of the suffix is to form 
words designating the diction of certain authors 
who are accused of writing in a dialect of their 
own invention ; e.g. Johnsoftese, Carlylese. 

Ese, eseliche, esement, obs. ff. Ease, etc* 
Esee, -i, -ie, -y(e, obs. forms of Easy. 
Esemplasticjesernplas stik), a. [f. Gr. 4 s into 
+ tv, neut. of «s + irKacTitc-bs, £ 1 tXacnruv to 
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mould : a word irregularly formed by Coleridge, 
and probably suggested to him by the Ger. in- 
einsbildung forming into one.] Having the func- 
tion of moulding into unity ; unifying. 

3817 Coleridge Bung. Lit \ 139 On the imagination, or 
esemplastic power. 3827 Hare Guesses Ser. 1. (1873) 220 
Nor I trust will Coleridge’s favorite word esemplastic.. 
ever become current. 3879 Farrar St. Paulll. 488 The 
unifying— -or if I _ may use the expression, esemplastic — 
power of the imagination over the many subordinate truths. 

Esemplasy (ese'mplasi). [f. as prec. + Gr. 
irXdtr-is moulding 4- -Y.] (See quot) 

1852 Fraser’s Mag. XLVI. 65 Neither of them possessed 
that gift, which Schelling endeavoured to express by the 
term Eseinsbildung [sic ; read ineinsbildung], and Coleridge 
by the term esemplasy — the power, that is, of infusing into 
the various parts of a subject an ever-present unity. 

Esen, pi. of ease, obs. form of Eaves. 

B&erine (e'sersin). Ghent. [a. Fr. esirine, f. 
esere, the native name of the plant ; see -INE. 

(First used in Fr. by Vee Recherches chimiques sur la 
five du Calabar 1865). ] 

A crystalline alkaloid obtained from tbe Calabar 
bean, the fruit of Physostigma venenosum , em- 
ployed in solution in medicine to produce con- 
traction in the pupil of the eye. 

1879 P. Smith Glaucoma 153 Eserine lowers the tension of 
the glaucomatous eye. 3888 Edin . Rev. Oct. 507 Eserine 
or physostigmine. 

t Esgnard. Obs. [a. OF. esgard (mod. F. 
egard ) ‘ tribunal des chevaliers de Malte’, lit. ‘ look, 
attention corresp. to It. sguardo : see Es- and 
Guard.] A tribunal existing among the knights 
of St. John, to settle differences between members 
of the order. 

1616 Beaum. & Fl. Knt. of Malta v. ii, Proceed to th* 
ceremony : — one of our Esguard Degrade Mountferrat first. 

Esh, -en, dial, forms of Ash, Ashen. 

3312 Nor thumb. Househ. Bk. 354 To gyf yerely as many 
eshen cuppis. 3808 R. Anderson Cumbld. Ball., Our 
Jwohny, I cowr’d my ways down, ahint our young eshes. 

f Eshen, esliime. Obs. Some precious stone. 

26x3 Purchas Pilgrimage , Descr. India (1864) 38 Of 
Eshime, which stone comes from Cataya, one Batman. Ibid. 
42 Lignum aloes, Eshen and Corail. 

E’shin. dial. Also 6 esehm, esben, -yne, 
ession, esshon, -en, 7 ©shon. [Etymology un- 
certain ; ? var. of Aseien (vessel) ; cf. ON. eski 
ashen box, mod.Icel. askja box generally.] A 
wooden pail or shallow tu b. 

3347 Lane, J Chesk. Wills (Chetham Soc.) 1 . 109, V milke 
trowhgs and v essions xxd. 1538 Ibid. (1884) 20 F y ve loomes 
for Ale. .and iiij Esshons. 3573 Ibid. III. 60 Sex eshens or 
skales. 1688 R. Holme Armoury in. 335/1 Of some Milk- 
Maids.. I have heard.. a Milk Fail called. .a Cruck, an 
Eshon, of others a Bouk. 1691 Ray N. C. Words , Eskin , a 

S ail or kit. 3773 in Ash. 1884 Cheshire Gloss., Eskin , a 
irge can for carrying milk from the shippon to the house. 
Eshlar (e-Jlai), var. of Ashlar. 3847 in Craig. 
Esi(e, EsHi, obs. forms of Easy, Easily. 
Esil(e, var. forms of Eisell. 

Eskanted, variant of As ranted, Obs. 

Eskart, ? obs. form of Escort. 

Esker (e*skai). Geol . Also 9 ©scar, eskar, -ir. 
[a. Ir. eisciri] ‘The name given in Ireland to 
the elongated and often flat-topped mounds of 
post-glacial gravel which occur abundantly in the 
greater river-valleys of that country’ (Page). Also 
in comb., as esker-like. 

3852 E. Forbes in Wilson & Geikie Life xiv, 505 The top 
of Headon Hill is capped by a great esker of gravel. 1865 
Page Hand-bk. Geol., Eskirs or Escars. 3882 Geikie 
Text-bk. Geol. vi. v. i. § 1. 892 Ridges, known in Scotland as 
kames, in Ireland as eskers, and in Scandinavia as osar. 
188a O’Donovan Merv Oasis I. III. 55 Towards sunset 
we neared the flank of a long escar-like sand ridge. 

Eskert, obs. var. Escort. 

Esk-ien, obs. form of Ask v. 

Eskip, obs. form of Equip. 

+ Eski'rmish. Obs. [ad. F. escarmouche : see 
Escarmough and Skirmish,] « Skirmish. 

# 3383 Styward Mart. Discipl. 1. z, In marching, incamp- 
ing, approch, eskirmish, camisado, or retraite. 

t Esla*ke. Obs. [var. of Aslake or Y-slake.] 
« Slake. 

1514 Barclay Cyt. $ Uplondyshm. (Percy Soc.) p. xxxvi, 
No drop thou gettest for to eslake thy lust. 

Eslar, obs. Sc. form of Ashlar. 

+ Eslarge, V. Obs . [a. OF. eslar g-ir : see 
next.] trans. *= next. 

<33450 Knt. de la Tour (1868) 132 He his stered vnto 
myse and eslar^ithe his pitee vpon hem. 
f EslaTglsh, v. Obs. In 5 eslargys(s') 3 ie. 
[a. OF. eslargiss - lengthened stem of eslargir 
(mod. F. elargir ), f. es- : — L. ex -1- large : see 
Large.] a. trans. To extend the range or scope of ; 
« Enlarge 3 b. b. rejl. To set (oneself) at large; 
to free (oneself) from restraint. Cf. Enlarge 6. 

3483 Caxton G. de la Tour F iiij b, Ye may eslargysshe 
yourself to say or do your wylle. Ibid. I ij, God . . moueth 
iiym self to pyte and eslargyssheth his misericorde. 
Eslier, obs. var. Ashlar. 

«. . in Raine Auckland C as. (1852) 64 note, Eslier worke. 

Eslior, eslisor, obs. ff. Elisor. 


Esloign, -oin(e, -o yne, obs. ff. Eloin. 
Eslonge, var. form of Elong v. Obs. . 
c 3500 Melusine xxi. 133 Within a short while they es- 
longyd ferre one fro other, 

f Bsma’rvelj V. Obs. Forms : 5 esmervail, 
-vayll, 6 esmarveyl. [ad. OF. esmerveill-er, f. 
es- L, ex- out + merveill-er to wonder, Marvel. 
See also Amarvel.] trans. a. To astonish, b. 
To wonder at, admire. 

2475 Caxton Jason 98 Jason was moche esmeruailled 
thenne whan he understod the hyghe mysteres that hym 
behoued to make. 2502 Ord. Crysten Men (W. de W. 
1506) iv. xxix. 341 Contemple, and esmaruayll the grete 
& incomprenable dyfference. iso 9 Hawes Past. Picas. 
(Percy Soc.) 289 Thus al esmarveyled we dyd then awake. 

t Esmay*, v. Obs. See also Amay, Asmay. [a. 
OF. esmaie-r to trouble = Pr. esmagar, esmaiar , It. 
smagare med.L. *exmagdre, f. ex- out 4- -mag- 
(whence *dismagare : see Dismay), usually be- 
lieved to be of Teut. origin; cf. OHG. magan to 
be able : see May v.] trans. and rcfi.= Dismay. 

2393 Gower Conf I. 281, I am.. so distempred and so 
esmaied. Ibid. II. 239 But Jason wolde him nought 
esmaie. 2475 Caxton Jason 76 Appollo on this, .began to 
rise abasshed and esmayed of this werke. 2483 — Gold. 
Leg. 153/2 But he was gretely esmayed how he myght 
burye tbe body. 

Esmayle, emayle. Obs. rare. [ad. OF. es- 
mail , F. hnail : see Amel.] Enamel. 

2389 Puttenham Eng , Poesie 111. xix. (Arb.) 242 Set rich 
rubie to red esmayle. 2594 Nashe Terrors of Night D iij. 
(D.), No wine but was turned to redemayle as soon as euer 
it came amongst them [Icelanders], 

t Esmeu*te. Obs. [a. Fr. esmeute , older form 
of entente.] = Emeute. 

1632 Needham tr .Selden’s Mare Cl. 469 And an Esmeute 
of their people who are all interessed in that Question. 
Esmint, obs. form of Easement. 
t Esmo ve, esmewe, v. Obs. rare. [a. OF. 
esmover (accented stem esmeuv-, whence a later 
inf. form esmevre) late L. exmover e, f. ex- out + 

movere Move.] trans. To move strongly, excite. 

2474 Caxton Chesse m. v. Gviij, As sone as she sawe 
hym she was soe smoued wyth Joye that she deyed tofore 
hym. 2475 — Jason 12/2 He was so esmeuid . . with loue 
that, etc. Ibid. 78/2 Their aduersaires. .were so esmeuyed 
upon them that, etc. 

t Esne (e’znf). Obs. exc. Hist. [OE. $sne — Goth. 
asneis :—OTeut. *asnjo-z harvestman, f. *asano-z 
harvest.] The OE. designation of a class of domestic 
slaves, 

c 930 Lindisf. Gosp. Matt. x. 24 Ne is Sega ofer Sone 
laruu nec Sea vel esne ofer hlaferde his. c 975 Rushw. Gosp. 
John iv. 51 Esnas ^iurnon togaegnes him. 2820SCOTT Ivanhoe 
xxxii, Theow and Esne art thou no longer. 2862 Pearson 
Early Mid. Ages Eng. 201 The. .esnds or day-labourers, 
were the lowest 2873 Stubbs Const. Hist. I. v. 78 The 
esne or slave who works for hire. 

t E’Snecy. Obs. [ad. med.L. sesnecia, latinized 
form of Oh. ainsneece (mod.Fr. ainesse) position 
of elder brother or sister, ad. med.L. *anlendtilia, 
f, antenatus one born before another, f. ante be- 
fore 4- ndtus born.] ‘ A private prerogative allowed 
to the eldest coparcener, where an estate is 
descended to daughters for want of an heir male, 
to choose first after the inheritance is divided’ 
(Wharton). 

2607 in Cowel Interpr. 2642 in Termes de la Ley 144. 2721 
in JBailey. 2823 in Crabbe Techniol. Diet . ; and in mod. 
Diets. 

Esq- (e’Sd-), prefix [Gr. €<ra> within], employed 
in a few compounds of modem formation from 
words of Greek origin, as EsoeaterDtis, Path. 
[see Enteritis], inflammation of the intestinal 
mucous membrane. Esogastri-tis, Path, [see 
Gastritis], inflammation of the mucous lining of 
the stomach. Esona-rthex [see Narthex], the 
inner vestibule of a Greek church (cf. Exonarthex). 
Esoneu-ral a. [see Neural], operating within 
the nerves. Esosco pic a. rare [Gr. -gkott-os 
watching + -to], (see quot). 

1847 Craig *Esoenterites. Ibid. * Esogastrites. 1850 
Neale East. Ch. I. 245 The *esonarthex opens on to the 
church by nine doors, to the exonarthex by five. 1833 H. 
Mayo Pop . Superst. (ed. 2) 73 The mental forces, or opera- 
tions of a living human being, may be conceived to be essen- 
tially *esoneural. 2826 Bentham Ckrestovt. Wks. (1838-43) 
VIII. 94^ Division of Politics and Government into *Eso- 
scopic, i. e. internal or interior-concerns-regarding, viz. 
Internal Government, and Exoscopic. 

Esodic (es^*dik), a. [f„ Gr. !<r-<u within + 65 - 6 s 
way + -ic.] Of nerves: Proceeding to or into 
the spinal marrow ; afferent. 

2850 M. Hall Diastaltic Nervous Syst. 6 [Section headed 
‘ New Terms Proposed.'] Esodic (ei$) will express the 
action into ; exodic the action out of, etc. 1830 Barnes in 
Lancet II. 84/1 This paralyzing effect on the extremities of 
the esodic nerves, 2852 G. Wilson Life J. Reid 92 The 
Sensific nerves have also been named esodic (ingoing). 

Esophageal, Esophagus, etc. : see GEs-. 
Esoteric (est?te*rik), a. and sb. [ad. Gr. k<rco- 
T€pue- 6 $, £ hoorrepw, compar. of ecrcu within. 

The Gr. word occurs first in Lucian, who ascribes to Aris- 
totle a ^classification of his own works into 1 esoteric' and 
‘exoteric'. (Cic. De Fin. v. § 5 recognizes such a classifica- 


tion, but uses only the term ‘ exoteric ’, leaving the opposite 
class undesignated ; Aristotle himself merely uses ef<»>Tepucds 
in the sense of ‘ popular, untechnical '.) By later writers 
the word was employed to designate the secret doctrines 
said to have been taught by Pythagoras to a select few 
among his disciples.] 

A. adj. 

1. Of philosophical doctrines, treatises, modes of 
speech, etc. : Designed for, or appropriate to, an 
inner circle of advanced or privileged disciples; 
communicated to, or intelligible by, the initiated 
exclusively. Hence of disciples; Belonging to 
the inner circle, admitted to the esoteric teaching. 
Opposed to Exoteric. 

Esoteric Buddhism : a system of ‘ theosophical ' doctrines, 
alleged by its adherents to have been handed down by secret 
tradition among an initiated class of Buddhists. 

1655-60 Stanley Hist. Philos. (1701) 372/1 The Auditors 
of Pythagoras, .were of two sorts, Exoterickand Esoterick ; 
the Exotericks were those who were under probation, which 
if they well performed, they were admitted to be Esotericks. 
3738 Warburton Div. Legat. in. § 2 (1755) 98 The exoteric 
teaching [of the Pythagoreans] admitted fable and falsehood 
. . the esoteric only what the teacher believed to be true. 
a 3734 Fielding Comm. Bolingbroke s Ess. Wks. 1784 X. 
310 In rescuing the esoteric purity of his doctrines from 
that less amiable appearance in which their exoteric garb 
represents them. 2768-74 Tucker Lt. Nat . (1852) II. 677 
These two classes [the adept and the vulgar] must be ad- 
dressed in two different languages, the esoteric and the 
exoteric. 2817 Coleridge Biog. Lit. I. x. 200 , 1 considered 
..the Trinity ..entitled to the rank of an esoteric doctrine 
of natural religion. 2837 Hallam Hist. Lit. I. 1. fii. § go. 
204 A hidden stream of esoteric truth was supposed to flow 
beneath all the surface of Scripture. 2883 Sinnett (title). 
Esoteric Buddhism. * 

b. absol. (quasi-j7>.) = c Esoteric sense rare. 

1842 Mrs. Browning Grk. Ckr. Poets (1863) 52 The esoteric 
of the most suspicious turnings of his phraseology is ‘ Glorv 
to the true God \ 

2. transfi a. Of motives, purposes, etc. ; Not 
openly avowed, b. Pertaining to a select circle ; 
private, confidential, e. Qualifying a personal 
epithet : That is esoterically such. 

x866 W. Thorn bury Great heart III. 176 He had two 
motives in his visit, an exoteric and an esoteric motive, 
2839 Macaulay Hist. Eng : V. 206 His esoteric project was 
the original project of Christopher Columbus. 2876 Black 
Madcap V. xliii, How could he aid in this esoteric interview ? 
2876 Fairbairn Strauss 11, Strauss had hardly the stuff in 
him to be an exoteric Conservative while an esoteric Radical. 
1882 Nature XXIV. 578 There is nothing to hinder them 
having also more esoteric meetings at stated intervals. 

3. Phys. (In etymological sense) : ‘Applied to 
things which relate to, or have origin within the 
organism 9 ( Syd . Soc. Lex.). 

i860 in Mayne Exp. Lex. 

B. sb. 

1. pi. (after Gr. ret icrcorepi/ca.) Esoteric doctrines ; 
esoteric treatises. 

2722 tr. Werenfels' Disc. Logomackys 99 Aristotle’s Books 
of deep Learning, his Acroamaticks, Esotericks, Epopticks, 
and mysterious Writings. 1768-74 Tucker Lt. Nat. (1852) 
I. 430 Our predecessors had their esoterics and exoterics. 
2809 Knox & J ebb Corr. I, 488 Alexander complained to 
Aristotle, that he had done ill to give the world his esote- 
ricks. ^ 1822 S. Parr Wks. (1828) vni. 353 I must, in my 
esoterics, stand aloof from all controversies. 

2. One initiated in esoteric doctrines. 

3653-60 [see A. i]. 

Esoterical (est7teTikal), a. [f. prec. 4- -al.] 

1. W prec. adj. 

2830 L. Hunt ri utobtog. I. Hi. 128 This was his [Cole- 
ridge’s] esoterical opinion of him. 2876 BmcuRede Led. 
Egypt 42 Walls covered with mythological representations 
and esoterical texts, explanatory of the old religion, 

2. In etymological nonce-use: (see quot.) 

1830 Maurice Mor. % Met . Philos. I. i. § 3. 27 When by 
esoterical we mean that which concerns the inner man. 

Esoterically (es^te*rikali), adv. [f. prec. 4* 
-LT *.] In an esoteric manner. 

2738 Warburton Div. Legat. in. § 2 III. (1811) 27 Exo- 
tencally . . of the national Gods ; esoterically . . of the first 
Cause of all things. 2836 Fraser’s Mag. XIV. 4 It essen- 
tially and esoterically preserves its separateness. 2873 
Whitney Orient. Stud. 87 While oral tradition continued 
to be the exoteric practice, writing might still be resorted 
to esoterically. 

Esote*ricism. [£ Esoteric 4 - -ism.] - next. 

2846 Worcester cites Christian Observer. Hence in 
later Diets. 

Esoterism (es^'teriz’m). [f. Gr. Iccorep-i w (see 
Esoteric) 4 - -ism.] The holding of esoteric doc- 
trines; the habit of regarding knowledge as the 
property of the few. 

2835 Maurice Let. to Acland 22 Mar. in Life (1884) I. 
271 A dangerous tendency [in Alex. Knox] to esoterism and 
exclusiveness. 1872 Farrar Witn. Hist. ii. 62 Its perfect 
openness rebuked their esoterism. 2884 Syd. Soc. Lex., 
Esoterism , medical. Simon’s term for the mystery which 
some medical men think themselves bound to adopt towards 
their patients by reason of their prejudices and ignorance. 

Eso’terize, v. rare. [£ as prec. 4 - -ize.] intr 
To hold esoteric doctrines. 

2842 G. S. Faber Provinc. Lett. (1844') lx * 21 Unlike the 
Esoterising Exclusiveness of Pagan Philosophy. 

Esotery (cs^teri). [f. as prec. + -y 3. 

(An irregular formation ; m first quot., from which Todd 
obtained the word, esoteries may be mispr. for esoterics .)] 

Esoteric doctrine, secret lore. Also pi. 


ESOTmDIHE, 
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ESPEIRE, 


1763 Tucker Freewill 172 note. Reserving their esoteries 
for adepts* and dealing out exoteries only to the vulgar. 
1828 Webster, Esotery, mystery; secrecy. 1 Little used.) 
1879 G. Meredith Egoist II. i. 7, I seem to be instructed 
in one of the mysteries of erotic esotery, yet on my word I 
am no wiser. 

Esoundir(e, obs var. Asunder. 

a 1400-50 Alexander 510, 3977. 

I! ESOX (rs^ksh Also 6 ezox. [L. esox, a 
Gaulish word : cf. Welsh log, Ir. iach salmon.] The 
name of a large fish mentioned by Pliny (in first 
quot. app. identified with the Sturgeon) ; the Corpus 
Glossary (a 800) renders the name by lax , i.e. 
salmon. In mod. Ichthyology used as the generic 
name of the Pike. 

c 1520 L. Andrews Noble Lyfe in Babees BE 234 Ezox is 
a very grete fisshe in that water danowe be the londe of hun- 
garye, he is of suche bygnes that a carte with iiij horses can 
nat cary hym awaye .. he hath swete fisshe [? flesh] lyke a 
porke. 1706 Phillips, Esojt, a great Fish in the River 
Rhine; a Lax. 1774 Goldsm. Nat, Hist . (1862* II. m. i. 
303 The Esox or Pike. 1854 Badham Halieut. 296 Pliny’s 
esox (a name which modern ichthyology has imposed upon 
the pike) is evidently a misnomer. 

Esp e, obs. form of AspL 
t Espa ce. Obs. [a. F. espace L. spatium ; 
see Space.] - Space. 

1483 Caxton Gold, Leg. 340/3 In that espace of tyme the 
kynge and mo than lx thousand men were baptysed. c 1490 
— Blanchardyn 146 We. .haue ben a longe espace wyth hym. 

Espacement (esp£i*sment). Arch, [a. F. es- 
pacement , f. espacer to space out.] The action of 
spacing, or of placing at suitable distances. 

1867 A. Barry Life Sir C. Barry iv. 95 The espacement 
of the windows. 

II Espadon. [a. F. espadon, app. a. Sp. espadon, 
augmentative of espada sword : cf. It. spadone .] 
A long two-handed sword used in 1 5-1 7th c. 

1846 Fairholt Costume 494 Espadon , a long sword of 
Spanish invention. 1881 Blackw, Mag. May 565 The horse- 
man’s huge espadon of six feet long. 

|| Espagnolette. [Fr. espagnolette , f. espag- 
nol Spanish,] The fastening of a French window ; 
also attrib. 

1870 Daily News 20 Dec., Had he fallen it might have 
been the better for him ; but the neckcloths and the espag- 
nolette held fast and prevented him. 1876 Gwilt Encycl. 
Archit. 687 For French casements, what is called the Es- 
pagnolette bolt is now in use, 1887 Pall Mall G. 19 Sept. 
5/2 Paris has espagnolette windows opening like doors. 
Espaire, var. form of Espeire. Obs. 

Espalier (esparlioi), sb. Also 7 espalier©, 
[a. F. espalier, ad. It. spalliera 1 wainscot work to 
lean the shoulders against * (Florio), hence, stakes 
of the same height, f. spalla shoulder. Cf. Sp. espa- 
lera , e spaldera, of same meaning.] 

1 . A kind of lattice-work or frame-work of stakes 
upon which fruit trees or ornamental shrubs are 
trained ; also the stakes individually. 

1741 Compl. Fam. Piece n. iii. 356 Repair your Espaliers, 
and fasten your Fruit-trees thereto. 1754 Dodsley Agri- 
culture n. (R.), His ripening fruits Display their sweet 
temptations from the wall, Or from the gay espalier. 1816 
Kirby & Spence Entomol. xiv. (1828' I. 436 The upright 
putrescent espaliers of vine-props. 1862 Ansted Channel 
Isl. 11. viii. 168 The willow.. is much used, its young shoots 
being employed to tie up the fruit trees to the espaliers. 

2 . A fruit-tree trained on a lattice, usually of 
woodwork, or on stakes. 

, 1662 Evelyn Kal. Hort. (1729) 223 Plant your fairest 
Tulips . . under Espaliers. 1731 Pope Ep. Burlington 78 
Behold Villario’s ten years toil compleat, His Quincunx 
darkens, his Espaliers meet. 1796 Morse Amer. Geog. 
I, 541 Espaliers of European grapes in gardens have long 
ago been introduced. 1833 Tennyson Blackbird, The 
espaliers and the standards all Are thine. 
i 3 . A row of trees so trained. Obs. 

2712 J. James tr. Le Blond's Gardening 3 A Fruit-Garden 
planted . . in long Espaliers. 1725 Bradley Fam. Diet. s. v. 
Batardier, Fruit-Trees . . placed in Espaliers or elsewhere, 
instead of a dead Tree. 

4 . attrib. and Comb., chiefly simple attrib ; also 
espalierwise adv., in the form of an espalier. 

17x7 Berkeley Tour Italy 16 Jan., Espalier hedges . . 
make the ornaments of this place. X727 Bradley Fam. 
Diet. s. v. Garden Fences, The Horse-Chesnut ..will hear 
forming Espalierwise. 1806 Miss Mitford in L’Estrange 
Friendship ^x88al I. 20 One of the espalier apple-trees in 
the garden is a perfect picture. X858 Glenny Gard. Every- 
day Bk. 102/1 Espalier Trees may be much more easily 
cleaned of vermin. 

Espalier (espaedfoi), v. [f. prec. sb.] trans. 
a. To train as an espalier, b. To furnish or 
surround with an espalier. 

x8xo Bp. Copleston Refil. to Edin. Rev. in Mem. 1 1851) 
329 We want not men who are clipped and espaliered into 
any form which the whim of the gardener may dictate. 
1846 in Worcester ; and in mod Diets. 

Hence Espaliered///. a., E spaliering vbl.sb. 
1856 Ruskin Mod. Paint. IV. v. xi. § 9 Latticed and es- 
paliered cottages. 1865 Miss Braddon Doctors Wife iii, 
There were roses and sweet-brier, espaliered apples. 1882 
Jml. Derby sh. Archxol. Soc. IV. 154 He appears to be 
engaged in that form of training trees called espaliering. 

t Espamolize. V- Obs. rare. [f. Sp. espaftol 
Spanish + -ize ; cf. Fr. espagnoliser. ] trans. To 
make Spanish ; to naturalize in Spain. 

1630 Wadsworth Sp. Pilgr. 1 The life of the English 


Espanoliz’d trauailer. 1658 Osborn fas. / (1673) 477 Condo- 
mar and our Espanolized English took this last advantage. 
Esparagrass, obs. corruption of Asparagus. 
17x1 Life <5* Char. R. Thornhill 6 To suck two or three 
Esparagrass’s. 

t Espa*rcet. Obs. [a. F. esparcet, esparcetle ; 
cf. Sp. esparceta.\ (See quot.) 

1669 Worlidge Sysi. Agric, (1681'' 37 Esparcet is a kind 
of St. Foyn, and by some judged to be the same. So 1708 
Mortimer Hush. (ed. 2) I. 36. 2736-1800 in Bailey ; and 

in mod. Diets. 

+ Esparse, v- Obs. [ad. OF. esparse-r , f. es- 
pars (mod.F. /pars') -L. spars-us, pa. pple. of 
spargere to scatter.] trans. To scatter. 

1625 Lisle Du Bartas, Noe x8i Into th’ esparsed pipes 
o’ th’ Sommier thorow bored. 

Esparto (espauto). Also 6, 8 sparto. [a. Sp. 
esparto L. spar Him, ad. Gr. enraprov a rope made 
of tnrapros, either the same plant or Spanish 
Broom ( Spartium jimceum ).] A kind of rush 
(. Macrochloa or Stipa tenacissimah , called by some 
Spanish grass, imported from Spain and the north 
coast of Africa, for manufacture into paper. In 
ancient times it was, and in Spain is still, made 
into cordage, shoes, and other articles. Also 
called esparto grass. 

[1591 Percivall Sp. Diet., Esparto . . a kinde of tree 
whereof they make frailes. 1779 H. Swinburne Trav. 
Spain 6 Making ropes, baskets, and shoes, of a small rush 
or reed called esparto.] 18S8 Q. Rev. No. 248. 356 Printed 
upon paper made from esparto alone. _ 1883 Pall Mall G. 
11 Sept. 9/1 .At Lloyd's paper mills, Sittingbourne, the . . 
cover of a boiler used for boiling esparto and straw blew off. 

attrib. 2791 J. Townsend Journ. Spain III. 130 The es- 
parto rush makes good mats for houses. 1878 Hooker & 
Ball Marocco 335 Large bales of esparto grass . . from the 
adjoining province of Haba. 3888 Pall Mall G. 27 Oct. 9/1 
An esparto boiler burst in the North of Ireland Paper Mills. 

Espathate (fsptf'i Jwt), a. Bot. [f. E- preff+- 
L. spat ha Spathe + -ate 2 .] Not having a spathe 
(1866 Treas . Bot.). 

t Espaut. Obs. rare— 1 , [ad. F. espeautre (now 
epeautre) L. spelta Spelt.] Millet or spelt. 

a 1682 Sir T. Browne Tracis (1684) 22 For Milium is 
more agreeable unto Spelta or Espaut [than unto Rye], as 
the Dutch and ot hers still render it. 

t Espe ccion. Obs. rare- 1 , [as if a. OF. 
*especcion , repr. L. spectidnem looking, f. specere to 
look.] Looking, beholding. 

14. . Epiph . in Tundale's Vis. (1843] 2x2 And ever the 
more they loked besyly The more thei lyked in especcyon. 

t Espe ce. Obs. See also Espice. [a. Fr. es- 
pece , corresp. to Pr. e'specia. It. specie:— L. species . 

In OF. the normal phonetic representative of L. species 
was espice (mod. epic e Spice) ; the form espece (mod. espice) 
is influenced by Lat., Pr. or It.] 

Kind, species. 

1602 Segar Hon. Mil. <$• Civ. 1. xxv. 32 The Romanes 
vsed diuers Especes . . of Gassing. 1659 Macallo Can. 
Physick ii. 3 It rests to find out the Espece or kind of the 
disease. 

t Especial, sb. [Corruption of espial \ due to 
the influence of L. specere to look, or possibly to 
confusion with next ] = Espial i and 2 a. 

a 1500 ChauceVs Friar's T. 23 [ MS. Petworth especiale, 
MSS. Corpus , Lansd. especiaile; other MSS. have the 
correct reading espiaille]. 1548 Hall Ckron. (1809) 283 
His especials and Explorators declared and accompted to 
hym that all the Realme was up. 1555 Eden Decades 
W. Ind. 11. 11, (Arb.) 112 One of their coompanye standynge 
vppon the toppe of a hyghe rocke of especiall . . beganne to 
crye Lynnyn sayles. 

Especial (espe'Jal), a. Forms; 4 especiale, 
4-7 -all(e, 5-6 especyal(l, (5 asspeciall, 5-6 
asp-, espesyal(l, 6 esspecial, 6-7 aspeeiall, 7 
especil, -shal, -tial(l), 4- especial, [a. OF. 
especial (mod.F. special \ assimilated to the L. 
form), ad. L. specialis (see Special) belonging to 
or concerned with a particular species, special as 
opposed to general (in med.L. current in legal 
and philosophical use), f. species Species. Cf. 
Pr., Sp. especial, It. speziale. (Lat. words with 
initial sp, st, sc, adopted into Fr. before 15th c. 
usually assumed a euphonic e.) 

In OF. the word had developed the secondary sense ‘pre- 
eminent, important ’ (for the transition cf, particular). In 
Eng. the two forms especial and special differ materially in 
use; the latter (owing perh. to its closer relation to the 
L. etymon (is preferred in applications arising proximately 
from the primary sense, while the former is chiefly confined 
to the derivative sense. The distinction is still more marked 
in the advs. especially, specially.] 

1 . In senses now commonly expressed by Special. 

a. Special as opposed to general {arch.') ; also 
in Law f especial pleading \ especial tail. + b. 
Particular, individual, ‘specific’ (obs.). +c. Pro- 
vided for a particular purpose (obs.). 

c 1400 Rom. Rose 6717 Lo heere the caas especial. 1574 
tr. Littleton’s Tenures 103 b, By especial pleading he may 
be barred of the action that he sueth. 1604 Shaks. Oth. iv. 
ii. 225 There is especiall Commission come from Venice. 
1614 Markham Cheap Husb. 1. xi. (1668) 49 Spoyling an 
especial member by some strange contraction. 2628 Coke 
On Lift. 26 In this case the husband hath an estate in 
especiall taile. _ 1754 Richardson Grandison (1781) I. xxvi. 
189, I shall dispatch what I shall farther write. > by an 


especial messenger. 2824 Byron. Juan xv. xxv, And ren- 
d’ring general that which is especial. 

2. Pre-eminent, exceptionally distinguished. For- 
merly often in phrase (my) especial friend (cf. 3 ). 
Now chiefly of feelings, qualities, or attributes; 
Exceptional in degree. (Obs in predicative use.). 

In examples of 2 and 3 special may commonly be substi- 
tuted with little change of meaning. 

c 1386 Chaucer Melibeus t 200 First schul ye clepe to 
youre counseil a fewe of youre frendes that ben especial, 
2494 Fabyan ii. xxx. 22 He had hym in sborte whyle in es- 
peciall fauoure. 1594 Hooker Eccl. Pol. 1. x. 11 61 1) 29 
Causeth them to haue especiall respect in making lawes, 
1603 Knollfs Hist. Turks Ep, Ded., My most especiall 
good friend Sir Peter Hamond Knight of the Bath, c 1630 
Risdon Surv. Devon § 28 (1810) 34 It is one of the especial- 
est fisher towns of this shire. 1841 Lane Arab. Nts. I. 95 
And among my books is one of most especial value. x8oo 
Tyndall Glac. 11. xxviii. 397 One fact of especial importance 
is to be borne in mind. 

8 . Belonging pre-eminently to a particular person 
or thing ; pertaining chiefly to one particular case. 

1855 Milman Lat, Chr. (18641 II. in. vii. 152 Every pas- 
sion, every vice had its especial demon. x868 M. Patti- 
son (title , Suggestions on Academical Organization, with 
especial reference to Oxford. 1875 Jowett Plato (ed. 2 ; I. 
233, I must repeat one thing.. for your especial benefit. 

4 In especial , also rarely by especial : in par- 
ticular; especially ; particularly. Obs. ex c. arch. 
(Occas. written as one word ; cf, Inespecially.) 

CX390 Chaucer Truth 25 And in especial Drawe unto 
hym and pray , in general, c 1430 Pilgr. Lyf Manhode 1. 
xxi. (1869 ) 15 |>iike he wolde bi especial weren ministres and 
serueres to him. 24.. Pol. R el. # L. Poems (1866^49 At 
thys parlament most in Asspeciall. 2475 Bk. Noblesse 20 
In divers regions, and inespecialle in Fraunce and Nor- 
mandie. 2477 Earl Rivers Dictes (Caxton 74 a, He wold 
haue reserued them inespeciall in his sayd dictes. 1540 
Coverdale Old Faith Wks. (Parker Soc.) I. iii. 21 , 1 will 
now speak of every word in especial. 1828 Scott F. M. 
Perth xxix, His word, which he addressed to me in es- 
pecial.. i860 J. Kennedy Swallow B. 14 In especial, I had 
fallen into some unseemly prejudices. 1881 S. Colvin Life 
Landor 187 Whether it was of these four dramas and of 
Count Julian in especial, or of all Landor’s dramatic., 
writings together, that, etc. 

*t* 5. quasi- sb. An especial point, a ( particular \ 

1633 D. Rogers Treat. Sacram. 1. 373 In this conceive 
these sixe especialls. .breefely. 1. The excellencie of the gift 
. .6. The manner of exhibiting. 

T 6. quasi-tfi/2/. 

2592 F. Sparry tr. Cat tan's Geomancie 123 It is especiall 
good to goe to dwell with great Princes and Lordes. 

t Espe ciality. Obs. [f. prec, + -ity.] An 
especial point or detail. 

c 2460 Fortescue Abs. <$• Lim. Mon. (17x4) 52 Noble and 
grete Costs . . of which it is not now possible to the Writer 
herof, for to remember the Especialities. 

Especially (espe-jali), adv. [f. as prec. + -LY 2 .] 
In an especial manner; principally, chiefly. Also 
in phr. ■f in especially (see also In especially). In 
later use also with adjs. : In an especial degree. 

la 2400 Chester Pl. (1843) 1. 205 Sybbell,! praye thee especi- 
allye, etc. 1509 Hawes Past. Pleas, v. iii, Evander. -dyd 
well abounde In many vertues, especially in lernyng. 1557 
North tr. Guevara’s Diall. Pr. 92 a/i The women, 
& in especially greate ladies, know not, etc. 2582 Mar- 
beck Bk. of Notes 685 And then the Priest prayed in 
generall for all estates and degrees, and for increase of grace, 
and in especially if neede required. 1640 in Hamilton 
Papers (Camden Soc.) App. 259 Hereof he was espetially 
advertised by the Hammdtons. 2677 Johnson in Ray's 
Corr. (1847) I2 7 Great shoals of salmon . . often take in at 
the mouths of our rivers, especially if the north bar be 
open. 2747 Wesley Print. Physic (1762) 30 It sometimes 
cures an Ague especially in Children. 2834 Newman Par. 
Serm. (1837) I. iv. 61 Unless they are especially watchful. 
2863 Lyell Antiq. Man 9 Around the borders of the bogs 
..lie trunks of trees, especially of the Scotch fir. 2875 
Jowett Plato (ed. 2) IV. 130 XW0 points in his criticism 
are especially deserving of notice. 

Especialness (espe-jalnes). [f. as prec. + 
-ness.] The state of being especial. 

2612 W. Loe BLisse Brightest Beautie (1614) 25 (R.) Your 
precious diamond in especialness. 1828 m Webster. 2846 
m Worcester ; and in mod. Diets, 
t E specialty. Obs. [ad. OF. <? specialty AF. 
especiaultS (in especiaulte d'escrit special mention 
in writing ; cf. sense 2), f. especial ; see Especial.] 

1. An especial degree (of anything). 

2606 J. King 4 th Serm. Hampt. Crt. 41 In time of perse- 
cution the especially and difference of honour might bee 
allotted to such men. 

2. Law. A contract by deed; *= Specialty. 

2576 Lambarde tr. Customal in Peramb. Kent 426 The 
chartre of the King of this especialtie is in y- custodie of 
Sir Jhon of Norwood. 1588 J. Mellis Brief Instr. Fvj, 
Your especialties, as are bilies of hande. 2602 Fulbecke send 
Pi. Par all. 65 It is an inconueniencein reason, that an 
especialtie sealed and solempnlie deliuered, should be 
auoyded by the bare agreement of the parties. 2642 Termes 
de la Ley 239 It behooveth to him that bringeth the Writ 
to shew forth an Especial ty. 

Espede, var. of Expede v. Obs. to dispatch, 

2558 Sc. Acts Mary (1814) 507/1 All signatouris, letteris of 
gift, and all vthiris letteris ellis esped. 

t Esperre, esporre. Obs. Also 4 espeir, 
espeyre, 5 espaire, espoyr 4 aphet. speire. [a. 
OF. espeire fern., espeir masc., mod.F. espoir, f. 
esperer to hope. Cf. Pg. esper masc., Sp. espera 
fem.] Hope, expectation. 


ESPELERS. 

*393 Gower Conf I. 2ir To putten Rome In full espeire 
J>. r. espeyre]. Ibid. III. 33 And as the plover doth of aire, 
I "live and am in good espeire. c 1400 St. Alexius (Laud 
622) 1030T0 J>£ comyng was al myspeire, To haue ymade of 
free myne eire. C1400 Test. Love 11 (1560) 287/1 The good 
were weived and put out of espoire of the knot, c 1450 
Castle Hd. Life of St. Cutkbert (Surtees) 2671 And asked 
him with gude yspaire. 1475 Caxton Jason 7 b, The founde- 
ment upon whiche my total espoyr and hope resteth. 

f E'Spelers, sb. pi. Obs. Snags or dentela- 
tions on the hinder edge of the palm or broad 
upper part of a buck’s horn ; = Spilljbr, 
i486 Bk. St. Adam E iiij, He most haue. . xxiiij espelers 
and then ye may hym call, .a grate Bucke. 16921733 in 
Coles. 1715 Kersey, Espelers , the third Branch of the 
Harts Horn. 

t E'Sperance. Obs. Also 5-6 esperaunce, 
6 espirance. [a. F. esperance = Pr. esperansa , 
Sp. esperansa, It. speranza late L. % sperantia, f. 
sperdre to hope.] Expectation, hope. 

C1430 Pilgr . Lyf Mankode i. civ. (1869) 56 pe burdoun 
hatteth esperaunce. 1474 Caxton Ckesse 51 Made hym to 
sitte besyde hym for to geue hym good esperaunce. a 2308 
Henryson Gamut Good Ladies viii, in Gilfillan Spec . Brit. 
Poets (1861) I. 58 Her sleeves should be of esperance To 
keep her from despair. 1352 Lyndesay Monarche iv. 3632 
On the left hand of that gret luge, But espirance to gett 
refuge. 1605 Shaics, Lear iv, i. 4 The lowest and most de- 
lected thing of Fortune, Stands still in esperance. 0*1631 
Calderwood Hist. Kirk (1842-6) III. 9 la assured hope 
and esperance to recover his oun rOwme. 

b. Used as a watchword or battle-cry. 

1596 Shaks. i Hen. IV, v. ii. 97 Now Esperance Percy, 
and set on, 1649 G. Daniel Triuarch ., Hen. IV, ccc, 
Esperance 1 Noe, the word is; face about. 

fE*sperate. Obs. [? ; cf. Esparcet.] 

1626 A. Speed Adam out of E. v. (1659) 38 The Country 
where Esperate or Clovergrass is most in use at this day is 
Haphine towards the quarter of Day. 

t JSsperduct. Obs. [altered form (after Latin) 
of OF. esperdtiite fern.:— L. *experducta, fem. of 
experdudus , pa. pple. of experducere, f. ex out +• 
per through + due ere to lead.] A portion of steel 
drawn out to a certain length ;- a rod. 

> 1866 Rogers Agric. 4* Prices I. xix. 472 Steel [in 13th c.] 
is generally sold by the garb or sheaf, containing thirty 
esperducts or gads. 

t Esperite. Obs. [a, OF. esperite (mod.F. 
esprit) ; see Esprit, Esprite.] = Spirit. 

T473 Caxton Jason 94 b, Your esperite is trauailled with 
newe fantasies. 1481 — Myrr. 11. xxiv. 117 Of this Ayer 
the euyl esperites take their habyte and their bodyes. 

t Bsperoxu Fortif, Obs. [a. OF. esperon (mod. 
F. eperon) in same sense (lit. ‘spur’).] A work 
projecting beyond the line of the ramparts; a 
Spur. 

1598 _Ive Fortif. 2i The wall and it esperons or counter- 
feit being laid out, begin to raise of the same. 

Esperver, var. Sparver Obs. sparrow-hawk. 
Espial (esparal). Forms: 4 espi-, espyaile, 
-lie, (expyayle), 4-7 espxall(e, 6-7 espyal(l, 5- 
©spial. [a. OF. espiaille the action of spying 
(concr. in pi. ‘ spies ’), f. espier, mod.F. Spier : see 
Espy v .] 

1 . The action of espying or spying. 

a. The acting as a spy ; the action of keeping 
watch; observation. Also attrib. 

c 1386 Chaucer MeliSeus r 353 Thanne schal ye evermore 
counterwayte embusshementz andalle espiaille. 1393 Gower 
Conf. III. 56 For espiall and mistrowinges They dide 
thanne suche thinges, That every man might other knowe. 
1477 Earl Fivers (Caxton] Hides xxa, Be ware well that 
thou be not supprised by thin ennemyes, for lakke of wache 
and good espial. 1552 Huloet, Espiall place, or corner to 
spye out of. , 1612-15 Bp. Hall Contempl. O. T. xix. ix, 
There are spies upon him, whose espials have moved their 
anger. 1848 Dickens Dombey 256 The Captain , . cut a 
small hole of espial in the wall. 1876 Miss Braddon J. 
Haggard's Dau. I. 73 A little room next the hall-door, a 
closet of espial. . 

fb. Detection, discovery. Obs. 
a 1557 G. Cavendish Life Wolsey (T.), After the espial of 
this boy my lord revealed the same unto the Council. 

C. The action of espying or catching sight of 
anything ; the fact of being espied. 

1580 Babington Exp. Lord's Prayer (*$96) 212 A true 
espiall of sanctification of life in ourselues. 1683 tr. Erasm. 
Moriat Enc. 24 They are as Eagle-sighted as may be in 
the espial of others faults. 1814 Byron Corsair 1. xvii, 
Conrad’s prow pass’d by, Screen’d from espial by the jutting 
cape. 1830 Hood Haunted House 1. ix, Roses with thistles 
struggled for espial. 

f 2 . concr. A body of spies ; hence (chiefly in pli) 
a spy, scout. Obs. 

c 1386 Chaucer Friar* s T. 23 Ful prively he had his es- 
piaile. 1531 Elyot Gov. iii. vt, Dauid by an espiall knew© 
that they were all faste on slepe. a 1572 Knox Hist. Ref. 
Wks. 1846 I. 452 The Qnene had amangis us her assured 
espiallis. 1577-87 Holinshed Chron. 1 . 174/2 His [Harold’s] 
vnskilfull espials tooke the Normans for priests. 1649 
J er. Taylor Gi. Exenip, v. § 31 Our Judge stands as an 
espial and a watch over our actions. 1633 Holcroft 
Procopius ii. 51 The espialls returning assured him, there 
would bee no invasion. 

transf. 1607 Topsell Serpents (1608) 644 Bees . . when 
the^ flowers are spent neer their lodgings, send out their 
espials to look for more in places further distant. 

f £sprce. Obs. [a. OF. espice (mod.F. Spice 
in sense 2) L. species : sde Species, Spice.] 


2SG 

1 . A species, kihd. In I4-I5th c. also Spicb. 

C1386 Chaucer Parson's T. r 374 The especes [v.r. 

espices] that Sou rdeii of pride. 1502 Ord. C ryst cn M en ( W . 
de W. 1506) iv. vi. iSt The maners and dyuers espyces, the 
whiche may be in one self synne. 

2 . An aromatic drug ; now Spice. 

1483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 112/4 Yf all the espyces of the 
world had ben stamped to gydreit shold not haue smellyd 
so well. 

{[ Espiegle (gsp^gl), [F. espibg/e, ? corrup- 
tion oi Ger. Euienspiegel, the name ot a personage 
of fiction, renowned for his practical jokes.] Fro- 
licsome, sprightly, roguish. 

1816 Scott Old Mod. xxxvii, Features, originally sly and 
espiegle in expression. 1819 Byron Juan xvi. Ixv, Her 
black, bright, downcast, yet espiegle eye Had gather'd a 
large tear into its corner. 

II Espi&glerie (gsp/ggbrz). [F. espibglerie , f. 
espiegle.] Frolicsomeness, roguishness. 

1816 Scott A ntiq. vi, A pretty young woman . . with an 
air of espieglerie which became her very well. 1852 Smed- 
le y L. Arundel xxxviii, Which act of un-A’^tg/A^-woman- 
like espieglerie must be set down to the score of a foreign 
education. 

Espier (esparaiV Forms : 4 aspier, 4-5 espi-, 
espy our, 6- espier. [f. Espy v . + -erLJ One 
who espies or spies out ; t a spy. 

1382 Wyclif f-lebr . xi. 31 She [Raab] takynge, or recey- 
uynge, the aspiers with pees. C1430 Pilgr. Lyf Mankode 
11. xii. (1869) 79 A cherl, shrewede, prowd, and daungerous. . 
hath maad him an espyour of weyes. 1387 J. Haumar tr. 
Beza's Serin. 175 (T.) Ye crafty espiers of the necessity of 
your poor brethren, i860 Pusey Min • Propk. 58 Ephraim . . 
would himself be a seer, an espier of future events. 1886 
Burton Arab. A’fo./abr.ed.) I. 146 Not an inhabited house 
appeared to the espier. 

Espiery (espsi'eri). rare. [f. prec, + -Y.] The 
action or habit of espying. Const, of. 

1845 R. W. Hamilton Pop. Ednc . ix. (ed. 2) 224 The 
espiery of the letter’s confidence at home. 

t EspiueT. Obs. [ad. F. espinellc (Cotgr.), 
later spinelle ] A kind of ruby ; = Spinel. 

1395-6 Burel in Watson Colled. 11. nfjam.) The Espinell, 
a precious stane. 1677 Sir T. Herbert Trav. (ed. 4) 359 
Here [at Pegu] is store of Gold, Silver ... Espinels, and 
Cats-eyes. 

t Espine*tte. Obs. [a. OF. espinete (mod.F. 
Spinette).} — Spinet. 

1668 Pepys Diary 15 July, At noon is brought home the 
espinette I bought the other day of Haward. 

Espionage (e’spioned^). Also espionnage. 
[ad. F. espionnage, f. espionner , f. espion spy : see 
Espioun.] The practice of playing the spy, or of 
employing spies. 

1793 Ld. Auckland Corr. (i86r) II. 500 Military prepara- 
tions, espionages , consultations, conferences, etc. 1823 
Bentham Ration. Rew. 100 To the word espionage a 
stigma is attached. 1836 Froude Hist. Eng. (1&5S) 1 . iv. 
368 The system of espionage with which they [the ecclesi- 
astical courts] had saturated English society. 1870 Deutsch 
Lit, Rem. (1874) 2S3 The Dominicans . . were especially 
singled out for the function of holy espionage. 

t Espiot. Obs. rare~ l . In 5 espyotte. [a. 
OF. espiot, ? a. Pr. espiaut Spit.] A spear. 

1490 Caxton Eneydos l (1890) 143 Eneas . . launched at 
hym his grete espyotte or spere. 

t Espi’Oiin. Obs . [a. F. espion, prob. ad. It 
spione, of Tent origin : cf. OHG. spehan to look 
out.] A spy, scout. 

1636 E. Dacres tr. Machiave? s Disc. Livy in. x. 502 And 
then keepe good espiouns, so that if hee chance to bend to- 
wards thee, thou maist avoyd him at leysure. 

fEspionress. Obs. [ Lespiour (see Espier) 
+ -ESS. J A female espier. 

C1430 Pilgr. Lyf Mankode n. cli. (1869) 136 Bi hire j am 
deliuered to these old theeues, espyowresses of pilgrimes. 

Espire, obs. var. of Expire. 

1483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 131/2 He espyred and deyed in 
grete payne. 

Espire. ? Mistake for enspire = Inspire. 

C1430 Lydg. Min . Poems (Percy Soc.) 62 Whan [= whom 
(sc. the Virgin Mary.i] the boligost, with his swete brethe, 
Gan to espiren as for his chosen place. 

t E spiritual, a. Obs. In 4-5 espiritu- 
el(l, 5 -alle. [a. OF. es pirituel (mod.F. spiri- 
tual) L. sptriittdl-em.] - Spiritual ' in various 
senses. : , 

c 1386 Chaucf.r Parson's T.r 79 Manye been the weyes 
espirituels that leden folk to oure Lord Ihesu Crist, c 1400 
— Rom. Rose 650 _ So faiire it was, that tmsteth well, It 
semed a place espirituell. Ibid. 672 As angels doon espi- 
rituell. _ 1477 Earl Rivers (Caxton) Dictes 71 b, He that 
multiplieth his temporall goodes dyminueth his espiritualles 
{printed espfialles]. 

Esplanade (esplan^i-d). Also 7 aphei. spla- 
nade. [a. F. esplanade , ad. Sp. esplanada (corresp. 
to It. spianata), f. esplanar L. explanare to level, 
f. ex out + - planus level. Plain.] 

1 . Fortif. a. The glacis of the counterscarp, or 
the sloping of the parapet of the covered way 
toward the country. 

1696 in Phillips. 1753 H. T. Croker Orlando Fur . 
xiv. cxxix. The Pagan forces , . by ladders different essay’d 
Upon the second esplanade to creep. 181 s Wellington in 
Gurw. Disp. VII. 331 There was a heavy fire of musketry 
on the Esplanade : so that the enemy are not in the covered 
way. 

b. 4 An open, level space of ground, separating 


ESPOUSAL. 

the citadel of a fortress from the town * (Stocqueler 

Mil. Encycl . ). 

1708 Kersey, Esplanade , . is now chiefly taken for the 
void Space between the Glacis of a Citadel, and the first 
Houses of a Town. 1736 in Bailey. 1763 Scrafton ludo. 
stan iii. (1770) 72 The fort was a regular square, .no glads • 
and but a small esplanade of about two hundred and fifty 
yards. 1824 Scott St. Ronan's xvii, The esplanade in the 
front of the old castle. 1835 Motley Dutch Rep. 1861.) II. 
455 Throwing up a breastwork . . upon the esplanade, be- 
tween the citadel and the town. 

transf 18x7 M. Keatinge France Sp. to Mor i. 166 
[Spain] to be effectually defended on this side, the state 
must always be prepared to evacuate and make an esplanade 
of her territory, to the Sierra Morena; which thus would be 
the line of defence to her capital, Seville. 

2 . A levelled piece of ground; often, such a 
space intended to serve as a public promenade. 

1682 Wheler Journ. Greece 1. 31 A large place, which 
they call the Splanade. 1726 Cavallier Mem. 1. 96 A fine 
Walk, call’d the Esplanade, without the Town. 1788 Genii. 
Mag. LVIII. 1. 69/2 An esplanade. .on which.. the founda- 
tions of a regular street were laid. 1805 G. Rose Diaries 
(x86o) II. 199, I went on the esplanade [at Weymouth] 
early in the morning. 1823 Heber Narr.of a Journey 
(1828) I. 28 Behind the [Calcutta] esplanade, however, are 
only Tank-square, and some other streets occupied by Euro- 
peans. 1831 Carlyle .Sari, Res. (1858) 12 The Palace 
esplanade, where music plays while Serene Highness is 
pleased to eat his victuals. 1863 Kinglake Crimea (1876) 

I. xiv. 296 The Esplanade of the Invalides. 

b. transf. A level open space. 

x68x Blount Glossogr. , Esplanade, a plain open ground. 
1702 W. J. tr. Bruyns Voy. Levant v. 13 Upon the mountain 
we met with an Esplanade of a considerable Bigness. 1768 
Sterne Sent. Journ., The Dwarf, At the end of the or- 
chestra, and betwixt that and the first side-box, there Is a 
small esplanade left. 1823 Scott Quentin D. iii, An open 
esplanade, devoid of trees. 1868 Milman St. Pauls i. 2 No 
eminence . . could compare with the spacious esplanade on 
which St. Paul’s stands. 

c. 4 In modern gardening, a grass plot* (T.). 

x8i8 in Todd. 1828 in Webster ; and in mod. Diets. 

Esplees (esplf *z), sb.pl. Law. [ad. AF. esplez, 

espletz, pi. of OF. esplet, espleit , esploit revenue L. 
explicitum, neut. pa. pple. of explicate to unfold, 
in vulg. Lat. to develop, extract, accomplish. Cf. 
Exploit, which is ultimately the same word.] 
The products which ground or land yield ; as the 
hay of meadows, herbage of pasture, corn of arable, 
rents, services, etc. ; also, the lands, etc. them- 
selves. (Wharton.) 

1598 Kitchin Courts Leet (1673) 252 It behoveth to lay 
the Esplees in his court. 16x3 Sir H. Finch Law (1636) 
357 The_ demandant must alledge the taking of the profits, 
we call it esplees, in the declaration. 1865 Nichols Britton 

II. 135 Inasmuch as he never took esplees in full seisin 
before the death of the grantor. 

Espleit(e, esploit (e, obs. ff. of Exploit. 

Espoire, var. of Espkir, Obs., hope. 

t Espo’Htooaa* Obs. [ad. Fr. esponton (cf. 
Sp. esponton), ad. It. spuntone\ Spontoon.] A 
half pike carried by an infantry officer ; * Spon- 
toon. 

1772 Simes Mil. Guide , s.v. 18x5 Southey in Q. Rev. XII. 
339 Capt. Lewis slipped and . . recovered himself by means 
of his espontoon. 1838 Sparks Biog. W. Eaton Ii. IX. 173 
Was met in his advance by the other, with his espontoon. 

+ Espoirsage. Obs . Also 6 esposage. See 
Spousage. [a. OF. esposage , espousage , f. esposer, 
espomer to Espouse.] a. The action of espousing 
or betrothing, b. The condition of being espoused 
or married, spousehood, wedlock. 

1549 Latimer 1st Serm. bef. Edw. VI. (Arb.) 34 To ... 
leade hys life in pure and chaste esposage. 1599 R. Green- 
ham Wks. 288 There was a solemn© promise to bee made 
of the parties that should be maried before they were to be 
ioyned in manage, and that was called their espousage. . 

Espousal (espau-zal), sb. {a.) Forms : 4-5 
espousaile, 5-7 espousal, -elle, (5 espoisalle, 
espousayl(l)e), 6-7 espousall, 6- espousal. 
Also Spousal, [a. OF. espousailles (mod.F . Ipou- 
saillef , corresp. to Pr. esposalhas, Cat. esposallas, 
OSp. esponsalias L. sponsalia, neut. pi. of spon- 
^AV aclj., f. sponsus : see Espouse zl] 

1 . In plural, formerly also in sing. The formal 
* plighting of troth * between a man and a woman ; 
the whole of the ceremonies constituting or accom- 
panying this. a. T he celebration of a m arriage ; 
nuptials, a wedding, b. The celebration of a be- 
trothal. 

Now merely literary and somewhat archaic. 1 1 seems prob- 
able that the sense ‘ marriage’ was the original one in Eng., 
and that the sense ‘ betrothal’ arose at a late date through 
the influence of L. sponsus and its derivatives, especially as 
used in Canon Law. 

a. [c 1330 R. Brunne Chron. (xSxo] 308 pe courte of Rome 
had ordeynd pat spousal© . 1382 Wyclif Gen. xxix. 26 It 
is not of custom in oure place, that the lesse bifore we taken 
to sposeylsj 148$ Caxton Chas. Gt. i. 1. iii. 15 The fyrst 
nygnt after the espousaylles . . Clotyldis . . said to the kyng. 
1523 Act 14 15 Hen. VIII, c. 8 Euery of them so maryed 

maye haue . . their said office . . as they did . . before the 
sayd espouselles. 1641 Terntes de la Ley. 39 Though it 
[the childe] were borne but one day after the espousels so- 
lemnized. X&43 Milton Divorce x. (1851) 48 His naming 
of a meet or like help in the first espousall instituted. 1719 
Young Revenge 1. i, Is not the day then fix'd for your 
espousals? 1848 Macaulay Hist. Eng. I. 251 The multi- 
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tude . . drank in eagerly the tale of the secret espousals and i 
the black box. 

b. 1637 Hrywood Dial. 311 My espousals remaine in ! 
my Fathers power, and not mine, c 1645 Howell Lett. 1. in. 
xxvi. '.1655I I. 146 In the interim the Earl was commanded 
not to deliver the aforesaid Proxy of the Prince for the despon- 
sorios or espousal! untill Christmas. 1726 Ayliffe Parerg. 
246, I shall here, .define Espousals to be a mutual Promise 
of a future Marriage. 1828 Scott F. M. Perth ix, After 
the espousals of the Duke of Rothsay with the Earl of 
March’s daughter, Douglas entered the lists to break off 
the contract. 1846 Maskell Mon Pit. I. p. ccxxii, Lynd- 
wood tells us the distinction which there is between es- 
pousals and matrimony. ‘ Sunt etiam Sponsalia repromissio 
futurarum nuptiarum,’ etc. 

C. Jig. esp. in spiritual sense, of the f marriage , 
of the soul or the church to God or Christ. 

[1450-1530 Myrr. our Ladye 138 The spousayle that ys 
betweene cure Lorde Iesu Cryste and holy chyrche.] ^1450 
Knt. de la. Tour cix. (1868) 147 Where as was made the 
espoisalle, and the alyaunce, and knyttynge of the godhede 
vnto the manhode. 1611 Bible Jer. ii. 2. 1738 Wesley 
Hymn, ‘ Jesus, Thou everlasting King’ ii, Let every Act of 
Worship be Like our Espousals, Lord, to Thee. 1849 Ro- 
bertson Serm. Ser. 1, iii. i866> 44 In the first espousals of 
the soul. 1850 Mrs. Jameson Leg. Mon. Ord . Introd. (1863) 
22 To solemnise the espousals of sanctity and poverty. 1855 
J. H. Newman Callista xix, We have possession of Him 
[Christ]. It is an espousal for eternity. 

1 2. In phrases To break one s espousal's ( = f e to 
break spouse ’), to hold espousal, to violate, be 
faithful to, the marriage vow. Also [sing, and//.), 
the married state. Obs. 

[1303 R. Brunne Handl. Synne 1621 Grete mede he getyf> 

. . ]?at wele wil holde his spousayle. c 1340 Cursor M. 7849 
(Trin.) Isaac his son in spousaile was.] 1393 Gower Con/. 
II. 322 [He] had his espousaile broke. 1545 Udall Erasm. 
Par. (1548; Pref. 15 b, Estate and dignitie of espousall and 
manage. 1549 Latimer i st Serm. be/. Edw. VI. (Arb.) 36 
He [iCing Lewis] had rather besycke euen vnto death then 
he wold breake his espousals. 1574 tr. LittletorCs Tenures 
8 b, The thirde parte of the tenementes, which were her 
husbandes duringe the espousels. 

3. [With sense as if f. the vb. ; cf. arrival , with- 
drawal, etc.] In sing. only. The action of es- 
pousing. Const, of. a. lit. In mod. Diets. 

Tb. Jig. [cf. Espouse v. 4 ] The * espousing * a 
cause, a principle, etc. ; t the taking up the de- 
fence (of a person). Now somewhat rare. 

1674 Ch. 4- Court 0/ Pome 34 The espousal and owning of 
this bloody Fact, after its execution. 1681 in Select. Hart. 
Misc. (1793)466 They reckoned they had wrought him to 
such an espousal of his brother, etc. 1683 Addr. Jr. Car- 
marthen in Loud. Gaz. No. 1856/5 The Fanaticks pious pre- 
tences in the espousals and pursuits of the most Barbarous 
Villanies. a 1716 South Serm. VIII. vii. (R.), The scene. . 
is properly private revenge, not a zealous espousal of the pub- 
lick injuries, a 1797 H. Walpole (T.), Political reasons 
forbid the open espousal of his cause. 

4. concr. An espoused parson, a husband or wife. 

c 1470 Harding Chron. Proem xiii, To his espousaile, 

The dukes doughter of Melayn. 1611 Speed Hist. Gt. 
Brit. ix. xxi. § 67, I neither will nor intend to consent, .vnto 
the said Lady Katherine as my espousall and wife. 1620 
Shelton Quix. III. xxi. 146 Therefore, said Basilius, take 
me and I deliver myself as thy Espousal. 

5. attrib. 

1598 Yong Diana 392 We concluded that the espousall 
rites should bee solemnized in the citie of Lysbone. 1622 
Bacon Hen. VII, 80 Maximilians Ambassadour . . put his 
Legge . . betweene the Espousall Sheets. 1649 Bp, Hall 
Cases Consc. 348 A mutuall engagement of both parties that 
they will marry each other ; which is most properly an 
espousall-contract, 1877 W. Jones Finger-ring 107 The 
espousal-ring of King Hydaspes. 

8 . Used as adj . Ch Spousal a. 

1773 J. Ross Fratricide n. 716 To whom thus Eve.. 
Fraught with espousal tenderness replies. 

t E spoil’s©, sb. Obs. Also 5-6 espowse. See 
also Spouse sb. [a. OF. espos,espus, espous (mod.F. 
epoux) masc., espuse, espouse (mod. Spouse ) fem., 
corresp. to Pr. espos, Sp., Pg. esposo, It. sposo :—L. 
sponsus : see Espouse v.] 

1. a. A betrothed person of either sex ; also a 
newly-married person, a bride or bridegroom. 

c 1475 Partenay 954 The Erie the espouse courtoisly forth 
lad. c 1534 tr. Pol. Verg. Eng. Hist. 1 . 141 The good virgin, 
Alfreda, knowinge the deathe of her espowse . . convayed 
herselfe into a place named Crolande. 1594 R. Parsons 
Con/er. Success, l vi. 133 The hey re apparent (which be- 
fore was but espouse,) is made now the true king and hus- 
band of the commonwealth. 1603 Holland Plutarch's 
Mor. 464 Hee would not allow that the new married bride- 
grome should lie with his espouse, 
b. A husband or wife. 

1490 Caxton Eneydos xviii. (1800I 68 My true husbande 
& espouse. 1530 Palsgr. Ep. 4 Charles Brandon duke of 
Suffolke, her moost worthy espouse. 1642 W. Bird Mag. 
Honor in The King/s Espouse is a free person, exempted 
by the Common Law. 1654 tr. Sender/ s Curia Politise 153 
Immodest and vicious Messalina was the espouse and wife 
of dull and ignoble Claudius. 

2 . fig- 

1483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 92/2 Thou shalt haue me thyn 
espowse in the Royaume of heuen. <21555 Ridley in Foxe 
A. 4 * M. (1684) IIL 364 Christ, who is the most loving 
spouse of his espouse the Church. 

Espouse (espenrz), v. Also 7 expouse. See 
also* Spouse v. [a. OF. espouse-r (mod.F. Spouser), 
corresp. to Pr. espozar, Cat. esposar , It. sposare 
L. sponsdre, f. sponsus , pa. pple. of spondere to 
betroth. Cf. Spouse v.] 


f 1. trans. To contract or betroth {gen. a woman) 
to, f with another ; also simply. Usually said of 
the parents, or those standing in loco parentis , 
rarely of the bridegroom. Obs. 

2605 Camden Pew. (1637) 4*4 Two Lovers who being 
espoused, dyed both before they were married. sSxi Bible 
2 Sam. iii. 14 Deliuer mee my wife Michal, which I espoused 
to mee. — Luke I. 27 To a virgine espoused to a man 
whose name was Iosepn. a 1626 Bacon (J_. *, He had received 
him as a suppliant, .and espoused him with his kinswoman. 
T b. Jig. To pledge, commit, engage. Obs. 

1605 Bacon Adv. Learn, n. xxiiL § 6 1 'hose that will 
espouse us to many factions and quarrels. 1654 Whitlock 
Zootomia 225, I will . . look on all the changes of Common- 
wealths, .without espousing my reason so to any one, as, etc. 
Ibid. 253 To espouse our selves . . to one part of truth. 

2. To take (a person) as spouse ; to marry. Said 
chiefly of the man, occas. of the woman. Also of 
the father : To give in marriage to. 

1475 Caxton Jason 8 And this day Pyrithyon espoused 
the fayr Ypodame. 1511-12 Act 3 Hen. VIII, c. 18 Pream., 
Richarde . . whose dowghter & hey re the seid Syr John 
Rysley espoused & maryed. 1594 Shaks. Rich. Ill , iv. v. 
18 The Queene hath heartily consented He should espouse 
Elizabeth hir daughter. 1613 Purchas Pilgr. (1626) 201 
He which shall espouse a woman bringeth witnesses. 1643 
Perkins Pro/. Bk. v. § 439, 190 If a man assigne unto 
his wife when he espouses her, at the Church doore [etc.]. 
1725 Pope Odyss. 11. 130 If her (Penelope’s] sire approves, 
Let him espouse her to the Peer she loves. 1768 H. Wal- 
pole Hist. Doubts 40 Before Edward had espoused the lady 
Grey, he had been contracted to the lady Eleanor Butler. 
i860 Motley Netherl. (1868) I. ii. 55 The Duke of Savoy 
was himself to espouse the Infanta, 
b. transf. and Jig. 

1615 G. Sandys Trav. 2 On Ascension Day the Duke [of 
Venice] is towed thither (to the sea] in the Bucentoro .. 
where he solemnly espouseth the sea. a 1711 Ken Psyche 
Poet. Wks. 1721 IV. 256 Sweet Jesus to espouse your Spirit 
deigns. 1802 Wordsw. On Extinction Venei. Republic, 
And when she [Venice] took unto herself a mate, She must 
espouse the everlasting Sea. x86o Pusey Min. Propk. 8 
God . . Who now vouchsafes to espouse . . and unite with 
Himself . . our sinful souls. 

1 3. To unite in marriage. Const, to, also simply, 
lit. and Jig. Obs. 

i$93 Shaks. 2 Hen. VI, 1. s. 9 In presence of., twenty 
reyerend Bishops I . . was espous’d. — Lucr. 20 Kings 
might be espoused to more fame. 1599 — Hen. V, iv. vi. 26 
And so, espous’d to death, with blood, he seal’d A Testa- 
ment of Noble-ending-loue. 

J* b. absol. with reciprocal sense. 
a 1700 Dryden (J J, They soon espous’d ; for they with 
ease were join’d ; Who were before contracted in the mind. 

4. trans. To choose, attach oneself to (any ob- 
ject) ; to take to oneself, make one’s own (a cause, 
quarrel, etc.) ; to become a supporter of (a party) ; 
to adopt, embrace (a doctrine, opinion, theory, 
profession, mode of life). [So Fr. Spouser .] 

1622 Bacon Hen. VII ij.). In gratitude unto the duke of 
Bretagne .. he espoused that quarrel, and declared himself 
in aid of the duke. 1655 Gurnall Chr. in A rtn. xxix. § 5. 
(1669) 333/1 The Mariners needle espousing the North point 
rather than any other. 1667 Dryden Ess. Dram. Poetry 
in Arb. Gamer 111 . 531 Ana by that means, expouse the 
interest of neither. 1672 Cave Prim. Chr. 1, ii. (1673) 18 
You ought not .. to espouse barbarous and foreign Rites. 
17x1 Addison Sped . No. 1. ir 6, I never espoused any Party 
with Violence. 1759 Robertson Hist. Scot. I. w. 265 He 
espoused, for this reason, the cause of the Scottish queen. 
1782 Priestley Co?-ritpt. Chr. I. iii. 307 The protestants 
espoused .. the doctrine of Austin. 1789 T. Jefferson 
Writ . (1859 !!• 535 The Parliaments, .were led . .to espouse, 
for the first time, the rights of the nation. 1814 Wordsw. 
White Doe n. 208 Espouse thy doom at once, and cleave 
To fortitude without reprieve. 1825 hvTron Fatkland x 6 
[They] looked to my support in whatever political side they 
had espoused. 1854 Balfour Bot. 130 Many travellers have 
espoused the vertical theory of wood formation. 

Espoused (espatrzd), ppl. a. [f. prec. -f-EDk] 
In senses of the verb. Also quasi-jA 
x6it Bible Luke ii. 5 To be taxed with Mary his espoused 
wife. x66o Glanvill Vanity Dogmat. xiii. 120 The beloved 
Opinion being .. wedded to the Intellect; the case of our 
espoused self becomes our own. 1667 Milton P. JL. iv. 710 
With Flowers, Garlands, and sweet-smelling Herbs Espoused 
Eve deckt first her Nuptial Bed. 1701 Lady M. W. Mon- 
tague Lett. II. xlyii. 46 The espoused never see one another 
till three days after their marriage. 1791 Cowprr Iliad 1. 
138 My own first espoused. 1828 D’Israeli Chas . I, I. iii 
39 The female., was still more actively propagating the 
espoused doctrines. 

It Espousee*. In 5 espowse©. [OF. espouses 
(mod.F. SpousSe) fem., pa. pple. of espouser {Spou- 
ser) ; see Espouse vJ\ A bridle. 

1480 Caxton Ovid's Met. xi. viii, They were parents and 
of kynne to the espowsee, 

t Espou’sement. Obs,~° [a. OF. esfouse - 
ment, f. espouser to Espouse.] The action of 
espousing or marrying ; espousal, marriage. 

1847 in Craig ; and in mod. Diets. 

Espouser (espau-zai). [f. Espouse v. + 

Cf. Fr. Spouseuri] One who espouses. 

1. f a. One who brings about a betrothal or 
marriage. Obs. b. One who makes a contract of 
marriage with (a woman), rare. 

1653 Gauden Hierasp. 156 As Woers and Espousers. .to 
make up. .Espousals, between Christ and the Church. 2828 
in Webster. 1884 C. Reade Picture 1. «. in Harper’s 
Mag. Mar. 634/2 ‘ You have accepted me publicly as your 
betrothed.* *Say my espouser,’ said she, calmly. 


2 . One who takes up the cause of (a person, 
party, etc.) ; one who adopts (an opinion, system, 
etc.) ; a partisan, supporter, upholder^ 

1654 Hammond A nsw. Animadv. Ignat, iii § 4. 79 They 
shew themselves far from passionate espousers of Epi- 
scopacy. a 1687 H. More Ansiv. PsycJtop. 109 He seems to 
be an Espouser of this Opinion. 1738 Warburton Div. 
Legal. I. 33 Mr. Bayle, the last Espouser of this Paradox. 
174.x Middleton Cicero I. vi. 519 The most factious espouser 
of a Dictator. 1761 Allen Serm . Univ. Ox/, xi (T.) The 
espousers of that unauthorised and detestable scheme. 2828 
in Webster ; and in mod. Diets. 

t Espou’sess- Obs. rare— 1 . In 6 espowzes. 
[f. Espouse sb. + - ess. Cf. Spoubess.] A bride. 

i597 J* Payne Royal Exch. 43 So gloriouse and Princely 
a spowze, to take, .so poore and meane an espowzes. 

Espou'siug, vbl sb. Also 6 espousein. [f. 
Espouse v. -ing 1 .] The action of the vb. 
Espouse in various senses. 

1531 Dial, on Laws Eng. n. xxv. (1638) 106 A Man hath 
two sons, one borne before espousein, and the other after 
espousels. 1632 Sherwood, An espousing, mariement. 1687 
Bp. Cartwright in Magd. Coll. t % Oxf. Hist. Sac.) x88 The 
espousing of your cause. 

t Espred, pa. pple. Obs. [for Yspeed, pa. pple. 
of Spread v.\ 

1587 Mirr. Mag. (N.\ He layde him then downe by the 
altars side Upon the white hindes skin espred therefore. 

II Espressivo (espressz'Vtf), adv. Mus. [It. es- 
py essivo expressive.] With expression, 
Espringal. Obs. exc. Hist. Also 7 es- 
pringold; and see Sprihgald. [ad. OF. esprin- 
gale (mod.F. espringale), perh. f. Ger. springett 
Spring v. Cf. Pr. espingala, Sp. and Pg. espin - 
garda.] A mediaeval military engine or catapult 
for throwing stones, bolts, or other missiles. 

1605 Camden Rem. (1657) 206 Some kind of bricol , .which 
the English and Scots called an espringold. 1795 Southey 
Joan o/Arc viii. 250 Some the mangonels supply., or in 
the espringal Fix the brass-winged arrows. 1840 L. Ritchie 
Windsor C. 215 The espringal, which threw darts that had 
brass plates instead of feathers, to render their flight steady. 

f Espri’se, V. Obs. [f. OF. espris, pa. pple. of 
esprendre (mod.F. Sprendre ) in same sense, f. es- 
L. ex- 4- prendre to take.] trans . chiefly pass. To 
set on fire, enkindle, inflame (with love, etc.) ; also 
lit. (with flame). 

1474 Caxton Ckesse ■xi. ii. (i860) B. vij. She was esprysed 
and taken with his loue. 1483 — Gold. Leg. 29/2 Whiche 
thyng the holy ghoost maketh whan he espriseth hym of 
hys love. 1491 — Vitas Pair. (W. de W. 1495) 11. 206 b 2 
The faces of the other semed as they had be esprysed with 
a dredefull flamme. 1567 Drant Horace’ Epist. xv. E vj, 
Wyne that will make my paramour Esprysed on my face, 
b. To kindle (a passion). 

1490 Caxton Eneydos xiv. (1890) 50 The grete furotir en- 
flalmmed wyth brennyng desire of loue esprysed wy thin her 
sinewes. 

II Esprit (gspr/). [Fr., corresp. to Pr. esperit, 
sperit, Sp. espiritu , Pg. espirito , It. spirito, ad. L. 
spirit-us Spirit.] In Fr. primarily ‘ spirit, mind’. 
Hence used in many derivative senses ; those oc- 
curring in Eng. writers are the following : 

1 . Sprightliness, vivacious wit in conversation or 
composition (see Littre, Esprit 15). Formerly in 
wider sense; Cleverness, 4 brains \ 'nous’ (see 
Littre, Esprit 13). 

1591 Fi Starry tr. Cattan’s Geomancie 103 If the man 
be of a good esprit and vnderstanding. 1659 Genii. Cedi. 
iv. § 19. 406 They inscribe upon these poisons the inviting 
names of ingenuity and * esprit ’. 1777 JDr. J eans m Priv. 

Lett, xst Ld. Malmesbury I. 353 He has certainly more 
esprit than the rest, because he knows how to save him- 
self in good time. 1788 Walpoliana cix. 45 Wit, or even 
what the French term, esprit, seems little compatible with 
feeling. 1851 Mayne Reid Scalp Hunt, xx, Frenchmen., 
singing their boat songs with all the esprit of their race. 
1867 Parkman Jesuits N. Amer. xix. (1875) 285 The French 
conceived that they had to do with a man of esprit. 

2 . In B'r. phraseological combinations. ' 

a. Esprit de corps (gspr/ d’ k<?r). [corps body].’ 
The regard entertained by the members of a body 
for the honour and interests of the body as a 
whole, and of each other as belonging to it. 

1827 Bentham Ration. Evid. Wks, 1843 VI. 155 A par- 
ticular community . . such as that of divines, lawyers, mer- 
chants, etc., has its esprit de corps, its corporate affections, 
and other Interests. 1873 H. Spencer Stud. Social, x. 242 
Esprit de corps , , in each specialized part of the body pol- 
itic, prompts measures to preserve the integrity of that pari 
in opposition to other parts. 

b. Esprit fort (gsprz for). PI. esp-its forts * 
[Fr. fort strong.] A * strongminded ’ person ; 
usually, one who professes superiority to current 
prejudices, esp. a ‘ freethinker * in religion. 

175° Chester/. Lett, ccxii. (1792) II. 311 Whenever you, 
happen to be in company with those pretended Esprits ports. 
1765 Harris [Lord Malmesbury] Priv. Left, xst Ld. Mai - 
mesbury 1. 163 To pass for an esprit fort is all their ambition. 
1800 Mar. Edgeworth Belinda xvii, She next tried what 
could be done by talking to her as an esprit fort. 

t Esprit©. Obs. [a. Fr. esprit : see prec. Cf. 
Esferite, Sprite.] Mind, Spirit. 

Hence Esprited a. [ + -ED 2 ], in dull-esprited 
dull-spirited. 

1591 F. Sparry tr. Caftan’s Geomancie (1599) 229 A. man 
diligent and of a vigilant esprite. Ibid. 107 The partie -is- 


ESPBOVR 


dull esprited, and hath but small vnderstanding. Ibid. 149 
The good esprites vnto whome this my Booke may come. 

t EsprO’Ve, v. Obs. [ad. OF. esprove-r (mod. 
F. Iprouver), f. es- L. ex- out + pr Oliver to prove. 
Of. Pr. esproarl] trans. {reft.) To make trial of 
(oneself, one’s strength). 

1480 Caxton Ovid's Met. x. viii, Yf ye wil have worship 
or loos . . esprove you agaynst me. CX500 Melusine 224 
Somme castyng the barre of yron, other held theire spere & 
shild and esprouued them self that one on bat other. 

+ Espy;, sb. Obs. Also 5 esspie, 3-5 Aspy. 
See also Spy. [a. OF. espie, f. espier : see Espy, 
Spy vbs. Cf. Sp. espia, It. spin.] 

1 . The action of espying; espial, espionage. 

c 1386 Chaucer MeHbeus f 60 In such a wyse that thou 
Be wante noon espye ne wacche thy body for to save, c 1430 
Syr Gener, (Roxb.j 2588 Of here espie no thing thei wist. 
1598 Hakluyt Voy. I. 203 Of these he made subtile inues- 
tigation Of his owne espie, and other mens relation. 1607 
Topsell Serpents (1653) 7 12 The Eagle . . Sharp war . . dia 
prepare Gainst Serpent., after espy. 

b. In Wyclif the form aspye occurs often in the 
sense ‘ snare, ambush \ 

[c 1380 Wyclif Semi. Sel. Wks. XI. 363 Aspies bat be fend 
hableid. 1382 — Ex. xxi. 13 If eny man of avysement sle 
his neigbour and by aspyes. 1388 — Gen. iii. 15 Thou schalt 
sette aspies to hir heele.J 

2 . concr. [cf. sentinel, watch , etc.] A spy. 

c 1450 Merlin xxviii. 575 The saisnes it wisten by theire 
esspies that thei hadde through the countrey. 1564 Ha- 
ward Eutropius 11 14 Hee had apprehended the espyes 
of Pirrhus. 1598 Barckley Felic. Man 11. 11603) ixx, I am 
indeede an espie of thy covetousnesse and madnesse. 1624 
Capt. Smith Virginia vi. 235 [He] sent his wife as an espy 
to see. 1656 Hobbes Liberty, Necess ., <$• C. (18411 1x2 This 
argument was sent forth only as an espy, to make a more 
full discovery. 

Espy (espor), v. Forms : 4-7 espie, -ye, 5- 
espy. Also Aspy. [a. OF. espie-r (mod.F. epieV, 
corresp. to Pr. and Sp. espiar ■, It. spiare Com. 
Romanic * spiare, ad. OHG, spehSn (Ger. spahen) 
to Spy. Cf. L. specere, Gr, cKiinea-dai to look.] 

f 1 . trails. To act as a spy upon, to watch (a 
person) ; to inspect as a spy (sometimes with out ) ; 
to examine closely. Also, to watch for, look out 
for. Obs, 

[c 1330 R. Brunne Chron. (1810I 37Tille wikked men scho 
spak, Edward to aspie.] c 1420 Pcillad. on Husb. 1. 105 But 
thicke and drie [,sc. land] espie f printed espy]. 1480 Caxton 
Chron. Eng. 11. (1520) xob/i Brute anone sende of his men 
to lande for to espye the maner of the countree. 1552 Hu- 
LOET, Espye or waite a time, aucupari tempus. a 1555 
Latimer Semi. <$■ Rem. (1845) 304 To espy and search his 
land. 1588 Shaks. Tit. A. 11. iii, 48 Now question me no 
more, we are espied. 1590 Greene Fr. Bacon Wks. (ed. 
Rtldg.) 154/2 Espy her loves, and who she liketh best. x6xi 
Bible Josh. xiv. 7 Moses, . sent me from Kadesh Bamea, to 
espie out the land, a 1667 Jer. Taylor (Ogilvie), He sends 
angels to espy us in all our ways. 

b. absol. or intr. To look steadily, watch,, keep 
a look out; to act as a spy. arch . 

C1386 Chaucer Knt's T. 254 With that word Arcite gan 
espye Wher a s this lady romed to and fro. 1513 Douglas 
ASneisvm. iii. 134 Evander. .espying wyth his sicht. 1565- 
73 Cooper Thesaurus, Episcopiits, a brigantine or ship sent 
out to espie. x6xx Bible Jer. xlviii. 19 Stand by the way 
and espie, 1846 Keble Lyra Innoc. I1873) 42 [He] on 
the dark edge stands , - and downward dares espy. 

'I* c. {trans. In ME. form Aspy ; To lie in wait 
for ; also absol.) 

c 1225 Ancr. R. 396, I 3e wijdemesse heo aspieden us to 
slean. 1382 Wyclif Acts xxiii. 21 More than fourty men 
of hem aspien him [Vulg. insidiantur ei}. 

2 . trans. To discover by spying or by looking 
out ; to catch sight of ; to descry, discern, discover 
(what is distant or partly hidden) ; to detect (a 
fault, flaw, etc.) ; to discern ( a convenient time or 
Opportunity). + Formerly sometimes with out. 
t Also, to discern from. 

CX320 Seuyn Sag. (W.) 1796 Yif thou dost a folie, Thi 
louerd hit wil sone espie. c 1384 Chaucer H. Fame 11. 198 
[It were impossible] How that V. he [Fame] sliulde here al 
this Or they [his spies] espie hyt. <7x460 La Belle Dame 
sanz Mercy 88 in Pol. Rel. <§* L. Poems 1866) 55 But tweyne 
)>at were my frendis here before had me espied. X486 Bk. 
St. A Ibans D ij, She [the hawk] espith they m and commyth 
couerte her selfe. 1531 Elyot Gov. i. xiii, He sone espiethe 
good herbes from nettiles. 1543-4 Act. 35 Hen. VIII, c. 5 
A time may be espied to haue them .. by malice conuicted. 
1581 J. Bell H addon's Answ. Osorius 462 Whose prophane 
blasphemy some merry conceited man espyeng out, opened 
the Caskett privily. x666 Bunyan Grace Ab. 24 If I could 
in. any place espy a word of promise. 1726 Swift Gulliver 
1. i. 21 The seamen espied a rock within half a cable's length 
of the ship. 1788 Wesley Wks. (1872) VI. 375 These skilful 
wrestlers espy the smallest slip we make, 18x7 Coleridge 
Sibyl. Leaves (1862) 280 Can she the bodiless dead espy? 
1847 L. Hunt Jar Honey ix, We all, like Moses, should 
espy, Ev’n in a bush, the radiant Deity. 1877 Black 
Green Past, xliii, Who was trying to espy a squirrel, 
b. To perceive by chance or unexpectedly. 

1483 Caxton , Gold. '"Leg. 373/3 A man came for to take 
water & espyed the deed chylde. 1551 Robinson tr. More's 
Utop. 1. ( Arb. > 29, I chaunced to espye this foresayde Peter. 
1588 Shaks. Tit. A. 11. iii, 194 Where I espy’d the panther 
fast asleep. x6xi Bible Gen. xlii. 27 As one of them opened 
his sack, he espied bis money. X634 SirT. Herbert Tram. 
196 Espying me, hee blest him selfe and suddenly began to 
mutter his prayer to Mahomet. 

f c. To observe, perceive (a fact) ; with clause 
as obj. Obs. 
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C1374 Chaucer And. $ Arc. <67 Creon gan espie how that 
the blode ria,II was brought adoun. 24x3 Lydg. Pilgr.SowIe 
iv. xx. 11483 66 Seem. . hyled his fader Noe When he espyed 
that naked soo was he. 1461 Poston Lett. No. 399 1L 24, 
I can espye some of hismeny was grete cause of 1. D. deth. 
2526 Pilgr. Per/. vW. de W. 153x1 129 Yf. . they espye m 
the soule . . ony feare to ryse. 2551 T. Wilson Logike 11. 
73 b, The hontesman. .will sone espie, when he seeth a hole, 
whether it be a i oxe borough or not. 1581 J. Bell H addon's 
answ. Osorius 463 [A supposed * portion of Peters Brayne ’] 
..afterwardes being more narrowlye examined and viewed, 
was espyed to be a very pumeyse. 

Espying, vbl. sb. Also 4-5 aspying. [f. 
prec. -r -ing L] The action of the vb. Espy. In 
Wyclif, lying in wait ; a snare. Also attrib. 

1340 Ayenb. 117 ]?et he him delyuri of fe kueade and of 
bis aspiinges. 1388 Wyclif Prov. xi. 6 Wickid men shulen 
be taken in her aspyxngis [Vulg. insidtis). 1486 Bk. St. 
A Ibans A ij b, It hade need to be died other green or blwe 
for espieng of thee hawke. 1580 Baret Alv. E 33 7 An 
espying place, specula, a 1693 Urquhart Rabelais 111. 
xxxiii. 281 A suspicious espying and prying into the.. 
Deportments of their Wives. 

Espying, ppl. a. [f. as prec. + -IUG 2 .] That 
espies. Hence f Espying'ly adv . (in 4 aspyingly ', 
aspiendeli ), in a spying manner ; insidiously. 

1382 Wyclif 2 Kings x. 19 Forsothe Hieu dydde this 
aspyingly. ■ — Ecclus. xxxii. 19 [15] Who secketh the lawe, 
shal be fulfild of it; who aspiendeli doth, shal be sckun- 
drid in it. 1580 Hollyband Treas. Fr. Tong, En espiant, 
espyingly. 

+ Espyne. Sc. Obs. Also 4 aspine, -yne, 
hie spine, [a. ON . espingr (Sw. esping).] A long 
boat. 

1375 Barbour Bruce xvn. 719 The gynour Hit in ane 
espyne [v.r. aspine, aspyne, hespyne] with a stane. 

Esq., Esqr. ? abbreviations of Esquire, ap- 
pended to a name. 

t Es qua dr on. Obs. [a. OF. esquadron (mod. 
F. escadron) ; see Squadron.] — Squadron. 

*579 Fenton Guicciard. n. (1599) 80 The Italians . . had 
spred vpon the shoare of the riuer their esquadrons and 
rancks prepared to the battell. Ibid. ( x6i8 1 357 An esquadron 
of Turks payed by them. 1738 [G. Smith] Curious Relat. 
II. 363 An Esquadron of the Guard du Corps. 

f Esquaymous, a. Obs . [var. of Squaymous ; 
in AF. eseoymous{ Bozon) .] Squeamish. 

1303 R. Brunne Handl. Synne 7249 Many one are. .oute 
of mesure esquaymous. 

-esque, suffix, forming adjs., represents Fr. 
•esque, ad. It. -escoi~- med.L. -iscus in words adopted 
from Teut. ; cf. OHG. -isc (mod. G. -isch) 
OTeut. -isko- : see -ish. Occurring in many words 
coming through Fr. from It,, as in arabesque, bur- 
Usque. D an tesque,grote$que,romanesque, where the 
suffix has the sense ' resembling the style partaking 
of the characteristics of. In Ital. derivatives in 
-esco are formed ad libitum on names of artists, 
and Fr. and Eng. writers on art have imitated this 
practice. Examples of such formations, not call- 
ing for separate notice in the Dictionary, are 
Bramantesque , Claudesque, Tvrneresque. The 
words formed with this suffix on Eng. sbs. are 
chiefly nonce-words of a jocular character, as 
cigar esque. 

T Esquele. Obs. [ad. OF. escuele (mod.F. 
kuelle), corresp. to Pr. escudella. It. scodella ;—L. 
scu fella, dim. of scuta, scutra dish.] A platter, 
porringer. 

1371 io Riley Lond. Mem . (x868) 350, 48 esqueles . . 3 
dozens of esqueles. x6ox F. Tate Househ. Ord. Echo. II, 
§ 53 (1876) 37 The silver vessel, .that is to saile [sic ; ?saie] 
chargeours and esqueles. 

Esquiller, Esquillery, obs. ff. Squiller, 
scullion, and Scullery. 

x6oi F. Tate Househ. Ord. Edw. II, § 49 (1876) 32 An 
other vallet shalbe Ewer., who shal receve the kitchen vessel 
by indenture of the Esquiller. Ibid. § 53. The Esquillerye. 

EsquiTlous, a. rare. [ad. Fr. esquilleux , f. 
esquille 'small fragment of a fractmed bone’ 
(Littrd).] Of fracture : Splintery. 

1853 Th. Ross Humboldts Trav. III. xxix. x68 The 
serpentine is sometimes of an esquillous, sometimes of a 
conchoidal fracture. 

Esquinancy, obs. f. Quinsy; see Squinancy. 

1751 in Chambers. 1775 in Ash. 

Esquippe, obs. form of Equip. 

Esquire (eskwoi®-ih sb/ Forms: 5-7 es- 
quier, -yer, (5 esqwyer, 6 esquior, -yor, 6-7 
escuir, -ier), 6- esquire, [a. OF. esquier (mod. 
F. ecuyer), corresp. to Pr. escuier , escudier, es- 
cuder, Sp. escudero, Pg. e scudeiro. It. scudiere, lit. 

‘ shield-bearer ’ L. scutdrius, f. scutum shield. 
See also Squire, which in our quotations appears 
much earlier. 

In Fr. the use of the word has been influenced by a mis- 
taken association with tcurie (OF. escurie), see Equerry. 
Some traces of this confusion appear in English use. 

1 . a. Chivalry . A young man of gentle birth, who 
as an aspirant to knighthood, attended upon a 
knight, carried his shield, and rendered him other 
services. (Now only arch., the form Squire being 
commonly used Hist.) Cf. Armiger, Page. 


ESQUIRE, 

3475 Caxton Jason, Ther ne abode knight ne esquyer in 
the sadyl. x6ox F. Tate Househ. Ord. Edw. II, § x 1876) 
6 If he be but an ordinari knight, .he shal have diet for two 
esquiers. 1656 Cowley Davideis iv. 849 This saw, and 
heard with joy the brave Esquire . ..fill’d with his Masters 
fire. 1852 Miss Yonge Cameos II. xviii. 193 Hard work 
the good esquire seems to have had. 

f b. As a rendering of L. armiger armour- 
bearer, Gr. vtraaiuoTrjS shield-bearer. Obs. 

*553 Brende Q. Curtins 172 (R.1 Alexander . . willed a 
weapon to be deliuered to hys hands, as other esquiers vsed. 
1603 Holland Plutarch's Mor. 427 His [Epaminondas’J 
esquire or shield-bearer had received a good piece of money 
for the ransome of a prisoner. 1609 Bible (Douayj 1 Mace . 
iv. 30 Jonathas Sauls sonne, and . .his esquyer. 

c. Applied to various officers in the service of 
a king or nobleman, as esquire for (or of) the 
body , esquire of the chamber, esquire of the stable 
[cf. Equerry, which was sometimes confused with 
this], carving esquire, etc. 

1495 Act xi Hen. VII , c. 32 § 7 David Philippe, Esquyer 
for the body of oure Sovereign Lord the Kyng. 1587 Flem- 
ing Contn. Holinshecl III. 1381/2 Chiefe escuir of the kings 
escuir, and the other escuires of the escuir togither. x6ox 
F. Tate Househ. Ord. Edw. II, § 26 (1876) x8 The kinge 
shall have, .an esquier to carve before the kinge. 

2 . A man belonging to the higher order of Eng- 
lish gentry, ranking immediately below a knight. 

Of esquires^ legally so called, there are, according to some 
authorities, five classes: hi) younger sons of peers and 
their eldest sons; (21 eldest sons of knights, and their 
eldest sons; (31 chiefs of ancient families t by prescription); 
(4) esquires by creation or office, as heralds and sergeants 
of arms, judges, officers of state, naval and military officers, 
justices of the peace, barristers at-law ; 5) esquires who 
attend the Knight of the Bath on his installation— usually 
two specially appointed ’ ( Eitcycl. Brit., s.v.). The correct- 
ness of this enumeration, however, is greatly disputed ; it 
would be impossible here to state the divergent views on 
the subject. In heraldic Latin the equivalent of esquire 
was armiger. properly = ‘ armour-bearer ’, but often taken 
in the sense ‘one bearing (heraldic) arms'; hence, in 16th 
and 17th c. esquire was sometimes explained as meaning a 
man entitled to coat -armour ; but by accurate writers this 
is condemned as involving the confusion between * esquire' 
and * gentleman 

c 1460 Fortescub Abs. Lim. Mon. (1714) 41 His High- 
ness schal then have, .aboute his Persone. .Lords, Knights, 
and Esquyers. 1535 Wriothesley Chron , (x875> I. 27 A 
jurie of esquiers and gentlemen of Middlesex were sworne 
to passe on them. 1577 Harrison England n. v. (18771 1. 
127 Esquire (which we call commonlie Squire) is a French 
word . . and such are all those which beare armes . . testi- 
monies of their race 1793 Blackstone Comm . \. ix. >ed. 12) 
352 The statute 13 Ric. II. c. 7 orders them [justices of the 
peace] to be of the most sufficient knights, esquires, and 
gentlemen of the law. 1818 Cruise Digest (ed. 2 1 III. 265 
The second sort of persons were those who had titles, as 
esquires, etc. 

b. A landed proprietor, (country) 1 squire *. 
arch. 

1597 Shaks. 2 Hen. IV, in. ii. 63, I am Robert Shallow 
(Sir) a poore Esquire of this Countie, and one of the Kings 
Justices of the Peace. 1827 Lytton Pelham xn, There 
was, indeed, a motley congregation ; country esquires ; ex- 
tracts from the universities; half-pay officers, [etc.]. 1848 
Macaulay Hist. Eng. iii. tL.), An esquire passed among 
his neighbours for a great scholar, if, etc. 

3 . As a title accompanying a man’s name. Ori- 
ginally applied to those who were ‘esquires’ in 
sense 2 ; subsequently extended to other persons 
to whom an equivalent degree of rank or status is 
by courtesy attributed. 

a. Following the surname preceded by the 
Christian name. In formal documents written in 
full ; elsewhere commonly abbreviated Esq. or 
Esqr . (In ceremonious use, e.g. in legal writings 
or in genealogy, when the name of the person’s 
estate or of his place of residence is given, the 
title is, by English cnslom, placed last, as ‘ A.B., 
of C., Esquire ’ ; in Scotland, on the contrary, the 
title immediately follows the surname. Similarly, 
in England the title ‘ esquire’ follows the designa- 
tion ‘ Junior’ or * The Younger’, but in Scotland 
precedes it.) 

The designation of ‘ esquire' is now commonly understood 
to be due by courtesy to all persons (not in clerical orders 
or having any higher title of rank) who are regarded as 
‘gentlemen’ by birth, position, or education. It is used 
only on occasions of more or less ceremonious mention, and 
in the addresses of letters, etc. ; on other occasions the 
prefix * Mr.’ is employed instead. When ‘ esquire ’ is ap- 
pended to a name, no prefixed title (such as ‘Mr./ ‘ Doctor/ 
* Captain/ etc.) is used. In the U. S. the title belongs offi- 
cially to lawyers and public officers, and js much less fre- 
quently employed than in the British dominions. 

1552-3 Ifiv. Ch. Goods, Staffis. in Ann. Litchfield IV. 46 
Walter Wrotcheley & Edward Lyttylton, esquyors, by 
vertue of the kynges majesties comyssion. 1599 Shaks. 
Hen. V. iv. viii. 109 Davy Gam, esquire. 1655 Fuller Ch. 
Hist. ix. vi. § 2 Anthony Brou n at Tclethoip in Rutland 
Esquire.. 1709 Steele Tatler No. 19 f 2 If you read the 
superscriptions to all the offices in the kingdom, you will 
not find three letters directed to any but esquires. 1711 
Budgell Sped. No. 150 ? 7 My Banker, .writes me Mr. or 
Esq. ; accordingly as he sees me dressed. 1711 Hearne 
Collect. (Oxf. Hist. Soc.) III. iii, I shall be glad to know 
..whether he be Esq r . that I may give him his true Title 
when I reprint the List. 1867 Miss Mulock Two Mar- 
riages I. 42 ‘Jane, wife of Mr. John Bowerbank’ (he was 
not Esquire then). *887 Scott. Leader 12 May 6 The Clerk 
said that some letters were addressed Esquire and some not. 
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f b. Preceding the surname. Obs. (Cf. the 
similar use of Squire.) 

171:0 Land. Gaz. No. 4761/4 Stolen, .out of Esquire Ches- 
ters Stables . . a . . Horse. 1713 Ar both not John Bull t 1755} 
1 His cousin esquire South. 1730 Southall Bugs 17 Es- 
quire [ed. 2 *1793' Mr.] Pitfield and Mr. White. 

4 . [transf. use of I,] A gentleman who attends 
or escorts a lady in public. Cf. Squire. 

1824 Byron Juan xvi. ci, Their docile esquires also did 
the same. 1875 W. S. Hayward Love agst. World 13 
« Come on, my brave esquire,’ said: Florence. 

5 . Comb. Only appositive ; chiefly in sense 1 c. 
Also Esquire Bedel ; see Beadle 3. 

c 1600 Epitaph in Strype St ends Surv. < 1754) I. in. i. 535/1 
Esquire-Joyner to our Queen. 1601 F. Tate Househ. Ord '. 
Edw. II, § 14 ‘1876) 13 This esquier fruiterer shal take 
every night for his coch, a galon of beare, 1797 T. Johnes 
tr. La Brocquiere s Trav. 48 Among them was his [Duke 
Philip le Bon’s] first esquire carver La Brocquiere. 

Esquire (eskwoL\n, sb. - Her. Also 6 equire ; 
and see Squire A [app. a OF. esquire (mod.F. 
equerre) square [now only mason s square, but 
formerly also the geometrical figure). 

Perhaps based esquire may represent OF. has d' esquire, 
bottom of a square. Guillim and R. Holme use squire both 
in the sense explained below and for a figure of a mason's 
square ; the latter is the sense of equerre in Fr. heraldry]. 

a. Esquire based : used by Leigh for the lower 
of the halves into which a canton is divided 
diagonally, b. Apparently by misunderstanding 
of this use, esquire is explained by later writers as 
a synonym of Gyron, or as a bearing somewhat 
resembling the gyron, but ending elsewhere than 
in the centre of the shield. 

1562 Leigh Armorie 154 Thre pallets between ii Equires 
[ed. 1597 Esquires] bast dexter and sinister of the second. 
£1610 Guillim Heraldry 61 A Canton parted trauerse- 
waies, whether it be from the Dexter corner or from the 
Sinister, doth make two Base Squires.] 1889 Elvin Diet. 
Her., Esquire, Similar to the Gyron ; it may extend across 
the shield ; termed also a Base Esquire. 

Esquire (eskw3i*\i), v. rare. [f. Esquire sl>J] 
trans. a. To raise to the rank of esquire, b. To 
address as ‘ Esquire e. To attend (a lady) as 
a ‘ squire \ Hence Esqni'r e&ppl. a. 

a 1652 Brome City Wit iv. i, By’r Lady a match for mv 
Esquir’d Son and heire. 1786 Miss Burney Diary 111. 
240 He proposed that the Colonel and himself should esquire 
me. 1796 Ibid. VI. 60 M. d'Arblay again ventured to es- 
quire me to the rails round the lodge. 1824 Byron Juan 
xvi. lxix, All country gentlemen, esquired or knighted, May 
drop in without cards. 1887 Scott. Leader 12 May 6 The 
Rev. Mr. Cameron, of Farnell . . asked why one elder was 
‘ Esquired ' and another not. 

Esquiredom 1 eskwaia-idom). [f. as prec. -f 
-dom.] a. The status or dignity of an esquire, 
b. The body of esquires ; esquires collectively. 

1863 Sala Capt. Dang. II, iii. 107 Mr. Pinchin, whose 
Esquiredom. .1 may now as well drop. 1864 Burton Scot 
Abr. I. i. 38 The flower of the chivalry and esquiredom. 

EsquirellOOd (eskwaie-rhud). [f. as prec.-f 
-hood. J = prec. b. 

1864 H. R. Luard Pref. to Ann. Monastici I. 31 The 
* Communitas bachelerue Anglia i. e., the esquirehood of 
England. 

Esquireship (eskwoieujip). [f. as prec. + 
-ship.] The position or dignity of an esquire. 
The service of an esquire or escort. 

? 16. . Time's Storehouse (L.y They make the dignitie of 
esquireship successorie. 1630 B. Discoltim. 48 If I be an 
Esquire, I will sell my Esquireship to any honest man for 
a good People-ship. 1783 Miss Burney Diary II. 282, I 
most gladly accepted and almost asked his )squireship. 1843 
Frasers Mag. XXVII. 667 He had attained the envied 
esquireship, and its further appendage of R.A. 

Esquiress (eskwai^ies). [f. as prec. + -ESS. 1 ] 
A female esquire. 

1596 Fosbroke in J. Smyth Lives Berkeleys 211 The 

rincipall mourneresse apparelled as an Esquieresse. 1630 

. Taylor (Water P.) Praise Clean Linen Ded. Wks. 11. 
164 Martha Legge, Esquiresse , . Laundresse to the Right 
worshipfull and generous the Innes of Court. 1864 R. 
Burton Dahome II. 79 An esquiress at arms, generally a 
small slave girl, carrying the musket. 

+ Esquiry, jA Obs.-° Also Squirt. [?a. OF. 
escuierie, f. escuier: see Esquire jA 1 ] The posi- 
tion or dignity of an esquire. 

x68x in Blount Glossogr. 1775 in Ash. 

Esquiry(e, obs. form of Equerry. 

II Esquisse. [Fr. esquisse, ad. It. schizzo : see 
Sketch.] The first slight sketch of a picture, the 
first thought of a design drawn loosely with a 
crayon. V 

1731-6 in Bailey, (folio). 1775 in Ash. 

t Esra'che, v. Obs. rare- 1 , [ad. OF. esrachi- 
er : see Arache.] trans. To pull up by the roots. 

1475 Caxton Jason 102 b, He retourned to the dragon 
and esrached out of his hedde xii tethe. 

Ess. The name of the letter S ; anything in 
the shape of an S. PI. esses ; also 6 esees. 
Collar of Esses : see Collar. Also in Comb., 
es-htook, es-link, dial, (see quots.) 

1540 in Ellis Orig. Lett. 111. 364 (1846) III. 283 The reste 
of the players whiche represented the three esces. 1579 
in T. Thompson Inventories (1815) 293 A chayn..with 
essis of gold emaillit reid. 1587 Fleming Coittn. Holinshed 
III. 1299/2 The bow with two esses, all cleane wrought. 


x6xo Guillim Heraldry iv. v. (1611I 190 He beareth Gules, 
three text Esses or.. by the name 01 Kekir-more. x68x 
Otway Soldier's Fort. iv. i, Sir Jol. O here are the Esses; 
let me consider now— Sapho? Cour. No, Sir. Sir Jot. 
Selinda ? Cour. Neither. 1865 Le Fanu Guy Dev. II. 
xvii. 179 There’s an ornament of scrowl-work . . shaped like 
letter esses. 2879 Miss Jackson Shropsh. W'ord-bk., Ec- 
ho ok, a hook at the extremity of a waggon-horse's traces, 
in the form of the letter S. 1884 CJtesk. Gloss., Es-link, a 
small piece of iron shaped like a letter S, used for mending 
a broken chain. 

Ess, obs. and dial, form of Ash jA 1 ashes. 

-ess, suffix *, forming sbs. denoting female per- 
sons or animals, is a. Fr. -esse:— Com. Romanic 
-essa late L. -issa, a. Gr. -too a (: — ikyd : cf. the 

OE. fern, agent-suffix -iege -igjbn-) occurring in 
class. Gr. only in fiaaihurcra queen (f. @aai\-ajs 
king), but after the analogy of this employed in 
several late formations, as $a\dvi<j<ra bathing- 
woman, irai'SuKicroa female innkeeper. A few of 
these (notably Biafc 6 vuj<ra, L. diaconissa deaconess) 
were adopted into late L. together with their cor- 
relative masculines, and many new derivatives of 
the same pattern were formed in Latin, whence 
they descended into the Romanic langs. ; e.g. from 
abbdtem abbot, was formed abbdtissa , whence Fr. 
abbesse Abbess. On the analogy of these the 
suffix became in Romanic the usual means of 
forming feminine derivatives expressing sex. In ME. 
many words in - esse were adopted from Fr., as 
countess, duchess , hostess , lioness, mistress , princess, 
and several which were formed on sbs. in - eor , -ier 
(see -er2 ), as f devoureresse, enchantress, f es- 
py our esse, sorceress. In imitation of these the 
suffix was in 14th c. appended to Eng. agent- 
nouns in -er, as in Wyclif’s dwelleresse , sleeress 
(f. steer — Slayer), and to other native words, as 
in goddess. In 15th c. derivatives in - er + -ess 
gradually superseded the older Eng. fern, agent- 
nouns in -ster (OE. - estre \ which no longer had 
an exclusively feminine sense; subsequently the sbs. 
in -ster (exc. spinster ) came to be regarded as pro- 
perly masc., and new feminines in -ess were formed 
on them, as seamstress, songstress. By writers of 
1 6th and succeeding centuries derivatives in -ess 
were formed very freely ; many of these are now 
obsolete or little used, the tendency of mod. usage 
being to treat the agent-nouns in -er, and the sbs. 
indicating profession or occupation, as of common 
gender, unless there be some special reason to 
the contrary. Of the words of Eng. formation 
still in current use, examples are autkoi'ess, giant- 
ess , Jewess, patroness, poetess , priestess , quakeress , 
tailoress. In Eng. the suffix is not used to form 
feminines of names of animals : lioness, tigirss 
being adoptions from Fr. When -ess is added to 
a sb. in -ter, -tor, the vowel before the r is usually 
elided, as in actress , doctress, protectress , waitress ; 
the derivatives with ending -tress, f. L. agent-nouns 
in -tor, have in most cases been suggested by, and 
may be regarded as virtual adaptations of, the cor- 
responding Fr. words in -trice:— L. -tricem. The 
substitution of governess (already in Caxton) for 
the earlier governeresse f. govei'nor was perh. due 
to false analogy with pairs of words like adulter- er, 
-ess, cater-er, -ess, sorcer-er , -ess ; in conquer ess, 
murderess, adventuress the similar phenomenon is 
sufficiently explained by phonetic reasons. The 
existence of such words, in which -ess has the 
appearance of being added directly to vbs., gave 
rise in the 17th. c. to formations like confectioness, 
entertainess , instructess ; but none of these obtained 
general currency. 

-ess, suffix-, ME. -esse, in sbs. a. Fr., represents 

OF. -esse, -ece, — Pr. -ezza, -eza, Sp. -eza, It. 
-ezza:—L. -itia, appended to adjs, to form nouns 
of quality ; examples are duress , + humblesse, 
largess , prowess, + rickesse (now riches). These 
words have been imitated in the pseudo-archaic 
idlesse, but otherwise the suffix scarcely occurs as 
an Eng. formative. 

t Essa’mplerie. Obs. [See Ensamplary, 
Exemplary, sbs.] Example. 

*393 Gower Con/. III. 163 But yet men sene thessamplerie 
Of Aristippe is well received. 

Essart (esaut ), sb. [a. OF. essart : see Assart 
jA] - Assart sb. 1. 

x8sx Sir F. Palgrave Norm. $ Eng. [18641 III. 258 The 
essarts still constitute the prominent features of the pleasant 
region. 1875 Stubbs Const. Hist. II. 36 note, The essarts 
and purprestures made in the forests of Hampshire. 

Essart (esaut), V. [a. OF. essart-er t see As- 
sart vi] trans. = Assart v. ; also absol. 

1721 Bailey, Essart, to extirpate or clear the ground of 
shrubs. 1839 Stonehouse Ax holme 10 The process of 
essarting. 1857 .Sir F. Palgrave Norm. <$> Eng. II. 435 
The Foret de Bichoul, of which the greater poitions have 
long since been essarted. 


Essay sb. In 7 essaies, -yes. [a. 

OF. essai, essay: see Assays. For several of 
the senses see also Say. 

In 1 8th c. the accent, was sometimes on the and syll.J 

I. The action or process of trying or testing. 

1 1 . A trial, testing, proof ; experiment ; = Assay 
sb. 1,3. Obs. 

c x6oo Shaks, Sortn. cx, Worse essays proved thee my best 
of love. 1603 Bacon Adv. Learn, u. vii. § 7 Democritus ... 
attributed the form thereof [of the ‘ frame of things ’] able 
to maintain itself to infinite essaies or proofs of nature. x6$x 
Heyliw St. George 247, I will make bold to venture on it, 
by way of tryall and essay. 1648 Eikon Bas. 26 It was the 
first overt Essay to be made, how patiently I could hear the 
loss of my kingdoms. 1660 Sharrock Vegetables Ep. Ded, f 
You were pleased to judge me able, and ., to propose,, 
that I should make an essay of that ability. 1704 Addison 
Italy (1733) 195 After having made Essays into it, as they 
do for Coal in England. 1745 De Foe’s Eng. Tradesman 
I. xii. 98 He has made an essay by which he knows what 
he can, and cannot do. 18x2 J. Henry Camp . agst. Quebec 
28 From the essays made, it seemed to me that, etc. 

t b. spec. The trial of metals ; ■= Assay 6. Obs. 

1668 in Phil. 'Trans. III. 821 The Ore being ground 
they divide it in several heaps, and then by Jesser Essays, 
they find out how much silver is contained in every heap. 
1731-6 in Bailey (folios 

t 2 . A trial specimen, a sample, an example; a 
rehearsal. Cf. Assay 1 7. Obs. 

16x4 Selden Titles Hon . 22 An essay also of that age’s 
vnhappie affectation of Greek patch. 1656 Blount Glossogr 
Essay, a flourish or preamble. _ 1639 Hammond On Ps. cvi. 
x6-i8 Paraphr. 532 Two terrible essay es of God’s wrath 
were here shewed, a 1674 Clarendon Hist. Red. (1704) III, 
xv. 498 A small essay of my zeal for IV your Majesty. 1684 
T. Burnet Th. Earth II. 35 These are lesser essays or 
preludes to the general fire. 1734 tr. Rollin' s Anc. Hist. 
(1827) VII. xvr. § 9. no Gave an essay in this first action 
of what might be expected one day from his valour and 
bravery. 

1 8. Venery. a = Assay 9. In phrase To take 
essay, b. concr. The part of a deer in which trial 
was made of the 1 grease ’ ; the breast or brisket, 

x6xx Cotgr., E'oulz . . cut out from betweene the necke, 
and the essay of a Deere. 1638 Phillips s.v. Essay, The 
Essay of a Deer is the breast or brisket.. in French la 
hampe. 1694 Acct. Denmark in 1692 (ed. 3) x6o One that 
is likeliest to give a good Gratuity to the Huntsman, is 
invited to take Essay. 

f 4 . A taste, or first taste, of food or drink pre- 
sented to a great personage; *■ Assay 12, Obs. 
exc. Hist. 

1398 in Florio s.v. Fare la credenza. 1632 In Cotgr. 
1682 G. Rose Instr. Officers of the Mouth 16 The Master 
Cook is desired not to forget his Larding-pricks, nor the 
Master-Butler his Essay. Ibid. 94 Let him [the Royal Butler] 
bring in his Wine, present his Bason and Ewer to wash, take 
his Essay both of Wine and Water. 1708 J. Chamberlayne 
St. Gt. Brit. 1. in. iii. U741) x68 A Viscount may have a 
Cover of Essay holden under his Cup, while he drinks, but 
no Essay taken as Dukes, Marquises and Earls may have. 

II. A trying to do something. 

5 . An attempt, endeavour. Const, after , at, 
+ of \ on, towards, and to with inf. 

1598 Yong Diana 77 They were all but papers of essaies 
Of that, ai6 $ 2 J. Smith Set. Disc. vii. (1821) 364 Lan- 
guishing creatures . . we are, in our essays after heaven. 
1682 Dryden Satyr 3 Whose first Essay was in a Tyrants 
praise. 1738 Col. Rec. Penn. IV. 316 Essays, .to encourage 
the raising some of these Commodities, 1762 J. Brown 
Poetry ig Mus. (1763) 74 The first rude Essays towards an 
expressive Melody in barbarous Countries. 1778 Sir J. 
Reynolds Disc. viii. (1876) 447 An artist, in his first essay 
of imitating nature. x8zo W. Irving Sketch Bk. II. 325 
Our first essay was along a mountain brook. 1853 C. 
Bronte Villette viii. Is this your first essay at teaching ? 
i860 Tyndall Glac. 1. xxvii. 206 Making a preliminary 
essay upon the glacier. 1863 Livingstone Zambesi Introd., 
I am now in this my second essay at authorship. 

b. concr. The result of an attempt, nonce-use. 

1697 Dryden Pirg. Past. vii. 42 These Branches of a 
Stag, this tusky Boar (The first essay of Arms untry'd before). 

f 6. A hostile attempt. Obs. 

cj.6 40 J. Smyth Lives Berkeleys (1883! I. 229 The King 
at Canterbury grants him a general! protection from all 
Essay es for a year following. 

f 7 . A first tentative effort in learning or prac- 
tice ; «« Assay 16. Obs. 

1656 Cowley Pindar. Odes Pref., This Essay is but to 
try how it [Pindar’s Poetry] will look in an English Habit. 
1663 J. Spencer Prodigies Pref. B., Admiration is . . an 
Essay to knowledge. 1665-9 Boyle Disc. Occas. Medit. 
Wks. 1772 II. 356 The green and Immature essays of 
early Writers. 1700 Dryden Fables (1773) Pref., The first 
of Homer’s Iliads (which I intended as an Essay to the 
whole work). 1723 Sheffield (Dk. Buckhm.) Wks. (1753) 
I. 64 My hand is yet untaught to write to men ; This is th" 
essay of my unpractis’d pen. 1734 tr. Rollin’ s Anc. Hist. 
(1827) I. 377 These were considered only as essays pre- 
paratory to the great design. 

b. A rough copy ; a first draft. 

1656 J. Harrington Oceana (1700 1 174 The List . . en- 
ter’d in the Parish Book, and diligently preserv'd as a 
Record, call'd the first Essay. 1793 Gouv. Morris in Sparks 
Life br Writ.{ 1832) I. 417, I have made an essay of a letter. 

8. A composition of moderate length on any par- 
ticular subject, or branch of a subject ; originally 
implying want of finish, * an irregular undigested 
piece * ( J.), but now said of a composition more or 
less elaborate in style, though limited in range. 

The use in this sense is app. taken from Montaigne, whose ‘ 
Essais were first published in 1580. 


ESSAY. 

1597 Bacon {title) Essayes. 2607-12 — Essays* Ded. 
Prince Henry (Arb.) 158 For Senacaes Epistles ..are but 
Essaies — that is dispersed Meditations . . Essaies. The 
word is late, but the thing js auncient. 1665 Glanvill Seeps. 
Sci. Addr. 26 No higher title, then that of an essay, or im- 
perfect offer at a Subject. C17O0 Poem to Roscommon, (J.>, 
Yet modestly he does his work survey. And calls his finish'd 
poem an essay. 171a Addison Spect, No, 476 p 1 The Wild- 
ness of those Compositions which go by the Names of 
Essays. 2764 Reid Inquiry Ded., This leaves me no room 
to doubt of your favourable acceptance of this essay, 2782 
V. Knox Ess. (2819) I. i. 1 Essays .. may now convey the 
idea of regular treatises. 1843 Macaulay {title) Critical 
and Historical Essays, 1865 Dickens Mut. Pr. 11. i, She 
could write a little essay on any subject. 

III. 9 . Phrase, In all essays ; under all cir- 
cumstances. Obs. Cf. Assay 21, 22. 

1669 Sturmy Mariners Mag. 20 And so likewise I have 
shown you thus much of the Praqtick part of Navigation, in 
which you may perceive that I have wrought the Ship in all 
Essays, in Words and proper Sea-Phrases; and if I was at 
Sea, I should perform it both in Word and Deed. 

10 . allrib. and Comb., as essay-weaver, - writer ; 
also essay-batch. (see quot.) ; essay -scale, a 
test-scale. 

272272800 Bailey, * Essay Hatch , [among Miners] a Term 
for a little Trench or Hole which they dig to search for Oar. 
2684 R. Waller Nat. Exper. 149 Putting in the * Essay- 
Scales two Steel Wires of equal Weight. 1884 Punch 16 
Feb. 84/1 And twaddling *essay -weavers, mild boilers-down 
of Lamb ! 2711 Shaftesb. Charac. <17371 HI. 97 We ’‘essay- 
writers are of the small-craft, or galley-kind. 2852 Helps 
Friends in C. I. 29 The fault into which you essay-writers 
generally falL 

Essay (es^i*), v. [refashioned form of Assay, 
after Fr. essay er : see Assay.] 

1 . trans. To put to the proof, try (a person or 
thing); to test the nature, excellence, fitness, etc. 
of; = Assay v. i. Also to practise (an art, etc.) 
by way of trial ; *= Assay 8. 

2483 Caxton G. de la Tour G ij b, I wold also ye knew 
the tale of the Squyer whiche essayed his wyf, 1593 Prodi- 
gal Son 1. 92 It is a fine thing for a young man who goes to 
essay the world, to travel and see much. 2738 Glover 
Leonidas n. 436 None more willing to essay thy force. 
a 1744 Pope Epistle v, She . . No arts essay’d, but not to be 
admir'd. 2848 Macaulay Hist. Eng. 1 1. 109 A youth whose 

t reat powers, first essayed in this conflict, etc. 2856 Mrs. 
towe Dred II. xxxiii. 326 The last boat was essayed, 
t b. with object clause. Obs. 

2483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 376/4 Willyam . . wold preue and 
essaye yf there were ony elacion . . in his corage. 2684 R. 
Berkeley in Evelyn Mem. (1857) III. 273 It would be soon 
essayed with Mr. Boyle’s pump, whether or no it may give 
such a vacuum as to preserve fruit. 

■f 2 . To test the composition of (an ore, metal, 
salt, etc.) by chemical means; = Assay 4. Obs. 

2692 Locke Leaver. Interest Wks. 1727 II. 94 Whether. . 
Goldsmiths . . will not take what is by the free Labour of 
the Mint ready essay’d and adjusted to their use. a 1704 
— (J. ), The standard in our mint being now settled, the 
rules and methods of essaying suited to it should remain 
unvariable, 1739 Joe Milled s Jests No. 207 The seven 
Golden Candlesticks were sent to be essay’d in the Tower. 
2816 Accum Ckem. Tests (1818J 93 The salt to be essayed is 
covered with sulphuric acid. 

+. 3 . To try by tasting; = Assay 5. Obs. 

2598 Yona Diana 164 If wormewood in his drinke he hath 
essaied. 

4 . To attempt ; to try to do, effect, accomplish, 
or make (anything difficult) ; *= Assay 16. 

1641 R. Brooke Eng. Episc. n. vi. 97 In our Gracious 
Kings Reigne, they have, .essay'd many Soule-Schismes. 
<r 1661 Fuller Worthies (2662; I. 129 He also, .directed the 
standers byto fetch him a great hollow-stone for a font, which 
sundry of his father’s servants essayed in vain. 1712 Black- 
more Creation 1. 14 While I this unexampled Task essay. 
2805 Worpsw. Waggoner 1. 99 And now the conqueror essays 
The long ascent of Dunmail-raise. 2876 Lowell Among 
my Bks. Ser. 11. (1873) 257 His method leads to most un- 
happy results when essayed by men to whom nature has 
denied a sense of what the picturesque really is. 1882 A. 
W. Ward Dickens vii. 213 He never even essayed the pic- 
ture of an artist devoted to art for her own sake, 
t b. To attempt to show ox prove. Obs. 

2656 [J. Serjeant] Xx. White's Peripat. Instit. 337 (title) 
A Theological! Appendix . . Wherein 'tis essay’d how sub- 
servient Philosophy is to Divinity. 2674 N. Fairfax Bulk, 
j Selv. 194 The worthy Doctor More has suprizingly 
essay’d the infinity or boundless manifoldness of worlds 
from the Head of Hghtsomness. 

5 . with inf. To set oneself, undertake, try (to do 
something). Also absol . ; = Assay 17. 

C2530 Hickscortier in Hazl. Dodsley I. 181 Therefore in 
thy conceit essay To axe God mercy. 2641 Milton Ch. 
Govt. Wks, 2738 I. 40 This I shall essay to prove, can be no 
other than that of Presbyters and Deacons, a 1762 Lady 
M. W. Montague Lett. I. xxxvii. 243 Apelles is said to 
have essayed, by a collection of the most exact features, to 
form a perfect face. 1781 Cowpek Table Talk , 182 Not 
Brindley nor Bridgewater would essay, To turn the course 
of Helicon that way. 2820 Scott Monast. vii, I will essay, 
reverend Father. 2879 M. Arnold Ess., Pr. Grit, on Goethe 
276 So dense is the cloud of error here that the lover of 
truth will hardly even essay to dissipate it. 

6. intr. To make an attempt. 

2725 M. Davies Ath. Brit. 1. 233 Doctor Bray has lately 
essay'd with a large scope towards a more Comprehensive 
Martyrologe. . 

Essayal (es^’al). [f. prec. + -AL.] Attempt, 
trial, 

1837 New Monthly Mag. LI. 186, I knew them [the roads] 
and could make essayal of at least one of them. 
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Essay er (es^sf). [f. Essay v. + -er.] 

1 . In various senses of the vb. ; = Assayer x, 2, 3. 
26x2 Cotgr., Credent ier, a Princes Taster, Essayer, Cup- 
bearer. 1663 Blair A utobiog. iii. (1848) 57 The long-rested 
land yielded such plentiful harvests that many followed the 
first essayers. 2870 J. Roskell in Eng. Mech. 18 Mar, 
647/2 The centre, which the essayer calls the eye. 

1 2 . One who * essays’ a certain form of com- 
position, or attempts to treat a certain subject ; 
in later use = Essayist. Obs. 

x 664 H. More Myst. Iniq. 353 As a late Essayer upon the 
Apocalyps imagines. 2711 Addison Spect. No. 68 Fa He 
[Tully] hath been followed by all the Essayers upon Friend- 
ship, that have written since his time. 1711 Dennis Rejl. on 
Pope's Essay on Criticism , He was, like this Essayer, a very 
indifferent poet. 2712 Hughes Sped. No. 525 P 3 The 
Essayers in Lampoon and Satyr. 

Essayette [f. Essay sb. + -ette.] A 

short essay. 

1877 C. Gibbon in Casquet Lit. I. 282/1 We take the 
following essayette. 2886 Tupper My Life as A uthor 160 
The book includes a hundred and thirty original fables, 
essayettes, anecdotes, tirades, songs, and musings. 1890 
Glasgow Herald 26 May 7/2 The eight or nine pages of Mr. 
Armstrong’s interesting essayette. 

E*ssayfy, v. [f. as prec. +-FY.] intr . To write 
essays. 

28x5 J. Gilchrist Labyrinth Demol. ix, I am essayfying 
or speechifying, .instead of prefacing. 

Essayieal (es^ ikal), a. Also essaical. [f. as 
prec. + -10 + -al.] Of the nature of an essay. 

x86o Dickens Lett. 25 Sept., Remarks, .a little too essayi- 
cal for this purpose. 1875 F. Arnold Otir Bps. § Deans I. 
21 The idea was that a sermon should be made brief, dry, 
essaical, moral or mystical. 

Essaying (esJi*ir)), vbl. sb. [f. Essay v.+ 
-jngL] The action of the vb. Essay; also concr. 
Also (nonce-use) the writing essays. 

x86x in Macm. Mag. IV. 43 It might have been much 
better, .if they had left essaying and reviewing alone. 1869 
Spectator 1 May 530/1 To . . watch the reception given to his 
essayings without throwing his own shadow on the page. 
2882 Spectator No. 2804 They are the presomnial essayings 
of a man who has to be up by times in the morning. 

Essaying, ppl a. [f. Essay v. + -ing 2 .] 
That essays or attempts. 

17x5-25 Pope Odyss. xxi. 445 From his essaying hand the 
string let fly. 

Essayist (e-s*d,if), [f. Essay sb. + -ish.] 

Of the nature of an essay. 

1863 Paton Wilson the Ornithologist 9 It is a fair speci- 
men of that essayish style ofletter writing which character- 
ised the epistles of Burns. 

Essayism (e-s^iiz’m). [f. as prec. + -ism.] 
a. The practice of writing essays, b. The quality 
that constitutes an ‘ essay’. 

1821 New Monthly Mag. II. 301 Cant is the epidemic of 
periodical essayism. 1822 Ibid.V. 241 My talents, .were. . 
frittered in periodical writing and common-place essayism. 
iS&q Sat. Rev. 24 Sept. 412 That mysterious literary essence 
known as essayism which pervades all literature. 

U About 1862 occas. used for: The theological 
doctrines taught in the book called Essays and 
Reviews. 

1862 Lit. Chttrchm. VIII. 4/1 A medium between Essayism 
and Evangelicism. Ibid. 458/1 If Essayism has been effec- 
tually rebuked. 

Essayist (e-s^ist). [f. Essay sb. and v. + 

- 1 ST.] 

1 . One who essays, one who makes trials or 
experiments. Const, of. Now fare. 

X736 in Bailey. 1794 Burke tr. Pref. Brissot's Address 
Wks. VII. 313 All the essayists and novices of revolution in 
2789, that Could be found, were promiscuously put to death. 
18x5 W. H. Ireland Scribbleomania 80 The panegyric may 
prompt such unfortunate essayists to consult the produc- 
tions of the personage so extolled. x868 Mrs. H. Wood 
Red Court Farm ix, The mistakes made by both essayists 
kept the platform in a roar. 

2 . A writer of essays. 

1609 B. Jonson Sil. Worn. n. iii, Meere Essaists ! a few 
loose sentences, and that’s all. a X774 Goldsm. Reverie 
<R.), I am not to have admittance as an essayist. 1792 
Boswell Johnson xB^x) L 211 A cessation, .of any exertion 
of his talents as an essayist. 1829 Macaulay Misc. Writ, 
(1860M. 311 The conclusion at which the essayist arrives. 
51884 J. W. Ebsworth in Roxb. Bad. il Pref. p. yiii, He was 
a brilliant historical Essayist. 

Essayistical (es^i'stikal), a. [f. prec. + -10 + 
-al.] Resembling the work of an essayist. 

1863 Scotsman 7 May, The Victoria Magazine.. a story- 
telling, essayistical. .miscellany. 

Essaykin (e*srikin). nonce-wd. [f. Essay sb. + 
-kin.] A little essay. 

2860 Thackeray Round. Papers 134 In these humble 
essaykins I have taken leave to egotize. 

Essaylet (e-s^let), [f. as prec. + -let.] - prec. 

2872 Temple Bar July 550 Literary sandwiches, tales, 
sketches and essay lets. 2874 Helps Sac. Press, xii. (1875) 
153 The essaylet, if I may so coin a word. 1886 Jml. Edu- 
cation x Sept. 378 This is a book of miscellaneous essaylets. 

Esscheker, obs. form of Exchequer. 
il Esse (e*s* ). [L. esse to be, inf. of sum, but 

used by the schoolmen as a sb.] 

1 . In med.L. phrase in esse , in actual existence ; 
opposed to in fosse , in potentiality. 

J59 2 Nobody $ Some-b. 1299 Like a king in Esse.. this 
night, Lets make a hostile uprore in the Court. 1597 Howson 
Serm. 31 Our spirituall preferments in esse and in posse. 


ESSENCE. 

2767 Blackstone Comm. II. 169 Some one, that may by 
common possibility, .be in esse at or before the particular 
estate determines. 2828 Cruise Digest VI. 29 All natural 
persons who are in esse at the time when a will is made, 
t 2 . Essence, essential nature. Obs. 

2642 Sir E. Dering Sp. on Relig , 14 Dec. v. 16 The very 
esse of every Synod doth subsist in a double foundation. 
2736 Bailey, Esse [in the school philosophy] is used in 
the same sense with essence ; principally for that which is 
actual, or actually existing. 

Esse, obs. var. Ask v, f Ease sb . ; also of is: see 
Be v. 

f Essed, essede. Obs. [ad. L. essed-um (a 
Gaulish word).] A kind of war-chariot used by 
the Gauls. 

2656-82 in Blount Glossogr. ; and in mod. Diets, 
t Essedary. Obs. [ad. L. esseddrius, f. essedum : 
see prec. and -ary.] A fighter in a (Gaulish) war- 
chariot. 

a 2470 Tiptoft Caesar iv. (1530) 4 Theyr essedaryes. .he 
men of arrays fighting uppon charyotts. 2656-82 in Blount 
Glossogr. 1775 in Ash. 

t Essee. Obs. Also 4 Essey, 7 Hessee, 4-6//. 
Esseis. [ad. L. Essse-i pi., Gr. ’E aaai-m. (The pi. 
Esseis is app. formed on L. pi. Esssei taken as a 
sing. ; Wyclif s Essey is prob. the L. plural misspelt. 
Cf. Epicukee.] -* Essene. 

c 1380 Wyclif Wks. (1880) 2 Pharisees, Saduces, and 
Esseis. — Set. Wks. II. 36 Essey, Saducey, and Pharisey, 
a 2570 Becon Christ’s Ckron. (1844' 546, The Essees . . not 
altogether unlike to monks in life. 2607 T. Rogers 39 Art. 
(18541 353 Of another mind were the Esseis. 2623 Purchas 
Pilgr., (1617) 147 Essees, Essens, or Hessees. 

■f Essetirme. Obs. rare. [? some compound of 
-ess, name of the letter S.] 

1600 Queen's Wardrobe in Nichols Progr. Q. Eliz. III. 510 
The sleeves, .garnished with a lace of Venice sylver, like 
essifirmes. Ibid. 51 1 Brodered upon with essefirmes and 
other knotts of seede pearle. 

•f E'SSel. Obs. rare— 1 , [a. OF. aissel, essel (now 
essieu) :—L. axiculus , dim. of axis axle-tree.] A 
beam or bar of wood or iron. 

c 2205 Lay. 18992 Vndo }?is 3aet essel ; f>e eorl is icumen 
here. 

t E’SSell. Obs. Also 6 esele. [ad. med.L. 
esula .] A sort of spurge. 

[14. .Alphii a tAnecd. Oxon.) 60 Esula quedam species est 
titimalli, gallice yesele.] 1527 L. Andrew Brunswyke's 
Distyl. Waters €t iij, Esula , essell. 1567 M aplet Gr. Forest 
41 b, Esele of some is taken for Eiebright ; this hath his leafe 
verie thinne and plaine. 

Essence (e’sens), sb. Also 4 in med.Lat. form 
essencia, 6 assence. [a. Fr. essence , ad. L. essen- 
tia, f. *essent-em, fictitious pr. pple. of esse to be, 
in imitation of Gr. ovaia being, f. 6 vt-, stem of 
pr. pple. of uvai to be. Cf. Pr. essentia, Sp. 
esencia , It. essenza.] 

•f 1 . Being, existence, viewed as a fact or as a 
property possessed by something. Obs. 

2576 Fleming Panop. Ep. 284 Nature hath not given 
unto men their essence and being, to be. .in idlenesse. .but 
. .still to bee doinge. 1579 Lyly Euphues (Arb.) 166 How 
canst thou abide his presence, that beleevedst not his es- 
sence? 2605 Sylvester Du Bart as 1. i.Argt. (1605-7) I. x 
World not eternall. . But of meere Nothing God it Essence 
gaue. 1622 Fletcher Sp. Curate iv, iv, I would resign my 
Essence, that he were As happy as my Love cou’d fashion 
him. a 3688 Cudworth Immui, Mor. (1731) 2 None of 
these things have in Nature any Essence of their own. 

1] b. The kind of being distinctive of animals ; 
animal life. Obs. rare— 1 . 

1633 Earl Manch. Al Mondo (1636) 35 Of creatures, the 
lowest ranke have no life, the next no essence, the third no 
reason ; none but man hath grace. 

2 . concr. Something that is; an existence, en- 
tity. Now restricted to spiritual or immaterial 
entities. 

1587 Golding De Momay iv. 43 Man is an essence sub- 
iect to time, place and accidents. 1602 Marston Antonio's 
Rev. iv. i. There is no essence mortal, That I can envie, 
but a j)lumpe cheekt foole. 2604 Shaks. Oth. iv. i. 16 Her 
honor is an Essence that’s not seene. 1643 Sir T. Browne 
Relig. Med . 1. § 31 Those noble essences in heaven beare a 
friendly regard unto their fellow nature on earth. 1667 
Milton /’. L. i. 138 All this mighty Host In horrible de- 
struction laid thus low, As far as Gods and Heav’nly Es- 
sences Can Perish. 2742 Young Nt. This.. 2303 Through 
radiant ranks of essences unknown. 2796 Burke Regie. 
Peace i. Wks. VIII. 79 Commonwealths are not physical 
but moral essences, 1824 W. Irving T. Trav. I. 72 Fan- 
ciful speculations on spiritual essences. 1833 Tennyson 
Poems 77 All nature widens upward : evermore The simpler 
essence lower lies. 1836 Emerson Nature, Spirit Wks. 
(Bohn) II. 166 Of that ineffable essence which we call Spirit, 
he that thinks most will say least. 2847 J. Wilson Chr. 
North (1857) I. 257 The immortal essence enshrined within. 

t b. 'Species of existent being’ (J.) ; an ele- 
ment Chiefly in phrase, fifth essence, transl. of 
L. quinta essentia : see Quintessence. 

The ‘fifth essence’ was a supposed substance distinct from 
the recognized four elements. What this fifth essence was, 
and where existing, was much disputed. Originally, it 
seems to have been the material of the starry heaven, as 
conceived by those_who hesitated to identify it with ‘fire’. 
Among the alchemists, it was usually supposed to be latent 
in all bodies, and to be capable of being extracted from 
them by distillation or some more recondite process ; many 
thought that alcohol was one of its forms. Others regarded 
the discovery of the * fifth essence ’ as one of the unrealized 


' ESSENCE. 

aims of science, and attributed to the hypothetical substance 
all sorts of miracle-working properties. Hence fifth essence 
or quintessence was used loosely in the various senses 

* highly refined extract or essence ’ and ■ universal remedy ’. 
1582 Hester tr. Phio savant t s Secretes m. liv, The 

Quintessence . . is an essence aboue the fower elements. 
0x626 Bacon « J->» Here be four of you, as differing as the 
four elements, .as for Eupolis. .he may be the fifth essence. 
1662 R. Mathew UnLAkh . 20 An Universal Medicine, or 
fifth Essence. 1817 Byron Manfred 1. i, Ye, who do com- 
pass earth about, and dwell In subtler essence. 1837 Whe- 
well Hist. Induct. .Sc. 11857) 1 - 4* There is some essence of 
body, different from those of the four elements, 
c. ‘Constituent substance’ (J.). 

1398 Trevisa Barth De P. R. 11. ii. (1495) 28 The essencia 
of angels is symple and vnmateryal, pure, dystyngt and dis- 
crete. 1599 Davies Nosce Teipsnm 10 The Elements con- 
spire, And to her [soul's] Essence each doth give a part. 
*667 Milton P. L. i. 425 Spirits . . Can either Sex assume, 
or both ; so soft And uncompounded is their Essence pure. 
x8ox Southey Thalaba in. i, Those Beings Through whose 
pure essence as through empty air The unaided eye would 
pass. 

f 3 . Specific being, manner of existing, ‘what 
a thing is ’ ; nature, character. Obs. 

c 1532 Dewes Introd. Fr. in Palsgr. 920 Thre thynges 
dothe cause the essence of whythnesse. 1588 Greene" Pan- 
dosto (1843) 20 The god ^Apollo, who by his devine essence 
knew al secrets. 1603 Shaks. Meas. for M. iu ii. 120 Man 
. . Most ignorant of what he’s most assured, His glassy 
essence. .Plays such fantastic tricks, etc. x6zo Melton 
Astrolog. 37 By the fourth House, you will iudge of the 
essence of the Child that is borne, how long it shall Hue, 
and how well. 1626 Bacon Sylva (1631) § 287 Eccho. .is a 
great Argument of the Spirituall Essence of Sounds. 1664 
Power Exp. Philos, iii. 184 The numerous Rabble that 
seem to have the Signatures of Man in their faces . . have 
nothing of the nobler part that should denominate their 
Essences. 

t b. By essence in Path . : idiopathically : cf. 
Essential i d. Opposed to by sympathy. Obs. 

X656 Ridgley Pract. Pkysick 74 The part that principally 
offends must be cured. If it be by essence, opening a Vein 
is good. Ibid. 185 It [head-ach] is either by essence or by 
sympathy with the stomach, etc. 

4 . ‘Substance’ in the metaphysical sense; the 
reality underlying phenomena ; absolute being. 

1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. 1. x. 38 The substraction of 
that essence, which substantially supporteth them. 1871 
R. H. Hutton Ess. II. 188 But belief in a universal essence 
gave no solidity to the order of the world. 

b. Theol. A synonym of ‘ substance ’, as de- 
noting that in respect of which the three persons 
in the Trinity are one. 

The L. essentia literally renders Gr. ovata, the technical 
word in this sense. The alternative rendering, substantia, 
substance, corresponds literally to Gr. tnro<rratm, which 
however in theological use meant not ‘substance’ but 

* person 

1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. 1. (1495) 6 Thise thre 
persones be not thre goddes, but one very god, one essence 
or one beyng. 1481 Caxton Myrr. hi. xii. 160 [Plato and 
Aristotle] fonde by their wysedom and connyng thre per- 
sones in one essence. 1538 Bale Thre Lames 37 AU-one 
with the sonne, and holy ghost in essence. 1532 Lyndesay 
Monarche iv. 6146 Augustyne sayis, he had leuer tak on 
hand To be in Hell, he seyng the assence Off God, nor be 
In Heuin, but his presence. 

5 . That by which anything subsists ; foundation 
of being. 

c 1585 A nsw. to Cartwright 35 Christ being the essence 
and life of the Church, 1591 Shaks. Two Gent. in. i. 182 
Shee [Siluia] is my essence, and I leaue to be ; If I be not 
by her faire influence F oster’d. 1793 Holcroft LavatePs 
Pkysiogn, iii, 25 There is a tranquil strength the essence of 
which is immobility. 1841 Myers Cath. Tk. m. § 6. 20 
Of Him who was The Truth — its author and its essence. 1884 
H. Jennings Phallicism iv. 41 The Hindoos holding Fire 
to be the essence of all active power in nature. 

+ 6. Essentiality, importance. Cf. OF. de grant 
essence (Godef.). 

1603 Bacon Adv. Learn. 11. xv. § 1 A matter of great use 
and Essence in studying. 1652 Shirley Brothers iv. 46 
Ther’s something Of Essence to my life, exacts my care. 

7 . That which constitutes the being of a thing ; 
that ‘ by which it is what it is’. In two different 
applications (distinguished by Locke as nominal 
essence and real essence respectively) : 

a. of a conceptual entity: The totality of the 
properties, constituent elements, etc., without which 
it would cease to be the same thing ; the indis- 
pensable and necessary attributes of a thing as 
opposed to those which it may have or not. Also, 
in narrower sense, those among the indispensable 
attributes which involve all the rest by logical 
consequence, and are sufficient for a valid defini- 
tion; the ‘ connotation of the class-name ’. 

0x600 Hooker (J.), Those things, which supernaturally 
appertain to the very essence of Christianity. 1610 Bp. 
Hall Apol. Brownists 20 [It] will proue but an appendance 
of an extemall forme, no part of the essence of a true 
Church. 1690 Locke Hum. Und. n. xxxii. The Essence 
of a Triangle, lies in a very little compass . . three Lines 
meeting at three Angles, make up that Essence. 17x4 J. 
Fortescue-Aland Pref. to Fortescue’s Abs. § Lim. Mon. 
6 We may exactly know the several Ideas that go to make 
each Law-term, and so their real Nature and Essence may 
be known. 1841 Myers Cath. Tk. in. § 39. 140 To con- 
found the transitory and special form with the characteristic 
and permanent essence. 1870 Bowen Logic iv. 74 Logic 
considers the Essence of a Concept to be the aggregate of 
its Marks., 
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b. of a real entity : Objective character, intrinsic 
nature as a ‘ thing-In-itself ’ ; ‘that internal con- 
stitution, on which all the sensible properties 
depend \ 

x 66 y H. More Dev. Dial. 1. xxiv. 93 I might believe its 
[a spirit’s] Existence, without meddling at all With its Es- 
sence. 1725 Watts Logic 1. vL § 2 In defining the Name 
there is no Necessity that we should be acquainted with 
the intimate Essence or Nature of the Thing. 1739 Hume 
Hum. Nat. I. Introd., The essence of the mind being 
equally unknown to us with that of external bod es. X777 
Priestley Matt. <$• Spir. (1782) I. xii. 139 In fact, we 
have no proper idea of any essence whatever. xSoS J. 
Webster Nat. Phil. 36 We clearly view the effects of at- 
traction . . but human ingenuity has not been able to fathom 
its principle or essence. 1856 Fbrrier Jnst. Metaph . ix. 
xi. 251 With the old philosophers the essence of things 
was precisely that part of them of which a clear conception 
could be formed. 

8 . loosely . The mo?t important indispensable 
quality or constituent element of anything; the 
specific difference. 

1656 tr. Hobbes' Elem. Philos. (1839) lx 7 The accident 
which denominates its subject, is commonly called the 
essence thereof. 1754 Chatham Lett. Nephew iv. 27 The 
essence of religion is, a heart void of offence towards God 
and man. 1841 4 Emerson Ess., Friendship Wks. (Bohn) 
I. 92 The essence of friendship is entireness. 1876 Freeman 
Norm. Conq . V. xxiv. 452 It is the essence of the modern 
Jury that they should . . give their verdict according to the 
evidence. 

9 . An extract obtained by distillation or otherwise 
from a plant, or from a medicinal, odoriferous or 
alimentary substance, and containing its character- 
istic properties in a concentrated form. In phar- 
macy chiefly applied to alcoholic solutions con- 
taining the volatile elements or ‘ essential oil ’ to 
which the perfume, flavour, or therapeutic virtues 
of the substance are due. Essence of Venus ~ 
Ens Veneris : see Ens 2 b. 

[This sense is common to all the Romanic langs., its 
general currency being prob. due to its use by Paracelsus. 
It is in part a development of 8, perh. suggested by the 
older fifth essence (see 2 b), which had assumed a nearly 
similar meaning.] 

1660 Boyle New Exp. Phys. Mech. xxv. 195 Very small 
Viols, such as Chymical Essences . . are wont to be kept in. 
1662 R. Mathew Uni. A Ich. 177 The true preparation of 
the Essence of Venus. 1744 Thomson Spring 509 Bees. . 
with inserted tube Suck its pure essence. 1838 T. Thomson 
Chem . Org. Bodies 459 It comes to us from the South of 
Europe under the name of essence of lemons. 1842 Barham 
Jngol. Leg., Babes in the Wood xv, Mind Johnny’s chil- 
blains are rubb’d Well with Whitehead’s best essence of 
mustard. 

b- fig- 

1798 Ferriar Illustr. Sterne, Eng. Historians 252 The 
essence of history . . is always apt to evaporate in the mo- 
ment of enjoyment. 1816 Byron Ch. Bar. hi. lxxviii. His 
love was passion’s essence. 1836 Marryat Midsk. Easy 
xxii, It was a perfect love-letter, that is to say, it was the 
essence of nonsense. 1841 Myers Cath. 7 'h. iil § 14. 53 
Truth cannot be given us in essence. 

10 . spec. A fragrant essence ; a perfume, scent. 
Somewhat arch. 

1627-77 Feltham Resolves 11. lxiii. 293 It sinks as essence 
does in cotton till all becomes a Fragrancy. 17x2-4 Pope 
Rape Lock 11. 94 To save the powder from too rude a gale, 
N or let th’ imprison’d essences exh ale. 1841 James Brigand 
xv, A toilet table covered with all the most costly essences 
and perfumes which could be procured from the four quar- 
ters of the globe. 1855 Tennyson Maud 1. xiii. His essences 
turn’d the live air side. 

fig. 1768 Sterne Sent Jour., Riddle Explained, Deli- 
cious essence ! how refreshing art thou [flattery] to nature ! 

XI. attrib. and Comb, (chiefly sense 10). 

1659 Boyle Exper. Spring of Air xxv. Wks. 1772 I. 59 
We prosecuted the experiment so long, without seeing 
any effect wrought upon the essence-bottles, that, etc. 
Ibid. Essence-glass. 1777 Sheridan Trip Scarb. iii. i, Thou 
essence-bottle, thou musk-cat ! 1886 Pall Mall G. 27 Aug. 
3/2 The essence-steeped fur of a glove. 

Essence (e*sens), v. [f. prec. sb.] tram. a. 
To pour like an essence (in quot. fgf b. To 
furnish or perfume with an essence. C. nonce-use. 
To compress the essence of (a book') into. 

a. 163S Quarles Embl. i. v. (1718) 22 Love essenc’d in 
the hearts of men. 

b. 1675 [see next]. 1735 Pope Donne Sat. iv. 232 [Ladies] 
Painted for sight, and essenced for the smell. X784 Cowper 
Task 11. 227 A girl, all essenced o’er With odours. 1823 
[see next]. 

C. 1888 Punch 1 Dec. 257/2 Diamonds Led is a three- 
volume novel essenced into five pages. 

Essenced (e-senst), ppl. a. [f. as prec. + -edL] 
Perfumed with ‘essences’, scented. 

1673 Wycherley Country Wife EpiL, You essenced boys, 
both old and young, Who would be thought so eager, brisk, 
and strong. 1698 Vanbrugh HZ sop v. i, An essenc’d Peruke, 
and a sweet handkerchief. 1823 Praed Poems, Troubadour, 
There were brooks of essenced waters. 

f Essencificate, v. Obs. [f. Essence sb. after 
the analogy of amplijicate, etc. Cf. Essentificate.] 
trans. To imbue with an essence. 

1637 G. Starkey Belmont's Vind. 321 These elixerated 
Oyls and essencificated Salts. 

t Essencify, v. Obs. rare — l . [f. Essence sb. 
+ -{l)FY.] trans. — prec. 

1707 Curios, in Hush. 4 Card. 330 Salt . . continuing always 
essencify’d with the same Qualities and Virtues, as the Plant 
from which it is extracted. 


ESSEHTIAI.. 

+ Esse*ncion. Obs. [f. Essence sb. + -ton 
? confused with ascension.] - Essence. 

7 a 1400 Chester PI. (Shaks. Soe.) I 8 The wbolle foode of 
paternite Is sette in my [God’s] essencion. 

t E*ssency. Obs. [ad. L. essentia : see Es- 
sence.] « Essence in various senses. Fifth es- 
sence ~ Quintessence. 

1460 70 Bk. Quintessence 1. 11 The science in ]>e extrac- 
cioun of |>e 5 essencie from blood, and tleisch, and eggis. 
1570 Levins Manip. 96 Essencie, essentia. 1647 H. More 
Song of Soul n. iii. m. xii, One steddy Good, centre 
of essencies. 1648 Royalist's Def. 114 The essency of a 
House of Parliament doth not consist meerty in the legall 
assembling of the Members. 

Essene (esj-n u Also 6 essen. [ad. L. Essen-t 
pi., a. Gr. ’Eoo-rjvoi ; presumably of Heb. or Ara- 
maic origin, but the etymology is disputed. See 
the 19 different suggestions in Ginsburg The Es- 
senes (1864) 2 7-30. J One of an ancient Jewish 
sect, characterized by certain mystical tenets and 
ascetic practices, and by a cenobitical life. 

1553 T. Wilson Rhet. 33 The Essens, of whom Josephus 
speaketh that thei wil neither haue wyfe nor servauntes. 
1587 Golding De Mornay xxv. 392 It wil not be amiss to 
rehearse this record of Porphyrius, yt the Religious sect of 
the Essens among y« Iewes. .made a profession of Prophe- 
sying. 1748 Hartley Observ. Man 11. iv.^go Many’’, as the 
Pharisees and Essenes, had recourse to this great Source of 
Comfort. 1841 ~4 Emerson Ess. Ser. 11. viu. 197 Why 80 
impatient to baptize them Essenes, or Port-Royalists, or 
Shakers. 

Hence Esscnian a., also 8 -ien, pertaining to, 
or resembling, the Essenes. Essenic, Essemical 
adjs., of the nature of Essenism. E'ssenism, a. 
the doctrine and practice of the Essenes ; b. a 
leaning to the doctrine of the Essenes. E-ssenize 
z\, to assert or favour the tenets of the Essenes ; 
also E*ssenizing ppl. a. 

1878 N. Amer. Rev. CXXVII. 496 The survivors . . were 
half Christian and Essenian. 1832 -4 De Quincey Caesars 
(1862) IX. p. ix. The two codes of practical doctrine — Chris- 
tian and Essenic. _ 1879 Farrar St. Paul II. 542 The Es- 
senic elements which were destined to ripen into Gnosticism. 
0x641 Bf. Mountagu 'Acts # A/o». 11642’, This Essenicall 
piety in observing the Sabbath. 1873 Lightfoot Comm. 
Col. (ed. 2) 419 The deliverance of the individual in the 
shipwreck of the whole.. was the plain watchword of Es- 
senism. 1882. Farrar Early Chr. II. 18 Critics have spoken 
of the Essenism and the Ebionism of the Epistle [of St. 
James]. 1875 Lightfoot Comm . Col. (1886) 352 Ewald.. 
points out. .an Essenizing Sibylline poem. 

Essential (ese-njal), a. and ' sb. Forms: 4-6 
essenciall^e, -yal(l, (4escencyalle, 6 assencial), 
6-7 essentiall, 6- essential. In B 2 also aphet. 
sensual, [ad. late L. essentidlis , f. essentia Es- 
sence: cf. Pr. essencial, Sp. esencial, It. essenzzale. ] 

A . adj. 

1 . In various senses related to Essence sb. 1-4. 

a. That is such by essence, or in the absolute 

or highest sense. 

1340 Ham pole Prose Tr. (1866) 16 pe souerayne and fie 
escencyalle joy es in fie lufe of Godd by hymselfe and for 
hym-selfe, and fie secundarye es in, etc. 18x7 Coleridge 
Biog. Lit. I. i. 22 The poem . . to which we return . . claims 
the name of essential poetry. 1877 Sparrow Semi. xv. 203 
As the love of God is essential happiness, sin, which is 
enmity to him, is essential misery, eternal misery. 

f b. Having existence, real, actual. Also, iden- 
tical with what now exists. Obs. 

1535 Act 27. Hen. VIII, c. 27 Monasteries .. which the 
kinges maiestie. .shall declare and Hmittee to continue and 
be in their assencial estate. Ibid. c. 28 § 3 As if the same 
monasteryes . . hadde contynued in ther essencyall bodyes 
and states that thei now be or were in. 1552 Bk. Com. 
Prayer, Communion, Anye reall and essenci all presence. 
0x635 Corbet Poems 62 Was his essential table full and 
free As boasts and invitations used to be ? 

t c. Relating to position in the scale of being. 
Obs. rare. 

1677 Hale Print. Orig. Man. 1. vi, 122 The production 
of Creatures of various degrees of essential perfection. 

+ d. Dependent on the intrinsic character or 
condition of anything, not on extraneous circum- 
stances. Of diseases: Idiopathic (cf. Essence 3 b). 
Essential merit (Theol.) «= ‘ merit of condignity’, 
the merit belonging to good works in propor- 
tion to their intrinsic excellence ; so Essential 
reward. 

1502 Ord. Crysten Men <W. de W. 1506' iv. iv. 172 He 
shall not be rewarded of meryte essencyall for those werkes 
done in deedly syrme.^ 13/69 tx* Fisher On Prayer D viij, 
Euerie merit, .whiche is recompensed by essentiall rewarde 
(as they call it) in heauen. 0x654 J- Webstf.r (Webster), 
Is it true, then, that thou art but a name, And no essential 
thing? 1875 Lyell "Prim, Geol. I. 1. iii. 28 Mountains are 
formed, he [Avicenna] says, some by essential, others by 
accidental causes. 1884 Syd. Soc. Lex., Essential disease, 
a disease complete in itself, and not depending on, or symp- 
tomatic of another. 

e. Essential debility , dignity (Astrol.) : see the 
sbs. 

f £ With descriptive sbs. : Thorough, entire. 

1604 Dekker Honest Wh. Wks. X873 II. 31 Oh he’s a 
most essentiall gentleman, coz. X721 Cibber Woman's Wit 
iii, Dear Ladies, your most essential humble Servant. 

2 . Of or pertaining to essence, specific being, 
or intrinsic nature. Essential difference (Logic) ; 


ESSENTIAL. 


ESSENTIEICAL, 


« 4 specific difference’, Differentia. Essential 
character : in scientific classiii cation, the marks 
which distinguish a species, genus, etc. from the 
others included with it in the next superior division. 
Essential proposition (Logic' : one which predi- 
cates of a subject something that is implied in its 
definition. + Essential name (Tneoi.) : see quot. 
1398. Essential form (Metaph.) : see Form. 

1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. 1. (1495) 7 The names 
signyfienge or betokenynge the dyuyne essence or beynge 
ben callid names essencialles, 1590 Marlowe 2 nd PL 
Tantburl. iv. ii, The essential forme of Marble stone, Tem- 
per’d by science metaphysical. 1594 Hooker Eccl. Pol, 1. 
ii. (1611) 4 In which essential! vnitie of God. 1605 Bacon 
Adv. Leant. 1. iv. § 8 Deceit or untruth, .doth destroy the 
essential form of knowledge, which is nothing but a re- 
presentation of truth. 1628 T. Spencer Logick 4 [The 
copula] signifies an essentiall attribution (that is) that, the 
latter part of the definition doth giue being vnto the former. 
1656 Beam hall Rep lie A, 3 Rationability. .is a substantial! 
part of a man, because it is a part of his definition or his 
essentiall difference. 1687 Death's Vis. vii. note < 1713' 6 
Essential Forms I say, rather than Substantial. 1736 
Butler Anal 1. iii. 63 Its [Virtue’s] having in the essen- 
tial nature of the thing a tendency to produce them 
{Superiority and Advantages]. 3:776 Withering Brit. 
Plants { 17961 I, 212 The nectary gives the essential cha- 
racter 1846 Mill Logic 1. vi. § 4 An essential proposition 
then, is one which is purely verbal. 1875 Jowett Plato 
fed. 2) I. 178 The desire to ascertain. .the essential nature 
of virtue. 

3 . Constituting, or forming part of, the essence 
of anything ; belonging to a thing by virtue of its 
essence ; necessarily implied in its definition ; in- 
dispensably entering into its composition. 

1546 Langley Pol. Verg.De Invent, iv. i. 82 His only begot- 
ten son equal to him in essential power. 1596 Spenser Hymn 
Heav. Beauty x\ i, Those essentiall parts of his, His truth, 
his love, Jiis wisedome, and his blis. 1661 Bramhall Just 
Vtttd. vii. 225 By the Law of Nature as an essential right 
of Soveraignty. 1690 Locke Hum. Und. iii. vi. 11693) 246 
The thought of any thing essential to any of them, instantly 
vanishes. 1705 Stanhope Paraphr. I. 54 The Glory of 
God is so exquisite in itself and so Essential to Him, that, 
etc. 1862 Sir B. Brodie Psyckol. Inq. II. i. 9 The desire 
of reputation . . is an essential part of human nature^ 1878 
Tait & Stewart Unseen Univ. x. 23 In the essential im- 
mortality of the soul. 

b. Affecting the essence of anything ; 4 mate- 
rial’, important. 

1770 Junius Lett. xli. 209 You have done essential service 
to the cause. 1781 Gibbon Decl. 4* F. III. 44 The piercing 
eye of the founder of the republic must have discerned two 
essential imperfections. 1794 Burke Rep. Lords’ Jmls. 
Wks. 1842 II. 617 To have adopted the civil law with no 
very essential variation. 1871 Blackie Four Phases 1. 142 
It is not in the nature of things that a better man should 
receive essential harm from a worse. 

4 . Absolutely necessary, indispensably requisite. 

Essential vows : the three vows (of chastity, poverty, and 

obedience) indispensable to the monastic life. 

1526 PUgr. Per/. (W. de W. i 53I ) 151 b, The lyfe of re- 
ligyous persones, that professeth the thre essencyall vowes. 
1612 Bp. Hall Pref to Brinsley's Lud. Lit, , Those sciences 
which are so Essentiall to the Spirituall house of God. 1662 
Gerbier Princ. 4 The first and essential point of Building, 
(to wit. Solidity with Ornament and Conveniency). 171a 
Addison Sped. No. 279 T 8 That serious Air which seems 
essential to the Magnificence of an Epic Poem. 1807 
T. Thomson Chem, (ed. 3) II. 85 Silica .. is an essential 
ingredient in mortar.^ 1858 Buckle Civiliz. (1873) II. viii. 
425 Propositions which I hold to be most essential for a 
right understanding of history. 1874 Micklethwaite Mod. 
Par. Churches 223 The essential quality of a monument is 
permanence. 

b. Music. Essential chord \ in early use — corn- 
mon chord ; in later use = Fundamental, opp. to 
accidental (see quot 1806). Essential harmony 
(see quot. 1851). Essential notes', the 1st, 3rd, 
and 5th notes of a chord. Essential sharps and 
fiats (see quot. 1806). 

4721 A. Malcolm Treat. Mus., Of the natural Notes of 
every Mode or Octaue, Three go under the Name of the 
essential Notes, in a peculiar Manner, viz. the Fundamental, 
the 3 d, and 5th. . 1806 Calcott Mus. Gram. (1817) 55 
Sharps or flats., which occur in the course of the Movement 
. . are termed accidental, to distinguish them from those of 
the Signature, which are essential to the Scale of the original 
key note. Ibid. 202 His [Kirnberger's] arrangement of 
Chords, into essential and accidental. 1851 Warner tr. 
WebeVs Tit. Composition 258 There are only certain par- 
ticular harmonies, which belong to any one particular key , . 
These are called the Essential harmonies of the key. 1880 
Grove Diet. Mus. I. 679/1 s.v, Harmony, The use of pre- 
liminary notes a semitone above or below any note of an 
essential chord. 

5 . That is of the nature of, or resembles, an 
essence or extract (see Essence 10) ; that is in 
a state of essence. 

. French Distill, v. (1651) n 3 This Spirit contains in 
at.. essentiall Sulphur. 1673 Grew Anat. Plants 11. i. v. 
§ 16 In the Vessels, a more Essential Liquor, .in the Fibres 
a more simple and Essential Aer. 1751 Johnson Rambler 
No. 120 ip 2 They filled his apartments with alexipharmics, 
restoratives, and essential virtues. 1832 Wordsw. Devot. 
Incitements , From humble violet — modest thyme— Exhaled, 
the essential odours climb. 

fio. Essential oil , a volatile oil, obtained by dis- 
tillation, and marked by the characteristic odour 
of the plant or substance from which it is extracted ; 
as the oil of laurel, oil of turpentine, etc. Now 
•often as a synonym of 4 volatile oil \ 
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2674 Grew Anat. Plants Lect. i. (1682) 237 Having .. 
made mention of the preparation of Essential Oyls. 2732 
Berkeley Alciphr. vi. § 14 The soul of any plant,, is 
neither more nor less than its essential oil. 2813 Sir H, 
Davy Agric. Chem. (1814) 102 Volatile oil, likewise called 
essential oil, differs from fixed oil, in being capable of 
evaporation by a much lower degree of heat. 2859 Gullick 
& Timbs Paint. 208 The Volatile or Essential Oils are 
destitute of the strength .of the fixed oils. 2867 J. Hogg 
Microsc, 1. iii. 205 Sections of woods v containing gum, 
resin, etc., should be soaked in essential oil, alcohol, or 
ether. 

t c. Essential salt (see quot.). Obs. 

1725 in Kersey. 1728 Quincy Compl. Disp. 9 The essen- 
tial salt is that which is obtain’d by Chrystallization from 
the Juices of Plants. 2800 tr. Lagraoigc's Chejn. II. 181 
What the first chemists called, in general, the Essential 
Salts of Vegetables. 

6. quasi-adz'. — Essentially. 

1827 Pou.ok Co?/rse T. x, His face with clouds Of glory 
circled round, essential bright. 

B. sb. 

*t 1 . What exists ; existence, being. Obs. 

2667 Milton P.L.u. 93 His utmost ire. .Will, .quite con- 
sume us, and reduce To nothing this essential. 

2 . Something belonging to the essence of a 
thing; an indispensable element or adjunct ; also, 
in weaker sense, a chief or leading point. Orig. 
only in pi . ; in later use, occas. sing. fb. pi. = 
Essential vows ; see A 4. 

2313 Bradshaw St. Werburge 2372 Euer after to obserue 
the essencyals thre. Ibid. 1913 The sensuals thre. _ a 16x9 
Fotherby Atheom. 1. iv. § 3/1622) 23 Vowes, and invoca- 
tions, and other the Essentials of religion. 2730 Harris 
Hermes Wks. ( 1841) 167 These matters .. being rather among 
the elegancies, than the essentials of language. 1793 Smea- 
ton Edystone A. § 266 If. .all our essentials had duly per- 
formed their duties, we could have reaped little advantage 
from them, 1815 Scott Guy M. xxxiii, * Well, well said 
Glossin, ‘ no occasion to be particular, tell the essentials’. 
1848 Mill Pol. Econ. 1. vii. § 1 Natural motive powers, .are 
a help, but not an essential of production. 1850 Mrs. Jame- 
son Leg. Monast. Ord. ( 1863} 230 The distinction between 
the Franciscans and Dominicans lay not in essentials, but 
merely in point of discipline. 1860-2 Flo. Nightingale 
Nursing ii. 7 The first essential to the patient, without 
which all the rest, .is as nothing. 1873 H. Spencer Study 
Social, v. iii A tendency, .to be blinded by exterior trivial- 
ities to interior essentials. 

f 3 . pi. Inmost nature ; 4 vitals Obs. rare. 

<22726 South (J. , The plague of sin has even altered his 
nature, and eaten into his very essentials. 

tEsse ntialist. Obs. [f. prec. + -ist.] The 
name given to a Nonjuror who held that the 
‘usages’ which were omitted from the Second 
Prayer-book of Edward VI were 4 essential ’. 

2719 {title), A (Dialogue in Vindication of our present 
Liturgy and Service ; between Timothy a Churchman and 
Thomas an Essen tialist. 

Essentiality (esemjiiaertfti). ff. as prec. + 

-ITT.] 

1 . The quality or fact of being essential. 

1640 Goodwin Justifying Faith 1. i. (R.>, The substantial- 
ness and essentiality of a promise relates to the actual 
execution of it. 2646 S altmarsh Some Drops ii. 32 The 
onenesse, Entirenesse, indivisibility and essentiality of the 
Truth. 1874 Carpenter Ment. Phys. 1. viii. (1879) 351 
There are many upon whom the essentiality of Intellectual 
and Moral discipline will, .impress itself. 

2 . Essential character or nature ; essence. 

1616 R. C. Times' IVhis. 1. 122 The mistery Of searching 
his [God's] essentialitie. 2647 Jer. Taylor Dissnas. Popery 
n. 1. § 4 (R.) This faith is perfected, as to the essentiality of 
it, in the death and resurrection of Christ. 1683 Pordage 
Myst. Div. 79 Love’s Eternal Essentiality is that out of 
which all pure simplified Spirits were brought forth. 1866 
Carlyle Edw. Irving Misc. (1881; I. 229 This 4 noble lady ' 
was in essentiality an artist. 

3 . An essential quality (rare ) ; also pi. essential 
points or elements ; essentials. Cf. Essential B. 2. 

1649 J. Eccleston tr. Bekmen's Epist. 1. 9 This essen- 
tiality is called Sophia, being the essentiall wisedome, or 
the body of Christ. 2710 Swift in Examiner No. 32 ir 3 
The French .. whose essentialities are generally so very 
superficial. 2821 Blackw. Mag. X. 322 When priests . . 
shall forget the solemn essentialities of their office. 1858 
Carlyle Fredk. Gt. II. ix. iii. 425 In all the essentialities 
of it, there had not been, .the least flaw. 

t Esse’ntialize, v- In 7 essentialise. [f. as 
prec. + -iZE.jj trans. To make essential ; to give 
essence or being to. 

1669 Gale tr. Plato in Crt. Gentiles i. iti. iii. 325 The 
Divine Opificer, by whose . . effective word, al things were 
essentializ'd. 

Hence Essemtializer. 

1669 Gale Crt. Gentiles 1, m. iii. 320 The first fabricator, 
perfector, essentialiser of Beings or he that gives Essence 
to Beings. 

Essentially (ese*njali), adv. [f. as prec. + 
-lyA] In an essential manner. 

1 . fig. In essence; with respect to essence; as 
an essential attribute or constituent. 

1398 Trevisa Barth . De P. R. iii. xiv. (1495) 58 A royjte 
of y‘ soule essenciably [? read essencialli] yeue to werke and 
doo his dedes in y ■ body. 2534 More A nsw. Poysoned Bk. 
Wks. 1121/1 The glory of his godhed is, to be present and to 
fill al places at ones assencially. 2597 Hooker Eccl Pol. 
v. lx viii (1611) 367 They define not the Church by what the 
Church essentially is. <22631 Donne Serm. L (1634) 7 To 
see that God essentially and face to face, a 1680 Glanvill 
(J ,),Body and spirit are essentially divided, though not locally 


distant, 2725 De Foe Fam. Instruct, j,i. (1841V I 20 Jesus 
Christ is essentially God, though in a second person. 2835 
Foster in Life <fj* Corr. (1846) II. 301 Principles which are 
essentially inherent in your institution. 

f b. On the ground of (one s) actual nature. 

2593 Shaks. 2 Hen. VI, v. ii. 39 He that loues himselfe, 
Hath not essentially, but by circumstance The name of 
Valour. 2624 Gataker Transubst. 4 In like manner is the 
bread said to be the Body of Christ .. not really or essen- 
tially, but typically and sacramentally, 
t e. In iact, really. Obs. 

' 2602 Shaks. Ham. hi; iv. 187 That I essentially am not 
in madnesse, But mad in craft. 

d. In respect of the essential points, materially, 
substantially. 

1774 Burke Corr. (1844) I. 483 My opinion . . does not .. 
essentially differ from that of your lordship. 2823 Lamb 
Elia Ser. ii. xxiv. 1865)405 A form of words — literally false, 
but essentially deceiving no one. 2856 Kane Arct. Expl. 

I xxiii. 304 Its food is essentially marine, the acalephse, etc. 
1875 Bryce Holy Rom, Emp. v. «ed. 5) 56 The impression 
which the three narratives leave is essentially the same, 
2879 J. Timbs in Cassell’s Techn . Educ, IV. 7/1 She [£. e. 
a steamship] was, as a whole, essentially completed. 

©. In the proper or essential function. 

2609 Dowland Ornitlt, Microl. 51 Rests are placed in 
songs after three manners . . Essentially when they betoken 
silence. 

2 . a. Indispensably. 

1757 Footf. Author 1, I believe her Brother’s consent 
essentially necessary. 1822 Wellington in Gurw. Disp, 
IX. 122 Some supplies essentially necessary to both armies, 
b. In a marked or eminent degree; eminently. 
2593 Drayton Past. Eclog. viii. (R.), None are so essen- 
tially high As those that on her [Wisdom’s] bounty do rely, 
2713 Addison in Guardian No. 3 F4 Knowledge .. truly 
and essentially raises one man above another. 2869 Mem, 
J. Grey too That blessed union.. has contributed so essen- 
tially to the. .prosperity of both countries. 

Essentialness (ese-njalnes). [f. as prec. + 
-ness.] The quality or fact of being essential. 

2640 Ld. Digby Sp. cone. Trim. Pari, 12 The Essentialnes 
Sir of frequent Parliaments to the happinesse of this King- 
dome, a 1699 Bonnell in W. Hamilton Life n. (1703) 175 
Each endeavouring .. to pretend them to be of more Essen- 
tialness and Weight in Religion, than indeed they are. 2736 
in Bailey. 1854 Ruskin Lect. Archit . Add. 120 A confusion 
of the idea of essentialness, .with the idea of nobleness. 

t Esse’ntiate, ppl a. Obs. [as if ad. L. *cs - 
sentidt-us ; see next.] = Essentiated. In quot. sb. 

2630 G. Widdowes Schysmat. Puritan A iij b, The 
scriptures deduceable sence in Essentials, Essentiates, Effi- 
cients, B'inals, Subjects, Effects, and their Modalities, 
confounds this Professor. 

t Esse*ntiate, V, Obs. Pa. pple. in 6 essen- 
tiate. [f. as if on L. ^essential - ppl. stem of *cs~ 
sentidre, f. essentia', see Essence.] 

1 . trans. To make into an essence or being; to 
form or constitute the essence or being of. 

2561 T. Norton Calvin’s Inst. 1. 39 For whosoeuer sayth 
that the Sonn was essentiate or made to be of his Father, 
denieth that he is of himself. 1647 Saltmarsh Sparkl. 
Glory (1847) 66 That which forms, essentiates, or constitutes 
the true Christian, is the Spirit of Jesus Christ. 1680 Baxter 
Answ, Stilling fi. 8 A Church as well as a Kingdom, is 
essentiated by a pars regens, and pars subdita . 2687 

Death's Vis. Pref. 4 Those turns of Fancy and Wit, that 
almost Essentiate a Poem. 

b. To essentiate together ; to unite in essence; 
to make into one essence or being. 

1593 Naske Christ’s T. 9 b, What is a man, if the parts 
of his body be disparted, and not incorporated and essen- 
tiate together ? 

2 . intr. To become essence ; to be assimilated 
or converted into a being or body, 

*599 F* JoNSON Ev. Man out of Hum. v. iv, What comes 
nearest the nature of that it feeds, converts quicker to 
nourishment, and doth sooner essentiate. 

3 . trans. To refine into an ‘essence’ or subtle 
extract. (See Essentiated///. a.) 

Hence Esse'ntiated ppl. a. Esse'ntiating vbl. 
sb. and ppl. a. Essemtiator, he that ‘essentiates’. 

2656 H. More Antid. Atk. (1662) 14 A rabble of Self- 
essentiated and divided Deities. 2675 Evelyn Terra 
(1778) 170 Essentiated Spirits . . are as pernicious to them 
[plants] as brandy and hot waters to men, 2736 Bailey, 
Essentiated, made or brought into essences, or essential 
spirits. 1635 Montague in Hammond’s Wks. (1684) II. 
701 If it were simply necessary to the essen dating of a 
church. 2681 Baxter Acc. Sherlocke v. 204 A Constitutive 
Cause in the common sense of Logicians, signifieth the 
Essen dating Cause,. 2689 in 6th Coll. Papers Pres \ Af- 
fairs 25 One Corporation made up of three Constituent 
Essentiating Parts, King, Lords and Commons. 2562 T. 
Norton Calvin’s Inst. 1. 38 That he [the Father] is the 
onely essentiator or maker of the essence. 2677 Gale Crt. 
Gentiles II. iv. 249 He who is the first independent Es- 
sence and Essentiator of althings can be but one. 
t Essentie. Obs. rare [ad. L. essential 
= Essence. Essenoy. 

1552 Huloet, Essentye or substance compacted of matter 
and shape. 

t Essenti fical, a. Obs. [f. L, essenti-a being 
or essence + -fic + -al (after mod.L. essentificu$).\ 
F orming or producing the essence of a thing. 

*656 [J. Serjeant] tr. White’s Peripat. Instil. 210 Now, 
natural! Things are naturall parts of the world, unerringly 
flowing from the Essentifieall Idea's. 1662 J. Chandler 
Van Helmonfs Oriat. 144 Although the formall light doth 
shine ; yet its act is not terminated in shining, but m an es- 
sentificall thingliness. 


ESSE3STTIFICATE, 
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ESTABLISH, 


+ Essenti*£cate, v. Obs. [f. as prec. + -ate 3 . 
Cf. essencificate .] trans. To make into an essence. 
Hence Essenti'ficated ppl. a . 

1660 tr. Paracelsus' Archidoxis i. v. 74 Take Mercurie 
Essentificated, the which separate from all its Superfluities. 
1736 in Bailey. 1775 in Ash. 

tEssera, Path . Obs. Also 8 essere, -rs. 
[med.L. essera, essere , ad. Arab. fjL, \ff> shard , 
with the art. ash-shard : see Avicenna Canon 
iv. iii. cap. 13 in the orig. and in the Lat. version 
of 1483. Cf. Ft. essbre) ‘Old term for a cuta- 
neous eruption attacking the face and hands, re- 
sembling that caused by the sting of nettles, but 
the spots not elevated, and usually unattended by 
fever ’ (Syd. Soc. Lex) ; a variety of nettle-rash. 

1706 Phillips, Essere. 1721-1800 Bailey, Essers. 1744 
Mitchelv Colours of People in Phil. Trans. XLIII. 108 Cu- 
taneous Diseases, as the Itch, prickly Heat or Essere. 1782 
W, Heberden Comm. iii. (1806) 14 The attacks of the essera 
or nettle-rash. 1811 in Hooper Med. Diet. 2847 in Craig ; 
and in mod. Diets. 

Essew, obs. form of Issue. 

Essex (e*seks). The name of an English 
county, occurring attrib. in Essex calf, properly a 
calf reared in Essex, but often used as a con- 
temptuous designation for the natives of that county. 
Hence, punningly, f Es sex-growth, growth in the 
* calf’ of the leg. Hence + Essexed a. 

1639 Lady Alimony v. v. in Hazl. Dodsley XIV. 361 You 
would wish that his puny baker-legs had more Essex growth 
[/. e. more calf] in them. 1630 J. Taylor (Water P. 1 IVks. 
n. 165 A goed Legge is a great grace if it he discreetly 
essex’d in the calfe, and not too much spindled in the 
small. 

Essign, obs. form of Assign. 

Essoin, essoign (esoim), sb. Law . Forms : 
4-7 essoyn(e, 4 essonie, Sc. essoine, 5 esson, 
6-9 essoin©, 7-8 essoign(e, 7 (Sc,) essonsie, 6- 
essoin, 7- essoign. See also Assoin sb. [a. OF. 
essone , essonie , essoine , essoigne , essoyne (mod.F. 
exoine ), vbl. sb. f. essoigiier : see next.] 

1 . Law. The allegation of an excuse for non- 
appearance in court at the appointed time ; the 
excuse itself. Also in phrases To cast , made, chal- 
lenge essoin. Day of essoin : the day when excuses 
were received, the first day of term. 

Essoins were admitted on various grounds, pilgrimage, 
the king’s service, illness, etc. The practice is now ob- 
solete. 

C1330 R. Brunne Ckron. (1810) 240 pat non eft mad 
essoyn, J?e kynges right to clame. Ibid. 291, I may not 
cast essoyn, hot felow my somons. 1483 Act 1 Rich. Iff, 
c. 3 § 1 Non esson or proteccion be allowed in any suche 
accion. 1514 Fitzherb. Just. Peas (1538) 89 b, No pro- 
tection, essoyne, nor wager of lawe to be allowed. x6ia 
Drayton Poly-olb. xvii. Notes 270 The xl daies in the es- 
soine of child-birth allowed by the Norman customs. 1620 
J. Wilkinson Hundred Crt. 169 Whosoever will cast any 
essoine in these courts, he must come at the beginning of 
the court. 1702 Royal Proclam. 29 Mar. in Lond. Gaz. 
No. 3797/2 The First Day of the said Quindena Pascha, 
commonly called the Day of Essoigns. 1713 Swift Cade- 
nus <§• Van. Wks. 1824 XIV. 475 But, with . . Demur, im- 
parlance, and essoigne The parties ne’er could issue join. 
« x 734 North Ld. Guildford in Ld. Campbell Chancellors 
(1857) IV. xciv. 284 He reasoned the country people out of 
their pence for essoines. 1885 L. O. Pike Year-bks . 12 & 13 
Edw. IIJy Introd. 31 The essoin was fraudulently cast with- 
out his knowledge. 

b. Clerk of the essoins : * an officer of the Com- 
mon Pleas, who keeps the Essoin-rolls, delivers 
them to every officer, and receives them again 
when they are written* (Phillips 1678-1706). 

1657 Howell Londinop. 368 The Officers of this Court 
[Common Pleas] are many ; viz. Gustos Brevium , three Pro- 
tonotaries, Clerk of the Essoins [etc.]. 1678-1706 in Phillips. 
1721-1800 in Bailey ; and in mod. Diets. 

2 , In general. An excuse, exemption, making of 
conditions, parleying, delay ; also in phr. with- 
out essoin. 

c 1330 R. Brunne Ckron. (1810) 136 He gaf a pousand 
mark, withouten essoyne. C1375 Sc, Leg. Saints, Julian 
181 To fynd sume essonie for-quhy pai mycht frely pase 
forby. c 1470 Harding Ckron. ccxxvl ii, The duke then of 
Burgoyn, Kepte Fraunce full well without any essoyn. 
1590 Spenser F. Q. i. iv. 20 From everie worke he chalenged 
essoyne, For contemplation sake. 

% 3 . The alleged sense < one who is excused * 
( — Essoinee) is app. due to a misunderstanding, 
Cowell’s explanation of AF. essonii having been 
taken by later lexicographers as referring to essoin. 

(If the sense were authenticated, the word as so used 
would be a distinct sb., repr. AF. essoini, as Assign sb. 2 
represents AF. assign#.) 

1607 Cowell Interpr., Essoine (Essonium) cometh of the 
French Essonii or exonnti .i. eausarius miles , he that hath 
his presence forborne or excused vpon any iust cause . , It 
sigmfieth in our common lawe an alledgement of an excuse. 

4 . Comb, essoin-day (see quot.) ; essoin-roll, 
the list containing the names of the essoinees. 

1679 Trials of White, etc. 8 Monday is the Essoign Day. 
1765-9 Blackstone Comm. in. xviii. (17831 278 Thereon the 
Court sits to take essoigns. .wherefore this is usually called 
the essoign day of the term. 1848 Wharton Law Lex. s.v.. 
Formerly the first general return day of the term was called 
essoign day, because the court sat to receive essoigns. 


Essoin (esoi*n>, v. Law . Forms: 5-7 essoyne, 
6-8 essoign(e, 6-7 essoine, 7 (Sc.) essonyie, 
-zie, 7- essoin. See also Assoin v. [a. OF. 
essoign ter, essoinier , essoyner , f. essoyne med.L. 
ex-sonidre, f. ex out + sonia, sunnis lawful excuse, 
f. OHG. sienna , sunnia , corresp. to OS. sunnea 
doubtfully explained as * want, lack ON. syn 
refusal, denial; the OTeut type coincides in form 
with that of Goth, sunja truth ; the OHG. sense 
must have existed in Goth., which has the derived 
vb. sunjdn to excuse.] 

1 . trans. To offer an excuse for the non-appear- 
ance of (a person) in court ; to excuse for absence. 
Also, To essoin one's attendance . 

1495 Act xx Hen. VII , c. 5 The defendaunt . .be not es- 
soyned.^ 1607 Cowell Interpr. s.ik. The causes that seme 
to Essoine any man summoned be diuers and infinite: yet 
drawne to flue heads. 1609 Skene tr. Acts Will. (an. 1165) 
c. 26 § 1. 7 Gif ane man is esson yied at the fourt day, be 
reason of seiknes . . or being begond Forth : he sail have 
respit, or ane continuation of fourtie days. 164a Perkins 
Prof. Bk. xi. 332 The PlaintifFe is essoined so that I cannot 
answer unto him. 1651 tr. Kitckin's Courts Leet 272 The 
Tenant was Essoyned and at the day made default. 1738 
Hist. Crt. Excheq. ii. 23 They might excuse or essoign their 
Attendance, and attend by Deputy. 18S5 L. O. Pike 
Year-bks. 12 # 13 Edw. Ill, Introd. 30 The tenant, .caused 
himself to be essoined. 

2 . To accept an excuse from, let off (a person). 

1620 Quarles Jonah Div. Poems (1717} 30 Away with 

wings of time, (I'll not essoin thee). 

Essoinee (esobnr). Law. [a. AF. essoignie 
(Britton), pa. pple. of essoignier : see Essoin v.] 
A person excused for non-appearance in court. 

[1607 See Essoin sb. 3.] 1642 W. Bird Mag. Honor 162 It 
shall rest upon the credit and integrity of the Essoinee. 
1865 Nichols Britton II. 351 If the essoinee does not., 
appear to warrant the essoiner. 

Essoiner (esornsj). Also 7 (Sc.) essonyier, 
-zier. [ad. AF. essoigniour (Britton), f. essoignier : 
see Essoin vi] One who essoins ; one who offers 
an excuse for the absence of another. 

1609 Skene Reg. Maj. mb, It behoues the essonzier to 
name his awin name, and the name of him that is essonzied. 
1651 tr. Kitckin's Courts Baron 374 The Name of the 
Essoyner shall be put in. 1671 F. Phillips Reg. Necess. 
39 7 An Essoin de Service le Roy was challenged, for that the 
Essoiner was under age. 1889 Univ. Rev. Nov. 436 In the 
High Court of Night Be thou essoiner for us unto Death. 

Essoinment (esoinment). [f. Essoin v. 4 
-ment.] The action of essoining. 

t Esso'me, v. Obs. rare — l . [a. OF. essome-r, 
var. of asomer (mod.F. assommer) to knock down.] 
trans. To confound, confuse. 

1660 Burney Ke'pS. Awpov (1661) 99 Mahumetane juglings, 
to essome their spectators in this lower world. 

t Essome’aic, a. Obs. rare. [f. Gr. icrcrSfxfv-os, 
fut. pple. of € bat to be 4 -ic.] (See quot.) 

1771 P. Parsons Newmarket I. 123 Another kind of mirror 
' . . the Essomenic . . which has the singular power of repre- 
senting things and persons in future times. Ibid. 124 It 
has all the qualitiesof the other two kinds, but the Esso- 
menic is peculiar to itself. 

Essonite, var. of Hessonite, cinnamon-stone. 

1820 R. Jameson Min . 1 . 162^ Cinnamon stone . . Essonite, 
1884 Dana Min. 2 66 Essonite included a cinnamon colored 
variety from Ceylon. 

Esssse, obs. form of Ashes. 

Essue, obs. form of Issue. 

Essurine, var. form of Esurine. 

Essuy ance. Also assuyance. [as if a. F. 
^essuyance f. essuyer to wipe.] (See quot.) 

1646 Buck Rich. Ill , 1. 27 Holding a Cloth of Plaisance (or 
rather of Essuyance) for her [the Queen’s] Cup. Ibid. j. 157 
Cloth of assuyance, Towel or napkin that wait on the cup. 

Est, dial, form of Nest ; cf. adder for nadder. 

Est, obs. var. of East. 

Est, var. of Este, Obs., delight, favour. 

-est, suffix, forming the superl. deg. of adjs. and 
advbs., represents two forms originally distinct: 

(1) OE. -ost~, - ust -, -ast-, corresp. to OFris., ON. 
-ast-, OS., OHG,, Goth. - 6 st- : — OT eut. -Ssto - ; 

(2) OE. -est-, -st-, with umlaut, corresp. to OFris., 
OS,, OHG., Goth, -isto- OTeut. -isto-. These 
OTeut. suffixes are combinations of the two com- 
parative suffixes - 6 z~, - iz - with O Aryan -to - ; similar 
formations in other Aryan langs. are Gr. - i<rro- f Skr. 
ishtha-. In OE. the two suffixes Were already con- 
fused, so that -ost- occasionally appears with umlaut 
of the root- vo wel, and conversely - est - without um- 
laut ; a few umlaut forms survived into early ME., 
as lengeste longest; the only examples now re- 
maining are best , eldest. In OE. (as in Gothic) the 
suffix -isto- was added to the stems of certain older 
superlatives formed with the suffix -m - ; the re- 
sulting OE. ending -mest- was in later Eng. con- 
fused with the adv. most : cf. forma, fyrmest, fore- 
most ; innema, innemest, inmost : see - most. (For 
the relation in historical and present usage be- 

I tween the inflexional comparison in -er, -est, and 
the periphrastic comparison with the advbs. more, 
| most : see -eb 3 .) 


t Esta’ble, V. Obs. Also 6 astahl«, -bill, 
etabill. [ad. F. establ-ir (mod.F. etdbiir) = Pr. 
establir, stablir. It. stabilire :—L. stabillre, f. sta* 
bilis Stable a. See also Stable v.) trans. — 
Establish in various senses. To make stable; to 
settle, fix permanently ; to secure, confirm ; to de- 
cree ; to make steady, support, calm (the mind). 

[1377 Langl. P. PL B. 1. 120 God of his goodnesse gap 
stable ke heuene.] C1386 Chaucer Melib. 1 102 Be it 
so that youre emprise be establid and ordeyned by gret 
multitude of people. 1481 Caxton Myrr. 1. i. 7 He [God]j 
is establed without ony meuyng. 1496-7 Act vz Hen. VI T > 
c. 8. § 1 The Kynge . . enactith, ordeyneth and estableth 
that, etc. c 1510 Barclay Mirr. Good Mann. (1570) EX iij. 
This answere besemed . . a man establed in magnanimitie, 
1513 Douglas /. Etieis x. iv. 74 To comfort and astabill 
Hys hevy amorus thochtis ennoyus. Ibid. xin. vl. 36 Thair 
myndis mesys and estabiliis he. 1533 Bfxlenden Livy 1. 
xvi. (1822) 74 Quhill he mieht, under his name, etabill th& 
kingdome of Romanis to him. 

Establish (estse-blij), V. Forms: 4 estab- 
lisse-n, 5 astabilishe, establisch, -ysch, -issb, 
6 astablese, establyshe, 4- establish. See also- 
Stablish. [ME. establisse-n, a. OF. establiss- 
lengthened stem of establir : see prec.] 

1 . To render stable or firm. + a. To strengthen 
by material support (obs). fb. To ratify, con- 
firm, validate (obs). c. To confirm, settle (what 
is weak or wavering) ; to restore (health) per- 
manently; to give calmness or steadiness to (the 
mind), fd. catachr. To calm (anger), to settle 
(doubts). 

[1375 Barbour Bruce x. 303 His land first [weill] stablist 
he.] 1477 Earl Rivers (Caxton) Dictes 10 a, Establisshe 
and ease thyn ire with thy pactence. 1524 Cdl. Wolsey 
in Strype Eccl. Mem. I. iv. 53 This small number of hal- 
bardiers were appointed, .to establish every captain of your 
archers. 1533 Frith Ansuf. More 34 b, I shall establyshe 
his wordes by S. Austen. 1537 in Wright Monast. Lett. 154 
To conferme, ratefie and astabilishe this my deyd [of sur- 
render of Furness Abbey]. 1558 Kennedy Compend. Tract . 
in Wodr. Soc. Misc. (1844' 108/I'he onelie jugis appoyntit 
be God, to establische all doutis. 1611 Bible Nttmb. xxx. 
13 Euery vow . . her husband may establish it, or her hus- 
band may make it voyd. — Rom, iii. 31 Doe we then 
make void the lawe through faith? God forbid; yea, we 
establish the Law. 1623 J. Winthrop Let. in Hist. New 
Eng. (1853) I. 407 , 1 pray continually, that God will please 
to establish your heart. 1664 Evelyn Kal. Hort. (1729) 
21 1 Supports, Cradles, Canes or Hoofs, to establish them 
[Carnations, etc.] against Winds. 1708 Lond. Gaz. No. 
4439/2 The great Pensioner’s Health seems to be Establish’d. 
1815 Jane Austen Emma 1. viii. 56 Harriet’s cheerful look 
and manner established hers. 

2 . To fix, settle, institute or ordain permanently, 
by enactment or agreement. Sometimes with obj. 
clause. + Also (rarely) to impose (something) 
j upon. 

c 1374 Chaucer Boeth. 1. iv. 31 x Coempcioun hat is to seyn 
commun achat or hying to-gidere hat were establissed vpon 
poeple by swiche a manere imposicioun as, etc. c 1386 — 
Parson s T. T 155 The peynes that been establissed and or- 
deyned for synne. 2588 A. King tr. Canisius' Catech. H v b, 
Y* beginning of y 8 monethes was swa astablesed. i6xz 
Bible Gen. ix. 9 And I, behold, I establish my couenant 
with you. x66o Chas. II. Declar . Eccl. Affairs in Cobbett 
Pari. Hist. (1808) IV. 139 We shall use our best endeavour 
that such laws may be established, as may best provide for 
the peace of the church and state. 1700-1 Act Settlement 
12-13 Will. Ill, c, 2. § 2 Subject to such Incapacities, as .. 
are by the said recited Act provided, enacted, and esta- 
blished. a 17x4 Sharp Wks. I. vi. 177 The standing public 
methods which God hath established in the church. 1793, 
Smeaton Edy stone L. § 283 Having first established, that 
they should quit the work ^ at nights. x8ox Strutt Sports 
4 * Past. Introd. 42 This edict was established, for the regu- 
lation of the Christian army . . during the Crusade. 1884 
Gladstone in Standard 29 Feb. 2/6 We establish in Irish 
counties, as in Scotch and English counties . . the lodger 
franchise. 

t b. To secure or settle (property, privileges, 
etc.) to or upon persons. Obs. 

0x460 Fortescue Abs. $ Lim. Mon. (17x4) 139 To esta- 
blisch . . the same Lyvelood jto his Crowne. 1605 Shaks. 
Macb. 1. iv. 37 We will establish our estate upon Our eldest 
Malcolm. X665 Walton Life Hooker 33 Destroying what 
was by those known laws happily establisht to them and 
their posterity. 

f c. To impute (guilt) to. Obs. [Cf. ‘ne statuas 
illis hoc peccatum,’ Actsvii. 30 in Vulgate]. 

X483 Caxton Gold. Leg . 99/x He cryed with an bye voys 
and said ‘lord establysshe not to theym thys synne ’. 

3 . To set up on a secure or permanent basis ; to 
found (a government, an institution ; in mod. use 
often, a house of business). 

0x460 Fortescue Abs. Lim. Mon. (1714) 103 It schal be 
good that an honorable . . Conceile be establiscbid. X509 
Hawes Past. Pleas.i i5$4)xxvn. I.xxi, Knighthode, hesayed, 
was first established The commen weaJthe in right to defende. 
1670 Temple Let. in Wks. ( 1731 > III. 227 A Government is 
never well established but in the Hearts of the Subjects. 
1863 P, Barry Dockyard Ecott. xii. 261 The manufactory of 

Messrs. was first established towards the end of the 

last century. 1867 Smiles Huguenots Eng. xi. (x88o 183 
They succeeded in establishing many important and highly 
flourishing colonies. *867 Freeman Norm. Conq . (1876; I. 
vi. 433 The throne of Cnut, established by wasting wars. 

4 . To place in a secure or permanent position;, 
to install and secure in a possession, office, dig- 
nity, etc.; to ‘set up’ (a person, oneself) in business; 
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to settle (a person) in or at a place ; refl. to obtain 
a secure footing ,* also In weaker sense, to take up 
one’s quarters, f Also iiitr. for refl. To * settle \ 
*557 Order Hospitalh Bv, To deliuer unto such [Bedells] 
as then remayne, their Staves, and again astablishe them. 
1602 Shaks. J'uL C. 1. iii. 86 The senators to-morrow Mean 
to establish Cresar as a king. 2677 Govt. Venice 102 Since the 
Turks established in Europe. 1770 Langhorne Plutarch 
(1879) i* 73 /2 Numa..with a view to establish himself in 
the people's good graces . . attempted to soften them. 2793 
Smeaton EdystoneL. § 298 The workmen being established 
in the house . , every one went to the occupation allotted. 
2815 Scribbteomania 96 If a writer be desirous of establish- 
ing himself as a candid censor of literature. 1840 Thirlwall 
Greece VII. Ivii. 205 His first object was to establish Eutnenes 
in his satrapy. 1867 Lady Herbert Cradle L. iii. 92 The 
gentlemen of the party . . established themselves in very 
comfortable rooms. 2874 Green Short Hist. ii. 83 The 
Jewish traders . . were enabled by the royal protection to 
establish themselves in separate quarters. 

f fo. To provide for the maintenance of (per- 
sons). Obs. Gf. settle. 

2644 Chas. I in Clarendon Hist . Reb. vnr. (1843) 514T 
[He appointed theml to consider . . in what manner his 
family should be established. 1872 H. Lawrenny in Fortn. 
Rev. Mar. 313 Heads of families ceased., to dower and 
/ establish ' the daughters of the house. 

5. To set up or faring about permanently (a state 
of things) ; to ‘ create* (a precedent) ; to introduce 
and. secure permanent acceptance for (a custom, 
a belief). Also, to secttre for oneself, gain per- 
manently (a reputation, a position). 

1597 Shaks. 2 Hen. IV, iv. i. 86 But to establish here a 
peace indeed. 2814 Stock Exchange Laid Open s it esta- 
blishes a price in the market. 1826 F. Cooper Mohicans 
ii, The most confirmed gait that he could establish was a 
Canterbury gallop with the hind legs. <21832 Mackintosh 
Causes Revolution Wks, 1846 II. 164 He had established, 
by his own sole authority, the most unbounded liberty of 
worship. 1861 Tulloch Eng Purit. ii. 177 In the remain- 
ing years of Milton's academic career, he established a high 
reputation for scholarship. 2863 Dickens Mut. Fr. 1. vi. 
It has been hard work to establish order here. 2885 Manch. 
Exam. 13 July 5/3 The French troops have pretty well 
established their ascendency in the capital. 

b. To erect into (a rule, etc.), f Also (with 
complement), to secure in a certain condition. 

2795 T. J effekson W rit. ( 1859) IV. 1 13 Emergencies which 
threatened our country with slavery, but ended in establish- 
ing it free.. 2855 J. S. C. Abbot Napoleon II. i. 27 If such 
a tyranny is allowed to be established into a principle, etc. 

c, Card-Claying. To establish a suit (see quot.). 

2862 * Cavendish * Whist (1879) 56 Twos and threes may 

become quite as valuable [as higher cards] when the suit is 
established. 1876 A. Campbell-Walker Correct Card 
Gloss, ir A suit is said to be. established when you have 
exhausted all the best cards in it which were against you. 
8 . To place beyond dispute ; to prove (a pro- 
position, claim, accusation) ; rarely with personal 
obj, and complement 

<21704 T. Brown Sat. Antients Wks. 2730 I. 21 He has 
establish'd . . five or six essential differences between those 
two poems. 2767 Gooch Treat. Wounds 1 . 134 This doc- 
trine Caesar Magatus and Belloste have taken great pains 
to establish. 2802 Mar. Edgeworth Moral T. (rSr6) 1. 224 
If he fail to establish in your minds the innocence of the 
count. 2867 Freeman Norm. Conq. (1876} I. App. 659 His 
great point he seems to me fully to establish. 1873 Brown- 
ing Red Cott. Nf.-cap 266 Some better theory Than would 
establish him participant In doings yonder. 1885 Sir C. 
P. Butt in Law^ Times Rep . LI XI. 61/1 It is . . extremely 
difficult to establish a case of negligence against the steamer. 

b. To affirm judicially the validity of (a dis- 
puted will). 

1818 Cruise Digest. <ed. 2) VI. 311 Upon a bill to establish 
this will . . Sir Joseph Jekyll declared that, etc. 

7. From 10 th c. often used with reference to 
ecclesiastical ceremonies or organization, and to 
the recognized national church or its religion ; in 
early use chiefly pass, in sense 2 (esp. in phrase by 
law established , i. e. ‘ prescribed or settled by law’), 
but sometimes with mixture of senses 3 - 5 . Hence 
in recent use : To place (a church or a religious 
body) in the position of a national or state church. 

*558 Actx Eliz, c, 2. § 27 Laws wherein ..any other ser- 
vice is limited, established, or set forth to be used within 
this realm. 1392 Sc. Acts 12 Part. fas. VI, § 114 The trew 
and halie Kirk, presentlie established within this Real me. 
1642 King's Protest, 19 Sept, in Rushw. Hist. Coll. { 1721) 
V. 21, I will . . defend and maintain The True Reformed 
Protestant Religion established in the Church of England. 
1660 Chas. II Dec tar. Eccl. Affairs 25 Oct. 8 The., esteem 
we have for the Church of England, as it is established by 
Law. 1731 Calamy Life (2830) I. i. 73 Opposition to the 
church by law established. 2731 Swift Presbyterian's 
Plea Merit Wks. .1776 IV. 260 Which [Presbyterian] sect 
was .. established in all its forms by. . an ordinance of the 
lords and commons. 1838 Gladstone State in Ret. CL 
108 What is established is by the very force of the term 
likewise endowed. 

T Esta’blisliaMe, Obs. [f. prec. + -able.] 

That can be established or made secure. 

2667 Waterhouse Fire Land. 213 Establishable against 
a relapse only from Hm. 

Established (estse'blijt), ppl. a. [f. as prec. 
+ -edTJ In senses of the vb. Established Church : 
see Church 5 c, and Establish v. 7. Established 
clerk, servant, etc. : one on the * establishment in 
permanent employ. Established list \ the list of 
those in permanent employ. 


2642 T. Lechford (title) Plain Dealing. .A short view of 
New-Englands present Government. .compared with the.. 
Established Government of England. 1672-5 Comber Comp. 
Temple 11702' 81 All Establisht Protestant Churches do ap- 
prove, and use prescribed Forms. 2682 Claverhousf. in M. 
Morris A?/? vi. (2888) 93 [The king] was relenting nothing of 
his . . care of maintaining the established government. 2753 
Smart Power Supreme Being(K.), Rul’d by establish’d laws 
and current nature. 1790 Burke Fr. Rev. 133 We are resolved 
to keep an established church, an established monarchy, an 
established aristocracy, and an established democracy. 1824 
L. Murray Eng. Grant, (ed. 5) I. 3 They respect some of 
the established principles and arrangements of the lan- 
guage. ( 2849 Ruskin Set). Lamps vii. 186 The architecture 
of a nation is great only when it is as universal and as es- 
tablished as its language. 2865 Earle Sax. Chrott. Notes 
340 One of the established sensation scenes of history. 1888 
Pall Mall G. 25 April 10 2 A return _of the number of esta- 
blished and unestablished servants [in the Post Office.] 

Establisher (estse-blijsi). [f. as prec. + -er 7 .] 
One who establishes [in senses of vb.). 

a 1600 Hooker Eccl. Pol. (1617) 613 The first founders 
and establishes of them, a 1677 Barrow Wks. (1741 II. 
xx. 215 God being the author and establisher of nature. 
1812 Examiner 24 Sept. 577/2 Luck . . was the establisher 
of his greatness.^ 1824-9 Landor Imag. Conv. (1846) I. 93 
That the foudre is rather a destroyer than an establisher. 

Establishing (estEe'bliju^, vbl. sb. [f. as prec. 
+ -ING 1 .] The action of the vb. Establish in its 
various senses. 

£■1400 Rom . Rose 6371 No prelate may done so, But 
it the pope be . . That made thilk establishing. 1413 
Lydg. Pilgr. Sovole iv. xxx. (1483) 80 In the election and 
establysshynge of cbyuetayns ther may be founden errour. 
1660 Milton Free Commiv. 451 When we have our Forces 
. . in our hands, to the firm establishing of a Free Common- 
wealth. 1846 Trench Mirac. vi. (1862! 188 The words are 
for the establishing of his trembling faith. 

t Esta blishing, ppl. a. Obs. [f. as prec. + 
-ing 1 *.] That establishes; sustaining, support- 
ing. 

1667 Flavel Saint Indeed ('1754') 52 This heart reviving 
and establishing doctrine of the dominion of our Father. 
Establishment (estseblijment). [f. as prec. 
+ -ment. Cf. OF. establissement (late AF. esta- 
blishement), Fr. etablissement.) 

I. Action or means of establishing, 

1. The action of establishing ; the fact of being 
established : in various senses of the vb. 

1396 J. Norden Progr.Pietie ,1847' 117 An establishment 
of concord amongst ourselves [is] to be sought and heartily 
prayed for. 1688 Col. Rec. Penn. I. 226 That such Sanc- 
tion and Establishment may be as Effectual and binding as 
any Law, 2739 Butler Serin. Wks. 1874 II. 225 The bare 
establishment of Christianity in any place . . is a very im- 

g rtant and valuable effect. 1788 W. Gordon (title) The 
istory of the rise, progress and establishment of the 
United States of America. 2831 D. Wilson PreL Ann. 
(1863) II. iv. i. 192 The establishment of Christianity in 
Scotland, 1872 Figure Training 38 A most awkward and 
clumsy figure is in a fair way towards formation and per- 
manency of establishment. 2873 Fortnum Maiolica 37 The 
establishment of the ducal court at Urbino. 

2. esp . The ‘establishing’ by law (a church, re- 
ligion, form of worship). (See Establish v. 7 .) 
■f a. In early use, the settling or ordering in a 
particular manner, the regulating and upholding 
of the constitution and ordinances of the church 
recognized by the state, fb. In ijth-iSthc. oc- 
casionally the granting of legal status to (other 
religious bodies than that connected with the state), 
c. Now usually, the conferring on a particular reli- 
gious body the position of a state church. 

a. 2640-2 Ld. Digby Sp. in Rushw. Hist. Coll. (1721) IV, 
172 A Man .. that made the Establishment by Law the 
Measure of his Religion. 2706-7 Act $ Anne c. 5 Securing 
CL Eng., Acts of Parliament now in Force for the Esta- 
blishment and Preservation of the Church of England. 

b. 2732 JE. CAtAwc Life (1830) I. v. 40 t The allowance 
of the law is of necessity a sufficient establishment [of dis- 
senting worship]. 2792 Coke & Moore Life Wesley il iv. 
(ed. 2)355 Mr. Wesley’s great desire to remain in union with 
the Church of England . . would not allow him to apply for 
a legal establishment. 

0. 2662-3 Addr. of Commons to King 27 Feb. in Cobbett 
Pari. Hist . (1808) IV. 262 In time, some prevalent sect will 
. . contend fox an establishment. 1788 Priestley Led. 
Hist. v. Ivii. 449 There is no place where there are more 
forms of religion openly professed, and without the esta- 
blishment of any of them than Pennsylvania. 2793 Burke 
Let. Sir H. Langriske Wks. VI. 318 The perpetual esta- 
blishment of the confession of Faith, and the Presbyterian 
church government. 2823 Mrq. Lansdowne in Ho. Lords 
8 Mar., They [Catholic Petitioners of City of Lim- 
erick] asked for no establishment of their own Church. 
a 283a Mackintosh Causes Revol. Wks. 1846 II. 227 Toler- 
ation . . was sometimes sought by Dissenters as a step to- 
wards establishment. 2886 Earl Selborne Def. CL Eng. 
1. iv. 77 All such relations of the Church to the State as 
those which are summed up in the term * Establishment 
f3. Established or stable condition ; settlement, 
permanence ; also, settled condition of mind, calm- 
ness, confidence. Obs. 

2562 T. Norton Calvin's Inst 1. 15 For it is merueilous, 
how great establishment groweth hereof. 2642 J, Jackson 
Trite Evang. T. hi. 228 A succession of three good Princes 
together doth notably contribute to establishment, and feli- 
city of a Kingdome. a 1674 Clarendon Hist. Reb. xvi. 
(1704) III. 605 If God shall be pleased to add Establishment 
and Perpetuity to the Blessings he then Restored. 2674 
Owen H oly Spirit (1693) 69 Our Permanency and Establish- 
ment in the Truth. 1777 Priestley Malt. $ Sftr. (1782) I. 


In trod. 6 Truth will., gain a firm establishment in the 
minds of all men. 

t k>- Manner in which anything is established ; 

■ organization, ‘footing’. Obs. 

1799 Wellington in Owen Disf. 106 The improved esta- 
blishment on which he had placed their garrisons. 

1 4. A means of establishing ; something that 
strengthens, supports, or corroborates. Obs. 

2562 T. Norton Calvin’s Inst. 1. 27 So many and so not- 
able miracles, .are eueri as many establishments of the law. 
238? Marbeck Bk. of Notes 2 10 Truth is thepiller and esta- 
blishment of the church. 1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. 
nr, xx. 155 Their homes . . being a weake and hollow body, 
require some inward establishment, to confirme the length 
of their advancement. 

5. Settlement in life; formerly often (now rarely) 
in the sense of marriage, 

1684 Prideaux Lett. 12 Nov. (1875) 138, I .. wish with 
that you had all the other satisfactions you can desire, espe- 
cially a good establishment in England. 1734 tr. Rollin' s 
Anc. Hist. IV. ix. 345 ; You owe . . to them, birth, nurture, 

, education and establishment. 1769 Robertson Chas. V, 
III. xi. 365 To acquire an establishment of such dignity and 
value for one of his _sons._ 1800 Mrs. Hervey M our tray 
Fain. I. iii. 259 Herchief solicitude was to procure an affluent 
establishment for her daughter. 1815 Jane Austen Emma 
11, vi. 173 Whenever he were attached, he would willingly 
give up much wealth to obtain an early establishment. 2823 
Lytton Falkland 16, I saw in the notes of the mothers their 
anxiety for the establishment of their daughters. 

to. Settled income, provision for a livelihood. 

1727 Swift Gulliver's Travels 11732 104 His Excellency, 
who had the sole_ Disposal of the Emperor's Revenue, 
might easily provide by gradually lessening your esta- 
blishment. 1776 Gibbon Decl. <$• I, I. xviii. 484 For each 
of these princes a suitable establishment was provided. 
1776 Cowi’ER Wks. (18371 XV. 34 It afford me some 
: sort of an establishment, ^ at least for a time. 2832 Ht. Mar- 
tineau Life in Wilds vii. 94 Providing a permanent esta- 
blishment’ for the captain as their chief magistrate. 

6 . Establishment of a port [Fr. etablissement 
d'unport~\: \ see quot). 

2833 Hrrschel Astron. xi. 337 That deviation of the time: 
of high and low water at any port or harbour, from the cul- 
mination of the luminaries . . which is called the * establish- 
ment' of that port. 1873 Bedford Sailor's Pocket-bk. v. 
(ed. a) 168 The time of high water at any particular pl*xe is 
the same on the days both of New and Full Muon, and is 
termed the ‘Establishment of the Port'. 2886 Godfray 
Astron. App. (ed. 4) 200 The interval between the instant 
of the moon's transit across the meridian on the day of new 
or full moon, and the subsequent high water, is called the 
vulgar establishment of the port. 

II. Something that is established, 
t 7. A settled arrangement ; a settled constitu- 
tion or government. Also, a legal enactment. Obs. 

2481 Caxton Godfrey (E. E.T. S.) 42 Helde a counseyl. .of 
the prelates of ytalye at play sane e, where he made . . esta- 
blischemens tamende the manors of the Clergye. 2396 
Spenser State Irel. (J.), Bring in that establishment by 
which all men should be contained in duty. 1605 Vers- 
tegan Dec. Intell. iii. 12628; 63 Aduanced to the honourable 
titles of Earles and Lords, with Establishment for the con- 
tinuall remaining of these titles, a 2635 Vines Lord's Supp. 
(2677) 418 Not that I would encourage any man to break 
a wholsom order or establishment. 1724 Fr. Bk. of Rates 
5 That so much talk'd of Establishment, call'd the Tariff of 
1664. 1793 Smeaton Edystone L. § 134 Our establishment 
respecting seamen was as follows. 

b. spec . in Fr. Hist, (transl. of Fr. Etablissement). 

1818 Hallam Mid. Ages (1872) I. 244 When St. Louis 
enacted that great code which bears the name of his Esta- 
blishments. 1873 G. W. Kitchxn Hist. France I, m. viii. 
343 The royal ‘Establishments’ or codes of law. 
f e. The ‘ estimates ’ for public expenditure. Obs., 

1672 Earl Essex in Essex Papers Aug., Upon the 
closing of the Establishment for this Kingdome [Ireland], 
five hundred Pounds a year were reserved with intention 
that if I should find cause to move the King in behalf of this 
City of Dublyn, it should be restored to them agen..I 
desire that I may have an order to insert them [the ^500] 
into the Establishment. 

8 . The ecclesiastical system established by law ; 
more fully Church Establishment. Hence The 
Establishment often occurs as a distinctive name 
for the established church (esp. of England, Scot- 
land, formerly Ireland), in contradistinction to the 
non-established churches or sects. 

[2667 J. Corbet Disc. Re tig. Eng. 28 The Setling of a 
Nation may be made up of an Establishment, a Limited 
Toleration, and a Discreet Connivence, etc . 3 1731 E. 

Calamy Life (2830) I. v. 469 There was a variety of senti- 
ments amongst those out of the Establishment, as well as 
those under it. 2786 W. Pitt in Ld. Stanhope Life (1879) 
1, 252 It is certainly a delicate thing to meddle with the 
Church Establishment in. the present situation of Ireland. 
2795 J. Aikin Manchester 241 Chaderton contains a chapel 
of the establishment. 2806-32 A. Knox Rem. 3x844) I. 93 
: These teachers have generally been found . . within Esta- 
blishments. 2824 Syd. Smith Wks. (1859) II. 51/1 America 
. . has no Establishment. 2829 Gen. P. Thompson Exerc. 
(2842) I. 22 Half the people in England dislike the church 
establishment. 1869 Times Ann. Summary 306 The Irish 
Church Establishment has been abolished. 

9. a. An organized body of men, maintained at 
the expense of the sovereign or of the state for 
a specific purpose; orig. said of the military ser- 
vice, but applied also to the naval and civil, to. 
The quota of officers and men in a regiment, ship, 
etc., complement. Also in Peace, War establish- 
ment ; cf. 3 b. , 

2689 Luttrell Brief Rel. (1857) I. 5x8 What forces shall 
be sent to the Low Countries . . shall be continued in Eng- 
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lish pay, and on the English establishment. 1796 Morse 
Amer. Geos'. I. 266 The support of the civil, military and 
naval establishments. 1800 JDundas in Owen Wellesley s 
Disp. 558 The establishment does not seem to have ex- 
ceeded eighty thousand men. 1828 J. M. Spearman Brit. 
Gunner (ed. 2) 69 The usual establishment of officers for 
ships of the same. class. 1848 Macaulay Hist, Eng. I. 295 
These gallant brigades .. had been placed on the English 
establishment. 1833 Stocqueler Mil. Encycl, Peace Es- 
tablishment is the reduced condition of an army suited to 
a time of peace. W ar Establishment is the augmentation 
of regiments to a certain number . . to meet war exigencies. 

X884 Pall Mall G. 12 Sept. 10/2 Lieutenant-Colonel 

formerly H.E.I.C.S., Bengal establishment. 

10 . An organized staff of employes or servants, 
often including, and sometimes limited to, the 
building in which they are located : a. A public 
institution, a school, factory, house of business, etc. 

Establishment hand (colloq. stab handy, among printers, 
an employ^ on weekly wages as distinguished from one on 
piece-work. 

1832 G. Downes Lett. Coni. Countries I. 188, I now per- 
ceived., the high road passed close to the establishment 
[Pestalozzi’s schools]. 1838 Dickens Nick. Nick, iv, We 
don’t consider the boys’ appetites at our establishment. 
1842 Bischoff Woollen Mamif. II. 33 The British manu- 
facturers . . have been compelled to seek markets, and form 
establishments in.. the most distant parts of the globe. 
1845 Stocqueler Hand-bk. Brit. India (1854 74 Of these 
establishments the Bishop’s College Press, at Calcutta, un- 
questionably stands at the head. 1851 D. Wilson Preh. 
Ann. (i86p 11 . iv. i. 192 The religious establishment founded 
at Iona. 1873 Act 36 # 37 Viet. c. 76. § 6 The . . insufficiency 
of the establishment for working such railway, 
b. A household ; a family residence. 

. Separate establishment : a phrase often used when it is 
indicated that a married man maintains a paramour. 

1803 Mod. Paris , Two or three families long connected 
with mine, have still establishments here. 1828 D’Israeli 
Chas. /, II. i. 3 Even long after this period, the poverty of 
the royal establishment was observed. 1856 Froude Hist. 
Eng. 1x858} II. vii. 174 Her establishment was broken up, 
and she was sent to reside, .in the household of the Princess 
Elizabeth. 186a Trollope Orley F. i, His wealth would 
have entitled him to the enjoyment of a larger establish- 
ment. Mod. Newspaper , Everybody but his- wife seems to 
have known that he had a separate establishment. 

Establisfomentari.au (estae^blijmcntee-rian), 
a. and sb. [f. prec. 4- -arianl\ A. adj. 

1 . a. Advocating the principle of an established 
church ; characteristic of those who advocate this 
principle, b. That adheres to or favours a church 
for the reason that it is established. 

1847 EcclesiologistWll. 173 The old establishmentarian 
leaven is not worked out, far from it. 1858 Sat. lie v. V. 
387/x /fhe analogous form of this faith .. has taken an 
Erastian and Establishmentarian turn. 1875 Gladstone 
Glean. VI. Iv. 171 The prosecutors., are strongly (to use 
a barbarous word) establishmentarian. 1878 G. A. Denison 
Notes of My Life {yd.. 2)79 The Church Corporate cannot be 
said to be in substance other than Establishmentarian. 

2 . Belonging to the Established Church. 

1849 Fraser's Mag. XXXIX. 128 Children of Methodist, 
Baptist . . and Establishmentarian parents. 

B. sb. One who supports the principle of an 
* Establishment ’ or an Established Church. Also, 
an adherent of the Established Church. 

1846 Hook Educ. People 37 Those who, like myself, are 
called High Churchmen, have little or no sympathy with 
mere Establishmentarians. 1862 Sat. Rev. XIV. 417/2 
They [Baptists and Independents] were all generally Esta- 
blishmentarians ; but they could make no other claim to be 
established than that of numbers and power'. 18791 Oaily 
News 28 June 6/r The Nonconformists have made inroads 
on the ranks of the Establishmentarians. 

Hence Establishmenta*rianism, the tenets of 
an establishmentarian; attachment to the prin- 
ciple of a State Church. 

1873 F. Hall Mod. Eng. 44 Establishmentarianism was 
wont to roll over the prelatial [Abp. Trench’s] tongue. 1876 
Tinsley's Mag. XVI II. 386 The days of Establishment- 
arianism would be numbered. 

Esta*folisfomentism. [f* Establishment + 
-ism.] The principle of a State Church. 

_ 1851 J. H. Newman Cath. in Eng. 54 Establishmentism 
is the very life of Protestantism. 

ii Estacade. Mil. Also 8 erron. estocade. 
[Fr,, ad. Sp. estacada, f. estaca stake ; sense 2 arises 
from a confusion with It. steecata (which has this 
sense), f. stecca lath.] 

1. A dike constructed of piles in the sea, a river, 
or a morass, to check the approach of an enemy. 
Cf. Stockade. 

1663 Gerbier Counsel C viij b, The Town had held 1 out 
till the Sea overturned the Ditch and the Estacade. 1753 
Carte Hist. Eng. IV. 194 Beyond that a third of ships 
sunk forming an estocade. 1777 Watson Philip //(1793) II. 
xin. 171/2 He formed in the most shallow parts an estacade, 
a work of prodigious labour. 1847 in Craig. 

b. An arrangement of stakes for defence. 

1827 Southey Penins. War II. 715 The Spaniards made 
every exertion to defend it [a breach in the Baluarte del 
Rey] with sacks of earth, estacades, and whatever other 
obstacles they could oppose to the enemy. , 

2 . A raft made of balks of timber, fastened to- 
gether with chains, used to block up a channel or 
harbour-mouth. 

1670 Cotton Espernon n. vm. 393 He propounded . . a 
Machine, which was an Estacade, or kind of floating Fort. 

II Estaca'do. rare- 1 , [see - ado.] = prec. 
x8io tr. Le Moniteur in Naval Ckron. XXIII. 137 An 
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estacado has been established, which secured our gunboats 
from fire-ships. 

!1 Estafe'tfre (gstafgt). [Fr. estafette , ad. It. 
staffetia , dim. oi staff a stirrup, f. OHG. stapho step.] 
A mounted courier. 

1792 Boothby Burke's App. Whigs 84 note, An estafette 
was despatched on the part of our Ministers at the Hague, 
requiring Marshal Bender to suspend his march. 281a 
Wellington in Gurw. Disp. VIII. 649 They can secure the 
services of the Estafette .. only by placing him in the 
centre of the escort. 1858 Carlyle Fredk. Gt. (18651 II. v. 
ii. 77 Diplomatic correspondence, carried once by breathless 
estaffettes. 

Hence Esiafe*tted ppl.a ., provided with esta- 
fettes ; in quot. app. taken as ‘provided with ar- 
rangements for posting *. 

1837 Palgrave Merck. $ Friar (1844) 18 The best esta- 
fetted road, the road to Rome. 

Estait, Sc. form of Estate. 

’KEBstal, sb. Obs. rare— 1 , [a. OF. estal ( mod. 
Fr. etal), corresp. to Pr. estal, OSp. estalo , It. 
stallo, ad. OHG .slab. Cf. Stall.] A place, post. 

1480 Caxton Ovid's Met. xm. ii, None., durst hold, 
ayenst the noble Hector, ony estal. 

t EstaTe, v. Obs. In 5 astale. [ad. OF. es~ 
taler (mod.Fr. Staler) to display.] trans. To be- 
spread, to hang (with drapery). 

c 1440 Gaw. Sf Got. v. Syne hynt to ane hie hall, That was 
astalit with pall. 

t EstaTL, v. Obs. Also Stall, [app. ad. OF. 
estaler to place, fix ; cf. Install.] trans. To ar- 
range the payment of (a debt, sum of money) by 
instalments. Hence Estallment (see quot. ; also 
Stallment). 

i S77~87 Holinshed Citron. III. 1142/2 That debt is es- 
talled, and is according to that estallment trulie answered. 
1643 SC' d . rAr (x3i4) VI. 38/1 Some wther way how satis- 
factioune . . may be made . . by estalment at four equall 
payments. 1738 Hist. Crt. Excheq. v. 100 An Estallment, 
which is an Assizing or Establishing the Times of Pay- 
ments of such Debtors. 

Estamin (e’Stamin). Also 8 estemine, ©sta- 
mina. See also Etamine. [a. Fr. estamine (now 
StamineX corresp. to Sp. estamefia , Pg. estamenka , 
It. stamigna -late L. *staminia, L. stdminea , fern. 
of stamineus made of thread, f. stamen warp, 
thread. The form estamina is peril, a. Sp ] 

An open woollen fabric, used for making sieves, 
etc. ; see quot. 1883. In 18th c. also applied to 
some silk fabric, presumably of similar texture. 

1701 Lond.Gaz. No. 3701/4 AH sorts of Mercery Goods, 
viz. . . Estemines, Russels Rashes . . Antharines . . will be 
sold by Auction. 1750 Beawes Lex Mercat. (1752) 693 
Woollens, such as Estaminas, Druggets, Serges, Flannels, 
Crapes. Ibid. 704 From England . . Estaminas wide and 
well calendered, brown and green. Ibid. 706 Silk Esta- 
minas from Italy. 1883 Simmonds Diet. Trade , Estamin , 
a woollen stuff made in Prussia, used for cartridges, sack- 
cloth, plush caps, etc. 

i! Estaminet (,gstam/n<?). [Fr. estatninet, Wall. 
staminet , of unknown etym., by some connected 
with OFr. estamme : see prec.] A cafe in which 
smoking is allowed. Also attrih. 

1848 Thackeray^ Van. Fair Ixiv, Frequenters of billiard- 
rooms and estaminets. 1867 Dixon New Amer. II. v, 42 
The rascal would . . play his game of dominoes at the esta- 
minet door. 1883 Pall Mall G. 13 July 4/1 The few build- 
ings that . . form a scattering suburb— estaminets, chiefly. 

f Esta mp, v. Obs. [ad. Fr. estamp-er to 
Stamp.] trans. To stamp ; to pound. Hence 
Esta-mped ppl. a., pounded. 

1648 60 Hexham Dutch Diet., Gestamfie spijse, estamped 
meate. 1658 Bp., Reynolds Lord's Supp. vi, The very pre- 
sence of a dying man estamps on the minde an affection of 
fear and aw. 

Estampede (estsemprd), sb. rare. See Stam- 
pede. [aa. Sp. estampido a sudden crash, report 
of a gun.] A sudden fright seizing upon large 
bodies of cattle and horses, causing them to mn 
wildly to great distances ; hence, any sudden rush 
caused by panic. 

So Estampe'de v,. trans., to frighten (cattle, 
etc.) away ; to drive off. |j Estampede’ro [Sp. 
estampidero ], an animal under the influence of 
stampede ; a runaway. Estampe'do v. [f. Sp. 
estampido sb. : cf. Stamped 0], inir. (of cattle, etc.) 
to rush off in a panic. 

1843 Marry at M. Violet xx, Oxen . . have been known, 
when under the influence of the estampede . . to run forty 
miles without ever stopping. Ibid, xxvi, Pawnee hunters 
had had their horses estampeded one night, by some hostile 
Indians. Ibid, xx, We . . then watched the singular and 
ridiculous movements of this estampedero. Ibid, xxix, The 
animals had estampedoed the whole distance at the utmost 
of their speed. 

II Estancia (esta*nsia, m Sp. -Jffa). [Sp. estan- 
cia, lit. station = OF. estance, med.L. stantia, f. 
stare to stand*] A cattle-farm in Spanish America. 

1704 Collect . Voy. (Churchill! III. 19/a These they call 
Estancia's. 1845 Darwin Voy. Nat. iv. (1873) 64 Every 
estancia or farming estate has a corral attached to it. 

(1 Estanciero (gstanjz'jf'n?). [Sp., f. estancia : 
see preci] The keeper of an estancia ; a cattle- 
farmer (in Spanish America). 

*845 Darwin Voy. Nat. viii. (.18* a) X49 An estanciero told 
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We were old estaucieros. 

f Estandard, obs. var. of Standard [a. OF. 
estan dart\. 

1586 Ferne Bias. Gentrie ir. Lacies Nobil. 24 The Asiriaii 
Emperours, did beare in their estandarde the Eagle. 1656- 
8x Blount Ghssogr., Standard or Estandard .. the prin- 
cipal or standing measure of the king, to the scantling 
whereof, all the measures throughout the Land are, or 
ought to be framed. 1676-1706 in Phillips. 1721-1800 in 
Bailey. 

+ Esta’Hg 1 . Obs. Also 7 estan gne. [a. OFw 
estang ; mod . F. Slang).'] A pool, fishpond. 

1628 Coke On Litt. 53 a, Tenant of a warren, park, es- 
tangues and the like. 1673 Ray Joum. Low' C. 1 1738) I. 
395 The bath is not above two flight-shots distant from, the 
estang. 

t Esta’nfrion* [app. a confusion of Sp. estacion 
(Station) and Estancia.] A cattle-farm. Also 
attrih. (The quots. relate to Central America 
and Mexico.) 

1697 Dampier Voy. I. vi. 157 Where we went ashore to 
a Beef Estantion or Farm. Ibid. ix.-250.The Carrier before- 
mentioned was lying at the Estantion-nouse. 1699 L. Wafer 
Voy. (1729)312 Estantions or farm-houses for the managing 
their cattle. 1707 Funnell Voy. ( 1729 59 The Main here 
is full of Cocoa walks with Estantions or Farms of Beeves, 
t Esta p. Obs. rare. [ad. OFr. estape, estappe 
(mocl.F .S/ape \ estaple market (see Staple 2 ), night- 
quarters for troops on the march, where rations 
were supplied.] A day’s rations for troops ; in 
quot. attrih . Also By estap : by fixed stages of 
march. 

1755 Mem . Capt. P. Drake I, xvii. 196 Our Estap Allow-: 
ante was to each Man, three Pounds of Bread, etc. Ibid, 
II. ii. 12 We. .continued our March by Estap to Abbeville, 
Ii Esta’ple. Obs. [OF. estaple: see prec. and 
Staple.] A market. Estaple of Calais : the 
market held there for the sale of English wool. 

1550 J. Coke Eng. % Fr. Herald. (18771 115 The ryght 
worshypful company of marchauntes adventurers, and the 
famous felyshyp of the Estaple of Calais. 

Estate (est,?i-t), sb. Forms: 3 aestat, 4-^6 
astat(e, 4-5 estat, (4 astaat(e, -tait, estaat(e, 6 
esstat, estatt, 6-7 Sc. estaifce, -tte), 4- estate ; 
pi. 3 astaz, aestaz. Cf. Astate and State, [a. 
OF. estat (= Pr. estat, Sp. and Pg. estado , It. 
stato), ad. L. status State, f. std-re to stand.] 

1 . State or condition in general, whether material 
or moral, bodily or mental. In ME. occas. : Con* 
stituti on, nature. arch.\ now almost exclusively 
in Biblical phrases. 

# cx 230 HaliMeid. 13 pis mihte. .i pis deadlich lif scheaweS 
in hire estat of pe blisse undeadlich. 0x340 Cursor M. 1587 
(Trin.) }>at god not my3t Brynge mon .. Into }?e astate hat 
he had tynt. 0x374 Chaucer Boeth . v. vi. 171 Lat vs loken 
now as we mowen whiche f> at b e estat is of k e deuyne sub- 
stance. 1395 E. E. Wills 1 1882 ) 4 In hool estat of my body. 
1486 Bk. St. Albans C j a, Sum put hawkys in mew at high 
estate. Ibid. C iij a, Ye se yowre hawke may not endew 
her meete nor remounte her astate. 1490 Caxton Eneydos 
xiv. 50 Alle the werkes are taryed and lefte in the astate of 
inperfection. 15x9 Interl. Four Elements vex Hazl. Dads- 
ley I. ix Each element I reduce to his first estate. 1549 
Thomas ( title l. The History of Italye. .because it intreateth 
of the astate of many and diveirs common weales. 1563 
Shute Archit. Diva, In Italic are these pillers fpunde 
standing in good estate. 1605 Land. Prodigal 1. i. 224, 

1 hope he died in good estate. 1614 Raleigh Hist. World 
v. i. § 1 a 574 He arrives in safety at Carthage, and makes 
them know the estate of Lilybseum. 1624-47 Bp. Hall 
Rem. Wks. (x66oi 2 A Physician .. enquiring of her estate. 
X630 Earl Dorchester in Ellis Orig. Lett. n. 268. III. 262 
The Queene . .is in good estate. 1662 Bk. Com. Prayer 
(Pickering 1844’) 56 We pray for the good estate of the Catho- 
lick Church. 1676 Grew Anat. Plants, Led. ii. (1682) 243c 
There is some kind of Alkaline Salt in Plants even in their 
natural estate. 1794 S. Williams Vermont 154 The savages 
of North America were sunk into the lowest estate of 
filth. 1844 Kinglake Ed'then xxvi. (1878) 341 Their second 
estate would be worse than their first, x868 Freeman 
Norm. Conq. (1876) II, ix. 402 The wall, in its first estate, 
seems to have been merely a dyke of earth and rough 
stones. 1873 Browning Red Cott. Nt.-c. 219, I am forty- 
three years old ; In prime of life, perfection of estate. 

fo. A special state or condition ; a condition .of 
existence; Also In estate in existence. Obs. 
exc. in Man's, woman's estate — manhood, woman- 
hood, and {arch.) in The \holy) estate of matri- 
mony. 

a 13x1$ Ancr. R. 178 Sik mop Jiaueft two swuSe dredfule 
aestaz : }?et on is hwon he ne iveleS nout his owune sick- 
nesse. c X385 Chaucer L. G. W. 125 Prol., Fforgetyn hadde 
the erthe his pore estat 0 wyntyr. 1483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 
374/1 She was in the estate of vyrgynyte, in estate of mary- 
age, in estate of wydowhede. 15. . Adam Bel <$• Clym of 
Clough 665 in Ritson Am. Pop. Poetry 30 When he com- 
meth to mannes estate. 1541 R. Copland Galyen’s Terap. 

2 C j. The fyrste . . doth away the dysease that is present. 
And the other wfcstandeth the dysease that is nat yet in 
estate. 1594 Hooker Eccl. Pol. 1. xv, In regard of a future 
estate hereafter necessary to be knowne. 1744 E. Heywood 
Female Sped. (1748} II. 23 A gentleman in the western 
parts of England had two daughters at marriage estate. 

f c. In estate [ «• Fr. en etai {de ] : in a position, 
able (to do something). Obs. rare. 

1651 Hist. Don Fenise 40 She took Felix by the hand, and 
put him in estate to come to the point of his desires, 

f d. Good or normal condition. In his estate ; 
just as he was. Out of estate’. ‘ out of condition’. 
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c 1400 Rom. Rose 4675 Thou Art so anguisshous and 
mate, Disfigured oute of astate. 1447-8 Shillingford Lett. 
(Camd. Soc.) 37 Stondyng yn his astate ayenst the fire. 
<7x460 Tmuneley Myst. 104 My belly farys not weylle, it is 
out of astate. 1578 Lyte Dodoens 1. Ixi. 88 The floures do not 
lightly perishe or vade, but may be kept a long time in 
their estate, and colour. 1587 Fleming Contn , Holinshed. 
III. 1 3 51/2, I found the good prince laid in his estate, 
t e. ? State of privilege or advantage. Obs. 

1628 Wither Brit. R emend. ii. 119 Knew I not the 
Christian Man’s estate Extended further than to contem- 
plate. 1633 G. Herbert Temple 54 Mans whole estate 
Amounts land richly) to serve thee. 

■ + £ An account of the state or condition of 
anything; a ‘statement’ of particulars. Obs . 

1474 Heuseh. Ord. 22 For the contentement of his house- 
hold royal and creditors thereof, as is expressed before in 
the estate of this seyd court for the yere, xiii M ‘>1 [/.<?. 
13,000/.]. 1484 Paston Lett, No. 880 ill. 3x1 The seid 
John requerith an astate to be takyo in those londys lymyted 
to William the sone for deffaut off issue off Clement Paston. 
1302 Arnolde Chron. (j8xi) 285 The sayd Cardinal hath 
yow bounde aparte to make him a sure astate of alle the 
said landes, by Ester next comyng. 

2. Condition with respect to worldly prosperity, 
fortune, etc. Cf. 12 . arch. 

<*1300 Cursor M. 17321 Cott.) Do hym by kept in pre- 
soners estate Till yt be past our sabate. <71386 Chaucer 
Knt.'s T. 68 Noon estat [v.r. astate, estaat, estate] assureth 
to be weel. ? 1370 R obt. Cicyle 54 Hym to brynge to lowar 
estate, a 1400 Cov. Myst. 6x A ryght pore man . . Of sympyl 
astat in clothis rent. 1447 Bokenham Seyntys (Roxb.) 9 In 
poure astate and in low degre. a 1535 More JDe qua/. 
Nouiss. Wks. 86/1 Yet thou wouldest not greatly enuy his 
estate, if thou thoughteste, etc. X662 Bk. Com. Prayer 
(Pickeringx 844 V56 Anyways afflicted or distressed in mind, 
body, or estate. 1671 tr. Frejus ’ Voy. Mauritania 7 Made 
a slave . . and detained in that estate till our arrival. 1846 
Keble Lyra Inuoc. (1873) 192 From ox and ass that wait 
Here on His poor estate, a 1862 Buckle Civiliz. (1869) 
III. i. 1 One of the greatest nations of the earth, was 
broken, and cast down from its high estate. 

t b. ? Means, ability, opportunity. In phrase, 
After (one's) estate . Obs. 

<7 1380 Wyclif Set. Wks. II. 409 pei shulen lyve as {se world 
axi)> and take gladnesse of J?e world aftir her astaat. c 1430 
Syr Try am. 469. Every man lovyd hym aftur ther estate. 
<7x510 Virgilius in Thoms Prose Rom. 21 Remus toke with 
hym manye folke after his estate. 1545 Brinklow Lament. 
(1874V 88 Thou must be diligent daylye to helpe thyne 
neyghhour acordinge to thyne estate. 

S. Status, standing, position in the world ; degree 
of rank ; esp. exalted rank or dignity. Also in phr. 
man, etc. of estate, arch . 

a 1225 A ncr. R. x 60 Ant te eadie Johan in onliche stude, \ 
per ase he was, peos J>reo astaz of-earnede him one, c 1340 
Cursor M. 6949 (Trin.) His fadris astate he [eliazar] here 
Til Iosue we speke of here, c 1368 Chaucer Compl. Pite 
41 Wisdome, estaat, drede and gouernaunce. 1413 Lydg. 
Pilgr. Sowle iv. xxix. { 1S59? 61 Of this statua or ymage it 
is, that men of hyhe power ben cleped men of estate. 1432 
Paston Lett. No. x8 I. 34 Suche persones as for .. their 
estate, owe of reson to be suffred to speke with the king. 
c 1450 Bk. Curtasye 276 i n Babees Bk., ge be bothe of on astate. 
1483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 201/3, 1 bad the estate of a clerke 
in the chyrche. c 1500 Lancelot 543 So cam ther in an agit 
knyght, and hee Of gret esstat semyt for to bee. 1531 
Elyot Gov. i. i ; All the inhabitantes of a realme . . of what 
astate or condition so euer they be. 1596 Shaks. Merck. 
Ven. 11. ix. 41 O, that estates, degrees, and offices, Were not 
deriu’d corruptly. 1611 Bible Transl. Pref. 1 If any man 
conceit, that Princes are priuiledged by their high estate, 
he is deceiued. 

t b. A definite position in life ; an occupation. 
Obs. rare . [A usual sense of Fr. katj\ 

1685 Petty Will p. xi, Those who have been bred to no 
calling nor estate. 

C. ellipt. = person or persons of estate . Obs. 
(Cf. similar use of dignity .) 

1399 Langl. Rich. Redeles Prol. 82 pe story is of non 
estate J?at stryuen with her Justus, a 1483 Liber Niger in 
Housek. Ord. 32 Knyghts or other wurshypfull astate for 
the towell. 1509 Fisher Wks 144 The crummes that fall 
vnder the hordes of lordes or grete estates. 1530 Proper 
Dyaloge (1863) 9 Bothe comones and estates none excepte. 
x6xx Bible Mark vi. ax Herod, made a supper to his lords, 
high captaines, and chiefe estates of Galilee. 1634 R. H. 
Saleme Regint. 88 Let them [eels] he drest with Galendine 
. .as great Estates Cookes are wont to doe. 
f 4. Outward display of one's condition ; grandeur, 
pomp, State. Obs. exc. arch, {poet is 
<x 385 Chaucer L. G. W. 1034 Dido, This frosche lady. . 
Stod in the temple in hire estat ryal. c 1386 — Sgr.'s T. x8 
And kepte alwey so wel roial estat. 1393 Gower Con/. III. 
299 He. .cast about his eye, And sigh the lordes in estate. 
a 1483 Liber Niger in Housek. Ord. 19 In the festyvall dayes 
or when astate should be shewed. <7 1489 Caxton Sonnes of 
Aymon xxiii. 495 Soo shall I gyve theym landes ynoughe 
for to mayntene theyr astate. 1870 Morris Earthly Par. 

1 . 1. 384 Thou, .by my side shall sit in such estate That, etc. 

t b. Retinue. Obs. 

<71500 Melusine 50 Honourably might a kinge with alle 
his estate haue be Receyued therat. 

C. Cap of estate (fieri) : see Cap sb^- 4 f (c). 
t Chair, cloth, cup, horse, place, robe, throne, etc. 
of estate = chair, etc. of State. Obs. 

X4213 Jas, I Kingis Q. xciv, In a cheire of estate besyde. . 
There sawe I sitt the blynde god Cupide. 1555 Fardle 
Fusions 1. v. 56 [The Kinge] put on some robe of estate. 
1579 Gosson Sch. Abuse (Arb.) 33 He . . gaue him wine to 
drink in cups of estate. 1586 Marlowe xst Ft. Tamburl. 
v. ii, Mount up your royal places of estate. 1599 Hakluyt 
Voy. II. 62 His imperial! throne of estate. 1632 Lithgow 
Trav. iv. 140 Who inthronized himself, in the Persian Chair 
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of Estate, Anno 7030. 2653 H. Cogan tr. Pintds Trav. lx. 

246 Covered overhead with three cloths of Estate. x66a 
Ogilby Kings Coronation (1685) 2 The Duke of Albemarle, 
Master of the Horse, on Horseback, leading a Horse of 
Estate. 2844 Disraeli Coningsby 1. iv. There he stood . . 
in his robes of estate. 1864 Boutell Heraldry Hist. <5* 
Pop. xxiv. 413 Ensigned by a cap of estate of very large 
dimensions. ^ f 

f d. ellipt. A canopy, chair, dais, fold of ‘state . 
To lay, make (an) estate : to make a fold of the 
cloth, in token of respect, opposite the king’s seat 
<7x460 J. Russell Bk. Nurture 102 in Babees Bk., Ley 
estate with the vpper part [of the cloth] pe brede of half 
fote is greable. 1494 Housek. Ord. 119 On that side make 
an estate with his rodd ; & then goeing before the kinge 
doeing his reverence, & soe make another estate on the 
other side of the king. 15x3 Bk. Keruynge in Babees Bk. 
268 And laye estat with the vpper parte halfe a fote brode. 
1587 Fleming Contn. Holinshed III. 1490/1 My lord before 
the estate of his majestie knighted a Dutch gentleman, 
called Sir Martin Shinke. X603 Drayton Bar. Wars vi. 
Iv, The Queen .. sat under an Estate of Lawne. 1605 
Journ . Earl Nottingk. in Marl . Misc. • Malh. ) I. 560 The 
two virgins near her, and the other six upon the degrees at 
the foot of the estate, 1607 Totsf.ll Four-f Beasts (1673) 
128 Princes, .sitting upon their estate, 
f 5. A class, order, rank in a community or 
nation. All estates : all sorts of people. Obs. 

1530 Palsgr. Introd. x Unto the nobilite . . and . . unto all 
other estates of this my natyfe countrey. 1577 North- 
brooke Dicing (1843) 36 Vice raigneth too, too much 
amongst al estates and degrees. 1590 Recorde, etc. Gr. 
Artec 11646) 183 This Rule is . . profitable for all estates of 
men. 1594 Shaks. Rick. Ill , in, vii. 213 We know your 
tendernesse of heart . . to all Estates. __ x6ox Holland Pliny 

1. 126 A fit estate there is besides in great request, and 
namely of Philosophers and Religious. 1643 Milton Divorce 
Introd. (1851)3 Filling each estate of life and profession, 
with abject and servil principles. 

6 . An order or class regarded as part of the body 
politic, and as such participating in the govern- 
ment either directly or through its representatives. 

The number of ‘ estates’ in most of the nations of Christen- 
dom has usually been three (exceptionally four, as in Sweden 
and Aragon', but the specific enumeration has varied con- 
siderably. In England the ‘estates’ as represented in 
Parliament were originally z. Clergy ; 2. . Barons and 
Knights ; 3. Commons ; after various fluctuations, the final 
arrangement was 1. Lords Spiritual ; 2. Lords Temporal ; 
3. Commons. In France the three estates were 1. Clergy; 

2. Nobles; 3. Townsmen. The Scottish estates were at 
first x. Prelates; 2. Tenants in Chief ; 3. Townsmen; after 
1428 they were x. Lords, lay and clerical; 2. Commissioners 
of Shires ; 3. Burgesses. For a full account of the matter 
see Stubbs Const. Hist. xv. 

Third Estate was formerly common (now much less so) 
as a designation of the English ‘commons’ or (transl. Fr. 
tiers itat) the French bourgeoisie before the Revolution. 
The other two ‘estates ’ are seldom spoken of numerically. 

[<7x380 Wyclif Sel. Wks. III. 184 per ben in J?e Chirche 
pre states pat God hape ordeyned, state of prestis and state 
of knystis, and pe pridd is staat of comunys.] 1425 Sc. 
Acts Jas. /( 1597) 7 It is ordaned be the King, be consent 
and deliuerance of the three Estaites, that, etc. <1460 
Fortescue Abs. $ Lint. Mon. (17141 73 The Gabell of the 
Salte, and the Quaterymes of the Wynys, war granted to 
the Kyng, by the three Estats of Fraunce. X489 Caxton 
Faytes of A. 1. v. 10 He shal assemble to counseil the 
foure estates of ^ his contree. 1494 Fabyan vii, 500 The 
thre astates of his realme, that is to meane the spiritualtie, 
the lordes and nobles, and the hedes or rulers of cyties. 
*547 J* Harrison Exhort . Scottes Fiijb, This was done in 
Parliamente, by consente of the thre estates. 16.. Pro - 
clam. Jas. I in Exammer 5 Oct. (1812) 626/2 A sufficient 
and well composed House, such as may be worthy to be 
a representative of a third estate of our kingdom. x68x 
Nevile Plato Rediv. 98 Which Deputies are now called 
the third Estate. 1765 T. Hutchinson Hist. Col. Mass. 
iv. 419 Any step towards forming themselves into a church 
estate. 1794 J. Gifford Reign Louis XVI, 350 The in- 
structions of the clergy coincided with those of the nobility 
and Third Estate. 1827 Hallam Const. Hist. (1876) I. ii. 
73 The fall of the mitred abbots changed the proportions of 
the two estates which constitute the upper house of parlia- 
ment. 1850 Gladstone Glean. (1879) V. xx. 185 The con- 
cessions of the spiritual estate of the realm. X875 Stubbs 
Const. Hist. II. xv. 184 It was not by any means clear, at the 
end of the reign of Edward I, that they [the smaller land- 
owners] might not furnish a fourth estate of Parliament. 

b. pi. An assembly of the governing classes or 
their representatives. Esiates-general (in F ranee) : 
see States-general. 

1603 Knolles Hist. Turks (1621) 1326 The Estates of the 
united Provinces . . resolved to make a league with the 
Turke. 1628 tr. Camden's Hist. Eliz . 11. (x688) 226^ The 
Estates camp at Rimenant. 1684 Scanderbeg Rediv. iii. 44 
The Estates being Assembled in the Castle of Warsaw. 
1827 Scott Napoleon Introd,, The Estates-General of France 
met at Versailles on the 5th May, 1789. T845 S. Austin 
Ranke's Hist. Rej Cl. 359 The emperor could come to no 
agreement with the Estates. 1875 Stubbs Const. Hist. II. 
xv. 163 An assembly of Estates is an organised collection, 
made by representation or otherwise, of the several orders, 
states or conditions of men who are recognised as possess- 
ing political power. 

*[I 7. The (Three) Estates of the Realm (see 6 ) 
has often been misused to denote the three powers 
whose concurrence is necessary for legislation, viz. 
the Crown, the House of Lords, and the House 
of Commons. 

Perh. Aylmer (quot. 1559) took the word in sense 8, as 
he argues that the three forms of government, monarchy, 
aristocracy, and democracy, are united in the English con- 
stitution. 

1559 Bp. J. Aylmer Harb. Faith f Subjects H iij, In the 
parliament hous . . you shal find these 3 estats. The King 


or Queene which represented the Monarchic, The noble 
men which be the Aristocratic. And the Burgesses and 
Knights the Democrat ie. 1648 Dk. Ormond Let. in Milton 
Observ . Art. Pease, The three estates of king, lords, and 
commons, whereof in all ages parliaments have consisted. 
a 1745 Swift Lett. (1768) IV. 279 An assembly of the three 
estates is not properly of Gothxck institution. 1769 Lett. 
Junius xvii. 75 Not . . any one, or any two, of the three estates 
have power to make a new law, without the concurrence of 
the third. 18x9 Syd. Smith Wks. (1859) I. 282/1 The king, 
four aristocratical assessors, and the assembly of captains, 
are the three estates of the Ashantee government. x88y 
Pall Mall G. 8 June 3/2 Mr. Bryce’s accuracy is at fault 
when he tells us that the Canadian Parliament, 4 like its 
model in Westminster, is made up of the three estates, the 
Queen and the two Houses 

b. The Fourth Estate % (a.) formerly in various, 
jocular applications (see quots.) ; (b.) now appro- 
priated to the Press. 

We have failed to discover confirmation of Carlyle’s state- 
ment (quot* 1 841) attributing to Burke the use of this phrase 
in the application now current. A correspondent of. Notes 
ty Queries (1st Ser. XI. 452) states that he heard Brougham 
use it in the House of Commons in 1823 or 1824, and that it 
was at that time treated as original. 

1752 Fielding Covent-Garden Jml. 13 June No. 47 Wks. 
(1806) X. 80 None of our political writers . . take notice of 
any more than three estates, namely, Kings, Lords, and 
Commons, .passing by in silence that very large and power- 
ful body which form the fourth estate in this community. . 
The Mob. Ibid. 83 Nor hath this estate . . been unknown 
to the other three. 1821 Hazlitt Table Talk vi. 115 He 
[Cobbett] is a kind of fourth estate in the politics of this 
country. 1837 Carlyle Fr. Rev. I. vi. v, A Fourth Estate, 
of Able Editors, springs up. 1841 — Hero-worship, Lect. 
v, Burke said there were three Estates in Parliament, but in 
the Reporters’ Gallery, .there sat a fourth Estate more im- 
portant far than they all. 1854 Knight Once upon a Time II. 
20 Hackney-chairmen . . belonged to what Fielding termed 
4 The Fourth Estate That dignity is now assigned to the 
Press. 1870 Sir H. Lytton Bulwer Life Palmerston II. 
ix. 1 19 note, At that period the * Times ’ constituted a fourth 
estate of the realm. 1885 Harper's Mag. Mar. 647/x A 
power which calls itself the Fourth Estate of the realm. 
f8. Political constitution, form of government* 
[Cf. etat 8 in Littre.] Obs. 

*559 [see 7]. *603 Knolles Hist. Turks (1621) 76 The 
whole estate of that great empire . . was almost utterly sub- 
verted. 16x4 Raleigh Hist. World u. 493 Alcamenes 
governed Sparta ; after whom the Estate changed, accord- 
ing to Eusebius. [Often in Raleigh.] 1670 Milton Hist. 
Eng. v. 1x851) 190 When God hath decreed servitude on a 
sinful Nation, fitted by their own vices for no condition 
hut servile, all Estates of Government are alike unable to 
avoid it. 

t 9. Administration of government ; in phrases. 
Affairs , etc. of estate , Secretary of Estate . Obs. 
Now State. 

1599 Hakluyt Voy. II. 175 Our Secretarie of estate. 1605 
Bacon Adv. Learn. 1. ii. 9 Such Popes .. proceed vpon 
truer principles of Estate than those which haue ascended 
to the Papacie from an education and breeding in affaires 
of Estate. 1651 Reliq . Wot ton. 360 The Cavalier Vieta, 
his principall Secretary of Estate. 1679 Everard Prot. 
Princes Europe 26 That which., did happen upon this 
Error of Estate to the Imperial House of Austria. 

flO. A body politic, a kingdom or common- 
wealth ; — State. Obs. 

1605 Bacon A dv. Learn. 1. vii. 33 Then should people and 
Estates be happy when either Kings were Philosophers, or 
Philosophers Kings. 1750 Beawes Lex Mercat . (1752) 7 
The merchants which trafficked in the interior parts of their 
estates. 

11. Law . The interest which any one has in lands, 
tenements, or any other effects; often with quali- 
fying words or phrases, as an estate upon condi- 
tion, in fee, for life, of inheritance, tail, from year 
to year, at will, etc. Real estate, an interest in 
landed property; Personal estate, an interest in 
movables ; but the phrases are often regarded as 
signifying the respective kinds of property. See 
also Fee, Tail, etc. 

1439 E. E. Wills <1882) 1x9 They that haue. .estate in my 
land to the execucion of this my last will, c 1462 Paston 
Lett. No. 461 II. 1x4 Your seid besecher had non astate in 
the seid maners. 1592 W. West Symbol. B iiij § 39 An 
Estate . . is that right and power whereby we haue the 
propertie or possessions of things. 1650 Bury Wills (1 850) 
226 My brother Butts Bacon, whom I haue intrusted with 
the estate of the house or cottage in which the said Norton 
now liveth. 1756 W. Toldervy Two Orphans IV. 265 
The good gentleman at the Abbey, who has left you his 
real estate. 1793 Smeaton Edystone L. § 75 Her estate in 
the Lighthouse was only for life. x8x8 Cruise Digest (eel. 2) 
I. 70 All inferior estates and interests in land are derived 
out of the fee simple. 1845 Polson in Encycl. Metrop. 829/1 
An estate from year to year may arise . . from that general 
letting heretofore held to constitute an estate at will. 1876 
Digby Real Prop. i. 43 The tenant is conceived as having 
only an estate in the lands— an interest which.. was some- 
thing short of absolute ownership. 

t b. To make an estate of (a thing) to (a person ' ; 
to give an interest in, a legal right or title to. Obs. 

1415 E. E. Wills (1882) 25, I wolle that my feoffes mak 
estat to . . my sone, of Thattely and Farley. 1520 Sir R. 
Elyot Will in Elyot' s Gov. (1883) I. App. 3x4 To make 
astate in fee to two other discrete persones. 1588 Wills $ 
Inv. N. C. (i860) II. 256 note, Whereas I haue made an 
estatt unto Robert Selbye..of my tenement or burgage. 
1621 Bolton Stat. Irel. 400 (Act 28 Eliz.), The rebels, .did 
make.. secret and fraudulent estates and conveyances of 
their lands. <r 1626 Bacon Max. «$* Uses Com. Law 56 
Where a man maketh an estate of his land to others, by 
fine, feofment, or recovery. 


SOI 


ESTEEM, 



ESTATE. 


12. Property, possessions, fortune, capital. Cf. a. 
arch. in gen. sense. 

1563 Homilies 11. Agst. Wilful Rebell. u. (1859) 563 
Hazarding the whole estate of our Country. 1596 Shaks. 
Merck . V, 1. i. 43 Nor is my whole estate Vpon tiie fortune 
of this present yeere. 1627-77 Fei.tham Resolves 1. xxxi. 
54 What do we, but like foolish merchants, venture all our 
estate in a bottom? 1644 Evelyn Mem. (1857) I 90 The 
marchands..have . . little or no extent of ground to employ 
their estates in. £1665 Mrs. Hutchinson Man. Col. 
Hutchinson 14 The lame estate he reaped by his happy 
industry. 1690 Locke Govt. 1. iv. § 42 ’Twould always be a 
Sin in any Man of Estate, to let his Brother perish. 1697 
Potter Antiq. Greece 111. xviii. (1715) 142 It was frequent 
for Men of Estates to rig out Ships at their own Expence. 
1730 Young £j>. to Pope 1. iR.>, One loses his estate, and 
down he sits. To show (in vaim he still retains his wits. 
1762 J. Brown Poetry # Mas. viii. (1763) 161 The Bards 
had estates settled on them, that they might be free from 
worldly Cares. 1847 Emerson Rtpr. Men , Napoleon Wks. 

( Bohn) I. 381 France served him with life, and limb, and 
estate. 1848 Macaulay Hist. Eng-. I. 308 The greatest 
estates in the kingdom then very little exceeded twenty 
thousand a year. 1878 Ouida Friendship I, vii. 70 They 
were very poor and of no great estate. 

b. Accounts, The collective assets and liabili- 
ties of a person {esp. of a deceased person, a 
bankrupt, a cestui que trust) viewed as an entity 
capable of owing or being entitled to money, of 
being solvent or insolvent. Phrase, To wind up 
mi estate. (By accountants often used in some- 
what wider sense : The * affairs ’ of a client so iar 
as the accountant is concerned with them. 1 ! 

Possibly this sense may be historically connected with r f, 
a ‘ ledger account ’ being spoken of in book-keeping as a 
creditor or debtor ; but evidence is wanting. 

1830 M< Culloch Princ. Pol. Economy (ed. 2) 268 The bank- 
rupt is entitled to a reasonable allow ance out of his effects 
. . If his estate pay 10 s. in, the pound, he is to be allowed 5 
per cent. Mod. Newspaper It takes 10% of the assets of 
a fifty-pound estate to pay for the Board of Trade stamps. 

13. A landed property ; usually, one of consider- 
able extent. (Now the commonest sense.) 

1760 72 tr. Juan 4* Ulloa's Voy. (ed. 3T. vi.311 When the 
wind blows from that quarter the weather is so sharp, that 
the rich families, .retire to their estates, situated in a warmer 
air. 1772 Ann. Reg. 177/2 Her Ladyship had 10,000 /. left ber 
by her father, and an estate of 7000/. per annum. 1784 
Cowper Task m. 755. Estates are landscapes, gazed upon 
awhile, Then advertised, and auctioneered away. 1794 
Mrs. Radcliffe Myst. Udolpho i, And retired to a small 
estate in Gascony. 1847 James J. Mars ton IP all x, He 
intended to send some one to his estates in Brittany. 1848 
Macaulay Hist. Eng. I. 151 The public charges can no 
longer be borne by the estates of the crown. 1855 Tennyson 
Maud 1. 1. v, Lord of the broad estate and the Hall. 

Estate (est^-t), v. [f. prec. sb.] 

1. trans. To put (a person) into an estate; to 
give (a person) an estate or possession, or a secured 
position, in (a thing) ; to endow with (possessions;. 
Rare in mod. use. 

1609 G. Benson Serm. 26 Salomons outlandish women,, 
so much estated themselves in the bosom of the king, that 
they drew him and his people to idolatry. x6xx Dekker 
Roaring C/rif Wks, 1873 III. 225 Estate him In those 
possessions, which your loue and care Once pointed out for 
him. 1639 J. Mayne City -Match v. v, I have estated her 
in all I have. 1670 Walton Lives 1. 22, [I] will quit my 
Bepefice, and estate you in it. 1823 Lamb Let. to Southey 
xiii. 125 In what possession has not this last name alone 
estated me. 1859 Tennyson Lancelot $ Elaine 1312 Then 
would I . . Estate them with large land and territory. 1887 
Sat. Rev. yq, Sept. 413 His country seat atWootton, wherein 
Mr. Zabriskie has surely estated Rousseau somewhat at 
the cost of one Mr. Davenport. 

t 2. To furnish with an estate or property, lit. 
and fig. Obs. See also Estated ppl. a. 

1625 Donne Serm . cl. VI. 63 And in the Resurrection [we 
are) Estated and put in possession of his Kingdom. 1625 
Fletcher Fair Maid Inn in. i, This puppy being left well 
estated, comes to Florence. 1646 Buck Rich. Ill, n. 55 
Cruell Lords estated oneiy by their unjust Armes. 1653 Bp. 
Hall Christ Mysticall § 2. 6 Our faith . . must shew us. . 
how royally we are allied, how gloriously estated. 

1 3. To bestow or settle as an estate on or upon 
( also rarely unto) a person. Also, To estate out : 
to let out. Obs. 

1590 Shaks. Mids. N. 1. i. 98 And all my right of her, I do 
estate vnto Demetrius. 1622 62 Heylyn Cosmogr. n. (1682) 
88 There was nothing left of the ancient Saxony to be 
estated upon Bernard of Anhalt. Ibid. nr. (1673’ 211 1 The 
whole Land being also his, he estates it out for no term 
certain, a 1669 Bp. King Poems m. xv. (1843) 109 Till he 
estate his vertue on his son. 

1 4. To put into a certain state or condition. 
Sometimes with allusion to sense 1 . Obs. 

1605 Heywood If you kficnv not me Wks. 1874 I. 238 Con- 
vert her foes ; estate her in true peace, a 1626 Bp. Andrewes 
Serm. (1641) 389 Hee liveth . . to estate us in this life in the 
hope of a reversion. 1640 Fuller Joseph's Coat (1867' 66 
By faith and repentance we are first estated in God’s favour. 
170X Beverley Glory of Grace 16 It cannot be suppos'd 
such High Angelical Beings . . should be so Estated in him 
and by him, under an Ignorance of him. 

Estated (estated), ppl. a. [f. Estate sb. and 
v. + -ed.] Furnished with an estate, possessed of 
‘ means * or property ; in later use, esp. of landed 
property. 

1607 Topsell Serpents To Rdr., Because we were not so 
throughly estated, as to maintain a sufficient Scholar to 
attend only upon the Presse. 16x5 Man wood Lawes Forest 


xx. § 8 173 A Pourallee man that may keepe greyhounds 
must be a man estated according to this law of x lac. 1729 
Swift Let. to Dublin Weekly Jml Look upon the poor 
starving in your streets, while the rich and estated men live 
in pomp. 1758 Herald N o. x8. 1 1 , 40 The estated and labour- 
ing parts of the people. 1774 Gen. Lee in Burke's Corr. 
(1844) I. 509 Men, from the first estated gentleman to the 
poorest planters. x86x Maine Anc. Law 299 This system 
was. .especially disadvantageous to one class of estated pro- 
prietors. 1877 Hon. Miss Ferrard I. ii. 56 The estated 
heretic who drives his carriage and pair. 

t Esta’tely, a. and adv. Obs . Also 4 estate- 
lichee, estatly. [f. Estate 4- -ly* and *.] 

A. adj. Dignified, majestic, stately. B. adv. 
In a stately manner. 

c 1374 Chaucer Troylus v. 823 She sobre was, ek symple, 
and wyse withalle . . Charytable, estateliche, lusty, and fre. 
c 1386 — Monk’s T, 7:22 Julius . . well loved estatly honeste. 

14. . {title) A Noble Boke off Cookry ffor a Prynce Houss- 
olde or eny other Estately Houssoldejed. A. Napier 1882'. 
c 1430 Lydg. Min. Poems (1840) 4 Sergeauntes and other 
officeres, Estatly horsed. 

Estatesman (est^-tsmfien). [f. Estate sb. + 
Man; estate’s man; cf. beadsman, craftsman, 
etc.] An etymologizing perversion of Statesman, 
a Cumberland or Westmoreland yeoman. 

1820 Wordsw. Seen. Lakes (18231 85 The family of each 
man, whether estatesman or farmer, formerly had a 
two-fold support. Ibid. 86 The lands of the estatesmen 
being mortgaged, .they fall into the hands of wealthy 
purchasers. 

t Estatute. Obs. [a. OY.estaiut (Littre), ad. 

1., statutum : see Statute.] — Statute, a. A 
law, ordinance, b. A bond, security. 

a. a 1:514 Act 6 Hen. VIII, c. 13 Pream., Shoting in long 
bowes is the lesse used and diverse good estatutes for refor- 
macion of the same have ben made. 1574 tr. Littleton's 
Tenures 48 b, An ordynaunce that is entred in the auncient 
estatuts. 1587 Harrison England n. iii. (1877) 1. 77 Without 
all respect of order or estatutes devised by the founders [of 
colleges]. x6io in Picton IJpool Munic. Rec. (1883) 1 * 122 
All Acts and Estatutes made by the Queue’s highnes. [1731 
Bailey cites Chaucer.] 

b. 1584 Lodge A larum 64 You will seale me an estatute 
for my mony. 

EJstcheker, obs. form of Exchequer. 

t Este, sb. Obs. Forms: 1 est, 2-3 este 
0 Orm . essts), 5 est. [OE. ist fern. prehistoric 
*Sstf), corresp. to OFris. ist, enst, OS., OHG. 
anst, ON. ast, Goth, ansts: — OTeut. *ansti-z; 
also late OE. (in sense 3) ist masc. (pi. istas) ; f. 
root of Unnen, to grant. Cf. OHG. unst, mod.G. 
g-unst, Sw. ynnest, Da. yndest, i. un- weak grade 
of the same root.] 

1 . Good pleasure, favour, grace (esp. of God). 
In OE. also : Bounty, munificence. 

Beowulf 3074 (Gr.) He, .hsefde agendes est aer gesceawod. 
a 1000 Andreas 1 217 (Gr.) Ne moton ofer mine est pinne 
lichoman lehtrum scyldi?;e deaSe fcedaelan. c 1430 SyrTryam. 
1416 As y yow say, be Goddys est ! a 1440 Sir Eglam. 904 
Make we mery for Goddys est. 

2 . Pleasure, delight, luxury. 

c xooo Ags. Gosp. Luke vii. 25 pa Se synt on deorwurpum 
reafe & on estum [cixfio Hatton estenj Vulg. deliciis]. 
a X175 Cott. Horn. 241 Mineesten beoS wunian mid mannen 
bearnen. a 1240 U rcisun in Cott. Horn. 201 Ne wene 
nomon to stihen wi'S este to pe steorren. a 1240 Sawles 
Warde ibid. 257 MeaSful in alles cunnes estes. #1250 
Owl iy Night. 1504 Thu mijt mid wlate the este bugge. 

3 . Dainty food ; also pi. dainties. 

c xooo IE lfric Voc. in Wr.-Wiilcker 152 Dapes, kininga 
wist, uel estas. a 1200 Moral Ode 359 Ne seal per ben bred 
ne win . ne oper cunnes este. c 1200 Trin. Coll. Horn. 99 
pis dai is deped estre dai pat is estene da, and te este is 
husel. c X20O Ormin 7542 & 3iff we wolldenn shunenn a^ 
To fillenn uss wipp esstess. a 1250 Owl Night . 353 Mid 
este thu the mijt over-quatle. 

4 . In Comb., which did not survive beyond early 
ME.: e-stdede [see Deed], deed of kindness ; 
e'stful a., dainty, fastidious, luxurious ; hence e'st- 
fulness, daintiness ; e-stlichtf. [see -LY 1 ], dainty, 
luxurious ; e'stliclie adv. [see -LY*], daintily, 
luxuriously; e'stmete = 3. 

c 1250 Gen. <S* Ex. 2758 And ietro geld it him in *estdede. 
a 1000 Ags. Gloss, in Wr.-Wiilcker 218 Deliciosa, *estful. 
a 1225 Ancr. R. xo8 Estful is peos an ere, ant muchel is pet 
heo bit. C1340 Cursor M. App. i. (Edin. MS.) 23750 pe 
fleis es ai to flihtis fus, pe werd estful and couaitus. 
a 1000 Voc. in Wr.-Wiilcker 220 Deuotio, *estfulnes. <2850 
Kentish Gloss, ibid. 84 Delicatse , *estelice. c 1200 Trin. 
Coll. Horn. 179 pe riche. habbe <5 of here [underlinges] 
swindle, .estliche metes and drinkes. cxooo Andreas 292 
(Gr.) We pe *estliche mid us willa ‘5 ferigan. ^ a zzz$ A ncr. R . 
204 pe Suwe of 3iuernesse pet is, Glutunie, hauecS pigges 
pus inemned. To Erliche hette pet on i pet oSer to Est- 
liche. c xooo ^Elfric Gram. ix. (Z.) 54 II sec daps, peos sund 
o 3 Se *estmete. c 1200 Trin. Coll. Horn. 37 pe est metes 
and drinkes [he] ut speweS. c 1200 Ormin 829 Nass nan 
esstemete paer patt foll^hepp gluternesse. 

t Este, a. Obs. Also 3 north, eist. [OE. Sste 
(* anst jo-)> f- ist\ see Este jA] a. Of persons: 
Gracious, kind, bountiful, b. Of things : Agree- 
able, pleasant, savoury. 

Beowulf 945 t'Gr.) past hyre eald Metod este wsere bearn- 
gebyrdo. a xooo Cxdmon’s Gen. 1509 (Gr.) Daet he him 
ealra waes ara este. a 1250 Owl 4 Night. 997 That lond 
his god, ne hit nis este. a 1300 Cursor M. 3610 < Cott.), If pou 
mai bring me any beist pou graith me ful fair and eist. 
a 1300 Prov. Hendyng xiii, Este bueth oune brondes. 


Esteem (est?*m), sb. Forms, see the vb. [f. 
next : cf. Fr. estime (perh. the source), Sp., Pg. 
estima, It. siima.] 

*p I. a. Estimate, valuation, in phr. To make an 
esteem, to. Estimated value, valuation, c. To put , 
set ( an ) esteem , a high, low esteem upon : to set a 
value upon, cause to be esteemed (highly, etc.). 

a 1528 Skelton Vox Papuli 672 Of the substance of your 
realme .. I wyll make an esteame. i6ox Shaks. All's Well 
v. iii. 1 We lost a lewell of her, and our esteeme Was made 
much poorer by it. x66o Webster & Rowley Cure for 
Cuckold 11. ii, I will deliver you in ready Coin the full and 
dearest esteem of what you crave. x66z J. Bargrave Pope 
Alex. VII (1867) 123 But they put an esteem upon them, 
and I [was] made pay dear for them. 166s Manley Gro~ 
Hus' Low~C. Warres 677 Here may be a Reason why 
valiant men should set a light esteem thereon, a 1672 
Wilkins Nat. Relig. 11. vi. (1693) 363 Every one who will 
act rationally, .must proportion his esteem of things, accord- 
ing to the real value of them, a 1680 Butler Rem. (1759) 
I. 21 The World, that never sets Esteem On what Things 
are, but what they seem. 

2. Estimation, opinion, judgement. Somewhat 
arch. 

1588 Shaks. L. L. L. ii. i. 4 Yourself, held precious in the 
worlds esteeme. 1640 Fuller Joseph's Coat viii. (1867) 185 
The good esteem which foreigners have conceived of the 
piety and learning of the Geneva ministers. ^ 1667 Milton 
P. L. ix. 328 Our Foe .. affronts us with his foul esteem 
Of our integritie. 1675 Traherne Chr. Ethics ii. 19 Per- 
fect righteousness is a full and adequate esteem of all the 
value that is in things. 1836 J. Gilbert Chr. Atonem. vi. 
(1852) 162 In the Divine esteem, the law was not more ex- 
cellent after than before atonement, 

3. Favourable opinion; regard; respect. In 
{much) esteem : in favour, {obs. or arch.) 

x6xx Bible Trans l. Pref. 1 [It] deserueth certainly much 
respect and esteeme. x6so Bulwer Anthropomet. Pref., 
A Camoyse Saddle-nose is in esteem. 1697 Dryden FEneid 
(J.), Who can see, Without esteem for virtuous poverty, 
Severe Fabritius. 1700 — Fables Pref., Both those poets 
lived in much esteem with good and holy men in orders. 
1738-9 W. Richardson in Swift's Lett. (1768) IV. 219, I 
am ever, dear Sir, with the highest esteem and respect, 
etc. 1800 Cogan Philos. Treat. Passions n. iii. (1802) 151 
Esteem is the commencement of affection, 1823 Lamb 
jE’/f«:(r867) 43 Whist had engaged her maturer esteem. X84X-4 
Emerson Ess. Self-Reliance Wks. (Bohn) I. 37 They mea- 
sure their esteem of each other by what each has, and not by 
what each is. x86x Geo. Eliot Silas M. 26 He was banished 
for ever from the sight and esteem of Nancy Lammeter. 

f4. Account, worth; reputation; also, Man , 
etc. of {great, etc.) esteem. Obs. 

a 1450 Knt. de lei Tour 179, I hold them of none extyme. 
5483 Caxton Esope (E. E. T. S) 144 Of the which wordes 
the labourer made lytyl extyme. 1591 Shaks. i Hen. VI, 
ill. iv. 8 Fiue hundred Prisoners of esteeme. Ibid. v. v. 27 
Your Highnesse is bet roath’d Vnto another Lady of esteeme. 
1604 Rowlands Looke to it 42 Earth’s delightes shall be of 
no esteeme. 1634 Sir T, Herbert Trav. to 6 A dreaming 
Oracle, long time of divine iEsteam among them. 1643 
Fuller Holy and Prof. St. iji. iii. 158 Others . . boast of 
their robberies, to usurp the esteem of valour. 1673 Temple 
Observ. United Prov . Wks. 1731 I. 34 Men .. who have 
pass’d through most of the Employments of State, with 
the Esteem of Prudence and Integrity. 171a Hearne Collect. 

S »xf. Hist. Soc.) III. 31 1 Whatsoever is of any Esteem with 
en. 1762 J. Brown Poetry 6* Mus. iv. (1763) 44 The 
Profession of Bard or Musician would be held.. of high 
Esteem. 1824 W. Irving T. Trav . II. 90 All these were of 
precious esteem, being family reliques. 

Esteem (estrm), v. Forms: 5-6 es-, ex- 
tyme, 5-7 esteme, 6-7 esteeme, (6 sesteme, ex- 
time, exsteme, exteame, 7 eesteam, estime, 8 
esteam), 5 - esteem. Also 5 aphet. stime. [ad. 
OF. estimer (often spelt extimer % ad. L. wstimare, 
of which Estimate is the direct representative. Cf. 
Pr., Sp. and Pg. estimar, It. stimar. 

The regular phonetic representative of L. festimare in OF. 
was esmer Aim v. For the phonology in Eng. cf. redeem, 
ad. L. redim-ere ; the sound (i) under some undefined cir- 
cumstances became in late ME. \e], afterwards passing 
regularly into the modern (?).] 

I. To estimate value ; to value. 

+l trans. To estimate the value of, assign (a value) 
to ; to value, assess, appraise. Const, at. In later 
use onIyy%*., to assign the degree of merit of. Obs. 

1475 Caxton Jason 65 b, Ye are in valewe moche more 
thenne I can exteme. a 1533 I,d. Berners Huon cxxiii. 440 
The bed that Huon lay on . . no humayne tonge can esteme 
the valewe therof. 1551 Bmmfev. xxvii, 17 Hys land . . 
shalbe worthe accordinge as it is estemed. 1581 Lambarde 
Eiren. iv. v. (1588) 496 So of Charters . . their value cannot 
be esteemed. x6xx Shaks. Cymb. 1. iv. 85 What do you 
esteeme it at? 1621 Ainsworth Annot. Pent at. Lev. v. 13 
The priest, .was to esteeme and value all holy things. 17x1 
Addison Sped. No. 257 ? 8 No other Being can. . esteem us 
according to our Merits. 1776 Sir J. Reynolds Disc. vii. 
(18761 422 It is the duty of the connoisseur to know and 
esteem, .every part of painting. 

2. To attach value (subjectively) to. 
a. In neutral sense, qualified variously by ad- 
verbs ( highly , lightly, little, well, etc.) or phrases : 
To hold in (favourable or unfavourable) esti- 
mation. 

In mod. use highly , little, are merely intensive or the re- 
verse, the verb having the sense b. In the archaic to esteem 
lightly the original sense remains. 

1532 More Confut. Barnes viu. Wks. 810/2 Suche apos- 
tasye . . is in oure wretched dayes . . little estemed. 1538 
Starkey England 1. i. 22 Hys vertue schold have byn other- 
wyse extymyd. 1590 Shaks. Com. Err. v. i. 4 Mar. How 
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is the man esteem’d heere in the Citie? Gold. Of very re- 
uerent reputation sir. a. 1600 Hooker (J.), They . . esteem 
highly profound wisdom, c 1600 Shaks. Sonn. xcvi, On the 
finger of a throned Queens The basest Jewell wil be well 
esteem’d. 1772 Sir W. Jones Ess. i. 11777) 184 Yet Sadi’s 
poems are highly esteemed at Constantinople. 1783 Cowper 
Lett . 12 May, If I can tell you no news I can tell you at 
least that I esteem you highly. 

b. In favourable sense: To regard as ■valuable; 
to think highly of ; to feel regard for, respect 
(persons or their qualities ; now chiefly with refer- 
ence to moral characteristics'!. 

1330 Palsgk, 540/1 Wene you that men shall estyme you 
for your fayre eyes. _ 1620 Shelton Quix. IV, ii. 11 Every 
Man bears with the rich man’s Follies, .have much and thou 
shalt be esteem’d much, a 1704 T, Brown Sat. A ntients 
'Wks. (1730) I. 24 All this does not hinder me from esteeming 
the great men that live now. 177a Sir W. Jones Ess. i. 
(1777J 183 Those authors who are generally esteemed In 
Persia. 1815 Jane Austen Emma. 1. viii, If he had never 
esteemed my opinion before, he would have thought highly 
of me then. 1863 Fawcett Pol. Econ. in. v. 350 Gold 
and silver have always been sufficiently rare to be esteemed 
for their scarcity. 

+ e. To think much of, regard as important. Obs. 

3570 Ascham Scholem. Pref. (Arb.) 23, I .. shall not moch 
aesterne the misliking of any others. 1631 T. May tr. 
Barclay's Mirr, Hindi's 1. 202 They can also entertaine 
Jong friendship, and, where they truely loue, esteeme no 
dangers in respect of that sacred league. 

t d, intr. To have a (more or less favourable) 
opinion of {on\ Obs. 

1583 W. Hunnis Seven Sols 5 We little doo esteeme 
thereof. 1583 Abp. Satudys Serm. (1841) 315 This were 
a cause sufficient to esteem of marriage highly. 1589 
Spenser Let. to Raleigh Wks. (Globe) 3 Seeing .. nothing 
esteemed of, that is not delightful! and pleasing to com- 
mune sence. 1612 Woodall Surg. Mate Wks. (1653! Pref. 
13 He that light thereof esteems May leave the book un- 
bought. 1648 E. Calamy Pref. to Roberts' Clavis Bill. 6 
The Author of it is,, well known, and very well esteemed 
on in this famous City. 1670-98 Lassels Voy. Italy I. 19 
They esteem very much of Chesnuts roasted. 1697 Potter 
Antiq. Greece II. Index, Self-murder, how esteem’d of. 

II. To estimate generally ; to deem, think, 
f 3. tram. To estimate; to form or pronounce 
a (usually approximate) judgement respecting the 
number, quantity, or magnitude of (anything). 
Const, at, to (an amount) ; also simply . See Esti- 
mate v . 2. Obs v 

01460 Fortescue Abs. Sc Lint. Mott. (1714) 42 The ex- 
pensys of which Houshold may sone be estemyd by thes, 
which of old time have byn Officers theryii. 1481 Caxton 
Myrr. in. xv. 170 A place . . so ful of spyrites . . that they 
coude not be nombred ne estemed. c 1300 Melusine 117 
They extimed them |>at had lodged there to the nombre of 
xxx thousand men, 1323 Ld. Berners Froiss. I. civ. 187 
The finance to pay the wages of so many men of warre was 
estemed to 1 . AI. II. parisiens. 1359-66 Hist. Estate Scot. 
Wodr. Soc. Misc. 11844! 58 The brethren who came to Lt. 
Johnstone were esteemed to four or five thousand men. 

f b. with the amount as complement, or intro- 
duced by to be. Obs. 

<21312 Fabyan Chron. (i8n'i Pref. SSuche money as shall 
remayn.,I estyme to be every yere xiuf. 3612 Brerewood 
Lang. 4* Retig. iii. 17 Aleamed man hath esteemed them [the 
inhabitants of Rome], .to have been no less then three or 
four millions. 1673 Ray Journ. Low. C. 109 The Citizens 
[Ausburgh] are divided between Papists and Lutherans, 
these latter being esteemed double the number of the 
former, 1696 Whiston Th. Earth, iv. (1722) 334, I esteem 
the Upper Crust to be not above 50 or 300 miles deep. 1717 
Berkeley Jml. Tour Italy Wks. 1871 IV. 589 The great 
torrent in the widest part 3 miles broad esteemed. 
f4. In wider sense: To judge of; to form an 
opinion of. Also with obj. sentence. Obs. 

1334 Ld. Berners Gold. Bk. M. Aurel. viii, For to esteme 
the thyng that he had doone, and topuruey for that he had 
to do. 1533 E. Harvel in Ellis Orig. Lett. 11. 115 II. 71 
By al the next monith I stime that his labor shal take end. 
3551 Robinson tr. More's Utop. 11. (Arb.) 124 Al the resy- 
dewe of the woomans bodye beinge couered with cloothes, 
they esteme her scaselye be one handebredeth. 1392 West 
Symbol. 1. 1. § 12 It is to be esteemed whether they may be 
said to be Contracts named or un-named. 3624 Bedell 
Lett. iv. 79 What anger and shame this was to the Popish 
faction, I leaue it to you to esteeme. 

5. To account, consider, think, hold (a thing to 
be so and so). With simple complement ; less fre- 
quently with as or to be ; rarely const, + for. 

1526 Ptlgr. Perff (W. de W.) 21 1 The people esteme & 
take vs as the mynistres of Chryst. 3530 Palsgr. 539/2, 1 
esteme my selfe better than lam, 3534 Whittinton Tullyes 
Offices \. U540' 1 Nor I wolde thou shulde extern© this to be 
sayd of arrogaunce. 1538 Starkey England 1, i. 13 Lawful 
increse of the pepul ys, among al men . . estymyd vertue 
and honesty. 3390 Shaks. Mids. N. in. ii. 353 This their 
iangling I esteeme a sport. 3628 Hobbes Thucyd. (1822)104 
Esteeming these virtues to be in me. 3667 Pepys Diary 
(1879) IV. 348 To have all that I shall buy, or do, esteemed 
as got by the death of my uncle. 1673 H. M, tr. Erasmus' 
Colloq. 453 Wouldest thou not esteem that Alchymist for a 
god, who were able, etc. 3708 J. Chamberlayne St. Gt. 
Brit. 11. 1. L (1743) 290 St Patrick is esteemed to have been 
made the first bishop of the Scots.; 3739 Hume Hum. Nat. 

I. Introd., To hope we shall arrive at it [truth] without 
pains . . must certainly be esteemed sufficiently vain. 1790 
Gibbon Misc. Wks. (18141 V. 171 The small islands of the 
... .Pacific. ^ may be esteemed as some of the most agreeable 
spots on the globe. 1818 Jas. Mill Brit. India II. v. ii. 
374 The majority of the Council esteemed the evidence of 
the charge complete. 1845 S. Austin Ranke's Hist, Ref. 

II. 299 The imperialists . . esteemed themselves happy to 
escape without a beating. 
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+ b. intr. To account of have (such or such) 
an opinion of. Obs. Cf. 2 c. 

3576 Fleming Panopi. Ef . 268 Know you that I esteeme 
of him, as of my friend. 3390 Greene Orpharim 47 Avicen 
said that love was a fury : how didst thou esteeme of this 
but as an axiome? 1611 Shaks. Wiht, T. 11. iii. 149 We 
hauealwayes truly seru’d you, and beseech’ So to esteeme 
of vs. 1633 Bp. Hall Hard 7 'exts N. T. 1 11 Esteem of 
things as they really are. 

c. With subord. clause. To think, be of opinion, 
suppose that. 

1548 R. Hutten Sum of Diuinitie E 4 a, We esteme verely 
that we haue the benifyt es of the gospel for hys sake. 1643 
Ussher 2 ?£></y Dvo. (1647) 138 Their blindnesse . . esteemed 
that the shaddow or thicknesse of trees would hide them from 
the face of God. 3634 Earl Orrery Parthenissa (1676) 
305 Which blemish the King esteem’d the Marriage would 
deface. 1765 Blackstone Comm. Introd. 4 Esteeming, that 
the best return, .for your favourable opinion, .will be, etc. 

f 6. To purpose, aim, intend. Obs. rare. 

1534 Ld. Berners Gold. Bk. M. Aurel. (1539) 4a, This 
Emperoure estemed to haue the knowlage of payntyng . . 
He trauayled also to knowe the arte of Nygromancye. ^ 3337 
North Gueuara's Dial. Pr. 229 b/i The noble and valiaunt 
hartes do not esteme to lose the rewarde of their laboure. 

t Estee*mable, a. Obs . [f. Esteem v. + -able.] 
*= Estimable. 

c 1460 [see Estimable A. ij. 1614 Speed Theat. Gt. Brit . 
xliii. 85/2 Were it not for the antiquity that makes it [Apelby] 
the more esteemable . . it would be little better in account 
than a village. 3661 Feltham Resolves 11. Iv. 298 If we 
would be prevalent and esteemable, we ought . . to preserve 
that interest, which never can, but by our own neglect, be 
lost. 1715-20 Pope Iliad vi. note xxxiii, Homer does not 
paint him [Paris] and Helen . . like Monsters . . but allows 
their Characters esteemable Qualifications. 1720 Welton 
Suffer, Son of God II. xiv.375 The Lowest Places, .are not 
less. . Esteemable in the Eye of God, than the most Elevate. 
3732 Hume Ess. § Treat. {1777) II. 366 That the esteemable 
qualities alone . . are entitled to the appellation of virtues. 
1761 Frances Sheridan Sidney Bidulph iii. 185 A man., 
every way esteemable in his character. 3828 in Webster ; 
and in mod. Diets. 

Esteemate : see Estimate. 

Esteemed ( estrmd), fipl a. [f. Esteem v. + 
-ED 1 .] Held in esteem, valued, respected. 

_ 1549 Cheke Hurt Sedit. C iij b, What an hynderaunce is 
it, to haue a good garmente hurte . . or anye estemed thyng 
to be deeaied. 3647-8 Cotterell Davila's Hist. Fr. (1678) 
8 A man of subtil wit, and esteemed valour. 1781 J. Moore 
View Soc. It. (1790) II. lxxviii. 450 Ornamented with some 
highly esteemed sculpture in wood. 1828 Scott F. M. Perth 
xviii, According to the esteemed qualities of the time. 1873 
Carlyle in Mrs. Carlyle' s Lett. I. 247 An esteemed tutor 
in noble families. 

Esteemer (estfunsi). [f. as prec. + -erL] 
One who esteems, prizes, or respects ; a valuer, 
judge. Obs. exc. const, of. 

% i55 1 Robinson tr. More's Utop. n. (Arb.) 99 A wise and 
indifferent estimer of thynges will not greatlye marueill. 
1587 Misfort. Arthur 1. iii. in Hazl. Dodsley IV. 271 Grief 
is no just esteemer of our deeds. 1607 Hieron Wks. I. 375 
The base esteemers, and carelesse respecters of these ser- 
uices. 3664 H, More Synopsis Proph. 453 Boasters of the 
certainty of their knowledge in the divinest matters, and 
great esteemers thereof. 1675 L. Addison State of Jews 14 
Rabbi Aaron Ben-Netas. .wanted nothing but Christianity 
to render him acceptable to equal esteemers, c 3698 Locke 
Cotid, Underst. § 3 This might instruct the proudest esteemer 
of his own parts how useful it is to talk and consult with 
others. 1773 in Ash ; and in mod. Diets. 

Estee*ming, vbl sb. [f. as prec. + -I KG I.] 
a. The action of the vb. Esteem, b. Estimation, 
value, worth. 

353° Palsgr. 217/2 Estemyng, estimation. 1563 T. Nor- 
ton Calvin's hist. Pref., It thmketh them to be holy pre- 
lates of religion, whom it seeth to be heads ouer great 
cities : Away therfore with such foolishe estemyng. c 1600 
Shaks. Sonn. cii. That love . . whose rich esteeming The 
owners tongue doth publish every where. 1617 Collins 
Def. Bp. Ely h, ix. 351 Vetieran implies no worship . . but 
onely reuerent esteeming. 3633 P. Fletcher Elisa 11. 
xxxix, Such is the worlds This base and scorned; that 
great, in high esteeming. 1672 Wilkins Nat. Relig . 1. xii. 
{R.\ By love, I mean an esteeming of him [God] and a 
seeking after him as our only happiness. 

Estee'ming, ppl . a. [f. as prec. + -ing 2 .] 

Hence t Estee*mingly adv . ; so as to express 
esteem ; appreciatively. 

1 775 Ash, Esteeming. 1633 Baxter Wore. Petit. Def. 7, I 
doubt you would fain partake yourselves moreof such profits, 
that you speak so ^esteemingly of them, 
t Estella’tion. Obs. In 4 -cioun. [f. L. Stella : 
see -ATIOK and cf. OF. eslellement .] Astrology. 

C3300 AT. Alls. 589 Wiser clerk no lyved non .. In art of 
estellacioun. 

Estend, obs. form of Extend, 

Ester, -ne, obs. forms of Easter. 

Esterling, var. form of Easterling, Obs. 

fEstery feather. Obs. rare. App .^estridge 
(ostrich) feather; applied to some peculiarity in 
the coat of a horse. 

1685 Lond. Gass. No. 2524/4 A bright Bay Horse with a 
Bob Tail, and three Estery Feathers, one at his breast, and 
one at each side of his Neck. Ibid., A brown Roan Mare 
..the hair curleth almost like an Estery Feather. 

t Estew. Obs. [var. of Stew ; cf. OF. estuver 
to stew.] A dish of stewed meat, a stew. 

1566 Warde tr. Alexis' Seer. m. 1. 28 b, We make .. an 
estewe or Bayne wherin hath bene sodden some leniper. 

Esteward(e, obs. form of Eastward. 
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Estful : see Este sb. 4 . 

Esthete, -ie, var. ff /Esthete, -ic. 

t BsiMomene. Path. Obs. [a. Fr. esthiomhie, 
ad.Gr, !u&d/t€i<os,pr.pple.pass. or middle of kadUil 
to eat.] A gangrenous sore. 

1341 R. Copland Galym's Terap. 2 Fj b, Inal Esthiomenes 
[Printed Eschirmenes] that is to say that are eaten and 
reade. 1341 — Guydon's Quest. Ckirurg Auycen in his 
fourth boke commaundeth them to be done round© aboute 
the estiomenes [printed estionoenes] sores. 

Estile, obs. form of Estoile, Her. 

Estimable (e-stimab’l), a. and sb. See also 
Esteemable. [a. Fr. estimable , ad. L srstirndhilis, 
f. sestimdre : see Esteem, Estimate, vis.] 

A. adj. 

+ 1. Capable of being estimated, valued, or ap- 
praised. Obs . 

c 1460 Fortescue Abs. <5* Lint. Mon. vi. (1885) 122 The 
kepynge off the see I reken not amonge the ordinarie 
charges . . bi cause it is not estimable [ed. 1734 estemable]. 
Ibid, xvii. (1885) 151 It is not lyghtly estymable [ed. 1714 
estemable], what myght j>© kynge may haue off is officers. 
3638 Sanderson Serm. vii. (1673) 99 These precious Souls 
. . not estimable with any other thing than with the precious 
blood of God. a 3803 Paley (cited by Webster 1828). 

f2. Valuable, worth a great price; of worth. Obs. 

1596 Shaks. Merck . V. 1. iii. 167 A pound of mans flesh . . 
Is not so estimable, profitable neither As flesh of Muttons, 
Beefes, or Goates. 179% Boswell Johnson I. Advt., His 
Contributions to my Collection are highly estimable. 1796 
C. Marshall Garden, xix. 11813) 376 The colchicums are 
pretty plants for the end of the flowery season (October) 
which makes them estimable objects near the house. 1803 
Jane Porter Thaddeus xi. (1831) 97 All that rendered 
existence estimable. 

3. Of persons and their attributes : Worthy of 
esteem or regard. 

a 1698 Temple ( J.), A lady said of her two companions, 
that one was more amiable, the other more estimable. 1759 
Hurd Dial. 8 < R.) The more estimable, nay the most ac- 
complished characters, that have been formed among our- 
selves. 1796 Burke Regie. Peace iv. Wks. IX, 67 A Tarter 
believes, when he has killed a man, that all his estimable 
qualities pass with his clothes arid arms to the murderer. 
1831 Sir J. Sinclair Corr. II. 346, I do not recollect having 
met with a more estimable character than Count Itzenplitz. 
i860 Tyndall Glac. 1. xxiv. 170 So determined a climber 
and so estimable a man. 

i* 4. Of things : Worthy of consideration ; of 
considerable importance. Obs. 

1570-6 Lambarde Peramb. Kent (1826) 131 The Towne 
was long since somewhat estimable. 1741 Middleton Cicero 
II. xi. 583 These letters still more estimable. 

f B. sb. pi. Things estimable. Obs. rare" 1 . Cf. 
valuables. 

a 1682 Sir T. Browne Tracts (1684) 50 The Queen of 
Sheba, .brought some plants of the Balsam Tree, as one of 
the peculiar estimables of her Country. 

E*stimableness (e-stimab’lnes). [f. prec. + 
-ness.] The quality of being estimable, or of 
deserving esteem or regard. 

1730-611 n Bailey (folio). 3777 Brand Pop. Antiq. (1849) 
I. 229 The estimableness of the characters of their neigh- 
bours. 1828 Webster cites R. Newton. 

E’stimably, adv. [f. as prec. + -ly 2 ] In an 
estimable manner. 

1847 in Craig; and in mod. Diets. 

Estimate (e-stim^t), sb. [ad. L. sesfimat-tis 
(only in abl ), vbl. sb. f. sestimdre : see Esteem, 
Estimate, vbs . J 

tl. a. The action of valuing or appraising; a 
valuation ; lit. and fig. To make no estimate of: 
to make no account of, not to value, b. The 
price at which anything is rated; fig. attributed 
value. Obs. 

Shakspere’s to have estimate in (quot. 1601), seems to mean 
* to have a claim to be considered in the valuation of V 

1563 Golding Caesar vi. 158 They make an estimate of 
their own goods and lay so muche in valew therevnto. 1394 
Southwell M. Magd. Fun. Teares 92 Love, . doubleth the 
estimate of things that are precious. 1600 Dekker Gentle 
Craft 33 Of my love he makes no estimate. 1601 Shaks. 
All's Well 11. i. 183 Thy life is deere, for all that life can 
rate Worth name of life, in thee hath estimate. 1607 — Timon 
1. i. 14 If he will touch the estimate. 1611 Cotgr. s.v. Donner, 
Hee that giues quickly . . Doubles th’ estimate of his gift. 
1622 Calus Stat. Sewers 11824) 26 My Ship , . is returned 
to your Shores, furnished ., with Merchandize of several 
estimates. 1630 J. Taylor ( Water P.) Wks. 1. 106/2 They 
are of farre more estimate and price Than th’ Estrich, or 
the bird of Paradise, a 1674 Clarendon Surv. Levzath. 
(1676) 227 The high estimate they have made of the joies of 
Heaven. 1677 Hale Contempt. 11. 90 They will soon lose 
their Estimate and Delight. 

t e. Repute, reputation. Obs. 

1593 Shaks. Rich. //, n. iii. 56 There stands the Castle,. 
And in it are the Lords of Yorke, Barkely, and Seymor, 
None else of Name, and noble estimate. 1607 — Cor. m. 
iii. 1 14 My deere Wiues estimate. 1637 J* Fettus in Love- 
day's Lett. (1663) A 4 a, Seneca's and Cicero’s Epistles have 
escap’d : may Loveday’s have the same success and estimate. 

2. An approximate judgement based on con- 
siderations of probability, respecting the number, 
amount, magnitude, or position of anything ; the 
quantity assigned by such a judgement. 

3630 Pagitt Christianogr. 1. ii. (1636) 38 There was an 
old estimate made of Germany . . that . . there was not past 
one twelfth part of it remaining Catholicke. 1669 Boyle 
Contn. New Exp. 1. xxxiv. (16821 1 18 Drawn up (by our 
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^estimate) about two inches and a half. 1702 R. Nelson 
in Pepys' Diary VI. 256 There is a design of building a : 
Church, .which by estimate will cost fete.], 1709 Berkeley 
Th. Vision §3 The estimate we make of the distance of 
objects. 1846 McCulloch Acc. Brit. Empire (1854) H- 523 
In forming any estimate of the total or yearly value of 
lands and houses, i860 Maury Phys. Geog. Sea v. § 294 
This estimate as to the quantity of rain in the two hemi- 
spheres. 

b. The Estimates : accounts presented annually 
to Parliament, showing the probable amount of 
expenditure on the several administrative depart- 
ments for the current year. 

173a Gent. Mag. II. 881 The Accounts for the Year 1731 
and Estimates of Charges on the Articles therein mention’d 
for the present Year. 1740 Ld. Baltimore Ibid. X, 586 
The Estimate of the Navy, .is lower, .than that which was 
laid before us the last Session. 1851 Ht, Martineau Hist. 
Peace (18 77) III. iv. xi, 87 The estimates were reduced 
half a million. 1887 Daily News 25 July 5/2 The Esti- 
mates, in fact, should have a fixed appendix. 

C. A statement furnished by a builder, con- 
tractor, or other tradesman, of the sum for which 
he is prepared to undertake the execution of a 
specified piece of work. 

1796 Hull Advertiser 14 May 2/2 Estimates to be given 
iii on or before the 25th of May. 1829 C. Welch Wesl. 
Polity 158 The various candidates for a contract deliver in 
estimates. 1857 W. Collins Dead Secret (1861) 6o, ‘ I wish 
he had sent the estimate with it *' said. Rosamond. 1878 
Print. Trades Jr nl. xxv. 5 The proprietor of a.. weekly 
newspaper sought estimates for its cheaper production. 

tJ. A judgement formed or expressed respecting 
the character or qualities of a person or thing, or 
respecting a state of affairs, etc. 

1589 Nashe Pref. Greene's Menaphon (Arb.'i 7 Well may 
the Adage, Nil dictum quod non. dictum prins, bee the 
most iudiciall estimate, of our latter Writers. *11704 
L'Estrange (J.), A true estimate upon the odds betwixt ■ 
a publick and a private life. 1711 Addison Sped. No. 257 
P 9 Outward Actions can. never give a just Estimate of us. 
1816 J. Scott Vis. Paris ted. 5 270 The estimate of the 
French character and condition, given in this volume, is an 
unfavourable one. 1858 Froude Hist. Eng. IY, xviii. 31 
This estimate both of interest and fitness varied from day 
to day. 

b. Estimation; manner in which things are 
viewed, 

1637 R. Humfrey tr. Y. Ambrose Pref., What is reputed 
good in the estimate of the world. 1856 Emerson Eng. 
Traits , Aristocr. Wks. (Bohn) II. 84 The English barons, 
in every period, have been brave and great, after the esti- 
mate and opinion of their times. 1863 Geo. Eliot Romola 
in. xxv, He was not unaware that he had sunk a little in 
the estimate of the men who had accepted his services. 
Estimate (e’stim^U, v. Forms: 5-6 esty- 
7 sestimate, estimat, 6 - estimate, [f. L. 
mstimdt- ppl. stem of aestimare, in class. L. — sense 
1 ; in late L. also as in 1 b, 2-4. Cfi Esteem.] 

+ 1. trans. To assign a value to; to appraise, 
assess; to fix proportionately (penalties, wages, 
etc.). Const, at. Ohs. 

1611 Bible Lev. xxvii. 14 As the Priest shall estimate it, 
so shall it stand. 1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. v. xiv. 255 
If she. were between the age of five and twenty, shee was to 
be estimated but at ten shekels, a 1704 Locke (J.), It is by 
the weight of silver, .that men estimate commodities. 1710 
Prideaux Orig. Tithes ii. 68 The wages are to be estimated 
according to the qualifications which are necessary in the 
person. 1751 Johnson Rambler No. 118 p 9 To. .'estimate 
securities, and to engage for mortgages. 

b. To value (subjectively) ; to attribute value 
to; to appreciate the worth of; to esteem, hold 
in (higher or lower) estimation. 

1597 Daniel Civ. Wares iv. iii, Their wisedome . . Liue- 
dogges before dead Lyons estimates. 1651. Jer. Taylor 
Clems Dom. 6 Saul’s messengers and Saul himselfe turned ; 
Prophets, that they might estimate the place and preserve 
its priviledge. 1751 Johnson Rambler No. 172 p 8 It is 
difficult not to estimate what is lately gained above its real 
value. 

2. To form an approximate notion of (the 
amount, number, magnitude, or position of any- 
thing) without actual enumeration or measurement; 
to fix by estimate at. Also with clause as obj. 

^ 1669 Sturmy Mariners' Mag. 1. 157 The Error is to be 
imputed . . to the judgment in estimating the Distance run, 
in making it too little. *11687 Petty Pol Arif k. 11690) 82 
Some have estimated that there are not above Three hundred 
Millions of People in the whole World. 1765 Maty in 
Phil Trans . LV. 308 The difference of declination was ; 
only estimated. 1774 Goldsm. Nat. Hist. (17761 III. 143 
By the rule of proportion, we may estimate his size at eight 
or nine feet. 1828 J. H. Moore Prod. Navig. 16 Estimate 8 
parts out of 20 of the next smaller division, . 1848 W. Bartlett 
Egypt to Pal. xiii. (1879) 286 One of our number, .estimated 
that this valley would pasture a thousand cattle three 
months. 1855 Prescott Philip If, I.n. xii. 278. The amount 
of injury inflicted during this dismal period, it is not pos- 
sible to estimate. 1885 Munch. Exam. 6 July 4/7 The pro- 
secutors estimate the defalcations at about 1,800/. 

+ 3. To esteem, consider, judge (a thing to be 
so and so) ; with simple complement, or as. Ohs. 
rare = Esteem v. 5. , 

£1533 Dewes Introd. Fr. in Palsgr. 1066 We may make 
no greatter honour to God than to estymat him trew . . nor 
greatter dishonour than to mystrust hym. 1654 tr. Scndery's 
Curia Polities 69 Those who are interested will estimate , 
us as their Liberators. 1794 S. Williams Vermont 153 This 
may properly be estimated as a part of the Indian dress. 

.4. To gauge ; to judge of, form an opinion o£ 


_ 1651 Hobbes Leznath. iii. xliii, 327 This article [that Jesus 
is the Christ] is the measure and rule by which to estimate, 
and examine all other Articles. 1665 Boyle Occas. Iiejt. 
in. vii, In estimating a Man’s condition, We should not only 
consider what Possessions he has, but what Desires. 169a 
Locke 3 rd Let . Toleration Wks. 1765 Y. 215 The measure of 
punishments being to be estimated . . by the length of their 
duration. 1768 Johnson Pref. to Shahs. Wks. IX. 240 
While an author is yet living, we estimate his powers by 
his worst performance. 1794 Gouv. Morris in Sparks Life 
<V Writ, \x%y2* III. 50 If it be just to judge a private man 
by his friends, it is not amiss to estimate a public officer by 
his foes. 1837 L an dor Pentameron Wks. 1846 II. 258 Bacon 
and Hooker could not estimate Shakespeare. 1878 Morley 
Carlyle Crit. Misc. Ser. i. 201 To estimate the intention 
and sincerity of a movement. 

T Estimate, pa.pple. Ohs. rare. In 5 esty- 
xnatt, 6 esteemate. [ad. L. aestimdt-us , pa. pple. 
of seslimnre : see Esteem.] Used as pa. pple. of 
Esteem or Estimate. 

c 1425 tr. T. a Kernpis ' Consol, n. xi, Lete him not pondre 
gret, all fat may be estymatt gret. 3635 Barriffe Mil 
Discip. cx. (16431 337 A Jem, more prizable and esteemate, 
then the best Armours of proofe. 

Estimation (estimJ’-Jbn). Forms: 4-6 estim-, 
estymacion, -oim, -yon(e, 4 extymaeion, 5-6 
estymation, -onn, (6 estymacon, esteemation, 
7, asstimation), 6- estimation. [ME. estimacion , 
-cioun, a. OF. estimaczon mod.F. estimation , cor- 
resp. to Pr. estimation estimacion , Sp. estimacion , 
It. stimazione > , ad. L. sestimdtion-em , f. aestimare: 
see Esteem, Estimate.] The action of estimating 
or esteeming. 

■f 1 . The action of appraising, assessing, or valu- 
ing ; statement of price or value ; valuation, 

1382 Wyclif Ex. xxii. 5 If eny man harme feeld . . what 
euer best thing he hath in his feeld . . he shal restore for 
estymacioun of the harm [Vulg. pro damni sestimatione ; 
1388 the valu of harm] 1413 Lydg. Pilgr. Sowle 1 v. ix. 
(1483) 62 The prys of myn Appel is of suche valewe that it 
passeth the estymacion of ony creature. 1523 Lb, Berners 
Froiss. I. xiii. 13 They had syluer for theyr horses .. at 
theyre owne estymation, without any grndgyng. 1609 Bible 
(D ouayi 1 A 7 «^viii. 5 They immolated sheepe and oxen 
without estimation and number. 1667 E. Chamberi.aynk 
St. Gt. Brit. 1. iii. ii. (1743 1 158 Silver and gold have been 
chosen to be the Instruments of Exchange and Estima- 
tion of all Things. 1776 Adam Smith W. N. I. i. xi. 190 
In the household book of Henry .. there are two different 
estimations of wheat. 1792 A. YoCng Trav. France 499 
The Bureau de la Balance du Commerce at Paris . . is be- 
yond all comparison more accurate in its estimations [than 
the English Custom-house.] 

fb. Estimated value; cotter, something which 
one values. Ohs. 

1351 Robinson tr. More's Utop. 11. (Arb.) 155 They be 
wrought so fynely and conningelye . . that the estimation of no 
costelv stuffe is liable to counteruaile the price of the worke. 
x6xx Shaks. Cymb. 1. iv. 99 Your Ring may be stolne too, 
so your brace of vnprizeable Estimations, the one is but 
fraile, and the other Casuall. 1631 T. May tr. Barclay's 
Mirr. M hides i. 245 The earth in the bowels of it hath 
many metalls, both of different natures and estimations. 
* 775 . Johnson Tax. no Tyr. 41 For some thing, in their 
opinion, of more estimation. 

2 . a. Appreciation, valuation in respect of ex- 
cellence or merit; esteem considered as a senti- 
ment. Phrase, To have or hold in estimation . 

1330 Palsgr. 34 If he desyre that his writynges shulde 
be had in any estymacion. a 1333 More De quat. Noviss. 
Wks. 82/2 As rising of an hie estimacion of our self. 1576 
Fleming Panop l Ep. 268 So fiarre from having monie m 
estimation . . I have cast it away from me. a 1680 Butler 
Rent. (1759) II. 17 He holds it a kind of Self-Preservation to 
maintain a good Estimation of himself. 1712 Steele Sped. 
No. 456 t» 5 Mens Estimation follows us according to the 
Company we keep. 1787 Canning in Microcosm No. 18 
Wishing to know in what estimation he was held by man- 
kind. 1796 C. Marshall Garden, i. 1x813) 1 The degree of 
estimation that the art of gardening is worthy of 1848 
Dickens Dombey 273 Mr. Dombey is so generous in his 
estimation of any trivial accomplishment. x88z PebodyA'w^ - - 
Journalism xxi. 156 The Provincial Press of Great Britain 
never stood higher in public estimation than it stands to-day. 

f b. The condition of being esteemed ; ‘ account " 
or worth in the opinion of others; esteem con- 
sidered passively ; repute. Of places : Import- 
ance, consequence. Phrases, To he in estimation , 
to grow out of estimation. Ohs. 

1330 Palsgr. 300 Any auctour of estymation. 1331 Elyot 
Gov. i. xiii. The finite v, leseth his verdure and taste, and 
finally^ his estimation. 1569 J. Rogers Gl Godly Lotte 185 
How in estimacion a chaste life is. 1570-6 Lambarde 
Peramb. Kent (1826) 159 The name of Hyde, .led me to 
thinke that it had been of more estimation in time past. 
1571 Golding Calvin on Ps. lxxi. 6 Gods miracles growe 
out of estimacion with us bycustome, 1593 Nashe Four 
Lett. Confut. 14 His brother ... indeuord to take from mee 
all estimation of Arte or witte. 1612 Brinsley Lud. Lit. 
xxiv. (1627) 268 To avoide carefully .™ whatsoever may di- 
minish his estimation and authority. X764 Franklin Ess. 
Wks. 1840U. 349 Gold and silver have . . universal estimation. 
1792 Burke Let. Sir H. Langrishe Wks. 1842 I. 544 A 
miserable populace, without property, without estimation, 
without education. 1824-8 Landor I mag. Cottv. 11846' 51 
The family of every criminal is a loser in estimation. . by lus 
punishment, however just. 1828 Scott F. M. Perth xxv, 
The sole virtue of our commonweal, its strength, and its 
estimation,, lay among the burgher craft of. the* better class. 

3 . The process of forming an approximate notion 
of (numbers,, quantities, magnitudes, eta) without 
actual enumeration or measurement. 


*ri4oo Maundev. v. (1839) 41 That Tour . . was of 25 myle 
in cyrcuyt of the Walles , . as Men may demen by estyma- 
tioun. 1424 Poston Lett. No. 4. I. 12 To the noumbre of 
four score and more by estimacion. ,1473 Warkw. Chron. 
5 A blasynge sterre . . iiij. fote Iiighe by estimacyone. 1558 
m Vicary's Anal (x888i App. v, 182 Three .. parcells of 
pasture grounds, .conteyning by estimacion eightene acres. 
1669 Sturmy Mariner's Mag. 1. 160 If a ship sail 8 Miles 
South in an Flour, by Log or Estimation. 1772 Hutton 
Bridges 86 The proper estimation of the expence. 1786 Phil. 
Tram. LXXVI. 9 The distance of the nearest threads be- 
came a very visible space, answerable to one minute each, 
and therefore capable of a much further subdivision by esti- 
mation. 1838 De Morgan Ess. Probab. 128 That which we 
call estimation means guess formed by a person whose pre- 
vious habits and experience are such as to make it very 
likely that he can tell nearly true that which would require 
instruments to obtain with great approach to accuracy. 

•f b. Estimated number. Ohs. 

13x3 Bk. Keruynge in Babees Bk. 274 There shall be set 
brede, trenchours, and spones, after the estymacyon of them 
that shall syt there. 

4. Manner of estimating or judging; opinion, 
judgement. 

c 1374 Chaucer Booth. iv. iv. 125 pou hast quod she pe 
ry3t estimacioun of J?is. c 1400 Test. Love 1. t Chaim. 
Poets ) 474/1 Thestimacion of the enuious people, ne loketh 
nothing to desertes of men . . but onely to the auenture of 
fortune. 1447 Bokenham Seyntys Introd. (Roxb.t 6 Be the 
blyssyd medyacyoun Of this virgyne aftyr my estimacyoun. 
1360 Daus tr. Sleidane's Comm. 21 a, Reuchline in the 
defence of his estimation, aunswereth him [Phefercorn] with 
another. **1677 Barrow Whs. (1741) L v. 45 He that walketh 
uprightly . . is sure not to come off disgracefully ... in the 
estimations of men. X790 Burke Fr. Rev. 39 The crown. . 
in the . . estimation of law .. had ever been, perfectly irre- 
sponsible. 1841 Lane Arab. Nts. I. 88 The dearest of men 
in my estimation. 1864 I. Taylor Words # Places 469 In 
popular estimation, idle and vagabond habits were acquired 
by those who made the pilgrimage to the . . Holy Land, 
t b. Conjecture, guessing. Ohs. rare — V Cf. 3. 
X596 Shaks. x Hen. IV, 1 iii. 273, 1 speake not this in 
estimation. As what I thinke might be, but what I know Is 
ruminated, plotted, and set downe. 

f 5. ‘Judgement 1 as a mental faculty. Ohs. Cf, 

Estimative. 

1398 Trevisa Barth De P. R. in. xi. (1493’' 55 Proprely to 
speke a hound vsyth no reason but he vsyth a besye arid 
stronge estymacyon. 1309 Hawes Past. Pleas, xxiv. ii, 
These are the v. wyttes .. Fyrst, commyn wytte. .Fantasy, 
and estymacyon truely. 

Estimative (e*stimativ), a. [ad. late L. sestt- 
mdtiv-us , f. aestimare : see Estimate and -ivk.] 

1. Adapted for estimating ; having the power of 
estimating, f a. Estimative faculty , virtue, etc. : 
the faculty of ‘judgement’ {ohs.). b. Estimative 
art [after Gr. otoxo-otliG) r 
1398 Trevisa Barth. De P.R. iii. xi. (1495) 55 The vertue 
estimatiue and the ymagynatyf ben comyn to vs and to 
other beest. 1548-77 ^ Vicary Anat. iv.([i888)3i In theroiddest 
sel or ventrikle [of the brain] there is founded .. the Cogl- 
tatiue or estimatiue vertue. 1606 Sir G.Goosecappe 1. iv. 
in Bullen O. PL III. 22 To .. make my estimative power 
believe, etc. 1666 J. Smith Old Age (1752) 37 The fancy 
both estimative and cogitative, q 1691 Boyle (J.), The 
errour is not in the eye, but in the estimative faculty. 1839 
Encycl. Brit. XVII. 567/2 Mr. Combe . . and Others acknow- 
ledge that applied phrenology is an estimative art only. 

•f 2. a. Based upon estimation or approximate 
calculation, b. Imputed, due to estimation. Ohs. 

x6x8 39 Charges agst. Dk. BuckJun. in Rushw. Hist. Coll 
(16591 1 * 346 This he delivered as a Sum Estimative, a 16 40 
Wandesforde Instruct, to his Son (1777) $ 83 A Jewel of 
that unvaluable Richness, not estimative but intrinsically 
i6$x Culpepper Astral. Judgem. Die. 1x658) 151 It antici- 
pates the time estimative but 10. min. 

Hence fE stimatively adv. Ohs., in an estima- 
tive manner ; by way of esteem or respect. 

*633 T. Adams Exp. 2 Peter iii. 1 Our spiritual parents 
are more to be loved estimatively ; our natural, more in- 
tensively. 

Estimator (e’stim^tor). Also 8 -er. [a. L. 
atsti?ndtor, agent-n. f. acstimdre: see Estimate v. 
and -ok.] One who estimates. 

a 1665 J. Goodwin Filled w. the Spirit (18671 406 Our Sa- 
viour . . was the best estimator concerning matters of profit. 
1768-74 Tucker Lt. Nat. (1852 I. 363 We are very bad 
estimaters of happiness. x86x Loud. Rev. 20 Apr. 434/2 
They are by no means the keenest estimators. 

Estimat ory (e-stimat^ri j a. [ad. L . sestimd- 
terms, f. aestimdtor : see prec.J (See quots.) 

1736 -1 8°o Bailey, VEstimatory, of or belonging to pricing 
or valuing ; for a price or estimation. x 3 x 8 Colebrooke 
Ohlig. fy Contracts I. x8 Estimatory contract (binding in the 
alternative to sell for a fixt price or return the goods). 

Estime, -er, obs. ff. Esteem, -er. 

Estin, Sc. form of Fasten a. Ohs. 

II Estivage. [Fr. estivagef. estiver, ad. It. sti- 
vare — Pr. estipar, Sp. and Pg. estivar :—L. stipdre 
to pack close.] A mode of stowing or trimming 
vessels by pressing or screwing the cargo into the 
vessel by means of a capstan machinery, practised 
in American or Mediterranean ports. (Ogilvie.) 
Estival, var. form of ^Estival. 

Estivate, v. An occasional spelling of ^Esti- 
vate, to spend the summer ; esj>. of animals, to 
spend the summer in a state of torpor. 

1656 81 in Blount Glossogr. 1854 Thoreau Walden xvi. 
(X863) 3x7 As if he had a design to estivate with us; 1883 
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Sunday Mag, 676 The unfortunate reptile was estivating 
exactly under the spot where the fire had been made. 
Estivation, var. of ^Estivation. 

Estimator (e-stiv^toj). [f. Estivate v. + -or.j 
An animal that estivates or passes the summer in a 
state of torpor. 

1883 Sunday Mag . 674 They search the dry bed of the 
river, dig up tlie buried estivators, and live on them. 

Estive, var. form of JSstive a. Obs., of or be- 
longing to summer. 

f EstivOttS, a. Obs. [f. L sestw-us + -OUS.] 
Of or pertaining to summer, summer-like. 

c 1420 P alt ad. on Iiusb. iv. 580 In land es that beth estyv- 
ous for heete. 

Estlande, obs. form of Eastland. 

Estlar, -er, obs. Sc. forms of Ashlar. 
Estmast, obs. form of Eastmost. 

J| Estoc (e*stpk). [F. estoc = Pr, e stoc, Sp. & Pg. 
estoque, It. stoccol] A kind, of sword ; the name 
was variously applied at different times: see 
quota. 

1830 James Darnley xxvii, A good downright blow of 
estoc at a fair gentleman’s head. 1834 Planch^ Brit. Cos- 
tume 138 The scabbard of his estoc or small stabbing-sword. 
i860 Fairholt Costume in Eng. (ed. 2) 440 Estoc, a short 
sword, worn at the girdle by soldiers. 

t Estoca de. Obs. Also 6 estoekado. fa. 
F. estoc ade, f, estoc : see Estoc ; cf. Sp. estocada , 
It. stoccata, and see -ade 1 and -ado 2 .] A thrust 
with an estoc ; in quots. the weapon itself. 

1579 Fenton Guicciard. n. 104 Rodolpbe Gonzague . .was 
so hurt in the face with an estoekado by a french man. 
Ibid., Euery one beganne. .to lay handes vpon their masses, 
estokados, and other short weapons. 

Estocade : erron. f. Estacade. 

Estoil(e (estoi- 1 ). Her. [a. OF. estoile , mod. 
F. Jtoilet] Also 7 e stile. A common charge in 
the form of a star with wavy points or rays. 

1572 Bossewell Armorie n. 114 Three cressants and as 
many Estoiles montans of the seconde : borne by the name 
of Dillon, a 1661 Fuller Worthies 1 1840) II. 79 His [John 
GwiHim’s] industry, .about stars (but here we must call them 
estoiles). 1688 R. Holme Armoury n. 16/2 A Star, .is better 
in Blazon to be termed an Entile or Estoile. 1763 Brit. Mag. 
IV. 303 A chevron between three estoils, sable. 1864 Bou- 
tell Heraldry Hist. $ Pop. ix. 47 The Mullet essentially 
differs from the Estoile the rays of which are always wavy. 
Estoilee (estokk), a. Her . [a. OF. (croix) *es- 
toilfe, f. estoile (mod.F. etoile) star.] (See quot.) 

1730-6 Bailey (folio'i, Estoillei as a Cross Estoillee signi- 
fies a star with only 4 long rays in form of a cross, and so 
broad in the centre, and ending in sharp points. 1847 in 
Craig ; and in mod. Diets. 

Eatcrnied, obs. var. of Astonied ppl. a., struck 
with consternation, dismayed. 

1581 Marbeck Bk. of Notes 362 Manie men shall be es- 
tonied when they shall see Christ our sauiour. 

Estop lesty-p), v. Also 5-7 estopp(e. [a. OF. 
es toper, estoupper (sense I ), and AF. estopper 
(sense 2), £ OF. estoupe (mod.F. itozipe) — Pr. and 
Sp. estopa , It. stoppa L. stttppa tow, Cf. Stop v.] 

1 . tram. To stop with or as with a dam, plug, 
or bar ; to fill up (a pool), arch. 

[1292 Britton i. xxx. § 8 Devises remuez, chemins et euwes 
estopez.] a 1420 Hoccleve De Reg. Princ . 63 For God estop- 
ped eke the concepcioun Of every woman of his [Pharaons] 
mansioun. 1586 Ferne Blaz. Gentrie 61 A barre to estop 
. . the mouthes of the people. 1621 Bolton St at. Irel. 51 
(Act 8 Hen. VII.) They have estopped both parts of the 
Podell. i860 Russell Diary India II. 109 The road 
winds along the side of a barren mountain . . till it appears 
to be estopped by a high cliff. 

2 . Law. To stop, bar, hinder, preclude. Chiefly 
refl. and in pass., to be precluded by one s own 
previous act or declaration from doing or alleging 
something. Const, f of, to with inf. [— AF. estop- 
per h with inf], and in recent use from\ also 
simply. 

1531 Dial, on Laws Eng. 1. xix. (1638) 34 The law in such 
cases giveth no remedy to him that is estopped. 1594 West 
Symbol . n. Chancerie § 37 A man may not deny . . that 
whereof he wilfully estopped or excluded himselfe by deed 
indented. 1598 Kitchin Courts Led , (1675) 303 He is 
estopped to say contrary. 1654 Burton's Diary (1828) I. 
Introd. 31 An indenture can estopp only such as are parties, 
and where an interest is also conferred. 1767 Blackstone 
Comm. II. 295 And therefore a man shall always be estopped 
by his own deed, ornot permitted to aver or prove any thing 
in contradiction to what he has once so solemnly and de- 
liberately avowed. 1818 Hallam Mid. Ages (1872) I. 201 
The lord who had granted the charter of franchise was 
estopped from claiming him again. 1884 Law Times Rep. 
x6 Feb. 773/1 L. had sworn that the lights in question were 
not ancient, and was therefore estopped from alleging, .that 
they were ancient. 

D. gen. To stop, prevent, rare. 

1876 Bret Harte G. Conroy m. iii. 101 An event to be 
expected, feared, and if possible, estopped by fasting and 
'■prayer.' ■ : 

3 . To cease from, stop. rare. 

1796 [C. Anstey] Pleaders' Guide (1803) 121 Nor would 
the Fates estop their task, To help thee over Quinden’ 
Pasch. 

EstO'p, sb. [f. prec. verb.] A stop or stoppage. 

1884 -A* A. Watts Life Alaric Watts I. 127 An untimely 
estop was put upon all this prosperity by an article in the 
Quarterly which . .denounced it [a book] as a catchpenny. 


Estoppage. (est^ped^). [f. Estop v. + -age.] 

a. The action of the verb Estop ; = Stoppage. 

b. Law. The condition of being estopped. 

1701 Beverley Apoc. Quest. 42 And though there was the 
Roar of Judahs Lyon, and the Utterances of the Thunders, 
yet they were Seald by the Estoppage of the Effects. 1890 
Daily News a Apr. 2/5 The defendants’^ counsel urged tnat 
this doctrine of estoppage was being carried further than had 
ever been known before. 

Estoppel (est^rpei). Forms: 6-7 estople, 
-pel, -ppell, 7-8 estopple, (9 estoppal), 6- 
estoppel. [app, ad. OF. estoupail, estouppail 
bung or cork, f. estouper : see Estop, Cf. Stopple.] 

1 1 . An obstruction (to a watercourse) whether 
natural or artificial. Obs. 

1608 Norden Surm. Dial. (N.), But estoples of water 
courses doe in some places grow by such meanes, as one 
private man or two cannot by force or discretion make 
remedie. 1638 Earl Cork Diary in Lismore Papers 
Ser. 1. (18S6) V. 44, I sent him 5 Indictments and orders for 
removing the weares and other estopels. 

2 . Law. An impediment or bar to a right of 
action arising from a man’s own act, or where he 
is forbidden by law to speak against his own deed. 
(Wharton.) 

1531 Dial, on Laws Eng. 11. xliv. (16381 141 Without it be 
by such a matter that it worke by way of conclusion or 
estoppell. 1645 Milton Colnst.x 1851) 376 This shall bee an 
Estoppel to him in an Assise from the recovering Ms own 
Land. 1667 E. Chamrgrlayne St. Gt. Brit. 1. 11. ii. (1743) 
47 No estoppel can bind the king. 1794 Mathias Purs. 
Lit. (1798) 377 He may take advantage of the estoppel, for 
it runs with the land. 1818 Cruise Digest (ed. 2) VI. 538 
Executory interests, .may be passed at law by deed, fine, 
and common recovery, by way of estoppel. 1833 Wharton 
Pa. Digest 783 Estoppel rests on the principle that every 
man is presumed to speak and act according to the truth 
and fact of the case. 

fb. gen. Stoppage, prohibition. Obs. 

1583 T. Stocker Civ. Warres Low C. n. 5 b, Accordyng to 
the full rate of the tyme of the saied Estoppell. 

Estorax, obs. form of Storax. 

1714 Fr. Bk of Rates 383 Estorax in Grain. 

t Estoure. Obs. Also 5 estowr. See Stour. 
[a. AF. estor,] Stir, tumult, war. 

1481 Caxton Myrr. n. viii. 83 Fayr ladyes whiche in 
bataylles and in estowrs vse alle their Armes of syluer for 
lacke of yron. 1490 — Eneydos xxxix. 11890) 129 There 
was grete effort made, & bigge estoure, after that Eneas 
was come there. 

Estovers (6stJ«'V3J2 N , jA //. Law. [a. OF. esto- 
ver, estovoir, subst. use of estovoir to be necessary. 
Cf. Stover.] * Necessaries allowed by law ’ ( J.). 
In various specific applications: esp. Wood which 
a tenant is privileged to take from his landlord’s 
estate so far as it is necessary for repairing his 
house, hedges, implements, etc. ; alimony for a 
widow or for a wife separated from her husband ; 
maintenance for an imprisoned felon. (See quots. 
Cf. Boot sbiS 5 b.) 

[1292 Britton in. vii. § 5 La value de renables estovers en 
autri soil.] 1594 West Symbol, n. § 55 Housebote, haibote, 
and plowbote may be demanded by the name of estovers. 
1641 Temtes de la Ley 147 Estovers. .Braeton used it for 
such sustenance as a man taken for Felony is to have forth 
of his lands or goods for himselfe and his family during his 
imprisonment. And the Statute of 6 Ed. 1 cap. 3. useth 
this for allowance in meate or cloth. 1642 Perkins Prof. 
Bk. i, § 104. 46 Estouers granted to be burnt in a house 
certaine. 1741 T. Robinson Gavelkind ir. vi. 243 Estovers 
in meat or clothes. 1763 Blackstone Comm. I. 441 Ali- 
mony to the [divorced] wife .. is sometimes called her 
estovers. 1818 Cruise Digest (ed. 2) III. 89 Estovers for 
the building^ of new houses. 1876 Digby Real Prop. iii. 
116 She [a widow] shall have in the meantime her reason- 
able estovers of the common. 

b. Common of estovers : a liberty of taking ne- 
cessary wood, for the use or furniture of a house, 
or farm, from off another’s estate. (Wharton.) 

1323 Fitzherb. Surv. 7 The Lorde may gyue or selle the 
resydewe of the sayde woodes or wastes, Excepte that a 
manne haue commen of Estouers. 1594 West Symbol. 
11. Chancerie § 141 All.. common, aswell of estovers and 
pastures, as all other commons. 1763 Blackstone Comm. 
1. 11. iii. 27 Common of estovers .. is a liberty of taking 
necessary wood. . 1879 Miss Braddon Vixen xxviii, The 
piled-up logs testified to the Tempest common of estovers. 

Estrade (estrird). [a. F. estrade fern., ad. Sp. 
estrado masc. : see Estrado.] A slightly raised 
platform ; a dais. 

16961706 Phillips Estrade the one half of an Alcove or 
Chamber rais'd with Boards and rail’d in, more richly 
furnish’d and adorn’d for the reception of Persons of Quality. 
1718 Ozell Tournefori's Voy. I. 372 On the Estrade is 
spread but one carpet for the officers to sit upon. 1851 Sir 
F. Palgrave Norm. A* Eng. I, 208 Upon the highest step 
of the estrade. 1866 Mrs. H. Wood Elster's Polly I. 227 
He was standing on the sort of estrade which abutted on the 
river. 1880 T. G. Fitch Led. Teaching 69 The teacher. . 
should have his desk on a mounted estrade or platform. 

t Estra’diot. Obs. Also Stradiot. [a. F. 
estradiot = It. stradiotto, f. Gr. arparmr^s soldier.] 
One of a class of light cavalry, originally raised in 
Greece and Albania, who served in the Venetian and 
other armies during the 15th and 16th centuries. 

1577-87 Holinshed Chron. III. 822/1 The French were 
discomfited : for those that were behind saw . . their Estra- 
diots also. 1579 Fenton Guicciard. (1618 / 264 Many bands 
of Estradiots leuied in the kingdome of Naples. 1596 Danett 
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tr. Comines 330 Crossebowe men on horsebacke, Estradiots 
and footemen. ? 

I! Estrado (estra-d^ [Sp. estrado the carpeted 
part of a room, drawing-room, reception-room, 
corresp, to Pg. estrado \ It. strato L. stratum 
neut., pa. pple. of sternere to spread i^with carpets) } 
a. In Sp. sense : see quot. 1 748. b. * Estrade. 

1588 R. Parke tr. Mendoza's Hist. China 47 Then doth 
hee cause them to sit in an Estrado, or rich pallet, gallantly 
dressed and furnished in one of the three halles. 1748 
Earthquake of Peru i. 12 Carpets, .to spread on the Estra- 
does, or places where the Women sit on Cushions. 1838 
Lytton Leila 11. vii, At the upper part of the space was 
an estrado, or platform. 

Estrager, var. of (? or error for) ostreger, Aus- 

TRINGER. 

1472 Paston Lett. No. 708 III. 68. 

tEstrarxi, V. Obs.rareK In 5 estrayn. [ad. OF. 
estrain-dre : see Strain.] trans. To bind tightly. 

1483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 363/4 She remembryd how Jhesus 
in that hour was taken, estrayned, haled forth, and mocked. 

t Estrai't, v. Obs. [f. OF. estreit adj. (mod. 
F. etroit ) : see Strait.] trans. To enclose within 
narrow bounds, to restrict. 

1329 More Heresyes vi. Wks. 277/2 At this daiethe Turke 
hath estraited vs verye nere, and brought it in within a 
right narow compace. 

+ Estrai’ten, y. Obs . [var. of Straiten.] 
trans . To confine in a narrower space, to restrict 

1598 Manwood Lawes Forest xxiv. § 5 {1615) 248 b Estrait- 
ening the Kings Deere from the Forest, to the hurt of the 
owners. 

Estramazcrne. [var. of Stramazon ; cf. Fr. 
estramaqon. ] A slashing cut in fencing, 

x8zo Scott Monast. xxvii, Being eager to punish him, 
I made an estramazone. 

t Estrange, a. and sb. Obs. rare. Also 4-6 
estraunge. [a. OF. estrange : see Strange.] 

A. adj. I. a. Distant, reserved, b. Strange, 
unusual, wonderful. 

a. <r 1374 Chaucer Troylus 1. 1084 [1077] His hieghe 
porte and his manere estraunge. [So MSS. Harl. 2280 and 
Campsall ; Harl. 3943 straunge.] 

b. X549 Sir T. Chaloner tr. Erasm. Maries Enc. M j a, 
I maie adde here to their sentences or sawes whiche are so 
estraunge. X587 Holinshed Discov. Irel. iv, iR.), You tell 
vs of manie gugawes and estrange dreams. 

2 . Law. Not privy or party to. 

X 72 X St. German’s Doct. tf Stud . 195 The entry.. is void 
in law, because he is estrange to the deed. 

B. sb. A stranger, foreigner. 

1384 in Arnolde Chron. 39 Y* non estraunges hey or selle 
wt any od’ estraunges any maner marchandises wythyn y° 
fraunches of y same cite. 

Estrange (estr£i*nd3), v. Also 6 astrange, 
-aunge, 6-7 estraunge. [ad.OF. estranger (mod.F. 
Stranger), corresp. to Pr estranhar. Cat. estranyar, 
Sp. estranar, Pg. estranhar, It. stranare, straniare 
L. extrdnedre, l. extraneus : see Strange.} 
To cause to be strange, or a stranger, or as a 
stranger (to). 

1 . trans. To remove (permanently or for a length 
of time) from an accustomed abode, haunt, asso- 
ciation, or occupation ; to keep apart from expe- 
rience of or acquaintance with anything. Const. 
from. Somewhat arch. 

1485 Caxton Paris # V. (1868' 68 He wold estrange hym 
fro that contree of genes. 1579 E. K. C loss. Spenser's Skeph . 
Cal, Ep. Ded. § 4 Thus much haue I aduentured vpon his 
frendship, himselfe being for long time furre estraunged, 
x6i2 T. Wilson Chr. Did., To abstain from sig[mfieth]To 
seperate or estrange, and turne our mind from a thing* 
1665 Glanvill Seeps, Set. xiv. 80 We must endeavour to 
estrange our assent from every thing, which is not clearly 
evidenc’d to our faculties. 1713 Guardian No. 5. f 2 
The ... lady .. has for some time estranged herself from 
Conversation. 17x8 Rowe tr. Lucan 1. (R. 1 , None shall ask 
if guiltily I fled, Or thy command estrang’d me frorn thy 
bed. 1731 Pope in Swift's Corr. II. 648 My lord is as 
much estranged from politics as I am. 1841 DTsraeli 
Amen. Lit. <1867 > 59 Edward, long estranged from his 
native realm. 1864 Browning James Lee's Wife x, The 
world has changed l The sun’s away, And the bird es- 
tranged. X87X B. Taylor Faust 11875; II. 11. i. 88 The room 
Waits for its master long estranged. 

t b. To make (a person) a stranger to (a con- 
dition or place). Obs. 

1725 Pope Odyss. xix. 697 To rest and joy Estrang’d since 
dear Ulysses sail’d to Troy ! _ 1738 Thomson Autumn 1158 
A solid Life, estrang’d To Disappointment, and fallacious 
Hope. 1767 H. Brooke Fool of Quat. II. 152 (D.) Mr. 
Meekly had long estranged himself to Enfield. 

fc. To withhold from a person’s perception or 
knowledge. Obs. 

x 6 xi Speed Hist. Gt. Brit. x. i. (1632) 1251 The design© 
being so estranged from the conceit of man. *6x4 Earl 
Stirling Doomesday, 10th Hour (R.)> Their faults are told. 
Which had been still estrang’d from them before. 1677 
Hale Prim. Orig. Man. iv. v. 338 None of which ways are 
estranged from the knowledge of those experienced Spirits. 

2 . To render alien ; to regard or treat as alien ’ t 
to sever from a community ; to remove (posses- 
sions, subjects) from the ownership or dominion 
of any one. arch. 

1523 Act 14-15 Hen. VI IT, c. 4 § x They. .estraunge 
theimselfe from the kynges obeysaunce. 154® U dall, etc. 
Erasm. Par. Eph. ii. 12 You wer vtterly astraunged from the 
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title and felowship of the nation of Jewes. 1577 Hammer 
Anc. Eccl. Hist. (1619192 He should not estrange or cut off 
alt the Churches of God which retained the tradition of old 
custome. a 1600 Hooker (J.), For conversion of infidels 
estranged from the house of God. 3611 Bible Jer. xix. 4 
They haue forsaken mee, and haue estranged this place, 
and haue burnt incense in it vnto other gods. 3873 
Browning Fifine Iviii, I say, I cannot think, .such gain Can 
ever be estranged. 

fb. To put away from oneself, eschew. Obs. rare. 
1613-6 W. Browne Brit. Past. 1. v, God will be seene his 
sentence changing, If he behold thee wicked wayes 
estranging. 

+ e. To render ‘foreign’ or dissimilar in 
character. Obs. 

1727 Pope, etc. Art Sinking ro8 Technical terms, which 
estrange your style from the great and general ideas of 
nature. 

3. To alienate in feeling or affection. Const. 

from , ox simply. 

1494 Fabyan vii. 644 The duke of Brytayne began to 
estrange hym from the Kyng and refusyd to come vnto his 
presence. 1561 T. Norton Calvin's Inst . 11, ii. (1634 ' 119 
The wicked.. which are altogether estranged from God. 
1570 Act 13 Elis, c, 2. § 1 Minding .. to estrange and 
alienate the Minds and Hearts of sundry her Majestys Sub- 
jects from their dutiful Obedience. 1606 Holland Sneton. 
91 With Ivlia he lived at the first in great concord and 
mutuall love ; but afterwardes hee began to estraunge him- 
selfe. 1681 Flavel Right Man's Ref. 271 It is therefore 
his great Design, to estrange and alienate the Saints from 
their God. 1722 De Foe Moll FI. (1840 93, I was quite 
estranged from him in affection. 1768 Beattie Min sir. 
1. xviii, His heart from cruel sport estranged, would bleed 
To work the wo of any living thing, 1780 Burke Sp. Econ. 
Ref. Wks. 1842 I.253 .You are going to estrange his majestys 
confidence from me. 1878 Gladstone Prim. Homer 106 
To direct them towards good persons .. and to estrange 
them from the bad, 

f b. intr. for refl. To become alienated in 
feeling. Obs. rare. 

1649 Selden Laws Eng. it. xxvii. (1739'! 126 Perswading 
the King, that Foreign Princes estranged from him.. for 
some apprehensions they had of his departure from that 
way of Religion. 

f 4. To change, render remote from one’s accus- 
tomed or normal condition ; to make unlike one- 
self ; hence, to put beside oneself, madden. Obs. 

1547 J. Harrison Exhort . Scottes G j b, So farre did we 
estraunge our selfes, that wee could finde in our hartes to 
become seruile..to a forrein nacion. 1577 Hanmer Anc. 
Eccl. Hist. <1619) 86 Being mad and sodainly estranged and 
bereft of his wits. 1598 Barret Theor. IVarres 1. ii. 10 
They sawe their souldiers so estranged from their former 
valour. 1622 Wither Mistr. P hilar. 1 1633 > 687 That neither 
wasting Cares. .Might from what she is estrange her. 

5. To render strange or unfamiliar in appearance ; 
to disguise, arch. 

a 1637 B. Jonson Challenge at Tilt, Sure they are these 
garments that estrange me to you. 1875 [see Estrang- 
ing ppl. a.]. 

f 0. pass . To be astonished. Obs. rare. [Cf. 
Sp. estraharse . ] 

1658 A. Foxtr. IV arts' Surg. m. xxi. 284 At which [pru- 
nella ip throat ] some Surgeons are estranged [orig. hetwelck 
sommige voor ecu wonder. .achten\ and others do slight it. 

Estranged (estr^-nd^d), ppl. a. [f. Estrange 

V. + -ED l .] 

1. In various senses of the verb. Now chiefly : 
Alienated in feeling or affection. Of manner, look, 
etc. : Indicating estrangement. 

*5S 2 Huloet. Estraunged, aliened, or put awaye, aliena- 
tus, a, nm. 1630 Lord Banians In trod., A countenance 
shy and somewhat estranged. 1643 Sir T. Browne Rejig. 
Med. 1. § 46. 108, I beleeve that our estranged and divided 
ashes shall unite againe. 1650 Bulwer Anthropomet. 171 
These therefore, who are so salvage and far estranged from 
humane life. 1667 Milton P. L. ix. 1132 Adam estrang’d 
in look and alter'd style. 1826 Milman A. Boleyn (1827 52 
Nor passion., nor the love Of kindred touch this earth- 
estranged heart. 1837 Lytton E. Maltrav. 27 His last words 
had been uttered in estranged tones, i860 Pusky Min. 
Profit. 448 An estranged dress betokened an estranged heart. 

absoL 1877 Sparrow Sernt. xiii, 180 The estranged are 
reconciled, man is brought nigh to God. 

1 2. Foreign. Obs. 

1615 Latham Falconry (1633) 36 These kindes of hawkes 
do leaue these countries, and" all other estranged places. 

Estrangedness (estr^mdgednfesk [f. prec. 4 
-ness.] The state or condition of being estranged ; 
alienation in feeling or affection. 

1645 Prynne Vind. Four Questions 2 (Ld The greatest 
token of estrangedness or want of familiarity one with 
another. 1662 Earl Orrery Sta*e Lett. >1743! II. 434 The 
estrangedness of the Irish papists, a 1677 Barrow Serin. 
(17x6) I. 60 Instead of a suspicious estrangedness ..will 
spring up an humble confidence. 1825 Coleridge Aids 
Refl. 11848) I. 96 By estrangedness and distance from God. 
1869 S. Wilberforce Oxf. Lent Serm. 1 The long Gentile 
estrangedness. 

t Estrangefnl, a. Obs. [ f. Estrange v. 4 
-pul.] Foreign in appearance, strange. 

1615 Chapman Masque Inns of Court Plays 1873 III. 92 
Buskins embrodered with gould, and enterlac't with rewes 
■of fethers ; Altogether estrangfull and Indian like. 

II Estrangelo, estrangheXo (estrarqgeb). 
Also 8 estrange!, qestrangela. [Syriac \ 

estrangelo : Noldeke accepts the view of Assemani 
that the word is a. Gr. <rrpoyyb\os rounded] An 
archaic form of the Syriac alphabet. Also attrib . 
*730-6 Bailey (folio), Estrangel, theEstrangelus character, 


a particular species or form of Syriack letter serving as 
capitals. 1751 Chambers Cycl. s.v.. The Abyssinians .still 
occasionally use the estrangel character. 1853 H. Burgess 
Hymns Ephraem Syr us Introd. 93 The four gospels in 
the Estrangelo character. 1883 Palaeogr. Soc. Facsimiles, 
Orient. Ser. vm. PI. xeix, A small, elegant Estrangela. 
Mod. The Estrangelo Syriac version of the Gospels. 

Estrangement (estr<Fi*ndgment). [f. as prec. 
+ -ment.J The action of estranging ; the condition 
of being estranged ; separation, withdrawal, alien- 
ation in feeling or affection. 

*660 Jer, Taylor Duct. Dubit. m. ii. (R.), If excommuni- 
cation be incurred, .he that is guilty, .is bound to submit to 
estrangements and separations. 3736 Berkeley Disc. Ma- 
gistrates Wks. 1871 III. 429 The prevailing contempt of 
God’s word, and estrangement from his house. 1738-41 
Warburton Div. Legal. v. § 1. Wks. 1811 V. 10 Moses, to 
prevent any such estrangement, .was careful to acquaint 
the chosen Family.. of their descent from one man and 
woman. 2818 Jas. Mill Brit. India II. v. v. 496 Appre- 
hending a greater estrangement of the mind of the Nizam. 
2848 Macaulay Hist. Eng . II. 261 The estrangement be- 
tween the King of England and the Prince of Orange be- 
came daily more complete. 1883 H. Drummond Nat. Law 
in Spir. IV. v. (1884) 169 The estrangement of the soul 
from God. 

t Estra*ngeness. Obs rare- 1 , [f. Estrange 
a 4 -ness.] =- Strangeness. 

1549 Chaloner Erasm. M or ice Enc. N iv a. The hearer, 
mervailyng at the estrangenesse of the devise. 

Estranger 1 (estre :;ndg3jn. [f. as prec. + -er i.] 
One who or that which estranges, parts asunder, 
or causes estrangement. 

1623 Drumm. of Hawth. Cypress Grove Wks. 127 Death 
is the violent estranger of acquaintance. 1850 Mrs. Brown- 
ing Poems I. 130 What estranger, What ill most strong in 
evil, can be thrust Between the faithful Father and the Son. 

t Estra'nger 2 . Obs. Also 5 6estraunger, [a. 
Oh' .estranger (mod.F. Granger) : see Stranger.] 

1. a. One belonging to another nation ; an alien, 
fore igner, b. One belonging to another family or 
district ; a stranger. 

1471 Poston Lett. No. 664. II. 421 The Kyngs gret enemys 
and rebelUs acompanyed with enemys estrangers be nowe 
aryved. 1550 J. Coke Eng Fr. Herald, f 59 (1877) 75 
Notwithstandyng this excedynge power of Estraungers, 
Heralde the usurper fought the battayle to th’ utteraunce. 
1586 Ferne Blaz. Gentrie 297 That none of the family 
might alienate the coatearmor of their house, to the bearing 
of an estranger. 1641 Termes de la Ley 148 Estrangers 
are . . sometimes they that be borne beyond the sea. 1721- 
2800 in Bailey. 

2. Law. One who is not privy or party to an 
act, contract, title, etc- ; = Stranger. 

1594 West Symbol, n. § 36 Any act. .to be done or per- 
formed . . by any estranger or estrangers to this present 
submission. 1622 Callis Si at. Sewers 11647) *83 There be 
two Joyntenants, and one of them and an estranger do dis- 
seise the other. 1714 Scroggs Courts-leet ted. 3' 90 If the 
Beasts of another Man are . . agisting my Land . . and are 
taken by an Estranger, I shall have a Replevin. 2721-1800 
in Bailey. 

Estra'ngiiigCestr^-nd^iq), vbl. sb. [f. as prec. 
+ -ing 1 .] The action of the vb. Estrange. 

1574 tr. Mario rat's Apocalips 43 The death of y c soule. . 
is an vtter estranging of. the soule from God. 1607 IIieron 
Wks. I. 406 Ordinary estranging in body breedeth strange- 
ne.sse in affection, a 1677 Hale True Relief, in. >1684' 38 
There arise Schismes, Factions . . and studied estrangings 
of Professors of Christianity. 

^ Estranging, ppl. a. [f. as prec. 4 -ing 2 .] 
That estranges : cf. Estrange v. 5. 

1775 in Ash. 1870 Morris Earthly Par. II. hi. 59 The 
image of cold death, With his estranging agonies. 1875 
Howells Foregone Cowl, viii. 119 The four stood in the 
pale, estranging moonlight. 

t E strangle, v. Obs . [ad. OF. estrangler 
(mod.Fr. Strangler) : see Astrangle, Strangle.] 
trans. — Strangle v. : in quot. to choke. 

1483 Caxton Gold. Leg . 134/2 A woman . .had a sone dey- 
ing in whos throte was a bone of a fysshe thwart whyche 
estrangled hym. 

E strap ade (estrap^i’d). [a. Fr. esirapade (cf. 
Sp. estrapada v ad. It. strappata, f. strappare to 
pull tight; app. of Teut. origin; cf. Ger. (Swiss) 
strapfen to draw, Ger. straff drawn tight.] 

1. The attempt of a horse to get rid of his rider 
by rearing and kicking. 

1730-6 in Bailey tfolio'. 1828 in Webster. In mod. Diets. 

2 . Hist. A torture consisting in attaching a per- 
son’s hands and feet to a rope, drawing him up 
by them to a great height, and then letting him 
fall suddenly; = Strappado. 

1856 Froude Hist. Eng. I. 404 He [Francis] could ill 
afford to forsake a religion which allowed him so pleasantly 
to compound for his amatory indulgences by the estrapade. 
Ibid. 1 1858 • I. v. 423 The estrapade was an infernal machine 
introduced by Francis into Paris for the better correction of 
heresy. . 

E stray (estre H, sb and a. [a. AF. estray, vbl. 
sb. (take . concr.) f. estraier to stray : see Astray.] 
A. sb. Law. A stray animal; ‘any beast not 
wild, found within any Lordship, and not owned 
by any man* (Cowell). 

[1293 Britton i. xviii. § 3 Weyf ou estray nent chalengez 
de eynz le an et le jour si soit al seignur de la fraunchise.] 
*594 West Symbol, ii. Chancerie § 37 The like is it of an 
Estray or a Deodand. c 2640 J. Smyth Lives Berkeleys 
(1883) I. 334 AU such Estrays and Cumelings as. .should be 


taken or found upon the Abbots demesnes. 3714 Scroggs 
Courts-leet (ed, 3) 105 The Estray shall be proclaimed in 
the two next Market Towns. 3765 Blackstonk Comm. I. 
298 Any beast may be an estray, that is by nature tame or 
reclaimable. 1776 in Stonehouse Axkolme uS39> 145 The 
Lord’s Bailiff, or receiver ot estrays. 1850 Longf. By Fire- 
side, Pegasus in Pound vi» The. .village crier, .proclaiming 
there was an estray to sell, 
b. transf 

158s Lambarde Etren. (1602) 589 Many things haue 
escaped me vnseen. .and it shall not bee harae for him that 
meeteth with such Estrais to take and lodge them in their 
right Titles here. 1741 Richardson Pamela 1824* I. lxxvii. 
432 This happy estray, thus restored, begs leave by me to 
acknowledge its lovely owner. 3853 Kane Grinnell Exp. 
xxxviii. (1856) 350 This poor little wanderer was an estray 
from his fellows. 1881 E, C. Stedman in Scribn. Mag. Oct. 
817 How he seizes on some promising estray. 

33. adj. Of an animal: That is astray, rare. 

1865 Nichols Britton I. 216 Things found, which do not 
belong to anybody, as wreck of sea, beasts estray [orig, 
estravagauutes] rabbits, hares, etc. 

Estray (estr£i*\ V. arch. [ad. OF. estrai~er\ 
see Astray v.] intr. To Stray, lit. and Jig. 

1572 R. H. tr. Lauaterus' Ghostes (1596/ 199 If the 
auncient Fathers had so doone, they had not estrayed so 
farre from the Apostles simplicitie. 1600 Tourneur Transf. 
Met . 1 , The lambes that sometime did estray. 1602 Daniel 
Hymen's Tri. iv. Hi, This nymph one day. .Estrays apart, 
and leaves her Company. 1660 tr. Amyraldns' Treat. 
Relig. n. ix. 289 How could it be that men should so pro- 
digiously neglect the glory of God, unless they were estrayed 
from their end, since they were made for it ? 1855 Single- 
ton Virgil I. 44 One of the sisters led Gallus estraying by 
Permessus’ streams To th’ Aon mountains, a 1864 Haw- 
thorne Eng. Note-bk. (1879' 1 . 261 J ust estraying a little way. 

Hence Elstray'ed ppl. a., that has strayed. 
Estraying vbl, sb. 

*536 Act 27 Hen. VIII, c. 7 § 5 Estraied cattell claimed 
and proued by the owners. 1580 Sidney Arcadia hi. (1622) 
310 The sweete touch of that hand seemed to his estrayed 
powers so heauenly a thing, etc. 1598 Yong Diana 3x8 
But euermore despaire. . From former course of minde doth 
cause estraying. 1620 J. Wilkinson Cor. 4- Sheriffs, Crt . 
Leets 140 b, And likewise you shall present all such cattel 
estraied as shall usually come within your office. 3883 
W. R. Williams in Butler's Bible- Wk. I. 366 The shepherd 
seeking his estrayed sheep. 

Estrayte, obs. form of Estreat. 

+ £*stre« Obs. Also 3 eastre, 4 ester(e, 
hestre, 5 esture, estyr. [a. OF. estre being, con- 
dition (in pi. = sen?e 2 ), orig. a subst. use of estre 
(mod.F. Sire) to be. In sense 2 b this was in Fr, 
already confused with another word, - Pr. estra 
fem., of unknown etymology.] 

1. Condition of being, way of life, position, cir- 
cumstances ; also, a state of things. 

c 1300 K. Alls. 5467 To wite of Alisaundres estre .. Grete 
wille had Porus the kyng. C1314 Guy JVarw. (A.) 4563 Siker 
bou be bat al mi pine & alle mine estris ichil telle be. c 1330 
R. Brunne Chron. ( 18x01 94 He told him of alle pe estere, 
bat him mette bat nyght. 1393 Gower Conf. I. 272 What 
shall I telle unto Silvestre Or of your name or of your estre. 
a 1400 Sir Perc, 1559 Thay. .talked and tolde Off othir 
estres fulle olde. 

2. concr. a. A place ; places generally ; hence 
the parts about a country; localities, a region; 
also air estate, dominions. 

c 120$ Lay. 3583 Leir is an is londe, icume ouer sse streme 
to isen is eastresse. 1303 R. Brunne Handl. Synne xos86 
So long he [Tumna] Ieuede yn bat estre pat for hys name he 
hy;t Tuncestre. c 1330 —* Chron. (x8io^ 891 To Wales is 
William schaken, estres to spie. Ibid. 145 He bouht Two 
maners tilie his estre. I bid. 212 Jon regned in bis estre 
kyng auhten 3ere. c 1430 Lydg .Bochas. hi. v. (1554' 74 a, He 
gan espie thestres of the place, e 1440 Bone Flor. 293 He 
toke hym come To spere the estyrs of Rome. 3480 Caxton 
Chron. Eng. ccxxiii. 22X The noble baron of Stafford priked 
hir hors vp and doune by the hylles for to kepe the estres 
{ed. 3520 estrees] of the countrey. 

b. Chiefly pi. Apartments, dwellings, quarters ; 
the inner rooms in a house, divisions or alleys in 
a garden, etc. 

a 3225 Ancr, R. 296 Brouhte o brune alle hire buses [v. r. 
eastres.] a 1300 Cursor M. 2252 (Cott. ) His esters sal we 
see ful suyth. c 1300 K. All's. 7611 Y wol sende hire love- 
drewry, And hire hestris ekeaspye. c 1330 ri rth.% Mer. 816 
At hir dore and hir fenester Hadde y blisced and ech ester. 
c 1350 Will, Paleme 1768 ?ede a grom of grece in begardyn 
to pleie to bi-hold be estres & be herberes so faire. c *385 
Chaucer A, G. PV. 1711 Lucrece, The husbonde knew the 
estris wel ct fyn. C1400 Beryn 556 For thow knovvest better 
then I, al the estris of this house, go vp thy selff and spy. 
c 3400 Rom. Rose 1448 , 1 wente.. Aboute the place ; it was 
not left, Tyl I hadde all the gardyn bene In the estres that 
men might sene. 1470 85 Malory^ rtkur xix. vii, Pleaseth 
it yow to see the estures[/rxWt<f by Caxton eftures] of this 
castel. 3775 in Ash. 

3. App. used lor: Fruit, produce. 

a 3300 £. E. Psalter Ixiv [lxv.] 11 Fele falde his estres in 
be land [Vulg. mult ip lie a genimina cjns (sc. terrue J. 

Estreat (estn ‘tl, sb. Law . Forms : 6 es- 
trayte, -eyt, 6 - estreat. Also 5-7 aphet. strete, 
(5 streete). [a. AF. estrete r OF. estraite (in law 
Lat. extracta^ t fem. sb. from pa. pple. of estraire 
to extract L. extrahere, f. ex out + trahere to 
draw. Cf. Fr. extrait Extract.] 

1. ‘ The true extract, copy, or note of some ori- 
ginal writing or record, esp. of fines, amercements, 
etc., entered on the rolls of a court to be levied 
by the bailiff or other officer (Wharton.) 


ESTREAT, 


ESURIEECY. 


> tia§at Britton i. xxii. § 7 QL.ount. .plus lev6 qe eontenu 
ne fust eii les estretes de Hosier Escheker.] c 1440 Prornp. 
Pan/. 480 Streete, catchepol[’s] bok to gader by mercy- 
mentys. 1479 in Eng. Gilds (3870 421 The seide Toune 
clerk to make vp his Stretys vnto the Baillifs. 1514 Frrz- 
merb. fust. Peas (1538) 137 b, Shall be bounde and shall 
make theyr Estraytes. 1601 F.Tate Househ.Ord.Edw.il, 
§ 24 (18761 17 The clarke of the market . . shal deliver 
. .the stretes into the warderobe. 1641 Termes de la Ley 
178 Greene waxe . . signifies the estreats of issues, fines, 
and amercements. 2679-88 Seer. Serv. Money Chas. fy 
fas. (Camden Soc.) 160 To supply the estreats of the patents 
in the 16th year of King Ch. 2 d i 1857 Toulm. Smith Parish 
107 Estreats — that is copies— of all the fines and forfeitures 
imposed. 1875 Stubbs Const . Hist. II. xvi. 452 note. The 
estreats or rate rolls of the general taxation. 

.transf. 1625 Lisle Du Bartas, Noe 158 What are they 
but estreats of those originals? Wherof th’ Almighty word 
engroue the poritrature. 

• lb. Clerk of the Estreats ( see quot.), 

*667 Chamberlayne St. Gt. Brit. 1. 11. xiii. (3743^ 120 
The office of the Clerk of the Estreats is to receive every 
term the estreats or extracts out of the office of the Remem- 
brancer. 1721-1800 in Bailey. 1833 Crabb Technol. Diet. 

. + 2. transf. in pi The fines themselves and other 
payments enforced by law. Obs. 

c 1550 Plumpton Corr. 255 He did receive xi g ..over and 
above your rents and your estreats. 1630 in Nichols 
Chnrckw. Acc. St. Margarets Westm. (1797) 40 John 
Fennell and Ralph Atkinson collectors of the estreats for 
repair of Brentford Bridge and Knightsbridge. 1640 Order 
Ho. Commons in Rushw. Hist. Coll. in. (1692) I. 154 The 
said Clerks Wages, and the several Fines and Estreats. 

Estreat (estrrt), v. [f. prec. sb.] 

1. traits. To extract or take out the record of 
(a fine, bail* recognizance, etc.) and return it to 
the court of exchequer to be prosecuted. 

1523 Fitzhekb. Snrv. 28 The > issues and profytes of them 
are estreyted by the sayd justices, and returned in to the 
kynges escheker. 2649 Selden Laws Eng. u. xi. (1739) 59 
If they were not arrayed, then the Recognizances of such 
as undertook the work, are estreated. 2737 Col. Rec. Penn. 
IV, 256 Lest their Recognizances should be estreated. 3827 
Hallam Const. Hist. 2876) III. xiii. 8 The fines thus im- 
posed upon jurors had been estreated into the exchequer. 
Mod. The recognizances were ordered to be estreated. 

2. loosely. To exact (a fine) ; to enforce forfeiture 
of (anything). 

2647 Boyle Agst. Swearing Wks. 1772 VI. 24 The poor 
..seem to have a title.. to the amerciaments that are es- 
treated upon trespasses against their Lord. 3843 Lever 
J. Hinton xix. The old farmer saw his tricks confiscated, 
and his games estreated. 

Estreg, var. of Estriche, Obs. 

Estren, obs. form of Eastern. 

12 strep© (estrrp), v. Law. [ad. OF. estrepe-r 
«-Pr. estrepar L. exstirpare to root up (see Ex- 
tirpate).] trans. (See quot.) 

2672 Cowell Interpr., Estrepe , to make Spoil by a 
Tenant for Life in Lands or Woods, tp the prejudice of him 
in the Reversion. 1721-1800 in Bailey. In mod. Diets. 
Estrepeuaent (estrrpment). Forms : 6 es- 
treppemenfc, 7 estrepment, -ipament, 7-8 es- 
trepament, 8 - estrepement. Also 7 aphet. strep- 
ment. [a. AF. estrepement , f. estreper \ see pTec.] 
1. ‘Wasting’ of lands, esp. ‘ Any spoil or waste 
made by tenant for life, upon any lands or woods, 
to the prejudice of him in reversion ; also, making 
land barren by continual ploughing’ (Wharton). 
Writ of estrepement (see quot 1768 : this was 
abolished by 3 and 4 Will. IV. c. 27 ). 

• 3503 Will ofCopynger i Somerset Ho.),W l oute eny estrep- 

g sment or wast. 3607 Cowell Interpr ., Estrepement or 
stripament. 3736 Bailey, Estrepament. 3743 T. Robin- 
son Gavelkind 11. i. 151 Without doing any Estrepement, 
Waste, or Exile. 1768 Blackstone Comm. III. 225 And 
the writ of estrepement lay at the common law . . to stop 
any waste which the vanquished party might be tempted 
to commit. 1847 in Craig; and in mod. Diets. 

+ 2. (See quot.) Obs. 

In cases of felony and Petit Treason the king had the 
right of estrepement, i. e. of enjoying the felon’s lands for a 
year and ‘wasting’ them to his heart’s content. This 
being to the injury of the lord of the fee, it became custom- 
ary to compound with the king for the right of estrepe- 
ment, which came to be represented merely by a fine. 

£3640 J. Smyth Ernes Berkeleys (1883) II. 435 Estrep- 
ments, goods of fugitives and of convict, attainted, out- 
lawed, and wayved persons. 

/ . ' Obs. rare. [a. OF. estraite in 

same sense L. extracta : see Estreat.] Extrac- 
tion, origin ; hence, nature. 

3393 Gower Conf. I. 87 Toward this vice of which we 
trete There ben yet tweie of thilke estrete. 

E striclx, estridge. [var. of Ostrich, q.v.; 

and cf. Pr. estruzb] 

1 1. = Ostrich. Obs. 

c 1450 Foe. in Wr.-Wulcker 585 Fungus , a ffynch [vel 
an Estrich, secundum qnosdam]. a 2528 Skelton Phyllyp 
Sparozve 478 The estryge, that wyll eate An horshowe. 
*579 Lyly Euphues t Arb. ' 124 The Estrich disgesteth harde 
yron .to preserue his health, 1606 Shaks. Ant. § Cl. in. 
xiii. 397 To be furious, Is to be frighted out of feare, and 
in that moode The Doue will pecke the Estridge. a 2653 
G. Daniel Idyll iv. 7 The Estrich may digest A Broken 
Rocke, and on a Plough- Share feast. 1687 A. Lovell tr. 
Bergerac's Com. Hist. Moon II. 72 A kind of Estridge. 

2. (See quot.) 

1842 Bran de Diet. Sc., Estrich, the commercial name of 
the fine dowh Of the ostrich. 1838 Simmonds Diet. Trade. 
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Estridge, the fine soft down which lies under the feathers 
of the ostrich; 

3. attrib. and Comb. 

1460 Will of Tame (Somerset Ho ), Ciphum cum esterige- 
feders. ^1528 Skelton Speke Parrot 80 Ic dien serueth 
for the erstrych fether. 1613 S. Rowlands P air e of Spy* 
Knaves Biija, Point the Feather-maker not to faile To 
plume my head with ■ his best Estridge tayle. a 1634 Ran. 
dolph Muses Looking-gl. hi. iii, He shall eat something 
else too that rides here ; He try his estridg stomack. 3634 
S. R. Noble Soldier tv. i. Bullen 0 . Pi. I. 307 Taught me 
Estridge-Iike, To digest Iron and Steele. 3649 G. Daniel 
Tr inarch., Hen. F, cxcvii, Everie Bow . . May weare a 
Scarfe, each Shaft, an Estrich Plume. 1685 [see Estery 
feather], 2715 tr. Pancirollus ' Rerum Ment. II. i. 276 
This Tree bears a Flower, .about the bigness of an Kstrich- 
Egg. 1812 J. Smyth Pract. of Customs 255 Ostrich, or 
Estridge wool, is used as a substitute for beaver. 

+ Estriche. Obs. Also 1 4ast-r£ee, 5 aust- 
ridge, est(e)ryeh.(e, 8 estreg. [f. East + Riche; 
cf. -BIC.] 

1. a. An eastern kingdom or country, h. In 
OE. spec. The East-Frankish kingdom. 

893 O. E. Chron; (Parker MS. , Her on J>ysum geare for 
se micla here.. eft of bmm east rice westweard. ax 200 
Trin. Coll. Horn. 45 pe pre kinges pe comen of estriche. 

2. attrib. Estrich board ; applied to timber 
coming from Norway or the Baltic. 

[It is not quite’ certain that this is rightly placed here; cf. 
Ger. estrich floor (which however strictly means a plaster 
floor). But the similar use of estlande (see Eastland) 
strongly supports the view here adopted.] 

3350 Proclam, in Riley Mem. Lend. (1868^ 261 Divers 
boards of estrichesborde. . 61 . xss. 4/f. 1354 Mem. Ripoft 

(Surtees/ 1 II. gx In xiij bord. de Estriche emp. pro feretro 
Beati Witfridi exaltando 25-. 2 d. 1459 Bury Wills (Camden 
Soc.) 242 Duo scabella de estryche board. 1481-90 Howard 
Househ. Bks. i Roxb.) 23, Xij austrige boorde, and viij. other 
boordes. 2524 I nv. Goods in Genii. Mag. (1834) CIV. 1. 47 
In the parlour, a table of Estriche bourde with ij tristells. 
2706 Phillips, Estreg lords , Boards, Deal or Firr, brought 
from the Eastern Parts. 1715 in Kersey. 1866 Rogers 
Agric. 4 Prices I. xx. 489 The better kinds [of boards] 
were called estrich and wainscot. 

Estrin, obs. form of Eastern. 

1| B’Stro. Obs. [It. estro ‘ poetic rage ’ (Baretti), 
ad. L. oestrus in same sense, lit, gadfly.] Inspira- 
tion. irresistible impulse. 

2606 Marston Parasitaster n. Diij, With.. this same 
Estro, or Enthusiasme. . Will we goe rate the Prince, 
t B*stnance. Obs. [f. as next : see -ance.] 
Heat, warmth. 

x8i8 in Todd [with quot. from Sir T. Browne ; the pas- 
sage occurs in Pseud. Ep. v. xxi, but edd. 1646, 1650, 1658, 
1672, 1686 read zsttiatiou.] Hence in later Diets. 

t E’Stuant, a. Obs . Also 7 riEsTUANT. [ad. L. 
aestuant~em, pr. pple. of aestudre to boil, be in- 
flamed.] Boiling hot. 

c 2420 Pallad. on Jiusb. xr. 434 Yit leve a litel hool oute 
atte to brethe, Thaire heetes estuaut forto alethe. 1633 [see 
ASstuant]. 

Estuarial (esti« ( e>*rial), a. [f. L. oestudri-um 
+ -al.] , Of or pertaining to an estuary. 

So Bstua'rian a. — prec. 

1883 Standard 12 May 3/5 The construction of the estua- 
rial works. 1880 Webster Suppl, Estuarian. 

Estuarine (e-sti^arain), a. [f. Estuary or L. 
sesiuari-um, after analogy oimar-ine, lacustr-ine : 
see -ine.] Of or belonging to an estuary ; esp. of 
strata, etc. formed or deposited in an estuary. 

1849 Murchison Silurza xii. 297 The lowest estuarine 
zone of Scotland, 3858 Geikie Hist. Boulder x. 193 The 
remains of ..estuarine, .organisms. 1880 A. R. Wallace 
1 st. Life vi. 102 Clearly marked shore and estuarine deposits. 

Estuary (e*stiwari). Forms: 6 estnarie, (7 
estuar), 6- estuary ; also ^Estuary, [ad. L. 
sestudri-um, prop. adj. * tidal hence a tidal 
marsh or opening, f. sestus h&at, boiling, bubbling, 
tide;] 

1 . gen. A tidal opening, an inlet or creek through 
which the tide enters ; an arm of the sea indenting 
the land, rare in mod. use. 

1538 Leland I fin. V. 29 A greate Sande with a shorte 
Estuary into the Lande. 1665 Manley Grotius' Low C. 
Warres 219 Two Castles . . sufficiently defended . . by the 
Estuary of the Sea. 1782 W. Gilpin Wye 11789) 128 The 
finest estuary [Cardiff] we had seen in Wales. 2825 Heber 
frul. (1828* II. xxi. 389 The country resembled extremely 
a large aestttary, but studded with rocky islands. 1839 
Stonehouse Axholme 53 The word Fleet means an estuary 
or arm of the sea, 1880 Haughton Phys. Geog.- v. 238 The 
La Plata, .is rather an estuary of the sea than a river. 

2, spec. The tidal mouth of a great river, where 
the tide meets the current of fresh water. .. 

v 15. . Stow A unales (1615V3 The Riuer of Tans, .breaketh 
into the German sea,' and at y * mouth forceth great estuars 
or armes of the sea. 1798 Skrine Tour S. Wales 1 T.), The 
river swells into a great estuary, and in sight forms the 
Bristol Channel. 413804 W. Gilpin (T.), Among the solitary 
birds, which frequent the estuaries of rivers. 1830 Lvell 
Princ. Geol. I. 265 Estuaries (a term which we confine to 
inlets entered both by rivers and tides of the sea). 1853 
Phillips Rivers Yorksh. i. .1 Estuaries worthy of such 
tributaries. 1878 Huxley Physiogr. oio. Upraised deposits 
of silt . . skirt the estuary of the Clyde. 

1 3. A place where liquid boils up. Obs. 

3684 Boyle Wks. (1772) IV. 799 Whether . . over the 
aestuary. .there arise any visible mineral fumes. 
transf. 1823 New Monthly Mag, XVI, 50 Bacon was ac- 


customed to take a draught of March-beer towards bed- 
time, to settle this aestuary of his mind. 

+4. A vapour- bath. Obs. 

1657 Tomlvxsoh Renou’s Disp. 189 Chirurgions have in- 
vented a certain riEstuary. .like a bird-cage. 1706 Phillips, 
AEstuary . 

5 . attrib. (sometimes quasi -adj. = Estuarine). 
1832 Lyell Princ. Geol. II. 280 Estuary shells are more 
frequently liable . . to be intermixed with the exuviae of 
pelagic tribes. 1845 Darwin Voy. Nat. v ii. (1852) 129 My 
reasons for Considering the Pampaean formation to be an 
estuary deposit were, etc. 1884 Daily News 7 Oct. 6/1 
While the estuary fishermen have reaped a remunerative 
harvest, the rod men have had little or no fishing. 

Estnate, -ation, var. ff. ^Estuate, -atton. 
t Estn'diant. Obs. [a. OFr. esUtdiant , pr. 
pple. oiestudier: see Estudy v. Cf. Studiant.] 
A student, . 

1481 Caxton Myrr. in. vii. 142 Seynt dionyse . , beyng 
an estudyaunt in grece. 1494 Fabyan, vii. 526 They sent y* 
estudyauntys of y e lawe, canon & cyuyle. 
t Estudy, v. Obs. Forms: 3 astudie, 5-6 
estudie, -ye. [a. OF. estudier (mod.F. eiudier) 
ad. late L. studiare , f. studium Study. Cf. Pr. 
and Sp. estudiar, Pg. estudar , It. studiare .] — 
Study v,, trans. and intr. 

cxzzs, Ancr. R. 200 Auh abuten hoos, J>enche<S & astudieS 
Wei swufte. 1474 Caxton Chesse n. iii. 11860' Bviijb, 
Theyr offyee is. . to estudye diligently in such wyse. .so that 
they be not founde corupt. 2491 Vitas Pair, 1. vii. 10 b, 
He taughte hem to do wel, to estudie, etc. 1550 J. Coke 
Eng. 4- Fr. Herald. § 203 (1877) 116 The great nombre of 
gentilmen . . alwayes estudyeng the lawes of the realme. 
Hence Esttrdied ppl. a., learned. 

3350 J) Coke Eng, 4- Fr. Herald. § 167 (1877) xo 7 The 
most parte of them be wel estudied in the lawes of God. 

,t Estu*dy, sb. Obs. [a. OF. estudie Study, 
f. L. studium .J Care, desire, zeal ; — Study sb. 

3483. Caxton Cato Eiij, They dyd put all theyr estudye 
for to knowe the faytes or dedes of thauncientes. 1483 
— Golden Leg. 221/3 They bothe were of one loue, of one 
estudye and of one wylle. 

|| Estufa (estzrla). [Sp. estufa , heated room, 
vapour bath, corresp. to It. stufa , OF. estuve 
(mod.F. etuve) ; of Teut. origin : cf. OHG. stupa 
(Ger. stube room) : see Stove.] An underground 
chamber, in which a fire is kept constantly burn- 
ing ; used by the Pueblo Indians of Spanish North 
America as a place of assembly. 

1875 Parkman in N. Amer. Rev. CXX. 45 Estufas, or 
subterranean chambers . : where the men of the community 
meet for social, deliberative, and religious purposes. 1876 
L. H. Morgan ibid. CXXIII. 83 Circular estufas found in 
connection with the new Mexican pueblos. 1881 — Con - 
trib. Amer. Etknol. 148 The regular, time for meeting in 
the estufa is the last day of December. 

t Estucrsity. Obs. [f. L. sestuds-us (see Ais- 
tuous) full of heat, f. sestus heat + -ity.] A 
heated state or condition. 

1657 Tomlinson Renon's Disp. 222 It. .tempers the estu- 
osity of the blood. 1710 Fuller Phartn. Extemp . 158 A 
Refrigerating Expulsion . . tempers flatulent Estuosities of 
the Hypochondria. 1730 Ibid. (ed. 4) 153 Heat, Estuosity, 
Erosions of the Stomach, and Thirst. 

Esture, var. form of /Esture, Obs. 

1615 Chapman Odyss. xii. 13 1 The seas retain . . their out- 
rageous esture there. 3782-1800 in Bailey ; 1828 in Web- 
ster ; and in mod. Diets. 

Estward(e, obs. form of Eastward. 

Estyme, obs. form of Esteem. 

Estynct, var. of Extinct v. Obs. 

Esundire, obs. form of Asunder. 
a 1400-50 Alexander 338 He had gedird his grese & 
grune )>aim esundire. 

+ E ’Sure. Obs . rare— 1 , [f. es- ppl. stem of 
edere to eat + -ure.] The process of eating. 

2657 Tomlinson Renan's Disp. 338 More suave and whol- 
some both for medicinall uses and esu re. 
f Esu-rial, a. Obs. rare~ x . [ad. L. esuridlisf. 
esuries hunger.] Peitaining to hunger, given up 
to fasting. 

w 1656-83 in Blount Glossogr. 1708 Motteux Rabelais v. 
i, These esu rial idle Days [Fr.fen'es es aria les]. 

t Esu riate, Obs. [f, L. esuri-es hunger + 
-ATE : k] intr. To hunger. 

1623-6 Cockeram, Essu riate [sic]. 

Esurienoe {ismmEuS), [f. L. esurient em. pr. 
pple. of esurire : see Esurient and -ence.] The 
state of being esurient ; hunger, appetite ; ‘ needi- 
ness and greediness ’. 

3825 Coleridge Lit. Rem. (1836' II. 338 Esurience . . the 
origin and interpretation of whose name is found in the 
Hebrew root signifying hunger, and thence capacity. 3851 
Carlyle Sterling 1. viii.11872) 53 A ray of empyrean light ; — 
but imbedded . . in such indolences and esuriences as had 
made strange work with it. 3889 S wtnburn e Study Ben 
Jomon 40 No pretext beyond the fact of esurience, .is sug- 
gested for the villainy of Subtle. 

Esurieucy (zsiuo-riensi). [f. as prec. + -ency.J 
The quality or state of being esurient ; fondness 
for eating. 

3839 L. Hunt Indicator No. 32 (1822) I, 91 His third era 
of esuriency takes place in the house of a Spanish gentler 
mani. 1833 New Monthly Mag. XXXVIII. 223 That were- 
as endless as Mr. Dan do’s infinite esuriency. 1886 W. S. 
Lilly Cha.pt. Europ. Hist, I. 30 The eye speaks of nothing 
but dull esuriency,. . . 


ESTTRXEHT. 


ETCHER. 


Esurient (zsiu*-rient), a. [ad. L. esurient-em, 
pr. pple. of esurire to be hungry, desiderative 
vb. f. os- ppl. stem of edere to eat.] 

: A. adj. 1 . Hungry : in early use chiefly fig. 
Now humorously pedantic in lit. sense, or (with 
reminiscence of Juvenal’s Grmculus esuriens ) in 
the sense * impecunious and greedy’. 

a 1672 Wood Life (1848) 107 He [A. Wood] might advance 
his esurient genie in antiquities, especially in those of the 
said universitie. 1691 — Aik. Oxoti. II. 867 He was as 
esurient after fame as Tom Coryate. 1790 J. Williams 
Shrove Tuesday (1794) 32 Esurient. Ruin shall be taught to 
spare Those altars congregated Virtues rear. 5833 Lamb 
Elia, Pop. Fallacies , To. sit esurient at his own table, and 
commend the flavour of his venison upon the absurd strength 
of his never touching it himself. 1837 Carlyle Fr. Rev. 1, 
iv. iv, He is an esurient, unprovided Advocate ; Danton by 
name. 1854 Badham Halieut . 476 Juvenal’s picture of an 
esurient Greek. 1858 Sat. Rev. VI. 559/2 The English 
Cabinet annually avails itself of the delightful facility thus 
afforded to esurient ichthyophagi. 1881 Spectator 15 Jan. 
81 Untrustworthy, esurient, broken attorneys, 

b. transfi 

1710 Puller Pharm. Extemp. (1730) 156 Calcin’d Harts- 
horn. .must needs, .leave its Pores empty and esurient. 

2 . catachr . Pertaining to appetite or the love of 
eating; gastronomic. 

1821 New Monthly Mag. I. 438 Esurient and bibulous 
reminiscences ooze from its surface. 1852 Blackw. Mag. 
LXXI 749 Let them, .extend the esurient knowledge of 
their race . . inculcate educational cookery. 

B. sb. A greedy person. 

1691 Wood Ath. Oxon. (1817) III. 965 An insatiable esu- 
rient after riches and what not. 

Hence EsirrientXy adv.. hungrily. 

1883 G. A.. MacDonnell Chess Life Piet. 106, I.. was 
waiting esuriently the appearance of the committee in order 
to commence our refection. 

+ Esurisie, a. and sb. Obs. Also 7 essurine. 
[ad. mod.L. esurin-us , app. irreg. f. Usuries 
hunger ; used by Paracelsus in the sense 1 pro- 
moting appetite with reference to medicaments 
of an acid nature ; subsequently (in pre-scientific 
chemistry) used as the distinjtive epithet of mineral 
acid salts, and sometimes interpreted as ‘ eating, 
corrosive ’.] 

A. adj. a. Promoting appetite ; also, inclined to 
eat ; (of the appetite) voracious, b. Having the 
nature of a mineral acid ; corrosive. Esurine salts : 
‘ such as are of a fretting or eating quality ’ (Bailey). 

[a 1541 Paracelsus Buck v. den Tartarischen Kranckk. 
(1589) 246 Nuhn ist Esurinum Acetosum ein Artzney die 
von ihrer Natur den Magen hungerig machet dass er 
begert zu essen vnessentliche Speiss, und aber was er begert 
das verzehrt er. a 1644 Van Helmont Paradoxa hi. § 10 
Wks. (1704' 650 Sal quoddam hermaphroditicum metallorum, 
quod defectu nominis esurinum sive acetosum re et nomine 
vocari coepit.] 1651 Biggs New Disp . 218 Digestible, esu- 
rine, and depascent ferment. 1652 French Vorksh. Spa 
vi. 55 By esurine salt I understand . . a certain acid vapour 
applicable to all Metals and Minerals. 1662 H. Stubbe Jnd, 
Nectar v ii. 156 Whatever will saturate that esurine [printed 
esurive] Humour upon the Stomach. 1669 W. Simpson 
Hydrol. Chym. 2 Every vitriol is made of an essurine salt. 
c 1676 Wiseman (J.), The air of Hampstead in which., 
there is always something esurine and acid. 1687 P. 
Mad an Tunbr. Waters in Harl. Misc. I. 591 If at dinner 
you have an esurine appetite, take care not to eat too 
much. 

t B. sb. Obs. A medicine which provokes appe- 
tite or causes hunger. 

1775 in Ash ; hence in mod. Diets, 
t Esxrriosi. Obs. [ad. L. esuribn-em in same 
sense, f. esurire : see Esueient.] A hungry fellow. 
1656 in Blount Glossogr. 1704 in Cocker. 1773 in Ash. 
t Esuri’tion. Obs. [f. L. esurire : see Esu- 
rient and -TION.] The state or condition of being 
hungry. 1678-96 in Phillips ; 177s in Ash. 

Et, ME. variant of At prep. 

Et, obs, form of Eat. 

-et, suffix , forming diminutives from sbs., repre- 
sents OF. -et masc., -ete (mod.F. -ette) fern., cor- 
resp. to Pr. -et, -eta, Sp. -ito, -ita (also -ete, - eta 
in adopted words'*, It. -etto, -etta Com. Romanic 
-itto, -itta, of unknown (? non-Latin) origin. In 
Eng. the suffix occurs chiefly in Fr. words adopted 
into ME., as basnet , bullet, crotchet, fillet, gullet, 
hatchet , mallet , pocket, pullet, sonnet, tablet , turret, 
etc.; most of these are now used without any 
consciousness of their original diminutive sense. 
The distinction in form between the masc. and 
fern, suffixes was not often observed even in ME. ; 
the spelling -ete however occasionally occurs for 
OF. -ete, as in polete Pullet ; in adoptions, from 
mod.F. in 16th and 17th c. -et represented Fr. 
-ette as well as -et (e.g. in facet, islet); in more 
recent adoptions the latter usually remains as 
-ette. The suffix has been little used as an Eng- 
lish formative, though words like riveret are found 
in 17th c. writers. Certain Fr, diminutives formed 
with -et on sbs. ending in -el (either diminutive or 
adjectival) have been adopted into Eng., and have 
given rise to the suffix -let, which has been largely 
employed to form diminutives in Eng. 
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Etacism (<? p tasiz’m). [f. Gr. 7?ra, eta, the name 
of the letter 77, after the analogy of Lambdacism 
(G r. Aa^BSaArtcr/ioy).] The f Erasmian ’ pronuncia- 
tion of the Greek letter rj as (e) or (J) as dis- 
tinguished from the ‘Reuchlinian’ or modem 
Greek pronunciation ( J). . Cf. Itacism. So XTtacist, 
one who practises or upholds etacism. 

7833 E. Robinson tr. Buttmann’s Gr. Gram. 23 note, 
The Erasmian [mode of pronunciation] is also called Eta- 
cism {€ like a in hate). 

II ^Itag^re (etzz&c). [Fr. itagere, f. Stage shelf, 
story.] A piece of furniture having a number of 
shelves or stages, one above another, for receiving 
articles of elegance or use. 

1858 Simmonds Diet. Trade , Etagere, a piece of cabinet 
furniture; a what-not, side-board, dumb-waiter or set of 
shelves. 1884 NewYork Herald 27 Get. 1/4 Etageres. 

22'tamine. Also 8 etamin. [a. Fr. etamine ; 

see Estamin.] 

t a. — Estamin (obs A b. (see quot. 1884.) 

1714 Fr. Bk. of Rates 378 Etamins fine. .Etamins common. 
1884 West. Daily Press 13 June 7/6 Etamine, a sort of em- 
broidered canvas, .likely to be worn at spas. x886 Pall 
Mall G. 3 June 8/1 A. .dainty ehemiset of cream dtamine. 

Etc., an abbreviation of Et cetelia. 

Et cetera, etcetera (et,se-tera). Also et 
csetera ; often abbreviated as etc., See. [a. L. et 
cetera \et and + cetera, often written ext era, the rest, 
neut. pi. of *ceterus the other).] 

1 . As phrase : And the rest, and so forth, and so 
on (cf. Gr. ndi ret Xonra, Ger. und so wetter), in- 
dicating that the statement refers not only to the 
things enumerated, but to others which may be 
inferred from analogy. Occasionally used when 
the conclusion of a quotation, a current formula 
of politeness, or the like, is omitted as being well 
known to the reader. 

A custom formerly common, but now nearly disused ex- 
cept in certain government offices, is to write ‘ &c., Sic. * in 
the addresses of letters, as a substitute for the titles of office 
or dignity affixed to the name of the person addressed. 

1418 E. E. W ills (1882) 37. Also a gowne ..in ward, &c. 
a 1450 Knt. de la Tour cxiii. 154 Not to foryete the coun- 
tesse moder unto the erle et cetera. 1532 More Confut. 
Tindale Wks. 612/1 The woordes of sayntPaule, It is impos- 
sible that they whiche haue once been illumined, &c. 1640 
in Rushw. Hist. Coll. III. 11. 1186 , 1 A. B. do swear, That 
I do approve the Doctrine and Discipline, .established in 
the Church of England .. nor will I ever give my Consent 
to alter the Government of this Church by Archbishops, 
Bishops, Deans, and Archdeacons, &c. 1745 J. Elton in 

Hanway Trav. {*7621 I. v. Ixvii. 306, 1 beg you will not lose 
one single thought upon me. I am, &c. 1860 A ll Y. Round 
No. 47. 497 In the name of the indigent classes themselves 
. .et cetera. Mod. I remain, Yours, etc. 

2 . As sb. Also pi. etceteras, a. The phrase 
as a name for itself. Also altrib., as , in Etcetera 
Oath, a form of oath which the convocation of 
1640 attempted to impose on the English clergy ; 
see quot. 1640 in 1. 

1597 Shaks. 2 Hen. IV, n. iv. 198 Come weeto full Points 
here, and are et cetera’s nothing. 1640 in Rushw. Hist. 
Coll. (1721) III. 11. 1206 This Clause is administer’d with an 
&c. which we conceive was never tendered in any Oath be- 
fore now. 1640 Ld. Digby Sf. 9 Nov. ibid. IV. ns. 31 Be- 
sides the bottomless Perjury of an Et caetera. 1640 Sir J. 
Culpeper ibid. IV. in. 33 Besides the Et caetera Oath. 
1656 Heylin Extr. Papulous 208, I thought our Author 
had been such an enemy to all etceteras , because of the 
mysterious import, .which they carry with them. x68x Ess. 
Peace <$• Truth Ck. (Fly Leaf', The Year 1640, when the Et 
csetera Oath was imposed. 1709 Addison Tatler No. 133 
T 7, I have by me an elaborate Treatise on the Aposiopesis 
call’d an Et csetera. ; 1761 Hume Hist. Eng. III. liii. 147 
An oath which contained an et ext era in the midst of it. 
1853 Brimley Ess. 24 Sept. 293 Even then, a comprehensive 
et caetera would be needed for supernumeraries. 

b. as substitute for a suppressed substantive, 
generally a coarse or indelicate one. 

159a Shaks. Rom. 4 Jul. n. i. 38 (Qq.V x6xx Cotgr. s. v. 
Bergamasque. 1643 Myst. Iniq. 43 It is concluded . , be- 
twixt the two Etcxtera’s , that a Cessation of Armes. .should 
bee agreed on. 

c. A number of unspecified things or (impro- 
perly) persons. 

1656 Cowley Misc., The Chron. x, A pretty Thomasine, 
And then another Katherine, And then a long Et ext era. 
1746 Brit. Mag. 331 A Gardner, and a long &c. of Heroes 
fell for our Sakes. 1824 Miss Ferrier inker, ix, Milton, 
Spenser, and a long et cetera of illustrious names. xS68 M. 
Pattison Acadetn. Org. ii. 37 The powers .. conferred on 
the Chancellors, including an etc. of consuetudinary privi- 
leges. Mod. Newspaper, There were present Messrs. A, 
B., C., &c. 

d. pi. only : Things usually included under the 
phrase etcetera', usual additions, extras, * sundries’. 

18x7 Keatinge Trav. I. 232 Various fanciful forms of 
puddings, forced meats, minced meats, and indescribable 
et-ceteras. 1838 Dickens Nich. Nick, xxvi, Fifty guineas 
a-year without the et-ceteras. x86a Gifts fy Graces v. 62 
The thousand little etceteras which had to be done the day 
before the move. 1884 Bazaar 22 Dec. 664/2 These et- 
ceteras, by the by, must be much in the children’s way. 

®f[ 3 . as vb. (cf. 2 b). 

X867 H. Kingsley Silcote of Sil. Ixi, I am etcetera’d if I 
stand it. ' ' 

Hence various whimsical nonce-words, as Bt- 
ceterarist, Etceteraize v., Etceteraly adv* 


2822 Blackw. Mag. XII, 56 To write critically, scientifi- 
cally. .etceteraly. 183s Fraser’s Mag. III. 67 He. .sowed 
his wild oats of cour-e— soberized— etceteraized. 1834-37 
Southey Doctor clxxvi. 11848) 462 The benevolent and 
erudite etceterarist of Dealings. 

Etch (etj), sb. [contracted form of Eddish.] 

1 . a. « Eddish 2 a; b. = Eddish 2 b. 

a. 1573 Tusser Husb. (1878) 85 Eat etch er ye plow, with 
hog, sheepeand cow, 1669 [see Eddish 2]. 

b. 2727 Bradley Pam. Diet. s. v ; Corn, Let the Dung 
be laid upon the Etch, and sow it with Barley. 1793 Scots 
Mag. LVII. 817/1 We observe wheat sowing after wheat, 
and likewise upon weak barley and oat etches. 2846 J. Bax- 
ter Libr. Pract, Agric . II. 209 Left foul after a crop of 
white grain . . the stubble or etch is shallow ploughed. 

2. attrib., as etch-crop (see quots.). 

1707 Mortimer Husb. ij.), When they sow their etch 
crops, they sprinkle a pound or two of clover on an acre. 
1727 Bradley Fam. Diet. s. v. Corn, The next Crop, which 
they call the Etch-crop, [they sow it] with Oats, Beans, Pease, 
Sic. 1806-7 A. Young Agric. Essex (1813) I. 206 Every 
where you hear a condemnation of all etch or after crops, 
such as clover, pease, beans, tares, or oat. 

+ Etch, v. L Obs. or dial. [f. prec. sb.] intr. 
To sow an after-crop. Hence Etching vbl. sb. 

1806-7 Foung Agric. of Essex (1813) I. 210 Crops and 
fallow is better than etching. 

Etch, (etj), vA [a. Du. etsen, a. Ger. dtzen 'to 
etch MHG. etzen, aizen :—QB.G. ezjan, azjan to 
cause to eat or to be eaten = Goth *atjan (in fra- 
atjan to distribute for food) OTeut. *atjan, causa- 
tive of *etan to Eat.] 

1 . trans. To engrave (metals, sometimes glass, 
stone) by ‘eating away’ the surface with acids 
or other corrosives ; chiefly, to engrave by this 
process (a copper or other metal plate) for the 
purpose of printing from it. lienee, to produce 
(figures), copy or reproduce (pictures, drawings, 
etc.), represent or portray ( subjects) by this method. 

In etching plates to be printed from, the metal is covered with 
a protective varnish called the ground, and the lines of the 
design are drawn through this substance with an ‘ etching- 
needle’ ; the acid is then poured over the ground, and acts 
on the plate only where its surface has been exposed by the 
needle. The vb. is also used of the production of designs 
on polished metal, e sp. steel, by means of adds, the designs 
‘etched’ appearing dead or clouded; also of the similar 
ornamentation of glass, the agent in this case being fluorine. 

1634 J. B[ate] Myst. Nat. 140 Thereupon must be pounced, 
drawne, or traced, the thing that you are to etch. 1662 
Evelyn Chalcogr . 72 The incomparable Landskips set forth 
by Paul Brill (some of which have been Etched in Aqua 
fortis by Nieulant). a 1691 Boyle Wks . (1772) III. 459, I 
have very seldom seen lovelier cuts, .than I have seen made 
on plates etched, some by a French and others by an Eng- 
lish artificer. 1781 W. Gilpin in Mrs. Delany's Corr. Ser. 
n. III. 38 A nephew of mine., thinks he has skill enough in 
his art to etch the drawings in aqua tinta. 1799 G. Smith 
Laborat. I. 231 To etch ioo or more Knife-blades at once. 
1854 J. Scoffern in OrPs Circ. Sc. Chem. 370 The piece 
of glass to be etched. 1857 M rs. J ameson Sacr. <§• Leg. A rt 
(ed. 3)Pref., All the Illustrations, which were formerly etched 
on copper, have been newly etched on steel, 
b. transf. and fig. 

1768 Sterne Sent. Journ., Captive , With a rusty nail he 
was etching [upon a stick] another day of misery. 1831 
Longf. Gold. Leg. 1. Crt.-yard of Castle, The swift and 
mantling river . . Etched with the shadows of its sombre 
margent. 1863 Hawthorne Old Home, Lend. Suburb 
(1879) 244 Hours of Sabbath quietude, with a calm variety 
of incident softly etched upon their tranquil lapse, 1870 
Lowell Study Wind. 54 The shadows, .of the bare boughs 
etched with a touch beyond Rembrandt. 

2 . absol. and intr. To practise the art of etching. 

1634 J. B[ate] Myst. Nat. 134 'It is impossible for 

one ever to Grave or Etch well except he can draw well 
with the pen. Ibid. 140 The Plate you are to etch upon. . 
[must be], .ouerlaid . , with a ground made for the purpose, 
1662 W. Faithornk (title). The Art of Graving and etching, 
1768 W. Gilpin Ess. on Prints 150 Swanevelt ... etched m 
the manner of Waterlo.^ 1807 T. Thomson Chem. (ed. 3) 
II. 199 The property which this acid has of corroding glass, 
has induced several ingenious men to attempt, by means of 
it, to . , etch upon glass. 1834 J. Scoffern in Orr's Circ. 
Sc. Chem. 370 The operation of etching upon glass. 

3 . To corrode. To etch out : to eat out (by an 
acid, etc.).' / 

1664 Power Exp. Philos, n. 90 The cylinder of Quick- 
silver will seem cragged and itch'd [in Errata etch’d], and 
never purely smooth and polished. 1875 Sir J. W. Dawson 
Life's Dawn 101 By acting on the surface with a dilute 
acid we etch out the calcareous part. 

4 . Comb., etch-water, tfie acid used in etching. 

S 99 G. Smith Laborat. I. 230 To prepare the etch-water. 

ence Etched (etjt), ppl. a. 

, i8 47 (title). Sixty Etched. Reminiscences of the Models in 
the University Galleries, Oxford, by Sir F. Chantrey. 2877 
Kate Thompson Handbk. Picture Gall., His etched works, 
which are so numerous and well-known. 

J-Etch, [? var. of Edge tl 1 ] = Edge v* 6 . 

x 6 gx Ray Creation u, (1701) 245 Without shifting of sides 
or at least etching this way and that way more or less. 

Etch, vf var. of Eche v. Obs. To etch out , to 
eke out. See Eke v. 3. 

1682 D'Urfey Bulled s Ghost 73 And none like him had 
e’re the skill To etch and lengthen out a Bill, c 1698 Locke 
Cond. Underst . (18x3) § 29 Terms . . found in some learned 
writers, to which they had recourse to etch out their systems. 

Etcher (e*tfai). [f. Etch vA + -er 1 .] One who 
etches. 

X 66 z EvelyM Chalcogr. 56 Giovanni Maggi was an ex- 
cellent Painter and Etcher. 17x3 Guardian No. 1 T 1 


ETCHING, 


ETEEHALITY, 


Engravers, artists by way of mezzo-tinto, etchers, and the 
like. 1851 Ruskin -Stones Veu. I. Pref. 10 A carefully 
penned outline for the etcher. x86z Thornbury Turner I. 
245 Vivares, a Frenchman .. a beautiful etcher of trees .. 
was bom 1709. 1870 11 lust. Land . . News 29 Oct. 446 The 
Queen . . is an accomplished etcher. 

EtcM&g (e-tjnj ), vbl. sb. [f. as prec. + -ingU] 

1 . Tiie action of the vb. Etch ; the art of the 
etcher. 

1634 J. B[ate] Myst. Nat, 140 Etching is an imitation of 
Engraving, but more speedily performed. *1691 Boyle 
IVks U772) III. 459 The art of etching, whereby copper and 
silver plates may be enriched with figures. 1763 Hume 
Hist . Eng. ixxi. § 27 Prince Rupert . . was the inventor of 
etching. 1845J. Eye Patron. Brit, Art ii. 50 Etching is 
not my profession. 

2 . cortcr. A copy or representation produced by 
the process of etching; an impression from an 
etched plate. 

1762-71 H. Walpole Verities Anecd. Paint. {1786} I. 244 
His etchings for Aesop’s fables and view of Bruges were 
much esteemed. 1783 Cowper Lett. Wks. (1876) 127, I 
have an etching of the late Chancellor hanging over the 
parlour chimney, i860 C. Sangster Sonn. i6t These leaves 
are merely etchings of the artist. 

to. transf 

1765 Sterne Tr. Shandy vh. xxxii, Kever is my imagin- 
ation so busy as in framing his responses from the etchings 
of his countenance. 

3 . attrib., as etching-chib, -needle, -printing, 
•varnish, -wax ; etching-ground, the composition 
with which the metal plate, etc. is covered pre- 
paratory to etching. 

c 1 790 Imison Sch. A rt 11. 51 Take a copper plate prepared 
as before .. lay the etching ground upon it, and etch the 
outlines of your design. _ 1821 Craig Lect. Drawing yii. 
374 The use of. such a cushion has . . been generally laid aside, 
since the etching-needle has been employed. x86o Piesse 
Lab. Chem. Wonders 162 Etching varnish is made of virgin 
wax and asphaltum. 1875 Ure Diet. Arts II. 298 One 
process. of engraving on glass is carried out by covering the 
glass with an etching wax, etc. 1878 Hamerton Engraving 
m Encycl. Brit. VIII. 444/2 Etching clubs., or associations of 
artists for the publication of original etchings. 1883 Book- 
seller ^ s Mar. 31 1 Etching Printing has recently received 
especial care and attention. 

Etchist (e’tfist). [f. as prec. + -ist.] A jocular 
synonym for Etcher. 

x833 Punch 16 June 282/2 James the First, Etchist, is no 
longer President of the R. S. B. A. 

Bte, obs. form of Eat. 

Eteliclie, var. Ateliciie adv. Obs., grievously, 
cruelly. 

c 1175 Lamb . Horn. 123 He hit forgulte eteliche fia ]>e he 
tuhte and spuhte J>et folc to cristes cwale. 

t E’ten 9 e*ttin. Obs. Forms: 1 eoten, eten, 

3 eatand(e, -ante, eotand, -end, -ind, 3eten, 

4 eten(o, -in, yhoten, 4-5 etayn(e, 6 Sc. eitin, 
etin, eyttyn, 7 ettin. [OE. eoten, eten = ON. 
igtunn {Sw.jdtte, Da .jette) OTeut. *ituno-zl\ A 
giant 

CX205 Lay. 1801 Heo funden i Von londe twenti eotandes 
[r 1275 eatantes] stronge, Ibid. 17273 Hit hatte here Eotinde 
King. cxz$a Gen. Ex. 545 Of hem woren 3e 3etenes 
home, Misti men, and fhjti. a 1300 E. E. Psalter x Am. 6[xix. 
5] He gladed als yhoten to renne his wai. c 1323 Leg. Rood 
(1871) 118 Quen dauid fajt againe fiat etin has he no3t his 
staf for-3etin. c 1340 Gaw. <$■ Gr. Knt. 723 He werrez 
Bobe wyth bullez & berez, & borez o]>er-quyle, & etaynez. 
0x380 Wyclif Serin. Sel. Wks. II. 1x1 No man is an etene 
to fede him (?us bodili of Crist, c 1440 MS. Lincoln A. x. 
17. f. 128 (Halliw.) Fy, he said, thou fouie 1 thou etayne 1 
Alle my knyghtes thou garte be slayne. 1528 Lyndesay 
Dream £p. to King 45 Off the reid Etin [v. r. Eitin] and 
the gyir carlyng. 1549 Covtpl. Scot. 63 The taiyl of the 
reyde eythyn vitht the thre heydis. 1611 Beaum. & Fl. 
Kni, Burning Pestle 1. ii, They say the King of Portugal 
cannot sit at his meate but the Giants and the Ettins will 
come and snatch it from him. 

+ E tenisth, Obs. Forms : 1 eoten-, etonisc, 
3 jeteniss. [f. Eten + -isc, -ish,] Gigantic. 

axooo Beowulf j He..xeseah on searwum si^e eadh; 
bil eald sweord eotenisc. Ibid. 2616 And his ma^urn atbaer 
brun fagne helm hringde byrnan eald sweord etonisc. c 1250 
Gen. <$• Ex. 3715 Jetenisse men ben in ebron. 

t Eteo'stic, etecrstichon. Obs. rare. [f. 
Gr. irto-s, gen. of bos year ■+• orrix-os row.] *= 
Chronogram. 

a 1637 B. Jonson Execr. Vulcan 36 Had I . . pump'd for 
those hard trifles, Anagrams, Or Eteostics. x88z J. Hilton 
Chronograms 378 A book . . contains this eteostichon, said 
to be the cemetery of St. Severin (Paris]. 

+ Ete rminable, cl. Obs. rare- 1 . Also eter- 
mynable. [f. E- pref* (here = In-) + Termin- 
able.] That cannot be terminated; without ter- 
mination or end ; eternal. 

a 1328 Skelton Death Earl Northumbld. 199 Bring unto 
thy joye eterminable The souli of this lorde. 1847-78 Hal- 
liwell, Etemtynable , interminable. 

t Ete’rnable, aete rnable, a. Obs~° [ad. 
L. setemdbilis, f. mterndre to make perpetual, 
f. mternus : see Eterne.] Capable of being made 
eternal or everlasting. 

1730-6 Bailey (folio 1 , AEtemable. So 1773 in Ash, 

Sternal (ftoMnal), a. and sb. Forms : 4 eter- 
nal©, -eel, (5 eternaile *SV.), 5-7 eternall(e, 6 
aeternall, 4- eternal, [a, OF. eternal , -el (mod. 
F. eternel) = Pr. and Sp. eternal. It. eternals, ad. 
late L. seternalis, f. setern-u$\ see Eterne and -al. 
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In philosophical and theological uses the word is the 
representative of Gr. aiuirtos, f. alJjv age, /Eon.J 

A, adj. 

1. Infinite in past and future duration ; without 
beginning or end ; that always has existed and 
always will exist: esp. of the Divine Being. 

c 1470 Henry Wallace u. x8o Eternaile God, quhy suld I 
thus wayis de. 1524 Abbot Malvern m R. Clone. 1 1724) 
584 The Eternal! King . . shall reward everychoue, Which 
. .this wretched world doth despise. 2526 Pilgr. Per/. (W. 
deW. 1531)2 b, We shall se the father of heuen and., his 
eternall sone our lord Jesu chryst. x6xx Bible Dent. 
xxxiii. 27 The eternall God is thy refuge, and vnderneath 
are the euerlasting armes. 1667 Milton P. L . 1. 23 That to 
the highth of this great Argument I may assert th' Eternal 
Providence, a X729 Clarke Ser/tt. I. iv. (R.)» The eternal, 
supreme cause, has. .a perfect, .comprehension of all things. 
a x8oo Blair Sertu. III. xix. (R. 1 , The ancient philosophers 
..maintained the eternal existence of matter. 1847 Emerson 
Repr. Mat , Goethe Wks. (Bohn) I. 392 The old Eternal 
Genius who built the world. 

b. By those who hold that time, i.e. the rela- 
tion of succession, pertains merely to things as 
viewed by finite intelligence, and not to absolute 
reality, the word as used of God or His actions 
is interpreted in the sense : Not conditioned by 
time ; not subject to time relations. 

Phrases in which the word has properly this_sen.se are, 
however, often used in religious language without any 
definite recognition of the metaphysical theory which they 
imply, being taken as figurative expressions of the divine 
omniscience. 

1631 Hobbes Leviath. 20 Names that signifie nothing 
. .as. .eternal- — Now, and the like canting of Schoolemen. 
1793 T. Taylor Sallust xiii. 64 note, The eternal Ho old> tov) 
says Olympiodorus, is a total now, exempt from the past 
and future circulations of time, and totally subsisting in a 
present abiding now ; but the perpetual (to aiSt op) subsists 
indeed always, but is beheld in the three parts of time, past, 
present, and future, a 1834 Coleridge, This eternal (i. e. 
timeless' act [the sacrifice of Christ] He manifested in time. 
1875 Jowett Plato ted. 2) III. 620 The past and future are 
created species of time, which we unconsciously but wrongly 
transfer to the eternal essence ; for we_ say indeed that he 
was, he is, he will be, but the truth is that * he is ' alone 
truly expresses him. 

2. Infinite in past duration ; that lias always 
existed. 

1690 Locke Hum. Underst. tv. x. § 10 I f we suppose bare 
matter without motion, eternal ; motion can never begin to 
be. 1707 Curios, in Hnsb. # Gard. 245 Asserting the 
World to be Eternal, in Contradiction to the express Texts 
of the Holy Scripture. 

3. Infinite in future duration ; that always will 
exist ; everlasting, endless. 

c 1386 Chaucer Sec. Nutts T. 34 Thy maydens deeth, 
that wan thurgh hire merite The eterneel lyf. 1526 Tindale 
2 Cor. iv. 18 For thinges which are sene, are temporall : but 
thynges whiche are not sene, are eternall. 1332 Abk 
Hamilton Catech. 1x884) 3 All levand in ane hoip of the 
eternal glore. 1579 Spenser Skeph. Cal. Dec. 90 The 
power of herbs , which be wont to work eternall sleep. 
1660 Jer. Taylor Worthy Conimun. 1. iv. 74 Christ was . . 
admitted to the celestial and eternall priesthood in heaven. 
1732 Hume Pol. Disc. x. 155 There is very little ground, .to 
conclude the universe eternal or incorruptible. 1827 Pollok 
Course T. x, To the evil. , Eternal recompense of shame and 
woe. 1834 J. H. Newman Par. Serm, 11839) I. ii. 18 Judg- 
ment upon the eternal soul. 1850 Mrs. Stowe Uncle Tom' s 
C. xl, An eternal, inexorable lapse of moments is ever hurry- 
ing the day of the evil to an eternal night, and the night of 
the just to an eternal day. 

% The New Testament expressions eternal life , 
death, punishment, etc. are here referred to sense 3 , 
this being the sense in which the adj. in such 
contexts is ordinarily taken. Other meanings 
have, however, been assigned to it: (a) Some 
theologians interpret it in the etymological sense, 
which is also that of Gr. alconos , ■* lasting for an 
age or ages * ; [h ) others regard the adj. as ex- 
pressive of a notion of quality in the conditions 
which it designates, either in addition to, or in- 
stead of, the notion of endless duration (cf. 1 b). 

1833 Maurice Thcol. Essays (ed. 2) 451 Knowledge con- 
stitutes Eternal Life, and., the loss of it is Eternal "Death. 
x88a Farrar Early Chr. II. 366 The word eternal, far 
from being a mere equivalent for ‘ everlasting never means 
* everlasting ' at all, except by reflexion from the substantives 
to which it is joined. 1885 T. C. Finlayson Biol. Relig. 87 
A human soul might be immortal. .and yet might never 
have what is distinctively called ‘eternal life' — the true 
spiritual life of fellowship with God. 

to. transf Pertaining to eternal things ; having 
eternal consequences. 

X605 Shaks. Ham. l v. 21 This eternall blason must not 
be To eares of flesh and bloud. 1732 Law Serious C. iii. 
(ed. 2) 44 He has liv'd without any reflection.. in things of 
such eternal moment. 

4. rhetorically , Said of things to which endless 
continuance is ascribed hyper bolically or in rela- 
tive sense. Eternal city (L. urbs aetema \ : a de- 
signation of Rome, occurring in Ovid and Tibullus, 
and frequent in the official documents of the 
Empire. 

c 1460 Fortescue Als. 4 Lim . Mon. (1714) 84 Their Re- 
nowne wol be eternal. 155s Eden Decades IV. Ind. lArb.) 
49 An eternal testimonie of absolute glory. 1609 Holland 
Amm. Marcel, xxu. ix. 202 A certain region or quarter of 
that eternall citie [ urbis aetemae j Rome. 1697 Dryden 
Virg. Past. x. 71 To . . climb the frozen Alps, and tread th' 
eternal Snow. 1789 Wolcott (P. Pindar) Subjects /or 


Painters, Song to Delia, O nymph, th' eternal tear shall 
flow *, The sign unceasing breathe of thee. X792 Burke I'res, 
State Affairs Wks. VII. 106 These accounts, .tend to make 
an eternal rupture between the powers. 1793 Trial T. 
Muir atEdinb./or Sedit. 33 The Lord Advocate . . declared 
that his imprisonment would be eternal. 1823 Lamb Elia 
Ser. 1. xiii. 1 1865) 106 Delightful eternal commonplaces, 
which * having been will always be 1844 Mem. Baby- 
lonian F’cesi II. 301 Hours . . passed in the bosom of the 
eternal mountains. 1850 Alison H ist. Europe IX. lvii. 5 
Stupendous mountains, whose summits. . wrapped in eternal 
snow, almost overhang the lake. X876 Freeman Norm. 
Conq. V. xxiv. 390 At no moment.. has the Parliament 
ever given up its eternal right to regulate the royal succes- 
sion at its will. 1887 Stevenson Underwoods i. xxxv. 69 
Eternal granite hewn from the living isle. 

to. Familiarly, implying weariness or disgust: 
That seems to be going on for ever ; perpetual, 
incessant, always recurring. 

X787 T. Jefferson Writ. (1859) U* 164 My answers to the 
eternal applications I receive. 1825 Cobbett Rur. Rides 
(18351 I. 374 Respecting whose proceedings we read eternal 
columns in the broad-sheet. 1837 Thackera.y Ravenmnng 
i, Mrs. C. was sipping her eternal tea. 1884 Dunckley in 
Mane h . Exant. 26 May 6/2 Perhaps more serious reading 
would then dethrone the eternal novel. 3 

e. nonce-use. Having an * eternal’ resolve. 
x6o6 Shaks. Tr. <$• Cr. v. ii. 166 Never did young man 
fancy With so eternal and so fix'd a soul. 

5 . Of truths, principles, divine or natural laws, 
etc.: Valid through all eternity, immutable, un- 
alterable. 

[1604 Hooker EccL Pol. j. § 2 The law wherby he [GodJ 
workelh is eternall, and therfore can have no shew or colour 
of mutabilitie.j a x688 Cudworth (title) A Treatise con- 
cerning Eternal and Immutable Morality, a 1700 Dryden 
(J. , Hobbes believed the eternal truths which he opposed. 
1791 Burke Let. to Memb. Nat. Assembly Wks. VI. 64 It is 
ordained in the eternal constitution of things, that men 
[etc.]. 1847 Emerson Repr. Men, Napoleon Wks. (Bohn) 

I. 381 It was the nature of things, the eternal law of man., 
which baulked and ruined him. 1853 Brimley Ess. , Tenny- 
son 82 To exhibit some of the eternal elements of tragedy 
still in operation among us. 

6. Eternal j lower, a name for the Xeraniheimim ; 
also called ‘everlasting’. 

1794 Martyn Rousseau’s Bot, xxvt. 388 Eternal Flower 
has an imbricate calyx with the inner scales membranaceous. 

7 . 4 Used to express extreme abhorrence ’ (Schmidt). 
Now vulgar or dial. 

x6ox Shaks. Jul. C. i. ii. x6o There was a Brutus once, 
that would haue brook’d Th’ eternall Diuell to keepe his 
State in Rome._ 1604 — Oth. iv. ii. 130, I will be hang'd, if 
some eternall Villaine Haue not deuis'd this Slander, a 1825 
Forby Voc. Ii. Anglia, Eternal, infernal, damned. . ‘ Oh, he 
is an eternal rogue ' ! 

8. quas i-adv. 

1611 Shaks. Wint. T. 1. ii. 64 We were.. Two Lads, that 
thought there was no more behind, But. .to be Boy eternall. 
16x4 Rowlands Fooles Bolt 36 Such sable colours should be 
worne, for them that do eternall mourne. 1671 Milton 
P. R. iv. 391 What kingdom, Real or allegorc, I discern 
not; Nor when: eternal sure — as without end, Without 
beginning. 

33 . quasi-j/>. and sb. 

1 . The Eternal : God, the Deity. Cf. Fr. 
V Eternel (transf. Heb. mrr Jehovah). 

1582 North tr. Gneuara's Diall Princes 189 The eternall 
[ed. 1557 eternal creator] created this world in short space. 
1591 Shaks. Two Gent. v. iv. 81 By Penitence th' Eternalls 
wrath’s appeas’d. 1394 Hooker Eccl, Pol. 1. i. (i6ix)3The 
laws whereby the Eternall himselfe doth worke. 1667 
Milton P. L. ii. 46 His trust was with th’ Eternal to be 
deem'd Equal in strength. 1724 T. Richers Royal Geneal. 
Spain 200 Having been summon'd to appear before the 
Tribunal of the Eternal. 

1 2 . * Eternity. Chiefly in phrase from eternal 
= L. ab seterno. Obs. 

1622 S. Ward Li/e 0/ Faith in Death (162 7) 29, I was 
from eternall a sheepe destined to the slaughter. 1633 W. 
Struther True Happiness 65 Albeit we be in God from, 
eternall. 1742 Young Nt. Th. in. 34 Eternal is at Hand, To 
swallow Time's Ambitions. 

3. pi. Eternal things. 

1649 Roberts Clavis Bibl. 391 These temporals, spirituals, 
and eternals, .must be prudently distinguished. X652GAULE 
Magastrom. 154 Angells . . administrmg not only in tem- 
poralis and in spiritualls, but likewise to eternalls. 1742 
Young Nt. Th. 11. 340 All God-like Passion for Eternals 
quench'd ; All Relish, of Realities expir’d. 1840 De Quincey 
Essenes Wks. X. 265 A body of men so truly spiritual in the 
eternals of their creed, whatever might be the temporals of 
their practice. 1883 J. Martineau Ethical Th. 1.6 A certain 
stock of eternals transmigrates through various forms. 

Ete;rnalism. rare. [f. prec. + -ism] The 
condition of being eternal ; an eternal character 
or nature. 

1889 Boyd Carpenter Bampton Led. Pref. xvii, Religion 
gives a sort of Eternalism to Righteousness, 
f Ete*rnalist, Obs. rare . [f. as prec. + -tst,] 
One who believes in the eternal duration of the 
world. 

X684T. Burnet Th. Earth hi. 23 Porphyry, .had the same 
principles with these mternalists in the text, .and thought 
the world never had, nor ever would undergo any change. 
Ibid. in. 42 Those eternalists that denyed the doctrine of the 
change and revolutions of the natural world. X72X-1800 in 
Bailey. 1828 in Webster ; and in mod. Diets. 

f EtemaTity. Obs. [f. as prec. + -ity.] The 
condition or quality of being eternal ; etemalness. 

a 1400 Cent. Myst. 288 O ! fili Altissimi ! clepyd by eter- 
nalyte ! _ 1332 More Con/nt. Tindale Wks. 438/1 Christes 
satisfaccion also for theternalitie of the payne, and full 
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restitucion to Goddes fauoure. 1548 Udall, etc. Erasm . 
Par. John viii. 66 , 1 am that I am : sygnifiyng an etemalitie, 
and a nature that cannot chaunge. 

Eternalise (Asuualaiz). v. [f. as prec. + -ize.] 
X. trans. To render eternal in duration or character. 

1847 A. J. Davis in Fraser's Mag, XXXVII. 134 It con- 
tains truth eternalised. 1850 R, Montgomery God A- Man 
314 If the body of Jesus is thus substantially eternalised so 
will the bodies of the righteous be. 1890 J. Martineau 
Seat Authority in Relig, iv. iii. 507 His personal manifesta- 
tion of what God is and loves and eternalizes. 

b. hyperbolically. To prolong indefinitely, per- 
petuate. 

1808 A tin, Reg. 1806, 717 The second form of negotiation 
would eternalize the war. 1855 M. Arnold Consolation 
63 The hour, whose happy Unalloy’d moments I would 
eternalize. 1859 Gen. P. Thompson Audi Alt . II. c. 02 
The grandest move . . ever made towards eternalizing the 
supremacy of money at elections. 

+ 2. To make eternally famous ; to immortalize. 

x6zo Shelton Quix. 11. xliv, And so with his burnt ashes 
..Don Quixotes valour is eternalized. 1663 Rollock in 
Mrq. Worcester's Water -Comm. Engine 9 This [the 
Water-Engine] alone were enough to eternalize his Name to 
all Ages. 1702 C. Mather Magn. Chr. iv. iv. {1852) 112 
The deaths of the heroes whose lives they have eternalized. 
1822 T. Mitchell Aristoph. I. 112 The gratitude of the 
Athenians, .eternalized the circumstance in songs. 

Hence EteTnalized ppl. a. 

1830 Fraser's Mag, II. 267 We. .have thus, in an article, 
placed some of the unfortunate gentleman’s productions in 
an eternalized form. 1884 Congregational Year-bk. 78 It 
is but His eternalized action. 

Eternally (ztsunali), adv. [f. as prec. + -LY 2 .] 
In an eternal manner. 

1. Chiefly with reference to God: ‘From ever- 
lasting and to everlasting \ 

a 1385 Chaucer L, G. W. 2226 Philomene , Thow..that 
hast wrought This fayre world, & bar it In thyn thought 
Eternaly [z/.n eternally] er thow thyn werk beganne. 1594 
Hooker Eccl, Pol, 1. xvi, The lawe which God withhimselfe 
hath eternally set downe. 1677 Hale Prim, Grig. Man. 
1. iii. 86 If it were eternally altered, or eternally corrupted, 
then it was eternally, and eternally was not ; it was eternally 
without alteration, and eternally altered. 1839 Bailey 
Festus (1852) 344 What comes before and after~the great 
world . . God alone knows eternally. 

2. Without end ; for ever ; throughout eternity. 

c 3393 Chaucer Scogan 2 To-brokene ben }?e statutis in 

heuene pat creat were eternally [v.r. eternaly] to dure. 
c 1430 Syr. Gener. {Roxb.) ad fin,, To heven blis f'orto wende 
Eternallie there to be. 1549 AA Com. Prayer , Burial 0/ 
Dead , Whosoeuer liueth, and beleueth in hym, shal not dye 
eternal lye. 1595 W. C. Clarke in Shahs. C. Praise 15 

Bartasse, eternally praise worthie for his weeks worke. 1634 
Earl Orrery Parthenissa (1676) 575 Then the survivor, 
fetching two or three groans over his dead enemy, fell down 
eternally by his side. 1746-7 Hervky Medit. (18x8) 76 
Would, they not bless the grave, .and wish to lie eternally 
hid in its deepest gloom ? 

b. hyperbolically . 

1664 Sir C. Lyttelton in Hatton Corr. (1878) 43 Y r3 , 
eturnally. 

3. With perpetual recurrence ; continually, con- 
stantly, incessantly. 

1670 Cotton Espernon Pref., The Duke himself being so 
eternally upon the Scene of Action, that we shall seldom 
find him retir’d. 171a Arbuthnot John Bulhsjss) 31 The 
other was eternally drunk. 1793 Smeaton Edystone L. 
§ 246, 1 found it eternally rung in my ears from all quarters. 
1884 F. M. Crawford Rom. Singerl. 14 Nor is he eternally 
pulling a pair of monstrous white cuffs over his hands. 

4. Immutably, unalterably. 

a 1716 South (J.\ That which is morally good, .must be 
also, eternally and unchangeably so. 1878 Hopps Princ. 
Relig. viii. 26 There is such a thing as the eternally right 
and the unchangeably good. 

Eternalness (/t5-jnalnes). [f. as prec. + 
-NESS.] The state or condition of being eternal. 

1730-6 Bailey (folio', Eternalness , the being eternal. 186a 
F. Hall H indn Philos . Syst. 65 The texts of scripture 
declaratory of the eternalness of the Vedas. . 1885 G. 
Meredith Diana Crossw. III. x. 197 Her still-flushed 
senses protested on behalf of the eternalness of the passion. 

Eterne (*t§*in), a. Obs. exc. arch, {poet.) Also 
6 9 etern, 7-9 8 etern(e, [a. OF. eterne , ad. L. 
setern-us, for seviternus , f. aevum age.] 

1. - Eternal a. 

c 1366 Chaucer A. B.C. 56. To stink eterne he wol mygost 
exyle. c 1374 — Boeth. v. vi. 171 pe comune iugement of 
alle creatures resonables than is bis \>at god is eterne. 1413 
Lydg. Pilgr. Sowle v. ix. (1483) 100 By the kynge eterne the 
raunson fully shalle be payd for man. 1423 J as. I. KingisQ. 
cvii, The effectis of my hemes schene Has thaire aspectis 
by ordynance eterne. £‘1470 Harding Chron. cxv. xi, 
Saynt Edmonde. .dyed, and made his fare To blysse eterne. 
*534 Ld. Berners Gold. Bk. M. Aurel. (1546) K vij b, 
Other thynges I fynd in the saied annales worthie of etern 
memorie. 1605 Shaks. Macb. m. ii. 38 Banquo and his 
Fleans iiues. But in them. Natures Coppie’s not eterne. 
1647 H. More Song of Soul 1. 11. Iii, Straight he to higher 
pearch, like bird in cage, Did skip, and sang of etern 
Destiny. 3683 E. Hooker Pref. Pordage's Mystic Div. 101 
An iEtem Beeing of Beeings. 1773 J. Ross Fratricide 
(MS.) vi. 281 On him shall fall Retaliation sevenfold and 
eterne. 1820 Keats Hyperion 1. 117 Open thine eyes 
eterne. 1856 Mrs. Browning Aur. Leigh iii. 754 An in- 
dividualism of the Infinite, Eterne, intense, profuse. 1877 
M. Arnold Balder Dead 89 The prophetesses, who by rite 
eterne On Frea’s hearth feed high the sacred fire. 

2. absol. + a. In phrase fro eterne (— L ,ab enter no), 
from eternity (obs.). b. The eterne : that which 
is eternal, e. The Eterne : the Eternal, God. 


c *374 Chaucer Boeth. v. ii. 153 pe deuyne purueaunce . . 
pat alle ^inges byholdep and seep fro eterne. 14.. 
Circumds. in Tundale's Vis. (1843) 91 The name of names 
sacryd from eterne. 16x3 W. Browne Brit. Past. 1. iv, O 
thou Eterne ! by whom all beings move. 1839-48 Bailey 
Festus Proem t ed. 3 p. vi. And in the vast conditions of the 
eterne The possible, the probable. 

1 3. quasi-#*/#. Obs. 

c 1590 Howers Blessed Virg. 97, I verily think and beleeve 
surely, That my Redeemer is eterne on live. 

t Ete*rsie, V. Obs. rare. [f. Eterne a.] 
trans. To make eternal ; to eternize. 

1598 Sylvester Du Bartas n. ii. ii. Bab iion, Whose happy 
Labours haue 3^011 r laudes eterned. 1606 Ibid. 11. iv. (. 
Trophies, O Verse right- worthy to bee ay eterned 1 — 

Whs. < 1621 ) 1118 Your name already is eterned In Memory’s 
fair Temple. 

i Ete*rnify, v. Obs . [f. Eterne + -(i)fy.] 

trans. To make eternal. Hence the pa. pple. is 
used to translate Gr. aix0p6<nos. 

x6xo Mirr. Mag., Winter’s Nts. Vis. Induct., True Fame 
. .by her power eternities the name. 16x5 Chapman Odyss. 
1. 162 Her wing’d shoes. . Formed all of gold, and all eterni- 
fied. x8x8 in Todd ; and in mod. Diets. 

+ EbeTnisb, v. Obs . Also 6 pa. pple. eternest. 
[f. Eterne a ., or ad. F. etemiser: see -ish.] 
trans. a. To make eternal or perpetual, b. To 
make eternally famous, to immortalize. 

1379 Ettphues Arb.) 126 If this order had not bene in 
our predecessors . . they had neuer bene eternished [ed. 1636 
eternized] for wise men. 1589 Greene Menaphotn Axb.) 56 
The angrie heauens . . haue eternisht thy exile. 1594 First Ft. 
Contention ( 1843) 72 Shall be eternest in all age to come. 1594 
Marlowe Dido 1, A princess-priest.. Shall yield to dignity 
a double birth, Who will etemish Troy in their at- 
tempts. 

t EternitaTian, sb. Obs . [f. as next: cf. 
trinitarian.'] A believer in the eternity (of the 
soul). Implied in anti-etsrnitarian, one who 
opposes this doctrine. 

1746 Eliza Heywood Female Spectator C1748) IV. 221 
Whether you read the works of these anti-eternitarians, or 
hear their discourse on that subject, etc. 

Ete’mitize, v. nonce-wd. [f. Eternit-y + ize.] 
= Eternalize. 

a 17x3 Ellwood Elegy in Autobiog. 208 Eternitiz’d be 
that right worthy Name. 

Eternity (/toumti). Forms: 4 eternite, 4-5 
-yt3(e, 6 -itie, 6-7 seternitie, -y, 6 - eternity. 
[ME, eternite , a. Fr. eternitS , ad. L. setemitdt-em , 
f. wternus : see Eterne. Cf. Pr. eternitat , Sp. 
eternidad. It. e ter nit a.] 

1. The quality, condition, or fact of being eternal 
(see the adj.) ; etemalness ; eternal existence. 

c 1374 Chaucer Boeth. v. vi. 171 God is eterne. .lat vs con- 
sidere t?an what is eternite. 14 . . Inholders in J r ork Plays 
515 Euer withoutyn ende With the to reyne in thyne 
eternyte. 1447 Bokenham Seyntys Introd, (Roxb.) 8 To 
magnyfye God in hys blysful eternyte. 1578 T. N. tr. Conq. 
W. India Pref. 8 Giving them knowledge of the eternitie, 
and holy trinkie in unitie. 1607 Shaks. Cor. v. iv. 25 He 
wants nothing of a god but Eternity. 1653 Walton Angler 
i. 15 God injoyes himself only by Contemplation of his 
Goodness, Eternity, Infiniteness and Power. 1707 Curios, 
in Husb. 4 Gard. 246 There should always have been a pre- 
existing Matter, to establish his Opinion concerning 
Eternity. 1831 Brewster Newton (1855' II. xvii. 125 An 
argument . . to prove the eternity of the world. 

b. hyperbolically. Perpetual or indefinite con- 
tinuance ; esp. 1 immortality’ of fame. 

c 1420 Pallad. on Husb. iv. 476 Thus maketh thai of thaire 
fertilitee In helping nature a feire eternytee. 1606 Hol- 
land Sueton. 208 A desire he bad . . of aeternity and per- 
petuall fame. x6xx Coryat Crudities, Orat. in praise of 
travel, Hercules, .purchased himselfe eternity of name. x6xx 
Tourneur Ath . Trag.i. i, Here are my Sonnes— There’s 
my eternitie. My life in them And their succession shall 
for euer Hue. 1726 Leoni tr. Alberti's Arckit. 1. 28 b, The 
Vine exceeds even the Eternity of Time itself. 1877 Mrs. 
Oliphant Makers Flor. xi. 277 That eternity is brief which 
hangs upon the sentiments of any multitude. 

c. as a title : cf. ‘ Your Majesty, Grace’, etc. 

1791 D’Israeli Cur. Lit. (1834) I. 264 Their [Eastern 

Emperors’] subjects address them by the titles of ‘ Your 
Perpetuity, your Eternity.’ 

d. The eternities : (in vaguely concrete sense) 
things eternal ; the eternal truths or realities. 
Frequent in Carlyle, and often cited (sometimes 
derisively) as characteristic of his style. 

1843 Carlyle Past 4 Pr. Wks. 1858 IX. 253 Truly, if a 
man cannot get some glimpse into the Eternities, looking 
through this portal,— through what other need he try it ? 
1878 Morley Carlyle 165 We begin with introspection and 
the eternities, and end in blood and iron. 

2. Infinite time. The total eternity, which has 
neither beginning nor end, may be regarded as 
divided by any moment into two eternities : the 
past eternity (in scholastic language aetemitas a 
parte ante), and the future eternity ( memitas a 
parte post). Hence the applications of the word 
in this sense may be classed as follows: 

a. Absolute eternity, having neither beginning 
nor end. 

1387 Golding De Mo may i. 6 The eternitie hath not any 
thing either afore or after it, 1667 Milton P. L. ii. 148 
Those thoughts that wander through Eternity. 1802 Paley 
Nat. Theol. xxiv. (1819) 396 Eternity is a negative idea, 
clothed with a positive name. X856 Dove Logic Chr. Faith 
in. 132 Infinite time is called eternity. 


b. The two * eternities \ 

2656 Cowley Pindar Odes, The M use N otes 25 There are 
two sorts of Eternity ; from the Present backwards to Eter- 
nity, and from the Present forwards. 1678 Cudwoutr 
Intell. Syst . 119 The Ancient Atheists, did at once deny 
both Eternities to the World : Past and Future, 1830 Mrs. 
Stowe Uncle Tom’s C. xxii, The soul awakes, .between two- 
dim eternities - the eternal past, the eternal future. 1874 
H. Reynolds John Bapt. ii. 63 The in troduction of the first 
man into the world .. was a dividing line between the 
eternities. 

c. The past eternity. 

1651 Hobbes Leviath. 11. xxvi. 148 ‘Natural 'are those 
which have been Lawes from all Eternity,_ x8xz Cogan 
Theol. Disq. 1. i. (R.), A first cause; who, being uncaused, 
must exist from eternity. 

d. The future eternity ; time without end. 

c 1374 Chaucer Boeth. 11. vii. 58 pou wilt maken com- 
parisoun to fe endeles space of eternite. 1667 Milton P. L. 
xii. 556 Beyond [time] is all abyss, Eternitie, whose end no- 
eye can reach 17x3 Addison Cato v. i, Eternity, thou 
pleasing, dreadful thought . . Through what new scenes and 
changes must we pass ! 1801 Southey Thalaba ix. xiv, 
They, with their Leader, through eternity, Must howl in 
central fires. 1827 Pollok Course o/T. vi, Slowly numbers- 
o’er The mighty cycles of eternity. 

3. Hyperbolical uses of 2 : A space of time felt 
as ‘ endless 9 ; a term indefinitely remote. 

1703 Moxon Mech.Exerc. 239 Those Grey Kentish Bricks 
. . will last to Eternity. X703 Maundrell Journ. Jems. 
{1732) 90 With such absolute firmness as if it had been, 
design’d for Eternity. 1813 Byron Giaour 272 Tho* in 
Time’s record nearly nought, It was Eternity to thought. 
2856 H. Miller I'est Rocks ix. <1857 354 A few more worlds 
, .to which the destroying flood does not reach, save once 
or twice in an eternity or so. 

4. In expressed or implied contrast with time. 

a. In metaphysical sense (cf. Eternal i b) : 
Timelessness ; existence with reference to which 
the relation of succession has no application. 

1662 Hobbes Consid. (1 6801 50 Eternity is a permanent 
Now. 1853 Maurice Theol. Essays ed. 2) 450 Eternity, 
in relation to God, has nothing to do with time or duration. 

b. Opposed to * time’ in its restricted sense of 
duration measured by the succession of physical 
phenomena. Hence, the condition into which the 
soul enters at death; the future life. Also, eternal 
welfare. 

1602 Shaks. Ham. u ii. 73 All that liues must dye, Pass- 
ing through Nature to Eternity, a 1650 Crashaw Death 
J/errys, Weak time shall be pour’d out Into eternity. 1691 
T. H[ale] Acc. New Invent, p. xciv, Most grave. .Citizens,, 
are put to it by a promissory Oath to stake their Eternities, 
and in effect to mvocate God. , *785 Genii. Mag. Aug. 
658 2 Just as they were going to be launched into eternity. 

5. nonce-uses . Vieued imaginatively as an agent 
or a person. 

1509 Hawes Past. Pleas, xuv. ix, I [Time] am the lode- 
starre to dame Eternitie. x8x8 Byron Ch. liar. iv. lxxi, It 
comes like an eternity, As if to sweep down all things in its 
track. 

6 . In phtral (cf. id, 2 b): Eternity viewed a& 
consisting of 1 ages ’. 

1382 Wycuf Pref. Ep. Jerome iv. 64 Thoo that techen 
many men to rightwisnes [shulen shyne] as sterres into per- 
petuel eternytees [1388 euerlastyngnessis]. 1609 Bible 
(Douay) Dan. xii. 3 They that instruct many to justice 
[shal shine] as starres unto perpetual eternities. 1836 Mrs. 
Browning Aur. Leigh v. 566 Like a clock Which strikes 
the hours of the eternities. 1838 Sears A than, m, i, 256 To 
unfold through the ages, yea, through the eternities. 1871 
R. H. Hutton Ess. L 247 The throne of heaven is to them 
a lonely one. The solitude of the eternities weighs upon 
their imaginations. 

Eterniza’tion. [f. next + -ation.] The action 
of eternizing; immortalization. 

1864 in Webster ; whence in later Diets. 

Eternize Utaunoiz, rt&ansiz\ v. Also 6-7 
eeternise, 7 -ize. [a. Fr. tiemise-r, ad. med.L. 
seternizare, f. setern-us : see Eterne. 

Both the accentuations above noted are frequent in poetry ; 
Shaks. has efe'rnise, which is now the more usual stress.] 

1. trans. To make eternal, i.e. everlasting or end- 
less ; to give endless nature or duration to. 

1580 C’tess. Pembroke Ps. Ixix. <1823' 123 There his name 
who love and prize. Stable stay shall eternize. 1610 Healey 
St. A ng. Citie of God 481 His [God’s] holy will . . can 
eternize creations. 1667 Milton P. L. xi. 60 That [hap- 
piness] fondly lost. This other [immortality] serv’d but to 
eternize woe. a xyxx Ken I mi tat. Poet. Wks. 1721 IV. 534 
Assur’d to reunite on high And eternize their sacred Tie. 
1740 Cheyne Regimen 14 The most perfect Cherubim in 
Heaven, to perpetuate and eternise its Happiness, must 
[etc.] 1839 Bailey Festus iv. (1848) 30 The mortal soul Shall 
be divinised and eternised. 

2. To prolong indefinitely (a state or condition) ; 
to prolong indefinitely the existence of (a thing'], 

1601 Holland Pliny (1634) I. 522 By this meanes they 
take order to eternise their Oliues. 1633 Battle of Lntzen 
mHarl. Misc. (Malh.) IV. 197 A truce which, .they wished 
had been a peace, whereby their repose might be eternised. 
x68x Nevile Plato Rediv. 35 Force or Fraud may alter a 
Government; but it is Property that must Found and 
Eternise it. *7x6 Lady M. W. Montague Lett. I. vi. 18 
Perpetual quarrels which they take care to eternise, by 
leaving them to their successors. 1847 Emerson Repr. 
Men , Swedenborg Wks. (Bohn! 1. 327 An attempt to eternize 
the fireside and the nuptial chamber. X879 Chr. Rossetti 
Seek and F. 236 Their first stage is transitory : eternize 
that first stage, and it would become penal. 

b, esp. To make lasting, perpetuate (fame, 
memory, praise, etc.). 
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5568 North tr. Gueuara’s Diall Princes iv. II. 104 
The memory of you shall remain eternized to your Suc- 
cessors for euer. 1589 Nashe Anat. Absurditie Epist., 
My tongue is too to base a Try ton to eternise her praise. 
1605 Play Sine ley in Sch. Shake. 11878) 266 Our fame Shall 
be eterniz'd in the mouths of men. 1628 R. B[eling] 
Contn.^ Sidney s Arcadia vi. 487 To eternise the famous 
memorie. .of his deceased Mistris Hellen. 1683 A pol. Prot. 
France iii. 10 The famous Act of Parliament at Paris has 
eternized the Memory of this Execrable Attempt, a - 1711 
Kkn Hymnotheo Poet. Wks. 1721 III. 2ir His Favours 
eternizing their Renown. 1773 Brydone Sicily xix. (1809) 
198 Horses, .had magnificent monuments erected to eternize 
their memory. 1866 Felton Anc. Mod. Greece I. xii. 490 
An art which eternizes the memory of the human race. 

3. To make eternally or perpetually famous ; to 
perpetuate the fame or memory of ; to immortalize. 

x6xo Mirr. Mat?. 869 Cadiz . . Where great Alcides, .Did 
fixe his pillars t’eternize his name. 1665 J. Webb Stone - 
PI eng Ded. (17251 1 Trajan, Adrian are Eternized for 
practising all liberal Sciences. 17416 Smollett Reproof 1x3 
Did, not his virtues eterniz’d remain. 18x8 Bentham Ch. 
Eng. X53 What might be . , eternized in glass by Mr. Pear- 
son. 1853 Bright Sp. Peace 13 Oct.. Marble monuments to 
eternise the men who have thus become great. 1862 R. H. 
Patterson Ess. Hist. $ Art xoj To see helpless and un- 
beauteous agony eternised in stone. 1876 Blackie Sotigs 
Kelig. ty Life 148 Monuments, .to eternise Lawyers with 
supple conscience, and glib tongue. 

Ete’rnized, pph a. [f. as prec. + -ED 1 .] Im- 
mortalized. 

1603 H. Petowe Elisa's Fun. in Harl. Misc. X, 334 To 
live againe in glory with his itemized sister, divine Eliza. 
x6xo H balky St. A ug. Ci tie of God 38 Rome amongst all her 
. .eternized spirits cannot shew one better than hee was. 
1627 Speed England ix. § 4 That eternized Queene Elizabeth 
of euerlasting memory. 1632 Lithgow Trout* I. 34 To 
welcome thy hellish eternized guests. 

t Ete*rni 2 em.eat. Obs. [f. as prec. + -ment.] 
The condition or state of being eternized; im- 
mortal fame. 

xS95 Chapman Ovid’s Bang. Sence (1639) 39 But give thy 
bounty true eternizement. 

t Ete'rnisser. Obs. [f. as prec. + -er 1 .] One 
who eternizes. 

1593 Nashe Christ's T. (1613'' 54 Admirable Italian teare- 
eternizers, Ariosto, Tasso, and the rest. 1636 W. Ambrose 
i n Ann. Ih/brensia (1877) 38 This epitaph his noble Vrne 
shall cover, Cots wolds Eternizer, Robert Dover. 

Eternizing (ft§*m»izii) > , vbl. sb. [f. as prec. 
+ -ing b] The action of the vb. Eternize. 

1591 Spenser Ruines of Time Ded., Intended .. to the 
eternizing of some of the chiefe of them. 1847 Ld Cock- 
burn Jrnl. II. 170 Nothing can justify the eternising of 
individual caprice over the fixed national property. 

Ete'mizing, ppl. a. [f. as prec. + -ing 2 .] 
That eternizes. 

1659 Pearson Creed (17411 100 Their eternal and eterniz- 
ing oil lost long before. 1705 Phil. Trans . XXIV, 1104 
Wishes her Dead Companion to share in her then present 
felicity, by virtue of eternizing Monuments, 
t Ete’mness. Obs. rare. Also eternesse. 
[f. Eterne a. + -ness.] * Eternity i and 2 . 

1606 Sir G. Goosecappe 11. i, in Bullen O. PI. Ill 29 What 
Eternesse is. The World, and Time, and Generation, 1608 
Chapman Trag. Byron Plays 1873 II. 31 x What impossible 
mixtures? vice and vertue, Corruption and eternnesse. 

Etesian (etf’^ian), a. (sb.) [f. L. etesi-us, a. 
Gr. krrjcrios, lit * annual f. tros year + -an.] 

■La. properly, The distinctive epithet of certain 
winds in the region of the Mediterranean, blowing 
from the NW. for about 40 days annually in the 
summer, fb. Hence, occasionally, applied to 
winds annually blowing from a particular quarter 
in other parts of the world, as the trade-winds, 
monsoons, etc. 

x6ox Holland Pliny I. 473 The Ides of Iuly, which are 
forerunners of the Etesian winds. 1633 N. Carpenter 
Geog. Del. 11. vi. to2 The Etesian winde, which is obserued 
to blow euery yeere from the Northeast about the rising of 
Dog-starre. 1704 Swift Bait. Bks. (17111 257 A sheet of 
Lead, which an Etesian Wind blows suddenly down from 
the Roof of some Steeple. 1775 R. Chandler Trav. Asia 
M. (18231 1 . 21 Vessels find shelter in its port, .during the 
etesian or contrary winds. 1828 Lemp Here's Classical 
Diet. (ed. Barken 304 Those winds are properly Etesian 
which blow from that part of the horizon which is beneath 
the north and west. 1853 Grots Greece ir. lxxxiv. XI. 123 
A gentle and steady Etesian breeze carried them across. 
fig. 1858 Db Quincey Parr Wks. V. 52 Had Dr. Bridges 
happened to be a vulgar sectarian . . those etesian gales or 
annual monsoons would have been hailed by Parr as the 
harbingers of a triumph in reversion. 

+ 2. quasi - j/. Obs. 

. x658Ussher Ann. 346 Whom they nicknamed the Etesian, 
because he continued in the place but 43 dayes. 1675 
Evelyn Terra (1729* 45 The Protection of a thin Hedge or 
Canvas Curtain.. defend them from our too constant and 
rigorous Etesians. 1684 Phil. Trans. XIV. 561 These 
Eastern Winds (which I call our English Etesians). 
Etfleon, -fiuwen, -foran, etc. : see Atflee, 

-FORK. 

23th.- (ej)-). . Chem . - The first syllable of Ether, 
employed as a radical to form names for the 
typical members of the bi-carbon or Ethyl series 
of hydro-carbons and their compounds. 

Eth(e, obs. forms of Eath. 

Ethal (e-J>al ). Ghent, [f. Eth- + -al.] The 
same as Cetyl or Cetylic Alcohol (See Get-). Hence 
XSthalic a. f as in Ethalic acid ** Cetylic acid. 


1839 Todd Cycl. A nat II. 4*34/1 Ethal is a solid trans- 
parent, .fatty matter. 1877 Watts Fownes' Client. II. x6o 
Ethal is obtained from spermaceti. 

Ethane (e-)>^n). Ghent, [f. Eth- + -ane.] 
The paraffin or saturated hydrocarbon, C 2 , H«, form- 
ing the second member of the series C w H 2 « : 2 ; 
also called Ethyl hydride and di-methyl ; a colour- 
less inodorous gas. 

1873 Watts Formes' Chem. (ed. x x) S45 We may take the 
formation of ethane from ethyl iodide. Ibid. (1877 1 II. 50 
Ethane and propane, .are given off from it [American petro- 
leum] as gas at ordinary temperatures. 

II Ethanim (e*}anim). [Heb. c'3n**(rr nv) 
(yirah haAethamm, interpreted by Gesenius as 
i month of swollen streams ’.] The seventh month 
(Sept.-Oct.) of the Jewish ecclesiastical year, the 
first of the civil year, afterwards called by the 
Babylonian name Tisri. 

[3:382 Wyclif i Kings viii. 2 Bethanym.] 1535 Coverdale 
1 Kings viii. 2 In the moneth Ethanim, that is y seuenth 
moneth. X876 M. Davies Unortk. Lond. 395 It was cele- 
brated on . . the 7th month, called in the Old Testament 
Ethanim, but by the Jews in later times Tisri. 

Ethbete : see Eath C. i. 

,f Ethe s v. 1 Obs. In 1 e'hian, 3 efti. [OE. Sian 
OTeut. type *anfijdjan ) related to Ande.] intr. 
To breathe. 

ax 000 Greg. Dial. iv. iii. (Bosw.\ Hy ealle eSiafi [L. 
spirant omnia], a 1225 St. Marker. 13 Leowse J»i fot of 
mi necke . .eadiest Jjaet ich eSi mahe. 

t Ethe, vfi Obs. [repr. OE. *£>pan, f. dp Oath. 
Cf. MHG. eiden .] trans. To ask with an oath ; 
to adjure. 

c 1340 Gam. 4 Gr. Knt. 379 Fyrst I efce ]>e, haj>el, how f>at 
bou nattes, J>at j>ou me telle truly. Ibid. 2467 perfore I e)>e 
pe^ha^e!, to com to )>y naunL a 1400 50 Alexander 340 
Pe ious out he wrengis. Erne till exorzise & ethis euer elike, 
pat itsuld worthe as he wald, 

t Ethecke. Obs. rare— K [ad. L. etheca , ad. 
Heb. attiq (only in this chapter) ; the sense 

is uncertain : Gesenius suggests ‘ pillar \ others 

* gallery, portico’.] 

1609 Bible (Douay) Ezek. xli. 15 And he measured the 
length of the building against the face of that, which was 
separated aq the backe : the etheckes on both sides of an 
hundred cubits. 

+ E thel, sb. Obs . exc. Hist. Also 1 68 si, 
Ce8el, 1-3 e8sl, ss8el, 3 aM [Common Teut. : 
OE. ddel y Sel^OS. ddil, OFris. Mel , dthol OHG. 
uodil , ON. Sal. i. stem *of-, ablaut-derivative of 
*afi- : see Athel.] Ancestral land or estate, patri- 
mony ; native land. 

c 888 K. Alfred Boeth. Metr. xxiv. 99 pis is eallunga 
min agen cy 5 eard and epel. c 1000 Ags. Gosp. Luke iv. 24 
Nan witega nis andfenge on hise^ele {Lindisf. on oeSel his, 
Rushw. on oedle his.] c 1x60 Hatton Gosp. ibid., On his 
aeSele. c 1175 Lamb, Horn. 113 We ne nu^en habben pene 
heouenlichen ebel butan we beon dene from alle sake. 
c 1203 Lay. 16289 Min seSel to biwinnen. Ibid. 20201 pat 
a 5 el wes his a^ene. 1875 Stubbs Const. Hist. I. v. 75 An 

* ethel ', an inherited or otherwise acquired portion of original 
allotment, 

t Ethel, var. form of Athel a. Obs . 

1. = Athel A. 2 . 

c 1200 Trin. Coll. Horn. 5 [We] understonden him on ure 
eSele bede. Ibid. 125 To bisechen . . mid eSele worde and 
edie. a 1225 Ancr. R. 172 peos prelies beoS hire eSele vif 
wittes. 

2 . Comb., as ethelborn a., nobly bom (Hist. 
after OE. phrase sepele geboren). 

_ 18(44 Lingard A nglo*Sax, Ch. (1858) II. App. 359 The pre- 
judices of the ethel born Saxons. 1844 Ld. Brougham Brit. 
Const, x. (1862) 140 An ethel born or noble woman. 

Etheling, obs. form of Atheling. 

f E*tliem. Obs. Forms: 1 &t$m, 6Sm, 2 
epem. [Com. W Germanic : OE. Mm, Sm, cogn. 
w. OFris. tthma , OS. dtSom (Du. adem ), OHG. 
dtam (MHG. dtem, Ger. athem), f. Teut. root 
OAryan *et- to breathe.] Vapour, breath. 

Beowulf 2593 (Gr.) HreSer eeSme weoll. a xooo Caedmon's 
Christ < 5 * Satan (Gr.) 704 Hu sid se swarta e 5 m [swol-] seo. 
c 1175 Lamb. Horn. 43 Heore epem scean swa de 5 pe leit 
a-monge punre. 

Ethen, var. form of Hethen a., Obs. hence. 
Ethene (e'pfnV Chem. [f. Eth-yl + -ene.] 
A fatty hydrocarbon, C 2 H t , forming the second 
member of the series C n H 2 « : known also as 
Ethylene, Olefiant Gas, or Heavy Carburetted 
Hydrogen. Also att?db., as in Ethene bromide , 
chloride, iodide , etc. 

1873 Watts Fownes ' Chem. 554 Ethene is formed by the 
action of nascent hydrogen upon ethine or acetylene. Ibid. 
619 Ethene Iodide is a colourless, crystalline, volatile sub- 
stance, of penetrating odour. Ibid. (1877) II. 56 Ethene.. 
is most easily prepared by heating strong alcohol with three 
or four times its weight of strong sulphuric acid. 

Ethene, obs. form of Heathen. 

Ether (f*$ai). Also SBther. [a. L. aether, ad. 
Gr. a idijp (in senses 1-3 below), f. root of aid-ttv 
to kindle, bum, shine ; cf. aid pa fair weather, f. 
same root. 

The Spelling aether is still not uncommon in senses 1-3, 
and occasionally occurs in sense 5. In the chemical sense 
6 ether is the only form recognized by good authorities.] 


I. Senses adopted from Greek (orig. through 
Latin; but now often used with direct reminis- 
cence of passages in Gr. classic authors). 

1 . The clear sky; the upper regions of space 
beyond the clouds; the medium filling the upper 
regions of space, as the air fills the lower regions. 
Kow poet, or rhetorical. 

1587 Golding De Morn ay ix. 122 What will he answere 
to Plato, who saith that the Heauen or Skye is called 
Aether. 1718 Pope Iliad xvi. 361 All the unmeasured 
aether flames with light. X790 Cowper Iliad xix. 431 
Through ether down she darted. 1813 Scott Trierm. til 
xxv, The wizard song at distance died, As if in ether borne 
astray. 1855 Longf. Hiaw. xvn 236 The people, .saw the 
wings of Pau-Puk-Keewis flapping far up in the ether. 1871 
R. Ellis Catullus lxiv. 206 The Ocean shook, and stormy 
the stars ’gan tremble in ether. 

b. As the element breathed by the gods ; * di- 
viner air’. 

1733 Pore Ess. Man in. 115 Whatever of life all-quickening 
aether keeps . . one nature feeds the vital flame. 1840 Clough 
Amours ae Foy. 1. 4 A land wherein gods of the old time 
wandered, Where every breath even now changes to ether 
divine. 

2 . In ancient cosmological speculation conceived 
as an element filling all space beyond the sphere 
of the moon, and as the constituent substance of 
the stars and planets and of their spheres. The 
earliest Eng. use ; now only Hist. 

It was variously regarded as a purer form of fire or of air, 
or as differing in kind from all the ‘four elements'. By 
some it was supposed to be the constituent substance, or 
one of the constituents, of the soul. 

1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. viii. v. (Addit. MS. 27944 
fol. io7)lsidor seij> )?e ouere parties of fuyre & of ayer hatte 
Ether. 1678 Cudworth Int ell '. Syst. 16 From the aether 
was made the heavens. Ibid. 493 The Pagans answer thus 
..we call God in the ^Ether Jupiter. 1695 Bp. Patrick 
Comm. Gen. i. 7 The thinner parts . . made the aether, or 
higher firmament, wherein the sun and the planets are seated, 
o. Air ; respirable fluid. 

1713 Guardian No. 44 They sucked-in so condensed and 
poisonous an Aether. 1809 Pinkney i rav. France 277 His 
senses are hailed , .by the freshness of a pure aether. 

II. Senses of modern development. 

f A. As a general name for extremely subtle 
fluids, the existence of which was imagined or 
inferred ; = Aura 2, 3. Obs. 

1691 Ed. Taylor Behmen's The os. Philos . xvi. 22 The 
Elements themselves pass into their Ethers. 1757 Darwin 
Vapour in Phil. Trans. L. 252 There was no real opposition 
in the electric aether of glass, and that from wax. 
fig. 1791 Boswell Johnson x July an. 1763, My mind 
was. .strongly impregnated with the Johnsonian aether. 

5 . mod. Physics. A substance of great elasticity and 
subtilty, believed to permeate the whole of planet- 
ary and stellar space, not only filling the inter- 
planetary spaces, but also the interstices between 
the particles of air and other matter on the earth ; 
the medium through which the waves of light are 
propagated. Sometimes called the himinifcrous 
ether . Also attrib., as in ether-strain, -vibration, 
-wave. 

1644 Digby Nat. Bodies xxxii. (1658) 342 The Ether.. like 
an immense Ocean, tossed with all varieties of motion. 
1692 Bentley Boyle Led. 226 These phenomena are pro- 
duced either by the intervention of air or aether or other 
such medium, that communicates the impulse from one 
body Jo another. 1704 ISewton Opticks (J,), Ether, like 
our air, may contain particles which endeavour to recede 
from one another. 1778 Diet. Arts $ Sc., /Ether , an 
imaginary fluid, supposed by several authors, both ancient 
and modern, to he the cause of gravity, heat, light, muscular 
motion, and, in a word, of every phenomenon in nature.. 
Perrauit represents it as 7200 times more rare than air; and 
Hook makes it more dense than gold itself. 1831 Brewster 
Newton (18 55) 1 . vi. 134 Descartes was the first philosopher 
who maintained the existence of an ether, a medium more 
subtle than air, filling the interstices of air. 1872 Huxley; 
Phys. ix. 219 The vibrations of ether, .constitute the physical 
basis of light. 1878 B. Taylor Deukalion m. iii.109 Our 
dark orb Drinks light from ether till it grows a star. 

attrib. 1879 G. Allkn Col. Sense i. 2 We must find out 
how the various modes of aether- waves, .came originally to 
be distinguished from one another. 1884 tr. Lotze’s Metapk. 
iii. iii. 473 We cannot conceive any reason why a soul that 
feels ether-waves as colours must, in consistency, perceive 
air-waves as sounds. 

L .fig. 

1831 Carlyle Sari. Res. (1838) 33 We are— we know not 
what ; — light-sparkles floating in the aether of Deity 1 1835 
I. Taylor Spir. Despot, viii. 332 Measures which would 
have reduced the papal authority out of Italy to a thin 
ether visible to none but the clergy, ax 849 Poe Poems, 
Ulalume , She rolls through an ether of sighs, 

6. Chem. a. The colourless, light, volatile liquid, 
(C4 H ]0 O) resulting from the action of sulphuric 
and other acids upon alcohol, whence it was also 
known as Sulphuric, Phosphoric, etc. ether. In 
popular and commercial use the incorrect name 
‘sulphuric ether ’ is still common, and the term 
* ether ’ without prefixed word is ordinarily undery 
stood to refer to this substance, which in technical 
nomenclature is now distinguished as Common, 
Ethylic, or Vinic ether, or Ethyl oxide. It is an 
anaesthetic, and capable of producing extreme cold 
by its evaporation. Also attrib. 

1757 Lewis in Phil. Trans. L. 161 The subtile fluid, pre- 
pared from vinous spirits with the vitriolic acid, called by 
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the chemists aether. 1794 Pearson ibid, LXXXIV. 389 
Fifty grains of white lac readily dissolved in 500 grains 
measure of sulphuric sether. i860 Piesse Lab. Chem. 
Wonders 82 A solution of gold in sether applied to the sur- 
face of fine polished steel instruments gilds them. 1875 Ure 
Diet. Arts II. 309 s.v., A duty of it. 5s. per gallon was 
fixed on sulphuric ether on the 25th September 1862. 1877 
Roberts Handbh. Med. j:ed. 3' I. 63 Ether dissolves the fat 
and brings the striae again into view. 

attrib. 187a H. Spencer Princ. Psychol. I, v. x, 6x1 
/Ether-narcosis produces the loss of x. The local sensibility 
of extreme parts . . 2. The intellectual powers. 1873 J. P. 
Cooke New Chem. 18 And the globe will hold just as much 
ether-vapor as if neither of the other two were present. 1879 
H. Spencer Data of Ethics x. § 64. 177 By ether-spray it 
[an external part of the body] is made very cold. 

to. Hence by extension, the generic name of 
a large class of compounds, formed by the action 
of acids upon alcohols, divided into ( 1 ) Simple 
etkers, of which the above Common Ether is the 
type, and which comprise the oxides, sulphides, 
chlorides, etc. of alcohol radicals. ( 2 ) Compound 
ethers, in which the hydrogen of the hydroxyl of 
an alcohol is replaced by an acid-radical. 

1838 T. Thomson Chem. Org. Bodies 324 Sulphuric ether. . 
possesses the characters of a base, being capable of neutral- 
izing various 'probably alb acids .. These new compounds 
are at present very inaccurately termed ethers. 1850 Dau- 
beny Atom. Th. viii. (ed. 2) 257 An ether, .bearing the same 
relation to fusel oil, which sulphuric ether does to alcohol. 
1877 Watts Downes' Chem. II. no In the polyatomic 
alcohols, two hydroxyl groups may also be replaced by one 
atom of oxygen, giving rise to another class of oxygen 
ethers. The replacement of the hydrogen of the hydroxyl 
in an alcohol by acid radicles produces ethereal salts or com- 
pound ethers. 

Ether, van of Either. 

1649 R. Hodges Plain. Direct. 28 You must either take 
out of the hedg the ether or the stake. 

Ether, obs. form of Either. 

1“ E't&erated, ppL a. Obs. [f. Ether + - ate 3 
+ -ED1.J Combined with ether; = Etherized. 
1802 Med. Jrnl. VIII. 190 The author, .had concluded., 
that the fulminating mercury was composed in 100 parts, 
21,28 of oxalic acid, 64,72 of mercury, and 14 of etherated 
nitrous gas, and of a surplus of oxygen. 

Ether cap, obs. form of Ettercap. 

Ethereal, etlierial (/'Jn^riaD, a. and sb. 
Also 6 -9 sethereal(l. (f. L. aether i-us or aethere-us 
(ad. Gr. al&epi-os) + ~al. 

The uncertainty of the spelling began in Latin, the orig. 
aether ins from the Gr. being often written -eus after the 
ordinary Latin adj. ending, as in ciner-eus , lign-eus, etc. ; 
this spelling is however generally rejected by mod. scholars. 
The spelling -eat is now perhaps the more common in Eng. 
Cf. aereal, aerial 

1. Of the nature of, or resembling the idea of, 
the ether or lightest and most subtle of elements ; 
light, airy, attenuated. 

1598 Barckley Fdic. Man (1631) 366 In the world where- 
with we are environed [there is a continual ascending] 
from the elements and compound things, by the /Ethereall 
substance to Heaven. 1638 Wilkins New World 1, The 
Elementary and ./Ethereal, .doth not belong to the present 
Question, but of the Sea and Land, etc. 1837 Wood Com. 
ObJ. Seashore 27 In the kingdom of Ocean, water is the 
atmosphere, and, like its more ethereal relative, is ever 
rolling. 

2. Heavenly, celestial. Chiefly poet. 

1667 Milton P. A. viii, 646 Go, heavenly Guest, Ethereal 
Messenger. 1697 Dryden Virg. Georg, m. 56 Heroes, 
whose Etherial Root Is Jove himself. 170 2 Rowe Amb. 
Step-Moth. 1. i. Nor could the Breath of Art kindle again 
Th’ Etherial Fire. 1743 J. Davidson AEneidvu. 192 Steeds 
of Etherial Breed, c 1820 S, Rogers Italy, Meiltene 75 
Bright and unsullied lives the ethereal flame. 1840 Barham 
Ingot. Leg., Nurse’s Story , Ethereal Spirits, gentle and 
good. Aye weep and lament o'er a deed of blood. 

3. Of or pertaining to the material heaven, or 
highest region of the atmosphere. 

*5*3 Douglas AEneis xn. Prol. 41 Phehus . . Defundand 
from hys sege etheriall GLtid influent aspectis celicall. 1530 
Rastell Bh. Pur gat. nr. ix, Pure regyon ethereall where 
the sonne & the other sterres renne. 1610 Healey Five’s 
Comm. St. Aug. Citie of God (1620' 354 Porphyry reckneth 
gods that are either heauenly, etherall, ayery, watry, 
earthly, or infernalt. 1638 Wilkins New World xiv. (1707} 

1 15 The extreme Coldness of the /Ethereal Air. 1744 
Akensjde Pleas. I mag. 1. 42 There to breathe at large 
■/Etherial air. xSstx Smf&lisy Prpmeth. Unb. 1. 275 Mischiefs 
sent To blast mankind from yon ethereal tower, 

b. Pertaining to the terrestrial atmosphere, in 
opposition to the lower regions. So occasionally 
L. aetherius. , ■ 

1697 Dryden Firg. Georg, xv* 706 Near the Confines of 
Etherial Light. .Th’ unwary Lover cast his Eyes behind. 

4. Spirit-like, impalpable ; of unearthly delicacy 

and refinement of substance, character, or appear- 
ance. ■ ■ 1 

1647 H. More Immort. Soul 1. n. xxiv, Ethereall cor- 
poreity, Devoid of heterogeneall organity. 1722 Wollaston 
Relig. Nat. ix. 199 The soul may be also perceptive of finer 
impressions and: : ethereal contacts. . 1802 Syd. Smith. Whs . " 
(1E59.J I. 8 It is not possible to endure the draggling and the 
daubing of Dr. Rennel, after the ethereal touehes. of Mr, 
Burke. 18x0 Southey Kekama n. i, Only Keharaa’s 
powerful eye beheld The thin etherial spirit. 1847 Disraeli 
Tattered 11. xv, Her ethereal nature seemed to shrink from 
coarse reality. 1872 Black Adv Phaeton xxi. 299 The 
far and ethereal masses of the Langdale Pikes. 1873 Max 
Muller Sc. Relig. 365 As men, we only know of embodied 
spirits, however ethereal their bodies may be conceived to 


be. 1879 W. J . Loftie Ride in Egypt 150. A faith which is 
so wholly ethereal as to be independent of facts. 

5. Physics. Of, pertaining to, or having the 
nature of ‘ ether’. See Ether 5 . In early use 
nearly * 1 . 

1692 Bentley Boyle Led. 206 An sethereal subtile matter 
. .may penetrate and pervade the minutest and inmost cavi- 
ties of the closest bodies. x8xo Vince Astran. xxiii. 252 
Beyond the atmosphere of the comet, the aetherial air . . is 
extremely rare. x8i6 J. Smith Panorama Sc. <$■ Art II, 
328 All the substances in nature, .may be considered either 
as solid, fluid, aeriform, or ethereal 1863 E. V. Neale 
Anal. Th. Nat. 159 That which propagates movement, 
the ethereal atoms. 1873 H. Spencer Study Social, xvi. 
(X877) 402 Millions of such etherial waves must successively 
make infinitesimal additions to its motion. 2878 Tait & 
Stewart Unseen Uuiv. iii. § 1x4. 126 Something analogous 
to ethereal friction. 

6 . Chem. Of or pertaining to the liquid called 
‘ ether 5 (see Ether 6 ) ; resembling ether or Its 
qualities, 

1800 tr. Lagrange's Chem. II. 321 Ethereal tinctures are 
prepared in pharmacy. 1807 T. Thomson Chem. (ed. 3' II. 
414 A combination of two parts of sulphuric acid and one of 
alcohol . . emits a smell perceptibly ethereal. 2818 Faraday 
Exp. Res. viii. 24 Substituting a stream of aethereal vapour 
for the wick. 1838 T. Thomson Chem. Org. Bodies 306 To 
distinguish acetal from acetic ether and other etherial 
liquids. 184457 G. Bird Ur in. Deposits (ed. 5) 414 The 
ethereal solution of fat. 1870 Sir J. Y. Simpson Anaesthesia 
Wks. 1871 II. 23 As early as 1805, Dr. Warren of Boston 
employed ethereal inhalation. 

7. Ethereal oil. a. — Essential or Volatile oil 
(see quot). 

1694 Scare in Phil. Trans. XVIII. 210 Some [Essential 
Oyls] are lighter than the best rectified Spirit of Wine . . 
which has made our Chymists call them iEtherial Oyls. 
1751 Chambers Cycl. s. v. AEtherial oil. The pure liquor 
rising next after the spirit, in the distillation of turpentine, is 
called the setherial oil of turpentine. 1799 Med. Jnnl. I. 
503 The water . . was previously impregnated with as great 
a portion of ethereal oil as it was capahle of holding in 
solution. 1811 Hooper Med. Diet., Etherial oil. Any 
highly rectified essential oil may be so named. 1884 Bower 
& Scott De Barfs P hatter. Ferns 69 Drops of resin and 
ethereal oil in increasing quantity. 1887 Pall Mall G. 
4 July 7/1 Absinthe .. contains several ethereal oils. 

b. In mod. Pharmacy (see quot.). 

i860 Mayne Exp. Lex. 803/2 Oleum AEtheretim, Ethe- 
rial oil : a name for a sulphate 0/ ether used only for the 
preparation of the compound spirit of sulphuric ether. 

33. absoL and sb. 

a. absol. The ethereal principle, the spirit or 
essence, b. sb. An ethereal being, a spirit, an 
immortal. 

1661 Evelyn Ftemifugium Misc. Writ. 1. '{180.5) 215 The 
./Etherial, which is a certain Aer of Plato’s denomination. 
1748 Richardson Clarissa (18 tx) IY. 356 There is no sex in 
etherials. 1854 Syd. Dobell Balder xxiv. 154 A spirit Un- 
seen, nor having organs to discourse The rare ethereal of 
its too divine And necessary beauty. 

Hence Bthe*rea3ism, the state or quality of 
being ethereal. 

In mod. Diets. 

Ethereality, etheriality (*)?l»:ri,ae*Eti). 
[f. Ethereal (or -ial) + -ity, after analogy of 
equal-ity, real-ity, etc.] a. The quality or state 
of being ethereal or incorporeal, or of being be- 
yond material grasp or analysis, b. concr. Some- 
thing that is ethereal. 

1827 Lytton Pelham Lxxili, Dismount me, and I become 
a mere clod of the earth , .fire, energy, ethereality have de- 
parted. 1850 L. Hunt Autobiog. IL xvi. 223 A good na- 
tured wizard, .able to conjure his etherealities about him in 
the twinkling of an eye. 1859 G. Wilson Gateways KnowL 
(ed. 3) 48 A certain etheriality thus belongs pre-eminently 
to music. 1871 Tylor Prim. Cult. I. 412 Among rude 
races, the original conception of the human soul seems to 
have been that of ethereality, or vaporous materiality. 

c. nonce-use. As a mock form of address. 

1806-7 J. Bf.res ford Miseries Hum. Life 118261 vii. In- 

trod., If your Etheriality can condescend to take any interest 
in such earthly stuff. 

Etherealization, etherialization 

(tpi trialaiz^'Jan). [£ next + -ation.J T he action 
or process of etherealizing or making ethereal in 
various senses. Also concr, 

1867 J. H. .Stirling tr. Sckwegleds Hist. Philos, (ed. 8) 
115 He [Aristotle] conceives the moral element, .as ethereal- 
ization, spiritualization of the physical. 1873 Pater Re- 
naissance iv. 53 The wasting and etherealisation of Death. 
1886 Miss Braddon One Thing Needful xxii, She has de- 
dicated herself to. .the etherialisation of humanity. 

Etherealize, etherialize (fju^rialoiz), v. 
Also sether-. [f. Ethereal (or -ial) + -ize.] 
trans. To make or render ethereal : a. To refine, 
exalt, or spiritualize, by removing all that is 
material or corporeal; also absol. b. To bring 
out the spirit or spiritual conception of. c. To 
give an ethereal appearance to. 

1829 Wilson in Blackw. Mag. XXV. 389 Every breath of 
air we draw is terrestrialized or e the realized by imagination.. 
1833; Lytton England xv. ii. (1840) 435 W or ds worth’s poetry 
is of all existing in the world the most calculated to refine, 
to etherealise, to exalt. 1850 Hawthorne Scarlet L, xxiii. 
(18795 283 So etherealized by spirit as he was. 1852 — 
Blithedale Rom. viii. ( 2885) 78 The clods of the earth . . Were 
never etherealized into thought. 1856 Ckamb. frrel. VI. 
263 All silvered over and etherealised by moonlight 1876 
Gladstone Synchr. Homer. 192 Difficult, .to accept as his- 
tory, or to etherialize and translate as myth 1879 Geo. 


Eliot Coll. Breakf. P, 796 Art’s creations - . etherialized To 
least admixture of the grosser fact. 1882 A. Austin Canons 
Poet . Crit. it. 41 If ever Thought was etherialized . . it is in 
the foregoing passage. 

Etherealized, etherialized Ct>i»*riafeizd), 
ppl. a. Also aether-, [f. prec. + -ed T] Made or 
rendered ethereal ; exalted, refined, spiritualized. 

a 1850 Jane Porter in Spurgeon Treas. Dav. Ps. xcii. 4 
Half-mortal, half-etherealized. 1851 Ruskin Mod, Paint. 
II. in. 1. xiii. § 15 Age of expanded and setherialized moral 
expression. 1863 Mrs. C, Clarke Shahs. Char. iy« 104 Ariel 
was the etherealised impersonation of swift obedience. 187a 
Liddon Elem. Relig. ii. 42 The religion of the future— ant 
etherialized abstraction. 1874 M. Arnold in Contemp. Rev. 
Oct. 81 1 Angels, etherialized men. 

Ethereally, etherially (zJT-riali), adv. 
Also 7 etherealie. [f„ Ethereal (or -ial) + -ly 2 .] 
In an ethereal manner ; celestially, spiritually ; 
with extreme delicateness or purity. 

1616 J. Lane Spr.’s T. x. 256 Still iustelie live theie whoe 
deigne iustice raise etherealie enshrind in mortal dates. 
1816 Shelley Alasior 585 Leaves. .Red, yellow, or etheri- 
ally pale. 1865 Dickens Mut. Fr. i. xii, It was not Gentle 
spring ethereally mild. 1875 Hamerton IntelL Life xi. v. 
425 Absolutely and ethereally pure. 

Etherealness (/|>i»’rialnes). [f. as prec. 4 
-ness.] The quality of being ethereal. 

1730-6 Bailey jfolio), Etherealness. 1832 Maruyat N. 
Forster xl, All his etherealness departs. 

Etherean, etherian (z]>i®* rian), a. rare. 
In 6 , 9 eetherean, -ian. [f. L. sethe re-us or aetheri- 
us a -an] * Ethereal, a. Heavenly, refined, to. 
Of a colour : Delicate. 

1651 Lennard tr. Charron's Wisd. n. Pref. (1670) 208 But 
my hope is, that the simple and debonaire, the ^Etherian 
and sublime spirits will judge indifferently. 1881 Card. 
Ckron. XVI. 780 The sepals and petals are milk-white, 
with an setherean hue of orange. 

Ether ene ( u }?erm). Chem . Also 9 -ine. [f. Eth- 
er + -ene.] ‘ A synonym of Ethylene 5 (Watts). 

185a I>au&hxy Atom. Th . v. (ed. 2) 147 Protoxide and per- 
oxide of iron will bear the same relation one to the other, 
as methylene and etherine do amongst organic compounds. 
^ 1865 Letheby in Wylde’s Circ. Sc. I. 116/1 Etherene 
(.Cg H s >, or the volatile gas of Faraday . . [is] met with in 
most of the illuminating gases of commerce. 

Ether eons, etherioms a. [f. L. 

aethere-us + -ohs.) Composed of, or of the nature 
of ether, or of the upper element of the universe. 

1667 Milton P. L. vi. 473 The bright surface Of this 
Ethereous mould whereon we stand. 1677 Gale CrL Gen- 
tiles II. iv. 465 The Ethereous Heaven, where the Sun and 
Stars are, 1775 Ash, Etherious , formed of ether, celestial. 
1814 J. Gilchrist Reason 85 Perhaps it is ethereous meat 
or drink of gods. In mod. Diets. 

Etheric (r Terik), a. [f. Ether + -IC.] Of or 
pertaining to ether (see Ether 5 ). 

1878 G. M. Beard in Pop. Sc. Monthly XIII. 331 The 
‘etheric force’ of Mr. T. A. Edison was primarily a ques- 
tion of physics. 1889 Forum (N. Y.) Feb, 662 The mode of 
vibration of the etheric particles. 

f Ethe*rical, a. Obs. In 7 setlierieal. [f. as 
prec. + -ICAL.] Of, pertaining to, or of the nature 
of, ether (in quot. with reference to Ether i). 

1655 60 Stanley Hist. Philos. (1701) 329/1 Possidonius 
defineth a Star, a Divine Body, consisting of se thermal fire. 

t Etheri’City. Obs. rare— 1 , [f. Ether + -10 
+ -ity.] A proposed name for electricity, imply- 
ing the view that its phenomena were caused by 
an ‘ ether 5 (see Ether 4 ). 

1748 Lottd. Mag. a 56 Electricity . . ought much more pro- 
perly to be called ethericity. 

Etherification (f-kerifik^/an). [f. Etberify: 
see -FiCATiON.] The action or process of convert- 
ing alcohol into ether. Also attrib. 

1805 C. H atchett in Phil. Trans. XCV. 220 [Phenomena] 
attendant on etherification. 1833 Pmny Cycl, I. 157/1 
s. v. AEtker , During the etherification of the alcohol the 
sulphuric acid plays an active part, 1869 Roscoe Elem. 
Chem. 324 This process is called the continuous etherifica- 
tion process. 1881 Watts in Nature XXV. 50 The ex- 
periments of Williamson on Etherification. 

Etheriform (rjjerif^im), a. [f. Ether + 
-(i)eorm.] Having the form of ether : see Ether 5 . 

1885 Science V. 432 The author believes that the original 
etheriform mass of our solar system condensed to cosmical 
clouds. 

Etherify (f*>erifoi), v.^ [f. Ether + -{i)py.] 
tram. To make or convert into an ether. 

1857 W. A. Miller Elem. Ckem. in. § 990. 161 Various salts 
are capable' of etherify ing alcohol, if heated strongly 
with it under pressure. 1875URE Arts II. 309 s.v. 

Ether, y The stronger 'mineral acids* etherify*' the alcohols. 

Ettoerin (f*J>erin). Chem. [f. Ether + -in.] 
(See quot) 

188a ' 'Watts: Did, CJmn. IL 507 s. v. When .'heavy' oil of 
wine, ..Is. warmed with water, a light oily liquid rises to :|ha.: 
surface, which is a mixture of two substances, both poly- 
meric with ethylene, viz. etherin and etheroL 
Etbering, Sc. etlierins, var. forms of Edder- 
ing : see Edder. 

1691 Ray S. Sf E. Country Words , Frith, Eththerings or 
windings of Hedges. 

Ettoerism (f^eriz’m). Med. [f Ether +- isir; 
cf. alcoholism.} ‘The successive phenomena de- 
veloped in the animal body by the administration 
of the vapour of ether . 5 (Syd. Soc. Zex.). 
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Etherization (£ berated -Jan). Also 9 aether-, 
[f. next + -ation.] a. The administration of ether 
as an anaesthetic or narcotic; also fig. b. The pro- 
cess of becoming, or condition of being, etherized. 

1851 H. Mayo Pop. Sup erst it. (ed. 2) 138 A sketch, .of the 
phenomena of etherisation. 1873 Lowell A moug my JSks. 
Ser. n. 117 The etherization of excitement and the magnet- 
ism of crowds. 1875 H. C. Wood Tkeraf. (1879) 274 
Chloral administered shortly before etherization. 1884 W. 
S. Lilly Anc. Relig. 4 Mod. Thought 31% The phenomena 
of aetherisation are certainly very curious. 

Etherize (f*>eroiz), v. [f. Ether + -ize. Cf. 

Fr. ftheriseri] 

1 Ptrans. To convert (alcohol, etc.) into ether. 

1828 in Webster. 1847 in Craig ; and in mod. Diets. 

% To mix or compound with ether. 

1800-1876 [see Etherized]. 

3 . To put (a patient) under the influence of 
ether. Also transf. 

1864 Lowell Fireside Trav. 145 Gradually the mind was 
etherized to a like dreamy placidity. 1879 J. Timbs Chlo- 
roform in Cassell’s Techn. Educ. IV. 107/1 A patient . . was 
etherised, and had a limb amputated.. without the infliction 
of any pain, 1881 Philada. Telegraph XXXVI. No. 33. 2 
After the morning bulletin was issued he was etherized. 

1 4. = Electrify. 

1748 Lend. Mag. 255 Besides being constantly electeriz’d 
or rather etheriz’d by the earth. 

Hence Etherized ppl. a in senses 2 and 3 of 
the vb. f Etherized nitrous gas . E’therizex, an 
apparatus for administering ether. Etherizing 
ppl. a., in sense 3 of the vb. ; in quot. fig. 

1800 Phil. Trans. XC. 219 The gas .. into which the 
nitrous etherized gas can be resolved, by treatment with 
dilute sulphuric acid. 1807 T. Thomson Chem. (ed. 3) II. 
421 When equal parts of alcohol and nitric add are mixed, 
a violent effervescence takes place . . owing to the emission 
of a gas. .a compound of. nitrous gas and ether. It has been 
termed for that reason etherised nitrous gas. 1848 Sir J. Y. 
Simpson in Monthly Jml. Med. So. IX, 21 1 When the patient 
was in an etherized state. 1876 tr. Schutzenberger’ s Fer- 
ment. 2.8 The etherized alcoholic liquid is distilled in a retort. 

Etberol (/T&pl). Chem. ff. Ether 4 -ol.] 
(See quot. for Etherin and cf. glycerin, glycerol) 
1876 Harley Mat. Med. 334 When boiled with water it is 
resolved into sulphsethylic acid and aetherol. 

Etherons (r^ras), a. [f. Ether 4 -ous.] 
Savouring of ether, ether-like. 

1863 B. Taylor Hf. Thurston II. 283 Impregnated with a 
pungent etherous smell. 

Ethic (e’Jrik), a. and 'sb, Forms: 4-5 etik(e, 
-yk, 4-7 ethique, 5 etique, (ethyque, etick, 
eytike), 6-9 etfc.iek(e, 7 sethique, 7- ethic, [ad. 
L. eihic-us, Gr. tyhnfo, f, ?j 9 os character, pi man- 
ners. Cf. Fr. Sihiquel\ 

A. adj. (Now usually Ethical.) 

1 . Relating to morals. 

1581 Sidney ApoL Poetrie (Arh.) 30 The Ethicke and po- 
litick consideration, with the end of well dooing and not of 
well knowing onely. 1644 Bulwer Chiron . 25 The vEthique 
precepts and the lawes of civil conversation. 1698 F. B. 
Modest Censure 12 What ! nothing but Ethick and Oeco- 
nomick Strictures, and such like Documents? 1735 Savage 
Progress of a Divine 363 N’er let your doctrine ethic truth 
impart. 1871 Tyndall Fragin. So. (ed. 6* II. xi. 249 Who 
..find the ethic life of their religion unimpaired. 

2 . Gf an author or literary work : Treating of 
moral questions, and of ethics as a science. 

1589 Puttenham Eng. Poesie 1. iv. (Arb.l 25 Therefore 
were they [Poets] the first Philosophers Ethick. 1732 Pope 
{title) An Essay on Man, Being the First Book of Ethic 
Epistles. 1791 Boswell Johnson an. 1749, But ‘The 
Vanity of Human Wishes’ is.. as high an effort of ethick 
poetry as any language can show. 1796 Morse Amer. 
Geog. II. 185 Dr. Hutcheson is the principal Ethic writer of 
this country [Ireland]. 1814 Cary Dante 33 Thy ethic 
page describes Three dispositions adverse to Heav’n’s will. 
1815 Edin. Rev. XXV. 355 In some of his odes and ethic 
exhortations. 

S. Characterized by ‘ ethos.’ (See Ethos 2 ). 

1848 Wornum Led. on Paint, by R. A. 355 note,Tht style 
of Polygnotus was strictly ethic. 

4 . Gram. Ethic dative : = ‘ ethical dative 1 : see 

Ethical 3. 

1867 Farrar Gr. Syntax (1870) 80 To this dative of refer- 
ence belongs what is called the ethic (i.e. emotional; dative. 

B. sb. 

I. sing. 1 . [after Fr. ithique , It. and Sp. etica, 
ad. 'L.ethice, Gr.$ tfOixii {rkxvri).'] a. The science 
of morals ; cf. 2. b. A scheme of moral science. 

. *387 Trevisa Higden (Rolls) III. 363 Ethik [v.r. etyk] Jiat 
is pe sciens of )?ewes. c 1400 Lanfranc's Cirurg. 'MS. A.) 9 
So clo}>e he him wijj vertues, jiat of him mai arise good fame 
& name : & his techi’o etik 1632 Lithgow Trav. (1682) 
vhi. 327 As for the Science Practick, it doth first imbrace. , 
Ethick, that doth form the Manners. 1875 Clifford Ess., 
Basis of Morals (1879) II. 106 By Morals or Ethic I mean 
the^ doctrine of a special kind of pleasure or displeasure 
which is felt by the human mind in contemplating certain 
courses of conduct, whereby they are felt to be right or 
wrong, and of a special desire to do the right things and 
avoid the wrong ones. 1886 Athenaeum 17 July 73 In. . 
Mr. Spencer's ‘ Data of Ethics ' . . an attempt to construct 
an ethic apart from theology is regarded as practicable. 

attrib. 1778 J. James in Lett , Rodcliffe # James 53 Not 
a book, beyond a logic or ethic compend, is recommended. 

II. pi. Ethics. 2 . (after Gr. rci ^itcd) The 
science of morals ; the department of study con- 
cerned with the principles of human duty. 


In this sense now usually construed (like other words of 
like formation) as sing. ; formerly as gl. 

1602 Warner Alb. Eng. x«. Ixxv, 11612'' 313 Nor wanted 
thear. .that did relye On Physickes and on Ethickes, and. . 
a God deny. <22677 Barrow Serm. vi. Wks. 1741 I. 48 
Out of them [St. Paul’s writings] might well be compiled a 
body of ethicks. 1691 Wood Ath. Oxon. 1 . 258 He was 
made Professor of Eloquence and Ethicks in the Umver- 
sitie of Ingolstade. <22700 Dryden(J.', Persius professes 
the stoick philosophy ; the most generous amongst all the 
sects who have given rules of ethicks. 2789 Bentham Princ. 
Legist xix. § 11 Ethics at large may bp defined, the art -of 
directing men’s actions to the production of the greatest 
possible quantity of happiness. 2836 Emerson . Nature, 
Idealism Wks. (Bohn) II. 164 Ethics and religion differ 
herein; that the one is the system of human duties com- 
mencing from man ; the other, from God. 1889 Boyd Car- 
penter Bampton Led. vii, Religion without ethics seems 
little else than irreligious religion. 

b. A treatise on the science; spec . that of 
Aristotle. 

c 2430 Pilgr. Lyf Manhode 1. cxxxvi. (1869) 72 This is that 
Aristotle seith in etiques. 2483 Caxton Cato Avij, The 
phylosopber sayeth in the viii book of ethyques that, etc. 
1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. in. iv. 212 The same is 
touched by Aristotle in his Ethicks. 2769 Junius Lett. 
xxix. 131 If this gentleman will go hack to his Ethics. 
2837-9 Hallam Hist. Lit. 1847' I. 343 Edward himself 
. .read the ethics of Aristotle in Greek. 

e. As discrete plural : Ethical maxims or ob- 
servations. Obs. rare. 

1678 R. L’Estrange Seneca’s Mor . To Rdr., I have re- 
duc’d all his scatter’d Ethiques to their proper Heads. 

S . In narrower sense, with some qualifying word 
or phrase: a. The moral principles or system of 
a particular leader or school of thought. 

2631 Baxter Inf. Baft. 288 God’s laws, standing at the 
top of our Ethicks. 2692 Bentley Folly of Atheism 31 
If the Atheists would but live up to the Ethics of Epicurus 
himself. 1791 Burke Let. to Memb. Nat. Assembly. Wks. 
VI. 34 This philosophical instructor [Rousseau] in the 
ethicks of vanity. 2855 H. Reed Led. Eng. Lit. vii. 232 
[The Spectator’s] morality .. is not a very high order of 
Christian ethics. 2869 Lecky Europ. Mor. II. i. 1 The 
Ethics of Paganism were part of a philosophy. 1869 J. 
Martineau Ess. II. 94 It lifts you .. from the zodlogical 
ethics of Combe. 

b. The moral principles by which a person is 
guided. 

1837 M. Donovan Dom. F.con. II. 47 It is not the pro- 
vince of man to pronounce judgment on the ethics of his 
fellow-creature, in the last extremities of starvation. 

e. The rules of conduct recognized in certain 
associations or departments of human life. 

1789 Bentham Princ. Legist, xviii. §46 Now to instruct 
each individual in what manner to govern his own conduct 
in the details of life, is the particular business of private 
ethics. 1864 Burton Scot Abr. n, 279 Sea rights, and sea 
ethics were by no means so distinctly defined as they are 
n ow 2870 R. W. Dale Week-day Serm. vii. 137 The ethics 
of dining. 2876 Mozley Utivv. Serm . ix. 185 The peculiar 
scope of our Church ethics for the last thirty years has been 
the culture of works of compassion. 2884 Syd. Soc. Lex., 
Ethics , medical, the laws of the duties of medical men to 
the public, to each other, and to themselves in regard to 
the exercise of their profession. 

4 . In wider sense : The whole field of moral 
science, including besides Ethics properly so called, 
the science of law whether civil, political, or 
international. 

1690 Temple Ess, Heroic Virtue Wks. 1731 I. 200 The 
Sum of his [Confutius’j Writings seems to be a Body or 
Digestion of Ethicks, that is, of all Moral Virtues, either 
Personal, Oeconomical, Civil or Political. 1793 Black- 
stone Comm. (ed. 12 27 Jurisprudence . . is the principal 
and most perfect branch of ethics. 

Ethical (e*J>ikal), a. [f. prec. 4 -AL.] 

1 . Of or pertaining to morality or the science of 
ethics. 

1607 Topsell. Serpents (1653)639 It remaineth to discourse 
of the Politick, Ethical, and Oeconomick vertues and pro- 
perties of them [bees], 1652 Evelyn State of France Misc. 
Writ. 1x805) 47 This ethical! and morall part of travel, em- 
bellisheth a gentleman. 1830 Mackintosh Eth. Philos, 
Wks. 2846 I. 63 The ethical principles of Hobbes, are com- 
pletely interwoven with his political system, i860 M ansel 
Prolegom. Logic a Pref. (ed. 2' 8 The value of every ethical 
system must ultimately be tested onjpsychological grounds. 
1876 tr. Haeckel's Hist. Creat. I. ii. 36 Moral, or ethical 
materialism, is something quite distinct from scientific 
materialism. 

b. Pertaining to * ethos ’ as opposed to 4 pathos’ : 
see Ethos. 

a x6z6 Bp. Andrewes Serm. (1856) I. 445 Rather in pathe- 
tical than in ethical terms. 

2 . Of an author or literary work : Treating of 
the science of ethics, or of questions connected 
with it. 

1665 Boyle Occas. Ref. (1675) 16 From Ethical or Theo- 
logical Composures, to take out Lessons that may improve 
the Mind. 1756-82 J. Warton Ess. Pope (T.), He [Pope] 
is the great Poet of reason, the first of ethical authors in 
verse <22845 Barham Ingot. Leg., Bro. Birchington, A 
metaphor taken out of an ethical work by the Stagy rite. 
1870 RusKjn Led. Art i. (18751 7 Ethical and imaginative 
literature. 

3 . Gram. Ethical dative : the dative when used 
to imply that a person, other than the subject or 
object, has an indirect interest in the fact stated. 

2849 D- Schmitz Lat. Gram. 212 This kind of dative, 
which occurs still more frequently in Greek, is called the 
Ethical Dative. 


Ethically (e jukali), adv. [f. prec. 4 jn 
an ethical manner ; -according to the principles or 
rules of ethics ; from an ethical point of view. 

1649 Bulwer Pat homy ot. Pref. 12 Those also that shall 
hereafter Physically and Ethically handle the Doctrine of 
humane affections. 1674 Govt. Tongue ix. § 2. 250 Besides 
my subject leads me not to discourse ethically, but Chris- 
tianly of the faults of the tongue. x86x Sat. Rev. 21 Dec. 
636 Little can be said ethically, and; nothing prudentially* 
for foolish things written. 1874 SPURGEON Treas. Dav. 
Ps. xcii. 2 It is good ethically, for it is the Lord's right. 

Ethicalness (e-jukalnes). [f. as prec. + -ness.] 
The quality of being ethical. 

1678 Cudworth Intell. Syst. 1. v. 890 The foundation 
whereof . . has not so much as one of the least seeds either 
of Politicalness or Ethicalness at all in it. *886 W. J. Lilly 
in For in. Rev. 591 How can we predicate ethicalness or 
unethicalness of a thing? 

BtMeian (ej)rjan\ rare. [f. L. ethic-us : see 
-ian.J A writer on ethics ; one versed in ethics. 

1889 Waldstein in Harper's. Mag. Feb. 406 Between the 
priest, .and the theoretical ethician. .lies the activity in the 
sphere of sociology and economics of writers like Ruskin. 

Ethicist (e-J>isist). [f. as prec. -t- -ist.] = prec. 

In mod. Diets. 

Ethicize (e-])is3iz\ V. [f. as prec. + -ize.] 

1 . intr. To discuss ethics ; to speak or write on 
morals, moralize, rare . 

1816 G. Colman Br. Grins , Fire xix, They criticize, chop 
logic, ethicize, philosophize. 

2 . trans. To make ethical ; to invest with an 
ethical element. 

1885 J. Martineau Types Ethical Tk. (1889) II. 424 By 
naturalizing Ethics [the school of Herbert Spencer] reverses 
the idealizing process which rather ethicizes nature. 1889 
Boyd Carpenter Bampton Led. vii. 276 The creed . . be- 
comes ethicized. 

EtMco- ;e*]>ikt?-\ repr. Gr. y) 0 uco- } combining 
form of fj 0 uc 6 $: see Ethic. Occurring in a few 
compound adjs. ; as Ethico-physical, -political, 
-religious, partaking of the nature of or pertain- 
ing jointly to ethics, and physics, politics, or re- 
ligion. 

1667 H. More Div. Dial. (1713) 565 The Bereshith of 
M oses bears^. triple meaning . . viz. Ethico-political, Physico- 
theosophical, and Literal. 1847 De Ouincey Milton Wks. 
(1863) VI. 3i8_For what may properly be called the Ethico- 
physical Sublime there is but one great model surviving in 
the Greek poetry. 1868 Bain Ment. $ Mor. Sc., Ethics 
<1875) 535 The philosophical system of Neo-Platonism was 
throughout ethical or ethico-religious in spirit. 

EtMde (e-J^id). them. [f. Eth- + -ide.] A 
compound formed by the union of an element or 
a radical with the monad radical ethyl. 

1865 Odling in Athenaeum No. 1944. 131/1 Aluminium 
ethide, and methide. 1880 Libr. Univ. Know l . VIII. 593 
The action of carbonic acid 011 ethyde of sodium [will pro- 
duce ketones). 

Ethike obs. form of Hectic. 

Ethimologise, obs. form of Etymologize. 

Ethine : see Hething, Obs., contempt, scorn. 

E thine (eTam). Chem. [f. Eth- + -ine.] The 
systematic name (see -ine) of the gaseous hydro- 
carbon C 2 H 2 , the bi- carbon member of the series 
CjiH an — 2 , called also Acetylene. 

1877 Watts P'ownes' Chem. II. 61 When an electric arc 
from a powerful voltaic battery passes between carbon poles 
in an atmosphere of hydrogen, the carbon and hydrogen 
unite in the proportion to form etbine. 

Ethionic (rjiit^nik), a. Chem. [f. E(ther) + 
Gr. Otiov sulphur + -i.c. 

Formed by Magnus in 1833, in imitation of the terms 
proto-, deuto-. iriio-cenotkionic [Gr. oti/ps wine, introduced by 
Sertuernor (1818' to designate three acids, one of which 
Magnus supposed to have been identical with ethionic acid.} 

Ethionic acid: C 2 H 6 S 2 0 7 (Watts Diet. Chem.) 
produced by the action of water on Ethionic anhy- 
dride, C 2 H 4 2 SO 3 , formerly called Sulphate of 
carbyl (Watts Diet. Chem.), which is obtained by 
bringing together olefiant gas and vapour of sul- 
phuric anhydride in a tube. 

1838 T. Thomson Chem. Org. Bodies 290 Of Ethionic 
Acid. 2877 Watts Foivnes’ Chem. II. 174 Ethionic Anhy- 
dride.' 

EtMop (?*]>i|pp), sb. and a. arch . Also ; 4-7 
ethiope, (5 ethyope), 6-9 8etMop(e. [ad. L. 
JEthiops, gen. JEtkiopfs, ad. Gr. A Idtuip, AW lottos, 

{ Ethiopian commonly believed to be f. a W-uv 
to burn + 0^ face, and to mean primarily ‘ burnt- 
face ’ (cf . aUof * fiery- looking’, later ‘sunburnt’, f. 
same or cognate elements) ; the formation is how- 
ever not clear, and some have supposed the word t o 
be an etymologizing corruption of a foreign ethnic 
name. (In Eng. now always with initial capital.) 

The ‘ Ethiopians ’ are mentioned by Homer as a people 
dwelling in the far east and the far west ; in later Gr. the 
name was applied chiefly to the inhabitants of Africa south 
of Egypt, but also to peoples of swarthy complexion in 
other parts of the world ] 

A. sb. lit. = Ethiopian; hence, usually, a 
person with a black skin, a blackamoor. Phrase, 
To wash an (or the) Ethiop {white ) : to attempt 
the impossible. 

138a Wyclif Jer. xiia. 23 Yf chaunge mai an Ethiope his 
skyn. 1490 Caxton Uneydos xxiii. (1890 84 Vpon his last 
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part of therth there habitable where conuerse thethyopes. 
1509 Hawes Past. Pleas, xxxvn. x, Out there flew, ryght 
blacke and tedyous, A foule Ethyope. 1599 Shaks. Much 
Ado v. iv. 38 He hold my minde, were she an Ethiope. 1660 
Hickeringill Jamaica (1661) 106 The truth whereof many 
an /Ethiope hath now un willingly asserted, a 2688 Vil- 
liers (Dk. Buckhm.) Ep. to Julian, As sure to miss, As 
they, that wash an Ethiope 's Face. 1775 Sheridan Rivals 

m. ii. Though I were an /Ethiop. a 1791 Wesley Serin. 
lxviii. (18251 II. 158 In the most elegant language, she 
labours to wash the /Ethiop white. 

B. attrib. and adj. 

1 . = Ethiopian, + Ethiop line (Milton) ; ? the 
equator. 

1667 Milton P. A. iv. 282 By som suppos’d True Paradise 
under the Ethiop Line By Nilus head. 

2 . Of the hue of an Ethiop ; black, 

1600 Shaks. A. Y. L. iv. iii. 35 Ethiop words, blacker in 
their effect Then in their countenance. 2635 [Glapthorne] 
Lady Mother v. ii. in Bullen O. PI. II. 193 To hang this 
matchless diamond- in the eare Of Ethiope Death. 1813 
Heber Transl. Pindar 11. 155 Aurora’s knight of Ethiop 
hue. 1818 Keats Endymion 11.413 The ivy mesh, Shading 
its /Ethiop berries. 

t EtMopesse. Obs . Also ^Jthiopesse. [f. 
prec. + -ess, after L. AEthiopissa (Vulg. Num xii.), 
Gr. A Idibmaaa (LXX.).] A female Ethiopian. 

[138a Wyclif Numb. xii. 1 The Ethiopia his wijf.] 1624 
Raleigh Hist. World 1. 126 Josephus his Tale of an Ethiop- 
esse, wife of Moses. 2640 Harsnet God's Suntm. 272 
Moses, .married an /Ethiopesse, yet could hee not change 
her hue. 

EtMopiau (zju!<?«-pian\ a. and sb. Also 6-7 
sethiopian, 7 ethiopean. [f. Ethiop or Ethiopia. : 
see -ian, -an.] 

A. adj . 1 . Of or belonging to Ethiopia (in the 
various historical uses of the name), orto the peoples 
known to the ancients as AEthiopes. Often used 
v now only humorously) as = ‘negro’. Ethiopia?! 
serenader : a ‘nigger’ minstrel, a musical per- 
former with face blackened to imitate a negro. 

2684 Friendly Advice Planters E. <$• W, Indies iii, (title) 
Dialogue between an Ethiopean or Negro Slave, and a 
Christian. 1697 Dryden Virg. Georg \ iv. 413 The teeming 
Tide, .pouring down from Ethiopian Lands. 1838 Lytton 
Leila iv. i, The Ethiopian guards . . marched slowly in the 
rear. 1862 Mayhew Lond. Labour III. 190 There are [in 
London] 50 Ethiopian serenades. 

f b. absol. with pi. sense. Obs. 

2635 Pagitt Christ ianograpky (1646) 107 The Ethiopian 
and Moscovites doe baptize in the Church porch. 

C. in proper names of various plants. 

1578 Lyte Dodoens 11. xcviii. 281 The seconde Seseli., 
hath leaues like Juye. .The stalk is blackishe . . And this is 
counted to be the Ethiopian Seseli. 1597 Gerard Herbal 

n. lxi. 347 In English we have thought good to call it the 
Aethiopian Apple. 2884 S. J. Capper in Chr. World 32 
July 575/4 Ethiopian lilies, which are exquisitely beautiful. 

2 . a. A?ithropology . Used by some as the dis- 
tinctive epithet of one of the races into which the 
human species is divided, b. Biol. The distinc- 
tive epithet of one of the biological ‘ regions ’ of 
the earth’s surface. 

2861 Hulme tr. Moquin-Tandon 1. vi. 36 In the kingdom 
which he [Man] constitutes (Hominal) there is but one 
genus (Homo', and in this genus but one species (Sapiens). 
This species presents three varieties or principal races.. 
Caucasian, Mongolian, and Ethiopian. 2880 A. R. Wallace 
1 st. Life 53, Region, Ethiopian. .Geographical Equivalent^ 
Africa (south of the Sahara) with Madagascar. 

B. sb. A native of Ethiopia ; fa negro, black- 
amoor. 

2552 Huloet, Ethiopians. 2598 Shaks. Merry W. n. iii. 
28 Is he dead, my Ethiopian? 1612 — Wint. 7 \ iv. iv. 375 
This hand, .as white as. .Ethyopians tooth. 2686 Bunyan 
Book for Boys § Girls (Repr.) 42 Moses was a fair and 
comely man, His wife a swarthy Ethiopian. 2727 De Foe 
Syst. Magic I. iii. (1840) 63 Ethiopians of Arabia Felix, 
which they call the South; and who, though Arabians, are 
called Ethiopians in Scripture. 

b. An ‘ Ethiopian serenader’. See A. 1. 

2862 Mrs. Carlyle Lett. III. 81 The brass bandissuc- 
ceeded by a band of Ethiopians. 

EtMopic ( * |%*pik), a. [ad. L. sethiopic-us ; 
see Ethiop and -10.] 

1 . Of or belonging to Ethiopia. Now only with 
reference to language, denoting the ancient lan- 
guage of Abyssinia, or to the church using this 
language in its services. 

2659 Hammond On Ps. Ixxii. 0 Annot. 350 The /Ethiopick 
sea. 1733 Lediard S ethos II. 4 The Phoenicians pass'd 
from the Eastern or Ethiopick sea. 2774 Goldsm. Nat. 
Hist. (1776) II. 62 The characters of an Ethiopic manu- 
script. 2882-3 Schafp Encycl. Relig. Kriowl. 1842 In the 
Ethiopic church he [Pilate] is a saint. 

2 . absol. The Ethiopic language. 

2867 Whitney Lang. <$• Study of Lang. 299 The ancient 
tongue of Abyssinia, the Ethiopic or Geez, has a litera- 
ture. . ■ ■ ' 

aftrib. Mod. A good Ethiopic scholar. 

f E-tMopS. Obs. Also eethiops. [a. L. 
mthiops lit. ‘ Ethiop, negro,’ by mediaeval chemists 
used in this sense.] 

A name given to certain black or dark-coloured 
compounds of metals. Ethiops martial, martial 
Ethiops (L. sethiops martialis) : the black oxide of 
iron. Ethiops mineral (L. m. mineralis) ; the black 
sulphide of mercury, prepared by triturating mer- 


cury and sulphur together. (. Ethiops without adj. 
usually = ethiops mineral.) 

1706 Phillips, /Ethiops mineral. 2753 Chambers Suppl. 
s.v., A new preparation of /Ethiops is given by Cruger. 2770 
New Lisp. 538/2 The sulphur . . and the mercury . . remain 
at the bottom, .united into an ethiops. 2794 G. Adams 
Nat. Sr Exp. Philos. I. xi. 474 The whole wire is consumed 
. .the globules of iron will be found in that state called Mar- 
tial Ethiops. 1837 Brewster Magnet. 304 The powder 
which formed the basis of this paste was.. martial Ethiops. 
2854 J. Scoffers in Orr's Circ. Sc. Chem, 500 Sulphuret 
of mercury is obtained in the condition of black powder, 
formerly known by the appellation Ethiop's mineral. 

Ethiae (eTaiz), v. rare. In 9 ©this©, [ad. Gr. 
k$l£uv to accustom, use.] tram . (See quot.) 

2876 Grote Etk, Fragm. v. 153 All legislators try to 
ethise— to create habits among — the citizens for the purpose 
of making them good. 

Ethlete, Ethluke : see Eath C i. 

Ethmo- (e*jno0-)> combining form of Gr. 7 ) 9 /j. 6 s 
sieve, in a few compounds of mod. formation, oc- 
curring in anatomy, with general sense ‘ pertaining 
jointly to the ethmoid bone and some other part 
of the skull’, e.g. Ethmo-frontal a. [see Fron- 
tal], pertaining to the ethmoid and frontal bones : 
as the ethmo-frontal notch. Ethmo-maxillary a. 
[see Maxillary], pertaining to the ethmoid and 
to the maxillary bones : as ethmo-maxillary suture. 
Et&mo-nasal a. [see Nasal], pertaining to the 
ethmoid and to the nasal bones : as ethmo-nasal 
suture . Etlimo-presplieiioidal a. [see Presfhe- 
noidal], of or pertaining to the ethmoid and to the 
presphenoid bone : as ethmo prespkenoidal suture 
(Huxley). Ethmo-turbiiial (plates) or Btluno- 
tnrMnals [see Turbinal], the lateral masses of 
the ethmoid bone, connected horizontally with 
each other at the upper surface by the cribriform 
plate. Ethmo-vomerine (plate) (see quot.). 

2875 Blake Zool. 46 The olfactory chamber of the nasal 
cavity . . contains a series of simple, longitudinally placed 
ethmoturbinals. 1872 Mivart Elem. Anat. 94 This pro- 
longation forwards . . forms a median plate (termed Ethmo- 
vomerinei. 2881 — Cat 337 A cartilaginous expansion called 
the ethmo-vomerine plate. 

Ethmoid (e*J?moid), a. and sb. Anat. Also 
9 erron. sethmoid. [ad. Gr. lyfytoeiSifc sieve-like, 

* cribriform’ (Galen has 'qdfioeidh barovv ethmoid 
bone), f. 17 $/xos sieve : see -oil. Cf. Fr. ethmoide .] 

A. adj. Sieve-like, finely perforated. Ethmoid 
bone : a square-shaped cellular bone, situated be- 
tween the two orbits, at the root of the nose, 
containing many perforations, through which the 
olfactory nerves pass to the nose. 

2742 Monro Anat. (ed. 3) 80 Joined to the Ethmoid Bone. 
2831 R. Knox Cloquet's Anat. 583 It dives into the posterior 
ethmoid cells. 2854 Owen in Circ.Sc, (cz86$) II. 90/1 Parts 
of the olfactory capsules . . forming the compound bone 
called ‘sethmoid.' 

B. quasi- sb. passing into sb. — ethmoid bone. 

2842 Col. H. Smith Nat. Library xiii. 87 The cranium.. 

may be subdivided into three compartments, the. anterior 
containing the two frontal bones and the sethmoid. 1851 
Richardson Geol. viii. 323 The 3rd the ethmoid with the 
two frontal. 2858 Geikie Hist. Boulder v ii. 122 The eye 
orbits seem to have been at the corners of the intermaxillary, 
circumscribed by the sub-orbitals and the ethmoids. 

Hence Ethanol -dal a. a. Of or pertaining to the 
ethmoid bone. b. = Ethmoid. 

a. 2742 Monro Anat. (ed. 3), The Ethmoidal and Sphe- 
noidal [Sutures] surround the Bones of these Names. 2831 
R. Knox Cloguet’s Anat. 47 On each side of the ethmoidal 
notch, there is observed a triangular concave surface. 1842 
E. Wilson Anat .. Vade-m. 281 Ethmoidal arteries pass 
through the ethmoidal foramina. 

b. 2764 Hadley in Phil. Trans . LIV. 4 The superior 
maxillary, sphenoidal and ethmoidal bones were broken 
away. 1849 E. Blyth Cuvier 1 s Anim. K. 39 The cranium 
subdivides into three portions : the anterior is formed by 
the two frontal and the ethmoidal bones. 

Ethmose (e)>m<?u*s). Phys. [f. Gr. y sieve 
+ -OSE.] A name given to cellular tissue. 

In mod. Diets. 

EthnagOgue (e*>nag*?g\ [f. Gr. f0v-o? na- 
tion + ayooy- 6 s leader.] A leader of a nation. 

2889 Gladstone in xgth Cent. Jan. 152 If I may coin a 
word for the occasion, he [O'Connell] was an ethnagogue, 

Ethnarch (e-Jraaik). [ad. Gr. kOvapx-qs, f* 
€ 0 f-os nation -f -apyos ruler.] A governor of a 
nation or people ; a ruler over a province. 

<22642 Bp. Mountagu Acts <$• Mon. 95 They [the Jews] 
had their Ethnarchs, Toparchs, high -Priests, Rulers, 
Princes, and sometime Kings of their owne. 2692 Washing- 
ton tr. Milton! s Def. Pop. iv, Caesar . . did not appoint a 
King over them [the Jews], but a Governour, whom they 
called an Ethnarch. 2778 Apthorpe PrevaL Chr. 210 
Julius Caesar . . authorized Hyrcanus and his children to be 
ethnarchs of the Jews. 2879 C Geikie Christ 30 Pompey 
set up Hyrcanus as high priest and ruler, under the title 
of ethnarch. 

Ethjiarclxy (e*Jmaiki). [ad. Gr. f* 

kQvapxqs : see prec.] a. The dignity or office of 
an ethnarch. to. The dominion of, or province 
ruled by, an ethnarch. 

2623 Heywood Apol. Actors 26 They divided their do- 
minions and contryes into principalities ; some into pro- 
vinces, .others into ethnarchyes. ^ 2643 Subject of Suprent. 
68 Antipater, .deposeth him of his Ethnarchie. 1862 Meri- 


vale Rom, Emp. (1865) V. xlvi. 417 Syria. , was still skirted 
by several tributary kingdoms or ethnarchies. 

Ethnic (e’jJiiik), a. and sb. Forms ; 4-6 etb- 
nyke, 5-7 ethmk(e, 6-8 ethnick(e, (6 ssth-, 
ethenicke, etneke), 7 ethnique, (etlmyeke), 
6- ethnic, [ad. Gr. l&vue-os heathen, f. e&ros r 
nation; in the LXX, hence in N. T. and the 
Fathers, rd £0v7]=-the nations, Gentiles (rendering 
Heb. cd gbyzm, pi. of 'D goy, nation, esp. non- 
Israelitish or ‘ Gentile ’ nation). 

The Gr. eOvos was formerly often imagined to he the 
source of Eng. Heathen; hence the confused forms heth- 
nic, Heathenic, which might be regarded as corrupt variants 
of this word.] 

A. adj, 

1 . Pertaining to nations not Christian or Jewish j 
Gentile, heathen, pagan. 

c 2470 Harding Chron. Printer's Pref. ix, The bible bookes 
of Iudges and Kynges . . farre surmounting all ethnike 
dooynges. 1545 Udall Erasm. Par . Pref. 3 An ethnike 
and a pagane kyng. 2582 Marbeck Bk. of Notes 61 That 
all composition is against the nature of God even the 
Ethnicke Philosophers perceived. 2622 Speed Hist. Gt. 
Brit . vi. xlix. § 171 Professing himselfe to be a Christian, and 
withall protesting that he would not be a soueraigne ouer 
an Ethnike Empire. 2652 Hobbes Leviath. 111. xlii. 281 
Exhorted their Converts to obey their then Ethnique Princes. 
2804 Moore Epist. iii. iii. 45 All the charm that ethnic fancy 
gave To blessed arbours o'er the western wave. 28.. 
Longf. Drinking Song vii, These are ancient ethnic revels 
Of a faith long since forsaken. 2851 Carlyle Sterling 1. 
vii. (1872) 45, I find at this time his religion is as good as 
altogether Ethnic, Greekish. 2873 Lowell A mong my Bks. 
Ser. ii. 107 There is first the ethnic forecourt, then the 
purgatorial middle-space. 

2 . Pertaining to race ; peculiar to a race or 
nation; ethnological. 

2851 D. Wilson Preh. Ann. (1863^ I. ix. 229 That ethnic 
stock which embraced all existing European races. 2863 
Reader 12 Feb. 163/1 The slight development of ethnic 
peculiarities in childhood. 287s Lightfoot Comm. CoL- 
(1886) 133 Heresies are at best ethnic : truth is essentially 
catholic. 

f B. sb. One who is not a Christian or a Jew ; 
a Gentile, heathen, pagan. Obs. 

c 2375.Sc. Leg. Saints, Barnabas 161 A part of It [thetemple] 
fel done & mad a gret distruccione Of ethnykis. <1534 tr. 
Pol. Verg. Eng. Hist. (Camd. Soc.) I. 169 Beinge on all 
sides beesett with the Tracherie of these rude aethenickes, 
hee was sodainlie slayne. 1588 Allen Admon . 37 Yf he. . 
heare not the Churche, let him be taken for an Ethnike. 
2625 B. Jonson Staple ofN. 11. iv, A kind of Mule ! That’s 
half an Ethnick, half a Christian l 2664 Evelyn Sylva 
(1776) 614 The Ethnics do still repute all great trees to be 
divine. 2728 Morgan Algiers I. iv. 77 They look upon, 
them [the Jews] as several degrees beneath . . Heathens, 
Ethnicks, Pagans, and Idolaters. 

Ethnical (e’Jnikal), a. [f. prec. + -al.] 
f 1 . Of an ethnic nature or character ; heathenish. 
2547 Hooper Declar. Christ v. D iij, Wbat. .blasphemy 

of God, and Et[h]nycall idolatrie is this. 1577 Nortbbrookk 
Dicing (2843) 67 Ethnical! sportes and pastimes. 2634 Sir 
T. Herbert Trav. 295 The Religion of the Peguans is 
Ethnicall, knowing many but false Gods. 2702 C. Mather 
Magn. Chr. in. it. xx. (1852)447 The custom of preaching at 
funerals may seem ethnical in its origin. 

tb. Pagan ; = Ethnic A. i. Obs. 
a 2638 Mede Whs. iii. viii. 643 The Won*ian which escaped 
the fury of the Ethnical Dragon. 2659 W. Brough Sacr. 
Princ. 548 Should not . . Ethnical Rome be lesse Babylon 
then the Christian. 2762 J. Brown Poetry <$• Mus. xiiL 
(1763) 237 The Subjects of the narrative, .may be drawn . . 
either from ethnical or sacred Story. 

2 . Of or pertaining to race or races, their origin, 
and characteristics. Cf. Ethnic A. 2. 

2846 Grote Greece 11. i. II. 308 Purely upon geographical 
not upon ethnical considerarions. 2872 Freeman Hist. Ess. 
Ser. 1. iii. 58 As far as ethnical connexion is concerned, this 
analogy will hold good. 

3 . Pertaining to the science of races; — Ethno- 
logical 2. 

1863 D. Wilson Preh. Man L (1865’' 4 Here then are 
materials full of promise for the ethnical student. 2884 
Publisher 4 * Bookbuyer’s Jml. 15 Nov. 11/2 The confused 
character of the prevailing ethnical literature dealing with 
the Sudan. 

Ethnically (e-Jnikali), adv. [f. prec. + -ly 2 .] 
f 1 . In an ‘ ethnical ’ or heathenish manner. Obs. 
1563-87 FoxEyl. (1596) 117/2 This pope, .mainteined 
the filthie idolatrie of images . . commanding them most ethni- 
callie to be incensed. 

2 . As regards race ; * racially’. 

1847 Grote Greece 11. xxii. III. 464 The CEnotrians were 
ethnically akin to the primitive population of Rome. *876 
Gladstone Synchr. Homer. 65 No one can suppose Trojan 
and Hellene to have been . . ethnically one, though both 
were probably of the Aryan stock. 

Ethnicism (ejmsiz’m). [f. Ethnic + -ism.] 
f a. Heathenism, paganism ; heathenish super- 
stition ; an instance of this (obs.). b. In mod, 
use without reproachful implication ; The reli- 
gions of the Gentile nations of antiquity; the 
common characteristics of these as contrasted with 
Hebraism and Christianity. 

1623 Pvrchas Pilgr . ix. v. § 3 iR.) Certaine Brasilians 
. . had set vp a new sect of Christian ethnicisme, or mungrell- 
Christianity. ^ 2635 Jackson Orig. Vnbeltefe xxiii. 226 
Feigned relations of a new starres appearance or other like 
Ethnicismes. 2667 Waterhouse Fire Lond. rn In dark- 
ness of errour and in the shadow of death through Ethni- 
cism. 2849 tr. Nitzsch's Chr. Doctr. Pref 7 The two great 
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directions of religio-historical development, Ethnicism and 
Revelation. 1851 Carlyle Sterling 1. ix. (1872) 54 A mind 
-.occupied.. with mere Ethnicism, Radicalism and revolu- 
tionary tumult. 

Etnjlicist (e-Jnisist). rare . [f. as prec. 4 - -ist.] 
» Ethnologist. 

*846 Times 15 May 4/5 * Smith” has been proved by. .an 
American ethnicist and philologist to be nothing more nor 
less than Shemita, or a descendant of Shem. 

+ Etlmi*city. Oh. rare ~ K [f. as prec. + -ity.] 
Heathendom, heathen superstition. 

1772 Nugent tr, Hist. Friar Gerund L 332 From the 
curling spume of the celebrated Egean waves fabulous 
ethnicity feigned Venus their idolatress conceived. 

tEthmcize, v. 0b$ . rare— 1 . [f. as prec. 
? 4 - -IZB.] intr. To act, speak, etc. like an ' ethnic 5 
nr heathen. 

1663 J. Spencer Prodigies (1665) 247 Whereas both Tacitus 
md Josephus relate the sudden opening of the doors of the 
Temple, etc. . .they appear to me very much to Ethnicize in 
all these stories. 

, t E-tlmisk, a. Oh. [f. Gr. ZQvos (seeETHNic) 
f + -ISH.J = Heathenish. 

1550 Becon Fortr. Faithful Prol., Walowing in al kind 
of wealthe like Ethnysh Epicures. 1563 H omilies 11. Idolatry 
(1859) 187 Helene. . worshipped the King, and not the wood 
. .for thatis an ethnish error. 

Bthnize (ejnoiz), v. rare. [f. Gr. ZQv-os (rd 
ZBvrj the nations, Gentiles : see Ethnic) + - 12 e.] 
intr. To favour Gentile or heathen views or prac- 
tices. Hence Ethnizing vbl. sb in quot attrib. 

1847 Buch tr. Hagenbach's Hist. Docir . 1, 42 The earliest 
heresies of which we have any trustworthy account, appear 
either as judaizing, or as ethnizing (hellenizing) tendencies. 

Ethno&icy (ejmp'disi). rare. [mod. f. Gr. 
i9vQ-$ nation + -Si/da administration of justice, f. 
U/eij justice.] Comparative jurisprudence as a 
branch of ethnology. 

1889 Athenaeum 21 Sept. 391/3 The labours of the [Ethno- 
graphical! Congress are organized in six sections, viz. 
general ethnology ; ethics, ethnodicy, and sociology. 

Etimogenic (e])m7|d3e*mk), a. [f. next 4- -ic.] 
Pertaining to ethnogeny. 

Etlmogeaiy (ejmp-d^ihi). [mod. f. Gr. Uvo-s 
nation + -yweia birth.] That branch of ethno- 
logy which treats of the origin of races, nations, 
and peoples. In mod. Diets. 

Ethnographer (ejm^grafai). [f. Ethno- 
graph-y (or Gr. ZOvo-s nation + -ypaep-os writer) 
+ -er 1 .] One who treats descriptively of the 
races of mankind ; one who is versed in the science 
of ethnography. 

1854 H. Miller Sch. «$• Schm. x. (1857) An evidence, the 
ethnographer might perhaps say, of its purely Celtic origin. 
1865 Tylor Party Hist. Mart. viii. 202 The Ethnographer, 
who has studied the stone implements of Europe. 1884 A. 
M. Fairbairn in Congregationalist Apr. 280 The greatest 
ethnographers, that is, the men who have most extensively 
studied the customs, jthe manners, the beliefs of men. 

Ethnographic (ej>n 0 grse~fik), a. [f. as prec. 
+ -io.] Of or pertaining to ethnography. 

1836 Cdl. Wiseman Sc. # Relig. II. vii. 46 Nor is this 
confined merely to the members of the same ethnographic 
family. 2852 Th. Ross Humboldt's Trow. III. xxvi. 87 
The ethnographic document called PI Auto de Figueroa , 
is one of the most curious records of the barbarism of the 
first conquistadores. 1878 Gladstone Prim. Homer 103 
These laones . . represent the Javan of the great ethno- 
graphic document, chap. x. of the Book of Genesis. 

Ethnographical, a. [f. prec. + -al.] « prec. 

*%a Prichard Nat. Hist, Man 473 The ethnographical 
outline which I have now concluded, *876 N. A mer. Rev. 
CXXIII. T50 Ethnographical studies have made some pro- 
gress in these later days. 1879 Farrar St. Paul i. 391 note, 
Galatia had two meanings — the first ethnographical, the 
second political. 

Ethno graphically (ejntfgrse-fikali), adv. [f. 
prec. + -lx 2 .] In an ethnographical manner $- from 
an ethnographical point of view. 

zB$q Fraser s Mag. XX. 712 Which, contemplated . .ethno- 
graphically. .holds out . . abundant matter. *869 Rawlin- 
son Anc. Hist. 9 Ancient History maybe mapped out., 
ethnographically, according to states and nations. 

Ethnographist (e]rap*grafist), [f. Steno- 
graph- y + -ist.] = Ethnographer. 

1880 Libr. Utdv. Knowl. Y. 560 Ethnographists deal with 
tribes, and with particular institutions and . . customs. 

Ethnography (ej>nf?*grafi). [mod. f. Gr. Zdvo-s 
nation + -ypa<pia writing.] The scientific descrip- 
tion of nations or races of men, with their customs, 
habits, and points of difference. 

1834 Penny Cycl. II. 97 The term ethnography (nation- 
description) is sometimes used by German writers in the 
sense which we have given to anthropography. 1857 De 
Qdincey China Wks. 1871 XVI. 233 The Englishman., 
of Chinese ethnography has not a house, except in crevices 
of rocks. 1868 Gladstone Juv. Mundi vil (1870) 206 It is 
in truth a main key to the ethnography of the poems. 1878 
Reclus in Encycl. Brit. : VIII. 613 s, v., . Ethnography em- 
braces the descriptive details, and 'ethnology' the rational 
exposition, of the human aggregates and organizations. 

Etlmologer (ejm/rlod^ai). [£ Ethnolog-y + 
-er 1 .] - Ethnologist. 

*850 Merivale Rom. Emp. <1865) I. v. 222 The Iberi, 
whom modern ethnologers represent as belonging to a dis- 
tinct family. 1881 Freeman Hist. Geog. Europe 1 . Hi. 57 
It is from Caesar, ethnologer as well as conqueror, that we 
get our chief knowledge of the cotratryas it was in his day. 
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Ethnologic (ejnolp'dgik), a. [f. as prec. 4- 
-ic.] M next. 

2864 H. Spencer Illust. Univ . Progr. 31 Progress of 
every kind-astronomic, geologic, organic, ethnologic, social. 

Ethnological (ejiml^'dgikal), a. [f. as prec. 4- 
-ical.] Of or pertaining to ethnology. 

1849 Freeman Arckit. 18 Others .. belong rather to the 
ethnological and philological inquirer. 1858 Gladstone 
I. 284 The ethnological formation of the different 
communities. 2862 Gen. P. Thompson Audi A It. III. clxiv. 
184 If our Ethnological Societies cannot otherwise be con- 
tented, they must, etc. 2873 Daily News 19 Sept. 1/2 A 
collection of ethnological curiosities from New Guinea. 

Etlmolcgically (ejm^lprisikali), adv. [f. 
prec, 4 - -ly 2 .j In an ethnological manner ; from 
an ethnological point of view. 

2862 G. Moore Lost Tribes 4 A circumstance, ethnologi- 
cal ly considered, of much interest and importance. 1867 
Freeman Norm. Cong. (1876) I. ii. 36 Lothian was politically 
as well as ethnologically English. 

Ethnologist lejn^-lod^ist). [f. Ethnolog-y 
+ -ist.] One who is engaged or versed in the 
study of ethnology. 

2842 Prichard Nat. Hist. Man xv. (1843) 132 Every new 
ethnologist subdivides the nations which his predecessor 
had connected. 1878 W. H. Dall Later Preh. Man 4 The 
ethnologist, .may rifle their burial places. 1882 Atlantic 
Mag. XLVII. 2312 The ethnologist, who deals with skulls 
and statures and complexions. 

Ethnologize (ejrapdod^iz), v. [mod. f. as 
prec. 4- -I2E.] intr. To speculate on ethnological 
questions. 

1873 Whitney Orient. Stud. 224 If our author will not 
allow the .etymologists to ethnologize, etc. 

Ethnology (elmpiod^i). [f. Gr. ZQvo-s nation 
4 - -Lofia discourse : see -logy.] The science 
which treats of races and peoples, and of their 
relations to one another, their distinctive physical 
and other characteristics, etc. 

1842 Prichard Nat. Hist. Manxyz The history of nations 
termed ethnology, must be mainly founded on the relations 
of their languages. 2847 Proc. Amer. Phil. Soc. IV. 358 
Dr. Bethune made some remarks on ethnology, a term he 
preferred to ethnography. 1878 Lubbock Preh. Times 
Pref. 9 E thnology in fact is passing at present through a 
phase from which other sciences have safely emerged. 

Etlinomaniac {epnomei m m£k). [f. Gr. Z$vo~s 
nation + Maniac.] One who is crazy about the 
rights of 1 nationalities 

1863 S. Edwards Poles Captivity II. 140 The political 
ethnomaniacs to be consistent ought . to propose the an- 
nexation of Alsace to some German state. 

quasi-tf<f/. 18 86 Sat. Rev. 16 Jan. 69 The game, from the 
ethnomaniac point of view, may be regarded as won. 

Ethnopsychology (e^nti^sikp-lod^i). [f. Gr. 
Z0vo~s nation, people + Psychology.] The in- 
vestigation of the psychology of races and peoples. 

2886 Lang in igth Cent. XIX. 58 For this method [philo- 
logical] we propose to substitute ., the method of Volker- 
psychologie. . or ethnopsychology. 

Hence S tfrnopsycfrolo gicaJ a of or pertain- 
ing to ethnopsychology. 

1885 C, Lowe Bismarck II, 131 note, The ethnopsycho- 
logical problem which lies concealed in the nature of the 
Oriental. . 

Ethography (zj^-grafi). [mod. f. Gr. rj$o-s 
character + -ypaepta writing.] * The description of 
the morals and characteristics of man Y 
1878 in Krauth Vocab. Philos. Sc. 

Eihologic {Tpo\pti$k),a. [f. Etholog-y + -io.] 

«« next 1864 in Webster ; and in mod. Diets. 
Ethological I f J:<?lp-d35kal), a. [f. as prec. + -al.] 

1. Pertaining to 'ethology 5 , a. According to 
the Diets. ; Pertaining to ethics, b. In recent use 
(after J. S. Mill; ; Pertaining to the science of 
human character. 

1730-6 in Bailey (folio). 1775 in Ash. 2843 Mill Logic 
vi. v. § 6 The ethological consequences of particular circum- 
stances of position. 1883 W. Minto in Academy 29 Dec. 
425 The son is sufficiently candid for the most exacting 
student of ethological truth, 

2. Pertaining to the scientific study of customs. 

1865 Max Muller Chips (1880) II. xxv. 266 What may be 

called ethological as distinguished from ethnological re- 
searches. 

Ethologist (zjip'lbd^ist'). [f. L. etholog-us^ Gr. 
rj$o\6y-os (f. character 4- -A070S one who dis- 
courses) 4- -1ST.] 

f 1- [ — Gr. yjBoXoyos] One who portrays character 
by imitative gestures and facial expression ; a 
mimic. 0h.—° 

i73°“6 in Bailey (folio). 1775 in Ash. 

2. One who treats of, or is versed in, the science 
of ethology ; a writer on ethics. 

1828 in Webster ; and In mod. Diets. 

^Ethology {iJfrlodgT. [ad. L. elhologia, a. Gr. 
rj$o\oyta, t. Sy-os : see prec. and -logy.] 

1 1. The portrayal of character by mimic ges- 
tures ; mimicry. Oh.— 0 

2656-81 in Blount Glossogr. 2722-1800 in Bailey. 

1 2. According to the Diets. : The science of 
ethics ; also, a treatise on manners or morals. Oh. 

1678-2706 in Phillips, 1722-1800 in Bailey. 

3. In recent use (after J, S. Mill) ; The science 
of character-formation. 
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1843 Mill Logic vi. v. § 4 The laws of the formation of 
character . . are to be obtained by, etc. A science is thus 
formed, to which I would propose to give the name of 
Ethology, or the science of character. 

j] Etliopoeda. Oh. rare. [L. ethopceia, a. Gr. 
ijQoTroua, t. rj 0 o-$ character 4- -voda represei.tation.] 
Delineation of character ; moral portraiture. Also 
Rhet. (see quot. 1678). 

1659 Instruct. Oratory 74 Examples of such Descriptions 
and Histories of things under which I comprehend Etho- 
poeas. 1678-2706 Phillips, Ethopoea , a figure of Rhetorick 
in which there is a feigning of certain words accommodated 
to certain persons, either to their praise or reproach. 2721- 
1800 in Bailey. 

t E:thopoe*tic, a. Oh. rare~\ [ad. Gr. po~ 
TroirjTiHi-bs, f. rjQo-s character + ttoitjtikos, f. noUeiv 
to make, represent.] Intended to represent character 
or manners. 

1652 Urquh art Jewel Wks. (1834) 228 [Criehtoun] begun 
to prank it a la Venetiana , with such a flourish of mimick 
and ethopoetick gestures. 

1! Ethos (Ppps). [mod.L,, a. Gr. rjdos character, 
a person’s nature or disposition. Used by Eng. 
writers in certain particular applications.] 

1. [After Arist. Rhet. n. xii-xiv.] The charac- 
teristic spirit, prevalent tone of sentiment, of a 
peopleor community; the 'genius 5 of an institution 
or system. 

# 1852 Sir F. Palgrave Norm. ^ Eng. v. 691 The Roman- 
ized Danes conformed to the ethos of the Carlovingian 
monarchy. 1859 W, F. Wingfield Tour in Dalmatia 27 
This prevalence of the Italian language and ethos exists, .not 
only m the maritime cities, etc. 1882 Contemp. Rev. Aug. 
245 The ethos of Catholic sacerdotal life is altogether dif- 
ferent. 

2. In reference to ancient aesthetic criticism and 
rhetoric. 

Aristotle's statement that Polygnotus excelled all other 
painters in the representation of ‘ ethos’ app. meant simply 
that his pictures expressed ‘ character * ; but as Aristotle 
elsewhere says that this painter portrayed men as nobler 
than they really are, some mod. writers have taken ethos to 
mean * ideal excellence.’ _ The opposition of ethos and pathos 
(‘character - and * emotion often wrongly ascribed to 
Aristotle’s theory of art as expounded in the Poetics , really 
belongs only to Greek rhetoric. 

1875 A. S. Murray in Encycl. Brit. II. 339 s.v. Arche- 
ology, By ethos, as applied to the paintings of Polygnotus, 
we understand a dignified bearing^ in his figures, and a 
measured movement throughout his compositions. 1881 
Q. Rev. Oct. 542 The real is preferred to the ideal, transient 
emotion to permanent lineaments, pathos to ethos. 

f Ethroelyte, sb. Var. of Heteroclite: here 
lised transf, in pi. for: Perplexed condition, state 
of frenzy. (See Du Cange s. v. Divers iclinium . ) 

2485 Caxton Chas. Gt. 154 Thadmyral . . beyng in the 
ethroclytes in his entendement, cryed and sayd. 

Ethyl (e-Jil). Also 9 ethyle. [f. Eth-er 4- -yl 
= Gr. uAj; matter. The name was originally given 
by Berzelius, whose spelling ethule was at first 
adopted in Eng.] The hypothetical radical of the 
dicarbon series (C 3 H 5 ), the base of ordinary 
alcohol, common ether, and acetic acid, and of 
a large series of organic compounds, into the 
names of which the word enters attributively, as 
Ethyl hydride C 2 H 6 ( — C 2 H 5 H), Ethyl chloride 
C 2 H 5 C1, Ethyl iodide € 2 H 5 I, Ethyl alcohol 
C}H c O. 

Ethyl is sometimes denoted by the symbol E or (latterly) 
Et. Originally the name was used for what is now called 
Diethyl (in mod. notation CiHip or Eta) ; this was Isolated 
by Frankland in 1849, but ethyl in its single-molecule form 
is known only in combination. 

1840 Proc. Amer. Phil. Soc. I. 311 Mr. Boye read a com- 
munication entitled ‘On the Perchlorate of the Oxide of 
Ethule.' 2850 Daubeny Atom. Th. vii. (ed. 21 219 If we 
suppose then a body to exist, consisting of G Hs . . it has 
been proposed to designate it by the term ethyle. 1862 Sir 
H. Holland Ess., Mod. Chem, 450 Ethyl .. the radical of 
the numerous class of ethers. 1869 Roscoe Elem. Chem. 
310 Ethyl alcohol, known as spirits of wine.^ Ibid. (1875) 
295 Alcohol may be regarded as water in which one atom 
of hydrogen has been replaced by ethyl. 1877 Watts Fownes* 
Chem. II. 42 Whether we regard it [ethane] as ethyl-hydride 
. .or as dimethyl . . this arrangement remains the -same. Ibid. 
II. 47 Ethane, .is formed, .by the action of zinc and water 
on ethyl iodide. 

Hence many derivatives, names of compounds 
containing ethyl, as Erthylamfrne, a compound 
(NH 2 C 2 H 3 ) of the ammonia type in which one 
of the hydrogen atoms of ammonia is replaced by 
ethyl; called also ethyl-ammonia. Ertbylate, a 
salt of the radical ethyl, in which ethyl takes the 
place of the oxygenated group in a metallic salt. 
E * tliylene, the diatomic hydrocarbon or olefine 
of the ethyl series, C 2 H 4 ; also known as Ethene, 
Olefiant gas, or Heavy Carburetted Hydrogen, an 
important constituent of coal gas. Ethylia, a 
synonym of Ethylamine\ now disused. EthyTici?., 
of ethyl ; **■ Eth yl, used attributively, as in Ethylic 
cyanate = Ethyl cyanate =* Vinic cyanate. 

2850 pAVMZitY Atom. Th. viii. (ed. 2>239 *Ethylamine. . 
where it [1 atom of hydrogen] is replaced by ethyle.^ 2875 
Ure Diet. Arts II. 309 Several alkaloids existing in the 
animal and vegetable kingdom afford etbylamine on dis- 
tillation with potash. 2864 Athenaeum No. 1937, 788/3 
The *ethylate of acetyl. 2880 Med. Temp. Jml. July 165 
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Report on the use of Ethylate of Sodium (Sodium Alcohol). 
2869 Roscoe Elem. Chem. 358 *Ethylene, known as olefiant 
gas, has already been mentioned. 1878 A. Green Coalv i. 207 
One of the most important of these hydro-carbons is known 
as ethylene or ethene. 1881 Athenaeum 26 Feb. 303/1 By 
heating glycol with an excess of fuming hydrochloric acid 
in a sealed tube to 100°, the author has converted this sub- 
stance into ethylene dichloride. 1873 Williamson Chem. 
for Stud. 241 This remarkable base was called ethylamine 
by Wiirtz, its discoverer, but is now more commonly called 
*Ethylia. 1869 Eng. Mech. 26 Nov. 255/3 Circumstances 
lead the operator to suspect that hydro-carbon to be *ethylic 
hydride. 1873 Watts Fownes' Chem. 580 E thy lie ether is 
also called common ether, or simply ether. 

Etik e, obs. forms of Hectic. 

Etin, var. of Eten, Obs giant. 

Efcine, -un, -yn, obs. ff. pa. pple. of Eat. 

Etiolate (TtDlrit). [f. Fr. etioler (see -ate 3 6), 
of dialectal origin, from Norm. is'etieuler to grow 
into haulm, f. eteiile, OF . esteule, esteulle :—L. 
stipida straw ] 

1 . trans. To render (a plant) pale or colourless 
by excluding the light from it ; to blanch. 

2791 E. Darwin Bot. Card. x. 45 note , Celery blanched or 
etiolated for the table by excluding the light from it. 1822 
Imtson Sc. fr dirt II. 34 Plants that grow in darkness are 
pale and without colour, and . . are said to be etiolated, or 
blanched. 1833 Whewell Astron. ( Brldgew. Treat.) 1. xiii, 
99 Celery is in this manner blanched or etiolated. 1879 
Syd. Soc. Lex. s v. A Ibino, No chlorophyll is formed, and 
they [Albino plants] are said to be etiolated. 

2 . trans/. To give a pale and sickly hue to (a 
human being or his skin). 

1842 Prichard Nat. Hist. Man 78 The skin is also white, 
or etiolated. 2864 R. F. Burton Dahome II. 66 note. We 
may etiolate them [females] as in New England. 

3 . fig (See next, ppl. a.) 

4 . intr. To become white or whiter ; to blanch ; 
to be whitened by exclusion of sunlight, as plants. 

1828 in Webster; and in mod. Diets. 

Etiolated (r twisted , ppl a. [f. prec. + -Enb] 
Blanched, pallid, colourless. Also fig. 

1799 Sir H. Davy in Beddoes Contrib. to Phys. 4 Med. 
Knowledge 186 The whiteness of etiolated vegetables is 
occasioned by the deficiency of light. 2848 C. Bronte J. 
Eyre (18571 146, I • - left a bullet in one of his poor etiolated 
arms. 1852 Th. Ross Humboldt's Trav. II. xxii, 359 It 
is caoutchouc in a particular state, I may almost say an 
etiolated caoutchouc. 1857-81 Q. W. Holmes in Old Vol. 
of Life (1883) 60 This poor human weed, this dwarfed and 
etiolated soul. 1866 Reader 15 Dec. 1005 Examples of the 
kind of etiolated theology. 1879 A. Mongredien Free Trade 
Hr Eng. Comm. ted. 41 26 These industries, .are for the most 
part sickly, nerveless, and etiolated. 

Etiolation (JtDl^ jhnh [f. Etiolate v. : see 
-at 1 on.] The action of etiolating ; the process of 
becoming, or the condition of being, etiolated. 

1799 Sir H. Davy in Beddoes Contrib. to Phys. 4 Med. 
Knowledge 188 Plants, in the process of etiolation, lose the 
light combined with their leaves, and become white. 1816 
Keith Phys. Bot. II. 498 Etiolation may also ensue from the 
depredation of insects. 1844 N. Brit. Rev. II. 81 Newton 
smoked himself into a state of absolute etiolation. 2845 
Carlyle Cromwell (1873) 1. i. g This is the collapse, the 
etiolation of human features into mouldy blank. 1882 
Vines Sachs’ Bot. 754 It is remarkable that etiolation does 
not extend to the flowers. 

Btiolin .(I'tDlin). [f. Etiol-ate + -in.] A 
yellow modification of chlorophyll formed in plants 
growing in the dark. 

1882 Vines Sachs' Bot. 747. 

Etiolise (f*ti£la iz), v. rare. [f. Fr. ctiol-er + 
-IZ.E.J trans. m Etiolate. Hence Etiolrzed 
ppl. a. 

1884 Tram. Victoria Institute 40 The young shoots, pale, 
etiolised, and delicate from the hour they show their tiny 
leaves. 

Etiological, var, of ^Etiological. 

1834 J. Forbes Laenncc’s D is. Chest ied. 4) 451 Our 
etiological . researches. 1862 Lewis Astron. Ancients i. 4 
An etiological legend. 

Etiologist (Jtipdod^ist). [f. next + -1ST.] One 
who studies etiology or the science of causes. 

2830 R. Knox Bedard’s A nat. 174 One of the points of 
minute anatomy that have most exercised, .the imagination 
of etiologists. 1866 Times 17 Aug, 10/3 The etiologist will 
be the better enabled to estimate aright the influence of 
other insanitary elements. 

Etiology, var. of J2 ttologt. 

1656-82 Blount Glossogr., Etiology, a rendering of a 
cause, a shewing of reason, 2832 Lyell Princ. Geol. II. 
240 The etiology of our science. 1861 T, Graham Pract. 
Med. 26 The etiology of disease. 2881 M. L. Knapp Dis- 
asters 7 Astronomical etiology. 

Etiquette (e-tiket) [a. Fr. itiquette (:— OF. 
estiquette ). The primary sense in Fr. is repre- 
sented by Eng, Ticket (an adoption either of the 
word or the synonymous etiquet :—estiqmt) ; in 
OF. the word chiefly denotes a soldier’s billet. 
The transition from the sense ‘ticket, label 31 to 
that of * prescribed routine ’ presents no intrinsic 
difficulty, but its actual history in Fr, is not very 
clear ; the other mod. Romanic langs. have adapted 
the word from Fr. in the secondary sense; It. 
etichetta, Sp, etiqueta a book of ceremonies hid 
in the king’s palace Del Pino Sp. Did 1763).] 

1 . a. The prescribed ceremonial of a court ; the 


formalities required by usage in diplomatic inter- 
com se. b. The order of procedure established by 
custom in the army or navy {esp. with reference to 
promotion), in parliament, etc. c. The conven- 
tional rules of personal behaviour observed in the 
intercourse of polite society; the ceremonial ob- 
servances prescribed by such rules, d. The un- 
written code of honour by which members of certain 
professions {esp. the medical and legal) are pro- 
hibited from doing certain things deemed likely to 
injure the interests of their brethren, or to lower 
the dignity of the profession. 

a. 1750 Chesterf. Lett. 19 Mar., Without hesitation 
kiss his [the Pope’s] slipper or whatever else the etiquette 
of that court requires. Ibid. (1792) IV. 187 Over head and 
ears engaged in ceremony and etiquette. 1797 Burke Regie. 
Peace iii. Wks. VIII. 329 Etiquette had it's original ap- 
plication to those ceremonial and formal observances prac- 
tised at Courts .. The term came afterwards .. to signify 
certain formal methods used in the transactions between 
sovereign States. 1865 Livingstone Zambesi v. no They 
keep perfect time in this species of court etiquette. 

b. 1828 Jas. Mill Brit. India II. v. v. 512 It was to 
him that, in etiquette, the command of the expedition be- 
longed. 2848 Macaulay Hist. Eng. 1 1 . 667 A proceeding, 
conducted . . with such minute attention to prescriptive eti- 
quette. 1867 Smyth Sailor's Word-bk., Etiquette, naval 
or military observances, deemed to be law. 1875 Stubbs 
Const. Hist. Ill, xx. 459 The later etiquette of procedure on 
money bills, will be sought in vain in the rolls of the 
mediaeval parliaments. 

C- 1768 Sterne Sent. Joitrn., The Letter , I was not 
altogether sure of my etiquette, whether I ought to have 
wrote or no. 1779 J. Moore View Soc. Fr. II. II. 21 For 
all etiquette of this nature is waved even in Germany at the 
tables d’ Hotels. 2800 Mrs. Hervry M our tray F am. IV. 
10 A formal dinner ; which, according to his ideas of eti- 
quette, he thought himself obliged to give. 2852 Robertson 
Serin. Ser. 1. xviii. u866i 301 Man is. .a slave, .to etiquette. 
1876 Miss Braddon J. Haggard’s Dan. II. 164 After tea. . 
the bondage of etiquette was loosened. 

. pi 1859 Thackeray Virgin, xxiii. 181 A little place with 
its pompous ways, small etiquettes and punctilios. 

d.. 1868 Rogers Pol Econ. ii. (1876) 15 The etiquette of 
certain professional functions prescribes that a service should 
be divided. 1888 Bryce Amer. Comnwnw. III. 382 A 
code, of etiquette forbids them [lawyers] to undertake 
certain sorts of work. 

f 2 . A rule of etiquette ; an observance pre- 
scribed by etiquette. Chiefly//. Ohs. 

2771 Junius Lett. xlii. 225 note. This diplomatic lord has 
spent his life in the study and practise of etiquettes. 1779 
Burgoyne Let. to Constituents ed. 3) 7 A court etiquette 
was invented .. viz. that the persons whose conduct was so 
put in question, should not appear at Court pending the en- 
quiry. 1807 Cogan Eth. Treat. Passions 1. ii. (R.), Ludi- 
crous offences against the laws of custom, or the etiquettes 
of fashion. 2812 Edm. Rev. XX. 76 Some of the etiquettes 
known in our legal and parliamentary oratory. 1816 Keat- 
inge Trav. I. 277 Some of the etiquettes of his majesty's 
court are rather whimsical. 

3 . In the primary Fr. sense : A label, rare. 

2867 Vct. Pollington Half round Old World 221 German 
matches.. with the remarkable lines, “If you want a light, 
I’ll shine so bright,’ printed on the etiquette. 

Hi nee E'tiqxietted ppl a., given up to etiquette. 

i 85 i H. A. Tilley Japan 385 The contrast altogether be- 
tween them and the etiquetted ladies of Europe. 

. tE'tisie, e’tisis. Obs . [cf. Fr. itisie \ app. 
irreg. f. med.L. etica, L. hectica (see Hectic sb.) on 
analogy of phthisic, phthisis'] ~ Hectic sb. 

1527 Andrew B runs wy he’s Distyll. Waters clxxviii. 
M ij n, For the Ptisicis and etisis, and for the consumynge 
sekenesse of the longues. 1582 Hester Seer. Phiorav. in. 
ii. 6 It helpeth muche against the Etisie, and against all 
sortes of Catarres. 

E'tist. rare. [f. Gr. fjr-a the name of the letter 
7) r -1ST.] One who pronounces the Greek letter 17 
as (<?), not (/) ; =Etacist. 

1839 Hallam Hist. Lit. v. 1. § 25 Distinguished from the 
Easts of Erasmus’s party. 

Etna (e-tna). Also 9 setna. [f. the name of 
the volcano.] A vessel (in the form of an inverted 
cone placed in a saucer) for heating a small quan- 
tity of liquid by burning some kind of spirit. 

1832 Atkenanmi 9 June 375 (Advt,), Jones’s /Etnas for 
boiling half a pint of water in three minutes. 1870 Eng. 
Mech. 18 Mar. 659 'i, I have at: Etna with which I can 
produce a pint of boiling water in eight minutes. 2880 M. 
Collins Th. in Garden II. 263 Ask my placens uxor to 
mull some claret in the etna. 

|i Etoile (/toH, rtwal). [a. Fr. etoile star.] 

f 1 * Fortif. A small fort or redoubt in the shape 
of a star, Obs. 

1730-6 Bailey (foKo\ Etoile, a small fort or work of 4, 5, 
or 6, or more points, a star redoubt, 2775 in Ash. 

2 . Her. A heraldic charge consisting of a star 
with wavy points or rajrs. Cf. Estoile. 

1766 Porny Heraldry Gloss., Etoile, J the French word for 
a Star. 1882 Gossans Heraldry 103 Etoile is represented 
with six wavy points. 

3 . Comb. 

1789 Mrs* Piozzi Joum. France II. 287 The public walks 
and drives, .are formed etoile- wise. 

Etonian (ft^umian). [f. Eton + -ian.] One 
educated at Eton College. 

C1770 George III in Etonianav. 8x You were an Etonian. 
1844 Disraeli Coningsby 1. xi, The Lord of the equipage 
as an old Etonian, placed in the hands of the Albanian his 
contribution. 


Etrurian (/tru^rian), a. . and sb. Also 7 He- 
trurian. [f. Etruria * -an.] A. adj. Of or be- 
longing to Etruria. 33 . sb. A native of Etruria. 

2623 Cockeram hi, Decii, the Sonne [vowed himseip 
against the Hetrurians. 1653 Urquhakt Rabelais i. i, 
H etrurian Letters. 1667 Milton P. L. 1. 303 In Vallom- 
brosa, where th’ Etrurian shades High overarch’t imbowr. 
3842 Lytton Zanoni 23 As old as Greek or Etrurian fable. 

Etruscan (/trcrskan'), a. and sb. Also 8 He- 
ims can. £f. L. etrusc-us + -an.] A. adj. Of 
or belonging to ancient Etruria or its people ; 
absol the language of the Etruscans (in quot. iBif 
jocularly used for “Tuscan’). B. sb. One be- 
longing to the Etruscan nation. 

1706 Hearne Collect. 14 Dec. (Oxf. Hist. Soc.) I, 312 Tine 
Hetruscan inscription. 1773 Monboddo Lang. (1774) I. an. 
xiL 5S0 The JLatin and Hetruscan. 2817 Byron Beppo xxxi. 
For few Italians speak the right Etruscan. 1841 W. Spalb- 
ing Italy Sf It, 1 st 2 . 44 The Etruscans, a separate race, 
whose origin is still quite uncertain. 1882 Ouida Maremma 
I. 17 His name was the old Etruscan name. 

Etslopen, -stand, -stent, -stunt: see At-. 

-ette, suffix, forming diminutive sbs., represents 
OF. -ette, the fern, form corresponding to the nia>c. 
-et : see -et. In early Eng. use the Fr. -et and -ette 
(OF. -etc) were not clearly distinguished, and in 
1 5 th c. -ette is a mere variant spelling of -et ; e.g. the 
OF. basinet occurs sometimes in Eng. as basin ette* 
The older adoptions of Fr. words in - ette , so far 
as they survive, are now written with -et ; the 
spelling -ette belongs chiefly to words introduced 
since 17th c., as chemisette , cigarette , eprotwette , 
etiquette , pipette , serviette. During the present 
century a few words have been formed by the 
addition of - ette to Eng. sbs. ; most of these, as 
leaderette , sermonette, essay ette, can scarcely be 
said to be in good use, though often met with in 
newspapers; wagonette , however, is well estab- 
lished. Formations of this kind are very common 
in the names given by manufacturers to materials 
intended as imitations of something else ; one 
such word which has come into general use is 
leatherette. 

1849 J* Wilson in Blackw. Mag. LXYL 19 This side of 
the glen . . is known to be a descent but by the pretty little 
cataractettes playing at leap-frog. 1887 Mod. Newspaper, 
Great sale of Brussellette carpets. Messrs. ’s plusbettes. 

Ettercap (e-toikasp). Sc. ! Also 8 ethercap. 
[var. form of Attercop.] 

1 . A spider ; «= Attercop i. 

2 . fig. An ill-humoured person ; *> Attercop 2. 

1725 Ramsay Gentle Skeph. iv. i, "Tis dafter like to thole 

An ether-cap like him to blaw the coal 1 c 2750 A. Robert- 
son in Scott Wav. lxiv, A fiery etter-cap,, a fractious chieL 
2820 Blackw. Mag. VIII. 25 That ettercap ..is flying 
through the town like a shunky. 3840 Fraser’s Mag. XXII. 
478 A cool temper. . I’m sure yon fiery ettercap has not. 

Hence ettercapped , ppl. a., inflicted by a spider. 

2721 Ramsay Poems, To Gay xii, Ye may smile at ether- 
copxt stings With careless pride. 

Etteriin (e-tuilin). In 9 etterling. * A cow 
which has a calf when only two years old’ (Jam.). 

1863 N. Brit. Daily Mail 5 May, Among the live stock, 
some very fine etterlings brought over 22/. a head. 

Efctick, obs. form of Hectic. 

Ettin, var. form of Eten, Obs., giant. 

Ettle (e-t'l), v. Since 14th c. only north, dial. 
Forms: 3 atli-en, 3-5 atle, 3-4 noHh. (h)aght-, 
eghtel, -il, 4~5attel(e, -y, attle, ettill( e, (4 aghli, 
ahtil, atyle, eitle, ettele, -elle, -ylle, 5 attel(l, 
atthill, ettil, 6 attile\ 4-6 etle, (7 attill, 7-9 
dial . eckle), 3- ettle. [a. ON. wtla (also etla, atld) 
to think, conjecture, purpose, destine, apportion 
prehistoric *ahtila, *ehtla (whence some of the 
ME. forms), f. OTeut. *aht& (OE. eaht, OHG. 
ahta, mod. G. acht ) consideration, attention, f. 
root of Goth, aha *vov$’, understanding, ahma 
soul. From the same nominal base without -/- 
suffix are OE. eahtian, OHG. ahtbn (mod.G. ach- 
ten) to esteem, consider.] 

L To purpo.se ( and senses derived ■ from this) . . 

1 . trans. a. With inf. as obj. (usually preceded 
by to) x : ' To ' intend, purpose, ; ■ plan ; I ; to . make it 
one’s object, to endeavour. (In most instances 
this: may be taken as intr. with inf. of purpose ; 
hence the vb. was occas. followed by thereto re- 
ferring to an inf. in context.) ' 

c 1200 Trin. Coll Horn. 79 Wolde him seluen wreke gif 
he mihte and berto ettleS and abit his time. . a 2300 Cursor M. 
.26384 (Cott.) O ynr king |*at' es in .hand., quat aghtel yee do 
Lan? 1340 Hambole Pr. Cause. 5784 A doghter. .J?e whilk 
he luved specialy And eghrild to mak hir qwene of wor- 
shepe. c 1340 Gain. Sf Gr. Knt. 27 A.n aunter in erde I 
attle to schawe. c 1375 Sc. Leg. Saints, Magdalena 279 

? i husband eitlise J?are-to. .To helpe puyre of his riches. 

a 2400 Morte Arth. 520 Syr Artbure es thyne enmye fore 
ever. And ettelles to bee overlynge of he empyre of Rome. 
z-2400 Destr. Troy 2965 Hit were, .aemly for wemen, paire 
houses to haunt & . . here onesty attell to sane, a 2400-50 
A lexander 15, I forwith Jow all ettillis to schewe Of ane 
Emperoure. 1674 Ray N. C. Words 26 Eckle or Ettle, to 
aim, intend, design. 1808 J. Mayne MUer Gun iv, To bell 
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the cat wi’ sic a scrow, Some swankies ettled. 1863 J. 
Nicholson Poems , The Burnie , So bent on the bauble we 
ettle aye to win, The best o’ life’s blessings we lee far behin'. 

b. With sb. (or pron.) as obj.: To purpose, 
seek to bring about (a result). 

1513 Douglas JEneis xn. xiii. 14 Quhat purposis or etlis 
thou now? lat see. 1774 C. Keith Farmer's HcC 35 They 
wad think it a braw scheme. .Mischief to ettle. 

C .reft, To intend (= ON. set las k). 

1400 Morte A rtk. 554, Bee Estyre . . I ettylle my selfene, 
To hostaye in Almayne. a 1400-50 A lexander 2829 (Dublin 
MS.) pou. .ettlys J»e \Askm. MS. etils to] sir Alexander efte 
to assayle. 

2 . To destine, ordain, assign. Const, dat. of 
persons, for, to; also simply , and with comple- 
ment or complemental inf. 

a 1300 Cursor M, 9426 (Cott.) Qua herd euer spek o mare 
bliss, pan aghteld [Trin. ordeyned] was adam and his? 
Ibid. 21759 Godd )?at haghtils ilkin stat. c 1400 Desir. 
Troy 394 She was eldist and heire etlit to his londes. Ibid . 
6775 Pepull, pat by ordynaurxse of Ector was etlit to hym. 
1513 Douglas AEnets 1. 1. 30 This Goddes etlit, .This realme 
to be. . mastres To all landis. 1818 Scott Rob Roy xxxiv, 
* He drees the doom he ettled for me 1832-53 A. Laing in 
Whistle-binkie (Sc. Songs) Ser. ra. 29 I'll bless the doom I 
hae to dree That ettled her, my Highland maid, To dwell 
in Borristoun w r i' me 1 

3 . To direct (speech or actions) to an object; 
esp. to aim (a blow or missile) at a person or a 
mark (also fgi ) ; absol or intr. to take aim (at). 

c 1400 Destr. Troy 6399 He auntrid vpon Ector, atlit hym 
a dynt. #1400-50 A lexander 2322 To all you of atthenys 
bus at thill I my sawes. c 1470 Henry Wallace vm. 269 
Bot Wallace . . Folowed on him, and a straik etlyt fast. 
a 1500 Eger # Grine 992 in Furniv, Percy Folio I. 385 
Grine. .attilde him a dint that bote full well. 1513 Douglas 
AEneis v. ix. 37 Mynestheus . . Onto the heid has halit wp 
on hie, Baith arrow and ene etland at the merk. 1830 Galt 
Lawrie T. 1. i. (1849) 3 To ettle at butts. x86a Hislop 
Prov. Scot. 7 Aft ettle, whiles hit. 

fig. 1830 Galt Lasvrie T. II. iv. xi, 90, I was per- 
suaded tie had something to ettle at me. 

b. intr. To direct one’s course. 

r xaog Lay. 25996 Hete we nu J?ene eotend bi-lafuen and 
atlien \c 1275 go we] to ban kinge. 1340-70 Alex, Dind. 
15 pat Alixandre wib his ost atlede pidire. c 1400 Destr. 
'Troy 7424 Ector eftirsons ettlyt on Achilles. Ibid. 8989 
Eneas afterward etlit anone. 15x3 Douglas AEneis ix, ix-. 
66 Quhayr thikkest was the pres thar etlis he. 1876 Whitby 
Gloss., * 111 ettle for yam III turn my steps homeward. 

0. To aim at (a thing) ; to make an effort at. 
1725 Ramsay Gentle Sheph. 1. ii, When a they ettle at — 
their greatest wish Is to be made o' and obtain a kiss. 1820 
Scott Monast. xvii, They that ettle at the top of a ladder 
will at least get up some rounds. 1873 F. K. Robinson 
in Gloss.' W. Riding Yorksh. (E, D. S.) s.v. Ettle, I've 
been ettling after a new place. 

4 . To arrange, set in order, range; to prepare. 

a 13x0 in Wright Lyric P. ix. 35 Hire teht aren . . Evene 
set ant atled al. c 1400 Destr. Troy 2376 Arowes and other 
geire atled I anon. 

b. refi. To prepare oneself. Cf. 1 c. 
a 1400-50 Alexander 1x57 pan etils him sir Alexander. 
1515 Scot. Field 180 Our english men ful merrilye attilde 
them to shoote. Ibid. 318 Soe eagerly with Ire attilld 
them to meete. 

II. 5 . tram. To guess, conjecture, divine. 
Also absol. 

ci 205-75 [cf. Ettling vbl. ^.]. cx 350 Will. Palerne 813 
Alisaunarine anon atteled pat time, & knewe wel bi hire 
craft. Ibid. 941 Alysaundrine anon attlede alle here 
poujtes. 

Hence E-ttlement, intention. E'ttler, a schemer, 
an aspirant. 

X787 Grose Provinc. Gloss., Ettlement , intention. 1825- 
Jamieson, Ettlement , intention. 1823 GkvtR. Gilhaize 
• xxx, His father, through alt the time of the first king 
Charles, an eydent ettler for preferment. 

Ettle (e-t’l), sbX [f. Ettle v.] 

1 . Aim, intent, purpose. 

1790 Burns Tam d Shanter 2x3 Nannie . . flew at Tam 
wi furious ettle. 1832-53 Whistle-Binkie (Sc. Songs) Ser. 
11. sx IU tarry nane to tell. .The ettle o’ my eeran. 

2 . Chance, opportunity. 

1768 Ross Helenore hi, But fainness to be hame, that 
burnt my breast, Made me to tak the ettle when it keest. 

Ettle, sb . 2 Dial, form of Nettle ; cf. adder 
for nadder , etc. 

1688 Churchy}. Acc. Minchingkampt. in A rckaeol. XXXV. 
45X For cutting of ettles. 1842 Akerman Wiltsh. Gloss., 
Ettle, a nettle. 1884 Upton-on-Sevem Gloss., Ettles, nettles. 

E’ttling (e*tlirj), vbl. sb, Obs. exc. north, [f. 
Ettle v . + -lira 1 .] The action of the vb. Ettle. 

1 . Intention, purpose ; also, endeavour. 
c 1325 E. E. AUit. P. B. 688, & alle myne atlyngto Abraham 
vn-haspe bylyue. 1375 Barbour Bruce 1 . 587 Off hys etlyng 
rycht swa It fell, As I sail eftirwartis tell, c 1375 Sc. Leg. 
Saints , Magdalena 564, 8 c sowne pal arywinge mad In pe 
porte quhare pai etline had. c 1470 Henry Wallace x. 166 
For charge off nan, bot it had ben his king At mycht that 
tym bryng him fra his etlyng. 1822 Galt Steam-Boat 125 
(Jam.) But there was an ettling beyond discretion perhaps 
in this. 

+ 2 . Conjecture, estimation. Wiftuten eni etiunge 
(early ME.) : without any guessing, unquestion- 
ably. Obs. 

Eay. 25761 Bi atlinge [c 1275 hatling] heom puhte 
pritti uooere. c 1230 Halt Meid. 39 Muche mare he haueft 
wiouten eni etiunge at halden to him seluen. a 1340 Satvles 
Warde in Cott. Horn. 263 Wi 5 uten ei etiunge pen of his 
ahne gleadunge. 

f 3 . Preparation. Obs. 


2340-70 Alisaunder 266 Redy too fight With atling of are- 
blast & archers ryfe. 

t Ettouch, v. Obs . [? ad. OF. estackier. etachicr 
(with assimilation to Touch).] trans. To attach, 
fasten, fix. 

1483 Canton Gold. Leg. 17/1 Chirographe or oblygaclon 
the which Jhesu Cryst bare and ettouchyd it to the crosse. 

Etui, etwee (etw r). Forms ; 7 estuife, 
estwefe, ettuy, ettwee, pi. etweese, 8 etuis, 
etuy, 7- etwee, 8- etui. [a. Fr. itui , OF. eslui 
= Fr. estui, estug (med.L. estugium, 12 31, Du 
Cange), according to M. Paul Meyer a vbl. sb. 1. 
F. estuier, Pr. estuiar , estugar late L. type 
*stugdre) to keep, guard, hold in custody. (Tbe 
Pr. form is inconsistent with the commonly as- 
sumed identity with the synonymous Sp. estuche. 
It. astuccio.) Cf. Tweeze. 

In the forms estuife , estwefe in Florio the f may be a 
misprint for j ; if not, these forms suggest some sort of asso- 
ciation with huswife subsequently used in the same sense.] 
A small case, usually ornamental, for small 
articles, as bodkins, needles, toothpicks, etc. ; for- 
merly also a case for surgical instruments. 

x6xx Florio, Astuccio, an estuife, a pocket cace or little 
sheath with cizers, bodkin, penknife . . in it. — Stucckio, 
an estwefe, etc. x6it Cotgr., Estui, an Ettwee — Pen- 
narolde Chirurgien , a Chirurgians Case or Ettuy ; the box 
wherein he carries his Instruments. 1657 R. Ligon Bar- 
badoes 11673) 27 Our Knives, Etweese, Keys, Needles, 1710 
Steele Tatler No. 245 P 2 Gold Etuys for Quills, Scissars, 
Needles, Thimbles, a 1763 Shenstone Whs. (1764) I. 299 
The gold etwee, With all its bright inhabitants, shall waste 
Its melting stores. 1771 Smollett Humph. CL II. xo June, 
He presented .. me with a gold etuis. x8xx Pinkerton 
Petral. II. 112 It is used, - in making boxes, socles, handles 
of knives, etuis, etc. 1859 Thackeray Virgin, xlii, The 
pearl necklace and the gold etwee. 1883 Fisheries Exhib. 
Catal . 78 Travelling Bags, Razor Cases, Etuis, etc. 

attrib. 1828 Webster s. v. Etwee-case, a case lor pocket 
instruments. 

E'tym. rare. = Etymon. 

X847 H. F. Talbot Eng. Etymologies 470, Thing. I have 
already given an etym of this word. 

Stymie (etrmik), a. [f. Etym-on + -ic.] Of 
or pertaining to the etymon or primitive form of 
a word. In some mod. Diets. 

Etymcvgraphy. nonce-wd. [f. Gr. ervfto-s true 
(see Etymon) + -7 paepta writing ; after etymology .] 
Historical accuracy of spelling. 

x886 F. Harrison in 19 th Cent. Jan. 103 It is as vain to 
ask us, in the name of etymography, to turn that name 
(Shakespeare) into Shakspere, as it would be to ask us, in 
the name of etymology, to turn * Tragedy * into Goat-song. 
+ Etymologe, V. Obs. rare. [ad. Gr. erv/to- 
\oy-Uiv, f. krvfxo\ 6 y-os etymologer, f. trviiov Ety- 
mon + -hoyos one who discourses.] 
tram. a. To give an etymological signification 
to. b. To trace the etymology of; to derive. 

1586 Ferne Bias. Gentrie 50 Which word [Musicke] . . 
hath been etymologed for the signification of the studies of 
humanitie and chiefly of poetry. x6xi Speed Hist. Gt. 
Brit. vii. ii. (1632) 198 Whose original! Name . . some will 
have Etymologed from Saxum a Stone. 

Etymologer (etim^’lod^oa). [f. Gr. crvfjiohby os 
(see prec.) + -er k] One who traces etymologies ; 
= Etymologist. 

1650 Massey Glasse for Worldlings 10 With the Etymo- 
loger tis. .water hardened by extream cold. 1660 M. Grif- 
fith Fear of God King 82 (V.) * Lex a ligando saith the 
etymologer : it is called a law from binding. x8x6 J. Gil- 
christ Philos. Etym. 160 A plain, blunt etymologer may 
take the liberty of putting the extinguisher or monk’s hood 
on his shallow, misty notions. 1880 J. A. H. Murray Addr. 
Philol. Soc. 36 The fancies of. .monkish etymologers. 

Etymologic (effirari^-dgik), a. [ad. L. etymo- 
logic -us, a. Gr. krvfxoAoyifc-os, f. krv/xoAoyia ETYMO- 
LOGY.] « next. 

1813 W. Taylor Eng. Synonyms (1856) Introd. xix, I 
have habitually endeavoured, by etymologic investigation, 
to ascertain of every analyzed word the primary sense. 
xS86 Athenaeum 7 Aug. 165/1 Without help from etymo- 
logic or other record we may safely go back ages further. 
[In mod. Diets.) 

Etymological (edm<?V*d3ikal), a. [f. as prec. 
4 - -al.] Of, or pertaining to, etymology; based 
upon, or in accordance with, etymology. 

1592 tr. Junius on Rev. ix. 11 This name belongeth unto 
the Etymological interpretation of Hildebrand. 16x2 Dray- 
ton Poly-olb. i. Notes 20 Take largest etymologicall liberty 
and you may have it from ‘ Ellan-ban i.e. the white Isle 
c 1620 A. Hume Brit. Tongue (1865/ 11 It wer more etymo- 
logical to wryt montan, fontan, according to the original. 
x688 R. Holme Armoury 11. 9/2 Peruse, for a farther De- 
scription . . Francis Holyoke, his Etymological Dictionary. 
1747 Johnson Plan Did. Wks. IX. 183 Its [arrive’s] 
original and etymological sense. 1769 in Grant Burgh 
Sch . Scotl. 11. xiii. (1876) 355 The Etymological part of the 
rudiments of the Latin grammar. 1824 L. Murray Eng. 
Gram. (ed. 5) I. 331 Specimens of etymological Parsing. 
1865 Max Muller Chips (18801 1 . vi. 130 A meaning that. . 
can . .be defended on. .etymological grounds, 
b. nonce-use. Engaged in the study of etymology. 
1856 R. A. Vaughan Mystics (i860) I. 15 So, we are to be 
etymological to night, exclaimed Gower. 

Etymologically (e^tim^V-dgikali). adv. [f. 

prec. + -ly-J In an etymological manner ; ac- 
cording to or as regards etymology ; on etymo- 
logical principles. 


1730-6 in Bailey (folio), Etymologically , by way of ety- 
mology. 1798 W. Taylor in Robberds Mem. I. 229, I try 
. .to use no words of which I cannot etymologically defend 
the application. 1809 Syd. Smith Whs. (1859) I- 169/1 Latin 
and Greek have now mixed themselves etymologically with 
all the languages of modern Europe. x86o Pusey Min. 
Proph. 522 The Devil, etymologically, the accuser. 1878 
Foster Phys. hi. i. 390 Such a use of the word is. .etymo- 
logically incorrect. 1883 Sir J. C. Day in Law Rep. Q. 
Bench XII. 206 Etymologically considered, a journeyman 

is one who is employed by the day. 

11 Etymolcgicon (edim^-dsikpn). [mod. L., 
a. Gr. krvp.oX(jyifc 6 v, neut. of krvpokoytfcos : see 
Etymologic.] A work in which the etymologies 
of words are traced ; an etymological dictionary. 

1645 Milton Tetrach. (1851^238 They who are so exact 
for the letter, shall be dealt with by the < Lexicon, and the 
Etymologicon too if they please. 1753 in Chambers Cycl. 
Siipp. 1862 Marsh Eng. Lang. iii. 49 No English dictionary 
at all fulfils the requisites either of a truly scientific or of a 
popular etymologicon. 

Etymologist (etim^lod^ist). [f. Etymology 
+ -1ST.] One who treats of, or is versed in, the 
science of etymology; one who searches into the 
history and origin of words. 

1635 N, Carpenter Geog. Del. 11. xiii. 2x6 The Greeke 
Etymologists ridiculously draw it from many other ori- 
ginalls. 1679 Plot Staf ordsh. (x686) 240 This I take but 
for the imagination of some fond Etymologist. 1747 John- 
son Plan Diet. Wks. IX. 177 In exhibiting the descent of 
our language, our etymologists seem to have been too lavish 
of their learning. 1774 Warton Hist. Eng. Poetry xx. 
(1840) II. 268 Chaucer, Gower, and Occleve .. are supposed 
by the severer etymologists, to have corrupted the purity 
of the English language. X84X-4 Emerson Ess., Poet Wks. 
(Bohn) I. 162 The etymologist finds the deadest word to 
have been once a brilliant picture. 1879 Froude Crnar iv. 
38 Etymologists could arrive at no conclusion as to the 
origin of the name. 

Etymologiza'tion. rare. [f. next + -ation.] 
The action of etymologizing. 

a 1831 Bentham Logic Wks, 18^8-43 VIII. 245 Byetymo- 
Iogization I. .mean . . the exposition of inflected words and 
conjugates by the exhibition of the root from which they 
are derived. 

Etymologize (etim^-lod^oiz), v. Also 6 ethi- 
mologise, 7 sb-, etimologise, -ize, 9 etymo- 
logise. [ad. late L. etymologizdre (spelt ethimo - 
logisare), f. etymologia Etymology : see -ize and 
cf. Fr. eiymologiserl\ 

1 . trans. To give the etymology or derivation 
of ; to trace the etymology of ; to invent or suggest 
an etymology for. 

c 1530 Remedie of Love 301 (T.), The first parte of this 
name we have yfounde, Let us ethimologise the secounde. 
1599 B. Jonson Cynthia's Rev. iv. i, Pha. B reeches, quasi 
Beare-rich.es ; when a gallant beares all his Ritehes m his 
Breeches. Amo. Most fortunately etymologized. C1645 
Howell Lett. ii. lxxxvii. (1753) 464 Langfiedoc . . Scaliger 
would etymologize from ‘ langue d'ouy*. 1726 Amhf.rst 
Terras Fit. App. 325 Having started the conceit of an 
undergraduate's being like an apprentice, (which you ety- 
mologize in a very accurate manner. 1816 Keatinge 7 'rav . 
1. 1 17 Even the word merino is not al ogether etymologized. 
1862 F. Hall Hindu Philos. Syst. 191 With this in view, 
the first portion of Brahma is etymologized as follows. 1871 
Tylor Prim. Cult. L 147 The habit of etymologizing words 
off-hand from expressive sounds. 

t b. To denote etymologically. Obs. rare. 

1634 Sir T. Herbert Trav. 12 And indeed the Analogue 
of the word induces me to imagine, some adventrous Cam- 
brian first arrived here, memorizing it by this name Pen- 
givinvo the Brittish Tongue, Etymologizing so much, x66x 
Morgan Sph. Gentry 1. 45 The field isargent, a Mullet sable, 
by the name of Aston, as if it did Etymologize a stone. 

2 . intr. To study etymology ; to search into the 
origin of words ; to invent or suggest etymologies 
for words. 

1652 Gaulf. Magastrom. 145, I rejoyce not much in eti- 
mologizing. x8xo J. Gilchrist Philos. Etym. 83 It would 
not be proper to etymologise too much or too minutely on 
some words. 1851 Trench Study of Words vii. ( 1869 v 266 
How perilous it is to etymologize at random. 1877 Peile 
Primer Philol. i. 16 We etymologise as if each man were a 
standard to himself. 

Hence Etymologizing vbl. sb. and ppl. a. 

177 1 Antiq. Sarisb. 5 A rational employment .. is etymo- 
logizing. x88o S. R. Driver Hebrew Tenses App. iii. 251 
Reckless etymologizing is to be avoided. 1882 Atkenaciim 
23 Dec. 844/x Man is, as Mr. Palmer says, an etymologizing 
animal, and abhors an unmeaning word. 

Etymology (etim^rlodgi). Forms: [4 with 
Latin termination ethimolegia], 5-6 ettri-, ethy- 
mologie, -y(e, (5 ethimilogie), 6-7 ©tyxa-, 
etim-, etymologie, -y(e, 6- etymology- [a. OF. 
ethimologie, mod.F. etymologic, ad. L. etymologia, 
a. Gr. krvfioKoyia, f. erv/xoKoy-os : see Etymologje.] 
L a. The process of tracing out and describing 
the elements of a word with their modifications of 
form and sense. 

1588 F raunce Lawiers Log. 1. xii. 51 Notation or Etymo- 
logie is the interpretation of the word. 1725 W atts Logic 
1. iv. § 1 This tracing of a word to its original, (which is 
called etymology), is sometimes a very precarious . . thing. 
X786 H. Tooke Pur ley (1798) I. ix. 456 The explanation and 
etymology of those words . . require a degree of knowledge 
in all the antient northern languages. 

If With explanation drawn from the Gr. deriva- 
tion. (Cf. L. veriloquium , by which Cicero ren- 
ders the Gr. word.) 


ETYMON 

1613 R. C. Table Alph. fed. 3), Etymologies true expound- 
ing. 1681 tr. Willis' Rem. Med . Wks. Voc., Etymology, 
the true exposition or interpretation of a thing. 

b. An instance of this process ; an account of 
the formation and radical signification of a word. 

1460 Cafgrave Chron. 34 As Ysider teliith in the third 
book of Ethimilogies. 1575 Turberv. Falconrie 204 So that 
the etymoiogie of the name proceedeth all upon one cause. 
16x1 Speed Hist. Gt. Brit. v. ii. 8 Neither Jet this Etymo- 
logic of Britaines seeme to be either harsh or absurd, seeing 
the very words sound alike, etc. 1665 Boyle Occas. Ref. v. 
i. (1675) 296 Critical Inquiries into Obsolete Rites, or Dis- 
putable Etymologies. 1755 Johnson Pref. Diet . Wks. IX. 
201 For the Teutonick etymologies, I am commonly indebted 
to Junius and Skinner. 1 1845 Stoddart in Encycl. Metro}. 
(18471 I. 166/1 A little investigation will show this etymo- 
logy [of since] to be entirely erroneous. 

e. The facts relating to the formation or deri- 
vation (of a word). (In 1 6-1 7th c. occur confused 
expressions such as ‘ the etymology comes from/ 
‘ to derive the etymology from \) 

[1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. Rim. ii. (1495) 50 What is 
the menynge of the Ethimolegia and the settyng of this 
name?] 1447 Bokenham Scyntys iRoxb.) 46 Yf we them 
dewly kun applye And ordenelly aftyr the ethimologye. 
1581 Marbeck Bk. of Notes 27 6 Dagon . . as mate be iudged 
by the Etimologie of the word, was some God of the Sea. 
For Dag in Hebrue signified! a fish. 1583 Fulke Defence 
(1843) 267 The etymology of this English word ‘priest’ 
cometh from presbyter. 1631 Weever Anc. Fun. Mon. 683 
Heralt. .is meerely a Teutonic or Duytch word, and in that 
tongue and no other, the true ^Etymoiogie thereof is onely 
to be found. 1651 Howell Venice 34 Som derive the Eti- 
mologie of this rare Cittie from Venetia, which in old Latin 
signifieth the frothing or seething of the Sea. 1666 G. 
Harvey Morb. Angt.{J\ Consumption is generally taken 
for any universal diminution and colliquation of the body, 
which acceptation its etymology implies. 1723 Watts 
Logic 1. iv. § 1 If the meaning of a word could be learned 
by its derivation or etymology, yet, etc. 1865 Max Muller 
Chips (1880) II. xxv. 260 The etymology of a word can 
never give us its definition. 

irons/. 1864 Kirk Chas. Bold I. ii. 48 Those distinctions 
of origin, habits, dialect, and history which constitute what 
may be termed the etymology of the nation. 

f d. Etymological sense, original meaning. Obs. 

a 1592 Greene Jas. I V, 1. ii, A ten. What’s thy name? 
Nano. Nano. Ateu. The etymology of which word is a 
dwarf. 1631 Brathwait Eng. Gent lew. (1641) 332 This 
name [widowes] . . hath received one constant Etymology ; 
‘deprived’ or ‘destitute’. 1711-14 Addison Sped . (J.J, 
Pelvis is used by comick writers for a looking-glass, by which 
means the etymology of the word is visible. 

2. That branch of linguistic science which is 
concerned with determining the origin of words. 

1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. n. vi. 93 Others have better 
observed the laws of Etymology, and deduced it from a 
word of the same language. 1707 Godwin Enquirer 1. vi. 
44 The science of etymology has been earnestly recom- 
mended. 1862 Marsh Eng. Lang. iii. 48 Etymology, is the 
study of the primitive, derivative, and figurative forms and 
meanings of words. 1864 Max Muller Sc. Lang. Ser. n. 
vi. 11868 1 242 As long as etymology was carried on on such 
principles it could not claim the name of a science. 

3. Gram. That part of grammar which treats of 
individual words, the parts of speech separately, 
their formation and inflexions. 

1592 West Symbol, § 100 The rules of Grammar, touching 
eyther the iEtymologie or Syntaxis thereof. 1612 Brinsley 
Lud. Lit . ix. (1627) 127 For the Etymoiogie, all the diffi- 
culty is in these three parts of Speech, Nownes, Verbs, and 
Participles. 1669 Milton Accedence Wks. (1847) 457/1 
Etymology, or right wording, teacheth what belongs to 
every single word or part of speech. 1748 Hartley Observ. 
Man 1, iii. 304 Etymology and Syntax, as Grammarians 
call them. 1824 L. Murray Eng. Gram. (ed. 5) 1 . 60 The 
second part of grammar is etymology. 

|| Etymon (e*timpn). [L. etymon , a. Gr. irvfxov 
(orig. neut. of ervfjios true) : (i) the ‘true 5 literal 
sense of a word according to its origin ; (2) its 
‘ true ’ or original form; (3) hence, in post-classical 
grammatical writings, the root or primary word 
from which a derivative is formed. 

According to Brugmann, eruMos is for a prehistoric *s-etu~ 
mo-s , f Vs weak grade of O Aryan *es to be -t suffixes .] 

+ 1. The primitive form of a word; the word or 
combination of words from which it has been cor- 
rupted. Sometimes nearly — Etymology i b, i c. 

1570-6 Lambarde Peramb. Kent (1826) 477 Thus much 
then concerning the Etymon of this woorae Gavelkinde. 
x 6 o 5 Peacham Graphice (16x2) 83 Blew hath his Etymon 
from the high Dutch Blaw. 1651 H. More Second Lash 
in Enthns. Triumph (1656) 227 For the word must so sig- 
nifie, as I did above prove, both from Testimony, arid 
might also from the Etymon of the word. / 1678 Cudworth 
hit ell. Syst , 451 The true Etymon of Jupiter . . being, .not 
Juvans Pater, but Jovis Pater. 1768 Swinton in Phil. 
Trans. LVIII. 239 The etymon laid down here seems more 
apposite and natural than that obtruded upon the learned 
world by Bochart. 1793 Pinkerton in D’lsraeli Cur. Lit. 
Ii866) 129/2 Of the etymon of pamphlet I know nothing. 

2. The primary word which gives rise to a 
derivative. 

1659 T* Pecke Pamassi Puerp. 58, Nnmmus denotes 
Money told out ; Upon This Fancy, Number, will give 
Etymon. x8xx Pinkerton Petrol. I. 429 Greek etymons 
have become universal in the science, a 1834 Lamb Lett, 
to Manning v. 48 Logic is nothing^ more than a know- 
ledge of words, as the Greek etymon implies. 1873 Whit- 
ney Orient. Stud. 210 Enabling them [the roots] to stand 
as etymons of almost any given word. 1882 Edin. Rev. 
July 1x4 The name has an evidently Norman etymon. 

t3. Original or primary signification. Obs. rare. 

16x9 Sacrilege Handl. App. 43 Take him in his true 
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Etymon, and Morall will be, but, whatsoeuer concemeth 
Manners. 2626 W. Sclater Ex}. 2 7 'hess. (1629) 223 
’Atqjtoi, those are to them after the Grammer Etymon, men 
of no setled abode ; vaguing, or vagabond lewes. a 1634 
R. Clerke in Spurgeon Treas. Dav. Ps. exxii. 6 Peace de- 
nominates Jerusalem, *tis the etymon of the word, a 1834 
Coleridge (Webster), The import here given as the etymon 
or genuine sense of the word. 

1 4. The true name of a thing. Obs. 

1651 Biggs New Disp. 67 ? xo6 Neither dare they call 
their.. medicines by their proper Etymon; that is to say 
they hide Scammony under the name of diagredium. 

Hence Etymonic a. rare-'. Pertaining to the 
etymon ; etymological. 

18x3 W. Taylor Eng. Synonyms ( 1856) 128 The application 
of the word anterior to time only is neither based on ancient 
practice nor etymonic necessity. 

Eu, obs. var. of Yew. 

23u-, prefix, repr. Gr. (v-, combining form of 
ius good, used in neut. form as adv. « well. In 
Gr. the words with this as first element are pri- 
marily adjs. (often used as sbs., and in many in- 
stances giving rise to derivative sbs. or vbs.). Of 
these many are parasynthetic f. sbs., as evcrofxos 
having a good mouth, fi uro/x-a mouth, evexvt*® 1 ' 
having a good form, fi axnwo- form. In others the 
second element is a verbal root or a verbal adj. 
in -ro9 ; the sense of the compound varies (often 
in the same word) between active and passive ; 
in those that are active the prefix has the force of 
‘ well ’ ; in those of passive signification its sense 
is sometimes ‘well’, more commonly ‘easily 5 : 
thus, tvXafirfs ‘taking good hold’, ‘easy to take 
hold of’, fi Aaj8- * to take 5 ; tvirpa/cros ‘ doing well, 
prosperous 5 , ‘ easy to do f. vpatc- (updfraav) to 
do ; eirrrotTjTos well made, f. ttoluv to make. In 
Eng. the prefix occurs almost exclusively in words 
of Gr. derivation, as eulogy , euphemism, or formed 
on Gr. elements, as eucalyptus ; the few exceptions 
are terms of mod. scientific classification. 

In late L. the u in this prefix when occurring before vowels 
was consonantized (i, e. became v\ and in order to preserve 
the traditional quantity ol the syllable the e was made long, 
as in evangelium. The derivatives and cognates of evange - 
Hum are almost the only words current in Eng. with the 
ev - form of the. prefix ; in Fr. it is much more common, be- 
ing used even in recent formations from Gr. elements. 

Eubages : see Euhages. 

Eliboic (y^bJu-ik), a. [ad. L. Euboicus, Gr. 
Euj Qoitcbs, f. Ev ficia Euboea, the island now called 
Negropont.] Belongingto Euboea ; esp. in Euboic 
talent , a weight in use at the time of the Persian 
war. (Some authors write Eubocan in this as in 
other uses.) 

1667 Milton P. L. ii. 546 And [Aicides] Lichas from the 
top of Geta threw Into th* Euboic Sea. 1771 Raper Anc. 
Coins in Phil. Trans. LXI. 486 The Euboic Talent certainly 
came from Asia. 

Eubruche, var. of Eaubruche, Obs., adultery. 
Encairite (y£ke®T9it, y«karrsitfi Min. Also 
eukairite. [f. Gr. evxcup-os well-timed, opportune 
(f. €u- Eu- + tempos time, season) + -xte: see 
quot] A mineral, consisting principally of 
selenium, copper, and silver. 

1822 Cleaveland Min. 539 Eukairite . . was discovered 
about the time Berzelius completed his examination of the 
new metal Selenium. 1844 Dana Min. 487 Eucairite. 

Eucalyu (yS'kalin). Chem. [fi Eucaly-ptus 
+ -(i)n.] ‘A saccharine substance, produced in 
the fermentation of melitose (the sugar of the 
eucalyptus), under the influence of yeast’ (Watts 
Diet. Chem.). 

1864 H. Spencer Biol. J. 11 Starch, sugar, eucalyn, sorbin 
[etc.], are polymeric. 1878 Kingzett Anim. Chem , 404. 

Eucalypsiuthe (y£kali*psinj>). [fi Eucalyp- 
tus, after absinthe.] (See quot.) 

1875 H. C. Wood. Thera}. (1879; 88 Under the name of 
Eucalypsinthe, a liquor distilled from its leaves [those of 
Eucalyptus globulus] has appeared in European commerce. 

Eu calypt, rare. Anglicized form of next. 

x 835 F. von Mueller (title , Eucalyptographia : A De- 
scriptive Atlas of the Eucalypts of Australia. 

II Eucalyptus (ywkali*pt©s). PI. -i, -uses, 
[mod. Lat., as iff. Gr. *et/*dAv7rT0?, fi eu- (see- Eu-) 
+ KaXimrCs covered, f. raXim-rav to cover. The 
name, first given by L’heritier in 1788, was in- 
tended to mean ‘ well-covered 5 (cf. the Ger. name 
schbnmiitze) : the flower before it opens being pro- 
tected by a sort of cap (‘calyptra obverse hemi- 
sphserica’, L’heritier).] 

A genus of plants of the Nat. Order Myrtacese ; 
the Gum-tree of Australia and the neighbouring 
islands ; an individual tree of this kind. 

1809 Naval Chron. XXII. 388 The Thelaleuca, Casuarina, 
Eucalyptus. 1823 Syd. Smith Botany Bay Wks. 1859 lb 
22/x A London thief. . lodged under the bark of the dwarf 
eucalyptus, and keeping sheep . . is not an uninteresting 
picture. 1875 H. C. wood Therap. (1879) 89 Upon the 
lower mammalia the oil of Eucalyptus appears to act pre- 
cisely as it does on man. 1879 Temple Bar Oct. 237 The 
sombre eucalypti .. interspersed here and there by their 
dead companions. 

aitrib. 1875 Ure Did. Arts II. 309 s.v., Gas extracted 
from eucalyptus leaves. 1884 Syd. Soc. Lex., Eucalyptus oil. 


EUCHABISTIC. 

Hence are formed the names of various products ; 
as, SSucalypftene [ + -ene]. Eucalyptio. [ + -in] 
Bnealyptol [ + -ol], (See quots.) 

1879 Watts Did. Chem. VII. 2nd Suppl. 494 s.v., Euca- 
lyptol heated with phosphoric anhydride gives up water, 
and yields *eucalyptene, C^H 1 . 1853 Pharmac. Jrnl. 

XIII. 79 Kino consists principally of a peculiar substance 
(*eucalyptin) analogous .. to pectin. 1879 Wai~ts Diet. 
Chan. VII. 2nd Suppl. 493 * Eucalyptol, this compound is 
contained in large quantity in the volatile oil of Eucalyptus 
globulus . 1884 Pall Mall G, 28 July 12/2 Any preparation 

from which the slightest odour of eucalyptol is diffused. 

Eucarist, obs. form of Eucharist. 

Eueli, obs. form of Each. vr 

Euclxaris (y^-karis). Bot. [a. Gr. t$x a P l * 
pleasing, f, (see Eu -) + x«px$ grace.] A South 
American bulbous plant (N. 0. A maryllidacevi) 
bearing white bell-shaped flowers, much in re- 
quest for bouquets, etc. Also attrib. 

1866 Treas. Bot. 473/1 s.v. 1882 Garden 7 Jan. ro/3, I 
have several large pots of Eucharis in and coming into 
flower. 1882 Daily News 30 Dec. 2/2 Beyond where the 
palms five, are eucharis, with their great starry flowers. 
1884 Pall Mall G. 10 July 8/2 Each bridesmaid carried a 
bouquet of eucharis lilies and maidenhair ferns. 1885 
A t hence um 24 Jan. 126/1 Dahlia and eucharis bulbs. 

Eucharist (y/rkarist). Forms: a. 5 euka- 
ryste, 6 eucarist, -chariste, enchrist, 6- eucha- 
rist ; fi. 6 eueharistie, 8 eucharisty. [a. OF. 
e itcariste (cf. mod.F. eucharistie ), ad. late L. 
euckaristia, a. Gr. eix^ptoria thanksgiving, hence 
the Lord’s Supper, f. d t\dpiaros grateful, f. ev- (see 
Eu-) + stem of x a p' l C (<xdai to offer willingly. The 
fi forms may either be ad. L. or a. mod.F.] 

I. 1. Eccl. The sacrament of the Lord’s Supper ; 
the Communion. 

a 1400 Relig. Pieces fr. Thornton MS. (1867) 37 J>e brede 
of eukaryste, \>sX es J?e grace in ]?e sacrament of autere. 
1509 Barclay Shyp of Folys (1570) 174 Eucharist . . is the 
priestes seruice and busynes. a 1535 More On the Passion 
Wks. 1338/2 This blessed sacrament is also called Eucha- 
ristia. <2x600 Hooker (J.), Himself did better like of 
common bread to be used in the eucharist. <2x638 Mede 
Wks. 1. Ii. 287 Our Sacrament of Peace is called the Eu- 
charist. 1712 Sir G. Wheler Liturgy after Model of 
Ancients ( MSJ 195 The importance of the Holy Eucharisty 
is so great that they did. .give a general Scheme, how it 
shou’d be celebrated. 1786 W. Thomson Matsons Philip 111 
(1839) 335 Sigismond. .allowed them [the Hussites] the cup 
in the sacrament of the eucharist. 1845 S Austin Ranke's 
Hist. Ref. I. 255 It was not denied that the efficacy of the 
Eucharist in both kinds was more complete. 

2. The consecrated elements, esp. the bread. 
Phrases, To give, receive , etc. the Eucharist. 

1536 Bellenden Cron . Scot. (1821) II. 401 Thay spulyeit 
the eucarist out of the cais of silver. 1579 Fulke Heskins' 
Pari. 82 A.. priest sent to Serapion a little portion of the 
Eucharistie. 1644 Evelyn Mem. (1857) 1 . 103 The Emperor, 
Henry VII, who was . . poisoned with the Holy Eucharist. 
1660 R. Coke Power 6- Subj. 162 At no time a Priest is 
worthy to celebrate Mass, who hath not received the Eucha- 
rist. 1772 Priestley Inst. Relig. (1782) 11 . 352 Giving the 
eucharist to children was . . finally abolished. x86x Hook 
Lives A bps. I. vi. 323 The corporal presence of our Lord 
in the Eucharist. 1875 W. Smith Diet. C hr. Aniiq. I. 625 
Clement of Alexandria {Strom i, § 5. p. 318) speaks of 
ministers distributing the eucharist ( Tt\v fixapiaruiv 81a- 
mV-ai/res:) i.e. the elements, to the communicants. 

+ 3. The box or closed vessel containing the 
consecrated bread; the pyx. Obs. 

1535 Stewart Cron. Scot. III. 255 The siluer euchrist be 
ane cord . . that hangj ..." Tha pluckit doun.^ 1560 Wri Giles 
Charters (1859) P' xlviii, Ane rownd eucharist, ane chalece, 
ane plate. Ibid. p. xlvii, The pece of gold that held the 
breid within the eucharist. 

II. 4. Thanksgiving. 

16x3 R. C. Table Alph. (ed. 3), Eucharist, a thanksgiuing. 
1644 Jer. Taylor Apol. Liturgy §38 For which ability 
they should do well to pay their eucharist to the Holy 
Ghost. 1691-8 Norris Prod. Disc. 225 The Second calls 
for our Praise and Eucharist. <2x716 South Serm. (1744) 
VII. 12 He. .is. .led through a vale of tears to the region of 
eucharist and hallelujahs. 1879 Farrar St. Paul II. So 
Adding their Amen to the voice of Eucharist. 

Eucliaristial (y£kari*stiaiv [fi L. euchar- 
isti-a + -al.] A vessel intended to hold the bread 
consecrated for use at the Eucharist. 

1844 Lingard Anglo-Sax. Ch. (1858) II. i. 35 The eueba- 
ristial, or ‘new sepulchre of the body of Christ,’ in which 
was reserved the eucharist under the form of bread. Ibid. 
II. 42 The rubric ordered that the housel . . should be kept 
. .under the kind of bread in a vessel called the eucharistiaL 

Eucharistic (ywkari-stik), a. and sb. [fi Eu- 
charist + -ic ; cf. Fr. eucharistiqzie.] 

A. adj. 

1. Of or pertaining to the Eucharist. 

1664 H. More Myst. Iniq. xiii. 42 The belief of the 
Eucharistick Bread being the real Body of Christ, a 171X 
Ken Psyche Poet. Wks. 1721 IV. 242 Invites her to the 
Eucharistick Feast. 1847 Disraeli Tattered v. vi, The 
ceremony. . eternally invested with eucharistie grace. 1869 
Haddan A }ost. Succ. vill. (1879) 232 Poison administered in 
the Eucharistic cup. 

b. Of the nature of, or resembling, the Euchnrist. 

x86o W estcott In trod. ~ Study Gosp . vi. (ed. 5) 33s In this 
connexion the eucharistie meal at Emmaus gams a new 
meaning. 1877 Sparrow Serm. xii. x6x The taking of food, 
if sanctified by religion, is eucharistie. 

2. Of or pertaining to thanksgiving (occasionally 
with mixed notion of 1). 


EOTHABISTXCAL. 

2678 Citdworth IntelL Sysf. 401 He [Socrates] would 
have an Euchar [stick. Sacrifice offered to hirn [riisculapius] 
in his behalf as having now cured him at once of all 
diseases by Death. <*1711 Ken Edmund Poet. Wks. 1721 
II. 372 They sang new Eucharistick Strains To glorious 
God. 1853 J. Brown in Spurgeon Treas. Doth Ps. xviii. 
I. 280 It is a magnificent eucharistic ode. 188a Farrar 
Early Ckr, 1. 443 note, The meat-offerings were eucharistic, 
and the sin-offenngs expiatory. 

+ B. sb. - Eucharist 4. Obs. 

1623, Cockeram, Enckaristicke , a gluing of thankes. 1709 
Strype Ann . Ref. 1. vii. 107 marg., An eucharistic of the 
exiles to Jesus Christ. 

. Eucliaristical (y£kari*stikal), a. [f. as prec. 

+ -ICAL.] 

1. = Eucharistic A. 1. 

1534 More On the Passion Wks. 1342/ r The eucharisticall 
bread vpon which thankes bee giuen. 26x2 B rerewood 
Lang, § Relig. Pref. 7 The eucharistical elements are not 
naked and empty signs. x686 Horneck Crucif. Jesus. xviii. 
521 The Deacon . . poured some drops of the Eucharistical 
wine into her mouth. 1725 tr. D tepid s EccL Hist . 17 tk c. I. 
v. 128 That after the Memory of the Passion is finish’d, this 
Eucharistical Body is not destroyed. 1799 V. Knox Nat. 
Lord's. Supper Pref.(Rj, Those who understand them of the 
eucharistical bread and wine. 1842 Manning Serm. (18481 

I, xiv. 187 They, .offered the eucharistical sacrifice in their 
upper chambers. 

2 . = Eucharistic A. 2. 

1548 R. Hutten Sum of Diuinitie 66 b, Whiche be sacri- 
fices Eucharisticall, or of prayse? 1558 Bp. Watson Sev. 
Sacram . xiii. 79 Then the priest begynneth the Eucharisti- 
call sacryfyce of geuing thankes. .before the consecration. 
c 1645 Howell Lett. (1650) II. xo6 You should do well to 
intersperse among them som eucharisticall ejaculations. 
1795 Mason/ 7 /l M us. ii. 123 The music, .was originally set 
to a Eucharistical Hymn of Thanksgiving. 

Hen.ce Euckari stically adv. y in a eucharistic 
manner. 

1639 W. Sclater 2 nd Worthy Conmiuit. Rewarded 46 
Ho more is Christ offered up (save onely Eucharistically, 
and commemorativdy . 1710 W". Hume Sacred Success. 260 
They might find some way to communicate eucharistically. 

Eucfiaristize (y^harrstaiz)* v. [f. Eucharist 
+ -ize ; suggested by Gr. «&x a P t0T€ ^*] brans. A 
rendering of Gr. €vx n P L(rr ^ v (classically only intr. 
to give thanks’), as used for the nonce by Justin 
Martyr : To affect (the elements of the Lord’s 
Supper] by an act of thanksgiving. 

X714-7 J. Johnson Unbloody Sacrif (1724) 198 Our Saviour 
blessed or Eucharistized the Bread and Wine. 1737 Water- 
land Eucharist (ed. 2} 134 Justin Martyr speaks of the 
Elements being Eucharistized or blessed by the Prayer of 
the Word. 1876 J. H. Blunt Annot. Bk. Com. Prayer 
(ed. 7) 174 The bread and wine, .to be by Him eucharistized 
to the higher sphere and purpose of the new creation. 

Hence Eucharrstized. ppl. a Eueharrstizing 
vbl. sb. 

1737 Waterland Doct. Eucharist v. 128 Justin. Martyr .. 
calls the consecrated Elements by the Name of Eucha- 
ristized Food which looks as if he thought that the Thanks- 
giving was the Consecration : But yet, etc. 1714 J ohnson 
Unbloody Sacrif. <17241 198 The Blessing, or eucharistizlng, 
terminates on the Bread. 

EracMt© (y^'kait). Also 7 eucliet. [ad. late L. 
euchita, euchita , ad. Gr. evxtrrjs (misspelt «ux^ r7 7*)» 
f. evxrj prayer.] One of a sect which arose in the 
fourth century, taking its name from a belief that 
perpetual prayer was the only means of salvation. 
The name was also applied to later sects holding 
similar views. 

1585 Abp. Sandys Serm. (1841) 263 Give ourselves only to 
prayer. That is the error of the Euchites. 1621 J. Mater 
Eng. Catech., It Jthe Christian soule] will rather become 
an Euchet, by being continually lifted up in prayer. 1730-6 
in Bailey (folio*. 1882-3 Schaff Encycl. Relig. Kmnvl. 

II. 1478 Massalians, a Christian sect, which soon obtained 
other names, — Euchites. 

+ Buchlo*re* tz. Obs. [f. Gr. eu- (see Eu-) + 
XXcupbs green.] ‘ Of a distinct green colour; said 
of certain minerals 
1847 in Craig ; and in mod. Diets, 
t Buchlo'ric, a. Obs . [f. as next 4 - -ic.] Eu- 
chloric gas = E uchloeine. 

(The explanation in Craig and mod. Diets. 4 Having a dis- 
tinct green colour’ represents the meaning intended by 
Davy ; but the adj. seems to occur only in this connexion.) 

x8ix Edin. Rev. XVIII, 480 Themew compound . . may be 
denominated from its peculiarly bright green, euchlorine or 
euchloric gas. 

Euchlorine (yzz:klo»Tin). Chem. [f. Gr. <u- 
(see Eu-) 4- green 4 - -ink. Formed by Davy 

on the analogy of Chlorine, a word introduced 
by himself a few months earlier.] C A gaseous 
mixture of chlorine and oxide of chlorine, obtained 
by the action of hydrochloric acid on chlorate of 
potassium * (Watts Diet. Chem.). 

x8i2 Sir H. Davy Chem. Philos. 238, I discovered this 
elastic substance, .in January tSn, and gave to it the name 
of Euchlorine [note, Eu and xAwtfosI from, its bright yellow- 
green colour. *823 Faraday Exp. Res . xxl. 92 Fluid eu- 
chlorine was. obtained by enclosing chlorate of potash and 
sulphuric acid in a tube. 1873 Watts Fownes Chem, 187 
The euchlorine of Davy, prepared by gently heating potas- 
sium chlorate with dilute hydrochloric acid. 

Buchlorite (y^kloa'rait). Min. [f. Gr. eu- 4- 
X^oopus (cf. prec.) 4 - -ITE.} A variety of magnesia 
mica of a deep green colour, found at Chester 
(Mass.) in 1876. 
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5876 Amer. Jml. Sc. Ser. hi. XII. 231 Euchlorite. Mas- 
sive, in coarse elongated scales. 1879 Watts Diet. Chem. 
VIII. 3rd Suppl. 1. 762. 

|| Euchologion (yzzkolJwd^ii^n). Also 8 in 
Latin form -um. [ad. Gr. ei>x°hayiov prayer-book, 
f. tvxh prayer + A 07- ablaut stem of A iyuv to 
say.] A collection of prayers ; a prayer-book ; 
also, a book of ritual, primarily that of the Greek 
Church. 

1651 Jer. Taylor Holy Dying v. § 7 (1680) 261 A Prayer 
taken out of the Euchologion of the Greek Church, 1751 
Chambers Cycl. s. v., The euchologium is properly the Greek 
ritual. 1876 Prayer-bk, Interleaved 21 1 Forms by Basil 
and Chrysostom are given in the euchologion, 

t Etrchologne. Obs . [ad. Gr. evxo\ 6 ytov (see 
prec.), assimilated to epilogue , etc.] — prec. 

1646 J. Gregory Notes # Qbserv . (1650) 169 This Recollec- 
tion out of their own Euchologues, Pater noster qui es in 
Ccelis, etc. Ibid. 171 So the order in the Euchologue /3ajm£ei 
clutov 6 iepeus. 1700 Sir H. Chauncy Hist. Herts 47 Tis 
farther observ'd by the Euchologue of the Greek Church, 
that the Bishop having his formalities ^ upon him fumeth 
the Groundwork or Foundation, with his Incense circular 
wise. 

EueLology (yakpdodgi). Anglicized form of 
Euchologion. 

1659G auden Tears Ch. l xii. 93 Fanatick Errour.. in- 
sinuating it self, .in Prayers, Sacraments, and Euchologies. 
#17x0 Bp. G. Bull Whs. II. 556 He .. took out of the 
ancient euchologies, or prayer-books of the Jews, what was 
good and laudable in them. 1735 Johnson tr. Lobo's Voy. 
to Abyssinia 369 Father Goar, .has observ’d, in his Notes 
on the Euchology, etc. 1843 J. H. Newman Miracles 129 
To introduce a prosaic phraseology into, .the lessons of the 
Euchology. 

Hence Euc3iolo*gicaI a. rare , of or pertaining to 
euchologies. 

1844 Lingard Anglo-Sax. Ch. (1858) II. App. 414 The 
liturgical and euchological forms of her worship. 

Euchre (yzPkai], sb. Formerly also uker, 
yuker, eucre. [Of uncertain etymology. 

As Bower sb. \ one of the terms used in this game, is of 
Ger. origin, it has often been supposed that the word euchre 
is also from German, but no probable source has been found 
in that lang. Can it be a. Sp . yuca, in the phrase ser yuca, 
given by Caballero as an American expression for ‘ to be 
cock of the walk, to get the best in anything* {ser el gallito 
en alguna cosa, sobresalir en algo\%\ 

1. A game at cards, of American origin, played 
by 2, 3, or 4 persons, with a pack of 32 cards (the 
2, 3, 4, 5, 6 of each suit being rejected]. A player 
may, if he pleases, * pass’ or decline to play, but 
if lie undertakes to play, and fails to take 3 tricks, 
he or his side is said to be ‘ euchred’ and the 
other side gains two points. 

The highest cards at Euchre are the knave of trumps and 
the other knave of the same colour (see Bovver sb.*); the 
other cards used rank as in whist. There are various modi- 
fications of the game, as Railroad Euchre, played with the 
usual 32 cards and an extra blank card called ‘the joker', 
or ‘imperial trump’, which is superior to all; French 
Euchre, played with 24 cards ; and others. 

1846 in Smedes & Marshall Rep. High Court App. Mis- 
sissippi (1847) 60 No matter whether defendants played at 
pool, whist, uker, poker, etc. Ibid., Whist, yuker, brag, 
etc. 1850 {title). The game of Euchre, with its Laws. 
X856 Mayne Reid Quadroon xlvii, The thing was im- 
possible, as I had never played euchre. 1863 Dicey 
Federal St. II. 57 The men . . played the mysterious game 
of ‘euchre.* 1870 B. Hakte Heathen Chinee 21 We had a 
small game, And Ah Sin took a hand : It was euchre. The 
same he did not understand. 1872 Mark Twain Roughing 
It xxiii, At night, by the camp-fire, we played euchre ana 
seven up, to strengthen the mind. 1889 Pall Mail G. 27 
Feb. 3/2 Euchre was probably acclimatised on the Missis- 
sippi by the Canadian voyageurs, being a form of the 
French game of triomphe. 

2. An instance of ‘euchreing ’ or being 4 euchred’. 

1880 Amer. Hoyle 75 No, r deals, but . „ fearing a euchre, 

he turns down the trump. 

Hence Eu*ehreist, a player at euchre. 

x86x W. H. Russell in. Times 10 July, The sentry tells 
his captain, who is an euchreist, that ‘ It’s all right,’ and 
resumes his seat and his cigar. 

Euchre (yzPkaT, v. [f. prec. sb.] trans. At 
euchre : To gain the advantage over (an adversary) 
by his failure to take three tricks : see the sb. 
Hence transf. to outwit, 4 do’, ‘best’. Also, To 
euchre (a person) out qf \: a thing). 

c 1866 B. Harte Tennessee's Partner Wks. x88o II. 141 
‘ Euchred, old man 1 ’ said Tennessee smiling. 1880 in 
Webster (Suppl.) 1887 Concord{ N. Hamp.) Monitory Mar. , 
The stockholders . . have been euchered out of their in- 
vestments in Vermont railroads. 

Euchrist, obs. form of Eucharist. 
Buchroite (yarkr^oit). Min. [f. Gr. wxpo-o ? 
well-coloured, f. ev- (see Eu-) 4- XP°& colour 4- -its.] 
A hydrous arsenate of copper of a bright emerald- 
green colour. 

1823 W. Haidinger Mohs* Min. III. 94. 1835 Shepard 
Min. I. 189 Euchroite . . was discovered at Obethen in 
Hungary. 

+ Buchy’mous, a. Obs . [f. mod.L. euchym-us t 
(ad. Gr. €ux»/*ps, f. Gr. ev- Eu- 4 - Chyme) 
4- -OUS.] Conducive to a healthy condition of the 
blood or other fluids of the body. 

1651 Biggs New Disp . X95 Whatsoever is pleasant to the 
tongue, .nor very harsh to the stomack, that is cried up as 
euchymous, sound and wholesome. 
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So fErrcliysny [ad. Gr. ebxvpta]- Obs. A good 
state of the blood and other fluids of the body. 
1678-96 in Phillips. X72X-X800 in Bailey. x86q in Maynk. 

■f Buckyside-rite. Min. Obs. [f. Gr. €U- (see 
Eu-) 4- melting (f. to melt) 4- aibtjp-os 

iron 4* -ITE.] A variety of augite ; — Pyroxene. 

1823 W. Phillips Mint. 62 Euchysiderite . . may be con- 
sidered as an augite, of which iron enters into the compo- 
sition in an uncommon degree. 

Buclase (yw'kl^s). Min. [a. Fr. ettclase, f. Gr. 
€v~ (see Eu-) 4- nkaa-is breaking, f. fcka-etv to break ; 
so called on account of its easy cleavage.] A 
silicate of aluminium and glucinum occurring in 
light-green, transparent crystals. 

2804 Fourcroy Chem. II. 412 The primative form of eu- 
clase is a right rectangular prism. 2822 Imison Sc. § Art 
II. 93 Glucina , . has been procured from . . the euclase. 
x868 Dana Min. 380 Euclase receives a high polish, but is 
useless as an ornamental stone on account of its brittleness, 
1874 Westropp Man. Free. Stones 25 The euclase is also 
of the same chemical composition as the emerald. 

Buclid (y£-klid). [ad. Gr. Eu/cAeifi^s.] A 
mathematician of Alexandria who flourished about 
300 b.c. : hence, a. the works of Euclid, esp. the 
Elements (cf. Elements) ; b. a copy of the same, 

1581 MuLCASTBn Positions xli. (1887) 241 [He] gave them 
a number of Euclides of his owne coast. 1665 J* Sergeant 
Sure-footing 163 To study my Book with that severity as 
they would do an Euclid. 1843 Stoddart in Encycl Metrop. 
(1847! I. 42/1 When we read Euclid, we find neither first 
person nor second in any part of his whole Work. Mod. We 
don’t approve of symbolical Euclids. They were examined 
in Algebra and Euclid. 

Euclidean (y«kli'd#m, y«klidJ*an), a. Also 
Euclidian, [f. L. Eudtde-us , Gr. ’Eunkeideios (f. 
Eticlid-es , E vKkdidijs Euclid) + -an.] Of or per- 
taining to Euclid ; that is according to the prin- 
ciples of Euclid. 

By recent writers Euclidean geometry has been used as 
the distinctive name of the geometry based on an acceptance 
of the axioms laid down by Euclid, as distinguished from 
the systems 1 constructed e.g. by Lobatchewsky, Grassmann, 
Riemann > which develop the consequences that would fol- 
low from the rejection of some of these. So also Euclidean 
space : the kind of space actually known to us, for which 
these axioms are valid, as opposed to hypothetical kinds of 
space for which one or more of the axioms would be false. 

x66o Barrow Euclid Pref. 12714 2 The whole Euclidean 
work, c 1865 in Wylde'sCirc. Sc. 1. 551/2 Euclidean geometry 
tolerates no such imperfections. 1883 Standard No. 18464. 
5 This abstruse discourse on Euclidian space and magni- 
tudes of four dimensions. 1883 American VII. 75 This 
would be their Euclidian geometry. 

f Eu clionism. obs. rare- 1 , [f. Eudibn-em 
the name of a miser, the chief character in Plautus’ 
A ulularia 4- -ism.] Stinginess. 

1599 Nashe Lenteji Stuffe 3 Those grey heard Huddled- 
duddles. .were strooke with such stinging remorse of their 
miserable Euciionisme and snudgery. 

Encnemic (yz/knrmik';, a. nonce-wd. [f. Gr. 
w/crfjfjL-is well-greaved (an epithet of Homeric 
heroes), f. eu- (see Eu-) 4- Ktnrjph greave 4- ~ic.] 
Well-greaved ; hence belonging to ancient Greece. 

1851 Erased s Mag. XLI II. 249 The existence of togate 
and eucnemic proficients in the art of angling is com- 
petently attested. 

Eucnemi&al (ywknrmidal), a. nonce-wd. [f. 
Gr. tvKvrjjuh- stem of evfcvrj/jus (see prec.) 4 - -al.] 
Pertaining to a well-greaved man ; hence quasi- 
sb. pi. : Stout leggings. 

1839 New Monthly Mag. LVI. 30 A collection of weather 
clothing, contemporary with, and equally efficacious as, 
the eucnemidals before alluded to. 

Elicolite (y^’k^lsit). Min. Also ettkolite, 
-yte. [f. Gr. ev /coX-os easily satisfied (f. eu- (see 
Eu-) + koXov food) 4- -ITE. The name is founded 
on the fact that it contains less zirconia than 
wohlerite does.] A variety of eudialyte. 

1847 Scheerer in Fogg. Ann. 565 [Explains that he gave 
this name to the mineral ‘ because it contented itself so to 
speak, with iron oxide in default of zirconia ’]. 1849 Amer. 

Jml. Sc. Ser. 11. VIII. 226 On Eukolite, a new Mineral 
1868 Dana Min. 249 Eucolite is from islands of the Lan- 
gesund fiord in Norway. 2882 Watts Diet. Chem. II. 605 
Eukolyte is distinguished by the presence of cerium. 

Bttcrasy (yz7*krasi). Also 7 eucraey, 8 eu- 
chrasy. [ad. Gr. tv/epaoi-a good temperature, f. 
ev/eparo? well-tempered, f. ev- (see Eu-) 4- Kpa~, 
Kepavvvvcu to mix.] Such a due or well-proportioned 
mixture of qualities as constitutes health or sound- 
ness. ■ 

1607 Walkington Opt. Glass xv. In this eucrasy there Is 
an absolute symmetric. 1642 W. Price Serm. 39 Of this 
Eucracy, this healthful 1 temper and constitution, the City 
once was. 1670 Maynwaring Vita Sana vi. 79 It is some 
dayes before the stomach recover its eucrasy, and perform 
its office well 1729 Quincy Med. Diet., Euckrasy . Hence 
in mod. Diets. 

t Eucra’tic, a. Obs « rare— 1 , [f. Gr. (u/rpar-os 
(see prec.) + ic.] (See quot.) 

1795 tr. Mercieds Fragments 1. 56 A state truly eucratic 
. . where good and ill are intermingled, hut where the good 
preponderate. ' - 

t EucticaX (yzrktikal), a. Ohs. [f. Gr. ev/cruc-o? 
pertaining to prayer (f. evxea6ai to pray) 4 - -al.} 
Pertaining to prayer ; supplicatory. 
a 1638 Mede Whs. x. xlix, Eucharistical Offerings are such 


EUDAXMO^OLOGrY, 


EUHEMEBISM, 


whose end is Thanksgiving to God .. Euctical .. such as 
are made to God . . when we come to pray before him. 
174$ Bp. E, Law Theory Relig. 227 Hence was the Origin 
of Sacrifices, as they are distinguished into expiatory, 
euctical, and eucharisticaL 
Hence EuxticaXly adv. 

a 1638 Mede IVks. 1. lx. 291 The Heave-offering . . was as 
it were an Offering of his own, and therefore he applieth it 
Euctical ly. 

Eudai:monoTogy. rare- 1 , [f. Gr. evtiaipav, 
e vfiaiixov-os fortunate, happy + -,,()) logy.] (See 
quot.) Hence EudaPmozLOlo'giam. 

4183a Bentham Deontology I. xx. 320 The employment 
of the word Eudaimonology, to represent the utilitarian 
doctrines, and Eudaimonologians its professors. 

Eudemon, -daemon (ymh~-mon). [a. Gr. eu- 
daifuov fortunate, happy, f. eu- (see Eu-) 4- haipccv 
guardian, genius. Sense 2 is of mod. origin, and 
not according to Gr. idiom.] 

1 . Astrol. (See quot.) 

1706 Phillips fed. Kersey), Eudcemon, the Eleventh House 
of a Celestial Figure, so call’d by Astrologers, upon ac- 
count of its good and prosperous Significations. 1730-6 in 
Bailey (folio ’. 1819 J as.' Wilson Diet. Astrol. 94 Eudemon, 
the good demon, the nth house, so called because it is the 
source of as many good things as the 12th house is of evil. 

2 . A good angel ; = Agathodemon. 

1629 H. Burton Babel no Bethel Ep. to Cholmley 1 For 
the style. .1 tooke it to bee some lesmtes, some Eudemon’s, 
or Cacodaemon’s, or the like. 1730-6 in Bailey (folio). 
1834-43 Southey Doctor (1848)672/1 The simple appendage 
of a tail will eacodemonise the Eudaemon. 

Eudemonic, -daemonic (yzZd/mp-nik), a. 
[ad. Gr. evdcupoviK-os, f. evSaipovta happiness.] 

1 . Conducive to happiness ; viewed as conducive 
to happiness. 

1865 J. Grote Treat. Mor. Ideas vi. (1876) 72 The former 
of these is the eudaemonic worth of actions. 

2 . pi. a. (after Gr. rcL cvdcupovuca) (see quot. 
a 1832). b. (2 nonce-use ) Appliances for comfort, 
means of happiness. 

41832 Bentham Logic Wks. (1838-43 1 VIII. 289 Eudae- 
monics, or the art of applying life to the maximization of 
wellbeing. 1865 J. Grote Treat. Mor. Ideas ii, (18761 13 Eu- 
dsemonics however has generally been, and is likely to be, 
exceedingly ideal. 1883 Burton & Cameron To Gold 
Coast for Gold I. iv. 137 Bright sun and pure air . . better 
eudaemonics than purple and fine linen. 

So Eudemo'nical a. 

1865 J. Grote Treat. Mor. Ideas i. (1876) 8 The axiom 
might be very sterile in results without eudaemonical ob- 
servation to give us particulars about the pain. 

Eudemonism, -daemonism (ywdrmsmz’m). 
Also 9 eudaimonisni. [f. Gr. evSatpovia happi- 
ness (f. «u 5 aificov happy, f. eb- Eu- + Sat/xocv guardian 
genius : see Demon) + -ism.] 

That system of ethics which finds the foundation 
of moral obligation in the tendency of actions to 
produce happiness. 

1827 De Quincey Last Days Kant Wks. 1862 III. iox 
note, Ethics, braced up into stoical vigour by renouncing 
all effeminate dailyings with Eudeemomsm. 1839 Blackw. 
Mag. XLV. 845 In England men were satisfying them- 
selves.. with the unveiled eudemonism of Paley. 1866 
Ferrier Grk. Philos. I. xi. 277 Eudaimonism, or the philo- 
sophy of happiness. 1876 M. Arnold Lit. <$• Dogma 47 
We English are taunted with our proneness to an un- 
worthy eudemonism. 

Eudemonist, -daemonist (y^dfmanist). 
Also -daimonist. [f. as prec. + - 1 ST.] One who 
believes in eudemonism. 

1818 Coleridge in Lit. Rem . (1836) I. 273 Yet this is the 
common argumentum hi circulo in which the eudemonists 
flee and pursue. 1840 Q. Rev . LXY. 494 The enlightened 
Eudemonist. ; by his first maxim necessarily excludes the 
idea of a divine^ revelation. 1866 Ferrier Grk. Philos. I. 
xi. 292-3 The utilitarians or Eudaimonists define the good 
as centring in happiness. 1872 Minto Eng. Lit. 1. i. 48 
He [Be Quincey] described himself as a Eudaemonist. 

Hence JEudemourstic a of or pertaining to 
eudemonism. Eudemonistical a. — prec. 

1855 Ess . Intuitive Morals 67 Whence come these re- 
ligious considerations which are so completely to modify 
our Eudaimonistic ethics. x866 Ferrier Grk. Philos. I. an. 
283 Socrates . . had strong utilitarian, even eudaimonistic, 
tendencies. x88x Mod. Rev. Oct. 718 We reject the Israel- 
itish morals as eudaemonistical. 

Eudemonize, -dasmonize (yudPmsnmz),z. 

rare— 1 , [ad. Gr. evbaipovt^-uv, £. tvdaijjtcov happy,] 
trans. To consider happy. 

1876 Grote Eth. Fragm. v. 154 No person is entitled to 
be called happy, whom the intelligent and reflective ob- 
server does not macarise (or eudaemonise). 

Eude’mony, -dae'mony. rare. [ad. Gr. 
cvScufiov-ia, f. as prec.] Happiness, prosperity. 

1730-6 in Bailey (folio), 1885 J. Martineau Types Eth. 
Theory (18 86) II. n. iii. 509 The best defence of the invari- 
able eudaemony of Virtue proceeds from Shaftesbury, 

Eudialyte (y^dsratait). Min. Also erron. 
©iidyalite [f. Gr. evSidAvros easily dissolved, f. eu- 
(see Eu-) + dtaXdetv to dissolve (see Pialyse) ; the 
name refers to the solubility of the mineral in 
hydrochloric acid.] A vitreous bisilicate of zir- 
conium, iron, calcium* sodium, and other elements, 
occurring in rhombohedral crystals, rose pink or 
brownish red; first found at Kangerdluarsuk in 
Greenland. Cf. Euoolite. 
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2837 Penny Cycl. X. 64/a Eudyalite. 2887 Dana Man. 
Min , ed. 4) 275 Eudialyte. 

Eudiometer (y«di ) £> , mi'toi\ [f. Gr. cv&o-s 
clear , weather) (f. eu- Eu- + dif- stem of Levs, 
At 6 s the god of the sky and the atmosphere) + 
fiirpov measure.] 

An instrument for testing the purity of the air, 
or rather the quantity of oxygen it contains. 

Various kinds have been in use, but the commonest is 
that invented by Dr. Ure, consisting of a tube closed at 
one end, in which certain quantities of hydrogen and atmo- 
spheric air are exploded over water by an electric spark. 
From the rise of the water in the tube inferences are drawn 
as to the amount of oxygen that was present. The apparatus 
is also, and now chiefly, employed in the analysis of gases. 

X777 De Magellan \title\, Glass apparatus for making 
mineral waters.. with the description of some new Eudio- 
meters. 1792 A. Young Trav. France 153 He has a large 
course of eudiometrical experiments going on at present, 
particularly with Fontana’s and Volta’s eudiometers. 1807 
Pepys Eudiometer in Phil. Trans . XGVII. 249 Known 
quantities of the air to be tried, and of nitrous gas. being 
mixed, were admitted . . into a graduated tube, which he 
[Priestley] denominated a eudiometer. 1825 Faraday Exp. 
Res. xxx. 161 Seven volumes of this mixture were detonated 
in a eudiometer tube by an electric spark. 1877 W. Thom- 
son Voy. Challenger I. i. 28 The eudiometer has the legs 
of glass united by an india-rubber tube of suitable length. 

Hence Eudioxne tric a., of, pertaining to, or 
requiring the use of the eudiometer or eudiometry. 
Eudiome'trical a. — prec. Eudiometrically 
adv., in a eudiometric way; by the use of a 
eudiometer. Suclio'metry, the art or practice of 
using the eudiometer either for ascertaining the 
purity of the air, or in the analysis of gases. 

1854 Scoffern in Orr's Circ. Sc. Chem. 321 The analy- 
sis . . may be . . effected by the ^eudiometric method. 1859 
Todd Cycl. Anai. V. 378/1 The eudiometric researches of 
a number of observers. 1792 [see Eudiometer]. 1794 G. 
Adams Nat. $ Exp. Philos. I. xi. 437 Graduated glass 
tubes for ^eudiometrical experiments. 1852 Th. Ross Hum- 
do lilt’s Trav. I. v. 173 The absorption of two gases in 
a eudiometrical tube. 1808 Henry in Phil. Trans. XCVIII. 
290 After trying, *eudiometrically, the quality of an ali- 
quot part of the gas in the receiver. x88x W. Crookes in 
Nature XXIII. 423 Collecting samples [of gas] and ana- 
lysing them eudiometrically. 1800 Henry Epit. Chem. 
(ed. 5) 139 The application of nitrous gas to the purpose 
of *eudiometry. 1826 — Elem. Chem. I. 237 Platinum 
in this form becomes, therefore, a most useful agent in 
eudiometry. 1853 W. Gregory Inorg. Chem. (ed. 3) 82 
When it is required to ascertain the exact proportion of 
oxygen in any specimen of air .. The operation is called 
eudiometry, and the instruments employed eudiometers. 

Eudipleural ( y£diplu**ral), a. [f. Gr. eu- (see 
Eu-) + 5 i-s twice 4- irhevp-a the side + -al.] Having 
two equal and symmetrical halves. 

1878 Bell Gegenbauer's Comp. Anal. 128 The radiate 
form of body . . is replaced [in the Vermes] by the eudi- 
pleural form. 

Eue, obs. f. Ewe and Yew. 

+ Eue'ctic. Obs. Spelt evectic in Diets, [ad. 
Gr. €V€tcTtK- 7 ) (r 4 x vr ) ), fem. of €V£tmjcos pertaining 
to a good habit (of body), f. phrase eu %x €LV to be 
well (eu well, %x eiv lit. to have); see Eu- and. 
Hectic.] (See quot.) 

*574 J- Jones Nat. Beginning Grow ; Things 45 Three 
partes of the Arte curative : First Euectick, whose scope is 
to keep the helthie in the same State. [1706 Phillips, Eu~ 
eetica (Gr.), that part of Physic which shews how to get a 
good habit of Body.] 1721 Bailey Evectick. 

Hence in same sense Ene*ctLcs//. [after mat he- 
matics, optics , etc.] 

1823 Crabb Technol. Diet., Evectics. So in mod. Diets. 
Euemerisnx, etc., obs. f. Euhemerism, etc. 
Euer, obs. var. Ewer. 

Euerose, var. of Ewrose, Obs., rose-water, 
t Eufo*rbe, Eufo rbie. Obs. Anglicized 
form of Euphorbium. 

1436 PoL Poems (1859) II. X73 Wee shulde have no nede 
to skamonye, Turbit, euforbe, etc. X460-70 Bk. Quintessence 
16 A lltil of euforbie, or turbit, or sambucy. 1541 R. Copland 
Guy dons Quest. Ckirurg Water in the whiche is steped 
and dyssolued the vertue of Euforbie. 

Euforbium, obs. form of Euphorbium. 
Eufrage, obs. var. of Euphrasy, eyebright. 
Euge (y u‘&$i). [a. L. euge, a. Gr. 6uyc well 

donel] An exclamation of Euge l ; approval, 
commendation. 

i6S5 Gurnall Ckr. in Arm. 14 x. § 1 (1669) 40/1 To give 
you the Euge of a Faithful servant. 1692 J. Edwards Re- 
markable Texts 256 To look for the euge's of angels, and 
the applause of Heaven. 1798 Root in A mer.Law Rep. I. 
i Happiness consists primarily in . .the pleasing anticipation 
of a final euge of well done good and faithful servant. 

Eugenesic (y£dgzhe*sik), a. [f. next + -ic.] 
Capable of breeding freely ; applied esp. to those 
hybrids that are fertile. 

1864 Reader No. 94. 476/3 An eugenesic progeny (Le. a 
progeny every generation of which is perfectly fruitful). 
1878 Bartley tr. Topinard' s Anihrop. 11. vii. 369 Eugenesic. 

ihlgenesis (ywd^e-nrsis). Biol. [£ Gr. fu- (see 
Eu-) + -ytvems generation : see Genesis.] The 
quality of breeding well or freely ; the production 
of young by the union of individuals of different 
species or stocks. In mod. Diets. 

ISngenetic (ywd^&e-tik), a. [£ Eugenesis, 


after Genetic.] Of or pertaining to eugenesis, 
favourable to the production of healthy offspring. 

2887 Aikemcum 5 Nov. 607/3 These tendencies towards 
deterioration are to be met by endeavours , . to encourage 
marriage only under eugenetic conditions. 

Eugenia (y^dgrnia). Bot. [mod.Lat. : the 
name was given in 1729 by Michel i in honour of 
Eugene, Prince of Savoy.] A genus of tropical 
trees (N.O. Myrtacem ), mostly found in America 
and the West Indies, of which the most im- 
portant is E. Pimenta or Allspice Tree. 

1775 Ash, Eugenia , a genus of plants, the silver tree. 
1875 Miss Bird Sandwich I si. (2880) 81 The great glossy- 
leaved Eugenia — a forest tree as large as our largest elms. 

Hence Bugemic (acid) [+ -ic], C m 0 2 , 
oxidized essence of cloves. Etrg'exrin [+ -in], 
clove-camphor; a crystalline substance deposited 
from water which has been distilled from cloves. 
Bxrgenol [ 4- -ol] = eugenic acid. 

1838 T. Thomson Chem. Org. Bodies App. 1057 Oil of 
cloves, or eugenic acid. 1882 Watts Diet. Chem. II. 604 
Eugenic acid, when exposed to the air, quickly assumes a 
darker colour and becomes resinous. 1847 Craig, Engenin. 
x886 Sci. A merican 25 Sept. 296 Eugenol represents the 
strength of the essential oil of cloves. 

lEatigeiiic (y^dge'nik), a. and sb. Biol. [f. Gr. 
eu- (see Eu-) + root yw- to produce (Gr. had eu- 
yev/js well-bom) + -ic.] 

A. adj. Pertaining or adapted to the production 
of fine offspring, esp. in the human race. 

1883 F. Galton Hum. Faculty 24 Various topics more or 
less connected with that of the cultivation of race, or as we 
might call it, with ‘ eugenic * questions, 1886 G. Allen in 
Fortn. Rev . 1 Oct. 458 The result, .would be as bad, .if he 
made the choice [of a wife] himself on abstract biological 
and * Eugenic * principles. 

B. sb. in pi. [after analogy of economics, politics, 
etc.] The science which has this for its object. 

1883 F. Galton Hum. Faculty 44 The investigation of 
human eugenics, that is, of the conditions under which men 
of a high type are produced. 1890 Univ. Rev. May 54 
People will fall in love, in spite of your eugenics, 

Eugenism (y^-dg/niz’m). [f. as prec. + -ism.] 

(See quot.) 

1887 A then&um 31 Dec. 897/3 ‘Eugenism/ the word sug- 
gested by him [Mr. Galton] some time ago. .to express the 
aggregate of the most favourable conditions for healthy and 
happy existence. 

Eugli, Euglien, obs. ff. Yew, Yewen a. 

II EnJia*ges, enba*ges, sb. pi. Celtic Antiq. 
[JLat., occurring twice in a passage of Ammianns 
Mareellinus ; the form cubages in one of the places 
is a scribal error. The better form euhages is evi- 
dently due to a misreading of Gr. ovartis, Strabo’s 
spelling of a Gaulish word = 'L.vates prophet ; Am- 
mianus must have read evaycis, and taken this for 
the pi. of evayrjs pure, holy. Cf. Ovate.] (See quot.) 

z6oa Holland Amm. Marcel, xv. ix. The Eubages . . 
searching into the highest altitudes of nature’s worke, en~ 
devoured to lay open and declare the same. 1752 Chambers 
Cycl., Eubages , an order of priests, or philosophers, among 
the antient Celtae, or Gauls. 2809 Kendall Trav. II. xlv. 
124 The euhages cultivated what they called natural 
philosophy. 1827 G. Higgins Celtic Druids 275 The Eu- 
bages or prophets were the third order. 

Euharmomc (ywhaim^-nik) a. [f. Gr. *u- 
(see Eu-) + apfiov-ia harmony + -IC.] Producing 
perfect harmony. In Eu harmonic organ: seequots. 
# x8xx Liston Perfect Intonation ^ The Enharmonic Organ 
is contrived - . to enable the musician, .to produce harmony 
absolutely perfect, while the keyboard remains the same as 
before. 2876 J. W. Moore Diet. Mus. Inf . , Enharmonic 
Organ , invented by Joseph Alley and H. W. Poole at 
Newbury Port, Mass., 1848. It gives all the tones of the 
ancient enharmonic scale. 

EuEemerism (yz/hrmeriz’m). Also 9 Eue- 
merism. [f. L. Euhemer-us, Gr. Ji&fjfiepos (see 
below) + -ism.] The method of mythological in- 
terpretation which regards myths as traditional 
accounts of real incidents in human history, 

Euhemerus, a Sicilian (4326 b ; c.) was the author of a book 
called ‘Iepa *Avaypa$rj, in which he ^ maintained that the 
deities of Hellenic mythology were deified men and women, 
and pretended to cite authentic records of their lives. 

1846 Grote Greece 1. xvi. I. 596 In regard to the Thracian 
god Zaimosis, the Hellespontic Greeks interpreted his cha- 
racter and attributes according to the scheme of Euemerism. 
X864 Max Muller Sc. Dang. Ser. n. ix. (1868) 397 Eu- 
hemerism has become the recognized title of that system 
of mythological interpretation which . . reduces the gods of 
old to the level of men. 

So Eixlxe*m€3ri.8t [ + -ist], one who follows the 
method of Euhemerus; also attrib. (quasi-az#.). 
SulLemeri'stic a. [f. prec. + -ic], a. of persons ; In- 
clined to euhemerism ; b. of things ; Of the nature 
of or resembling euhemerism. Eulie inerize 
a. trans. To subject to euhemeristic interpretation ; 
also, To euhemerize into or out of. b. inlr. To 
follow the method of Euhemerns. Enlieinerlzed 
ppl. a. Euhe-merizing- vbl. sb. (in quot. attrib/). 

1856 Max Muller Chips (x88o) II. xvi. 115 It is easier to 
answer these German than the old Greek *euhemerist. 187s 
Tylor Prim. Cult. I. 252 The modem f euhemerists ’ . .111 
part adopted the old interpretations. 2884 Academy 22 Mar. 
205 Saxo.. treats Odin and Baldr in euhemerist fashion. 
2856 Max Muller Chips (1880) II. xvi. 115 * Euhemeristic 
critics. 2876 H. Spencer Pritic. Sociol. (1877) 1. 23a This 
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interpretation will be called Euhemeristic. 1847 J- W* 
Donaldson Find. Protestant Pritic. 140 One of its [Genesis'] 
editors *euhemerized into spurious narratives some of the 
deep symbolism of the original vaticination. 1881 Fraser's 
Mag- Mar. 355 To euhemerise^ rationalise and etherialise 
them, [nursery heroes] out of existence. 1887 X. Taylor in 
Academy 3 Sept. 143/2 The legend of Semiramis was a *euhe- 
merised version of the story of Istar. 1871 Farrar Witn. 
Hist, ii. 57 He did but extend to the New Testament the *Eu- 
hemerisingprinciples which Eichhorn had applied to the Old. 

Eukairite : see Eucairite. 

Eukolite.-yte : see Eu oolite. 

Enleriau (yzrils’rian), a . [f. Euler, the name 
of a celebrated Swiss mathematician (1707-83) 
+ -IAN,] Of, pertaining to, or discovered by, 
Eider; as Ettlenan constant, function, integral. 

1882 Minchin Unipl. Kinemat 139 In the first case what 
we have done for the fixed-space point P we imagine to be 
done for all fixed-space points ; and in the second case we 
imagine our record to he similarly kept for every individual 
fluid particle . .They are. .often called the Eulerian and the 
Lagrangian methods, respectively, 1886 Todhunter In- 
tegral Calculus 249 We shall now prove an important equa- 
tion which connects the two Eulerian integrals. Ibid. 255 
The quantity C is called Euler’s constant. 

Euloge, obs. f. Eulogy. 

II Eulogia (yzdtfu-dsia). [Eccl. Lat, a. Gr, eu- 
Xofia inNT. T. ' blessing V; see Eulogy.] a. A 
name applied by the early Christians to the Eu- 
charist. b. A portion of the consecrated bread 
reserved for those who were not present at the 
communion* c. In the Greek church, the uncon- 
secrated bread remaining after communion, blessed 
by the priests and given to the non-communicants ; 
also bread, sweetmeats, etc. blessed and distributed 
as tokens of mutual love. See Eulogy 2. 

1751 in Chambers Cycl. 1849 Rock Ch. of Fathers I. 137 
This holy loaf or eulogia was meant to be an emblem of . . 
brotherly love. 1883 Addis & Arnold Cat It. Diet. s. v. 
Eulogise , The Eulogia, then, was a substitute— though of 
course a most imperfect one. .for Holy Communion, whence 
the Greek name, avrCSiopov. 

f XSulogi'acalf a. Obs. rare - 1 . [f. Eulogi-um 

+ -aoal,] = next. 

1654 Vilvain Epit. Ess. vi. 34 Eulogiacal Elegies. 

Bulogic (y^Wgik), a. rare. [f. Eulogy + -rc.] 
Pertaining to eulogy; containing praise; com- 
mendatory. 

*753 Chambers Cycl. Supp. s.v. AS otic, iEolic verse, .is 
otherwise called eulogic. 183 2 Frasers Mag. III. 563 
Passing by numerous passages that are too unintelligible., 
even for the eulogic commentaries of his sworn admirers. 

t Enlo’gicalj, a. Obs.~° [f. as prec. + -al.] 
a. = prec. 11 b. (See quot. 1656-81.) 

1656-81 Blount Glossogr ., Eulogical well spoken. 1693- 
1732 in Coles. 1818 Todd, Eulogical, commendatory, con- 
taining praise. In mod. Diets. 

Hence Bnlo’glcaHy adv., by way of eulogy. 

1634 Sir T* Herbert Trav. 161 Magnifying eulogically 
their great Mahumed. 28x8 in Todd. In mod. Diets. 

Eulogicms (y^l<Ju*d,3ios), a. rare . [f. Eulogi- 
um + -oiiS.] Full of eulogy ; eulogistic. 

1887 Sat. Rev. 3 Dec. 768 Mery wrote lengthy prefaces 
and eulogious introductions. 1890 Harper's Mag. Mar. 
562/1 To detain the reader with eulogious phrases. 

Eulogism (yirldd^iz’m). [f. Eulog-y + -ism.] 
A eulogistic speech ; eulogistic language. 

*761 London 4* Environs IV. 143 (Jod.) The pompous 
eulogisms bestowed on this bridge. > 1853 Felton Fam. 
Lett, xxiii. (1865) 195 Passing a glowing eulogism on her 
enlightened policy. 1864 Realm 30 Mar. 4 The eager 
eulogism which the Ministers of Queen Victoria accord to 
the conspirators against her Imperial ally. 

Eulogist (yWdgist). [f. as prec. + -ist.] One 
who eulogizes ; one who speaks or writes in com- 
mendation of a person or thing. 

1808 Han. More Ccelebs I. iv. 41 The eulogist of the 
L' Almanac des Gourmands. 1853 C. Bronte Villette xix. 
(1876) 133, I must not from the faithful narrator degenerate 
into the partial eulogist. 1876 Bancroft Hist. U. S. IV. 
li. 289 Franklin, when he died, had. .the great and the good 
throughout the world as his eulogists. 

Eulogistic (yttlud^rstik), a. [f. prec. + -ic.] 
Pertaining to or expressive of eulogy ; of the nature 
of eulogy ; commendatory, laudatory. Const, of. 

1825 Syd. Smith Wks. (1859) II. 71 Some adjunct of the 
eulogistic cast, such as moderate, .or practical. 1827 Ben- 
tham Rationale Evid. Wks. 1843 VII. 224 Scotch lawyers 
..do not plaster over the foulness of their system with 
eulogistic daubings. 1848 H. Miller First Impr. vi. (1857) 
95 The inscription is eulogistic of the poet’s character. 

Hence Eulogistical a. = prec. In mod Diets. 

EnlogTstically adv. f in a eulogistic manner. 

1831 Croker in Boswells Johnson 20 July an. 1763 note , 
To talk thus eulogistically of ‘the very spirited exertions* 
of a piratical bookseller. 1848 Erase? s Mag. XXXVIII. 
501 He writes, .too eulogistically for a critic. 

Euloginm {yulo^d^ibm). PL eulogiums ; 
also 8 eulogia. [a. med.L. eulogium , app. formed 
by a confusion between elogium (see Elogium) and 
eulogia (see Eulogy), being used in both senses.] 

A laudatory discourse ; a formal expression of 
praise ; - Eulogy i. 

1706 Phillips, Eulogium, an Elogy, a praising or speaking 
well of. 1711 Addison Sped. No. 68 f 2 He. .falls into a 
general eulogium offriendship. 1789 B enth am Princ. Legist. 
xiii. § 6 Allowing nothing to approach the throne but mer- 
cenary eulogiums. 1808 Med. Jml. XIX. 464 Just eulogia 
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on the Navy and Army practitioners. > 2838 Dickens Nich. 
Nick, xxv, These remarks put a termination to Mr. Grum- 
mles's eulogium. 1848 H. Miller First Impr, ii. (1857; 20, 
I realized., the justice of the eulogium of Thomson on the 
art of the architect. 

b. Eulogistic speaking ; «= Eulogy i b. 

2802 Paris as it was II. Ixviii. 334 A master-piece of art, 
which is above all eulogium. 2863 Trollope Orley F . vi. 
They are very nice. . How can he avoid eulogium? 

Eulogize (yarlffdgoiz), v. [f. Eulog-y + -ize.] 
1 . trans. To pronounce a eulogy upon ; to speak 
or write in commendation of; to extol, praise. 

atBxo Huddesford Satir. Poems (T,), Those Who. eulo- 
gize their country’s foes. 1815 W. H. Ireland Scribbleo - 
■mania 25 Rhymsters who. .meanest actions eulogize. 1865 
Lecky Ration. II. v. 200 He eulogised constitutional 
government as immeasurably superior to despotism. 

If 2 . Used to represent Gr. tvkoydv in sense ‘ to 
bless 

2885 E. S. Ffoulkes Prim . Consecr. ix. 419 What our 
Lord . had effected by blessing and giving thanks . . by 
eulogising them, as S- Cyril has it. 

Hence Eulogizer, one who eulogizes; a eulogist. 
2837 New Monthly Mag. XLIX. 341 The eulogizers of 
the wisdom of our ancestors. < 2866. Alger Solit. Nat. 
Man iv. 200 An atheistic eulogizer of nothingness. 
Eulogoma*nia. nonce-wd. A mania for eulogy. 
2802 Syd. Smith Wks. (1859) I. 4/2 Why should Dr. Parr 
confine this eulogomania to the literary characters of this 
island alone? 

Eulogy .(y»*W8gi), Forms: (? 5 wloge, 6-7 
eulogie, 7-8 euloge, 7- eulogy. [In sense 1 prob. 
anglicized form of Eulogium ; but the ulterior 
source is Gr. dXofia praise, in N. T. blessing (f. eu- 
+ -A07 ia speaking, alter phrase eu kiyav to speak 
well of), of which the word in sense 2 is an adapt- 
ation.] 

1 . A speech or writing in commendation of the 
character and services of a person, or the qualities 
of a thing ; esp. a set oration in honour of a deceased 
person. 

[14. . E. E. Misc. (Warton Club) 18, I wylle apposse Thin 
wIog<£, yfhitdo the apleyse.] 2591 Spenser Tears of Muses 
372 Ana Eulogies turne into Elegies. 2611 Speed Hist. 
Gt. Brit. v. vii. 38 In a soile whereof we finde this Euloge. 
1667 Pepys Diary (1877) V. 216 Every body, .came to me. . 
with such euiogys as cannot be expressed. 1752 .Hume 
Ess. <$• Treat . (1777) I* 2 5 If our constitution does in any 
degree deserve these eulogies. 1818 Hallam Mid. Ages 
(1873} I. 13 His greatest eulogy is written in the dis- 
graces of succeeding times. 1830 Lyell Princ. Geol. 27 
Fontenelle.. pronounced his eulogy more than fifty years 
afterwards, a 1839 Praed Poems (1864) II. 323 Thy 
portrait and thine eulogy Traced by some artist hand, 
b. Eulogistic speaking ; commendation, praise. 
1725 Bradley Fam. Diet. s.v. Nitre, All the pompous 
Eulogie, made from Time to Time to celebrate the Excel- 
lency of Salt. 2792 Mackintosh Find. Gall. Wks. 1846 
III. 17 note. The commercial abilities of Mr. Eden.. were 
the theme of profuse eulogy. 1827 Hallam Const . Hist . 
(1876) I. i. 36 Some mention Henry VIII after his death in 
language of eulogy. 1873 Symonds Grk. Poets vi. 169 
Pindar, .knew how to mingle eulogy with admonition. 

t 2 . Eccl. In the senses of Eulogia, which is 
now more common in historical use. 

I 7°9 J* Johnson Clergym. Vade-m. 11. 100 That the Holy 
Mysteries be not carried into other parishes on the Feast of 
Easter, by way of Eulogies. 1725 tr. Dupin' s Eccl. Hist, 
x’jth C. I. v. 209 The things upon which these Invocations 
were made, were afterwards consider'd as holy and sacred 
things, and call’d, .the Eucharist, Eulogy, and Praise. 2730 
-6 in Bailey (folio*. 2752 Chambers Cycl. s.v., These pieces 
of bread they call eulogies. .The wine sent as a present, was 
also held an eulogy. Bollandus remarks . .that the eucharist 
itself was called eulogy. 1782 Priestley Corrupt Chr. 
II. vi. 16 Some churches substituted what they called eu- 
logies, or holy bread for the bread of the Lord’s Supper, 
f 3 . a*. Elogy 3. Obs. rare. 

2703 W. Wotton in Evelyn's Mem. (1857) III., What 
countryman? What his employment? in short, a short 
eulogy of him. .with an account of the time of his death. 

Eulysite (yzHisoit). Min. Also -yte. [f. Gr. 
€vX.v(f -ia easy solubility (f. €v\vtos see next) 4- -ite.] 
c A granular mixture of augite, garnet, and nearly 
50 per cent, of a mineral allied to olivine ’ (Watts 
Diet. Cheml). 

1868 Dana Min . 259 It [Iron-Manganese Chrysolite] 
occurs in a gneissoid rock called Eulysyte. 1879 Rutley 
Study Rocks xiii. 263 Eulysite occurs in a very thick bed 
m the gneiss of Tunaberg in Sweden. 

BuljtiB (y/Hitin), Min. Also -ine. [f. Gr, 
fi/Aur-os easily dissolved (f. cu- Eu- + \vt 6 s soluble, 
f. Xveiv to loose, dissolve) 4 - -in.] Native silicate 
of bismuth, usually occurring in brownish crystals 
with a resinous lustre. 

1850 Dana Min. 4i3 B ismuth Blende, Eulytine. 1882WATTS 
Diet. Chem. II. 606 Eulytin. Silicate cf Bismuth. Bismuth- 
blende.— A^rare mineral, occurring at Schneeberg in Saxony. 
Eulytite (ywlitoit). Min. — prec. 

1868 Dana Min. 391 Eulytite. .Silicate of Bismuth. 
Eumorphous (ywmp-ifos), a. rare. [f. Gr. 
evfxopcpos, f. €u« (see Eu-) 4- fioptfnj form + -ous,] 
Well-shaped. J 

2859 R. F- Burton Centr. Afr. in Jml. Geog. Soc. XXIX. 
315 The skeleton is of eumorphous proportions. 

Btmomy (yarnomi). rare . [ad. Gr. evvopia, f. 
eu- (see Eu ~}+v6/xos law.] A political condition 
of good law well-administered. 

2722-2800 Bailey, Eunomy, a Constitution or Ordination 
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of good Laws. 2846 Grote Greece 11. vi. II. 454 The state 
of Y eunomy' and good order which that constitution [?c. 
Lycurgus'] brought about. 

jSnnucll (yzTm'k , sb. Forms; [4 etumchus], 

5 ©nuke, 6-7 eunuche, 6- eunuch, [ad. L. 
euniich-us , a. Gr. cvwvxos, f. evv-q bed 4- -o>^- 
ablaut-stem of %x eiv t0 keep; the literal sense is 
thus a bedchamber guard or attendant.] 

1. A castrated person of the male sex ; also, such 
a person employed as a harem attendant, or in 
Oriental courts and under the Roman emperors, 
charged with important affairs of state. 

c 1430 Lydg. Bockas hi. xxv. 96 a, Whan the Enukes to 
y ,J King her brought She was accepted. 2590 Nashe Anat. 
Absurd Bija, Speaking, .of whoredome, as though they had 
beene Eunuches from theyr cradle. 2602 Shaks. All's 
Well 11. iii. 94 And they were sons of mine.. I would send 
them to'th Turke to make Eunuches of. a 2616 Beaumont 
Poems , The Glance , Throw Those flakes upon the eunuch’s 
colder snow. 2642 Fuller Holy < 5 * Prof. St. m. xxi. 210 
Those who are born Eunuchs deserve no such great com- 
mendation for their chastity. 1701 W. Wotton Hist. Rome 
i. 462 He had a mortal Aversion to Eunuchs, that third 
Species of Mankind. 2781 Gibbon DecL # F. II. 5! The 
private apartments of the palace were governed by a 
favourite eunuch. 2807 Robinson A rchaeol. Grseca v. xiii. 
472 The first that made eunuchs was Semiramis. 1867 Lady 
Herbert Cradle L. viii. 224 Achill Aga, offered to show the 
ladies his harem ; and a black eunuch was summoned to 
escort them. 2872 R. Ellis Catullus lxiii. 34 Thither hie 
the votaress eunuchs with an emulous alacrity. 

if In the LXX. and the Vulgate the Gr. d wovxo? , 
L. euniichus , following the corresponding Heb. 
OnD saris r sometimes designate palace officials 
who were not 'eunuchs’, e.g. Potiphar {Gen. 
xxxix. 1, where A. V. has ‘officer’). Hence the 
Eng. word has occas. been similarly used in dis- 
cussions of passages in which the meaning of the 
word is disputed. 

[1387 Trevisa Htgden (Rolls'* II. 305 Putyphar kat was 
eunuchus . . Eunuchus is he 'is i-gilded, and suche were 
somtyme i-made wardeynes of ladycs in Egipt. ] 2557 N. T. 
(Genev. viii. 27 note. Noblemen were called Eunuches, 
although they were not gelded. 

b. A male singer, castrated in boyhood, so as 
to retain an alto or soprano voice. Cf. Castrato. 

1732 Ld. Lansdowne Charac. Wyckerly Wks. 1736 II. 212 
Our modern writers, .like Eunuchs, .sacrifice their Man- 
hood for a Voice, and reduce Poetry, like Echo to be 
nothing but Sound. 1738 Johnson London 59 Let such.. 
With warbling eunuchs fill a licenc’d stage. 1761 Churchill 
Rosciad Poems (1763) I. 35 Never shall a truly British 
Age Bear a vile race of Eunuchs on the Stage. 

C. Used as adj. : Emasculated, rare “ l . 

2817 Godwin Mandeville III. 96 He had a mind wholly 
eunuch and ungenerative in matters of literature and taste. 

2 . attrib. and Comb. Also fig. 

1666 Dryden Ann. Mirab. xl, That eunuch guardian of 
rich Holland’s trade, Who envies us what he wants power 
to enjoy. 1739 P. Whitehead Maimers 8 What sing-song 
Riot, and. what Eunuch-squawling. 1826 Disraeli Fiv. 
Grey m. vi, Bright moon ! sultana of the soul l the Passions 
are thy eunuch slaves. 1849-50 Alison Hist. Europe ST 111. 
1 * § 37* *57 Liberty . . expired amidst eunuch servility and 
Eastern adulation. 

t Eu'HUCh, v. Obs. [f. prec. sb.] trans. To 
make a eunuch of, castrate ; also fig. 

a 2658 Cleveland Gen. Poems (1677) 15 Give me a Lover 
bold and free, Not Eunuch’d with Formality ; Like an Em- 
bassador that beds a Queen. 1682 Creech Lucretius (T.j, 
They eunuch all their Priests. 

Hence Eirnuched ppl. a., emasculated. 

1627 May Lucan x. 156 Th’ vnhappy strength-robb’d 
company, The Eunuch’d youths. 

Eunuchal (y£*n#kal), a. [f. as prec. + 
-al.] Of or pertaining to a eunuch ; emasculate ; 
effeminate. 

2878 A, Cameron in N. Amer. Rev CXXVI. 489 Manly 
forgiveness becomes eunuchal sentimentality. 

t Eu*nucliate, V. Obs. [f. L. eunuchah ppl. 
stem of eumlchdre, f, eunuchus : see Eunuch.] 
trans. To make a eunuch of, castrate; to deprive 
of virility or generative power. 

2646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. iii. iv. 113 To eunuchate 
or castrate themselves. Ibid. ii. vii. 115 That Camphire 
Eunuchates ox [printed or Eunuchates] begets in men an 
impotency. unto venery, observation will hardly confirm. 
2722-2800 in Bailey ; hence in Ash, etc. 

Eimucllism (yz/*n£kiz’m). Also 7 eunoch- 
isme, -ucisme. [f. Eunuch sb. 4- -ism.] The pro- 
cess or custom of making eunuchs ; the condition 
of being a eunuch ; emasculation. 

2620 Bp. Hall Hon. Mar. Clergy i. § 7 Neither doe we 
thinke that the earth affords any thing more glorious then 
eunuchisme for the kingdome of heauen. 2650 Bulwer 
Anthropomet, xx. 202 To introduce Eunochisme, and this 
way of degrading men from their manhood. Ibid. 204 
Eunucisme. 2688 W. Payne Texts of Papists com. Celibacy 
Exam. 11. 782 (T.) This voluntary eunuchism is not to 
be understood literally, as it was by Origen. 2728 (title). 
Eunuchism Display’d, describing all the different Sorts of 
Eunuchs, etc. 1875 J. Davenport Curios. Erot. Physiol. 
Essay v. (title's Eunuchism. 

Xtanuchize (y£*n£koiz), v. Also 7 eunuchise. 
[f. Eunuch sb. + -ize.] trans. To reduce to the 
condition of a eunuch ; to emasculate ; lit. and fig. 

2632 Brome Novella iv. ii, If I worship any of ’hem more 
..let me be eunuchiz’d. 2634 Sir T, Herbert Trav. 99 
The King having at that instant, a Knife in his hand, gives 
it the poore Father and bids him Eunuchize him. 2847 
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Medwin Life Shelley II. 209 Moore, .asterized and eunuch- 
ized his [Byron’s] pages so barbarously. 1887 tr. V. Helm's 
Wanderings Plants # Anim . 79 Apollonius said that the 
emperor spared men but eunuchized the earth. 

E'Uimcliry. rare. [f. as prec. + -ry ; in Fr. 
eunuquerie .] The state of being a eunuch. 

1864 R. F. Burton Dahome 43 note , M. Wallon . . says 
that these horns are a sign of eunuchry, but they are not so. 

Euodic (y^^'dik), [f. Gr. Md-qs (f. 

well + d>d~ ablaut-stem of o(etv (perf. o&y 5 a) to 
smell 4* -ic.] Aromatic, fragrant; used Chem. in 
the name euodic aldehyde (see quot.). 

1873 Watts Fownes' Chem. 749 Euodic aldehyde is the 
essential constituent of oil of rue. 1876 Harley Mat. Med. 
680 Oil of Rue is composed chiefly of euodic aldehyd. 
EraOByuaous (ya^nimas), a. [f. Gr. evwvvfx- 
os (see next) 4— ous.] Well or felicitously named. 

1864 Sat. Rev. XVII. 613/1 The Peace Society and its 
euonymous president, Mr. Pease. 

Enonymns (ywip'nimtfs). Bot. Also 8 euony- 
mous. [ad. L. eumymos (Plin. xm. xxxviii. § 118), 
subst. use of Gr. ev&vvfxos of good name, lucky, 
f. €u- (see Eu-) + ovofia, in ./Eolic owfxa name. 

Pliny says that the flowering of the euonymus was a pre- 
sage of pestilence ; hence it seems probable that the name 
* lucky ’ was given with euphemistic intention.] 

A genus of shrubs (N.O. Celastracex), of which 
many species are now cultivated as ornamental 
plants. The only British species is the Spindle- 
tree, otherwise known as the Peg-, Prick-, Skewer- 
wood from the uses to which its wood is applied. 

3767 J. Abercrombie, Ev. Man his own Gard. (1803) 180 
Deciduous flowering shrubs, .such as. .candleberry, myrtle, 
dog-wood, or euonymus. a 1775 Sir J. Hill Hist . Plants 
239 (Jod.) Euonymous with broad, lanceolated, and serrated 
leaves, Virginian spindle-tree. 1785 J. M. Mason Notes on 
Shaks. $ 49 The euonymus, of which the best skewers are 
made, is called Prick- wood. 1882 Garden 21 Jan. 37/1 
Many varieties of the Euonymus are finely variegated. 

b. U. S. Pharmacopoeia. The bark of an Ameri- 
can species {E. atropurpureus ), called also the 
Wahoo-tree. 

1876 Bartholow Mat. Med. (1879) 484 Euonymus pos- 
sesses cathartic properties similar to rhubarb. 

Enosmit© (ywi^'zmait). [f. Gr. ei Wju-os sweet- 
smelling (f. iv Eu- + bayrf\ smell) 4- -ite.] A 
fossil resin, looking ranch like pitch, of a brownish- 
yellow colour, and giving an aromatic odour when 
burned. 

1868 Dana Min. 743 Euosmite . . dissolves easily in cold 
alcohol or ether. 

Empathy (y*rpa)>i). [ad. Gr. eviraQtia happy 
condition of the soul, £ cvTraOrjs, f. cv - (see Eu-) + 
ir&Qos state of feeling, condition.] 

Ancient Stoical Philos, (see quots.) 

1603 Holland Plutarch's Mor . 74 They do terme those 
joies, those promptitudes of the will, and wane circumspec- 
tions by name of Eupathies, i. e. good affections. 1655-60 
Stanley Hist. Philos. (1701) 321/1 There are three kinds of 
good affections of the Mind, called Eupathies, or Constan- 
cies; Joy, Caution, WilL 1744 Harris Three Treat, m. 
xlviii. 329 note , In Laertius we read. .that. .the Virtuous 
[had] his Huj raQuta, his Eupathies, or Well-feelings. 1834-43 
Southey Doctor Ixxvi. {1862) 160 The Stoics who called our 
good affections eupathies, did not manage those affections 
as well as they understood them. 1837 — in C. Southey 
Life § Corr.Vl. 346 Our affections, our eupathies, our capa- 
cities of happiness and of improvement. 

H W rongly explained. 

1730-6 Bailey (folio), Eupathy, an easiness, or patience in 
bearing of sufferings or afflictions. 

Empatorime (ywpse’toroin). Chem. Formerly 
also eupatorin, and in L. form eupatorina, [f. 
eupator-ium + -ine 4 .] (See quot.) 

1838 T. Thomson Chem. Org. Bodies 294 Eupatorina. .is 
said to have been discovered by M. Righini in the flowers 
and leaves of the Eupatorium cannabitmm , or hemp agri- 
mony. 2882 Watts Diet. Chem . II. 606 s. v. Eupatorium , 
The water-hemp, Eupatorium cannabimim , contains, ac- 
cording to Righoni, an alkaloid, called eupatorine. 

II Eupatorium (ywpatoa-ri&n). [mod.L., a. Gr. 
(vTraTopiov, Agrimonia Eupatorium, so called from 
Mithridates Eupator (Gr. ‘Evnarcop), king of Pon- 
tus, who first used it] A genus of the Nat. Order 
Composite, abundant in America ; only one species, 
E. cannabimim. Hemp Agrimony, being British. 
Also an individual plant of the same. 

[1578 Lyte Dodoens 1. xxxix. 57 Agrimonie is called.. in 
Latine Eupatorium, and Hepatorium : in shoppes Agri- 
monia.] Ibid. 1. xl. 59 The male Bastarde Agrimonie, is 
called in Shoppes Eupatorium. 1664 Evelyn Kal. Hort. 
(1729) 219 September .. Flowers in Prime or yet lasting. . 
Eupatorium of Canada. 1741 Compl. Fam. Piece il iii. 380 
Eupatoriums, Asphodels, Phalangiums. 1863 B. Taylor 
H. Thurston III. 54 Late flowering grasses, .and the eupa- 
toriums in the meadows. 

t Eupatory. Obs. Also 6-7 eupatorie. [Ang- 
licized form of prec.] Hemp Agrimony ; but ap- 
plied in Diets, to Liverwort. C£ Agrimony 2. 

1542 Boorde Dyetary xxv. 289 These thynges folowyng 
do purge color: Fumytory . . Eupatory . . & the whay of 
butter. 1568 Turner Herball m. 29 The flowres of Eupato- 
rie of Mesue are longe or somethinge longe. 1578 Lyte 
Dodoens m. xxvi. 352 The same boyled with .. bastard 
Eupatory healeth the Jaundise. 1656 Ridgley Pract. 
Pkysick 97 To the straind liquor add syrup Bizantine, or 
Eupatory. 1678-96 in Phillips. 1732 in Coles. 


Eupatrid (ywpse’trid, y£*patrid). PL en- 
patrids ; also (sense 1 a) in Lat. form eupatrid®. 
[ad. Gr. euimr/nS-Tjsr person of noble ancestry f. ev- 
(See Eu-) + iraTqp father.] 

1 . a. One of the hereditary aristocracy of Athens ; 
a member of the first of the three orders in the 
early Athenian constitution, b. Hence (rarely) 
gen. One who is of noble descent, a 1 patrician 

1836 Thirlwall Greece II. 41 It [the Four Hundred] 
was a popular body, as compared with an assembly of the 
eupatrids. 1838 F. A. Paley tr. Schumann's Assembl, 
Atk. 342 CHsthenes . . abolished the ancient division of 
tribes, as the most effectual means of reducing the power of 
the Eupatridae. 186s F. Hall in Jrnl. As. Soc. Bengal 
205 Amuskydyana, ‘ son of somebody’, an hidalgo, a eupa- 
trid. 1863 Blackw. Mag. Sept. 290 The Greek Eupatrid 
or the Roman Patrician. 1864 R. F. Burton Dahome I. 
251 The big eupatrid is of somewhat offensive presence. 

2. attrib . (quasi-W/.) 

*833. J* Kenrick mP kilo log. Museum ii. 368 A proof of 
Athenian blood and citizenship, not of Ionian and eupatrid 
extraction. 1847 Grote Greece 11. x. III. 107 This eupatrid 
oligarchy and severe legislation. 1866 Felton A nc. <$■ Mod. 
Gr. I. xl 206 He [riSschylus] belonged to a distinguished 
eupatrid family probably descended from Codrus. 

II Eupepsia (yz£pe*psia). [mod.L., a. Gr. w- 
■neipia good digestion, f. tvireirros (see Eupeptic).] 
«* next. 

. *7° 6 in Phillips. 2847 1 ° Craig. 1883, Goldw. Smith 
in Contemp. Rev. Dec. 807 Here was bigness, strength, 
heartiness, eupepsia in perfection. 

Eupepsy (y«*pepsi, y&pe*psi). [Anglicized 
form of prec.] Healthy action of the digestive 
organs ; good digestion. 

1721-1800 in Bailey. x86oMayne Exp. Lex., Eupepsia , 
old term for good digestion : eupepsy. 

Eupeptic (ywpe*ptik), a. and si. [f. Gr. *v- 
7 T€ttt-os easy of digestion, having a good digestion 
(f. €v- Eu- 4- to digest) + -ic.] 

A. adj. 

+ 1 . Promoting ‘eupepsy,’ assisting digestion, rare. 

1699 Evelyn Acetaria 89 Those [herbs] that are Eupeptic, 
and promote concoction. 

2 . Having a good digestion. 

1831 Carlyle Schiller Misc. Ess. (1888) III. 87 The per- 
ennial never-failing joys of a digestive apparatus thoroughly 
eupeptic. 1848 Clough Bothie in. 10 E’en after dinner, 
eupeptic, would rush yet again to his reading. 

absol. 1883 Times 8 Mar. 9/3 City dinners may be an 
excellent form of amusement for the eupeptic and robust. 

3 . Of or pertaining to ‘ eupepsy’ or good digestion ; 
characteristic of, or resulting from, good digestion. 

1845 Carlyle Cromwell (1871; IV. 241 A massiveness of 
eupeptic vigour. 1859 Lewes Pkys. Com. Life I. 137 
Persons . . living in that happy eupeptic ignorance which 
only knows Digestion as a name. x866 Carlyle Remin. 
(2881) I, 172 At length his faculties were getting hebetated, 
wrapt in lazy eupeptic fat. 

4 . nonce-use . Studious of what conduces to good 
digestion. 

1871 Collins Mrq. <$• Merck. III. ii. 60 Terrell, never 
scientifically eupeptic, went in for a couple of dozen [oysters]. 

5 . Easy of digestion ; easily digested. 

1864 in Webster ; and in mod. Diets. 

■f B. sb. (cf. tonic, sudorific, etc.) Obs.~° 

1731 Bailey vol. II,. Eupepticks, medicines, or other things 
that promote concoction. 

Hence Eupepticity, the state or condition of 
feeling resulting from good digestion. 

1849 Carlyle Irish Jo-urn. 152 Simplicity, energy, eupep- 
ticity ; a right healthy thick-sided Irish soul. 1865 — Freak. 
Gt. V. xm. vii. 77 No man. .has swum through such seas of 
transcendent eupepticity. 

Euphe*miasi (ywfrmian), a. rare. [f. as next 

4- -ian.] =» Euphemistic. 

1820 W. Tooke tr. Lucian I. 550 note. An euphemian turn, 
to avoid directly saying that something dreadful would be- 
fall them. 

Euphemious (ywfrmias), a. rare. [f. Gr. fv- 
<f>T]j u-os fair of speech, also well reputed (f. €ti- 
Eu- 4- (prjfirj speaking, fame) 4- -(i)ous.] a. = Eu- 
phemistic. b. That has a reputable name. 

1867 L, Campbell tr. Plato's Polit. Introd. 50 He may 
have recourse to the more * euphemious’ plan of emigration. 

Hence Enplie'xniously adv. — Euphemistically. 
Fraser's Mag. XLVII. 683 The ‘poets ’had ‘mounted 
their horse *, as getting drunk was euphoniously called by 
that polite people. 1884 B. Nicholson in AthenxumoZ June 
824/3 It iseuphemiously said to be a ‘ change of three letters’. 

Euphemism (y£*f/|miz’m). [ad. Gr. eixprjpucffi- 
f. €v(j>7]fit(eLv to speak fair, f. ( v<pr)/j.os : see prec.] 

1 . Rhet. That figure of speech which consists in 
the substitution of a word or expression of com- 
paratively favourable implication or less unpleasant 
associations, instead of the harsher or more offen- 
sive one that would more precisely designate what 
is intended. 

1656-81 Blount Glossogr ., Euphemism , a good or favour- 
able interpretation of a bad word. 1678-96 in Phillips. 
1721-1800 in Bailey. 1793 Beattie Moral Sc. § 866 
Akin to it [Litotes] is Euphemism. 1879 M. D. Conway 
Demonol. I. m. vi. 348 Serpent- worship in India was de- 
veloped by euphemism. 

2 . An instance of this figure ; a less distasteful 
word or phrase used as a substitute for something 
harsher or more offensive. 


2793 Beattie Moral Sc. § 866 The euphemism [‘he 
fell asleep’] partakes of the nature of metaphor. x86© 
Froude Hist. Eng. VI. 27 foot-n., A shorn crown . . a eu- 
phemism for decapitation. 1865 Tylor Early Hist. Man . 
vi. 143 The euphemism of calling the Furies the Eumenides. 
1877 E. Coues Pur Anim. vii. 216 The Skunk yields a 
handsome fur, lately become fashionable, under the eu- 
phemism of ‘ Alaska Sable \ 

f 3 . (See quot.) Obs.~° 

1678-96 Phillips, Euphemism, a setting forth any ones 
good fame. 1721-1800 in Bailey. 2828 in Webster. 

|| ExipEemismus (y£fz*imrzm»s). Now rare. 
[late L., ad. Gr. ; see prec.] — prec. 

1599 Broughton's Lett. 19 Commi lit ones . . is giuen by an 
Eupkemismus of Captaines to their Souldiers. 1657 J. 
Smith Myst. Rhet . 224 Euphemismus . . a good change of 
a word, ora fair kind of speech. 1706 in Phillips. 1836 
Sir H. Taylor Statesman xii. 85 Adherence to system or 
precedent, called by euphemismus adherence to principle. 

Eupliemist (yzHiinist). rare ~°. [f. Gr, txxprj- 
fx ~ os 4- -1ST.] One who uses euphemisms. 

2860 Worcester cites Carlyle. 

Euphemistic (y££qmrstik), a . [f. Gr. cv- 
<prj}x-os (see Euphemious) 4- -ist 4- -ic.] Pertaining 
to euphemism ; of the nature of a euphemism ; 
containing a euphemism. 

1856 Sat. Rev. IX. 265/2 He is entitled to claim, or to 
negotiate, or to arrange — or whatever euphemistic phrase 
may be more suitable^ — for a retiring competency, etc. 1876 
Freeman Norm. Conq, V. 18 The euphemistic spirit goes 
so far.. that the Norman owner is spoken of as the ‘heir’ 
of the Englishman who had been turned out. 1877 Outl. 
Hist. Relig. i4pRudra. .under his euphemistic name of Siva. 

Hence Supheinrstical a. = prec. Euphemis- 
tically adv., by way of euphemism, 

1879 M. Arnold Ess., Falkland 220 Such is Clarendon’s 
euphemistical phrase for poor and proud men of letters. 
i860 in J. A. Hessey Notes B amp ton Led. 473 Whisky, 
(euphemistically termed refreshment!. 1874 Deutsch Rem. 
365 R. Joseph bar Chama, the Blind, euphemistically called 
the clear-sighted. 

Euphemize (y^’f^msiz), v. [ad. Gr. ev<pr\- 
pifav to speak fair, use auspicious words, f. eveprj- 
fios: see Euphemious.] a. trans. To express 
by a euphemism ; to speak of euphemistically, 
b. intr. To speak euphemistically; to make use 
of euphemisms. 

1857 Sir F. Palgrave Norm. <$■ Eng. II. 1 The agreeable 
cheat we pass upon ourselves by euphemizing sins. 1872 
Lever Ld. Kilgobbin Ixiii, What Sheil used to euphemize 
as ‘ the wild justice’ of noble spirits. 2880 Blackw. Mag. 
Feb.^ 253 Euphemise and moralise as our humanitarian 
sophists may. 2888 Standard 24 Feb. 5/3 They euphemise 
gambling bargains as * special transactions 

EupbLemOHS (yzHftnos), a. rare. [f. Gr. tv- 
<prin-os (see Euphemious) 4- -ous.] « Euphemistic. 

2859 Times 15 Mar. 9/3 The name of this noisy bustling 
quarrelsome discontented and insalubrious little island 
[Hong Kong] may.. be used as a euphemous synonym for 
a place not mentionable to ears polite. 

Euphemy (y£*f/mi). rare. [ad. Gr. eixprjpua, 
f. exxpTjfxos ; see Euphemious.] «= Euphemism 2. 

1857 I. Taylor World of Mind 629 In human nature, 
love is more than a euphemy for selfism. 

Ii Euphonia iyMo^ml). [late Lat., a. Gr. «u- 
cpcovia : see Euphony.] « Euphony. 

1591 Percivall Sp. Did. Bij, Pleasantnes or easines of 
sound or vtterance, called Euphonia. 2602 Carew Corn- 
wall 120 a, g for Euphonias sake being turned into n. 2706 
in Phillips. 1736 in Bailey. 2814 Scott Wav. liv, Seven 
Highlandladies. .screamedthecompanydeaf, with examples 
of Celtic euphonia. 2824 Blackw. Mag. XV. 244 So much 
for exordium and euphonia ! 

Eupkoniad (y&f< 9 U'niad). Plus, [irreg, £ prec.] 
(See quot.) 

, 1854 J* W. Moore Encycl. Mus. s.v., This instrument was 
invented by P. L. and G. Grosh, of Petersburg, Pa. They 
claim that it . . combines in its tones those of the organ, 
clarinet, horn, bassoon, and violin. 2864 Hence in Webster. 

Euphonic (y«fy*nik), a. [f. Euphon-y 4* -ic ; cf. 
Fr . euphonique\ 

X. +a. Well sounding, agreeable to the ear ; 
= Euphonious. Obs. b. Conformable to the 
laws of euphony. 

2824 Scott Wav. i, The most sounding and euphonic sur- 
name that English history or topography affords. 2852 Sir 
F. Palgrave Norm, Eng. I. 276 Under the more euphonic 
denomination of Arsenius. 1876 Birch Egypt 30 The Greek 
Sesoosis, or Setesura, made euphonic as Sesostris. 

2 . Of or pertaining to euphony. 

2816 J. Gilchrist PAfVar. Etym. p. xviii, The consonants, 
have been as in a kind of euphonic spite gnawed down Into 
musical notes. 1875 Whitney Life Lang. vii. 228 Purely 
euphonic influences. 1879 F. Harrison Choice Bks. ( 1886) 
28 note. To English hexameters there are euphonic obstacles 
which seem to be insuperable. 

3 . as sb. in pi. Euphonious expressions, nonce- 
use (ironical). 

1850 L. Hunt A utobiog. 1. v. 192 It was curious to hear 
him. . urge on his horses with the other customary euphonies 
of his tribe. 

Eupho’uical, a. (y^fp-nikal). [f. as prec. 4- 
«al.] ** prec. Hence Kupbo-nically adv. Hu- 
pho-nicalness, the quality of being euphonical. 

i668 Wilkins Real Char. in. xiv. 381 Our English hath 
what is comely and euphonical in each of these. 1674 
Petty Disc. Dupl. Proportion Ep. Ded., Grandisonous or 
Euphonical Nonsence. 2824 Blackw. Mag. XVI. 58 With 
a grand euphonical sentence . . I concluded. 2860 Tyas 
Wild PL ix Sow-Bread. — How euphonical is the name. 
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1884 Bath Jml. 25 Oct. 6/2 The contest over what Is eu- 
phonically called ‘the City Staff'. 1668 Wilkins Real 
Char. Contents D j b, A comparison of the Language here 
proposed, with fifty others, as to the facility and Euphoni- 
calness of it. 

Euphonious (ywfi?u*ni 3 s\ a. [f. as prec. 4 
-ous J Full of or characterized by euphony; 
pleasing to the ear. (Often used ironically.) 

1774 Joel Colli er A/ us. Trav . (1775) 5, 1 chose to change 
my name from Collier to Coglioni or Collioni, as more 
euphonious. 1797 W. Taylor in Monthly Mag. III. 337 
Those hexameters are most euphonious whose feet are inter- 
woven. 1836 W. I rving A storia. 1 1. 68 Restoring the Indian, 
names, wherever significant and. euphonious. 1865 Reader 
26 Aug. 224/2 Is it grammatical, even if it were euphonious, 
to say, etc. 1872 Jenkinson Guide Eng. Lakes (1879) 189 A 
lane, bearing the euphonious cognomen of Spooney Green. 
Hence Bnpho'niously adv., in a euphonious 
manner, with pleasant sounds. 

1836 Jas. Grant Recoil No. Lords xv. 368 His language 
sounds most euphoniously in your ears. 1856 Kane A ret. 
Expd. II. xii. 125 Thus euphoniously solicited, the Uper- 
naviks sat down and ate. 1867 Mill Sitbj. Women (1869) 
22 They euphoniously paraphrase it. 

Euphemism (yw-idniz’m). Also 8 in Latin 
form euphonismus. [f. as prec. 4 -ism.] The habit 
of using well-sounding words or names; a well- 
sounding combination or expression. 

1774 Westm. Mag. II. 567 The metaphor and digression, 
the allegory and euphonismus. 182 a Blackw. Mag. VII. 
664 This elaborate system of euphonism. 1847 in Oswald 
Etym. Diet. 

Euphemistic (y ?Jffifai*stik), a. [f. as prec. + -ist 
4 -10.J Chosen with regard to euphony ; aiming 
to be euphonious. 

*837 Lytton E. Maltrav. rx. iv, [Her] words were not eu- 
phemistic, nor her voice mellifluous. 1856 Sat. Rev. II. 220/2 
Among the Greeks, the Furies had an especially euphonistic 
appellative. 1876 Mrs. Hopkins Rose Turq. I. i. 3 The eu- 
phonistic bat somewhat fictional language of domestic life. 

Euphonium (yzriJu-niflm). Mus. [as if Lat., 
f. Gr. €v<pcov-o$ : see Euphony.] * A name given 
to the bass instrument of the Saxhorn family, usu- 
ally tuned in B b or C. It only differs from the 
barytone Saxhorn in the larger diameter of its 
bore, which thus produces a longer and somewhat 
deeper quality of tone ’ (Grove). Also attrib. 

t86$ Reader No. 139. 244/2 The bass duet, .upon a couple 
of euphoniums. 1879 Stainer Music of Bible 27 The con- 
struction of a harmonium , - accordion, or euphonium. 1888 
Daily Nevus 3 Sept. 3/3 The death is also announced of the 
popular euphonium player Mr, A. J. Phasey. 
Euphonizatiou. (y^naiz^Jbn). [f. next : see 
-ATION.] The action of rendering euphonious. 

1890 F. Hall in Nation. (N. York) LI. 361/2 Pinkerton's 
egregious attempt, in 4 Thea Visiona of MIrza at the 
euphonization of English. 

Euphonize (y^’ffeiz), v. [f. Euphon-y 4 -ize.] 
trans. To render euphonious, impart euphony to ; 
to alter (a word) for the sake of euphony. 

1774 Mitford Harm. Lang. 172 The spreading of classical 
learning had not at first that general effect in euphonizing 
our language which might have been expected. 183a Blackw. 
Mag. XXX 1 1 % 972, I am now in the heart of Nadoly, or, 
as we euphonize it, Natolia. 1840 Barham Ingol. Lez-% 
Leech Folkest., A row of houses then denominated ‘Frog- 
hole’. Modem refinement subsequently euphonized the 
name into ‘ East-street \ 

EuphoiLOU {yufo^npn). Mus. [ad. Gr. ev- 
(pcavov, neut of evjxwos : see Euphony.] A mu- 
sical instrument (see quot. 1842) which resembled 
the upright piano in form and the organ in tone. 

1S24 Specif. Patent No. 4994 These said frames are to be 
placed as nearly as possible to the strings of the pianofortes 
and the euphonons. 1842 A. Savage in Meek. Mag. 
XXXVII. 563 When describing the claviol I ought to have 
mentioned . . the euphonon. In this Instrument the strings 
are of steel wire . . put into vibration by an endless band, 
acting as a bow, one band to each string. 

EupB.OU.OUS (yzrfifnas). [f. Gr. evpasvos see next 
4-ousJ = Euphonious. 

2805 W. Taylor in Ann. Rev. III. 651 He is a great 
artist . . full of dexterities, various and euphonous. 1827 
Black m Mag. XXII, 593 That euphonous compliment 
devoted by Irish patriots and mob-orators to slavery and 
oppression. 1834 Sir H. Taylor Artevelde Wks. (1864) I. 
3or note, I have adopted this, .very euphonous epithet from 
a little poem called ‘ The Errors of Ecstacie \ 

Euphonj {yu-foni). Also 7 euphonie. [a. 
F. euphonic, ad. Gr., euipowia, £ cvcpoovos well- 
sounding, f. tv- (see Eu-) 4 <pandj voice, sound.] 

a. The quality of having a pleasant sound ; the 
pleasing effect of sounds free from harshness: 
chiefly with reference to combinations of words in 
sentences, or of phonetic elements in spoken words. 

b. In recent philological use often : The tendency 
to greater ease of pronunciation, as shown in those 
combinatory phonetic changes formerly ascribed 
to an endeavour after a pleasing acoustic effect 

1623 Cockeram, Euphonie , accent in words. 1680 Dal- 
garno Didascol. 114 (T.), Had the Grecians been as care- 
Iess of euphony . . in the terminations, as they have been in 
the initial syllables. 1727 Art of Speaking in Pub lick (ed. 2) 

f i Tis the same in speaking, as in Musick ; Words for the 
uphony of the one, and Notes for the Harmony of the 
other. 1773 W. Kenrick Rhet. Gram. i. § 4. 13 (Jod.) The 
euphony of speech, frequently interferes with the rules, 
founded solely on its significancy. 1821 Eusta.ce Tour 
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Italy (ed. 6) III. 18 Epopeus, now for euphony softened 
into Epomeo. 1863 Tylor Early Hist. Man. iv. 71 Their 
voices lose all cheerfulness and euphony. 1874 Helps Soc , 
Press . xii. 161 Euphony then is the mother of many lies. 
1885 Perry Sanskr. Primer § 38 The rules of Sanskrit 
euphony affecting this sound. 

|| Euphorbia (yz7ip*ibia). Bot. Also 4 eu- 
forbia. [a. L. euphorbea, f. Euphorbus, the name 
of a physician to Juba king of Mauritania.] The 
Latin and botanical name of the Spurge genus 
(N.G. Euphorbiacex ), comprising many species, 
which vary from a herbaceous plant in temperate 
regions, to a tree-like growth in warm climates. 
They are marked by two almost constant charac- 
teristics, the secretion of a viscid milky juice, and 
the peculiar inflorescence of having a number of 
stamens round a stalked and three-celled ovary. 
Some of the species, as E. ptmicea, are culti- 
vated for the beauty of their involucre, the bracts 
of which are a brilliant scarlet, with the appear- 
ance of a real flower. Cf. Spurge. 

1398 Trevjsa Barth De P. R. xv. xctii^ (1495) 524 In 
Mauritanea groweth an herbe callyd Euforbia . . the whyte 
juys therof is wonderly praysyd in clerenesse of sight. 1601 
Holland Pliny II. 222 Iuba king of Mauritania, found out 
the herb Euphorbia, which he so called after the name of 
his own Physitian Euphorbus. 1794 Martyn Rousseau * s 
B ot. xx. 281 Euphorbia has a corolla of four and sometimes 
of five petals. 1813 Sir H. Davy Agric. Chem. (1814) 147 
Different species of Euphorbia emit a milky juice. 1834 
Pringle A fr. Sk. vi. 209 The lofty candelabra-shaped eu- 
phorbias towering above the copses of evergreens. 1878 
H. M. Stanley Dark Cont. I. vi. 139. The villages . . are 
surrounded by hedges of euphorbias, milk- weed. 

Hence EmpRorMa’ceous a. [4-aceous], of the 
Natural Order Euphorbiacem. Eupho rbial a. 
[ + -al] = prec. 

1852 Th. Ross Humboldt * s Trav . II. xvi. 52 note, The 
juice of a euphorbiaceous plant ( Sapium aucuparium ). . is so 
glutinous that it is used to catch parrots. 1863 Bates Nat. 
Amazon iv. (1864) 86. The tree which yields this valuable 
sap [India-rubber] is the Siphonia Elastica, a member of the 
Euphorbiaceous order. 1864 Webster, Eupkorbial , citing 
Ogilvie ; and in mod. Diets. 

t Euphorbia© 1 . Obs. In 4 euforbine [f. L. 
euphorbea (see prec.).] Some product of the 
euphorbia. 

c 1400 Lanfranc's Cimrg. (MS. A.) 104 Anoynte . . his 
necke wi{> hoote oynementis, as with oile of nardine, 
euforbine, oile of rue. 

Euphorbia © % (yz/f^r.tbam). Chem. [f. Eu- 
phorb-ia -1- -INE 4.] (See quots.) 

1838 T. Thomson Chem . Org. Bodies 792 This is the sub- 
stance which M. Ricord-Madianna has called euphorbin. 
1882 Watts Diet. Chem. II. 607 The milky juice of E. 
■myrtifolia. .contains, accordingto Ricord-Madianna, a non- 
volatile poisonous principle, euphorbine. 

|| Euphorbium (yzzf^-rbmn). Also 4 enf-, 
eufforbmm. [a. L. euphorbeum -= euphorbea\ 

+ 1 . = Euphorbia. Obs. 

1607 Sylvester Du Bart as tr. iv. n. (1603-7) 111. 67 His 
Shield . . freng'd about with sprigs of Scammonie, And of 
Euphorbium, forged cunningly. 1626 Bacon Sylva (1631) 
§ 639 Euphorbium also hath a Milke ... not very white, 
which is of a great Acrimony. 1712 E. Cook Voy. S. Sea 326 
The Trees I observ’d here, were Lignum Vitse, Birch.. Eu- 
phorbium. 1767 J. Abercrombie £v. Man his own Card. 
(1803) 130 Succulent kinds.. such as.. euphorbiums. 

2. A gum resin obtained from certain succulent 
species of Euphorbia. It is an extremely acrid 
substance, formerly used as an emetic and pur- 
gative. The powder causes violent sneezing. 

C1400 Lanfranc* s Cirurg. (MS- A) 43 To drie bodies he 
muste be medlid wij> a litil euforbium [printed enforbium\. 
c 1530 Hickscomer in Hazl. Dodsley J. 178 He . . spake l‘o 
a prentice for a penny-worth of euphorbium. 1653 U rquhart 
Rabelais 11. xvi. Another [pocket] he had # all full of Eu- 
phorbium very finely pulverised, .shaking it [his handker- 
chief] hard at their nose [he] made them sneeze for foure 
hours without ceasing. 1760 Willis in Phil. Trans. LI. 
663 She took . . two ounces of the tincture of euphorbium. 
i860 Sir W. Hooker & Arnqtt Brit. Flora 291 Euphorbia 
cfficinarjwt , emtiquarum and canarietisis give the euphor- 
bium of the shops. 

Euphorbon© (yzri/ub<?n n V Chem. Also eu- 
phorbon. [f. prec. + -one.] (See quots.) 

1876 Harley Mat. Med. 437 According to Flucbiger, too 
parts [of Euphorbium] contain . . 22 of Euphorbon, 1889 
Muir & Morley Waits* Diet. Cheym. II, Euphorbone, 
Cao HseO. Extracted from Euphorbium by light petro- 
leum at 70 0 and crystallised from alcohol-ether, 

Euphory (y a -fori). Path . Also 8 in Lat. form 
euphoria, [ad. Gr. eitepapia, f. cvcpopos well-bear- 
ing, f. eu well 4 cp(p€iv to bear.] 

f h (See quot.) Obs. 

1684 tr. Bonet’s Merc. Compzt. xix. 674 The most certain 
rule for the quantity [of mineral waters] is the Euphory or 
well-bearing [of the patient]. 1706 Phillips fed. Kersey), 
Euphoria, the well bearing of the Operation of a Medicine, 
i.e. when the Patient finds himself eas’d or reliev'd by it. 

2. * A word used to express well-being, or the 
perfect ease and comfort of healthy persons, espe- 
cially when the sensation occurs in a sick person* 
{Syd. Soc. Lex.). 1727-51 in Chambers Cycl. 

Hence Euphoric (y^fgmk) a ., pertaining to, 
characteristic of, or characterized by euphory. 

1888 Amer. frnl. Psychol. I. 361 Dr. Battaglia produced 


[by hashish] a great variety of symptoms with great uni- 
formity, but never the commonly reported euphoric apathy. 
Enphotide (yw^ toid). Geol. [a. Fr. rnpho- 
tide t f. Gr. eu- (see Eu-) 4 <pcbs, <pair' 6 s light.] 

* A crystalline rock consisting essentially of La- 
brador felspar and diallage, with subordinate inter- 
mixtures of hornblende and augite’ (Page). Called 
also Gabbro, q.v. Also attrib. 

1836 Macgillivray tr. Humboldt* s Trav. xxi. 301 The 
secondary formations, . are pierced by syenitic and euphotide 
rocks. 1865 Lyell Elem. Geol. 750. 1879 Spectator 21 June 
785 Blocks of diorite, of serpentine, and of euphotide. 

|| Euphrasia (y«fr^-zia). Also 8 euphxagia. 
[L. form of next.] 

1 . Bot. = Euphrasy i. 

1706 Phillips (ed. Kersey), Euphragia or Euphrasia, the 
Herb Eye-bright. 1865 Tylor Early Hist. Man. vi. 123 
The Euphrasia, or eye-bright, was, and is, supposed to be 
good for the eyes, 

2 . In etymological sense : Cheerfulness. 

1882 T. Ribot Dis. Memory n. 109 An organic lesion 
. . may transform the coenaes thesis . . producing undue joy. 
ousness. .of which the most striking example is seen in the 
euphrasia of the dying. 

Euphrasy (yzrfrasi). Also 5 heufrasy, 6-7 
euphrasie, 7 eufrage. [ad. med.L. euphrasia (in- 
correctly eufragia ), a. Gr. eveppaa-ta, lit. 4 cheerful- 
ness f. 6 v<ppaiv€iv to cheer, f. cu- (see Eu-) 4 
<pp 7 ]v mind. Cf. Fr. euf raise.) 

1 . Bot. A plant, Euphrasia officinalis (N. O. 
ScropJtulariacex ), formerly held in high repute for 
its medicinal virtues in the treatment of diseases of 
the eye ; = Eye-bright. Also Jig. 

C1475 Piet. Voc. in Wr.-Wiilcker 787 Hec eufrasia, a 
heufrasy. 1503 Skepk. Kalender xxviii, Salendin, eufrage, 
pimpernel!. 1577 Frampton Joyful News 43 b, Euphrasie, 
otherwise called eye-bright. 1667 Milton P. L. xi. 414 
Michael . .purg’d with Euphrasie and Rue The visual Nerve. 
1742 Shenstone Schoolmistr. xii. 100 Euphrasy. .That gives 
dim eyes to wander leagues around. 1816 Southey Poet's 
Pilgr. 1. 40 Reason when the props of flesh gave way Purged 
as with euphrasy the mortal eye. 1865 Gosse Land Sea 
(1874 ' 15 The little euphrasy derives its name of eyebright. . 
from its old reputation for ‘ making old eyes young again'- 

b. M 

1838 S. Bellamy Betrayal 11. 43 The early zephyr from 
the Orient breath’d And rent the curtain'd sky.. The eu- 
phrasy of dawn. 1848 H. Miller First Impr. xvii. (1857) 
308 The eye purged and strengthened by the euphrasy of 
science, i860 Faber Bethlehem y\. (1865) 353 Eyes which 
have been touched with the special euphrasy of heaven. 

<[[ 2 . In pseudo-etymological sense : Fine phras- 
ing. rare ~K 

[A Gr. *ev<ppa<rla in this sense might have been f. eu- + 
(f>pdge tv to speak, but it is not actually found.] 

1833 Fraser’s Mag. VII. 216 His former volumes abounded 
in. .affected idioms, and constant attempts at euphrasy. 

Kuphroe (y£'fr0). Naut. Also upbroe, iivrou, 
uvrow. [a. Du. juffroztw, also juffer dead-eye, 
lit. ‘maiden’; the equivalent Ger. jungfer, Da. 
jomfrue , Sw. jungfru are used in same sense.] 
A crow- foot dead-eye ; see quot. 

1815 Falconer Marine Diet. (ed. Burney), Uphroe. Ibid. 
s.v. Dead-eye , Crowfeet Dead-Eyes . . generally termed an 
euphroe. 1867 Smyth Sailor's Word-bk. s.v. Dead-eye, 
The crowfeet dead-eyes are long cylindrical blocks with 
a number of small holes in them, to receive the legs or lines 
composing the crowfoot. Also called uvrows. Ibid., Eu- 
phroe, Uphroe , Uvrou. 1874 Knight Diet « Meek, s.v.. 
The euphroe (or uphroe) and its pendent cords form a crow- 
foot. 

t Eirpliue, v. Obs. rare. [f. next.] trans. =* 
Euphuize. 

1592 G. Harvey Pierce’s Super. 70, I cannot stand nosing 
of candlesticks or euphuing of similes. Ibid. 138 Stationers 
. .finde more gaine in the lillypot blanke then in the lillypot 
Euphued. 

Eixphues {yu'iiufz). [Gr. ciKpvrjs well-endowed 
by nature, f. tv- (see Eu-) 4 (pvij growth, f. <pveiv 
to produce, in pass, to grow. 

The adoption of this word by Lyly as the name of a per- 
sonage of fiction was suggested by the passage of Ascnam 
quoted below.] 

The name of the chief character in John Lyly’s 
two works, Euphties, The Anatomy of Wit (1578), 
and Euphues and his England (1580). Hence 
a. The book bearing that name, f b. To speak 
Euphues : to talk the dialect of * Euphues *, to 
‘parley Euphuism* (see Euphuism). 

[1570 Ascham Scholem. (Arb.) 38 Ev^vrjs is he that is apte 
by goodnes of witte, and appliable by readines of will, to 
learning, hauing all other qualities of the minde and partes 
of the boclie that must another day serue learning, not 
troubled, mangled, and halfed, hut, etc. ] a 1613 Overbury 
A Wife (1638) 88 And speaks Euphues, not so gracefully as 
heartily. 1613 Beaum. & Fl, Honest Man’s Fort. v. iii. 
The courtier . . has nothing in him but a piece of Euphues, 
And twenty dozen of twelvepenny ribband. 

Euphuism Cy£-fhqiz 5 m). Also 6-7 euphue- 
isme, 9 -eism. [f. prec. 4 -ism.} 

1 . Properly, the name of a certain type of dic- 
tion and style which originated in the imitation 
of Lyly’s Euphues (see prec.), and which was 
fashionable in literature and in the conversation 
of cultivated society at the end of the 16th and 
beginning of the 1 7th c. Hence applied to any 
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similar kind of affectation in writing or speech, 
and (loosely) to affectedly periphrastic or ‘ high- 
flown f language in general. 

The chief features of * euphuism * in the proper sense are : 
the continual recurrence of antithetic clauses in which the 
antithesis is emphasized by means of alliteration ; the fre- 
quent introduction of a long string of similes all relating to 
the same subject, often drawn from the fabulous qualities 
ascribed to plants, minerals, and animals ; and the constant 
endeavour after subtle refinement of expression. The sense 
in which texc. in books on literary history) the word is now 
commonly used, is chiefly suggested by the absurd bombast 
which Scott puts into the mouth of Sir Piercte Shafton twho 
is described as a ‘Euphuist') in The Monastery : this cari- 
cature, however, hears very little resemblance to the genuine 
* euphuism \ Some loose uses of the word can hardly be 
accounted for exc. by supposing that the writers (recognizing 
the familiar prefix eu-) had the notion that its etymological 
sense was * fine talking ’ or something equivalent. 

159a G. Harvey Third Let. 34 What hee is improued 
since, excepting his goodolde Flores Poet arum, and Tarle- 
tons surmounting Rhetorique, with a little Euphuisme, and 
Greenesse inough. 163a E. Blount Lyly's Six Crt . Co- 
medies Ep. to Rdr v All our Ladies were then his Seholiers ; 
And that Beautie in Court, which could not Parley Euphu- 
eisme, was as little regarded ; as shee which now there, 
speakes not French. 1820 Scott Monast. xiv, When eu- 
phuism is out of fashion. 1841-4 Emerson Ess., Nature 
Wks. f Bohn * I. 227 As soon as men begin to write on nature, 
they fall into euphuism. 1852 Lever Daltons I. xxvii. 225 
Her perfumed little notes, written in a style of euphuism all 
her own. _ 1874 Green Short Hist . vii. 427 The Pedantry 
of Euphuism was giving way to the pedantry of Scriptural 
phrases. 

% transf. Affected elegance in dress, etc. 

This curious use is found also in Fr. ; see Littre. 

2824 New Monthly Mag. X. 493 Their own frippery eu- 
phueism of dress and manner. 

2 . An instance of euphuism; a euphuistic phrase 
or composition. 

2871 R. F. Weymouth Euph. 13, I take a euphuism . . 
as signifying a particular form of expression characteristic 
of Lilie’s prose. ^ 1884 E. P. Hood in Chr. World 21 Aug. 
629/2 Hymn-writers, .whose frigid euphuisms have found 
their names in Mr. Miller’s large catalogue. 

H Erroneously for Euphemism. 

1865 Mrs. Gas kell Wives <5* Dau. iu Comh. Mag. Aug. 
139 ‘ If anything did — go wrong, you know’, said Cynthia, 
using an euphuism for death. 1866 Geo. Eliot F. Holt 
(1868) 63 Those are your roundabout euphuisms that dress 
up swindling till, etc. 

Euplmist (yzPfi^ist). [f. as prec. 4 -ist.] An 
imitator of the style of expression characteristic of 
Lyly’s Euphues ; one whose writing or speech is 
characterized by Euphuism. 

1820 Scott Monast. xv, There he found the Euphuist in 
the same elegant posture of abstruse calculation which he 
had exhibited on the preceding evening. 1828 Macaulay 
John Dryden It is needless to mention Sidney and the 
whole tribe of Euphuists. 1871 R. F. Weymouth Euph. 3 
Shakespeare does not call Don Adriano a euphuist ; nor 
is he such. 1874 Green Short Hist. vii. 392 Elizabeth was 
the most affected and detestable of Euphuists. 

Euplmistic (y«fia,i*stik), 0. [f. prec.4-ie.] 
Tending to or resembling euphuism ; of the nature 
of euphuism ; characterized by euphuism. Chiefly 
in inaccurate sense : Abounding in 1 highflown * 
or affectedly refined expression. 

2828 Carlyle Goethe's Helena Misc. Ess. (1888) I. 157 
If indeed it is not a little euphuistic. 184a Lytton Zanoni 
2i Ears grown nice and euphuistic in the . . dulcet melodies 
of the day. 1863 Mrs. C. Clarke Shahs. Char ; xvii, 448 
He was intended to be a satire upon some euphuistic and 
bombastious characters . . found in other plays of his time. 
1871 R. F. Weymouth Euph. 3 The most important element 
by far in the euphuistic style is antithesis. 1876 E. A. 
Abbott Bacon in Contemfi. Rev. June 154 The. .antithetical 
euphuistic prose of Essex. 

So BiipJrarstical a. = prec. Euphnrstic- 
ally adv. 

1823 Blackw. Mag. XIV. 521 Making an agreeable and 
euphuistical alliteration. 1856 R. A % Vaughan Mystics 
(i860) II. 5 A poem, most euphuistically entitled The 
Cherubic Wanderer. 2874 Motley Barneveld II. xxi. 391 
The Advocate had, as it was euphuistically expressed, been 
looking towards the enemy. 

f Etrplmize, v. Oh. [f. Euphu-es 4 -ize.] 
a. intr. To talk like Euphues. b. trans. To 
fashion after the model of Euphues. Hence 
Eu-phuized ///. a. 

1609 Dekker Gulfs Home-bk. vi. (Hares), When the Ar- 
cadian and Euphuis’d gentlewomen have their tongues 
shaipened to set upon you. <21627 Middleton Father 
Huburd's T. Wks. V. 561 For if thou Euphuize. .I’ll say 
thou borrow'st and condemn thy style, 

Eupbyllite (ywfrbit). Min. [f. Gr. ev(pv\k-os 
well-leafed (f. ev~ Eu- 4 <pvX\ov leaf) + -iTE: see 
quot. 1849.] A hydrous silicate, micaceous in 
structure, and of a white colour. 

1849 A mer. Jrnl. Sc. Ser. n. VIII. 383 The beautiful follae 
[jrzk] of this pearly white mineral have suggested the name 
Euphyllite. 1873 Proc. Amer. Phil. Sec. XIII, 391 Eu- 
phyllite accompanied by tourmaline and zirsite is a very rare 
associate of corundum. 188* Watts Diet. Chem. II. 608. 

Eupione (yuyi\om). Chem. Also 9 eupion. 
[a. Gr. eyjmcev very fat, f. ev- (see Eu-) 4 mow fat; 
later assimilated to derivatives in -one.] A vola- 
tile, oily liquid obtained by the distillation of 
wood, tar, etc. 

1838 T. Thomson Chem. Org. Bodies jot Eupion is a 
colourless limpid liquid. <r i86$ J. Wylde Circ, Sc. I, 420/a 


Eupione is another product of wood-tar. 1873 Watts 
Fownes' Chem. 549 The liquid compounds of the paraffin 
series, known in commerce as paraffin oil, photogene, solar 
oil, eupione, etc. 2882 — Diet. Chem. II. 608. 

Enplastic (v#plse*stik), a. and sb. [f. Gr. 
€virh.a<rr-Q$ easy to mould (f. eu- Eu- + irAacrros, 
f. Trhaaaeiv to form, mould) 4 -ic.] 

A. adj. That is easily formed into an organic 
tissue : see quot. 1 884. 

1847 Todd Cycl. Anat. III. 754/1 Between the. .euplastic 
and the .. aplastic deposits the gradations are almost in- 
sensible. i860 in M ayne Exp. Lex. 1884 Syd. See. Lex., 
Euplastic. Lobstein’s term for morbid deposits of plastic 
lymph which are of perfect structure and of easy organisa- 
tion, as well as for healthy blastema in general. 

35 . sb. Euplastic matter. 

1864 in Webster ; and in mod. Diets. 

il Eupncea (yz/pnJ*a). Path. [mod.L., a. Gr. 
evirvoia, f. evxvoos breathing easily, f. eu well-f- 
TtvZ-stv to breathe.] Natural or normal breathing ; 
easy respiration. 

1706 in Phillips. 1721-1800 in Bailey. 1847 in Craig. 
1876 Foster Pkys. ix. ii. (1879) 354 The different conditions 
of the respiratory centre during apnoea, normal breathing 
or eupnoea, and dyspnoea. 

Eupnoic (ywpnJ«*ik), a. [f. Gr. etnrvo-os (see 
prec.) 4- -ic.] Relating to eupncea ; breathing 
easily and freely. 1884 in Syd. Soc. Lex . 

II ElLpO'ria (y«po*‘ria), [mod.L., a. Gr. euiro/xa 
aa easy way (of doing a thing), f. eviropos easily 
done, f. €v- (see Eu-) 4 iropor way.] (See quot.) 

1706 Phillips (ed, Kersey), Euporia, a readiness in pre- 
paring Medicines, or the easiness of their Working. 1753 
Chambers Cycl. Supp . (citing Rlancard). 1775 in Ash. 

4 Ell'pory. Oh—° [Anglicized form of prec.} 

1721-1800 in Bailey. 

t Euporrstical, a. Obs. rare— 1 , [f. as next 
4 -ic + -AL.] Of a kind to be easily procured. 

1657 Tomlinson Renou's Disp. 711 There is not amongst 
. . euporistical medicaments, one more frequent or simple. 

J! Euporrston. Oh. PI. euporista. [a. Gr. €i> - 
TtopiOTOVy neut. of ev-n-op terras easy to procure (ra 
cinropiara (sc. <papp,aica) common family medicines, 
title of a work by Dioscorides), f. eu- (see Eu-) 4 
Tvopl^ecv to procure.] A common medicine ; a 
medicine that may be easily procured. 

1706 Phillips, Euporista. 1710 T. Fuller Pharm. Ex- 
temp. 420 This Euporiston doth .. melt down, and draw 
forth tough Phlegm. 1775 in Ash. 

Enpraetic (y^prreLtik), a. rare. [f. Gr. eu 

well 4 TTpa/c-y irpaaveiv to do, act : cf. PRACTIC.] 
Inclined to act rightly. 

1833 Caklyim Diderot Misc. (1857) III. 215 An easy laconic 
gentleman, .good-humoured, eupeptic, and eupractic. 

f Eupra-xy. Oh. rare- 1 , [ad. Gr. einrpagta 
well-doing, f. eu well + n pax-, updo-crew to act} 
Well-doing ; right action. 

1675 Baxter Catk. Tkeol. r. n. 5 That Liberty and Eu- 
praxy or Obedience are all one. 

t Eupyrion, Oh. [f. Gr. eu- (see Eu-) 4 w- 
peiov firestick, f. -rrvp fire.] The name given by the 
inventor to a contrivance for obtaining a light 
instantaneously; see quot. 1827. Also fig. 

1827 Faraday Chem. Ma 7 iip. i, Hertner's Eupyrion . . 
consists of a very small bottle half filled with asbestus . . 
moistened with very concentrated sulphuric add .. The 
matches are small slips of wood tipped with sulphur, .dipped 
into a mixture of chlorate of potash, and starch or sugar. 
Ibid. L 22 An eupyrion should always be conveniently 
placed in the laboratory. 1827 Hood Bianca's Dream 1, 
Each eye of hers had Love’s Eupyrion in it, That he could 
light his link afin a minute. 

li Euraquilo (yu^rse'kwife). Also Euro- 
aquilo. [L. Euraquilo (in Gr. form- EvpaKvkcov), 
Euroaquilo (Vulg.), £ L. Eur-us east -wind 4 
Aquilo north-wind.] A stormy wind from, the NE. 
or NNE. blowing in the Levant Cf. Euroolydon. 

1582 N. T. (Rhem.) Acts xxvii. 14 A tempestuous vvinde 
that is called Euro-aquilo [1611 Euroclydon. s88x ( Revised > 
Euraquilo], 

Eurasian (yu^-jan), a. and sb. [f. Eur-ope 
+ Asia (in sense A. 1 f. the compound Eurasia ) 
4 -an.] A. adj. 

1 . Of or pertaining to Eurasia, i.e. to Europe 
and Asia considered as forming in reality one 
continent. Cf. Eurasiatic. 

x868 Haydn Diet. Dates (ed. 13), Eurasian-plain, the 
great central plain of Europe and Asia. 

2 . Of mixed European and Asiatic (esp. Indian) 
parentage. (The earlier designation was East 
Indian.) 

1844 J. M. Local Sketches (Calcutta) in N. <$■ Q. Ser.vi. XII. 
177 The Eurasian Belle. 1858 Calcutta Rev. XXXI. 9 6 
East Indian subscribers to the Fund are a very superior 
class to the mixed Eurasian population we see around us. 
z8oo S. Times 26 Aug. 4/2 The term Eurasian is applied 
to the offspring of a European father and a Hindoo or 
Mussulman woman in India. 1870 Kaye Sepoy War II, 291 
The families also of European or Eurasian merchants and 
traders were gathered there [at Cawnpore] in large numbers. 
1881 G. A. Mackay Tour Sir AH Baba 121 The Eurasian 
girl is often pretty and graceful. 

B. sb. ‘ A modern name for persons of mixt 
European and Indian blood’ (Col. Yule). See 
Chee-Chee. 


2845 Stocqueler Handbk. Brit, India (1854) 30 Eura- 
sians, a term invented by the late^ Marquis of Hastings, 
conventionally accepted as embracing all the progeny of 
whi.e fathers and Hindoo or Mahometan mothers. 2869 
E. A. Pa ekes Tract. Hygiene (ed. 3) 461 Eurasians (that 
is the mixed race of British, Portuguese, Hindoo, Malay, 
blood mixed in all degrees). x88o G. A. Mackay Tour Sir 
AH Baba 723 The shovel-hats are surprised that the Eura- 
sian does not become a missionary or a schoolmaster. 

Eurasiatic (yff>r,<? Jbsetik), a. [f. as prec. 4 
-ATI a] Of or pertaining toEurasia ; see prec. A. 1. 

2870 Huxley in Contemp. Rev. XIV. 519 Spreading over 
the great Eurasiatic plains. 2883 G. Allen Colin Clout's 
Gard. xxiv, In the colder parts of the Eurasiatic continent. 

t Eure, sb. Oh. Also 4-6 ure, 5 ewre. [a. 
OF. eure, heur r aur t Walloon aweure * Pr. agur r 
augur , augur iy Sp. agihro. It. augurio L. 
augurium augury, omen; cf. F. bonheur.\ Destiny, 
fate, whether good or evil* luck. 

2375 Barbour Bruce 1. 312 Tak the vre that god wald 
send. 1430 Lydg. Chron . Troy 1. v. As the goddes in this 
myne alien ture Lyst to ordeyne for my fatall eure. c 1440 
Generydes 2788 Bothe on thei rode to knowe what was ther 
vre. 1477 Earl Rivers (Caxton) Dictes 119 The moste 
and grettest ewre or happe of aman is to have a good 
felawe. ^ c 2525 Skelton Col Clouts 1003 He hath good 
ure Which can hymselfe assure How fortune wyll endure. 

*f Eure, v. Obs. [L prec. sb.] tram. To des- 
tine ; to invest withy as by the decree of fate. 

2428 Will Flore (Somerset Ho.), If god eure him to dye. 
1440 Dk. Glouc. Manifesto, Patent Roll 18 Hen. VI. pt.nr. 
The worship that God so long hath cured him with. 1526 
Skelton Magnyf. 6 Men nowadayes be so unhappely ured 
That nothynge than welth may worse be endured. 

Eureka (yuerf'ka), int. {sb.) [Gr. evpipca, ist 
pers. sing. perf. of ebpiatceiv to find. The correct 
spelling heureka is rare.] 

1 . The exclamation (* I have found it’) uttered 
by Archimedes when he discovered the means of 
determining (by specific gravity) the proportion of 
base metal in Hiero’s golden crown. (See Vitru- 
vius Arch, ix, iii, Plutarch Mor. (Didot) 1338.) 
Hence allusively, an exulting exclamation at having 
made a discovery. 

[2570 Dee Math. Pref., For this, may I (with, ioy) say, 
EYt'HKA.] 1603 Holland Plutarch's Mor. 590 [Archi- 
medes] crying out, Henreca. 1658 tr. Porta's Nat . Mag, 
xvni. viii. 384 We have gone beyond Archimedes his Eureka. 
2742 Fielding % Andrews 11. xxit, (ed. 2) 267 Adams . . re- 
turned overjoyed . .crying out * Eureka ' [ed. 1 (1742 ) Evprj/ea ; 
ed- 3 (i743) Heureka.] 1828 Byron Ch. Har. iv. Ixxxi, We 
clap Our hands, and cry ‘ Eureka ! ’ 2862 Burton Bk. 

Hunter 1. 34 A triumphant cry of Eureka ! calls me to his 
place of rest. 2877 Farrar My Youth viii. 73 That great 
Eureka, — * We have found the Messiah’, 

2 . A discovery justifying self-congratulation. 
Often used attrib. by advertising tradesmen in the 
names given to special articles of manufacture. 

2853 Advt. in Athenseum 29 Jan. 251 Eureka shirts. 
2854 Badham Halieut. 233 A recent addition to the long 
list of modern Mediterranean eurekas. 

Eurhytliia (yzrrik’m). [ad. Gr. (rd) evpv&pov, 
neut. of evpvOpos : see below.] =* Eurhythmy r. 

1831 Fraser's Mag. IV. 279 They pretend to feast our 
eyes with symmetry, proportion, eurythm [jfir], harmony. 

Eurhyrnmic (yMrrJmik), a. [f, next 4 -10.] 
Of or pertaining to well-arranged proportion, esp. 
in architecture. 

1831 Fraser's Mag. IV. 287 Each [design], .is exceedingly 
funny in its way . . with regard to ‘ tactic efficiency’, * eu- 
rythmlc frir] diathesis', .and every other imaginable kind of 
diathesis. 2855 Lewes Goethe (2864) 277 Owing to some 
eurhythmic tendency in the construction of Greek plays. 

Eurjbiyiilamy (y«ri‘>mi). Forms : 7 euryth- 
mie, 8-9 enrithmy, -ythmy. Also 8-9 in L. 
form eurytlimia. [ad. L. eur{h)ythmia (Vitruv.) 
proportion, a. Gr. tvpvdjjua, f. tvpvBptos well-pro- 
portioned (f. ev- (see Eu-) 4 proportion. 

Rhythm) ; cf. Fr. eurhythmiei\ 

1. Archil. Harmony in the proportions of a 
building. 

1624 Wotton Archit. 118 Eurythmia is that agreeable 
Harmony, betweene the breadth, length and height of all 
the Roomes of the Fabrique.. which suddenly. . taketh euery 
Beholder. 1721-1800 in Bailey. 1847 Leitch tr. Muller's 
Anc. Art § 128 As well as the law of symmetry and 
eurhythmy. 1876 Gwilt Archit. Gloss, s. v. 

2 . Path. Regularity of the pulse. 

2722-2800 Bailey, Euritkmy, an excellent Disposition 
of the Pulse. 2884 Syd. Soc. Lex. t Eurythmia, regularity 
in beat of the pulse. . . 

3 . In wider senses of Gr. svpvBpia : a. Rhythm- 
ical order or movement; b. a graceful propor- 
tion and carriage of the body. 

1706 in Phillips. 1721-1800 in Bailey. 1844 Beck & 
Felton tx.Munk's Metres 1 The artistic figure, as well as the 
artistic rhythm, must be beautiful. In this case we say the. 
artistic figure has symmetry, and the artistic rhythm has 
eurhythmy.. . ” ■ ■ 

t Eurrpe. Oh. [a. F. euripe , ad. L. euripuSy 
a. Gr. evpirras : see Euripus.} «= Euripus. 

2600 Holland Livy XLim. xi. 1177 On the other side 
there is an Euripe or arm of the sea. 2622 Burton Anat. 
Mel in. iv. 1. i, A sea full of shelves and rocks, sands, gulfes, 
Eurlpes and contrary tides, a 1649 Drumm. of Hawth. 
Cypress Grove Wks. ri9 What Euripe . .doth change so often 
as man? 2656-82 Blount Glossogr., Euripe , any strait, fret 
or Channel of the Sea, running between two shoars. 
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Jig. 1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. vn. xiii. 366 Nor 
can he [a man] ever perish but in the Euripe of Ignorance, 
t Eu*rip£z@, V. Obs. rare— 1 , [ad. Gr. (Si-) 
fvphrlfrtv (Arist. Probl. § 25) ; if not a misreading, 
it is f. E^ptiros (see next), with sense *to change 
like the tides of the Euripus ’.] intr. (See quot.) 

*646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. vn. xiii. 366 Aristotle., 
seemes to borrow a Metaphor from Euripus ; while . . he 
enqulreth, why in the upper parts of houses the ayre doth 
Euripize, that is, is whirled hither and thither. [Hence in 
Blount Glossogr., and in later Diets.] 

Euripus (yn«rdi*p£s). PI euripi. [L., a. Gr. 
evpirr-os, f. eu- (see Eu~) + pint) rush.] 

1 . In ancient Geography, the proper name of 
the channel between Euboea (Negropont) and the 
mainland, celebrated for the violence and uncer- 
tainty of its currents. Hence gen. a strait or sea- 
channel, esp. one having these characteristics, 

x6ox Holland Pliny I. 82 From thence [Hellespontus] 
there is extended a small Euripus or arme of the sea for 86 
miles. 1630 R. Johnson's Kingd. # Contmw. 643 That 
Euripus . .by reason of his. .violent course is never frozen. 
The other Euripus on the backside of Groneland heth three 
inlets. .Betweene these two raging Euripi lyeth an Hand. . 
the habitation, .of the Pigmies. 1751 Chambers Cycl., Eu- 
rigushas since become a general name for all streights where 
the water is in great motion or agitation. 

Jig. a 1797 Burke (T.), The provision of this establishment 
. .should not fluctuate with the Euripus of funds and ac- 
tions, 1884 Pall Mall G. 16 Feb. 2/1 Although all nations 
are nowadays more or less unquiet, Paris seems to lie in a 
very Euripus of change. 

2. transf. 

1766 Smollett Trav. II. xxxii. 131 (Jod.lThe euripus, or 
canal, made by order of Julius Cassar to contain crocodiles 
and other aquatick animals which were killed occasionally. 
1849-50 Weale Did. Terms, Euripus , any artificial canal 
or water-course. 

Eurite (yu«*rrit). Min. [a. Fr. eurite, f. Gr. 
ttipvros (recorded in sense * flowing plentifully’), 
f. €$ well + p&ew to flow, 

D'Aubuisson, who gave the name in 1819, states (Glognosie 
II. 1 1 9) that he meant it to denote ‘ the principal character- 
istic of the rock, viz. its melting when exposed to fire*.] 

* A variety of syenite occurring near Christiania, 
of a blue colour and stratified \ (Watts.) 

1847 Craig, Eurite , White-stone, the Weiss-stein of Wer- 
ner. A variety of granite, in which felspar predominates. 
185* Th. Ross tr. Humboldt's Trav. I. xv. 490 note, Talk- 
schiefer of Werner, without garnets or serpentine? not eurite 
or weisstein. 1879 Rutley Study Rocks xii. 2x4 The eurites 
proper are more easily fusible than the felstones. 

Hence Eturiiac (yueri'tik), a., pertaining to or 
consisting of eurite. 

1844 Darwin Geol. Observ. n. xix. (1876) 470 Near the 
Pacific, the mountain-ranges are generally formed of syen- 
ite or granite, or an allied euritic porphyry. 1879 Rutley 
Study Rocks x. 152 A globular condition of silica , . occur- 
ring in the euritic porphyries of Les Settons. 

Euro-aquilo : see Eubaquilo. 
t Euro-boreal, a. Obs. [f. late L. Euro-, a. 
Gr. E vpo- combining form of Rvpos (see Eurus) + 
Boreal.] North-easterly. 

1664 Evelyn Sylva (1776) 285 In Cheshire . . Cumberland 
and Anglesey and several of our Euro-boreal tracts. 

Euroclydon (yu<>rp*klid$i). [a. Gr. cvpofeXvScw 
(if genuine, only in Acts xxvii. 14, where the better 
attested reading is tvpa/cvXajv : see Eubaquilo), 
f. cZpos east wind -f KXbScov wave, billow.] A 
stormy wind mentioned in the Acts of the Apostles ; 
see Eubaquilo. Hence occas. with allusion to this, 
a ‘ tempestuous wind * in general. Also fig. 

x6xx Bible Acts xxvii. 14 There arose against it a tem- 
pestuous winde called Euroclydon. 1667 Waterhouse 
Fire Lond. 3 Men are so variously acted in this Euroclydon 
of Providence. 1676 I. Mather Hist. Wars (1862) 162 It 
..continued a cold Euroclidon, or, North-East storm all 
that day and night. 1767 J. Bryant (title) Observations 
and Inquiries relating to various parts of Ancient History, 
containing Dissertations on the Wind Euroclydon. 1839 
Longf. Midn. Mass for Dying Year, The storm-wind 
from Labrador, The wind Euroclydon. 1870 Lowell Study 
Wind., Good Word Jor Winter, Euroclydon. .bellows down 
the chimney 

E uropaeo-, -eo- (yu^r^pf^-), combining form 
oi’L.Europmus European in Europe o-AmeTican 
a. t pertaining jointly to Europe and America. 
Huxope o- Asiatic a. (see quot.). Europe© *0- 
Sibe rian a., comprising most of Siberia and a 
large part of Europe. 

1841 Sterling Russia 153 The idea of an Asiatic balance 
of political power, as well as a Europeo-American one, 
etc. 1853 Gen. P. Thompson Audi Alt. (1858) I. xv. 52 
A Europeo- Asiatic power will probably at some time give 
the signal for a break-up. <;x86o G. Bentham. Notes on 
Comgositx 542 Under the name of Europaeo- Asiatic or North 
temperate and Mountain region. 1877 Bennett tr. Thomfs 
Struct. Bot.fi 878)438 The E uropaeo-Siberian Forest Region 
[One of Griesbach’s 24 phytogeographical regions of the 
earth.] 

European (yueropran), a. and sb. Also 7 
Europian, -seam. [ad. Fr. europien , f. L. europmts , 
f. Europa , a. Gr. Rvp&Tnj Europe.] A. adj. 

1 . Belonging to Europe, or its inhabitants. 

In India, European (not ‘English* or ‘British*) is the 
official designation applied to the troops sent from the 
United Kingdom, as distinguished from the native soldiers. 
1603 Knolles Hist. Turks (1638) 152 At such time as he 


washy the Europian Tartars deliuered. 2624 Bedell Lett. 
iv. 78 On the Christian and European side, was the word, 
Et erunt Reges nutritii tui . 1632 Massinger Maid oj 

Honour 1. i, England, The empress of the European isles. 
170a Rowe Tamerl. j. i, Polish‘d Arts of European Courts. 
1862 Dana Man. Geol. 559 The European Caves were mostly 
Caves of Bears. X878 Morley Carlyle Crit. Misc. Ser. 1. 
198 Spain was finally thrust from among the efficient ele- 
ments in the European State-system. 

b. Taking place in, or extending over, Europe. 

1665 Manley Grotius ’ Loro C. Warres 675 Their An- 
cestors . . were not content with European Victories. 1837 
Lockhart Scott (1839) IX. 359 The popularity of Sir 
Walter Scott, European and more than European as it 
was. Mod. A scholar of European celebrity. 

2 . Comb. 

1725 De Foe Voy. round World (1840) 63 They bad five 
or six European-built ships. 

B. sb. A native of Europe. 

1632 Massinger City Madam m. Hi, You are learned Eu- 
ropeans, and we worse Than ignorant Americans. 1649 G. 
Daniel Trinarch., Hen. IV, ccciv, Iudging Soules (Euro- 
peans are soe) Laught at them afeard. 1692 in Coles. 1721- 
x8oo in Bailey. X844 H. H. Wilson Brit. India III. 360 
Europeans in India rarely possessing . . the inclination to 
invest capital in landed property. 1858 J, • B. N orton 
Topics 64 He had saved the lives of three Europeans. 

Enropeanism (yu®n?pranizm). [f. prec. + 
-ISM.] a. Tendency to adopt what is European ; 
e.g. European ideas, manner of living, systems of 
government, etc. b. Anything peculiar to or 
characteristic of Europe or Europeans, e. The 
modes of living, thought, etc. current in Europe. 

1828 Blackvo. Mag. XXIV. 67 Orientals drawn by an 
European are always likely to have an unnatural tinge of 
Europeanism, in their modes of thought and action. 1864 
Sala in Daily Tel. _ 13 Oct., To eat alone and a la 
carte is known as living on ‘the European system’, and 
you are mulcted for your Europeanism accordingly. 2865 
Cornk. Mag. Oct. 512 The Maories are suffering now from 
a surfeit of Europeanism. 1887 Pall Mall G. 23 July 3 /x 
For a European to write of modern Hinduism is much as 
though a native of India were to write of modern European- 
ism or modern Christianity. 

Europea*2xity. rare. [f. as prec. + -ity.] The 
quality or fact of being European. 

1805 W. Taylor in Monthly Mag. XIX. 657 Madoc 
would soon have surpassed in Europeanity of reputation 
the pretended works of Ossian. 

Europeanization (yuempDanjsiz^Jbn). [f. 

next +• -ATION.] The process of Europeanizing. 

1882 E ; Dicey in 19 th Cent. Aug. 169 The gradual Euro- 
peanisation of Egypt. 18 36 Academy xi Dec. 401 The 
process of Europeanisation in Japan. 

Europeanize (yuwpranaiz), v. [f. Euro- 
bean a. + -ize.] trans. To make European in 
appearance, form, habit, or mode of life. 

1857 Sat. Rev. IV. 459/2 To suppose that India can be 
Europeanized through the pressure exerted by a mass of 
settlers. 1870 J. Macgregor Rob Roy on Jordan viii. 
121 This is the only piece of real carriage-way in all Syria, 
and its presence., at once Europeanises the scene. x88o 
K. Johnston Lond. Geog. 82 In Japan * everything is being 
rapidly Europeanised *. 

b. To make coextensive with Europe. 

1857 T. E. Webb Intellect. Locke i. 8 The reaction thus 
originated in Germany was. .Europeanized by France. 

Hence Europe- anized ppl. a. Europe *anizing 
vbl. sb . ; also attrib. 

1849 Curzon Visits Monast. 72 The natty vessels which 
were more Europeanised and quicker than mine. 1874 
Sayce Compar. Philol. iv. 140 The most Europeanised of 
the Turanian tongues. 2888 Bryce Amer. Comnvw. III. 
vi. cxiii. 626 In the Eastern cities the upper class is more 
Europeanized in its code of etiquette. 1887 Athenaeum 
14 May 634/3 Ismail Pasha’s Europeanizing policy. 

Eurose, var, f. Ewrose, Obs., rose-water. 

J* Eu’rous, a. Obs. Also 5 eureux, ewrous, 
6 eurouse. [a. AF. eiirous, OF. eiireux (mod.F. 
heureux ), f. eur : see Eure sb.] Lucky, pros- 
perous, successful. 

CX430 Lydg. Thebes 1267 Tidyus Eurous in Armes, and 
manly in workyng. 2473 Fdw. IV. Proclam, xo Nov., 
Patent Roll 13 Edw. IV. pt. 1, In this world to be there, 
fore the more eureux and fortunate. 1474 Caxton Chesse 
in. iii. Fivb, As long as a man is ewrous and fortunat 
he hath many frendes. c 15x0 Barclay Mirr. Good Mann. 
(1570) Aiv, More eurouse or happy.. Then if the whole 
world by him were subiugate. 

II Etums (yue-r^s). Obs. [L. Eurus , a. Gr. Evpos 
the east wind (more correctly ESE.).] The east- 
wind, ESE. or SE. ; the god of the east-wind. 
Now only Mythol. or in poet, personification. 

c 1325 E. E. A Hit. P. C. 133 Eurus Sc Aquiloun. . Blowes 
bo!>e at my bode vpon bio watteres. 1398 Trevisa Barth. 
De P. R. xi. iii. (1495) 386 Eurus that is the South este 
wynde. 2606 Peacham Graphice 0 .), Eurus . . must be 
drawn wth blown cheeks, wings upon his shoulders, and 
his body the colour of the tawny moon. 2667 Milton P. L. 
x. 705 Forth rush the Levant and the Ponent Winds, Eurus 
and Zephir. 2727 Pope, etc. Art oj Sinking 120 Recipe 
for a tempest. Take eurus, zephyr, auster and boreas, and 
cast them together in one verse. 1775 in Ash. 2828 in 
Webster; and in mod. Diets. 

Enrycepbalic (yu9:ri|S/f2e*lik), a. Ethnol. [f. 
Gr. tbpb-s wide + K€<paXfi head + -10.] lit . Broad- 
headed; applied to a subdivision of the brachy- 
cephalic or short broad-skulled races of mankind. 

[x866 Huxley Preh. Rem. Caithn. 85, I propose to sub- 
divide the Brachycephali into Eurycephali, with the cephalic 
index *8o to *84, and Brachistocephali, with the cephalic index 


•85 and above.] 1878 Bartley ;tr . Topinards Anthrop. v. 
176 Euryeephalic, large skull. 

Eurycerous (yu®ri*seras), a. [ad. Gr. efyd- 
K€p-m, f. evpv-s broad + nep-as horn + -OUS.J Hav- 
ing broad horns. 

1836 in Smart ; and in mod. Diets. 

EurygnatEous (yueri-gnaj?3s\ a. [f. Fr. 
eurygnathe (f. Gr. tvpv-s broad 4- 7 pcl 6 -o$ jaw) 4- 
-ous.J Having a broad upper-jaw. 

2878 Bartley tr. Topinard's Anthrop. n. i. 201 The 
second, a Mongolian, with the face- broad, in consequence 
of the prominence of the cheek-bones (eurygnathous). 

Eurypterid (yu®ri*pterid), Nalxont. [ad. 
mod.L. Eurypteridse pi., f. Eurypterus name of 
the typical genus, f. Gr. evpv-s broad + irrepuv 
feather, wing.] 

One of a group of fossil Crustacea, abundant in 
the Silurian and Devonian periods, some of which 
attained a large size. The name is due to a pair of 
broad swimming appendages, the hindmost of a 
series attached to the cephalo- thorax. 

1871 Hartwig Subterr. W. ii. 125 Contemporaneous with 
the Trilobites were the Eurypterids, which vary from one 
foot to five or six feet in length. 1873 Dawson Earth <$> 
Man iv. 71 Eurypterids. .with powerful limbs, long flexible 
bodies, and great eyes in the front of the head. 

Eurystomatous (yueri^tp-matss^ a. [f. Gr. 
ebpb-s broad + erro/ta, ar 6 par-os mouth + -OUS.] 
Wide-mouthed. Chiefly of serpents: Having a 
distensible mouth. 

1878 Bell Gegenbauer's Comp. Anat. 463 The two halves 
of the jaw are movably connected together in the eurysto- 
matous Ophidii. 

Eurythm, etc. : see Eurhythm, etc. 
EuseMan (yz/srbian), a. and sb. [ad. L. Euse- 
bian-us, f. Eusebi-us.] A. adj. 

1 . Of or pertaining to Eusebius, a. A distinctive 
epithet applied in the 4th c. to the Arians, from 
their leader Eusebius, bishop of Nicomedia. 

(Mod. writers have often regarded it as referring to his 
contemporary Eusebius of Caesarea, whose theology was 
rather semi- Arian than Arian, and who formed no party.) 

1882-3 Schaff Relig. Encycl. I. 161/2 Gregorius, a 
bishop of the Eusebian party. 

b. Pertaining to Eusebius of Caesarea, or the 
historical works written by him. Eusebian Canons : 
an arrangement of the contents of the four Gospels 
into ten classes of passages, according as the 
passages occur in Matthew, Mark, Luke, or John 
alone, or in any one of the nine possible combina- 
tions of two or three out of the four. Numerals 
referring to these canons are often found in MSS. 
of the Greek N. T. and of the early versions. 

2860 Angus Bible Handbk. 23 To these [Ammonian] 
sections Eusebius . . adapted his tables of references, called 
from him the Eusebian Canons. 1870 Bp. Chr. Wordsworth 
N. Test. I. xxv, The Eusebian Canons of the Four Gospels. 

2 . Eusebian pear: (the original has chrestien 1 
see Bon-christian under Bon. ) 

a 1693 Urquhart Rabelais xix. xiii, You shall eat good 
Eusebian and Bergamot-Pears. 

B. sb. A member of the Eusebian sect. 

1730-6 Bailey (folio), Eusebians, a sect of Arians, socalled 
on account of the favour shown them by Eusebius, bishop 
of Caesarea, 1838 Penny Cycl. X. 95/x s.v. Eusebius , 
The party to which he [Eusebius of Caesarea] attached him- 
self were called Eusebians, from their leader Eusebius of 
Nicomedia. 

Hence Euse*bianize v. intr., to incline to Euse- 
bian views. Euse’bianizing ppl. a. 

x888 T, W. Allies Holy See p. vi. The great letter of St. 
Julius to the Eusebianising bishops at Antioch in 342. 

Enskarian (y«ske»*rian), a. and sb. [f. Basque 
Euskara, Eskuara, Uskar a, the Basque language.] 
Basque; used by some ethnologists to designate 
that pre- Aryan element in the population of Europe, 
which they suppose to be typically represented 
by the Basques. 

1864 I, Taylor Words <5* Places (1873) 113 The black- 
haired^ short-statured race which is found . . in parts of 
Wales is undoubtedly of Ugrian or Euskarian, not of Celtic 
blood. 2870 Huxley in Contemp. Rev. 5x9 The people of 
Spain and of Aquitaine at the present day must be largely 
‘ Euskarian ’ by descent. 1882 Cornk. Mag. Dec. 733 The 
Portland of the earliest Celtic or Euskarian settlers. 2883 
G. Allen Colin Clout's Gard. xxxix, The Euskarians are 
separated in our island from the Anglo-Saxons and Danes 
by [a] long interval. 

Eustachian (y^st^-kian), a. Anat. [f. Bu- 
st achi-tts name of a celebrated Italian anatomist 
(died 1574) + -an.] Used as the distinctive epithet 
in the names of certain anatomical structures or 
organs which were discovered by Eustachius. 
t Eustachian medulla : the medullary portion of 
the kidneys. Eustachian tube (occas. E. canal ) : 
a canal leading from the upper part of the pharynx 
to the cavity of the tympanum, which it appears 
to supply with air; hence Eustachian Catheter , 
an instrument for inflating the Eustachian tube 
with air. Eustachian valve : a membranous fold 
at the orifice of the vena cava inferior, which in the 
foetus directs the current of blood from this vessel 
to the foramen ovale and left auricle. 
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1741 Monro Anat. Nerves (ed. 3) 15 The Kidneys, .have 
a reticulated Cortex of Vessels, from which the Eustachian 
or Beliinian 'Medulla, consisting of longitudinal Fibres and 
a few longitudinal Blood Vessels, proceeds. Ibid. 114 Part 
of the Eustachian Tube. 1755 Wathen Hearing in Phil. 
Trans. XLIX. 215 , 1 took that opportunity to examine the 
eustachian tube of each ear. 1831 R, Knox Cloquet's A nat. 
636 The . . Eustachian Valve. 1870 T. Holmes Syst. Surg. 
(ed. 2)1X1.289 Recourse must be had to the Eustachian 
catheter. 2872 Huxley- Pkys. viii. 213 The function of the 
Eustachian tube is probably to keep the air in the tympanum 
. . of about the same tension ast that on the outer side. 

t Eustoma*cMc, a. Obs. rare- 1 , [f. Gr. «u- 
ffTofjiax-os good for the stomach (f. ev- Eu- +■ 
GT&fmx 0 * stomach) -t- -ic. ] Good for the stomach. 

1661 Lovell Hist. Anirn. <5* Min . 242 Diphilus saith they 
are eustomachick, but preferreth the rosted before those 
that are boiled. 

t Eustomaxhical, a. Oh. rare- 1 , [f. as 
prec. + -al.] = prec. 

2657 Tomlinson Renods Disp. 208 Gentle Purgatives and 
eustomachical Medicaments, .are assumed. 

Eusto'machotts, a. rare. [f. as prec. + -ous.l 
* Having a good digestion ; easy of digestion 1 
(Syd. Soc. Lex. 1884). 

Eustrydge, obs. form of Ostrich. 

Eustyle (y£*steil), a. and sb. Archil, [ad. L. 
eustyl-os , a. Gr. evarvXos with pillars at the best dis- 
tances, f. €t 1- (see Eu-) + arvKos pillar : cf. F. eustyle .] 
A. adj. Of a building, colonnade, etc. : Having 
the space between each successive pair of columns 
equal to two diameters of a column and a quarter 
or half diameter. B. sb. The distance itself. 

[1563 Shuts A rchit. F j a, Eustylos. .the distaunce betwen 
the . 2. piilers to be . 2 . Diameters & a quarter . . but at 
the furdest . 2 . Diameters and a halfe or . 3.] 1696 Phil- 
lips, Eustyle , the order where Pillars are rightly placed ; 
the Intercolumniations being two Diameters and a Quarter. 
2775 R. Chandler Trav. Asia M. (1825) I. 152 The Tem- 
ple was in antis , or of the eustyle. species. 2832 Gell Pom- 
peiana X. v. 80 The distance of two diameters and a half 
called the eustyle. 2876 Gwilt Archit. 839 The diastyle 
and eustyle intercolumniations are very convenient in use. 

Elltaxite (y«tse*ks 3 it). Geol. [f. Gr. tv- (see 
Eu-) + ra£ts arrangement + -ITE. 

The name was given by Fritsch and Reiss, Geol.Beschrez- 
bung Tenerife (1868) 414.] 

A rock consisting of layers of different kinds of 
lava lying regularly one above the other. 

1879 Rutley Study Rocks xii. 233 The eutaxites of the 
Canary Islands, .are agglomerate and banded lavas. 

Hence Entaxi*tic a., of the nature of eutaxite. 

2884 G. H. Williams in Amer. Jml. Sc. Ser. m. XXVIII. 
261 The structure termed by Fritsch and Reiss 4 Eutaxitic ’ 
.. observed in acid lavas like trachyte and phonolite. 

f Eutaxy. Obs. [a. F. eutaxie , ad. Gr. tvrapja 
good arrangement, f. wtolktos well-arranged, f. eu 
well + r&aotiv to arrange.] Good or established 
order or arrangement. 

2624 T. Adams Devils Banquet 52 Let not Gods eutaxie, 
Order, by our friuolous scruples be brought to ataxie, Con- 
fusion. 2649 Needham Case ofCommw. 18 Those two can 
never be secured, nor any politicall eutaxie, good Order, or 
Tranquillity maintained. 2675 R. Burthogge Causa Dei 
41 x The Eutaxie and Goodly order of the World. 2677 
Gale Crt. Gentiles II. iv. 159 Plato makes Justice to be 
the evra£t a, Eutaxie of moderate empire. 

Eutectic (y«te*ktik), a. & sb. [ad. Gr. evrrjfcros 
easily melting (f. tv- ~Eu- + Trjfc-tiv to melt) + -ic.] 
A. adj. Characterized by eutexia ; of a nature 
to melt easily. B. sb. A eutectic substance. 

1885 Athenxum 28 Mar, 412/3 The temperature of lique- 
faction of a eutectic substance is lower than the tempera- 
ture of either, or any, of the metallic constituents of an 
alloy. 2884 Asclepiad Oct. App. 3 Eutexia .. applies to 
compound bodies in chemistry * whose chief characteristic 
is the lowness of their temperature of fusion.’ They are 
henceforth to be called eutectics. 

II Euterpe (y**t§up* \ [mod.L., a. Gr. ExjTkpTrrj 
the name of one of the Muses (goddess of music), 
f. well 4* rtpir-tiv to please.] 

1 . Bot. A genus of palms of extremely graceful 
habit, sometimes nearly a hundred feet in height 
( Treas . Bot. 1866.) 

2 . Astron. The 27th asteroid. 

2867 Lardner & Dunkin Handbk. Astron. xv. (ed. 3) 224 
The planet Euterpe was found on the evening of the 8th of 
November 2853, by Mr. Hind. 

Euterpean (ywtS-ipian), a. [f. L. Euterpe \ a. 
Gr. Eurepwr) (see prec.) + -an.] Pertaining to the 
muse Euterpe, or to music. 

Mod. A performance that would have been barely credit- 
able to the ‘ Euterpean ’ or ‘Philharmonic’ Society of a 
country town. 

Eutexia (ywte-ksia). [a. Gr. tvrrjgia, f. cu- 
(see Eu-) + rijKttv to melt.] The quality of melting 
easily, i.e. at a low temperature. 

2884 [see Eutectic], 2885 A thenzum 28 Mar. 412/3 The 
phenomena of eutexia . . as it has been named by Dr. Guthrie, 

Euthanasia (y£J>an£i*zia, -sia). [a. Gr. *v6a- 
vaaria, f. ev- (see Eu-) + Bavar-os death.] 

1 . A gentle and easy death. 

2646 Bp. Hall Balm Gil. 337 But let me prescribe and 
commend to thee, my sonne, this true spirituall meanes of 
thine happy Euthanasia. 1709 Tatler No. 44 P 3 Give me 
but gentle Death : Euthanasia, Euthanasia, that is all I 


implore. 2768 Burke Corr. (1844) I, 155 At her age, no 
friend could have hoped for your mother any thing but the 
Euthanasia. 2837 Carlyle Fr. Rev. II. v. v. Not a tor- 
ture death, but a quiet euthanasia. 287s H. C. Wood 
Therap. (2879) 230 It has been very largely employed to 
induce euthanasia in advanced stages of phthisis. 
fig. 2813 T. J efferson /-Fr#. (2830) IV. 224 We must leave 
. .to others.. to prepare this euthanasia for Platonic Christi- 
anity. 2844 Disraeli Coningsby vu. iii, This euthanasia of 
the day exercises a strange influence on the hearts of those 
who love. 

2 . The means of bringing about a gentle and 
easy death. Also transf and fig. 

1742 Hume Essays <1875) I. 120 Death is unavoidable to 
the political as well as to the animal body. Absolute monar- 
chy . is the easiest death, the true Euthanasia of the 
British constitution. 2792 A. Young Trav. France (2794) 
I. 11. xi. 414 If they [great cities] conduct easily to the 
grave, they become the best euthanasia of too much popu- 
lousness. 1797 Hist. Europe in Ann. Reg. 257/1 Sir Francis 
Burdett. .said, that without a reform of Parliament corrup- 
tion would become the euthanasia of the constitution. 1829 
Gen. P. Thompson Exerc. (1842) I. 12 The true Eutha- 
nasia of religious dissension . . is in the Thousand-and-One 
sects, whereof none shall be before or greater than another. 
2862 Merivale Rom. Emp. (1865) III. xxviii. 335 The true 
euthanasia she discovered, it is said, in the bite of the asp. 

3 . In recent use : The action of inducing a gentle 
and easy death. 

Used esp. with reference to a proposal that the law should 
sanction the putting painlessly to death of those suffering 
from incurable and extremely painful diseases. 

1869 Lecky Europ. Morals I. xi. 233 An euthanasia, an 
abridgment of the pangs of disease. 1873 L. A. Tolle- 
mache in Fortn. Rev. Feb. 218 All persons who feel a lively 
interest in the mitigation of human suffering, should re- 
joice that ^ the very interesting essay on Euthanasia . . has 
been published in a separate form. 1873 — in Spectator 
22 Feb. 240 Euthanasia would be.. no more demoralising 
than capital punishment. 

Hence (rare or nonce-wdsl ) Euthana sian a., of 
or pertaining to euthanasia. Euthana-siast, one 
who advocates euthanasia. (See Euthanasia 3.) 

1873 Contemp. Rev. XXI. 706 Mankind at different 
stages of culture differ utterly as to the morality of suicide 
and * euthanasian ’ homicide. 2884 L. A. Tollemache 
Stones of Stumbling 5 The Euthanasiasts must be admitted 
to have gained the day. 

Eutiiaaasy (yz^’nasi). Now rare. [Angli- 
cized form of Euthanasia. Cf. Fr. eutkanasie .1 
- Euthanasia 1 ; also fig. 

1633 Earl Manch. Al Mondo (1636) 164 Augustus Caesar 
, .so often as he heard of a man that had a quicke passage, 
with little sense of paine, he wished for himselfe that Eutha- 
nasie. <21637 B. Jonson Unde-rwoods, Eupkeme ix, Dare 
1 profane so irreligious be, To greet or grieue her soft eu- 
thanasy. 2736 in Bailey (folio). 1775 in Ash. 1821 De 
Quincey Co? f ess. (1862) 240 The practice. . tends to a natural 
euthanasy. 1862 Syd. Dobell Love, The swift euthanasy 
of her last change. 

Euth.a*natize, v. nonce-wd. trans. To subject 
to ‘euthanasia’. 

1873 Spectator 22 Feb. 241/1 , 1 saw a crab euthanatlsing a 
sickly fish, doubtless from the highest motives. 

Eutimtro'pic (yuTpiutip-pik), a. Seismology. 
[f. Gr. tvQv-s straight + rpo-no-s direction + -10.] 

2882 J. Milnes in Nature No. 632. 226 In other shocks 
normal or direct vibrations are the most prominent. These 
shocks might be called euthutropic. 
i Eu'thymy, Obs. Also 7 euthymie. [a. Gr. 
tvOvpda, f. eu- (see Eu~) + Qvjxus mind, mood.] 
Cheerfulness, tranquillity. 

1623 Cockeram, Euthymie , Hearts-ease, quietnesse. 1671 
H. M. tr. Erasm. Colloq. 221 Tranquillity, or, to speak m 
Greek .. euthymie, or quietness of mind. 1730-6 Bailey 
( folio), Euthymy. 2775 in Ash. 

Eutopia (y«t<?u‘pia). [f. Gr. tv- (see Eu-) + 
rbnos place. First used by Sir T. More or his 
friend Peter Giles (see quot. 1516), with a play on 
Utopia (f. Gr. ov rbiros, and hence = ‘ no place, 
land of no where’), the name of the imaginary coun- 
try described in More’s famous book with that title. 
Some later writers have misused the word for Utopia , 
imagining the latter to be an incorrect spelling; 
others have correctly used the two words in an an- 
tithesis.] A region of ideal happiness or good order. 

[1326 Sir T. More or P. Giles Hexastichon Anemolii 
Poete Laureati, prefixed to Utopia, Vtopia priscis dicta ob 
infrequentiam, Nunc ciuitatis aemula Platonic® . . Eutopia 
merito sum vocanda nomine.] 2556 R. Robinson tr. Hexa- 
stichon in More's Utopia (ed. 2) S vij a, Wherfore not 
Utopie, but rather rightely My name is Eutopie, a place of 
felicitie, 1593 Sidney Apol (1891) 19 Sir Thomas Moore’s 
Eutopia. 2610 Th. Th[orpe] Dea. Healey's St. A ugustine's 
City of God, Then [when Healey translated Hall’s Mundus 
Alter et Idem, he treated] of a deuised Country scarse on 
earth, now of a desired Citie sure In heauen ; then of 
Vtopia, now of Eutopia. <2x6x3 Overbury A Wife (1638) 
253 Certain edicts from a Parliament in Eutopia. 2638 
Featley Strict. Lyndom. 11. 23 No more, .than it will prove 
there is a Commonwealth in Eutopia. 

t Eutra-pelize, v. Oh. [f. Gr. €vTpdve\-os 
(see next) + -ize.] (See quots.) 

2636-81 Blount Glossogr., Eutrapelize , to treat civilly, 
or use courteously. 2775 Ash, Eutrapelize , to behave 
courteously, to use civility. 

t Eutra*pely. Oh. rare . [ad. Gr. ebrpa rreXia, 
f. evTpcnrePos pleasant in conversation, f, ev well -f- 
rpeiretv to turn. 

The Gr. word is used by Aristotle for ‘ pleasantness in 
conversation ’ (one of the seven moral virtues enumerated 


by him) ; in the N. T. (Eph. v. 4) for reprehensible levity 
of speech (A. V. * jesting ’). The quots. below merely reflect 
these uses.] 

2396 Advice Gen. Assemb. in % MelvilPs Diary { 1842) 
350 Aischrologie, eutrapelie, using vean and profane com- 
pany. 2678 Phillips, Eutrapely, courtesie, urbanity. 2775 
Ash, Entrapely , courtesy. 

EntropMc (y&trp'fik), a. and sb. Path. [f. 
next + -10.J A. adj. Tending to promote nutrition. 
B. sb. A eutrophic medicine. 

2884 SytL.Soc. Lex. s.v.. The chief eu trophies are mercu- 
rials, the preparations of iodine, bromine, etc. 

Emtropny (yartr^fi). Path. [ad. Gr. €\tTpo<pia, 
f. well + rpexpuv to nourish.] Good nutrition. 

1721 in Bailey ; 1847 in Craig ; hence in mod. Diets, 

EtttycMaai (y.^ti*kian), a. and sb. Also 6 
Eutichian, 6-7 -©an. [ad. L. Eutychian-us, f. 
Eutych-es 4 * -ian .] 

A. adj. Of, pertaining to, or adhering to the 
doctrine of Eutyches, a presbyter of Constantinople, 
in the 5th cent., who maintained that the human 
nature of Christ was lost in the divine. B. sb. 
A member of the Eutychian sect. 

2336 J. Clement in StrypsEccl. Mem. III. App. IxL 214 
F rom all Arians, Eutichians . . and alt other heretikes. 1379 
Fulke Heskins' Pari. 187 The Eutychian heresie . . de- 
nyed the trueth of Christes body after the adunation therof 
to the Diuinitie. 1633 Pagitt Christ ianogr. 1. ii . (1636) 176 
The Armenians are iudged by manie to be Eutichean here- 
tickes. 1724 Waterland A than. Creedyn, 103 It cannot 
reasonably be set lower than the Eutychian times. 2882-3 
Schaff Encycl. Relig. Knozvl. I. 775 The measures which 
were employed against the Eutychians were rather harsh. 

Hence EutycMauism, the Eutychian heresy. 

2612 Brerewood Lang. <$• Relig. xxL 186 Eutychianisme 
so mightily prevailed in those parts. 1846 G. S. Faber 
Tractar. Secession i92The Eutychianism which Dr. Moehler 
would make^the badge of, .the Protestant System. 

Euxenite (y«’ksziiait). [f. Gr. ev^€p-os hos- 
pitable (f. cv- Eu- + £kvQS stranger) + -its. 

So named by Scheerer in 1840 (Pogg. Ann. L. 153) * on ac- 
count of the many rare constituents which it harbours \ J 

A mineral found in Norway, consisting mainly 
of niobate and titanate of yttrium. 

2844 Dana Min. 436 Euxenite comes from Jolster in 
Norway. 2873 Watts Fownes' Chem. 378 It [Thorium] 
has since been found in Euxenite. 

Enzeolite (yw^zr Jloit). [f. Eu- + Zeolite.] 
(See quots.) 

1832 Shepard Min. 178 Heulandite . . Euzeolite. 2868 
Dana Min. 443 In 1817, Breithaupt separated the two zeo- 
lites .. and called the latter euzeolite. In 1822 Brooke 
named the other heulandite. 

[Evacate : a spurious word in Diets; see 

Evocate.] 

Bvacnant (frse-kizZant), a. and sb. [f. L. eva- 
cuant-em, pr. pple. of evacuare : see Evacuate.] 

A. adj. Med. That evacuates or tends to evacu- 
ate; promoting evacuation, cathartic, purgative. 

1800 Med. Jrnl. IV. 214 Evacuant and debilitating reme- 
dies. 2818 A. T. Thomson Lond. Disp.u. 41 Their general 
operation is evacuant, either by the stomach, the bowels, or 
the skin. 2881 tr. Trousseau $ Pidous' Treat. Therap. 
168 Evacuant treatment in general. 

B. sb. 1 . Med. A medicine that promotes 
evacuation ; as a purgative, emetic, diaphoretic. 

1730-6 in Bailey (folio). 273a Hist. Litt. IV. 9 Those 
stupendous Effects which vegetable Concretes excite in the 
Body, both as Evacuants and Alterants. 2753 Torriano 
Sore Throat 32 The Emetic repeated did not act as an 
Evacuant in the least 2830 Lindley Nat. Syst. Bot. 73 
Asarabacca is used by native practitioners in India as a 
powerful evacuant 2876 Bartholow Mat. Med. (2879) 2 
To the class of evacuant^ belong emetics, .and diuretics. 

2 . In Organ-building, a valve to let out the air 
from the bellows. 

Evacuate (iVse-kiz^t), V. Also 6-7 evacuat. 
Pa. pple . 6-7 evacuat(e. [f. L. evacuat - ppl. stem 
of evacud-re (Pliny), f. e out + vacuus empty. Cf. 
Fr. bacuer. 

In class. L. evacuare h found only In Pliny, with the sense 
* to empty (the bowels) ’. The V ulgate and later law-books 
have the fig. sense ‘ to make void, nullify’, which is rather to 
be regarded as parallel with the older sense than as developed 
from it, being based on the fig. sense of vacuus ‘void, null, 
of no validity’. The sense represented in branch II, where 
the obj. is the contents instead of the vessel or receptacle, is 
a development similar to that in to empty , Fr. vider ; it 
occurs In med.L. in medical use {evacuare humor es, etc), and 
hence in Fr. 6vacuer.\ 

I. To make empty. 

* To remove the contends cj. 

1 . trans. To empty, clear out the contents of 
(a vessel or receptacle). Chiefly in uses more or 
less technical : To empty (the stomach, bowels, or 
other bodily organ) ; to deplete (the body) by 
purging or vomiting (formerly also by bleeding, 
sudorifics, etc.) ; to exhaust (of air). 

254a Boojrdb Dyetary viii. 248 After you haue euacuated 
your body, and trussed your poyntes, kayme your heade oft. 
2602 Holland Pliny xxxii. ix. 443 The broth of these fishes 
hath the name to evacuat both the bellie and the bladder. 
1644 Hammond Loyal Convert 13 Physicians evacuate the 
Body, sometimes by Vomit, sometimes by Purge, a 2632 
Brome City Wit m. ii, I will prefer thee to. .make my Bed 
. .and evacuate my Chamberpot. x66o Boyle New Exp. 
Phys. Mech. To Rdr. (1682) 5 Evacuate such Receivers till 
there be no air left in them. 17x0 Steele Tatler No. 99 


EVACUATE. 

•1» 3 Had detached all his Subjects and evacuated all his 
Stores. 1748 Hartley Observ. Man 1. -ii. 215 The Con- 
traction of the Lacrymal Glands, whereby they are eva- 
cuated. ' 1875 Bedford Sailors Packet Bk. viii. (ed. 2) 305 
..In all -cases of poisoning, the first step is to give the anti- 
dote . . and then evacuate .the 'Stomach. 1883 Standard 31 
Jan. 5/4 It is possible, .to evacuate them, by cutting trenches 
through which the black ooze drains. 

b. absol, (In quot. fto let blood.) 

^ 1621 Burton Anat. Mel. 11. v. 11, If the malady continue, 
it is not amiss to evacuate in a part in the fore-head, 

C. fig. in various senses. Const, of. In recent 
use esp. To deprive (a term, concept, etc.) of its 
contents or value. Cf. 4 , 

1594 Hooker Eccl. Pol . iv. x. (1611) 147 By euacuating 
cleane, and emptying the church of euerysuch rite and cere- 
mony. a 1653 S. Ward in_ Spurgeon T reas. Dav. Ps. xxii. 
5 Hath it {faith] not sovereign virtue in it, to. .evacuate the 
mind of all ill thoughts and passions, a 1734 North Lives 
I. 8, 1 hope to evacuate my mind of every matter and thing 
I know . . concerning his lordship. 1825 Coleridge A ids 
Rmfi, '{.1836) T50 They ■ - evacuate the term (spirit] of all its 
proper meaning. 1836-7 Sir W. Hamilton Metaph. xxxix, 
(1870) II. 384 Brown, .evacuates the phenomenon of all that 
desiderates explanation. 1862 M erivale Rom. Emp. (1863) 
II I. xii. 15 They sank into exhaustion, evacuated of all 
life and energy. 1869 Haddan A post. Succ. 1 . (1879) 15 
To evacuate the sacraments of grace, and to regard them as 
merely acted prayers. 

f a. reft. and intr. for reft. Of a body of water, 
etc.: To empty, discharge itself. Also fig. Obs. 

1725 De Foe Voy. round World { 1840) 311 At the further 
end of the lake, they found that it evacuated itself into a 
large river. 1762 Sterne Tr. Shandy V. iii. 23 Such griefs 
evacuate themselves best by that particular channel. 1817 
Keatinge Trav. II. 265 Where the canal evacuates is 
placed a net to catch what would pass off and be lost. 
f2. To clear (a place) of inmates, etc., (a country) 
of inhabitants, troops, wild beasts. Const, of 
1607 Topsell Four-/. Beasts (1673) I 3 ^ That the whole 
countrey might be evacuated and quite cleared from wolves. 
1687 in Magd. Coll. (Oxf. Hist. Soc.J 81 To evacuate a 
whole College will be . . scandalous. 1704 Addr. Norfolk 
in Lond. Gaz.* No. 4068/2 A Great Monarch .. evacuates 
whole Countries. 1708 Ibid. No. 4462/2 Evacuating the 
Kingdom of all Foreign Troops. 1751 Johnson Rambler 
No. 1 71 r 14 In France they annually evacuate their streets, 
and ship their prostitutes and vagabonds to their colonies. 
2753 Smollett Ci. Fathom (1784) 34/1 Her room was no 
sooner evacuated of such troublesome visitants, than [etc.] . 
3. Of an army : To relinquish the occupation of 
(a country, fortress, town, position). Said also 
of the general in command, or of the authority 
that orders the withdrawal. 

1710 Steele Taller No. 76 1* 5 The Army, .had began to 
repass the Mountains, and would shortly evacuate Savoy. 
a 1745 Swift (J.), The emperoivr . . never effectually eva- 
cuated Catalonia. 1792 A need. W. Pitt III. xxxix. 35 The 
French forces who had invaded and seized Turks Island 
must immediately evacuate the same. 1:840 Macaulay 
Clive 21 The garrison, in a panic, evacuated the fort. 1863 
Kinglake Crimea I, xxv. 433 She {Austria] summoned the 
Emperor Nicholas to evacuatethe Principalities. 1887 
Spectator 28 May 722/1 Egypt is to be evacuated within 
three years. 

absol. 1881 Dillon in Times 5 Jan. xo/i As soon as the 
army evacuates he can go back to his own home. 

b. gen. To quit, withdraw from (a place or 
apartment). Also absol. 

1809 W. Irving Knickerb. (1861) 271 The burgomasters 
were not slow in evacuating the premises. 1830 Galt 
Lawrie T. vn. viii. (1849) 337 The other guests had evacu- 
ated the apartment. 1849 C. Bronte Shirley xv. 226 Re- 
quest your friend Mr. Donne to evacuate. 1877 Farrar 
My Youth xxx. 303, I will evacuate it whenever you 
.like. 

'* * To make mid or wort Mess. 
f 4. To make void, annul, deprive of force or 
•validity. Chiefly in religious and legal phrase- 
ology. (The earliest recorded sense in Eng.) Obs. 

1526 Pilgr. Per/. (W. de W. 1531) 5 Ceremonyes. . whiche 
ail were euacuate and made voyde by the passyon of our 
sauyour Jesu Chryst, 1548 Latimer Plougkers (Arb.) 32 
Thys is the marke at the whyche the Deuyll shooteth, to 
evacuate the crosse of Chryste. 1563 Davidson Answ. 
Kennedy in Wodr, Soc. Misc. 257 To have evacuat the 
Reasonis of gour Bulk. 1622 Bacon Hen. VII, 81 Which 
defect . . would not euacuate a Marriage after Cohabitation 
and Actual Consummation, a 1626 Bp. Andrewes Serm. 
(18561 1 . 83 We evacuate the gift . .If we vouchsafe not to 
accept of it. 1638 Chillingw. Relig. Prot. iv. § 45. 213 
Words, ^which evacuate your objection. 1709 Strypb Ann. 
Ref. I. ii. 62 Of which lands they had been thrown out in 
Queen Mary’s reign, and their patents from king Edward 
evacuated. 1785 Paley Mor, Philos. (1818) I. 141 A latitude, 
which might evacuate the force of almost all promises. 

II. To empty out (the contents of anything). 

5. Of the action of a medicine, vomiting, etc. 
(rarely of a personal agent by means of medicine) : 
To clear out, get rid of, remove (a disease or 
humour). Also fig. Obs. Cf. 1 . 

*533 Elvot Cast. Helthe in. vii, Vnctionswith oyles and 
oyntementes . . do shortely euacuate the fuktesse. x6ox Hol- 
land P liny xxv. v. 217 The white [Ellebore purgeth] by 
vomit upward, and doth evacuat the offensive humours 
which cause diseases, *672 Salmon Syn. Med. il xlvi. 314 
A perfect Crisis is that which evacuates all the vitious 
Matter. 17x5 I. Petiver in Phil Trans. XXIX. 230 The 
Seed of this Plant evacuates yellow Choler. a 17x6 South 
Serm. ix. 341 (T,) Fasting and humiliation is a sovereign 
remedy to evacuate all spiritual distempers. 1779 Johnson 
L. P,, Pope Wks. IV. 85 Thomson declared his [Pope’s] 
distemper to be a dropsy, and evacuated part of the water 
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by tincture of jalap. 1790 W. Buchan Dom. Med. (ed. 
xx) 553 The principal intention, .is to evacuate the offend- 
ing matter. 

6. To void, discharge (excrements, etc.) through 
* any of the excretory passages 5 (J.) ; in mod. use 
only through the bowels or mouth. 

1607 Topsell Four f Beasts (1673) 322 That part . . will 
grow unto a head and break, evacuating great abundance 
of filthy matter. 1664 Power Exp. Philos. 1. 37 That 
round hole near her [Black Snail’s] neck . . out of which I 
have observed some salivous Matter to be evacuated. 1766 
Alexander in Phil. Trans. LVII. 68, I started up.. made 
some efforts to vomit, but evacuated nothing. 1800 Med. 
Jml. IV. 386 About four pints of urine had been evacuated. 
1865 Baring- Gould Werewolves x. T73 He evacuated such 
floods of water that the mountain torrents were full 

absol. 1634 J. Levett Ordering of Bees 59 They hane 
no Intraylls or other inward Organs, by which either to 
retaine or evacuat. x666 G. Harvey Morb. Angl. < 1672) 
104 A man that doth feed upon one dish at a meal shall no- 
thing near evacuate . . so quick or readily as one that dines 
upon two or more. 1705 Oliver in Phil. Trans. XXV. 
3178 But no body ever saw him Eat or Evacuate. 

b. In wider sense (partly Iran ft. from the above) : 
To discharge, throw off, vent. Also 7^. 

1622 Hawkins Voy. . S. Sea (1847) 146 Their houses are 
made . . with a laver in the toppe to evacuate the smoake 
when they make fire. 1662 Gerbier Princ . 20 The Lime 
having evacuated its putrefaction. x8x6 J. Scott Vis. 
Paris (ed. 5) 19 When a Margate hoy evacuates her cargo, 
the crowd on the pier is usually considerable. 184.x Fraser's 
Mag. XX III. 5x1 Judging from sentiments which he has 
evacuated in some of his public spoutifieations. 

f 7 . To take out mechanically, leaving a vacuum 
or void ; to pump out (water) ; to exhaust (air). 
Also/?. Obs. exc. in surgical use. 

17x9 De Foe Crusoe 11. i, Any one would have thought 
that the native Propensity to rambling, .should be worn out, 
the volatile Part be fully evacuated. 1751 Smollett Per. 
Pic. (1779) !• x iii* i*5 The contents of his skull must have 
been evacuated. X767 Gooch Treat. Wounds L 295 As 
much of the brain was evacuated, as wou’d fill a hen’s egg- 
shell. 1772 Hutton Bridges 82 The water will ooze up . . 
in too great abundance to be evacuated by the engines. 
1781 Cowper Lett. 5. Mar., As much of the mould as can be 
taken out without disturbing the roots must be evacuated 
and its place supplied with fresh. 1794 G. Adams Nat. 4 
Exp. Philos. 2 . iv. 137 The ascent of the quicksilver ...is 
proportional to the quantity evacuated by each turn. 1797 
M. Baillie Morb. Anat. (1807)112 If. .the pus be evacuated 
externally, there will be a scar in the neck, X877 tr. Ziems- 
sen's Cycl. Med. XI T. 704 The contents of abscesses have 
been evacuated in the following directions, 
b. intr. for reft. 

1643 R. O, Man's Mort. iii. 13 A Vessel! . . so sollid every 
where, that the Aire could not possibly evacuate. 1707 
Curios, in Hush. 4 Card. 261 The Sap .. turns aside and 
evacuates by this Aperture. 

8. To clear out, remove (inhabitants, inmates, 
or troops), f Also intr. for reft. Cf. 2. 

a 1639 Wotton in Gutch Coll. Cur. I. 220 Action had 
pretty well evacuated the idle people, which are the stock 
of rapine. 1669 Child Disc. Trade (ed. 41 233 The people 
that evacuate from us to Barbadoes. 1691 Beverley Thorn. 
Years Kingd. Christ 23 Nor can he cease to Reign, till 
They [his enemies] are so Evacuated. 1698 Ludlow Mem. 
(1721) 1.179 The Garrison would be entirely evacuated 
before they could signify their Pleasure to the Army. 1872 
Daily News 3 May 5/6 The wounded used to be stowed in 
it [the refreshment room at Meaux] fill the time came con- 
veniently to evacuate them. 1884 Ibid. 5 Mar. 5/7 He 
was evacuating the garrison and Egyptian inhabitants of 
that place [Tokar], 

JGvacuated (iV^-kk^ted), ppl. a. [f. prec. + 
•BdL] In the various senses of the vb. 

1684 R. Waller Nat. Exper. 63 He [Boyle] mentions 
a Larks living in the Evacuated Receiver . . about ten 
Minutes. 1762 Canton in Phil. Trans. LII. 461 Within 
an evacuated glass ball. 1773 Horsley ibid. LX IV. 236 
Columns of water, sustained in evacuated tubes of sufficient 
length. 1822 J. Flint Lett. Amer. 236, I took this oppor- 
tunity of reconnoitring the evacuated field. 
Evacuating (zVaedri^tig), vbl. sb. [f. as prec. 
•4- -ingL] In senses of the verb. Also attrib, 

*594 Plat Jewell-ho. 1. 27 The euacuating thereof [the 
vaine of eaith. 1642 J. Eaton Honey-c . Free jfustif, 40 
To the abolishing, evacuating, or utter vanishing away of 
sinne. 1660 Boyle New Exp. Phys. Meek. xxiv. 188 Upon 
the evacuating of the Receiver. 1753 Torriano Sore Throat 
Pref. 15 For one Patient . . that dies by this Method, five 
will die by the evacuating Method. 1875 W. Houghton 
Sk. Brit. Insects 18 The evacuating ducts are constant. 

Evacuation [ad. late L. eva- 

cuation- e?n> n. of action f. evacu&re ; see Eva- 
cuate.] The action of evacuating ; the condition 
of being evacuated. 

1 . spec. a. Med. The action or process of de- 
pleting (the body or any organ), or of clearing out 
(morbid matter, * humours , etc.), by medicine or 
other artificial means, rare in recent use. 

Before the present century the word was most frequently 
used with reference to bleeding ; for this we have a large 
number of quotations. 

c 1400 Lanfranc's drier g. (MS. A.) too Ofte tymes he hab 
... to myche evacuacioun of blood. 1533 Elyot Cast. Helthe 
(1541) 53 a, To expell the sayd excrementes are ix sundry 
kyndes of evacuation . . abstinence, vomyte, purgation by 
siege, letting of blonde, etc. 1603 Holland Plutarch's Mor. 
1317 Evacuation, or clensing the body by clistre. x6zx Bur- 
ton Anat. Mel. n. v. 11. (1651) 398 Bleed on . . If the parties 
strength will not admit much evacuation in this kinde at 
once, it [bleeding] must be assayed again .and again . .1651 
Biggs New Dtsp 136 One manner of evacuation of evil 
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humours, purgation. 1748 Smollett Rod. Rand. xxxv. 
(1804) 229, I prepared for tins important evacuation [of 
blood!. 1790 W. Buchan Dom. Med. (ed. 11)2x7 The patient 
exhausted by mere evacuations, sunk under the disease. 
1805 W. Saunders Min. Waters 467 This method, .seems 
to have a preference over actual evacuation by the lancet. 
1836 Todd Cycl. Anat. I. 179/1 The evacuation iff the con- 
tents of the rectum and bladder. 

b. Phys. The process of discharging (waste 
matter, etc.) through the excretory organs (now 
esp. from the bowels) ; an instance of this process ; 
a manner in which it takes place. 

c 1332 Dewes Introd. Fr. in Palsgr. 1054 A body . . 
may not grow by the vertue of such degestion without 
expulsion or evacuation. 1603 Knolles Hist. Turks 
{1638) 176 After many euacuations, sitting down vpon an 
homely bed [he] died. *643 R. O. Man’s Mori. vii. 54 
The evacuation of seed in carnall copulation. *659 Ham- 
mond On Ps. cri. 15 Annot. 537 Nature , . seeks to dis- 
charge it selfe by the several evacuations. 1725 N. Robin- 
son Tk. Physick 73 This Evacuation [perspiration] is by 
Far tbe greatest of any in the Body. 1727 Pope, &c Art 
of Sinking 75 Has had some poetical^ evacuation, and no 
question was much the better for it in his health. 1748 
Hartley Observ. Mam. iii. 399 The causes of it are... vio- 
lent and long-continued Passions, profuse Evacuations. 
1784 Johnson Let. x8 Mar. in Boswell , The dropsy ... has 
now run almost totally away by natural evacuation. 1851 J. 
Davies Manual Mat Med. 375 To promote alvine evacua- 
tions. 1852 Sir W. Hamilton Discuss. 247 Under the 
terms crudity, coction and evacuation, were designated 
[according to the Humoral Pathology] the three principal 
periods of diseases. 

C. concr. Evacuated or excreted matter. 

1625 Hart Anat. Ur, n. viii. 100 Other euacuations, both 
vpwards and downwards, came. 1759 Sterne Tr. Shandy 
(1802) I. xxiii. 1 19 Others . . will draw a man’s character .. 
merely from his evacuations. 1846 G. E. Day tr. Simon’s 
Anvn. Chem. II. 384 Sometimes we find, in the deposit from 
these evacuations, small white or yellow masses. 

2. gen. The action of emptying (a receptacle), 
or of removing (the contents of anything) so as 
to produce a vacancy ; tbe depletion (of a treasury, 
one’s resources, etc.). Sometimes witb transf. 
notion of 1 a. Alsoj^. 

1598 Barckley Felic. Man (16311 400 They [Lawyers & 
Physicions] have one common end, that is gaine, & the 
manner of both their proceedings . . is — by evacuation 1 
a 1600 Hooker (J.), Popery hath not been able to re-esta- 
blish itself in any place, after provision made against it by 
utter evacuation of all Romish ceremonies. 1640 J. Dyke 
Worthy Commun. Ep. to Rdr., The continuall effluences of 
vertue out of Him . . is not the least evacuation at all unto 
Him. 1697 Potter Antiq. Greece 11. xix. (T.), Their trea- 
sury. . exhausted by so frequent evacuations. 1774 Goldsm. 
Nat. Hist. I. 52 It is pretty evident that their [grottoes’] 
evacuation has been owing to waters. 1806 Vince Hydro - 
stat. vii. 79 The evacuation made by so swift a current. 
1840 Macaulay Clive 30 Not content with these ways of 
getting rid of his money, [he] resorted to the most speedy 
and effectual of all modes of evacuation, a contested election. 
1869 Phillips Vesuv. iii. 48 After the extraordinary evacu- 
ation of the large crateral space. 1877 tr. Ziemssen's Cycl, 
Med. XII. Index s.v. 

f b. The quantity removed by * eva<mtion\ Obs. 

1794 G. Adams Nat, # Exp. Philos. I. Iv. App. 136 The 
evacuations [sc. of air] and the remainders do both of them 
decrease in the same geometrical progression. 

t c. A clearing out, depleting (of population, 
etc.). Obs, 

1669-94 Child Disc. Trade (ed. 4^ 201 And if that evacu- 
ation [of population] be grown to an excess- 1677 Hale 
Prim. Orig. Man. 11. x. 238 Let us also consider the vast 
Evacuations of Men that England hath had by Forein 
Assistances lent to Forein Kingdoms. 1755 Mrs. Delany 
Autobiog. (186x1 III. 362 There will be a great evacuation 
at Bath of fine folks. 

3. Mil. f a. The clearing (a place) of troops (obs.). 

b. The withdrawal (by an army or commander) 
from occupation of a country, fortress, town, etc. 

c. The removal (of a garrison, tbe population of 
a place, etc.). 

1710 Lond . Gaz. No. 4666 1 The Deputies, .have insisted 
. .on the Evacuation of the Kingdom of all Foreign Troops. 
1783 Chron. in A nn. Reg. 221 New York . . the final evacu- 
ation of that city. 1796 Burke Corr. IV. 354 An evacuation 
of the Mediterranean, as a preliminary to a war with Spain. 
1839 Thirlwall Greece IV. 125 They offered no concession 
beyond the evacuation of Decelea and the Attic territory. 
X863 Kinglake Crimea (1876) I. xvii. 378 A declaration . . 
which made the^ further continuance of peace dependent 
upon the evacuation of the Principalities. x88o McCarthy 
Own Times III. xxxiv. 92 The time for the evacuation of 
the garrison came. 

attrib. x88o Webster (Suppl.), Evacuation day, the 
anniversary of the day on which the British army evacu- 
ated the city of New York, November 25, 1783. 

4. The action of making void and of no effect ; 
cancelling, nullification. Cf. . Evacuate v. 4 . 

1650 Vind. Hammond’s Addr, § 66 The suspension of the 
latter, farre from including the. evacuation, or cancelling 
of the former. 1691 Beverley Tkous. Years Kingd. Christ 
21 Putting Them quite under his Feet, by that perfect dis- 
tinguishing Catargesis, or Evacuation of All Power, Motion, 
or Action. 1750 Johnson Rambler No. ' 31 v 10 ■ Sophisms 
tending to the confusion of all principles, and the evacuation 
of. all .'duties. 

E vacu a*tionist. nonce-wd. [f. prec. + -ist.] 
One who advocates tbe evacuation of (an occupied 
territory). 

1884 J. Morley in Macm. Mag. July 230 There is no 
reason why annexationists, and evacuationists should ■ not 
continue their controversy on the floor of Parliament. ■ 
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Evaluative (fvse-kizq^tiv), a. and sb. [a. F. 
Svacuatif, -ive, f. evacuer, ad. L. evacudre: see 
Evacuate and -ive.] 

A. adj. That evacuates or empties (the bowels); 
cathartic, purgative, evacuant. 

x6xx Cotgr., AV<zzw<z///^euacuatiue ; purgative. 1828 in 
Webster ; and in mod. Diets. 

B, sb. An evacuative medicine ; an evacuant. 

1656 Ridgley Pract. Physick 50 Palliative is made . . by 

evacuatives and alteratives. 

Evacuator (iVseki^tai). Also 7 -er. [f. 
Evacuate + -or.] One who or that which evacu- 
ates (in the senses of the verb). 

16x1 Cotgr., Vuideur , a voyder, emptier, euacuater. 
a 1660 Hammond Wks. I. 175 (T.) Be not too busy . . in 
excusing the great evacuators of the Law. 1696 Edwards 
Demonstr. Exist, Provid. God n. 99 The ears are the 
evacuators of the bilious excrement that flows thither. 1718 
Quincy Comfit. Disfi. 63 The whole Materia Medica is cer- 
tainly to be included under .,. Alteratives, Evacuators, and 
Restoratives. 1828 in Webster; and in mod. Diets. 

t Eva'Cttatory, a. and sb. Ohs. rare . [f. prec. ; 
see -ory.] = Evacuant A. and B. 

1704 Gentleman Instr. (1732) 309 (D.) An imposthume 
calls for a lance, and oppletion for unpalatable evacuatories. 
1789 W. Falconer Ess. Health Pers. Agric . 84 Medicines 
of the evacuatory kind. 

t Eva*cne 9 v- Obs. [a. F. evacue-r : see Eva- 
cuate vl] In senses of Evacuate v. 

c 1400 Lanfranc's Cirurg. (MS. B.) 17 He moste kunne 
evacuen hym }mt ys fill of euele humores. Ibid. 94 First 
euacue J? e malancolient mater. 1541 R. Copland Guy- 
dads Quest. Ckirurg., By the whiche incysyon the blade 
euacueth. 

fEva-euity. Obs. rare t 1 . [f. E- prefix + 
Vacuity.] A vacuity, vacancy. 

1655 Fuller Ch. Hist. xi. (1845) VI. 253 Fit it was there- 
fore so many evacuities should be filled up. 

Evadable (iVff>dabl), a. In Diets, also eva- 
dible. [f. next + -able.] That may be evaded. 

1857 De Quincey Judas Iscar. Wks. VII. 31 A piece of 
artillery.. not evadable by any counter artifice of his op- 
ponents. 

Evade (iViFhd), v. Also Sc. 6 avaid, ev-, 
ewaid. [a. Fr. evader, ad. L. evader e, f. e out + 
vddere to go. Cf. Pr. evazir , Sp. evadir, It. eva- 
ders. (The trans. use does not occur in Lat. or 
mod.F., but is found in Fr. of the 15 th c.)] 

1. intr. To get away, escape : const, from , out 
of. rare in mod. use. 

1513 Douglas JEneis n. viii, 102 All that fled war, and 
evadxt Throw the dirk nycht. 1535 Stewart Cron . Scot. 
II. 661 That he rnicht nocht avaid out of thair handis. 1560 
Rglland Crt. Venus 11, 184 Gif je wald fra this auenture 
ewaid. 1622 Bacon Hen. VII { J.), His wisdom, by often 
evading from perils, was turned rather into a dexterity to 
deliver himself from dangers, than, etc. 1647 Lilly Ckr. 
Astrol. lxvi. 403 He was brought to some trouble, but 
evaded. 1735 Somerville Chase 1. 345 The serous particles 
evade Thro* th* open Pores. 1880 Mrs. Whitney Odd or 
Even v. 33 The * three of ’em as they were always numeri- 
cally reproached when . .a fowl evaded. 

■f b. In a Lat. sense : To £ turn out * to be. Obs. 

1677 Gale Ori. Gentiles II. iv. 29 Doth it [the soul] not 
evade altogether happy, being freed from Error? 

2. trans. To escape by contrivance or artifice 
from (attack, pursuit, adverse designs ; an assail- 
ant, pursuer, or adversary) ; to avoid, save oneself 
from (a threatened evil or inconvenience); to 
elude (a blow), avoid encountering (an obstacle). 

X5 3S Stewart Cron. Scot. II. 246 No vther wa tha micht 
evaid his feid. 1607 Shaks. Cor. in. iii. 2 If he euade vs 
there. 1632 Massinger City Madam iv. ii, You that, .knew, 
in your accompts, To cheat my brother ; if you can, evade me. 
1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Efi. 1. xi. 48 Hee might evade 
the accomplishment of those afflictions he now but gradually 
endureth. 1670 Milton Hist.Eng.Wks. 1738 1 L 16 Csesar fore- 
seeing that the Britains. . would easily evade his Foot. *703 
Pope Tkebais 680 The Nymph, her father’s anger to evade, 
Retires from Argos to the sylvan shade. 1807 J as. J ohnson 
Orient. Voy. 218 Had we lain here, .we should have evaded 

E eat part of the sickness. 1837 W. Irving Cafit. Bonneville 
I. 11 7 The Crows were not to he evaded. 1866 Geo. Eliot 
F. Holt xxxvii, He evaded calamity by choosing privation. 
1867 Freeman Norm. Conq. (1876) L v. 384 The ships evaded 
the obstacle. 1885 Manck. Exam. 5 May $f i A thief could 
evade capture by slipping out of one parish into another. 

3. In various applied or extended uses. 

a. To contrive to avoid (doing something) ; to 
* get out of* performing (a duty), making (a pay- 
ment), etc. 

1722 De Foe Moll Flanders (1840) 133, I always found 
something or other to say to evade the thing. 1802 Med. 
Jrnl. VIII, 139 A design to evade the duties.^ 1832 Hr. 
Martineau Ireland in The people have discovered a 
method of evading the payment. 1858 Froude Hist. Eng. 
III,..xiv.':26s\Heniy."-‘Pesired' at first to' 'evade duty m 
which he had little interest at any time. 1867 Lady Her- 
bert Cradle L. vii. 173 The sheykh evaded translating them. 

b. To avoid giving a direct answer to (a ques- 
tion, request, charge) ; to put off (a questioner) ; 
to avoid or shirk the discussion of (an argument, 
a subject). 

' 1604 Shaks. Oth. 1. i. 13 He (as foiling his owne pride, and 
purposes) Euades them . .with Epithites of warre. 1677 Dry- 
den State oflnnoc. 111. i, Our question thou evad’st. 1771 
Junius .Lett. Ixiii. 323 He evades the charge by . , poor 
contemptible quibbles. 1832' Ht. Marttneau Ella of Gar. 
vi. 70 He evaded all inquiries as to his plans. 1846 Trench 
Mirae. xxxL (1862) 437 Difficulties . . such as we are bound 
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to meet, and not to attempt to evade, a 1848 R. W. Hamil- 
ton Raw. <§• Punishm. viii. (18531 3§9 We have evaded no 
known argument and difficulty. 1855 Macaulay Hist. Eng, 
III. 285 That question the Estates of Scotland could not 
evade, 

C. To escape yielding to (an argument, claim, 
or obligation), admitting (a conclusion), acknow- 
ledging (a fact), by means of sophistry. 

1630 Prynne Anti-Armin. 195 For fear our Arminians .. 
should euade its force. 2664 H. More Myst. Iniq. xii. 40 
Nor can the demonstrativeness of this reason be eluded or 
evaded, a 1699 Stillingfl. (J.), My argument evidently 
overthrows all that he brings to evade the testimonies of 
the fathers. 1729 Butler Serm. Wks. 1874 II. 89 Every 
moral obligation whatever may be evaded. 1754 Sherlock 
Disc. ( 1759) I. i. 14 Can this truth be evaded or denied? 
1844 Ld. Brougham Brit. Const, xii. (1862) 172 Edward 
endeavoured, .to evade the force of the obligation. 

d. To defeat the intention of (a law, stipulation, 
etc.), e sp. by specious compliance with its letter. 

1760 Goldsm. Cit. IV. Ixxx, The same degree of cunning 
. .had taught the knave to evade the former statutes. 1815 
Elphinstone Ace. Caubul {18 j,2) I. 285 Few decent Mussul- 
mauns openly infringe a prohibition which it is so easy to 
evade. x868 J. H. Blunt Ref. Ch. Eng. L 285 Processes. . 
adopted for the sake of evading the principle. 1884 Law 
Refi. 25 Chanc. Div. 720 The object of the arrangement . . 
was to evade the provisions of the Bankruptcy Act. 

4. absol. or intr. To practise evasion. 

<21716 South <J.>, The ministers of God are not to evade 
or take refuge m any of these two forementioned ways. 
1818 Jas. Mill Brit. India II. v. iv. 429 They evaded, 
procrastinated, and withheld rather than refused compliance 
with his desire. 1823 Macaulay Milton Ess. (1851) I. 17 
He hesitates ; he evades. 

5. trans. Of things: To elude, baffle (efforts, 
vigilance, etc.). 

a 1716 South (J.), A contingent event baffles man’s know- 
ledge, and evades his power. 1857 Wh ewell Hist. Induct. 
Sc. I. iv. i. 188 These assertions .. long evaded refutation. 
1869 J. Martineau Ess. II. 76 Some offences evade defini- 
tion. 

6 . nonce-use. To go out of. Opposed to invade. 

1725 in Hearne Langtoft's Ckron. II. 442 Julius Caesar 

having once and againe audaciously envaded, and as shame- 
fully evaded, Britaine. 

Hence Eva’der, one who evades ; in the senses 
of the verb. Eva -ding vbl. sb. and ppl. a. Also 
attrib. Eva'diugly adv., in an evading manner, 
evasively. 

1754 Edwards Freed. Will iv. i. 194 The Race is at an 
End, but the Evader is taken in his Flight. 1824-9 Landor 
Imag. Conv. (1846) II. 218 Evader t .. glad am I that you 
have spoken the word. 1883 Ld. Brabazon in 19th Cent. 
Nov. 802 Laws which can never be evaded without punish- 
ment swiftly falling on the head of the evader. 1669 in 
Magens Insurances (1755 ) II. 618 For the evading of all 
Collusion and Suspicion, .it is stipulated that, etc. 1817 
Byron Befifio xcvii, However, he got off by this evading. 
1657 J. Sergeant Schism, Dispach't 256 To, . leave an evad- 
ing hole for the Dr. to say, afterwards, etc. 1646 Sir _T. 
Browne Pseud. Efi. iv. xi. 206 The wary and evading 
assertor. 1858 Carlyle Fredk. Gt. II. v. vii. 127 Wolf, with 
bows down to the ground, answered always evadingly. 

Evads : see I’vads hit. 

Evagation (fvag^-Jon). Also 5 evagaeion, 
-cyon. [First introduced in the fig, sense 2 ; a. 
F. Svagation, L. evagdtidn-em , n. of action f. eva- 
gdri, f. e out + vagari to wander.] 

1. The action of wandering away, or departing 
from a specified locality, prescribed course, etc. ; 
rambling, roving ; an instance of the same. 

1691 Ray Creation (1714) 220 Long ridges . . of mountains 
serve to stop the Evagation of the V apours. 1713 Derham 
Phys.-Tkeol. (1727) 118 To Bridle the Evagation of the 
Sound. X714 — Asiro-Theol. v%. iii. (1769) 154 The pre- 
venting the evagation of the Planets. 1785 Landen Rot. 
Motion in Phil. Trans. LXXV. 328 That evagation is 
caused by the motive forces urging the body to turn about 
A 3 , AC, AD, conjunctly. 1802 Pa ley Nat. TheoL xxii. 
{1819) 355 If the prevailing law had transgressed the limits 
above assigned, every evagation [of a planet] would have 
been fatal. 

b. In speech or discussion : A digression. 

a 1656 Hales Gold. Rem. (1688) 571 They have held their 
Synod with delays, stays and evagations. 1887 Blackw. 
Mag. Oct. 504 Leading us, even though by very tedious 
evagations, up to a noble climax. 

f 2. Wandering of the mind, thoughts, spirit, 
etc. (Mentioned as one of the ‘branches* of 
Accidia or Sloth, one of the seven mortal sins.) 

C1425 lr. T. h Kem fits’ Consol, iii. xxvii, Restreyne all euel 
evagacions & all mi^ty temptacions. 1502 Ord. Crysten 
Men (W. de W. 1506) 11. vii. 102 Euagacyon of thought is 
to gyue & occupye himselfe with talkyngeja folysshe and 
vayne langage. 1503 Shefih. /Calender vii, fed. Paris) 51 
Heyr. . folio wys the branchys of sweymes, qwych ar ewyl- 
thoght, enwy of good..ewagacyon [1508 Euagacyon], etc. 
1526 Filer. Perf. (W. de W. 1531) 94 b, Euagacyon of 
mynde. .Is y® doughter of slouth. 1607 Sckol. Disc, agst. 
Antickr. 1. iii. i6r That euagation of the soule . . is not ex 
fragiliiate. 1677 Gale Crt. Gentiles II. in. 63 The soul is 
. .moved, .even unto an ecstasie or divine evagation. 

f 3. a. A diversion, b. A departure from pro- 
priety, an extravagance. Obs. 

1638’ Walton in Reliq. Wotton . (1672) 579 You married 
men are deprived of these evagations, 1649 J. Hall Motion 
to Pari. 8 Neither subject to these wilde evagations, nor 
savage rudenesses. 

EvaginaMe (iVse’dgmabl), a. [f. next + 
-able.] Capable of being evaginated or un- 
sheathed; protrusible. 
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Paginate (i'vm'dgincr't), v. [f. L. evagtnai- 
ppl. stem of evaghia-re to unsheath, f. e out + 
vagina sheath.] trans. fa. To unsheath. Obs.-* 
■f b. To take grain out of the husk, Obs. c. 
Phys. To turn • a tubular organ) inside out; to 
protrude by eversion of a tubular sheath. Hence 
Eva’ginated ppl. a. 

1656-81 Blount Glossogr., Evaginate, to draw out of a 
sheath or scabberd. 1661 Lovell Hist. A nim. <§• Min. 281 
The greater lead, and the lesser evaginate the corne ; 1877 
Huxley Anat. Inv. A nim. iv, 210 The caecum is next 
evaginated or turned inside out, and the embryo has the 
form of a phial, of which the evaginated caecum is the 
neck. 

Evagination. (/Vse^in^-Jon). [ad. L. eva- 
gination-em, n. of action f. evaglna-re : see prec.] 
a. The action or process of evagmating. b. eoncr. 
A result of this process. 

> 1663-76 Bullokar, Evagination , an unsheathing, a draw- 
ing out of the sheath, 1721-1800 Bailey, Evagination , 
an unsheathing, or drawing out of a Sheath or Scabbard. 
1877 H uxley A nat. Inv. A nim . iii. 125 Very slight pressure 
causes the thread to be swiftly protruded, apparently by a 
process of evagination. 1889 A then&uni 30 Nov. 748/2 
Evaginations of the walls of the oral groove. 

+ Eva*glie, v. Obs. In 6 5<r. evaig. [a. OF. 
evague-r , ad. L. evagd-ri to roam about, f. e out 
+ vagari to wander.] intr. To wander about. 

1533 Bellenden Livy ir. (1822) 200 The Equis .. sufferit 
thair enemyis to evaig [L. vagari]. 

Eval iPval), a. rare ~ -i . [f, L. sev-tim age + -al ; 
cf. Coeval.] Of or peitaining to an age ; age-long. 
_ 1791 Addr. to Abp. Canierb. 67 MM age, and atwvtos, eval, 
improperly everlasting, do not convey the ideas of a proper 
eternity. 1818 in Todd ; and in mod. Diets. 

Evaluable (zvse'lmab’l), a. [f. next ; cf. esti- 
mate, estimable .] That can be evaluated. 

1880 Contemfi. Rev. XXXVII. 480 Love, delight, adora- 
tion are only scientifically expressed as unknown forces and 
quantities not at present evaluable. 

Evaluate (zVaeiiwifit), v. [f. Fr. ivalu-er (see 
next sb.) + -ate 3.] trans. a. Math. To work out 
the ‘ value * of (a quantitative expression) ; to find 
a numerical expression for (any quantitative fact 
or relation), b. gen. To ‘ reckon up*, ascertain 
the amount of ; to express in terms of something 
already known. 

184a W. Grove Corr. Phys. Forces 6) 61 An attempt to 
evaluate numerically the mechanical equivalent of the ther- 
mal unit. 1874 W. Wallace Hegel’s Logic 86 God . . must 
be known and evaluated in terms of thought. 1886 Ball 
Story of Heavens 527 No attempt can be made at present 
to evaluate the date of that epoch. ^ 1890 A then&ian 29 
Mar. 407/3 The method of evaluating the absorption of 
different thicknesses by comparison with a polarizing photo- 
meter. 

Evaluation (zvmdi^i^-Jbn). [a. Fr. evaluation, 
f. ivahier, f. /- = es- L. ex) out + value Value.] 

1. The action of appraising or valuing (goods, 
etc.) ; a calculation or statement of value ; « 
Valuation. Now rare. 

1755 Magens Insurances II. 137 When a certain Evalua- 
tion is admitted in the Policy, no Premium can be demanded 
back. 1804 Colebrooke limb. < 5 * Commerce Bengal {1806) 
54 The usual evaluation of different articles of produce. 
1850 Merivale Rom. Emfi. (1865) Liu 58 The evaluation of 
his treasures has been preserved. 

2. The action of evaluating or determining the 
value of (a mathematical expression, a physical 
quantity, etc.), or of estimating the force of (pro- 
babilities, evidence, etc.). 

1779 Ingenhousz in Phil. Tram. LXIX. 395 This evalu- 
ation was made before the new discoveries upon the nature 
of nitre and charcoal. 1790 Gibbon Misc. Wks. (1814) III. 
509 His evaluation [of the mansus) would produce two hun- 
dred, or more probably twenty thousand English acres. 
1828 Edin. Rev. XLVIII. 511 The evaluation of certain 
sorts of evidence. 1846 Mill Logic in. xviii. § 3 Before 
applying the doctrine of chances ... the foundation must he 
laid for an evaluation of the chances. 1887 Athenaeum 
2 Apr. 452/1 The author’s . . evaluation of some terms in 
the [lunar] theory, .was thereby lost. 

Evanesce (evane-s), v. [ad. L. evdnesce-re, f. 
e out -l- vdnescere to vanish, f. vaults empty, insub- 
stantial, Vain. Cf. Evanish.] intr . To fade out 
of sight, ‘ melt into thin air *, disappear ; chiefly 
fig. Also in scientific use, T o disappear, become 
effaced ; said e.g. of markings or organs in plants, 
or'' of the edge of a polyhedron when two adjacent 
faces : are made ■ to. ■ rotate into ■ one plane. ; ' ' ■' ' ;■ ■ : _ ■ : ■; 

*822 De Quincey Confess. (1862) 59 A single psychological 
d icrnvftry, tnerfore, caused my musical anticipations to evan- 
esce. 1854 Faber Growth in Holiness xxiu. (1872) 472 As 
soon as these spiritual favours are known they will evanesce. 
1857 Whewell Hist. Induct. Sc. III. 366 The intermediate 
corolla having evanesced. 1875 Jowett Plato led. 2) I. 77 
This general notion » . evanesces before the dialectic of So- 
crates. 

Evanescence (evane*s£ns). [f. Evanescent 
a . : see -ENCE.] 

1. The process or fact of vanishing away. 

1751 Johnson Rambler No- 156 P 2 The great principles 
of truth, .fade at last in total evanescence. Ibid. No. 163 
p 5 The sudden evanescence of his reward. 1789 Priestley 
in Phil, Trans. LXXIX. 149 The almost total evanescence 
of both of them [nitrous and dephlogisticated air], when they 
are very pure, and mixed in due proportions. *833 Brew- 
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ster Nat. Magic ii. 29 The circumstances under which these 
evanescences would take place.^ 1849 Mrs. Somerville 
Connex. Phys. Sc. xxl 201 Varying through all degrees of 
brightness down to total, or almost total evanescence. 1878 
Lecky Eng. in 18 Ih C. II. ix. 522 A great variety of causes 
had led to the gradual evanescence of dogmatic teaching. 

2 , The quality of being evanescent ; tendency to 
vanish away. 

18. . Smith Addr. Mummy Poet. Wks. (1846) 15 Statue of 
flesh ! Immortal of the dead 1 Imperishable type of evanes- 
cence. 1830 Blackw. Mag. XXVIII. 731 The shadowy and 
fleeting evanescence . . of the _ regal office and functions. 
1841-4 Emerson Ess. Ser. 11. ii. (1876146 This evanescence 
and lubricity of all objects . . lets them slip through our fingers. 

3 . concr . An evanescent thing, rare. 

1830 Blackw, Mag. XXVII. 848 That most celestial 
Evanescence— a Lunar Rainbow, 

t Evaue'scenc^. Obs. [see -ency.] = prec. 

1664 H. More Synopsis Prop It . , Myst. Iniquity 294 The 
bottomless pit ; For so a # vtrotas may signify as well as the 
Sea, or Abolition, or Evanescency. 

Evanescent (evane*sent), a. [a. Yx. evanescent, 
ad. L, evancscent-em, pr. pple. of evanescere {see 
Evanesce).] 

1 . That is on the point of vanishing or becoming 
imperceptible. In Mathematics, said of a diminish- 
ing quantity ; That is at the instant of becoming 
zero ; infinitesimal. Hence transf. of things : Im- 
perceptibly minute, too small to perceive. 

1717 J. Keill Anbn. CEcon, (1738) 41 The smallest Capil- 
laries or evanescent Arteries. 1722 Wollaston Reiig. Nat . 
i. 31 To render the crime evanescent or almost nothing. 
a 1761 J. Cawthorn Wit <$■ Learn. Poems (1771) 73 How 
the moon was evanescent, Was now an orb, and now a 
Crescent? 1770 Horsley in Phil. Trans. LX. 437 note. The 
particles of light, which fall upon the evanescent zone, .are 
as that evanescent annular space which they cover. x8xx 
Wood Optics iy. 56 The limiting ratio of an evanescent arc 
to its sine is a ratio of equality. 1849 Mrs. Somerville 
Connex. Phys. Sc. xxvi. 276 A quantity so evanescent that 
it is hardly possible to conceive a time when a change will 
become perceptible. 1883 Proctor Fam. Sc. Studies 29 
Our knowledge, .has in reality but an evanescent range. 

2 . That quickly vanishes or passes away ; having 
no permanence. Said of appearances, conditions, 
impressions, etc. 

1738 Thomson Spring 148 The melting Pulp Of mellow 
Fruit, the nameless Nations feed[s] Of evanescent Insects. 
1750 Johnson Rambler No. 60 T 11 The incidents which 
give excellence to biography are of a volatile and evanescent 
kind. 1784 Cowper Task v. 167 A scene Of evanescent 
glory. 1816 R. Jameson Char. Min . (1817) 301 Evanescent, 
when the colour remains as long as the mineral is in a state 
of fusion, but disappears on cooling. 1828 Scott F. M. Perth 
xxxi, The Duke of Rothsay, whose virtuous feelings were as 
easily excited as they were evanescent. 1836 Hor. Smith 
Tin Trump . (1876) 271 [The] Pen which gives ubiquity of 
permanence to the evanescent thought of a moment. 1876 
Duhring Dis. Skinqi Maculae are evanescent or permanent 
according to their cause. 

b. Bot. of parts of plants : Not permanent. 

1776 Withering Brit . PlantsOzjgS) IV. 189 Curtain white, 
evanescent. 1870 Hooker Stud, Flora 361 Liparis.. glands 
evanescent. 

Hence Evane'scently adv. 

1847 in Craig. 1865 Bushnell Vicar. Sacr. 11. iv. 142 
Evanescently dim to our feeling. 1873 Argosy XVI. 290 
The colour flitted^ evanescently. 1881 Daily News 25 July 
5/2 Kindliness, slightly and almost evanescently. .tempered 
by a sort of indulgent scorn. 

Evanescing (evane*siq), ppl. a. [f. Evanesce 
+ -ING- 5 .] That passes quickly away. 

1805 Med. Jrnl. XIV. 537 Symptomatic fever of a mild na- 
ture took place about the 9th day, and the usual evanescing 
course followed. 1847 Emerson Rcpr, Men , Swedenborg 
Wks. (Bohn) I. 328 It is dangerous to sculpture these 
evanescing images of thought. 

Evangel 1 , evangile (^vae-nd^el, -il). Now 
arch, or rhetorical. Forms; a. 4 evangil, 5 
evangille, -ylle, 6 ©wangyle, 4-7, 9 (rare) 
evangile. 0. 4 aphet. vangel (pe vangel for 
/evangel), 5 ewangel, 6-7 evangell, 5-7, 9 
evangel©, 4- evangel. [ME. evangile , a. OF. 
evangi\l)le (mod.F. evangile), corresp. to Pr. 
evangelic Sp., Pg. evangelio, It, evangelio, evangelo 
(aphet. vangelio, vangelo), repr. Eccl. Lat. evange - 
Hum : see Evangely. The 0 forms are due to 
the influence of the Lat. spelling. 

In England the word was in 17th c. already archaic and 
purely literary, but in Scotland it remained in current use, 
as a synonym for gospel, until a still later period. At the 
present time it is chiefly used in transferred sense, or with 
allusion to the etymological meaning ‘good news'. The 
prevailing form now is evangel ; but a few writers of the 
present century have preferred evangele, evangile , either 
to distinguish the word from Evangel 2 , or merely for ar* 
chaistic effect.) 

I. In various senses of Gospel. 

1 . The ‘good news’ of redemption to the world 
through Jesus Christ ; the religious teaching con- 
tained in the New Testament ; the Christian re- 
ligion. 

. a * 34 ° Hampole Psalter cxviii. 72 Laghe of godis mouth 
is£e vangel. £1399 Pol. Poems (1859) II. 10 Crist bad him 
self, how that we schuldeu preche, And to the folk his evan- 
gile teche. c 1425 Wyntoun Cron. vii. vii. 224 Noweht be 
pc Lauche of j?e E wangyle. 1558 Knox First Blast <Arb.) 
31 And worthy is thy sonne Christ lesus, to haue his Euan- 
gil and glorie aduanced. 1578 Godly $ Spiritual! Songs 
(1801; 183 Priests, take 3ourstaffe And preich the euangell on 


3our felt. 1641 Milton Ch, Govt. n. Hi. (1851) 158 The 
heavenly mimstery of the Evangel. 2635 Gouge Comm. 
Hob. xiii. 9 An Evangile (as the Scots according to the 
Greek notation, term it), that is good or glad tidings. 3820 
Scott Abbot ii. That worthy man. .teacheth the Evangel in 
truth and sincerity. Ibid, xxii, Your ears .. deceived you 
when they were closed against the preachers of the evan- 
gele. 1834 H. Miller Scenes <$• Leg. viii. (1857) 107 All the 
other ministers of the Evangel. 1853 R. Williams Rational 
Godl. xiv. 207 The spirit of the Evangile, 1884 Congrega- 
tion alist June 4S9 The gospel is the evangel, 
b. Tne * Gospel dispensation.’ 

1560 Con/. Faith Kirk Scot! (i8ii\ As thefatheris vnder 
the law . , Sa .. we now, in the tyme of the Euangell, haue 
twa cheif Sacramentis. 

2 . a. The record of Christ’s life as contained in 
the Four Gospels. 

1393 Gower Conf III. 34 How that this vice is for to 
d rede In thevangile it telleth pleine. 1483 Caxton Gold. 
Leg. 436/1 That our lord hath sayd in the holy euangylle. 
1352 Asp. Hamilton Catech. (1884) 35 Christ in the evangil 
. .confermis the same promts. 1588 A. King tr. Canisius ' 
Catech. 76b, Y J testimonies baith of y-‘ Euangell and of y e 
Apostle S. Paul ar verray plane. 1858 J ; M artineau Studies 
Chr, 273 The ground work . . of the triple Evangile. 
b. One of the * Four Gospels’. 

C1400 Maundev. (Roxb.) xv. 67 He made he Ewangels, in 
|?e whilk es helefull teching and sothefastnes. ^ 1552 Abp. 
Hamilton Catech. (1884) 25 The wordis writtin in S. 
Mathewis evangel, a 1631 Donne Let. to Sir G. Moore 
Wks. (ed. Alford) VI. xcvi. 414 The. Evangiles and Acts 
teach us what to believe, but the Epistles of the Apostles 
what to do. 1678 Gale Crt. Gentiles III. 60 Lukes Greek, 
both in his Evangel as also in the Acts of the Apostles, is 
most , .eligant. 1828 Lamb in Life 4-. Lett. xvi. 153 The 
Quakers are the only professors of Christianity as I read it 
in the Evangiles. 1866 Neale Sequences <$• Hymns 39 
Those infrangible Evangels, welded by the Holy Ghost. 

3 . pi. Copies of the Gospels ; a book containing 
them, used to impart sanctity to an oath. Rare 
in sing. ; attrib. in evangel-book. 

C1386 Chaucer Man of Law's T. 568 A Briton book, 
written with Euaungiles Was fet, and on this book he swoor 
anoon. 1489 Caxton Faytes of A. ill. viii. 184 He is bounde 
unto hym by o the upon the holy euangilles. 1533 Stewart 
Cron. Scot . III. 28 And swoir also vpoun the evangell buik. 
1609 Skene Reg. Map., Sc. Act. Robt. II, 51 The Earle of 
Carrik..made his aith the halie Eu-angeilis being tuiched 
be him. 1886 Burton Arab. Nts. (abridged) I. 233, I con- 
jured him by the Evangel to alight at my house. 

4 . transf. t a. Something 1 as true as gospel '. 
1613 R, C. Table A Iplu (ed. 3), Euangel l y true expounding. 

1622 Bacon Hen. VII, 145 The Attaint upon a false Verdict 
between party and party, which before was a kind of Euan- 
gile, irremediable. 1639 Drumm. of Hawth. Consid. to 
Pari. Wks. 186 That the covenant be. .esteem'd in all times 
coming, the first evangel. 1681 Colvil Whigs Supplic. 
(1751) 136 That . . Merline's prophesies [are] evangels. 

b. A doctrine or principle (pertaining e.g. to 
politics, social reform, or morals) to which * sav- 
ing ’ efficacy is attributed. Sometimes with some 
notion of the etymological sense 1 good news \ 

1831 Carlyle Sari. Res. (1858) 109 La carri&re ouverte 
aux talens. .which is our ultimate Political Evangel. 1863 
Sat, Rev. XIX. 622/2 The law of trust is to be henceforth 
applied under the inspiration of this new evangele. 3:879 
Contemp. Rev. XXXVI. 290, I do not announce a new and 
perfect evangel to be ushered in by loud flourish of trumpets. 

II. 5 . In etymological sense: A message of 
glad tidings. Also ( no7ice-use ), a song of joyful 
promise. 

1842 Longf. Slave Singing at Midn . vi, What holy angel 
Brings the slave this glad evangel? 2844 Mrs. Browning 
Drama of Exile Poems I. 14 Our requiems follow fast on 
our evangels. 

Evangel 2 (fvse-nd^el). [ad. Gr. wayytKos 
bringing good news, f. cv well + ayyikkttv to an- 
nounce.] A proclaimer of the gospel ; = Evan- 
gelist. 

1593 t see helow]. 1614 Stirling Doomsday 2nd Hour 
xxxviii, When the Euangell most toyl’d Soules to winne. 
i860 C. Sangster Hesperus 13 We heard the evangels relate 
the glad story. 1866 Neale Sequences $ Hymns 157 The 
great Evangel of Patmos. 1878 Symonds Sonn. Campanella 
xxxv, The true sons of perfidy. . Calling themselves evangels 
of the faith. 

Hence f Eva'ngelsMp, the office of evangelist. 
*593 Bilson Govt. Christ's Ch. 233 No part of their Euan- 
gelship. 

EvangG ’lian, a. Or. Antiq. rare — V [f. Gr. 
(r<£) ewryy \kkta (pi. of evayyikiov: see Evangely) 
+ -an.] Evangelian sacrifice : transl. of Gr. rh 
evayytkta, the sacrifice offered in token of gratitude 
on receipt of good news. 

1808 Mitford Greece xxxvii. § 7. IV. 557 Twice had the 
evangelian sacrifice been performed, as if thanks were due 
to the gods for signal victories. 1832 W ebster Evangelian, 
rendering thanks for favors [citing Mitford]. So m later 
Diets. 

Evangelic (men-, evsendgedik), a. and sb . 
Forms: 5-6 evangelik(e, -yke, 6-8 -ick(e, 7 
-ique, 7- evangelic, [ad. late L. evangelic-us , a. 
Eccl, Gr. Omyy ekitebsfi. evayy ektov : see Evangely.] 
A. adj '. 

1 . Of or pertaining to the Gospel. 

a. Of or pertaining to the Gospel narrative, or 
to the Four Gospels. 

*594 Carew Huarte's Exam. Wits xv. (1596) 332 That 
this doctrin is true and catholicke, the letter of the Euange- 
licke text prooueth. <*1711 Ken Hymns Festiv. Poet 
Wks. 1721 1. 393 His Evangelick Volume to compleat. a 1806 


S. Horsley Serm. (18 11) 313 The evangelic maxim, that 
* no man can serve two masters ’. 1858 Sears A than. n. x. 
233 So we understand^ the Evangelic narrative. 1885 Sal- 
mon Introd. N. T. viii. 131 note,. It is an arrangement of 
the Evangelic text in the form of a harmony. 

b. Of or pertaining to the faith or precepts of 
the Gospel, or to the Christian religion ; pertaining 
to, or characteristic of, the Gospel dispensation. 

1502 Ord. Crysten Men (W. de W. 1506 Vm. ii. 143 Those 
y ‘ whiche haue auowed pouerte euangelyke. 1543 Joye 
Exp. Dan. ii, In the tother parte (as* it were with an euan- 
gelik sermone) he calleth them all and vs to the knowlege 
of cryste. 1569 J. Sanford tr. Agrippa's Van. Aries 
68 b, Farre from the Euangelicke doctrine and holy Canons. 
1653 Milton Hirelings Wks. 1738 I. 581 In the first Evan*, 
gelic Times. 1790 Burke Fr. Rev. Wks. V. 197 That 
primitive evangelick poverty. x8o6 A. Knox Rem. I. 12 
His [Boethius'] book ‘De consolatione Philosophic' is 
Platonic not evangelic. 1845 R. W. Hamilton Pop, Edu 'c. 
iv. (ed 2 ' 64 Let the younger scholar be taught . . the grounds 
and motives of evangelic obedience. x866 j. M artineau 
Ess. I. 412 A Hebrew ode was made to yield evangelic 
dogma. 

c. Evangelic Prophet ', see Evangelical i c. 

1683 E. Hooker Pref. Ep. Pordage's Mystic Din. 14 
Peruse that Vers of the Evangelic Prophet, if this iniquitie 
be purged from you, etc. 

t d. In uncertain sense ; perh. * pious ’. Obs. 
1460-70 Bk. Quintessence 1. 1 How pa.t olde euangelik 
men, and feble in kynde, my3te be restorid, and haue a^en 
her firste strenkjns of 3ongj?e. Ibid. u. 15 To reduce an 
oold feble euangelik man to pt firste strenkpe of 3ong)>e. 

2 . As the designation of a sect or party. (Now 
usually Evangelical.) 

a. = Evangelical 2 a. 

*583 Stocker Civ. Warres Lowe Countries 1. 33 b, The 
Euangelike Churches both of hygh and lowe Germanic. 
<21649 Drumm. of Hawth. Idea Wks. 220 Two eminent 
religions, .the Roman, and that which is protestant or evan- 
gelick. 1758 Hist. Europe in Ann. Reg. 50/2 They had 
rather a contrary effect in rousing the whole evangelic body 
to a sense of their own danger. 1792 Burke Let. to Sir 
H. Langrishe Wks. VI. 318 When the three religions were 
established in Germany, they were, .declared to be Evan- 
gelick, the Reformed and the Catholick. 

b. — Evangelical 2 b. 

1812 J. Jebb Corr. (1834) II. 197 A far nearer approach 
to the genius of a hierarchy than we can at all discern in 
our evangelic churchmen. 1814 Scott Wav. xxx, I have 
never been able to discover which he belonged to, the evan- 
gelic, or the moderate party m the kirk. 1850 P. Crook 
War of Hats 24 Why not excite petitions to proscribe The 
chapels of the evangelic tribe ? 1874 Spurgeon Treas. Dazt. 
Ps. Ixxxv. Introd., The purely evangelic annotators [in 
contrast with the sceptical]. 

B. sb% 

1 1 . The adj. used absol . : see A. 1 c. Obs. 

<2x6x7 S. Hieron Aaron's Bells (1623) 11 Jerome sticks 
not to call hem [Esay] an Evangelicke. 

f 2 . A Protestant; ~ Evangelical B. 1. Obs. 

16x6 Brent tr. Sarfi's Council Trent (1676) 387 The 
Protestants did increase in Germany, and the Evangeliques 
did multiply amongst the Suisses. x66o Blome Fanat. 
Hist. i. s They [the Anabaptists] . . troubled the Evange- 
liques more than the papists. x688 True Spirit of Popery 
6 He made a Gaol of his own House, such was his in- 
veterate Malice against the Evangelics. 1709 Strype Ann. 
Ref. I. i. 41 Now did both the Evangelics and the Papalins 
bestir themselves for their parties. 1758 Jortin Erasm. I. 
442 , 1 abhor the Evangelics. 

f A member of the Evangelical party, Obs . ; 
- Evangelical B. 2. 

18x3 A. Knox in f. febb’s Corr. (1834) II. xoo A good 
evangelic, mild and pious, rooted in the ways of worthy 
Wilber force. 

Evangelical (fv&n-, evsendge-likal), a. and 
sb . [f. prec- + ~al.] 

A. adj. 

1 . Of or pertaining to the Gospel, 
fa. Of or pertaining to the Gospel narrative, 
or to the Four Gospels; contained or mentioned 
in the Gospels. Obs . ; = Evangelic i a. 

*553 T. Paynell (title) The Pandectes of the Euangelicall 
Lawe ; comprisyng the whole Hystorie of Christes Gospell. 
*583 Stubbes Anat. Abus. 11.90 Thorough the whole euan- 
gelicall historic. 1397 Hooker Eccl. Pol. v, xl. § 2 What 
disorder is it if these few Evangelical Hymns . ..be every 
day rehearsed ?_ x66o Burney KepS. Atbpov (1611) 32 The 
King. . commissionates every active hand in Israel, like the 
Evangelical Centurion, a.x 703 Burkitt On N T, Luke 
i. 79 In this evangelical hymn there is a prophetical pre- 
diction. 1751 Chambers Cyc! s, v. Harmony, Evangelical 
Harmony, is a title of divers books, composed to shew the 
. . agreement of the accounts given by the four evangelists. 

b. Of or pertaining to, or in accordance with, 
the faith or precepts of the Gospel, or the Chris- 
tian religion ; pertaining to, or characteristic of, 
the Gospel dispensation. 

* 53 * Tindale Exp. St.John{x$yj) 92 He exhorteth them to 
procede constauntly in the euangelicall truth. 1581 J. Bell 
H addon's Anew. Osor. 103 The Evangelicall Philosphye 
doth call us higher. 16x9 W. Perkins Cases Consc. 31 A 
stirring vp of the heart to Euangelicall sorrow. 1642 
Rogers Naaman 41 In legal, and evangelicall respects. 
1699 Burnet 39 Art. x. (1700) X23 Faith . . separated from 
the other Evangelical Graces. 1730 Berkeley Serm . Wks. 
1871 IV. 641 Not lip-worship, nor will-worship, but inward 
and evangelical. 178a Priestley Corrupt. Chr. I. it. 164 
There is nothing evangelical; all is legal and carnal. 1839 
Yeowell Anc. Brit. Ch. ii. (1847) 10 He has taken away 
. . the legal priesthood, that he may establish . . the evan- 
gelical priesthood. 1858 Marsden Early Purit. 18 Their 
detestation of the papacy and their views of evangelical 
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truth, were confirmed. 1875 Manning Mission H.Ghost i. 13 
The one great evangelical gift . .is the gift of the Holy Ghost. 

e. Evangelical prophet : a designation of Isaiah, 
representing the view that his writings describe 
prophetically the life of Christ, and the state of 
things under the Gospel dispensation, and that 
they abound in anticipations of the doctrines re- 
vealed in the Gospel. 

The idea is due to St. Jerome, in whose writings it fre- 
quently occurs in various forms : e. g. he says {Ad Paula.ni , 
Wks. 1575 III. 18) that Isaiah ‘non tam propheta dicendus 
est quarn evangelista.’ 

1547 Homilies 1. Palling from God 11. (1859) 85 The evan- 
gelical Prophet Esay..doth teach us. 1585 A bp. Sandys 
Serm. 1184V) 8 Our evangelical prophet Esaias- hath, .most 
lively described and set forth the nativity, .of our Saviour 
Christ to judge the quick and the dead. 1699 Evelyn 
A cel aria (17291 168 The Evangelical Prophet adumbrating 
the future Glory of the Catholick Church. 1778 Bp. R. 
Lowth Isaiah Prelim. Biss, fed, 12) 52 The sublime and 
spiritual uses to be made of this peculiarly evangelical 
Prophet. 1853 Maurice Proph. <$■ King's xiii. 226 He 
[Isaiah] is often called the evangelical prophet ; by which 
it is meant that he is especially the prophet of the Messiah. 

d. Of a person : Imbued with the spirit of the 
Gospel, rare . 

__ 1768 Sterne Sent Journ, 11775) iox, I am so evangelical 
in this, and have such a fellow-feeling for whatever is weak. 

2 . Since the Reformation adopted as the desig- 
nation of certain theological parties, who have 
claimed that the doctrines on which they lay especial 
stress constitute * the Gospel’. This claim is of 
course disallowed by their adversaries, but (as in the 
case of other self-assumed party names) the desig- 
nation has received the sanction of general usage. 

a. =* Protestant. Now only with reference to 
Germany and Switzerland, where its German and 
French equivalents are also applied in narrower 
sense to the Lutheran as distinguished from the 
' Reformed * or Calvinistic Church. In the German 
Empire ‘ The Evangelical Church’ is the official 
name of the established Protestant Church of 
Prussia, formed in 1817 by the union of the Lu- 
theran and Reformed churches. 

1532 More Confut. Tindale Wks. 353/2 Tindall himselfe 
woulde no lesse were done . . then would hys euangelical 
brother Barns. 1581 W. Stafford Exam . CompL iii. 
(1876, 94 Every bishop should yerely keepe a sinode in his 
diocesse of all euangelicall persons. 1619 Arraign . Barne- 
velt § xx The reformed euangelicall religion. 1697 Evelyn 
Namism. viii. 265 The Evangelical Churches in Germany. 
1786 W. Thomson Watson's Philip III. (1839) 345 They 
should maintain two companies of evangelical soldiers. 
1843 S. Austin Ranke's Hist Ref III. v. iii. 109 The 
evangelical communes became aware of their superiority. 

b. From 18th c. applied to that school of Pro- 
testants which maintains that the essence of ‘the 
Gospel’ consists in the doctrine of salvation by 
faith in the atoning death of Christ, and denies 
that either good works or the sacraments have 
any saving efficacy. 

Other features more or less characteristic of the theology 
of this school are : a strong insistence on the totally de- 
praved state of human nature consequent on the Fall ; the 
assertion of the sole authority of the Bible in matters of 
doctrine, and the denial of any power inherent in the 
Church to supplement or authoritatively interpret the teach- 
ing of Scripture ; the denial that any supernatural gifts are 
imparted by ordination ; and the view that the sacraments 
are merely symbols, the value of which consists in the 
thoughts which they are fitted to suggest. As a distinct 
party designation, the term came into general use, in Eng- 
land, at the time of the Methodist revival ; and it may be 
said, with substantial accuracy, to denote the school of 
theology which that movement represents, though its earlier 
associations were rather with the Calvinistic than the 
Arminian branch of the movement. In the early part of the 
19th c. the words * Methodist ’ and ‘ Evangelical ’ were, by 
adversaries, often used indiscriminately, and associated with 
accusations of fanaticism and ‘ puritanical’ disapproval of 
social pleasures. The portion of the ‘evangelical’ school 
which belongs to the Anglican church is practically identical 
with the ‘ Low Church ’ party. In the Church of Scotland 
during the latter part of the 1 8th and the early part of the 
19th c. the two leading parties were the ‘ Evangelical ’ and 
the ‘ Moderate ’ party. 

[1747 Doddridge Life Col. Gardiner 162 It was his de- 
liberate Judgment, that the Law should be preached, as 
well as the Gospel ; and hardly any Thing gave him greater 
Offence, than the irreverent Manner in which some, who 
have been ignorantly extolled as the most zealous Evan- 
gelical Preachers, have sometimes been tempted to speak of 
the former.] 1791 Hampson Mem . J. Wesley III. 61 What 
are usually called evangelical views of religion. 1809 R. 
Southey m Q. Rev. I. 195 The Wesleyans, the Orthodox 
dissenters of every description, and the Evangelical church- 
men may all be comprehended under the generic name of 
Methodists. 1825 Ld. Cockburn Mem. i. 43 The prin- 
ciples and feelings of the persons commonly called evan- 
gelical were the same then as they are now. 1842 Dickens 
Amer. Notes (1850)38/2 Evangelical ladies there are, like- 
wise, whose attachment to the forms of religion, and horror 
of theatrical entertainments, are most exemplary. 1871 
Blackie Four Phases 1. 54 The sacred-sounding columns 
of an evangelical newspaper. 1889 Diet. Nat. Biog. XVII. 
433 Erskine was. .devoted to the doctrines and aims of the 
evangelical party in the church. 

3 . Of or pertaining to an evangelist, or preacher 
of the Gospel, rare. 

1651 Hobbes Govt, 4 Soc. xvii. § 23. 321 The Apostolicall 
worke indeed was universal! . . the Evangel icall to preach, 


or to he publishers of the Gospell among the infidels. 1794 
Godwin Cal. Williams 291 He [the vicar] condescended, 
with his evangelical hand, to guide the plough. 

33 . sb. 

1 . A Protestant ; in mod. use esp. a German Lu- 
theran, or an adherent of the national church of 
the German Empire. See A. 2 a. 

1532 More Cotifut. Tindale Wks. 352/1 Those euaungelj- 
calles theimselfe cease not to pursue and punishe ... tneir 
euaungelicall bretherne. 2860 Froude Hist, Eng. V. 323 
Clergymen professing to be Evangelicals held four or five 
livings, and officiated in none. 1878 in Grove Diet. Mus, I. 
109 He [Veit Bach] is said . . to have moved into Hungary 
with many other Evangelicals for protection from perse- 
cution. 

2 . A member of the Evangelical party, esp . in 
the Church of England. Cf. A. 2 b. 

1804 R. South ey in A tin. Rev. II. 189 The history of this 
society is truly characteristic of the Evangelicals. 1807 — 
Espriellds Lett. (1814) II. 359 [Whitfield’s] preachers were 
usually called by her [Lady Huntingdon’s] name, which 
they have now dropt for the better title of Evangelicals. 
1852 N ewland Led. Tract ar. 77 We claim the Evangelicals 
of the last generation as our fellow workers. 1865 Pusey 
Truth Eng. Ch. 4 Ever since I knew them . . I have loved 
those who are called ‘Evangelicals’. 1876 M. Davies 
Unorth. Land. 374 Dr. Arnold defines the Evangelical to 
be * a good Christian, with a narrow understanding ’. 

Hence EvamgeTica Tity, Evangelicalness 
(rare), the quality or state of being evangelical ; 
faithfulness to the Gospel. 

1857 De Quincey in H. A. Page Life (1877) II. xviii. 129 
One of the Edinburgh Professors, and notorious for his 
evangelicality. 1645 J. Goodwin lnnoc. 4 Truth TrL 63 
Mr, Prynne by representing my Parish as divided, disor- 
dered by my Independent way, hath rather given testimony 
to the truth and evangelicalnesse of it. 1730-6 Bailey (folio), 
Evangelicalness , the having evangelical quality. 

Evangelicalism (zvaen-, ev&iqd^e-likalbz’m). 
[f. prec. + -ism.] The doctrines and inodes of 
thought peculiar to the Evangelical party; ad- 
herence to that party. 

1831 Edin. Rev. LIII. 305 We have always thought that 
the worst things about Evangelicalism were its exclusive- 
ness, etc. 1871-2 Geo. Eliot Middlem. xvi. (D 1, Evan- 
gelicalism had cast a certain suspicion as of plague-infection 
over the few amusements which survived in the provinces. 
1884 A. M. Fairbairn in Contemp. Rev. Mar. 371 An age 
weary of a hard and pragmatic evangelicalism. 

Evangelically (fv&n-, evaen 1 d^e-likali), adv. 
[f. as prec. '+ -ly-.] In an evangelical manner. 

1 . As the Gospel requires ; in accordance with 
the spirit of the Gospel ; from the point of view of 
the Gospel. 

1624 Gee Foot out of Snare 14 The least sin, legally con- 
sidered, is damnable ; though evangelically, the greatest of 
all is pardonable. 1654 Trapp Comm. Nehentiah i. 9 ‘ And 
keep my Commandments’ — Evangelically keep them ; for 
with a legal obedience none can. 1673 Lady's Call. 1. v. 
32 Socrates has excellently 1 1 had almost said evangelically) 
defin’d, the best way of worshipping God, to be the doing 
what he commands. 1772 Fletcher Logic a Genev. 63 
Agreeably to that evangelically-legal proposition. 

2 . According to the principles of those called 
Evangelicals. 

1532 More Confut. T indale'Wks. 639/2 When our euaun- 
gelical englishe heretiques fall in acquaintaunce. .with some 
of our marchauntesfactours, they myjke them so euaungeli- 
cally, that, etc. 1890 Diet. Rat. Biog. XXL 14/2 His 
parents were . . by no means ‘ evangelically’ religious. 

EvangeTican, a. and sb. [f. Evangelic + -an.] 
A. adj. = Evangelical A. 2 b. 

1847 Djb Quincey Protestantism Wks. (1862' VI I. 100 Dis- 
tinguishing between the Romanist and the Newmanite, on 
the one hand, between the Calvinist and the Evangelican 
man, on the other. 

E. sb. = Evangelical B. 2. 

1876 Mivart Contemp. Evolution 116 The heartfelt piety 
of the evangelican protest against the cold formalism of the 
established clergy of that time. 

Hence Evange'Iicanism — Evangelicalism. 
1887 Benham Diet. Relig. 4x2 Evangelicanism is essenti- 
ally the theology of the inner life of the individual soul. 

EvangeTicism. rare . [f. Evangelic a. + 
-ism.] = Evangelicalism. 

1807 Southey in Life (1850) III. 92 In spite of his evangeli- 
cism, I always expected great things, from the proof he had 
given of very superior powers. 1864 Sat. Rev. XVIII. 
490/1 The reign of Evangellcism had discountenanced debts 
incurred in this quarter. 

Evangelrcity. [f. as prec. + -ity.] The 
quality of being evangelical. 

x8. . Eclectic Rev. (Ogilvie , A thorough earnestness and 
evangelicity. 1839 J. H. Newman Anglo- Amer. Ch. Essays 
(1872) I. 365 Apostolicity. .is one side, one whole aspect of 
Christian truth, and Evangelicity is another side. 

fEvangeTicly, adv. Obs . Evangelically. 

1678 Gale Crt Gentiles III. 15 Both are Evangelicly 
possible, through the habitual and actual assistances of the 
Spirit of Grace. 

Evangelism (zVaemdgeliz’m). [f. Evangel 
+ -ISM, as if ad. Gr. ^cvayyekurfiSs, f. evayyekt&crdai: 
see Evangelize. Cf. F. dvangilisme . In sense 2 
f. Evangel-io + -ISM.] 

X. The preaching or promulgation of the Gospel ; 
performance of the function of an evangelist. 

a 16 26 Bacon New Atl. 1x650) xo Thus was this Land 
Saved from infidelitie . . through the Apostolicall and Mira- 
culous Evangel isrne of S. Bartholomew. 1813 Examiner 
xS Jan. 35/1 Evangelism or the Announcement of Good 


Tidings. 1857 T. B. Bunting Life J. Bunting I. yn. 04 
The Sunday School .never to be entered, .in any spirit hut 
that of an earnest evangelism. 

2 , a. Attachment to or profession of evangelical 
doctrines, i.e . = Evangelicalism (chiefly in deri- 
sive or hostile use), b. The faith of the Gospel. 
(rare.) 

a. 18x2 Religionism 26 But lectureship requires, Grave 
face, evangelism and curbed desires. 1831 Blackw. Mag. 
XXIX. 96 Attacking what it calls evangelism and puritan- 
ism. 1840 Mrs. Gore in New Monthly Mag. LX. 52 
Taking his sly aim from behind the whited wall of evan- 
gelism. 1876 Miss Braddon f. Haggard's Da2t. ll. 95 
Triumphant party cries and watch-words of evangelism. 

b. 1842 Fabf.r Provincial Lett. (1844) 11. 13 The sure 
test . . of soul-preserving Evangelism or of soul-destroy- 
ing Heresy. x888 Spurgeon in British Weekly 3 Feb. 275 
Here is an inner core of Evangelism in which all true 
believers are at one. 

Evangelist (zvarnd^elist). Forms: 2-4 
ewan(J)geliste, 3-8 evangelist (e, -yste, (4 
euuan-, evaungelist, -istte), 4-- evangelist. 
Also 4 aphet. (after pe) wangelist(e, -yst. [a. Fr. 
h’angiliste , = Pr., Sp. and It evangelista, ad. L. 
evangelista , ad. Gr. €vayyc-kuTTr)$, agent-11, f. evay- 
y€,\i(«r 9 ai : see Evangelize.] 

X. One of the writers of the Four Gospels, 
Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. 

c 1x75 Lamb. Horn. 81 Seint lohan ]?e ewangeliste. in 
apocalipsi. c 1225 Juliana 31 pe worldes wealdent j?at wiste 
sein iuhan his ewanigeliste unhurt. _ 1297 R. Glouc. 11724) 
67 And sende Sent Mark )?e euangelist in to Egypt, a 1300 
Cursor M. 13977 (Gott.) Als tellis luca }?e wangeliste. a 1330 
Roland 4 V. 153 Jones broker, he wangelist. X377 Langl. 
P. PL B. x. 243 Cryst clepid hym-self so J> e ewangelistes 
bereth witnesse. 1480 Caxton C hr on. Eng. 11. 1x520) 14/2 
This Asarias and his sone Joas and his nevewe Amasia 
Mathew the evangelist putteth not in the lyne of Cryst 
for theyr offences. 1561 T. Norton Calvin's Inst. 1. viii. 
(1634) 27 The three Evangelists write the Histone in base 
and simple speech. X697 Locke 2nd Find. Reas. Chr.* He 
is of opinion, .if we had nothing but the four Evangelists, 
we could not he sav’d. 1747 J. Scott C hr. Life III. 115 
The same may be said of the three other Evangelists, 1833 
Cruse Eusebius vi. xxxi. 250 In this he ^ most clearly esta- 
blishes the consistency of two evangelists. 1845 Corrie 
in EncycL Metrop, 879/1 The Evangelist relates the cir- 
cumstances attendant on the baptism of Christ. 

transf. 1587 Golding De Mornay xxxiii. 534 He {Apol- 
lonius of Thyanie] fetched a yoong wench to life again, but 
yet his counterfeit Euangelist Philostratus durst not auowe 
that she was starke dead. 

p 2 . The book of the Gospels ; a copy of the 
Gospels. Obs. [A med.L. use of evangelista ; cf. 
apostohis for a lectionary from the epistles.] 

1523 Ld. Berners Proiss. I. ccxii. 260 We swere on the 
holy euangelist, by vs corporally touched. 1 61S Barvievelt’s 
Apol. Fiijb, Let the Aduocate remember what Christ 
thunders out in the Euangelist. 17x3 Steele in Guardian 
No. 2 i f 8 To see a well dressed young man produce an 
evangelist out of his pocket, 

3 . a. gen. One who preaches the gospel. 

*535 Coverdale Ps. lxvfi. ii The Lorde shal geue the 
worde, with greate hoostes of Euangelistes. _ 1548 Ldall, 
etc. Erasm. Par. John 69 b, They (the Pharisees] were as 
blynde in soule as the beggar, beyng now an euangelyste, 
was before in body. 1559 in Strype Ann. Ref I. App. vi. xx 
A woman . . is not called to be an evangelist. 

transf 1790 Burke Fr. Rev. 16 The new evangelists 
will, I dare say, disappoint the hopes that are conceived of 
them. 1840 Carlyle Heroesf&cf) 325 The French Revo- 
lution found its Evangelist in Rousseau. X883 Harper's 
Mag. Sept. 559/1 Mr. Norman Shaw has been the chief 
evangelist of this strange revival. 

b. One who evangelizes or brings the gospel to 
(a heathen nation, etc.) ; = Apostle 3 b. 

Mod. St. Boniface the evangelist of Germany. 

c. In the primitive Church, the designation 
given to a certain class of teachers, mentioned in 
Eph. iv. 11 after ‘ apostles ’ and ‘ prophets and 
presumably having the function of preaching the 
gospel to the unconverted. The title has at various 
periods been revived, usually denoting an itinerant 
preacher having no fixed pastoral charge. At 
present, in the usage of various Protestant de- 
nom inations, it means chiefly a laym an commis- 
sioned to perform home missionary work. 

1382 Wyclif Acts xxi. 8 Philip euangelist. Ibid., Eph. iv. 
xx He saf jiftis to men, . And he gaf summe sotheli apostlis, 
summe forsoth prophetis, othere torsothe Euangelistis. 1526 
Pilgr. Perf. (W. de W. 1531) 21 Many offices and dignytees 
of the chirche . . as apostles, prophetes, euangelistes, doctours. 
1588 J. Udall Demonstr. Discipl. (Arb.) 23 Timothie and 
Titus. . were Euangelists, a degree aboue ordmarie ministers. 
1611 Bible 2 7Ywz. iv. 5 Endure afflictions, do the work of an 
evangelist. 1681 Burnet Hist. Ref II. 368 It was designed, 
that there should be in every diocese some who should go 
round a precinct, and preach like evangelists. 1732 N eal 
Hist. Purit. I. 165 He [John Knox] was a sort of Evan- 
gelist over the whole kingdom. 1839 Yeowell Anc. Brit 
Ch. iv. (1847) 39 Evangelists, who appear to have acted as 
pioneers and forerunners of a stationary ministry. 1852 
Conybeare & H. St. Paul (1862/ 1, xiii. 409 The term 
Evangelist is applied to those missionaries who. .travelled 
from place to place. x88x Bible (Revised) Eph. iv. 11. 

I! Evangelista-rium. Also 9 evangelista- 
rion. [a. med. L. evangelistdrium , mod. Gr. 
evayyeki ora plov, f. evangelista Evangelist.] =next. 

1850 Neale East. Ch. II. 903 note, I. . consult the Evan- 
gelistarion, to see what is the tone for the week. 1882 
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EVANISH. 


Athenaeum.* Bee. 737/1 A Greek E vangelistarium . .of the 
twelfth century. 

Evangelistary (/v^ndgelrstari). [ad. med. 
L. evangdistari-nm (see prec.).] 

1. a. A book containing the portions of the 
Gospels that form part of the liturgy, b. A copy 
of the Four Gospels. 

a. <31x646 J. Gregory Posihmna (1649)119 The Saxons 
had.. kept the daie, as it seemeth by their Evangelistarie, 
where the Rubrick to the Gospel is, fiys Godspel sceal 
on cyldamasse dag. 1682 Wheler joum. Greece iv. 323 
An Evangelistary., written in Capital Letters. 1790 Por- 
SON Lett, to Tram's 230 (T.V The evangelistaries and lec- 
tio naries have often transfused their readings into the other 
manuscripts. 

b- 1865 Reader 29 Apr. 490/3 But attention was chiefly 
directed to an Evangelistary, which was exhibited at the 
meeting. 1873 H ale In His Name H. 7 An Evangelistary, 
or copy of the Four Gospels, in Latin. 1882 *3 Schaff Encycl. 
R elig. Knawl I. 731 The Rushworth Gloss (in the Bod- 
leian 1, an interlinear evangelistary. 

f 2. (See quots. : is the sense genuine ?) 

1656-81 Blount Glossogr, , Evangelistary , the Office of an 
Evangelist ; also, a Pulpit, or the place where the Gospel is 
delivered. 1692 in Coles. 1775 Ash, Evangelist ory. 

Evangelistic (/vsesndajeli-stik), a. [f. Evan- 
gelist + - 1 C.] 

1. Of or pertaining to the Four Evangelists. 

1845 W. Bromet i tx A rchseoL XXXI. 498 At the angles 
[of an Incised Slab] are the evangelistic symbols. 1850 
N eale M ed. Hymns 108 These are they, the symbols mystic 
Of the forms Evangelistic. 1869 Spurgeon Treas. Dav. P$. 
xxii. 7-8 The evangelistic narrative of the ridicule endured 
by the Crucified One. 

2. O f or pertaining to preachers of the Gospel. 

i860 Ellicott Life Our Lord vii. 281 The fulfilment of 

type and shadow of the hopes of patriarchs .. must be de- 
clared by the whole Evangelistic company. 1886 Q. Rev. 
CLXIII. 122 Apparatus, necessary for their [missionaries’] 
educational and evangelistic labours. 

3. Pertaining to the Evangelical school. 

1848 H. Miller First Impr. viii. (1857V 129 The Volun- 
tary controversy united Evangelistic Dissent and Roman 
Catholicism by the bonds of a common cause. 

Eva'ngelistsMp. [f. Evangelist + -ship.] 
The office, position, or dignity of an evangelist. 

a 1603 T. Cartwright Confui. Rhem. N. T. (x6x8) 578 A 
full performance of his office of the Evangelistship. 1636 
Prynne Unbish. Tim. (1661) 2 Can we . . conjecture, that 
Timothy would ... descend from an Evangelistship to a 
Rishoprick? 

|| Evangelium (fvamd.ge-li&ri). Ohs. or arch. 
Also 6 evangelion. [L. evangelium, a. Gr. tvay- 
7 ekiov : see Evangely.] The Gospel (in various 
senses') ; a proclamation of the * glad tidings ’ of 
the Gospel. 

1541. Coverdale tr. BullingePs Old Faith (1624) ill, 
This is the first promise, and the first sure Evangelion. 
1550 Crowley Last Trump. 359 If thy prince do cora- 
maunde the ought Against Goddes Evangelion, Then pr aye 
for him stylin thy thought. 1692-1732 Coles, Evangelium. 
1850 Marg. Fuller Life without Life within 1 1860! 18 If 
we can find out how much was given him, we are told, in a 
pure evangelium to judge, .how much shall be required. 

Evamgelizatiom (femd^ebiz^-J^n). [f. 

Evangelize v. + -ation.] 

1. The action or work of preaching the Gospel. 

1651 Hobbes Leviatk. in. xlu. 270 Evangelization, that 

is, a Proclamation of Christ. x868 M. Pattisom A cade m. 
Org . v. 122 Instead of holding up evangelisation— -they 
make the cultivation of knowledge the business of the life. 

2. The action or process of evangelizing, or 
bringing under the influence of the Gospel. 

1827 G. S. Faber Sacred Cal. Prophecy (1844) I* 195 
When this universal evangelisation shall have taken place. 
1869 Farrar Earn. Speech iii. (1873V 105 The Aryan should 
advance farther and farther to the civilisation .. the evan- 
gelisation of the whole habitable globe. 1879 Maclear 
Celts iii. 38 The most powerful influence in the gradual 
evangelization of the Celtic races. 1883 Harper's Mag. 
Sept. 498/2 The evangelization of the Dalecarlians. 

b. The action of interpreting (heathen myths) 
in an evangelic or Christian sense. 

^ 1843 Turner tr. Geijcr's Hist. Sweden s'L), The evangel- 
ization of the native superstitions was the first object of 
these iatitudinarian missionaries. 

3. The state or condition of being evangelized 
or converted to the Christian faith. 

1870 4 Anderson Missions Amer. Bd. IV. xlvi 481 
The effect of the thorough evangelization of that community. 

Hence Evamg-elizationer (nonce-tudf), one en- 
gaged in evangelization. 

1825, R. Southey in Q. Rev. XXXII. 26 One of these 
qualified evangelizationers has devised what he calls Church 
questions. 

Evangelize (fvge-nd^ebiz^, v. [ad. Eccl. L, 
evangel iz-are, ad. Gr. cuayyeXi cr&cu, f. evdyyeXos : 
see Evangel ^.] 

1 1* intr. a. To bring or tell good tidings, b. 
To preach, proclaim the Gospel. Const, to. Ohs. 

a. 1382 Wyclif Isa. xl. 0 Thou that euangelisist to Sion. 
1609 Bible Douay) ibid.. Thou that evangelizest to Sion. 

b. 1382-8 Wyclif Ps. Pro!., [These things] Bauid..so 
euydentli openede, that more be he seen to euangelisen than 
to profecien. 1582 N. T. (Rhem.) 2 Cor. x. 16 For we are 
come as farre as to you in the Gospel of Christ . . to evan- 

f elize. 1641 J. Jackson True Evang. T. n. 116 S. Peter. . 

< uangelized abundantly wi tlx his tongue. 1 666 J. Smith Old 
Age 256 Conversant in the Word of God ; and able to evan- 
gelize. a 1808 Porteus Serm. II. xii. (R.), Thus did our 


heavenly instructor most exactly fulfil the predictions of the 
prophets, .that he would evangelize to the poor. 

f 2. trans. To proclaim as glad tidings ; to 
preach. Const, to, unto . Obs. 

1382 Wyclif Luke 1 19, I am sent to thee for to speke, 
and to euangelise or telle [v.r. or sbewe] to thee thes 
thingis. — Acts v. 42 Thei ceessiden not in. the temple, and 
aboute housis, teehinge and euangelisynge Ihesu Crist. 
1579 J. Knewstub Confut. Heresies 73 a. The mysterie of the 
heauenly tnieth . . becommeth nowe . . euangellzed and de- 
clared _vn to you all. 1581 Marbeck Bk. of Notes 457 From 
that time the kingdome of God was evangelized. 1649 
Roberts Clavis Bibl 278 O all the earth sing praise alway 
. . Evangelize from day to day His glorious salvation. 1698 
Christ Exalted 3, I evangelize to you great Joy, which 
shall be to all People. 

3. To preach the Gospel to ; to win over to the 
Gospel or the Christian faith; rarely, in etymo- 
logical sense : To announce glad tidings to. 

a 1652 J. Smith Set. Disc. vii. 349 There were amongst 
the Jews some that were evangelized. x 66 7 Milton P. L. 
xii. 499 His [Messiah’s] Apostles, whom he sends To evan- 
gelize the Nations. 18x3 Examiner 3 May 283/r Why go 
to India to * evangelize ’ the natives ? 1839 Yeowell Anc. 
Brit. Ch. xiv. 1,1847) 165 Aidan, by whose self-denying 
labours Northumbria soon became evangelized.^ 1845 J. 
H. Newman Ess. Developm. 385 Mary the Virgin, receiv- 
ing faith and joy, when Gabriel the Angel evangelized her. 
1867 Freeman Norm. Conq. 11876' I. v. 289 A zealous Chris- 
tian, who evangelized his kingdom at the point of the sword. 
1874 Daily Nevus 14 Feb., Eight Incumbents, .have asked 
. . for. . lay churchmen to evangelise their parishes on Sunday 
evenings. 

b. absol. or intr. To act as an evangelist. 

X882 Century Mag. XXV. 77 Trading, manoeuvering, ly- 
ing, or evangelizing, as occasion required. 

4. To imbue with. tb.e spirit of the Gospel ; 
to interpret in an evangelical sense. 

1677 Gale Crt. Gentiles II. iv. 94 The Divine Law . . 
evangelised and sweetned by evangelic grace. 1857 Baden 
Powell Ckr. without Judaism 145 The spirit of allegorising 
and evangelising all parts of it [the Old Testament], 

Hence Eva-ng-elized ppl. a. Evamgelizer, one 
who evangelizes (in various senses of the vb.). 
Evangelizing vbl. sh . and ppl. a. (in quot. 1382 
absol. One who brings good tidings). 

x8i6 Faber Orig. Pagan Idol . II. 212 He had be- 
come contemptible in the eyes of the evangelized. Britons. 
1819 — Dispensations (1823) II. 150 When Christianity it- 
self shall be added to evangelized Judaism. 1382 Wyclif 
Ps. Ixvii[iJ. n The Lord shal 3iuen a word, to the euange- 
llseris. 1883 Jessopp Coming of Friars l (1889) 49 The 
Friars were the Evangelizers of the towns of England for 
300 years. 1862 Goulburn Pers. Relig. i. (1873! 8 The evan- 
gelizing of the heathen. 1382 Wyclif Nahum L 15 Loo I 
on hillis the feet of euangelizinge and tellynge pees. 1631 R. 
H. Arraignm. Whole Creature xii. § 5. 140 The Evan- 
gelizing Apostles, that in their Epistles writ as they preacht. 

Evangely (fvarnd^eli). Obs. or arch. Forms: 
4-7 ev-, ewangeli^e, -ye, (5 evangilye), 4-5 
evaungelie, -y, 5 - evangely. Also 5 aphet. 
vangelye. [ad. EccL L. evangelium, ad. Gr. evay- 
yiXtov good tidings (in class. Gr. only ‘reward 
for bringing good news/ and in pi. ‘a sacrifice 
offered on receiving good news’), f. tvayytXos, f. 
€v well + dyyihkeu/ to announce. Cf. Evangel 1 .] 
L The ‘good news’ of redemption ; the Gospel 
revelation, the faith of the Gospel ; = Evangel i. 

1382 Wyclif Gal, i. 7 Ther ben summe that ., wolen 
mysturne the euangelie of Crist, c 1450 Lonelich Grail Mi. 
969 [Piers] the holy vangelye gan him vndo. c 1540 in 
Prance Addit. Narr. Pop. Plot (1679! 36 To the most nota- 
ble slaunder of Christs Holy Evangely. 1590 Spenser F. Q. 
n. x. 53 Christes Evangely. 1675 Case of Quakers cone . 
Oaths def. 47, 1 . .submit myself principally to the Evangely 
of J esus Christ. 1683 E. Hooker Pref. Ef. Pordage’s Mystic 
Div . 29 This Gospel is, this the Evangelie. 

b. In etymological sense: Glad tidings. 

c 1380 Wyclif Serm. tSel. Wks.) II, 339 Evangel! is seid 
as good typing of blis : and J?us not oonly J?es foure gospels 
but episths of Foul, .ben clepid Evangelies. c 1449 Pecock 
Repr. 1. xi. 54 If oure Euangelie is couered. 

2. The Gospel record ; — Evangel * 2 . Also a 
passage in the same. 

1362 Langl. P. PI. A. i, 174 ]?eos bej> wordes I-writen 
In (?e Ewangelye. c 1386 Chaucer Melib. r x 13 As he him 
selfe recordeth in his_ Evaungelie. 1393 Langl. P. PL C. 
xn. 204 For clergie seith ]>at he seih in the seynt euangelie, 
That, etc. C1470 Harding Chron. lxxxvii. Thou vnder- 
standest full litill theuangilye. 1483 Caxton G. de la Tour 
L ij, Jhesus Cryst sayd in theuangely that, etc. 1583 
Stubbes Anat. Abus. 11877-9! 120 Our Sauiour Christ lesus 
..in his Euangely, the sixt of Mathew, saith. 

b. One of the Four Gospels ; = Evangel 2 b. 
1393 Langl. P. PL C. xvi. 45 penne cam scripture, And 
seruede hem j?us sone of sondrie metes menie, Of austyn, 
[of] ambrosie, of all be foure euangelies. ? a 1400 Chester 
PL 210 Austyne . , his honailye upon Saynte John Evan- 
gelye. 1513 Bradshaw St. Werburge 1. 2854 Rehersed by 
Mathewe, in his evangely. 1529 Latimer r si Serm. on the 
Card 1,5 Christ .. left be hind for our safeguard .. the 
evangelies, the sacraments, the commandments, and so forth. 
1530 Compend. Treat. (1863) ^3 That the Euangely off Jhon 
was drawen into Englishe by the forsayde Bede. 

TI App. taken to mean f evangelist (The older 
texts have euangelist, wangeliste.') 

^1340 Cursor M. 13977 (Trin.) Als tellep luke pe euangele. 

3. As an object to swear upon. a. pi. A copy 
of the Four Gospels; cf. Evangel l 3 . b. sing. 
used collectively : The Gospels. 

1494 Fabyan vii. 548 And I swere vpon the holy Euaun- 


gelys here presentlye with my handys towchyd, that, etc. 
1547 Homilies 1. Swearing n. (1859) 79 Whosoever wilfully 
forsweareth himself upon Christs holy Evangely. 1577 
Harrison England n. v. (1877) 1. 123 You shall .. swear 
upon the holy evangelies by you bodily touched. 

Bvanid (zvsemid), a. Obs. or arch. Also 7 
evanide. [ad. L. evanid-us vanishing, related to 
evanescere : see Evanesce.] 

1. Vanishing away ; of short duration ; evan- 
escent, fleeting, transient. 

1626 Bacon Sylva 11631) § 389 The Smell of the Flower is 
rather Euanide and Weaker than in the Leaues. 1664 
Evelyn Sylva (1776) 372 This delicate and evanid flower 
[the Jasmine]. 1665 Glanvill Seeps. Sci. xxii. 139 As great 
a difference .. as between the Sun, and an unconcocted 
evanid Meteor. 1699 Burnet 39 Art , L (1700) 35. Those 
Animal Spirits are of such an Evanid and Subtile Nature. 
axjxi Ken Edmund Poet. Wks. 1721 II. 140 Ye trifling 
Honours, .are th’ evanid Bubbles of Mankind. 1751 Cham- 
bers CycL s.v., Some authors ... use the., term to express 
those flowers of plants whose petals fall off as soon as they 
are opened. 1835 W. A. Butler in Blackw. Mag. XXXVII. 
857 That misty veil Evanid, disenshrouding field and grove, 
Left us, a mirror of each heavenly hue. 

2. Faint, weak. 

1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ef. vi. xii. 338 The decoctions 
of simples, .are dead and evanid without the commixtion 
of Alume Argol, and the like. 1765 Warburtqn Div. 
Legat. iv. vi. ted. 4) 94 How evanid is it [Dr. Shuekford’s 
reasoning], therefore, when applied to a prophet under the 
impulse of inspiration. 

1 3. = Emphatic al 5. 

1663 Boyle Exp. on Colours 1. iv, A difference betwixt 
these apparent colours and those that are wont to be 
esteemed genuine, as to the duration, which has induced 
some learned men to call the former rather evanid than fan- 
tastical. 1751 Chambers Cycl. s.v., Evanid colours are the 
same with those otherwise called fantastical, and emphati- 
cal colours. 

Hence Ewamiduess. Obs. 

1659 H. More Immort. Soul (1662! 151 Fooleries . . that 
pinch our Perception into such an intolerable evanidness, 
that, etc. 1731-6 in Bailey. 1775 in Ash. 

E^anisb (iVae-nif), V. Forms : 5-6 evaneseh, 
-is eh, Sc. evauis, 7 - evanish, [a. OF. evaniss-, 
lengthened stem of evanir, corresp. to It. svanire 
popular L. * exvdnlre — class. L. evanescere : see 
Evanesce.] 

1. intr. To vanish out of sight, disappear from 
view : a. of objects present to the eye. 

1432-50 tr. Higden (Rolls) I. 370 Then Criste euaneschede 
awey. 1536 Bellenden Cron. Scot. (18211 I. p. xxxiii, Thay 
[heryings] be now evanist, for offence that is maid aganis 
sum Sanct. 1753 Melville in Phil. Trans . XLVIIL 268 
A satellite, seen from the earth, ought to change its colour 
. .and at last evanish in violet. <*1813 A. Wilson Poems , 
Foresters , At last the path evanishes from view. 1880 
Browning Dram. Idylls Ser. n. Muleykek 99 And a leap 
indeed gave she, and evanished for ever more, 
b. of objects present only to the mind. 

1599 James I IWcA. Aoipo^ (1603! 104 The people will con- 
ceiue . . prse-occupied conceits of the Kings inward inten- 
tion : which although with time .. it will euanish, by the 
euidence of contrary effects, yet interim patitur iustus. 
1604 Earl Stirling Avrora, li, My happinesse evanish’d 
with the sleepe. ■ 1728 Ramsay Gent. Shepk. Poems (1844) 
43 And cares evanish like a morning dream, a 1813 A. 
Wilson Poems , To T. Wotkerspoon, When all these evan- 
ished and horror distressed me. 

2. To vanish out of existence ; to die away ; to 
become dissipated or dispelled : said of both mate- 
rial and immaterial objects. Also with away. 

1597 Lowe Chirurg. (1634) 84 That [Carbuncle] which ap» 
peareth and evanisheth away, is mortall. 1604 James I 
Counterbl. (Arb.) 109 All his members shall became feeble. . 
and in the end . . he shall euanish in a Lethargie. 1629 
Rutherford Lett. No. 4 (1862) I. 44 A star, which going 
out of our sight, doth not die and evanish, but shineth in 
another hemisphere. 1639 J. Corbet Ungird. Scot. A rm. 
6 If hee [the king] at the beginning^ had showne himselfe 
like a blazing Star, you had all evanished as smoak. 1790 
H. Boyd Ruins of Athens m Poet Reg. (1806-7)75 Th’ im- 
perial bubble . . breaks Spontaneous, or . . Evanishes to no- 
thing. 1830 Tennyson Poems 77 When thy light perisheth 
. .Our life evanisheth. x88o Muirhead tr. Inst it. Gains il 
§■ 244 Servius holds, .that the legacy evanishes if at the time 
it vests the legatee be still in potestate. 

Hence Evamished ppl. a., that has vanished, in. 
senses of the vb. Eva'nisMng' vbl. sb , , tire action 
of the vb. Evanish ; an instance of the same. 
EvamisMngr ppl * a., that Vanishes or disappears. 
Evamisluneitt, the action of evanishing, tJbe fact 
of having evanished, disappearance. 

1818 Coleridge Lit. Remains (1836) I. 204 When .. con- 
valescence has made its [the imagination’s] chilled and 
evanished figures and landscape bud, blossom and live in 
scarlet, green and snow white. 1829 J. Wilson in Blackw. 
Mag. XXVI, 544 It hangs in the abyss of the evanish’d lake. 
1853 G. Tate in Johnston Nat. Hist. £. Bord. L 297 We 
shall now describe the forms of evanished animal life. 1633 
W. Struther True Happiness 38 The first is a vacuitie ; 
the second is a weaknesse ; and. the third an evanishing. 
1797 Sir W, Scott In Robberds Mem. IV. Taylor (1843 1 . 99 
After the evanishing of the deer. 1872 M. Collins Two 
Plunges for a Pearl II. x. 176 lanthe’s evanishing caused 
the Earl of Chessington to be more in love than ever. 1629 
Symmer Spir. Posie 1, i, 7 That evanishing shadow of seem- 
ing Charity., a 1649 Drumm. of Hawth. Bibl. Edin., Lectori 
Wks. 222 Riches being momentary and evanishing. 1886 
Fall Mall G . 14 July 1/1 He has pursued the rapidly evan- 
ishing phantom of a Home Rule majority. 1797 Mrs. A. 
M. Bennett Beggar Girl (1813) II. 174 On the evanish- 
ment of her ducal vision. 1836 T. Hook G. Gurney viii, 


EVABTTXOH. 

I contented myself with watching the evanishment of 
my bright star from the sphere which she adorned and 
illuminated. 1868 Browning Ring $ Bk. vii. 1728 May my 
evanishment for evermore Help further to relieve the heart. 

Evanition (evanrjbn). rare. [f. Evanish, after 
the analogy of abolition, etc. ; cf. OF. evamtioni] 
Evanishment, disappearance. 

a 1797 H. Walpole Geo. II (18^.7) I. xil 373 The numbness 
of that enchantment has been dispelled by the evanition of 
the talisman. 1817 T\ Jefferson Writ. (1830) IV. 304 The 
evanition of party dissensions has harmonized intercourse. 

Evansite (e-vanzait). Min. [f. (Brooke) Evans 
who brought it from Hungary in 1855 +-ite.] A 
hydrous phosphate of aluminium occurring in 
white reniform masses. 

1864 Pint. Mag. Ser. iv. XXVIII. 341. 1868 Dana Min. 
585 Evansite .. moistened with sulphuric acid colors the 
flame green. 

Evaporability (iVse^porabrliti). [f. Evapor- 
able : see -ITT.] Toe quality of being evaporable. 

1854 J. Scoffern vsx Orfs Circ. Sc. Chem. 150 The force 
of vapour from each liquid . . is proportionate to its e vapor- 
ability. 

Evaporable (zV 3 e*porabl), <z. [f. L. evapora-re 
(see Evaporate v.) + -able.] Capable of being 
evaporated. 

1341 R. Copland Guy don’s Quest. Ckimrg., They haue 
but lyteli blode, and theyr flesshe is largely euaporable. 
1635 Person Varieties 11. 51 Not all subtile humidity is 
evaporable, but that of water only, a 1691 Boyle Effluviums 
vi. Wks. 1772 III. 675 A far more evaporable and dissipable 
kind of bodies than minerals. 1738 Franklin WksRxZqti) VI. 
216 Drinking frequently of a thin evaporable liquor. 1831 
Brewster Optics xil. 102 Placing a thick film of an evapor- 
able fluid upon a clean plate of glass. 1881 Standard 
18 Nov. 5/3 The frightful holocaust .. at Abergele, .was due 
to an oil by no means evaporable. 

t Eva’porate, pa. ppie. and ppl. a. Obs. [ad. 
L. evaporat -us, pa. pple. of evapord-re : see next.] 
== Evaporated. 

1607 Tgpsell Serpents ('1658') 399 All the humour acquired, 
is consumed into a loose and evaporate flesh. 1671 True 
Nonconf. 259 That both your Reason and Religion are 
evaporat. 1730 Thomson Autumn 12x0 The filmy threads 
Of dew evaporate. 

Evaporate (iVae'por^t), Also 6 evaperatt, 
7 -curate, [f. late L. evaporat - ppl. stem of eva- 
pord-re, f. e- out + vapor , vapor-is steam. Vapour. 
Cf. Yr. evaporer.J 

1. tram. To convert or turn into vapour; to 
convert from a solid or liquid into a gaseous state ; 
to drive off in the form of vapour. Said both of 
natural and personal agents. To evaporate fin 
or into : to change by evaporation into. 

1555 Eden Decades 336 Euaporatynge the quickesyluer 
from it in a styllatory of glasse. 1604 James I Counterbl. 
(Arb.) 104 The raynie cloudes are often transformed and 
euaporated in blustering winds, a 1648 Digby Closet Open. 
(1677) 18 Clove gilly flowers must never be boiled in the liquor: 
that evaporateth their spirits. 1794 J. Hutton Philos. Light, 
<$•<:. 193 When we expose such a body to a burning heat, .the 
aqueous part is evaporated. 1813 Sir H. Davy Agnc. Chem. 
(181:4) 64 In the leaves much of the water of the sap is 
evaporated. 1836 Emerson Nat., Commodity Wks. (Bohn) 
II. 144 The wind sows the seed; the sun evaporates the 
sea. 1833 Kane Grinnell Exp. xxxvL (1856) 325 The snow 
began to move, and fell, leaving a moist stain. Ibis was 
either evaporated or frozen instantly, 
b. fig. 

1616 Pasquil Nath. ill. 250 Blacke sorrow, nurse of 

E laints ..Euaporate my spirit with a sigh, That it may 
urrie after his sweet breath. 1641 Milton Ch. Govt. Hi. 
(1851) in Evaporating and exhaling the intemall worship 
into empty conformities and gay shewes. . 1647 May Hist. 
Pari, 1. vii.73 They would evaporate and dis-spirit the power 
and vigour of Religion. 1877 L. Tollemache in For in. 
Rea. Dec. 846 Did the Jews . . dream of spiritually evapor- 
ating the plain prediction about David ? 

2. intr. To become vapour; to pass off or be- 
come dissipated in vapour. Also + To evaporate to. 

1567 Maplet Gr. Forest xo Being put into the fornace 
[this metal] doth not euaporate. .neyther doth it lesseof hys 
waight. 1601 Holland Pliny xin. i. (R.), The sweet odour 
. . would evaporate and soone be lost. 1683 Pettus Fleta 
Min. 1. J1686) 122 If such an earthen Jug should crack 
the Quicksilver will be lost, and will evaporate to smoak. 
1698 Keill Exam. Th. Earth (1734^ 155 They [animal 
liquors] must evaporate and he exhaled by the extreme 
heat. 1774 Goldsm. Nat. Hist, (1776 V 1 . 369 Water is known 
to evaporate more powerfully in the severest frost, than 
when the air is moderately warm. 1858 Lardnek Hand-bk. 
Nat. Phil,, Heat 319 There is no temperature, however 
low, at which water will not evaporate. 

3. fig. a. Of things To pass off like vapour ; 
to be wasted or dissipated. Const, into. 

<*1631 Donne in Select. (1840) 116 , 1 shall have a joy, which 
shall no more evaporate, than my soul shall evaporate. 1649 
Selden Laws Eng. n, xxxiii. (1739) 149. Much of the Riches 
of the Nation evaporated into the Wars both Civil and 
Foreign, a 1745 Swift (J. ), The enemy takes a surer way to 
consume us, by letting our courage evaporate against stones 
and rubbish. 1781 Gibbon Decl. F. (1869) II. xlii. 584 
These hostile menaces evaporated without effect. 1833 
Lamb Elia Ser. n. iv. (1865) 263 By this subtle vent half of 
the hatefulness of the character evaporates. 1862 Burton 
Bk. Hunter 21 1 His memory has utterly evaporated with 
the departure of his own generation. 

b. humorottsly of persons: To become missing, 
vanish from sight or existence. 

1727 Pope, etc. Art of Sinking 119 Any other person 
[than the hero of the poem} who may be lost and evaporate 


331 

in < the course of the work. 1797 Mrs. Radcltfpe Italian 
vii, 1 would fain evaporate through that door myself. 1821 
Byron Let. to Moore 1 Oct., You should have more, if I 
evaporate [/. e. die] within a reasonable time. 1865 Dickens 
Mat. hr. r. vi, Bob and Jonathan with similar meekness 
took their leave and evaporated. 

4. trans. To expose or subject to evaporation ; 
to drive off the liquid part of ; to reduce by evapor- 
ation to (a residuum, a denser state). Also absol. 

1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. 11. iii. 68 If the menstruum 
or dissolvent be evaporated to a consistence, j 706 Phi LL irs 
(ed. Kersey ), 7 'o Evaporate to a Pellicle. 1799 G. Smith 
Laborat. I. 435 Evaporate to the consistence of honey. 1838 
T. Thomson Chem. Org. Bodies 336 Evaporate to dryness 
an alcoholic solution of the resin of guaiacum. 1877 W. 
Thomson Voy. Challenger I. i. 33 For evaporating or heat- 
ing in flasks or beakers a small sand-bath . . has been found 
very useful. 

5. intr. To exhale moisture ; to part with liquid j 
particles by evaporation. 

1799 G. Smith Laborat. 1. 86 Let this solution evaporate 
over a fire until it becomes thickish. 1844-57 G. Bird Urin. 
Deposits ed. 5) 149 If a solution of it be allowed to evapo- 
rate spontaneously on a glass plate. 1869 Roscoe Elem. 
Chem. 191 A substance, .is dissolved in water, and the solu- 
tion allowed gradually to evaporate. 

f 6 . trans. To emit in the form of vapour ; to give 
vent to, exhale ; to lose (perfume, strength, etc.) 
by evaporation. Also absol. Obs. 

1611 Cotgr., Spiracle , a hole to let ayre . . in and out ; 
also, a hole that euaporates a strong or pestilent ayre. 
a 1631 Donne in Select. (1840) 192 By long lying they have 
exhaled, and evaporated, and breathed out all their gross 
matter. 1646 J. Hall Poems 52 As flowers assoone as 
smelled at Evaporate, Even so this shadow, ere our eyes 
Can view it, flies. 1684 T. Burnet Tk. Earth II. 67 
After a gentle rain , . the warmth of the sun makes them 
[flowers] evaporate more freely. 1702 W. J. Bruy ns Voy. 
Levant liv. 21 1 The Smoke of the Lamps is evaporated by 
three Funnels that are at the Roof. 1715 Leoni Palladio's 
Archit. (1742)1.46 Having vents .. through which the of- 
fensive smell is evaporated. 

f Id. fig. (Cf Fr . ivaporcr la bile). 

1591 ifoRSEY Trav. (Hakluyt Soc.) 188 His stomake full 
of their treasonable purposes, must evaperatt somwhat for 
revenge. 1650-3 tr. Hales' Dissert, de Pace m Phenix (170&) 
II. 370 Any one butjhim who. .hath quite evaporated, and 
breath'd out all charity. 1631 Reliq. Wotion. (1685) 105 My 
Lord of Essex chose to evaporate his thoughts in a Sonnet, 
1711 Addison Sped. No. 116 f 8 It might conduce very much 
to evaporate the Spleen. 

f 7. intr. To be emitted in the form of vapour ; 
to be exhaled. Obs. 

1545 Raynold Byrth Mankynde Y vj, Humors . . the 
whiche daylye and hourely, by vnsensyble swettinge, 
euaporatith and yssueth furthe. 1622 Venner Via Recta 
2 Filthy vapours evaporating or breathing out of stand- 
ing pooles. 1694 Crowne Regulus 1. 8 A ghost? a damp 
evaporates from the word Which sickens me to death. X799 
Med. Jml. I. 464 Rendering the syphilitic poison inert, 
the moment it begins to evaporate. 

1 8. trans. To subject to a vapour-bath; to 
steam. Obs. Cf. Evaporation - 5 . 

1610 Barrough Meth . Pkysick in. iiii. (1639^186 Moreover 
the wombe must be evaporated and fomented with odo- 
riferous things. 

Hence 30 va*p orated ppl. a. 

1846 G. E. Day tr. Simon’s Anim. Chem . II. 52 Residue 
of evaporated whey, 78 0. 1870 Daily News 23 Sept , The 
Swiss and American preparations of evaporated milk. 1873 
H. Spencer First Princ. n. tv. §52. 173 The evaporated water 
. .may be brought by condensation to its original shape. 

Evaporating, vbl sb . [f. prec. + -ingL] 

L The action of the vb. Evaporate ; lit. and fig. 

1630 J. Taylor (Water-P.) Wks. 11.253/1 Let it bee a trade 
to practise.. the gulpe, the euaporating or retention. 1663 
J. Spencer Prodigies /Pref., The evaporating of Religion in 
the Doctrine thereof, into a multitude of perplext questions, 

2 . attrib., as evaporating disk , furnace, power ; 
evaporating cone, an apparatus of Belgian in- 
vention, used in the sugar manufacture ; evapor- 
ating pan, in sugar and salt manufacture, a large 
shallow iron vessel in which the juice of the sugar- 
cane and the brine is evaporated. 

1874 Knight Diet. Mech.,* Evaporating-cone. 1826 Henry 
Elem. Chem. I. 3 A shallow kettle of water, in which is 
placed the ^evaporating dish and its contents. 1800 tr. 
Lagrange’s Chem. I. 27 The ^evaporating furnace .. serves 
not only for evaporation, but also for digestion, distillation, 
solutions, etc. 1862 M. Hopkins Hawaii 14 A natural *e vapo- 
rating pan for the production of salt.^ 1862 Smiles Engineers 
II. 78 The "^evaporating power of different kinds of fuel. 

Evaporating (Me'por^tirj), ppl a. [f. as prec. 

+ -ing *.] That evaporates. 

1597 PHg r - P amass, v. 576 Such an ayre as is wonte to 
proceede from an evaporatinge dunghill in a summers 
daye. 1796 Morse Amer. Geog. J. 60 [Evaporation] is 
greatly increased by a current of air or wind flowing over 
the evaporating surface, i860 Maury Pkys. Geog. Sea vii* 

§ 3SS An evaporating region at sea. 

Evaporation (tvse-'porJPjbn). Also 4 -cion, 

7 evaperation. [a. Fr. evaporation , ad. L. evapo- 
rdtidn-em, n. of action f. evapord-re : see Evapo- 
rate v.] 

1. The action or process of conversion into va- 
pour ; the action of passing off in vapour ; an 
instance of this. 

1398 Trevisa Barth . De P. R. xvx. vii. (1495) 556 Quycke 
syluer passyth out by evaporation in sethyng and in smok- 
ynge. 1616 Surpl. & Markh. Country Farms 480 The oyle 
also [is] kept the better from, euaporation. 1799 Kirwan Geol. 


EVAPOBIMETER. 

Ess. 48 The great evaporation that took place soon after the 
creation, as soon as the solids began to crystallize. 1802 
Raley Nat. Tkeol. xxi. § 1 1819) 330 By evaporation, water 
is carried up into the air. 1813 Sir H. Davy Agric. Chem. 
ii. (18141 37 Cold is produced during evaporation. 1871 B. 
Stewart Heat § no Evaporation, where a liquid is converted 
into a gas quietly, and without the formation of bubbles. 

b * M' 

1824 Byron Juan xvi. ix, The evaporation of a joyous day 
Is like^ the last glass of champagne. 1852 Gladstone Glean. 
IV. xliii. 174 It cannot be imposed upon the agent by a third 
party without the instant eiap ^ration of all its savour. 

2. The action or process of driving off the liquid 
part of a substance in the form of vapour, by 
means of heat; an instance of the same. 

1718 Quincy Compl. Disp. 32/2 The Solution . .would part 
with its Salts but very sparingly, without Evaporation. 1838 
T.Thomson Chem. Org. Bodies 652 These alternate filtrations 
and evaporations. 1845 Buon Dis. Liver 23 When obtained 
by evaporation from alcohol [Bilin] reddens litmus paper. 
1854 Ronalds & Richardson Chem. Technol. ed. 2) I. 277 
The most simple method of evaporation . . is to place the 
liquid in a pan or vessel immediately over a fire. 1873 Ure 
Diet. Arts III. 94s s.v. Sugar , The next process in sugar- 
refining is the evaporation of the clarified syrup to the 
granulating or crystallising point. 

3. The action or process a. of exhaling moisture ; 
*Fb. of emitting (breath, fire, etc.); to. of per- 
spiring insensibly. Also fig . 

а. 1531 Turner Herbal 1. O xij b, If it [Daucus] be layde 
wythout it wyll greatly dryue furth by euaporation. 1669 
Boyle Contn . New Exp. 1. 11682) 184 The great Evapora- 
tion I have observed even in Winter, of Fruits. 1807 J. E. 
Smith Pkys . Rot. 18 6 The use of a tin box. .for the purpose 
of restraining the evaporation of plants. 1887 H. M. Ward 
tr. Sachs’ Pkys. Plants in. xxv. 227 Evaporation takes place 
through the leaves. 

b* 1599 Hakluyt Voy. II. 11. 33sEuen in the sea are seen 
euaporations of fire. 1599 Sandys Europse Spec. 1 1632 : 124 
The best way. .is to let the good men chide a while hartily 
together, .so necessarie are these evaporations to the minds 
of the multitude, 1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. nu 
xxi. 161 The fuligenous exhalations wanting evaporation 
recoyle upon the flame and choake it. 17S4 Johnson Ad- 
venturer No. 137 r 4 To reckon the hours laid out in these 
compositions as . . suffered; to fume away in useless evapor- 
ations. 

C. 1626 Bacon Sylva. (1631'' § 968 So in Pestilent feuers, the 
Intention is to expel! the Infection by Sweat and Euapoura- 
tion. 1706 Phillips (ed. Kersey', Evaporation. .In Physick, 
a discharging of Humours through the Pores of the Body. 
1721-1800 in Bailey. 

4. concr. The product of the evaporating process ; 
exhalation, fumes ; the amount evaporated. 

*533 Elyot Cast. Heltke (1541 ' 35 b, Poliio prolonged his 
lyfe certayne dayes with the evaporation of honye. 1603 
Tim me Quersit, in. 151 Such heates. .doe proceed out of the 
spirits only, either niterous or sulphurus, lifted up into 
euaporations. 1664 Power Exp. Philos. 1. 57 The best 
Glasses . . would not represent to me, the evaporations of 
Camphire. 1695 Woodward Nat. Hist. Earth (J.), Evapo- 
rations are at some times greater, according to the greater 
heat of the sun. _ 1794 Sullivan View Nat. I. 245 The 
nocturnal emanations of leaves, and continual evaporations 
of flowers and of fruits, do not diminish in quality in winter 
.. only in quantity. 1856 Stanley Sinai # Pal. vii. (1858) 
290 The lake, with the. . mist of its own evaporations floating 
over its surface. 

fig. 1606 Proc. agsf. Traitors in Harl. Misc. fMalh.) 
III. 20 This letter should prove to be nothing but the eva- 
poration of an idle brain. 1655 Fuller Ch. Hist. in. iv. § 5 
The vain evaporations of his discontentment. 

f 5. Medical treatment by means of vapour; 
concr . vapour, a vapour- bath. Obs. 

DS^S Lloyd Treas. Health F v, Euaporatio is when the 
diseased membre is holden in y e hote vapour of some decoc- 
tyon -1 1601 Holland Pliny II. 424 Good it is to apply 
spunges to those accidents and infirmities of the body which 
require euaperation. 1610 Barrough Meth. Pkysick ill. 
lxii. (1639) 198 If die evill be waxed old, you must use 
suffumigations, and evaporations made of aromatick things. 

б . attrib., as evaporation- gage. 

1874 Knight Diet. Mech., Evaporation-gage, a graduated 
glass measure .. to determine the ratio of evaporation in a 
given exposure. 

Evaporative (2Vse*p6r/tiv), a. [f. Evaporate 
v. + -ive ; cf. Fr. evaporcUifi -ive, late L. evapor- 
dtiv-us.] Pertaining to or producing evaporation. 

1668 Wilkins Real Char. 341. 1823 Coleridge Rem. 
(1836) II. 371 The evaporation . . froze the fluid at the two 
ends, that is, at a given distance from the greatest intensity 
of the evaporative process. 1887 Pall Mall G. 7 Dec. 12/1 
The average evaporative power of petroleum was found to 
be 9-82 lbs. of water per lb. of fuel. 

Evaporator (zVarpor^tai). [f. as prec. + -or.] 

1. One who or that which evaporates. 

1883 Caird in Scotsman 23 Nov. 9/7 A scepticism which 
evaporates all thought, at the same time evaporates the 
sceptical evaporator. 

2. spec. Any apparatus for evaporating solutions, 
drying fruits, etc. 

1827 Faraday Chem. Manip, xxiv. 629 A bent tube evapo- 
rator. 1850 Ned. Encycl. XI. 594/r A series of evaporating 
coppers or pans*. These evaporators are placed over a long 
fine, etc. 1888 Pall Mall G. 9 May 12/1 An evaporator . . 
which, besides drying fruit, may be used to bake and roast. 

Evapori meter. Also -ometer. [f. Evapor- 
ation + -(T/meter, Gr. fjLcrpov measure. Cf. Fr. 
Ivaporomltrei] An instrument for measuring the 
quantity of a liquid evaporated in a given time ; 
an atmometer. 

1828 Webster cites Jml. Science , Evaporometer. 1876 
Catal. Sci. App. S. Kens. 396 Evaporimeter. r88r Nature 
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XXIV. 387 An evaporimeter with constant level has been 
recently described by Professor Fornioni. 

21 vaporise (/varporsiz), v. [f. E- prefix + 
Vaporize.] =* Evaporate v. 1 . lit. and fig. 

183a H. H. Wilson Ess. 4 Led. <1862) 1 . 351 Put water 
over the fire in a boiler, and the fire will evaporise the 
water. 1836 I. Taylor Pkys. Th. Another Life (1858) 214 
In worlds where our bodies would instantly congeal, or 
would as suddenly be evaporized. 

t Eva’porous, a. Ohs. [f. Evapor-ate + -oos.] 
Of the nature of an evaporation. 

1694 E. Halley in Phil. T rans. XVII 1 . 184 The evaporous 
effluvia of Water. 

t Bva'potir, v. Ohs. In 6-7 evapore, 7 -oure. 
[a. Fr. evapore-r, ad. late L. evapor-are : see Eva- 
porate v.) 

1. trans v To send up in vapour; to emit 

1615 G. Sandys Trav. (1632) 243 zEtna .. black clouds 
euaporeth to skies. 

2. intr. To be exhaled or given out like a vapour ; 
= Evaporate v. 6 b. 

1545 Raynold Byrtk Manky nde 38 The yealowisshe swet 
which euaporith continually from the skin of thinfant whylst 
it is in the womb. x6n Cotgr, s.v. Eau [as in Raynold]. 
16x2 Sturtevant Metallica 11854) 96 No. .unsauory smells 
euapoure out or presse through them. 

+ o. trans. To subject to a vapour bath ; to 
steam. Ohs. 

1543 Traheron Vigo's Ckirttrg. n. xiii. 60 It sufficeth 
than to evapore the mattier by the decoction of thynges 
anodyne <that is to say) whiche take away payne. 

Evasible (iv^-sib'l), a. [f. L. Mr- ppl. 
stem of evadere to Evade + -ible.] Capable of 
being evaded. 

18. . Qgilvie cites Eclectic Rev. 

Evasion (/V^-gaa). Also 5 evasyown, 6 eva- 
cion, -tion. [a. Fr .Evasion, ad. late L. evdsion-em , 
n. of action f. evadere : see Evade.] 

1. The action of escaping from confinement or 
danger; escape. 

Now rare, exc. in writers influenced by Fr. usage. 

1460 Capgrave Ckron. 306 Al that tyme fro his [Oldcastle’s] 
evasion [from the Tower] about Myhilmesse onto the Ephi- 
hanie. ifior Bp. Barlow Def Prot. Relig. 175 By hope of 
euasion from Purgatorie in time. 1612 T. Taylor Comm . 
Titus Hi. 4 In any miserie we shall haue assured felicitie. . 
in temptation assurance of euasion. 1633 P. Fletcher 
Purple hi. ill. xi, The next fair river . . Topping the hill, 
breaks forth in fierce evasion. 1779 J. Moore View Soc. 
Fr. II. lii. 29 Contemplating the happy evasion he had 
made from the cabinets at Frankfort, 1834 Blackw. Mag. 
XXXV. 618 An account of the evasion of Louis XVI, and 
the arrest of the unfortunate monarch at Varennes. 1871 

H. Ainsworth Tarver Hill n. x, The plan of evasion was 
frustrated by the prisoner’s irresolution. 

f b. Means, opportunity, or way of escape. Ohs. 
1563-87 Foxe A. 4 M. (1684) III. 271 [God] in the midst 
of the Temptation will make such an evasion, as, etc. 1613 
Heywood Brazen Age Wks, 1874 III. 2x1 Ere you enwrap 
your selfe into these perils, Whence there is no euasion. 
1650 Sc. Metr. Ps. lxxxviii. 8 So Shut up, that I find no 
evasion for me. 1734 tr . Rollin' s Anc. Hist. (1827) IX. 250 
The unhappy woman, who found herself without evasion or 
resource, swallowed the draught. 

2. The action of avoiding or escaping (a blow, 
missile, pursuit, etc.) by artifice or contrivance. 

1657 S. Purchas Pol. Flying- Ins. 11 In a storm they [Bees] 
will help themselves by flying under the Lee-side of an 
hedge, [etc.] . . But if it bee a plain Champaign Country, 
where evasions avail nothing ; then, etc. 1822 Forsyth 
Rolands Mod. A rt Fencing 201 Evasion means to avoid 
being reached by a thrust, even when you are near enough 
to receive it. 

3. The action of evading (a duty, law, requisi- 
tion, an argument, charge, etc.); dodging, pre- 
varication, shuffling. Also, an instance of this. 

1603 Shaks. Meets, for M. 1. i. 51 No more euasion : We 
haue with leauen’d, and prepared choice Proceeded to you, 
therefore take your honors. 1672 Marvell Reh. Transp. 

I, 139 Perhaps he said so only for evasion. 1685 H. More 
Paralip. Proph. 447 There is no evasion from the strength 
of this Argument. 1711 Hearne Collect. (Oxf. Hist. Soc.) 
III. 210 But this I looked on as Evasion. 1746 Wesley 
Princ, Methodist 9, I have found this in many of you, i. e. 
much subtlety, much Evasion and Disguise. 1783 Burke 
Rep. Affairs India Wks. XI. 53 He was ordered at once to 
furnish 5,000 horse, .‘on evasion’ he was declared a violator 
of treaties. 18x8 Cruise Digest (ed. 2) V. 376 To do it., is 
artifice apd evasion. 1846 Prescott Ferd. 4* Is. I. vii. 326 
If the prisoner, .was suspected of evasion, he was subjected 
to the torture, a x86sr Buckle Misc. Wks. (1872) I. 71, I 
deem anonymous writing of every kind to be an evasion 
of responsibility, x868 J. H. Blunt Ref. Ch. Eng. 1 . 59 The 
king’s licence for the evasion of the act. 

b. The means of evading ; an evasive argument, 
shuffling excuse, subterfuge. 

c 1425 Wyntoun Cron. vru. i. 112 And be the text \>sd 
decerne all thai casis, but exceptyown : By that is nane eva- 
syown. a 1533 Frith Disput. Purgat I say that this their 
evasion is nothing worth. 1581 Marbeck Bk. of Notes 
€69 The prohibition goeth before the vowe, wherefore this 
euation can haue no place. 1621 Burton Anat. Mel. 1. ii. 
in, xiii. (1651) 118 The meaner sort have no evasion why they 
should not be counted mad. 1777 Priestley Philos. Necess. 
ii. 19 By such poor evasions do some persons think to shelter 
themselves from the force of conviction. 1845 S. Austin 
Ranke's Hist. Ref. I. 451 A miserable evasion, which did 
not in the least touch the assertion of his adversary. 1874 
Green Short Hist. is. 171 The towns, .could generally force 
the Crown by evasions and delays to a compromise. 

4. In primary Latin sense: Going out, exit, 
sallying forth, rare. 


a 1659 Osborn Queries Wks. (1673) 605 And from this the 
whole World comes to be so universally Inhabited, Every 
Family seeking rest by Evasion. 1669 F lamsteed in Rigaud 
Corr. Sc. Men^ (1841) II. 81 In the eclipse he ought to ob- 
serve the spurious and the true shades, and their evasions 
from the moon’s superficies. 1837 DeQuincey Revolt Tar- 
tars Wks. IV. 144 If the Kalmuck evasion should prosper. 

Evasive (zV<?>-siv), a. [ad. Fr. h >asif, -ive, f. 
L. evds- ppl. stem of evadere (see Evade) + -ive.] 

1. Of persons : Seeking to evade ; addicted to 
evasion, shuffling. 

1725 Pope Odyss. 1. 530 Thus he, though conscious of the 
ethereal guest, Answer’d evasive of the sly request. 2785 
Paley Mor. Philos. (1818) II. 404 The . . honest workman 
will be employed, in preference to . . the fraudulent, and 
evasive. X794 Burke Sp. agst. W. Hastings Wks. XV. 107 
He had been dilatory, evasive, shuffling, and unwilling to pay 
that which, however unwilling, evasive, and shuffling, he 
did pay. 

2. Of actions or utterances : Tending to evasion ; 
containing or characterized by evasion. Const, of. 

1744 Berkeley Siris § 107 Though evasive arts will, it is 
feared, prevail so long as distilled, spirits of any kind are 
allowed. 1772 Ann. Reg. 20/2 Terms apparently inoffensive, 
and evasive of their real and essential meaning. 1777 
Sheridan Sch. Scand. hi. i, He has received nothing but 
evasive promises of future service. 1820 Sc®tt Monast. 
xi, Objections which the Sub-Prior treated as evasive. 1848 
Macaulay Hist, Eng. II. 451 The president, completely 
taken by surprise, stammered out a few evasive phrases. 

3. Elusive, evanescent. 

x88x C. De Kay Vision of Nimrod vi. 113 Above the 
cities of the plain the tender Evasive strains dropt gently 
from the sky. 

4. as sb. An evasive phrase or speech. 

a 1734 North Exam. (1740) 90 The Party, .followed their 
Game full Cry . . without much Trouble about Precautions 
and Evasives. Ibid. 399 What may not be said and wrote, 
if this Author’s Evasives may pass such as — it seems, many 
believed ? 

Hence Eva'sively adv., in an evasive manner, 
by an evasion. Evasiveness, the quality of 
being evasive. 

1736 Bailey (folio), Evasively , craftily, deceitfully, a 1804 

J. Bryant (T ), I answered evasively, or at least indeter- 
minately. 3848 Macaulay Hist. Eng. II. 502 Searching 
questions were put, and were evasively answered. 1883 
Rules of Supreme Crt. Order xix. 1. 19 When a party . . 
denies an allegation of fact . . he must not do so evasively. 
1730-6 Bailey (folio), Evasiveness, evading quality. 1863 
Geo. Euot Romola in. xxvii, That self-justifying evasive- 
ness into which he was often hurried in public. 1877 
Morley Crit. Misc. Se r. n. 288 Most recent controversies 
are marked by obliqueness, evasiveness, a shiftiness of 
issue. 

t Evaso rious, a. Ohs. rare- 1 , [as if f. L. 
*evdsor , agent-n. f. evadere (see Evade) + -(i)ous : 
cf. censorious .] = Evasive. 

1687 H. More Contn. Remark. Stor. (1689) 439 The ter- 
giversations of the Incredulous, and their evasorious Pre- 
tences. 

Eve (zv), shf Forms: (3 beve, 4 ave), 6-7 
eeve, (7 eave, yeave), 3- eve. [var. of Even sb. 
(orig. 2 syll.) ; for the loss of the final n cf. morrow.'] 

1 . = Evening sb . 1 lit . and. fig. poet . or rhetorical. 

a 1250 Owl 4 Night. 432 Thu smgest from eve fort a morte. 

c 1300 St. Brandan 214 The foweles tho hit eve was, bi- 
gonne here evesong. 1393 Langl. P. PI. C. vi. 117 On 
saterday at eue. c 1430 Lydg. Bochas ix. xxvii. 1x554) 209 a, 
The fayre day men do prayse at eue. 1632 Milton V Al- 
legro 130 Such sights as youthful poets dream On summer 
eves by haunted stream. 1667 — P. L. 1. 743 From Noon 
to dewy Eve. 1642 Howell For. Trav. ix. (Arb.) 47 The 
yeaue of the Conquering of France, is the morning of the 
Conquest of England. 1728 Thomson Spring 19 Winter oft 
at Eve resumes the breeze. 2801 Southey Thalaba vm. 
ii, In the light of the setting eve. 1833 Ht. Martineau 
Charmed Sea i. 4 To tell the tale from eve to morning, and 
from morning to eve again. 

2. The evening, and hence usually the day before 
a Saint’s day or other church festival. Hence gen. 
the evening, or the day, before any date or event. 

c 1290 Lives Saints (1887) 76 In J?e mon)?e of Ieneuer : 
a-seint Fabianes eue. c 1330 Arth. 4 Merl. 5391 The king 
ther stode with his meine On a palmesonnes aue. 1480 
Caxton Chron. Eng. ccxxvi. 231 In the same yere (1340) 
on mydsomer eue kyng edward bygan to sayll toward 
fraunce. 1548 Hall Ckron. 82 b, Christmas eve. 1571 
Hanmer Chron. Irel. (1633) 123, 23rd of August being Saint 
Bartholomewes Eeve. a x66z Bp. B. Duppa Rules to Devo- 
tion (J.), Let the immediate preceding day be kept as the 
eve to this great feast. 1796 H. Hunter tr. St. Pierre's 
Stud . Nat. (X799VIII. 692 The tolling of bells . . on the eve 
of the funeral, on the day of it, and the last day of the year. 
1828 Scott F. M. Perth iii, A father's blessing and St. 
Valentine’s, whose blessed eve this chances to be. 1852 Miss 
Yonge Cameos II. viii. 102 On the eve of the New Year 
1370 he [Chandos] set forth to retake the town of St. Salvin. 
1884 Blunt Annot. Bk. Com. Prayer 118 All Festivals have 
Eves, including Sundays, but only some have Vigils. 

fig. - 1647 Clarendon Contempl. on Ps. Tracts (1727) 497 
Our time in this world is but a short eve to an everlasting 
holiday. 

3. transf. The time immediately preceding some 
event, action, etc. Chiefly in phrase To be on or 
upon the eve of. 

1780 T. Jefferson Corr. Wks. 1859 I. 269 We are upon 
the eve of a new arrangement as to our commissary’s and 
quarter-master’s departments. 1793 Smeaton Edystone L. 
§ 253 Being now arrived at the eve of October. 1806 A. 
Duncan Nelson 165 The hull on the eve of sinking. 1818 
Marry at in Pari. Deb. 642 It was proposed to pass this 
bill just when they were upon the eve of a general election. 


1875 Bryce Holy Rom. Emp. ix. (ed. 5) 150 These regions 
seemed on the eve of being lost to Christendom. 

4 . attrib. and Comb., chiefly in sense 1, as eve- 
repast, -time ; also eve-feast a feast on the even- 
ing before a festival or holy day: eve-tide = 
Eventide; eve-weed (see quot.). Also Eve- 

CHURIi, -JAR, -SONG, -STAR. 

1711 Budgell Sped. No. x6i F2 A Country Wake, which 
you know in most Parts of England is the *Eve-Feast of 
the Dedication of our Churches. 1725 Pope Odyss. xx, 466 
They rise, and bid prepare An *everepast. 1382 Wyclif 
fob xxx viii. 32 Thou bringist . . the *euetid sterre [1388 
euene sterre] vp on the sones of the erthe. c 1460 in Hearne 
R. Clone. (1724 II. 484 Quene Alionore . . childed a sone. . 
in the Christesmasse eue [ printed ene] In whiche euetid 
[printed ene-] appered in the West ii sterres, of fuyry 
colour. 1482 Monk of Evesham (Arb.) 36 Y laye in the 
chaptur hows tyl the euetyde of Saturday foloyng. c 1275 
Lay. 12858 Jpo hit com to jmn ; eue-time. Ibid. 17860. 1878 
Britten Sc Holland Did. Eng. Plan t-n., *Eveweed, Hes - 
peris matronalis, a name apparently invented by Dr. J, 
Hill in Herb. Brit, j 769, in reference to the fragrance of the 
blossoms in the evening. 

Kve, sbf slang or dial. (See quots.) 

1725 New Cant. Diet., Eves , Hen-Roosts. 1847-78 Hal- 
liwell, Eve, a hen-roost. 

t Eve, V. 1 Obs. rare. [f. Eve sbd] trans. To 
be the Eve (sense 2) of ; to immediately precede. 

1639 W. Berkley Lost Lady 1. ii. in Hazl. Dodsley XII. 
557 The night that eves the day of marriage. 

Eve, vd dial. [repr. yeve, the regular (now 
obs.) southern form of Give. In midi, dialects 
give is used in same sense.] intr. To become 
moist or damp (cf. quots ). 

1847-78 in Halliwell. 1863 W. Barnes Dorset Gloss. 
s.v., * We shall ha’ rain : the stwones do eve.' 1880 E. Cornw. 
Gloss, s.v., A stone floor is said to eve before wet weather. 
Eve, var. of Eave. 

1746 W. Horsley Fool (1748) 1 . 29 A Stone Cornice, .which 
. . would make a pretty Eve over the Kitchen Windows. 
E've-clmrr. Also 7 -ehoirre, 8 -chair, -chier, 
-chur. [f. Eve sb. 1 + Churr : see Churr-worm.] 
f 1. The Mole-Cricket ; also called Churr-worm , 
Fen-cricket. ? Obs. 

1658 Rowland Moufet's Theat. Ins. 10x8 Of the Fen- 
Kricket, the Eve-churre, or the Chur-worm . . we may call 
it Gryllotalpa ; a Mole-kricket. 1668 Wilkins Real Char. 
11. v. §2 Fen-Cricket, Evechurr, Churr-worm. 1721-1800 
Bailey, Eve-chnrr, a Worm. 1726 [see Churr-worm]. 

2 . The Nightjar, Caprimulgus europseus. Cf. 

Churn-owl. 

1837 Macgiluvray Hist. Brit. Birds III. 633. 1885 

Swainson Provinc. Names Brit. Birds tE. D. S. > 96. 1890 
Daily News 15 July 5/x He is still a bird of many names. 
Some, like nightjar, eve-churr. .are suggestive of his voice, 
t E'VCCk. Obs. Also 6 eveeke, 6-7 eviek(e. 
[Of unknown origin ; not connected with L. ibex. 

The Welsh e wig, earlier ewic, means a sort of deer ; but 
Canon Silvan Evans informs us that it was sometimes used 
vaguely; if this word was adopted into Eng. Higgins may 
have been misled by the fancy of an etymological connexion 
with ibex. ] 

(See quots.) 

1585 J. Higgins tr. Junius ’ Nomenclator 50 Ibex, .a kind 
of wild goate, and supposed to be that which they call the 
euecke. x6ox Holland Pliny vm. liii. I. 231 Among them 
[the goats kind] you shall haue the roe bucke, the shamois, 
the wilde goat called the Eveck [L. ibices], c x6xi Chapman 
Iliad iv. X22 The evicke [ax£ ayptoc] skipping from a rock. 

Evecristen(e, var. f. Even Christian, Obs. 
Evectant ( 2 ve-ktant). Math. [f. L. evect- (see 
Evector) + -ant.] A contravariant formed by 
operating upon an invariant or contravariant with 
an evector. 

1876 Salmon Higher Algebra 295 The discovery of evect- 
ants is Hermite’s (Canib. $ Duhl. Math. Jml. vi. 292). 
Eve'Cted, ppl. a. rare. [f. L. evect- ppl. stem 
of evehere to carry out + -ed L] Of the edge of 
a tube : Turned outwards, trumpet- shaped. 

x86x Hulme tr. Moquin- Tandon n. in. ii. 85 The aperture 
[of a Roman Snail’s shell] , , is provided with an evected 
[Fr. pvas /] margin. 

jEvectic, a dictionary spelling of Euectic. 
Bvection (i've-kjon). [ad. L. evection-em, n. of 
action f. eveMre to carry out, f. e- out + vehere to 
carry.] 

1 1 . A lifting up ; elevation, exaltation (in quot. 
fig.). Obs. rare— 1 . 

*656 in Blount Glossogr, 1659 Pearson Creed (1839) 359 
[Joseph’s] evection to the power of Egypt next to Pharaoh. 

2 . Astron. a. An inequality in the moon’s longi- 
tude (see quot. 1787), 

*706 Phillips (ed. Kersey), Evection , or Libration of the 
Moon [The explanation confuses a and b.] ^ 1787 Bonny- 
castle Astron. 422 Evection, an inequality in the motion 
of the moon, by which, at her quarters, her mean place 
differs from her true one by about 2^ degrees more than at 
her conjunction and opposition. 1834 Nat. Philos,, Hist. 
Astron. ix. 45/1 (Usef. Know]. Soc.), The evection discovered 
by Ptolemy is greatest in the quadratures. 1847 Whewell 
Hist. Induct. Sc. I. 220 Such is the announcement of the 
celebrated discovery 01 the moon’s second inequality after- 
wards called by Bulhialdus evection. 1879 Newcomb & 
Holden Astron. 163 The disturbing action of the sun 
[upon the moon] produces a great number of other inequali- 
ties, of which the largest are the evection and the variation. 

tb. Alleged to have been used for Libration. 

# 1706 [see a]. 1796 Hutton Math. Diet. \. 450 Evection 
is used by some astronomers for the Libration of the moon. 
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f 3 , Evection of heat : the diffusion of heated 
particles through a fluid in the process of heating 
it ; convection. Obs. 

Eve'Ctional, a. [f. prec. + -al.] Relating or 
belonging to the evection. 

Eve ctor. Math. [Agent-n. from L. evehdre 
(see Evection).] An operator formed by substi- 
tuting the differential operators d/da 0 , d/da L , d/da 2 , 
etc. for the coefficients a 0 , na x , \nji-i) a 2 , etc. of 
a binary quantic. 

Eve-dropper, obs. form of Eaves-dropper. 
1704 Gentleman Instr. (1732) 181 (D.) Soldiers .. may be 
as guilty of thefts as eve-droppers or cut-purses. 

E've-ee l. dial. (See quots.) 

1831 Agric. Survey Forfarsh. (Jam.), Muraena conger ; 
conger eel . .'the name seems familiar even to the common 
people ; they call it Eve-eel. 1867 Smyth Sailor's Word- 
bk., Eve-eel, a northern name for the conger ; from the 
Danish hav-aal, or sea-eel. 

E*veisli, a. nonce-wd. [f. Eve the first woman 
4- ish '.] Like Eve ; curious. 

1754 Richardson Grandison vi. 210 (D.), I saw it was a 
long letter; I felt very Eveish, my dear. 

Eve-ja,r. [f. Eve sbf + [ar.] = Evechurr 2. 

1789 G. White Selborne (1853) 356 A notion that the fern- 
owl or eve-jarr. .is very injurious to weanling calves. 1883 
Hampsh. Gloss., Eve-jar, the goat-sucker. 

Evel, obs. form of Evil. 

Eveles, var. form of Evilless, a. Obs. 

|| Evelie, a. Obs. rare— 1 , [a. Fr. eveille , f. 
iveiller to awake.] Wide awake, sprightly. 

1676 Etheredge Man of Mode tv. i, A pretty kind of 
young woman, .more evelie than our English women com- 
monly are. 

Eve-like, a. [f. Eve the first woman + Like a.] 
Resembling Eve, or her characteristics. 

<2:17x1 Ken Psyche Poet. Wks. 1721 IV. 213 To all the 
Daughters of laps'd Eve, Eve-like Concupiscences cleave. 

+ Eve’ll, v. Obs, rare— 1 , fad. L. eve l l- ere, f. e- 
out + vellere to pluck.] trans. To pluck, pick 
(a flower). 

1657 Tomlinson Renon’s Disp. 500 The flowers being 
evelled, new ones grow not again that year. 

Evelles, var. form of Evilless, Obs . 

Evelong: see Evenlong. 

Even (f*v’n), sb. Forms: 1 eefen, eefan, 
Mercian 6fen, Nortkumbr . 6 fern, 2-3 eofen, 2 
afen, 3 Orm. efenn, 3-6 eaven, (3 seven, aven, 

5 evon, 3 even, -yn), 4-6 evin, -yn, ewin, -yn, 

6 (heven), eeven, (9 dial, eem), 3- even. Also 
contracted 7 eevn, ev’n, 9 dial. e’en. See also 
Eve. [OE. sefen, Ifen, dfem, neut. and masc., 
cogn. with OFris. dvond , hand, OS. fiband (Du. 
avond ), OHG. dband (MHG. dbent , mod.G. 
abend ) masc. ; perh. aho with the synonymous 
ON. aptann, aftann (Sw. afton, Da. aften), though 
this may be of different origin, cogn. with After. 
The OE. forms appear to agree only in the root 
(O Ary an ep or ebh) with the other Teut. forms : 
the OTeut. type of the OHG., OS., OFris. forms 
would be *Mando~, that of the OE. sefen, efen 
would be *Min/o - or *$dunjo-. The ONorthumb. 
Sfern is apo, an alteration of efenin ; cf. ONor- 
thumb. wks ter 71, festern ( = WS. wisten, festeri), 
and OFris. forms like epernia to open. 

One hypothesis as to the relation of the forms is that 
*tst>ando- represents a pre-Teut. *epont -, apr. pple, act., and 
that derivatives of a corresponding passive pple. occur in 
ON. aptaun : — *eptono-) and OE. sefen (: — ftunjo- 
^eptnyo- or *ep{tyo- \ The etymological sense is unknown ; 
a not inappropriate meaning for the act. and pass., forma- 
tions E suggested by Gr. 77 mo?, mild, gentle (sometimes 
used with reference to temperature) which may possibly 
belong to the same root.] 

1 . The latter part or close of the day; evening. 
Also in phrases, Even and (nor) morn ; at even 
arid at prime, at all times of the day; good even, 
a salutation (see further Good, Gooden) ; fester- 
even { Sc. yestreen ) , yesterday evening (see Yester). 
Obs. exc. poet, and dial. 

Beowulf 1235 ./Efen cwom and him Hropgar gewat. c 930 
Lindisf. Gosp. Mark vi. 47 MibSy efern woere wses scip in 
middum saees. a xooo Guthlac 1216 (Gr.), Engel ufancundne, 
se mec efna ^ehwam. .^esohte. <7x040 Rule St. Benet (ed. 
Logeman) 82 paet pact eis towyrcanne hi wyrcan oSSe sefan. 
a 1123 0 . E. Citron, an. 1106 On sefen setywde an. .steorra. 
<7x200 Ormin 1105 He wass all da^3 Unnclene anan till 
efenn. c 1205 Lay. 19570 pa hit wes eauen. C1250 Gen. <$• 
Ex. 1675 Jacob wurcS drunken, and euen cam. c 1340 Cursor 
M. 6385 vFairf.}, Fra heyuen pen come paire fode . . euen & 
mome hit con falle. <71430 Lydg. Bochas it xxii. (1554) 
58a, Socrates, .wisest named at euen and at prime. <7x460 
Towneley My$t., Oblacio Mag. 125 We shalle not rest, even 
nor morne. 1333 Coverdale Ezek. xii. 4 Thou thy self shalt 
go forth also at euen in their sight. *538 Bale Thre Lawes 
178 God geue ye good euen. *591 Shaks. Two Gent. v. ii. 
42 She did intend confession At Patricks cell this even. 
1600 — A. Y. L. 11. iv. 69 Peace I say; good euen to your 
friend. 1622 May Virgil J. y The sun’s orb both even and 
morn is bright. 1660 Howell Diet, s.v., Good even (or by 
contraction Goodeen). 1697DRYDEN Virg. (J.', Th' unerring 
sun.. declares, What the late ev’n or early morn prepares. 
1759 Johnson Rasselas ii. From the dawn of morning to the 
close of even. 18x6 J. Wilson City of Plague 11. ii. 228 A 
plaintive tune, .sung at fall of even. 1816 Scott Old Mort . 


x, ‘My cousin winna stay ony langer, Mr. Halliday ; sae, if 
ye please, gude-e’en t'ye/ 1826 Disraeli Viv. Grey n. vi, 
Good even to you. 1843 Bethune Sc. Fireside Stor. 279 
Daylight, done at four o’clock, Yields to the lang dark e’en. 

2 . The Eve of a holy day or church festival. 
Rarely in wider sense : The evening or the day be- 
fore (a certain day or event). Fastryn even (Sc. : 
now Fastryn! s e'en) —< Shrove-Tuesday ; The 
Kings’ even — Twelfth-night. Obs. exc. dial. 

c 1330 R. Brunne Ckron. (18x0) 171 pe euen of pe Trinite 
vnder Acres R. gan aryue. 1375 Barbour Bruce x. 440 As 
apon fastryn even is The custom. 1398 Trevisa Barth. De 
P. R. ix. xxxi, (1495) 368 To Ester perteyneth the euyn 
therof that . . is callyd . . the holy Saterday. <7 1420 Ckron. 
Vilod. 1020 pe whiche in Mydwyntrus 3evyn to p'chirche 
dude gonne. 1463 Bury Wills Camd. Soc.) 17 On the evyn 
[of the funeral] myn solempne dirige shalbe kept. 1483 
Caxton G. de la Tour Dij, Upon the vygyl or euen of 
our lady, a 1336 Tindale Prol. to Jonas Wks. I. 450 The 
saints. . torment the souls in hell, if their evens benot fasted. 
1549 Cranmer in Strype Life App. xl, Vigils, otherwise called 
Watchings, remain in the Calendars upon certain Saints' 
Evens, a 1372 Knox Hist. Ref. Wks. 1846 I. 230 Upoim 
the Kinges Evin, when French men commonlie use to drynk 
liberallie. 1387 Fleming Contn. Holbtshed III. 1286/1 He 
died on Maie eeuen. 1623 Minsheu s.v., An holy daies 
Euen. 1764 Burn Poor Laws 13 No labourer.. shall take 
any hire, .for the evens of feasts. 1833 Robinson Whitby 
Gloss . , E’en, Kessenmas e’en . .Cannelmas e’en. Mod. dial. 
[Sheffield 1 , Christmas eem. 

8. attidb. and Comb. ( — ‘ evening*), as even-bell, 
-blush, - light , - prayer , - rising , -time ; also even- 
close, the closing in of the evening; even-fall, 
the ‘ fall ’ or commencement of the evening ; even- 
fire, evening gun ; evenglome {arch. ; revival of 
OE. dfenglSm), gloaming, twilight; even-mete, 
arch. (OE. sefen-mete ), evening-meal, supper ; 
f even- while, eventide, eventime. Also Even- 
song, Even-star, Eventide. 

a 1450 Le Morte A rth. 2236 By the tyme of *euyn belle. 
1835 Browning Pa?-acelsus Wks. I. 5 From. *even-blush to 
midnight. 1843 Hirst Poems 23 Came *even-close And 
darkness ; yet they turned not back. 18x4 Southey Para- 
guay Bed., One thrush was heard from morn to *even-fall. 
1859 W. H. Gregory Egypt II. 200 Flamingoes . . winging 
their rosy flight at evenfall across the bay. 1879 H. Duvar 
D’Anville's F'leet in Poems of Places, Brit. Amer. 34 At 
*even-fire the bells were rung, a xooo Guthlac 1265 ^Gr.), 
From *sefenglome o&J?aet eastan cwom. . daegredwoma. 1871 
M. Collins Inn of Strange Meetings 25 The robins singing 
in the evenglome. Beowulf 5014 SifrSan *sefen-leoht under 
heofenes hador beholen weor|?eS. a 1400 MS. Cantab. Ff. 
i. 6. f. 66 (HalliwO, Sche. .sey it is ferr in the nyght, And I 
swere it is evenlight. a X440 Sir Degrev. 1601 Syre De- 
grivaunt at evene-lygth Armede hym and hys knyjth. c 973 
Rushw. Gosp. Matt. xxvi. 26 JEt *sefen-mete. 1848 
Lytton Harold xi.vii, The even-mete will summon thee soon. 
1660 Howell Diet. s.v., Evensong, or *Even Prayer. x6ox 
Holland Pliny 1 . 13 The planet Mercurie seldome hath his 
*euen rising in Pisces, c xooo Ags. Gosp. Mark xi. 11 pa 
*aefen tima [<71x60 Hatton afen time] wses he ferde to beth- 
aniam. c 1205 Lay, 17860 A pan auen time. 1870 Rossetti 
Dante at Verona xxxiv, Flushed in the limpid eventime. 
c 1350 Will. Palerne 1747 To hei3 vs hastily henne, .euenly 
pis *euen while. 

Even (fVn\ a. Forms : 1 ebn, efen, eefen, 
efu, emn, in comb, em-, 2-3 efn(e, eefne, Orm, 
efenn, effen, emne, 3~4evene, 4-6 evin(e, -yn, 
ewyn(e, (5 evan, heven, 6 evne), 6-7 ea-, 
eeven, 4- even. [Common Teutonic: OE. efen, 
efn , by assimilation emit = OFris. even, evin, OS. 
e ban (Du. even, ejfen ), OHG. eban, epan (Ger. 
eben ), ON. iafn , iamn (Da..jevn, Sw .jemn), Goth. 
ibns :—OT eut. *et>no - . 

The word has not yet been satisfactorily connected with 
any other Teut. or Aryan word ; hence it is uncertain 
whether the primary sense was ‘ level’ or * equal, like ’]. 

1 . Of a piece of ground, a country, etc. : Fiat, 
plain, level, not hilly or sloping. 

<7893 K. /Elfred Or os. i. ii. §4 Seo burg waes getimbred 
an fildum lande & on swipe eranum. <7 1400 Destr. Troy 
2078 Set full sad on a soile euyn. 1603 Shaks. Lear iv. vi. 
3 Glo. Me thinkes the ground is eeuen. Edg. Horrible 
steepe. 1603 Verstegan Dec. Intell. iv. (1628) xoo They 
are euen and plaine without any hilles or hilly grounds. 
1692 Bentley Boyle Lect. 78 Our sight .. would be ter- 
minated . in the largest and evenest plain by the very con- 
vexity of the earth. 1705 Addison Italy (1733) 175 The 
present Face of Rome is much more Even and Level than 
it was formerly. 3839 Tennyson Geraint Enid 239 At 
last they, .climb’d upon a fair and even ridge, 

b. Of uniform height. 

1523 Fitzherb. Husb. § 70 Beastes alone, .wyll not eate a 
pasture euen, but leaue many tuftes and hygh grasse in 
dyuers places. 1593 Shaks. Rich. II, m. iv. 36 All must be 
euen, in our Gouernment. x6oi B. Jonson Poetaster iv. 
ix. Both wales, I am too high; and thou, too lowe. Our 
Mindes are euen, yet. a 1626 Davies ( J.), When he did set 
his foot in the middle, all the other parts fay flat and even. 

c. In a level position ; horizontal. Obs. exc. 
Naut. in phrase, (On) an even keel. 

1375 Barbour Bruce iii. 136 He laid hym ewyn him be- 
forn. <71391 Chaucer Astrol. u. § 29 Lat thyn Astre- 
labie kowch ad own evene upon a jsmothe grond. 1836 
Marryat Midsh. Easy xxvi, The frigate was on an even 
keel. <7x830 Rudim. Navig. (Weale) 117 A ship is said to 
swim on an even keel when she draws the same quantity of 
water abaft as forwards. 1853 Kane Grinnell Exp. xxvi. 
(1856) 213, I wish it would give us an even keel. 

2 . Of surfaces or lines: Uniform, without in- 
equality; smooth. 


a X23S Ancr. R. 2 pe on [riwle] riwleS pe heorte, pe make® 
hire efne & smeSe, wiSute knotte & dolke of woh inwit. 
1340 Ayenb. 151 Efterward he dep al be reule, pet makep 
pane wal emne. a 1330 ChildJt. Jesus 1382 pis treo mot 
beo . . At eithur ende euene and quarre. 1333 Coverdale 
x Ckron. xiii. 15 The valleys were eauen both [Luther doss 
a He Grtmde. eben waren] towarde the East and towarde the 
West. 1552 A bp. Hamilton Catech.Jj.884) 28 Ane biggare 
can nocht make ane evin up wal without direction of his 
lyne. 1377 B. Googe Heresbach' s Husb. in. (1586) 141 b, 
Looke. .that, .the grounde bee made fayre and even, some 
thing hanging. 1380 Baret Alv. E 364 To make eeuen 
with the rule, extequare ad regulam. 1664 Evelyn Kal. 
Hort. (1729) 202 Cut close and even. < 1693 Dryden tr. Per- 
sists vi, To see a beggar’s brat in riches flow, Adds not a 
wrinkle to my even brow. 1697 — Virg. Georg, iv. 213 
He knew to rank his Elms in even Rows. 1704 N ewtoh 
Optics (J.), The superficies of such plates are not even, but 
have many cavities and swellings. 17x2 J. James tr. Le 
Blond's Gardening 34 Parterres .. should be flat, eaven, 
and disengaged, c 1720 Prior Poems, Charity, Charity . . 
Lays the rough paths of peevish nature even. 1781 Cowper 
Anti-Thelyp. 47 Smooth and even as an iv’ry ball. 1848 
Macaulay’ Hist. Eng. II. 486 The water in the bay was 
as even as glass. 1838 Hawthorne Fr. <$• It. Jrnls. I. 213 
Hedges . . as even as a brick-wall at the top and sides. 

8 . Uniform alike throughout (in colour, texture, 
consistency, quality, etc.). 

1831 Craig Lect. Drawing vii. 406 Nor can it . produce a 
light even tint of any extent. 1846 Trotter in Baxter’s 
Lib. Pract. Agric. ied, 4) II. 347 These last [turnips] are., 
the evenest and best crop. .The whole field is an even piece, 
not having suffered from the fly. 1883 F. M. Crawford 
Dr. Claudius viii. The sky was of an even lead colour. 

4 . Of a path : Straight, direct. Of movements 
or speech : Direct, straightforward. Of a visible 
object : Directly in front. Obs. 

c 1200 Ormin 9214 peer shulenn beon . . eflfne & smepe 
we33ess. <7x323 Metr. Horn. 48, I bid you mac the gates 
euin To Crist, c 1470 Harding Chron. lxii. v, Constantine 
sawe a crosse. .full euine. 1594 Hooker EccL Pol. 1. viii. 
(1611) 17 As the straight way is most acceptable to him that 
trauaileth. .so in action that which doth lye the euenest be- 
tweene vs and the end we desire. 1399 Shaks. Hen. V, iv. 
viii. 114 In plaine shock, and euen play of Battaile. 1602 — 
Ham. 11. ii. 298 Be euen and direct with me, whether you 
were sent for or no. 

5 . Level with (f to) ; neither higher nor lower. 
arch. 

a 1300 Cursor M. 11688 pe tre it boued doune. .pe crope 
was euen wid pe rote. 1420 E. E. Wills 1x882) 52 A flats 
ston off marbill, ewyn with the grounde. 1379 Lyly Euphues 
(Arb.) 135 When Demetrius wonne the Ciue, and made it 
euen to the ground. x6n Bible Luke xix. 44 And shall 
lay thee euen with the ground. 1626 Purchas Pilgr. 
(ed. 4) 434 The nether part of the Sunne seeming iust and 
euen with it. 1633 H. Cogan tr. Pinto’s Trav, xxxvi. 142 
On the out-side about eight and thirty foot high above the 
water, and on the in-side even with the ground. 1698 
Froger Voy. 33 Waiting till the Fish swim even with the 
Surface of the Water. 

b. In the same plane or line (with). Also (of 
a course, etc.) parallel; (of the two ends of an 
object) in line with the centre. 

a 1350 Ckildh. Jesus 1425 Josep swipe glad was po pat 
euene weren be endes two. 1586 A. Day Eng. Secretary 
(1625) Aiiij, I have applied a number of Figures .. and 
Tropes in the margent of every Epistle, even with the places 
where they are used. X603 Shaks. Meas. for M. iv. ii. 
83 His life is paralel’d Euen with the stroke and line of 
his great Iustice. 1663 Gerbier Counsel 22 The Chimney 
to be made even with the upright of the wall. 1712 F. T, 
Shorthand ix Write the Consonant in an even line with the 
foregoing Consonant. 1726 Leoni tr. Alberti’s Archit. I. 

72 b, You may . . make a .. foundation for every particular 
Peer . . lying directly even with the current of the water. 
1748 A nson's Voy. 11. ii. 127 A ship to leeward, with her 
courses even with the horizon. 

8 . Accurately coincident or accordant ; exactly 
adjusted ; spec, in type-setting, To make even, make 
even lines, or end even : to space out the last few* 
lines of copy, so as to make the last a full line. 

£'1400 Rom. Rose 5821 We been at one, By even accord of 
everichone. 1377 B. Googe Heresbach’ s Husb. 11. (1586) 

73 b, Good Grafters, thinke it best to hold the Graffe even 
with both hands. 1397 Morley Introd. Mus. 89 The third 
is a driuing waie in two crotchets and a minime, but odded 
by a rest, so that it neuer commeth euen till the close. 1703 
Moxon Meek. Exerc. 277 Lay the streight edge even upon 
the line AE. 

1 7 . Of computed results, statements, etc. : 
Exact, precise. Also, '(The) exact’ (place etc.) 

# c 1300 Cursor M. 20834 1 Edinb.) Qua wel can caste sal finde 
it euin. 1393 Langl. P. PI. C.xxm.270 Hevene hauep evene 
numbre, and helle is with-oute numbre. a 1470 Tiptoft 
Caesar xiii. (1530) 18 Fewe or none of them [ships] came to 
the even port. _ 1351 Recorde Pathw. Knowl. 11. xliv, It 
maketh iust xxix, the euen halfe of fifty and eight. x6ox 
Shaks. Alls Welly, iii. 326 To make the euen truth in 
pleasure flow. 

8 . Of actions, movements, processes, continuous 
states : Uniform, free from fluctuations. Of the 
mind, temper, etc. : Free from variations, * equal*, 
equable, unruffled. 

^897 K* Alfred Gregory’s Past. xiii. 306 Bass wisan 
monnes mod bi’S suiSe emn. a 1240 Sawles Wards in Colt. 
Horn. 265 pole wiS efne heorte pe dom of rihtwisnesse. 1297 
R. Glouc. (1724) 193 per come in tuelf olde men myd euene 
pas pere, . X382 Wyclif Bar uch iv. 5 Thou peple of God, be 
of euener inwitt. c 1386 Chaucer Clerk’s T. 8xx With euene 
herte I rede yow tendure Thisstrookof flfortune or of auen- 
ture. c 1440 Promp. Para. 143 Euen in meuynge {printed 
menynge] or clothynge^ 1361 T. Norton Calvin's Inst. 1. 
To Rdr., That I may with euen sufferance continue in the 
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course of his holy calling. 1613 Shaks. E Ten. VIII, sn. i. 
37 , 1 know my life so euen. 1710 Addison Toiler No. 192 
t 5 Persons of even Tempers and uniform Dispositions. 1766 
Johnson in Boswell Feb., Pope’s [horses] go at a steady 
even trot. 1770 Langhorne Plutarch {1879) I. 377/2 Peri- 
cles acquired . .a firm and even tone of voice. 1850 Tenny- 
son In Mem. Ixxxv, My Wood an even tenour kept. 1870 
Huxley Lay Serm. xiv. 334 The even rhythm of the 
breathing of every one of as. 

9. Equally balanced ; in a state of equilibrium; 
* not inclining to either side ’ ( J. ). 

1579 Gosson Sch. Abuse (Arb.) 39 Bearing her sword so 
euen, that neither the poore are trod voder foote, nor the 
rich suffred to loke too hye. 1607 Shaks. Cor. iv. vii. 37 
He has A Noble seruant to them; but he could not Carry 
his honors eeuen. 1655-60 Stanley Elist. Philos. <[1701) 
188/2 Its proper place, .by reason of its even weight is the 
Centre. 1667 Milton P. L » 1. 349 In even bal lance down 
they light. 1703 Moxon Mech. Exerc. 69 The Hand must 
be carried along the whole length . , exactly even. 1742 
Young Nt. Th. vin. 1180 An Eye impartial, and an even 
Scale. C1819 Bentham Wks. (1843) II. 446 The balance 
is now restored. The two scales hang even. 1863 W. 
Phillips Speeches vii. 155 He holds the scales of justice 
most exactly even. 1866 J. Martineau Ess. I. 67 The 
balance cannot be expected to hang. .even. 

10. Of accounts, affairs, a reckoning : Having no 
balance or debt on either side ; * square.’ 

1551 T. Wilson Logike (1567) 2 b, Arithmetik by nomber 
can make Reckenynges to be euen. 1596 Haringtgn 
Metam. Ajax Pref. (1814) 14 For a man to make even his 
reckonings. 1605 Bp. Hall Medit. * Vozvs B. 2 §4 It 
hath beene an olde and true Proverbe, Oft and even reckon- 
ing es make long friends. 171a ArbuthnotJJW^/ Bull (1755) 
14 How is it possible for a man of business to keep his 
affairs even in the world at this rate? 0x716 South (J.), 
Even reckoning makes lasting friends, 

"b. To be evem to be square or quits ; to have 
settled accounts, f To make even', to square ac- 
counts. f To make even for : to compensate for. 

1511 Plumpton. Corr. p. cxviii, Memor. That Sir Robert 
Plompton . . is even for every tiling to this present day of 
August. 1594 R. Haydockk tr. Lomazzo To Rdr., I haue 
bettered mine, or at the least made even for such other im- 
perfections, as can hardly escape the best translators. 1618 
Bolton Floras iv. ix. (1636) 308 By the slaughter of Pacorus, 
wee were even for Crassus overthrow. 1622 S- Ward 
Christ All in All <16271 36 When he had distributed all 
he had to the poore, and made euen with his reuenues, etc, 
1637 Rutherford Lett. No. 113 (1862) I. 283 , 1 know that 
Christ and I shall never be Even : I shall die in His debt. 
1661 Pepys Diary 25 June, I made even with my father 
and the two drapers for the cloths I sent to sea lately. 1780 
Johnson Let. to Mrs. Thrale 21 June, I wish I had been 
with you to see the Isle of Wight ; but I shall perhaps go 
some time without you, and then we shall be even. 

c. To be even (+ evens) with : to be quits with ; 
to have one’s revenge upon. 

14.. Merck. <§> Son in Halliw. Nitgx Poet. 32 My fadurys 
evyn wyth all the worlde. 1589 Hay any Work A ij b, lie 
be euen with them to. 1626 Buck. ' Imp. (1889) 63 Wherre 
■uppon hee vowed to bee even with our Inghsh. 1655-60 
Stanley Hist. Philos. (1701) iri/i, I will be even with you 
for this scorn, a 1719 Addison (J.), The publick is always 
even with an author who has not a just deference for them. 
1752 A. Breck Stewart in Scots Mag. July (1753) 339/1 
He would be evens with him. 1794 Mrs. Radcliffe Myst. 
Udolpko xxvii, I was determined to be even with Barnardine 
for refusing to tell me the secret. 1831 Lytton Godolpk. 
q Come out, and I’ll be even with you, pretty one. 1875 
IpwETT Plato (ed. 2) III. 264 Verily I would be even with 
thee, if I had the power. 

11. That is a just mean between extremes ; of 
proper magnitude or degree. 

c 1386 Chaucer Prol. 83 Of his stature he was of evene 
lengthe. c 1470 Henry Wallace vi. 70 Be ewyn tyme off 
hyr age, A squier Sehaw . . hyr gat in manage 1577 B. Googe 
Heresbach’s Husb. 11. (1586) 80 b, There must be an even 
temperature amongest these extreamities. 1653 Urquhart 
Rabelais 1. xxxiv, The rest of his traine came after him by 
even journeys [Fr. a justes joumies) at a slower pace. 

12. Of conduct, laws, and their administration : 
Equal towards all, just, impartial. ^ Also of 
weights and measures : Just, true. 

c 1000 ZElfric Lev. xix. 36 Habbap . . emne waega an d emne 
gemetu and sestras. 1382 Wyclif Lev. xix. 46 Rkt bal- 
aunce, and euen ben the weijtis, ry3t bushel, ana euen 
sextarye.^ 1637 Earl Stirling Doomsday , 6th Hour, Yet 
were their aimes and ends in th’end not eaven. 1719 W. 
Wood Surv. Trade 17 The wisdom of the legislative Power 
consists in keeping an even hand to promote all. 1775 
Johnson Tax no Tyr. 33 Though power has been diffused 
with the most even hand. 

fl3. Equal in rank, dignity, or power ; in earlier 
use with dat. or with til, to ; also absol. Obs. 

c 1205 Lay. 22928 At J>ine borde. .seal pe heh^e beon aefne 
{c 1275 efne] pan Io3e. a 1240 Lofsong in Coif. Horn. 209 
pe oli goste ‘ pet is efne wi& pe and wi <5 bin eadi feder. 
a 1340 Hampole Psalter ii. 7 pe son is of his fadire. . euen til 
hym in godhed. C1380 Wyclif Sel. Wks. III. 341 Sum 
men seien bat he [the pope] is even wib the manheed of 
Crist, c 1400 Apol. Loll. 85 We awe not to arett . . pingis 
fbrmid of mannis craft, heyar nor euen to man in kynd. 
a 1450-1530 Myrr. our Ladye 103 These thre persones . were 
alyke euen in all thynges. 1565 Jewel Repl. Harding 
(2611) 333 The Figure may not be far off from the Truth : 
otherwise it were no Figure : Neither may it be euen, and 
one with the Truth. 1674 N. Fairfax Bulk <$■ Selv. 117 
Nevertheless, we may hold such a body to be even with 
another. 1:720 Prior For my Tombstone , To me *twas 
given to die ; To thee ’tis given to live : alas one moment 
sets us even. 2754 Richardson Gratidison I. xxxix, 297 Is 
there no way to he even with him in any one thing ? 

b. To be even with ; to be on a par, on equal 
'■"terms 'with,/ \ 


1595 Nashe Four Lett. Confui. 86 You wil. .imbraceanie 
religion which will be euen with the profession that fauors 
not you. 1633 Earl Manch. A l Monde (1636) 24 For all 
this, man is even with Death. 2682 N. O. Soileau’s Lutrin 
1. 250 We may with both in time be even. 1733 Fielding 
Intrig. Chamberm, t v, I am not the first gentleman.. who 
has been even with his master. 

% Q. The Combs, of even- are sometimes resolved, 
so that the adj. in apparent syntactical concord 
expresses the sense of L. co Eng. fellow-, joint-. 

a 1000 Voc. in Wr.-Wulcker.B214 Coheres , efn yrfeweard. 
2382 Wyclif Ezek. vii. 16 Thei shulen be in mounteyns as 
culueres of euyn valeys [Vulg. convallmni]. 1482 Monk 
of Evesham (Arb.) 103 He. .schalle be an euyn heyre with 
me eternaly. 1483 Catk. Angl. 118 Euen, equus , co-, 
equalis. 

14. Equal in magnitude, number, quantity, etc. 

£2205 Lay. 29103 He hafde genge efne wi 5 Gurmunde. 

Ibid. 30835 For his rnfne wiht of golde. 1387 Trevisa 
Higden (Rolls) I. 325 Whan pe day and be ny^t beep euen. 
c 2420 Pallad. on Husb. 1. 1121 Hardde pitche, and wex, 
take even weight, c 1449 Pecock. Repr. hi. i. 280 The north 
schal be eendid by euen terme. c 1450 Castle Hd. Life St. 
Cuihb. (Surtees) 931 With’ childre of his euen aide. 1495 
Act 11 Hen. VII , c. 39 The seid Edmond to pay yerely . . 
CCCC li. at the same festis by evyn porcions. 1577 B. Googe 
Heresbach’s Husb. m. (1586) 115 The legges and the thies 
. .ought to be even [L. zequalia), straight, and sound. 1660 
Bloome Arckit. Ac, Three even parts. 1749 Fielding Tom 
Jones xn. v, Partridge . . kept even pace with Jones. 1814 
Scott Ld. of Isles in. xviii, Were my Monarch’s order 
given, Two shafts should make our number even. 1834 T. 
M edwin Angler in Wales I. 85 It is wax and caoutchouck 
even quantities, melted together. 

b. Of even date : of the same date. (Common 
in U.S. ; in England chiefly in legal language.) 

1682 Indenture 10 Mar., Reciting an Indenture of even 
date therewith. 3885 Weekly Notes 242/1 By deed of even 
date he covenanted to pay all calls in respect of the shares, 
e. absol. (See quot.) 

1589 Puttenham Eng. Poesie m. xix. (Arb.) 222 Ye haue 
another figure [marg. Parison] which we may call the figure 
of euen, because it goeth by clauses of egall quantitie. 

15. Of numbers : Divisible integrally into two 
equal parts ; opposed to odd. Of a dance ; Per- 
formed by an equal number of persons. 

1557 Recorde Wketst. A iij, Euen nombers are those, 
whiche maie be diuided into equalle halfes. 1577 Googe 
Heresbach’s Husb. m. (1586) 138 b, He wouide your number 
should rather be odde then even. 1586 W. Webbe Eng. 
Poetrie (Arb.) 84 Then the daunce wyll be eune. 1603 
Shaks. Metis, for M. in. i. 41 Death we feare That makes 
these oddes, all euen. 1650 Jer. Taylor Holy Living (J.), 
Let him tell me whether the number of the stars be even 
or odd. 1674 Playford Skill Mus. n. 203 An even number 
of Quavers or Semiquavers, as 2, 4, 6, or 8. 1759 Johnson 

Rasselas xlvii, The same number cannot be even and odd. 
1801 Strutt Sports <$• Past. .1876) 414 The army that pre- 
sents a front of even numbers is called even hoste. a 1839 
Praed Poems (1864) II. 17 1 Death looks down with nods 
and smiles. And makes the odds all even. 1875 Jowett 
Plato (ed. 2) I. 407 Three is an odd number and four is an 
even number. 

b. Of objects in a series: Having a place 
marked by an even number. Even page : the left- 
hand page of a printed book, 

1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. iv. v. 193 The laterall 
division of man by even and odde, ascribing the odde unto 
the right side, and even unto the left. 1684 Earl Roscom. 
Ess. Verse (1709) 229 Accents regularly plac’d On even 
Syllables. 1824 L. Murray Eng. Gram. (ed. 5) I. 374 The 
accents are to be placed on even syllables. 

e. f Even and odd: all included, without ex- 
ception. f For even or odd : for good and all. 
t For odd nor for even : on no account whatever. 
Evenly even , oddly even (see quots.). 

c 1440 Bocius in Laud MS. 559. 10 b, He shulde. . foryeven 
hym even and odde That he hadde doone. c 1450 Castle Hd. 
Life St. Cuthb. (Surtees) 4957 All’ 3one oste, bathe euen and 
o«f. c 1460 Tovmeley Myst. 270, I have sene the lamb of 
God . . And to wchid hym For even or od. c 1485 E. Eng. Misc. 
(Warton Club) 42 Loke thou lete, for code ne for ewyne. 
1557 Recorde Wketst. A iij b, Euen nombers euenly, are 
such nombers as maie bee parted continually into euen 
halfes, till you come to an vnitie. As for example, 32. 1676 
tr. Agrippa’s Van. Arts xii, Arithmetic treats of Numbers 
. .which is evenly odde, and which odly even. 1796 Hutton 
Math. Diet. I. 450/1 Evenly Even Number, is that which 
an even number measures by an even number ; as 16, which 
the number 8 measures by the even number 2. 

fd. Even and for) odd : a game of chance; 
= Odd or even (see Odd). Hence To go even or 
odd. Obs. 

2580 Hollyband Treas. Fr. Tong, Per ou nom per., a 
play called euen or odde. 2598 F lorio, Pari dispari, euen 
and odde, a kinde of play so called. 2682 W. Robertson 
Phrased. Gen. (1693) 551 To play at even or odd. 2710 
Brit. Apollo 1 III. No. 5. 2/2 A — Challenges B, to go even 
or odd with him for a . . Sum of Money. 1739 Cibber Apol. 
(1756) I. 16 Socrates cou’d take pleasure . . in playing at 
Even or odd with his children. 

16. Of sums of money, numbers, etc. ; f Round’, 
expressible in integers, or in tens, scores, etc. ; 
containing no fractions or * odd ’ money. 

2638 Penkethman Artach. C ij b, Beginning with an odde 
6d. and ending with even shillings. 1720 Lmd.Gaz. No. 
5877/3 That .. no Stock be allowed but in even 5/. Mod. 
Of the price of bread, etc. Down again to even money. 

17. ta. absol.m adverbial phrases: OE, on efn, on 
emn (see Anent) ; ME. an emne , an evene, equally, 
quietly. To bring til even : to reconcile. Obs. 

Beowulf 5798 Him on efn ligej> ealdor-gewinna, a 2000 


Byrhtnotk 184 (Gr.), pa on emn hyra frean feorh xesealdon. 
c 2000 ZElfric Gen. xvi. 12 He gewislice araero aefre his 
geteld on emne his gebropra. 2297 Glouc. (Rolls) 9567 
King steuene Vor lute poer & feblesse huld him af an 
euene, £■2325 Shoreham 75 3 yf bothe beth of god wylle, 
And of assent an emne. c 2330 R. Brunne Ckron. (1810) 134 
Pan wer bope pe kynges brouht alle tille euen. 

b. quasi-^. in various uses. + Of a person : 
One’s like or equal. + The even of it : the plain 
truth, ‘ the long and short of it’. Sporting. Some- 
thing expressed in integers. 

2393 Gower Conf. II. 240 Of beaute sigh he never her 
even. 1599 Shaks. Hen. V,n. i. 128 The King hath run 
bad humours on the Knight, that’s the euen of it. 1889 
Boy’s Own Paper 14 Sept. 794/2 All the amateur records 
are ‘evens.’ 

18. Combined in phrases with hand, f At (of) 
even hand: on equal terms; also, without either 
gain or loss, t To go even hand : to go ‘in 
equipace 5 with. To be even hands with : (Sc.) = 
c to be even with ’ : see 10 . 

2576 Fleming Panopl. Epist. 363 The Muses, .never flit, 
but followe thee, or rather, goe even hande with thee, and 
treade foote by foote? 1625 Bacon Ess., Envy (Arb.) 512 
Who so is out of Hope to attaine to anothers Vertue, will 
seeke to come at euen hand, by Depressing an others For- 
tune. 1650 R. Gentilis Consid. Alcibiades 33 He contents 
not himselfe to come out of trouble at even hand, by onely 
remaining comforted. 2756 W. Toldkrvy Two Orphans 
I. 38 Certainly, if a man will keep but of even hand, his 
ordinary expences ought to be but to the half of his receipts. 
1822 Hogg Perils Mem I. 325 (Jam.), I’s be even hands 
wi’ them an’ mair. 

Even ( 2 ’vri), adv. Forms: 1-2 efne, emne, 
3-5 evene, 4-7 evin, -yn(e, 4-5 eeven, (4 ewyn, 
5 evon, -tin, ewene, eyven, hevene), 4 - even. 
Also contracted 6-7 ene, 6-9 een, e’en, ev a n. 
[OE. efne , by assimilation emne , efen, = OFris. efne, 
ivin, OS. efno (Du. even), OHG. ebano (MHG. 
ebene, Ger. eben) OTeut. *etmd, f. *etno~ Even a. 
(In literary use the contracted form een (In) now 
occurs only in verse, and in colloq. use it is rare 
exc. north, dial.) 

The mod. Teut. langs. (exc. Scandinavian) have developed 
senses similar to those in branch II.] 

I. In senses closely related to the adj. (Chiefly 
admitting of degrees of comparison.) 

+ 1. Evenly, in an even manner ; regularly, 
steadily, uniformly. Obs. 

a 1000 ZElfric Ps cxviii. [cxix.] 77 (Gr.) Ic se pine efbast 
healde. a 1250 Owl ty Night. 313 Ich singe efne Mid fulie 
dreme and lude stefne. 2297 R. Glouc. (1724) 43 So euene 
hot pat lond ys, pat men durre selde Here orf in howse 
awynter brynge out of the felde. a 1310 in Wright Lyric 
P. ix. 35 Hire teht aren white ase bon of whal, Evene set 
ant atled al. c 1375 Sc. Leg. Saints Prol. 47 Demaying 
hire in althing ewine. c 1400 Destr. Troy 436 Mony proude 
rynges, Euyn set to be sight. 1458 MS. Christ’s Hasp. 
Abingdon in Turner Dom. Archit. III. 44 Now God geve 
us grace toiolowe treuthe even. 1728 T. Sheridan Persius 
1. (1739) 17 That Poet of ours makes his Verses run as even 
as a Carpenter can draw his Line. 

+ 2. In exact agreement. To go even (= Fr. 
marcher d' accord) \ to agree (with), Obs. 

c 1330 R. Brunne Ckron. (1810) 126 Henry and he euen 
acorded or pei went. <21569 Kingesmyll Comf. Afflict . 
(1585) A vij, Behold how good a thing it is . .for brethren to 
dwell even together. 2602 Shaks./ Twel. N. v. i. 246 As 
the rest goes euen. 16x1 — Cymb. 1. iv. 47, I , .rather shun’d 
to go euen with what I heard. 2645 Fuller Good Th. in 
Bad T. (1841) 39 Both are for the privileges of parliament; 
can they come closer? Both are for the liberty of the sub- 
ject ; can they meet evener ? 

1 6 . Equally, a. In equal divisions or parts, 
b. In an equal degree. Also as quasi-/? 47 ). with 
dat. : Equally with. C. On equal terms. Obs. 

a. C888 K. ZElfred Boetlu xxxix. § 13 S10 sunne and se 
mona habbap todseled butwuht him pone daeg and pa niht 
swipe emne. c 1330 R. Brunne Ckron. (1810) 51 pe barons 
portiond pe lond euen pam bituene. 2393 Gower Conf. II . 
46 Copes riche. .Departed even of white and blewe. c 1420 
Sir Antadace (Camd.i lix, Take and dele hit Euun in toe. 

b. c 2380 Wyclif Wks. (1880) 310 Wheper alle j>ese ordris 
ben euene goode. £2380 Sir Feruvib. 2946 pat ech of ous 
- . do al pat a may, To helpe vs felawe euene him-selue ; 
among our fon to day. £1449 Pecock Repr. 111. vi. 313 In 
the same euen miche pouerte . . foie we in euen likenes. 
c 1450 Castle Hd. Life St. Cuthb. (Surtees) 4066 Edylwald 
was a man expert, Euen gyuen to god with cuthbert. c 1485 
E. Eng. Misc, (Warton Club) 85 Alle in ewene warms 
water. 

e. 2470-85 Malory Arthur x. xlv, Neuer were there 
foure knyghtes euener matched. 2577 B. Googe Heres- 
bach’s Husb. hi. (1586) 128 b, Be well assured that you bye 
them [draught oxen] even matched. 

1 4. In a just or proper degree. Obs. 

c 1430 Two Ccokery-bks. 12 Let boyle tyile the Onyonys 
an be Brawn ben euyne sothyn, an nowt to moche. Ibid. 
14 Take pe sylf brothe . . Make it euen Salt. 

f5. Directly, straight; also of descent: In a 
direct line. Obs. See also Even-down. 

<2 2300 Cursor M. 3105 (Cott.) It brend, pe reke raght vp 
euen. £2340 Ibid. 3106 iFairf.) pe smelle was squete and 
stode ful eyuen. 1375 Barbour Bruce 1. 61 Ony male, [That 
were in Iyne] ewyn descendand. c 2380 Wyclif Wks. (1880) 
334 He ledip his soule eeuen to heuen by goddis lawe. 
£1435 Torr. Portugal ' 2282 Into a lond bothe riche and 

f ood, ffulle evyn he toke the way. *486 Bk. St. Albans 
Ivij b, Ayen the Water his Way eeuen iff he hent, 
fb. ‘Due’ (east, etc.) ; directly (contrary, etc.). 
£1300 St. Brandon 525 Hi wende evene south. £2400 
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Maundev. (Roxb.) xxxiii. 149 Beyond J?ir ilez . . to ga euen 
est, es na land inhabited. 1480 Caxton Citron. Eng. 
ccxxxv. 257 The wind was euen contrary vnto him. 1483 
Calk. Angl. 1x8 Evyn agayn. ? a 1550 Freiris of Berwik 
344 In the west he turnlt him, ewin about. 

II. In weakened senses as an intensive or em- 
phatic particle. (With 6-8 cf. similar uses oijzist.) 

6. Exactly, precisely, ‘just*. Now chiefly arch. 
after Bible use, and suggesting some notion of 9. 

a. of manner ; often followed by as, thus , so. 

Becnvulf 1571 Lixte se leoma efne swa of heofene hadre 

scineS rodores candel. a 1000 Crist 330 (Gr.), And efne swa 
Sec ^emette meahtum jehrodene ckene and jecorene Crist 
almihtig. 1340 Hampole Pr. Consc. 4767 J?e thred day, be 
se sal. .And stand even In. .Als it stode first. 1398 Tkevisa 
Barth. De P. R. xt. xiii. (i495> 398 Thonder smythth the 
ayre. .euyn soo that it. .sownyth. .in the manere of rollyng 
and hurlynge of whelys. c 1400 JDestr. Troy 1633 Priam by 
purpos a pales gert make. .And euyn at his etlyng Ylion was 
cald. 1526 Pilgr. Per/. ( W. de W. 1531) 2 b, Euen so man in 
the cage of this worlde. 1378 Timme Calvin on Gen. 97 Even 
as if a Man should give a sword and buckler into the hands 
of another. 1594 Shaks. Pass. Pilgr. xi, Even thus., 
the warlike god embraced me. 1611 Bible John xvii. 18 
Euen so haue I also sent them into the world. 1808 R. K. 
Porter Trav. Sk. Russ. 4* Swed. (1813) 1. i. 6 It was even 
as Saxo Grammaticus relates. x8i6 Scott Old Mart. In- 
trod., ‘Even sae — even sae.' 

b. of time : occas. quasi -prep. — at the same 
moment with. Often with now (see further under 
Now, and cf. Engw>. f Formerly also absol. =» 
‘just now ‘just then’ (cf. just and Ger. then). 

c 1203 Lay. 25939 Efne [£1275 eafne] bi ssen worden b a bat 
wif seide, Beduer heo gon hirten. 1297 R. Glouc. (1724) 
535 Euene as the ssire sat, [Sir Maci] to the toune's ende 
him drou, c 1323 Poem temp. Edw. II (Percy) Ixxv, Euen 
upon the Monday, r 1400 Destr. Troy 1980 He .. Shoke 
euyn into ship, & the shalke leuyt. 14x3 Lvdg. Pilgr. 
Smote v. xiv. (1859) 81 And euen with this word this Angel 
flewe his weye vp in to heuene. 15 . . Merck. Sort 230 in 
Had. E. P. P. I. 148 Ryght evyn abowte mydnyght. 
c 1600 Shaks. Sonn. lxxi, Let yo&r love even with my life 
decay. x6n ~ Cyntb. hi. vl 16 Euen before, I was At 
point to sinke, for Food. 1607 Hieron Wks. I. 399 The 
high priest will holde -a councell, euen the dawning. 16x2 
R. Sheldon Serm. St. Martin's 48 Our most gratious 
Soueraigne being almost euen with the breaking vp of her 
[Q. Elizabeth’s] ghost most ioyfully in this city proclaimed. 
1703 Moxon Meek. Exerc. 30 These Shanks are to be 
rivetted (as you were taught even now). 1820 Keats St. 
Agues xxxv , But even now Thy voice was at sweet tremble 
in mine ear. 

+ c. of place. Also absol. — close at hand (cf. 
Ger. n-eben). Obs. 

1340 Hampole Pr. Consc. 5x79 Even aboven b at vale 
namly, Whare alynen sal se his body. 1393 Langl../’. PL 
C. xx. 152 Ho so is hurt; in hand, euene in be myddes, He, 
etc. C1489 Caxton Sonnes of Aymon iii. 73, Of the other 
side it [the castell] had evyn at hande a grete wood. 1378 
Whetstone Promos <$• Cass. 11. ii. 2 Ap. Where dwels Lady 
Lamia? Ros. Even by, Syr. 

■f cL of shape. Obs . 

. c 1400 Matjndev. (Roxb.) xi. 43 pare was a table of gold, 
euen sqware. c 1400 Destr. Troy 1635 A clene wall clustrit 
with towres, Euyn round as a ryng richely wroght. 

7 . Quite, fully. Formerly often before numerals; 
now only arch, in Even to ( — L. usque ad), in 
which use it suggests some notion of sense 9. 

£•897 K. TElfred Gregory's Past. xli. 300 Crist .. hiene 
selfne geeaSmedde emne oS Sone dea5. a 1000 Caedmon’s 
Gen. 1158 (Gr.) Cainan wintra haefde efne hund-seofontig 
aer him sunu woce. C1205 Lay. 13924 He heom wes leof 
asfne al swa heore lif. £1323 Chron. Eng. 938 in Ritson 
Metr. Rom. II. 309 He reignede her Evene five ant thritti 
yer. _ 1546 Wyclif' s Wycket 1, In greate sufferance ofper- 
secution euen to the death. x6it Bible Ex. xxvii. 5 That 
the net may bee euen to the midst of the Altar. 1646 F. 
Hawkins Youths Behav. (1663) 4 Nor is it beseeming to 
stoop so low as even to crowching. 1633 H. Cogan tr. 
Pinto's Trav. xlvi. 180 Carried at the mercy of the Sea even 
until Sun-set. 1667 Milton P. L. hi. 586 His magnetic 
beam. .Shoots invisible vertue even to the deep. 

8. Prefixed to a subject, object, or predicate, or 
to the expression of a qualifying circumstance, to 
emphasize its identity. Obs . exc. arch. Also in 
16- 1 7th c. (hence still arch, after Bible use) serv- 
ing to introduce an epexegesis ; = ‘ namely’, ‘that 
is to say’. 

a xooo Guthtac 946 Domes hleotan, Efne \/aZs ilcan, be ussa 
yldran fyrn Frecne onfengon. a 1000 Met. Booth, viii. 46 
Efne sio gitsung. c 1489 Caxton Sonnes of Aymon xii. 306, 

1 shall smyte of your hede, evyn anone. 1333 Coverdalk 

2 Chron. vii. 22 Euen because they haue forsaken the Lorde 
God of their fathers. 1391 Shaks. Two Cent. rr. i. 49 Speed. 
She that you gaze on so. . , Val. Even she I meane. 1596 — 
Merck. V. v. 1. 242, 1 sweare to thee, euen by thine owne faire 
eyes, ■ x6xo *— Temp. m. i. 14 These sweet thoughts, doeeuen 
refresh my labours. 1594 Hooker Eccl. Pol. Pref. iii. § 9 
They imagined they even beheld as it were with their eyes. 
16x1 Bible Zeck. xi. 10, I took my staff, euen Beauty, and 
cut it asunder. Ibid. John viii. 25 Euen the same that I said 
vnto you from the beginning. 1820 Keats 6Y. Agnes xvii, I 
will, even in a moment’s space, Awake, .my foemen's ears. 

b. (Chiefly in colloq. form een.) Prefixed to 
verbs, with vague force expressible by ‘just’, 
‘ nothing else but ’ ; in early use sometimes with 
notion of ‘to be sure’’, ‘forsooth’ (L. scilicet ). 
Now arch, and dial. 

axtgj Udall Royster D. m. iv. (Arb.) 52 If she despise 
you een despise ye hir againe. 1653 Walton A ngler 125 
Come, rrow bait your hook again, .and we wil ev’n retire to 
the Sycamore tree. 1635 Fuller Ck. Hist. , in iii. § STbe 
beastly Monk . . had 'e'ne, learned. as far as Virgil’s JjEneids, 


whence he fetched the Platform of this pretty Conceit. 
x686 P. Henry Diaries t? Lett. (1882) 353, I can buy 
them here for 2 s. rod., which is e’en cheap enough. 1719 
De Foe Crusoe (1840) I. x. 172, I e'en let him out. 1741 
Richardson Pamela I. 178 E’en send to him to come down. 
X802 Bentham Let. Wks. 1843 X. 384 As to the intrigue 
about the Institute, since it is begun, e’en let it take its 
course. 1821 Mrs. Wheeler IVestmorL Dial. 26 Ise ean 
gang with yee. 

9 . Intimating that the sentence expresses an ex- 
treme case of a more general proposition implied 
( — Fr. mime). Prefixed (in later use often paren- 
thetically postfixed) to the particular word, phrase, 
or clause, on which the extreme character of the 
statement or supposition depends. 

This use, now the prevailing one in Eng., is foreign to the 
other Tent, langs. It is rare in purely dialectal speech, and 
(though a natural development of 8) seems not to have 
arisen before the 16th c. Cotgrave 1611 does not give men 
among the equivalents of Fr. mesme. The phrase not even 
(=L . ne . . quidem) is rare in early use ; Cooper Lat. Diet . 
1572 renders ne in publicis quidem by * no, not in common 
affaires ' (though for ne nunc quidem he has ‘ no, not euen 
now ’ : see 6 b) ; Walker Diet. Particles 1673 renders ne . . 
quidem only by * no, not so much as * ; the earliest Lat. Diet, 
that gives * no, not even ' is app. Ainsworth 1 736. 

a. Attached to the snbj., agent, or object. 

1607 Shaks. Tim on 1. i. 82 Make sacred euen his styrrop. 
1641 J. Jackson True Evang. T. hi. 209 In Warre, even 
the Conqueror is commonly a loser. 1697 Dryden Virg. 
Georg, in. 418 Ev’n the fearful Stag dares for his Hind en- 
gage. 1747 Wesley Prim. Physic (1762) 117 This quickly 
heals even cut veins and Sinews. x8oa Mar. Edgeworth 
Moral T. (1816) I. x. 82 Even this stupid gardener ..is as 
useful to society as lam. X821 K eats Lamia 34 J ealousies Of 
the Wood-gods, and even the very trees. 1854 Doran Habits 
4’ Men 176 He was in debt to no man, not even to his tailor. 
1863 Fr. A- Kemble Resid. in Georgia 11 The tone of in- 
solent superiority assumed by even the gutter urchins. 
1884 W. C. Smith Kildrostan 88 A harp, even, blunts the 
finger-tips, 

b. Attached to a word or clause expressing 
time, manner, place, or any attendant circumstance. 

1577 B. Googe Heresbnch's Husb. 1. (1586^ 36 The leafe.. 
turneth with the Sunne, whereby it sheweth £0 the Jhus- 
bande, even in cloudie weather, what time of the day it is. 
x6xx E. Grimstone tr. De Serres’ Hist. / ranee 257 Fortune 
is a secret operation of the wisdome of God, alwaies 
iust, euen when it is most vnknown to vs. 1736 Butler 
Anal. 1. i, A method of providential conduct, the like of 
which has been exercised evetp with regard to ourselves. 
1782 Gibbon Decl. ty F. I. xiii. (1828) 491 Even on that 
memorable occasion his stay did not exceed two months. 
1818 Hallam Middle Ages ix. 11869)636 Even in Italy., 
the domestic architecture of the middle ages did not attain 
any great perfection. x88i Bible (Revised) Mark xiv. 59 
And not even so [x6ix But neither so] did their witness 
agree together. 

c. Attached to a hypothetical clause. 

1697 Dryden Virg. Georg, m. 594 Ev’n though a snowy 
Ram thou shalt behold, Prefer him not in haste, for Hus- 
band to thy Fold. 1791 Sheridan Pizarro hi. iii. Even 
though that moment lost your Elvira for ever. 1824 Scott 
St. Ronans xxviii, For such evil bruits Mr. Touch wood cared 
not, even if he happened to hear of them. 1848 Macaulay 
Hist. Eng. I. 175 Even If the king had been desirous to 
fulfil the promises which he had made to the Presbyterians. 
1865 Lubbock Preh. Times 323 Even if the embankment 
had remained intact to this day. 1873 F. Hall Mod. 
English 36 Even suppose that these solecisms were col- 
lected. Mod. Even were there no other evidence, we 
should still be justified in assuming, etc. 

d. Attached to the predicate (or any of its ad- 
juncts), to emphasize the full extent of the state- 
ment (whether affirmative or negative). 

1728 R. Morris Ess. Am. A rchit. 17 Such as these never 
arise even to the universal Knowledge of Order. 1779 
Hervf.y Nav. Hist. II. 335 These [conditions] the parlia- 
ment disliked and even signified a disinclination to ratify. 
1841 Dickens Old C. Shop xiii, He maintained a strict 
reserve, and even shunned her presence. 1848 Macaulay 
Hist. Eng . II. nr Nor had they ever . . found England an 
agreeable, or even a safe, residence. 

e. Emphasizing a comparative ; ‘ still * yet \ 

173 . Butler Serm. xi, It will even more strongly be 

taken for granted that, etc. 1766 Goldsm. Vic. W. 1, The 
vanity and the satisfaction of my wife were even greater 
than mine. 1834 Mrs. Jameson Bk. of Th. (1877) 29 This 
advice is even more applicable to the painter. 

Even- (in early combs, repr. OTeut. stem 
*etmo~, sometimes with adjectival, sometimes with 
adverbial force ; in later use, combining directly 
as adj. or adv.). The forms are identical with 
those of the adj., but in ME. the -n was often 
omitted. 

1 . In various senses of the adj. Chiefly in para- 
synthetic derivatives, as t even-carriaged, - edged } 
-handed, - tempered -toed, f -wayed ; also in even- 
wise adv., in like manner. 

1670 Brooks Wks. (1867) VI. 342 Upright hearts In their 
constant course are *even-carriaged hearts. 1672 Grew 
Anat. Plants, Idea Philos. Hist. §6 Leaves, which are Long 
or Round, *Even -edg’d or Escallop’d. a 182$ Forby Vac. 
E. Anglia s. v., An *even -flavoured day of rain. 1605 Shaks, 
Macb. l vii to This *euen-handed lustice Commends th' 
Ingredience of our poyson’d Challice To our owne lips. 1879 
Froude Caesar xv\ii. 305 Pompey’s justice was even-handed. 
1849 J. F. Johnston Exper. Agriculture 120 To the 
. . *even-numbered portions, nothing was applied. 1873 
Farrar Seekers ill 1. 267 Controlled, modest, faithful,- and 
*eyen-tempered. 1854 Owrn in Circ. Sc. (c 1865I- II., 79^2 
This . . family of * artiodactyle * or *eveu-toed beasts. 1670 
Narborough in Acc. Sm.Eaie Vcy. (xjii) 64 These People 


. . are smooth and even toothed: and close set and very 
white. 1645 Quarles Sol. Recant, v. 84 This Unleveils 
Thy *even-way’d Peace, with indigested evills. 1865 Swin- 
burne Poems He Bal . , Two Dreams 78 Love.. Tuned even- 
wise with colours musical. 

1 2. Prefixed to sbs. with the sense ‘ fellow- *, L. 
co-, as in even-disciple, -servant, -worker ; even- 
knight, transl. of L. com mi li to fellow- sold xer ; 
even-next, ‘ neighbour ’(in Biblical sense) ; even- 
sucker, a foster-brother ; Even-Chiiistian. On 
the analogy of these, even- renders L. co- in even- 
buying, transl. of L. coemptio purchase. Obs. 

This formation was common in OE. ; examples of later 
origin chiefly occur in Wyclif. 

1382 Wyclif 2 Macc. viii. ix *Euyn byinge [1388 euen- 
biyng] of boonde men of Jewis. — - jloku xi. x6 Thomas. . 
seide to *euen disciplis, And go we. — Phil. ii. 25 Epaph- 
rodite, my brothir and *euene worchere, and myn *euene 
knyst. c 1175 Lamb. Horn. 13 UwiKc) mon seal his *euenexta 
beodan alswa he walde f?et me him bude. 1382 Wyclif 
Rev. xix. 10, I am thin *euen seruaunt, and of thi britheren. 
[1388 Y am a seruaunt with thee]. — 2 Macc. ix. 20 Philip, 
his '“euen souker [1388 euene soukere] transferride the body. 

3. In senses of the adv. f a. ‘ Equally \ ‘ simi- 
larly as in even-clad ppl. adj., even-high, -mighty, 
-rich, - right , -worth, -worthy, adjs. ; also even- 
eehe a., co-eternal ; Evenmete, Evenold. b.= 
‘Evenly’, as in even-pleached, -set, -spun. + c. 
With quasi-prepositional sense, in even- deed adv., 
according to fact, indeed, d. Straight, directly; 
see Even-down, -fop.th. 

1622 T. Scott Belg. Pismire 81 The only glory is to be 
gay, and the greatest shame to be under-clad or *euen-clad 
to our callings. 1535 Inst. Gentleman (1568) I vij, He 
whyche is the rycher man doth seeme to dooe wronge vnto 
the other, although *euen deede he haue the wronge doone 
vnto hym. a xooo Crist 465 (Gr.) Mx Son up stige ancenned 
sunn, ^Efenece beam a^num feder. c 1000 Alfric Horn. 
(1846) II. 598 jElmihtira God, ]>u Se }>urh Sinum euenecum. 
Wisdome man nan gesceope. c 1200 Ormin 18582, He naffde 
nohht ben a^3 Hiss Faderr aefenneche. a 1000 Dial. Desnl 
<$• Recluse in Kemble Sal. # Sat. (1848) 85 He dyde hine 
*efenheahne Gode. c 1200 Ormin 15720 Crist iss Godess 
Sune. .& wi)? » hiss Faderr efennheh. Ibid. 18571 *Efenn- 
mahht'13 Godd wib'p hlmm [be Faderr]. 1399 Shaks. Hen. V, 
v ii. 42 Her [France’s] Hedges *euen pleach’d. .Put forth 
disorder'd Twigs. £890 K. Alfred Baida v. x, Wseron hi 
eft *efenrice. c 1200 Ormin 11868 Te33 shulenn wurr^enn 
paer WiJ>)> enngless efennrike. 1382 Wyclif Ecclus. xlix. 
3 He is *euene ri^t [L. directus\ godly in the penaunce of 
folc. 1647 H. More Song of Soul 1. 11. lx, A lower rank on 
either side we saw Of lesser shrubs *even-set with artifice. 
1645 Quarles Sol. Recant, vi. 75 If the *even-spun Twine 
should be extended. 1388 Wyclif Job xxviiL 19 Topasie of 
Ethiope schal not be maad *euene worth to wisdom. £1380 
— Se-nn. Sel. Wks. II. 323 Suffringis of J?is tyme ben not 
*even-wor)>i to J»e glorie j?at is to come. 1482 Monk of 
Evesham (Arb.) 44 Y . . dyd not for my synnys euynworthy 
penans. 

Even (F*v’n), v. Forms: 1 efnau, 2-3 efueu, 
(3 effuen), 3-4 evene(n, -yu, (4 ernni, 6 eviu), 
6-7 ©even, 8 eaven, 4- even. [OE. efnan, also 
ge-efn{i\an , f. efen , Even a. Cf. OliG. ehanlfoi 
(Ger. ebenen), ON. iafna, Goth, ga-ibnjan. 

The OE. ffnan, aefnan , to accomplish, achieve, correspond- 
ing to ON.' efna of same meaning, is wholly unconnected.] 
I. To make even, level, or straight. 

1. trans. a. To level (ground) ; to* level, render 
plane or smooth (any surface) ; also Jig. j b. To 
bring up or restore to a level, or to a straight line. 
+ c. To even out : to dispose evenly into. cL To 
fit (one thing) to (another). 

a- £ 1200 Ormin 0207 All j? att ohht jss wrang & crumb 
Shall effnedd beon & rihhtedd. 1382 Wyclif Isa. xxviiL 25 
Whan he shal euenen therto his [the erth.es] face, he shal 
sowe the sed gith. £1400 L an f ratio's Cirurg. (MS. A.) 127 
Whanne f>ott hast removed of he boon pat schal be removed 
evene he brynkis with schavynge. c 1420 Patlad. on Hush. 
vr. 39 And even the erthe above, 1581 Sidney A pol. Poe trie 
(Arb.) 54 Law, whose end is, to euen and right all things. 
1662 Merrett tr. Neri's Art of Glass 364 Scissers cut the 
Glass, and even it. 1686 Aglionby Painting It lust. 1. 28 
Upon a dry Wall, having first Evened it. 1712 J, James 
tr. Le Blond's Gardening 1 18 The line and Rake for eaven- 
Ing and smoothing the Ground. 1750 tr. Leonardus' Mirr. 
Stones 145 When the face of it is evened, it reflects images 
Eke a looking-glass, i860 Pushy Min. Proph. 309 The Good 
Shepherd . .smoothed for them all rugged places, and evened 
thereby His own steps. 1864 E. Burritt Loud, to John 
O' Groat's 318 The tailor’s shears, the reason's trowel, and the 
carpenter’s edge, tools are evening everything in Christen- 
dom to one dead level of uniformity. 

: b- 1382 : Wyclif i Kings xi. 27 Salomon ■ beeldide ■ Mello, 
and euenede the swelw^ of the citee of Dauid. c 1440 Promp. 
Pam/, 143 ; Evenyn, or ".make' evyn. ; 1688 Capt. J. S. Art 
erf War 6 Even your Ranks, straiten'", your Files. ' a 1705 : 
Evelyn (J.\ Beat, roll, and mow carpet- walks, .for now the 
;■ ground' is supple, and it will even all inequalities. , " 1849 Si- 
donia Sore. II. 290 The Prussian government.. desired the 
foundation to be* evened, for it, had sank in various places. * 

C. 1674 N. Fairfax" Bulkgjr Selv. 2 Those things that 
right reason - . had evened out into ranks and kindreds by 
themselves, have been unhappily hudled and broken. 

d. 1330 Palsgr. 540/2 Even this Iynyng to my gowne. 
1639 Hammond On Ps. xviii. 33 Annot. 102 Evening or 
fitting [lit. tr. Heb. mtDD meshaweh\ my feet he makes 
them nimble. 

1 2. To level to, with (the ground, etc.). In 
OE. example: To throw (a person) down. Obs. 

a xooo Riddles xxviii. (Gr.), Ic .. efne to eoriSan hwihtm 
ealdne ceorl. 1382 Wyclif Jer, x. 12 Confoundid is Joure 
moder ful mydie, and euened to ponder. 2559 Sackvillr 
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Mirr. Mag. Induct, lxii, Walls and towers flat evened with 
the soyle. 1591 Raleigh Last Fight Rev . (Arb.i ax Her 
vpper worke [was] rased, and . . euened shee was with the 
water. 1632 Hey wood and Rt. Iron Age hi. Wks. 1874 III. 
393 Sees. .The stately walls he reard, leuel’d and euen ’d. 

f b. To bring down to a specified level. Obs. 
exc. dial. 

1636 Rutherford Lett. No. 70 (1862) I. 183 He w ;i not 
even you to a gift of dirt and clay, 1650 H. Brooke Con- 
serv. Health H v, Evened my words to the meanest capa- 
city. 2742 Richardson Pamela I. 84 You do well, Sir, said 
I, to even your Wit to such a poor Maiden as me. 1S80 
Antrim $ Down Gloss, s.v., I wouldn’t even my wit to you. 
f 3 . To make (a balance) even. Obs . 
ax 6 xS Raleigh Prerog. Part. Ep. A iij b, The point of 
honour well weighed hath nothing in it to euen the ballance. 
1638 Chillingw. Relig. Prot. iii. § 86 Even the ballance, 
and hold it even, a 1718 Penn in Pa. Hist. Sec. Mem, 1 . 423 
Prudence and proportion will more than even the scale. 

1 4. To make (accounts, etc.) even; to balance, 
settle, square ; to come to agreement upon (points 
of difference). Obs. 

1536 Bellenden Cron. Scot. (1821) II. 65 Foure prudent 
men wer chosin, on ilk side, toevinall debatis betwix thame. 
1619 Sir R. Boyle in Lismore Papers (1886) I. 213 By my 
payment Mr. Dalton and I have evened all accompts. 1664 
Pepys Diary (x&jg)lll.xx He hath now evened his reckon- 
ings at the Wardrobe till Michaelmas last. 1719 W. Wood 
Snrv. Trade 90 The goods we send to that Country are by 
no means sufficient to even the account between us. 1745 
De Poe's Eng. Tradesman (1841^ II. xlii. 241 He has evened 
all his differences. 1856 Mrs. Browning Aur. Leigh vm. 
(1882) 349 To sorrow for mankind And even their odds. 

absol. 3667 Pepys Diary 13 Oct., Evened with W. Hewer 
for my expenses upon the road. 

to. To even up : to compensate exactly. 

1865 Bushnell Vicar. Sacr . Introd. 16 They take . . what 
he [Anselm] says of justice as if He [Christ] were engaged 
to even up the score of penalty. 

+ e. To make (a person) * even * or quits with 
another. Obs. 

1604 Shaks, Oth. ir. i. 308 Nothing .. shall content my 
Soule Till I am eeuen’d with him. 

t d, To bring into accord, reconcile. Obs. 

3620 Horse Subseciuse 142 To euen and compound them 
[factions) in mutuall amity and agreement. 

5. fa. To make equal. Obs. rare. 

a 1225 Ancr. R. 182 Sicknesse pet God sent . .efneS b ene 
holemode to martir. 1553 Grimalde Cicero's Offices 2 a, 
That diligently you read not onely my Orations, but these 
Bookes also of Philosophy, which now well nigh to those 
have euened themselues in quantitie. 

to. To treat or represent as equal ; to put on the 
same level ; refi. to pretend to equality. Const, to, 
with (in ME. $im). Also absol. rare in mod. use 
exc. Sc. 

cxzoo Ormin 1396 Enngless . . wolldenn effnennhemm ^sen 
Godd. Ibid. 15979 Forj?att te33 Hali} Cast ess mahht Effnenn 
wi]> herj>lic ahhte. 1340 Ayenb. 1 6 Lij there . . wolde by above 
he ohre angeles, and him wolde emm to God. 1382 Wyclif 
Isa, xlvi. 5 To whom licneden }ee me, and eueneden and 
copparisounden me. <21605 Montgomerie Sonn. lxii, I 
think it scorne . . To euin an ape with aufull Alexander. 1825 
Scott Guy M. xi, They never thought, .of evening them- 
selves to the Ellapgowans, 1824. — Redgauntlet let. xii, 
‘ Me and Miss Lilias even’d thegither ! Na, na, lad — od, 
she is. .four or five years younger.’ 1830 Galt Laurie T. vi. 
i. (1849) 2 54 The idea of me evening myself in sincerity to 
their mother. 2881 Sat, Rev. No. 1323. 301 We disclaim the 
slightest idea of evening the two poets, which would be 
simply absurd. 1887 Saintsbury Eliz. Lit. 201 A touch of 
pathos, again to be evened only to Shakespere’s. 

c. Sc. 4 To talk of one person as a match for 
another in marriage’ (Jam.). 

1823 Lockhart Reg. Dalton III. 119 (Jam.], * Would ony 
Christian even yon bit object to a bonny, sonsy, weel-faurd 
young woman like Miss Catline ? ' 

d. dial. To treat as appropriate to (a person’s 
character) ; chiefly in had sense, to impute to. 

*845 Mrs. S. C, Hall Whiteboy 1 . iv. 58 It’s long since I 
heard such a thing as that [having a nice cottage and some 
fields] evened to a poor man. 1853 Reade Chr. Johnstone 
261 ‘ How daur ye even to me, that I’m seeking a lad?’ 
1880 Antrim Down Gloss, s. v., Would you even the like 
of that to me. 1884 Illust. Land, News 2 Feb. 114/3 I’d 
have knocked any one down that had evened Such a thing 
to you in my hearing. 

6 . To liken, compare. Obs. exc. dial. 

C950 Lind is f. Gosp, Matt. vii. 24 3 e efned bib- cizoo 
Trin. Coll. Horn. 161 J)is woreldes biwest is efned to 
wastene. axzz$Ancr.R. 132 Auh b e treovve ancren we 
efne 5 to briddes.^ c 1290 Lives Saints (1887) 62 For ore 
louerd euenede him-sulf to a lomb. i860 Reade Cloister 
% H. IV. 258 Would ye even a beast to a man ? 1863 C. J. 
Atkinson P ravine. Danby, Even , to compare, to liken. 

II* To be or become even, 
f 7. intr. a. To be equal or comparable. Const 
to, with. Obs. 

cizy> Hali Meid. 19 Hare weden ne mahen euenen to 
hare. <21240 Sawles Warde in Colt. Ham. 251 Helle is., 
ful of brune uneuenlich, for ne mei nan eorSlich fur euenin 
her towart. c 1325 E. E. A Hit. P. A. 1072 What schulde 
pe mone her com pas clym . . to euen wyth hat worjfiy lyjt. 

t b. To tally, agree with ; also, to be in line 
with. Obs . 

1602 Carew Cornwall (J.), A redoubled numbering never 
eveneth with the first. 1663 Pepys Diary 22 June, To 
Westminster, where all along I find the shops evening with, 
the sides of the houses. 

8. trans. To come up to, equal, rare. 

*583 Stanyhurst AEneis n. (Arb.i 58 A toure .. that in 
altitud euened Thee stars. 1607 Topsell Serpents (1653) 
647 In bignesse he [the Drone J eveneth, yea, surpassetn 
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the King himself. _ 1639 Fuller Holy Warxyz The English 
Earl. . conceived himself to even him in valour and martiall 
knowledge. 2886 Burton Arab. Nts. (Abr. ed.) I. 177 A 
daughter who eveneth thee in beauty. 

f b. To act up to, keep pace with. Obs rare— 1 . 

1611 Shaks. Cymb. in. iv. 184 Wee’l euen All that good 
time will giue vs. 

Hence E-vened ppl. a. 

1847 Bushnell Chr. Hurt. n. iii. (1861) 275 In the molds 
of a perfectly evened judgement. 

T E*ven-Ctoi*stian. Obs. Forms : (see Even 
a. and Christian), [f. Even- + Christian ; cf. 
OFris. ivinkerstena, OHG. ebanchristani (MHG. 
ebenkristen ).] A fellow-Christian. 

texxoo Laws Ediv. Con f § 36 Fratrem suum .. quod 
Angli dicunt his emcristen. c 1175 Lamb. Horn. 65 Luue 
bine euecristene. Ibid. 149 Reupe for his emcristenes 
wawe. c 1340 Hampole Prose Tr. 21 Envy and ire ayene 
thyne even cristene. c 2386 Chaucer Pars. T. 1 521 Wor- 
schip of God, and helping of thin even cristen. 1450-1530 
Myrr. our Ladye 99 Some longe to god, somme to oure selfe 
and some to our euen crysten. 2544 Exhort, in Priv. 
Prayers (2851) 568 Brotherly love . . toward all qur even 
Christen. 1552 Latimer Ser?n. Lords Prayer vii. 51 To 
hate his euen Christian or to do other manner of sinnes. 
2602 Shaks. Ham. v. i. 32 The more pitty that great folke 
should haue countenance . . to drowne or hang themselues, 
more then their euen Christian. 

E’Vendown, adv. and a. norih. (Often hy- 
phened, or as two words.) Also 4 evenden. [f. 
Even adv. (sense 5 ) + Down adv.] 

A. adv. 

1 1. Straight down. Obs. 

c 1340 Gaw. <$• Gr. Kn. 1345 So ryde hay of by resoun 
bi he rygge bonez, euenden to pe haunche. c 1400 Destr. 
Troy 23285 Thai, .derkon euon down on a depe slomur. 

2. dial, = 4 Downright 3 ; quite, thoroughly. 

1869 Lonsdale Gloss. s.v., ‘ Fie threaped ma ewen-down * 
— He flatly contradicted me. 2876 Whitby Gloss, s.v., That’s 
even-down just. 2877 Holdcrness Gloss . s v., lie’s even- 
doon fond, is that lad. 

B. adj. {dial.) 

1. Coming straight down : said of rain. 

1802 Had st Rig Ixxxiii. (Jam.\ Now it turns an eident 
blast, An even-doun pour. i8z2 Galt Steam Boat 258 An 
even-doun thunder-plump came on, that , .drookit the Doctor 
to the skin. 1880 Antrim and Down Gloss, s.v., There was 
an even down pour. 

2. a. Of persons, in a good sense: Upright, 
straightforward ; in a bad sense : Downright, out 
and out. to. Of statements, etc.: Downright, 
direct. Of things : Downright, sheer ; absolute. 

1786 Burns Twa Dogs 206 But Gentlemen, an’ Ladies 
warst, Wi’ ev’n doun want o’ wark are curst. 1789 Sillar 
Poems 186 It was a fiction, An ev’n doun perfect contradic- 
tion. 2818 Scott Rob Roy vi, To tell your honour the even 
down truth. 1823 Petticoat Tales I. 288 (Jam.) I may hae 
said that Andrew liked a drap drink, but that’s no just an 
even doun drinker. 1826 J. Wilson Nod. Ambr. Wks. 
1855 1. 63, 1 never heard such evendown nonsense, .in a’ my 
bom days. 2834 Sir H. Taylor A rtevelde \. x, (2849) 33 In 
the even-down letter you are right. 2877 N. W. Line. Gloss. 
S.v., He’s a strange punct’al man, as even down to the 
ground as can be. 

j t Evene, sb, Obs. Also 3 efne, efene. [ME. 
efne , evens, ad. ON. efni material, pi. ability, OSw. 
cefni (Sw. semna stuff, Da. evne ability).] 

1. Material; subject-matter. 

a 1300 Cursor M. 335 (Cott.) Of himself he toke his euen 
bat he of wroght bath erth and heuen. 2423 Jas. I Hingis 
Q. ctxxxii, Quhat nedis me, apoun so litill evyn. To writt 
all this? 

2. a. Nature ; form or shape, b. Natural powers. 

cxzoo Trin. Coll. Horn. 237 pe heuenliche hremnesse was 

mid him h° he fulenede ure helende. pe fader on stefne. 
pe sunne on mannes efene. pe holi gost on culures hewe. 
<21225 Ancr. R. 12 6 Ancre,. ouhte leden herd lif, ase 
dude b« lefdi Iudit, efter hire efne. a 1225 Leg. Kath. 57 
Euchan hi his euene. .wur$schipede his maumez. c 1230 
Hali Meid. 43 H a ewikede of cleane cunde, as is in engles 
euene. Ibid. 43 A charbucle is betere J?en a iacinct ipe euene 
of hare cunde. a 1240 Ureisun in Cott. Horn. 187 He mot 
scottin efne after his euene. 2325 Pol. Songs (.1839) 157 
Somenours. .Mys motinde men alle by here evene. 

t Eve'ne. v. Obs. [ad, L. even-ire to come 
out, happen, f. e- out+ venire to come.] intr. To 
come to pass, happen, result. 

1654 tr. Scudery’s Curia Pol. 106 He must necessarily 
have his particular interest, besides the publique, which can- 
not but evene and happen on many occasions. 1663 Flagel- 
lum, or O. Cromwell (1872) 89 The Scotch War now even- 
ing, the lucky minute was come. 1669 Boyle Contn. New 
Exp. 11. (1682) 57 To try whether the same success would 
evene with all unripe fruits. _ 2702 C. Mather Magn Ckr. 
n. App, (1852) 210 God sometimes may suffer such things to 
evene. 

+ Bve'nement. obs. rare. [a. F. evinement 
event, occurrence : see prec. and -ment.] An oc- 
currence ; an issue, result* 

1660 tr. Amyraldus ’ Treat, Relig. 1. i. 6 A Providence . . 
which disposes of all evenements of things agreeably to his 
will, 2677 Gale Crt, Gentiles III. iv. 524 God . . con tem- 
plates., in his own wil the efficient of al future evenements. 

Evener (rvnaj). [f. Even v. + erL] One 
who or that which makes even; esp, one who 
makes or is a party to an equal division of any- 
thing. 

a 1400 Hymn to Virgin in Wart on Hist Eng. Poetry 
(2840) II. x. 109 Heil evenere of old lawe and of newe. 
1889 Dublin Rev. Apr. 364 The 4 Cattle Eveners’ Pool ’ in 
Chicago was the result of a contract between the four 


federated railways leading thence eastward and three large 
dealers. Ibid. 3G4 The eveners agreed in return to divide 
the traffic according to the terms of the railway agreement. 

lb. In Weaving , 4 an instrument used for spread- 
ing out the yarn on the beam ’ (Jam.). 

C. An apparatus for giving an equal proportion 
of work to horses in pulling, drawing a load, etc. 

2874 Knight Did. Mech ., Evener , a double or treble tree 
to even ’ or divide the work of pulling upon the respective 
horses. 

t Even forth, adv . and prep. Obs . Also 

Emforth. [f. Even adv. -1- Forth.] 

A. adv. 

1 . Straight on. [Cf. Even adv. 3.] 

c 2394 P, PI. Crede 163 J>anne y entrid in and even-forb 
went. 

2 . (Just so far. Hence) Equally (with). [Cf. 
OE. swd for'b swd as far as.] 

2377 Langl. P. PI. B. xin 143 Lere he to louye ]>ine enemye 
..euene forth with bi-selue. 2430 [see Emforth.] 

B. prep. To the extent of ; in proportion to, 

C 1314, c 1374, 2393 [see Emforth.] 1377 Langl. P. PI. 
B. xix. 305 He dede equite to alle euene forth his powere, 
2423 Lydg. Pilgr. Sowle 1. xxx. (1859) 33 To amende and 
satysfy for his trespaas . . euen forth his power. 

t E’venhead, eveuhood. Forms: 4-5 
evenhede, 5 evenEode, evynEede, -Eoode. 
[OE. *efenhad ( cf. efenhdda bisceop co-bishop), f. 
efen Even a. + had rank : see -head, -hood]. 

1. Equality; position of equality; equal dignity 
or rank. 

a 1340 Hampole Psalter xviii. 7 He stegh in til heuen til 
he euenhede and ioy of his fadere. c 2440 Hylton Scala 
Per/. (W. de W. 2494) h. xxviii, He shal areyse hem aboue 
al other chosen soules to the euenhede of cherubyn & sera- 
phyn. 1483 Catk. Angl. 118 An Evyn-hede, equalitas, 
to. concr. One who is of equal rank ; also some- 
thing equivalent. 

c 2330 R. Brunne Chron. (1810) 253 Sir Edward . . suiik 
on wild he take His euenhed in manage, C1380 Wyclif 
Semi. Sel Wks. II. 361 pes firee vertues . . hen evenhed to 
Goddis witt. 1570 Levins Manip. 206 Euenheads, co- 
se qu ales. 

2 . a. Impartiality, fairness, equity, to. Equili- 
brium, well-balanced state (of mind). 

c 2330 R. Brunne Chron. (1810) 37 Bobe riche Sc pouere 
he^emed in euenhede. a 1340 Hampole Psalter he. 8 He 
sail deme he world of he erth in euenhed. a 2400 Relig. 
Pieces fr. Thornton MS. xx pat kepes vs fra owterage and 
haldes vs in evenhede [printed everhede]. c 2400 Test, Love 
m. (1560) 293/2 By evenhede profitably to rayne. 1496 
Dives $ Paup. (W. de W.) n. xviii. 130/2 Equyte. .ne euen- 
hode in shyftynge and in demynge myght not entre. 

+ Eve*ni ency . Obs. rare —K [f. L. evenient- 
cm, pr. pple. ot evenire to happen : see -ency.] 
Coming to pass. 

2656 Jeanes Fuln. Christ 341 The effects of Christs obe- 
dience transcend those of Adams disobedience, in regard of 
certainty of eveniency. 

Evening* (rvnig), sb.l. Forms: 1 &fnung, 3 
eveningue, 4 6 evenyng(e, (7 Sc. e’ening), 3- 
evening. [OE. sefnung, verbal sb. f. sefnian 1 to 
grow towards evening’, f. a fen Even sb. 

The vb. occurs in K. Alfred tr. Greg. Dial. (Hatton 
MS.) I. x, pa ha se daeg asfnode. Also in tr. Bsedade Temp., 
Sax. Leechdoms III. 260.] 

A* I. The coming on of * even the process or fact 
of growing dusk ; the time at which this takes 
place, the time about sunset, Obs. ; merged in 2. 

c 1000 ^Elfric Gen, viii. 21 Heo com $a on asfnunge eft to 
Noe. c 1205 Lay. 30419 Riht to b an euening pa fleh Cad- 
walan pe king, c 1290 Lives Saints (1887,1 40 In pe euen- 
ingue rijht Seint Ieme cam to him ride. 2382 Wyclif 
Matt, xxvii. 57 Whanne the euenyng was maad, there came 
a riche man fro Armathia. c 1440 Bone Flor. 1458 To hyt 
drewe to the evenynge. 

2 . As a synonym of even, which it has now 
superseded in ordinary use : The close of the day ; 
usually, the time from about sunset till bedtime. 

c 1440 Pronip. Paiv. 144 Evenynge, pe laste parte of pe 
day. 2553 Duke Northumbld. in Four C. Ettg. Lett. 22 Wo* 
full was the newes I recey ved this evenynge. 2623 Shaks. 
Hen. VIII, in. ii. 226 , 1 shall fall Like a bright exhalation 
in the Euening. 2741 Watts Improv. Mind 1 i. § 9 The 
Pythagoreans, .every evening thrice run over the actions 
and affairs of the day. 2767-95 Macneill Will Jean n, 
The tears that now ilk e’ening Bleach’d her lately crimson’d 
cheek. 2860 Tyndall Glac. \. xviii, 122 On the evening of 
the same day- *872 Morley Voltaire (1886) in People met 
. .at the supper at nine in the evening. 

to. transf. and fig. The closing or declining 
period of a persons life, or of anything compared 
to a 4 day \ 

1614 Raleigh Hist. World (J.\ The long day of mankind 
drawing towards an evening. 1647 Clarendon Hist. Reb. 
vi. (1843) 350/1 He was a person of great courage, honour, 
and fidelity, and not well known till his evening. 1725 
Pope Odyss. rv. 116 The sad evening of a stormy life. 181a 
Shelley Addr. Irish People 8 The king of Great Britain 
has arrived at the evening of his days. 2865 Pusey Truth 
Eng. Ch. 3 To . . consecrate the evening of my life to the 
unfolding of some of the deep truths of God’s Holy Wo;d. 
8 . An evening spent in a particular way; esp . 
an evening devoted to the reception and entertain- 
ment of friends. Cf. soiree. 

2870 Mrs. Riddell Austin Friars iv, Two or there 
friends were dropping in to supper ; and occasional 4 even- 
ings out 1877 M. M. Grant Sun-Maid xvii, He enjoyed 
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those * little evenings', as his aunt termed them. 2881 H. 
Tames Portr. Lady xxxv, Mrs. Osmond having an ‘even- 
ing ' — she had taken the Thursday of each week. 1883 J. 
Hatton in Harper's Mag. Nov. 844/2 Smoking parties and 
weekly ‘ evenings \ 

f 4. dial. (See quot. ; possibly this belongs to 
next word.) Obs. 

1695 Kennett Par. Antiq. Gloss., Evenings , the delivery 
at even or night, of a certain portion of grass or com to a 
customary tenant, who performs his wonted service of mow- 
ing or reaping for hisriord, and at the end of his day's work 
receives such a quantity of the grass or corn, .as a gratuity 
or encouragement of his bounden service. 2721-2800 in 
Bailey ; hence in mod. Diets. 

5. attrib. and Comb. a. Simple attrib. or quasi- 
adj. with sense pertaining to evening, occurring 
in the evening etc. 

1535 Coverdale Zeck. xix. 7 Aboute the euenynge tyme 
it shal be light. 1392 Shaks, Two Gent. iv. ii. 27 Now 
must we . . glue some euening Musique to her eare. 2652 
Davenant Gondibert n. i. (R.), Near to his evening region 
was the sun. 2677 Gilpin Demonol. (1867) 22 Knowledge 
. .from the effects of things ; which, because it is more dark 
and obscure than that which ariseth from the causes of 
things, they [the schoolmen] termed evening knowledge. 
1697 Dryden Virg. Georg, in. 521 The cool Evening-breeze 
the Meads renews. Ibid. iv. 628 A Shepherd’s Groom 
Surveys his Ev'ning Flocks returning Home. 1704 Pope 
Pastorals , Autumn 40 The birds shall cease to tune their 
ev’ning song. Ibid. Winter 45 No grateful dews descend 
from ev’ning skies. _ 1721 Shaftesb. Charac. (1737) II. 282 
We took our evening-walk in the fields. 1712 Addison 
Psalm xix, Soon as the evening shades prevail. 1723 Pope 
Odyss. xix. 83 A day-devourer, and an evening-spy 1 1728 
— Dune. 11. 72 At early dawn to drop Her evening cates 
before his neighbour’s shop, a 1763 Shenstone Elegies 
vhi. 5, I saw ray friends in ev’ning circles meet. 2804 T. 
Jefferson Writ. (1830) IV. 19 My evening prospects now 
hang on the slender thread of a single life. 1870 Dickens 
E. Drood iv, I have been . . wasting my evening conversa- 
tion on the desert air. 1879 E. Garrett House by the 
Works II. 188 Aunt Barbara .. took her to the eveniug 
classes of the Art School. 

b. In various combinations of a more permanent 
character, chiefly simple attrib., as evening-hymn , 
t -mass, - prayer , -sacrifice, - service , etc. ; also 
evening-bird (see quot.) ; evening dress, the 
costume prescribed by fashion to be worn in the 
evening ; f evening end, app. the western end (of 
a mine work) ; evening flower, a genus of plants 
(. Hesperantha , N. O. Iridacex) so called because 
its flowers expand early in the evening ; f evening 
glade, ? some atmospherical phenomenon seen in 
the evening ; evening gun (see quotri ; evening- 
lighted ppl. a ., illuminated by the light of the 
evening; evening party, a social gathering be- 
ginning some time in the evening (cf. 3) ; even- 
ing-primrose (see quot. 1872) ; f evening-song 
«= Evensong ; evening-star, applied with definite 
article to Venus, with indef. art. also to Jupiter 
and Mercury, when seen in the west after sunset, 
also fig . ; evening-tide = Eventide. 

1884 Girls Own Paper Feb, 227/2 The gecko.. is some, 
times known as the Evening Bird ’. 2880 Mrs. Forres- 

ter Roy <$■ V. I. 11 ‘Have you no *evening-dress ' asks 
Netta. 2684 Copper Mines ii. in Phil. Trans. XVII. 741 
Which Seam or Vein did go from the *Evening-end to the 
Morning-end of the said Work. 1847 Craig, Hesper- 
antha, The *Evening-flower. x866 in Treas. Bot. 2724 
Phil Trans. XXIX. 66 In the next place he mentions the 
^Evening Glade. 2748 Anson’s Voy. 11. iii. i4sThe Master of 
the Pink was prevailed on to omit firing the ^evening gun. 
2820 Naval Ckron. XXIII. 121 The guard ship fires even- 
ing and morning guns. 2867 Smyth Sailor's Word-bk., 
Evening Gun, the warning-piece, after the firing of which 
the sentries challenge. 1833 Tennyson Margaret , From 
the ^evening-lighted wood. 2593 Shaks. Rom. # Jul. iv. i. 
38 Shall I come to you at *euening Masse ? 2872 Temple 
Bar May 229 In all places where Londoners do congregate, 
whether at dinner _ or ^evening parties. 1879 Robinson 
Coward Come. 11. vii, In true evening-party fashion. 2398 
Shaks. Merry W. n. ii . too A ciuill modest wife.. that will 
not misse you morning nor *euening prayer. 2872 Oliver 
Elem. Bot. n. 172 The expansion of the flowers in the even- 
ing only, of Common CEnothera .. hence called *Evening 
Primrose. 2882 Garden 22 July 64/3 The Evening Prim- 
rose covers the ground with large pale lemon flowers. 2335 
Coverdale 2 Esdras viii. 72 , 1 sat still full of heuines vntill 
the *euenynge sacrifice. 1794 Mrs. Radcliffe Myst. 
Udolpho ii, St. Aubert read, in a low and solemn voice, the 
^Evening Service. 2634 Canne Necess. Separ. (1849) 89 
To use it as Papists did their matins and ^evening song. 
1660 Jer. Taylor Duct. Dubit. 11. ii. § 61 Untill the 
Evening song be finished, for then the Ecclesiastical 
solemnity is over, 2740 Shenstone Rape Trap , When 
the bell rung For evening song, His dinner scarce was 
ended. 2533 Coverdale Ps. Ixiv. [Ixv.] 8 Thou makest 
both the momynge and *euenynge starres to prayse yv 
2667 Milton P. L. viii. 519 Till the amrous Bird of Night 
.. bid haste the Evening Starr On his Hill top. 2782 
Cowper Retirement 46 Ere we yet discern life's evening 
star. 2822 Woodhouse Astron. xxiii. 240 Venus : This 
brilliant star when seen in the - west setting soon after the 
sun, is known by the name of the Evening Star. 2819 
Byron yuan 1. cxxii, 'Tis sweet to see the evening star 
appear. 2886 Whitaker’s A lmanac 17 Venus is an evening 
star in the first half of the month [February]. 2532 Huloet, 
* Euenynge tyde , or euen tyde. 2622 Bible 2 Sam. xi. 2 It 
came to passe in an euening tide, that Dauid arose from off 
his bed, 2743 R. Blair Grave 716 Behold him in the even- 
ing-tide of life, a 1800 Cowper Moralize? corrected 22 To 
serious thought at evening-tide. 


Hence (nonce-wds.) E*veningless a., without 
an evening ; i-Sveningly adv., every evening. 

2823 Blackw. Mag. XVIII. 441 And eveningless that 
sunny noon of heart. 2844 J. T. Hewlett Parsons # W. \ 
xxviii, Daily, or more correctly, eveningly. 

t Evening, sbA Obs. [f. Even v. -h -tng k] 

1. The action of the vb. Even : a. the action 
of making even, level, or smooth; b. ?the action 
of comparing; hence, comparison (quot. 1230 , 
which may belong to next word). 

c 1230 Halt Meid. 7 Heouenliche luren . .passed alle oSre 
wiSuten eueninge. 2311-2 Act 3 Hen. VIII, c. 6 . § 2 Suche 
byer. .may drawe and strayn them [clothes] for evenyng of 
them oonly. 1611 Cotgr., Vntement, an euenning, equal- 
ling, planing. 2670 Narborough in Acc. Sev. Late Voy. 

I. (17x1 • 73, I saw where the Natives had been by the even- 
ing of the Grass. 

2. The condition of being even ; equality. 
c 1400 Destr. Troy 3372 ]>i maister. .neuer yet of nobley 
An euenyng to me. 

t E*vening, sb.Z and a. Obs. [a. ON. iafning-i, 
sb. f iafn Even a. But possibly this may have 
blended with an adv. f. OE. efen , Even a. + -inga, 
unga advb. suffix.] 

A. sb. An equal, one of the same rank; a 
i match * ; a neighbour (in scriptural sense). 

a 1200 Moral Ode 162 in Lamb. Horn. 169 per sculen 
euenitigges bon pe riche and the I&je. c 2200 Ormin 10702 
Tatt tu wipp bin efenninng pe metelike lede. a 1225 Leg. 
Kath. rig Heo. .undernam hit [lare] se wel paet nane ne was 
hire euening. c 2325 Chroit. Eng. 24 in Ritson Metr. Rom . 

II. 272 Geomagog hatte here Kyng, Me nuste no wer ys 
evenyng. c 2450 M yrc 1229 Hast thou enuyet thyn euenynge. 

B. adj. ? or adv. 

1. [The sb. or adv. used predicatively.] Equal ; 
on a level ; of the same rank. Const, to, with. 

c 1200 Ormin 13674 pe lape gast batt wollde ben effninng 
wipp Godd. a 2223 Ancr. R. 334 Hwuche unSeauwes beoo 
efnunge to beos. a 1300 Cursor M. 1x688 (Cott.) pe crop 
was euening to be rote. Ibid. 23392 pat ilk pan mat pe 
angels do bat boa sal euening ban be to. c 2400 Destr. Troy 
2217 Of any erdyng in erthe euenyng to vs. 

2. As adv. qualifying an adj. 

# c 1300 Cursor M. 28170 (.Cott.) Of him bat was myn euen- 
ing rike. 

t E-venkin, a. Obs. rare- 1 , [f. Even a. + 
Kin ; cf. Alkin.] Of the same kindred. 

£145° Lay Folks Mass-bk. 72 We sal make a specialle 
prayer for. . all oure euenkyn saules. 

■f E'Venleclie,^. Obs. [OE. (gejefenlxcan, f. 
efen. Even a. + - Isecan , f. -lac (see -lock) used as 
suffix forming sbs. of quality.] trans. To imitate. 

c 2000 Ps. lxxxviii. 7 (Lye), cxooo zElfrk: Horn. II. 34 
He [Stephanus] . . Cristes . . gebysnunge aerfaestlice geefen- 
laehte. £'1175 Lamb. Horn. 1x3 Softliche nis nan mon wel 
cristene butan be be criste euenlecheS. 

t E'Venlengfth. Obs. In 3 jevelengfthe. [a. 
ON. iafnlengd, f. iafn equal, Even + lengd length.] 
The time of year when the days and nights are of 
equal length ; the equinox. 

c 1250 Gen. <$• Ex. 14 7 In geuelengShe worn it [Se mones 
ligt] mad. 

t E venless, a. Obs. [f. Even a. + -less.] 
Without evenness ; unrhythmical ; awkward. 

2632 Ashmole Theat. Chem. Proleg. 22 The slow and 
evenlesse Numbers of Prose. 

t Evenle’Sten. Obs. [OE. efe f n)Uste , wk. 
fern.] Some plant. (Cockayne’s rendering ‘ ever- 
lasting * is due to mistaken etymology.) 

c 2000 Sax. Leechd . II. 78 Grundeswelge, hole cersan, 
wegbrsede, efelaste, ontre..wei on buteran eal togaedere. 
Ibid. III. 2Withheafod wraece genim hamorwyrt & efen- 
lastan nySowearde. c 1265 Voc. Names Plants in Wr.- 
Wiilcker 559 Mercurialis, i. euenlesten, i. mercurial [Even- 
lesten. The herb mercury, Halliwell]. 
d E'venlikly, adv. Obs. rare. [{.ME. evenly k. 
Evenly a. + -ly 2 .] a. Directly, in a direct line ; 
b. exactly. Cf. Evenly adv. 2 . 

C1423 Wyntoun Cron. rv. viii. 2 A thowsand a hundyr 
and fyfty And thre yhere thare-till ewynlykly. Ibid. viii. 
iii. 1x3 Bot fra the stok down ewynlykly Discendand per- 
sownys lynealy. 

+ E'venliness. Obs. Also I efnlicnesse, 
emlicnes. [OE. efnlicmsse, i. efnlic , efenlic y 
Evenly a. + -ness.] The quality of being even; 
equality, evenness ; adaptation, suitability. 

C897 K. Alfred Gregory’s Past. xvii. 122 Hie healdaS ma 
geferraedenne & efnlicnesse Sonne ealdordom. a 2000 E ad- 
wine's Cant. Psalt. cxviii. [cxix.] 144 Emlicnes gewitnesse 
pin on ecnesse. 2674 N, Fairfax Bulk $ Selv. 8 If we do but 
allow God to deal with us. .in wayes bearing an evenliness 
with our kind. 

tE'Venling’. Obs. Also i efnling, 1-2 ©fen- 
ling. [OE. efenling, f. efen. Even a. + -ling.] 
An equal, fellow-man, * neighbour 
a 2000 Eadwine’s Cant. Psalt. xliv. 8 [xlv. 7] ForeSaen 
smirede Se god god bin of ele blisse fore efnlinge bine. 
C 2275 Lamb. Horn. 57 Luuien bi cristen euenling Alswa be 
seoluen in alle ping. Ibid. 67 pin sunful efenling luue him 
for godes ping. 

t £*venlong, a. and adv. Obs. Also evelong. 
[f. Even- + Long a. 

The etymological notion is obscure; perh. the adv. origi- 
nated first, and the adj. use was developed from the sense 
‘straight along*, with the help of some confusion with 
Avelong. In OE. efelang occurs once (‘ paet cuSe hoi .. 


past he efelang aer gefylde * Riddles xlv, 7), with the sense 
* of the same length or perh. ‘ lengthwise ] 

A. adj. Oblong. 

1387 Trevisa Higden (Rolls) 1 . 405 Butter, melk and chese 
I-schape euelong and cornered wise [oblmgus et tetragonus}. 
1398 — Barth De P. R. in. xvii. (Tollem. MS.i, An euen 
longe tre meuid swyftly semep rounde. Ibid. v. ix. (1495) 
usEuenlonge browes wyth lytyll heer sygnefyeth coward- 
nesse. c 1430 Two Cookery-bks. 53 Take pe Stuffe of pe 
Porke, & putte it on euelong cofyn of fayre past. 2563 
Golding Ovid’s Met. viil(iS 93) 199 This brooke is woont. . 
evelong stones [L. obliqua saxa ] to Carrie With hideous 
roring downe his streame. 

B. adv. a. Straight along, in a line. b. In an 
oblong form. 

1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R.v. xxxvi. (2495) 148 The 
herte is euenlonge shapen as a toppe. 14.. Porkington 
MS. in Wright Diet. s.v., One the upper syde make holys 
evenelonge, as many as thou wylt. 

t JSvesily (rv’nli) , a. Obs. exc. Sc. Forms : see 
Even a. and -ly 1. [ME. evenlich, OE, efenlic , f. 
efen , Even a. + -lie, -ly 1 . Cf. ON. iafnligr, Goth. 
ilmaleiksl\ 

1. Equal ; of the same character, degree, rank, 
weight, etc. Of a date : The same (cf. Even a. 
14 b). 

a 1000 Crist 39 (Gr.) Nsenig efenlic Sam ser ne si'SSan in 
worlde gewearb wifes gearnung. c 1200 Ormin 1837 Miehaael 
bitacnepp uss . . whillc iss wipp Godd all efennlic. c 2273 in 
O. E. Misc. 90 Haly thomas of heoueriche Alle apostles 
eueliche. C1330 R. Brunne Ckron. (1810) 3x8 pe date was 
euenlik, a pousand pre hundred & tuo, Whan pe Erie of 
Karrik turned pe Scottis fro. c 2374 Chaucer Boeth. in. ix. 
88 pou by euenlyk causes enhaunsest pe soules and pe lasse 
hues, c 1423 Wyntoun Cron. vui. iii. 77 5houre modyr and 
I in ewynlyk gre Discendand fra pe stok are we. 1513 
Douglas AEneis v. viii. 2 Eneas . , Twa evinlie burdouns 
walit. .And equale armour. .On schulderis . .buklis he. 

fb. Equal to one’s needs; moderate. Obs . 
c 1200 Trin. Coll. Horn. 13 ©et foremeste [Temperancia] 
is riht medeme mel . . ©at oder [Modica potio] is emliche 
drinke. .for to beten his purstes nede. 

2. Even : a. Of persons; Fair, equitable, just, 
impartial. 

c 1425 Wyntoun Cron. v. x. 882 Sutyle off ingyne he was : 
and eloquent And ewynlyk in-till jugement. 1488 Sc. Acts 
Jas. IV (1814) 210/2 Personis . . vnsuspect to his hienes, & 
evinly to all his liegis. 1494 Act. Dom . Cone. 361 (Jam.) 
The money, .salbe layit in ane evinly manis hand, 1567 in 
G. Buchanan Detect. Q. Mary (1372) sig. X iiij a, I desyre 
the mony to be consignit into an eeuenly mans hand. 

b. Of the ground, roads, etc. ; Free from in- 
equalities, level, smooth, uniform. 

1721 Ramsay Poems, To R. Yarde, Poets show’d these 
evenly roads That lead to dwellings of the gods. 2808-23 
Jamieson s.v., We speak .. of an evinly course, both as re- 
specting progress in a journey, and the tenor of one's 
conduct. 

Evenly (rv’nli), adv. [OE. efenlice : see Even 
a. and -LY A] In an even manner or degree. 

The physical senses are of late emergence, having in early 
use been expressed by Even adv. 

1. So as to present an even or uniform surface or 
line; smoothly, without inequalities in level, form, 
texture, consistency, depth of tint, etc. 

2634-3 Brereton Trav. (1844) 49 The court . . is most 
evenly paved with bricks, a 1639 Wotton (J.) A palish 
clearness, evenly and smoothly spread.. of a pretty solid 
consistence. 2753 in Johnson. 1879 Q. Gladstone in 
Cassell’s Teckn. Educ. I. 151 The paste is spread evenly 
upon the table to an exact depth. 

f 2. In a straight line, directly. Obs. 

2596 Shaks. i Hen. IV, hi. i. 103 Here the smug and 
Siluer Trent shall runne, In .a new Channel!, faire and 
euenly. 1599 — Hen. V, n. iv. 91 You find him euenly 
deriu’d From his most fam'd, of famous Ancestors, 
b. In an even direction or position with. 

2599 Shaks. Much Ado n. ii. 7 Whatsoeuer comes athwart 
his affection, ranges euenly with mine. 1873 Bedford 
Sailor s Pocket Bk. iv. (ed. 2) 93 Looking carefully up the 
vernier, the third line above the figure 3 is seen ^ To lie evenly 
with a line on the scale. 

+ 3. Exactly ; in exact coincidence or agreement. 
CX32S Metr. Horn, 96 The stern, that thaim the gat gan 
schawe . . com euenlye Thar Crist was abowen. 2373 Barbour 
Bruce x. 228 Quhen it [the wain] wes set evinly Betuix the 
chekys of the ^et. 2393 Gower Conf. II. 279 He. .Let make 
of gold. . A precious ymage riche After his fader evenliche. 
cx 449 Pecock Repr. v. iii. 496 Euenlier and more accord- 
ingli. 25x2 Act. 4 Hen. VIII , c. 19. § 10 The hole some. . 
evenly agreable and concordaunte with the hoole some com- 
prised in the seid endenture. 

fb. At the very moment ; immediately. Obs. 
c 1350 Will. Paleme 1747 To heij vs hastily henne, rich 
hope be pe best, euenly pis euen while. Ibid. 5338 Eche 
man was esed euenli at wilie. 

4. With reference to movement or action : With- 
out fluctuations or variations ; equably, uniformly. 

*671 Milton Samson 671 Thou towards him with hand 
so various.. Temper'st thy providence through his short 
course : Not evenly, as thou rul'st The angelic orders. . 1674 
N. Fairfax Bulk fy Selv. 117 A wheel of manifold rims., 
would make out uneven bows of circles, in even shares of 
time, the whole wheel being evenly turned, a 2732 Atter- 
bury Serm. (1740) I. vii. 251 We are so apt to forget God's 
administration of the great affairs below, when they go on 
evenly and regularly. Mod. The hind wheel of my bicycle 
doesn't run evenly. 

b. With equanimity or evenness of mind ; se- 
renely, tranquilly. 

a 1400 Relig . Pieces fr. Thornton MS. (1867) 11 Strenghe 
..of herte and will euynly to suffire pe wele and pe waa. 
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*682 Norris Hierocles Pref. 19 That can look upon another 
man’s Lands evenly and pleasingly as if they were his own. 
*844 Stan lev Arnold (185SJ II. x. 275 To be ready to bear 
evenly, not sullenly. 

5. Without inclination to either side. a. In a 
state of equipoise ; under even conditions ; without 
manifest advantage on either side. b. Impartially, 
fairly, justly, equitably. 

a 1250 Prov. Alfred 79 in 0 . E. A The. 106 And be clerek 
and be knyht he schulle demen euelyche [a 1275 fond text) 
euenliche] riht. 3375 Barbour Bruce vn. 103, I trow be 
suld be hard to sla, And he war body n all evynly. 1424, Sc. 
Acts Jas. I (1597) § 45 Gif the ludge refusis to do the 
Law eavenlie, the partie complemand sail haue recourse to 
the King. *72470 Henry Wallace vi. 53 He thinkis als 
luff did him hye awance, So ewynly held be fauour the bal- 
lance. 2509 Fisher Fun. Serm. Ctess Richmond Wks. 297 
[She] prouyded men lemed. .euenly & indyfferenriy to here 
all causes, a 1626 Bacon Advice to Vllllers(].\ It behoves 

S )u to carry yourself wisely and evenly between them [the 
ngand prince] both. <21742 Bentley (J.), Being evenly 
balanced between infinite attractions. 1843 Arnold Hist. 
Ernie III. 257 A single battle, evenly contested and hardly 
won, 285s Macaulay Hist. Eng. HI. 255 The Sove- 
reign, .had not the power to bear himself evenly between 
his large and his small kingdom. 1878 Lecky Eng. in iZth 
C. I . i. 118 The apparent wishes of the nation hung so evenly 
and oscillated so frequently. 

6. Equally, t a. In an equal degree or propor- 
tion. Sometimes followed by as. 06s. 

<22000 tr. Bseda’s Eccl. Hist. m. xxiii, Calin..waes maisse 
preost & efenlic Codes man. C1374 Chaucer Boeth. 1, v, 25 
pou. .compleinest bat gerdouns ne ben not euenliche 3olde 
to be desertes of folk. 1382 Wyclif Ezek. xlvii. 24 For- 
soothe 3e shuln weelde it, eche euenly as his brother, c 2400 
Three Kings Cologne xiv. 48 fte sterre euenlich ^ede to-fore 
euery kyng and all herpepil. 1423 Lydg. Pilgr. Sowle iv. 
xxvi. (1483) 71 b, Tbeyr wyttes shold ben euen y lyke, and 
euenly shold they comprehenden. 

b. In the same degree throughout. Cf. 3. 
a 1613 Brerewood (J.\ The upper face of the sea is known 
to be level by nature, and evenly distant from the centre. 
2756 Burke Suld. <$• B. (2759) 309 The liquor reflecting all 
the rays of its proper colour evenly. 

C. In equal paits or shares; as much on one 
side as on the other. 

2395 H E. Wills {1Q82' 5, Cxx li, euenliche to be departed 
betwix ham thre. <72420 Ballad, on Hush. 1. 606 Hony, 
myxt with salt armonyake And comyn evenly, is goode 
therfore. 1472 Act. Audit. 18 One [ = on] baith thair 
expensis evinly. 2574 tr. Littleton's Tenures 43 b, Gavel- 
kind whereby, .the children males oughte evenly to inherit. 
2614 Raleigh Hist. World Pref. Biij, There is no great Art 
in deuiding euenly of those things, which are subiect to 
number and measure, 1883 Vpool Daily Post 30 June 5/6 
The two panties in the borough are very evenly divided. 

7. Evenly even, odd : see Even, Odd. 
tEvenme te, a . Obs. Also 2 Orm. efenn- 
mete. [? OE. *efenj7ikte , f. efen, Even a. + m&te 
(see Meet a.) of a certain measure, f. WGer. 
*mdta measure. Cf. OHG. ebenmatf.] Of the 
same measure or standing, co-equal. 

c 2200 Ormin 12365 Wibb enngless efennmete. <2 2300 E. 
E. Psalter xlviii. 13 [xlix. 12] Til un-wise meres even-mete 
es he. 

Evenness (rvenjnes). [OE. efennissx see 
Even a. and -ness.] 

1. The quality or state of being smooth or level ; 
smoothness, levelness. 

1580 Baret A Iv. P 442 The plainenesse or euennesse of 
the sea. 1621 Cotgr. s.v. LimS , Scraped, or shauen vnto a 
sleeknesse, or euennesse. 1644 Evelyn Mem, (1857) I. 92 
For stateliness of the buildings, paving, and evenness of the 
Street , . far superior to any in Europe. 1724 Denham Astro - 
TheoL Prel. Disc. (1750) 33 The evenness of the surface of 
the lunar spots. 1885 Manch. Weekly Times Supp. 20 June 
4/3 The paring down must.. be done with great evenness 
and accuracy. 

2. Uniformity in shape, texture, arrangement, etc. 
2634 Sir T. Herbert Trav. 182 Trees of admirable height 
and evennesse. 2684-5 Boyle Min. Waters 69 The length 
and evenness of the stem. 2726 Leoni tr. A Iberiis A rchit. 
I. 27 b, The Sallow, the Hornbeam, .and the Fig. . by their 
Dryness and Evenness, are . .wonderfully soft and easy under 
the Carver's Tool. 2878 L. P, Meredith Teeth 2 The even- 
ness, the whiteness., in a beautiful set of teeth. 

3. Of movement or action : Uniformity, freedom 
from fluctuations in speed or intensity ; equability. 
Also of the mind, temper, etc.: Equability; calm- 
ness, equanimity. 

1574 H. G. Brief e Tables Gija, Thou, for to cause 
that the raye maye go with an euennesse, shake cause 
this maniple to go by fiue in a rancke in breadth. 2655 
Jer. Taylor Unum Necess. iii. § 5 (R.) A good man 
may . . in a sudden anger go beyond the evenness of a 
wise Christian. 1683 Temple Mem. Wks. 1731 I. 401 His 
Recovery. . was owing to the great Evenness of his Temper. 
2702 Grew Cosm. Sacr. (J.\ The ether most readily yieldeth 
to the revolutions of the celestial bodies, and the making them 
with, that evenness and celerity is requisite in them all. 
*711 Steele Sped. No, 147 ? 2 Evenness of Voice and 
Delivery. 1867 A. J. Ellis E. E. Pronunc. j. iv. 331 The 
evenness with which a Frenchman pronounces the syllables. 
+ 4. Balanced condition, equipoise, lit. and fig. 
Also, Equidistance from extremes ; the just mean. 

2398 Trevisa Barth De P. E. hi. xxiii. i'2495) 72 Some 
puke hyght meane euyn and temperate. This meane and 
euinnes comyth of moche and lytyll. a 2420 Hoccleve De 
Reg. Princ. 140 He lucre & losse weiethe in evennesse. 
a 2600 Hooker (J.), That so it [a crooked stick] may settle 
itself. . in a middle estate of evenness. *646 J. Whitaker 
Uzztah 22 It [is] a difficulty for an unsteady paralyticall 
hand to carry a full cup with evennesse. 2653 Bouse Myst. 


Marr. 316 The one are so ballanced with the other that the 
soul is kept in an evenness. 1660 Andromamax.i. in Had, 
Dodsley XIV. 200 See the ambassadors entertain’d With 
such an evenness as should be us’d to men We neither fear 
nor love. 

5. Of the administration of justice : Equitableness, 
impartiality, t Former ly in wider use: Equity, 
righteousness. 

c 1000 Ags. Ps. (Spelm.) cxviii [cxix]. 244 (Bosw.) Efennys 
gecySnys bin on ecnysse, *21300 E. E. Psalter ix. 9 And 
als deme sal he World of erle in evennesse. c 243° Pflgp. 
Lyf Manhode 1, xxviii. (1869) 19 To varie it at your wille. . 
after that the cas asketh and right and euenenesse is. 1607 
Hieron Wks. I. 138 Be careful! . . in the duties of equity 
and euennesse amongst men, this is religion. 1679 Burnet 
Hist. Ref. Pref. 5 They have delivered things to posterity 
with, .much candour and evenness. 1866 Kingsley Herew. 
I. xvi. 302 Without it . . these noble knights had never 
known the evenness of Count Baldwin’s justice. 

pi. after the Vulgate and the Heb. : Right things. 
a 2340 Hampole Psalter xvi[i]. 2 pin eghen se euenesses. 
Equality. Obs. 

2398 Trevisa Barth. De P R. in. xxiv. <1 495] 73 The 
line of the euynesse of daye and n : ghte. 1530 Palsgr, 
217/2 Evennesse, equalite. 2668 Wilkins Real Char. n. i, 
§ 4. 34 Evenness, Parity. 

t Even-old, a. and sh. Obs. Forms : (see Even 
a. and Old). [OE. efieneald : see Even- and Old.] 
A. ad/. Of the same age; co-eval. B. sb. One 
who is of the same age. 

a 1000 Widsith 40 (Gr.) Nmnig efen-eald him eorlscipe 
maran on-orette. c 1000 HSlfric Horn. II. 134 (Bosw.) Ple- 
xende mid his efen-eald urn. c. 1200 Ormin 18605 Swa wass 
Crist, .all wibb hiss Faderr efenald. 1382 Wyclif Dan. i. 
jo He shal see 3our cheeris lener hyfore other 3unge men, 
3our eueneldis. c 1440 Promfi. Parv, 243 Eveneholde, or 
euenelde, cdevtis. 2483 Bulgaria abs Terentio 14 b, 
Lyke as I se my son do for his frende & euen,elde. 

Evenomate (fvemom^t), v. rare~ x . [f. E- 
out + Venom sb. + -ate 3 .] irons. To take out the 
poison from (food, etc.). 

a 2834 Coleridge Lit Rem. (1836 1 III. 122 Purified from 
the poison of the practical Romish doctrine of works as the 
Mandioc is evenomated by fire, 
t E'vens, adv. Obs. [genit. of Even sb. used 
advbi] In the evening. 

a 2400-50 A lexander 375 Folke was on baire firste slepe 
& it was forth euyas. 

Evensong (rv’ns ^rj). [f. Even sb. + Song.] 

X. Eccl. The English name of the service (also 
called vespers') usually celebrated shortly before 
sunset, being the sixth of the seven * canonical 
hours ’ of the Western Church. After the Reforma- 
tion applied to the 1 Evening Prayer ’ of the Church 
of England, which is ‘ an abridgement of the offices 
of Evensong and Compline as used before the 
Reformation ’ (Hook Ch. Diet .). 

The Doleful Evensong : the ‘ Fatal Vespers ’ of 26 Oct. 
1623, at which the greater part of a R. C. congregation lost 
their lives through the falling-in of a floor. 

c 2000 Canons of AE If ric xix, pa seofon tid-sangas . . uht- 
sang ant brim-sang. . non-sang ant aefen-sang. c 1040 Rule 
St. Benet t Logeman ) 50 jEfensanc daeghwamlice mid feower 
sealmorum. c 2325 E. E. A llit. P. A. 528 At b e day of date 
of euen-songe, On oure byfore be sonne go doun. 1389 in 
Eng. Gilds 27 Euery brother and sister . , shuilen . . heren 
y- seruice of bothe y« euensonge & messe. 1462 in Ella- 
combe Bells ofCh. ix. (2872) 277 He schall helpe to ryng all 
in to Matens and Masse and evynsong with his felow. 
1549 Bk. Com, Prayer, Table for the Ordre of the Psalmes, 
to be sayed at Matins and Euensong. c 1550 Becon Treat. 
Pasting in Catechism (1844' 533 Such should not be counted 
to fast that did eat before evensong was done. *12623 
Overbury A Wife 12638} 227 The country Lasses dance 
in the Church-yard after Even-song. 2692 Wood Ath, 
Qxon. 1 . 427 He [John Gee] had been at the doleful Even- 
song in the Black-Friers in London, 26 Oct. 2623, 2735 
Pope Donne Sat. n. 206 Doom’d to say his heads and Even- 
song. 1828 Scott Rob Roy xv ii, ‘ 1 might hae gaen to even- 
song, and heard Daddy Docharty mumbling his mass 2882 
Spurgeon Treus. Dazi. Ps. cxix. 97 His matin prayer, .his 
evensong were all out of Holy Writ. 

attrib. 1642 Milton Animady. ii. Wks. (1847V61/2 To 
diet their ignorance . , with the limited draught of a matin, 
and evensong drench. 

b. The time of evensong ; the hour of sunset. 
arch. Also more fully *b evensong-time, 
a 2300 Cursor M. 25594 (Cottd Suete iesu. .bou gaf sight o 
b*i blod and flexs at euen-sanges time [*r 2340 1 Fairf. ' euen- 
sange time], c 2330 Arlh. ty Merl. 4800 Fram afternone to 
auensong. 2375 Barbour Bruce xvii. 450 Quhen that 
evynsang-tym ves neir. 2465 Paston Lett. No, 504 II. 191 
On the same day at evyn-song time, i486 Bk. Si. A Bans 
O v a, Let fair fast till euensong. 1523 Ld. Berners Froiss. 
I. ccclxix. (R.), The yonge kyng entred into Keynes, the 
Saturday at euensongtyme. 1560-78 Bk. D'seipl. Ch. Scot., 
The Saterday, and other vigils to be holy daies from Even- 
song to Evensong. 1650 J er. Taylor Holy Living 1 J. , If a 
man were but of a day’s life, it is well if he lasts ’till even- 
song. a 1700 Dry-drn Poems (J.fa He tun’d his notes both 
evensong and morn. 1755 in Johnson. 1775 in Ash. 2865 
Swinburne Poems <§• Ballads, Before Dawn 9 From even- 
song to day time. 

fe. Sicilian evensong : = 1 Sicilian vespers ’ : 
see Vespers. Obs. 

1586 T. B, La Primaud. Fr. Acad. 1. (1589)718 All the 
Frenchmen that were in the lie of Sicilia., upon Easter day, 
at the first peale to Evensong, .were al put to death . .where- 
upon this proverbe doth yet remaine amongst us, The 
Sicilian Evensong, a 2649 Brumm. of Hawth Irene Wks. 
168 Towns will close their gates upon you; and ye may 
some day expect a Sicilian even-song. 
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2. gen. (partly transf. from 1 ). A song sung in 
the evening. . • 

C2386 Chaucer Prol. 830 If euen song and morwesong 
accorde Lat se now who shal telle the firsts tale. 1632 
Milton Penseroso 64 Thee, chauntress, oft the woods among 
I woo, to hear thy even-song. 1647 Ckashaw Poems 176 
Sit thee down, and sing thy evensong in the sad tree’s 
shade. 2876 Ouida Winter City xii. 373 Flocks of birds., 
were singing their sweet shrill evensong. 

t Sven-star. Obs. Also , 5 -stern. [OE. 
sefensteorra, f. Afen, Even sb.+sUorra, Star ; for 
even-stern cf. ON. aptan-stiam .] Evening-star. 

c 888 K. jElfred Boeth. xxxix. § 13 Se steorra Se we 
hatab asfensteorra. c 2220 Bestia?y j66 For he is faier ouer 
alle men, so euen sterre ouer er8e fen. 1388 Wyclif Job 
xxxviii. 32 Thou, .roakist euene sterre. .to rise on the sones 
of erthe. 1483 Cuth. Angl. 1x9 The Euenstern, vesperus. 
1552 Huloet, Euen star re. .vesper, vesperugo. 

Event (/ve-nt), sb. Also 6 Sc. evend. [a. 
OF. event , ad. L. event -us occurrence, issue, f. 
evemre to come out, happen, result, f. e- out-f 
venire to come.] 

1. The ( actual or contemplated) fact of anything 
happening ; the occurrence of. Now chiefly in 
phrase In the event of: in the case (something 
specified) should occur. 

1602 Fulbecke 1st Pt. Parall Introd. 2, X could not but 
expect the euent of so good a thing. Mod. In the event of 
the earl’s death, the title will lapse. 

fb. In point of event : in point of fact, as things 
have actually happened. Obs. 

1676 Allen Addr. Nonconf. 29 And. .we find in point of 
event, that the ordinary way. .hath been, etc. 

2. Anything that happens, or is contemplated as 
happening; an incident, occurrence. The course 
of events : see Course. 

1588 Shaks. Tit. A. v. iii. 204 To Order well the State, 
That like Euents, may ne’er it Ruinate. 1632 Litiigow 
Trav. iv. 140 The dangerous euents in darke and tem- 
pestuous nights, which happen there [in this sea]. 1650 
Cromwell. Lett. 12 Sept. (Carlyle), [We do not think] of 
the hand of the great God in this mighty and strange ap- 
pearance of His ; but can slightly call it an * event’ l 1736 
Butler Anal. Introd. Wks. 2874 I. 2 This observation 
forms, .a presumption, .that such event has or will come to 
pass. 1803 Campbell LockieVs Warning, Coming events 
cast their shadows before. 1828 Scott F. M. Perth xix, 
Her affection, awakened by the events of the morning. 1874S 
J. H. Newman Hist. Sk. 1 . 1. ii. 86 An utter change in the 
political events which came after . , would have been the 
result. 

b. pi. (without article) for * the course of events’ ; 
also occas. in sing, the event. 

1719 De Fof. Crusoe 1840) I. xiv. 238, I resolved to put 
myself upon the watch to see them . . and leave the rest to 
the event. 2842 Miall Nonconf II- 1 Events have proved 
us right. 1879 Dixon_ Winasor II. xii. 230 Nature and 
events had made him king. 

c. In mod. use chiefly restricted to occurrences 
of some importance ; lienee colloquial uses such as 
quite an event. (Cf. Fr. un veritable evenementl) 

2883 Mrs. Bishop in Leisure H. 84/2 The first sight of 
a real mangrove swamp is an event. 

d. In the doctrine of chances : (a.) Any one of 
the possible (mutually exclusive] occurrences, some 
one of which will happen under stated conditions, 
and the relative probability of which may be com- 
puted. Compound event : one that consists in the 
combined occurrence of two or more simple events. 
(b.) Occasionally, a trial or hazard , which will re- 
sult in some one of several different ways (J events * 
in the preceding sense). 

1838 De Morgan Ess. Prolab. 96 One of the events, A, 
B, C, &c. must happen at every trial, and each event brings 
with it a specified gain or loss. 2885 Crofton in Encycl. 
Brit. (ed. 9} XIX. 771 Determination of the probabilities of 
Compound Events, when the probabilities of the simple 
events on which they depend are known. Ibid., Let 
there be an event which must turn out in one of two ways, 
W and B. 

e. In sporting language : Something on the 
issue of which money is staked ; also, one of the 
items in a programme of sports. 

1855 Thackeray Newcomes II. 66 The young fellows were 
making an ‘ event ’ out of Ethel’s marriage and sporting 
their money freely on it. 2865 Trollope Belton list. i. 4 
Trusting to the next event at Newmarket to set him right. 
1884 Cyclist 13 Feb. 247/2 The Amateur Athletic Associa- 
tion passed a rule prohibiting the holding of professional 
events at amateur athletic meetings 1884 Sat. Rev. 12 J uly 
50 Of the leading events Oxford, Cambridge, and Eton each, 
won one. ■ 

3. That which follows upon a course of proceed- 
ings ; the outcome, issue; that which proceeds 
from the operation of a cause ; a consequence, re- 
sult. In {the) event : in (the') result. 

*573 Scmpill Ball. 187 Weill micht the counsals belr ane 
gude euend. 1570-6 Lambarde Peramb. Kent 12826) 247 
Touching the origin all, proceeding, and event of these ware 
I spare to speake much. 1611 Heywood Gold. Age 1. i. 
Causes best friended haue the best euent. 2622 T. Taylor 
Comm. Titus ii. 4 Too much indulgence . .is a cruell lone in 
the euent. 2645 Fuller Good Th. in Bad 7 '. (18411 24 His 
courtesy in intention proved a mischief in event. 1711 
Steele Sped. No. 113 l» 3 A beautiful Creature in a 
Widow's Habit sat in Court, to hear the Event of a Cause 
concerning her Dower. 1767 Gooch Treed. Wounds L 96 
We have surprising accounts . , of the recovery of persons, 
without the least prospect of a favourable event. 1820 
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Scott Ivankoe xiix, He then took his aim * . and the multi- 
tude awaited the event in breathless silence. 1848 Macaulay 
Hist. Eng. 1 1 . 612 The event of his enterprise was doubtful. 
2866 Motley Dutch Rep. u. ii. 146 They openly, and in 
the event successfully, resisted the installation of the new 
prelate. *875 Jowett Plato (ed, 2) V. 53 There is no merit 
..in learning wisdom after the event. 

f b. Undesigned or incidental result, nonce-use. 
2644 H. Parker Jus Pop. 25 The Pilot wafts himself by 
event [Aristotle’s Kara crvix&e$riK 6 <;, Phys. n. 1], it being im- 
possible that he should waft others, if hee were absent. 

f 4 . What ‘ becomes of 1 or befalls (a person or 
thing) ; fate. Obs. 

15 .. More Edw. V. Ep. Ded. 2 The miserable and 
wretched end and event of the other. 1591 Spenser Teares 
Muses 143 A ship in midst of tempest left.. Full sad and 
dreadful! is that ships event. 2611 Bible Eccl. ix. 2. 1674 
Owen Holy Spirit (1693) 129 They differ as unto the Event 
they may come unto. 

5 . Idiomatic phrases, -with mixed notion of 2 
and 3. At (or + in) all events : whatever happens 
or happened ; in any case, at any rate, f Upon all 
events', for every emergency. 

1673 Evelyn Mem, (1857 ) H. 80, I had put all things in 
readiness upon all events. __ 1685 Ibid. II. 250 In all events 
. .the Church of England . .is the most primitive, apostolical, 
and excellent. [1703 Ld, Holt in Raymond Rep. 909 He 
is bound to answer for the goods at all events but acts of 
God and the king’s enemies.] 1761-2 Hume Hist. Eng. 
(1806) IV. li. 42 Civil war . . must m all events, prove cala- 
mitous to the nation. 1818 J as. Mill Brit. India. II. iv, 
ii. 73 Dupleix sent repeated orders that it [the reinforce- 
ment] might be intercepted at all events. 1837 Buckle 
Civiliz, I. x. 603 Berkstead was a pedlar, or at all events a 
hawker of small wares. 1875 Jowett Plato (ed. 2) III. 35 
Not this at all events, which is the opposite of truth, 
t Event, vA Obs. [f. L. event- ppl. stem of 
evenire (see Evene v.) to happen, take place.] 
intr. To come to pass. 

(An alleged transitive verb of this form in Richardson 
and later Diets, is based on a passage misquoted from T. 
Wilson Rhet. 6b ; edd. 1553 and 1580 have invented.} 

2590 Greene Never too late • 1600) 13, An English History 
acted and euented in my Countrey of England. 2615 A. 
Niccmoles Marriage # Wiv. xii, My Maid and I .. Will 
teh old Stories long ago evented To pass the Time. 2650 
Vind. Hammond's Addr. § 32 To teach their Disciples 
apathy, or courage against whatsoever events. 

t Eve*nt, vA Obs. [ad. Fr. eventer, OF. es- 
venter , f. es- L. ex - 1 vent wind ; cf. Avent.] 

a. irans. To expose to the air ; hence, to cool. 

b. intr. for rejl. To vent itself, find a vent. 

2359 Baldwin in Mirr, Mag., Clifford viii, To euent the 
heat that had me nye vndoen. 1603 B. Jonson K.Jas'. Enter - 
iainm. Coronal , Lest the fervour of so pure a flame As this 
my city bears, might lose the name Without the apt event- 
ing of her heat. 2609 — Case is altered v, iii, The place from 
whence that scalding sigh evented. 1606 Chapman Hero <$• 
Leander iii. Till he [Phoebus] find oppos’d A loose and 
rorid vapour that is fit T’ event his searching beams, 
t Eventa’tion. Obs. [a. F. mentation , f. event- 
er: see prec.] A letting out, a drawing (of blood). 

2344 Phaer Regim. Ly/el 1560) Ovj b, In suche cases, a 
litle eventacion of the infected bloude, maye bee the saving 
of their lyves. [1611 Cotgh., Eventation , a venting; also, 
the opening of a veine.] 

t EveTiterate, v. Obs. rare— 1 , [irreg. f. L. 
e- out + venter belly + -ate 3 ; cf. F. eventrer. 

Proh. orig. a misprint in Browne for exenterate.} 

a. trans. To open the bowels of; to disembowel, 
b. intr. ‘To come out of the belly* (Blount 
Glossogr ,, 1656). Hence + Eventera*tion Obs.—* 
*= Eventration. 

2646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. iii. vi. 1 16 In a Bear which 
the Hunters eventerated, I beheld the young ones with 
all their parts distinct. 2678 Phillips, Eventeration, a tak- 
ing out the belly of anything. 2693-1732 in Coles. 
Eventful (/ve-ntfulj , a. [f. Event sb. + -pul. 
A word used once by Shakspere, whence Johnson's only 
uotation ; not appearing otherwise in our quots. till after 
ohnson.] 

1 . Full of events ; rich in striking occurrences. 

i6ooS_haks. A. Y. L. ii. vii. 164 Last Scene of all, That 

ends this strange euentfull histone. 1781 Gibbon Decl. <$• 
F. Ill, 252 The eventful story of her [Placidia’s] life. 1848 
Macaulay Hist. Eng. 1 . 173 The changes which fourteen 
eventful years had p rod u ced. 1874 Motley Barncveld L 
i. 5 Bameveld’s eventful life. 

2 . Fraught with important issues; momentous. 

1773 Lang horne Orig. Veil (R.) The man of faith thro' 

Gerar doom’d to stray, A nation waiting his eventful way. 
1797 Mrs, Radcliffe Italian xii, A thousand times she 
turned about the eventful paper. 1801 Southey Thalaba 
vn. xiii, Thalaba . . waited calmly for the eventful day. 1848 
Macaulay Hist. Eng. II. 591 The interval between the 
sitting of Saturday and the sitting of Monday was anxious 
and eventful. , 

3 . = Eventual 5. 

2826 Bentiiam in Westminst. Rev. VI. 474 To levy .. 
any part, .not exceeding, .for any child, a moiety of such 
his, her, or their then eventful portion or portions. 

Hence Evemtfulness, eventful quality. 

1866 Coutemp. Rev. II. 592 What we miss in eventfulness 
is made up in descriptions, etc. 1884 Church Bacon iv. 93 
Bacon . .saw . . the critical eventfulness of the moment. 

Eventide (rv’ntsid). arch. [OE. kfen-tid, f. 
ifien, Even sb. + tid time, Tide.] The time of 
evening..; -evening.. . Also Jig. \ 

■ [cg$o Lindisf. Gosh., Mark xi. n Mi 33 y xee efrn wses tid 
gefoerde on Bethania miS tuoelfum.] a 1000 tr. Greg. Dial. 

x. ( Bosw.1, Seo sefen-tid Sass dashes, a izz^Ancr. R. '404 
iSen ende of al his liue, }>et was ase iSen euentid. 1388 
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Wyclif Gen. I. 8. c 2430 tr. T. a Kempis * Imit, 1. xbc, In 
pe eventide discusse j?e maner, what pou hast ben pis day 
in worde, worke, & hqu^t. 1578 Chr. Prayers in Priv. 
Prayers (1851) 447 This life hath not one hour certain, 
whensoever the eventide thereof cometh. x6xx Bible Gen. 
xxiv. 63. 1780 Cowper Nighting. <§■ Gloww., Nor yet at 
eve his note suspended, Nor yet when eventide was ended. 
1851 Longf. Gold. Leg. vi. Castle Vaut&berg , Those same 
soft bells at eventide Rang in the ears of Charlemagne. 
attrib. 2382 Wyclif Ps. cxl. 2 Euentid sacrifise. 

t Eve'ntilate, v. Obs. [f. L. eventual - ppl. 
stem of eveniild-re to fan, f. e- out + ventildre to 
fan ; see Ventilate. Cf. OF. even tiler.) 

1 . irans. To expose to the wind or air ; to fan ; 
to winnow (com) ; to aerate (blood). 

1623 in Cocker am. 1657 Phys. Diet., Eventilated, 
fanned, cooled, or clensed by the wind. 1684 tr. Bonefs 
Merc. Compii. vi. 185 The Symptoms .. were caused by 
Bloud fermenting too much, and not eventilated enough. 
1706 in Phillips ; hence in Ash, etc. 

2 . fig. To lay open to discussion ; to discuss ; to 
Ventilate. 

1637 Howell LoniUnop. 377 It is nowhere so narrowly 
discussed and eventilated. 2669 A ddr. Yng. Gentry Eng. 
136 This is a subject so copiously and methodically else- 
where, .eventilated. 

b. (see quot. : not in the Law Diets.) 

1706 Phillips ted. Kersey , Evenlilate . . in a Law-sense, to 
estimate, prize, or value an Estate or Inheritance. 

t Eventila*tion. Obs. [f. prec. : see -ation. 
Cf. It. eventilatione (Florio).] 

1 . a. The action of fanning, or of supplying 
fresh air. b. The action of winnowing ; also of 
scattering to the winds, e. Aeration (of blood, 
humours, etc.). 

a. 1643 J. HJowell] Parables on Times 15 Nothing 
could be . . so directly opposite to his soft gentle breeses 
and eventilations.. c 1645 Howell Lett. I. vi. xxxv, This 
heat is., a generative gentle heat joyn’d with moisture, nor 
needs it ayr for eventilation. 1651 — Venice 33 By reason 
of the fresh breezes and eventilations of the circumjacent 
Sea. 2721-1800 Bailey, Eventilation , a Winnowing. 

b. 1727 Bradley Earn. Diet. s. v. Anemone , Which, by 
means of that Eventilation, sends out the Seed in such a 
Manner as it is proper to be sown. 1767 A. Campbell 
Lexiph. (1774)109 My cudgel, .shall soon disseminate, by a 
rapid eventilation, the brains in his pericranium. 

C. 1684 tr. Bonet's Merc. Compit. vi. x6x Lest it should 
obstruct and hinder eventilation by its clamminess. Ibid, 
xi. 378 The Skull being carefully opened, .he was recovered 
by the eventilation of his Brain. 1744 Berkeley Siris § 205 
It [vital flame] requires constant eventilation, through the 
trachasa and pores of the body. 

*fi Used for ; What is * vented * or belched forth. 
2716 M. Davies A then. Brit. 238 There remains scarce 
anything now of all their Factions and Frothy Eventilations 
or Productions of any kind. 

2 . The action of laying open to discussion ; an 
examination, discussion. 

£■1645 Howell Lett. (1650) III. 21 In the search and 
eventilation ot naturall verities. 2631 — Venice 148 After 
some Eventilations of the matters, this Answer was sent. 
1706 Phillips fed. Kersey], Eventilation . . a strict examin- 
ing. .or sifting of a Business. 1721-1800 in Bailey. 

Eventless (iVe-ntles), a. [f. Event sb. + -less ; 
cf. eventful .] Without events ; unmarked by note- 
worthy incidents. 

1825 Mad. D’Arblay Diary (1842-6' VII. 231 Our journey 
was eventless. x868 Morris Earthly Par. 1870) 1. 1. 72 So 
smoothly o’er our heads the days did flit, Yet not eventless 
either. 1878 H. M. Stanley Dark Cent. x. 2x3 On the 
21st we made a tedious eventless voyage. 1880 J. W. 
S merer Conjuror's Daughter 225 The long eventless day 
was nearing to its close. 

Hence Evemtlessly adv., in an eventless manner. 
Eve ntlessness, the condition of being eventless. 

1888 G. E. Post Land. Miss. Conf. I. 24 Her life goes on 
eventlessly year after year until she reaches the mature age 
of ten. 1872 Howells Wedd. Journ. (2884) 309 He was 
pleased with the natural eventlessness of the whole adven- 
ture. 

Eventration (Fven trojan). [a. Fr. iventra- 
tion, f. eventrer, f. e- (es- :—L. ex-) out + ventre 
belly.] 

1 . The action of opening the belly (of an animal). 
1875 _ Miss Cobbs: False Beasts 39 The animal's tcamel's] 
rovision of water, which his master could always reach . . 
y the simple process of eventration. 

2 . a. The condition of a foetus in which the 
abdominal viscera are extruded, b. In women : 
A pendulous condition of the lower abdomen, c. 
‘ The condition of a large ventral hernia * (Syd. 
Sqc. Lex. 1884). cL The escape of a large amount 
of intestines from an abdominal wound. 

a. i860 in Mayne Exp. Lex. 1884 in Syd. Sec. Lex, 

C. 1836 Todd Cycl. Anal I. 508/1 The tumour formed 
by the protruding viscera is designated, .eventration, 
d. 1847 in Craig. 1884 in Syd. Soc. Lex. 

t Eve*ntriqueuess. Obs. rare- 1 , [f. as if 
* event ric fi-ique) (f. e- out + L. ventr-em belly + 
-ic) + -ness,] Corpulence. In quot. /zg*. 

1667 Waterhouse Fire Lend. 141 If London. .must.. be 
born with till its humoi*s be sweetened, and its eventrique- 
ness be reduced, .then to no purpose is this waste of rage. 

Eventual (iVemtiwal), a. [ad. F. iventuel, f, 
as if ad. L. *eventual-is 3 f. eventu-s ; see Event.] 
fL Of or pertaining to events or occurrences ; 
consisting in events ; of the nature of an event. Obs. 
1612-3 Bp. Hall Contempt, xiv. i, There is nothing more 


dangerous than to make construction of God’s purposes, out 
of eventual! appearances. _ 1636 A rtif. Handsom. 50 To 
run counter to Gods providence, which is his real! word, 
and as it were an Eventuall Oracle. 2684 H. More 
Anew. Remarks Exp. Apoc. B iv a, The true Authentick 
eventual measure to compute the fulfilling of the Medial- 
Visions by. 

1 2. That happens to exist. Obs. 

1732 Fielding Amelia rx. x. By pride I mean that saucy 
passion which exults in every little eventual pre-eminence 
over other men. 1794 Godwin Cal. Williams 158 In what 
manner I should prevent the eventual delay of twenty-four 
hours from becoming, .a source of new calamity. 

3. That will arise or take place in a particular 
contingency. 

1767 Ld. Lyttelton Hen. //, I. (ed.2) 86 William aspired 
to secure to himself the. eventual succession to the crown of 
that kingdom [France], in case that Louis. . should die before 
his father. 1785 Burke Sp. Nabob A root’s Debts Wks. 
IV. 279 Nothing is provided for it, but an eventual surplus 
to be divided with one class of the private demands. 1874 
Deutsch Rem. 252 The Bishops will not have too much 
time to prepare their eventual opposition. 1874 Green 
Short Hist. ix. 623 He offered to admit England to a share 
in the eventual partition of the Spanish monarchy. 

+ b. Of stipulations : Conditional (cf. Eventu- 
ally 1 b). Of an army: To be raised if required. 

1683 Temple Mem. Wks. 1731 1 . 440 The Dutch began to 
talk of finishing an Eventual Treaty (as they call’d it ) for 
themselves, as soon as the Acts about Powers were wholly 
dispatch’d. 1796 Gouv. Morris in Sparks Life $ Writ. 
(1832) III. 98 The consideration of their services should be 
eventual, and depend on the success of their exertions. 
1799 T. Jefferson Writ. (1859) IV. 279 A bill, .authorizing 
the President in case of a declaration of war. .by any Euro- 
pean power, to raise an eventual army of thirty regiments. 

4. Of the nature of an event or result. 

1699 Burnet 39 Art. xvii. (2700) 162 The Certainty of the 
Prescience is not antecedent or causal, but subsequent and 
eventual. 1735 Johnson, Eventual , happening in conse- 
quence of anything; consequential. x8xo Be nth am Pack- 
ing (1821) 134 Eventual vexation to persons liable to be 
called upon to serve in the capacity of special jurors. 1834 
Ht. Martineau Moral in. 124 An aggression on the rights 
of industry, and an eventual injury to all concerned. 

5. Ultimately resulting. 

1823 Faber Dijpic. Infidelity (1833) 3 The necessary con- 
sequence which it involves,, an eventual denial of pod’s 
omnipotence. 1850 Gladstone Gleanings V. cxxxvi, 252 
The silent decay and eventual overthrow of her natural 
defences. 1837 Buckle Civiliz. I. x. 618 As society ad- 
vances, the eventual cessation of all such attempts is certain. 
x868 J. H. Blunt Ref. Ch. Eng. I. 437 Gradually moulded 
into their eventual form. 

Eventuality (/vemti«,3e'liti). [f. prec. + -ity : 
cf. F. hentualite . ] 

L Something that may happen ; a possible event 
or occurrence ; a contingency. 

1852 Lever Daltons I. 123 Some experience had. .trained 
him to a tactic of waiting and watching for eventualities. 
1835 Browning Men fy Worn. i. Bp. Blougram's A pol., .In 
that bewildering entanglement Of horrible eventualities. 
1878 Lady Herbert tr. HUbner's Rcaitble 1. xii. 184 In cer- 
tain eventualities this state of things might give rise to grave 
difficulties. 

2. Phrenology. The faculty of observing and re- 
membering the order of succession in events ; the 
supposed * organ * of this faculty. 

1828 G. Combe Const. Man. 72 Individuality and Eventu- 
ality, or the powers of observing things that exist and occur- 
rences. 1859 R. F. Burton Centr. Afr. in Jml. Geog. Soc. 
XXIX. 3x4 The forehead converges to a central protuber- 
osity, where phrenologists locate eventuality. 

Eventually (/ve*nti«ali), adv. [f. as prec. + 

" LY 

1. In the event of something happening. 

2830 Foster in Life <5- Corr. (1846] II. 164 Some eventu- 
ally possible inconvenience. 

f b. In order to provide against a contingency ; 
in conditional terms. Obs. 

1749 Chesterf. Lett, II. exevi. 239 So many of my letters 
have miscarried, .that I am forced to repeat the same thing 
oyer and over again eventually 2752 Ibid. IV. 3, I am sen- 
sible that they can only be met with by great accident at 
family sales and auctions, so I only mention the affair to 
you eventually. I So often in Chesterf.] 1785 Burke Sp, 
Nabob A root’s Debts Wks. IV. 271 Not conditionally and 
eventually, but positively and authoritatively. 

T 2. In result (as opposed to intention). Obs. 

1660 Boyle Seraphic Love Wks. 1772 I. 248, 1 . .think that 
Hermione has but intentionally, not eventually disobliged 
you, 2706 De Foe Jure Div. fixed. 20 King James was 
not deposed by those, otherwise than eventually; these 
were, the Causes of all this. .'.2729. Butler ':Serm.- Wks. 
1874 II. X09 Other vices eventually do mischief ; this alone 
alms at it as an end. ■ 

3. In' the event, in the end, finally, ultimately. , 

a x68o Glanvill Sernt. ’x. {1681)80 If one that shall eventu- 
ally be shut out, may do all this, what shall become of 'the ■ 
generality of Religious 'men." that' never do so much ? 2797 
E. M. Lomax Philanthrope 278 Seneca. .endeavoured to 
employ- every day of fib life as if it eventually might be his 
last. 1843 Miss Mitford in L’Estrange Life (1870; III. x. 
179 Absentees . . will doubtless eventually disappear from 
Ireland. 1879 Proctor Pleas. Ways Sc. v. 122 This line 
eventually became the brightest line of the whole spectrum. 

Eventuate (rve-ntiw^Jt), v. [fi L. eventu-s 
Event sb. + - ate ; cf. acticate . 

First used in U. S., and still regarded as an Americanism, 
though it has been employed by good writers in England.] 
1. intr. To have a (specified) event or issue ; to 
turn out (well, or ill) ; lo issue, result in. 

2789 Gouv. Morris in Sparks Life 4* Writ. (1832] I. 313, 
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I am sure it is wrong, and cannot eventuate well 283s M. 
Scott Cruise Midge xii, The squib had eventuated, as the 
Yankees say . . in a zigzag or cracker. 2835 Milman Lai. 
Chr . (18641 IX xiv. iii. 151 The Schoolmen could not but 
eventuate in William of Ockham. 1873 Smiles Huguenots 
Fr. 11. ii. (x88t) 361 He heard . . the discussions which 
eventuated in Acts of Parliament. 1877 A. J. Ross Mem. 
Bp. Ewing xxx i. 536 The crisis had eventuated favourably. 

2 . To be the issue ; to result, come about. 

1834 De Quincey Coleridge Wks. (18631 II. 93 In the up- 
shot, this conclusion eventuated 1 to speak Yankeeishly', that, 
etc. 1876 M. Davi es Unorth. Lond. 1. 25 If So-and-so were 
condemned, a schism in the National Church would even- 
tuate. 1884 Law Times 14 June 121/1 When there was 
danger of a war eventuating with America. 

3 . traits. To bring to the event or issue. 

1837-40 Halt burton Clockm . (1862} 103 Yes, (to eventuate 
my story > it did me good, 

Eventuatiou (zvemth^-jbny [f. prec. : see 
-ATION.] The action of ‘ eventuating * ; bringing 
or coming to an issue ; realization ; issue. 

a 2848 R. W. Hamilton (Ogilvie). 1876 Overmatched II. 
xii. 196 Deputing to some good genius, .the eventuation of 
his more dazzling hopes. 

t Ever, sb. Obs. Forms: 1 eofer, eofor, 
efer, efor, 3 eaver, 4 ever. [OE. eofor = OHG. 
(and. mod.Ger.) eber, ON. ipfurr :--OTeut. *eduro-z, 
allied to OSlav. vepri r L. aper.] 

1 A wild boar. 

ciooo Ags. Ps. lxxix. [Ixxx.] 13 Hine utan of wuda eoferas 
wrotaS and wilde deor westaS and frettaQ. c xooo Sax. 
Lcechd. II. 182 Sele pu him , . fisesc eofores. £-2330 Halt 
Meid. 13 Ha in hare wurSunge as eaueres forroteden. 

2 . Comb. Ever-fern : a. the Polypody, Poly- 
podium imlgare ; b. Osmunda regalis, 

c 1000 Sax. Leechd. I. 188 Beos wyrt man ..efor fearn 
nemneS, c 1000 /Elfric Gloss, in Wr.-Witlcker 135 Filix 
arboratica, eferfearn. £*1050 Ags. Voc. ibid. 297 Filix 
minnta, eoforfearn. c 1335 E. E. A Hit. P. C. 438 He busked 
hym a bour . . Of hay & of euer-ferne & erbez a fewe. a 1387 
Sinon. BarfhoL (Anecd. Oxon.) 32 Osmunda, herba est, 
everferne. a 1400 Sloane MS. 5. 9 b, Osmundo. .eueruern. 
24.. Recipes in Pel. Ant . I. 52 For the stane .. tak ever- 
ferne that grewes on the ake. 

Ever (e’voj), adv. Forms: a. 1-3 sefre 
(north, sefra, 2 eevre, 3 severe), 2-3 afre, efre, 
efer(e, 3 aver(e, avre, eur, 2-4 evrie, evere, 3-4 
hevere, 2-5 eaver, 2-6 evir, -yr, 9 dial, ivver, 
2- ever. j 3 . 3 ser, er, 4-7 ere, 6 ~ e’er. Also 
a. 3 3 avre, 6 yeffor. J 3 . 4 yer, [OE. aefre. 
Not found in other Teut. langs. ; the ulterior 
etymology is doubtful. Connexion of some kind 
with OE. d , Ay is probable on account of the sense. 

If it be a compound of d, the second element should begin 
with/* or less probably with b , and contain the vowel i or i. 
The most plausible suggestion hitherto made is that of 
Cosijn {Taalk Bijdragen II. 267', that it is equivalent to 
Goth. *aiw fairkwau 1 ever in life * ; cf. the common OE. 
phrase d t 6 feore in similar sense; also OHG . neonaltre 
never, lit. ‘never in life'. This is supported by the agree- 
ment of the final -a of the ONorthumb. dtfra with the end- 
ing of the locative (dat.) of the -u declension, to which the 
sb. feork life (: ~-*/ertiwns ) originally belonged. The re- 
corded forms of feorh , however, do not account for the um- 
laut; but cf. the cognate OE .ftras, OS. frihbs, ON flrar 
* men . A different suggestion has been made by Prof. G. 
Hempl in Mod. Lang. Notes IV. (1889) 417, viz. that the 
word is an adverbial case of a subst. compound f. d+byre 
f: — 'buri) event, occasion. On this view its formation would 
be closely analogous to that of Ger. jemals. With regard 
to the umlaut Prof. Hempl compares drende : — *drnndi ; 
with regard to the f from b he compares weofod for Hvih-bed 
(or -Mod 

I, Always, at all times ; in all cases. (All 
these senses, exc. 1 b and 5 b, are now arch, or 
merely literary.) 

1 . Throughout all time, eternally ; throughout 
all past or all future time; perpetually (often 
hyper bolically or in relative sense: throughout 
one's life, etc.) , arch. Also strengthened Ever 
and ever, + ever ay. 

a 1000 Cynewulf Crist in Bu aefre waere. c 1175 Lamb. 
Horn. 57 . pet is and wes and efre seal beon iblecced ofer al. 
c 1200 Ormin 206 Icc amm Gabriari patt aefre & aefre stannde 
Biforenn Godd. 0x200 Trin. Coll. Horn. 173 j?e endelese 
dai is afre abuten ende. a 1300 Cursor M. 13180 (G< 3 tt.) 
parfor euer ay worth hir wa ! pat god man dos wid tresun 
sla. 1340 Ayenb. 71 pe opre lyue )>et cure wypoute ende 
ssel yleste. 1500-20 Dunbar ‘ Full oft / muse ' vi, The 
lyfe that evir dois lest. 2548-9 «Mar.) Bk. Com. Prayer, 
Offices 34 That wee may euer liue with thee in the worlde to 
come. 2552 Robinson tr. More’s Utop. n. <Arb.) 73 It [the 
island] was not euer compassed about with the sea. 2610 
Shaks, Temp. iv. i. 123 Let me liue here euer. 1662 Bk. 
Com . Prayer (1844' 113 He liveth and reigneth ever one 
God 1733 Ld. Mayor of London Let. 6 Aug. in Swift’s 
Lett., A set of great men, who will ever be an honour, .to 
their country. 2832 Carlyle Sari. Res. (1858) 152 Ever must 
the Sovereign of Mankind be fitly entitled King. 

b. In sense limited by a following adv., prep., 
or conj., as in ever after(~ward), ever before , ever 
since, throughout all the time before or after a 
specified date. 

a. a 2300 Cursor M. 3942 ('Gfitt.'' Euer sipen [£1340 Trin. 
euer aftir] halted he. £1380 Wyclif Set. Wks. III. 510 
Hevere bifore and evere aftir. 1525 Ld. Berners Froiss. II. 
clxxxvi [clxxxii], 565 He hath assembled toguyder into his 
house.. a great noumbre of menne, and hath kepte them 
there couertly euersyth the ferst of Whitsontyde. 2535 
Coverdale fsa. li. 9 Euer and sence the worlde beganne. 
2714 Addison Sped. No. 556 1*7 The Coffee-houses have 


ever since been my chief Places of Resort. 2782 Priestley 
Corrupt. Chr. 1 . 1. 104 Ever after.. the phraseology of the 
Greeks prevailed. 2865 H. Kingsley Hillyarsp B. xxxv, 
It must have been raining cats and dogs ever since I had 
been out. 2875 J owett Plato (ed. 2) 1 . 364 This sign I have 
had ever since I was a child. 

0 . % 6 ox Shaks. Twel. N. 1. i. 23 My desires like fell and 
cruell hounds, Ere since pursue me. 

2 . At all times, on all occasions, on each occa- 
sion; ■** Always i. arch, and north, dial. 

c 1040 Rule St. Benet (Logemam 12 Mynd‘13 sigfse abbod] 
aefre, paet [etc.], c 2175 Lamb. Horn. 9 Efere to pam setteres 
dei hes comen.. to pan sinagoge. £1205 Lay. 547 Brutus 
heom com aefter & aefer [£1275 euere] he heom leide on. 
a 2325 Prov. Hendyng xxxiii, Ever out cometh evel sponne 
web. 1483 Caxton G. de la Tour E v, Of euyll lyf cometh 
euer an euylle ende. 2523 Ld. Berners Froiss. I. 748 As 
they passed by, ever the Parisyens enclyned themseife to 
them. 2602 Shaks. Ham. i. ii. 162 Your poore Seruant 
euer. 1632 Lit hgow T ram. 11. 49 They were day ly molested 
and besieged, but the victory fell euer to the Christians. 
2688 R. Holme. Armoury in. 54/1 The Prelate of the Garter 
. . is ever the Bishop of Winchester, a 1718 Penn Life 
Wks. 1726 I. 137 Envy and Railing . . almost ever follow. 
2771 Goldsm. Hist. Eng. IV. 378 He attacked the largest 
ships, and almost ever with success. 28x2 Woodhouse 
Astran. ix. 70 Longitude is ever measured from the inter- 
section of the equator and ecliptic. 2832 Ht. Martineau 
Homes Abroad viii. 113 The rude state which is ever the 
consequence of a scarcity of knowledge. 1885 North Star 
t July 3/2 Lord Randolph . . has been a hard hitter, but he 
has ever hit fair, 

b. Idiomatic phrases, f Ever among (see 
Among- B. 2) ; also in same sense f ever between. 
Ever and again ; ever and anon (see Again 4 b, 
Anon 6 b). + Ever and oft{e{n : with, constant 
reiteration, continually. + Ever now and novo, 
ever now and then , ever now and then among : 
‘evety now and then’, f Ever umwhile (ME.) : 
every now and then, from time to time. Obs. 

1154 O. E. Ckron. an. 1137. § 3 Hi Leiden jseildes o[n] ]>e 
tunes seureumwile. c 2230 Halt Meid. 27 Nawt ane on 
ende ; ah eauer umbehwile. a 1300 Cursor M. 14336 Cott.) 
Honurd be pou fader, euer and oft. 2387 Trevisa Higden 
(Rolls) VII. 7 Elsynus bisshop of Wynchestre evere among 
fondede to have be see. 1470-85 Malory Arthur vi. xviii, 
And euer now and now came alle the Knyghtes home. Ibid. 
x. lxxxviii, And euer bitwene, sir Tristram resorted vnto 
Ioyous gard. 2542 U dall Erasm. A poph. 250 b, Who when 
he had clene beggered hymself w® expenses, would euer 
now and then thus saie vnto the birde [etc.]. 1581 J. Bell 
H addon’s Answ. Osor. 207 Besides these written ordin- 
aunces of the law, he did ever now and then among, rayse 
uppe Prophetes unto them. 1590 Spenser F. Q. ii. ix. 41 
And ever and anon, with rosy red, The bashful blood her 
snowy cheeks did dye. 1632 Lithgow Trav. 11. 46 Dal- 
matians . . by Sea with Frigots and Brigantines did euer 
and often vexe the Venetian Commerce. 1687 A. Lovell 
tr. Bergerac s Comical Hist. 1. 71 Ever now and then I 
looked upwards. 1739 J. Huxham iisr. Fevers (1750; 312 
A spoonful or two.. should be given ever and anon. 2822 
Byron Sardan. n. i. 551 And ever and anon some falling 
bolt Proves his divinity. 1875 Jowett Plato ied, 2 I. 274 
Ever and anon we are landed in particulars. 1883 P. 
Robinson Fishes of Fancy 90 Ever and again the husky 
voices of narwhal and shark . . murmured, etc. 

3 . Constantly, incessantly, perpetually ; with 
continual recurrence, arch, f Ever forth (cf. Ger. 
immerfort ) : continually, constantly, f Ever in 
one : unchangingly. Obs. 

a xooo Caedmon’s Crist Satan 297 ^Efre forth, c xooo 
jElkric Dent. xxxi. 27 iEfer £e fliton oilmen God. <22123 
O. E. Chron. an. 1101 His men mycel to hear me aefre £edy- 
don. £ 1205 Lay. 1276 ]?rittt dawes & britti night heo ferden 
efer [£ 1275 efre] forci riht. c 2230 Halt Meid. 5 Babilones foie 
weorreS & warpeS eauer toward tis tur. c 2290 Lives Saints 
(1887) 33 pis Abbod hire siwede euere forth. £I386Chauckr 
Clerk’s T. 546 But he neuer hir coude fynde But euer in 
oon ylyke sad and kynde. c 1430 Lydg. Bochas n, xxvii. 
(1554) 62 b, With these two vices, he brenneth euer in one. 
2709^ Steele Tatler No. 17 P 2 Pedants .. will ever be 
carping. 2837 J. H. Newman Par . Semi. (ed. 2' III. viL 
99 We are ever sinning, we must ever be renewing our 
sorrow. 1876 Freeman (>^7. IV. xviii. 186 The 

same tale.. we have ever to tell in the English history of 
these years. 

b. With comparatives to mark a constant in- 
crease or decrease, esp. before the correlatives 
the— the (OE. swd — swd, ME. se — se, pe — pe). 

a. 1254 O. E. Chron. an . 1 137 Bast lastede ba xix wintre wile 
Stephne was king & seure it was uuerse & uuerse. £2175 
Lamb. Horn. 51 pis fis is of swulc cunde pet euer se he mare 
streng'SdeS him to sw[i]mminde mid pe watere se he mare 
swtmmeo abac. £1230 Mali Meid. 27, & eauer se hare 
murfte wes mare togederes ; se pe sorhe is sarre at te twin- 
ninge. <2 2300 Cursor M. 14441 (Gott) And jeit troud noght 
paa felun Bot eur mistroud mar and mare, c 1380 Wyclif 
Set. Wks. III. 173 E'jvere pe lenger pat pou lyfest to Iyve hi 
Goddis lawe, evere pe harder it, etc, c x^a lpomydon 1833 
(Weber) Euyr the fayrer that she spake, The fouler braydes 
gan he make. 2526 Pilgr. Perf, (W. de W. 1531) 144 He 
was euer more quyet & restfull in hymse'fe. 2833 Mrs. 
Browning Prometk. Bd. Poems 1850 I. 263 This wandering, 
everlonger, evermore Hath overworn me. 

1297 R. Glouc. (1724) no Er pe lenger pe more. 
£ 2400 Apol. Loll 58 Jer pe more pat pey pole, ai pe more 
schal pe fendis torment. 

fc. Ever as (see As) : with varying force ~ 

* as long as 1 as often as * whenever ‘ wherever ’, 
‘ always in proportion as \ Obs. 

2297 R* Glouc. (Rolls) 3974 Pe kynge .. ^ef horn large 
jiftes, euere as hit worthe were, 2470-85 Malory A rthnr 
x. xxxvi, And euer as he smote doune knyghtes, he made 
them to swere, etc. 2529 Rastell Pastyme (x8ti) 251 


His arraye .. ever as they went, won dyvers strange 
holdes and tounes. 1530 Tindale Exp . 1 Cor. 308 And 
ever as he grew in promotions and dignity, so gathered 
he unto him of the most subtle-witted. 1571 Campion 
Hist . IreL (1809) 71 He subdued the land through and 
through, ever as he went building up castles and fortresses. 
1594 2 nd Rep . Faustus in Thoms Prose Rom. (1828) tot 
Ever as they came up to the breach, the cannon heaved 
them off. 2614 Markham Cheap Husb. vii. xxiv. (1668 126 
Ever as you knead it, sprinkle into it the grains of small 
Chilter wheat. 2631 Weever Anc. Fun. Mon. 139The.se 
. . haue beene diuers times reformed, euer as they did de- 
generate from their primitiue sincerity. 

f 4 . Prefixed to indefinite pronouns or advs. to 
impart to them a distributive sense; also, to dis- 
tributive words in order to emphasize this function. 
Ever all', all and sundry. Ever either (out her) ; 
each of the two respectively. Ever ay where, ever 
where : everywhere, Obs. ; for ever each, ever 
ywhere , see their mod. forms Every, Everywheke, 

a 2300 Cursor M. 13873 (Cott.) Iesus went him forth here 
and par, And did meracles euer-ai-quar. c 1314 Guy Warw. 
(A.) 1084 Now we han ben her & tar, pe pris y-wonne euer 
ay-war. 1382 Wyclif Prov. xxii. 2 The werkere of euer 
either is the Lord, ?<z 1400 Chester PL (Shaks. Soc.) 192 
Prophescied . . to ever all mankinde. c 1420 Sir A madace 
(Camd.) xxxi, For ae moue haue maysturs euyrqware. 
2444 Close Roll 23 Hen. VI, And euerawther of the said 
Priour and Geffrey . . was bownden in ^40. c 1449 Pecock 
Repr. 1. ii. 8 But if [ = unless] euereither of the premissis be 
trewe the conclusion is not trewe. 

*11 Giving a distributive sense to numerals. (A 
mere Germanism.) 

2535 Coverdale fudg. xv. 4 Samson, .catched thre hun- 
dreth foxes, .and put euer a fyre brande betwene two tayles 
[Luther, einen Brand je zwiseken zvoei Schwanze\. 

5 . quaswA use of 1. fa. In ME. phrase, long 
is ever (cf. ‘long is ay’). Ohs. 

c 2205 Lay. 28848 Longe beoS aiuere deed ne biS he nseuere. 
c 13Z5 Metr. Horn. 103 Ful lang es ever, lang es ever. 

b. in phrases, Forever (sometimes, esp. in U. S., 
written Forever, q.v.) : for all future time, for 
eternity, in perpetuity ; hence (chiefly in colloq. 
use), incessantly, interminably. In proper sense 
often in strengthened forms, f For all ever, for 
ever and {for) ever, for ever and ay (arch.), for 
ever and a day (7 a corruption of prec. ; now only 
humorous, but formerly in serious use). 

a. a 2300 Cursor M. 62x8 (Cott.) pis folk.. Pat suld vs 
serue for euer and ai. c 2330 R. Brunne Chron. ( 1810) 16 
Tuo dukes & tuo bisshopes for euer toke per leue. 1393 
Langl. P. PL C. v. 124 Non go to galys, bote it be for 
euere. £2420 Chron. Vilod. 1011 We wyLie. .ben 3owre ser- 
vaundys for ever and hoo. 14.. T undale's Vis. 1488 To 
that same peyn schuld y have goo And dweilyd ther in for 
ever and 00. 1549-62 Sternhold & H. Ps. lxxvii. 8 Is his 

goodnesse cleane decayd for euer and _ a day ? 1583 

Golding Calvin on Deut. ii. 9 The Doctrine which is set 
forth in the name of God, serueth not for our age onely, 
but for all euer. 2594 Hooker EccL Pol, 1. ii. (x6xi) 5 
One onely God to be blessed for euer. 1596 Shaks. Tarn. 
Shr. iv. iv. 97 Farewell for euer and a day. 1600 A V. L. 
iv. i. 145. 1627 Donne Serm. cl vii. VI. 276 New heavens 

and new earth for ever and ever and ever. 1697 
Dryden Virg. Georg, iv. 719 For ever I am ravish'd from 
thy sight. 2722-4 Pope Rape Lock in. 1^53 The meeting 
points the sacred hair dissever From the fair head, forever, 
and for evert 2771 Goldsm. Hist. Eng. III. 225 It was 
the fate of Charles, for ever to aim at projects which were 
..impracticable. 1794 Mrs. Radclifi-e My si. Udolpko. 
i, Madame St. Anbert knew not that she left it for ever. 
2827 W. Sfxwyn Law Nisi Prius (ed. 4) II. 1202 To him 
and his successors for ever. 2878 Morley Carlyle Crit. 
Misc. Ser. 1. 201 Hitherto certainly, and probably it will be 
so for ever. 

0 . ax 592 Greene Alphonsus Wks. (2861) 241 Were 
banish’d both for e'er from Arragon. 

t 6. quasi-awy. uses of 1-3. Everlasting, constant, 
perpetual. Chiefly with agent-nouns or sbs. of 
action. Obs. 

* 55 ° Veron Godly Sayings (1846) 129 But ever fire of hel 
(y punishment of the devils) do hangover us. 2580 Sidney 
Arcadia (1622) 481 But the time of my euer farewell ap- 
procheth. 1605 Verstegan Dec. Intell. Ded., I take my 
leaue, desiring Almightie God. .to be your Maiesties euer 
protector. Ibid. ii. (1628) 42 They haue beene the onely and 
euer possessors of their countrey. 2607 Rowlands Diog. 
Lanth. 29, I know thy euer care For winters want .. In 
Sommer doth prepare. 2609 Epist. Shaks. Tr. SfCr, (Qq. 
1, 2) 179 A neuer writer, to an euer reader. 

II. At any time (= L, unquant) *, whence : In 
any case, in any degree. Primarily in negative 
and interrogative sentences and in hypothetical 
and subordinate clauses. 

7 . At any time. 

a. a xooo Caedmon's Crist fy Satan 271 pat ic . . ne sceal 
sefre geheran paere byrhtestan beman stefne. c 1000 Ags. 
Gosp. Matt. xiii. 15 pe laes big aefre [e 1160 Hatton afrej 
mid eagum geseon. c 1200 Trin. Coll. Horn. 183 A weilewei 
pu fule hold, pat ich auere was to pe iteied. a 2225 A ncr. 
R. 230 Al pet vuel pet he euer dude Job, euer he nom leaue 
perof ec et ure Louerde, a 2250 Owl 4* Night. 1x78 Ich not 
3ef thu were 3avre prest. £ 2300 Thrush fy Night. 127 in 
Hazl. E. P. p. 55 Com thou heuere in here londe, Hy shulen 
don the in prisoun stronge. c 2340 Cursor M. 15116 (Trin.) 
pei bicoom soriere pen euer eer pei were. 2375 Barbour 
Bruce 1. 198 That Scottis men mycht do na thing That euir 
mycht pless to thar liking. 2382 Wiclif John i. 18 No man 
euere sy3 God, no but the oon bigetun sone. 2526 Pilgr. 
Perf.iW. de W. 1531) 3 b, More, .pleasaunt to beholde than 
euer it was. .before. 2577 B. Googe Heresbach's Husb . iv. 
(1586) 165 b, Hortensus. . was the first that ever killed Pea- 
cocke for the Table in Rome. 2600 Shaks. A. V. L. uu 
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v. 28 If euer. .You meet in some fresh cbeeke the power of 
fancie. 1622 Shelton Quix. in. viii. 1 . 187 Whence I have 
no hope ever to return. 1660 Pepys Diary {1875) 156 The 
first time that ever I remember to have heard the. .singing- 
men in surplices in my life. 1662 Stillingfl. Orig. Sacr. 
hi. ii. § 17 We deny that ever his A toms with all their occur- 
sions would ever produce those things which are in the Uni- 
verse. 27x1 Addison Sped. No. 37 r 1 One of the prettiest 
Grotesque Works that ever I saw. 1817 Byron Beppo xcii, 
Did I ever? No, I never Saw a man grown so yellow i 
1837 Dickens Pickw. xi, For who could ever gaze on Mr. 
Pickwick’s beaming face without J etc.]. 1888 Bryce A mer. 
Commw. II I. xcix. 387 The criticisms of an outspoken press 
rarely assail their [English Judges’] ability, hardly ever 
their fairness. 

0 . c 1205 Lay. 14320 He wes J?e bezste latimer J?at aer 
com her. c 1400 Apol. LqlLgg It is scham to hem to say 
Jjus, )?at ere kirk erri]?, sin He & His kirk is 0 persone. 
1591 Shaks. Two Gent. iv. ii. 141 It hath bin the longest 
night That ere I watch’d, and the most heauiest. 1692 tr. 
Sallust fi , For who.. would ere endure, that they should 
wallow in wealth., .while we are pinch’d ? 

"II b. Seldom or ever : confusedly used for 
* seldom if ever \ ‘ seldom or never *. 

1771 Contempt. Man I. 83 All those people who were 
afflicted with any Illness, seldom or ever survived it. 1804 
Syd. Smith Mot. Philos, v. (1850) 75 Dreamers, .who walk 
in their sleep have seldom or ever the most distant recollec- 
tions that they have been dreaming at all. 1809 — Two 
Vols. Serm. I. 76 This plea is rarely or ever true. 

e. Sometimes used pleonastieallyasin seldom ever. 
1813 J. C. Hobhouse Journey 78 The peasants seldom 
ever can get a farthing for their beasts. 1828 Carlyle in 
Foreign Rev. II. 460 And seldom ever can he succeed. 
1857 Bagehot Lit. Studies (1879) H. 275 The words of a 
great poet, in our complex modern time, are rarely ever free 
from its traces. 

8. On any supposition, by any chance, at all. 

a. \ Ever any. any at all {obs.). Also Ever 
a{n , eer a{n (now vulgar, though never a{n is in 
good colloquial use : see the corrupt form Arrow). 

a. a 1067 Charter of Eadweard in Cod. Dipl. IV. 219 Ic 
nolle Sat efre ani bisscop ani ping him Ser on aateo. c 1175 
Lamb. Horn. 43 Heo wes wurse to fcolien penne efreni of 
alle J?a oSre pine. C1205 Lay. 15525 Jif mon funde in auer 
aei londe. aeuer aei cniht baerh. 1583 Rich Phylotns # 
E melia 18351 31 If there bee euer a Deuill of thembothe, I 
knowe it is she. 1612 T. Taylor Comm. Titus ii. 14 Here 
is policie, but pietie scarce euer a whit. 1769 Pair Annie 
in Herd Sc. Songs, Had ye ever a brother. 1879 Miss 
Jackson Shropsh. Word-bk. s. v., * Drink or cider ‘ ever- 
a-one ’, ‘ I dunna car w’ich \ 1884 Chesk. Gloss, s. v., Have 
you ever a shilling as you could lend me? 

0 . 1597 Shaks. 2 Hen. IV, 11. iv. 295, 1 loue thee better, 
then I loue ere a scuruie young Boy of them all. 2622 — * 
Wint. T. iv. iv. 180. 1598 B. Jonson Ev. Man in Hum. 
iv. i, The should haue beene perboyl’d . . e’re they should 
ha’ come in, e’re a one of ’hem. 1653 H. Cogan tr. Pinto's 
Trav. xxxviii. 151 If there were ere a one amongst you 
that could find out any device or stratagem of war. 1657 
Earl Monm. tr. Parutds Pol. Disc. 200 Nor. .have [they] 
made me ere a whit more happy then I was at first. 1706 
Watts Horse Lyr. 1. ‘ Happy the hours ' , Angels, assist 
my doleful song, If you have e’er a mourning string. 1746 
W. Horsley Fool (1748) I. No. 33. 232 A Man of my Turn 
enjoys a Holiday with as high a Relish as e’er a Prentice- 
Boy . . within the Bills of Mortality. 1802 Bentham Whs. 
(1843) X. 387, I don’t know whether you have e’er an one. 

b. In comparative clauses introduced by as, 
than ; also in relative clauses introduced by that 
preceded by a superlative or by all, the only , etc. 

a. 1523 Ld. Berners Froiss. 1 . 746 All that ever the kyng 
..coude do coude never tourne them fro that opinyon. 
c 1530 — A rth. Lyt. Bryt 468 Rode forthe as fast as ever 
they myght. a 1533 — Huon 1 . 169 As naked as ever 
he was borne. 1583 Stubbes Anal, Abus. 11. 89 [They] 
runne ..from towne to towne. .till they haue spent al that 
euer they haue. 1681 Dryden Sp. Friar ( T), As like him as 
ever he can look. 1776 G. Semple Building in IVater 9 
Piles.. driven in as close together as ever they can stick. 
*777 Johnson Let. 18 Feb. in Boswell, She will accommo- 
date you as well as ever she can in the old room. 1835 
Mrs. Carlyle Lett. I. 43 Try all that ever you can to be 
patient. 1859 G. W. Dasent Pop. Tales Horse 19 All she 
wanted was to get above ground as fast as ever she could. 
1885 F. Anstey Tinted Venus 25 Can’t you see I’m as 
anxious to get that statue again as ever you can be ? 

0 . 1591 Shaks. i hen. VI, 1. iii. 72 As lowd as e’re thou 
canst, cry, 

c. Added for emphasis to the conjunctions as 
soon as , before , ere, or (— ere). Also f when ever 
== * just as soon as V 

1325-1883 [see Ere C. i d.]. 163a Lithgow Trav. 1. 38 
Most part of all which M. Arthur and I saw, before euer 
we either eate, drunke, or tooke our lodging in Venice. 
1655 Francim vni. 7 He gave me a good supper last night, 
when ever I came within his doors, a 1656 Bp. Hall 
Occas. Medit. § 15 (1851) 20 So soon as ever he hears the 
noise of a fly afar off, how he hastens to his door ! 1718 
Hicks J. Kettle-well 1. xxiii. 46 So soon as ever he com- 
menced Master, 1844 Mrs. Browning Drama of Exile 
Poems I. 48 Or ever she [the Earth] knew sin I 1872 G. W. 
Dasent Three to One II. 256, I know what is to happen, 
before ever I get up-stairs. 

d. Following interrogative pronouns, advs., etc. 
{how, who, what, where, why), to intimate that the 
speaker has n o notion what the answer will be. 

Sometimes these combinations are (improperly) written as 
single words: see However, Whoever, etc, 

159S W orld of Wonders (1607) 240, I shal desire him to 
consider how ever it was possibl e to get from these priests 
. . a pertinent answer. *859 G. W. Dasent Pop. Tales 
Norse 12 Where ever in the world have you been ? Ibid. 
163 The Troll began to wonder . . how ever they could be 
rid of the lad. Ibid. 215, 1 wonder now what ever there 
can be inside this chest. 


e. Appended to relative pronouns or advbs., 
and giving to them a generalized or indefinite 
force ; = L. - cumque . These combinations are now 
always written as single words: see How (so) - 
ever, Who(so)ever, etc. 

9. In any degree, a. Prefixed to the followed 
by a comparative ; = 4 at all’, 4 any’. Now only 
colloq. (Cf. never, which in the parallel use is 
much more common). 

a. 1622 Sparrow Bk. Com. Prayer (1661) 172 The Primitive 
Christians did not like the Jewish Rites ever the worse 
because they were Theirs, a 2656 Bp. Hall (J.), Let no 
man fear that harmful creature ever the less, because he sees 
the apostle safe from that poison. 2697 Collier Ess. (1703) 
I. 9 A Mine undiscovered, for which neither the Owner of 
the Ground or any Body else, are ever the Richer. 

0 . 1643 Rogers Naaman 364 For none are ere the wiser 
for them. <2x679 Hobbes Absurd Geom. Wks. 1845 VII. 
386 Do you think . . the opinion of your judgment would 
have been ere the less ? 

b. Ever so : prefixed in hypothetical sentences 
to adjs. or advbs., with the sense ‘in any con- 
ceivable degree \ Sometimes ellipt. — * ever so 
much’ ; also dial, in phrases like Were it ever so, 
= ‘ however great the need might be’. Similarly, 
Ever such {a). 

This expression has been substituted, from a notion of 
logical propriety, for never so, which in literary use appears 
to be much older, and still occurs arch., though app. not 
now known in dialects. See Never. 

1690-2 Locke Educ. in T. Fowler Locke (1880) 6 Not to 
take an answer, though ever so full and satisfactory. 1741 
Richardson Pamela II. 273 Let me . . not be call’d down 
for ever so much. 1751 Beau- Philosopher 193 Was it to 
be attended with ever such difficult Circumstances, there is 
nothing that a great mind will not undertake. 1764 Reid 
Inquiry vi. § 3 His eyes, though ever so perfect. 1777 
Sheridan Sch. Scand. n. ii, Though Sir Peter’s ill humour 
may vex me ever so, it never shall provoke me to, etc. 28x6 
Kirby & Sp. Entomol. (1828) II. xix. 242 If ever so many 
queens are introduced into a hive. 2843 Thackeray Jerdme 
Paturot 349 If . .the caricaturist had made fun of me ever 
so, I would, .have put up with the insult, a 1850 Rossetti 
Dante $ Circ. 1. (1874) 173 Though of great heart and 
worthy everso, He snail be counted low. 1882 W. Wore. 
Gloss, s. v., ‘ I wunt ax ’im for bread, not if it was ever so’. 

e. Hence ever so is used in affirmative contexts 
as a vague intensive : * vastly’, * immensely’. 

1858 Hawthorne Fr. <$• It. Jrnls. (1872) I. 13 Ever so 
little to their credit. 2870 Mrs. Whitney We Girls i, Ever 
so many years ago. 1877 N. W. Lincolnsh, Gloss, s. v., She 
fret ever so when Harry ’listed. 2885 F. Anstey Tinted 
Venus 79 Thank you ever so much, Leanderdear ! 

III. Combinations. 

10. When ever (in senses 1 - 3 ) qualifies an adj. 
or ppl. adj. used attributively, it is almost invari- 
ably hyphened, thus giving rise to an unlimited 
number of quasi - compounds, as ever-abiding, 
-angry, - blooming , - changeful , - dear , -esteemed, etc. 

2570 T. Norton tr. Newels Catech. (2853) 152 The only 
holy and ever-increasing noble fountain. 2580 Sidney 
Arcadia (1622) 236 Mhe euer-noble nature of Leonatus. 
2586 T. B. La Primaud Fr. Acad. (2589) 1. 47 Philosophic 
. .is. .to lead us to the eternall fruition of our supreme and 
ever-abiding good^ 1588 Shaks. L. L. L. i. i. 268 My euer 
esteemed dutie prickes me on. 1590 T. Watson Poems 
(1870) 159 Yee seaunfold flames, whose euer-circling fires 
maintain this earth. 2590 Spenser F. Q. i. i. 39 Cynthia 
still doth steepe In silver deawhis ever-drouping bed. 1599 
T. M[oufet] Silkwormes 46 The Vulture gnawing stil That 
euer-dying euer-Iiuing wretch, 2604 Shaks. Oth. 111. iii. 463 
Witnesse you euer burning Lights aboue. 2620 — Temp. 

I. ii. 289 Thy grones Did .. penetrate the breasts Of euer- 
angry Beares. 2622 Drayton Poly-olb. 1. Notes 2 0 euer- 
happie lies .. By Nature strongly fenc’d, c 1630 Drumm. 
of Hawth. Poems Wks. 32 Ethereal princes, ever-conquer- 
ing bands. 2642 Milton Ch. Govt. 1. vi, God . . brought 
forth . . that beneficent and ever-distributing office of dea- 
cons. 1648 Hamilton Papers 1 1880) 274 My euer honored 
Lord, a 1650 Crashaw (J.\ Panting murmurs, still’d out 
of her breast That ever-bubbling Spring. 2659 (title) 
Golden Remains of the Ever Memorable John Hales. 
2682 Dryden Medal 24 Oh, could the style that copied 
every grace . . have formed his ever-changing will, a 2687 
Waller Wks. (1729) 183 (Jod.) What our earth, and 
what our heav'n denies. Our everconstant friend, the sea 
supplies. 1685 Dryden Misc. 11. 72 To treat thy 
evercraving Mind With ev’ry Blessing. 2703 Rowe Fair 
Penit . 11. i, Oh ! hear me, hear your ever faithful creature 1 
a 2722 Ken Hymnotheo Poet. Wks. 1721 III. 74 Their drink 
from ever-dropping Trees is rain’d. 2722-4 Pope Rape Lock 

II. 66 The skies, Where light disports in ever-mingling dyes. 
1715 — Iliad ii. {1019' The fierce Pelasgi . . March from 
Larissa’s ever-fertile Ground. 1741 Richardson Pamela 
(1824) I. 227 My ever-dear and ever-honoured father and 
mother- 174^ Armstrong Preserv. Health lit. 427 (Jod.) 
Th’ ever-varying circle of the day. 2744 Thomson A utumn 
812 The melting snows, and ever-dripping fogs. 2786 Burns 
Ded. to G. Hamilton, O’er the harp pale Misery moans, And 
strikes the ever-deep’ning tones. 2797 Mrs. Radcliffe 
Italian i. The City and Bay of Naples, an ever-moving 
picture. 2808 Han. More Calebs 1 . 402 (Jod.) Its versatile 
temper, and its evernew resources. 2812 Byron Ch. Bar. 
1. 1, The ball-piled pyramid, the ever-blazing match. Portend 
the deeds to come. 1827 Keble Chr.Y. Quinquagesima i, 
Brightening in ever-changeful bloom. 2842 Manning Serm. 
(1848) I. xxiv. 354. They, .declined also the ever-ready spirit 
of a Christian life. 1852 Tennyson Wellington 70 Ever- 
echoing avenues of song. 1866 Kingsley Herew. II. xxii. 
372 A life literally new, ever-renewing, ever-expanding and 
eternal. 1866 J. H. Newman Gerontius ii. 14 Fainter and 
more faint the accents come. As at an ever- widening interval. 
x 858 Darwin in Life Left. (1887) III. 75 My ever-re* 
current uncomfortable sensations. 


b. Occasionally prefixed to a passive inf. (pre- 
ceded by to), forming an attrib. adj. 

2815 Mrs. Pilkington Celebrity II. 91 This dear and 
ever-to-be-lamented parent. 

< 3 . Prefixed to sbs. denoting action or state, rare • 

2665 J. Serjeant Sure footing in Chr. 76 The Proper 
Cause must be an ever-delivery. Ibid. 206 The ever-con- 
tinuance or uninterruptedness of Tradition. 

II. Special Combinations : ever-being a., that 
always is ; hence f everbeingness ; f ever blov- 
ing vbl. sb. [f. bleve, Beleave zl], everlastingness ; 
everbrown sb., a plant always brown (humorously 
after evergreen) ; + ever-erescent a., ? growing 
in whatever place ; *j* ever- durable a., destined 
to last for ever ; f ever-glooming a., involved in 
perpetual gloom ; f ever -grow (see quot). See 
also the main-words, Ever-blessed, -during, etc. 

2655 Gouge Comm. Heb. i. 8 The greek word here trans- 
lated ever, aiiava, according to the notation signifieth *ever- 
being (aei ). 2674 N. Fairfax Bulk 4* Selv. 24 Gods whole 
eternity rightly taken, .is. .one only everbeing now. 2839 
Bailey Pectus xx. (1848) 233 A bride of God, And handmaid 
of the Everbeing One. 1674 N . Fairfax Bulk 4- Selv. 1 3 Such 
words to set forth Gods *ever-beingness by, as may lie sure 
to shut out formerness and afterness. 1340 AyeuR 105 pet 
uerste word [Pater] ous ssewep pe langnesse of his *eure- 
bleuinge. 1838 Dickens Nick. Nick, ii, The scanty box, 
and stunted *everbrowns, and broken flower-pots, .are 
scattered mournfully about. 1650 Bulwer Anthropomet. 
272 The Organs of the Practique Intellect are to rectifie 
and regulate the excrescent, supercrescent, and *fcver-cre~ 
scent parts. 1664 H. More Myst. Jniq. 386 A third Angel . . 
denounces most direfull and *ever-durable torments to those 
that worship the Beast and his Image. 1592 Kyd .V/. Trag. 
1. in Hazl. Dodsley V. 9 Through dreadful shades of *ever- 
glooming night. 2676 Grew Anat. Plants iv. 1, v. § 1 And 
an *Evergrow, is a degree above an Evergreen : here, the 
Buds and young Sprigs, do only live ; there, they grow and 
are put forth. 

E:ver-ble*ssed s a. 

a. Always enjoying blessedness, b. Worthy to 
be always blessed or adored. Also absol. (quasksA) 

a 2722 Ken Hymnarium Poet. Wks. 2722 II. 6 The 
thought. .Which on their Spirits was impress’d, When they 
beheld the Ever-bless’d. a 2722 — Hymnotheo, ibid. III. 
375 The Pray’r flew first of Mary ever-bless’d, Her Love 
in vigorating all the rest. 2738 Wesley * All praise to 
Him ’ v, And bless the Ever-bless’d. 2842 Manning Serm, 
(1848) I. xiii. 179 The power of the ever-blessed Trinity. 

E : ver-du'ring, a. arch. [f. Ever adv. + 
During ppl. #.] Always enduring, everlasting. 

1382 Wyclif Isa. xxiv. 5 For thei . . scatereden the euere 
durende [1388 euerlastynge] bond. 1480 Robt. Devyll 2133 
The paynes of hell, that ys euer durynge. 1541 Coverdale 
tr. BullingeVs Old Faith xi. (1624)91 This only true and 
everduring salvation. 2667 Milton P. L. vn. 206 Heav’n 
op’nd wide Her everduring Gates. ^ 2725-6 Pope Odyss. 
vn. 306 Let instant death surprize With ever-during shade 
these happy eyes ! 2784 Cowper Task v. 710 Sculpture . . 
Gives bond in stone and ever-during brass. 2847 Macaulay 
Misc. Poems (i860) 432 The ever-during plant whose bough 
I wear. 1854 J. S. C. Abbott Napoleon (5855) I. xxiv. 391 
That civil code, .will remain an ever-during monument of 
his labors. 

Hence Ever-dxfringxtess. 

2867 Bushnell Mot. Use Dark Th. 327 The sense of our 
ever-duringness comes through no speculation about the 
matter of dateless continuance. 

t £:vere*ffc, adv. Obs . [f. Ever adv . + Eft 
adv.] Ever after; ever since, thenceforth. Also 
Evereft afterward, evereft more. 

1297 R. Glouc. (1724) 281 A uayre abbey . .pat evereft aj> 
ylaste. c 1290 Lives Saints (2887) 316 Eueref Aftur-ward. . 
Of pondre huy beoth so sore a-ferd. c 1315 Shqreham 124 
Evereft more a-Iyve to ben, And nevere eft to deyge. 

Everglade (e-vo^gl^d). U.S. [?f. Ever adv. 
+ Glade. 

The formation is irregular, and the intended etymological 
sense uncertain; peril, ever was used to mean ‘inter- 
minable’.] 

A marshy tract of land mostly under water and 
covered in places with tall grass ; chiefly in pi. as 
the name of a large swampy region of South 
Florida. Also attrib ., as Everglade kite {Rostrha- 
mus sociabilis), a bird inhabiting the everglades of 
Florida and other parts. Everglade State, 
Florida. . 

1827 Tanner Map Florida, Extensive Inundated Region 
* . generally called the Everglades. 1837 J, L. Williams 
Florida 23 The back country presents a singular alterna- 
tion of savannas, hammocks, lagoons, and grass ponds, 
called altogether the Everglades. 1841 in Webster. 2841 
Catlin N. A mer. Ind.il. xxxvi. 33 Her [Florida’s] swamps 
and everglades , .gloom the thoughts of the wary traveller. 
2856 Olmsted Slave States 153 A very large purchase had 
been made by one company in the Florida everglades. 2860 
Darwin in Life <$• Lett. (18871 1 1 . 300 All the pigs being 
black in the Everglades of Virginia. 

Evergreen (ewmgrfm), a, and sb. [f. Ever 
adv. + Green,] A. adj. 

1. Always green. 

[*555 Eden Decades 196 Certeyne trees which contynewe 
ever greene and neuer lose theyr leaues. ] 1796 H. Hun per 
tr. St. Pierre's Stud. Nat. (2799) III. 409 Magnificent 
coursers pasture, -in the ever-green valleys. 2860 Maury 
Phys. Geog. Sea x. § 462 Were the sea fresh . . Ireland would 
never have presented those ever-green shores. 

b. fig. Always fresh, never-failing. 

2871 Echo 23 Feb., One could not help being struck with 
the evergreen good humour of the French. 
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2 . Of trees, shrubs, etc. : Having green leaves 
all the year round ; opposed to deciduous. 

In trees of this kind, the leaves of the past season remain 
on the tree, until the new ones are completely formed, as in 
the holly, holly-oak, ptne, etc. 

16.7s. M ilton Samson 1735 Shade Of laurel ever-green, and 
branching palm. 1712 J. James tr. Le Blond’s Gardening 
186 When your Ever-green Trees and Shrubs are got to 
same Height 1845 Florists Jrnl. 156 It [Arctostnphylos 
nltida] forms a handsome evergreen shrub five or six feet 
high. 1884 Bower & Scott De Barfs Phaner. # Ferns 
535 The evergreen Jasmines; 

b. Of leaves : Lasting till the next season. 

1776 Withering Brit. Plants (1796' II. an Hex. Leaves 
surrounded by a strong woody border ; tough, shining, ever- 
green. 1861 Miss Pratt F tower. PL III. 357 Leaves, 
which are often rigid and evergreen. 

B. sb. 1 . An evergreen tree or shrub. Cf. A. 2. 
1644 Evelyn Mem. (18571 1 . 87 The Isle of Corsica, and 
St Remo, where the shore is furnished with evergreens, 
oranges, citrons, and date-trees. *676 Grew Anat. Plants 
iv. 1. v. f i An Evergreen, is one degree above a Plant 
which is simply Perennial: of This, only the Trunk and 
Buds live all the Winter ; of That, also the Expanded 
Leaves, a 1711 Ken bjymnotkeo Poet Wks. III. 1x6 He 
to a Thicket lead, With ever-greens and downy Moss be- 
spread. 1813 Sir H. Davy Agric. Chem. (1814) 67 The 
cause of the preservation of the leaves of evergreens through 
the winter is not accurately known. 1828 Scott Let. Bah 
lantyne Jan., in Lockhart, She has no business in a ball 
room but to be ranged against the wall as an evergreen. 1848 
Macaulay Hist. Eng. I. 162 Christmas had been., the 
season.. when every house was decorated with evergreens. 
Jig. 1878 E. Jenkins H aver holme 98 Lady Willowgrove 
; . was an evergreen. She had been a distinguished figure 
in society for three generations. 

2 . altrib. 

1825 J. Neal Bra, Jonathan II. 31 The evergreen tribe. 
1841 W. Spalding Italy fy It. 1 st, III. 3x9 The peculiar 
tints of the evergreen region disappear. Deciduous oaks 
and horse-chestnuts become prevalent. 

b. In names of various trees, shrubs, etc., as 
Evergreen Alkanet , Magnolia , Spurge laurel ; 
Evergreen Oak, the Holm Oak ( Quercus Ilex). 

0:1682 Sir T.. Browne Tracts 62 He found the Ilex, or 
Evergreen oak in many places. 1861 Miss Pratt Flower. 
PI. IV. 51 Evergreen Alkanet.. is a stout bristly plant, .its 
leaves are of rich, deep green colour. 1867 Lady Herbert 
Cradle L. via r68 Terebinth or evergreen oak here and 
there gave a graceful shade. 1882 Garden 8 July 27/3 The 
Evergreen Magnolia, .is too well known to need description. 
Hence E ver greenness. 

1882 3 W. E. Baxter Winter in India vii. 68 The ever- 
greenness of Indian trees is one of the most striking features 
of the country. 
tE*vering. Ohs. 

1641 Best Farm. Bk$. (18561 107 These rammers are made 
of old everinges [Glossary, The rounds of a waggon], har- 
rowe balls, or such like thinges as have holes. 

f Everla*stable, a. Obs. [f. Ever adv. + 
Last v. + - able.] Capable of lasting for ever. 

1548 Gest Pr. Masse 105 Christes churche iseverlastable. 
Everlasting (evajlcrstiq), a. and sb. [f. Ever, 
adv. + Lasting.] A. adj. 

1 . Lasting for ever ; infinite in future duration ; 
endless ; = Eternal A. 3. 

1340 Ayenh. 189 Guab ye acorsede in-to pe greate uere 
eurelestinde ine belle. 1509 Paternoster, Ave, # Creed 
Aiij, I trowe in y ! .. forgyuenes of synnes agen rysynge 
of flesshe, and enerlastynge lyf. 1552 Lyndesay Monarche 
iv. 5145 Thay depart from cair and cummer. .Ty 11 Ioy and 
euirlestand lyfe. 1605 Shaks. Macb. it. iii. 22 Some . . that 
goe the Primrose way to th’ euerlasting Bonfire, a 1668 
Denham ( J. ), What a trifle is a moment's breath, Laid in 
the scale with everlasting death 1 1738 S. Hayward Serin. 
i. 2 We are in danger of falling into everlasting miser}*. 
1781 Cowper Truth 41 Too busy . . to wait On the sad 
theme, their everlasting state. 1837 Carlyle Sart. Res. 11. 
ix, Love not pleasure; love God. This is the Everlasting 
Yea. 1838 Lytton Let la 1. v, I would all the gold of eartti 
were sunk into the everlasting pit. 

b. Extended to the full sense of the L. xtermts, 
so as to imply past as well as future eternity; 
-= Eternal A. r. (In the examples following 
this sense is merely contextual ; but cf. from ever- 
lasting in B. 1.) ' : 

1382 Wyclif Gen. xxi. 33 Abraham, .inwardli clepide..the 
name of euerlastynge God. 1535 Coverdai.e ibid., And 
Abraham . . called vpon the name of the Lords y euerlast- 
inge God. x$j 8 Gude $ Godlie Ball. u868) 127 Thaw onlie 
Maker of all thing, Thou euerlastand licht i6ir Bible 
Isa. ix. 6 The mightie God, The euerlasting Father, 

2 . Used hyperbolically or in relative sense, Cf. 

Eternal 4. 

1382 W yclif Ezek. xxxv. 9, I shall by take thee into wil- 
dernessis euerlastynge {solitudines sempiternas ]. c 1400 
Bestr. Troy 9569 Ye worship might haue, With a lose euer- 
lastond, when your lvff endis. c 1460 Fortescue Abs. # 
Lim. Mon. 11714) 84 To make their Rewards, everlasting in 
ther Heyrs. c 1532 Dewks Introd, Fr. in Palsgr. 10x9 To 
. . Henry . . kyng . . of all Engkmde . . be laude everlastyng, 
honour without ende. *628 Hobbes Thncyd.% 1822* 13 It [this 
history] is compiled rather for an everlasting possession than 
to be rehearsed for a prize. 1734 Pope Ess. Man iv. 284 
See Cromwell, damn'd to everlasting fame ! 183* Lytton 
Eugene A. 1. x, The rivulet, .descends from the everlasting 
mountains. 1839 De Quincey Recoil. LakesNfVs. 1862 II. 
217 These mighty gates of everlasting rock. 1873 Slang 
Diet. s. v.. The barefooted children about Seven Dials . . 
are said to wear everlasting shoes and stockings. Ever- 
lasting staircase, the treadmill. 1882 Miss Braddqn Mnt. 
Royal I. iii. 79 It is the most everlasting kind of beauty, 
is it not?' 

b. Constant, perpetual, unceasing. Often im- 


plying weariness or disgust : Interminable, end- 
lessly recurring ; = Eternal A. 4 b. 

1688 S. Penton Guardian’s Instruct. 28 What . . were the 
Occasions of the present great Contempt of Matrimony . . 
The everlasting Din of Mother-in-law. 1716 Lady M. W. 
Montague Lett. I. vi, 19 The foundation of these everlast- 
ing disputes turns entirely upon rank. 1725 De F oe Coy. 
round World 11840) 269 It is never dark here, you are now 
come to the country of everlasting day. 180s Southey 
Thalaba v. xxii, From Ait's bitumen-lakes . . ascends That 
everlasting roar. 2833 Ht, Martineau Brooke Farm vii. 
87 There was an everlasting boiling, of the kettle in the 
morning, the potatoes for dinner, and the kettle again _ in 
the afternoon. 1837 Lytton E. Maltrav. 4 On which 
there hung an everlasting frown. 1838-9 Hallam Hist. 
Lit . I. i. 1. § 38. 35 The tedious descriptions of spring, and 
the everlasting nightingale. 

3 . Indefinitely durable, that will ‘never’ wear 
out (see B. 3). Everlasting trimming : an em- 
broidered edging for underclothing. 

1590-1607 [see B. 3], 1882 Daily News 4 Mar., The de- 
mand is fully maintained for everlasting trimmings. Mad. 
I can recommend this material ; it’s everlasting wear. 

4 . In various plant-names : a. Retaining shape 
and colour when dried ; as in Everlasting Flower , 
a name given to some species of Cudweed ( Gna - 
phalium ), but more commonly to various species 
of Hclichrysum ; cf Fr. immortelle ; + Ever- 
lasting Life : ‘ American Cudweed ’ ( Antennaria 
margaritacea). b. Perennial ; as in Everlasting 
Pea (. Lathyrus latifolius and other species), f Ever- 
lasting Grass ( Onobryckis saliva , Sainfoin). 

1677 Plot Oxjordsh. 154 Commonly called Samctfoin or 
Everlasting grass. 1705 Tate tr. Cowley’s Hist. Plants (J. >, 
Witness the everlasting-pease and scarlet bean. 1772-84 
Cook Coy. (1790) II. 391 The everlasting-flower, .when it is 
plucked it cannot be perceived to fade. 1783 Ainsworth 
Lai. Did. (Morell) 1. s. v., Life everlasting, Gnaphalium 
Americanum. 1861 S. Thomson Wild FI. m. (ed. 4) 200 
The yellow meadow vetchling, or everlasting pea. 1877 
M. Arnold Poems , Heine’s Grave, Crisp everlasting- 
flowers, Yellow and black, on the graves. 1882 Garden 
25 Mar. 202/2 The Everlasting Flowers . . are all beautiful 
border plants. 

5 . quasi-twfo. » Everlastingly 2 and 4. fa. 
For ever, throughout eternity {obs.). b. US. 
slang. Very, exceedingly, excessively. 

1482 Monk of Evesham (Arb.) 67 Some of hem contynued 
in euyll. .and now they be euerlasting dampde. 1692 Wash- 
ington tr. Milton’s Def. Pop. x. (iSyr) 228 This everlasting 
talkative Advocate of the King. ? 18 . . 1 Maj. Jack Down- 
ing’ May Day in N. Yo?‘k in Bartlett Diet. Amer.), New 
Y’ork is an everlasting great concern. 

B. absol. (quasi-jA) and sb. 

1 . absol. a. In phrases For everlasting: for all 
future time, in perpetuity. To everlasting : to all 
eternity, b. Subsequently with extension as in 
A. 1 b : From everlasting : from all eternity. 

c 1340 Cursor M. 4188 (Fairf.) pai wille him lede in-to fer 
lande to be jpair bonde for euer-lastande. 1535 Coverdale 
Ps. xcii [xciii], 2 From that tytne forth hath thy seate bene 
prepared, thou art from euerlastinge. a 1600 Hooker (J.), 
We are in God through, .the love which is born towards us, 
from, everlasting. i6ix Bible Ps. xc. 2 Euen from euer- 
lasting to euerlasting thou art God. 1715 De Foe Fam. 
Instruct, r. 1.(1841) I. 19 You will learn that God is from 
the _ beginning, and to the end, from everlasting to ever- 
lasting. 1719 Watts Ps. xc,, From everlasting thou art 
God To endless years the same. 1828 K. Digby Braadst. 
Hon. (1846V II. Tancredus 6 It [chivalry] is now enlisted in 
the cause of truth and goodness . . to reign for everlasting. 
1873 Sy.monds Grk. Poets x. 317 Love and beauty have be- 
longed to men from everlasting. 

2 . The Everlasting: God, the Eternal. 

1382 Wyclif Prov. viii. 23 Of the euere last ende [? mis- 
translation of ah seiernd\ I am ordeyned. .er the erthe shulde 
be maad [1388 Fro with out bigynnyng ; 1611 from ever- 
lasting]. 1602 Shaks Ham , 1. ii. 131 Oh. .that the Euer- 
lasting had not fix't His Cannon 'gainst selfe-slaughter. 

3 . sb. a. A material used in 1 6-1 7th c. for the 
dress of sergeants and catchpoles, app. identical 
with Durance, b. In later times, a strong twilled 
woollen stuff, called also Lasting : see quots., 

The word in quots. 1590 and 1607 may possibly be adj. ; 
the former app. identifies the material of the ‘everlasting 
garment' with buff, but it is not clear whether this means 
buff leather or some woollen substitute for it. 

1590 Shaks. Com. Err. iv. ii 33 A dr. Where is thy Master 
Dromio ? S. Dro. A ditiell in an euerlasting garment bath 
him a fellow all in buffe. 1607 Fletcher Woman-Hater 
iv. H, Were't not for my smooth, soft, silken citizen, I 
would quit this transitory trade, get me an everlasting 
robe, sear up my conscience, and turn sergeant. 1822-35 
D, Booth Analyi. Eng. Diet. I. 184 Lasting, or everlast- 
ing, is a stout closely-woven worsted stuff, dyed black and 
other colours, and very much used for ladies’ shoes. 1837 
Hawthorne Twice-told T. (1851) I. ii 32 They [panta- 
loons]! must have been made of the stuff called 4 everlasting 
<21845 Barham Ingot. Leg., Jerry Jam>is' Wig, A well- 
worn . . jacket, of a stuff by drapers most pseudonymously 
termed ‘everlasting'. 

4. = Everlasting Flower. See A. 4 . 

X794 Martyn Rousseau’s Bet. xxvi 387 There are several 
species both of yellow and white Everlastings. 1864 Gil- 
bert & Churchill Excurs. Dolomite Mts. 350 His hat 
was ornamented; with yellow everlastings. 1871 Ramsay 
Remin. (ed. 18) 17 Wreaths of ‘everlasting’ placed over 
graves as emblems of immortality. 

Everla*stingly, adv. [f. prec. + -ly2.] 

1 - Without end ; for ever ; throughout all future 
time. Also hyperbolically and in relative sense. 


c 1450 Mir our Saluaciomi 4174 To be qwene of alle heven 
now and eure lastyngly. 1526 Pilgr. Per/. (W. de W. 
1531) 179 They, .shall lyue euerlastyngly and neuer dye 
spiritually. 1593 Shaks. Rich . II, 111. ii. 207 lie hate him 
euerlastingly That bids me be of comfort any more. 1631 
Gouge God's Arrows 1. § 34. 35 The favour which they pri- 
marily had with God is everlastingly confirmed. 1715 D& 
Foe Fam. Instruct. 1. r. (1841) I. 12 He punishes them ever- 
lastingly in hell, a 1745 Swift (J.), Many have made them- 
selves everlastingly ridiculous. 1804 Wordsw. To the 
Supreme Being, The fetters of my tongue do Thou unbind. 
That 1 may. .sound thy praises everlastingly. 1865 L. c! 
Clayton Cruel Fortune III. 67 If you could lend me half 
a sov., I should be everlastingly obliged to you. 

b. Through all past and future time, ‘from 
everlasting to everlasting’, f Also, Throughout 
all past time (obs.). 

1587 Golding De Mornay vii. 91 Againe, haue they [the 
two Sexes] bin euerlastingly but two, or euerlastingly mo 
than two? 1594 Hooker Eccl. Pol. 1. v. (1611) 11 God . ... 
who. .euerlastingly is whatsoeuer he may be. 1594 Cakew 
Huartis Exam. Wits (1616) 90 God was not made at anie 
time, in as much as he is euerlastinglle vnbegotten. i860 
Pusey Min. Propk. 428 God’s ways are everlasting, ordered 
everlastingly, existing everlastingly in the Divine Mind. 

2 . With perpetual recurrence; continually, con-, 
stantly, incessantly ; = Eternally 3. 

1826 Cobbett Rur. Rides (1885) II. 104 They are ever- 
lastingly railing against the working people. 1856 Lever, 
Martins ofCro ' M. 526 The rights of property everlastingly 
put in dispute. 1870 Miss Bridgman R. Lynne I. vi. 93 
Everlastingly running up and down from town. 

8 . Beyond measure ; immeasurably, excessively. 
(Common in U. S. slang.) 

Everlastingness (evaikrstignes). [f. as 
prec. 4- -ness.] 

1 . The quality, condition, or fact of being ever- 
lasting (see the senses of the aclj.). a. In etymo- 
logical senses : Endless existence ; perpetual con- 
tinuance; unlimited durability, b. In extended 
sense — Eternity i : The having neither beginning 
nor end of existence. 

a. 1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. viri. ii. (1495) 300 The 
nobilyte ofheuen. in purenesse and euerlastyngnes. ^1440 
Prontp. Parv. 144 Evyrlastyngnesse, etemitas. 1580 Hol- 
lyband Treas. Fr. Tong, PerpetuitS, euerlastingnesse, 
1648 Herrick Hesper., To Sir R. Stone, No lesse Strong 
than the heavens lor everlastingnesse. 1656 Jeanes Mixt. 
Schol. Div. 50 A perswasion of the souies everlastingnesse 
is needfull. 1664 Evelyn Sylva ( 1776) 343 The everlasting- 
ness of the wood [Cypress], 1730 6 Bailey (folio) Ever- 
lastingness, durable nature. 1850 Lynch Theo. Trin. ii. 
20 He was meditating Christianity, .and its everlastingness. 
1865 Pusky Truth Eng. Ck. 14 He affirmed the everlast- 
ingness of future punishment. 

b. 1565 Jewel RepL Harding (1611) 225 [Our Lord] 
hath mingled the nature of his owne flesh to the nature of 
his euerlastingnesse vnder the Sacrament. 1587 Golding 
De Mornay iv. 44 He hath neither beginning nor end, 
which thing wee cal Euerlastingnes . . And so Gods being 
is altogether at once, which is y- peculiar propertie of euer- 
lastingnesse. 1880 Cheynk Isaiah I. 242 The idea of the 
Divine everlastingness is one of the primary notes of the 
prophecy. 

2. Infinite time ; = Eternity 2. a. properly, 
The future eternity ; endless duration. Also pi. 
t b. In extended sense : The absolute eternity, 
without beginning or end, or the past eternity 
without beginning (obs.). 

a. 1382 Wyclif Dan, xii. 3 Thei that lemen, or enfour- 
men, manye to ri^twisnesse [shuln shyne] as sterris in to 
euerlastyngnessis. — 2 Pet. iii. 18 To him [Crist] glory 
and now and in to the day of euerela&tingenesse. 1577 tr. 
Ballinger's Decades (1592) 90 And that euerlastingnesse 
verily is perpetual and hath no end. ^1631 Donne Serin. 
ciii. IV. 385 There cannot be two Everlastingnesses in the 
torments of Hell. 1655 Gouge Comm. Helm. 45 This extent 
of the promise to everlastingnesse. 

b- 1388 Wyclif Isa. lvii 15 The Lord . . that dwellith in 
euerlastyngnesse. 1535 Coverdale 2 Esdras viii. 20 Thou 
that dwellcst in euerlastyngnesse. 1579 Tom son Calvin’s 
Semn. Thu. 1039 1 That life was giuen them before all 
euerlastingnesse. 1633 T. Adams Exp. 2 Peter i. 1 Future 
glory was from everlastingness prepared for those servants, 
t Eternity as opposed to time ; the future 
state; eternal welfare. Obs. 

<71430 tr._ T. d Kempis 99 Not sekyng bo hinges hat are 
hyn..ner m tyme, ner m euerlastingnes. 1560 Da us tr. 
Sleidane’s Comm. 240 Thys lyfe tyme is verey shorte and 
vneerten, therefore must they thinke of an euerlastingnes. 
1650 Baxter Saints’ R. iv. v. § 3 What a step is it from 
hence to Everlastingness ? 1681 Glanvill Sadducisnms 1. 

( 1726) 46 If such can barter their souls for Trifles and sell 
Everlastingness for a Moment, 
b. fig. regarded as an entity. 

1627 47 Feltham Resolves i. Ixiv. 197 [These] all prove it 
[a soul] a shoot of Everlastingness. 1655 H. Vaughan Silex 
Scint. 1. 52 My conscience, .felt through all this fleshly 
dresse . Bright shootes of everlastingness. 1846 I. Williams 
Baptistery, Voices 0/ Dead 175 Visiting with starlike 
gleams Of everlastingness. 

t B ; verla' stingty . Obs. rare. [f. as prec - f 
-TY.] Eternity. 

1382 Wyclif Isa. lvii. 15 The he^e Lord wonende the 
euerelastingte [Cf. prec. 2 b]. <71449 Pecock Repr. i. L 7 
Ysaie lvij ‘ where it is seid that God dwelling in euerlast- 
ingte dwellith with a meke. .spirit. 

E-Trer-lrving^ a. 

. I- That lives or will live for ever. 

1547 Coverdale Old Faith x. Wks. (Parker Soc.) I. 73 
Very God and man, the only and everliving Saviour. ■ 1614 
Raleigh Hist. World (J.),. The everliving subjects of his 
[God's] reward and punishment. 1704 Newton Optics (J.)» 


EVEBXY. 

The instinct of brutes and insects can be the effect of 
nothing else than the wisdom and skill of a powerful ever- 
living Agent. 1870 Bryant Iliad II. xv. 77 She found the 
ever-living gods Assembled in the halls of Jupiter. 

■fo. fig. Of a name, fame, etc. : Immortal, 
xggi Shaks. I Hen. FI, iv. iii. 51 That euer-liuing man of 
Memorie, Henrie the fift. 1595 W. Clarke in Shahs. C. 
Praise 15 Everliving praise to her loving Delia, a 1625 
Fletcher . Hum. Lieutenant 1, i, So many idle hours as 
here he loiters, So many ever-living names he loses. 1871 
Morley Voltaire (18861 4 The ever-living gifts of Grecian 
art and architecture and letters. 

2 . quasi-^. 

1601 Breton Blessed Heart v. Wks. (Grosart) 15 While 
the hand of heauen is giuing Comfort from the euer-liuing? 
t E*verly, adv. Obs . or Sc. In 4 everliclie, 
-lyche, evirly. [f. Ever adv. + -ly-.] Always, 
continually. 

£1314 Guy Warm. (A.) 466 His care him neweth euer- 
liche. 1375 Barbour Bruce n. 58 (ed. Innes 1856) He. .Duelt 
in hys chambyr. .With a dark with him evirly [ed. Skeat 
reads anerly]. 

t Evermov Obs. [OE phrase xfn md 
(see Ever and Mo). In the OE. quots. the words 
have their ordinary sense, so that the phraser 
* any longer’, ‘ ever again’ (cf. Evermore 3 c) ; 
but prob. md was also used to emphasize kfre in 
the sense ‘to all future time*; cf. Ger. immer 
always (:—0 H G. io-mer\ immer mehr evermore, 
Fr. jamais ever, never vulgar Lat. jam magis 
‘ iiow more ’).] = next. 

[<7897 K. jElfred Gregorys Past lit. 405 Gif hwelc wif 
forlaet hiere ceorl, & nimS hire oSerne, wenestu recce he 
hire aefre mat a 1000 Csedmons Crist <$• Satan 140 ( Gr. ) 
Ne on }>a beorhtan • sescaeft Ne mot ic aefre ma eagurn 
starian.] a 1200 Moral Ode 106 To def> klemet, and eure 
ma [Trin. Coll. MS. afremo] forlorene. <71200 Vices <V Fir- 
tues (1888) 35 Hie [karitas] seal aeure mo gelasten, aiSer on 
Sessere woreld and ec on dare o 3 re. 1297 R. Glouc. (1724) 44 
Londone he ys now y cieped, and work euermo. c 1380 
Sir Ferumb, 2466 For po was j?e gurdel (?at he com fore 
y-lost for euere-mo. <71386 Chaucer Knt.’s T. 174 In a 
tour, in anguish and in wo, Bwellen this Palamon and eke 
Arcite, For everemo. 1393 Gower Con/. III. 25 For such 
a coke I may go fasting evermo. 

Evermore (evajmo* , i), adv. For forms see 
Ever and More adv. ; sometimes written as two 
words. [A later form of prec., mo being replaced 
by more. ] An emphatic synonym of Ever. 

In poetry the accentuation e’vermore sometimes occurs. 

1. For all future time. Obs. exc. arch. 

c 3:205 Lay. 31051 King Penda , . ijerneS bine sere nu and 
auere maere. c 1250 Gen. 4 Ex. 12 Blisse and soules re$te[n] 
Sat him sal eauermor lesten. 1340 Hampole Pr. Consc. 
6838 It es right bat bai duelle bare, In bat hidus myrknes 
ever-mare. c 1440 Gesta Rom. i. 4 (Harl. MS.) He shalle 
dye in euermore lastynge dethe. c 1470 Henry Wallace 
l 13 Thai half wrocht.. To hald Scotlande at wndyr 
euirmar. 1592 W. Warner in Farr S. P. Eltz. (1845; II. 
379 Disable vs eremore. i6rx Bible John vi. 34 Lord, 
euermore giue vs this bread. 1791 Burns Lament Earl 
Glencairn , Awake thy last sad voice, my harp 1 .. Then 
sleep in silence evermair ! a 1854 Montgomery O where 
shall rest be founds Lest we be banished from thy face And 
evermore undone. 

b. For (f unto) evermore, 
c 1300 Cursor M. 23934 (Edin.) Leuedu.led me wit be for 
bi son for euir mar wit him to won. 1375 Barbour Bruce 1. 
iS5 Gyff thou will hald in cheyff off me For euirmar, 1382 
Wyclif Ecclus. xlviii, 27 He . . comfortede the weilende 
men in Sion, vnto euermor, 1555 Act 2-3 Phil. 4 Mary 
c. 20 § 3 Leases, .shall for evermore pass ana be made under 
. . the Seals of the said Duchy. 1622 S. W abd Woe to Drunk- 
ards (1627) 34 For euer and euer, and if it were possible for 
more than for euer, for euermore. a 1694 Tillotson (J.)» 
Those pleasures which flow from the presence of God for 
evermore. 1850 Tennyson In Mem. xxxiv, My own dim life 
should teach me this, That life shall live for evermore, 

2. Always, at all times, constantly, continually. 

c 1280 A Sarmun in E. E.P. (1862)4 Of helle pine we 

a3t be ware and euer more hit hab in host. *393 Langl. 
P. PI C. xvn. 3 Thei bat haue been hy re by-fore aren 
eueremore poure. i486 Bk. St. Albans Eiija, He [the 
hare] fymaes and crotis and Roungeth euermoore. 1551 
Recorde Patlm. KnenvL n. xlvii, The line. , dothe euer- 
more run within the edge of the circle. 1594 Hooker 
Eccl. Pol. 11. vii. (1611' 73 The minde of man desireth euer- 
more to know the truth. 1632 Lithgow Trav. v. 209 Wilde 
Arabs . . euermore annoy the Turkes. 1668 Culpepper & 
Cole Bartkol. Anat. r. xviii. 48 These Vessels are ever- 
more found in all Bodies. 1801 Southey Thalaba xi. 
xxx vi, Yonder roar . , evermore increasing. Still louder, 
louder, grows. 1850 Lynch Theo. Trin. viti. 138 Lift your 
eyes unto the evermore silent heaven. 

3. With negatives and expressions implying a 
negative : + a. In any degree. Obs. b. At any 
future time. c. (With the full sense of more : in 
this use better written as two words.) Ever again, 
any longer. 

c 1380 Wyclif Serin. Sel. Wks, 1 . 7 Heynes of state makib 
not a man evermore; beter to God. c 1600 Shaks. Sonn. 
xxxvi, I may not evermore acknowledge thee. 1832 Ht. 
Martineau HillSf Fall vi. 85 This circumstance seemed 
to destroy the hope that the works . . could evermore enjoy 
the prosperity which had been their lot. 184a Mrs. Brown- 
ing Grk. Chr. Poets (1863) 139 Not in. England evermore. 

4. quasi-jA 

c 1850 F. T. ' Palgrave 0 Light 0/ Life, Through heaven’s 
great day of evermore. 

1 3 Sve*rr, v. Obs.—° [a. L. everr-ere to sweep- 
out, f. e- out + v err ere to sweep.} (See quot.) 
2623-6 Cockeram, Euerre, to sweepe the house. 
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t Everse, a. Obs. [ad. L. Fvers-m , pa. pple. 
of evertere to overturn.] (See quot.) 

1570 Billingsley Euclid v. Def. xvi. 134 Conuersion of 
proportion (.which of the elders is commonly called euerse 
proportion, or euersion of proportion). 

+ Eve*rse, V. Obs. [f. L. avers- ppl. stem of 
evertere : see Evert.] trans. To overturn, over- 
throw ; = Evert. Also fig. 

c 2430 Lydg. Bochas m. v, (1554) 77 a, Many riche royall 
miglity towne Haue bene euersed . . For sinne of princes 
which that wern lecherous. 1530 Palsgr, 540/2 Fortune 
hath eversed his chaunce upsyde downe. 1662 Glanvill 
Fan. Dogm. iv. 38 The foundation of which Principle .. is 
totally evers’t by the most ingenious Commentator. 

Hence + Eve’rsed //>/. a. 

1584 R. Scot Discern. Witcher, xin. xix. 316 Diuerse sorts 
of glasses .. the cornerd, the inversed, the eversed .. and 
cleare glasses. 

Eversible (iVo’jsib’l), a. [f. L. evers- ppl. 
stem of evert Sre (see Evert) + -ible.] Capable 
of being everted or turned inside out. 

2877 L 1 uxley Anat. Inv. Anitn. iv. 179 The penis is often 
eversible and covered with spines. 1878 Bell tr. Gegen- 
bau&r's Comp. Anat. 383 This latter appendage is eversible. 

Eversion (fvoujbn). [a. OF. eversion, ad. L. 
eversion- em> n. of action f, everUre : see Evert.] 
fl. The action of overthrowing ; the condition 
of being overthrown ; an overthrow, overturning ; 
lit . and fig. Obs. 

c 1470 Harding Chroit. vii. (2822) 33 note, Iason at Troie 
first evercion Caste doun Ilion,. 1536 Bellenden Cron. 
Scot. ( 1821^ I. 58 This nobil realme .. wes neir brocht to 
finall eversione. 1614 T. Adams Devils Banquet 292 Their 
euersion is our conuersion. 2640 Bp. Hall Episc. 1. i. 25 
The restauration of the English Church and eversion of 
Popery. 1678 Wanley Wond. Lit. World 1. xxxiv. 16. 
55/2, I will take from Pollio all future occasion of falling 
into such precipitant eversion of the mind. 2709 Strype 
Ann, Ref. I. Ivii. 625 Disorderly preaching, .tending to the 
eversion of good laws and orders ecclesiastical. 2801 Fuseli 
Led. ArtL 118481 354 Scenes subsequent to the eversion 
of Troy. 2820 S. 'Turner Angto-Sax. {q d. 3) 1 . 11. App. 
545 The fate of the column of the image after its eversion, 
t b. [See quot.) Obs. 

1678 1706 Phillips, Eversion in Rhetorick is the same 
figure, according to Ruffianus, with Epanodus. 

2. f a. gen. The action of turning outwards ; 
opposed to inversion. Obs. 

x6ioGuilum Heraldry 111. xv. (1660)197 TheEveision of 
the taile of the Lyon is an expresse token of his placabilitie 
or tractahlenesse. 

b. Path, and Phys. The action of everting or 
turning (an organ or structure) inside out ; the 
condition of being everted. Eversion of the eye- 
lids = Ectropion. 

1751 Spry in Pkil. Trans. XLIX. 19 The conjunctive be- 
came greatly inflamed, with an eversion of the upper lid. 
2866 Huxley Preh.Rem. Caithn. 100 The increased breadth 
at the latter spot being due to the well marked eversion 
of the tuberosities. 2872 Darwin Emotions y. 121 Dogs, 
in their expressions of fondness, have a slight eversion 
of the lips. 1884 Syd. Soc. Lex., Eversion , in Botany, the 
external protrusion of organs from the cavity in which they 
are developed. 

f 3 . Eversion of proportion — conversion of pro- 
portion : sec Conversion. Obs. 

1570 [see Everse a.]. 

Eversive (xVsusiv), a. [f. L. evers- ppl. stem 
of evertere (see Evert) 4 -ive.] Tending to ever- 
sion or overthrow. Const, of. 

17x7 Wodrow Carr. (1843.) IX. 324 Changing that imposi- 
tion to some other shape, as eversive of the rights of the 
Christian people. 1756 T. Amqry Life % Buncle (1770) I. 
2x6 Schemes, .eversive of true knowledge. 1767 H. Brooke 
Fool o/Qual. ( 1792) III. 250 No man . .can possibly be bound 
by any consents or contracts eversive of the laws of God 
and of their own nature. 179a Geddes Bible Ex. xi. [R, 
Suppx A maxim eversive. .of all justice and morality. 
Evert (fv5‘Jt), v. [ad. L. evert- ere to overturn, 
f. e - out + vert ere to turn.] 
fl. trans. To turn upside down, upset, lit. and 
fig. Obs. rare. 

x6ox B. Jonson Poetaster iv. iv, The very thought Everts 
my soul with passion, 1620 Venner Fia Recta via. 182 To 
end the meale with much drinke, doth by euerting the con- 
coction, cause eructations, a 1693 Urquhart Rabelais in. 
Prof. 6 There did he. .evert it [a tub], invert it, subvert it. 
f 2. To overthrow (a city, temple, enemy, etc.). 
Also absol. Obs. 

1533 Bellenden Livyi. (1822) 53 Legiounis of futemen, 
to evert and cast doun the foresaid ciete to the ground. 
*593 Bilson Govt. Christ's Ch. 312 It is easier to euert or 
disturbe, then to plant or establish- 1599 Nashe Lenten. 
Stifle 50 For feare after he had euerted their foes . . hee 
woulde rauen vp them. 1730-2800 in Bailey. 

b. fig. To overthrow (an empire, government) ; 
to upset (a judgement, argument, doctrine, law, 
etc.); to frustrate (a purpose); rarely, to over- 
throw (a person) in argument. Obs. or arch. 

1538 Starkey England it. ii. 192 The suttylty of one ser- 
geant schal euerte [misprinted enerte) and destroy al the 
jugementys of many wyse men before tyme receyuyd. 
<7x555 Harpsfield Divorce Hen. Fill ^18781 282 He began 
..to evert his fathers .. testament. 2565 Homilies 11. 
Idolatry 11. (1859V 2rx And the noble Empire of Greece 
clean everted. 1581 Savile Agile. (2622) 189 And chiefly 
his great attempts against Germany turning to nothing, 
euerted that purpose. 1600 Holland Livy vm. xxx. 303 
Then hath the master of horsemen .. everted and* over- 
throwne both Dictatonrs Majestie and Militarie disdjdine. 


EVER-Y, 

a x68x ‘Wharton Fasts <$• Pest. Wks. (1683) xx Antiochus. 
Epiphanes , . everted the true worship of God. x686 Goao 
. CelesL Bodies 11. vii. 244 We have everted that Objection. 
2726 Ayliffe Par erg. 175 The Jurisdiction of the Judge is. 
not yet everted and overthrown. 1849 J . Wilson In Blackw.- 
Mag. LXVI. 652, I am overthrown— everted— subverted — 
i the contradiction is flagrant. 1872 J. Walker Scot. Tkeol. 

<$• Theolog. iv. ( 1S88) 100 They clearly evert the fundamentals. 

f 3 . To draw or turn out of the way; to turn 
aside. Also fig. Obs. 

X578 Banister Hist. Man iv. 50 This muscle, .hauying in 
office to euerte the foote to the in ter ion r partes. 1650 
Baxter Saints’ R. i. viii. (1662) 141 The Will is thus everted 
from the fore-mentioned Objects. 

4 . To turn the inner surface of (the eyelid, etc.) 
outwards ; to turn inside out. 

1804 [see Everted ppl. a.}. 1821 T. Sandwith Obserzi. 

Med. Snrg. 99 The cheeks drawn downward in such a 
manner as to evert the lower eye-lids. 1839 Todd Cycl. 
A not. 1 1 . 38/1 The gullet and part of the stomach [of star- 
fish] are usually everted, protruded, and applied round the* 
object to be swallowed. 1872 Darwin Desc. Man 1 1 . xviii. 
281 Muscles for everting the sack, and for closing or open- 
ing the orifice. 1879 Harlan Eyesight v. 51 It is a very 
simple and easy thing to evert the eyelid. 

Evertebral (/vsut/bral), a. Anat. [f. E- prefix 
+ L. vertebr-a + -al ; cf. Vertebral.] Not verte- 
bral ; not of the nature of, or not connected with, 
the vertebral column. 

1878 Bell Gegenbauers Comp. Anat. 447 The anterior, or 
evertebral portion [of the cranium]. 

Evertebrate (zVout/br^t), a. and sb. Zool. [f. 
E- prefiP + L. vertebra + -ate* ; cf. Vertebrate.]- 
= Invertebrate. 

1883 A. Leslie tr. NordensldSld’s Voy. Vega 97 The 
dredging yielded. ,a large number of marine evertebrates. 

E vertebrate (zv 5 *iti”br^t), v. [f. as prec. -h 
-ATE 3 .J trans. To deprive of the backbone. 

1880 Times 28 Apr. 7/6 Professor Odling complained, .that 
the statute had been * evertebrated and eviscerated'. 

Everted (zVauted), ppl. a. [f. Evert + -ed 7 ,] 
Turned outwards or inside out. 

1786 R. Smith in Microcosm No. 3 Even these [persons] 
would . . be absolutely taken ill of an everted coal-box. 
2804 Abernethy Surg.Observ. 83 And turns over the everted 
edges of the opening. 1836 Todd Cycl. Anat. I. 225/x 
When cut longitudinally, the inner surface of the arteries 
does not become everted. 1859 R. F. Burton Centr. Afr. 
in Jml. Geog. Soc. XXIX. 53 The lips are tumid and 
everted. x866 Huxley Preh. Rem. Caitkn. 130 The jugal 
arches of the European are hardly ever, if ever, so wide and 
everted as those of some Esquimaux. 1878 Grove Diet. 
Mns. I. 210 Bell , the everted opening in which most wind 
instruments terminate. 

Eve*rting, vbl. sb. [f. as prec. + -ingT] The 
action of the vb. Evert ; in quot. - ‘throwing off*. 

x6xx Speed Hist. Gt. Brit. ix. xi. (1632) 680 What will not 
money, .doe; with corrupt dispositions, euen to euerting of 
all bands of either religious or ciuill duties. 

Every (e-vari, eVri), sb. Also 4 enr. [Var. 
form of EaverI.] Rye grass [Lolium perenne). 

14. . tr. Higden (Rolls) VII. 525 (Harl. MS. 1900) Of whete 
and of eur’ that som men clepeth darnel. *863 Barnes 
Dorset Gloss. (Philol. Soc.), Every or ever-grass. 

Every (ewsri, ev’ri), a. (quasi-/zwz.) Forms: 
a. 1 asfre eelc, 2 efrec, 3 sever 8elc(li, sefreett, 
ever ech., evreebe, 3-6 evere, (5 evre). 3 
ever ulc, 3-6 ©v(e)rilc, -il(k(e, (3, 4-5 north . 
evere -ile, -ilke). 7. 2 8ev(e)ric, sewric, efri, 3 
eaver euch, eev-, eavriclie, a-, efri(c(b, eev-, 
av-, everibc, 3-6 evericli(e, -yebe, (4 evreicb, 
everuob(e, 5 evirycb, evyriche, 6 ewerik), 
4-7 everi(e, -ye, (4 evri, 6 ewry), 4- every. 
Also 5 ery, 8 (in verse and colloq.) e’ery. [OE, 

; seffe fclc , *mfre ylc : see Ever adv- and Each. 

The OE. die, ylc, was a compound of a, synonymous with 
sefre ; but, owing to umlaut and contraction, the etymologi- 
cal force of the word had become obscured, and afire was 
prefixed in order to express more distinctly the ori|JnaI 
sense.^ Although the phrase was always written in OE. (.as 
sometimes in ME.) as two words, it had in 10th c. already 
come to be felt as a compound, and when it is governed by 
a prep, this is placed before the first of the two words. The 
forms marked a descend from afire die, And the 0 forms, 
including the mod. every, from dfreylc. It does not appear 
that dfre was prefixed to the other two words, dr&hwilc and* 
yihivilc, which enter into the history of Each. J ^ 

'X. 'As adf. used alt rib . .... 

1 . Used to express distributively the sense that is 
expressed collectively by all. 

Originally this sense was expressed by each, from which 
every differed only in emphasizing the element of univer- 
, sality in the signification. Thus Wyclif writes * mepp- 
. langour' ■ and ecke sekenesse,’ it being ''unnecessary to repeat? ■ ' 
the emphasis. ■ ■: When every had ceased to be recognizable 
as a compound, of each, the two.. .'.words were at first often! 7 
used somewhat indiscriminately, but their functions, were 
gradually differentiated. In mod. usage, every directs at- 
tention chiefly to the totality, each chiefly to the individuals 
Composing it. It may also be observed that each usually 
refers to a numerically definite group, in contrast to the 
indefinite universality expressed by every : thus * Each theory 
is open to objection * relates to an understood enumeration 
of theories, but ‘ Every theory is open to objection * refers 
to all theories that may exist, 

a. followed immediately by a sb., or by a sb; 

; preceded by a descriptive adj. ; occas. with vb, in pit 
W ulfstan Hom .\ (Napier) 20 ACfre aelcne neode [Man! 
SesernaS to gode sylfum ymbe. O. E. Chron. an. X014 And 
: aefre aelcne Deniscne cyng, utlah of EngJa lande ^ecwaedoiv 
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<7x175 Lamb, Horn. 135 JEuriche sunendeie, and o3re he3e 
da3en. Ibid, 139 Efri cristenne Mon. a xzoo Moral Ode 
dsiTrin. MS.) Africh man mid j?at he haueS mai bugge 
heueriche. <71205 Lay. 2378 For euer ulc [0 1275 euerech] 
god mon ah his lauerdes heste to do. Ibid. 25299 <f£uer aelc 
swein. <2x225 A tier. R. 4 Rihten hire and smeften hire is 
» .of efrich ordre J?e god. c 1230 Halt Meid 13 Eauer euch 
wifis hire were J?ral. 1258 Proclam. Hen. II I , And al on 
J>0 ilche worden is isend in to aeurihee o)>re sheire. a 2300 
Cursor M. 3309 Euer ilk fote mi'ht he noght blinne, To bihold 
pat fair maydene. c 1340 Ibid, 761 (Trin.) Wommon telle 
me whi )?at ^e eten not al comynly In paradis of euer 
vche tre? ? <21400 Morte Arth. 212 In ewer-ilk aperty 
pyghte with precyous stones. <71400 Beryn 1779 The ®tvr- 
geyse toke a-visement long on euerydrau3te. c 1450 Merlin 
fv. 65 Eueriche man to brynge with hym his wyf. 1500 20 
Dunbar l Quhome to sail / complene my wo’ ix, Fra ever- 
ilk mowth fair wirdis proceidis. a 1535 More On the Pas- 
sion Wks. 1299/1 Euery fynger shalbe a thombe. 1558 Q. 
Kennedy Compend. Tract, in Wodr. Soc. Misc. (18441 «7. 
Bot everilk faithfull minister to besto we the grace quhilk 
God hes gevin hym. 1588 J. Harvey Prophecies 51 Every 
right woonder, such as Moises and Elisaeus used, were 
neither fained apparences, or, etc. 1606 G. W[oodcocke] 
tr. Justin’s Hist. 16 a, Discending amongst euery private 
Captaine. 1610 Shaks. Temp. 1. i. 62 Hee’l he hang’d yet, 
Though euery drop of water sweare against it. a 1618 
Raleigh in Walton Angler (1653) 67 If all the world and 
love were young, And truth in every Shepherds tongue? 
1.711 E. Ward Valgus Brit. viii. 89 E’ery willing Hero. 
1763 Garrick in Column's Posik. Lett. (1820) 240 They have 
dug up Every Utensil that were in use among the Romans, 
1796 Hist. Ned Evans II. 105 Every inhabitant, male and 
female, young and old, was assembled. 1820 Southey 
Life Wesley I. 393 To see every person in his class at least 
once a week. 1848 Macaulay Hist. Eng. I. 279 In every 
experimental science there s a tendency towards perfection. 
i860 Mrs. Carlyle Lett, III, 34 Feeling better in every 
way. 1879 Lockyer Elem.Astron. ix. 1. 307 Every particle 
of matter attracts every other particle. 

b. preceded by a possessive pronoun. 

1588 Shaks. L. L. L . iv. i. 87, 1 prophane my heart on thy 
euerie part. 1610 — Temp . n. i. 257 A space whose 
eu’ry cubit Seemes to cry out, how, etc. 1611 — Cymb. j. 
iv. 49 Then a young Traueller. .?n my euery action to be 
guided by others experiences. 1682 Dryden & Lee JDk. 
Guise n. ii, Your every Grace Will kill at least your thousand 
in a day. 1702 Rowe Tamerl. 1. i. There my Thoughts 
my every Care is center’d. 1748 Richardson Clarissa (1811) 
III. 97 Her every moment to find the moment critical. 1798 
Jane Austen Northang. Abb. <1866) 95. 1812 Coleridge in 
Southey Omniana II. 234 The ungrateful traitor, whose 
every measure has been to make them still more incapable. 
1835 Beckford Recoil. 146 Anger pervaded his every look 
and gesture. 1870 Lowell Study Wind. 87 The American- 
ism of his every thought, word and act. 1879 J . W. Sherer 
Who is Mary l 258 She turned her love over in its every 
aspect. 

c. with a superl. adj. (preceded by the) inter- 
posed before the sb. Obs. or arch. (The sense 
would now be expressed by even the least , etc., 
treated as a parenthesis). 

1620 J. King Serm. 28 Euery the least remembrance. 
1659 Bp. Walton Consid. Considered 73 In all the Copies 
extant, .every the least iota and tittle is to be found. 1785 
Mas. A. M. Bennett Juvenile I ndiscr,(x'jZ6yY.xij Strict 
adherence to every the minutest part of their customs and 
religion. 1806-7 J* Beresford Miseries Hum. Life (1826) 
h X, Every the most minute article. 1837-8 Sir W. Hamil- 
ton Logic xv. (1866) 1. 277 Every, the most complex, web 
of thought may be reduced to simple syllogisms. 

+ d. with a or an before the sb. Obs. 
a 1300 Cursor M. 510 (GQtt.) Icmays. .fourti mile euerilk 
a day. c 1325 Pol. Songs (1839) 157 Everuch a parosshe heo 

S dketh in pyne. 1352 Minot Poems x. 51 God save sir 
dward his right In everilka nede. C1440 Hylton Scala 
Per/. (W. de W. 1494) n. xli, Eueryche a soule resonable 
owyth for to coueyte. .nyghynge to Jhesu. 

e. with sbs. referring to time, as day, year, etc. in 
advb. phrases indicating repetition (cf. Every- 
day); also (b.) before a cardinal numeral, to in- 
dicate successive groups of objects ; (e.) before an 
ordinal, successive intervals of action. So Every 
other {day, etc,), where other — i second \ Also 
attrib. + Every other while ; at alternate periods ; 
every now and then. 

'/a.) <7x205 Lay. 6034, & aure alche [<7 1275 euereche] wintre 
inne Wales heo wuneden. a 1300 Cursor M. 1904 1 (G5tt.) 
Arli be apostlis euer-ilke day went to be temple for to prai. 
c 1420 Sir Amadace (Camd.) xii, A niarchand of this cite, 
Hade, .euirych 3ere thre hundryth pownde. c 1440 Promf. 
Pan>. 141 Eryday, or eueryday, quotidie. 1570 Levins 
Manip. 196 Eueryday, quotidie. 1652 Needham tr. 
Selden’s Mare Cl. 23 The keeping of. . greater Armadoes 
every day then other. 1697 Dryden Virg. Georg, ru. 823 
Tislphone. .every Moment rises to the sight. 1732 Berke- 
ley Alciphr. 11. § 6 The world every day grows wiser. 11796 
H. Hunter tr. St- Pierre's Stud. Nat. (1799) III. 41 The 
two tides of six hours re-appear every day equal. 

(b.) 1606 Shaks. Ant. $ Cl. v, ii. 278 In euery tenne 
[women] that they [the Gods] make, the diuels marre fiue. 
<11626 Bacon New Ail. (1629) 19 Euery twelue yeares ther 
should be set forth, .two Ships, a 17x6 Lady M. W. Mon- 
tague Let. to Mrs. S. 5 Aug., Every twenty paces gives you 
the prospect of some villa, and every four hours a large 
town. 1848 Macaulay Hist, Eng. I. 176 A parliament 
should be held every three years. 

(c.) c 1400 Maundev. (1839) xvi. X74 At euery thrydde pas 
bat bei gon fro here hows bei knelen. c 1400 Beryn 1256 
To clothe the al new, euerich othir day. 15x7 Torkington 
Pilgr. (1884) 20 Every yer or every other yer ys Chosyn a 
Duke. 1545 Udall, etc. Erasm. Par. (1548) Luke iv, 98 a, 
An extreme tyrannous deiuill . . dooeth euery other while 
soodainly take hym. 1597 Shaks. 2 Hen. IV , , ni. ii. 329 
This same staru’a Iustice hath done nothing but prate to 
me . . and euery third word a Lye. 1829 Bentham Wks. 


(1843) XI. x8 The daily, more than the every other day, 
papers. 2884 M. E. Wilkins in Harped s Mag. Oct. 793/1 
She stopped . . to kiss her. .every other minute. 

f. Phrases, On every side : everywhere, in every 
direction. In same sense, f In or on every end, on 
every half Every man Jack , every mother's son 
(colloq.) : every single individual. Every now and 
then , every now and again , every once in a while 
[corruption of ever , etc.] : at intervals, from time 
to time. Every bit , every whit : altogether, en- 
tirely, quite. Every here and there : at various 
points or places. Every which way : (U. S.) every- 
way, in all directions. Also Every-deal. 

c x2o$ Lay. 5883 On {euer alehere [c 1275 euereche] halue. 
Ibid. X0549 Folc hi wende an aeueraelehe [c 1275 euereche] 
ende 1297 R. Glouc. 1 Rolls) 5952 The deneis. .in euerich 
ende Him worrede her & b er - c *34° Cursor M. 1646 (Triu.) 
Couetise lecchery and pride Ha)? spred J?is world on euery 
syde. 1583 Stocker Warres Lowe C. 1 . 79 a. The Spaniardes 
murdered euery mothers sonne of them. 1700 S. Parker 
6 Philos. Ess, 12 The Primaeval Earth will be e'ery whit as 
ill shaped as that we poor Mortals inhabit. 1731 Select, fr. 
Fog’s Wkly. Jrtil. 117321 II. 255 The Doctor was every now 
and then confoundedly puzzled what to do with them. 1833 
Bp. Thirlwall in Philol. Mus. II. 240 The theory will every 
now and then become the foundation of the history. 1840 
Dickens Bam. Rndge xxxix, /Every one of 'em,' replied 
Dennis, * Every man jack 1859 Dasent Pop. Tales Norse 

f 47 Every man Jack of them are so sound asleep. x86o 
Sartlett Diet. Amer. s.v., Every once in a while. 1872 
Mark Twain Roughing It (in Farmer A mericanisms), He 
put on the pack saddle, .and then wound a rope all over and 
about it and under it every which way. 1883 P. Robinson 
Fishes of Fancy 90 Every now and again the ear could 
catch the sudden splash of pike meeting pike, 
f 2 . With plural sb. ( chiefly with defining word 
interposed) : All severally (cf. Gr. tnaaroi). Obs. 

1558 Q; Eliz. in Strype Ann. Ref. I. App. i. 2 Subjects of 
every the said kingdomes. 1591 F. Sparry tr. Cattail's 
Geomaiuie 68 Of the head and of euery things therein con- 
tayned. x6io Shaks. Temp. v. i. 249 Pie resolue you. .of 
euery These happend accidents. 1623 Bingham Xenophon 
la 6 Taking Polycrates the Athenian Captaine with him, 
and a man from euery the Coronels. 1626 W. Sclater 
Exp. 2 Thess. (16291 256 Wee.. owe him [God] obedience 
according, td euery his morall commands. 167X H. M. tr. 
Erasm. Colloq. 91 Every several Troups have their Ensignes. 
3 . With loss of distributive sense; = 'All pos- 
sible’, ‘the utmost degree of’. 

[1783 Ld. Percy in G. Rose’s Diaries (i860) I. 58 Every 
domestic ease . . that a mortal could enjoy.) Mod. I feel 
every respect for him. They showed him every considera- 
tion. There is every prospect of success. 

4 . In senses now commonly expressed by each. 

a. In Every man , used to distribute a plural. 
(arch.) +b. Each of two (obs. exc. dial.). 

1526-34 Tindale Matt. xx. 9 They . . came and receaved 
every man a peny . [So in x6ix and R.V.] 1599 Thynne 
Animadv. 1 1875) 50 They dyd ryde one euerye syde of hym. 
1632 Lctchgow Trav. x. 455 The Sergeants, and the two 
slaues, thrust on euery ancle an heauy bolt. x88o A ntrhn ff 
Down Gloss, s.v., There’s a cbimley on every en’ o' the house. 
•f 5. — Any ; in sentences expressing possibility. 
1552 Huloet s.v., Euerye man, quilibet. X577 B. Googe 
Heresbach’s Husb. iv. (1586) x8ob, When evene seasomsuf- 
fereth them [bees] not to be abroad, they must at such times 
bee fedde. 1760 Goldsm. Cit. W. xxv, The weakness of 
the wall which every earthquake might overturn. 

II. absol. (quasi fron.) 

1 6 . Everybody, every one. Obs. 
axzz^Ancr. R. 4 Vor euerich schal hoi den \>e uttreefter 
J?et |?e licome mei best mid hire serui j?e inre. ^1230 Gen. 
^ Ex, 2355 Euerilc he kiste, on ilc he gret. c 1380 Wyclif 
Set Wks. III. X02 Fuyr schal preve werke of everyche. 
C1386 Chaucer Wife’s Frol. 103 Every hath of God a 
propre gifte, Som this, som that, as him likith. 1475 Cax- 
ton Jason , Euerich hadde well eten and dronken rayson- 
ably. X502 Arnolde Chron. (1811)4 That euerich admyttyd 
in to the lybarte of the cite be cf certayn crafte or office. 

7 . Each, or every one, of (several persons or 
things). Formerly often witn verb in pi. Obs. 
exc. in legal documents. 

X388 Wyclif Matt. xx. 9 Thei token eueryche of hem a 
peny. 1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. in. xii. (Tollem. MS.), 
pe wit pat takej? hede to many )?ingis take}? }?e lasse hedeto 
eueriche per of. c 1430 Cookery Bks. 20 Temper it vppe wyth 
almaunde mylke. & do euery of hem in a potte. 1486 in 
Surtees Mise. \ 1890) 47 Hertly I pray you, and everych of 
you. 1512 Act 4 Hen. VIII, c. xo All other thinges com- 
prised in the same Indentures and letres patentes and in 
everych of them. 1578 Lyte Dodoens 1. lxxviii. 1x6 Every 
of the sayde joyntes are of the quantitie of a wheate corne. 
1658 Slingsby Diary (1836) 420 Promissing to them and 
every of them rewards and summes of money. 1665 J. 
Sergeant Sure-footing in Chr. 224 Every of whose Words 
and Actions were infinitely to be admir’d. 1722 De Foe 
Plague (1840) 41 Every of the said chirurgeons is to have 
twelvepence a body searched by them. ^ 

1 >. esp. in phrase All and every (— L. universi 
et singuli). The phrase is also occas. used in 
concord with a sb. in sing, or pi. 

1502 Gt. Charter in Arnolde Chron. (1811)223 That the 
chartur aforsaid in alle and euerych her articles.. be ob- 
serued. 1526 Pilgr. Perf. (W. de W. 1531) 182 Let vs all 
& eueryche of vs m all our distresse .. ron to that trone of 
mercy. 1570 Grindal Rem. (1843)149 That all and every, 
of the said vicars have a Bible. 1655 Mrq. Worcester in 
Dircks Dife (1865) 390 Use these seals to all and every of 
the purposes aforesaid. X826 Bentham in Westm. Rev. VI. 
473 To all and every the children and child of the said 
intendedi marriage. 1845 Act S f 9 Viet. c. 119 Sched. ii, 
The said covenanter, his . heirs, executors, or administrators, 
and all and every. other person whosoever. 


+ e. Each (of two). Obs. 
c 1385 Chaucer L.G. W. 2378 Philomene , In armes everych 
of hem [Philomela and Progne] other taketh. 1393 Langl. 
P. PI. C. xxi. 77 A cacchepol . . craked a-two here legges 
..of euerich of \>o peoues. <3x502 in Arnolde Chron. 
(1811) 300 It was decreed by the sayd arbitrours, that 
eueryche off my Lordis of Glouceter and of Winchester 
shulde take ethir other by the hand. 1560 Fkampton in 
Strype A nn. Ref. I. xx. 242 Two men covered with white 
canvas coats, .and every of them a vizard upon their faces. 
1578 Lyte Dodoens v. ii. 547 There be two sortes of Elites. .* 
and every of .them' is diuided againe into two kindes. 

+ 8. Distributing a plural. Obs . ; — Each. 

# <ri3oo Beket 671 Forto do everech his beste to wende ech* 
in his side, <7x430 Cookery Bks. 27 Take a porcyon of 

g mder of Clowys, of Gyngere, of Graynys of Perys, of 
uery a porcyon. c 1440 Douce MS. 55 xxxix, Cast, .broth 
and water and wyn of everiche a quantite. 1485 Caxton 
Paris Sr V. 16 Goo ye eueryche under that baner that he 
wyl mayntene. 

III. Combinations. 

t 9 . Every other. = Each other : used as a re- 
ciprocal pronoun. (In early use every is subj. and 
other obj. ; later the phrase appears as a com- 
pound.) Obs. 

**54 O. E. Chron an, 1135, ACuric man sone raeuede ober 
)>e mihte. CX175 Lamb. Horn. 7 We luuien ure efrec ooer 
us bi-twenen swa we weren broSre. c 1385 Chaucer L. G, 
W. 719 Tisbe, The name of everych gan to othyr sprynge, 
c X386 — Pars. T. 128 The lovyng children. . wolden everych 
of hem eten other if thay mighten. 14x3 Lydg. Pilgr. 
Sowlev. xiv. (1483) 105 Theysaiden graces wonder ioyfully 
takyng eueriche other by the hand. 1594 Kyd Camelio v, 
in Hazl. Dodsley V. 242 They ran at ever-each other hand 
and foot. 

10 . Everyone. (In 16-1 7th c. the form everych 
one was often divided every chone.) 
t a. adj. — sense 1 a. Obs. 

1548 Udall Erasm. Par. Luke 103 b, Euery one man 
ought to be neighbour to an other. 

b. adj. absol. (e-vri wz> n). With reference to a 
sb. or pron. going before, which it usually dis- 
tributes ; or followed by of Often incorrectly with 
pi. vb. Sometimes = Each (of two things). 

c 1225 A ncr. R. x8 Blesci <5 ou mid euerichon of fieos gret- 
unges. c 1250 Gen. § Ex. 185 Ilk kinnes erf, and wrim, 
and der. .And euerilc on in kiride good. <7x320 R. Brunne 
Medit. 132 With hym bey ryse everyche-one. c 1380 Wvclif 
Sel. Wks. III. 502 Evere ilk one of b ese parties is J?o 
same Gods body. <71430 Hymns Virg. (1867? 48 Weschulen. 
foonde euery-choon. <7x460 Towneley Myst. 121 He com- 
maundes you everilkon, 'To hold no kyng bot hym alon. 
X503 Sheph. Kotlenderx lvii,I shall them soon vanquish every 
chone. a 1535 More On the Passion Wks. 1389 x To haue 
hadde theym taken and slayne euerye chone. 1588 King tr. 
Canisius' Catech. 216 The sinne of Adam.. is in al men, 
ane seueral and peculiar sinne in euerilk ane. 1607 Topsell 
Fourf Beasts (1673) 223 The under lip five, every one of 
the cheeks ten. x6xx Bible Num. xvi. 3 All the Congrega- 
tion are holy; euery one of them, a x68o Butler Rem. 
(1759) I. 14 What we every one can swear. 1699 Bentley 
Pkal. Pref. 89 Every one [of these Passages] are true. 

c. pron. (eVrijwaa). Everybody ; sometimes 
written as one word. The pron. referring to every 
one is often pi. : the absence of a sing. pron. of 
common gender rendering this violation of gram- 
matical concord sometimes necessary. 

<3x225 A ncr. R. 252 Muchel neod is bet euerichon holde 
mid ooer, mid bisie bonen. c 1340 Cursor M. 10047 (Trin.) 
pe chastite of bis lady Ouercomeb. .Gredines of eueruchon. 
1387 Trevisa Higden (Rolls) VII. X25 Euerichon loked to 
hym self. 1526 Skelton Magnyf, 1055 Cryst save every ch- 
one. 1556 J. Heywood Spider $ F. A iij, Tyll everie one 
had mocked everichone. 1695 Woodward Nat. Hist. Earth 
Pref., The Difficulties . . of every one. 1732 Berkeley 
Alciphr. iv. § 21 Every one knows that analogy is a Greek 
word. 1735 Johnson tr. Lobo’s Voy. 99 Every one Sacrifices 
a Cow or more, according to their different Degrees of 
Wealth or Devotion. 1870 Dasent Eventful Life ted. 4) 1. 
1 Every one had made up their minds that I was to be one 
thing, and I came out another. X875 Jowett Plato (ed. 2) 
1 . 479 Those familiar words. . are in the mouth of every one. 
1877 W. H. Mallock New Repub. 1x878) 94 Everyone then 
looked about them silently, in suspense and expectation. 
II. In parasynthetic derivatives, as every '■coloured. 
X744 Thomson Spring 726 The Peacock spreads His 
every-colour’d Glory to the Sun. 

12. Combined with adverbs, as Evebyhow, 
Evebywhere, etc., and with substantives, in which 
the combination is usually written as one word, 
the sense of the substantive being weakened ; as 
Everybody, Everything, etc. 

The form ever each, surviving in archaistic 
use till 1 6th c., was corrupted into every each, which 
often appears in late editions of 1 5th c. texts (where 
the originals had evereche, everych, or the like), 
and hence has occas. been used arch, by recent 
writers. : 

X430 Lydg. Bochas xix. (1554) 35 b, Sampson . . toke 
their [foxis] tailes knit them twein and twein And amid 
euery eche he set a fire-bronde. 1477 Norton Ord. A Ich. 
i. in Ashm.(i652'2i Everie each of Fourewere Gold and like 
a Knight. X567 Maplet Gr. Forest 29 And euery eche 
moment at death his nod and beck. 1607 Topsell Four-f. 
Beasts (1673) 375 Every each other day he suffereth one 
sickness or other. 1609 C. Butler Fern. Mon. vii. (1623) 
Riij, But for the most part they die eueryeach one. 1634 
Malory's Arthur 1. xxvii. (1816 I. 49 Every each of them 
[1470 everyche of hem] did him homage. 1864 Munby in 
Once a Week 26 Nov., Now every each hath pass’d the bar» 

Every, obs. var. of Ivory. 


EVERYBODY. 
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EVEST. 


Everybody (e*v 3 ri-,, eVriitydi, -b^&i), pron. 
[Comb, of Every and Body in the sense (now obs. 
in literary use) of person, formerly written as 
two words : cf. Anybody.] Every person, every 
one. Everybody else : every other person. Some- 
times incorrectly with pi. vb. or pron. 

c 1530 Ld, Berners Art ft. Lyt. Bryt . 28s Everye bodye 
was in theyr lodgynges. 2:580 Sidney Arcadia 11.(1613) 156 
Now this king did keepe a great house, that euerie body 
might come and take their meat freely. 2620 Herat S ubsec. 
477 To take vpon him the disciplining of euery body for 
their errours. 2691 T. H[ale] Acc. New Invent . p. lxxxvii, 
That which is every body’s work is no body’s. 2720 Berke- 
ley Princ. Hum . Kn/rnl. § 97 Time, place, and motion .. 
are what everybody knows. 2715 De Foe Fam. Instruct. 

I. i. (1841) I. 10 Do not everybody else love him ? 1759 Bp. 
Warburton Lett. (1809)280 Every body else I meet with 
are full ready to go of themselves, c 1827 Hogg Tales <$• Sk. 

II. 196 Gilbert was every body’s body. 1820 Byron Wks. 
(1840) IV. 298 Every body does and says what they please; 
i860 Tyndall Glac. 1. xi. 72 What I suppose has been ob- 
served. .by everybody. 1866 Ruskin Eth. Dustv . (1883)82 
Everybody seems to recover their spirits. 2872 Morley 
Voltaire (18861 119 He was eveir on the alert. . to impart of 
it [knowledge] to everybody else. 

Everyday (e*v3ri r , e*vriid<?i, e--vri,d^*)» sb. 
and a. [Combination of Every and Day.] 

A. sb . f a. Each day in continued succession, 
b. dial. A week-day, as opposed to Sunday. 

C1374 Chaucer Booth. n. ii. 33 O Jxm man wher fore mak- 
estfuu me gilty by J?ine euerydayes pleynynges. 1888 
Elworthy IV. Somerset Word-bk. s.v., Oh l I keeps they 
for Sundays, I don’ put 'em on ’pon everydays. Mod. Sc. 
Ask him for an every-day, he cannot come on a Sunday. 
Sunday and every-day are alike to him. 

B. attrib.y passing into adj. 

X. Of or pertaining to every day, daily ; also, 
pertaining alike to Sundays and week-days. 

1647 Saltmarsh Spark. Glory (1847) 170 His fulness lives 
in an eternal every-day sabbath, while some live in little 
more than . . one day in the week. 1648 Hammond Wks . 
IV. (i 684> 508 An every-day care for the drying up of the 
great fountain of Leprosie in the Heart. 1796 Lamb Lett, to 
Coleridge in Life ii. 16, I am heartily sick of the every-day 
scenes of life. 2804 Bp. Lincoln in G. Rose’s Diaries (i860) 
II. 85, I do not doubt but you want constant every-day 
debaters. 3857 Livingstone Trav. Introd. 6 note. Make 
religion the every-day business of your life. 1862 Flo. 
Nightingale Nursing 95 The everyday management of a 
sick room. 1880 Muirhead tr. Instil. Gains 501 Voluntary 
sale of a slave was of everyday occurrence. 1888 Elworthy 
JV. Somerset Word-bk. s.v., An ‘every-day horse’ is one 
that can work all the week long . . not like a Parson's 
horse, which can only work Sundays. 

2. Of articles of dress : Worn on ordinary days 
or week-days, as opposed to Sundays or high- 
days. Also fig. Every-day self. 

1632 Massinger City Madam 1. i, Few great ladles going 
to a masque, .outshine our’s [fashions] in their every-day 
habits. 1824 Miss Mitford Village Ser. 1. 11863) 2I 5 The 
every-day ribbands were coloured. 1840 Dickens Old C. 
Shop xiii, Mr. Quilp invested himself in his every-day gar- 
ments. 2883 H. H. Kane in Harped s Mag. Nov. 945/2 , 1 
seemed to have left my every-day self in the. . vestibule. 

3. To be met with every day ; common, ordinary. 
Of persons and their attributes: Commonplace, 
mediocre, inferior. Also every-day-world adj. 

a 1763 Shenstone (T.), Things of common concern . .make 
no slight impression on everyday minds. _ 2782 Johnson 
L. P., Akenside , This was no every-day writer. 1792 Bos- 
well Johnson (1831) IV. 19 Every-day knowledge had the 
most of his just praise. 2817 Coleridge Biog. 202 Persons 
of no every-day powers and acquirements. 2845 J. H. 
Newman Ess. Developm. 249 Her every-day name., was 
the Catholic Church. 2847 Alb. Smith Chr. Tadpolexxx ii. 
(1879 ' 277 [She] had shrunk from the every-day people in the 
parlour of the public-house. X862 Burton Bk. Hunter sThe 
vulgar everyday-world way of putting the idea. 1868 Free- 
man Norm . Conq. (18761 II. viii. 287 Treason is spoken of as 
an everyday matter. 2871 Mad. Simple's Invest, iv, People 
who have a cook, .ought not to dine like everyday folks. 

Hence Everydayness. rare. 

2840 Lowell Love Poet. Wks. (1879) 82 The every-day- 
ness of this work-day world. 2876 Mrs. Whitney Sights 
/j* Ins, xxiv, Nice, jolly every-day ness. 

t E* very deal. Obs. [Combination of Every 
and Deal.] 

1. as sb. Every part, the whole, every point in 
particular. 

2297 R. Glouc. (1724)35 For my god heo louede me, & now 
he habbej? euery del. c 2330 R. Brunne Chron. (1810) 78 A 
message. .Teld William eueridele of Malcolme robberie. 
1423 Lydg. Pilgr. Sowle iv. xxxvi. (1483) 83 The feete ben 
the bases that beren euerydele. 1496 Dives <$■ Paup. (W. de 
W.) 1. xx. 54 2 As they saye one holy prayer may chaunge 
euery dele. 1531 Elyot Gov. 1. xx, The straunge kynge. . 
understode euery dele of the mater. 

b. subjoined to a sb. or sb. pron. ; emphasizing 
the totality of the object : Every whit, every part 
(of it) ; shading off into the advb. use 2 . 

c 2220 Bestiary 345 Forwerpen pride euril[c] del, so hert 
do 3 hise homes. 1297 R. Glouc. (1724) 408 An quoynte 
tour hii lete make eueryldel of tre. c 2374 Chaucer Booth. 
ii. i. 31 SheJ>at3it couerehhir and wymplej? hir to oj>erfolk, 
ha}> shewed hir euerydel to h», 2483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 
1 02/1 Thenne saynt Iohn toke the cuppe . . and dranke it of 
euerydele. 1560 School-ho. Women 787 in Hazl. E. P. P. 
IV. 135 Thy beasts, thy goods and thy children all Be dead 
and brent now euery deale. 

2. as adv. In every part, in every respect ; en- 
tirely, wholly. 

c 1375 Lay Folks Mass-bk. (MS. B.) 526 Make my loue, 


both day & nyght sykerly sett euerilk dele. c 1400 Sowdone 
Bab. 314, I have aspied everydeie Howe thai shalle alle be 
betrayede. c 1475 Partenay 9x4 Ther coursers loged . . 
Insyde tentes tul fair eueridel. 2597 Bp. Hall Sat. in. vii. 49 
If that semblance suite not euerie deale. 2714 Gay Skep/t. 
Week v. 79 There ev’ry deale my Heart by Love was gain'd. 

Everyhow (ewari|-,eVri t hau), adv. rare . [See 
Every 12 .J In every way. 

1837 Hawthorne A?ner. Noie-bks. 11879) I. 102 Crags, 
all shattered and tossed about every how. 2880 A thenmmt 
24 Apr. 529 The walking tour was got through every how 
but on foot. 

t Everylike, Otdv. Obs. exc. dial. Also 5 
everelike, -yllyke, -ylyche. [f. Ever -f Elike, 
though probably looked upon as - Every + Like.] 
Ever in like fashion ; continually ; in later dialectal 
use, from time to time ; at intervals. 

a 1400-50 A lexander^ 340 pe ions out he wrengis, Erne till 
exorzise & ethis euer elike. Ibid. 727 (Dublin MS.) That o}>er 
wy for hys werkez wepys eueryllyke. c 1420 Chron. Vilod. 
2164.^ almys-dede and fastyng he dude everylyche con- 
tinuelle. 2855 Robinson Whitby Gloss. s.v.. They kept 
playing the music every like. * 

Every one : see Every 10 . 

Everything* (e*v 9 r r , eVriipig), pron. 

1. A combination of Every (sense 1) and Thing. 
As in anything, something , nothing, } the subst. 
element has usually no definable meaning, the 
compound being equivalent to a neuter absol. use 
of the adj. The distributive sense etymologically 
belonging to the word is often absent, its force 
being merely collective ; hence it is the current 
substitute for all (absol.), all things, which in 
most contexts are now somewhat formal. Often 
followed by adj., as everything good = £ all that is 
good*. Formerly written as two words; this is 
now rare, exc. where the two words are used with- 
out modification of sense, 

c 1385 Chaucer L.G. W. 398 Prol, In noble corage oghte 
been iueste, Andweyen euery thing byequytee. c 1440 Geue- 
rydes 4 Wyse and manly preuyd in euery thyng. 2567 J. 
Sanford tr, Epictetus 2 b, I euery thing . . which tnou 
louest, thou must diligently consider the qualitie. z6ooShaks. 
A. Y. L. n. vii. 166 Sans teeth, sans eyes, sans taste, sans 
euery thing. 1672 Wilkins Nat. Relig. 1. ii, Every thing 
is endowed with such a natural Principle, whereby it is 
necessarily inclined to promote its own preservation and 
wellbeing. 1681 Dryden Abs. <$• Ackit. 1. 548 Ziinri. . was 
everything by starts and nothing long. 1751 Johnson 
Rambler No. 180 ? 8 Among the sons of learning, many 
seem to have thought of everything but themselves. 2796 
Jane Austen Pride # Prej. xxvii. Every thing however 
went on smoothly. 1855 Macaulay Hist. Eng. IV. 567 She 
had not. .his partiality for everything Dutch and for every- 
thing Calvinistic. 1857 Buckle Civiliz. I. ix. 572 The 
government [in France] is believed to see every thing, 
know every thing, and provide for every thing. 2879 M. 
Arnold Guide to Eng. Lit., Mixed Ess. 180 Everything, 
surely, depends upon what the lesson is. 

b. as predicate , characterizing something as 
of supreme importance, colloq. 

Mod. Be sure you are in good time ; that is everything. 

2. sb. rare in sing. ; in pi. humorously . Things 
of every kind. Also (nonce-use) qmsi-adf ; and in 
comb,, everyth ing-maker. 

2797 Mrs. A M. Bennett Beggar Girl (1813) V, Miss 
Wafsinghamwas. .the most accomplished, the most sensible, 
the most every thing woman could be. 2802 Bentham 
Wks. (1843) X. 390 It is against my habits, my principles, 
my everything, to propose it to him. a 1845 Hood To Mr. 
Malthus iii, There are . . too many every thing-malcers. 2865 
Dickens Mut. Fr. 1. iii, But to be sure there were rum 
everythings, 1884 Ruskin in Pall Mall G. 3 Dec. 3/2 Patent 
everythings going of themselves everywhere. 

Everyway (e*vari r , eVri,w^), adv . [Cf. Al- 
way, Anyway : sometimes written as two words.] 

1. a. In every manner or way; in every direc- 
tion. b. In every respect. 

a. 2570 Levins Manip. 197 Euery way, omni ntodo, 
quaitis. 1580 Baret Alv. E 376 Square euerie way, quo- 
quo versus quadratum. 1774 Goldsm. Nat. Hist. (1776} I. 
398 A Deity residing in the midst of an universe, infinitely 
extended every way, 1878 Browning La Saisiaz 34 The 
everyway external stream. 

b. 2602 Shaks. Jul. C. iv. iii 55 You wrong me every 
way : You wrong me Brutus. 1615 Bedwell Mokam. Imp. 
11. § 57 The contrary, .opinion is euery way without any shew 
of probability. 1749 Fielding Tom Jones iv. ii, Her mind 
was every way equal to her person. 1828 Carlyle Misc. 
(1857) I, 169 A wide and everyway most important interval. 

yxzst-adj. 1628 Hakewill in Ussheds Lett. (1686) 399 
Sir Thomas Bodley, of whose .. every way sufficiency, I 
have had a long trial, 

2. Comb, (nonce-wds . ) 

2768-74 Tucker Lt. Nat. (1852) I. 475 A clock., with 
everyway-multiform-exquisitely-mechanical circumstances 
belonging to it, 2841 ). T. Hewlett Parish Clerk III. 
320 Every- way-at-once-ish eyes. 

Hence Everywayness [nmue-wd.) t the quality 
of extending in every direction. 

# 2674 N. Fairfax Bulk <$• Selv. 103 His everywayness or 
immensity is the same. 

t Eweryways, adv. Obs. [Every + ways advb. 
genitive. Cf. Anyways.] In every direction. 

2398 Tre visa Barth. DeP.R . iv. iv. (1495) 85 The bodies 
euery wayes ben grete hye and longe and brode. 

Everywhen (e-vari,-, eVrqhwem), adv. [f. 
Every + When ; on analogy of everywhere. - ] At 
all times, always. 


1843 Carlyle Past $ Pr. (1858) 211 Everywhere and every- 
when a man has to ‘ pay with his life’. 1850 Lynch Theo. 
Trin. xi. 208 Every when and every where Sweetest flowers 
welcome are. 2862 Q. Rev. Apr. 425 Religion, .must be 
with us everywhere and everywhen. 

Everywkenc© (evori,-, e*vri,bwe:ns), adv. 
rare. [f. Every + Whence on analogy of Every- 
where.] From every direction. 

2890 Rossetti Wks. II. 458 They all come at his summon- 
ing Everywhence both far and, near. 

Everywhere (e- vori, r, e*vri jb we&i) . adv. [repr.. 
two distinct ME. compounds. 1. Everywhere, f. 
Ever + Ywhere (OE. gehw&r) anywhere, every- 
where. 2 . Every-where , f. Every (ME. everilk) 
+ Where. Formerly ol ten written separately.] 

1. In every place ; also in narrower sense, in 
every part (of a limited space, of a book, an 
author’s writings, etc.). 

a 1225 Ancr. R. 200 Auh je euerihwar, hwarse icb go 
swu'dest forS, bileaue 30 be lengure, a 2225 Leg. Hath. 681 
f>i leofmon & ti lauerd-.is mit te eauerihwer. . <21300 
Cursor M. 5567 (Gc>tt.) Ouer-all his kingriche euerilk-quar 
[<r 1340 T rin. euery where], c 2340 Ibid. 18001 (.Trin.) What 
maner is j>at ihesus pat werrep on }?e euery whore. 2423 
Lydg. Pilgr. Sowle in. x. (1483) 56 Suche noyse and crye 
euery where sownyd alias, c 1590 Marlowe Faust. Wks. 
(Rtldg.) 85/1, I may be here and there and everywhere. 
1662 Stillingfl. Orig. Sacr. in. ii. § 18 Motion , . must be 
alike everywhere in it [matter]. 1692 E. Walker Epictetus * 
Mor. xiv, You’ll find th’ Avenues guarded ev’ry where, 
1748 Hartley Observ. Man 1. Introd., I every-where use 
these Words in the Senses here ascribed to them. 2850 
M c Cosh Div. Govt. 1. ii. (1874) 39 We discover everywhere 
signs of littleness and restlessness, i860 Tyndall Glac. t. 
xix. 136 The horizontal stratification is everywhere beauti- 
fully shown. 2875 Jowett Plato (ed. 2) I. 116 Irresistible 
here, as everywhere in Plato, in his intellectual superiority, 
■f 2. quasi -adj. All-pervading. Obs. rare~ l . 

2674 N. Fairfax Bulk 4- Selv. 31 Eternity is said to be an 
everlasting now, and immensity as an every where cleave- 
lesness. 

Hence EverywEereaess, ubiquity, omnipre- 
sence. rare. 

1674 N. Fairfax Bulk <$• Selv. 32 Neither of them would 
come any nearer to everlastingness, or everywhereness, than 
the shortest and the least do. 2839 Bailey Festus xx. (1848) 

£0/ 1 Poetry is not confined to books, For the creative spirit . . 
ath God’s everywhereness. 

Every while, whit : see While, Whit. 
Everywhither (e*vari r , eVriihwbftai), adv. 
[f. Every + Whither; in ME. perh. f. Ever + 
Y whither.] In every direction. 

2398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. iv. iv. (1495') 85 The moost 
mater is obedyent that stretchyth itselfe euery whyther and 
moost vpwarde. 1851 Carlyle Sterling 1. viii. (1872 48 It 
was talk, .spreading everywhither in inextricable currents. 
1888 Talmage Serm. in The Voice (N. York) 28 June, A 
hymn has wings, and can fly everywhither. 

Si EveSChie. Obs. rare— *. [OF. evcschie (mod. 
F. ivechl) = Pr. evescat:— L. episcopates, f. epi- 
scopus bishop.] A (French) bishopric. 

1475 Bk. Noblesse 34 Withe thre eveschies clepid diocests 
and citees in the saiae duchie. 

Eves(e, obs. form of Eaves. 
t Evese, V. Obs. [OE. efesian , efsian , f. efes, 
Eaves ; the original sense must app. have been 
* to cut the thatch at the eaves of a building f (cf. 
eaves-knife) ; but all the known OE. examples 
have the wider sense * to clip ’.] trans. To cut, 
clip (a person’s hair, the coat of an animal, a tree, 
etc.) ; to cut short the hair of (a person). 

c 2000 /Elfric Gram. xxvi. (Z.) 157 Ic efesi^e o 35 e ic scere 
seep o 3 Se hors. <2x225 Ancr. R. 398 Absalones schene 
wlite, }>et ase ofte ase mb euesede him me soldehis euesunge 
— J?eo her )>e me kerf of— uor two hundred sides of seolure. 
c i 300 Marina 64 in Horstmann Leg. 1. 172 A robe he dude 
hireapon, An,t "euesede hire ase a mon. c 2325 Gloss. W. 
de Biblesw. in Wright Voc. 144 Monn top vus pri estancez 
[Gloss. t 'evesQ my cop], c 2340 Gaw. <S- Gr. Knt. 184 Watz 
euesed al vmhe-tame, a-bpf his elbowes. C X394 P . PI. 
Crede 166 Orche^ardes and erberes euesed well dene, 
Evesing, var. form of Eavesing, Obs. 
t E*vesong. Obs. [f. Eve sbO + Song.] 

1 . sss Evensong 1 a ; also gen. (perh. transfi) a 
song sung at eventide. 

a 1225 Ancr. R. 22 Efter euesong anonriht slgge ‘5 ower 
Placebo. C1290 Lives Saints (1887) 66 He bi-gan one 
saume of euesongue. c 2300 St. Brandan 214 The foweles 
tho hit eve was, bigonne here evesong. 1389 in Eng. Gilas 
(1870) i2i J>e secunde belle of J»e Euesong of seint Peter. 
2455 E. Clere in Four C. Eng. Heit. 5 He seith matyns 
of Our Lady and evesong. 

2. Short for ‘evensong-bell’. 

1393 Langl. P. PL C. vii. 396 Bargeynes and beuereges by. 
gunne to aryse, And setyn so til euesong rang. 

8 . allrib. 

c 2315 Shoreham 87 Of the crouche he was do At eve. 
sanges oure. 1387 Trevisa Higden (Rolls) YIL 243 pe 
bataille dured from undeme of fie day to eue song tyme. 
1460 Ly beaus Disc. (Kolb.) 1424 From f>e our of pr im *- Till 
hit was evesong time To fkjte hey wer hro. 

tEvest. Obs. Forms : 1 eefest, sefst, sefisfc, 
efest, 3 ©vest, -ist, ? eust, oust. Cf. Eft sb . 2 
[OE. safest, acc. to Sievers for *sefest, f. ^( = 0 e, 
Ger. ab) from, away from + bst (see Este sb.) ; cf. 
Ger. abgunst.] Envy, malice. 

a xooo Cynewulf Elene 496 pset hie for aefstum unscyl- 
digne..feore beraeddon, czooo Ags. Ps. lxix. 4 Heora 
aefstu eac ealle sceamien. a 1300 Cursor M. 18552 (.Gbtt.) 
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EVIDENCE. 


Pe princes als Ms fill Fas wid eust [printed enst ; Cotton, 
oust, printed onst] and nith again his ras. Ibid. 23138 (Edin. 
MS.) In nipe and euest [printed enest] and lichen, ibid. 
23279 (Edin.) pai pat war fild of euist [printed enist], 

E've-star. Obs. exc.poet. [f. Eve .sA 1 -! Star.] 
= Evening star. 

c 1374 Chaucer Boethius 1. v. 22 Pe euesterre esperus. .is 
pale by pe morwe at pe rysynge of pe sonne. 1387 Trkvisa 
Higden (Rolls) I. 301 This Spayne. -lieet somtyme of Hes- 
pera, the eue sterre. C1440 Promp. Pan/. 144 Evesterre, 
esperus, vesper. x6gx Ed. Taylor Behmen's Theos. Philos, 
xv. 21 Mans Astral Spirit, called his Prophetick Evester. 
X878 Browning Poets Croisic xii, There peered May’s 
earliest eve-star. 

t Eve-stigate, v. Obs.~° [f. L. evestigdt-us, 
pple. f. e out + vestigdre to track, discover. Of. 
Investigate.] trans. To seek out, search after, 
follow in the track oh 

1656-81 in Blount Ghssogr. 1721-1800 in Bailey ; hence 
in Craig, etc. 

Hence Eve'Stigated ppl. a. lEwstiga-tion, a 
searching out, an investigation. 

1775 Ash, Evestigated, searched out. 1658 Phillips, Eves- 
tigation, an earnest seeking after. 1721-1800 in Bailey. 

Evet(e, evett, obs. ff. Eft sb. 
tEvibrate, v. Obs. rare. [f. L. evibrdt- ppl. 
stem of evibrdre, f. e- out + vibrdre to brandish : 
see Vibe ate.] a. intr. To shake, tremble, b. 
trans , To brandish (a sword); to hurl (a missile) ; 
in quot. 

‘1583 Stubbes Anat. Abus. 63 Doe not his handes and all 
his bodie euibrate, quauer, and shake. 1623-6 Cockeram 
Euibraie , to shake. 1680 H. More ApocaL Apoc. 199 
That wonderful contrition of heart, that the word of Goa 
makes, when it is sincerely and powerfully evibrated against 
the E nemies of his Kingdom. 

Hence f Evibra-tion [see -ATI on], the action of 
brandishing, a quick movement 
1644 H. Vaughan Semi. 20 Dost thou, .stay the loose 
©vibrations and glances of the eye? 1656-81 in Blount 
Glossogr. 1721-1800 in Bailey. 

Evick(e, var. form of Eveck, Obs. 

Evict (Arkt), v. [f. L. evict- ppl. stem of 
evincere, f. e- out + vine ere to conquer. 

The etymological senses of the Lat. word are 1. To conquer 
or overcome completely (e- having merely an intensive force 1; 

2. To obtain by conquering or overcoming ; to recover by 
judicial means ; to gain or accomplish in spite of obstacles ; 

3. To overcome and expel ; to eject by judicial process ; 

4. To elicit by force of argument, to prove. See Evince. ] 

I. Law. 

T. trans. To recover (property or the title to 
property) of or from any one by a judicial process, 
or in virtue of a superior title. 

1503-4 Act 19 Hen. VII, c. 29 Indent., Yf the seid advou- 
son.. after the seid. .appropriation be evicted and taken 
from the said Abbas and Convent. 1541-31 Act 33 Ben. VIII, 
C. 39. § 54 If the said manours. .be recovered oreuicted out 
of or from the possession of eny such e person . . by eny just 
or former title. 1577 Holinshed Citron. II. 145 Earle Hubert 
granted to the said John, .all the right that he had in the 
countie of Granople, and whatsoever might be got and 
evicted in the same countie. 1601 F. Godwin Bps. Eng. 118 
He euicted the same [the island of Seales] in law. a 16x0 
Healey Theophrast. (1616) To Rdr., If the thing bought 
bee euicted froin the buyer, by reason the seller his posses- 
sion was not good. 1635 Sir R. Boyle Diary in Ltsmore 
Papers Ser. I, fi886) IV. 8r That [he], .should give sufficient 
securetie. . to answer all the mean profitts if by law I should 
evict his tytle. 1809 Tomlins Law Diet . s. v. Eviction, 
If land is evicted, before the time of payment of rent oh a 
lease, no rent shall be paid by the lessee. 1818 Cruise 
Digest fed. 2) IV. 434 If A. gives in exchange three acres 
to B, for other three acres, and afterwards one acre is 
evicted from B.. .the whole exchange is defeated. 

•f t). ?To vacate, retire from. Obs. rare 
1530 in Rymer Faedera (17x2) XIV. 373 The same Lord 
Cardinall shall not Resign Leve Relese or otherwise Dis- 
charge or Evicte his Possession. 

2. To expel (a person) by legal process + of 
from , out of (land, etc.) ; also simply. 

1536 Hen. VIII. inEllis( 9 ^. Lett. 11. 124. II. 90 You have 
evictyd hym of the possessyon of the same. 1579 Fenton 
Guicciard. v. (1599) 199 They had no conscience to euict the 
iust owner Out of the whole, a 1619 Daniel Coll, Hist. Eng. 
(1626) 52 Being. , euicted by Law, of certayne other parcels 
of Land. *720-54 Apol. S.-Sea Direct, m Stiype Stove's 
Surv. 11754) II, v. xvii. 365/2 They had been evicted- out pf 
their estates however long enjoyed. , 1767 Blackstone 
Comm. II. 323 If, after an exchange of lands. ..either party 
be evicted of those which were taken, by him in exchange, 
through defect of the other's title. 1809 Tomlins Law Diet. 
s.v. Eviction , If a widow is evicted of her dower or thirds, 
she shall be endowed in the other lands of the heir. 1845 
M'Culloch Taxation 11. iv. § 3 Should it be sold.. the 
purchaser may be evicted by the wife or children. 

b. In recent popular use, esp. To eject (a tenant) 
from his bolding. 

1861 Pearson Early <$■ Mid. Ages Eng. xxxiv. 429 The 
great landowners evicted their tenantry, who were thus 
thrown upon the country, houseless and landless, but free. 
*889 Daily News 8 May 5/7 Two of the principal tenants 
on the estate, .were evicted. ' . 

• c. Hence' transf. To eject (persons) forcibly 
from any position. 

- *876 Weiss^ Wit. Hum. Shahs. 5 . 5 When a great freshet 
takes possession of a country and evicts the tenants of every 
hole, thicket, and burrow, there is an indiscriminate stam- 
pede of thejanimals. . *878 Lady Herbert tr. Buhner's 
Ramble 1. xii. f 97 The new arrivals are the born antagonists 
of our enemies. , They will evict them. 


XI. General senses. 

+,3. a. To conquer (a country, etc.) ; to obtain 
by conquest Obs. 

1560 Cotton MS. in Froude Hist. i?8£. (i88x] VI. 326 [The 
kingdom to be] evicted out of the hands of their own nation. 
s6oa Warner ~A lb. Eng. Epit. {1612) 368 Edward ... euicted 
from' the Danes the Prouince of East-Anglia. 

t b. To overcome (an adversary,, adverse cir- 
cumstances, etc.). Obs. 

1642 G. Eglisham Forerun. Revenge 7 Meanes may be 
had to resist or evict the most violent beast that ever nature 
bred. z66 7 Waterhouse Fire Land. 171 Their industry 
fortunated by God has made head against its misfortune, 
And evicted its cloud, 

f 4. To extort by force. Obs. . Of. Evince 3 . 

*63* Chapman Caesar 6* Pompeyw. i, Your happy exposi- 
tion.. Euicts glad grant from me you hold a truth. 1648 
G. Daniel Eclog. v. 200 Rebell mouths (who speake poe 
truth, vnles Evicted 'bove their Rage) did then confesse Him 
master of y ! feild. 

1 5. a. To vanquish in argument or litigation ; 
to confute (a disputant), refute (an opinion or 
argument), b. To convict or convince (of). Obs. 

*591 Horsey Trav. (Hakluyt Soc.) App. 305 When by 
argumentethey weare evicted, they pleaded mysunderstand- 
inge of the interpretore or coruptyone in the translacion. 
*594 T. B. La Primaud Fr . Acad. n. 585 Before hee couide 
haue euicted Democritus of his foolish opinion. 1601 Dent 
Pathw. Heaven Pref. (1831) 77 This work doth sharply 
reprove and evict the world of sin. 1610 Barrough Meth. 
Physick l xxx. (1639) soTherfore (as Johannicus saith' the 
eye hath seven coates . . But his opinion . - by sundry Ana- 
tomists hath been evicted, making but only six. x6ix Speed 
Theat. Gi. Brit, vii (1614) 13/2 Canute to evict his flatterers 
made trial! of his Deitie. x66o R. Coke Justice Find. 5 
Pie.. had need take great heed.. least instead of evicting 
his adversary, he only acquires the repute of a light and 
foolish man. 1730-6 Bailey (folio). Evict , to convince by 
force of argument, etc. 

f0. To establish by argument, to prove. With 
simple obj. or obj. sentence ; also with inf. or as 
with complement. Obs. **= Evince 4 . 

1584 Fenner Def. Ministers (1587) 126 There are wonder- 
full cunning men on your side, if they can euict this. 1610 
C Hampton Semi. 30 Which euicteth-.that there was one 
greater than the rest. 1614 Bp. Hall Epist. v. ix, Let this 
stand evicted for the true and necessarie sense of the 
Apostle. 1650 Bulwer Anthropomet. 221 That it is in its 
own nature laudable, .is by some evicted by the authority 
of the Ancients. 1715 Cheyne Philos. Princ. Relig. 1. (ed. 2) 
306 This nervous Fluid has never been discovered in live 
Animals, .nor its necessity evicted by any cogent experiment. 
*722 Wodrow Com. <1843' II. 683 Unless your friend have 
more to evict them [papers] to be Mr. M‘ Ward's than Mr. 
Goodal’s saying so. 

+ b. To settle (a controversy) by a decisive 
argument. Obs. 

1581 Ji Bell Haddads Answ. Osor. 447 It might seeme 
that we had ahead ged sufficiently for thys matter, and evicted 
the controversy throughly. 1660 J er. Taylor Duct. Dubit . 
1. 11. vi. Whether, .that argument does evict the question. 

Hence E'vict sb. [cf. convict ], £ vi-- ctee • , an evicted 
tenant (rare). Evixtiug vbl. sb. (attrib.) and///, a. 

*886 Pall Mall G. 10 Dec. 1/2. Not a penny of rent to be 
paid until the ‘evicts ’ were reinstated. 1879 Daily News 
31 Jan. 2/2 This I found tenanted by some people who., 
were considerably above the rank of the evictees, 1889 
Daily News 8 May 5/7, 130 police accompanied the evict- 
ing party. *863 Fawcett Pol. Econ , n. vii. 237 Assassination 
was the retribution with which the cottiers of Ireland not 
un frequently punished an evicting landlord. 

Evicted (ivi-kted) ppl \ a. [f. Evict v. + -edT] 
a. In various senses of the vb. b. Of a holding: 
From which the tenant has been evicted. 

1604 J. Burges in W. Covell Answ. (1606) *56 Farre be it 
from vs for any mans cause to maintaine an euicted errour. 
*863 Fawcett Pol. Econ. n. vii. 237 For the evicted 
tenant would only be replaced by another tenant of the 
same character. *874 Green Snort Hist. vii. 445 The 
evicted natives withdrew sullenly to the lands which had 
been left them by the spoiler. 1888 Daily News 26 Sept. 
6/2 This staying of the evictor’s hand was due. .to the boy- 
cotting of evicted farms. 

Eviction (iVi'kJMi). [ad. L. evictidn-em , n. of 
action f. evincere \ see Evict, Evince.] The action 
of evicting or f of evincing. 

I. Law. 

1. The action of recovering or taking possession 
of lands or property by legal process. Cf. Evict v. i. 

*583 Stocker Warres Lowe C. 11. 5 b, That reasonable 
satisfaction bee made., to the buyers and sellers of the Pos- 
sessions and Rentes aforesaied, m respect of their euiction. 
ai6io Healey Theophrast.XxhiC) To Rdr., He is lyableto 
make good the euiction, who selleth for another as he who, 
etc. 1655 Fuller Ch. Hist. ni. ix. § 23 The Title of the 
Foundation thereof, with the land thereunto belonging, 
were, .subject to eviction. 1753 Scots Mag. Mar. 127/2 The 
eviction or destruction of a thing mortgaged, don’t extinguish 
the debt, 1809 Tomlins Law Diet., Eviction, A recovery of 
lands, &c. by form of law. 1848 in Wharton Law Lex, 

2. The action of evicting or dispossessing a person 
of property, etc. In recent use, esp. the evicting 
a tenant from lands, houses, etc. Also attrib . 

<1x626 Bacon (J.), The pretorian court will set back all 
things, and no respect had to eviction or dispossession. 
18x8 Cruise Digest (ed. 2) III. 322 A rent service is dis- 
charged by the eviction of the tenant out of the whole land. 
1863 Fawcett Pol. Econ. n. vii. 237 Neither could the land- 
lord have recourse to eviction. X884 Pae Eustace 69 , 1 will 
get your father to order their eviction from the cottage. 
1889 Daily News 8 May 5/7 An exciting eviction scene 
occurred to-day on the property of Lord Inchiquin. 


fig. 1643 PrynneAw. P caver Pari. App. 159 On the con- 
traiy the people have a, right of perpetuall eviction. *6ox 
Bp. Lloyd God’s Disposing of Kingd. 1. 67 An eviction bv 
the just sentence 01 God, who thus purs him out of a 
Trust that he abused. '• 

II. gen. . 

+ 3. The action of conquering (a country, etc.), 
or of obtaining by conquest. Obs. 

• 1602 Warner A lb, Eng. Epit. (1612) 366 After the Euic- 
tion from the Shots of those Countries. 1 x6u Speed Hist. 
Gt. Brit. ix. xx. §31 King Henry. . was not vnwilling, be- 
cause . . Britaine seemed clearely past : possibilitle of euiction. 
f 4. a. The action or process of vanquishing (a 
person) in. argument ' or of confuting (an opinion) ; 
an instance or a means of confutation ; the con- 
dition of being -confuted, b. Conviction (of an 
accused person). Obs. 

1614 Bp. Hall Epist. iv. v, He hath . . counsels for all 
doubts, evictions for all errours. 16x5 G. S andys Trav,. 6 2 
All euictions there, as elsewhere, depend vpon witnesses, 
*627 Bp. Hall 6/. Impostor 509 Wise men. .whose wisdome 
is frequently imployed in the triall, euiction, dooming, of 
malefactors. 1649 “ Cases Consc. in. v, Meere error makes 
not an heretick. .eviction and contumacy must improve his 
error to be heretical. 1651 Gataker in Puller’s A bel Rediv ., 
Whitaker 405 He grapled with . . Rainolds . . who had bin 
nibling.. at the Preface to his eviction of Sanders his 
Demonstration. 1703 T. N . City 4* C. Purch. Pref. 22 Upon 
Eviction I shall freely yield. 

+ 5. The action or process of eliciting or esta- 
blishing by argument ; demonstration, proof. Also 
an instance or means of proving ; an evidence, 
proof. Obs. Cf. Evict v. 6 , Evince v. 4 . 

1621 W. Sclater Tythes (1623) A 1 b, Difficult^ of euic- 
tion ariseth hence : first, that, etc. 1625 A. Gil Disc. Trinity 
214 Faith is said to bee ., an eviction or proofe of things 
hoped for, though they be not scene. 1653 H. More Conject . 
Cabhal. (17x3) 82 For further eviction, we may yet add, that, 
etc. 1678 Cudworth Intell. Syst. 875 That these two Circles 
should continue thus . .is a farther Eviction of a Providence 
also. 1692 L'Estrange Fables 114 A Plurality of Voices. , 
carryes the Question in all our Debates, but rather as an 
Expedient for Peace than an Eviction of the Right. 1755 
Y oung Centaur i. 22 It has ever been prej udicial to the truth, 
to labour at rational evictions of sacred mysteries. 1776 
G. Campbell Philos. Rhet, (1801) 1 . 1. iv. 82 The sole and 
ultimate end of logic is the eviction of truth. 

t Evrctive, a. Obs. rare- 1 , [f. L. evict - (see 
Evicts.) + -ive.] Tending to evince or prove; 
demonstrative, conclusive. 

1624 Bp. Mountagu Gagg x. 75 Your texts . . are not 
evictive, nor convincing. 

E victor (Zvrktsi). Also evieter. [f. Evict v. 
4 * -or.] One who evicts. 

a- One who expels the inhabitants from a 
country, b. One who evicts his tenants, c. A per- 
son employed to eject tenants from their holdings. 

1816 Keatinge Trav. I. 162 They [Moors of Spain] were 
as different too.. from their conquerors and evictors as 
possible. 1865 Pall Mall G. 14 Oct. 5/2 One of the pitmen 
. .barricaded his door, and as the evictors had no warrant 
to force it open the proceedings were suspended. *885 
Manch. Exam. 20 Oct. 4 7 A crusade against those de- 
nounced as evicters and rackrenters. x888 Kenny in Times 
2 Oct. 5/6 The Plan of Campaign, .is. .their [the tenantry's} 
only, .protection against the hand of the evictor. 

Evidence (,e*videns), sb. Forms: 4-6 evi-, 
evydens, -nee, (5 hevydense, 6 esvedence, 
ewydenee), 4 - evidence. [ME. evidence, a.F . Evi- 
dence , ad. L. evidentia, f. evident-em : see Evi- 
dent. Cf. Pr., Sp. evidencia , It. evidenza . ] 

I. 1. The quality or condition of being evi- 
dent ; clearness, evidentness. 

1665 Boyle Occas. Refi. v. iv, (1675) 310 Certain Truths, 
that have in them so much of native Light or Evidence. . 
it cannot be hidden. X665 Bunyan Holy Citie Pref. Ep. 
Alij, I should not have been able to speak . . so much as five 
words of truth with life, and evidence. 1677 Hale Prim. 
Orig. Man.. 1. ii. 63 They [our faculties] expand and evolve 
themselves into more distinction and evidence of themselves. 
1721-1800 in Bailey. 1882 Mivart Nat. 4 Th. (1885) 122 
So evident that we require no grounds at all for believing 
them save the ground of their own very evidence. 

b. In evidence [after F. en evidence] : actually 
present ; prominent, conspicuous. 

x8.. Bladsw. Mag., The sister whose presence she had re- 
lied on was not in evidence. 1873 Browning Red Cott. 
Nt.'Cap 479 The faithful of our province raised the sum.. 
And so, the sum in evidence at length, Next step was to 
obtain [etc.]. 1888 Ch. Times 28 Dec. 1 153/3 The Broad 
Church school was more in evidence than at any previous 
Congress. 

t 2 . Manifestation ; display. Obs. 

1382 Wyclif 2 Macc. iii. 24 The spirit of almi^ti God 
made grete euydence [Vulg. evident iant\ of his shewyng. 
CX430 Lydg. in Pol. Ret. # L. Poes us (1866) 45 Doblettesof 
glass yeue a gret euidence, Thyng countirfet wyl fade at 
assay. x6xx Bible Transl. Pref. 5 Which hee performed 
with that euidence of great learning. 

II. That which manifests or makes evident. 

3. An appearance from which inferences may be 
drawn; an indication, mark, sign, token, trace. 
Also f: To take evidence : to prognosticate. To 
bear, give evidence* to afford indications. 

a *300 Cursor M. 4518 (GOtt.) If ani man her ware Coude 
telle to efuat euidens it [Pharaoh’s vision] bare, cj 39* 
Chaucer Astral. Prol. r, I have perceived well by certeyne 
evidences theire ability to lerne ' ■' sciences. ■ *393 ■' Gower 
Conf. I. 81 This horse . . was to Troie an evidence Of 
love and pees for everma *398 Trkvisa Barth. De P. R. 


EVIDENCE. 

3cvm. xxxix. (1495) 800 Ofte men that shall fyght takyth 
euydence and diuineth. .what shall befalls by sorowe othe 
by the joye that the horse makith. 1530 Palsgr. 217/2 
Evydence, declai-yng of a thynge, 1601 Cornwallyes Ess. 
ix. xxxi, The creatures that giue us earthly immortalitie 
[30633 mortalitie], whose chosen evidence is beauty. 1644 
Cromwell in Ellis Orig. Lett. 1. 362 III. 300 It had all 
the evidences of an absolute Victoria. 1681-6 Scott Chr. 
Life W ' HI. 263 A plain Evidence that this God and that 
Angel of Jehovah were the same Person. 1727 De Foe 
Syst. Magic 1. ii. (18401 50, I give you this as an evidence 
of the difference in the kinds of magic, 1846 Prescott 
Ferd. $ is. II. n. 1 243 She every where afforded the evi- 
dence of faculties developed by unceasing intellectual ac- 
tion. 1856 Froude Hist Eng. (1858) II. vii. 221 An 
opportunity was offered them of giving evidence of their 
loyalty, i860 Tyndall Glac. 1. xv. 99 A day. .was spent in 
examining the evidences of ancient glacier action. 1867 
Lady Herbert Cradle L. vii. 167 The country they were 
traversing gave evidence of careful cultivation. 

b. In religious language ; Signs or tokens of 
personal salvation. 

1758 S. Hayward Sepn. xvi. 493 A person just entering 
upon eternity, .with his evidences all dark. 
f4. Example, instance (frequent in Gower). 
Also, lo take {an) evidence . Obs. 

<31300 Cursor M. 2295 (Gott.) t>is euydens \Cott. for- 
bismin g] biheld Jris oj?er. c 1377 Langl. P . PL B. xv. 429 
Go bifore as a good baneoure, And hardy hem )?at bihynde 
ben and yue hem good euydence. 1393 Gower Conf. I. 50 
Whereof thou might take evidence To reule with thy con- 
science. Ibid. III. 270 By this evidence lerne, How it is 
good, etc. 

' 5. Ground for belief ; testimony or facts tending 
to prove or disprove any conclusion. Const, for, 
of (the thing to be proved), from, of (the source of 
testimony'. f To have evidence to say , etc. : to have 
good grounds for saying, etc. (For External , 
Internal , Moral , Probable Evidence , see these adjs.} 
c 1380 Wyclif Serin. Sel. Wks. II. 107 |?e dedis }?at Crist 
dide ben unsuspect evydence |>at Crist is bo)>e God and 
man, — Sel. Wks. III. 340 pei shulden haue euydence to 
seie pat God haf> told hem jus. 1393 Gower Conf III. 87 
Theology . . yiveth evidence Of thing, which is nought 
bodely. la. 1400 Morte A rth. 2S6 Thus hafe we evydens 
to aske h e Emperour . . whate ryghte h at he claymes. 
c 1425 Wymtoun Cron. vm. xv. 163 Ois Kyng [Ed wart] ban 
feyhnyd evydens As to declere hys Consciens. .Quhat he in 
Scotland gert be dwne. 1480 Caxton Descr. Eng. 18 He 
maketh non euidence for in neyther side he telleth what 
moeueth him so for to saye. 1530 Compend. 7 V.-wf.jf 1863) 
49 But it ought to be. .as we shall proue by open euidence 
thorough goddes helpe. 1594 Hooker Eccl. Pol. x. iv. (1611) 
10 Adoration, grounded vpon the euidence of the greatnesse 
of God. x6xx Bible Heb. xi. 1 Now faith is. .the euidence 
[1887 Revised assurance) of things not seen. 1662 Stil- 
ungfl. Orig. Sacr . 111. i. ’§ 7 Those who deny that there 
is a God, do assert other things^on far less evidence of 
reason. 1736 Butler Anal 11. iii. Wks. 1874 I. 179 Its 
evidence not being so convincing and satisfactory, as it 
might have been. 1769 Junius Lett. v. 27 The plain evi- 
dence of facts is superior to all declarations. 1794 Paley 
Evid. (18251 II. 285 There' is no evidence that any forgeries 
Were attempted. 1809 Med. Jrrtl. XXI. 359 The truth., 
of which I can yet attest by living evidence. 1816 J . Smith 
Panorama Sc. fy Art l. 457 The evidence of sight is cor- 
rected by the judgment. 1846 Mill Logic in. xxi. § 1 Evi- 
dence is not that which the mind does or must yield to, but 
that which it ought to yield to. 1878 Huxley Physiogr. 
loo The weight of evidence appears strongly in favour of 
the claims of Cavendish. 

fb. An evidence : something serving as a proof. 
Obs. Cf. 8 . 

1463 Bury Wills (Camd. SocI 19 Thinges wiche I graunte 
.. expressyd as folwith aftyr in writyng that here aftyr it 
may be knowe for an euydence in the seid tabyll. 1478 
Fasten Lett. No. 821 III, 234 Donne., ffounde that the 
Duke off Suffolk was verrye patrone, whyche was (False, 
yitt they ded it ffor an euydence. 1665 Glanvill Seeps. Set. 
Addr. 3, I took the boldness to borrow that deservedly 
celebrated Name, for an Evidence to my Subject, ax 704 
Locke (J.), Cato Major, .has left us an evidence, under his 
own hand, how much he was versed in country affairs. 

c. Evidence or Evidences of 'Christianity , of the 
Christian Religion, or simply The Evidences . 
({1699 Bp.S. Bradford {title) The Credibility of the Chris- 
tian Religion, from its intrinsic Evidence.] 1729 Entick 
{title) The Evidence of Christianity asserted. 1730 (title 
of posthumous work by Addison) The Evidences of the 
Christian Religion, 1794 Paley (title) Evidences of Christi- 
anity. j 1859 Mill Liberty { 1866) 63/3 There is no reasonable 
objection to examining an atheist in the evidences of Christi- 
anity. 1864 Bowen Logic ix. 295 The_ other half [of the 
Fallacy is found] in a treatise on the Evidences. 

; ILL." Legal uses of 5 . 

0. Information, whether in the form of personal 
testimony, the language of documents, or the pro- 
duction of material objects, that is given in a legal 
investigation, to establish the fact or point in 
question. Also, An evidence — & piece of evidence, 
phr. To bear, give in, give evidence. To call in 
evidence : to call as a witness. For Circumstantial, 
Parole , Presumptive, Primd Facie, Verbal , etc. 
Evidence, see these adjs. : ( ' 

1503-4 Act 19 Hen, VII, c. 4 The seid Justices shall 
awarde to the same persone so gevyng evydens xs. 1553 
Brende Q. Curtins 1x4 Euery one of them geuing in eui- 
dence that . they had spoken 'afore. , " 1594 Daniel Conipl. 
Rosamond xcii, The bed that likewise giues in euidence 
Against ■ my soule. ' 1677 Hale Prim. "Prig. Man, n. i. 13° 
The concurrent testimonies of many Witnesses, .make an 
evidence more concludent. 1683 Lryden Ded. Plutarch's 
Lives so They, .transported their evidence to another (coun- 
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try] where they knew ’twas vendible. 2707 Curios, in Hush. 
Kf Card. 343 To be call’d in Evidence concerning a Curiosity, 
that employ’d all the Great Men of his time, a 27x4 Burnet 
Onm. Time I. ul 415 The person he had sent to Mitchell 
gave a full evidence of the promises he had made him : but 
Sharp denied them all. 1761-2 Hume Hist. Eng. App. i. 

I . 158 Want of discernment in judges, who could not discuss 
an intricate evidence. 1792 Anecd, W. Pitt I. iv. 58 To find 
proper evidence for convicting the offender. 2817 W. Selwyn 
Law* Nisi Prius (ed. 4! II. 987 Primd facie evidence of a 
publication by the bookseller. 1859 Dickens T. Two Cities 

II. xii, There was no getting over his evidence. 2863 Royal 
Charter § x6 in Loud. Univ. Calendar (x866) 25 Which 
Register shall be conclusive evidence that any person whose 
name shall appear thereon, .is. .entitled to vote. 

transf. x6xx Bible Transl. Pref. 5 So S. Chrysostome, 
that lined in S. Hieromes time, giueth euidence with him. 
a 17x9 Addison Evid, Chr. Relig. (1730) 23 They bear evi- 
dence to a history in defence of Christianity. 1875 Scri- 
vener Led. Grk. Test . 10 Their evidence is entirely inde- 
pendent of the later Greek copies. 

b. The evidence : the testimony which in any 
particular cause has been received by the court 
and entered on its records. Similarly, To be or pro- 
duce in evidence : to be a part, or to produce as a 
part, of the evidence before the court. 

1817 W. Selwyn Law Nisi Prius (ed. 4) II. 959 The policy 
must be produced in evidence, i860 Dickens Uncomm. 
Trav. via. The same incorrigible medical forefinger pointed 
out another passage in the evidence. Mod. The document 
is not in evidence, 

e. Statements or proofs admissible as testimony 
in a court of law. 

18x7 W. Sei .wyn Law Nisi Prius (ed. 4) II. Index, Fleet 
books, not evidence. Where declaration of wife, and letters 
written by her, are evidence. Mod. What a witness states 
on hearsay is not evidence. My lord, I submit that this 
document is not evidence. 

+ 7. One who furnishes testimony or proof; a 
witness. Sometimes collect. — t witnesses.’ Obs. 

1593 Shaks. Liter. . 1650 His scarlet lust came evidence to 
swear That my poor beauty had purloin'd his eyes. 1605 
— Lear in. vi. 37 I’ll see their trial first : Bring in the 
evidence. x68x Trial S. Colledge 72 And did not you 
come to me and tell me, there was a noise of your being 
an Evidence. 1731 Genii. Mag. 218 The Lady Lawley was 
sentenced to be imprisoned one month for spiriting away an 
evidence. 1762 Foote Orators n. (1767 50 Look upon this 
evidence, was he present at Mr. Parson’s knockings. 1823 
Scott Peveril xli. Two infamous and perjured evidences . . 
made oath to the prisoners’ having expressed themselves in- 
terested in the great confederacy of the Catholics, 
tb. transf. A spy. Obs. 

x6gt Southerns Sir A . L<n»e v. i, Get yon gone then, 
like an Evidence, behind the hangings. 

e. To turn Kings ( Queen's , Stalls') evidence 
(formerly also + 7 '0 turn evidence ), said of an 
accomplice or sharer in a crime : to offer himself 
as a witness for the prosecution against the other 
persons implicated. 

1722 Dr Foe Col. Jack (1840) 79 One of the gang, to save 
his own life, has turned evidence. 1865 H. Kingsley Hill- 
yars fy B. iv, I hate a convict who turns Queen’s evidence. 
x886 Science (N. Y.) VIII. 603 Mr. Bartlett Channing Paine 
comes into court, and, as state’s evidence, gives the follow- 
ing testimony, transf. 1889 Daily News 25 Dec. 5/2 The 
Bishop might have been better employed than in turning 
King’s evidence against the Sermon on the Mount. 

1 8. A document by means of which a fact is 
established (see quot. 1628 ) ; esp. title-deeds. (In 
1 5 ~ 1 6 th c. often in collective sense = * documents * ; 
sometimes with a numeral, as if mistaken for an 
actual plural. Cf, Evident.) Obs. exc. Hist, and 
in legal formulae. 

a 1444 Poston Lett. No, 38 I. 51 The evidences, .receyved 
of yow at your last beyng at Norwich. 1465 Ibid. No. 500 

II. 179, I have put your evydens that com owte of the 
abhay in a seek and enseylyd hem under Ric. Call ys seall. 
1465 Mann, dr Househ. Exp. (1841) 175 The same day 
Brame toke to Thorneton sertene hevydense of myn, to take 
to James Hobard. 1501 Plumpton Corr. 151 All your new 
esvedence by your fatherto John Norton. 1505 in Eng. Gilds 
(iS70'327A boxe w fc iiij ewydence w l iij other wretynges. 1535 
Coverdale Jer. xxxiL 14, I charged Baruch . . to take this 
sealed euydence with the copie. 1587 Holinshed Chron . 

III. 938 A poore woman.. besought him to declare what he 

had doone with euidences of hirs. 2594 M irr. Policy ( 1 599) 
I ij. All the farmers, .were murthered, . their goods spoiled, 
their euidences burned, their houses raised. 1628 Coke On 
Litt. 283 a, Writings vnder seale, as Charters and Deeds, and 
other writings without seale, as Court Rolles, Accounts, 
and the like .. are called Euidences. a 1672 Wood Life 
(18481142 He began to peruse the evidences of Oriel coll, in 
their treasury. 1706 in Phillips (ed. Kersey 1. 1818 Cruise 
Digest (ed. 2) IV. 327 The next clause usually inserted 
is, ‘ together with all deeds, evidences, and writings ’. 2875 

J. T. Fowler Ripon Ch. Acts (Surtees) Pref. 5 A book of 
evidences relating to Obits kept in Ripon Minster. 

9. Comb. 

1827 8 Bentham Wks. (1843) X. 584 You might go on to 
examine evidence of the character of the evidence-giver. 
1828 C. Wordsworth K. Chocs. I, 103 A more visionary 
piece was never sketched by the pencil of a determined evi- 
dence-maker. 1832 R. Southey in Q. Rev. XLVII. 500 
Jurymen are not trie only persons who, upon occasion, can 
show themselves evidence-proof. 

Evidence (e*videns\ v. [f. prec. sk] 

1. trans. Of things: To serve as evidence for ; 
to attest, prove. Rarely intr. To evidence to. 

at6x 9 Fotherby A theom. u. xii. § 2/1622) 334 The testi* 
monie of neither of them . . doth so euidence the matter, as 
the things themselues doe. 1657 Austen Fruit Trees 1. x 
Worcestershire . . Kent, and many other parts . , can sufli- 
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ciently evidence the profits of Orchards. 1690 Penn Rise 
<§• Progr. Quakers 1x834) 57 His behaviour at Derby, .did 
abundantly evidence it. 1742 Young Nt.Th. yxi. 520 Fierce 
passions. .presage a nobler Sight, And evidence our title to 
the skies. 1859 Halliwell Evid. Chr. 97 Occurrences evi- 
dencing the divinity of Christ. 1875 Lyell Princ. Geol. ted. 
12) II. n, xxviii. 88 The Hillsides . . were much shaken, as 
evidenced by the many bare patches with which they were 
checquered. 1885 Clodd Myths $ Dr. 1. iv. 6S The survival 
of grammatical forms common to the Aryan ancestors., 
evidenced to one parent primitive speech. 

2. Of persons: To support by one’s testimony, 
attest (a fact or statement). 

a 1647 W. Bradford Plymouth Plantation f 1856) 424 Y* 
cause and passages . . were clearly represented & sufficiently 
evidenced. 1667 E. Chamberlayne St. Gt. Brit : 1. (268 4) 336 
No one Saint in all the. Calendar (except those attested by 
Scripture) is better evidenced. 1722 Southerne Disap - 
pointm. hi. ii, I invoke Heav’n, earth, and men to evidence 
my truth. 1826 Disraeli Viv. Grey in. iv, The one [story] 
I am about to tell is so well evidenced that I think even 
Mr. Vivian Grey will hear it without a sneer. 1864 Bowen 
Logic xiii. 422 This is no reason for doubting their reality, 
when they are evidenced by Intuition. x8S6 Burton A rab. 
Nts. -abridged) 263 If the truth of her story be evidenced 
I will exact retaliation. 

1 3. To establish by evidence ; to make evident, 
demonstrate, prove. With simple obj., obj. sen- 
tence, or inf. Obs. 

1632 J. Lee Short Survey Sweden 53 How great forces. . 
this mighty Prince is able to bring into the field, may. „ by 
this late . . expedition . .easily be evidenced. 1648 Chas, I in 
Neal Hist. Pur it. III. 506 Until the same shall be evi- 
denced to me to be contrary to the word of God. 1649 
Selden Laws Eng. 1. xvi. (1739) 32 This the words of the 
Historian do evidence. 1665-6 Phil, Trans. I. 244 Cassini 
pretends to evidence by his observations, that those spots 
were very large. 1673 Temple Ess. Irel. Wks. 1731 I. 1x8 
The Horses must be evidenced by good Testimonies to have 
been bred in Ireland. 1749 Fielding Tom Jones xvni. vii, 
Put together so many circumstances to evidence an untruth. 
2793 T. Jefferson Writ., (1859) III. 550 Our laws . . to evi- 
dence their right to this, permit them, etc. > 1806-7 J* 
Beresford Miseries Hum. Life 1. Introd., As I will evidence 
in a few instances already quoted. 

4. With reference to legal evidence, f a. To 
give evidence against (a person). Obs. 

i6gt Luttkell Brief R el. (1857) II. 190 Charles Edwards, 
who evidenc’d Mr. Arnold in 1683 .» hath made affidavit . . 
that what he swore against Mr. Arnold was false. 1693 
Remarks Late Serm. (ed. 2) 6 One T.O. . .hath. .Evidenc’d 
I know not how many to the Gallows. 

f b. To disclose or relate as a witness. Obs. 
1656-7 Burton's Diary (1828) I. 336 He evidenced two 
remarkable passages of her life. 1694 Crowne ReguLus m. 
ii, I have nothing to evidence. x8ta J. J. Henry Camp, 
agsf. Quebec x6i The wretch had evidenced all our pro- 
ceedings minutely. 

c. intr. To give evidence, appear as a witness. 
1656 S. H. Gold. Law 19 His apparent perfections, .spake 
and evidenced for him. 1692 Rochester Contriv. S. Black* 
head In Select. Harl. Misc. (1793) 5x1 One of the most 
graceless wretches, that ever yet entered upon the stage of 
evidencing. 1693 Luttrell Brief R el, (1857) III. 185 Her 
maid- .will evidence against her. 1887 Scribn. Mag. (Far- 
mer Americanisms), I hadn’ ’a’ thought ye’d ’a evidenced 
agin me that- a- way. 

5. To give evidence or indication of ; to indicate, 
manifest. Const, with sb. or reft. pron. as obj., 
also with complementary inf. or with obj. sentence. 

f x6xo Sir J. Melvi l M ent. ( 1735 ■ 9 1 Thereby evidencing she 
did not stand upon Ceremonies, 1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. 
Ep. iv. xiii. 225 Were there any such effectuall heat in this 
starre, yet could it but weakly evidence the same in Summer, 
1659 Hammond On Ps. xxxlv. 20 Paraphr. 183 Evidencelh 
it selfe in a signal preservation of such. 1663 Charleton 
Chor. Gigant. 56 The ruines evidence themselves to be the 
effect, a 1729 Clarke On the Evidences 331 (R. ) The effect 
. .evidenced itself in a. . remarkable manner. 1788 W. Tudor 
in Sparks Corr. Amer. Rev. (1853) IV. 230 A desire of evi- 
dencing that respect and gratitude which I . . feel for you. 
1863 Mrs. C. Clarke Shaks . Char. xii. 299 Her native 
hilarity of heart is evidenced constantly. 1872 Browning 
Fifine xliii, If somehow every face. . Evidence, .that warm 
Beneath the veriest ^asb, there hides a spark of soul. 1876 
Digby Real Prop. viii. 349 The courts eagerly seized on any 
expressions evidencing this intention. 

Hence Evidencing ppt, a. and vbl. sb. Also attrib. 
1630 Sanderson Serm. 1 1 . 253 For the farther evidencing 
of the necessity of which duty. 1654 Earl Orrery Partken. 
(1676) 170 By so evidencing a demonstration, it was im- 
possible to separate us. 1682 Abs.tjr Achit. 11. 74 Since our 
evidencing days began 1 1774 Goldsm. Hist. Greece L 337 
The most detested .. part of the citizens, such as lived by 
evidencing and informing. 

t E videnceaLle, a. Obs . [f. prec. + -able.] 
That, . may be evidenced; capable of being evi- 
denced or proved. 

2665 J) Sergeant Sure-footing in Chr. 3 This must.. he., 
easily evidenceable by other knowledges. 1668 Howe Bless. 
Righteous (1825) 141 Wherein', that necessity is evidenceable 
•from the nature of this blessedness. 1687 Relai. Eng. 
Reform, 249 What is easily evidenceable to another, may 
happed not to be so to the Sovereign power. 

Hence f Evide'XLCeableness. 

*665 J- Sergeant Sure-footing in Chr. 55 To show die 
Evidenceableness of Tradition’s Ruling Power. 

+ E’videncer. Obs. [f. as prec. + -ER b] One 
who gives evidence ; a witness. 

1593 Nashe Christ's T. (1613) 25, I, which am the Lord 
and Authour of life, must bee the Authour and Euidencer 
against thee of death. 1653 R. Bailue Dissuasive Find. 
(1655) 27 The first evidencer of justification, a 1734 North 
Exam. n. iv. (1740) 238 Oates wrought.. to bring him into 
the Preferment of an Evidenceris Place. 
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t 22 M videnceship. Ol>s. ff. Evidence sb. + 
'SHIP.] a, The office or function of an evidence 
(or witness), b. humorously , as a title (after lord- 
ship, etc.). 

0x734 North Lives I. 315 And thereby gave so great 
offence to their evidenceships, the plot witnesses. 1748 
Richardson Clarissa (1811) IV. 338 That ingenious knack 
of forgery, .and a detection since in evidenceship, have been 
his ruin. 

Evidencive (e*vidensiv), a. rare. [f. Evidence 
v. + -ive. J Giving evidence or indication ; indica- 
tive. Const, of, 

1848 Ld. Wodehouselee in Ramsay’s Wks. III. App. 390 
The most remarkable circumstance evidencive of his en- 
thusiastic attachment. 

t Evidency (e*vidensi). Ohs. [ad. L. evidentia l 
see E viden ce and -ency. ] 

1. The quality or state of being evident or clear*, 
clearness, evidentness ; « Evidence sb. 1. 

J S 33 . tr * Erasmus’ Cam. C-rede 150 b, Payntyng yetteth 
the thing forth to the eye. .and perfourmeth that euidencie 
makynge the thynge manifeste. 159a tr. Junius on Rev. 
xvii. 8 So I expound the words of the Apostle for evidency 
sake. x6ix Bible Proxt. viii, Argt,, The fame and euidencie 
of wisdome. 

2 . Indication, mark, sign, token; = Evidence 
sb. 3. 

igSS Bright Melanch. xxxvi. 206 These things being mat- 
ters of judgement . .& consisting of euidencie to be knowen 
of others. 1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. in. xxv. 178 
These are not dead when they cease to move or afford the 
visible evidencies of life. 18x3 Examiner 26 Apr. 266/1 Surer 
evidencies of the immortality of man. 

Evident (evident), a. and sb. [ad. L. evident - 
e m, in same sense, f. e- out 4- vident-ein, pr. pple, 
of videre to see, Cf. Fr. evident. 

With the use of this'active form in passive sense cf. ‘to 
look (well or ill)’, Ger. anssehen to appear, lit, * to see out.’ 
Late Lat. had the pass, evideri to be evident.] 

A. adj. 

1 . f a. Of physical objects : Distinctly visible ; 
conspicuous {obs.). to. (With mixed notion of 2) 
of tokens, vestiges, etc,, or of states or conditions : 
Obvious to the sight ; recognizable at a glance. 

138a Wyclif Wjsd. xiv. 17 The euydent [x388opyn,x6xi ex- 
presse ; Vulg. evidentem\ ymage of the king, whom worshipen 
thei wolden, thei maden. c 1400 Festivall in Hearne R. 
Brwme’s Chron. Pref. 198 pat ylke white cerne [printed 
cerue] was an euydent tokon of her martirdome. ^1430 Lydg. 
Thebes nr. (15001 K iiij, The Grekes Dysespeyred Dempte 
playnly by tokens euydent. 1483 Caxton G. de la. Tour 
A v, He doth for them euydent myracles. XS70 Dee Math. 
Pref. 7 Make good euident tnarkes, at euery inches end. 
1598 Drayton Heroic . Ep. 1. 68 Then doe I strive to wash 
it out withTeares, But then the same more evident appears. 
1667 Milton PPL. IX. 1077 Bad Fruit of Knowledge.. 
Which leaves, .in our Faces evident the signes Of foul con- 
cupiscence. ^ 1669 Sturmy Mariner’s Mag. n. 79 At Shoot- 
ing at a Ship in a River, he must put his Piece to some 
evident mark on the other side the River, cxjgo Imison 
Sch. Art II. 65 Thin persons have the muscles of the neck 
much more evident than would be judicious to imitate [in 
painting], 3806 Med. Jrnl. XV. 443 Of which [small -pox] 
she bore evident marks. 1820 Keats Hyperion 1. 338 Thou 
canstjmove about, an evident God. i 85 o Tyndall Glac. 
11, xvii. 320 The retardation of the ice is most evident near 
the sides. 

2 . Clear to the understanding or the judgement ; 
obvious, plain. Const, to. f (//) is evident to be 
. . . : it is evident that (it) is . . 

1393 Gower Conf. III. 221 Which in the bible is evident, 
How David in his testament, etc. 1541 R. Copland Galyen’s 
Terap. 2 B iv b, It is euydent y b none indication is 
taken of the cause. x6ox Shaks. Twel. N. n. v. 128 Why 
this is evident to any formal! capacitie. 1649 Selden Laws 
Eng. 1. (1739) 202 It is evident to be nothing but a Temporal 
Monarchy. 1659 Pearson Creed 4 Truths apparent in 
themselves . . are not called Credible, but evident to the 
understanding. 1754 Edwards Freed. Will 11. xii. 119 
For a Thing to be certainly known to any Understanding, is 
for it to be evident to that Understanding. 1842 Bischoff 
Woollen Manuf. II. 360 .The vast importance of sheep, with 
their constant increase, is most evident. 1874 Morley Com- 
promise (1886) 209 That this distinction is as sound on the 
evolutional theory of society as on any other is quite evident. 

t b. Occasional uses: Having preponderating 
evidence. Of a remark : Obviously true. Obs. 

X711 Shaftesb. Charac. hi. § 2 (1737) IB 417 Upon fair 
Conviction, to give our heart up to the evident side . . is to 
help Reason heartily.. 1723 De Foe Plague (18401 192 But 
this remark of my friend's appeared more evident in a few 
weeks more. 

f 3 . Of a sign, testimony, etc. : Indubitable, cer- 
tain, conclusive. Obs. 

1529 More Heresyes 1. Wks. 161/1 No scripture can be 
euident to proue any thing that he lyst to deny. 1571 
Golding Calvin on Ps. xx. 20 He yeeldeth an evidenter 
witnesse of his trust. x6ix Shaks. Cymb. 11. iv. 120 Render 
to. me some corporall signe about her More euident then 
this : for this was stolne. 1631 Gouge God’s Arrows 1. § 39. 
61 We see how ... evident the holy Scripture is in this prin- 
ciple of our Christian Faith. 1653 Milton Hirelings Wks. 
(1847) 43°A Where did he assign it [the tenth], or by what 
evident conveyance to ministers? 

quasi-adv . « Evidently, Obs. 

* 5 *p Inter l. Four Elements in Hazl. Dodsley I. 38 One 
way it [the earth] is round, I must consent, For this man 
proved it evident. 

B. sb. Something that serves as evidence ; spec. 
in Sc. Law, a document proving a person’s title 
to anything ; usually in pi. title-deeds. 
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2424 Sc. Acts Jas. / (1597) § 9 The King. .may gar su al- 
mond, all. .his tennentes . . to schaw their charters and evi- 
dentes. 253S Stewart Cron. Scot. III. 247 His lordis all 
befoir him he [Robert the Bruce] gart caw, Thair euidentis 
of thair landis till schaw. 2678 in Burt. Lett. N . Scot. (18x8) 
I. 64 [Inscription in a house] 16 Christ is my life and rent 78 
His promise is my .evident. x8x6 Scott Antiq. iv, It is 
written all these various ways in the old writings and evi- 
dents. 1 868 Act 3 1-32 l' id. c. 101 § 8 Absolute warrandice 
as regards the lands and writs and evidents. 

f E*vident, V. Obs. rare— K [f. prec.] = Evi- 
dence v. 

1643 Prynne Sort. Power Pari. n. 74 As all the old and 
new Acts, .with other such aides in all our Kings Reignes, 
abundantly evident. 

Evidential (evide*njal), a. [f. L. evidenti-a 

+ -AL.j 

1. a. Of or pertaining to evidence, b. Based or 
resting on evidence ; relying on evidence ; esp. the 
Evidences of Christianity, as in Evidential method, 
school \ system. 

1654 W. Sclater Fun- Serm. 20 No such evidential! verity 
is demonstrated in Holy. Writ, as of Absolute Necessity to 
be believed unto salvation, x668 Howe Bless. Righteous 
(18251 204 It is a steady .. direction of heart towards the 
future glory, .that must be the evidential ground of thy hope 
to enjoy it. 1683 E. Hooker Pref. Ep. Pordagfs Mystic 
Div. 69 The firm and evidential Probation of in visibls, things 
out of sight. 1772 R. Hill in Fletcher Logica Genev. 
58 You cannot suppose that . . he intended to exclude good 
works in an evidential sense. X865 Mozley Mirac. i. 7 The 
evidential function of a miracle is based upon the com- 
mon argument of design. 1871 Tylor Print. Cult. 1 . 380 The 
basis of theological science must be historical as well as evi- 
dential. 1882-3 Schaff Encycl. Relic. Knowl. III. 2507/1 
Whately was a genuine disciple of the * evidential’, school. 
Faith is to him the conclusion drawn from historical 
premises. 

2. Furnishing evidence; having the nature of 
evidence ; serving to attest. Const, of 

01641 Bp. Mountagu Acts <$• Mon. (1642) 198 Sight of all 
our senses is most active, penetrative, discerning, and evi- 
dential!. 1701 Fleetwood Miracles 229 Those [miracles] 
should be Evidential ones, which God enables Men to 
work in order to gain belief. 1837 J. Macculloch Proofs 
Attrib. God II. 431 Subjects evidential of the attributes of 
the Deity. 1839 Blackw. Mag. XLVI, 04 Evidential mira- 
cles. .simply prove Christianity. 1879 Farrar St. Paul I. 
202 That Paul should have passed . . from one direction of 
life to the very opposite is evidential of the power and signi- 
ficance of Christianity. 

f 3. Resting on documentary evidence. Obs. 
(Foikingham explains that the ‘evidential' character of a 
possession is that which is denoted by such terms as feodum , 
allodium , etc.) 

16x0 W. Folkingham Art of Survey in. i. 65 The Pro- 
priety of Possessions intimates their particular state and 
condition, and may be diuided into Yocail and Euidential. 
Ibid. ui. ii. 66. 

Evidentially* (evide'njali), adv. [f. as prec. 
+ -ly2] 

1. By means of evidence ; as regards evidence ; 
with regard to its value as evidence. 

1654 Eyre in Warren Unbelievers Biij, Faith is from 
justification causally, and justification by faith evidentially. 
01734 North Lives I. 362 It was believed, though not so 
soon evidentially discovered, that a rebellion was ready 
to break out. 1836 G. S. Faber Answ. Hnsenbeth 6 Any 
doctrine which can be shewn evidentially to have existed 
in the third century. x88 6 Gurney Phantasms of Living 
I. 35 Of the two series .. the second is evidentially to be 
preferred. 

f 2. Intuitively. Obs. 

axjt6 South Serm. IX. xi. 323 They [angels] do not 
fully and evidentially know them [the mysteries of God]. 

Evidentiary (evide*njari), a. [f. t,. evidenti-a 
Evidence + -ary.] 

1. Of or pertaining to evidence ; = Evidential r a. 
x8xo Bentham Packing (1821) 181 The clearing of his 

character . . so far as concerns evidentiary trustworthiness. 
1846 Grote Greece 1. xix. II. 56 An inscription .. carries 
evidentiary value under the same conditions as a published 
writing on paper, 1879 Carpenter Ment. Phys. I. ix. §2. 
395 Through its power of modifying the relative force of 
different evidentiary considerations. 

2. Furnishing evidence ; having the nature of 
evidence. Const, of = Evidential 2 . 

1818 J as. Mill Brit. India III. i. 32 The charges ought 
to be exhibited first; and no evidentiary matter granted, 
but, etc. 2827 Bentham Ration. Evidence Wks. 1843 VII. 
20 To treat it upon the footing of an evidentiary act, with 
reference to the corresponding principal act. 1845 Mill 
Ess. II. 221 But they are evidentiary of a tone of thought 
which has prevailed so long among the superior intellects. 
1873 Contemp. Rett. XXVI. 580 The upward slant . . be- 
comes an evidentiary fact of singular cogency. 1875 
Postf. Gains 11. (ed. 2) 201 It is only the adventitious or 
accidental or evidentiary portion of the title in which they 
differ. 

Evidently (e-videntli), adv. [f. Evident a. + 

-LY^.J 

1 1. So as to be distinctly visible or perceptible ; 
with perfect clearness, conspicuously. Flence in 
active sense, with vbs. of perceiving, knowing, 
explaining, etc. : Without possibility of mistake 
or misunderstanding; clearly, distinctly. Obs. or 
arch. 

c 1374 Chaucer Booth, nr. xi. 101 panne alle the dyrknesse 
of his mysknowynge shal seen, .euydently to [J?e] syhte of 
his vndyrstondynge. 1477 Earl Rivers (Caxton) Dictes t 
Whiche grace euidently to me knowen and understonde hath 
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compelled me [etc]. 1551 Turner Herbal 1. B viija, It is 
evidently knowen that water will wexe thycke, if this roite 
be brused and put in it. 1584 Fenner Def. Ministers (1587) 
39 We haue here most manifestlie & most euidentlie written 
the contrarie, 1594 Hooker Eccl. Pol. 1. viii. (i6ix) 21 
Things which men by the light of their naturall vnderstand- 
ing euidently know. x6xx Bible Gal. iv. 1 O foolish Gala- 
tians, .before whose eyes Jesus Christ hath been evidently 
[Revised, openly] set forth. 1725 De Foe Voy. round 
World (1840) 277 , 1 found the way go evidently down hill. 
1776 Gibbon DecL^F. xii.. (18541 II* 4* An act., which 
evidently disclosed his [Tacitus'] intention of transmitting 
the empire to his descendants. 1794 Sullivan View Hat 
I. 435 All the substances hitherto examined .. have evi- 
dently appeared to be compounded of one or more of these 
elementary principles. 1833 Cruse Eusebius 1. vi, 31 And 
this is evidently proved to have been fulfilled. 

2 . So that the fact predicated is evident ; mani- 
festly, obviously. Now chiefly parenthetic ; = * as 
manifestly appears * as may be clearly inferred’. 

1690 hocKE Hnm. Und. n, xxix. § 5 No Idea, therefore, 
can be undistinguishable from another . . for from all other, 
it is evidently different. 1748 Hartley Observ . Man 1. in, 
387 Those who walk and talk in their Sleep, have evidently 
the Nerves of the Muscles so free, as that, etc. 2761 Hume 
Hist. Eng. 1 1 . xxxvi. 292 Reason was so evidently on their 
side. 1839 Thirlwall Greece VIII. 391 They evidently re- 
garded Macedonia as a bulwark against the encroachments 
of Rome, i860 Tyndall Glac. 1. xi. 71 The spirit and the 
muscles were evidently at war. 

f 3 . Sc. Law. By evidence of a deed or docu- 
ment. Obs. 

1609 Skene Reg. Maj., Forme ofProces 118 Quhen the 
defender proves his exception, or duplie, be sic wreit, and 
evidently as said is, lib. x. c, 25. 12. quon attach, c, 81. 

Evidentness (e-vid&ntnes). [f. as prec. + 
-ness.] The quality or state of being evident ; 
clearness, obviousness, plainness. 

1552 in Vicary's Anat. (1888) App. xvi. 295 It behoueth 
first to vnderstande for the more evidentnesse of that 
that foloweth, that [etc.]. 1587 Golding De Mortiay 

viii. xoo What euidentnesse or certeintie is there in the 
Greeke Histories. 1730-6 Bailey (folio', Evidentness , 
plainness to be seen, perceived or understood. 1869 Con- 
temp. Rev. XII. 120 There is a want.. of evidentness of 
meaning. 

fEvi'gilate, a. Obs.—° [f. L. evigilat- ppl. 
stem of evigilare , f. e- out + vigildre to watch, 
f. vigil awake.] 

*730*6 Bailey i folio), EvigUate, to watch diligently, to 
study hard. 1775 in Ash. 

t Evigila'tion. Obs. rare— 1 , [ad. late L. evi- 
gildtion-em , n. of action f. evigilare : see Evi- 
gilate.] Awakening. In Diets, explained as * a 
waking or watching’. 

1720 S. Parker Biblioth. Biblica 1 . 157 The Evigilation 
of the Animal Powers, when Adam awoke. 1832 in Web- 
ster, etc. 

Evil (rv’l), a. and sb. Forms : 1-2 yfel (in 
inflexions yf(e)l-), (2-4 ifel, 2 efel, yfell, 3 
ywel(l, 2-3 ufel, 2-4 uvel(e, 2-5 ivel, (3 Bevel, 
4 ivil), 3-6 evel(l(e, (5 ewelle, hevelle, 6 ewil, 
yell), 4-6 evill(e, -yl(l(e, yvel(l(e, (6 yevill), 
4- evil. [ME. uvel {ii), OE. yfel - OS. util, 
OFris., MDu. evel (Du. euvet), OHG. ubil, tipil 
(Ger. iibel), Goth, ubils OTeut. *utilo-z ; usually 
referred to the root of up, over ; on this view the 
primary sense would be either ‘exceeding due 
measure’ or c overstepping proper limits’. 

The form evel, whence the mod. form descends, appears 
in ME. first as west midland and _ Kentish, but in 15th c. 
had become general. The conditions under which early 
M.E. (?) or (it) became (£), the antecedent of mod- Eng. (/), 
are not clearly determined ; the present word and weevil 
seem to be the only examples in which this change was other 
than local fobs, and dial, instances are yeve^ give leve 
= ‘ live ', Easle. (Other apparent examples are due to OE. 
forms with eo, resulting from u- or 0- umlaut.)] 

A. adj. The antithesis of Good in all its prin- 
cipal senses. 

In OE., as in all the other early Teut. langs. exc, Scan- 
dinavian, this word is the most comprehensive adjectival ex- 
pression of disapproval, dislike, or disparagement. In mod. 
colloquial Eng. it is little used, such currency as it has being 
due to literary influence. In quite familiar speech the adj. 
is commonly superseded by bad ; the sb. is somewhat more 
frequent, but chiefly in the widest senses, the more specific 
senses being expressed by other words, as harm, injury, 
misfortune , disease , etc. 

I. Bad in a positive sense. 

1 . Morally depraved, bad, wicked, vicious. Also 
absol. Obs. as applied to persons. 

971 Blickl. Horn. 37 We sceolan . . ure heortan claensian 
from yflum jejjohtum. Ibid. 161 Hi cyningum & yfelum 
ricum ealdormannum wi)?standan mihtan. rxzoo Ormin 
1742 To bsernenn all J?att ifell iss Awe.33 inn hise ]>eowwess. 
c 1340 Cursor M. 8io6(Fairf.i Lothe is Eville mannys soule 
& body boj>e. 1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. xv. cxvii. 
(1495* 532 Pentapol .. hathe that name of 5 cytees of euel 
men that were dystroyed wyth fyre of heuen. c 1440 Gesta 
Rom. x. 31 (Harl. MS.' Ivel men, )>e which neyj?er lovith 
god, ney|?er hire neghebowre. 1526 Tindale Matt. xxi. 41 
He will cruellye destroye those evyll persons. 1584 Powel 
tr. Lloyds Cambria t 6 Sigebert. .for his Euill behaviour 
was expelled. x6xx Bible Gen. viii. 21 The imagination of 
mans heart is euil from his youth. 1794 Coleridge Relig . 
M usings _ Wks. 1847 I. 94 She., from the dark embrace 
all evil things Brought forth and nurtured : mitred Atheism t 
18x7 W. Selwyn Law Nisi Prius ed 4' II. 1156 Imputing 
to a person an evil inclination. 1871 Smtles Charac. i. 
(1876) 10 Good deeds act and react on the doers of them ; 
and so do evil. 
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absol. c 1200 Trin. Coll. Horn. 23 Alle men shullen cume 
to libben echeliche . j?e gode on eehe blisse . . be uuele on 
eche wowe. c 1300 Cursor M. 25240 (Cott. Gaiba MS.) On 
domesday. .)?e euill sail fra j?e gude be drawn. 1827 Pollok 
Course T. x. 215 To the evil. .Eternal recompense of shame 
and woe. 

2. Doing or tending to do harm ; hurtful, mis- 
chievous, prejudicial. Of advice, etc. : Misleading. 
Of an omen, etc. : Boding ill. 

c 1175 Lamb . Horn. 3 Heo urnen on-3ein him al ha he- 
breisce men mid godere and summe mid ufele heonke. 
c 1205 Lay. 2541 Ah ba heora fader wes dasd pe sunenduden 
vuelne [c 1275 vuele] raed. a xzz$Ancr. R. 52 Is hit so ouer 
vuel uor te totem utward ? 1297 R. Glouc. (1724) 593 

Thurghe evelle coneeillewas slayne. .the Erie of Arundelle. 
c 3340 Cursor M. 4635 (Fairf.) He prisoned was wi;? euel 
rede, c 1380 Wyclif Sel. Wks. III. 330 Evyl ensaumple of 
opyn synne. c 1400 Lan franc's Cirurg. (MS. A.) 41 It is 
not yvel to putte a litil opium to j? e oile of j?e rosis. 
a 1400-50 A lexander 703 j?e euyll sterae of Ercules how 
egirly it soroges. c 1420 Chron . Vilod. 808 Hym shulnot 
harme non hevelle thyn ; g. c 1449 Pecock Rej>r. 4 Gouem- 
auncis of the clergie whiche summe of the comoun peple.. 
iugen to be yuele. 1530 Palsgr, 217/2 Evyll tourne, 
maluais lour. * 1584 Powell tr. Lloyd's Cambria 09 King 
Edward by Euill counsel banished Algar. 1587 Mascall 
Govt. Cattle, Oxen (1627) 36 Yeugh is euill for cattell to 
eate. 1593 Shaks. 3 Hen. VI, v. vi. 44 The Owle shriek’d at 
thy birth, an euill sxgne. x6xx Bible Gen. xxxvii. 20 Some 
euill beast hath deuoured him. a 1G49 Drumm, of Hawth. 
Wks. 32 Weigh not how we, Evil to our selves, against Thy 
laws rebell. < 1655 Culpepper Riverius 1. xvi. 57 In a great 
Headach it is evil to have the outward parts cold. 1846 
Ruskin Mod. Paint. II. n. n. xv. § 5 The neglect of art. .has 
been of evil consequence to the Christian world. 1868 J. H. 
Blunt Ref Ch. Eng. I. 403 The evil system of pluralities. 

3. Uses partaking of senses 1 and 2 : a. Evil 
will : depraved intention or purpose ; also, desire 
for another’s harm ; = Ill-will. rare in mod. use. 

c 897 K. Alfred Gregory's Past. xxi. 157 He of yfelum 
willan ne gesynga'& <21300 Cursor M. 1065 (Cott.) For 
caym gaf him wit iuel will. 1340 Ay end. 66 pe dyeuel 
beginj? b et uer oftyene and euel wyl uor to becleppe. 1377 
Langl. P. PI. B. v. 121 For enuye and yuel wille is yuel to 
defye. 1523 Ld. Berners Froiss. I. cxix. 142 The duke 
. . pardoned them all his yuell wyll. 1540 Coverdale 
Fruitf. Less. iii.'Wks. (Parker Soc.) I. 370 Many afflictions, 
much evil-will, .shall happen unto 3*0 u. 1563 Homilies n. 
Rogat . Week in. (1859) 492 Cast we off all malice & all evil 
will. 1598 Grenewey Tacitus' Ann. in. ii. (1622) 65 He 
IPiso] increased the euill will of the people towards him. 

b. Evil angel \ spirit , etc. Also, The Evil One 
(t Sc. The evil man ) : the Devil. 

495 o Lindisf. Gosp. Matt. xiv. 26 ForSon yfel wiht is. 
1555 Eden Treat. Newe Ittd. (Arb.) 2/ Sundrie illusions of 
euyl spirites. 1601 Shaks. Jut. C. iv. iii. 282 Brn. Speake 
to me, what thou art. Ghost. Thy euill Spirit, Brutus ? 
x6xx Bible Luke vii. 21 Hee cured many . . of euill spirits. 
1648 Acts Gen. Assemb. 463 (Jam.) Whitest some fell asleep, 
and were carelesse . . the evil man brought in prelacy. 1667 
Milton P. L .. ix. 463 That space the Evil one abstracted 
stood From his own evil. 1681--S J. Scott Chr. Life (1747) 
III. 347 The Ministry of the evil Angels to him. 1727 De 
Foe Syst. Magic 1. i. (18401 24 They did not suppose those 
wise men . . had an evil spirit. 1825 Lytton Zicci 2 The Evil 
Spirit is pulling you towards him. 1841 Lane Arab. Nts. 
I. 1 17 Sakhr was an evil Jinnee. i88x Bible (Revised) 
Matt. vi. 13 Deliver us from the evil one. 

c. Of repute or estimation : Unfavourable. Evil 
tongue : a malicious or slanderous speaker, arch. 

£ ‘ I 33°. R- Brunne Chron. (x8io) 20 Of him in holy kirke 
men said euelle sawe. 1382 Wyclif 2 Cor. vi. 8 By yuel 
fame and good fame, c 1450 Myrc 58 Wymmones serues 
thow moste forsake, Of euele fame leste they the make. 
1535 Coverdale Ecclus. xxviii. 19 Wei is him that is kepte 
from an eucll tonge. xSxi Bible Dent. xxii. 19 He hath 
brought vp an euill name vpon a virgine of Israel. Mod. 
Newspaper , The defendant was arrested in a house of evil 
repute. 

4. Causing discomfort, pain, or trouble; un- 
pleasant, offensive, disagreeable j troublesome, 
painful. 

« x*3i O. E. Chron. an. 1124 Se king let hine don on ifele 
bendas, X577 B. Googe Heresbach's flush, iv. (1586) x6i The 
berrie of. .the wilde Vine, .the evill taste wherof will cause 
them to loth Grapes. 1578 Lyte Dodoens 1. Ixxxviii. 130 
The herbe..is of a very evill and strong stin eking savour. 
1690 Locke Hum. Und. 11. xx. (1695) 121 We name that 
Evil, which is apt to produce or increase any Pain, or di- 
minish any Pleasure in us. 1850 Tennyson In Mem. Iv, 
Are God and Nature then at strife That Nature lends 
such evil dreams 1 

fb. Hard, difficult. Const, to with inf. Obs. 

c 1175 Lamb. Horn. 147 Hit is uuel to understonden on 
hwulche wise Mon mei him solf forsake. 1377 Langl. 
P. PI. B. xv, 63 Hony is yuel to defye and engleymeth j?e 
mawe. 1523 Ld. Berners Froiss. I. ccxxi. 286 It was yuell 
mountyng of yt hyll. 1551 Turner Herbal 1. A ivb, As- 
triction .> is ether very euyll to be founde, or els there is 
none to be found e at all. 

+ 5. Of conditions, fortune, etc., also (rarely) of 
persons : Unfortunate, miserable, wretched. Evil 
health : misfortune (see Health). Obs. 

c 1175 Lamb \ Horn. 33 Hwi beo we uule on bisse wrecche 
world, a 1300 P'loriz <$• Bl. 441 Hi beden God giue him 
uuel fin. 4 x340 Cursor M. 7320 (Trin.) pei aske ano{?er 
kyng ken me Euel hele f>e tyme shul J?ei se. 4x450 Merlin 
i. 20 Thow toldest the person that thow were euel thereon. 
1475 Caxton Jason 30 Thenne cam agaynst him the king 
of Poulane, but that was to his euill helthe. c 1500 Melu- 
sine 78 He. .after the dede & euylhap . . fledd with all from 
|?is land. 1530 Palsgr. 217/2 Evyll lucke, malevr. x6xx 
Bible Ex. v. 19 The officers . . did see that they were in euill 
case. 16x4 Raleigh Hist. World v. iii. § 15 So beaten and 
yn such euill plight. 


b. Of periods of time : Characterized by mis- 
fortune or suffering, unlucky, disastrous. Evil 
May-day : see May-day. 

1377 Langl. P. PI. B. ix. 120 Wastoures and wrecches 
out of wedloke . . Concerned ben in yuel tyme. c 1489 Cax- 
ton Sonnes of Ay man iii. 107 Evyll daye gyve you, god. 
1667 Milton P. L. ix. 780 Her rash hand in evil hour 
Forth reaching to the Fruit. 1738 Wesley Psalms iv, Help 
me in my Evil Day. 1806-7 J. Beresford Miseries Hum. 
Life f 1826) iv. Introd., In an evil hour I .. changed my 
lodgings, 1848 Macaulay Hist. Eng. I. 280 In times which 
might by Englishmen be justly called evil times. 1878 
Bosw. Smith Carthage 186 The Boii. .determined to antici- 
pate the evil day. 

6. Evil eye. (Phrases, To bear , cast, look with , 
an evil eye.) a. A look of ill-will. 

4x000 Liber Scintillarum xxvii. (1889) 102 Unclsennyss 
cage vfel [oculus malus] withersacung. .gemaensumiaj? man. 
1382 Wyclif Mark vii. 22 Fro withynne, of the herte of 
men comen . . vnehastite, yuel yge, blasphemyes. 2526-34 
Tindale Matt. xx. 15 Ys thyne eye evyll because I am 
good. x6xx Bible Mark vii. 22 Lasciuiousnesse, an euill 
eye [Rev. V. an evil eye], blasphemie. a 1639 W. 
Whateley Prototypes 1. xx, (1640) 202 Why should wee 
. . beare an evill eye towards them ? 1645 Quarles Sol. 
Recajit x. 79 Let not thine eyes be evill. 1704 Addison 
Italy (1733) 58 They look with an evil eye upon Leghorne. 
1875 Jowett Plato (ed. 2) I. 394 Patriotic citizens will cast 
an evil eye upon you as a subverter of the laws. 

b. A malicious or envious look which, in popular 
belief, had the power of doing material harm ; also, 
the faculty, supe rstitiously ascribed to certain in- 
dividuals, of inflicting injury by a look. Cf. Fr. 
mauvais ceil, It. malocchio. 

1796 Statist. Acc. Scot. XVIII. 123 The less informed . . 
are afraid of their [old Women's] evil Eye among the cattle. 
1797 D allaway ^£4. Constantinople 391 Nothing can ex- 
ceed the superstition of the Turks respecting the Evil Eye 
of an enemy or infidel. 1834 Lytton Pompeii 1. iii, He 
certainly possesses the gift of the evil eye. 1871 Reade 
Terrible Tempt, yxx iii. Or if you didn't kill him, you’d cast 
the evil eye on him. 1879 Miss Jackson Shropsh. Wood-bk. 
s. v. Evil , ’E’s a nasty downlookin’ fellow — looks as if ’e 
could cast a nev’l-eye upon yo\ 

II. Bad in a privative sense : Not good, 
f 7. a. Of an animal or vegetable growth or pro- 
duct, as a tree, fruit, the body , 1 humours ’ : Un- 
sound, corrupt. Of a member or organ : Diseased. 
To have an evil head : to be insane, b. Of air, 
diet, water : Wanting in the essentials of healthy 
nutrition ; unwholesome. Obs. 

4X000 Ags. Gosp. Matt. vii. 17 iElc yfel treow byrj? yfele 
waestmas. 4 xooo Sax. Leechd. II. 178 Gif of j>sere wainbe 
anre j?a yfelan waetan cumen. c 1200 Trin. Coll. Horn. 183 
Gief j?e licame be 5 euel, loS is heo ]>f sowle. c X320 Seuyn 
Sag. (WA 1878 Iuel blod was hire withinne. 1382 Wyclif 
Matt. vii. 18 A good tree may nat make yuel fruytis, nether 
an yuel tree make good fruytis. 4 1400 Lanfranc's Cirurg. 
(MS. A.) 38 Yvel fleisch growib in a wounde. Ibid. 80 If. . 
be eir beyvel, be sike man schal be chaungid into good eyr. 
a 1450 Knt. de la Tour <1868) 20 A gentille man. .was riot- 
ous.. and hadd an evelle liede [Fr. male teste]. 1523 Ld. 
Berners Froiss. I, xviii. 24 Beastis they . . myght eate at 
their pleasure without bredde, whiche was an euyll dyette. 
1555 Latimer in Foxe A. <§■ M. (1563) 1372/2, I am an old 
man and haue a verye euill backe. 1591 F. Sparry tr. 
Cattan’s Geomancie 190 I iudged that the horse had an 
euill foote and was worth nothing. 1594 Shaks. Rich. Ill , 
1. i. 139 O he hath kept an euill Diet long. 1600 Hakluyt 
Voy. (x8io) III. 341 The water whereof was so evill. x6ix 
Bible Jer. xxiv. 3 Very euill [figs] that cannot be eaten, 
they are so euill. 

8. Inferior in quality, constitution, condition or 
appearance ; poor, unsatisfactory, defective. Obs. 

971 Blickl. Hom. 197 Heo [seo cirice] is eac on onsyne utan 
yfeles heowes.^ 41300 Cursor M. 21805 (Edin.) pis tale 
quebir it be iuil or gode I fande it writin, 13.. tr. Leges 
Burgornm c. 63 in Sc. Stat. 1 . 345 And gif scho makis ivil ale 
and dois agane be custume of pe toune . . scho sail gif til hir 
mercyment vi:i s or . . be put on }>e kukstule. c 1400 Rom. 
Rose 4459 Whanne she wole make A fulle good silogisme.. 
aftirward ther shal in deede Folwe an evelle conclusioun. 
41400 Lanfranc's Cirurg. (MS. B.) 8 Euyle maners be}? 
folwynge be lyknesse of an yvele complexioun. 1561 in T. 
Thomson Inventories 141 Item, ane evill Title burdclaith 
of grene. 1576 Grindal Let. Ld. Burleigh Wks. (1843) 
392, I pray your lordship, appoint when you come to take 
an evil dinner with me. 1583 Babington Commandm. i. 
(1637) 7 If a man cut with an evill knife, he is the cause of 
cutting, but not of evill cutting. X592 in Vicary's Anat. 
(1888) Apjp. ix. 229 Vayns .. gude to be opynd for., euyll 
sight. 1609 Skene Reg. Maj. 142. 

fb. Of a workman, work, etc, : Unskilful. Obs. 

1513 More Rich. Ill (1883) 6 None euill captaine was 
hee in the warre. 1530 Palsgr, 416/1 , 1 acloye with a nayle, 
as an yvell smythedothe an horse foote. 1561 T. Norton 
Calvin's Inst. iv. 85 He is an euell pyper but a good fiddler. 
*S 77 B. Googe If eresbacE s Hush. 1.(158 6) 36 An excellent 
good seede for an evyll husbande. 1799 S. Freeman Town 
Off. 146 Forfeit every hide marred or hurt by his evil 
workmanship. 

B. sb. 

I, The adj. used absol. That which is evil. 

1. a. In the widest sense: That which is the re- 
verse of good ; whatever is censurable, mischievous, 
or undesirable. Also with adj.: moral, physical 
evil. 

c 1340 Cursor M. 939 (Fairf.) Y made evllle & good to you 
knowen. 1382 Wyclif Gen. iii. 5 ge shul ben as Goddis, 
knowynge good and yuel. 1559 Bury Wills (1850) 153, I, 
Sir Willm Paynter . . w* all vnderstanding of good and 
evell, make this my last will, x6xx Bible Gen. iii. 5. 1732 
Pope Ess. Man 1. 292 All Nature is but Art, unknown to 


thee . . All partial Evil, universal Good. 1759 Johnson 
Idler No. 891*4 Almost all the moral good wuich is left 
among us, is the apparent effect of physical, evil. 18x9 Pan- 
tologia s. v.. The most serious difficulty lies in accounting 
for the permission of moral evil or guilt. 1846 Trench 
Mirac. xviii. (1862) 295 They [the Scriptures] ever recognize 
the reality of evil. x86o Pusey Min. Proph. x8o Evil is of 
two sorts, evil of sin, and evil of punishment. 1869 J. Mar- 
txneau Ess. II. 42 Moral evil is abroad black fact. 1878 
Tait & Stewart Unseen XJniv. vii. 269 The greatest of all 
mysteries — the origin of evil. 

b. What is morally evil ; sin, wickedness. 

c 2040 Rule St. Benet (Logeman) 3 Gecyr from yfele & do 
god. a 1x75 Cott. Horn. 219 pat teonSe werod abreac), and 
awende on yfele. 4x200 2 m. Coll. Horn, xx An weretjed 
gost . . him aure tacheS to ufele. 1413 Lydg. Pilgr. Sowle 
iv. xxv. (1483) 7i To..chesen the good fro euylle. 1596 
Raleigh in Four C. Eng. Lett. 37 Converting badd into 
yevill and yevill in worse. x6ix Bible Prov. iii. 7 Feare 
the Lord, and depart from euill. 

e. What is mischievous, painful, or disastrous. 

4850 Bede’s Death-song in Sweet O. E. Texts 149 To 
ymbhyegannae . . huaet his gastae, godaes aeththa yflaes 
aefter deothdaege doemid uueorthae. 97 x Blickl. Horn. 
115 Nu is ssghwonon yfel and siege. 1x54 O. E. Chron. an. 
1135 Al unfri< 3 , & yfel, & rseflac. 4x250 Gen. § Ex. 788 
Dat ywel him sulde nunmor deren. a X300 Cursor M, 7049 
(Cott.) Iuel he sal apon J?e rais. c 1380 Wyclif Serm. Sel. 
Wks. II. 249 gelde to noo man yvel for yvel. a 1400-50 
Alexander 1699 Depely bam playnt, Quat erroure of bis 
Emperoure & euill b&i suffird. c 1450 Nominate in Wr.* 
Wiilcker 709 Morbosus , full of ewylle. x6ix Bible Job 
ii. xo Shall wee receiue good at the hand of God, and shall 
wee not receiue euil ? 1789 Bentham Pritic. Legist, xviii. 
§ 17 note, It was the dread of evil, not the hope of good 
that first cemented societies together. 1850 Tennyson In 
Mem. xcviii, Evil haunts The birth, the bridal. 

2. To do, f say evil. (In post-inflexional Eng. 
hardly distinguishable from use of Evil adv.) 
-f With evil : with evil intention, f To take in, or 
to, evil : to take (a thing) ill ; also, to be hurt by. 

4825 Vesp. Psalter xiv. [xv,] 3 Ne he dyde Saem nestan his 
yfel. 971 Blickl. Horn. 51 He us }?onne forgyldeb swa we 
nu her dob 5 Se godes ge yfeles. c xooo Ags. Gosp. Matt. v. 
xx Eadige synt ge bonne hi wyriaS eow and ehtaS eow 
and secgeaS selc yfel [Vulg. omne malum ] ongen eow. 
— John v, 29 }>a be god worhton faraS on lifes aereste, and 
ba be yfel [V ulg. mala] dydon on domes aereste. c 1340 
Cursor M. 23x83 (Trin.) For good & euele pat b®i dud ere. 
X377 Langl. P. PI. B. vm. 23 ‘And whoso synneth I 
seyae ‘doth yuel, as me binketh’. 41430 Syr Getter. 
(Roxb.) 2494 Mi lordes ..Take it not in euel that I say 
here. Ibid. 3972 That stroke Generides to yuel nam. 
c xefxtEmare 535 Another letter she made with evyll. 4 15x0 
More Picus Wks. 15/2 If folk backbite us & saie euill of 
us : shal we so grevously take it, that lest they should begin 
to do yuel? 1570 Levins Manip. 127 To do Evil, male 
facere. x6xx Bible Reel. v. 1 They consider not that they 
doe euill. 1842 Lytton Zanotii 29 He does no evil. 

3. W T ith defining word : That which is evil in 
some particular case or relation ; the evil portion 
or element of anything. Also quasi-afotfr. as in 
To see the evil of (a, course of action), 

4897 K. Aslfred Gregory's Post xxi. 157 5 )u meaht 
geseon eall Saet yfel openlice Saet Saerinne lutaS. 4x400 
Solomon's Bk. Wisd. 70 ^if he wot any yuel by b e - I S 2 3 
Ld. Berners Froiss. I. cv. 127 So that all thynges consydred, 
the good and yuell, they yelded them to therle of Derby. 
1590 Spenser F. Q. ii. viii. 29 The evill donne Dyes not, 
when breath the body first doth leaue. x6xx Bible John 
xvii. 15, I pray , . that thou shouldest keepe them from the 
euill. 1651 Hobbes Leviath. 11. xxviii, 162 All evill . . inflicted 
without intention, -is not Punishment. 1667 Milton P. L. 
1. 163 If then his Providence Out of our evil seek to bring 
forth good. 1759 Johnson Rasselas xxix. To inquire what 
were the sources of. . the evil that we suffer. 1877 Mozley 
Univ. Serm.* ii. 34 The evil which is the excess of appetite 
and passion is not so bad as the evil which corrupts virtue. 
II. A particular thing that is evil, 

4. gen. Anything that causes harm or mischief, 
physical or moral. The social evil : prostitution. 

<2x300 Cursor M. 8108. (Cott.) pir wandes thre wit-in b« 
rote Gains iuels all b^i bar al bote. 4 1325 E. E. A Hit. 
Poems B. 277, & b enne eu elez on erbe ernestly grewen. 
4x450 Castle Hd. Life St. Cut kb. (Surtees) 3696 Of twa 
euels gif ge nede be tane To chese. c 1500 Melusine 237 Of 
two euylles men ought to choose the lasse. 1539 Taverner 
Erasm. Prov. 39 A lytle euyll, a great good. 1577 B. 
Googe Heresbach's Husb. 11. (1586* 77 Among other evils, 
they [hop gardens] will be full of Woormes. x6xx Bible 
Prov. xxii. 3 A prudent man foreseeth the euill, and hideth 
himselfe. 1674 R. Godfrey Inf fy A b. Physic 94 We being 
admonisht by the Vulgar proverb, To choose the least of 
Evils. 1793 Burke Corr. (1844) IV. 135 There are evils to 
which the calamities of war are blessings. 1835 Thirl wall 
Greece 1 . 305 Correcting an evil which disturbed the internal 
tranquillity of Sparta, 1848 Macaulay Hist. Eng. II. 136 
One of the chief evils which afflicted Ireland. 1871 Morley 
Voltaire (1886} 13 A real evil to be combated. 1875 Jowett 
Plato (ed. 2) V. 75 We can afford to forgive as well as pity 
the evil which can be cured. 

f 5. A wrong-doing, sin, crime. Usually pi. Obs. 

Beowulf 4194 [Ic] b^m leod-scaSan yfla gehwylces bond- 
lean forgeald. 4 xooo Ags. Ps. cv. 25 [cvi. 32] jfeer Moyses 
wear'S maegene gebysgad for heora yfelum. 4x175 Lamb. 
Horn. 15 pas beues b«t nulleS nu nefre swike heore uueles. 
a 1300 E. E. Psalter Ixxiv. 5 [lxxv. 4], I said to wicke, Ivels 
wicli do b^ 1, lorn- c *374 Chaucer Boetk. iv. i. 109 Yif 
pat yuelys passen wij? outen punyssheinge. c X489 Caxton 
Sonnes of Aymon xxi. 465, I have don many grete evylles 
agenst my creatour. 1559 Mirr. Mag, ^ Worcester xvii. 
King Edwardes evilles all wer counted mine. 1597 Shaks. 
Rich. Ill , 1. ii. 76 (Qo.) Of these supposed evils [Fo. 
crimes], .to acquit myself. 16x4 Bp. Hall Contempt. O. T. 
vi. ii. Men thinke either to patronize or mitigate evils, by 
their fained reasons. 


EVTX*, 


EVIL. 


1 0 . A calamity, disaster, misfortune. Obs. 

a 1300 E. E. Psalter Ixxxix. [xc.] 15 Yheres in whilke we 
segh ivels bus. ^ c 1400 Apol. Loll. 41 He reprouid f>e rych, 
and seid many iuel to cum to hem. e 1489 Caxton Sonnes 
of Aymon xix. 408 Crete evy lies and harmes are happeth 
therby. 1535 Coverdale Esther fin. 6 How can I se the 
euell that shal happe vnto my people ? 1590 J. Smythe in 
Lett . Lit, Men (Camden) 64 Ther may uppon dyvers acci- 
dents ensue such and so great eviils unto your Majestie 
and Realme. 5667 Milton P,L, 11.281 How in safety best 
we may Compose our present evils. 1791 Mrs. Radcliffe 
Rom. Forest i. With the additional evil of being separated 
from his family. 

7 . t a. gen. A disease, malady. Obs. 

cx 205 Lay. 17598 Aurilie wule beon died. pat ufel is 
under his ribben* c 1300 Ilavetok 1 1 4 Th an him tok an iuel 
Strong. 1340 Hampole Pr. Consc . 3001 Som . . Sal haf 
als pe yuel of meselry. c 1400 Maundev. tRoxb.) viii. 29 A 
medicinal thing it [aloes] es for many euils. 1480 Caxton 
Descr. Eng". 25 The yelow euyll that is called the Jaundis. 
*697 Dryden Virg. Georg, in. 843 The slow creeping Evil 
eats his way. 1725 N. Robinson Th. Physick 280 It cannot 
be expected that.. the feeling his Pulse. .will remove the 
Evil he labours under. 

fig. e 1400 Rom. Rose 3269 This is the yvelle that love 
they calle. 

b. The Aleppo evil ; ‘ a disease, which first ap- 
pears under the form of an eruption on the skin, 
and afterwards forms into a sort of boil * {Penny 
CycL XII. 12/2). f The foul evil : the pox. f The 

falling evil : —‘the falling sickness V epilepsy. 

<71340 Cursor M. 11831 (Trim) jpe fallyng euel had he to 
xnelle. <71400 Maundev. (1839) vr. 69 It heleth him of the 
fallynge Euyll. <71475 Piet. Voc. in Wr.-Wiilcker 7gi 
Hie -morlns caducns , the fallyn evylle. 1607 Tofsell 
Four-/. Beasts{i6-j-p 506 ITie bloud of a lamb mingled with 
wine doth heal, .those which have the foul evil. 1869 E. A. 
Fahkes Prnct . Hygiene (ed. 3) 79 The Aleppo evil, the 
Damascus ulcer, and some other diseases. 

c. Short for Kino’s evil: Scrofula. Also 
attrib. in f Evil gold , the gold coin (see Angel 6) 
given by the. king to those touched by him for * the 
evil’. 

I1530 Palsgr. 182 Les escrovelles, a disease called the 
quyhnancy or the kynges yvelL] 1605 Shaks. Mctcb . iv. Hi. 
146 ftfacd. What 's the Disease he meanes? Mai. Tis call’d 
the Euill. 1667 Lond. Gaz. No. 154/4 There will be no far- 
ther Touching for the Evil till Michaelmas next. 1702 Ibid. 
No. 3814/4 Stolen . .two Pieces of Evil Gold. 1737 Pope Hor. 
Efist.il. it. 219 When golden Angels cease to cure the Evil. 

S 51 Fielding in Lond. Daily Advertiser 31 Aug., Two of 
e most miserable Diseases . . the Asthma and the Evil. 
1868 Freeman Norm. Conq. {18761 II. App. 53 6 The first 
who undertook to cure the evil by the royal touch. 

C. Comb, 

1 . Of the adj.y chiefly parasynthetic adjs., as evil- 
affected (hence evil- affectedness ) , -complexmud, 
-eyed, fortuned , - headed ', -hearted, -hued, -man- 
nered, -minded (hence evil-mindedness ), -officed, 
•qualified, -savoured, -starred, -t hewed [seeTfiEw], 
- thought ed, - tongued, -w caponed, - willed ; also 
f evil-usage - Ill-usage. Evil -favoured, etc. 

x6tx Bible Actsxlv. 2 Stirred vp the Gentiles, and made 
their mindes *euill affected against the brethren. 1670 
Cotton Espernon r. iv. 154 The *evil-affectedness of the 
ople. X623 Drumm. of Hawth. Cypress Grove Wks. 121 
they were not distempered and *evil complexioned, they 
would not be sick. 1611 Shaks. Cymb. t, i. 72 You shall not 
finde me (Daughter) *EuilI-ey'd vnto you. x66x Pierce 
Serm. 29 May 35 Nor can you rationally hope to keep 
your Peace any longer, then whilest the evil-ey'd Factions 
want power to break it. 1872 Ruskin Eagle's N. § 106 But 
to be evil-eyed, is that not worse than to have no eyes? 
1490 Caxton Eneydos xxvi. 94 O fortune *euyll fortuned 
why haste thou not permytted me, etc. <71583 Balfour 
Practicks 490 (Jam J Gif the awiner of the beist . . knew 
that he was *evil-heidit or cumbersom. 1832 Tennyson 
CEnone 49 ^Evil-hearted Paris . . Came up from reedy Simois 
all alone. <2x225 Auer. R. 368 Me . . tolde him bet his 
deore spuse .. were . . lene & *vuele iheowed. 1656 Trapp 
Comm. Col ii. 20 The most uncivil and * evil-mannered . . 
of all those who have borne the name of God upon earth. 
1531 in Vicary’s A nal. (x888) App, vil 201 Opportunity was 
taken by the ^evil-minded to worry alien Surgeons. 1687 
Dryden Hind fy P. it 689 Some evil-minded beasts might . . 
wreak their hidden hate. 1817 Cobbett Pol. Reg. 8 Feb. 
164 The endeayours which have recently been exerted .. 
by designing and evil-minded men. 2884 J. Parker 
Apost. Life III. 144 We ourselves are . . Infinite in the 
variety of our *evil-miadedness. 1:607 Tourneur Rev. 
Drag. 11. i, What makes yon *euilI-offic'd man ? 1613 

Life Will. / in Select. Harl. Misc. (1793) 12 His return 
was on foot, by reason of the *evil-cmalitied ways, c 1400 
Rom, Rose 4733 [Love is] Right *evelle savoured good 
savour, 1842 Tennyson Locksley PI. 155 In wild Mah- 
ratta-battle fell my father *evil-starr'd. <7x400 Beryn 2x77 
Nevir thing so wild Ne so *evill thewid, as I was my 
selff. 1824 J. Symmons tr. AEschylus’ Agamem. xr Cure 
me of *eviI-thoughted care. 1857 in Deutsctis Rem. 8 
f he evil-tongued messenger arrived in the camp. 1645 
Milton Tetrach. Wks. (1847) 218/1 Hemingius. .writing of 
- v ?!H e '• Si ves us six^ [causes thereof], adultery, desertion, 
inability, errour, *evil usage, and impiety. 1590 Sir J. 
Smyth Tisc. Weapons Slg.* 1 **, They have been contented to 
9 » d/ > e * r 5o ^ ers 60 goe *evill weaponed, 1393 Langl. 

-it j , n * Men of holy churche, Auerouse & *euel- 
wiUed whanne thei ben aiiaunsed. <7 X400 Apol. Loll. 25 
■Who sehal rise to gidre wi]r me a-jenis be iuil willid. 1460- 
70 (1889) 26 Saturn is a planete evel-willid 

and fill of sekenes. X533 More Answ. poysoned M. Wks. 
T054/2 His wisedome will not enter into an euil- willed 
heart. 

, 2 . Of the sb. a. objective with, agent-noun, as 
"evil-say er, • speaker , - worker \ with vbl. sb- and 
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pr. pple. forming adjectives and substantives, _ as 
mil-boding, -saying, -speaking, -wishing, h. in- 
strumental, with pples., forming adjs., as f evil- 
bicaught, -impregnated. Also evil-propf a proof 
against evil. Evil-doer, -willeb, etc. 

c 1330 A rth. % Merl. 296 Thai weren sought and founde 
hem nought Tho he held hem *iuel bicought. 1833 Ht. 
M artineau Manch. Strike xi. 125 The *evil-bodings which 
a succession of Job’s comforters had been pouring into her 
ears. 1855 Singleton Virgil l. 10 c And evil-boding 
bitches, and ill-omened birds. 1855 Woman’s Devotion II. 
25 * Evil-Impregnated air that seemed to surround Lady 
Tane, wherever she went. 1864 Skeat U Mantis Poems 63 
Now, builder^ finish the walls and roof, God's blessing hath 
made it *evil-proof. 1530 Palsgr. 217/2 *Evyll sayer, 
maldisant. 1526 Pilgr . Per/. (W. de W. 1531)93 Detrac- 
cyon is a preuy & secrete * euyll sayenge of our neyghbour. 
a xzqo Moral Ode 274 peor bed naddren. -Watered and freteS 
be *uuele speken. 1413 Lydg. Pilgr. S ovule m.v. (1483) 53 
Gladly heryng euery euel speker. x6xx Bible i Pet. ii. t 
*Euill-speakings. 1705 Stanhope Paraph?-. III. 495 Many 
good Men . . look upon these Evil-speakings as a sort of 
Martyrdom. 1847 Grote Greece 11. xi. (1862) II. 339 [Solon] 
forbade absolutely evil-speaking with respect to the dead. 
a 1586 Sidney (J.), A country full of *e vil wishing minds to- 
wards him. 1552 Abp, Hamilton Caiech . (1884) 4 Behald 
the doggis, behald *ewil workeris. xfiir Bible Phil, iii, 

3 Beware of euill workers, 

f E vil, sbJ Obs. Meaning uncertain. 

(Some commentators explain it as 1 a jakes, privy ' ; there 
seems to be no ground for this exc. in the two passages 
themselves, where ‘hovel' would suit equally well. But 
identity with prec. seems quite possible.) 

1603 Shaks. Mens, for M. ir. 11. 172 Hauing waste ground 
enough, Shall we desire to raze the Sanctuary And pitch 
our euils there ? 1613 — He?t. VIII , 11. i. 67 Let/em looke 
they glory not in mischiefe Nor build their euils on the 
graues of great men. 

E*vil, sbfi dial. [The OE. word for * fork ’ is 
geaful ; a parallel form * gif el might give evil in 
dialects.] (See quot.) 

1642 in Cotton Barnstaple (1890') 68 [The common sort] 
betooke themselves to armes . . some with pikes, some with 
dunge Evells, some with great poles. 1863 Morton Cycl. 
Agric. (E.D. S.), Evil, three-pronged fork. 

Evil (z VI), adv. Forms: 1 yfele, y£Le, 3-4 
uvele, ufele, 4 ~6 evel(e, -el(l(e, yvel(e, -ell, (4 
evyil, ivel, yvyl, yvle, 5 avell, ewell, yeffell), 
4-7 evill(e, -yl(e, -yl(l(e, (6 ewill), 3- evil. 
[ME .uvele (it), ivele, evele, OE. yfele, f. yfel = 
OS. udilo (Du. euvel), OHG. ubilo, upilo (MHG. 
iibele, Ger., ubel) OTeut. In an evil 

manner; ill. 

*b 1 . Wrongly, wrongfully, wickedly, ill ; esp. with 
To do, speak , etc. Obs. ; cf. Evil sb. 2. 

c tooo Ags. Gosp. John xviii. 22 Gif ic yfele [xx6o Hatton 
efele] spraece cyb gewittnysse be yfele. c 1000 Ags. Ps. lxx[i], 
9 Oft me feala cwsedon feondas yfele. a 1300 Cursor Ilf. 
6531 (GStt.) Sone herd he . . fat his folk ful euil had 
don, c 1330 R. Brunne Citron . (1810) 147 ]>e clergy Gaf a 
grete cursyng on whilk of bam . . bat euelle bituex b am 
spak. <7x380 Wyclif Wks. (x88o) 12 pei coueiten euyle 
here neijeboris goodls. <71400 Dest?\ Troy 10493 Ector 
with envy evill he dyssayuet, Dang hym to dede. <7 1440 
Gesta Rom.xc. 413 (Add. MS.) The yonge sone . . spendid 
Euyll the money that was take hym to the v.-e of the scoie. 
1541 R. Barnes Wks. (1573) 361/1 Man euill vsyng hys free- 
will, dyd both loose him selfe, and also his freewil. 1547 
Hontilies 1, Contention n. (1859) 138 If 1 l> e evil reviled, 
shall I stand still, like a goose or afool? 1580 Baret Alv. 
E 388, It is euill done of you, iniqul facts. x6xt Bible 
John xviii. 23 If I haue spoken euill beare witnesse of the 
euill. 

b. To speak evil (OE. be) of: to speak maliciously, 
slanderously, abusively of; in later use peril, re- 
garded as a sb., but in OE. and ME. an adv. 

c xooo Ags. Gosp . Mark ix. 39 Nis nan be on minum naman 
maegen wyree & ma^e raSe be me yfele sprecan. 1535 
Coverdale Ezek. xxxvi. 23 Mygreate name. . which amonge 
the Gentiles is euel spoken of 1580 North Plutarch 740 
[Alexander’s friends] beganne..to speake euill of him. 
x6xx Bible Mark ix. 39 There is no man, which shall doe 
a miracle in my Name, that can lightly speake euill of me. 
<7 x630 Drumm. of Hawth. Poems Wits. 45 Here Aretine 
lies.. Who, whilst he liv'd spoke evil of all. <21768 T. 
Secker Serm. (1775^ Ixxxix. III. 229 Whoever is.. long evil 
spoken of, hath been faulty. 1841 Lane Arab. Nts . I. 91 
That I should be his enemy, and speak evil of him. 

f c. To hear evil : to be evil spoken, of; a= L. 
male audzre. Cf. To hear ill. Obs. 

1584 Forme of Prayer Ch. Scotl. G 2 b. If he haue . . 
gouerned him selfe in suehe sorte as the word'e of God hath 
not hearde euill. ^ 1590 Spenser F, Q. 1. v. 23 O t what of 
gods then boots it to be borne, If old Aveugles sonnes so 
evill hears? 

1 2 . Harmfully, injuriously, esp, in To evil en- 
treat ; badly, severely, shamefully. Obs. 

c 1205 Lay. 1903 Vfele [c 1275 vuele] he hine maerde. 1340 
Ayettb. 239 He het bet ha wer rb,t wel ybeat-e and euele 
y-dra^e. <7 1380 Sir Ferumb. 2557 Do make vp Seynt petris 
churche pat be Sarsynz han yule arayd. c 1400 Destr. Troy 
9685 The bodies on bent brethit full euyll a 1450 Knt. de 
la Tour 23 They. . plucked each other bi the here of the 
hede right evelle. 1485 Caxton Paris <$• V. 19 Geffroy went 
to therthe under hys hors ryght evyl hurte. 1562 Act 5 Eliz. 
c. 4. § 35 If any such Master shall misuse or evil intreat his 
Apprentice. ■ 1578 Gudefi Godlie Ball. (18681 133, I was.. 
Euill totcheit and rock it. x6ix Bible Deut. xxvi. 6 The 
Egyptians euil intreated vs, and afflicted vs. 1693 Mem. 
Ct. Teckele it. 89 More fit to ruine and evil entreat the 
Peasants.. than to fight an Enemy. 1749 Act 22 Geo. II in 
Beawes Lex Mercat. (1752) 25X Pillaged, beaten, or evil- 
in treated. 


f 8. Witk difficulty, hardly. Obs. 

1377 Langl. P.FL B. xii. 8 In byne olde elde bat yuel can 
suffre Pouerte. <7x435 Torr. Portugal 81 Fulle evylle thow 
dourst liyme stond. 1470-85 Malory Arthur 11. viii, It is 
euyl sene said the knyghtes that thou art a true man 
that thou wolt not telle thy name. 1523 Ld. Berners 
Froiss, I. ccccxxxviii 771 They shulde full yuell agone any 
farther to gette any forage, 1580 North Plutarch (1676) 
819 Brutus could evil away with the tyranny. 

+ 4 . Badly, poorly, indifferently, insufficiently; 
not well. Evil at ease *=* ill at ease, Obs. 

a 2300 Cursor M. 16119 (Cott.) Mi wyf es sumquat iuel at 
ess. c 1340 Ibid. 4422 (Trin.) Alas Joseph. .Euel is be quit 
bi trewe seruyse. 1399 Langl. Rich. Redeles iv. 52 Euyll 
be we worthy to welden oure hire. <7 1420 A nturs of A rth. 
ix, Alle bare was the body . . in clething evyl clad. 1475 
Bk. Noblesse 30 No cheveteyn can not have . , good men of 
armes eville paied. <71489 Caxton Sonnes of Aymon ix, 
253, I am evyil contente. 1523 Ld. Berners Froiss. I. 
xviii. 21 With them came other folkis of the countrey, .with 
brede euyll bakyn. Ibid. I. ixxxiii. 105 They were but yuell 
payed. 1563 Homilies n. Idolatry 11. (1859) J 97 The East 
and West Churches, which agreed evil before, .fell to utter 
enmity. 1587 Harrison England ti. xxi. (1877) 1. 332 
Sicke and evill at ease. _ 1599 Hakluyt Voy. II. xzg 
Horses, .very leane and evill appoynted for service. 

t 5 . Badly, defectively; imperfectly, unskilfully ; 
also, incorrectly, wrongly. Obs. 

a xooo Riddles x liv. 10 fGr.' Gif se esne bis hlaforde hyreS 
yfle. a 1250 Owl $ Night. 1204 Ic wot if smithes sale vuele 
clench e. <72300 Beket 404 So schal the pays of the londe 
wel uvele beon iholde. <r 1340 Cursor M. 25828 (Fairf.) 
Qua-sim dos squa is iuel ta3t. <7x400 L an franc's Cirurg. 
(MS. A.) 93 Cankre . . comeb of a wound e yvel heelid. 
c 1450 Merlin iii. 46 Sirs ye knewe Merlin full euell. 1551 
Robinson tr. More’s [/top, Ded. Ep. (Arb.) 14 A good tale 
euel tolde. 1577 B. Googe H eresbacli s Hush. 1.11586)22 
If it be shallowe in one place, and deepe in an other, it de- 
clares the grounde to be evill bandied in the plowing. 1597 
Morley bitrod. Mus. 74 Shew me a reason why the Dis- 
cord is euill taken here? 1629 Purchas Pilgrims II. 1032 
These vessels are more wide than ours, being evil made. 

1 6 . Badly, unfortunately, unhappily, unsuccess- 
fully. Obs. 

971 hlickl. Horn. 247 py lses wen sie Ipztt we yfele for* 
weorbon. a xooo Caedmons Gen . 387 iGr.) Dat sceolde unc 
Adame yfele geweorSan ymb oaet heofonrice. <71340 
Cursor M. 18278 1 Fairf.) Evylle hast bou done thy-self to 
spede. <7x400 Rom. Rose 1067 Yvel mote they thryve & 
thee . . These losengers ful of en vye 1 1401 Pol. Poems < 1 850) 
II. 97 Eve} mot he spede, that beggith of the pupfe 
more than is nede. 2795 Robin Hood (Ritson 1795) I. 83 
Yeffell mot he the, Seche thre strokes he me gafe. i6ix 
Bible i Chron. vii. 23 It went euill with his house. 

TV. With to bccozne , like , etc. Obs. 

<71230 Mali Meid. 7 To don al & drehen bat him likecS ne 
sitte hit hire se uuele. a 1300 Cursor M. 548 iGott.) Of thing 
men likis, euil or wele. <7 1300 Beket 1x79 Uvele bicom him 
to gon afote. 1540 Coverdale FruitJ. Less. Pref. Wks. 
(Parker Soc.) I. 201 How evil doth it become a believer to be 
ireful and greedy of vengeance. 1593 Shaks. 3 Hen. VI, 
iv. vii. 84 How euill it beseemes thee, To flatter Henry. 

8 . Comb. a. With agent-nouns , forming sbs., 
as evil-liver , - looker . 

1846 Trench Mir ax. xxxiii. (1862) 462 The ship of the 
Church, — encumbered with *evil-livers till it well nigh 
makes shipwreck altogether. 1887 Lady Bellairs Gossips 
w. Girls 11. 64 Do not delude yourself that . . you will be 
able to reform a lover who has been an evil liver. 2697 
Evelyn Numistn. ix. 302 Witches and *Evil-lookers as they 
call them. 

b. With pres, pples., forming adjs,, as evil- smell- 
ing; with vbl. sbs., forming sbs., as evil-getting 
(concr.), -taking. Also evil-liking, ill-favoured ; 
evil-sounding, harsh-sounding ; Evil-willing-. 

1652 Bp. Hall Invis. World in. § 5 He [Satan] heartens 
us in *evil gettings under pretence of the opportunity of 
liberal almsgiving. 1535 Coverdale Joel i. xS The bul- 
lockes are very *euel likynge because they haue no pasture. 
x88x Besant & Rice Ckapl. Fleet I. 187 They were here, 
crouched in this filthy, *evii-smeliing place. 1552 Huloet 
*Euil soundynge, absomts, 1547 Homilies 1. Salvation HL 
(1859) 32 To avoid *evil taking and misunderstanding. 

C. With pa. pples., forming adjs. (a.) With sense 
‘ wickedly, wrongly’, as evil-disposed , -gotten, -won. 
(/;.) With sense ‘ imperfectly, unskilfully * ( - mis-), 
as evil-fashioned, -loved, - ordered , -pieced, -shaped, 
•shapen, -sown, - spun , - taught . Also evil-sained 
[see Sain], lit. ‘ ill-blessed i.e. accursed. 

1563 Foxh in Latimer's Ser??i. $ Rem. (1845) p. xix, He was 
tossed and turmoiled by *evil-disposed persons. *854 J. 
S. C. Abbott Napolco?t (1855) I. xxxvii. 571, I should, on 
the contrary have created the Tribunate, had I been hypo- 
critical or evil-disposed. 1483 in Surtees Misc. (1890) 28 
Breyerton, taher, has an ewell dyspossid woman to hys 
wyff. Ibid. John Herrot has avell dysspodd chylid. 
0x496 Serm. Episc. Puer. (W. de W.) B rij, *Euyll-fassh- 
ened garmentes & deuyllysslie shoon & slyppers of frensmen. 
*539 Taverner Erasm. Prov. 25 *Euyl gotten good go 
euyll awaye. 1552 Huloet *Euil loued, antifkalus. 
1526 Househ. Ord. 235 That the napery be not torne nor 
rent or otherwise *evill- ordered. 1570-6 Lambarde Peramb. 
Kent (1826) 307 Friendship, that is but *evill peeced, will 
not iome close, but falleth asunder againe. x^8 A. King 
tr, Canisius* Cateck. K iv. Away with luther and Caluine 
and sic *euilsained sanctes. 1832 Motherwell Poems 
(1847 V 1 7 And sway to their purpose Each ^evil-shaped 
mood. X398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. xti. xxxii. (1495) 43 2 
The pecok hath an..*euyll shapen heed. <2x541 Wyatt 
Poet. Wks. (1861) 170 The gain is hers, the loss is mine : "Of 
*evil~sown seed such is the fruit 1388 Songs Cost?rme 
(Percy Soc.) 45 Ware of *evel-spon waste. 1377 Langl, 
P. PL B. xx. 185 ‘ Sire ^euel-ytau^te elde ’ quod I ‘ vnhende 
go with the' ! 1583 Sempill Ball. 210 Ane carling of the 
Quene of Phareis, That *ewill win geir to elphyne careis. 
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EVIHCEABXK 


t E vil, v- 1 Oh. Forms: i yfelan, -ian, 2 
uvelien, 3 i-uvelen, 4 evel-, yl(en, 5 evel, -yl 
[ME. uvelien [il\ OE. yfelian, i.yfel , Evil a.] 

1. irons. To do evil to ; to harm or injure ; to ill- 
.treat ; to affect with disease. 

c 1000 Ags. Ps. lxxxii[i]. 3 And ehtunga ealle haefdon, hu hi 
)>ine halgau her yfeladan. / bid. cvi[i], 38 Naes heora neata 
nan *eyfelad. cx*75 Lamb. Horn. 15 Ne seal us na mon 
jujuelien }>er uore. c 1205 Lay. 31774 Air J?e uisc i-eten weore 
i-uueled was }?e king. C1435 Torr. Portugal 1843 Thou 
.shalte lyve and wel fare, Yf the nothing evylle. 

2. intr. a. To grow bad immorally), b. To fall 
ill ; to be ill or sick. 

iooa-23 Wulfstan Addr. to Eng. (ed. Napier'* 156 Beos 
woruld. .sceal. .aer Antecristes tocyrae yfeljan swi&e. 1303 
R, Brunne Handl. Synne 8032 She euylde, And deyde 
sunner ban she wylde. 1387 Trevisa Higden (Rolls) I. 81 
In Ynde beef* men of fyue cubites long, \>at euele}? nou^t, 
no]>er sildej? vp )?e breep. 14.. tr. H igdeti 1 Rolls) VII. 516 
(Hurl. MS. 1900) The duke eueled so in the wey. 

£-vil-do*er. [f. Evil sb. + Doer.] One who 
does evil; a malefactor. 

1308 Trevisa Barth. De P, R. xn. xxxvii. 436 The herte 
of the lapwynge is gode to euyl doers. 1526-34 Tindale 
a Tim. ii. 9, I suffre trouble as an evyll dear even vnto 
bondes. i6xx Bible i Pet. ii. 12 They speake against you 
as euill doers. 1736 Berkeley Disc, to Magistrates Wks. 
III. 421 Punishments that await evil-doers. 1851 D. Jer- 
rold St. Giles ix. 87 Those who were so sharp after evil- 
doers had commonly not the cleanest consciences them- 
selves. 1864 Burton Scot Abr. I. v. 248 The formidable 
Proctor, who is a terror to evil-doers. 

E*vil-d<ring, vbl. sb. [f. Evil sb. + Doing.] 
The action of doing evil. 

1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. xn. xxxvii. <1495) 436 In 
theyr euyll doyng they vse theyr hertes. 1526-34 Tindale 
1 Pet. Hi. 17 It is better, .that ye suffre for well doynge then 
for evyll doynge [i6ix euill doing, x88x (Rev.) evil doing], 
x68a Sec. Plea Nonconf. 59 His Approbation, which he 
never gave to Evil-doing. 1768-74 Tucker Lt. Nat. (1852) 
I. 576 The penalties annexed to evil-doing. 

t E’vilfare. Oh. rare— 1 , [f. Evil sb. +Fabe 
sb . ; cf. welfare.'] Ill-success, misfortune. 

^353 Grimalde Cicero's Offices 11. (1558) 79 A great power 
ther is in fortune, .either for welfare or euilfare. 

t £*vil-fa*vo , iire&, a. Oh. [f. Evil + Favour 
+ -M) 2 .] Having a repulsive appearance or as- 
pect, ill-looking; = Ill-favoured. 

1530 Palsgr. 217/2 Evylfavoured face, grimace. 1535 
Coverdale Ley. xxi. 18 Blynde, lame, with an euell fau- 
oured nose, with eny myssshappen membre. 1563 Homi- 
lies 11. Idolatry hi. 118591 229 Evilfavoured and rude lumpes 
of clay. 1579 Tomson Calvin's Serm. Tim. 348/2 They 
seeke for nothing but plaisters to couer the foule euilfauoured 
matter. 1607-12 Bacon Ess., Custom (Arb.) 366 Maccia- 
uell well noteth (thoughe in an Evill favoured instance), 
there is [etc.]. 1775 in Ash ; hence in mod. Diets. 

Hence + En 7 tilfa*vouredly adv., in an ill-favoured 
manner ; defectively, imperfectly, improperly ; 
maliciously. E:vHfa*vottredness, the quality 
of being ill-favoured, deformity, ugliness. 

a 1556 Cranmer Wks. I. 33 How evil-favouredly you and 
Smith agree among yourselves. 1568 Turner Herbal in, 
60 Selfe heale is called of some of the Germanes, evelfavor- 
edly. Prunella. 1577 Harrison England Ded., The curious, 
and such as can rather euill fauouredlie espie than skilfullie 
correct an error. x$Bi Marbeck Bk. of Notes 525 That 
Painter., had euill fauouredlie proportioned a painted 
Henne. . 1624 Capt. Smith Virginia (1629) 38 Images., 
made evill favouredly according to their best workmanship. 
X535 Coverdale Dent. xvii. x Thou shalt offre. .no oxe or 
shepe that hath a blemish or eny euell fauourednesse on it. 
1547 Homilies 1. Contention l (1859) .*34 You shall see. . the 
evilfavouredness and deformity of this most detestable vice. 
1594 Mirr. Policy (1599') 164 Riches make a woman proud 
. . Euilfauourednesse maketn her odious. X775 in Ash; 
hence in mod. Diets. 

• t E*vHfal, a. Obs.—° [f. Evil sb. + -ful.] 
Harmful, malicious. Hence E vilfully adv., in 
a harmful or malicious manner. 

c 1400 Apol. Loll. 76 J>u schal do no }>ing 3euelfuly to Jn 
ne^bor in his nedis to be releuid. 

T E'viXXess, a. Obs. In 4 evelles. [f. Evil 
+ -less.] Without evil ; free from evil. 
c X394 P. PI. Crede 242 Syghthen Christ deyed Cure ordre 
was euelles. 

3Gvilly (r vlili), adv. [f. Evil a. + -lt 2 .] In 
an evil manner. 

1, Viciously, wickedly, censurably. 

a, 1580 Apol. Pr. Orange in Phenix (1721) I. 501 Who 
have, .very evilly, and without any cause, withdrawn them- 
selues from us. 1603 Knolles Hist. Turks (1638) 96 They 
haue euilly prosecuted that their pretended right and title, 
X624 Quarles Job{rjrj) 197 His plenty, .evilly come, .shall 
soon pass away. *730-6 Bailey (folio), Evilly y in a had 
manner. 1863 J. C. Morison St. Bernard hi. iii. 331 .No 
knowledge or power is evil, however evilly it may be em- 
ployed. 1871 Alabaster Wheel of Law p. xxxvi, He has 
lived evilly in previous generations. 

2. With evil purpose or result ; injuriously; ma- 
liciously, mischievously *, noxiously. 

1631 Gouge Gods Arrows 1. § 20. 27 Who more . . evilly 
Untreated and persecuted in the world. 165$ Fuller Ch. 
Hist. IV. ii. § 14 Others, who publish . .evilly and falsly .. 
that Richard late King of England.. is still alive. 1670 
Cotton Espemon 11. vn. 320 She would. . make known who- 
ever. should . be so evilly ■ affected. . 1677. Dowd. • Gass. No. 
1239/4 A Spanish Man of War . . commanded the Masters 
oh hoard, very evilly In treated them. 1845 R.^ Chambers 
Vest. Great., Mental Const. A nim., The production of those 
evilly disposed beings is In this manner. 1872 Howells 
J Vedd, Journ. 81 The hot, greasy biscuit, steaming evilly 


up into the face. 2873 Ouida Pascarel I. 35 They eyed 
me askance very evilly and munched their chocolate cliicchi. 
2875 Farrar Seekers 11. iii. 215 Two or three evilly-squalling 
brats. 1879 Premature Death 62 It tells evilly on the 
health-condition of large sections of the population. 

3. Unfavourably. 

2668 Howe Bless. Righteous C1S25) 260 Not to desire 
heaven . . is so evilly thought of, that, etc. 1823 Lamb 
Let. B. Barton in Life # Lett. xii. 119 And let ’em talk as 
evilly as they do of the envy of poets. 1864 Dk.Manchester 
Court 4 Soc. Eliz. to Anne II. 160 This latter, evilly cele- 
brated in his day, was Ferdinando, Marquis de Paleotti. 
2883 Daily News 20 June 5/6 The evilly reputed spot — the 
guet-apens where we were all to be massacred. 

4. Not well, badly: T a. Faultily, insufficiently, 
defectively (oh.), b. Unhappily. 

1587 Fleming Contn. Holinsked III. 1278/2 Robert Bal- 
docke . . a man evillie beloved. 1590 Disc. Sp. Invas. in 
Harl. Misc. (Malh.) II. 262 The which embassage .. made 
the gentleman to be evilly entertained by our men. 1655 
Digges Compl. Ambass, 121 How evilly they rest satisfied 
. . is well known. 1683 Salmon Doron Med. iii. 643 Restores 
the whole Skin (though evilly framed as to its Pores) mak- 
ing it well coloured. 1845 J. H, Newman Ess. Developm. 
223 Superstitious men fare most wretchedly & evilly, 
t 5. With difficulty ; reluctantly, impatiently. 

X595 Shaks. John hi. iv. 149 This Act so euilly borne shall 
cooie the hearts Of all his people. 1630 R. Johnson’s 
Kingd. # Commw. 234 The Provinces of Aragon also, .doe 
evilly brooke this government, 
t d. Incorrectly, inappropriately, improperly. 
c 1555 Harpsfield Divorce Hen. VIII. (1878) 293 How 
well and godly he . . preached . . though the place were very 
evily applied. 1607 Torse ll Serpents (1653) 803 These 
words of Arstotle, evilly understood by Pliny and other 
ancient writers. 2607 Shaks. Timon iv. iii. 468 Oh Monu- 
ment And wonder of good deeds, euilly bestow’d I 2677 
Gale Crt. Gentiles II. iv . 1x2 Natural libertie in it self 
good but evilly applied. 

E'vilmost, a. rare— 1 , [f. Evil a. 5 on the 
analogy of Hindmost.] Most evil or unlucky. 

1857 Collins Dead Secret (1861) 258 One day (he said) of 
all the days in the year the evxlmost for Sarah she changed 
that name. 

Evilness (f*vT-, f-vilnes). [OE. yfelnyss , f. 
as prec. y -ness.] The quality or condition of 
being evil. 

X. Badness, viciousness ; wickedness, depravity, 
xooo jElfric Horn. II. 278 past we sceoldon wistfullian na 
on yfelnysse beorman, ae on j?eorfnyssum. c 1175 Lamb. 
Horn. 17 pet he icherre from ban uuelnesseear his ende deL 
a 1300 E. £. Psalter 1L 5 [Iii. 3] pou loved ivelnes ovre 
betternes. 1489 Caxton Faytes of A. u i. 4 That cometh 
nothyngof the right of war re but byeuylnes of the peple. 
1553 Bf. Ponet in Strype Eccl. Mem. II. n. xxiii. 445 The 
evilness of the abuse hath marred the goodness of the word. 
1677 Hale Prim. Orig. Man. I- ii, 55 The . . evilness . . and 
unseasonableness of moral or natural actions, which falls not 
within the verge of a brutal faculty. X730-6 in Bailey (folio). 

1 2. Evil influence, hurtful character, noxious- 
ness. Obs . 

1563 Hyll Art Garden. (1593)19 That the euilnes and 
corruptnes of the grounde, may be washed awaye with the 
winter showers. 1564-78 Bulleyn Dial. agst. Pest. (1888) 
31 When as the Sunne and Moone doe enter into any of 
their circles in those greate bodies, then our little bodies in 
earth do feele the goodnes or euilnesse of them. 1620 Ven- 
ner Via Recta Introd. 7 The Inhabitants, by reason of the 
euilnesse of the aire, haue grosse. .spirits. 

+ 3. Ill-health, illness. Oh. 

1599 Harsnet Agst. Darell 315, I oftentimes heard M. 
Darrell say before my pretended Evilnes that [etc.]. 
f4o. Poor or bad quality, inferiority. Obs. 

1548 Cecil Pref. to Q. Catheruie’s Lament ., Neither the 
goodnes of the cause can mooue them to saie more, neither 
the euilnesse less. 1549 Latimer P laughers (Arb.) 27 They 
saye that the euylnes of money hath made all thinges dearer. 
1621 Ainsworth Annot. Pent at. Gen. xli. 20, I have not 
seen their like, in all the land of Egypt, for evilness. 

+ E*vilty. Obs. [ME. eveltb : see Evil a. and 
-ty, and cf. everlastingly. Substituted in a late MS. 
of the Cursor Mundi iox vilete , the reading of the 
Cotton MS. in both passages.] Evil, harm. 

c 1330 Assump. Virg. 2S0 in Cursor M. App. ii, perof be 
pi most pou^t, When I am parted Iohan, fram pee. That pei 
do my bodi none euelte [sic MS. j printed eneste\ Ibid. 439 
Men dide me moche euelte. .thei token me & bette me sore. 

t Evil-wilier. Obs. [f. Evil sb. + Willer.] 
One who wishes evil to another ; an ill-wisher. 

1460 Earl Marche in Ellis Orig. Lett. 1. 5. I. 9 Ayenst 
thentent & malice of your evil willers.^ 1567 Bond in JKeith 
Hist. Scot. 381 Our coraoune Enimyis and evill Willeris. 
x6xo Holland Camden’s Brit 1. 16, I fear me lest malitious 
evilwiliers would wrest them to the detraction and slander 
of the said nations. 

t Evil- willing, a. Obs . [f. Evil adv. -b Will- 
ing a. ox pr. pple.j 

X Unwilling, disinclined. Const, to with inf. 
1525 Ld. Bernf.rs Froiss . II. cxl. 151 a, He was euell 
willinge to shewe the trouthe. _ 1563 Homilies il Rogai, 
Week hi. (1859) 49 2 This Spirit will never enter into an evil- 
willing soul. 

2. quasi-^. An ill-wisher, enemy, 

<?i34o Cursor M. 6820 (Trim.) If pou fynde of pyne euele 
willonde Vndir birpen his beest liggonde helpe him. 

Hence Bvil- willingly adv., grudgingly, unwill- 
ingly, 

1549 Chaloner tr. Erasm. Morise Enc. Siv, They doe 
it evil willy ngly. 

t E:vil-wi'lly, a. Obs. [parasyntheticaily f. 
evil will : see Evil a. and Willy.] a. Having 
evil desires, b. Malevolent, spiteful. 


138s Wyclit Wisd. i, 4 In to an euell willi soule shal not 
gon in wisdam, ^ *-1400 Apol. Loll. 25 Prelats mai sore 
d rede, pat her. ; iuil willy cursing be in cause whi pepuple 
d red ip not cursing, 1500-20 Dunbar 1 In secreit place this 
kyndir nycht Be warme hairtit & nocht ewillwullie. 

Evince (zvi*ns', v. [ad. L. evincere, f. e out + 
vincere to conquer. (For . the LaL senses see 
Evict.)] 

f 1. trans. To overcome, subdue, prevail over. 

s6ao Venner ViaRecta viii, 167 Because it cannot be con- 
cocted, and euinced of nature, [it] fiileth the body with crude 
..humours. 1650 Hubbert Pill Formality too They will 
keep their hold until they be evinced and cast out. x6?x 
Milton P. R. iv. 235 Error by his own arms is best evince. 
1678 H. Vaughan Thalia Rediv., Day-spring, My Prince 
Whose fulness no need could evince. • 

1 2. To convince. Also absol. Oh. 

1621 I. C. in T. Bedford’s Serm. sig. I. 6 a, Whether 
their. .Consciences bee not. .euidently euinced of the truth 
of the Gospell. 1664 Power Exp. Philos. Pref. 7 Such, 
I am sure our modem Engine [the Microscope] will ocu- 
larly evince and unlearn them their opinions. x668 Hale 
Pref. to Rolle’s Abridgm. 2 His arguments were fitted 
to prove and evince, not for ostentation, plain yet learned. 
1670 G. H. Hist. Cardinals 1, 1. 13 The principal drift of 
his discourse was to evince the people, that the Religious 
were oblig’d to reprehend the Errors, .of all people, 
fb. To confute, convict of error. Obs. 

x6o8-xx Bp. Hall Episi. vi. § 5 Were we euer the true 
Church of God ? Who hath admonished, euinced, excom- 
municated, us? x66x Cowley Advanc. Exper. Philos., 
The Popular and received Errors in Experimental Philoso- 
phy .. shall_ be evinced by tryaL 1672 Sir P. Leycester 
Prolegojn. in Ormerod Cheshire {% 880) I. 29 Not evinced 
by any solid answer or reason to the contrary. 

To constrain, compel (assent), extort (con- 
cessions, etc.) by force of argument or persuasive 
motives. Oh. 

1631 T. Adams in Lett. Lit. Men (Camden) 149 His pro- 
fession of love, .of readiness to assist in any thing, .all which 
evince my most grateful acknowledgment, a 1658 Cleve- 
land Gen. Poems, etc. (1677) 170 , 1 shall wave the Arguments 
wherewith you endeavour to evince our Consent. 

+ 4. To prove by argument or evidence ; to es- 
tablish. Also, rarely , To prove the rightness of, 
vindicate. Const, a. with simple obj . ; b. with 
obj. clause ; c. with inf. To prove (a person or 
thing) to be (so and so) ; d. absol. Oh. 

a. x6io Bp. Hall Apol. Brownists § 5 Wee hoide, and 
wish no lesse ; your places evince no more. 1621 Burton 
A nat. Mel. Democr. (1676) xx/x You shall see by what 
..arguments I will evince it, that most men are mad. 
x66i Boyle Examen iii. (1682) 20 Having said thus much 
to evince against Mr. Hobbs the Gravity of the Air. 1709 
Strype Ann. Ref I. xx. 247 Who did. .make it their 
business in their sermons to prove and evince the present 
proceedings in religion. 1738 Warburton Dizu Legal, I. 77 
We require no more to evince the Falshood of that Asser- 
tion. 

b. x6xi Speed Hist. Gt. Brit, vi. ix. 80 Our former 
allegations doe euince that, etc. 2695 Woodward Nat. 
Hist . Earth 1. (1723) 16 Having detected the Insufficiency 
of them, by evincing how far they are from being conclusive. 
1767 Gooch Treat. Wounds I. 419 We Want not instances 
from lithotomy to evince, that wounds of this part are 
curable. 

c. 1635 Jackson Creed viii. xx. Wks. VIII. 39 Judicious 
commentators do clearly evince this form of congratulation 
Hosanna to be precatory. 1647 Billy Chr. Astral, elxxvxi. 
750 k — being in b an earthly Signe— will evincethe Native 
to accumulate Wealth by Pastorage, Tillage, etc. 1667 
Naphtali Postscr. (1761) 276 They will evince him to he the 
archest traitor that ever Scotland bred. 1709 Strype Ann. 
Ref. I. xL 136 The practice of the lawyers, .evinced this 
and the rest to be good laws, 

dL Bp. Hall Cases Consc. n. v, (1654) 1*6 The 
Accuser complaines, the Witnesse evinceth, the Judge 
sentences. 

5. To be an indication or evidence of; to make 
evident or manifest. Const, a. with simple obj. ; 
b. with obj. clause or preceded by as. 

a. 1772-84 Cook Voy. (1700) IV. 1481 Their pacific disposi- 
tion is thoroughly evinced, from their friendly reception of all 
strangers. 1802 Paley Nat. Theol xxvi. (18x9) 465 The 
contrivances of nature decidedly evince intention. x8xx J. 
Pinkerton Petral. 1 . 597 The presence of. .resin, and fibre, 
are esteemed to evince the^origmal vegetable character. 
a x866 Grjote Eth. Fragm. iii. (1876) 52 Nothing can more 
clearly evince the preponderance of this view. 

b- j6zx Burton Anal. Mel. it. ii. vi. iii. (1651) 299 Fishes 
. . which, as common experience evinceth, are much affected 
with music, 1702 W. J. Bruyn’s Voy. Levant vii. 22 The 
Ruins that are round about do sufficiently evince that 
anciently there were great Buildings in this Place. 1726 
Leoni tr. Albertis Archit. I. 40 b, A Tower, .made its way 
thro’ the ground it stood upon, which, as the fact evinced, 
was a loose weak soih_ 1779 J. Moore View Soc. Fr. (1789) 
I, vii. 45 What is mentioned in my last letter . . evinces how* 
very opposite their sentiments are. 1864 Bowen Logic xl 
359 T hese considerations appear to me to evince very clearly, 
Shat [etc.]. 

6 . To give tokens of possessing; to reveal the 
presence of (a quality, condition, feeling) ; to 
display, exhibit, manifest 

X829 Scott Rob. Roy Introd. x8 The knees and upper part 
of the leg. .evincing muscular strength. 1853 C. Bronte F*/- 
lette xxxvii. (1876) 420 His answers . . evinced both wisdom 
and integrity. 1879 Hare I? ness Bunsen I. iii. 65 The ex- 
treme truthfulness, .of both her father and mother is so 
quaintly evinced in the following letter. 

b. ref. To show oneself (to be) so and so. 

1804-8 Foster in Life 4 * Corr. (1846) 1 . 267 , 1 evince myself 
a social man. 

Evinceable, obs, form of Evincible. 
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t Evi'ncement. Obs. [f. Evince + -stent.] 
The action or process of evincing ; proof. 

2655 Earl Orrery Partken. (1676) 19 As an evincement 
of the greatness of my flame. 1686 H. More Real Presence 
?.o A plain Evincement that our Saviour meant figuratively, 
when, etc. 

Evincible, a. Also 6 -eable. [f. as prec. + 
-IBLE.J a. That may be evinced; demonstrable. 
+b. Of proofs : Demonstrative, convincing. 

1593 Bilson Govt . Christ's Ch. 335, I see utterly nothing 
euinceable by these examples. 1677 Hale Prim. Grig. Man. 
1. ii. 63 Possibly the Immortality of the Soul is evincible 
by very great reason. 1761 Hume Hist. Eng. II. xxxix. 
356 note. That Bothwell was young, appears, among many 
other evincible proofs from Mary's instructions to the bishop 
of Dumblain. 1828 in Webster. 

Hence f Evrncibly adv., in an evincible man- 
ner ; so as to prove convincingly. 

1736 in Bailey ; hence in Ash, etc. 

Evincing (2vi*nsig), ppl. a. [f. as prec. + 
-ing 2 ,] That evinces ; f convincing. 

1641 Milton Animadv. (1851) 192 The inference is un- 
deniable . . from the general to the particular, an evincing 
argument in Logick, 1673 Lady's Call. 1. § 1. 12 The more 
evincing attestation they must attend from the unerring 
tribunal hereafter. 1759 Dilworth Pope 65 He thought the 
arguments there offered so evincing, 1794 G. Adams Nat. 
4 " Exp. Philos. II. xxi. 423 [He] will feel the evidence of 
the hereditary evil of man. .evincing. 

Hence f Evrmcingly adv., in an evincing man- 
ner ; convincingly. 

1656 H. More Antid. Atk. n. ii. (1712) 43 That the fore- 
going Phenomena are not by chance or luck, .will be more 
evincingly confirmed. 1664 Power Exp. Philos, it. 107 By 
which it most evincingly appears that water does gravitate 
in its own Sphsere. 

Evincive (fvrnsiv), a. [f. Evince + -ive.] 
Giving indications or proof ; indicative. Const, of. 

1806 Fessenden Democr. II. 96 A few particulars, which 
shall be evincive of the kind of talents, which are necessary 
to qualify a man. 2812 J. J. Henry Camp. agst. Quebec 48 
It may be proper to relate the following anecdote as more 
evincive of the fact. 1870 J. Story Equity Jurispr. xxiv. 
167 Any writing sufficiently evincive of a trust, .will create 
a trust by implication. 

Evin(g, obs. var. saving, q.v. under Eave. 

1651 Ogilby yEsop (1665} 187 A little Mouse Streight she 
presents on th' Evins of the House. 1736 Bailey Housek. 
Diet. 331 Near unto the evings of the house [Hen House] 
should be long perches. 

t EvrntegrQUS, a. Obs.—* [f. L. sev-um age 
+ integr-um whole, entire + -ous.] (See quot.) 

1674-81 Blount Glossogr . , Evintegrous , that bears age 
without decay. 1692-1732 in Coles. 1775 in Ash. 

Evir, obs. form of Ivory. 

t Evirate, pfL a. Obs. [ad. L. evirat- ppl. 
stem of evirare : see next.] Castrated, emascu- 
lated ; deprived of manly strength or vigour. 

2606 Holland Suet on. Annot. 15 The water .. drunken, 
caused men to be evirate and effeminate. 1609 — Amm. 
Marcel, xxvn. x. 32 x A certaine esquier or targuetier, borne 
a verie evirate Eunuch. 1650 Charleton Paradoxes Prol. 
11 Nature is not yet evirate, but holds out bravely. 

Evirat© (f'vir^t, e'vir^t), v. [f. L. evirat- ppl. 
stem of evirare to deprive of virility, f. e out + 
vir man.] trans. To deprive of virility or man- 
hood. a. To castrate (a male). Tb. To deprive 
of manly qualities or attributes ; to render un- 
manly in character or appearance. 

a. 1621 Burton Anai. Mel. 11. Hi. 11. (1651) 312 Some 
Philosophers and Divines have evirated themselves, and put 
out their eyes voluntarily the better to contemplate. 1640 
Bp. Hall Chr. Moder. 1. § 4 Origen and some others that 
have voluntarily evirated themselves. 1846 Landor Exam. 
Shahs. Wks. II. 280 The Pope offered a hundred marks in 
Latin to whoever should eviscerate and evirate him [Doctor 
Glaston]. 

> b. 1626 W. Sclater Exp. 2 Thess. (1629) 272 How doth 
it [idleness] euirate, un-man men? 1650 Bulwer Anthro - 
pomet. 131 Without . . impiety [we] cannot . . eradicate our 
Beard.. but we must renounce that, and account it for a 
sport so fondly to Evirate ourselves. 1875 Browning Aris- 
topk. Apol. 90 On thee whose life work preached ‘ Raise 
soul, sink sense ! Evirate Hermes ! ’ 

Hence E-virating, vbl. sb. 

1657 Reeve Gods Plea 245 Oh, look with shame .. upon 
this wofull evirating, or dis-humaning yourselves. 

llEvirato (mra-to). PL evirati. [Italian, ad. 
L. eviratus, pa.pple. of evirare : see Evirate vi] 
A male singer castrated in boyhood so as to retain 
an alto or soprano voice. Cf. Castrato. 

1796 Burney Metastasis III. 330 The exquisite voices 
and refinements in singing of the Evirati. 1879 J. Mar- 
shall in Grove Diet. Mus.l. 514 He [Ferri] seems to have 
surpassed all the evirati in brilliance and endurance. 

Eviration (evir^Pjan). [ad. L. eviration-em, 
n. of action f. evirare : see Evirate v.] The 
action of depriving of virility; the state of being 
deprived of virility ; emasculation. Also fig. 

1603 Holland Plutarch's* Mor. 1232 They had saved the 
children of Greeks from eviration. 1654 Ussher Ann. vi. 
(1658)^ 122 The wrong which had been done him in his 
eviration. 1730-6 Bailey (folio). Eviration , a gelding, an 
unmanning; also making effeminate. 

fig. 1829 Landor Imag. Conv. (1846) II. 51 If he could re- 
cover hissenses under a worse and more shameful eviration. 

+ Evi'rtnate, ppl. a. Obs. rare . [f. as next-h 
-ate 2 .] Deprived of virtue, strength, or power; 
enervated. 


1799 S. T. Coleridge in Mrs. Sandford T. Poole <$• 
Friends (1888) I. 304 The most heaven-inspired penmaker 
that.. these superficial, weak, and evirtuate ages have pro- 
duced to redeem themselves from ignominy. 

t $vi*rtnat@g V. Obs. Also 7 evertuate. [f. 
Fr. (f)evertu-er, f. S- (for es-) L. ex- out + vertu 
virtue (cf. Pr. esvertudar) + - ate 3,] 

1, a. refl. To put forth virtue from (oneself) ; 
to exert oneself (to do something), b. intr. To 
put forth virtue, exert influence. 

2642 Howell For. Trav. (Arb.) 72 One should evertuate 
himselfe to bring something home, that may accrue to the 
publique benefit, c 1645 — Lett. (1650) II. lxi, Thus my 
noble Lord have I evertuated myself, and strech’d all my 
sinnews . . to satisfy your Lordship’s desires touching this 
subject. 1675 Evelyn Terra (1729) 25 The Secret we enquire 
after, and which does most apparently seem to evirtuate 
towards this end [manuring land], is some vegetable Salt. 

2. trans. To take away the virtue of, to deprive 
of authority, power, or strength. 

1640 Ld. Digby Sp. Trienn. Part. (1641) 24 Where is the 
legislative Authority?. .In the King circled in, fortified and 
evirtuated by his Parliament. 2644 H. Parker pus Pop. 
65 The Comitia are totally depraved and evirtuated by 
being called out of the field into the palace. 1656 Blount 
Glossogr., Evertuate. 2721-1800 Bailey, Evertuate. 

Eviscerate (zvrser^t), ppl. a. [ad. L. evi- 
scerat-us , pa. pple. of eviscerdre : see next.] 
Drawn from the bowels (of the earth). 

1830 W. Phillips Mt. Sinai iv. 352 Lay blocks of sapphire 
shapeless, out of earth As fresh eviscerate. 

Eviscerate (£vi*serrit), V . [f. L. eviscerat - ppl. 
stem of eviscerdre ( = sense 1 ), f. e- out + viscer-a 
(pi. of viscus) the internal organs, Viscera.] 

1 . trans. To take out the internal organs or 
entrails of ; to disembowel ; to gut. Also absol. 

2623 in Cockeram. 2651 R. Wittik tr. Primrose's Pop. 
Err. iv. xxxvi. 353 They are taken out of creatures that are 
slain and eviscerated. 2846 [see Evirate v.}. 2856 Kane 
A ret. Expi. II. xii. 127 He was first harpooned, then 
eviscerated. 2862 Macm. Mag. Oct. 51 1 The weird-like 
gutters eviscerate in desperation, as basketful after basket- 
ful is poured into the gut ting- trough. 2862 Alcock Capit. 
Tycoon II. 6 Declaring that if he did not obtain full justice 
on the spot, he would eviscerate himself in the Prince’s 
presence. 2882 T. J. Parker in Nature XXV. 352 The fish 
is eviscerated, the gills removed and placed in strong spirit. 

b. reji. of the spider. Also fig. f To eviscerate 
one's brains . 

2622 Burton Anat. Mel. 1. u. 111. xiv. (1651) 125 If he be a 
Scholar so commended for his much reading.. he will evis- 
cerate himself like a spider, study to death. 2623 Drumm. 
of Hawth. Cypress Grove Wks. 219 The spider .. for 
the weaving of a scornful web eviscerateth it self many 
days. 2633 T. Adams Exp. 2 Peter ii. 5 A spider evisce- 
rates herself, spends her own bowels in making a web to 
catch, a fly. 1654 Trapp Conan. Job xxxii. 11 Your, .most 
elaborate demonstrations, for the which you had eviscerated 
your brains. 

c. transf. To clear out the contents of; to 
empty, gut. 

2834 Black w. Mag. XXXV. 656 In vain did I, as it were, 
eviscerate, .every pocket. 2837 Carlyle Fr. Rev. 1. iv. ui, 
A Paper-Warehouse eviscerated by axe and fire. 

2. In various figurative applications. 

a. To draw out what is vital or essential in 
(any thing) ; to elicit the ‘ pith * or essence of. rare. 

2664 Evelyn Sylva Pref. to Rdr.,_ They . . as it were 
eviscerating Nature.. have collected innumerable Experi- 
ments, etc. 2768 Blackstone Comm. III. 205 To prevent 
fraud and chicane, and eviscerate the very truth of the 
title. 1872 O. W. Holmes Poet Break/. -t. ix, Some single 
point I could, .eviscerate and leave, .settled. 

b. To empty of vital contents; to deprive (an 
argument, institution, enactment, etc.) of all that 
gives it value or importance. 

1834 Blackw. Mag. XXXVI. 329 France was eviscerated 
of all the nobler organs which once gave it a European 
existence. 2845 W. Sewell Hawkstone I. 79 The hymn. . 
was. .one of Watts' which Mr. Priestley had previously 
eviscerated of all peculiar doctrines. 2881 Daily News 15 
Feb. 2/1 Amendments intended to eviscerate the clause 
were moved by Dr. Commins. .and others. 

t e. transf. To bring out the inmost secrets of ; 
refl. to disclose one’s inmost thoughts. Also fig. 
Obs. rare. 

2607 J. King Serm .* Nov. 32 Yet was. .the deep and vn- 
searchable hell of their harts . . eviscerated, ransacked, eta 
0 *645 Howell Lett. 1. vi. 270 Now that I have^ thus 
eviscerated myself and dealt so clearly with you, I desire by 
way of correspondence that you would tell me, eta 

Eviscerated (iVi*ser^ted), ppl. a. [f. prec. + 
-ED 1 .] a. Disembowelled ; fig. deprived of vital 
contents. + b. Sent forth from the vitals {obs.). 

*643 True Informer 35 The poor penitent peccant soul 
may be said to breath out herself into the bosome of her 
Saviour by tender ejaculations.. and eviscerated ingemina- 
tions. 1858 Sears A than. m. ii. 266 A question to which 
our eviscerated Protestantism is incapable of returning a 
consistent answer. 1884 Spectator 5 Apr. 439/2 Eviscerated 
prophecy of this kind is a mockery. 

Evrscerating, vbl. sb. [f. as prec. + -ingL] 
The action of the vb. Eviscerate ; lit. and fig. 

, *599 Nashe Lenten Stuffe q 2 Nor liuest thou [O Herring] 
by the unlyuing or euisceratmg of others, as most fishes do* 
2692 Sir T. P. Blount Ess. 112 The Eviscerating, and dis- 
closing the secrets of nature. 

Evisceration (msertfijhn). [as if ad. L. 
* evisceration- em, n, of action f. eviscerdre : see 
Eviscerate. Cf. F. evisceration.] 


1 . The action or process of eviscerating or taking 

out the viscera ; disembowelling. "" a 

2692 Edwards Remarkable Texts 161 This evisceration 
is very remarkable, for 'tis emphatically said his bowels 
yea all his bowels gushed out. 2845 Syd. Smith Irish Rom. 
Cath. Ch. Wks. 1859 II. 234/2 The O'Sullivans have a still 
earlier plea of suspension, evisceration, and division. 

transf. 2886 Boston (Mass.) Jrnl. 3 Sept. 2/2 Another attri 
butes it [earthquake] to volcanic evisceration. 

2 . fig. (cf. Eviscerate 2.) fa. Manifestation 
of one’s inmost thoughts; unbosoming, b. The 
extracting or eliciting of the inner meaning (of 
anything), c. The depriving (an enactment or 
statement) of all that gives it value. 

1628 Donne Syrm.{xp4o) xxiii. 230 Gods laying himself open, 
his manifestation, .his evisceration and embowelling of him- 
selfe to us there [in heaven]. 2832 Coleridge Table-t. 27 
Oct., If a certain latitude in examining witnesses is . .a neces- 
sary mean towards the evisceration of the truth of matters 
of fact. 1874 H. R. Reynolds John Bapt. viii. 498 The 
practical evisceration or modification of the Mosaic legisla- 
tion by carnal or ceremonial additions. 2880 Stanley A'w. 
Subscription (1884) 179 A form of subscription which, after 
the evisceration of the old form, contains nothing of a safe- 
guard and something of an offence. 2880 E. White Cert. 
Relig. 54 The enormous labour of evisceration expended 
upon their writings by the Unitarian commentators. 

Evitable (e-vitabl), a. [ad. L. evitabilis avoid- 
able, f. evitare: see Evite v. Cf. F. dutiable.] 
That admits of being avoided ; avoidable. (Now 
chiefly in negative contexts.) 

2502 Ord. Crysten Men (W. de W. 2506) iv. xix. 218 By 
necessyte euytable or not. # c 1555 Harpsfield Hen. VIII 
(1878) no Wherefore necessity only, though it be evitable, 
is sufficient to procure a dispensation. 1597 Hooker Eccl . 
Pol. v. (1617) 198 Of two such euils, being not both euitable, 
the choice of the lesse is not euill. 2665 Boyle Occas. Refl. 
n. 1.(16751 100 How many evitable Mischiefs our own Appe- 
tites or Vices expose us to. 2803 W. Taylor in A?m. Re%>. 
I. 31 So much evitable difficulty, so much fruitless expendi- 
ture is incurred by every new enterprize. 2836 A. Walker 
Beauty in Woman 36 1 ’he scarcely evitable consequence of 
great fortune, .will ever be the ruin of the rich. 

t E vitate, V. Obs. rare. [f. L. evitat- ppl. 
stem of evitare : see Evite vi] trans. To avoid, 
shun ; = Evite v. 

1588 R. Parke tr. Mendoza's Hist. China 409 Many other 
thinges . . left out for to euitate tediousness. 1598 Shaks. 
Merry* W. v. v. 241 She doth euitate and shun A thousand 
irreligious cursed houres. 2603 F lorio Montai^fie (1634) 5x8 
Whereas honest men profit the commonwealth in causing 
themselves to be imitated, I shall happily benefit the same, 
in making my selfe to be evitated. 2775 in Ash. 

Evita'tion (evihfijbn). [a. L. evJtdtion-em, n. 
of action f. evitare ; see Evite v.] The action of 
avoiding or shunning ; avoidance, shirking. 

1626 Bacon Sylva § 293 In all Bodies, there is an Appetite 
of Union, and Evitation of Solution of Continuity. 2655-60 
Stanley Hist. Philos. (1701) 479/2 Election of things con- 
venient, and ^ Evitation of their Contraries. 2790 Paley 
Horae Paul. i. 7 In the first of these [apocryphal epistles] I 
found, as I expected, a total evitation of circumstances. 
1885 R. W. Dixon Hist. Ch. Eng. xvii. III. 172 The 
Englishman Pole.. true to his destiny of evitation, had 
declined the toils and honours of the Papacy. 

E'vit©, sb. [f. Eve the first woman + -ite. Cf. 
Adamite.] A name humorously applied to a 
woman wearing little clothing. 

1713 Addison in Guardian No. 134 1» 6 There being so 
many in all Public Places, who show so great an Inclination 
to be Evites. Ibid. No. 142 That the Evites daily increase, 
and that fig-leaves are shortly coming into fashion. 

Evite G^art), V. arch. [ad. F. iviter, ad. L. 
evitare, f. e- out + vitdre to shun.] trans. To 
avoid, shun. (In i8~i9th c. almost peculiar to 
Scotch writers.) 

2503 Sheph. Kalender viii, When they would evite and 
eschue the wonderful blasts of the wind, they plunged into 
the water. 1599 A. M. tr. Gabelhauer's Bk. Physicke 232/2 
You must also evite all cibaryes which cause heate, alsoe 
spices. 2635 Quarles^ Embl. 1. viii. (1718) 33 What we 
ought t' evite As our disease, we hug as our delight. 2697 
W. Cleland Poems 79 (Jam.) We're obleidg'd in conscience, 
Evill's appearance to evite. a 1746 Maclaurin Algebra 
(ed. 4) 265 In order to know how to evite this absurdity let 
us suppose [etc.]. ^ 2814 Scott Wav. xiv, Balmawhapple 
could not. .evite giving satisfaction to both. 283^ Wilson in 
Blackw. Mag. XXXV. 1005 The only position in which we 
could have evited death. 2889 Stevenson Master of Bal- 
lantrae xii. 314 Others, .were scarce able to support his 
neighbourhood — Sir William eviting to be near him. 

Hence Evi'ting vbl. sb., the action of the verb- 
Evite ; avoiding, avoidance. 

2542 Act 33 Hen. VIII, c. 21 For euiting of such like 
hainous and abhominable treasons. 2707 Sir W. Hope New 
Met It. Fencing (1714) 267 Carrying sometimes your sword- 
hand low, .for the better eviting of your adversary’s parade. 

t Evite*rnal, a. Obs. Also ^Eviternal. [f. 
L. seviUrnus (whence by contraction xternus), f. 
sev-um age + -al. Cf, Fr. eviternel (16th c. in 
Godef.), which may be the source. 

In med.L. seviternus (owing to its more obvious con- 
nexion with the etymon aevutn) was sometimes used to 
express eternity of duration, as contrasted with the notion 
of timelessness expressed by aetemus.] 

« Eternal ; used esp. with reference to future 
duration (see quot. s. v. ^Eviternal). Johnson’s 
explanation (quot. 1755) is not supported by our 
examples. ■ 

1596 Fitz-Geffray Sir F. Drake (1881) 33 Celestiall 
Goddesse, eviternall Fame, Minerva's daughter by faire 
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Maia’s sonne. 1600 Tourneur Trans/. Met. Prol. 81 
What pallid spirit tells of strange euents? Of euiternal 
night ? 1611 T. Farn a by Panegyr. Verses in Coryat Crudi- 
ties, Hang monuments of eviternall glory, .to th’ honour of 
Thomas Coryate. 1652 Bp. Hall Myst. Godl. § g The 
angels are truly existing, spiritual . . powerful, eviternal 
creatures. 1755 Johnson, Eviternal, eternal in a limited 
sense ; of duration not infinitely but indefinitely long. 

Hence + Evite'rnally adv. — Eternally. 

1609 Bp. Hall Passion Serm, Wks. (1627) 437 The body 
hangs on the crosse, the soule is yeelded ; the Godhead is 
euiternally vnited to them both, a 1641 Bp. Mountagu 
Acts <§■ Moiu 6 The Soule, is an essence .. eviternally sub- 
sisting, and immortall as Angels are. 

Eviternity (mtaumti). [ad. late L. seviter- 
nitas , f. sevitemus : see Eviternal. Cf. OF. 
evitemiti .] Eternity of duration ; everlastingness. 
(See also quot. 1755.) 

1596-1640 [see /Eviternity]. 1652 Bp. Hall Invis. 
World (L.), There shall we. .passe our eviternity ofblisse in 
lauding and praising . . our Creator. 1656 [J. Serjeant] 
tr. T. White's Peripatet. Inst it. 329 The notion and differ- 
ence of three Durations is evident : of Time . . of Eternity 
[explicated] when we treated of God: lastly, of Eviternity 
in Intelligences. 1755 Johnson, Eviternity, duration not 
infinitely, but indefinitely long. _ 1828 X)’ Israeli Chas I, I. 
iii. 33 The questions.. whether his [God’s] eternity was only 
an evi-ternity. 

Evittate (i|vi*Wt\ a. Bot. [f. E- pref.3 + Vitta 
4. -ate2 .] Having no vittse or oil-canals ; said of 
the fruit of some umbelliferous plants. 

1866 in Treas. Bot. 

Evocable (e-v<?kab’l), a. [a. F. ivocable , f. 
ivoquer, ad. L. evoc-are : see Evoke.] That may 
be called forth. 

Evocat© (ewtfk^t), v. [f. L. evocat- ppl. stem 
of evocare : see Evoke.] 

+ 1. trnns. To call forth. Obs. in gen. sense. 

1639 Bp. Reynolds Lord's Supp. xviii, The seed to be 
scattered, .the Sun to evocate and excite the seminal virtue. 
1665 G. Harvey Advice agst. Plague 6 The said Arsenical 
bodies, .require, .a very dry and warm.. air, to melt and 
open the surface of the Earth, .to attract and evocate them 
thence. [Misquoted by Johnson s.v. Evacate.] 

2. To call up (spirits) from the dead, (events) 
from past times. 

1675 J. Smith Chr. Relig. Appeal n. 10 Thyestes his Ghost 
groans, .when ere that is evocated to attend the pleasure of 
the black Artist. 1732 Stackhouse Hist. Bible v. in. iii, 
[Saul] thinking there was any efficacy in magical operations 
to evocate the dead. 1817 Byron Let . Murray 15 Feb. in 
Wks. (1846) 175/2 He. ;goies. .to evocate a ghost. 1822 T. 
Taylor Apuleius 277 The ancient Egyptians evocated the 
souls of demons, or angels, and inserted them in sacred 
images. 1827 Sir H. Taylor Isaac Comnemts 1. iv, Where 
memory evocates imperial deeds Such as betray’d Britanni- 
cus of old. 1851 G. S. Faber Many Mansions (,1862) 392 
note. Here Ulysses evocates the souls of the dead. 

3. nonce-use. To call out (from a house, etc.\ 

1834 Beckford Italy II. 228 Driving to the palace [I] 

evocated the archbishop’s confessor. 

Hence E’voeated,//>/. a. 

1816 G. S. Faber Orig. Pagan Idol. III. 350 The evo- 
cated spirits come up. 

Evocation (evoktfi-Jsn). [ad. L. evocatidn-em , 
n. of action f. evocare : see Evoke.] The action 
of evoking ; a calling forth or out. 

+ 1. The calling (of a person) from a specified 
place or association ; (of the spirit) from present 
surroundings. Obs. 

1574 Hello wes Guevara' s Fam. Ep. (1577) 202 In this 
euocation of Abraham is taught howe needefull it is to.. 
Gods people, to be deuided and drawn from vices. 1612-5 
Bp. FI all Contempl. O. T. xx. ii, The hastie evocation of 
so noted a person, to such a secrecie. a 1631 Donne Serm. 
cxxi. V, 150 His Night- watchings are Ecstatics and Evoca- 
tions of his Soul into the Presence and Communion of 
Saints, a 1640 Jackson Creed xu. vii, The Greek ’E/ocA-i?erta 
[signifies] a society elected or called out. This evocation 
or selection is of divers sorts. 

transf. 1656 tr. Hobbes' Elem. Philos (1839) 448 Our 
spirits and blood, and whatsoever is fluid within us, is called 
out from the internal to the external parts of our bodies. . 
He that can give a possible cause of this evocation and 
swelling [etc.]. 

b. Rom. Antiq. The calling upon the gods of 
a besieged city to forsake it and come over to 
the besiegers. 

1656 Cowley Davideis iv. notes 149 Their solemn Evoca- 
tion of Gods from the Cities which they besieged. 1753 in 
Chambers Cycl. Sup/. 1853 De Quincey Wks. < 1862) XIV. 
73 The Pagan practice of evocation applied to the tutelary 
deities of such a state. 

1 2. — Avocation 2 , 3 . 

1769 Hist. Europe in Ann. Reg. 2/2 If the empress of 
Russia finds no evocation from disturbances at home, .the 
Turkish empire may , . fall by the hands of a woman. 1810 
Scott Let. to W. Hayley 12 July, A number of most un- 
poetical evocations have made me appear very ungrateful. 

3* a. The evoking or calling up a spirit Const 
of. b. The formula to be used in evoking a spirit 

a. 1633 Ames Agst. Cerem. n. 147 [They] paved the way 
for invocation of Saints in heaven, and evocation of men out 
of Hell. x68x H. More in Glanvilts Sadducismus Postscr. 
43 She turning her face from Saul, mutters to her self some 
Magical form of evocation of Spirits. tZ^Blackw. Mag. 
L 1 V. 675 The rapidity of her evocation was most surprising, 
as M. de Cagliostro had no idea of the person I should 
desire him to call up. X856 R. A. Vaughan Mystics 1 1860) 

I. 83 Divination and evocations are practised with increas- 
ing '"credulity. 


b. 2631 A. B. tr. Raleigh's Ghost 1. xiii. 208 The like 
Negromantical euocation to be made by Scipio, is read in 
Siluius. 2823 D’Israeli Cur. Lit., Dreams Dawn Philos ., 

r f a kbot. .sent three or four leaves stuffed with the names 
of devils, and with their evocations. 

4. The calling out or removal of a cause or 
action from an inferior to a superior court ; = med. 
L. evocatio, Fr. Evocation. 

. [16x1 Cotgr., Evocation , an euocation .. also, a calling 
before one by authoritie ; a transferring, or remouing of 
causes vnto a higher Court by command of the Judges 
thereof.] 2644 Bp. Maxwell Prerog. Rings i. 8 Nor can he 
be debarred, .by precognition .. or evocation to determine or 
Judge in any thing that concerneth that his Kingdome. 
1682 News fr, France 10 The one [Edict] was that no 
Protestant may have the Relief of an Evocation (or appeal) 
from any Court of Justice. 1694 Falle Jersey vii. 206 
We have a Jurisdiction established among our selves, and 
our Properties secured against vexatious suits and Evoca- 
tions into England. 1759 Hume Hist . Eng. (1818) IV. 90 
The evocation which came a few days after from Rome. 
1791 St. Papers in Ann. Reg. 171* The citizens cannot be 
withdrawn from the judges.. by any other attributions or 
evocations than those which are determined by the laws. 
2832 in Webster. 1862 S. Lucas Secularia 363 Other mat- 
ters. .were from time to time withdrawn from the ordinary 
tribunals, and by a process of evocation transferred to the 
Council. 

5. a. The action of evoking or calling forth into 
existence or activity ; an instance of the same. 
Const, of. Also concr. 

177S Harris Philos. Arrangem. (1841) 259 There is no 
one. .who imagines .. every recent production . . to be an 
absolutely fresh creation, .an evocation of something out of 
nothing. 1822 De Quincey Confess. *1862) 84 Magical 
power of evocation which Christianity has put forth. 1845 
R. W. Hamilton Pop. Educ. iv. ted. 2 84 You have caused 
him who was created a thinking being, to think. You have 
done reverence to the Father of spirits in the evocation of 
that spirit. 1861 M c Caul A ids to Faith v. 215 The evoca- 
tion of light is the prominent object of the first day’s work. 
1881 E. Mulford Republic of God viii. 173 The faith which 
is the gift and the evocation of this revelation. 1887 Glad- 
stone in Times 6 Sept. 12/3 There is a growing necessity 
for the cultivation of local resources . . the evocation of which 
will be a most healthy proceeding. 

b. With reference to the Platonic theory of 
recollection (ava/xvrjais) : A calling up of know- 
ledge acquired in a previous state of existence. 

1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. To Rdr. Aiij a, We could he 
content with Plato, that knowledge were but Remembrance; 
that Intellectual acquisition were but Reminiscent iall 
evocation. 1865 Grote Plato I. xix. 530 This magical 
evocation of knowledge from an untaught youth. 

1 6. Gram. (See quots.) Obs. 

1612 Brinsley Pos. Parts (1669) 27 Every Vocative case is 
of the second Person.. by a figure called Evocation. .Be- 
cause Tu or Vos are understood in every Voc. case. 2657 
J. Smith Myst . Rhet. 190 Evocation is an immediate Re- 
duction of the third person either to the first or second. 
2678 96 Phillips Evocation , in Grammar it is a figure of 
Construction, being a reducing of the third Person, either 
to the first or second ; as Ego tuze deliciee istuc veniam. 

Evocative (zvp’kativ, cv^k^tiv), a. [ad. L. 
evocativ-us, f. evocare : see Evocate.] Tending 
to call or draw forth. Const, of. 

1657 Tomlinson R emu's Disp. 160* Gargarismes. .whose 
faculty is either levative, or repressive, or evocative. 1855 
Bailey Mystic 61 At his will-fraught and evocative word, 
The strange star brightened largeher. 2881 Brit . Q. Rev. 
Jan., The soul of good in things evil which has proved, .so 
evocative of some of the least natural graces, so productive 
of spiritual energy. 

Evocator (e’wfetai). [a. L. evocator , agent-n. 
f. evocare : see Evocate.] One who evocates or 
evokes ; esp. one who evokes or calls up a spirit. 

1794 T. Taylor Pausanias I. 305 [He] went to Phigalea, 
to the Arcadian evocators of souls. 1827 Byron Manfred 

II. ii. 188 He.. roused The Arcadian Evocators to compel 
The indignant shadow to depose her wrath. 1835 Blackw. 
Mag. XXXVIII. 647 Imagination, .like an olden Evocator 
rears The gorgeous phantoms of forgotten years. 

Evocatory (zvjrkatsri),#. [ad. late L. evocatori- 
us, f. evocare : see Evocate and -ory.] Having 
the function of evoking or calling forth. 

<*1711 Ken Psyche Poet. Wks. 1721 IV. 266 Satan. .Saw an 
old Clinick breathing out his last, And his evocatory Fiends 
enjoin’d Whom he to tare away his Soul assign’d. 2817 tr. 
Dubois' People of India xi, The Mantras., are of various 
sorts, invocatory, evocatory, deprecatory, conservatory. 

Evocatrix. rare— 1 . [a. L. * evocatrix , fern, of 
evocator : see Evocator.] A female evocator; 
a woman who calls up spirits. 

2847 De Quincey Protestantism Wks, VIII. 138 She was 
an Evocatrix, or female necromancer, evoking phantoms 
that stood in some unknown relation to dead men, 

|) Evoe, int. \sb.) Also evohe. [a. L. evoe, 
more correctly euoe, euhce r a. Gr. euo?.] The 
Bacchanalian exclamation ‘ Evoe ! ’ 

1586 Praise of Mus. 6 Those dronken euohes and howl- 
inges. 2829 Shelley Prometh. Unb. n. iii. 9 Like Masnads 
who cry loud, Evoe! Evoe! 2830 Carlyle Misc. (1872) 

III. 2 The earth is giddy with their clangour, their evohes. 

t Evoi d, v. Sc. Obs. Also 6 evode. fad. 

OF. evuider (mod.F. hider ), f. e- out + vitider, 
f. vuide (Fr. vide) Void.] trails. To clear out, 
empty out, remove, get rid of. 

1533 Bellenden Livy v. (1822) 424 He maid thame [the 
army] to evode all dredoure, takand na fere of inemyis. 
1536 — Cron. Scot. (1821) I. p. Jvii, Thay wald nevir evoid 
the displeseir. .out of thair hertis. 

Evoir, obs. form of Ivory. 


Evoke (zv<? »*k), v. [ad. Fr. ivoquer, ad. L. 
evoc-are , f. e- out + vocare to call.] 

1 . trans. To call forth ; esp. to summon up (spirits, 
etc.) by the use of magic charms. 

2623-6 Cockeram, Euoke, to call forth. 2774 Warton 
Hist. Eng. Poetry xxxiii. ( 1840) II. 509 The only . . use of this 
character is.. to evoke the Devil, and summon the court. 
Ibid. Ixi. (1840) III. 399 To evoke the Queen of the Fairies 
in the solitude of a gloomy grove. 2822 Landor Ct . 
Julian Wks. 1846 II. 503 If only warlike spirits were 
evoked By the war-demon. 2872 Tyndall Fragm. Sc. 
(ed. 6} II. ii. 15 It is a monster thus evoked that we see 
stalking abroad. 

2 . transf. and fig. a. In various associations, 
with more or less obvious allusion to magical 
operations. 

1749 Warburton Lett. (1809) 13, I had no sooner 
evoked the name of Shakespear from the. .former editions 
than a crew of strange devils.. come chattering. .round 
about me. 1757 Hurd On Marks of Imitation, Johnson 
evokes Fancy out of her cave of cloud. 2844 Emerson Lect. 
Yng. Amer, Wks. (Bohn) II . 293 Railroad iron is a magi- 
cian’s rod. .to evoke the sleeping energies of land and water. 
2868 Stanley Westnr.Ab. i. 21 On his way he evoked with 
his staff the two springs of the Island. 

b. To call (a feeling, faculty, manifestation, 
etc.) into being or activity. Also, To call up 
(a memory) from the past. 

2856 Emerson Eng. Traits , Wealth Wks. (Bohn) II. 70 
The ambition to create value evokes every kind of ability. 
1866 Max Muller Chips (1880) III. vii. 283 He rather 
likes now and then to evoke a smile. 2877 Browning La 
Saisiaz (1878) 82 Be this, sad yet sweet, the sole Memory 
evoked from slumber ! 1879 Carpenter Merit . Phys. 1. 1. 

§ 16, 28 Unable to evoke a respondent movement from the 
exhausted Muscles. 

3 . To summon (a cause) from an inferior to a 
superior tribunal (cf. Avoke). 

1752 Carte Hist. Eng. III. 474 marg ., The conference at 
York evoked to London. 1839 Keightley Hist, Eng, 1 1 . 10 
She protested against the competency of the court, as the 
cause had been evoked to Rome by the Pope. 2851 Hussey 
Papal Power i. 5 Authority to evoke causes to Rome. 

Hence Evo*ked//»/. a . ; Evoker, one who or that 
which evokes ; Evo-king vbl . sb., the action of the 
vb. Evoke. 

2:849 S. R Maitland Illustr. Mesmerism 1. 49 Where do 
we read about magic circles, and evoked fiends, black 
cats, etc. ? 1845 Mozley Ess. (1878) 1 . 121 An evoker of all 
his cleverness and ready wit. 1853 De Quincey A utobiog. 
Sk. Wks. I. 27 The playfulness of the scene is the very 
evoker of the solemn remembrances that lie hidden below. 
1848 W. H. Kelly tr. L. Blanc's Hist . Ten. Y. II. 189 The 
evoking of this famous and terrible name provoked scandal. 

t E'VOlate, v- Obs. rare— 1 , [f. L. evoldt- ppl. 
stem of evoldre , f. e- out -f volar e to fly.] inlr . 
To fly forth or away. 

1657 Tomlinson Renou's Disp. 369 Flowers.. at length 
evolating in dawen. 

t Evoia'tic, a. Obs .—' 0 [f. L. evoldt - ppl. stem 
of evoldre (see prec.) + -ic.] ‘Flying abroad’. 
Bailey {folio, 1730-6). 

2775 in Ash ; hence in mod. Diets. 

t Evola’tical, a. Obs.-° =* prec, 

2656-82 in Blount Glossogr. 2721-2800 in Bailey ; hence 
in mod. Diets. 

t Evola'tion. Obs. Also 7 in bad form 
evolition. [ad. late L. evolation-em, n. of action 
f. evoldre : see Evolate.] The action of flying 
out or away. 

2644 Bp. Hall Free Prisoner § 7 (T.) These walls of flesh 
forbid that evolation [of the soul]. 1645 — Remedy Discon- 
tents, How did he triumph over your cruelty? how did he 
by his happy evolation make all those stones precious? 
2664 Evelyn Sylva (2776) 31 Forest trees and woods., 
hinder the necessary evolition of this superfluous moisture. 
2669 J. Rose Eng. Vineyard (1675) 22 Salts and spirits 
which a more moderate fire would preserve from evolition 
and flying away. 

t EvoTuble, Obs. rare— K [f. as if ad. L. 
*evolubilis, f. evolvere ; see Evolve. Cf. Voluble.] 
Rolling swiftly away. 

2667 H. More Div. Dial. (1713) 558 That Life which is 
consumed by an evoluble succession. 

Evolute (ewoliact), a. and sb. [ad. L. evolut-us, 
pa. pple. of evolvere to roll out : see Evolve.] 

A, adj. 

a. Evolute curve = B. 1. b. (See quot. 1835.) 
1796 Hutton Math. Diet. I. 453/1 s.v., The values of the 
absciss and ordinate of the Evolute curve EC. 2828 — 
Course Math. II. 351 Any radius of curvature, .is a tangent 
to the evolute curve at the point F. 2835 Lindley Introd. 
Bot. ( 1848) II. 65 Exorhizie evolute, or fully developed. 

■ ■ B. sb. ■ . , . . . ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ 

1 . Math. A curve which is the locus of the 
Centres of curvature of another curve (its involute'), 
or the envelope of all its normals. Radius of the 
Evolute, Imperfect Evolute (see quots. 1751). 

The end of a stretched thread unwound from the evolute 
will trace the involute ; hence the names. 

2730-6 in Bailey (folio). 2752 Chambers Cycl. s.v., The 
radius of the Evolute is the part of the thread comprised be- 
tween any point where it is a tangent to the evolute, and 
the correspondent point where it terminates in the new curve. 
Ibid., hrtpei feet Evolute . . 1111$ curve would be a sort of 
evolute, and would have its radii ; but an imperfect evolute, 
since the radii are not perpendicular to the first curve. 
1852 G. Salmon Higher Plane Curves 1x0 If we take a 
fourth harmonic to the tangent and the lines joining its 
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point of contact to two fixed points, we shall have a line 
which may be called the quasi-normal, and its envelope will 
be a quasi-evolute. x88x W. Spottiswoode in Nature No. 
624. 57 x The phosphorescence takes the form, approxi- 
mately, of the evolute of an ellipse. 1882 Proctor in Knovo- 
ledge 24 Nov. 423 The evolute of a circle is a point— -the 
circle’s centre. The evolute of a straight line is either of 
the points at infinity in direction perpendicular to the line. 
Tt 2. Erroneously used for Involute. Also attrib . 
in evolut e-cog, a cog the two sides of which are 
involutes of circles. 

1812-6 Playfair Nat. Phil. (1819) I. 81 One of the curves 
there proposed [for the teeth of wheels] is the evolute of the 
circle. 3860 Merc. Marine Mag. VII. 140 A wheel, having 
on its circumference a series of evolute-cogs. 

8. The developed surface, £ development*, of a 
cone or cylinder, rare. 

1793 Smeatom Edystone L. % 60 note. The figure thus 
formed would become a kind of evolute of the surface of the 
whole building. 

Evoltttility (*vf*li«ti'liti). [f. L. evolut- (ppl. 
stem of evolvere : see Evolve. Cf. contractility .] 
‘The faculty possessed by all substances which are 
capable of self-nourishment to manifest the nutri- 
tive acts by changes of form, or of volume, or of 
structure’ (Syd. Soc. Lex. 1884k 
Evolution (evoli£-Jhn, Fvoiiufon). [ad. L. 
evolution-em (recorded in the sense ‘unrolling of 
a book ’), n. of action f. evolvere'. see Evolve. 
Cf. Fr. evolution. The pronunciation (Ivo-) is 
not sanctioned by any Diet., but is now somewhat 
common.] 

I. The process of unrolling, opening out, or 
disengaging from an envelope. 

1. The opening out or unfolding of what is 
wrapped up (e.g. a roll, a bud, etc.) ; fig. the 
spreading out before the mental vision (of a series 
of objects) ; the appearance in orderly succession 
of a long train of events. Also concr. ‘ the series 
of things unfolded or unrolled ’ (J.h 
1647 H. More Poe?ns 150 Evolution Of outward forms 
spread in the worlds vastspright, 1667 — Djv. Dial. i. § 15 
The whole evolution of. .ages, from everlasting to everlast- 
ing, is. .represented to God at once. 1678 Cudworth Intell. 
Syst. 878 The Periods of Divine Providence, here in this 
World, are commonly Longer, and the Evolutions thereof 
Slower. 1742 Young Nt. Th. iv. 5 10 Beyond long ages, yet 
roll’d up in shades.. What evolutions of surprising fate! 
1762 — Resignation 11. xxxvi, Flowers . . When ev’ning damps 
and shades descend, Their evolutions close. 1759 Johnson 
Idler No 70 f 11 tie whose taskjs to reap and thresh will 
not be contented without examining the evolution of the 
seed. 1845 G. S. Faber Sacred Cal Proph . (1844) I. p. xv, 
The evolution of time has served only to confirm me in 
the honest persuasion, that, etc. 

% Emergence or protrusion from the folds of an 
envelope. Frequent in Biol. 

1762 Hudson in Phil. Trans. LIT. 500 Our author asserts, 
That every Fungus is contained in an entire and perfect 
state, .in the egg, or as it is called, the seed, and wants no- 
thing but evolution, in order to imbibe the necessary juices. 
x8oo Med. Jml. III. 5, I determined to leave Nature un- 
disturbed, to effect the evolution of the child. X817 T. 
Say Hessian Fly, Entom. Wks. 1850. II. 7 The specious 
circumstance of its evolution from the pupa itself of the 
destroying larva. 1887 Gray's Anat. (ed. Pike) 85 The 
first appearance of the eye consists in the protrusion or evo- 
Iutionfrom the medullary wail of the. .interbrain of a vesicle. 

3. The process of evolving, disengaging, or giving 
off (gas, heat, light, sound, etc.) ; an instance of 
this process. 

1806 Med. Jml. XY. 289 A powerful evolution of the 
muriatic acid is painful and dangerous. 18x6 J. Smith 
Panorama Sc. # Art II. 278 Two dissimilar metals are not 
essential to the evolution of galvanism. 1839 G. Bird Nat. 
Philos, 138 The evolution of musical sounds during the 
cooling of heated metals. 1873 Lyell Princ. Geol. II. u. 
xxxii. 214 There is a constant evolution of heat and light. 
1878 Huxley Physiogr. 82 Decomposed by the acid with 
the evolution of carbonic acid gas. 

4. Math. a. Geom. The unfolding or opening 
out of a curve : + (a.) the straightening it out, 
through all intermediate degrees of curvature, till 
it becomes a straight line ; (A) the production 
from it of an involute, such as would be traced by 
the end of a stretched flexible thread unwound 
from the outside of the curve. 

X700 Phil. Trans. XXII. 445 By the Equable Evolution 
of a Circle, I mean such a gradual approach of its Periferie 
to Rectitude, as that all its parts do together and equally 
eyolve or unbend. 1727-51 Chambers Cycl., Evolution in 
geometry, the unfolding, or opening of a curve, and making 
it describe an evolvent. 1828 Hutton Course Math. IIL 
352 To determine the nature of the curve by whose evolu- 
tion the common parabola AB is described. 

to. Arith. and Alg. The extraction of any root 
from any given power ; the reverse of involution. 

1706 in Phillips (ed Kersey). 1734 Builder's Diet,* Evo- 
lution,, The Extraction of Roots out of Powers. xBo6 
Hutton Course Math. I. 200 Evolution is . . the method 
of finding the square root, cube root, etc., of any given 
quantity. 1859 Barn. Smith Arith. 4 Algebra <ed. 6) 262 
Evolution is the inverse of Involution ; being the method of 
finding any root of a given quantity, 
j 5. The process of evolving, developing, or work- 
ing out in detail, what is implicitly or potentially 
contained in an idea or principle ; the develop- 
ment of a design, argument, etc. 
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1677 Hale Prim. Orig. Man . in. ii. 259 It must have po- 
tentially at least the whole Systeme of Humane Nature,, or 
at least that Ideal Principle . . thereof, in the evolution 
whereof the complement and formation of the Humane 
Nature must consist. 1768 Johnson Pref. to Shahs. Wks. 
IX. 247 His plays., in the successive evolutions of the 
design, sometimes produce seriousness and sorrow, and 
sometimes levity and laughter. 1774 J. Bryant Mythol. I. 
p. xv, They [certain names] may be again resolved by an easy 
and fair evolution. 2820 Coleridge Let. C. A. Tulkfm 
Sotheby's Catal. May 1890), I had arrived at this conclusion 
by necessary evolution from the First Principle of my 
Philosophy. 1870 R. W. Dale Week-day Serm. iv. 83 Some 
slip in the evolution of an argument. 1878 Simpson Sch. 
Shake. I. 140 A chorus is introduced to make up for the 
want of dramatic evolution. 

to. concr. The result of this process. 

1820 Coleridge Let. C. A. Talk (in Sotheby's Catal. 
May 1890), The sensible world is but the evolution of the 
Truth, Love, and Life, or their opposites, in Man. 1856 
R. A. Vaughan Mystics <r86oi I. 19 Philosophers who be- 
lieve themselves organs of the world-soul, arid their systems 
an evolution of the Deity. 1862 F. Hall Hindu Phil. 
Syst. 55 note. In the Sankhya, happiness, misery, will, and 
activity .. are evolutions from.. the internal organ. 

0. Biol. a. Of animal and vegetable organisms 
or their parts: The process of developing from 
a rudimentary to a mature or complete state. 

1670 Phil. Trans. V, 2078 By the word Change [in Insects] 
is nothing else to be understood but a gradual and natural 
Evolution and Growth of th e parts, x 745 N eedham Microsc. 
Disc. Introd. 1 Nature . . ever exerting its fecundity in a 
successive Evolution of organised Bodies. 1791 E. Darwin 
Bot. Card. n. 8 note, The gradual evolution of the young 
animal or plant from its egg or seed. xSox Med. Jrnl. V. 588 
A series of experiments on the evolution of the Chick. 1805 
Ibid. XIV. 336 The formation and evolution of this part of 
the brain. 1839 Johnston in Proc. Bemu. Nat. Club I. 
201 Masses of eggs, in different stages of their evolution, 
are met with in the same nest. 

b. Theory of Evolution : the hypothesis (first 
propounded under that name by Bonnet 1762) 
that the embryo or germ, instead of being brought 
into existence by the process of fecundation, is 
a development or expansion of a pre-existing form, 
which contains the rudiments of all the parts of 
the future organism. Also called ‘the theory of 
Preformation the latter name is now preferred, 
to avoid confusion with the following sense. 

1831 [see Epigenesis]. 1877 Huxley Encycl. Brit. VIII. 
745- 

c. The origination of species of animals and 
plants, as conceived by those who attribute it to 
a process of development from earlier forms, and 
not to a process of ‘ special creation*. Often in 
phrases Doctrine , Theory of Evolution. 

1832 Lyell Princ. Geol. II. 11 The testacea of the ocean 
existed first, until some of them by gradual evolution, were 
improved into those inhabiting the land. 1852 H. Spencer 
Developement Hypoth. Ess. (1883) I. 381 Those who cava- 
lierly reject the Theory of Evolution, as not adequately 
supported by facts, seem quite to forget that their own 
theory js supported by no facts at all. 1859 Darwin Orig, 
Spec. vii. f 18731 20X At the present day almost all naturalists 
admit evolution under some form. 1863 E. V. Neale Anal. 
Th. 4 Nat. 185 The diversity of species has arisen by the 
evolution of one species out of another. x88x Sir J. Hooker 
in Nature No. 610. 446 The doctrine of the orderly evolu- 
tion of species under known laws. 

7. The development or growth, according to its 
inherent tendencies, of anything that may be com- 
pared to a living organism \e.g. of a political 
constitution, science, language, etc.) ; sometimes 
contrasted with revolution. Also, the rise or 
origination of anything by natural development, 
as distinguished from its production by a specific 
act; ‘growing’ as opposed to ‘ being made . 

1807 Knox & J ebb Carr. 1. 367 1 ts [our British constitution’s] 
tardy evolution bespeaks something fitter to endure. 1833 
Chalmers Const.Man (1835)11. vii. 39 When commerce is left 
to its own spontaneous evolutions. 1837 Sir F. Palgrave 
Merck. 4 Friar (1844) 138 Our constitutional form of 
government has been produced by evolution. 1847 Grote 
Greece II. xvii. (1862 » II. 431 The same great evolution of 
Scythian power. 1873 H. Spencer Study Social, v. 98 
Psychology., deals with the evolution of the faculties ..by 
what processes . . ideas grow from concrete to abstract ana 
from simple to complex. 

8. The formation of the heavenly bodies accord- 
ing to the received theory which supposes it to 
have taken place by the concentration and con- 
solidation of cosmic matter. 

1850 Nichol Archil. Hern. Pt. in. (title) Psyche, or Evo- 
lution. Ibid. 239 (heading 0/ page) Universal Evolution. 
1851 Ibid. (ed. 9 > 289 As on Earth, there is [sic] also-ruling 
these high Heavens — vast processes of evolution, 1880 
Haughton Phys. Geog. i. 2 The idea of the evolution of 
planets is due to the great astronomer . . Laplace. 

9 . In recent philosophical speculation used in 
a more comprehensive sense, of which the senses 
6 a, 6 c, 7, S are regarded as special applications. 

# According to Herbert Spencer, whose views have greatly 
influenced not only the technical but also the popular use 
of the word, all the changes in the universe, whether 
material or psychical, are phenomena either of Evolution or 
of the reverse process of Dissolution ; his definition of the 
former is quoted below, 

1862 H. Spencer First Princ. 11, xvii. §145 (1875) 396 The 
formula finally stands thus: — Evolution is an integration of 
matter and concomitant dissipation of motion; during 
which the matter passes from an indefinite, incoherent 
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homogeneity to a definite, coherent heterogeneity; and 
during which the retained motion undergoes a parallel 
transformation. 1878 J. Sully in Encycl, Brit. VIII, 7 6 s 
Mental evolution is a progressive composition of units of 
feeling in more and more complex forms Ibid., Mr. Spen- 
cer’s elaboration of the subject of social evolution has not 
been carried far enough, 1883 A. Barratt Phys. Met em- 
piric 32 The laws of Evolution apply to both universes . . a 
universe of material forces, and a universe of conscious 
states. 1885 Clodd Myths # Dr, 11. i. 144 Evolution is 
advance from the simple to the complex. 

XI. A tactical movement (and derived senses). 

10. Mil. and Naut. The unfolding or opening 
out of a body of troops or squadron of ships; 
hence gen. any movement or change of position, 
such as counter-marching, wheeling, etc., required 
in the due disposition of a force, whether for re- 
view, or for active operations. Also fig. 

1622 F. Markham Bk. War iv. viih 151 But if it be to 
performe any Evolution or alteration of figure .. then he 
shall see that they obserue at least six foots distance . . be- 
tweene one Horseman and another. [1697 F- Hoste (title) 
L’Art des Armees Navales, ou Traite des Evolutions Na- 
vales]. 1704 Cocker App. 'Terms of War , Evolutions, 
when a Body of Men change their form . . This is done by 
doubling of Ranks or Files, Counter-marches, or Wheel- 
ings. 1751 Chambers Cycl. s.v., By naval evolutions he 
[Hoste] means, the motions made by a fleet, squadron, or 
naval armament, in order to put themselves into a proper 
disposition for attacking the enemy, or defending them- 
selves with the most advantage. 1796 7 Instr. $ Reg , 
Cavalry (1813)90 This countermarch of each division is an 
evolution of great utility. 1836 Thirlwall Greece II. xv. 
307 The Persian ships were turned by the wind and the 
waves, their evolutions were thwarted. 1853 Stocqueler 
Mil. Encycl. s.v., That evolution is best which, with a 
given number of men, may be executed in the least space. 
1878 Bosw. Smith Carthage 253 The surrounding country 
was level and suitable to the evolutions of cavalry. 
fig. 1771 Burke Co?-r. (1844) I. 296 That versatility, 
those sudden evolutions . . have something derogated from 
the credit of all public professions. 1841 D’Israeli Amen. 
Lit. (1867) 580 Jonson's intense observation was micro- 
scopical when turned to the minute evolutions of society. 
1847 Helps Friends in C. 11873} I. vii. 90 Evolutions of 
patience and temper are performed at the fireside. 

11. transfi. A wheeling about ; a movement in 
dancing, gymnastics, etc. Also, one of the regu- 
lated and recurring movements of a portion of 
a machine. 

a 1691 Boyle (J.), The spontaneous coagulation of the 
little saline bodies was preceded by almost innumerable 
evolutions. 1770 Langhorne Plutarch (1879) I. 791 They 
move in an agreeable manner, performing certain involu- 
tions and evolutions in a quick measure. 1823 J. Badcock 
Dom. Amusem. 41 Clouds, .of a dark brown colour, floating 
in varied evolutions. 1825 J. N icholson Operat. Mechanic 
73 The various evolutions and positions to which every 
revolution of the wheel subjects each paddle. 1833 J. Hol- 
land Manuf. Metals II. 214 The short evolution which 
the bar has to traverse, not being more than one fourth of 
a circle. 1837 Neiu Monthly Mag. LI. 471 A perfect artiste 
of the ballet . . going through her admirable evolutions. 1850 
Mrs. Stowf. Uncle Tom's C. xi, Haley, .madehim. .perform 
various evolutions to show his muscles. 

f b. A winding about, an intricate form. Obs. 
1763 Johnson 5 July in Boswell, It is not in the showy 
evolutions of buildings . . that the wonderful immensity of 
London consists. 1774 J. Bryant Mythol. I. 270 Roots . . 
and sprays are often so fantastic in their evolutions as to 
betray a remote resemblance [to a human fabric}. 

III. 12. In etymological sense : The action 
of rolling (anything) out on a spindle, rare. 

x8 80 R. Owen Sanctorale Cathol , 271 From _ the horrible 
manner of his death by the evolution of his intestines, 
Italians regard him [St. Elmo] as their advocate against 
spasmodic pains. 

Evolutional (evblizZ’jbnal), a. [f. prec. + -al.] 
Of or pertaining to evolution ; due to or produced 
by evolution. 

1862 F. Hall Hindu Philos. Syst . i8x note , The Upani- 
shads . . describe Brahma . . as unchangeable ; and this notion, 
would be contravened by that of his being an evolutional 
material cause. 1874 Morley Compromise ( 1886) 209 The 
evolutional theory of society. 

Evolutionary (ev61iz7jbnari), a. [f. as prec. 

+ -ary.] 

1, Of or pertaining to evolution or development ; 
evolutional. 

1846 Worcester cites Eclectic Rev. 1875 N. Amer. Rev. 
CXX, 255 The bond, of continuity which makes man the 
central link between his ancestors and his posterity is evo- 
lutionary. 1883 H. Drummond Nat. Law in Spin. W. xii. 
(1884) 407 The development throughout obeys the evolu- 
tionary law in being from the general to the special. 

b. Of language, opinions, methods, etc.: In 
accordance with the theory of evolution. Hence 
qualifying personal designations ; Following evo- 
lutionary methods. 

1864 F. Hall in Wilson tr. Vishnu Purana III. 25 The evo- 
lutionary doctrine. xS8x G. Allen Vignettes fir. Nat. x. 93 
These self-same, .outer flowers, .make the guelder rose. so 
interesting a plant in the eyes of the evolutionary biologist. 
1876 C. E. Appleton Life # Lit. Relics(x88x) 184 Its process, 
as we should now say in evolutionary language. 1881 Ro- 
manes in Nature XXI II. 501 The evolutionary psychologist. 

2. Of, pertaining to, or performing the evolutions 
or manceuvres of troops or ships of war. 

1859 in Worcester. i86x J. H. Macdonald Evolut. 
Battalion 8jfhe first object of all evolutionary operations in 
the field . . is to move towards the enemy. x88x A rmy # 
Navy Gaz. 23 July 570/2 The French Evolutionary squadron 
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will visit Oran. .Algiers, eta 3890 Daily News 9 May 5/6 
The evolutionary grounds on which the special review is to 
be held, .cover a magnificent area of level steppe. 

Evolutionism (evolhrjbniz’m). [f. as prec. 
+ -ism.] The theory of evolution or develop- 
ment. 

1869 Huxley in Sci. Opin. 28 Apr. 487/r The three 
schools of # geological speculation which I have termed 
Catastrophism, Uniformitarianism, and Evolutionism. 1872 
E. Fry in Spectator 21 Sept. 1201 Evolutionism does not 
propose to explain the unfolding of life out of dead matter. 
1873 Dawson Earth <5- Man xiv. 348 Evolutionism . . ex- 
cluded creation and theism. 

< Evolutionist (evolm-Janist). [as prec. + -ist.] 

• X. One who upholds the doctrine of evolution; 
an adherent of evolutionism. 

1859 Darwin prig. Spec. vii. (1873) 189 It is admitted hy 
most evolutionists that mammals are descended from a 
marsupial form. 1873 Dawson Earth <5- Man xiv. 349 The 
evolutionist is really in a position of absolute antagonism 
to the idea of creation, 
b. attrib. or adj. 

1877 Dawson prig. World xv, 338 The prevalence of the 
evolutionist philosophy. 188a Athenaeum 24 June 789/2 
Right conduct on evolutionist principles can only be such 
conduct as is in accord with the conditions of social vitality. 

2 . An advocate of the theory of ‘ Evolution *, as 
opposed to Epigenesis. Cf. Evolution 6 b. 

1875 tr. Schmidt's Desc v < 5 * Darw. 45 The vehement dis- 
pute. .between Evolutionists and Epigenists. 

3 . One skilled in evolutions. 

1864 in Webster; and in mod. Diets. 

Evolutionistic (ewoliSjani-stik), a. [f. prec. 
+ -ic.] a. Tending to support the doctrine of 
evolution. If b. Tending to produce evolution. 

1883 Daily News 21 Sept ; 6/1 The address was a striking 
array of facts, all evolutionistic in their character. 1885 C. 
Dixon in Nature XXXIII. 128 Nor do I consider it fair. . 
to infer that isolation, etc., do not explain the cause of 
variation, and therefore that they fail as evolutionistic 
agents. 

Evolirtionize, v. rare. [f. Evolution + -ize.] 
trans. To develop by evolution. 

Hence Evolu-tionized ppl \ a . 

__ 1883 Westm. Rev . July 273 Our knowledge of evolution- 
ized human nature. 1885 Brit. <$•> For. Evan?. Rev. July 
436 Those who speak of angels do not speak of them as 
evolutionised men. 

Evolutive (e-voliwtiv), a. [f. L. evolut- ppl. 
stem of evolvere : see Evolve.] Pertaining or 
tending to evolution or development ; promoting 
evolution. 

1874 Lewes Problems Life $ Mind I. 112 The special 
evolutive conditions, namely, etc. 1883 Nature 15 Feb. 367 
The life of the sieve tubes may be divided into 2 periods ; 
the evolutive and the passive. 1886 F. Myers in Phantasms 
of the Living I. Introd. 43 We have induced [by hypnotism] 
a change of personality which is not per se either evolutive 
or dissolutive. 

Evolvable (iy^IvabT), a. Also -ible (-ibl). 
[f. next + -able.] That may be evolved ; capable 
of being drawn out or developed. 

3869 Browning Ring # Bk., Pope 231 Truth. .lies, .every- 
where, in these, Not absolutely in a portion, yet Evolvible 
from the whole. 1888 J. I. Swander in Microcosm (N. Y.) 
Oct., Setting free that substantial form of force — either 
light or electricity — evolvable by these respective processes. 

Evolve (iv^-lv), v . [ad. L. evolvere to roll 
out, unroll, f. e out + volvere to roll.] 

1 . trans. To unfold, unroll (something that is 
wrapped up) ; to open put, expand. Almost 
always fig. 

a 1643, 1647 [see Evolved ppl. 3677 Hale Prim . Orig. 
Man. 1. L 31 This little active Principle as the Body in- 
creased. .evolveth, diffuseth and expandeth if not his Sub- 
stantial Existence, yet his Energy and Virtue. 183s I. 
Taylor Spir. Despot, ii. 54 If we wish to see . . the Volun- 
tary Principle fully evolved and ripened under a summer 
heat. 1839^40 W, I k'ving Wolfert's R. (1855) 67 Mr. Glencoe 
. .would stimulate and evolve the powers of his mind. 3835 
H. Reed Lect. Eng. Lit. vi. (1878) 188 Their condensed 
wisdom may be evolved for new applications. 

t b. lit. To unwind (a thread, also a curved 
line'). Obs. rare. 

1730-6 Bailey (folio\ Evolute y the first curve supposed 
to be opened, or evolved, which being opened describes 
other curves. 1796 Hutton Math. Diet , Evolute^ . .is any 
curve supposed to be evolved or opened, by . . beginning to 
evolve or unwind the thread frorn the other end, keeping 
the part evolved, or wound off, tight stretched. 3811 — ■ 
Course Math. II. 334 If AE, BF. etc. be any positions 
of the thread, in evolving or unwinding ; it follows, etc. 

2 . To disengage from wrappings, disclose gra- 
dually to view ; to disentangle ; to set forth in 
orderly sequence. (Only with reference to imma- 
terial objects, though often consciously fig. from 
the physical sense). 

1664 H. More Myst. ihfy.xvu. 63 , 1 have not yet evolved 
all the intangling superstitions that may be wrapt up. 3737 
Thomson To Memory ofLd. Talbot 144 He thro’ the Maze 
of Falsehood urg’d it [the Truth] on, Till, at the last 
evolv’d, it full appear’d. 3744 Akenside Ep. to Curio, Time 
; . Evolves their secrets, and their guilt proclaims, 3773 
Monboddo Lang. I. 1. viii. 101 With so many various forms 
and substances, that it is difficult to evolve them and shew 
them by themselves* 3852 Ld. Cockburn Jeffrey 1 .189 
Jeffrey’s, .whole opinions and tastes were evolved in these 
articles. 3858 Sears A than. in. ix. 325 The outlines of 
Paul’s system of Pneumatology . . have been sufficiendy 
evolved m the preceding pages. ,• 


S. 'Math. To extract (the root of a number or 
quantity). Cf. Evolution 4 b. 

x8io Hutton Course Math, I. 202 To Evolve or Extract 
the Roots of Surd Quantities. 

4 . To give off, emit, as a product of chemical, 
vital, or other internal action ; to liberate or dis- 
engage from a state of chemical, combination. 

1800 Med. JrnL III. 125 The expectorated fluid.. may., 
evolve fetor. 2806 Davy in Phil. Trans. XCVII. 9 The 
fixed alkali is not generated, but evolved, either from the 
solid materials employed, or from saline matter in the water. 
3822 I m isoN Air. § Art II. 63 The chlorine will be evolved. 
2844-57 G. Bird Dr in. Deposits (ed. 51 80 Nitrogen and 
carbon evolved from the system . . in the form of urea arid 
uric acid. 3869 Phillips Vesuv. iii. 69 In September the 
vapours evolved from Vesuvius grew to be considerable. 

5 . To bring out (what exists implicitly or po- 
tentially) ; e.g. to educe (order from confusion, 
light from darkness, etc.) ; to deduce (a conclusion, 
law, or principle) from the data in which it is 
involved; to develop (a notion) as the result of 
reflection or analysis; to work out (a theory or 
system) out of pre-existi ig materials. 

1831 Carlyle Sart.Res. ( 1858) 47 An English Editor, en- 
deavouring to evolve printed Creation out of a German printed 
and written Chaos. 1851 Hussey Papal Power iii. 172 New 
claims of authority . . were gradually evolved from the doc- 
trine of the Supremacy. 1839 Mill Liberty 118651 30 Other 
ethics than any which can be evolved from exclusively Chris- 
tian sources. 1864 Bowen Logic viii. 262 The particular 
instances are first stated as facts, and then the law they 
constitute is evolved. 1874 Sayce Compar. Pkilal. vii. 296 
The idea of a subject-pronoun was evolved last of all. 1883 
Mrs. Plunkett in Harper's Mag. Jan. 241/2 , 1 evolved a 
satin-covered heart-shaped Christmas leaf. 

6. Of circumstances, conditions, or processes: 
To give rise to, produce by way of natural con- 
sequence. 

1851 Longf. Gold. Leg. 1. Castle Vaultsberg \ The new 
diseases that human life Evolves in its progress. x866 
Huxley Phys. x. (38721 236 The simple sensations which 
are thus evolved. 1868 Helps Realmah yevii. (1876/ 476 
New felicities — evolved in each representation. 3879 Spec* 
tutor 7 June 7x9 That habits of gregariousness tend event- 
ually to evolve a morality. 

7 . To develop by natural processes from a more 
rudimentary to a more highly organized condi- 
tion; to originate (animal or vegetable species) 
by gradual modification from earlier forms; in 
wider sense, to produce or modify by *• evolution to 
(See Evolution 6-9). Chiefly in pass, without 
reference to an agent 

3832 Lyell Princ. Geol, 11. l 14 The orang-outang, having 
been evolved out of a monad, is made slowly to attain the 
attributes and dignity of man. 3837 Sir F. Palgrave 
Merck. <$* Friar (3S44) 204 Was the first Ichthyosaurus 
gradually evolved from some embryo substance ? 1849 Mur- 
chison Siluria ii. (1867)23 Lying upon them, and therefore 
evolved after them, other strata succeed. 1873 H. Spencer 
Study Sociol. v. 102 Societies are evolved in structure and 
function as in growth. 3881 Sollas in Science Gossip No* 
202, 217 The organism . . was evolved in the course of ages 
from some simpler form of life. 1884 E. P. Roe in Harper's 
Mag. Apr. 737/2 If God . . chooses to evolve His universe, 
why shouldn’t He ? 

8. intr. for refit, in various of the above senses : 
To open out, expand; to come gradually into 
view ; to arise by way of natural or logical con- 
sequence; to be developed by ‘evolution 

3799 S. Turner Anglo -Sax. (1836) I. iv. iv. 288 When 
great political exigencies evolve. . they are usually as much 
distinguished by the rise of sublime characters. 1800 A. 
Carlyle A utobiog. 488 The excellence of that character 
which gradually evolved on his admiring countrymen. 3827 
G. S. Faber Sacred Cal. Propk. 11844) I. 201 Then come 
the days of blessedness, which both Daniel and_ John de- 
scribe as evolving, .in the course of the present visible sub- 
lunary world. 1849 C. Bronte Shirley v. 57 May feel ripe 
to evolve in foliage. 3863 W. Phillips Speeches ix. 235 
Everything else will evolve from it. 1879 H. Spencer Data 
of Ethics § 104. 269 How does mechanical science evolve 
from these experiences ? 1881 Student II. 35 A tree evolves 
in obedience to his [God’s] laws. 

Evolved (iVpTvd), ppl. a. [f. prec. + -ed*.] 

a. Unfolded, opened up, made manifest or clear 
(obs.). to. Developed ; developed by evolution. 

a 1641 Bp. Mountagu Acts § Mm. (1642) 172 Speaking 
so plaine and in evolved termes. 1647 H. More Song of Soul 
in. iii. iv. xi. Evolved reason cannot stand at one Stoutly to 
guard thy soul from passion. 1857 H. Reed AW/. Eng. Poets 
II. 268 The best efforts of mind are those which are purely 
self-evolved. 1884 H. Spencer in *9^ Cent. XV. 12 By 
future more evolved intelligences, the course of things now 
apprehensible only in parts may be apprehensible all to- 
gether. 3887 Spectator 29 Oct. 1456 Inorganic matter, like 
water, whicn is not an evolved product. 

Hence f EvoTvedly adv., explicitly, in. express 
terms. 

#1641 Bp. Mountagu Acts f Mon. (1642) 77 In none of 
them [the Prophets] was it plainly, directly, evolvediy said 
and foretold, that, etc. ■ 

Evolvement (^vp'lvment). [f. Evolve v . + 
-MENT.J The action of evolving, the condition of 
being evolved ; evolution. 

3845 Stocqueler Handbk. Brit. India (1854) 168 India 
owes to its exertions, .the evolvement of the products of a , 
soil unrivalled for its richness. 1852 Blackav. Mag. LXXI. I 
596 Eyes, heart, mind,, all fixed on the wondrous . . evolve- 
ment of the story. 1866 Eng. Leader 22 Dec. 3s 2 Jesus . . 
showed that he aspired at an evolvement, and hot* .a revo- , 


lution, though 'historically and philosophically it may he 
proved that the only real revolutions are evolvements. 1883 
T. W right in \qth Cent No. 72- 2S0, 1 am in a position to 
speak . . not . . from any process of evolvement from an inner 
consciousness but from personal knowledge. 

to. cozier, in pi. The displayed folds (of a banner). 
1849 Jane Porter Scot Chiefs (1854) 156 As its vast 
evolvements floated in the air, the cry of triumph . . burst 
from every heart. 

Evolvent (ivp'lv&it), a. and sb. Math. [ad. 
L. evolvent-em, pr. pple. f. evolvere : see Evolve.] 
A. adj. That evolves, f Evolvent line : the right 
line (the tangent to the evolute), the extremity 
of which is the locus of the involute. B. sb. 

I . The involute of a curve. 25 . (See quot. 1862.) ■ 

3708 tr. Gregory's Prep . Catenaria in Misc. Cur. II, 236 

The Evoluent Line UF is a third Proportional to AC and 
CB. 1727-53 Chambers CycL, Evolvent, in geometry 
the curve resulting from the evolution of a curve ; in con- 
tradistinction. to the evolute. 3796 in H utton Math. Diet 
3862 F. Hall Hindu Philos. Syst. Introd. 9 note, * Origi- 
nant’ might answer, or ‘evolvent’ [for prakritiy, and 
‘originate’ or ‘evolute’ for vikrlti. 3882 E, B. Cowell in 
tr. Sarva-dar&ana-samgraha. "221 That which is evolvent 
only [note, I borrow this term from Dr. Hall.]. 

Evolver (£v*rlvsi). [f. Evolve v. + -er to] 
One who, or that which, evolves, 

1803 W. Taylor^ in Ann. Rev. 1 . 398 They may be. .useful 
as seminaries of instruction, useful as evolvers of merit. 
1825 Coleridge in Ron. (1836) II. 345 The fates, the 
evolvers of the endless thread. 1883 M onier-W i lli ams 
Relig. Th. in India iii. 44 The male god Brahma . . the ap- 
parent Evolver of all the inferior forms. 

Evolvible : see Evolvable, 

Evolving (iVp-lvigV vbt. sb. [f. Evolve + 
-ing to] The action of the vb. Evolve ; an instance 
of the same. Also attrib. 

1831 Faraday Exp. Res. xlvii. 333 This evolving and in- 
volving motion continues. 2890 Athenaeum 8 Feb. 184/2 He 
by himself planned everything, and gods, men, and things 
came into existence from his evolvings. 

Evolving, ppl. a . [f. as prec. + -ing 2.] 

1 . That evolves ; in quots. intr. a. Opening . 
b. issuing forth., emitted. 

c 1720 Prior Salomon nr. Poems 1723 I. 387 Ambrosial 
Odor . . Does round the Air evolving Scents diffuse. 1773 

J. Ross Fratricide (MS.) v. 800 Thou shait quit Thy earthy 
prison, and evolving Heaven Shall snatch thee. 

2 . That is in process of evolution. 

1862 H. Spencer First Princ. ir. xix. § 149 (1875) 401 The 
genesis of the re-arrangement undergone by every evolving 
aggregate, is in itself one. 1883 H. Drummond Nat. Law 
in Spir. W. 'ed. 8) 244 The evolving batrachian. 1888 Pall 
Mall G. 2t Sept. 3/x This evolving town council was a 
purely native growth. 

II E volvulus (*V lvizfl&s). [mod.L., £ evalvfre 
(see Evolve). Cf. Convolvulus.] Bot A genus 
of the Nat. Order Convolvulacese , containing about 
60 species, natives chiefly of tropical America. 

1847 in Craig. 2866 Treas. Bot , Evolvulus. .bear entire 
usually small nearly sessile leaves, and small flowers, etc* 
1884 in Syd. Soc. Lex. 

t Evo*me, V. Obs. [ad. L. evomf-re ; see next.] 
*= next. lit. and fig. 

c 1450 Mirour Saluacioun 3446 On the thredde day there- 
after on the land hym [Tonasj evomed Iv. r. kest outl. 1524 
St. Papers Hen. VI I iff I. *31 He shall at the last, fynding 
tyme and oportunitie, evome and discouer his pestiferous 
intent. 2535 Stewart Cron. Scot II. 308 Suddanelie It 
[stomack] will. .Evome agane all that it tuik befoir. 
t EvOTn.it, v . Obs. Also 5-6 evomette, -et. 
[f. L. evomit- ppl. stem of evomere, f. e- out-b 
vomfre to Vomit.] trans. To vomit, throw out, 
eject (the contents of the stomach). Also trahsf. 
and fig. 

1432-50 tr. Higdett (Rolls) I. 65 That o}>er . . be seyde to 
deuoure waters and evomette theyme twyes in a day. 3550 
Bale Image Both Ch. it. Prefi, These hath he not yet all, 
as ynsauerye morsels evometed for Christ. 2578 Banister 
Hist. Man v. 82 Jf any part free from the same elaboration 
[in the spleen]., it is euomitted in tothe Ventricle to a great 
purpose and vse. 3714 J. Wyeth Supp. to Elkmods 
A utobiog. 11765) 405 He hath evomitted Floods, not of Re- 
proach only — but of the most malicious Slanders. 
Evomit a *tion, erron. form for Evomition, q.v. 
It occurs in some edd. of Swift T. Tub iv, (see quot. 1704 
in next.) 

+ Evomrtioil, Obs. [ad. L. *evomztion-em, n. 
of action f. evomfre i see Evomit.] The action of 
vomiting forth, lit. and fig. 

2653 Gauden Hierasp . . Pref. to Rctr. 23 That evomition, or 
Gods spewing this Church of England out of his mouth. 
2661 : Lovell Hist. Anim. Min. 35 [Cows’ milk] helps 
against the ephemeron or cantharides, causing the evomi- 
tion of the same v 2704 Swift T. Tub(ed. x) iv. He was to 
..receive immediate Benefit either by Eructation or expira- 
tion, or Evomition. 1755 in Johnson ; whence in mod. Diets, 
to. concr, ■ . \ y , . 

2674 Durant in Phil. Trans. XLIV, 221 As it was not 
possible to gather the Evomitions of our Vulqano's, 

Evonymus: see Euonymus. 

Evorye, evour(e, obs.'ff. Ivort. 

E volgate (fv^dg^t), v. Obs. or arch. [f. L'. 
evulgat- ppl. stem of evulgdre , f. e- out + vulgare 
to spread among the multitude, f. vulgus the mul- 
titude.] trans.. To send out among the people, 
make comicnonly known or public; to divulge; 
to circulate, publish (a book). 


EVULGATION. 


EWEBY. 


1563-87 Foxe A. 4 * M. <1506) 3085/1 He did euulgate and 
disperse abroad, .great numbers of bookes. 1804 W. Taylor 
in Ann. Rev, II. 689 Anecdotes, .in which many amusing 
particulars occur that had not before been compiled, or at 
least not evulgated here. 1822 Blackw. Mag. XII. 656 
They may permit younger sisters in the craft to evulgate 
what they may have ‘lisped in numbers 1831 Fraser’s 
Mop. IV. 177 Haller, in 1732, evulgated the first edition of 
his Swiss poems. 

Evnlffation (fva?lg£i-Jbn). Obs. or arch . [f. as 
if ad. luAevulgdtion-em. n. of action f. evulgare : see 
prec.] The action of making commonly known ; 
publishing, publication. 

1638 W. Sclater (Jun.) in W. Sc laser's Serm. Exper. To 
Rdr., I was so studious of their Evulgation. 1730-6 in 
Bailey (folio). 1786 (title) Advice to the Clergy of every 
Denomination . . with the Evulgation of the Resolutions of 
a late Congress held in Germany. 1797 W. Taylor in 
Monthly Rev. XXIV. 509 A century and half after the 
evulgation of Roman and Greek literature. 1807 F. Wrang- 
ham Serm. on T ransl. Script. 3 Rebellion, as well as heresy, 
would accompany the evulgation of Scripture. 

*t* Xhnrlge, v. Oh. [ad. L. evuig-are: see 

Evulgate!] = Evulgate. 

161 x Cory at Crudities Ep. to Rdr., Being by so much the 
more doubt fulUo evulge the same. 1654 T. Keck in Sir T. 
Browne's Reltg. Med. Addr. to Rdr., I made this recueil 
meerly for mine own entertainment, and not with any in- 
tention to evulge it. 

t Evtrlsed, ///. a. Obs.~° [ad. l^.evulsus, 
pa. pple. of evdlere, f. e- out + vellere to pluck.] 
Plucked, pulled off or out by force. 

*730-6 in Bailey (folio). 1775 in Ash. 

Evulsion. (iVzrlJbn). [ad. L. evuhidn-em , n. 
of action f. evdlere, f. e- out + vellere to pluck. 
Cf. Fr. evulsion.] The action of pulling or pluck- 
ing out by force ; forcible extraction. 

c 1611 Chapman Iliad xxi. 171 Thrice he pluck'd [to get 
his lance out], and thrice sure Delias barr’d His wish’d evul- 
sion. *66* Lovell Hist . Anint. 4 Min. 340 The gall with 
rosin of Cedar hindereth the growing of hairs on the eye- 
liddes, after evulsion. 1721-1800 in Bailey. 1865 Wood 
Homes without H. 27 Its [the fur of the animal] evulsion 
produces no such disastrous effects. 1879 J* Timbs in 
Cassell's Techn , Educ. IV. 107/1 Mr. L. . . removed by evul- 
sion both sides of the great toe-nail. 1884 in Syd. Soc . 
Lex. 

Evulsive (ivtrlsiv). [f. L. evuls- ppl. stem of 
evelUre (see prec.) + -ive. Cf. F. hulsif, -ive.] 

* An instrument used for evulsion, such as a tooth 
forceps’ (Syd. Soc. Lex. 1884). 

j[ Ewiva (eV)Vf'va). [It., f. e (:-L. et ) used in- 
tensively .+ viva (:— L. vivat), optative of vivere 
to live.] The cry of* Long live (the king) 9 j hence, 
a shout of applause. 

*887 Edin. Rev. July 147 No loud evvivas from applaud- 
ing Christendom. 

Ew, obs. form of Yew. 

+ E*wage L Obs. [a. OF. (jagounce) exvage , 
(? jacinth) of the colour of water L. aqudticus in 
same sense, f. aqua water]. A precious stone 
having the colour of sea water. 

1377 Langl. P. PI. B. n. 14 Hir fyngres were fretted with 
golde wyre, And jsere-on red rubyes. .Orientates and ewages 
enuenymes to destroye. c 1430 Lydg. Ballad of our Lady 
xiv, Rlewe ewage Stable as the loupe ©wage of pitie. 
t Ewage 2 . Obs. [AF,, f. ewe (mod.F. eau) 
water + -age (see -age), as if repr. L. type *aqud~ 
ticum , f. aqua water.] See quots. 5 also in med. 
Lat. form ewagium. 

1706 in Phillips fed. Kersey). 1753 Chambers Cycl. Supp. 
Ewage, Ewagium, in pur old writers, the same with Aquage, 
which is Poll paid for water-passage. 

Ewai, obs. form of Away, 

Ewden-driffc. Sc. Also 7 ewindrift, 8 
youden drift, 9 contracted form endrift. * Snow 
raised, and driven by the wind r (Jam.). 

1630-56 Sir R. Gordon Hist. Earls Sutherl. 246 Their 
fell such ane extrearn tempest, ewindrift, sharp snow, and 
wind, full in their faces. *790 Shirrefs Poems 285 When 
to my Meg I bend my tour, Thro’ Ewden drift, or snawy- 
show’r. 1790 Morrison Poems 121 (Jam.) The strongest 
wind . . Tho’ mixt wi’ hail, wi’ rain or youden drift, Brings 
ay a calm at last, 1813 W. Beattie Tales 35 The first thing 
meets him is a dose Of styth endrift and hail 
Ewder. Sc. Also yowther. Vapour, smoke, 
fume. 

*755 R- Forbes Ajax his Speech 4 Fan Hector try’d Thir 
barks to burn an’ scowder .. He cou’d na bide the ewder. 
* 75 $ — Jrnl.fr. Land, to Portsmouth He was like to smore 
us i’ the coach wi* the very ewder o’t [his pipe]. 1814 
Northern Antiq. 271 The yowther drifted sae high i’ the 
sky. The sun worth a’ sae red. 

Ewe (y it), sb.i Forms: a. 1 eowu (3 awe, 
owe), 6-8 ew, (6 eawe), 1- ewe. 0 . 4 yoo, 6 
Sc. yeowe, 30W, (sown), 6-7 Sc. 30UQ, 6-8 yew(e, 
4-9 Sc. and north, dial. yow(e. [Com. Tent and 
Aiyan : OE. eowu (? lowii), corresp. to OFris. ei 
(MDu. oie, eie, Du. ooi), OHG. ouwi , au , ou 
(MHO. awe , ou, mod,HG. dial, au - in aulamm 
ewe-lamb), ON. ser :-~OTeut. *awi-z O Aryan 
*owi-s ; cf. L. ovi-s, Gr. o(f)is, OIr. oi. OS 1 . ovi-ca. 
Lith. avi-s, Skr. avi. 

The OE. represents a type *gmtd WGer. *awzvi, the 
word having assumed the ending of the short a - stems ; cf. 
a$nu from OTeut, *dani-z. It is disputed whether the 
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diphthong is long iio : — eu from gut) or short (eo,z modifica- 
tion of § due to the influence of the following w pcf. eo as 
u- umlaut of e). The latter view is favoured by the reten- 
tion of the final -u t which is normal only in short stems.] 

1. A female sheep. 

a . Lazos oflne lv, Eowu bib, mid hire ^eonge sceape 
scilling weorj?* e 2000 Allfric Gen. xxxiii. 13 Ic hsebbe 
..geeane eowa and gecelfe cy mid rae._ a 3200 m Cod, 
Dipl. IV. 307 To eastran two ewe mid twam lamban. 
a 2240 Cuckoo Song in Ritson Anc. Songs 3 Sumer is 
icumen in . . Awe bletej? after lomb. a 1300 Debate Soul 
$ Body in Map’s Poems (Camd.i 335, I scholde have ben 
dumb as a schep, or as a nou we. 2393 Langl. P. P l. C. 
xvni. 21 (MS. T.) By meris mylk lyuede & Ewis. 1465 
Mann. 4 Househ. Exp. 118411 296 For a ram and xix ewes, 
pryse the pece, xx.d. 2599 Broughton’s Lett. ii. 8 It is a 
poore flocke of sheepe where the Ew must beare the bell. 
1667 Milton P. L. xi. 649 Ewes and thir bleating Lambs. 
1728 Ramsay Gentle Sheph. n. iv, When . . I to milk the 
ewes first tried my skill. 2842 Bischoff W oollen Manuf. 
II. 293 They seldom mistake the ewe to which each lambkin 
belongs. 

0 . c 1386 Chaucer Sec, Nun’s T. 199 Sche sendeth here 
As meek as ever was eny lamb to yow. ? a 1400 Chester 
PI., Shepherds I. 120 Be it weither or be it yoo. 1513 
Douglas Aeneis v. xiii. 22 In wirschip of Erix.,a blak 
3ow to god of tempestis fell. *535 Coverdale Ps. lxxvii. 
71 As he was folowinge the yowes greate with yonge. 1560 
Rolland Crt. Venus Prol. 54 The Watter is comparit to 
the 3 own. 3562 J. Heywood Prov. 4- Epigr. (,2867 1 19 She 
can wynke on the yew, and wery the lam. 1578 Lyte 
Dodoens 11. Ixxv. 540 The Cheese that they use to make of 
Yeowes and Goates mylke. 3587 Mascall Govt. Cattle , 
SheeP (1627) 249 There is also in the teats of. .yeaws a cer- 
taine stopping in some of their teats. 2616-61 Holyday 
Persius 305 Bless thou my lambs ! And make my tender 
yews the happy dams Of many young-ones. 1724 Fr. Bk. 
of Rates 52 Sheep, Yews per Head. 2782 Burns Death 
Mailie , Warn him . . To stay content wi’ yowes at hame. 
b. (See quot ) 

3879 A. Galletly Wool in Casselts Techn. Educ. IV. 260/1 
The term - . ‘ ewes ’ is applied in long-stapled wools, to the 
short, tender, inferior fleeces. 

2. transf. 

x6xoB. Jonson Alch.v. v, [ To his sister] Kas. Come on, 
you yew, you haue match’d most sweetly, ha you not? 
ax 700 B. E. Diet. Cant. Crew , Ewe, or the White Ewe , a 
Top- woman among the Canting Crew, very Beautiful. Ibid., 
Strowliug-morts . , Travel the Countries, making Laces 
upon Ewes. 1725 New Cant. Diet . , Yews. 18. . Jamieson 
Rotten yow, metaph., Applied to a person.. subjected to 
much expectoration. 

8. attrib. and Comb., as ewe-mutton, -trade ; also, 
ewe-bught, Sc. (see Bought $b .‘*) ; ewegang 
(see quot. and Gang sb .) ; ewe-hog (see quot. 
and Hog) ; ew© lamb, a female lamb ; also Jig. 
(with spec, reference to 2 Sam. xii.) ; ewe-lease, 
a pasture for ewes (see Lease sb.*) ; ewe-milk, 
milk of ewes ; also attrib . ; ewe-milker, one 
who milks ewes ; also ewe -milking, vbl. sb . ; 
ewe-teg, a ewe in its second year (see Teg). 

1724 Ramsay Tea-t. Misc. (1733) I. 88 Will ye go to the 
*ew-bughts Marion And wear m the sheep wi’ me ? 1813 
Hogg Queen’s Wake 252 At ewe-bught, or at evening fold. 
2836 Hor. Smith Tin Trump. I. 157 Comes dancing in from 
the ewe-bughts the bright-eyed Bessie. 2769 Bp. Wilton 
Inclos. Act 7 A certain sheep-walk called * ewegang. .the 
said ewegang shall remain. 2614 Markham Cheap Husb. 
(1623) 106 The first year a male Lambe is called a weather- 
Hog and a female Lambe an *Ewe-B og. 2388 Wyclif Gen. 
xxi. 28 Abraham settide seuene *ewe lambren of the flok 
asidis. *611 Bible 2 Sam. xii. 3 Nothing saueone litle ewe 
lambe. 2828 Scott F. ML Perth v, I cannot afford the 
church my only and single ewe-lamb. 2884 Tennyson 
Becket 82 The black sheep baaed to the miller's ewe-lamb. 
1874 T. Hardy Madding Crowd I. xiv. 268 Over the snowy 
down or *ewe-lease on Weatherbury Upper Farm. 1549 
Compl. Scot. vi. 42 Thai maid grit cheir of euyrie sort of 
mylk, baytht of ky mylk & *3oue mylk. 2828 Scott Hrt. 
Midi, xxxviii, Maybe ye may like the ewe-milk .. cheese 
better. # 18x5 — Guy M. xxiii, A half-dressed *ewe-milker 
..shut it [the door] in their faces. 2728 Ramsay Gentle 
Sheph . 11, iv, When , . I at *ewe-milking first sey’d my young 
skill. 2602 Marston Ant. 4- Mel. v., A good fat legge of 
*ewe mutton. i888_ Daily News 1 Nov. 7/3 (Meat) Ewe 
mutton . . improved in value. 1696 Lond, Getz. No. 3194/4 
There is 2 Rams, .and 7 or 8 *Ewe Tegs among them. 1890 
Daily News 2 Sept. 2/7 The *ewe trade was extremely dull. 

b. in tbe names of various plants, as ewe- 
bramble, dial., the common bramble, Rubus 

fruticosus ; ewe -daisy, Rotentilla Tormentilla ; 
ewe -flower, ? the daisy; ewe -go wan, Sc., the 
common daisy, Beilis perennis. 

28x8 Hogg Brownie ofBodsbeck I. 215 (Tam.) Eneugh to 
make the pinks an’ the ewe-gowans blush to the very lip. 
i8z$ — Queen Hynde 14 The little ewe-flower starr’d the 
lea. 1847-78 Halliwell, Ewe-gozvan , the common daisy. 
North. 2853 G. J ohnston Nat. Hist. E. Bord., Ewe Daisy, 
Potentilla Tormentilla. 1876 in Britten & Holland Did. 
Plant, -n. 2888 W. Somerset Word-bk., Ewe-brbnble, the 
common bramble, Rubus fruticosus. 

Ewe, sb.% dial. (See quot) 

2863 Morton Cycl. Agric. in Old C. 4 Farm. Wds. (E.D.S.) 
*42 White ewe is a shelly kind of earth in the fens. 

Ewe, v. [f. Ewe sbf\ 

+ 1. trans. To yean, give birth to (a lamb). Oh. 

1579 E. K. Gloss, Spenser’s Sheph. Cal. Feb. 83 Rather 
lambes , that be ewed early, c 2660 Hexham Dutch Did., 
Spade geboren, A Lambe Late ewed. 

2. trans. To give a * ewe-neck ’ look to. 

*848 G. F. Ruxton in Blackw. Mag. LXIII. 730 The 
severities of a prolonged winter . . had robbed his bones of 
fat and flesh, .and * ewed ' his neck. 


Hence Ewed///. a. 

c 2621 Chapman Iliad iv. 11 6 The God of Light .. To 
whom a hundred first-ewed lambs vow thou. 

Ewe, obs. form of Yew. 

+ Ewe ar daunt. Oh. [a. OF. ewe ardant 
(mod. eau ardenie j, lit, * burning water’.] Ardent 
spirit. 

c 2325 Shorei-iam 9 So mey me nau3t in ewe ardaunt That 
neth no wateris wyse, 

Ewelinge, ewinlynge, var. fif. Evenling, Obs . 
c 1375 Sc. Leg. Saints, Paitlus 48 Als in-to sum othir 
thinge he wes to petir as ewelinge. Ibid., Adrian 480 Sa 
he rnycht. .be to )?anm ewinlynge. 
jSwelle, obs. form of Evil. 

JEwen, obs. form of Ye wen a. 

Ewe-neck. A thin hollow neck (in a horse). 

2820 W. Irving Sketch-bk. Sleepy Hollow (1887) 4x0 A 
broken-down plough-horse . . with a ewe neck, and a head 
like a hammer. 1856 * Stonehenge ’ Brit, Sports (ed. 3) 322 
Between the two extremes of the ewe-neck and its opposite 
there are many degrees, , 

Hence Ewe-necked a. 

2704 Lond. Gaz. No. 45 28/4 A grey M are . . Ewe-N eck’d. 
1840 Barham Ingol. Leg., Grey Dolphin, His dapple-grey 
steed . . was a little ewe-necked. 1858 O. W. Holmes A ut. 
Breakf.-t. 11883) 222 Drawn by a rat-tailed, ewe-necked bay, 
2878 Cutnberld . Gloss., Y owe neck' t, the arch of the neck 
bending downwards. 

f Ew*er L Oh. Forms: 4-7 ewer(e, 5 ewar(e, 
euwere, 6 y)ewre. [a. OF. ewer ( Cotgr. eatiier) 
L. aqudrius , f. aqua (OF. ewe, mod. eau) water.] 
- Ewerer. 

1361 in Nichols Royal Wills 53 Davy, q’est Barber et 
Ewer, c 1450 Bk. Curlasye in Babees Bk. 641 An euwere 
in halle here nedys to be.. He schalle ^ef water to gentil- 
men. 2461-83 Liber Niger Edw. IV in Househ. Ord. 84 
Twoe yomen ewars. .that resceyveth of the sergeaunt all 
naperyes, basins, ewers, chauffyrs. .for the halle. 1602 F. 
Tate Househ. Ord. Edw. II, § 50(1876) 35 Thei shal carri 
the flesh, and the fish, .with the helpe of the Ewers from the 
kitchin to the dresser. 

Hence fEweress, a female * ewerer’. 

2509 Hawes Past. Pleas, iv. 20 The marshall yeelipped 
was dame Reason, And the yewres also Observaunce. 
Ewer 2 (yu-dJ). Forms: 4-5 ewere, 5-6 euer, 
ewar, (5 ©wear, ewyr, Lure, yore), 6 cure, 
(ower, ure, yower), 6-7 ewre, 7 eawer, eawr, 
5- ewer. [ad. AF. * ewiere, parallel with OF. 
aiguiere (mod. aiguibre \ eviere (1 7th c. in Cotgr.), 
repr. Lat. type * aquaria, , f. aqua water ; cf. prec.] 

1 . ‘ A pitcher with a wide spout, used to bring 
water for washing the hands’ (W.). In mod. use 
the trade name for a bedroom water-jug. 

c 2325 E . E. A Hit. P. B. 1457 per wer bassynes ful bry3t 
of brende golde clere, Enaumaylde with azer & eweres of 
sute. 14.. MS. Cantab. Ff. i. 6, f. 58 (Halliw.) Yore [~ 
ewer], 1423 Lydg. Pilgr. Sozvle v. xi. (1483) 103 Thissygne 
is Aquarius with his ewer. 2494 Fabyan vii. 345 He gaue to 
y« abbot . . a basyn with an ewyr of syluer. 2523 Douglas 
AEneis xiii. ix. 17 As quhow the crystall eweris [ed. 2710 
eueris] to thair handis The watir gave. 2574 Gifts to Queen 
in Nichols Progr. Q. Eliz. I. 413 A very smale fountayne 
of golde with ower in it, enamuled. 2634 Sir T. Herbert 
Trav . 73 The holding up aloft a silver Ewre, after washing. 
*725 Pope Odyss. 1 . 27 9 The golden ewer a maid obsequious 
brings. 28x5 Scott Guy M. xxiv, Ailie. .at that instant 
entered with basin and ewer. 

2 . Comb., as Ewer-wise. 

*599 Minsheu Dial, in Sp. 4 Eng. 11/2 This pot made 
ewer wise. 

Ewer 3 . dial. Also 8 yewer, 9 nr©, yure, 
yooer, yawer. [a. ON. *jtWr (Icel. jdgr, Sw. 
jur) OTeut. *euttr-, ablaut -variant of 
whence Udder.] — Udder. 

1787 Grose Provinc. Gloss., Ewer, an udder. N. 1788 
W. Marshall E. Yorksk. (E. D. S.) s. v., Aw^rand Yewer . 
1847-78 in Halliwell. 2873 Swaledale Gloss. Yure, an 
udder. 1878 Cumberld. Gloss., Yooer , Yawer, the udder of 
an animal. 

Ewer, ? corrupt form of Oyer. 

*583 Stubbes Anat. Abus. 11. 206 Maye Byshops, .bee 
Iustices of Assises, Ewer, Determiner, and the lyke. 

Ew’erer. [f. Ewer 1 or Ewer-y + -er 1 .] A 
servant who supplied guests, etc. at table with 
water to wash their hands. 

c 1450 MS. Sloane 1986. 40 The ewerer [v.r. euwer] schat 
hele his lordes borde With dowbull napere at on bare worde. 
2852 Turner Dom. Archil. III. iii. 79 When the ewerer 
brought water. 2858 G. Gilfillan Mem. in Wyatt’s Poet. 
Wks, p. vii, At Anne Boleyn’s marriage in J uly 1533 , .Wyatt 
officiated as ewerer, in room of his father. 

Ewery, ewry iyue‘ri). Forms : (5 ewary, 
-erye, eawerie,eurey, 6 ewe-,y©wrie,6-7 ewrie, 
7 eawrye), 5- ewery, ewry. [f. Ewer + -y 3 .] 

1 . The apartment or office for ewers, esp. in 
former times, in the royal household ; a room 
where ewers of water, table linen, and towels were 
kept. Also Groom, Sergeant of the Ewery. 

[2392 Will Earl of Arundel in Turner Dom. Archil, 
in. iv. 214 Pur lWerye un paire basyns d’argent.] 
c 2460 Plumpton Corr. 25 John Felton groom of the 
Chamber, and John Ward groom of the Eurey. c 2460 J. 
Russell Bk. Nurture 256 in Babees Bk., Take it [j?e 
surnape] vppe. .and to J?e Ewery here hit youre silf agayne. 
2523 Bk. Keruynge ibid. 155 So thyn ewery be arayed with 
basyns & ewers, & water hote & colde. xs^iAct 33 Hen. 
VIII , c. 22. § 11 The sergeant of the Ewrie.. shal also be 
..redy with clothes, sufficient for the surgeon. *577-87 
Holinshed Ckron. III. 920/* In the butterie.two yeomen, 
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two groomes, and two pages: and In the yewrie likewise. 
1671 Evelyn Diary 1 Mar., The King, .walking along the 
entries, .as far as the ewry. 1723 Hist. Reg., Ckron. Diary 
36 Master of the Ewry to their Royal Highnesses, 
b. ait rib. 

c 1460 J. Russell Bk. Nurture 232 in Babees Bk., ban 
emperialle. .py Ewry horde with basons & lauour. 1502 
Privy Purse Exp. Eliz. York (1830) 80 Thewry doore at 
Baynardes CastelL 

f 2. ‘The scnlleryof a religious house Ohs. 

In mod. Diets. 

Ew*est, adv. (quasi-^V) Sc. Also 6 ewoss, 
ewous, euous, euuse, ewuse. Comp, more 
ewous. [Perh. evolved by a wrong division of 
Anewst (an ewest for a newest).] Close at hand. 

1527 Burgh. Rec. Aberd. 3 June (Spald. Club) I. 117 One 
of your landis Hand mair evuse to ws . . Interchange the 
saidis landis with wtheris haiffand landis Hand mair ewuse 
[Printed evnse] to ws. 1543 Aberd. Reg. V. 18 (Jam.) 
Causing of your folkis that ar maist ewoss wss to be in 
redenes. I haf gewin command & charge to my friendis & 
folkis maist ewous yow. 1572 Sc. Acts Jas. VI, § 48 The 
Manses .. maist ewest to the Kirk. 1637-50 Row Hist. 
Kirk {1842) 153 That a gleeb of four aikers of land be de- 
signed off the most ewest and commodious land, a 1657 
Sir J. Balfour Ann. Scott. (1824-5) II. 258 The remanent 
Lordes of the clergie, being ewest to him. 1814 Scott Wav. 
xlii, ‘To be sure, they lie maist ewest ’ said the Bailie. 

Ewfras, ewft(e, obs. ff. Euphrasy, Eft. 
Ewgh, ewglien, obs. ff. Yew, Yewen. 
Ewiow f/'hwau), interj. [f. Eh + \Yhow.] 
Sc. * An exclamation of regret or pity *. 

1816 Scott Old Mort, v, ‘But ewhow 1 they are puirly 
armed, and warse fended wi' victual.' 

Ewin, obs. form of Even. 

E-wis, variant form of X-wis, Obs. 

Ewk, var. of Yeuk, Sc., to itch. 

Ewle, obs. form of Yule. 

Ewlow, ? obs. form of Yellow. 

1541 Lane . Wills 1 . 80 In y 3 chapel ij. old ewlow quishens. 
tEwre, sb . Obs. rare- 1 . [?var. of Ore.] 
? Rust, oxide. 

*597 Lowe Chirurg. (1634) 97 By the continuall sorting 
and telling of this coyne, then did enter of the ewre of that 
brasse and copper under the nails of her fingers. 

Ewre, var. of Eure, Obs., destiny, 
t Ewrose. Obs . Also 4 eurose, 5 euerose, 
euerrose. [a. OF. ewe rose, mod. eau (de) rose.] 
Rose-water. 

c 135° Med. MS . in A rchseol. XXX. 364 Jows of betonye 
wt eurose clere Counfortyth y e herynge of y« ere. a 1440 
Sir Degrev. 1391 With..Watvr of everrose clere, They 
wesche. c 1440 A nc. Cookery in Housek. Ord. U790) 455 
And a pynte of water of ewrose. i486 Bk. St. Albans B 
viij a, Wash hir with euerose. 

Ewse-dreep, obs. form of Eavesdrip. 

1639 Bury Wills', 1850)180 The. .edifices, .gardens, wales, 
water courses, easemt 3 , ewse-dreepes, and appurtenances. 
Ewt(e, obs. form of Eft. 

1584 R. Scot Disco v. Witcher, xm. v. 238 The carcases of 
snakes, ewts, and other serpents. 

Ewte, v. dial, frepr. OE. geotan : see Yete.] 
1746 Exmoor Scolding (E. D. S.) 65 Ewte, to pour in. 
1787 in Grose Provinc . Gloss. 1847-78 in Haluwell. 

+ Ewtd, corrupt form of lewte, Lewty, loyalty. 
1401 Pol. Poems 11859) II* 62 Lust of fleich and lust of 
i^e, and pride in oure lyvynge. On this three, Jak, by my 
ewtd, is groundid al 3our colege. 

Ewteuth, obs. var. Outwith prep., outside of. 
Ewyn(e, obs. form of Even. 

Ex, obs. form of Ax. 

a 1400 Sir Degrev. 325 Wyth scharpe exus of stelle He 
playtede here basnetus welle. cx 440 Prompt. Parv, 144 
Ex, instrument. Securis. 

Ex (eks), prep. [a. L. ex out of (archaically 
also ec ), corresp. to Gr. «£, Ik (see E K- p ref 2), 
Gaulish ex- (O Welsh eh - in ehofn fearless), OIr. 
ass, ess-, e-, Lith. isz, ? OS1. izit (Russ. iz’). 
Before consonants sometimes reduced to £] 

1. In Lab phrases (some of which are in Eng. 
written as single words), as Ex animo, Ex parte. 
Extempore, Ex-voto, etc., q. v. in alphabetical 
place, 

2. Comm. a. Used for ‘ out of’, ‘ landed from * 
(a ship), with reference to goods. Similarly in 
phrase Ex warehouse : (sold directly) from the 
warehouse, b. With sense ‘without/ ‘exclusive 
of ’ ; esp. in phrase Ex dividend (abbreviated ex 
div. or x. d.\ used with reference to sales of stocks 
or shares to indicate that the dividend next to be 
paid is not included in the sale. So formerly ex 
interest (abbreviated ex int., ex in., x. i.) ; also ex 
new (ex n., x. n.), intimating that the right to an 
allotment of new shares or stock is not included 
in the sale. 

1845 T imesj uly [In the daily lists of prices of railway shares 
the following frequently occur], ex. div., x. d., ex in., ex 
int., x. i. , ex new, ex n., x. n. 1877 R. Giffen Stock Exch. 
Securities 59 The price quickly rising from 125 cum div 
early in July to 136 ex div in September. 1884 Times \ July 
ix The landing shed . . with its contents, about 100 tons of 
flax ex the Maria A. Hinde..was totally destroyed by fire. 
1887 Daily News 8 July 6/8 During the week a good deal 
of business, ex- warehouse, has been transacted. 1888 Ibid. 

5 Oct 5/3 The. .price, .is said to have been fully fivepence 


farthing a pound ex ship. Mod. The custom-house ex- 
penses amount to £5, ex stamps. 

E prefix^, of Latin origin, 

I. repr. L. ex-, the prep, ex (see prec.) in com- 
bination. 

1. In Latin the form ex- appears before vowels 
and h ; also before c, p (exc. in epotdre , epbtus ), 
q, s,t; before /it becomes ef- (in inscriptions ec- : 
cf. Gr. id) ; before other consonants (exc. i li exlex) 
it becomes e. All these various forms are repre- 
sented in many Eng. derivatives ; e.g. ebullient , 
effervesce, extend. An s following the prefix was 
in mediaeval spelling commonly omitted, and this 
practice has been adopted in English orthography, 
as in exert, extinct ; in some scientific terms, 
however, the s has been retained in order to exhibit 
the composition more clearly, as in exserf to 
protrude (etymologically = exert), [ exsanguineous, 
exsiccate. The euphonic rules affecting the prefix 
in class. Lat. did not prevail in vulgar Lat., the 
universal form being ex-, represented in Romanic 
by es- (see Es-). In OF. and in ME., words with 
the prefix es- were occasionally written with ex-, 
after the analogy of words adopted from. Latin ; 
a few ot these refashioned forms remain in mod. 
Eng., as exchange , expound. 

When it has primary or secondary stress, the prefix is pro- 
nounced (eks) ; in unstressed position this remains before a 
(written) cons., though iri southern usage (eksi is commonly 
substituted; before a stressed vowel the pronunciation is 
usually (egzV, becoming (egz) in southern speech ; this rule, 
however, has many exceptions, chiefly in rare words and in 
words affected by the analogy of cognates differently 
accented. 

2. The Lat. compounds of ex- chiefly belong to 
the following classes, all which are represented by 
English derivatives. 1 . Verbs formed from other 
verbs ; in some of these ex- has its primary force 
of ‘ out ‘ forth *, as in excliidere, exire (whence 
Eng. exclude, exit ) ; in some it means ‘upward*, 
as in extollbre (whence Eng. extol) ; in others it 
has the sense ‘thoroughly*, as in excruciare 
(whence Eng. excruciate). 2 . Verbs formed from 
adjs., with general sense ‘ to bring into a certain 
state*, as exacerbare , exasperdre (whence Eng. 
exacei’bate , exasperate). 3 . Verbs formed from 
sbs. ; some of these are really formed on phrases 
in which ex governs the sb., and have the senses 
‘to remove, expel, or relieve from (that which is 
denoted by the sb.)*, as excusare, expatridre, ex- 
oner are (whence Eng. excuse, expatriate, exonerate ) ; 
others have the sense ‘ to deprive of (what is de- 
noted by the sb.)*, as excoriare , excorticare (whence 
Eng. excoriate, excorticate). 4 . Adjs. formed from 
sbs., with the general sense ‘deprived of some- 
thing*, as exsanguis bloodless (whence Eng. ex- 
sanguineous) ; in imitation of these, many terms 
of mod. science have been formed in which ex- 
has the non-Latin sense * destitute of*, as exalbu- 
minous, exstipulate ; the form e- (see E- pref.%) 
has however more frequently been employed, even 
where Lat. euphony would require ex-, as in 
ecaudate. 

II. Ex- (with hyphen) prefixed to Eng. words. 

3. Prefixed to titles of office or dignity, to form 
designations for persons who have formerly held 
the position in question. In more restricted sense 
these compounds denote the immediate predecessor 
(when still living) of the present holder of the 
position. After the analogy of these words, ex- is 
prefixed indiscriminately, with the sense expressed 
by ‘ former*, ‘sometime*, ‘quondam*, to sbs. 
designating persons with respect to their calling, 
station, character, or the like. 

[On the analogy of forms of expression like ex exstde 
consul, ‘(that has become) a consul from an exile’, the 
phrases ex consule , ex magistro eguiium, etc. were in the 
Latin of the empire added as titles to the names of men who 
had filled the offices of consul, master of the horse, etc. At 
a later period these phrases gave rise to the compounds ex - 
consul, exmagister , in the same manner as the compounds 
proconsul, propraetor had been developed from the older 
pro consule, pro prsetore. In med. Lat. this usage was greatly 
extended, such forms as ex-Augustus (‘ ex-emperor') being 
of frequent occurrence. Some words of this formation (e. g. 
ex-professor ) passed in adapted forms into It. and Fr., and 
on the analogy of these ex- was prefixed to Romanic words. 
The Eng. use, imitated from Fr., seems to have first become 
common towards the end of the 18th c.] 

1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. xtv. xlviii. (1495) 484 Ex- 
consul is he. that leuyth the offyee of Consul. 1683 Cave 
Ecclesiastici, Athanasius 80 Sending the Ex -consular 
Dionysius to be a Witness of their Transactions. 1793 
Burke Policy of Allies Wks. VII. 129 The ex-bishop of 
Autun. 1796 S. Perry Argus 20 Feb. 368 This ex-mayor 
Was brought into Paris, .and conducted .. to the mayoralty. 
1805 G. Ellis Let. 9 Jan. in Lockhart Scott, This is 
Frere— our ex-ambassador for Spain. 1806 Wolcott (P. 
Pindar) Tristia Wks. 18x2 V. 238 The mad ex-courtiers 
cry Thou old black sheep. 1815 Wraxall Hist. Mem. 
II, 35 He eulogized Laurens, the American expresident, [ 


when a prisoner in the Tower. 2819 Edm. Rev. XXXII. 
52 The anti-commercial system of the Ex-emperor, .has . . 
been adopted, .by his. .successors. 1823 Byron Age of 
Bronze xvii. And the ^-empress grows as ex a wife. 1828 
Steuart Planter's G. 500, I shall beg leave, as a sort of 
Ex-professor of that art, to offer a few hints. 1839 Thirl- 
wall Greece III. 19 This body, at once a council and a 
court of justice, was composed.. of the ex-archons. 2849 
Thackeray Pendennis xxxiv, An ex-beau about town. 1859 
Lang Wandi India 192, I was now alone with the ex-Com- 
mander of the Seik Cavalry, i860 L. V, Harcourt Diaries 
G. Rose II. 1 The ex-secretary for the Treasury. 1875 
Poste Gains n. (ed. 2) 206 The remedy of the ex-proprietor 
of the accessory is. an in factum actio. 1884 A. Forbes 
Chinese Gordon ii. 48 Some were ex-mates of merchant- 
ships. 1891 Daily News 16 Mar. 7/3 A husband or wife 
who has obtained a divorce has a right after it is granted 
to sue the ex-spouse for alimony. 

b. When the designation to which ex- is pre- 
fixed is a phrase, the hyphened prefix has the 
appearance of being attached simply to the first 
word. Hence ex- occas. occurs in actual com- 
bination with an adj., with sense ‘ formerly *. 

1826 Bentham in Westm. Rev . VI. 457 Ex-learned as I 
am, and, therefore, if ever, no longer learned — in the 
law in general, never learned at all. 1834 T. M edwin 
Angler in Wales II. 184, L have heard him more than 
once tell of his rencontre with an ex-flogging Secretary 
at War. 1859 Lang Wand. India 413 A score of ex-Thug- 
gee officers. 1887 Charity Organ . Rev. June 254 One of 
our ex-boarded-out boys enlisted some three years ago. 
1887 Pall Mall G. 2t Sept. 1 2/1 The 6,qoo,ooo dols, . . is 
mainly made up of this ex-Russian capital. 1800 Ibid. 14 
Tan. 2/2 Such nonsense.. is unworthy of an ex- Liberal ex- 
Lord Chancellor. 

C. From some of these combinations sbs. have 
occas. been formed by the addition of suffixes. 

* 793 . W. Taylor in Monthly Rev . XII. 82 Among the 
Prussian clergy, the alarm of ex- Jesuitism has nearly 
rendered orthodoxy disreputable. 1865 Morning Star 29 
May, The rage of the priests and ex-dynastists at the spirit, 
splendour, and immense success of the solemnity. 

4. Ex-party (nonce- wd.), the party of the ‘outs*. 
1809 Syd. Smith in Edin. Rev. XIV, 44 He should re- 
collect that his Methodists are the ex -party. 

Ex- prefix *, of Greek origin. The Gr. i£ out 
of, etymologically = L. ex- (see prec.) occurs only 
before vowels, as in the words adopted into Eng. 
in the forms exanthema , exarch, exegesis , exodus, 
exorcize, etc. Before consonants it is replaced by 
the related and synonymous form in-, which be- 
comes ec- in Latin, and hence in the Eng. deriva- 
tives, as eebasis, eccentric, eclipse, ecstasy, etc. 

Ex ac cion, -oun, -yon, obs. ff. Exaction. 
t Exa cerate, V. Obs. [f. Ex- prefix l + L. acus 
(1 acer -) chaff - 1 - -ate3,] trans. To clear away the 
chaff from, winnow. 

Hence X*xa*cexated ppl. a. Exacera*tion, the 
action of winnowing. 

1656-81 Blount Glossogr., Exacerate . 1692-1732 Coles, 
Exoneration. 1736 Bailey, 1775 Ash, Exonerated. 

Exacerbate (egz-, eks£e*saib*ft), v. [f. L. 
exacerbat- ppl. stem of exacerba-re , f. ex- intensive 
+ acerb-us harsh, bitter, grievous.] 

1. trans. To increase the smart of (a pain), the 
virulence of (disease), the bitterness of (feeling, 
speech, etc.) ; to embitter, aggravate. Also, to 
embitter or sour the feelings of (a person) ; to irri- 
tate, provoke. 

1660 Hist. Wars Scot, under Montrose App. 206 The 
Ministers never ceased to exacerbate his misery. 1755 in 
Johnson. 18x8 Art Preserv. Feet xx The radical cause of 
the complaint is often attributed to that which, .merely ex- 
acerbates the pain. 1843 Poe Gold Bug Wks. 1864 I. 56, 

I thought it prudent not to exacerbate the growing moodi- 
ness of his temper. 1852 Miss Yonge Cameos (1877) II. vilu 
102 Exacerbated by disappointment, .he had let loose his 
rage and passion. 1876 J. W eiss Wit, Hum. 4 Shads, vii. 
243 A woman's language becomes exacerbated because she 
is so inadequate to protest by actions. 

2 . intr. for refit. 

1837 Penny Cy cl. V III. 410/1 The feverish symptoms dis- 
appear or remit soon to recur or exacerbate. 1837 Carlyle 
Fr. Rev. 11.1v, v, The sour doubting humour has had 
leave to accumulate and exacerbate. 

Hence Exacerbated///. #. 

1730 6 Bailey (folio). Exacerbated, provoked or vexed, 
afresh. 1804 Miniature No. I. (1806) I. 6 The ponderous 
dignity of the Rambler would, with ‘ exacerbated' severity, 
lament the sad degeneracy of the present day, etc. 1853 
Kane Grinnell Exp. xxxvi. (1856) 326 The disease had 
come back with., exacerbated virulence. 1857 G. Gilfillan 
in Waller <$* Denham's Poems 208 Butler, then a disap- 
pointed and exacerbated man, was malignant enough to 
lampoon him for lunacy. 

Exacerbation (egz-, eksae.-ssib^-JanV [ad. 
L. exacerbation -em, n. of action f. exacei'bdre to 

EXACERrBATE.] 

1, The action of exacerbating or provoking to 
anger or hatred; the condition of being exacer- 
bated ; embitterment, irritation ; an instance of the 
same. 

1582 N. T. (Rhem.) Heb. iii. 15 Do not obdurate your 
hartes as in that exacerbation, 1605 G. Powell Answ. 
Puritan-Papist 39 It breedeth exacerbation of minde. 1638 
Bp. Reynolds Peace Ck. 21 Which course usually tendeth 
to mutuall exacerbation. 1797 Godwin Enquirer i. x. 86 
Fits of peevishness and exacerbation. 1808 T. Jefferson 
Writ. (1830) IV. 105 Political controversy, and the ex- 
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aeerbation of spirit into which it degenerates. 1827 Gapt. 
T. Hamilton C. Thornton (1845)81 Those exacerbations of 
temper to ’which he was habitually liable. 1874 Farrar 
Christ fed. 2) II. xliii. io6, fooiit., The exacerbation between 
Jews and Samaritans was always ■ at its worst during the 
anniversaries of the national feasts. 

2. Increase in severity (of disease, sufferings, 
punishments, etc.); an instance of this. ; Chiefly 
Path*, a paroxysm (of a fever, etc.) ; also tram/. 

1625 Hart Anat. Ur. 11. iii. 64 Conjectures of I know not 
What kinde of feauer, the which now and then was not with- 
out some exacerbations. 1668 Culpepper & Cole Bart hot. 
Anat. 366 A Fit or Exacerbation at every Circuit of the 
blood. 1732 Arbuthnot Rules of Diet 348 A great Ex- 
acerbation of this Pain the Moment after swallowing any- 
thing. 1785 Palky Mor. Philos. (1818) II. 297 A vigilant 
magistracy, an accurate police, .contribute more to the 
restraint, .of crimes than any violent exacerbations of punish- 
ment. 1809 W. Irving Knickerb. (1861) hi He absolutely 
trembled with., the exacerbations of his valour. r86i J. 
Graham Pract. Med. 608 There are few diseases more 
painful to witness than is tetanus, especially during the ex- 
acerbations of the spasm. 1877 Roberts Handbk. Med. 
(ed.^t I. 80 Hectic fever is of a distinctly intermittent or 
remittent type, there being exacerbations. 

t Bxacerbe’scence. Path. Ohs. [f. as next: 
see -ENCE.] Increase of violence or severity (in 
a disease) ; = Exacerbation 2 . 

1794-6 E. Darwin Zoon. (1802) II. 162 Hectic fever., 
having the exacerbescence towards evening. 

ExacerfoesceHi (egza^saibe-sent), a. [a 1. L. 
exaeerhescent-em, pr. pple, of exacerbescere to be- 
come angry, f. ex- (see Ex-prefr 1 ) + acerb-us harsh, 
bitter.] Tending to become embittered. 

1889 H. F. Wood Engliskm. of Rue Cain xi. 155 That ex- 
acerbescent irritability had been partly assumed. 
fr Exacerbation. Ohs. [as if a. L. *exacer- 
vation-em, n. of action £ exacervdre, f. ex- inten- 
sive •+• acervare to heap, f. acervus heap.] The 
action of heaping up, accumulation. 

1730-6 in Bailey (folio) ; whence in Johnson, Ash, etc. 
t Exacinate, Ohs. [f. med.L. exacinat - 
ppl. stem of exacindre, f. ex- out + admts grape- 
stone.] trans. To remove kernels or stones from 
fruit 1656-1681 in Blount Gbssogr. 

Hence + Esxaeination. Obs. 

1658-96 in Phillips, 1730-6 in Bailey (folio), 177$ in Ash. 

' Bxacion, obs. form of Exaction. 

Exact (egzsrkt), a. [ad. L. exact-us, pa. pple. 
of exigere : see Exact v. 

The L. adj. has the senses (1) 4 highly finished, consum- 
mate ’, from the vb. in the sense 4 to complete, bring to per- 
fection', and (d) ‘accurate, precise’, from the vb. in the 
sense * to calculate precisely ’. See Exact 

I. Perfected, consummate, * finished’. 

fl. Of qualities, conditions, attainments, etc.: 
Consummate, finished, refined, perfect. Rarely in 
bad sense. Ohs. 

Expressions like ‘exact taste* have a mixed notion of 
sense 5 b, to which the later Instances should perh. be re- 
ferred. 

1633 G. Herbert Temple, Providence viii. We all ac- 
knowledge both thy power and love To be exact, transcen- 
dent, and divine, a 1659 Osborn Queries Epist. (1673) 
S sivb. The imployment of Children in their exactest In- 
nocenae, being to make Houses and raise Pies of Dirt. 
x66x Lovell Mist. Anim. 4- Min. Introd., The hearing is 
most exact in the hare. 1676 Hale Contempt. 1. 123 They 
. .pursued, .their Redeemer with, .exact Bitterness. 170a 
C. Mather Magn. Cfvr. nr. m. (1852) 546 Certain Indians, 
whose exacter education he was desirous of. 172 6 W. R. 
Chetwood Adv. Capt. R. Boyle 203 Every Feature so exact 
and uniform . . that I was amaz’d. 1727 Swift To a very 
yng. Lady, A man .. of an excellent understanding, and an 
exact taste. '■ 

1 2. Of persons : Highly skilled, accomplished, 
(is taste) refined. Obs. 

1599 Hakluyt Voy. II. l 28 Bald wine a Deuonsbire man 
..was a very eloquent man, an exact Philosopher. ct6s6 
Fletcher Q. Corinth 1. ii, A Lady of your youth., a 
most exact lady, may doe all this Out of a vertuous love. 
1656 R. Robinson Christ A ll 80 Christ, he is as exact in 
all spiritual diseases as he is in any disease. 1667 Milton 
P.'L. ix. 1017 Eve, now I see thou art exact of taste. 1725 
Pope Odyss. xvl 275 Two Sew'rs. .Exact of taste. 

*[3. Of material objects : Highly wrought, ela- 
borate. Of buildings, etc. : Well-designed. Obs. 

1667 Milton P. L. vil 477 Smallest Lineaments exact In 
all the Liveries dect of Summers pride, cxyio C. Fiennes 
Diary (1888) 89 A very Exact house and gardens. 

II. Precise, rigorous, accurate. 

4c. Of law and its administration, rules, order, 
procedure, etc. : Admitting of no deviation, precise, 
rigorous. + Of diet : Strictly regulated. 

X538 Starkey England 1. ii. 52 Hyt was not possybul 
sodeynly, by exacte law and pollycy, to bryng such a rude 
multytude to perfayt cyvylyte. 1594 Hooker j Reel . Pol . 1. 
ii. (1611) 4 Observeth in working a most exact order or lawe. 
*732 Arbuthnot Rules of Diet 355 The Patient, .may pro- 
tract a miserable Life with an exact thin Diet of Whey 
Broths, etc. 1748 Hartley Observ. Man 1. iii. 296 Here 
there is the exactest Uniformity. r8i8 Jas. Mill Brit, 
India II. v. iii. 4x4 The troops were kept in such exact dis- 
cipline, that the people . . remained in their houses. 1870 
Emerson Soc. 4 Solit , Elog, Wks. (Bohn) III. 41 Elo- 
quence., rests on laws the most exact and determinate. 

a- Of actions, processes, investigations, know- 
ledge, etc. : Accurate in detail, strict, rigorous. 

*533 More Apol. i. Wks. 845/2 Suche exacte cyreum- 
speccion. .to be by me vsed in my wryting. 1561 T. Nor- 
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ton Calvin's Inst, T. 6 b, There nedeth . . an exacter dili- 
gence. 3603 Jas. I in Ellis Orig. Lett. 1. 244. III. 81 How 
waire judgis should be in trusting accusations withoute an 
exacte tryall. 2658 Vestry Bks. (Surtees) 324 That Tho. 
Johnson and Robi Chilton doe take an exact veiw of all 
the leads about the church. 1791 Cowper Odyss. 1. 549 
Folding it with; the exactest care. 3794 Mrs. Radcliffe 
Myst. Udolpho i, He gave an exact acquaintance with every 
part of elegant literature. 1857 Dickens Lett. (1880 II. 19, 
I shall act upon it in the most exact manner. 1857 Buckle 
Civilh r. I. via. 337 [Boyle] was the first who instituted exact 
experiments into the relation between colour and heat. . 

b. Of persons or their faculties : Characterized 
by accuracy of knowledge, observation, statement, 
workmanship, conduct, etc. Of a judge, etc. : 
Strict, rigorous. 

1597 Bacon Ess., Studies (Arb.) 10 Reading maketh a 
full man, conference a readye man, and writing an exacte 
man. 1607 Shaks. Timem 11. ii 165 Call me before th'exact- 
est Auditors And set me on the proofe. _ 1659 Hammond On 
Ps. cxliii. 2 Paraphr* 690 To appear with hope or comfort 
before thine exact tribunal ! 1682 Burnet Rights Princes 
v. 148 Mezeray is the exacter Writer., 1696 Whiston Th. 
Earth 1. (1722! 34, I have followed our most exact Observer 
Mr, Flamstead. 1725 Pope Odyss. xxu 430 The bow perus- 
ing with exactest eye. 1780 Cowper 7 aide- 1. 646 Then 
Pope, as harmony itself exact. .Gave Virtue and Morality 
a grace. 1:848 M, Arnold Poems 1877 I. 26, I . . Am the 
exacter labourer. 1849 Grote Greece 11, xl vii. (1862) IV. 
144 The poorer citizens, .were more exact in obedience and 
discipline. 

6. Of ideas, images, representations, expressions, 
descriptions/ resemblances, etc. : Perfectly corre- 
sponding, strictly correct, precise, accurate. 

1645 Milton Tetrach. (1851) 236 The visible and exactest 
figure of lonelines it selfe. 1663 Cowley Royal Society iv, 
Who to the Life an exact Piece would make. 1672 Wilkins 
Nat. Relig. 400 This book contains as the most ancient, so 
the most exact story of the world. 1753 Hogarth Anal. 
Beauty iii. 19 The exact similarity of the two halves of the 
Face. 1782 Priestley Corrupt, Chr. 1 . 1. 79 It is not easy 
to give an exact translation of this passage. 1796 H. Hun- 
ter tr. St. Pierre's Stud. Nat. (1799) III. 178 Such a one 
is able to form in his own mind an exact idea of order. x8i6 
Scott Antig. vii, It was some time before they [shouts] 
were in exact response to their own. 1881 Tylor Anthropol. 
v. 133 Man’s efforts to get easier, fuller, and exacter expres- 
sion for his thoughts. 

7. Of a calculated result, a quantity or quanti- 
tative relation, a position, figure, date, etc. : Pre- 
cise as opposed to approximate. Also with de- 
fining word : That is precisely what is designated ; 
« 4 (the) precise \ 

1601 Shaks. Alls Well in, vi. 65 The merit of seruice is 
slidome attributed to the true and exact performer. 1664 
Evelyn Kal. Hort. (1729^ 187 The Cutting and the Pruning 
were perform’d in such and such an exact Minute of the 
Moon. 1802 Paley Nat. Theol. iii. § 1. 21 The pupil, under 
all Its different dimensions, retains its exact circular shape. 
1806 Hutton Course Math. I. 205 When the given^ surd 
contains no exact power, it is already in its most simple 
terms. 1849 Mrs. Somerville Connex. Phys. Sc. iv. 32 
Not following the exact law of gravity, i860 Tyndall 
Glac. 1. vii. 50 The exact appearance of a mountain of cast 
copper. 1861 Flo. N ightingale Nursing 5 The exact value 
of particular remedies, .is by no means ascertained. 1878 
Huxley Physiogr. 7 At the instant of reaching its greatest 
height, or in other words at exact noon. Mod. These are 
Ms exact words. A is an exact multiple of B. 

8. Of methods, instruments of research, language, 
etc. : Characterized by precision, not admitting 
of vagueness or uncertainty. Exact sciences : those 
which admit of absolute precision in their results ; 
esp. the mathematical sciences. 

1665 Phil. Trans. J. 37 Having no instruments exact 
enough. z68x Chetham Angler's Vade-m. Pref. (1689) 4 
Perfect knowledge of the exactest ways of the practical part 
of the Art. 1762-71 H. Walpole Vertne's A need. Paint. 
(1786) II. 73 The exactest arts of building ships . .were not 
unknown to him. 1841 Myers Cath. Th. in. §7.22 No 
spoken language has yet been found exact enough to ex- 
press the highest generalisations. 1863 F awcett Pol. Econ . 

1. i. 3 All who have studied an exact science must have 
experienced the formidable difficulties which elementary 
chapters invariably present. 1866 J. Martineau Ess. 1 . 3 The 
exact sciences constituted the preponderant discipline. 1875 
Jowett Plato (ed. 2) IV. 26 Of the creative arts, .we may 
make two classes — the less exact and the more exact 
f 9. As adv. — Exactly. Obs. 

1677 Gilpin Demonol. (1867) 407 In seeming exact-suiting 
scripture suggested. 1692 Locke Educ . § 11 Nature . . 
works of her self a great deal better and exacter than we 
can direct her. 1703 Moxon Meek. Exerc. 182 Guide his 
Foot the firmer and exacter. 1737 Pope Hor. Epist. 11. ii. 
97 There’s a Rehearsal, Sir, exact at one. 1791 Cowper 
Vardley Oak 36 Two lobes, protruding, paired exact. 
f 32xa*ct, pple. Obs. rare— E [?ad. L .exact- 
us, pa. pple. of exigere : see Exact a?.] Drawn 
forth by descent, descended* 

1602 Warner A Ik Eng. xi. 1x1.(1612)267 Of noble Parent- 
age and rich was Mandeuil exact. 

Exact (egzarkt), v. [£ L. exact- ppl. stem of 
exigere, £ ex out -f agere to drive. The lit. sense 
is thus ‘ to drive or force out ’ ; hence the various 
derivative senses ‘to demand, require ’ ; * to try, 
weigh accurately’ ; ‘to complete, bring to perfec- 
tion ’ ; with other significations not retained in 
the English derivative.] 

1. trans. To demand and enforce the payment 
of (fees, money, taxes, tolls, penalties, etc.) ; to 
extort Const from, of fan, f upon. 


2529 More Supplic Soulys Wks. 308/1 The freres quarter- 
age, which he sayd that thei exacte of euery houshoJd. 
1531 in W. PI. Turner Select Rec. Oxford 102 The Mayre.. 
and Burgesses. . exact apon them, .tolls. 1548 Forrest Pleas. 
Poesy in Starkey's England App. 95 Too reyse his Rent 
alas it neadethe not or fyne texact for teanure of the same. 
1651 Hobbes Leviath, 11. xxviii. 164 Where a Law exacteth 
a Pecuniary Mulct.. 1661 Marvell Corr. Wks. 1872-5 II, 
68 In it [the Patent] none of those fees or surams exacted 
are specifyd. 1703 Maundrell Journ. Jerus. (1732I 4 
They take occasion to exact from Passengers * . arbitrary 
. .Sums. 1749 Fielding Tom Jones 1. vi, Flatterers, .exact 
the same taxes on all below them which they themselves 
pay to all above them. 1856 Emerson Eng. Traits, Voy. 
to Eng, Wks. (Bohn) II. 14 This seafaring people, .exacted 
toll . . from the ships of all other peoples. 

fb. To require or enforce the surrender of (an 
object). Obs. 

1655-60 Stanley Nisi. Phibs. (ryot) 468/2 His Books 
burnt . .. After that they had been diligently exacted of all 
that had any of them. 

c .loosely. To inflict (vengeance). Const, against, 
from. 

1858 Froudk Hist. Eng. III. xii 3 The revenge which he 
would one day exact against his uncle. 1874 Green Short 
Hist. ii. 65 The King angrily bade him exact vengeance 
from the town. 

fd. With personal obj. To extort money, etc. 
from; to oppress with exactions. Obs. 

1534 Act 26 Hen. VIII , c. 6. § 2 The officers, .unlawfully 
exacted the Kinges subiectes. 1597 Daniel Civ. Wares 
in. lxxxix, The poor concussed state Shall ever be exacted 
for supplies. 

2 . To require by force or with authority the 
performance of (duty, labour, etc.), the concession 
of (anything desired) ; to insist upon. Const. 
from , of \ in early use sometimes with clause or inf. 
as obj. 

1564 Golding tr. Justin (1570) 87 The common people . . 
importunately exacted to haue all dettes Merely released. 
1576 Fleming Panopl. Epist. 97 The epurtesie which I 
exact of you. 1602 M arston Antonio's Rev. 1. v, Let my 
breath exact You strike sad tones unto this dismal act. 
1638 R. West in Jon souus Virb. 56 Thou exact’st our best 
houres industrie. 1665 Manley Grot ins' Low-C. Warres 
175 All the ^ Wealth is almost in tiveir Hands, whereof 
an Account is exacted. 1690 Norris Beatitudes (1694) I. 
148 A Precept . . too perfect to be severely exacted in that 
Infant Age. 1754 Sherlock Disc. (17591 I. iii. 95 Christ 
came to exact Obedience from every Creature. 1848 
Macaulay Hist. Eng. I. 235 Ever since the reign of Eliza- 
beth the oath of supremacy had been exacted from members 
of the House of Commons. , 1863 Fr. A. Kemble Resid. 
Georgia 39 Labor exacted with stripes. 1871 Freeman 
Norm. Cong. (1876) IV.^ xvii. 91 William exacted strict 
attendance at divine service from all his company. 

3 . Of circumstances, conditions, dignities, etc. ; 
To render becoming, desirable, necessary, or un- 
avoidable ; to call for, demand, require. Const* 
from , of rarely with direct personal obj. and inf 

1592 West Symbol. § 56. Cij b, Then folio weth the draw- 
ing of such Instruments in forme, .as the qualitieof the fact 
or contract exacteth, 1601 Bp. Barlow Serm. Paules 
Crosse 27 The crowne exacteth of us reuerence. 1602 Mar- 
ston Anto7iio's Rev. 11. ii, Our state exactes, Our subjects 
not alone to beare, but praise our acts. 1672 Villiers 
(D k. Buckhm. t Rehearsal (1714) 47 The place you fill, has 
more than amply exacted the Tallents of a wary Pilot. 
1680 Boyle Scept. Ghent . v. 289, I must withhold my Beleef 
. .till their Experiments exact it. 1683 D. A. Art Converse 
18 Their gray hairs exact of us a particular respect. 1853 C. 
Bronte Villette xxx. (1876) 344 No form of friendship under 
the sun had a right to exact such a concession. 1856 Kane 
A ret. Expl I, xxxi. 423 The scurvy exacts a comfortable 
temperature and a drying one. 

+ 4 . intr. To practise exactions, impose contribu- 
tions. Const, on, upon. Also in indirect pass. 

c 1591 in Lett. Lit. Men (Camden) 78 Gevinge to the 
nobilitie. .vnjuste . . libertie to exact on the baser sorte of 
people. i6ix Bible Ps. lxxxix. 22 The enemie shall not 
exact vpon him. a 1619 Daniel Coll. Hist. Eng. (1621) 35 
He was again informed, .how he exacted' upon the Nor- 
mans. 1679 in Gutch Coll. Cur, I. 276 Others were exacted 
upon in what they bought. 1687 Burnet Trav. ii. (1750) 86 
Innkeepers think they have a right to exact upon Strangers. 
1727 Swift Modest Prop. Wks. 1755 II. 11. 67 To cheat and 
exact upon us in the price, the measure, and the goodness. 

5 . trans. In etymological sense : To force out, 
extract, arch. 

1639 Fuller Holy War 11. xliv. (1647) 103 It passeth my 
Chymistrie to exact any agreement herein out of the con- 
trariety of writers. 1674 Govt. Tongue vi. § 23. 130 We do 
like witches with their magical chymistry, exact all the 
venom. 1883 R. Bridges Prometheus (1884) 6 He next with- 
drew The seeds of fire that else had still lain hid la . . the 
blue flakes of flint For man to exact and use. 

6 . In various occasional uses : f a. T o interpret 
rigorously {obs.). fb. To render exact, finish, 
perfect (obs.). c, nonce-use (after L. exigere). To 
produce (a work of art), 

; 1646 J . Gregory Notes * Obs, (16 50) 27 This [Matt. ii. 12] 
is a strange Phrase, if it should be exacted by our manner 
of expressing. x66g Barrow in Rigaud Corr. Set. Men 
(1841) II. 67, I have tore out some leaves . . which I shall 
send you somewhat more exacted 1870 Ruskin Led. A rt 
iii. (1875') 70, I think the * Dunciad * is the most absolutely 
chiselled and monumental work ‘exacted * in our country. 

' 7 , Law. (See quots.) 

1607 Cowel Interpr. s. v. Exigmt, This writ . . seemeth 
to be called an Exigent because it exacteth the party, that 
is, requireth his expearance or forth.com ming, to answer the 
lawe. 1769 Blacicstone Comm. III. 283 A writ of exigent 
or exigi facias which requires the sheriff to cause the 
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EXACTNESS, 


defendant to be proclaimed, required, or exacted, In five 
county courts successively, to render himself;., if he does 
mot appear, he shall then be outlawed. 

transf. 1858 Hogg Life Shelley I. 289 Shelley., ought 
to have been exacted five times . . before the outrageous 
sentence of outlawry was passed against him. 
Exactable (egzte‘ktab’1), a. [f. Exact v. + 
►able.] That can be exacted. 

1838 Blackiv. Mag. XLIV. 622 A certain percentage is 
exactable. 1847 Tails Mag. XIV. 798 The highest rate of 
interest 1 exactable ' by law was five per cent. 

Exacted (egzse-kted), ppl. a. [f. Exact v. + 
-ED 1 .] In senses of the vb. 

3618 Barnet/elfs Apol. E iv b, The third part of the exacted 
debts. 1624 Gaft. Smith Virginia v. 183 Finding the In- 
habitants. . abhorring all exacted labour. 1874 Miss Mulock 
My Mother # / 138 Beyond exacted lessons I had never 
cared to study. 

Exact er (egzse*kt9i). [f. Exact v. + -er 1 ; see 
Exactor.] 

1. One who enforces payment of (dues) ; also 
one who demands more than his due, an extor- 
tioner. Const. of) «= Exactor i and 2 . 

1598 Hakluyt Voy. I., 55 They [the Tartars] are most in- 
tollerable exacters. 1612 Bacon Ess., Judicature (Arb.) 
458 The attendance pf Courts is subiect to foure bad instru- 
ments.. The fourth is the Poler and exacter of fees. 1673 
Temple Observ. United Prov. Wks. 1731 1 . 47 They.. take 
Advantage of other Mens Ignorance . . as great Exacters, 
where the Law is in their own Hands. 1681 H. More 
Expos. Daniel 383 Antiochus Epiphanes shall be a great 
exacter of Tributes. 

transf. 1596 B. Griffin Fidessa (1876) 8 V nkind exacters 
of their fathers breath. 

2. «= Exactor 3 . Const of) also upon with 
pers. obj. 

1561 T. Norton Calvin's Inst. n. no A rigorous exacter 
that will not be satisfied but with his ful task performed. 
1640 Bp. Hall Episc. 1. viii. 31 The rigid exacters of the. . 
Judaicall observation of the Lords day. 1648 Eikon Bas. 
81 Prone to be. .rigorous exacters upon others. 1702 Eng. 
Theophrast. 185 No men are so strict exacters of modesty 
in a servant as those that are most prodigal of their own. 
1759 Charac. in Ann. Reg. 317/2 He was so rigid an exacter 
of perfection. *788 Disinterested Love II. 144 A severe 
exacter of pensive looks and solemn faces. 

Exacting (egzae*ktig% vbl sb. [f. Exact v. + 
►ino 1 .] The action of the vb. Exact. 

1603 Shaks. Meas. for M. hi. ii. 295 Disguise shall by 
th 'disguised Pay with falshood, false exacting, a 1716 
South Serm. I._v. (R.\ By a vigilant exacting from them 
[teachers] . . the instruction of their respective flocks. 
Exacting (egzse-ktiq ) , ppl a. [f. prec. + ING 2.] 
That exacts, in senses of the vb. 

1 * 1 . That collects taxes. Obs. 
a 1618 Raleigh Prerog. Pari . 9 Hee called all his exact- 
ing officers to accompt. 

2. That demands excessive payment, extortionate. 

1383 Stubbes A nat. Abus, il 85 If he for the execution 

therof should aske me more, .than we agreed for, were not 
this man a naughtie, exacting, and fraudulent felowe? 

3. Of persons, their feelings, temper, etc.: That 
requires or is disposed to require too great advan- 
tages, exertions, or •sacrifices. 

1634 Habington Casfara (Arb.) 107 Set at liberty by death 
thou o west no debt T' exacting Nature. 1848 Dickens 
Donibey xl, Mrs. Skewton . . was in the irresolute, exacting, 
jealous temper that had developed itself on her recovery. 
1873 Black Pr. Thuleix. 132 You are naturally jealous and 
exacting. . 1883 Miss Bkaddon ML Royal I. 1. 4 All the 
exacting ideas of early youth in relation to love and lovers. 

absol. 1847 Bushnell Chr. Hurt. 11. v. <1861' 328 There 
is a great difference between, .the exact and the exacting. 
2868 Pbard Water-Farm. xi. 215 The returns shall, .satisfy 
the most exacting. 

Hence Exa ctingly adv., in an exacting manner. 
Exa*cting‘ness, the quality of being exacting. 

2849 Lit. World (N. Y.) No. 127. 4 It [truth] applies to 
particulars as exactingly as to generals. 1866 Contemp, 
Rev. II. 188 A sensitiveness about his own position, .which 
might have turned to jealous exactingness. 1889 Mosley 
Walpole 107 The boundless activity and exactingness of a 
reformed House of Commons. 

Exaction (egzse-kjbn). [a. F. exaction, ad. L. 
exaction- em, n. of action £ exigere : see Exact vi] 
The action of exacting. 

1. The action of demanding and enforcing pay- 
ment (of fees, taxes, penalties, etc.) ; an instance of 
the same. 

C1380 Wyclif Set. Whs. III. 517 he Jnnggus pat ben duwe 
to prest shulde. .be 3oven frely, wipouten exaccioun. 1382 
— 2 Macc. iv. 27 Exactioun of tributis perteynede to hym. 
1489 Yc. Acts Jos. IV (1597) § 18 Of the quhilk tak thair, 
and exaction thairof, our Souerane Lord, .knew na. .cause. 
*596 Shaks. Merck. V. 1. iii. 166 What should I gaine By 
the exaction of the forfeiture? 1652 Needham tr. Selden's 
Mare Cl. 6 Assigning of places for the exaction of It [cus- 
toms]. 1818 Jas. Mill Brit. India IIL i. 30 He was the 
proper object of penal exaction. 1832 Ht. Martineau 
Ireland 108 He could not allow that its [tithe's] exaction 
deserved the name of plunder. 1875 Jowett Plato (fid. 2; IIL 
303 Exactions of market and haroour dues. 

b. The action of enforcing the performance of 
(a task) or the rendering of (respect, service, obe- 
dience, etc.). 

1674 S. VmcE&rGallants Acad. 93 He ..is strictly just 
ha the exaction of respect. 1868 M. Pattison Academ. 
Org.v. 161 The exaction of a written dissertation on a given 
thesis, .seems likelyto be efficacious. 

2. The action of demanding or requiring more 


than is due or customary; an instance of the 
same : an illegal or exorbitant demand ; extortion. 

1494 Fabyan Citron, iv. Ixiv. 43 [AUectus] vsed and exer- 
cysyd many Tyrannyes and exaccions. 2578 T. N. tr. 
Cong. W. India, Complaintes against Muteziima of many 
wrongs and exactions done by him. 2632 Lithgow Trav. 

180 The Master, .(who as he was an Infidell, vsed me 
with great exaction h 1655 Digges Compl. Ambuss. 21 Great 
exactions used by the innkeepers at Gravesend. 2785 
Burke Sp. Nabob A root's Debts Wks. IV. 286 Tyrannous 
exaction brings on servile concealment. 1863 Mary Howitt 
F. Bremer's Greece II. xiv. 108 The Christians of the 
plain are especially exposed to exactions of the Govern- 
ment. 1873 F. Hall Mod. Eng. 348 We may, without 
being chargeable with exaction, ask of him to remit a little 
the rigour of his requirements. 

3. A sum of money which is exacted ; an arbi- 
trary and excessive impost. 

5398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. vi. xix. (1495! 205 Lordes 
. . ouersette . . the people wyth exaccyons and talyages. 1460 
Capgrave Chron. 227 Many cytees in Cyan fel fro the 
obediens of Prince Edward . . for grevous exacciones that 
were leyde upon hem. 1516 Pynson Life St. Birgette in 
Myrr. our Ladye Introd. 53 The kyng of Swecia wolde 
haue charged his coraons with a great exacion. 1613 Shaks. 
Hen. VIII , 1. ii. 25 They vent reproches Most bitterly on 
you, as putter on Of these exactions. 1786 Burke PV. 
Hastings Wks. 1842 II. 123 The small balance of fifteen 
thousand pounds remaining of the unjust exaction aforesaid. 
1856 Froude Hist. Eng. (1858) II, viii. 236 The exactions 
might have been tolerated if the people had been repaid 
by protection. 

4. Law. (See quot.) 

1641 Termes de la Ley 149 Extortion is where an Officer 
demaundeth and wresteth a greater summe or reward than 
his iust fee : And Exaction is where an Officer or other man 
demaundeth and wresteth a fee.. where no fee.. is due at 
all. 1672 in Cornel's Interpr. 

b. (See quot. and Exact v. 7 X 
1816 Chitty Crim. Law I. 359 The five exactions or call- 
ings of the defendant, and his non-appearance at the five 
successive county courts. 

t Exa’etious, a. Obs. rare. [f. Exacti-on 
+ -O0S.] Characterized by exaction ; exorbitant. 
2630 R. Johnson’s Kbigd. <$• Conmno. 477 An exactions 
Prince, 1633 Cal. St. Papers Dec., The parish clerk . . 
would not suffer a poor parishioner, .to be buried without 
such exactions fees as were unreasonable. 

Exactitude (egzse*ktiti«d). [a. F. exactitude , 
f. exact : see Exact a. and -tudb.] The quality 
of being exact ; attention to minutiae, accuracy 
of detail, precision, f Also (as in Fr.) = Exact- 
ness, perfect correctness (of a statement). 

2734 tr. Rollin’ s Anc. Hist. V. 132 There is . . in virtue, 
an exactitude and steadiness or rather a kind of stiffness, 
1794 G. Adams Nat. % Exp. Philos. I. xi. 440 The weight 
of the balloon determined with the most scrupulous exacti- 
tude, 2825 T. Jefferson Writ. (1830) IV. 4.19 , 1 have no 
doubt of the exactitude of the statement in your letter. 
1859 Geo. Eliot A. Bede 87 Performing the initial duties 
to her dead with the awe and exactitude that belong to 
religious rites. 1870 Lowell Among my Bks . Ser. 1. (1873) 
153 To occupy himself with the exactitudes of .science. 
Exactive (egzse ktiv), a. rare. [f. L. exact-us 
(see Exact z>.) + -ivb.] Disposed to exact or be 
exacting. Const, of Hence Esa ctiveness, the 
quality of being exactive. 

1822 [G. Grote] Anal. Inf. Nat, Relig., Personal affections 
..almost always frivolous and exactive. 1868 W. Hanna 
Ministry in Galilee 216 , 1 am selfishly exactive of affection. 

1628 Le Grys tr. Barclay’s Argenis 250 It was. .an exac- 
tiueness of vertue, that had made him carry himselfe with 
such modesty. 

Exactly (egzse*ktli), adv. [f. Exact a. + -ly 2.] 
fl In a perfect manner, perfectly ; to a perfect 
degree, to perfection ; completely. Obs. 

a 1533 Frith Disput. Purgat. (1829I 85 The Scripture is 
for that intent left with us, that it may be understood of us 
exactly, and to the uttermost point. 2602 Shaks. Ham. 
L ii 200 A figure like your Father, Arm’d at all points 
exactly, Cap a Pc, Appeares before them. 1639 Fuller 
Holy Wary. xxx. (1647)283 His Frontier cities, .are exactly 
fortified. 1663 Boyle Consid. Exp. 4* Nat. Phil. 1: 60 In 
the Life to come, when we shall questionless glorifie God 
exactliest, we shall have, etc. 1664 Power Exp. Philos. 
n. 88 Glass-Tubes.. exactly closed ; or Hermetically sealed 
at the one end. 1667 Boyle Grig. Formes 4* Qual. 32, I 
could not find it had any in places exactly darkened. 1680 
Burnet Rochester <1692) 7 He was exactly well bred. 
c 2720 C. Fiennes Diary (1888) 108 On the top of w eh hill 
you see a vast prospect Exactly Round it. 2726 W. R. 
Chetwood Adv. Ca.pt. R. Boyle 357 They are . . exactly 
proportion'd in their Features. 

2, In an exact or accurate manner ; with careful 
attention to detail ; with strict conformity to rule ; 
punctually ; with propriety. Now somewhat 
rare . / . 

161a Brinsley Lud. Lit. xxi (1627) 249 Learning to con- 
strue the Hebrew into the Latine exactly. 1644 Evelyn 
Mem. (1857) I. 66 , 1 went to see more exactly the rooms of the 
fine Palace of Luxembourg. 2709 Steele Tatler No. 5 p 2 
He remembered he was to sup with a Friend, and went ex- 
actly to his Appointment 2732 Tickell Sped. No. 4x0 f 1 
A Lady most exactly dressed from Head to Foot 1756 C 
Lucas Ess. Waters I. 87 Let it be quickly dried on the out- 
side, and exactly weighed. 2774 Chesterf. Lett. I. xlii. 
135 We must, .not pass a word which we do not understand 
..without exactly inquiring the meaning of it. 2828 Jas. 
Mill Brit. India II. v. viii, 682 The sixth part [of his re- 
venues] had been exactly paid. 2832 Ht. Martineau Hill 
<§• Vail. iv. 66 He paid for his lodging exactly and regularly, 
f 3. Precisely, as opposed to vaguely ; in express 
terms. Obs » 


2646 Sir T. Browne Pseud, Ep. 1. ix. 36, I adhere unto 
Archimedes who speaketh exactly, rather than the sacred 
Text which speaketh largely. 

4. Of knowledge or statement : Accurately, with 
strict correctness. 

2776 Trial N undo comar 23/1, I do not know his age 
exactly, he is a young man. 1866 G. Macdonald Ann. Q. 
Neighb.x i. (1878) 225, I could not repeat the words exactly 
to Old Rogers. 1879 Lockyer Elem. A sir on. viL 240 The 
circumference more exactly expressed . . is 3*14159 times 
the diameter. 

5. Of resemblance, agreement, adaptation, cor- 
relation : Precisely ; without any discrepancy. 

2662 Stillingfl. Orig. Sacr. n. vi. § 2 Every event 
is not exactly correspondent to the prediction. 2766 
Goldsm. Vic. W. xi, I was of opinion, that two such places 
would fit our two daughters exactly. 2806 Hutton Course 
Math.\. 145 Divide the numerators by each other, and the 
denominators by each other, if they will exactly divide. 
2860 Tyndall Glaciers 1. x. 65 When this hail was squeezed 
together, it exactly resembled a mass of oolitic limestone. 

b. Qualifying a predication of identity, a speci- 
fied quantitative relation, position, manner, time, 
etc.: Precisely, ‘just’, as opposed to approximately. 

2658 F. Osborne Hist . Mem . Q. Eliz. A v, Good Books 
. . running . . so exactly the fate of Acorns. 1776 Adam 
Smith W. N. 1 . 1. i 12 Every other workman being exactly 
in the same situation. 2809 Roland Fencing 26 It is not 
a general rule to recover exactly in the same position ol 
your sword. 2816 J. Smith Panorama Sc. % Art II. 
720 The seventh division falls exactly on the bend of the 
knee. 2823 Lamb Elia 11867) 99 Had I twenty girls, they 
should be brought up exactly jn this fashion. 1845 Ford 
Handbk. Spain 1. 56 The English will go exactly as if they 
were in England. 2858 Lardner Hand-bk. Nat. Phil., 
Heat 329 The difference, .will he found to he exactly equal 
to the height of a column, etc. Mod. Exactly at one o'clock 
Her Majesty arrived. You are exactly the man for the post. 

e. ellipt. expressing entire approval of, or con- 
currence in, a suggested statement, colloq. 

1869 W. S. Gilbert Bab. Ball., ‘ Nancy Bell * xvi, * I'm 
boiled if I die, my friends', quoth I, And ‘exactly so’, 
quoth he. Mod. ‘Then you think the letter is a forgery?’ 
‘ Exactly’. 

d. with expressed or implied negative, often 
used when the statement denied is to be replaced 
by another somewhat similar in effect. 

Mod. Without exactly denying it, he led me to believe it 
was not true. He is not exactly a scholar, but he has read 
a great deal. 

Exactrnent 'egz 3 e*ktment\ rare. [f. Exact v. 
+ -ment.] The action of exacting ; exaction. 

1808 Lamb Spec. Eng. Dram. Poets 527 The hours and 
half-hours as they expire, .bring him nearer and nearer to 
the exactrnent of his dire compact 

Exactness (egzse-ktnes). [f. Exact a. + -ness.] 
The quality or condition of being exact. 

1 * 1. Consummate skill ; perfection of workman- 
ship, high finish ; elaborateness. Obs. 

2564 H award Eutropius To Rdr. 6 That worthy orator 
apperceived that Tully should in processe of time bereft y° 
Gretians of theyr exactnesse in all sciences. 2658 Ussher 
Ann. vi. 592 Young men, who gave offence to every body 
by. .the exactnesse of their hair. 1668 D. Smith Voy. Con- 
stantinople in Misc. Cur. (1708 T II. 19 For curious Painting 
rich Altars, and exactness of Architecture, incomparable. 
2695 Ld. Preston Boetk. in. 121 How fleeting, and of how 
short Duration is Beauty and Exactness of Feature. _ 2697 
C’tess D' A unoy’s Trav. (17061 123 He went to walk in his 
Gardens, whose exactness yields in nothing to ours. 

1*2. Of laws, rules, observances : Strictness, 
rigour. Obs. 

1632 R. Byfield Doctr. Sabb. 82 They observed their 
Festivals with severe exactnesse from all worke. 2633 Bp. 
Hall Hard Texts , N. T. 34 If thou knewest the exactnesse 
of the law and thine owne weakness. 2733 Berkeley 
Alcipkr. iv. § 23 Doth any one find fault with the exact- 
ness of geometrical rules. 1747 Wesley Prim. Physic (1762) 
p. xvii, Observe . . the greatest Exactness in your Regimen. 

3. Of processes, results, methods, statements, 
etc. : Minute accuracy, precision. 

2646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. iv. vii. 197 We made 
triall in Scales of good exactnesse. ^ 2658 A, Fox tr. Wurtz ’ 
Surg. 11. v. 58 Other Wounds, .require not such exactness in 
the dressing. 2667 Phil. Trans. 11 . 435 At Sea. .the Meri- 
dian is not so easie to be found to any tolerable exactness. 
1736 Butler Anal. Introd. Wks. 1874 I. 4 Persons .. who 
require things to be stated with greater exactness than our 
faculties appear to admit of. 2747 Berkeley Tar-water in 
Plague Wks. III. 487 These [medicines] require an exact- 
ness in the dose, where a small error may produce a great 
mischief. 2842 W. Spalding Italy 4* It. Jsl. II. 47 A 
plan of the old church, representing with sufficient exactness 
its state at Charlemagne’s coronation. 1876 J. H. Newman 
Hist. Sk. 1 . 11. v. 263 This very absence of scientific exact- 
ness .. constituted in Roman eyes. •■&■ principal charm of 
Cicero’s compositions. 

4. Minute attention to detail .5 carefulness, accu- 
racy. In pi. Instances of the same. '' 

1645 Milton Tetrach. Ded. (iSsi) 141 The industry, the 
exactnesse.,. th© ! labour in it, confess’d to be more then 
ordnary. 2663 Stillingfl. Orig. Sacr. in. i. § 26 With the 
same exactness hee goes through all the parts of the body. 
2726 Lady M. W. Montague Lett. I. ii. xo, I shall follow 
your orders with great . . exactness. 1754 Richardson 
Grandison (1810) VI. lil 337 Has Lady G. dated? No, I 
protest 1 We women are above such little exactnesses. 1797 
Mrs. Radcliffe Italian xxiv, He reviewed, with exactness, 
the late behaviour of the Marchesa. 2855 Macaulay Hist. 
Eng. IV. 463 He had., that sort of exactness which would 
have made him a respectable antiquary. 2875 Whitney 
Life Lang. ii. 29 Every writer who aims at exactness has to 
begin with definitions. 


EXACTOB. 
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EXAGGERATIVE, 


*j*b. Of personal habits : Regularity, punctu- 
ality. Of deportment, dress, etc.: Preciseness, 
formal propriety. Obs. 

1683 D. A. A rt Converse 4 A certain exactness in all our 
words and expressions. 1689 Burnet Tracts I. 8 A mixture 
of a French openness and an Italian exactness. 1712 Steele 
Sped. N o. 423 p 2 An unaffected Exactness in his Dress 
and Manner. 2800 Mrs. Hervey Mourtray Fam. I. 167 
Six o'clock is our hour : you know my exactness. 

Exactor (egzse-ktai). Abo 4 exact oure, 5-7 
exactour, 7 exactore. [a. L. exactor, agent-n. 
f. exigere : see Exact v. and -or. Cf. Exact er.] 

1. One who exacts : (in Lat, senses) a. An officer 
who levies or collects tribute, taxes, or customs; 
a tax-collector, arch. 

1563-87 Foxe A. fy M. (1596^ 259/2The popes exactors went 
about to extort from the Churchmen the fift part of their 
goods. i6ix Bible Isa. Ix. 17, I will also make thy officers 
peace, and thine exactours righteousnesse. 1867 Freeman 
Norm. Conq, ..ed. 3) I. iii. 99 note. The word [Reeve], under 
the form of Grieve, has changed from a public to a private 
exactor. 

t b. An officer of justice (see quotA Oh. 

1388 Wyclif Dent. xyi. x8 marg., Exactours ben thei that 
enqueren the truthe bi mesurable betingis and turmentis ; 
and performen the sentence ofiugis. 1582 N. T. (Rhem.) 
Luke xii. 58 Lest . . the iudge deliuer thee to the exactour 
[2622 officer] and the exactour cast thee into prison. 

e. One whose duty it is to enforce the perform- 
ance of work ; a taskmaster. 

1609 Bible (Douay* Abr. v. 6 He commanded in that day 
the overseers of the workes and the exactores of the people. 
x6ix — Job xxxix. 7 Neither regarde th he the cry of the 
driver [marg. exactor]. 

2. One who makes illegal or unjustifiable exac- 
tions ; an extortioner, oppressor. 

X382 Wyclif Zech. ix. 8 The exactoure, or the vniust axer, 
shal na more passe vpon hem. c 1530 H. Rhodes Bk. 
Nurture in Bahees Bk. 106 Bee not an exactour of another 
man. 1586 T. B. La Primaud Fr. Acad. 1. 11594) 624 Pro- 
vided he become not prodigall, which would soone make 
him an exactor. 1650 tr. Caussins A ng. Peace 45 No force 
of treasure is comparable to the greedinesse of the exactours 
themselves. 1818 Jas. Mill Brit. India II. v. vii, 604 
Whatever it was the pleasure of the exactor to take. 1833 I. 
Taylop Fanat. v. 108 The warfare against ghostly exactors. 

8 . One who demands, lays claim to, or insists 
upon (something) as a matter of right ; often with 
the added notion of excess. Const, of. 

*2x6x9 Fotherby Atheom. 1. vi. § a (1622) 42 As they re- 
posed great Religion in an oath, in respect of the Actor : so 
aid they likewise, in respect of the Exactor. 1648 Eikon 
Bas. 146 The will of my Enemies seems to be their onely 
rule, .their success the exactor of what they please to call 
justice. 1670 G. H. Hist. Cardinals n. 111, 197 He was then 
an exactor of certain punctilioes. 1752 Johnson Rambler 
No. 193 t 6 There are unmerciful exactors of adulation, 
who withhold the wages of venality. x8z8 Southey in 
Q. Rev. XXXVII. 218 So severe an exactor of accuracy . . 
ought to be more observant of it himself. 1875 A. R. Hope 
My Schoolboy Friends 10 As the exactor of tasks. 

fig % 1643 J. Eaton Honeys. Free Justific. 83 Moses his 
Law Is a severe exactor. 

Exactress (egzse-ktres). rare. [f. Exactor + 
-ESS *.] She that exacts, a female exactor. 

x6ix Bible Isa. xiv. 4 How hath the oppressor ceased ! 
the golden city [niarg, exactress of gold] ceesed 1 1624 B. 

Jonson Neptune's Triumph Wks. (Rtldg.) 639/2 That were 
a heavy and hard task, to satisfy expectation, who is so 
severe an exactress of duties. 1833 J. Kenrick in Pkilol. 
Mus. II. 351 The name . . more probably means ‘ exactress 
of justice \ 

t Exa*cuate, V. Oh. [irreg. f. L. exacu~Zre 
(f. ex- intensive + acudre to sharpen) + -ate 3.] 

1. trans. To make keen or sharp; to sharpen, 
stimulate, excite, 

_ 1632 B. Jonson Magn. Lady in, iii, Sense of such an 
injury received Should so exacuate, and whet your choler. 
1684 tr. Bonet's Merc, Compit. xix. 680 Some Cephalicks. . 
exacuate and strengthen the Inhabitants thereof [the Brain], 
the animal Spirits. 1721-1800 in Bailey. 

2. To make acrid or pungent. 

1674 Phil. Trans. IX. 104 The Nitro-aerial Spirit.. doth 
sooner or later exacuate and make fluid the Salino-metallic 
parts. 

Hence + Exa*cuate& ppl. a + Exacua-tion. 
1627-77 Feltham Resolves n. xxxiii. 227 The exacuated 
Tortures of Antiochus. 1623 Cockeram, Exacuation, a 
whetting. 1692-1732 Coles, Exacuation. 

+ Exadverse, a. Oh. rare- 1 , [f. L. exad- 
versum , -us adv., over against, opposite, f. ex out 
+ adversum , -us towards, f. adversus: see Ad- 
verse.] Directly opposed. 

1647 Ward Simp. Cobler 22 If the whole conclave of Hell 
can . . compromise exadverse and diametriall contradictions. 

Exaacation, obs. form of Excecation. 
Exsadify, var. f. Exedify. 
t Ex»*stuate, v. Obs. Also 7 exe-. [f. ex- 
sestuat- ppl. stem of exsestud-re, f. ex- (see Ex- 
preff) + gestua-re to boil up. Cf. zEstuate.] 

1. intr. To boil up ; to ferment ; (of flames) to 
flare up. 

1642 Strangling Gt. Turk in Hart. Misc, (Malh ) V. 192 
No flames could exestuate more than their fury and ravings, 
x 730-6 Bailey (folio), Exsesiuate , to boil or cast up waves, 
■or as a boiling pot does. 1775 in Ash. 

2. trans. To overheat. 

1657 Tomlinson Renou's Disp, 53 That it may not too 
much exestuate the liver. 


f (Wrongly explained ; see qnot). 

1657 Phys. Did,, Exestuate, destroy the heat of any part 

Hence f Exae'stuatingr ppl. a., that boils or 
surges up. 

1684 tr. Bond's Merc. Contpit. vi. 219 The unloadings or 
things cast over-board by the exestuating bloud. 

t Exaestua’tion. Obs. Also 7 - 8 es:estuation. 
[ad. L. exsestudtidn-em , n. of action f. exmstud-re : 
see prec.] A boiling up ; fermentation. 

x666 G. Harvey Morb. A net. iv. 44 If. .the patient is dis- 
commoded with a glowing heat under the short ribs, you 
may suppose it to be an exzestuation. ■ 2720 T, Fuller 
PAarm. Extemp. 296 These Earths mix in with it [the Bile] 
..and put a restraint upon its preternatural exestuation. 

1730-6 in Bailey folio). 2775 in Ash. 

t £xa*ggei% V. Obs. [ad. L. exagger-dre : see 
Exaggerate.] trans. (and absol.) •« Exaggerate. 

*535 Joye Apol. Tindale 26 Se how this man exaggereth. 
1597 T, Beard Theatre Gods Judgm. 378 lulian .. exag- 
gered also his sacriledge with scornefull leasts. 

Exaggerant (egzae'd^erant). rare— 1 , [as if 
ad. L. exaggerant-em, pr. pple. of exaggerare : see 
Exaggerate.] One who holds exaggerated or 
extreme views ; an extremist. 

1803 W. Taylor in Ann . Rev.l. 351 The moderate have 
less courage than the exaggerants, and therefore suit the 
majority. 

Exaggerate (egzse'dsSr^t), v. Also 6 ex- 
agerat. [f. L. exaggerdt- ppl. stem of exaggerd-re, 
f. ex- intensive + aggerd-re to heap up, i. agger 
heap. Cf. F. exagerer, 16 th c. ex agger er. - ] 

+ 1. trans. > To heap or pile up, accumulate: said 
with reference to both material and immaterial 
objects ; also to form by accumulation. Obs. 

1533 More Apol. Wks. 871/1 Yf hee woulde.. take no 
suche bywayes, he woulde not. .accumulate and exaggerate 
the gryefes. 1553 T. Wilson Rhet. 63 b, In praisyng or 
dispraisyng, wee muste exaggerate those places towardes 
the ende, whiche make menne wonder at the straungenesse 
of any thyng. 1583 Stubbes Anat. Abus. (28771 58 With 
their flipping and flapping up and down in the dirte they 
exaggerate a mountain of mire. 1621 Burton Anat. Mel. 
11. iii. in. (1651) 330 What a deal of trouble. . do we sustain 
and exaggerate unto ourselves, to get that secure happiness 
. .which we peradventure shall never have. 1677 Hale 
Prim, Orig. Man. 11. vii. 191 Trees of Oak and Firr. .covered 
by. .the Silt and Moorish Earth exaggerated upon them. 
Ibid. iv. ii. 299 The water . . exaggerating and raising 
Islands and Continents in other parts. 

+ 2. To ‘pile up’ (eulogies, accusations); to 
emphasize (statements) ; to make much of, dwell 
on the greatness of (virtues, faults, conditions, etc.). 

1564 Brief. Exam. Sig.* iij. To exagerat the matter 
agaynste them . , shall . . be spared. 1581 Marbeck Bk. of 
Notes 707 This word (Mene) is doubled, .to exaggerate the 
certaintie of the matter. 2603 Knolles Hist. Turks (1621) 
1223 Alledging and exaggerating many his most cruell 
actions. 1620 Shelton Quix. (1725) III. il xxv. 175 They 
told, .what had happened in the search for the ass, the one 
exaggerating the other’s cunning in braying. 1650 R. 
Stapylton Strada’s Low-C. Warres x. 19 Exaggerating, 
indeed not falsely, the Necessity of the Provinces. 1656 
Earl Monm. Advt. fr. Parnass. 387 It was. .very praise- 
worthy in Bishop Jovius to exaggerate the praises of the 
Princes his Benefactors, a 1734 North Lives I. 401 His 
lordship . . used to exaggerate the monstrous impudence of 
Counsel that insisted so iniquitably. 

3. To magnify beyond the limits of truth ; to 
represent something as greater than it really is. 

(The 16th century quots. may belong to 2.) 

. [1563-87 FoxrA. <$• M. (1596) 359/2 Thus they aggerat- 
ing and exaggerating the fault to the vttermost flie vpon 
the poore asse and deuour him. 1599 Marston Sco. Villanie 
1. iii. 182 Rufus, He terme thee but intemperate, I will not 
once thy vice exaggerate,] 1623 R. C. Table Alpk, (ed. 3), 
Exaggerate, to make a thing more then it is. a 2631 
Donne Septuagint (1633) 105 Men, when they heare any- 
thing, .to utter and augment the same, .and to exaggerate 
the same by words odious and bitter. 1712 Addison Sped. 
No. 399 P 5 A Friend exaggerates a Man’s Virtues, an 
Enemy inflames his Crimes. 1772 Junius Lett. Pref. to 
They . .greatly exaggerate the evil they complain of. 183a 
Webster, Exaggerate , in Painting to heighten in colour 
or design. 1868 J. H. Blunt Ref. Ch . Eng. I. 401 A 
modem historian, .has done his best to exaggerate every- 
thing that would tell against the clergy. 1874 Green Short 
Hist. vi. 333 The charges were grossly exaggerated, but 
there is no ground for believing them to have been wholly 
untrue. 

absol. 1781 Gibbon Decl, <$• F. III. xlviii. 29 Calumny is 
more prone to exaggerate than to invent. 1840 Carlyle 
Heroes (1858) 266 In no point does he [Shakspeare] ex- 
aggerate but only in laughter. 1878 Gladstone Prim . 
Hamer 59 Early navigators exaggerate without fear to 
enhance the interest of their tales. 

4. To intensify, aggravate (conditions, etc.), ab- 
normally; to make (physical features, etc.) of 
abnormal size. 

# 1850 L. Hunt Autobiog. I. vii. 276 A nose exaggerated by 
intemperance. 2868 Rogers Pol. Econ. viii. (ed. 3) 73 The 
existing distress was exaggerated by this great social change. 
1873 Mivart Elem. Anat. ii. 51 In the preponderating size 
of the Lumbar Vertebrae man but exaggerates a character 
generally present in his class. 

Exaggerated (egzse'dger^ted) ,///. a. [f. prec. 

+ -ED L] 

1 1. Heaped up. Obs. rare— 0 . 

255a Huloet, Exaggerated, repositus, a, urn. 

2. Magnified or inflated beyond the limits of 
fact, justice, propriety, or truth ; excessive. 


The ordinary application of the pple and ppl, a dj. now 
differs from that of the finite verb : we say that a speaker 
‘ exaggerates his fads,' but it is his statements that are 
described as ‘ exaggerated 

1725 Pore Pref. toShaks., The mostexaggerated thoughts* 
the most verbose and bombast expression. 2812 Sir H ? 
Davy Chem. Philos. 18 His exaggerated censure of the 
methods of the ancients . . had an effect in diminishing; 
their popularity. 1843 Bethune Sc. Fireside Sior. 39 Before 
any exaggerated report could reach them. 1849 Cobdeii 
Speeches 37 There has prevailed a most exaggerated idea 
as to the necessity of that force, a 1862 Buckle Misc. 
Wks. 11872) I. 308 Gods were exaggerated heroes, and their 
heroes were exaggerated men. 

3. Abnormally enlarged, monstrous, overgrown. 
2860 Tyndall Glac. 1. x. 65 My route was an exaggerated 
zigzag. 1885 O. T. Miller m Harper’s Mag. Mar. 600 He 
resembles an exaggerated wren. 

Exa ggeratedly* (egzse-dger^tedli) ; adv. [f. 
prec. + ly*.] To an exaggerated or excessive de- 
gree ; unduly, 

1854 Kingsley Alexandria iii. 94 He perceived so 
deeply, I may say so exaggeratedly, the analogy between, 
[etc.]. 2870 Ruskin Led. A rt ii. 47 The persons who most 
clearly estimate their value, exaggeratedly estimate it. 1870 
Proctor Pleas. Ways Sc. x. 210 Turn we., from.. the 
exaggeratedly monstrous cuttle-fish, to the. .sea-serpent. 

t Exa-ggerately, adv. Obs. rare— 1 , [f. ^ex- 
aggerate ppl. adj., ad. L. exaggerat-us pa. pple. of 
exaggerare (see Exaggerate zl) + -ly ^.] =prec. 

1646 N. Lockyer Serin. 28 Oct. 3 The action of the Father 
towards the Sonne is sad, and exprest exaggerately, etc. 

Exaggerating (egzse-dger^tiij), ppl. a. [f. 
Exaggerate v. + -ing*.] That exaggerates. 

1818 Jas. Mill Brit. India II. v. viii. 667 The exaggerat- 
ing language of Mr. Hastings. 1833 Thirlwall in Philol. 
Mus. IL 576 In this Mr. Ast discovers the hand of an 
exaggerating rhetorician. 2881 Mrs. Lynn Linton My 
Love I. 77 You always were one of the most exaggerating 
children possible. 

Hence Exa-ggeratiugly adv. \ 

1858 Chamb. Jrnl. IX. 376 She retailed what Lisa saw,, 
fluently, unfailingly, and, we regret to add, exaggeratingly. 
1876 W. Graham Mem. J. Macfarlane iii. 144 Neither 
heartlessly inappreciative of the past, nor exaggeratingly 
friendly to the present. 

Exaggeration (egzsed^er^jsnV [ad. L. ex- 
agger alion-em, n. of action f. exaggerd-re ; see 
Exaggerate.] 

+ 1, The action of heaping or piling up ; e.g. of 
silt by a river or the sea ; also concr. that which, 
is so piled up. Oh. 

1677 Hale Prim. Orig. Man. 11. ix. 221 Lakes grow by 
the exaggeration of Sand by the Sea. Ibid. 11. xii. 241 The 
fruitfullest part of Egypt, .is an Exaggeration, or Ground 
gained by the Inundation of Nilus. 

1 2. The action of emphasizing or dwelling on 
the greatness of (a good or bad quality or action), 
2586 A. Day Eng. Secretary 11. (1599) 93 In this exaggera- 
tion of vices, so also might there bee the like of Vertues, as 
if one should exhort a man to Pietie after hee had set forth 
all the commodities thereof. 2611 Bp. Andrewes Semi. II, 
277 Of Himself it is said, and by way of exaggeration, He 
humbled Himself to death, the death of the Cross, c 1647 
Boyle Agst. Swearing Wks. (1772) VI. 11 They swear not 
but when they are angry ; and then (for all our clamours 
and exaggerations) they mean no harm at all. a 1745 Swift 
(J.), Exaggeration of the prodigious condescensions in the 
prince to pass good laws, would have an odd sound at 
Westminster. 

3. The action of exaggerating or magnifying un- 
duly in words or representation. Also, an instance 
of this ; an exaggerated statement. 

2565 J ewel Repl. Harding 88 Which [smal] companies he 
IChrysostome) . .by an exaggeration . . calleth Nobody. 1685 
Gracian's Courtiers Orac. 35 Exaggeration is a kind of lying : 
by Exaggeration one gets himself the reputation of a man 
of bad discerning. 1776 Gibbon Decl. & F. I. xvii. 44a 
Such exaggerations will be reduced to their just value, 
1848 W. H. Bartlett Egypt to Pat. xxiv. (1879) 489 If we 
were to accept the account of Josephus as not an utterly 
baseless exaggeration. 1878 Huxley Physiogr. 177 The 
exaggeration of the vertical height in the diagram, 

"b. transf. in Painting and Sculpture : A height- 
ened representation of a subject either in design 
or by excessive colouring. 

2734 in Builder's Did. s, v. 1738 Chambers Cyct. s. v., 
This exaggeration must be conducted in such manner, as 
not to put the objects out of their natural characters. 2828 
in Webster; and in mod. Diets, 
c. concr. An exaggerated copy. 

1841-4 Emerson Ess., Spir. Laws Wks. (Bohn) I. 63 
Hideous dreams are exaggerations of the sins of the day. 
1872 Baker Nile Tribut. viii. 231 The eye of this animal 
is the most beautiful exaggeration of that of the gazelle. 

4. Aggravation of a condition, etc, ; also concr. 

1662 Cowley 0 . Cromwell (2669) 70 The diligence of wicked 

persons , .is only an Emphasis and Exaggeration of their 
wickedness. 

Exaggerative (egzae-d^erativ), a. [f. Ex- 
aggerate v. + -IVE. Cf. Fr, exagiratif i] 

1, Of a statement, representation, etc. ; Marked 
by exaggeration, hyperbolical. 

1797 A Geodes Bible II. Pref. 8 This exaggerative lan- 
guage warns us not to take words of that kind in a strict 
theological meaning. 2863 Sat. Rev. Jan. 223 The ex- 
aggerative character of these drawings. 1880 J. Hawthorne 
Ellice Quentin I. 97 Let this confession put the reader on 
his guard against, .exaggerative or prejudicial statements. 

2. Of persons: Given to exaggerate; prone to 
exaggeration. 


EXAG-GrEKATOB. 

1837 Carlyle Fr. Rev. III. v. iv, ‘Out of doors*, continues 
the exaggerative' man, ‘ were mad multitudes dancing round 
the bonfire’. 1854 H. Miller Sch. % Schm . xxiii. (1857) 
505 The tender passion is always a strangely exaggerative 
one. 1870 J. H. Friswell Mod. Men Lett. 32 Dickens 
was very often exaggerative and pantomimic. 

Hence Exa-ggeratively adv., in an exaggerative 
manner. Bxa*ggerativeness, the quality of being 
exaggerative. 

1836 Chamb. J ml. V. 365 Exaggeratively exhibiting the 
defects of the system, 1867 Carlyle Rewin. II. 16 ‘It were 
better to perish *, as I exaggeratively said to myself, * than 
continue schoolmastering ’. ^ 1873 Spectator 22 Feb. 245/1 
A certain exaggerativeness in some of his anecdotes. 

Exaggerator (egzardserrits-i). [a. late L. ex- 
aggerdtor , agent-n. f. exaggera-re to Exaggerate.] 
One who or that which exaggerates. 

1822 J. Flint Lett. A mer. 60 This is the hill that a 
florid exaggerator has described as a solid mass of coal. 
1828 Blackw. Mag. XXIV. 47 Fear is a great exaggerator. 
1856 Mrs. Browning Aur. Leigh 1. 858 Those virtuous 
liars, dreamers after dark, Exaggerators of the sun and 
moon. 

Exaggeratory (egzardseiatoH), a. [f. Ex- 
aggerate v. + -ory.] Containing or characterized 
by exaggeration ; prone to exaggerate. 

I 7S9 Johnson Rasselas xxvifi. 63 You fall into the com- 
mon errors of exaggeratory acclamation. 1849 Taifs Mag. 
XVI. 539 The peculiar, egotistical, and exaggeratory tem- 
perament characteristic of the Americans. 

tExa*gitate, v. Obs. 7 pa. pple. exagitat (e. 
[f. L. exagitat - ppl. stem of exagiia-re, f. ex- (see 
Ex- preff) + agitd-re to put in motion, Agitate.] 

1 . irons. To stir up (the humours, spirits, etc.) ; 
to quicken (the breathing) ; to set in motion (the 
blood V; to excite. 

1621 Burton Anat. Mel. i. ii. n. v, The divell .. gets in 
with the aire, and .exagitates our spirits, and vexeth our 
souls. 1651 Biggs New Disp.x$$ The anxiety and power- 
fullest respiration of the arteries is exagitated. 1655 Cul- 
pepper, etc. Riverius xv, v. 419 Sharp Clysters, .which do 
exagitate the Humor, .whereby the Symptomes are wont 
to become more fiery. 1717 J. Keill Anim. CEcon. (1738) 
294 A continual Heat . . exagitated by the Temptations 
ot the Town._ 1727 Fielding Love in Sev. Masq. Wks. 1775 
I. 20 It [business] has exagitated my complexion to that 
exorbitancy of Vermeile, that, etc. 1732 Arbuthnot Rules 
of Diet 328 The warm Air of the Bed exagitates the Blood. 

2 . a. Of a disease, pain, etc. : To torment, 
worry, b. Of a man’s foes : To harass, persecute. 

a. 1532 in Burnet Hist. Ref. II. 168 Being so long sick and 
exagitate with this same sore. 1596 Fitz-Geffray Sir F. 
Drake 1 1881) 15 The paines that now exagitate his soule. 
Time cannot tame. 1657 Tomlinson Renou’s Disp. 198 
When, .too much waking hath exagitated the mind. 1677 
Gale Crt. Gentiles II. iv. 32 When it [the soul] shal see 
and instil the desire of him into it self, .it shal cease to be 
exagitated by pricking dolors. 

b. 1602 T. Fitzherbert Defence 7 a, S. Chrisostome.. 
was so exagitat by the calumnious, and contumelious tongues 
of heretykes . . that, etc. 1618 T. Gainsford P. Warbeck 
in Select. H arl. Misc. (1793)86 The king, .not determining 
to give them battle, or exagitate them at all till, etc. <2 x656 
Hales Gold. Rem. (1688) 485 He was sorry Martinius 
should be so exagitated for a speech which, .was true. 

3 . To attack violently (a doctrine, error, fault, 
etc.) ; to inveigh against, rail at. 

1594 Hooker Eccl. Pol. in. (1632) 163 This their defect and 
imperfection I had rather lament in such case than exagitate. 
1656 Trapp Comm. Eph . i. 5 The doctrine of predestination 
was much misused and exagitated. 1685 Baxter Paraphr. 
N. T. x Pet. iii. 8 Christians . . live in concord, not exagitat- 
ing, but compassionating each others infirmities. 

4 . To debate, discuss. 

x6xo Donne Pseudo-Martyr 294 His last Title, .we have 
no reason to exagitate in this place. <2x649 Drumm. of 
Hawth. fas, III, Wks. 43 During his abode at Rome, the 
old question.. began to be exagitated. 1662 $. P.Acc. 
Latitude Men in Phenix II. 581 Tho this name of Latitude- 
Men be daily exagitated amongst us, both in Taverns and 
Pulpits. 1749 Bp. Lavington Enthtis. Methodists <$• Pap. 
in. (1751) 330 Aristophanes in such a free manner exagitates 
the mysterious solemnities. 

5 . In etymological sense t To shake out. rare. 

1642 Ansiv. to Observ. agst. King ix Traiterously exagi- 
tate and tosse the Royall Scepter out of his hand. 

Hence f Exagitated ppl. a. f Exa-gitating 
ppl. a., producing agitation, disturbing. 

*655-60. Stanley Hist. Philos. (1701) 578/1 A coacervate 
and exagitated Wind, 2659 W, Chamberlayne Pharonnida 
111. ii, Th’ ensuing storms exagitated rage. 1662 S. P. Acc. 
Latitude-Men in Phenix (1708) II. 507 Having taken an 
impartial View of this so much exagitated Company of Men. 
1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. iv. ix. 200 In diseases of the 
chest. .Hippocrates condemneth it [sneezing] as too much 
exagitating. 

t Exagita’tion. Obs. [ad. L. exagitdtim-em, 
n. of action f. exagita-re : see Exagitate vi\ 
a. The action of stirring up (the blood, humours, 
etc.), setting in motion or exciting; also an in- 
stance of the same, an excitement, b. Discus- 
sion. 

1603 Holland Plutarch s Mot. 1134 This is but a flatu- 
lent exagitation. 16x5 Crooke Body of Man 474 Animall 
spirits are made of the vitall, changed by many exagitations 
and alterations by the arteries. 1632 tr. Brucl’s Praxis 
Med. 401 Neyther is there any danger of the exagitation of 
the humors. 1684 tr. Bonet's Merc. Compit. vi. 216 The 
exagitation of the more gross particles [of the blood] is . . 
more languid. 1737 Common Sense (1738) I. *39 Exagita- 
tions of Choler, which are apt to break out into Rogue ana 
Rascal. 
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+ Exa’gite, v. Obs. [ad. OF. exagite-r, f. L. 
exagitdre : see Exagitate.] brans. ^Exagitate; 
in quot. to keep on demanding. 

2621 W. Sclater Tyihes (1623) 149 It is my liberalitie to 
affoord answer to the Argument from first fruits ; why doe 
you so punctually exagite, exact it ? 

Esagon, -gonal, obs. ff. Hexagon, etc. 
Exalaeion, obs. form of Exhalation. 
Exalbuminose iekstelbi£*minffus% a. Bob. [f. 
Ex- prefix «• + L. albumen ( albumin -) + -OSE.] 
— next. 

x866 Treas. Bob., Exalbuminose , having no albumen. 

Exalbuminons (eksaelbDrminos), a. Bob. [f. 
as prec. F-ous.] Having no albumen in the seed. 

X830 Lindley Nat. Syst. Bat. 226 They [Lentibularke] 
are known from Primulaceae by their . . exalbuminous em- 
bryo. x88o Gray Struct. Bot. ii. 14 Seeds are distinguished 
into albuminous and exalbuminous, those supplied with and 
those destitute of albumen. 

Exalgin (eks^ld^in). Pharmacy. Also ex- 
algine. [f. Ex- prefix 1 + Gr. 0X7 -us pain + -in.] 
A. methyl compound of acetanilide, so called from 
its use as an anodyne. 

1889 Pharm. Jrnl. gp Mar. 781/1 Exalgine occurs in 
needles or in large white tablets. 1890 Daily Lews 1 Dec. 
5/6 A prescription ordering exalgine. 

Exallo*triote, a. nonce-ivd. ( bombastic ). [as if 
ad.Gr. *e^a\Korpia,r6s, f. 6£a\koTpi6-€iv, f. f£ + ak\6- 
rptos foreign.] Brought from a foreign country. 

1849 Lytton Caxtons 11. in. lxvi. Is there no mission in 
thy native land, O planeticose and exallotriote spirit ? 

Exalt (egzp’lt), v. Also 5 exsaulte, (8 ex- 
halt). [ad. L. exalt are, f. ex- (see Ex- prefid) + 
alius high. Of. Fr. exalter (16th c. in Littre). 

Vulgar Lat. had * exalt iare of similar formation and 
meaning, of which the regular phonetic descendant is OF. 
essalcier , essaucier , represented in mod.F. by the two vbs. 
exhausser to lift up, and exaucer to listen favourably to (a 
prayer) : with the latter cf. 6.] 

1 . brans. To raise or set up on high ; to lift up, 
elevate. In physical sense now arch, or rhetorical , 
or in humorously bombastic use. 

1535 Coverdale 2 Esdras xv. 53 Thou haddest. .slayne 
my chosen, exaltinge the stroke of thy handes. 1582 N. T. 
(Rhem.) Matt. xi. 23 Thou Capharnaum, shalt thou be ex- 
alted vp to heauen ? x 6 oi Shaks. Jul. C. 1. iii. 8, I haue 
seene Th’ambitious Ocean swell ..To be exalted with the 
threatning clouds. 1613 T. Milles tr. Mexia's Treas. 
A tic. 4- Mod. Times 954 Exalting his Courtlax to strike 
the stroke. 1698 Luttrell Brief Rel. (1857) IV. 401 
Yesterday one Hoyle was fined ; as also to be exalted in the 
market place, .instead of a pillory. 1712 Pope Messiah 86 
Imperial Salem, rise! Exalt thy tow’ry head. 1808 J. 
Barlow Columb. 1. 325 Exalt your heads, ye oaks. 1823 
Lamb Elia Ser. 1. xvii. (1865) 132 Exalting his umbrella 
over her poor basket of fruit. 1832 Blackw. Mag. Feb. 287 
Let the rogues swing, And thus be exalted. 

b. transf. To 1 lift up ’ (the voice, a song), arch. 
Cf. Enhance i c. 

2612 Bible 2 Kings xix. 22 Against whome hast thou ex- 
alted thy voyce? 1709 Prior Henry $ Emma 737 Now, 
Mars, she said, let Fame exalt her voice. 1762 Falconer 
Shipwr. 1. 642 The warbling birds exalt their evening lay. 
1795 Agnes Musgrave Cicely I. 35 Jane, exalting her voice, 
cried, etc. 

2. In various fig. or non-material senses : a. To 
raise in rank, honour, estimation, power, or wealth. 
+ Formerly occas. with title as complement. Also 
(rarely) with up. 

* ? a 1400 Chester PI. (Shaks. Soc.l I. 9 The three tryalles 
in a throne, And trewe Trenitie, Be grounded in my God 
heade, Exsaulted by my excelencye. _ 143® Lydg. Chron. 
Troy 11. x, One she [Fortune] can high in riches exalte 
And an other plonge in pouertye. 1494 Fabyan Chron. vn. 
ccxix. 241 Wyllyam exalted the Normans, and gaue vnto 
theym the chief possessyons of the lande. 1565 Cdl. Allen 
in Fulke Confut. Doctr. Purgatory (1577) 377 Proue me 
that your mother Church prayeth not for her departed . . 
you shall be exalted up for euer. 1568 Grafton Chron . 
II. 72 It seemeth likely that you will aspire to take 
his crowne from him, and to be exalted king yourselfe. 
x6ti Bible Ezek. xxi. 26 Exalt him that is low, and abase 
him that is high, a 1658 Waller Poems , To my Ld, Pro- 
tector xxi, Still as you rise, the state, exalted too, Finds no 
distemper. 1667 Milton P.L. j. 736 Scepter’d Angels., 
whom the supreme King Exalted to such power. 1771 
Junius Lett. Ixvii. 330 Society can exalt the meanest and 
worst of men. 1861 May Const. Hist. (1863) I. i, xo He 
[George III] came to the throne determined to exalt the 
kingly office. 

fb. To elate with pride, joy, etc. Also intr. 
for refi. Obs. 

a 1533 Ld. Berners Gold. Bk. M. Aur el. (1546) Ivb, 
With a littell fauour ye wyl exalt, augement, and grow into 
gret prid. 1568 Grafton Chron. II. 44 When the Empresse 
had. .committed the king to warde..she was not therewith 
a little exalted. 1605 Shaks. Lear hi iii 67 Not so hot : In 
his owne grace he doth exalt himselfe, More then in your 
addition. 1647 Clarendon Hist. Reb. n. (18431 48/2 The 
covenanters, .were very reasonably exalted with this suc- 
cess. 1708 Pope Ode St. Cecilia 27 Music, .when the soul 
is press’d with cares, Exalts her in enlivening airs, 
e. refi. To assume superiority, arch. 

1611 Bible i Kings i. 5 Then Adoniiah the sonne of Hag- 
gith exalted himselfe, saying, I wil be king. 1878 B. Tay- 
lor Deukalion xxi. i, Exalt thyself past limits of my law, I 
feed thee still. 

transf. 2742 Lend. $ Country Brew l fed. 4) 73 That 
the Salt does not exalt itself above the Sulphur, 
d. To praise, extol, magnify. Also absol. 


EXALTATION. 

2430 Lydg. Chron. Troy 1. v. He that lyst her name so 
hyghe exalte. 1526 Pilgr. Perf. iW.de W. 1531) 59 b, And 
exalting it [his holy lyfe] moost hye, meke thyselfe in herte 
moost iowe. c 31532 Dewes Introd. Fr. in Palsgr. X023 In 
Heven. .they may laude and exalte with the saintes. a 1545 
Croke Ps. (Percy Soc.) 18 My tonge shall both daye and 
houre, Dewly exalte thy Justice sty 11. x6is Bible Ps. 
xxxiv. 3 O magnifie the Lord with me, and let vs exalt his 
name together. 1632 J. Hayward tr. Biondis Eromena 
132 Taking opportunely hold of an occasion, .to exalt the 
valour of the younger [Prince]. 17x9 Watts Ps. xcix. n, 
Exalt the Lord our God. a 1845 Hood Tale Trump. 140 
The brandy and salt We now exalt, Had made a noise in 
the public ear. 

e. To raise to a higher class, a higher degree 
of value or excellence ; to dignify, ennoble. 

171 x Steele Sped. No. 4 1* 8, I shall not lower but exalt 
the Subjects I treat upon. 1788 Reid Aristotle's Log. iv. 
§ 3. 80 A negative may be exalted into an affirmative, 1791 
Boswell Johnson 5 Apr. an. I772 Men less exalted by 
spiritual habits. 1836 Emerson Nat. t Lang. Wks. (Bohn) 
II. 152 The moment our discourse. .is. .exalted by thought, 
it clothes itself in images. 

f. To stimulate (powers') to higher activity. 

1744 Thomson Summer 307 Each liquid . . Inflames, re- 
freshes, or exalts the taste. x86o Geo. Eliot Mill on FI. 
vi. iii, Trivial causes had the effect of rousing and exalting 
the imagination. 

f 3. In Alchemy and early Chemistry : To raise 
(a substance or its qualities j to a higher 1 degree 5 ; 
hence, in wider sense, to raise in quality, refine, 
mature; to intensify, render more powerful (phy- 
sical agents or effects^. Also fig. 

X47t Ripley Comp. Alch. x. in Asbm.(x652') 178 Then up 
to Hevyn they must Exaltyd be . . to be intronyzate In 
Clowds of clerenesse. 1570 Dee Math. Pref. 8 A liquid 
Medicine whose Qualitie of heate is in the 4 degree exalted. 
x6io B. Jonson Alch. 1. i, Have I . Sublimed thee, and 
exalted thee, and fix’d thee I’ the third region ? 1691 Ray 
Creation (1714) 92 Other stones being exalted to that degree 
of Hardness. 1725-6 Pope Odyss. xxiv. 400 The hours 
produce their [vines’] latent buds, and Sol exalts the juice. 
1744 Berkeley Siris § 44 Oil, purified and exalted by the 
organical powers of the plant. 1762 Gentl. Mag. 269 The 
sun is known to exhalt the poison of the viper. 1790 
A. Crawford in Phil. Trans. LXXX. 402 A little strong 
vitriolic acid, by which the smell was exalted, and a slight 
effervescence was produced. . 1795 Burke Regie. Peace iv. 
Wks. IX. 14 This is Jacobinism sublimed and exalted into 
most pure, .essence. 1813 Sir H. Davy Agric. Chent. (1814) 
257 The seeds of plants exalted by cultivation. 

f b. To volatilize, carry off in vapour. Obs. 

2686 W. Harris tr. L emery s Client, hi. iii. (ed. 3) 735 The 
fuliginosity which made it black will be exalted and leave 
the Harts-horn white. 

4. To raise in degree, intensify, heighten. 

2842 W. Grove Corr. Pkys. Forces 92 If this intensity be 
exalted to a certain point the sulphuret becomes luminous. 
1859 Gullick & Timbs Paint. 202 They [varnishes] enliven 
or exalt the colours by their colourless transparency. 1870 
Eng. Meek. 4 Feb. 512/2 To colour gold, or as it is techni- 
cally called, to exalt the colour of gold. 

5. Astrol. in passive of a heavenly body ; To be 
in the position of greatest influence. 

1647 A Imanak for 1386, 2 The Son is exalted and raised 
uppe in be 19 gre of be Ram, be Mone is exalted In be 3 gre 
of be Bui. 1652 Culpepper Eng. Physic. (1656) 48 Saturn 
being exalted in Libra, in the house of Venus. x8xgjAS. 
Wilson Diet. Astrol. s.v. Exaltation^ If power may be 
deemed exaltation, all planets must be exalted when they 
arrive at their northern nodes, and advance towards our 
zenith. 

% 6 . nonce-use. Of a deity : To grant (a prayer) 
[after OF', essalcier, F. exaucer]. 

1490 Caxton Eneydos xvi. (1890) 61 The god almyghty 
Iupy ter. .wolde exalte his requeste, 

+ ExaTt, sb. Obs. [f. Exalt vi] The action 
of exalting; in quot. = Exaltation 2 c. 

16x7 Markham Caval. vi. 2 To the exalt of the most ser- 
uiceable Beast that euer was created. 

ExaTt, pple., short for Exalted. 

1871 Browning Pr. Hohensiiel 1835 Bravest of the brave 
Doers, exalt in Science. 1873 — Red Cott. Nt.-cap 1122 
Out I stand Exalt and safe, and bid low earth adieu. 

II Exaltado (egzglta*d<?). [Sp., pa. pple. of ex- 
altar to Exalt.] A member of the extreme radical 
party in Spain. Also transf. 

X824 Westm. Rev. I. 25 An apprehension of being 
esteemed somewhat of an exaltado , may have induced him 
[T. Moore] to make this little sacrifice. Ibid. I. 293 Much 
has been said in Spain . . on the distinction ..between the 
Moderados and the Exaltados. 

+ Exaltate, V. Obs * [f. L. exaltat- ppl. stem 

of exaltare to Exalt.] brans. *= Exalt v. 3 . 

1471 Ripley Comp. Alch. x. in Ashm. (1652) 179 Yf thou 
therfore thy Bodys wyll Exaltat. 

■f Exaltate, pple. Obs. fad. L. exaltat-us, pa* 
pple. of exalba-re to Exalt.] = Exalted. 

£•1386 Chaucer Wifds ProL 704 In Pisces, wher Venus 
is exaltat. ; a 1420 Hocclf.ve De Reg. Princ. 5227" Every ' 
man willethe to ben exaltate. c 2430 Lydg. Bochas vn. iv. 
(1554) 267 b, Amid the heauen, was Venus exaltate. c 2450- 
Mirour Saluacioun 1161 Salomones throne was with sex 
graces exaltate [v. r. reisid]. c 1500 Lancelot 2551 Sum in 
to worschip to be exaltate. 

Exaltation (egzglt^-Jbn). Forms: 4 exalt- 
acioun, 4-7 exaltaeion, -yon, 6 exhaltation. 
[a. F. exaltation , ad. L. exalt dtidn-em, f. exaltare : 
see Exalt.] The action of exalting ; the fact or 
state of being exalted. 

1. In physical sense : The action of lifting up or 
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raising on high ; the state of being lifted tip, or 
set in a high position. 

z6iS Lane S$r.*s Tale xi. 278 He comes : whose horse 
fomed the seas invndation, as th’ rider felt him. on owne 
exaltation. 1686 Hqrneck Crticif. Jesns xy\, 403 Lift me 
up from the. earth, that I may relish the comfort of thy. 
exaltation. 1794 G, Adams Nat. <§• Exp. P kilos. X. x. 429 
When the sun is at its greatest exaltation in summer. 
i860 Tyndali. Glac. 11. viii, 265 [Glacier] tables.. a limit is 
placed to their exaltation by the following circumstance, 
b. Exaltation of the Cross : a feast observed on 
Sept. 14th (see quot. 1884). 

1389 in Eng. Gilds (1870) 54 Y 9 exaltacion of y 9 holy 
crouche. 1480 Caxton Chron . Eng. v. (15201 60 b/t Than 
was the feest of the exaltacyon of the crosse made. 2700- 
Tyrrell Hist. Eng. II. 770 Thursday after the Exaltation 
of the Cross in September. 1884 Catholic Diet. s. v. Cross , 
The * Exaltation of the Cross' was celebrated from ancient 
times in memory of the miraculous apparition which Con- 
stantine saw in the year 317. .The day was afterwards kept 
with greater solemnity, when after the victory over the 
Persians in 627, Heraclius recovered the true cross. 

fc. concr. A fanciful name for: A flight (of 
larks). Ohs. 

c 1430 Lydg. Hors Skepe 4 G. (1822) 30 A exaltacion of 
larkes. 1824 J. MCulloch Scotland III. 407, 1 have never 
spoken of * an exaltation of larks ’. 1883 Standard 26 Sept. 
5/1 Every one with any pretence to be gentle-folk spoke of 
. .an exaltation of larks. 

2 . In non-material sense : a. Elevation in autho- 
rity, dignity, power, station, wealth, etc. ; esp. the- 
elevation of a sovereign to a throne, f Also occas. 
An exalted position ; elevated rank. 

1490 Caxton Eneydos vii. 33 The place where hir glorye 
and exaltacion ought to be. .manyfested. 1539 Tonstall 
Serm. Palm Sund. (1823^ 15 Here it is to be noted, that 
God gaue to Christe his exaltation, as to man, and not as 
to god. 1568 Grafton Chron. II. 72 Ye have presumed 
thus to stand e against the exaltation of this oure sovereigne. 
26x1 Bible Judith xvi. 8 The exaltation of those that were 
oppressed. <21631 Donne in Selections (1840) 104 Though 
faith be of an infinite exaltation above understanding. 1670 
G.H. Hist. Cardinals hi. ii. 268 The Exaltation of this Pope ' 
happen’d upon Ascension day. 1719 De Foe Crusoe (1840) 
II. ii. 42 Like that of Joseph’s brethren, when he . . told 
them the story of his exaltation in Pharaoh's court. 1791 
B jswell Johnson (r8r6i II. 188 A master, .is in his highest 
Exaltation when he is loco parentis . 1858 Froude Hist. 
Eng. III. xiii. 88 The Reformation in their minds was asso- 
ciated with the exaltation of base blood. 

b. Elation of feeling; a state of rapturous emo- 
tion; an undue degree of pleasurable excitement. 
Also Path, (see quot. 1884]. 

1494 Fabyan Chron. vi. ccvi. 219 In tyme of whiche exalt- 
acion of his mynde, he . . charged the water that he shulde 
flowe no hygher. 1707 Loud. Gaz. No. 4351/1 We want 
Words to express the Exaltation it has rais'd in us, to see 
Your Majesty’s unwearied Endeavours, .crown’d with such 
. .Success. 1870 Emerson Soc. 4 Solit. vii. 144, I knew a 
man in a certain religious exaltation, who thought it an 
honor to wash his own face. 2874 Maudsley Respons. in 
Ment Dis. vii. 234 There was nothing particularly notice- 
able in him except, .a condition of exaltation in the spring. 
1884 Syd.Sac. Lea r., Exaltation , the immoderate increase 
of the action of an organ. 

C. An extolling, a laudation. 

1630 Hubbert Pill Formality 190 Your praises, and exalt- 
ations of free grace. 

d. The raising, to a lofty point of excellence; 
exalted degree ; an exalted manifestation. 

1636 Cowley Pindar. Odes, Brutus ii, Th’Heroick Exalt- 
ations of Good, Are so far from U nderstood, We count them 
Vice. 1667 Rust Fun. Serm . Bp. Taylor (1672) 67 Those 
Heavenly Bodies, .are fit . . instruments for the Soul, in its 
highest Exaltations.^ a 1694 Tillotson Serm. i. Wks. (1714) 
4 In God all Perfections in their highest degree and exalt- 
ation meet together 1837 Hr. Martinf.au Soc. Anter. IIL 
1 The degree of civilisation of any people corresponds with 
the exaltation of the idea which is the most prevalent among 
that people. 1848 Macaulay Hist. Eng. 1. 12 That chivalrous 
spirit . . was found in the highest exaltation among the 
Norman nobles. 1883 Christian Commvi. 6 Dec. 174/1 Is 
this exaltation of the ideal of life an evil ? 

e. Augmentation in degree or intensity. 

1732 Law Serious C. v. (ed, 2) 75 The refinement and 
exaltation of our best faculties. 184a W. Grove Corr. Phys. 
Forces 80 We obtain an indefinite exaltation of chemical 
power. 1855 Bain Senses 4 Int. u. ii.. § 1. (1864) 177 The 
skin is therefore marked by a great exaltation of the com- 
mon sensibility of the body. ; 

f. Of prices : A rise. rare. 

1866 Rogers Agric. 4 Prices I. xxi. 536 The last two 
years being affected by the exaltation in the price. 1884 
— ^ W irk Sr Wages 22 Quite as great is the exaltation in the 
price of millstones. 

. 3 . As trot. The place of a planet in the zodiac 
in which it was considered to exert its greatest 
influence. Also Jig. 

c 1386 Chaucer Sqrls T . 41 Phebus the sonne . . was neigh 
his exaltacioun, 1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R . vm. ix. 
(*495) 3°7 The sonne hath his vertue and exaltacion in the 
eyghteenth gree of Aries, a 162$ Fletcher Rollo iv. ii. 
Mars his gaudium rising in the ascendant That joint with 
Libra too, the house of Venus And I mum Coeli, Mars his 
exaltation [printed exultation] Ith’ seaventh house. 163a 
Massinger City Madam 11. ii, She in her exaltation, and 
he in his tnphcite trine and face, assure a fortunate com- 
bination to Hymen. 1751 Chambers Cycl. s.v., The 15th 
degree of Cancer, is the exaltation of Jupiter, according to 
Albpmazar. 1819 Jas. Wilson Diet. Astrol. s.w, The ori- 
ginal meaning of the planets' exaltations seems to have been, 
unknown in the time of Ptolemy. 1839 Bailey Festus (1854} 
*2-1 Your exaltations and triplicities,' Fiery, airy and the rest. 


fig, 3607-22 Bacon Ess., Custom 4 Edttc. (Arb.) 372 
In such places the force of Customers in his exaltacion. 

1 4 . In the older chemistry and physiology : The 
action or process of refining or subliming; the 
bringing a substance to a higher degree of potency 
or purity ; an instance of the same. Obs. ■ 

1471 Ripley Comp. A lck. x. in Ashm. (16521 178 Exaltacion, 
Full lyttyl yt ys dyfferent from Sublymacyon. 1576 Baker 
Jewed of Health 176 a, Let the exhaltation of the vineger 
be after done on a soft fyre. 1605 Timme Quersit. 111. 184 
Exaltation is evaporation of the impure humour. 2666 J. 
Smith Old Age 107 The Chyle it self, .receiving yet farther 
exaltations. 1686 W. Harris tr. Lemery’s Chew. 11. v. (ed.3) 
486 Tincture of Cinnamon . .is an exaltation of the more oily 
parts of Cinnamon in Spirit of Wine. 1718 Quincy Compl. 
Disp. 8 Salts, most capable of Exaltation, wrapped up in a 
small Portion of Phlegm. 1731 Chambers Cycl.p. v., It is this 
exaltation of the sulphurous part in strawberries, that gives 
them their agreeable, vinous taste. 

f b. concr. A substance in a highly refined 
condition. Ohs. 

1686 W. Harris tr. Lemerfis Chent. 1. xx.(ed« 3)437 Flower 
of Sulphur . . is an exaltation of Sulphur. 

Exaltative (egzp-ltativ), a. rare. [f. L. ex- 
alted- ppl. stem of exaltare (see Exalt) + -ive.] 
Tending to exalt. 

3810 Bentham Packing (1821) 23 Of these two branches 
of the art of deception, the first mentioned may be termed 
the depressive, .the other the self-exaltative. 

Exalted (egzg-lted), ppl. a. [f. Exalt v.] 

1 . Raised or set up on high; elevated. 

2601 Shaks. Jul. C. 1. i. 65 Weepe your teares Into the 
Channell, till the lowest streame Do kisse the most exalted 
Shores of all. a 1631 Drayton Elegies , To W. Brown , 
Thoughts, .winged to fly To that exalted stand. 1728 Pope 
Dune. n. 175 Thro’ half the heav’ns he pours the exalted 
urn. 1781 Gibbon Decl. 4 P. II. 108 The Great King., 
from an exalted throne beheld the misfortunes of his arms. 
f b. Of the voice ; Elevated, raised aloud. Ohs. 
27x2 Steele Sped. No. 147 ? 2 These pronounce the first 
part of a Sentence with a very exalted Voice. 2743 Bulkeley 
& Cummins Voy. S. Seas 74 With an exalted Voice, Captain 
C— p, says, etc. 1790 * A Lady * Norman fi Bertha II. 148 
Mrs. Westbrook and Norman heard their exalted voices, 
but could not distinguish their words. 

2 . Elevated in rank, station, or public estima- 
tion. Usually without implication of any previous 
lower condition : Highly placed, of high station, 
etc. An exalted personage : used for someone of 
high (usually royal or princely) rank, whom it is 
not desired to designate explicitly. 

1623-6 Cockeram 11, Exalted, promoted. 1737 Pope Hor. 
Epist . n. ii. 106 Peers give way, exalted as they are, Ev'n 
to their own S-r-v-nce in a car. 1800 Fisher Ames Eulogy 
on Washington Wks. (1809) 116 Time never fails to bring 
every exalted reputation to a strict scrutiny. 1828 Scott 
Fi M. Perth xxii, The physician, .hoped he saw his exalted 
patient merry and happy. 1847 Dr. Corrie in Holroyd 
Memorials (1890)248 To place over us an exalted personage 
who has: not been educated among us. 185$ Macaulay 
Hist. Eng. IV. 41 Any man whom a revolution, has. .hurled 
down from an exalted station. 

3 . Of persons : Impassioned, rapturously excited. 

1712 Steele Sped. No. 503 r 2 When the Musick was 

strong and bold, she look’d exalted, but serious. 1814 
Southey Roderick xii, From vale To vale the exalted Ado- 
sinda went. 

b. Of the pulse ; High, rapid. 

1742 Fielding J. Andrews 1. xiii, His pulse was very 
exalted. 

4 . Of feelings, powers, sentiments, states of the 
mind : + a. Carried to a high degree ; intense, 
b. Elevated, lofty in character ; sublime, noble. 
Cf. Exaltation 2 d, e. 

1601 Skaks. Twel. N. 11. v. 30 Besides she uses me with 
a more exalted respect, than any one else. 1665 Boyle 
Occas. Refi. 1. vi. He, whose high Reason, and exalted 
Piety, has., plac'd him above them. 1704 J. Trapp A bra- 
Mull 11. L 381 You cannot boast a more exalted Hatred 
Against the Visier’s Person. 1746-7 Hervey Medit. (1818) 
160 The light, of God’s countenance will irradiate, .all their 
exalted faculties. 1813 Sir H. Davy Chem. Philos. 12 
Warm with the ardor of an extending and exalted religion. 
1847 Emerson Repr. Men, Goethe Wks. (Bohn) 1. 382 Some 
men are born with exalted powers for this second creation. 

0. Of diction : Elevated, 4 high-flown *. 

1647 Clarendon Hist. Reb. 1. (1843) 6/1 After many ex- 
alted expressions to that purpose. 2684 Earl Roscom. Ess. 
Translated Verse 26 In what exalted streins Sicilian Muses 
. . Proclaim Saturnian Times. 1739 T. S heridan tr. Persius 
Ded. 8 A most exalted Lecture, instructing us in the true 
Freedom of the Mind. 

f 5 . Chem. and Phys. Refined, sublimed, concen- 
trated. Cf. Exalt v. 3. Of flavour, smell, etc. : 
Intense, strong. Ohs. 

1594, Plat Jezvell-ho. m. 85 To make promotion., with a 
medicine so exalted, as that one shal extend vpon a hun- 
dreth. 1713 tr. Pomet's Hist. Drugs I. r4 It contains a 
great deal of exalted Oil 1746 R. James Introd. Mcmfefs 
Health 7 s hnprov. x8 The Solan Goose, .whose Flesh is of 
a very exalted Taste. 1751 Chambers Cycl. s.v. Exalta- 
tion, Most sulphurous matters, much exalted, are observed 
to be of a red colour. , 1796 Peggf. Anonym. (1809) 146 The 
venom of the Adder, or English Viper, is not so exalted., 
as that of the Italian. 

Exaltedly (egzp-ltedli), adv. [f. prec. + -LY 2 .] 
In an exalted manner or degree ; in a high, style ; 
also, with exaltation or excitement. 

1790' G. Walker Serm. II. xvixju $x No one can think 
exaltedly of God, and think meanly of man, who is the 
work of God. 1852 Blackw. Mag. LXXI. 747 One does 


not require to dine exaltedly in order to dine well. 1855 
Dickens in J. Forster Life (1874) III, Old Lemaitre plays 
his famous character, and never did I see anything, in ait, 
so exaltedly horrible and awful. 2887 T. Hardy Wood- 
landers II. xvii. 323, ‘I knew I was right 1’ said Grace 
exaltedly. 

Bxaltedness (egzp-ltednes). [f. as prec 4 
-NESS.} The quality or condition of being ex- 
alted: a. in character, mind, nature, etc. : b. in 
social position, rank , etc. 

a. 1659 H. More Immort. Soul (1662) i/iThe Soul of the 
Mother, in which there is no such measure of. .exaltedness. 
1743 Gray Wks. (1825)11. 113 The exaltedness of some minds 
. .may make them insensible to these light things. 1816 Byron 
Siege Cor. xii, The stern exaltedness of zeal. 1881 A. B. 
Bruce Chief End Revelat. iii. 132 The Divine perfection 
..is judged of by reference, not to the idea of grace, but 
rather to that of exaltedness above the world, 

b. 1730-6 Bailey i folio), Exaltedness, .height of promo- 
tion. 1860 Pusey Min. Proph . 375 Pride doth imitate ex- 
altedness. 

HSxalter (egzpritai). [f. Exalt v. + -erE] One 
who, or that which, exalts (in senses of the vb.). 

1471 Ripley Comp. A Ich. Pref. in Ashm. (1652 V Fro thys 
envyos valey of vanyte, 0 our Exalter. 1580 Sidney Ar- 
cadia {1622) 309 O noble sisters, .who were the onely exalters 
of all womankinde. 1678 R. Barclay Apol. Quakers viii. 

§ 6. 250 Our Adversaries are Exalters of the Scriptures in 
words. 2684 tr. Bonet's Merc. Compit. xvm. 621 Cinnabar 
..is an useful Exalter, and a .. safe Alexiterick. c 1732 
Swift Answ. to ‘A Conclusion ’ in Anderson Poets Gt. 
Brit. (2794) IX. 147 Her majesty nevershall be my exalter; 
And yet she would raise me, I know, by a halter I 2731 A. 
Hill Adv. Poets , Epist. 5 A Poeq is. .an Exalter of what 
is most dignified, and substantial, in Nature, a 1849 !• C. 
Mangan Poems ^18591 176 The Grave is the only Exalter. 

ExaTtlngv vhl. sb . [f. as prec. + -ing 1 .] The 
action of . the vb. Exalt ; in quot. concr. f — 
Exaltation i c. 

i486 Bk. St. A Ibans F vj a, An Exaltyng of Larkis. 1688 
R. PIolme Armoury, Exalting of larks. 

Exalting (egzp-ltiq), ppl. a. [f. as prec. +• 
-ing^.] That exalts (in various senses of vb.). 

1665 Boyle Occas. Refi. 1. ii. (167s' 79 The exalting Effi- 
cacy of this kind of Distillation. 1844 Emerson New Eng. 
Reformers Wks. (Bohn) I. 261, 1 find nothing healthful or 
exalting in the smooth conventions of society. 1859 Gul- 
lick & Timbs Paint . 202 The peculiar exalting effect of 
varnishes upon colours. 

Hence ExaTtingfly adv. rare. 

1855 Chamb. JmL IV. 222 The soul’s glory, .shone through 
them [her features] so exaltingly. 

t Exa ltive, a. Obs. [f. Exalt v . + -ive.] 
Tending to exalt or elevate. 

1560 Rolland Crt. Venus 1. 257 Me to perswade with 
wrang enarrative Lufe to abstene, it is so exaltive. 
f Exaltmeat. Obs. [f. as prec. + -MENT.] 
The action of exalting ; the state of being exalted ; 
exaltation. 

1660 W. Secker Nonsuch Prof. 109 As he was abased for 
the creatures exaltment, so he was exalted for the creatures 
abasement, a 2677 Barrow Wks. (1687) I. 496 Sanctity im- 
plying. .an exaltment in nature or use of the thing, which is 
denominated thereby. 

t Exa*itress. Obs . rare . [f. Exalter + -ess.] 
She who exalts. 

1650 Weekes Truth’ s Confl. iii. 81 Yours [your opinion} 
will be found the great exaltresse of free-will in men. 

Exam (egzze'm). colloq. [Short for Examina- 
tion.] An examination (sense 5). 

1877 Driven to Rome 67 (D.) Things may be altered since 
the writer of this novelette went through his exam. 1882 
J. Hawthorne Fort. Fool 1. xix, He sported his oak once 
five consecutive days and nights before an exam. 2884 
A thenxum 15 Mar. Advt., Matriculation and other Exams. 

t Exa-me, Obs. Sc. Also 6 exem(e. [Short- 
ened var. of Examine ; cf. examne among the 
forms of the latter.] = Examine v. 

1513 Douglas EEneis xn. vii. 48 Begouth for till exem, 
and till assay The wond wyth mony crafty medycyn. 257a 
Sempill Ball. (1872)146 Gif thay repent not. .Exame thair 
conscience of particular pactioun. 1588 A. King tr. Cani- 
sius' Catech. 209 Befoir Judgement exame thy self and thow 
sal find grace in the sight of God. 

Examen (egz^i *men). [a. (through. Fr. ex- 
amen or directly) L. examen means of weighing, 
tongue of a balance, Jig. testing, examination, for 
*exagmen 7 f. *exag- } exigere to weigh accurately: 
see Exact v. 

The sense ‘ tongue of a balance ’ ( Ugtda ) rests on the _au- 
! thority of the scholiast to Persius ; it seems to occur in Virg. 
AEn. xn, 725, where, however, ‘scale-beam’ would equally 
suit the context, Servius obscurely explains it as ‘filtird 
quo trutina regitur.’ (L, examen ‘ swarm of bees, flock ’ is 
related to exigere in the sense ‘ to lead or drive out’.) The 
Romanic forms. It. esame, Sp. examen, Fr. examen, are 
synonymous with Eng. examination l\ 

1 . Examination, scrutiny (of a doctrine, system, 
etc.) ; investigation (of an affair). Now rare. 

2628 Bolton Floras To Rdr. 4 The doctrines .. are such 
as thou art to expect from an Heathen, .and their examen 
will elsewhere fall out fitly, 2645 City Alarum 17 They 
allow the Prince of Orange every summer a tun or two of 
gold without examen, for Intelligence. 2725 Leoni Pal- 
ladio 7 s Archit. (2742) I. 45 Things, .which I had learnt by 
a very laborious Examen and long Study. 1802 Fuseli 
Led. Art i. (1848) 370 Recalled his pupil to the examen of 
thereat principle. 1 1890 E. Johnson Rise Christendom 
123 That only [is] wise which . the law of God or the ex- 
amen of his senior has pointed out. 


EXAMINATION. 


EXAMINABILITY. 

b. Eccl. and Law. (a) A formal examination 
(of the conscience or soul). (b) The examination 
(of a candidate for ordination* (c) f A legal ex- 
amination or inquiry {obs.). 

1651 Life Father Sarpi (1676^ 99 In all those days he 
made a most exact examen of his Soul. 1669 Woodhead 
St. Teresa n. vii. 59 This Examen shall have a 'Bell to ring 
to it.. Let every one . , at the time of the Examen, kneel 
down and briefly examine her conscience. 1685 H. ConseTt 
Tract . Spirit. Courts 95 To compel them to . . undergo the 
Examen the Judge imposeth upon them. 1696 Phillips, 
Examen , a Trial, Proof, particularly of one that is to be 
admitted to Orders or Employment. [So 1721 in Bailey.] 
1853 Faber A llfor Jesus 36 We might ask it . .in our examen 
of conscience. 1885 Catholic Diet. s. v. Examination of 
Conscience , St. Ignatius . . also recommends a particular 
examen to be made, at least daily. . on that particular sin 
into which the individual most frequently falls. 

+ 2 . A critical dissertation or treatise (on any 
subject) ; an examination, disquisition. Obs. 

1606 Holland Sueton. To Rdrs, Correct what is amisse 
according to the Examen and Review annexed to the end 
of all. 1651 Baxter Inf. Bapi. Apol. 7 Having greedily 
read over his Exhortation and Examen a little before. 1667 
Boyle f title), An Examen of The Origine (and Doctrinei of 
Substantial Formes. 1738 Johnson Let. to Cave Sept, in 
Boswell , An Examen of Mr. Pope’s Essay, &c. 

1 3 . Investigation by experiment ; a test, assay. 

*66x Glanvill Vanity Dagmat. viii. 73 The only way to 
know what is sophisticate is to bring ail to the Examen of 
the Touchstone. 1664 Evelyn Sylva (1776) 25 Some . . might 
here recommend to us a more accurate Microscopical 
Examen. 1717 F. Slare in Phil. Trans. XXX. 565 , 1 made 
a yet more nice and certain Examen of these Waters, by 
mixing Milk with them.^ 1765 Wilkinson ibid. LV. 103 We 
proceeded to the more important examen, to discover the 
precise quantity of cork necessary to sustain a man in the 
water. 

4 . The tongue of a balance, rare. 

[1833 Gell Pompeiana I. iii. 44 Common scales.. were 
found, .without that little projecting point above the beam 
which serves to mark more accurately the absence ofequi- 
poise, and which was called by the. .Romans, .ligula, and 
examen.] 1833 J. Holland Manuf. Metals II. 292 When 
the beam does, by the position of its examen or vertical 
spur over the axis, appear to have its two brachia exactly 
in equilibria. 1830 Weale Diet. Terms s. v. 
Exameter, -troxx, obs. ff. Hexameter. 
Exammability (egzseuninabrliti). [f. next : 
see -ity.J The quality of being examinable. 

1879 Law Rep. App. Cases Ho. Lords IV. 801 No ques* 
tion arose as to the validity, or examinability of a foreign 
judgment. 

Examinable (egzae-minab’l), a. [f. Examine 

V . + - ABLE.] 

1 . Capable or admitting of being examined, 
t Of a body : That is to be tested (obs.). 

1605 Bacon Adv. Learn. 11 . xxv. 122 The Draughts and 
first lawes of the Game are positiue, but . . not examinable 
by reason. 1631 Bavenant Gandibert Pref. (1673) 8 Great 
bodies are more examinable by being scatter’d into parcels. 
1677 Hale Prim. Qrig. Man. n. vii. 200 Whatever the truth, 
of this Opinion be, it is not here properly examinable. 1678 
R. Russell Geber m. n. in. iii. 22a Blow upon the Surface 
of the Examinable Body until it flows. 1794 G. Adams 
Nat. fy Exp. Philos, II. xxi. 404 The smallest examinable 
quantity of matter. 1808 Bentham Sc. Reform 70 Half a 
dozen witnesses not examinable but at so many different 
days. 1853 Kane Grinnell Exp. xxxvii. (1856) 340 The 
horn, .was perfectly examinable. 

+ b. Sc. Examinable persons 1 parishioners elig- 
ible to be examined for admission to communion. 

1719 R. Erskine Let. in Fraser Life 46 [There are] up- 
wards of 5000 examinable persons in the congregation. 
1733 Walker Life of Cargill 30 In which Parish 300 out of 
900 examinable Persons wasted away. 1830 Form qf Petit, 
m Cook Styles of Writs Ck. Crts. Sc. 183 The present ex- 
aminable population of the parish amounts to — persons. 

2 . Law. Subject to examination or inquiry ; com- 
petent to be examined or inquired into ; cognisable. 

1394 West Symbol n. Chancery § 71 That it be such as is 
examinable in this court. 1666 Pepys Diary 21 Feb., The 
privileges of Parliament . .are few to the Commons’ house, 
and those not examinable by them, but only by the House 
of Lords. 1763 Blackstone Comm. I. xviii. 471 His de- 
terminations are final, and examinable in no other court 
whatsoever, 1818 Cruise Digest d. 2) V. 300 A fine . . is 
properly examinable in that court only where it is entered, 
1884 Sir C* S. C. Bowen in Law Rep. Q. Bench XIII. 87 
His intentions are exaihinable to this extent. 
Examinant (egzse’minant). sK and a. Also 7 
-ante, 8 ent. ad* L. examinant-em, pr. pple. of 
examinare : see Examine v. and -ant. 

The passive sense 2 (in our quots. earlier than x) is un- 
etymological ; app. it was felt that the older Examinate sb. 
etymologically meant rather ‘ one who has been examined ’ 
than ‘ one who is being examined,’ and the derivative of 
thejir. pple was adopted to express the latter notion.] 

1 . One who examines ; esf. one who conducts 
a judicial or academic examination ; an examiner* 

*620 Shelton Quix. III. n. i, Don Quixote.. was so dis- 
creet, that the two examinants undoubtedly believed lie 
was ■ quite' well. ; ' 1661 ■ Evelyn Diary 13 May, The Examin-’ 
ants or Posers were Dr. Duport, Greek Professor at Cam- 
bridge ; Dr. Fell, etc. <22797 H. Walpole Ment. Geo. II, 

III. 271 The chief examinents were General Cholmondeley 
and Lord Albemarle. x8x8 Scott Hrt. Midi, xiii, The 
upper end, where the examinants sate, was thrown into 
shadow. 1847 Disraeli Tancred vi. xi, The converts . * 
were .-. older Christians than either , of their examinants. 
1859 J. C. Hobhouse Italy 1 . 288 Objects whose authenticity 
may be questioned by the first cool examinant. , 
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b. In comb, stiff xa minant (nonce-word). 

1825 Coleridge .4^^^.11854,) 226 If the self-examinant 
will abandon this position. 

+ 2 . a. One who is being examined ; one who is 
being examined as a witness ; a deponent. Obs. 

1588 Losses Sp. Navy in Hart. Misc. (Malh.) II. 52 The 
admiral came away with seven and twenty sail, which this 
examinant did tell, 1622 Elsing Debates Ho. Lords 1. Cam- 
den) 29 She slaundered the examinant t being toll'd of the 
daunger of a sclaunder, she is fledd. 2712 ArbuthnoT 
John Bull viii, He brought a certain powder to his mistress,* 
which the examinant believes to be the same. 1777 T, 
M‘*Kean in Sparks Corr. A?ner. Rev. (1853) I. 446 One of 
the examinants said that, .a great number of . . officers were 
killed. 1813 J, J. Henry Cqmp. agst. Quebec 161 The ques- 
tions did not admit of equivocation, if the examinants had 
been so inclined. 

_ t b. One who undergoes an examination as to 
his fitness for church -membership, ordination, etc.; 
an examinee. Obs. 

1633 D. Rogers Treat. Sacraments il. 14 To instruct all 
Christian examinants, in their trial! to be carefull of them- 
selves. 1663 Flagellum 1 or O. Cromwell (1672) 148 The 
questions these men put to the Examinants, was not of 
Abilities or _ Learning, but, etc. 17x5 Pridraux On Ref. 
Two Univ. in Life 234 The examiners shall examine two 
at a time, .the examinants shall appear before them, in 
classes of six at a time. 

t B. adj. That has the function of examining. 

1653 Milton Hirelings Wks. (1851) 373 For the Magis- 
trate. .by his examinant committies to circumscribe her free 
election of Ministers. 

Examinate {egz^-mmbt), pple. and sb. Also 
6-7 examinat. [ad. L. examindt-us , pa. pple. of 
examinare : see Examine v.] 

+ A. pple. — Examined. (In first two quots. 
app. : Tortured. But possibly it may be a misprint 
for exanimate . ) 

1471 Ripley Comp. A Ick. x. in Ashm. (1652) 178 Whych must 
be Crusyfyed and examynat : And then contumulate both 
Man and Wyfe. 1360 Rolland Qrt, Venus it. 364 So vp 
he rais into ane stakkerand stait, As he had bene fra wit 
examinat. 1818 Scott Rob Roy xxxvi, Unless ane were 
judicially examinate. 

B. sb. 

1 . A person under examination, either as a wit- 
ness or accused person. 

1537 in Froude Hist. Eng. III. 192 note , Sir Francis Bigod 
. .did read to this examinate a book made by himself. 1387 
Fleming Contn. Holinskedlll. 2409/1 This examinat called 
on the earle, telling him the lieutenant was there. 1609 Hol- 
land A mm. Marcel, xiv. v. 435 note. To this the tormen- 
tors, .fastened the armes and feet of the poore examinate 
or condemned person to he tortured. 1709 Strype Amt. 
Ref. I. xxv. 290 There appeared to this examinate one in 
white apparel. 1833 Kingsley Westw. Ho t 1x861) 52 The 
examinate found it so difficult to answer the question that 
he suddenly became afflicted with deafness. 

2 . One who undergoes examination with a view 
to a certificate, degree, etc. 

# 1399 Hakluyt Voy. II. 11. 71 The other examinates founde 
insufficient to proceed are sent backe to their studie againe. 
1868 Daily News 20 Oct., A system of inter-collegiate lec- 
tures. .open to all the examin ats. 

t Exa*minate, v. Obs. [f. L. examinat - ppl. 
stem of examinare : see Examine v .] »= Examine v. 

1560-78 Bk. Discipl . Ch. Scot. (1621) 27 The persons that 
are to be examinated, must be commanded to appeare before 
men of soundest judgement 

Examination (egz3e:min<?i-j3n). Forms: 4 
-cioun, 5 -tyowne, 4-7 -cion, etc. [a, F. examin* 
atien, ad. L. exdmindtidn-em, n. of action f. ex* 
aminare : see Examine v.~\ The action of examin- 
ing ; the state of being examined. 

fl. A testing, trial, proof, assay. Also fig. Obs. 
exc. as a contextual use of 3. 

C1510 More Ficus Wks. 32 In straite balance . . If thou 
shouldest our sinne ponder . . Who able were to beare thy 
punish ement. .The whole engine of all this worlde..With 
suche examinacion might not stande. 1532 Latimer Serm. 
St. Stephen's DayNVs. (Parker Soc.) II. 104 Calamities . . he 
but examinations and proofs to provoke us to call upon God. 
[1799 G. Smith Laborat. I.73 The examination, or assay, of 
the parity of gold or silver.] 

2 . a. The action of testing or judging by a 
standard or rule. Now only with some notion of 
3 or 6. Gf. Examine v. 2 a. Cf. Selfexamination. 

C X386 Chaucer Melib. 301 For as moche as the Examina- 
cioun is necessarie, let us byginne at the Surgiens. c 1425 
Wyntoun Cron.vx. il. 40 That all examynatyowne Off thai 
persownys propyrly The kyrk suld hawe in gret party. 
C1460 tr, T. a Kempis 130 Grace, .in euery understondinge 
submitted himself, .to goddis examynacion, 1627 H. Mason 
( 2fzV/<?),TheT ribunal of Conscience, or aTreatise of Examina- 
tion ; shewing, .how a Christian should examine his Con- 
science. 1883 Catholic Dicf.y Examination qf Conscience 
should be made at least every evening. ' 

t b. Judicial inquiry into the guilt or innocence 
of an accused person. Obs. Cf. 6. 

1387TREVISA Higden { Rolls) VII. 165 Some be day of ex- 
amtnadoun was sette. 1494 Fabyan Ckrotu vi. ccx. 224 
The bysshop he commytted to the examynacion & correc- 
cion of the clergy. 1526-34 Tindale Acts xXv. 26, I have 
brought him vntoyou . 4 that after examinacion had, I myght 
have sum what to wryte. 1557 Order ofHospitalls Dj, For 
the Examination of Single Women being gotten with Child. 
X662 Stillingfl. Qrig. Sacr. *11. v. § 3 v After a particular 
examination of Jeremiah, .they acquit him. 1685 — Orig. 
Brit.v. 304 They anointed Kings, .and not long after they 
without Examinatipn.tQok them off. , 


8 . The action of investigating the nature, quali- 
ties, or condition of any object by inspection or 
experiment ; minute inspection, scrutiny. Post- 
mortem examination : ■*» Autopsy 2. - ^ 

1630 R. Johnsons Kingd. Commw. 09 The examination 
of passengers at . .the frontier Tounes of the Princes ofltahe. 
1819 J. G. Children Chew. Anal. In trod, xo The examin- 
ation of a substance containing few elements. 1836 Act 
6-7 ll ill. IV, c. 89 It shall be lawful for the Coroner v to 
direct the performance of a post-mortem Examination. 
1863 Royal Charter § 42 in Loud. Univ. Calendar 
Which accounts shall be subject to such examination 
and audit as the said Commissioners may direct. 1875 
Ure Diet. Arts II. 727 The colour of the stroke made 
upon the touchstone by the metal under examination. 1884 
Syd. Soc. Lex., Physical Examinaiioti, the investigation 
of disease by means of the senses, as when the cardiac 
respiratory sounds and movements are examined with the 
ear, or by means of instruments devised to render them 
more conspicuous. 1888 E. Eggleston Graysons xxiv. Bob 
made what a surgeon would call a ‘ digital examination ’ of 
the dungeon door. 

4 . The action or process of searching or inquir- 
ing into (facts, opinions, statements, etc.) ; investi- 
gation, scrutiny. 

2538 Starkey England 1. iii. 74 That was agred at the begyn- 
nyng for the bettur examynatyon of every thyng. c 2626 
Wotton Let. in Reliq. Wotton. (1672* 349 After the ex- 
amination of circumstances, there is a liberty of judgment* 
a 1716 S0UTH Serm. (1737) V. vii. 321 Surely nothing that is 
self-evident, can be the proper subject of examination, or 
tryal. 1794 Mrs. Radcliffe Myst. Udolpho i, To look 
with cool examination upon the disappointments he some- 
times threw in her way. 1864 J. H. Newman Apol. 129 In 
that very agreement, .would really be found on examination, 
the elements . .of an essential discordance. 2878 Stanford 
Symb. Christ i. 4 Such an account now claims our examination. 

5 . The process of testing, by questions oral or 
written, the knowledge or ability of pupils, or of 
candidates for office, degrees, etc. For Honour t 
Local, Middle- Class, Pass, Senate-House Examin* 
aiions , see those words. 

16x2 Brinsley Lud. Lit. v. 48 Which worke of continual! 
examination, is a notable quickner and nourisher of all good 
learning. Ibid. x_xviii. 282 That euery yeere . . there be a 
solemne examination by the Gouernours of the schoole. 1694 
Gibson in Ellis Lett. Lit. Men (Camden) 235 We met him. . 
just as he was going for Pauls to [sic : ? read to Pauls for] 
examinations. 1783 Lett. Radcliffe §■ James (Oxf. Hist. 
Soc.t 232 To day. .1 went through part of my examination 
for Orders. 1848 Dickens Dondbey x iv, A dreadful uncle. . 
volunteered examinations of him in the holidays on ab- 
struse points. 2866 Lotid. Univ, Calendar 40 The Examin- 
ation shall be conducted by means of Printed Papers. 

6 - Formal interrogation, esp. of a witness, or an 
accused person. Examination-in-chief, that made 
by the party calling the witness. See Cross-, Re- 
examination. f Also, Interrogation under torture. 

The judicial interrogation of accused persons has no 
place in the criminal process ofthe common law, but by vari- 
ous statutes from 16th c. justices of the peace were directed 
to * take the examination * of prisoners before sending them 
for trial. This expression has survived, though the practice 
which it denotes no longer exists ; hence the preliminary in- 
vestigation before justices of the peace or police-magistrates 
is still called the examination al the prisoner, so that the 
word in this connexion has reverted to the obsolete sense 2 b, 
#1555 Latimer in Foxe A . $M. (1684)111.383, I was once 
..in Examination before five or six Bishops, .every week 
thrice I came to Examinations. 159a Greene Art Conny» 
catch, iii. 5 What hee spake of either came to him by ex- 
aminations, or by riding in the circuits. 1728 Morgan A l> 
iers II. iv. 274 The Tormentors examined him.. for several 
ours they ceased not their Examinations. 1838 Penny 
Cycl. X. 103/1 s. v. Evidence, The cross-examination of a 
witness, .is founded upon what the witness has stated in 
his examination in chief. 2841 Macaulay W. Hastings 
Ess. 1854 II. 651/2 There remained examinations and 
cross-examinations. 1862 W. Bell Diet. Law Scot. 234/a 
The party is brought before a magistrate for examination. 1 * III. 

b. The statements or depositions made by a 
witness or accused person when examined; the 
record of such statements. To take the examines* 
tion of x to interrogate and note down the answers. 

2333 Frith's Answ. More Title-p., Vnto which boke are 
added, .the articles of his examinacion before the bishoppes. 
2334 Acts 1-2 Pk. 4- Mary c.13 § 4 The said justices., 
before any bailment or mainprise, shall take the examina- 
tion of the said prisoner. 1591 J. Hortop Trav. in Arb. 
Garner V. 329 The Earl of Sussex, .commanded his Secre- 
tary to take my name and examination. 1600 Essex Re belt. 
Exam, in Shahs. C. Praise 35T?he examination of Sr. Geliy 
merick Knyght taken the xvijth of February, 1600. 262* 

Elsing Debates Ho* Lords i Camden) 10 The clerke reade 
the exam inacions taken in Courte. 2826 Act 7 Geo. IV, c. 
64 § 3 Every Justice of the Peace before whom any Person 
shall be taken . .shall take the Examination of the Person 
charged. 2848 Act 11-12 Viet. c. 42 § 19 marg., Place where 
Examination taken, not an open Court. x86x W. Bell 
Diet. Law Scot. 234/2 The examinations of the witnesses at 
the precognition, .never can be used, .against the witnesses. 
7. attrib. and Comb,, as examination fever , 
questions, statute, system, etc. ; examination- 
paper, (a) paper specially prepared for use in 
examinations ; (b) a written or printed series of 
questions, etc. to be answered by the examinee J 
(c) a written series of answers by an examinee; 
examination-schools, in Oxford parlance; (a) 
the several branches of the University curriculum in 
which a formal examination is instituted; ( b ) th$ 
building in which University examinations are held. 


EXAMIISTATIVE, 


EXAMIKEK, 


1884 Crichton-Browne in_ Pall Mall G. 16 Sept, n/x 
The * ^examination fever/ as it has been called, that leaves 
such unpleasant sequelae behind jt. .is now endemic in the 
metropolis. 1837 {title) ^Examination Papers for Theo- 
logical Students. 1838 (title', ^Examination Questions and 
Answers, from * Butler’s Analogy/ 1868 M. Pattison 
A cadem. Org. vi. 244 If he [a professor] wishes for any 
auditors at all, he must make himself subservient to the 
^examination schools. 1886 Oxf. Univ, Calendar 55 Full 
information, .will be found, .in the ^Examination Statutes. 
Mod. (Oxford) The Examination-schools are beyond Uni- 
versity College. 

* Hence Examinational a., of or pertaining to 
examination or examinations ; based upon (aca- 
demical, etc.) examinations. Examina*tionism, 
the habit of relying upon or the practice of em- 
ploying examinations as the test of fitness, know- 
ledge/etc. Examina'tionist, one who upholds 
the system of examinations. 

1826 Bentham in Westm. Rev. VI. 492 Tests preferred by 
Mr. Chancellor of the Exchequer, presumably the financial 
. . by their humble servant, the examinational, 1859 Sat. 
Rev. is Feb. 178/2 The establishment of what . . we may 
call an examinational franchise. 1884 H, M. Jones Hints 
on Senses 148 For future success in life the test of early 
examinational proficiency is a most fallacious one. 1884 
Lond. JrnL Sc. XXI, 240 A reaction against that miserable 
examinationism which earns for us the title of the ‘ Chinese 
of Europe.’ 1889 Pall Mall G . 27 June 3/1 Much emphasis 
laid by the theoretical examinationists on the supposed 
difficulty that the public have in discriminating between a 
trained and an untrained nurse. 

t Exa*minative, a. Obs. [f. Examine v. + 
-atiye.] Concerned with examination. 

c 1630 Jackson Creed iv. iii. Wks. III. 27 In opposition to 
such as restrain assent only unto the reflexive or examina- 
tive acts of understanding. 

Examinator (egzce*min^tai). [a. late L. ex- 
aminator, f. exdmindre : see Examine v.] One 
who examines. 

t X. = Examiner i. Obs. 

1646 SirT. Browne Pseud. Ep.vuvi 299 An inference some- 
what Rabbinicall, and not of power to perswade a serious 
examinator. _ 1783 Town 4* Country Mag. 168 John Hewitt, 
Esq. ..examinator of the hearth money in Dublin. 1830 
Mom in Blackw. Mag. XXVIII. 698 That severe and acute 
examinator of historical truth. 

i 2. Sc. = Examiner 2. Obs. 

*75® J* Louthian Form of Process (ed. 2) 109 The Witness 
..repeats the Words after the Lord Examinator. 1815 
Scott Guy M. xxxii, Having, like a prudent examinator, 
suffered his witness to give vent to all her. .indignation. 

3 . = Examiner 3. rare ex c. Sc. 

1621 Burton Anat. Mel. Democr. (1676) 38/1 Qualified 
..by the strict approbation of deputed examinators. 1706 
tr. Dupin' s Feel. Hist. i6ik Cent. II. iv. xx. 362 These Ex- 
aminators shall be Masters or Doctors, or Licentiates in 
Divinity or Canon Law. 18x3 J. Thomson Led. Inflam. 
Introd. 25 To collect the suffrages of the surgeons who were 
the examinators. 1833 Fraser’s Mag. XII. 259 It was not 
unusual to obtain a private hint from the examinators on 
•what chapter their questions were to be founded. 1852 
Sir W, Hamilton Discuss. 485 In no European Faculty of 
Arts was Theology a subject on which its examinators had 
a right to question the candidate. 

Examinatorial (egz^minatoa-rial), a. [f. 
late L. examinatori-us (see next) + -AL.] Of or 
pertaining to an examiner or an examination. 

x8 66 Reader 10 Mar. 247/1 A person who has frequently 
felt the examinatorial pulse. 1868 Dickens Lett, 21 Mar., 
Johnnie has my profound sympathy under his examinatorial 
woes. 1881 Sat. Rev. 26 Feb. 270 Examinatorial experience 
is not without its peculiar bitterness. 

Examinatory (egz 0 e'mmato:ri), a. [ad. L. 
examindtori-us belonging to examination, f. ex- 
aminator ; see Examinator and -ory.] = prec. 

1887 Athenaeum 23 July 1:09/3 It. •will probably be found 
more useful for exammatory purposes than the latter. 

1 3ESxa*mine, sb. Obs. exc. Hist. ff. next vb. 
(or ? ad. L. examen, - inis : cf. origin) * Ex- 
amination. Also attrib. 

1603 Anew, supposed Discov. Romish Docir. 43 Therefore 
the examine of such things we entreate may be left to God. 
*630 I. Craven Serin. (1631) 14 Vpon a second examine, it 
may seeme to he personall. 1662 J. Lamont Diary 21 
Sept., Divers persons were excommunicat . . both for ignor- 
ance, and being absent from th e dyetts of examine. 1885 
A. Edgar Old Ch. Life Scot. 124 note. It may be presumed 
that the examine roll was very carefully made up by the 
minister. 

Examine (egzarmin), v. Forms: 4-6 ex- 
amen(e, examyn(e, (4 examini, 5 examne, 
exammsen, 6 examine, exemne), 6-7 examin, 
4 - examine. See also Exame. [ad. F. examiner , 
ad. L. exdmindre to weigh accurately, test, try, 
inquire into, f. examen : see Examen.] 

1 1. tram. To try, test, assay (precious metals, 
etc.). Said both of personal and material agents. 
Also Jig. Obs . 

*I34oHam P ole Psalter xi. 7 Syluyre examynd in fire. 
Ibid. xvi. 4 In fire pou examynd me. 138a Wyclif 2 Sam. 
xxn. 31 The speche of the Lord examynyd bi fier. 1387 
Trevisa Higden (Rolls) VI. u J)is fuyre schal examyne and 
serche alle men dedes. 0 1440 Hylton Sea la Perf (W. de 
W . 1404) xi. xxviii, Suffreth it. .to be well examyned thorugh 
ghostly trybulacyons. 

2. a. To test judicially or critically ; to try by 
a standard or rule. Obs. exc. with mixture of sense 
3 or 6 , to one or other of which phrases like To 
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examine oneself one's conscience , etc. now chiefly 
belong. 

2340 Ayenb. 137 He nele na^t lete ne smal ne grat pet ne 
ssel by examenea. .and y-demd ine pe cort of merci. Ibid. 
153 He ssel. .wel examini his pontes, c 3386 Chaucer M ehb. 
p 236 In examynyng of youre counseiloures, ye schul considre 
many thinges. c 2400 M aundev. (1839) xxxi. 315 pm schewed 
me a boke, pat my boke was examynde by. 1526 Tindale 
3 Cor. xi. 28 Let a man . . examen him silfe and so let him 
eate of the breed and drynke of the cup v — 1 Thess. v. 21 
Examen all thynges and kepe that which is good. 1580 
Baret Alv. E 398 Doe you not examine or measure such 
thinges as he done at Lacedemon, according to your lawes 
and ordinances. 1599 Shaks . Muck Ado 11. 1. 291 Nay 
mocke not. .examine your conscience. 1611 Bible Ps. xxvi. 
a Examine me, 0 Lord, and proue me ; try my reines and 
my heart. 2684 Abp. W. Wake Prep, for Death (1688 26 
We ought . . before it be too late, to examine our Souls, and 
provide for futurity. 1690 J. Harrington Def. Rights Univ. 
Oxford Pref., Examined by the unequal standard of the 
immunities of mean corporations. 

4 b. To try, investigate the guilt or innocence 
of (an accused person). Obs. Cf. 6. 

c 1400 M aundev. (1839) viii. 91 And there was oure Lord 
examyned in the nyght and scourged and smyten. a 1471 
Chron. Rich. II to Hen. VI (Camden 1856) 10 Yf thou . . 
were wel examned,thou hast do more ayens the kyng than I. 
1526 Tindale Acts iv. 9 Yf we.. are examined [so x6ix] of 
the good dede done to the sycke man. 

3. To investigate by inspection or manipulation 
the nature, qualities, or condition of (any object) ; 
to inspect in detail, scan, scrutinize. Also in 
various specific uses : To check, verify in detail 
(a calculation, an account) ; to investigate by in- 
spection or experiment the pathological condition 
of (an organ, a person, or animal) ; to subject to 
autopsy; to search, inspect (baggage, etc.) for 
contraband goods. 

c 1330 R. Brunne Chron. (x8io) 348 pei brouht pe cronykles 
. . pe old chartres & titles . . Of ilk a bisshop se, & ilk a 
priourie. .Examend pam & cast ilk amountment. 1387 
Trevisa Higden (Rolls) III. 205 From humeres he [Picta- 
goras] tornede hym to examyne strenges, and streyned 
guttes and senewes of schepe. 1476 Proclam. 3 Apr. in 
York My si. Introd. 37 To serche, here, and examen all pe 
plaiers and plaies ana pagentes. 1580 Baret Alv. E 397 To 
discusse and examine diligently the account and reckoning 
of the souldiers. _ 1595 Shaks. John 1. i. 89 Mine eye hath 
Well examined his parts, And findes them perfect Richard. 
1644 Milton Areop. (Arb.) 50 It will ask.. the work of 
twenty licencers to examin all the lutes, the violins, and the 
ghittarrs in every house. 2699 Dampier Voy. II. 1. 77 The 
Watch-men. .stand in the Street by the Watch-houses, to 
examin every one that passeth by. 1742 Pope Dime. iv. 234 
The critic Eye. .Sees hairs and pores, examines bit by bit. 
1776 Trial of Nundocomar 23 Doss examined the hooks, 
and found the following entry. 1781-3 Cowper Poet , Oyster -, 
etc . 33 Many a grave and learned clerk, With curious touch 
examines me. If I can feel as well as he. 1828 Scott F. M. 
Perth xix, Let the chirurgeon Dwining examine that poor 
piece of clay, that he may tell us how he came by his fatal 
death, i860 Tyndall Glac. 1. xi. 73 Our guide had examined 
the glacier for some distance. 1876 Grant Burgh Sch. 
Scotl. 11. iv. 154 The visitors, .met to examine the Latin 
versions. 1879 Harlan Eyesight v. 64 Of a large number 
of men examined in Europe., four or five per cent, have 
been found color-blind. 

absol. a 1822 Shelley A llegory ii, Many passed it by 
with careless tread. .But others .. Pause to examine. 

4. To inquire or search into, investigate (a ques- 
tion or subject) ; to consider or discuss critically; 
to try the truth or falsehood of (a proposition, 
statement, etc.). 

1382 Wyclif 2 Macc . i. 34 The kyng byholdynge and dili- 
gently examyninge the thing, made a temple to hym. c 1490 
PlumytonCorr. (Camd. Soc.)76The cause wherof. .hathbene 
..shewed unto you; and.. I desire and pray you reply to 
exammaen it. 1538 Starkey England 1. ii. 28 Thys thyng of 
Socrates semyth to me somewhat straunge . . let vs a ly tyl ex- 
amynthys. 1599 Shaks. Hen. V, iv. i. 69 If you would take 
the paines hut to examine the Warres of Pompey the Great. 
1678 R, L'Estrange Seneca's Mor. (2702) 102 It Exarains 
all the Circumstances of Time. 1704 Addison Italy Pref., 
Few Men. .have Talents or Opportunities for examining so 
copious a Subject. 1785 Reid Jnt. Powers vu ix. (1803) I. 
235 We shall examine this theory afterwards. 1874 Morley 
Compromise (1886) 221 The plea which we are examining. . 
would have to be expressed m this way. 

absol. 1621 Burton Anat. Mel. Democr. (1676)43/2 At 
the first sight all is well, hut farther examine, you shall find 
them wise on the one side, and fools on the other. 

b. with indirect question as obj . ; To inquire, 
try to ascertain. 

1303 R. Brunne Handl. Synne 9618 Prestes shulde . . 
examyne what she [the midwife] couthe. 1526 Pilgr. Perf. 
(W. de W. 1531) 10 God proueth vs, what we be, and .. 
examyneth how moche we profyte in grace. 1594 Hooker 
Eccl. Pol. 1. viii. (2611) 22 Men will not bend their wits to 
examine whether things, .be good or euill. 1647 Clarendon 
Hist. Reb. v. (1843) 204/2 It was time to examin how he 
had lost those Prmledges. 2785 Reid Int. Powers 11. viii. 
(1803) I. 195 To examine whether there might not he other 
first principles. 

5. To test (a person) by questioning ; esp. to 
interrogate in order to test the capacity or know- 
ledge of (a pupil, a candidate for a certificate, 
degree, official employment, etc.). Const, in, fof 
on, upon. 

c 1380 Wyclif Wks. (2880) 40 3 ifony wille. .comen to oure 
hrej?eren. ; late \>e mynystris diligently examyne hem of 
comun fei)? and J>e sacramentis of holy cnirche. 2612 
Brinsley Lud: Lit. iii. 16 Examine them in syllables of 
three letters, after in moe. *725 Prideaux Reform. Univ. 


liii. in Life 235 Such only, as shall obtain a certificate of 
approbation from the two Examiners who examined them 
shall he qualified for the said Degree. 1730 Burgh Rec. 
Dingwall 30 Nov., in Grant Burgh Sch. Scotl. 11, vi. (1876) 
221 The particular passages upon which he was examined 
a 1838 Ld. Eldon in H. Twiss Life I. 57, 1 was examined 
in Hebrew and History. x868 M. Pattison A cadem, Org. 
vi. 251 At the end of the time the poor wretches were 
examined, .on all these subjects. 

absol. x6i2 Brinsley Lud. Lit. xxviii. 283 The Visxtours 
..who are not satisfied, to examine where, and as they 
please. 1863 Royal Charter § 38 in Lond. Univ. Calendar 
(1866) 33 The said Chancellor., shall have power to examine 
for. .the several. .Degrees. 

f b. To put questions on (what has been learned), 

16x2 Brinsley Lud. Lit . vii. 79 Especially examine those 
Verbs often, which haue two Preterperfect tenses. Ibid. 80 
In examining the Syntax, it is the best to do it in Latine. 

0. To interrogate formally, question (esp. a wit- 
ness, an accused person). 

c 1380 Wyclif Sel. Whs. III. 438 3 if alle bisshopis. .and 
freris weren wislyche examyned wheper }?ey weren heretflris, 
ci 425 Wyntoun Cron. viii. xxiv. 54 The dravere he gert 
and o|?ir ma Swa be examynyd, j?at etc. 1333 Earl Derby 
in Ellis Orig. Lett. 1, 1x5 II. 43 William Dalton squyer 
examyned. .deposith and saith. 1549 Compl. Scotl. xii. 98 
Quhen thir ten hyrdis var exemnit . . quhar the samnete 
armye vas campit. <7x590 Marlowe Fait sius (Bullen) vi. 

1 13 Now, Faustus, examine them of their several names 
and dispositions. 1673 Essex Papers (1890) 90 There were 
no questions asked but., what they who were examined 
knew concerning Mr. Peter Talbotts exercising of Eccle- 
siasticall Jurisdiction. 1779 J. FI arris in Lett. 1st Earl 
Malmesbury (1870) I. 410 Sir Guy Carlton was four hours 
being examined at the Bar of the House. x8x8 Cruise 
Digest (ed. 2) V. 429 The usage had always been, upon a 
common recovery against husband and wife, to examine the 
wife. 1838 Penny Cycl. X. 101/2 If a plaintiff consents to 
be examined as a witness his evidence may be admitted, 
i* b. To interrogate under torture. Cf. question . 

1580 Baret Alv. E 395 To take awaie violently, and 
examine by torments. x6n Bible Acts xxii. 24 The chiefe 
captaine . . bad that hee [Paul] should be examined by 
scourging. 1728 Morgan Algiers II. iv. 274 The Tor- 
mentors examined him all the while, and to no Purpose. 

7. inir. f To look carefully, * see to it ’ that, 
etc. (rare), b. To make examination, inquire into. 

17x2 Steele Sped. No. 426 v 2 To examine that no one 
over-heard them. # <2x764 Lloyd Dial. betw. Author # 
Friend , Read their works, examine fair — Show me in- 
vention, fancy there. 1837 Penny Cycl. VIII. 46/1 Authority 
is given to the court.. to examine in a summary manner 
into any offence. X839 Keightley Hist . Eng. II. 90 To 
examine into the charges. 1869 M. Arnold Cult. % An, 
(1882 ) 223 That is, to examine into the nature of real good. 

Hence Exa-mined ppl. a. 

18x7 Selwyn Law Nisi Prius II. 722 To he prepared with 
an examined copy of the writ. x86x W. Bell Diet. Law 
Scot. s. v., In. .English law, an examined copy of a deed. . 
is a copy . .examined and certified by the proper officer. 

Examinee (egzse^minr)- [f. prec. vb. + -be.] 

One examined ; a person under examination. 

1788 T. Twining in Mad. D'Arblay's Diary 20 Jan., 
Don’t you think . . that the Examinee . . has a natural right 
. . to examine the Examiner ? 18x3 Examiner 12 Apr. 228/1 
The answers given by examinees. 1840 New Monthly Mag. 
LVIII. 528 ‘What verb should you like?’ inquired the 
examinee. x868 M. Pattison A cadem. Org. v. 296 What 
kind of knowledge can they [examination questions] be the 
test of, in the examinee ? 

Examiner [egzse-minai). [f, as prec. + -er 1 .] 

1. One who looks into the nature or condition of 
(a person or thing) ; one who inquires or searches 
into (facts'); an investigator. Also fan official 
inspector (obs.). Const, of. 

1561T. Norton Calvin's Inst. iii. 202 Sinne is a spirituall 
leprosie, therfore let vs be also examiners of sinn. 1639 
Massinger Vnnat. Combat v. ii, Be but a just examiner 
of thyself. 1665 Orders Ld. Mayor Lond. in De Foe 
Plague (1840) 39 That these examiners be sworn by the 
aldermen to .. learn .. what persons be sick. x668 Hale 
Pref. Rolls' s Abridgm. 2 He was a strict Searcher and 
Examiner of businesses. 1799 V. Knox Consid. Lords 
Supp. § 21 Wks. 1824 VII, 452 The rigid examiners of 
Christ’s pretensions .. seldom take into consideration . . the 
love of God. 

b. Hence: a frequent title of newspapers. 

1710-X4 Swift, etc. t title) The Examiner. 1808-36 L. 

Hunt, etc. (title) The Examiner. 

c. (More fully Examiner of India Correspond- 
ence.) Under the East India Company, the title 
of an official at the India House, who was re- 
sponsible for the conduct of the Company’s cor- 
respondence. 

*779 Royal /Calender 212 Examiner of India correspond- 
ence, S. Wilks. 1836 Gent. Mag. Aug. 212 The duties of 
his [J. Mill’s] important office, that of Chief Examiner to 
the East India Company. 1883 Encycl. Brit. XVI. 309 
The duty of the so-called examiners was to examine the let- 
ters of the agents of the Company in India, and to draft 
instructions in reply. The character of the Company’s 
government was almost entirely dependent upon their 
abilities as statesmen. 

f 2. One who examines or interrogates (an ac- 
cused person, a witness, etc.) ; one who conducts 
an official inquiry. Obs. 

T530-X Act 22 Hen. VIII, c. 14 If the same person so en- 
dited. .do make suche profe as the saied examiners- .shall 
thynke sufficiente. 1541 R. Copland Maner to Exam. 
Lazares Qij, The examyners ought to enquyre of theym by 
the prymatyfe causes of lepry. *557 Paynell Barclay's 
Jugivrth 44 He was electe to be one of the examinours or 
commyssioners to make inquisicion of these thre pointes 
rehersed. a 1676 Hale Com. Law Eng. xii. § 9 A crafty 
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Clerk, Commissioner, or Examiner, will make a Witness 
speak what he truly never meant. x68x-6 J. Scott Chr. 
Life (i747 t HI. 606 Nor did they [the Apostles], .alter any 
one of them [Circumstances] upon different Examinations 
before different Examiners. 

b. spec. An officer, formerly of the Court of 
Chancery, now of the High Court of Justice, whose 
duty it is to take the depositions of witnesses when 
so directed by the court. Formerly more fully 
Examiner in Chancery. 

3 . A person appointed to conduct an examina- 
tion of pupils, candidates for degrees, etc. 

1715 [See Examine 5]. z86x Times 29 Aug., To defeat 
cramming is the most useful, .art of the Examiner. x886 
Oxf. Univ. Calendar 56. An Examination, .conducted by the 
Regius Professor of Civil Law.. with three or four other 
Examiners. 

Hence ExaminersMp, the office of examiner. 

1880 in Webster Supp. x88i A thenseum 14 May 655/2 It 
ought to make examinerships less the monopoly of resident 
tutors than they have been. 1885 Law Times 25 July 
237/1 Solicitors would not like to take paid examinerships 
on the terms suggested. 

Examining (egzarminig), vbl. sb. [f. Ex- 
amine v. + -ing 1 .] The action of the vb. Ex- 
amine, in various senses. 

c 1386 Chaucer Melib. r 236 In the examynyng of 3oure 
counseiloures. c 1460 Towneley Myst. 193, I my self shalle 
make examynyng. 1590 Sir J. Smyth Disc, Weapons 20, I 
will now therefore proceed to the consideration and examin- 
ing of three most important things. 1612 Brinsley Lud. 
Lit . xxil 11627) 2 57 This strict examining will be a good 
meanes to make them attentive. 1884 Pall Mall G. 2 Apr. 
6/1 Unskilled examining is doing serious damage to the 
cause of education. 

attrib. 1793 Nelson 14 Feb. in Nicolas Disp. (1845'' I 
300 He must be in London before the 7th of March as that 
is the examining day. 

If Used gerundially with omission of in. 

*815 Mrs. Pilkington Celebrity I. 222 During the time 
the wound was examining, Augustus worked himself up to 
a pitch of agony. 

Examining, ppl. a. [f. as prec. + -ing 2 .] 
That examines ; appointed to examine. 

1783 Lett. Radcliffe $ James (Oxf. Hist. Soc.) 232 The 
Bishop of Lincoln ordains. Bowerbank acts as examining 
chaplain. 1868 M. Pattison Academ . Org. vi. 244 Oxford 
is now, with respect to its candidates for honours, little 
more than an examining body. 

Hence Examintagly culv., in an examining or 
scrutinizing manner ; searchingly. 

1876 Geo. Eliot Dan. Der. vn. li. She still kept her hand 
in his, and looked at him examiningly. 3890 Chamb. Jrnl. 

4 Jan. 1 6/1 He looked at her so examiningly that she could 
not but pause. 

Examplar egza-mplai),^. Nowrw. Forms: 

5 examplaire, -ayre, -eir, -ire, exawmplere, 
5-7 exampler, 6- examplar. [a. OF. examplaire , 
exemplaire (see Exemplar), semi-learned form of 
essamplaire :--late L. exemplarium , f. exemplum 
Example sb. 

Now almost superseded by exemplar ; it is possible that 
some of the recent instances may be merely misprints.] 

X. A pattern, model ; a perfect specimen (of 
some quality) ; a person or thing to be imitated. 

c 1430 Lydg. in Pol. Rel . <$• L. Poems 47 Moder of ihesu, 
myrrour of chastite. .Trew examplire of verginite. 1483 
Caxton G. de la Tour D iij b, After thexamplayre of his 
sone. 1561 T. Norton Calvin' s Inst. iv. 60 They .. toke 
their examplar out of the dotages of the Gentiles. ^ 1568 
E. Tilney Flower of Friendship, A silent person is the 
exampler of wisedome. 1582 N. T. (Rhem.) Heb. ix. 23 It 
is necessarie therefore that the examplers of the caelestials 
be cleansed with these. 1603 Daniel Panegyr. King 1 xxiii, 
There, great examplar ! prototype of kings ! 1794 Paley 
Evid. (18251 II. 3x1 He could no longer have a living ex- 
amplar to copy from. 18S0 Thackeray Round. Papers , 
Nil nisi bonum 228 An examplar of goodness, probity, and 
pure life. 

f b. ? A deterrent example. Obs. 

[3560 (see Examplar a. .] 

f 2 . A book of (moral) examples. Obs. rare— 1 . 

1483 Caxton G. de la Tour Aij, I tolde them that I wolde 
make a book and an examplayre for my doughters. 

3 . f A copy, transcript {obs.). b. An exemplar 
(of a book), one of the 4 copies ’ of which the 
edition consists. 

3413 Lydg. Pilgr. Sowle iv. xxix. (1859) 62 Euery good 
kynge is preised by the exampler [Fr. lexemplaire\, figure, 
or statua of his good condicion, and knowen therby, ryght 
as a man is knowen by his visage. C1475 Partenay Prol. 
131 That I ther take the exampleir wold Off a boke of his 
which that he had made. 157a W. Malim in Hakluyt Voy. 
(1599) II- 1- 121 With what paine and diligence, I referre me 
to them which are skilful! in the Italian tongue, or may the 
better iudge, if it please them to trie the same, casting 
aside this exampler. 3880 A cademy 4 Sept. 163/1 Pamphlets 
existing in unique examplars. 

+ 4 / A piece of needlework containing examples 
of stitches, etc. : see Sampler. Obs. 

1530 Palsgr. 217/2 Exampler for a woman to workeby, 
exempts. 1583 Rich Phy lotus <$• Emelia (1835) 13 She might 
goe seeke out her examplers, and to peruse whiche woorke 
would doe beste in a Ruffe. 

t Exa*mplar, a. Obs. Also 6 examplair. [ad. 
OF. examplaire : see Exemplar al\ — Exemplary 
in various senses : a. Serving or fitted to serve as 
an example, pattern, or model ; b. ? Serving as a 
deterrent (quot. 1560; but this may be an instance 
of prec. sb.). 


. Rolland Crt. Venus n. 819 To that fait [unchastity 
in a Vestal] is na grace, Bot eirditquik, to the laif examplair. 
3602 T. Fitzherbert Defence S Wee ad therto his religious 
lyfe, so examplar for all kynd of vertue. at 3631 Donne 
m Selections <1840) 26 Wash thyself in these three examplar 
baths of Christ’s tears. 

Examplary : see Exemplary. 

Example (egzcrmp’l), sb. Forms : 4-6 ex- 
ample, exsamnple, 5-6 exaumple, -awmple, (5 
axampil, exsawxnple, 6 exampul(l), 5-6 Sc. 
exaimpie, exampill, -empill, 5- example, [a. 
OF. example, exemple , a refashioning (after Lat.) 
of earlier essample (see Asaumple) L. exem- 
plum, f. exem-, eximere to take out : see Exempt. 
The primary sense is thus ‘something taken out, a 
Sample, specimen’. The main Eng. senses are 
derived from Lat. through Fr. In the arrange- 
ment below the presumed logical order has been 
adopted in preference to the order in which the 
senses are recorded in Eng. See also Asaumple, 
Ensample, Sample, which are ultimately the same 
word.] 

1 . A typical instance ; a fact, incident, quota- 
tion, etc. that illustrates, or forms a particular case 
of, a general principle, rule, state of things, etc. ; 
a person or thing that may be taken as an illustra- 
tion of a certain quality. Phrases, For , by way 
of, example ; formerly also (ellipt.) example in 
same sense. 

1447 Bokenham Seyntys Introd. (Roxb.) 3 And to thys 
manyfold of nature Exaimplys, acordyth weel scrypture. 
3538 Starkey England 1. i. 22 They see exampullys of 
many and dyverse, wych wythout profyt had attemptyd 
the same. 3548 Gest Fr. Masse 123 Example his reporting 
of the baptisme wordes over himselve. .maketh nether bap- 
tisme ne absolution. 3553 Abi>. Hamilton Catech . (3884) 12 
Foure familiar exempilles drawin fra the haly. scripture. 
1585 Jas. I. Ess. Poesie (Arb.) 61 As for exempill man 
not say Then feir nocht Nor heir ocht. 1631 Bible Transl. 
Pref 2 Wee shall finde many the like examples. 1663 Ger- 
bier Counsel 52 Eight pence difference, example, There 
goeth four load of Sand. 1697 Dryden AEneid Ded. Wks. 
1887 XIV. 164 Can we, for example, give the praise of va- 
lour to a man who [etc.]. 1752 Hume Ess. 4 Treat. (1777) 
I. 210 No criticism can be instructive which . , is not full 
of examples and illustrations. 2842 W. Grove Corr. Phys. 
Forces 62, I might weary you with examples, showing that, 
etc. i860 Tyndall Glac. n. vail. 265 Almost all glaciers 
present examples of such [glacier] tables. 1875 Jowett 
Plato fed. 2 > I. 273 A round, for example, Is ‘a figure* and 
not simply * figure *. 3885 F. Temple Relat. Relig. <$• Sc. 

iii. 69 The wilt is to Science the first example of power. 

b. A problem framed to exemplify a rule in 
arithmetic, mathematics, etc. ; an exercise. 

1674 Playford Skill Mus. it 96 Practice to play this Ex- 
ample of the Notes ascending and descending. 1847 Good- 
win {title), A Collection of Problems and Examples adapted 
to the Elementary Course of Mathematics. 1888 Wolsten- 
holme {titles Examples for Practice in the use of Seven- 
figure Logarithms. 

c. A specimen (of workmanship). Also, a 
4 copy’ of a book, etc. (now only with reference to 
rarities). 

2530 Palsgr. 217/2 Example of a boke, copie. a 1553 
Ascham in Fleming Panopl. Episi. (1576) 437, I have 
sent examples [of this Epistle] to the Kinges majestie, and 
the rest of that noble and gallant companie. 1578 Lyte 
Dodoens 1. v. 11 Whiche a man shall finde described in some 
examples of JDioscorides, j 2875 Fortnum Majolica v. 48 
This Florentine porcelain is especially rare ; scarcely thirty 
examples being known to exist. 1880 Daily News 2 Dec. 
5/3 A London bookseller lately disposed of an example for 
four shillings and sixpence. Mod. The gallery contains 
several examples of this master. 

2 . Logic. — Gr. wapadeiyiMi (Aristotle). The spe- 
cies of argument in which the major premiss of 
a syllogism is assumed from a particular instance. 

a 1679 Hobbes Rhet. 1. ii. (1681) 3 An Example is a short 
Induction, and an Enthymeme a. short _ Syllogisme. 1774 
Reid A ristotle's Logic iv. § 7 Aristotle gives some observa- 
tions upon imperfect syllogisms ; such as. .example, which 
is an imperfect induction, i860 Abp. Thomson Laws Tk. 
249 The Example is an argument which proves some thing 
to be true in a particular case from another particular case. 
1875 Jowett Plato (ed. 2) IV. 505 Example comes into use 
when we identify something unknown with that which is 
known. 

3 . A signal instance of punishment intended to 
have a deterrent effect ; a warning, caution ; a 
person whose fate serves as a deterrent to others* 
Chiefly in phrases, f For, f in example, to make 
(a person, etc.) an example, an example of (a 
person ) ; also, to take example. 

1382 Wyclif Jude i. 7 Sodom and Gomor .. ben maad 
ensaumple [v.r. exsaumple], sustenynge peyne of euerlast* 
inge fijr. 1548 Hall Chron. 204 Caused the lord Welles. . 
to be behedded there, to the terrible example of other, 
which shal put their confidence in the promise of a prince. 
1568 Grafton Chron. 1253 Hanged at Greenewiche. .for rob- 
beries, in example of all other, c 1592 Marlowe Massac. 
Parts iii. iv. All rebels under Heaven Shall take example by 
his punishment. 1599 Shaks. Much Ado v.\. 332 An arrant 
knaue. . which I beseech your worship to correct your selfe, 
for the example of others. 1633 Star Chamb, Cases (Cam- 
den) 76 Brought to the barre to be punished for example 
sake. 1665 Manley Grotius * Low C. Warres 389 Let these 
mens unhappy examples be a warning to others. 1711 Ad- 
dison Sped. 1 6 r 3, I. .will not be provoked . . to make an 
Example of any particular Criminal. 1793 Gouv. Morris 


in Sparks Life <5* Writ. (1832) II. 388 The examples are so 
striking and terrifying that every individual trembles. 1803 
Pic Nic No. 4 ( 18061 1 . 140 They must be made an example 
of. 1827 Pollok Course T. x. Has he not given at times 
Example fierce of wrath and judgment? 

4. A parallel case in the past ; also in phrases, 
beyond, without example. 

1530 Palsgr. 217/2 Example a symilitude of a thyng, ex- 
emple. 2595 Shaks. John m. iv. 13 Such temperate order in 
so fierce a course, Doth want Example. 1707 Freind Peter- 
borow's Cond. Sp. 50 A Discipline and Generosity without 
example. 1726 Butler Serm . iv. 76 He was mild and 
gentle beyond Example. 1817 Pari. Deb. 205 The demand 
upon gunsmiths for every species of fire-arms has been be- 
yond all former example. 3:821 Shelley Hellas Pref., A 
spirit and a wisdom which has few examples. 

5. A precedent appealed to, to justify or authorize 
any course of action, arch, or Obs. 

1509-10 Act. 1 Hen. VI H, c. 20 § 1 That thees grauntz 
be not take in example to the Kyngez of England in tyme 
to com me. 1581 Savile Tacitus' Hist. iv. x . (1591) 188 
Hordeonius. .beganne a very ill example, that all letters 
sent from abroade should be deliuered to the standerd- 
bearers of the Legions. 3647-8 Cotterell Davila's Hist. 
Fr. (1678 ' ii Katherine of Medicis. .according to many Ex- 
amples of former times, pleaded the right . . to assume . . 
the regency. 1700 Tyrrell Hist. Eng. II. 85-} With a 
Saving Clause, that it should not be drawn into Example. 

0. A person’s action or conduct regarded as an 
object of imitation ; often qualified by adjs. good, 
bad, evil , etc. Phrases, 7o give, leave, set an 
example. Also, a person whose conduct ought to 
be imitated ; a 4 pattern’ of excellence. 

1382 Wyclif 1 Tim. iv. 12 Be thou ensaumple |>. r. ex- 
saumple] of feithful men in word . . in feith, in chastite. c 1460 
Fortescue Abs. § Lim. Mon. (1714) 10 They, by Example 
of Nembroth, made them Realmys, 1470-85 Malory 
Arthur 11. i, Gyuyng example to alle the Barons. ^ c 1500 
Lancelot 3099 Neuer we . . mycht Have bet axampil than 
iffith ws 3one knycht. 1570 Ascham Sckolem, (Arb.) 66 
This Court also neuer lacked many faire examples, for 
yong ientlemen to folow. 1664 Evelyn Kal. Hori, (1729) 
185 Forc’d either to Imitate, or as I do, to celebrate your 
Example. 3718 Rowr tr. Lucan 1, He copies from his 
master Sylla well, And would the dire example far excell. 
1796 H. Hunter St. Pierre's SUtd. Nat, (1799) III. 588 Of 
this our own Country ought to set the example to the Na- 
tions. 1853 Robertson Serm. Ser. n._ 241 You copy the 
outline of a model : you imitate the spirit of an example. 
3870 Dickens E. Drood viii, If you will set me that ex- 
ample, I promise to follow it. 

b. In generalized sense : Action or conduct that 
induces imitation ; hence , 4 influence that disposes 
to imitation * (J.). 

1398 Trevisa Barth, De P. R. it. xvi. (149s) Cija/r 
The angels take by yefte and yeue forth by example. 3653 
Walton Angler 47 Well, you know what example is able 
to do. a 1680 Butler Rem. (1759) I. 73 Example, that im- 
perious Dictator Of all that’s good, or bad to human Na- 
ture. a 1729 J. Rogers 19 Serm iv. (1735)70 Example is a 
Motive of a very prevailing Force on the Actions of Men. 
1796 Burke Regie. Peace i. Wks. VIII. 396 Example is the 
school of mankind. 1871 Smiles Charac . ii. (1876) 35 Ex- 
ample is far more than precept. It is instruction in action. 

C. To take example : to learn by, or copy, the 
example of another. Const, f at, by, J* of. 

c 1386 Chaucer Prol. 568 A gentil Maunciple was ther of 
a temple, Of which achatours mighten take exemple. 3477 
Earl Rivers (Caxton) Dictes 86 He is right happy that can 
chastyse himself taking example by other. 3548 Udall, 
etc. Erasm. Par. John 103 b, Ye shall take exaumple at 
me. 1587 Mirr. Mag., Porrex ix, Example take you 
Princes of the land, 3611 Cotgr., Exemplairement , ex- 
emplarily ; for others to follow, or to take example by. 
1632 Sherwood, To take example by, patronner. 

d. Of {bad) example (~L. mali exempli, Fr. de 
mauvais exemple). rare. 

3865 M. Arnold Ess. in Criticism 66 Some people will 
say these are little things ; they are not, they are of bad 
example. 

^ e. A pattern, design to be copied. Obs. (A 
mere Latinism.) 

1539 Bible (Taverner) 1 Chron. xxviiL 12 Dauid gaue 
Salomon his son the paterneof the porch, .and the example 
of that was in his mynde. 3609 — (Douay) Num, viii. 4 Ac- 
cording to the example which our Lord shewed to Moyses, 
so wrought he the candlesticke. 

If 7. An alleged designation for a company (of 
4 masters’). Obs.— 0 

3486 Bk. St. Albans F vij a, A Example of maisteris 

8 . Comb., as example-giver. 

3540 Coverdale Fruitf. Less. 1.(1593) Rivb, Before vs we 
haue an high perfect example giuer. 

Example (egzcrmpT), v. Also 5 exawmplyn, 
5-6 exaumple, 6 exemple. [f. prec. sb. Cf. 
OF. exemplierl) 

1 . trans. To exemplify ; to furnish a model or 
pattern of; to find or give an example or instance 
of; also with sentence as obj. Obs. exc. in passive. 

0x440 P romp. Parv. 144/2 Exawmplyn, exemplifico. C1449 
Pecock Repr. 452 For to exaumple bi hise dedis to othere 
men the seid iiij 1 principal governaunce. 1556 J. Heywood 
Spider <$• F. lxxviii. 128 My meaning, .last exampled by my 
fleeing with flise. 3508 Chapman Iliad iv. 238 He examples 
this With toiling, like the worst, on foot. 3613 Sherley 
Trav. Persia 18 To example to other how much it pleaseth 
God to fauour good intentions. 3655 E. Terry Voy. E. 
India 218 Keeping to their old fashions exampled to them 
by their predecessors. 3795 Southey Joan of A rc vi. 343 
Bxampling hardiest deeds, Salisbury struck down the foe. 
1828 Carlyle in Foreign Rev. II. 1x6 Of an interest alto- 
gether peculiar, and not in this degree exampled in recent 
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literature. 1879 Mosley Burke 89 Burke devoted himself to 
this duty with a fervid assiduity that has not often been 
exampled, and has never been surpassed, 
b. Of things : To be an example of. 

2881 Athenaeum 25 June 840/1 Mr. Arnold quotes, as ex- 
ampling Wordsworth at his highest, the single line, Will no 
one tell me what she sings ? 

To bold forth (a person) as an example. 
Also with out. Ohs. 

1625 Fletcher Lover's Progr. n. iii, You are the pat- 
tern of fair friendship, Exampled for your love. 1639 W. 
Sclater (Jun.) Worthy Communicant 7 The stroke of 
God’s displeasure ; of which Nadab and Abihu . . are ex- 
ampled out for our warning. 1654 Gaytom Pleas. Notes 
iv. xx. 268 Fortune had an intent to example him., for his 
sufferings, 

1 8. To furnish an antecedent example or pre- 
cedent for ; to justify by precedents. Ohs. 

1587 (title), A Defence of the honorable Sentence and 
Execution of the Queene of Scots, exempled with analo- 
gies. 1588 Shaks. L. L. L. 1. ii. 222 That I may example 
my digression by some mighty president. 1395 — • John iv. 
iii. 57 [This shall] proue a deadly blood-shed but a lest, 
Exampled by this heynous spectacle. 

4. f a. Of things : To serve as an example or 
warning to (obsl). b. Of persons: To set an ex- 
ample to, ■instruct by example, rare. 

\ 2592 Greene Art Conny-catch. rit. 25 Let the poore Cut- 
lers mishap example others. 1631 Laud Seven Sertn. 1 1651) 
25 And what a Kings Son may learne, when he is exampled 
y such a Father. 1772 J. Woolman JrnL x. (1840) 147 
Placing children, .where they may be likely to he exampled 
and instructed. 18x6 Coleridge Statesm. Man. { 1839) 315 
Taught by God’s word, exampled by God’s providence, 
commanded by God’s law. . 1881 W. E, Henley in Aca- 
demy 27 Aug. 156/1 The pair settle quietly down ..gene- 
rally exampling their friends and neighbours. 1883 E. Bal- 
four in Mag. Art Aug. 398 They. .example those whom 
they are engaged in teaching. 

+ 5. intr. a. To serve as an example or warning, 
b. To quote an example. Ohs. 

2572 Henryson Mot. Fables 28 This suddaine death . . of 
this false Tod. .examples exhortand folke to amend. 1599 
B. Jonson Cynthia's Rev. v. ii, I will example unto you: 
Your opponent makes entiy as you are engaged with your 
mistress. 

Hence Examapled ppl. a., that is made an ex- 
ample. Exa-mpling ppl. a., that sets an. example. 

a 1637 B. Jonson Underwoods, Epithal. x, Search, Sun, 
and thou wilt find They are th’ exampled Paire, and mir- 
rour of their kind. 17x5-20 Pope Iliad vx. 75 A dreadful 
lesson of exampled fate. cx 6 xx Chapman Iliad iv. 337 Thy 
brave exampling hand Might double our young Grecian 
spirits. 

t Bxa'mpleleSS, a. Ohs. rare. Also 7 ex- 
amplesse. [f. Example sh. + -less.] Without an 
example or precedent ; unexampled. 

1603 Florio Montaigne iil xii. (1632) 587 What is become 
of that .. wonderfull examplelesse example ? 1603 B. Jon- 
son Sejanus n. iv, So examplesse [riir] and vnblam'd a life, 
As that of the renown’d Geimanicus. 

Exampleship (egza'mp’IJip). rarer- 1 , [f. 
Example sh. + -ship.] The function of setting an 
example. 

1864 Sat. Rev. XVIII. 743 '2 Exampleship belongs to 
them [the queen on her throne, the father in his family, 
etc.] as a sort of heritage. 

f Exa*mplify, v. Ohs. rare— 1 , [f. Ex- prefix 1 
+ Amplify.] tram. = Amplify. 

1677 Wycherley Plain Dealer 111 i, I will, as I see cause, 
extenuate, or examplify Matter of Fact. 

Examplify, obs. form of Exemplify. 
JCxamply, var, of Exemply v. Obs. i 

Exam 

1597 Gerard Herbal, SuppL to Taole Eng. Names, 
Exan is Croswort, yet not our Cruciata. 

f Exangera’tion. Ohs. rare, [irreg. f. Ex- 
pref. 1 + Anger v. + -ation.] Provocation to anger. 

1632 E. H. Arraignm. Whole Creature xviii. 306 Instead 
of hoped Contentation : wee reape vexation, exangeration, 
distraction. Ibid. 307 They subject the Soule to exceeding 
divisions, distractions, exangerations and vexations. 

. Exanguin, -guious, -guous, etc.: see Exs-. 
+ Exa*ngnl0US, a. Obs-* [f. Ex- prefix^ 
L angul- us Angle + -ous.] Without angles or 
cornets. 1730-6 in Bailey (foliol. 2775 in Ash, eta 
f Exa’nimal, a. [ad, L. exanimdl-is, 

f. ex- (see Ex-) 4* anima breath. Cf. animal .] 
Lifeless, breathless. 1730-6 in Bailey (folio). 
Exanimate (egz-, eks^-mm/t), ppl a. [ad. L. 
exanimat -us, pa. pple. of exanimdre : see next.] 

1. Deprived of life, lifeless, dead ; rarely of an 
inorganic substance * Inanimate. 

*53 2 Huloet, Exanimate or kylled, cmfedus. 2390 
Spenser F. Q. ii. xii. 7 Ships, which had been wrecked 
late, .stuck with carcases exanimate. 2635 Swan Spec. M. 
ix. § 1 (1643) 469 Oftentimes by dust and knocks they 
[bears] are almost exanimate and without life. 2804 J, 
Grahame Sabbath (1839) 23/2 The circling halo beam’d .. 
Upon that face, clothed in a smile benign, Though yet 
exanimate. 2848 Miller First Imfir. ii. <1857) 23 It is a 
petrifaction— a fossil . . an exanimate stone. 1858 Chamh. 
find. IX. 338 Thither, almost exanimate from fright.. was 
he conveyed. 

■ b. Lifeless in appearance ; without respiration. 

*6 x p R. Jones Serm. in Phenix (1708) II. 490 They were 
exanimate ; but whether that Fit held them only by way of 
Syncope, or [eta], 2837 Old Commodore I. 219 Exanimate, 
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collapsed, the Commodore . . was . . lifted on board. 2849 
Lytton Caxtons xviii. viii, Squills, again closed his eyes, 
and became exanimate. 

2. Deprived or destitute of animation or courage; 
spiritless. 

c 1334 tr. Pol. Verg \ Eng. Hist. (Camden) L 185 At whose 
fall the residew became so harteles.se and exanimate that. . 
they were all slayne. 2668 Wilkins Real Char . 253 Out of 
heart, crest-fain, exanimate. 2728 Thomson Spring 1049 
The grey morn Lifts her pale lustre on. the paler wretch 
Exanimate by love. 2808 J. Barlow Columb . v. 853 Pale, 
curbed, exanimate, in dull despair. 1842 Frasef s Mag. 
XXV. 217 The comparatively exanimate productions of a 
hundred moralists. 

Exanimate (egz-, eksse-nim^t), v. rare in 
mod. use. Also 7 exanimat, [f. L. exanimdt- 
ppl. stem of exanimdre to deprive of life, f. ex- 
out + anima breath of life.] 

f L trims . a. To deprive of life; to kill. b. 
To deprive of the appearance of life ; to render 
breathless or unconscious. Ohs. 

1393 B. Barnes Parihenophil § P , Sonn. lvi, Thy love, 
which doth each part exanimate. 2620 Venner Via Recta 
(1650) 225 A Charcoal-fire will quickly exanimate you and 
cast you intoa sowne._ 1657 Tomlinson Renou's Disp. 24 
That they might exanimate . . all those whose life . . they 
envy or hate. 

b. fig. humorous. To knock the breath out of. 

1878 Fraser’s Mag. XVII. 738 Mr. Sayce has furnished 
enough grammatical details, not only to * flutter * the Ary- 
ans, but to exanimate most believers in a grammar at all. 

f2. To deprive of courage or spirit; to dis- 
hearten, dispirit . Ohs. 

2352 in Huloet. 2567 Dr ant Horace' Epist. n. LGvj, 
These two doth much exanimate And strykes the hart full 
coulde. 1638 A. Read Chirurg. ii. 14 Ustion . . is horrible 
to the . . apprehension ; for it doth in a manner exanimat 
cowardly persons. 2667 Flavkl Saint Indeed <1754) 241 
If it be attended. .with suffering, it will exanimate and 
sink him. 1721-1800 in Bailey. 

Hence Exa*nimated, Exa*nimating ppl. adjs. 

2689 T. Plunket Char . Gd. Commander 3 But our brave 
Hero, whom I now describe, Is none of that exanimated 
Tribe. 2607 Topsell Four-f. Beasts (1673) 341 The old 
Magicians by reason of this exanimating property, did not 
a little glory in these beasts. 

Examination (egz-, ekssemim^-Jbn). [ad. L. 
exanimdiion-em , n, of action f. exanimdre : see 
Exanimate *r] 4 a. Deprivation of life {obs. ). 

b. ‘Apparent death from swooning* {Syd. Sot r. 
Lex. 1884 k e. Deprivation of spirits, dishearten- 
ing, discouragement. 

# a 2670 Mayn waring Vita Sana xvi. 248 Fear, .scatter- 
ing [the spirits] from the Fountain of Life, into the external 
parts, making a dissolution almost to exanimation. 

b. 1731-2800 Bailey, Exanimation . . a swooning or 
such a sinking of the Spirits as is attended with the Loss of 
Sense for some time. 

C. 2604 T. Wright Passions v. 175 Euery accent . . ex- 
clamation, indignation, .exanimation, exultation, fitly deli- 
vered, is, etc. 2635 Valentine Four Sea- Serm. 55 An 
exanimation of the mariners. .because of the greatnesse of 
the danger. 

II Ex animo (eks arnimn). [L. ex out of + 
animo , abl. of animus soul.] Literally : From the 
soul ; hence, heartily, sincerely. 

^ 2612 Brinsley Lud. Lit. xviii. (1627) 214 To dispute, as 
If ex animo in good earnest, with all contention and vehe- 
mencie. 1843 Robertson in Life T. 101 As to the Church 
of England, I am hers, ex animo. 

t Exa’nimoTlS, a. obs.-* [f. L. exanim-is 
lifeless + -ous.] (See quot.) 

2730-6 Bailey ifoli d), Exanimous, without spirit or life. 
Hence in Johnson and in mod. Diets. 

t Exa nnaal, a. Obs. rare- 1 . [App. f. Ex- 
p ref ix 1 + Annual. ] In Exannual Roll', a roll 
kept at the Exchequer to which debts to the 
Crown presumed to be irrecoverable were trans- 
ferred, instead of being carried forward in the 
4 Annual Roll * from year to year. 

1630 Order Ci. of Exchequer in Hale Sheriffs Accompts 
(1683) 96 So much of the said Firmes as. .are become illevi- 
able, shall be.. conveyed out of the said annual Roll and 
Sheriffs Accompts into the exannual Roll of this Court. 

Exaunulate (eksarnizH#), Ct. Bot. [f. Ex- 
priv. + Annul-us + -ATE 2 .] Having no annulus 
or ring round the sporangium, as certain ferns; 
opposed to Annulate. 

2862 Bentley Bot. 369 Those in which the ring is absent 
are said to be exannulate. 2880 Gray Struct, Bot. x. § 2. 
361 Not dehiscent, exannulate. 

+ Exa*nxLulose f a. Zool. Obs. [f. Ex- priva- 
tive + Annul-us + -ose.] Of certain invertebrate 
animals : Having a body not consisting of rings 
or ring-like segments. 

’ _■ 2832 J oHnston in Proc. Benv. Nat. Club. 1. 8 Communica- 
tions relating to the exannulose invertebrate tribes have 
been made as yet only by myself. 

Hxantfralose (eksse-n^aDus), Min. [£ Gr. 
*£avG-4uv (see Exanthema) -i- dx-s salt + -ose. 
(First used in Fr. by Beudant Mineral. ( 1832 ) II. 
475-)] (See quots.) 

2837 R. Allan Phillips' Min. 298 Exantholose. 2844 
Dana Min. max. 2868 Ibid. 637 Exantholose . . is a white 
efflorescence, such as results from the exposure to the air 
of glauber salt. 2882 Watts Did. Chem. XL 613 Exantha - 
lose, native sulphate of sodium. 


Bxanthem (ekssem])em). Bath. [Anglicized 
fonn of next] «= next. 

2636 Blount Glossogr., E. rant hemes, the Small-Pox, 
wheals or pushes in a mans skin, ^Measles. 1861 Bumstead 
Ven. Dis. (1879) 737 The extensive superficial exanthems 
are peculiar to the first months of the disease. 1876 J. S. 
Bristows Th. fy Prod. Med, 290 The term exanthem . . 
should be exclusively applied to the several eruptions which 
attend and characterise the infectious fevers. 

II Exanthema (eks^n^z-mak PI. -ata. pate 
L., a. Gr. k^avB-qim eruption, f. l£av6Utv } f. l£~ out 
+ avQknv to blossom, f. avQos blossom.] 

1, Path. An efflorescence, eruption, or rash such 
as takes place in measles, small-pox, etc. Also, 
a disease characterized by efflorescence ; an erup- 
tive disease. Chiefly//. 

2637 Pkys. Did., Exanthemata, the small pox are pus- 
tules, ana the measles spots which, etc. 2766 Smollett 
Trav. I. xxiv. 367 Some few persons of gross habits have 
..been seized with putrid fevers, attended with exanthe- 
mata. 2806 Med. JrnL XV. 383 Frambcesia . . resembles 
variola and the other exanthemata. 1876 tr. Wagner’s Gen, 
Pathol. 15 Certain febrile affections, especially the acute 
exanthemata. 

2. Bot. Blotches and eruptive excrescences on 
the surface of leaves. 

1866 in Treas. Bot . 2884 in Syd. Soc. Lex . 

Exanthematic (ekssemjtfmartik), a. Path. 
[f. Gr. (£av$7]fMT-, stem of l£avQr]iia (see prec.) + 
-IC.] Of or pertaining to, or of the nature of, an 
exanthema; eruptive. 

i860 in Mayne Exp. Lex. 1869 E. A. Parkes Pract. 
Hygiene (ed, 3) 106 Hospital gangrene is a precursor of ex- 
anthematic typhus. 

Exanthematology (e^ks^nk/mat^Tod^i). [f. 
as prec. : see -logy.] The doctrine or study of 
the exanthemata ; a treatise on eruptive fevers. 

[1730-6 Bailey (folio), Exanthematologia, an account or 
treatise of eruptive fevers, the measles and small pox.] i860 
in Mayne Exp. Lex . 1884 in Syd. Soc. Lex. 

Exanthematous (ekssenjf-matss), a. [f. as 
prec. + -ous.] Of, or pertaining to, or of the 
nature of an exanthema ; efflorescent. 

2753 Johnson, Exanthematous, pustulous ; efflorescent ; 
eruptive. 2780 Layard Cattle Distemp. in Phil. Trans. 
LXX. 543 The contagion was not of the exanthematous 
sort. 2836 Todd Cycl. Anat. I. 429/1 In the exanthematous 
diseases, the blood partakes of the general disorder of the 
system. 1838 Penny Cycl. X. 108/1 Fever is an essential 
element in exanthematous disease. 

Exantiline (eksarn^ink [f. Gr. l^avB-kuv 
(see Exanthema) + -ink.] The Purree or Indian 
yellow of India. 2873 in Ure Did. Arts. 

+ Exa-ntlate, Ct. Obs. rare— 1 , [ad. L exant- 
lat-us, pa. pple. of exantldre : see Exantlate zl] 
Pumped out ; drained. 

1652 Biggs New Disp. p 8i Not yet exantlate and ex- 
hausted with generating and concocting. 

t Exa’Htlate, V- Obs. [f. L. exantldt- ppl. 
stem of exantldre to draw out ( a liquid). 

The etymology of the L. word is disputed ; some, relying 
on the variant spelling ex anclare (which seems to be the 
better attested of the two), consider it to be f. ex- out+an- 
culus servant, so that the primary sense would he * to draw 
(water, etc.) as a servant.’ Others regard the word as ad. Gr. 
l^avrkeiv to pump out, empty diquids), f. e£ out+airAos 
hold of a ship. In any case the fig. use of exantlare or 
exanclare for * to endure to the uttermost ’ must have been 
suggested by the precisely similar use of the Gr. word.] 

1., trans. To draw out as from a well. 

c 1650 Charleton cited by Blount Glossogr. (1656) [c£ 
quot. 2630 s. v. Exantlation]. 

2. To waste away, spend, exhaust. Also refit. 

1660-3 Boyle Usef. Nat. Phil. n. v, Acid or saline liquors, 
which .. soon coagulate, or exantlate themselves by work- 
ing, and thereby become unfit for future operations. 1680 
— Scept. Chem. II. 117 By time those seeds are Wearx’d, or 
Exantlated, or unable to Act their Parts, .any Longer. 

+ Exantla'tion. Obs. [f. prec. : see -ation.] 

1. The action of drawing out, as water from a 
well ; fig. only. 

2646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. 1. v. 28 Truth which wise 
men say doth lye in a well, is not recoverable but by exant- 
lation. 1650 Charleton tr. Van Helmonfs Delir. Catarrh i 
Pref. 7 A deplorable remora to the timely exantlation of 
Truth. 1704 Swift T. Tub Introd., To draw up by exant- 
lation or display by incision. 1732-1800 in Bailey; and 
in mod. Diets. 

2. Exhaustion ; exhausted condition. 

2632 Biggs New Disp , 42 Most of them have annexed 
their own cruelties, .rottennesse, exantlation of their powers. 

Exappeudiculate (e!kssependi*ki^<?t), a. 
Bot. [f. Ex- prefix^- + L. appendicul-a (Afpen- 
dicle) + -ate 2 ^] Having no appendicles or ap- 
pendages. 

2870 Hooker Stud. Flora 48 Petals exappendiculate. 

Bxarate (e’ksar^t), a. Entom. [ad. L. ex- 
ardt-us, pa. pple. of exarare : see next v.J (See 
quot.) 

__ 1870 Rolleston Anim. Life 76 The chrysalis . , differs . » 
in being * free ’or ‘ exarate ’. 2888 — (ed. Jackson) 252 Of the 
first kind of pupa two varieties are distinguishable. In one 
the larval skin is simply thrown off It is known as incom- 
plete, exarate or libera. 

t E'xarate, V. Obs. [f. L. exardt - ppl. stem 01 
exarare to plough up ; also, to trace characters on 
a waxen tablet, f. ex- out + arare to plough.] 


EXAHATIOH. 


867 


EXASFEBATED, 


1 . trans. To dig- or plough up. 

1656-81 in Blount Glossogr. 

2 . To write or note down. 

1656 in Blount Glossogr. 1657 Reeve God’s Plea 230 God 
hath an observing eye over a Penitent, and doth exarate 
and can enumerate all his manifestations. 

Exaration (eksar*i*Jan). [ad. late L. exard- 
tion-em, n. of action f. exardre : see Exaratje sea] 

f 1 . The action of ploughing. Obs~° 

1658-96 in Phillips. 1721-1800 in Bailey. 

2 . The action of tracing (characters) upon stone, 
or writing. Also concr. a writing ; a composition ; 
rare in mod. use. 

1631 R. Byfield Doctr. Sabb. 76 This pleadeth the neces- 
Sitie of. .their exaration, or drawing, as it were, with his 
pencill on the Tables of stone. 1683 E. Hooker Pref. Ep. 
to Pordage’s Mystic Div . 94 These exarations of his Penn. 
1716 M. Davies Aiken . Brit. II. 389; The Whimsical Exara- 
tions of Socinus, Crellius, etc. 1755 m Johnson. 1840 W, H. 
Morley in Lane Arab. Nts. (1841) III. 743 The story in 
the Persian MS. .. is written in three different hands. 
The first part . . has been apparently added since the exara- 
tion of the other two. 

ir ExaTCeate, v. Obs. rare ■— l . [irreg. f. Ex- 
prefix L + L. arce-re to keep off + -ate 3 .] trans. 
To hinder, prevent. 

1657 Tomlinson Renou’s Disp. 256 It [aloes] takes away 
obstructions, exarceates putretude. 

Exarch (e'ksaik). Also 6 exarke. [ad. L. 
exarch-us, a. Gr. $£apxos, in class. Gr. a leader, 
chief, f. k£apxeiv to take the lead, f. «£ (see Ex- 
preff) + apxetv to begin, rule. In the post-clas- 
sical uses represented by the Eng. word, the prefix 
was perh. taken in the sense * out, sent out’.] 

1 . Under the Byzantine emperors, the governor 
of a distant province, as Africa or Italy; in the 
latter case with title * Exarch of Ravenna’. (The 
title was revived in the Holy Roman Empire : 
see quot. 1751.) 

1588 Allen Admon. 44 So did S. Gregory the first moue 
Genadius the Exarke, to make warres against the heritikes. 
1601 R. Johnson Kingd. Commw. (1603) 107 Ravenna, 
where some Emperors nave kept their courts, ana after them 
their Exarches or lieutenants. 1751 Chambers CycL s.v., 
The emperor Frederic created Heraclius .. exarch of the 
whole kingdom of Burgundy. 1788 Gibbon Decl. # F. xlix, 
V. 120 These remote provinces [Italy and Africa] required 
the presence of a supreme magistrate ; he was indifferently 
styled the exarch or the patrician. 183a tr. Sismondls Ttal. 
Rep. i. 11 Governed by a lieutenant of the Emperor of Con- 
stantinople, under the title of exarch of the five cities of 
Pentapolis. 1855 Milman Lat. Chr. (1864) II. hi. vii. 132 
The Exarch of Ravenna, the representative of the Byzan- 
tine Empire. 1873 E. W. Robertson Hist. Ess. 205 The 
Pope . . anointing . . Pepin and his two sons . . as Patricians 
of the Romans thus occupying the condition of the 
Exarch. 

2 . Eccl. In the Eastern Church, a title originally 
equivalent to ‘archbishop’, ‘metropolitan’, or 
* patriarch’, winch, in early use were employed 
almost indiscriminately. Subsequently, ‘ a bishop 
having charge of a province, and next in rank to 
a patriarch’ ( Catholic Diet) ; also, a legate or de- 
puty of the patriarch, entrusted with some special 
charge or mission. 

a 1600 Hooker Eccl. Pol. vn. xvi. 421 In the council of 
Carthage, .it was decreed, that the bishop of the chief see 
should not be entitled the exarch of priests. 1635 Pagitt 
Christ ianogr. 1. ii. (1636) 58 Gregorius Hieromonachus, the 
Patriarchal Exarch from Trapezunt. 1751 Chambers Cycl. 
s.v., In 493 Sebas was established exarch, or chief, of all the 
anchorets within the territory of Jerusalem. 1851 Hussey 
Papal Power ii. 74 Bishops or clergy should appeal from 
their metropolitan to the exarch of the Province. 1877 
E. Venables in Diet. Chr. Biog. I. 288/1 He [Basil of 
Caesareia] was metropolitan of Cappadocia, and exarch of 
Pontus. 1884 Arnold-Forster in Contemp. Rev. Mar. 412 
The constitution of the Bulgarian Exarch by the Porte in 
1870. 

Hence Exarchal a., of or pertaining to an 
exarch. 

1855 Milman Lat. Chr. (1864) II. iv. ix. 414 The exarchal 
government from the first had only been powerful to tyran- 
nise and feeble to protect. 

Exarchate (e'ksaik^t, eksa*ik<?t). Also 6-7 
exarchat, -cat. [ad. late L. exarchdl-tts, f. ex- 
arc hits x see Exarch. Cf. Fr. exarc hat.] 

1 . The office, dignity, or jurisdiction of an ex- 
arch, whether a. civil, or b. ecclesiastical. 

a. 1561 Daus tr. Bullinger on Apoc. (1573) ^ E Longi- 
nus brought in a new name of digmtie, that is to witte, the 
exarchate of Italie. 1635 Pagitt Christianogr. 259* After 
the overthrow of the Exarchat . . the Romans began to be 
governed by . . the Popes. 1678 W axles JVond. Lit. World 
V. ii. § 16. 469/2 Justinus the second instituted the Ex- 
archate of Ravenna. 1751 Chambers Cycl. s.v. Exarch 
The exarchs subsisted about a hundred and eighty-five 
years, and ended in Eutychius ; under whose exarchate the 
city of Ravenna was taken by the Lombard king. 

b. 1876 Daily News 16 Dec. 5/6 A self-governed pro- 
vince, including the territory of the Bulgarian exarchate. 

2 . The province or territory governed by an ex- 
arch, whether a. civil, or b. ecclesiastical. 

a. X563-87 Foxe A. 6* M. (1596) 117/1 ‘Pipinus. .gaue. .to 
the said see of Rome, the exarchat or princedome of Ra- 
ttenna. 1764 Gibbon Misc. IVks. (1814) V. 39 Pepin and 
Charlemagne . . gave the duchy of Rome and the exarchate 
of Ravenna to the popes. 1861 J. Sheppard Fall Rome vu 
314 The Byzantines still retained the exarchatev 


b. _ 1877 E. Venables in Diet. Chr. Biog. I. 290/2 He 
[Basil] was to be found in every part of his exarchate. 
Hence f Bxa'rchateshhp, Obs. 

1606 G. W[oodcocke] tr. Justin's Hist. Hh vj a, Ius- 
trnivs . instituted the Exarchatship. 

t E’xarcby, Obs.~° [f. Exarch + -v 3 .] = prec. 

1636 81 Blount Glossogr . , Eparchy, the chief place of 
dignity under the Emperor, the Lieutenancy of the Empire. 
1721 1800 in Bailey. 

Exareolate (eks,arf-^]^t), a. Bot. [f. Ex- 
prefix 1 + Areola + -ate 2 .} Unmarked by areolae ; 
not areolate. 1866 in Treas. Bot. 

Exarillate (eksjaeTil^t], a. Bot. [f. E n- prefix^ 
+ L. arill-us Aril + -ate 2 .} Having no aril ; not 
arillate. 

1830 Lindley Nat. Syst. Bot . 150 Corolla with a twisted 
aestivation . . exarillate seeds. 

Exaristate (eks^ri-st^t), a. Bot. [f. Ex- 
prefix i + Arista + -ate 2 ] Having no arista, 
awn, or beard ; not aristate. 

1866 in Treas. Bot. 2884 in Syd. Soc . Lex. 

Exarticnlate (eks|ajtrkri?i£t), a. Entom. 
[mod. f. Ex- prefO + L. articul-tis joint + -ate 2 . 
(Late L. had cxarticulatus in sense * inarticulate’.)] 
Not jointed ; not consisting of two parts. 

1835 Kirby Hob. <5- Inst. Anim. II. xvi. 78 An elongated 
exartvculate base, representing the handle of a whip. 

Exarticulate (eksiaiti-ku?!*!),. v. [f. as prec. 
+ -ate 3 .] trans. f a. ‘To put out of joint ; dis- 
locate ’ (Blount Glossogr. 1656-81). Obs. b. ‘To 
remove a limb, or a part of a limb, at a joint ’ 
{Syd. Soc. Lex. 1884). 

Exarticnlation (efcsjaitikirfl^jcn). [f. as 

prec. +■ -ation.J 

fl. The putting (a limb) out of join t ; disloca- 
tion, luxation. Obs . 

1658 in Phillips. 1721 in Bailey ; whence in mod. Diets. 
2 . Amputation at a joint ; removal of a limb, 
or a part of a limb, at a joint. 

1884 in Syd. Soc. Lex. 

t Exa’rtnate, v. Obs.—° [f. late L. exartudt - 
ppl. stem of exartudre (Carpentier), f. ex- ^see 
Ex- pref O') + artus joint ; cf. Artuate.] 

1656-81 Blount Glossogr Exartuate, to carve as meat 
is carved, to quarter as the hangman doth, 
t Exa*sper, v. Obs. [ad. (directly or through 
F. exaspSr-er) L. exasper-are : see Exasperate v.~\ 
« Exasperate v. 

1545 Joye Exp. Dan. vii. 96 b, A Iyon is a cruel! beast yf 
he be exaspered. 1637 R. Humphrey tr. Si. Atnbrose i. 9 
Whosoever hee bee that exaspereth. 

Exasperate (egza*sper^t),/^.///^. an 6 . Ppl. a. 
[ad. L. exasperat-us f pa. pple. of exasperate ; see 
Exasperate v.J 

t A. pa, pple . ; in various senses of the vb. Obs. 
1340-1 Elyot Image Gov. ( 1549 x I ^° Wherwith thei beeyng 
exasperate . . wente vnto two gentiimen dwellyng hereby. 
1545 Raynold Byrtk Mankytuie 119 Yf it be so that the 
cough haue exasperat and made rough the tounge. 1585 
Lloyd Treas. Health H viij, Apply vnto the head beyng 
shauen : mustarde seed, & the skynne shalbe exasperate 
and the rewme dryed. 1605 Shaks. Macb. in. vi. 38 This 
report Hath so exasperate their King, that hee Prepares for 
some attempt of Warre. 1609 Holland Amm. Marcel xiv. 
v; 8 Thus rigor of his . . was much more exasperate by in- 
formation given of certain offensive crimes. 

B. ppl. a. 

1 . Bot. Rough ; covered with short stiff points. 

1866 in Treas. Bot. 1884 in Syd. Soc. Lex. 

2 . = Exasperated 2 and 3. arch. 

1601 Holland Pliny (1634) II. 21 1 Some diseases would 
be more exasperat and angry. 1606 Shaks. Tr. <§• Cr. v. i. 
34 Ther. Do I curse thee? Pair. Why no.. Ther. No? 
why art thou then exasperate? 1622 Bacon Hen. VII , 79 
Matters grew more exasperate betweene the two kings of 
England and France.. 1795 Southey Joan of Arc n. 190 
To the exasperate patience of the foe [we opposed] Despe- 
rate endurance, 1854 T ait’s Mag. XXI. 167 He pours out 
the whole full flood, fiery and exasperate, of his emotions. 
1856 Mrs. Browning Auk Leigh iv. 177 Swallows which 
the exasperate dying year Sets spinning in black circles. 

Exasperate (egza'spertfit), v. Also 6-7 ex- 
asperat. [f. L. exasperat- ppl. stem of exasperate 
to roughen, irritate, f. ex- (see Ex- pref Of + asper 
rough.] 

fl. To make harsh or rugged ; to add harshness 
to (language, sounds, etc.) ; to render (laws) 
more severe. Obs. 

1597 Morley In trod. Mus. 177 Cadences bound with the 
fourth or seuenth . . being in long notes will exasperat the 
harmonie. 1634 H. R. Salerne Regirn . 155 Nuts, .exaspe- 
rate the voyce and make it like a Cranes voyce. 2643 Mil- 
ton Divorce n. xvii, Not considering that the Law should 
be exasperated according to our estimation of the injury. 
2651 W. G. tr. Cowel's Inst. 264 So great hath been the 
bloody wickednesse of these times, that this Law hath been 
somewhat more exasperated. 1693 Christ Exalted 99 Our 
Translators do rather moilifie, than exasperate, the word 
timeas , and say, Thou hast aborred. 2765 Beattie On 
Churchill 87 Did hate to vice exasperate thy style, No — 
Bufo match'd the vilest of the vile. 

2 . To increase the fierceness or violence of (a 
disease, pain, appetite, etc.). Now 'With, mixed 
notion of 3, 4. 

1622 Cotgr., A ignm, any thing that encreases; or exaspe- 
rates, a disease, or sore, a 2677, Barrow Serm. in Beauties 


o/B. (1846I 59 Rubbing the sore doth tend to exasperate 
and inflame it. 2710 T. Fuller Pkarm. Extemp. 197 All 
the other Symptoms will be exasperated by the tumult which 
Evacuations cause. 1783 P. Pott Chirurg. l-Vhs. II. 311 
Scirrhus or cancer . . was exasperated, and made. worse by 
it. 1843 Prescott Mexico (1874) XL 347 Two injuries on 
the head, one of which was so much exasperated by fatigue. 
1850 Lynch Theoph . Trinal v. 83 If we do not heed the 
claim of the different appetites . . we exasperate them. 

fb. To make more grievous or painful ; to 
aggravate. Also, to represent as worse ; to ex- 
aggerate, magnify. Obs. 

1561 Daus tr. Bullinger on Apoc . (x 573] 36 He speaketh 
modestly, least by exasperating ouermuch the sinne and 
errour in the fay thfuil, he should discourage them vtterly. 
1591 Sylvester Du Barf as 1. vi. *1605) 167 Why didst thou 
Create These harmefull Beasts, which but exasperate 
Our thorny life? 2646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. vn. xvii. 
376 Judas . . having sinned beyond aggravation, and com- 
mitted one villany which cannot bee exasperated by all 
other. 2651 Reliq. Walton. 33 Not to exasperate the Case 
of my Lord of Southampton, 1681 Land. Gas. No. 1625/1 
They of Liege do every day more and more > exasperate 
things. 1750 Johnson Rambler No. 73? 5 This visionary 
opulence . . exasperated our necessities. 

3 . To embitter, intensify (ill-feeling, passion; 
wickedness.) Now chiefly with mixed notion of 4. 
Also, in good sense : *f To heighten (courage). 

1548 Udall, etc. Erasm. Par. Matt. ii. 26 b, That . . the 
vngodllnes of Herode. . might more and more be exasperated. 
1624 Raleigh Hist. World II. iv, vii. § 1. 248 The Roman 
Dictator, .to exasperate his souldlers courage, threw their 
owne ensignes amidst the enemies. 1677 Otway Titus cj* 
Berenice in. i. Why come you thus, t’exasperate my De- 
spair? 1773 Johnson in Boswell 1 May H. 107 The pride 
of a common man is very little exasperated by the supposed 
usurpation of an acknowledged superior. 2794 Paley Evid. 
n. ix. § 3 (1817) 265 These feuds were exasperated by the 
mutual persecutions of the Jews and Christians. 1855 
Prescott Philip //, I. iv. vii. 490 His naturally wild and 
headstrong temper was exasperated by disease. 

4 . To irritate (a person) ; to provoke to anger ; 
to enrage, incense. Const, to, also to with inf. 

2534 More Let. Marg. Roper Wks. 1429/2 , 1 should, .but 
further exasperate hys highnes. 1586 Jas. VI, in Ellis 
Orig. Lett. 1. 224 III. 19 If I shall persist in that course ye 
shall rather be exasperattet to passionis in reading the 
uordis. 2625 Shirley Traitor iv. i, I did exasperate you 
to kill or murder him. 1768 Franklin Ess. Wks. 1840 II. 
367 The poor are. . exasperated against the rich, and ex- 
cited to insurrections, 2773 Goldsm. Stoops to Conq. tv. 
Wks. (Globe 1 670/1 You know my hasty temper, and should 
not exasperate it. 1818 Scorr Hrt. Midi, iv, The burghers 
.. were greatly exasperated at the unexpected respite. 
1819 Shelley Cenci n. ii. 37 Thus he is exasperated to ilk 
1867 Emerson Lett. <$* Soc. Aims , Progr. Culture Wks. 
(Bohn) III. 236 In England. .the game laws . . exasperated 
the farmers to carry the Reform Bill. 

ref. Boorde, Brev. Health , Pref. 2 a, Exasperate not 
yourselfe agaynste me for makynge of this lytle volume 
of Phisycke. 1871 Smiles Ckarac. vi. (1876) 175 We shall 
not mend matters by exasperating ourselves against them. 

absol. 1606 G. W[oodcocke] tr. Justin’s Hist. 100 a, 
Phillip exasperated what he could, to perswade the Etolians 
to ioyn warre with him. 1624 Raleigh Hist. World u. 
254 Not knowing whether such a deniall might satisfie or 
exasperate. 2645 Milton Tetrach. Ded., Those who ceased 
not to exasperate without cause, 
b. transf. 

2654 E. ^Codrington tr, Justin’s Hist. 67 Injury on this 
side, and indignitie on the other side did exasperate their 
swords. 2865 Merivale Rom. Emp. VIII. Ixiii. 30 The 
stream . . foams in a furious torrent, exasperated by the 
rocky ledges which at some points intercept its course. • 
fo. To irritate physically; to render sore, 
chafe. 

2552 HuLOET,Exasperate, vlcero. 1610 Markham Masierp. 
11. clxxiii. 494 Though it [myrrh] ddth cleanse much, yet it 
doth not exasperate the arteries. 1622 Venner Tobacco 
(2650)412 Not sucking it with a sudden or strong attrac- 
tion : for then it will exasperate the winde pipe, a 268a 
Sir T. Browne Tracts 105 The Mugil, being somewhat 
rough and hard-skinned, did more exasperate the gutts 
of such offenders. 

t 6. intr. a. Of persons : To become enraged or 
incensed. Cf. 4. b. Of things : To become worse 
or more serious. Cf. 2 b. c. Of a disease, etc. : 
To increase in violence or severity. Cf. 2. Obs. 

1632 J. Hayward tr. Biondls Eromena 94 The more his 
external wounds healed, the more did his internail exaspe- 
rate and fret, c 2645 Howell Lett. (2650) II. 11. 18 Not- 
withstanding, .that matters began to exasperat more and 
more, .he would abate nothing. 2659 Heylin A nimadv. in 
Fuller’s Appeal (2840) 339 The University of Oxford fre- 
quently quarrelled and exasperated, upon slight occasions. 
a 2734 North Life Ld. Guildford 83 The Distemper 
exasperated, till it was manifest she could not last many 
Weeks. 

Exasperated (egza*sp£r^ted) ; ///. a. [f. prec. 
+ -edU} 

1 . In various senses of the vb. ■ ■ .► 

2621 Cotgr., , ■ Agaci . . incensed, prouoked, ' exasperated. 
*660 Milton Free Comvrtu. 424 We remain finally secure 
from the exasperated Regal Power. i66x Lovell Hist. 
Anim. 4 Min. ys Cows milk .. used as a gargarisme, helps 
the throat straightened by catarrhes, and the exasperated 
jawes. 1694 Phillips tr. Milton’s Lett. State 29 July 1655 
Such exasperated Cruelties inflicted upon the Professors of 
the same Religion with our selves, a 2714 Burnet Own 
Time (1823) I. 67 That raised the spirits of those that were 
already but too much exasperated. 2756 Lady M. W» 
Montagu Lett. xcy. IV. 73 She eloped one fair morning . . 
leaving her two daughters , . to the care of the exasperate^ 
marquis. 1875 Jovt&tT Plato (ed,. 2) I. 209 , 1 saw that they 
were getting exasperated with one another. 


EXCALIBUB. 


EXASPEBATEB. 

b, Her. (See qnot.) 

■ 1830 Robson Brit. Her.., Exasperated, depicted in a fu- 
rious attitude. 

F 2. ? Narrowed gradually to a point, tapered. 
1607 Topsell Serpents {1653') 674 If it were not for these 
bunches, -it would be so exasperated or extenuated toward 
the end like to the tail of a Rat or great Mouse. 

Hence Exa/speratedly adv., F Exasperated- 
ness, Obs.-o^ Exasperation 3. 

1872 Daily News 26 Aug. , The others . .raged exasperatedly 
against him in their clubs. 1886 Mrs. A Moberly Lady 
Valeria II. v. no Lord Altcar laughed again, but exaspe- 
ratedly. 1730 6 Bailey (folio), Exasperatedness, incensed- 
ness, the being exasperated. 1775 Ash, Exasperatedness. 
Exasperater : see Exasperatqr. 

Exa sperating, vbl. sb. [f. Exasperate v. + 
-iNGb] The action of the verb Exasperate. 

16x1 Cotgr., Exasperation , an exasperation ; prouocation 
..exasperating, vexing. 

Exasperating (egzcrspercUiq), ppl. a. [f. as 
prec. + -1 no -.] That exasperates \ in senses ofvb .) ; 
exceedingly irritating or provoking. 

a 166$ J. Goodwin Filled w. the Spirit (1867) 344 A sin 
of a very exasperating nature. *674 Grew Anal. Plants , 
Lect. vi. 290 Jalap, Mercury, and Daisy, have all of them 
that exasperating Tast in the Throat. 1858 Froudk Hist. 
Eng. III. xvii, 458 An evidence of unmistakeable goodwill 
in revealing an exasperating secret. 1876 Black Madcap V '. 
via. 59 Do you know what an exasperating girl you are ? 

Hence Exa'speratingly adv., in an exasperating 
manner; provokingly. 

1831 Dickens Lett. (ed. 2) I. 262 Stone presents himself 
with a most exasperaringly mysterious visage. 1884 Jul. 
Wedgwood in Contemp. Rev. Mar. 452 The most exaspera- 
tingly unreadable stuff ever met with. 

Exasperation (egzasper£i*Jm). [ad. L. ex- 
asperdlion-em, n. of action f. ex asperare ; see Ex- 
asperate zi.] 

1. Of a disease, etc.; Increase of violence or 
malignity; exacerbation ; an instance of this. 

1633 W0TTON Let. in Reliq. Wott. (1672) 457 Judging, as 
of Patients in Feavers, by the exasperation of the fits. 1671 
Salmon Syn. Med. n. xlvi. 315 Shivering, and Exaspera- 
tion of the Feaver . . are not always to be accounted evil. 
1860 Emerson Cond. Life, Power Wks. (Bohn) II. 334 The 
ecstasies of devotion with the exasperations of debauchery. 
1884 in Syd. Soc. Lex. 

2. The action of exasperating or provoking to 
anger; embittering; intense provocation; an in- 
stance of this. Also, a cause or means of exas- 
perating. 

<11633 Donne in Selections (1840) 38 Forbearing all . . ex- 
asperations by odious names of subdivision. 1676 Owen 
Worship of God 172 That he may take no occasion thereby 
for the exasperation of his own spirit. <21731 Atterbury 
(J.), Their ill usage and exasperations of him. .disposed him 
to takeliberty^ i86r Geo. Eliot Silas M. (1868) 26 He had 
made ties for himself which., were a constant exasperation. 

8 . The condition of being exasperated or intensely 
irritated; exasperated feeling, violent passion or 
anger ; f an instance of this. 

1547 Boorde Introd. Knowl. xxxii. (1870) 205 Saying., 
that . . I wold set them by the fete . . wyth other wordes I 
had to them of exasperacyon. 1612-5 Bp. Hall Contempl. 
O. T. xix. iv,^ Neither the furious purposes of Ahaziah, nor 
the exasperations of a Jezebel can hurt that prophet, 1672 
Owen Evang. Love 43 Divisions and Schisms, and mutual 
Exasperations among themselves. <11716 South Serm. 
(1774) X. ix. 282 Perhaps. it was a word extorted from him 
by the exasperation of his spirits. 1817 Bentham Pari. 
Ref. Catech. Introd, 56 Should the only remedy be refused 
[and] oppression continue . . then it is not quiet sense that 
will speak, but exasperation. 1838 Froude Hist. Eng. IV. 
xviii. 13 The exasperation of the people with the English 
increased the cordiality with which he was received. 

F 4. Exaggeration (in a bad sense) ; * malignant 
representation’ (J.). = Aggravation 5 . Obs. rare. 

1648 Eikon Bus. % 3. 12 An act which My enemies loaded 
with all the obloquies and exasperations they could. 1733 in 
Johnson ; whence 1818 in Todd. 

H 5. Punningly, Misplaced ‘ aspiration 
1834 ‘Cuthb. Bede’ Verdant Green n. ix. 80 With a foot- 
man’s bow, and a footman’s /^exasperation of his h’s. 

Exasperative (egzcrsper^tiv), a. [f. L. ex- 
asperat- ppl. stem of exasperare (see Exasperate 
v.) 4 -ive.] Of a nature to exasperate or irritate; 
exasperating. 

3837 Carlyle Fr. Rev. 1. vn. iv, Maternity . . meets there 
with hunger-stricken Maternity, sympathetic, exasperative. 

Exasperater, -er (egzcrsper^tai). [f. Exas- 
perate v. + -or, -brF] One who exasperates. 

1632 Sherwood, An exasperater, agaceur. 1735 Johnson, 
Exasperater. 1837 Carlyle Fr. Rev . 1. v. v, Fat are your 
larders, .ye plotting exasperators of the Poor. 

Ex-a*spirate, v. nonce-wd. trans. To deprive 
of an aspirate or h. 

1832 Blackw. Mag. XXXII. 509 Everybody knows her 
^Medusa’s) celebrated head of hair and that she herself was 
literally the first Wig. Hence the Whigs — for Medusa her- 
self was one, and head of that family ex-aspirated. 

Exaturate, -ed, -ation: see Exs ate rate. etc. 
F Exauctorate, pa.ppu. and ppl. a. Obs . 
In 7 exauctorat. [ad, L. exauctorat-us, pa. pple. 
of exaudordre : see next.] Deprived of office ; 
divested of authority. 

. 1680 Hickes Spin Popery 9 Saying, that Jesus Christ is 
quite exauctorat and unkinged by it. 1718 Wodrow Corn 
(1843) II* 37° If we refuse to baptize in families, people will 
go to . . the exauctorate Episcopal clergy, and leave our 


368 

communion. 2818 Scott Hrt. Midi, iv, * He [was] then in 
a point of trust and in point of power . . but after Wilson 
was cut down, it was a* ower — he was clean exauctorate/ 

t Exair ©tor ate,, v. Obs. Forms: 6-7 ex- 
authorate, 7 exauterate, -orat(e, 7-8 exaucto- 
rate. [f. L. exauctorat- ppl. stem of exaudordre 
to dismiss from service, f. ex- (see Ex- prefP) 4* 
auctor Author.] 

1. trans. ‘ To dismiss from service’ (J.) ; to de- 
pose from office, deprive of authority or rank. 

1623-6 Cockeram, Exauthorate , to put men of warre out 
of wages. 1642 Jer. Taylor Episc. Pref., The first Bishop 
that was exauctorated was. .Prince, and Bishop of Geneva. 
3660 — Duct. Dubit, 11. i. 264 God . . can punish and ex- 
authorate whom he please, and substitute others in their 
room. 3660 Waterhouse Arms % Ann. 7 Admitting a 
Plebeian coordinateuess which in time ex-auctorated the 
Senate. 1676 W. Row Contn. Blair's Autobiog. XI.J184S) 
336 They did exauctorate and depose the Protector Richard 
Cromwell. 1726 Ayliffe Parerg. 291 Arms, .and other 
Arch-Herericks. .were by the church treated with no other 
kind of Punishment than.. by exauctorating and depriving 
them of their Degrees therein. 1731-3800 in Bailey. 

2. To deprive (a law, etc.) of authority; to 
destroy the authority of. 

1393 Bilson Govt. Christ's Ch. 31 1 That men might see 
them [the new laws] before you exauthorate the olde. 1606 
J. Hynd Eliosto Libid. 51 The yron naturally cleaveth to 
the forcible Adamant, and nature can not be exauthorated. 
<31648 Lo. Herbert Hen. VI J I Ded. (1683) Aja, 1 hope 
they (defects] will not be so great or many, as to exaucto- 
rate the rest, 3679 S. Smith in Howell State Trials (1816) 
VII. 587 He [the pope] exautorats, and invalidates their [the 
Scriptures’] divine original, and superintendency. 

Hence Ex&rrctorated ppl. a. t Exau ctorating 
vbl. sb. 

1622-62 Heylyn Cosmogr. 1. (1682I 239 Conferred on them 
all the Lands and Possessions of the exauterated Templers. 
c 1661 Argyle's Will in Harl. Misc. (1746) VIII. 28/1 An 
alms-house, for the entertaining of all antiquated, exau- 
thorated elders. 1682 Evelyn in Pepys' Diary VI. 141 
Pharaoh’s exauctorated butler. 1783 Arnot T 'rials < 1812) 
338 Letters of orders, .granted by an exauctorated Bishop. 
3648 Petit. Eastern Assoc . 3 The exautorating, and well 
neare the adnulling of our Parliament. 1652 W. Sclater 
(J un.) Civil Mag. (1653) 15 Samsons, who would thus, .at- 
tempt the exauctorating of Civill Magistracy. 

t Exauctora*tion. Obs. Also 7 exaut [Ite- 
ration. [as if ad. L. *exa ud drat ion - em , n. of action 
f. exaudordre ; see prec. Cf. Fr. exauthoration 
(Cotgr.).] The action of "exauctorating’. 

1. Discharge from military service. 

a 1634 Bp. J. Richardson Observ. Old Test. 327 (T.)No dis- 
charge in that war . . no dismission from jt, no vacation, or 
exauctoration. 1725 tr. Dupin' $ Eccl. Hist . vjth C. I. n.ii, 
30 Degradation . . is founded on the Example of Military 
Exauctoration. 

2. a. Deprivation of office or authority; de- 
gradation. b. Abolition (of an office) ; annulling 
(of authority). 

1625 Donne Serm. 3 Apr. 17 Exautorations and Excom- 
munications amongst the Bishops. 1641 Heylin Help to 
Hist. (1673) 356 On the exauctoration of Bishop Heath, 
it was assigned., to Master Hooper. 2651 Jer. Taylor 
Serm. for Year 1. xxi, 267 To protect and nourish those 
that will prove ministers of their [kings’] own exauctoration. 
a 3636 Bp. Hall Rem. Wks. (1660) 308 Do not you think 
that those .. went somewhat too far. .in the exauthoration 
of Episcopal office and dignity. 3726 Ayliffe Parerg. 206 
Deposition, Degradation, or Exauctoration . . is . . the re- 
moving of a Person from some Degree, Dignity, or Order 
in the Church. 3822 Mrs. E. Nathan Langreath II. 271, 
I would have used my influence to have averted your ex- 
auctoration. [Said by a person fond of pedantic language.] 
1834 Coleridge Lit. Rem. III. 207 Little did Taylor forsee 
that to indiscreet avowals like these, .the exauctorations of 
the Bishops . . would be in no small portion attributable. 

t Exatrdifele, Obs . [ad. L. exattdibilis, f. 
exaudtre, f. ex- (see Ex- preff) 4 audire to hear.] 
In senses of Latin : a. Able to be heard easily ; dis- 
tinctly audible, b. Hearing readily ; giving ear 
to prayer. 

<71430 tr. T. h Kempis' Twit. 1. xxiv, Now ]>y. labour is 
fruytful, jri weping acceptable, fu mornyng exaudible. 1485 
Caxton St. Wenefr. 4 Most debonayr fader graunte to vs 
thy sonnes mekely besechyng the benyngne & exaudyble. 

F ExaucLi/tion. Obs. rare “L [ad. late L. ex- 
auditidn-em, n. of action f, exaudtre : see prec.] 
The action of hearing effectually ; hearkening. 

*617 Collins Def Bp. Ely n. vi. 228 The word inuocation 
is sometime veryfied vpon them . . and so exaudition like- 
wise,' . . ' . 

Exairgural, a. rare - 1 . [f. Ex- + the 2 nd ele- 

ment of Inaugural in imitation of that word.] 
Of a discourse : Delivered at the close of a term 
of office. 

1887 Eng. Hist. Rev. II. 358 Drawing comparisons be- 
tween the author of the inaugural and the author of the 
exaugural address. 

t Exairgurate, V. Obs. [f. L. exaugurat- 
ppl. stem of exaugurdre to profane, f. ex- (see Ex- 
prefS) 4 - augur Augur.] trans. a. To cancel the 
inauguration of ; to unhallow, make profane, b. 
To augur evil to. 

x6oo Holland Livy 1. lv.38 [Tarquin] determined toexaugu- 
rate and unhallow certain churches and chappels. 1652 
Gaule Magastrom. 240* The presaging Aruspex will ex- 
augurate me with all manner of ill luck. 16^5 H. Dod- 
well Def. Vtnd. Deprived Bishops 47 So far it was from 
giving him any’ Power over the High Priesthood itself. 


He had no Power of Inaugurating, and therefore none of 
Exaugurating. *72x-x8oo m Bailey. 

t Exaugura’tion. Obs. [ad. L. exauguratidn- 
em, n. of action f. exaugurdre : see Exaugurate.] 
The action of unhallowing or making profane. 

1600 Holland Livy 1. Iv. 38 The birds by signes. .allowed 
the exauguration and unhallowing of all other cels and 
chappels. 1631 J. F[reake] Agrippa's Occ. Philos. 108 To 
these is added Exauguration, viz. when the rod fell out of 
the hand of the Augure. 1730 in Bailey ifolio). 3775 m Ash. 

Exaumple, obs. form of Example. 

t Kxaxrn. Obs. rare- 1 . [Meant to represent the 
pronunciation (ggzah) of Fr. exempt. Cf. Exon.] 
= Exempt sb. 

3678 Butler Hud. m, ii. 600 This comes of Breaking 
Covenants, And setting up Exauns of Saints. 

Exausiastick, var. f. Exousiastio, Obs. 
t Exau’spicate, v. Obs-° [app. f. Ex- 
prefy privative 4* Auspicate. (L. had example are 
to take an augury. '.] 4 See quots.) 

3623 6 Cockeram, Ex auspicate, to doe a thing vnluckfly. 
1636 81 in Blount Gloss ogr. 1773 in Ash. 

t Exauspica'tion. Obs [f. prec. vb. : see 
-ation.] An unlucky beginning of a thing. 

1730-6 in Bailey tfolio). 1773 in Ash. 

Exauthorate, -ation, var. ff. Exauctorate, 
-ation, Obs. 

+ Exauthcriza’tion. Obs. [f. next : see 
-ation.] The action of depriving of authority. 

1640 Bp. Hall Episc. 1. § 5. 18 To eject, .the knowne in- 
struments of that Papall Tyrannic . . without whose perfect 
exauthorization they could conceive no hope of injoy ing the 
Gospel and themselves. 

t Exau thorize, V, Obs. In 6 -toryse. [f. Ex- 
4- Authorize.] trans. a. To depose from office, 
b. To deprive of authority ; ** Exauctorate v. 

1546 Bale Eng. Votaries ii. (3550' 93 The kynge made an 
acte, that men of the church commyttynge offences notable, 
shulde be exautorysed or dysgraded by the byshop of the 
dyocese. 1612 Selden in Drayton Poly-olE xvii. Notes 272 
Sometimes animating the subject by censorious exauthoriz- 
ing the Prince. 3629 Wadsworth Sp. Pilgr. vi. 52 The 
Iesuites endeauoring by all possible meanes to exauthorize 
him vnder hand. 3632 in Sherwood. 

+ Exbn*rse, v. Obs.-° [f. Ex- + Burse; cf. 
disburse] trans. To disburse, or discharge, 

3847-78 in H ALU WELL. 

Exeaecate, -ation, var. ff. Excecate, -ation. 

Excalcarate (eks,kce’lkar^t), a. [f. Ex- pri- 
vative + L. calcar spur + -ate 2.] « Ecalcarate. 

1884 in Syd. Soc. Lex. 

F ExcaTceate, v. Obs. [f. L. excalcedt - ppl. 
stem of excalc ear e to take off the shoes, f. ex- + 
calceus a shoe.] trans. To take off the shoes of. 

1623 6 Cockeram, Excalceate , to put off ones shooes. 3751 
Chambers Cycl. s.v. Excalceation, Among the Hebrews, .a 
widow, whom her husband’s brother refused to marry. . 
might excalceate him . . and spit in his face. 

Hence ExcaTceated ppl. a. 

3730-6 in Bailey (folio). 3733 Chambers Cycl. s.v. Ex- 
calceation, The house of the person . . was, thenceforward, 
called, the house of the excalceated. 3832 in Webster. 

f Excalcea tion. Obs. [as if ad. L. *excal- 
cedtidn-em, n. of action f. excalcedre : see prec.] 
The action of taking or putting off the shoe, or 
shoes ; spec, among the Hebrews, the taking off of 
a shoe by a widow, from her husband’s next of 
kin, upon his refusal to marry her. 

1753 in Chambers Cycl. 3819 in Pantohgia. 3876 Leisure 
Hour 155 Excalceation— that is the putting off the shoes as 
a mark of worship or token of respect. 

t Excalfa-ction. Obs. rare. Also 7-8 ex- 
calefaction. [ad. L. excalfactidn-em, n. of action 
f. excalfacere to warm, heat, f. ex- (see Ex- preff) 
4 calefacere to heat.] The action or fact of warm- 
ing; calefaction. 

1607 Topsell Four-f. Beasts ''1673) 38 Apply it to a moist 
body lacking refrigeration, or to a cold body wanting excal- 
faction. 3656 Blount Gloss ogr., Excalfaction. 3721-1800 
Bailey, Excalefaction. 3730 6 — tfolio), Excalfaction. 

So f Excalfa ctive a tending to warm ; warm- 
ing. F ExcaTfa'ctory a. Also 8 excalef-. »« prec. 

3633 Cotgr., Excalfactif, excalfactiue ; heating, chafing, 
wanning. 3601 Holland Pliny (1634) II. 303 The very 
filth from the wals of their, .places of wrestling, .(say they) 
[Greeks] hath a .special! excalfactory vertue. 1730-6 Bailey 
(folio , Excalfactory. 3775 Ash, Excalefadory. 

Excalibur (ekskseriibai). Also 5 escalibotire, 
excalabsr, excalybnr, 7 escalibour, 9 exca* 
libar, -our. [a. OF. Escalibor (with many variant 
spellings), corrupt form of Caliburn, in Geoffrey 
of Monmouth ( c 1140) Caliburnus. 

The Welsh form in the Mabinogion is Caledwolch, which 
has a resemblance, that cannot well be accidental, to 
Caladbolg, the name of a famous sword in Irish legend. 
The Welsh and Irish forms do not correspond phonetically; 
the one or the other has probably undergone corruption. 
Prof. Rhys, taking the Irish form as the correct one, sug- 
gests the translation ‘hard-belly’, i. e. ‘voracious/ and 
thinks the Welsh form may have come from Breton.] 

The name of King Arthur’s sword. 

[c 3300 Merlin (Huth MS.) 303 c, Saicies. .que Tespee est 
apielee par son droit non Escalibor.] a 3450 Le Morte 
Arth. 3448 Ex calaber, my swerd good, c 3450 Merlin vii. 
118 The right name [of the sword] was cleped Escalibourc, 
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whlche Is a name In ebrewe, that is to sey in englissh, kyt- 
tynge, Iren, tymber, and steili. 1470-85 Malory Arthur 
v. viii, Kyng Arthur . . smote hym ageyne with Excalibur 
that it clefte his hede. 1598 B. Jonson Ev. Man in Hum. 
ia. i, You talk of Morglay, Excalibur, Durindana. 1825 
Scott Talism. xxvii, No sword on earth, were it the Ex- 
calibar of King Arthur, can cut that which opposes no 
steady resistance to the blow. 1842 Tennyson Morie 
dArth. 103 King Arthur's sword, Excalibur, Wrought by 
the lonely maiden of the Lake. 

Excamb (ekskse-mb), v. Sc . Law. [ad. med. 
L. excambiare : see Exchange v.] trans. To 
exchange (land). Also absol. 

1629 Charter Chas. I '. in Stair Instit . n. xiv. §1 The 
present Proprietar of the Lands Excambed. 1770 Act 10 
Geo. Ill, c. 51 § 32 It shall and may be lawful for proprietors 
of entailed estates to excamb or make exchanges of land. 
1847-8 Act 11 -12 Viet. c, 36 § 5 It shall be lawful for any 
heir of entail . . in possession . . to excamb such estate, in whole 
or in part. 1877 Encycl. Brit. V III, 783 The power to 
excamb was gradually conferred on entailed proprietors. 

Hence Exca mbed ppl. a. Excamber [ + -erI], 
one who excambs, a party to excambion. 

1836 Act 6-7 Will. IV , c. 42 § 4 marg., Tenure of ex- 
cambed lands. 1629 Charter Chas . /. in Stair Instit , 1. xiv. 

§ 1 The Excamber and his Heirs should have Regress. 1861 
W. Bell Diet. Law Scot. s.v. Excambion, This right to 
recur to the original property in case of eviction, is compe- 
tent to the original excamber and his heirs. 

Exca*mbie, v. Sc. [var. of Excamb.] 

3808-80 in Jamieson. 

Excambion (ekskse-mbi/n). Sc. Law. [ad. 
med.L. *excambion-em ( ** excambium\ f. excambi- 
are: see Excamb.] Exchange or barter, spec, of land. 

[1540 Sc. Acts Jas. V. 25 Feb. (1814) II. 366 And counnalis 
)>e kingis grace . . to geif for his gracis part of he said ex- 
cambium als mekle land .as, etc.] 1572 Sempill Ball. 147 
Sic vane excambion can I not considder As marrow tratours 
and the trew togidder. __ <21639 Spottiswood Hist. Ch. 
Scot. (1655) 100 He gave in excambion the lands of Cambo 
in the same parish. 1754 Erskine Princ. Sc. Lav. #(1809) 
143 The grant, by which the lands are exchanged, is ex- 
pressly said to be an excambion. 18S1 W. Bell Diet. Law 
Scot, s.v,, The land which he has received in excambion. 

t Excambi tion. *SV. Law. Obs. [ad. med. 
L. excamlntidn-em, n. of action f. excambtre, f. ex- 
out + camlnre to exchange ; cf. Change v.] = Ex- 
cambion. Const, with. 

1586 Contract at Kirkcudbright 15 Dec., The said Thomas 
. .dispones to the said Roger Kirkpatrick . . in excambition 
with the said Rogers part of the landis of Auchenflor foir- 
said, all and haile the said Thomas tenements, landis, an- 
nualls and pertinents underwrytten. 

Excandescence (eksksende’sens). [ad. L. 
excandesrentia , recorded in fig. sense, nascent 
anger, passionateness, f. excandesc-cre to grow 
white-hot, kindle, glow, f. ex - (see Ex- pref. 1) + 
candescere, inceptive of candere to be white, shine : 
see -ence.] Heat, the state of growing hot. 

a. The action of bursting into a glow ; the con- 
dition of giving out a glowing heat ; a heated 
condition, t b. A state of violent anger ; passion. 

a. 3684 tr. Bond's Merc. Compit. vni. 306 The excan- 
descence of the- animal spirits, and the effervescence of the 
bloud. .must be quieted. 1775 in Ash. 183a in Webster. 
1867 T. H. Dyer Pompeii xi. 45 Not in that state of excan- 
descence in which they would have set fire to any thing. 

b. 1730-6 Bailey (folio), Excandescence, great heat or 
wrath. 1775 in Ash, etc. 

t Excande'scency. Obs. [f. as prec. : see 
-ency.] a. The quality or state of growing hot ; 
an instance of the same. b. Anger, passion. 

1604 T. Wright Passions 1. vi. 26 In passions .. I could 
adde welnie eleven more ; as, mercy . . excandescencie, envy, 
etc. 1683 Salmon Doron Med. 1. 159 Causing a Distrac- 
tion and Excandescency. 1684 tr. Bond's. Merc. Compit . 
via. 306 A Hypercatharsis .. drives the animal spirits into 
excandescend.es, not easily appeased. 1731-1800 in Bailey. 
1823 Mrs. E. Nathan Langreath II. 271 It raises my ex- 
candescency to listen to her. [Said by a lady who uses 
absurdly pedantic language,] 

Excail&e’sceait, a. [ad. L, excandescent-em, 
f. excandesccre to grow hot: see Excandescence.] 
White-hot, glowing hot. 

1832 in W ebster ; and in mod. Diets. 

+ Exca*ndidate, a. Obs. rare- 1 , [ad. late 
L. excandiddt- ppl. stem of cxcandidd-re to whiten, 
f. ex- (see Ex- pref. I) + candid- us white : see 
Candid, Candidate.] Whitened, made white. 

1560 Rolland Crt. Venus 11. 392 Quhilk Montane [Cau- 
casus] is. .all excandidate With snawis fell. 

t Excanta'tion (eksksent^’jriri). Obs. rare. 
[ad, L. *excantdtion-em, n. of action f. excantare 
to bring out by enchantment, f. ex- out f cantdre 
to sing.] The action of removing (anything) by 
enchantment. 

Johnson 1735 explains the word as ‘ disenchantment by a 
countercharm ', which may perh. be the sense in quot. 1580. 

1580 Lyly Euphues (Arb ) 349 Which imagine that the 
mynde is eyther by incantation or excantation to bee ruled. 
1654 Gayton Pleas. Notes iv. xxiii. 277 The Don . . inchanted 
in his Cage, out of which there was no possibility of getting, 
but by the power of a higher excantation. 1863 W. W. 
Story Rob a di R. I. 271 This excantation of fruits was not 
the same as incantation. 

Excarnate (ekska\m/t), a. [ad. late L. ex- 
carndt-us, f. excamare : see next.] Divested of 
flesh, or of a human body ; opp. to incarnate. 


2858 Sears A than. in. i. 255 The Divine Word . . again 
becoming excarnate, and ascending to a reunion with God. 

t Excarnate, v. Obs. [f. late L. excarndt - 
ppl. stem of excamare to deprive of flesh, f. ex- 
out + ca> n-em flesh.] 

1. trans. To strip off or remove the flesh or 
fleshy parts of. 

2648 Petty Advice to Hart lib 24 The Mate [of the Chy- 
rurgeon] shall . . excarnate bowels, artificially dry the 
Muscles, &C.. 2693 Phil. Trans. XVII. 975 The lateral 
Fins of it being excarnated, are like the whole Arm. 2709 
Blair ibid. XXVII. 57 The time.. was taken up in excar- 
natmg, boyling, and taking care of the Bones. 2755 in 
Johnson; whence in mod. Diets, 

b. with reference to plants. 

1664 Evelyn Sylva (1776) 189 If you sow them [Black 
Cherry stones] in beds immediately after they are excar- 
nated. 1671 Grew Anat. Plants 1. i. § 25 This Seminal 
Root . . cannot be perfectly excarnated . . by the most accu- 
rate Hand. 2725 Bradley Pane. Did. s, v. Sendee. 

2. intr. To lose flesh, grow lean. 

2740 Dyche & Pardon Did. (ed. 3b Excarnate, to grow 
lean naturally. 

Hence Excarnated ppl. a ., Excamating vbl. sb. 
2730-6 Bailey (folio*, Excarnated, become lean, nothing 
but skin and bone.. 2709 Blair in Phil. Trans. XXVII. 
94 A Butcher . . assisted at the Excarnating of the Bones. 

Excarnation (ekskain<?ujbn). [n. of action 
f. prec. : see -ation.] 

1. (See quot.) 

2847 Craig, Excarnation, in Anatomy, a method by which 
the blood-vessels are isolated after injection from the parts 
among which they are inserted. The agents are putrefac- 
tion or immersion in an acid. 1884 in Syd. Soc. Lex. 

2. a. Separation (of the soul) from the body at 
death, b. Emergence from corporeal form and 
conditions : opposed to incarnation. 

1858 Sears A than. 11. xi. 240 His [Christ's] resurrection is 
none other than his excarnation, or his emergence out of all 
natural conditions. Ibid. xii. 251 That excarnation of man 
which. . makes him eternally the denizen of a spiritual world. 

t Excarnificate (ekskami-fik^t), v. Obs . 
Also pa. pple. 6 excarnificafc. [f. L. excamificdt - 
ppl. stem of excamifica-re to tear to pieces, f. ex- 
intensive + camijicdre to cut in pieces, f. carnifex 
executioner: see Carnifex.] trans. a. To tor- 
ment, torture, rack. b. To do the office of an 
executioner upon. 

2563-87 Foxe A. Sr M. (2596) 89/2. Benjamin the deacon. . 
was most miserable excamiiicat, having twentie sharpe pricks 
of reeds thrust under his nails. 2622 Coryat Crudities 37 
I did euen excarnificate his [my horse’s] sides with my often 
spurring. 2623-6 Cockeram Excamificate, to hang one. 
2664 H. More Myst. Iniq. xtii, 267 The racking and excar- 
nificating their bodies. 2721-1800 Bailey Excamificate, 
to Butcher, to quarter, or cut one to pieces. 

Hence Exca^rnifica-tion [see -ation], the action 
of excarnificating or taking away the flesh. 

2730-6 in Bailey (folio). 1755 in Johnson; whence in 
mod. Diets. 

t Exca’rnous, a. Obs. rare- 1 , [f. Ex- priv. 
+ \u.carn-em ^nom. card) flesh + -OUS; cf. Carnous.] 
Without flesh, fleshless. 

2686 A. Snape Anat. Horse n. ix. 89 He affirms them to 
be excarnous or without flesh. 

Ex cathedra: see Cathedra 2 . 
Excathedral (ekskajff'dral), a. rare. [f. the 
L. phrase ex cathedra (see Cathedra) + -al.] Of- 
ficial, authoritative. 

1880 A. Mitchell Past in Present vi. 243, I say this., 
with a proper amount of ex-cathedral confidence. 

Hence Excathe-dralislily adv. r in an official 
manner, as if with authority. 

1832 Blackw. Mag. XXX. 123 Before we can understand 
any thing of Homer, it has been said ex-cathedralishly, 
that we must study the manners of the heroic ages. 

+ Exca*thedrate, v. Obs. rare. [f. the L. 
phrase ex cathedra (see Cathedra) + -ate 3 .] 
trans. a. To condemn authoritatively or ex cathe- 
dra. b. To remove from the cathedra; to depose* 
2644 Bp. Maxwell Prerog. Ckr. Kings xiv. 135 Ergo in 
case of male-administration by the Pope., why riot excathe- 
drate him too? 2648 Herrick Hesper, To Bp. of Exeter , 
If I can Stand before you. . And never shew . . feare To see 
my lines excathedrated here. 

Excavate (edcskav^t).///. a. [ad. L. excavat- 
es, f. excavare : see next.] Hollowed out. 

1571 Digges Pantom. 1. xvii. Eiij, Water . . contained in 
these Welles, or in any other Regular excauate body. Ibid. 
hi. iv. Qijb, Howe excauate or holowe tymber. .is measured. 
1848 Dana Zoopit. 200 Cells excavate, many-rayed. 

Excavate (e*kskav^t), v. [f. L. excavdt- ppl. 
stem of excavare to hollow out, f. ex- out + cavai e, 
f. cavus hollow : see Cave.] 

1. trans. To make hollow by removing the in- 
side ; to make a hollow in, to hollow out; to dig 
out (soil) leaving a hollow. Also, To excavate 
(something; into : to form into by hollowing. 

Now chiefly with reference to the removal of earth by 
digging ; the wider use tends to be felt as transf. from this. 

2599 A. M. tr. Gabelhouer's Bk. Pkysicke 95/2 Take a 
sweete and fragrant Apple, excavate the same. 1664 Evelyn 
Kal. Hort. (1729) 289 Reserve it [Dung] for Use in some 
hard-bottom’d shady Place, a little excavated. 1713 Per- 
ham PJiys.-Theol. tj.), Flat thecae, some like hats, some 
like buttons, excavated in the middle. 2837 Whittock Bk. 
Trades (1842) 297 (Engineer,; So much per cubic yard accord- 


ing to the nature of the soil to be excavated. 1853 Phillips 
Rivers Yorksh. viii. 202 The ground is excavated in a cir- 
cular shape, so as to make a pit. 2866 Dickens Repr. 
Pieces 117 The foot of the cliff is excavated into a cavern. 
2870 Hooker Stud. Flora 45 Viola tricolor, .stigma capitate, 
excavated. Heartsease or Pansy. 

2. To form or make (a hole, channel, etc.) by 
hollowing out. 

2839 G. Bird Hat. Phil. 233 If a cavity be excavated at 
this point. 1850 Lyell 2 nd Visit U. S. II. 329 One of 
them began to excavate a hole, and soon entirely disap- 
peared under ground. _ 1873 Mivart Elem. Anat. !i. 50 
The canal.. excavated inside the neural arches. 

3. To uncover or lay bare by digging; to un- 
earth. Also fig. 

2840 Penny Cycl. XVIII. 381/2 About a fourth part of the 
city [Pompeii] along the western side of the walls has been 
excavated. 2844 Mem. Babylonian P’cess II. 61 In exca- 
vating the tomb, a slab has been left about two feet six 
inches high. 2864 Burton Scot Abr. II. i. 89 A Scotsman 
. .excavated by the labours of the indefatigable Dr. M Crie. 

4. To get out by digging. 

1848 W. H. Bartlett Egypt to Pal. x. (1879) 220 It seems 
to be as yet an unproved opinion that copper was found and 
excavated in this place. 1S53 Kane Grinnell Exp. xl. 
(1836) 363 Pulpaceous material which he had excavated 
from the ice. 

Hence E*xcavated ppl. a. ; E xcavating vbl. sb. 
(also attrib.) 

2599 A. M. tr. Gabelhouer's Bk. Pkysicke 2x1/2 An exca- 
vatede peece of woode. 1664 Evelyn Acc. Archil. 130 
Striges . . are those excavated Channells by our Workmen 
call’d Flutings and Groeves. 2692 T. [Hale] Acc. New 
Invent. 124 We come to hollowing or excavating of our 
Logg. 272a Blackmore Creation v. 740 Deep Caves .. 
Which . . wrought with endless Toil, Ran thro’ the faithless 
excavated Soil. 2847 Disraeli Tancredv 1. iii. This opened 
into a covered and excavated way. 2855 H. Spencer Princ. 
Psychol. ^2870) I. v. ii. 516 The .. excavating power of the 
current. 

Excavation (ekskav/ijbn). [(? a. F. excava- 
tion) ad. h.excavdtidn-em, n. of action f. excavare : 
see Excavate,] The action of excavating. 

X. The action or process of digging out a hollow 
or hollows in (the earth, etc.) ; an instance of the 
same ; the result or extent of the process. 

x6xi in Cotgr. s.v. Excavation. 1623-6 in Cockeram. 
1677 Hale Prim. Grig. Man. iv. ii. 299 This excavation of 
the Terrestrial Body, or elevation of other parts thereof 
whereby the water subsided. 1751 Chambers Cycl. s.v.. 
The excavation of the foundations of a building, .is settled, 
by Palladio, at a sixth part of the height of the whole build- 
ing. 1799 Kirwan Geol. Ess. 89 The utter separation of 
both comments was most probably the effect of excavations 
by volcanoes. 2863 Lyell A ntiq. Man 35 All the remains 
of organic bodies found during the excavations belonged 
to living species. 1878 Huxley Pkysiogr. 134 The amount 
of excavation which can be wrought . . by means of running 
water. 1879 Cassell's Techn . Educ. I. 38/2 Digging out the 
hollows for cellars, &c. . .is called the excavation. 

2 concr. An excavated space; a cavity or hollow. 

1779 8x Johnson L. P. r Pope Wks. IV. 45 Pope’s excava- 
tion was requisite as an entrance to his garden. 1783 Phil. 
Trans. LXJCIII. 143 AH spots .. which consist of a dark 
nucleus, and surrounding umbra, are excavations in the 
luminous matter of the sun. 1848 W. H. Bartlett Egypt 
to Pal. xxiv. (1879' 489 The wine-press was an oblong ex- 
cavation in the rock. 1853 Kane Grinnell Exp. App. (1856) 
530 All great peninsulas , .have an excavation or bend inward 
on their westward side, 

3. The process of laying bare by excavating ; an 
unearthing ; in quot.y?^. 

2864 Burton Scot Abr. II. i, 73 The excavation of state 
papers has thrown [light] on the vast designs of, etc. 

JEkscavator (e-kskav^toi). [f. Excavate v. + 
-or; cf. F. excavateurl] 

1. One who excavates : a. gen. (Const, of). Tb. 
spec. A labourer employed to dig out earth. 

2825 [Todd refers to an advertisement of Jan. 2]. 1837 
Whittock Bk. Trades (1842) 197 (Engineer) To the ‘ exca- 
vators as they are called, the digging is let. 2848 Dickens 
Dombey vi, So the Excavator’s House of Cali had sprung up 
from a beer shop. 2880 Echo 18 Sept. 3 4 A number of ex- 
cavators were engaged upon the foundations for a block of 
model dwellings. 18 82 Century XXV. 303 A more thorough 
and comprehensive sifting of the Assos ruins by the same 
able excavator. 

c. Said of inanimate agents. 

1870 Emerson Soc. Solit., Farming Wks. (Bohn) III. 59 
The railroad dirt-cars are good excavators. 1870 Echo 
10 Jan , Such is the testimony of Mr. Peach to the power 
of ocean as an excavator. 

2. spec. a. A machine for digging out earth, etc. 
h. An instrument for removing trie carious parts 
in a tooth previous to filling. 

2864 in Webster. 2874 Knight Diet. Mech. I. 814/1 The 
excavator is mounted on a carriage which traverses on a 
temporary track. 2884 Syd. Soc. Lex., Dental Excavator. 

Hence Eaccavatorial (eks,k£evatoo*rial), a., per- 
taining to excavation, or to the work of the ex- 
cavator. Excavatory (eksikae’vatnri), a. - prec. 

2849 Freeman Archil. 80 Egyptian and Indian architec- 
ture are two separate products of the excavatory process. 

Frasers Mag. LI. 271 A long list of brilliant excava- 
torial successes. 1887 Ruskin Prsderita II. x. 358 , 1 got 
no outlet . . for my excavatory fancy. 

Excave (eksjk?i*v\ v. rare. [ad. L. excavare : 
see Excavate. Cf. F. excaver h] t a. ttans. To 
scoop or hollow out (obs.). b. absol. To carry 
on excavations (rare.) 

*578 Banister Hist. Man 1. 2 Some bones are smal, but 


EXGECATE. 

notably excaued; as; of the fingers. 2623-6 hi Cockeram. 
2884 Trims . V ictoria Inst.' 243 In some of which sites we 
have been allowed to excave. > 

Bxeeade, obs. form .of. Exceed.' 

+ Excexate, pa. pple. and ppl. a. Obs . [ad. L. 
cxaecat-us blinded : see next.] Blinded, deprived 
of sight (in quots. fig.). 

, 1526 Pilgr. . Per/. (W. de W. 1531) 249 b, Yf the iewes dyd 
slee hym, they shold be excecate & blynded, & so lese the 
true fayth. *535 Goodly Primer < 1834.1 93 Lighten our 
minds excecate, O Lord, our consolation. 1557 Pay n el 
Barclay's Jugurth Bj, Man ..is excecate by ambicion and 
desyre of lordship, 

t Exce cate, v. Obs. Also 6 execate, 7 ex- 
csecate. [f. L. excmcat-- ppl. stem of exaecdre to 
make blind, f. ex- (see Ex- pref . l ) ■.+ ceec-us blind.] 
trans. To make blind, to blind, lit. and Jig. 

?i54o in Hall Chron. 11548) 246 a, That the people of Scot- 
ian de . . is vtterly execated and blinded. 1613 R. C. Table 
Alph . (ed. 3), Exczecate, to make blinde. 2665 G. Havers 
P. della Valle's Tray. E. India 29 He caus’d his eyes to be 
sew’d up. .to the end to deprive him of sight without excce- 
cating him. 2722-2800 Bailey, Excecate . 

Hence Exce*eafced ppl. a. 

1550 Bale Apol. 19 To make Sathan apere the Aungell of 
lyghte to the excecated worlde. 

Excecation (eksfk^-Jhn) Obs. or arch. Also 
6-7execec-,7-9 excseeation. [f. prec. : see-ATiON.] 
1. The action of putting out the eyes; punish- 
ment by blinding ; also, an instance of the same; 
the state or fact of being blinded. 

1613 Daniel Coll. Hist. Eng. 161 He committed these 
barbarous examples of cruelty by excsecations and miser- 
able dismembering the people. 1678 Gale Crt. Gentiles 
III. 95 God ... punished Elymas, the Sorcerer, with cor- 
poral Excecation. 1721-1800 in Bailey. 1827 Sir H. Taylor 

I. Comnenus in. v, Death, Not excaecation, if the thought 
of that Calls up these looks of horror. 

1 2. fig. The action of blinding mentally or spi- 
ritually the condition of being mentally blinded. 

2539 Frith Antithesis 12829)317 This exccecation . . God 
hath sent into the world for sin, 2588 Allen Admon. 26 
The state of kinge Pha>'aohis obduration and excecation in 
wil full wickedness. 1622 II. Sydenham Serm. Jacobs? Esau 
£1626 30 God doth concurre to the excsecation and harden- 
ing both of the minde and heart. 1640 Bp. Reynolds Pas- 
sions viii. 65 This Deceit and Excecation is a proper worke 
of Passion. 

Exeed(e, obs. form of Exceed. 

Excedandlye, obs. Sc. form of Exceeoingly. 
t Excedent. Obs. rare. [ad. L. excedent-em , 
pr. pple. of excedere : see Exceed.] a. adj. used 
absol. That which exceeds, b. sb. [after Fr. ex- 
cidanP] The portion or quantity in excess ; excess. 

1655-60 Stanley Hist, Philos. III. n. 99 The first excesse 
and defect is in two, in the excedent and the deficient. 1811 

J. Black tr. Humboldt's Polit. Ess. 1 . 108 The popula- 
tion would double in . . two hundred and fourteen years, if 
no war. .were to diminish the annual excedent of the births. 

Exceed (eksrd), v. Also 4-6 excede, 6 ex- 
ceade, -eed, 6-7 exceed©. [ME. exceden, ad. F. 
exceder, ad. L. exced-ere to go out, exceed, etc., f. 
ex- out + cedere to go. 

■ The trans. use, somewhat rare in Latin, is the only one 
preserved in the Romanic langs. In Eng. the intr. senses 
appear to be developed from the transitive ] 
f X. tram. To pass out of (boundaries, etc.) ; to 
transcend the limits of; to proceed beyond (a 
specified point). Also, rarely, to project beyond. 
Obs. or arch. 

C1374 Chaucer Booth, v. v. 169 Wit and ymaginacioun 
ne mo wen nat strecchen . . hem self to knowynge of vniuer- 
salite for feat fee knowyng of hem ne may exceden . . fee 
bodyly figure. 1423 Lydg. Pilgr. Bowie iv. xxiii. 11483) 69 
That fyre. .excedeth nought thyne owne safety le persone ne 
in dedely bodyes this fyre hath no power. 2655-60 Stanley 
Hist. Chald. Philos. (17011 x 1 But the Philosophy of the 
Chaldaeans, exceeded the Bounds of their Country, and dif- 
fused it self into Persia. 1700 Pennsyht. A rchives I. 235,1 
am to Complain of one Capt. Harford, who has exceeded all 
hounds. 2722 J. James tr. Le Blond’s Gardening 1 55 Un- 
cover the Clod, and trim the straggling Roots that exceed 
it. Ibid. 207 Bury them . .so that they may a little exceed 
the Surface of the Wall on both Sides. 1774 J. Bryant 
Mythol. I. p. xii, The Egyptian accounts exceed not only 
the times of the Deluge, but the aera of the world, 2788 T. 
Jefferson Writ. 12859) II. 370, I.. shall pursue the course 
of the Rhine as far as the roads will permit me, not exceed- 
ing Strasburg. 2862 G. C. Lewis Astron. Ancients nr 
note, Cleomedes lays it down that the planets never exceed 
the zodiac.-' ■ 

t b. To transgress (a law\ Obs. 

^PS^ower Co/if. III. 284 Lust of love excedeth lawe.’ 
2794 S. Williams Vermont 360 Laws respecting their in- 
crease .. which cannot be exceeded. 

‘ e. To go beyond, do more than is warranted 
by (a privilege, right, commission, etc.). 

2542 Hen. VIII Declar. Scots 195 Liberty was gyuen to 
the ambassadours to excede their commission. 1606 Sha ks. 
Ant. <y CL m. viii. 4 Do not exceede The Prescript of this 
Scroule.^ 2883 Law Rep, Q. Bench XI. 595 The defendant 
by uttering the words complained of exceeded his privilege 
as an advocate. 1892 Ibid. Wkly. Notes 72/2 The arbitrators 
had exceeded their jurisdiction in awarding that the ap- 
plicant should pay the costs. 

. 2. To be greater than. Const, by. 

£2392 Chaucer Astrol. 11. §23 Rikne how manye degrees 
that the first altitude of A 1 excedeth his seconde altitude. 
0460 Fortescue Abs. $ Lim. Mon. (1714' 47 He may 
esteme what some thay {charges} be not like to excede. 
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2637 Decree ' Star Chamb. % 27 in Milton A reop. (Arb.) 21 
Pfouided, that they exceede not the number of four e. 2729 
Butler Serm.\ Wks.. 1874 II; 15 The cares and disappoint- 
ments of ambition for the mpst part far exceed the satisfac-, 
tions of it. ’ 2797 ' Bewick- Brit. Birds 11847,) L 25 The 
male [Merlin] scarcely exceeding the size of a Blackbird. 
2821 Shelley Epipsych: 282 If you divide pleasure anti love 
and thought, Each part exceeds the whole. 1848 Macaulay 
Hist. E?ig. L. 420 Boys and girls - - created wealth exceed- 
ing what was necessary for their own subsistence by twelve 
thousand pounds a year. 

b. To be' too great for; to surpass, overtask. 
2596 Spenser F. Q. vi. iii, 52 Suchchaunces oft exceed all 
humaine thought. . 1635 N. R. tr, Camden's Hist. Elis. 1. 2 
Such grief, .as did exceede all consolation. 1735 Pope 
Prol. Sat. 36 To be grave, exceeds all Pow’r of face. 2765 
Bp. Law Theory of Relig. 1. ted. 51 xi note. Perhaps it exceeds 
the power of human understanding to decide where mechan- 
ism ends. 

8, To surpass, outdo ; to be superior to. Now 
chiefly const, in ; formerly for. of. 
c 1425 Wyntoun Cron. v. ix. 779 A Dochter . .Bat excedyt of 
Bewte All ]>e Ladys of feat Cuntre. . c 2500 Lancelot 1173 
O knycht . .Whois manhed can al otheris to exced. 2553 
Eden Treat. New Jnd.j.Axho 22 They exceade all other 
men in bignesse of bodie. 2641 Wilkins Math. Magick 
1. ix. (1648) 60 This latter engine does so far .exceed all other 
contrivances to this purpose. 1653 Walton Angler i. 20 In 
that Psalm, .the Prophet David seems even to exceed him- 
self. 2735 Pope Ep. Lady 276 She. .Observes how much a 
Chintz exceeds Mohair, a 1845 Hood Stag-eyed Lady i, 
There was one [act] in pity might exceed The sack of Troy. 
2850 Tennyson In Mem. lx. Some poor girl whose heart is 
set On one whose rank exceeds her own. 

*fe4. intr. To pass the bounds of propriety ; to 
go too far ; to break out. Obs. 

c 1470 Henry Wallace hi. 293 Thow excedis to that knycht 
Fer mayr be treuth than it is ony rycht. 2526 Pilgr. Per/. 
(W. de W. 25321303 b, The tyrauntes began more out ragy- 
ously to excede in all fury and woodnes. 1611 Bible Job 
xxxvi. 9 Then he sheweth them their work, and their trans- 
gressions that they have exceeded. 1647 Ward Simp. 
Cobler 48 His. Subjects will exceed- .in some vitious Liberty, 
to abate their griefe. 1758 S. Hayward Serm. xvii. 543 
You cannot possibly exceed in your love to him. 

b. To pass the limits of truth ; to exaggerate. 
1717 Berkf.lf.y Tour Italy 21 May Wks. IV. 543 Said to 
contain about 4000 souls. They seem to exceed in the num- 
bers of this town. 1815 J. W. Croker in C. Papers [1884) I. 
iii. 71, I believe I exceed when I say there were zoo persons 
assembled. 

5. To be preeminent, whether in a good or bad 
sense ; to bear the palm ; to be greater or better 
than, surpass others ; to preponderate, f To 
exceed above : ~= sense 3.: 

2482 Monk of Evesham (Arb.) 56 Aboue alle thyng that 
may be couceyued of any mannys mynde, hyt excedeth of 
cruelnes and dedly tormenting. 1509 Hawes Past, Pleas. 
xi. iv, Phebus above all sterres in lyght..Dothe exceede. 
1593 Shaks. Lucr. 229 The guilt being great, the fear doth 
still exceed. X599 — Much Ado }u. iv. 17 Marg. I saw the 
Dutchesse of Millaines gowne. Her. G that exceedes they 
say. 2651 Hobbes Leviath. 1. xi. 48 An Emulation of who 
shall exceed in benefiting. 1654 Ashmole Chym. Collect. 
21 One of the Contraries exceeding destroies the rest. 
2674 Dry den State of Innocence v. i, Justice must punish 
the rebellious deed ; Yet punish so, as pity shall exceed. 
1875 Jowett. P lato (ed. 2) V. 76 Men always choose the life 
which exceeds in pleasure. 

b. To abound, teem with. 

1624 Capt. Smith Virginia 11. 23 Theriver exceedeth with 
abundance offish. 

6. Chiefly in Cambridge use; To have more 
than usual at a meal ; to have extra or holiday 
fare. Cf. Exceeding- 2 a. Also of the 1 com- 
mons ’ (food) : To be in extra quantity. 

c 1590 Greene Fr. Bacon Ix (1630. 39 This day shall he a 
festiuall day with me: For I shall exceed in the highest 
degree. <12626 Beaum. & Fl. Wit at sev. Weapons 1. ii. 
Sir, these fellows may pray for you; you have made the 
scholar’s commons exceed to-day. 1626 Meade in Ellis 
Orig. Lett. 1. 328 III. 231 Dr. Pask made his colledge exceed 
that night. 

U 7. To issue, proceed. Obs. rare ~ l . 

1607 Topsell Serpents 11608) 8x7 All the hinderance and 
let [to breeding] is found to exceed of cold. 

Exceedafble (eksf-dab’l), a. [f. prec. + -able.] 
That may be exceeded. 

Todd’s explanation, copied into mod. Diets., is due to a 
misunderstanding of Fr. surmontable in Sherwood, 
i6ix Cotgr., Surmontable .. surpassable, exceedable. 
Hence 1632 in Sherwood. 1819 Todd, Exceedable, That 
may surmount or excel [with reference to Sherwood]. 
Hence in mod. Diets. 

Excee&er (eksrdsi). [f. as prec. + -ekL] 
One who exceeds. 

2625 Bp. Mountagu A fifi. Caesar xxxvi. 327 That abuse doth 
not evacuate the commission; not in the Exceed ers and 
Transgressors, much lesse in them that exceed not. 1669 
Cokaine Poems 124 Rich in those vertues. . A fair exceeder 
of the best examples. 2847 in Craig ; and in mod. Diets. 

Exceeding (eksz’dig), vbL sb. [f. as prec. + 

-ING 1.] 

I. a. The action of the verb Exceed, in various 
senses, "f b. An instance of the same ; an unusual 
action, a performance in excess of what is requi- 
site [obs.). f c. The quality of surpassing others ; 
superiority, excellence obs.). 

1480 Caxton Chron. Eng. 11. (2520) 13/2 Salamon . . of the 
gyfte of our lorde hadde a. synguler excedynge above all 
men. 2593 Tell-TrotUs M. Y. Gift zg No more will . a 
frend crosse. her louing exceedinges, in whome his hart de- 
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lighteth. 2636 F k at w Clands My st. viii. 102 Our defects as 
well as our exceedings, <22656 Bp. Hall Occas. Medit. 
(2851) 92 But these exceedings should be both rare and model 
rate. 2711 Addison Sped. No. 21 ip 2 There has been a great 
Exceeding of late Years in the second Division. 

2. concr. du.pl. In college language (still used 
at Cambridge) : Extra commons allowed on fes- 
tival occasions. Also transf. Cf, Exceed 6. [Bo 
L. excedeniia in Oxf. Accis. c 1400.] 

1629 Massinger Picture v. i, They, .hold cheese-parings. . 
For festival exceedings. 2655 Gurnall Chr. in Arm. 1)297 
His joys. .They are as exceedings, with which he feasts the 
believer, but the cloth is soon drawn. 2662 J. Strype in 
Lett. Lit. Men (Camden) 278 Sometimes we have Exceed- 
ings ; then we have two or three dishes . . otherwise never 
but one. <21680 Butler Rem. <2759) II. 199 Certain. .Vir- 
tuosos unsatisfied with the Brevity of the Gazette desire 
to have Exceedings of News, besides their ordinary Com- 
mons. 2885 L. Stephen Life H. Fawcett iii. 77 The Christ- 
mas' exceedings ’ as they were called in our official language, 
had a certain reputation. ' ’ 

t b. chiefly pi. An amount (of funds, goods, 
etc.) in excess of calculation, or of what Is usual ; 
an excess, a surplus. Obs. 

1719 W. Wood Surv. Trade 54 The Exceedings of the 

f ear 2712, which had so prodigious a Baliance in our 
avour, 1797 Burke Regie. Peace iii. Wks. VIII. 417 
Including the fisheries, and making a moderate allowance 
for the exceedings . . beyond his calculations. 2828 Ld. 
Grenville Sink. Fund 5 Without such an exceeding ... a 
sinking fund , .can have no solid operation. 2833 Lamb 
Elia {i860) 384 Much ado we used to have every. .December 
to account for our exceedings. 

Bxcee’ding, ppl. a. and adv. [f. as prec. + 
-ING -.] A. adj. 

f 1. Of persons, actions, language, etc. : Over- 
stepping the limits of propriety or custom ; going 
to extremes. Obs. 

2494 Faeyan Chron. iv. km. 43 He exercisid Tyranny. , 
in so excedynge manor, that the Countree waxed wery of 
hym, & conspyrid his deth. 2529 More Dyaloge iv. Wks. 
265/1 To shew by that great excelling word \ let him be ana- 
thema] the vndoubted trouth of the faith. 1585 Abp. 
Sandys Serm. (1841' 315 Why was Anna so exceeding in 
craving children at the hands of God ? 2644 H unton Find. 
Treat. Monarchy lv. 27 Exceeding Acts notwithstanding 
morall limitation are authoritative. 1742 Mrs, Delany ^J?<- 
tobiog. 4 ‘ Corr. U861) II. 291 Sir Philip Sydney’s famous 
Romance . . is far exceeding the exceedingness of the most 
exceeding imagination. 

2. Surpassing in amount or degree ; extremely 
great, excessive. Now only with sbs. denoting 
quality, condition, or feeling, or including a notion 
of magnitude or multitude. Rarely used predica- 
tivelv. 

2547-8 Order Communion 20 The excedyng loue of our 
master and onely sauior Jesus Christ.. 2568 Grafton 
Chron. II. 23 In the .vi. yere of his [William II’s] reigne 
were exceeding floodes. 1596 Spenser F. Q. iv. v. io 
W hose beauties beanie, .daz’d the eyes of all as vrith exceed- 
ing light. 2664 Power Exp. Philos. I. 76 The exceeding 
quantity of Water which at every interval he drinks, c 1680 
Beveridge Serm. (1729 II. 133 It cannot but be an exceed- 
ing grief . . to you that you cannot obey . . him. ^ 1734 tr. 
Rolan's Anc. Hist. (1827) I. Pref. 41 Attended with a vast 
concourse of people and exceeding magnificence. 2855 
Macaulay Hist. Eng, IV. 677 Reports touching the ex- 
ceeding badness of the beer which he brewed. 2866 
Neale Sentiences $ hymns 212 The exceeding host of 
priests. 2875 Scrivener Led. Grk. Test. 29 Their exceed- 
ing value for illustrating the literary history of these, ages. 
1878 G. Macdonald Phantasies II. xx. 132 His love for his 
father was so exceeding. 

*t* 3. Of surpassing excellence. Obs. 

2552 Latimer Serm. < 1571) 166 b, Christ tooke. , our nature 

vpon him Oh, what an exceeding thing is this? 1599 

Jonson Ev. Man out Hum. 11. ii, Wks. (Rtldg. ■ 43/1 How' 
long shall I live, ere I be so happy To have a wife of this 
exceeding form ? 

33. adv. « next Prefixed to adjs. or advbs. 
Very common in 1 7-1 8th c. ; now somewhat arch. 

1535 Coverdai.e i Chron. xxii, [xxi ] 13 Yet wyl 1 rather 
fall in to y liande of the Lorde, for his mercy is exceadynge 
greate. 1599 Shaks. Mach Ado in. iv. 25 My heart is ex- 
ceeding heauy. 1644 Milton Educ. Wks. <1847) 99/2 We 
Englishmen. .are observed by all Other nations to speak 
exceeding close and inward. 2735 Wesley Wks. (1872) L 28 
Mr. Delamotte was exceeding sick for several days. 2779 
Forrest Voy, N. Guinea 96 Our Papua friends . . had behaved 
exceeding civily. 1824 Wordsw. Excursion 1. 1 12 A virtuous 
household, though exceeding poor. 2857 H. Miller Test. 
Rocks, viii. 321 The controversy is one in which there is 
exceeding little footing for any party. 1857 Hawthorne 
Eng. Note -ides. 17 Sept., He is of exceeding fluent talk. 

Exceedingly (eksrdiqli), adv. [f. prec. + 
-ly -.] In an exceeding manner or degree. 
fl. Of manner : So as to surpass others. Obs. ' 
c 1470 Henry Wallace h. 30 Excedandlye he wald lyft 
mekill mar Than ony twa that that amang thaim land, 

2. Of degree: Above measure, extremely : 
a. with verbs; formerly in extensive use, now 
chiefly limited to those that indicate emotion, 
feeling, or the expression of them. 

*535 Coverdale Ps. civ. [cv.] 24 He increased his people 
exceadingly. 2591 Spenser Vis, World's Van. viii, A gilden 
towre which shone exeeedinglie. 2615 Latham Falconry 
(2633) 124 The wormwood exceedingly shred with a sharp 
kmfe. 2665 Boyle Occas. Reft. iv. xui. {2675) 255 The choice 
of ones Company does exceedingly discover whether a Man 
be Good, or Bad. 2678 Wanley Wond. Lit. World v. i. § 93. 
467/2 He travelled exceedingly for establishing the Peace of 
Christendom. 1797 Burke Corn IV. 420, 1 approve his 
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plan exceedingly. 1841 "Lake Arab Mts. I. 53, I praised 
God ..and rejoiced exceedingly, a 1845 Hood Ode to Miss 
Kelly it, I like exceedingly your Parthian dame. * 

b. with adjs. and advbs. Now only with the 
positive deg. ; formerly oceas. prefixed to more , too . 
*535 Coverdale Jonah i. xoThen were y e men exceadingly 
afrayed. *588 Shaks. L. L. L. iii. i. 145 My good knaue 
Costard, exceedingly well met. 1660 Bp. Hull's Rem. 
WBs. A ij, That account . . of the Life of the Reverend Au- 
thor. .is exceedingly too short, a 1677 Barrow Serm. 1 1741) 
I. i. 2 Exceedingly many needless incumbrances. 1704 
Newton Optics 111.(1721) 324 Is not this medium exceedingly 
more rare and subtile than the air ? 1772 Priestley Inst. 
Relig.i 1782' I. 83 The sole pursuit^of sensual pleasure is 
exceedingly injurious. 1847 James Convict ii, She seems to 
me to be exceedingly pretty. 1881 Med. Temp. Jrnl. No. 49. 
21 This he found to answer exceedingly well. 

+ Excee*dingness. Obs. [f. as prec. + -ness.] 
The quality or state of being in excess of usual 
limits ; excessive measure or degree. 

1580 Sidney Arcadia iv. 439 This complaint, .had awaked 
the spirits of the Arcadians, astonished before with theex- 
ceedingness of sorrow. 1625 K. Long tr. Barclay’s Argents 
v. ix. 350 Carried away with the exceedingnesse of glad- 
nesse. 1742 [see Exceeding ppl. a. 1.] 1847 in Craig. 

Excel (ekse’l), v. Also 5-8 excell(e. [ad. F. 
excdle-r, ad, L. excellere to rise above others, be 
eminent* f. ex- (see Ex- prefix *) + *cellere to rise 
high, tower, a vb. found only in compds., whose 
root appears in the adj. celsus lofty.] 

1 . intr. To be superior or preeminent in the 
possession of some quality, or in the performance 
of some action, usually in a good sense; to surpass 
others. Const, in, sometimes at. 

14. . Circumcis. in Tundale's Vis. (1843) 92 And the thyrd 
he calleth holyness For hit excel leth in perfeccion. cx 430 
Lydg. Lyfe St.Albon '15345 Aij, His goodnes so hyghly 
doth excell. 1529 More Com/, agst. Trib. n. Wks. 1206,1 
Some other vertue . . wherein the ryche manne maye . . 
excelle. 2590 Spenser F. Q. i. iv. 17 Pecocks, that excell 
in pride. 1611 Bible Gen. xlix. 4 Vnstable as water, thou 
shalt not excell. 163/; Sir T. Herbert Trav. 185 They are 
to say truly a warlike,, but desperate nation, excell in 
theeving. 1709 Pope Ess. Crit. 15 Let those teach others 
who themselves, excel 1781 Cowper Retirement 793 The 
Power That. .Bids these in elegance or form excel. 1802 
Mar. Edgeworth Moral T. 1816) I. x. 79 Ambitious of ex- 
celling at the game. 2811 Miss Mitford in L’Estrange Life 
I. 132 Scott certainly does not excel in the Spenser stanza. 

+ b. To be in greater proportion than another 
thing ; to preponderate ; = Exceed 5. Obs. 

■16.. Tarrjuin <$• Tullia, It was hard to tell, Whether 
its [the land’s] guilt or losses did excel. 

2 . trans. To be superior to (others) in the pos- 
session of some quality, or in the performance of 
some action ; usually in a good sense ; to outdo, 
surpass. Const, in, occas. at. 

1493 /Vr<w/7/<z(Pynson)6 Petronylla . . All other maydyns 
excelled in fairenesse. 2514 Barclay Egloge ii. (1570), The 
wretched lazar . . Hath life which doth the courters life 
excell. 2596 Spenser F. Q. v. xii. 35 A wicked hag, and 
Envy selfe excelling In mischiefe. 1667 Milton A L. 
iv. 490,. I . . see How beauty is excelld by manly grace 
And wisdom. 267s Hobbes. Odyssey 11677) 86. We do 
all other men excel At wrestling . . leaping, running well. 
1712 Addison Sped. No. 273 P2 Homer has excelled all. the 
heroic poets that ever wrote, in the multitude and variety 
of his characters. 2768 W. Gilpin Ess. Prints 167. Goupy 
very happily caught the manner of Salvator ; and in some 
things excelled him. 2820 Shelley Hymn to Mercury ii, 
She gave to light a babe all babes excelling. 2828 Scott 
F.. M. Perth Introd., The Castle may excel us in extent of 
prospect and natural sublimity of site. 

b. To surpass (another’s qualities or work) . rare. 
2611 Heywood Gold. Age 1. Wks. 1874 III. 14 Sibil! 
should produce a sonne, That should his Fathers vertues 
much excell 2779-81 Johnson L.P., Pope Wks. IV. 18 He 
has excelled every composition of the same kind. 

J 3 . a. To be greater than, exceed, b. To be 
too hard or great for, overpower. Obs. 

2667 Milton P. L. ii. 884 She op’nd, hut to shut Excel’d 
her power. Ibid. vm. 456 An object that excels the sense. 
2703 T. N. City <5* C. Parch. 5 A well proportion’d Ante- 
chamber, ought, .in length... not to excel the breadth. 

Excellence {e'kselens). [a. F. excellence , ad. 
L. excellcntia, f. excellent-em Excellent.] 

1 . The state or fact of excelling ; the possession 
chiefly of good qualities in an eminent or unusual 
degree ; surpassing merit, skill, virtue, worth, etc.; 
dignity, eminence. ' 

1382 Wyclif 2 Macc. vL 23 And he bigan for to thenke the 
worthi excellence of age, 1413 Lydg. Pilgr. Sowle iv. xxviil 
(1483) 74 Lucifer and his felaushyp . . delytynge them to 
wondren vppon theyr owne excellence. 2524 Barclay Cyt. 
<$• Uplondyshm . (Percy Soc.) 13 All the children. . He set in 
honour, and rowme of excellence. 2526 Pilgr. Per/. tW. 
de W. 1531) 208 b, The sublimite or hye excellence of the 
crosse of Chryst. 2590 Spenser F. Q. ii. xii. 87 The mind 
of beastly man . . hath soone forgot the excellence Of his 
creation. 2599 Shaks. Hen. V, 11. ii. 1x3 Whatsoever cun- 
ntngfiend it was, That wrought upon thee so preposterously. 
Hath got the voyce in hell for excellence. 1602 — Ham. v . 
ii. 143 Sir, you are not ignorant of what excellence Laertes 
is at his weapon. . a 2680 Butler Rem. (17 59) I. 10 One . . 
for his Excellence In height'ning Words and. shad’ wing 
Sense, .Was magnify’d. *7*9 Butler Wks. 1874 II. 
278 Superior excellence of any kind. . is the object of awe and 
reverence to all creatures. 2779-81 J ohnson L. P. P ope Wks. 
IVl 73 Those . . who attain any excellence commonly spend 
life in one pursuit. 2833 N. Arnott Physics (ed. 5) II. 167 
The brightest examples have arisen of intellectual and 
Moral excellence.- 2856 Froude Hist. Eng. (2858) I- 1. 49 


That .. most difficult condition of commercial excellence 
under which man should deal faithfully with his brother. 

b. Phrases : T Jn excellence of = superior to 
(obs.). By fin, way of) excellence', in early use 
translating L. per, propter excellentiam, Gr. tear 1 
ifixbv, in later use = Fr./tzr excellence : (so called) 
as being preeminently entitled to the designation 
given. Now rare. Cf. Eminence 8 c. 

C1400 Sowdone Bab. 17 While pat Rome was in excellence 
Of alle Realmes in dignite. 2613 Bp. Hall Holy Pauegy- 
rick Wks. 11627) 476 Attendance on His [God's] ordinance 
(which by an excellence is tearmed His sendee 1. a 1704 T, 
Brown Sat. Antients Wks. 1730 1. 18 Lucilius having . . 
embellished it [this poem], ought by way of excellence, to 
be esteemed the first author. 2822 T. L. Peacock Maid 
Marian ix, Richard the First of England, the archcrusader 
and anti-jacobin by excellence. 1838 9 Hallam Hist. Lit. 
II. iii. 11. §5. 102 Cesalpin was denominated, by excellence, 
the Philosopher. 2846 Grote Greece (2854) I. 55 In the 
mouth of an Athenian, Demeter and Persephone were always 
the Mother and Daughter, by excellence. 

2. That in which a person or thing excels ; an 
excellent feature or quality. 

c 2391 Chaucer A strol. n. § 26 The excellence of the spere 
solide. .shewyth manifeste the diverse assenciouns of signes 
in diverse places. 1601 Shaks. TweLN.i. iii. 127 To. What 
is thy excellence in a galliard, knight? And. Faith, I can 
cut a caper. 2703 Locke in FourC. Eng. Lett. 242 The 
adoration due to your other excellences. 2753 Johnson 
Rambler No. 208 P12 Some | papers] may be found, of 
which the highest excellence is harmless merriment. 1856 
Stanley Sinai $ Pal. viii. (1858) 325 The great excel- 
lence of the eastern table-land was . . in pasture and in 
forest. 1876 J. H. Newman Hist. Sk. 1. 1. iv. 297 Civilized 
nations allow that foreigners have their specific excellences, 
f b. An excellent action ; a kindness, favour. Obs. 
c 2385 Chaucer L. G. W. 2045 Ariadne , Yow that don me 
this excellence. 

+ 3 . a. An excellent personality. Obs. 

2447 Bokenham Seyntys Introd, (Roxb.) 5, I diligence 
Do to plesyn the wurthy excellence Of thys holy maydyn. 
1633 Ford Broken H. iv. ii, Y’are to render Account to 
that faire Excellence, the Princesse. 2722 E. Heywood 
British Recluse 20 Blush not, fair Excellence ! 1790 M rs. 

A. M. Johnson Monmouth II. 95 That sainted excellence 
fell under the repeated strokes of their bloody swords ! 

f b. Asa title of honour ; = Excellency 3 b. Obs. 

c 1590 Greene Fr. Bacon (1630) 51 If it may please the 
Lady Ellinor, One day shall match your Excellence and 
her. 1642 Slingsby Diary U836) 91 To treat w lh his excel- 
lence abt exchange of prisoners. 2670 G. H. Hist. Cardinals 
11. in. 184 The accident that happen'd betwixt his Excel- 
lences Servants, and the Corsi. 1712 Steele Sped. No. 497 
P2 He told his Excellence, That he [the speaker] had pre- 
tended . .. to be wiser than he really was. 1737 Pope Hot, 
j E pist. 11, ii. 44 Next pleas’d his Excellence a town to batter. 
2796 Burney Metastasio I. 403 Being furnished with a letter 
from me to your excellence. 

Hence B-xcelienceshLp. nonce-wd. 
c 2716 Lett. fr. Mist's Wkly. Jrnl. (1722) I. 59 To his 
Excellenceship the Author of the Weekly Journal 

Excellency (e*kselensi). Also 5 excelencye. 
[ad. L. excellentia : see prec. and -ency.] 
f l. = Excellence i. Obs. or arch. 

? a 1400 Chester PI. (Shaks. Soc.) 1. 9 Exsaulted by my 
excelencye. 2526 Pilgr. Perf. (W. de W. 1531* 195 b, To be 
had in honour ..as theyr vertue or excellency requyreth. 
*579 Fulke Heskins' Parl. 95 He could not better haue 
shewed his excellencie aboue Aaron. 1605 Camden Rem. 
(2637) 163 Lady lane Grey, .for her excellency in the Greek 
tongue was called for Greia, Graia. 1612 Bible Ps. lxii. 4 
They onely consult to cast him downe from his excellency. 
1674 Playford Skill Mas. Pref. 1 An high esteem of the 
Excellency of Musick. 1716-8 Lady M. W. Montague 
Lett. I. xl 262 Fountains, famous for the excellency of 
their water. 2783 Hailes Antiq. Chr. Ch. iv, 87 There is 
friendship, says he, between good men and the Divinity, 
moral excellency uniting them. 

b. High degree of skill ; proficiency. 

<22704 Locke (J.), I have, amongst men of parts and busi- 
ness, seldom heard any one commended for having an ex- 
cellency in musick. 

t c. concr. Something that excels, or takes the 
highest place ; the 1 beauty * or ‘ flower \ Obs. 

x6n Bible Isa. lx. 15, 1 will make thee an eternall excel- 
lencie, a ioy of many generations. 1660 W. Secker Non- 
such Prof 8 Man is the excellency of the creature, the 
Saint is the excellency of the man. 1667 E. Chamberlayne 
St. Gt. Brit. 1. 1. iii. U743' 6 The college of the knights of 
the garter . . is curiously adorned . . with the excellency of 
modern Painting and carving. 

f d. In phrases, By, for , with (an) excellency 
«= by way of excellence : see Excellence i b. Obs. 

1574 Hello wes Guevara’s Fam. Ep. (1577)4 For excel- 
lencie, it was written of him [Caesar] that he neuer forgot 
seruice, or euer did remember iniurie. 1632 Gouge God’s 
Arrows v. § 2. 41 1 This relative particle. . They , as here it 
is used, h to be taken xar e«y%tcqv fjxVJ with an excellency, 
1648 N. Estwick A Treatise 44 The pei*son here is called, 
by an excellencie, the Spirit of truth. 1726 M. Davies 
A then. Brit. III. 3 The fifth advance in Humanity is nam'd 
Poetry or Humanity it self, by excellency or preference. 

2. a. That in which a person or thing excels ; an 
excellent feature or quality ; a chief accomplish- 
ment, a specialty : «■ Excellence 2 . 

2601 Shaks. Twel. N. m iii. 163 Cram’d (as he thinkes) with 
excellencies. 2640 Fuller Joseph's Coat yiu. (1867) 195 
One’s excellency may consist in the unsnarling of a known 
controversy. 1676 Etheredge Man of Mode L i. That a 
mans excellency should lie in neatly tying of a Ribbond, or 
a Cre vat 1 2712 J. J am es tr. L e Blond s Gardening 143 The 
Maple has this peculiar Excellency, that it grows in the 
Shade. '1771 Sir J. Reynolds Disc. iv. (1876) ‘357 Those 
higher excellencies of which the art ii capable *839' L®>, 


Brougham Statesm. Geo. TIT, Ld. Grenville fed. 2) 144 The 
faults of his character were akin to. some of the excellencies. 

*j\b. With the : That which makes (a person or 
thing) to be excellent ; the criterion of excellence. 

1643 Burroughes Eap. Hosea iii. 11652) 207 What is the 
excellency of man but Religion? 1703 Moxon Meek. E.verc. 
98 The Excellency of Sawing is, to, keep the Kerf exactly 
m the Line marked out to be sawn. 1807 T. Thomson Ckent. 
(ed. 3) II. 495 The excellency of a good enamel is, that it 
easily fuses into a kind of paste at the heat which is neces- 
sary for baking stoneware. 

1 3 . a. An excellent personality; a ‘dignity*. Obs. 

2688 Collier Several Disc, i 1725) 278 The Arians . . say 
that Christ is. .called God only by way of Participation, as 
other created Excellencies are, 

b. As a title of honour. Cf. Eminence 5* Ex- 
cellence 3 b. 

The quots. show that it was formerly applied to royal per- 
sonages, to ladies, and others, though in England now limited 
to ambassadors, ministers' plenipotentiary, governors tex- 
tended also to their wives) and certain other high officers. 

[<71325 Address to Edw. //. in Pike Year dies. 13 > 14 
Edw. III. 362 Vestra Excellentia.] c 1532 Dewfs Introd. 
Fr. in Palsgr. 1037 Your excellency [Queen Mary of France] 
doth styre and move me continually. 1568 Grafton Chron. 
II. 390 Sir John Bushe made request, .that it might please 
the kinges hignesse and excellencie, that, etc. 1632 J. 
Hayward tr. Biondis Eromena B ij, The Lord grant your 
Excellencie [Dutchess of Richmond] all inpease of felicitie. 
1696 Whiston Th. Earth iii (1722) 276 His Excellency the 
Muscovite Ambassador. 1727 Swift Gulliver 1. v. 61 Their 
excellencies, who were privately told how much 1 had been 
tbeir friend. 2763 Scrafton Indostan iii. (2770) 64 They 
desired a private conference with the Soubah : but his Excel- 
lency, etc. 1822 Shelley Hellas Ded., To his Excellency 
Prince Alexander Mavrocordato, late Secretary for Foreign 
Affairs. 2848 Macaulay His\ Eng. II. 148 Retaining the 
guard of honour, the sword of state, and the title of Excellency. 

Excellent (e*k$elent), pfle., adj., and adv. 
Forms : 4-5 excelent(e, exellent, -ilent, 5-6 
exctrllente, 6 exelent (pi. excellentes), 4- ex- 
cellent. [a. F. excellent, ad. L. excellent-em, pr. 
pple. of excellere to Excel.] 

A. as pr. pple. [cf. -ENT 2]. Excelling. 

c 1400 Betyn mo Some fair lusty lady, that of pulcritude 
Were excellent al othir. £-2425 Wyntoun Cron, vu, vii. 15 
Tat Prynce excellent in vysdwme All Pryncis of be Crystyn- 
dwme. 1513 Douglas AEneis xni. vii. 30 Eneas, .excellent 
all the lave. 

B. adj. 

1 . Of a person or thing : That excels or sur- 
passes in any respect ; preeminent, superior, su- 
preme. Of qualities : Existing in a greater, or an 
exceptionally great, degree. 

ta. in favourable sense. Obs . ^merged in 3. 

1382 Wyclif i Cor. xii. 31 Sue $e the bettere gostli 3yftis. 
And sit I schewe to 30U a more excellent weye. 1387 Tre- 
visa Higden (Rolls) 1 1 1. 341 Plato was most excellent among 
Socrates [his] disciples. C1430 Life St. Katk. (1884) 17 The 
excellent beute was so greet that . . Adrian . . fille doun be- 
fore hem wyth greet drede. 1539 Tonstall Serm. Palm 
Sund. (1823) 52 John the Euangelist most excellent in inno- 
cency. 1555 Eden Decades < Arb.) 49 The excellente artificers 
Ooliab and Beselchel 1594 Blundevil Exerc. in. 1. xxi. 
(ed. 7) 326 They [the stars] are darkned by the excellent 
brightnes.se of the Sunne. 1604 T. Wright Passions iv. i. 
1 15 He that employeth his wit to many sciences, commonly 
cannot be excellent in any. 1610 A. Cooke Pope Joan in 
Hart. Misc. tMalh. ' IV. 20 St. Andrew's Church at Bour- 
deaux, one of the excellentest Churches in all France. 2656 
More Ant id. At Jt. (1712) 62 The excellent usefulness of the 
Horse. 1744 H arris Three Treat. \ 1841' 27 To consider , . 
which, upon the whole, is more excellent than the other two. 
t b. in bad or neutral sense. Obs. or arch. 

1588 Shaks. Tit. A. n. iii. 7 A very excellent peece of vii- 
lany. 1605 — Lear 1. ii. 128 This is the excellent foppery 
of the world. 2606 — A nt. $ CL 1. i. 40 Excellent fals- 
hood. 1629 Chatman Juvenal v. 282 Nor any excellentest 
Zany can More then a weeping-gut [Lat. plorante gulaj 
delight a man. 1649 Jer. Taylor Gt. Exernp. in. § 15, 160 
Crucifixion was an excellent pain, sharp and passionate. 
2759 H ume Hist. Eng. xlii. (1805 ' V. 305 Elizabeth . . was an 
excellent hypocrite. 2828 Shelley Julian 242 Those absurd 
deceits . . carry through The excellent impostors of this earth. 

*t 2 . Excelling in rank or dignity ; exalted, highly 
honourable. In heraldic use, a formal epithet 
indicating a rank higher than that denoted by 
‘noble’. Obs. 

c 1400 Maundev. (Roxb.) xxiv. 109 He es halden maste 
excellent emperour of ]?e world, c 2430 Life St. Katk. (1884) 
27 Than oon }>at was more excellent }?an ano]>er spake first, 
2486 Bk. St. Albans, Her. Aj a, It is shewyd. .of rigaiities 
wiche ben noble and wich ben excellent. . 2526' Tin dale 
Heb. i. 4 He hath by inheritaunce obteyned an excellenter 
■name then. haue they.), 2565 Harding in Jewel Def. Apol. 
(2622) 251 He would .* . aduance these Creatures [Bread' and' 
Wine] to a much excellenter condition. 1611 Bible Ps. 
cxlviii. 13 Let^ them praise the Name of the' Lord, for his 
Name alone is i excellent . [ntarg. exalted], a 1653 Gouge 
Comm . Heb. ii. x God sent . . his Son, more excellent than 
the excellentest meer creature. 170a A. de Moivre Metk. 
Squaring Curves in Misc. Cur. (2708) II. 258 That Excel- 
lent Person thinks this Series not to be General enough, 
f b. As a title of address. Obs. 

x6xx Bible Luke i. 3 To write unto thee in order, most 
excellent Theophilus. 163a J. Hayward tr. Biondis Ero- 
mena B ij. To the most Illustrious and right Excellent .» 
The Lord Duke of Richmond. 2634 Ford P. Warbech 
v. i. My commission Extends no further, excellentest lady. 
Than to a service, 

ri Assuming superiority, haughty, * superior*. 

c 2430 A. B. C. in Berbers Bk. 21 [Don't be] To elenge, ne 
to excellent, ne to eernesful neij>er« . . 


EXCELLENTLY, 
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3 . (The current sense ; originally a contextual use 
of i.) Used as an emphatic expression of praise 
or approval, whether of persons, things, or actions; 
Extremely good. 

1604 Shaks. Oth. 11. ui. 77 ’Fore Hearten : an excellent 
Song. 1606 — Tr. # Cr. 1. ii. 197 Here’s an excellent 
place, heere we may see mostbrauely. 1664 Evelyn Kal. 
Hod . '1729) 186 The . .Felicity of an excellent Gard’ner. 
Ibid. 189 The Dung of Pigeons and Poultry . . is excellent 
for the Fig-Tree. 1700 Dryden Fables Ded., I have en- 
joy’d the patronage of your family from the time of your 
excellent grandfather. 173a Arbuthnot/?*^ of Diet Wks. 
I. 247 A most excellent Drink in bilious Fevers. 1784 
Cowper Task xx. 790 Some minds, .taste Of what is excel- 
lent in man. 1833 Lamb Elia Ser. 11. xix. (1865' 371 , 1 rattled 
off some of my most excellent absurdities. 1849 James Wood- 
man vii, Are you sure these excellent friends of yours have 

f one on? 1835 Macaulay Hist. Eng. 111 . 325 Colin Mac- 
onald of Keppoch, an excellent specimen of the genuine 
Highland Jacobite, i860 Tyndall Glac. 1. xviii. 124 The 
snow was In excellent order. 

absol. 1611 Bible Ps. xvi, 3 My goodnes extendeth . . to 
the Saints . . and to the excellent. 1746-7 Hervey Medit. 
(1818) 220 Hast thou not known, the excellent of the earth, 
who were living images of their Maker? 1821 Hist. Geo. 
Desmond 85, I did not fail to count myself among the ex- 
cellent of the earth. 

t b. as sb. in pL Excellencies. Obs. rare, 

150a Ord. Crysten Men ( W. de W.) n. xvii. N iij, Honour, 
glory® . . and alt other excellentes and perfeccyons. 

f C. adv. — Excellently. Ohs. 
a. With verbs, b. With adjs. and ppl, adjs. ; 
with the latter often hyphened, e. With advbs. 
•well, ill. 

a. X483 Caxton Cato B j, Alexander . . to Socrates made 
reuerence ryght excellente and publykely. 1607 Shaks. 
Timan i. i, 29 Pain. ’Tis a good Peece. Poet. So ’tis, this 
comes off well, and excellent. 1642 Fuller Holy $ Prof. 
St. ii, xvi. 109 Here it doth most excellent. 

b. 5586 Cogan Haven Health xlvi. 1636) 60 It [Blessed 
Thistle] is excellent good against any kind of Feaver. 1586 
A. Day Eng. Secretary 1. (1625) 144 A number of excellent 
penned discourses. 1681 Nevile Plato Rediv. 24 Your 
excellent-built Vessel. 1719 De Foe Crusoe (1840; II. xvi. 
327 Wine . . they have excellent good. 

0. 1590 Marlowe Edw. II, v. v. Wks. (Rtldg.) 220/2 Ltgh. 
Was it not bravely done? Gur. Excellent well 1604 Shaks. 
Oth. it. iii. 121 Excellent well. 1612 Chapman IVidowes T. in 
Dodsley 0 , PI. (1780) VI. 202 How excellent ill this humour 
suits our habit. 1756 W. Toldervy Hist, Two Orphans 
II. 1 16 They, .doubted not of doing excellent well. 

Excellently (e’kselentli), adv. [f. prec. + 
-LY 2 .] In an excellent manner or degree. 
f 1 . So as to surpass (others). Const, of. Obs. 
c 3340 Gaw. fy Gr. Knt. 2423 pes wer forne j>e freest j?at 
folded alle he sele, Ex-ellently of alle hyse o}>er. 

2 . In an unusual degree; exceedingly, superla- 
tively, surpassingly: fa. with verbs (obs.) ; b. with 
adjs. : now only in good sense (with mixed notion 
of sense 3) ; e. with adv. well (arch.). 

a. c 1460 tr. T. & Kempis 145 Dispute not . . why Jus is so 
gretly peyned, Sc he is so excellently lifte up. 3599 Shaks. 
Much Ado nr. iv. 13, I like the new tire within excellently., 
b. *526 Pilgr. Perf. (W. de W, 1531I 2 For it may be 
ryght well, that some be excellently Ierned, and yet, etc. 
1548 R. Hutten Sum of Dminitie B v a, By the lawe is 
sin excellently giltye. 1621 Fletcher Pilgrim 1. ii, A sorrow 
shews in his true glory, When the whole heart is excel- 
lently sorry. 1651 Hobbes Leviath. 1. iv. 13 Excellently 
wise, or excellently foolish. 1677 Dryden State Innocence 
Pref., Comedy is both excellently Instructive, and extreamly 
leasantu 1826 Southey Lett. (1856) IV. 37 Believing that 
e is an excellently good man. 

C. 1529 More: Dyaloge 1. Wks. 121/r Many an holy bishop 
..excellently wel Ierned in scripture. 1603 Bacon Adv. 
Learn, n. xviii. § t A science excellent, and excellently well 
laboured. 1713 Steele Sped. No. 270 r x His Part, and 
that of the Maid . .are excellently well performed. 

3 . Extremely well. 

1337 Bible Isa. xii. 5 in Lewis Eng, Transl. Bible (vj 31) 
16 Synge unto the Lorde, for hehath doneexcellentlye, 1553 
Eden Treat New Ind. Ded., Howe excellently the Poet 
Homere had set forth his heroical factes. 1603 Knolles 
Hist. Turks (1638) 247 A company of braue soldiers excel- 
lently furnished. 1653 Walton Angler 31 And so excel- 
lently cook’d this fish. 1783 V. Knox Ess. cxxxit. Wks. 
(1824) II. 68 He [Erasmus] has written so excellently that, 
etc. 1836 Miss Mitford Village Ser. 11.(1863) 2 7 2 Our ex- 
cellently-inten tioned governess. 1871 Morley Voltaire 
(1886) 65 Excellently constituted as Fontenelle was in a 
great many ways. 

+ E xcellentaess, Ohs . [f. as prec. v -ness.] 
= Excellence. 

*569 Golding Heminges Post. 12 Hee commendeth John 
for the excellentnesse of his Prophecie. 1576 Fleming 
Panopl. Epist. 397 Writers of no lesse excellentnesse then 
ancientnesse. 1730-6 in Bailey (folio). 1775 in Ash. 

Excelling (eksediq), vbl. sb. [f. Excel + 
-tngL] The action of the vb. Excel ; also an 
instance of the same. 

1561 Daus tr. Bullinger on A poc. (1573) * 2 5 Their excell- 
yng is but in mouth and in boastyng. 1824 Scorr Red- 
gauntlet let. v, They [thy two last letters] excel 1 though. the 
task was difficult) thy usual excellings. 

Excelling, ppl. a. [f. as prec. + -ing 2 .] That 
excels; superior, surpassing. Now only in good 
sense, f Of a number : Exceedingly great. 

1581 Sidney Apol.Poetrie (Arb.) 67 They are excelling 
parts of Poesie. 1604 Shaks. Oth. v. ii . it Thou cunning’st 
Patterne of excelling Nature. 1646 H. Lawrence Comm. 
Angelts 5 The Divell hath a most excelling malice. 1663 
Gerbier Counsel D iij b, That may in time make up an ex- 
celling number. 174* Richardson Pamela IV, 334 The 


excelling Youth should be set to read, .a little Portion from 
the best Translations. 1830 Mrs. Jameson Leg. Monast. 
Ord. Introd. 20 These communities produced some of the 
most excelling of the early artists. . 1879 Chr. Rossetti 
Seek 6* F. 34 The Law. .was not glorious, as compared with 
the excelling glory of the Gospel. 

Hence SxceTlingly adv., ExoeTlingness, the 
state or quality of excelling; = Excellence. ^ 

1621 Lady M. Wroth Urania 452 Make mee excellingly 
vnfortunate. 1701 Beverley Glory of Grace 31 It is raised 
to that Excellingness, that, etc. 

t Excels©, Ct. and sb. Obs. [ad. L. excels-us 
high, lofty, ppl. adj. of excellere : see Excel.] 

A. adj. Lofty, high ; rare in lit. sense ; fig. of 
high rank, character, or quality. 

1 368 Grafton Citron. II. 390 Besechvng his excelse, high, 
and adorant Majestie, that he would witsafe to graunt him 
this or that. 1598 Yong Diana 48 Any beautie . .Though 
it be neuer so excelse, 1651 Howell Venice ti6 Most ex- 
celse and victorious Prince. 1656 Earl Monm. Advt. fr, 
P amass. 293 They . . did chiefly wonder, that the prime 
Senators of so excelse a Commonwealth did freely exercise 
marchandising. 1657 Tomlinson Rettou’s Disp . 458 Those 
that inhabit excelse plants. 1730-6 in Bailey (folio). 1775 
in Ash. 

B. sb. [tr. L. excelsum. ] A * high place’, rare— 1 . 
[1480 Caxton Citron. Eng. 11. (1520) 18/2 Jonathan son to 

Osyas, .tolce not away excelsa as other dyde.] 1609 Bible 
(D ouay) Isa. xvi. 12 Moab hath laboured for his excelses 
[i6ii the high place]. 

Excelsior (eksedsioi). [L., compar. deg. of 
excelszts high : see Excelse.] 

[| 1 . a. The Latin motto (‘higher ’) on the seal 
of the State of New York (adopted by the senate 
of that state 16 Mar. 1778), the accompanying 
device being a rising sun. Hence attrib. in The 
Excelsior State , New York. b. Used by Long- 
fellow (quasi -int. as an expression of incessant 
aspiration after higher attainment) as the refrain 
of a popular poem ; hence employed with similar 
sense by many later writers. 

The adverbial meaning (=‘ upwards*' commonly given to 
the motto cannot be justified by L. grammar. According 
to S. Longfellow Life H. IV. Longfellow I. 384, the poet was 
at first unaware of the solecism in the motto as thus inter- 
preted, and when it was pointed out to him suggested that 
the word might be taken to stand for Scopus mens excelsior 
est , * My goal is higher.* It is not clear whether the original 
use on the seal is a blunder, or whether it was meant as an 
abbreviation for some grammatically admissible phrase. 

1778 Drawing of Seal in N. Y. Smate Rep. (1881) No. 61 
Excelsior. 1841 Longf, Excelsior 30 A voice replied, far 
up the height, Excelsior ! 

2. Often used as a ‘trade-mark’, and attrib. in 
the names given by tradesmen to special articles 
of manufacture ; also in the titles of various perio- 
dicals in U. S. and in England. 

1851 Catal. Grt. Exhibition III. 1467 Excelsior soap [An 
American exhibit]. 1876 Furniture Gaz. 24 June 401/1 The 
Excelsior spring mattress. 1888 {title) The New Excelsior 
Test Cards in Arithmetic. 

3 . U. S. A trade name for short thin curled 
shavings of soft wood used for stuffing cushions, 
mattresses, etc. Also attrib. in excelsior-machine . 

xZfiZ Specif. U. S. Patent No. 75728 A machine for manu- 
facturing that article of commerce technically called ‘excel- 
sior’ for filling mattrasses. 1873 Furniture Gaz. 22 May 
3/2 ‘ Excelsior * or fine wood shavings used for cheap uphol- 
stery purposes. 2874 Knight Did. Meek, 1. 815/1 Excelsior- 
Machine. 1884 Boston (M ass.) Jml, 9 June, Large quanti- 
ties of poplar-wood, to be used in the manufacture of excelsior. 

f ExceTsitude. obs. fad. L. type *excelsi- 
tiido, f. excels-us lofty: see Excelse and -tude,] 
Highness, majesty. 

^1470 Harding Chron. clxxviil xvi, The! .. putte their 
cause to God his hie excelsitude. 1599 Nashe Lenten 
Siuffe 22 To chaunt and carroll forth the Alteza an excelsi- 
tude of this monarchall fludy Induperator. 1730-6 in Bailey 
( folio). 177s in Ash. 

b. humorously . As a title or form of address ; 

s» Highness. 

*599. Nashe Lenten Stujfe Ep. Ded., Your diminutiue 
excelsitude and compendiate greatnesse. 

t Exce’lsity. Obs.-° [ad. L. excelsitds lofti- 
ness, f. excels-us lofty : see Excelse.] Height, alti- 
tude, loftiness; ‘haughtiness’ (fisdlty folio 1730-6), 
1623 in Cockeram. 165 6 in Blount Glossogr. 1721-1800 
in Bailey, 1775 in Ash. 

Excentral (eksemtral), a. Bot. [f. L. ex- out 
of + centr-mn Centre + -al.] Out of the centre ; 
«= Eccentric 3. 

1847 in Craig ; and in mod. Diets. 

Exeentric, -ical, etc. : see Eccentric, -ical. 
Except (ekse*pt), v. Also 4-6 excepte, 6 
Sc. excep, 7 eccept, exept. [ad. F. exccpte-r, {. 
L. except- ppl. stem of excipere to take out, f. ex- 
out + capers to take. Cf. Pr. excep tar { the formally 
equivalent L. exceptare had only the sense ‘to 
catch, take up V AF. had exceper (Britton 11. xvi. 
§ 3, iv. iv. §1) app. ad. L, excipere 
1 . trans. To take or leave out (of any aggregate 
or collective whole) ; * to leave out and specify as 
left out ’ ( J,) ; to exclude (from an enumeration, 
the scope of a statement or enactment, a privilege, 
etc.) ; to leave out of account or consideration. 
Const, from, out of\ also simply . 


1530 Palsgr. 541/2 He is the best of al his kynne, I excepte 
none. *535 Covp;rdale i Cor. xv. 27 He is excepted, which 
put all thinges vnder him. 1594 Hooker Eccl. Pol. 11. iii. 
11611) 59 All meates indifferent . . were it not that God by 
name excepted some. x6ox Shaks. ful. C. n. i. 281 Within 
the Bond of Marriage, tell me Brutus, Is it excepted, I 
should know no Secrets That appertaine to you. a 1656 Bp, 
Hall Via Media Rem. Wks. (1660) 376 He hath given his 
law to all, [he] excepts no man. .from salvation. 1680 Bax- 
ter .ri nsw. StilUngfl, xii. 20 He that marrieth Persons may 
not except the Husbands Power of Government, a 1714 
Burnet Own Time II. 302 Another clause in the bill was 
liable to great objections : all the royal family were excepted 
out of it. 1 776 Adam Smith IV. N. 1. xi. I. 227 If you 
except corn and such other vegetables as are raised by 
human industry. 1824 Scott St. Ronan's xxx, I hope you 
do not except yourself? 1882 J H. Blunt Ref. Ch . Eng. 
II. 196 He was excepted from the general pardon. 

b. In pa. pple. excepted in the absol. const,, and 
placed after the sb. Cf. Except pa pple . 2. 

1514 Earl Worcester in Ellis Orig. Lett. ti. 69 I. 234 He 
shall have, .as many [men] more, .to serve his Grace ayenst 
any Prince leving noon reservid nor exceptid. 1568 Graf- 
ton Chron. II. 72 His father the king excepted there is none 
whose honor I more tender and love. 1634S1RT. Herbert 
Trav. 46 [The I le] procreates nothing noteworthy. Salt ex- 
cepted. 1769 Robertson Chas. V, III. vii. 18 The whole 
kingdom, a small corner excepted, was subjected to the 
Turkish yoke. 1875 Bryce Holy Rom . Emp, xi. <ed. 3)172 
The Church excepted, no agent did so much to keep alive 
the memory of Roman institutions. 

2 . intr. To make objection ; to object or take 
exception. Const, against (exceedingly common 
in i;thc.), t at, to. Also in indirect passive. 

[From the use of I- excipere {adv erst is aliqnem) in Roman 
Law; the etymological notion being that of limiting the 
right alleged in an opponent's declaration by setting up a 
countervailing right in the defendant which excepts his case 
(see Exception 4) ] 

1577 Hanmer Anc. Eccl. Hist. (1619) 246 He excepteth 
against Eusebius and his adherents, as open enemies, 1601* 
Si-iaks. Twel. H. 1. iii. 7 Mar. Sir Toby .. your Cosin .. 
takes great exceptions to your ill houres. To. Why let her 
except. i6ix Bible Transl. Pref. 5 Sixtus, .and Alphonsus 
. .men not to be excepted against by them of Rome. 1620 
Bacon in Ellis Orig. Lett. 11. 259 III. 236, I may be allowed 
to except to the witnesses brought against me. 1647 May 
Hist. Pari. 11. ii. 33 Parliament consented to all the Propo- 
sitions ; but the King excepted against one of them. 1665 
Glanvill Seeps. Sci. 53 He excepts at Gassendus's anima d- 
verting on Aristotle's manners. 1713 Steele Guardian No. 
34 One. .excepted to tire gentility of Sir William Hearty, 
because be wore a frize coat. 1746 Da Costa in Phil, 
Trans. XLIV. 406 As for the regular Figure of the Belem- 
nites being excepted against, I believe few Fossilists will 
argument that. 1850 Merivale Rom. Emp. (ed. 2) II. 30 
'lhe criminals who excepted against Cato were generally 
condemned. 1885 Sir E. E. Kay in Law Times Rep. LI I. 
84/2 They had got their affidavit, to the sufficiency of which 
they did not except. 

t b. transf. of a document. Obs. 

1809 R. Langford Introd. Trade 22 If the bill be foreign, 
a merchant draws two or three of the same, .date, each of 
which excepts against the rest, that no more than one of 
them should be paid. 

f 3 . trans. To offer or allege as an objection ; 
to object. Const, with simple obj. or obj. clause, 
against, to. Obs. 

a 1592 Greene. fas. IV, v. iv, 0 lawyer. .Why thrive you 
by contentions 1 why devise you Clauses and subtle reasons 
to except ? 1625 Bacon Ess., Marriage (Arb.) 267 They 
have heard some talke ; Such an one is a great rich Man ; 
And another except to it ; Yea, but he hath a great charge 
of Children. 1639 Fuller Holy War 11. xxxix % (1840) 102 
Others excepted, that this exception was nothing worth. 
1680 Burnet Rochester (x 6 yd) 96 , 1 desired him to. .see what 
he could except to them. 1753 Stewards Trial 267 The 
learned gentleman, .has been pleased to except against this 
part of the evidence ; that [etc.]. 

+ 4 . To object to ; to take exception to ; to pro- 
test against. Obs. rare exc. in Shaks. 

*593 Shaks. Rich, II, 1. i. 72 There I throw my gage.„ 
Ana lay aside my high bloods Royalty, Which feare. . makes 
thee to except, c 1600 — Sonn. cxlvii, I desperate now 
approve Desire is death, which physic did except, 
t 5 . In lit. sense : To take out, extract, excerpt. 
1721 Strype Eccl. Mem. I. xii. 315 The judgments of 
which two last are excepted out of the rest and printed in 
the History of the Reformation. 

f 6 . To receive, accept. Obs. [A frequent sense 
of L. excipere ; but in some at least of the ex- 
amples the word is a mistake for Accept.] 

*393 Gower Conf. III. 178 To the pouer and to the riche 
His (the king's] lawes mighten stonden liche, He shall 
excepte no persone. 1509 Hawes Past. Pleas, xvi. xxxix. 
Her [fortune's] louring chere she may ryght sone chaunge, 
And you excepte and cal unto her grace, c 1530 Ld. Bf.rneks 
Arth. Lyt. Bryt. (1814) 260 Her grace hath excepted my 
seruice. 1550 J. Coke Eng. $ Fr. Herald $ 157 (1877) 103 
To except them - as they be) very lordes of the narowe sea. 
1603 Knolles Hist. Turks (1638) 149 Which their offer he 
gladly excepted. 1635 A, Stafford Fern. Glory (1869) 92 
God so willing eccept my ejaculatory Prayrs. 
absol. 1597 Montgomerie Cherrie $ Sine 1002 Quhat wald 
thou do, I wald we wist : Except, or giue us cure. 
Except (ekse’pt \ pple., prep., and conj. Also 
5-6 excepts, 5 Sc. excep. [ad. L. except-us f 
pa. pple. of excipere : see Except vl} 
f A. pple.** excepted \ pa. pple. of Except v. 

+ 1 . As predicate (with the vb. to be) or as com- 
plementary obj. ; Not included. Also occas.. 
Exempted. Obs. 

2482 Monk of Evesham (Arb.) 63 He thoughte hym selfe 
excepte in this worlde fro the comon Iabur of men. *5*3 
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■ JaT>. Berners Froiss. I. cxlvii. 177 To this trase all parties 
were agreed, but Bretayne was clerely excepte. 1526 Pilgr. 
Per/ A W. de W. 1531) 62 The greatest synner that is may 
attayne therto, and none be excepte. 1535 Coverdale 
1 Kings xv. 22 Kynge Asa caused it be proclamed in all 
luda : Here be no man excepte. 

+ 2 . ? Accepted. Obs. (See Except v. 6.) 

(The old edd. read expert, which may be correct.) 

C1400 Rom. Rose 4291 She was except in his servise. 

+ 3 . In concord with a sb. in the nominative abso- 
lute ; — ' (being) excepted Obs. 

a. preceding the sb. ^See B. 1.) 

b. following the sb. 

1467 in Eng. Gildsii 870) 394 Yf eny citezen fforen wolle. . 
sue eny citezen denesyn for eny matere or cause done w* 
outforth. .pies of lond only except. 1494 Fa by an Chron. v. 
cx. 84 All other, as well of Brytons as of Saxons, faylyd, or 
lefte of, that allonly excepte. 1535 Coverdale Acts xxvi. 
29, I wolde to God that. . I mighte persuade. .the. .to be 
soch as I am these bondes excepte. [Wyclif, out takun thes 
bondis; Vul except is vinculis his.) 1594 Shaks. Rich. 
Ill, v. iii, 243 Richard except) those whom we fight against, 
Had rather haue vs win, then him they follow. 1646 E. 
F[isher] Mod. Divinity 7 Let all the fruits of Paradise be 
in thy power, one tree except. 1667 Milton P.L. it 678 God 
and his Son except, Created thing naught vallu’d he nor 
shun’d. 

B. prep. 

1 . I11 ME., in the construction A. 3, the pple., like 
its synonym out-taken, might precede the sb. 
When this collocation of a pple. ceased to be 
idiomatic, except became a prep., with the sense : 
Excepting, with the exception of, save, but. 

Owing to the rarity of instances in which an inflected 
pron. takes the place of a sb., it is impossible to say definitely 
how soon the change in the grammatical character of the 
word took place, but it had prob. begun before 16th c. Cf. 
Fr. excepte and hormis, which are now treated as preps. 
Possibly the word was sometimes taken as the imperative of 
Except v. ; cf. excipe in the Eton Latin Syntax. 

1377 Langl .P.Pl. B. ix. 140 Alleshaldeye. .Excepte one- 
liche of eche kynde a couple [A. x. 169 out-taken Eihte 
soules and of vche beest A couple}, c 1470 Henry Wallace 
v. 1026 Thai entryt in, befor thaim fand no ma, Excep 
wemen. 14 . . Customs of Malt on in Surtees 1 Use. ( 1 890 1 58 I n 
y !i feyldes and .in y more. ; and in all othyr places, excepptt 
severall of y lord e. 1360 Whitehorne Arte Warre (1573) 
8,3 b, No Gapitayne will lye neere the enemie except hee that 
is disposed tofighte the fielde. x$gx Shaks. i Hen. VI, 1. i. 
91 France is reuol ted from the English quite, Except some 
petty Townes. 1653 W. F. Meteors m. 56 Old Wives are 
wont to say that no night in the year except one, passeth 
without Lightning. 1766 Goldsm. Vic. W. xix, The rabble 
of mankind . . know nothing of liberty except the name, i860 
Dickens Uncomm , Trav. iii, Everybody else in the room 
had fits, except the wardswoman. 1870 Morris Earthly 
Par. I. i. 291 There where we go shall all be new to thee 
Except the love that thou hast won from me. 

+ 2 . Leaving out of account ; hence, in addition 
tb, besides, as well as. Obs. rare. 

1578 Dalrymple tr. Leslie's Hist. Scot. 27 Excepte fleshe, 
fishe and eldinge. .this lie hes a pasture, .that may feid 
sum wethiris. 1756 Amory % Buncle <1770) 1 . 101 Except 
hours of sleep, we were rarely from each other. 

f 3 . Without. Obs. rare - 1 . 

# 3588 J. M ellis Briefe Instr. F v b, Neuer enter any parson 
in your booke . . except the consent of the same person. 

C. eonj. 

1 , Introducing a predicative clause expressing a 
fact that forms an exception to the statement made. 
Now only in full form except that (in which except 
looks like a prep, with sentence as obj .) ; in 16- 
17th c. that was sometimes omitted. Cf. Fr. ex- 
cepte que. 

1568 Grafton Chron. II. 260 Then there came.. men of 
estate out of the good Townes of Flaundyrs, except out of 
Gaunt there came none. 1593 Shaks. Rich. If, 1. iv.,6 Rich. 
What store of parting tears were shed ? Aunt, Faith none 
for me: except the Northeast wind.. Awak*d the sleepie 
rhewme, and so by chance Did grace our hollow parting 
withateare, 1601 — Alls Well iv. iii. 300 More of his 
souldiership I know not, except in that Country, he had the 
honour to be the Officer . .to instruct for the doubling of files. 
Mod. The cases are quite parallel, except that A. is a 
younger man than B. 

2 . Introducing a hypothetical clause expressing 
a supposed case in which an exception will or 
may exist ; = ‘ unless’, * if not’. 

fa. in full form except that, except that if. 
Obs. rare. 

1513 More in Hardinfs Chron. (1543), This is my minde 
. .excepte that any of you my Lordes anye tliinge perceaue 
to the contrarye [The reading is doubtful ; Rastell's text 
{More's Whs. 1557 I. 48) omits that). 1323 Ld. Berners 
Froiss. I. ccxii. 257 He shall leaue them entierly to us, 
excepte that if y« Frenche kynges had theym by exchaunge 
for other landes. 

b. as simple conj. The use of subjunct. or 
indie, follows the same rules as with If. 

14 . . Customs of Mal‘ on in Surtees Misc. (1890) S 9 Excep- 
p"d thay haffe prisoners for to delyver. 1526 Pilgr. Perf. 
(W. de W. 1531' i Harde it is for any persone. .to perceyue 
the. .dryfte of this treatyse. . excepte they rede before, .the 
two fyrst bokes. 1531 A ct. 23 Hen. VIII , i. §4Everysuch 
person . . shall . . abide in perpetuall prison. .Except onely 
such person... do fynde two sufficiente suerties. >641 
Winthrop New Eng. (1826) II. 43 He., said he would 
not go off the bench except he were - commanded. 1678 C, 
Hatton in Hatton Corr. (1878' 163, I desire not to meddle 
with y 3 mother, except yr Low** will take y* hoys. *703 
Moxon Meek. Exerc. 252 Except my memory fails me, 
tjhese are all. 1734 Richardson Grandison (1781) IV, xix. 
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149 Nobody knows of the matter, except he has complained 
to my Brother. 1850 Tennyson In Mem. xciv. In vain 
shalt thou.. call The spirits. .Except. .thou too canst say, 
My spirit is at peace with all. 1872 Dasknt Three to One 
I. 219 She never offered any one advice, except it were 
asked of her. 

c. After except conj. the phrases it be, it were, 
etc., are often used instead of repeating the prin- 
cipal verb. 

1391 Shaks. i Hen. VI, 1. i.43 Ne’re throughout the yeere 
to Church thou go’st, Except it he to pray against thy foes. 
<21674 Milton (Webster 1864', Except it be because her 
method is so glib and easy. 1812 Southey Lett. 11856* II. 
252 No drama . . will be [written} except it be by the same 
hand. 

3 . Followed by an adv., phrase, or clause express- 
ing the particular manner, degree, time, place, 
means, purpose, attendant circumstance, etc., with 
regard to which the proposition is not applicable : 
Otherwise (or elsewhere, etc.) than. 

This construction may be regarded as an instance of the 
use of the prep, (see B. 1 1 with advb phrase as obj. , for which 
cf. expressions like * The cause was tried in London instead 
of at York/ It may, however, have arisen from 2 by ellipsis : 
cf. similar use of unless. 

1586 A. Day Eng. Secretary 1. (1625) 53 The ordering 
whereof (except in Letters Excusatorie or Defensorie) is 
wholly exempted the course in those Letters prescribed. 
1596 Shaks. Merck. V. 11. i, 12 , 1 would not change this hue, 
Except to steale your thoughts my gentle Queene. 1654 
Fuller Triana iii, He.. affirms her disease mortal, except 
one herb procured for her, etc. 1766 Goldsm. Vic. W. 
xxiv, Nor do I know how to prevent the course of jus- 
tice, except by paying the money myself. 1816 J. Wilson 
City of Plague 1. iii, A lone castaway . .Who hopes no resting- 
place except in heaven. 1857 Buckle Civiliz. I. xi. 632 So- 
ciety can have no hold on any class except through the 
medium of their interests. 1868 C. Clarke Relig. $ Duty 
70 The Apostle counted himself weak except as strengthened 
by the Spirit of God. 1877 F. Hall Eng. Adj. in -able 161 
Rely, Except metaphorically, has not a personal reference. 
Mod. The city was strongly fortified on all sides, except here. 

b. Except for : exception being made for, were 
it not for, but for. 

t Exce*ptance Obs. rare -1 [f. Except v. + 
-ance.] = Exception. 

1603 W. Watson in Dodd Ch. Hist, of Eng. (1841) IV. 
xxxii, None taking, nor imagining how to take, exceptance 
against the premises. 

Exceptant (ekse-ptant), a. and sb. [ad. L. ex- 
cept ant-em, pr. pple. of except are : see Except v.] 

A. adj. That excepts ; taking exception. 

1846 Worcester cites Ld, Eldon. 1864 in Webster ; and 
in mod. Diets. 

B. sb. One who excepts ; esp. in Law, one who 
takes exception to some part of the proceedings 
in a court, usually an accused person who excepts 
to a judge or juror. 

1697 Exceptions to Decree of Commissioners in Cunib. <5* 
West. A rchoeol. Soc. T ra ns. VIII. 98 The messuages and 
lands in the Exceptants possession. 

+ Excepta’tion. Obs. rare— 1 , [ad. late L. 
exceptcitidn-em , n. of action f. exceptare to take 
out, receive : see Except v.] a. •= Exception. 
b. £ An often receiving* (Bailey folio 1730-6). 

1662 Allestree Serin. I. 235 Because David went aside, 
and was upright with an Exceptation. 

Excepted (ekse*pted), ppl. a. and prep . [f. 
Excepts. + -edL] 

A. ppl. a. In senses of the vb. 

a 1369 Kingesmyll Man's Est. v. (1580) 21 They eate of 
the excepted tree, 1649 Nicholas Papers (Camden I. 132 
Articles contayning nothing in relacion to excepted persons 
but leave to transport themselves. 1667 Milton P. L. xi. 

f 26 Some, .who never touch'd Th’ excepted Tree. 1692 W. 
jOwth Vindication (1699) 54 The third instai c i of Excepted 
Cases. 1833 Maurice Proph. <5- Kings vii. 107 It is extremely 
rash, .to deduce the nature, .of prophecy from doubtful and 
excepted cases. 

absol. a 1636 Bp. Hall Modest Offer Rem. Wks, (1660) 338 
All the Churches , . (who do all submit themselves to Bishops, 
or Superintendents, except the fore-excepted), 

+ B. prep. - Except B. i. Obs. 

1539 Baldwin in Mirr. for Mag. (1563) E 1 h. The hluddy 
tyrant brought them all to ende Excepted me. 

Excepte? (ekse*ptPi). [f. as prec. + -erL] 
a. One who excepts or takes exception (to any- 
thing). t b. =- Accepter, (cf. Except v. 6). Obs. 

1639 Ainsworth Antiot. Pentat. Advt. 7 It would be 
known of this Excepter . . whether he would have men 
alwaies to follow the word in the line, or in the margin. 
1642 Rogers Naaman 9 God is no excepter of persons, 
grace is free. 

Excepting (ekse-ptiq), vbl. sb. [f. Except v. 
+ -ing L] The action of the verb Except. 
a 1626 Bacon Jurisdict. Marches Wks. 1740 IV. 136 The 
excepting of that shiie by itself doth fortify that, etc. 1634 
Sanderson Serin. II. 288 Here is no excepting against any 
witness : nor refusal of any judge. 

Excepting (ekseptig), prep, and conj. Also 
6-7 Sc. exeepand, exceptand. [f. as prec 4- -ing 2 .] 
A. prep. 

1 . quasi -prep. The pr. pple. of the vb. used 
absol. : = 1 It one excepts ’. 

1549 Compl. Scot. xi. 95 A 1 the irland men ar sklauis til 
hym, exeepand ane certan that kepis them sel on the strait 
montanis. 1333 Brende Q. Curtins 107 b, He commaunded 
the baggage, .to be brought together in one place excepting 
only such tbinges as were very necessary. 1393 Shaks. 
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2 Hen. VI, 1. i. 193 Thy deeds . . Hath wonne the greatest 
fauour of the Commons, Excepting none but good Duke 
Humfrey. 1637-50 Row Hist. Kirk (18421 177 That no 
meetings he among the pastors without his Majestie’s con- 
sent, exceptand alwayes their ordinarie Sessions. 1693 Dry- 
den Persius Sat. v. 129 May I not live without Control or 
Awe, Excepting still the Letter of the Law? 1796 Ned 
Evans 1. 146 His neighbours, .excepting the article of cash, 
were, .his equals. 1874 Morley Compromise > 1886 105 Of 
all societies . . not even excepting the Roman Republic, 
England has been the most emphatically, .political. 

2 . Hence as simple prep. : With the exception 
of, except. 

1618 Hales Gold. Rem. (1688) 381 All young Persons, 
excepting my self. 1697 Collier Ess. Mor. Subj. 1. iii. (1732) 
130 Excepting the Royal Family, they get but little by it. 
1766 Goldsm. Vic. W. xxxii. This was received with great 
approbation by all, excepting my wife, 18x8 Jas. Mill Brit. 
India II. v. iv. 431 They were in possession of the whole of 
Mysore, excepting the principal forts. 1863 Mary Howitt 
F. Bremer' s Greece II. xvi. 149 Nothing to be seen on the 
place excepting some blocks of marble. 

B. conj. 

1 . With the exception of the fact that ; ** Ex- 
cept C. 1. 

Mod. The copy is perfectly accurate, excepting that the 
accents are omitted. 

2 . Unless; — Except C. 2. In early use occas. 
with that. 

1632 Gaule Magastrom . xxvi, Neither doe any kind of 
men agree more together then astrologers and poets doe, 
excepting that they d issent about Lucifer and Vesper, c 1714 
Lady M. W. Montague Let. to Mrs. Hewet, You see what 
stuff I am forced to write, but to such I am compelled, 
excepting I should entertain you with York loves and 
piques. 1804 Wellington in Owen Disp. 286 Scindiah 
certainly could have done nothing excepting he could bring 
his brigades to Poonah. 

3 . With adv. or phrase; =ExceptC. 3. Now rare. 

a x 6 41 Bp. Mountagu Acts fy Mon. (1642) 463 Others 

[fasted}, at evening : onely excepting in the weeke before 
Easter. s66o J er. Taylor Duct. JDubit. n. iii Rule iv, To it 
self onely it is to be imputed, excepting where the malice of 
the first agent hath, etc. 1800 Mrs. Hkrvey Mourtray Fam. 
I. 129 Lady Clannarmon 'excepting when she forgot me) 
provided for my maintenance. 1803 Wellington in Owen 
Disp. 779 The exportation of British manufactures, except- 
ing of military stores, ought to be free. 1849 Sk. Nat. Hist., 
Mammalia IV. 54 Excepting during the rainy season these 
little animals can never taste fresh water. 

Exception (ekse-pjbn). Forms : 4-7 excep- 
eion, -cioun, 5-6 -cyon, 6 -tioun, 5- exception, 
[a. AF. excepcioun (Fr. exception ), ad. L, excep- 
tidn-em, n. of action f. excipere to Except.] 

1 . The action of excepting (a person or thing, 
a particular case) from the scope of a proposition, 
rule. etc. ; the state or fact of being so excepted. 
Const .from, to. 

£■1385 Chaucer L.G. JV. 2653 Hypeminestra, A1 Jjoure 
wille. . I shal fulfille So it to me be non confusioun, I nele 
quod he have non excepcioun. c 1400 Rom. Rose 4087, I 
shalle defende it. .Withouten ony excepcioun Of ech maner 
condicionn._ 1361 tr. Calvin's 4 Godly Serin, i. D j b, Here 
is no exception or pretence of preuelege. 1709 Steele Tatler 
No. 92 P 1, I know no Manner of Speaking so offensive as 
that of giving Praise, and closing it with an Exception. 
1832 Lewis Use $ Ab. Pol. Terms xi. 94 This exception of 
women and children from the whole community. 

•j] The legal maxim, ‘ Exception proves (or con- 
firms) the rule in the cases not excepted * ( exceptio 
probat regulam in casibus non exceptis\ which is 
in its original fo 1 m an example of sense 1, is com- 
monly quoted as ‘The exception proves the rule 
the sb. being interpreted in sense 2. 

[1617 Collins Def. Bp. Ely 100 Indefinites are equivalent 
to vniversalls especially where one exception being made, it 
is plaine that all others are thereby cut off, according to the 
rule Exceptio figit regulam in non exceptis.} 1640 G. Wats 
Bacon's Adv. Learnfm. iii. Aph. 17 As exception strengthens 
the force of a Law in Cases not excepted, so enumeration 
weakens it in Cases not enumerated. 1662 J Wilson The 
Cheats Pref., I think I have sufficiently justify’d the Brave 
man even by this Reason, That the exception proves the rule. 
1768 Johnson Pref to Shaks. Wks. (1787) IX. 269 The ex- 
ception only confirms the rule. 1837 Gen. P. Thompson 
Exerc. (1842) IV. 243 With a view of making (according to 
another of the expressions which I have heretofore found 
puzzling) one of those exceptions which confirm the rule. 
1855 Jowett Ess. 468 We may except one solitary instance 
tan exception which eminently proves the rule), 

2 . Something that is excepted ; a particular case 
which comes within the terms of a rule, but to 
which the rule is not applicable: a person or 
thing that does not conform to the general rule 
affecting other individuals of the same class. Const. 
F from, to. 

1483 Caxton Cato I vj b. This rewle is generalle wythout 
any excepcion. . 1534 Whitinton Tullyes Offices 1. >1540) 
20 Nothynge is more accommodate . . to the nature of 
man, hut it hath many cautions and excepcyons. 1590 
Swinburne Testaments 184 Of which rule, neuerthelesse 
there be diuers exceptions. 1639 Fuller Holy War iii. 
xxiv. *1840) 162 Egypt was an exception from the rules of 
all other Countries. ^ 1785 Cowper Tiroc. 841 Such rare 
exceptions, shining in the dark, Prove, rather than im- 
peach, the just remark. 1829 A. W. Ponblanque Eng. under 
7 Adm. (1837) I. 280 Only a little exception from theamiable 
tenor of their conduct. 1839 G. Bird Nat. Phil. 153 The 
only exceptions to this gradual diminution of the angle of 
declination, appear to have taken place in 1834. 1856 

Stanley Sinai # Pal. ii. ( 1858 ■ 113 The Phenician cities sent 
forth their fleets. But they were the exception of the world. 
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b. The exception (predicatively) : something 
abnormal or unusual ; contrasted with the rule . 

1862 Stanley jew. Ch. (1877) I. 366 The possession of the 
gift . .was the rule and not the exception. Mod. You occasion- 
ally get a comfortable bed ; but it is quite the exception. 

3 . Phrases, partaking of senses 1 and 2. To 
make (an) exception with (the) exception (of, that ) ; 
without exception ; f exception to. 

c 1391 Chaucer Astro L il § 34 Of comune, tretis of Astro- 
labie ne make non excepcioun wheyther the mone haue 
latitude, or non. c 1430 Lydg. Cbmpl. Bl. Knt. xxiii, He 
was ..without excepcioun, To speke of manhod, oon the 
best on lyve. 1539 More Supplic. Soulys Wks. 303/2 Ex- 
cepcion maketh he none, in this worlde. 1626 W. Sclater 
Exp. 2 Thess. (1629) aio With exception of the crosse. 163* 
Hobbes Lev lath. 11. xxvi. 140 A Law that obliges all the Sub- 
jects without exception. 1735 Pobe Ep. Lady 275 Heav’n.. 
Blends in exception to all gen’ral rules Your Taste of Fol- 
lies, with our Scorn of Fools. 1777 Priestley Matt, Spir. 
(1782) I. xiv. 157 Here is no exception made of any part of 
the man that was not to die. 1778 Bp. Lowth Isaiah, Notes 
37 With exception . . of certain ugly rings. 1780 Burke Sp. 
Bristol. Wks. Ill, 364 Promises were made, .without any 
exception or reserve. 1817 Coleridge Biog. Lit. (1882) 73 
With exception of one or two fundamental ideas. 1829 
Southey Sir T. More II. 300 In exception to the. .general 
course of feeling. 184s Borrow Zincali I. i. 221 All those in 
Badajoz were very poor, with the exception of one man. 

4 . Law. [after L. exceptio in Roman Law ; cf. 
Except v. 2.] a. A plea made by a defendant in 
bar of the plaintiff’s action': in Scots Law = 
Defence, Peremptory exception : one tending to 
the dismissal of the action. Dilatory exception : 
one tending to arrest its progress. Declinatory 
exception', a dilatory exception consisting in a 
denial of the jurisdiction of the court, b. An 
objection made to the ruling of a court in the 
course of a trial, c. In Courts of Equity (obs. in 
England since 1875) ; An objection by the plaintiff 
to the defendant’s answer as insufficient. 

Bill of Exceptions', a statement of objections to the 
ruling or direction, of a judge drawn up on behalf of t he 
dissatisfied party, and submitted to a higher court. This 
procedure, still exists in Scotland ; in, England it was 
abolished by the Judicature Acts of 1873-5. 

[c 1250 Bracton v. v. i, Sciendum, quod exceptio est ac- 
tionis elisio per quam actio perimitur vel dtflertur. 1292 
Britton ii. xvit. § 1 En plusours maneres est ceste assise 
dystourbe que ele ne soit tauntost prise, sicum par excep- 
cioun peremptorie, sicum ., et par exceptiouns dilatories.] 
1413 Lydg. Pilgr. Sowlei. xviii. n 8 59 » 1 0 Were it so that . . by 
thyn excepcyon I personelly shold not be herd e in thys pre- 
sent Court. 1560 Da us tr. Sieidane’s Comm. 116 a, Hauing 
no exception, they were carted to Paris. 1560 Rolland 
Crt. Femes 1. 800 Charge him compeir. .[With] exceptioms, 
and causis defensall 1 Gif he sic hes) that may himself 
supple, a 1599 Spenser State Irel. Wks. 1862. V. 323 
[A fellon] may have fifty-six exceptions peremptory against 
the jurors. 1699 BentleY Pkal. 307 The Defendant 
makes his exception to the Indictment/ because he did not 
call him ’Av8po(b6vov, which was the Word that was penal 
by Law. a 1715 Burnet Own Time (1724' I. tv. 676 The 
first part of it was an exception to the authority of the 
Court. 1768 Blackstone Comm. I ll, 372 This bill of excep- 
tions is in the nature of an appeal ; examinable, .in the next 
immediate superior court, upon a writ of error. 1861 W. 
Bell Diet, Law Scot. s. v., Generally speaking, everything 
which one alleges for defending himself, and for eliding the 
action, is called an exception. 1877 G. C. Langdell Equity 
Pleading § 82 [If the plaintiff thinks the answer insuffi? 
dent] he must except to it,, i.e. specify in writing the parts 
of the bill which are not sufficiently answered ; and there- 
upon the bill, answer, and exceptions are referred to a master, 
f 5 . transf. a. A plea tending to evade the force 
of an opponent’s argument b. A formal objec- 
tion (to a proceeding, a person’s status or fitness 
for office, etc.). Obs. 

1362 Cooper Answ. in Def. Truth (1850) 52 Mqn that 
make exception to his possession, and claim the right thereof 
themselves. 1593 Nashe Christ’s T. 4 a, That these ill 
Hus-band-men the Iewes, should haue no credible or trueth- 
like exception left them that they tooke him for a counter- 
feit!. 1599 Shaks. Hen. F, iv, ii. 25 'Tis positiue against 
all exceptions . . That . . our Pesants. .were enow To purge 
this field of such a hilding F oe. 1643 Sir T, Browne Kelig. 
Med. 1. § 25 , 1 cannot but Wonder with what exceptions the 
Samaritans could confine their beliefe to the Pentateuch. 
1663 Evelyn Diary (1827,1 H. RJR The chapel dore . . was 
then set open for any to enter and give their exceptions. 
1689 Col. Rec. Pennsylv. I. 266 More time should have been 
allowed for their appearing to make their Exceptions. 
t6. Objection, demur, faultfinding; an instance 
of this, an objection, adverse criticism, complaint. 
Obs. or arch. exc. in phrases .: see 7. 

1571 Hanmkr Chron. Irel.' 1633) 17 Many exceptions were 
made against them. 1611 Bible Transl. Pref. 4 To expose 
themsejues to many exceptions and cauillations. 1614 Sel- 
den Titles Hon. 143 Diogenes presently gaue it to his sweet- 
heart Lysiodos, and sh.ee without exception ware it. 1662 
Gunning Lent East x The Pharisees., came to our Saviour, 
and by way of exception said, * Why do the disciples of 
John, .fast V 1667 Pepys Diary (1879). IV. 245 Sir C. Sed- 
ley's exceptions against both words and pronouncing were 
very pretty. 1703, Rules Civility 31 Fooling, .which pro- 
duces exception and quarrels many times. 1738 Birch 
Milton’s Wks Life I. 18 The Exception to Milton's Piety 
relates to his being a Protestant. 1767 B lackstone Comm. 
1 1- 57 It being . . unreasonable, that the lord should extend 
his protection to a person to whom he had exceptions, 
f b. Dislike, dissatisfaction. Obs. rare. 
i6oa Shaks. Ham. v. it. 242 What I haue done That 
might your nature, honour, ana exception Roughly awake, I 
heere proclaime was madnesse. ; . ' 
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f c. A ground of objection ; something that is 
or may fie objected to. Obs. 

1633 Bp. Hall Hard Texts, N. T. iro The disciples neade 
no open complaint of this their exception and scandall. 2645 
Direct. Lords <$• Com. 2 [For the election of Elders], In case 
no just exception, shall be proued against him. c 1665 Mrs. 
Hutchinson Mem. Col. Huickitison[x8^6) 247 Having no 
exceptions against the governor in his own person. 

7 . Phrases belonging to sense 6. a. Above, be- 
yond, f greater than, without {all) exception ; 
above, etc., cavil, reproach, or suspicion. 

147S Caxton Jason 24 h, She that is veraily withoute ony 
excepcion. 2641 J. Jackson True Evang^ T. 1. 48 A grand 
Witnesse of their own, greater than exception. 2662 Bram- 
hall Just Find, vii. 171, I produce two witnesses, beyond 
exception. 27x0 Berkeley Princ. Hum. Knowl . 1. § 10 
Demonstrate beyond all exception. 2780 Burke Sp. Bristol 
Wks. III. 388 He is a witness without exception. 

b. Liable , open, subject to exception . 

2658 Bramhall Consecr. Bps. v ii. 156 An Adversaries Tes- 
timony ... is subject to exception and makes no full proofe. 
2765 T. Hutchinson Hist. Col 1 Mass. 1. 147 A declaration 
..which in some parts of it is liable to exception. 2818 
Hallam Mid. Ages (18721 1 . p. v, (The treatise of Nathaniel 
Bacon, itself open to much exception. 2835 L Taylor Spir. 
Despot, vi. 255 Motion, .liable to the most serious exception. 
2842 W. Grove Corr. Phys. Forces 74 The applications I 
have made of these terms may be open to some excep- 
tion. 

c. To take ( an "I exception (+ exceptions) against , 
at, f of ‘ to, funto: to make objection to, find 
fault with, disapprove ; also (chiefly with at), to 
take offence at. Formerly sometimes without 
prep., To take {an) exception : to make (an) ob- 
jection, to object or complain {that). 

Now only with the obj. an action, statement, quality, etc., 
not a person or material thing. 

1542 Hen. VI I I i!?^/«r. AY<7Jfs2Q4The Scottiswyl take ex- 
ception to the homages of theyr prynces. 1561 T. Norton 
Calvin's Inst, i, 24 If any man take exception, and say, etc. 
1591 Shaks. Two Gent. v. ii. 3 Th. What saies Siluia to my 
suit? Pro. Oh Sir .. she takes exceptions at your person. 
1597 Hooker Reel, Pol. v. vii. 1,1611 1 196 Notable-. . to take 
any strong exception against. 2622 Burton A nat. Mel. 11. 
ii. 1. i. (16511 232 Galen takes exception at Mutton. 1662 J. 
Bargrave Pope A lex. Fit 118671 15 They took exceptions of 
the quality of Illustrissimo. a 1674 Clarendon Hist. Reb. 
Xrr. 11704) III. 238 There were not two Persons .. who did 
not tahe some exception to it. <2x703 Burkit t On N. T. 
Mark ii. 12 Observe, the exception which the scribes took 
against our Saviour. 1725 T. Bennet Ess. 39 Art. 215 
The animadvertor’s stationer taketh exception, that I have 
printed all his book. 2822 Edm. Rev. No. 74. 361 We must, 
as good Presbyterians take an exception to . . the assertion. 
1855 Prescott Philip II, iy. <18571 60 Some of the more 
haughty Of the aristocracy did take exception at his neglect- 
ing to raise his cap to them. 2868 G. Duff Pp/. Surv. 190 
Exception has. .been , taken to these figures, 

% 8 . Erron. for Acception. Cf. Except v. 6 . 

138a Wyclif Ecclus. xx. 24 Forsothe bi excepcioun of 
persone he shpl leese hymself. 1607 Norden Surv. Dial. 
Aivb, With the sweat of thy face thou shall eate thy 
bread. .And this without exception of persons. 

+ Exception, v. Obs. rare. [f. prec. (AF. 
bad excepcioner in sense 1).] 

1. intr. To lodge or state an exception. 

1593 Nashe Christ's T. J1613) 184 There is no demurring, 
or exceptionihg against his testimony. 

2 . trans. To except (in quot. pr. pple. used absol. : 
cf. Excepting prep. 1 ). 

1656 Hobbes tr. Wallis in Six Less. iv. Wks. 1845 VII. 
290 He was the worst geometrician of all mortal men, not 
exceptioning so much as Orontius. 

Exceptionable (ekse-pjsnab’l), a. [f. prec.+ 

-ABLE.] 

1 . That may be excepted against; open to ob- 
jection. Now chiefly with negative words. 

1691 Ray Creation 1. (1714] 45 As the theory. . is built wholly 
on a false supposition, so is it all along precarious and excep- 
tionable. 171a Addison Sped. No. 279 V 5 This Passage I 
look upon to be the most exceptionable in the whole Poem. 
1784 Dr Lolme Eng. Const. 1. xiL 123 note. The depositions 
of those witnesses who are adjudged upon trial to be excep- 
tionable, are set aside. 1837 J. D. Lang New S. Wales II, 
35 The Female Factory at Paramatta has. .been under most 
exceptionable management ; insomuch as to have proved an 
absolute nuisance. 1870 Anderson Missions A mer. Bd. III. 
x. 157 (I'he Greek priest led the way.. chanting the funeral 
dirge, in which there was nothing exceptionable, 
f b. of persons. Ohs. 

1754 Richardson Grandison (1781) I. xxv. 175 Greville is 
surely (exceptionable as he is) a better man. 2813 Examiner 
8 Feb. 88/2 The ladies in that piece, though very exception- 
able, are of a stamp far above his Angelica. 

■If 2. Occasionally misused for Exceptional. 

1802 W. Dupr£ Fr. Did. in F. Hall Mod. Eng. (1873) 
202 To add an exceptionable article to a law. 1854 H. 
Miller Sck. <$■ Sckm. ( 1858 1 381 A time . . in which even 
fishes, .were so rare and exceptionable, that they occupied 
a scarce appreciable place in Nature. 1874 Motley Bar-, 
neveld il xx. 356^ The fact that he had not been stretched 
upon the rack during his trial was complacently mentioned 
a proof of exceptionable indulgence. 

quasi-j^. 1844 Tupper Twins xviu, How silly and harm- 
ful a thing is secresy 'exceptionable^ excepted). 

Hence Exce ptiauatoleness ; Exceptionally 
adv. ' 

'266<| H 1 . More Mpst. Iniq. 336 The . . exceptionableness 
of his division of the duration of the world into seven 
Ages. 1820 Hazutt Led. Dram. Lit. 179, I suspect that 
the exceptionableness of the subject is that which consti- 
tutes the chief merit of the play. 


EXCEPTIVE. 

Exceptional (ekse-pj^nal), a. [f, Exception 
sb. + -AL : cf. F. exceptional .] Of the nature of or 
forming an exception j out of the ordinary course, 
unusual, special. 

2846 Worcester cites Q. Rev. 2852 Disraeli 3 Dec. in 
Set Sp. I. 369 As regards its financial condition, Ireland ... 
has been in a very exceptional state. 1861 Dickens Gt. 
Expect, vi, The subject . . ceased to be mentioned saving on 
exceptional occasions. 2868 M. Pattison A cadent. Org, v. 
121 The founders of the thirteen colleges . . were almost all 
of them exceptional men. 2875 Scrivener Led. Grk. Test, 
81 Documents or records of exceptional value. 

absol. 1870 Lowell Study Wind. 236 The mastery of 
Shakespeare is shown perhaps more strikingly in his treat- 
ment of the ordinary than of the exceptional, 
b. Const, from. rare. 

2883 Sir H. Cotton in Law Times Rep, XLIX. 324/1 
That, therefore, makes this case exceptional from that of 
an ordinary case of mortgagor and mortgagee. 

Hence Exce’ptioualness. 

2886 Spectator 28 Aug. t 142 It is not the meritoriousness 
but the exceptionalness of the achievement which makes the 
few willing to attempt it. 1889 Talbot in Lux Mundi (ed. 
10) 137 If we still plead that our sense of wonder stipulates 
for exceptionalness. 

Exceptionality (eksejpjbnse-lxti). [f. prec. + 
-ity.J Exceptional character or quality pi. things 
exceptional. 

1854 Hawthorne Eng. Nole-bks . (1879) 79 The coroner 

. .had a kind of formality and orderliness . . which . . balances 
the exceptionalities with which lie had to deal. 1872 Con- 
temp. Rev. XX. 383 (The exceptionality of the boon, .helped 
to deepen the dreariness. 2890 Harper's Mag. June 44/2 
We remembered the exceptionality of his position. 
Exceptionally (ekse-pjgnali), adv. [f. as 
prec. + -LY*.] 

1 . In an exceptional manner or degree; uncom- 
monly, unusually, unusually well. 

1848 T. Sinclair The Mount 58 This critic. . is exception- 
ally wise in practical matters. 2879 Wallace Australas. 
x. 212 In its animal life this colony is . . not exceptionally 
rich in species. ' 1882 Macm . Mag XLIII. 436/2 Music ., 
too shadowy in outline to be grasped by the uninitiated, un- 
less very exceptionally performed. 

2 . By way of exception ; as an exception to rule 
or custom. 

1862 F. Hall Hindu Philos. Syst. 144 Such has been, not 
exceptionally, the history of the Systematists, 2866 
Carlyle E. Irving io6_ The official . . invited us exception* 
ally in for an actual inspection of his theodolite. 2874 
M icki.ethwaite Mod. Par. Churches 36 Western galleries 
should be but exceptionally used in parish churches. 
Exceptionary (ekse-pjonari), a. rare. [f. Ex- 
ception + -abyE] a. Of or , pertaining to an ex- 
ception (see Exception i ) ; indicative of an excep- 
tion. b. = Exceptional. 

a t 783 J. Scott Crit. Ess. Eng. Poets (1785) 283 The ex- 
ceptionary ‘all but’ includes.. an aged decrepit matron, 
1850 Carlyle Latter-d. Paonph. viii. 23 Silent exceptionary 
individuals. ; 

t Exce*ptiomer. Obs. rare- 1 , [f. Exception 
v. + -ee *.] One who takes exception, or objects 
(to anything) ; an objector. 

2642 Milton Anhnadv. (18511 186 For other exceptioners 
there was no thought taken. Hence 1828 in Todd, etc. 

t Exce ptionist. Obs. rare - 1 . [f. Excep- 

tion sb. -t- - 1 ST.] - prec. 

1689 Def. Liberty agst. Tyrants 53, 1 .. demand of such 
Exceptionists, whether * • magistrates have lost their right. 
Exceptionless (ekse-pjonles), a. [f, as prec. 
+ -less.] Without an exception ; not admitting 
of an exception. 

2782 Burke Let. Penal Laws Wks. VI. 274 The bill . .is. , 
a renewed act of. .indispensable, exceptionless disqualifica- 
tion. 2854 Frasers Mag. XLIX. 73 It is only in idea that 
we can realize, .such amoment of universal, indiscriminate 
. . exceptionless deification. 2867 Macfarren Harmony vi, 
(18761 215 General, uniform and exceptionless. 

Exceptions (ekse-pjasl, a. [f. Excepti-on -f 
-00s, alter the analogy of captious^ Disposed 
to make objections ; cavilling, peevish, captious. 
2602 W. Bas Sword iff Buckler B ij, While those things that 
are done must alwaies lye, As obiects to a nice exceptions 
eye. 2769 ■ Chksterf. Lett. 301 It is the character of 
Country Ladies to be exceptions, and suspicious of slights. 
2822 Hazlitt Tahle-t. 11824) IL vi. 241 He was not excep- 
tions. He gave a cordial welcome to all sorts, provided 
they were the best in their kind. 1850 W. G. M already in 
Pollock Retnin. II. 353 [Carlyle] was quite in one of bis 
exceptions moods. 

Hence Exce-piaousness. 

a 2677 Barrow Serm. W ks, (1687) I. 8 It [admonition] be- 
comes unsavory and odious, and . . resembles a froward, 
malitious, exceptiousness. 2688 Collier Several Disc. 
(1725 1 3x6 The blessed Spirits .. are too good to have any- 
thing of State or Exceptiousness in them, a 1716 South 
Serm. (1744) X. ix. 282 Alarmed by an experience of the 
baseness . . and the exceptiousness of men. 2818 in Todd, etc. 
t E xcepti tious, a. Obs.-° [f. L. exccp- 
ticius, -tins caught up, intercepted, £ excipere : 
see Except v. and -itiobs.] ‘ That is taken or 
received ’ ( Bailey folio 1 730-6). Hence 277s in Ash, 
Exceptive (ekse - ptiv\, a. and sb. [ad. late L. 
exceptiv-us, f. except- ppl. stem of excipere : see 
Excefi v. Cf. OF. exceptif.) A. adj- 
I. Logic, etc. a. Of a word, esp. a particle s 
That introduces an exception. 

[a 2249’ W. Shyreswood in Prantl Gesch. Logik III. 22 
P ostquam dictum est de s nis et de dictionibus exceptivis 
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EXCESS. 


. .convenienter dicendum est de hac dictione ‘ solus '.] 1624 

H. Mason Art of Lying y. 84 That which this sentence 
doth deny, of the Sonne, it doth by vertue of the exceptiue 
particle adioyned, affirme of the Father ; No man, no nor 
the Sonne doth know it, but the Father. 1659 instruct. 
Oratory \ 1682) 108 iT.) It is to be inferred either by a con- 
junction, causal, illative, exceptive, etc. 1751 Chambers 
Cycl. s. v. Conjunction , Exceptive Conjunctions are, if it be 
not,. unless that, eta 

b,. 'Of a proposition : That has a specified ex- 
ception attached to the subject ; e.g. Nothing on 
earth but man is great. 

{a 1347 W. Occam in PrantI Gesch. Logik III. 409 Circa 
exceptivas est sciendum, quod ex omnibus exceptivis in 
prima figura non sequitur conclusio exceptiva.] 1563-87 
Foxe A. $ M ", (1596) 13/2 The proposition is not exceptiue, 
excluding other apostles. 1725 Watts Logic in. ii. § 4 Ex- 
ceptive Propositions will make complex Syllogisms. 1870 
Jevons Logic v ii. 68 Exceptive propositions. 

e. Of a clause, law, etc. : Making an exception, 
excepting something from a general rale, 

1643 Milton Divorce 11. v. (1851) 74 A dispensation .. is 
rather a particular and exceptive law absolving and disoblig- 
ing from a more general command. 1837 Lockhart Scott 
(1839) .VI. 37 note , The hostile critic selected for exceptive 
encomium one ‘old Jacobite strain'. 1856 Froude Hist. 
Eng. I. 4x6 An exceptive clause introduced into the act. 
1884 L. Peel in Law Times 7 June 104/1 This is again 
the application of the exceptive distinction. 

2. Of persons and their utterances : Disposed or 
tending to take exception ; hypercritical, captious. 

1621 W. Sclater Tytkcs (1623) 197 His proceedings, 
though too too exceptiue, yet such as, being yeilded, In- 
ferred nothing against the Diuine ius for Tithing. 1858 
Chamb. frill. X. 280 Any exceptive persons who are not 
inclined to rest satisfied with appearances and authorities. 
1861 Tulloch Eng. Pur it. iii. 374 His criticisms., show his 
singularly exceptive, and over-curious logic. 

3 . = Exceptional. 

2849 F. W. Newman Soul 168 This is. .an exceptive case. 
B. sb. [The adj, used absol . ] Logic . An excep- 
tive word or proposition. Cf. A. 1 a and b. 

1563-87 Foxe A. <5- M. (1596V 20/2 Yet upon his exclusiues 
and negatiues, this exceptiue must needs be inferred. 1579 
Fulke Beskins' Pari. 174 The scriptures that say Christ is 
in heauen speake without exclusiues, or exceptiues. 1633 
T. Adams Exp. 2 Peter i. 10 All these exceptives, ‘ but 
‘notwithstanding', ‘nevertheless', are against us. 1864 
Bowen Logic v. 245 These [Exponibles] are divided into 
Exclusives, Exceptives and Restrictives. 

Hence Exce-ptively adv. t in an exceptive man- 
ner or sense. Except! vity, nonce-wd ., readiness 
to make exceptions (from rules of conduct). 

1609 J. Raynolds Agst. Bellarmine (1610' 5 If the worde 
be taken exceptively, yet may it be an exception negative. 
1621 W._ Sclater Tythes ( 1623* 39 They are exceptiuely or 
disiunctiuely only allotted. 2870 Contemp. Rev. XV. 447 
Milverton. They do not know when to make the exceptions. 
Ellesmere. Exceptivity (I like to coin a new word) requires 
so much moral courage. 

f Exce*ptless, a. Obs. rare- 1 . [irreg. f. 
Except v. + -less.] Making no exception ; ex- 
tending to all. 

2607 Shaks. Tipton iv. iii. 502 Forgiue my generall, and 
exceptlesse rashness. 

Exceptor (ekse*pto.i, -oi). Obs. exc. Hist. 
(sense 2 b). [a. late L. exceptor, agent-n. f. excipcre : 
see Except v.] 

+ 1. One who objects or takes exception (to any- 
thing) ; an objector. Obs. = Excepter a. 

a 1641 Bp. Mountagu A cts 4 Mon. (1642) 21 1 Were such 
upstart Exceptors to deale with Atheists .. how should a 
man proceed? 1679 Puller Moder. Ch. Eng. (1843) 155 
Those very exceptors are really like the Romanists. 2690 
T. Burnet A ns. Except. Th. Earth 1, I shall .. follow the 
learned Exceptor from Chapter to Chapter. 1755 in John- 
son ; hence in mod. Diets. 

2. +a. A reporter, short-hand writer. Obs.—° 
b. Hist. An officer in the Court of Chancery under 
the later Roman Empire. 

2674 Blount Glossogr., Exceptor , he that writes ones 
words as he speaks them; a gatherer. [Hence 1692-1732 
in Coles]. 1728 H. Herbert tr. Plewy's Eccl. Hist. II. 16 
An officer belonging to the Proconsul . . who seems to be 
one of those, .called Exceptors or Clerks of the court, 
t ExceptOTiOTlS, a. Obs.—* [f. late L. ex- 
ceptori-us serviceable for receiving (f. excipcre : 
see Except v.) + -(i)ous.J ‘ That receives or con- 
tains* (Bailey folio 1730-6). Hence 1775 in Ash. 
Excercitation, Excercite : see Exerc-. 
t Excerebrate, tt. Obs. [f. L. excerebrat -, ppl. 
stem of excerebrare, f, ex- out + cerebr-um brain.] 

I. traits. To clear out from the brain or mind. 

1621 S. Ward Life of Faith fed. 2) vii, Hath it [faith] not 

soueraigne vertue in it to excerebrate all cares, expectorate 
all feares and griefes ? 

2. To beat out the brains of. 

1623-6 in Cockeram. 2722-2800 in Bailey. 

Also Exce rebrate, a. [ad. L. excerebral-us] (see 
quot.). Exce’rebrated, ppl. a. [+ -ed 1 ] (see 
quot.). Excerebration [ + -ation]. a. (see 
quot. 1721-1800). b. (see quot. 1884). 

2884 Syd. Soc. Lex, , Excerebrate, delirious, out of his 
mind. 2736 Bailey, Excerebrated, having his brains beat 
out; wanting brains, witless. / 2775 in Ash. 2722-2800 
Bailey, Excerebration, a beating out ones Brains. iB&iSyd. 
Soc. Lex., Excerebration, the removing of the contents of 
the skull, the brain, and the other structures. Also, a term 
which has been used to designate abnormal Cerebration. 


t Exce-rebrose, a. Obs~* [f. Ex-prefj + 
L. cerebr-um brain b -OSE.] {See quot.) 

2730-6 Bailey (folio', Excerebrose, brain-sick, wanting 
brains. Hence 2775 in Ash, etc. 

+ Exce’rn, v. Obs. Also 6-7 -ceme. [ad. L. 
excern-Pre, f. ex- out + centers to sift.] = Excrete. 

1. trans. Of animals and plants, or their organs : 
To separate (waste matter) from the blood or sap, 
preparatory to discharging from the system. 

1626 Bacon Sylva% 542 The Moss of trees is a kind of 
hair; for it is the juice of the tree that is Excerned. 2692 
Eay Creation (1714) 294 The Humours excerned by Sweat 
and Urine are near akin, if not the same. 2737 Bracken 
Farriery (2763) 47 The Serum of the Blood . . is excerned 
or separated by the Glands. 1738 D. Bayne Gout xoi The 
. -dissolution of such particles . . carries them through the 
fine strainers in order to be excerned. 

absol. 2626 Bacon Sylva § 299 The Benefits that come of 
Exercise are . . that it helpeth to Exceme by Sweat. 1677 
Hale^ Prim . Orig. Man. 1. I 30 That Soul .. digests, 
sanguifies, carnifies, excerns. 

2. To discharge, void (an excrement, secretionV 

1578 Banister Hist. Man v. 72 That the dregges . . might 

be duly excerned or auoyded. 2650 H, Brooke Conserv. 
Health 183 Phlegm that is excerned by the mouth, 2691 
Ray Creation (1701 1 2 66 Such an unguent or Pap prepared, 
such an open vessel to excerne it into, to receive it. 

Excernent (eksounentv, a. [ad. L. excernent- 
em, pr. pple. of excemcre : see Excern.] — Ex- 
cretory. 

1836 Todd Cycl. Anat. I. 798/1 Derangements of the. .ex* 
cement organs. 2884 in Syd. Soc. Lex. 

t Exce'rp, v. Obs. [ad. L. excerp-cre : see Ex- 
cerpt v.] * Excerpt v. i. 

2563-87 Foxe A. 4 M. (1596)45/2 Of this Melito, Euse- 
bius . . excerpeth certeine places of his apologie. a 2640 
Jackson Creed xi. xliv. Wks. XI. 311 Out of 'this tractate. . 
himself had excerpt the two next foreprinted sermons. 1697 
Molyneux in Locke's Lett. (1708) 241 If their lordships 
should think fit to excerp anything out of those papers. 

t Exce*rpt, pple. Obs. In 5 excerpte. [ad. L. 
excerpt-us , pa. pple. of cxcerpifre: see Excerpt zl] 
Excerpted, extracted, selected. 

1432-50 tr. Higden (Rolls) I. 7 Y . . intend© to compile a 
tretys of the state of the yle of Breteyne, exceipte of diuerse 
labores of auctores. 

Excerpt (e’ksaipt, ekssript), sb. Also 8 ex- 
cerp, 7-8 L. pi. excerpta. [ad. L. excerpt-um, 
neut. of pa. pple. o f excerpere-. see Excerpt 7 /.] 

1. A passage taken out of a printed book or 
manuscript ; an extract, quotation, selection. 

<*1638 Mede Par. 2 Pet. iii. App. Wks. III. 618 Some 
Excerpta out of the Fathers concerning the Renovation of 
the World. 1638 Rouse Heav. Univ. Advt. (2702 ! 3 Excerpts 
out of all the Greek and Latin Fathers. 1704 Heaene 
Duct. Hist. (1714) 1 . 150 An Epitome of the latter xx Books 
. . is also Extant . . And also noble Excerpta by one Theo- 
dosius. 1706 Sibbald Hist. Piets in Mlsc. Scot. I. 91 The 
excerpts of the old register of St. Andrew ealleth him a 
bishop, and his companions Clerks. 1817 Southey Let. 27 
Apr., Papers from tne ‘Quarterly Review,’ together with 
certain excerpts from the ‘ Register.' 2876 M. Davies 
Unorth. Land. 8 Mr. Conway read . . an excerpt from one 
of Mazzini’s Orations. 1882 J. T. Fowler Mem. Rzpon I. 
1. ( headline ) Excerpts from Chronicles. 

2. An article from the ■ Transactions ’ of a learned 
society or from a periodical, printed off separately 
for private circulation. Cf. off-print. 

This sense has long been in use in the official correspond- 
ence of learned societies (Royal Society, Society of Anti- 
quaries, etc.), but does not appear to be generally current. 

2883 Proc. Royal Soc. 369 List Presents , [An author 
sends several works, of which the titles are quoted.] And 
fourteen other Excerpts. 1889 Ibid. 252 Excerpt. [Added 
in brackets to the title of a work presented.] 

3. In etymological sense : A thing picked ont. 
rare. 

1837 M. Donovan Dom. Econ. II. 15 The emperor had a 
large silver dish, the filling of which, .occasioned wholesale 
slaughter ; his excerpts being insignificant parts of various 
small and rare birds and fishes. 

Excerpt (eksaupt), v. [f. L. excerpt- ppl. stem 
of excerpere, f. ex- out + carpere to pluck.] 

1. trans. To cull out (passages, phrases, etc.); 
to take out as an extract ; to extract, quote. Also 
absol. to make extracts. 

£•1536 Wolsey in Ellis (hig. Lett. it. 99 II. si A Copy 
of certain Articles and Clauses excerpted and taken out of 
the Popes Letters. 1615 Chapman Odyss. 11. 105 This close 
note I excerpted, a 3663 Heylin Laud ii. (1671) 302 He 
had excerpted and laid by many notes and precedents. 
2852 Carlyle Sterling u. iii. (1872) 123 An affectionate and 
eloquent notice of him ; which . . was excerpted into the 
newspapers also. 2865 — Fredk. Gt. IX. xx. x. 193 The 
Book we excerpt from is Mbmoires du Comte de Hordt . 
1874 Mahaffy^c. Life Greece ix. 281 Athenaeus . . excerpted 
largely in this direction. 

+ 2. In etymological sense: To pluck out; to 
abstract, remove ; also fig. Obs. 

1538 Leland I tin. IV. 64 Thinges excerpted out of the 
East Glasse Window of our Lady Chappell, 1607 Topsell 
Fourf. Beasts 429 Which Musk being excerpted before it 
be ripe, smelletn strongly and unpleasantly, c 1613 Donne 
B t adavaros (1644) 23 Every branch which is excerpted from 
other authors and engrafted here, is not, etc. 

*11 b. To take out, eliminate, rare. 

1881 J. Payne Villon's^ Poems Introd. 22 If one should 
excerpt from their verse its accidental local colouring. 

Hence Exce'rpted ppl. a . 


2828 G. S. Faber Horse M-osaicse II. 192 Excerpted par- 
ticles of the pure and ethereal light. 

Excerptible (ekssuptibl), a. [f. prec. + 
-iblk.] That admits of being excerpted ; suitable 
to make extracts or selections from. 

1880 Athenaeum xx Dec. 777/3 What is to be said as to 
the exclusion of Flaubert, who is easily excerptible ? 2883 
Pall M. G. 1 June 4/2 Such students are never likely to be 
the majority. For others Goethe is certainly ‘ excerptible 
Excerpting, vbl. sb. [f. as prec. +• -inq 1.] 
The action of the vb. Excerpt ; an instance of it 
2867 Carlyle Remin. n. 55 My time, with little ‘ Goethe * 
papers and excerptings .. went more prosperously than 
before. 

Excerption (ekso-ipjbn). [ad. L. excerption- 
em, n. of action f. excerpere : see Excerpt v.J 

1. The action of excerpting, making selections 
from (a book, manuscript, etc.). 

1883 Pall Mall G. 13 Nov. 5/1 Mr. Buchanan is a writer 
exceptionally suited for excerption and revision. 

2. concr. An extract from a book, document, 
etc. Also, formerly, a collection of extracts. 

The Excerptions of Egbert : a work with the title Excerp - 
Hones e dictis et canonibns sanctorum patrum , errone- 
ously ascribed to Egbert, Abp. of York. 

<21628 Raleigh (J.), Times have consumed his works, 
saving some few excerptions, 1635 Prynne Unbish. Tim. 
(1661) 73 Egbert Archbishop of York, .made a collection or 
excerption out of the Canons of sundry antient Councils. 
1662 More Philos. WriL Pref. Gen. (1712) 23 A Book of 
Excerptions out of Origen's Writings. 2709 J. Johnson 
Clergym. Fade M. n. 256 Many of the Excerptions of Eg- 
bert were transcribed from it. 1776 G : Campbell Philos. 
Rhet. (1801) 1 . 1. ii. 66 A needless multiplicity of excerptions. 

Excerptive (eksauptiv), a. [f. Excerpt v. + 
-ive.] Inclined to excerpt ; characterized by ex- 
cerption. 

i860 Worcester cites Mackenzie. 
t Exce'rptor. obs. [a. L. excerptor, agent-n. 
f. excerpgre : see Excerpt 37.] One who excerpts 
or makes extracts (from a book, etc.). 

1683 J. Barnard Life Heylin 22 , 1 have not been surrep- 
titious of whole pages together, .and appropriated them to 
myself without any Mark. .1 am no such Excerptor. 
Excerse, obs. form of Exerce. 

Excess (ekse*s). Also 4-7 excess©, 5-6 exces, 
(5 exesse, 6 exeysse). [ad. F. exces, ad. L. ex- 
ces s-us, n. of action f. excedbre to Exceed.] 
f 1. In literal sense : The action of going out or 
forth ; adjournment (of Parliament). Obs. rare. 

c 1450 Foe. in Wr.-Wulcker, 581 Excessus, excesse, pas- 
synge oute. 16a 1 Elsing Debates Ho. Lords App. (Camden) 
131 That they be accquainted that Tuesday diould be the 
day of excesse. 

*fb -fig- Departure from custom, reason, etc. Obs. 
2709 Steele Tatler HHo. 51 f 2 In all these glorious Ex- 
cesses from the common Practice, did the happy Orlando 
live . . in an uninterrupted Tranquility. 1738 Common Sense 
(1739) II. 84 Other fashionable Excesses from Reason. 

t e. Excess (incorrectly access ; cf. Access 9, 10) 
of mind , soul, also simply excess : = L. excessus 
mentis , ecstasy, trance, stupefaction. Obs. 

1383 Wyclif Acts x. 10 An axcess of soule, or rauysching 
of spirit [v. r. mynde] fel on hym. Ibid. xi. 5, I was in the 
citee of loppe preiynge, and I sy? in excess of my soule a 
visioun. 2526 Pilgr. Perf. (W. de W. 2531} 270 b, Saynt 
Peter was in excesse of mynde in the house of Symon 
Coryar. Ibid. 272, I sayd m myne excesse, euery man is a 
Iyer. 2583 N. T. (Rhem.) Acts x. 10 There fel vpon him 
an excesse of minde. 1609 Bible (Douay) 2 Esdras xiii. 
30 He shal come in excesse of minde upon them [x6xx to 
the astonishment of them] that inhabite the earth, 
f 2. ‘ Violence of passion * (J.) ; extravagant or 
rapturous feeling; unrestrained manifestation of 
grief. Obs. 

2423 Jas. I Hingis Q. cxliv, Off thy distresse and excesse 
to haue reuth . . I will [hir] pray full faire. 3509 Hawes 
Past. Pleas, xxxiilxxx, La Bell Puceli must love you ever- 
more, Which for her sake,. Doth such actes by chyvalrous 
exces. 2724 fVodrow Corr. (1843) HL 120 The Priests 
under the Old Testament were, by a particular law, guarded 
against excesses upon the death of their relations, 2743 
Collins Ode iii. To Simplicity 44 Tho’ taste, tho’ genius, 
bless To some divine excess. 2775 in Ash. 18x8 in Todd. 

3. The action of overstepping (a prescribed 
limit), going beyond (one’s authority, rights, etc.) ; 
an instance of this. Chiefly in Law. 

x8i8 Cruise Digest (ed. 2) IV. 248 She exceeded her 
power, in appointing to the issue of the son; and there 
fore the excess was void. 2892 Daily News 28 Jan. 3/2 
Judges of courts of law . . did not notice excess of jurisdic- 
tion on the part of the House. 

+ 4. Extravagant violation of law, decency, or 
morality ; outrageous conduct. Obs. 

<73386 Chaucer Melib. 1* 563 Ye shul venge yow. .by the 
lawe and noght by excesse ne by outrage, c 1425 Wyntoun 
Cron. vm. xxiv. x6i Punysyd exces and trespas. 1480 Cax- 
ton Chron. Eng. in. (1520) 20 b/i Two were chosen that yf 
ony of theym wolde make ony excesse the other sholde 
goveme hym. 1536 Pilgr. Perf. (W. de W. 1531) 140 b. Be 
sory for your fall, and do due penaunce after the qualite and 
quantiteof your excesse. c 2630 Milton Ode Circumcision , 
The foil wrath beside Of vengeful justice bore for our ex- 
cess. x68a Evelyn Diary (1827) III. 76 This excesse of 
making churches charnel-houses. 1792 Cowfer Odyss. m. 
262 Ah . . that I . .the deeds Might punish of our suitors whose 
excess Enormous..! feel. 

b. An instance of this ; an outrage. Chiefly pi. 
Now with mixture of sense 5. 
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EXCESS. 

14.. Prose Legends in Anglia VIII. 129 Leste by hir 
excesses J?ey schulde scorn j>e good name of Cryste. 3:677 
Hale Prim. Orig. Man. n. xi. 240 The great . . Govemour 
of the World, .brought about ends, to punish their [men’s] 
Excesses and Enormities. 2769 Junius Lett A. 6 They have 
been driven into excesses little short of rebellion. 2848 
Macaulay Hist. Eng. I. 266 The excesses of the Star 
Chamber . . had faded from the minds of men. 1876 J. H. 
Newman Hist. Sk. 1 . 1. iii. 139 Their excesses seem to have 
been inferior to those which provoked them. 

5 . The overstepping the limits of moderation; 
an instance of this : a. gen. 

155a Huloet s. v., Excesse in aduauncyng or depressyng, 
as truer then God, falser then the Deuyll. 1594 Hooker 
Eccl. Pol iv. viii. (1611) 143 To draw men from great ex- 
cesse, it is not amiss. 2655 Denham Coopers Hill One 
excess Made both, by striving to be greater, less. 2752 Hume 
Ess. 4 Treat. (1777) 1 . 193 Excess in love, .transports a man 
beyond himself 1794 Mrs. Radcliffe Myst. Udolpho. ii, 
All excess is vicious. 1829 The Bengallee 1S2 The Hookah’s 
monstrous snake . . That type of eastern Luxury’s excess. 
1878 Morley Carlyle 163 Excess . . leads people into 
emotional transports. 

b . spec. Intemperance in eating or drinking. 

c 1386 Chaucer Pard. T. 514 How manye maladyes ffolwen 
of excesse and of glotonyes. c 1430 Lydg. in Pol. Rel. 4 L . 
Poems i 1866) 25 With holy men speke of holynesse . . With 
drownkyn men do surfettes by excesse. 1578 Gude 4 Godlie 
Ball. 17 We pray his godly Maiestie To blys our meit. , And 
saif vs fra exces and drunkinnes. 2662 B. Duppa Rules Devot. 
(1675) 84 The body, once heavy with Excess and Surfeits, 
hangsplummets on the nobler part. 1722 Wollaston R elig. 
Nat. iv. 64 It is also in his power to forbear excess in eating 
an d drinking. 1840 Bar ham Ingol. Leg . , Spectre Tafpington, 
Apoplexy, induced by the excesses of the preceding night. 
2839 O. W. Holmes Punchbowl Poems 271 *Tis but the fool 
that loves excess ; hast thou a drunken soul ? 

0 . The fact of exceeding something else in 
amount or degree; preponderance, f Also the 
fact of surpassing or excelling others (obs.). In 
excess of: to a greater amount or degree than. 

a 16x8 Raleigh Maxints St. <'1651) 64 An excellency or 
excess above the rest, either in honour, wealth, or virtue. 
2704 Newton Optics 11. n. C1721) 127 Rays . . retain their 
colorific qualities, by which those of any sort do by their Ex- 
cess and Predominance cause their proper Colour to appear. 
2756 Burke Subl. 4 B. Introd. Wks. 1 . 112 In things whose 
excess is not judged by greater or smaller, as smoothness 
and roughness [etc.]. 1838 De Morgan Ess. Probab. 115 
There can be no possible reason for an excess of white, which 
does not equally, .apply in favour of an excess of black, i860 
Tyndall Glac. 11. iii, 242 The quantity we receive is in 
excess of the quantity lost. 1879 Harlan Eyesight ii. 30 
When . . one or more muscles act in excess of their op- 
ponents, a squint is produced. 

b. The amount by which one number or quan- 
tity exceeds another. Spherical excess : (see quot. 
1840). Excess fare (on railways) : a payment 
made by a person travelling beyond the place, 
or in a higher class than that, specified on his 
ticket. Excess luggage : luggage over the weight 
for which a passenger is allowed free carriage. 

2SS7 Records Whetst . M iv, Compare those excesses and 
wantes well together. 1660 Barrow Euclid j. Axiom xv, If 
to equal things, you add unequal, the excess of the wholes 
shall be equal to the excess of the additions. i8rz Wood- 
house Astron. xviii. 201 The accumulation of the daily 
excesses. 2832 Brewster Optics iv. 36 Divide the index of 
refraction by its excess above unity. 2840 Snowball 
Spherical Trigonom. § 63 fed. 5) 34 The quantity . .by which 
the sum of the degrees in the angles of the spherical triangles 
exceeds 280°, is called the Spherical Excess of the triangle. 
188a Standard 2 Sept. 6/4 He received a book for the pur- 
pose of giving receipts to passengers for * excess* fares. 

+ c. Usury, interest. Obs. 

2506 Shaks. Merck. V. 1. iii, 63 Shylocke..! neither lend 
nor borrow By taking, nor by giuing of excesse. 

7 . The state of exceeding or being in greater quan- 
tity or degree than is usual or necessary ; exuber- 
ance, superabundance ; an instance of this; an 
extreme degree or amount; an ‘ extreme a ‘height* 
(of wickedness, etc.). Of excess = in abundance. 

1387 Trevisa Higden (Rolls) I. 335 ]?ere is no^t gretpas- 
synge and exces. .in chele noj>er in hete. 2430 Lydg. Chron. 
Troy 1. v, The medlynge in conclusion So was ennewed by 
proportion That fynally excesse was there none, 2503 
Hawes Examp. Virt. xi. 207 Than I to hym gaue strokes 
of exces, 1576 Fleming Panopl. Epist. 269 The excesse of 
vertue worketh no manner of annoyance. 2605 Shaks. Lear 
w. i. 73 So distribution should vndoo excesse, And each 
man have enough. 2607 Dryden Virg. Georg, n. 570 Com- 
mend the large Excess Of spacious Vineyards ; cultivate the 
less. 2719 Young Busiris iv. i, To behold thee In such 
excess of sorrow, quite destroys me. 1802 Pkusy Nat. Theol. 
xxvi. (2819) 406 Their vivacity, their leaps out of the water, 
their frolics in it, all conduce to show their excess of spirits. 
1818 Jas. Mill Brit. India II. iv. v. 193 This [he] treated 
as the highest excess of insolence. 2848 Macaulay Hist. 
Eng. I. 636 Kirke. .was not the last, to whom this excess of 
wickedness was popularly imputed. 

+ b. concr. in pi. Resources beyond the ‘ neces- 
saries * of life ; luxuries. Obs. 

*638 Whole Duty Man xiv. § 16. 212 That deny relief to 
their poor parents, that cannot part with their own excesses 
and superfluities. 

c. Chem. An amount greater than is needed for 
a specific purpose, e.g. for combination with other 
elements, or for dissolving a given quantity of a 
substance. Also In (great) excess . 

*807 T. Thomson Chem. (ed. 3) II. 610 It might be called 
supersulphate of ammonia, as it contains an excess of acid. 
*838 — Chem , Org. Bodies 204 At first there was an excess of 
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the former salt, but afterwards xanthate of potash was 
added till it constituted an excess. 2844-37 G. Bird Urin. 
Deposits {ed. 5} 383 Liquor potassse must then be added in 
great excess ; a precipitate of hydrated oxide of copper first 
falls, which redissolves in excess of alkali. 

8. The fact or state of being in greater amount 
or degree than is beneficial or right ; ‘ faulty 
superfluity* (J.) ; an excessive amount or degree 
(of anything). Sometimes in contrast with defect. 

1393 Gower (fonf. II. 276, 1 bidde never as to my dele But 
of the hole an halven dele. That is none excess as me 
thenketh. 1488 Caxton Chast. Goddes Chyld. 72 Excesse of 
mete feblith and dulleth a mannys wyttes. 2391 Shaks. Two 
G ent. in. i. 220, I haue fed vpon this woe already, And now 
excesse of it will make me surfet. 2692 Hartcliffe Vir- 
tues 137 The two Extremes whereof are; on the defect 
aopyrjertrt, to be free from Anger . .The other Extreme in the 
Excess, is opyiAonjc, a Vice, which . . hath not yet found an 
English Name. 2723 N. Robinson Th. Physick 314 If the 
Spirits flag during the Operation from the Excess of the 
Evacuations, a 2732 Atterbury Semi. (J.), Parsimony , . is 
the more pardonable excess of the two. 2829 I. Taylor Eu- 
thus. i. (1867) 16 If. .enthusiasm were only an error in degree 
or a mere fault by excess, a 1871 Grote ~Eth. m Fragm. v. 
(1876) 165 We ought to choose the middle point and not 
either the excess or the defect. 2875 Jowett Plato (ed. 2) 
V. 9 The excess of tyranny in Persia and the excess of 
liberty at Athens have been the ruin of both. 

b. Phrases : In , to (an) excess, to carry (some- 
thing), to drink , eat, go, run to excess. + (Object) 
of excess, that possesses some quality in excess. 

2526-34 Tindale i Pet. iv 4 That ye runne not also with 
them vnto the same excesse of ryote. ^ 2623 Bacon Ess., 
Goodness (Arb.) 199 The desire of Power in Excesse, caused 
the Angels to fall. 1626 — Sylva § 261 An Object of surcharge 
or excess, destroyed! the Sense : As the light of the Sun the 
eye, a violent sound (near the Ear) the hearing. C2645 
Howell Lett. (1655) II. 71 [Canary wine] leaves less dreggs 
behind, though one drink it to exces. 1749 Fielding Tom 
Jones xi. iii, Sophia .'. was yielding to an excess. 1764 
Goldsm. Trav. 97 Till carried to excess..Thisfav’rite good 
begets peculiar pain. 1838 W. Beaumont Exper. Digestion 
(ed. Combe) 252 Eating voraciously or to excess. 2842 Mi all 
Nonconf. I. 1 At present we have government in excess. 
2875 Darwin Insectm.. PL vi. 120 Raw meat and other 
nutritious substances, given in excess, kill the leaves. 

H 9. = Access 10, 

2542 R. Copland Galyen’s Terap. 2 D iij, They counceyll 
them that haue the feuers. .to passe the excesse that ought 
to come the thyrde day or no. 2634 Sir T. Herbert 
Tray. 268 In twelve dayes I had a thousand bloudy stooles 
(which excesse kild our Lord Ambassadour Sir Dodmore 
Cotton at that time). 

t Exce'SS, a. Obs. Also 4-6 excesse, 7 ex- 
cysse. [? attrib. use of Excess .j A] = Excessive. 
a. Beyond the usual or specified amount, b. 
Beyond what is necessary, proper or right. 

? a 1400 Chester PL (Shaks. Soc.) 24 But excesse sleepe 
behoves me to make one this man heare. 2547-64 Bauld- 
win Mor. Philos. (Palfr.) vn. v, Excesse bibbing and 
drinking, pricketh fast forwards to lechery. 2574 Hyll 
Conject. Weather i, And the excesse qualitie. .of any of the 
four quarters is evill and daungerous to the fruites of the 
earth. 1636 in Picton Vpool Munic. Rec. (1883) I. 362 For 
takeinge excysse fees contrarie to auncient orders. 
Bxce'SS, v. [f. Excess sbi] trans. To charge 
with an excess fare. 

2888 Difference of Fare Excess Voucher on N. B. Rail- 
way 16 May, In case of Tickets being excessed before the 
journey has been accomplished. 

t Exce'ssful, cl- Obs. [f. Excess sb. + -pul.] 
Characterized by excess ; excessive. 

1633 Bp. Hall Hard Texts 475 In a degree above 
necessity and convenience even to wantonnesse and excesse- 
full curiosity. 1664 H. More Myst. Iniq. vii. 128 This 
extreme glory, .and excessfull affluency of the World, 
t Exce*SSion. Obs. rare* 1 , [ad. late L. ex- 
cession-em, n. of action f. excedere to go out or 
forth ; see Exceed.] A going out or forth. 

1653-60 Stanley Hist. Philos. I. viii. 212 Motion is a 
mutation of parts, or an excession out of place. 

Excessive (ekse*siv), a. (sb.) and adv. Forms : 
4 excessife, 5 exeessif, excessyfe, 5-6 exces- 
syve, 6 (aecessive), excesse ve, 5-- excessive, 
[a. F. exeessif \ -ive, as if ad. L. *ex cessiv-its, 
f, excess - ppL stem of excedere : see Exceed.] 

A. adj. 

1 1 . Of persons or their actions : Transgressing 
the bounds of law, decency, or morality ; out- 
rageous, lawless, wrongful. Obs. 

* 39.3 Gower Con/. III. 117 Thinges which are excessife 
Ayein the lawe, he shal nought do. 1548 Hall Chron. 97 
Certain ordinaunces, made by the Maire and Aldermen of 
London, against the excessive takyng of Masons . . and 
other laborers, for their daily jorneis. 2368 Grafton Chron. 
II. 164 He made a law also the same time against the 
excessive takyng of Usurie by the J ewes. 1656 Cowley Davi- 
deis iv. 623 Those who before did God’s fair Choice with- 
stand Th’ excessive Vulgar now to Death demand. 

2 . Of qualities, states, actions, magnitudes, etc. 

+ a. In favourable or neutral sense ; Exceeding 
what is usual ; ‘surpassing* ; exceedingly great. 

*475 Caxton Jason 20 Wherfore were . . ye so haboun- 
dantly garnished so well of excessiue ande chief alle beaute, 
2326 Pilgr. Per f. (W. de W. 153*) 162 They come downe 
agayn to them selfe from suche excessyue eleuacyon or 
extasy. 2626 Bacon Sylva § 438 ;If Panicum be laid below 
and about the Bottom of a Root, it will cause the Root to 
grow to an Excessiue JBignesse. 1663 Gerbier Counsel B 
vb, Water, canube (-easily drawn, an excessive and almost 
incredible height above its Centre. 


EXCHAHG-E. 

b. Exceeding what is right, proportionate, or 
desirable ; immoderate, inordinate, extravagant. 

a 2420 Boccleve De Reg. Princ. 450 A foule waste of 
clothe and excessyfe. 2490 Caxton Eneydos xxviii. (1890) 
no A highe coloure ouer excessyue and dyshonneste. 2602 
Shaks. Alts Well 1. i. 65 Moderate lamentation is the right 
of the dead, excessiue greefe [is] the enemie to the liuing. 
2652 Hobbes Leviatk. 1. viii. 36 Excessive desire of Revenge* 
when it becomes habituall, hurteth the organs. 2752 Hume 
Pol. Disc. x. 203 Excessive severity in the laws is apt to 
beget great relaxation in their execution. 2844-37 G. Bird 
Urin. Deposits (,ed. 5) 84 A man eats an excessive meal of 
meat, more than he can assimilate into healthy blood. 2873 
Jowett Plato {ed. 2) III. 681 A single night of excessive 
rain . . left the rock of the Acropolis bare. 

8. Of persons ; Given to excess in anything ; in- 
temperate, extravagant. Now only with agent- 
nouns or predicatively with const, in. 

2386 T. B. La Primaud. Fr. Acad. 1. {1594) 290 These 
excessive^ fellowes never expect hunger, or thirst . . but 
through intemperance prevent them. 1624 Cart. Smith 
Virginia vi. 219 If a man worke but three daies in seuen, 
hee may get more than hee can spend vnlesse hee will bee 
exceedingly excessiue. 1663 Cowley Verses 4 Ess., Short- 
ness Life, A man who is excessive in his pains and diligence. 
2670 Milton Hist. Eng. Wks. 1738 II. 128 He is said to be 
at Table not excessive. 1710 Steele Tatler No. 182 P2 
Who is not excessive in the Discourse of what he extremely 
likes ? Mod. Avoid the company of excessive drinkers, 
f 4 . Of expressions : Hyperbolical. Obs . 

2555 Eden Decades 127 They compare them in bignesse 
to elephantes. .but this, .by an excessyue kynde of speache. 

5 . Of climates : Characterized by extremes. 

2830 Lyell Princ. Geol. I. 207 There are .. excessive 
climates, as they have been termed, where the temperature 
of winter and summer is strongly contrasted. 

f 8. as sb. Something excessive; an extrava- 
gance. Obs . rare. 

1644 H. Parker Jus Pop. 49 Great Monarchies are 
monstrous excessives in Nature. 

, t 33. adv. ** Excessively. Obs . ; very common 
ini7~i8thc. 

1569 Turberv. Epitaphs 4 Sonn. (1837) 366 Ye are exces- 
siue proude. 2634 Sir T. Herbert Trav. 21 6 The Sea at 
the brinke of this lie is excessive deepe. a 1720 Sheffield 
(Dk. Buckhm.) Whs. 1755 II. 202 Mr. Lane grew excessive 
angry. 1768 Goldsm. Good-n. Man n. i, His manner., 
was excessive harmless. 1774 Pennant Tour Scot. in. 1772, 
345 The night most excessive dark. 1796 Burney Meias- 
tasio I. 395 This would be an excessive long chapter. 

Excessively (ekss-sivli), adv. [f. prec. 4- -ly2.] 

f i. Of manner: a. Wastefully, lavishly, pro- 
digally. b. Greedily. Obs. 

2332 Huloet, Excessyuely . . profuse. 2363 Golding 
Caesar 85 The beastes which the Galles do most delight in 
and whych they pay for excessiuely. isg6 Spenser F. Q. 
ii. xii. 5 Which having swallowd up excessively, He soone 
in vomit up againe doth lay. 

2. In an excessive amount or degree ; beyond 
measure, immoderately. (In mod. use a stronger 
expression than exceedingly.) 

c 1460 Fortescue Abs. 4 Lim. Mon. {1714) 68 Whan any 
of his Lords schal happyn to be so excessively greteas [etc.] 
1302 Ord. Crysten Men (W. de W. 1506) iv. i. 167 He is 
excessyuely humylyed. 1592 Horsey Trav. (Hakluyt Soc.) 
192 He used me but ruffiye, by reason I could not drincke 
excessivlie with him. 1634 H. R. Salerne R egirn. 2 Anger 
. . excessiuely chafeth and inflameth the membres. 1646 Sir 
T. Browne Pseud. Ep. v. xxi. 271 A conceit .. wherein al- 
though it seeme excessively ridiculous there may be some- 
what of truth. 1721 Steele Sped No. 145 r6 The Fellow 
is rich . . but excessively ill-bred. 1747 Wesley Prim. Physic 
(1762) 63 It makes them smart and burn excessively. 1841 
Lane A rob. Nts. 1 . 80 There came forth from it nothing 
but smoke, .at which he wondered excessively. 2877 Lady 
Brassey Voy. Sunbeam xxii. (2878) 378 The scenery seemed 
of an excessively rudimentary description. 

Excessiveiiess (ekse-sivnes). [f. as prec. + 
-ness.] The state or quality of being excessive ; 
excessive measure, quantity, or degree. 

1494 Fabyan Chron. vn. 480 And upon yt ensuyd suche 
excessyuenes of rayne that corne was therwith drowned in 
y* erthe. 1600 J. Lane Tom Tel-troth 615 A bibbing 
swilbowle and a bowzing gull, which never drinke but with 
excessivenesse. 2637 Rumsey Org. Salutis i. {1659) 2 Ex- 
cessivenesse of heat and cold in several parts of the body ; 
which breeds Agues and Feavers. 1730 6 in Bailey (folio). 
2773 in Ash. 2832 in Webster ; and in mod. Diets. 

Exchange (eksjtJ^-nd^), sb. Forms; 4-6 
esehaunge, (6 eschange), 5-6 exchannge, (6 
exchaunee'), 6- exchange. [ME. esehaunge, a. 
AF. esehaunge, OF. eschange (F. echange) late 
L. excambium, f. excambidt e ; see Exchange v. 
In 1 6th c. the prefix es- was, as in some other 
words, altered to ex- after L. analogies.] 

I. The action or process of exchanging. 

1 . The action, or an act, of reciprocal giving and 
receiving ; a, of things in general. Proverb, Ex- 
change is no robbery. 

c 1384 Chaucer H. Fame 11. 189 Of loues moo eschaunges 
Then euer comes were in graunges. < 2400 Test. Love 1. 
(1560! 275/2 My moeble is insuffisaunte to countervayle 
the price of this jewell, or els to make the esehaunge.^ 2352 
Act 5-6 Edw. VI, c. 29 § 2 To exchange gold for silver. , 
so that no man . . did take no profit for making such ex- 
change. 2599 Shaks. Much Ado 11. i. 320, I giue away my 
selfe for you, and doat vpon the exchange. 2655 Fuller 
Ch. Hist. 1. v. § ii In lieu of what he left behind him, Ex- 
change is no Robbery, he carried along with him some of 
St. Alban’s Dust, axqx^ Addison (J ), They lend thehr 
Com, they make Exchanges. *860 Tyndall Glac. 1. xxv. 
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EXCHANGE, 


182 The due exchange of loads having been made, we ad- 
vanced upon the glacier. 1863 Dickens Lett. (1880) II. 196 
Let us make an exchange of child stories. 

b. of goods, merchandize ; = Barter ; in poli- 
tical economy often with wider sense of ‘commerce*. 

1553 Eden Treat. Newe Ind. (Arb.) 8 Salomans factours 
for exchaunge of other marchaundyse. 1767 Black- 
stone Comm. II. 446 If it be a commutation of goods for 
goods, it is more properly an exchange ; but, if it be a 
transferring of goods for money, it is called a sale: which 
is a method of exchange introduced, etc. 1863 Rogers 
Pol. Boon. xvii. (1876) 224 No one questions the natural 
rights of free exchange. 

c. of prisoners of war. 

0:374 Chaucer Troylus iv. 130 Yf bey wolde graunte .. 
Theschaunge of her. 1494 F abyan Ckron. vn, ccxxxiii, 267 
Meanys was made . . for delyuerie and exchaunge of y* 
prysoners. 1611 Speed Hist. Gt. Brit. (1632) 479 These 
two Chief-taines wearied with irksomnesse of Irons made 
exchange the one for the other. 1698 Ludlow Mem. 1. 109 
Procuring my exchange for his two Sons. 1780 B. Lincoln 
in Sparks Corr. Amer. Rev. { 1883) III. 96 An exchange, 
when made a prisoner, is one of the rights of a soldier. 
1867 Smyth SailoVs Word-bk Exchange , a mutual agree- 
ment between contending powers for exchange of prisoners. 

d. of blows, passes, strokes fin fencing, games, 
etc.), salutations. 

1602 Shaks. Ham. v. ii. 280 If Hamlet give the first or 
second hit, Or quit in answer of the third exchange, a 1687 
Waller Bat. Summer- Islands hi, Thus they parted, with 
exchange of harms. 1862 Stanley Jew, Ch. 1x877) L xiii. 
258 We hear the exchange of salutations between the reapers 
and their master. 1882 Daily Tel. 18 July 2 This [game 
at tennis] fell to E. Renshaw after some good exchanges. 

©. of military or naval commissions, etc. (see 
quot,). Also attrib., as in exchange system . 

1823 Crabb Technol. Diet., Exchange between officers, 
who remove from one regiment to anotner, or from full pay 
to half pay, for which a consideration is usually given, called 
the Difference. 1833 Marry at P. Simple xxxi, Captain 
Falcon, .received his commission that evening, and the next 
day the exchanges were made. 1867 Smyth Sailor's Word- 
bk, Exchange , the removal of officers from one ship to an- 
other. 1875 Act 38 Viet, c, 16 Her Majesty may. . author- 
ise exchanges to be made from one regiment . . to another 
regiment. 1875 D. Wolff Sp, Ho. Com. 22 Feb., In the 
Artillery, Engineers, and Marines, they had from time im- 
memorial had the Exchange system, yet they had never 
adopted the Purchase system. 

f. in Chess, of pieces captured. To force the 
exchange : to play so as to compel your opponent 
to take one piece for another. To gain , win , lose 
the exchange : to take or lose a superior piece in 
exchange for an inferior. 

1823 Crabb Tecknol. Did. s.v. Chess , Exchanges.. often 
give the adversary an advantage. 1848 H. Staunton Chess- 
Players H andbk. ed. 2) 21 When a player gains a Rook for 
a Bishop or a Knight, it is termed winning the exchange. 
1865 Househ. Chess Mag. 34 This move loses, at least, 
the ‘ exchange 1878 H. E. Bird Chess Openings 105 Black 
gains the exchange, and should win. 

g. {To give, have, take, etc.) f by, in exchange 
f of. for (something else). 

c 1400 Destr. Troy 3182 Priam, .may prestly suppose His 
suster to sese, sent by eschaunge. 1598 Shaks. Merry IV. 
11. ii. 243 There is money, .spend all I haue, onely giue me 
so much of your time in exchange of it. 1611 Bible Matt. 
xvi. 26 Or what shall a man giue in exchange for his soule? 
2663 Gerbier Counsel 109 A very gainful! returne of Amber 
Greese and vendible commodities in exchange of Iron Tools. 
1665 Dryden Ind. Emperor (J.), O spare her life, and in 
exchange take mine. 1778 T. Jones Hoyle's Games Impr. 
247 You can get two Pieces in Exchange for your Queen. 
1837 W. Irving Capt, Bonneville III. 193 Giving horses in 
exchange for the articles of which they stand in need. 

2 . Law . 4 A mutual grant of equal interests, the 
one in consideration of the other* (Blackstone 
Comm . (1767) II. 323). 

1574 tr. Littleton's Tenures 13 b, In exchange it behoveth, 
that the estates that both© parties have in the landes so ex- 
chaunged be equal. 1642 Perkins Prof. Bk. iv. § 284. 126 
Now is to shew in what time the estates of exchanges ought 
to be executed. 18x8 Cruise Digest (ed. 2) V. 203 A husband 
and wife joined in exchanging lands, which were the estate 
of the wife, with a stranger, for other lands; and the ex- 
change was executed. 1876 Digby Real Prop. x. § x. 378 
Conveyances by way of exchange. 

3 . The action of giving or receiving coin in 
return for coin of equivalent value either of the 
same or a foreign country, for bullion, or for notes 
or bills ; a bargain respecting this ; the trade of 
a money-changer, f Bank of exchange : the office 
of a money-changer or banker. 

(1335 Act 9 Edw. Ill, stat. 2 c. 7 Et que table deschange 
soit a Dovorri & aillours, ou & q a nt il semblera a nos & 
a notre consail per faire eschange.] .. 1377 Langl .P. PI. B.v. 
249 Eschaunges and cheuesances with suche chaftare I dele. 
^1386 Chaucer ProL 278 Wei couthe he in eschaunge 
scheeldes [£ e. Fr. 6cus] selle. 1526 Pi/gr. Per/, n. iv, 43 b, 
He maketh his banke and exchange with some ryche mar- 
•chaunt. 1552 Huloet, Exchaunge, wher as gayne or lucre 
is gotten at the second hande, promercium. 1570-6 Lam- 
barde Peramb. Kent 127 Not without good cause . . hath 
Douer .. beene . . assigned by lawes of Parleament as a 
speciall place for passage and eschaunge. 1580 Baret A Iv. 
E 428 The losse and decay for the exchange of some peece 
of gold or siluer, collybns. i6ix Cotgr. s. v. Change , Banke 
of Exchange, or place wherein money is exchanged, and 
commodities bartered for. Mod. I lost a good deal by the 
exchange of some 20-mark pieces that I brought home. 

t b. The profit obtained by a money-changer or 
money-lender. Obs. 

1553 HuloeT, Banqueter or he that kepeth a banck of 


mcmy, of whome people doo boro we money vpon gayne, 
called exchaunge. *751 Chambers Cycl., Exchange is also 
used for the profit^ which a merchant., or broker makes of a 
sum of money received . . Sometimes also used for the . . profit 
allowed for the moneys advanced in any one's behalf. 

4 . * That species of mercantile transactions by 
which the debts of individuals residing at a distance 
from their creditors are cancelled without the 
transmission of money ’ (M c Culloch), by the use of 
i bills of exchange *. 

The simplest case of such a transaction is when two mer- 
chants in one place are respectively debtor and creditor for 
equal amounts to two merchants in a distant place. The 
two debts may be settled by the two creditors exchanging 
their claims; the process being. that one of the creditors 
draws a ‘bill of exchange* on his distant debtor, and sells 
it to his neighbour for its value in present money; the latter 
sends it as payment of his debt to his creditor, who thus 
obtains a claim upon a neighbour in exchange for his claim 
on a person at a distance. In practice the matter is much 
more complicated, and the term Bill 0/ Exchange has ac- 
quired an extended signification from which the etymolo- 
gical notion has almost disappeared (see Bill sb? 9). By 
writers on the theory of finance exchange is used for the 
whole system of transactions effected by ‘bills of exchange 
and is formally divided into Inland and Foreign Exchange . 
But in practice (exc. in the term bill of exchange itself) the 
word now almost exclusively means foreign exchange, and 
in this use has a mixed notion of sense 3 ; the price at 
which a bill drawn on a foreign country for a given amount 
may be bought being subject to variations, depending (1) 
on the varying relation in intrinsic value between the coins 
of the two countries ; (2) on the varying demand for bills; 
and (3) on the length of time for which the bill has to run. 
Par of exchange : the recognized standard value 
of the coinage of one country in terms of the 
coinage of another; e.g. £1 sterling at par « 
25-22! francs French money. Rate or Course of 
exchange (also simply exchange ) : \d) the price at 
which bills drawn in the currency of a foreign 
country may be purchased ; (b) sometimes, the 
percentage by which this differs from par; e.g. 
i the (rate of) exchange has risen from 9! to 10 p. c.* 
Arbitration of exchange : see Arbitration. 

Economic, writers distinguish between the real par of ex- 
change, which is the relation in intrinsic value existing be- 
tween the coins of two nations, and the nominal or conven- 
tional par, which may for convenience be maintained at a 
fixed level. When the price that must be paid for a foreign 
bill exceeds par, the exchange is said to be against, or un- 
favourable^ to, the country in which the bill is 'drawn ; when 
the price is below par, the exchange is in favour of that 
country. 

1485 [see 5]. 1560 in Harl. Misc. (Malh.) II. 478 By 

this reformation of base monies, .the accoumpte, which, 
by merchauntes, is called the Eschaunge, shall . . aryse 
in estimation of the monies of Englande. 1596 Shaks. 
Tam. Shr. iv, ii. 89, I haue bils for monie by exchange 
From Florence, and must heere [at Padua] deliuer them. 
a 1627 Hayward Edw. VI (1630) 9 Hee was skilful in the 
exchange beyond the seas. 1691 Locke Lower. Interest 
Wks. 1727 II. 57 Within a Month a Million must be return'd 
into Holland, this presently raises the Exchange. Ibid. II. 
72 Foreign Exchange is the Paying of money in one Coun- 
try, to receive it in another. 1694 Child Disc. Trade (ed.4) 
174 The course of the Exchange . . being generally above 
the intrinsick value or par of the coins of foreign Countries, 
we . . lose by such Exchange. 1724 Swift D rapier's 
Lett. Wks. 1755 II. n. 44 The difference is almost 25 per 
cent, which is double to the highest exchange of money. 
1776 Adam Smith IV. N. iv. iii, (1869) II. 49 The ordinary 
course of exchange should be allowed to be a sufficient in- 
dication of the ordinary state of debt and credit between 
any two places. 1788 T. Jefferson Writ. (1859) II. 468 In 
this paper, you will see the exchange of yesterday. 1861 
Goschen For. Exch. 48 The limits within which the ex- 
changes may vary. . are on the one extreme, the par value, 
plus the cost of the transmission of bullion ; on the other 
extreme, the par value, minus this identical sum. Ibid. 
<'1864) 75 The natural value of the rouble . . would have 
been. . 5 per cent, below the nominal par of exchange. 1868 
Seyd Bullion <5* For. Exch . 394 The actual Mintage Par of 
Exchange between London and Paris is ^i=fcs. 25*2215 
. . For all practicable purposes, however, we may call the Par 
of Exchange fcs. 25*22$ centimes. 

fb. Dry exchange (« It. cambio secco, Fr. 
change sec ) : a method of evading the laws against 
usuiy by means of fictitious bills of exchange. Obs. 
The expression drockner Wechsel) still survives in German 
in the sense of a promissory note, i. e. a bill drawn by a per- 
son upon himself. 

1485-6 Act 3 Hen. VII , c. 5 Eny bargayne. .by the name 
of drye exchaunge .. be utterly voide. 1572 T. Wilson 
Disc. Usury (1584) 117 b, The second kind [of exchange by 
bills] . . called sicke and drie exchange . . is practised when 
one doth borro we money by exchange for a strange region, 
at longer or shorter distance of time, to serue his turne the 
rather thereby, not minding to make anie reall paiment 
abroad ; but compoundeth with the exchanger to haue it re- 
turned backe againe, according as the exchange shall passe 
from thence to London, for such distance of time as they 
were agreed vpon. 1682 Scarlett Exchanges 2 66 Dry 
Exchanges consist in a giving of Monyes . . but the repay- 
ment is to be made after a certain time in the same place 
where the Monyes was given, and such a sum certain over 
and above, as the giver of Monyes can get and agree for, 
C. Arith. (See quot.) 

1849 Freese Comm. Class-bk. it. 69. 2859 Barn. Smith 
Arith. <$• Algebra (ed. 6) 513 Exchange is the Rule by which 
we find how much money of one country is equivalent to a 
given sum of another country, according to a given course 
of Exchange. 

5 . = Bill of Exchange (see Bill ^.39). Still 
occas. used in commercial correspondence. Also 


ellipt. in First, Second, or Third of Exchange 
( » Ft. premiere, etc. de change). 

2485 Caxton Paris <$• V. (18681 55 He had receued the 
eschaunge that Vyenne had sent hym. I bid. 57 She sendeth 
to you an eschaunge of thre thousand fioryns. Mod. (Form 
of Foreign Bill.) Sixty days after sight of this Second of 
Exchange (First and Third unpaid) pay to the order of, etc. 

If 0 . In senses more correctly expressed by 
Change: a. Substitution of one person or thing 
for another, f b. Variation of conduct, etc. + C. 
Transmutation ; mutation, alteration. 

2393 Gower Con/. III.351 , 1 se the world stand ever upon 
eschaunge. cx$zo Pallad. on Hush. 1. 236 Preve eke the 
unpreved grene afore eschaunge. c 1430 Lydg. Dispraise 
of Women xii, These women . . Most loue eschaunge and 
doublenes. 7548 Gest Pr. Masse B vij b No more can thee 
bread be christes body wythoute the exchaunge of the mat- 
ter therof unto the sayd body. 1572 R. H. tr. Lauaterus' 
Ghostes (1596) 165 The exchange of Empires, and of other 
things, are in his power. 2588 Shaks. L. L. L. iv. ii. 43 
TV allusion holds in the Exchange. 1589 Puttenham Eng. 
Poesie in. xv. (Arb.) 182 Your figures that worke auriculariy 
by exchange, .vsingone case for another, or tense,or person. 
1859 Reeve Brittany 235 At the only inn. .everything was 
in comfortless confusion, arising from an exchange of tenants. 

II. 7 . A person or thing that is offered or 
given in exchange or substitution for another. 

1490 Plumpton Corr. 100 They will take y t In ferme, or 
els make yt exchaunce with you of lands lyeing in York- 
shire. 2605 Shaks. Lear iv. vi. 280 A plot vpon her ver- 
tuous Husbands life, and the exchange my brother. Ibid. v. 
iii. 97 There's my exchange [a glove]. 1654-66 Earl Orrery 
Parthen. vi. (1676) 734 Having avowedly in his power a 
sufficient exchange for him. axyoo Dryden ( J.), The re- 
spect and love which was paid you.. was a wise exchange 
for the honours of the Court. 

b. A newspaper sent to the office of another 
newspaper in exchange for the latter. 

1886 Chr. Life 23 Jan. 37/3 ‘The pulpit and the people 
are rising out of the superstitions into the real religion ' — so 
remarks an exchange. 

III. A place of exchange. 

8. King's or Queen's Exchange : see quot. 
x6ot Q. Eliz. Let. base Moneys in T. Stafford Pac. Hib. 
149 We require you. .to giue all attention of it. .[by] bring- 
ing in all others according to the course of Our Exchange, 
which by Our Proclamation you may perceiue that wee 
haue instituted. [<21623 (see Exchange v. i b).] 1706 

Phillips, The Queen's Exchange. 1752 Chambers' Cycl. 
s.v., The King's Exchange or the place appointed by the 
king For exchange of plate, or bullion for the king’s com. 

1 9 . A money-changer’s establishment or office. 
a 1569 Kingesmyll Comf. Afflict. (1585) Aiij, To lay it [a 
talent] with you in exchange and banke. 2575 Fenton 
tr. Gueuara' s Gold. Epist. (1582) 75 Hee whipped out the 
Usurers, reuersed their exchaunges, and dispearsed their 
treasures. 

10 . A building in which the merchants of a 
town assemble for the transaction of business. 
Cf. Burse 3 b. Change sb. 3. 

The ‘Burse' or Exchange built in London by Sir T. 
Gresham in 1566 received from Queen Elizabeth the name 
of Royal Exchange, which is retained by the present build- 
ing. Gresham's building is in 17th c. sometimes called the 
Old Exchange, to distinguish it from the New Exchange , 
i.e. ‘ Britain's Burse 

1589 N ash Pasquil's Ret, 1 , 1 little thought to meete thee 
so suadainly upon the Exchange. 2593 FT orden Spec. Brit., 
NT sex i. 35 Sir Thomas Gresham , , named it the Burse, 
whereunto afterward Queene Elizabeth gave the name of 
Royal! Exchange. <2x6x0 Healey Epictetus' Man (1636) 
39 You cannot builde it a schoole, an Exchange, or a bathe. 
x6xx Coryat Crudities 23 As for their Exchangfe] where 
they sell many fine and curious things, there are two or 
three prety walks in it. 1632 Massinger City Madam 1. i, 
Being forced to fetch these from the Old Exchange, These 
from the Tower, and these from Westminster. X710 Lond. 
Gaz. No. 4708/4 Inquire at the .. Royal Exchange East 
Country-Walk in Exchange Time. 1716 8 Lady M. W. 
Montague Lett. I. xxxviii. 154 Behind the mosque is an 
exchange, full of shops. 1790 J, Willock . Voy. diverse 
Parts ix. 298 The exchange [Konigsberg] is a beautiful 
edifice. 1848 Dickens Dombey iv, The Royal Exchange 
was close at hand. 

t fig. 1628 Earle Microcosm. Iii. (Arb.) 73 It [Pauls Walke] 
is the great Exchange of all discourse. 1643 Denham 
Cooper's Hill 188 His [Thames'] fair bosom is the world’s 
exchange. 1793 Burke Corr. (1844) IV. 196 Sir Gilbert 
Elliot is not found in a common shop of the diplomatic 
exchange. x886 D . C Murray Cynic Fortune vi, F airy bank- 
notes which are only valuable at the Exchange of Fancy. 

b. Preceded by some defining word that indi- 
cates a special branch of business: as Coal-, 
Corn -, Hop-, Stock-, Wool- Exchange, for which 
see those words. 

11 . U. S. A dram-shop. 

1882 Sala Amer. Revis. II. ii. 13 Here [in New Orleans] 
the dram shops are called ‘ exchanges 

12 . attrib. and Co?nb. (sense 6 ) exchange-time ; 
(senses 3, 4) exchange-bank , - broker , -office, -shop ; 
also exchange-cap (see quot) ; f exchange- 
man, (a) a merchant on Change; {b) a shop- 
keeper at the ‘ New Exchange * ; f exchange- 
wench, -woman, a shopwoman at the same ; 
exchange-value — exchangeable value . 

^585 Coverdale Luke xix. 23 Wherfore than hast thou 
not delyuered my money to the *exchaunge banke. 1704 
Cocker App., ^Exchange Brokers, men that tell bow 
the Exchange of Money goes, and finds those that will Ex- 
change. 1874 Knight Diet. Meek. 1 . 815 fx * Exchange-cap, 
a fine quality of paper, .used for printing bills of exchange, 
etc. 1631 Donne Polydoron 108 There are three sorts 


EXCHANGE. 

of honest men : viz, your *Exchangeman for the bearing up 
of his credit, etc. 1783 Ainsworth Lai. Diet, (Morel!) 11. 
Nuglvendus . .an exchange-man, or milliner. 1863 Fawcett 
Pol. Boon, m, ix. 416 A person wishing to exchange money 
for French money goes to an ^exchange office in London. 
3631 T. Powell Tom All Trades 48 A pre.ty way of breed- 
ing young Maides in an ^Exchange shop, or St. Martins le 
grand. 1710 Lond.Gaz. N 0.4708/4 In ^Exchange Time. 1863 
Fawcett Pol. Econ. u i. <1876)7 ^Exchange value is the 
characteristic which stamps a commodity with the attri- 
bute of wealthy 1683 England's Vanity 32 Every ^Ex- 
change- Wench is usher’d in by them [Pearles] into her 
stalls. 1707 Cibber Double Gallant iv, To treat a Woman 
of Quality like an Exchange- Wench. 3697 — Woman's 
Wit hi, Your Ladyship’s being out of Humour with the 
^Exchange Woman, for shaping your Ruffles so odiously, 
made you a little too reserv’d. 

Exchange (eksitpi-ndg), v. Forms : (? 4 
schange), 5, 7 eschange, 6 exchaunge, 6- ex- 
change. [a. OF. eschangier (mod.F. Sc hanger) 
late L. excamhidre , f. ex- (see Ex- pref 1 ) + cam- 
Hare : see Change v ] 

1 . tram. To change away; to dispose of (com- 
modities, possessions, etc.) by exchange or barter; 
to give, relinquish, or lose (something) whilst re- 
ceiving something else in return. Also absol. 

1484 Caxton Curtail (1888) 13 They selle, bye or exchange 
somtyme theyr rentes or propre vestementis. 1545 A ct 37 
Hen. VIII, c. 9 § 5 The Wares,. so bargained, sold, ex- 
changed or shifted. 2622 Bible Ezek. xlviii. 14 They shall 
not sell of it, neither exchange, nor alienate the first fruits 
of the land. 1808 Hoyle's Game Chess 19 When you have 
two pawns on a front line neither should be pushed forward 
until the adversary proposes to exchange. Ibid. Strive to 
capture or exchange those men which would prevent it [a 
direct attack]. 1835 I. Taylor Spir. Despot, ii. 30 Difficul- 
ties that may be exchanged sooner than avoided. 

b. With for (+ with) before the thing taken in 
exchange. In mod. use also with against (? after 
Fr. centre ). Also absol. 

i6ix SnAKs. Cymb. T. v. 55 To shift his being, Is to ex- 
change one misery with another. 1622 Ainsworth Annot . 
Pent at. Gen. xxii. heading , Isaak is. exchanged with a ram, 
a 1623 Camden (J.), The king called in the old money and 
erected exchanges where the weight of old money was 
exchanged for new. 1680 Morden Geog. Red ., Tart ary 
(1685) 77 The Commodities that the Turks exchange for 
with the Inhabitants are Slaves. <*1704 Locke (J.), Ex- 
change his sheep for shells, or wool for a sparkling pebble. 
1786 W. Thomson Watson’s Philip III (1839) 2 43 H e was 
impatient to exchange the luxury of a palace for the dangers 
and hardships of the field. 1833 [see Against 14]. 2868 
Rogers Pol. Econ. iii. (ed. 3) 22 Where dealings are trans- 
acted on a large scale, it is not difficult for commodities to 
be exchanged against commodi ties. 1874 Green Short Hist. 
iii. 123 The vague expressions of the older charters were 
now exchanged for precise and elaborate provisions. 

*)* c. To obtain (something) in exchange for. 

1588 Shaics. L. L, L. iv. i. 84 What, shalt thou exchange 
for ragges, roabes. 1596 Spenser F. Q. vn. vi. 6 Ne shee 
the lawes of Nature onely brake. But eke of Justice. .And 
death for life exchanged foolishlie. 

2 . To give and receive reciprocally ; to make an 
exchange of ; to interchange. Const, sing, or pi. 
obj. with (a person). 

1602 Shaks. Ham. v, ii, 340 Exchange forgiuenesse with 
me, Noble Hamlet. 16x1 — Whit. T. iv. iv. 284 She wold 
not exchange flesh with one that Iou’d her. 1698 Ludlow 
Mem.it 721)1. 47 The great Shot was exchanged on both 
sides for the space of an Hour. 1711 Addison Sped. No. 
T2 p 2, I do not remember that we have exchanged a Word 
together these five Years. 1797 Mrs. Radcliffe Italian 
vit, Would we could exchange natures with him for a mo- 
ment. 1832 Ht. Martineau Each 4 All vi. 79 They ex- 
changed smiles, and understood one another immediately, 
2844 H. H. Wilson Brit. India II. 4x7 No engagements 
of allegiance or protection had ever been exchanged. 1855 
Macaulay Hist. Eng . III. 5 Blows were exchanged. 

3 . Mil. and Naval, a. To give up a prisoner to 
the enemy in return for one taken by them. 

2726 Tindal Rapin’ s Hist. Eng. (ed. 2) I. 207/2 Matilda 
. . consented he should be exchanged for the King. 1853 
Stocqueler Mil. Encycl Prisoners of War are deprived 
of their liberty until regularly exchanged. x86o Woolsey 
Introd. Internat. Law § 146. 336 Prisoners are generally 
exchanged within the same rank man for man. 

b. absol. To pass, by exchange with another 
officer, from or out of one regiment or ship into 
another. Cf. Exchange sb. 1 e. 

1787 Nelson to July in Nicolas Disp. (1845'' I. 243 Lieu- 
tenant Hope wished to exchange out of the Pegasus into 
the Boreas. 1875 Gathorne Hardy Sp. Ho. Com. 22 Feb., 
A poor man may find himself in positions where he could 
not exchange. 1875 Trevelyan ibid., The officer above 
them who refuses to exchange out of the battalion. 

4 u intr. Chiefly of coin: To be received as an 
equivalent for. 

1776 Adam Smith W. N. i. xi. ('1855') 89 bn 1695 • - the value 
of the silver coin was not kept up by the gold coin ; a guinea 
then commonly exchanging for thirty shillings of the worn 
and dipt silver. 1848 Mill Pol. Econ. m. iii. § 2 Demand 
and supply always rush to an equilibrium, but the condition 
of stable equilibrium is when things exchange for each other 
according to their cost of production. 1890 Sat. Rev. 3 May 

f i/2 An English sovereign exchanged a little while ago for 
irteen rupees, 

5. irons. ^ Change v. 6. Also To exchange into 
* Change v. 6 b. 

The first quot. may belong to Change v. ; schaungen ap- 
pears among the forms, of that word in 14th c. 

<11300 Cursor M. 479 (Gott.1 Fra ban his [Lucifer’s] name 
schangid,- was, Now es he cald foule sathanas. 1548 Gest 
Pr. Masse 83 Can it be.hys bodye, onles it be exchaunged 
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into It? 2586 A. Day Eng. Secretary 1. (2625] *44 But. - as 
it much -differeth . . from the other, is also alike exchanged 
by title, that one teamed.. Friendship, and this other .. 
Love. ci6oo Shaks. Sonn. cix, I returne againe, Just to 
the time, not with the time exchang’d. 

Exchangeability (eks,tpmd3abrliti). [f. 
next : see -ity.] The quality or condition of 
being exchangeable. 

2778 Washington Let. 8 Mar., Wks : 1834 V, 260 To fix 
their [captured citizens’] exchangeability upon the easiest 
and most unequivocal foundation. 1833 New Monthly 
Mag. XXXVII. soi Mr. Bailey seems to mistake exchange- 
ability for value. 1862 Goschen For. Exch. xo To inquire 
how the rate of interest, .the depreciation of the currency in 
which the bills are payable, affect their exchangeability. 

Exchangeable ( k ek$|tJ>nd3ab , l), a. [f. Ex- 
change V. + -ABLE.] 

1 . That may be exchanged. Const, for. 

1651 Hobbes Lmnath. 11, xxiv. 127 A mans Labour also, 
is a commodity exchangeable for benefit. 2778 Washington 
Let. 8 Mar., Wks. 1834 V. 255 On condition of General Lee 
being declared exchangeable. 1840 Tail's Mag, VII. 638 
The notes . . are . . not easily exchangeable. 2869 Tyndall 
Notes on Light 14 In optics, the position of an object and 
of its image are always exchangeable. 

2 . Exchangeable value : value estimated by that 
of the goods for which a thing may be exchanged. 

1776 Adam Smith W. N. (1806) 1 . 1. iv. 38 The principles 
which regulate the exchangeable value of commodities. 
2821 Torrens Product. Wealth 10 Nothing but a vague 
and inaccurate use of language could have led to the notion 
that exchangeable value constitutes wealth. 1834 Ht. Mar- 
tineau Moral iii. 86 It is labour which confers exchange- 
able value. 2862 Ruskin Unto this Last 114 How good 
must meat be, in order to possess any exchangeable value V 
f 8. — Commutative 1 b. Obs. rare. 

1575 T. Rogers Sec. Coming Christ 34 a, This Arith- 
metical proportion Aristotle ascribeth the exchaungeable 
iustice. 

Hence Exchamgeably adv . 

1598 Florio, Scambieuole , by exchange, mutuall, ex- 
changeablie. 

Exchanger (eksitjji’nd^si), Also 7 (in Law) 
-or. [f. as prec. + -ER h] 

1 . One who exchanges or makes an exchange. 
1531-2 Act 23 Hen. VIII , c. 16 The same sale, exchaunge 

or deliuere. .shalbe. .felony, .in the seller, exchaunger or 
deliuerer. 2613 Sir H. Finch Law (1636) 1x6 The ex- 
changor or his heire may vouch to warranty by an exchange 
without deed. 1642 Perkins Prof. Bk. iv, § 263 If any of 
us the Exchangers dye before attornment it is not good. 

f 2 . A money-changer, an exchange- broker ; a 
money-dealer, banker. Obs. exc. with allusion to 
the N. T. 4 The King's Exchangers : officers 
appointed by the king to give coin in exchange 
for bullion or plate. 

2539 Bible ( G reat \Mait. xxv.27 Thou oughtest therfore to 
haue delyuered my money to the exchaungers. 1552 Act 5-6 
Edw. VI, c. 19 § x No man did. .take no Profit for making 
of such Exchange . . except the Kings Exchangers. 1584 
Fenner Def, Ministers <25871 98 Christ overthrew the ex- 
chaungers banckes. 1682 Scarlett Exchanges 103 An 
Exchanger should know in the places where Banks are 
kept, the ordinary times when the Banks are shut, a 1704 
Locke (J.), These exchangers generally chuse rather to buy 
bullion than run the risk of melting down our coin. 1866 
Crump Bankings. 9 They [ mensularii) were also authorised 
by the state to act as exchangers, and give Roman coins for 
foreign ones. 

Exchanging (ekS|tp*nd,5ii3), vbl. sb. [f. as 
prec. 4- -ing 1 .] The action of the vb. Exchange. 

1553 Eden Treat. Nerve hid. (Arb.) 17 At which ex- 
chaunging of wyues, one of them speaketh to another after 
this manner. 1594 Hooker Bccl. Pol. 11. i. (1611) 129 This 
was the ancient manner in Israel concerning redeeming and 
exchanging. 1671 H. M. tr. Erasm. Colloq. 385 Doth God 
accept of such exchangings of souls? 1819 in Picton L'pool 
Mimic. Rec. (1886) II. 339 Renewal of leases and the ex- 
changing of lives thereon. 

Excheat, -or, altered forms of Escheat, -or. 
Exchequer (ekSitJe*koi). Forms: 3-6 es- 
eheker(e, (4 eschekkere, 4-5 ess-, estcheker), 
5-7 eschequer, -eer, escheker, -yr, (6 eschea- 
quer, eschequier, -our, 7 exchecker), 6- ex- 
chequer. [ME. escheker, a. OF. eschequier (mod. 
F. ichiquier ) =*■ It. scaccario, med.L. scaccarium 
chess-board, f. scacc-us check, scacchi chess : see 
-ARIUM, -ER. The modern exchequer is a literary 
corruption, caused by mistaking es- in this word 
for the OF. es- L. ex-, as in eschange, L. ex- 
cambium, now Exchange, esploit, L. exflicitum, 
now Exploit, etc. When these words were re- 
fashioned after L. analogies, escheker was ignorantly 
altered in the same way. For the derivation see 
Chequer, Check.] 

+ 1 . 1 . A chess-board ; = Chequeb sb . 1 1. To 

flay at {to) the escheker : to play at chess. Obs. 

a 1300 Floris Bl. 344 He wule come J>e nier And bidde 
fee pleie at Jre escheker. Whane Escheker is foi J> ibrogt 
Bi)>ute panes ne plei UOJL <72380 Sir Ferumb, 2224 )>o 
hat williep to leue at hame pleyej? to fee eschekkere. 
a 2420 Hoccleve MS. Soc. Antiq. 134 fol. 263 (Halliw.) 
And alle be hit that in that place square Of the listes, I 
mene the estcheker. 2474 Caxton Ckesse 135 Ther ben as 
many poyntes in the eschequer voyde as fulle. 

II. The King’s Exchequer. 

2 . Under the Norman and Angevin kings of 
England : An. office or department of state man- 


EXCHBQUEB. 

aged by the Treasurer, the Justiciary and the other 
judges of the King’s Court, and certain Barons 
appointed by the King. Its functions combined 
the collection and administration of the royal 
revenues with the judicial determination of all 
causes relating to revenue. In the subsequent 
development of this institution, it was gradually 
divided into two distinct branches, the one being 
charged with judicial, the other with adminis- 
trative functions : see 3, 4. 

The name originally referred to the table covered with a 
cloth divided into squares, on which the accounts of the 
revenue were kept by means of counters. It is disputed 
whether the application of the word to the treasury and 
the tribunal connected with it originated in Normandy, 
or whether it was imported into Normandy from England! 
After Normandy became part of France, the supreme court 
of law in that province continued to bear the name of 
eschequier until the reign of Francis I, when this name was 
superseded by that of parlement. 

[1292 Britton 1. i. § 9 Ausi volums nous, qe a nos Es* 
chekers a Westmoster et_ ay lours eynt nos Thresorers 
et nos Barouns illucs jurisdiccioun. 2332 Literal Can- 
tuarietises (Rolls) cccclv. 'L 480 Nozsenantz .. vienent a 
Canterbire a nostre Eschekier pur loure acounte rendre.) 
<*2330 R. Brunne Chron. (1810) 280 To Berwik cam [>e 
kynge eschekere, Sir Hugh of Cressyngham be was chan- 
celere, Walter of Admundesham he was tresorere. 2875 
Stubbs Const. Hist. I. xL 377 The Exchequer of the Nor- 
man kings was the court in which the whole financial busi- 
ness of the country was transacted. 

b. Chancellor of the Exchequer : an officer ori- 
ginally appointed in the reign of Henry III. as 
assistant to the treasurer; now the responsible 
finance minister of the United Kingdom : see 
Chancellor 3. 

e. Exchequer of the Jews (L. scaccarium Judot- 
orum) : in the thirteenth century, a department of 
the Exchequer which had charge of the collection 
of the revenues exacted from the Jews. (See C. 
Gross Exchequer of the Jews in Pafers read at the 
Anglo Jewish Exhibition , 1887.) 

3. (More fully Court of Exchequer, Exchequer 
of Pleas.) A court of law, historically representing 
the Anglo-Norman exchequer in its judicial capa- 
city. By the Judicature Act of 1873 it was con- 
verted into c The Exchequer Division 5 of the High 
Court of Justice, and by Order in Council in 1881 
this was merged in the Queen’s Bench Division. 

The jurisdiction of the court was theoretically confined to 
matters of revenue, but in practice was gradually extended 
to all kinds of cases (except ‘ real actions ’) by means of the 
legal fiction that the wrong suffered by the plaintiff had 
rendered him unable to pay his debts to the king. In ad- 
dition to its jurisdiction at common law, the court had a 
jurisdiction in equity, abolished in 1841. In its latest form 
it consisted of the Chief Baron and five judges, called the 
Barons of the Exchequer ; the Chancellor of "the Exchequer 
was in theory a member of it, and was entitled to a voice in 
its decisions when it sat in equity. 

1489-90 P lump ton Cor r. 90 Your matter in the Excheker 
is grevous ; there isiij wrytres agaynst you. a 1553 Udall 
Royster D.x. vi. (1847 )85 For sure I will put you up into the 
Eschequer. 1661 J. Stephens Procurations 34 It is an 
hundred years since the Certificate upon the Commission 
of Melius inquirendum, .was returned into the Exchequer. 
1732 Pope Hor. Sat. 11, ii. 130 The Temple late two brother 
Serjeants saw.. One lull’d th’ Exchequer, and one stunn’d 
the Rolls. 28x6 J. Manning {title), The Practice of the 
Exchequer of Pleas. 1827 [see Estreat v, x], 

fg. 2824 Scott Wav. xxiv, I cannot call you into Ex- 
chequer, if you do not think proper to read my narrative. 

b. As the designation of analogous courts in 
Scotland and Ireland : see quots. The Exchequer 
of Scotland was abolished in 1856 (19 and 20 
Viet. c. 6 \ its functions being transferred to the 
Court of Session. 

2826 Encycl. Perth . IX. 204/2 The court of exchequer in 
Scotland lias the same privileges and jurisdiction as that of 
England. 1833 Act 3 # 4 Will. IV, c. 13 All the Powers 
at present exercised by the said Barons of the Court of Ex- 
chequer in Scotland shall from and after the passing of this 
Act cease and determine. 

4 . The office or department of the public service, 
which is charged with the receipt and custody of 
the moneys collected by the several departments 
of revenue. 

In early use not distinguished from Treasury; but the 
department of state called the Treasury has not since the 
15th century exercised directly the function etymologically 
indicated by its name. The office charged with the custody 
of the revenues was in theory a branch of the Court of Ex- 
chequer (see 3), and was sometimes called the Lower Ex- 
chequer, the Exchequer of Receipt, or Receipt of Exchequer , 
to distinguish it from the judicial branch < Exchequer of 
Pleas). By the Exchequer and Audit Act 1866, the offices 
of Comptroller of the Exchequer and Auditor General, and 
the departments over which they presided, were united. 

a 1420 Hoccleve De Reg. Princ. 68 Syn thou maist not 
be paied in the escheker. c 1460 Foetescue Abs. 4 Lint. 
Mon. 1 1714) 43 The expensys of which Houshold may sone 
be estemyd . . by the Clerks of the Escheker. 1555 Eden 
Decades 133 The fyfthe portion dewe to the kynges Exche- 
ker. 2574 tr. Littleton’s Tenures 33 b, To bee one of his 
[the kynges] chamberlaines of his receite of his Esche- 
quer. 1601 F. Tate Househ. Ord. Edw. II, § 4 (1876) 7 
The Contreroilour ought to keepe a countre roll against the 
tresorer of the warderobe . . and testefy it in thexcheker upon 
the thresorers account. *638 Dk. Hamilton in H. Papers 
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EXCHEQUER. 

(Camden) 54 It* onlic restlieth hou he shall he payed, for in 
your excheker heire ther is none. 167a Cowel Inierpr . 
s. v., The other [part of the court] is called The Receit of 
the Exchequer, which is properly employed in the receiv- 
ing and paying of Money. _ 1753 Chambers Cycl. Supp. s. v., 
Exchequer is more particularly used for a chamber, or 
apartment, in Westminster-hall, consisting of two parts .. 
the lower Exchequer. 1788 Priestley Led. Hist. v. lxiv. 
514 The money is lying in the exchequer to discharge the 
interest of the old debt. 1876 Bancroft Hist. U. S. III. 
vi. 370 His [Grenville’s] desire was for . . a tellership in the 
exchequer. 

k b. The Exchequer : short for 4 the contents of 
the Exchequer’. 

. 1647 Clarendon Hist . Reb. 1. (1843) 2/1 The exchequer 
being so exhausted with the debts of king James. 1671 
C. Hatton in Hatton Corr. (1878) 62 Y u exchequer is at soe 
low an ebbe. 

{ 5 . In extended sense: A royal or national trea- 
sury. 

1565-73 Cooper Thesaurus , Ad serarium rationes has 
referre, to bring in his accompt to the escheker. 1600 Hol- 
land Livy xxiv. xxiv. 525 The souldiours were . .dayly main- 
teined and fed out of the Kings exchequer. 1756 7 tr. 
Key tier's Trav. (1760) IV. 222 The exchequer for Hungary 
is kept at Presburg: 1783 Watson Philip III < 1839) 221 
For the benefit of his exchequer, he might sell the rest for 
slaves to his Christian subjects in Spain and Italy. 1844 
H. H. Wilson Brit. India II. 471 A surplus revenue and 
an unembarrassed exchequer. 1855 Prescott Philip II, 1. 
ii. (1857) 19 It seemed to his Spanish subjects that he rarely 
visited them, except when his exchequer required to he 
replenished. 

b. fig. [Common in 17th c. ; now rare.) 

1589 Nashe Greene' S' Arcadia Pref. (1616)6 The Exche- 
quer of eloquence, Sir John Cheeke. 1596 — Saffron 
Walden 75 He would.. bee a more rare Exchequer of the 
Muses, than rich Gaza for wealth. 1633 Heywood Eng. 
Trav. 11. Wks. 1874 IV. 31 Of all the Treasures of my 
Hopes and Loue, You wereth’ Exchequer, they were Stor’d 
in you. 1660 Boyle Seraph. Love xiv. (1700) 91 Love it- 
self (that poor mail’s Surety and Exchequer), 1737 M. 
Green Spleen (R.), School-helps I want, to . . commit a 
theft On wealth in Greek exchequers left. 1881 G. W. 
Cable Mnie. Delphine ii. 10 The soul of honour . . frank 
— the very exchequer of truth. 

0. lran.fi The pecuniary possessions, the * cash- 
box’, 4 purse of a private person, a society, etc. 

1618 Bolton Floras (1636)216 The poore should live upon 
their own exchequer. 1675 Traherne Chr. Ethics xxviii. 
455 A palace and a coach, an exchequer full of gold . . are 
all the grounds of the respect that they pay us. 1685 South 
Serm. (1737(1. x. 384 A command, or call to be liberal .. 
shuts up every private man’s exchequer. 1823 Lamb Elia 
(1867) 32 These were . .feeders of his exchequer, .to whom 
he had occasionally been beholden for a loan. 1855 Thack- 
eray Fatal Boots iii, The . . impoverished state of my ex- 
chequer. 

7. attrib. and Comb ., as exchequer-book , - bullion , 
-1 chancellor (rare), -standard. Also exchequer- 
bill, a bill of credit issued by authority of Parlia- 
ment (first in 1696), bearing interest at the current 
rate ; hence exchequer-bill-office, the office 
where exchequer-bills are issued and received; 
exchequer-bond, a bond (see Bond 10) issued 
by the Exchequer at a fixed rate of interest and 
for a fixed period ; exchequer-court = Court of 
Exchequer (see 3) ; also, 4 the Prerogative Court 
of the Archbishop of York J (Bailey) ; exchequer- 
man, an official of the exchequer; exchequer- 
note = exchequer-bill ; exchequer-tallies (see 
Tally), the notched sticks with which the ac- 
counts of the Exchequer were formerly kept. Also 
Exchequer-chamber. 

2702 Loud. Gaz. No. 3694/4 Lost . . 3 ^Exchequer Bills of 
5/. each. 1799 Hist. Europe in Ann. Reg. 291/1 Exche- 
quer-bills to the amount of £ 3,000,000. 1855 Macaulay 

Hist. Eng. IV. 698 In the midst of the general distress and 
confusion appeared the first Exchequer Bills. 1813 Ex- 
aminer 12 Apr. 237/1 A crowd of brokers ... beset the * Ex- 
chequer- Bill-Office. 1859 M- Culloch Diet. Commerce 61 1 
In 1853 * Exchequer Bonds were issued bearing interest at 
2! per cent, for ten years. 1824 R. Watt Bill. Brit. 410/1 
The ^Exchequer Book, entitled Liber Niger Scaccarii. 
1805 P. L. D. Bonhote (title) Logarithm Tables, adapted 
to the calculation of * Exchequer Bullion. 1824 Byron Juan 
xvl xcviii, All "Exchequer Chancellors endeavour, .to dis- 
pense with Cocker’s rigours. 1721-1800 Bailey, * Exche- 
quer Court. 1853 Marsden Early Purit. 401 A merchant 
of London was brought before the "exchequer court for not 
paying tonnage and poundage. 1579 Tomson Calvin’s 
Serm. Tim. 223/1 We shall lack no "Eschequer man to put 
vs in shute. 1625 in Rushw. Hist. Coll. (1659) L 207 The 
Exchequer-man making his profit from the Kings wants. 
1795 Hist. Europe in Ann. Reg. 1796, 70/1 The discount 
given occasionally on "Exchequer notes was equally dis- 
creditable and alarming. 1653 R. Mason in Buhver A nihro- 
pomet. Let. to Author, And so insolently violate the Ex- 
chequer standard of Heaven without a blush. 1690 Child 
Disc. Trade d. 4) 21 Such as have disposed of his Majesty’s 
■"Exchequer-tallies. 

Exchequer (eks,tfe*kai), v. [f. prec.] 

1. trans. To place in an exchequer or treasury ; 
to treasure up. Obs. rare— 1 . 

1705 Hickeringill Priest-cr. 11. vii. 67 Vast Bulk and 
Heaps of Treasure exchequer’d in the Lateran Palace. 

2 . To proceed against (a person) in the Court 
of Exchequer. 

*809 Ckron. in Ann. Reg. 408/2 The lord was exche- 
quered ; that is, the attorney-general filed his information 
against him. 1844 J, T. Hewlett Parsons 4 W. xl, If 
ever he heard of Titus, .shooting, .on his grounds again, he 


would exchequer him as sure as he was horn. 1864 Sir F. 
P algrave Norm. 4 Eng. 1 V. 215 Anselm was Exchequered 
for the imputed fault. 

b. (See quot. 1867). 

1828 Southey in Q. Rev. XXXVIII. 93 The vessel 
was seized by a custom-house officer, brought back and 
exchequered. 1867 Smyth Sailor’s Wordbk , Exchequered , 
seized by government officers as contraband. 

Exchequer - chamber. Also Chequer- 
chamber. 

1 . The chamber devoted to the business of the 
royal exchequer. 

[1494-2611 : see Chequer-chamber x.] 2829 Pemtalogia 
s. v. Exchequer , The court of equity is held m the exche- 
quer chamber before the treasurer, chancellor, and barons. 

2 . 4 A tribunal of error and appeal ’ (Wharton) 
abolished in 1875 by the Judicature Acts, which 
transferred its jurisdiction to the Court of Appeal. 

[1528-1714 : see Chequer-chamber 2.] 1640 Saint-John 
(title). Argument on the case of Ship-money, before the 
judges in the Exchequer-Chamber. 1768 Blackstone 
Comm. III. 56 The court of exchequer chamber, .then con- 
sists of all the judges of the three ^superior courts. 1827 
Hall am Const. Hist. (18761 IX. xviii. 18 The cause .. was 
heard . . before all the judges in the exchequer-chamber. 
1838 Penny Cycl. X. 110/2 The Court of Exchequer chamber 
was first erected in England bystat. 31 Edw. III. 1848 
Wharton Lava Lex. s, v. Exchequer. The 40 Geo. III. c, 
39, established a Court of Exchequer Chamber in Ireland. 

Exehete, -er, -our, obs. f. Escheat, -or. 

Eschew (e, -chue, obs. ff. Eschew v . 1 

Excide (eksai-d), v. 1 [ad. L. excide-re to cut 
out, f. ex- out + avdere to cut.] trans. To cut 
out. Also fig. Hence Excrded ppl. a. 

2758 J. S. Le Dran's Observ. Surg. (1771) 78 We were 
obliged to excide. .the Bigness of a. large Nut. 1819 Lamb 
Final Mem., To Wordsw. 250 The gods .. cut off every 
seed of envy in his bosom. But with envy they excided 
curiosity also. 1883 American VI. 397 The excided parts. 
2888 Gladstone in xgthCent. May 781 Our Lord’s divinity 
draws after it all that Robert Elsmere would excide. 

f Exci'dion. Obs. rare— 1 , [ad. L. excididn - 
em destruction, believed to be f. exscid-, exscind- 
ere to extirpate, destroy, f. ex- out + scindere to 
cut] Extirpation, destruction. 

2490 Caxton Eneydos 1.(1890) 21 Troye was enuyronned in 
fourme of siege, and of excidyon, by Agamenon. 

t Exci'pienti ct. and sb. Obs. [ad. L. exci- 
pient -em, pr. pple. of excipere to take ont, except, 
take up, receive, f. ex- out + capfre to take.] 

A. adj. That takes exception ; objecting. 

1726 Ayliffe Par erg, 252 The persons^ pronouncing it 
[Excommunication], ought to be set forth in the Pleading 
by the Party Excipient within eight Days. 

B. sb. L One who takes up or receives in suc- 
cession. rare. 

2852 Tail’s Mag. XIX. 605 That excipient of avuncular 
traditions first quotes from the reply made by Napoleon. 

2 . (See quot. 1753.) 

1753 Chambers Cycl. Supp., Excipient, .a term used to ex- 
press that ingredient in a compound medicine, the business 
of which is to receive all the rest; such is the conserve in 
electuaries, the syrup in bolusses, &c, 2832 J. Davies 

Manual Mat. Med. 25 The excipient serves as a vehicle. 
2890 Nation (N. Y.) 10 Apr. 287/2 Sugar of milk.. as an 
excipient in such medicines as lacto-peptine, pepsine, etc. 

3 . The material or surface that receives the pig- 
ments in painting. 

2855 tr. Labarte's Arts Mid. Ages iv. 101 Painting on a 
metallic excipient. 

Exciple (e’ksipT), Excipule (e*ksipial). 
Anglicized forms of next 

2866 in Treas. Bot. 

|j Excipulum. (eksi*pk/l#m). Bot. [L. exci- 
pulum a receptacle, found only in pi., f. excipere : 
see Excipient.] A layer of cells lying beneath 
and partially enclosing, as a cup, the Apothecium 
( q.v.) in lichens. 

1857 Berkeley Cryptog. Bot. § 292. 284 The form of the 
aperture depends upon the form of the apothecium, or ex- 
cipulum, the margins of which are rounded. 2874 Cooke 
Fungi 37 There is no proper excipulum or peridium. 1882 
Vines Sachs' Bot. 324 The part of the thallus which sur- 
rounds the excipulum rises and grows with it forming a 
bowl-like rim. 

Excisable (ekssrzab’l), aj- [f. Excise v.} + 
-able.] Needing to be excised or expunged. 

1855 Chamb. JrnL IV. 362 There are excisable passages 
in Shakspeare. 

Excisable (eksoi-zabT), a. 2 Also 7-9 ex- 
oiseable. [f. Excise v . 2 + -able.] Of things : 
Liable or subject to excise duty. Of persons: 
Liable to the imposition of excise duty. 

2689 Land, Gaz . No. 2426/3 The Brewers and Retailers 
of Excisable Liquors. 1797 Burke Regie. Peace iii. Wks. 
VIII. 406 The general licences which the law requires to 
be taken out by all dealers in exciseable commodities. 1858 
Bright Sp. Reform 21 Dec., Every man who . . consumes 
any exciseable articles, pays taxes. 1876 Bancroft Hist. 
U.S. III. xxii. 563 The Americans were henceforward ex- 
cisable and taxable at the mercy of parliament. Mod. A dvt., 
I, A. B. . . do hereby give notice that it is my intention to 
apply, .for a License to sell Excisable Liquors by Retail. 

Excise (eksoi'z), sb. Also 5, 7 exeyse, 7 ac- 
oize, 7-8 aceise. [app. a. MDu. exeijs , exziis (itp6 
in Keurboeken van de Stad Leiden 14), also accijs, 
prob. ad. OF. acceis tax (12th c., riming with 


defids L. def ensuin') or some earlier form late 
L. type * accmsum , verbal sb. f. acccnsdre to tax 
(whence OF. accenser, accuser;, f. ad to + census 
tax : see Census. 

OF. had also the learned form accens , whence prob. 
MDu. exeijns , exchijns, mod.Du. accijns. For the treat- 
ment of late L. or primitive Romanic e(n)s in early adoptions 
into Du., cf. Du. spijs viand, repr. late L. expensa, and cijns 
repr. L. census. The mod. F. accise occurs only with refer- 
ence to the Low Countries and England, and is prob. 
adopted from Du. A med. L. accisia is mentioned by Du 
Cange (who gives no quots.) as occurring in imperial docu- 
ments as a variant of assisa (see Assize) ; this may be a 
latinization of the MDu. word . I n Du. the two words accijs 
‘ excise* and assijs ‘ assize ' have been to a great extent con- 
fused, having both the meaning * tax * ; the Du. etymologists 
regard the former as a corruption of the latter, and the form 
accijns as a further corruption due to confusion with czjns, 
Lat. census. By Lat. writers in the Low Countries ( 16- » 7th 
c.j the word is often rendered by excensus. The notion of 
derivation from L. exdsnm ‘ something cut out ’ (cf. Excise 
vJ) may have been the cause of the substitution of ex- for 
ac- in the MDu. form.] 

1 . gen. Any toll or tax. . 

[1490 Commercial Treaty Eng. 4 Florence in Rymer 
Feed. XII. -jsgrQuas excisas, gabellas, et dacias dicti subditi 
Regis Anghae in dicta civitate Pisarum solvent et dabunt.] 
2494 Fabyan Chron. vii. 505 As well by chaungynge of 
the moneys as other many vnlefull exeysys. 2555 Brad- 
ford in Strype Reel. Mem. III. App. xlv. 135 So wyll they. . 
bringe in excises upon cy tie and vyllage. 2622 Malynes 
A tic. Law- Merck. 293 Whereas Customes, Subsidies, Imposi- 
tions, Toles, Accizes, Imposts and other duties, .are due by 
the Law of Nations. 1632 Massinger Emperor East 1. if. 
No man should dare To. .kill a hen Without excise, a 1763 
Shenstone Levities , Stanzas , He .. Full gladly pays four 
parts in eight To taxes and excises. 

2 . spec. 4 A duty charged on home goods, either 
in the process of their manufacture or before their 
sale to the home consumers* (Encyd. Brit.). In 
England this kind of taxation was first adopted in 
1643, in acknowledged imitation of the example 
of Holland. It long continued to be highly un- 
popular : see Johnson’s definition below. 

The taxes levied under the name of Excise by the Ordin- 
ance of 1643 included certain duties imposed, in addition to 
the customs, on various foreign products ; it was not until 
the present century that the actual use of the word became 
strictly conformed to the preceding definition. 

a. in Holland. 

2596 Spenser State Jrel. Wks. (Globe) 669/2 All the townes 
of the Lowe-Countreyes doe cutt upon themselves an ex- 
cise of all thinges towarde the mayntenaunce of the warre. 
2623 in North. N. 4 Q. I. 73 The Consergerie is frie of all 
exeyses of wyne and beir. c 1645 Howell Lett. L 1. vii, 
The monstrous Accises which are impos’d upon all sorts of 
Commodities [in Amsterdam], 1665 Surv.Aff Nether 1 . 193 
Their very enemies, though they hate the States, yet love 
their Liquor, and pay Excise. 2690 Child Disc. 'Trade 
(ed. 4) 5 The lowness of their customs, and the height of 
their excise, which is certainly the most equal and indifferent 
tax in the world. 

b. in England or the United Kingdom. 

2642 Declar. Ho. Com . 8 Oct., Aspersions are by malignant 
persons cast upon this House that they intend to .. lay ex- 
cuses upon . . commodities. 1643 Ora. Lords 4 Com. 22 
July § 2 An Office, .is hereby erected, -called or known by 
the name of the Office of Excise or New Impost. 2647 
Clarendon Hist. Reb. v 11. (1843) 47*/ 1 This [July 22, 1643] 
was the first time that ever the name of the payment of ex- 
cise was heard of, or practised in England. 2667 Marvell 
To a Painter, Excise ..With hundred rows 01 teeth, the 
shark exceeds, And on all trades like Cassawar she feeds. 
1755 Johnson Excise, a hateful tax levied upon commo- 
dities, and adjudged not by the common judges of property, 
but wretches hired by those to whom excise is paid. 1776 
Adam Smith W. N. (1869) II. v. ii. 492 Such duties, .become 
properly a sort of inland customs or excises. 2845 McCulloch 
Taxation 11. vi. § 1 (1852) 271 The duty on bricks, the article 
most recently subjected to the excise, was imposed in 1784. 

c. in the United States. 

2789 T. Jefferson Writ. (2859) III. 17 Excise is a duty 
. .paid in the hands of the consumer or retailer. Ibid. But 
in Massachusetts they have perverted the word excise to 
mean a tax on all liquors, whether paid in the moment of 
importation or at a later moment, and on nothing else. 2875 
A. Delmar in Johnson’s New Univ. Encycl . , Excise . . in 
the U. S. .. is confined to the tax on the production or sale 
of spirituous or fermented liquors, or the productive capa- 
city of liquor stills, revenue from liquor stamps, etc 

&. Board, Commissioner, Officer, Supei visor of 
Excise , or Excise Revenue. 

2695 Luttrell Brief R el. 16 Jan., The officers of the excise 
there [Bristol] will be dismist. 2724 Watts Logic 52 A 
supervisor of the excise, _ 2815 Scott Guy M. iii, I hae a 
cousin at the board of excise— that’s Commissioner Bertram. 
1819 Pantologia s.v. Excise laws, The officers of excise are 
to be appointed. . by the commissioners. Ibid. s.v. Excise , 
laws, Commissioners of excise are empowered to make 
restitution of exciseable goods. 1838 Penny Cycl. X. xxxja 
The commissioners of excise revenue. ; r 

©. transfi. and fig. 

2658' F. Osborne Hist. Mem. Q. Eliz. 36 Greatnesse, sel- 
dome admitted to a cheap Market : Sellers recompensing 
their want of honour, by the Excise they put on such as 
owne it. <22659 Cleveland (J.), Ambitious now to take 
excise Of a more fragrant paradise, a 1683 Oldham Poet. 
Wks. (1686) 95 And for each pleasurable sin exacts excise. 

3 . Payment or imposition of excise. Obs. 

2720 Steele Tatler No. 183 T x The Brewer in his Excise, 
the Merchant in his Customs, .think never the worse of 
themselves for being guilty of their respective Frauds to- 
wards the Publick. 273a Pope Ep. Bathurst 120 Ask you 
why Phrynfe the whole auction buys? PhrynSs foresees a 
general excise. 2733 Swift Advice to Freemen of Dublin 


EXCISE 


EXCITATION, 


Whs. X745 VI II. 292 A pamphlet printed in England by 
authority, to justify the bill for a general excise. 

4. The government office or department charged 
with the collection of excise. Now merged in the 
Department of Inland Revenue. 

1784 Cowper Task xv. 504 Th' excise is fatten'd with the 
rich result Of all this riot, *838 Penny Cycl. X. 1x1/2 The 
last named [tea] of these [foreign products] was the last 
that was withdrawn from the management of the Excise. 
s$4S McCulloch Taxation n. vi. (1852) 249 The vexatious 
surveillance formerly exercised by the excise. 1884 Poe 
Eustace 220 It’s not the first time she has baulked the hun- 
gry hounds of the Excise. 

5. attrib ., as excise-bill, -commissioners , -dues, 
duty , -house, -laws, -office, - people , -spies, -system, 

-yacht, etc. Excise duties, those collected by 
the Board of Inland Revenue, or its officers, com- 
prising many to which the name excise ’ does not 
properly belong, e.g. the tax for armorial bear- 
ings, game licenses, etc. Also Exciseman - . 

1733 Mayor London in Swift's Lett. 6 Aug., In the late 
affair of the ^Excise Bill. .1 acted consistent with . . honest 
principles.. 1828 Carlyle Misc. (1857) I. 196 The Honour- 
able ^Excise Commissioners. Ibid. 201 Computing ^excise- 
dues upon tallow. 1751 Pref. Arbuthnot’s Serm. Union 
Wks. II. 174 A Barrel of Beer, or Ale.. is never to pay 
more than two Shillings Sterling *Excise-Duty. 1834 Brit. 
Husb. I. 378 In consequence of the former excise duty, .the 
use of salt, as manure, has been upon too limited a scale. 
c 1645 Howell Lett. (1650I II. 107 They burnt down to the 
grownd the ^Excise house in Southfield. 1765 Blackstone 
Comm. I. 318 The rigour and arbitrary proceedings of 
^excise-laws. *698-9 Ludlow Mem. 11 . 59 (R.) An order 
given to the ^Excise-office for satisfying an old debt. *738 
[G. Smith] Cur. Relat. IT. xqo They go to the Accise 
Office to pay the Duty. 1820 Shelley (Edipus 11. i. 178 
Ladies .. Walked .. Through rebels .. Tithe-proctors, and 
^excise people, uninjured! 1676 Marvell. Mr. Smirke 
Wks. 1875 IV. 10 They itinerated like *excise-spyes from 
one house to another. 1873 Financial Reformer May 78 
note , Exactly descriptive of the effects of our ^Excise sys- 
tem. 1815 Scorr Guy M. iii, Little curlie Godfrey, .he's on 
board an ^excise yacht. 

Excise (eksai'z), v.l [f. L. excts- ppl. stem of 
excidere to cut out, f. ex- out + csedere to cut.] 

*t 1. trans. To cut off a portion of skin from fa 
person) ; » Circumcise i. The quots. refer chiefly 
to an analogous operation upon females. 

1634 Sir T. Herbert Trav . 168 Such women orgirles of 
Christians that live in slavery, by price or conquest, are ex- 
cised forceably. 1650 Bulwek Anthropomet . Pref., Women 
are, as an ornament, excis’d. Ibid. xx. 209 The Mahomet- 
ans of Africa do excise themselves. 

2. To cut out (a passage or sentence) from the 
context ; to expunge. 

1647 J. Birkenhead Assembly-Matt To Rdr., They Ex- 
cis’d what they liked not. *874 H. R, Reynolds John 
Bapt. ii. 68 Marcion excised other portions of the Gospel 
which contradict his views. 1884 Manck. Exam. 9 Apr. 
5/6 All reference to Ireland shall be excised from the Bill, 

3. To cut out (a limb, organ, etc.). Also jig. 

1836 Todd Cycl. Anat . 1 . 792/2 The heart of a salamander 
may he excised, and yet the animal will live for several 
hours, 1875 E. White Life in Christ in. xx. (1878) 278 We 
do not understand how by transgression he [Adam] suc- 
ceeded in excising one part of his nature. 

4. To cut or hollow out ; to notch. Chiefly Bot. 
and Zool. 

1578 Banister Hist. Man I. 32 The transuerse Processes 
of Os sacrum . . are excised, and engrauen. *85* Darwin 
Cirripedia 121 Scutal margin [of Dichelapsis warwicki ] 
deeply excised at a point corresponding with the apex of 
the scuta- *870 Hooker Stud. Flor. 102 Vicia sativa . . 
leaflets linear-obovate, obtuse truncate or excised at the 
tip. 

Hence Excised ppl. a. : see 3 and 4 . 

1866 T. Wright in Infell . Observ. No. 50. 143 Excised 
marks and sculptures on stones. 1871 Daily News 13 Feb., 
On either side of the excised joints. 

Excise (eksorz), v? [f. Excise jA] 

+ 1. trans. a. To impose an excise or tax upon 
(a thing). Also transf and fig. Obs . 

1652 Benlowes Tkeopk. in. xcix. 49 Love, Thou canst . . 
such oregrown Behemoths please As tax the scaly Nation, 
and excise the Seas, a 1659 Cleveland Hue Cry iii, 
When zealous hinting and the yawn Excise our Miniver 
and Lawn. 1663 Petty Taxes 24 The first way we pro- 
pose, is, to excise the very land itself in kind. 1761 
Churchill Night in Chaim .Poets XIV. 286 No Statesman 
e’er will find it worth his pains To tax our labours, and ex- 
cise our brains, a *764 Lloyd Charity Poet. Wks. 1774 1 1 . 
*53 Worth is excis’d, and Virtue pays A heavy Tax for bar- 
ren praise. 1765 Blackstone Comm. I. 320 Brandies and 
other spirits are now excised at the distillery. 

b. To force (a person) to pay an excise-due ; 
hence, to overcharge ; also fig. 

a *659 Cleveland London Lady in Wks. (1687) 238 
Thus purely now herself homewards she packs, Excis’d m 
all the dialects of her knacks: Squeezed to the utmost 
Thread, and latest Grain. _ 1687 W. W. in Cleveland's Wks. 
281 Yet did he ne’er Excise the Natives; nor Made For- 
reign Mines unto his Mint bring Oar. 173* Pope Her. Sat. 
V* u ; In Southsea days not happier, when surmis’d The 
Lord of Thousands, than if now Excis'd. *815 Scott Guy 
M. xliv, 'We’ll no excise you neither, though we live sae 
near the Custom-house/ <7x830 — Monast. Introd. Ep., 
I wadna hae excised Johnnie/ 

+ 2. To deduct by way of excise. Obs. rare— 1 . 
17x3 Guardian 11 May (1756) 232 Tis impossible to con- 
ceive that more than an eighth part can be excised from 
the expences of your subjects. 

Hence Excising ppl. a. 
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*735 Pope Donne, Sat nr, 147 Shortly no Jad shall chuck, 
or lady vole, But some excising Courtier will have toll. 

Exciseman (ekssi'zmsen). [f. Excise sb.fr 
Man - .] An officer employed to collect excise 
duties and prevent infringement of the excise laws. 

1647 S. Sheppard (title). The Committee Man curried . . 
A Comedy, .discovering the Corruption of Committee Men 
and Excisemen. 1681 Prideaux Lett. (Camden) 107 The 
mayor haveing unreasonably taken many licences for ale 
houses without a legal cause, the excisemen came and com- 
plained to the Vice-Chancellor of it. <22704 T. Brown 
Table T. Poems 133 A broken Shopkeeper, ends in an Ex- 
ciseman. 2789 J. PiLKiNGTON View Derbyshire I. 405 
Mathematical rulers and excisemen's gauging sticks. 2828 
Carlyle Crit. <$* Misc. Ess., Bums Wks. VII. 67 To- 
morrow he must go drudge as an exciseman. 1863 Fawcett 
Pol. Econ. iv. iii. 557 The exciseman can visit the malt- 
house whenever he pleases. 

Hence Exci’semaHship, the office of exciseman. 

2837 Lockhart Life Scott (F. Hall). 

Excision (eksrgsn). [ad. (either directly or 
through Fr. excision ), L. excision- em, n. of action 
f. excidere : see Excise v. 1 ) 

1. The action or process of cutting off or out (any 
part of the body). 

2541 R. Copland Gatyen's Terap, 2Aijb, Holovve vlceres 
. .procede of two causes, that is to wete of excysyon and of 
eroysion. 2641 Symonds Serm. bef. Ho. Com. D ijb, In a 
gangrsene to endure the excision of a limb. 1758 Johnson 
Idler No. 17 ? 5 The excision or laceration of the vital 
parts. 1836 Todd Cycl. Anat. I. 462 x Excision of the 
lower jaw. 1864 Sat. Rev. 21 May, Slitting of noses and 
excision of ears had, indeed, gone out of fashion. 

K.fig. , . 

2791 Han, More Relig. Fash. World 133 A Christian life 
seems to consist of two things . . the adoption of good habits, 
and the excision of such as are evil. 1796 Morse A mer. Geog. 
II.256 By a manifesto published Max*ch 25, 1793.. it [Poland] 
underwent another excision.. 1851 Robertson Serm. Ser. 
iv. ix. (1863) I. 60 The manlier and more vigorous feelings 
and emotions did not undergo excision. 1878 Lecky Eng. 
in xZth C. I. iii. 435 Defoe and the Speaker Onslow both 
desired the excision of rotten boroughs. 

2. The action of cutting off from existence ; de- 
struction ; extirpation ; the condition or state of 
being cut off. Also fig. 

1490 Caxton Eneydos xxi. (1890) 76 All the grekes folke 
swore that troye shold be distroyed. The harde conspyr- 
acion of the same grete excysion was made ferre from my 
lande. 1531 Elyot Gov. II. hi. xxiii. 358 O poure and 
miserable citie ! what sondry tourmentes, excisions, .and 
other euill aduentures hathe hapned unto the. 1626 Donne 
Serm. xxi. 211a, It shall not work as a Circumcision, but 
as an Excision ; not as a lopping off, but as a rooting up. 
1702 C. Mather Magu. Chr. 1. ni. (1852) 58 Lest the inha- 
bitants of Plymouth should revenge that excision of their 
countrymen. 1846 Trench Mirac, xxiii. < 18621 343 That 
accursed race once doomed of God to a total excision, root 
and branch. 

3. The action of cutting off (a person) from a 
religious society ; excommunication. 

1647 Power of Keys iv. 74 Excommunication .. denotes 
the excision from all or any degree of Communion in sacris. 
1699 Burnet 39 Art. xvi, (1700) 143 Among the Jews some 
sins were punished by a total excision or cutting off. *834 
Caunter Orient, Ann. ix. 118 Doomed to the penalties of 
everlasting excision. 1879 Farrar St. Paul II. 92 A wrong 
. . which the Mosaic law had punished with excision from 
the congregation. 

4. The action of cutting out or erasing (a pas- 
sage from a book, a clause from a bill, etc.) ; an 
instance of the same. 

1858 Gladstone Homer 1 . 42 Shall we. .hold the received 
text provisionally and subject to excision. 2881 — Sp. at 
Leeds Oct., It would be my imperative duty to make large 
excisions, 1884 Manch . Guard. 3 Oct. 5/5 To throw upon 
the House of Commons the excision of the proposed clause. 

5. The action of cutting or hollowing out : in 
quot. concr. A space hollowed out. rare. 

1823 J. Badcock Dom. Amusem. 29 A spade-deep excision 
for the planks, .to rest upon. 

Exeisor (eksai-zoi). rare. [f. Excise v 2 + -or.] 
An exciseman. 

*835 Blackw. Mag. XXXVII. 859 No longer excisors and 
curs’d supervisors Shall vex us. 

Excitability v ekssbtabr liti). [f.next: see-iTY. 
Cf. Fr. excitabilite . ] 

1. The quality of being excitable, liability or 
tendency to excitement ; in pi. excitable feelings. 

. a *803 Foster in Life <$* Corr. (1846) I. 187 Excitement 
is excitability too. 1840 Carlyle Heroes (1858) 250 , 1 fancy, 
the rigorous earnest man, with his keen excitabllities, was 
not altogether easy to make happy. 2863 Geo. Eliot Ro- 
mola III. 60 Romola. .shrank . . from the shrill excitability 
of those illuminated women. 

2. Phys. Of an animal or vegetable organ or 
tissue: The capacity of being excited to its char- 
acteristic activity by the action of a specific stim- 
ulus. (In the Brunonian physiology excitability 
or instability was regarded as the essential prin- 
ciple of vitality ; the earlier quots. refer more or 
less to this theory.) 

1788 J. Brown Elem, Med. § 14 The property, by which 
both sets of powers act, should be named Excitability ; 
and the powers themselves Exciting Powers. 1799 E. 
Darwin Phytol. xiv. i. i. 316 The buds of vegetables ... pos- 
sess irritability, and sensibility, and voluntarily, and have 
associations of motion . . But . . the three latter kinds of ex- 
citability are possessed in a much less degree by vegetable 
buds. 2802 Med. Jml. VIII. 333 Opium acts primarily on 
the iivipg principle, or, as he terms it, excitability of the 


system. 1807 J. E. Smith Phys. Bot. 65 In forced plants 
the irritability, or. .excitability, is exhausted. 1825 Coi.e- 
ridge Aids Reft. (1848) I. 34 Pleasure, .consists in the har- 
mony between the specific excitability of a living creature, 
and the exciting causes correspondent thereto. 1854 Bush- 
nan in Circ. Sc. (c 1865* II. 3/1 The chemical laws are 
brought into operation by the agency of an organic excita- 
bility. 1866 Huxlf.y Phys. ix. (1872] 220 The excitability 
of the retina is readily exhausted. 

Excitable (eksoi tab’D, a. [ad. L. excitabilis,' 
f. excitdre : see Excite v. Cf. Fr. excitable.] 
Capable of being excited ; prone to, or susceptible 
of, excitement; easily excited. Const, to. 

2609 Bp. Barlow Ansiv, Nameless Catholic 305 Their 
persons are liable to Deposing and killing ; and their Sub- 
lets excitable to Insurrection, a 1677 Barrow Semi, xxxii. 
Wks. 1741 I. 342 His affections were .. excitable by their 
due objects. 1837 Lytton E. Maltrav. 25 His flexile and 
excitable fancy was conjuring up a thousand shapes. 1863 
Miss Braddon Eleanor's Viet I. ii, One of those excitable 
natures which cannot endure the influence of strong drinks. 
a 2864 Hawthorne A mer. Note-bks. (1879) I. 53 He is., 
wonderfully excitable to mirth. 

Hence SSxcirtableness, the condition or quality 
of being excitable. 

*875 Jowett Plato fed. 2) V. 238 A precaution against the 
excitableness of youth. 

E’xcitancy. [f. next : see -anoy,] The pro- 
perty of exciting or calling into activity. 

1834 Coleridge Lit. Rem. IV. 25 The active life or ex- 
citancy belongs to the former, the passive life or excitability 
to the latter. 

Excitant (e*ksitant, eksortant), a. and sb. [ad. 
L. excitant-em , pr. pple. of excitdre : see Excite, 
Cf. Fr. excitant.] 

A. adj. That rouses, excites, or stimulates ; ex- 
citing, stimulating. Cf. Excite, senses 1 , 4 , 6 . 

1607 R. Crackenthorp Serm. (1608) 11 Gods grace, in our 
conversion, is not onely an excitant but a viuincant grace, 
1661 Bp. Nicholson Exp. Catech. (1678) 60 The Donation 
of Heavenly Grace .. excitant, adjuvant, or co-operant. 
1773 Phil, Trans. LXIXI. 337 Cushions . , covered with 
silk . . are much more powerfully excitant. 1801 Med.Jml. 
V. 471 The excitant powers of the fixed alkali were not at 
all, or very little known, i860 Mayne Exp. Lex., Excitant , 
raising up ; exciting ; provoking ; stimulating. 

B. sb. An agent which excites (organs or tissues) 
to increased vital activity ; a stimulant. Also, an 
agent for inducing electrical action, 

1833 Coleridge Tabled. 2 Sept., The English affect 
stimulant nourishment-beef and beer. The French ex- 
citants , . alcohol, champagne. 1836 Blackw. Mag. XXXIX. 

S >9 Satts are the excitants of the growth of plants. 1875 
edford Sailor* $ Pocket-bk. viii (ed. 2) 300 A warm bath 
. . should only be employed as a momentary excitant. 1885 
Pall Mall G. xi Feb. 4/2 A weak solution of potash as the 
excitant. 

f E’xcitate, v. Obs . Also 6 exitat. Pa, tense 
6 excitate. [f. L. excitdt - ppl. stem of excitdre ; 
see Excite.] = Excite. 

1548 Bp. Hooper Declar. 10 Commandm. iv, To shew 
what profit followeth the doing of it, that the commodity 
might excitate the mind. 1560 Rolland Crt. Venus 11. 435 
Thir wordis scho said richt sone him excitate. 1591 Nashe 
Prognost. 3 Celestiall bodies, whose influence doth exitat 
and procure continuall mutability in the lower region. 1646 
Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. n. iv. 81 If you touch a piece 
of wax already excitated with common oyle, it will . . at- 
tract. 1658 — Hydriot. 58 Their iterated clamations to 
excitate their dying or dead friends. 1655-60 Stanley Hist. 
Philos. (1701) 389/2 It was the custom of the Pythagoreans 
as soon as they waked, to excitate their souls with the Lute. 
Hence E'xcitating ppL a. 

a 1643 J. Shute Judgem. <$• Mercy (1645) 29 The sinnes of 
other men, they may bee the externall, irritating, exitating 
cause of Gods judgements. 

Excitation (eksitjijbn). Also 5-6 exce-,. 
excitacion, -ioun, excytacyon. [a. F. excitation, 
ad. L. excitatidn-em, n, of action f. excitdre to 
Excite.] 

1. The action of exciting (in various senses of 
the verb) ; an instance of this, f By (a person's) 
excitation : at (a person’s) instigation, rare ox arch . 
in general sense. 

C1400 Maundev. (Roxb.) xxxi. 139 Thurgh comforth of 
J>aire wordes and be excitacioun of brim, we schrafe vs clene 
and herd messe. 1462 Edw. IV. in Ellis Orig. Lett n. 41 I. 
127 The malicious counseyle and exitacion of Margaret his 
wife, c 1489 Caxton Blanchardyn xx. (1890) 69 The., 
impetuous excitacions, that often tymes thy messangers 
made vnto me, 1548 Hall Chron. 99 A man, that . . con- 
fessed, that he was there by myne excitacion. 15187 Fleming 
Contn. Holinshed III. 1413/1 Bookes containing false, 
seditious, and slanderous matter . . to the excitation of in- 
surrection. c 1630 Jackson Creed iv. iii. Wks. III. 462 The 
excitation of God’s gifts in us, whereby we are united to 
Christ. 1681-6 J. Scott Chr. Life (1747' III. 95 His Ex- 
citation of the Graces of Prayer in us, is called his making 
Intercession for us. 1788 V. Knox Winter Even, xlv, The 
alternate excitation of hope and fear is attended with con- 
siderable delight. 1836-7 Sir W. Hamilton Metaph. xxx. 
(1870) II. 214 The ceaseless excitation of the mind to new 
knowledge. 

b. In various physical senses : f the process of 
setting in motion; + contagion (of a putrid sub- 
stance) ; calling forth (of heat, sound, etc.) ; the ex- 
citing fan organ or tissue) by an external stimulus. 

1541 R. Copland Guy don’s Form . Tiv, The helpes for 
woundes composed with corrupte sores are they that requyre 
excytacyon. 1557 Sartim Primer Eiv, Rejoyse, hicause 
he ascended . . into heaven again By his proper excitacion. 
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1626 B acon Sylva § 330 The Second [means to induce Putre- 
faction] is by Inuitation or Excitation ; as when a Rotten 
Apple lieth close to another Apple that is Sound. 1831 
Brewster Nat. Magic, xiii. 331 Highly expansive elements 
. . called into tremendous action by the excitation of heat. 
1862 H. Spencer First Princ. (1867) § 79 The order of ex- 
citation is from muscles that, are small, .to those which are 
larger.^ 1866 Huxley Phys. ix. (1872) 222 The excitation of 
the retina proper. 

2. A means of excitement, an influence that ex- 
cites; a stimulus, encouragement, instigation, arch. 

1627-77 Feltham Resolves 1, lxxxviii. 136 Music .. as the 
Spartans used. it . . served still for an excitation to Valor. 
1670 Devout Commun, (1688) 65 Descend into my heart by 
the excitations of thy grace. 1755 Taylor Let, in E. Law 
Th. Relig . 402 . The subject yields . .the warmest, and 
strongest excitations to piety. 1817 Mar. Edgeworth Or- 
mond xxiii. (1832) 280 Tommy, with this excitation . . soon 
got to the head of his class. 1819 Southey Lett. (1856) 
III. 163 Here is a fellow publishing the most direct excita- 
tions to assassination and rebellion. 1S77 Mrs. Oliphant 
Makers Elor. via. 212 His example was a continued ..ex- 
citation to his brethren. 

3. The state of being excited, excitement ; an 
instance of this. Now somewhat rare. 

1393 Gower Con/. HI. 20 They two [Galba and Vitelle] 
through her dronkenhede Of witles excitation Oppressed all 
the nacion Of Spaine. 1638 Rouse Heav. Univ. v. (1702) 
49 Kindling them unto a more Incentive Excitation. 1698 
tr. Fenelon's Maxims of Saints 53 All hasty and unquiet 
Excitation fore-running Grace, 1830 Coleridge Table-t. 
1 May, It is said that every excitation is followed by a 
commensurate exhaustion. 1876 Geo. Eliot Dan. Dtr. in. 
xxiii, His temperament was still in a state of excitation. 

4. Electricity and Magnetism . The action or 
process of inducing an electric or magnetic condi- 
tion ; the condition so induced. 

1656 tr. Hobbes' Elan. Philos. (1839) 526 As for jet, it must 
first be excited by rubbing ..whereas the loadstone hath 
sufficient excitation from its own nature. 1709 Hauksbee 
Phys.-Mech. Exp. n. (1719) 71 The Easie Excitation of the 
Electrical Matter. 1822 Imison Sc. ^ Art 1 . 322 The simple 
rubber, .will produce a very slight excitation of the cylinder. 
1846 J. Joyce Set. Dial. iii. Eiectr, 359 Electrical machines 
. . so formed as, by excitation to collect Electricity. 1871 
Tyndall Fragm. Sc. (ed. 6) I. xiii. 37s Its polar excitation 
is at once manifested. 

Excitative (ekssrtativ), a. [a. F. excitatif 
-ive, as if ad. L. *excitdtlv-us, f. excitare ; see 
Excite v.] Able or tending to excite : in senses 
of the verb. Const, of. 

1490 Caxton EneydosxxiiJ 1890^ 78 Exhortacions Stpyetous 
remonstrances exeytatiue of all well wyllyng. a 1677 Barrow 
Exp. Creed iT.) Admonitory of duty and excitative of de- 
votion. 1704 Rf.arne Duct. Hist. ('1714) I. 408 The Pytha- 
goreans . . said that Fire is the . . Excitative Power. 1847 
R. W. Hamilton Disq. Sabbath iv. (1848) 135 Who can say 
what shall be the growth of holiness. . where all is auspicious 
and excitative? 1881 Nature XXIV. 208 [Paper read] on 
the thermal laws of the excitative spark of condensers, 
t Excita*tor. Obs. rare . [a. L. excitatory 

agent-n. f. excita-re : see Excitate and -or. Cf. 
Fr. excitatetir . ] 

1. One who excites ; spec, one whose business it 
is to rouse others from sleep. 

1688 R. Holme Armoury in. 182/1 The Excitator, who 
wakeneththe Jesuites in the Morning. 

2. (See quot.) 

1847 Craig, Excitator , an instrument employed to discharge 
a Leyden jar, or other electrical apparatus, without exposing 
the operator to the consequences of the shock. 1864 in 
Webster ; and in mod. Diets. 

Excitatory (ekscrtatsri), a. ff. L. excitat- 
ppl. stem of excitare (see Excitate) + -ory.] 
Tending to or productive of excitation ; character- 
ized or produced by excitation. 

1803 Med. Jrnl. IX. 147 Communication was produced 
between the two armatures by a silver wire or excitatory 
arc. 1874 Cooke Fungi 118751 58 Excitatory organs for the 
dehiscence of the asci.. i33a Nature No. 637. 258 Changes 
in the electrical relations of the two surfaces [of a leaf] 
(called the excitatory variation). Ibid. XXVI. 353 The 
excitatory motions both of plants and of animals. 

Excite (ekssrt), v. Also 4-5 exite, 4-6 exeyte, 
5 excit, exyte. [a. Fr. exciter ( *= Pr. and Sp. 
excitar), ad. L. excitare r freq. of exciere to set in 
motion, awaken, call forth, instigate, f. ex- out + 
ciere to set in motion ] 

I. trans. To set in motion, stir up. 

a. fig. To move, stir up, instigate, incite. 
Const, T til, to, unto ; to with inf or that (with 
subord. clause) ; also simply. Now only with 
mixed notion of 5 . 

a 1340 H ampole Psalter Prol. , )?e sange of psalmes . . excites 
aungels til pure help. Ibid, ix. 25 Antecrist sail . . excite 
him [God] in his synn to punysch him. 1398 Trevisa Barth. 
De P. R. v. xxiii. (1495 1 131 Oxen ben excited to traueile 
more by the swete songe of the heerd than by strokes and 
pryckes, 1494 Fabyan Chron. 1. v, 12 Gwentolena. .exeyted 
her Fader and frendes to make warre vpon the sayd I.otryne. 
a 1575 Abp. Parker in Farr S. P, ’Elm (1843) I. 2 Of Sab- 
bath day the solemn feast Doth vs exeyte by rest, God’s 
mighty workes that we declare. 1655-60 Stanley Hist. 
Philos. (1701) 185/1 Exciting the Soul of the World and 
converting it to himself. 1703 Maundrell Joum. Jerus. 
(1732) 135 Excite those People to use a little more fervour 
in their Prayers, 3722 Wollaston Relig. Nat. v.118 We 
excite children hypraising them. 1818 J as. IS/luxBrit. India 

II. iv. iv. 129 That veteran intriguer. . excited his attendants 
to resist. 1839 Keightley Hist. Eng. II. 54 He was sent to 
try to excite the emperor to a crusade. 1850 M^Cosh Div. 


Govt. it. iii. (1874') 254 The imagination is apt to be still more 
excited by the stirring incidents of war. 

absol. c 1380 Wyclif Set. Wks. 1 1 1. 516 pe kyng may take 
awey pes temporaltees from preiatis, whan laweful cause 
exmjx 1590 Spenser F. Q. hi. ii. 3 Whose prayse I would 
endyte . . as dewtie doth exeyte. 1683 Soame & Dry den A rt 
of Poetry ii. 9 There native beauty pleases and excites, 
f b. To provoke, challenge. Obs. 

<21340 Hampole Psalter v, 32 Out pute |?aim : for J?ai ex- 
citid b e lord. 3388 Wyclif Judith xiv. 12 Myis ben goon 
out of her caues, and doren excite us to batel. 1485 Caxton 
CAas. Gt. 40 Of Fyerabras how he came to exeyte thexersyte 
of Charles. 

t C. In physical sense : To set in motion, stir up 
(so L. excitare harenaniy Sallust.) Obs. rare— 1 . 

3697 Dryden Virg. Georg, in. 362 He snuffs the Wind, his 
Heels the Sand excite. 

2. To rouse, awaken. 

fa. lit. To rouse from unconsciousness, rare. 

c 1440 Love Bonavent. Mirr. xlv. (Sherard MS.) 101 Than 
was our lady excited and roos as it hadde ben fro sleep, 
t b. To call up (a departed spirit). Obs. rare. 

3651 Walton in Reliq. Wotton. (1672* 208 Unless .. we 
could . . excite them again, and confer a while with their 
naked Ghosts. 

e. To call forth or quicken (a faculty, feeling, 
etc.) from potential into actual existence ; to rouse 
up, awaken (what is dormant, sluggish, or latent). 

1393 Gower Coup III. 18 Venus . . Hath yive him drinke 
. . Of thilke cuppe., whiche excitethThe lust. 1447 Boken- 
ham Seyntys Introd. (Roxkj 4 The fyrst cause is for to 
exeyte Menys affeccyoun. 1641 Wilkins Math. Magick 1. 
i. (1648) 3 Such mysticall expressions, as might excite the 
peoples wonder. 3697 Dryden Virg. Georg, iv. 98 With 
Shouts, the Coward’s Courage they excite. 1699 Bentley 
Phal. xi. 304 *Tis the design of Tragedy to excite Compas- 
sion in the Auditoiy . 3703 Moxon Meek. Exerc . 242 The Fire 
in Lime burnt . . dies hid . . but Water excites it again. 1722 
Wollaston Relig. Nat. iii. 55 A master may, by the exer- 
cises he sets, excite the superior capacity of his scholars. 
1766 Fordycs Serm.Yng. Worn. (1767) I. iii. 103 Who can 
describe the detestation it excites? 1875 Jowett Plato 
(ed. 2) IV. 495 The characters excite little or no interest. 

8. To induce, elicit, provoke (actions, manifesta- 
tions) ; to bring about, occasion (active condi- 
tions). 

1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. vn. lx vii. (1495) 285 It is a 
generall medycyne to exeyte spewy nge. c 1400 Three Kings 
Cologne 1 1886,1 122 J?e deuyll. .excited, .among j>epepil diuers 
opynyouns of heresy. 1576 Newton tr. Lemnie's Complex. 
(1633) 104 It is expedient to excite and cherish native heat 
with exercise. x6iz Enchir. Med. in Through a catarrhall 
distillation the cough is excited. 1704 Penn in Pa. Hist. 
Soc. Mem. IX. 341 Excite his return, or to send for his family 
to him. 1786 Gilpin Mount. <$• Lakes Cumbld. {1788) II. 60 
Brass guns, for the purpose of exciting echoes. 3787 Winter 
Syst. Hush. 73 Heat . . excites and promotes a motion in 
the fluids. 1797 Burke Regie. Peace iii. Wks. VIII. 303 
They [the English ministry] did not excite the general con- 
federacy in Europe. 1803 Phil. Trans. XCIII. 84 The bar. . 
was melted in the strongest heat which could be excited. 
1856 Froude Hist. Eng. (1858) II. vii. 176 [He] had . . en- 
deavoured to excite an insurrection in the eastern counties. 
i860 Motley Netherl. (1868) I. v. 192 Fire-ships, intended 
only to excite.a conflagration of the bridge. 1871 Blackie 
I* our Phases i. 142 It may excite a smile when I say so. 

4. To affect by a stimulus (bodily organs or tis- 
sues), so as to produce or intensify their character- 
istic activity. 

1831 Brewster Nat. Magic iii. 37 We observe it [the retina] 
to be so excited by local pressures . . as to see in total dark- 
ness moving and shapeless masses of coloured light. 3855 
Bain Senses $ hit. 1. ii. § 18 (1864) 51 Irritation or contact 
with a surface excites a single group of muscles in one way. 
1875 Darwin Insect iv. PI, i. 4 Changes which take place 
within the cells of the tentacles when the glands are excited. 

5. In modern use : To move to strong emotion, 
stir to passion ; to stir up to eager tumultuous 
feeling, whether pleasurable or painful. 

1850 Thackeray Pmdennis Ixi. (1879) 601 All the events, of 
life, however strongly they may move or eagerly excite 
him never can remove that sainted image from his heart. 
1855-79 [- see Excited A*/. a. 3). x886 Leslie Stephen Life 
H. Fawcett viii. 352 The only result of his endeavours 
to bring it before the House baa been to excite the Under- 
secretary for India. 1891 Punch CL 121/2 ‘It excites me 
— it amuses me to talk to a cocker! 

6. a. Electricity and Magnetism. To induce elec- 
tric or magnetic activity in (a substance) ,* to set 
(an electric current) in motion ; also absol. b. 
Photography . To render (a plate, etc.) sensitive to 
light ; to sensitize. 

1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud . Ep. 11. ii. 60 If an iron or steele 
not formerly excited, be held perpendicularly or inclinatorily 
unto the needle, the lower end thereof will attract the cuspis 
or sou theme point. 1827 Faraday Ckem. Manip. xxiv. 631 
Excite a glass rod by silk. 1839 G. Bird Nat. Phil. 157 The 
magnets . . are used merely to excite in the manner already 
explained. Ibid. 277 The remarkable fact of magnets ex- 
citing electric currents in wires moved near them. 1879 
Cassell's Techn. Educ. III. 270 For exciting the collodion 
film a bath should be mixed. J. C. Leake ibid. IV. 323/2 
When excited the plate should be placed in the dark-slide. 
Excited (eksarted),///. a. [f. prec. -+• - ed 1 .] 

1. Stirred by strong emotion, disturbed, agitated. 

1855 Macaulay Hist. Eng. III. 275 The population of 
Edinburgh was in an excited state. 1864 Mrs. Carlyle 
Lett. III. 216 The excited people, .rushed out to me. 3879 
McCarthy Own Times l. 199 Thiers carried with him much 
of the excited public feeling of France. 

b. Of trade : Abnormally brisk or active. 

1878 Jevons Prim. Pol. Rcon. 123 Business men must 
become . . careful during excited trade. 


2. a. Electricity and Magnetism. In which elec- 
trical or magnetic action has been induced ; elec- 
trized, magnetized, b. Of bodily organs or tissues : 
Affected by a stimulus, c. Of a seismographic 
instrument: Agitated. 

1660 Boyle Seraph. Love 344 Excited Needles, when they 
stick fastest to each other, owe their Union to their having 
both been touched by the Loadstone. 1812 Sir H. Davy 
Ckem. Philos. 129 The different states may be known by 
presenting a metallic point to the excited body. 1831 Brew- 
ster Newton (1855) I. x. 235 The visible direction of an object 
should be a line perpendicular to the curvature of the retina 
at the excited point. 1863 Tyndall Heat ii. § 35 (1870) 37 
The excited magnetic field. x88x Standard 12 Aug., The 
instruments become less excited, and gradually fall back to 
more normal conditions. 

Excitedly (ekssrtedli), adv. [f. prec. + -LY 2 .] 
In an excited manner. 

1852 J. B. Owen in Vet. Ingestre Meliora I. 137 The 
children looked excitedly at their father. 1858 Mrs. Car- 
lyle Lett. II. 389 He now talks incessantly, and excitedly. 
1875 Flo. Marry at Open Sesame I. vi, ‘Let him come’, 
cries the girl excitedly. 1882 J. H. Blunt Ref. Ck. Eng. II. 
101 The young king . . dashed Ins pen excitedly through some 
words of the oath. 

f Excrteful, a. Obs. rare. [f. Excite v. ; cf, 
assistful.'] Tending to excite to action. 

1615 Chapman Odyss. 11. 56 To . . Stern Pluto and Perse- 
phone, apply Exciteful prayers. x6x8 — Hesiod n. 423 Many 
a fore-studied exercise Was instituted/with exciteful prize. 

Excitement (eksartment). [f. Excite v. 4 - 
-ment. First used in sense 3 (= L . irritamentuni) 
which is the only sense recognized by Johnson.] 

1. The action of exciting ; the fact of being ex- 
cited ; = Excitation. Somewhat rare. 

1830 Herschel Stud. Nat. Phil. 11. ii. (1851) 89 The 
excitement and propagation of motion. 1840 Mill Diss . 
4- Disc. (1859) !• ijd note , Experience .. must precede the 
excitement of any ideas in the nund. 

2. Excited state or condition, 

a. Path. A state of abnormal activity in any 
organ, f Also, in the ‘B^lnonian , physiology, 
the effects resulting from the presence of the vital 
principle in the organism. 

1788 J, Brown tr. Elem. Med. § 16 The effect of the exciting 
powers, acting upon the excitability, is to he denominated 
Excitement [Latin 1780 Incitatio ]. 1793 Beddoes Consump- 
tion 148 Diseases of excitement on the one hand, and debility 
on the other. 1799 Med. Jrnl. II. 452 The greatest degree 
of excitement, consistent with life, may be communicated by 
this agent [electric fluid]. x8ox Ibid. V. 82 An addition 
to that just degree of excitement which constitutes health. 

b. Stimulation, titillation (of the senses). 

1823 Lamb Elia $er. 1. xxii, No possible taste or odour .. 
can convey a delicate excitement comparable to this mixture. 

c. In recent use ; The condition of being men- 
tally excited, whether by pleasurable or painful 
emotion. Cf. Excite v. 5 . 

1846 Trench Miracles vi. (1862) 185 Men in their thirst for 
excitement ... have a kind of pleasure in being the bearers 
even of evil tidings. x86o Tyndall Glac. 1. xxii. 352 He 
approached me with some excitement of manner. ^ 1864 J. H. 
N ewman A pol. 156 The excitement it [Tractarianism] caused 
in England. 

8 . Something that excites ; a means of exciting. 

fa. Something that tends to excite (a feeling); 
a motive or incentive /^ action ; an exhortation, 
encouragement. Obs, or arch. 

1604 Shaks. Ham. iv. iv. 58 (Qq.) A father kill’d, a mother 
stain’d. Excitements of my reason, arid my blood. 1633 May 
Hen . //, vn. 79 Excitements every where From Pulpits 
sounded in the peoples eare, To aid their brother-Christians. 
1642 Fuller Holy «$• Prof. St. 11. xvi.112 Rather are dili- 
gent lads to be encouraged with all excitements to Learning. 
1736 Butler Anal. 1. v. Wks. 1874 I. 89 Perception of 
danger is a natural excitement of passive fear, and active 
caution. 1741 Warburton Div. Legal, ix. ii. (3846)373 The 
General encouraging his followers, by all the usual excite- 
ments to do their duty. 1817 Coleridge Lay Serm. 420 In 
any half dozen sermons of. .Jeremy Taylor, there are. .more 
excitements to inquiry, .than are presented to the congrega- 
tions of the present day . . during twice as many months. 
3858 De Quincey Autobiog. Sk. Wks. I. 239 Each.. had 
yet its own separate occasions and excitements. 

b. In physical sense. 

3862 Darwin Fertiliz. Orchids W. 153 1 suspect that it does 
explode . . without the excitement of a touch. 

c. An occasion of mental excit ement. 

1878 R. W. Dale Led. Preach, vii. 186 Their knowledge 
brings them some noble excitements and satisfactions. 

Exciter (ekssrtsi). Also 5 exeitour. Cf. 
Excitob. [f. Excite v. + -er.i] 

1. One who, or that which, excites; f an instigator. 

1387 Trevisa Higden (Rolls) VIII. 267 Lewelynes broker 

David . . )>at was exciter [L. incentor] of all jus woo, c 1400 
Test. Love 1. (1560) 277/2 Excitours to the matters were so 
painted and coloured, that etc. 1617 Collins Def. Bp. Ely 
ri ix, 360 He would haue relligion to be. .an exciter, .of our 
reuerence to Saints. 1795 Hist, in Ann. Reg. 80 Exciters 
of the insurrection. 7:8x2 Shelley in Hogg Life (1858; II. 
58 The personal exciter and strengthener of my virtuous 
habits. 1862 R. H. Patterson Ess. Hist, Art 325, I am 
simply looking upon War as the strongest exciter of the 
human mind. 

2. Med. An excitant ; a stimulant 

1832 in Webster; whence in mod. Diets, 

Exciting (eksai-tir)), vbl. sb. [f. Excite v. + 
-ingV) The action of the verb Excite. Also an 
instance of it. f Phrase, At {of by) exciting of: 
by the instigation of. 


EXCITING. 


EXCLUDE. 


1387 T revisa Htgden {Rolls'! II, 133 At exitynge of quarta 
decimanorum |>at helde Esterday pe xiiij J day of |>e mone 
Chedde was i-take. 1413 Lydg. Pilgr. Sowle 1. ii. (1483) 3 
Yf that ray pylgrim hath ought done., of thyne excytyng. 
1494 Fabyan Chron. vi. clxxxix. 192 A company of them, 
by the exityng of Hurkus . . folowed the kynges boost. 
*525 Ld. Berners Froiss. Il.xciii. [Ixxxbc.] 2791'hechiefe 
excytyng of these maters came by the kynges uncles. x 6 s 6 
Bacon Sylva § 354 It must proceed, .from the Quickning 
and Exciting of the Natural heat. 165a G. Herbert Country 
Pars. _xxii, Wanting many excitings of grace [when not 
attending the Communion]. 

Exciting (eksartig), PP^ a * [f* as prec. + 
That excites. Exciting cause : [chiefly 
Path.) that which immediately causes disease, etc.; 
opposed to predisposing cause. 

xSxx Hooper Med. Diet., Exciting cause. 1826 Disraeu 
Viv. Greyv. xiii, Story after story, .followed each other with 
exciting haste. 1834 Cycl. Pract. Med. II 1 . 57/1 The exciting 
causes ofhepatitis maybe enumerated as follows. X849RUSKIN 
Sev. Lamps i. f 2, 9 Principles, .exciting rather than direct- 
ing. 2855 Macaulay Hist , Eng. IV. 542 The public atten- 
tion was occupied by other and far more exciting subjects. 
aiSjx Grote Elk. Fragm.i. (1876) 13 Certain acts and for- 
bearances considered as the exciting cause of disposition 
on the part of others. 

Hence Excitingly adv., in an exciting manner. 

2860 in Worcester ; and in mod. Diets. 

ISxcifciire (eksartiv), a. [f. Excite v. + -ive.] 
Tending to excite. Const, of. 

1774 N. Wraxall Let. in Tour North. Europe (1776)164 
A sight rather exchive of disgust than desire. 1862 Burton 
Bk. Hunter 51 The least exextive of the bad passions. 

Excito-motor (eks9i:t<?m<jR*t6i), a. = next. 

1870 Rolleston Anint. Life Intro d. 90 The three typical 
pairs of excitomotor ganglia are easily recognisable. x88i 
Power Carpenters Hum. Physiol. § 404 Such movements 
are properly distinguished as excito-motor. 

Excito-motory (eks9htorn<Ju*t3ii), a. Phys. 
[f. Excit-ok + Motqry ; formed by Marshall Hall 
in 1836.] Of or pertaining to the spinal group of 
nerves, composed of the excitor and the motor 
nerves. Often applied to the reflex actions which 
are produced by this division of the nervous system. 

1836 M. Hall Led. Nervous Syst . 12 , 1 propose to divide 
[the Nervous System] into 1. The Cerebral.. 2. The True 
Spinal or the Excito-motory ; and 3. The Ganglionic. 
1847 Todd CycLAnat. Ill, 609/2 A distinct series of excito- 
motory fibres. 1854 Woodward Mollusca n. 189 Besides 
this excito-motory system., the Nudibranches possess a 
‘ sympathetic ' system. x86x T. Graham Pract. Med. 593 In 
infancy, when the voluntary power is as yet undeveloped, 
the excito-motory is in the fullest activity. 

Excitor (eksartdj, -oik Cf. Exciter, [f. Ex- 
cite v., on the analogy of motor.] a. — Exciter. 
b. An afferent nerve belonging to the spinal divi- 
sion of the nervous system. Also attrib. or as adj. 

1816 Jane Austen Mansfield Park II. 126 All those fine 
feelings of which he had hoped to be the excitor, were already 
Yen. 1836 M. Hall Led. Nervous Syst. 15 The true Spinal 
erves. I. The Excitors. Ibid. 21 The incident excitor 
nerves, the medulla, and the reflex motor nerves, constitute 
the system. 1865 Cornk. Mag. XI. 592 It is quite credible 
that the messenger of death operated through., the usual 
excitors of disease. 1871 Napheys Prev. 4 Cure Vis. III. 
in, 674 Another excitor is a brush of fine wires. 1874 
Carpenter^ Merit. Phys. 1. ii, § 62 (1879) 63 Other excitor 
fibres, .are included in the ordinary nerve-trunks. 

Excitress .eksortres) rare. [f. Exciter + -ess.] 
A female exciter. 

a i860 ‘ Used somewhere by H. H. Wilson* (F. Hall). 
Excitory (ekssitori), a. [f. as prec. + -ory.] 
Fitted to excite ; instrumental in exciting. 

1818 Bostock Galvanism 1. i. 18 The excitory arc, or the 
metallic part of the circle. 1861 HuLMEtr. Moquin- Tandon 
n. l 48 The females are provided with a. .vagina or sheath 
for the reception of the excitory organ of the male. 
Exclaim (ekskl^Tn), v. Also 6-7 exclame, 
-aime. [ad. F. exclamer , ad. "L.excldmare to call 
out, f. ex- out + clamare to call, shout] 

1 . intr. To cry out suddenly and vehemently; 
to cry out from pain, anger, delight, surprise, etc. 
Rarely with out. 

1570 Levins Manip. 18 To F.xclame, exclamare. 1591 
Shaks. 1 Hen. VI, iv. L 83 Say Gentlemen, what makes you 
thus exclaimed 1667 Milton P. L. x. 416 On either side 
Disparted Chaos over built exclaimed. 1768 Sterne Sent. 
Journ The Bidet, Grant me but decent words to exclaim 
in. 1845 Darwin in Life <3* Lett. (1887) 1 . 342, I assure you 
the contrast made me exclaim out. 

b. with quoted words, either in direct or indirect 
speech. 

1391 Shaks. x Hen. VI, 1. i. 125 The French exdaym’d, 
the Deuill was in Armes. 1630 R. Johnson's Kingd. 
Commit). 31 1 Exclaiming that the tyranny of the Nobilitie 
had inforced them to this action. 1709 Pope Ess. Crit . 279 
*Whatl leave the Combat out?* exclaims the Knight. 
*781 Cowper Hope 437 * Spoke like an oracle they all ex- 
daim. 18*8 Scott F, M. Perth xxi, * By Saint Andrew, 
Robin 1 exclaimed his father, * thou art like a screech-owl *. 
*858 F roude H ist. Eng. III. xiv. 191 The people exclaimed 
that they were betrayed by the gentlemen. 

2 . a. To exclaim against : to cry out loudly 
and suddenly against, accuse loudly, blame (per- 
sons, their actions and attributes) ; to make an 
outcry against, protest against, rail at (a thing). 
Also with indirect passive, arch. 

*S93 Shaks. Liter. 757 Here she exclaims against repose 
and rest. 1652 Needham tr. Selden’s Mare CL 338 The In- 
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habitants did indeed exclaim, .against this kind of Jurisdic- 
tion. 1658 Mem. Reign Jas. I, 25 None ever exclaimed 
more against that Prince then usually he did. 1724 T. Bur- 
net Life Bp. Burnet in Own Time I. 59 In his charges to 
the Clergy he exclaimed against the pluralities. 1726 Chet- 
wood Adv. Capt. R. Boyle 35, I began to exclaim against 
him in a friendly manner. 1734 tr. Rollin' s Anc. Hist. V. 
xn. 158 Sparta, . was already much exclaimed against for the 
treaty of Antalcidas. 2860 Sat, Rev. IX. 9/2 Satisfied with 
exclaiming against the inconsistencies which he detected in 
the conduct of remarkable persons. 

b. To exclaim at, on, tipon : in same sense ; also, 
(quots, 1589, 1818), to apostrophize, arch. 

2583 Babington Commandm. x. (1637)98 So as I may not 
be. .exclaimed upon justly in the world. 1589 Puttenham 
Eng. Poesie hi. xix. (Arb.) 245 We do sodainly flye out and 
either speake or exdaime.at some other person or thing, .as 
a louer to his vnkind mistresse. 2633 Ford Love's Sacr. 
111. i, I will exclaim to the world on thee, and beg justice of 
theduke himself. 1709 Strype Arm. Ref. I xxxvii. 4241'hese 
men. .sometimes he makes sport with, .and sometimes de- 
claimes and exclaimes upon them. 2822 Lamb Elia, Christ's 
Hospital, How I would wake weeping, and in the anguish 
of my heart exclaim upon sweet Caine in Wiltshire ! 1823 

Southey Hist. Penins. War I. 184 He exclaimed on the 
horrid treatment they were giving him. 

t c. To exclaim of: to complain loudly of. 

1578 T. N. tr. Conq. W. India 116 They came . . exclaim- 
ing of the Captains of the power of Tlaxcallan, who had 
bounde them. 1624 Capt. Smith Virginia (1629) 39 [Some 
bad natures] exclaime of all things. 

f 3 . trans. To express by exclamation. With 
compl. ohj. To proclaim loudly. Obs. rare. 

c 1592 Marlowe Massac. Paris m. ii. Wks. (Rtldg.) 242/1, 

I curse thee, and exclaim thee, miscreant. 1782 Fashionable 
Follies II. 75 The beautiful creature exclaimed thus her 
abhorrence of inconstancy. 

Hence Exclarmear, one who exclaims or cries out 
with sudden vehemence. Exclai^ming' vbl. sb. f 
the action of the vb. Exclaim ; an outcry. Ex- 
clarming* ppl. a., that exclaims. 

1689 Locke Toleration 27 The Opposers of Errors, the 
Exclaim ers against Schism. 2809-10 Coleridge Friend 
(ed. 3) III. 225 The exclaimer relates half a dozen similar in- 
stances. 1872 Dasent Three to One I. 3 Some one exclaims 
* regular old fogies*. Let us reason with this exclaimer. 
1585 Abp. Sandys Serm. (1841) 226 The exclaiming of the 
people hath many times as much cause as had the harlot’s 
complaint made unto Solomon. 1688 R. L’Estrange Brief 
Hist. Times in. 202 They^ both brake out in Violent £x- 
claymings, Lord ! "What will become of us 1 1742 Richard- 
son Pamela III. t 88 Our intermingling Exclaimings and 
Observations, 2877 Daily News 1 Nov. 6/1 There was a 
questioning and exclaiming that I refrain from repeating. 
1580 Sidney Arcadia (1622) 2x6 The happy dwellers of 
these vallies Haue prayed me leaue my straung exclaiming 
musike. 2633 T. Stafford Pax, Hib. iii. ( 2821) 259 The 
exclayming mouths of these discontented people. 
Exclaim (ekskl^'m), sb. rare. ‘Now disused* 
(JO* P* P rec - v b.] Exclamation, outcry. 

c 1489 Caxton Blanchardyn 213 With these or the like 
exclaimes. 1586 J. Hooker Girald. Irel. in Holinshedll. 

1 50/1 He thought by waie of exclames to aggrauat his owne 
case. 1633 Cast lie Whore 1 . i, in Bullen O. PL IV, Intending 
by exclaimes to raise the Court. 1812 W. Tennant A nster 
F. v. ii, It needed not that with a third exclaim King James’s 
trumpeter aloud should cry. 1840 Browning Sordello in. 344 
Thus I bring Sordello to the rapturous Exclaim at the 
crowd’s cry. 

Exclamation (eksklam^-Jsn). Forms : 4-6 
exelamacioun, 5-6 -cion, -cyon, 6 -tioun, -tyon, 
6 - -tion. [a. Fr. exclamation , ad. L, exclamation - 
em, n. of action f. exclamare : see Exclaim v.] 

1 . The action of exclaiming or crying out ; the 
loud articulate expression of pain, anger, surprise, 
etc. ; clamour, vociferation. Also, an instance of 
this, an outcry ; an emphatic or vehement speech 
or sentence. 

2382 Wyclif Mark Pro!., He ordeynynge in the vois of a 
prophetis exelamacioun, schewith the ordre of dekenis 
eleccioun. 2494 Fabyan Chron. vi. ccvii. 220 Therfore the 
mydwyfemadean exclamacyon, and sayde, this childe shall 
be a kynge. 1533 More Apol. viii. Wks. 860/1 Tyndall., 
aunswereth me wyth an hedious exclamacion, and crieng 
oute vppon my fleshelynesse and foly. 1568 Grafton Chron . 
It. 72 At these wordes one of them burst out in exclamation. 
2637 Stirling Doomes-day 10 th hour st. lvi. in Chalmers 
V. 392 Huge exclamations burst abruptly out. 1719 De Foe 
Crusoe I. vi. 206 What my Tongue might express., 
was rather Exclamation, such as, Lord ! what a miserable 
Creature am I. 2828 Scott F. M. Perth xix, The. .cries and 
exclamations of a woman., screaming. .‘Oh, my husband! 
— my husband’. 1850 Mrs. Stowe Uncle Tom's C. vii. 
Always making these exclamations in some, .rough part of 
the road. 1873 Black Pr. 7'hule(i8jgi 24 They were startled 
by an exclamation from I ngran. 

2 . The action of loudly complaining or protest- 
ing; a loud complaint or protest; a derogatory 
outcry; a ‘vociferous reproach’ (J.). Const. 
against , fof f on, and in phrases To f infer, make 
exclamation against, f upon. arch. 

2430 Lydg. Chron. Troy hi. xxii. Well maye I make an 
exclamacion Of ignorau npe. 1494 F a byan Chron. vi. clxxxii. 
180 Charlys herynge this exclamacion of his subget tes 
was right, .heuy in his herte. 2513 Douglas Mneis, Ex- 
clamacion (1720) 485 Ane Exelamacioun Aganis detrac- 
touris. 1530 Calls to 4- Me lib. in Hazl. Dodsley I. 54 Oh, 
his lamentations and exclamations on fortune, a 2333 Ld. 
Berners Gold. Bk. M. Aurel. (1546) O ij b, The myser- 
able person . . maketh exclamacion vpon the rightwise 
goddes. # 1576 Fleming Panopl. Epist. 425 Inferring an 
exclamation and outcrie, against the croked . . condition of 
this life. 2613 Shaks. Hen. VIII, u ii. 52 These exactions 


. . They say. . are deuis’d by you, or else you suffer Too hard 
an exclamation. 1722 De Foe Plague (2840) 34, I might 
spend a great deal of my time in exclamations against the 
follies., of those things. 2777 Priestley Disc. Philos. 
Necess. iii. 24 What exclamation and abuse must he not 
expect? 2822 SCOTT Nevilw. xi, Dame Crank .. began a 
horrible exclamation against Jack Hostler. 

f 3 . Formal declaration ; proclamation. Const 
of. Obs. Cf. Exclaim v. 3. 

2603MARSTON Antonio's Rev. 11. v, He stand amaz’d, And 
fall in exclamations of thy vertues. 1631 T. Powell Torn 
All Trades xyz Many Patrons are content to present, .upon 
. .due exclamation of the integrity of the life of such suitors. 

4 . a. Phet. = Ecphonesis or Epiphonema. b. 
Gram. = Interjection, e. Note, point of exclam- 
ation, also (U. S.) Exclamation-mark or point : 
s= Note of admiration : see Admiration 4. 
a- 155a FIuloet, Exclamation, epiphonema. 1589 Put- 
tenham Eng. Poesie in. xix. (Arb.) 221 The figure of ex- 
clamation [ marg . Ecphonisis or the Outcry], 1706 Phillips 
( ed. Kersey!, Exclamation . . a Figure in Rnetorick; as 
Now I speak to thee O Africanus, 
b. 2862 H. Spencer First Princ . u. xv. § 123 (2875) 347 
The lowest form of language is the exclamation, by which 
an entire idea is vaguely conveyed through a single sound. 

q. 1637 J. Smith My si. Rhct. 271 A note of Exclamation 
or Admiration, [thus noted [ 1733 Johnson, Exclamation 
..a note by which a pathetical sentence is marked thus l 
2824 L. Murray Eng. Grant, (ed. 51 I. 408 A sentence, in 
which any wonder or admiration is expressed, .may be. . 
terminated by a note of exclamation. 2864 W’ebster, Ex. 
damnation, A sign by which emphatical utterance or outcry 
is marked ; thus [!];— called also exclamation point, 
f d. Music. (See quot.) Obs. 

2674 Playford Skill Mns. i. xi. 43 Exclamation properly 
is no other thing but the slacking of the Voice to re- inforce 
it somewhat more. 

Exclamative (eksklee-mativ), a. rare. [f. L. 
excldmdt- ppl. stem of excldmdre (see Exclaim v.) 
+ -ive. Cf. mod.F. exclamaiif ] Containing or 
expressing exclamation ; exclamatory, 

1730-6 Bailey (folio 1 , Exclamative, of or pertaining to ex- 
clamation. 1773 in Ash. 2838 Fraser's Mag. XVIII. 471 
Renowned O 1 Y ? (thou exclamative— interrogation). 

Hence Excla'matively adv., with, exclamation, 
exelamatorily. 

2836 in Smart. 2860 in Worcester ; and in mod. Diets. 
Exclamatory (eksklse-matari), a. [f. L. ex- 
cldmdt- ppl. stem of exclamare + -ory.] 

1 . That exclaims or cries out loudly ; that utters 
exclamations. Of a feeling, etc. : That vents itself 
in exclamation ; noisy, outspoken. 

1593 Nashe Christ’s T. 22 b, Wold God there were no 
other exclamatory crime then this to be obiected against 
thee, a 1632 Donne Serm. lxiii. (2640) 635 Whom afflictions 
supple and mollifie no farther but to an intemperate . . 
and exclamatory Sorrow. 1753 Johnson, Exclamatory , 
practising exclamation, 2803 W. Taylor in Ann. Rev. I. 
400 The exclamatory vehemence and contagious zeal of his 
manner. 1883 Stevenson Treasure 1 st, 1. vi. (1886) 48 You 
are so . . hot-neaded and exclamatory that I cannot get a 
word in. 

2 . Of or pertaining to exclamation ; of the nature 
of or resembling an exclamation ; containing, ex- 
pressing, or marking an exclamation. 

a 1716 South Serm. IV. vii. 346 Those exclamatory 
words of St. Paul.. How unsearchable are his judgements. 
1727 Art Speaking in Public (ed. 2) 229 To pronounce those 
exclamatory Expressions without either Grace or Exclama- 
tion. 1767 Sterne Tr, Shandy ( i8o 2)IX. xxxiii. 283 Beginning 
the sentence with an exclamatory whistle. 1824 L. Murray 
Eng. Gram. (ed. 5) 1. 408 ( heading of§) Of the Exclamatory 
point (!). 1866 Geo. Eliot F. Holt I. Introd. (1866; 2 The 

tube-journey, .is as barren as an exclamatory O ! 

Hence Sxcla'matorily adv., in an exclamatory 
manner. 

1836 in Smart Walker's Did. 1863 Not an Angel I. 41 
* My darling 1 * exclamatorily, ‘ What do you want x ' ‘ My 
darling?' interrogatively. 

Exclude (ekskl£-d\ v. Also 5-6 exclud, 
5 P a ‘ Ppte' exclud, 6 Sc. excluid. [ad. L. exclu- 
der e to shut out, f. ex- out + claudhe to shut.] 

I. To bar or keep out (what is already outside). 
1 . trans. To shut out (persons, living things), 
hinder from entering (a place, enclosure, society, 
etc.)/ Const, from, + out of, and f with double 
obj. by omission of from. 

c 2440 York Myst. xv. 32 The force of the feende to felle in 
sighte, And all his pouer excluded shulde be. c 1465 Eng. 
Chron. (Camden) 10 Thi childryn shall be disheritid, and 
excludid fro the parlement . .for evirmore. 1526 Pilgr. Perf. 
(W. de W. 1531) 7 b, Therby all menkynde was vtterly lost 
and excluded out of paradyse. 1633 Pagitt Christianogr. 
(16461 1. 132 Far be it from us to believe that all these 
Christians are excluded heaven. 1670 R. Coke Disc. 
Trade 71 Plato, .excluded every one his School who was 
ignorant in Geometry. 1697 Drydev Virg. Georg, n. 512 
Exclude th' incroaching Cattle from thy Ground. 1708 J. 
Chamberlayne St. Gt. Brit. 11. 1. ii. (1743) 329 The first 
occasion of building the Roman Wall was. .to exclude the 
Scotish Highlanders. *722 Sewel Hist. Quakers (1795) !. 
n. 144 Out of God’s kingdom you are excluded. 1870 
Yeats Nat. Hist, Comm, 270 Nobody was excluded who 
laid down his penny at the bar. 2879 Lubbock Set. Led. 
iii. 96 We. .find in flowers various modes . . of excluding ants. 

b. To shut out, prevent the entrance of (noise, 
air, light, etc,). 

1598 Barret Theor. Warres iv. ii. 105 All rumour and 
lowd noises are to be excluded. 1664 Evelyn Kal. Hort. 
(1729) 190 When Branches are so thick, .that they, .exclude 
the sun and air. 1704 Pope Windsor For. 18 Waving 
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groves . . part admit, and part exclude the day, 1885 Law 
Times LXX1X. 366/2 Hoods will also be fitted over the tops 
of the doors so as to further exclude the draught. 

2. With an immaterial thing as obj. : To shut 
out, give no place to ; to prevent the existence, 
occurrence, or use of. Const, from , and with 
double obj. 

138a Wyclif Rom. 1st Pro]., Lest happili hate of the 
prelatis name, shulde exclude the profit of the lessoun. 1393 
Gower Con/. III. 36 6 None arte. .Through which it might! 
ben excluded, That he ne was fully concluded To love. 
X4S0™iS3 o Myrr. our Ladye 59 lesu cryst wyllyng that all 
suche songe shulde be excluded from thys order. 1545 
Joye Exp. Dan. xii. 220 Wherfore our faithe stayed vpon 
god. .excludeth al maner a doute. 1604 Rowlands Looks 
to it 44 Eate, drinke, be merry . . Exclude all Pittie, Con- 
science, and Remorce. 1729 Butler Semi. Wks. 1874 II. 
50 Itts impossible that this subject should be wholly excluded 
conversation. 1794 Mrs. Radcliffe Myst Udolpho v, 
Sometimes the thick foliage excluded all viewof the country. 
1841-44 Emerson Ess., Poet Wks. (Bohn) I. 160 The voca- 
bulary of an omniscient man would embrace words and 
images excluded from polite conversation. 

b. To shut out or reject from consideration, 
notice, or use. 

1594 Hooker Eccl. Pol n. v. (1611) 63 And so exclude the 
rest of the Scripture. _ 1612 Brinsley Lud. Lit Addr. to 
Rdr. 10 Not . . excluding the better way when it is found. 
1632 J. Hayward tr. Biondis Eromena 148 The world., 
excludes those things for which it can give no reason. 

e. Not to admit of, to leave no room for, be 
incompatible with, the presence of (a material or 
immaterial object). Also f To exclude out. 

1625 Bp. Mount agu App. Caesar. 104 The freedome of 
will doth not exclude out God's prerogative royall. 1690 
Locke Hum. Und. 11. iv, A solid substance, .excludes all 
other solid substances. # 1736 Butler Anal. 1. vi. Wks. 
3874 I. 112 This Necessity does not exclude deliberation. 
*77* Junius Lett. lxi. 318 He is fond of introducing any 
law that contradicts or excludes the common law of England. 
287 s Jowett Plato (ed. 2) I. 407 The number three excludes 
the number four. 1884 H. Spencer in 1 <%tk Cent. XV. 7 
Absolute indifference excludes the conception of will. 

3. To shut off, debar from ; to preclude, prohibit. 
+ Formerly const, of; also to with inf 

%4Q$Act 11 Hen. VII, c. 40. Preamb., The same Erie is 
excluded to have or enjoye the seid Manoris. a 1533 Ld. 
Berners Gold. Bk. M. Aurel. (1539) Prol. ad fin., Euery 
wyse man. . wyll not saye that I am the principall auctour of 
this warke, nor yet , . exclude me clene from it. 1538 
Starkey England 1. ii. 34 Pie ys therby excludyd also from 
the vse and vtward exercyse almost of al vertue, 1574 
tr. Littleton's Tenures 52 a, Theye bee excluded duringe 
their lyves to defete the particion. a 1626 Bacon Max. 
«§• Uses Com. Law ii. 7 These were to exclude him utterly 
of his right. 1659 B. Harris Parma ! s Iron Age 103 
Francis of Vaudemont being next heir by the said [i. e. 
Salic] Law, which excludes Females. 1667 Milton P. L. 
hi. 202 And none but such from mercy I exclude. X737 
Whiston Josephus' Hist. iv. vii. § 4 Placidus’s concern was 
to exclude them . . from getting into the village. 1759 Robert- 
son -Hist Scot I. hi. 169 They laboured to exclude the 
English from the treaty of Chateau en Cambresis. 1856 
Kane A ret. Expl. II. ii. 29 Here, completely excluded from 
the knowledge of things without. 
f b. with double obj. Oh. 

1692 Locke Toleration iii. Wks. 1727 II. 333 Excluding 
them the ordinary and probable Means of Conversion. 
a 2718 Penn Tracts Wks 1726 I. 547 Professors of Chris- 
tianity, that exclude both such Men, and such Knowledge 
the Kingdom of God. 

4. To leave out, omit purposely, except (from 
a category, list, the scope of a proposition or en- 
actment/etc.) ; ‘not to comprehend in any grant 
or privilege ’ ( J.) . Const, from, f out of; also simply. 

■ex 400 Pun/. Marie in Tundale's Vis. (1843) 129 Thys 
meyde. .Excluded was for condycion. 1689 C. Hatton in 
Hatton Corr. (1878) II. 131 Y* author, .is threaten'd by S r . 
Robt, to be excluded out of y d Act of indemnity. 1707 
Curios, in Husk fyGard. 118 Having excluded them from 
the Society of Men, he places them among. .Beasts. 2724 
[see 5]. 3755 in Johnson. 

+ b. To let off, relieve, exempt (a person) from 
(an obligation). Ohs. rare. 

1632 J. Hayward tr. Biondis Eromena. 83 Excluded and 
exempted from the debt which others owe by the common 
law of nature. 

e. Of a word, term, proposition, etc. : To shut 
out of or not to include in its scope, application, 
or meaning. 

1532 More Con/ut. T’mdale Wks. 384/1 If saint James 
sayd that god had begotten vs by his goodnes, do these 
wordes exclude al the meanes that hys goodnesse vsed 
toward it. 1659 Pearson Creed (1839) 234 When we say 
the conception of our Saviour was wrought by the operation 
of the Spirit, .observe. What is excluded by that attribution 
to the Spirit. 1862 H. Spencer First Princ. 1. iv. § 26.(1875). 
87 Excluding as they [these propositions] do an all-important 
fact. 3882 J. Seeley Nat. Relig. 1. iv. (1891) 85 Nature., 
excludes the whole domain of human feeling. 

5. The pr. pple. used absol. 

a. == ‘ To the exclusion of. f b. ■* Excepting. 
2660 R. Coke Power ty SuM. jp Whatsoever the son does 
acquire, it is his own, excluding his Father. 2724 R. 
Falconer Voy., A dv. $ Escapes (1769) 273 A Court Marshall 
• .found them guilty of Cowardice, excluding Constable. 
II. In pregnant sense ; to expel and shut out. 

6 . To put out (of a room, a society, a possession, 
etc.), to banish, expel. Const, foul of from; 
also with double object and simply. 

1388 Wyclif Num. xii. 15 So Marie was excludid [1382 
putte] out of the tentis. a 1400-50 Alexander 2842 In 


pacience possede at he migt Than] Be excludit {Dublin MS. 
exclud] out of his erd. 1531 Elyot Gov. 11, xii. II. 154 They 
excluded him out of their counsay le. 1604 In Eng. Gilds 
(1870! 435 If any man be lawfully seazed . .of any tenement 
. .he shall never be excluded, .but by the kings writ. 1667 
Marvell Corr. lxxix. Wks. 1872-5 II. 224 They voted that 
he be excluded the House. 2777 Robertson Hist. Amer. 
I. in. 229 As Las Casas excepted against the members of the 
council of the Indies, all of them were excluded. 1850 
Prescott Peru II. 133 They then caused the women to be 
excluded from the church. 

7. a. After L. excluders ova. To draw, put or 
thrust forth from (a receptacle); to hatch (chickens, 
etc.) ; also Jig. ; to give birth to (young), to 
lay (eggs). Also fof the midwife: To extract. 
Const, from, out of. 

cx 400 Lan/ranc's Cirurg. 117 If that ony lung of corrump- 
cioun abide be place schal be opened wi|> an instrument, & 
so schal be quyttur be excludid. ^ 1603 Holland Plutarch's 
Mor. 53 To rid and exclude the winde and aire out of leather 
bagges or bladders. xSxo Guillim Heraldry hi. xvii. {2660) 
208^ Spiders.. are no sooner hatched and excluded out of 
their egs, but forthwith they practise to make webs. 1646 
Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. led. 2) 151 A Cock will , .fertili- 
tate the whole ... cluster of egges, which are not excluded in 
many weeks after. 2684 tr. Bonet's Merc. Compit 1. 2 The 
next day she excluded the Foetus that was four months old. 
X713 Derham Phys. Theol. vii. iv. 393 The Eggs of the Os- 
trich., are cherished only by the heat of the Sun till the 
Young be excluded. 1721 Bradley Wks. Nat 59 The"., 
male [fish] covers it [the egg] with a prolifiek Juice as soon 
as it is excluded from the Body of the Female. 1754-64 
Smellie Midwif I. Introd. 8 He describes the method of 
excluding the Foetus. 1851 Darwin Cindpedia I. 10 In 
some cases., the larvae, when first excluded from the egg, 
have not an eye. 

f b. To discharge, void. Oh. 

1677 Plot Ox/ordsh. 196 Who out of the corners of her 
eyes excluded a sort of congealed matter. 

Excluded (eksklzrded), ppl. a. ff. prec. + 
-ED l.J In senses of the verb. Also absol. 

1672 in Essex Papers (1890) I. 27, I lately believd . . that 
they would of themselves nave readmitted their excluded 
Alderman. 17x7 Lady M. W. Montague Lett II. xliv. 24 
It is easy to see in her manner, that she has lived excluded 
from the world. 2860 Mill Repr. Govt. (1865^ 22/2 The 
interest of the excluded is always in danger of being over- 
looked. 1879 Green Read. Eng. Hist. xvii. 83 The ex- 
cluded monks. 

b. Excluded middle , third : (see qnots.) 

1837-8 Sir W. Hamilton Logic (i860) I. 83 The principle 
of Excluded Third or Middle— -viz. between two contradic- 
tories — enounces that condition of thought, which compels 
us, of two repugnant notions, which cannot both coexist, 
to think either the one or the other as existing. 1840 Abp. 
Thomson Laws Th. 295. 1884 tr. Lotze's Logic 10 Every 

physical enquiry employs the logical principles of Identity 
and Excluded Middle for the attainment of its results. 

t Exclirdent, Oh. [ad. L. excludent-em, pr. 
pple. of excludere : see Exclude.] * Excluder b. 

1670 Conclave wherein Clement VIII was elected Pope 9 
It is now in your power.. to make unto yourself and the 
rest of the Excludents an immortal Friend of Santa Seve- 
rina. [See also Excluding ppl. a.} 

Excluder (ekskhrdai). [f. Exclude + -erL] 
One who or that which excludes or shuts out. 

b. spec. One who attempts to exclude a candi- 
date from office by voting against him ; esp. one 
who voted for the Exclusion Bill (Exclusion i b). 

1670 G. H. Hist. Cardinals hi, 11. 276 They left no stone 
unturned, that might mollifie the excluders, and prevail 
with them to give their votes for Montalto. 1685 Addr. 
Middlesex Just. 0/ Peace in Lond. Gaz. No. 2010/4 The 
race of Regicides and Excluders (who Murthered the Royal 
Martyr your Father). 1848 Macaulay Hist. Eng. I. 476 
The grand jury of Suffolk expressed a hope that the parlia- 
ment would proscribe all the excluders. 

Excluding 1 (ekskl£*dirj), vbl. sb. [f. as prec. 
+ -ingL] The action of the vb. Exclude. 

1581 J. Bell H addon's Answ. Osor. 505b, The life and 
the health of the body is nothing els, but an excluding of 
death and Sickenesse. 1657-8 Burton 's Diary (1828) II. 428 
The excluding of the old peerage, which have right and are 
a considerable party. 1602 Stillingfl. Orig-. Sacr. hl ii. 
§ 18 We need not fear, .the excluding of a Deity from being 
the prime efficient cause of the world. 

Excltrding, ppi a. [f. asprec. + -iNG 2 .] That 
excludes or shuts out ; exclusive. 

1670 G. H, Hist. Cardinals in. hi, 329 If the Head of the 
including Faction, offers the Head of the Excluding Party, 
to assist him , . in the Election of one of the Excludents, let 
him alwayes be suspicious. 1836 E. Howard R. Reefer vi, 
A sect of. .Methodists, more dismal and more excluding. 

Hence 

a 164.x Bp. Mountagu Acts# Mon. (1642) 30 Who out 
of that respect are all of them, not excludingly, any one of 
them, styled, The Lords Anointed, 
f Exclu*se f , h Oh. rare— K [f. L. exclus- ppl. 
stem of excludere. ] tram. — Exclude. 

35x3 Hen. VIII in Tytler Hist Scot (1864) II. 288 note , 
The King of Navarre being exclused from his realme for the 
assistance given to the French King. 

t Excltrse, pa» pple . Obs. rare— 1 , [ad. L. ex- 
clusus, pa, pple. of excludere : see Exclude.] Ex- 
eluded ; shut out. 

c 1420 Pallad. on Hush. xii. 278 Thai [chestnut trees] not 
refuse, .clyves therhumoure is not excluse. 

+ Exclxrsible, a. Obs. rare— 1 , [f. L. exclus- 
(she Excluse v.) + -ible.] That may be or should 
be excluded. : , V) - t : 

1650-3 tr. Hales’ Dissert, de Pace in Phenix 1708 II. 371 
Neither seem they exclusible from Heaven, who, etc. 


Exclusion, (ekskl/r^on). [ad. L. exclusion-em, 
n. of action f. excludere: see Exclude.] The 
action of excluding in various senses. 

1. Shutting from a place, a society, etc., debar- 
ring from privilege, omitting from a category, 
from consideration, etc. ; an instance of the same. 

26x4 Raleigh Hist World 1. 80 The most high God is 
also an infinite God, not onely by exclusion of place, but by 
the dignity of nature. ^ 2622 Bacon Hen. VI J , Wks. (1857) 
372 To have the disposing of the marriage of Britain with 
an exception and exclusion, that he should not marry her 
himself. 2626 — Sylva § 318 All exclusion of open Air . . 
maintaineth the Body in his first freshness. 1667 Milton 
P. L. m. 525 To dare The Fiend . .or aggravate His sad ex- 
clusion from the dores of Bliss. 2670 G. H. Hist. Cardinals 
iii. ii. 276 There were 32 Cardinals in the Conclave for the 
Election of that person, and twenty for his Exclusion. 1690 
Locke Hum. Und , 11, iv, Solidity consists in repletion, and 
so an utter exclusion of other bodies out of the space it pos- 
sesses. 2698 Ludlow Mem. (1751) 1 . 14 An Act for the ex- 
clusion of the Bishops out of the House of Lords.^ <*1731 
Atterbury Sertn. on Matt xxvil. 25 (Seager) Their exclu- 
sion from offices and honours. 1791 Burke App. Whigs 
Wks. VI. no, I cannot be of opinion, that by his [Burke’s] 
exclusion they have had any loss at all. 1826 Scott Woods t 
viii, Cromwell was wont to invest his meaning, .in such a 
mist of words, surrounding it with so many exclusions and 
exceptions. 1832 Austin Jurispr. (1879) II. xlix. 832 That 
[mode of property], .which implies the largest power of user 
and exclusion. 2863 H. Cox Inst it hi. iii. 619 The. .exclu- 
sion of the female line, .from succession to fiefs in England. 

b. Phrases, + In exclusion of to ; to the exclu- 
sion of 

1692 T. H[ale] Acc. New Invent 87 Establishing this 
Method of sheathing, in Exclusion to all that had been till 
then used in the Navy, 2726 Addison Freeholder No. 5 
To the Exclusion of all common Humanity to Strangers. 
2774 Sir J. Reynolds Disc. v. (1876) 391, I take this study 
in aid and not in exclusion of the other. 1865 Dickens 
Mut. Fr. I. 15 He spoke in the singular number to the 
express exclusion of Eugene. 1872 B, Stewart Heat § 216 
Two vessels entirely filled with water and vapour of water 
to the exclusion of air or any other gas. 

c. Bill of exclusion , Exclusion Bill : a bill 
brought before parliament in the reign of Charles II 
( 1679 ) for excluding or preventing James, Duke 
of York, the king’s brother/from succeeding to 
the crown, on the ground of his being a Roman 
Catholic. So Exclusion Parliament. 

2700 Luttrell Brie/ Rel. (1857) IV. 667 Sir William Wil- 
liams, speaker of the exclusion parliaments in the reign of 
King Charles the 2d, is dead. 1729 J. Bramston Art 0/ 
Politics 15 When the Exclusion-Bill was in suspense. 2827 
Hallam Const Hist (2876) II. xii. 432 The bill of exclusion 
•was drawn with as much regard to the inheritance of the 
duke of York’s daughter as they could reasonably demand. 
1872 J. S. Brewer Stuarts in Eng. Stud. (188D 297 Halifax 
had spoken with great energy against the Exclusion Bill. 

2. Method or process of Exclusion (s) : the pro- 
cess of discovering the cause of a phenomenon, or 
the solution of a problem, by successively disprov- 
ing all but one of the conceivable hypotheses. In 
Mathematics, applied to a method, now obsolete, 
devised by Frenicle c 1666 for solving problems in 
the Theory of Numbers. 

3. The action of pntting or thrusting forth from 
any receptacle ; of laying (eggs), hatching (chick- 
ens), bringing forth (a foetus). J'Also concr. that 
which is excluded. 

1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. nt. vi 1x7 That the. .time 
of the Beares gestation, .lasting hut a fewdayes. .the exclu- 
sion becomes precipitous . .There may. .from this narrow 
time of gestation ensue a minority or smalnesse in the ex- 
clusion. 2692 Bentley Boyle Led. 245 The strange sagacity 
of little insects in choosing fit places for the exclusion of 
their eggs. 1748 Hartley Observ. Man. 1. ii. 276 The 
Exclusion of the Foetus, 2836 Todd CycL Anat.t. 629/2 
The larva of the Newt, .a few days after its exclusion from 
the egg. 

f 4. The action of discharging (excrement). Also 
concr. matter excluded, excrement Obs. 

2646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep, m. iii 210 The salt and 
lixiviated serosity . . hath hut a single descent, by the guts, 
with the exclusions of the belly. 1664 Power Exp. Philos, 
1. 10 The excrements in the Louse, there reposited just before 
exclusion, v' 

Exclusionary (eksklw^onari), a. [f. prec, + 
-aey 1 .] Of or pertaining to exclusion ; character- 
ized by^ exclusion. ; 

2827 Bentham Pari. Re/ Catech. p. cliv, Note well the 
persons to whom, in this instance, the exclusionary force is 
in an immediate way applied. 2849 W. M. Best Law 
Evzd. (1870) 32 Some of these rules are of an exclusionary 
nature, and reject as legal evidence facts in themselves en- 
titled t® consideration. 

Exclu’sioner. Obs. exc. Hist. [f. as prec. + 
-IB 1 .] One who upholds exclusion; spec, a sup- 
porter of the € Exclusion Bill * (see Exclusion i b). 

1685 Lond. Gas. No. 2019/3 Other Disaffected Exclu- 
sioners. a 1734 North Exam. n. v. (274°) 322 How ram- 
pant these Procurators of Power, the Exclusxoners, were 
under such Circumstances. . 1772 Goldsm. Hist. Eng. 111. 
439 The court.. were willing to draw up a libel, which 
should be imputed to the exclusioners, and thus render 
them hateful to the people. 

Exclusioxxism (ekskl^oniz’m). [f. as prec. 
+ -ism.] The character, manner, or principles of 
an exclusionist ; exclusivism. 

2846 ^Worcester cites Chr. Observer. 2864 in Webster ; 
hence in later Diets, 
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ExcToLsionist (eks,kl«*33nist). [f. as prec. + 
-1ST.] One who favours exclusion ; one who 
would exclude another from some privilege. 

2822 Hazlitt Tabled., On Reading- New Rks . (1852) 22 
And those who claim it for themselves or others are exclu- 
sionists in literature. 1825 New Monthly Mag. XVI. 372, 
I am not . . an exclusionist in matters of society. 1841-4 
Emerson Ess. k C ompensation Wks. (Bohn) 1. 47 The exclu- 
sionist in religion does not see that he shuts the door of 
heaven on himself in striving to shut out others. 

attrib. i860 Sat. Rev. IX. 7/1 How. .could any Minister 
attempt to remove the relics of the exclusionist system 2 

h. Eng. Mist. A supporter of the Exclusion 
Bill : see Exclusion i b. 

2756 Hume Hist. Eng. (1854) VI. Ixvui. 329 The reasoning 
of the exclusionists appeared the more convincing. 1848 
Macaulay Hist. Eng. I. 256 Opponents of the court were 
called Birminghams, petitioners and exclusionists. 

Exclusive (ekskl/rsiv), a. and sb. [ad. med. 
L. exclusiv-us , f. exdus - ppl. stem of excluders to 
Exclude ; see -ive. Cf. F. exclusif, -ive.] 

A. adj. 

I. That excludes. 

1 . Having the power or the function of excluding, 
rare. Exclusive voice : right of veto. 

1570 Levins Manip. 153 Exclusiue, exclusiuus . 1667 
Milton P. L, viii. 625 We. . obstacle find none Of membrane, 
joynt, or limb, exclusive barrs, 1682 Tate Abs. 4 " A rehit. 
h, 254 Who with exclusive bills must now dispense, Debar 
the heir, or starve in his defence. 1706 Phillips (ed. Ker- 
sey) s.v., Soveraignshave an Exclusive Voice in the Election 
of Popes. 1754 Richardson Grandison V. xxxiv. 217 Your 
‘tutor', -your friend, your ‘Brother' (too clearly do I see 
the exclusive force of that last recognition l). 

1 2 . Excluding (some other) from participation. 
Const, of, to. Sometimes qmsi-adv. * * to the 
exclusion of\ Obs. 

1670 R. Coke Disc. Trade 66 The Dutch.. will drive the 
Trade of the World exclusive to the English. 1698 Locke 
Govt. 12$ One that. was, by Right of Nature, to Inherit all 
. . exclusive . . of his brethren, 1709 Strype Ann. Ref. I. 
xxxii. 370 By this sudden peace exclusive to the English, 
the Protestants were . . weakned. 

3 . Not admitting of the existence or presence of 
(something) ; unable to co-exist, incompatible. 
Exclusive concepts (Logic) : (see quot.) 

a 1716 Blackall Wks. (1723) I. 4 The lowest Degree [of 
eternal Life and Happinessl is exclusive of all Pain and 
Misery. 1796 Burke Regie. Peace i. Wks. VIII. 201 Various 
persons may concur in the same measure on various grounds. 
They may be various, without being contrary to, or exclu- 
sive of each other. 1864 Bowen Logic iv. 93 Exclusive Con- 
cepts— animal and vegetable , for instance— do not coincide 
in any part of their Extension. 

4 . Of a statement, enumeration, measurement, 
etc. : Excluding, not comprising (something). 
Const, of f to. Of an interval : Not including one 
or both of the specified terminal points. Opposed 
to inclusive. 

1649 Selden Laws Eng. 11. Pref. (1739) 3 Not one instance 
in all that Book is exclusive to the Commons. 1651 Baxter 
Inf. Eapt. (1656) 105 The word, ‘To such' is. .rather inclu- 
sive as to them, then exclusive. 

b. quasi-ot^y. (and adv.) So as to exclude ; ac- 
cording to the exclusive mode of computation. (In 
the earlier instances the word is perh. the Lat. adv. 
exclusive x cf. esp. quot 01626.) 

1515 in Pitcairn Crim. Trials I. *261 Era the xiiij day 
forsaid inclusiue, to xx day of be samyn exclusiue, [a 1626 
Bacon Jurisdict. Marches Wks. 1740 IV. 133 The distinc- 
tion of exclusive and inclusive is a distinction both in time 
and place.] 1679-88 Seer. Setv. Money Chas. <$* fas. (Cam- 
den) 90 From 25th Decemb. last exclusive, to 29th Feb'ry 
following incl. 1724 Swift Wks. (1778) III. 384 Nor do I 
know whether he reckons the dross exclusive or inclusive 
with his three hundred and sixty tons of copper. 2751 
Chambers Cycl., Exclusive . . is also used adverbially: as 
. . He sent him all the Gazettes, from No. 195 to No. 300 ex- 
clusive. 2860 Tyndall Glac. 1. iii. 24 The chalet, .contained 
four men exclusive of myself and my guide. 

In 18th and early 19th c. exclusive of is often 
Used where we should now say * irrespective of 5 , 
‘apart from (the question of) \ ‘not to speak of’. 

1762 Mrs. Sheridan Miss S. Bidulph (1767) V. 35, 1.. 
should (exclusive of any other reasons) have thought myself 
bound, etc. . 179a Eliz. Percy II, 101 He could not, ex- 
clusive of his moral character, escape the slur of villany. 
182s R- Ward Tremaine II. xii. 128, I think I should like 
to know her, exclusive of having lost nay way. 1827 Southey 
Bisf.Penins.Warll.6j6. 

II. Excluding all but what is specified. 

5 . Logic. Of propositions and particles : (see 
quots. 1864.) 

1581 J. Bell Haddon's Answ. Osor. iii Logicians., 
framyng a sounds and probable Argument from the propo- 
sition Exponent, to the Exclusive. *725 Watts Logic in. 
ii. § 4 Exclusive Propositions will form a complex Argument ; 
as, pious Myn are the only Favourites of Heaven. 1864 
Bowen Logic v. 135 The English Exclusive particles are, 
one, only, alone, exclusively, etc. Ibid. v. 145 Exclusive 
Propositions limit the Predicate to this one Subject, thereby 
excluding it from every other Subject. 

6. Of a monopoly or grant : Excluding all other 
persons from the rights conferred. Hence of a 
right, privilege, possession, quality, etc.: In which 
others have no share. Sc. Law : (see quot. 1861). 

1765 T. Hutchinson Hist. Prov. Mass, u 129 The 
French claim .. an exclusive fishery upon the sea-coast. 
*79 ° Burke Fr. Rev. 20 The king's exclusive, legal title. 
*810 Wellington in Gurw. Disp. V. 488 They must be under 
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the immediate and exclusive command of their own com- 
manding officer. 2844 H. H. Wilson Brit . India III. 477 
The right of exclusive trade with India, had been withdrawn 
from the Company. z86s W. Bell Diet. Law Scot. 354/1 
Exclusive Privilege . . is used in a limited acceptation to 
signify the rights and franchises of the nature of monopolies, 
formerly enjoyed by the incorporated trades of a royal burgh. 
2885 L’pool Daily Post 1 June 5/2 The Daily News, .has, 
by the accuracy of its exclusive information, made, etc. 

b. Exclusively confined to. rare. 

2804 J. Grahame Sabbath 450 Nor is regret exclusive to 
the old. 

7 . Of actions, sentiments, etc, : Strictly limited 
to the object or objects designated. Exclusive 
dealing : the practice of confining one’s custom 
to certain special tradesmen, esp, on political or 
ecclesiastical grounds. 

1836 Dickens Sk. Boz , Election for Beadle 46 A threat of 
exclusive dealing was clearly established against the vestry 
clerk. 1883 H. Spencer in Contemp. Rev. XLIII. 9 Ex- 
clusive devotion to work has the result that amusements 
cease to please. 

8. Employed or followed to the exclusion of 
everything else ; single, sole. 

1790 Burke Fr. Rev. Wks. V. 355 If. he had been made 
the exclusive channel. 1862 Sir B. Brodie Psychol. Inq. 
II. i. 5, 1 do not see why these should be the exclusive studies 
of our schools. 1865 Tylor Early Hist. Man. iv. 70 By no 
means the exclusive medium of thought. 1873 Mivart Elem. 
Anat. ii. 58 The main or exclusive locomotive organ. 

III. 9 . Of a corporate body, government, 
class of society, social circle, etc. : Disposed to 
resist the admission of outsiders to membership or 
to intimacy of association. Hence of persons as 
members of such associations, their temper or 
principles. 

1822 Hazlitt Tabled. Ser. 11. xvi. (1869) 312 The same 
exclusive and narrow-minded, spirit [as that of Dissenters]. 
1826 Disraeli Viv. G?‘ey ii. xiii. 62 Exclusive ! pooh ! trash ! 
talk to every body. 1847 Emerson Repr. Men , Montaigne 
Wks. (Bohn) I. 336 The literary class is usually proud and 
exclusive. 1857 Max Muller Chips (1880) I. x. 256 No re- 
ligion . . was more exclusive than that of the Brahmans. 
1870 E. Peacock Ralf Skirl, 1. 162 An oligarchic govern- 
ment, as exclusive as that of the worst days of the Venetian 
Republic. 1878 Bosw. Smith Carthage 179 The strange 
animals and rich minerals, .which had so enlarged the ideas 
..of the untravelled and exclusive Israelites. 

B. sb. 

1 . An exclusive proposition or particle. Cf. A. 5. 

1533 More Debell. Salem Wks. 943/1 This man hath a 
special insight in inclusiues & exclusiues, when he weneth 
y l in my words it wer included [etc.]. 1579 Bulke Beskins' 
Pari. 174 The scriptures that say Christ is in beauen, speake 
without exclusiues, or exceptiues. a 1655 Vines Lords 
Snpp. (167 7) 285, I will not now stand to prove the exclusive. 
1864 Bowen Logic v. 145 These [Exponibles] are divided 
into Exclusives, Exceptives and Restrictives. 

+ 2 . * exclusive voice (see A. 1 ; cf. It. exclusive!). 

1599 Sandys Europae Spec. (1632) 147 Whereby having the 
Exclusive as they terme it ; no Pope can be made but with 
his liking. 

3 . An exclusive person. Cf. A. 9. 

2825 R. Ward Tremaine II. ii. 24 She came out . . in full 
maturity of fastidiousness, a finished Exclusive. 1837 Lock- 
hart Scott (1839) VIII. 75 One by one, the other exclusives 
were seen engaged in a little tete-h-t£te with her Ladyship. 
1867 Lyd. Child Rom. Repub . xxiii. 283 She used to be the 
most fastidious of exclusives. 

Exclusively (eksklzrsivli), adv. [f. prec. + 

-LY*.] 

f 1 . In an exclusive sense ; by an exclusive mode 
of computation; with exclusion of the extreme 
points of a series. Obs. : cf. Exclusive A. 4 b. 

1 S97 Morley Introd. Mus. 70 In reckoning your distances 
. .you vnderstood mee exclusiuely, and I meant inclusiuely. 
2656 Cowley Davideis hi. (1669) up note, Some understand 
this gift exclusively, as to the Sword, Bow, and Girdle. 2661 
Boyle Spring of Air m. ix.Jx682) 74 All the Experiments 
from the 9 to the 17 exclusively our examiner leaving un- 
censured. 1679-88 Seer. Serv. Money Chas. fy J a $‘ (Cam- 
den) 246. Coin encing the 20th of September last exclusively, 
and ending the 24th Dec. instant inclusively. 1726 Ayliffe 
Par erg. 152 The first Part lasts from the Date of the Cita- 
tion to the . . Contestation of Suit, exclusively. 1805 East 
Reports V. 246 The word until, .is used indifferently either 
inclusively or exclusively. 

1 2 . To the exclusion of, without the participa- 
tion of, the persons or things designated. Const. 
of to. Obs. 

1650 Bp. Taylor Lib. Proph. App. to § 18 (1817) 409 [In 
baptism] when water is taken exclusively to the Spirit, it is 
very true that it is not water that cleanses the soul, a 1692 
Boyle (J.), To be esteemed, exclusively to all the rest, its 
inexistent elementary ingredients. 1725-6 Broome Notes 
to Odyssey (J.), Ulysses addresses himself to the queen 
chiefly or primarily, but not exclusively of the king. 1748 
Hartley Observ. Man 1. iii. 389 These Criterions might 
establish the Genuineness of the Prophecies, exclusively of 
all other Evidences. 

3 . So as to exclude all except some particular 
object, subject, etc. ; solely. 

1650 Cromwell Lett. 12 Sept., Are you troubled that 
Christ is preached? Is preaching so exclusively your func- 
tion? 1794 Paley Evict. (1825) II. 294 The power of life 
and death resided exclusively in the Roman governor. 1825 
M-Culloch Pol. Econ. n. ii. 253 We do not owe our fires 
exclusively to the miner, or exclusively to the coal mer- 
chant. \ ^ V 

1 4 =. In a spirit of exclusiveness. Obs. rare. 

2814 Jane Austen Mans/. Park (1851) 71 A set of men you 
condemn so exclusively* ■ 
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Exclusiveness (ekskl£*sivnes). [f. as prec. 
+ -ness.] The quality or condition of being ex- 
clusive ; the desire or tendency to exclude others ; 
exclusive character. 

1730-6 Bailey (folio), Exclusiveness , exclusive quality. 
2827 Hare Guesses Ser. 11. (2873) 34a Exclusiveness, .arises 
from the monopolizing spirit of selfishness. 1845 R. J ebb in 
Encycl. Metrop. II. 715/1 The exclusiveness of property, 
x88z Miss Braddon Mt. Royal II. vii. 136 There were 
others who preferred the exclusiveness of a separate table. 

Exclusivism (eksklarsiviz’m). [f. as prec. 4- 
-ISM.] The principle or practice of being exclu- 
sive ; systematic exclusiveness. 

1834 Tail's Mag. 1. 598 Exclusivism , — or the principle of 
keeping others without a certain pale, and boasting of being 
within ourselves. 1840 Ibid. VII. 798 That spirit of gain or 
exclusivism which has seized those who are called the owners 
of the streams. 2887 Lang Myth , Ritual $■ Relig. II. 280 
We may deprecate the charge of exclusivism. 

Excltrsivist. rare . [f. as prec. + -1ST.] One 
who maintains the exclusive validity (of a theory). 

2885 Gladstone in 19 lit Cent. Nov. 701 The field of Greek 
mythology . . is the favorite sporting-ground of the exclu- 
sivists of the solar theory. 

ExclU'SOry (ekskl£*s9ri), a. [ad. late L. ex- 
cliisdn-us, f. exclus - ppl. stem of excluders : see 
Exclude v. and -oky.] Having the power or the 
function of excluding ; tending to exclude ; == Ex- 
clusive A. 1. Const, of 

1585 Bonner in Burnet Hist. Ref. II. 179 To put out the 
Term peremptory , and other that were exelusory of further 
disputations. 2654 * P alarm on ’ Friendship 25 'Twere ex- 
treamly. tedious to run over all the Vices and shew how they 
were particularly exelusory of Friendship. 1721-1800 in 
Bailey. 1865 Daily Tel. 4 Nov, 4/5 The exelusory laws 
were the result of the narrowest and most exasperating re- 
ligious intolerance. 

t ExcO’Ct, v. Obs. [f. L. excoct - ppl. stem of 
excoquere y f. ex- out + coquere to boil, melt.] 

1. trans. To produce, extract, or obtain (chiefly, 
a metal) by heat. 

1601 Holland Pliny II. 508 There is a stone, .out of which 
. .(with burning) they excoct brasse. 2626 Bacon Sylva § 843 
Salt and sugar, which are excocted by Heat, are dissolved 
by Cold, and Moisture. 1671 J. Webster Metallogr. iii. 
56 A new Iron is excocted forth of them. 2755 in Johnson. 
lb. To drive off by heat. In quot. fg, 

1563-87 Foxe A. fy M. (1596) 204/2 If [Becket]. .through 
xmmoderat violence of zeale, did exceed . . the same was ex- 
cocted againe and purged by the fire of his suffring. 1651 
H. More in Enthus. Tri. (1 656) 208 Put thy soul into a 
crysiple. .and set it on that fire that will excoct and purge 
out thy drosse. 

2. To drive off the moisture of; to elaborate, 
refine, mature, ripen. 

1572 J. Jones Bathes of Bath u. 18 b, Arguinge an earthy 
dryenes, temperatly excocted, and not parched. 1576 New- 
ton tr. Lemnie's Complex. (1633) 179 Their head .. is not of 
ability to excoct the nutriment into the use and comlinesse 
of haires. 1720 T. Fuller Pharm. Extemp. 182 The Saliva 
. .so excocted and viscid as to bring hazard of Suffocation. 
Ibid. 297 Bile, .too much excocted. .makes wild Mischief. 

t Exco*ct, pa.pple. Obs. rare— 1 , [ad. L. ex- 
coct-us, pa. pple. of excoquere : see prec.] Boiled 
thoroughly. 

1576 Newton tr. Lemnie's Complex. (1633) *73 An un- 
savory humour. . which being excoct, settled.. and fined 
from the dregges.. is brought to the nature of pure and 
good Wine. 

t Exco'ctioft. Obs. rare . [ad. late L. excoc- 
tion-em , n. of action f. excoquere : see Excoct.] 
The action of extracting or elaborating by heat. 

2640 G. Wats tr. Bacon's Adv . Learn, v, ii. 228 In the ex- 
coctions and depurations of Metalls it is a familiar error, 
that to advance excoction, they augment the heate of the 
Fornace. 2725 tr. Pancirolhts' Rerum Mem. II. vii. 316 
There are other Things, which are not as yet found out, as 
. .Excoction of the thinnest, Waters. 

+ ExCOdica*tion. Obs. rare— K [ad. late L. 
excodication-em, n. of action f. excodied-re to re- 
move the soil from the roots of a tree, f. ex- (see 
Ex- pref 1 ) + codex, codic-em , later form of caudex 
stem, trunk.] The action of digging up or re- 
moving the soil from the roots of a tree. 

c 2420 Patlad. on Hush. n. 3 Excodicacion. . is hem [vines] 
to desolate Of erthe, and all from every roote abate. 

Excogitable (ekskp'dgitab’l) a. [as if ad. L. 
*excbgitabilis f. exedgitare : see next.] That admits 
of being excogitated. (In quot. mistake for inex- 
cogitable ; the It. original has inescogitabile.) 

2592 R. D. Hypnerotomachia 67 They brought mee into 
a fayre Orchy-ard of excogitable expense, tyme, and subtel- 
tie of woorke-manshippe. 

Excogitate (ekskp-dgitrit), v. [f. L. excogitate 
ppl. stem of exedgitare to find out by thinking, f. 
ex- out + cogitare to think : see Cogitate.] 

1. tram. To think out; to construct, frame, or 
develop in thought ; to contrive, devise. Also with 
inf or sentence as obf. 

c 1530 H. Dowes in Froude Hist. Eng. I. 39, I have en- 
deavoured myself . . to excogitate how I might most profit 
him. 1546 Langley Pol. Verg. De Invent. 1. vi. 12 b, Plinie 
saieth he euer thought y l the Assirians Excogitated the 
letters, which Cadmus brought out of Phenice into Grece. 
1647 Lilly Chr. Astrol. clxxii. 734; The Ancients have ex- 
cogitated many and sundry wayes for to find out the true 
time. 1665 Evelyn Mem. (1857) HE x &7 Dr. Wilkins, Sir 
Wm. Petty, and Mr. Hooke, with our operator, .are ex* 
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cogitating new rigging for ships. 1836-7 Sir W. Hamilton 
Metaph. xx. (1870) II. 4 We here excogitate no new, no oc- 
cult principle. 1868 Browning Ring $ Bk. in. 712 He . . 
did at last excogitate How he might keep the good and 
leave the bad. 

absol. 1814 Chalmers Evid. Chr , Revel, viii. 214 He ceases 
to observe, and begins to presume, or excogitate. 

2. intr. = Cogitate. 

1630 J. Taylor (Water P.) Wks. 11. xxxvi. 266/1 When 
thereon I doe excogitate, Intrinsicalland queriinonious paines 
Doe pulverise the concaue of my braines. 

f Exccrgitate, pple. Obs. [ad. L. excogitdt-us, 
pa. pple. of excogitd-re ; see prec.] Used as pa. 
pple. of prec. 

1531 Elyot Gov. n. vii, What noble statutes, ordinances, 
and actes of counsaile from time to time haue bene excogi- 
tate. x54 2 Henry VIII Declar . Scots 196 It appereth a 
playne deuise only excogitate for a delay. 1689 tr. Buch- 
anan's De Jure Regni 30 Honour, .can be told or excogitate 
to be in an^ Man. 

Excogitated (eksk^-d^it^ted), ppl. a. [f. prec. 
verb + -ed 1 .] Thought out, contrived, devised. 

a 1619 Fotherby Atheom. 1. vii. § 3 An excogitated and 
composed tale, to deceiue the world. 1814 Chalmers Evid. 
Chr. Revel, x. 267 An assumed or excogitated principle of 
our own. _ 1869 J. Martineau Ess. II. 177 An excogitated 
system, arising by the evolution of pure thought. 

Excogitation (eksk^d^it** jbn). [ad. L. ex- 
cdgitdtidn-em , n. of action f. excogitat e to think 
out: see Excogitate.] 

1. The action of excogitating ; thinking out ; re- 
flection, mental contrivance. Const, of 

1531 Elyot Gov. i. xxiii, To consideration pertaineth ex- 
cogitation and auisement. 1655 H. Vaughan Si lex Said. 

1. Pref. 0:858 [ 3 Many of them cast away all their fair por- 
tion of time ? in. . excogitation of idle words. 1759 Johnson 
Rasselas xiiii, The labour of excogitation is too violent to 
last long. 1854 H. Rogers Ess. (186 o) II. 12 Patient ex- 
cogitation must be the metaphysician's great instrument, 
1865 Dickens Mul. Fr. 1. ii, To the excogitation of this 
problem, [he] had devoted many anxious hours. 

2. A result of the action ; a plan thought out ; a 
contrivance, an invention. 

1664 Power Exp. Philos. 1. 81 The second Experiment is 
one of the ingenious Excogitations of M. Gascoign's. a 1687 
Petty Pol. Arith. 1. (1691) 21 All these Particulars, said to 
he the subtile Excogitations of the Hollanders. 1706 Phil- 
lips, Excogitation , an Invention or Device. 1721-1800 in 
Bailey. 1748 Smollett Rod. Rand. (1812) I. 292, I will 
impart my own simple excogitations. 

Excogitative (eksk^d^it^tiv), a. [f. Ex- 
cogitate v. + -IVE.] Adapted for, concerned with, 
or having the power of excogitating. 

1846 H. Rogers Ess. 1 . iv. 170 In mathematics, where the 
demands on the excogitative faculties are so great. 1864 
Sala in Daily Tel. 23 Nov., I had an acute excogitative 
ability. I could reason out an idea. 

Excogitator (ekskp-d^it^tai). [agent-n. f. L. 
excogitare : see Excogitate and -or,] One who 
excogitates. 

1847 Sir W. Hamilton Let. De Morgan 28 An original 
excogitator of the doctrine. 

t ExCO'gitous,^. Obs. rare [f.L. excogit-dre 
+ -OUS ; alter med.L. cbgitosus] Inventive. 

1646 N. Lockyrr Serm. 15 Impatience is very excogitous. 
f Excola'tion. Obs. rare— \ [ad. L. excold - 
iion-em, n. of action f. excoldre to strain out, f. 
ex- out + coldre to filter.] The action of Altering 
or straining out. 

1578 Banister Hist. Man v. 83 A certain e worke made in 
the reynes to the excretion or ex eolation of Urine. 

+ Excomme’nge, v. Obs. [ad. AF. *excom - 
enger, OF. escomenger, corresp. to Pr. escommiar, 
escomengar L. excommunicare to Excommuni- 
cate.] trans. To excommunicate. 

1302 Ord, Crysien Men (W. de W. 1506) ; iv. vii. i 86 Yf the 
synner be fallen into sentence, excommenged or interdyted. 
1577 Holinshed Ckron. II. 26, 2 The pope excommenged 
the towne. 1641 Termes de la Ley 149 Excommengement 
.. is where a man by the iudgemeut in Court Christian is 
Excommenged. 

Hence f Excomme’ngenient [OF. escomenge- 
ment], excommunication. 

1495 Act 11 Hen. VII, c. 24 § 1 Any. . excommengement 
pleded or alleged in the partie playntif. 1531 St. German’s 
Doctor fy Stud. 11. xxxii, Yf the excommengement be of 
record in the kynges courte. 1628 Coke On Lift. 134 a. 
None can certifie excommengement but only the Bishop. 
1641 [see above]. ; 

f Exco*mmon, v. nonce-wd. [f. Ex- prefd + 
Common : cf. next.] — Discommon (see quot.). 

1667 E. Chamberlayne St. Gt. Brit. 1. in. x. (1743) 241 
For lighter offences they [members of Lincoln’s Inn, etc,] 
are only excommoned, or put out of commons, not to eat 
with the rest. ; 

t Exco mnmne, v. Obs. Also 5-6 excom- 
(m)yne. [ad. F. excommunier, ad. L. excommu- 
nicare : see Excommunicate.] 

1. trans. (Feel.) = Excommunicate i. 

1483 Caxton Cato F ij, Alle those that byleve the sortleges 
and devynours been exeommunyd. 1502 Ord. Crysien 
Men (W. de W. 1506) 1. vii. 77 To be excommyned & de- 
parted by mortall synne from, .the holy chyrche catholyke. 
1608 T. Morton Preamb. Inconnter 27 He was admo- 
nished and excommuned before he was degraded. 

2 . transf With double obj. ; To excommunicate 
or exclude from. 

1650 Fuller Pisgah 11. iv. i. 15 We cannot recover Paphos 
proportionably into this Map, behold it therefore peeping 
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in, but excommuned the lines thereof. *654 Gayton Pleas . 
Boies 1. vi. 21 Poets.. were excommun’d Plato’s Common 
Wealth. 

+ Exc o'mmimement . Obs-* [ad. OF, ex- 
comuniemenH\ — Excommunication. 

iS3° Palsgr. 218/1 Excomunement, excommenge. 

Excommunicable i ,eksk*>mi£ nikab’l), a. [f. 
Excommunic-ate V. + -ABLE.] Liable to be ex- 
communicated ; deserving excommunication. Of 
an offence ; Punishable by excommunication. 

J594 Hooker Eccl Pol. m. i. (1617) 84 Altho’ they be im- 
pious idolaters, wicked Heretikes, persons excommunicable. 
1646 Bitrd. Issach. in Phenix 1708 II. 281 This Assembly 
is above the King, .to their Orders he must give Obedience : 
otherwise he is excommunicable, 1680 Baxter Cat A. 
Covtnmn. (1684) 33 To render each other odious, or vile, 
and excommunicable. 1836 Keble in Hooker's Whs. (1845) 
I. Pref. 28 What offences are excommunicable. 

Excommunicant (eksk^mizrnikant). [ad. L. 
excommunicant- em, pr. pple. of excommunicare : 
see Excommunicate. (With sense 2 cf. Examin- 
ant 2 .)] 

I . One who excommunicates; an excommunicator. 
1651 Hobbes Leviath , in. xlii. 308 Might be a greater 

pain to the Excommunicant than to the Excommunicate. 

2. = Excommunicate B. 

3586 F erne Bias. Gentrie 313 Likewise with these, we 
arraunge all., excommunicants, heretiques, vsurers, pan- 
dars, histrions, or stage players. 1641 Heylin Hist. Epi- 
scopacy (1657) IL 365 When as the wickednesse of Felicissi- 
mus. . was growne unto the height, the Father of his owne 
authority denounced him excommunicant. 1887 J. Marti- 
neau National Church in Contenip. Rev. LI. 416 Innu- 
merable swarms of excommunicants — Donatists, Arians, 
Monophysites, Albigenses, Hussites. [In mod. Diets.] 

Excommunicate (eksk^murnik^, pa. pple., 
ppl. a. and sb. Also 6, 8 -ieat. [ad. L. excommu- 
niedi-us, pa. pple. of excommiinicd-re (see next).] 

A. , pa. pple. and ppl. adj. 

1 . Excommunicated, arch. 

1526 Tindale John ix. 22 He shulde be excommunicat 
out of the Sinagoge. 1662 Lamont Diary 21 Sept. 395 
Divers persons were excommunicat att this tyme. 1762 
Hume Hist. Eng x iv. 129 They.. engaged the bishops. .to 
pronounce him [Gavaston] excommunicate if he remained 
any longer in the kingdom. 1839 Bailey Festus Proem 
(1848) 5/1 Nor is this An outlawed orb nor excommunicate. 

1874 Green Short Hist. Hi. § 2. 121 None of his allies., 
could fight side by side with an excommunicate king. 

U. 2. Excommunicate things (tr. Heb. Lin lierem): 
objects devoted to destruction. 

1551 Bible (Matthew) Josh. vi. 18 If you take of the ex- 
communicate thyngs so shal you make the hooste of Israeli 
excommunicate. 1635 Pagitt Christianogr. 213 Achan . , 
took of the excommunicate things of Jerico. 

B. sb. An excommunicated person. 

1562 in Strype Ann. Ref. I. xxxi. 349 Those excommuni- 
cates, for whom there is a Signifcavit directed, 1670 M ilton 
Hist. Eng. iv, {1851) 159 Thou hast neglected to abstain from 
the House of that Excommunicate. *31711 Ken Hymns 
Evang. Poet. Wks. 1721 I. 335 Jews you as Excommuni- 
cates will treat. 1852 Miss "Sponge Cameos (1877) III. xxx. 
309 They turned the coffin of Gaston de Foix, as an excom- 
municate, out of the Cathedral. 

transf. 1626 Shirley Brothers in. i, Poor Fernando, for 
her sake, must stand An excommunicate from every blessing, 
1640 T. Carew To my inconstant Mistris i, Thou, poore 
excommunicate From all the joyes of love. 

Excommimica be (ekskpmi? 7 -nik^t), v. Also 
6 -icat. [f. late (Eccl.) L. excommunicat- ppl. 
stem of excommunicare lit. ‘to put out of the 
community,’ f. ex- out + communis common, on the 
analogy of commiinicdre (see Communicate).] 

1 . trans. (Eccl.) To cut off from communion ; to 
exclude, by an authoritative sentence, from parti- 
cipation in the sacraments and services of the 
church, or from religious rites in general, 

1526-34 Tindale John xvi. 2 They shall excommunicat 
ou. 1579 Tomson Calvin’s Serm. Tim. 118/1 To deliuer to 
athan is nothing else, but to excommunicate a man. x66o 
R. Coke Power # Subj. 10 If a man be excommunicated, 
he shall have no advantage or relief in any plea by the 
common law, 1757 Burke Abrulgm. Eng. Hist. Wks. X. 
189 They [the Dnuds] were further armed with a power of 
. .excommunicating any obnoxious persons. 1815 Welling- 
ton 19 Jan. in Gurw. Disp. XII. 250 The actors of the 
Theatre Fran^ais having been excommunicated, .the curate 
of St. Roch refused to receive the body into the Church. 

1875 BrYce Holy Rom. Emp. xiii. (ed. 5I 209 Excommuni- 
cated by Gregory IX for not going ^ to Palestine, he 
[Frederick II] went, and was excommunicated for going. 

fib. To forbid (an action) under pain of ex- 
communication. Obs . rare. 

1644 Milton A re op. Wks. (1847') xc6/x Martin the fifth by 
his bull, .was the first that excommunicated the reading of 
heretical books. 

2 . transf 

x6oa Rowlands Greene's Ghost 3 To he reiected and ex- 
communicated from the fellowship of all honest men. 1666 

J. Smith Old Age (1752) 46 [In assimilation] those [parts of 
the chyle] that are like to prove unconformable, are excom- 
municated to the pores. 1823 Lamb Elia Ser. 1. iii. (1865) 
24 He was excommunicated; put out of the pale of the 
school. 1848 Macaulay Hist. Eng, II. 93 If he were con- 
tumacious he might be excommunicated, or, in other words, 
be deprived of ail civil rights and imprisoned for life. 

Hence Exeommu-nicated ppl. a. ; also absol., 
Excommumicating vbl. sb. and ppl. a. 

1580 Baret A Iv. E 430 Excommunicated. 1648 Jenkyn 
Blind Guide i. 4 The faithfull with a holy scorn neglect his 
excommunicating of you, 1669 Gale Crt. Gmtiles 1. ml 


excoediate. 

ix. 93 That none eat or drink with such an excommunicated 
person. 1715 M. Davies A then. Brit. 1. 252 Neither, 
bound to. .Obey an Excommunicated Queen. 18x4 Scott 
Ld. of Isles n. xxiv, Or dream of greeting, peace or truce. 
With excommunicated Bruce ! 1837 Carlyle Fr. Rev. n. 

v. vi, Plotting Aristocrats, and excommunicating Dissident 
Priests. 184.5 S. Austin Ranke’s hist. Ref. II. 487 The 
right of excommunicating, .is inherent in every man. ^ 1862 
Trench Mirac . xviii. 303 In case the excommunicated 
showed no sign of repentance. 

Excommunication (ekskpmiffnik^-Jsn). 
Also 5 excomunyc&cion. [ad. late L. excommu- 
niedtion-em , f. excommunicare : see prec. and 
-ATioN. Cf. F. excommunication.'] The action 
of excommunicating or cutting off from fellowship. 

1. Eccl. The action of excluding an offending 
Christian from the communion of the Church ; the 
state or fact of being so excluded. Also in wider 
sense : The exclusion of an offending member from 
any religious community, e.g. Jewish or heathen. 

The Canon Law recognizes two kinds of excommunication : 
the lesser, by which an offender is deprived of tlm right to 
participate in the sacraments ; the greater, by which he is 
cut off from all communication with the church or its 
members. 

1494 Fa by an Chron. vi. clxiv. x68 This to be obseruyd 
vpon payne of excomunycacioiL 1555 Eden Decades xyz 
We furthermore streightly inhibite all maner of persons .. 
vnder the peyne of the sentence of excommunication . . to 
trauayle for marchaundies. 1651 Hobbes Leviath. {1839) 
502 This part of the power of the keys, by which men were 
thrust out from the kingdom of God, is that which is called 
excommunication. <*3744 Pope Love of the World Re- 
proved , Apart in every swine No friend. .May taste. -On 
pain of excommunication. 1781 Gibbon Decl. <$* F. III. 
34 A sentence of excommunication was pronounced, which, 
enjoined Ambrose to depart from Milan without delay. 
1856 Froude Hist. Eng. ( 1858) I. iii. 192 Excommunication 
seems but a light thing when there are many communions, 
lb. transf 

1830 Hood Haunted H. 1. iii, A house — but under some 
prodigious ban Of Excommunication. 1840 — Up the 
Rhine 16 The yellow flag which indicates that sanitary ex- 
communication [quarantine]. 1873 F , Hall Mod. Eng. 34 
He calls you a utilitarian. The greater excommunication 
being thus denounced against you. 

2. Short for ‘ sentence of excommtmi cation’. 

1647 Clarendon Hist. Reb. n. <1843) 43/2 To restrain 

any excommunication from being pronounced, .without the 
approbation of the bishop. 1781 Gibbon Decl # F. III. lvi, 
366 By some acts of rapine or sacrilege, he had incurred a 
papal excommunication. x866 Kingsley Hereve. vii. 129 
The pope fulminated an excommunication against him. 

8 . (See quot.) 

1751 Chambers Cycl. s.v.^ The rule of the Benedictines 
gives the name Excommunication, to the being excluded 
from the oratory, and the common table of the house. 

Excommunicative (eksk£mu?mk*?itiv\ a. 
[f. Excommunicate v. + -ive.] a. Characterized 
by the refusal of communion, b. Containing a 
sentence of excommunication, e. Also of persons ; 
Disposed or eager to excommunicate. 

1825 Coleridge Aids Ref. (1848) I. 166 No other Church 
acts on so narrow and excommunicative a principle. 1858 
Carlyle Fredk. Gt. (1865) I. n, iv. 68 Thomas h Becket.. 
coming home excommunicative. 1876 Coni emp. . Rev. 
XXVIII. 65 There was in existence an excommunicative 
decree against comedians. 

Excommunicator (eksk^mizrnik^toi). [f. as 
prec. + -ob.] One who excommunicates. 

1643 Prynne Treachery <y Disloy. 8 King John, .himselfe 
was one of the Ex communicators. i68x Baxter Answ. 
Dodwell ii. 12 Who will judg, hut the Excommunicator, 
what is unsinful as to his act? 1828 D’Israeli Chas. /, I. 

vi. 169 The Pope, who succeeded the excommunicator of 
Elizabeth. 1855 Milman Lat. Chr. (1864) IV. vii. ii. 94 
He must obtain the absolution from his excommunicator. 

Excommunicatory (eksk^miz/mikatsri) , a. 
[f. as prec. + -ory.] a. Of or pertaining to ex- 
communication. b. — Excommunicative c, 
a. 1683 Cave Ane. Ch. Govt. 292 The Excommunicatory 
letter sent to Acacius himself, 1855 Milman Lat. Chr . 
(3864) III. vl iii. 458 The spiritual death inflicted by the 
excommunicatory decree of the church at Augsburg. 1884 
M. Rule Pref. to Eadmeri Historia Novorum iii. The 
excommunicatory sentence which the council of Bari ad- 
judged the Red King to have incurred. 

' b. 1837 Carlyle Fr. Rev.^ 11. v. vi, The excommunica- 
tory Priests give new trouble in the Maine and Loire, 
t Excommumiou. Obs. [? f. Excommune v., 
on the analogy of communion . Cf. Pg. ex com unhaoi] 
-Excommunication. (Frequent in Milton.) 

1641 Milton Ch. Gozrt. n. iii. Wks. (1847) 51/1 They, .hold- 
ing forth the dreadful sponge of excommunion pronounce 
him wiped out of the list of God’s inheritance. 1642 Remon- 
str. Ch. Irel. 32 There was an Excommunion from the chief 
of their Church, against any of his Religion that would not 
do the like. 1659 Milton Civ. Power Eccl. Causes Wks. 
1738 I. 549 Such are punished by Excommunion only. 

t Exco*mmtmy. Obs. In 6 excomtmye. 
[a. OF. ex communie, f. excommunier to excom- 
municate.] « Excommunication. 

150a Ord. Crysten Men {W. de W. 1506) iv. ix. 195 Paynes 
canonycalles as ben excomunye, suspencyon, interdyte. 

Exco(m)myne, var. form of Excommune v. Obs . 
t Exco’ncavate, v. Obs. [f. L. ex- out -h con- 
cavus Concave +• -ate 3.] trans. To hollow out. 

1599 A. M. tr. Gabethoner’s Bk. Physicke 141/2 Excon- 
cavate an ornone, replenishe him agayne with saffern, etc. 

t Exco # rdiate y ppl* Obs . [f. Ex- + L. cord-, 
cor heart 4 - -(i)ate 2 .] Deprived of heart or courage. 


EXCOETABLE. 
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EXOBEMEHTAL. 


1594 Zepheria xxxsx, If at last, she all, through fear ex- 
cordiate, Command thee not to peace. 

ExeoriaMe (eksko»*riab’l), a. rare— 1 , [f. L. 
excoria-re (see next) -f -ble J Capable of being 
excoriated ; that may be nibbed or stripped off. 

1658 SirT. Browne Card. Cyrus ill. 147 Such a natural 
net is the scaly covering of fishes . . even in such as are 
excoriable and consist of smaller scales, as Bretts, Soals. 
Excoriate (eksko^rii^t), v. Also pa. pple. 6- 
<) Excoriate, [f. L. excoriat- ppl. stem of excori- 
are to strip off the hide, f. ex- out + coriu?n hide.] 
f 1. trans. To pull off the skin or hide from (a 
man or beast) ; to flay. Obs. 

1614 Raleigh Hist. World III. 41 Otanes. .whom Cam- 
byses had, excoriated for false judgement, a 1653 Gouge 
Comm. Heb, iv. 13 Beasts, -being excoriated or flayed, were 
cut down from the neck to the rump. ax 68 x Wharton 
Fasts y Pest. Wks. (1683) 26 He [St. Bartholomew] was.. 
Excoriated, or fleaed alive. 1826 Disraeli Viv. Grey 11. 
xv.^ 77 They compliment them [their victims] upon.. the 
delicacy of their limbs prior to excoriating them. 

b. trans/. To strip off the rind or bark from. 
1775 Ash, Excoriating , taking off the bark. 

2. To remove portions of the skin (or analogous 
membrane) from. Now chiefly Path, of the action 
of corrosives, of abrasion, etc. 

1497 Bp. Alcock Mans Perfect. E ij a, Excoriate and 
wounde dayjy theyr self with sharpe hayr. 1605 Timme 
Quersit. 1. xiii. 60 The intralls being excoriated, death by a 
lingering consumption ensueth. 1656 Kidgley Pract. 
Physick 109 The ends of bis Fingers are supposed to be 
excoriated.. 1771 Smoll mx Iluntpk. CL (18151 77 Stuffing 
my nose with spirit of hartshorn, till the whole inside was 
excoriated. 1857 C. Bronte Professor II. xx. 104 My lips 
..were excoriated as with vinegar and gall. 1867 F, H. 
Ludlow Little Briggs # / 201 The grand idea of how to fix 
it in a boy’s memory was to excoriate his palm. 

3. trans/. and Jig. 

1633 J. Fisher True Trojans in. viii. in Hazl. Dodsley 
XII. 506 Though wrongs excoriate the heart. 2:661 R. W. 
Conf. Charac., Colledge Butler (i860) 67 He can excoriate a 
loafe. 1708 Motteux Rabelais (1737) V. 233 Excoriating 
the Language Latiale. 1809 Naval Chron. XXV. 209 It 
[lightning] excoriated the lower part of the head post. 

4. To strip or peel off (the skin) ; to remove 
(the lining membrane) by corrosion. 

1547 Boorde Brev. Health cix. 41 b, Excoriat the skyn and 
maturat the matter. 16x5 Crooke Body of Man 71 Be- 
cause it may bee excoriated or flayed off. a 2:691 Boyle Hist. 
Air xix. Wks. 1772 V. 694 The heat of the Island Squau- 
ena. -excoriates the skin. 1767 Gooch Treat. Wounds I. 
445 To prevent.. the matter.. from excoriating the skin. 
1843 Bethune Sc. Fireside Stor. 62 Exuding acrid matter, 
and thereby excoriating the cuticle. 

Excoriate (ekskoe-rii^t), pple. arch.; also 6-7 
-at. [ad. L. excoridt-us, pa. pple. of excorid-re ; 
see next.] A. Used as pa. pple. of prec. B. ppl. 
«:.=next. 

1544 Phaer Regim. Lyfe f'1546) K j, If the bowels be ex- 
coriat, ye shal give thys peculiar remedy. 1560 Rolland 
Crt. Femes 11. 344 Tratour. .Thow seruis quick to be ex- 
coriate. 1681 CoLviL W/iigs SuppUc. ( 1751 ) 109 While hips 
excoriat, made him swaddle Through all the corners of the 
saddle. X791 Cowper Yardlcy Oak 5 A shattered veteran 
. .with excoriate forks. 1814 Cary Dante 55 The pack. . 
came Excoriate from the lash, 
f b. with allusion to the practice of circumcision. 
x6ix Panegyr. Fences, in Coryat Crudities , He more 
prevail’d against the 'xcoriate lewes Then Broughton could. 

Excoriated (ekskoa-ri^ted) /pi. a. [f. Exco- 
riate v. + -ed I.] Having the skin or rind rubbed 
or stripped off. Also trans/. and fig. 

x66x Lovell Hist. Anim. $ Min . 49 The decoction of a 
Pox excoriated and embowelled. .used as an embrocation. 
1676 Wiseman Chtrurg. T real. ( J. \ An hypersarcosis arises 
upon the excoriated eyelid. 1708 Motteux Rabelais (1737) 
V. 233 ’Tis meer excoriated Latiality. 18x9 G. S. Faber Dis. 
pensations £1823) II. 296 Pointing to his excoriated frame. 

Excoriation (ekskd^rij^jbn). [f. Excoriate 
v. ; see -ation. Cf. F. excoriation.] 

1. The action of excoriating ; the state of being 
excoriated : f a. the action or process of flaying 
(a man or beast {obs .)) ; b. the action of abrading 
a portion of the cuticle, or of the coating of any 
organ of the body; an instance of this; C. the 
action of stripping off (the bark of a tree). 

a. 1607 Brewer Lingua in. v, A little before the excoria- 
tion of Marsyas. 1635 Austin PI edit. 220 Some keep the 
day of his [Bartholomew’s] Excoriation; and some, the 
day of his Decollation holy. 1669 Gale Crt. Gentiles 1. n. 
ix. T4i After the killing of the Holocaust, follows the ex- 
coriation, and dissection. 

b- 1447 Bokenham Seyntys (Roxb.) 259 The reed flyx.. 
wyth of the guttys excoryacyoun Sendyth. owte sangweyn 
agestyoun. 1578 Lyte Dodoens iv. lxxx. 544 They drinke it 
[tragacanth] . . against excoriation or knawing of the bladder. 
1596 Danett tr. Comines 296 A sharpe sicknes of excoria- 
tion and the stone. 1664 H. More Myst. Iniq. xxii. 84 
What Flagellations and Excoriations of the Body. 1751 
Johnson RamblerTSo. 133 P '3, 1 was punished with artificial 
excoriations in hopes of gaining new graces with a new skin. 
*774 Gouxsu. Nat. Hist. (17 76) VI I. 99 The Germans . . com- 
plained of a slight excoriation of the lips. 1813 W. H fiber* 
dew in. Med. Trans. (1815) V. 39 Stopping the Excoriation 
* -consequent upon continual Pressure in Bed. 1844 Tupper 
Twins xv, Lash, lash, lash, in furious and fast succession., 
to the universal excoriation of Mr. Julian Tracy. 

°* ? a 3 ° J* G* Strutt Sylva Brit. 125 The constant ex- 
coriation of the bark also produces a variety of hues. 

1640 Howell Dodoytds Gr. 207 Hee hath marvailously 


enhanc'd the revenues, .of the Crowne, though with apstifull 
excoriation of the poorer sort. 1651 Baxter Inf Bapt . 
ApoL 22 It is the excoriation and exulceration of mens 
spirits that usually causeth the smart. 

8. An excoriated place (on the body) : a sore. 
£1540 in Ficarfs Anat . App. ix. (x 888 ) zzx A piastre 
devised by the kinges Maiestie at Grenewich, and made at 
Westminstre, to. .heale excoriacions. 1751 Chambers Cycl. 
s.v., He had a grievous excoriation behind, with riding post. 
2:874 tr. Van Buren’s Dis . Genii. Org. 19 The epithelium 
comes off in patches, leaving irregular excoriations. 

t Exco rporate, ppl. a. Obs. [f. h. ex- (see 
Ex- pre/ x ) + cor for-, corpus body +• -ate 3. Cf. 
Incorporate.] Disembodied. 

a 1629 T. Goff Bajazet iv. ix, So Jove I come, excorpo- 
rate, divine, Immortal as thyself. 

Exeorse : see Excourse v. Obs. 

Excorticate (eksk^utik^t), v. [f, L. ex- out 
+ cortic- stem of cortex bark, shell + -ate 3.] trans. 
To pull or strip off the bark from (a tree), or the 
shell from (a nut, seed). Also fig. 

1657 Tomlinson Renou’s Dip. 63 The seeds, .are excorti- 
cated by a knife. 1664 Evelyn Sylva 69 Moss is to be 
rubb’d and scrap'd off with some fit instrument of Wood, 
which may not excorticate the Tree. 1844 Alb. Smith 
A dv. Mr. Ledbury v. (18S6) 16 Looking about the nails as 
if he had been excorticating millions of new walnuts. 

h. fig. 

2:600 0 . E. Re pi. to Libel m. vi. 31 Tomake his eloquence 
seeme more admirable, he doth excorticate certaine Latin 
words according to his Romish fashion. 

Hence HxeoTtieated ppl. a. 

1657 Phys. Did., Excorticated, fieyed or pieled. 1693 
Sir E. King in Phil. Trans. XVII. 863 (Whole Oatmeal, or) 
an Excorticated Oat. 1735 Bradley Fam.Dict. s.v. Dia - 
hexapte. Take Juniper-Berries unexcorticated, and Bay 
Berries excorticated. 

Excortication (eksk^rtik^-Jbn). [f. prec. : 
see -ation. Cf. F. excortication. \ The action of 
stripping off or peeling the bark (from a treeh 
1664 Evelyn Sylva (1776) 517 The prejudice accruing 
thereby as to the Tanner (in regard of the more difficult 
Excortication'. 1725 Bradley Fam. Dict. s. v. hifrmities 
of trees, Excortication and Bark-Baring. 

f Excotrrse, sb. Obs. [variant of Excurse, 
after the analogy of Course.] 

L The action of running forth or out ; an excur- 
sion or sally ; usually a hostile or marauding one. 

1523 St. Papers Hen. VIII, IV. 35 The rodes and ex- 
courses divised, to be made or not made, as ye shal se the 
cace to requyre. 1557 Paynel Barclay s Jugurth 2 o b, 
He assailed and inuaded more inwardly, .by excourses of 
his horsemen. 1584 R. Scot Discov. Witcher, m. ii. 43 
During the whole time of the witches excourse, the diuell 
occupieth the roome and place of the witch. 

2. a. The means of sallying forth, b. The 
extent of ground covered, range (of a person’s 
activity, also of a chain of mountains). 

£•1534 tr* Pol. Verg. Eng. Hist. I 6 The nation of Britons 
..havinge thether excourse owt of Frau nee did occupiethe 
ilonde. Ibid., The mountayne Grampius. .from the entree 
of the ryver Dee.-hathe excourse to the Irish seas. 1555 
Bonner Necess. Doctr. C, The Excourse of hym is even 
unto the helles. 

3. - Excursus 2 . 

1579 Fulke Heskind Pari. 144 He interlaceth a fond 
excourse of the authorjtie of the later writers. 

t ExCOTtTSe, v- Obs. ? Also excorse, [var. 
of Scourse.] intr. To exchange, barter, ‘swop’. 
(It is doubtful whether quot. 1593 belongs here.) 

1593 Nashe Christ's T. 52 b. So shall you be ready to 
curse God, and desire to be swallowed quicke, to excorse 
the agony you are in. 2:623 Cockeram ii, To Change.. 
Excourse, Trucke, Traffique. . Barter, 
f Excreable, a. Obs. rare- 0 , [ad. L. ex- 
(sfredbilis, f. ex(s)crea-re : see Excreate and 
-able.] That may be spit out. 

1623-6 Cockeram, Excreable , which easily may be spit 
out. 1656-81 Blount Glossogr., Excreable , that may be 
voided by spitting or retching, a 1745 Swift (W.). 183a 
in Webster; and in mod, Diets. 

Excrease, var. of Excresce v. Obs. 
t Excrea te, V. Obs.-° [f. L. exlfcreat ppl. 
stem of ex/cre-are to spit out by coughing (f. ex- 
out 4 -scre-are to hawk, hem) + -ate 3.] trans. To 
cough or hawk up ; to spit out. 

1623-6 in Cockeram. X721-1800 in Bailey; whence in 
mod. Diets. 

t Excrea'tioH. obs . [ad. L. ex(s s credtion-em, 
n. of action f. ex{s)crea-re : see prec.] The action 
of coughing up or spitting out ; expectoration. 

a 1556 Cranmer Wks. II. 320 Extreme coughing and ex- 
creations whlph I cannot eschew. 1607 Topsell Fourf. 
Beasts (1673! 204 The rennet . . stayeth bleeding, and refresh- 
eth excreations of bloud. 1610 Healey Si. Aug. C Hie of 
God 277 Sweet . , Incrassafcing Things.. may help Excrea- 
tion out of the Throat. 1620 Venner Via Recta (1650) 323 
The excrements of the braine must daily be avoyded thorow 
the mouth by spetting and excreation. 

Excrement 1 (e*kskriment). [a. F. excri- 
ment , ad. L. excremmt-um what is sifted out, f. 
excre-, excemere (see Excern, Excrete), f. ex- 
out + cernere to sift.] 

f 1. That which remains after a process of sifting 
or refining ; the dregs, lees, refuse. In quots. pi. 
only. Obs. 

1576 Baker Jewell of Health 161 b, When as in it shall 
no other be contayped or remaine then . the excrementes of 


the sage. i6xa Markham Masierp. ii. clxxui. 501 Tartar is 
the excrements of wine, which sti'eke to the vessel!. 1698 
Keill Exam. Th. Earth (1734) 299 This Earth.. he stiles 
the very dregs and excrements of nature, 

2. Phys. a. 4 That which is cast out of the 
animal body by any of the natural emunctories , 
(Syd. Soc. Lex.) ; superfluous matter thrown off 
by the bodily organs ; an excreted substance. Now 
rare in general sense. 

1565 Cooper Thesaurus , Excrement tun , the dregges or 
excrementes of digestion made in the bodie ; as fleume, 
choler, melancholie, urine, sweate, snivell, spittel, milke, 
ordure. 1570-6 Lambarde Perainb. Kent (1826) 289 Why 
doe they not. .offer us their Spittle, and other excrements 
of the body to be kissed? 1607 Topsell Fourf. Beasts 
(1673) 356 This excrement [urine] is meerly proper to four- 
footed living-beasts. 2:658 A. Fox tr.Wurtz* Surg.m, iv. 227 
Corruption is the excrement of wounds. 1725 Bradley 
Fam. Diet, II. S iv b/2 The Nose serves to. .give a Passage 
to a Sort of Excrement. 1745 Berkeley Let. Wks. 1871 
IV. 305 The gout.. throws off" a sharp excrement from the 
blood to the limbs. 

trans f 1577 B. Googe HeresbacEs Husb. iv. (1586V 180 b, 
Whether it [manna] bee the sweate or excrement of the 
Heavens, or a certaine spittle of the starres. 1751 Chambers 
Cycl . s.v., Some hold ambergrise. .an excrement of the sea. 

b. esp. ‘The alvine tseoes or the waste matter 
discharged from the bowels’ (Syd. Soc. Lex. 1884 ), 
Commonly pi. or collect, sing.; rarely sing, with an. 

2533 Elyot Cast. Helthe 11. a 541) x8b, Breade haueing 
moch branne, fylleth the bealy wjth excrementes. 1555 Eden 
Decades 213 The excremente which they auoyde is a lyuynge 
worme. 2:678 Marvell Growth Popery Wks. 1875 IV. 413 
But. .he is an ill woodman that knows not the size of the 
beast by the proportion of his excrement, 1704 Swift T. 
Tub (1711) 209 A fly, driven from a Hony-pot, will, .finish 
his Meal on an Excrement. 1843 J. A. Smith Product. 
Farming (ed 2) 88 The excrements of all animals contain 
less nitrogen than their food. 1875 Darwin Insectiv. PI, 
xiv. 326 Sausage-shaped masses of excrement. 

fe. Superfluous matter thrown off by a plant. Obs. 

1606 Bryskett Civ. Life 43 Trees and plants. .grow, 
bloome, and bring forth fruit; which fruit Aristotle say th, 
cometh from them instead of excrement. 1664 Power Exp. 
Philos. 1. 29 How should an excrement [Cuckow-spitt] of 
so many several Plants, still breed one and the same 
Animal. 1751 Chambers Cycl. s.v., Gums, diverse juices, 
halms, &c. issuing spontaneously from their respective 
trees, are sometimes called excrements. 

3. fig. (In 16 - 17 th c. often as an opprobrious de- 
signation of persons.) 

1561 T. Norton Calvin' s Inst. Author’s Pref., Abject sillie 
men we be . .yea and if you will, certaine excrements and 
outcasts of the world. 1642 Rogers Naaman 17 Ipta was 
thrown out for a base excrement from the family of Gilead. 
a 1688 Vilhers (Dk. Buckhm.) Poetns (1775) 142 Thou com- 
mon-shore of this poetic town, Where all our excrements 
of wit are thrown. 

f E xcrement 2 . Obs. [ad. L. excrement-um, 
f. excre-, excrescere , f. ex~ out + crescere to grow.] 

1. That which grows out or forth ; an outgrowth ; 
said esp. of hair, nails, feathers. 

1588 Shaks. L. L. L. v. i. 109 It will please his Grace, .to 
dallie with my excrement, with my mustachio, 1609 C. 
Butler Fern. Mon. i. (1623^ Cj, Men, beasts and fowles .. 
haue outwardly some offensive excrement, as haire, or 
feathers. 1615 W. Hull Mirr. Maj. A iv a, Siluer and 

f old, the white and yellow excrements of the earth ? 1688 
L. Holme Armoury n. 85/2 Agarick, an Excrement or hard 
Mushroom, growing out of the sides of old Trees. 1705 
Bosman Guinea xiv. 236 That Excrement in the Negroes 
being more like Wool than hair, 
b. A growth, product. 

x6x6 Surfl. & Makkh. Country Farme 507 The excre- 
ments of the poole. .are the frogge and the creuisse. 

2. fig. (When the notion is that of ‘ superfluous 
outgrowth’, this is sometimes not easily dis- 
tinguished from the fig. use of Excrement K) 

1549 Compl. Scot. vi. 59 The myst, it is the excrement or 
the superfiuite of the cluadis. 1590 Nashe PasquiTs ApoL 
1. Aiiij b, Our Religion in England is no newe excrement 
of the braine of man. 1606 Warner Alb. Eng. xv. xciv. 
(1612) 376 Wit so is wisedomes Excrement, a xfypj Barrow 
Serm. Wks. 1716 I. 322 Unwilling to part with the very 
superfluities and excrements of their fortune, 

3. abstr. Growth, increase, augmentation. 

1607 Topsell Serpents (1653) 653 Otherwise they [great 
Worms] would increase after the same sort in all respects, 
as the common Wasps do. The excrement is only m the 
small Worms, 3609 Dowland Omith. Micro 1 . 47 Augmen- 
tation . . is the excrement of some Note. For in it is 
put a Minime for a Semibreefe. 

tE-xcrement, v. Obs . rare- 1 , [f. Excrement 
sb. ] intr. T o void excrement. 

1632 Lithgow Trav. vm. 347 [She] bad neyther eate, nor 
drunke, nor yet excremented for tbirteene yeares. 

Excremental (ekskrime-ntal), a. 1 [f. Ex- 
crement 1 + -AL.] 

f 1. Pertaining to, or consisting of, the dregs or 
baser part of any substance. Cf. Excrement 1 1 . 
Of food : Consisting largely of matter useless for 
nutrition. Obs. 

1576 Baker Jewell of Health 193 b, VitrioILcoptaineth 
much of the waterie and excrementall moysture in it. 1600 
Tourneur Transf. Met. xxvi. 179 The flesh, the soule's 
imprisoner, Of excrementale earth is wholy fact. 1607 Top- 
sell Fourf. Beasts (1673) 525 Swines flesh . . is less excre- 
mental then Pigs flesh, and therefore more nutrible. 1620 
Venner Via Recta (1650) 85 They have in their flesh much 
moist and excrementall juyee. 1655 Moufet & Benn. 
Health's I mprov. ( z 746) 183 A Cuckow, whose much spitting 
argueth a corrupt and excremental Flesh. x66a R. Mathew 
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Uni A left. § no. 180T0 take a few grains of the excremental 
parts, out of an ounce of the substantial parts. 

2. Of the nature of excrement or evacuated matter. 

1574 Newton Health Mag. a The filth and excrementall 

matter of the bodie is thereby [by exercise] scattered and 
avoyded. 1658 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Up. n. vii. (ed. 4* 115 
Whether those little dusty particles upon the lower side of 
the leaves be seeds and seminal parts, or rather, .excremental 
separations, we have not been able to determine. 1878 
Foster Phys. 11. i. § 1. 183 The nutritious digested material 
is separated from the indigested or excremental material, 
b. fig. (cf. Excrement 1 3). 

1591 Greene Disc. Coosnage( 1859) 4 ° Vipers of the world, 
and an excrementall reversion of sin. 1593 N ashe Christ's 
T. (1613) 159 In a damnable state are you, O ye excrementall 
vessels of lust. 

3. Pertaining to or consisting of excrements; 
concerned with or proceeding from excrements. 

1599 A. M. tr. Gabelhoiter' s Bk. Physicke 139/2 When any 
man his excrementalle intestine issueth out. 1624 Donne 
Semi. xvii. 164 a, The spitting places and excremental cor- 
ners of the Streets. 176a Lloyd Genius, Envy 4* Time 97 
Mere excremental maggots, bred In poets topsy-turvy head. 
3875 W. Houghton Sk. Brit. Insects 115 Besides excre- 
mental food they prey on insects. 1884 ■Boston (Mass.) 
Jml 15 Nov. 2/4Tn excremental contaminations especially 
lies the greatest risk [of cholera poison]. 

t Excreme'ntal, a . 2 Obs. rare. [f. Excre- 
ment 2 + -al.J Of the nature of an outgrowth or 
excrescence. 

1644 Milton A reop. (Arb.) 45 Her whitenesse is but an ex- 
crementall whitenesse. 1656 Artif. H andsom, 46 Art [the 
polling of the hair, paring the nails, etc.] doth dayly turn . . 
those things which are but excrementall, to be ornamental!. 

Excremential (ekskr/me-njal), a. rare- 1 . 
[f. Exckemknt 1 + -(i)al. Cf. Fr. excremenliel ] 
= Excremental 1. 

1847 Johnston in Proc. Berio. Nat. Club II. 226 Its 
pores are choked by excremential fluids. 

t Excreme'ntious, a. Obs. rare. [f. as prec. 
+ -(i)ous.] « Excrementitious aA 

1636 Featly Clavis Myst. liii. 740 If nature produceth. . 
precious stones of excrementious moisture. 1694 Westma- 
cott Script. Herb. 22 Green beans are cold and moist and 
excrementious, 1707 Floyer Physic. Pulse-Watch 24 Ex- 
crementious Humours, as Urine, Sweat, and hot Fumes 
from the Blood. 

Excrementitial (ekskmnenti-Jal), a. Also 
7 -all. [f. as next + -al. Cf. Fr. excrimentitiel .] 
= Excrementitious. 

1620 Venner Via Recta iii. 51 If it [veal] be too young, 
then it is ouer-moist, crude, and excrementitiall. 1837 
Bullock tr. CazeauM Midwif 230 An excrementitial part, 
charged with carbon, forms the meconium. 

Excrementitious (ekskrzmenti-Jbs), a A [f. 
assumed L. *excrementici-us (f. excrement-urn 
Excrement l) + -ous.] 

+ 1. Of the nature of the dregs or worthless part 
of any substance. Of food : Consisting largely of 
matter useless for nutrition ;== Excremental i i. 

1623 Hart A rraigiim. Ur. ii. 8 The .. excrementitious 
part of the food is voided forth. 1661 Lovell Hist. Anim. 
4- Min. Introd., The flesh of wild beasts is lesse excre- 
mentitious and dryer, than that of the tame. 

2. Of the nature of excrement or excreted matter. 

3586 Bright Melanch. xix. 118 The aged., fade in the 

execution of externall actions . . by excrementitious humi- 
ditie. 3623 Rowlandson God’s Bless. 35 Asrif mildew were 
. . an excrementitious humor. 1670 Boyle in Phil Trans. 
V. 2013 We kept the same Duckling in the same Receiver 
very cIose..to keep in the excrementitious steams of her 
body. 3744 Berkeley Siris § 30 Exhaling vessels, for 
carrying off excrementitious parts, are discovered through- 
out the whole surface of the vegetable. 17 61 Brit. Mag. 
II. 433 The scent of excrementitious animal juices, such as 
music, civet, etc. 3826 Kirby & Sp. Entomol. (1828) III. 
xxxii. 297 Almost all insects discharge some drops of an 
excrementitious fluid. 1875 Ure Diet. Arts II. 740 s. v. 
Guano, This extraordinary excrementitious deposit of cer- 
tain sea-fowls. 

Jig. 3641 Comp l, cone. Corruptions 4 * Grievances 4 
S wear© to all we must, or else be thrust out as. .excremen- 
titious burthens of the Church. 3683 D. A. Art Converse 
3p The very scum of the world, and .. the very excremen- 
titious part of mankind. 

3. Pertaining to or arising from excrement. ^[Also 
(nonce-use). Full of excrement, foul with ordure. 

1792 A Young Trav. Fr. 160 When brisk mountain gales 
do not ventilate these excrementitious lanes. 1887 Q. Rev. 
7 Jan. 209 There is indeed reason to suspect the existence 
of such excrementitious pollution of the soil. 

Plence f Excrementitiously adv.y a. so far 
as the excrementitious portion is concerned ; b. 
(nonce-use) nauseatingly, disgustingly, f Excre- 
menti-tiousness, excrementitious quality ; in 
quot. concr. 

1638 T. Whitaker Blood of Grape 44 Cold and dry in 
temper, but excrementitiously moist. 3660 Fisher R nsticks 
A larm Wks. (1679) 374 Men Excrementitiously exact and 
diligent to very Dotage. 1660 tr. Paracelsus' Archidoxis 
ii. 81 On this wise are all the voidings of the excrementi- 
tiousness of the body. 

t Excrementitious, «. 2 Obs. [f. assumed 
L. ^ excrement Jci-us ({. excrement-um Excrement 2 ) 
.+ -ous. Cf. prec.] Consisting of, or of the nature 
of, an outgrowth. 

<73645 Howell Lett. 1. xxx. 60 Hair is but an excremen- 
titious thing. 1677 Hale Prim . Orig. Man. m. iv. 266 
These [feathers] are excrementitious, and not really pans 
of the Bird. 


t Excrememtive, a. Obs. rare- 1 , [f. Ex- 
crement i + -ive.] Fitted to carry off or dis- 
charge excrement (from the body). 

1627-77 Feltham Resolves u. lit. 262 It may, indeed, be 
thought a modesty in nature, to cover those excrementive 
parts, which, left uncover'd, perhaps might offer offence. 

f Excreme*2itise 5 v. Obs. rare- 1 , [f. Ex- 
crement 1 + -ize,] intr. To void excrements. 

<71670 Wood Life 11848) 133 Inflamed with strong liquors, 
they went into the balcony., and excrementized in the 
street. 

t Excreme'ntoTlS, aA Obs. rare. [f. L. ex- 
crement-um (see Excrement 1 ) + -ous.] Pertain- 
ing t©, or of the nature of, Excrement 1 . 

1616 Surfl. & Markh. Country Farme 391 The common 
Nut hath power todrie..the excrementous moisture of all 
things whereunto it is applyed. 1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. 
Ep. 11. vi. gs The corrupt and excrementous humors in man 
are animated into lyce. 3721-1800 in Bailey, 

1 Excrememtous, aA Obs. rare- 1 , [f. L. 
excrement-itm (see Excrement 2 ) + -ous.] Per- 
taining to, or of the nature of, an outgrowth. 

3397 Lowe Chirurg. (1634) 23 Pe. Which are the Mem- 
bers called excrementous? Jo. The nailes and the haire. 

+ Excreme ntuous, a. Obs. [f. Excri-ment 1 
+ -(u)oua.j Of the nature of excrement, refuse, or 
dregs ; = Excrementitious aA 
3576 Baker Jewell of Health 4 b, When therefore . . the 
grosser and excrementuous partes abyde in the bottome of 
the Lymbecke. 3616 Surfl. tfe Markh. Country Farme 672 
Although the heronshew be a royall meate. .his flesh is full 
of excrementuous parts. 

f Excresce, excrea*se, sb. Obs. [f. next] 
A growing out ; in quots. concr . excess amount, 
increase. 

1707 Stewart Index to Scots Acts 14 (Jam.) The excresce 
of the excise or the inland salt and forraign commodities, 
etc. 17.. W. Forbes Suppl. Dec. 56 (Jam, > There hap- 
ened in the coining sometimes an excresce on the tale, of 
ve or six shillings or thereby, in one hundred pounds. 

f Excre'sce, excrea se, v. Obs. Also 6 Sc. 
excresse. [ad. L. excrescjre : cf. Increase.] inir. 
To grow out or forth; to constitute an excre- 
scence ; to increase inordinately ; to exceed what 
is usual. 

1570 B. Googe Pop. Kingd. n. (1880) 236 So hath this 
wretched kindeof men in little time excreast. 1588 A. King 
tr. Canisius f Catech. h vij, Quhilk [xi days] addit to y at 
gere quhairm it excresseis makis y iS same to exeid the com- 
mon hereof y° sone be 19 dayes. 3693 Ed. Taylor tr. Bek- 
men's Theos. Philos. 71 The Pores . . so numerous in the 
Skin, thro' which the Hairs excresce. 

Hence f Excrea-sing 1 ppl. a. 

1578 Banister Hist. Man 2 a, When a bone in any 
part, stretcheth forth his substance in excreasing maner. 
3671 True Nonconf. 145 How this excresing power should 
have crept into the whole Church. 

Excrescence (ekskre-sens). Also 6 excres- 
sen.ee. [ad, L. excrescentia, f. excrescent-em : see 
Excrescent and -ence. Cf. Fr. excrescence.] 
f 1. The action of growing out or forth. Also, 
immoderate growth, overflow, abnormal increase. 
.1533 Pellenden Livy v. (1822) 409 Thare gudis war mul- 
tiplyit be excrescence of the proflitt that thay have won. 
1615 Crookk Body of Man 83 There is a double limit, be- 
yond which the excrescence of the Haire dooth not pro- 
ceede. 3649 Selden Laws Eng. i. xt. (1739) 60 This Island 
..became a common Sewer to the Excrescence of those 
Eastern peoples. 1677 Hale Prim. Orig. Man. 11. ix. 225 
Our annual Winters correct the excrescence of Insects. 
3752 D. Campbfxl in Scots Mag. (1753) July 347/3 The said 
excrescence of the rents of that farm would, .be accounted 
for to them. 

t b. = Efflorescence 4. Obs. 

1718 J. Chamberlayne Relig. Philos. III. xxvli. § 12 The 
Excrescence of Salt-Petre from old Walls made of Mortar 
and Stone. 

c. Of a feeling, etc. : Exuberant outburst ; exu- 
berance. Now rare. In early use : f Overblown 
pride ; swagger. 

1629 in Biblioth. Regia 28 The insolence and excrescence 
of the Popish pretended clergy. 1648 Milton Observ. Art. 
Peace Wks. (1838) 563 Of such like. stuff we meet not any 
where with more excrescence then in his own lavish Pen. 
<2 3667 Jer. Taylor tW.), Excrescences of joy. 3768 John- 
son Pref. to Shafts, in Wks. (1787) IX. 281 The exuberant 
excrescence of his diction I have often lopped. 3867 A 
Barry Sir C. Barry vi. 232 The excrescences of that ardent 
desire for perfection. 

2. Something that grows out; a natural out- 
growth or appendage. Now somewhat rare. 

3633 T. Adams Exp. 2 Pet. ii. 20 Even these excrescences 
[hairs] are ornaments. 3664 Power Exp. Philos . 1 . 8 Nature 
having imp’d her [Butterfly’s] wings.. with these plumeous 
excrescences. 1782 W. F. Maktyn Geog. Mag. I. 38 Nor 
ever cutting their hair or nails to whatever length these 
excrescences may grow. 1849 Ruskin Sev. Lamps vi. § 15. 
177 Their character of sublimity passes into excrescences ; — 
into mane and beard as in the lion. 1873 Darwin Desc. Man 
II. xii. 35 These horns consist of an excrescence of bone 
covered with a smooth sheath. 

fig. a 1681 Glanvill Semu on 1 Pet. i. 22 (1681) 122 
Shall we lose a. Limb for an Excrescence, or. .an Essential 
of Religion for that which is but accessary? 1755 Young Cen- 
taur Wks. 1757 IV. iv. 191 They are mere excrescences to 
the good man/s happiness ; and he has no more feeling in 
them than in his hair, or his nail. 1768-74 Tucker Lt. 
Nat. (1852) 1 . 42 Have we not motives for those excrescences 
of action? 3868 M. Patttson Academ. 0 rg. fi 253 The 
professor was an excrescence on the examination 'system* 


EXCRESCENT. 

3. An abnormal, morbid, or disfiguring out- 
growth ; a disfiguring protuberance or swelling on 
an animal or vegetable body. 

3578 Lyte Dodoens 1. xli. 61 Wartes, and such like 
excressence, or superfluous out growings. 1599 l see 
Alienate ppl. a. 2}. 1683 tr. Willis* Rem. Med. Wks. 

Voc., Excrescences . . warts or pieces of flesh. a 368® 
Sir T. Browne Tracts 60 This is no proper Berry, but a 
kind of Vessicular excrescence. 1713 Chkselpen A nat. 1. 
i. 1 1726) 7 Bony excrescences upon the bones are frequent. 
3752 Berkeley Tar-Water Wks. 1871 III. 300 Tumours, 
wens, and preternatural excrescences. 3807 J. E. Smith 
Phys. Bot. 346 Many of our Widows bear round excre- 
scences, as large as peas, on their leaves, 3844 Dufton 
Deafness 97 Fungous excrescences [of the ear] may be re- 
moved either by the forceps or the knife, 
b. transf and fig. 

a 1680 Butler Rem. (1759) I. 226 Pedantry is but . . A 
stupified Excrescence, like a Wen, Fed by the peccant 
Humours of learn’d Men. 1796 Mouse Amer. Geog. I. 378 
A room, .from the upper part of which are dependent many 
excrescences, 1839 Murchison Silur. Syst. 1. xxxvL 498 
An irregular excrescence from the main ridge of trap. 1871 
B. Taylor Faust (1875) I. 318 note. The piece [Qberon and. 
Titania’s golden wedding] can only be regarded as an ex- 
crescence. 

Excrescency (ekskre*sensi). Also 6-7 -sy„ 
-sie. [f. as prec. : see -ency.] 

1. Excrescent state or condition ; the quality or 
fact of growing out or forth ; abnormal or exces- 
sive development; an instance of the same, f in 
early use also ; An exuberant outburst, an extra- 
vagance. 

3638 Featley Strict. Lyndom. 11, 12 The excrescensie 
and superabundance of Saints satisfactions. 3649 J ER * 
Taylor Gt. Exemp. Exhort. § 7 Some Saints have had 
excrescendes and eruptions of holiness in the instances 
of uncommanded duties. Ibid. 1, ii. § 25 Our Fasts . . 
and all exteriour acts of religion are to be guided by our 
Superiour, if he sees cause to asswage any excrescencie. 
1650 Bulwer Anthropomet. 172 The Deduction and Mo- 
deration of their [the Nails’] Excrescencie to a just exten- 
dure. a 3661 Holyday Juvenal 149 An extraordinary 
excrescency of bones below, . the rump bone. 1748 tr. Vege- 
tius* Dzstemp. Horses 202 If there is an Excrescency of 
Flesh, you shall boil Grass with Oil and put it in it. 
f 2. Something that is excrescent; an outgrowth; 
— Excrescence 2 . Often applied to fungi. Obs. 

1543 Raynold Byrth Mankynde 146 Warts and suche lyke 
excrescensys on the face. 3597 Gerard Herbal ebrii. 1384 
The earthie excrescendes, called Mushrums. 1648 Hunt- 
ing of Fox s Pruned of their luxuriant excrescendes. 3646 
J. Hall Poems Pref., A Mushrome though but an excres- 
cency, well drest is no poyson, but a Salad. 3653-5 H. More 
Antid. Ath. 11. xi. (3712) 73 The red pugger’d attire of the 
Turky, and the long Excrescency that hangs down over his 
Bill. 1704 Swift Bait. Bks. (tjjx) 246 Excrescendes in 
form of Teats. 1736 Bailey, Excrescency, that which 
sticks to or grows upon another thing, as cat's tails upon a 
nut tree, etc. 

f 3. An abnormal, morbid, or unsightly out- 
growth ;= Excrescence 3 . Obs. 

3641 Milton Reform, n. (1851) 43 A huge and monstrous 
Wen little lesse then the Head it selfe, growing to it by 
a narrower excrescency. 1693 Ray Creation (1703) ir. 236 
A large Wen upon our Faces . . or any the like superfluous 
Excrescency. 

b. transf. and fig. 

1649 Milton Eikon. xL (1851) 424 Hee. .would have onely 
the excrescendes of evil prun'd away for the present, a 3677 
Barrow Serm . ^ Wks. 1716 I. 358 Oaths as they commonly 
pass are mere excrescensies of speech. 1733 Guardian No. r 
? 5 Ambition, lust, envy, and revenge are excrescendes of 
the mind. 3756-83 J. Warton Ess. Pope (17821 1 , iii. 132 
The two last books of the Iliad may be thought not to be 
excrescendes but essential to the poem. 

Excrescent (ekskre'sent), a. Also 6 ex- 
eressent. [ad. L. excrescent-em, pr. pple. of ex- 
crescere : see Excresce v.] 

1. f a. gen. That grows out. Const, (obs.). 
b. Bot. of a peduncle (see quot. 1857 ). 

3650 Bulwer Anthropomet. 172 The excrescent, super- 
crescent, and ever-crescent parts. 1677 Hale Prim. Orig . 
Man. in. ii. 257 The first spontaneous production of Men. . 
■was in certain Folliculi or Bladders, excrescent from the 
Earth. 1779 Projects in Nat . Hist. 307/2 They will wash 
this excrescent substance off. 3834-43 Southey Doctor 
(1862) 24 Matter will arise contingent to the story . . or ex- 
crescent from it. 2857 Henfrey Bot. § 339 Sometimes the 
peduncles undergo expansion during the ripening of the 
seeds, so as to form part of the fruit ; such an inflorescence 
or peduncle is called excrescent 

2. fa. Growing in excess or beyond normal 
limits ; excessive (obs.). b. Growing abnormally 
out of something else ; constituting an excrescence 5 
redundant, superfluous. 

*633 T. Adams Exp. 2 Peter ii. 13 We pare off such ex- 
crescent blemishes that the body may be perfect. 1657 
Tomlinson Renou’s Disp. 69 The virtue of chrysocal is., to 
cohibit excrescent flesh. 2671 True Nonconf. 153 Their 
Immediate successors are against your Prelatick excrescent 
power, 1697 Potter Antiq. Greece iv. x. (1725) 248 She 
from the Fore-head of a new foal’d Colt Th* excrescent 
Lump doth seek. 1733 Pope Ess. Man 11. 49 Expunge the 
whole, or lop the excrescent parts [of Science], 18 86 F. 
Ford in Mag. of Art Nov. 8 There is an excrescent struc- 
ture of wood stuck on to the walk 

3. Constituting an excess over the normal quantity. 
Formerly, spec, in Chronology. 

2609 Holland Amm. Marcel xxvl i. 456 note, The odde 
day which everie fourth yeare arising out of the six excres- 
cent howers in each yeare, maketh the leape yeare. a x6$4 


EXCRESCEKTIAL. 


EXCRUCIATING. 


Selden Fortescue's JDe Laud. Reg. (1672) 128 The foure 
excrescent quadrants of a day in the Julian yeare were and 
are, at the end of every four years space, put into one day. 
5832 Chalmers Pol. Earn, vii, 220 The excrescent, or the 
superinduced population. 

b. Gram . Of a sound in a word : Having no 
etymological value, but developed by the influence 
of euphony. 

1868 Key Philol. Essays 204 Excrescent Consonants. 1 
have thought it desirable to ask for one [a new grammatical 
term] .. because the ordinary term ‘ epenthesis ’ seems to 
have been formed on a false theory. 2882 Skeat Etym. 
Did. s. v. Sound y The final d. .is excrescent, just as in the 
vulgar gownd for gown. 

Bxcreseential (ekskrese'njal), a. [f. L, ex- 
crescent! a (see Excrescence) + -al»] Of the 
nature of an excrescence , redundant. 

2849 Ruskin Sev. Lamps vi. § 15. 177 Mane and heard as in 
the lion. .are. .excrescential characters. a 1864 Hawthorne 
Eng. Note-bks. (1879) IX, 183 The vestry . . occupies that 
excrescential edifice. 

Excrescentrtions (ekskresentrjbs'), a. rare— 1 , 
[badly f. Excrescent + -itious; after adventitious l\ 
Of the nature of an excrescence. 

1833 New Monthly Mag. XXXVIII. 389^ This wart on 
the ‘great wen ’ is as distinct and excrescentitious as if, etc. 

Excress, -ence, -ent, obs. ff. Excresce, etc. 
t Excre’ssiou. Obs, Also 7 excrescion, 
-sion. [A non -etymological formation (for Ex- 
cretion ) on L. excrescere. Cf. Concression.] An 
outgrowth*, « Excretion 2 . 

3610 Markham Masterp. n, cxxix. 430 Such hones, knobs, 
or bunches, are called excresions. 1623-6 Cocker am, Ex- 
crescion, 1635 Markham Faithful Farrier (1638) 102 Any 
bony excression.. upon any member of an Horse ; as Splint, 
Spaven. 3725 Bradley Fam. Diet, s v. Rules , If there 
are hard knots on the outside, they ara screws or excressions. 
Jig, 3647 J* Lawnind Putney Projects 39 Those excres- 
sions of nature, the great Lawyers. 

II Excreta (ekskrrta). [Lat, ; neut. pi. of pa. 
pple. of excemire : see Excern, Excrete.] Ex- 
creted matters ; the waste expelled from the animal 
body; now often limited to the faeces and urine, 
or to the former only. 

3857 Livingstone Tran. xxx. 614 The excreta had been 
expelled a full yard from the orifice. 1877 Erichsen Surg. 
1. 8 The lungs and skin, .are unable to set free their excreta. 
2878 Huxley Physiogr . 227 The smoke and ashes of the 
animal are.. the faecal and urinary excreta. 

Excrete (ekskrrt), v. [f. L. excret- ppl. stem 
of excernere, f. ex- out + cernere to separate, sift. 
See Excern.] 

1 . trans. Of* animals and plants or their organs : 
To separate (chiefly waste matters) from the vital 
fluids preparatory to discharging from the system ; 
to separate and expel from the system through 
the emunctory organs ; often used with reference 
to the process of expulsion merely. 

1 668 Phil. Trans . III. 890 Nature copiously excretes 
by the Reins. , a liquor . . compounded of Aqueous, Saline, 
Sulphury, and other particles. 1720 W. Gibson Diet. 
Horses iv. (ed. 3) 58 Things excreted and retained. 1802 
Paley Nat. Theol. xix. (1803) 366 Slime excreted by the 
animal’s skin. 2836 Todd Cycl. Anat. I, 401/1 A sanguin- 
eous fluid is excreted from the bladder. 1859 Darwin Grig, 
Epee. iv. (1873V 73 Certain plants excrete sweet juice. 1880 
Haughton Phys. Geog. iii. 79 Animals ..live by absorbing 
oxygen and excreting carbonic acid, 
t b. intr. for rejl. with forth. 

3620 Venner Via Recta (1650) 301 Vaporous fumes that 
excrete forth from the brain. 

C. absol. (In quot. 1 83 2 humorously for { spit \) 
183a Blachw. Mag. XXXI. 830 English ‘commercial 
gentlemen ' excrete in spit-boxes. 1873 Huxley Phys. i. 15 
The body feeds, and it excretes. 1881 Mivart Cat 232 
The lungs excrete. 

t' 2 . Of drugs, etc,, and of personal agents: To 
cause the excretion of. Also with forth, out. Obs. 

3620 Venner Via Recta 11. 36 It . . maketh the body solu- 
ble, by excreting forth of yellow cholericke humors. 
ibid. vii. 119 They loose the belly, and excrete out choler. 
1652 Biggs New Disp. r 187 Adequate meanes to excrete 
the catarrhous matter. 

Hence Excreted ppl. a., sifted out and dis- 
charged. Excre ter, that which excretes or dis- 
charges. Excreting 1 vbl. sb. and ppl. a. 

180a Paley Nat. Theol. xiii.Wks. 1825 III. 145 The nature 
and quality of the excreted substance, 18^4-57 G.Bird Urin. 
Deposits (ed. 5) 449 This remarkable critical increase in the 
excreted solids of the urine is observed. 3849 J. F. John- 
ston Exp. Agrie. 32 Excreting is the final function exer- 
cised by the animal in reference to its food, 3852-9 Todd 
Cycl. Anat. IV. 843/2 The skin is. .an active excreter of free 
phosphoric .. adds. 1:855 H. Spencer Princ. Psychol. (1872) 
1. 1. v. 92 The excreting structures of the skin. 

Excretes (ekskrfTs), jA fl. rare— 1 . Angli- 
cized form of Excreta. 

3883 B. W. Richardson Prevent. Med. vii. 281 The grand 
outlet for the nitrogenous excretes of the animal body, 
f Excre*tie, a. Obs . rare— 1 , [f. L. excret- 
after Gr. analogies : cf. eccritic.] Of or pertain- 
ing to excretion. 

3632 Ettchir. Med. iii. 74 Panting, .of the heart, .is caused 
from the Excreticke facultie, which doth endeavour to ex- 
clude that which is hurtful!. 

Excre, till (ekskrfrtin). Chem. Also 9 -ine. 
[f. L. excret - (see Excrete 0.),^ + -in.] (See quots.) 

*$54 Proc. Royal Soc . VII. 153 This crystalline body the 
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author [W. Marcet] proposes to call Excretine. 2889 Mor- 
i.ey & Muir Watts’ Did. Chem. II. 53 0 / 1 Excretm 
CaoHagO. Obtained by exhausting fresh excrements with 
boiling alcohol and leaving the solution to stand for a 
week . . 100 pounds of fresh excrements yielded 8 grams of 
pure excretm.. 

Excretion 1 (ekskrrjhn). [(? a. Fr. excretion) 
ad. L. excretion-em , n. of action f. excernere to 
sift out, separate : see Excrete.] 

The action or process of excreting. 

1 . Separation of animal products (chiefly, those 
useless for nutrition) from the blood. 

1605 Timme Quersit. iii. 148 Excretion, or separating Jn 
bodies of superfluities and excrements. 1691 Ray Creation 
11. (1692V ns The constant separation and excretion whereof 
[Urine] is necessary for the preservation of Life. 1733 Ar- 
buthnot A liments 14 The common Symptoms of the Ex- 
cretion of the Bile being vitiated, are a yellowish Colour 
of the Skin . . a loss of Appetite, [etc.] 1839 Todd Cycl. 
Anat. V. 488/2 Calcareous integument formed by excretion. 

b. An analogous process in plants. 

1862 Darwin Fertil. Orchids vi. 278 The secretion acts 
also , . as an excretion. 3876 — Cross- Fertil . x. 403 The 
excretion [of a sweet fluid] manifestly depends on changes 
in the sap. 

c. Of the teeth : The (supposed) formation of 
the teeth by matter i excreted 9 from the pulp. 
Hence attrib. in excretion-theory. 

x8ia Cuvier Les Ossemens Fossiles, Elephans 65 Les 
substances dont se composent les dents se forment toutes 
par excretion et par couches, transited. 4, 1835)198 Formed 
by excretion and by layers. 1839 Nasmyth Research. Teeth 
28 He [Cuvier] holds that the different substances which 
constitute the teeth are formed by excretion and in layers. 
1854 Owen Skel. Teeth (1855)292 The ‘excretion theory* 
of dental development. 

2 . The action of casting out of the body that 
which has been separated by any of the organs; 
esp. evacuation of the bowels. 

1640 Erotomania 51 Excretion, or Retention. 1645 Milton 
Tetrach. (1851) 170 The fleshly act.. . beeing at best but an 
animal excretion. 1658 Rowland Moufet’s Tkeat. Ins. 1122 
Children are continually provoked to excretion. 1732 Ar- 
buthnot Rules of Diet 274 What stimulates and promotes 
the Excretion of the Blood. 1865 Englishman's Mag. Oct. 
297 A common central aperture, through which the functions 
of secretion and excretion are carried on. 

8 . concr. That which is separated and ejected 
from the body. 

3630 B rath wait Eng. Gentl. (1641) 60 None held it then 
a grace to have, .the very excretions of beasts to sent them. 
#1682 Sir T. Browne 'Tracts 113 In hawks and cormorants 
I have sometimes observed bloody excretions. 1803 Paley 
Nat. Theol. xix. (1803) 366 The aptness of this excretion 
[slime] to the purpose. ^ 1842 Abdy. Water Cure (1843) 21 
A slight yellow excretion, by which morbific matter is 
eliminated. 3872 Huxley Phys. i. 3 Those products which 
are thrown out of the body, and are called excretions. 

T Excre tion 2 . Obs. [as if ad. L. ^excretion- 
em, n. of action f. excrescire to grow out or forth, 
f. ex- out + crescere to grow.] a. The action of 
growing out or forth, b. concr. Anything that 
grows out (whether naturally or abnormally) in 
animals or plants; — Excrement 2 , Excrescence. 
Alsoy^*. 

3632-5 Bp. Hall Contempt., 0 . T. x. v, [Samson] had 
ceased to be a Nazarite. .not for the want of that excretion 
[his hair]. 1627-77 Felth am Resolves n. xlv. 247 The ex- 
cretions of the Body grow but insensibly. 3633 T. Adams 
Exp. 2 Peter x. i6_From her .. shave and pare off., those 
superfluous excretions of sin. 3725 Bradley Fam. Did. 
s. v. Splint , The Cure of all Splints and honey Excretions, 

Excretionary (ekskrrjbnari), a. [f. Excre- 
tion 1 + -art.] Of, pertaining to, or of the nature 
of excretion. 

1872 Huxley Phys. i. 16 These excretionary matters are 
separated from the blood by the excretory organs. 

Excr etrtious, a. 1 rare- 1 , [f. L. excret- ppl. 
stem of excemire : see Excretion 1 and -itious.] 
Of the nature of excreta ; = Excrementitious a.l 

c 3865 in Circ . Sc., Uric acid, with other excretitious 
matters. 

Excr etrtious, a. 2 rare. [f. L. excret- ppl. 
stem of excrescere : see Excretion 2 and -itious.] 
Of the nature of an outgrowth. 

1820-7 Bentham Whs.(xZ^) II. 82 An excretitious suit is 
a suit which has grown out of a former one. Ibid. VI. 379 
This excretitious crime. 

Excretive (ekskrrtiv), a. [f. L. excret- (see 
Excrete v.) + -ive, repr. L. type *excretivus.'] 
Having the power or function of excreting or pro- 
moting excretion. 

3666 G. Harvey Mori, Angl. 25 Some.. fault in the Ex- 
cretive faculty of the parts. 2673 Lister in Phil. Trans. 
VIII. 6062 Excretive glanduls. 1707 Curios, in Husb. <§• 
Card. 240 It has a nutritive, .excretive, expulsive Faculty. 
3775 in Ash ; and in mod. Diets. 

Excretolic (ekskntflik), a. Chem. Also 
excretole-ic. [f. Excret-in + -ol (see Carbolic) 
+ -ic.] In Excretolic acid, ‘a fatty acid, ob- 
tained by Marcet from the alcoholic extract of 
human excrements* (Watts Diet. Chem.). 

3867 A Flint Physiol. Man 11. 399 The substance 
called excretoleic acid is very indefinite in its composition 
and properties. 1878 Kingzett Anim. Chem. 82. 

Excretory (ekskrrtsri, e-kskrztori), a. and sb. 
Phys. [f. L. excret - (see Excrete v.) + -ory. Cf. 
Fr. excr Moire.] A. adj. 


1. Having the function of excreting; pertaining 
to or connected with the process of excretion. 
Excretory duct , vessel , etc, : one which either in an 
animal or plant conveys the excretion to the sur- 
face, as the lachrymal duct, or into a prepared 
cavity, as the bile duct. 

1681 tr. Willis' Rem. Med. Whs. Voc. 1684 Boyle 
Porousn . Anim. <§• Solid Bod. iii. 11 The Orifices of small 
excretory vessels. 1708 Keill Anim. Secretion 131 The 
Water passes off through the Pores or Excretory Ducts 
of the Plant. 1839-47 Todd Cycl. Anat. III. 3151 The 
excretory outlet. 1854 Woodward Molhtsca 11. 167 Re- 
spiratory and excretory orifices. 1883 Fortn. Rev. Feb. 
197 The excretory function was admirably active. 

2. Of the nature of excreta. 

3878 Bell Gegenbauejf Comp. Anat. 46 Gaseous ex- 
cretory matters are eliminated from the organism for the 
respiratory organs. 

B. sb. An excretory vessel or duct, 

3715 Cheyne Philos . Princ. Relig. 1. 134 The other Ex- 
cretories of the Body. 3741 Monro Anat. (ed. 31 57 One 
can squeeze out of their Excretories a mucilaginous Liquor. 
1805 W. Saunders Min. Waters 5 The morbid saline parts 
[are] carried off by the excretories. 

Escribe, var. form of Exscribe. 
t Excrrminate, V. Obs. rare. [f. L. ex- 
out (see Ex- pref. 1 ) + ertmin - stem of crimen 
accusation, charge + -ate 3.] trans. To clear 
from an imputation ; to shift an imputation from, 
(a person) upon (another) ; in quot. rejl. 

3661 Marvell Corr. xxix. Whs. 1872-5 II. 71, I had 
rather, .undergoe any blame then to. .excriminate my selfe 
upon any one of you. 17 96 Coleridge Watchman 92 To 
excriminate themselves in the opinion of the public. 

Excruciable (ekskrz7*Jiab’l\ a. [ad. L. ex- 
cntcidbilis, f. excruciare : see Excruciate v. and 
-able.] Capable of being tormented ; liable, sub- 
ject to, or deserving of torture. 

3731-6 Bailey (folio), Excruciable , worthy to be tormented. 
3831 Hogg in Blachw. Mag. XXIX. 916 The greedy heart 
On which the gnawing worm of avarice Preyed, .straining 
every sense To that excruciable and yearning core. 

t Excru ciament. Obs. rare- 1 , [as if ad. 
L. * excruciament- um , f. excruciare : see Excru- 
ciate v .] = Excruciation. 

1599 Nashe Lenten Stujfe 65 To this wild of sorrowes 
and excruciament she was confined, either to be held a flat 
thornback, or sharp pricking dog-fish, etc. 

t Excrirciate, ppl. a. Obs. [ad. L. excrucidt- 
us, pa. pple. of excruciare : see next.] a. * Ex- 
cruciated ppl a. b. a* Excruciating ppl. a. 

a 3615 Beaumont & Fletcher (W.), Would she sit thus 
then excruciate? 3615 Chapman Odyss. vii. 398 My heart, 
long time excruciate, Amongst the leaves I rested all that 
night. 3773 J. Ross Fratricide iMS.) 11. 620 Excruciate 
pains Seiz’d on our Father’s frame. 

Excruciate (ekskr£-JVt), v. Also 7 excru- 
ciat, -tiat(e. [f. L. excrucidt - ppl. stem of ex- 
ci'ucidre , f. ex- intensive (see HJL-prefJ z) +cruci- 
are to torment, f. cruc-em cross.] 

1. fa. lit. To subject to torture, put on the rack, 
etc.; jig. to ‘rack’ (one’s brains) {obs.). b. transf. 
To cause intense pain to, torment acutely (a per- 
son’s senses). Often hyperbolical. 

3570 Levins Manip. 41 To Excruciate, excruciare. 1593 
Nashe Christ's T. (1623! 154 They.. by pining and excru- 
ciating their bodies, liue in hell here on earth, to auoid the 
hell neuer ending. 1593 — Four Lett. Confut. 56 You 
shall not excruciate your braine to be conceited and haue 
no wit. 1623 Cockeram in, Perillus. .invented a brazen 
Bull, .made redhot to torment and excruciate malefactors. 
3717 Bullock W<nn. a Riddle i. i, May convulsions seize and 
excruciate my optick nerves. 1830 Miss Mitford Village 
Ser. iv, (1863) 256 The bassoon, on which George Evans was 
wont, .to excruciate the ears of the whole congregation. 

2. fig. To torture mentally, inflict extreme mental 
anguish upon. 

2586 Marlowe i st Pt. Tamburl 1. i, This . . doth excru- 
ciate The very substance of my vexed soul 1612 Markham 
Countr. Content, x. xi. (1668) 61 He must., neither vex nor 
excruciate himself with losses or mischances. 1655-60 
Stanley Hist. Philos. (1701) 627/2 He neither blunts his 
mind, nor excrutiats it with cares. 1758 Johnson Idler 
No. 47 1* 17 If a customer talks longer than he is willing, to 
hear, he will complain that he has been excruciated with 
unmeaning verbosity. 1879 Froude Caesar xxvi. 445 He 
described himself as excruciated with anxiety. 

absol. i6j53 Charleton Ephes. Cimm. Matrons 11. (2668) 
44 Their joys are infested with such calamities, that they 
excruciate. 

Hence Excruciated ppl. a. , tormented, tortured. 

§ 92 Minstrel (2793) I. 80 Oh my excruciated heart 1 

xcruciatxng (ekskrirj*i,^tig), ppl. a. [f. 
prec. + -ING-.] That excruciates or causes ex- 
treme pain or anguish, whether bodily or mental ; 
tormenting, torturing, agonizing. Const, to. 

1664 H. More Myst. Iniq. xx. 75 The excruciating fear 
of a worse then Pagan Purgatory. 1770 Goldsm. Life 
Bolingbroke Wks. (Globe) 467/2 A cancer in his cheek, by 
which excruciating disease he died./ 2791 Boswell John- 
son an. 2756(1831) I. 299 That most difficult and excruciating 
question, the Origin of Evil. 2833 1 . Taylor Fanat.yx. 179 
Excruciating deaths ; especially empalement or crucifixion. 
i860 Tyndall Glac. 1. xxiii. 161 The biting of the hydro- 
carbons was excruciating to the eyes. , 
b. hyper helically, in- humorous use. 

2819 Campbell Spec. Brit. Poet sill. 2 He [Drayton] is 
a less excruciating hunter of conceits [than Cowley]. 2824 
W. Irving T. Trav. I. 348 Blunders in sense aind sound, 
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that were excruciating to an author's ears. 1865 Miss j 
Braddon Only a, Clod u 6 If there's one thing in the world 
that’s more excruciating than another, it's that fellow's 
cheerfulness. 1876 M. Davies Unorth. Lond. 26 An excru- 
ciating chorus having been performed. 

Excruciatingly (ekskrzrjVitirjli), adv. [f. 
prec. + ~ly 2 .] To an excruciating degree ; in 
an extremely painful manner. Often hyperbolically 
in humorous use. 

1808 Ann. Reg. 1806, 878 His sarcasm was. .excruciatingly* 
severe, 1838 Dickens Nick. Nick, xxxiv, Why is she so 
excruciatingly beautiful ? 1861 Bumstead Ven. Dis. (1879) 
182 Emissions., which are excruciatingly painful. 1863 Miss 
Braddon Sir Jasper xxxiii, A negro melody of an excru- 
ciatingly lively character. 

Excruciation (ekskr£:si,^*Jbn). [ad. L. ex- 
cruciatidn-em , n. of action f. excrucidre : see Ex- 
cruciate v.] The action of causing or the state 
of suffering extreme pain ; an instance of this. 

16x8 T. Gainsford Hist. P. Wai'beck in Select. Harl. 
Misc. (1793) 61 After she had lived a while in .. excruciation 
both of soul and body, 1627-77 F eltham Resolves 11, lvii. (T. ), 
The thwartings, and the excruciations of life. 1646 Gaule 
Cases Consc. 191 Can his excruciation be a sufficient cause 
for our execution? 1885 G. Meredith Diana II, i. 5 The 
doom of men to excruciation in endlessness. 

Excruciator (ekskn?Ji|<?it3i). rare. [ad. L. 
excrucidtor, agent-n. f. excrueidre to Excruciate.] 
One who excruciates ; a tormentor. 

1864 Realm 20 Apr. 8 Signor Sivori . . turned round upon 
his excruciators, and stamped most furiously. 

Excrustation (ekskmtei-Jbn), rare. [ad. 
med.L. excrustdtion-em f. excrust are, f. ex- (see Ex- 
prefX) + crusta Crust, covering.] The stripping a 
book of its covering of precious metal. 

1844 Maitland Dark Ages Ess. xiii. 218 Charity and 
need, as well as cupidity were likely to produce what was 
then termed excrustation, and to risk . . the destruction of 
the manuscript. [Maitland refers in footnote to Pit. Ald- 
kehni , Die uno xii textus Evangeliorum. ,et auro nudata et 
excrustata sunt.] 

Excubaut (e*kski«bant), a. rare (pedantic). 
[ad. JL. excubant-em , pr. pple. of excubare to lie on 
guard, f. ex- out + cubare to lie down.] Keeping 
watch. 

1831 T. L. Peacock Crotchet Castle xviii. i 85 The enemy 
may be still excubant ; and we had better not disperse till 
daylight. 

t Excuba*tiou. Obs.- 0 [ad. L .excubdtion-em, 
n. of action f. excubare : see prec.] The action 
of watching or of keeping guard. 

1623 in Cocker am ; 2731-2800 in Bailey. 
t ExcirMtor. Ohs. rare ~ K [a. L. excubitor 
watchman, agent-n. f. excubare : see Excubant^.] 

A watchman, sentinel. 

1775 G. White in Phil. Trans. LXV. 261 The swallow, .is 
the excubitor to the house-martins .. announcing the ap- 
proach of birds of prey. 

E'xcudate, v. rare, [badly f. L. excud-ere (see 
next) + -ate 3 .] trans. — next 

1831 Fraser's Mag. III. 748 The world would have need 
of consolation, should a single sentence excudated in such 
a smiddy peradventure escape record. 

+ Excirde, v. Obs ~ 0 [ad. L. excud-Ire, f. ex- 
out + cudere to strike, beat.] trans. * To beat or 
Strike out; to find out with study* (Blount Glos - 
sogr. 1674). 1773 in Ash. 

t ExcnTcate, v. Obsr - 0 [f. L. exculcdt - ppl. 
stem of exculcd-re, f. ex- (see Ex-pref. 1 ) + calca-re : 
see Calcate.] trans. To tread or trample out. 
1656-81 in Blount Glossogr. 1721-61 in Bailey. 

Hence Exculca tion, the action of treading out. 

S 30-6 in Bailey (folio) ; 1773 in Ash. 

xculp, var. of Exsculp v. Obs. 

Exculpable (ekskzrlpab’l), a. rare. [f. Ex- 
culp-ate v. + -able.] Capable of being excul- 
pated or freed from blame or accusation. 

1646 Buck Rich. HI, in. Contents, How the Sonnes of 
King Edward came by their deaths: King Richard Excul- 
pable thereof. Hence 1827 in Todd ; and in mod. Diets. 

Exculpate (ekskzrip/t), ppl. a. [f. next : see 
-ate -.] Declared guiltless ; free from blame. 

1814 Cary Dante (Chandos) 227 These spirits stood excul- 
pate. 1830 W. Phillips Mt. Sinai iv. 163 Casting on his 
peers The burden of their mutual sin. Himself exculpate. 

Exculpate (e-ksk^lp^t, ekskzrip^t), v. [f. 
Ex- prefix + L. culp-a blame + -ate 3 . Cf. It. 
scolpare, med.L. *exculpdre implied in exculpatio 
(Du Cange).] 

1 . tram. To free from blame ; to declare free 
from guilt ; to clear from an accusation or blame. 

1656-81 [see i b], 1731 in Bailey. 1758-0 Lowth Life 
Wykeham v. 156 Men who had been . . punished in the par- 
liament of 1376, and who had gotten themselves exculpated 
in the succeeding parliament. 1841 James Brigand xx, She 
exculpates me from blame in this matter. 1850 Geotb 
Greece 11. lxii, The latter stood exculpated on both charges. 

reft. 1748 Richardson Clarissa (J.\ A good child will not 
seek to exculpate herself at the expence of the most revered 
characters. 1809-10 Coleridge Friend (1865) no From 
this charge of inconsistency I shall best exculpate myself 
by the full statement of the third system. 1863 Mrs. Oli- 
phant Salem Ch. iv. 63 Poor Vincent made a hasty effort 
to exculpate himself from the soft impeachment, 
t b, intr. for refl. Obs . rare. 

1656-81 Blount Glossogr Exculpate, to cleer ones self of 
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a fault. 2780 Burke Corr. (1844) II. 315 To be over earnest 
in endeavours to exculpate, previous to accusation, would 
impiy [etc.]. 1783 — Ref. Affairs India Wks, XL 326 

Doubts whether the refusal to exculpate by oath can be 
used., to infer any presumption of guilt. 

2 . Of things : fa. To serve as an excuse for; 
to justify. Obs. rare. b. To furnish, ground for 
exculpating. Const, from. 

1706 Phillips (ed. Kersey) s. v,, Good meaning will never 
exculpate bund and Superstitious Devotion. 2783 Burke 
Rep- Affairs India Wks. XI. 132 Evidence, which may 
tend to criminate, or exculpate, every person. 1875 Farrar 
oeekers 1. vv. 83 The tenor of his life has sufficient weight to 
exculpate him from an unsupported accusation. 

Exculpation. (ekskarip^jhn). [f. prec. vb. : 
see -ation.] The action of exculpating or clear- 
ing from blame, or from an alleged crime ; an in- 
stance of this ; a ground or means of exculpating ; 
an excuse or a vindication. 

a 1715 Burnet Own Time an. 1684 (R.) In Scotland the 
law allows of an exculpation, by which the prisoner is suf- 
fered before his trial to prove the thing to be impossible. 
1751 Smollett Per. pic. (1779) I. xviii, 159 She maintained 
a sort of ceremonious distance, which she thought requisite 
. .for her own exculpation. 1752 J. Louthian Form of Pro- 
cess ied. 2) 100 To bear . .Witnessing . . anent the said Com- 
plaiper's Innocence and Exculpation of the Crime libelled 
against him. 1788 Reid Act. Powers iv. vi. 619 The mad- 
ness of a. short fit of passion.. is incapable of proof; and 
therefore is not admitted in human tribunals as an exculpa- 
tion. 1828 Scott F. M. Perth xxx, Ramorny did not 
attempt an exculpation. 1873 Symonds Grk. Poets viii, 238 
Without seeking to offer any exculpation for what offends 
us in the moral sensibilities of the Greeks. 

b. Letters of exculpation (in Sc. Law ) : a war- 
rant issued to a defender in a criminal prosecution 
for citing witnesses in his defence. 

1773 Erskine l ns tit. Law Scotl. (2838) iv. v. 1123 Letters 
of exculpation are granted of course, at the suit of a defender 
in a criminal trial, for citing witnesses, etc. 1862 in W. 
Bell Diet. Law Scotl. 354/2. 

Exculpative (ekekzrlpativ), a. rare- 1 , [f. 
Exculpate v. : see -ative.] Intended to excul- 
pate. 

1827 Bentham Ration. Evid. Wks. (1843] VI. 155 In 
England, scarcely any crime is so common as that of excul- 
pative perjury. 

Exculpatory (ekskzripatari), a. [f. as prec. 
+ -ory.] Of statements, evidence, etc. : Adapted 
or intended to clear from blame or a charge of 
guilt ; apologetic, vindicatory. Const, of 
2770-81 Johnson L. P., Pope Wks. IV. 58 He wrote an 
exculpatory letter to the Duke. 2837 Carlyle Fr. Rev. 
III. iv. vii, Witnesses .. exculpatory, inculpatory. 1846 
Grote Greece 1. iii. (1862) I. 67 Two exculpatory pleas. 1848 
Blacktv. Mag. LXIIL 594 The statement .. is not, how- 
ever, altogether so exculpatory of the French. 

Excur (eksikirjL), v. rare. Also 7 excurre. 
[ad. L. excur-rere , f. ex- out + currere to run.] 

1 1 . intr. To go out of or beyond the ordinary 
or proper course or path ; to digress ; to go to an 
extreme. Obs. 

1656 M. Casaubon Entkus. iii. 80 Beyond which not to 
excurre. .is my chiefest care. 1669 Flamsteed in Rigaud 
Corr. Sci. Men (1841) II, 85 Thus far.. this heat for the 
concerns of science hath caused me to excur. 1672 G. Har- 
vey Morb. Angl. (ed. 2) 47 His Disease was. .an Asthma, 
oft excurring to an Orthopnoea. 

2 . U. S. (See quot.) 

c 1850 Nat. Encycl. I. 619 [Americanisms :] Excur , used 
as a verb in the sense of to take an excursion. 

t ExcuTiate, v. Obs~° [f. L. excuriat - ppl. 
stem of excuridre to eject from the curia, f. ex- out 
+ curia the senate-house.] ■ To throw out of the 
Court’ (Blount Glossogr. 1656-81). 

Hence Excuria tion. 

1692-1732 Coles, Excuriate . 2658 Phillips, Excuriatzon. 

Excu rrency, rare— 1 , [f. L. excurrent-em : 
see next and -ency,] A digression. 

2650 B. Discoltiminium 14 , 1 shall make bold to speak a 
word to them all, though I make a little excurrency. 

Excurrent (ekskirrent), a. [ad. L. excurrent- 
em, pr. pple. of excurrere : see Excub.] 

1 . That runs out or forth. Of arterial blood 1 
That flows from the heart. 

1826 Kirby & Sp. Entomol, xxxii. (1828) III. 293 The ex- 
current (or arterial) stream took its course along the inner 
margin. Ibid, xxxix. IV. 92 In the excurrent part of its 
course. 2887 W. J. Sollas in Encycl. Brit. XXII. 413/x 
s. v. Sponges, The Insoluble residue, .is carried out through 
the oscule by the excurrent water, 
f 2 . Passing beyond bounds or limits ; overflow- 
ing, superabundant (in quot. Obs. rare— 1 . 

1605 Timme Quersit. 1. iv. 12 Restraining a matter ex- 
current, within bondes and limits. 

8, Admitting of or affording an exit. 

2854 Woodward Mollnsca (1856) 277 Fig. 185. .showing 
the relative extent of the liver and ovarium,, <?, ex current 
orifice. 1887 W. J. Sollas in Encycl. Brit. XXII. 414/2 s.v. 
Sponges, In higher forms of sponges the chambers cease to 
open abruptly into the excurrent canals. 

4 . Bot. a. (See quot 1835.) b. Projecting be- 
yond the tip or margin, as when the midrib of 
a leaf is continued beyond the apex. 

a. 2835 Lindley Introd. Bot. ( 1848) II. 362 Excurrent ; 
in which the axis remains always in the centre, all the other 
parts being regularly disposed round it ; as the stem of 
abies. 2880 Gray Struct. Bot.m.% 3. 40. 


b. 2847 m Craig. 1870 Hooker Stud. Flora 375 Horned 
Pond- weed. .Stamen 1.. connective excurrent. 2882 Card. 
Citron. XVIII. 70 Excurrent at the apex. 

t Bxcirrse, sb. Obs. rare— 1 , [ad. L. excurs-us : 
see Excursus.] An outrush, raid, hostile sally, 
1586 J. Hooker Girald. Irel. in Holinsked II. 25/1, I am 
to require thee that thou doo retire and withdraw these 
excurses of strangers. 

Excurse (eksk^us), v. [f, L. excurs - ppl. 
stem of excurrere \ see Excur.] 

1 . intr. To run off, wander, digress. Chiefly fg. 
2748 Richardson Clarissa (xZtx) III. x. 71 How I ex- 
curse l Yet thou usedst to say, thou likedst my excursions. 
2887 Sat. Rev. 17 Sept. 403 The text excurses in Mr. 
Carroll's usual style about babies and cakes. 2892 Miss 
Dowie Girl in Karp. 239 At first I excursed in various 
directions thinking to light upon a track. 

2 . To make, or go upon, an excursion. 

*775 Sterne's Sent. Joum. Coittd., Tilt of Amts 177 Who 
can dispute a Parisian’s word, who never has excursed 
beyond the gates? 2820 Knox Sc Jebb Corr. II. 440, I . . 
am to excurse ten miles, on the Dover road. 1842 Car. 
Fox Mem. Old Friends 7 Aug., When the Franklins., 
were excursing in Ireland, they went through some diffi- 
cult pass. 

3 . trans . t To journey or pass through’ (Web- 
ster 1864). 

a 1859 Hallam is cited by Worcester (i860). 
Excursion, (ekskzrijhn). [ad. L. excursion-em f 
n. of action f. excurrere to run out ; see Excur. 
Cf. F. excursion .] 

+ 1 . The action of running out ; escape from 
confinement ; * progression beyond fixed limits * 
(J.) ; running to extremes ; an instance thereof. 

*579 Twyne Phisicke agst. Fortune it. Ep. Ded. 153 b. 
What roaring of flooddes, what excursion ot riuers. 2654 
H. L'Estrange Chas. I. (1655! 4 Nor is it any excursion 
beyond the precincts of verity to say, that [etc.]. 1729 
Shelvocke A rtillery iv. 266 These round boards — prevent 
the Excursion of the least Atom of the Moving Power, .till 
the Projectile is departed. 1732 Ray Dissol. World 1. iii. 
(ed. 4) 44 Stop and inhibit their [the winds'] excursions, 
1733 Arbuthnot Ess. Air iv. 87 Those great Excursions of 
the Seasons into the Extremes of Cold and Heat. 

b. transf The fact or state of * running out * or 
projecting in any direction (rare). Hence for- 
merly f concr. : Something that runs out or projects ; 
an extension, projecting addition (of a building) ; 
an offshoot, branch, projection (of land, moun- 
tains, etc.). 

1622-62 Heylin Cosmog r. 1. (2682) 33 Of this large Moun- 
tain most of the Hills, .are but the excursions. 1655 Fuller 
Ch. Hist. vi. vi- § 18 Countrey Churches . . wherein such 
excursions of building as present themselves beyond the old 
fabrick. .were since erected. ^2682 Sir T. Browne Tracts 
19 1 An excursion of land shooting out directly. 2852 Sir 
W. Hamilton Discuss. App. i. 620 Quantity is marked by 
the relative length of a terminal line within, or its indefinite 
excursion before, the limit of comparison. 
fig. a 1626 Bacon War Spain in Harl. Misc. (Malh.) IV. 
133 The ravishing whereof was a mere excursion of the first 
wrong, and a superinjustice. 

■f 2 . fig. An outburst (of feeling) ; a sally (of 
wit) ; an overstepping of the bounds of propriety 
or custom, a freak ; vagary, escapade. Obs. 

2662 H. More Philos. Writ. Pref, Gen. {1712) 22 Which 
was no inconsiderate excursion of a juvenile fervour in him, 
but a permanent faithfulness .. of Spirit. 2680 Burnet 
Rochester {16^2) 124, I have not enlarged on all the Excur- 
sions of his wit. 1702 Swift Contests Nobles Com. Wks. 
2755 II. 1. 21 Alcibiades, having been formerly noted for the 
like frolicks and excursions, was immediately accused of 
this. 2711 Addison Sped. Na 34 P4 , 1 think your Raillery 
has made too great an Excursion, in attacking several Per- 
sons of the Inns of Court. 2719 De For Crusoe (1840) I. i. 
25 This indeed was. .an excursion of his spirits. 2785 Cow- 
per Tiroc. 228 His wild excursions, window-breaking feats 
. .are made their favourite themes. 2793 Burke Cond. Mi- 
nority Wks. 1842 I. 612 His friends saw no security.. after 
this excursion of his, but in the re-union of the party, 
f 8. Mil. An issuing forth against an enemy ; 
a sally, sortie, raid. Obs. 

1577-87 Holinshed Chron. 1 . 43/2 Trenches that you have 
made for your oune defense, to keepe off their excursions. 
2603 Knolles Hist. Turks (1621) 1230 The Turks.. were 
determined yet to make a great excursion for the spoiling 
of the countrey, 2665 Manley Groiius’ Low C. Warres 637 
Placing Forts and Guards along the River, to . .repress any* 
Excursions from Fort Andrew, 1702 Lond. Getz. No* 
3756/13 The Germans make Excursions beyond the Adda 
..to fetch in Forage. 

4 . A journey, expedition, or ramble from one’s 
home, or from any place with the intention of 
returning to it. 

2699 Dampier Voy. II. 11. 42 Many little Excursions that 
I made, .in these parts. 1743 Berkeley Let. 29 Oct. Wks. 
IV. 289 My health . . suffers me to make no excursions farther'', 
than a mile or two. a 2788 N. Cotton Fire-side iv. Giving her 
vain excursions o'er, The disappointed bird [Noah's dove] 
once more Explor'd the sacred bark. 1826 J. Smith Pano- 
rama Sc. # Art II. 159 The longest aeronautic excursion 
ever taken was by Blanchard. 2833 J. D. Hunter Cap- 
tivity N. Amer, 124, I started.. on a hunting and trading 
excursion, i860 Tyndall Glac. 1. vii. 47, 1 made a long 
excursion up the glacier, 
b. fig. 

2665 Glanvill Seeps. Sci. xiv. 81 The excursions of our rov- 
ing phancies which cannot be kept to a close attendance. 
2704 Swift T. Tub Author’s Apol., It is the frequent error 
of those men . . to make Excursions beyond their talent and 
their office, 1764^ Reid Inquiry vii. 211 Many authors have 
made excursions into this vast territory. 1888 Bryce A mer, . 
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Commw. I , ii. si The only excursion into the historical 
domain which I shall have to ask the reader to make. 

e. transf in Physics , etc. : One of the individual 
movements executed by any body or particle in 
oscillating or alternating motion; the distance 
traversed in such a movement. 

1799 Young in Phil. Trans. XC. 236 In the middle of the 
chord, the excursions on each side the axis are always equal. 

1878 Huxley Physiogr. 17 1 The particles themselves per- 
form very small excursions, merely vibrating up and down. 

1879 G. Prescott Sp. Telephone 16 The excursions of the 
plunger rod vary with the amplitude of the several vibra- 
tions made by the diaphragm to which it is attached. 

5. spec. A journey or ‘ trip 5 undertaken for the 
sake of pleasure or health. In recent use often : 
A pleasure-trip taken by a number of persons; 
occas. short for excursion-party ox excursion train . 
.*779 Cowper Lett. July Wks; (1876) 38 It was an excur- 
sion of pleasure to go to see Ramsgate. 183a G* Downes 
Lett. Cent. Countries I. 297 We had yesterday a delightful 
excursion on the lake. 

8 . Deviation from a definite path or course, 
a. in physical sense. Now only Astron. 

1603 Holland Plutarch's Mar. 1307 The defect of the 
Moone and her occultation, be as it were the excursions, 
deviations out of course. 1727 Swift Desire Possess. 
Wks. x755.IV* 1* 82 lie strove to pick tip all he found, And 
by Excursions lost his Ground. 1732 Ray Dtssol. World hi. 
v, (ed.4) 374 The Excursions of these last [the Comets] do 
argue it more than possible that, .the Sun. .may quite lose 
his light. 1833 Herschel Astron. ix. 288 The excursions 
of the earth on either side of the ellipse, are so very small 
as to be hardly appreciable. 

fb. A deviation from custom, rule, or pro- 
priety. Cf. 2 . Obs. 

*6x5 Crooke Body of Man 299 Monsters Aristotle callelh 
Excursions and Digressions of Nature. 1627-77 Feltham 
Resolves 38 A Watch, to observe thy fails, and thy excur- 
sions. <2x656 Bp. Hall Life Rem. wks. (1660) xx Finding 
that, .somewhat out of my way, not without a secret blame 
of my self for so much excursion, I fairly gave up that task. 
<2 x711 Ken Hymnotheo Poet. Wks, 1721 III. 109 On ev’ry 
Sense he kept strict jealous Eyes, Ready the least Excur- 
sion to chastise. 1769 Sir J. Reynolds Disc. ii. (1884) x8 A 
Student, .is always apt. .to mistake the most trifling excur- 
sions for discoveries of moment. 

f e. A deviation from the direct course in argu- 
ment or discourse ; * ramble from a subject’ (J.) ; 
a digression. Obs. 

2574 Whitgift Def. Answ. ii. Wks. 1851 I. 208 It is an 
argument that you lack good matter, when you make such 
excursions from the purpose. 1670 Baxter Cure Ch. Div. 
259 Pardon this long excursion on this subject. 1684 Earl 
Roscom. Ess. Transl. Verse 215 Excursions are inexpiably 
bad, And ’tis much safer to leave out, then add, £-1720 W. 
Gibson Farriers Dispens. vii. (1734) 167 We shall take the 
liberty of a short Excursion, to put this matter yet into a 
better light. X823 Lamb Elia Ser. 1. xi. (1865) 89 You 
cannot make excursions with him . . for he sets you right 
[in conversation]. 

7. attrib. (sense 5 ), as in excursion- train, a 
train intended to convey persons making a pleasure 
excursion, usually at reduced fares ; also excursion - 
agent, -fare , - party , - ticket . 

1850 Thackeray in Scribn. Mag. 1. 688/2, 1 should like to 
come.. by the Excursion train. 1866 R. M. Bai.lantyne 
Shift. Winds xxiv, It chanced to be an excursion day, and 
several . . were besieging the ticket-windows. 1870 Dickens 
E. Drood ii, Tope, Chief Verger and Showman, was accus- 
tomed to be high with excursion parties. 1878 F. S. Wil- 
liams Midi. Railw. 626 The exceptional colours [tickets] 
are for excursion trains. 

Hence Excu rsion v., intr. to make or go on 
an excursion. Excu rsioual a. 3 of or pertaining 
to an excursion. Excu'rsionary a., of the nature 
of an excursion ; of a person, going on an excur- 
sion. f Excu*rsioner = Excursionist. £x- 
ctrrsionism, the custom or practice of making 
or organizing excursions. 

179a Mad. D’Arblay Diary Jan. V. 283 You have been ex- 
cursioning and travelling all the world o’er since I saw you 
last. 1825 Lamb in Talfourd Life Lett. xv. 142 Yesterday 
I excursioned twenty miles. 1885 Daily News 6 Oct. 5 The 
members of the Church Congress are not much given to ex- 
cursioning. 1848 Dickens Let. 22 July, Pray let me divide 
the little excursional excesses of the journey among the 
gentlemen. 1769 Garricks Vagary 53, I conclude .. my 
excursionary Trip from London to Stratford. 1858 Mayne 
Reid in Chamb. Jml. IX. 77 Was it . . the excursionary 
belles from Saratoga, .who came to visit us? 1786 Mad. 
D’Arblay Diary III. iti The Royal excursioners did not 
return Jill between six and seven o’clock. 1886 Goldw. 
Smith in Macm.Mag. Oct. 406 Excursionism, which began 
with the Exhibition of 1851, has now assumed immense pro- 
portions. 

Excursionist (eksk£-ijbmst). [f. prec. + -ist.] 
1* One who goes upon a (pleasure) excursion ; 
one who travels by an excursion-train. 

1830 Lamb Lett, xvii, 164 The excursionists reached home 
. . a little after four. *851 W, Collins Rambles beyond 
Rail'll}. Sx. (1852) 183 A company of excursionists from a 
remote inland district of the county. 1861 Times 10 July, 
A large party of excursionists left Crewe for Trentham-park. 
2. colloq. One whose business it is to arrange 
means for travelling on pleasure excursions; an 
excursion-agent. 

XSxcursionize (ekskSujbnaiz), v. [f. as prec. 

+ -IZE.] 

1, trans. To make excursions to or about (a dis- 
trict, etc.), rare. 


m 1827 Blackw. Mag. XXII. 535 Fixing your head-quarters 
in . . Inverleithen, and excursionizing the whole country- 
side. 2861 Sat. Rev. XII. 489/1 This perverse system of 
excursionizing a building. 

2. intr. To make, or go on, an excursion or 
excursions. 

1866 Pall Mall G. 27 Aug. 5 Most of the British Asso- 
ciation people went out excursionizing on Saturday. 1881 
Miss Braddon Aspk. III. 220 Edgar and Daphne had ex- 
eursionised a little upon the nearest hillsides. 

Hence Excursion:: zing vbl. sb * 

2881 Miss Braddon Asph. xxix. 328 There was more ex- 
cursionising next day. 

Excursive (ekskirisiv), a. [f. L. excurs- ppl. 
stem of excurrere (see Excur) + -ive ; very com- 
mon in 1 8 th c.] 

1. a. Of the nature of an excursion ; consisting 
of excursions or sallies {obs. in literal sense), b. 
Of reading, etc. : Desultory ; varied in direction. 

1673 Ray Joum. Law C. r Montpellier 463 From Mont- 
pellier we made an excursive voyage into Provence. 1749 
Power Pros. Numbers 54 Excursive Flights . . natural to 
those who have dealt much in Verse. 1799 S. Turner 
Anglo-Sax. I. iv. viii. 321 They made excursive ravages 
over the adjacent country. 1816 Kirby & Si \ EntqmoL 
xxiii. (1828} II. 352 Then resumes its gay excursive flights. 
2836 W. Irving Astoria II, 60 We are wandering, .into ex- 
cursive speculations. 2848 Southey Comm.-pl. Bit. Ser. 1. 
(1850), Johnson’s excursive reading. 

2. a. That makes excursions or sallies in various 
directions ; capable of, or addicted to, varied 
flights; having a wide range of pursuits or in- 
terests. b. Apt to diverge from a definite course ; 
prone to stray, erratic ; digressive. 

1744 Thomson Spring 953 Your eye excursive roams. 
1774 Warton Hist. Eng. Poetry lxiii. (1840) III. 425 The 
first [book of Hall’s Satires] is miscellaneous and excursive. 
2779 81 Johnson L. P. y Pope Wks. iy. 103 An intelligence 
perpetually on the wing, excursive, vigorous, and diligent. 
1816 Kirby & St. Eniontol. xxxv. {1828) III. 644 The order 
to which the excursive butterfly belongs is the Lepidoptera. 
1823 Rutter Fonthill 81 That brilliant and excursive genius 
which created the design. 1825. Scott Betrothed Introd., 
Keeping in the straight road his excursive black cattle. 
1838-9 Hallam Hist. Lit. III. iii. hi. § 127. no Bacon was 
sometimes, too excursive to sift particulars. 1868 Helps 
Realmak ix. (1876) 256 Do keep to the point, my excursive 
friends. 

Excursively (eksk^usivli), adv. [f. prec. + 
-LY 2 .] In an excursive or rambling manner; 
erratically, desultorily, digressively. 

1791 Boswell Johnson an 1728, The flesh of animals who 
feed excursively is allowed to have a higher flavour than 
that of those who are cooped up. 1841 Hor. Smith Moneyed 
Plan III. vii. 293 How excursively have I speculated on a 
lady’s glove. 2871 Arnold Led. Mod. Hist. i. (1878) 98 
He must now break forth excursively to the right and 
left. 

Excursiveness (eksk£*isivn 6 s). [f. as prec. 
+ -ness.] The quality of being excursive ; a ten- 
dency to depart from the beaten track, or from 
any fixed course ; digressiveness ; capacity for 
mental 1 flights’ in varied directions. 

2754 Richardson Gratuiison U781) VI. xxxiv. 252 An ex- 
cursiveness of imagination, a 1859 De Quincey Conversa- 
tion Wks. XIV, 177 The natural excursiveness of colloquial 
intercourse, .isoneof its advantages. 1866 Whipple Char. 
4 - Charac. Men 222 The very process which gave depth 
and excursiveness to his mental vision. 

+ Exctrrsory. Obs. rare- 1 , [f. L. excurs- 
ppl. stem of excurrere (see Excur) + -ory.] A 
rambling speech. 

. 2590 Greenwood Answ . Def. Read Prayers 12 To this 
ignorant excursorie I answered, that all false . . worship . . 
was Idolatrye. 

Excursus (ekskz5-is#s). PL excursus, after 
Lat. ; now usually excursuses, [a. L. excursus , 
n. of action f. excurrere lit. 1 to run out’: see 
Excur and cf. Excursion.] 

1. The Lat. word is used by editors of the classics 
to signify : A detailed discussion (usually in the 
form of an appendix at the end of the book, or of 
a division of it) of some point which it is desired 
to treat more fully than can be done in a note. 
Hence occas. applied to a similar appendix in 
other works. 

2803 Ann. Rev. I, 527/2 This subject is considered in the 
first excursus of the 8th book [in Hey ne’s Homer]. Ibid. 535/2 
Of those excursus which relate to the historical illustration 
of the poet. 2858 Sat. Rev. V. 536/1 The volume is closed 
by two carefully- written excursus. 2862 M. PattisoN Ess. 
(1889} I. 30 They.. should be read as excursuses to accom- 
pany his text. 1878 W. H. SiMcox in Academy 594/3 He 
adds .. a series of excursuses on the leading ideas of the 
Epistle, 

2. A digression in which some incidental point 
is discussed at length. 

1845 Athenaeum 11 Jan. 48 We shall quite bewilder.. our 
readers by this excursus. 1876 M. Davies Unorth. Lond. 
384 He concluded a most interesting excursus by dwelling 
on the prospects of Church extension. 2882 A. W, Ward 
Dickens vi. 160 The excellent description of a winter journey 
. .with an excursus on inns in general. 

Excurvation (ekskzuv^jbn). [f. Ex- prefX 
+ Curvation.] A bending or curving outwards. 
2877 Erichsen Surg, (ed. 7) 299 When excurvation has 
taken place, there has been loss of substance. 2884 Syd. 
Soc. Lex.* Spinal excurvation* posterior curvature of the 
spine. 


Excurved (ekskihtvd), ppl a. [f. Ex- frefJ 
+ Curved.] Curved outwards (as the antennae 
of ceitain insects). 

1884 in Syd, Soc. Lex. 

Excutsabi lity. rare. [f. next : see -bility i 

-ity.] = Excusableness. 

<22722 Ken Lett. Wks. (2838) 51 Allowing all degrees of 
excusability to those who are of a different persuasion. 

Excusable (ekskL?zab’l), a. Also 5 ex- 
ensabil, 6-7 excnseable. [a. Fr. excusable , ad. 
L. excusabilis* f. excusdre : see Excuse v.~\ 

1. Of a person : Deserving to be excused ; that 
may be excused or acquitted, f Const, of. 

2393 Gower Conf. I, 76 If any man forswey Through 
hem, they be nought excusable, c 2440 Hylton Scala Perf. 
(W. de W. 1494) ii. xviii, They are som what excusable for her 
astate of lyuynge. 1576 Fleming Panopl. Epist. 336 Daily 
. .remembraunce of your goodnesse .. shall pleade me ex- 
cusable of unthanckfulnes.se. c 2645 Howell Lett. (1650) 
I. 340 Those are the excuseablest kind [of pagans] who 
adore the sun and moon, with the host of heaven. 1743 H, 
Walpole Lett. H. Mann (1834! I. lxx. 254, I don’t sell you 
my news and therefore should not be excusable to invent. 
1786 Burke W. Hastings Wks. 1842 II. 155 That the said 
Warren Hastings was the less excusable in this. 

2. Of actions, conduct, etc. : Admitting of excuse 
or palliation. Excusable homicide (see quot, 1769 ). 

c 1374 Chaucer Troy Ins in. 982 Som manere Ialousye 
Is excusable more ]? an som. 1460 Capgrave Chron. 281 
And that her rebellion schuld be more excusabil, 1561 T. 
Norton Calvin's hist. in. xxii. (1634) 460 Dallying by shifts 
is never excusable. 1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. 1. vii. 26 
With more excusable reservation may we shrink at their bare 
testimonies. 1709 Addison Tatler No. 121 1*4 The only 
Extravagance of this Kind which appears to me excusable. 
1769 Blackstone Comm. IV. xiv. 182 Excusable homicide 
is of two sorts; either per infortunium, by misadventure ; 
or se defendendo , upon a principle of self-preservation. 
Ibid. 283 Homicide in self-defence. ,is also excusable, rather 
than justifiable, by the English law. 1825 Lyttqn Falk- 
land 29 Emily felt a strong yet excusable curiosity. 

Excusableness (ekski^-zab’lnes). [f. prec. 
+ -ness.] The quality of being excusable ; capa- 
bility of palliation. 

1657 S. W. Schism Dispach't 75 In their excusableness is 
terminated the controversy in hand. 2684 Sharp Disc . 
Conscience 56 The Innocence or Excuseableness of some 
Mens mistakes. 1754 Edwards Freed. Will iv. iii. (ed. 4) 
292 Our ideas of excusableness or faultlessness. 1755 in 
Johnson; whence in mod. Diets. 

Excusably (ekskiwzabli), adv. [f. as prec. 
+ -ly 2 ] In a manner admitting of excuse; so 
as to deserve being excused. 

<21629 Donne Biaflaimros (1644) 124 Priviledges and ex- 
emptions from that Law, he may be excusably ignorant of, 
2704 Hearne Duct. Hist. (2714) I. 412 He taught.. that no 
Man could excusably live Idle in the World. 2824 L. 
Murray Eng. Grain, (ed. 5I I. 426 His ideas may, very ex- 
cusably, be on some subjects incomplete. 2884 Manch. 
Exam. 21 Nov. 6/1 On this matter Lord Northbrook was 
excusably angry. 

Excusal (ekski£*zal). Now rare. [f. Ex- 
cuse v. -f -al.] The action or fact of excusing ; an 
instance of this. Const, of. 

1584 Pekle Arraignnt. Paris iv. iv, I must plead For safe 
excusal of my guiltless thought. 2620 Allured in Rushw. 
Hist. Coll. (1659^ I* 9 1 Yea, upon the excusal of some, and 
refusal of others [who were bade to the marriage]. 1864 R. 

A. Arnold Cotton Fam. 286 The deficiency caused by the 
excusals on account of poverty. 1888 Whitby Gaz. 5 Oct. 
3/3 The committee had met. .to go through the list of ex- 
cusals and irrecoverables. 

t Excusa'tion. Obs. Also 5 aphetic Scusa- 
TroN. [a. Fr. excusation 3 ad. L. excusdtidn-em , f. 
excusdre : see Excuse.] 

1. The action of offering an excuse, defence, or 
apology ; also, the condition of being excused, in 
phrase To have in excusaiion. 

a 1300 Cursor M. 9261 (Gott.) He sal find widvten excu- 
sacions Sexti aide generacions [from Adam to Christ]. 
c 1380 Wyclif Sel. Wks. III. 440 Worldliche excusacioun 
shal not j?enne assoyne {printed assoyvej. ^2450 Lonelich 
Grail xxxix. 478, 1 am a synnere In alle thynge . . therfore 
baueth me now in excusaciown. 1526 Pilgr. Perf (W. de 
W. 1531) 84 Whiche maner of excusacyon. may be many 
wayes. 2605 Bacon A dv. Hearn. 1. iii. § 6 It [learning] . . 
needs the less disproof or excusation. 2677 Gale Crt. 
Gentiles II. iv. 6 Ligation or Excusation and Accusation. 

2. The action of setting free, or the state of being 
set free, from a duty, obligation, etc. ; release from 
a duty, etc. 

C14.0Q Apol. Loll. 34 Wi|?out excusacoun, but if.. Crist 
despens wij? hem, & excuse hem, or for bed hem. 2502 
Ora. Crysten Men (W. de W, 2506} 11. i. 87 Y* we sholde 
not haue excusacyon not doynge them, a 2540 Coverdale 
Let. to Crumwell Wks. II, 491, I was required . .to deliver 
this writing to your mastership mine own self: notwitlv 
standing. .1 must desire favour on your behalf for my ex- 
cusation [etc.] 

3. An excuse, a real or alleged ground of ex- 
cuse ; a plea or apology ; ~ Excuse sb. 2 and 3. 

a. for an offence, etc. 

c 2380 Wyclif Wks. (1880)411 Heere ben |>re excusaciouns 
. .to excuse prestis synne. a 2450 Knt. de la Tour (1868) 97 
She wost not what she might do nor sey, for there was none 
excusacion in her folye. 2563 Davidson Answ. Kennedy 
in Wodr. Soc. Misc. 192 Men that had fallin in error wald 
have had ane juste excusation, that the wrang [etc.]. 1650 

B. Discolliminium 45, 1 . . shall be allowed the full benefit 
of all the. .excusations, .that I. .can devise. 


EXCUSATIVE, 
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EXCUSE, 


b. for release from a duty, obligation, etc. 
c 1386 Chaucer Pars. T. fqo No man may been absent for 
certes there auailleth noon Essoyne ne excusacion. c 1440 
Gesta Rom. n. xxxvi. (1838) 388 Now is there none excusa- 
cione on thi side, but thou shalt take me to thyne husbonde. 
153° Proper Dyaloge (1863) 41 Y fc it be not lefull to y fl by 
no excusacion to tarye fyue dayes. 1563-87 Foxe A.4 M. 
(1596) 281/2 Neither by petition made to the pope, nor yet 
by his lawfull excusation. 1662 Gunning Lent Fast 157 
The 4 Excusations are .. bodily infirmity [etc.]. 

Excusative (ekskizrzativ), a. rare. [f. Ex- 
cuse v. +-ative. Cf. OF. excusatif -ive.] Tend- 
ing to excuse. 

1865 Reader 20 May 571/2 The excusative-censorial style, 
in which there is neither just praise nor honest blame. 

Excusator (ekski«z*i*tbr). Ohs. exc. Hist. 
[a. late L. excusator, agent-n. f. excusare to Ex- 
cuse.] One who makes an excuse, defence, or 
apology ; esp. a person officially authorized to 
present an excuse. 

<*1661 Fuller Worthies (1840') III. 543 King Henry., 
despatched him thither [to Rome] for his excusator. 175a 
Carte Hist . Eng. III. 210 The laws do not oblige an ex- 
cusator or defender to give any security. 1873 Dixon Two 
Q ueens IV. xxi. vii, 164 The Council sent out Carue, .as an 
excusator from the English people. 

Excusatory (ekskiz^zatari), a. [ad. med.L. 
excusatori-us, f. late L. excusator : see prec.] 
Tending or intended to excuse; making or con- 
taining an excuse ; apologetic. 

2535 Bonner Let. in Burnet Hist. Ref. II. 175 The matters 
excusatorie to be admitted by his Holiness. 1642 Sir E. 
Dering Sp. on Relig. To Rdr,, Let those who are in a fault 
ransom themselves with excusatory defences. 1748 
Richardson Clarissa ( x8u)VII. lix. 234, I hear the fellow’s 
voice in a humble, excusatory tone. 1818 Lamb Last Ess. 
Elia , Pop. Fallacies 482 It would be a good face if it were 
not marked by the small-pox — a compliment which is always 
more admissive than excusatory. 1865 Dickens Mat. Fr. 
m. vii, Offering these excusatory words as if they reflected 
great credit on himself. 

Excuse (ekski/7-s), sb. Also 5-6 escuse, 
aphetic Souse, q.v. [a. OFr. excuse, fem., f. ex- 
cuse r : see Excuse v. 

The pronunciation with (s% instead of (z) as in the verb, is 
due to the analogy of pairs of words like use, abuse vbs. and 
sbs. , advise and advice , etc., where the sb. was in OF. masc., 
and ended in -s.} 

X. The action of the vb. Excuse. 

a. The action of offering an apology for a 
person, or in extenuation of an offence. Const, of 
or possessive case of pers. pron. Now rare exc. in 
phrase in excuse of. Also rarely the action of 
begging off from a duty or obligation. 

C1374 Chaucer An el. 4 Arc. 308 Yf \>&t I to yowe myne 
othes beede For myn excuse a scorne shall he my mede. 
1460 Capgrave Chron. 227 Ser Robert . . sent him mech 
tresoure, and than he cam to his excuse. 1477 Earl Rivers 
(Caxton) Dictes 149 For excuse of the saide socrates. 1526 
Pilgr. Perf. (W. de W. 1531) 76 b, After that folowed. dou- 
hlenes and excuse of his synne. 1608 Shaks. Per. 11. iii. 96 
Come, gentlemen. .Even m your armours. . I will not have 
excuse. 1632 Massinger Maid of Hon. 11. i, Letters . . in 
excuse Of these forces sent against her. 1637 Milton Ly- 
cidas 18 Hence with denial vain and coy excuse. _ 1792 
Anecd. W. Pitt I. iv. 73 In excuse of their conduct it is said 
[etc,]. 1823 Lingard Hist. Eng. VI. 251 Henry pleaded 
the scruples of his conscience in excuse of his precipitancy, 
1825 Lytton Zicci 1. i, The old woman gave me a note of 
excuse. 

b. The action of looking indulgently upon an 
offender or an offence ; consideration, indulgence, 
pardon. 

1655-60 Stanley Hist. Philos. (1701) 24/2, I will .. con- 
demn without excuse those that deserve it. 1675 in Essex 
Papers I. 318 He begs your Ex 0 ? 8 Excuse that you doe 
not heare from him by this post. 1728 Morgan Algiers I. 
Pref. 23, I heartily crave the excuse and pardon of every 
Reader, a i8zoTannahill Poems (1846) 25 , 1 see ray fau’ts 
. .And now I’m come to beg for your excuse. 1814 Scorr 
Ld. of Isles hi. vii, He pray'd excuse for mirth broke short. 

+ C. The action of releasing (a person) from an 
obligation ; a dispensation, release. Obs. 

1577 Hanmer Anc. Eccl , Hist. (1619) 288 Supposing they 
had got their desired excuse, absented themselves. 1607 
Shaks. Cor. 1. iii. 1x4 Val, I pray go with vs. Virg. Giue 
me excuse good Madame, I will obey you in euery thing 
heereafter. . 

2. That which is offered as a reason for being 
excused ; sometimes in bad sense, a (mere) pre- 
text, a subterfuge, a. A plea in extenuation of 
an offence; b. A plea for release from a duty, 
obligation, etc. Const, for \ + from. 

a. c 1500 Melusine 260 Yf it might plese you to here my 

lord & husband & his escuse. 1579 Gosson Sch. Abuse 
(Arb.) 42 A bad excuse is better, they say, then none at all. 
1590 Shaks. Mids. N. 111. ii. 245 Stay gentle Helena, heare 
my excuse. 1651 Hobbes Leviatk. 11. xxvii. 156 Place.. for 
Excuse, by which that which seemed a Crime, is proved to 
be none at all. 1:667 Milton P. L. ix. 853 To him she 
hasted, in her face excuse Came Prologue, <2x700 B. E. 
Diet Cant. Crew, Lame Excuse, a sorry Shift or Evasion. 
17154 Richardson Grandison III. xxii, 202 Excuses are more 
than tacit confessions. 1761 F. Sheridan Sidney Bidulfh 
I. 305, I am weary of inventing excuses from absenting 
myself. *858 Doran Crt. Fools 70 The excuse was worse 
than the crime. » - . 

Comb. 2850 Mrs. Stowe Uncle Toni sC. xvm. X75 Dmah 
was mistress of the whole art and mystery of excuse-making. 

b. a X533 Ld. Berners Huon xlvi. 156 None excuse can 
auayle, for it must be thus. 1576 Fleming PanopL Efist. 


405 As for excuse, which peradventure you wil make by 
reason of the great showers, I meane to admitt none. 1606 
Shaks. Tr. 4 Cr. 11. iii. 173 Vlis. Achilles will not to the 
field tomorrow. Ag. What’s his excuse? 1758 Johnson 
Idler No. 19 f 8 He. .has only time to taste the soup, makes 
a short excuse to the company [etc.], 

3. That which serves to excuse, or which tends 
to extenuate (a fault or offence) ; a cause, reason, 
or ground for excuse: esp. in phrase without 
excuse. Also, a ground for release from duty. 

2494 in Eng. Gilds 188 Noo man then be absent wL-onte a 
resonable and sufiiciaunt excuse. 1533 Frith A nsw. More 
Let . 9 Them am I bounde to beleve, and am dampned wyth- 
oute excuse yf I beleve them not. 1596 Shaks. i Hen. IV, 
v. ii. 17 My Nephewes trespasse. .hath the excuse of youth. 
1632 j. Hayward tr. Biondis Eromena. 140 Wondring .. 
why Eromilia would not be seene, for which he beleeved 
not her vow an excuse sufficient, a 1694 Tillotson Serin. 
cciii. (X743VX. 4631 The consideration of our own impotency 
is no excuse to our sloth and negligence. 1729 Butler 
•SVwwz.Wks. 1874 II. 129 They tell you for an excuse, .that 
they did not think they were so much in debt. 1794 Paley 
Evid. in. iv. (18171 304 Seeking out some excuse to them- 
selves for not receiving Jesus. 1814 Chalmers Evid. Chr. 
Revel. Advt. 5 The external testimony of Christianity . . 
leaves infidelity without excuse. 1887 Times 29 Aug. 13/6 
Charged with knocking without lawful excuse at the door. 

4. At Cards (in the game of Tarocco). 

x8x6 Singer Hist. Cards 239 If a king is played, and you 
have not the queen to form a sequence, you play the fool, 
and this is called an excuse. 

Excuse (ekskiz7*z), v. Forms: 3-6 escuse(n, 
(4 excusi), 4-5 ascuse, -kuse, -kewse, -kewese, 
4 ~ excuse. Also aphetic Scuse, q. v. [ME. es- 
cusen, excusen, ad. OF. escuser , excuser, ad L. ex- 
cusare, f. ex- (see Ex- prefX) + causa Cause, 
accusation.] 

I. To offer, or serve as, an exculpation for. 

1. trans. To offer an apology for. 

a. To attempt to clear (a person) wholly or 
partially from blame, without denying or justifying 
his imputed action. Chiefly reft. 

a 2225 A ncr. R. 304 Mon schal . . nout werien [7 >.r. escusen] 
him ne siggen, Ich hit dude }>uruh oftre. 1340 Ayenb. 7 
Ne he ne may habbe skele : ]>et he him mo^e excusi. 1382 
Wyclif 2 Cor. xii. 19 5 ® wenen, that we schulen excuse vs 
anentis 30U. a 1450 Hut. de la Tour( 1868^61 Whanne God 
asked her whi she had broke his comaundement . . she be- 
ganne to excuse her. 1653 Walton Angler Ep. Ded. 6, I 
should rather excuse myself, then censure others. 1675 
Crowne Country Wit v. 84 My Lord has been to seek me 
in such a rage, that if you do not excuse me, it will be a 
parting quarrel. 1771 Junius Lett. xlix. 257 To excuse 
yourself, you publicly impeach your accomplice. 

b. To seek to extenuate or remove the blame 
of (an acknowledged fault). + Also rarely with 
sentence as ohj. 

2303 R. Brunne Handl. Synne 12357 He [Adam] wulde 
haue excusede hys fame As who seyj> s ‘ Gode was to blame'. 
1340 Ayenb. 61 )?e blondere defended and excuse]? . . [>e 
zennes of ham pet he wyle ulateri. <72460 Toumeley Myst. 
77 For shame yit shuld she let, To excuse her velany by 
me. 1548 Hall Chron. 184 b, The Mayre sent the recorder 
, . to excuse the matter. 2590 Shaks. Com. Err. iii. i. 92 She 
will well excuse Why at this time the dOres are made 
against you. 1660 Marvell Corr. Wks. 1872-5 II. 17, I 
had rather expose mine own defects, .then excuse thereby 
a totall neglect of my duty. 1667 Milton P. L. iv. 394 
So spake the Fiend, and with necessitie . , excus’d his devilish 
deeds, 2752 E. Heywood Betsy Thoughtless I. 216 She . . 
excused having made him wait. 1793 Gouv. Morris in 
Sparks Life 4 Writ. (iZ^) II. 372 He is driven to. .excus- 
ing a step, which it is not possible to justify. 2856 Froude 
Hist. Eng. (1858) II. ix. 368 It was a strange proceeding, 
to be excused only, .by the pressure of the times. 

c. absol. 

2590 Shaks. Mids. N. v. i. 363 Neuer excuse ; for when 
the plaiers are all dead, there need none to be blamed. 1652 
Hobbes Leviatk. 11. xix. 97 To accuse, requires lesse Elo- 
quence than to excuse. 

f d. [after L. excusare se esse, etc.] To excuse 
(a person or thing) to be, etc., to excuse oneself 
that , etc. : to allege by way of excuse or explana- 
tion, that (it is), etc. Obs. 

<22340 Hampole Psalter xv iii. 7 No man may excuse him 
* hat he ne is sum tyme stird fra synn to gode 2303 Langl. 
P. PI. C. xxm. 6 Couj?est }?ou nat excuse j?e . . hat pow nome 
no more pan neode he tauhte? a 2532 Ld. Berners Huon 
xcv. 309 The prouost . . excusynge hym selfe that he knew 
nothynge of f trewes. 1605 Bacon Adv. Learn. 1, iii. § 10 
Excusing himselfe that it was reason to yeeld to him, that 
commaunded thirtie Legions. 2668 Culpepper & Cole 
Barthol. Anal. m. i. 323 The Father excepts the Nerves of 
the Privity manifestly hollow, which nevertheless his Son 
excuses to have been meant of the hollow Ligaments of the 
Privity. 

f 2. To maintain the innocence of (a person) ; 
to defend from an accusation {of ) ; to maintain 
the rightness of, seek to justify (an action). Obs. 

C1315 Shoreham 40 The thef. .escusede Jhesu Cryst, And 
hym gelty gan jelde. <7 2350 Will. Paleme 4045 Sene of 
hat sclaunder excused hire al-gate. <7x384 Chaucer H * Fame 
1. 427 She desired no-thinge ellis But to excusen Eneas. 
2481 in Eng. Gilds (1870) 323 John Mather askused hymsell 
. .w* ij men sworyn apon a boke. 2526-34 Tindale Rom. 
ii 15 Their thoughtes accusynge one another or excus- 
ynge. 253* St. German's Doctor 4 Stud . Iiv, 148 a, Howe 
may the playntyfe there be excused of an untruthe ? 2577 
Holinshed Chron. II. 140 To excuse him of the death of 
the archbishop Thomas. 1696 Stillingfl. Serm. ii. 66 To 
have excused these two commands from a palpable contra- 
diction. 


+ b. with complement, or to be (so and so). Obs. 

1583 Golding Calvin on Dad. xlvii. 281 Is there not any 
of vs all that can excuse himselfe to bee vnsubject to such 
haughtinesse. 1587 Mirr. Mag., Porrex vii, Can I excuse 
my selfe deuoide of faut. 

o. To obtain exemption or release for ; to allege 
reasons for the exemption of (a person) from a 
duty or obligation. Const, •f for, from, in early 
use with that . . . not. 

2340. Ayenb. 33 He him excuse]? h et he hit ne may do. 
1389 in Eng. Gilds (1870 ) 4 A 1 ]?e o]?er schul comen to 
j?e placebo and dirige..but ^if he may hym excuse reson- 
abely. 1460 Capgrave Chron. 141 He excused him be the 
werre that he had with Frauns. 1467 Mann. 4 Ilousek. 
Exp.\i 841} 172, I promessed the Kenge I wolde make in al 
haste a new schepe. .were fore, I pray 3owe helpe to 
askew ese me fore my komenge. 1593 Shaks. 3 Hen. VI, 
v. v. 46 Clarence excuse me to the King my Brother. 2697 
Dampier Voy. a 698) I. 356 Captain Swan excused himself, 
and said .. he would have nothing to do with it. 1712 
Hearne Collect. (Oxf. Hist. Soc.) III. 361, I excus’d my- 
self upon account of my being oblig’d to return speedily to 
Oxford. 2788 Reid Aristotle's Log. iv. § 5. 96, I am very 
willing to excuse myself from entering upon this great branch 
of Logic. 

absol. 2382 Wyclif Luke xiv. t8 Alle bigunnen togidere 
to excuse [1388 excusen hem]. 

t b'. To beg off from (doing something); to 
decline with apologies. Obs. 

1548 HallC 7 /?w*. 204 Willing him. . with all hast to re- 
payre unto hym, which oftentymes he had excused by 
syckenes and debilitie of his body. 1588 R. Parke tr. 
Mendoza's China 262 They could not excuse to go vnto 
them to accomplish their eommandement, 2591 Shaks. 
Two Gent. 1. iii. 72 To morrow be in readines.se, to goe. 
Excuse it not: for I am peremptory. 1624 Capt, Smith 
Virginia 1. {1629) 14 He did what he could to excuse it, yet 
their importunities would not cease till he undertooke it. 
1709 Strype Ann. Ref. J.xiij. {heading of chi). The Bishop 
of Ely excuseth his ministring in the chapel by reason 
thereof. 1754 J. Hildrop Misc. Wks. II. 123 He pressed 
me. .to dine with him, which I excused. 

4. To screen, shelter. [Cf. late lu. se a calore 
excusare ( Palladius),] To save from punishment or 
harm, esp. by suffering (in a person’s stead); to 
exempt (a person) from a duty by taking his place. 
Const, of, from. Obs. 

a 1340 Hampole Psalter xviii. 7 He suffirs nan to be }>at 
may excuse }?aim of the hete of his Juf. 2461-83 Liber Niger 
in Househ. Ord. 16 Every officer in unitie of love applyed 
to excuse other by servyce and attendaunce. Ibid. 82 
Everye yoman to helpe to excuse others for his busyness in 
his absence. 2543 Sir J. Wallop in Maclean Carew 126, I 
wold wische to God the next kynesman I have, .had excused 
him. 2576 Fleming Panopl. Epist. 426, I would her life 
might have bfeene excused by my death. 1653 H. More 
Ant id. Aik. n. xi, An Armature . . often excuses the more 
useful parts of his head from harm. 1711 Steele Sped . 
No. 82 f 3 At School, he was whipped thrice a Week for 
Faults he took upon him to excuse others. 

f b. To regard as exempt or safe from. rare. 

2643 SikT. Browne Relig. Med. 1. §28 , 1 excuse not Con- 
stantine from a fall off his Horse . . upon the wearing those 
nayles on his bridle. 

5. Of things, circumstances, etc. : To serve as 
an excuse or exculpation for. 

2538 Starkey England 1. ix. 31 Such ignorance excusyth. 
not errorys in mannys lyfe. 2685 Baxter Paraphr. N. T. 
Matt. iii. 4 Other men’s superstition.. will not excuse mens 
superfluity. 2702 Pope Wife of Bath 97 Shape excuses the 
defects of face. 2800 Addison Amer. Law. Rep. 13 The 
wife’s presence will not excuse the husband. 2856 Froude 
Hist. Eng. {1858) I. v. 434 There are some acts of injustice 
which no national interest can excuse. 

absol. 2658-9 Burton's Diary (1828) IV. a Ignorance will 
not excuse. 2736 Butler Anal. 11. i. Wks. I. 163 Ignor- 
ance .. will ..just as little, excuse in one case as in the 
other. 

b. In passive. To have a sufficient excuse ; to 
be freed from blame. 

c 1340 Hampole Prose Tr, 27 If J?ou leue nedfull besynes 
of actyf lyfe. .by-cause of desire.. to gyffe to gastely 
ocupacyone, wenande ]?at )?ou arte thereby excusede . . ]?Oti 
dose noghte wysely. 1548 Udall, etc. Mr asm. Par., John 
57 b, The common people and the vnlearned are to be holden 
excused, and may be forgeuen. a 1626 Bacon Max. 4 Uses 
Com. Law v. 26 If a warrant, .come from the King to sell 
wood upon the ground whereof I am tenant. . I am excused 
in waste. 2787 Minor 96 Cupid being blind was partly ex- 
cused accompanying a counterfeit. 

II. To accept an excuse for or from. 

8 . a. To accept a plea in exculpation of (a 
person) ; to judge leniently on the ground of ex- 
tenuating circumstances. Const, t of, for. 

CT&& E. E. A Hit. :P. A. 281 To : be. excused I make 
requeste. c 2386 Chaucbi vEntfs T* 908 Although his ire 
here gylt accused, Yet in his resoun he hem bothe excused. 
c 1450 Castle Bd. Life St. ' Cutkb. (.Surtees) 7305 pai were 
excused pan, for why J?ai did wrange vnwitandly. 2651: 
Hobbes Leviatk. 11. xxvii. 257 He is totally Excused, for 
the reason next before alledged. 2862 Sir B. Brodie Psychol. 
Inq. II. iii. 85 We may excuse altogether those who labour 
under the illusions of actual insanity. 2875 Jowett Plato 
(ed. 2> V. 279 The people may be excused for following 
tradition only. 

b. Phrase, Excuse me : used parenthetically in 
conversation as apology for an impropriety in 
speech, etc., or as a polite way of disputing a 
statement. 

2606 Shaks. Tr. 4 Cr. 1. ii. 87 Pan. Hector is not a better 
man than Troylus. Crt. Excuse me. Pan. He is elder. 2889 
A. Lang Lett. Lit. iiL (ed. 2) 33 That infernal (excuse me) 
coward and villain. 


EXCUSEDLY, 
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EXECBATE, 


c To admit apology for, overlook, condone (a 
fault, offence, impropriety, etc.) ; to regard in- 
dulgently, pardon the faults of (a performance). 
Also with indirect personal object. 

C1391 Chaucer Astral. Prol. 2, I prey.. every discret 
persone . . to have my rewde endytyng for excused. 1553 T. 
Wilson Rhet. 107 Some tymes we excuse a fault and accuse 
the reporter. 1591 Shaks. Two Gent . iv. i. 54 We cite our 
faults, That they may hold excus'd our lawlesse Hues. 1607 
— Cor. iv.vii. 11, I must excuse, What cannot be amended. 
170 z Eng. Theophrast. 125 It is a very dangerous mistake 
to excuse these vile inclinations upon the tenderness of their 
age. 1737 Pope Hor. Epist . it. i. 2151 Excuse some courtly 
stains' N o whiter page than Addison's remains. 1775 Sheri- 
dan Rivals 1. i, Excuse my glove, Thomas. 1825 Macaulay 
Milton Ess. (1854) I. 13/2 If ever despondency and asperity 
could be excused in any man, they might have been excused 
in Milton, 1837 Robertson Serm. Ser. in. xvii. 217 The 
boldest heart may be excused a shudder. 

7. To set free (a person) from a task, duty, obli- 
gation ; dispense from payment, attendance, etc. 
Const \ for, from \ also with double obj, 

1382 Wyclif Luke xiv. 19, Ipreie thee, haue me excusid. 
1389 in Eng. Gilds 11870) 7 That they come to dirige. . 
hut he haue a resonable cause to be excused. 1597 Shaks. 
2 Hen. IV, v. i. 3 Shal, You shall not away to night. Fal 
You must excuse me, M. Robert Shallow. 1647 Clarendon 
Hist, Reb. 1. (1843) 33/1 Laud attended, .throughout that 
whole journey, which he . . no doubt would have been ex- 
cused from. 1697 C’tess D’ A unofs Trav. (1706) 83 She sent 
word to all the Ladies of Brussels and Antwerp, she would 
excuse them for their Visits. 2725 De Foe Voy. round 
World { 1840) 295 He would not be excused, .from going 
back with us. 1777 Sheridan Sch, Scand. n. ii, Your lady- 
ship must excuse me ; I'm called away by particular busi- 
ness. 1817 Mar, Edgeworth Two Guardians m, iv, 
Beauchamp. Come, shake hands, and be friends, St. 
Albans. Excuse me, Mr. Courtington. Mod. The jury were 
excused from attendance for the rest of the week. Pie was 
excused the entrance-fee. 

B. 'To remit ; not to exact ’ ( J.) ; to grant excuse 
for the want or absence of : to dispense with. 

1646 SirT. Browne Pseud. Ep. 1. ix. 35 If any man shall 
from hence conclude, the Moone is second in magnitude 
unto the Sun, he must excuse my beliefe. 1726 Chet- 
wood Adv. Capt . R. Boyle 58 , 1 must beg you to excuse my 
waiting on you for a little while. 1814 Byron Note in Orig. 
MS. Wks. (1846 90/1 note , He will excuse the ‘Mr.’— we do 
not say Mr. Caesar. 1836 Lytton Duchess de la Vallibre 
v. v, From our royal court We do excuse your presence. 
tExcU’Sedly, adv. Obs . rare. [f. excused, pa. 
pple. of Excuse v. + -ly 2 .] In a manner admitting 
of excuse ; with (more or less) excuse. 

1654 R. Codrington tr. Justin’s Hist. World 297 More 
excusedly to perform what he had determined. Ibid. 403 
He hoped that he more excusedly should commit Sacriledge. 

Excuseless (ekski«-sles), a. [f. prec. + -less,] 
Without excuse. 

1. Of a person : a. Having no excuse to offer. 

1548 Turner Names of Herbes 5 Because, .that Poticaries 

shoulde be excuselesse . . I have shewed in what places . . 
the herbes growe. 2608 W. Sclater Malachy (1650) 5 Then 
surely are we utterly excuseless. 17x1 Peace in Divinity 2 
The Reprobate shall have such Grace only procur’d for him, 
as will render him excuseless. 

+ b. Not offering an excuse. Obs. 

1640 Quarles Enckirid. 11. ii, Charity is a naked child 
. .Naked, because excuselesse and simple. 

2. Of things : Admitting of no excuse ; inex- 
cusable. 

< x6xx W. Sclater Hey (1629) 96 Such an excuselesse sinne 
is vnthankefulnesse. 1654 Whitlock Zootomta 301 Excuse- 
lesse is the idle mans nihil agendo, sleeping out his Lamp. 
t66j Decay Ckr. Piety xv i. I* 3 The voluntary enslaving my 
self is more excuseless. 1889 Eng. Illust. Mag. Sept. 894/2 
An absolutely excuseless egotism. 

i Excu'Sement. Obs. rare- 1 , fa. OF. escuse* 
ment : see Excuse v. and -ment.] = Excuse sb. 2 . 
1393 Gower Conf.l. 76 Thilke excusement was none. 

Excuser (ekskizLzai). [f. Excuse v. + -erT] 
One who excuses. 

1. One Who offers an excuse for or extenuates 
(a fault). 

1580 Hollyband Treas . Fr. Tong, Excuseur , an excuser. 
1643 Milton Divorce 11. xi. (1851) 89 Miserable excusers. 
*73o Swift Vind. Ld. Carteret Wks. 1761 III. 189 In vain 
would his excusers endeavour to palliate his enormities by 
Imputing them to madness. 1824 Miss Mitford Village 
Ser. 1. (1863) 164 She was the excuser-general of the neigh- 
bourhood, turned every speech and action the sunny side 
without. 1871 Smiles Charac. iv, 92 To the sophistries 
of such an excuser, Sir Samuel Romilly once wrote [etc.]. 

+ 2. One who obtains the release of another 
from a duty, etc., by taking his place ; a substi- 
tute, deputy. Of. Excuse v. 4 . Obs. 

1461-83 Liber Niger in Househ. Ord. 65 The Steward 
and Thesaurers excusers and attorneys .. may take it in 
absence of the gretter and elder. 

Excusing (ekskizrziij), vU. sb. [f. Excuse v. 
+ -ing j .] The action of the verb Excuse in 
various senses ; also, an instance of this ; a plea 
or ground of excuse. 

a 1340 Hampolb Psalter cxl. 3 Swa he oure Iippis. .sperd 
til excusynge of syn. c 1380 Wyclif Set. Wks. III. 512 ?if 
pis excusinge were so>. C1400 Rom. Rose 6588 Noon ex- 
cusynges A parfit man ne shulde seke. 0x460 Tovmeley 
Myst., Annunc. 78 They sayde ther helpyd none excusyng, 
And wed us thus togeder. ^ 1590 Swinburne Testaments 
X03 Those lawes concerninge excusinge of tutors and 
curators are verie seldome. .practised. 1664 South Serm. 
John xv. 15 11737) II. ii. 58 Many, .things, .may go a great 
way towards an excusing of the agent. 


Excusing,///, a. [f. as prep. + -iNG 2 ] That 
excuses, or makes excuse ; containing an excuse. 

Hence Sxcu'singly adv., in an excusing tone or 
manner ; by way of excuse. 

1637 S. W. Schism Dispach’t 93 His excusing words, that 
they, etc. 2688 Collier Several Disc. 11725) 213 Others. . 
omit the most, .excusing Circumstances. 1876 Miss Bkaddon 
% Haggard’s Dan. vi. 83 She remembered excusingly that 
[etc.]. 1883 J. G. Butler in Bible Wk. II. 35 Peter, .had 

spoken so gently, and even excusingly, to the crucifiers of 
Christ. 

t Excirsive, a. Obs. rare— 1 , [f. Excuse v. + 
- 1 VE.] That tends to excuse ; excusing. 

2592 Nobody 4 Sonteb. (1878) 288 Our eares are deafe to 
all excusive pleas. 

Hence + Excursively adv. 

2642 Disc . Prince Henry in Marl. Misc. (Malh.) III. 522 
To the first, he gave answers satisfactorily.— To the other, 
excusively. 

tExCTTSS, v. Obs. [f. L. excuss - ppl. stem of 
excutere, f. ex- out + quatere to shake ; the vb. had 
also the sense of searching a person by shaking 
his loose robe, Cf. sense 2 .] 

1. trans. To shake off, cast off, get rid of. Said 
with reference to things material and immaterial. 

1607 Topsell Four-f. Beasts (1673' 239 To brush over their 
Horses with alittle Iinnen instrument . . whereby they excusse 
all dust from the beast. — Serpents (1653) 603 Snakes with 
tender skin excuss'd their years enlarge. 1637 Tomlinson 
Rcnou’s Disp, 164* That the exterior shell and all glumosity 
may be excussed. 166a Stillingfl. Orig. Sacr. 1. i. § 12 
They could not totally excuss the notions of a deity out of 
their minds, x 668 Howe Bless. Righteous (1825) 219 The 
holy soul’s release, .will excuss and shake off this drowsy 
sleep. 

2. To shake out the contents of anything; hence, 
to investigate thoroughly, discuss (a question or do- 
cument) ; also, to get (the truth) from (a person). 

1370 Foxe A. If M. <ed. 2) 689 If I should, .take in hand 
your Popishe portues and . . excusse euery Popishe martyr 
and sancte there canonised. 1377 tr. Ihtllinger's Decades 
(i592'496 Saint Augustine doth more fully excusse andhandle 
this argument. 1579 G. Harvey Letter-hk. Camden) 59, I 
then excussid the matter. 1634 Junius (Webster 1864', To 
take some pains in excussing some old documents. 1726 
Ayliffe Parerg. 438 To examine a Delinquent on Oath to 
excuss the Truth of some Crime from him. 

3. Mod. Civ. Law. [Cf. OF. escosser , escousser , 
‘saisir, depouiller’ (Godef.).] To seize, take in 
execution (a debtor’s goods). 

1726 Ayliffe Parerg. 272 The Person of a Man ought not 
by the Civil Law to be taken for a Debt, unless his Goods 
and Estate has been first excuss’d. 1755 in Johnson; 
whence in mod. Diets. 

t Excu'ssable, a. Obs.-° [f. prec. + -able.] 
That may be shaken off. 

1730-6 in Bailey. 1773 in Ash. 

t Excursion. Obs. [ad. L. excussidn-em, n. 
of action f. excitt-gre : see Excuss.] 

1. The action of shaking, casting, or putting out 
or off, material or immaterial things. 

1607 Topsell Four-f Beasts 125 The new bunches swelling 
vp. .do thrust off the old horns, being holpe. .by the willing 
excussion of the beast that beareth them. 1620 Bp. Hall 
Hon. Mar. Clergy 1. § 3 The iust excussion of that seruile 
yoke. 1649 Bulwer Pathomyot. u. vi. 183 Extrusion or ex- 
cussion of the Muscle that moves the Jaw. 1630 Charle- 
ton Paradoxes 73 Fire is, by excussion, kindled from flint. 
1698 Consid. cone. Succession $ Alleg. 33 The late King’s 
Excussion of his Regal Authority. 1722-1800 in Bailey. 

2. ‘ Diligent inquisition or examination * (Bailey). 

Richardson cites an example of this sense from Wats' tr. 

Bacon's Adv. Learn . (1640) vi. ii, 274 ; but the word is a 
misprint for excursion (the original having excursio). 

3. Mod. Civ. Law. [Cf. OF. escussion in same 
sense.] Seizure of goods for debt, etc. 

1622 Malynes A tic. Law-Merch. 453 Debarring, .the ex- 
ceptions of Prescription, Excussion, etc. 2726 Ayliffe 
Parerg. 272 If upon such an Excussion there are not Goods 
found sufficient, .his Body may be attach’d. 2753 in John- 
son ; whence in Ash, etc. 

tExcU'Ssive, a. Obs. rare- 1 , [f. L. excuss- 
ppl. stem of excut-b-e (see Excuss) + -ive,] De- 
signed for shaking out. 

2657 Tomlinson Disp. 484 Sieves made ofHorses- 

hairs. . called.. sometimes excussive incernicles. 

t Exctl/tient, a. Obs.~ 0 [ad. L. excutient-em, 
pr. pple. of excutere : see Excuss.] ‘ Shaking 
off’ (Bailey folio 1 ^ 30 - 6 ). 1775 in Ash. 

Excutifi’dian. nonce-wd. [f. L. excut. i)* stem 
of excutere (see Excuss) + fid-es faith + -ian.] 
e One who believes that saving faith or grace can be 
wholly lost or shaken off’ (Davies Suppl. Gloss.). 

a 1656 Bp. Hall Lett. Fall. fr. Grace Rem. Wks, (1660) 
389, 1 am sorry that any of our new Excuti-fidians should 
pester your Suffolk. 

t Exde'cimate, v. Obs.-* [f. Ex- pref. 1 + 
L. decim-are (f. decimus tenth, f. decern ten) + 
-ate 3. Cf. Edecimation.] trans. 4 To tithe out ■ 
(Cockeram 1623 - 6 ). 

Ex div., abbrev. Ex dividend : see Ex prep. 2 . 
Exe, obs. form of Ax, Axe sbA and 2 . 

Exeat (e*ksf, 9 et). [L. exeat let (him) go out, 3 rd 
pers. sing. pres. subj. of exTre to go out : see Exit.] 
f| A. In. Eat* use as verb. 

In plays of the early 16 th c. used as a stage 


direction, equivalent to the later Exit. (So also 
E*xeant, ‘ let (them) go out’, for which Exeua-t 
was afterwards used.) 

c 1485 Digby Myst . (1882) 1. 275 Exeant a 2333 Udall 
Royster D. 1. ii. [Arb.j 19 Exeat. 

B. sb. A permission to go out [So used in Fr.] 

1. A permission to leave the diocese, granted to 
a priest by the bishop. 

1730-6 in Bailey (folio). 1855 R. Boyle Boyle v. Wise, 
matt 71 Armed with the above exeat, I immediately applied 
for employment to the. . Bishop of Southwark. 

2. In English public schools and colleges, in 
monastic houses, etc. : A permission for temporary 
absence. Also 3S*xeant, such a permission granted 
to more than one person. 

2727-51 Chambers Cycl. s.v., His master has given him an 
exeat. 2806 K. White Let. 30 June, He would not give me 
an exeat, without which no man can leave his college for the 
night. 2852 C. A. Bristed Eng. University I. 193 note. 
Exeats . . were never granted [at King's Coll. Camb.] but in 
cases of life and death. 2839 Farrar J. Home 259 How shall 
I get my exeat to go to London. 


Execate, -ation, var. ff. Excecate, -ation. 
Execrable (e*ksz v krab’l), a. Also 5 exce- 
crable, 6 Sc. execrabill, 7 exseerable. [ad. 
L. execrdbil-is ( exsecrabil-is ), ( a ) execrating, cf. 
sense 1 ; ( b ) accursed, detestable, f. execr-dri (ex* 
secr-arT) : see Execrate. Cf. Fr. execrable .] 

+ 1. Expressing or involving a curse ; hence, of 
an imprecation : Awful, fearful. Obs. 

1382 Wyclif 2 Pet. ii. 11 Aungels. .beren not a^ens hem 
the execrable, .doom. 1580 Baret Alv. C 1802 A Cursing 
and oth execrable. 2622 Fletcher Sea Voy. 11. ii, Did we 
then, .here plant ourselves, . With execrable oaths never to 
look On man? C1630 in Risdon Surv. Devon § to8 (1810) 
i co A fearful and execrable curse on all such as shal deini- 
niah. .it. 


2. Of persons and things : Deserving to be exe- 
crated or cursed ; abominable, detestable. 

1490 Caxton Eneydos iv. (1890) 19 Full of so excecrable 
cruelte. 1513 More Rich. Ill, Wks. 36/2 The execrable 
desire of souerayntee, prouoked him to theire destruccion. 
£-2390 Marlowe Faust Wks. (Rtldg.) 95/2 Thou execrable 
dog. 2667 Milton P. L. xii. 64 O execrable Son so to as- 
pire Above his brethren. 2703 Maundrell Joum. Jems. 
(1721) 68 It was. .shut out of the Wails of the City, as an 
execrable and polluted place. 2736 Berkeley Disc . Ma- 
gistrates Wks. III. 427 That execrable Fraternity of 
Blasphemers, lately set up within this city of Dublin, 1871 
Morley Voltaire 1 1886> 169 He is either a lover of parasites. . 
or else the most execrable cynic. 1878 Tennyson Q. Mary 
11, ii, A knot of ruffians. .With execrating execrable eyes, 
tb. That is put under a curse ; accursed. Obs. 

1337 N. T. (Genev.) 1 Cor. xii. 3 No man speaking in the 
Spirite of God. calleth lesus execrable. 2597 Hooker Eccl. 
Pol. v. xvii. (161V 209 Reserue, as.. Saul did, execrable 
things, to worship God withall. 

f c. Calling forth expressions of horror; piteous, 
horrifying, shocking. Obs. 

1490 Caxton Eneydos vi. (1890)22 Y" aduentures of fortune 
harde & dyuersly excecrable. 2596 Drayton Legends iii. 
529 Whereby brake out that execrable Rage. 1610 G. 
Fletcher Christ's Viet, (1632) 36 The heav’n put out his 
guilty eye, That durst behold so execrable sight. 1613 R. 
Hill Commitn. Instruct. 20 His [the Minister’s] breaking 
of bread.. [doth signifie] the execrable passion of Christ. 
a 1704 T. Brown On Dk. Ormond! s Recov. Wks. (1730' I. 49 
Bellona me invites To seas of blood, and execrable sights, 
2805 Foster Ess. 1. iii. 33 The execrable image of this scene. 

3. hyperbolically. Calling forth expressions of 
extreme disgust ; of wretched quality, bad beyond 
description. [So mod.Fr. execrable .] 

1738 Warburton Div. Legat. I. 79 His execrable paradox, 
1733 Armstrong Taste 15 Blindly we . . good, and bad, 
and execrable swallow. 2789 Ld. Auckland Corr. II. 191 
Our mule-drivers were wicked enough to carry us to an 
execrable posada. 1813 Moore Lalla R. (1824) 127 The 
versification, .was, to say no worse of it, execrable. 1867 
Miss Braddon Run to Earth iii, What execrable weather. 

Hence XTxecrableness. 

1730-6 Bailey (folio), Execrableness, accursedness, im- 
piousness. 2775 in Ash. 

Execrably (e*ksHcrabli), adv. [f. Execrable 
+ -ly 2 .] In an execrable manner. 

fa. So as to deserve execration (obs.). b. 
Accursedly, abominably, detestably, atrociously. 

1633 ’PwtxxK-Histrlo-Mastix 1. vi. ii. 254 These Playes 
themselves must certainely be execrably odious to all good 
Christians. 2671 Milton Samson 1362 What act more exe- 
crably unclean ? 1693 Dryden Persius 1. 14 Tis Fustian 
all; 'tis execrably bad. 1697 Vanbrugh Relapse 1. iii, They 
[the shoes] pinch me execrably. 1794 Y, Knox A ntipole- 
mii$ 27 The object of a battle was. .sordid lucre, or some- 
thing still more execrably flagitious. 1806-7 J. Beresford 
Miseries Hum. Life (2826) n. xxxvii. Bells execrably rung 
for some hours every evening. 2858 Hawthorne Fr. 4 It. 
Jmls. (1872) I. 6 Pictures, execrably bad in all cases. 

Execrate (e*ksz'krrit), v. [f. L. execrat - (ex- 
seerdt-) ppl. stem of execrari (essecrari) to curse, 
f. ex- (see Ex- pref. 1 ) + saerdre to devote religiously 
(in good sense, to a deity ; in bad sense, to de- 
struction), f. sacr-um (masc. nom. sacer) devoted, 
religiously set apart ; hence, in good sense, hal- 
lowed to a deity, Sacred ; and in bad sense, de- 
voted to destruction, accursed. Cf. consecrate „] 

f 1. trans. To pronounce a curse upon ; to de- 
clare accursed. To execrate out : to drive out with 
a curse. Obs. rare. 


EXECRATION 

1639 Fuller H oly W ar iv. xxviii. (1840) 229 His own share 
[of goods] he execrated^and caused it to be burnt. 1691 Ed. 
Taylor tr. Behmeris Theos. Philos, xv. 272 Became exe- 
crated out of Paradise. 

absol. 1612 T. Taylor Comm. Titus i. 13 It is one thing 
. ,to excommunicate, another to curse and execrate. 

f b. Occasionally used by way of antithesis to 
consecrate : To make unholy. Obs. 

ax$7 2 Knox Hist. Ref. Wks. 1846 I. 193 The bastard 
Bischope, who yit was not execrated (consecrated thei call 
it). 1647 Ward Simp. Cobler 33 Execrating a Protestant 
Parish Church one day, and consecrating it the next. 1656 
Artif. Handsom. 156 As if meer plebeian noyse . . were 
enough to . . execrate anything as . . devilish. 

2. To imprecate evil upon (as an expression of 
hatred) ; to express or feel intense loathing or 
abhorrence for ; to abhor, detest. 

1561 tr. Calvin's 4 Godly Serm. i. D j, The I ewes . . of 
that time, .are commaunded. . to execrate the idolatrie of the 
Chaldeans, a 1698 Temple (J.), Some form contrary to that 
which they lately execrated and detested. 1765 G. Colman 
Terence Pref. 42 Le Fevre wrote a most elegant copy of 
Latin verses, execrating the Flute. 1782 Priestley Corrupt. 
Ckr. 1 . 1. 58 The name of Arius was execrated. 1857 Buckle 
Civiliz. I. viii. 543 Their views, .would have been execrated 
as impious novelties. 

To call down (something) upon (a person) 
as a curse; to imprecate. Obs. rare. 

1602 Warner A lb. Eng. Epit (1612) 374 In maintenance 
of a falsehood, .he execrated vpon himselfe a choaking. 

4. intr. To utter curses. 

1786 Francis, the Philanthropist III. 3 He received a 
thousand curses from his master, who continued to exe- 
crate, the whole way to Dartford. 1840 Barham Ingol. 
Leg., The Ghost , He execrated Ere he crawled into bed. 
1853 Carlyle Fredk. Gt. (1865^ I. iv. iii. 294 England .. 
execrates lamentably over its William Conqueror. 

Hence E xecrated ppl. a., accursed, detested. 
Execrating ppl. a . , that execrates. 

1660 R. Coke Power Sub/. 174 If any man who serves 
at the altar be accused of a crime, .let him eat the execrated 
bread [mistranslation of OE. corsna>d\. 1769 Oxford Mag. 
II. 144/1 This execrated, because culpable child. 1772-84 
Cook Voy. ( 17901 IV. 1371 We saw this execrated island at 
the distance of about four leagues. 1829 The Bengallee 61 
All these . . spake execrating volumes against the compli- 
cated cruelty. # 1878 [see Execrable 2]. 

Execration (eks^kr^jan). [ad. L. execrd - 
tion-em ( exsecrdtion-em ), n. of action f. execrd-ri 
(, exsecrd-ri ) to Execrate. Cf. Fr. execration .] 

1. The action of execrating. 

fa. The action of solemnly laying under a 
curse ; an instance of this. Obs. or arch . 

1382 Wyclif 2 Chron. xv. 15 Thei sworen to the Lord with 
a grete voice, .with execracioun. c 1585 R. Browne Answ. 
to Cartwright 34 The power of the word . . to rebuke and 
giue ouer to execration. 1652 Benlowes Theoph. Author’s 
Prayer 21 The execration of the Son of Thy Love. 1729 
Butler Serin. Wks. 1874 II. 84 To assist with the religious 
ceremony of execration. 1754-62 Hume Hist. Eng. II. 
xxxi. 210 The ecclesiastics, .kept the world in subjection 
by holy execrations. 1863 J. G. Murphy Comm. Gen. xxvi. 
28 An oath of execration on the transgressor. 

b. The utterance of curses (as an expression of 
hatred). 

1688 In Ellis OHg. Lett. 11. 379 IV. 174 The Lord Chan- 
cellor was taken and brought amid universal execration of 
the People before the Lord Mayor. 1769 Robertson 
Chas. V, III. viii. 104 The name of Maurice was mentioned, 
with execration. 1840 Macaulay Clive 79 A tempest of 
execration and derision, .burst on the servants of the Com- 
pany. 

c. Utter detestation ; intense abhorrence. 

[i 557 N. T. (Genev.'l 1 Cor. xvi. 22 If any man loue not the 
Lord Jesus Christe, let him be had in execration ] 2563-87 
Foxe/^L <$• M. (1596) 11/2 It [the title pope] is now 
worthilie come into contempt and execration, a 2699 Stil- 
lingfleet (J.), The Indians, at naming the devil, did spit 
on the ground in token of execration. 2748 Anson’s Voy. 
11. xiv, 282 The Peruvian Indians^ held the name .. in execra- 
tion. 2848 Mariotti [Italy L i. 91 The Sicilian Vespers 
have long been made a subject of horror and execration. 

2. An uttered curse; an anathema, an impreca- 
tion. 

1563-87 Foxe A. Sr M. ''2684) III. 949 All the Country. . 
with Execrations detested them. 1603 B. Jonson Sejanns 
v. x, With such black and bitter execrations, .she fills the 
air. 1650 B. Discolliminium 21 The Romane proverbiall 
execration, abi in nialatn Crucem. 1793 Mrs. E. Parsons 
Woman as she should bell. 207, I could write volumes, .in 
execrations against the match. 2820 Keats Eve St. Agnesx, 
Lords, Whose very dogs would execrations howl Against 
his lineage. 1873 Symonds Grk. Poets iv. 100 A man who. . 
would have been hunted from society with execrations. 

3. That which is execrated ; an object of cursing. 

1612 Bible Jer. xliv. 12 They shall be an execration and 

a reproach. 2872 R. Ellis Catullus xiv. 22 Clumsy Poet- 
rabble, an age’s execration ! 

t Execra tions, a. Obs. rare- 1 , [f. Exe- 
crati-on + -ous.] Of the nature of an execration. 

2748 Richardson Clarissa (1812) VIII. 99 A whole volley 
of. .execratious wishes. 

Execrative (e*ks*Wtiv), a. [f. execrat- ppl. 
stem of execrdri ( exsecrdri ) to Execrate + -ive.] 
Of or pertaining to execration; prone to execra- 
tion ; characterized by or containing an execration. 

2830 James Darnley xxvii. 121 Manifold . . opportunities . . 
for the captain and pilot to exercise their execrative faculties. 
1837 Carlyle Fr. Rev. III. 1. i, Into the body of the poor 
Tatars execrative Roman History intercalatedari alphabetic 
letter; and so they continue Tartars of fell Tartarean 
nature, to this day. *871 — in Mrs. Carlyle’s Lett. II. 99 
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On which day Nigger Question [in ■ Fraser’] had come ont 
with execrative shrieks from several people. 

Hence Sxeeratively adv. 

1837 Carlyle Fr.Rev. III. 1. i. When .. those Northmen 
* ■ 3 me m • • f°ul old Rome screamed execratively her loudest. 
E’xecrator (e’ks/kr^tei). rare. [a. L. exe- 
crator (exsecrdtor), f. ex{s)ecrdri : see Execrate.] 
One who execrates or pronounces an execration. 

1748 Richardson Clarissa (1821) III. 3 u O that it had 
turned, .to a mortal quinsy, and. .had choked the old exe- 
crator. 2835 Lytton R ienzi v, vi, The curse worked best 
m the absence of the execrator. 

t Execratory, sb. Obs. [as if ad. L. *ex(s)e- 
crdtdrium , neut. sb. f. exsecrdri ; see Execrate 
and -ORY.j ‘ A formulary of execrations 5 (Todd). 

1675 L. Addison State yews xx. 279 The Execratory . . 
Wherein they profoundly curse the Christians. 

Execratory (e-ksJkr^tsri), a. [as if ad. L. 
*£xsecrdtbrius, f. exsecrdri'. see prec. Cf. Fr. 
exicratoire. ] Of or pertaining to execration ; of 
the nature of or containing an execration. 

1611 Speed Hist. Gt. Brit. ix. ix. § 82 The King, .sware to 
keepe all Liberties vpon paine of that execratory sentence. 
1851 Kingsley Yeast xiv. Narrating Lancelot’s fanatical 
conduct, without execratory comment, 

33xeet, etc. : see Exsect, etc. 

Executable (ekse-kw*tab’l), a. [f. Execute 
v. + -able. Cf. Fr. executable .] That can be 
executed, performed, or carried out. 

2796 in Bentham’s Whs. (1842) XI. 114 Without com- 
munication with the river., the Contract not executable. 
2841-4 Emerson Ess. Ser. 1. x. (1876) 246 Truths profound 
and executable only in ages. 2856 Ed in. Rev. Jan. 244 The 
whole project.. is set down as executable at eight millions. 

2871 Carlyle in Mrs. Carlyle’s Lett. II. 249 [An intention] 
not executable either when the time came 

Executancy (ekse’kizZtansi). [f. Executant : 
see -cy.] The qualification of an executant ; power 
and skill in performing (music), 

2S58 Times 30 Nov. 10/5 Such music lying hardly within 
the sphere of amateur executancy. 1866 Macfarren in 
Athenaeum No. 2004 Musical progress.. in executancy. 

Executant (ekse-khftant';, a. and sb. [a. F. 
executant, pr. pple. of executer to Execute .] 

A. adj. That performs (music), rare. 

2865 Reader No. 123. 523/2 Any living executant musician. 

B. sb. 

1. gen. One who executes, performs, or carries 
out. Const, of. 

2858 J. Martineau Studies Chr. 152 This world may be 
regarded, .as the stage of divine agency, using the visible 
actors as the executants of an invisible thought, i860 
Times n Oct. 10/6 Mr. Philip being the executant of the 
whole of the work. 2868 Browning Ring <§* Bk. v. 2003 
Absolve then me law’s mere executant. 

2. esp. A musical performer. 

a 1859 De Quincy in H. A. Page Life (1877) II. xix. 174 All 
great executants on the organ. 2862 R. H. Patterson Ess. 
Hist. hr Art 90 The soul, at once composer and executant. 

2872 Geo. Eliot Middlem. xvi, Rosamond, with the exe- 
cutant’s instinct, had seized his manner of playing. 

t Executative, a. Obs. rare- 1 , [f. next : 
see -ATivE.] = Executive. 

2647 Mercurius Brit., His Spectacles 4 The derived and 
executative power in Parliamentary Acts. 

Execute (e*ks£ki#t), v. Also 5 excecute, 6 
exequute, Sc. exsecute. [ad. Fr. execute-r *= Pr. 
executar , Sp. ejecutar , It. esecutare , ad. med.L. 
executdre, f. L. ex(s)eciit- ppl. stem of ex\s)equi 
lit. ‘ to follow out 5 , f. ex- out rsequi to follow.] 
I. To follow out into effect, carry out. 

1. trans. To follow out, carry into effect (an in- 
tention, purpose, plan, instruction, or command.) 

C238S Chaucer Kht.’s T. 806 The destine. .That execut- 
eth . . The purveans, that God hath seye byforn. c 2430 
Lydg. Thebes 414 To execute the biddyng of the Kyng. 
1477 Earl Rivers (Caxton) Bides 13 When ye thinke any 
good thought execute it. 2555 Eden Decades W. Bui. 71 
Yet durst they at noo tyme execute theyr lordes com- 
maundemente. 2696 Tate & Brady Ps. civ. 4 To execute 
his dreadful Will. 1776 Adam Smith W. N. ii. v, I. 371 
The capital of all the individuals of a nation, .is capable of 
executing only certain purposes. 1833 Ht. Martineau 
Manch. Strike ix. 97 Large orders, which we have been 
unable to execute. 2837 Dickens Pickw. vii, The boy de- 
parted to execute his commission. 2858 F rou de Hist. Eng. 
IV. xviii. 16 The regent and his friends imagined measure 
after measure, which they wanted resolution to execute. 

absol. 2606 Daniel Fun. Poem Earl Devon. 211 With 
courage on he goes; doth exiquute With counsell. 1633 
Ford Broken H. x. ii, Judgment commands, But resolution 
executes. 2703 Rowe Ulyss. 11. i. 797 When I bid ’em exe- 
cute, ’tis done. 

+ b. To give practical effect to (a passion, sen- 
timent, principle). Also, to bring (a weapon) 
into operation. Obs. 

14.. Circumcis. in Tundale’s Vis. <2843)88 Tyrranitisthat 
the bodye slethe. .To execute hur venym vp by deth. <71477 
Caxton Jason 10 b, To execute his dampnable enuye. 2568 
Grafton Chron . II. 83 The people, .refrayned not. .untill 
they had executed the full of their malice. 1606 Shaks. 
Tr. <$■ Cr. v. vii. 6 In fellest manner execute your arme. 
2608 Yorks h. Trag. 1. iii, What! may I not look upon my 
dagger ? Speak villain, or I will execute the point on thee. 
2681-6 J. Scorr Ckr. Life 11747) III. 338 He attempted to 
execute his Rage and Malice upon him. 

e. To carry into effect ministerially (a law, a 
judicial sentence, etc.). Cf. 6 . 

14x3 Lydg. Pilgr , Sawle iv. xxxiv. (1483) 82 The gouerne- 
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ment . . shold be admynystred and executed by suche as 
were of grettest bounte. 1475 Bk. Noblesse a 860) 41 Whan 
dew diligence have be shewed by us in executing the saide 
right. 2548 Hall Chron. 213 This judgement, .was. .exe- 
cuted before the Castell gate of Bristow, 1647 Clarendon 
Hist. Red. 1. (1843) 5/1 After his return, he [VilHers] exe- 
cuted the same authority in conferring all favours.. and 
revenging himself [etc.]. 1752 Fielding Amelia 3 Good 

laws should execute themselves in a well regulated state. 
1769 Goldsm. Rom, Hist. (1786) II. 487 The only reparation 
..was the putting Fausta..to death; which was, accord- 
ingly, executed upon her. 2855 Prescott Philip //, 11. iii. 
{1857) 225 No choice was left to the civil magistrate but to 
execute the terrible sentence of the law against heretics. 
2862 W. Bell Diet. Law Scot. 355/1 The messenger . . has 
given the citation, or executed the diligence. 

d. To perform ox carry out the provisions of 
(a will). 

1463 Bury Wills ( 1850)30 To..se that my wille be exe- 
cutyd trewly. 2642 Terrnes de la Ley 150 Executor, .the 
person that shall execute his Testament. 2752 Chambers 
C yr/., Execzttor , a person nominated by a testator, .to see 
his will, and testament, executed or performed. x86x W. 
Bell Diet. Law Scot. 360/1 The acknowledgment of the 
debts by the defunct in his last will, which it is the duty of 
the executor to execute. 

2. To carry out, perform (an action, operation, 
movement, etc., that has been planned or pre- 
scribed, or that requires skill or care). 

1477 Earl Rivers (Caxton) Dictes 1 To seke & execute 
werkes . . most acceptable to hym. 1549 Compt. Scot. iii. 25 
’he kyng anchises lamentit the distructione of the superb 
troy, exsecutit be the princis of greice. 1574 tr. Marlorat's 
A pocalips 28 To make J ohn the redyer too execute the worke 
enioyned yntoo hym. 1621 Bible 2 Kings x. 30 Thou hast 
done well in executing that which is right in mine eyes. 
2727 Swift Gulliver hi. iii. 198 Always averse from execut- 
ing so terrible an action. 2809 Roland Fencing 29 To 
discover what is necessary to execute, at the instant the ad- 
versary exposes his body. 2826 Disraeli Viv. Grey vi. ii, 
Tne Prince executed a blast with great skill. 1842 Alison 
Hist. Europe V. xxxi. 309 Moreau executed a change of 
front, arranging his army parallel to that of the enemy. 
2884 Punch 25 Oct. 195/2 They, .execute . . a wild dance. . 
as Act-drop descends. 

t b. spec. To perform, celebrate (ceremonies, 
religious service). Obs. 

2450 Pol., Rel. Sf L. Poems (1866) 6 Who shall execute y e 
fest of solempnite.^ 2514 Barclay^ Cyt. <$• Upiondyshm. 
(Percy Soc.) p. xxxii, To ordeyne ministers to execute ser- 
vice. 1548 Gest Pr. Masse 114 Not any real and true 
sacrifice . . executed by the priest. 158a N. T. (Rhem.) 
John vi. annot ., The Clergie. .when they doe not execute 
or say Masse themselues. 1737 Waterland Eucharist 
417 Ancient Forms . . properly executed . . by . . venerable 
Men. 

absol. 1546 in Strype Eccl. Mem. II. App. A 5 The Bishop 
of Winchester was appointed to make the sermon : and. .to 
execute. 1709 — A nn. Ref. I. ix. 127 The Abp of Canter- 
bury. .who did execute, began the service. 

c. To perform acts of (justice, cruelty, ven- 
geance, etc.), arch. 

21530 Rastell Bk. Purgat. in. i, [God] executyth . . good 
& mdyfferent justyce to . . his creatures. 1612 Brinsley 
Lud, Lit. xxviii. (1627) 286 Justice cannot be executed, 
nor any gouvernment or authority maintained. 2685 R. 
Burton Eng. Emp.Amer. i. 25 Where they executed great 
severity, as well as in other places. 2821 Southey in Q. 
Rev. XXV. 332 Lord Clarendon says that all manner of 
cruelty was executed. 

3. Law. To go through the formalities necessary 
to the validity of (a legal act, e.g. a bequest, agree- 
ment, mortgage, etc,). Hence, to complete and 
give validity to (the instrument by which such act 
is effected) by performing what the law requires 
to be done, as by signing, sealing, etc, 

2737 Pope Hor. Epist. 11. ii. 92 My counsel sends to exe- 
cute a deed. 2804 Wellington in Gwen Disp. 434 The 
proposed treaty of peace, .after being attentively perused, 
was executed by his Highness without the slightest hesita- 
tion. 1855 Prescott Philip If, i. (1857 > 6 Charles the Fifth 
executed an instrument by which he ceded to his son the 
sovereignty of Flanders. 2866 Crump Banking iii. 85 An 
undertaking to execute a mortgage if called on to do so. 

absol. 1818 Cruise Digest (ea. 2) IV. 33 One who exe- 
cutes a deed for another . . must execute in the name of his 
principal. 

b. To execute an estate ; to convey or confer an 
estate in property, etc., esp. by some particular 
operation of law, as under the Statute of Uses. 
Cf. + to make an estate (Estate sb. 1 1 b). 

2536 Act 27 Hen. VIII , c. 10 Any person or persons . » 
which shall haue any estate to them executed by authority 
of this Act. a 1626 Bacon Max. # Uses Com. Law 55 A 
use may be created and the estate of the land thereupon 
executed. : 1642 Perkins Prof. Bk. iv. 123 He hath fee 
simple executed in the same acre. 2876 Digby Read Prop, 
vii. 333 Which estates could not be executed or transferred 
from the common law grantee to the beneficiary. 

4. a. To fulfil, discharge (an office, a function). 
Also, formerly, +To perform the functions of 
(an official position), t b. absol. or intr . Of a 
thing: To perform its functions, ‘work 5 (obs.). 

2387TREVISA Higden (Rolls) VII. 133 He ordeyned an- 
ober pope for to execute J>e office of holy chirche. a 2627 
Hayward (J.), The cannon against St. Stephen’s gate exe- 
cuted so well, that the portcullis and gate were broken. 
2659 Rushw. Hist. Coll. 1 . 78 A Fee belonging to the Place 
which he then executed, a 2672 Wood Life (184$) 172 Dr. 
Fell would not suffer him to execute the place of architypo- 
grapher. 1833 J. H. Newman Lett. (1892) I. 343 Places 
which, .none but Maltese deputies can execute. 2863 Cox 
Instit. 111. viii. 718 The question arose how his office was 
thenceforth, to be executed. 


EXECUTE. 

5 . To carry out the design for (a product of art 
or skill) ; to produce as an artist or skilled work- 
man ; to perform (a musical composition). 

1735 J- Price Stone Br. Thames 10 The Manner of exe- 
cuting the intended Bridge. 1768 W. Gilpin Ess, Prints 
146 Etchings . . executed in a bold and masterly manner. 
1778 Eliza iVa-nttick IX. 31 She took in plain linen, and 
executed a good deal of it. 1804 Ann. Rev. II. 97/2 The 
translation is wretchedly executed. 1822 B’ness Bunsen in 
Hare Life I. vi. 192 , 1 saw executed in marble the Mercury 
and the Hope. 1826 Find, II. vii. 259 An oratorio which he 
has this winter composed, but which has never yet been 
executed. 1839 Yeowell A nc. Brit . Ch. vii. 11847) 75 Eg- 
bert. .executed a Saxon version of the four Gospels. 

absol, 1768 W. Gilpin Ess. Prints 32 Every artist, .exe- 
cutes in a manner peculiar to himself. 1774 The Trinket 
46 Charlotte did not execute amiss. 

II. To do execution upon. 

__ [It is not quite clear whether these uses, which occur early 
in Fr. and med.L., were merely developed from 1 c, or 
whether they partly represent the etymological notion of 
L. exseqtd t to pursue to the end/] 

0 . To inflict capital punishment upon; to put 
to death in pursuance of a sentence. More fully, 
f To execute to death [— Fr. f executer a mart]. 
f To execute by the head : to behead. 

1483 Caxtgn Cato B iij b, To robbe and to stele wherfore 
they be hanged or otherwyse executed by Justyse. 1323 
Ld, Berners Frols s. I. clxxxvii, They w-ere executed by 
dyuers tourmentes of dethe. 1548 Hall Chron. 13 b, Sir 
Thomas Blonte and all the other prysoners were executed. 
1577 Hanmer A no. Eccl. Hist. (1619) 182 First of all Theo- 
tecnus himselfe . . he executed to death. 1579 Fenton Gnic- 
ciitrd.iv, (1599) 180 He was executed by the head the day 
following. 1:603 Florio Montaigne (1634 514 Divers of their 
chieftainshavebeenexecuted to death. <t 1687 Pettv Pol. 
Arith . Pref. (1691) A iij, No more Beggars in the Streets, 
nor executed for Thieves, than heretofore. 1713 M. Davies 
Athen . Brit. I. 133 Prosecuting and Executing those to 
death, who [etc.]. 1847 James Goxorie xlvi, Three of the 
Earl’s faithful servants were executed at Perth. 

•fib. Hence for : To put to death, kill. rare. 
[1357 North tr. Guevara's Diall Pr. 68 b/2 When death 
bathe done his office, executing all earthelye men.] 1593 
Shaks, Rich. 77 , iv. i. 82 Thou Aumerle, didst send two of 
thy men, To execute the Noble Duke at Callis. 
f 7 . To take the body of (a debtor) in execution. 
(See Execution- 7.) Ohs. rare. 

1608 Yorksh. Trag. r. iv. Your brother- .lies in bond exe- 
cuted for your debt, 

f 8. [after Fr. executer ] To subject (a country) 
to military execution, (See Execution 9.) Obs. 

1679 Lond. Gaz. No. 1393/3 The French, .are resolved to 
exact the Contributions, .from the Mayery of Bolduc, and 
in case they are not paid, to execute the Countrey. 

till. 0 . To deal with as an executor; to 
administer. Ohs . rare— 1 . 

1483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 352/3 Late euery executour he 
ware that he execute well the goodes of them that they 
haue charge of. 

t JE'xecnte, pa. pple. Obs. Also 4-7 execut(t, 

6 Sc. exseeut. [ad. L. execut-us, pa. pple. of 
txequi : see Execute v.] = Executed. 

c 1374 Chaucer Troy Ins m. 622 (Camp. MS.) But execut 
was al byside here leue At the goddes wyl. c 1430 Lydg. 
Thebes 255 Wher the domys and plees of the toun weren 
execut. 1349 Oompl. Scot. Ep. Ded. 2 The actis that 3our 
prudens garris daly be exseeut. 1560 Rolland Crt. Femes 
1. 863 Heir we . . Be this our letter Execute and Indorsat 
dewlie. 1642 Perkins Prof, Bk. ii. 75 The estate taile shall 
bee execute in the Donee. 1682 Land. Gaz . No. 1682/1 The 
said Archibald Earl of Argile to be Execute to the Death. 
X711 Countrey- M. Let * to Curat 6 This act. .was oftimes 
severely Execute. 

Executed (e*ksiki«ted). ppl a . [f. Execute v. 

+ -ED 1 .] In senses of the verb. a. gen . Canied 
out, performed, practised, inflicted. 

1643 Milton Divorce n, xiv. (1851) 98 When those worst 
faults . . are committed, by whoso dares under strict and 
executed penalty. 1678 Norris Coll. Misc: (1699) 302 The 
Positiveness ofsinsofCommission,lies. .in the executed Act. 

b. Lazo. Of a consideration, contract, estate, 
etc. : Performed, carried out or into effect, com- 
pleted, fulfilled; opposed to Executoby, q.v. 

1392 West 1st Pt. Symbol. § 44 C, Euerie estate is either 
executed maintenant, or executorie by limitation of vse. 
x 601-2 Fulbecice 2 nd Pt. Parall. 70 Two sorts of damages 
. -the one executorie, the other executed. 1751 Chambers j 
Cycl., Executed fine. 1767 Blackstonr Comm. II. 443 A j 
contract may. .be either executed, .or it may be executory, j 
1848 Wharton Law Lex., Executed Contract, is where 
nothing remains to be done by either party. 1861 W. Bell 
Diet. Law Scot. 354 2 s.v. J 

Executer (e-ks/kkrtai), [f. Execute v. a -erL] ; 
One who executes ; = Executor r. 

* 53*~3 Act 24 Heft. VIII , c. 22 § 4 Euerye suche per- j 
sonne.. so doynge, and their fauctours. .procurers, execu- 
tes, and counsaylours. a xfyjq Barrow Whs. (1741) 1 . 119 
The executers of his edicts, a 2734 Dennis (J.\ Sophocles j 
and Euripides, in their most beautiful Pieces, are impartial 
executers of poetick justice. 1837 Marryat Dog-Fiend iv, j 
An obedient executer of all his tyranny. j 

+ Executibrlity. rare— 1 , [f. L. execut- ; cf. j 
Execute v. and perfectibility^ Capability of J 
being executed, performed, or carried out. i 

x8ox Ann. Reg. 1799, 176 The committee had seen the 
advantages of that principle, imperfect as its executibility 
was. 

E xecuting, vbl. $b . [f. Execute v. + -ingL] 
The action of the vb. Execute. 

1480 Bury Wills { 1850) 60 For the due executyn and 
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performauns of this mytestament. 253 6 Act 27 Hen. VIII , 
c. 10 The executing of any estate, .to any person, a 1633 
Austin Medit. (1635) 2 39 These Bags dike executing 
waights) waighed downe his [St. Matthew’s] Conscience. 
1626 in Rymer Fcedera XVIII. 675/2 We doe give, .for the 
executeing of the said Office, .the Fee of twelve Pence. 

E xecuting, ppl. a. [f. as prec. + -ing 2 .] 
That executes. 

2680 Otway Orphan n. i, With this bold executing arm I 
struck The. .monster. 

Execution (eksi'ku 7 *Jbn). Forms : 4 exe- 
cuconn, 4-6 execucion, -cioun, -cyon, 4-7 
-sio(u)n, -syon, 5 excecussyon, 6 execufeyon, 
exeeeueione, (exicucyon), Sc. exsecutione, (7 
exequition), 6- execution. [ME. execution, a. 
AF. execuciotm , F. execution, ad. L. exetiition-em, 
exsecidion-em, n. of action f. ex{s)equl : see Exe- 
cuted.] The action of executing; the state or 
fact of being executed. 

1 . The action of carrying into effect (a plan, 
design, purpose, command, decree, task, etc.) ; 
accomplishment ; an instance of this. Also, To 
cany, b order, put in or into execution. 

c 1374 Chaucer Troy P/s hi. 472 He. .Had every thing. . 
put in Execucion. 2388 Wyclif'i Esdras vi. 13 [vii. 1] 
Therfor Tatliannai . .and hise counseleris, diden execucioun 
. . bi that that kyng Darius hadde comatindid. 1494 Fabyan 
Chron. r. i. 7 In all olde Storyes . . is nat founde. .that any 
suche Storye.. was put in execucion. 1592 Shaks. Two 
G ent. 1. iii. 36, 1 like thy counsaile. .and .. how well I like 
it, The execution of it shall make knowne. 1632 Nicholas 
Papers Camden) 259 He beggs me to further the execusion 
of the Kings comission. 1707 Freind Peterborow's Cond. 
Sp. 208 To such extraordinary Thoughts, and such diligent 
executions, were owing all our successes > in Spain. 277a 
Johnson Let. Mrs. Thrale 29 Oct., His intention and 
execution are not very near each other. 2810 Wellington 
in Gurw. Disp. V. 507 The mode in which directions given 
to the Portuguese authorities are carried into execution. 
2863 Fr. A. Kemble Resid. Georgia. 209, 1 .. determined 
to put into execution a plan I had formed. 2871 Morley 
Voltaire (1886) it There are.. eras of counsel and eras of 
execution. 

f b. The giving practical effect to (a passion, 
sentiment, or principle); exercise (of powers); 
manifestation in act ( rarely , in speech). Obs. 

1581 Marbecic Bk. of Notes 780 Workes . . are rather the 
executions and the ministring of righteousnesse. 1586 T. 
B. La Primmed. Fr. Acad. 1. (1594) 17 He may. .represse 
them [his wicked inclinations] . . that they breake not out 
into any damnable execution. 1393 Shaks. 3 Hen. VI, n. 
ii. in Scarselcan refraine The execution of my big-swolne 
heart Vpon that _ Clifford. 1604 — Oth. in. iii. 466. 2606 
— Tr. # Cr. 1. iii. 210. 2622 R. Hawkins Voy. S. Sea 

(2847) 2 °8 Griefe and rage . . caused me to breake forth 
into this reprehension and execution following — ‘ Great is 
the crosse’ [etc.]. 2652 Benlowes Theoph . Pref. 21 My re- 
demption from the execution of thy wrath. 

C. The executing or carrying into effect (a law, 
agreement, writ, sentence, etc.). Cf. 7, 8. 

c 1380 Wyclif Whs. (1880) 37 Bynde men to here wickid 
lawis & wrong execucions of nem. ^ 2322 Act 4 Hen. VIII, 
c. 10 Fynes. Jevyed for the execucion and performaunce of 
the said Indentures. 2592 Lambarde Archeion (1635) 209 
The Writ came so late to his hands, that he could not., 
make execution of it. 2652 Hobbes feviath. 11. xxi. 109 
To cause those laws to be put in execution. 2710 Prideaux 
Orig. Tithes ii. 54 We have God’s Precedent in the Execu- 
tion of that Law to guide us. 176 6 Goldsm. Vic. W. xxviii, 
The coward is determined to put the law in execution 
against me. 1803 Wellington in Gurw. Disp. I. 492 The 
sentence on this sepoy should^ be carried into execution. 
2845 McCulloch Taxation it, iv. (1S53) 285 Commissioners 
have been appointed to carry the act into execution. 

2 . The effecting or carrying out (a prescribed or 
designed operation or movement) ; , the production 
(of a work of art or skill) ; the vocal or instru- 
mental rendering (of a musical composition) ; in 
early use, + the performance (of rites or cere- 
monies). Hence often. The manner in which an 
operation, work, piece of music, is ‘executed 7 . 

c 1534 tr * Pol Verg. Eng. Hist A Camden) I. 166 After the 
execution of divine service, a 1700 Dryden (J.\ The ex- 
cellency of the subject contributed much to the happi- 
ness of the execution. 17x3 Guardian No. 1 F 3 This 
gentleman is, as to the execution of his work, a Mechanick. 
2731 Labelye Westm. Br. 26 The two largest Piers were 
ordered into Execution, of solid Portland Stone. 1751 
Chambers Cycl., Execution, is particularly used in French 
music, for the manner of singing. 1768 Gilpin Ess. Prints 
85 ^His [Rembrandt's] execution is peculiar to himself. 
It is rough or neat, as he meant a scetch or a finished 
piece. 1855 Prescott Philip II, 11. iv. (1857) 243. A new 
palace.. presenting in the beauty.. of its execution one of 
the noblest monuments of the architecture of the eighteenth 
century. 1879 Cassells Techn. Educ. I V. 62/1 The execu- 
tion of the requisite tools and machinery. 

t b. An instance of the same, ; a performance. 
1581 Mulcaster Positions xxxix. (2887) 292 How it may 
..be helpt-.Iwill hereafter in my priuate executions de- 
clare. a 1628 Preston Breast pi. Love [2631) 225 Look to 
your actions, to your doings, to your executions and per- 
formances. 1728 R. Morris Ess. Anc. Archil. 89 Those 
Executions, which are perform’d conformable to the Prac- 
tice of the Ancients. Ibid. 94 Our Moderns, whose Exe- 
cutions are generally standing Monuments to their Shame. 

C. Excellence of execution ; esp. in the perform- 
ance of music, mastery of the processes by which 
the required- artistic effect must be produced. 

1793 Mason Ch. M us. ii. 137 The term. Execution, is 
generally applied to that volubility of throat which ex- 
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presses accurately such divisions. 2807 J[as. Johnson 
Orient. Voy. 54 Most of them are taught music.. and some 
have acquired a tolerable degree of execution. 2824 Byron 
Juan xvi. xli, The circle, .applauds. .The lines, the feeling 
and the execution. 1842-76 Gwilt Archil. 176 They 
[statues] were not equal in execution to those of France. 
2834 E. Bradley jC. Bede) Verd. Green n. ix„ A firework 
piece of Music, in which execution takes the place of 
melody. 

0 . The performance or fulfilment (of an office or 
function). To put in execution ', to execute. 

1576 Fleming Panopl. Epist. Q iv, Before, the sense of 
seeing was delighted, .now the sense of feeling beginnes to 
put in execution his office. 2603 Shaks. Lear 1. i. 135 The 
Sway, Reuennew Execution of the rest . . be yours. 2632 
Gouge God's Arrows iv. § 15. 401 Papists . . are by law in- 
terdicted the execution of ministerial! functions. 1836 
Marryat Midsh. Easy xli, You will have no obstruction 
from us in the execution of your duty. 1876 J. H. Newman 
Hist. Sk.l. iv, 1. 344 He gave himself up to. .the due exe- 
cution of his high duties. 

f b. Action, operation. Obs. 

2526 Pilgr. Perf. t W. de W, 1532) 49 b, Whiche yf be had 
not tasted and put in execucyon, he sholde neuer haue 
dyed. 2634 Si r T. Herbkrt Trav. 212 Like the Dodoes 
wings, more to Iooke at, then for execution. 1684 Scan, 
derbeg Rediv. v. 116 The King had not with him al.ove 
4000 men. .and of those scarce 2500 came up to Execution. 
2729 Shelvocke Artillery iv. 29 s_ The best Opportunity 
you can have for putting these [Poisonous] Balls in Execu- 
tion, is when the Heavens are clouded over, 
f 4 . Efficiency in action, executive ability. Obs. 
2549 Compl. Scot . Ded. 4 Be his magnanyme proues ande 
martial exsecutione, he delyurit the holy land. 2600 Hol- 
land Livy xxxvni. xli. 1008 He was a man of much valour 
and execution. _ 2601 -— Pliny II. 213 Lucullus..a captain 
of great execution lost his lile by such a loue potion. 

5 . Effective action {esp. of weapons) ; destruc- 
tive effect, infliction of damage or slaughter. Now 
almost exclusively in phr. to do execution. 

2588 Shaks. Tit. A. n. iii. 36 An Adder when she doth 
vnrowle To do some fatall execution. Ibid. iv. ii. 84. 
2605 — Macb. 1. ii. 18 His brandisht Steele, Which smoak’d 
with bloody execution. 2390 Sir J. Smyth Disc. Weapons 
4b, Short , . daggers are . . of greater execution amongst al 
sorts of armed men. 2649 Selden Laws Eng. 1. xiv. (2739) 
26 Though the Canons roar loud, yet the execution is not 
mortal, a 2672 Wood Life <2848 26 The two gallant majors 
charged the rebells up thro the street, doing execution al 
the way. 1828 G. W. Bridges Ann. Jamaica II. xviii. 342 
The most cruel execution is usually inflicted, .on the backs 
of a. .flying enemy. 1855 Prescott Philip IF, 1. via. (1857) 
137 The shot, probably from the distance of the ships, did 
no great execution. 

cotter. 1581 Styward Mart. Discipl. 1. 45 The heart of 
the battaile, vsuallie called the slaughter of the field, or 
execution of the same. 

b. Jig. of the effect of arguments, personal 
charms, etc. 

1678 Cudworth Intell. Syst. 683 Certain metaphysical 
arguments for a Deity. . can do but little execution upon 
the minds of the generality. 1707 Fajrquhar Beaux Strut. 
n. ii, You are so well dress'd .. that I fancy you may do 
Execution in a Country church. 27 66 Goldsm. Vic. W. i, 
Sophia's features were not so striking at first, but often did 
more certain execution. 1840 Thackeray Paris Sk.-bk., 
Beatrice Merger 1 Black eyes, which might have done 
some execution had they been placed in a smoother face. 

0 . Law. The due performance of all formalities, 
as signing, sealing, etc., necessary to give validity 
to a deed or other legal document. 

1776 Trial Nwidocomar 17/1 Is the name.. at the bottom 
of the paper, written as a witness to the execution ? 2848 
Wharton Lex., Execution of Deeds, the signing, 
sealing, and delivery of them by the parties, as their own 
acts and deeds. 2891 Law Times XC. 462/2 One of Way- 
man’s clerks attested Mrs. Headley’s execution of the deed. 
7 . The enforcement by the sheriff, or other officer, 
of the judgement of a court; /the obtaining of 
actual possession of anything acquired by judge- 
ment of law 7 (Coke On Lilt. (1628) 154 a); 
chiefly, the seizure of the goods or person of a 
debtor in default of payment. Also in phrases, 

( To have ) for execution, ( to be, take) in execution , 
to sue, take {forth) execution. 

Writ of execution , or simply Execution : the process 
under which the sheriff or other officer is commanded to 
execute a judgement. To return an execution : to report 
the service of the writ. So return of execution. 

[1292 Britton i. i. § 5 A fere nos commaundementz. .et 
les execuciouns de nos jugementz.] 1303-4 Act Hen. 
VII, & 36 § 2 It [shall] be lawefull . . to sue execucion.. 
ayenst the seid sir Edward . . by write or wryttes of Elegit. 
1523 Fitzherb. Hnsb. § 157, I doo , . haue theyr bodyes in 
prisone for execution, tylle they haue made me payment. 
2586 J. Hooker Girald. Irel. in Holinshed II. 228/2 No 
action or sute taking effect , .except also executions m law, 
awarded . . before the beginning of the parlement 1592 
West 2 st Pt. Symbol. § 104 B, When he shall thinke it 
most to him conuenient to sue forth execution upon the said 
statute marchant. 1597 Warner A lb. Eng. x. lvi, The 
Writ of Execution, that her Heading did purport. 1632 
Massinger & Field Fatal Dowry 1. ii, Let our executions 
That lie upon the father be returned Upon the son. 1632 
Star Chamb. Cases (Camden) 228 Did afterwardes take 
forth execution against the defendant . . and the partie was 
in execution. 2670 Moral State Eng. 30 By the next 
Term is presented with an Execution, from his Taylor, or 
Landlord, 1697 Luttrell Brief Ret. (2837) IV. 325 Two 
bailifs endeavouring to enter a house . . upon an execution. 
1725 Lond , Gaz. No. 6404,7 A Prisoner in Execution at 
Ruthyn pact 1767 Blackstone Comm. II. 447 Unless 
..the writ of execution is actually delivered to the sheriff. 
2807 J, Marshall Const. Opin. (1839) 37 One court never 
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awards execution on the judgment of another. 2827 Sel- 
wyn Law Nisi Prius II. 722 It may be prudent.. to be 
prejpared with an examined copy of the writ of possession 
and return of execution. _ 1827 Hali. am Const. Hist. (1876) 
I. vi. 302 A member having been taken in execution on a 
private debt before their [ Parliament’s! meeting. 1873 Poste 
Gains in. /ed. 2) 342 The English process iu an ordinary 
execution is, etc. _ 

b. Hence, in popular language: The actual 
levy or seizure of goods by a sheriffs officer. 

1777 Sheridan? Sck. Sc and. 1. i, I am told he has had an- 
other execution in the house yesterday. 1840 Hood Up 
the Rhine 233 A.. squalid, comfortless room, hardly fur- 
nished enough to invite an execution. 1849 Thackeray 
Pendennis xix, Coming., with a piteous tale that ..there 
was an execution in their house. 

3. Scots Laiv (see quot.). 

1752 J. Louth ian Form 0/ Process 93 The Letters, with 
the Executions against the Prisoner. Ibid. 130 The Exe- 
cutor returns his Executions against the Criminals in the 
following manner. 1861 W. Bell Diet. Law Scot., Execu- 
tion by a Messenger-at-Arms or other officer of the Law. .is 
an attestation under the hand of the messenger [etc ] that 
he has given the citation, or executed the diligence, in terms 
of his warrant for so doing. 

H d. An alleged designation for a company of 
officers. Obs.— 0 

i486 Bk. St. Albans F vij a, An Execution of Officerys. 

8. The infliction of punishment in pursuance of 
a judicial sentence ; an instance of this. (In legal 
use also more fully criminal execution.') 

a. gen. (but chiefly with reference to corporal 
penalties). 

c 1430 Hymns Virg. (1867) 20 Medele hou merci with exe- 
cusioun, 1563 Homilies n. Wilful Rebel . m, (1859) 575 
Let us.. fear the dreadful execution of God. 1640 W. 
Prynne Petit. _ in Rushw. Hist. Coll. m. I. 76 The small 
Remainder of his Ears, left after his first Execution, a 1636 
Bp. Hall Occas. Medit. (1851) 105 Let others rejoice, in 
these public executions. 1827 A. Fonblanque Eng. under 
7 Administr. (1837) I. 81 In. .military executions, a medical 
man stands by and sees what the sufferer under the scourge 
can bear. 1848 Macaulay Hist. Eng. (ed. 3)1. 489 After 
the execution Dangerfield . . was taken back to prison. 

b. spec. The infliction of capital punishment; 
the putting (a person) to death in pursuance of 
a judicial or authoritative sentence. Also called 

execution of death. 

c 1360 Song of Mercy 37 in E. E. P. (1862) 119 Riht wolde 
sle ys. for yr sunne. Miht wol don execucion. 1471 Dk. 
Clarence in 12 th Rep. Comm. Hist. MSS. App. iv. I. 4 
Edmund late Quc of Somerset taken and put to execucion. 
c 1489 Caxton Sonnet of Aymon xvi. 366 Maye ye doo exe- 
cusion vpon hym. 1494 Fabyan Ckron. n. xxxvii. 27 To be 
put to dethe. .by heddyng, fleyng, brennynge, and other 
Cruel Execucions ; 1317 Torkington Pilgr . (1884) 69 To 
he put to execucion of Dethe by and bye. 1336 Sir W. 
Kingston in Ellis Qrig. Lett. 1. 122 II. 63, 1 have told my 
lord of Rocheford that he be in aredynes to morow tosuffur 
execusyon. 1556 Chron. Gr. Friars (Camden) 25 Thys 
yere the commons of Cornwall arose.. The captayns tane 
and put to excecucione. 1603 Shaks. Macb. 1. iv. 1 Is exe- 
cution done on Cawdor ? 1631 Gouge GocTs A rrows iv. viii. 
385 Disgrace, Torture, Execution of death . . and other 
ext email crosses like unto these. 1680 H. Dodwell 2 Lett, 
of Advice (1691) 39 The stakes and gridirons, and other the 
most terrible executions. 1727 Swift Gulliver 11. v. 137 
To see an execution, .of a man who had murdered. 1880 
McCarthy Own Times IV. liii. 147 The execution of these 
men did not. even tend to prevent crime. 

9 . /The ravaging and destroying of a country 
that refuses to pay contribution * (Smyth Sailor's 
Word-bk. 1867). Also military execution. [After 
Fr. execution.J 

1618 Fletcher Loyal Sub/. v. vi, You know his marches, 
You have seen his executions. Is it yet peace ? 2689 Land. 
Gdz. No. 24231/3 To put the Dutchies . . under Military 
Execution, in case they do not pay, etc. 

10 . attrib. and Comb « (chiefly In sense 8), as 
execution man, Monday, part, place, etc.; execu- 
tion-day (sefe quot.) ; Execution-Dock, the dock 
(at Wapping) where criminal sailors were exe- 
cuted. 

a 1700 B. E. Diet. Cant. Crew,* Execution-day, Washing- 
day. 1694 Luttrell Brief R el. 1 Mar. (1837) HI* ®77 
Some of the persons convicted lately for pyracy will be 
hanged at ^Execution Dock on Saturday next. 1883 Ste- 
venson Treasure 1st. xxix. (1886) 211 It. .looks mighty like 
a hornpipe in a rope’s end at Execution Dock by London 
town, c 1575 Cambyses in Hazl. Dodsley IV. 200 Good *exe- 
cution-man, for need Help me with him away. 1801 W. J. 
Loftie Lond. City 125 A Sunday always elapsed between 
* Trial Friday/ and ** Execution Monday \ 1710 Norris 
Chr. Prud. ii. 96 Policy agrees with Prudence, as to the 
^Execution part, the use of fit or effectual means. 1594 
Nashe Unfort. Trav. Wks. 1883-4 V. 168 To the ^execution 
place was he brought. 

Hence Execution v. Obs., = Execute v. 6. 

1565 T. Stapleton tr. BedJs Hist. Ch. Eng. 18 The 
executioner .. desired . .that he might be executioned, ether 
for him or with him. 

Execnijional, a. rare . [f. prec* + -al.] Of 
or pertaining to ■the; execution of a plan or design. 

1652 Urquhart Jewel Wks* (1834) 273 Employments, 
whether preparatory to or executional in war. 

Execu:tionee*ring, ppl. a. nonce-wd. That is 
employed in executions (of criminals). 

a 1834 Lamb Ipconven. fr. being Hanged Wks. 363 The 
cimetar of an executioneering slave in. Turkey. . 

Executions (eks^kwjonoi). Also 6 exe- 

quutioner. [f. Execution sb. + -eb*.] 


1 . One who executes or carries into effect (a 
command, design, instructions, law, justice, etc.) ; 
a perpetrator (of an evil deed'*- Fare in mod. use. 

1598 Barret Tkeor. Warresm . i. 37 To haue a souldier 
to be very perfect, and a good executioner indeede. 1619 
Hales Golden Rem. (1688) 455 With them God the Father 
alone is the Author of our Election, and Christ only the 
Executioner. 1673 Baxter Let. in Answ. Dodwell 83 
The People are Executioners of Excommunications while 
they withdraw from the Excommunicate. 1683 Apol. Prof. 
France ii. 27 The soldiers are employed as Executioners of 
these Outrages. 1719 De Foe Crusoe (1840! I, xvi. 277 To 
take upon me to be. .an executioner of his [God’s] justice. 
1827 Scott Napoleon In trod.. The people had a right, .to 
act as the executioners of their own will. 1S79 Baring 
Gould Germany II. 245 German right .. trusted to the 
moral sense as its executioner, 

t b. One who performs the duties of a place or 
office. Obs. rare. 

1387 Fleming Confn. Holinshed III. 1491/2 The verie 
situation of the place ministreth incouragement to the 
executioners, a 1626 Bacon (J. 1 , The executioners of this 
office, .cannot be guilty of oppression. 

C. transf said of things, rare. 

1647 Crashaw Poems, Sospetto d* H erode xli. All along 
The walls. : Are tooles of Wrath, anvillsof torments hung; 
Fell executioners of foul intents. 1733 in Johnson; whence 
1818 in Todd ; and in mod. Diets. 

2 . gen. One who carries a sentence or judge- 
ment into effect : a punisher. 

1578 Timme Calvin on Gen. 222 Howsoever Magistrates 
do wink, God raiseth up elsewhere exequutioners which 
repay to bloodshedders their reward. 1678 tr. L . de Gaya’s 
Art War i. 34 The Provost Mareschal. hath a Troop of 
Officers on Horseback, with an Executioner topunish those 
that offend against the Orders of the .. General. <21703 
Burkitt On N. T . Matt, xxvii. 5 Conscience is a powerful, 
though invisible executioner. 1798 M althus Popal. iv. vii, 
When nature will govern and punish for us, it is a very 
miserable ambition to wish to . . draw upon ourselves the 
odium of executioner. 

3 . The official who carries out a sentence of death ; 
a headsman, hangman, etc. 

1561 Brende Q. Curtins vui. 153 He being a kynge had 
vsed the detestable office of an execucyoner. 1603 Shaks. 
Meets, for M. iv. ii. 222 Call your executioner, and off with 
Barnardines head. 1698 Ludlow Mem. I. 245 The King. . 
kneeled down at the block, and the executioner performed 
his office. 1776 Gibbon Decl. <5* F. 1. 320 The executioners 
. . were fatigued. 1839 L. Oliphant China <$• Japan 1 1. ix. 
194 Criminals who have committed crimes worthy of death, 
forestall the public executioner. 

4 . transf. andj^. a. One who puts another to 
death, b. One who or that which tortures like 
an executioner or hangman. 

1594 Shaks. Rich. Ill , 1. ii. 186 Though I wish, thy death, 
I will not be thy Executioner. 1621 Burton A nat. Mel. 1. 
ii. hi. iv, A poysoned worme. .gnawing the very heart, a 
perpetuall executioner. 1638-9 Burton's Diary (1828) IV. 
48 It is likely they will not be their own executioners. 1735 
in Johnson. 1840 Hood Up the Rhine 322 What is war . . 
but a great wholesale executioner. 

Hence Exeeirtioneress, a female executioner. 

1656 S. Holland Zara U719) 92 Your name should be 
hang’d, drawn, and quartered by the common Executioneress 
Fame. 1864 R. F. Burton Dahome II. 40 The Mingan had 
a billhook in her left hand, as executioneress of the inside. 

Executive (ekse'kiwtiv), a. and sb. [ad. L. 
type *ex feciHiv-us, f. ex(s)eciit- ppl. stem of <?.r~ 
scqui \ see Execute d, and -ive. Cf. F. exccutifi\ 
+ 1 . Capable of performance ; operative. Obs. 

1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. in. xvii. 148 They [some 
Laws] enjoyned perpetuall chastity; for [Hermaphrodites]* 
being executive in both parts, male and female, and confined 
by some Laws unto one, they restrained a naturall power. 

flb. That executes sentence of death, (Stressed 
executive .) Obs. rare— 1 . 

1773 J. Ross Fratricide (MS.) 1. 268 First whirl'd aloft the 
executive blade. 

2 . t a. Active in execution, energetic (obs. rare). 
b. Apt or skilful in execution. (Chiefly U.S.) 

1708 Penn in Pa. Hist. Soc . Mem. X. 291 Rouse up, and 
be vigorous and executive, 1823 New Monthly Mag. XIV. 
178 He Is tolerably executive in converting his wishes into 
acts. 1888 Bryce Amer. Comnrw. II. in. lix. 412 The 
Americans are, to use their favourite expression, a highly 
executive people. 

3 . Pertaining to execution ; having the function 
of executing or carrying into practical effect. 

1677 Hale Prim. Orig. Man. 1. i. 29 They are the. , 
strongest Instruments, fittest to be executive of the com- 
mands of the Soul. 1683 R. Baxter Paraphr. N. T. 2 
Tim. i. 7 The three great faculties of the Soul, the Execu- 
tive Faculty.. the Will. .and the Intellect. 1691 Norris 
Pract. Disc. 19 The Ship indeed has good Sails, there is 
nothing wanting to the Executive part 1753‘N. Torriano 
Gangr. Sore Throat 105 The Method of Treatment is 
always founded on the general Indications, but the execu- 
tive Part is subordinated to Circumstances. 1867 Smyth 
Sailods Word-bk., Executive branch, the_ commissioned 
and working officers of the ship, as distinguished, from 
the civilian' Branch. 2875 HaMerton Intell. Life iv. ii. 149 
A most experienced artist, a man of the very rarest execu- 
tive ability. 1879 Lubbock A ddr. Pol. # Eauc. iii. 47 Two 
executive Commissions were subsequently constituted. 

b. esp. as the distinctive epithet of that branch 
of the government which is concerned or charged 
with carrying out the laws, decrees, and judicial 
sentences; opposed to ‘judicial’ and ‘ legislative 

2649 Selden Laws Eng. L xvi. (1739) 29 The. executive 
power of the Law rested much , in the Nobility. 1689 
Locke Govt. u. xii, The legislative and executive power 


come often to be separated. 174a Hume Ess. vi , Indep. 
Pari., The executive power in every government is alto-* 
gether subordinate to the. legislative. 1790 Burke Fr. Rezr. 
288 This their first executive officer is to be a machine. 2848 
Macaulay Hist. Eng. I. 469 The executive government 
could undertake nothing great without the support of the 
Commons. 2863 Cox Instit. in. iii. 631 The king has 
absolute power to retain executive ministers against the 
declared wish of the nation. 

4 . Of or pertaining to the Executive (see B. 1 ). 
Executive Session, U.S. (see quot. 1888). 

2811 J. Quincy Speech. 30 Jan. (1874) 233 Those, .desirous 
of places in the executive gift. 1837 H. Martineau Soc. 
Amer. 1 1, 289 The fear and complaint are. .of the increase 
of executive patronage. 2863 Lincoln Message to Congress 
6 Jan., If the people should, .make it an Executive duty to 
re-enslavesuch persons* 2888 Bryce Amer.Comnnv. II. 11. 
xl. 97 A State Senate, .has, .the power of confirming or re- 
jecting appointments to office made by the governor. 
When it considers these it is said to ‘go into executive 
Session 
B .sb. 

1 . That branch of the government which is 
charged with the execution of the laws. 

1790 Burke Fr. Rev. Wks. V. 09 A Council, .holds a sort 
of middle place between the supreme power exercised by the 
people, .and the mere executive. 1847 Mrs. A. Kerr Hist. 
Senna 298 This force constituted a sort of armed execu- 
tive. 1866 Bright Sp. Ire I 30 Oct., By the forbearance 
and permission of the Irish executive. 

Jig. 1842 Mrs. Browning Grk. Chr. Poets (1863) 246 The 
drama is the executive of literature. 

b. The person or persons in whom the supreme 
executive magistracy of a country or state is 
vest' d. Chiefly U. S., applied to the President 
(also called chief executive), and to the governors 
of states. 

1787 Resolution r June in Jrnl. Fed. Conv. (xSrg'' 89 Re- 
solved, That a national executive to consist of a single 
person be instituted. 2787 Randolph in Bancroft Hist. U S. 
(18851 VI. 213 A_ national executive chosen by the national 
legislature and ineligible a second time. 2822 J. Quincy 
Speech^ 30 Jan. *1874) 242 It may be admitted that all 
executives for the time being are virtuous. 2855 A. Barnes 
Way Salvation x i. 138 It might contribute much, .to dis- 
pose an executive to pardon an offender if he was satisfied 
that he was truly penitent. 1876 Garfield Sp. Policy 
Pacif. in Kirke Life 30/2 Our great military chieftain, 
[Grant] . . had command as chief executive during eight 
years of . . eventful administration. 1876 Bancroft Hist. 
U.S, VI. 294 The executive was henceforward [from 6 Aug. 
1787] known as the ‘President’. 2891 Nation (N.Y.) 5 Nov. 
345/1 A Governor who had shown himself one of the best 
executives the State has ever had. 

2 . transf Any administrative body. 

2868 Peard Waterfarm. ix. 100 Sixteen shillings per 
week to each water-keeper, would . . secure a grateful, and 
honest executive. . 1884 Sir J. Bacon in Law Rep. 26 
Chanc. Div. 133 Directors, who were to form the executive 
of the association. 

Executively (ekseddzftivli), adv. [f. prec. + 
-by**.] In an executive manner; in execution; 
by the action of the Executive. 

2661 Papers on Alter. Prayer-bk. 124 In absolving the 
excommunicate, .the Church both judiciously, and execu- 
tively remitteth the penalty of excommunication, a 1677 
Barrow Serm. Wks. (17161 1. 345 God the Holy Ghost.. did 
executively by miraculous operation conduct our Saviour 
into his fleshly tabernacle. 1726 M. Davies A then. Brit. 
m. 4 Protestant Countries where Jesuitism and Papism are 
Legislatively Tolerated or Executively Permitted. 

Executor (eks-, egze*kiz?toi in sense 3 ; e*ksz- 
kiwtoiin sense 1). Forms: 3-4 execxitur(e, ese- 
eutor, (4 exceketonr), 4-5 excecato(u)r, 4-6 
exeqnitour, -quutor, 4-7 execixtour, 6 exec- 
tour, 4- executor. See also Seoutoe. [a. AF. 
executour, a. L. ex(s)ecutor-em, agent-n. from ex- 
seaui to Execute,] 

L One who executes or carries out (a purpose, 
design, command, work, etc.); one who carries 
into action, or puts into practice (some quality) ; 
a conductor or manager (of affairs) ; an adminis- 
trator or enforcer of (a law, vengeance, etc.) ; an 
agent, doer, performer, executer ; in Scots Law, 
one who serves a writ or executes a warrant. Now 
rare exc. in legal uses : see Executes. 

1388 Wyclif i Esdras v. 58 Executours [2382 foleweris 
out], or folewers, of the lawe. 2483 Calk • Angl. 119 Are 
Executor, executor. 2563 Foxe A. 4* M. <*596} 123/2 IosepH 
an excellent doctor and executor of chastitie..and other 
vertues. 2367 Throgmorton in Robertson Hist. Scot. 
(2759) II. App. 45 The said Earl [Both well] was one of the 
principal executors of the murder [of Darnley]. 2620 Shaks. 
Temp. iii. l 13 Such basenes Had neuer like Executor. 
i66ar Petty Taxes 63 When the executors' of them [penal 
laws] keep them hid until a fault be done. 2720 De Foe 
Capt. Singleton xiv. {1840) 242 The executor of his own- 
yen geance. 1726 Leoni tr. Albertis Archit . , Life 5 His As- 
sistant and the faithful Executor of his designs. 273a J. 
Louthian Form cf Process 83 So soon as the Letters are 
execute against the Criminal, .the Executor is to apprehend 
and imprison him. 2864 Realm it May 1 Ordinary exhibi- 
tions result only in the advantage of the shopkeeper ; the 
designer and executor being studiously ignored. 1875 
Stubbs Const. Hist. § 8x1 (ed. 2) III. 588 His [the mayors] 
functions as receiver and executor of writs devolved on the 
sherifis of the, newly constituted shire. , 

b. One who performs the duties, etc. (of an 
office, service, ceremony, etc.). . 

c 2430 Pol., Rel. $ L. Poems 7 Executor of this office, dirge 
for to synge, Shall begynne y* bisshope ofseyrit as [Asaph]. 
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1548 Gest Pr. Masse 106 Bee not also the ful Executors 
of the same justly named sacryfycers? 1558 Forrest 
Grysilde Sec. 96 He was, emonges other thynges all, The 
Executor of her Funerall. 1560 in Strype Ann. Ref. I. 
xvii. 214 The ministers receiving the Communion at the 
hands of the executor. 1841 Myers Catk. Tk. iv. § 26. 304 
The Priests were simply sacrificers and executors of cere- 
monial. 

+ 2 . = Executioner. Obs. 

1494 Fabyan Chron. vi.clxxxvi. 186 After whiche sentence 
. . Hebert was by the execu tours. . moste shamefully hanged. 
1599 Shaks. Hen. V. , 1, ii. 203 The sad-ey’d. Iustice.. 
Deliuering ore to Executors pale The lazie yawning Drone. 
1614 Bp. Hall Contempl. O. T. iv. iv, How much rather 
had they [the Egyptians] to send them [the Israelites] away 
wealthy, than to have them stay to be their executors. 

■fb. One who or that which gives effect to (a 
passion). Obs. 

"■ct 386 Chaucer Somfin. T. 302 Ire engendrith homiside ; 
Ire is in soth executour of pride, 

3 . A person appointed by a testator to execute 
or carry into effect his will after his decease. 
Literary executor : one who is entrusted with the 
care of the papers and unpublished works of a 
literary man. 

c 1280 E. E. P, 19 pe deuil is his executur, of is gold an is 
tresure. 1340 Ayenb . 38 Kueade exequitours of bekuydes. 
C1440 Gesta Rom. n. liii. 372 (Add. MS.) Lordes, or othere 
rauenours that ben Eyres ande excecutores. 1558 in 
Vicar/ s Altai. App. v. ( 1888) 185 The said Thomas Dunkyn, 
his heyrs, executors, admynystrators or assignes. 1647 
Clarendon Hist Reb . 1. (1843) 22/2 His grandfather had 
been, .left by King Harry the Eighth one of the executours 
of his last will. ^ 1771 Brown in Gray's Corr. (1843) 163 N 0 
discharge, .against any claims which his executors might 
make. 1858 Ld. St. Leonards Handy Bk. Prop. Law 
xviii. 341 Creditors or executors may prove a will to which 
they are attesting witnesses. 1868 G. Duff Pol. Surv. 105 
Mr, Senior’s conversations . . which we trust his literary 
executor will soon publish. 

b. in various legal phrases (see quots.). 

1670 Blount Law Diet ., Execiitorde son tort , Or of his 
own wrong, is he that takes upon him the Office of an 
Executor by intrusion, not being so constituted by the Tes- 
tator. 1767 Blackstone Comm. II, 507 If a stranger takes 
upon him to act as executor, without any just authority, .he 
is called in law an executor of his own wrong, de son tort , 
and is liable to all the trouble of an executorship, without 
any of the profits or advantages. 1861 W. Bell Diet. Law 
Scot. 214/2 Confirmation of Executor , is the form in which 
a title is conferred on the executor of a person deceased, to 
..administer the defunct’s moveable effects [etc,]. I did. 
358/1 The office of executor is conferred either by the written 
nomination of the defunct, or, failing that, by decree of the 
commissary ; the executor, in the former case, being called 
an txzoxioT-nominate, and, in the latter, an executor- 
dative. Ibid. 362/1 Any creditor of the deceased holding 
a liquid ground of debt may obtain himself confirmed 
executor-creditor. 

C. transf. and fig. 

1580 Sidney Sidera xiii. In Arcadia (1622) 501 His death- 
bed peacocks folly. .His sole exectour blame, c 1600 Shaks. 
Sonn. iv, Thy unused beauty must be tomb’d with thee, 
Which, used, lives th’ executor to be. 3607 Tofsell Fourf. 
Beasts (1673)177 He destroyeth them, .and so maketh him- 
self executor to their heaps of hony. 1645 Bp. Hall Remed. 
Discontents 23 His great nesse. .is dead.. before him, and 
leaves him the surviving executour of his own shame. 

Executorial (ekse:kizctoa*rial), a. and sb. 
Also 6-7 exscutoriall, -ell. [ad. med.L. execu - 
torialis, f. L. ex(s)ecuibri-us : see Executory,] 

A. adj. Of or pertaining to an executor, b. 
Scots Law. Pertaining to the execution of a war- 
rant, etc. c. Canon Law. Executorial Letters 
(med.L. litterse executorise or executoriales ) ; a 
mandate issued by the Pope requiring the collation 
of a specified clergyman to a benefice. 

1748 Richardson Clarissa (3833) VIII. 275 Excuse me, 
Sir, for the sake of my executorial duty and promise. 1754 
Erskine Princ. Sc. Law (1809) 35 In this office are sealed 
. .letters of executorial diligence. 1767 Blackstone Comm. 
II. 508 Letters of administration.. whereby an executorial 
power to collect and administer . .is vested in him. 1796 
Burney Metastasio I. 68, I received , . the executorial 
letters against Cardinal Coscia. 1850 James Old Oak Chest 
I. 49 Two lawyers were also there, arranging the execu- 
torial affairs. *865 Mrs. Whitney Gayworthys lx. His 
legal and executorial bag. 

+ B. sb. Scots Law. 1 Any legal authority em- 
ployed for executing a decree or sentence of court 5 
(Jamieson). Obs. 

*5*5 Q- Margt. (Scot!) in Miss M. A. E. Wood Lett. R. 
<$■ Illust. Ladies (1852) 1 . 371 In like manner we have super- 
seded executorials and sharp process which we have on him. 
1640 Act 34 Chas. I (1870) V. 287 The estates of parlia- 
ment .. ordeanes J>e lordis of Sessione to grant lettiris and 
other executoriellis againest the excommunicat prelates. 
*728 in Mem. Domestica (1889) 12 Letters of homing and all 
other executorials may pass hereupon. 

Executorship (ekse*kitoijip). [f. Executor 
+ -ship.] The office or duty of an executor. 

* 53 ° h 1 W. H. Turner Select Rec. Oxford 90 Thomas 
Johns ought no peny to Falowfyld . .hut by way of executor- 
shyp. 1661 Pepys Diary 15 Sept., If she will not be ruled, 
I shall fling up my executorship. 1754 Richardson Grandi - 
son (1781) II. xxx. 288 He went to town this morning on 
the affairs of his executorship. 1823 Lamb Elia, South Sea 
House (1867) 7 He made the best executor in the world : he 
was plagued with incessant executorships accordingly. 

Executory (ekse\ki«t3ri), a. and sb. [ad. L. 
ex(s ' ecutori-tis , f. exs)ecutor : see Executor and 
-pRY. Cf. F. execuioire,] 


A. adj. 

1. Of or pertaining to the execution or carrying 
out of a command, decree, law, instructions, etc. 

1658-9 Burton's Diary (1828) III. 158 The question is 
only executory, not declarative ; only as a direction to your 
Committee. 1706 Bp. of Lincoln Charge 19 This Consti- 
tution, .was. .only an Executory Declaration of the Ancient 
Ecclesiastical Law. a 1734 North Exam. in. vii. § 30 
(1740) 524 The Contrivance at last came out of a Gray’s Inn 
Cabal, as the Persons, active in the executory Part, make 
plain. 3790 Burke Fr. Rev. Wks. V. 357 What sort of 
person is a king to command executory service, who has 
no means whatsoever to reward it ? 1851 Gladstone Glean. 
VI. xl. 27 The machinery for applying our principles to 
executory details is. .very imperfect. 

Tb. Of a law, etc. : In execution or operation ; 
in force, of force, operative. 

1483 Act 1 Richard III » c. 6 § 4 The aforesaid Ordinance 
[shall], .be executory from, the Feast of the Annunciation. . 
perpetually after to endure. 1649 Selden Laws Eng. 11. 
xxviii. (1730) 331 A Law, that was executory all the days of 
Henry Eighth. 3791 St. Papers in Ann. Reg. 339* Their 
decrees are rendered executory without requiring sanction. 
1882 Manch. Guard. 21 July, The Canal Convention . . as 
far as France is concerned is only executory after the 
Chamber has ratified it. 1885 Pall Mall. G. 33 May 7/2 An 
action on the judgment, .if the court sees in it nothing con- 
trary to French law . . may be declared executory without 
going into the merits. 

2. Concerned or charged with the execution of 
a command, decree, law, etc. ; = Executive A. 3 . 

3649 Selden Laws Eng. 1. liv. C 1739) 95 The power of 
Militia is either the Legislative or Executory power. 1796 
Burke Corr. (1844) IV. 414 As far as I know anything of 
Mr. Dundas’s office, it is merely executory. 3829 Blackw. 
Mag. XXV. 43 The Lord Lieutenant and the Secretary 
were cut down, .into mere executory agents of the British 
Government. 3858 Gladstone Homer II. 328 The lower 
and executory parts of each of these functions . . are taken 
up. .by deities far inferior to her. 

3. Law. Of acts or dispositions: Designed to 
take or capable of taking full effect only at a future 
time. Opposed to Executed. 

3592 West 1st Pt. Symbol. § 44 C, Euerie estate is either 
executed maintenant, or executorie by limitation of vse. 
3670 Blount Law Diet. s. v. Agreement , The third is .. 
Executory, in regard the thing is to be done afterwards. 
3767 Blackstone Comm. 11. xxx. 443 A contract, .may be 
executory, as if they agree to change [horses] next week. 
1818 Colebrooke Treat. Obligations^ $ Contracts I. 36 An 
executory contract . . is one which is to be subsequently 
fulfilled. 3827 J. Powell Devises II. 203 The terms of the 
executory trust seemed to import that no conveyance was 
to be made to J. until the death of the wife. 1876 Digby 
Real Prop. vii. 328 Devises of future interests in land, or, 
as they were called, executory devises. 

+ 4. Of or pertaining to an executor or to bis 
duties: =* Executorial. Obs. rare — 1 . 

3560 in Spottiswood Hist. Ch. Scot. (3677) in. 364 The 
Rector.. of the University must be exempted from all., 
burdens that may abstract them from attending the youth, 
such as Tutory, Curatory, Executory, and the like. 

B. sb. 

+1. = Executorship, Executry. Obs. rare- 1 . 

3496 Dives Paup. (W. de W.) ix. vi. 355/2 Them that 
have mysgoten them by myspurchace, or by withholdynge 
of dette, or by false executorye. 

2. An executive body (see Executive B. 2 ). 

1868 W. T. Thornton in Fortn. Rev. May 523 Unionist 
executories have all the requisite capacity for practising the 
compulsion with which current belief charges them. 

Execntress (ekse*ki 22 tres). ? Obs. Also 6 
exequetresse. [a. OF. executeresse , fern, of exe- 
cuteur : see Executor.] = Executrix. 

1593 Troub. Raigne K. John (36111 27 A will indeed .. 
Wherein the diuell is an ouerseer, And prowd dame Elianor 
sole Executresse. c 3600 Distracted Emp. 11. i. in Bullen 
0 . PI. (1884) III. 187 But how fares The Empresse now, my 
dear exequetresse ? x8%8 in Todd ; hence in mod. Diets. 

t Exe'cutrice. Obs. Also 5 executorice, 
-tryse. [(? a. AF. *executrice) ad. L. executrice-m 
(nom. executrix ) : see next. Cf. It. esecutrice . ] 
«= next. 

c 3374 Chaucer Troylus lit. 568 O Fortune, executrice of 
werdis ! 3410 E. E. Wills (1882) 17 Y be-que]?e. .my godys 
to lone my wyff . . myn Executorice Cheff. _ c 3450 Mirour 
Saluacioun 1197 Oure ladie. .wold be purified to be of the 
lawe Executrice. 1526 in Eng. Gilds (1870) 254 Agnes 
Lenche my wife, Whom I ord eigne, .my soole Executrice. 
1594 Carew Tasso (1883) 79 Weaue thou the web begun by 
my deuice, Of wane age as hold executrice. 

Executrix (ekse-kizZtriks). PI. -trices, [a. 
med.L. executrix , fem. of exf)ecutor : see Ex- 
ecutor.] A female executor; esp. a woman ap- 
pointed by a testator to execute his will. 

1502 Bury Wills (1850) 95 Of this my testament and last 
will I make myn executrix the seid Anne my wyff. a 3577 
SirT. Smith Commw. Eng. (1609)120 [Wives] bee.. made 
at the death of their husbands ey ther sole or chiefe execu- 
trices of his last will and Testament. 3650 Bulwer An- 
thropomet.xx\\. 249 Unlesse the intelligences the executrices 
of Gods providence have used this Art in some Region. 
3765 Blackstone Comm. 1. xvii, A female . . at seventeen 
may be executrix. 3827 J. Powell Devises II. 33 A testator 
. .appointing his wife S. sole executrix of his will. 

Hence f Exe cutrixsMp. Obs. rare— 1 , the 
office of executrix. 

1654 Gayton Pleas. Notes iv. viii. 229 The executrixship 
of all is thine. 

Executry (ekse'ki^tri). Sc. [f. Execut(o)r 
+ -y 3.] a. = Executorship, b. * The general 


name given to the moveable estate and effects 
of a defunct 5 (W. Bell Diet. Law Scot. 1861). 

3655 in Z. Boyd s Zion's Flowers < 1 855) App. 28/2 Accompt 
of Mr. Zachary Boid’s Executry and Movable Goods. 3754 
Erskine Princ. Sc. Law (18091 428 Executry, though it be 
sometimes said to carry a certain degree of representation 
of the deceased, is properly an office. 3843 Tail's Mag. X. 
334 Having performed the last sad offices of friendship., we 
shared their executry among the survivors. 1885 Law Rep. 
30 App. Cases 457 Our said Lords .. should remove the 
defenders from their said office of trust and executry. 

+ Exe*de, v. Obs. [f. L. exedere , f. ex- out + 
edere to eat.] trans. To eat out, corrode. 

1669 Evelyn Sylva (3776) 342 A bar of iron, .exeded and 
consumed with Rust. 1753 Monthly Rev. Jan. 69 The 
antient piece of money, .is not the least blurred or exeded. 
3754 Lewis in Phil. Trans. XLVIII. 688 All metallic sub- 
stances, except gold, are exeded from platina by the simple 
acids. 

Exedeut (e-ks/dent), a. [ad. L. exedent-em, 
pr. pple. of exedere : see Exede.] * Eating up j 
consuming; ulcerating 5 (Syd. Soc . Lex. 1884). 

t Exe*dify, v. Ohs. rare. In 7 exasdifie, 
[ad. L. extitdifica-re to build up, construct, f, ex- 
+ sedifica-re ; see Edify.] trans. To build up ; 
to complete, finish. 

a 1617 P. Bayne Diocesan's Try all (3621) 76 The. .exsedi- 
fying of the body of Christ. 1641 1 Smectymnuus’ Find. 
Answ. § 33 Bishops are given ..not to lay foundations, or 
to exaedifie some imperfect beginnings. 

!l Exedra, exbedra (e*ksJdra, eksrdra). PI. 
8-9 exedree, -hedree. [a. L. exedra , f. Gr. 4jc- (see 
Ex- prefP) + IS pa a sitting place. Cf. F. exedre.] 

1 . Ancient Arch . a. f The portico of the palaestra 
or gymnasium in which disputations of the learned 
were held among the ancients ; also, in private 
houses, the pastas or vestibule, used for conversa- 
tion 5 (Parker Gloss. Archil. 1874). 

1706 Phillips (ed. Kerseyb Exedrse. 3832 Gell Pom- 
peiana I . vi. 90 The vestibulum and the exedra. 3841 W. 
Spalding Italy 4 It. lsl. I. 189 Exedra;, the usual scenes of 
the afternoon slumber, 1858 R. A. Vaughan Ess. 4 Rev. 
I. 5 He sees them, .sitting in the shady retirement of the 
exhedra, discussing their theories. 

b.~ A psis 3 b a: cf. Cathedra. 

3725 tr. Dupin' s Eccl. Hist, ijth c. I. v. 69 The Preacher 
was plac'd in a Chair lifted up, which the ancients called . . 
Exedra. 3842-76 Gwilt Archit. Gloss, s. v. Apsis, The 
bishop's throne . . was sometimes called exhedra. 3875 
Parker Gloss. Archit., Exedra , used as synonymous with 
Cathedra, for a throne or seat of any kind. 

2 . (See quots.) 

1850 We ale Diet. Terms , Exedra . . a by-place, or jutty. 
3875 Parker Gloss. Archit., Exedra or Exhedra, a recess 
or large niche in a wall . . sometimes applied to a porch or 
chapel which projects from a larger building. 

Exeem, var. form of Exeme Sc. 

f Exegema*tie, a. Obs. rare— 1 , [as if f. Gr. 
*l£7/7»7^ar- stem of*€£r)yr)fjia explanation (f. i£rjyb- 
ecrOat : see Exegesis) + -ic.] Explanatory. 

3683 E. Hooker Pref Ep. to Pordage’s Mystic Div. 102 
By waie of an Exegematic Character. 

Exegence, -eney, -ent, obs. ff. Exigence, etc. 

Exegesis (eksJdgrsis). [a. Gr. ^rjyrjms, f. 
(fyyhcOcu to interpret, f. ££- (see Ex- pref.%) + 
rjyiectOai to guide, lead. Cf. F. exegbse.] 

1 . Explanation, exposition (of a sentence, word, 
etc.); esp. the interpretation of Scripture or a 
Scriptural passage. 

3823 in Crabb Technol. Diet., Exegesis, an explication of 
words or an elucidation of sentences, a 3848 R. W. Hamil- 
ton Rew. f Punishm. Notes (3853) 423 The exegesis of 
Scripture is conducted by instituting inquiry into what 
certain parties understood. 3857 Gladstone Glean . VI. 
xix. 59 That most wretched consummation, which reduces 
all exegesis to a profane and deluding art. 1876 M. Arnold 
Lit. 4 Dogma x 6 x A very small experience of Jewish exe- 
gesis will convince us. 

b. An explanatory note, a gloss. 

3639 Sacrilege Handl \ App. 33 The Septuagint makes the 
23. vers, but as an Exegesis of the former verse, ^ <31638 
Mede Chr. Sacrif. v. Wks. 11. (3672) 364 KAacas rov aorov 
and irpocrevxdi, Breaking of Bread and Prayers, are to be 
referred to kolvmvlcl Communion, as the Exegesis thereof. 
1653 W. Sclater (Jun.) Fun. Serm. (3654) 5 The exegesis 
and exposition of tne former [expression]. 1751 Chambers 
Cycl. s. v., The second [word] is only an exegesis, or ex- 
planation of the first. 

G. An expository discourse. 

1727-51 in Chambers Cycl. Hence 1832 in Webster ; and 
in some mod. Diets. 

+ 2. Algebra. (See quot.) Obs. 

1706 Phillips (ed. Kersey), Exegesis Numerosa .. the 
Numeral, or Lineal Solution, or Extraction of Roots, out of 
Adfected Equations. 3796 Hutton Math. Diet. s.v. 

Exegete (e'ks/d^z't). [ad. Gr, k£ 7 )yrjTr}s an ex- 
pounder, interpreter, f. QrjyUoQai (see Exegesis) : 
cf. F. exdgbtei] An expounder, interpreter. 

1 . Greek Antiq. At Athens, one of those three 
members of the Eumolpidae, whose province it 
was to interpret the religious arid ceremonial law, 
the signs in the heavens, and oracles. 

3730-6 in Bailey (folio), Exegetes, persons among the 
Athenians learned in the laws of the juris consulti ; whom 
the judges used to consult in capital cases. 3869 A. W. ' 
Ward tr. Curtius’ Greece II. 11. iv. 39 Apollo himself was 
the supreme Exegete, the ultimate source of legality. 
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2. One who explains or interprets difficult pas- 
sages ; one skilled in exegesis; an expounder. 

1859 Ellicott Comm. Gal. Pref, (ed, 2) 25 For the former 
(Chrysostom] . . as an exegete, X entertain the greatest re- 
spect. 187a Contemp. Rev . XXL 74 Goodwin, an exegete 
..hardly second to Chillingworth. 1885 Plumptre Spir. 
in Prison 364 Unrivalled as an exegete of Scripture. 

|! Exegetes (eks/d^rtiz). [a. Gr, : 

see prec. J (See quots.) 

1846 Grote Greece 1, i. I. 83 The exegetes or local guide 
arid interpreter belonging to each temple, .recounted to 
curious strangers these traditional narratives. Ibid. ( 1854) 
I. 381 The Theban exegetes assured Pausanias of this fact. 
Exegetic (eksidge’tik), a. and sb. [ad. Gr. 
Ifi77 yjTiKus, f. eg-qyhcrdat ; see Exegesis, Of. Fr, 
exege'tique.J A. adj. 

1. = Exegetical. Const, of 
1655-60 Stanley Hist. Philos. (1701) 175/1 Of Platonick 
discourse there are two kinds Hyphegetick, and Exegetick. 
2677 Gale Crt. Gentiles II, iv. 187 Plato oft ., joins them 
[ Law and Order] together as exegetic each of other. 1801 
W. Taylor in Monthly Mag. XII. 577 It is . . behind the 
present state of exegetic knowledge. 1837 Carlyle Fr. 
Rev. II xv. iv, This strange autograph Letter the National 
Assembly decides . . on transmitting to the Eighty-three 
Departments, with exegetic commentary. 1841 G. S. Faber 
Provinc . Lett. (1844' .L 206 note, The etiam is exegetic 
and explanatory of what Reinerius had said just before. 

2. Alg. [after mod.L. exegeticus, so used by Vieta 
in 1600 .] The distinctive epithet of Vieta’s pro- 
cess (see Exegesis 2 ) for the solution of equations. 

1843 pE Morgan in Penny Cycl. XXV . 317 His [Vieta's] 
extension of the antient rules for division and extraction of 
the square and cube roots to the exegetic process for the 
solution of ail equations. 

B. sb. 1. = Gr. ebrjyrjTtK-f} (rex^rf) (see quot.), 
2838 Sir W, Hamilton Logic xxxjv. (1866) II. 199 The 
Art of Interpretation, called, .technically Hermeneutic or 
Exegetic. 

2. ft. (after Gr. rd e^TjyrjriKd) — Exegetical 
theology : see Exegetical. 

1853 J. H. Newman Scope Univ. Educ. x j Aquila, Sym- 
machus. .have supplied materials for primitive exegetics. 
2864 Carlyle Freak. Gt. IV. 310 An uncommonly frugal 
rate of board, for a man skilled in Hermeneutics, Hebraics 
. . Exegetics, etc. 

Exegetical (ekszcl^e* tikal) , a. [f.as prec. +-al.] 
f 1. Of the nature of a gloss ; explanatory. 
Const, of, to. Obs. 

a 2623 W. Pemble Exp : Zachary (1629) 1x5 This Exege- 
ticall interpretation of this place sounds harshly. 2643 W. 
Price Serm. 32 The one verse is exegeticall to the other. 
2666 J. Smith Old Age (ed. 2) 135 Life, and soul, and 
spirit, are. .often made exegetical one of another. 1721 
IVodrow Corr. (1843) II. 553, I take this proposition to be 
exegetical. 

2 . Of, pertaining to, or of the nature of exegesis, 
exposition or interpretation; esp. of the Scrip- 
tures ; expository. Exegetical theology : that branch 
of theological learning which deals with the inter- 
pretation of the Scriptures and the subjects there- 
with connected ; « Exegetics. 

2838-9 Hallam Hist. Lit. (1864) IV. ii. iv. 57 In the. .exe- 
getical theology , the English divines had already taken a 
conspicuous station. 2844 Stanley Arnold (1858) I. iii. 
148 Dogmatical instruction .. conveyed.. in a practical or 
exegetical shape. 1862 H. J. Rose in Replies to Ess. 4 Rev. 
120 He has attributed to Jerome exegetical absurdities. 

3. Of or pertaining to exegetics. 

2884 Nonconf. <$• Indep. 14 Feb, 157/1 Exegetical study is 
not new tohim. 

Exegetically (eksi'd^e-tikali), adv. [f. prec. 
+ -lyA] In an exegetical manner: fa. Byway 
of gloss or explanation. Obs. b. In an expository 
manner. 

121638 Mede Chr. Sacrif. iv. Wks, ir. 361 Here you see 
Oblations and Eucharists exegetically joined together. 
2659 Pearson Creed I. 201 The ‘form of a servant' exe- 

f etically continued ‘in the likeness of man’, a 2720 Bp. 

Iull Wks. (1713) 1. 200 This is not added exegetically, or by 
way of Exposition. 2845 R. Jebb in Encycl. Metrop. (1847) 
II. 675/1 The science of jurisprudence properly admits of 
being treated in four different ways, philosophically, didac- 
tically or dogmatically, and exegetically. 

Exege*tist (eksz'dsrtist). [f. Gr. kgrjyrjr-rjs 
(see Exegete) + -ist.] =- Exegete 3. 

1848 Geo. Eliot in Life iii. (1887) xoi, I speak to an experi- 
enced exegetist. 1882-3 Schaff Encycl. Relig. Kncnvl. I. 
640 Diodorus . . was, as an exegetist, one of the masters of 
the Antiochian school. 

Bxeime, obs. form of Exeme v. Sc, 

Exelent, obs. form of Excellent. 
Exeleuthero'stomize, v. nonce-wd. [as if ad. 
Gr. *k£€\€v&€pocrTOfx , i£-€tv , f. out -f khe-bdepos free 
+ cnbpa mouth.] trans. To speak out freely. 

2854 Badham Halieut. 18 1 The heroes of the Iliad — shall 
we hide it to live, or exeleutherostomize it and die?— -are 
for the most part boors. 

Exeltree, obs. form of Axle-tree. 
Exembryonate (ekse'mbri|Ai<rit), a. Bot. [f. 
Ex- pref A + med.L. embryon~em + -ate.] 

2866 Treas. Bot., Exembryonate , a name given to cryp- 
togams in consequence of their spores not containing an 
embryo.' 

j* Exe’me, v. Chiefly Se. Obs. Also 6-9 ex- 
eem(e, 7 exeime, exime. [ad. L. exim-ere, f. ex- 
out + emere to take. For the phonology cf. redeem .] 
1. trans . To set free, release: a .from a pay- 


ment, an obligation, from obedience to (a law, 
rule, etc.) ; * Exempt v. 4 a and b. 

*563 Davidson Ajisw, Kennedy in Wodr. Soc. Misc. 
(2844)251 The Gentiles that belevis is exemit fra the Law of 
Moyses. 2639 Prod. Chas. I. Spoil, 2 [We] eximed all 
ministers at their entry from giving any other oath than, 
etc. <22657 Sir J. Balfour Ann . Scot. (2824-5) II. 28 
All knowen merchants . . wer exeimed from taking this 
othe.^ 2733 P. Lindsay Interest Scot , 174 So many of them 
[foreign Materials'] as are used at publick Bleach-fields, , 
should be exeemed from the Payment of Duty, 1814 Scott I 
JV (tv. xii, He hath no title to be exeemed from the obliga- 
tions of the code of politeness. 

b. from pain, a penalty, etc. ; also simply ; 
Exempt v. 4 c. 

1578 in Spottiswood Hist. Ch. Scot. vr. (1677) 299 Nor 
doth it agree with the Scripture that they should be ex- 
eemed from the correction of their brethren. 1585 Commend. , 
Verses in Jas. Ps Ess. Poesie (Arb.) 10 My minde exemed j 
was from caire. 2637 Gillespie Eng.-Pop. Cercrn. 11. vii. ' 
29 His Majesties Auctority, did . .exeeme the affirmers from 
the paines of probation. 1647 H. More Song of Soul n. m. 
iv. ii, It no man can extern from miseries. 2716 J. Row 
va IVodrow Corr. (1843) 1L 135 He had paid his cess ; yet 
this exeemed him not. 

2. To take away, remove ; also, to select, except 
from ; = Exempt v. i, 2. 

a 2605 Montgomerie Misc. Poems x\il. 59 Beuties freshest 
florish, fair, Exemed clene from Loves lair. 1640 Canterh. 
Self-Convict. 63 They exeeme all tenets controverted this 
day among any Christians from being the Subject of heresie. 
a 2652 Calderwood Hist . Kirk (1843) II. 342 She did what 
she could to exeme all feare and doubts out of his minde. 
26E8 Ess. oft Magistracy in Harl. Misc. ( 1808) I. 5 Express 
liberty is a stipulation, whereby some things are by express 
paction eximed from the power of the Sovereign. 

t E'xemie, ct, Obs. rare. [ad. L. eximi-us 
distinguished, f. eximere : see prec. Cf. OF. ex- 
emme.] Excellent, illustrious. 

1497 Bp. Alcock Mans Perfect. Aij 4 The exemie pro* 
phete Ysay exhorteth al mankynde. 

Exempill, obs. form of Example. 
t Exe mplable, a. Obs. [ad. med.L. exem- 
plabilis, f. exemplar Exemplar xA] ‘ That may 
be imitated’ (Bailey 1721-61). 2775 in Ash. 

Exemplar (egze*mplai), sb. Forms : 4-5 ex- 
emplaire, -ayre, 5-6 exemplar©, 5- exemplar. 
[ME. exemplaire, a. OF. exemplaire : see Exam- 
plar. The mod. form is partly a descendant of 
this, partly an adoption of L. exemplar , -are, sb., 
orig. neut. of exemplar is adj. : see next.] 

1 . A person or thing which serves as a model 
for imitation ; an example. Formerly also, f a 
pattern for work : cf. Sampler. 

1433-50 Xx.Higden (Rolls) I. 5 In this tyrae . . thexem- 
plares of acciones spectable scholde not be patent. 1490 
Caxton Eneydfs xL (1890) 41 [Nature] hathe produced hyra 
[ Aeneas] for to make one fayer chief werke to thexemplayre 
of alle other. 2530 Palsgr. 157 Vne exemple, an exemplar 
for a woman to worke by, 1549 Latimer Serm. bef. 
Edw. VI (Arb.) 109 Christ is the . . patrone and the exem- 
plar, that all preachers oughte to folowe. 1694 Pomfret 
Poems, Death Q. Mary 128 Him for her high exemplar she 
design'd. 2744 Epitaph in Brand Hist. Newcastle (1789) 

I. 676 ''His Master's presence will reward . . his virtues by 
a more intimate converse with the great Exemplar. 1793 
T. Maurice Ind. Antiq. (i8o5) I, 105 It is impossible for 
the artist to deviate from the exemplar before him. 1875 
Jowett Plato (ed. 2) V. 25 The Republic is . . the pattern 
of all other states and the exemplar of human life, 
f b. -- Example 3 b. Obs. rare~ l . 

1393 Gower Conf. II. 31 Fulfilled of slouthes exemplaire 
There is yet one his secretaire, And he is cleped negligence. 

2 . The model, pattern, or original after which 
something is made ; an archetype whether real or 
ideal. 

a 26x8 Raleigh (J.), The idea and exemplar of the world 
was first in God. 1652 Raleigh’s Ghost 158 Christ was like 
to Moses, as . . the Exemplar, or Sample [is] to the image. 
1725 Watts Logic 1. iii. § 3 Real ideas are such as . . have 
real objects or exemplars, which did, or do. .actually exist. 
1829 Jas. Mill Hum. Mind{xB6g) L viii. 251 The external 
exemplars according to which individual things were made. 
2882 Farrar Early Chr. I. 269 A spiritual world, which 
was the archetype and exemplar of the visible. 

3 . An instance, example ; a parallel instance, a 
parallel. 

2677 Hale Prim. Orig. Man. 1. 1. 26 It doth give me not 
only an undeniable evidence, but an exemplar in analogy 
and explication. 2863 Geo. ’Euov Romola 1. vi, Those fri- 
volous productions of which Luigi Pulci has furnished the 
r most peccant exemplar. 2866 H. Phillips Amer. Paper 
Curr. II. 11 Modern history is not wanting in exemplars. 

4 . A typical instance; a type, specimen (of a 

I class) ; a typical embodiment or personification (of 
a quality, system, etc.). 

1656 Sanderson Serm. (iriSg 1 ) 131 There is scarce to be 
found such another complete Exemplar of a wicked Magis- 
trate [as Caius Verres]. c 1676 South Serm. Worldly 
Wisd. (1715) I. 340 Cromwell,. the.. grand Exemplar of 
Hypocrisy. 1744 Harris Three Treat, in. ir. (1765) 216 
An Offer to paint them a Helen, as a Model and Exemplar 
of the most exquisite Beauty, 1812 Woodhouse Astron. 
xxiv. 258 A kind of sample and exemplar of almost all As- 
tronomical processes. 1837 Thirl wall Greece IV. xxxv. 

§ 61 Sisyphus, the legendary exemplar of cunning. 186a 
tanley Jew. Ch. (1877) I. xvii. 323 They are the true 
exemplars of the grasping and worldly clergy of all ages. 
2868 Helps Realm ah xii. (1876) 309 The friendship be- 
tween a dog and a man is the highest form and exemplar of 
: friendship. • ' i V:' ; ; ; ^ 


5 . A f copy’ of a book, etc. 

2539 Taverner Bible Pref., To amend the same [default] 
according to the true exemplars. 1570 Billingsley Euclid 
xv. Introd. 431 In the Greke exemplars are found in this 
25. booke only 5 propositions, 2665 Phil. 'Frans. I. 102 
His second Tome, whereof he lately presented some Exem- 
plars to his Friends. 2864 IIazlitt E. P. Poetry IV. 1 
Many pamphlets . . remain to us only in a single exemplar. 
2875 Scrivener Lect.Grk. Test. i. 4 All exemplars of the 
same edition resemble each other. 

f Exe’mplar, a. Obs. Also 5 exemplair(e, 
7 exemplar©, [ad. (either through F. exemplaire or 
directly) L. exemplar- is (see -arI), f. exemplnml} 

1 . Typical; ~= Exemplary a. 2, 

2570 Dee Math. Pref. 3 The Exemplar Number of .'all 
thinges Numerable, a 1668 Davenant To the Queen 
Poems (1673) 246 That Sand 's th* exemplar Seed, by which 
we know How th’ Hour’s of the ensuing Year will grow. 

2 . Of a penalty ; «= Exemplary a. 3. 

2588 R. Parke tr. Mendoza’s China 92 Coockoldes . . are 
punished with exemplar punishments. 1626 T. H, Cans sins 
Holy Crt. 41 j. If he were found culpable of such a viliany, 
he would inflict an exemplar punishment vpon him. 2639 
G. Daniel Ecclus. xix. 10 He shall be worne with ranke 
Infirmities, Corrupt, and made Exemplar to the Eyes Of 
other Men. 1656 Cowley Davideis iv. 120 Ely's curs'd 
House th' exemplar Vengeance bears Of all their Blood. 

3 . Likely to become an example or precedent ; 
extraordinary, flagrant; = Exemplary a. 4. 

1605 Bacon Adv. Learn. 11. xxiii. § 6 One judicial and ex- 
emplar iniquity in the face of the world doth trouble the 
fountains of justice more than [etc.]. <22634 Chapman Rev. 
Honour Wkx.fx%73' i HI* 33 1 That which on others would 
be fitting justice, On. .your, .son wil be exemplar crueltie. 

4 . » Exemplary 6. 

c 1475 Partenay 6377 Thys lady full swete and ryght de- 
bonair, To all other lades exemplair. <* 2500 Flower <$• 
Leaf Ixxii, The nine crowned be very exemplaire, Of all 
honour longing to chivalry. 1603 F lorio Montaigne 1 1634) 
3 Having with, an unmatched countenance and exemplar 
constancie endured these two affronts. 2621 Donne Serm . 
xx i. 205 Exemplar men that might be our patterns for 
sobriety. 2683 Lond. Gaz. No. 2864/1 Your Exemplar and 
happy Government in Church and State. 1706 De Foe 
fnre Div. xii. 273 Exemplar Vertue took the Reins in 
Hand. 2739 ‘ R. Bull ' tr. Gf'obianns 39 Like his thy Life, 
like his thy Manners be ; And shine exemplar to Posterity, 
b. Having the force of an example. 

2642 Chas. I. A nsw. Petit. Lds. 4 Com. 17 June 6 The 
Fidelity , .of His good Subjects of this County, which He 
hopes will prove exemplar over His whole Kingdom. 

Hence t Exe'mplarly adv., by means of ex- 
ample; in an exemplary or signal manner. 

1626 T. H. Caussin’s Holy Crt. (1634) Aijb, A Pious 
Queene, who exemplarly maketh good, what diffusedly 
is heere handled. 2676 W. Row Contn. Blair’s A ntobiog. 
xii. 11848) 413 Duty which lieth , . more eminently and ex- 
emplarly on the Ministers of the Gospel. 

22:xempla*ric, ct. rare . [f. Exemplar .rA + -10.] 
Serving as an exemplar. 

2836 G. S. Faber Election (1842') 31 1 The typical or exem- 
plaric Election of the Israelites under the Law. 

Exemplarily (for pronunc. cf. Exemplary), 
adv. Also 7 -aryly. [f. Exemplary a. + -ly 2 .] 
In an exemplary manner. 

f 1 . In various obs. senses : As an example, pat- 
tern, or archetype ; by way of example or illustra- 
tion ; signally, conspicuously. Cf, Exemplary 
4> 5- 

1634 Sir T. Herbert Trav. (1677) 214 These wild dogs 
. . vary their species ; as exemplarily we see in the In- 
dian Ounce, which is the product of an Europsean cat. 
a 2677 Barrow Wks. 2686 II. 341 Hence . , he could . . de- 
scribe an exact copy of righteousness for us to transcribe ; 
shewing us exemplarily how as men we should behave our 
selves. 1678 Cud worth Intell. Syst. 503 Considerations of 
the Deity as vertually and exemplarily conteining all things, 
1683 E. Hooker Fref. Ep. to P or d age’s Mystic Div. 21 
Sin is not only, .in private, connived at. .but autoritativly, 
exemplarily and Diabolicly, in public, countenanced, 
a 1703 Burkitt On N. T. Luke vi. 19 How rare it is to find 
those who are eminently great, exemplarily good? 

2 , By way of deterrent example or warning. 

2627 Hakewill Apol. tv . xiv. 1 (1630) 503 Some he punish- 

eth exemplarily in the world, 1684 Lond. Gaz . No. 1952/3 His 
Excellency., being resolved to have the promoters of these 
Tumults exemplarily punished. 1774 Wilkes Corr. (1805) 
IV. 180 The perfidy of the French, and the treachery of the 
Dutch, were exemplarily chastised . 1880 Sala in lUust. Lond. 
NewsiZ Dec. 587 Their leaders, . were exemplarily hanged, 

3 . So as to deserve imitation. 

2611 Cotgr. Exemplairement , exemplarily; for others to 
follow, or to take example by. 1625 Donne Serm. iii. 20 
Such as were noted to be exemplarily religious and sanc- 
tified men. 1754 Richardson Grandison (2781) III. ix. 62 
Mrs. Oldham. , lived now very happily and very exemplarily, 
1858 Holland Titcomb’s Lett. i. 173 The cast iron hus- 
band. .provides for his family exemplarily. 1876 Bancroft 
Hist. If. S. I. viii. 226 Exemplarily faithful to his country 
and to its prince. v ' 

Exemplariness (for pronunc. cf. Exem- 
plary). Also 7-8 examplarmess. [f. as prec. + 
-ness.] The quality of being exemplary. 

1 . The quality of being worthy of imitation ; 
fitness to serve as a model for imitation. 

1650 Davenant Gondibert Pref,, Wit., is, in Divines, 
Humility, Examplariness [edd. 2651, 2673 Exemplariness], 
and Moderation. 1698 Atterbury Disc Lady Cutis 10 
The Exemplariness of her Behaviour call'd off the Eyes of 
several to observe it. 175a Carte Hist. Eng. III. 619 The 
examplariness of her conduct. Ibid, IY. 337 The exem- 
plariness of their lives. 1883 Schaff Encycl. Rtdig. Kmwl. 
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II. 973/2 [P. Henry] is remembered for the purity and ex- 
emplariness of his Hie. 

1 2. The quality of being likely to be taken as 
an example ; prominence. Obs. 

1665 Boyle Occas. Reft* iv. xii, The exemplariness and 
influence as well of their [kings’] vices as of their virtues. 

Bxemplarity (egzemplarriti). [f. L. exem- 
pldr-is r -ITT. Cf. Fr. exemplaritS .] The quality 
of being exemplary. Cf. Exemplary a . 3 and 6. 

1. The quality of being fit to serve as a model 
or pattern for imitation ; exemplary conduct ; 
exemplariness; also, an instance of such conduct. 

1619 Brent tr. SarpCs Counc . Trent (1676) 134 His Holi- 
ness should send ten or twelve Prelates . . men rare, of ex- 
emplarity and learning. 1644 J. Goodwin Fighting agst, 
God 39 Such exemplarities of life and conversation, which 
are sanctified and appointed by God. 1681 H. More Exp. 
Dan . iv, 127 note, John, .having by the exemplarity of his 
Life., drawn the eyes of all so upon him. 1789 Bentham 
Pr/nc Legist, xv ii § 13 The properties of exemplarity and 
frugality seem to pursue the same immediate end though by 
different courses. 1868 Browning Ring Bk, xu. 271 
Defunct in faith and exemplarity. 

1 2. The quality or fact of acting as an example 
or pattern. Obs 

a 1677 Barrow Wks. 1686 III. 33 Some performances [of 
our Lord], .were done for exemplarity. 

t 3. The quality or fact of acting as an example 
or warning. Obs. 

1648 Cromwell Let. 21 Sept, (Carlyle 1 , I hope the exem- 
plarity of justice will testify for us our great detestation of 
the fact. 2660 Jeh. Taylor Duct. Du bit. iv. iv. § 12 Not 
upon any direct account of justice, hut . . for terror and exem- 
plarity 

t Exe’mplarize, v. Obs. rare-\ [f. Exem- 
plar + -ize.j To illustrate by example. 

Hence Exe-mplarizmg ppl. a. 

1653 Gaule Magastrom. 103 The historizing or exemplar- 
izing {misprinted exemplanizing] Astrologers. 

Exemplary (egze'mplari, e-gzemplari), a. and 
adv. Also 6-7 exemplarie, 6-9 examplary, 7 
exempleary. [f. late L. exempldr-is (see Exem- 
plar a. and -ary 2 ), f. exemplum.] A. adj. 

+ 1. Of or pertaining to an example ; furnishing 
examples. Obs. 

1623 Cockeram, Exemplarie , of or belonging to an ex- 
ample. 1640 J. Mabbe {title) Cervantes’ Exemplarie No- 
vells. a 1649 R. Holdsworth in Spurgeon Treas. Dav. 
Ps. cxxiii. 2 It is an exemplary particle, to stir them [men] 
up to do the like. 1693-1733 m Coles. 1823 {title) The 
Exemplary Novels of M. de Cervantes Saavedra. 

2 . That may serve as a specimen or type ; in a 
typical form ; typical. 

1614 Selden Titles Hon. 5 , 1 allow, that a Family . . was 
as an exemplary Monarchic. ^ 1670 Milton Hist. Eng. m. 
(1S51) 94 This third Book having to tell of accidents various 
and exemplary. 1683 tr. Erasmus' Mori & Enc. 31 The 
two Cato's are exemplary instances. 1878 Ruskin Notes on 
Turner 72 Four exemplary drawings he . . [Turner] made for 
specimens. 

b. Serving for an illustration ; illustrative. 

1639 Fuller Holy Wary. xxiv. (1647) 271 Exemplary is 
the Coat of George Villiers Duke of Buckingham; five 
Scallop-shells on a plain Crosse, speaking his predecessours 
valour in the Holy warre. 1817 W. Taylor in Monthly Rev. 
LXXXII. 82 Collecting exemplary passages which can only 
assist a reader to infer the meaning of a word by induction. 

3. Of a penalty, damages, etc. : Such as may 
serve for a warning, or act as a deterrent. 

1603 Knolles Hist. Turks (1638) 196 The Christians 
sent by Lazarus , .suffered many of them exemplary punish- 
ment. a 2662 Fuller Worthies (1840) III. 99 Hisjustice 
was exemplary on thieves and robbers. 1734 tr. Ratlin's 
Anc. Hist, (1827) III. vii. 298 He took an exemplary ven- 
geance. 1809 Observer 7 May, From the frequency of this 
offence, it became necessary to punish it with exemplary 
severity. 1888 Bryce Amer. Commw. II. App. 672 The 
plaintiff, in addition to the actual damage, may . . recover 
exemplary damages. 

f b. Phrases: To be exemplary, to become a 
warning. To make [a person, also a thing) exem- 
plary : to make an example of. Obs. 

1391. Lambarde Archeion (1635) 181 These offences might 
be made exemplary and forewarning to other men. 1658-9 
Burton's Diary (1828 > III. 251 Let him be exemplary in his 
punishment. Send him to the Tower, and fine him 1000/. 
1669 Lond Gas. No. 4x1/4 The Ring-leaders in the late 
Tumult, whom he intends to make exemplary. 1692 R. 
L’Estrange Josephus! Antiq. iv. ii. (1733) 79 That dark 
Way of Proceeding ought to be made exemplary in time. 

4. Of a kind to become an example, liable to be 
turned into a precedent. Hence in weaker sense : 
Such as to attract notice; remarkable, extraordinary, 
signal, arch. 

1589 Puttenham Eng, Poesie 1. xx. (Arb.) 58 The good 
and bad of Princes is more exemplarie . . then the priuate 
persons. 1629 Chapman Juvenal 185 A lamprey of an ex- 
emplary size. That for dimension bears the prize from all. 
1649 Selden Laws Eng. n. iii. (1739) *8 Such crimes as 
are contrary to . . the publick profit or peace, in a more ex- 
emplary way than ordinary. 1718 Prior Solomon 11. 986 
From thisabyss of exemplary vice Resolv'd . .to rise. 2829 
Cen. P . Thompson Exerc. (1842) I. 137 There was nobody 
1 k a more exemplary bawling for the constable, 

5. Of things : Serving as a model or pattern, 
after which something may be made ; archetypal. 

x 594 Hooker Reel. Pot j. iii. 8 We are not of opinion. . 
that nature in working hath before her certaine exemplary 
draughts or patternes. 1659 H. L'Estrange A tliance Div. 
Off. 40 So that what Osmund intended peculiarly for his 
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own use became exemplary to others. 1702 Land. Gass. 
No. 3809/8 An exemplary Invoice, proper for those at Sea 
and Land. 28x6 W. Taylor in Monthly Rev. LXXXI. 525 
Manuscript books . . sufficiently popular to be exemplary. 
1854 Trench Synon . N. T. Ser. 1. (i860) 83 The firs t_ edition 
of 161 z .. should have been considered authoritative and 
exemplary for all that followed. 

6. Of persons and personal attributes : Fit to 
serve as an example or pattern for imitation. 

1589 Puttenham Eng. Poesie 1. xix, (Arb.) 55 The good 
and exemplarie things and actions of the former ages. 
x6i2 T. Taylor Comm. Titus ii. 7 In. .good doctrine, and 
good life, .exemplarie to his la minister’s] people in publike 
and priuate. 2640 T. Heywood ( title). The exemplary 
Lives and memorable Acts of nine the most worthy Women 
of the World. 1663 Gerbier Counsel A j a, Your Lordship 
hath been exemplary to better Building. 2709 Steele 
Tatler No. 104 1 3 This Lady lived several Years an Ex- 
emplary Pattern of Conjugal Love. 1848 M acavlav Hist. 
Eng, II. 92 He was a man of learning and fervent piety. . 
and an exemplary parish priest. 2883 W. R. S. Ralston 
in 19 tk Cent. XIII. 88 Popular tales are, as a general rule, 
provided with exemplary morals. 

Hence f b. Excellent, perfect. Obs. 

1644 Bulwer Chirol. 11 The most faithfull guide to the 
exemplary knowledge of any matter of Fact. 

f B. adv. In an exemplary manner ; to an ex- 
emplary degree ; so as to be exemplary. Obs. 

2626 G. Sandys Ovid's Met., Life 3 Continuing to the end 
exemplarie faithfull. 1658 A. Fox tr. Warts' Surg. 1. iii. 8 
Such Surgeons, .deserve to be punished severely and ex- 
emplary. 2729 Morgan Algiers I. iv. 74 That good Pastor 
[S. Augustine] persuaded him to live exemplary in his Sta- 
tion. 1773 Wilkes Corr. (1805) IV. 139 Our captain, .had 
been exemplary humane and good. 

t Exemplary, sb. Obs. [ad. late L. exe?n- 
pldrium (whence Fr. exemplaire : see Exampler), 
f. exemplum Example.] 

1. a. A type or figure, b. A typical instance, 
an example, c. An example, pattern of conduct. 

c 2430 Lydg. Bochas I. viii. 118 (1558) 15 a/x Let Zisara be 
your examplary. Ibid. II, xxii. 7. 56 b/i An examplary 
of porte & maner. . 2579 Fulke Heskins' Pari. 374 Basill 
calleth breade & wine avrlrwim, or exemplaria , exemplaries 
of the bodie and bloud of Christ. 2583 Stubbes Anat. 
Abus. B vj, The pride of apparel remaining in sight, as an 
exemplary of evilL 

2. a. A "copy’ of a book; = Exemplar^. 5. 
b. A copy or transcript (of a writing). 

1538 Leland I tin. I. p. xix, Parte of the examplaries. .hath 
beene imprinted yn Germany. 1548 Udall Erasni. Par., 
Ltike Pref. 5 b, The Latine exemplaries . . do vary and not 
well agree. 1633 J. Done Hist. Septuagint 29 The ex- 
emplary of Demetrius his request to the King was this : 
Great sir, Since [etc.]. 1706 A. Bedford Temple Mus. vii. 
143 Moses had ordered the Kings a Copy of the Law. The 
Exemplary of the Temple was taken away. 

t Exe'Mplate. Obs. rare- 1 , [ad. late L. ex- 
empldt-um , neut. pa. pple. of exemplars : see 
next.] Something made after an exemplar or pat- 
tern. Contrasted with exemplar. 

2677 Gale Crt. Gentiles II. iv. 322 The Divine Essence, 
which representes al things ; as an Exemplar directes the 
operation of God in producing the Exemplates or things 
formed according thereunto. 

t Exemplate, v. Obs. rare. [f. late L. exem- 
plat-, ppL stem of exemplars * to example ’ (in 
various senses), f. exemplum Example.] trans. To 
show by examples. 

c 1601 W. Watson Decacordon 193 Might it he without 
offence to exemplate out of Parsons Philopater by what 
meanes the change of religion came, I could, etc. 

t Exe'mplative, a. Obs. rare- 1 , [f. L. ex- 
empl-um Example sb. ; cf, figurative.] Furnish- 
ing an example. 

C1450 Henrysqn Mor.fi ab. 84 The sentence was fructuous 
and agreable, In Moralitie exemplatiue prudent. 
Exemple, -er, obs. ff. Example, -er. 
Exemplifi&Me (egze-’mplifsrab’l), a. rare . 
[f. E xemplify + -able.] That maybe exemplified. 

1807 Coleridge Lit. Rem. (1836) I. 263 The psycholo- 
gical cause is easily stated, and copiously exemplifiable. 
2864 In Webster ; and in mod. Diets. 

t Exe'mplificate, v- Obs. rare- 1 , [f. med.L. 
exemplifiedt- ppl. stem of exemplijiedre : see Ex- 
emplify,] trans. = Exemplify 8. 

2577-87 Holinshed Chron. III. 2124/1 The words whereof 
for the more euidence, I thought here to exemplificat. 

t Exe*mplifLcate, sb. Obs. rare-\ [ad. med. 
L. *exemplificdtum , neut. of pa. pple. of exempli- 
jiedre: see prec.] A copy, transcript. 

2577 Harrison England n. xxv. (2877) 1. 365 Sundrie ex- 
emphficats of the grants are yet to be seene in writing. 

Exemplification (egzeunplifik^-jbn). [a. 
AF. exemplification , ad. med.L. exemplficdtion-em r 
n. of action f. exemplijiedre : see Exemplify.] 

1. The action of exemplifying ; showing or illus- 
trating by example ; an instance of this. In ex- 
emplification of: so as to exemplify. 

1548 Hall Chron. Hen. VIII. an. 22 For the more exem- 
plification of the same, he sent the Lorde de Roche with 
letters of credence. 2631 Gouge God’s A rrows in. § 2. 179 
Before the particular exemplification of the foresaid promise, 
the Issue thereof is inserted. 2779-82 T ohnson L. P., A d- 
dison Wks. IIL 87 The mention of another like consequence 
from a like cause, .is not a simile, but an exemplification. 
2809 Coleridge Friend {2865I 20 So much in proof and ex- 
emplification of the probable expediency of pious deception. 


exemplify; 

2864 Burton Scot. Abr. II. i. 60 In exemplification of some 
of the recondite principles laid down. 

2. That which exemplifies, or serves as an illus- 
tration of a law, general principle, statement, etc. 

2582 G. Martin in Fulke' s Defence (1843) 490 As is plain 
by the exemplification immediately following, of king, and 
dukes, and other sent or appointed by him, 2650 Elder- 
field Tythes 310 Let thy life he . . a counterpart or exem- 
plification of thy book of religion. 1798 Mai.thus Popul. 
(1817) I. 52 An exemplification of the obvious truth, that 
population cannot increase without the food to support it. 
1865 Grote Plato I. ii. 379 Particular exemplifications of 
the Beautiful, substituted in place of the general concept. 

3. An attested copy or transcript of a record, 
deed, etc. 

[2383 Act x Rick. II, c. 4 Quodque exemplificaciones illse 
. . ejusdem sint vigoris . . sicut . . munimenta ilia forent. 2439 
Act 8 Hen. FI, c. 12 Saunz ascun rasure en une mesme 
lieu en mesme lexemplificatkm & lenrollexnent.] 2542-3 
Act 34-5 Hen. VIII, c. 27 § 39 Euery exemplification 
vpon any recorde. .shall be sealed with the Kinges iudiciall 
seale. 2653 in Somers Tracts (2795) II. §38 To the Masters 
of the Chancery for examining every Skm of an Exemplifi- 
cation of a Record. 2767 T. Hutchinson Hist. Coll, 
Mass. II. 212 An exemplification of Burgess’s commission 
was obtained. 1884 Roscoe's Law of Evidence (ed. 25) 91 
An exemplification produced from the proper custody, .is 
evidence. 

f 4. ? A setting forth at length. Obs. 

2588 J. HJarvey] Disc. Probleme 54 But which of them 
were the originall record of the maker, or phantastical ex- 
emplification of the writer, .it is to little purpose to know. 

Hence Bxe-raplifica’tional a., of or pertaining 
to exemplification. 

2826 Bentham in Westm. Rev. V. 498 Case to which the 
exemplificational [shape of a code] more particularly applies, 
that of an as yet only proposed code. 

Exemplificative (egze-mplifikativ),tf. Tend- 
ing to exemplify; furnishing an example. Const, of. 

2826 Bentham in Westm. Rev. VI. 498 Distinguishable 
shapes, .the ratiocinative, the instructional, the exemplifica- 
tive. 2889 F. Hall in Nation (N. Y.) XLVIII. 96/2 Of 
this truism . . the still frequent onslaughts on reliable are 
noticeably exemplificative. 

Exemplificator (egze-mplifik<? 5 :t 9 i\ rare- 1 . 
[a. med.L. exemplficdtor, agent-n. f. exemfilfiedre 
(see Exemplify).] An exemplifier, exemplar. 

1833 Fraser's Mag, VI. 604 Byron is the least exemplifi- 
cator of this. 

Exemplified (egzeunplifsid), ppl. a. [f. Ex- 
emplify + -ED 1 ,] In the senses of the verb, 
a. That has been copied out ; of which an attested 
copy has been made. b. Made into an example ; 
notorious. 

1586 A. Day Eng. Secretary 11. (1625) 45 Your exemplified 
discourse. 1638 in Harwood Lichfield (2806) 482 As ap- 
peared by the old exemplified lease. 1660 Boyle Seraphic 
Love 72 Wonders wrought for a generation that . . ascrib’d 
them to the Devil, and return’d them with so exemplifi’d an 
Ingratitude. 2730-6 Bailey (folio), Exemplified, cleared, 
proved or confirmed by an example or instance ; also, copied 
out from a deed or writing. 

Exemplifier (egze-mplifoi^i). [f. as prec. -f* 
-erL] One who exemplifies. 

2552 Huloet, Exemplifier, or he that foloweth the example 
of others, ascriptor. a 1677 Barrow Serm. III. xlv. 374 
Jesus (the Author, Master, and Exemplifyer of these doc- 
trines), 1775 in Ash. 1832 in W ebstkr ; and in mod. Diets, 
Exemplify (egze-mplifai), v. Also 5-6 ex- 
amplify. [ad. med.L. exeinplifi-cdre, f. exemplum 
Example + -Jicare : see -fy.] 
f 1. trans. To instruct by example, set a (good) 
example to. Also absol. Obs. 

1430 Lydg. Chron. Troy iv. xxxv, Priestes .. should the 
worlde exemplefye With good doctryne of perfection. 2513 
Bradshaw St. Werburge 1. 2299 To instructe and infonne 
and to exemplyfy. 

f 2. trans. To make an example of (a person). 
2633 B. Jonson Magn, Lady nr. iv, Your exemplified 
malefactors, That have survived their infamy and punish- 
ment. 2642 D. Rogers Matrim. Honour 337 A just and 
jealous God, not sparing to exemplifie. .his best servants. 

1 3. To set an example of, exhibit a model of. 
2649 Selden Laws Eng. n. xiii. (2739) 69 A thing that 
none of his Predecessors ever exemplified to him. 1673 
Lady's Call. 1. iii. 22 If the poor happen not to have more 
charity then they exemplify to them. 
f To fashion after an example or model. Obs. 
1579 Fulke Heskins ’ Pari. 475 They make the body of 
Christ, both the exemplar, and the thing exemplified. 2682 
-6 J. Scorr Chr. Life (2747) IIL 576 Those outward Images, 
which they exemplified from the Similitudes which they 
fram'd of him in their own Fancies. 

+ 5. To adduce, allege, quote, use as an example. 
To exemplify to: to compare to by way of ex- 
ample or specimen. To exemplify to be : to quote 
by way of example as being. Obs. 

2509 Hawes Past. Pleas, xx. xiii, For whych poetes hym 
so exeraplyfied. 2592 Daniel Compl. Ros. Wks. (27 17) 39 
Exemplify ray Frailty. 2593 Nashe ^ Lett. Confut. 54 Canst 
thou exemplifie vnto mee. .one minnum of the particular 
deuice of his play that L purloind ? <*2628 Raleigh in 

Gutch Coll. Cur. I. 83 The emphyteusis or feudum. . for 
understanding sake may be exemplified to an estate at this 
day allowed. 2642 Milton Ch. Govt, m (2851) 63 Not to 
exemplifie the malapert insolence of our owne Bishops. 
1649 Selden Laves Eng. 1. lxii. (1739) 222 Glanvil . . ex- 
emplifies Sedition and destruction of the Kingdom, to be in 
equal degree a Wound of Majesty. 1794 G. Wakefield 
Exam. Paine's Age of Reason 24 To exemplify their morality 
in contradistinction to that of the gospel 
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+ b. absol. To find precedents, excuse oneself 
by example. Obs. 

1597 Daniel Civ. Wares i. xcvii, That our times might 
not have t’ exemplifie with aged staines. 

0. (The current sense.) a. To illustrate by ex- 
amples ; to find or furnish an example or instance 
of. Occas. with sentence as obj. 

C1430 Lydg. in Pol., Rel <§* L. Poems (1866V 46 , 1 exempli- 
fye by kyndly prouidence Bewte wyll shew thow hornys be 
away. 1588 Fraunce (title), Lawiers Logike, exemplifying 
the prsecepts of Logike by the practice of the Common 
Lawe. 1610 Healey St. Aug. Citie of God 214 His desire 
of . . armes and war wherby to exemplifie his valour. 1637 
Gillespie Eng. Pop. Cerem . n. iii. 18, I will really exain- 
plify that which I say. 164$ Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. 11. 
vi. 22 How far they exceeded, may be exemplified from Palse- 
phatus, in his book of fabulous narrations. 1668 Barrow in 
Rigaud C^n Set. Men (1841) II. 48 The rules I sent you 
concerning the hyperbola, I cannot well exemplify. 1753 
Johnson R ambler No. 208 r 3 , 1 have rarely exemplified my 
assertions by living characters. 3818 Jas. Mill Brit India 
II. v, via, 683 A completeness never before exemplified. 
1864 Bp. of Lincoln Charge 8 Its Principal . . has exem- 
plified to its pupils how labor best prospers when it is the 
labor of love. 1869 Phillips Vesnv. ii. 31 Nor is it the 
earliest style of wall .. exemplified in Mycenae. 

b. To be or serve as an example of. 

1793 Beddoes Math. Evid. 147 The mode of expression 
of children and Africans frequently exemplifies this remark. 
1845 M' Culloch Taxation n. vi. 11852) 277 The roads in the 
Highlands exemplify the correctness of this statement, i860 
Tyndall Glac. 11. xxx. 406 The third action is exemplified 
by the state of the rails near a station, etc. 1878 C. Stanford 
Symb. Christ i. 31 The principle which the ancient payment 
of tithes exemplified. 

c. intr. To quote examples or instances byway 
of illustration, f To exemplify in , of: — * to in- 
stance in’, i. e. to cite (somethin gY as an instance. 

1382 G, Martin in Fulke Def. (1843) 213 Suppose he had 
exemplified of the two condemned heretics, Jovinian and 
Vigilantius also. 1387 Harrison England ii. v. (18771 *• 
136, I could exemplifie also in manie other. 1598 R. 
Haydocke tr. Lomazzo on Painting II. 157 And thus, if I 
woulde inlarge my discourse, I might exemplifie in the light 
passing through a glasse ful of red wine. 1619 Brent tr. 
Sarfiis Hist. Counc. Trent. (1676) 590 He exemplified in 
Darius, who, etc. 1641 Bp. Hall Misck. Faction Rem. 
Wks. (1660) 66 It were to no purpose to exemplifie, where 
the instances are numberlesse. 

7 . To make an official copy of ; esp. to make an 
attested copy of (a legal document) under an 
official seal. 

1523 Fitzherb. Snrv, 20 b, Any partie . . may . . haue a 
copye . . exempt yfied vnder the scale of offyee of the same 
place. 1581 Act 23 Eliz. c. 3 § 3 Fines . . shall be exempli- 
fied under the Great Seal of England. 1603 Holland 
Plutarch's Mor. <528 He proposed . . that their tragoedies 
should be exemplified and engrossed faire. 1687 Lond. 
Gaz. No. 2277/4 The Laws for the preservation of the 
Spawn and Spatt of Oysters . . were Signed and Exem- 
plified under the Seal of the High Court of Admiralty. 
1710 Ibid. No. 4735/4 Which Recovery was exemplified 
under the Great Seal. 3884 Roscoe’s Law of Evidence 
(ed. 15) 91 An exemplification produced from the proper 
custody and purporting to exemplify a commission from the 
crown is evidence though the seal has been lost. 

+ 8. To copy (a document) ; to quote in writing. 

1570-6 Lam baude Peramb . Kent ('1826) 221 The storie of 
King Vortigers Wassailing . . I have already exemplified. 
1381 — Eirett. n. iv. (1588) 149 This last Statute^ I have ex- 
emplified the more at large. 3629 A. Hamilton in Ussher's 
Lett. (1686) 405 If your Grace . . hath a mind to exemplify, 
write out, or collect any thing out of any of the said Books. 
1665 J. Webb Stone- H eng ( 1 725) 85 That Inscription, .men- 
tioned by Camden . . and by him exemplified. 1709 Strype 
Ann. Ref. I. ii. 58 Because it is a private act, and unprinted, 
I exemplify it in the Appendix, 
t Exe*mply, v. Obs. Also examply. [ad. 
OF. exempt ier , f. example : see Example sbl\ 
irons . = Exemplify 6 and 7. 

3363 Eden {title) Martin Cortes' Art of Navigation.. ex- 
ampHed [Sp. exemplification by many Demonstrations. 1636 
Burton's Diary (1828) 1 . 184 They produced an Act of Par- 
liament . . exemplied [? rnispr. for exemplified] under seal, 
and offered it to a clerk to read it, 

Exe*mpt (egze*mpt), ppl.a. and sb. [a. Fr. 
exempt = Pr. exempt, ad. L. exemfit-us , pa. pple. 
of eximere to take out, f. ex- out + emere to take.] 
A. pple. and adj. 

1 . With distinctly ppl. sense : * exempted pa. 
pple. and ppl. adj. 

a. Taken away, removed from ; abolished. Obs. 
exc. arch. fb. = Excepted j also exempt case ; 
cf. Exempted. Obs. fc. Cut off, debarred, ex- 
cluded. Obs. f d. Removed from (out of) alle- 
giance, liability, or obligation to. ^ Obs. 

The pple. may have been referred variously to the Eng. 
vbs. exeme, exempt, or have been employed In direct imita- 
tion of the use of L. exemptus. 

a. c 1374 Chaucer Boeth. h. vii. 60 pe soule. .beynge m 
heuene reioise}? J>at it is exempt from alle er)?ely J>inges. 
3553 Robinson tr. More's Utop. r. (Arb.) 46 They . . be cleane 
quite and exempte out of the bondes and daunger to Gods 
commaundement. <22632 Donne 6 Perm. i. 1x634' 18 Men 
appropriated to God, men exempt out of the world. 3097 
Dryden VEneid vri. 287 When exempt from Mortal Earth, 
3874 Holland Mistr. Manse 125 Blessed Sleep ! in which 
exempt From our tired Selves long hours we he. ^ 

b. 1426 Pol. Poems (1859) 1 1 . 137 The cours suyng in alle 
is hole entent, And in no wise list not be exempte. 3079 
Dryden & Lee CEdipus 15 Hear then this dreadful impreca- 
tion ; hear it : 'Tis lay'd on all ; not any one exempt. 37 °S 


Stanhope Parapkr. IV. 572 These are very rare and ex- 
empt cases. 1788 Wesley Wks. (1872) VI. 281 With regard 
even to these exempt cases. 

c. c 1450 Castle Hd. Life St. Cuthb. (Surtees) 3712 
My teching eftir my dissese Sail’ nojt be had in contempt, 
Na all’ oute of doyng all exempt, c 1450 Lonelich Grail 

I. 562 In Wanhope weren they falle, and exempt from graces 
alle. c 1500 Melusine 8 Whens may be suche a fayr . . 
lady v so exempt & ynpurveyed of felawship. 1380 Lupton 
Siqvila xn Judges that favour falshood shall be exempt 
from Gods presence. 2598-9 E. Forde Parismus 1. (1661) 
49 Being exempt from the dear light of the sun. 

d. c 2380 Wyclif Set Wks. III. 351 f>ei [priests] ben 
exempt fro Goddis lawe by privylegies }>at J?ei ban getun. 
a 1400 Cov. Myst . (Shaks. Soc.) 209 Alle thynge must obey e 
to Goddys look. Out of his myght is non exempt. 2482 
Monk of Evesham (Arb.) 101 Y saw hym. . exempte and 
delyueryd frome al peynys. 1333-4 Act 5 Hen. VIII, c. 6 
[They] haue been exempt and discharged from ail offices 
and businesse. 1338 Starkey England 11. iii. 205, I wold 
haue no offyeer of cyte nor towne to be exempt from theyr 
authoryte. 2652 Davenant Gondibert 1. iv. ii, Lands exempt 
from Nature's law. 

1 2. Picked out, choice, select. Obs. 

c 2611 Chapman Iliad ix. 604 Of whose faire sexe, we come 
to offer seauen, The most exempt for excellence. 

1 3. Not subject to a superior authority ; inde- 
pendent. Obs. 

2352 Huloet, Exempt or privileged by thekinges charter, 
exemptus. 2383 Stubbes Anat. Abus. 11. 8 Is the lande 
diuided into shires, counties, precincts, and seuerall exempt 
liberties ? 1601 Holland Pliny I. 73 The Locri, surnamed 
Ozolse, free states, and exempt. 3628 Coke On Lift. 133 
The wife of the King of England is an exempt person from 
the King, and is capable of lands. 2738 Com/non Sense 
(17391 II. 113 The Tea-Table is a Place which seems to pre- 
scribe for an exempt Jurisdiction from Common Sense. 

b. esp of a monastery or other religious found- 
ation. Obs. exc. Hist. 

1460 Capgrave Ck?‘on. 261 William bischop of Canntirbury 
. . gat . . bulles fro the Court to have mid. of the pound, 
both of exempt [cherchis] and not exempt. 1325 (ti‘le\ The 
Boke of Comfort . . Enprented in the Exempt Monastery of 
Tavestok in Denshyre. 2622 A bp. Abbot in Fortesc. 
Papers 165 The Churche of Westminster being an exempt 
and privileged place. 2726 Ayliffe Parerg. 13 An Abbot 
cannot without the Knowledge and Advice of his Convent, 
subject an Exempt Monastery to any Person. 2868 Stanley 
Westm. Ab. vi. 516 The Primate . . preferred to avoid the 
question of the exempt jurisdiction of Westminster. 

4. Freed from allegiance or liability to ; not 
subject to the control or influence of. 

2667 Milton P. L. ii. 318 To live exempt From Heav'ns 
high jurisdiction. 2716 Lady M. VV. Montague Lett. xli. 

II. it There were some people exempt from their [enchant- 
ments'] power. 2850 Gladstone Glean. (2879' Y. lxiii. 211 
There is no European country in which ecclesiastical so- 
cieties are exempt from civic control. 1874 Micklethwaite 
Mod. Par. Churches 117 The old builders neither were in- 
fallible, nor are exempt from criticism. 

5. Not liable to suffering, hardship, or incon- 
venience f of, from ; not exposed or subject to : 
a. danger, disease, or evil of any kind. 

a 1420 Hoccleve De Reg. Print, xi 16 This worldes power 
and riche abundaunce Of drede of perile never ben exempte. 
1490 Caxton Eneydos viii. (1890) 35 To kepe hir cyte and 
the cytezeyns vnhurt and exempt from oppressyons. a 1637 
B. Jonson (J.), To. .live exempt From all the nets that thou 
canst spread. 1658 Evelyn Fr. Gard, (1675) 199 Where 
they may be exempt from the frost. 17s x Steele Sped. 
No. 4P2 Exempt from the Passions with which others are 
tormented. 1759 J. Mills Duhamels Husb. n, ii. (1762) 
241, I did not see any one field exempt from this distemper. 
1846 Trench Mirac. xx’x, (1862) 393 They whom Christ 
loves are no more exempt than others from their share of 
earthly trouble and anguish. 

b. a charge, duty, payment, tax, etc. 

1471 Ripley Comp. Alch. in Ashm. (1652) 108 Exempt 
from Claustrall observance. 1317 in Vicarys Anat. (1888) 
App. viii. 212 Those Surgeons which be exempt from Al- 
maner offices, enquestes & wacches. 1333 Fardle Facions 
1. v. 62 This sorte of menne is priuileged, and exempte from 
all maner of charges. 1794 Sullivan View Nat, II. 432 
These.. lived exempt from all public concerns and duties. 
1853 Stocquelbr Mil. Eticycl. s.y.^Men of a certain age 
are exempt from serving in the militia 1871 Morley Vol- 
taire ( 1886 75 A man because he is a noble or a priest was 
not exempt from paying certain taxes. 

6 . Unsullied, unaffected by ; clear, free from (a 
defect, flaw, stain, weakness). 

2386 A. Day Eng. Secretary 1, (1623) 8 These . . being 
utterly exempt from any waight or gravity at all, are rightly 
termed .. familiar letters. cx6xx Chapman Iliad vui. 433 
Hector . . led to a place, pure and exempt from blood. The 
Trojan forces, a 1704 T. Brown Sat. agst. Woman Wks. 
1730 I, 57 Celia alone's exempt from all these crimes. 3822 
Shelley Prometh. Unb. m. iv. 156 From custom's evil 
taint exempt and pure. 2875 Scrivener Led. Grk. Test. 6 
Not exempt from the common failings of humanity. 

B. sb. 

1. gen. An exempted person; esp. one relieved 
from performance of a duty, payment of a tax, etc. 

3846 Prescott Ferd. <$• Is. II. n. iii. 335 The only legal 
exempts [from this military service] were the clergy, hidal- 
gos, and paupers, i860 Emerson Cond. Life ix. 184 To 
point at one or another fine madman, as if there were any 
exempts. 1876 Bancroft Hist. U. S. IV. xxvii. 518 Old 
men. .who were exempts, except in case of immediate danger 
to the town. 

2. Eccl. A person or religious establishment not 
subject to the jurisdiction of the bishop. Cf. A. 
3 b. Obs. exc. Hist. 

2332 R. Bowyer in Strype Eccl. Mem. I. xvii. 234 Refor- 
mators of divers orders of religion . . as well exempts as not 


exempts. 2377 Harrison England 11. ii. (1877) 1. 42 Though 
it [the archdeaconrie of S. Aibons] be under the Bishop of 
London for visitations & synods, yet is it otherwise reputed 
as member of the see of Lincolne, and therefore worthily 
called an exempt. 1706 tr. Dupin' s Eccl. Hist. 26 th C. II. 
iv. xxi. 377 The Holidays . , shall also be observed by all 
Regulars, even Exempts. 

t 8 . In the French army : a. An inferior cavalry 
officer who commanded in the absence of the 
captain and lieutenant, and was exempt from, 
ordinary military duty. Obs. exc. Hist. 

2670 Cotton Espemon n. viii. 347 M azure, and du Lion 
Exempts of her Guards, 1702 Lond. Gaz . No. 3822/3 Our 
Men took an Exempt of the Life-Guard. 2731 Smollett 
Per. Pic. (1779) II. xlv. 83 A file of musqueteers com- 
manded by an Exempt [in Paris], 2753 Scots Mag. 
XV. 64 'i Three exempts of the guards. 1823 in Crabs 
Techno 1 . Did. 

J* b.‘ A French police officer. Obs. exc. Hist. 

Originally, a sub-officer of the mounted police (marl « 
chaussee) corresponding in rank and function to the ‘ ex- 
empts ' of the cavalry. 

2<578 tr. Gaya's A rt of War 1. 34 The Provost Mareschal. , 
hath a Troop of Officers on Horseback, with a Lieutenant, 
Exempts, etc. 2772 Birmingham Counter/. I. 240 In the 
midst of this scene, an exempt of the police arrives. 2840 
Thackeray Paris Sk. Bk. (18 67' 115 He slipped through the 
exempts, quite unsuspected. 

4. In the English army + a. after Fr. usage: 
A sub-officer of cavalry. Obs. 

1706 Phillips (ed. Kersey), An Exempt, a Life-Guard,, 
free from Duty. 1722-1800 in Bailey. 2739 Lady Hart- 
ford Corr. (1806) I. 1 16 An exempt in my Lord’s Troop. 

b. One of the four officers who in turn command 
the Yeomen of the Guard in the absence of their 
superior officers. Now more commonly Exon, q.v. 

2700 Luttrell Brief Rel. (1857) IV. 711 Mr, Dormer is 
made exempt of the yeomen of the guards in the room of 
Mr. Uphill. 2717 Hist. Reg., Citron. Diary 5 One of the 
Exempts of his Majesty's Yeomen of the Guards. 1844 
W. J. Thoms Bk. of Court (ed. 2) 370 The Exempt of the 
Yeomen of the Guard is a resident officer who sleeps at 
St. James's, as Commandant of the Yeomen on duty. 
Exempt (egze-mPt), v. Pa. pple. 5-6 exempt, 
[ad. Fr. exemplar, f. exempt adj. : see preci] 

+ 1. trans . To take out or away; to put far 
away, remove, cut off. Const, from, out of Obs. 

1553 T. Wilson Rhet. 39 Exempted from Sathan, to lyve 
for ever with Christe our Savioure. 1363 Homilies n. Right 
Use Church 11. (1859) 165 They . . were exempted and 
banished (as it were; from the house of the Lord. 2365 
Golding Ovid's Met. iv. (1593) 97 He hist: for nature now 
had cleane exempt Allother speach. 2589 Greene A rcadia 
(1616) 40 He exempt them [flowers] all from my smell. 2393 
R. Johnson 7 Champions 11. v. (1608 s 4 The Emperours 
onely daughter, .exempted herselfe from all company. 1599 
A. M. tr. Gabelhouer's Bk. Physicke 4/1 The payne wifi 
totallye be exemptede, and abolishede. 2635 Tom a Lin- 
colne in Thoms Prose Rom. (1858) II. 267 Being once 
exempted from my sight. 

fb. To single out, select. Obs. 

2538 Starkey England 1. iv. 139 For theyr vertue they 
schold be. .from the commyn pepul,as by t were, exemptya. 
2548 Udall, etc. Erasm. Par. Matt. i. 22 She exempted 
out of the sorte and order of common women, was chosen. 
2648 Milton Bonn. xiii. To H. Lawes, Thy worth and skill 
exempts thee from the throng. 

1 2. To take away or omit (from a category or 
enumeration) ; to except. Const, from, out of; 
rarely with double obj. Also in the pa. pple, in 
concord with, a sb. in the nominative absolute ; = 
Except 3 b; and in the pr. pple. used absol. as 
quasi-/r^. ; * Excepting prep. A, 1 . Obs. 

2548 Gest Pr. Masse 120 Praying to Christ at the masse, 
hys supper or els where, heaven exempted. 2372 Fortescub 
Forest Hist. 5 A small matter is it m niene hundred or a 
thousande yeeres to exempte t wen tie or thirtie. *382 J. 
Bell H addon's A nsw.Osor. 129 S. John.. doth not exempt 
himselfe out of the same number. 2586 A. Day Eng. Secre- 
tary 1. (1625) 53 The ordering whereof (except in Letters 
Excusatorie, or Defensorie) is wholly exempted the course 
in^ those Letters prescribed. 2604 Hooker Eccl. Pol. Pref. 
viii, § 9 Their error exempted [ed. 2594 excepted] they 
seemed otherwise right good men. 2665 Glanvill Seeps. 
Sci. ix. 47 While all complain of Ignorance and Error, every 
one exempts himself. 2732 Lett, from Fog's Jrnl. (2732) 
II. 286 Invited.. by all Ranks.. not exempting even a 
Branch of the Royal Family. 

f 3. To debar, exclude from the enjoyment of 
or participation in something. Obs. 

1553 T. Wilson Rhet. xox b, They . . exempted brybers 
frome bearynge rule in the commune weale. 2579 North 
Plutarch, Agesilaus 670 Them selues [the Thebans] onely 
exempted from treatie of peace. 2667 H. More Div. Dial. 
1. xxxv. (1713) 78 Cogitation is . . exempted or prescinded 
from all Extension. ■ 1689 Evelyn Mem. (2857) XL 321 The 
Convention. .exempt the Duke of Hanover from the suc- 
cession to the Crown. 

4. To grant to (a person, etc.) immunity or free- 
dom from a liability to which others are subject : 

a. from (the payment of) a fine, tax, etc. Also 
const, of simply, and absol. 

2467 in Eng. Gilds <1870) 393 Euery citezen and Burgeys 
wtoutforth shal pay at euery taske, vigille, lones. .except 
certeyn person es that.. be exemted. 2496-7 Ad 12 Hen 
VII , c. 13 § 1 Tounes and places . . exempted or discharged of 
payment to suche xv“ w . 2573 Cooper Thesaur., Eximere 
de vedigallbus , to exempt from paying tribute. 1703, Ajb> 
buthnot Coins 279 Valentinian. .exempted them [Mariners] 
from all Taxes. 2853 Thackeray Newcames 1. 149 When 
did . . his bailiff exempt from the rent ? 287a Yeats Growth 
Comm.t6$ Other towns were exempted, .from, .customs dues. 
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EXEMPTED. 

b. from (the control of) laws, (obedience to) 
an authority. 

1401 Pol. Poems (1859) II. 28 Why have ye exempt you 
from our kings lawes. 1330 Palsgr. 541/2 Many abbayes 
be exempted from their bysshoppe. 1655 Fuller Ch. Hist. 
ir. iii. § 25 King Kenulphus . . had power to exempt this 
Abbot from the jurisdiction of jhe Bishop. 1761 Hume 
Hist. Eng. III. Hv. 260 Those high churchmen, .were de- 
sirous of exempting the mitre from all subjection to the 
crown. 1829 I. Taylor Entities. ii, (1867) 33 The religious 
emotions are exempted from this general law. 

c. from pain, penalty, suffering, or inconve- 
nience; also, from a defect, weakness, etc. 

1484 Caxton Curtail x Fortune hath exempte the fro the 
anguysshes that I suffre. 1561 T. Norton Calvin’s Inst. 
m, 195 Y e cursednesse of old Adam, from which vve are ex- 
empted by Christ, 1647 Clarendon Hist. Reb , 1. {1843) 4/1 
The course of exempting men from prosecution, by dissolv- 
ing of parliaments. 1692 Bentley Boyle Led. ix. 330 Our 
Saviour’s own Disciples were not exempted from the com- 
mon Error. 1707 Curios, in Hush. Gard. 218 A Delay 
from which we are exempted by our new Method. 1836 
Froude Hist. Eng. (1858) I. v. 443 Clergy who committed 
felony were no longer exempted from the penalties of their 
crimes. 

d. from a burden, duty, or obligation, a burden- 
some state or condition. 

1479 in Eng. Gilds (1870) 414 King Edwarde the thirdde 
. .by his honourable chartres exempted the saide maires, to. . 
feche their saide charges at the casteli Yate. 1571 Golding 
Calvin on Ps. xxxiii, 16 Kings and Tyrants, .being exempted 
from the com on lot, seeme to themselves to be out of danger 
of gunshot. 1603 Knolles Hist, Turks (J.) } The religious 
were not exempted, but fought among the other soldiers. 
c 1665 Mrs. Hutchinson Mem. Col. Hutchinson <1846) 39 
Living constantly in the country he could not be exempted 
from administering justice among them. 1703 Maundrell 
Joum. Jems. (1732) 128 The Beast, .has the privilege to 
be exempted from all other Burdens ever after. xyiB Lady 
M. W. Montague Lett. 1. II. 70 The quarantine, from 
which nobody is exempted. 1836 Lane Mod. Egypt. II. 
345 The Copts, .are exempted from military service. 1845 
M c Culloch Taxation Introd. (1852) 36 A conscription., 
pressing with its utmost severity on certain classes of the 
population, and exempting others. 

Exempted (egze-mpted), ppl a. [f. prec. + 
-El) 1 .] t a. Withdrawn from care; unburdened. 
Of a soul 2 Withdrawn from the body ; separate. 
+ b>. = Excepted, e. To whom immunity (from 
punishment, burdens, or obligations) has been 
granted. 

^ 3598 Yow Diana 76 In braue loue and fortunes art, There 
is not anything lesse sure Then such a free exempted hart. 
1603 R. Niccols Fun. Qrat. Q. Eliz ., If exempted soules 
may be subject to passions. 1712 Berkeley Pass. Obed. 
§ 17 Whether obedience to the supreme power be not one 
of those exempted cases. 1723 6 Pope Odyss. xxn. 418 
With timorous awe From the dire scene th’ exempted two 
withdraw. 1775 Burke Sp. Cone. Amer. Wks. 1842 I. xcjg 
The abuses have been full as great, .in the exempted as in 
the punished. 

t £xe*mptiMe. Obs. [f. Exempt v. + -ible.] 
a Capable of being exempted, b. That may be 
easily removed ; = next. 

x6xs Cotgr., Exemptible , Exemptible ; loosse, free, quit, 
priuiledged. 1623-6 Cockeram, Exemptible , which may be 
easily taken away. 

Exemptile (egze-mptil), a. [ad, late L. ex- 
emplil-is. f. eximere : see Exempt a.~\ That may 
be taken out, removable. 

1607 Topsell Four-f. Beasts (1673) 35 2 Jupiter, .gave her 
[Lamia] exemptile eyes that might be taken in and out at 
her own pleasure. 1657 Tomlinson Renou's Dlsp. 488 A 
Money-Counter , .should have many exemptile boxes in its 
antick part. 1832 Lewis in Philol. Mus. 1. 137 He withheld 
the pay and provisions of his mercenaries on the exemptile 
days (^laip/otMOt ^ju/pai). 

Exemption (egze’mPjbn). Forms: 4-5 ex- 
empeion, -coun, (6 -tioun% 6- exemption, 
[a. Fr. exemption, ad. L. exemption-em, n. of action 
f. eximUre to Exempt.] The action of exempting ; 
the state of being exempted. 

+ 1 . a. The action of taking out or away ; the 
state of being taken out or away. b. Exception, 
exclusion from an enumeration, etc. Obs. 

a. X598 Rowlands Betraying of Christ 44 By death of 
Christ, the Law was in exemption. x6xo GurLLiM Heraldry 
11. iii. (1611) 42 Adumbration or Transparency is a cleere 
exemption of the substance of the charge. 

b. 1338 Starkey England 1. iv, 139 Thys exemptyon . . 
ys to be gyven to the dygnyte of presthod. 1670 G. H. 
Hist. Cardinals 1. 111. 70 The Cardinals should be chosen 
but of all the Provinces, .without exemption of any. 

2 . The action of exempting, or the state of being 
exempted (see Exempt v.4) from a liability, obliga- 
tion, penalty, law, or authority ; freeing, freedom ; 
an instance of the same, an immunity. 

c 1380 Wyclif Wks. (1880) 93 He schal geten a priueilege 
or exempeion . . for his gold sen t&spendidat rome. 1488-9 
Act 4 Hen. VII, c. 5 This acteof adnullacfon . . of exempeions 
of payment or colleccion of dismes. 1578 Glide % Godl 
Ball. 77 Our tungis hes ane exemptioun. 1631 Hobbes 
Leviath. ri. xxi. 109 We take Liberty, for an exemption 
from Lawes. 1656 Bramhall Replic. iv. 180 King Henries 
exemption of himself from all spirituall jurisdiction. 1671 
Milton P. R. m. 115 Thy great Father . . requires Glory 
from all men . . no exemption. X705 Burnet Own Time v. 
(*734! II. 158 An exemption for twenty one years from 
all Taxes and Customs. 1742 Young Nt. Th. v. 262 Genius 
. .pleads exemption from the laws of sense. 1809 Tomlins 
Law Did, s. v., A writ of exemption, or of ease, to be quit 
of serving on juries, and all public service. 1825 Bentham 


Ration. Rem. 14 An exemption from punishment already in- 
curred, is a pardon. 3874 Green Short Hist. iv. 372 Some 
[boroughs] bought charters of exemption from the trouble- 
some privilege [of sending burgesses to parliament]. 

b. spec. ‘ A privilege by which persons or places 
are withdrawn from the jurisdiction of the ordinary 
and immediately subjected to the Holy See’ 
{Catholic Diet. 1885). 

2460 Capgrave Chron. 167 There was the Provincial of 
the ordre alegging for him here exempeion. x66i Bram- 
hall Just Find. 145 He complains . . of the exemption of 
Abbats from their Bishops. 1731 Chambers Cycl. s.v.. The 
first exemptions granted to monks were only for the liberty 
of electing their abbot, independently on the bishop. x368 
J. H, Blunt Ref. Ch. Eng. 1. 7 He protests especially against 
exemptions. 

8. Freedom, immunity from a defect, disadvan- 
tage, or weakness. 

a 1662 Heylin Laud 1. (1671) .53 Humane frailty from 
which the holiest and most Learned men cannot plead Ex- 
emption. 17x1 Addison Sped. No. 105 r 5 The Men who 
value themselves most on their Exemption from the Pedan- 
try of Colleges. 1784 Cowper Task 1. 404 Even age itself 
seems privileged in them With clear exemption from its own 
defects. 1842 H. Rogers Introd. Burke’s Wks. I. 7 A 
tolerable exemption from faults . . will generally be their 
highest merit. 1833 Kane Grinndl Exped. xxiv.(i856) 199 
Water free from ice ; the exemption being due to the island 
. . acting as a barrier. 1884 Q. Rev. Apr. 350 A singular 
exemption from the ferocious forms of life, 
f 4 . concr. (see quot.) Obs. rare-- 1 . 
ai6x o Healey Theophrastus To Rdr., Pomcerium is a 
certaine space about the walls of the City or Towne. .where 
’tis not lawfull to plough, build houses, or inhabite . . 
termed the territorie, or exemption. 

t Exempti tious, a. Obs. [f. L. exempt- (see 
Exempt v.) + -itious.] Capable of being taken 
out ; separable. 

1667 H. More Div. Dial. 1. xxv. (1713) 50 If Motion were 
a thing that was loose or exemptitious from Matter. 
Dxe'mptive (egze'mTtiv), a. rare. [f. as prec. 
+ -ive.] Tending to procure exemption (from 
guilt or punishment). 

1827 Bentham Ration. Evid, Wks. 1843 VII. 25 To dis- 
prove the commissioned the crime., by proving the existence 
of some. . exemptive circumstance. 

Exen, obs. form of oxen : see Ox. 

|J Exence'pbalxis (eksjense*fal#s). PL exen- 
cephali. [mod.L. exencephalus , f. Gr. «£ out + 
brain.] 4 1 . G. St. Hilaire’s term for a 
monstrosity in which the brain lies wholly or 
chiefly outside the cranial cavity at the back of 
a very flattened head’ {Syd. Soc. Lex. 1884). 
"Exenterate (ekse*nter/t), ppl. a. [ad. L. ex- 
enterat-us , pa. pple. of exenter are ; see next.] 
= Exenterated. 

2833 Southey in C. C. Southey Life VI. 280 The pig .. 
which. . was not yet bacon . .scalded, exenterate and hardly 
et cold. 1868 Browning Ring $ Bk. v. 2010 A soldier 
ee That yields his life exenterate with the stroke O’ the 
sting that saves the hive. 

Exenterate (eksemter^it), v. Also 7 exen- 
terat. [f. L. exenterdt - ( exinterat -) ppl. stem of 
exenterare {exinterdre , f. ex- out 4 Gr. hrtp-ov 
intestine. Cf. Gr. k£evrc- 
1 . trans. To take out the entrails of; to evis- 
cerate, disembowel. Obs. in literal sense. 

1613 Purchas Pilgrimage v. xv. § 3 (R.) In this beastly 
earning of humane bodies . . sometimes exenterating women. 
1630 Donne Serm. xxv. 246 Such bodies as were exenterated 
and embowelled and then, .plastered about with spices and 
gums. 1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. m. xiii. 136 Nor doe 
they [toads] containe. .urinary parts, .as may appeare unto 
any that exenterats or dissects them, a 1697 Aubrey Life 
Bacon in Lett. Emm. Persons (1813) II. 227 They w’ent into 
a poore woman’s house . . and bought a hen, and made the 
woman exenterate it. 1721-1800 in Bailey. 

Jig. 1636 W. Ambrose in Ann. Dubrensia 37 Summon 
the world, exenterate old stories. 1641 Frogs of Egypt 5 
Great God !. .Who justly dost exenterate with shame All 
Enemies to Thee. 1822 Southey Lett. (1856^ III. 337 A 
boxful of papers . . which I have to read and exenterate. 
1886 Blackie in 19 th Cent. Apr. 535 Exenterating itself of 
its own better soul. 

1 2 . To take out (the bowels or internal parts). 
1607 Topsell Four-f. Beasts ( 1673) 21 The reins [of an 
Ape] exenterated, bruised and put into new pure wine. 
1609 Bp. Barlow Anssv. Nameless Catholic 68 A Carrionly 
Curre, entringher Tombe,and exenterrating her very bowels 
to staunch his rage. 

transf. 1612 J. Cotton Dang. Pract. Physic 11. i. 88 
They unlawfully exenterate and eate out the bowels of 
poore mens purses. 1623 Mabbe tr. A leman’s Guzman 
d'Alf 11. 212 It [riches] exenterates and pulls out the very 
bowells from the profoundest parts of the earth. 

Hence Exemterated ppl. a., deprived of entrails, 
disembowelled ; also fig. Exemterating vbl. sb. 

1657 Tomlinson Renou’s Disp. 88 Exenterated animals. . 
are stuffed with medicamental things. 1663 Flagellum or 
0 . Cromwell (16721 17 The Kingdom had one viper more 
fostered, to the exenterating of her bowels. 1827 Hare 
Guesses (1859)141 Exenterated rulemongers and eviscerated 
logicians. 1837 Kingsley Two V. Ago I. 60 Fragments of 
exenterated maids (belonging to the order Pisces). 

Exenteration (eksenter^-Jan). [as if ad. L. 
* exenter ation-em, n. of action f. exenterare : see 
Exenterate.] 

1 . The action or process of exenterating or taking 
out the entrails. • 


1646 Sm T. Browne Pseud. Ep . in. xxi. 157 Upon exen- 
teration he found these animals in their bellies. 1705 T. 
Greenhill Embalming 121 If we can arrive at this 
Perfection, without Exenteration or Incision. 1823 Moore 
Rhymes on Road Introd. 59 A hero . . wrote . . ’mid all the 
pains And horrors of exenteration, Nine charming odes. 
1884 Cornh. Mag.. July 69 There is no exenteration, no 
steeping in palm-wine. 

fig. 1808 Lamb Charac. Dram. Writers Wks. 531 A 
faint bodily image of this. . exenteration of the inmost mind. 
1830 Kingsley Alt. Locke xix, There is self-exenteration 
enough and to spare in my story. 

2 . The condition of being devoid of entrails. 

1831 Fraser’s Mag. IV. 633 A lankness of figure that de- 
noted almost utter exenteration, 

Exeuteritis (eks^nt^rsi-tis). Path. [f. Ex- 
preff* + Enteritis.] ‘ Inflammation of the outer or 
peritoneal coat of the intestines ’ {Syd. Soc. Lex.). 
1847 in Craig. 

Exept, obs. form of Except. 
t Exequa tion. Obs. rare- 1 , [ad. L. exsequd- 
tion-emfi. exsegudre to make equal, f. ex- (see Ex- 
pref. 1 ) ■+ sequ- us Equal.] The state of being exactly 
equal. 

1636 Jeanes Fuln. Christ 138 The union is not by way of 
exequation, or equipatency. 

Exequatur (eks£kw£i-tz).i). [a. L. exequatur 
he may perform, 3rd pers. sing. pres. subj. of 
exequi (see Execute).] 

1 . An official recognition of a consul or com- 
mercial agent by the government of the country to 
which he is accredited, authorizing him to exercise 
bis power. 

1788 T. Jefferson Writ. (1859) II, 498 There shall be de- 
livered to them, - the Exequatur necessary for the exercise 
of their functions. 1826 Kent Comm. 43 If any consul be 
guilty of illegal or improper conduct, he is liable to have his 
exequatur .. revoked. 1879 Daily News 26 May, The 
Spanish Foreign Office objects to granting the Exequatur 
for the Chinese Consuls. 

2 . An authorization granted by a temporal sove- 
reign for the exercise of episcopal functions under 
Papal authority, or for the publication of Papal 
bulls. Hence, the right of insisting on the neces- 
sity of such authorization. 

1859 Prescott Philip II, III. 365 The councils in those 
states . . refused to allow the publication of his bulls without 
the royal exequatur. 1885 Catholic Diet, s.v., The Roman 
Pontiff, .allows Italian bishops., to apply for the exequatur 
to the sovereign, .as the de facto occupant of power. 

h E ‘sequent, a. Obs . [ad. L. exequent-em, 
pr. pple. of exequi to Execute.] That executes. 

1617 Collins lief Bp. Ely 11. ix. 359 Dirigent, not exe- 
quent, as your School-men loue to speak. 

Exequial (eksf-kwial), a. [ad. L. exequidl-is 
{ex$equidl-is) y f. ex(s)equise : see Exequy.] Of or 
pertaining to a funeral. 

1613 J. Dunster in Spurgeon Treas. Dav. Ps. Ixxix. 2 
The manner of our burial, the exequial pomp, etc. 1725 6 
Pope Odyss. xxiv. 108 Thetis herself to all our peers pro- 
claims Heroic prizes and exequial games. 1751 Cambridge 
Scrtlleriad iv. x6 Rites exequial [must] grace his honour'd 
tomb. 1820 Blackw. Mag. VII. 194 The last book of the 
Iliad. . has supplied a great part of the exequial diction. 
18 66 F. Hall in Wilson Vishnu Purdha III. 120 note, The 
former term imports undeserving of exequial offerings. 

t Exe'quious, a. Obs. rare - 1 . [f. L. exequi-x 
+ -OUS.] ~ prec. 

1603 Drayton Bar. Wars n, lxiii, Build the funeral-pile, 
Lay your pale hands to this exequious fire. 

Exequy (e’ks/kwi), now always in pi. exequies 
e*ks/kwiz). Forms: a. sing. 5-7 exequie, -y, 7, 
exquie. ft. pi. (4 exequises, exeqwyis, exquies) 
6 exequeis, 4- exequies, [a. OF. exequies , exeques 
«= Pr. exf'equiaSf a. L. ex{s)equids , acc. oi ex- 
sequix pL, lit. ‘ train of followers ’, f. exsequi to fol- 
low out, follow to the grave (see Execute). The 
OF, word, on adoption into English, was treated 
partly as a sing. [cf. pi. form exequises), and partly 
as a pi. ; from the latter of which the sing, exequy 
was afterwards developed.] 

Funeral rites ; funeral ceremony ; occas. in sense 
of 4 funeral train * or 4 bier’. 

+ a. sing. ; with pi. in sense 4 funerals’. Obs. 
1389 in Eng. Gilds (1870’ 74 hay shul fynden iiij torches, 
fifor to brehne. .at exequises or euery brothir and sistir jmt 
dies. CX400 Apol. Loll 50 For sepulturis, or exequies, 
diriges of je dead . . or of>er sacraments. 1474 Caxton 
Chesse 130 He was borne to chirche and his exequye doon. 
1360 Daus tr. Sleuianc’s Comm. 210 At this Obite pr Exe- 
quie was his wyfe. 1602 Return fr. Pam ass. x, ii. (Arb.) 
11 Carelesse care to preueut bis exequy, Scarce deigning to 
shut vp his dying eye. 1691 Wood A th. Oxon. I. 179 Ser- 
mon at the Exequy of J oan Queen of Spayne. 

b. pi. 

1382 Wyclif 2 Sam. iii. 31 Kittith }oure clothis, and beth 
gird with sackis, and weileth before the exequies [1388 
heersis, ether dirige] of Abner. 0:425 Wyntoun Cron. yu. 
viii. 469 Eftyre ]?a exeqwyis als fast Til Lwndyn )>is ilk 
Rychard past. 1482 Poston Lett. N o. 861 III. 282 Xij pore 
meen . . to holde xij torches abowte myn herse . . during the 
exequies and masse of my herying. 1538 Leland I tin. IV. 
64 The which Body. , was layed with solemne Exequies in 
a fayre Chest made of Stone. 26x5 G. Sandys Trav. 83 
A father following the exequies of his sonne. 1639 G. 
Daniel Ecclus. xxii. 37 Exequies to the Dead will but 
require Seaven daies. xyoo Dryden Fables, Sigismonda 4 
G. 661 There yet remained thy funeral exequies. 177* 


EXERCE, 


EXERCISE. 


Anitq. Sansb. 182 If [the Choral Bishop] died within the 
month, his exequies were solemnized with great pomp, ifha 
Motherwell Poems , Midn. Lamp , Thou wilt not die until 
the morrow bright Has seen thy exequies. 1837 Thirlwall 
Greece IV. xxxii. 272 The festival of Adonis, .was celebrated 
..with the representation of funeral exequies, 
p An alleged sense, * a funeral ode \ has been wrongly in* 
ferred from the title of a poem ‘ The Exequy * in Bp. H. 
King Poems \ 1657) 52. 

t Exeree, sb. Obs. Sc. In 6 excerse. [f. 
next] Exercise. ^ 

1549 Compl. Scot. Prol. 9 Throucht sic excerse, ther mem. 
bris mycht be purgit fra corruppit humours. 

t Exerce, v . ; chiefly Sc Obs. Forms : 4 ex- 
ercen, 5-6 excers(e, 6 exers, 5- exeree. [a. 
OF. exercer , ad. L. exercere : see Exercise jA] 

1 . trans. To set in motion; to give play to 
(anger) ; to display (wisdom) : * Exercise v . 1 b. 

iS35 Stewart Cron. Scot. (1858) I. 84 Amang the Britis 
for till exers thair ire ; Tha enterit in baith with blude and 
fyre. 1578 Gude y Godl. Ball. (1868) 85 The just mannis 
mouth exercis sapience. 

2 . To give employment to (a person) ; to employ 
with a view to improvement; to discipline, train. 
Const, in. Also absol. of a thing : To keep em- 
ployed or busy ; = Exercise v . 2 and 4. 

C1374 Chaucer 'Booth, iv. vii. (1561) 234 a, Certes all 
thyng that exerceth or corrigeth it profiteth. 1348 Compl. 
Scot. Prol. 9 He statut ane ordinance til excerse his propir 
childir ande the jong princis. 1384 T. Hudson Du Bart ad 
Judith 11608 1 696 The honie bees Exeree themselfes on 
buddes of sweetest trees. 1585 J as. I Ess. Poesie (Arb.) 29 
The bookes of Troy , . Exeree but cease thy toung and eke 
thy pen. 1596 Dai.rymple tr. Leslie's Hist. Scot. (1885) 
92 In handling of waiponis exeree thame. 

3 . To carry on, carry out, perform (deeds, trades, 
etc.) ; to put in force, wield (power, right, etc.) ; to 
fulfil (a duty), fulfil the duties of (an office h Cf. 
Exerciwe v. 5. Also intr. to serve (as a soldier'!. 

£•1374 Chaucer Boeth. 11. vl. 52 But wher shal men fynden 
any man pat may exercen or haunten any ry3t vpon an o\>tr 
man but oonly vpon hys body, a 1450 Knt. de la Tour 
(1868) 118 For to use and excerse the werkys of thaire saue* 
ment. 1433 Caxton Gold. Leg. 427/1 He had. .excerced. . 
thefayte of aduocacyein the bysshoppescourteofTryguyer. 
1513 Douglas Mneisvm.. viii. T4iToexcersvnderthe, And 
lerne the fate of knychtlie cheulrye. 1528 Lyndesay Dream 
1074 Be exampyll to thy peple all, Exersing verteous deidis 
honorabyll. xs83 A. King tr. Canisius' Catech. 9 Our lord 
Iesus thairfor sittis one the rvcht hand of the power of god, 
exerceing sequal pouer with 3^ father. _ a 1639 Spottiswood 
Hist. Ch. Scot. v. (1851) 196 The lustice Aires .. were ex- 
erced with much rigour. 1681 Lond. Gaz. No. 1670/t The 
Intrinsick Spiritual Power of the Church, .as it was exerced 
by the Apostles. 1707 Dk. Athol in Vnlpone 21 To retain, 
enjoy or bruik and exeree all their Rights. 

Hence ExsTced ppl. a , in scholastic phrase 
exerced act ( = i exercised act ’ ; see Exercised 
ppl. a ) 

1632 Urquhart Jewel Wks. (1834) 293 Figures and tropes 
..in their aciu signato . . somewhat harsh and scabrous, 
yet in their exerced act, etc. 

f RxeTCent, a. and sb. Obs. [ad. L. exercent- 
em r pr. pple. of exercere to Exercise.] 

A. adj. That is actively exercising the duties 
of his calling or profession, or the characteristic 
functions of his office. Said esp. of an advocate: 
That is practising his profession, in practice. 

1643 Owen Puritan, turned Jesuit 45 The Tyrant exer- 
cent. .a Prince, that doth wilfully dissolve all, or the chiefest 
compacts of the Common-wealth. 1720 Stuype Stands Sura. 
(1734! I. r. xxiv, 173/1 The Doctors Exercent in these courts 
in the year 1694 “being forty four. 1721-1800 in Bailey, 
1726 Ayliffe Parcrg. 56 The Judge may ohli.se every ex- 
ercent Advocate to give his Patronage and Assistance unto 
a Litigant in Distress for want of an Advocat. [1857 Act 20 
<$• at Viet c. 77. § 1x6 ‘ The College of Doctors of Law exer- 
cent in the Ecclesiastical and Admiralty Courts ’, incorpo- 
rated under that style. .22nd June 8 Geo. III.] 

B. sb. One who exercises or follows a profession. 

1720 Strype S tow's Sun*. I. 1. xxiv. 155/2 Anno 1585 

the doctors then inhabiting the Commons and Exercents 
in these courts were ..but sixteen or seventeen in all. 

Exercisable (e-kssiswz&bl), a. Also 8-9 
exerciseable, 8 -ible. [f. next + -able.] Of an 
office, power, right, etc. : Capable of being exer- 
cised, employed, or enforced. '■ 

1741 T. Robinson Gavelkind 11. ii. 170 Not only Lands, 
and other corporeal Inheritances, .but also all Inheritances 
. .annexed to or exerciseable within the same. 1767 Black- 
stone Comm. 1 1. ill. 20 Exercisible within the same. 1818 
Cruise Digest ed. 2! III. 127 Judicial offices . . are only 
exerciseable by persons of skill and capacity. 1882 J. H. 
Blunt Ref. Ch. Eng. II. 38 Spiritual powers which are 
exercisable in all parts of the world. 

Exercise (e*kssjss>iz), sb. Forms: 4-6 ex- 
cercise, -eyse, -sise, -sice, 5-6 exercyse, 6 Sc. 
exerceis(s, -cyiss, exercice, 4- exercise. [ME. 
exercise , a. OF. exercice = Pr. exercici , exercisi :-L. 
exercitium, f. exercere to keep at work, busy, em- 
ploy, practise, train (cf. Exercise v .\ f. ex- (see 
Ex- prefJ) + arc ere to shut up, restrain. 

The etymological notion of exercere is obscure : it is ofien 
regarded as having meant primarily ‘ to drive forth ^tillage 
beasts),’ and hence * to employ, set to work'.] 

1 . The action of employing in its appropriate 
activity, (an organ, a faculty, or power) of giving 
practical effect to (a right), of exerting (influence or 
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authority) ; the state or condition of being in 
active operation. 

<7*340 Hampole Psalter iii. 5, I rase fra ded til lyf, fra 
ydelnes til excercise in godis seruys. 1608 Shaks- Per. 1, i v. 
38 These mouths . . are now starv’d for want of exercise. 
x6s9 Pearson Creed (1839! 331 Thou shalt not suffer me . . 
to continue without exercise, or power of exercising my vital 
faculty. 1698-9 Ludlow Mem. (1751) I. 246 Whether the 
House of Commons should take advice of the House of 
Lords in the exercise of the legislative power? 1729 Butler 
Serm. iv. Wks. 1874 II. 46 Their conversation is merely an 
exercise of the tongue. 1792 A need. IV. Pitt 1 1 . xxix.129 The 
exercise of this, their constitutional right, of giving . . their 
own money.. 1820 Scott Ivanhoe xxii, A large mouthful, 
which required the exercise of both jaws at once. 2820 
Keats Hyperion 1. 107 Godlike exercise Of influence benign. 
1836-7 Sir W. Hamilton Metaph. L (18771 I. 7 The one 
condition under which all powers . . are developed is exer- 
cise. 1879 Geo. Eliot Coll. Break/. P. 164 That exercise 
of soul Which lies in full obedience. 1890 Sir C. S. C. Bowen 
in Law 'Times Rep. LX 1 1 1. 735/1 Such a matter as this is 
not one for the exercise of the judge’s discretion. 

b. The use of or method of using (a weapon). 

1490 Caxton Eneydos xiv. 50 The excercyse of armes is 
dyscontynued. 1632 J. Hayward tr. Biondts Eromenai6t 
Nerves hardened with the continual! exercise of the sling. 
1678 tr. Gaya's Art 0/ IVar n. 57 The Exercise of the Pike. 
1683 A bridgm. Eng, Mil. Discipl. 3 The Officer must first 
command silence, and then proceed to the Exercise of the 
Musquet. 

t 2 . Habitual occupation or employment ; cus- 
tomary practice. 7 b make it one's exercise : to 
make it one’s employment. Obs. 

1551 Robinson tr. More's U top. n. (Arb.) 149 Thinking 
felicitie after this life to be gotten by . . good exercises. 1593 
Siiaks. 3 Hen. V /, iv. vi. 85 Hunting was his dayly Exer- 
cise. 1614 Raleigh Hist. IVorld v. ii. 581 So he makes it 
his exercise to torment and murther all whom he suspecteth. 
1668 in T. W. Marsh Early Friends Surrey <$- Sus. vii. 37 
This is none of the Quakers exercise. 1738 Wesley Psalms 
1. ii, His Exercise by Day and Night To search his Soul- 
converting Word. 

3 . The practice (of virtues or vices) ; the habi- 
tual carrying out (of any particular kind of con- 
duct) ; the practice or fulfilment of the duties 
of (a profession, office, etc.) ; the execution of 
(functions' 1 . 

1393 Gower Con/. III. 19 Upon the nature of this vice, Of 
custume and of exercise. .A tale .. I shall rehercen. 1432 
Poston Lett No. 18 1. 32 He may putte hem from excercise 
and occupacion of the Kinges service. 1538 Starkey Eng- 
land ii. ii. 187 Abbeys and monastery? for the exercyse of a 
monastycal lyfe. 1552 Huloet, Exercise of marchandise, ne- 
gotiatio. 1394 Hooker Eccl. Pol. iv. xiv.(i6x 1 1 167 Suspence 
ofiudgement and exercice of charity were safer. 1631 Hobbes 
Leviath. n. xxx. x8i To defend private men in the exercise of 
severall Trades. X677HALB Prim. Orig. Man.x. i. 6The Rules 
and Exercise of Architecture, 1773 Observ. State Poor 42 
The exercise of cruelty is too frequently a concomitant of 
the acquisition of power. 1850 M rs. J ameson Leg. Monast. 
Ord. i 1863) 332 After some years spent in the exercise of 
every virtue. 1871 Freeman Norm. Conq. (18761 IV. xvii. 
S3 A. .larger exercise both of concert and secrecy. 

4 . The practice and performance of rites and 
ceremonies, worship, etc. ; the right or permission 
to celebrate the observances (of a religion). + For- 
merly also ellipt. — ‘ exercise of worship’. Cf. 10. 

1658 B. Harris Parival's Iron Age 49 The Emperours 
brother Mathias, .granted the Exercise of the Confession of 
Auxbourgh, throughout all Austria. Ibid. 64 He . . re-esta- 
blished the Exercise of the Roman Catholick Religion. 
Ibid. 222 The King hath lost seven Provinces, and the said 
Church, her exercise. 1704 Addison Italy 508 [Lewis] re- 
fus’d even those of the Church of England .. the publick 
Exercise of their Religion. 1781 Gibbon Decl. $ F. III. 92 
The exercise of public worship appears to be the only solid 
foundation of the religious seutiments of the people. 

f 5 . The action or process of training or drilling 
scholars, troops, etc. ; an instance of this. Const. 
of. Camp of exerciser, a camp established for 
the purpose of training troops. Obs. 

a 1533 Ld. Berners Gold. Bk. M. Aurel. (1546) H, Now 
wll wespeake of his laudable exercises of them that came to 
hym. 1538 Starkey England 11. i. 161 A com my n place 
appoyntyd to the exercyse of ythe. 1683 Abridgm. Eng. 
Mil. Discipl. 25 The Exercise of Horse consists in fewer 
Words of Command, then that of Foot. 1819 Rees Cycl. 
s. v. Camp, A Camp of peace and exercise. 

f b. The action of working the ground (after L.). 

1697 Dryden Virg. Georg. 1. 143 He with frequent Exer- 
cise Commands Th’ unwilling Soil [tr. exeree t tellurem\. 

6 . Practice for the sake of training or improve- 
ment, either bodily, mental, or spiritual. 

C1340 Hampole Prose Tr. 14 A saule hat haues..by 
gastely excercyse ouercomene and dystroyede concupyscens 
and passiouns. 1483 Caxton Cato B iij. For by the same 
playe one may doo h is excersise. 1509 F ish er F'un. Serm. 
C'tess Richmond Wks. 292 For her exercyse .. she dyde 
translate dyuers maters of deuocyon out of the Frensshe 
into Englysshe. XS57 Recorde W heist. F ijb, Exercise is 
the beste instrument in learnyng. c 1570 Short Sum 1st 
Bk. Discipl. Ch. Scot. § 5 Reiderc fvnd unabill, efter tua 
jeiris exerceis, for the ministrie. 1663 Gerbier Counsel 
8 b, In the drawing of a line, .he meant a continual ex- 
ercise to perfection. 1725-6 Pope Odyss. vm. 20X Skill’d 
in heroic exercise, I claim A post of honour. 1845 Stoc- 
queler Handbk. Bril. India (1854) 12 An army of exercise 
was assembled on the Gwalior frontier. 1853 — Mil. En- 
cycl . , Exercise, the practice of all those motions and actions, 
together with the whole management of arms, which are 
essential to the perfection of a soldier, and the rendering 
him fit for service. 

f b. Acquired skill. Obs . 


1602 Shaks. Ham. iv. vii. 98 Hee. .gaue you such a Mas- 
terly report, For Art and exercise in your defence. 

e. Disciplinary suffering, ‘ trial’ ; an instance of 
this. Also, a state of distress or anxiety, a pain- 
ful mental struggle. Now rare. 

cx 386 Chaucer Clerk's T. 1100 For our exercise, With 
sharpe scourges of adversitee. .to be bete. 1526 Pilgr. 
Per/. iW. de W. 1531) 1 b, Goostly exercyse, or mortifyea- 
cyon of the senses. 1637 Cromwell Sp. 20 Apr. (Carlyle^, 
The exercise that hath been upon me these three or four 
days, a 1662 D. Dickson in Spurgeon Treas. Dav. Ps. 
Ixxxviii. 1 title). The heaviest exercise we can imagine pos- 
sible for a saint.^ ax 7x3 Ellwood A utobiog. {1714) 31 For 
I presently saw, it would bring a very great exercise upon 
me. x86i Mrs. Stowe Pearl Orr's 1st. 26 These ’ere 
forty years that I’ve been round . . tendin’ funerals I’ve 
watched people’s exercises. 

7 . Exertion of the muscles, limbs, and bodily 
powers, regarded with reference to its effect on the 
subject ; esp. such exertion undertaken with a view 
to the maintenance or improvement of health. 
Often with modifying words, as carriage-, horse-, 
open air , walking, etc., exercise. 

c 1386 Chaucer Nun's Pr. T. 19 Attempre dyete was al 
hir phisik, And exercise and hertes suffisaunce.^ 1331 Elyot 
Gov. 1. xvi, By exercise . . the health of man is preserued. 
1626 Bacon Sylva § 299 Use not Exercise and a Spare 
Diet . . if much Exercise, then a Plentifull Diet. <2x700 
Dryden (J.', The wise for cure on exercise depend. 1732 
Arbuthnot Rules 0/ Diet 261 Violent Exercise or La- 
bour produceth this Effect. 1779 Johnson Let to Mr. 
Thrale 23 June, Exercise is labour used only while it pro- 
duces pleasure. _ X806-7 J. Beresford Miseries Hunt. 
Li/e (1826) 11. xvi, To work in your garden for the sake of 
exercise. 1865 Handy Horse Bk. 32 Two hours' daily 
exercise at a last walk will be enough to keep a hack fit 
for his work. ‘ 

8. A task prescribed or performed for the sake 
of attaining proficiency, for training either body or 
mind, or as an exhibition or test of proficiency or 
skill. 

a. gen. 

1576 Fleming Panopl. Ep. 356 As well in bodilie exer- 
cises as in the also that heelong unto the miude. 1635 
W a lton A tigler (ed. 2) 23 What more manly exercise then 
hunting the Wild-Boare ? x66a Stillingfl. Orig. Sacr. 
11. iv. § 5 The exercises of those who were educated in 
these Schools of the Prophets, were instructions in the Law. 
18x7 Chalmers Astron. Disc. i. (1852) x8 It is truly a most 
Christian exercise to extract a sentiment of piety from the 
works and the appearances of nature. x86o Ruskin Mod. 
Paint. V. ix. iv. § 6. 238 Of these the mason’s exercises are 
in the worst, possible taste. Mod. The use of the sloping 
ladder is an improving exercise. 

b. In pi. Military drill, athletics, field sports, 
dancing, etc. Also in sing, as a collective term, 
or in sense of £ a drill or parade’. Often with, 
modifying words, as bayonet-, cutlass small arm-, 
sword-, etc., exercise ; also manual exercise (see 
Manual). 

a 1533 Ld. Berners Gold. Bk. M . Aurel. (1546' B viij b, The 
father of Marke Aurelee themperour, had bene pretour in 
exercyses [mistranslating de los exercitos]. x6oo Shaks* 
A . Y. L. 1. i. 76 Allow me such exercises as may become a 
gentleman. 1647 Clarendon His i. Reb. i. (18431 4/ 2 [George 
Viliiers] spent two or three years in. .learning the exercises 
of riding and dancing. 1704 Loud, Gaz. No, 3104 Let them 
[able Bodied Men] repair to Captain Silver, .at his House 
. . or at the Exercise on Black-Heath, a 17x9 Addison (J.!, 
The French apply themselves more universally to their 
exercises than any nation. 1728 Pope Dune. u, A rgt , Then 
follow the exercises for the Poets, for tickling, vociferating, 
diving. 1776 Gibbon Decl. <§* F. I. xviii. 483 The exercises 
of the body prepared them for the fatigues of war. 1788 
Franklin Autohiog. Wks. 1840 1. 197 The several companies 
were forming and learning their exercise. 1796-7 Instr. 
4' Reg. Cavalry (1813) 199 As steady in the ranks, as if he 
was at a common exercise. 

C. As a University term: An academical de- 
clamation or disputation ; a viva voce examination ; 
a dissertation, musical composition, etc., required 
from candidates for degrees. 

1363 Fqxk in Latimer's Sernt. <5- Rent (1843'' p. x, After 
some continuance of exercises in other things, he gave him- 
self to the study of divinity, a 1656 Bp. Hall Life Rem, 
Wks. (1660 10 N ever durst I appear in any of those Exercises 
of Scholarship [public Disputations], 1701 W.Wooton Hist. 
Rome, Marcus i. 3 He . . obliged him to frequent the Lec- 
tures and Exercises of the Rhetoricians. 1765 Addr. Univ. 
Ox/, in Land. Gaz. No. 4086/1 The Exercise performed in 
our Theater on New-year’s-Day. X726 Amherst 7 err at 
Fit. xlit. [1754I 219 They have [at Oxford] long, tedious 
forms, which they call exercises, through which every can- 
didate for a degree must pass. (1836:' Emerson Eng. Traits, 
A ristocr. Wks. (Bohn) II. 87 Noblemen are 'exempted from ; 
the public exercises for the degree. x886 Ox/ Univ. Ca - 
lendar 56 The exercise [a piece of Vocal Music] is to be 
performed in public, and a copy of it to be deposited in the 
Music School. . Ibid . 58 Doing the Exercises [Disserta- 
tions or exegetlcal Lectures] for one of the two [degrees] 
only. 

d. A composition or translation written by 
pupils at school ; a piece of music, a problem, 
etc., designed to afford practice to learners. 

x6i2 Brinsley Lud. Lit. iv. (1627) 32 Now those that 
write exercises, may take the opportunity of that rime, to 
write them so faire as they can. 17x2 Budgell Specf . No. 
337 r 8 A theme or copy of verses are the usual exercices. 
1740 J. Clarke Educ. Youth (ed. 3) 34 The Scribling a 
lew lines of Larin Exercise every. N ight. xq$x Johnson 
Rambler No. 14c P 4, 1. .was furnished with exercises and 
instructed in my lessons by some kind patron. . 1841 J. T. 
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Hewlett Parish Clerk II. 235 To prepare their exercises 
and lessons for the. following day. 1853 Miss Shephard 
C. A uckester I. xvii. 168 She began to sing her florid exer- 
cises. 

e. A written composition ; an essay, sermon, 
treatise. 

1703 Mqxon Meek. Exerc. 95 In my former Exercises, I 
did not teach you how to chuse the Tools a Smith was to 
use. a 1716 South Seym. (1744) XL 103 Would the time 
and measure of this exercise permit, a 1742 Bentley 
Serm. viii. (R.>, Having abundantly proved in our last ex- 
ercise that, etc. 1880 T. Fowler Locke i. 8 These com- 
positions do not rise much above, or sink much below, the 
ordinary level of such exercises. 

ff. concr. The object of exercises ; * the sport’. 

1628 Ford Love's Mel. r. i. To be man, my lord. Is to be 
hut the exercise of cares In several shapes. 

+ 9 . A recreative employment, pastime, rare. 

1622 Bacon Hen. VII. 17 Thinking . . to performe all 
things now, rather as an Exercise then as a Labour. 

# 10 . A religions observance. Cf. 4. 

a. gen. (sing, and pi.'} Also religious exercisers, 
exercises of devotion, religion , or worship. 

1560-1 1 st Bk. Discipt.Ch. Scot, (1621) 60 That exercise 
which St. Paul calls prophecying. 1604 Shaks. Oth. m. 
iv. 41 Fasting, and Prayer, much Castigation, Exercise 
deuout. 1641 Hinde J. Bruen xxvii, 85 Constancy in 
maintaining all good exercises of Religion. 1644 Direct. 
Publ. Worship Ordinance 2 In all exercises of the publique 
worship.. 1771 Smollett Humph. CL (1815) 167 He had 
assisted in Lady Griskin's, and several private houses, at 
exercises of devotion, 1848 Macaulay Hist. Eng. I. 606 
His followers . . passed a great part of the day in religious 
exercises. 1868 Freeman Norm. Conq . (1876) II. via. 168 
Punctual In every exercise of devotion, i860 Phillips 
Vesuv. iii. 49 Producing great terror and much religious 
exercise. 1880 T. Fowler Locke i. 5 Locke. . must have 
occasionally found these tedious, and doubtless lengthy, 
exercises [religious services at college] somewhat irksome. 

b. An act of public worship. 

1574 Whitgift Def. Answ. ii, Wks.^1851) I. 197 The exer- 
cises of ‘praying, singing of psalms, interpreting, and pro- 
phesying '. 1628 Earle Microcosm ., Skee precise Hypocrite 
(Arb.) 63 She . . think es the Weeke-dayes Exercise farre 
more edifying then the Sundaies. 1636 Davenant Witts 
in Dodsley O. PL (1780) VIII. 413 And squire thy un- 
tooth’d Aunt to an exercise. 1674 Consul, Peace 4 Goediv. 
Prot. 22 The main upholder of two famous Exercises 1888 
E. Eggleston Graysons x. 117 The ‘ exercises ’ lasted a full 
hour longer, and it was half-past 10 before the presiding 
elder gave the benediction. 

e. An act of preaching or prophesying ; a dis- 
course. 

1594 Sh aks. Rich. Ill , m. ii. 112, I am in your debt, for 
your last Exercise. 1604 Const. <$• Canons Eccl, Ixxii, Ser- 
mons, commonly teamed by some Prophesies or Exercises, 
in market-towns, or other places. 1650 Evelyn Mem. 
(1857) I. 272 Having a mind to see what was doing among 
the Rebels.. I went., and found one at exercise in the 
chapel. 1799 C. Winter in W. Jay Mem. 30 When he 
closed his exercise, the people .. seemed to say, etc. 1868 
J. G. MiKLyCongreg. Yorksh. 22 Prophesy ings, or, as they 
were now [in 1603] called, ‘ Exercises V 

d. An act of private worship. 

1592 Greene Art Conny-catch . in. 11 They had said 
praiers, their euening exercise. 1663 Flagellum ; or 0 . 
Cromwell (1672) 21 The Family was called together to 
prayers, at which Exercise . . they continued long. 1822 
Galt Steam- Boat 299 , 1 went down stairs again to the par- 
lour to make exercise. 1824 Scorr St. Ronan xxviii, That 
honest person was, according to his own account, .engaged 
in the exercise of the evening. 1825 J. N eai. Bro. Jonathan 
T. 34 On a Saturday evening . .after the ‘ exercises ’ have been 
Smshed. .they fall into serious conversation. 

e. Sc. The discussion of a passage of Scripture; 
a meeting of the Presbytery for holding such a 
discussion. Exercise and Addition : see quot. 
1709. 

157a Lament, Lady Scot, in Scot. Poems t6fh C. II. 246 
The word of God is. .in the schuills exercise trewlie teichit. 
1598 Sc. Acts Jas. VI (1814) 189 Exemit . . fra all teiching 
in kirkis and congregations, except in exerceissis and cen- 
suring of doctrine in exerceissis. 1709 W. Steuart Collect. 
4* Observ. 30 The Presbyterial Exercise and Addition; 
The Exercise gives the Coherence of the Text and Context, 
the Logical Division, etc. The Addition gives the Doc- 
trinal Propositions or Truths, 1884 C. Rogers Soc. Life 
Scot. II. xi. 89 In 1638 the Presbytery of St. Andrews *at 
their weekly meetings were proceeding through St. John's 
Gospel with an exercise and addition on every verse. 

f. Hence the Presbytery itself. 

2578 Act Presb. Edin, bn Wodr. Soc.Misc. (1844) 407 The 
Brethren of the Exercylss of Edinburgh beand convenit. 
1612 Sc. Acts Jas. Vl (18141 499/1 The Ministers of the ex- 
ercise of Dalkeith fand the best meane for re paring of the 
Kirk, .to be, etc. 1884 C. Rogers Soc. Life Scot. II. xi. 89 
Members of each presbytery, then styled * the Exerceis 
11. altrib. in exercise book, a blank book of 
the kind used in schools for the writing of exercises. 
Exercise (e*ksoissiz), v. Forms; see the sb. 
ff. prec. sb. 

p The vb. has taken the place of the obsolete Exerce, and 
is thus the representative in sense of L. exercere, Fr. exer- 
cer, from which many of its uses are directly taken.] 

1 . trans. To put in action or motion, 
fa. To put .in operation, employ, use (an in- 
strument, remedy, or any agency) ; to work (an 
animal). 06 s . 

«26 Pilgr. Perf. (W. de W. 2531) 299 Vpon the asse, 
whiche of no man before had ben vsed ne exercised. 1590 
Spenser F. O. m. iii. 53 Let us . . our weake hands . . teach 
The dreadful speare and shield to exercize. 1612 Drayton 
Poly'olb. A, Some exercising their pipes, some singing 


roundelaies. 1691 T, H[ai.e] Acc. New Invent. 18 Without 
the least other Preparation or Mixture exercised upon the 
Metal it seif. 1607 Dryden Virg. Georg . n. 489 Then ex- 
ercise thy sturdy Steers to plough Betwixt thy Vines. 1726 
Swift Gulliver n. ii. 37 My Nurse gave me part of a Straw, 
which 1 exercised as a Pike. 1753 Stewart's Trial 153 
The King’s factor should venture to exercise his Majesty’s 
property freely. 1793 Munchhausen's Trav. xx. 66 When 
they quarrel they exercise a strait horn. 

b. To employ, bring to bear, apply (power, 
skill) ; to make practical use of (a right or privi- 
lege). 

c 1386 Chaucer Knt.'s T. 578 Ther as he might his vertu 
excersise. 1535 Coverdale x Kings xvi. 27 Amri, & all 
that he dyd, and his power that he exercysed. 1594 
Hooker Eccl. Pol. 1. x. (1611) 25 The life is led most hap- 
pily, wherin all vertue is exercised without impediment. 
2622 Massinger Virg. Mart. 1. i, To. .exercise that power 
Heaven has conferr’d upon me. 1651 Hobbes Leviath. n. 
xxviii. 162 That right of Punishing, which is exercised in 
every Common-wealth. 1690 Locke Hum . Und. iv. xiv. § 4 
This faculty of the mind, when it is exercised immediately 
about things, is called judgement. 1711 E. Fenton Ep. to 
Southerns 11 Sculpture exercis’d her Skill .. to make the 
Marble breathe. 1836 J. Gilbert Chr. A tonem. viii. (1852) 
224 The Divine Being, .exercises the right to forgive with- 
out any compensation. 1874 Green Short Hist.yn. 394 An 
arbitrary power of imprisonment was still exercised by the 
Council. 1891 Law Reports , Weekly Notes 77/1 The co- 
heiresses could have exercised the trust for sale. 

2. To employ habitually, practise (a person); to 
busy. Const in. (Now only rejl. and pass., with 
some notion of gaining skill by practice: cf. 3 ). 

1382 Wycuf 2 Mace. xv. vz Onye .. was exercised, or 
haunted, in vertues fro a chijld. £-1460 Fortescue Abs. 
Cf Lim. Mon. (17141 90 Thay [Archers] nedyn to be mich 
exercysyd in schotyng. 1526 Pilgr. Perf. (W. de W. 1531) 
2 Some . . be . . moche exercysed in goostly conuersacyon. 
1553 Eden Treat. Neme Ind . (Arb.) 10 He had been wel 
exercysed in Astronomy. Ibid, 24 They are exercysed in 
fyshing. 1583 Stubbes Anat. Abus. 11. 51 Cut off the 
haire . . in such comelie and decent maner as these barbers 
exercised therein can doe. 2613 Sir. H. Finch Law (1636) 
162 A Clarke of the Crowne .. which was neuer exercised 
in the Office. 1647 Clarendon Hist. Reb. iv. (1702) I. 298 
Untainted with any of those vices, which the Officers of 
that Army were exercised in. 1751 Jortin Serm. (1771) I. 
iv. 78 They exhort us to exercise ourselves in godliness. 
1731 Gibbon Led. F. III. 223 To give battle to an innu- 
merable people, exercised in arms. 1794 Mrs Radcliffe 
Myst. Udolpho i, She usually exercised herself in elegant 
arts. 1835 Wokdsw. C. Lamb , The hermit, exercised in 
prayer and praise.. Is happy. 1874 Mahaffy Soc. Life 
Greece viii. 241 He and his fellows were all exercised as 
jurymen in deciding political and social disputes, 
fb. transf. To employ, occupy (time). 06s. 
2711 Addison Spect. No. 94 F 3 Those Parts of Life which 
are exercised in Study, Reading, and the Pursuits of Know- 
ledge. 

f e. To till (the ground) ; = L. exert ere terrain. 
1382 Wyclif Gen. xx. 20 Noe, a man erthe tylyer, began 
to excersise {1388 tile] the erthe. 2654 R. Codrington tr. 
Justins Hist . 507 To exercise and mitigate the fields with 
ploughs. 1697 Dryden Virg. Georg. 1. 232 Unless the Land 
with daily Care Is exercis’d. 

3. To train by practice; to employ, put into 
action or movement, for the sake of acquiring 
skill or strength ; to drill (soldiers, etc.), to put 
through evolutions for practice or display ; to put 
(the limbs, the body) through a course of move- 
ments for the sake of strength or health. Also, 
to subject to ascetic discipline. 

1388 Wyclif i Sam. xx. 20 Y schai caste as excercisynge 
[1382 hauntynge] ether pleiynge me at a signe. 2533 Frith 
Another Bk.agst, Rastell 336 God. .left the Philistines to 
exercise and nurture the children of Israel. 1549 Latimer 
6 th Serm. bef. Edw. VI <Arb.)i6i Menne of Englande.. 
when they woulde exercyse theym selues. .were wonte to 
goo a brode in the fyeldes a shootynge. 2557 Bible (Genev.) 
Heb. v. 14 Them, .which through custome haue their wittes 
exercised, to judge both good and euyl. 2557 in Babees 
Bk. n 368 } 247 Moderatly exercise your body with some 
labour. 2684 R. H. School Recreat. 84 Here [in tennis] 
the Body is briskly exercised more than ordinary. <22695 
Wood Life (18481 2 66 A company of scholars . . exercised 
themselves in feats of arms privately in All Souls coll, 
quadrangle. 1743 R . Pococke Descr. East I. 57 The Arabs 
who came out to meet the cashif exercised themselves all the 
way on horseback. 2825 Carlyle Schiller 11. (1845 > 116 The 
objects , . to which I had been exercising all my powers. 1838 
Prescott Ferd. <§* Is. 11, y. 478 [Ximenes] exercised himself 
with fasts, vigils, and stripes. 1842 Miss Mitford in L’Es- 
trange Life ill. ix. 142 He exercised the horses at New- 
market. 

b. transf. To practise soldiers in the use of 
(weapons) ; to put (a gun) through its evolutions. 
1713 Addison Cato ii. vi. I’ll draw up my Numidian troops 
..to exercise their arms. 1836 Marry at Mulsh. Easy 
xviii, Exercising the great guns on board ship, 
t c. To accustom, inure. 06s. 

2558 in Strype A nn. Ref. I. App. iv. 6 To exercise the 
queen’s majesty's subjects to obedience. 2607 Tofsei.l 
Four-f. Beasts ^2673) no In the mean time exercise them 
to meat. . 

4. To give employment to ; to engage the atten- 
tion or feelings of; to tax the powers of. 

1538 Starkey England u. t. 376 Such poverty, exercysyth 
wel the pytuose myndys of them wych have enough. 1614 
Raleigh "Hist. World iii. 71 The continuall Warres which 
exercised King Darius. 1780 Harris Philol. Enq. Wks. 
(1841) 391 The authors of our own country. . having exercised 
many critics of learning. 18x8 Jas. Mill Brit. India II. 
iv. v. 270 The situation was calculated to exercise Hindu, 
duplicity and address. 1879 Cassell’s Techn. Educ. IV. 


66/1 Various breeds had great celebrity— a celebrity which 
exercised the pens of their most famous writers. 

b. esp. To harass, vex, worry ; to afflict, make 
anxious, c prove’. 

Originally in religious use with some notion of disciplinary 
exercise (see v; the wider use was prob. at first transf. 
from this. Cf. Exercise sb. 6 c, 

<*2555 Latimer Serm. $ Rem. (1845) 323 Exercised with 
my old disease in my head. 1596 Bp. Barlow 3 Serm. ii. 
87 There is also another cause why God thus exerciseth his* 
children, c 1665 Mrs. Hutchinson Mem. Col. Hutchinson 
(2848) 159 Injurious prosecutions, wherewith the governor 
was afterwards much exercised, a 1725 Burnet Own Time 
(1823^ I. 78 God. .thought fit to exercise him with calumny. 
1722 Sewel Hist. Quakers (27951 I. 24 At times Ins mind was 
much exercised. 1758 S. Hayward Serm. xvii. 520 The 
melancholy disorder he [Job] was exercised with, a 2847 
Mrs. Sherwood Lady of Matior I. iii. 68 The. .dispensation 
with which it had pleased the Almighty to exercise her. 
i86x Hughes Tom Brown at Oxf. v. (1889' 42 Tom. [was] 
much exercised in his mind as to what manner of man he 
had fallen upon. 2878 Simpson Sch. Shaks. I. 123 The 
minds of people at Rome were exercised concerning the 
division of the expected spoil. 2888 N. <$* Q. Ser. vii. V. 4x8 
My own housemaid was very much exercised, .by an inex- 
plicable tinkling, .of her door-bell. 

5. To carry on, carry out, perform. 

fa. To perform (esp. habitually), practise, take 
part in (an action, feat, game, etc.) ; to play (a 
part). To exercise the great horse (see Horse). 

c 2430 tr. T. a Kempis 37 Bre)vern , . ]>at exercisen not )>o 
hinges as h«i are called to ! 2531 Elyot Gov. i. xxvii, He 
neuer exercised any other play or game. 2538 Starkey 
England 1. ii. 41 Frely hyt exercysyth vertues actys. 1542 
R. Copland Guy don’s Quest. Chtrurg. A iij a, What dyuers 
operacions exerciseth the Cyrurgyen? 1547 Homilies 1, 
Short Declar. laith r. (1859) 38 The living body of a man 
ever exerciseth such things as belong to a naturall and living 
body. 2548 Hall Chron. 197 b, The Poleaxe the whiche 
feate he had greatly exercysed*. 2552 Huloet, Tragcedus , 
he that clothe exercise some parte in a tragedie. 1580 Stow 
Ann. (1605) 481 Henry Hotespurre . . maketh hmasion vpon 
them . . exercising laudable factes. 2592 Chettle Kinds, 
harts Dr. '1841) 19 But now, I heare, my blinde brother, 
that exercisde the base. 1644 Evelyn Mem . < 18571 I. 70 
Here I .. went to see them ride and exercise the great 
horse. 2667 Milton P. L, iv. 552 About him exercis’d 
Heroic Games Th’ unarmed youth of Heav’n. 1760 C. 
Johnston Chrysal (1822) L 201 The matron, .immediately 
began to exercise her donations to public charities. 

fb. To carry on, ply, pursue (an occupation, 
trade, etc.) ; to discharge the functions of (an 
official post) ; to practise oneself in (an art, 
language, etc.). 06s. 

2467 in Eng . Gilds ( 2870) 407 The craft that he canne or 
exercisith. 1522-2 Ad 3 Hen. P r /JI , c. 23 § 9 They, .may 
occupie and excercise their roomes and offices of foreyn 
Auditours. 2555^ Eden Decades W, Ind. 35 They had 
graneges & exercised tyllage. 1598 Hakluyt Voy. 1 . 62 It 
. is a kinde of porte towne, bauing a great marte exercised 
therein. 2602 R. Johnson Kingd. # Conrnm. (1603) I 3 Many 
good townes and riche places where clothing is exercised. 
2603 Jas. I in Ellis Grig. Lett. 1. 239 III. 66 We have 
thought good to appoint . . the lord Thomas Howard de 
WalcTen to exercise that place. 2622 Coryat Crudities 
396 Which hunting of wilde boares is more exercised by 
the Germans then by any other Christian nations. 1651 
Life Father Sarpi (1676.) 5 In Venice he exercised Mer- 
chandise, though with no great prosperity. 2683 Dryden 
Life Plutarch 37 He had neither the leisure to study, nor 
so much as to exercise the Roman language. 2771 Goldsm, 
Hist. Eng. I. 249 The inhabitants exercised pasture in the 
open country. 

fc. To celebrate, perform (a ceremony, reli- 
gious service, etc. ) ; to perform the observances of 
(a religion). 06s. 

a 1400 Cov. Myst . 71 This we clepe festum Encenniorum, 
The new ffest of whiche iij in the 3 ere we exercyse. 1483 
Caxton Gold. Leg. 78/3 With the drede of God they excer- 
sised the feste of theyr weddynges. 2486 in Lichfield Gild 
Ord Owr ordinary visitacion had and exercysed. in the 
chapell of owr lady beside the market place of Lichfeld. 
2612 Brerewood Lang. $ Relig. xxvi. 228 The Gregorians 
..exercise notwithstanding their liturgies in the Greek 
tongue. 2698 Lassels Voy. Italy II. 94 In this place was 
exercised the first publick profession of Christian religion. 
a 173a Atterbury Serm. Matt, xxvii. 25 tSeager) They 
were permitted by .their conquerors freely and publick ly to 
exercise their religion. 1807 J. Johnson Orient. Voy. 357 
They have a regular form of government, and exercise the 
Mahometan religion. 

d. To perform or practise acts of (justice, 
cruelty, oppression, duplicity, etc.). Cf. I b. 

2494 Fabyan Chron. n. xxxii. 25 Gurguncius v exercisyd 
Iustyce to his subiects. 2548 Hall Chron. 223 Thet exer- 
cised their crueltie, against their awne seifes. 26x1 Shaks. 
Cymb. v. iv. 82 No longer exercise. Upon a valiant Race, 
thy harsh, .injuries. <22703 Burkitt On N. T. Matt. vii. 5 
To exercise severity in judging of ourselves. X791 Burke 
Corr. (28441 III. 356 So. much perfidy, pride, cruelty, and 
tyranny, never was exercised in a like case. 2828 J as. Mill 
Brit. India II. v. viii. 679 The greatest oppression was 
evidently exercised upon the unhappy cultivators. 

e. To discharge, fulfil { functions) ; to exert, 
wield, possess (dominion, jurisdiction, etc.). 

2590 Marlowe and Ft, Tamburl. iv. i, I exercise a greater 
name, The scourge of God. 2658 Whole Duty Man xiv. § 8. 
308 Those, .who dare presume to exercise the offices of it, 
without being lawfully called to it. <21704 Locke (J.), That 
dominion which their governours had aright to exercise over 
them. 2736 Butler A nal. 1. iii, Wks. 1874 1 . 47 Government 
of the. .same kind with that, which a master exercises over 
his servants. 2790 Gouv. Morris Lifety Writ. (1832)11. 117 
It engrosses all functions though incapable of exercising 
any, 2828 D’Israeli Chas. /, I. vi. 150 The late exiles*. 
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attempted to exercise their ministry. 1880 L. Stephen 
Pope v. it 1 Swift did not exercise either so gentle or so im- 
perial a sway as Addison. 

f. Of things: To ‘exert’, possess efficiently 
(force, influence, effect). 

1862 II. Spencer First Princ.n. iv. § 54 (1875) 178 The 
force which a given quantity of matter exercises, remains 
always the same. 1867 Smiles Huguenots Eng. xi, (1880) 
179 The Exodus^ of the French Protestants exercised a 
highly important influence on European politics. 

8 . absol. or intr. for reft. in various senses, 
f a. To ply one’s calling, to * practise’. Obs. 
1511-2 Act 3 Hen. VIII , c. ii That noo person, .take upon 
hym to excercise and occupie as a Phisicion. 1565 Act 8 
Elk. c. 13 § 5 Sea-faring Men.. may freely and quietly ex- 
ercise and row in their own Wherries. 

f b. To perform one’s office, practise, upon. 
Also, To treat upon a subject. Obs. 

x6io Shaks. Temp. 1. ii. 328 Vrchins Shall for that vast of 
night, that they may worke, All exercise on thee. 1616 Lane 
Sqr.’s Tale 120 Wheare such surgeons on flesh exercise. 1703 
Moxon Meek . Exere. Pref. 6 And lastly, as a close to Smith- 
ing, I shall Exercise upon Steel, and its several Sorts. 

c. To go through exercises or evolutions; esp. 
of soldiers, ‘ to drill ’. 

1606 Shaks. Ant. ffCl. in. vi. 12 IW common shew place 
where they exercise. 1678 tr. Gaya’s Art of War n. 53 
Exercise. Ibid. 57 Whilst the Pikes are exercising, the 
Musketteers are made to order, or rest upon their Arms. 
*697 Potter Antig. Greece 1. viii. (1715) 38 For Wrestlers, 
Dancers, and all others that would, to Exercise at the same 
Time. 1782 Cowfer Gilpin 64 In which I bear my trusty 
sword When I do exercise. 

t dL. To take exercise. Obs. 

1655 Moufet & Bennet Health’s Imprcrv. iThirdly, 

Exercise not presently upon it [milk], a 1698 Temple Health 
Long Life Wks. 1720 I. 279 In the course of common 
Life, a Man must either often Exercise, or Fast, or take 
Physic, or be sick. 1734 J. Rogers Ess. Epid. His. 257 A 
spare Diet is necessary, when we can’t Exercise. 

+ 7 . intr. To conduct or engage in a religious 
exercise or service ; to expound or interpret Scrip- 
ture. Obs. exc. Hist. Cf. Exercise sb. 10. 

1561 T. Norton Calvin* s* Inst. Contents, Leaving the in- 
feriour manner of exercising which hee used among the 
Israelites. 1635 Winthrop New Eng. (1853) I. 214 Mr. 
Shepherd prayed with deep confession of sin, etc., and ex- 
ercised out of Eph. v. 1649 Evelyn Mem. (1857) III. 38 
Lieutenant-Gen. Cromwell, .exercised yesterday at White- 
hall, to inquire of the Lord, etc. 1663 P. Henry Diaries <$• 
Lett A 1882) 130 In y* morning I exercis’d at home, I hope 
to edification. 

Exercised (e-kssisoizd), ppl. a. [f. prec. + 
-ed 1 .] In senses of the vb. 

Exercised act : tr. med.L. actus exercitus , a scholastic 
term used in various senses opposed to actus signatus ; in 
Duns Scotus it means specific being viewed in itself, not as 
an object of predication. See Exerced, Exercite a. 

2552 Huloet, Exercised, Exercitatus. 1590 C. S. Right 
Retig. 19 He. .disclaimeth . . such exercised lordship ouer 
the Cleargie. 1597 J. Payne Royal Exch. 37 We must be 
all exercised souldiers. 1607-12 Bacon Ess. Fortune (Arb.) 
379 The exercised fortune maketh the Able man. 1628 T. 
Spencer Logick 53 Therfore the end hath an actiue, and an 
exercised act, in the producing of the effect. 1631 T. May 
tr. Barclay’s Mirr. Mindes n. 33 The strongest and most 
exercised head in Contemplation, 1690 Penn Rise # Progr. 
Quakers (1834) 63 We were an exercised people. 2791 Bos- 
well Johnson an. 1756 We. .venerate in Johnson one.of the 
most exercised minds that our holy religion hath ever formed. 
1841 Myers Catk. TIu in. §40. ^ Questions. . decided, .by 
the exercised faculties of each spiritual mind. 

Exerciser (e'kssisaizai). [f. Exercise v. + 
**ER L] One who or that which exercises. 

1 . In senses of the vb. Const, of. 

1552 Huloet s. v., Exerciser of anye of these flue games. 
5604 Const. <$• Canons Eccl. cxxvi, Possessours & Exercisers 
of peculiar lurisdiction. <7x6x9 Hieron Wks. 1 . 16 Crosses 
..are trialls of faith, exercisers of patience. x686 J. Ser- 
geant Monast. Conventions xx They [the monks of St. 
Basil] became so industrious, that their Monastery was 
called the place of Exercise, and they the Exercisers. 1805 
W. Taylor in Ann. Rev. III. 240 Excellent sharp-shooters 
and exercisers. 1831 Blackw. Mag. XXIX. 146 The. .vir- 
tual exercisers of the elective privilege. 1864 Dickens in 
Daily r Tel. 12 May, [The player's] is not a vocation the 
exerciser of which can profit by the labours of others. 

, 2 . An apparatus for exercising the limbs, etc. 

• X889 The Voice (N. Y.) 3 Oct. Advt. , The best health ex- 
erciser on the market. Mod. A. B. and Co’s Home-ex- 
erciser.'. ■ 

Exercising (e'kssissizirj), vb!. sb. [£ Exer- 
cise v. + -ing‘.j The action of the verb Exer- 
cise ; an exercise. Also dttrib. 

1509 Fisher 7 Penit. Ps. li. Wks. 100 The excercysynge 
and doynge of many good werkes. 1548 R. Hutten S um 
Diuinity 266 They be exercisynges of faythe. x6x6 Bing- 
ham tr. AElian’s Tacticks 156 Ip exercising you must onely 
use these three termes of direction. Make ready. Present. 
Give fire. 1631 Gouge Gods Arrows 111. xi. 206 All sorts of 
trainings and exercising of armes. 1709 W. Bishop in Bal- 
lard MSS. (Bodleian) XXXI. 54 The Free Exerciseing of 
Their Religion. 1874 Knight Diet. Meek., Exercising- 
apparatus, an apparatus for the use of gymnasts, or for 
the training of special muscles, 
f Used gerundially with the omission of in. 

1736 Chandler Hist. Persec. 358 Whilst these severities 
were exercising against Protestants. 

Exercising (e’ksaisaiziq), ppl. a. [f. as prec. 
*f -ING 2 .] That exercises. 

*711 Shaftesb. Charac. (1737) I. 343 The exercising- 
authors of this kind have been above describ d, in the 
beginning of this treatise. 


iExeTcist, Obs rare- 1 , [f. Exerce v. + -1ST.] 
One who practises (religious) exercises. 

1715 M. D avies A then. Brit. X. 245 Mr. Ignatius’s Rules 
for his meditating Exercists, 

Exercitant ^egzausitant). [a. F. exercitant , 
ad. L. exerdtant-em , pr, pple. of exerdtdre, fre- 
quentative of exercere to exercise : see Exerce.] 
One who is engaged in spiritual exercises. 

1858 Faber Life Xavier 465 .He gave the spiritual exer- 
cises of his Messed father Ignatius ; though generally speak- 
ing the exercitants were chiefly confined to the first week. 
1890 Tablet 30 Aug. 356 The exercises were to lead the 
exercitant, to saintliness. 

t Exe-rcitate, pa. pple. Obs. [ad. L. exord- 
ia t-us, pa. pple. of ex erdtdre : see prec.] Exer- 
cised ; e.g. with spiritual discipline. 

<71423 tr. T. a Kempis' Consol, u. ix, He is not hye yn 
contemplacion of god, yet [read j?at] is not exercitate for god 
in som tribulacion. ibid. m. xxi, So mi3tily temptid, so 
greuously troublid, so manifolde preued and exercitate. 

Exer citation iegzausitJ* jbn). Forms : 4-5 
exercitacion, -eioun, 6 exercetation, -cyta- 
cyon, 5- exercitation. [ad. L. exercitation-em , 
n. of action f. exercita-re : see Exercitant.] 

1 . The exercising, putting in operation, or exert- 
ing (of faculties, powers, etc.) ; an instance of this. 

<7 1374 Chaucer Boetk. iv. vi. 140 pei sholden conferme }>e 
vertues of corage by J?e vsage and exercitacioun of pacience. 
1603 Florio Montaigne 11. xii. ix632) 304 Asclepiades [held 
the soul to be] an exercitation of the senses. 1743 Fielding 
J. Wild 1. iii, He was. .never detected in such furtive com- 
positions, nor indeed in any other exercitations of his great 
talents. 1829 Southey Sir T. More II. 109 They have an 
ambitious propensity for intellectual exercitation. 1880 J. B. 
Crozier Relig. Future ii. 123 Emerson’s religion requires 
no. .exercitations of the imagination to vivify it. 

■f 2 . The practising (of a trade), habitual per- 
formance ( of actions). Obs. 

1579 Burgh. Rec. Aberd. in Grant Burgh Sch. Scotl. u. 
xiv. 1.18761 480 The exercetation of all crafts. 1633 J. Done 
Hist. Septuagint 180 You use to Whet and sharpen your 
understanding in the exercitation of high deedes and gests. 

b. An accustomed employment, a duty belong- 
ing to one’s office. 

1737 Common Sense (1738) I. 20 Not to mention what a 
fatal Hinderance a prominent Abdomen would prove to his 
royal Exercitations in the Seraglio. 1760 Goldsm. Cit. W. 
v, His health is still pretty well; nor is he in ^ the least 
unfit, .for any kind of royal exercitation. Ibid. cix. 

3 . The training (of a person or his faculties) by 
practice ; practice (of an art, etc.) for the sake of 
improvement; an instance or a mode of this. 

147S Bk. Noblesse 21 The second was exercitacion and usage 
in dedis of armes. 1386 Ferne Bias. Gen trie Ded., From 
industriousexercitations many vtillities . . do flowe and source. 
1633-60 Stanley Hist. Philos. (1701) 283/2 Nothing in Life 
can be rightly done without exercitation. 1713 Steele 
Engliskm. No. 38. 244 Let us for our own Exercitation. .turn 
to the Description of it. 1748 Chesterf. Lett. II. clxiv. 
97 Consider them [systems] only as exercitations for the 
mind. 1831 Southey in Q. Rev. XLIV. 99 The practice 
had become so much an exercitation of subtlety, on the 
part of its professors. 1864 Lowell Biglovv P. Wks. (1879) 
313 The writing of verses is a good rhetorical exercitation. 
f b. Spiritual discipline. Obs. 

1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. xvni. J. (1495' 748 Some 
beestes ben made for exercitacion of man. .and therfore ben 
made flyes and Iyce. < c 1425 tr. T. & Kempis’ Consol. 11. ix, 
Whan spiritual exercitation is 3oven of god, receiue it with 
gret bankinges. 

+ 4 . Exercise of the body ; a mode of exercise. 

1382 Wyclif i Tim. iv. 8 Bodili excercitacioun, or trauel- 
ing, or abstinence, to litil thing is profitable, a 1500 Prose 
Legends in Anglia VIII. 154 Exereitacyone of body she 
sette litil by. 1541 R. Copland Galyen’s Terap. 2 C ij. Ye 
ought to haue cure of all the body, in strengthyng it with 
dyuers exercytacyons. 1640 G. Watts tr. Bacon's Adv. 
Learn iv. ii. 191 Walking [is good] against the crudities of 
the stomack, and for other diseases other exercitations. X658 
Rowland Moufefs Theat. Ins. 898 To the Conservation or 
keeping of Bees, many things are required, to wit, orderly 
diet, .air, exercitation. 

5 . Devotional exercise ; an act of public or pri- 
vate worship. 

1655-60 Stanley Hist. Philos . III. 1. 31 He had morning 
exercitations at his own house. 1673 Penn The Chr, a 
Quaker x. Wks. 558 Spiritual Exercitation. 1792 G. Wake- 
field Enquiry 14 Diurnal exercitations for spiritual im- 
provement. 1828 Carlyle Misc. (1857) 1 . 101 Werner appears 
to have assisted at certain * Spiritual Exercitations 

6. An exercise or display of skill, esp. literary 
or oratorical; a written or spoken disquisition, 
essay, discourse. 

1632 J. Wremse (title's Divine Exercitations, containing 
divers Questions and Solutions for the right understanding 
of the Scriptures. 1689 Dial. Tim. <$- Titus 39 ( heading) A 
Friendly and Cordial Exercitation to my Brethren in the 
Ministry, vj. . in Somers Tracts II. 240 Scaliger, in his 
323d Exercitation against Cardan. 1736 Neal Hist.Purit. 
III. 162 He.. published a Latin exercitation upon the same 
subject. x8x6 Scott Old Mart. I n trod. ,1 ndulging. . a flowing 
..diction in his prose exercitations. 1876 C. M, Davies 
Uttortk. Lond ; 352 A very wild campanological exercitation. 
1877 M. Arnold Last Ess. on Ch . 22 The superb exercita- 
tions of Bossuet or the reasoning and rhetoric of Pascal, 

+ Exercita*tor. Obs. rare . [a. L. exercitator , 
agent-n. f. exerdta-re : see prec.] One who writes 
an ‘ exercitation 

1649 Needham Case Comirm, 21 The Exercitator objects, 
that the present Govemours have usurped over the Majority 
of die House. 1630 A. A. Reply Sanderson 10 The Exer- 
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citator . . confesses . . That such an Oath may be . . sus- 
pended. 

f Exercita;tory, a. Obs. rare-L [ad. L. <?x- 
erdtatbri-us, f. exercitare : see Exercitation.] 
Of the nature of an exercitation or dissertation. 

1672 Life # Death of Arminius § Episc . n. 4 Diligent 
and industrious in disputations, and exercitatory Sermons, 

t Exercite, sb . 1 Obs. Also 5 excereyte, 
-syte, exeereyte. [a. OF. exerdte , ad. L. exer- 
dins army (u stem), action of exercising, hence 
concr. , f. exercere: see Exerce v.J An army, 
host. 

1485 Caxton Chas. Gt. 21 In that tyme were baptysed. . 
thre thousand men of hys excersyte. 1490 — Eneydos xx ii. 
83 He sawe the felawes of the Emmendes and alle their ex- 
cercyte. c 1490 — Blanckardyn ( 18901 9 He arryued wyth 
alle his Exeercyte nyghe to the cost of Subyon. 1550 J. 
QoKKEng, Fr. Herald § 72 (1877) 81 Wyllyam Conquerour 
. . passed, with his exercite of the noble Englyshemen, into 
Fraunce. 

t Bxe’rcite, sb.- Obs. Forms: 5 excersite, 
-yte, 5-6 exercite, -citie, -cyte. [a. OF. exer- 
dte , of obscure formation ; perh. f. exerciter (see 
Exercite v.) ; possibly ad.L. exercitus (see prec,).] 
In various senses of Exercise sb. Drilling (of 
soldiers) ; practice (of virtue, etc.) ; occupation (of 
time) ; discharge (of the duties of an office) ; also, 
exercite of = practices preparatory to. 

1485 Caxton Chas. Gt. 20 It is tyme. - to forsake the false 
god ties, .whyche. .do no thynge but excersite of dampna- 
cyon. 1489 — Faytes of A . 1. vii. 15 The exeercyte of their 
offyee. 1302 Ord. Crysten Men (W. de W. 1506,1 in. iii. 148 
Excellente in contemplacyon, St in the exercyte or tisynge 
of lyfe spyrytuall. a 1533 Ln. Berners Gold. Bk. M. 
A urel. 11546) R iij a, The kepyng of hyr selfe [Lucreee] close 
in her house, the exercytie of her tyme. 

*1 Exercite, ppl- Ct. Obs. rare — 1 . [ad.L . exer- 
citus, pa. pple. of exercere : see Exerce ] In Ex- 
ercite act - 1 exercised act ’ ; see Exercised ppl. a. 

vjxx tr. Werenfehius’ Disc. Logomachys 101 Then [follow] 
Acts.. divided, signate, exercite. 

1 * Exercite, V. Qbs. Also 5 exeercyte. [a. 
OF. exerciter to exercise, ad. L. exercitare: see 
Exercitant.] trans. To exercise, practise ; to dis- 
cipline, drill ; to wield, bring into play (a weapon). 

147S Bk. Noblesse 27 Good men of armes well lerned and 
exercited. 1483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 427/4 He excercytyng 
and ocupyeng hym in thys holy operacion or werke. c 1500 
Melusine 224 In many other appertyse of armes they exer- 
cyted them self. 1541 R. Coplan d Galyen’s Terap. 2 B iij b, 
The boke of medycamentes, wherin it behoueth to be exer- 
cyted who soeuer wyll take any fruyte of these present 
comentaries. 1556 J. 0 [lde] tr. Walt tier’s Antichrist 161 
But the material sweord must be exercited for the churche, 
and the spiritual sweorde of the churche. 

■f Exerci’tion. Sc. Obs. rare. I11 6 -tionn(©. 
[ad. L. exercitidn-em, n. of action f. exercere : 
see Exerce.] 

a. Exercise, whether bodily or mental, b. Mili- 
tary exercise, drill, c. Enforcement (of law). 

1525 Sc. Acts Jos. V (1816) 295 J>e hail lordis referris the 
exercitioune of the Kingis maist noble persoune to the dis- 
crecioune of the Lordis being with him for ]>e tyme. ^ 1528 
Lyndesay D?'eam 874 Quhy want we lawis Exersitioun ? 
1536 Bellenden Cron. Scot. (1821; I. p xxi v, Corporal! exer- 
emoun of the ha.idis. 1340 Sc. Acts fas. ^(1814) 363 That 
exercitioune may be had throwout all realme amangis all 
our souirane lordis liegis for exercing of f>are personis in 
ordoure. 1552 Abp. Hamilton Cateck. (1884) 16 Tha war 
ordanit also for our. .spiritual exercitioun. 

t| Bxercitor (egzj-jsitpi). Roman Law. [Lat. 
exercitor , agent-n. f. exercere ] (See quot.) 

1850 Burrell Lazo Diet. s. v., The exercitor was bound 
for the acts of the master. 1880 Muirhead tr. Inst it. Gains 
iv. § 71 Exercitor is the name given to the individual who 
is drawing the daily profits of the ship. 

Bxercito*rian, a. [f. L. exer cit dri-us (f. Ex- 
ercitor : see prec. ) + -an.] Of or pertaining to 
an exercitor. Exerdtorian action (see quots.). 

1880 Muirhead tr. Inst it. Gains 494 Exerdtorian action, 
a praetorian action in solidum granted to a creditor against 
a paterfamilias or owner, who, as exercitor of a ship, had 
placed his films familias or slave in charge of it. 

II Exerga sia. Rhet. Obs. Also 6 erron. ex- 
axgasia. [a. Gr. « pyaoia lit. * working out,’ £ 
kgepyafcoOai to work out, perfect, £ 4 £ out + 
€pyb(e<r0cu to work, £ tpyov work.] (See quots.) 

1589 Puttenham Eng. Poesie in. xx. (Arbi 254 Exargasia 
. . a terme transferred from these polishers of marble. 1657 J. 
Smith Myst. Rhet. 221 Exergasia. .a figure when we abide." 
still in one place, and yet seem to speak divers things, 
many times repeating one sentence, ; but yet with other 
words, sentences and exornations. 1721-1800 in Bailey. 

t Exerga’stic a. Obs. In 7 erron. exargastic. 
[ad. Gr. tgepyacfTt/c-os able 10 accomplish, f. (£- 
tpya&oOai, £ out + kpyagecrOcu to work.] Tend- 
ing to work out. 

1652 Urquhart yViw/ Wks. (1834) 292, I could have in r 
troduced, in case of obscurity, synonymal, exargastick, and 
palilogetick elucidations. 

f Exe*rgasy. Obs-° Anglicized form of Ex- 
ergasia. 1730-6 in Bailey (folio). 1775 in Ash. 

HxerguaX (egz9*igal), a. [f. next + -al.] Per- 
taining to the exergue, 

1856 Smyth Rom. Fam. Coins 233 The exergual letters 
are cut clearer than those in the field, ^ *864 Evans Coins 
Anc. Britons 299 There is an exergual line. 
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EXERGUE. 

Exergue (e’ksarg, egzSug). Numism. Also 7 
exerge, -urg. [a. F. exergue (used freq. by De Bie 
1634), app. f. Gr. out + epyov work ; prob. in- 
tended as a quasi-Gr. rendering of Fr. hors-d'oeuvre , 
something lying outside the work.] A small 
space usually on the reverse of a coin or medal, 
below the principal device, for any minor inscrip- 
tion, the date, engraver’s initials, etc. Also, the 
inscription there in serted . 

2697 Evelyn Numism. v. 188 Position of the Legenda.. 
some on the Exergeoniy. Ibid. 98 Exurg. _ 1761 Phil. 
Trans. LIL 20 The inscription in the exergue is formed of 
the Etruscan characters. 1843 Brande Did. Sc. Lit. <$* A rt 
833 fx When occupying the lower extremity of the pieces, and 
separated from the rest by a horizontal line, they [the words] 
are termed the exergue. 1864 G. W. King Gnostics 54 Iu 
the exergue is set out arable supporting a loaf. 

transf. 1851 Landor Popery 49 Never tear a hole in the 
exergue of the pantaloon because they have been sitting in 
a dirty place. 

ExeTg"am. [Latinized form of prec., as if ad. 
Gr. *!£fpyoi'.] prec. 

1730-6 in Bailey (folio). 1856 W. H. Smyth Catal. 
Northumberland! s Ron. Family Coins 032 On the exergum 
P(ublius) Galh(aV 

+ ZSxOTtr ppte* and///, a. Ohs. [ad. E.exs)ert~us 
pa. pple. of exserere to Exert.] Used as pa. pple. 
of next. Also as ppl . a. Exsert, Exserted. 

1647 H. More Song 0/ Soul r. 1. xxxix. The self-same 
power (Which is exert upon each mortall wight). Ibid. n. ii. 

I. i, To view* the various frie from their dark wombs exert. 
1661 Lovell Hist. Anim. % Min . Introd., They [the teeth] 
are not exert or serrate in any [animals] that are horned : but 
concavous in all. 

Exert (egzSut), v. [f. L. exert-, better exsert -, 
ppl. stem of exserere to put forth, bring out, f. ex- 
out + serdre to bind, entwine. The formation is 
prob. due to antithesis with inserere to Insert. 
See Exsert v.] 

f 1. trans . To thrust forth; to push out or up ; 
to discharge (a seed) ; to emit (light, etc.). Ohs. 
Cf. Exsert. 

x 66 o tr. A myraldus* Treat . Relig. rr. v. 231 The seeds of 
venome. .will infallibly be exerted to our mischief, a 1688 
Cudworth Immut. Mor. iv. i. § n He that should say the 
Sun had a Power of exerting Light out of his own Body. 
1690 J. Banister in Phil. Trans. XVII. 67 x The Film, 
the Nautilus ., exerts, may be analogous to this. 1607 
Dryden Virg.Georg. n. 596 Apple Trees, whose Trunks 
are strong to bear Their spreading Boughs, exert themselves 
in Air. 1708 J. Philips Cyder u. 60 The Orchart loves to 
wave With Winter Winds, before the Gems exert Their 
feeble Heads. 

tb. To bring to light (something previously 
hidden) ; to exhibit, reveal. Also, to put forth 
in action (one’s latent character). Ohs. [Cf. L. 
paulatim exseruit principem, Suet, Tib.] 

a 1700 Dryden (J.), The several parts lay hidden in the 
piece, Th’ occasion but exerted that or this. 2712 Addison 
Sped. No. 130 F 1 My Friend was in some doubt whether 
he should not exert the Justice of the Peace upon such a 
Band of Lawless Vagrants. 1743 Fielding Wedding-day 

II. i. They lead us into ruin with the face of angels, and 
when the door is shut on us, exert the devil. 

2. To manifest in action, bring into active opera- 
tion (force, a quality, etc.) ; to exercise, bring to 
bear, f To exert every nerve — to strain every 
nerve. 

1681 Flavel Right. Man's Ref. 210 God's Faithfulness., 
is actuated, and exerted in his . Providences. 1693 South 
Serm. 582 The fore mentioned faith, .wall, .recover and exert 
itself, 1722 Addison Sped. No. 112 F 1 And exerting all 
such qualities as are apt to give them a figure in the eye of 
the Village. 1766 Goldsm. Vic. W. xii, Deborah exerted 
much sagacity in conjecturing. 1781 Burke Corr. (1844) II* 
453, I should have exerted every nerve for Mr. Laurens. 
1804 Med. Jrnl. XI I. 298 To exert a power truly consistent 
With their constitutional prerogative. 1816 J. Smith Pano- 
rama Sc. ^ Art II. 303 All bodies are capable of exerting 
electrical attraction, i860 Tyndall Glac. 11. xxl 344 Sup- 
posing., the unimpeded thrust of the whole glacier .. to be 
exerted on the ice at the Montanvert, etc. a 1862 Buckle 
Misc. Wks. (1872) I. 133 In the middle ages the influence of 
the church was almost invariably exerted on the side of 
order and peace. 

3. To exert oneself', to put forth one’s latent 
powers ; to use efforts or endeavours ; to strive. 

1736 Butlf.r Anal. 1. ii. Wks. 1874 I. 35 By thus exerting 
ourselves, we obtain and enjoy these objects. 1706 H. 
Hunter tr. St. Pierre's Stud. Nat. (1799)1, 62 Every indivi- 
dual.. is under obligation to exert himself For the general 
good. 1861 ^Trollope Barchester T. xiii, Every one must 
now exert himself who would not choose to go to the 
wall. 

tb. intr. for reft. Ohs. 

<31749 Philips Pastorals v. To try How art exerting, 
might with nature vie. 1799 Mackintosh Law Nat. 4 
Nations Wks. 1846 I. 363 Other men., have exerted to dis- 
guise the most miserable common-places in the shape of 
paradox. 

f 4, To perform, practise. Ohs. 

1662 Glanvill Lux Orient. Hi. 29 An occasioning him to 
exert an operation of his mind which he did not before. 
1667 Sydenham in J. Brown Horae Subsec. Ser. 1. {1882) 125 
If it shall happen yt the Mercury shall, .exert its operation 
by stooles, 011716 South (J.), When the will has exerted 
an act of command upon any faculty of the soul. 1757 
Burke Abridgm. Eng. Hist, in, iv, The youth.. after ex- 
erting many useless acts of unfortunate bravery, fell in 
battle. 


'Exerted (egzo’ited), ppl. a. [f. prec. +-ED 1 .] ! 

f I. Thrust out ; projecting ; Exserteb. Ohs. 

1697 Dryden JEneid xi. 944 Resistless, through the War, 
Camilla rode . . One side was bare for her exerted Brest. 1698 
Tyson in Phil. Trans. XX. 113 Eyes Black, small, vivid 
and exerted.^ 2756 T. Amory % Buncle (2770) I.xiii. 51 Its 
exerted clavicle has several volutions. 2816 Kirby & Sp. 
Entomol. iv. (i828) I 121 With a very long exerted sting. 
1823 W. Scoresby yruL North Whale Fishery 4x8 The 
front teeth of both jaws would appear to be exerted during 
the life of the animal. 

2. Roused to effort ; brought into vigorous ac- ■ 
tion ; strained. 

167s M. Clifford Hum. Reason in Phenix (1708) II. 550 
Men often move their Bodies, without any particular ex- 
erted Thought of doing so. 1701 Rowe A mb. Step-moth. .1. 
i, The utmost Power of my exerted Soul Preserves a being 
only for your service. 1715-20 Pope Iliad xvn. 767 His f 
exerted sight Pass’d this and that way, through the ranks 
of fight. Ibid. xvii. 833 Two mules . . with exerted strength, 
Drag some vast beam. 

Hence Exe'rtedness, rare — r , the quality of 
being exerted or brought into vigorous action. 

1681 H. More Exp . Dan. iii. 74 The ethereal purity, ex- 
ertedness, and activity of their [Angels'] nature. 

Exerting (egzoutirj), vbl. sb. [f. as prec. + 
-ingE] The action of the vb. Exert ; f an in- 
stance of this, an exertion. 

1676 Hale Contempt. 1. (1689'' 260 This habit of piety in 
your soul . .will put foi*th actual exertings of it self in appli- 
cations of short occasional prayers. 2677 — Prim. Orig. 
Man. 1. i. 31 This analogical Providence, .though it accomo- 
date net it self to the finger in those exertings of those 
Senses of Seeing or hearing, yet, etc. 1695 Pepys Let. Tan- 
ner in Academy 23 Aug. (2890) 252/2 In viteing our learned 
Professor to y' exerting of his Strength. 

Exertion (egzaujbn). [as if ad. L. ^exertion - 
em l exserlion-em) : see Exert v. and Exsertion.] 

+ 1, The action of putting forth; manifestation, 
displav. Const, of. Ohs. 

1668 Howe Bless. Righteous (2825) 252 O my Soul take 
thy allowed pleasure in such exertions of God, as thou dost 
now experience in thyself. 2682 Sir T. Browne Chr. Mor. 

33 Could we. .apprehend the ideated man, and as he stood 
in the intellect of God upon the first exertion by creation. 
a 1763 Secicer Serm. I. x, A proper exertion of that chear- 
fulness, which God hath plainly designed us to shew. 1796 
Jane Austen Sense 4 Sens. (1849) 99 An exertion of spirits, 
which increased with her increase of emotion. 

2. The action or habit of exerting or putting 
into active operation (an organ, the faculties, or 
habit of the body or mind) ; the action of exer- 
cising or putting in force (power, a principle). 
Also an instance of this. Const of. 

1677 Hale Prim. Orig. Man. 1. i. 22 The several exertions 
of the several organs relating to their several functions. 
1736 Butler Anal. 1. v. Wks. 1874 I. 88 Habits of the 
mind are produced by the exertion of inward practical 
principles. 2756 Burke V bid. Nat. Soc. Wks. 2842 I. 15 A 
timidity which hinders the full exertion of his faculties. 
1761-2 Hume Hist. Eng. (1806) III. App. iii. 600 [Eliza- 
beth’s] imperious temper, .rendered her exertions of power 
violent and frequent, 1818 Jas. Mill Brit. India II. v. 
vi. 568 Carrying the exertion of their powers to a height 
more extraordinary than they had before attempted. 2828 
Scott F. M. Perth xxiv, By a skilful exertion of strength 
and address, the body of Bonthron was placed safely on the 
ground. 

attrib. 1889 Pall Mall G. 2 Dec. 6/2 Exertion money, 
that is, the girls are set to work against one another by the 
promise that those who work hardest shall be paid, .extra. 

3. The action of exerting oneself ; vigorous ac- 
tion ; effort ; an instance or mode of exerting 
oneself. 

1777 Robertson Hist. Amer. I. 11. 125 The constitution 
of their bodies [was] naturally, .unaccustomed to the labo- 
rious exertions of industry. > 1806-7 J. Beresford Miseries 
Hunt. Life (1826) 11. xxxvi, Working the dumb-bells and 
other irrational exertions. 1810 Wellington in Gurw. 
Disp. VI. 327 To stimulate others to similar exertions. 
1844 Thirlwall Greece VIII. IxL 200 The fire was soon 
extinguished by the exertions of the soldiers. 2855 Sir H. 
Douglas Mil. Bridges vi. 289 Every exertion should he 
made.. to restore a passage. 2860 Tyndall Glac. 1. xxit. 
152 To keep up the proper supply of heat by increased 
exertion. 2876 J. Ii Newman Hist. Sk. I. m i. 247 His 
health, .was as yet unequal to the exertion of pleading. 

Ezertive (egz5*itiv), a. [f. Exert v. + -ive.] 

1. Tending to exert or rouse to action. 

2836-7 Sir W. Hamilton Metaph . xi. {1877) I. 286 Exer- 
tive faculties, the best expression to denote the faculties — 
of will and desire. 2882 J. C Dolan in Pennsylv. Sch. 
Jrnl. XXX. 82 The will is universally conceded to be the 
conative or exertive faculty. 

2. (Meaning obscure : perh. some error in text.) 

_ 2560 Rolland Crt. Venus 1. 24 Be Fische in flude swowm- 
ing so exertiue. 

t ExeTtment. Ohs. rare - 1 . [f. Exert v. + 
-ment.] The action of exerting; display, exer- 
tion. ■ . . 

2696 Edwards Exist. 6* Prtrvid . God 1. 253 This unusual 
exertment of divine providence we of this nation ..have 
lately felt with surprise. 2860 Worcester cites Clarke. 

t Exe'sion. Ohs. [as if ad. L. *exesion-em, n. 
of action f. exedcre (see Exede), f, ex- out + eddre 
to eat.] The action of eating out 

2646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. in. xvt. 145 Theophrastus 
..demerit the exesion or forcing through the belly [of the 
viper], 1684 tr. Bone Is Merc. Compit. 87 Exesion is made 
by tarrying for Concoction. 1775 in Ash. 

Exestuate, -ating, -ation : see Ex^estuate. 


Exeter ( e*kszb>i). The name of an English 
city, used attrib. in Exeier-elm (see quot). Also 
as the name of a bait for salmon. 

2882 Garden it Nov. 419/3 The Exeter Elm. .is simply a 
fastigiate variety. 2883 Fisheries Exhib. Catal. 54 Phan- 
toms, Exeters. .and various other Baits for Salmon. 

II Exeunt (e-ksz>nt), v. [L. exeunt they go out, 
3rd. pers. pi. pres, indie, of exire to go out : see 
Exit.] A stage direction {prig. Exeant: see 
Exeat) signifying that at this point two or more 
actors leave the stage. So in Exeunt omnes ‘all 
go out’, a direction for all to retire. 

c 2485 Digby Myst. (1882 iv. 832 We shall gife hire at- 
tendance . .Exeunt. 2613 Shaks. Hen, VIII , i.ii. 214 Kin. 
By day and night Hee's Tray tor to th’ height. Exeunt. 
2673 Dryden State Innoc. hi. i, [Stage direction].. the two 
Angels exeunt severally. 2779 Sheridan Critic ir. ii, Exeunt 
praying, .would vary the established mode of springing off 
with a glance at the pit. 

|| Ex facie (eks fi^-JV). Sc. Law. [L.ex out of 
+ facie, abl. of facies face] On {lit. from) the 
face (of a document) ; so far as appears from the 
document itself. Also attrib. 

1862 W. Bell Did. Law Scot. 348/2 A deed ex facie valid 
and regular, but .. reducible on the head of deathbed, etc. 
Ibid., Ex facie nullities, whether at common law or founded 
on statute, are pleadable by way of exception. 

Exfamiliation (eksfamidi,^ jbn). rare - 1 . [n. 
of action f. Ex- + L. familia family, on analogy of 
expatriation .] Exclusion from a family. 

1879 Hearn A ryan H ousehold 131 This power of admission 
on the one side, and on the other side of expatriation, or, 
perhaps, I should rather say of exfamiliation. 

Exfetation (eksfz'ti^Jbn). Med. rare~°. Also 
exfoetation, [f. Ex- pref. 1 4- L . fetd-re to im- 
pregnate : see -ation.] ‘ Imperfect fetation in 
sonie organ exterior to the uterus’ (Hoblyn 1858)* 

Exfiltration (e-ksfiltr^.J-m). rare~K [n. of 
action f. Ex- preff + Filt(e)r ; see -ation,] The 
action or process of filtering out. 

2878 Lawrence tr. Cotta's Rocks Class. 25 Zeolites * are 
products of exfiltration or of the internal decomposition and 
transmutation of the mother rock.’ 

Exfleet (eksfle-kt), v. rare— 1 , [f. Ex- + L .flect- 
ere to bend, turn.] trans. To bend out or outwards. 

1877 Coues Fur Anim. y ii. 204 The lower border is., 
emarginate, and the angle itself is scarcely, .exflected. 

Ex-focal (eksf<?u-kal), a. rare —K [f. Ex- 
prefX + Focal.] Not passing through the focus. 

2882 T. Stevenson in Nature XXIII. 560 The ex-focal 
rays proceeding from the outer edges of the flame. 

t Exfo'diate. Obs. rare- 1 , [f. L. exfodi- 
stem o i exfodere {ejfodere) to dig out or up (f. ex- 
out + fodere to dig) + -ate 3.] trans. To dig out. 

a 2860 ‘Used somewhere by H. H. Wilson' (F. Hall). 

Hence Exfo cHated ppl. a. Exfodia’tion, the 
action or process of digging out ; in quot.^. 

2795 Hull Advertiser 24 Oct. 4/3 The women carefully 
wash the. .exfodiated clay. 1823^ New Monthly Mag .VII. 
124 It was necessary that he should attain the light by a 
long process of exfodiation {printed exfodation]. 

Expectation, var. form of Exfetation. 
Exfoliate (eksf<?«‘li,<riO, v. [f. late L. exfolidt- 
ppl. stem of exfolidre to strip of leaves, f. ex- (see 
Ex.- pref 1 ) + folium leaf : see -ate 3. (In Fr. ex- 
folier.) Cf. Effoliate.] 

1. trans. a. Pathol. To cast off, shed (the cuticle, 
the surface of a bone) in the form of £ leaves ’ or 
scales. Tb. Surg, To remove the surface of (a 
bone, etc.) by exfoliation. 

2612 Woodall Surg. Mate Wks. (1653) 391 Nature doth 
of her self exfoliate, and cast off the part putrid. 2672 
Shadwell Humorist v, I have hurt myself just upon the 
shin- bone^ that was exfoliated. 2683 Salmon Doron Med. 
11. 588 It is an excellent thing to scale and exfoliate Bones. 
2799 Med. Jrnl. II. 446 The other [wound] continued . . to 
exfoliate a little bone. 2810 Charac. in Ann. Reg. 1808 
1 16 Animals that exfoliate their cuticle annually. 

2. intr. Of a bone, horny substance, a scar, the 
skin, etc. : To separate or come off in thin leaf- 
like layers or scales ; to desquamate, scale off. 

2676 Wiseman Ckirurg, Treat. 11. vii. 284 The Heel-bone 
. .rarely exfoliates by rough handling. 1774 Goldsm. Nat. 
Hist. (1862) II. 1. vi. 26 [The horny helmet of the casso- 
wary] exfoliates slowly like the beak. 2807 bled. Jrnl. 
XVII. 278 The eschar produced by the caustic exfoliated 
very kindly. 2828 Art Preserv. Feet 177 The nails. , are 
subject .. to exfoliate* 2844-57 G. Bird Urin. Deposits 
(ed. 5)359 The warm bath was daily used as soon as the skin 
began to exfoliate. 2856 Kane A ret. Expl. II. xi. 34 Down 
with a frozen heel ; the bone exfoliating, 

3. transf a. Of the cellular tissue of trees : To 
peel off. Of the trunk : To throw off layers of 
bark. b. Of minerals, metals, rocks, etc. : To 
split into laminae, come off in layers or scales. 

2807 J. E % Smith Phys. Bot. 23 The Cellular Integument 
exfoliates . . in trees. 2822 Pinkerton Petral. I. 501 Trunks 
of trees, lying one on the other, .easily exfoliate, by drying 
in the open air, 1832 J. Holland Manuf. Metals I. 152 
The wrought iron exfoliates, or separates in laminae. 1839 
M urchison Silur. Syst.i. xxxvi. 502 The columnar green- 
stone exfoliates at the angles of the prisms. 286a Dana 
Man. Geol. 64 Before the blowpipe it [anhydrite] does not 
exfoliate like gypsum. 2879 Cassells Techn. Educ. IV. 
245/1 The fire is only moderate at first, lest the cupel should 
crack and exfoliate by being too suddenly heated. 


EXFOLIATION.' 

4 . trans. In etymological sense : To unfold the 
leaves of ; to open out, develop. In quot.yS^-. 

2808 Knox & Jebb Corr. I. 447 To make a sermon out of 
one of his discourses, .partly, by exfoliating ideas, that are 
like rosebuds. . 1877 Wraxall tr. Hugo's Miserabks v. 
xxxix. 26 Questions exfoliated themselves. 

Hence Exfoliated, Exfo*liating ppl. adjs. 

1676 Wiseman Chirurg, Treat, v. ix. 398 The exfoliated 
edges of the bone. 1839 Reeve Brittany 236 The columns 
were getting rusty and exfoliated. 1882* Times 23 Mar. 0/5 
The dust of their exfoliating skin. 

Exfoliation veksfjufli^i-jbn). [a. F. exfoliation , 
f. as prec. : see -ation.] 

1 . Surg. and Path . The action or process of 

exfoliating. 

1676 Wiseman Chirurg. Treat . iv. iv. 264 The bone laid 
bare in order to Exfoliation. £-1720 W. Gibson Farrier's 
Dispense, i. <1734)25 Eupliorbium. .It’s Tincture is often 
applied to Bones that are laid bare, to hasten an Exfolia- 
tion. 1741 Monro Anat. (ed. 3) 51 The Exfoliation which 
Cartilages are subject to. 1797 M. Baillie Morb. Anat . 
(1807) 89 The cricoid cartilage, being converted into bone, 
was separated by exfoliation. 1851 Carpenter Man. Phys. 
(ed. 2) 173 This moulting is precisely analogous to the ex- 
foliation and new formation of the Epidermis, in Man. 
b. transf. Cf. Exfoliate 3. 

3802 Playfair Itlustr. Hutton. Th. 31 This stone is., 
subject to perpetual exfoliation. 1816 R. Jameson Char. 
Min. (1817) 204 Exfoliation, or the separation of the folia 
of a mineral from each other. 1848-53 La yard Nineveh ix. 
223 A kind of exfoliation had taken place on the surface of 
the glass vase. x85o Tyndall Glac. 1. i. 6 The exfoliation 
of rails, the fibres of iron, etc. 1884 Bower & Scott De 
Barf s Phaner. <$• Perns 413 In old age they [parenchyma- 
tous cells] die off . . after breaking up into layers or rows 
(exfoliation). 

2 . That which is exfoliated ; an exfoliated por- 
tion; a * coat ’ or layer in the stem of a tree. 

1750 G. Hughes Barbadoes no The several exfoliations 
of its [a tree’s] green part were equal in number to its 
branches. 1835 Lindley Introd. Bot. (1848) I. 238 The 
spongelets of the aerial roots consist of. .exfoliations of the 
epjphlceum. 1876 Gross Dis. Blatlder “2 r j Such casts.. are 
mistaken for exfoliations of the lining membrane. 

Exfoliative (eksfJu'li/tiv), a. and sb. [a. F. 
exfoliatif -ive, f. exfolier, ad. L. exfolidre : see 
Exfoliate v. + -ive.] 

A. adj. ‘Capable of causing, or favourable to, 
exfoliation * (Syd. Soc. Lex. 1884). 

1730-6 Bailey (folio), Exfoliative Trepan , one proper to 
scrape, and at the same time to pierce a bone, and so to ex- 
foliate or raise several leaves or flakes one after another. 
1746 Amyand in Phil. Trans. XLIV. 196 With the exfo- 
liative Trepan, to make a fair Opening into the medullary 
Cavity of the Bone. 1875 H. Walton Dis. Eye 494 Occa- 
sionally an exfoliative effort is seen on the surface of the eye. 

B. sb. Something which produces exfoliation. 
1676 Wiseman Chirurg. Treat, n. vii. 185 Dress the Bone 

with the milder Exfoliatives, and keep the Ulcer open, till 
the burnt Bone cast off. 

Exforcipate (eksfrisip^t) nonce wd. [f. Ex- 
pref. 1 +L. forcip - em forceps + -ate 3.] trans. To 
extract with a forceps. In quot.y%: 

1838 Coleridge Lit . Rem. III. 383 Wrapped up in the 
womb of this or that text of Scripture to he exforcipated by 
the logico-obstetric skill of High Church doctors. 

+ Exfirse, v . Obs . rare — K = Effuse v. 

1612 W. Parkes Curtaine-Dr. (1876) 16 View with what 
delight and greedinesse of appetite he [the drunkard] in- 
fuseth and exfuseth, powres out and powres in. 
t Exonerate, V. Obs. rare. [f. Ex- Pref. 1 + 
Generate z>.] trans, To generate or produce out 
of something else. Hence Exgemerated ppl. a. 

1662 J. Sparrow tr. Behind s Rem. IVks . , A pot. Perfect. 9 
The Divine Love is an Exgenerated Substance, Ibid., and 
Apol. Tylckenyw How is the New Birth performed in Us? 
is it entering in or exgenerating? is it not performed in us 
in our Souls? 

Exgurgitate, obs. var. of Egurgitate. Hence 
Exgrirgita-tion, Obs. (see quot.) 

1623-6 Cockeram, Exgurgitate , to vomit. 1730-6 Bailey 
( folio>, Exgurgitation, a casting or voiding up. 

Exk-. In the more common of the words 
beginning with these letters, such as exhaust , ex- 
hibit , the h is usually silent ; many persons, how- 
ever, sound it (esp. in deliberate or public utter- 
ance) when the word has the stress on the second 
syllable. To avoid inconvenient repetition ■ the 
more frequent of the two alternative pronunciations 
will alone be indicated. In words of little colloquial 
currency the h is ordinarily sounded when it begins 
a stressed syllable. 

Exhaeredate, -ation, obs. if. Exheredate, 

-ATION. 

Exhalable (egz-, eksih^-lab’l), a. Also 7 
-ible. [f. Exhale v. + -able.] That can be ex- 
haled ; capable of being evaporated. 

1675 Grew Anat. Plants, Led. vi. (1682) 291 Plants, 
Whose Virtue lieth in their exhalible Parts. ai6 9 x Boyle 
Hist. Air viii. (1692) 29 The Body by Exsiccation is de- 
prived of those liquid and exhalable Parts. 1748 Phil. 
Trans. XLV. 544 These exhalable Parts, 1775 in Ash. 
*847 in Craig; and in mod. Diets. 

E xhalant (egz*, eks,h£i*lant\ a. and sb. Also 
8-9 -ent. [a. Fr. exhalant , ad. L. exhdlant-em, f. 
exhdldre to Exhale.] 

A. adj. 

1 . That exhales, exhaling. 
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1812 Edzn. Rev. XIX. 52 Carbonic acid.. Is,. given out 
directly by the exhalent vessels of the lungs. 1854 Wood- 
ward Mollusc a n. 243 The exhalent siphon [in Bivalves] 
has but a single row of tentacles. 2883 C. F. Holder in 
Harper's Mag. Jan. 187/2 Their orifices so arranged that 
the mhalent are upon the outside of the cylinder, and the 
exhalent upon the inner side. 

2 . Exhalant ( artery , vessel, etc.) : that transfuses 
or conveys (blood, etc.) in minute quantities. 

1771 T. Peroval Ess. Med.% Experim. (1777) 1 . 253 The 
lymph which is thrown out, from the exhalant arteries, into 
the intestines. 2782 A. Monro Anat, 35 These exhalent 
arteries must have corresponding absorbent veins. 2830 
R. Knox Biclard’s Anat. 181 Exhalent arterioles opening 
at the surface of the peritoneum. 2847 Youatt Horse xii. 
252 Increased action of the exhalent vessels. 

B. sb. An exhalant vessel or organ. Obs. 

1796 Mitchill in Morse Amer. Geog. I. 200 note, Its 
odour resides in the euticular exhalants. 2805 W. Saun- 
ders Min. Waters. 463 In fever, .the exhalents on the sur- 
face of the body will not admit of a free passage to the per- 
spirable fluid. 2820 E. P. Luscombe Health of Soldiers 46 
The Sun’s rays, by which the exhalants on the surface of 
foe body are kept in a state of high excitement, a 1842 Sir 
A. Cooper in T« Graham Dom. Med. (2844) 407 Dropsy., 
arises from an increased action of the exhalents. 

attrib. 1836 Todd Cycl. Anat. I. 6o5 / x The important 
exhalent function of the skin is annihilated, 

t Exhalate, v. Obs. Also 7 exhallate. [f. 
L. exhdldt - ppl. stem of exhdldre to Exhale.] 

1 . trans. a. To send off as vapour ; to evaporate, 
b. To produce by evaporation. 

1598 Sylvester Du Bartas 11. ii. (2608) 282 The flitting 
Clouds it [the sea] cease les exhalates. 1599 A. M . tr. Gabel- 
keener s Bk. Physicke 70/1 Let it seeth till it be sodden, and 
exhalatede awaye the depth of tlire fingers. 2600 W. 
Watson Decacordon (1602) 334 Dewes of cold . . deuotions . . 
mixt with exhalated smokes of. .sublimed aspires. 1643 I. 
Steer tr. Pabricins' Exp. Chirurg . xii. 47 Those sharpe.. 
humours maybe exhallated. .by the pores of the skin. 

2 . intr. a. = Exhale 2. b. (See quot. 1623.) 

2599 A, M. tr. Gabelhouer's Bk. Physicke 125/1 Cover the 
same least the vigor therof exhalate. 2623 Cockeram ii. 
To Breath on something, Exhalate , Euaporate. 

Exhalation (eksal£i*Jbn). Forms: 4-6 exa- 
lacion, (4 -tion, 5 -eyon, 6 -tione), 5 exala- 
cioun, -cyoun, 6- exhalation, [ad. L. exhalation- 
em, n. of action f. exhdldre to Exhale.] 

1 . The action or process of exhaling, breathing 
forth or throwing off in the form of vapour ; evapo- 
ration. Const, of. 

2398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. m. xv. (Tollem. MS.), To 
hot sunne . . make)? to greet exalacion and wastynge of )>e 
kynde hete. c 1400 Lanf rands Cirurg. 11. iii. 252 It is 
drede of sodeyn deep, for sodeyn exalacioun of pe spiritis. 
2582 Hester Seer. Pkiorav. 1. xxxji. 39 The Feuer is dis- 
solued with . . exhalation and exsication, 2603 Holland 
Plutarch's M or. 41 The aire . . by exhalation is elevated, 
and doth rise from the earth. 1676 Grew Anat. Plants, 
Led. ii. 11682) 240 Exhalation ; when not only fumes, but 
visible steams are produced. 2836 Todd Cycl, Anat. I. 
135/2 The skin and pulmonary surface are the great imple- 
ments of exhalation among animals. 

Jig. 1670 G. H. Hist . Cardinals r.' 11.60 A Pinnacle of 
Grandeur above all exhalation of scandal. 

b. The action of emitting the breath; expira- 
tion ; an instance of this; a puff. Also fig. the blow- 
ing off or getting rid of (anger, excitement, etc.) 

1*2734 North Lives I. 416 After these exhalations. .his 
mind became more composed. 2834 T. M edwin Angler in 
Wales I. 249 There are some -who.. shorten the brief span 
of our [a cigar’s] being, making it only a few volcanic ex- 
halations. 1854 Emerson Lett. 4 Soc. Aims , Poet. $ 
Imag. Wks. tBohni III. 159 The length of lines in songs 
. . is determined by the inhalation and exhalation of the 
lungs. 2878 H. James Europeans I. ii. 73 Gertrude gave 
a little long, soft exhalation. 

2 . concr. That which is exhaled ; a mist, vapour, 
etc.; an emanation or effluvium, a scent. Also collect. 

2393 Gower Conf III. 95 Through divers exalations.. 
Men sene diverse forme appere Of fire. 2398 Trevisa 
Barth. De P. R. xiv. iii. (1495) 469 Hylles gendre exala- 
cyon, smokes and vapours. 1447 Bokenham Seyntys (Roxb.) 
287 She ouery stynking exalacyoun Of )>e eyr bare alwey 
ful heuyly. 1540-2 Elyot Image Gov, 64 Sickenesses, 
whiche undoubtedly dooe_ growe of corrupt exhalacions 
ventynge out of mens bodies. 1562 Bulleyn Bk. Simples 
x b, Abstain from soche meates, as., make exalacion, or 
smoke up into the braine. 2610 Rowlands Martin Mark- 
all 32 So noysome an exhalation, that birds, .are poysoned 
with the very breath and ayre thereof. 2750 Johnson 
Rambler No. 78 P 2 The Indian wandera among his native 
spices without any sense of their exhalations. 1862 Meri- 
vale Rom. Emp. (1865) VII. lx. 282 Nero’s golden house 
had risen like an exhalation, and like an exhalation it dis- 
appeared. 2869 E. A. Parkes Prod. Hygiene ted. 3) 127 
Pulmonary ana cutaneous exhalations of men. 
fig. 159a Nasiie P. Penilesse 21 a, Exhalations, drawen vp 
to foe heauen of honor, from the dunghil of obiect fortune. 
1871 R. H. Hutton Ess. II. 342 The turbid malarious ex- 
halations of visionary excitement. 

3 . A body or portion of vapour, usually en- 
kindled vapour ; a meteor, arch. 

1561 Eden Arte Nauig. 11. xx, 51 b, Shining exhalations 
. . appeare in tempestes. 1602 Shaks. ful. C. 11. i. 44 The 
exhalations, whizzing in the ayre, Giue so much light, that 
I may reade by them. 1660 Glanvill Vanity Dogm. xviii. 
274 The Galaxy is no exhalation from the Earth, but an 
heap of smaller Luminaries. 1720 Ozell tr. Vert of s Rom. 
Rep. I. iv. 201 This Year , . fiery Exhalations were seen in 
the Air. 2871 Farrar Witn. Hist, ii, 58 The star of the 
shepherds was a meteoric exhalation. 

+ Exhalative, <*• Obs. rare [f. L. exhdldt- 


EXHALE. 

ppl. stem of exhdldre (see Exhale) + -ive.] Of 
a nature to be exhaled ; exhalable. 

2594 Plat New Sorts of Soil 25 When they [come and 
other seedes] are ripe .. the exhalative water flyeth away, 
and the generative remaineth. 

Exhalatory (egz-, eksibse-latori). [as if ad. 
L. *exkdldtorium , f. exhdldre to Exhale + -ory.] 
A passage or vent for exhalation (of gas). 

2813 Monthly Mag, XXXVI. 138 In Persia, there are 
several natural exhaiatories of hydrogen gas. 

Exhale (egz-, eksih^T), v . 1 Forms: 5 exale, 
6 exhaii, 7 exhael, 8 exhal, 7- exhale, [ad. F. 
ex haler, ad, L. exhdla-re to breathe out, evaporate, 
f. ex- out + hdldre to breathe.] 

I. To give, pass, or draw off in vapour. 

1 . trans. To breathe, give forth, or disengage 
from the surface ; to send up (fumes, gas, vapour, 
etc.) ; to give off in vapour. Also fig. 

a 1628 Sm J. Beaumont Epiph. in Farr S. P, fas. I <2848) 
144 We shall exhale our vapours vp direct. 1664 Power 
Exp. Philos. 1. 29 It had lost near two drams of its former 
weight, which was exhaled by insensible Transpiration. 
2667 Milton P. L. v. 421 Nor doth the Moon no nourish- 
ment exhale, From her moist Continent to higher Orbes. 
1727 De Foe Syst. Magic 1. iv. (18401 203 The vapours which 
by their acquired heat they nave exhaled- 2772 Sir W. 
Jones Laura Poems <1777) 80 Every bower exhal’d the 
sweets of May. 2805 W. Saunders Min. Waters 248 This 
mineral water . . exhales no perceptible smell, 1849 Mrs. 
Somerville Connex. Phys, Sc. xxvii. 301 They [plants] ex- 
hale oxygen. 2870 Emerson Soc. 4* So lit., Civiliz. Wks. 
(Bohm III. 38 Eloquence, .may warm itself until it exhales 
symbols of every kind and colour. 2878 Huxley Pkysiogr. 
67 Water . . exhaled from the leaves of plants and from the 
lungs and skin of animals. 

2 . intr. Of vapour, perfume, fheat, etc. : To 
pass off into the air. Of a liquid, etc. : To pass 
off as vapour ; to evaporate. Const from, out of. 

c 1400 Lanfrands Cirurg. n. iii. 149 (MS. B) Spirites ex- 
ale)? whyche J?at buj? frendys, bo]?e to J?e body & eke to |?e 
soule. c 1420 Pallad. on Hash. 1, 303 Se the floode be 
goode ther thou will duelle : For ofte of it exaleth myst im- 
pure. 2626 Bacon Sylva § 399 Fire doth lick up the Spirits 
and Blood of the Body, so as they exhale. 1642 French 
Distill, iii. J 1 651) 66 Let it be melted.. with a soft fire, that 
all the moisture may exhale. ' T707 Curios, in Husb. <§* 
Card. 257 Cover the Earth with good Straw-Mats, that 
the Heat may not exhale. 2728 J. Chamberlayne Relig. 
Philos. <2730) II. xviii. §6 The same has been observed as 
to Acid Liquors, by the sowre Smell that exhales from them. 
1799 G. Smith Laborat. I. 329 When the matrass is made 
red hot, sulphurous matters will exhale, i860 Emerson 
Cond. Life , Worship Wks. (Bohn) II. 407 When flowers 
reach their ripeness, incense exhales from them, 
b. transf. and fig. 

1621 Burton Anat . Mel. 1. ii. iv. vii, As if all our dearest 
friends lives had exhaled with his. 1667 Milton P. L. vji. 
255 When Orient Light Exhaling first from Darkness they 
beheld. 2697 Dryden Virg. Georg, iv. 710 His Hopes 
exhal’d in empty Smoke. 1849-50 Alison Hist. Europe 
III. xviii. § 35. 562 His indignation exhaled in a letter to 
the Count d’ Artois. 1858 Hawthorne Fr. It. Jrnls. I. 
174 The illusion and lifelikeness . . exhales out of a picture 
as it grows old. 

3 . Phys. and Path. Of animal fluids : To pass off 
in minute quantities through a membrane or blood- 
vessel. Also in passive. 

c 2400 Lanfrands Cirurg. 126 {MS. A) pel loken if ony 
ping exale out bi {?Hke rimelle — as blod or ony other mater. 
1830 R. Knox Bedard's Anat. 79 The fluid which the ulti- 
mate ramifications of the arteries exhale in it [the cellular 
tissue]. 1834 M‘'Murtrie Cuvier's Anim. Kingd. 19 The 
extremities of the vessels simply spread^ themselves over 
large surfaces, whence the produced fluid exhales. 1836 
Todd Cycl. Anat. I. 401/2 Blood is. .rarely exhaled at the 
internal surface of the bladder. 2865 Mom. Star 23 Feb., 
The blood merely oozes through the coats of the relaxed 
vessels — in medical phrase we say it is exhaled. 

4 . trans. To draw up or drive off in the form of 
vapour; to evaporate; rarely, f to draw up (a 
vapour) ; to draw out the perfume of (e. g. a rose). 

1589 Nashe in Greene’s Menaphon Pref. (Arb. 1 9 The Sea 
exhaled by drops, will in continuance be drie. 1592 Shaks. 
Rom. ful. m. v, 13 Yon Light.. is some Meteor that the 
Sun exhales. 162a T. Scorr Belg. Pismire 53 The Sunne 
exhales vapours from the Sea. 2626 Bacon Sylva § 413 
The November Rose is the sweetest, having been less ex- 
haled by the bun. 1641 F rench Distill, iii. (1651; 65 These 
Salts must, .be calcined, which is done by exhaling their 
flegme. 2707 Curios, in Husb, 4- Card. 235 A prodigious 
Quantity of clear Water must be exhal’d, to get an Ounce 
of dry Sediments. 2825 Scorr Talism. i, Bitumen and 
sulphur, which the burning sun exhaled from the waters of 
the lake. 1836 Emerson Nature, Prospects Wks. (Bohn) 
II. 273 The. .filths of nature, the sun shall dry up, and the 
wind exhale. 

b. transf. and fig. 

1588 Shaks. L. L. L. iv. iii. 70 Thou, faire Sun, which 
on'imy earth doest shine, Exhalest this vapor-vow.. 1632 J. 
Hayward tr. Biondfs Eromena 205 Teares . . not sufficient 
to exhale and evaporate the heavinesse of her heart. 1725-6 
Pope Odyss. xxn 431 The warm sun exhales their soul away. 

II. To breathe or blow forth from within. 

5 . To breathe out (life, soul, words, a prayer, etc.\ 

1589 Greene Menaphon iArb.)57 Hee exhaled into his 
eyes such deepe impression of his perfection, as that, etc. 
£•1622 Chapman Iliad xviii. 296 Twelue men, of greatest 
strength in Troy, lefq with their Hues exhald. . a 16x9 
Fotherby Atkeom. 1. xiii. § 3 >1622) 240 In these miserable 
torments, they both, .exhaled their execrable sou les. a 1638 
Mede Chr. Sacrif v. Wks. U. ( 1672) 362 An Oration exhaled 
..from sanctified Souls. 18x6 J. Wilson City of Plague 

i. 355 And silent words Of mercy breathed from heaven will 
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be exhaled, .into thy wither'd heart. 1885 Clodd Myths 
«$• Dr. ir. ix. 203 The Romans, conceived the soul .. as ex- 
haled with the dying breath. 

8 . To blow off (as steam) ; chiefly fig. to get 
rid of (enthusiasm, wrath, etc.) as if by blowing. 
Also, To exhale oneself. Cf. Blow v. 10 . 

*745 Fortunate Orphan 237, 1 exhaled my Grief in the 
bitterest Exclamations. 1802 Mar. Edgeworth Moral T. 
(18161 I. xi. 92 A, . . suffered him to exhale his passion in. . 
baths. 1831 T. L. Peacock Crotchet Castle vm. 104 To nar- 
rate his misadventures, and exhale his budget of grievances. 
1845 Darwin in Life § Lett, (18871 1 * p4 I > I have exhaled 
myself with a paragraph or two in my journal on the sin of 
Brazilian slavery. 3860 Piesse Lab. Chem. Wonders 9 
Sulphur is exhaled from the volcanoes at the time of their 
activity, i860 W. Collins Worn. White it. narr. vui. 245, 
I. .exhale the rest of my enthusiasm in the open air. 3:867 
Month 512 , 1 could not exhale my wrath before his grace. 

7. intr. To make an expiration ; opposed to 

Inhale. 

1863 Tyndall Heat Hi. 54 When we exhale, we pour out 
from the lungs carbonic acid. 

Hence Exhaled///, a. (in senses 1 and 4 ). 

1593 Shaks. Liter. 779 Let their exhaled unwholesome 
breaths make sick The life of purity. 1596 — 1 Hen. /V, v. 
i. 19 Will you. .be no more an exhall’d Meteor. 1635 Swan 
Spec. M.v. § 2 (1643) 1 So That which we call a fired whirl- 
wind, being an exhaled blast set on fire, 

t Exhale, vS Ohs. Also 6 exhall. [f. Ex- 
prefi-k Hale v.] To drag out or draw forth. 

1, trans. To drag (a person) away ; to draw (a 
thing) out of. Also absol. to draw (a sword) 
from the scabbard. 

1599 Shaks. Hen. V, n. i 66 O Braggard vile. .The Grace 
doth gape, and doting death is neere, Therefore exhale. 
1601 B. Jonson Poetaster nr. i. Wks, (Rtldg.) 116/1 Nay, 

I beseech you, gentlemen, do not exhale me thus. 1607 
Tor sell Four-/. Beasts (1673) 400 A mouse being dead . . and 
put unto a wound . . will presently, .exhale ana draw them 
[the head of a dart, etc.] out of the same. 1615 T. Adams 
S/ir. Navigators 34 Couetous wretches, that would dig to 
the Center to exhale riches, 

b. To cause (blood, tears) to flow. Const. 
from. (Prob. influenced by Exhale v . 4 .) 

3594 Shaks. Rick. Ill, 1. ii. 58 ’TIs thy presence that 
exhales this blood From cold and empty Veines. x6xx Speed 
Hist. Gt. Brit. ix. ix. (1632) 633 These words exhaled ioy- 
full teares from many of the hearers. 16x3 W. Browne Brit. 
Fast. 1. v, That did from FIda’s eyes salt teares exhale. 

2. To draw up; raise (a person) to a higher 
position, rare. Cf. Exalt v. 2. 

1595 Markham Sir R. Crinvile B vij b, Thou . . Whom 
men adore, and all the gods exhall [rime call] Into the 
books of endlesse memorie. 1604 Drayton Owle 689 They 
whose Minds should be exhal’d and hie. 1647 Ward Simp. 
Cobler 48 When Kings rise higher than they should, they 
exhale Subjects higher than they would. 

Exhalemeni (egz-, ekshFHment). [f. Ex- 
hale vf+ -ment.] = Exhalation. 

1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. 11. v. 86 Nor will polished 
amber although it send forth a grosse and corporall exhale- 
ment be found a long time defective upon the exactest 
scales. x8i6 Moore Go, let me Weep i. While tears, that 
from repentance flow, In bright exhalement reach the skies. 
*839 G. Darley Introd, Beaum. 4 FI. Wks. 1 , 26 Our present 
poet.. speaks.. to no end save exhalement of superfluous 
animal spirits. 

t Exhalence- Obs.~° [f. as prec. + -ence.] 

* The action of exhaling, or matter exhaled \ 

1850 in Ogilvie. 

Exhalible : see Exhalable. 

Exhaling’ (egz-, eksh^-liq), vbl. sb. [f. Ex- 
hale v. l + -ingU] The action of the vb. Exhale ; 
an instance of this. 

x 6 x 6 Sylvester Tobacco Battered Wks, (1621) 3146 Those 
that. . Offend the Nose, with filthy Fumes exhaling*?. X626 
Bacon Sylva% 333 The fifth [means to induce Putrefaction] 
is.. by the Exhaling , . of the Principal Spirits. 

Exhaling,///, a. [f. as prec. + -ING 2 .] That 
exhales ; in senses of the verb. lit. and fig. 
t 1660 Boyle Nezv Exp. Phys. Meek. xxii. 178 The exhal- 
ing and imprison’d steams. 1765 Hamilton in Phil. Traits. 
LV. 154 Evaporation is vastly promoted by a current of 
fresh air passing over the exhaling surface. 1767 Gooch 
Treat. Wounds I. 289 Moisture, by the exhaling vessels, 
may be conveyed to the extravasated fluids. x8xx Pinker- 
ton Petral. II. 357 Exhaling fumes prevented him from 
approaching the upper crater. x8go Spectator 1 5 Mar., An 
ever-dwindling and exhaling experience of the conscience. 

Exhall, obs. var. Exhale v. 

Exhaltation, obs. form of Exaltation. 

tExha'nce, v. Obs. Also 5-7 -ha(u)nse, 6 
exhannee. [alteration of Enhance, after words 
beginning with Ex-.] = Enhance 2 b, 4 , 5 . 

a 1450 Knt. de la Tour lxix. I1868) 01 The iugementis of 
God are merueilous, for. .he exhaunsitlie the meke, that be- 
sechithe his grace and mercy, c 1590 Secret Mem. Earl 
Leicester 73 He that may. .return the same [lands] 1 ,, 
into Her Majesties Hands by a fresh Exchange, Rent for 
Rent, for other Lands never exhaunced before. 1656 San- 
derson Serm. (1689} 427 Exhaunsing of Fees, trucking for 
Expedition, racking of Rents. 1667 Waterhouse Fire 
Lond. 104 The. .pretended Labourers . . exhansed the rates 
of their own portadge. 

f Exhatrriate, v. Obs. rare — h [irreg. f. 
L. exhaurt-re (f. ex- out + haurire to draw) + 
-ate 3 .] trans. To draw out or forth (a humour). 

3683 Salmon Doron Med. 11. 423 Powerfully exhauriates 
Serous Humors. 

t Exhau'se, v.. Obs. rare. [ad. F. exhatis-ser 


EXHAUSTED. 


(mod.F. in this sense exaticers , earlier essaucier, 
essalcier popular L. *exaltiare , f. as exaltare 1 
see Exalt v. f 6 .] trans. To hearken to, hear 
(a prayer, etc,). 

1599 A. Hume Hymns fBannntyne Club) 7 Exbause my 
prayer and thy praise. Ibid. 29, 1 . . to the Lord did . . call, 
Quhilk ever did exhause my voice & healed me with speede. 

Exhaust (egzp-st', sb. [f. Exhaust v.] The 
process or means of exhausting, 

1. a. Steam-engine. The exit of steam from the 
cylinder after having done its work in propelling 
the piston; the passage through which this takes 
place ; = Eduction 5 . (Also in similar sense with 
reference to water-power and gas engines.) 

Etymologically, this is appropriate only to the case of a 
low-pressure engine, in which the steam is literally ‘ ex- 
hausted ’ from the cylinder by opening communication with 
the condenser ; but when high-pressure engines were intro- 
duced, the word continued to be used as a synonym of 
Eduction, which it has almost superseded. 

1848 Pract. Meek. Jml. I. 44, I have before seen double 
valves with the duplex steam passages, but in all of them, 
the exhaust was single. 1865 Burgh Slide Valve 71 In 
some instances an increase is deemed necessary to allow a 
more free exhaust. 1873 Martin Winding Mach. 76 Back- 
pressure in the exhaust, owing to the large masses of steam 
which are suddenly let out through contracted .. passages. 
1887 J. A. Ewing in Encycl, Brit. XXII. 487 If during the 
hack stroke the process of exhaust is discontinued before the 
end. 1889 Blaclav. Mag. Sept. 322 The rapid pulse-like 
beats of the exhaust [in a locomotive]. 1890 Engineer 30 
May 441 No choking of the exhaust can prevent an increase 
of speed. 

b. The process of exhausting (a vessel) of air ; 
the degree to which exhaustion is carried. 

1880 De La Rue in Nature XX. 33 The greatest exhaust 
that we have produced, 0*000055 millim. Ibid. As the 
exhaust is carried further it becomes a pale milky white. 

2. a. The production of an outward current of 
air by creating a partial vacuum, b. Any appa- 
ratus for effecting this. Cf. exhaust-fan. 

1852 Pract . Meek, frill. V. 54 A free and copious exhaust 
is secured on both sides of the cylinder [fan]. 1884 Bath 
Herald 27 Dec. 6/4 An exhaust [in a flour mill] carries 
away the lightest particles. 1887 Pall Mall G. xi Oct. 
11/1 There are two great exhausts to draw off smoke and 
heat from the stage. 1889 Daily News 2 Jan. 2/4 A steam 
exhaust, which produces an artificial air current. 

3. attrib. and Comb., chiefly in sense 1 a, as 
exhaust-passage -pipe, -valve; also exhaust fan 
( = earlier exhausting fan), a fan for producing a 
current by creating a vacuum ; exhaust injector, 
an injector for feeding a steam-boiler with water, 
worked by exhaust steam; exhaust-port, the 
opening in the slide-valve of a steam-engine for 
the escape of exhaust-steam ( = exhaust-passage ) ; 
exhaust-steam, the waste steam discharged from 
the cylinder of a steam-engine. 

1874 Knight Diet. Meek. I. 815/2 * Exhaust-fan. 1882 
Birmingham Whig. Post 24 June 3/7 An. exhaust fan for 
drying hay and corn in the stack. 1890 Engineer LXX. 
473 We have for years made *exhaust injectors that, .utilise 
waste steam. 1848 Specif. Parley's Patent No. 12,238. 2 
^Exhaust-passage. 1854 Pract. Mech. Jrnl. VI. 115 As the 
exhaust passage [in a water pressure engine] is open to the 
pipe, the waste water passes off through this pipe. 1848 
Ibid. I. 44 The central ^exhaust port of the slide valve. 
1848 Pract. Mech. Jml. I. 80 The ^exhaust steam from the 
cylinders. 1890 Engineer 7 Nov. 386 {title of paper) Treat- 
ment and XJ tilisation of exhaust steam . 1848 Specif. Var ley's 
Patent No. 12,238. 2 The two ^exhaust valves, 
t Exhau’St, pa. pple. and ppl. a. Obs . Also 
7 exhauste, erron. exhaused. [ad. L. exhaust-us , 
pa. pple. of exhaurire : see next.] 

A. pa. pple. (in various senses of the vb-V 

1523 Wolsey in Fiddes Life 11. 1x4 The enemy exhaust of 
money. 1540-1 Elyot Image Gov. (1549) 123 Charges 
enforced, haue exhaust. . the more parte ofyoursubstaunce. 
1627 May Lucan vni, They . . when their quivers are ex- 
haust, must flee. 1649 Lcmc. Tracts (Chetham Soc.) 278 
Most men’s estates being . . now almost quite exhauste by 
the present scarsity. 1654 R. Codrington tr. Justin's Hist . 
121 The Kingdom exhaused of souldiers did much distract 
him. 1708 Philips Cider 1. 124 When the alien compost is 
exhaust, Its Native Poverty again prevails. 

B. ///. a. = Exhausted ppl. a. in various senses. 

1621 Burton A nat. Mel. 1. ii. 1. vi, (1676) 39/1 Intemperate, 
dissolute, exhaust through riot, 1624 F. White Kept. Fisher 
555 Contemning the merits of Christ, accounting the same 
drie and exhaust. 1627 tr. Bacon’s Life $ Death ■ 1651) 28 
The eager flames, do dry Bodies and render themexhaust and 
saplesse. 1647 H. More Song of Soul hi. 11. xiiii, His brain 
In time would be exhaust and void of wit. 1708 J. Philips 
Cyder 11. 55 Reject the apple-cheese tho quite exhaust. 

Exhaust (egz§‘st), v. [f. L. exhaust - ppl. stem 
of exhatirire ; see Exhaubiate.] 

1. trans. To draw off or out (now only, air) ; lit. 
an d fig. 

1540 Act 32 Hen. VI If c. 24 Innumerable summes of monei, 
crafteli exhausted out of this realme. 1607 Shaks. Timon iv. 
iii. 1 19 The Babe, Whose dimpled smiles from Fooles ex- 
haust their mercy. 1632 Massinger & Field Fatal Dowry 
11. i,Your thankless Cruelty, and Savage Manners . .Exhaust 
these Floods [of tears]. 1665 G. Harvey Advice agst. 
Plague 23 Exhaust a convenient proportion of bloud. 1705 
Derham in Lett. Lit. Men (Camden) 319 Those . . with 
double Barrells .. exhaust the air with greater ease and 
quickness. 2728 Earbery tr. Burnet's St. Dead I. 157 
These things we have exhausted from the sacred Scriptures. 
2839 G. Bird Nat. Phil. 10 1 Exhaust the air from beneath 


the bladder. 1858 O. W. Holmes Ant. Break/. T. xil 
Putting an animal under the bell of an air-pump and ex- 
hausting the air from it. 

f b. To take a draught of ; to drink or suck 
up. Cf. L. exhaurire vinum. Obs. 

1599 Hakluyt Voy. II. u. 331 The Dragon thrusteth his 
head into his [the Elephant’s] tronke and exhausted his 
breath. 1626 Bacon Sylva § 360 Some that have kept 
Chamelions. .might observe their Bellies to swell after they 
had exhaustedthe air. 1679 Jane Fast. Serm. 8 Salman- 
asser. .like an insatiable gulph devoured and exhausted all, 

2. To use up completely (either a material or 
immaterial thing) ; to expend the whole of ; to 
consume entirely. 

1533 Elyot Cast. Hetthe n. vii. (1541) 18 b,The fyre hathe 
not exhausted the moysture of them, a 1704 Locke (J.\ 
Though the knowledge they have left us be worth our study) 
yet they exhausted not all its treasures. 1709 Pope Ess. 
Crit . 555 Here point your thunder, and exhaust your ragel 
1751 Johnson Rambler No. 87 ^14 A student may easily 
exhaust his life in comparing divines and moralists . 1786 
Burke W. Hastings Wks. 1842 II. 125 Whatever relief was 
given . . the same was soon exhausted. 1853 H. Rogers Eel. 
Faith 223 How do they almost exhaust the resources of 
language to express their sentiments. 

t b. in weaker sense : To expend, spend. Obs. 
z6i6 Bullokar, Exhaust to consume, spend, or waste. 
1659 Hammond On Ps. xvii. 14 Paraphr. 87 To leave abun- 
dantly to their children, .having no care of charity or mercy 
to others, on which to exhaust anything, 

C. To account for or utilize the whole number 
or quantity of (anything). 

1748 Hartley Obsem\ Man 11. i. 23 In the same manner 
as Mathematical Quantities are exhausted by the Terms of 
an infinite Series. 1816 Bentham Chrestom. 241 The parts 
. .exhaust the contents of the whole. 1846 Mill Logic in. 
xxv. § 6 There have taken place a sufficient number of draw- 
ings to exhaust all the possible combinations. 1874 Morley 
Compromise (1886) 227 Good ideas are not all exhausted by 
the ancient forms. 

3. To empty by drawing the contents off or out ; 
to drain ; to empty <?/ (specified contents). 

1614 Earl Stirling Dooms-day 3rd Hour Ixxvi, The lltle 
Brookes exhausted in their Springs. 2660 Boyle New Exp. 
Phys. Meek. Proem 19 We never were able totally to exhaust 
the Receiver. 1697 Dryden Virg. Georg, in. 484 The. . 
Udders never fail ; But when they seem exhausted, swell the 
Pail. 1784 Specif. Watt’s Patent No. 1432 Which vessel 
[a condenser] by cooling and condensing part of the steam 
does partly exhaust the steam vessel [i.e. the cylinder]. 
1807 T. Thomson Chem. (ed. 3) II. 138 Having ..closed 
my nostrils and exhausted my lungs, i860 Tyndall Glac. 
11. iii. 245 A tube which could be exhausted of air. 1871 — 
Pragm. Sc. ted. 6} I. ii. 38 Let us suppose the glass tube., 
to be exhausted^ by an air-pump. 

b. refi. Of a river : To empty itself, rave. 

1833 Lytton Eng. Sf English m. i, The waters of Terek 
exhaust themselves in the Caspian Sea. 

c. intr. Of steam : To escape from the cylinder 
after doing its work ; cf. Exhaust sb. 1 a. 

1851 Pract. Meek. Jml. IV. 146 The steam exhausts 
through the centre opening. 1865 Burgh Slide Valve 52 
Before the steam can exhaust, the valve must open the same 
port. 

4. To draw out all that is essential or interesting 
in (an object of investigation or exposition) ; to 
treat or study (a subject) so as to leave nothing 
further to be explained or discovered. 

1704 Addison Italy Pref., There are still several of these 
topics that are far from being exhausted. 1751 Johnson 
Rambler No. 150 l» 6 He who., soon exhausts any single 
subject, is always eager for new enquiries. 1845 M. Patti- 
son Ess. (1889) 1 . 2 Hooke was considered to have exhausted 
the history of the Roman Republic, i860 Trench Serm. 
Westm. Ab. ix. 92 It is not easy to exhaust them (words of 
Scripture] so to draw out all their meaning. 1875 Hamkr- 
ton Intell. Li/e ix. i. 301 We do not easily exhaust the mind 
of another, 

5. To drain (a person, kingdom, etc.) of strength 
or resources, or i v a soil) of nutritive ingredients ; 
hence, to weary out, enfeeble extremely. 

1631 Gouge God's Arrows in, xcv. 364 The Kingdome was 
much exhausted of men and mony. £1676 Wiseman 
Surgery (J.), Spermatick matter of a vitious sort , .exhausts 
it [the blood] of its best spirits, 1707 Addison Pres. St. 
War Wks. 174 6 III. 253 The French monarchy is already 
exhausted of its best and bravest subjects. 17x1 Earl 
Oxford in Ellis Grig. Lett. 11.-409 IV. 266 This the Queen 
has done, .notwithstanding the great need we have of peace, 
and that the nation is exhausted, a 1714 J. Sharp Serm. 
(1754) III. iii. 44 There is no man that thinks warmly., 
upon a thing, but mightily exhausts his spirits. 1787 W inter 
Syst. Husb. 31 Lime, .exhausts the earth by absorbing its 
oily particles. 1798 Feiiriar Eng. Hist or. in Illustr. 
Sterne 233 Great exertions seem to exhaust the moral, as 
well as the physical world, i860 Tyndall Glac. 1. xi. 79 
The thought of being absolutely exhausted had / never 
occurred to me. 1862 Merivale Rom. Bmp. V. xlii. 163 
The inhospitable wilderness was exhausted of its scanty 
resources, 1887 Stubbs Med. $ Mod . Hist. 230 The Thirty 
Years’ War exhausted Germany. 

H Incorrectly used for Exhance. 

162a F. Markham Bk. War 11. iii. 50 The priuiledge 
whereof doth, .exhaust and raise up his entertainment. 

Exhausted (egzp sted), ppl. a. [f. Exhaust 
v. + -ed 1.] In senses of vb. 

1. Consumed, used up, expended. 

1656-81 B lount Gloss ogr,. Exhausted, d ra wn out, emptyed, 
consumed. 1701 Rowe A mb. Step-mofh. m. i, Fresh Sup- 
plies renew th’ exhausted Stores.* 

2. Emptied of contents ; chiefly said of a vessel 
or receiver : Emptied of air. 

1667 Boyle in Phil. Trims. II. 583 In one exhausted 
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Receiver; I had observed [eta], c 1790 ImisOn Sch, Art I. 
6 ) To prevent any air from getting into the exhausted glass. 
x8oi Southey Thalaba 1. xxi, Exhausted mines Supplied 
their golden store. 1869 Mrs. Somerville Molec. Sc. 1. 1. 
ii. 39 The whole amount of radiant heat that passed thro' 
the exhausted tube. 

3. Of air, soil, etc. : Deprived of essential pro- 
perties ; effete, 4 spent worn out. Also, deprived 
of resources, completely impoverished. 

1664 Evelyn Kal. Hort. (1729) 230 The Funnel . . which 
carries up. .the. .exhausted Air of the Green-house. 1719 
London & Wise Cornel. Card. Advt. 9 Take out all the old, 
worn out, or exhausted Earth. 1781 Gibbon Decl. 4* F. III. 
177 The revenue of exhausted provinces. 1833 Hr. Mar- 
tineau Ireland i. 14 He had grown potatoes : but the soil 
became exhausted. 1858 Greener Gunnery 17 We still 
fruitlessly fall back on exhausted principles. 

4 . Of persons or living things : Having one’s 
strength, energy, etc. used up ; tired out. 

1667 Milton P. L. vl 852 Fire.. that.. of thir wonted 
vigour left them draind, Exhausted. 1796 Burney Met as- 
tasio II. 296 A tired and exhausted individual, loaded with 
years. x8.. ParL Deb., Lord Holland did not mean to 
discuss the subject at any length in the present exhausted 
state of the House. 1846 Peel Sp.^B June in McCarthy 
OwnTimes (1879) 1 * 412 When [working men] shall recreate 
their exhausted strength with abundant and untaxed food. 
1881 Lady Herbert Edith 1 The exhausted cart and cab 
horses staggered under their loads. 

Hence Exhatrstedly adv., in an exhausted man- 
ner. Exhairstedness, exhausted state or condi- 
tion, worn out condition. 

1835 New Monthly Mag. XLIII. 161 The poor beasts., 
toiled exhaustedly on. 1883 Cable Dr. Sevier vi, Her. . 
skirt dropping between her knees, and her hands pressed 
on them exhaustedly. 1840 Fraser's Mag. XXI. 713 The 
disquietude of utter prostration and exhaustedness produced 
by the application of violent remedies. 

Exhauster (egzqstai). [f. as prec. + -erL] 
One who, or that which, exhausts. 

1743 J. Ellis Kncnvl. Div. Things iv. 346 Now which of 
the Ancients was this Exhauster of Nature. 1793 A. Young 
Trav. France 389 Would it be no advantage to strike out 
one of these exhausters [wheat, rye, barley, and oats], and 
substitute an improver. 1853 Johnston in Jrnl. R. Agrfc. 
Soc. XI V. 1. 10 The wind.. is probably a still more rapid 
and widely-acting exhauster of these forest lands. 1884 
Health Exhibit. Catal. 60/1 Apparatus for manufacturing 
..concentrated manure, comprising Concentrator, Con- 
denser, Exhauster, and Agitator. 

b. In gas-making : (see quot. 1859.) 

3841 Specif. Grafton's Patent No. 9062. 3 The gas from 
thisend of the retort is thereafter drawn through the pipe 
It directly into the exhauster. 1859 Clegg Coal Gas 186 
Various kinds of machines have been contrived for pumping 
the gas in a continuous flow out of the retorts—for that is in 
fact the principle of the action of exhausters. 1889 Jrnl. 
Gas Lighting 19 Nov. 964 The engine and exhauster are 
connected by a. .flexible coupling. 

Exbaustibrlity (egz^stibrliti). [f. next: 
see -ity.] The quality of being exhaustible ; 
capability of being exhausted. 

1836 Eraser's Mag. XIII. 349 His extractive power was 
such, that it never admitted the exhaustibility of a subject. 
1873 W. S. Symonds Rec. Rocks x.367 The question of the 
exhaustibility of our coal-fields is highly complicated. 1884 
Syd. Soc. Lex., Exhaustibility, Benedict’s term for the con- 
dition where the electro-muscular contractility diminishes 
greatly after a short application. 1889 Courtney Mill i. 
25 The possible exhaustibility of musical combinations. 

Exhaustible (egzq*stib’l), a. [f. Exhaust v. 
-f -ible.] That admits of being exhausted. 

1667 Boyle in Phil. Trans. II. 587 A very small Receiver, 
exhaustible at a Suck or two. 1779-81J0HNSON L.P., Collins, 
His uncle.. left him about two thousand pounds ; a sum 
which Collins could scarcely think exhaustible. 1848 Mill 
Pol Econ. I. 35 Coal, .and other useful substances., are not 
only strictly local, but exhaustible. 

Exhausting (egzg-stiq), vbl. sb. [f. as prec. 
+ -ING L] The action of the vb. Exhaust in its 
various senses ; an instance of this. Also attrib . 

1539 Tonstall Serm. Palm. Sund, (1823) 66 Sticke out of 
this realme. .innumerable sommes of money yerelye, to the 
great exhausting of the same. 1764 Burn Poor Laws 153 
The populousness of the kingdom still increaseth, notwith- 
standing its great exhaustings by wars, and plagues. 1827 
Farey Steam Engine 448 The steam . . must be evacuated 
from it, through one or other of the two exhausting valves. 
1831 Lardner Pneumat. v. 280 The most simple form of 
instrument for producing the rarefaction of air is that which 
is called the exhausting syringe. 1853 Pract. Mech. Jrnl. 
VL 209 {title of article) Blowing and exhausting fans. 1887 
Daily News XT Nov. 3/6 Exhausting nozzles are used as 
well as injecting ones, so that while fresh air is supplied 
foul air can be removed. 

Exhair sting, ppl a. [f. as prec. + -ing 2 .] 
That exhausts ; chiefly, that exhausts the strength ; 
wearying, tiring, enfeebling. 

18 . . Mason Good System Med. (L. ), A series of exhausting 
paroxysms succeeds, 1847 Emerson Repr. t Men , Plato 
Wks. (Bohn) I. 289 The misfortune .. of coming after this 
exhausting generalizer. 1855 Macaulay Hist. Eng. IV. 
297 A mighty effort, .it was but too exhausting to be re- 
peated. 1858 O. W. Holmes Aut. Breakf-t. i. There are 
men of esprit who are excessively exhausting to some 
people, i860 Tyndall Glac. 1. xi. 71 The exhausting 
journey over the boulders and debris. 

Hence Exhairstingly adv., in an exhausting 
manner, so as to exhaust or tire out. 

x88a Buxton in i$th Cent. Nov. 791 The matter . . was 
exhaustively (some might say exhaustingly> discussed. 

Exhaustion (egzq’stjhn). [as if ad. L. *ex- 
haustidn-em, n. of action f. exhaurtre : see Ex- 


haust v. Cf. F. exhaustion .] The action of 
exhausting; the state of being exhausted. 

1 . The action or process : a. of drawing out or 
forth, esp. air ; b. of emptying of contents ; the 
condition of being emptied. 

1661 Boyle Spring of Air in. xx. ("1682) 80 Upon the ex- 
haustion of the air incumbent on the water [etc.]. 2800 

Vince Hydros rat. via. (1806) 82 You make a more perfect 
exhaustion by the other method. 2881 Spottlswoqde in 
Nature No. 623. 550 In the next tube the exhaustion has 
been carried further. 

c. spec. ( Steam-Engine ) The discharge of waste 
steam from the cylinder; cf. Exhaust sb. 1 a. 
Also attrib. 

vfiz Specif. Watt's Patent No. 1321. 5 The regulating 
valve is then to be shot and the exhaustion regulating valve 
is opened. 1834 R. Stuart Hist. Steam Engine 107 The 
exhaustion-cock was shut, the steam was readmitted into the 
cylinder, and the operation was repeated. 1848 E. Alban 
Steam Enginery The exhaustion openings are usually made 
muchyoo small. 1849 Specif. Unwin' s Patent No. 12,410. 2 
This improved method of clearance or exhaustion is applied 
to an engine suitable for locomotive purposes. 

2 . The action or process of consuming or using 
up completely. 

1831 Knox Cloquet's Anat. p. v, The rapid sale and 
exhaustion of that work. 1881 Sir W. Thomson in Nature 
No. 619, 449 This exhaustion [of heat] would not be complete 
until the absolute zero of temperature was reached. 

8. The state of being exhausted of strength, 
energy, etc. : extreme loss of strength. 

1646 SirT. Browne Pseud. Ep. m. xxi. 163 There ensueth 
no destructive exhaustion. 1651 Reliq. Wait on. (1672) 334 
Great exhaustions cannot be cured with sudden remedies. 
1793 Beddoes Calcul., etc. 175 In the state of temporary 
exhaustion the fibre loses its tone. 1854 H. Miller Sch. 4* 
Schm. (1858)253 Lacking in their utter exhaustion strength 
for fighting and breath for scolding. 1877 Erichsen Snrg. 
I. 11 Exhaustion .. is an occasional cause of death after 
severe operations. 

b. The draining (anything) of valuable proper- 
ties ; the condition of being so drained. 

1813 Sir H. Davy Agric. Client, viii. 11814) 359 When 
cattle are fed upon land not benefited by their manure, the 
effect is always an exhaustion of the soil. 

c. Chem. (See quots.) 

1874 W. Crookes Dyeing 4- Calico-print. 32 The precipi- 
tate from the alkaline extract of cotton, after exhaustion 
with boiling alcohol, was, without being previously dried, 
dissolved in dilute caustic soda-lye. 1884 Syd. Soc. Lex., 
Exhaustion, In Pharmacy, the term is applied to any pro- 
cess, such as percolation, whereby the active constituents 
of a drug are removed in solution, leaving it exhausted. 

4 . Exhaustive enumeration or treatment ; cf. Ex- 
haust v. 2 c, 4. 

1868 Gladstone Juv. Mundiiii. (1869' 96 The.. lists are 
presented, by way, not of exhaustion, but of example. 

5 . a. gen. The process of establishing the correct- 
ness of a hypothesis by 4 exhausting ’ all the other 
conceivable hypotheses relating to the question; 
the process of arriving at a conclusion by the suc- 
cessive elimination of unsuitable alternatives. 

fig. 1877 Owen in Wellesley's Disp. p. xxxvi, By a process 
of exhaustion, the specific gravity of the inefficient would 
gradually deposit them below their betters. 

b. Math. Method of exhaustions : (See quot. 

1730-6.] 

1685 J. Wallis Treat. Algebra lxxiii.280 It will be neces- 
sary to premise somewhat concerning (what is wont to be 
called) the Method of Exhaustions. 1730-6 Bailey (folio). 
Exhaustions (in Mathematics) a way of proving the equality 
of t wo magnitudes by a reductio ad absurdum ; shewing 
that if one be supposed either greater or less than the 
other, there will arise a contradiction. i88x Routledge 
Science ii. 37 The method of exhaustions, .is only an appli- 
cation of the general principle of limits. . 1884 Merz 
Leibniz iii. 49 The method of exhaustions, .in which the 
area of a surface enclosed by a curve is found by inscribing 
polygons of an increasing number of sides. 

Exhaustive (egzpstiv), a. [f. L. exhaust - 
ppl. stem of exhaurlre (see Exhaust v.) + -ive.] 

1 . Tending to exhaust or drain of strength, re- 
sources, etc. 

1818 Jas. Mill Brit. India II. iv. viii. 278 The fierce and 
exhaustive contentions which the rival strangers in Carnatic 
were waging against one another. 1868 J. H. Blunt Ref. 
Ch. Eng. I. 98 In what imminent peril the revenues, .were 
from the exhaustive squandering . . of_ the Court. 1874 
Motley Bameveld II. xii, 70 The parasites who fed on the 
Queen Regent were exhaustive of the French exchequer. 

2 . Characterized by exhausting a subject, etc,; 
leaving no part unexamined or unconsidered ; 
complete, comprehensive. 

1786-9 Bentham Whs. (1843) II. 540 Proceeding., upon 
the exhaustive plan. 1798 w. Taylor in Monthly Rev. 
XXV. 585 His transcendental deduction of the categories 
of criticism [is] neither discretive nor exhaustive. 18x3 Edin. 
Rev. XXIL 23 His method of handling the subject .. has 
been termed exhaustive. 1853 Trench Proverbs 125 The 
things of friends are in common. Where does this find its 
exhaustive fulfilment, but in the Communion of Saints 1 1878 
Gladstone Prim. Homer 127 , 1 shall attempt in this limited 
work no exhaustive survey. 

b. (Cf. Exhaustion 5 a.) 

1879 Farrar St. Paul I. 405 note , By the exhaustive 
method, therefore, we see that the visit dwelt on in Gal. iL 
must have been the third. 

Exhaustively (egz§*stivli), adv. [f. prec. + 
-ly 2 .] In an exhaustive manner ; so as to treat 
of every point ; fully. 


2816 Bentham Chrestom. 319 A system of logical division 
in the exhaustively bifurcate mode. 1862 F. Hall Hindu 
Philos, Syst. 175 ft is neither my desire, nor is it my inten- 
tion to treat the subject exhaustively. 

Bxhairstiveness (egz§*stivnes). [f. as prec. 
4- -ness.] The quality of being exhaustive. 
x8x6 Bentham Chrestom. 280 The idea of exhaustiveness 
as applied to logical division. 1872 Minto Eng. Lit. n. v. 
386 The exhaustiveness and subtlety of the thought. 1885 
Farrar in Liter. Mag. Dec, 500 The exhaustiveness of the 
curriculum of jour University. 

BxhaustleSS (egzg sties), a. poet, and rheto- 
rical. [f. Exhaust v. + -less.] Incapable of 
being exhausted ; inexhaustible. 

1712 Blackmore Creation hi, When we . . Nature's . . ex- 
haust less energy respect. 1746 Hervey Flower Garden 
M edit. (1818) I. 135 The fields are our exhaustless granary. 
1843 Stocqueler Handbk. Brit. India 11854) 396 An ex- 
haustless supply, of clear water. 1863 Mrs. C. Clarke 
Shales. Char. xvi. 403 Delicate lights thrown into his cha- 
racters that render them exhaustless as studies. 

Hence Exhairstlessly adv., in an exhaustless 
manner, so as to be inexhaustible. Exhairst- 
lessness, the quality of being inexhaustible. 

1766 G. Canning Anti-Lucretius 111.187 Exhaustlessly 
prolifick, shall they ne'er In shapes by Fancy unconceiv'd 
appear? 1886 W. M. Conway Flemish Artists 20 The 
exhaustlessness of the miniaturist’s fancy, 
t Exhan'stmexit. Obs. rare. [f. Exhaust v. 
+ -ment.] The action or means of exhausting; 
the state of being exhausted; an instance of the 
same, a 4 drain 5 ’ of money. 

1621 Bp. G. Williams in Cabala (1654V 55 This Bishoprick 
being, .meanly endowed in regard of the continual charge, 
and exhaustments of the place. 1648 Petit. Eastern Assoc. 
22 We can see no possible end of our exhaustments. 

f ExhaTVsture. Obs. [f. as prec. + -uee.] 
The action of exhausting ; the state of being ex- 
hausted ; also, an instance of this. 

i6xx Speed Hist. Gt. Brit. ix. xx, (1632) 970 Yet was he 
the feebler.. by reason of so fresh exhaustures. 1687 N. 
Johnston A ss it r. Abbey Lands 54 Alledging the exhaus-, 
ture of the Exchequer by the late War. 1778 Hist. Enr. In 
Ann. Reg. 105/2 So great an^ exhausture of blood and 
treasure. Ibid., The state of debility and exhausture brought 
on by our civil contest. 1786 Ibid. 174/1 Religious preju- 
dices are. .wearing away in France, and. .it will not require 
a very long succession of years for their entire exhausture. 

Exhedra, var. of Exedra. 

+ Exbe rb, v. Obs.—° [ad. L. exherb- are, 1 
ex- (see Ex- preff) + herha grass.] 4 To take herbs 
from any place’ (Cockeram 1623-6). 
Exheredate (eksjhe-r/d^t), v. Now rare. 
Also 7 exheredate, 9 Sc. -heridate. [f. L. exhe- 
redat- ppl. stem of exheredare to disinherit, f. ex- 
(see Ex- preff) + kered-em heir.] 
trans. To disinherit. Also fig. 

In recent use only in Sc. writers (misspelt). It was never 
a term of Common Law. 

1552 Huloet, Exheredate, abominor. [Cf. Augustine in 
Ps. v, Solent enim abominati did exheredati.] 1623-6 
Cockeram, Exheredate , to disherite. 2660 Waterhouse 
Arms 4- Arm. 207 Other virtues of equal merit, must not 
be exheeredated, or become spurious, to advance its legiti- 
mation. 1721-1800 in Bailey. 1820 Scott Abbot xxxvi, 
‘ Madam,' replied the youth, ‘ though exheridated and dis- 
owned, I am yet a Douglas’. 1834 M. Napier Mem. 
Napier of Merckistoun i 32 The anxiety of Duke Arnold 
was to exheridate his only son. 

Hence Exhe*redated ppl. a. 

1828-40 Tytler Hist. Scot. (1864) II, 192 Henry [VI.] the 
exheridated monarch. 

Exheredation (eksjherid^ jbn). Also 7 ©x- 
hseredation. [ad. L. exheredatidn-em , n. of action 
f. exheredare to Exheredate.] The action of 
exheredating or disinheriting; disinheritance; an 
instance of this. 

1515 in W. H. Turner Select. Rec. Oxford vz^ Y d same 
ground [they] have . . inclosed to their owne use in exhere- 
dation and gret pfiudice. .unto y° Mayr. 1609 Skene Reg. 
Maj. 41 The trespas of the sonne or of the heire, sail not 
be ane cause of exheredation of the father. 1651: W. G. tr. 
CowePs Inst. 47 For the many Exheredations that hapned : 
Their Guardianshipp was conferred .. upon the King, 1751 
Chambers Cycl. s. v., By the ancient Roman law, the father 
might pronounce exheredation without any cause. 1875 
Stubbs Const. Hist. II. xiv. 95 A general sentence of for- 
feiture or ‘ exheredation ' was issued, 
f Exheredita*tion. Obs. rare. — prec. 

1583 Stocker Civ. Warres Lowe C. 11. 6 a, All Grauntes, 
Exhereditations, and other disposed goodes. 
t Exhrbe, v. Obs. rare— 1 . In 5 exliybe. [a. F. 
exhibe-r, ad. L. exhibere to ExHlBlT.] trans. To 
exhibit, produce. 

..1491 Caxton Vitas Pair. (W. de W. 1495) n. 245 a/2 Yf 
he hadde not conne exhybe and shewe the same ayen . . he 
sholde haue lost his hede. 

+ E'xMbent. Obs. rare— 1 , [ad. L. exhibent- 
etrt, pr. pple. of exhibere : see Exhibit.] One 
who administers (a rite). Cf. Exhibit v. i. 

1658 J. Robinson Eudoxa iii. 25 Baptism received un- 
worthily, that is, either on the exhibents or receivers part. 

1 3 SxM*bit, pple. Obs. Forms: 6 exhibet, 
-yte, exhybet, exibite, 6-7 exhibit (e. [ad. L. 
exhibit -us, pa, pple. of exhibere : see Exhibit zl] 
= exhibited , pa. pple. of Exhibit v. 

1526 Pilgr. Perf (W. de W, 1531) 192 b, Worshyp exhl- 
byte and done to the sayntes of God. 1529 Wolsky in 
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Ellis Orig. Lett. i. 104 II. 8 Thys kyndnes exibite from 
the Xyngs Hyghnes shall prolong myjyff. 1534 Whitin- 
ton Tullyes Offices n. (1540) 103 Who is he., that wy 11 not 
prefer in his dyligence exhybet the fan our of a ryche man. 
255a Abp. Hamilton Catech . (1884) 4 We have exhibet to 
you this present Catechisme. 1639 Chas. I Proclam. Scot. 

4 Some whereof were produced and exhibit by our Com- 
missioner. 

Exhibit (egzrbit), sb. [ad. L. exhibit-urn 
pa. pple. neut. of ex Mb ere : see Exhibit z>.] 

1 . Law. a. (see quot. 1672.) b. Any document 
(or, more recently, any material object) produced 
in court and referred to and identified in written 
evidence. 

1626 hnpeachm. Dk. Buckhm. (Camden'' 40 The exhibite 
. . shewed unto him . . is the true . . bill of ladein^e. 1636 
Divine Trag. 43 Suppressing the Gentlemans exhibits and 
defence. 1 66z Act 14 Chas. II, c. 14 All the Processes, Ex- 
bibites, Writings . . and Orders were had, taken, made and 
done in the said Court of Admiralty. 1667 E. Chamberlavne 
St. Gt. Brit. 1. 11. viii. (1743 ' 73 The office of the Register is 
to attend the court, to receive all libels, or bills, allegations 
and exhibits of witnesses. 1672 Cowel Inierpr,, Exhibit , 
Bxhibitum, When a Deed, Acquittance, or other writing is 
in a Chancery-suit exhibited to be proved by Witnesse,and 
the Examiner writes on the back that it was shewed to -such 
a one at the time of his Examination ; this is there called 
an Exhibit. 1776 Trial of Nmidocomar 46/2 Nagree 
paper fixed and marked exhibit M. 1798 St. Papers in 
Ann. Reg. 288 Eight pages of ciphered exhibits. 2888 Chitty 

5 Rep. Pat., etc. Cases 673, I have also an exhibit of goods 
which the Applicants manufacture or sell. 

2 . A detailed and formal statement of particulars 
(as debts, liabilities, etc.) ; orig. one intended for 
production in court ; hence gen. 

2702 Land. Gaz. No. 3778/4 They are desired . . to bring 
or send such their Exhibits of Book Debts, Bonds, etc. 2864 
D. A. Wells Our Burden $ Str. 6 Having thus presented 
an exhibit of our present and prospective national liabilities. 

3 . Eccl. in pi. The documents (letters of orders, 
institution and induction, etc.) which a beneficed 
or licensed clergyman may be required to produce 
at the first visitation after his admission. Hence, 
the fees payable on presenting these documents. 

2629-30 Bp. Bedell in Ussher's Lett. (1686) 422 By Fees, 
he. .seeks to take . .for Exhibits at Visitations. 27 6j Burn 
Eccl. Law. (1824)1 V. 19 None but .the bishop, or [his repre- 
sentative] hath right ae jure communi to require these 
exhibits of the clergy. 1863 Blyth Hist. Notices Fincham 
72 At the Bishop’s primary visitation in 1858 the synodals 
were $s. and the exhibits 13T. 4 d. 

4 . Something exhibited or presented to view. 

+ a. gen. A spectacle, sight. Obs. 

2676 Hale Contempt. 1. 449 In the study of a poor Fly, 
there would be such a confluence of so many wonderful and 
difficult Exhibits in it. 

b. One of the objects composing an ‘exhibition’. 
1862 L eader (Melbourne ) § July, Exhibits for the Geelong 
and Western District Agricultural and Horticultural So- 
ciety’s Show._ 2876 Fam. Herald 2 Dec, 79/2 An exhibit. . 
in the Peruvian section . . attracted an unusual share of 
attention. 1884 Graphic 16 Aug. 166/2 The horses were a 
grand show of 390 exhibits. 

C. The collection of articles sent by any one 
person, firm, country, etc. to an * exhibition \ 

2871 Daily News j Dec., There is not much the matter. . 
with his exhibit [of cattle]. 1881 Harper's Mag. June 50 
The Portuguese exhibit at the last Universal Exposition at 
Paris. 2887 F. E. Chadwick in Scribn. Mag, I. 517/1 The 
only French exhibit was that of the Bureau Veritas. 

6. A showing, producing in evidence, display. 
1654 Gaytom Pleas. Notes in. v. 95 The Play was to be 
presented to some few friends before the publick exhibit. 
2864 Fessenden in Times 24 Dec., The power to compel 
an exhibit of books of account. 1886 B. W. Richardson in 
Pall Mall G. 27 Sept. 6/2 There was no exhibit in these 
workers of any deficiency of muscular perception or skill. 
Exhibit (egzrbit), v. Forms: 5 exhibete, 
6-7 exhibite, (6 exhybet, exibyte), 6- exhibit, 
[f. L. exhibit- ppl. stem of exhibere , f. ex- out-f 
habere to hold.] 

I. To offer, furnish , administer. 

+ 1 . tram. To offer, present (sacrifice, etc.) ; to 
administer (an oath). Obs. 

2490 Caxton Eneydos v.(i8go) 21 His felaushyppe chosen 
by hym for to make and exhibete the sayd sacrefyce. 253a 
More Confut. Barnes vm. Wks. 805/2 We .. exhibite our 
bodies a liuely host. 2589 Puttenham Eng. Poesie 1. xii. 
(Arb.) 44 To him [God] we can not exhibit ouerrauch praise. 
2652 Hobbes Leviatk. 1. xii. 54 The worship which natu- 
rally men exhibite to Powers invisible. 2657 Howell Lon- 
dinop. 37 That the said Commissioners should have power 
to exhibit an Oath. 

t2. To grant, provide, furnish; const to, unto; 
hence, to defray (expense). Obs. 

2548 Hall Chron, 195 b, Frendes . . will not . . remember 
a great gratuitie and benefite in time of necessitie, to 
them shewed and exhibited. 2563-83 Foxe M. II. 
097/1 To D. Royston . . he [Humfrey Mummuth] exhibited 
fortie or fiftie pounds. 2577 Vautroullier Luther on Bp. 
Gal. 17% The blessing promised to Abraham and exhibited 
by Christ. 2577 Hanmer Anc. Eccl. Hist. (1629) 207 
Whose necessary expences and charges Ambrose exhibited. 
2597 Hooker Eccl. Pol. v. lx. (1622) 319 Wee defraude them 
of such outward helps as wee ought to exhibit. 2623 Bing- 
ham Xenophon 32 We will exhibite you a market. 1654 
Triana. in Fuller Cause # Cure (1867'! 162 He kept Feli- 
ciano. .as a gentle almsman, exhibiting diet and some slender 
accommodations unto him. 

+ b. intr. To provide maintenance; to give an 
‘exhibition’; to minister (to a person’s wants). 


Const, to, unto . Obs. Rarely trans . : To give an 
exhibition to (a student). 

2602 F. Godwin Bps. of Eng. 312 [The] Deane of York .. 
sent him to Oxeford, and so long as he lined . . exhibited 
vnto him there, a 2695 Wood (cited by Webster) He was a 
special friend to the university., exhibiting to the wants of 
certain scholars. 2709 Strype A nn. Ref.l. xlviii. 520 W ell 
disposed people . . used to exhibit to poor students. 2868 
M. Pattison A cadent. Org. iv, 107 The sum paid out of en- 
dowments to students exhibited. 

3 . trans. {Med.) To administer (a remedy, etc.). 

16.02 Holland Pliny II. 252 They were wont to exhibit it 

[Scammony] for a purgation. 2620 Venner V ia Recta viii 
268 If the meat desired be of a very naughty and ill pro- 
perty, then it is not to be exhibited. 2650 Bulwer Anthro- 
pomet . 233 As if they would exhibit a medicine to the 
Head. 2725 N, Robinson Th. Pkysick 295 Let a Vomit be 
exhibited in the first Place. 1821 T. Sandwith Observ. 
Med. «$• Surg. 16 A tea-spoonful of the antimonial wine was 
exhibited every hour. 2874 A. B. Garrod Mat. Med. 
(ed. 4) 166 The patient should fast for four or five hours 
before chloroform is exhibited. 

II. Tosubmit orexposetoview; to show, display. 

4 . To hold out, or submit (a document) for in- 
spection ; esp. to produce, lodge, put in (a docu- 
ment) in a court of law, to append as an ‘exhibit’ to 
written evidence. Const, to ; also fr into (a court). 

2529 Act 21 Hen. VIII , c. 5 So that the said testament 
be exhibited to him . , in wrytyng. c 1538 Starkey Lett. 
p. lxxv, I haue not fayned to exibyte to your grace this 
rude commentary, _ 2591 Shaks. i Hen. VI, hi. i. 151 Accept 
this Scrowle .. Which .. We doe exhibite to your Maiestie. 
a 2626 Bacon Max. Uses Com. Law 67 They are to ex- 
hibite the will into the Bishops court. 2848 Macaulay 
Hist. Eng. II. 44 One of the persons to whom the manu- 
scripts were exhibited was Archbishop Sancroft. 2884 Law 
Rep. 14 Q. Bench Div. 205 The records, .exhibited to the 
affidavits filed in the cause. 

absol. 1880 Muirhead tr. Insiit. Gains iv. § 163 His ap- 

lication for an arbiter involved an admission that he was 

ound to restore or exhibit. . 

t b. To give up (oneself to justice). Obs.rare~~ l . 

2628 Hobbes Thucyd. (2822} 64 Pausanias. .came forth and 
exhibited himself to justice. 

5 . a. To submit for consideration ; to present, 
prefer (a petition, an accusation, etc.). Cf. 1. 

1529^^ 21 Hen. VIII, c. 26 § 11 Our true and faithful 
Subjects, .exhibited unto us a lamentable Bill of Complaint. 
1598 Shaks. Merry IV. n. i. 29 Why lie Exhibit a Bill in 
the Parliament for the putting downe of men. 1634 W. 
Tirwhyt tr. Balzac's Lett. 66 May easily impetrate at 
Gods hands any supplication you shall exhibite. 2647 
Clarendon Hist. Reb. 1. (1843) IO A He.. exhibited another 
charge of high treason against the duke. 2709 Strype A mi. 
Ref. I, iii. 75 A discourse exhibited to the Queen’s Council. 
1747 Col. Rec. Pennsylv. V. 99 The several Charges exhibited 
by the Complainants against Mr. Ruston were frivolous and 
malicious. 2805 East's Rep. V. 353 Where two libels are 
exhibited against two inhabitants of a parish for tithes. 2829 

I. Taylor Enthus, iv. (1867) 79 Our part is merely to exhibit 
against the system the charge of delusion or enthusiasm. 
1883 Rules Supreme Court xxxi. § 7 Any interrogatories 
may be set aside on the ground that they have been exhi- 
bited unreasonably. 

+ b. To promulgate, publish (a decree or order). 

1693 Mem. Ct. Teckely 111. 2 Orders should be exhibited 
for maintaining Officers and Souldiers. 

@. To set forth (in words or figures) ; to detail. 

1534 Whitinton Tullyes Offices 1. (2540)27 In exhybetynge 
these offyees and dutyes, we must, etc. a 1656 Hales Gold. 
Rem. (1688) 420 Leave to exhibit their Mind in writing. 
a 2687 Petty Pol. Arith. viii. (2602) 209 Mr. Samuel Fortry 
. .exhibits the particulars, 2774 Warton Hist. Eng. Poetry 
iL (2840) I. 82 Which [entries] I choose to exhibit in the 
words of the original. 1807T, Thomson Chem. (ed. 3) 1 1. 381 
The following Table_ exhibits the result of these experiments. 
2846 Mill Logic . 1. iii. § 2 To exhibit an enumeration of all 
kinds of things which are capable of being made predicates. 

7 . To manifest to the senses, esp. to the sight ; 
to present (a material object) to view. 

. X573 Mile), The Whole Works of W. Tyndall, etc. .. now 
in print here exhibited to the Church. 1659 Hammond On 
Ps. xxiv. 6 Annot. 238 Where God hath promised to exhi- 
bite himself to those that worthily approach him. 2774 
Goldsm. Nat. Hist. (1776) VII. 328 Out of this opening 
they exhibit their real head and eyes. 2796 Morse Amer. 
Geog. I. 128 The coasts , . sometimes exhibit extensive 
beaches. 1805 W. Saunders Min. Waters 9 Water is . . 
made up of two substances, neither of which can be ex- 
hibited separately, except in the gaseous form. 1837 
Goring & Pritchard Microgr. 287 For a solar intended to 
exhibit large objects. 2860 Tyndall Glac. 1. iv. 33 It may 
be that the lake simply exhibits the colour of pure water, 
b. To present to mental view. 

2577 tr * BullmgeVs Decades (1592) 590 We haue of this, very 
many examples exhibited vnto vs. 2607 C. Lever in Farr 
S. P. Q. Eliz. (1845) II, 522 Exhibite, Lord, my pardon in 
thy prayer. 1780 Johnson Let. Mrs. Thrale 18 Apr., She 
and her husband exhibited two very different appearances 
of human nature. 1782 Gibbon Decl. 4* F. II. xii. 506 The 
general exhibited a memorable lesson of firmness and se- 
verity. 2802 Med. Jrnl. VIII. 532 Oxidated muriatic gas. . 
exhibits .. the surest means of checking contagion. 2822 

J. Q. Adams in C. Davies Metr. Syst. in. (1871) 84 In both, 
the phenomenon is still exhibited. 

+ C. intr. ior rejl. Obs. v 

2656-81 Blount Glossogr., Exhibite . to shew it self. 
2768-74 Tucker Lt. Nat. (1852) I. 219 It is in the nature of 
the mitid to assent to whatever- appeaj^nces that exhibit 
when all other evidence that might correct, them is removed 
out of her reach. 

8 . To represent by a figure, drawing, etc* : said 
also of the drawing* itself. 

2799 Med. Jrnl. I. 210 Embellished only- with 34 plates, 


but they exhibit mostly new, rare, and valuable plants. 
1825 J. N icholson - O, per at. Mechanic 279 One of these 
branches is exhibited in the figure. 2832 Brewster Optics 
vi. 63 The following method . . of exhibiting caustic curves 
I have found exceedingly convenient. 

b. To present a delineation or an embodiment 
of in words or in action. 

2848 Macaulay Hist. Eng. I. 404 In the power of exhibit- 
ing character by means of dialogue he was deficient. 2875 
Jowett Plato (ed. 2) V. 12 [They] are to exhibit in their 
li’ves that.virtue which is the basis of the state. 

0. To manifest by signs, indicate the existence of, 
display. 

2799 Med. Jrnl. II. 251 Countenance exhibits more dis- 
tress. 2832 Ht. Martjneau Ireland 11 3 More exhibited 
their uncomplaining poverty in their looks and dress. 
1845 M. Pattison Ess. (1889) I. 15 Gregory exhibits . . a 
union of prudence . . and unshrinking principle. 1854 
Brewster More Worlds ix. 147 The power, and wisdom, 
and goodness of the Creator, are exhibited to us every day 
and every hour. 

10. To show publicly for the purpose of amuse- 
ment or instruction, or in a competition ; to make 
a show of ; rarely , to perform in public. 

1797 Bewick Brit. Birds (1847) I. 65 A living bird exhi- 
bited in a show, 2832 G. Downes Lett. Cent, Countries I. 

31 This celebrated musician, whose laurel also is exhibited. 
2845 Florist's Jrnl. 201 Mr. Eyles exhibited the best six. 
2845 E. Holmes Mozart 19 One of them happening to 
exhibit a solo on the violin. 2872 Morley Voltaire (1886) 
112 After supper Voltaire would exhibit a magic lantern. 
1878 Jevons Print. Pol. Econ . 57 Except to exhibit as 
curiosities. 

absol. 27 66 Goldsm. Vic. W. x viii, Carrying their scenes 
..to the next village where they were to exhibit. 2806 
Gazetteer Scot! (ed. 2) 145 A theatre, where a party of stroll- 
ing comedians occasionally exhibit. 28x8 Jas. Mill Brit. 
Ind. II. v. v. 493 With as much., regularity, as if they 
had been exhibiting on a parade. 

b. U. S. To present or declaim (a speech or 
an essay) in public. Also absol. 

1817 Laws Yale Coll. iv. § xi If any student .. shall 
exhibit anything not allowed by the Faculty. Ibid, viii. 1 28 
No Student who shall receive any appointment to exhibit 
before the class, .shall give any treat of wine. 

c. intr. for refl. 

2863 Mrs. C. Clarke Shaks. Char. vi. 152 He there ex- 
hibits in rampant folly. 

Hence Exhibited ppl. a. 

2730 6 Bailey (folio', Exhibitea , presented or offered. 
2775 Ash, Exhibited, brought forth to view, proposed, dis- 
played. 2861 Thornbury Turner I. 258 The ‘ Moonlight 
at Millbank’. .was his first exhibited oil-picture. 

Exhibitable (egzibitab’l), a. [f. Exhibit v. 4 - 
-able J That admits of being exhibited. 

2838 Coleridge Lit. Rem. III. 388 They are all 8ura«.€te, 
exhibitable powers, i860 Chambers Encyd. s. v. Balance 
of Trade, Both actually gain, though the gain may not be 
exhibitable in the form of a money-balance. 

Exllibitant (egzi-bitant). rare. [f. Exhibit v. 
+ -ANT.] a. One who exhibits or displays 
(qualities). + b. One who prefers or presents (an 
accusation). 

1818 Morn. Chron. 9 Feb., Articles of peace exhibited by 
the Right Honourable Henry Viscount Sidmouth. .against 
Arthur Thistlewood. .First this exhibitant saith, that in the 
month of April last, Arthur Thistlewood was committed to 
the Tower of London on charges of high treason, etc. 2846 
Blackw . Mag. LIX. 16 Liberality, and generosity, .secure 
for the memory of their exhibitant gratitude and reverence. 

ExMbiter (egzrbitoi). [f. as prec. + -er 1 .] 
One who exhibits (in various senses of the vb.). 
Now rare ; = Exhibitor. 

1599 Shaks. Hen. V, 1. i, 74 He seemes. .rather swaying 
more vpon our part, Then cherishing th’exhibiters against 
vs. 26x3 T. Godwin Rom. Antiq. (1658) 99 The master or 
exhibiter thereof, did . . give notice unto the people, what 
day the prize should be performed. 1836 Hor, Smith Tin 
Trump. (1876' 267 The pig exhibiter remonstrated with the 
author of the mischief. 

Exlii'biting, vbl. sb. [f. as prec. + -in g 1 .] The 
action of the vb. Exhibit in various senses. 

2620 Venner Via Recta ii, 30 How many precepts ought 
there to be obserued in the exhibiting of pure wine in re- 
spect of the age. 2643 in Select. Harl. Misc . (1793) 31 1 
The giving and the exhibiting of the poison. 1721 Strype 
Eccl. Mem. III. xi, 206 Wealthy and well-disposed citizens 
deposited their charitable monies, for the exhibiting to in- 
genious men at the universities. 

Exhibition (eksibi-Jbn). Forms : 5-6 exibx- 
eion, -ycion, 5 (exebucion, -hebicion), exbi- 
bicion, -hibycion, -hybycyon, 7 (exbibicon), 
6 - exhibition, [a. OF. exhibicion, Fr. exhibition , 
ad. late L. exhibit ion-em, n. of action f, exhibere 
to Exhibit.] 

X. The action of providing or furnishing. 

+L Maintenance, support. Obs. [Cf. late L. 
exhibitio et tegumentum « ‘ food and raiment ’ 
(Forcellini).] 

2432-50 tr. Higden (Rolls) VII. 259 Havynge. .a litelle 
sumroe assignede to his exhibicion. 2480 Bury Wills (1850) 
65, 1 will that . .oon parte therof to be applied and conuerted 
to thexibicion and sustentacion of a perpetual! chapleyn. 
1567 R. M ui .caster ^ Fortescue’s De Laud. Leg, 11572) 2x3 
Charges for the exhibition [L. exhibitioner of their Children. 
a 2625 Fletcher Nice Valour iii. i. My maintenance, ras- 
cals *, my Bulk, my exhibition ! 2722 Strype Parker (2821) 

1, 503^ To bestow £ 8 of the said /yio. .towards the use and 
exhibition of three grammar scholars. 

+ b. The ‘ foundation ’ of a grammar-school. 

25. . in Whiston Cathedral Trusts 12 That no childe he 






EXHIBITION. 

admitted to thexhibicion of the said churche, whose father 
is knowne to be worthe in goodes above ccc l! . 

f 2. sing, and pi. An allowance of money for 
a person’s support ; a pension, salary, Ohs. 

1498 Patent Roll 13 Hen. VI/, On reasonable wages or 
exebucion. 1501 Plump ton Corn. 163 He sendeth you but 
x li towards the exibicions of my nese his wyfe, 1635 Sir R. 
Boyle Diary in Lismore Papers Ser 1. 11884, IV. 138 
50 ‘ was lent to my son . . which I am to abate owt of his 
next Easter exhibicon. 1676 Wycherley PI. Dealer v. i, 
He must have a setled Exhibition of forty pounds a Year. 
1741 Swift Pres. St. Affairs Wks. 1755 II. 1, 213 He . . is 
driven to live in exile upon a small exhibition. 

t b. A gift, present. Ohs. 

1579 Fulke Confut. Sanders 553 His owne bondslaues, 
whom he hyreth with a little exhibition, to blase his chari- 
tie. 1604 Shaks. Oth. iv. iii. 75, I would not doe such a 
thing for a joynt Ring, .nor any petty exhibition. 

8 , f a. Pecuniary assistance given to a university 
student [oh?, in general sense), b. Now only spec. 
A fixed sum given for a term of years from the 
funds of a school, college, or university, generally 
upon the result of a competitive examination. Cf. 
Bursary 3 and Scholarship. 

a. £1525 Skf.lton Replyc. 143 To gyve you exhibycion 
To mainteyne with your skolls. 1581 Mulcaster Positions 
xxxix. (1887) 194 They will giue a scholer some petie poore 
exhibition to seeme to be religious. 1598 E. Gilpin Skial. 
(1878) 11, I have sized in Cambridge, and my friends a sea- 
son Some exhibition for me there disburst. 

b. 163 1 T. Adams in Lett. Lit. Men (Camden) 146 An 
exhibition of ^40 J5er annum for two or three years. 1692 
Sir R. Bulkeley in Evelyn's Mem. (1857) III. 323 At St. 
Paul’s school he was chosen (with a small exhibition offio 
a year . .) to go. off to Cambridge. 177a Hist. Rochester gt 
A yearly exhibition was to be paid to four scholars. 1806 
K. White Let. 30 June, My last term bill amounts only to 
,£4 5 s. 3 d., after my exhibitions are deducted. s886 Ox f. 
Univ, Calendar 37 Candidates for the [Junior Mathema- 
tical] Exhibition must be Members of the University who 
have not exceeded eight Terms from their matriculation 
inclusively. 

II. 4. Med. The administration of a remedy. 

1783 J. Pearson in Med. Commun. 1 1. 77 The most proper 

remedy against such a diarrhoea, is the exhibition of a 
cathartic. 1806 Med. Jrnl. XV. 101 During the exhibition 
of all these medicines, purgative glysters also. . were used. 
1875 B, Meadows^ Clin. Observ. 28 As the result of the 
exhibition of arsenical treatment. 

III. 5. The action of exhibiting, submitting 
for inspection, displaying or holding up to view ; 
manifestation ; visible show or display (of a feel- 
ing, quality, etc.) ; an instance of this. Const, of. 

1663 Barrow Serin. (i68;p I. xii. 162 The ancient exhi- 
bition of a gracious promise. 1692 Ray Dissol. World 
m. ix. ('1732) 400 The Exhibition of the Messiah. 1701 
Grew Cosin. Sacra it. y. § 17 What are all mechanick works, 
but the sensible exhibition of mathematick demonstrations? 
1755 Magens Insurances 1. 453 The Exhibition of the usual 
Clearances and Certificates. 1780 Harris Phitol. EnqNJ\ss. 
(1841) 427 A dramatic piece, or play, is the exhibition of an 
action. 1833 Chalmers Const . Man (1835) I. v. 208 Anger, 
if we but study its history and actual exhibitions. 1850 
Mrs. Jameson Leg Monast. Ord. (1863) 94 Dunstan never 
would have dared such an exhibition of presumption. 

b. The action of producing (an object of liti- 
gation) in court. 

1880 Muirhead tr. Instit. Gains iv. § 3:57 He is pursuer 
who desires exhibition or restitution. 

c. Sc, Law. An action for compelling produc- 
tion or delivery of writings. 

1863 in W. Bell Diet. Law Scotl. 

d. coricr. Something that is exhibited; a dis- 
play, sight, spectacle. 

1786 Gilpin Ohserv. Mis . <$• Lakes I. p.^ xxvii, The 
windings of a noble river — or some other exhibition, c 1790 
Imison Sck. Art 11. 51 Some excellent prints, .held in great 
esteem among the admirers of exhibitions of this kind. 1848 
Macaulay Hist. Eng I. 665 Exhibitions which humane 
men generally avoid. 

e. To make an exhibition of oneself : to behave 
so as to appear in a contemptible aspect. Colloq. 

6 . A public display (of works of art, manufac- 
tured articles, natural productions, etc.); also, the 
place where the display is made. In early quots. 
often spec . the exhibition of pictures of the Royal 
Academy ; now applied esp. to those exhibitions 
on a large scale of which the 4 Great Exhibition ’ 
held in London in 1851 was the first and typical 
example. 

1761 Johnson Let. Baretti 10 June in Bosnbell, The artists 
have instituted a yearly exhibition of pictures and statues. . 
This year was the second exhibition. 3818 Byron Beppo 
Ixxviii, No exhibition glares with annual pictures. 18*4 
Miss Mitford in L’Estrange Life (1870) II. ix. 183 Is it 
possible that the Exhibition has closed and * Silenus ' not 
been sold ? 1831 Expositor n Jan. 163/3 The Exhibition 
is to be no mere fancy fair or amateur show-room. 1890 
it UN, Catalogue of the Royal Military Exhibition* 

b. attrib. and Comb. 

1840 Dickens Old C. Shop xxvii, It was too late to repair 
to the exhibition-room. 1861 Thornbury Turner I. 91 The 
lad's own productions at Somerset House would have been 
quite enough to attract an exhibition-haunting amateur. 

Hence ExMbvtional a., of or pertaining to an 
exhibition. Hxhibi’tionize, v., nonce- wd. y intr. to 
frequent exhibitions. 

3834 New Monthly Mag. XLI. 245 Hackneyed as we are 
in exhibitionizmg, we did riot contemplate this scene without 
the liveliest pleasure. x88a J. Parker Apost. Life {1884) 
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HI. 294 There is no touch of merely exhibitional genius. 
x886 New Princeton Rev. 1. 121 Madame and her suite had 
S°£ e to partake of their yearly exhibitional refreshments. 

Exhibitioner (eksibrjbnoj). [f. prec. + -EiiL] 
fl. One who pays for i^a person’s) mainten- 
ance. Ohs. 

c *575 Fulke Confut. Doctr. Purgatory (1577) 438 To 
make a fond fiorish a farre of in woraes of common wrang- 
ling, to please your patrones and exhibitioners. 

2. One who holds an exhibition at a university. 
2679 Burnet Hist. Ref 1. m. 227 (an. 1536) Yet severe Im- 
positions and heavy Taxes were laid on them ; afifth part for 
Repairs, a tenth at least for an Exhibitioner. 1707 H earns 
Collect. 24 Jan. (Oxf. Hist. Soc.) I. 319 10 Exhibitioners 
who are to study the Hebrew and Greek Tongues. X843 
Coleridge in Arnold Stanley's Life <$• Corr. (1844) I. i. o 
Corpus is a very small establishment . .with four exhibi- 
tioners. 1886 Oxf Univ. Calendar ivj There is a power 
of renewal, .if the College are satisfied with the Scholar 
or Exhibitioner. 

3. * Exhibitor 1 , 2 . 

_ 179X G. Wakefield Enquiry Publ. Worship 30 The effect 
is not so correspondent to the nature of the expected visit- 
ant, as to the faculties of the exhibitioner. X793 — Ibid. 
(ed. 2) 42 note, The indefensible mode of our dissenting ex- 
hibitioners. 1840 Frasers Mag. XXL 730 There is among 
the present exhibitioners [at the Royal Academy] no lack 
of this kind of talent. 

Exhibitionist (eksibi-jrinist). rare—', [f. as 
prec. + -1ST.] One who takes part in an exhibition 
or public performance ; a performer. 

1821 Blackw. Mag. IX. 571 The whole of the service is to 
devolve upon the clergyman and the precentor, with a few 
hired or trained exhibitionists. 

Exhibitive (egzi'bitiv), a. [ad. mod.L. ex- 
hibitwus , f. exhibit - : see Exhibit v. and -ive.] 

+ 1. Having the function of imparting or com- 
municating. Cf. Exhibit v. i. Const, of. Obs. 

[1350 Bucer Conf de Euch. § 54 Malo dicere. .pane & vino 
dari corpus & sanguinem Domini, quamsignificari, et panem 
hie signum esse corporis exhibitivum quani signum simpli- 
citer.] 1607 Sckol. Disc . agst. Antickr. 1. ii. 98 The signes 
of the old Testament be not in his iudgment exhibitiue of 
any grace, but significatiue only. 1681 R. L’Estrange 
Apol. Prot. iv. i. 1 12 That the Species of Bread and Wine 
are not only Signs, .but that they are also Exhibitive and 
Communicative, .of the very things that they represent. 

2. Having the property or function of exhibiting 
or showing forth. Const, of. 

1596 H. Clapham Briefe Bible r. 32 Togither with his 
Covenant, the Lord adioyneth a Seale, or exhibitiue Signe. 
1708 Brit. Apollo No. 45. 1/2 Words exhibitive of a double 
figure. 1737 Waterland Eucharist 168 The Sacramental 
Bread, .representative and exhibitive of the natural Body, 
f 3. Used for : Self-manifesting. (Of the Divine 
mind : by Norris opposed to concept we.) Obs. rare. 

1678 Norris Coll. Misc. (1699) 159 The Simple Essences 
of Things, .are the same with that (w. the Divine] Under- 
standing it self, consider’d as variously exhibitive or repre- 
sentative. Ibid. 352 By the mind of God Exhibitive, is 
meant the essence of God, as thus or thus imitable, or par- 
ticipable by any Creature. 

Hence ExM’bitively adv. 

1610 T.Higgons Serm.Pauls Crosse 3 MarS 1611)21 This 
grace is, equally, in all the persons, but originally in the 
Father, exhibitiuely in the Son. # 1739 Waterland Sacram. 
Part Eucharist 12 The Trope lies in the Verb was, put for 
signify, or exhibitively signifie. 

Exhibitor (egzi'bitai). [a. L. exhibitor, agent- 
n. f. exhibere to Exhibit.] 

1. One who shows (something) as a curiosity; 
a showman, one who produces in public a show or 
spectacle. Cf. Exhibiter b. 

1634 Gayton Pleas. Notes iv. xi. 245 The exhibitors of that 
shew politiquely had plac’d Whiflers arm’d and link’d 
through the Hall. 3814 Wordsw. Excursion vut. 29 The 
spectator, who a while was pleased More than th' exhi- 
bitor himself, <21843 Hood Ode to J. Ireland i, Oh, very 
reverend Dean and Chapter, Exhibitors of giant men. 1873 
Buckland Log~bk. 19 The exhibitor told us a wonderful story. 

2. One who contributes an article for public ex- 
hibition. 

1843 Florist* s Jrnl. 205 The only exhibitor in the class 
for 12 species. 1851 Expositor tr Jan. 163/3 The hosts of 
exhibitors [at the Exhibition of 1851]. 

Hence ExM'bitorsMp. 

1863 Sat. Rev. XIV. 72/1 Medal and Honourable Men- 
tion become little more than a certificate of exhibitorship. 

Exhibitory (egzi'bitari), a. and sb. [ad. L. 
exhibitdri-us, t. exhibere : see Exhibit and -oby.] 
A. adj. 

1. a. Intended to exhibit, set forth, or display, 
b. Of or pertaining to display or exhibition. 

1772 Warton Life Sir T. Pope (1780) 379 note. An exhi- 
bitory bill . . of expences for their removal this year. 1849 
Ruskin Sev. Lamps i. § 8. 18 The treatment of the Papists' 
temple is eminently exhibitory ; it is surface work through- 
out. 1879 H. N. Hudson Hamlet Pref. 15 Knowledge .. 
less available for . . exhibitory purposes. 1883 Century Mag. 
XXV. 101 The gay, storm-beleaguered camp, in the words 
of its exhibitory press, began to * boom '. 

2. Intended to cause the exhibition or production 
of an article in dispute. 

1886 Muirhead in Encycl. Brit. XX. 709 A/IF the respon- 
dent obeyed the order in a restitutory or exhibitory decree, 
there was an end of the matter. 

fB. sb. A procedure with regard to the 4 exhi- 
bition ’ of remedies. Obs. 

x6o7 Walkington Opt. Glass 14 Physicians, .(whose exbi- 
bitones to themselues do not parallele their prescripts.. to 
others). 
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BxMlaraat (egzrlarant), a. and sb. [a. F. 
exhitarant, ad. L. exhilarant-em , pr. pple. of ex- 
hilardre to Exhilarate.] 

A. adj. That exhilarates ; exhilarating. 

1866 Mrs. Whitney L. Goldthwaite xii, 294 The exhilarant 
draught in which they drank the mountain-joy. 187a 
Blackie Lays Right. In trod. 49 The breeze . . and the tide 
. .impart a healthy and an exhifarant stimulus. 

B. sb. An exhilarating medicine. 

1803 Pilkington View Derbysk. I. 329 It has been holden 
in high repute as a cordial and exhilerant [«k]. 1839 New 

Monthly Mag. LVII. 371 The use of this drug as an exhi- 
larent {rir} is not confined to the poor. <2 3843 Southey 
Doctor (1849) *6+ An exhilarant and a cordial which re- 
joiced and strengthened him. 3868 Garrod Mat. Med. 
(ed. 3) 390 Exhilarants are medicines whose primary effect 
is to cause an exaltation of the spirits. 

Exhilarate (egzrlarch), v. Forms: 7-8 ex- 
bilerate, (6 -arite), 6 - exhilarate, [ad. L. exhil- 
ardt - ppl. stem of exhilardre , f. ex- (see Ex* 
pref. 1 ) + hilar-is cheerful : see Hilarity.] 

1. trans. To make cheerful or merry ; to cheer, 
enliven, gladden (a person, his spirits, etc.). 

3340 Morysine Vives ’ Introd. Wysd. E vj b, A cleane 
ana a pure conscience jnaye exhilarate the mynde. 162s 
Burton Anat. Mel. n. ii. vi. iii, Sundry are the meanes . . 
to exhilerate a sorrowful! heart. 1733 Smollett Per. Pic . 
(1779)11, xxxviii. 22 Peregrine., ad vised him to exhilarate 
his spirits with a glass of wine, a 1763 Shenstone Ess. 36 
He would be exhilarated at the sight of the first beggar that 
he saw. 1796 C. Marshall Garden, xx. (1813) 426 Frost 
. . exhilarates our spirits. 1848 Dickens Dombey xxxvi, It 
seemed greatly to delight and exhilarate him to say so, 
b. To impart cheerfulness to, enliven (a thing of 
pursuit). 

3751 Johnson Rambler No. 177 n* 5 A select company of 
curious men, who met once a week to exhilarate their 
studies. 1795 Anderson Embassy China 274 A joyous 
dinner, exhilarated by plenty of spirits. 
f2. intr. To become cheerful. Obs. rare — V 
3620 Bacon Sp. in Pari, in Lett. <$• Life (1874) VII. 177 
The shining of the sun, whereby all things exhilarate, is 
hindered by clouds., . . 

Exhilarating (egzi*lar^tiq), ppl. a. [f. as 
prec. + -iNCr*.] That exhilarates; cheering, en- 
livening, inspiriting. 

3643 Milton Divorce n. ix. (1851) 87 Marriage . . was 
especially giv'n as a cordiall and exhilarating cup of solace. 
3708 J. Philips Cyder n. 66 A Continual Tide Flows from 
th’ exhilerating Fount. 1779-83 Johnson L. P., Denham , 
Nothing is less exhilarating than the ludicrousness of Den- 
ham. 1845 Darwin Voy. Nat. iv. (1879)76 We. .started for 
another exhilarating: gallop. 1865 Livingstone Zambesi 
xxv, 519 The air which was exhilarating to Europeans. 
Hence ExM lar atingly adv. 

1850 in Ogilvie. 

Exhilaration (egzMar<?i-Jbn). Also 7-8 ex- 
hileration. [ad. late L. exhilaration-em , n. of 
action f. exhilardre to Exhilarate.] 

1. The action or means of exhilarating; a cheer- 
ing or enlivening influence. 

1623-6 Cockeram, Exhileration. 1629 J. Maxwell tr. 
Herodian (1633) 301 To use all. .exhilarations for joy of the 
gods wedding. 1792 V. Knox Serin, xi. 247 This remedy. . 
enlivens . , by an unnatural exhilaration. 1864 Longf. Falc. 
Ser. Feder. 139 There was. .that wild exhilaration in the air. 

2. The condition or feeling of being exhilarated. 

1626 Bacon Sylva § 721 Exhilaration hath some Affinity 

with Joy. 180a Cogan Philos, Treat . Passions 1, ii. (ed, 2) 
63 Every species of torpor is subdued ; an exhilaration suc- 
ceeds. 3838 Dickens Nick. Nick, xxiv, A bill of fare that 
might kindle exhilaration in the breast of a misanthrope. 
1873 Hamerton Intell. Life x. v. 388 The feeling of. ,ex* 
hilaration will last for several hours. 

Exhilarative (egzi*lar/tiv), a. [f. L. exhi- 
lardt- ppl. stem of exhilardre to Exhilarate + 
-ive.] Tending to produce exhilaration. 

3864 Carlyle Fredk. Gt. IV. 356 Pamphlets . . sapid, ex- 
hilarative. 1873 St. Pauls Mag. F eh. 133 It was a morn- 
ing most exhilarative. 1875 H. C. Wood Therap. (1879)' 
200 A feejingr of -lassitude, .preceded. .by a short period of 
exhilarative excitement. 

Exhilarator (egzrlanritoi). [f. Exhilarate v. 
*f* -OR.] One who, or that which, exhilarates. 

3807 Edin. Rev . X. 88 We certainly do not approve of 
cards and wagers as the best exhilarators of the spirits. 
182a Blackw. Mag. XII. 279 Where Ersklne parted his 
mantle of puns among the. .aspiring exhilarators of the Bar. 

Hxliiiaratory, ct. rare. [f. Exhilarate v. + 
-ORY.] Having the effect of exhilarating. 

1871 L, Stephen Playground of Europe 284 The danger 
is trifling enough to be merely exhila[ra]tory. 
Exhilient, bad form of Exiliekt, Obs. 
Bxhort (egZ(h^-it, egzp'rt), v. Forms : 4-6 ex- 
ort(e, -horte, 4- exhort, [ad. L. exhort-ari, f. ex- 
intensive + kortdri to encourage : see Hortatory. 
Cf. F. exhorter and Enhort. Not now in col- 
loquial use.] 

1. trans. To admonish earnestly; to urge by- 
stimulating words to conduct regarded as laudable. 
Said also of circumstances, etc. : To serve as an 
incitement, a. simply. 

£3400 Apol. Loll. 30 If prestis ouerwile exort or monest 
}>e peple. <73533 Ld. Berners Huon lxxxi. 247 He soo 
exorted me that at the houre of mydnyghte he made me to 
aryse hastely. 3538 Starkey England 1. i. 25 To the wych 
purpos. .the tyme exhortyth us, 31548-9 (Mar. I Bk. Com. 
Prayer, Offices 19 Then shall the minister exhort the sicke 
person after this fourme. 3604 Shaks. Ham. tv. iv. 46 (Qq.) 
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Examples, gross as earth, exhort me. 1825 Lytton Falk- 
land 40 Write to me. .exhort me, admonish me. 

absol. c 1400 Apol. Loll. 31 pe prest be misti to exort in 
al doctrin. 1526-34 Tindale 2 Tim. iv. 2 Exhorte with all 
longe sufferinge and doctryne, 1651 Hobbes Leviatk. n. 
xxv. 131 The words, .of him that Exhorteth. a 1845 Barham 
Ingot Leg., Jerry Jarvis, Whether the Rev. Mr. Hyandry 
exhorted or made way for the Rev. Mr. Tearbrain. 1881 
Bible (R.V.) AW/, xh. 8 He that exhorteth, to his exhorting. 

b. Const, to with. inf. or suhord. clause. 

1490 Caxton Eneydos iv. (1890) 19, 1 the exhorte and conn* 
ceylle that thou ne defoylle nomore thyn hondes wyth my 
hloode. 1532 Thynne’s ed. of Chaucer's L. G. W. Hyps. $ 
Medea 73 That he in his neuewe Iason wolde exhorte To 
saylen to that londe. 1535 Coverdale Nek. ix. 26 Thy 
prophetes (which exhorted them so earnestly, that they 
shulde con uerte vnto the). x6xx Bible Tit. ii. 6 Yong men 
likewise exhort, to bee sober minded. 1735 Berkeley Def. 
Free-think. in Math. § 37, I have long ago done what you 
so often exhort me to do. s86o Hook Lives Alps. (1869) I, 

v. 226 The bishops were exhorted not to engage in secular 
affairs more than was necessary. 

c. Const, to an action or course, a condition. 

1529 More Dyaloge 1. Wks. 162/2 To call and exorte the 

worlde from all pleasure of the fleshe to the puritie and 
clennes of the body and soule. 1594 Hooker Eccl Pol. 1. 
x. 1x6x1 ) 25 The Apostle, in exhorting men to contentment. 
*747 Johnson Plan Eng. Diet. Wks. IX. 185 Commonly 
, . we exhort to good actions, we instigate to ill. a 1785 
Glover A tkenaid 11. 45, 1 through each city. . Have pass’d, 
exhorting. . Greece To bold defence. 1848 Macaulay Hist. 
Eng, II. 79 The people would be exhorted to liberality. 

2. With obj. a thing; To recommend earnestly; 
to insist upon. 

c 1500 New Noi-br. Mayd in Poet. Trade ( Percy Soc.) 
47 What I exhorte Not herde is. 1526-34 Tindale 1 Tim. 

vi. 2These thynges teache and exhorte. 1667 Milton P. L. 
ii. 179 While we. .Designing or exhorting glorious Warr. 
*771 Franklin Autohog. Wks. 1840 I. 8 Exhorting the 
repeal of those laws, so contrary to charity. 1856 Froude 
Hist. Eng. {1858) I. ii. 96 He. .again exhorted a reform. 

t Exncrrt, sb. Obs. [f. prec. vb.] = Exhorta- 
tion. 

c 1475 Partenay 3972 By the exort of vntrew man. 1525 
Ld ; Berners Froiss. II. Pref., The princely exhorte, 
whiche. .our foresaid gracyous soueraygne gaue me. 1590 
Lodge Euphues Gold. Leg., Did he make a large exhort 
unto concord ? cx6ix Chapman Iliad xi. 183 Everywhere 
he breathed exhorts. X7XS“20 Pope Iliad xh. 324 Drown 
Hector’s Vaunts in loud Exhorts of Fight. 1829 A. W. 
Fonblanque Engl, under 7 Administr. (1837) I. 238 Per- 
petual exhorts to a new birth unto Toryism. 

t Exjho rtance. Obs. In 7 Sc. exhort ans. 
[f. as prec. + -ance.] = Exhortation. 

(But possibly exhortans may be an abbreviation in the 
MS. for exhortations.) 

C1646 T. Craufurd Hist. Univ. Edinb. (1808) 45 He 
[Mr. Robert Rollock] . . with most pithy exhortans setting 
them on to vertue and pietie. 

f Es±. 0 *rtary. Obs. rare- 1 . In 6 -arie. [f. 
Exhort sb. + -art.] = Exhortation. 

1584 Lodge Alarum 54 The father .. having ended this 
exhortarie is answered., of his dissembling sonne thus. 

Exhortation (eks^it^-Jan). Forms : 4-5 
©xort-, exhortacioun, 5-6 exhortaeion, -yon, 
exort acion, (6 exhortatyoun, exortation) 5 - 
exhortation. [ad. L. exhortation- eni , n. of action 
f. exhortdri to Exhort. Cf, Fr. exhortation .] 

1. The action or process of exhorting, of earnestly 
admonishing or urging to what is deemed laudable 
conduct ; an instance of this. 

138a Wyclif i Tim. iv. 13 Til I come take tent to 
redynge, toexortacioun and techynge. c 1425 Wyntoun 
Cron . vn. viii. 720 Eftyr .. syndry exhortatyownys. 1477 
Earl Rivers (Caxton) Dictes 6 To gadre money or tresor 
by suhtyl exortation. 1505 Fisher Penit. Ps, Wks. 1 
This treatyse . . was made . . at the exortacion and ster- 
ynge of. .pnneesse Margarete. 155a Abp. Hamilton Cateck. 
(1884) 30 Thatr mother gaf exhortaeion to ilkane of thame. 
a 1656 Hales Tracts (1677) 11 Exhortations from all sin. 
a 173a ArrF.RBURY^Vm. (1723) II. vi. 224 There is no Room 
for any Exhortations to chanty. 1828 whately Rhet. m. 
Introd., A great part of the Preacher’s business consists of 
Exhortation. 1841 D’Israeli Amen. Lit. (1867) 177 An 
exhortation to the youthful monarch to check his own self- 
indulgence. 

2. A set speech delivered for the purpose of ex- 
horting; a discourse ; esp. a formal address in the 
course of a religious observance, liturgicalformulary 
or rite. Also in phrase, To make an exhortation. 

1x450 Why I can't be d Nun 373 in E. E. P. (1862) 148 
Now, ladyes, taketh gode hede to thys exhortaeion That I 
haue tawjtyow in thys lore. 1547 Boorde Introd. Knowl. 
xxxvii. 215 All the people war gathered about him, to heare 
him make an exortation. 16x4 Raleigh Hist. World 11. 
326 The place . . where Moses made those divine exhorta- 
tions some say was Bethabara. 1704 N ELSON Fed. 4 Fasts 
11. ix. (1739) 582 As the Exhortation before the Communion 
suggests to us. X848 Dickens Dombey v, The clergyman 
. .delivering (very unaffectedly and simply) the closing ex- 
hortation, 1875 Stubbs Const. Hist. III. xviii. 28 The result 
of this exhortation was a long and. .important session. 

3. attrib. 

187a Shipley Glossary 190 Exhortation Week, The week 
before Septuagesima Sunday ; so called in the Eastern 
Church because the faithful are then exhorted to prepare for 
the Great Fast. ^ Also called Exhortatory Week. 

Exhortative (egzp*itativ), a. [ad. L. exkortd- 
ttv-us , i. exhortdri see Exhort and -ive. CL F. 
exhortatif, -ive.] Of, pertaining to, or containing 
exhortation ; intended to exhort 
*564 J. White ( title ), Agapetus, An Exposition of Chapters 
Exhortative. *583 [see Consultative], *631 Weever 


Anc. Fun, Mon. 246 Laurence writ . . exhortatiue Epistles 
to the Bishops. 3687 T. Tramallier in Magd. Coll. <$- 
Jas. II (Gxf. Hist. Soc.) 213 The exhortative part of his 
Speech, c 1810 Coleridge Notes on Jer. Taylor, Lit. Rent. 
III. 301 The words of the Apostle are exhortative and de- 
hortative. 1836 Blackw. Mag. XXXIX. 231 The dictato- 
rial exhortative style of the leading journal. 1836 Lane 
Mod. Egypt. Lx. 317 A few words . .exhortative to charity. 
Hence Exho-rtatively adv. 

1693 Leighton Comm, x Pet. 1x850) I. 146 Some read 
these words exhortatively. 

Exhortator (eksftft^ter). rare— 0 , [a. late L. 
exhortdtor y agent-n. f. exhortdri to Exhort.] One 
who exhorts or encourages ; — Exhorter. 

1846 Worcester cites Penny Cycl. In mod. Diets. 
Exhortatory (egz^utatsri), a. and sb. [acl. 
late L. exhortdtdri-uSy f. exhortdri : see Exhort v. 
and -ory.] 

A. adj. Of, pertaining to, or containing ex- 
hortation, intended to exhort. 

1544 * H. Stalbrydge ’ {title), Epistel exhortatorye . . 
agaynst the pompous popysh Bischops. 1616 N. Brent 
tr. Sarpis Hist. Counc. Trent (1676; 314 They used.. an 
exhortatory remedy to the Prelates.. 1640 Bp. Hall Episc. 
in. ix. 269 An exhortatory conclusion to our brethren at 
home. 1780 Arnot Hist. Edin. i. (1816) 38 The minis- 
ter preached an exhortatory discourse. x8x8 T. Jefferson 
Writ. (1830) IV. 448, 1 could take no part in it [the discus- 
sion] but an exhortatory one. 1870 tr. Lange's Conan. 
Eccl. 76 The entire contents , . are of an exhortatory cha- 
racter. 

f B. sb. An exhortatory discourse. Obs. 

1656 H. Hammond {title\ A Paraenesis or Exhortatory to 
all True Sons of the Church. 1675 J. Smith Chr. Relig. 
Appeal i. 37 Justin Martyr, .in his Exhortatory to the Gen- 
tiles. 

E xh orter (egz^Mtoi). Also 6 exhortoure, 
Sc. exhortar. [ f. Exhort v. + -er L] 

1. One who exhorts or urges on to action. Obs. 

1552 Huloet, Exhortoure, suasor. 1554 T. Martin Marr. 

Priests A a iv, A moste deuoute exhorter, & a most 
earnest perswadcr. 1655-60 Stanley Hist. Philos. (1701) 
85/2 Socrates as being a Man Absolute and Perfect, .never 
needed any exhorter. 1875 C. F. Wingate in N. Amer. 
Rev. CXX. 146 He took a lively interest in prayer-meet- 
ings. .and was an earnest exhorter. 

2. spec. In various Christian Churches, a person 
appointed to give religious exhortation under the 
direction of a superior minister. Cf. Evangelist 3 c. 

1513-75 Dium. Occurr. (Bannatyne Club) 88 It was or- 
danit be the Ministeris, exhortaris and reidaris of this 
realme. 1564 Act Edin. Gen. Assembly 25 Dec., An Act. . 
‘Ordaining every Minister, Exhorter and Reader to have 
one of the Psalm Books \ 1637-50 Row H ist. Kirk (1842) 
40 The Generali Assemblie [to] appoynt the proportion how 
much shall a Superintendent have . . how much ane Exhorter, 
how much a Reader. 1772 Wesley Jrnl. 5 June, One of 
these exhorters was Jacob Rowell. 

Exhorting* (egz^Mtiq), vbl. sb. [f. as prec. + 
-ing I.] The action of the vb. Exhort ; encour- 
agement, instigation ; an exhortation, address. 

c 1489 Caxton JBlanchardyn xx. 65 The proude mayden 
in amours, after this exhortyng. .sayde that she sholde noo 
more speke therof vnto her. 1490 — Eneydos xl. 132 
Euander slewe his fader by exhortynge of his moder that 
vyceta was called. 1591 Harington Orl. Fur. xxviil xevi, 
The godly Frier. .With new exhortings bad her to beware. 

Exhumate (e*ksjhi#m^t), v. Also 6 pa. pple. 
exhumate, [f. med.L. exhumdt - ppl. stem of ex- 
humd-re to Exhume.] *= Exhume v. lit. and fig. 

1548 Hall Chron. (1809) 706 The Kyng hearyng his sub- 
ject to be exhumate and brent without his knowledge. 
16x9 * R. Jones ’ [Lushington] in Phenix (1708) II. 480 The 
Women gave the Watch-word to the Disciples, who imme- 
diately do exhumate his Body. 17x5 M. Davies A then. 
Brit I. 175 His [Wiclif’s] Body was Exhumated and 
Burnt. Ibid. I. 272 The present Sermon-maker would needs 
exhumate poor Fryar John. 1846 Worcester cites Dr. 
Hitchcock. x88x Gd. Words XXII. 45/1 The writer whose 
hands are cramped with the pen will draw his legs from under 
the desk, and. .exhumating his knapsack, dry with a winter's 
dust, [will] make straight for the mountain. 

Exhumation (ekS|himoa^*Jbn). [a. Fr. exhu- 
mation, ad. med.L. exhumdtidn-em , n. of action 
f. exhuma-re to Exhume.] The action or process 
of digging up or removing (a body, etc.) from 
beneath the ground. Also, an instance of this. 

1797 W. Seward Snppl. to A need. 288 Tracts relative to 
the exhumation in the great church at Dunkirk. 18x9 
Southey in Q.Rev. XXI. 373 The details of this barbarous 
exhumation are curious. 1831 Brewster Newton (1855) 
II. xxiv. 344 The dead body of Arsenius was, after exhu- 
mation, produced before the council of Tyre. 1851 D. 
Wilson Ann. II. hi. vi. 163 The exhumation of two 
oaken cists, 1869 E. A, Parkes Prad. Hygiene (ed. 3) 114 
Febrile affections produced by exhumations., of bodies. 

Exlmmator (e-ksihiwm^tai). [agent-n. f. L. 
exhumare to Exhume.] One who exhumes. 

1820 Blackw. Mag. VII. 321 The fraternal embrace of the 
exhumator of Tom Paine’s bones. 1831 Eraser's Mag. III. 
271 The exhumators of the remains of Adam Smith. 1832 
Maginn in Blackw. Mag. XXXII. 417 If the reformers of 
our day have no Hampden, they have his exhumator and 
biographer, Lord Nugent, 

Exhume (eksihiarm), v. [ad. F. exhume-r , ad. 
med.L. exhum-are ( 13 th c. in Du Cange), f. ex- out 
+ hum-us ground.] 

3L trans. To dig out or remove (something 
buried) from beneath the ground. 

1783 Watson Philip III (L.), More than a dozen bodies 
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were thus unnecessarily exhumed. 1848 Mrs. Jameson 
Sacr. <$• Leg. Art (1850) 101 It was not the manner of those 
days to exhume . . the bodies of holy men. 1862 Dana 
Man. Geol. 643 Bones that have been exhumed by the 
waves. 1863 Lyell Antiq. Matt 48 No less than 17 canoes 
had been, .exhumed. 1872 Baker Nile Tribut.vhi. i X2 The 
wild animals might have exhumed the body. 

b. transf. and Jig. To unearth, bring to light 
18x9 Scott Let. 3 Oct. in Lockhart , I - .go a day sooner to 
exhume certain old monuments of the Rutherfords at Jed- 
burgh, 5865 Lecky Ration. I. i. 104 The industry of mo- 
dern antiquarians has exhumed two or three obscure works. 
s866 Motley Dutch Rep. m. Hi. 403 The letters of the royal 
assassin, .were exhumed. 

2. To remove the overlying soil from. rare. 
xZ'jz Nicholson Palseont. 31 When we exhume an old 
land-surface the remains of Mammals may be found in 
tolerable plenty. 

Hence Erhirmed ppl. a. (in quots.yS#;). 

1840 Gladstone Ch. Princ. 19 They will give to those, as 
it were, exhumed verities a degree of weight and promin- 
ence. 1878 H. M. Stanley Dark Coni. II. xii. 356 The 
aborigines of these new and exhumed regions. 

Exliumer (eks,hiz?mai). [Las prec. + -erL] 
One who exhumes. 

1872 Mark Twain Innoc. Abr. xxx i. 243 The exhumers of 
Pompeii. > x886 Pall Mall G. 24 Apr. 5/2 The work of the 
exhumer is amply repaid. 

Exliybe : see Exhibe, Obs. 

Exibilate, exiceate, etc. : see Exsibilate, etc. 
t ExTconize, V. Obs. rare- 1 , [ad. Gr. efet- 
Kov'f-civ, f. *£- (see Ex- priff) + d/cwv image.] 
trans. To portray, depict. 

1641 Earl Manchester in Mountague's Let., etc. 12 Our 
faith.. is no other but what is exiconized in the Apostles’ 
creed. 

[Exidemic, -al; see List of Spurious Words.] 
+ E xient. Ckronol. Obs. rare. [ad. L. exiens, 
pr. pple. of exire\ see Exit. Cf. transient.] 
Preceded by a numeral : The (first, second, etc.) 
year reckoned from any epoch. 

1677 Cary Chronol. 67 The fourth Exient of the sixth 
Olympiad. Ibid. 223 The 3rd exient of Asa. 

Exies (e*ksiz), sb. pi. Sc. [? corruption of Ac- 
cess.] ? Hysterics. 

x8x6 Scott Antiq.xxxv , * Jenny Rintherout has ta’en the 
exies, and done naething but laugh and greet '. x8x8 — Br. 
Lamm, xi, ‘ The cook-maid in the trembling exies 
|| Exigeant (gksfgan), a. [Fr. pr. pple. of 
exiger , ad. L. exigere : see Exigent.] = Exacting 
ppl, a. 3 . Also used (with sbs. denoting women) 
in fern, form Exigeante (gksz^ant'). 

1803 Mar. Edgeworth Belinda viii, Clarence Hervey had 
been used to the brilliant and exigeante lady Delacour. 
1837 C’tess Blessington in C. Heath Bk. of Beauty 190 It 
scarcely satisfied the jealous and exigeant lover. 1871 R. 
H. Hutton Ess. 1 . 22 Falling into the jealous, exigeant, 
selfish type of affection. 

Exigence (e-ksid^ens). Also 7 exegence. 
[a. F. exigence , ad. L. exigentia, f. exigent-em , pr. 
pple. of exigere ; see Exigent.] 

1. The state or fact of being exigent ; urgent 
want ; need, necessity. 

1589 Puttenham Eng. Poesie 1. xx. (Arb.) 58 A priuat per- 
son, whose manner of life and calling hath no such exigence. 
1633 P. Fletcher Purple I si. viii. xvi, Their violence . . 
Was none, or weak in time of greatest exigence. 1691 T. 
H[ale] Nezo Invent. 130 So many, .as will suffice in time 
of Exigence. 1849 C. Bronte Shirley xxi, A churchwarden 
who feels the exigence of whitewash. 

fb. What is needed or required; demands, 
exigency, need, requirement ; Exigency 2 . Obs. 

1594 Hooker Eccl. Pol. 1. xiv. <i6xx) 43 According to the 
exigence of that speciall end whereunto they are intended. 
1642 Jer. Taylor Episc. (1647) 9 2 The nature of his offices 
. . and the whole exigence of the Epistle proclaime him 
Bishop. 1676 Hale Contempt. 1. 443 For the convenient 
support of the Exigences of my nature and condition. 17x0 
Tatter No. 252 T* 2 If we drink the least Proportion beyond 
the Exigence of Thirst. 1784C0WPER Task ir. 557 Ghostly 
counsel, if it. .fall Below the exigence. x8x8 Jas. Mill Brit. 
India 11 . iv. ix. 287 Supervisors, with powers adapted to the 
exigence of the case. 

2. A pressing state of circumstances, or one de- 
manding immediate action or remedy ; a sudden 
or pressing necessity ; an emergency ; a difficulty, 
extremity, strait. 

1643 True Informer 15 His Majesty . , summoned all his 
Nobles to appeare, to advise with them in this exigence. 
1671 Crowne Juliana iv, A warlike Fantome By heaven 
created for this exigence. 1702 C. Mather Magn. Chr. 11. 
iv. (1852) 124 Mr.Winthrop. .being, .in this exigence chosen 
the govemour. ^ 1726 Be Foe Hist Devil 1. xi. (1840) 160 
God himself relieved the Israelites in every exigence. 1824 
Scott Redgauntlet xxiii, Escape as unexpected as the 
exigence was threatening. 1863 Mrs. C. Clarke Shaks. 
Char. xvii. 434 Falstaff is equal to any exigence. 

IT 3. As a personal quality : Exactingness. rare. 
[After Fr. use ; cf. Exigeant.] 

[1839 Lady Lytton Cheveley (ed. 2) I. ii. 35 Mortgaging 
my time and patience by her exigence every hour in the 
day]. 1859 Helps Friends in C. Ser. 11. II. 102 The habit 
of exigence. That last is not a common English word. 
Exigency le'ksid^ensi). [ad. L. exigtntia : 
see prec. and -bncy.] The quality of being exigent. 
1. a. Exigent character, pressing state (of cir- 
cumstances, etc.), stringency (of requirements), 
b. Urgent want ; pressing necessity ; an instance 
of this ; in pi. pressing needs, straits. 
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a. 1769 Robertson Ckas. x . 224 Such immediate 

. .assistance as the exigency of her affairs required. 1704 
Paley EvitL 1. iv. (1817) 66 To inspire them with fortitude 
proportioned to the increasing exigency of the service. 18x6 
j. Gilbert Chr. Atonem . ix. (.1852; 289 Nor whatever the 
exigency of our circumstances, can we rationally doubt of 
needful assistance. 1848 Macaulay Hist. Eng . I. 577 The 
exigency of the case warranted him in borrowing . . a fine 
horse belonging to Dare. 

b- 1630 Wadsworth Pilgr. vii. 7 o [He] was driuen to 
such an exigency that he was constrained [etc.]. 1659 Geutl. 
C ailing (1696188 The amazing Exigencies of a sinking Man 
..excuse the folly of catching at Reeds. 1697 Drvden 
Virg. Past. Pref. (1721) I. 79 The Romans in great 
Exigency, sent for their Dictator from the Plow. 1707 
Addison Pres. St. War Wks. 1746 III. 245 We already 
complain of our want of bullion and must at last be reduced 
to the greatest exigencies. 1761 Sterne Tr. Shandy (1802) 
III. ii. 260 The natural exigency my father was under of 
rubbing his head. 1833 I. Taylor Fanat. ii. 37 The ex- 
treme exigency of the moment. 1863 Froude Hist. Eng. 
VIII. 61 Yet the Exigencies of England required peace. 

2 . That which is needed or required ; demands, 
needs, requirements: a. sing . ; now rare exc. in 
Law (see quot. 1883). b, pi. 

a. 1381 Lambarde Eiren. 111. i. (1588' 329 The residue 
were fined .. according to the exigencie and temper of their 
fault. 1662 Bk. Com. Prayer Pref., The various exigency 
of times and occasions. 1818 Jas. Mill Brit. India III. 
vi. i. 37 In his demands upon the Rajah.. Mr. Hastings had 
exceeded the exigency. 1850 W. Irving MahomeCxxxu. 
(1853) 164 The talents of Mahomet rose to the exigency of 
the moment. 1883 Sir F. Pollock in Law Rep. 11Q. Bench 
433 When the sheriff has seized the debtor’s goods, it is 
his duty to go on selling until he shall have realized enough 
to satisfy the exigency of the writ. 

b. 1674 Brevint Saul at Endor iv. 73 Devout persons 
are directed to several saints, for their several exigen- 
cies. 1724 Swift D rapier's Lett, iii, l intreat you will never 
suffer Mr. Wood to be a judge of your exigencies. 1857-8 
Sears A than. iv. 28 Those who think God will, .work mira- 
cles. .to meet the exigencies of theology. 

+ Exige’ndary. Law. Obs. [ad. med.L. exi- 
gmdarius , f. exigenda : see Exigent sb.- and ary 1.] 
= Exigenter. 

1607 Cowel Interpr. Exigendarie of the common bank . . 
is otherwise called Exigenter. 1721 in Bailey. 1848 in 
Wharton Law Lex. 

Exigend e : see Exigent sb . 2 
Exigent (e-ksid^ent), a. and sb . 1 Also 5 -ente, 
6-7 exegent (t, 7 exgigent. [ad. L. exigent- em, pr. 
pple. of exigere , f, ex out -f agere to drive : see 
Exact v. Cf, OF. exigent.] A. adj. 

1 . Requiring immediate action or aid ; pressing, 
urgent. 

1670 Clarendon Contempt, on Ps. Tracts ''1727) 6x7 That 
exigent cry for help. 1796 Burke Lett. Noble La. Wks. 
VIII. 46 At this exigent moment the loss of a finished man 
Is not easily supplied. 1856 Emerson Eng. Traits, Univ. 
Wks. <Bohn) II. 94 A fop . . in exigent circumstances, will 
play the manly part. 1882 T. Mozley Retain. II. Ixxxiii. 
98 There were other and more exigent demands [upon Deni- 
son’s means]. 

2 . Requiring a great deal ; demanding more than 
is reasonable ; exacting, pressing. 

i8z8 A. W. Fonblanque Engl, under 7 Administr. (1837) 
I. 144 It was said of some exigent man, that, etc. 1842 
Sir H. Taylor Edwin the Fair 11, ii, A love that clings 
not, nor is exigent, Encumbers not the active purposes, 
Nor drains their source, 2870 Emerson Soc. $ Solit ., Clubs 
Wks. (Bohn) III. 92 Varied foods, climates, beautiful ob- 
jects. .are the necessity of this exigent system of ours. 1871 
Morley Voltaire (18781 76 His restlessness .. was never 
tyrannical and exigent. 

b. Const of. 

1834 Sir H. Taylor Artevelde n. 1. Ii, But now this body, 
exigent of rest, Will needs put in a claim. 2871 Morley 
Vauvena rgues Grit. Misc. 20 An age when the intellect is 
usually most exigent of supremacy. 

B. sbP 

+1. A state of pressing need ; a time of extreme 
necessity ; a critical occasion, or one that requires 
immediate action or remedy ; an emergency, ex- 
tremity, strait. To bring, drive, put, etc. to, to 
take (an) exigent. Obs. 

c 1430 Lydg, Ord. Fools 4 Bacus and Tuna hath set abroche 
a tonne, [And] Brouthe the[r] braynys vn-to exigente. a 1548 
Hye way to Spyttel Hous ion in fiazl. E. P. P. IV, 67 In 
theyr fury they be so vyolent. That they wyll bryng one to 
an exegent. 1577 Hounshed Chron. II. 3 The duke seeing 
himselfe to be driuen to such an exigent. 1580 Sidney Ar- 
cadia iv. (1622) 413 In steed of doing any thing as the exi- 
gent' required, he began to make circles, a 1639 W , W hate- 
ley Prototypes 1. xvi. t 1640) 162 God will have a well in store, 
and shew it us at the exigent. 1729 Shelvocke Artillery 

iv. 300 In such Exigents this Mampulus may be recurred 
to. 1755 in Johnson. 2818 in Todd. 

’ b. Lnst pinch ; end, extremity. 

1586 A. Day Eng. Secretary 11.(1625)92 Here by degrees 
Is passed to the last exigent. 1591 Shaks. i Hen. Fly 11. 

v. 9 These Eyes. , Waxe dimme, as drawing to their Exigent. 

1600 Dr. Dodypoll iv. iii. in Bullen O. PI. III. 146 , 1 feare 
my barbarous rudenesse to her Hath driven her to some 
desperate exigent. 1631 Heywood Eng. Elm (1641) 141 
What a dangerous exigent must she needs come to, whose 
life was thus assaulted ? . . < 

•f* 2 . pi. Needs, requirements. Obs. ^ 

1609 Bible (Douayi 2 Esdras vii 65 He is bountiful, be- 
cause he wil geve according to exigentes. 1641 Chas. I m 
Rushw. Hist. Coll, nr, (1692) I. 536 Most effectual and pro- 
per for the present exigents of the Kingdom. 1677 Hale 
Contempt. 11. 11 Because it is not accommodate to all Uses 
and Exigents. 


b. A required amount ; a needed quantity. 

1840 Browning Sordello m. 337 His enterprise Marked, 
out anew, its exigent of wit Apportioned. 

Hence Endgently adv . , in an exigent manner. 
1889 W. Sharp in Academy 30 Nov, 352/3, 1 . .cannot but 
hope that he will not pursue too exigently Ins latest method, 
t Exigent, sb.~ Law. Obs, Also 5-6 exigend. 
[In 15th c. exigend , a. AF. exigende, ad. med.L. 
exigenda , gerundial pple. of exigere : see prec.] 
A writ commanding the sheriff to summon the 
defendant to appear and deliver up himself upon 
pain of outlawry ; also called writ of exigent. 

[1292 Britton i. ii. § 8 Et si ie pleyntif face defaute a null 
Counte, adunc cessent les 'exigencies jekes a nostre venue en 
le pays ] 1464 Paston Lett. No. 491. II . 161 He hath taken 
suerte that ye schall appere in the crastino animarum upon 
the exigents returnable. 1491 Act 7 Hen. FI I, c. 24 By 
reason 01 eny processe or exigend made within the same 
Countie. 1502 3 Plumpton Corr. 173 On tewsday last was 
the court . and then was ther none exegent called agaynst 
you. C1508 Ibid. 204 If I wold suffer the exigend, which 
I had agaynst you, not to goe out agaynst you. 1670 
Vaughan Bushelis Case in Phenix 1,1721) 1 . 429 The Party 
came into Court and demanded Oyer of the Exigent, 1678 
Butler Hndibras 111. L 1036 What Charms [must that 
Lady have], that can .. null Decree and Exigent. 1768 
Blackstone Comm. III. 283 If a non est inventus is re- 
turned upon all of them, then a writ of exigent or exigi 
facias may be sued out. 1848 in Wharton Law Lex. 

b. Phrases: Clerk of the Exigents ; to put in 
exigent ; to sue to (an) exigent. 

a 1577 Sir T. Smith Commiv. Eng. n. xiv. (i 6 o<p 61 The 
Clarke of the Exigent is to frame all manner of Processes 
of Exigi facias. 1628 Coke On Lilt. 114 a, Goods and chat- 
tels of those that be put in exigent. 1657 Burton's Diary 
(1828 II. 146 This Beavor, in Michaelmas term, had caused 
him to be sued to exigent. 2677 Land. Gaz. No. 1209 4 
Benjamin Hill, late Clerk of the Exigents. 1690 in Picton 
L'pool. Mimic. R ec. (1883 ) 1 . 300 John Hodgson is sued to an 
Extent by one John Brier, .in Trespasse. 

B'xigent (e*ksidgent), v. [f. Exigent sb . 1 
and. -.] tram. fa. To subject (a person or thing) 
to. b. To carry out a writ of exigent against. 

1656 S. H. Gold. Law 4 [They] forfeit their faith, .to their 
Lord, the Publike Welfare, by exigenting it to intolerable 
sufferings and dangers. 1837 Pa 1. grave Merck. <$- Friar iv. 
241 Were you by the Coroner in County Court duly exi- 
gented and proclaimed? 

t E'xigenter, Law. Obs. Also 7 exigemtor, 
-egenter. [a. AF. exigenter, f. exigente, exigende : 
see Exigent sb.*] An officer of the Court of 
Common Pleas who made out all exigents and 
proclamations in cases pertaining to outlawry. 
Also, in 1 8- 1 9th c., a similar officer of the Court 
of King’s Bench. 

[*432 Act 10 Hen. FI, c. 4 Null Filicer Exigenter ne autre 
Officer.] 2512 Act 4 Hen. Fill, c. 4 § 2 The Felyssour or 
exigenter in whose offyee suche sute is taken. 1654 View 
Regulation of Chancery 20 The Filacers and Exigentors . . 
in the Court of Common Pleas. 1672 E. Chambkrlayne 
A ngliae Notit ia <ed, 6> 218 [In the Court of Common Pleas] 
There are also four Exigenters, whose Office is to make all 
Exigents and Proclamations in all Actions where Process 
of Outlawry doth lye. 1691 Wood Ath. Oxon. I. 317 He 
, . had given to him the Exegenters Office of the Common 
Pleas. 1784 Town <5* Country Mag. 7 Jan, 56 Ackland, 
esq. deputy filazer and exigenter to the court of King's 
bench. 1837 Act 7 Will. IF § 1 Viet. c. 30 sched. A, Offices 
abolished by this Act . . On the Plea Side of the Court of 
Queen’s Bench . . Filacer, Exigenter, and Clerk of the Out- 
lawries . . In the Court of Common Pleas . . Exigenter and 
Clerk of the Supersedeas. 

|| Exigi facias (e-ksidgsi ffS-Jises). Law. [L. 
phrase, lit. * that you cause to be demanded f. 
exigere to demand, exact, and facere to make, 
cause.] * Exigent sb$ 

<22577 Sir T. Smith Commzv. Eng. n. xiv. (1609)61 The 
Clarke of the Exigents is. to frame all manner of Processes 
of Exigi facias. 1848 in Wharton Law Lex. 

Exigible (e-ksid^ib’l), a. [as if ad. L. *exigi- 
bilis , f. exigere : see Exact v. Cf. F. exigible.] 
That may be exacted; demandable, requirable, 
chargeable. Const, against, from (a person). 

1610 W. Fot.kingham Art of Survey hi. v. 72 This [ser- 
vice] is not now exigible. 2792 T, Jefferson Writ. (1859) 
III. 339 There is no part of our debt exigible at this time, 
1834 f ait’s Mag. I. 543 They were all charged the full sum 
exigible on their rent. 1883 I.d. Blackburn in Law Rep. 9 
App. Cases 65 Whether the duty on post-horses was exigible 
in respect of post-horses carrying an express, etc. 

Exiguity (eksighriti). [ad. L. exigititds, f. 
exiguus : see Exiguous.] The quality or condi- 
tion of being exiguous ; scantiness in measure ; 
smallness in size or quantity, littleness. 

1623-6 in Cockeram. 1658 J. Robinson Endoxa 1. n6 
Sense is . . puzled at the exiguity of particular moats. 2664 
Power Exp. Philos. i, u 'Their yexceeding exiguity ,* for' 
certainly of all Animals:' they are the least. ' ,1846 Blackzv. 
Mag. LX. 589 Astonished at the exiguity of the plats placed 
before him. ■ 1873 Whitney Orient. Stud. 242' We are dis- 
appointed at the exiguity of the results. 

concr. 1664 Power Exp. Philos. Pref. 8 The Insectile 
automata (those living exiguities). 

ExigtLOUS (egzrgkqos), a. [f. L. exigu-us 
scanty in measure or number (f. exigere to weigh 
strictly : see Exact v .) + -ous.] Scanty in measure 
or number; extremely small, diminutive, minute. 

2651 Biggs New Disp.r 141 Of great vCrtue, yet of an 
exiguous quantity. 2654 tr. Scudery’s Cnrza Pol. 39 If 
they have any being, it is so- exiguous, that it is scarce 


visible, a 1708 J. Philips Fall of Chloe’s Jordan 100 Pro- 
tected mice, The race exiguous. .Their mansions quit, 1858 
Carlyle Fredk. Gt. v. v. The soldier’s pay is in the highest 
degree exiguous ; not above three half-pence a day. 1882 
Pall Mall G. 23 May 3 The judgment of the House of Lords 
on the exiguous point raised by the Bordesley appeal. 
Hence EadL’ gnousaiess = Exiguity. 

1730-6 Bailey (folio ', Exiguousness, littleness, smallness. 
2775 in Ash. 2888 Sat. Rett. 22 Sept. 352/1^ No. 2, though 
its apparent exiguousness might suggest a different conclu- 
sion, is a number of the highest importance. 

Exile (e’ksGil, e*gzoil), sb . 1 Also 4 exil, 5-6 
exyl(e, exyll(e. [a. OF. exil, refashioned form of 
essil, state of banishment, also (cf. sense 2) devas- 
tation, destruction = Pr. essilk , semi-popular ad. L. 
exsilium state of banishment, f. ex* out + sal- ( = Skr. 
sar- to go), root of satire to leap (whence also 
exsul : see Exul) ; cf. consilium Counsel. In 
sense 2, OF. essil is a vbl. sb. {.essiller: see Exile 
v. 4. (Formerly accented exide.)] 

1 . Enforced removal from one’s native land ac 
cording to an edict or sentence; penal expatriation 
or banishment ; the state or condition of being 
penally banished ; enforced residence in some for- 
eign land. Phrases, + To go, put in or to exile ; to 
drive, go, send into exile. 

In Israditish history spec, the captivity of the Jews in the 
5th century b.c. 

a 1300 Cursor M. 1154 (Cott.) Wit all hou sal hi halden vile, 
Quar-sa wendes in exile. <22330 R. Brunne Chron. 
(1810) 131 Howalle his kynde exile was on f»am laid, c 1374 
Chaucer Booth. 1. iii. 10 Whi art J>ou comen in to \>h soli- 
tarie place of inyn exil. c 1425 Wyntoun Cron. vn. viii. 44 
Saynt Thomas In Frawns, as in-til Exile, was. 1529 Ras- 
tell Pasty me (18111 41 He was put to exyle in to y yle of 
Sardeyn. 2592 Shaks. Rom. 6* j/ul. v. iii. 211 Griefe of my 
Sonnes exile hath stopt her breath. 2667 Milton P.L. 1. 
63a These puissant Legions, whose exile Hath emptied 
Heav’n. 1709 Strype A tin. Ref. 1 . xiii. 177 The first 
bishops . . newly returned out of their exiles, as Cox, Grin- 
da! [etc.]. 2732 Lrdiard Sethos II. x. 365 He had taken 

the advantage of his exile to travel. 1838 Lytton 11. 

i, I accept them : provided, first, that thou obtainest the 
exile or death of Muza. 1845 S. Austin Ranke's Hist. 
Ref. III. 35 Zapolya neglected no means by which he could, 
from his exile at Tarnow, keep Hungary in a state of agita- 
tion. 1868 E. Edwards Raleigh I. xxL 460 Exile was made 
the condition of his pardon. 

b. gen. Expatriation, prolonged absence from 
one’s native land, endured by compulsion of circum- 
stances or voluntarily undergone for any purpose. 

2393 Gower Conf. III. 187 To do profile to the comune 
He toke of exile the fortune, c 1400 Destr. Troy 724 Soche 
a maiden . . hat forsec hir fader & hir fre londe . . Auntrede 
hir to Exile euer for jp>i [Jason’s] sake. 2526 Pilgr. Perf. 
(W. de W. 1531) 298 For thy exile and fleynge in to Egypte. 
1548 Hall Chron. 242 b, He so, ..greyed his nobilitie. .that 
some of their volunrarie will, went into Exile. 1848 Ma- 
caulay Hist. Eng. L 519 After an exile of many years# 
Dudley North returned to England with a large fortune. 

C. transf. and fig. 

c 1315 Shoreham 19 Codes flesche and eke hys blode . . 
frevereth ous in oure exil. 2340 Hampoi.e Pr. Consc. 1165 
pe world es na thyng elks Bot en hard exil, in qwilk men 
duelles. 2340 Ayeub. 131 Huan he, .y-zi^h pise wordle pet ne 
is bote an exil and a dezert uol of lyons. c 1450 Castle lid. 
Life St, Cuthb. (Surtees) 7994 pe same bischope . . Fra his 
kirke was putt in exile. 1547 A ct 37 Hen. Fill , c. 2 The 
couersion therof [Hounsloo Heathe] into tillage .. by 
mennes labour, .shall be an exile of idlenesse in those par- 
ties. 2592 Shaks. Rom . % Jul. m. iiL 20 Banished is 
banisht from the world, And worlds exile is death. 1606 
Sylvester Du Bartas 11. iii. Vocation, All our life and Age 
Is but an exile and a Pilgrimage, 1878 B. Taylor Deu- 
kalian 1. i. 20 And out of its exile The passion return. 

d. at t rib. 

2720 W elton Suffer. Son of God I. viii. 202 Thou Deigned 
to Come down . . to dwell with Me in this Exile- World. 
Ibid. I. ix, 207 Man, a Pilgrim upon Earth . . should sanc- 
tify his Exile-state, by these Trials. 

f 2 . Waste or devastation of property; ruin, 
utter impoverishment. To put in exile [OF. metre 
a essil] : to ravage (a country), ruin (a person). Obs. 

[1267 Act 52 Hen. Ill, c. 23 Item firmarii tempore firma- 
rum suarum vastum, vendicionem, sen exilium non faciant, 
in domibus, boscis, hominibus, neque, &c.] c 1386 Chaucer 
Melib. r 869, I - .purpose me. . to putte hem in exil for ever- 
more. C2450 Lonelich Grail liii. 96 oure rem with- 
owten kyng be ony while. It myhte sone thanne fallen into 
exylle. 2483 Caxton G. de la Tour Evjb, He began 
werre to his neyghbours .. in so much that the reame was 
put in exyl. 2490 — Eneydos xxii. (1890) 8t Her cyte and 
landes of Cartage' are all dystroied and toumed in exyll. 

" 1548 Udall, etc. Erasm. Par. John 74 a. The temple -w as 
'„ .repayred after the exile that was made at Hierusalem by 
the Persians. 1618 Pulton St at. 52 Hen. Ill, c. 23 Fermors, 
during their termes, shall not make wast, sale, nor exile 
of House, Woods, and' Men . . without speciall licence. [So 
1700 in J. Tyrrell Hist. Eng. II. 2114.] : ' 

Exile (e*kssil\ sb . 2 [Of obscure formation; 
perh. merely a concrete use of Exile sb 1 1 (cf. 
OF. and M E. prison — prisoner) ; the development 
of sense may have been produced by direct asso- 
ciation with L. exsul. It may however be f. 
Exile v .] ^ , , 

1 . A banished person ; one compelled to reside 
away from his native land. 

c 1330 Artlu # Merl. (Kolbing) 8922 To lese his londes & 
ben exil. c 2450 Castle II d. Life St. Cuthb . (Surtees) 
5308 Of ]mt bisebop, Jrat lange whyle had liene fra bis 
kirk exile. 1588 Shaks. Tit. A. in. i. 285 Get thee from my 
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sight, Thou art an Exile, and thou must not stay, x6tt 
Bible Isa. li. 14 Thecaptiue exile hasteneth that he may be 
loosed. 1697 Dryden Fire. Eel t. 91 O must the wretched 
Exiles ever mourn, Nor after length of rowling Years re- 
turn? 2759 Robertson Hist. Seel I. n. 85 This unhappy 
exile.. was destined to be the father of a race of kings. 
2824 W. Irving T. Trav. II, 105 Had been found guilty of 
the crime of patriotism, and was. .an exile from his country. 
1874 Green Short Hist. vii. 399 Thousands of Flemish 
exiles found a refuge in the Cinque Ports. 

attrib . and Comb . 1790 Norman <$■ Bertha I. 3 Thither 

froward fate pursued this amiable exile pair. 1856 Grote 
Greece n. xcv.XII. 439 The officers of Antipater, called in 
the language of the time exile-hunters, were . . on the look- 
out to seize these proscribed men. 1888 Century Mag. May 
3 A careful study of the exile system [of Russia.] Ibid. 4 
Officers of the Exile Administration, 
b. transf. and jig. 

1770 Goldsm, Des. VilL 365 The poor exiles . .Hung round 
the bowers, and fondly looked their last. 1820 W. Irving 
Sketch Bk. I. 144 An exile from the paternal roof. 1843 
Neale Hymns for Sick 58 Thy grace in us, poor exiles 
yet, implant. 1852 Ear? Gold. Col. Australia too The 
convict system ceased in New South Wales in 1839 ; but 

* exiles ’ as they were termed, i. e. men who had passed 
their probation at home, were forwarded till 1843. 

2 . attrib. in Exile-tree , Exile-oil-plant , a name 
applied in India to the Thevetia neriifoUa (N.O. 
Apocynacese ), a plant introduced into that country 
from the West-Indies or tropical America. 

^ It has large saffron-coloured flowers, and the bark is used 
in medicine as an antiperiodic. 

1865 Madras Quart, Jrnl. Med, Science VIII. 195, I met 
with a large solitary tree, .and from its situation, it occurred 
to me . . that the popular English name of * Exile * seemed 
very appropriate. 1868 Waring Pharmacopoeia of India 
138 A West Indian shrub, domesticated in India, and culti- 
vated under the name of The Exile or Vellcnv Oleander. 
1884 Syd. Soc .. Lex., Exile*tree. 1884 Miller Plant -n. s.v. 
Oil-plant, Exile. Ibid. s. v. Thevetia, Exile-oil-plant. 

Exile (e'ksail, e*gz9il), a. Obs. or arch. [ad. L. 
exilis thin, lank. Cf. F. exile (Cotgr.). 

The ultimate etymology is disputed ; some regard it as 
contracted from *exigilis, f. exigere (cf. Exiguous ; others 
as f. ex- privative -Vilia entrails, the primary sense being 
assumed to have been ‘ disembowelled ’.] 

1 . Slender, shrunken, thin ; diminutive. 

c 1420 Pallad . on Hush. xi. 387 Ache seede. . Wherof the 
flaume hath lefte a core exile, 16x1 Cotgr. s. v. Champ, 
Excellent spirits are often lodged in exile, or small, bodies. 
1671 Flamsteed in Rigaud Corr. Sci. Men 1841) II. 124, 
I saw the Anses of Saturn very exile. 1687 H. More App. 
Aniid. (17x2) 225 This actual division of the whole into so 
many subtile, exile, invisible particles. 

2 . Attenuated, thin. Of theories : Fine-spun. 

1610 W. Folkingham Art of Survey 1. viii. 18 That 

ground which . . breathes . . forth exile and fumie vapours 
quickly vanishing.. is. .plyant for the plowe. 1626 Bacon 
Sylva § 75 Meanes , . to draw forth the Exile heat which is 
in the Air. Ibid. § 155 His Voice plainly, .made extreame 
sharp and exile, like the Voice of Puppets. 1647 H. More 
Song- of Soul 1. JPref., These exile Theories. 1797 Hist . in 
Ann. Reg. 17 8/r It is not . .the paper that is, in fact, the sub- 
stitute for money but something still more exile ; the 
promise, .stamped upon it. 

f b. Grk. Gram. Unaspirated. Obs. 

167 1 H. M. tr. Erasm. Colloq. 202 If ou be acuted and 
exile, etc. 

3 . Meagre, scanty ; * lean poorly endowed. 
Also of soils : Poor, barren. 

c X420 Pallad. on Hush. xt. 30 In lande ther ayerishoot 
and drie, And erthe exile or hilly drie or lene, Vynes beth 
best ysette. 1525 Wolsey in Ellis Grig. Lett. 11. 99 II. 18 
The Suppression of certain exile and small Monasteries, 
*535 Cranmer in Strype Eccl. Mem. I. xxvi. 189 Their 
benefices were so exile . . that no learned man would take 
them. 1565 W. Alley Poor Man’s Libr. I. Ded. A iij, 
The little talent of my exile and sclender learnyng. 1654 
Fuller Comm. Ruth (1868) 123 Is it not a petty, a small, 
exile courtesy. 1685 H. More Paralip. Proph. 451 A more 
magnificent expression of what is, Chap. II, said in more 
exile phrase, 1863 J. R. Walbran Mem. Fountains Ab. 
(Surtees) I.50 The convent was in the most exile condition, 
b. quasi -adv. 

# 1654 Gayton Pleas. Notes 1. iii. 8 The ingeniousest Wits 
in the world have been such who feed exiiest, or most 
slenderly. 

Exile (e'ksoil, e’gzoil), v. Forms : 4-6 exil(I, 
exeile, 4 earile-n, 5 exylie, 4- exiJe. [ad. OF. ex- 
ilier (12th c.), learned form of essillier, esseillier , 
etc. late L. exilidre, f. ex{s)ilium Exile sb . 1 
In OF. the vb. has chiefly the sense to ravage, 
devastate (cf. sense 4 below) ; for the development 
of meaning cf. exterminate. (Formerly accented 
exile ; so always in Shaks. and Milton.)] 

1 . tram. To compel (a person) by a decree or 
enactment to leave his country; to banish, ex- 
patriate : a. with from , f out of ; also + into. to. 

a 1330 Roland $ V. 39 J>e king ebrahim Out of lond exiled 
him. 1393 Gower Conf, II. 156 Afterwarde into an ile This 
Jupiter him didde exile. 0x450 Merlin x. 145 (They should] 
go vpon the kynge Arthur . . and so exile hym fro all the 
contree. 1493 Festivall { W. de W. 1515) 73 The emperpur 
ecyled Iohan ..into the yle of Pathmose. 1592 Shaks. 
Rom. 4 Jul. m. i. 192 For that offence. Immediately we 
doe exile him hence. 1664 H. More Myst. Iniq. xi, 35 
Whom assuredly they could not think exiled from 
Heaven. 1756-7 tr. Key sleds Trav. (1760) III. 242 Ra- 
venna . . very kindly received Dante, when he was exiled 
from Florence. 

b, with double obj. (Cf. Banish.) 

1570-6 Lambarde Peramb. Kent (t 862) 179 Godwine. .and 
his Sonnes were exiled the Realme. 1606 Earl North- 


ampton in True <f* Perfect Relat. E e iij a, For Conspiracy 
..was the Archb, Cant, exiled the Kingdom. 1608 J. King 
Serm. 24 Mar. 3 He . . was exiled the world. 2822 S. 
Rogers Columbus in. 21 All, exiled the realms of rest, In 
vain the sadness of their souls suppressed. 

G. simply . Also f to exile forth* 

C1330 R. Brunne Ckron. (1810) 58 perfor was |>e dome 
gyuen. .To exile J>e erle Godwyn. 2393 Gower Conf. III. 
263 The fader . . Forth with the sone they_ exile, c 2400 
Destr. Troy 13070 Orestes, .shu Id render his Iondes, And 
be exilede for euermore. £1470 Henry Wallace iv. 182 
Sum part off tham.. That Makfadsan had exilde furth be* 
fome. a 2471 Citron. Rich. II, etc. (Camden 1856) 13 The 
kyng [Rich. II]. .exilid the duke of Hereforde for terme of 
x. yeer. 1579 Lyly E up hues (Arb.) 186 Thou takest it 
heavily that thou shouldest be. .exiled without cause. 1697 
Dryden FEneid 1. 3 The man. .who forc’d by fate. .ExpeU’a 
and exil'd, 2840 Mrs. Browning Drama of Exile Poems 
1850 1 . 91 Hear us sing above you * Exiled is not lost \ 
f d. intr. To be in exile ; = L. exsulare. 7-are. 
a 1300 Cursor M. 2582 (Cott.1 A uoice. .said. .In egipte 
suld his sede exile In tharldon four hundret ^ere. a 2618 
Sylvester Du Bartas (1621) 1041 The more the Body dures, 
Soul more indures ; Never too soon can Shee from thence 
exile. 

2 . transf and fig. To banish or separate from 
(one’s home, a pleasant or endeared place or asso- 
ciation). Const, as in 1 a, b, c. 

1340 Hampole Pr. Consc. 2974 pe Saules here . . Er exild fra 
pis lyf til payn, With-outen any turnyng agayn. 2500-20 
Dunbar In Prays of Woman , Exylit he suld be of all gud 
company. 2526 Tindalk Acts iii. 23 Every soule which 
shall not heare that same prophet shal be exyled [ed. 1534 
destroyed; so in Wyclif (2382-8 , Bible 12611), etc.] from 
the people. 2578 Gitde <$• Godl. Ball. 118 That will [free 
will] thy presence hes me exilit. 2590 Shaks. Mids. A.ni. 
ii. 386 They wilfully themselves exile from light. 2601 B. 

J onson Poetaster iv. vii, Exiled the circle of the court. 1749 
G. West tr. Pindar , 1st Pythian Ode (R.'» Exil'd from 
Praise, from Virtue, and the Muse. 1781 Cowper Charity 
243 , 1 am free; At my best home, if not exiled from thee. 1814 
Jane Austen Watsons xxvi, You are fitted for society and 
it is shameful you should be exiled from it. 1856 Emerson 
Eng. 'Traits, Aristocr. Wks. (Bohn II. 80 The French live 
at court, and exile themselves to their estates for economy, 
f 3 . To banish, expel, get rid of. Obs. 
c 1380 Wyclif Sel. Wks. II. 385 pis oonhede pat Crist 
made is wel npe excilid. 1393 Gower Conf. 1 . 13 pe pesti- 
lence, Which nap exiled pacience Fro pe clergie in special. 
c 1430 Lydg. Compl. Bl. Knt. lxxiii, For to exile Trouthe 
, .Out of her Court. 2483 Caxton G. de la Tour Q iv, Her 
lord exyled and put her fro hym. c 1534 tr. Pol. Verg. Eng. 
Hist. (Camden) I. 27 Gildas . . exilinge all fables, most er- 
nestlie embraceth truth. 1563-87 F oxe A . 4- M. (1684) III. 
431 None, that had not clean exiled all humanity. 2593 
Shaks. 2 Hen. VI, iii. i. 46 Equitie [is] exil’d your High- 
nesse Land, a 2649 Drumm. of Hawth. Poems Wks. 
27 That place ..Where black-brow'd night doth not exile 
the day. 2700 Dryden Fables , Cymon 4- Ipkig. 218 His 
brutal manners from his breast exiled, 

t II. 4 . To devastate, ravage, bring to min. 
Obs. Cf. Exile sbA- 3. 

c 1430 Pilgr. Lyf Mankode \. xvj i86p) 12 pilke pat wolen 
exile f>e hous of grace dieu and dispoile it of hire goodes. 
a 1470 Tiptoft C&sarxiii. (2530) 18 Hys cunt™ so robbed, 
pylled & exyled [vastatis]. 1482 Caxton Myrr. 1. vi. 32 
Yf ne were theyre . . good preehynge . . Cristente shold be 
exyled by errour and euyl byleue. 2523 Ld. Berners Froiss. 
I. xxvi. 38 He wasted, .all the playn countrey of Scotland, 
and exiled diuerse townes. a 1533 Huon clxii. 633 They 
exyle your countre, they sle men, women and chyldren. 

Exiled 1 (e-ksaild),///. a. [f. Exile v . + -edI.] 
In various senses of the verb. 

£•2375 Lay Folks Mass-bk. (MS. B.) 379 Horn pat are in 
ille lyue. .seke or prisonde. .pore, exilde, deserit. c 2430 tr. 
T. d Kempis ’ I'mit, 125 pe exiled sones of Eue weilen. 
£■1500 Melusine 212, I. .fornede you that ye byleue not the 
Counseill of none exilled and flemed fro his land. 1605 Shaks. 
Mach. v. viii. 66 Our exil’d Friends. 1632 J. Hayward tr. 
Biontii sEromena 108 The sicke woman . . recovered together 
with her strength, her before exiled beauty. 1718 Rowe tr. 
Lucan 1. 505 To thee, behold, an Exil’d Band we come. 2794 
Southey Bot. BayEclog . 1, Still wilt thou . . present The fields 
of England to my exiled eyes. 2874 Green Short Hist. vi. 
298 The exiled Greek scholars were welcomed in Italy. 

absol. 1839 E. D. Clarks Trav. vi. 24/2 Tobolski, from 
the number, .of the exiled, is become a. .populous city. 

[Exiled 2 : see List of Spurious Words.] 
Exilement (e’ksailment). Also 7 exilment. 
7'a?r in mod, use. [f. as prec. + ment.] The action 
of exiling; the state or fact of being exiled; 
banishment, exile. 

2548 Gest Pr. Masse 117 The godlye fathers in theyr 
exilement wandering in forren contreis. 1652 Gataker Life 
Bale in Fuller’s Abel Ref iv. 504 An inseparable., com- 

? anion . . with him in all his troubles and exilments. 2738 
Ieal Hist. Purit. IV. 233 He [Charles II] abjured the Pro- 
testant religion soon after the exilement of the Royal family. 
2803 W. Taylor in Ann. Re%>. I. 435 Their exilements , . 
have increased the number of foreign scholars among them. 

Exilent, obs. form of Excellent. 
t Sxiler* Obs . [f. as prec. + -er ’.] One who, 
or that which, exiles (in senses of vb.). Also fig. 

2382 Wyclif Judith viii. 25 Thei . . that temptaciouns 
resseyueden not with the drede of God., ben exilid of the 
exilere [1388 distried of a distriere ; Vulg. exterminati sunt 
ab exterminatorel&nd of serpen tis pershiden. £1450 Crt. of 
Lor>e 598 Love is extier aye of vice and sin. 2645 J. Bond 
Occasus Occid. 25, I find that sin notoriously branded as an 
Exiler, not only of Persons, but of whole Churches. 
Exilian (egz-, eksidian), a. [f. L. exf)ili-um 
(see Exile sb.l) + -an.] = next. 

1882-3 Schaff Encycl. Relig. Knowl. III. 2106 Well- 
hausen considers the second account as., of exilian or 


post-exilian origin. 2888 Cave Inspir. O. Test. v. 277 The 
prophetical writers prior to the exilian period. 

Exilic (egz-, eksi-Iik), a. [f. Exile sb. + -ic,] 
Of or pertaining to exile ; esp . the exile, or period 
of the exile, of the Jews in Babylon. 

[1871 F. Bolton Delitzsch’s Comm. Ps. cxviii. III. 223 
It is without any doubt a post-exilic son^.] 1888 S, R, 
Driver Isaiah v. 188 Whether . . it be Isaiah or an exilic 
prophet who speaks. 2890 G. A. Smith Isaiah II. p. xvii, 
Almost every metaphor . . may be referred to the book of 
Isaiah, and mostly to its exilic half. 

+ £xr lienc®. Obs. 7-are. [f. Exilient ; see 
-ence.] The state of being ‘ exilient ’ ; exultation, 
rapture ; also fig. 

2623 Holyday Serm. (2626) 2 His iust exilience is so 
great. 2655 tr. Francion xi. 15 This News did so ravish 
him with an exilience of joy. ^1711 Ken Anodynes Poet. 
Wks. 1722 III. 473 You may . .my full Exilience hit. — Pre- 
paratives ibid. IV. 226 Heav'n-born Perfume will . . raise 
Exilience. 

+ Exiliency. Obs. [f. Exilient; see - ency.] 
= prec. Also concr. an outburst, outcome. 

2640 Bp. Reynolds Passions xi. 100 In embracings, kisses, 
in the exiliency and egresse of the spirits in the expansion 
of the heart, a 1662 Heyun Laud 11. 294 Which, .ought to 
be rather attributed to some exiliency of humane frailty, 
t Bxi'lient, a. Obs. Also 7 exh-. [ad. L. ex- 
( sMlientcm , pr. pple. of ex{$)ilire to spring out 
or forth, f. ex- out + sallre to spring.] That leaps 
forth or springs up ; exulting, bounding ; active, 
alert. 

2669 Addr. to Yng , Gentry Eng, 77 He might have the 
high spring-tides of exhilient joy enlarging their channels. 
a 17 1 1 Ken Christ ophil Poet. Wks. 1721 I. 478 Th' exilient 
Strings . . leap up into Chords. — Edmund ibid. 1 1 . 20 God's 
Will . . you all live exilient to fulfil. — - Hymnothco ibid. 
III. 84 The Saints exilient Dust from Tombs uncas’d, Shall 
into Limbs be mutually embrac’d, 
f Exilila. Obs. Also 6 exeleres, exilya, ex- 
uiila. 

2526 Will Ric. Hanchett 'Somerset Ho.), A pair of beades 
of exilila gauded with silver, 2528 MS. List of Jewelry 
(Pub. Rec. Office', A pair of bedys of exulila, with the v 
woundes. 1537 Will Ctess Oxford (Somerset Ho.', Exe- 
leres bedes. 1538 Will Paxforde (Somerset Ho.), Bedes 
of exilya. 

Exiling (e-kssiliij), vbl. sb. [f. Exile v. + 
-ing L] The action of the vb. Exile ; an instance 
of the same ; the state of being exiled, banish- 
ment, exile. Now only gerundial. 

£■2374 Chaucer Boeth. 1. iii. 11 Yif hou hast notknowen 
he exilynge of anaxogore. £2380 Antecrist in Todd 3 
Treat. Wyclif xx6 Whenne cristen men weren compellid bi 
ex.’Iyngis, betyngis & dej?is to make sacrifice to ydols. 1387 
Trevisa Higden Rolls) II. 343 Cadmus chees his exilynge 
in Grecia. 2398 — Barth. De P. R. xvm. xxv. (1495) 
784 The kynge came oute of exilynge. c 1430 Lydg. Bochas 
1. vii, [He] Humble of his cheare toke his exilinge. 2516 
Pynson Life St. Birgette in Myrr. our Ladye p. Iv, In the 
exilynge of a certeyn man I was ouermoche rygorouse. 
*635 Sibbks Soul’s Conf. (1638) 3 His exiling from Gods 
house. 

t Exilrtioii, Obs . [f. L. ex{s)ilT-re (see Exi- 
lient) + -TioN.] A leaping or springing up or 
foith. 

2646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. n. v. 88 Sulphur and 
small-coale mixed will not take fire with noise, or exilition. 
2656-81 in Blount Glossogr. 2712 J. Greenwood Eng. 
Gram. 294 This ing . .is used.. to denote a single but not 
manifold exilition or leaping up. 2755 in Johnson. 
Exility (eksrliti). [ad. L. exTlitat-em , n. of 
quality f. exilis Exile a.] 

1 . Shrunken or attenuated condition, smallness in 
number or size ; thinness, slenderness, meagreness, 

2528 St. Papers Hen. Fill, II. 230 The Kingis revenues 
be brought to suche exilitie, that they suffice nat to ordi- 
narie charges, c 1534 tr. Pol. Ferg. Eng. Hist. \ Camden) I. 
72 The place wherin thei foughte was verie streyght, and 
therfore commodius to the exilitee of the Romains. 2642 
Prynne Antip . 270 The exilitie and smalenesse of his learn- 
ing. 1750 G. Hughes Barbadoes 41 They [Guinea worms] 
are exceeding long in respect to their great exility and thin- 
ness. _ 1779-82 Johnson L. P., Cowley Wks. II. 24 Subtlety 
. .in its original import means exility of particles. 1813 J. 
Forsyth Remarks on Antiq., etc. during an Excursion 
Italy 382 The apparent height and the exility admired in 
a Gothic pillar. 2829 H. Busk Festriad iv. 313 His exility 
of snout, 2847 in Craig. 

t b. Smallness or slenderness of income or 
revenue ; poorness, poverty. Obs. 

2559 Arp. Barker, etc. in Parkers Corresp . (1853) 200 In 
consideration of the exility of the bishopricks. 2562 Grin- 
dal Let. to A bp* Parker Wks. (1843) 252 If by exility or 
decay of benefices . . any arrearages be. 1652 Fuller's Abel 
Rediv.,Andre7vcs (1867* II. 261 His majesty . .(because of 
the exility of that bishopric) soon after added the parsonage 
of Cheyham. 2774 Hutchins Hist. Dorset I, 63 The 
bishop of Sarum sets forth the exility of the two churches 
. .which were not sufficient to maintain a priest each. 

2 . Of a sound, spirit, a woven substance, etc, : 
Tenuity, thinness, fine texture. Hence of imma- 
terial things : Refinement, subtlety. 

1626 Bacon Sylva § 154 The Voice or other Sound is 
reduced, by such passage to a great Weakness or Exility. 
2647 H. More Song of Soul it. ii. 11. xxi, This souls thin 
spread exility. 1752 Harris Hermes in. iv. Wks. (2842) 
232 Bodies so exceedingly fine, that their very exility makes 
them susceptible of sensation. 2802 Paley Nat. Theol. xxi. 
§ 4 (2829) 334 This extreme exility [of light) though difficult 
to conceive, is easy to prove. 1802 Ann. Reg. it The Act of 
Faith.. is expressed. .on the thinnest paper, the exility of 
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which [etc.]. 1841 D’Xsrae Vi Amen. Lit (1859') I. a86 [They] 
could not appreciate such exility of elegance, and such sub- 
limated refinement. 1866 J. Martineau Ess. I. i 44 The 
extreme exility of the evidence. 

b. concr . A refinement, subtlety. 

1647 H. More Poems in The soul . . contemns as nought 
unseen exilities. 

t Eximiety. Oh .- 0 [ad. late L. eximietdt - 

em, f. eximiits: see Eximious.] Excellency, 

1656-81 in Blount Glossogr. 1692 in Coles. 1730-6 in 
Bailey .folio). X775 Ash, Eximity . 

Eximious (egzrmias), a. Now rare. [f. L. 
eximi-us excepted, select, choice (f. eximere : see 
Exempt vl) + -ous.] 

Common in 17 th c. literature : the few examples in 19th c. 
are humorously bombastic or pedantic. 

Excellent, distinguished, eminent. 

1547 Boorde Brev, Health ccxxxvi, Kynges, and kynges 
sones, and other noble men hath ben. eximious Phisicions. 
1619 W. Sclater Expos. i Tkess. (1630) 236 Things . . exi- 
mious and eminent in loue aboue many other Graces. 
1657 Tomlinson Renou's Disp. 502 This syrupe is eximious 
against many affections. 1678 Cudworth Intell. Syst , 1. v. 
709 Our Saviour Christ, was unquestionably, that One Ex- 
imious Prophet, which God. .promised to send. x68x Glan- 
vill Sadducismm 11. 187 There is in this Relation an ex- 
imious example of the Magical venome of Witches. 1710 
R. Ward Life H. More 22 This Eximious Person. 1829 
T. L. Peacock Misfort . Elpkin. 103 All [were] the most 
eximious and transcendent persons of the earth. 1865 Car- 
lyle Fredk.Gt. xm. ii, Oh ye wigs, and eximious wig- 
blocks, called right-honourable. 1868 Browning Ring # 
JBk. ix. 109 The picture be for our eximious Rome. 

Hence + Eximiously, in an 1 eximious’ manner; 
excellently, notably, singularly, f Exrmious- 
mess, the quality of being * eximious \ 

1650 W. Sclater (Jun.) in IV. Sclater' s Exp, Rom. iv. 
Ep. Ded., It being so eximiously beautified. 1657 Tom- 
linson Renou's Disp. 505 It is most eximiously medicinal. 
x68x H. More Exp. Dan. ii. 42 Is not this part of the 
Prophecy also eximiously fulfilled? 1730-6 Bailey (folio), 
Eximiousness. Hence 1775 Ash, Eximiousness . 

+ Exrnanite, v. Oh. [f. L. exinamt- ppl. 
stem of exindmre to make empty, f. ex- (see Ex- 
prefX) + inanis empty.] 

1 . tram. To make void or of none effect ; to de- 
prive of force, virtue, etc. 

c 1555 Harpsfield Divorce Hen . VIII (Camden) 216 
It doth utterly frustrate, exinanyte and annul the., 
validity of ^the said brief. _ 1646 Evance Noble Ord. 10 
Sinne will (e£o yQevetv) Exinlnate honour. 1661 Bramhall 
Just. Vina. vi. 151 The coming . . of the Popes infamous 
messenger.. by which oathes. .rights, priviledges, were not 
only weakned, but exinanited. 

2 . To reduce (a person) to emptiness *, to empty 
(of dignity, power, etc.) ; to abase, humble ; chiefly 
rejl.y said of Christ with reference to Phil. ii. 7. 

1577 Bull Luther's Comm . Ps. Grad. cxxv. 1 Gods power 
taketh no place in vs vntill we be vtterly . . exinanited. 
1582 N. X. (Rhem.) Phil, ii. 7 He exinanited him self [1611 
made himselfe of no reputation], taking the forme of a ser- 
vant. 1624 Gataker Transubst . 195 They thinke hee.. 
was not throughly enough exinanited. .here on Earth. 

t Exinanrtiate, v. Oh. rare, trans. - prec. 
1698 Christ Exalted § 61. 48 For the Sin it self they 
Utterly deny it, though by it they evacuate or exinanitiate 
many Texts of Scripture. Ibid. § 67. 53 He wholly evacuates 
and exinanitiates the Gospel. 

Exinanition (eksimanrjbn). Also 8 exhin- 
anition. Now rare. [ad. L. exindmtion-em , n. 
of action f. exindmre : see Exinanite.] 

1 . The action or process of emptying or exhaust- 
ing, whether in a material or immaterial sense ; 
emptied or exhausted condition. 

1603 Florio Montaigne in. viii. (1632) 522 It [learning] doth 
.. purifie .. and subtilize them [minds] even unto exinani- 
tion or evacuation, a 1631 Donne Ess. (1651) 118 Replenish- 
ing the World after that great Exinanition by the generall 
Deluge. 1633 Earl Manch. A l Mondo (1636)201 Some 
. .cared not to afford common assistance to nature, and so 
have dyed through exinanition and want of strength. 1649 
Jer. Taylor Gt Exemp. 1. 6 A life whose stories tell of., 
fastings to the exinanition of spirits. 1720 Gibson Diet. 
Horses v. (ed. 3) 81 Whether the signs be Repletion and 
fulness, or Exhinanition and Lowness of his Flesh. 1819 
Coleridge in Athenaeum 7 Jan. 1888, 17/3 Dante, .asks for 
an evacuation and exinanition of Marsyas, that so he [Dante] 
might become a mere vessel . . of the Deity. 1862 A. H. 
Clough in Macm. Mag. -Aug. 323 Life at very birth de- 
stroyed, Atrophy,, exinanition ! 1884 Syd. Soc. Lex., Ex- 
inanition, a thorough and complete emptying. 

2 , The action or process of emptying of pride, 
self-will, or dignity ; abasement, humiliation ; an 
instance of this ; also, a state of humiliation. 

*627 Donne Serm. v. 45 This exinanition of ourselves is 
acceptable in the sight of God. 1649 Jer. Taylor Gt. 
Exemp. in. xv. 129 He was to take upon hinvali the 
affronts, miseries and exinanitions of the most miserable. 
1652 Benlowes Theoph. iv. lviii, FI press still Th’ Exina- 
nition of my o’regrown will. 1686 H. More in Norris 
Theory Love 1 1688) 187 The scope they aym at. , is a perfect 
exinanition of ourselves, that we may be filled with the 
sense of God. ( 

b. esp. of Christ ; with reference to Phil. ii. 8. 
a 1612 Donne BiafWaTtK {1644' 188 Christ said this now, 
because his Passion was begun ; for all his conversations 
here were degrees of exinanition. 1659 Pearson Creed I. 
200 Plis exinanition consisted in . . the assumption of the 
form of a servant. 1855 W. H. Mill Applic. Panth, Pnnc, 
(1861) 26 The death of the God-man is only the throwing 
off of his exinanition or humiliation, 1882-3 Schaff Encycl. 
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Relig. KnmvI. I. ^63 [The Kenotic theory] teaches a tem- 
self-exmamtion. ,of the pre-existent Logos. 

Exindusiate (eksindi/rsi^t), a. Bat. [f. Ex- 
PrefX + L. indusi-um (see Indusium) 4* -ate A] 

‘ Not having an indusium ’ ( Treas. Pot. 1866). 
E*xine. rare . [f. L. ex - out + -ine.] = Extine. 

1884 Syd. Soc. Lex., Exine , Fritzche’s name for the Ex- 
kymenitte , or outer layer of a pollen grain. 

+ Exi-nfluence, v. Oh. rare— 1 . [f. Ex- preff 
4 - Influence $£.] tram. To deprive of influence. 
1667 Waterhouse Fire Loud, 59 These repulsives shall 
be exmnuenced, and their vigour. . be abated. 

Exrngniual (eksrqgwinal), a. and sb. Entom. 
[f. Ex-pref. l + L. inguin inguen groin + -al.] 

A. adj. Situated outside the groin, B. sb. 
‘The second segment or trochanter of the limbs 
of the Arachnida’ {Syd. Soc. Lex. 1884). 
Exmtine (eksrntin, -tain), [f. L. ex - (see Ex- 
preff) + int-us within + -ineL] * The membrane 
of the pollen grain which lies between the Extine 
and the Intine ’ {Syd. Soc. Lex. 1884). 

1852 in Brande (Supplement), 1866 in Treas. Bot 

t Ex-i*ntricate, v. Oh. rare- 1 , [f. Ex- 
prefl 2 + L. iniricdt - ppl. stem of intrlcdre to 
entangle: see Intricate v.] trans. To disen- 
tangle, extricate. Const, from. (I11 quot. reftl) 
i66x Feltham Resolves 11. lx, A disadvantage, from which 
he hath no way to ex-intricate himself, but by the dex- 
trousness of his ingenuity. 

Exion. Blunder of Mrs. Quickly for * action \ 
1597 Shaks. n Hen. IV, n. i. 32, 1 pra‘ ye, since my 
Exion is enter’d, .let him be brought in to his answer. 

t Exipo’tic, a. Med. Oh. [ad. Gr. ipXrrooriK-os 
fit for squeezing out, purgative, f. egtiroav to squeeze 
out, f. k£ out + iTrociy to press down,] (See quots.) 

1823 Crabb Tecknol. Diet., Exipoticos . . an epithet for 
digesting or detersive medicines.] 1860 Mayne Exipoticos, 
Exipoticus, Pharm., Formerly applied to medicines . . es- 
teemed digestive, detergent ; exipotic, 1884 in Syd. Soc. Lex. 

Exist (egzrst), v. [ad. Fr. exist -er, ad. L. 
ex{s)istere to stand out, be perceptible, hence to 
exist, f. ex- out + sistlre reduplicated form of std- 
to stand. (The late appearance of the word is 
remarkable : it is not in Cooper’s Lat.-Eng. Diet. 
1565, either under exist 0 or extol)] 

1 . To have place in the domain of reality, have 
objective being. 

1605 Shaks. Lean. i. 114 The orbs From whom we do 
exist, a 17x6 South Sertn. (1737) I. ii. 45 To conceive the 
world . . to have existed from eternity. 1793 Blackstone 
Comm. (ed. 12) 593 Corporations which exist by force of the 
common law. X797 Godwin Enquirer 1. vi. 41 The Roman 
historians are the best that ever existed. X846 Mill Logic 
1. in. § 6 The man called father might still exist though 
there were no child. 1871 Morlf.y^ Voltaire (1886) 14 The 
conception of justice towards heretics did not exist un un- 
scientific ages). 

2 . To have being in a specified place or under 
specified conditions. With advb. phrase or as ; for- 
merly with simple complement. Of relations, 
circumstances, etc. : To subsist, be found, occur. 

X602 Marston Antonio’s Rev . iv. i, Most things that 
morally adhere to soules, Wholly exist in drunke opinion. 
<2x704 Locke (J.>, That combination does not always exist 
together in nature. 1786 H. Tooke Pnrley (i860) 201 A 
quality which . . would make me rather chuse . . to exist a 
mastiff or a mule. 1807 Crabbe Par. Reg. 1. 609 But 
though no weed exists his garden round. 1823 H. J. Brooke 
Introd. Crystallogr. 165 The character of the modifying 
planes . . may . . be considered to exist in all the prisms be- 
longing to this class. 1833 N. Arnott Physics led. 5) II. 1. 
122 Which substances . . usually exist as airs. x86o Tyn- 
dall Glac. 1. xv. X02 A space of afoot existed between ice 
and water. 

3 . To have life or animation ; to live. 

1828 Scott F. M. Perth xxxii, The Prince of Scotland 
was not to be murdered . . he was only to cease to exist. 

4 . To continue in being, maintain an existence. 

1790 Burns Let. to P. Hill 2 Mar., We are under a 

cursed necessity of studying selfishness, in order that we 
may exist. 1791 Burke Corr.K 1844) III. 359 That govern- 
ment is strong indeed which can exist under contempt. 
1797 Mrs. Radcliffe Italian Prol., How does he contrive 
to exist here ? 

Existability : see Existibility. 

Existence (egzi*stens\ Also 6 Sc. existens. 
[a. OF. existence , ad. med.L. exist entia, n. of state 
f. ex(s' istent-em (see Existent), pr. pple. of ex- 
{s)istere : see Exist and -ence.] The state of 
being existent, 
fl. Actuality, reality. Oh. 

(Opposed to apparence'. the Fr. words often so occur in 
the Roman de la Rose.) 

c 1384 Chaucer H. Fame 1. 266 Atlas what harme dothe 
Apparence Whan hit is fals in existence, c 1400 Rom. Rose 
\ 5552 To se Hym that is freend in existence From hym that 
is by apparence. 1430 Lydg. Chron. Troy 1. v, A deceyte 
l is couertly yment . . As it were sothe in very existence. 

2 . Being; the fact or state of existing ; ‘ actual 
possession of being * (J.). In existence : as predi- 
cate ■«* ‘ extant \ 

c 1430 Lydg. Pol Ret 4 L. Poems (1866) 45 Thyng coun- 
terfetyd hath non existence. 1432-50 tr. Hidden (Rolls) I, 
267 The coloures of faces, quantites of bodies, qualites of 
sawles, haue theire existence in man after the diuersite of 
heuyn. 155a Abp. Hamilton Catech. (1884) 38 God allone 


EXISTE3STT. 

is be himself ; of his awin natural existens. 1665 Glanvill 
Seeps . Sci. 20 Matter is not necessary to the Soul’s exist- 
ence. 1725 Watts Logic in. ii. § 8 An Argument taken 
from the Nature or Existence of Things. 1768-74 Tucker 
Lt. Nat, (1852) II. 462 Existence belongs solely to sub- 
stances, and essence solely to qualities. x8x6 J. Smith 
Panorama Sc. § Art 1 . 585 The earth was the most con- 
sequential aggregate of matter in existence. xSxSJas Mill 
Brit. India III. iv. ix. 298 It created some evils of the 
greatest magnitude which previously had no existence. 
1856 Sir B. Brodie Psychol. Inq. I, ii. 56 These facts suffi- 
ciently proved the existence of some actual disease. xByt 
Alabaster Wheel of Law p. xxxvii, Buddhists . . see more 
reason to lament existence than to be grateful for it. 
b. Continued being; continuance in being. 

1736 Butler Axial. 1. i. Wks. 1874 1. 17 We know not at 
all upon what the existence of our living powers depends. 
x8xx Wellington in Gurw. Disp. VIII. 274 People who 
absolutely depend for their existence upon the continuance 
of His Royal Highness’ protection. 1874 Green Short 
Hist viii. 492 The colony was now firmly established and 
the struggle for mere existence was over. 

e. Continuance of being as a living creature; 
life. (Sometimes in disparaging sense ; ‘ a mere 
existence not worthy the name of life 5 .) 

1634 Sir T. Herbert Trav. 169 Their famous -dLscala- 
pius, seeing no more money, limited my life to five dayes 
more existence, 1825 Landor in Four C. Eng. Lett. 441, 

I shall remember his [friendship] to the last hour of my 
existence. 1838 De Morgan Ess. Probab . 223 [An an- 
nuity] to be paid at the end of the year in which the joint 
existence fails. x86o B’ness Bunsen in Hare Life II. v. 
276 His existence of bodily ease and freshness. 1870 Dickens 
E. Drood vii, We have had a wretched existence. 

3 . A mode or kind of existing. 

a 1763 Shenstone Ess. (1765) 52 Such appears to me to 
be the true existence of apparitions. 1867 M. Arnold Em- 
pedocles on Etna 1. ii, Other existences there are, that clash 
with ours. 1878 Browning La Saisiaz 28 New existence 
led by men and women new. 

4 . concr. a. All that exists; the aggregate of being. 

1751 Harris Hermes Wks. (1841) 142 Existence may be 

considered as an universal genus. x868 Geo, Eliot Sp, 
Gipsy 51 All beauteous existence rests, yet wakes, 
b. Something that exists ; a being, an entity. 

1605 Timme Qversit, 1. iii. xo Things naturall are called 
properly naturall existences or beings. 1624 Massinger 
Renegado v. ii, Prosper, thou Great Existence, my endea- 
vours ! a 1754 Fielding True Patriot Wks. 1775 IX. 329, 

I have heard of a man who believed there was no real ex- 
istence in the world but himself. 1820 Keats Hyperion 11. 
337 When all the fair existences of heaven Came. 1846 
Mill Logic 1. iii. § x An enumeration of Existences, as the 
basis of Logic, did not escape the attention of the schoolmen. 
1891 C. R. Francis in Indian Mag. Sept. 459 There is no 
limit to the ever-increasing number of deified existences. 

+ Exrstency. Obs. [ad. med.L. existentia : see 
prec. and -ency.J 

1 . The fact or state of existing ; continuance of 
being ; — Existence 2. 

1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud \ Ep. in. xiii. 137 It. .may be 
doubted whether it be of existency, or really any such 
stone in the head of a Toad at all. 1654 S. Ashe Fun. 
Serm. io_ Mar. 25 The existency of Christ in Believers 
giveth existence to their hopes of glory. 1677 Hale Prim. 
Orig. Man. 1. v. 113 It is impossible that any Being can be 
eternal with, .variety of states or manner of existency. 1683 
Pordage Myst. Div. 1 Before the Globe of Eternity was in 
existency. 1708 H. Dodwell Nat. Mortal. Human Souls 
5 Existency depending on the arbitrary Divine Pleasure, 
b. A state or mode of being. 

1710 Toiler No. 246 f i We stand In the middle of exist- 
encies [z. e. between angels and brutes]. 

2 . Something which exists; a being, an entity; 

= Existence 4. 

1628 T. Spencer Logzck 202 A whole, sayth he, is twofold, 
viz. Vniversall ; or a totall existency. 163* Celestina 1. 5 
See what difference there is betwixt apparencies and exist- 
encies. 1691 Ed. Taylor tr. Bekmen's Tkeos. Philos, 338 
Where lye innumerable multiplicity of Existences or 
Beings. 1824 Westm. Rev. I, 480 By the greater intensity 
of sensations, .we judge of real existencies. 
b. A concrete form ; a substance. 

1651 W. G. tr. Cowels Inst. 235 And bodies Politick 
have not visible Existencies whereby they may he taken. 
Existent (egzi'st£nt), a. and sb. [ad. L. ex- 
{s)istent-em, pr. pple. of ex{s)istlre : see Exist.] 
A. adj. 

1 . That exists, existing; having being or existence. 
Often emphasized by actually, really, truly, etc, 

1561 Eden A He Nauig. Pref., One common sence ex- 
istent in them all. 1594 Mirr. Policy (1599) Q iij, Some bad 
Societie aimeth at an apparent but not existent good. 1636 
tr. Hobbes' Elem. Philos. (1839) 18 Whether that thing be 
truly existent, or be only feigned. 1734 Jackson Existence 
of God 46 There is but one necessarily existent Being, 1793 
Gouv. , Morris ' in Sparks Life $ ' Writ, ■ (1832 ) II. ' 302 ■ Forty ; 
five thousand men were about the existent force. x8x8 
Byron Ch. Har. iv. lxxxvii, And thou, dread statue ! yet 
existent in The austerest form of naked majesty, i860 
Bright Sp. Ch. Rates 27 Apr., A power which is found to 
be greatly less existent in a congregation of the Established 
Church. 1868 Rogers/V£ Econ. iii. (ed. 3) 27 The quantity 
[of gold] existent and in circulation. 

absol 1603 Holland Plutarch's Mor. 1352 Usurping 
the name of the true Jehovah or alwaies Existent. 1653 
H. More Antid. Ath. 1. viii. (1712) 146 He declares why 
the Existent should exist. 1875 Encycl. Brit. II. 52V 2 Eure 
unconditioned actuality, the ever existent, or God. 

2 . Now existing ; present-day. 

1791 Burke Th. Fr. Affairs Wks. VII. 72 To govern the 
existent body with as sovereign a sway as they had done 
the last. 1874 Ruskin ForsClav. IV.xliii. 153 It gives you 
types of existent Frenchmen.. of a very different class. 


EXISTENTIAL. 


414 


EXCK . 


B. sb. An existent person or thing;. 

2644 Bp. Maxwell Prerog. C/ir. Pings ii. 31 Frequently 
expressions in the abstract expresse existehts in the con- 
crete. 1655 H. More App. Antid. (1662) 146 If there be 
any necessary Existent, it is plain that it is Matter. 1722 
Wollaston R dig. Nat. v, 69 For He is a necessary existent. 
<23878 Lewes Study Psychol. (18701 51 These same pheno- 
mena viewed ..no longer as modes or existences, but as 
subjects or existents. 

Hence Exi’ste&tly adv. 

1694 R. Burthogge Reason 67 Sentiments (as such) are, 
in their own formalities, but apparently only, not exLtently, 
without the faculties that so conceive them. 

Existential (egziste-njai), a. [ad. late L. ex- 
istential-is, f. existentia Existence.] 

1. Of or pertaining to existence. 

1693 tr. Barlow's ExerciL i. Reran 483 Enjoying the good 
of existence , .and. .the being deprived of that existential 
good. ^ 1809-10 Coleridge Friend (1818) III. 9 6 note, The 
essential cause of fiendish guilt, when it makes itself exis- 
tential and peripheric. 1878 S. Hodgson Philos. Refi. II. 
ni. vii. § 1. 12 There is a certain parallelism between the 
logical and existential analyses. 

2 . Logic. Of a proposition, etc. : Expressing the 
fact of existence; predicating existence. 

1837 8 Sir W. Hamilton Logic xiii, (1866) II. 229 Exist- 
ential propositions, that is, those in which mere existence is 
predicated. 1846 — Diss. in Reid's Whs. 811 The character 
of the existential J udgments they involve. 1888 J, V enn in 
Mind] uly 415 Convention does not allow us to say * It 
executes . But we can just as conveniently adopt the exist- 
ential form, ‘ There was an execution 

Hence Existentially adv., by virtue of existence. 

a. 1834 Coleridge (Webster 1864) Whether God was exist- 
entially as well as essentially intelligent. 

Exister (egzrstoi). rare. [f. Exist + -erL] 
One who or that which exists. 

1887 Atlantic Mag. Apr. 572/1 Given a somewhat hum- 
drum and monotonous existence ; the exister finding ‘ Pen- 
mark a prison *. ' 

ExistiMlity (egzkstibrliti). Also -ability, 
[f. next : see -ity J The quality of being existible ; 
capability of existing. 

1888 Nature 1 Mar. 417/2 The inquiry into the existability 
of perfect numbers. 

Existible ( egzrstib’l), a. rare. [f. Exist + 
-IBLE.] That can exist ; capable of existing. 

1702 Grew Cosm. Sacra m. iv. 119 It is evident, That all 
Corporeal and Sensible Perfections, are in some Analogous 
way, Existible, in the Human Mind. 1730-6 in Bailey 
( folio). 1775 in Ash ; hence in some mod. Diets. 

+ Exrstimate, w. Obs. [f. L. existimat - ppl. 
stem of existimdre , f. ex- (see Ex- prefS) + sestim- 
dre: see Esteem vi] — Esteem v. 5 . 

1656-81 Blount Glossog r., Existimate, to suppose, to 
judge, to think or deem. 1721-2800 in Bailey. 

t Existimation. Obs. [ad. L. existimation - 
em, f. existimdre ; see prec.] — Estimation. 

1 . Valuation in respect of excellence or merit ; 
appreciation ; worth in the opinion of others, re- 
pute, credit ; — Estimation 2 a, b. 

1538 Starkey England n. i. 151 Such honowre and ex- 
ystymatyon as ys gyven to maryed men. 1551 Robinson 
tr. More's U top. n. (Arb.i 82 One rather willing the harme 
.. of the weak pubhke then any . .diminution of his owne 
existimation. 1670 Moral State Eng. Pref., He who striveth 
to wound his Brother's Existimation, at the same time 
stabbeth his own. 1712 Steele Sped. No. 456 r 6 Mens 
Existimation [ed. Morley Estimation] follows us according 
to the Company we keep. 

2 . Opinion based on reasoning ; judgement. 

1655-60 Stanley Hist. Philos, vm. (1701) 324/r Faith, is 

proper to a wise man, for it is a firm existimation. 2658 
Phillips, Existimation , a thinking or judging, 1721-1800 
in Bailey. 

Existing 1 (egzrstiq), ppl. a. [f. Exist h- -ing 2.] 
That exists or has existence ; that exists at any 
implied or specified time. 

176a Foote Orator 1. Wks. 1799 I. 204 They are not at pre- 
sent existing in this kingdom. x8ox Southey Thalaba ix. 
xiy, In Nature are two hostile Gods, Makers and Masters of 
existing things. 1827 Jarman Powers Devises II. 343 All 
the expressions applied to females, shewing that he meant 
existing daughters, not future issue. 1848 Macaulay Hist. 
Eng. IT 98 He bound himself not to., dissolve the existing 
Parliament without its own consent; 1871 Morley Voltaire 
(2886) 5 His sympathy with existing sources of comfort. 

Hence f Exrstingly adv., actually, as a matter 
of fact, in reality. 

1601 Deacon & W alker Spirits 4 Dtvels 147 They were 
not existingly, but appearingly, turned into serpents. 

Exit (e-ksit). [Two formations : (1) a. L .exit, 
3rd pers.sing. ind. of L. exire to go out, f. ex- out 
+ tre to go ; (2) ad. L. exitus [u- stem) going out, 
departure, ii. of action f. extre. 

In the subst use the two formations often do not admit of 
being distinguished; senses B. 1-3 appear to belong chiefly 
to the first, while B. 4 tat least chiefly) and B. 5 belong to 
the second.] 

A. Used as a Latin word in stage directions ; 
formerly Exeat was also used. Also transf. 

[c 1485 Digby Myst. n. 244 Et exiat Deus. Ibid. iv. 1423 
Tunc exit Iqhannes ; et didt Petrus.] 1538 Bale Thre 
Laives 743 Awaye now wyll I rounds. Exit. 1503 Shaks. 
Rich, II. 1. iii. 248 Six yeares we banish him, and he shall 
go. Exit a 1652 Brome Lom-sick Court hi. i. And kill’d 
the Patient was but sick before. Exit. 1747 Smollett 
Regicide iv. vi, I hope to see thee bloom With vernal fresh- 
ness, mid again,, unfold Thy beauties to the, sun l , [Exit 


Dunbar. 2S17 Coleridge Biog. Lit. II. 282 So exit Clo- 
tilda, and enter Bertram. 1826 Disraeli Viv. Grey iv. iv, 
Come, a bon-mot, ora Calembourg, or exit Mr. Vivian Grey. 

B. sb. 

1. The departure of a player from the stnge ; 

2588 Shaks. L, L, L. y. ii.. 598 Keepe some state in thy 

exit , and vanish. s 5 oo — A. V. L. 11. vii. 141 They haue 
their Exits and their Entrances. 2648 C.Walker Re tat. 
<§• Observ. 18 My Exit shall be accompanied with an ap- 
plauze. 1712 Steele Sped. No. 51 * 6 When the Actors 
made their Exit. 2802 Mar. Edgeworth Moral T, u8i6) 
I. xx. 292 The eyes of ail . . were upon her, as she made 
her exit. 

b. transf. and fig. 

a 1652 J. Smith Set. Disc, vl. 231 This sleep was upon the 
exit of his vision. 2685 Gracian's Courtiers Orac. 58 The 
difficult matter is to have the same applause at ones exit. 
1843 Carlyle Past Pr:(i 2 >$%) 234 The last exit of us all 
is in a Fire-Chariot of Pain: 1874 Morley Compromise 
(1886) 126 Progress would mean something more than mere 
entrances and exits bn the theatre of office. 

c. esp. Departure from the scene of life; death. 

2661 Feltham Lusoriaxxin. On Sir R . Cotton, H e scorn'd 

an Exit by the common means. 1684-5 in Ellis Orig. Lett. 
1. 382 III. 338 He made as very glorious Christian exit, .as 
ere was known. 2768 74 Tucker Li, Nat. (1852) II. 448 
Such of our malefactors as make a penitent exit. 2794 
Scott in Lockhart Life I. vii. 222, I stayed. . in town to 
witness the exit of the cidevant Jacobin, Mr; Watt. 

2. A going out or forth, a departure from any 
place or situation ; an emergence ; also, liberty or 
opportunity to go out, passage out of any place. 

2659 T. Pecke Pamassi Puery. 4 Sowre is the Exit.. Of 
the salacious Cyprian Emperess. 2665 GlAnvill Seeps. Sci. 
vi. 26 They might finde an easie..exit almost everywhere. 
2723 Derham Phys. Theol . vii. iv. 390 There should be one 
part provided for the Formation of the Body before it’s Exit 
into the. World. 1816 J. Smith PanoramaSc. $Art II. 320 
The cover should contain two holes, one for the exit of the 
steam, etc. 1829 Lytton Devereux iv. i. No one had per- 
ceived their entrance or exit. 1849 James Woodman xxxv, 
The man had just given admission or exit to some one. 
i860 Maury Phys. Geog. Sea viii. § 393 There is some- 
times, if not always, another exit of warm water from the 
Indian Ocean. 1884 Bower & Scott De Barfs Pkaner. 
§ Ferns 271 A leaf-trace consisting of a single _ bundle, 
which does not divide into three bundles till its exit at the 
node into theieaf. 

fig. 2792 Paine Rts. Man (ed. 4) 72 This species of 
imaginary consequence . . hastens to its exit. . 2862 Merivalr 
Rom. Emp. 1 1865) VI. 1 . 175 Life, she urged, is over ; nought 
remains to.look for but a decent exit from it. 1875 Jowett 
Plato (ed. 2) IV. 76 Forgetfulness is the exit of memory. 
f3. The last portion or end of anything. Obs. 
1627-77 Feltham Resolves 1. xtviii. 76 The exit of the Verse 
will tell him. 1664 Evelyn Sylva 11776) 125 Towards the 
exit of January, or early in February. 

4. A channel of egress ; an outlet. 

2695 Woodward Nat. Hist. Earth ni. i. § 4 The rest [of 
the rain]., cannot make its Way to Wells, the perpendicular 
Fissures, or the like Exits. 2786 Gilpin Observ. Mts. <§• 
Lakes I. 165 At the conclusion of this, .amphitheatre, .we 
found an exit. 1881 Jowett Thucyd. I, 66 An enclosure 
.. which was surrounded by a great ditch and had no 
exit. ' 

5. — L, exitus terrse. 

[1597 Skene De Verb , Sign, s.v,, Exitus Terras, the rentes, 
fruites, and profites of the land.] 1866 Rogers Agric. 4 
Prices I, xxviii. 674 The exits of the manor are little more 
than a fourth ot the amount recorded in 1332. 

6. ciitrib, 

_ 2852-9 Todd Cycl.Anat. IV. 464/1 Their usual exit-pipe 
is no longer open. 1859 Geo* Eliot A. Bede 7 With this 
exit speech . . Wiry Ben shouldered his basket and left the 
workshop. .. 

Exit (e-ksit% v. [f. prec. sb.] intr. To make 
one’s exit, depart, disappear ; fig. to. decease, die. 

2607 Barley-Breake (2877) 10 Much like vnto a Player on 
a stage. .As one distract doth exit in a rage, a 2652 Brome 
Lovesick Court 11. i. My souls better part exited, left The 
other languishing. . 1806 Surr Winter in Land. I. 201 
[She would become] duchess of Delaware, if old Pomposo 
would exit. 1844 W. H. Maxwell Fort. O' Hallor an vii, 
She exited from the chamber. 2890 Temple Bar Aug. 579, 
I desire to exit with the fiddlers playing, the foot-lights 
ablaze, the house looking on. 

Exitacion, -ation, obs. ff. Excitation. 
Exitat, var. form of Excitate za, Obs. 

Exite, obs. form of Excite. 

+ Exitelite. Min. Obs. [f. Gr. l£vrr)\-os 
evanescent (f. h£uvai,'f.k£ out + Uvai to go) + -ite.] 
A synonym of Valentinite. 

1841 CnAVUAVi Min. 39 Exitelite, Oxide of Antimony. 
2868 Dana Min. 184. 

t Exi'tiable, a. Obs , rare. [ad. L. exitiabilis 
destructive, f. exilium a going out, destruction, f. 
exire : see Exit.] Destrtictive, ruinous. 

1607 Topsell Fourfi. Beasts (1673) 189 Their [goats’] teeth 
are exitiable to all tender plants, 1730-6 in Bailey (folio). 
ExitiaX (egzi’Jal), a. Obs. ox arch. [ad. L. exi- 
iidl-is destructive, f. exitium : see prec.] Hurtful; 
destructive to life, deadly, fatal. 

c 1534 tr, Pol. Verg. Eng. Hist. (Camden) I. 123 These 
mean . .had ynoughe to doe to . . defer the exitiall fall of their 
contrie. Ibid. I. .177 The charge of regalitie. .had benne 
hurtfull and exitiall t6 so manie his predecessors. 1607 Top- 
sell Serpents (1653) 749 The biting of it Is very exitial and 
deadly. . ^ 2633 T. Adams Exp. 2 Peter Jt. 1 They [heresies] 
..are exitiafand pestilent to the kingdoms, .where they are 
admitted. 2699 Evelyn Acetaria. (1729) 277 [Mushrooms 
are] malignant,, ejdtial, mortal and deleterious, 2722-2800 in 
Bailey, .2884 nq Sod Lex? ;'-f ; , ' 


Esiiion (eksi*Jbn). ? Obs. [ad. L. exitidn-em , 
n. of action f. extre : see Exit jA] The action of 
going out or forth ; departure, exit ; also, place 
or point of exit. 

2670 Conclave •wherein Clement VIII. was Elected Pope 
17 That, .his exition might not be prevalent with any other* 
the door was presently shut. 1676 Worlidge Cyder (1691) 
143 Which so condenseth its spirits, that they seek not any 
exition. 2816 Keatinge Trav. II. 65 The building, .has 
but one gate or outlet, where the search upon exition is as 
close as in the diamond-mines. • 

t Exitkrse, a. Obs~° =next. 

1730-6 in Bailey (folio). 2775 Ash [ mtspr ,] Exitose. . 
t ExrtiotLS, a. Obs. [ad. L. exitids-us destruc- 
tive, f. exitium : see Exitiable.] — Exitial. 

2563 Homilies n. Idolatry 111. (1859) 242 Setting up of 
images in churches, .proved not only harmful, but exitiOus 
and pestilent. 1651 Biggs New Disp. P241 Exitious humours 
are forced out of the body. 1657 Tomlinson Renou's Lisp . 
378 In Persia they found this tree [Peach] to be exitious. 
1709 Brit. Apollo II. No. 74. 3/1 Blind to Events, however 
they might prove, Or Proditorious or Exitious. 2730-6 in 
Bailey (folio). 2775 in Ash. 1884 in Syd. Soc. Lex. 
t E’sdture. Obs. In 5 exitour. [ad. med.L. 
exitur-a, f. exire : see Exit sb. Cf. OF. exiture.J 

1. l^assage out or forth. 

1578 Banister Hist Man 1. 13 Children, .hauing in the 
vtmost part of the chinne a lineall ascense. .for the exiture 
ofLigamentes. 2625 Crooke , Body of Man 154 The Sphincter 
. .a round muscle, .compassing about the end of the right 
gut to hinder the exiture of the excrements. 

2 . A running abscess. [So in OF.] 

c 1400 Lahfranc' s Cirurg. 52 (MS. A) His cure schal be 
seid in be chapitle of apostymes & of exitours [Mj>< B 
exitures]. 1543 Traheron Vigo’s Chirurg. 11. xxi. 33 An 
exiture is everye kynde of an aposteme. 1657 Tomlinson 
Renou's Disp. 722 It cures green wounds , . and exitures. 
[1812 Hooper Med. Diet., Exitura, a running abscess. 2860 
M ayne Exp. Lex., Exitura. 1884 Syd. Soc. Lex., Exitura] 
Hence f Exitural a., of or pertaining to an 
* exiture * or abscess. 

2758 J. S. Le Dran's Observ. Surg. (1771) 312 Accidents, 
that accompany exitural_ Tumours. Ibid. 321 A small exi- 
tural Tumour appeared in the Ham. 

Exitus (e-ksitys). [L. exit-us (u stem) a going 
out or forth, f. exire : see Exit sbi\ 

1 1 . A going out or forth ; a departure, exodus 
(see also quot. 1706). Obs. 

2664 H. More Exp. 7 Epist. 5 The Exitus of the Ephesine 
Church. 2677 Hale Prim. Orig. Man. 11. vii. 178 The 
Period between the Flood and the Exitus of the People out 
of Egypt was about 800 Years. 2706 Phillips (ed. Kersey^ 
Exitus. .a going forth, the end of a Business, Death. 

2 . Path. (See quots. 18 11 and 1884.) 

1821 Hooper Med. Diet., Exitus, a prolapsus, or falling 
down of the womb or anus. 2884 Syd. Soc. Lex., Exitus .. 
the termination of a disease, especially when well marked, 
t Exle gal, a. Obs. rare . [f. L. exleg-em law- 
less (f ex- Ex- prefix + legem law) + -al.] Lawless. 

1602 W. Watson Decacordon 306 But the best, .course to 
he taken . , is by this exlegall legifers lawes set downe. 
Ildd. 300 The exlegall legifer Fa. Parsons. 

)1 Ex-libris (eks lai-bris). Used also as pi. 
[f. L. ex librts , lit. * out of the books’, i.e. * from 
the library* (of the person whose name follows) ; 
mod. Lat. phrase often used in inscriptions indi- 
cating the ownership of books.] 

An inscription, label, or stamp indicating the 
owner of a book ; esp. a label or stamp of this 
kind artistically designed, bearing, e.g. the person’s 
arms or crest, or some emblematic device ; a book- 
plate or the like. 

2880 Warren Book-plates i. 1 In England we call such a 
ticket as this, William Downing’s book-plate, as abroad it 
would be called bis ex-libris. Ibid. xii. 224 In Germany, 
ex-libris have undoubtedly existed for more than three 
centuries and a half. 2884 N. $ Q 21 June 486/1 A curious 
ex-libris . .stamped on the paper lining the cover of the book, 
front and back. : . 

attrib. 1891 {title), The Journal of the Ex-Libris Society. 
Ex-librist ( eks,bi*brist). rare- 1 , [f. Ex-libb-is 
+ - 1 ST.] One who collects specimens of ‘ex- 
libris’. 

2880 Warren Book-plates 1.4 The ex-librist is, but a humbler 
class of bibliophile. 

J* Exlineal, a. Obs . rare. [f. Ex- pref IS + B. 
tinea Line 4- -al.] Out of the direct line of descent. 

2716 M. Davies A then, Brit. III. 40 Melampus and Chiron 
. . seem to be of an exlineal Race and perchance of a mystical 
Offspring. ■ ■" 

Exo- (e*ks<? ; before two unstressed syllables 
eksp*), prefix (before a vowel sometimes reduced 
to ex-), repr. Gr. without, in many compounds 
of modem formation, as £:xarteri*tis, E:xo « 
arteri*tis [see Arteritis], Path., inflammation 
of the outer coat of an artery. Exoca rdial d. 
Phys, [cf. Cardial], pertaining to the exterior of 
the heart. E'xocarp [Gr. mpir-os fruit], (in 
fruits) the outermost layer of the pericarp ; = Ebi- 
carp. ExocBo ri on, A not. [see Chorion] , the 
outer layer of the chorion pr membrane that : en- 
closes the foetus. Exoccelar a. [Ccel-om + -ar], 
pertaining to the outer side of the coelom or body- 
cavity. E xoderm [Gr. jbipfXa skin], the outer 
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layer of the blastoderm ; = Ectoderm ; also, the 
external crust of the body of an insect. E=xo- 
gastri-tis, Path . [see Gastritis], inflammation 
of the outer coat of the stomach. Esxogene tic a. 
[Gr. 7 cvcrueSs, f. y€ue<ns Genesis], that arises 
from without. Excrgy 110ns a. [Gr. yvvi} woman 
+ -ous], having the style projecting prominently 
out of the flower. Exona rthex [see Narthex], 
the outer vestibule of a Greek church (cf. Eson- 
arthex). Exoneirral a. [see Neural], operat- 
ing outside the nerves ; hence Bxonen-r all y adv. 
Exopa’tliio a. [Gr. trad-os suffering + -ic], (of 
disease) originating outside the body (cf. Auto- 
PATHIC). ExQ-phagons a. [Gr. <pay-eiv to eat + 
-ous], (see quot.). Exo phagy [as prec. + -y], 
the habit of being exophagous. Exophyllons a. 
[Gr. (pvXX-ov leaf + -ous], (see quot.). Exoplasm 
[Gr, trX6.a im something moulded or formed], the 
outermost layer of the cuticular protoplasm of 
some Protozoa (cf. Ectoplasm, Endoplasm, s. v. 
Ecto-, Endo-). Exo*podite [Gr. i roS- irovs foot 
+ -ite], ‘the outermost of the two processes ap- 
pended to the basal process of the hinder limbs of 
some of the Crustacea’ (Syd. Soc. Lex .); hence 
Exopodi tic a. Exo*ptile a. Bot. [Gr. trriXov 
feather], having a naked plumule. Exo(r)rM*zal 

a. Bot. [Gr. / 5 c'C-a root + -al], (of plants) having 
the radicle naked, i.e. not enclosed in a sheath; 
also ExorrM'zotis a, Exoscopic a. [Gr. -anon-os 
watching], viewing from the outside; having re- 
gard to external appearances or relations ; hence 
Exosco'picaJly adv. Exoskeletal a. Anat of 
or pertaining to the Exoskeleton, the external in- 
tegument, whether bony or calcified, as in some 
animals, or leathery as in others ; also fig. Exo- 
sperm, Bot. [Gr. <T 7 ripfia seed]. Exospore, Bot. 
[see Spore], the outer coat of a spore or oosphere 
in fungi or lichens; hence Exospo-rala., pertaining 
to an exospore ; Exosporous a., a term applied 
to fungi whose spores are on the outer surface of 
the sporangium. Exostome, Bot. [Gr. arbpa 
mouth], the aperture in the outer integument of 
the ovule. Exotke*ca, Zool. [Gr. OrjKTj case], the 
hard exterior wall of the gonosome of the Hy- 
drozoa; hence Exotke’cal a., pertaining to the 
exotheca. Exothe*cium, Bot. [mod.Lat., f. Gr. 
OrjK-rj case], ‘the cuticular or outer layer of the 
anther’ (Syd. Soc. Lex.). 

1866 A. Flint Princ. Med. (1880) 315 The sign is called. . 
sometimes, in contradistinction from the murmur produced 
by blood-currents within the heart, an *exocardial murmur. 
1845 Gray Bot. Text-bk. 1. x. 252 * Exocarp. 1870 Hooker 
Stud. Flora 326 Euphorbia.. valves with a coriaceous exo- 
carp. 1857 Bullock Cazeanx f Midwif. 195 The external . . 
also called the *exochorion, is wholly destitute of vessels. 
1879 Jr. Haeckel's Evol. Man I. ix. 271 The *exoccelar, 
that is, the outer, or parietal coelom — epithelium. Ibid. I. 
viii. 197 The protoplasm of the *exoderm cells. 1884 Syd. 
Soc. Lex,, Exoderm. 1850 Neale Hist. East. Ck. I. 245 
The esonarthex opens on to the church by nine doors, to the 
*exonarthex by five. 1851 H. Mayo Pop. Sup erst. (ed. 2) 
73 To denote mental phenomena of the kind I am supposing, 
I propose the term *exoneural pevpov). 1881 W. F. 
Barrett in Nature XXIV. 212 There seemed to be a verit- 
able exoneural action of the mind. 1881 J. Simon ibid. 372 
We see the various causes of death as under two great heads, 
respectively autopathic and *exopathic. 1883 Pall Mall. G. 
30 Nov. 5/1 The Indians are * c exophagous that is, do not 
eat members of their own tribe. 1839 L indley Introd. Bot. 
1. il 252 *Exophyllous ; because the young leaves of. .dico- 
tyledons are always naked. 1888 Athenaeum 4 Feb. 751/1 
The granulated structure of its *exoplasm. .was described. 
1870 Rolleston Anbn. Life 92 The anterior extremities of 
the palpiform *exopodites. 1877 Huxley Anat. Ittv. Anim. 
vi. 281 The exopodite, metamorphosed into another such 
bowl shuts down over the endopodite. 1870 Bentley Bot. 
120 Such a mode of root-development has been called *exo- 
rhizal. 1884 Syd. Soc. Lex., *Exorrhizous. 1816 Bentham 
Chrestom. Wks. 1843 VIII, 94 Division of Politics and 
Government into Esoscopic. .and ^Exoscopic, i.e. extemal- 
concerns-regarding, viz. International Government and Poli- 
tics. 1853 Sylvester in Phil. Trans. CXLIII. 1. 409 The 
method becoming as it may be said endoscopic instead of 
being exoscopic as in the first section. Ibid., The subject is 
treated. .*exoscopically in the first and last sections. 1870 
Rolleston Life Introd. 57 ^Exoskeletal ossifications, 
1877 Huxley Anat. Inv. Anim. i. 55 From the epidermis, 
all cuticular and cellular exoskeletal parts, .are developed. 
1847 Todd Cycl. Anat. III. 846/2 *Exoskeleton. 1864 H. 
Spencer Illustr . Univ.Progr. 409 In the highest Annulosa, 
the exo-skeleton and the muscular system, never lose all traces 
of their segmentation, 1872 Nicholson Palaeont. 187 The 
Mollusca . . commonly possessing an exoskeleton or shelL 
1888 J. Jacobs Bidgai lii. These are the facts that form 
the exoskeleton of his life. 1859 Todd Cycl. Anat. V. 246/2 
The *exosporal membrane dehisces in three valves. Ibid. 
V. 246/1 The sporangium . .burst by the swelling of the *exo- 
spore. 1882 Vines Sachs* Bot. 325 The exospore is usually 
smooth and often variously coloured. 1884 Syd. Soc. Lex. 
^Exosporous. 1845 Gray Bot. Text-bk. 1. ix. 241 The 
orifice of the primine is called the *Exostome, that of the 
secundine of the inner Endostome ; literally the outer and 
the inner orifice. 1870 Hooker Stud. Flora 81 The arillus 
being produced from the exostome. 1877 Nicholson in 
Encycl. Brit. VI. 374 They [the costae of the coral] . . may 
be united, by transverse plates (‘ *exothecal dissepiments ) 
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which run horizontally across the intercostal spaces. 2870 
Bentley Bot . 239 An outer which, .is called the *exothecium. 

Exoccipital (eks^ksrpital), and sb. [f. 
Gr. efai (see 12x0-) + L. occipit- i occiput the back 
of the head + -al.] 

A. adj. That is outside the occipital bone. 

2847 Todd Cycl. Anat. III. 308/1 The groove between the 
occipital condyle and the exoccipital process. 1869 Proc. 
Amer. Phil. Soc. XI. 577 The great extent of the exocci- 
pital element. 

B. sb. pi. Those parts of the occipital bone 
which form the sides of the foramen magnum and 
support the condyles. Cf. Condyle 2 . 

2854 Owen in Circ. Sc. (c. 1865) II. 59/1 The exoccipitals 
. .are very irregular subtriangular bones. 1855 — Skel. $ 
Teeth. 26 The two condyles being developed from the two 
exoccipitals. 2882 Mivart Cat 61 Each ex-occipital sup- 
ports one of the condyles before noticed. 

Exoctohedron : see Hexoctahedron. 
Exoculation (eks^kizd^Jan). [as if ad. L. 
* exoculdtion-em , n. of action f. exoculdre to put 
out the eyes, f. ex- out + oculus eye.] The action 
of putting out the eyes, e.g. in execution of a judi- 
cial sentence ; blinding. 

1630 R. Johnson's Kingd. <§• Commw. 13 From these Na- 
tions have tortures, .taken their originals: as exoculations 
. -and impalements on stakes. 1814 Southey Roderick ir. 
note. The history of Europe during the dark ages abounds 
with examples of exoculation. 

Exode (e*ks 0 ud), sbd Also 9 exocL [angli- 
cized form of Exodus. Cf. Fr. exode.] 

+ 1. The Book of Exodus; = Exodus i. Obs. 

a xzzsAttcr. R. 196 , 1 J>isse wildernesse wende ure Louerdes 
folc, ase Exode telle#. 

2. = Exodus 2 a. Somewhat rare. 

a 175 1 Bolingbroke Minutes Ess. Wks. 1754 V. 141 They 
[the Israelites] could bring, at the time of the Exode, six 
hundred thousand fighting men into the field. 1826 G. 
Higgins Horce Sabbat. (1833)41 The Sabbath was first, .in- 
stituted, on their exod from Egypt. 1853 G. S. Faber Down/. 
0/ Turkey 47 The circumstances of the exode. 

3 . transf. » Exodus 2 c. 

1882 T. M. Post in Chicago A dvance 22 June, The Exode 
[of colored people from the South about 1880]. 

Exode (e'ksJud), sbA [a. Fr. exode, ad. late L. 
exodium : see Exodium.] a. in the Gr. drama 
— Exodium i ; hence gen. the ending, catastrophe 
of a play ; b. in the Roman drama =* Exodium 2 . 

a 1684 Earl Roscom. Wks. (1753) 176 The Romans had . . 
three plays acted, one after another, on the same subject ; the 
first a real Tragedy ; the second the Attellane ; . the third a 
Satyr or Exode, a kind of Farce of one act. 17^9 W. Mason 
Caractacus Argt. in Poems (1805), The Exode, or Catas- 
trophe, is prepared by the coming of Arviragus the King’s 
son. 1833 Blackw. Mag. XXXIV. 721 Hindu writers are 
in general successful in maintaining the character of their 
exode. 

Exoderm : see Exo- pref. 

tExo* diary. Obs. [ad. L. exodiari-us , f. ex- 
odium : see Exodium.] A player in the exodium. 

1793 J. Williams Calm Exam. 100 Britons wifi admit of 
no Exodiary, like the Romans, to divert them with unap- 
propriate merriment, when the business of the Tragedy has 
ceased. 

Exodic (eksp‘dik), a. [f. Gr. f£o8-os way out, 
issue, Exodus + -ic.] 

1. Of or pertaining to an exodus. 

In some mod. Diets. 

2 . Phys. ‘Proceeding out of or from the spinal 
marrow’ (Syd. Soc. Lex.) 2850 [see Esodic]. 

Exodist (e-ks^dist). rare. [f. Exodr sb. +- -ist.] 

1. One who makes an exodus. In quot. applied 
to the Israelites. 

1883 R. F. Burton in Academy 5 May sii/aThe Exodists 
would naturally travel by the present HAj highway from 
Suez to El-’Akabah. 

2. One who departs or goes out from one place 
to settle in another ; an emigrant. 

1849 Lowell Biglow P. Wks. (1879) *79 Want was the 
prime foe these hardy exodists had to fortress themselves 
against. 

|| ExO’ditim. Also 6 pi. exodia. [a. L. exo- 
dium, ad. Gr. efodtav, f. *£68lo? of or belonging to 
an exit, f. e£o5os : see Exodus.] 

1. Grk. Drama. The concluding part of a play ; 
the catastrophe. 1842 in Brande. In mod. Diets. 

2. Rom. Drama. A comic interlude originally 
attached to the Atellanse, but afterwards given as 
a separate performance after tragedies. 

1600 Holland Livy 251 Merrie scofifes and jestes. .which, 
thereupon were afterwards called Exodia, and were inserted 
commonly in the Atellane Comedies. 1751 Chambers Cycl. 
s. v., Among the Romans, the exodium, - was pretty nearly 
what farces are with us. 

Exodus (e-ks^d^s). [a. L. exodus , a. Gr. ?£oSos 
going out, f. If out + SSbs way.] 

1. The title of the book of the Old Testament 
which relates the departure of the Israelites out of 
Egypt. 

(In i4-i6th c. sometimes * Book of Exodi retaining the 
Lat. genitive.) 

c 1 coo /Elfric On O. T. (Sweeri 63 Seo o< 5 er boc is Exodus 
^ehaten. 1388 Wyclif Ex. ProL, This book of Exodi, that 
is to seie, of going out, makith mencioun, that, etc. 2549 
Coverdale Erasm.Par. Rom. ix. 15 That, whicheinthe bake 
of Exodi is by God spoken, I wyl shewe mercy, to whom 


soeuer I shewe mercy, 2579 Fulke Hoskins’ Pari 8 In 
Exodus and Leuiticus..are many thinges. .very easie and 
plain e. 2611 Bible (heading'. The Second Booke of Moses, 
called Exodus, [So 1885 — (Revised).] 

2 . A going out or forth. 

a. spec . The departure of the Israelites from 
Egypt 

a 1646 J. Gregory Post hum a ( 1 649) 107 The Men of Hamel 
date all their publick Matters especially, from this Exodus, 
or going forth of the Children. 2740 Warbukton Div. Legal 
iv. § 6 (1755 IV. 85 The two generations, between the exodus 
from Egypt and the entrance into Canaan. 1882 Farrar 
Early Chr. I. 460 note. Pharaoh consented to the Exodus, 
but it was only in wrath and fear. 

b. gen. (more or less consciously transf. from 
2 ah lit. andyfg. 

2623-6 Cockeram, Exodus, a going out. 1721-2800 In 
Bailey. 2830 Galt Laurie T. nr. i. 11849) 81, Our Exodus 
from New York.. commenced under the happiest auspices. 
2847 Lytton Lucretia 1 1853) 2£ 8 To trace that son’s exodus 
from the paternal mansion. 1858 Maury Phys. Geog. Sea 
vi. § 306 The air . . at its exodus, is dry. 2862 R. Vaughan 
Nonconformity 383 The exodus from the established church 
which dates from the 17th August, 1662. 2882 Mahaffy 
Old Grk. Educ. xi. 140 A formal exodus of philosophic 
students, who only returned with Theophrastus, 

c. esp. The departure or going out, usually of 
a body of persons from a country for the purpose 
of settling elsewhere. Also fg. Cf. Emigration 2. 

1831 Carlyle Sart. Res. (18581 49 This Genesis of his can 
properly be nothing but an Exodus (or transit out of Invisi- 
bility into Visibility). 1856 Emerson Eng. Traits , Wealth 
Wks. (Bohn) II. 75 The_ poor-rate was. .forcing an exodus 
of farmers and mechanics. 2862 T. C. Grattan Beaten 
Paths I. 132 The rushing exodus, as it was the fashion to 
call this continuous transatlantic movement. 1879 Froude 
Caesar xiv. 202 A complete exodus of the entire tribe. 

lExody (e'ksJdi). rare. [ad. Gr. IfoSta going 
out, f. l£ out + 080s way.] 

1 . The Book of Exodus ; ~ Exodus i. 

2832 in Webster; 1847 in Craig. 

2 . = Exodus 2 a. 

2677 Hale Prim. Orig. Man. n. iii. 146 Ever since the 
time of the Jewish Exody. 1832 in Webster. 

3 . = Exodus 2 b. 

2775 Ash, Exody, a departure, a journey from any place. 
2832 in Webster. 1882 G. Macdonald Castle Warlock I. 
xx. 332 The plomp of the cork’s exody, and the gurgle of 
the wine, .speedily consoled him. 

II Ex officio, ex-officio, advb. phrase. [L. ex 
out of, according to + officio, abl. of officium duty, 
office.] In discharge of one’s duty, in virtue of 
one’s office ; hence, as quasi-^'. = Official. 

2533 More Apol. xl. Wks. 907/2 The conuenting of here- 
tikes ex officio . 2607 Cowel Interpr. s. v. Office, A thing 
found by Inquisition made ex officio. 2610 Bp. Hall Apol. 
Brownists § 40 No Enquiry Ex officio may be thus made. 
2712 Prideaux Direct. Ch.-wardens (ed. 4) 94 He may call 
them ex Officio to Account. 1812 Examiner 24 Aug, 529/1 
He does not strike at the Ex-officio Information itself 2886 
Oxf. Univ. Calendar 18 The Proctors are ex-officio members 
of each of the under-mentioned Committees, 

Hence Ex-offi*cial a., proceeding from office or 
authority. 

1847 i n Craig ; hence in some mod. Diets. 

Exogamous (eks^*gam9s), a. [f. Gr. Iftu (see 
Exo-) + yap-os marriage + -ous.] Characterized 
by, of the nature of, or pertaining to, exogamy. 

2865 McLennan Prim. Marriage iii. 56 Various circum- 
stances common to exogamous tribes. 1883 A. Lang in 
Contemp. Rev. Sept. 41 1 The exogamous prohibition in 
Rome was as complete as among the Hindoos. 

Exogamy (eks£rgami). [f. as prec. : cf. En- 
dogamy.] The custom by which a man is bound 
to take a wife outside his own clan or group. 
Hence Exoga mic a. [see -ic], pertaining to 
exogamy. 

1865 McLennan Prim. Marriage iii. 48 The words ‘endo- 
gamy ’ and * exogamy ’ are new. 2870 Lubbock Orig. Civiliz. 
iii. (1875) 132 A strict system of exogamy prevails. 2873 
Contemp. Rev. XXII. 423 The transition which sometimes 
takes place from the exogamic to the endogamic system. 
1885 Tylor in Academy 1 Aug, 67/2 A social development 
late in comparison with the really early stages — female 
descent and exogamic totemism. 

Exogastritis : see Exo- pref. ‘ 

Exogen (e*ks0dgen). Bot. [in Fr. exoghie (De 
Candolle 1813), mod.L. exogena, -us (imitating L. 
indigena, -us) adj., growing on the outside, used 
in fem. as sb., f. Gr. (see Exo-) + yevi bom, 
produced.] A plant whose stem grows by de- 
posit on its outside ; opposed to Endogin. 

The class of Exogens is identical with that of the Dicoty- 
ledons, one of the two main divisions of phanerogamous 
plants.'' (But see quot. 1889, and cf. Balfour in Encycl 
Brit. IV. 99). 

[2830 Lindley Nat. Syst. Bot. 1 Exogenae have a distinct 
deposition of pith, wood, and bark.] 2838 Penny Cycl. X. 
128/1 Exogens have an embryo so robust as to be able to 
spring at once into existence. _ 2873 Dawson Earth $ Man 
vi. 121 Those higher plants which start in life with two seed- 
leaves, and have stems with distinct bark, wood, and pith — 
the Exogens. 1889 Chambers’ Cycl., Exogenous Plants, or 
Exogens , a term applied to dicotyledons "by Lindley to ex- 
press an erroneous view of the mode of stem-thickening 
from that of monocotyledons, and now wholly disused by 
botanists, 

Exogenetic: see Exo- pref. 

Exogenous (eks^d^ihas), a. [f modX. exo- 
gen-a, -us (see Exogen) + -ous.] a. Bot. Growing 
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by additions on the outside ; of the nature of an 
exogen; pertaining to or characteristic of the 
exogens. b. Path. « Exogenetic. e. Anat. Of 
a portion of bone (see quot. 1854) ; opposed to 
autogenous, 

a. 1830 Lindley Nat. Syst . Bot. Introd. 19 A section of 
the trunk of an Exogenous plant exhibits bark on the out- 
side. 1833 Lyell Princ. Geol. III. 98 There is a consider- 
able analogy between the mode of increase of a volcanic 
cone and that of trees of exogenous growth. 1872 H. Mac- 
millan 7 V«e Vine iii. 76 As examples of exogenous plants 
may be mentioned the oak. .the apple, .and the rose. 

fig \ 1874 Mrs. Whitney We Girls ix. 1 91, I am going to 
try if one little bit of social life cannot be exogenous. 1885 
Mrs. Lynn Linton Stabhed in Dark iv. 40 [He had] a more 
exogenous nature than had the other ; a nature which lived 
more on, and adopted more from, externals, 

b. 1883 Fortn. Rev. 1 Aug. 177 An exogenous contagion 
is one that depends for its potency upon favouring conditions 
outside the body. 

c. 1854 Owen in Circ. Sc. (c. 1865 VI I. 48/2 Parts that grow 
out from previously ossified parts are called ‘exogenous*. 

Hence Exo genously adv. 

1879 Spectator 6 Sept, xi 25/1 Why should it [the Temple] 
not grow exogenously, building not towards the inside, but 
the outside? 1890 Williamson in Nature 17 Apr. 373 The 
former of these plants possessed a highly organized, exo- 
genously developed xylem zone. 

Exogynous : see Exo pref. 
f Exolete, cc. Obs. [ad. L. exolet-us, pa. pple. 
of exolescere to grow up, grow out of use, f. ex- 
(see Ex- fire/. 1 ) + ol- to grow ; cf. adolescPre .] 

a. That has gone out of use ; disused, obsolete. 

b. That has lost its virtue ; effete, insipid, c. Of 
flowers : Faded. 

a. 1611 Coryat Crudities 178 A Greeke inscription which 
I could not understand by reason of the antiquity of those 
exolete letters. 1621 Burton A nat . Mel. xi. iv. 1. v, In which 
[apothecaries' shops] many . . exolete, things out of date are 
to be had. *651 Ld. Digby, etc. Lett . cone . Relig. iv. 123 
Paganism is ridiculous, Judaism exolete. 1652 Urquhart 
Jewel Wks. (1834) 21 1 Plautus exolet phrases have been (ex- 
ploded] from the eloquent orations of Cicero. 1705 tr. Cow- 
ley's Hist . Plants Pref. (1795' 20 , 1 declaimed, .against the 
use of exolete and interpolated repetitions of old fables. 

b. 1657 Tomlinson Ren on’s Disp. 283 The vulgar carpo- 
balsame being . . faint, rancid, exolet. 1676 Phil. Trans . 
XI. 708 How exolete Blood falls asunder. 2684 tr. Bonet’s 
Merc. Compit . x. 358 These Exoticks, .are now and then 
deprived partly of their virtues and exolete. 

C. 1730-6 Bailey (folio), Exolete , faded, or withered, as 
flowers. 

t Exolution. Obs. Also 7 exolusion, exso- 
lution. [ad. L. ex(s)ohltmi-em r n. of action f. 
e xsolvfre: see next.] 

1 . The action of loosening or setting free ; the 
state of being loosened or set free ; esp. the emis- 
sion or escape of * animal spirits ’ formerly assumed 
as the cause of swooning. 

1615 Crooke Body of Man 41 There is an exolusion, and so 
a defect of vi tall spirits, 1634 T. J ohnson tr. Pareys Chirurg. 
805 An . .exolution, of the spirits like sowning. 1652 French 
Yorksh. Spa iv. 46 A canine appetite, & other ill symptomes 
caused by the exolution of the skin. 1657 Tomlinson Renou’s 
Disp. 591 Honey.. boyled to the exolution of the aqueous 
humidity. 1662 Stubbe Did. Nectar i. 4 At that time of the 
year, our bodies suffer a greater exolution of Spirit, 
t Used for : Dissolution, end. 

1846 Dr. S. Brown Hist. Set. in Lectures (1858! I. 339 
The evening . . twilight of an era is always the time when 
the poets who are to. .sing its. .approaching exolution come 
abroad. 

b. Relaxation (of the bodily powers) ; faintness. 

1634 T. Johnson tr. Parey’s Chirurg, xxn. xx. (1678) 504 

By this kind of disease [Plague] there cometh . . exsolution of 
the faculties. *650 Sir T, Browne Pseud. Ep. (ed. 2) iii. 
ix. ioi The exolution and languor ensuing that act [of 
spermaticall emission], 1651 Biggs New Disp. r 198 The 
exolution of the powers thence depending, would not bear 
those swift motions. 2674-81 in Blount Glossogr. ; whence 
1692-1732 in Coles. 

c. In mystical sense. 

f 1658 Sir T. Browne Hydriot, v. 83 If any have been so 
happy as truely to understand Christian annihilation, extasis, 
exolution, 

2 . * A full and perfect payment’ (Blount Glos- 
sogr. 1674). Hence 1692-1732 in Coles. 

t ExO’lve, v. Obs. [ad. L. ex(s)olvere, f. ex- 
out + solvere to loosen.] a. trans. To slacken, 
diminish, b. intr. for refi. To dissolve, e. ‘To 
pay clear off’ (Bailey 1730-6 folio\ 

1578 Banister Hist. Man v. 68 By lightly receiuing them, 
do gently exolue the violence of euery motion. 1657 Tom- 
linson R enou’s Disp. 41 Their virtue cannot so easily exolve 
and perish. 

IJ Exomion (eks<?n*mi£n). [as if a. Gr. H^pdov, 
dim. of Ifw/us : see next.] = next. 

1873 Browning AristoPh. Apol. 140 Describe the new 
exomion, sleeveless coat He. .robbed me of. 

J1 Exomis (eks<?u unis). [Gr. l£a tfus, f. If out + 
Sifws shoulder.] A vest without sleeves, leaving 
the shoulders bare ; worn by artisans and slaves. 

2850 Leitch tr . Mailed s A nc. A rt 400 The exomis, worn by 
artisans, while it supplied at the same time the place of the 
himation. .left the right shoulder with the arm free. 

11 Exomologesis (eksj^mpfygrsis). Also 6 
exh-. [Gr. If 0^0X07770-1? f. ^opioRoyeeiv, f. If in- 
tensive + 6 fio\oyeeiv to confess : see Homologate.] 
A full confession, a public confession. 
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13 92 tr. Ballinger’ s Decades 575 Exhomotogesis is the 
discipline of prostrating and humbling men in habite, m 
liuing, to lie in sacke and ashes. 2655 Jer. Taylor Unnm 
Necess. ix. § 4. 613 All publick criminals were tied to a pub- 
lick Exomologesis or Repentance in the Church. 1679 Pul- 
ler Moder . Ch. Eng. (1843) 276 Doctor Cressy may be thought 
to owe a penance for his Exomologesis. 2868 Q. Rev. Jan. 
59 Auricular confession put in place of the old exomologesis. 

II Exomphalos (eks^-mfatys). Also in mod.L. 
form exomphalus. [Gr. k£op<pa\o$ } f. If out + 
oficpaKos navel.] (See quots.) 

3754-64 Smellie Midwif. I. 423 This compression must 
be continued for some time in order to prevent an Exom- 
phalus, or rupture at the navel. 1842 Dunglison Med. Lex . 
(ed. 3) Exomphalus. 1878 T. Bryant j Tract. Surg. I. 647 An 
umbilical hernia or exomphalos is a protrusion at the navel. 

ExomphaloiXS (eks^-mfatos), a. [f. prec. + 
-ous.] Having a ruptured or protuberant navel. 

2863 R. F. Burton Abeokuta I. 43 The children, .are all 
more or less exomphalous. 

Exon (e*ks$i). [app. intended to express the 
pronunciation (ggzmi) of Fr. exempt . 

Cf. Exaun, occurring as a spelling of exempt in 1678 ; also 
exant (quot. 1655 below), used in the sense of Exempt sb. 
4 a. The * exempts ' or ‘ exons ' of the Yeomen of the Guard, 
according to Thoms Bk. of the Court , were first appointed in 
1668.] 

The ordinary title of the four officers of the 
Yeomen of the Royal Guard, 4 styled corporals in 
their commissions * (Thoms) and ranking below 
the 4 Ensign ’ ; = Exempt sb. 4 b. 

[1655 in Nicholas Papers (1892' II. 354 The Court gaue 
Moreland (Cromwells express! two Exants of y ! guards to 
conduct him in safety.] 1767 Royal Calendar 83 Yeomen 
of the Guards . . Exons [4 names follow]. 1843 Macaulay 
Ess., Mad. d’Arblay , It never occurred.. to the Exons, 
and Keepers of the Robes, that, etc. 28735 Daily News 19 
June 6/5 Colonel Bourke (the Exon in Waiting). 2891 New 
Army List 132 Yeomen of the Guard. . Exons [4 names]. 

Exonarthex : ses Exo- pref. 

Exoner (egz^nsi), v. Sc. [ad. Fr. exonir-er, 
ad. L. exoneifire : see Exonerate v .] » Exoner- 
ate in various senses : To relieve from a burden; 
to free from responsibility, liability, or blame. 
Now only in Sc. Law. 

*533 Bellenden Livy n. (1822) 149 Commanding the saidis 
consulis to exoner thaimself of all auctorite. 1582 in Spottis- 
wood Hist. Ch.Scot. vi. (1677) 323 They, .should beexonered 
of all Action, civil or criminal. 1637 Gillespie Eng. Pop. 
Cerem. Epist. C, You shall neither convince your Adver- 
saries, nor yet exoner your owne consciences. 1753 Scots 
Mag. XV. 86/1 She hath exonered herself. 1806 Times 
6 Aug. Advt., For the purpose of having the Trust Funds. . 
divided, .and the pursuers exonered of the said trust. 1882 
Daily Tel. 16 Feb., Thereafter to exoner and discharge 
him of his office and management as judicial factor. 

Exonerate, pple- Obs . exc. arch. Also 6 
exonerate [ad. L. exonerdt-us, pa. pple. of 
exonerdre \ see next.] Used as pa. pple. of 
next. 

2528 in Burnet Hist. Ref. II. 83 How may his Holiness find 
his Conscience towards God exonerate. 2546 in Vica 7 y*s 
Anat. (1888) App. viii. 219 [They] shalbe clerely exoneratt 
& dyscharged of beryng eny maner of Armour. 2621 Bolton 
St at. Irel. 275 (an. 2 Eliz.V To be cleerly exonerate, ac- 
quited, and discharged. 1868 Lowell Willows in Amer. 
Poems (Routl ) 372 By right of birth exonerate from toil. 

Exonerate (egz/rner^t), v. Also 6-7 -at. [f. 
L. exonerat - ppl. stem of exonerd-re, f. ex- (see Ex- 
preff) 4- oner-, onus burden. Cf. Fr. exonerer.] 

1 . trans. To take off a burden from ; to relieve 
of { a burden, material or immaterial) ; to unload, 
lighten (a ship) ; also humorously, to 4 relieve 9 
(a person) of his money. Now rare. 

1524 Hen. VIII, in Strype Eccl. Mem. I. App. xiii. 30 Dis- 
charging or exonerating their galeis. 2566 Painter Pal. 
Pleas. I.46 [They] haue prayed to God to be exonerated of 
loue, aboue all other diseases. 1615 T. Adams Spin. Navi- 
gator 34 He strives to exonerate his shoulders, a 1654 
Chapman Bacchus no Exonerate Our sinking vessel of his 
deified lode. 1637 Bastwick Litany in. 23 They would 
quickly exonerate their families of them. 1640 Bp. Rey- 
nolds Passions xxi. 218 It exonerateth the mind of all those 
dulling Indispositions. 1785 Burke Sp. Nabob Arcofs 
Debts Wks. IV. 308 The dent thus exonerated of so great a 
weight of its odium. 2798 Wellington in Owen Disp. 29 
Success would certainly exonerate our finances. 1807-8 
Syd, Smith Plymley’s Lett, x, Be exonerated of his ready 
money and his constitution. 

+ 2 . To discharge the contents of (the body, an 
organ), esp. by evacuation. To exonerate nature , 
oneself : to relieve the bowels. Obs. 

1542 Boorde Dyetary viii. (1870) 248 And exonerate your 
selfe at all tymes that nature wold expell. Ibid. xxx. 293 
To exonerat the blader and the bely whan nede shall re- 
quyre. 2625 G. Sandys Trav. 65 They sit all the day long, 
vnlesse they rise to exonerate nature. 2634 Sir T. Herbert 
Trav. 149 [They] over-load their mouthes . . and by a sud- 
den laughter exonerate their chaps. 1720 T. Fuller Pharm . 
Extemp. 322 Cachectic Pills . . exonerate the Habit of the 
Body. 1829 Health 4- Longevity 269 The bowels .. ought 
to be exonerated at least once in two days, 
f b. intr. for refi. Obs. 

2631 R. H . Arraignm. Whole Creature xiii. § x. 178 Over- 
charged . . till they, .exonerate as a Wolfe or Dog, too full 
gorged, with Canon. 1704 J. Pitts Relig. 4- Mann. Ma- 
hometans iv. 25 These Moors, .accounting it a great piece 
of Rudeness to exonerate in the sight of another. 1762 B. 
Stillingfl. Econ. Nat. Misc. Tracts 123 Care is taken that 
these animals should exonerate upon stones, etc. 
f 3 . refi. Of a lake, river, sea, etc., also of a blood- 


vessel: To empty itself, its waters, or contents; 
to disembogue, discharge. Obs. 

1598 Hakluyt Voy. I. 1x3 Neither did this riuer exonerat® 
itself into any sea- 2635 Jackson Creed viii. xx. Wks. VIII. 
43 We all meet in the main or ocean whereinto this psalm 
and others do exonerate themselves. 1659 Macallo Can. 
Physick 25 The great Veines. .do exonerate themselves into 
the little 2715 ; Halley in. Phil. Trans . XXIX. 298 That 
[gulf] of Paria, into which the Lake of Titicaca does in part 
exonerate it self. 

f 4 . trans . a. To discharge, pour off (a fluid 
product, a body of water), b. To cast off, get rid 
of (persons, population). Obs. rare. 

a. 261$ Crooke Body of Man 429 It [the bile] is . . ex- 
onerated into that which is called the Caua or hollow veine, 
1635 N. Carpenter Geog. Del. n. vi. 96 The streitnesse of 
the channell, wherein a great . . sea is to bee exonerated. 
267a Phil. Trans. VII. 5009 The Lympha does wholly 
exonerate itself into the sub-clavial and jugular veins. 

b. 2614 Raleigh Hist. World 1. viii. §4 These borderers 
, .might exonerate their swelling multitudes. 2657 Hawke 
Killing is M. 23 Whereby such nefarious and facinerous 
persons may be exonerated. 

5 . To relieve /? ^, + of (anything burdensome, 
a duty, obligation, payment, task, etc.). 

2548 Hall Ckron. 227 That he might, .exonerate them of 
the great charges, travayles & labors, that they now were 
in. c 1555 Harpsfield Divorce Hen. VIII, (1878)25 Would 
God Sir Thomas^ Moore .. had exonerated ana discharged 
me of this my pains & labour. 1692 Loud. Gaz. No. 2786/3 
To exonerate and discharge them from all Arrears of 
Hearth-money. 1783 Burke Rep. A ffaHs India Wks. 1842 
II. 62 Mr. Hastings, .offered to exonerate the company from 
that ‘ charge '. 2835 I. Taylor Spir. Despot, ii, 75 A body 
of clergy exonerated of all solicitude. 2852 Ord 4* Regid. 
R. Engineers ii.2 Commanding Royal Engineers will not ex- 
onerate any Officers, .from the performance of such Duties. 

6 . To free from blame; to exculpate ; also, to 
relieve from the blame or burden of; to relieve 
or set free from (blame, reproach). 

i*>7 $ Churchyard CMppes{ 1817) 40 That lord Oxford might 
be induced . . to exonerate Churchyard. 26554 H. L'Estrange 
Chas. I. (1655) 21 Nothing would prevail, nor would the 
Duke be exonerated. 2678 R. Barclay Apol. Quakers v. 
§ 12. 136 Such a season .. sufficiently exonerateth God of 
every Man’s Condemnation. 2824 W. Irving T. Trav. I. 

f 34 To exonerate myself of a greater crime. 1825 Mad. 
)'Arblay Diary I. 561 To exonerate her from the banal 
reproach of yielding unresisting to her passions, a 1848 R. 
W. Hamilton Rew. 4- Punishm , viii. 489 Do we seek to ex- 
onerate His justice., by the denial of His faithfulness? 
2884 Pae Eustace 187 , 1 won't exonerate the Government. 

Exoneration (egzpmer/i Jbn). [ a d. L. exon - 
eration-em, n. of action f. exonerdre : see prec.] 
The action of exonerating, 
f 1 . The action of discharging or relieving the 
contents of the bowels, etc. ; evacuation ; the ac- 
tion of disburdening nature. Const, of Obs. 

1652 Hobbes Leviath. 1. vi. 24 Some [appetites] are bora 
with men ; as . .Appetite of excretion and exoneration. 2702 
Grew Cosm. Sacra iii. iv. 216 The body is adapted unto 
Eating, Drinking, Nutrition, Coition, and other ways of Re- 
pletion and Exoneration. 1727 A.Hamilton Nexv Acc.E.Ind. 
I. xi. 223 In each Cabbin, is a Kitchin and a Place for Ex- 
oneration. 2784 Henley in Beckford’s Vathek (1868) 137 
note. The ablution and prayer indispensably required on the 
exoneration of nature. 

2 . The action of disburdening or relieving, or 
the state of being relieved from a duty, office, 
obligation, payment, etc . ; also, from blame or 
reproach ; an instance of this, a formal discharge. 
Const, of. In Sc. L^aw: see Exoner. 

2640-2 Kirkcudbr, War-Comm. Min. Bk. Q 855) 90 And 
the coppie thairof delyverit to thame for thair exoneratione. 
2642 in Rusbw. Hist. Coll. iii. (2692) I. 372 To receive ac- 
count of all Commissions granted, .and grant Exonerations 
thereupon. 2660 R. Coke Power 4- Subj, 211 An act con- 
cerning the exoneration of the Kings subjects from exactions 
and impositions. 2676 W. Row Contn. Blairs Autobiog. 
x. (1848X229 Papers had been prepared by the Commissioners 
of Estate and Kirk for their exoneration. 2866 'Times 6 Au g, 
Advt., A Process of Multiplepoinding and Exoneration has 
been instituted. 

Exonerative (egz^nerativ), a. [f. L. exonerat- 
ppl. stem of exonerdre (see Exonerate) + -ive.] 
Tending to give relief (from an obligation). 

2819 in Todd. 1875 Poste Gains 1. Introd. led. 2) 3 Title 
. .is any fact Collative or Privative of a Right and Iinpositive 
or Exonerative of an Obligation. 

Exonerator (egz^ner^tai). [a. late L. ex- 
onerdtor, agent-n. f. exonerdre : see Exonerate.] 
One who exonerates. 
a 1834 Dane cited by Worcester 1846. 

II Exoner etur (egzpmerrtai >. Law. Obs. [f. L. 
exoneretur let him be discharged, 3rd pers. sing, 
pres. subj. passive of exonerdre : see Exonerate v.J 
4 An entry made upon the bail-piece upon render 
of a defendant to prison in discharge of his bail * 
(Wharton Law Lex. 1848). 

1824 Bingham Reports I. 206 The Court, .refused to enter 
an exoneretur on the bail-piece. 

Exon eur al, -p atliic, -phagous: see Exo -pref 
Exophthalmia. [modJL f. Exophthalmus,] 
= Exophthalmus. 

2722-2800 in Bailey ; whence in mod. Diets. 

Exophthalmic (eksipf]?8e'lmik), a. Path » [f. 
Exophthalm-us + -10.] Of, pertaining to, or cha- 
racterized by exophthalmus. 

3878 T. Bryant Pract. Surg. I. 191 The exophthalmic 
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goitre . .or Basedow’s disease. 1889 Med. JrnLzZ Sept. 720/2 
Rapid action of the heart — in exophthalmic goitre. 

Bxophthalmus, K>S (ekS|*?f>se*lm£Js f -ps). 
Path. [mod.L., a Gr. egotydaXpios, f. kg out + o</>- 
OaXfJLos eye.] Protrusion of the eye-ball. 

187a Darwin Emotions vi. 162 Dr. Gunning has lately re* 
corded a case of exophthalmos in consequence of whooping- 
cough. 1876 tr. Wagner's Gen. Pathol, 565 Exophthalmus 
is constantly present in suffocation. 

Exopktlialniy. Anglicized f. Exophthalmia. 

1706 in Phillips (ed. Kersey); whence in mod. Diets. 

Exophyllous, -plasm, -podite : see Exo -pref 

+ ExO*pt, v. Obs. rare- 1 , [ad. L. exopt-dre, f. 
ex- ( see Ex- pref 1 ) + optdre to wish.] irons* To 
wish or desire greatly. 

1548 Forrest Pleas. Poesye 66 a, [‘The goods of the world ’ 
induce] the. soone withe the father also to mache, By vttre 
diffiaunce his deathe to exopte. 

t Exo*ptable, a. Obs.~° [ad. L. exopidbilis , 
f. exoptare : see Exopt.] To be desired or wished. 

1656 in Blount Glossogr. 1721-1800 in Bailey. 2828 in 
Todd ; whence in mod. Diets. 

tExO'ptate, v. Obs [f. L. exoptat- ppL 
stem of exoptd-re.] trans. To desire earnestly. 

1692 in Coles. 1721-1800 in Bailey. 

t Exopta'tioai. Obs. [as if ad. L. *exopldlidn- 
ettij n. of action f. exoptare to long : see Exopt.] 
The fact or state of earnestly desiring. 

1633 T. Adams Exp. 2 Peter iii. 18 The former is by way 
of gratulation, the other by way of exoptation, 1721-3800 
in Bailey ; 1847 in Craig. 

Exoptile : see Exo- pref 

E:xoraM*lity. [f. next f -ity.] The quality 
or condition of being exorable. 

1871 R. Ellis Catullus ciii. 2 The sesterces all, give back. . 
Silo, Then be a bully beyond exorability, you. 

Exorable (e*ks 6 rab’l), a. Now rare. [ad. L. 
exordbilis , f. exordre : see next. Cf. Fr. exorable.'] 

1. Capable of being moved by entreaty, acces- 
sible to entreaty. 

1563-87 Foxe A. $ M. (1684'! III. 259 For he is exorable, 
and hath no pleasure in the death of a Sinner. 2642 W. 
Cartwright Ordinary 11. i, A Usurer is somewhat exorable 
When he is full, a 1694 Tillotson Perm. xxxi. (1742) II. 
356 They shall address themselves to the mountains and 
rocks, as being more pitiful and exorable than he. 1788 V. 
Knox Winter Even. III. vn. i. 8 Death, whom no arts can 
render exorable, disappointed his ambition. 1867 Contemp. 
Eez'. V I. 371 Entreaty was for the exorable, and it failed; 
action for the inexorable, and it succeeded. 

1 2. In active sense : Effectual in entreaty. Obs. 
[Cf. L. exorabile carmen.] 

1574 Hellowes Guettara's Earn. Ep. (1577) 361 Good 
workes be more exorable vnto God than holy desires. 

Hence E’xorableness, the condition or quality 
of being accessible to entreaty. 

1642 Rogers Naaman 55 A spirit of mildnesse, mercie, 
exorablenesse and easinesse to be intreated. 1679 J. Good* 
man Penit. Pardon. 1. i, (1713) 2 The exorableness of a 
Father upon his Son’s submission. 3730-6 in Bailey (folio). 

t E’xorate, V. Obs. [f. L. exorat- ppl, stem 
of exordre , f. ex- (see Ex- pref. 1 ) + orare to pray.] 

1. trans. a. To request earnestly, implore, b. 
To prevail upon (a person) by entreaty. 

3599 Porter A ngry Worn. A bingd. Prol. , Let a poore schol- 
ler implore and exerate [s/c] that you would make him riche 
in the possession of a mite of your favours, c 3600 Timon 
11. iv. (1842) 32 Let it, O lett it bee lawfull for mee. .to orate 
and exorate. 1654 H. L’Estrange Chas. I. (1655) 21 No- 
thing could prevail, nor would the duke be exorated. 

2. To obtain by request. 

1623-6 in Cockeram. 

+ Exora tion, Obs. [ad. L. exdrdtion-em y n. 
of action f. exordre : see Exorate.] The action 
of beseeching or entreating ; an entreaty, 

3609 Bible (Douay) Ecclus. xvi. 12 Mightie [is] exoration, 
and powring out wrath. 1616 R. C. Times' Whistle vi. 2511, 
I leave thee with my best exoration F or thy most speedy . . 
reformation, a 1625 Fletcher Lime's Cure v. in, Deafe 
to your cries : and Marble To all impulsive exorations. 

f Exo*rb, v. Obs. [ad. L. ex(s)orb-ere to suck 
up, f. ex- (see Ex- pref if) + sorbere to suck.] trans . 
To suck up or out. 

1657 Tomlinson Renou's Disp. 720 Alwayes agitating them 
till the whole humour be exorbed. 

J Exo-rbeate, v. Obs. [f. L. ex(s)orbe-re (see 
Exorb) + -ate 3.] trans. To swallow up, engulph. 

1623 in Cockeram ii. 

Exo*rbitaI, a. [f. Ex- pref. 1 + Orbit + -al.] 
Outside the orbit. 

1876 Catal. Sci App. S. Kens, 553 For the determination 
of the exorbital protrusion of the eye-ball. 

Exorbitance ( egzp -ibitans). Also 7-8 exit.-, 
[f. Exorbitant : see -ance. Cf. Fr. exorbitance .] 
The quality or condition of being exorbitant. . 

1 1. Divergence or aberration from the prescribed 
or ordinary track ; eccentricity, irregularity, ano- 
maly, or an instance of these. Also, aberration 
of mind ; an attack of insanity. Obs. or arch. 

3631 Preston Life Eternal (1634) 26 Now, whence comes 
this uneven walking, this exorbitance of the wheeles ; 3663 
J. Spencer Prodigies 133 All these exorbitances in Na- 
ture serve to foil and set off the general beauty. . of its 
Works. 1684 tr. Bonet's Merc. Compit. xi. 37 3 The first 
exorbitance [in a case of mania] was very violent and lasted 
for ten months. *685 Boyle Enq. Notion Nat. 149, I shall 


not . . mention those Grand Anomalies, or Exorbitances. 3707 
Flgyer Physic. Pulse- Watch 186 By the Pulse we find by 
what Method we must regulate all Exorbitances. 38421 
De Quwcey Philos. Herodotus Wks. IX. 208 Our growing 
exorbitance from our limits warns us to desist, 

2. Divergence from the right path ; transgression 
of law or morality; misconduct, lawlessness, crimin- 
ality ; an instance of the same. arch. 

3611 Speed Hist. Gt. Brit. ix. viii. § 58 A project . . so 
execrable, as well may justifie King Johns exorbitances. 
a 1618 Sylvester St. Lewis 324 Eyes deep-vail’d with Ig- 
norance Or Knowledge stained with Sinnes Exorbitance. 
1632 Massinger City Madam 1. i, ’Tis strange my master 
. . can Give the reins to such exorbitance. 3663, Gerbier 
Counsel Dvb, Beware of ill Builders, .since by their exor- 
bitances, happen many irreparable accidents. 3769 Hist. 
Europe in Ann. Reg. 32/2 A picture, .sullied with the most 
dreadful exhorbitances. 3830 Scott Lady of L. 11. xxviii. 
foot-n The Border robbers . . had committed many exor- 
bitances. 3850 Grote Greece n. Iv. (1862) V. 30 Such 
unprincipled exorbitances of behaviour. 

3. Excessiveness, extravagance; an instance of 
this. Now chiefly, outrageous excessiveness, of 
demands, charges, prices, estimates, etc. 

1646 Mrq. Ormond in Carte Life (3735) III. 470 To 
heighten the exhorbitance of their expectations and de- 
mands. 1706 Garth Dispens. led. 6 mi. iq They riot still, Un- 
bounded m Exorbitance of 111 . 1793 Bp. Horsley Serm. 

(1824) 1. 198 The barriers, .against, .the exorbitance of licen- 
tiousness . . will soon be borne down. 1845 M c Culloch Taxa- 
tion n. v. (1852) 212 The exorbitance of the duties on tea and 
tobacco. 1868 Browning Ring Bk. x. 386 The exorbitance 
Of sin in this one sinner. 3884 Law Rep. 26 Chanc. Div. 240 
The exorbitance of Hobson’s charge for collecting the debts. 

Exorbitancy (egz/> -ibitansi), [f. Exorbitant : 
see -ancy.] The quality of being exorbitant. 

1. » Exorbitance i. Now rare. Also, fan 
irrational opinion. 

3623 W. Sclater Tythes (1623) 103 Exorbitance enough 
from the primary rule of assignement to Parish Churches. 
1649 Milton Eikon. xxvi. 468 That planetary motion, that 
unblamable exorbitancy. 1672 Phil. Trans. VII. 5126 To 
suppose . . an infinite profundity of the Stellar Sphere : rn 
Exorbitancy not to he admitted. 3677 Hale Prim. Orig. 
Man. m. iii. 265 This witty Man. .hath somewhat rectified 
the exorbitancy of Epicurus. 1879 H. N. Hudson Hamlet 
13 Frequent displays of mental exorbitancy. 

+ 2. = Exorbitance 2 . Obs. 

1619 W. Sclater Exp. x Thess. (1627) II. Ep. Ded. 4 In- 
formation of exorbitancy in some particulars of the Church. 
3647 Clarendon Hist. Reb. 1. ( 1843) 29/1 The exorbitancy 
of the house of commons., proceeded principally from their 
contempt of the laws. 1658 Bp. L. Womqck Exam. Tilenus 
40 There are sins., as in blasphemie. .wherein the act is 
not to he distinguished from the exorbitancie. 1670 G. H. 
Hist. Cardinals i, 11. 58 Any Treatise that .. rebukes the 
Exorbitancy of their Lives. 1702 Lond. Gaz. No. 3795/3 
His. .zealeus'Endeavour to curb the Exorbitancy of France. 

3. (Cf. Exorbitant A. 4 ). a. = Exorbitance 3 . 
t b. Disposition to exceed one’s rights ; excessive 
greed or rapacity ; an instance of this {obs.). 

a 3638 Mede Wks. (1672) Gen. Pref., I . .am. .far from in- 
terpreting your Love Exorbitancy. 3653 A. Wilson fas. / 
102 The exorbitancy of the new buildings about the City. . 
being a shelter for them. 3669 W. Simpson Hydrol. Chym. 
8r_ Gout . . roused up from the exorbitancy of a spurious 
acid ferment in the ultimate digestion. 3674 Govt Tongue 
vii. (3684) 368 This monstrous exorbitancy of discourse. 
3722 Sewel Hist. Quakers Pref. (3795) I. 34 The exor- 
bitances to which some launched out. 1749 Numbers 
in Poet. Comp. 26 One can hardly imagine the Antients 
could have run into . . Exorbitances in protracting their 
Rhythms. 1768 74 Tucker Lt. Nat. (1852) II. 363 The 
exorbitancy of the Romans swallowing up their neigh- 
bouring nations one after another. 1783 Burke Rep. Affairs 
India Wks. 3842 II. 23 A system of restraint on the exor- 
bitances of their servants. 1791 W. Maxwell in Boswell 
Johnson (1831;) I. 381 Who knows any real sufferings [from 
love] more than from the exorbitancy of any other passion? 
1803 Wellington in Gurw. Disp. II. 386 From the exorbi- 
tancy of that [duty] in particular levied at Collun. 1877 
Morley Crit. Misc. Ser. ii. 375 Divested of all the exor- 
bitances of his spirit and his style. 

Exorbitant (egzpubitant), a. and sb. Also 
6 exorbytant, 6 -8 exhorbitant, -ent. [ad. late 
L. exorbitant-em , pr. pple. of exorbitdre to go out 
of the track, f. ex- out + orbita wheel-track : see 
Orbit. Cf. Fr. exorbitant .] A. adj. 

+ 1. Leaving a specified track ; deviating from 
a specified rule or principle. Of remarks, discus- 
sions, etc. : Wandering from the subject, irrele- 
vant. Obs. 

1534 Whitinton Ttdlyes Offices 1. (3540) 46 Suche play as 
is not exorbytant fro the exercyse of honesty. 1599 Brough- 
ton's Lett. ix. 30 A. .government, exorbitant from the milde 
course of law and iustice. 1607 T opsell Four-f. Beasts { 3673) 
369 Having, .mentioned such a story, it is not exorbitant to 
add in one word other fictions. 3644 Jessop A ngel of Eph, 
50 How exorbitant from this rule the practices of our Pre- 
lates have been. 1674 Owen Holy Spirit (1693) 45 Exor- 
bitant from the Principles of Nature. 

+ b. Projecting, salient. Obs. 

17x4 Berham Astro-iheol '. v. v. (1769) 344 [Had the earth 
been square] they must have been . . retarded, .by the exor- 
bitant angles. 

2. Deviating from the normal, prescribed, or 
customary track, f a. Of movements, conduct, 
etc. : Eccentric, erratic, irregular (obs.) 

1613 Daniel Coll. Hist. Eng. (3626) 67 Strong raines to 
hold him in, from all exorbitant courses. 1654 H. L’Estrange 
Chas. / (3655) 35 The Commons when they see such a 
Blazing-star in course so exorbitant, .cannot but look upon 
it. 2673 Lady's Call. 1. § 1. 5 The vanity of wit.. has no 


EXORBITANT, 

■where a more free and exorbitant range than in censuring 
and deriding. 

b. [After use of exorbitans in Roman Law.] Of 
cases, offences, etc. : Anomalous, not coming within 
the intended scope of a law. Of powers, privi- 
leges, enactments : Abnormal, not in accordance 
with general principle. 

c 1460 Fortescue Abs. fy Lint . Mon. (1734) 47 What sums 
thay [the king’s charges] be not like to excede, but if. .ther 
fal a Case over much exorbitant. 2594 Hooker Eccl. PoL 
hi. xi. (2611) 224 Causes exorbitant, and such as their lawes 
had not provided for. 2675 [cf. 4 a]. <*1754 Fielding 

Charge to Grand Jury Wks. 2784 X. 262 The punishment 
. ; is fine or imprisonment; and if the case be exorbitant, by 
pillory and loss of ears. 1756 Nugent Montesquieu's Spir. 
Laws (1758) 1. 11. iii. 39 A magistrate invested with an ex- 
orbitant power. 1832 Austin Jurispr. (1879) II. 909 
Though the law and the right are ‘exorbitant’ or ‘ec- 
centric*. . Ibid. II, 981 They are mere anomalies: exor- 
bitant or irregular commands. 

t e. Aberrant from the common type, mon- 
strous, abnormal. Obs. 

_ 1607 Topskll Four f Beasts ( 1673) 358 The colour of Lions 
is generally yellow, for these before spoken of, black, white 
and red, are exorbitant. 2662 Gerbier Princ. 23 Those 
passions become the originall causes of exorbitant Features 
and Forms. 

f d. Of an insane person or his condition : Ex- 
travagant, frantic, wild. Obs. 

2667 Phil. Trans. II. 620 We found him [a madman] some- 
what less exorbitant. 2702 C. Mather Magn. Chr. in. 11. i. 
(1852) 358 The wretch continued in an exorbitant frame for 
a few days. 

f 3. Forsaking, or apt to forsake, the right path; 
erring, faulty, transgressing, trespassing. Obs. 

1556 Lauder Tractate 295 Raisand gret derth, exhorbitent 
Aganis 3our actis of Parliament. 15.. Sir H. Sidney in 
Ussher's Lett. {2686) App. 25 That thou, entring into this 
exorbitant Age, mayest be. .prepared to shun those courses. 
2605 B. Jonson Volpone iv. vi, I haue. .transgrest Against 
the dignitie of the _ court . . And beene exorbitant, a 2638 
Mede Disc. Prov iv, 23 Wks. 1. 203 We must resist and 
crush every exorbitant thought which draws to sin. 1640 
Bp. Hall Ckr. Moder. 8/2 The very patriarchs and princes 
of God’s peculiar people were palpably exorbitant in this 
kind. 1649 Milton Eikon. Pref., The people exorbitant 
and excessive in all thir motions, a 2716 Blackall Wks. 
(2723) I. 98 Over-rule their exorbitant Passions. 

4. Exceeding ordinary or proper bounds, a. Go- 
ing to excess in any action or quality. Of actions, 
appetites, desires, etc.: Excessive, immoderate, arch. 
Now with stronger sense : Grossly or flagrantly ex- 
cessive. 

2622 Burton Anat. Mel. 1. ii, iii. xi, Appetites both good 
. .if they be moderate, both pernitious if they be exorbitant. 
2622-62 Heylin Cosmogr. in. (1673)58/2 They had formerly 
been exorbitant in the worship of Idols. 1659 Wharton 
Disc. Astrol. Wks. (1683) 285 The exorbitant Practice of 
frequent Blood-letting. 1675 tr. MachiavellP s Prince xvii. 
(Rtldg. 2883) 204 Exorbitant mercy has an ill effect. 1719 
J. Richardson Science Connoisseur 147 Some are Exorbi- 
tant in the Praises of what Themselves Possess. 1802 Paley 
Nat. Theol. xxvi. (2826) 389 The exorbitant multiplication 
of some troublesome insects. 2853 Herschel Pop. Led. 
Sc. ii. § 21 (2873) 63 The excessive, exorbitant prodigality 
of diffusion of the sun’s light and heat. 2871 Browning 
Balaust. 282 They wondered strangers were exorbitant In 
estimation of Euripides. 

f b. Exceeding one T s rights, encroaching. Obs. 

2631 Weever Anc. Fun. Mon. 790 By the exorbitant autho- 
rise of the Pope, this election was disanulled. a 2635 
Naunton Fragm. Reg % (Arb.) 45 My Lord ^ of Essex.. was 
so exorbitant in the limitation of the Soveraign aspect. 

c. Of a price, rate, stipulation, demand, claim, 
etc. : Grossly excessive. 

2670 R. Coke Disc. Trade 24 The Exorbitant Impositions 
of the King of Denmark, t 2722 De Foe Moll Flanders 
(2840) 845 Nor were his conditions exorbitant. 2729 Frank- 
lin Ess, Wks. 1840 II. 255 To restrain men from giving and 
receiving exorbitant interest. 1781 Gibbon Decl. <5* F. II. 
xlvi. 721 He exhausted their wealth by exorbitant tributes. 
1836 W. Irving Astoria III. 359 The Indians, .raised the 

? nce of horses to an exorbitant rate, i860 Kingsley Misc. 
I. 205 The landlord can obtain an exorbitant rent. 1875; 
owett Plato (ed. 2) I. 385 The informers. .are far from 
eing exorbitant in their demands. 1879 M. Arnold Irish. 
Catholicism Mixed Ess. 126 To advance pretensions the 
most exorbitant. 

d. Of power, wealth, etc. : Overgrown, enor- 
mous, excessive, arch. 

1648 Nicholas Papers (Camden) 1. 126, 1 hold Lord Jermins 
. .power as vast and exorbitant. 2693 Locke Educ. § 7 An 
exorbitant fortune, c 1771 J. Fletcher Check iv. Wks, 2795 
III. 12 Your favourite doctrines, .would lose their exorbitant 
influence. 1816 F. H. Naylor Hist. Germany I. 1. ix. 362 
Prescribing bounds Jo the exhorbitant power of Austria. 

e. Of a material object, an outline, or surface: 
Disproportionately large, excessive in any dimen- 
sion; in mod. use, outrageously or extravagantly 
large. Also fig. arch. 

166a Gerbier Princ. 9 Those exorbitant Chimney-Shafts. 
1667 E. Chamberlayne St. Gt. Brit. 1. m. x. (1743) 228 The 
exorbitant extent and compass of Parishes. 1688 R. Holme 
Armoury in. 382/1 The exorbitant and over-burnt Wick in 
a candle. ^ 1709 Sacheverell Serm. 15 Aug. 15 This Over- 
grown, this Exorbitant Sinner. 17x1 Shaftesb. Ckarac, n. 
iv. (2737) II. 303 Its chief Bulk being compos’d of two exor- 
bitant Muscles. 28^3 Carlyle Past. <$• Pr. (1858) 169 With 
exorbitant breast-pin. 1863 Geo. Eliot Romo la (1880I I. 
5 The exorbitant line of the Pitti [palace] roof [at Florence] 
is hidden from San Miniato. 

f B. sb. One who or something which exceeds 
proper limits. Obs. rare. 


EXORBITANTLY. 
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t6z6 W. Sclater Exp. 2 Thess. i'1629) 277 Howsoeuer 
exorbitant® behaued themselues, they [Brethren] yet should 
continue m weldoing. 1634 H. L’Estrange Chas. I (1655) 
25 His Majesty . . demanded justice against those ex- 
orbitants. ^1714 M. Henry Wks. I. 135 The most, .daring 
exorbitants of an ungoverned tongue. 

Exorbitantly (egzpubitantli), adv. [f. prec. 

4- ly 2 .] In an exorbitant manner or degree; at 
an exorbitant rate. 

<*1633 Sibbes Sertn, John xlv. 11 Affections are. .raised 
up irregularly and exorbitantly. 1668 Clarendon Con- 
tempi. Ps. Tracts (1727) 604 using the power.. so exorbi- 
tantly. 2693 Congreve^ Double Dealer in. x, The old fat 
fool that paints so exorbitantly. 1721 Vind. Sacheverell 20, 

I know you to be exorbitantly wicked. 1837 Syd. Smith 
Let. Singleton Wks. 1859 II. 257/1 Incomes, .exorbitantly 
and absurdly great. ^ 2864 Mrs. Carlyle Lett. III. 220 , 1 get 
plenty of cream, quite good, paying for it exorbitantly. 

Exorbitate (egzp-rbit^t), v. Obs. or arch . [f. 
L. exorbit at- ppl. stem of exorbit are : see Ex- 
orbitant.] intr. To deviate from the usual course; 
to stray. 

2600 Abp. Abbot Exp. Jonah. 116 We are ready to exorbi- 
tate. 2643 Prynne Sov. Power Pari. 1. (ed. 2) 5 The Law 
. .ought to bridle him [the King] when he exorbitates from 
the Law. 2643 Hunton Treat. Monarchy 1. iv. 13689) 28 
If one exorbitate, the power of restraint , . should be in the 
rest, 1651 Smith in Pulled s Abel Rediv. 572 Such as least 
exorbitate [ printed exoribitate] from the Doctrine, .of the 
Church of Rome.. 1671 H, Stubbe Reply 31 When other 
Mens Flatteries did thus Exorbitate, etc. 

b. Of heavenly bodies: To deviate from the 
usual orbit ; to follow an erratic course. 

2693 Bentley Atheism viii.12 They would ..sometimes 
have exorbitated beyond the distance of Saturn. 2747 Her- 
vey Medit. 1 1 . 231 The heavenly bodies would exorbitate into 
wild confusion.. 2827 Coleridge Biog. Lit. 22 To describe 
the earth as in imminent danger of exorbitating. 

Hence + Exorbitating ppl a. 

163a Lithgow Trav. x. 487 No inference can prye, nor 
strange illation prooue, In your exorbitating [printed exor- 
bitanting] braines, my period I did mooue. 2644 Hunton 
Vind. Treat. Monarchy vii. 55. Parliament [is].. bound to 
resist.. the destruction of liberties, by exorbitating Princes. 
2659 H. More Immort. Soul (1662) 175 Rather the work of 
Art then of exorbitating Nature. 

ExorMtation. (egzpibit^Jbn). [ad. L. ex- 
orbitatibn-em , n. of action f. exorbitdre : see Ex- 
orbitate.] Deviation from the usual path or 
track ; an instance of the same. 

a 1628 Preston New Covt. (1634) 200 If there be an exor- 
bitation of the line.. it is not straight. 2632 R. Byfield 
Doctr. Sabb. 172 The exorbitation of discipline. 1635 Hey* 
wood Hierarch. 1. 12 They are. .an Exorbitation and bring- 
ing out of Square. 1847 De Quincey Wks. (2862! VII. 
76 No deliberative body would less have tolerated such 
philosophic exorbitations from public business. 

Exorcise : see Exorcize. 

T Exorcision. Obs. rare. [f. exorcise , Ex- 
orcize v. + -ion.] =* Exorcism. 

150a Ord. Crysten Men (W. de W. 2506) 1. ii. 13 And that 
is as now of the exorcysyon. 

Exorcism (e*ks/isiz’m, egzpusiz’m). Forms : 

5- 7 exorcism©, (4-5 exorsism, 6 exorcysme, 
-cyme), 5- exorcism, [ad. late L. exorcism-us \ 
a. Eccl. Gr. l^opmcr/xos, f. k£opKtfav : see Exorcize. 
Cf. Fr, exorcisme. 

In this and the related words Johnson and nearly all later 
Diets, mark the stress on the first syllable ; but the second 
pronunciation is often heard, esp. in exorcize , which other- 
wise is liable to confusion with exercise.] 

X. The action of exorcizing or expelling an evil 
spirit by adjuration or the performance of certain 
rites ; an instance of this. 

T In first quot. misused for exorcist. 

23.. E. E. A Hit. P. B, 1579 Sorsers & exorsismus & fele 
such clerkes. c 2450 Castle Hd. Life St. Cuthb. (Surtees) 
3815 Be J>e vertu of exorcisme. 1502 Ord. Crysten Men 
(W. de W. 1506) 1. ii. 14 And that sufFyseth as now of the 
exorcysme & cathecysme. 1550 Veron Godly Saiyngs (1846) 
44 Ye did give your names, & began to be ground with 
fastinges & exorcymes. 2641 Milton Reform, r. (2851) 3 
Then was Baptisme chang’d into a kina of exorcisme. 
1750 Warburton Doctr. Grace n, v. Wks. (2811) VIII. 336 
To evince these great Truths, seems to have been the end 
both of Possessions and of the Exorcisms. 1828 Byron 
Ch. Har. iv. xxiv. The spectres whom no exorcism can 
bind. 1836 Mrs. Browning A ur, Leigh it. 872 An exorcism 
against the devildom Which plainly held me. 1879 Farrar 
St. Paul I. 492 The calm authoritative exorcism restored 
the broken harmony of her being; 

1 * b. improperly. The action of calling up spirits; 
the ceremonies observed for that purpose; con- 
juration. Obs. 

2430 Lydg. Chron . Troy t. v, But moste she wrought by 
nycromancye With exorsismes and conjuracions. 2393 
Shake. 2 Hen. VI, r. iv. 5 Will her Ladyship behold and 
heare our Exorcismes? 160a Dekker Satiromastix 183 
This ghost of Tucca . . was raised up (in print) by new Ex- 
orcism^ a 263a J. Smith Sel. m Disc. ii. 37 This root of 
superstition , . branched forth . . into magic and exorcisms. 
2 . A formula employed in exorcizing. 

2550 Bale Apol. 23 h, I found an olde bishoppes ordy- 
nary or boke of their exorcismes for church halowinges, etc. 
*63* Hobbes Leviath. iv. xliv. 339 The same Exorcisme is 
repeated once more, 2752 Smollett Per. Pic. (1779) I. 
xxxiv. 306 Morgan.. began to utter exorcisms with great 
devotion. 2733 Young Centaur (1757) IV. vi. 251 Here, 
then, I shall begin my exorcism. Its words must be strange 
and barbarous, suited to the occasion. 28x6 Scott Antiq. 
xxv. Fortified with, .as many exorcisms as his memory could 
recover, he advanced. 


F b. An imprecatory oath. Obs. 

2601 Holland Pliny II. 225 That prescript forme of exor- 
cisme, whereby the two Decij, both the father and sonne, 
betooke themselues to all the hellish furies. 

Hence Bxorci'smal a., pertaining to, or of the 
nature of, exorcism. 

1887 Fortn . Rev. May 740 The exorcismal practices of the 
clergy. 

FPxoreisory, a . [f. exorcise , Exorcize + -ory.] 
Serving to exorcize. 

1836 E. Howard R. Reefer xliv, The exorcisory cantation 
of the previous night. 

Exorcist (.ekspisist, egz^usist). Forms : 4-6 
exorciste, (6 exereiste), 6 - exorcist, [ad. late 
L. exorcist a, ad. Gr. kgopKLOTrjs, f. k£opid£uv : see 
Exorcize. Cf. Fr. exorciste. 1 One who exorcizes. 

1. One who drives out evil spirits by solemn 
adjuration, etc. 

1382 Wyclif Actsxix. 13 Summeof the lewis exorcistis, or 
coniureris. 2649 Selden Laws Eng. 1. x. (1739) 18 Exor- 
cists, that served to dispossess such as were possessed by the 
Devil. 2774^ Pennant Tour Scot, in 1772. 344 The exorcist 
was called in to drive away these evil Genii. 1833 H. 
Rogers Eel. Faith 86 A dumb demon, awaits to find a 
voice, .at the summons of an exorcist. ^ 

transf. 1877 ‘Rita’ Vivienne m. viii, Hard work is the 
best exorcist for dark hours and painful memories. 

b. spec. The third of the four lesser orders in 
the Roman Catholic Church. Cf. Benet. 

2360 Becon Catech. Wks. (1564) 462 a The exorciste must 
cast out devils, Sc say unto the people, that all suche as 
wyll not communicate, must departe & go awaye. 2579 
Fulice Hoskins' Part 245 Acolytes, exercistes, readers, 
etc. 1642 Jer. Taylor Episc. (1647) 174 The office, .of an 
exorcist, .[is] no way dependent on the office of a deacon. 
1844 Lingard AngloSax.Ch. (1858) I. iv. 133 We soon meet 
. . with . . exorcists . . these were ordained. 

f 2. One who calls or pretends to call up spirits 
by magical rites. Obs. 

1601 Shaks. Jul. C. 11. i. 323 Thou like an Exorcist, hast 
conjur’d vp My mortified Spirit. 1621 Burton Anat. Mel. 
i..iii, ni. (1652 1 2X1 The knavish impostures of Juglers, Exor- 
cists, Mass-Priests and Mountebanks. 

3. Comb. 

1606 Sylvester Du Bartas II. iv. 1. 454 David’s sacred 
Ditty.. Exorcist-like chac’t Nature's cruel Foe. 

Hence Exorci'stical a ., of or pertaining to an 
exorcist or to an exorcism. 

2664 H. More Myst. Iniq . xviii, And uses an Exorcistical 
form for the ejecting. 2749-31 Bp. Lavington Enthus. Me- 
thod. if Papists in. (1754) 185 A rare Instance of Exorcistical 
Virtue. 1827 W. G. S. Excursion of Village Curate 128 
Exorcistical, necromantical and demonological charms. 

Exorcization (eks^tsmz^-jbn). Forms: 4 
exorcisacioun, -zacion, exorsisaeion, -cyon, 
-tion, 6 exorcysacyon, 6 - exorcisation. [f. next 
+ -ation.] The action of exorcizing; i.e. a. of 
driving out evil spirits by adjuration, etc. ; fb. of 
calling up spirits by magic. 

1373 Barbour Bruce iv. 750 Throu exorcizaciones, To ger 
spintis to thame apeir. c 1384 Chaucer H. Fame ui. 173 
Old witches, sorceresses, That usen exorsisations. 1302 
Ord. Crysten Men (W. de W. 2506)1. ii, 13 And do that 
solempnyte of exorcysacyon. 2563-87 Foxe A.<f M. (1596) 
467/2 The booke of exorcisation . . which is sprinkled in the 
church. 1664 H. More Myst. Iniq. xviii, The Priest's Ex- 
orcization in the Names of God. .does not excuse him from 
the guilt of Enchantment. 2684 I. Mather Remark. Pro- 
vid. (2856) 183 To cure diseases, and drive away evil spirits 
by..exorcIzations, etc. 2749-51 Bp. Lavington Enthus , 
Method. # Papists in. (2754) 115 His better Friends, .have 
inserted a Prayer in the Office of Exorcization. 2836 Kane 
A ret. Expl. II. xxv. 252 My promised exorcisation of the 
demon in his stomach. 

Exorcize, -ise (e*ks/issiz, egzp-jsaiz), v. Also 
6 exorsize. [(?ad. Fr. exorcise-r,) ad. late L. ex- 
orcizdre , ad. Gr. egopulfay, f. If out + op/cos oath. 

^ Owing perh. to association with exercise, the spelling -ise 
is now almost universal ; the better form exorcize is marked 
in most Diets, as obsolete.] 

1. trans. To drive away (an evil spirit) by the 
invocation or use of some holy name ; to call forth, 
expel. Const, from, out of. 

2346 Bade Eng \ Votaries 35 All vayne & craftye scyences, 

. . exorcysynge, incautynge & coniuryngge. 2722 Steele 
Sped. No. 141 ? 6 Something. . in this Comedy, .wants to 
be exorcised more than the Witches, 2850 Mrs. Jameson 
Leg. Monast. Ord. (1863) 21 Touched him on the shoulder 
with his staff and exorcised the demon. 2870 Gladstone 
Glean. IV. vi. 202 The spirit which devised it, is not exor- 
cised, either from the priesthood or the rural population. 

2. To clear (a person or place) of evil spirits ; 
to purify or set free from malignant influences. 

1645 Evelyn Mem. (1857) I. They were, .exorcised at 
their entering the church with abundance of ceremonies. 
2722 Addison Sped. No. no ? 5 The Knight.. ordered all 
the Apartments to be flung open, and exorcised by his 
Chaplain. 2742 Young Nt. Tk . ix. 1362 Exorcise his heart 
So long possest. 2826 W. Jay Christian Contemplated ix. 
292 This joy exorcises a man, of carnal affection. 2848 
Lytton Harold xu ix. 291 Muttering hymns, monks huddled 
together, .as if to exorcise the land of a demon. 

0 . To call upon (an evil spirit) with a solemn 
asseveration; to adjure. Also, to conjure up. 
Now rare. 

2584 R. Scot Discov. Witcher, xv. xii, 412 , 1 doo conjure 
and I doo exorcise you, by the father, by the sonne, and by 
the Holy-ghost.. that. .you doo come unto me. 264$ R. 
Hodges Plain. Direct. 8 His daily exercise is to exorcise 
or adjure. 273a Neal Hist. Purit. (1822) 1 . 44 The devil 


was exorcised to go out, and enter no more into him. 2848 
Mrs. Jameson Sacr. tf Leg, Art ■ 1850)406 Having exorcised 
the dragon in the name of Him who was born of a virgin. 

transf. x8. . De Quincey Wks. (1871) XVI. 16 Secrets of 
ages remote from each other have been exorcized from the 
accumulated shadows of centuries. 

Hence Exorcizsd ppl. a. Exorcizement, the 
action of exorcizing; exorcizing influence. Ex- 
orcizer (also 6-7 exorcisor ), one who exorcizes. 
Exorcizing 1 vbl. sb . and ppl. a. 

2664 H. More Myst. Iniq. xviii, The derivation or distri- 
bution of these Exorcized Elements into several Supersti- 
tious uses. 1679 Puller Moder. Ch. Eng. (1843) 205 Never. . 
aneling any with exorcised oil . . till, etc. 1782 Fashionable 
Follies I. 102 He .. was become sensible to the exorcise- 
ment of holy water. . 2873 L. Wallace Fair God vii. ii. 452, 

I am not an evil spirit, to fly the exorcisement of thy bell. 
2502 Ord. Crysten Men (W. de W. 1506' I. ii. 12 But for 
the good understanding the which is exordser that is to be 
noted. ax8o6 Horsley Serm. (1810) I. x. 230 Things that 
they had seen done., by professed exorcisers. 2610 Bp. 
Hall Apol. Brmvnists § 45 Their anoylings, their exorciz- 
ings. 2664 More Myst. Iniq, xviii, Of the Enchanting 
or Exorcizing of Water [etc.]. 1817 T. L. Peacock Meiin- 
court i, The invariable exorcising apparatus of a large 
venison pasty. 

Exorcize, sb. rare. [f. prec. vb.] The action 
of the vb. Exorcize. 

2863 Thornbury True as Steel II. 107 Let us drink to the 
exorcise of the evil spirit of treachery. 

fExoTd, v. Obs.—° [ad. L. exord-iri x see 
Exordium.] intr. To begin. 

2613 in R.^ C, Table Alpk. (ed. 3). 

Exordial (egzpudial), a. [f. L. exordi-um 4 - 
-al.] Of, pertaining to, or of the nature of, an 
exordium ; introductory. 

2682 Sir T. Browne Chr. Mor. (1 756) 127 To undervalue 
that, unto which this is but exordial. 2751 Johnson Ram- 
bler No. 158 ¥ 11 If the exordial verses of Homer be com- 
pared with the rest of the poem. 2846 Sir W. Hamilton 
Dies, in Reid's Wks. 905 But it would seem in general, that 
the exordial movement. .is also the central movement. 

fExcrrdiate, v. Obs. [f. L. exordi-um + 
-ate 3.] intr. To utter an exordium, begin. 

2594 Zepheria xxxix. in Arb. Garner V. 85 If .. she 
Command thee not to peace, ere thou exordiate ! 

t Exo*rdinary, a. Obs. [f. Ex- prefX + Or- 

dinary.] = Extraordinary. 

2602 Deacon & Walker Spirits <$• Divels 233 The ap- 
prooued priuiledge of any exordinarie power from the Lord. 

II Exordium (egzpudi#m). PL exordiums, ex- 
ordia. [L. exordium, f. exordtri to begin, f. ex- + 
ordin to begin.] The beginning of anything; 
esp. the introductory part of a discourse, treatise, 
etc. ; * the proemial part of a composition ? (J.). 

[2531 Elyot Gov. i xiv,Onelytheylackepleasaunt fourme 
of begynnyng, called in latin Exordium.] 1582 Marbeck 
Bk. of Notes 515 Saint Paule. .doeth with a godly Exordium 
touch the arrogancie of the false Apostles. t 2594 Drayton 
Idea 533 Some . . With Flames and Lightnings their Exor- 
diums paint. 2649 Selden Laws Eng. 11. Pref. (1739) 2, I 
shall consider them jointly, as in way of Exordium to the 
rest. 2736 West Let. in Gray's Poems (1775)12 My poor 
little Eclogue, .has been condemned, .an exordium of about 
sixteen lines absolutely cut off. 1838 Dickens Nick. Nick. 
in, With this exordiuih. .Nickleby took a newspaper from 
his pocket. 1830 Grote Greece 11. Ivii. (1862) V. 233 Alki- 
biades started up forthwith — his impatience breaking loose 
from the formalities of an exordium. 

Exordize (e*ks£idaiz), v . rare. [f. Exordi-um 
+ -ize.] intr. To make an exordium ; to begin. 
2887 Sat. Rev. 23 Apr. 596 Mr. Symons . . exordizes with 
the words * I have ever held ’ etc. 
t Exordy. Obs. Anglicized f. Exordium. 
c 2430 Lydg. Bockas vn. (1554) 267 a, With an exordye 
her to diffame. — Hors, Shepe, <f G. (Roxb.) 14 With an 
exordye of latyn he dide thus expresse, Veste purpurea, etc. 

t Exo’re, V. Obs. [ad. L. exor-dre , f. ex- (see 
Ex- prefd) + dr are to entreat.] trans. To be- 
seech, prevail upon by entreaty ; = Exorate. 

1598 Tofte Alba (1880) 54 Exorde, desirde, intreated, 
they’le not be, 

t Exo*m, v. Obs. Also 5 exourn. [ad. L. ex- 
orti-are, f. ex- (see Ex- pref 1 ') + ornare to adorn.] 
trans. To adorn, embellish ; = Exornate v. 

c 2430 Mirour Saluacioun 1267 Twelve leonnceux ouer 
sex greces Salomones throne exourned. 2509 Hawes Past. 
Pleas, 37 Yet Elocusion . . The mater exorneth right well. 
c 2355 Harpsfield Divorce Hen. VIII (1878) 125 With long 
painted supervacaneall words exorned. 2609 TV HiggoNs 
inT. Morton/l?mu. 1 lames Gretzer. .hath exorned it with 
a special! encomion. 

+ Exo’raate, pple. Obs. [ad. L. exorndt-us , 
pa. pple. of exomdre : see prec.] Adorned. 

2509 Hawes Past. Pleas, xn. i, Whan the matter is 
founde by invencyon..And by elocucyons famous clerenes 
Exornate well. 

t Exo’rnate, v. Obs , [f. ppl. stem of L. exor- 
ndre : see Exorn.] trans. To adorn, embellish. 

1539 Taverner Gard. Wysed. 11. 17 b, Gods propertye is, 
to garnyshe and exomate the offyee of the magistral and, 
rulers. 157a L. Lloyd Pilgr. Pr. (1607) 30 Nature was 
alwayes desirous, .to exomate and beautifie her selfe with 
knowledge. 2589 Puttenham Eng. Poesie n. (Arb.) 142 
Their kemimeris or halfe foote serued to bewtifie and 
exornate the verse. 2656-82 in Blount Glossogr. 

1* Exorna’tion. Obs. [ad. L. exornatidn-em 
(used Rhet. by Cicero and Comificius), n. of action 
f. exomdre,: see Exorn.] 


EXOBHATORY. 


EXOTIC. 


The action of adorning, the condition of being 
adorned ; decoration, embellishment. Also, an 
instance, method, or means of embellishment ; an 
adornment. Chiefly Rhet. 

31548 Udall Erasm. Par. Luke Pref. 3 a, The painted col- 
ours, and exprnacions of Rethorike. 1553 T. Wilson Rhet. 
90 Exornacion is a gorgiousse beautifiynge of the tongue 
with borowed wordes. 1589 Warner Alb. Eng. (1612) 331 
For the greater reuerence and exornation of the present 
solemnity. 1624 Gag for Pope 14 In the Orchards . .amongst 
other exornations and furnitures of comelines, they haue 
whole trees of Sauine. a 1640 J ackson Creed xi. xlvl. Wks. 
XL 364 Artificial exornations, or words more choice than 
such as spring out of the matters handled. 1657 J- Smith 
Myst. Rhet. 221 Many times repeating, .but yet with other 
words, .and exornations. 

t ExOTnatory, a. Obs. [f. L. exomare : see 
Exornate v. and -ORY ] Concerned with adorn- 
ment. 

1657 Tomlinson Rcnou's Disp. 707 The Exomatory Art 
fExo-rnify, v. Obs.-® [f. Exorn + -(i)fy.] 
trans. To deck or garnish. 

1613 in R. C. Table A Iph. (ed. 3). 

Exorrhizal, -ous : see Exo- pref. 
t Exo*rt, V. Obs. [f. L. exort- ppl. stem of 
exoriri, f. ex- (see Ex- prefX) + oriri to arise.] 
intr. To spring up, issue forth. 

a 1400 Cov. Myst. (1841) 107 AUe myn Aungellys . . crye 
that grace to man myghte exorte. 

Exort(e, obs. form of Exhort. 

Exortaeion, -ation, obs. ff. Exhortation. 

T ExO*rtion. Obs. [f. as if ad. L. *exortion-em, 
n. of action f. exorlri : see Exort.] The action 
of arising or (of a leaf) emerging ; the point of 
emergence. 

2657 Tomlinson Renou's Disp. 382 Its fruits, .erupt about 
the exortion of its leafes. 

f Exo'rtivej, a. Obs.-® [ad. L. exortiv-us, {. 
exorlri : see Exort.] Pertaining to the rising of 
the sun or to the east. 

2656-81 in Blount Glossogr. 1730-6 in Bailey (folio), 
t Exo'rture. Obs. rare. [f. L. type *exortura 
f. exorlri (see Exort).] Rise, origin. 

2578 Banister Hist. Man 1. 21 Whiche [processes] rising 
also from the sides of the Vertebres, do erect their exort we 
npwardes. Ibid. 1. 32 From [the ridge of Ilium].. flow 
Ligamentes, and the exorture of these Muscles, that con- 
stitute the buttockes. 

Exoscopic : see Exo- pref. 
t Exo’sculate, v. Obsr~® [f. ppl. stem of L. 
exosculdrl , f. ex- (see Ex- preff) 4* oscular! to kiss, 
f. oscul-um a kiss.] trans. To kiss heartily. 

1570 in Levins Manip. 1623-6 in Cockeram. 2722-1800 
in Bailey. 

f BxoSCUla*tion. Obs. [ad. L. exosculdtibn - 
em, n. of action f. exosculdrl ; see prec.] 

1 . The action of ‘ exosculating ’ ; a hearty kiss. 

<21560 Becon Displ.Pop. Mass (1637 ) 298, I passe over 

your, .genuflexions, .and exosculations. 2652 Sparke Prim . 
Devot. (1663) 522 Asking him forgiveness .. which St. James 
expressed by prayer for him, and exosculation. 

2 . Anat. Anastomosis. 

2634 T. Johnson tr. Parey's Chirurg. in. xi. (1678) 64 Press- 
ing the blood on both sides . . until you shall find the exos- 
culation of these vessels. 

Exoskeletal, -on : see Exo- pref 
Exosmic (eks^'zmik), a. [f. Gr. e£tu (see Exo-) 
+ uaixo-s (see Exosmosis) + -ic.] ‘Of or belong- 
ing to Exosmose’ (Syd. Soc. Lex. 1884). 
Exosmose (e*ks^zm<?“s). Physics and PJtys. 
[a. Fr. exosmose , formed by Dutrochet as if ad. 
mod.L. exosmbsis: see next. Cf. Endosmose, 
Osmose.] = next. 

1828 Edin. Jml. Science IX. 204 This action M. Dutro- 
chet calls exosmose or impulse outwards, from the Greek 
words *1- out and octiaos, an impulse. 1875 Darwin In- 
sectiir. PI. v. 82 The impairment of the leaves may be attri- 
buted to injury from exosmose. 

fig. 1888 J. Jacobs Bidpai xxxvi, There was an exos- 
mose of ideas and tales between the literate and illiterate. 
Exosmosis (eks^zm^u-sis). Physics and Phys. 
[mod.L. (quasi-Gr.), f. Gr. I'^-co (see Exo-) + aiofibs 
pushing ; * Exosmose. Cf. Endosmosis.] 

The passage of a fluid ‘ outwards’ through a 
porous septum, to mix with external fluid. 

2839 Todd Cycl. Anat. II. 98/2 There is then a current of 
..exosmosis which enters it [the bladder]. 2874 Jones & 
Siev. Pathol Anat. 406 The menstrual, and hsemorrhoidal 
discharge, is rather analogous to the process of exosmosis. 

Exosmotic (eks^zmytik). [f. as prec. on Gr. 
analogies; cf. anastomosis , anastomotic .] ‘Re- 
lating to exosmose’ (Syd. Soc. Lex* 1 884). 
Exosperm, -spore, -sporous : see ’Ex.o-fref 
Exossate (eks|p*s<?‘t), v. [f. L. exossdt - ppl. 
stem of exossdre to deprive of the bones, f. ex- (see 
Ex- pref. l ) + ass-, os bone.] trans. To deprive of 
bones; f to cause (fruits) to grow without stones. 
Hence Exossated ppl. a. Exossa'tion. (of fruits) 
(see quots.). 

2722-2806 Bailey, Exossate * 1828 Landor Trnag. Const. 
(1846) II. 8 Signor Flavio . . reaches Florence, eviscerated, 
exossated. 2626 Bacon Sylva § 854 Mdrg' note. Experi- 
ment Solitary touching Exossation of Fruits. 1660 ohar- 
rock Vegetables 138 Another experiment is the exossation 
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of fruit, or causing it to grow without stones or core. 2703 
Arts Improv. p. xxiii, Exossation of Fruit. 

+ Exo’sseous, a. Obs. rare— K [f. L. exoss-is 
boneless (f. ex- (see Ex- preff) 4- oss-, os bone) 
+ -Eous ; after osseous.] Boneless. 

2646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. in. xiii. 137 Snailes, a soft 
and exosseous animal. 

t Exo*ster. Antiq. Obs . [ad. L. exostra , a. 
Gr. egctiarpa (f. l£ (see Ex- preff) + cbBittv to 
thrust).] A hanging bridge anciently used by be- 
siegers ; also (see quot. from Blount). 

1569 J* Sanford tr. A grippal s Van. A ries 33 b, Ye engins 
called. .Exosters. 1656-81 Blount Glossogr., Exoster, an 
ancient Engine for war; now used for a Petard to blow open 
a Port or Gate. 2692-2733 in Coles. 

Exostome : see Exo- pref 
+ Exo'stosated, ppl a. Obs. In 8 exhosto- 
sated. [f. as next + -ate 4- -ed L] Affected with 
exostosis ; — Exostosed. 

2^58 J. S. Le Dran's Observ. Surg. (1771) L iij b. It was 
carious, and exhostosated. 

Exostosed (eksp'st^zd), ppl. a. [ad. Fr. ex- 
os tose, f. exostose Exostosis : see -ed*.] 

1 . Affected with exostosis. 

* 758 . J* S. Le Dran's Observ. Surg. (1771) 96, I.. found 
the. .sixth of the true Ribs, .exostosed. Ibid. 320 You may 
see . . an exostosed Ridge. 1766 J ustamond in Phil Trans. 
LVI.270 An entire tibia, exostosed and carious. 

If 2 . Having an external bony covering ; = Exo- 
skeletal. rare. 

2887 E. D. Cope Origin of the Fittest 46 The cartilagi- 
nous, osseous, and exostosed.. characters distinguish other- 
wise nearly allied genera. 

II Exostosis (ekspstfa’sis). [mod.L., a. Gr. 
tgbaranns (Galen) outgrowth of bone, f. If (see 
Ex- pref 2 ) + boreov bone.] 

1 . Path. a. The formation of bone on another 
bone, or on some other structure in the body, 
b. concr. A bony tumour found upon a bone or 
cartilage. 

a. 1804 Abernethy Surg. Observ. 32 Tumours growing 
near, and compressing the surface of bones, frequently oc- 
casion a degree of exostosis. 

b. 2736 Freke in Phil Trans. XLI. 369 It may be said 
to come under the Denomination of an Exostosis. 2782 W. 
Heberden Comm. Hist. # Cure D is. xi. Except some exos- 
toses of the vertebrae of the thorax. 1839 Todd Cyd.Anat. 
II. 220/2 Exostosis appears most frequently on the upper 
jaw. 1868 Darwin Anim . # PI II. xii. 23 Bony exostoses 
on the legs [of a horse] caused by too much travelling on 
hard roads. 

2 . Pot. ‘A diseased condition in plants, in 
which hard masses of wood are produced, project- 
ing like warts or tumours from the main stem or 
roots’ ( Treas . Bot. 1 866). 

Exostotic (ekspst?*tik), a. [f. as prec. : see 
-otic.] Of or pertaining to exostosis; of the 
nature of an exostosis. 

1836 Todd Cycl Anat. I. 460/1 We distinguish a node 
from a truly exostotic growth by the rapidity of its forma- 
tion. 2875 H. Walton Dis. Eyes 35 Exostotic spiculae. 

f Exostracism (eksp'strasiz’m). Obs. [ad. 
Gr. k^oOTpaKiopos, i. igoorpaicifav z see next] = 
Ostracism. 

[1580 North Plutarch (1676) 275 Ostracismon, or Exos- 
tracismon, was no ordinary punishment for any fault com- 
mitted]. 1627 T. Lydyat in Usshers Lett . (1686) 58 Themi* 
stocles's expulsion or exostracism from Athens. 1697 Bent- 
ley Ep. Themistocles (1836) 283 The Letters had a worse 
exostracism than their author. 2699 — Phal. 89 Banish'd 
. .by way of Exostracism, 

Exostracize (eksp'strassiz), v. [ad. Gr. !£- 
oOTpanifav, f. If (see Ex- pref A') 4- barparctfav to 
Ostracize.] trans . To banish by ostracism ; 
also fg. Hence Exo stracized ppl a. 

1838 F. Lieber Man. Pol Ethics I. 429 The exostracised 
citizen was not punished. 1872 F. Hall False Philal 70 
This word [bountiful] which Mr. White exostracizes. 

Exoteric (eks^te'rik), a. and sb. [ad. late L. 
exoteric-us, a. Gr. Ifo trepuc-bs, f. Ifo rrepw, compar. 
of Ifo; outside.] A. adj. 

1 . Pertaining to the outside; external. Now 
only with some allusion to sense 2. 

2662 H. More Philos. Writ. Pref. (1662) p. vi, An Exo- 
terick Fence or exteriour Fortification about Theologie. 
1790 Paley Horse Paul. Wks. 1825 III. 227 This motive 
appears to have been always exoteric, viz. a love of order 
and tranquillity. 2808 Scott Autobiog. in Lockhart (1839) 1 . 
50 All the knights and ladies and dragons and giants in 
their outward and exoteric sense. 2858 Gladstone Homer 
II. 60 Charged with the exoteric and material parts of 
several, .functions. 

b. Phys. f Applied to those periodic, vital phe- 
nomena, which result from causes external to, and 
independent of, the organism.’ (Syd. Soc. Lex. 
4884). i860 in Mayne Exp. Lex. 

2 . Of philosophical doctrines, treatises, modes 
of speech, etc. : Designed for or suitable to the 
generality of disciples ; communicated to outsiders, 
intelligible to the public. Hence of disciples, etc.; 
Belonging to the outer circle; not admitted to the 
esoteric teaching. Of an author; Dealing with 
ordinary topics ; commonplace, simple. Opposed 
to Esoteric, q.v. for the history of the words. 


2655-60 Stanley Hist. Philos. (1702) 232/1 The Discourse 
and Doctrine which he [Aristotle] delivered to his Disciples 
was of two kinds. One he called Exoterick. 2738 War- 
burton Dev. Legal in. iii. Wks. (x8ix) III. 58 He divided his 
disciples into two classes ; the one he called the Esoteric, 
the other, the Exoteric, a 1754, 1768 [see Esoteric A. i]. 
2792 Boswell jfohnson x July an. 1763, With an air of 
superiority, like that of an esoterick over an exoterick disci-' 
pie of a sage of antiquity. 1847 Lewes Hist. Philos. (2867) 
I. 210 Plato like Pythagoras had exoteric and esoteric 
opinions. 2870 R. C. Jebb Sophocles* Elect ra <ed. a) 44/2 
As if Apollo were an exoteric name for the Sun. 1870 
Lowell Among my Bks. Ser. 1. (1873) 153 In mind and 
temperament too exoteric for a mystic. 

3 . transf a. Current among the outside public ; 
popular, ordinary, prevailing, b. Qualifying a 
personal epithet; That is such exoterically, or 
with regard to Ms popular utterances. 

2813 Mar. Edgeworth Patron, xxxvi , This exoteric prac- 
tice goes on to this hour among literary performers. 1850 
Carlyle Latter-d. Pamph. iii. 6 Such., is the exoteric public 
conviction about these sublime establishments in Downing 
Street. 1876 [see Esoteric A. 2]. 

B. sb. 

1 . pi (after Gr. tcl egayrepuch) Exoteric doctrines ; 
exoteric treatises. 

2738 Warburton Div. Legal iii. note Wks. (18 it) III* 
359 In his exoterics, he gave the world both a beginning 
and an end. 2768-74 Tucker Lt. Nat. (1852) II. 32 Our 
exoterics will run directly contrary to our esoterics. 

2 . An uninitiated person, an outsider. 

2697 State Philadelph. Soc. 19 The Philadelphians have 
many things to say that cannot be declared among the 
Exotericks. 2824 Macaulay Crit. Ital Writers Misc. 
Writ. & Sp. (1889) 51, I am an exoteric — utterly unable to 
explain the mysteries of* this new poetical faith. 

Sxoterical (eks0te-rikal), a. [f. as prec. + -al.] 
s=prec. adj. 

2637 R. Humphrey tr. S. Ambrose Pref., Two sorts, one 
exotericall, which is in common and civill use. a 2656 
Hales Gold. Rem . (1688) 189 Aristotle was wont to divide 
his Lectures . . into Acroamatical and Exoterical. a 2751 
Bolingbroke Ess., Monotheism § ix in Wks. 1754 IV. 235 
Exoterical, or publick doctrines. 1837 Whately Logic 
Introd. p. v, A loose, vague, and popular kind of language ; 
such as would be the best suited indeed to an exoterical 
discourse. 2858 R. A. Vaughan Ess. 4 Rev. I. 32 His par- 
tisans have resorted in his defence to his exoterical writings. 

Exoterically (eks^te-rikali), adv. [f. prec. 4- 
-LY 2 .] In an exoteric manner; in a style suited to> 
the uninitiated. 

2738 Warburton Div. Legat.xn. iii.Wks. (2811) III. 90 The 
subject . . must needs be handled exoterically. 1832 Carlyle 
Sari. Res. (1858) 43 [The] Dingy Priest, .preaches forth 
(exoterically enough) one little textlet from the Gospel of 
Freedom. 2864 Max Muller Sc. Lang. Ser. 11. vii. (1868) 
304 He may have represented him exoterically as a human 
being. 

Exo*tery. [? f. Gr. + -Y 3 . (But prob. 

a misprint.)] Exoteric doctrine or instruction. 

1763 [see Esotery]. 

Hxotlieca, -thecal, -theeium : see Exo- pref 
Exotic (egz^tik), a. and sb. [ad. L. exotic-us? 
a. Gr. l£om/c< 5 s, f. outside. Cf. Fr. exotique . J 
A. adj. 

1 . fa. Belonging to another country, foreign, 
alien (obs.). b. In narrowed sense : Introduced 
from abroad, not indigenous. Now chiefly of 
plants (in popular language with added sense of 
* not naturalized or acclimatized * ) ; also, of words, 
forms of speech or writing, fashions, etc. 

2590 B. Jonson Ev. Man out of Hum. iv. iii, Maglck, 
Witchcraft, or other such exotick arts. 2646 Sir T. Browne 
Pseud. Ep. 11. vi. § 3. 98 As Exotick observers deliver, it 
groweth upon Almond trees. 1650 Fuller Pisgah 1. xii. 38 
It was an exotick and forain territory. 1660 Sharrock 
Vegetables 34 [The] Mulbery is.. an exotique plant, x68o 
Morden Geog. Reel , Wales {1685) aj [Welsh] hath the least 
mixture of Exotick words of any now used in Europe. 2756 
Foote Engl, ret » fr. Paris Wks. 2799 I. 223 I’ll have 
these exotic attendants, .sent post to the place from whence 
they came. 1779-81 Johnson L. P.> Hughes , The Italian 
Opera, an exotick and irrational entertainment. 1793 
Murphy Tacitus (1805) L 235 And invited to reign over 
them an exotic king. 2829 De Quincey Recoil. Lakes 
Wks. 1862 II. 78 Rome had cast much of her literature in 
her own moulds before these exotic models had begun to 
domineer. 1845 Florist's Jml. 23 The exotic class of the 
■order. 

f c. Drawn from outside ; extrinsic. Also, 
Foreign in character, alien to. Ohs . 

2672 R, Bohun Disc* cone » Wind 56 They run streaming 
between two Mountains, .and are guarded on all sides from 
the inroads of other Exotique Winds and Air. a 2728 Penn 
Tracts Wks. 2726 I. 473 These and the like Practices, 
strange and exotick to the Primitive and Christian Faith, 
and Worship. 2727 De Foe Syst. Magic 1. iii. (1840) 79 
An absolute necessity of some exotic helps. 

2 . a. Of or pertaining to, or characteristic of a 
foreigner, or what is foreign (now rare) ; hence 
f b. Outlandish, barbarous, strange, uncouth (obs.). 

a. a 2669 Bp. Morton Episc. Justified (2670) 51 Mr. 
Selden, the Ornament of our Nation for Exotick Learning. 
2720 Swift Mod. Educ . Wks. 2755 II. ir. 34 An exotick 
habit and demeanor, added to other foreign accomplish- 
ments. 1833 I. Taylor Fanat. vi* 267 When shall the 
European families drive the exotic tyranny for ever from 
their shores ! 1875 Maine Hist Inst. viii. 230 The exotic 
extraction of one of the Original Tribes. 

b. 2629 Maxwell tr. Herodian (2635) 295 Entring the 
City, .in that exoticke and barbarous garbe. 2630 Brath- 


EXOTIC Ala, 


EXPANSE, 


wait Eng. Gentian. (1641’! t 49 The boarish and exoticke 
speech of Diogenes. 1634 Sir T. Herbert Trav. 224 Lest 
your entreated patience turne into exoticke passion. 2720 
Welt on _ S uffer. Son of God I. x. 252 A Man, who would 
make this the Rule of his Conduct, Passes for an Extra- 
ordinary, Singular . . and Exotick spirit. 2739 Ci bbek A pal. 
xi. 312 In his dealing with so exotick a Partner. 1813 Scott 
Guy M. xxix, I have not the poor satisfaction of interesting 
a human being — not even the exotic monster of a parson. 

B. sb. 

1. A plant, formerly also an animal, of foreign 
extraction ; in popular language, a foreign plant 
not acclimatized or naturalized. 

c 2645 C Morton An Enquiry a The crane is an exotick. 
1672 Grew Anat. Plants, Idea Philos. Hist. § 8 All 
Exoticks . . may probably be reduced to some such Domes- 
ticks. 1762-71 H. Walpole Ferine's Anecd . Paint. (1786) 
IV. 294 In the bishop of London's garden at Fulham are 
many exotics of very ancient date, 1796 C. Marshall 
Garden, x ix. (1815) 387 What has been said of Geraniums, 
applies to all. . Exotics. 1812 Rees's Cycl. s.v. , The gene- 
rality of exotics . . do not thrive in England without some, 
peculiar care and culture* 1846 J. Baxter Libr. Pract. 
Agric. (ed. 4) II. Introd. 4 Potatoes were first . . cultivated 
as a rare exotic. 

b. transf. and fig. 

1793 W. Taylor in Monthly Rev. XVIT. 410 The Welsh 
is wholly self derived, and free from exotics. 1823 Lamb 
Elia Ser. 1. iii. 11865) *9 Roast veal, or . , griskin (exotics 
unknown to our palates', 1849 H. Rogers Ess. 33 . vi. 
303 Other systems of religion are usually delicate exotics, 
and will not bear transplanting. 1838 Buckle Civiliz. 
(1869) II. via. 543 In a country like Spam, a great bank was 
an exotic which might live with art but could never thrive 
by nature. 

2. A person of foreign origin ; a foreigner, rare . 

1631 Fuller's Abel Rediv . 516 Proclamations were every 

where set up against ^exotics. 2763 Wilkes Corr . (1805) 
1 . 80 One other exotic, too, I must not forget : Arthur 
Murphy, gent. 2842 Catlin N. A mer. Ind. (2844) II. lviii. 
230 An exotic, with a pale face, and from across the ocean. 
2863 Mrs. C. Clarke Shahs, Char . vi. 250 These same 
exotics are received by our easy, gullible brethren with 
* outstretched arms 

Hence f Exo-ticness, exotic or foreign quality. 

2632 Weever Anc. Fun. Mon. 697 The very exoticknesse 
of the workemanship. 

+ ExO’tical, a. Obs. [f. prec. + -al.] 

1. Of foreign origin or growth.; imported from 
abroad ; = Exotic a. 1, 

2602 Holland Pliny xxii. xxiv, We may both preserve 
and recover our health, .without these exotical and forraine 
drugs. 2672 H. Dodwell 2 Lett, of Advice (1691) 204 
Most of them [certain canonized Heroes] are exotical 
(which is the reason of their strangeness in the Greek), 1678 
Cudworth Intell. Syst. 309 This word 'AQyjva. .was not 
originally Greekish, but exotical. 

2. Of or pertaining to foreigners, or a foreign 
country; foreign; hence barbarous, outlandish, 
strange ; = Exotic a. 2. 

2608 Bp. Hall Epist. 1. via, Many., have brought nothing 
from forraine countries, but mishapen cloathes, or exoticall 
gestures. 1641 ‘Smectymnuus’ Find. Answ.xvi. 207 Nor 
did we ever intend to affixe those exoticall. positions of 
Unsound teachers., upon her. 2716 M. Davies A then. Brit. 
III. 51 Of the same Colour and Complexion with some 
Sectary exotical Tenets. 

Hence f Exo'tically adv., in an exotic, foreign, 
or outlandish manner. + Exo'ticstoess, the qua- 
lity or state of being exotic. 

2670-98 Lassels Voy. Italy II. 116 A great train of horse- 
men and trumpeters clad exotically. 1730-6 Bailey (folio), 
Exoticalness ; whence in mod. Diets. 

Exoticism (egzp*tisiz’m). [f. as prec. 4- -ism.] 

a. Tendency to adopt what is exotic or foreign. 

b. Exotic character; an instance of this, anything 
exotic ; esp. a foreign idiom or expression. 

*8*7 Hare Guesses (1859} 503 The Greek original .. is 
tainted with many exoticisms and other defects. 1837 
Eraser's Mag. XVI. 641 Academic forcing houses for the 
promotion of exoticism. 2887 F. Robinson Hew Relig. Med. 
31 An opposite extreme, tending to exoticism. 

Exotism (e’ksdHz’m). [ad. Fr .exotisme, f. exot - 
ique : see Exotic and -ism.] Resemblance to 
what is foreign ; a foreign 1 air*. 

*82* E. J erningham in Robberds Mem. TV. Taylor II. 328 
A kind of energetic Exotism that tells me that the portrait 
is very like. 

Exoucontian : see Exucontian. 
t Exousia'stic, a. Obs. rare . [ad, Gr. i£ov<rt- 
aaruc- 6 s, f. h£ov<nb£uv to exercise authority, f. l£- 
overia authority.] Of or pertaining to authority; 
authoritative. 

2688 Renwick Serm. (1776) 539 The exousiastick power of 
trying, sending and authorising office-bearers in the church 
is made void. Ibid. 568. 

t Expalpate, v. Obs~°. [f. L. expalpdt- 
ppl. stem of expalp-dre, f. ex- (see Ex- pre/A) 4- 
palpdre to pat 4 - -ate 3,] trans. To get by flattery. 

2623-6 in Cockeram. 

Expand (eksparnd), v. Pa.pple. 5 expan.de. 
[ad. L. expand&re , f. ex- (see Ex- prejf) +pand$re 
to spread. Cf. OF. espandre, mod.F, epandre to 
diffuse, scatter.] 

1. trans. To spread out; to spread. out flat or 
smooth; to open out, unfold; fto remove the 
folds or wrinkles from, to smooth (the forehead.) ; 
also, to spread out to view, display, lit. an djg. 

■ * 43 *" 5 o [see Expanded], a 1667 Cowley Ess. A varies 230 
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You laugh now, and expand your careful Brow. 269s 
Woodward Nat. Hist. Earth v. (1723) 264 The upper . . 
Stratum that was expanded over those Valleys and Plains. 
2706 J. Logan in Pa. Hist. Soc. Mem . X. 145 Money, like 
a mistress coming in view, expanded its charms. 2725 
Pope Odyss. xn. 205 Expand thy sails, Ply the strong oar, 
and catch the nimble gales. 2768 Beattie M instr.n. xxvn. 
Where yon oak expands her arms. 2770 Gibbon A utobiog. 
(1796) 136 The descent of Eneas, .to the world of spirits, ex- 
pands an awful and boundless prospect. 2802 Southey 
Thalaba vi. xx, Here the rose expands Her paradise 01 
leaves. 2848 L. Hun t Jar Honey x. 132 Sicily then lay 
expanded like a map beneath our eyes. 2877 J. D. Cham- 
bers Div. Worship 52 Stoles as a rule should not be ex- 
panded at the extremities. 

b. To develop what is implicit in (a statement) ; 
to write out in full what is expressed by (a graphical 
contraction). Also in Alg. to work out the pro- 
cesses indicated by the terms of a contracted ex- 
pression and state the result in full ; to express at 
length in a seiies. 

iSoz Woodhouse in Phil. Trans. XCIL 88 -r* (i - 3 rx)"' 1 
must be expanded, and the integrals of the several terms 
taken. 2858 Todhunter Algebra 296 Expand each of 
the following expressions to four terms. 2860 Maury Phys. 
Geog. Sea xx. § 824 Let us examine, expand, and explain 
this fact.. Mod. The editor has expanded the contractions 
in the MS. 

f e. To give ample utterance to, * pour out 
(one’s feelings) ; reji. to manifest unrestrainedly 
one’s feelings ; to overflow. Obs. Cf. Fr. Span - 
cher. 

1656-82 Blount Glossogr Expand, to declare or utter. 
2660 tr. A myraldus' Treat. Relig. 1. ii. 19 He takes pleasure 
to expand himself in acts of goodness towards his creatures. 
2801 Fuseli Led. Art. i. (1848) 357 The adoring figure of a 
priest, .expanding his gratitude at the shrine of the god 
whose arrows avenged his wrongs. 

2. intr. for reji. To spread itself out ; to unfold, 
open out ; to develop. Const, into , to. 

2560 Rolland Crt, Venus n. 859 Expand on hie, ga far 
about the wall. 1680 Dryden Epit. Sir P. F airborne's 
Tomb , Like rising flames expanding in their height. 1684 
R. H. Sch. Recreat. 32 Stars that will expand in flame, and 
appear like natural Stars. 2764 Goldsm. Trav. 6 A weary 
waste expanding to the skies. 277 6 Withering Brit. 
Plants (i7g6) 111 . 675 Flowers .. expand at 6 or 7, and close 
at 2 in the afternoon. 2856 Kane A ret. Expl.I.y. 53 
Hailed its folds with three cheers as they expanded in the 
cold midnight breeze. 2860 Tyndall Glac. 1. viii. 59 Streams 
. . expanding here and there to deep green lakes. 1882 
J. H. Blunt . Ref. Ch. Eng. II. 391 The Wickliffity 
‘Known-men*., of Henry VIII.’s day, expanded into the 
‘Gospellers’ of Edward VI.’s reign, 
b. To * open out’ ; to grow communicative. 

1823 Lamb Elia Ser. 1. i, (1865) 5 How would he chirp, and 
expand over a muffin. 

8. trans. *To spread out every way’ (J.) ; to 
cause to fill a larger space ; to widen the boun- 
daries, increase the area or capacity of ; to dilate, 
enlarge : a. a material object. Also reji \ 

2665 Phil. Trans. I. 49 What Bodies are expanded by 
being frozen. 1707 Floyer Physic. Pulse-watch 217 All the 
hot Passions of Anger, Joy, expand the Spirits, and give 
them a more vehement 'Motion. 2796 Hutton Math. Did. 

I. 456/1 Air compressed . . as soon as the compressing . . 
force is removed, expands itself, .to its former dimensions. 
1835 Macaulay Sir J. Mackintosh Ess. (1854) I. 315/1 [The 
editor] has thus succeeded in expanding the volume into 
one of the thickest , . that we ever saw. Mod. The object 
of this gymnastic exercise is to expand the chest. 

b. an immaterial object. Also reji. 

0164$ Howell Lett. iv. xxix, Let Christianity expand her 
self still by a passive fortitude. 1838 Prescott Ferd. <$• Is. 

II. xviii, The grand object to which he [Columbus] dedi- 
cated himself seemed to expand his whole soul. 2862 
Stanley Jew. Ckt{ 1877) I. xviii. 333 Would these. .changes 
.. diminish or expand the faith .. of the Chosen People? 
1867 Freeman Norm. Conq. (1876) I. App. 626 The longer 
version only expands, and in no way contradicts, the shorter 
one. 

4. intr. for reft. To increase in bulk, swell ; to 
become dilated or enlarged. 

2807-26 S. CoovEU' First Lines Snrg. (ed. 5) 403 To wet 
the sponge and make it expand. 28x6 J. Smith Panorama 
Sc, Ari l. 2 Cast iron expands in passing from the fluid 
to the solid state. 2854 Ronalds & Richardson Chem. 
Tecknol. (ed. 2) I. 202 When air is warmed it expands and 
becomes lighter. 2882 Vines Sachs' Bot. 789 The pith very 
soon begins to become turgid and to expand. 

fig- 

* 1792 Mrs. Radcliffe Rom . Forest i, Her heart expanded 
in momentary joy. 2836 W. Irving Astoria 1 . 47 Such is 
a brief outline of the enterprise . . which continually ex- 
panded in his mind. 2865 Tylor Early Hist, Man . ii. 28 
As his knowledge and power of reasoning expand under 
instruction. _ 1885 Manch. Exam. 28 Sept, 4/7 Our trade 
with China is steadily expanding. 

Expanded (ekspsemded), ppl. a. Also 5 ex- 
pands [f. prec. 4 - -ed 1 .] In the senses of the verb. 
1. Spread open, outspread, outstretched, ex- 
tended; + covering an extensive area. 

2432-50 tr. Higden (Rolls) I. 81 There is a figge tre soe 
expande, that mony multitudes of peple may sytte vnder the 
latitude of oon figge tre. 2667 Milton P. L. i. 225 Then 
with, expanded wings he stears his flight Aloft, 1795 
Southey Vis. Maid Orleans 11. 34 A wide expanded den. 
2854 Woodward Mollttsca (1856) 316 The animal holds 
fast by the expanded end of its foot. 1864 Boutell Her- 
aldry Hist. St Pop. xix. § 5 (ed. 3) 310 A wyvern, its tail 
nowed and wings expanded or. 2875 Ure Diet. Arts III. 
641 s. v. Printing, Roman and Italic types ,, expanded or 
letters widened horizontally. 


2 . Increased in area or bulk ; enlarged. Also fig. 
a 1734 North Lives I. 272 The husbandmen, .were, .pro- 
vided for in his large expanded house. 2807 T. Thomson 
Chem. (ed. 3 > 11 . 409 If one part in bulk of this expanded 
oxygen be mixed with three parts of pure oxygen gas. 2882 
Westcott & Hokt Grk. N. T. App. 9 The embolism, or 
expanded last double petition. 

Hence Bxpa*ndedness. 

2829 Rentham Whs. (1843) Xl.18 What you say.. shows 
the expandedness and expansiveness of your mind. 

Expander (ekspje-ndaih [f. as prec. + -er.] 
One who, or that which, expands (in senses of the 
verb). Chest expander : a ealisthenic appliance 
for ‘ expanding ’ the chest. 

2862 Lit . Churchm, VIII. 338/2 Nor can the animus of 
our ‘ expanders 1 {i.e. advocates of ‘ Church Expansion ’] be 
at all doubtful. 2867 Emerson Lett. # Soc. Aims v ii. 183 
Great love is the inventor and expander of the frozen powers? 
1886 Freeman Greater Greece , etc. ( title of Led.), George 
Washington, the Expander of England. 2887 Scientific 
Amer. 18 June 394 A tube expander has been patented for 
expanding the ends of boiler tubes. 

Expanding (ekspsemdiq), vbl. sb. [f. as prec, 
+ -ING 1 .] The action of the vb. Expand in its 
various senses. Also attrib. 

1844 Upton Physioglyphics 9 Putting g, then, first, and 
attaching to it its expanding sense. 1866 G. Macdonald 
Ann. Q. Neighb. xxx. (1878) 517 Expanding of umbrellas. 

Expanding, ppl a. [f. as prec. 4- -ixg 2.] 
That expands (m senses of the verb). 

1 . That opens out, or is opening out. 

1776 Withering Brit. Plants (1796) I. 239 Cup with 4 or 5 
divisions, expanding, coloured, permanent. 2793 Beddoes 
Math . Evid. p. ix, An unseasonable frost upon the tender 
petals of an expanding blossom. 

2. That increases in bulk, or becomes enlarged. 
2874 Knight Did. Meek., Expanding -alloy, such as ex- 
pands in cooling. Ibid., Expanding-bit, a boring-tool whose 
diameter is adjustable. 2887 Spectator 2 Apr. 458/2 Pros- 
perity of many kinds, continuous and expanding, has been 
the characteristic of the period. 

t Expanse, a. Obs. Also 4 expans, 5 ex- 
pance. [ad. L. expans-us, pa. pple. of expandere 
to Expand.] = Expanded. 

1 . Bot . (See quot.) 

2829 Pantalogia , Expanse, in botany, expanded, spread 
out : as the calyx in helianthus. 2823 in Crabb Techn. Did. 

2. Expanse years'. ‘ When a table contains quan- 
tities denoting the amount of a planet’s motion 
during only a few years, viz. from 1 to 20 years, 
such changes are entered separately under the 
headings 1 ,2, 3, etc. years, which are designated the 
expanse (or separate) years (Skeat in Chaucer's 
Astrolabe (1872) Gloss.). Opposed to Collect. 

c 2386 Chaucer Frank l. T. 547 Neither his collect, nor his 
Expans yeeres. c 1391 — Astral, n. §45. c 2430 Lydg. 
Thebes 380 The yeeres collecte and expance also. 

Expanse (ekspsems), sb. [ad. L. expans-um, 
neut. sb, f. expansus : see Expanse a.] 

1 . That which is expanded or spread out ; a 
widely extended space or area ; a wide extent of 
anything ; * the length and breadth ? . 

2667 Milton P. L. vii, 340 Th’ Almightie spake : Let there 
be Lights High in th’ expanse of Heaven. 2711 Pope Temp. 
Fame 436 The smooth expanse of crystal lakes. 2742 Gray 
Ode on Eton 6 Th’ expanse.. Of grove, of lawn, of mead 
survey. 2781 Cowper Expostulation 9 Her fields a rich 
expanse of wavy corn. 2828 Scott F. M. Perth ix, The 
..blue eyes, with the broad expanse of brow.^ 2858 Haw- 
thorne Fr. Sf It. Jmls. (1872) I. 18 Hung with broad ex- 
panses of black cloth, i860 Freeman Norm. Conq. (1876) III. 
xii. 235 The army crossed over that vast expanse of sand. 
fig. 2758 Johnson Idler No. 2 T 7 Those who wander at 
large through the expanse of life. 

b. esp. in The expanse ; the ‘ firmament Cf. 
Expansum. 

2667 Milton P. L. ii. 1014 Satan.. Springs upward.. Into 
the wild expanse, a 2722 Ken Hyninotheo Poet. Wks. 2721 
III. 304 All the Expanse.. Was straw’d with Rays of ante- 
solar Light. 2765 Smart Ps. cxlviii. (1791) 219 Moon and 
Stars .. Silv’ring in the blue expanse. 1863 R. Young 
Lit. Tr. Bible, Gen. i. 8 And God calleth the expanse 
Heaven. 

2. The action of expanding ; the state of being ex- 
panded ; enlargement, expansion. Also, the amount 
or distance of expansion ; =» Expansion 3. 

2860 Motley Netherl. (1867) IV. Iii. 532 To shut off the 
mighty movement of the great revolt from its destined ex- 
panse. 2874 Coues Birds N. W. 544 Audubon mentions one 
nearly ten feet in alar expanse, 
t Expa’llS©, V. Obs. [f. L. expans - ppl. stem 
of expandfre to Expand. The pa. pple. prob. 
originated before the vb. as ad. L. expans-us : 
see ed 1.] trans. — Expand v.i, 3. 

2477 Norton Ord. Alch. v. in Ashm. (1652) 62 In Winter 
men eaten more meate Than in Summer, when expansed in 
their heate. 1600 Fairfax Tasso m. lv. 56 A gentle valley 
. . Expansed faire and wide. 2610 Guillim Heraldry Hi. 
xx. (1611) 156 A swan with her wings expansed. 2615 G. 
S andys Trav. 122 After they had . . dozed their iawes ; 
which they expanse against the rays of the Sun. 2642 Sir 
T. Browne Relig. Med. 1. § 16. 32 Nature . . that lies ex- 
pans’d unto the Eyes of all. 2642 J. Jackson Bk. Conscience 
140 God enlargeth and expanseth the hearts of his Saints. 
2661 Morgan Sph. Gentry 1. ii. 17, I shall refer Books 
born in arms, if open blazoned expansed, if shut clasped. 

2705 Hearne Collect. 12 Dec., A Book Expansed In Fesse. 

2706 Phillips (ed. Kersey), Expansed (in Heraldry), dis- 
played, or set out. 2732-2800 in Bailey. 
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t Expensed, ppl. a. Ohs. [f. prec. f »edL] 
Outspread; having a wide expanse or stretch. 
(See ppl. uses in prec.) 

3627 77 Feltham Resolves 1. xv. 26 Let him view th’ ex. 
pansed skies. # 1664 Power Exp. Philos, r. 7 The.. diver- 
sity of colours in her expansed wings. 1675 Cocker Morals 
20 God Essence gave to Heav’ns Expansed Frame. 

Expansibility (ekspa^nsibrlffi). [f. next: 
see “ITY. Cf. F. expansibilite.] The quality of 
being expansible : a. superficially ; b. in volume ; 
C. in non-material senses. 

a. 1755 in Johnson. 1800 Nature 2 Jan. 205 The ex- 
treme expansibility of oil when floating upon the water. 

b. *7 01 Grew Cosm. Sacra 1. iii. § 19 [In] atoms of all 
Fluids, there is some difference in Bulk.. else all Fluids 
would be alike in . . expansibility. 1778 Phil Trans. 
LXVIII. 462 A greater expansibility in the air enclosed in 
their Manometers. 1873 W. Lees Acoustics in. i. 81 The 
expansibility of platinum and glass is nearly the same. 
1884 Syd. Soc. Lex,, Expansibility , applied to the condition 
of an organ which allows of erection. 

C. 1857 National Mag. II. 277 Proofs . . of the expansi- 
bility of human nature. 1882 Spectator 8 Apr. 455 The in- 
finite expansibility of House of Commons loquacity. 

Expansible (ekspse'nsibl), a. [as if ad. L. 
*expansibil-is , f. expans - ppl. stem of expandere : 
see Expand and -ible. Cf. Fr. expansible .] 
That can be expanded. 

1. That can be opened or spread out. 

1730-6 in Bailey (folio). 1876 Bartholow Mat. Med. 
(1879 89 An intra-uterine speculum with expansible blades. 

2. That can be made to occupy or contain a 
larger space ; esp. of material substances, capable 
of expansion by heat, etc. 

a i 6 qi Boyle Hist. Air ii. (1692) 5 Readily expansible., 
by Heat. 1792 Phil. Trans. LXXXII. 401 Whenever 
water is in a state of evaporation, an expansible fluid, com- 
posed of water and fire, is produced. 18x2 Sir H. Davy 
Chan. Philos. 70 Glass is less expansible than any of the 
metals. 1871 B. Stewart Heat § So The most expansible 
metal will form the outside or convex surface of the curve, 
and the least expansible the concave. 

b. Of an immaterial object : Capable of being 
enlarged in scope or operation. 

1850 De Quincey in H. A. Page Life (1877) II. xvii. 73 
The great moving and expansible system of theology. 3884 
Sir N. Lindley in Law Times Rep. 9 Feb. 727/2 A market 
..limited by metes and bounds, so as not to be expansible. 
Hence Expa-nsibleness, the quality of being 
expansible ; expansibility, Expa'nsibly adv., in 
an expansible manner ; so as to be expanded. 

1847 in Craig ; and in mod. Diets. 

Expansile (eksparnsil, -ail), a. [f. L. expans - 
ppl. stem of expandere to Expand + -ile.] 

1. Having the property of being expanded ; 
capable of expansion, dilatable. 

1776 T. Percival Philos. Med. <$• Exp. Ess. III. 265 This 
effect it [heat] produces . . by its expansile power. 1783 
Pott Chirurg, IVks. II. 63 Its natural soft .. expansile 
state. 1793 Fordyce in Phil. Trans. LXXXIV. 5 Ex- 
pansile and contractile by heat and cold. 3869 Gillmore 
Reptiles $ Birds iii. 1 17 Others have., an expansile gular 
pouch. 1884 W. C. Wilkinson E. Arnold n. vii. 166 The 
inimitably expansile cloud-land of Hindu philosophy. 

2. Of or pertaining to expansion ; of the nature 
of or tending to or capable of producing expansion. 

1730-6 in Bailey (folio). 1873 Roberts Handbk. Med. 465 
Expansile movements are greatly deficient or absent. 

Expansion (ekspse’njbn). [ad. late L . expan- 
sion-em, n. of action f. expandere to Expand.] 
The action of expanding, the fact or state of being 
expanded. 

I. Spreading out, unfolding, opening out. 

1. The action or process of spreading out or un- 
folding; the state of being spread out or unfolded; 
the opening of a bud, flower, etc. Also, fa 
spreading out to view, a display. 

3646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. iv. v. 193 The. .distance 
betwixt the extremity of the fingers of either hand upon 
expansion. 1656 tr. Hobbes' Elem. Philos. (1839/ 458 
Whereupon there will follow a great expansion of light, 
with vehement flame. 3664 Power Exp. Philos. 11. 101 
The Spring of a Watch . . if the String be broke . . flyes out 
into its fullest expansion. 1703 Grew Cosm. Sacra 1. v. 28 
The easie expansion of the wing of ajbird. 3733 Pope Ep. 
Burlington 145 The gilded clouds in fair expansion lie. 
3847 De Quincey Sp. Mil. Nun § 8 (1853) 18 A mob orator, 
whose brawling mouth open to its widest expansion, [etc.], 
3867 Jean Ingelow. Laurance, She.. knew . . The pleasure 
of tW leaf in exquisite Expansion. 

lb. The detailed expression of what is implicitly 
contained in a statement; the writing out in full 
the meaning of graphical contractions. Also in 
Alg. the process of working out a contracted ex- 
pression (cf. Expand i b.) and stating the result in 
full ; the result or statement thus obtained. 

1858 Todhunter Algebra xxxvi. § 519 Tim subject of the 
expansion of expressions is. .properly a portion of the Dif- 
ferential Calculus. Ibid, xxxvi. § 524 To find the number 
of terms in the expansion of any multinomial. 1886 J. 
Edwards Diff. Calc. 96 Now assuming the possibility of 
such an expansion, let, etc. 

2. concr. Anything that is spread out ; an ex- 
panse ; esp. the expanse of heaven, the firmament. 

3613 Bible Gen. i. 6 Let there be a firmament [marg. ex- 
pansion] in the midst of the waters. 3639 Pearson Creed 
(1839) 70 This house of God . . is not all of the same mate- 
rials . . there is a vast difference between the heavenly ex- 


pansions. 1760 Beattie Lucretius 1. 6 All that lies Beneath 
the stair d expansion of the skies. 2823 Lamb Elia Ser. 1. 
xxvi. (18051 21 x Less time, .than it took to cover the expan- 
smn of his broad moony face .. with expression, a 1845 
Hood A ilmansegg cxl, Venus and Mars Are rolling along 
l e* * golden cars Through the sky's serene expansion. 
1862 Ansted Chamtel I si. 1. iv. ied. 2) 64 Some, .flat expan- 
sions of hard, .rock, afford a kind of irregular pavement, 

fig- K. Mathew Uni Alch. % 57. 61 That ocean or 
expansion of wrath, 

+ 3. Extent; space to which anything is ex- 
tended. b. Pure space (see quot. from Locke). 

*69° Locke H urn. Und. n. vii. § 10 The capacious Mind 
of Man . . extends its thoughts often, even beyond the ut- 
most expansion of Matter. Ibid, u. xv. § 1 Distance or 
Space,Tn its simple abstract conception . . I call Expansion 
to distinguish, it from Extension, which by some is used to 
express this distance only as it is in the solid parts of Mat- 
ter. 1733 Blackmore Creation 1 v. (3738) 321 Lost in expan- 
sion, void and infinite. 1755 in Johnson. 

4. The action or process of causing something 
to occupy or contain a larger space, or of acquiring 
greater volume or capacity; dilatation; an in- 
stance of this. 

1664 Phil. Trans. 1. 29 To prove the expansion of glass 
by heat. 1665 Ibid. I. 40 What Bodies are expanded by 
being frozen, and how that expansion is evinced. 3692 
Bentley Boyle Led. viii. (16031 27 The condensation and 
expansion of any portion of the Air is always proportional 
to the weight and pressure incumbent upon it. 1782 Specif. 
Watt's Patent No. 1321. 5 The piston continues to descend 
by virtue of the expansion of the steam. 3830 R. Knox 
Beclard's Anat. 235 They are furnished with tensor muscles, 
whether proper, or simply by expansion of their tendons. 
1875 Ure Diet. Arts II. 319 s. v., Some remarkable exam- 
ples of expansion are furnished by the influence of sunshine 
on the Britannia Tubular Bridge. 3882 Vines Sacks' Bot. 
874 These movements depend not upon alternate expansion 
and contraction of the tissue.. but, etc. 

fig. 3634 Habington Castara (Arb.) 103 My heart Ex- 
pansion wants, to thinke what now thou art. 
b. of immaterial things. 

3682 Sir T. Browne Ckr. Mor. 19 Spread not into bound- 
less expansions either of designs or desires. 3836 Sir B. 
Brodie Psychol Dig. I. i. 33 A high education, .may. .have 
the effect of preventing the full expansion of genius. 3864 
D. G. Mitchell Sev. Stor. 69, I felt . . an unusual expan- 
sion. 3879 M. Arnold Mixed Ess. Pref. 7 The love of 
liberty is simply the instinct in man for expansion. 

C. Comm, and Finance, (a) An extension (of 
business transactions). (&) An increase in the 
amount of the circulating medium. More fully 
expansion of the currency. 

3847 Craig, Expansion , in commerce, an increase of 
issues of bank notes. 3864 in W ebster. 3891 Pall Mall G. 
10 Nov. 7/1 In some directions there has been expansion, so 
that the losses have been partially neutralized. 

5. The amount or degree of dilatation. 

1790 Blagden in Phil Trans. LXXX. 322 The whole ex- 
pansion of pure spirit from 30 0 to ioo° of Fahrenheit’s ther- 
mometer, is not less than ^th of its whole bulk at 30 0 . 
3816 J. Smith Panorama Sc. $ Art II. 32 Taking a pro- 
portional part of the difference of the two expansions. 1875 
Ure Diet. Arts II. 319 s.v., The expansion of the solid 
corresponding to two degrees of the thermometer, is twice 
the expansion which corresponds to one degree. 

0. concr. a. An expanded or dilated portion, 
b. A product of expansion ; what (a thing) is ex- 
panded into. 

3860 Tyndall Glac. n. vii. 261 This lake [Geneva] is simply 
an expansion of the river Rhone. 3865 Ruskin Sesame 
178 A man has a personal work . . and a public work 
. . which is the expansion of the other. 3866 Huxley 
Phys. ix. (1869)239 The structure .. of the sensory expan- 
sion in which the optic nerve terminates. 3882 Vines Sachd 
Bot. 544 The membranous expansions or appendages, 

7. Steam-engine. The increase in bulk of the 
steam which takes place in a partially filled cylin- 
der after communication with the boiler is cut off. 

The improvement introduced by Watt's patent of 1782 
consisted in the economizing of steam by allowing the piston 
to be propelled, during the latter portion of its excursion, 
by the * expansion ’ of the steam first introduced. An engine 
in which this is done is said to work ‘by expansion*. A 
double (or triple ) expansion engine is one in which the 
steam passes from one cylinder into another, so that the 
expansive force is used twice (or thrice). 

1783 [see 4]. 3819 Rees's Cyclop . XX2 CIV . sig. M. 2 b 

(art. Steam-Engine ), Mr. Watt's principle of expansion. 
1874 Knight Did. Mech. I. 817/1 An automatic expansion 
is one which is regulated by the governor, and varies with 
the amount of power required. 1875 R. F. Martin tr. 
Havrez' Winding Mach. 80 The engineman must be able 
to work his engine with a variable expansion with as great 
ease as an ordinary high-pressure engine. Ibid., MM, Scohy 
and Crespin.. took out a patent for applying a system of 
expansion to winding engines. 

8 . attrib . and Comb., as expansion theory ; ex- 
pansion-coupling, -curb, -drum (see quots.); 
expansion-engine (see 7 ) ; expansion-gear, an 
apparatus for cutting off steam from the cylinder 
at a given point of the stroke ; expansion-joint 
(see quots.) ; expansion-slide, a slide belonging 
to the expansion-valve, a valve which shuts off 
the steam in its passage to the cylinder, . 

1874 Knight Did. Mech, I. 816/2 * Expansion-coupling. 
The coupling represented consists of an expansion-drum of 
thin copper jtr between the extremities of two pipes a i, Fig. 
1901, which, in elongating, press the sides of the drum in, 
and draw them out in cooling. 3847 Craig, * Expansion 
curb, in Horology, a contrivance for counteracting expan- 
sion or contraction. 1874 Knight Did. Mech. I. 8x6/2 
* Expansion-drum, an arrangement by which an occa- 


sional change of speed may be effected. 1847 Craig, * Ex- 
pansion engine. 3886 Pall Mail G. 21 Sept. 13/2 These 
steamers, .are provided with triple expansion engines. 1850 
Pract, Meek. Jml. III. 28 ( heading ) Whitelaw's steam- 
engine ^expansion gear. 1875 R. F, Martin tr. Havrez' 
Winding Mach, 80 MM. Scohy and Crespin add to the 
regular form of cylinder the expansion gear of M. 
Meyer. 3849-50 Weale Did. Terms, * Expansion- joint, a 
stuffing-box joint connecting the steam pipes, so as to allow 
one of them to slide within the enlarged end of the other 
when the length increases by expansion. 1864 Webster, 
Expansion joint, an attachment of the framing to the 
boiler, which allows the boiler to expand without bending 
the framing. 188a Wore. Exkib. Catal. iii. 5 Samples of 
improved expansion joints. 1848 E. Alban Steam Engine 
261 The ^expansion slide is made to act through the motion 
of the principal slide below. 1886 F. B, Jevons in Jrtil. 
Hellenic Studies VII. 202 Every form of the ^expansion 
theory [i. e. the theory that the Iliad is an ‘ expansion* of 
a smaller poem]. _ 1849 Fairbairn in Mech, Mag. LI. 255 
A new construction of ^expansion valves for condensing 
steam engines. # 

Expansionist (eksparnjbnist). [f. prec. + . 
-1ST.] One who advocates a policy or a theory or 
expansion, esp. an advocate of expansion of the 
currency. Also attrib. 

386a Lit. Churchm. VIII, 339/r ‘We look for the time’ 
(says the Expansionist) ‘and doubt not it will come \ eta ‘ 
3881 Nation (N. Y.) XXXII. 160 Whether the new Secre- 
tary . . would be an expansionist or a contractionist. 1884 
Goldw. Smith Expansion of Eng. in Contemp. Rev. Apr. 
531 Standing on his historical island, the British Expan- 
sionist sees all the other communities of the race revolving 
round him. 1886 F. B. Jevons in Jrnl Hellenic Studies 
VII. 292 The expansionists [i. e. those who maintain that 
the Iliad was * expanded ’ from an original shorter poem] 
therefore have set to work to remove these incrustations. 
Ibid.Yll. 295 Fick himself supports the expansionist theory. 

Expansive (eksparnsiv), a. [f. L. expans - ppl. 
stem of expandere to Expand 4 - -ive.] 

1. Tending or adapted to expand in volume, to 
spread over a larger surface, or fill a larger space ; 
having the capacity to expand or develop to larger 
dimensions; dilatable. Said both of material and 
immaterial objects. 

3651 Davenant Gondibert n. i. 3 By increase of swift ex- 
pansive light The lost Horizon was apparent growne. 1728 
Thomson Spring 28 No more Th' expansive atmosphere is 
cramp'd with cold. 3805 W. Saunders Min. Waters 4 
Water is composed ..of a fluid expansive ether. 1879 
Atcherley Boerland 148, 1 changed my cartridge for another 
with an expansive bail. 1884 tr. Lotze's Metaph . 96 The 
heightened temperature, .bringing about in the expansive 
materials the movement of dilatation. 

b. Of persons, their affections, utterances, etc. i 
Freely going out, effusive, open. 

1658-9 Burton! s Diary (1828) IV. 137 It js said our affec- 
tions . . to France have been more expansive. 1858 O. W. 
Holmes Aut. Breakf.-t. x. 98 That ripe and discreet age 
which invites confidence and expansive utterance. 1884 
F. Chance in N. <$• Q. Ser. vl X. 397/1 We English are not 
an expansive people. 

2. Of a force, a movement or tendency ; Acting 
in the direction of expansion; directed towards ex- 
pansion : a. within the object or substance itself ; 
b. in some other object. 

a. 3656 tr. Hobbes' Elem, Philos . (1839) 471 This expan- 
sive motion of the air. 1685 Boyle Effects of Mot. viii. 303 
These stones being lodged in a Cement extremely hard, 
their expansive endeavour was rendered ineffectual. 1775 
Johnson Tax. no Tyr. 20 The intumescence of nations 
would have found its vent like all other expansive violence. 
1824 R. Stuart Hist. Steam Engine 143 The steam .. from 
its expansive power, will press [etc.]. 3828 Carlyle Misc. 
(1857] L x 99 Impelled by the expansive movement of his 
own irrepressible soul. 1833 N. Arnott Physics (ed. 5) II. l 
95 The liquid . . may force a column of mercury to an eleva- 
tion marking the expansive tendency, X846 Grote Greece I. 
xvi. (1862) I. 300 The expansive force of Grecian intellect, 

b. 1744 Berkeley Siris § 170 Such is the rarefying and 
expansive force of this element [fire]. 1874 Blackie Self- 
cult. 85 The direct genial expansive virtue of some great 
moral sun. 1886 Croll Climate $ CosmoL 253 This internal 
pressure . . acts on the mass of ice as an expansive force. 

8. Of or pertaining to expansion. Of an engine, 
process, etc.: Involving or depending upon the 
principle of expansion. 

3782 Specif, of Waif s Patent No. 3321, 4 The said new or 
expansive engine, 3858 Greener Gunnery 33 In the expan- 
sive principle of rifles. Ibid. 353 The principles of the ex- 
pansive rifle. 3888 Pall Mall G. 6 Nov. 8/1 These messages 
were printed exactly as he sent them, and did not undergo 
any ‘expansive' process. 

4. a. Of material things: Expanding over or 
occupying a large surface or space ; having wide 
bounds, broad, extensive, b. Of immaterial things 
(e.g. thoughts, designs, sympathies): Having a 
wide range; comprehensive. 

3806 T. Surr Winter in Lond. I. iv. 64 It was situated., 
on the borders of an expansive lake. 3813 Eustace Tour 
Italy ix. 204 A more expansive and generous compassion for 
the fate of cities and states. 1818 J as. Mill Brit. India 
Pref. 16 If an observer were to take an expansive view of 
India. 3830 DTsraelI Chas. /, III. v. 72 The intellect of 
Laud was neither expansive nor elevated. 1834 T. M edwin 
Angler in Wales II. 175 He had the character.. of being 
remarkably handsome . . his forehead expansive. *835 1 . Tay- 
lor Spir. Despot, i. 12 That enlightened and expansive 
charity, .which should recommend tne Christian profession. 
1870 Emerson Soc. <$■ Solit. vii. 137 Czar Alexander was 
more expansive, and wished to call the Pacific my ocean. 
3890 Standard 10 Mar., We doubt . . whether expansive 
skirts of the old style will ‘ catch on ' in America. 
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Expansively (eksparnsivli), adv. [f. prec. + 

*LT 2 j In an expansive manner; at large, ex- 
tensively. With respect to the steam-engine: On 
the principle of expansion. 

1839 R. S. Robinson Naut. Steam Eng. 160 Very little 
power is lost by working the steam expansively. 1863 Car- 
lyle Fredk. Gt. xi. iii, Voltaire, at his leisure in Brussels., 
writes much more expansively. 1865 Masson Rec. Brit, 
P kilos. 100 The Absolute going forth expansively., is Na- 
ture. 1875 R. F. M artin tr. Havrez' Winding Mack. 93 
For throttling of the steam through the regulator will be 
substituted working expansively. . 

Expaasiveness (ekspse*nsivnes). [f. as prec. 
+ -ness.] The quality of being expansive. 

1 , a. Tendency to expand, b. Wide-spreading 
character or nature. 

1829 Bentham Wks. (1843) XI. 18 What you say on this 
subject shows the expandedness and expansiveness of your 
mind, a 1833 Robertson Serm. Ser. in. xiv. 172 The. .affec- 
tions of the Apostle Paul . .tending to expansivene$s > rather 
than concentration. 1854 H. Miller Sck.p Sckm. xii. (i860) 
122/2 The scenery., was imposing, .from its bare and lonely 
expansiveness. 1837 Toulm. Smith 7 'ke Parish 11 While 
the. . expansiveness of the Common Law will be thus shown. 
*879 Geo. Eliot Theo. Suck ix, That would restrict the ex- 
pansiveness of trade. 1884 tr. Lotze's Metaph. 96 The 
..expansiveness of the gaseous elements. 

2 . Absence of reserve in feeling or speech ; genial 
frankness, freedom, openness ; unrestrained flow of 
sympathy or conversation. 

1856 Emerson Eng. Traits, Lit. Wks. (Bohn) II. rrs That 
expansiveness which is the essence of the poetic element. 
1862 Mrs. Gordon in H. A. Page De Quincey ( 1877) I. viii. 
160 In the expansiveness of his own heart. 1864 Sat. Rev. 
9 July 45 Gifted female friends, .can praise with a large, 
ungrudging expansiveness. 1867 Lewes Hist. Philos. II. 
520 In the expansiveness of private conversation. 1883 
G, A. Boughton in Harpers Mag . Dec. 95/1 Who greeted 
Miles with, .noisy familiarity and expansiveness. 


Expansivity (ekspaensrvfti). rare. [f. as 
prec. + -ITT.] = Expansiveness. 

1837 Carlyle Mirabeau Misc. Ess. (1888) V. 231 Offences 
(of elasticity or expansivity)have accumulated. *838 Blackw. 
Mag. XL 1 V. 612 The expansivity and soaring heavenward- 
ness of the gases have full play. 

Expansometer (ekspsens^rmftsj). [f. Expans- 
ion + -(o)meter, after electrometer etc.] (See quot.) 

1883 Nasmyth A utohiog. vi. 119 One of my earliest attempts 
at original contrivance was an Expansometer — an instru- 
ment for measuring in bulk all metals and solid sub- 
stances. 

|| Expa*nsum. Obs. [L., neut. of expansus , 
pa. pple. of expandere to Expand. Adopted by 
scholars of 10-1 7th c. as lit. rendering of Heb. 
rdqt^c. ( V ulg. firtnamentum, A V. firmament) .] 
Expanse sb. 

2635 Swan Spec. M. Iv. § 1 (1643) 54 The Expansum, or 
stretching out of the Heavens. 1640 WruciNS New Planet 
11. (1684) 39 The common. People usually think the Rain to 
proceed from some Waters in the Expansum. 1651 Ter. 
Taylor Serm. for Year i* xxv. 314 The mercy of God [is] 
a vast expansum and a huge Ocean. 1794 Sullivan View 
Nat. II. 403 Till the whole expansum was cleared of these 
gross and opaque parts of matter. 


+ Expa’nstire. Obs. [f. L. expans- ppl. stem 
of expandere to Expand + -ure.] a. The process 
of expanding; expansion, b. = Expanse sb. 1. 

2606 Chapman Hero if Leander v, All your parts employ. 
And suit Night's rich expans ure with your joy, 1606 Sir 
G. Goosccappe iv. iii, in Bullen O. PI. III. 70 My im- 
mortal! part admits expansure. c x 6 xx Chapman Iliad xvn. 
317 Such expansure of his beams he [the sun] thrust out of 
his throne. 

t Expa*pillate, v. Obs.~° [f. L. expapilldt-us 
bared to the breast, f. ex- out + papilla nipple.] 
* To lay the breasts open to the paps 9 (Cockeram 
1623-6). 


f| Eat parte, ex-parte (e&spa-itf), adv., 
chiefly attrib. as quasi-dwjf. [L. phrase ex out of 
+ parte, abl. of pars part, side.] 

X. Law. On one side only : said respecting an 
affidavit, application, commission, evidence, testi- 
mony, etc. (See quots.) 

267a Cowel Interpr. s. v., A Commission ex parte , is that 
which is taken out and executed by one side onely. 2779 J. 
Reed in Sparks Corr. Amer. Rev. (1853) II. 277 No ex 
parte testimony ought to be received by the Court. 1839 
Holthouse New Law Diet. s. v., An Ex-parte application 
to the court is an application made by one party only. 1853 
Wharton Pa. Digest 854 An exparte affidavit may be ad- 
mitted to prove pedigree. 

2 . transf. Of statements, etc. : Made with re- 
spect to, or in the interest of, one side only. 

281a Ld. Palmerston Pari. Deb. 21 Dec., Ex-parte 
statements like the present. 1823 Lingard Hist. Eng. VI, 
346 Ex parte statements, to which the accused had no oppor- 
tunity of replying. 1836 Reads Never too late xxxv, I 
object to an exparte statement from a personal enemy. 

+ Expatriate, ppl. a. Obs. or arch. [ad. L. 
ex{s)patiai-us, pa. pple. of ex(s)patiarz : see next,] 
Equivalent to the later Expatiated. In quots. 
Widespread ; laid at full length. 

170a De Foe Reform. Manners 30 There lye the Seeds of 
nigh expatiate Sm. 2834 Syd. Dobell Balder xxviL 186 
Stretch him out, like the prophet on the dead. .Bound and 
prone, expatiate with nice art To the invenient horror. 

Expatiate (eksp^jV't), V. Also 7 exp-, ex- 
gpaciate, 6-8 exspatiate. £f. L. ex{s)patidt- ppL 


stem of ex{s)patidri, f. ex- (see Ex- pre/P) + spa- 
tidri to walk about, f. spatium space.] 

1 . intr. To walk about at large, to roam without 
restraint ; to move about freely in space, wander 
at will. Now somewhat rare in lit. sense. _ 

1538 Lei.and I tin. I. p. xxi, I have more exspatiated yn 
this Campe then they did. 2615 Crooke Body of Man 429 
Wherein this aetheriall body might expatiate and disport it 
selfe. 2637 S.Purchas Pol. Plying-/, ns. 16 They will expatiate 
and dance the Hay in circling motions, a 1760 J. R. Browne 
Design if Beauty Poems (1768) 102 Hejnot content the shal- 
low shore to keep Dauntless expatiates in the boundless deep. 
2763 Gray Let. in Poems (1775) 308 You will ..catch the 
breezes on the coast of Taranto . . expatiate to the very toe 
of the continent. 2796 Morse A mer. Geol \ I. 258 Workmen 
..by expatiating from Europe, have improved their condi- 
tion. 1849 Blackw. Mag. LXV. 236 He. .has it in his power 
to expatiate where he will. 1864 Lowell Biglow P. Poet. 
Wks. (1879) 275/2 Winter-flies . . crawl out ..to expatiate 
in the sun. 1873 Hamerton Intel l. Life xn. i. (1876/435 
Points upon which the cattle expatiate, 
b. Said of the eye, or hand. 

2630 Bulwer Anthropomet. 20 In this Cephalical com- 

E ression to the sides, the Eyes more freely expatiate to the 
ack-parts. 1712 Addison Sped. No. 412 t 2 Where the 
Eye has Room to range abroad, to expatiate at large on the 
Immensity of its Views. 2836-7 Sir W. Hamilton Metaph. 
xxxii. 11859) II. 252 The hand of a skilful musician expa- 
tiates over the keys of the most complex organ. 

C. jig. 

2612 Drayton Poly-olh. 11. Notes 37 So farre haue the indi- 
gested reports of. . Monkish inuention expatiated out of the 
lists of Truth. 2630-3 tr. Hales' Dissert, de Pace in Phenix 
(1708) II. 373 Ambition finds not room enough for her swell- 
ing to expatiate in. 1697 J. Sergeant Solid Philos. 321 But 
I expatiate too much into the Subject of Predication. 2704 
Swift T. Tub vii, Without farther expatiating from the 
subject, 1787 Bgnnycastle Astron. vi. 84 The flighty 
imagination of those who. .expatiated in the wilds of fiction. 
1849 Robertson Serm. Ser. 1. ii. (1866J 35 We . . expatiate 
into that which is infinite. 

f d. trans. (Cf. to walk the road.) Obs. rare. 

2627 J. Carter Exposition 109 The ungodly. .enter in., 
at the broad gates, and expatiate all the fields and countrie. 
2 . To speak or write at some length ; to enlarge ; 
to be copious in description or discussion. Const. 
on, upon. Also in indirect passive. 

1612 Drayton Poly-olb . 1. Notes 18 But you blame me 
thus expatiating. 2653 Cromwell Sp. 22 Jan. (Carlyle), I 
could not say more upon this subject if I listed to expatiate 
thereupon. 1721 Berkeley Prevent. Ruin Gt. Brit , Wks. 
III. 207 Ancient orators used to expatiate in praise of their 
country. 2793 Beddoes Math. Evid. 14 Frequently as the 
topic is expatiated upon. 1817 Chalmers Astron. Disc. i. 
(1852) 17 Those who expatiate with delight on the wonders 
and the sublimities of creation. 2830 M eri vale Rom. Emp. 
(1865) I. Pref. 7 The remarkable deficiency of our recent 
literature . . has constantly tempted me to expatiate. 

1 3 . trans. To enlarge, extend, expand [territory, 
etc.) ; to spread abroad (glory, shame) ; to exalt, 
magnify; to spread wide (the arms). Obs. 

2603 Patient Grissil (Shaks. Soc.) 22 Sir Owen, and sig- 
nors both, do not expatiate my obloquy. 1633 T. Adams 
Exp. 2 Peter ii. 4 Princes expatiate their dominions. 1660 
Waterhouse Amis § Arm. 6 The symmetry and exact 
order of which . . expatiated the glory of their valor almost 
thorowout the Continent. Ibid. 125 A benign umbrage ex- 
patiates little spires of grass into the magnitude of Lawrels. 
2668 The Rivals 17, I would expatiate my Wanton arms. 
1677 Sir T. Herbert Trav. 289 Where after a little space 
the channel is well-nigh expatiated so broad as the Thames 
at London. 

fb. rejl. and intr. for reft. Obs. 

2620-55 J. Jones Sfone-Heng{ 2725) 34 Salisbury Plain .. 
expatiates it self through the Middle of Wiltshire. 2630 
Fuller Pisgah u. iv. 107 The Jordan . . expatiateth itself 
into the waters of Merom. 1668 Culpepper & Cole Bartkol. 
Anat. 11. vi. 98 The Crown-vein. .Expatiates in a large tract 
from the right Eare. 1681 H. More Exp. Dan. App. ii. 
287 This dead condition, .is not to expatiate unto 1260 days. 
1738 Common Sense (x 739) II. 48 The Stock of Wealth a 
Nation possesses must expatiate, or it is of no Benefit to the 
Publick. 

t C. 4 To let loose, to allow to range * (J.). reft. 
only;— 1 b. and 2. Obs. 

*639 Instruct. Oratory 10 The best way therefore is, to 
give it [the Wit] leave to expatiate itself in its work. 1665 
Boyle Occas. Reft. (1675) 21 The thoughts being licens’d to 
expatiate themselves. 1683 Cave Ecclesiastid, Greg. Naz. 
296 Nazianzen .. welcom’d his Arrival with an Oration, 
wherein he expatiated himself in his praises for the Nobility 
of his birth. 1695 Dryden tr. Du Fresno/ s Painting § 70 
A Subject which shall . . afford . . Art an ample field of 
matter wherein to expatiate it self. 

d. nonce-use. To develop (views). 

1839 C. Barker Assoc. Princ. i. 8 Mr. Carlyle expatiating 
from its text his peculiar views of. .political economy. 
Hence + Expatiated ppl. a., widespread ; c£ 
sense 3 of vb. Expa’tiater (also expatiator), 
one who expatiates. Expatiating vbl. sb., the 
action of the vb. Expatiate ; in quot. expansion ; 
cf. sense 3 b of vb. Expatiating ppl. a., that 
expatiates ; whence Expatiatingly adv. 

2681 tr. Willis? Rem. Med. Wks. Vocab., Expatiated, en- 
larged, 2713 Ctess Winchelsea Misc. Poems 62 Tb’ expa- 
tiated Downs Shall wider Scenes display of rural Glee. <22766 
Pegge Anonym, v. (1809) 201 The person, intended . . as an 
Expatiator on the word EndovelHcus. 2839 New Monthly 
Mag. LVII. 260 Such is the mind of our expatiater upon 
flowers. 1717 J. Keill Anim. (Econ. (1738) 13 1 There was 
no . , room for the division and expatiating of the Vessels. 
2789 Trifierxxxv. 456 An expatiating and florid diffusion 
would, .weaken and dissolve then: close and well-compacted 


strength. 2692 Beverley Disc. Dr. Crisp 16 Why may not 
the most expatiating Expressions be used in so good a Sense? 
1887 Pall Mall G. 29 Dec\ 11/1 A pleasant space Into which 
to turn loose some, .expatiating gossiper to talk of what so 
seemerh him best. 2748 Richardson Clarissa ( i8ri) III. 
xxi. 231 What a folly, .to be so expatiatingly sincere. 

Expatiation (eksp^i^jbnj. [f. prec. vb. : 
see -ation.] The action of expatiating. 

1 . The action of walking abroad, or wandering at 
large ; also, an instance of the same. lit. and fig. 
Also, opportunity or room for expatiating, rare. 

2640 G. Watts tr. Bacon's Adv. Learn. 11. xiii. 1x5 There 
are no other Errors, or manifest Expatiations in Heaven, 
save those of the seaven Planets. 1647 Faringdon Serm. 
Jos. i. 27. 2 Take them from the Devil’s latitudes and ex- 
patiations. 1666 G. Harvey Morb. Angl. iv. 35 Gladness. . 
is an expansion, ^ or an expatiation of the said sensitive 
spirits out of their cells into some larger Meatus, a 2848 
R. W. Hamilton Retv. <§• Pirn is km. iv. 11853) 259 A proper 
self-love finds in religion a perfect expatiation. 

t 2 . The action of extending, expanding, or de- 
veloping ; expansion, development. Cf. sense 3 
of vb. Also concr. an extended portion, a pro- 
jection. Obs. 

2612 J. Cotta Discot). Pract. Physic n. ii. 94 The un- 
limited expatiation of so foule wrongs. 1632 Bp. Hall 
Height Eloquence p. Iii, A periphrasis very often winds up 
it self in its own expatiation. a 2661 Fuller Worthies, 
Surrey III. 76 Surrey, .may be allowed to be a Square (be- 
sides its Angular Expatiation in the South-west) of two and 
twenty miles. 

S. The action of discussing at large ; extended 
talk or description. 

2826 Keatinge Trav. I. 277 The tact of the person who 
has thus had the discretion to turn away the bolt, is the 
theme of expatiation. 1831 T. L. Peacock Crotchet Castle 
xv. (1887) 154 This tempting field of interesting expatiation. 
2878 N. A mer. Rev, CXXVII. 423 The reason is too apparent 
to need any expatiation. 1885 Manch. Exam. 28 Jan. 3/4 
The whole article is an example.. of tamely edifying expa- 
tiation. 

Expatiative (eksp^-Jiativ), a. [f. Expa- 
tiate v. + -ive»] Tending to spread itself out, 


expansive. 

1820 Shelley CEdlpus Tyr. 1, A leech . . with lubricous 
round rings Capaciously expatiative, which make His little 
body like a red balloon. 

Expatiatory (eksp^-Jiatori), a. [f. Expa- 
tiate v. + -oey.J Characterized by or indulging 
in expatiation. 

1816 W. Taylor in Monthly Rev. LXXXI. 468 The 
method adopted, .is more expatiatory. i860 J. P. Kennedy 
Swallow B. vii. 73 Everybody seems to understand the 
advantage of silence when M. is inclined to be expatiatory. 

Expatriate (eksp£t-tri|<?t), ppl. a. and sb. [f. 
as next, on the analogy of ppl. adjs. from Lat. pa. 
pples. : see -ate 2.] A. adj. ^ Expatbiatid. 
B. sb. An expatriated person. 

2812 Shelley Let. to Hitckener in Hogg Life II. 94 An 
Irishman has been torn from his wife and family . . because 
he was expatriate. 1828 Q. Rev. XIX. 55 Patriots and ex- 
patriates are alike the children of circumstances. 2829 L 
Taylor Enthus. x. 284 These expatriate millions [of 
Chinese] are accessible to instruction. 2872 B. Taylor 
Faust (18 75) II. hi. 168 But a God took hold of her, The 
Expatriate. 

Expatriate (eksp^’tri^it), v. [f. ppl. stem of 
late L. expatridre, f, ex- (see Ex- pref 1 ) + pairi-a 
native land + -ate 3 . Cf. Fr. expat Mer.] 

1 . trans. To drive (a person) away from (his) 
native country ; to banish. 

2827 G. Chalmers in Churchyards Chippes 163 Morton 
was thus expatriated. 2828 D’ Israeli Chets. /, I. v. 213 
This minister, after having been expatriated, outlived his 
great enemy. 2836 Olmsted Slave States 261 He apolo- 
gizes at length for proposing to expatriate the negroes. 

2 . reft, (rarely intr. for refit) To withdraw from 
one’s native country ; in the Law of Nations, to 
renounce one’s citizenship or allegiance. 

2784 Berington Hist. Abeillard (1787) iv. 187 He [Abeil- 
lard] indulged the romantick wish of expatriating himself 
for ever. 2804 Colebrooke Husb. <7 Comm. Bengal (1806) 
61 note. Another person, .who has expatriated, or who has 
removed to other land. 2846 Grote Greece 1. v. (1862) I. 89 
iEtolus . . having been forced to expatriate from Pelopon- 
nesus. 2856 Emerson Eng. Traits , Ability Wks. (Bohn) 
II.40 Sir John Herschel.. expatriated himself for years at 
the Cape of Good Hope. 2889 Phillimore Iniernat. Law 
(ed. 3) IV. 30 The status of aliens, and the capacity of sub- 
jects to expatriate themselves under the present English law. 

Hence Expatriated ppl. a . Expatriating 

ppl. a., that expatriates (in sense 2 of vb.). 

1768 Sterne Sent. Journ., Pref. in Desobligeant, The 
balance of sentimental commerce is always against the ex- 
patriated adventurer. 1793 Burke Rem. Policy Allies Wks. 
VII. 247 The expatriated landed interest of France. 2835 
Macaulay Hist. Eng, IV. 384 The ruined and expatriated 
Protestant Lord. 1846 Grote Greece 1. xvii. (1862) II. 420 
The oekist and some of the expatriating chiefs. 

Expatriation (eksp^tri^ijon). [f. prec. vb. ; 

see -ation.] 

1 . The banishing a person from his own country ; 
the state of being banished ; banishment, exile. 

2816 Keatinge Trav. I. 31 This part of France appears 
never to have recovered the effects of., an expatriation. 
2848 Macaulay Hist. Eng.^ I. 524 The longer his expatria- 
tion, the greater does this hallucination become. 2860 
Motley NetherL (1868) L Hi. 92 The expatriation of wealthy 
merchants. 

2 . The action of leaving one’s country for an- 


EXPECTATION. 


EXPECTANCY. 
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other ; emigration. Also, in the Law of Nations, 
renunciation of one’s country. 

1825 T. Jefferson Autobiog. Wks. 1859 I. 8 Expatriation 
being a natural right. 1839 Yeqwell A tic. Brit. Ck. x. 
(1847) 107 The bishops and clergy . . sought refuge in expa- 
triation. 1868 Rogers Pol, Peon, xlx, The voluntary ex- 
patriation of those who have the energy or enterprise to 
leave the home of their birth. 1889 Phillimore Jn.tern.at . 
Law (ed. 3) IV. 274 Expatriation , Any British subject .. 
who may. .after the passing of this Act. .voluntarily become 
naturalized in such state. .shall, .be deemed to have ceased 
to be a British subject. 

f Expecca*tion. nonce-tod. ff. Ex- pref 1 + L. 
peccdre to sin : see -ation.] (See quot.) 

a 1631 Donne Serm. Ixiv. 645 It is. .this Expeccation. .this 
taking away of Sins formerly committed that restores me. 

Expect (ekspe-kt), v. Also 7-8 exspect. [ad, 
L. ex{sped-are to look out for, await, f. ex- (s-e 
Ex- pref}') + sped-are to look, freq. of spec-ere to 
see. Cf. OF. especter (14th c.) to await.] 

I. To wait. 

f 1 . intr. To wait; to defer action until some 
contingency arises. To expect of : « sense 2. Obs. 

1560 Daus tr. Sleidane's Comm. 408 a, He desireth. .that 
Duke Maurice woulde be content to expect so long as he 
may goe and come. 1600 Holland Livy xxi. xlviii. 420 
Scipio . . thinking it good to expect of the other Consul! his 
Colleague. 16x1 Bible Heb.x. 13 From henceforth expect- 
ing till his enemies be made his footstoole. 1633 H* More 
Antid. Atk. n. xii. (1712) 82 A Dog expects till his Master 
has done picking of the bone. 1703 Rules of Civility 15 We 
must not knock, but expect patiently. 1765 G. Colman 
Terence's Comedies 388 To sit at home, expecting till a 
kinsman Came, .to marry her. 

+ b. qu&si-trans. with out. Obs. rare. 

<21664 M. Frank Serm. (1672) 497 Men having., dili- 
gently made use of the opportunity, and expected it out. 

1 2 . trans. To wait for, await. Obs. 

1585 Abp. Sandys Serm. xiv. § 19. 239 Note in Cornelius 
with what humanitie. .he receiued Peter, .he called to him 
his kinsemen and friends, and expected him. 1609 Bible 
(Douay) Ecclus. xi. Comm., Expect the end of an other 
mans speach, before you beginne to answer. 1633 Bp. Hall 
Hard Texts N. T. 223 Yee..eate your owne good cheere 
not expecting your poorer brethren. 17x0 Steele Taller 
No. 202 P 5 There was a great crowd in my Antichamber, 
who expected Audience. 1781 Gibbon Bed. 4 F. II. 92 
The . . king of the Goths, instead of expecting the attack 
of the Legions, boldly passed the Danube, x8ox Southey 
Thalaba ix. xviii, With . . talons sheathed The ounce expects 
his liberty. 1822 Shelley in R. Garnett Relics (1862) 189 
With what anxiety I expect your news of her health 1 
b. With indirect question as obj. : To wait to 
see or know. ? Obs. or arch . 


1572 G. Buchanan Detect. Q. Mary N j, Do you now 
expect quhat sentence men chosen agaynst law. .haue pro- 
nounced? X603 Knolles Hist. Turks (1621) 79 All this 
great fight the Constantinopolitanes beheld .. expecting 
what should bee the event thereof. 1687 T. Brown Saints 
in Uproar Wks. 1730 1. 72, 1 expected every minute when 
it would come to downright kick and cuff between ’em. 
1741 Middleton Cicero (ed. 3) II. vn. 191 While he [Cicero] 
lay encamped . . expecting what way the Parthians would 
move. 2794 Godwin Cal. Williams 20 Mr. Tyrrel . . ex- 
pected every moment when he would withdraw to another 
part of the room. 

t c. Of a destiny, etc. : To be in reserve for, be 
in store for. Cf. Await 8 . Obs. 
fx6ix Chapman Iliad xviii. 113 If such fate expect my 
life, where death strikes I will lie. 1659 Hammond On Ps. 
Ixxxii. 7 Paraphr.409 That severe account, .of their actions, 
which after death expects all such. 1741 Middleton Cicero 
(ed. 3I III. x. 166 If any other fate expects me, I tast a joy 
beforehand, in the sure foresight of your punishment. 1781 
Cowper Charity 280 Prisons expect the wicked. 

II. To look for mentally. 

1 * 3 . To look forward to as one’s go?] or motive. 

2578 T. N. tr. Cong . W. India 24 Good men doe rather 

T ct renowne, then treasure. 

To look forward to (an event), regard (it) as 
about to happen ; to anticipate the occurrence of 
(something whether good or evil). Also, to 4 look 
for anticipate the coming of (a person or thing), 
the receipt of (anything). 

Often with advbs. or phrases indicating time, which by a 
sort of ellipsis relate to the event ‘expected'; e.g. ‘I ex- 
pect him next week * ; * When do you expect payment ’ ? 

a. with simple obj. When the obj. denotes an 
action, manifestation, etc., often const, of from. 

x6ox Shaks. Jul. C. 1. ii. 297 Cassi. Will you Dine with 
me to morrow? Cask. I. Cassi. Good, I will expect 
you. 1605 Bp, Hall Medit. Vows 1. viii. 14, I will ex- 
pect the woorst, because it may come ; the best, because I 
know it will come. 1651 Hobbes Leviath. in. xll 263 They 
that bare rule, .and they that were governed, did all expect 
the Messiah. 1701 De Foe True-born Eng. Pref,, I expect 
a Storm of 111 Language. 1724 R. Falconer Adv. <$• Esc. 
(1769) 83 Finding we could not expect his Life, we prayed 
for a speedy ana painless Release from it. 1802 Mar. Edge- 
worth Moral T. (1816) I. xiii 104 They expected a visit in 
a few hours. x866 Geo. Eliot F. Holt (1868) 24, 1 am afraid 
of ever expecting anything good again. 1882 J. H. Blunt 
Ref. Ck. Eng. II. 18 If he did similar things, he should ex- 
pect similar punishment. 1891 Speaker 2 May 533/1 The 
book is very much what might have been expected from the 
author. Mod. I expect my mother to dinner. 

b. with obj. and inf . ; when the action or con- 
dition anticipated is that of the subject, with inf 
alone. _ 

1659 B. Harris ParivaTs Iron Age 142 The Imj>erial 
Garrisons, who were not expected to be ever seen again in 
those parts. x66o Willsford Scales Comm . 182 A Captain of 


a Castle expecting to he beleagu red, makes good his outworks. 
17x0 Hearne Collect. (Oxf. Hist. Soc.) III. 6, I expect to re- 
ceive them this week. 1724 De Foe Mem. Cavalier 11840 172 
1 hey expected us, and we expected to come. 1818 Jas. 
Mill Brit. India l. n. vi. 226 He expected to perform to 
him one of the most agreeable of all possil le services. 1876 
JEVONS Logic Primer 9 Seeing a bright flash of lightning, 
I expect thunder to follow. 2891 Law Times XC. 473/2 
w e are now daily expecting the question to come again be- 
fore the Divisional Court. 

C. with clause as obj. ; also with ellipsis of sub- 
ordinate clause. 

tfi°3 Sir D. Carleton in Ellis Orig. Lett. 1. 245 III. 82 
It is exspected the two courts being joyned will produce 
somewhat extraordinary. 1726 Chetwood Adv. Capt. 
L • Boyle 74 They did not expect she could ever recov er. 
2749 Yielding Tom Jones n. ix. This lady was. .as well as 
could be expected for one in her condition. x86o Tyndall 
Glac. 1. xi. 79 The Mur, .was by no means so bad as we had 
expected, 
d. absol. 

*779 Johnson L. P. Wks. 1816 IX. 170 We love to ex- 
pect ; and when expectation is disappointed or gratified we 
want to be again expecting. 1847 Tennyson Princ. tn. 191 
Our King expects — was there no precontract ? 

■ II©* ellipt. f a) Anglo-Irish (see quot. 1813); 
(I) colloq. (see quot. 1890). 

X813 Mar. Edgeworth Patron. (1815) II. 22 ‘Sure I tould 
you he was not expicted, that is if you don’t know in Eng- 
land, not expicted to live.’ 1845 Mrs. S. C. Hall Wkiteboy 
v. 48 Poor Mrs. M. . . . isn't expected— indeed I must ride 
hard to overtake her. 1890 Farmer Slang Diet., Expect- 
ing, with child. 

*f £ intr. To expect for «= to look for. Obs. 

X591 Harington Orl. Fur. Pref., A Sophister . . made a 
long . . Oration . . expecting at the end thereof for some great 
thankes, 1630 R. Johnson's Kingd. <5* Comtmv. 98 Travel- 
lers . . expecting in an Almanacke for a yeare of Jubile, flie 
over Sea by flocks towards Rome. 1659 B. Harris Parival's 
Iron Age 277 A peace, for which so many people long, and 
earnestly expect. 

5 . In sense 4 with various additional notions. 

a. In combination with can , with expressed or 
implied negation, this vb. often = e to look for with 
reason or likelihood, or without great ri-k of dis- 
appointment V Cf. count on, rely on, in similar 
connexion. 

1650 R. Stapylton St rad as Low-C. Warres Strada to 
Rdr., A History. .which I cannot expect should he either 
praised or pardoned. 1759 [see Erroneous 3]. 1848 Mac- 
aulay Hist. Eng. I. 538 The despotic viceroy soon found 
that he could not expect entire support from Argyle. 1872 
Morley Voltaire (1886) 135 Nor can we be expected to be 
deeply moved by a form of art that is so unfamiliar to us. 

b. To look for as due from another. In 
stronger sense : To look for (something) with an 
implied injunction or requisition. 

1634 Sir T. Herbert Trav. 184 These Negroes .. impart 
freely of what they have to any civil] Traveller, expecting 
some small retribution for their curtesie. 1650 Cromwell 
Leit.SfSp. (1871) III. 104, I expect it be encouraged, 1690 
Dryden Amphitryon Pref., There is a Pride of doing more 
than is expected from us. 1711 Addison Sped. No. 115 1*5 
Providence furnishes Materials, but expects that we should 
work them up ourselves. 1729 Butler Serm. Wks. 1874 
II. 72 The unhappy, from whom can be expected no returns 
either of present entertainment or future service. 1805 
Nelson in Southey Life ix, [Nelson's last signal] England 
expects every man to do his duty ! 1818 Whately Commpl. 
Bk. (1864) 97 Thus I may fairly expect that one who has 
received great kindness from me should protect me in dis- 
tress. 1884 Punch 6 Dec. 276/1 What do you expect me 
to do ? 1890 Besant Demoniac v. 55 The crew won’t ex- 
pect any drink. 

fc. Hence of things, conditions, etc. : To call 
for, need, require. Obs. 

1664 J. Strype in Lett. Lit. Men f Camden'' i8r, I am 
sensible of the charges that a College life doth expect. 1687 
J. Boyse in Tkoreshy s Corr. (ed. Hunter} I. 93 One asser- 
tion in it I could not but think expected greater evidence. 
1691 T. H[ale] Acc. New Invent. 29 To order the doing of 
that now, which the Practice of the Navy, .would have ex- 
pected their having done long since. 

6. To anticipate that it will turn out to be 
the case that ; hence, to suspect, suppose, sur- 
mise. 

Now rare in literary use. The misuse of the word as a 
synonym of suppose, without any notion of * anticipating * 
or ‘ looking for/, is often cited as an Americanism, but is 
very common in dialectal, vulgar or carelessly colloquial 
speech in England. 

1502 Unton Corr. (Roxb.) 382 It is expected that the Duke 
of Guiese’s horse was shott under him. X607 Tourneur 
Rev. Trag. v. i, The Duchesse is expected fowly bent. 
1645 in Select. Harl. Misc. (1793) 346, I. .expect they [the 
forces] are much stronger than I am made believe. 1763 
T. Jefferson Corr* Wks. 1859 1 . 186 , 1 say has been, because 
I expect there is one [an opening] no longer. 1785 Ibid. I. 
384. x8x2— Writ. (1830} TV. 177, xS2x Whewell in Tod- 
hunter Acc.WIs Wks. (1876) II. 43, I expect they are of a 
character which will not set you upon making comparisons. 
1856 Sebastopol h. xiv. 385, I expect my friend was a para- 
gon of sanctity. x86x Sir G. W. Dasent Burnt Njal I. 
Pref. viii, It is an old saying, that a story never loses in 
telling, and so we may expect it must have been with this 
story. 1877 W. H. Mallock New Republic (1878} 184 Now, 
I expect. Lady Ambrose, that, in its true sense, you know 
a good deal more history than you are aware of. 

t Expe'Ct, sb. Obs . rare. [f. prec. vb.] = Ex- 

pectation 3 . 

2597 J. Payne Royal Exch . 4 Not for the expect of any 
vayne glorye. x 6 o 6 Shaks. Tr. 4 Cr. 1. iii. 70 Speak Prince 
of Ithaca, and be ’t of lesse expect. That matter needless.. 
Divide thy lips, than, etc. 


Expectable (ekspe'klab’I), a. Also 7 e rron. 
expectable, [ad. L. exspecidbiiis, f. exspeetdre : 
see Expect v and -able.] To be expected. 

1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. n. v. § 3. 85 Nor is its 
substantial! conversion expectable in any composition or ali- 
ment wherein it is taken. 1653 GaUden J/ierasp. 18 It is 
not expectable, that ministers should increase in favor with 
God and man, unless, etc. a 1677 Barrow Serm. Wks. 1686 
II. xviii. 261 In that measure which is expectable from the 
natural infirmity, .of man. 1886 Tupper My Life as Author 
230 It is expectable they [telescopes] would show us only 
our own composites in those of other worlds. 

U [Krron. after Sp. espectable, ad. L. spectdbile-m : 
see Spectable.] Distinguished, illustrious. 

1574 Hellowes Guevara’s Fam. Ep. 175 Expectable 
gentleman, and magnificent knight. Ibid, 197 Right ex- 
pectable and noble knight, I haue receaued your letter. 

f Expeetaltee. t bs. rare. [? Corruption of 
Sp. espectante , one who is on the look-out.] 

1654 Wbittock Zootomia A, Peeces compiled .. out of 
Plutarcbs fulness, .would undoubtedly fill the mouth of the 
most gaping Expectaltee among Readers. Ibid, A vij, To 
all gaping Expeetaltees ithat look for more than here they 
are like to finde} my Book replyeth [etc.]. 

Expectance (ek?pe'ktans). [f. L. expedantia , 
n. of state f. expect ant-em : see Expectant.] 

L. The action or state of waiting for anything. 
In later use only with mixture of sense 2 in phrase 
After long expectance. Somewhat arch. 

1603 Knolles Hist. Turks 11621} 1092 At length after 
long expectance . . they were, .brought forth into the field. 
1628 Digby Voy. Medit. (18681 4 In expectance of the others 
com pan ie. 1682 Wh eler Joum. Greece r. 20 After a Jong 
and fruitless expectance of Succours, a 1717 Parnell Gift of 
Poetry 1 1758) 149 Long expectance of a bliss delay'd Breeds 
anxious doubt. 1724 Swift Drapier's Lett, iv. The ad- 
dresses of both houses after long expectance produced no- 
thing but a report in favour of Wood. 1818 R. Southey in 
Q. Rev. XVIII. 8 The slow season of expectance past, True 
Love .. [might] Requite the sorrows of this hard delay. 
1863 Kinglaice Crimea 1 1. 240 Now at length, and after long 
expectance, they indeed would go into action. 

f b. With indirect question : The state of wait- 
ing to know. Obs. 

1606 Shaks. Tr. 4- Cr. iv. v. 46 There is expectance here 
from both the sides, What further you will doe ? 

2 . The action of mentally looking forward to 
the occurrence of anything, or to the coming of 
anyone; anticipation; = Expectation 2 and 3. 
Obs. or arch. 

1640 Sungsby Diary (1836) 64 Great expectance their is 
of a happy Parliament. <*1641 Bp. R. Mount agu Ads 4 
Mon. (16421 427 They, make him stay, and stand without in 
expectance a whole yeere. 1691 T. H[ale]^ 4 c<t. New Invent . 
p. xc, Their expectance of being better used abroad. 1768- 
74 Tucker Lt. Nat. <18521 II. 330 Some particular person 
in whom that general expectance might centre. 1814 Cary 
Dante (Chandos 1 173 The thirst did feel abatement of its 
edge E’en from expectance. 

b. In phrases Against, beyond expectance , to 
answer expectance. ? Obs. 

1631 R. H. Arraignm. Whole Creature x. § 1. 74 They 
answere not expectance. 1659 Lady^ Alimony v. vi. in Hazl. 
Dodsley XIV. 365 Who. .rais’d their ruin'd fortunes Above 
expectance ! 1756 Burke Snbl. $ B. iv. xvii ; When any 

thing happens against the expectance of the mind. 

+ c. The state or condition of being expected. 
In phrase, In expectance. Obs. 

16x1 Cotgr. s.v. Expedative . . Benefices conferez en ex- 
pectative, in reversion, or expectance. 1640 Fuller 
Joseph's Coat iii. (1867} 127 In hope and expectance he hath 
the reversion of heaven and happiness. 

f d. A resource from which results are expected. 
Cf. hope. Obs. 

a x668 Davenant Siege cf Rhodes Wks. f 1673) 33 Being 
to their last expec tance driven, Ian the, now they cry l 
1 3 . Ground, reason, or warrant for expecting ; 
prospect of attaining to something. Cf. Expec- 
tancy 2 b, 4, Expectation 4, 4 b. Obs. 

1602 Warner Alb. Eng. Epit. (*612)373 The expectance 
of the Crowne in Right .. rested in this Edgar. 1603 
Knolles Hist. Turks (1621) 1385 Being a man of small 
fortune, and little expectance in his owne countrey. 1650 R. 
Stapylton Strada’ s Low-C. Warres ix. 36 There could be 
no exspectance of a forrein expedition. 1701 N. Wilson in 
Keble Life Bp. Wilson (1863 I, 15S Wishing that they may 
live so as to have a just expectance of that blessed immor- 
tality. 1754 Richardson Grandison I. ii. 7 Having a good 
estate in possession ; fine expectances besides. 1793 Mrs. 
E. Parsons Woman as she should be L 153 An aunt . .from 
whom he has great expectances. 

+ 4. That which is expected. Obs. 

1684 Z. Cawdrey Cert. Salvation 30 Towards his servants 
he was so just, that he .. gave them all their due Expect- 
ances, and, etc. 

Expectancy (ekspe*ktansi). Also 7 expee- 
tansie. [ad. L. expedantia : see prec. and -ancy.J 
1 1. = Expectance i. Obs. rare- 1 . 

1649 G. Daniel Trinarch. t Hen. IV, exxi. Only this is 
worth The King’s Expectancie. 

2. The quality or state of being expectant ; often, 
the action or fact of expecting ( - Expectance 2 ) ; 
also, an instance of this ; a counting on ; a forecast, 
calculation. 

1600 Holland Livy 1187 The Macedonians, who depended 
upon the hope and expectancie of their aid. 1656 Jeanes 
Mixt. Sckol. Div. *31 It gives therefore an assured expec- 
tancy of a better life after death, a 1714 Sharp Serm. {1754) 
I. ii. 34 How often doth a man do that in the fury and ex- 


EXPECTANT. 

pectancies of lust, for which [etc,]. 1807 Cog an* Eth. Treat, 
Passions 1. i. 38 According to the degrees of our expectancy 
of success. 1823 Scott Pcveril xxv, Fortune. .loves to 
confound the calculations and expectancies of humanity, 
1876 Geo. Eliot Dan. Der. v. xl, The first-prompted sus- 
picion, .gave way to a more submissive expectancy. 

b. esp. The position of being entitled to any 
possession at some future time, either as a re- 
mainder, or reversion , or on t he death of some one. 

28x2 L. M, Hawkins Ctess $ Gertr. I. 37 Miss Toms, the 
great heiress in expectancy, a 1832 Mackintosh France in 
1815, Wks. 1846 III. tqi Persons, .interested, .in the sale of 
confiscated property . . by mortgage, or by expectancy. 1867 
Miss Broughton As a Flower xi. 103 Happy partly in 
present fruition, far more in expectancy. 

0 . That from which expectations are entertained. 
arch. Cf. hope and Expectance 2 d. 

1602 Shaks. Ham. in. i. 160 Th' expectansie and Rose of 
the faire State. 1805 Wordsw. Prelude vi. Wks. ted. Mor- 
ley) 280/2 The Nation hailed Their great expectancy. 

3. The state or condition of being expected, or 
looked forward to ; esp. in Law (see 2 b). 

1598 Kitchin Courts Leet (1675' 3°S The Fee was but in ex- 
pectancy. 1767 Biackstone Comm . II. 4S2; The bankrupt 
..is bound.. to make a full discovery of all his estate and 
effects, as well in expectancy as possession. 1777 Burke 
Core. (1844) I I. 200 A practical reputation, to do any good, 
must- be in possession, not in expectancy. 2838 DickensA'zV/j. 
Hick, xxii, The whole capital which Nicholas found himself 
entitled to either in possession, reversion, remainder, or ex- 
pectancy. 1848 W HARTON Law Lex. 241 >x s. v. Expectation, 
A sum of money in expectancy, .has a determinate value. 

b. Anything in expectancy; anything which a 
person is entitled to expect 
[1767 Blackstone Comm. II. 163 Of expectancies there 
are two sorts; one.. called a remainder; the other.. called 
a reversion.] 1858 Ld. St. Leonards Handy Bk. Prop. Lazo 
xx. 152 You may devise and bequeath any of your expec- 
tancies. 1883 Stubbs' Mercantile Circ. 8 Nov. 1000/2 Taking 
an assignment of her expectancy for what it is worth. 

4. The extent to which expectation may be 
reasonably cherished ; prospective chance of posses- 
sion, or of the occurrence of an event. 

1620 Horae Subsec. 454 From meane fortunes expectancies 
cannot be great. 2793 Burke Rem. Policy A Hies Wks. 1842 
I. 594, 1 . .have been taught. ,to moderate my calculation of 
the expectancy of human abilities. 2879 Geo. Eliot Theo. 
Suck xv, Calculating expectancy concerning parishoners' 
turkeys. 

Expectant (ekspedctant), ppl. a. and sb. fa. 
Fr. expectant , or perh. ad. its original L. ex{s s pec- 
tant-em , pr. pple. of exspectare : see Expect.] 

A. adj. 

1. That is in an attitude or state of expectation ; 
waiting, looking out. Const. + for, of f on. 

c 2400 Rom. Rose 4571 Abide in hope.. Expectant ay tille 
I may mete. 24. . Purific. Mary in Tundale's Vis. (1843) 
*3* Symeon . . That was expectaunt . . On the comfort and con- 
solacion of Isrel. 1641 Sir E. Dering Sp.on Relig. 22 Nov. 
xv. 65 The people are expectant for a Declaration. 2730-6 
in Bailey (folio). 2801 Southey Thalaba in. xvii, His dog 
..Now lifts an anxious and expectant eye, Courting the 
wonted caress. 2856 Mrs. Browning Aur. Leigh iv. 
899 Romney at the porch Looked out expectant of the 
bride. 1862 Trench Mirac. xv. (ed. 3) 253 From among 
this suffering expectant multitude Christ singles out one. 
2872 A. W._ Hutton Posit. Catholics in Ch, Eng. 33 The 
Church Militant, the Church Expectant. 

b. esp. That has the prospect, in ordinary course, 
of succeeding to a possession, office, etc., or of 
occupying a certain position ; c that is to be ’ (so- 
and-so). Also, that expects, thinks himself likely, 
to be appointed to an office, etc. 

1393 Gower Con/. 1 . 216 As he that tho was apparant Upon 
the regne expectant. 1640-1 Kirkcudbr. War. Comm. Min. 
Bk. (1855) 57 The supplicatioun presentit by Johne Somer- 
vaill, expectant minister, a 2691 Bp. Barlow Rem. (1693) 
276 The Supernumerary expectant Clergy. 1714 Swift 
Pres. State Affairs Wks. 175s II. 1. 220 Scruples artificially 
raised in the mind of the expectant heir. 1838 Lytton 
Calderon , A pious Catholic, expectant of the cardinal's hat. 
1886 Law Times LXXXII. 94/2 An expectant occupier 
has a locus standi to apply for the renewal of a public-house 
licence. 

c. Eng. Law (see quot.). 

2875 Sir G. Jessel Law Rep . to Chanc. Appeals 391 That 
peculiar position of reversioner or remaindersman which is 
oddly enough described as an expectant heir. This phrase 
is used, not in its literal meaning, but as including, .every 
one who has the hope of succession to the property of an 
ancestor. 

2. Characterized by expectation or waiting for 
the course of events ; esp. in Medicine, in expectant 
method , etc. (see quot. 1866 ). 

18x6 Southey in Q.Rev. XVI. 5x3 Like the continental 
physicians, such statesmen would pursue the expectant sys- 
tem. i860 Motley Netkerl. (1868) I. iii. 80 The policy of 
England continued to be expectant and dilatory. 1866 A. 
Flint Princ. Med. (x88o) 112 The treatment of a disease is 
expectant whenever the physician does not attempt to 
abridge or arrest it, but strives to aid in conducting it to a 
favorable termination. 

3. Law. Existing in expectancy, or belonging to 
one in reversion or remainder ; reversionary. Hence, 
in ordinary lang, : To be expected or anticipated. 

1628 Coke On Litt. 22 He hath, .a fee simple expectant, 
2670 Sir T. Culpeper Hecess. Abating Usury 13 Upon the 
Encouragement of a long.. lease, he.. will be enabled to 
venture on Improvements chargeable and expectant. 176s 
Blackstone Comm. I. 217 On her.. the remainder of the 
crown, expectant on the death of king William . . without 
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issue, was settled by statute. 2768-74 Tucker Lt. Hat. 
(28521 II. 660 We encourage ourselves to any . .disagreeable 
task by prospect of the profit expectant therefrom. 2828 
Cruise Digest (ed. 2' V. 25 The right of the remainder-man, 
expectant on the determination of the estate tail. 1827 
Jarman Powell's Devises II. xu The fee expectant on his 
wife's life estate. 2858-9 Act 21-2 Viet. c. 44 § xx in Ox/. <§• 
Camb. Enactm. 264 The reversion immediately expectant 
on the determination thereof. 

B. sb. 

1. One who expects an arrival, occurrence, etc. ; 
one who looks to receive something. 

a 1662 Fuller Worthies, Middlesex , [Sir Julius Caesar] 
though heaved at by some Expectants, sate still in his 
place. 2664 H. More Myst. Iniq. Apol. 539 Eager Expec- 
tants of this great happiness. 1706 Collier Re/l. Ridic. 235 
They'll submit all their inferiours and expectants to all their 
whims and fancies. 1725 Pope Odyss. 1 . 323 Vain expectants 1 
of the bridal hour. 2866 J. G. Murphy Comm, Ex. xxxii. x 
Moses delayed, literally, put the expectants to shame by 
his non-appearance. 1877 Kinglakf. Crimea (ed, 6) V. i. 235 
From moment to moment he was an expectant of death. 

2. One entitled to expect something to which he 
will succeed or come in due course, as an owner 
in reversion, the next heir, etc. In Eng. Law =* 
expectant heir ; see A. 1 c. 

2625-8 tr. Camden's Hist. Eliz . iv. 564 Those that are 
Expectants of the Crown. 1654 Gaytqn Pleas. Hotes III. 
ix. 127 This puts., the Expectant, to fresh charge. 2686 
Kettlevvell Serm. Death Ld. Digby 3 Those who are 
now no longer . . Expectants, but inherit the Promises. 
2752 Ld. Hakdwicke 2 Ves. Sr. 157 [The species of fraud] 
which infects catching bargains with heirs, reversioners, or 
expectants, in the life of the father, etc. 2788 H. Walpole 
Re win. iii. 27 Some devoting themselves to the wearer of 
the crown, and others to the expectant. 2817 Canning in 
Pari. Deb. 330 The impatient expectants of a dilapidated 
inheritance. 2853 Marsden Early Punt, 186 James, King 
of Scotland, the eager expectant of their throne. 

b. A candidate for, or one who expects, any 
office or employment. In Scotland, formerly, ‘a 
candidate for the ministry who has not yet re- 
ceived a license to preach the gospel’ (Jam.). 

2641 Act Assembly Glasgow 7 Aug. (Jam.), No expectant 
shall be permitted to preach in publike before a congregation 
til first he be tryed after the same manner, xtfefi Burd. 
Issack. in Pkenix (1708) II. 264 Students in Divinity. . are 
enrol'd Expectants of such or such a Presbytery. 2647 N. 
Bacon Disc. Goz>t. Eng. 1. vi. (1739) This may give some 
liking to the present Incumbents, but not to the Expectants. 
1692 in /. Fisher's Li/e i, 10 [They would be pleased] to 
desire Mr. Thomas Fisher expectant, .to come and preach 
to them. 180a Ann. Reg. 2 The spirit of violence., 
manifested, .by. .the expectants of government. 1852 Sir 
W. Hamilton Discuss. 401 A clerical expectant, whose 
hopes are bounded by a College living.^ 2855 Macaulay 
Hist. Eng. III. 295 Name whom he might, he could not 
fail to disappoint, .a multitude of expectants. 

Hence Expe'ctantly adv ., in an expectant man- 
ner ; in the attitude of expectation. 

1857 W. Collins Dead Secret (1861) 238 His head turned 
expectantly in the direction in which he had last heard, .his 
wife's voice. 2876 Geo. Eliot Dan. Der. iv. xxx, The 
children, .stood in front of her with their sweet faces up- 
turned expectantly. 

Expectation (ekspekt^-Jhn). [ad. L. expeetd - 
tidn-em, n. of action f. exspectare to Expect.] 

1. The action of waiting ; the action or state of 
waiting for or awaiting (something). Now only 
with mixture of sense 2 : Expectant waiting. 

2550 Bale Image Both Ch. B iiij, Dilygent Expectaclon in 
the faith of Gods promyses, 1601 Shaks. ful. C. 1. i. 46 
[You] haue sate The liue-long day, with patient expectation. 
To see great Pompey. 1605 — Lear iv. iv. 23 Our prepara- 
tion stands In expectation of them, c 1667 South Serm, 
Consecration (1715) 282 A daily Expectation at the Gate, is 
the readiest Way to gain Admittance into the House. 1675 
Bentley Pref to Dryden's Mistaken Husband 250 This 
Play was left in Mr. Dryden's hands many years since. . 
After Twelve years expectation, Mr. Dryden gave it to the 
Players. 2722-1800 in Bailey. 1853 Kane Grinnell Exp. 
xxvfi, 221 After another hour of cold expectation they came 
again. 

b. *s Expectant method : see Expectant A. 2 , 
2689 G. Harvey {title). The Art of Curing Diseases by 
Expectation. 2866 A. Flint Princ. Med. (1880) 112 The 
treatment of a disease by expectation consists in watching 
carefully its progress, and meeting with appropriate measures 
unfavorable events as they arise. 2884 in Syd. Soc. Lex. 
e. attrib., as in expectation-week (see quot). 

2622 Sparrow Bk. Com. Prayer (1661) 196 Sunday after As- 
cens. This is called Expectation -week for now the Apostles 
were, .expecting the fulfilling of that promise of our Lord. 

2. The action of mentally looking for some one 
to come, forecasting something to happen, or anti- 
cipating something to be received ; anticipation ; 
a preconceived idea or opinion with regard to what 
will take place. Phrases, Against , beyond , contrary 
to, f out of, etc. expectation. 

155a Abp. Hamilton Catech. (1884) 42 Expectatioun or 
loking for the blys of hevin. 1553 Eden Treat. Hewe Ind. 
(Arb.) 6 If dew successe . .shoulde not chaunce according vnto 
theyr hope & expectation. 2563 Fulke Meteors (1640) 70 b, 
Some perchance, would looke that wee . . should entreat of 
. .precious stones, which matter though it be out of our pur- 
pose, .yet seeing it is not out of their expectation. 2563 
Golding Caesar 149 When contrarye to theyr expectacion, 
our enemyes saw vs . . return. 2599 Shaks. Much Ado n. 
iii. 220 If he do not doat on her vpon this, I wil neuer trust 
my expectation. 1603 Daniel Panegyr. King Ixi, Where 
mens expectations intertaine Hopes of more good. 1736 
Butler Anal. Introd. Wks. 1874 I. 2 Our expectations that 
others will act so and so in such circumstances. 2767 Gooch 
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Treat. Wounds T. 404 Nature, assisted by art, perfected a 
cure beyond expectation. 279a Anecd. W. Pitt III. xliv. 
205 Is it . . within the utmost stretch of the most sanguine 
expectation, that [etc.]. 1851 Robertson Serm. Ser.iv. iii. 
(18631 1. 22 Their attitudeofExpectation — they were waiting 
for the coming; of the Lord. 1874 Green Short Hist. vi. 
301 No accession ever excited higher expectations among, 
a people than that of Henry the Eighth. 

b. The looking for something as one’s due 
(cf. Expect 5 b) ; in pi. what one looks for or 
requires one’s (mental) demands. 

1655 in Hie kolas Pap . ( 1892) 1 1. 225 Though those princes 
be punctual! in their expectations of compliments of that 
nature. 

c. Supposition with regard to what is present 
or past. Cf. Expect v. 6. 

2793 T. Jefferson Writ. (xS?g) III. 548 The expectation 
that you are always from home prevents my writing to 
you, 2822 M us. E. N ath an Langreath 1 1 1. 88 A fond ex- 
pectation that the Duke had come in search of her. 

3. The state or condition of expecting or mentally 
looking for something ; the mental attitude of one 
who expects ; expectancy. Formerly occas. m pi. 

1538 Starkey England 1. i. 24 In such expectatyon they 
spend theyr lyfe. 2653 Walton Angler i. ix, I am now 
become so full of expectation, that, etc. 1659 B. Harris 
Parival’s Iron Age 189 And yet was he degraded before 
his death, and in hourly expectation of the Hangman. 2667 
Milton A A. x. 782^0 fear of worse.. would torment me 
With cruel expectation. 1745 Fortunate Orphan 23s She 
is in the highest Expectations. 1772 Priestley Inst. Relig. 
(1782) II. 99 Expectation begins to awake in the infant 
mind. 1827 Pollok Course T. ix. Upon the tiptoe raised 
of expectation. 1864 Spectator 454 Influences . . that sub- 
stitute the flutter of expectation for hope. 

4. Ground or warrant for expecting; the condi- 
tion of being likely, or entitled, to receive or ex- 
perience something in the future. 

2622 Bible Ps. lxii. 5 Mysoule wait thou onely vpon God ; 
for my expectation is from him. 1708 Attekbury Serm. on 
/ob xxii. (1723) II. 198 To whom can we betake our selves 
with greater Expectations to succeed in our Addresses ? 

b. pi. Prospects of inheritance or of profiting by 
testament. 

2669 Lady Ciiaworth in 12 th Rep. Hist. MSS. Comm . 
App. v. 11 Lord Huntingtons marriage is as good as con- 
cluded with Sir James Langhams daughter, who gives 
20,000 1 , downe, besides expectations. 1777 Sheridan Sch. 
Scandal m. iii, I have a rich old uncle, .from whom I have 
the greatest expectations. 1837 Lytton E. Maltrav. 45 
O yes ; I have what are called expectations. 1861 Dickens 
{title , Great Expectations. 

fc. =- Expectativb B. 2 . Ohs. rare— 1 . 

1536 Latimer in 27 Serm. (1562) 9 b, Some brought forth 
Canonizations, some Expectations, some pluralities and 
vnions. 

5. The state or condition of being expected; only 
in phrase in expectation. 

1657 J- Smith Myst. Rhet. 252 Desire . . is a strange 
coun trey, .where corn is still in grassland birds alwayes 
in -the shell’, .all is there only in expectation, 1785 Reid 
Int. Powers n. xx. 271 Belief of good or ill either present 
or in expectation. 2832 Webster s.v., A sum of money 
in expectation, when an event happens, has a determinate 
value before that event happens. 

1 0. Of {great, etc.) expectation ; affording ground 
for favourable anticipations ; promising. Obs. 

a 1586 Sidney A rcadiau xii. (1590) 51b You, borne so great 
a Prince, and of so rare, not onely expectation, but proofe. 
2605 Verstegan Dec. Int ell. viii, 11628) 246 The worthiest 
names, were to bee giuen to such as were of worthiest expect- 
ation. 1788 Lond. Mag. 423 He was so bred, .and was of 
such expectation, that he looked like a miracle of a man. 

7. That which is expected; the object of ex- 
pectance ; a thing expected or looked forward to. 

2596 Shaks. i Hen . IV, iii. ii. 36 The hope and expecta- 
tion of thy time Is ruin’d. 2667 Milton P. L. xii. 379, I 
understand Why our great expectation should be call’d The 
seed of Woman. 

8 . The degree of probability of the occurrence 
of any contingent event. 

2832 Webster s.v., If the chances of receiving or not re- 
ceiving a hundred dollars, .are equal ; then . . the expecta- 
tion is worth half the money. 1838 De Morgan Ess. 
Probab. v. (1841) 97 The balance is the average required, 
and is known by the name of the mathematical expectation. 
1848 Wharton Law Lex., Expectation , in the doctrine of 
chances, is applied to any contingent event, upon the hap- 
pening of which some benefit is expected. Ibid., The value 
of the expectation is. .£5. 

b. Expectation of life : (see quots.) 

2725 De Moivre Ess. Annuities, The expectation of life 
is that duration which may be justly expected from a life of 
a given age. 1796 Hutton Math. Diet., Expectation of 
Life is the . . number of years of life, which a person of a 
given age may, upon an equality of chance, expect to enjoy. 
1846 M c Culloch Acc. Brit. Empire (1854) I. 420 The ex- 
pectation of life among the government annuitants. 
Expectative (ekspe*ktativ), a. and sb. [ad. 
late L. ex{s'pectdtivus, f, exifspeetdre to Expect.] 
1. Of or pertaining to expectation. 

a. Canon law. Reversionary ; of or pertaining 
to the reversion of benefices, etc. Expedatvve 
grace : a mandate given by the pope or king con- 
ferring the expectation or right of succession to 
a benefice. . 

2488 Sc. Acts fas. TV (1814) 210 Quhat tym.it be declarit 
that ony persone or personis be gracis expectativis {printed 
1 expectavis] acceptis or purchessis ony beneficez [etc.]. 2560 
! Daus tr. Sleidane's Comm. 366 a, Bishops of Rome, .by re- 
I seruations and graces expectatiue . . haue deriued all the 
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gaine to Rome. 1619 T. Mason Christ's Viet. 148 Expect- 
ance Aduousons are graunted without number. 1751 
"Chambers CycL, Expect at he Canons were such as did not 
officiate in the Canonries to which they belonged. Mid., 
In France . . the right of conferring expectative graces, is 
looked on as one of the regalia. 1769 Robertson Chas. V, 
II. 11. 112 Expectative graces, .were brought into use. 

+ b. gen* Of prospective eriect. Ohs. 

1630 S. WARD in Ussker's Lett. (1686) 440 Ablution of 
infants from original sin is only conditional and expectative. 
1653 H. Whistler Upshot Inf. Baptism 17 The Covenant of 
baptism holding out such expectative grace of Repentance. 

2. Characterized by waiting for events; = Ex- 
pectant A. 1 , 1 b. 

26x2 Cotgr., Expect atif -he, expectative. 1689 G. Har- 
vey Curing Dis. by Expect . xxiii. 206 To give you an in- 
stance of its expectative mode of curing. 1847 in Craig. 
1870 Daily News n Oct., ‘We are preserving ’, they say, 

‘ a dignified expectative attitude*. 

; . B. sb. 

f 1. Something in expectation ; an expectancy ; 
» Expectation 6. Ohs. 

a 1528 Skelton I mageH ypocr. Wks. II. 343 His expeeta- 
tives Many a man unthrives. 2618 Wotton Let. in Relig. 
Wotton . (1672) 486, I am abundantly satisfied in some Ex- 
pectatives. a 1631 Donne Serm. xii. 119 Though Blessed- 
nesse seem to be but an Expectative, a reversion reserved 
to the next Life. 1758 Chrsterf. Lett. IV. 137 He is young 
enough to forgive and to be forgiven the possession and the 
expectative at least for some years. 

2. = Expectative grace (see A. 1 ). 

1363787 Foxe A. <5* M. (159 6) 4 /x The . , reservations, ex- 
pectatives, and (such other proceedings of the popes pre- 
tended jurisdiction. 2616 N. Brent tr . Sarpis Hist. Coutic. 
Trent (1676) 714 Expectatives . . did make the incumbents 
death to be desired. 1725 tr. Dupin' s Pled Hist. ijihC. 
I. 11. iii. 47 The Council of Basle . . abolish’d the Expecta- 
tives.. and all the other exactions of the Court of Home. 
x8x8 Hallam Mid. Ages (1872') II. 213 Gregory IX pre- 
tended to act generously in limiting himself to a single ex- 
pectative. 1838 Prescott Ferd. $ Is. II. 475 Ximenes 
obtained a papal bull, or expectative, preferring him to the 
first benefice, .which should become vacant. 

Expected (ekspe-kted), ppl. a. [f. Expect v. 
+ -ED 1 .] Looked for, anticipated. 

1586 A. Day Eng. Secretary u. (1625) 28 You would ac- 
cording to your honourable promises have done me an ex- 
pected good. 1664 H. More Myst. I nig. 109 That expected 
eminent false prophet who does antichristianly oppose him- 
self against the Spirit of truth. 17x2 Pope Messiah 21 Swift 
fly the years, and rise th’expected morn! 1828 Scorr F. 
M. Perth xix, Busied with things about the expected com- 
bat. 1875 Jowett Plato (ed. 2) I. 101 Fear is not of the 
present, .but is of future and expected evil. Mod. The mod. 
English give is irregular ; the expected form would be yeve. 

Hence Expe’ctedly adv., in the manner ex- 
pected, according to expectation ; cf. unexpectedly . 

1758 H. Walpole Let. H. Mann 31 May, Lord Mans- 
field, .unexpectedly is supported by the late Chancellor., 
and very expectedly by Mr. Fox. 

Expecter (ekspe’ktsjt). Also 6-8 expector. 
[f. as prec. + -er 3 .] 

1. One who expects (in senses of vb.) ; one who 
looks for a person or thing to arrive. 

1584 R. Parsons Copy of Letter 107 Wher she is like by 
nature to out-liue the expector. 1610 Healey St, Aug, Citie 
of God 723 Hee [Christ] must .he desired of the expecters. 
1670 Eachard Cont. Clergy * Pref., I am not. .any expecter 
of a reign of nothing but saints and worthies. 1725 Swift 
Corn. Wks. 1841 II. 575 These are not likely to be great 
expecters [ Wks. ed. 1745 expectors] under your excellency’s 
administration. 1775 in Ash ; whence in mod. Diets. 

2. Name of a religions sect (see quot.) 

1645 Pagitt Heresiogr. (ed. 4) 145 Many have wrangled 
so long about the Church, that at last they have quite lost 
it, and go under the name of Expecters and Seekers. 

Expectible, incorrect f. Expectable. 
Expecting (ekspe-ktiq), vhl. sb. [f. Expect v. 
+ -ING l.] The action of the vb. Expect ; expect- 
ation. Now only gerundial. 

1606 Drumm. of Hawth. Let. Wks. 232 After many re- 
ports and long expecting, the king of Denmark is coming 
hither. 1617 Hieron Wks. II. 296 Sometimes, ’ some vn- 
seasonablenesse of the yeere frustrates his expecting. 
Expe*cting, ppl. a. [f. as prec. + -ING 2 .] 

1. That expects ; expectant. 

^ 17X4SWIFT Pres. St. Ajfairs Wks. 1755 II. 1. 219 That 
impatience which the frailty of human nature gives to ex- 
pecting heirs. 1726 Chetwood Adv. Capt. R. Boyle 80 
The Captain came in with an expecting Face. 1804 Jane 
Austen Watsons (1879) 319 Her little expecting partner. 
1842 G. S. Faber Provinc. Lett. (1844) U- 95 To reside and 
labour in his own expecting Greek Diocese. 

112. catachr. = Expected. Ohs. rare— 1 . 

1621 Lady M. Wroth Urania 496 The Campe they gained 
the night before the expecting time of Combat. 

Hence Expectingly adv., in an expecting man- 
ner or attitude ; expectantly. 

1693 Dryden Juvenal vi, Prepar’d for fight, expectingly 
she lies. 1833 Blacfcw. Mag. XXXIII. 112 The waiter was 
. standing; expectingly. 1838 New Monthly Mag. LI I. 195 
Firmly, yet expectingly, sat the last woman. 1871 Lit. 
World 6 Jan. 1 We thought well enough of Napoleon III. 
to listen expectingly for some word TetcJ. 

t Expe’Ction. Ohs. Also 6 expeccion. [erron. 
f. Expect, after apparent analogy of inspect , in- 
spection .] = Expectation. 

1332 More Confnt. Tindale Wks. 520/1 There is . . nowe 
lefte vs . . a terry ble expeccion and lookyng for of iudge- 
ment. 1568 C. Watson Polyb. 856 Acquiring himself very 
well of the expection which the people conceived of him. 
1640. N abbes Bride B ij/2 Shee makes my patience tyre 
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With so much expection. 1658 W. Burton I tin. Anton. 
Lib bo impatient was his expection. 

Expextive, a. rare, [erroneously f. Expect, 
after apparent analogy of respect , respective : cf. 
prec.] = Expectative. 

x66o R. Coke Power $ Snip. 221 Provisions, Reservations 
iixpective graces, etc. have no place in France. 1882-3 
b chaff EiuycL Relig. Knowl. III. 25591 [Ximenes] visited 
Kome, and returned, .with an expecrive letter from the Pope 
on the archpriestship of Uzeda. 
t Expe*Ctless, a. Obs. rare - 1 . [f. Expect v. 
or sb. •+- -less.] Unexpected, unlooked for. 

1607 Chapman Rev. Brassy D'Ambois 11. Dij b, 124 When 
hee saw mee enter so expectlesse. 

Expector : see Expecter. 

Expectorant (ekspe*ktorant), a. and sb. [ad. 
L. expectorant-em , pr. pple. of expectordre : see 
next. Cf. Fr. expectorant .] 

A. adj, That promotes expectoration. 

1811 A. T. Thomson Loud. Disp. u8i8> 387 Storax is 
stimulant, and in some degree expectorant. 1884 Stan- 
dard 7 Jan. 2/6 He prescribed an expectorant medicine. 

B. sb. An expectorant medicine. 

1782 E. Gray in Med. Comm tin. I. 36 Expectorants seem 
to have been veryseldom given. 1834 J. Forbes Laennec's 
Dis. Chest 229 Expectorants, such as squills, and especially 
antimony. 1875 H. C. Wood 1 'herap. (1879) 5- 2 Expec- 
torants may be arranged under two heads; the nauseant 
or sedative expectorants, and the stimulating expectorants. 

Expectorate (ekspe*ktor^t), V. Also 7 -at. 
[ 1 . L. expect ordt- ppl. stem of expectordre . f. ex- 
(see Ex- pre/P) + pector-, pectus the breast; in 
class. L. only in sense 3 . Cf. Fr. expect or erl\ 

1 1. trans. Of a drug or its action : To clear, 
drive out (phlegm, etc.) from the chest or lungs. 

1601 Holland Pliny xxiv. xvi. As well the one as the 
other, doth expectorat the fieame gathered in the chest. 
1656 Culpepper Eng. Physic. Rnl. 80 The Decoction of the 
Herb [crosswort] in Wine helpeth to expectorate fiegm out 
of the chest. 1678 Salmon Lond. Dispens, 769/1 Green 
Oyntinent. .is given. . to. .expectorate fiegm. 

absol. 2720 T. Fuller Pharrn. Extemp. 121 It [the 
Electuary] v powerfully expectorates. 

2, To eject, discharge (phlegm, etc.) from the 
chest or lungs by coughing, hawking, or spitting. 

1666 G. Harvey M orb. A ng 1. (1672) xxiii, Excrementitious 
humours such as are expectorated by a Cough. 1733 
Arbuthnot Rules of Diet 334 Morbifick Matter is. .expec- 
torated by Coughing. 1846 G. E. Day tr. Simon's A nim. 
Chem. II. 71 Thick clots of mucus are expectorated in 
the morning. 1861 F. H. Ramadge Curab. Consumption 
30 He expectorated blood. 1877 Roberts Handbk. Med. 
(ed. 3) I. 360 Laryngeal tissues may be expectorated. 
fig. 1782 V. Knox Ess. vi, All the venom which a viru- 
lent party could expectorate upon them. 1831 Carlyle 
Sart. Res. <1858)67 Teufelsdrockh had not already expecto- 
rated his antipedagogic spleen, 
b. absol . ; often = to spit. 

1827 Lytton Pelham ii, The men [at Cambridge], .expec- 
torated on the floor. 1882 Quain Diet. Med. s.v. Expecto- 
ration, By teaching the patient * how to expectorate ’ life 
may be prolonged. 

3. fa. To expel from the ‘breast* or mind 
(obs.). b. refi. and intr. for rejl. To ease or re- 
lieve one’s mind. 

1621 S. Ward Life of Faith (ed. 2) vii, Hath it [faith] not 
soueraigne vertue in it to .. expectorate all feares? 1656 
Trapp Comm . Matt, xxiii. 17 The dust of covetousness 
had put out the eyes of these buzzards, and expectorated 
their understandings.^ 1667 Waterhouse Fire Loud. 185, 
I could enlarge in this Subject which is so pleasing to me, 
to expectorate my self by. 1754 H. Walpole Corr. (1837) 
I. 246 Sir George came .. to expectorate with me as he 
called it. 1865 Carlyle Fredk. Gt. xviii. vii, Friedrich 
, .took to verses, by way of expectorating himself. 

Hence Expe'ct orated ppl. a. Expectorating 
vbl. sb. Expectorating ppl a. * Expectorant a. 

1656 Ridgley Prod. P Ay sick 212 Give expectorating 
means. 1732 Arbuthnot Rules of Diet 266 Substances 
expectorating are such as cleanse and open. 1783 S. Chap- 
man in Med. Commun. 1 . 285 From the expectorating 
mixture, he never seemed to receive any benefit. 1809 
Pearson in Phil. Trans. XCIX. 3x9 This expectorated 
substance swims on water. 1845 G. E. Day tr. Simon's A nim . 
Chem. I. 335 Dr. Chiaje, .found the polystoma sanguiculum 
in the expectorated blood of two phthisical patients. 

Expectoration (ekspe:ktor^ -Jan), [f. prec. 
vb. : see -ation.] 

1. The action or process of expectorating ; dis- 
charge of phlegm from the chest by coughing, etc. 

1672 Sir T. Browne Lett. Friend xv. (188x4138 Expecto- 
ration and spitting out. 1793 Beddoes Consumpt. 134 
Even when the expectoration . . goes on favourably. 1826 
Scott Woodst . v, A slight expectoration, just like what one 
makes before beginning a long speech. 1834 J. Forbes 
Laenneds Dis. Chest 84 The varying secretion and expec- 
toration of the pearly sputa. 2860 Emerson Cond. Life , 
Behav. Wks. (Bohn) II. 382 In the pews of the churches 
[are] little placards . . against . . expectoration. 
fig. x8x6 Scott Antiq. xxii, This expectoration of spleen 
was suddenly interrupted. 

2. concr. Expectorated matter ; a quantity of it. 

1817 Med. Jml. XVII. 557 A considerable expectoration 

mixed with blood. 1843 Abdy Water Cure 31 Slimy glu- 
tinous expectoration frequently. 1879 Khorz Princ. Med. 
40 Expectoration may contain mucus, pus, or blood. 

Expectorative (ekspe'ktorativ), a. and sb. 
[f. Expectorate v. : see -ative.] 

A. adj. Of or pertaining td expectoration. 

1883 Grant White Adams in Eng. 125 Leaning against 
the stone, he began an expectorative demonstration. 


33. sb. — Expectorant sb. 

2666 G. Harvey Morb. AngL (1672) xxvi. 64 Syrups or 
other expectoratives. 

Expectorator (ekspedctor^tai). [agent- 11 , f. 
L. expectordre : see Expectorate.] 
f 1. A medicine which promotes expectoration; 
*= Expectorant sb. Obs. 

1671 Salmon Syn. Med. in. xxii. 415 Bitter Vetch . . is an 
Expectorator. 1720 T. Fuller Pharm. Extemp, 278 There 
are no such Things as Expectorators. .except Volatiles and 
Balsainics. 

2. One who expectorates or spits; in quot.y^. 

1835 Blackw. Mag. XXXVII. 112 Volumes of the slaver 
[ — spittle] . . lettered with the name of the expectorator on 
the outside. 

33xpe*ctoratory- nonce-wd, A place for ex- 
pectorating ; a spitting-place. 

1836 Blackw. Mag. XXXIX. 357 The expectoratory (we 
mean the principal cabin) of a handsome American packet. 

Expede (ekspf-d), V. Sc. Also 7 expeed. 
Pa. pple. 6 expeid, 7 exped, 7 -S expede. [ad. 
L. expedtre : see Expedite v.) 

f L rejl To get (oneself) out of a difficulty ; to 
extricate ; — Expedite i b. Obs. 

2645 Rutherford Try al <$• Tri. Faith (1845) 243 They 
shall never expede themselves, 
f 2. trans. To get out of band ; to accomplish, 
complete, dispatch. Cf. Expedite 2 and 3 . Obs. 

1513-75 Diurn. Occurr. (Bannatyne Club) 281 Lord Sanct- 
johne. . obtenit litill or nathing of his errands expeid. 2560-1 
Bk. Discipl. Ck. Scot. (2621) 10 That the matter may be the 
better 8c sooner exped. a 2657 Sir J. Balfour A tm. Scot. 
(1824-5) II. 148 The assessor to expeed all bussines the 
second weeke. 1716 Wodrow Corr. { 1843) H. 145, I shall 
omit other things of my. .studies till I get that expede. 

3. To send out, issue officially (a document) ; 
= Expedite 4 . To expede letters (Scots Law) : 
‘ to write out the principal writ, and get it sig- 
neted, sealed, or otherwise completed’ (W. Bell 
Diet. Law Scot. 1861 ). 

1600 Sc. Acts fas. VI (1816) 219 That the said Infeftment 
be expede in dew forme, a 1651 Calderwood Hist. Kirk 
(1843) II. 495 Als sufficient as if the samine were expede by 
the Generali Assemblie of the kirk. 1679 Burnet Hist. Ref. 
I. ii, His Bulls were expeded at Rome. 1687 A, Lovell 
tr. Bergerac's Comical Hist, n. 136 My Pass-ports then 
were expeded. 1752 J. Louth i an Form of Process ted. 2) 
218 After the Letters are expede, the private Party employs 
a Macer or Messenger to execute the same. 1827 in Law 
Times Rep. L. 708/2 Executors, .with power, .to. .expede 
confirmations, 1884 Law Times 8_ Mar. 345/2 A Scotch 
notary public will expede a notarial instrument. 

f4. To hasten (a person); to dispatch with all 
speed. Obs. rare . 

2600 in Pitcairn Crzm. Trials Scot. II. 286 , 1 man intreit 
yowr lo[rdship] to expede Bowr. 

Hence Expe*ding vbl. sb. 

1595 in Spottiswood Hist. Ck. Scot. vi. (1677/ 413 The 
expeding of Signatures. 2678 Trans. Crt. Spain 11. 9 The 
expeeding of Penaltas Commissions. 

T Expe*diate, a. Obs. [f. Fr. expedie, pa. pple. 
of expedier, ad. med.L. expedidre (=-L. expedlre) : 
see Expede and -ate 2 .] Expeditious. 

2658 Evelyn Fr. Card. (1672) 62 This way., is more 
prompt and expediate. 

[Expediate, v. : see List of Spurious Words."] 
Expedience (ekspj’diens). [a. Fr. expedience , 
f. expedient : see Expedient.] 

* 1 * 1. a. Haste, speed, dispatch, b. That which 
requires speed ; an enterprise, expedition. Obs . 

a. 1593 Shaks. Rich. II, 11. 1. 287 Eight tall ships, three 
thousand men of warre Are making hither with all due ex- 
pedience. 1599 — Hen. V, iv. in. 70 The French . . will 
with all expedience charge on vs. 

b. 1596 Shaks. i Hen. IV, 1. i. 33 In forwarding this 
deere expedience. 1606 — Ant. $ CL I. ii. 285, I shall 
breake The cause of our Expedience to the Queene. 

2. « Expediency i. t Obs. 

1629 W. Sclater Exp. 2 Thess. (2630) 577 Those expedi- 
ences, which the Lord hath reuealed himselfe willing to 
make knowne. 1638 Chillincw. Relig. Proi . 1. vi. § 50 
The lawfulnesse and expedience of Latme Service, a 1714 
Sharp Serm. vii. (1754I I. 184 The expedience of actions; 
that is to say, whether it be best and fittest for a man to 
do them or no. 1782 Cowper Let, Johnson 27 Nov., I have 
doubts about the expedience of mentioning the subject on 
which that paragraph is written. 2804 Wellington in Owen 
Disp. 432 The expedience of admitting the Peishwa to a 
participation in our late conquests. 

3. = Expediency 2 . pi. Interested motives or 
considerations. 

1608 Bp. Hall Char. Virtues 4 V. 1. 13 Justice is his [the 
honest man’s] first guide, the second law of his actions is 
expedience. 2796 Morse Amer. Geog. I. 253 Expedience 
may operate to. continue the privilege. 2834 J . H. N ewman 
Par. Serm. (2837)!. xxiv. 365 They have sacrificed Truth to 
expedience. 2848 Lytton Harold vi. v, Expediences began 
to dim to his conscience the healthful loveliness of truth. 

Expediency (eksprdiensi). Also 7 expe- 
deucy, [f. Expedient : see -ency.] 

1. The quality or state of being expedient ; suit- 
ability to the circumstances or conditions of the 
case ; fitness, advantage ; + an advantage. 

%6xz Brinsley Lud. Lit. xxviii. (1627) 281 Though some 
good Schoolemasters doe doubt of the expediency. 266* 
Grand Debate 10 Those who are unsatisfied concerning 
their lawfulness, or expedency. a 2677 Barrow Serm. 
xxxii. (1741) IL 333 From a wise consideration of humane 
affairs.. we may collect the.. expediency, the,. necessity of 


EXPEDIENT. 


426 


EXPEDITE. 


a future judgment. _ x68o H. Dodwei.l 2 Lett. ( 1691) C j b, 
Many other expediencies hereof [of this Compendium] 
might have been mentioned. 1741 Middleton Cicero II. 
ix. 309 In some perplexity *. about the expediency of the 
voyage. 3879 Cassell's Techn . Educ. m. 194/2 It is not a 
question of expediency, it is a question of sheer necessity, 

fb, cotter. - Expedient B. 2 . Oh. 

1683 Barnard Life Heylin 117 He proposed a most ex- 
cellent expediency. , for the satisfaction of some scrupulous 
members. 

2. The consideration of what is expedient, as a 
motive or rule of action ; ‘ policy \ prudential con- 
siderations as distinguished from those of morality 
or justice. In mod. use often in a bad sense, the 
consideration of what is merely politic (esp. with 
regard to self-interest) to the neglect of what is 
just or right. 

161275 Bp. Hall Contempt. N. T. 1. i, Matters of good 
order in holy affairs may be ruled, .according to reason and 
expediency. 1754 Chatham Lett. Nephew vi. 43 Matters 
of mere expediency, that affect neither honor, morality, or re- 
ligion, 178 6 Burke W. Hastings Wks. 1842 II. 168 Warren 
Hastings did act,, contrary to his own declared sense of 
expediency, ^consistency, and justice. 1815 Jane Austen 
Emma 1. xviii, 126 Following his duty instead of consulting 
expediency. 1828 D’Israeli Chas. /, II. ix. 230 Where 
political expediency seems to violate all moral right. 186a 
Ruskin Unto this Last 8 For no human actions ever were 
intended , . to be guided by balances of expediency. 1875 
Jowett Plato (ed. 2) III. 156 The right of private pro- 
perty is based on expediency. 

b. occas. in pi. Motives of expediency ; the re- 
quirements of expediency. 

1843 Carlyle Past $ Pr. (1858^ 139 Looming with shapes 
of expediencies. 1859 Mill Liberty i. 25 These reasons 
must arise from the special expediencies of the case. 

3, Comb. 

3853 G. S. Faber Revival Fr. Emp. 54 Even those wise 
men of this world, our liberalising Expediency-Mongers, 
have been constrained to admit, etc. 

Expedient (eksprdient), a. and sb. Forms : 
5 exspedyent, 5-6 expedyent(e, 6 expedient e, 
(expedien), 4 - expedient, [a. Fr. expedient, ad. 
L. expedient- etn, pr. pple. of expedire : see Expe- 
dite v. In sense 2 the modern adjective follows 
the sense of the L. verb ‘to forward matters, be 
helpful or serviceable’, a development from the 
sense represented by Expedite v. 2 .] 

A. adj. 

I. 'fl. Hasty, ‘expeditious’, speedy. Also, 
of a march : Direct. Obs. Cf. Expedite a. 4 . 

c 1485 Digby Myst. (1882) nr. 817 In ower weyys we be 
expedyent. 1593 Shaks. Rich. If, 1. iv. 39 Expedient 
manage must be made my Liege. 1594 — Rich. Ill , 1. ii. 
2*7, I will with all expedient duty see you. 1595 — John 
m. i. 60 His marches are expedient to this towne. 

+ b. quasi-tmfo. Nimbly, skilfully. Obs. 

3509 Hawes Past. Pleas, xvi. ii, Musyke, the lady excel- 
lent, Played on base organs expedient. 

II. 2. Conducive to advantage in general, or 
to a definite purpose ; fit, proper, or suitable to the 
circumstances of the case. Const, jfrr, t to. 

a. as pred. or complement , often with subj. it, 
and followed by infinitive phrase or noun-sentence. 

1398 Treivisa Barth. De P. R. xix. xxi. (1495] 876 It is 
not expedient . . to reherse alle the causes of wanne colour. 
c 1430 Lydg. Bochas in. xii. (1554) 85a, To their noblesse.. 
Nothing in earth was more expedient. ^ 1519 Interl. Four 
Elem. in Hazl. JDodsley I. 17 Those things to know for me 
be full expedient. 1548-9 i Mar. )Bk. Com. Prayer , Offices 1 
It is expediente that Baptisme be ministred in the Englishe 
tounge. 1586 Cogan Haven Health cxili. (1636) 1 14 [Po- 
megranates] that are soure bee more expedient and whole- 
some. _ 1651 Hobbes Leviath. 11. xvii. 86 What he thinks 
expedient for the common benefit. 1659 B. Harris Pari- 
vaPs Iron Age 2x7 That nothing could be more expedient 
to the safety of the common-wealth, than to bring him to 
the Bar of Justice. 1793 T. Jefferson Writ. (1859) IV. 29 
The President thought it expedient ... to remind our fellow- 
citizens that we were in a state of peace. 1799 Beddoes 
Contrib. Phys. 4 Med. Knos.ul. 277 These, if not necessary 
to the existence of vegetables, may be expedient to their 
flourishing state, 1841 Myers Cath. Th. m. xlii 160 
Alterations . . become expedient from time to time. 1845 
M' Culloch Taxation ii. vi. (1852) 277 It may .. be expe- 
dient..that roads should be constructed. 

b. qualifying a sb. 

*643 Milton Divorce Pref. (1851) 18 An expedient liberty 
and truth. 1676-7 Marvell Corr. Wks. 1872-5 II. 531 To 
propound some expedient proposalls. 1806 W. Taylor in 
Ann. Rev. IV. 885 The most expedient settlements for a 
trading country. 1841 Catlin N. Amer. Ind. (1844) I. 
xviii. 127 The most expedient measures. 1891 F. Hall in 
Nation (N. Y.) LIII. 447/3 Its [the word gotten] expedient 
disappearance from Matthew xL 

3. In depreciative sense, ‘ useful * or f politic * as 
opposed to ‘just 1 or ‘ right’. Often absol. 

1774 Goldsm. Ret at . 40 Too fond of the right to pursue 
the expedient. 1861 Mill Utilit. ii. 32 The expedient, in 
the sense in which it is opposed to the Right, generally 
means that which is expedient for the particular interest 
of the agent himself. 

4. Studious of ‘ expediency’. 

1828 L. Hunt Byron <$• Contemp. I. 304 Triflers with 
then hourly word for gain ; expedient statesmen. 

B. sb. 

1 1- Something that helps forward, or that con- 
duces to an object: a means to an end. Obs. rare. 

*^5 ? WLE Occas. Reft, iv. viii. (1675) 2x8 Employing the 
Methods and Expedients afforded us by Reason. s66y 


Decay Chr. Piety vii. 150 God .. does not project for our 
sorrow, hut our innocence ; and would never have invited 
us to the one, but as an expedient to the other. 

fb. A medium or means of reconciliation. Obs. 

a 16 6z Fuller Worthies (1840) I. 340, I know not. ho.w 
to reconcile this rhyme with another which I meet with. in 
the same author . . But, in order of an expedient betwixt 
them, etc. . Ibid. II. 1 The earth .. may pass for an expe- 
dient betwixt pleasure and profit. 

2. A contrivance or device adopted for attaining 
an end ; a resource, ‘ shift 

1653 H. Cogan tr. Pinto's Trav. iv. 9 As for us seven 
Portugals . . we could find out no better expedient to save 
our lives, then to return. 1674 Brevint Saul at Endor 
xi. 240 Finding out expedients . , for shifting from one to 
another all personal Punishments. 1719 London & Wise 
Compl. Card. iv. 325 By the same expedient of Hotbeds 
we may also raise in. .cold Weather, little Sallads. .1782 
Priestley Corrupt. Chr. I. 1. 37 The wretched expedients 
to which the orthodox.. had recourse. 1874 Green Short 
Hist. vi. 328 When every expedient had been exhausted by 
Norfolk. .Cromwell came again to the front. 

3. Comb, expedient-monger . 

1656 Harrington Oceana 11700' 134 Their Counsillors . . 
are expedientmongers. a 1745 Swift (Jod.), Expedient- 
mongers shake their heads. 

Hence Expe dientness, fitness, convenientness. 

1730-6 in Bailey (folio). 1775 in Ash. 

Expediential (ekspe.*dije*njal), a. [f. as if L. 
*expedienlia Expediency + -al.] Of, pertaining 
to, or having regard to what is expedient. 

1850 Kingsley Raleigh Misc. I. 65 A worldly expedien- 
tial letter, appealing, to low motives, a 1855 Hare in F. 
Hall Mod. Eng. viii. 316 note. An expediential policy. 
1890 Sat. Rev. 12 Apr, 434/1 The expediential issues in- 
volved in the Home Rule question. 

Hence Expediemtially adv., in an expediential 
manner, as a matter of expediency. 

1873 F. Hall Mod. Eng. 39 We should never deviate, 
save expedientially, from established usage. 

Expe'diently, adv. [f. Expedient +• -ly.] 

1. As is expedient ; suitably, conveniently. 

1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. xrx. cxlvi. (1405) 948 Ex- 
spedyently to adde and put more therto. 1526 Pilgr. Per/. 
(W. de W. 1531) 123 This gyfte of goostly scyence may do 
the same . . more expedyently for mannes soule. 1804 W. 
Taylor in Ann. Rev. II. 258 The office of the philosopher 
may expediently be separated from that of the historian. 

f 2. Expeditiously, promptly; out of hand. Obs. 

1600 Shaks. A. Y. L. in. i. 18 Do this expediently. 

Expediment (ekspe'diment). [ad. med.L. ex- 
pediment-um (sense 2 j, f. expedire : see Expedite.] 

f 1. A means of getting out of a difficulty; an 
expedient. Obs. 

1547-64 Bauldwin Mot. Philos. (Palfr.) in. iii. When 
they be chafed in reasoning . . solutions . . similitudes, and 
expediments, doe.. flow vnto their remembrance, /z 1677 
Barrow Serm. (1686) III. ix. 106 A like expediment to re- 
move discontent is good company. 

2. ‘The whole of a person’s goods and chattels, 
bag and baggage’ (Wharton Law Lex . 1848 ). 

t Expe*dit. Obs. [ad. late L. expeditus (wstem), 
f. expedire : see Expedite vi] An expedition. 

1613 Daniel Coll. Hist. Eng. 167 [The King’s Coffers] 
must bee emptied in Scotland, whither agayne . . he makes 
his third expedit. 

Expeditable (ekspe-ditab’l), a. rare. [f. Ex- 
pedite v. + -able.] (See quot ) 

1820-7 Bentham Wks. (1843) H. 84 By expeditable under- 
stand capable of being terminated, etc. 

t Expe’ditate, pple.— 1 Obs. [ad. med.L. ex- 
pedit at mi] In early use as pa. pple. of next. 

Expeditate (ekspe-dit^t), v. Hist. [f. med.L. 
expeaitat- ppl. stem of expeditdre, f. ex- (see Ex- 
preff) + ped-em foot : on analogy of med.L. ex - 
capitare . ] irons. To cut off from (a dog) three 
claws or the ball of the forefoot ; to law. 

1502 Chart. Forests In Arnolde Chron. (18x1) 209 He of 
whom thehounde were not expeditate. 1594 Crompton Ju- 
risdiction 152 Expeditate , that is to saye, haue the balles 
of their feete cutt out. 1679 Blount Anc. Tenures 91 The 
Amerciaments for expeditating Dogs. 2866 Chamb. Jrnl. 
XXVIII. 261 The Court of Regards was held, .for the pur- 
pose of lawing or expeditating mastiffs. 

Hence Exp&-ditated//>/.&. Dxpe'ditatingz^/.^. 

1598 Manwood Lawes Forest xvi. § 8 (16x5) 1x5/1 Such ex- 
peditating of mastiues shal be done according to the Assises. 
16x0 W. Folkingham Art of Survey hi. iv. 71 Foote-geld 
implies a Priuiledge to keepe Dogges within the Forrest 
not expeditated. 1751 Chambers Cycl. s. v. Expeditation, 
Every one that keeps a great dog not expeditated, forfeits 
three shillings and four pence to the king. 

Expedita’tion. Hist. Also 6 expeditacion. 
[ad. med.L. expeditdtion-em , n. of action f, ex- 
peditdjx: see Expeditate.] The action of ‘ ex- 
peditating ’ or * lawing ’ a dog. 

150a Chart. Forests in Arnolde Chron. (18x1)209 Fro hens- 
forth be ther noo one taken for expeditacion of houndis. 
ccs. 693 Ashmole Aniiq. Berks. ( 1719) II. 425 The king 

f ranted to him . . Freedom from Expectation of Dogs. 1768 
1 lack stone Comm. III. 72 The Court of regard, .holden. . 
for the lawing or expeditauon of mastiffs. 2885 M. Collins 
in Eng. IllusL Mag. 586/x These permitted dogs had to 
suffer expeditation. 

t E’xpedite, a. Obs. Also 5 -dyte, 7 -dit. 
[ad. L. expedlt-us t pa. pple. of expedire : see next.] 
L Of a place, road, way : Clear of obstacles or 
impediments, unimpeded ; free from difficulties. 


2581 Styward Mart. Discipl. ii.jiS Descending from high 
and hillie places, .to places expedite and open. 1581 Savilb 
Tacitus’ Agric. (1622) 197 All things to follow in an easie 
and expedite course, a 1677 Barrow Serm. (1686) III, xix. 
216 To the one the way is rough and thorny, to the other 
beaten and expedite, a 1694 Tillotson Serm. xi. (1743) I. 
260 It being so short and expedite a way for the ending of 
controversies. 

Jig. 1654 Jer. Taylor Real Pres. 174 Is there in the 
world any thing more certain and expedite then that what 
you see. .should be judged to be that which you see. 

b. Of an action or motion : Unrestricted, un- 
embarrassed ; easy, free. 

1578 Banister Hist. Man 11. 40 The expedite mouyng 
of the armes procured thereby. 1677 Cary Chronology n. 
11. i. ii. 190 The Exposition of that place being to me easie* 
expedite, and literal. 1691 Ray Creation n. (1704' 327 The 
Provision that is made for the easie and expedite Motion of 
them [the bones]. 

2. Of soldiers, etc. (after L. use) : Lightly 
equipped, prepared for moving quickly. 

1609 Holland Amnt. Marcell xxi. ii. 169 The most expe- 
dite and lightest appointed companies of his auxiliarie 
forces. 1622 Bacon Hen. VII, 182 Hee sent the Lord 
Chamberlain with expedite Forces to speed to Execester. 
1628 Hobbes Thncyd.{i%22\ 126 Eleven days journey for an 
expedite footman. 2737 Whiston Josephus' Antiq, Dissert, 
m. xi, With them cohorts that were expedite and nimble. 
1792 Burke Pres. State Affairs Wks. 1842 I. 584 To sup- 
port the expedite body in case of misadventure. 

b. Unencumbered, free to move, active, nimble. 

16x2 T. Taylor Comm. Titus i. 6 The Iewes.,tuck up 
their long garments to make them more expedite and free 
to a journey or busines. 1748 Hartley Observ. Man 1. j. 
§2. 84 Death may.. render us more expedite in the Pursuit 
of our true End. 1794 Burke Petit. Unit. Wks. 1842 II. 
478 A smaller number more expedite, awakened .. cour- 
ageous. 

3. a. Of persons: Ready for action; prompt, 
alert, ready. 

1603 Bp. Barlow Conf. Hampton Crt. in Phenix 1 . 148 The 
king, .in points of Divinity shewed himself so expedite and 
perfect. 1641 ‘Smectymnuus’ Ansov. xii. (1653) 47 The 
Arians were very expedite in worldly affaires. 2692 South 
Serm. (1697) I. 59 His faculties were quick and expedite. 

b. Of contrivances, instruments, etc. : Ready for 
immediate use, conveniently serviceable, handy. 

1609 Holland Amm. Marcell. xvn. iv. 84 Nowadaies a 
certame set and expedite number of letters, .declareth what- 
soever mans mind is able to conceive. 1638 Chillingw. Re tig. 
Prot. 1. Pref. § 11 Jf she once had this power, .expedite and 
ready for use. 1662 Stilungfl. Orig. Sacr. 1. vi. § 8 The 
square letters are less operose, more expedite and facile. 
1702 C. Mather Magn. Chr. m. n. xv. (1852) 429 Several 
other contrivances made the whole more expedite for the use 
of them that consulted it. 1792 W. Roberts Looker-on 
(1794) I. 115 Their dress ..he wishes to be rendered as ex- 
pedite as possible. 

4. Of an action or process, a means, remedy, 
etc. : Prompt, speedy, expeditious. 

1545 Raynold Byrth Mankynde (1564) 56 Tokens of an 
expedite and easye deliuerance. 1609 Holland Amm. 
Marcell. xxxi. xvii. 431 Remarkable above the rest, was the 
profitable and expedite service of Julius. 1635 Brathwait 
A read. Pr. 142 A distemper, .requisite to have the expe- 
ditest cure. 1664 Evelyn Pomona Advts. (1720) 8x The 
vast Store of Cherries, .and their expedite Growth, a 1734 
North Exam. in. viii. § 13 This [the writ de nomine re* 
plegiando] . . is . . more effectual and expedite than an 
Habeas Corpus. — Lives II. 392 A wrong determination, 
expedite, is better than a right one, after ten years vexation. 
Hence + E xpeditely adv., f E*xpediteness. 

1360 Becon Jewel of J'W Wks. (Parker Soc.) II. 418 , 1 fear 
lest my servant doeth not his message expeditely. 1681 Grew 
Musaeum i. 19 Nature „. left his.. ears naked, that he may 
turn them more expeditely for the reception of sounds from 
every quarter. *623 in Rushw. Hist. Colt. (1659) I. 134 
With what alacrity, with what expediteness and uniformity 
of heart. 1635 Brathwait Arcad. Pr. u. 89 The expedite- 
nesse of his cure expressed the infinitenesse of his care. 
1684 H. More Ans7v. Remarks Exp. Apocal , , etc. 240 The 
readiness and expediteness of their Ministry. 

Expedite (e*ksp2cteit), V. Pa.pple. 5 expe- 
dyte. [f. L. expedit- ppl. stem of expedire , f. ex- 
(see Ex- pref A ) + ped-em foot. 

The L. word etymologically means ‘ to free (a person's) feet 
from fetters’ (the contrary of impedire : see Impede), hence, 
to free from difficulties, to help forward, to get (a work) out 
of hand, to dispatch, send off, etc.] 
fl. tram. To clear of difficulties; to clear up 
(confusion) ; to facilitate (action or movement) ; to 
disentangle, untie (a knot). Obs. 

1614 Lodge Seneca 1 The Bookesare. .confused in order., 
which a man though circumspect shall hardly expedite. 
1643 Milton Divorce Introd. (1851) 10 To expedite these 
knots were worthy a learned and memorable Synod. 1655 
Fuller Ch. Hist. 11. i. § 9 His [Ethelbert’s] power had 
influence even to Humber, .which afterward much expedited 
the passage of the Gospel in England. 1667 Milton P. L. 
x. 474 A broad way now is pav’d To expedite your glorious 
march. 

fb. rejl. To get (oneself) out of difficulties; 
to extricate, set free. Const, from. Obs. 

162$ W. Sclater Exp. 2 Thess. (1629) 172 Two things I 
commend to euery one desirous herein to expedite himselfe. 
ax66t Fuller Worthies, Exeter 1. 272 This active Gentle- 
man had much adoe to expedite himself, and save his life. 
x68x Glawill S adducismus i. (1726) 85 She knows not how 
tp expedite herself from gross corporeal Phantasms. 

t c. To get (a person) out of the way ; to get rid 
of, dispatch. Obs. 

1678 Trial Coleman 25 Ashby brought . .Treasonable In- 
structions., to expedite the King by Poison. 
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2. To help forward, hasten the progress of. 

a x6i8 Raleigh Mahomet (1637) 62 Which hee doubted 
not would expedite his desires. 1635 Fuller Ch. Hist. 
iv.iii. § 33 w hen a Royal Family is once falling, all things 
conduce to expedite their destruction. 1791 Cowper Odyss 
vii. 275 But expedite ye at the dawn of day My safe return! 
1S28 J. H. Moore Pract. Navig. ted. 20* 40 It will greatly 
expedite the working the proportions. . if. . all the stating 
be first made. 1855 Macaulay Hist. Eng. IV. 550 The 
Speaker . . received from the City a thousand guineas for 
expediting a local bill. 1872 H. Macmillan True Fine iii. 
122 Nature.. expedites the process of flowering and seed- 
ing. , 

b. intr . To push on with speed (in travelling). 

1602 Warner Alb. Eng. xi. lxvi. (1612) 281 And thence, to 
expedite for Ob, his Labours did reuiue. 

3. To perform quickly; to ‘get out of hand’, 
dispatch, accomplish. 

1471 Ripley Comp . Alch.vn. in Ashm. (1652) 169 In few 
words yt wylbe expedyte. 1618 Sir L. Cranfield in Fortesc. 
Papers 6 x, I have signified his Majesties pleasure, .which 
wee will expedite. 1655 Fuller Ch. Hist. 11. iii. § 9 The 
Virgin Mary. . is pretended to have shewed her self . , to Egwin, 
Bishop of Worcester, prompting him to expedite a Structure 
therein. 1698-9 Ludlow Mem. (17511 I. 139 The Earl of 
Ormond, .being willing. .to expedite that service, accepted 
their invitation. 1793 Smeaton Edystone L. § 116 A place 
. . less capable of expediting my orders, c 1850 Lane A rab . 
Nts. (ed. Rtldg.) 550 We will, .expedite her business. 1871 
B. Taylor Faust k 1875) II. iv. i. 235 Such is my wish: 
dare thou to expedite it. 

4. To send out, issue officially (a document, etc.) ; 
to dispatch (a message). Now rare. 

a 1626 Bacon New Atl. iii. {1635) 149 Though such char- 
ters be expedited of course. *648 Evelyn Mem. (1857) III. 
10 A positive answer to be expedited within fifteen days. 
1753 tr. Voltaire's Micromegas 232 All the public acts 
were expedited in that [Norman] language. 1815 Mad. 
D’Arblay Diary (1876) IV. 303 Thither, also, I expedited 
a letter, under cover to the Duke. x8i8 Jas. Mill Brit. 
India I. iii. iii. 527 The instruments of government to be 
expedited. 1852 Mrs. Jameson Leg. Madonna (1857) 47 
When the Bull of Paul V was formally expedited. 

b. transf. To send out (fan army, munitions 
of war) ; to dispatch (a courier), rare. 

1606 Warner A lb. Eng. xvi. ci.398 Hee To expedite against 
Prince Rees an armie did decree. 1694 Luttrell Brief 
Eel. (1857) III. 347 Orders are sent to the Tower to expe- 
dite 10,000 bombs and 10,000 carcasses to the lord Berkly. 
1876 Bancroft Hist. U. S. VI. xli. 246 A Russian courier 
was expedited to Stockholm. 

Hence Expediter, E'xpediting- <vbl. sb. 

1643 T. Case Quarrell of Covenant (1644) 99 Thou hast 
not grace enough.. for the expediting thy self out of the 
next difficulty.^ 1678 Trans. Crt. Spain 169 For the more 
diligent expediting of this, it would be convenient [etc.]. 
1891 Pall Mall G. 20 Oct. 1/3 Expediter of the business 
of the House. 

Expedition, (ekspfdrjan). Forms: 5 expe- 
diccione, expedision, 5-6 expedicion, -ieyon, 
-ycion, -ycyon, -itioxm, 6 - -ition. [ad. L. ex- 
pedition-em , n. of action f. expedire : see Expe- 
dite v. Cf. F. expedition .] 

+ 1. The action of expediting, helping forward 
or accomplishing ; speedy performance or prompt 
execution (of justice, a journey) ; prompt supply 
(of anything"), dispatch. Obs. 

1464 Past an Lett. No. 493 II. 166 The Kyng shall, .shewe 
his good grace and favour in the expedision therof. c ^477 
Caxton Jason 13 If hit plese you ye shal gyue me audience 
and goode expedicion. c 1489 — Blanchardyn xxxiv. (1890) 
127 They retourned wyth-out expedicyon of that wherfore 
they were goon thyder. 1528 in Strype Eccl. Mem. I. xiv. 
108 Any. .thing that might conduce to the furtherance and 
expedition of the cause. 1536 Bellenden CronScot. (1821)!, 
92 The ambassatouris. .returnit but ony expeditioun of thair 
message, 1543-4 Act 3} Hen. VIII , c. 6 §2 For reforma- 
tion wnerof, and for the more expedition of iustice hereafter. 
*543 W. Clebe MS. Addit. 4609 f. 409 in Turner Dorn. 
A rchit. III. 79 Forpuryance and hasty expedition of the 
necessities aforsaide. 1606 G. W[oodcocke] tr. Justin's 
Hist. 65 b, Alexander, .prepared for reuengfull warre..and 
for expedition thereof he desired of Demetryus, etc. 1649 
Answ. Petit. City Oxf in J. Harrington Def. Eights 
Univ. Oxford (1690) 19 There is as quick expedition in our 
courts as m any other courts. 

t b. The condition of being expedited or set in 
motion ; only in phr. in expedition. Obs. 

1599 Shaks. Hen. V, it. ii. 191 Let us deliuer our Puis- 
sance into the hand of God Putting it straight in expedition. 
1667 Marvell Corr. Wks. 1872-5 II, 223 A. Bill against 
Pluralityes is committed. Several other things in expedi- 
tion. . 

2. A sending or setting forth with martial inten- 
tions ; a warlike enterprise. 

1430 Lydg. Chron. Troy 1. viii. headings In this expedi- 
cion towardes Colchos. 1598 Hakluyt Voy. L 59 Not- 
withstanding, he conquered not in that expedition. 166a 
StillinGfl. Orig. Sacr. 1. iv. § it Strabo confesseth as 
much [ignorance] of the Western parts of Europe till the 
Roman expeditions thither. 1724 De Foe Mem, Cavalier 
(1840) 269 This was the best and most successful expedition 
I was in during this war, 1839 Thirlwall Greece VII. 

I viii. 311 Ptolemy, having suppressed an insurrection m 
Cyrepe, made an expedition in person to Cyprus. 

b. A journey, voyage, or excursion made for 
some definite purpose. 

*591 Shaks. Two Gent. 1. iii. 77 You shall be imployd, To 
hasten on his Expedition. 1067 Milton P. L. vii. 193 
Mean while the Son On his great Expedition nowappeer d. 
<*17x6 South Serm. iii. (1737) I. 81 A hard expediuon. .to 
go amongst wolves. 1840 Dickens^ Bam. Eudge via, 
was not a very choice spot for midnight expeditions. *868 


Freeman -Norm. Conq. II. App. 536 This was not the last 
begging expedition of Gervinus to our shore, 

o. concr. A body of persons, also a fleet, etc., sent 
out fur a warlike or other definite purpose. 

1693 Luttrell BriefReL III. 192 A draught is made out 
of the several regiments, .to goe on board the expedition. 
1837 W. Irving Capt. Bonneville I. xx Mr. . . Seton .. had 
accompanied one of the expeditions sent out by Mr. Astor. 
1863 Lyell Antiq. Man 37 M. Girard, of the French ex- 
pedition to Egypt. 2880 W. Cory Mod. Eng. Hist. I. 194 
note. An expedition may consist of a single ship, 
f 4. The action of issuing or sending out official 
documents. Hence concr. the documents sent 
out. Obs. 

*5*3 Bradshaw St. Werburge 1. 2423 Whan they had op- 
tayned perfyte expedycyon Of all theyr bulles. *533-4 Act 
25 Hen. VIII , c. 20 § 3 No person . . shall pay any sommes 
of money, .for expedicion of any . . bulles, breues, or palles. 
1685 F. Spence House Medici 431 Leo did often . , examine 
the expeditions, .presented him to sign. 2706 tv. Dupin' s 
Eccl, Hist. 16th C. II. v. 8 j The Seals, .of the Expeditions 
which he [the Nuncio] had made during his Legation. 

b. gen. after Fr. expedition. The sending forth, 
dispatch (of articles of any kind). 

1796 M. Perregaux in Ld. A ucklands Corr. (1862^ III. 
350 The expedition of the 4 Moniteurs ' to the 8th of May, 

5. The quality of being c expedite ’ ; quick 
movement ; promptness, haste, speed. Also in 
phr. with expedition ; to f make , use, expedition. 

*S 2 9 Wolsey in Four C. Eng. Lett. 10 That expedicion 
he usyd in my persuts. 1590 Marlowe and Pi. Tamburl. 
iv. iii, To Babylon, Whither we next make expedition. 
1591 Shaks. Two Gent. i. iii. 37 Even with the speediest 
expedition I will despatch him to the Emperors Court. 
1671 Milton Samson 1283 With winged expedition, Swift 
as the lightning glance. 1701 Penn in Pa. Hist. Soc. Mem. 
IX. 54 With all possible vigilance and expedition. 1747 
Col.' Rec. Pennsylv. V. 77 He was told to use all the Ex- 

? edition Possible, 1815 T. Jefferson Writ. (1830) IV. 265 
low can expedition be expected from a body which we have 
saddled with an hundred lawyers, 
b. Readiness. 

*579 Fenton Guicciard. (1618) 4 In Alexander, .was a sub- 
tiltie, sharpnesse and expedition of wit most singular. 

6 . Rhet . (See quots.) 

[1586 A. Day Eng. Secretary 11. (1625'i 98 Expeditio. . when 
many reasons of averment being numbred together, we 
make a confutation of them, each one in particular. 2589 
Puttenham Eng. Poesie lit. xix. (Arb.) 241 Expeditio, or 
the speedie dispatcher.] 1657 J- Smith Myst. Rhet. 250 
Expedition is a figure when many parts or reasons of an 
argument being enumerated and touched, all are destroyed, 
save that only upon which the speaker intends to conclude, 
stand to, and rest upon. 

7. Comb, expedition-fee, -money, a fee or 
money paid for hastening the performance of any 
work ; expedition-squadron . 

1672 Wycherley Loz>e in Wood iv. ii, If you will not let 
me make an end on’t, I shall lose my expedition-fee. 1694 
Luttrell Brief ReL (1857) HI. 366 Sir Clowdesly Shovell, 
with the expedition squadron, sailed out of the Downs. 
1725 Berkeley Let. 12 June Wks. IV. 1x2 The Charter., 
hath cost me 130 pounds, .besides expedition-money to men 
in office, 1794 Burke Sp. agst. W. Hastings Wks. XV. 
41, 1 next inquired what expedition-money might have been 
given. x866 Daily Tel. 20 Jan. 4 /x He claimed a sum of 
about £ 26,000 for expedition money. 

t Expedrtional, a. Obs. rare-f. [f. prec. + 
-AL.] Of or pertaining to an expedition. 

c x6ox W. Watson Decacordon (1602) 234 In that exploit 
expeditionall against England intended. 

Expeditionary, a. {sb.) [f. as prec. + -art.] 
A. adj. Of or pertaining to an expedition ; sent 
on an expedition. 

1817 Blackw. Mag. I. 201 The expeditionary troops de- 
stined to act against South America were reviewed. 1859 
Thackeray Virgin, xii. 06 The northward track which the 
expeditionary army had hewed out for itself. 1871 Proctor 
Light Sc. 104 Inviting them, in the name of the American 
expeditionary parties, to accept this much needed assistance. 

f B. sb. An officer who took care of dispatches 
at the Pope’s court. Obs. 

1706 in Phillips (ed. Kersey). 2722-1800 in Bailey. 

t Expedrtioner. Obs. rare— 1 , [f. as prec. + 
-ER !.] One engaged in an expedition. 

1758 Bp. Warburton Lett. (1809) 266 The Cherbourg ex- 
peditioners being twice drove in hither by contrary winds. 
Expeditionist, [f. as prec. + -1ST.] One 
who goes on an expedition ; an excursionist. 

X841 Blackw. Mag. L. 449 Her travellers and expedition- 
ists are exploring the frozen regions of either pole. x86x 
Temple Bar IIL 393 Puffing expeditionists, .hurry helter- 
skelter through so many given cities, 187 x Proctor Light 
Sc. 103 The zeal of the expeditionists averted the risk. 

Expeditions (ekspfdrj^s), a. [f. Expedi- 
tion: see - tious.] Characterized by expedition. 

1. Of action, a voyage, etc.: Speedily performed. 
Of a method : Leading to speedy performance. 
Of an answer : Quickly given, ready. 

x$xo Shaks. Temp. v. i, 3x5, I. .promise you.. auspicious 
gales And saile, so expeditious, that shall catch Your 
Royall fleete farre off. 1664 Evelyn Kal. Hort. (1729) 20X 
Turning up of the Earth - .is to be preferr’d to Hand weed- 
ing, and more expeditious. 1692 Wagstaffe Find. Carol, 
xiv. 96 A most expeditious Answer. 1709 Sharp Serm. VII. 
iv. 63 The. .short expeditious way of appealing to the Bishop 
of Rome, 1748 A nson's Voy. n. xiii. 278 Capable of making 
an expeditious passage, a 1832 Bentham Wks . (1843) 1. 182 
Obviating a dissatisfaction, which expeditious measures 
would excite. 2866 J, G. Murphy Comm. Ex. xii. 10 
Equipped for expeditious travelling. 


2 . Of an implement or weapon : Fitted for quick 
movements ; handy, rare. 

1747 Smollett Regicide u. xi, With the broad targe and 
expeditious sword. 

Of persons : Acting or moving with expedi- 
tion ; speedy. 

1599 Massinger, etc. Old Law 1, Let us be all most ex- 
peditious. 1726 C 11 etwood 'A dv. Capt. R. Boyle 3 He., 
desir’d I would be expeditious in going. 1771 Goldsm. 
Hist. Eng. III. 242 An expeditious set of workmen. 1858 
Froudk Hist. Eng. IIL xvii. 439 The German commission 
was as expeditious as the Spanish had been dilatory. x88x 
Jowett Thucyd. I. 162 An expeditious traveller.. will ac- 
complish the journey in eleven days. 

Expe&rtiously, adv. [f. prec. + -LY 2 .] Ill 
an expeditious manner ; speedily, with expedition. 

1603 Drayton Bar. Wars 1. Ii, He expeditiously prouided 
That part of land into his power to get. 1663 Boyle Wks. 
(1772) II. ix, I once made a menstruum to draw it [the tinc- 
ture of the glass of antimony] more expeditiously. 1749 
Fielding Tom Jones viii. xiii. The surgeon having very 
expeditiously, .finished hk business. 1863 P. Barry Dock- 
yard Econ. 51 [Russia’s] ships will be built cheaper and more 
expeditiously. 

Espedi-tiomsness. [f. as prec. + -ness.] The 
quality of being expeditious ; celerity ; handiness. 

1708 Lend. Getz. No. 4426/12 Whose audacious Attempts 
..are.. by the Expeditiousness of your Fleet, totally, .de- 
feated. 17x5 M. Davies A then. Brit. I. 86 He was thought 
to have surpass'd. .Ovid for Expeditiousness in Versifying. 
x85x Smiles Engineers II. 222 The simplicity, economy, 
and expeditiousness of the plan. 

t Exp©*ditive, a. Obs. [f. Expedite + -ive.] 
Performing with expedition, expeditious. 

16x7 Bacon in Spedding Life <$• Lett. X 1872) VI. 191, 1 
mean not to purchase the praise of expeditive in that kind. 
1847 in Craig ; and in mod. Diets. 

+ Expe’ditory, a. Obs. rare~°. [f. L. expedit- 
ppl. stem of expedire (see Expedite) + -oky.] 
Making haste ; expeditious. 
a 1790 Franklin (cited in Worcester 1846). 

Expel (eksped), v. Forms : 4-5 expelle, 6-7 
exp ell, 6- expel, [ad. L. expell -ere, f. ex- out + 
pellere to drive, thrust : cf. Compel. OF. had 
espellir , and in 15th c. expeller.] 

1 . trans. To drive or thrust out ; to eject by 
force. Const, from (rarely out of) also with 
double obj. (by omission of from). 

a. With obj. a person, etc.: To eject, dislodge 
by force from a position ; to banish from, compel 
to quit, a place or country. 

c 1489 Caxton Sonnes of Aymon xx. 446 Reynawde and 
his brethern were thus expelled out of it [mountalban]. 
1532 More Confut. Tindale Wks. 819/2 God .. expelled 
those hemikes and scismatikes out of heauen. 1577 tr. 
BullingePs Decades (1592 ( 838 The Apostles receiued power 
from the Lord, .that they should expell and cast them [the 
devils] out. 1628 Hobbes Thucyd. (X822) 8 The Boeotians 
. .expelld Arne by the Thessalians seated themselues in that 
Country [Bceotia]. c 17x0 C. Fiennes Diary <x888) 266 
Such a State takes Care, .to Expel him their Dominions by 
proclamation. 1749 West tr. Pindar’s Olympic Odes xii. 
36 Sedition's Civif Broils Expell'd thee from thy native 
Crete. X754 Hume Hist. Eng. I. xi. 229 He sent., two 
knights , . to expel them the convent. 3863 Fr. A. Kemble 
Resid. Georgia 31 Bidding the elder boys . .expel the poultry. 

b. With a material thing as obj. : To drive out 
from a receptacle, etc. by mechanical force ; to 
discharge, send off {e.g. a bullet from a gun, fan 
arrow from a bow) ; to drive off or dislodge (a 
substance) from a chemical compound, mixture, 
solution, etc. Also, f To expel forth. 

1669 Stormy Mariner's Mag. v. xii. 80 The Shot is . . ex- 
pelled with no other thing, than by the Air’s exaltation. 
1693 Woodward Nat. Hist. Earth iii. (1723} 151 It [water] 
is usualy expelled forth in vast Quantities, a 1700 Dryden 
(J.\ The virgin huntress was not slow T expel the shaft 
from her contracted bow. C1790 Imison Sc A. Art j. 74 
Expelling the water into the bason. 1807 T. Thomson 
Chem. (ed. 3) II. 394 Alcohol, .absorbs about its own weight 
of nitrous gas, which cannot afterwards be expelled by 
heat, 1838 — Chem. Org, Bodies 168 Not capable of being 
expelled by a stronger base, i860 Maury P/tgs. Geog. Sea 
xi. § 512 If still more heat be applied .. the air will be en- 
tirely expelled. 1878 Huxley Physiogr. 77 The matter .. 
thus expelled from the powder by heat. 

c. Of the body or its organs: To cast out, eject 
(the contents, any foreign substance, excrements, 
etc.) ; - Exclude v. 7. Also said of the action of 
drugs, etc. 

c 1386 Chaucer Kntls T. 1893 The vertu expulsif, or ani- 
mal . . Ne may the venym voyden ne expelle. : . *542 Borde 
Dyetary iv. (1870) 237 To expell . . all corrupt and contagy- 
ous ayre. 1547 — Brev. Health § 356 Vnto the tyme the 
matter be expelled .. out of the throte. 1671 Salmon 
Syn. Med. m. xxii. 395 Chervil expells wind. 1767 Gooch 
Treat. Wounds (ed 2) II. 216 Some months after, apiece 
of cloth was expelled, till which time the wound kept open, 
1809 Med. Jrnl. XXI. 338 The child had been very recently 
expelled from the womb. 1836 Todd Cycl. Anat. I. 513/2 
There is an organ for. .expelling an inky fluid. 

absol. x6z6 Bacon Sylva § 36 Other parts of the Body. « 
are mowed to expell by Consent. 

d. With immaterial object In Math . formerly 

= Eliminate. 

C1500 Lancelot 1271 Hir cusynace hath don al at she 
mycht . . to expel that thing out of hir thoebt. 1540 Cover- 
dale Fruitf. Less . i. Wks. 1. 259 To expel from us all pride 
and presumptuousness. 1610 Shaks. Tenip. v . i. 76 You, 
brother mine, that . . Expelld remorse, and nature. x6xt 
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EXPELLABLE. 

Bonne Ignat. Conclave (1635' 7 He gloried of having ex- 
pelled an old Religion. 1697 Bam pier Voy. I. ii. 14 These 
hardships quite expell’d the thoughts of an Enemy. 1828 
Hutton Course Math, II. 49 note, The quantity c . . must 
be expelled from this formula. 3862 H. Spencer First 
Prim . 11. iii. § 46 (38751 x6o Our ability to expel the idea 
from consciousness. 

2, To turn out, eject (a person) from a society, 
community, etc. Const, as in 1 . 

1534 Anne Boleyn in Ellis Orig. Lett . 1. 116 II. 46 
Richard Herman, .was. - put and expelled from his fredome 
and felowshipe in the Englishe house there. 1648 Hunting 
of Fox 11 Yet were they, .expell’d the University, a 1680 
Butler Rem. (1759) L 215 His Scholar striving to expel 
all Poets his poetic Commonweal. 1769 Junius Lett , xvi. 
69 The house of Commons have a right to expel one of 
their own members, 1820 Southey Life Wesley IX. 497 
Whoever acted contrary , . should be expelled the Society. 
1884 Pae Eustace 57 You are expelled from the house 
which you have indelibly disgraced. 

1 3. To reject from attention or consideration ; 
to refuse. Obs. 

x$75 in W. H. Turner Select . Rec. Oxford 365 The com. 
mon welth are . .utterly expeld and let goe for lacke of loking 
to. 1591 Spenser M. Hubberd 95 Would you not poor 
fellowship expel, Myself would offer you t 'accompany. 
1640-1 Kirkcudbr. War-Comm. Min . Bk. (18551 5 The said 
day the Committie expelles the resounes preponit be Borge 
and Johne Gordoun. 1742 Pope Dime, iv. 196 Each fierce 
Logician, still expelling Locke. 

+ 4, { To keep off, exclude, keep out 5 (J.). Obs. 

x6oz Shaks. Ham. v. i. 239 Oh, that that earth [Caesar’s 
dead body], which kept the world in awe, Should patch a 
Wall, t’expell the winters flaw. 

Hence Expelled ppl. a., Expelling vbl. sb. 
and ppl. a. 

1533 More Confut. T hid ale Wks. 1557 819/2 Receiuing 
of synne is expelling of grace. 1545 Raynold Byrth Man- 
kynde{ 1564) 69 b, The expellyng of the second byrth. 1552 
Huloet, Expelled, expulsus. 1632 tr. Bruel's Praxis M. 
376 These stirre vp the excelling faculty. 1744 Berkeley 
Stris § 84 This expelling diuretic virtue consisted rather in 
the salts than the resin. 1774 Goldsm. Grecian Hist. I. 
105 Hippias, the expelled tyrant of Athens. 1846 Greener 
Sc. Gunnery 293 How get you an equal pressure of the ex- 
pelling force? 

Expellable (ekspe‘lab’1), a. [f. prec. 4 - -able.] 
Capable of being, or liable to be, expelled. 

1665 Wither Lords Prayer 177 All other Kings, King- 
doms and States, are. .expellable at his pleasure. 3802 
Kirwan in Phil. Trans. LXXX. 225 The nitrous acid . . 
expellable even by the vegetable acids. 1839 Bailey Festus 
atix. 62/2 And that [soul] Infernal, but expellable by prayer. 

Expellee (ekspelJ*). nonce-wa. [f. Expel + 
-ee.] One who has been expelled. 

*888 Sat. Rev. 29 Bee. 758/1 The expellee would only be 
sure of a triumphant re-election. 

Sxpellext (ekspe'lent), a. and sb. Also -ant. 
[ad. L. expellent-em, pr.pple. of expellere to Expel.] 

A. adj. That expels or tends to expel. 

1858 Greener Gunnery 33 The construction of the gun 
being perfect.. can the expellant force be brought to an 
equal state of perfection. 1885 J. Strong Own Country iv. 
32 The expedient influences of Europe., send new waves 
of immigration to our shores. 

B. sb. An expellent medicine. 

1823 Crabb Technol. Diet., Expellenis , medicines sup- 
posed to expel morbid humours from the body. 

Expeller (ekspeToj). Also 8 expellor. [f. 
Expel v . + -er 1 ,] 

1. One who, or that which, expels. Const, of. 
3577 Holinshed Chron. (1807) I. v. xvii. 585 The expeller 
of manie tyrants. 1647 Fanshaw tr. Guar inis Pastor 
Fido ii. Chorus , Unspotted faith, expeller of all vice, 1725 
Bradley Fam. Diet. II. s. v. Wind Cholick , The most 
effectual expeller of Wind. 3741 Warburton Div. Legat. 
II. 288 Their mistake was only about the Expellor. 1794 
T. Taylor Pausanias' Descr. Greece II. 39 Jupiter 
Apotnyius, or the expeller of flies. 3846 Ellis Elgin Marb . 

3 . 109 The Expeller of the Bacchidae from Corinth. 

+ 2 . * Expellent B. sb. Obs. 

1683 Salmon Doron Med. n. 443 A powerful expeller. 
Expend (ekspe*nd),w. Forms: 5-6 expende, 
exspende, 6- expend. Pa. pple. 5 expent, 6 
expend, [ad. L. expend- ere, f. ex- out + pend-ere 
to weigh, pay. Cf. also Dispend, Spend,] 

I. To pay out, spend. It differs from spend in 
being less colloquial, and (in mod. use) in implying 
some determinate direction or object of outlay. 

1. trans. To pay away, lay out, spend (money). 

fa. To spend, make away with, consume in 
outlay. Obs . 

1477 Earl Rivers (Caxton )Dictes 106 By expending more 
than his lyuelode cometh to. 3483 Caxton Cato Avij, Zeno 
expended bothe hys goodes and the goodes of his fader and 
played hit at the dyse. 3608 Shaks. Per. m. ii. 20 Riches 
careless heirs May . . expend, a 3637 Hayward Edw. VI 
(1630) tn The King of England wasted the French Kings 
country, and thereby caused him to expend such summes 
of mony as exceeded the debt, 

b. To lay out (money) for determinate objects. 
Const, in, upon. 

3484 Churchy). Acc. Wigtoft Lincolnsh. (Nichols 1 797) 70 
For hiryng of 2 wrightes to mend y° belles . . expent 4 a. 
3 jS 5 * Huloet, Expend or laye out money. 1698-9 Ludlow 
Mem. I. 71 Part of this sum I expended upon the garison. 
31763 Ld. Barrington in Ellis Orig. Lett. 11. 505 IV. 474 
If ^50.000 had been given for that Speech, it would have 
been well expended. *839 Thirlwall Greece VII. 323 
They began to doubt whether they were not about to ex- 
pend their resources less for their own defence, than, etc. 


3867 Mrs. H, Wood Life's Secret II. 352 Too fond of beer, 
to expend in much else the trifle allowed them. 

absol. 1605 Bp. Hall Medit. 4- Vows ii. § 54 The eare 
and the eye are the minds receivers ; but the tongue is onely 
busied in expending. 2720 in Picton Vpool Munic. Rec. 
(1886) II. 64 To expend and lay out very extravagantly in 
repairing the highways, &c. 3848 Macaulay Hist. Eng. I. 
352 They go elsewhere to enjoy and to expend. 

2 . trans f. and Jig. To lay out, spend (blood, care, 
labour, time, etc. ) ; to employ for a given purpose. 

c 1440 Gesta Rom, xv. 53 (Harl. M '.) The first doughter. . 
is J>e worlde, whom a man loveth so well, that he expendith 
alle his lif aboute hit. 2550 Bale Image Both Ch. 1. x. § 5 
More God desireth not of the Christian minister, than to 
expend his whole study, labour, and time for the light- 
ening of others. 2602 Shaks. Ham. 11. ii. 23 To expend 
your time with vs a-while. 1728 Young Love F'ame ii. (i 757) 

97 These all their care expend on outward show For wealth 
and fame. 1841-4 Emerson Ess. Prudence Wks. (Bohn) I. 

98 As much wisdom may be expended on a private economy 
as on an empire. 1854 J. S. C. Abbott Napoleon (1855) I. 
vii. 142 The blood that must be expended in the attempt. 
1864 Skeat Ukland's Poems 42 Thyself hast thou expended 
As every poet should. 2874 L. Morris To Unknown Poet 
ix, A humble healer thro' a life obscure, Thou didst expend 
thy homely days. 

3 . To use up (material or force) in any operation ; 
also rejl. Formerly, ‘f to consume (provisions) ; 
cf. Expense i c. 

1745 P. Thomas Jml. Anson's Voy. 9 To procure what 
fresh Provisions we could expend during our Stay. 2825 J. 
Nicholson Operat. Mechanic 80 The quantity of water ex- 
pended in a minute was 96! pounds. 1859 Jephson Brittany 
xii. 193 The English archers . . having expended, their 
arrows, drew their swords. 2860 Tyndall Glac, n. xix. 329 
Gravity in this case has. expended a certain amount of force. 
1869 Phillips Vesuv. iii. 51 After the currents had expended 
themselves. 2872 Morley Voltaire (1BZ6) 25 All the social 
feeling and intellectual effort . . seemed to have expended 
themselves. 

b. H'aut. To lose (spars, masts, etc.) either in 
action, or by storms, etc. Also, to use up (a quantity 
of rope, etc.) in winding it round a spar or a rope. 

2801 Nelson 23 May in Nicolas Disp. (1845) IV. 384 An 
account . . of the spars expended in consequence of the Ac- 
tion of April 2nd. 1830 Markyat King's Own xli, Have 
you expended any boat's masts? cx86o H. Stuart Sea- 
man’s Catech. 34 Expend the spunyarn round both parts 
of the lanyard. 2882 Nakes Seamanship (ed. 6) 337 The 
heel rope is . . expended round the jackstay and boom. 

f II. 4 . To weigh mentally ; to consider, de- 
termine accurately. Often, to expend with oneself 
[after L. expendere secum.] Obs. 

2531 Elyot Gov. hi. ix, Where fortitude expendeth euery 
thinge and acte diligently. 1533 Tindale Lord's Supper 
Wks.. (Parker Soc.) III. 266 Exhort every man deeply to 
consider and expend with himself, the signification of this 
sacrament. 1563 Homilies u. Rogat . Week m. (1859) 491 
To expend the gracious good will of God to usward. 1625 
Hart Anat .. Ur. 1. ii- 21 It behooueth the Physitian to. .ex- 
pend with himselfe. .the strength of euery accident apart. 
2677 Hale Prim. Orig. Man . To Rdr., Moral Evidences. , 
are herein particularly expended and examined. 

Hence Expe nded///, a. 

174 z Young Nt. Th. iv. 296 What can awake thee un- 
awak'd by this, * Expended Deity on human weal’ ? 
Expendable (ekspe*ndab’l), a. rare- 1 , [f. prec. 
+ -able.] That may be expended. 

2805 W. Taylor in Ann. Rev. III. 240 That property 
should be dividable, transferable, and expendable. 

Exp end er (ekspemdai). [f. as prec. + -erL] 
One who, or that which, expends. Const, of. 

1804 W. Taylor in Ann. Rev. II. 352 The expenders of 
rents are the most unproductive, .class of citizens. 2863 H. 
Spencer Princ. Biol. I. n. i. § 49 Organisms which are large 
expenders of force. 1882 G. Allen C. Clout's Garden vii. 
(1883' 40 Flowers are mere expenders of food. 
Expending (ekspemdiq), vbl. sb. [f. as prec. 
+ -ingL] The action of the vb. Expend: now 
only gerundial (Const, of). Formerly occas. : Ex- 
penditure ; consideration ; consumption. 

2545 Joye Exp. Dan. xi. Z ij b, This moch haue I learned 
by the expending and waying of the text. 2562 T. Norton 
Calvin's Inst. iv. xx. (1634) 745 Money, which they waste 
upon mad prodigall expendings. 2603 Bp. Hall Medit. 4* 
Vows n. § 27 If my money were another mans, I could but 
keepe it ; onely the expending showes it my own. 2610 — 
Apol. Brownists § 11 The holy expending of Sabbath dales 
appointed. 2743 P. Thomas Jml. Anson's Voy. 11 We 
likewise had fresh Beef for present expending plenty 
enough. 

t Expe*nditor. Law. Obs. Also 7 -our. [a. 
med.L. expenditor , agent-n. incorrectly (on the 
analogy of venditor, etc.) f. expendere'. see Ex- 
pend.] One who has charge of expenditure ; spec. 
an officer formerly appointed by the Commissioners 
of Sewers to expend or disburse the money collected 
by tax for the repair of sewers ; also an officer of 
the British Museum (see quot 1847). 

1499 in Hist. Co. Lincoln I. 69 Expenditors . . shall have 
by the day is. 8 d. Ibid,, The said expenditors shall have a 
clerk of sewers for the work. 1532-2 A ct 23 Hen. VIII, c. 5. 
§ 3 Expenditours and other ministers and officers for . . the 
making of the premisses. 2587 Fleming Contn. Holinshed 
III. 1547/1 The charge of these two wals . ..as appeareth in 
the expenditors books. 2622 Callis Stat. Sewers (1647) 
134 A Collector, or Expenditor, or other Officer of Sewers. 
3726 Laws of Sewers 87 The Expenditor is the Person ap- 
pointed by the Commissioners, to .. expend the Money col- 
lected by the Tax. 1847 Evidence Royal Comm. Brit, Mus. 
x You [Sir H. Ellis] were also the expenditor? —That was an 
office . . always given to the principal librarian. Ibid. 9 What 


EXPENSE. 

is the nature of his duties as expenditor?— He receives the 
moneys. 

transf. 1646 J. Benbrigge Vsura Acc. 19 We are but his 
[God’s] Expenditours. 

+ Expe*nditrix. Obs. rarer- 1 , [f. Expen. 
ditor, after Lat. analogy : see -trix,] A woman 
who has charge of expenditure. 

a 2734 North Exam. 11. iv. § 51 (1740') 257 Mrs. Celier was 
the Go-between and Expenditrix in Affairs, which lay much 
in relieving of Catholics. 

Expenditure (ekspe-nditiui). [f. med.L. ex- 
pendit-us, pa. pple. (irregularly formed after ven- 
ditus) of expendere (see Expend) + -ure.] 

X. The action or practice of laying out, paying 
away, or spending (money). Const, of. At his 
own expenditure (nonce-use) : at his own expense. 

1769 Burice On late State Nation 1 5 Our expenditure 
purchased ^ commerce and conquest. 1776 Adam Smith 
IV. N. iv. ix, The collection and expenditure of the public 
revenue. 1873 Browning Red Cott. Nt.-cap 317 His shop 
. . turned out the masterpiece . . at his own expenditure. 2874 
Green Short Hist.v ii. 364 Her [Elizabeth’s] expenditure was 
..ever miserly. 

b. transf The expending or laying out (of 
energy, labour, time) : often with notion of waste. 

1823 Lamb Elia Ser 1. v. (1865^ 45 To grudge at the ex- 
penditure of moments. 2866 Geo. Eliot F. Holt (1868) 30 
He disliked all quarrelling as an unpleasant expenditure of 
energy. 1878 Browning Poets Croisic 54 After a vast ex- 
penditure of pains._ 1890 Spectator 16 Aug., The National- 
ist laity disobey with much expenditure of speech. 

c. The action or process of using up or con- 
suming; consumption. 

1812 Wellington in Gurw. Disp. IX, 141 We have made 
such an expenditure of engineers, that I can hardly wish 
for any body. 2835 Bain Semes 4 Int. 11. i. § n A pecu- 
liar expenditure of the substance of the muscular mass. 2863 

H. Spencer Princ. Biol. 1 . 11. v. § 69 A mature animal, or 
one which has reached a balance between nutrition and ex- 
penditure. 1871 Tyndall Fragm . Sc. (ed. 6) I. xvi. 427 Its 
[the sun’s] combustion would only cover 4600 years of ex- 
penditure. 2879 Cassell's Techn, Educ. II. 194/2 The 
economical expenditure of ammunition. 

2 . The amount expended from time to time. 

1791 R. Rayment (title). The Income and Expenditure of 
Great Britain of the last 7 years, a 2800 Cowper Sparrows 
self-domesticated , A single doit would overpay The expen- 
diture of every day. 2844 H. H. Wilson Bril. India III. 
331 A loss of life and waste of expenditure. 2863 P. Barry 
Dockyard Econ. 99 During the year i860 - 61 the expendi- 
ture in these [mast-houses] amounted to [etc.]. 

Expense (ekspe-ns). Forms: 4-9 expence, 
5 expens, exspense, 6 exspence, 4- expense. 
See also Spence, [a. AF. expense (OF. espense ), 
ad. late L. expensa , orig. pa. pple. fem. of ex- 
pendere : see Expend. Cf. Sp. expensas pi., also 
It. spesa , which is the only popular representative 
of the word in Romanic, the Fr. and Sp. forms 
being of learned origin. 

Ger. speise * viand ’ is an early adoption of the L. word.] 

+ 1 . T he action of expending ; the state of being 
expended. Obs. Cf. Expenditure i. 

+ a. Disbursement, spending, laying out (of 
money) ; an instance of this. Also occas. wasteful 
expenditure, extravagance. Person of expense : 
one who spends largely; so also, person of great, 
little expense . Obs. 

1393 Gower Conflll. 253 That he mesure in his expence 
So kepe, that of indigence He may be sauf. c 3430 Compl, 
Christ 169 in Pol. Rel. 4* L.Poems(i%66) 179 My waast expen- 
sis y wole with-drawe. 3597 Bacon Ess., Expense (Arb.) 
50 Extraordinarie Expence must bee limited by the worth 
of the occasion. 1633 Ford 'Tis Pity v, This suddaine 
solemne Feast Was not ordayn’d to riott in expence. _ 1644 
Quarles Barnabas $ B.{ 1852)18 God is not honored in the 
expense of that money which is bedewed with the tears of 
the oppressed. <21723 Burnet Own Time ^ (2766) I. 130 
A man of great expence. 1750 Johnson Rambler No. 26 
V 3 This exuberance of money displayed itself in wanton- 
ness of expence. 2766 Fordyce Serm. Yng. Worn. (1767) 

I. iv. 242 All of them . . dread a woman of expence. 2794 
Godwin Cal. Williams 267 An obscure house of entertain- 
ment for persons of small expence. 

f b. The expending or using up (of material or 
immaterial resources) ; the state of being expended 
or used up ; expenditure ( of substance, strength, 
labour, time, eta) ; loss (of blood, etc., of men in 
battle, etc.). Obs. 

2588 Shaks. L. L. L. v. n. 523, I implore so much ex- 
pence of thy royall sweet breath, as will vtter a brace of 
words. 3394 Hooker Bccl, Pol. 1. xi. (1611) 36 With boot- 
lesse expense of trauell. 3608 Yorksh. Trag. 1. x. 218 My 
body., is yet faint With much expense of blood. 3626 
Bacon Sylva § 353 Fire and Flame are in continual ex- 
pence. 2647 Sprigge Anglia Rediv. 1. ii. (1854I 14 After 
the expense of about fourteen men upon it, the design was 
given over. 2669 Worlidge Syst. A gric. (1681) 293 They 
..move as other Meteors do, from a certain expence of 
their own substance the one way, which inforceth their mo- 
tion another. 2749 Power Pros, Numbers 70 The former 
require too great Expense of Breath to pronounce them. 
273a Franklin Wks. 2840 V. 286 The sun is not wasted by 
expense of light. 1797 Nelson 23 June in Nicolas Disp. 
(2846) XII. p. cxliv, No service that could have made an 
expense [of stores], 

f C. Consumption (of produce, provisions). Obs. 

2387 Harrison England 11. vi. (1877) 1. 256 The gentlemen 
commonlie make sufficient malt for their owne expenses 
onelie. 3594 Arb. Gamer I. 299 Proclamations for the 
expense and observation of Fish Days. *668 Markham’s 
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Way to Wealth ix. hi. i. 96 To gather [Pears] for expence, 
fur transportation, or to sell. 

f d. Loss (of a possession). Obs. 

1600 Shaks ..Sonn. xxx. 8 Then can I . . mone th' expence 
of many a vanished sight. 1607 Tourneur Ret>. Trag. l 
iii. Enter upon. . Her honour, which she calls her chastity, 
And bring it into expence. 

f 2. Money expended (cf. Expenditure 2 ) ; a 
sum expended. Oh. 

(The apparent instances in recent use belong to 3 or 3 c.) 
1382 Wyclif Ex. xxi. 19 That he restore .. the expensis 
into leches. C1460 Fortescue A Is. # Lim. Mon . (1714) 
32 If a Kyng be powre, he schal by necessite make his 
Expences. . by Creaunce of borrowyng. 1673 Temple Ess. 
Irel. Wks. 1731 I. 111 The Country loses the Expence of 
many of the richest Persons, a 1687 Petty Pol, Arith, vii. 
(1691) 103 Where a People thrive, there the income is 
greater than the expence. 1737 Whiston Josephus' Antiq. 
xi. iv. § 9 You.. do not supply them, with the expences. .for 
their sacrifices. 1765 A. Dickson Treat, Agric . nr. (ed. 2) 
402 The difference betwixt these, is the expense which the 
farmer may lay out. 

transf 1692 Ray Dissol. World ir, ii. (1732) 78 The Re- 
ceipts from the Rivers fall short of the Expence in Vapour. 
1693 Phil. Trans. XVII. 616 As to the Expence of the 
Sea-Water by Vapour, he concludes the Receipts of the 
Mediterranean to fall short of its expence. 

3. Burden of expenditure ; the pecuniary charge, 
cost, or sacrifice involved in any course of action, 
mode of living, etc., or requisite for the attainment 
of any object. Also transf. [Originally a contex- 
tual use of i.] 

163 2 J. Hayward tr. Blond? s Eromena 27 Many com- 
panies of souldiers to be levied . . without a penny of expence, 
of either his, or his complices. 1711 Addison Sped. No. 
102 > 11, I have several little plain Fans made for this Use, 
to avoid expence. 1799 T. Jefferson Writ. (1859) IV. 277 
The direct tax and stamp tax will add two millions clear 
of expence. 1808 A. Parsons Trav. iii. 65 Those who can 
afford the expence, usually goto some part of the sea coast. 
1831 C. Apperley Chase, Turf, etc. 62 All got up ‘ regardless 
of expense'. 1836 Emerson Eng. Traits , Char. Wks. 
(Bohn) II. 62 The scale of expense on which people live. 
1872 Raymond Statist. Mines <§• Mining 135 A long list of 
legal expenses. 

fig. 1839 De Quincey Recollect. Lakes Wks. (1862) II. 
214 Who took upon herself the whole expenses of the flying 
colloquies exchanged with stragglers on the road. 

"b. Phrases. To lie at expense : (of a prisoner) 
to be a cause of outlay. At an expense of: at 
a cost or loss amounting to. At the expense of : at 
the cost of (a certain sum), by the sacrifice of (some- 
thing) ; so at {a) great , little , etc. expense . To 
he at expense : to incur expenditure ; so, to put 
(a person) to expense. To be at the expense y ex- 
penses (of) : to defray the costs (of) ; also const. 
to with inf. 

a 1610 Healey Theophrastus ( 1636) 41 Now what expence 
soever he is at, he proclaimeth. 1658-9 Burton’s Diary 
(1828) IV. 6 He lies at expense. I move therefore, to call 
him in. 1710 Steele Tatler No. 262 r 3 The new Pair of 
Gloves ana Coach-hire that he was at the Expence of in 
her Service. C1710 C. Fiennes Diary (1888) 153 Some 
part of that mer one Mr. Fleetewood has been at the Ex- 
pence to draine. 171a Addison Sped. No. 4x8 F 7 He is 
at no more Expence in a long Vista, than a short one. 1713 
Guardian No. 9 F 4 Where, at the expence of 4 or 5000/. . . 
he built a new one, 1765 H. Walpole Otranto iii. (1798) 
62 Vowing to guard the princess at the expence of his life. 
1774 Goldsm. Nat. Hist. (1862) 1 . 1. i. 254 We have been at 
such expence and trouble. 1793 Burke Corr. (1844) IV. 
160 All operations between the tropics are at an immense 
expense of human lives. 1839 Musketry Instruct. 52 At 
a considerable expense, to erect marker’s butts. 1882 Daily 
Tel. 12 June, The home eleven had got 52 at an expense 
of two wickets. 

C. In pi. esp. : The charges, costs, items of out- 
lay, incurred by a person in the execution of any 
commission or duty ; ‘ money out of pocket * ; also, 
money paid to a person in reimbursement of these. 

1382 Wyclif 1 Macc. x. 44 Expensis shuln be 3ouenof the 
kyngies resoun . . to bilde out the wallis of J erusalem. 1460 
Capgrave Chron. 198 The old Edward had every month 
to his expensis a hundred mark. 1535 Coverdale Jer. xl. 
5 The chefe captayne gaue him his expenses with a re- 
warde. 1601 Shaks. Twel. N. in. i. 49 There’s expences 
for thee. 1656 Ben Israel Vind. Juaaeorum in Phenix 
(1708) II. 410 Of the Tribute, Expences should be forthwith 
given unto the Elders. Mod. You will allow me my ex- 
penses. 

d. A cause or occasion of expense. Also transf. 
1873 H. Spencer Study Sociol. iii. 51 Exertion is a physio- 
logical expense. Mod. His sons have been a great expense 
to' him. 

4. At (f on) the expense expenses) of a person, 
etc. : so that he defrays the cost ; ‘at the charges of. 

c 1400 Maundev. (1839) xx. 221 Thegrete Chanehaj? euery 
day folk at His costages 8c expense, c 1477 Caxton Jason 
69 Appollo dide do make the arke. .at the expensis of the 
king. 1549 Cotnpl. Scot. xi. 89 He furnest . . tua hundretht 
lycht horse, on his auen expensis. 1609 Shaks. Per, iv. 
iii. 46 Us, At whose expense ’tis done, 1678 Butler Hud. 
in. iii. 456 Lawyers have more sober sense Than to argue at 
their own expence. 1697 Potter Antiq. Greece m. ii, 
(1715) 7 The Soldiers were all maintain'd at their own Ex- 
pences. 1834 Medwin Angler in Wales I. 67 Our piscator 
. .declined dining at our expense. 1873 Act 36-7 Viet . c. 
71 § 59 The Secretary of State may. .cause any water-course 
to be widened at the expense of such board. 

b. transf. At the expense of a person (or thing) : 
so that he (or it) suffers consequent loss, injury, 
or diminution. 
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1695 Ld. Preston Boeih. Pref. 6 And so, at his Expence, 
advance a little Trophy of Reputations to themselves. 1734 
oh er lock Disc.i 1759) I. xiii. 344 Gratify our Envy at the 
Fxpence of our Neighbour’s Reputation. 1807 T, Thomson 
C hem, (ed. 31 II. x8o The copper wires, .were oxidized at the 
expence of the acid. 1828 Jas. Mill Brit. Ind. II. v. ix. 
711 L he interest of the subordinates, .is. .pursued at the ex- 
P®ttse of the service. 1849 Robertson Serm. Ser. 1. vii. 

1 « f here was obedience at the expense of . . feeling. 

1879 M, Arnold Mixed Ess. 234 But the lovers of Hampden 
C£ ^? not f° r b ear to extol him at Falkland’s expense. 

o. attnh. and Comb, as in expense-account ; ex- 
pense-book, Plant, (see qnot. 1867 ) ; expense 
magazine, a magazine in which a small portion 
of ammunition is kept for immediate use ; expense- 
reforming ; -saving adjs. 

1828 J. M. Spearman Brit. Gunner fed. 2) 80 Expence 
Books. 1867 Smyth Sailor’s Word-hk , Expense books , ac- 
counts of the expenditure of the warrant officer's stores, 
attested by the signing officers. 1839 W. F. Napier Penins. 
War xiii. v, The explosion of an expense magazine. 1843 
Stocqueler Hatidbk. Brit. India { 1854) 174 There are, also, 
branch or expense magazines in the outworks. 1873 Ray- 
mond Aimes 284 The item of roads is a big one in the ex- 
pense account. 2880 Fortn. Rev. Feb. 267 Any expense-re- 
forming proposal meets with scant courtesy from the House. 

t Expe/nseful, a, Obs. [f. prec. + -ful.] At- 
tended with or characterized by expense ; costly, 
expensive. Also, Given to expense, extravagant* 
1603 Chapman A ll Fools in Dodsley O. P. (1780) IV. 144 
To stay him yet from more expencefut courses. 1624 Wot- 
ton Archit. in Reliq. IVolton. (1672) 35 There is no part of 
S tructure more expencefull thenWindows. 1667 Pepys Diary 
(1879) IV. 389 The Duchess is not only the proudest woman 
m the world, but the most expensefull. 1688 Lett. Present 
State* Italy 162 The expencefull humour that their late 
Marriages with France has spred among them, a 1716 
South Serm . (1717) V. 147 An expenseful and laborious 
Education* *773 in Ash. 

Hence f Expe-nsefolly adv., in a manner in- 
volving much expense, f £xpe*nsefulness, cost- 
liness ; rarely (of persons^, extravagance. 

1631 Weever Anc. Fun . Mon. 316 Sir William Sidley, a 
learned Knight, paipefully and expensfully studious of the 
common good of his countrey. <2x6x3 Overbury Arch- 
duke’ s Country W ks. (1:856)232 The cause of the expense- 
fulnes of it [the war] . .is the remotenesse of those provinces 
from Spaine. 1688 Ld. Delamer Let. to daughter Wks. 
{1694) 34 She will. . by her expencefulness leave her husband 
no better than she found him. 

+ Expe nseless, a. Obs. [f. Expense + 
-DESS.] Without expense. Of things: Inexpen- 
sive. Of persons : Free from expense, frugally. 

1644 Milton Educ. 5 He . . may at some time or other, save 
an Army by this frugal! and expencelesse meanes, 1703 Pen n 
in Pa. Hist. Soc. Mem. IX. 241 Keep my son as expense- 
less as may he. 17x2 Blackmore Creation (1786) 108 What 
health promotes. .Is all expenseless, and procur’d with ease. 
1786 Francis the Philanthropist III. 152 , 1 gave him my 
time for expenceless promises. 

Expensilation (ekspeuisil^-Jbnb Rom. Law. 
[ad. L. expensildtion-e?n , properly expensi Idtio a 
setting down of expenditures. Of. Acceptilation.] 
A process by which an existing cause of debt was 
merged in a new formal obligation (compare the 
English ‘account stated’, and the contract of ex- 
change in the law merchant). 

1873 Poste Gaius iii Comm. (ed. 2) 363 Expensilation or 
Literal contract. Ibid. 408 One species of Literal obliga- 
tion, namely Expensilation, .. was effected by an entry in 
these domestic registers. 

Expensive (ekspe*nsiv), a. [f. L. type *expen- 
siv-us f. expendgre (see Expend and -ive) j but early 
associated with Expense.] 

1 1. Of a person : Given to profuse expenditure 
(of money, time, health, etc.); lavish. Of an em- 
ployment : Tending to consume (time, health, 
etc ). Const, of Oh. 

1628 Earle Microcosm., Unmersal Dun (Arb.) 74 Hee 
is now veryexpensiue of his time. 1655 Jer. Taylor Golden 
Grove (1659) 55 Use what innocent refreshment you please. . 
[but] let it not be too expensive of time, a 1656 Be. Hall, 
Episc. £ Litnrg, Rem. Wks. (r66o) 421 See whether any 
have been more expensive either of their ink, or their blood. 
1704 Steele Lying Lover n. (1747) 36 Young Men of this 
Age are . . so expensive both of their Health and Fortune. 
18x7 J. Gilchrist Intett. Patrimony 1x2 A regular arrange- 
ment of extracts, .is. .more expensive of time. 

b. Fond of expense; extravagant. Now rare . 
1650 Jer. Taylor Holy Living (1727 > 99 What is it to me. . 
whether hfc wife he expensive, a 2698 Temple (JA Frugal 
and industrious men are friendly to the established govern- 
ment, as the idle and expensive are dangerous. 1782 Miss 
Burney Cecilia ix. v, She was far other than expensive. 
1845 Carlyle Cromwell (1873) L *9 Sir Oliver, likewise an 
expensive man. 

f c. ‘ Liberal, generous, distributive * (J.). rare. 

1678 Sprat Serm. (1722) 103 An active, expensive, inde- 
fatigable goodness, .such as our Apostle calls, .a Labour of 
Love. 

2. Of a thing : Attended with expense ; costly, 
dear. To come expensive: see Come 24 b. Also fig. 

1634 Brereton Trav. (Chetham Soc.) 70 The two late ex- 
pensive and chargeable sieges of Buss. 2664 Evelyn tr. 
Frearfs Archit. 1x9 Till .. the remedy [be] impossible or 
expensive, a X715 Burnet Chon Time (1734) II. 658 The 
Law of England is .. very expensive and dilatory. 1726-31 
Tindal Rapin’ s Hist. Eng. 11743) II. xvn. X09 He ,. lived 
at so expensive a rate. 1776 Adam Smith W. N. 1. xi. 
(1869) I. 232 To collect the produce of unimproved lands. . 
would be too expensive. 1838 Dickens Nick. Nick, iv, It's 


expensive keeping boys at home. 1863 Bushnell Vicar, 
Sacr. it, i. 192 God, . .will bend Himself to any most expen- 
sive, lowest burden of sympathy. 1883 Froudk Short 
Stud. IV. 1. ii. 16 The father, .was unable to give the child 
as expensive an education as he had desired. 

b. transf. At cricket, of bowling or a bowler. 
2882 Daily Tel. 27 May, Barrett’s bowling was getting 
rather expensive. 1891 Daily News *30 J une 3/7 Mr. Ferris, 
the Australian, proving very expensive, 
t 3. qimsi-adv. = Expensively. Obs. 

1796 E. Parsons Rfysterions Warning iv. 236 They lived 
very expensive. 

Hence Expensively adv., in an expensive man- 
ner, with (great) expense. 

a 2631 Donne Let. to Sir H. G. in Foetus 279 Our court 
tooke the resolution . . to receive him (the French Prince} 
solemnly, ceremoniously; and expensively, a 1745 Swift 
(J.V I never knew him live so great and expensively, 
1809-10 Coleridge Friend 11865) 146 Our immense military 
force is better and more expensively clothed, 1886 Law 
Times Rep. LIII. 6x1/1 The liquidators could collect the 
outstanding calls, .less expensively than the plaintiffs. 

ExpensiveneSS (ekspe*nsivnes\ [f. prec. + 

-NESS.] 

1. The quality of being expensive or costly, or of 
requiring large outlay ; costliness. 

1655 Fuller Hist . Camb. (1840) 224 Considering the ex- 
pensiveness of the place [Cambridge]. 1656 Prynne Rights 
Eng. Freemen 21 The expensivenesse. .of their Law sutes. 
1705 Arbuthnot Coins vui, (1727) 75 Their Highways, for 
their extent, solidity or expensiveness, are some of the 
greatest monuments of the grandeur of their Empire. s8 76 
Geo. Eliot Dan. Der. 1. x, That . .celebrity which makes an 
artist great to the most ordinary people by their knowledge 
of his great expensiveness. 1882 Seeley in Maan. Mag. 
XL VI. 457 The expensiveness of the wars. 

2. Disposition to lavish expenditure, extrava- 
gance. Now rare . 

1642 Fuller Holy <§* Prof. St. r. xiv. 45 XJlriek Fugger . . 
was disinherited of a great patrimony onely for his studious- 
nesse, and expensivenesse in buying costly manuscripts. 
1796 Jane Austen Sense <$• Sens. in. xi. 304 His expensive- 
ness is acknowledged even by himself. 1819 L, Hunt In- 
dicator No. 1 (1822) I. 7 An improved knowledge which 
does not confound good taste with expensiveness. 

Expergefacient (ekspoaidgiT^Jient), a. rare. 
[ad.L. expergefadent-em , pr. pple.of expergefaccre: 
see next.] Awakening ; of a nature to rouse or 
wake up. 

1821 Blackw. Alag. X. 1x7 Which, .would prove as exper- 
gifacient [sic] as a sternutatory to the parties addressed. 

Expergefaction (ekspou^zfoe-kjbn). Now 
rare. [ad. late L. expergefactidn-em , n. of action 
f. expergefaccre, f. experg-fre to awake, rouse + 
facere to make, cause.] The action of awaking or 
rousing ; the state, condition or fact of being awak- 
ened or aroused. 

1638 O. Sedgwicke Serm. (1639) 15 An heavenly experge- 
faction. 1631 Biggs Nesv Disp. f 204 The dilatory ex- 
pergefaction from a disease. 1660 Howell Parly of Beasts 
45 Having, after such a long noctivagation. .return’d to my 
perfect expergefaction. 1824 Blackw. Mag. XV. 94 An- 
other propitious recollection; namely, my first experge- 
faction at Farsa 1827 G. S. Faber, Sacr. Calendar 
Prophecy ( 1844) III. 1x8 The first Head, after a long reign 
of more than 1800 years subsequent to its expergefaction 
by Augustus, etc. 

Expergefactor (ekspsuidg/Tarirtoj). [agent- 
n. f. L. expergefaccre (see prec.).] One who, or 
that which, awakens ; an awakener. 

1823 Mechanic’s Mag. No. 7. 108 The newly invented 
Hydraulic Expergefactor rings a bell at the time when a 
person wishes to rise. 

t Expe*rgefy, v. Obs.~° [ad. L. expergefac - 
ere : see prec. and -ey.] trans. To awaken. 

1623-6 in Cockeram. 

t Expergi'scence. Oh. rare- 1 , [f. L. ex- 

pergiscent-e?n , pr. pple. of expergiset to awake, be 
awakened : see -ence.] An awaking from sleep. 

<21734 North Lives (1890) III. 144 If it will save him 
I should perceive a plain expergiscence though I had no 
sense of drowsiness. 

Experience (ekspl»*riens\ sb. Also 4-6 ex- 
periens, -ians, -yens, 5-6 experyence. [a. Fr. 
experience , ad. L. experienlta, f. expei'ient-em, pr. 
pple. of experirl to try, put to the test] 

T 1. The action of putting to the test ; trial. To 
make experience of: to make trial of. Obs. 

1388 Wyclif Gen. xiii. 15 Now y schal take experience 
[1382 experyment] of 30U. 1393 Gower Conf. I. 14 At 

Avynon thexperience Therof hap ioue an euidence. 1396 
Spenser F.Q. ' v. i. 7 Of all the which. .She ■ [Astraea] caused 
him [Artegall] to make experience Vpon wild beasts. 1631 
Shirley School of Complement 1, i, Make Experience of my 
loyalty, ^by some service. 1668 Wilkins Real Char. Ep. 
Ded. A ij b, The Art of Shorthand . . much wondered at by 
Travailers, that have seen the experience of it in England. 

+ b. A tentative procedure; an operation per- 
formed in order to ascertain or illustrate some 
; truth ; an experiment. Obs. 

c 1384 Chaucer H. Fame 11. 280 , 1 prove it. .Be experience, 
for if that thou Threw in a water now, a stone [etc.]. cx<po 
Pallad. on Husb. vm. 47 Nowe have I made inoculacton 
Of pere and appultree : the experience Hath preved wel. 
1576 Baker Jewell of H ealth 112 a, The Aucthour. .hath 
both seene, and done many experiences worthy memorie; 
*649 Blithe Eng. Improv. Impr. ( 1653) 6° Th^y will tell you 
j a story of I know not what experiences they have made, 
j when alas they never knew that an Experiment must hold 
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in alt its parts. 1678 R. R[ussell] Geber n. t. rv. !. 86 All 
which, .we shall. . declare, with their Causes and with easie 
Experiences. 1763 Eliz. Carter in Pennington Mem. 
(.28x6)!. 301 ,1 was. .assured, by people who have made the 
experience, that [etc.]. 

1 2. Proof by actual trial ; practical demonstra- 
tion. To put in experience : to fulfil in practice. 
Ohs . ; passing into 3 . 

CX391 Chaucer Astral, n. § 1, I.. found the point of my 
rewle , . a lite with-in the degree & than baddy of this con- 
clusioun the ful experience. 1393 Gower Conf II. 238 Thus 
hath this king experience, How fooles done the reverence 
To : gold. 1447 Bokenham Seyntys (Roxb.) 5, I had hereof 
good experyence. c 1489 Caxton Sonnes of Aymon xxii 
469 Ye maye well perceyve the experyence of it every day. 
1494 F abyan Chron. v. cxix. 96 Augustyne. . warnyd them. . 
that . . they shuld . . receyue warre and wreche ; the whiche 
was after put in experience by Ethelfridus Kynge of North- 
umberland. 1594 Marlowe & Nashe Dido iv. iv, And now 
to make experience of my love, F air sister Anna, lead my lover 
forth. 1614 Raleigh Hist. World II. v. i. §1. 261 The ex- 
perience that Pyrrhus hath giuen, of the Roman power, in 
his dayes. 17x3 De Foe Fam. Instruct. 1. in. (1841) I. 58, 
I have a full experience of that, and thought my happiness 
always complete in it. 

8 . The actual observation of facts or events, con- 
sidered as a source of knowledge. 

1377 Langland P. PI. B. xviii. 151 Thorw experience. . I 
hope Ri shal be saued. 1563 Fulke Meteors (1640) 13 
Therefore the Mariners by experience trying, that one 
flame, .signified tempest at hand, supposed the same flame 
to be the goddess Helena . 1577 B. Googe Heresbach's 
Hush. nr. (1586) x2i b, To poure into his mouth wine and 
oyle. .we finde by experience, is verye good. 1651 Wittie 
tr. Primrose's Pop. Err. 1. xiv. 51 Experience teaeheththat 
Agarick purges fleame, 1736 Butler .ri nail. ii. 35 It is not 
so much a Deduction of Reason, as a Matter of Experience. 
1764 Goldsm. Trav, 371 Just experience tells ..That those 
that think must govern those that toil 1785 Reid Int. 
Powers 627 Experience informs us only of what has been, 
but never of what must be. 1830 Herschel Stud. Nat. 
Phil. 11. i. (rSsi) 76 The. .only ultimate source of our know- 
ledge of nature and its laws, . experience ; by which we 
mean.. the accumulated experience of all mankind in all 
ages, registered in books or recorded by tradition, 1851 
Helps Friends in C. 1 . 19 By making men as gods, enabling 
them to understand without experience. 1863 [Sir J. F. 
Stephen] Ess. by a Barrister 329 Daily experience informs 
us of the consequences. 

4. The fact of being consciously the subject of 
a state or condition, or of being consciously affected 
by an event. Also an instance of this ; a state or 
condition viewed subjectively ; an event by which 
one is affected. 

1382 Wyclif Gen. xxx. 27 Laban seide to him. .thurtj ex- 
peryens Y haue lernyd for God hath blissid to me for thee. 
c 1386 Chaucer Wife's Frol, x Experiens..were ynough for 
me To speke of wo that is in manage. 14 . . Purific. Marie 
in Twiddle's Pis. 129 To have experiens Only of chyldyng. 
£•1532 Dewes Jntroa.' Fr. in Palsgrave 1049 Please God 
that ye understande it by experiens. 1613 J. Stephens 
Satir. Ess , (ed. 2) 172 A complete man. .knowes what ex- 
perience can teach, but is not taught by experience. 1693 
C. Mather Wand, hvuis. Worlds Churches, whose Com- 
municants have been seriously examined about their Ex- 
perience of Regeneration, 1846 H awtiiorne Mosses ( 1883) 
47. A man of science who . . had made experience of a 
spiritual affinity more attractive than any chemical one. 
1848 Macaulay Hist. Eng. II. 254 Both, had learned by 
experience how soon James forgot obligations. 1874 Miss 
Mulock My Mother fy I 8 Many another girl has gone 
thro’ a similar experience. 1878 Hooker & Ball Morocco 
269 Another unlooked-for experience was in store for us. 

b. In religious use : A state of mind or feeling 
forming part of the inner religious life ,* the mental 
history (of a person) with regard to religious emo- 
tion. Also attrib ., esp. in Experience-meeting. \ a 
meeting (e.g, a Methodist class meeting or love- 
feast) held for the recital of religious experiences. 

1674 Owen Holy Spirit (1693) 49 Testified unto by the Ex- 
perience of them that truely believe. 1684 Bunyan Pilgr. 
n, 47 marg n A Repetition of Christiana’s Experience. 
a *758 J- Edwards Wks. Ill 32 Those experiences which 
are agreeable to the word of God are right, x84r-4 Emer- 
son Ess. Sep. 1. 256 The rapture of the Moravian and 
Quietist..the experiences of the Methodists, are varying 
forms [etc.]. 1834 H. Miller Foofpr. Creat. xiii. (1874) 235 
Ought the Christian controversialist to avail himself, in this 
question, of the experience argument ? 1837 Goodrich Re- 
coil.!. 214 [At these meetings] there was praying, and ex- 
horting, and telling experiences, and singing, .sentimental 
religious hymns. 

5. In senses 3, 4 often personified ; esp. in various 
proverbial phrases. 

c 1430 Nun 150 m E.E. P.142 1 What ys yowr name, dame 
empryse? Sche seyde ‘ myname ys experience.’ 1578 Timme 
Calvin on Gen. 249 Experience, .is the schoolmaistresse of 
fooles. 1390 Sir J. Smyth. Disc. Weapons Sig. *2 b. Ex- 
perience is the mother of Science. x6xx Shaks. Cymb. iv. ii. 
34 Experience, oh thou.disproou’st Report. 1630 Bp. Hall 
Balm Gil. 301 If experience be the mistresse of fools, I am 
sure it is the mother of wisdome. 1667 Decay Chr. Piety 
104 Experience is the daughter of Time. 1826 Disraeli 
Viv. Grey v. i. Experience is the child of Thought. 

6 . What has been experienced ; the events that 
have taken place within the knowledge of an in- 
dividual, a community, mankind at large, either 
during a particular period or generally. 

1607. Norden Surv. Dial. 31, 1 can finde nothing in mine 
experience to contradict your speech. 1739 Robertson 
Hist. Scot . I. vi. 423 Her animosity against the queen of 
Scots was greatly augmented by recent experience, i860 
Mill Repr. Govt . (1863) 141/2 Profound study of Indian 
experience. 


7. Knowledge resulting from actual observation 
or from what one has undergone. 

1353 Eden Treat. Newelnd. I'Arb.) 7 It hardelye agreeth 
with the principles of Philosophic & common experience. 
1600 Shaks. A. Y.L. w.i.26 5^7. Yes, I haue gain’d my ex- 

S irience. Ros. And your experience makes you sad. 1607 
orden Surv. Dial.39, I have no further experience of you 
then the bare report of my Tenant. 2658 Sir T. Browne 
Hydriot . Ep. Ded., Having no old experience of the Dura- 
tion of their Relics. 1791 Gouv. Morris in Sparks Life § 
Writ. (1832) III. 20 .Most men have the generosity.to pay 
for their own experience. 2860 Tyndall Glac. 1. ii. 22, I 
had had hut little experience of alpine phenomena. 

+ b. A piece of experimental knowledge; a 
fact, maxim, rule, or device drawn from or approved 
by experience ; concr. something expertly fash- 
ioned. Obs. 

1370 Dee Math. Pref. 24 This Arte [Astrology] is fur- 
nished with many other great Artes and experiences. 
1577 B. Googe Heresbach's Hiesb. iv. (2586) 270 Some 
have an other experience for this purpose, and that is 
Potshardes beaten small . . and given unto them [Doves]. 
1388 Shaks. L. L. L. iii. i. 27 liow hast thou purchased 
this experience ? 2621 Bolton Stat. I ret. 330. Sir Percy 
Sidney . . hath . . found amongst other experiences the 
great abuse of the clergie there. 1637 T; Barker Art 
of Angling { 1659) sr, I have found an experience [i. e. 
salmon roe as bait] of late which you may angle with, and 
take great store of this kind of fish. 2669 Sturmy Mari- 
ners Mag. 1. ii. 14, I will add one old approved Experience 
for the Mariners use . . that is, to cut Hair, the Moon in 
[Taurus, etc.]. 1670-98 Lassels Voy. Italy II, 128 Here I 
saw the. schools, .full of pretty curiosities and experiences. 
Mechanical, Mathematical, and Hydraulical. 

8 . The state of having been occupied in any de- 
partment of study or practice, in affairs generally, 
or in the intercourse of life ; the extent to which, 
or the length of time during which, one has been 
so occupied ; the aptitudes, skill, judgement, etc. 
thereby acquired. 

1483 Caxton Cato A viij, He ought to haue thexperience . . 
to knowe what thynge right is. 2494 Fabyan Chron. 3 To 
theym that .. haue in Cronycles full experyence. 1309 
Fisher Fun. Serm. C'tess Richinond'NV.s. 292 The duke of 
suthfolke. .was a man of grete experyence. 1521-2 Act 3 
Hen. VIM , c. 11 To the perfecte knowlege.wherof bee 
requisite bothe grete lemyng and ripe experience. 1586 J. 
Hooker Girald. Irel. 11. xl. in Holinshed, By reason of 
their continual! wars they are very valient, bold, and of 
great experiences. 2391 Shaks. Two Gent. n. iv. 69 His 
yeares but yong, but his experience old. 2647 Clarendon 
Hist. Reb. 1. U702) I. 38 Observations, and Reflections; 
out of which, that, which is commonly call’d Experience, is 
constituted. 1709 Steele Tatler No. 98 f 2 You are stricken 
in Years, and have had great Experience in the World. 
173578 Bolingbroke On Parties 2 There is need of . . those 
Habits in Business called Experience. 1770 Burke Corn. 
(1844* I 240 His experience in the world is but moderate. 
1828 Whately Rhet. 11. § 7 The authority derived from Expe- 
rience. 

transf. 1880 Miss Bird Japan I. 124 Making a difficult 
meal from a fowl of much experience. 

Experience (ekspie-riens), v. [f. prec. sb.] 

I. tl* trans. To make trial or experiment of; 
to put to the test ; to test, try. Obs. 

*533 y>ixoT Cast. Helthe m. vi. (1541) 62b, In extreme 
necessitie it were better experience some remedy, than to do 
nothynge. 1670 G. H. Hist . Cardinals ii.ui. 195 Alexander 
. .experienc’d him in some intricate business, and found him 
a person of worth. 1681 Chetham Anglers Vade-m. iv. 
$ 14 1 1689)46 Having never experienced them for these Fish, 
I dare not be positive. 1774 Pennant Tour-Scot, in 2772, 
368 Persuade their governess to experience their zeal. 1780 
m Picton Upool Mimic. Rec. (1886) II. 200 That theexpences 
of the Sessions dinners, .be experienced for a few Sessions. 

fb. To ascertain or prove by experiment or 
observation ; chiefly with sentence as ohj. Also 
rarely, To prove or reveal (a thing) to (a person) 
by experience. Obs. 

1533 Elyot Cast. Heltke (1541) Giijb, I my selfe have 
often experienced, the best remedy is [etc.]. 1656-7 Bur- 
ton's Diary (1828) I. 333 This Quartermaster.. had. one 
hundred good horses in town, .for what purpose time will 
experience.^ 1690 Lady Russell Lett. cxvi. II. 80 This trial 
has. .experienced to me ray sad weakness. 1750 tr. Leo- 
nardus' Mirr. Stones 82 It has been experienced, that if it 
be hung about the neck, it will cure the epilepsy. 

2. To have experience of; to meet with; to feel, 
suffer, undergo. 

1588 Parke tr. Mendoza's Hist. China 349 [He] declared 
unto them, as one that had experienced the same, the re- 
warde of that gdod deede. 1645 Saltmarsh Open. Prynne's 
New Bk. 3 We experience in part some remainders of Pre- 
lacy. 1646 — S moke in T emple 56 [The author defends his 
use of the verb (see prec. quot.) on the ground that useful 
neologisms are permissible]. 1736 Butler A nal. 1. ii. Wks. 
1874 1. 45 The whole passage is. .applicable to what we ex- 
perience in the present world. 2773 J. Allen Serm. St. 
Mary's Oxf. 2$ Sbty viho experience his loving kindness. 
1847 Mrs, A, Kerr HistServia 334 He was himself soon to 
experience a similar fate, i860 Tyndall Glac. 1. xviii. 229 , 1 
experienced no trace of mountain sickness. 

b. To learn (a fact) by experience ; to find. 
With direct obj. and compl. inf., or with sentence 
as obj. Now rare. 

1580^ Sir P. Sidney Arcadia (1613) 207 Pamela, .had now 
experienced how much care doth sollieite a lovers heart. 
1736 Butler Anal. 1. HI. 65 The divine government, which 
we experience ourselves under the present state. 1739 
Labelyk Short Acc . Piers Westm. Bridge 63 That River is 
experienced not rapid enough to occasion any Damage to 
the Piers of those Bridges. 1796 H. Hunter tr. St.-Pierre's 
Stud. Nat. (1799) III. 621 , 1 then experienced what I knew 


before hand, that there are [etc.]. 1858 Hawthorne Fr. «f> 
It. Jrnls. I. 88 , 1 have experienced that a landscape and the 
sky unfold the deepest beauty. 

C. transf. 01 a thing : To meet with, undergo. 
2786 T. Jefferson Writ. (1859) II. 24 The treaties, have 
experienced greater delay than was expected. 1794 Sulli- 
van View Nat. 1 . 217 Holland oftenexperiences a degree of 
cold greater than countries placed under higher latitudes. 
1828 J. M. Spearman Brit. Gunner i,ed. 2) 298 The resist- 
ance experienced by the - base of the cone. 1888 Burgon 
Lives 12 Gd. Men II, xii. 420 His bodily strength was., 
visibly experiencing decay. 

d. To experience religion : to be converted. U. S. 
a 2852 Mrs. Whitcher Widow Bedott Papers (1883) xx. 
80 He was a wonderful pious pedlar, .had jest experienced 
religion. 1868 O. W. Holmes Guard. Angel xii, Some 
went so far as to doubt if she had ever experienced religion, 
for all she was a professor. _ 1891 Mrs. K. D, Wiggin 
Timothy's Quest. 236 You’d think nobody ever experienced 
religion afore, he’s so set up ’bout it. 

t H. 3. a. To give experience to ; to make ex- 
perienced ; to train (soldiers). Also, in passive : 
To be informed or taught by experience (Const, of 
or with subord. clause). Ohs. 

<-1534 tr. Pol. Verg. Eng. Hist. (Camden) I. 64 Well ex- 
perienced that mistruste or confidence depended on the 
first casualltie of the battaile. 1607 Topsell Four f. Beasts 
(2673) 249 The Foot-men . . being experienced to run sud- 
denly with the Horse men, leaped into the battail. 1612 W. 
Parkes Curtaiue-Dr. (2876) 33 Whom no tryall can experi- 
ence, whom no destruction can forewarne. 1621 Lady M. 
Wroth Urania 509 Able toheare of Cupid, though not . . 
experienced by wound of his force. 1627 Sir R. Cotton 
Short View in Phenix I. 70 The King, by this experienced 
of the intents of his rebellious lords, and finding, etc. 1634 
Whitlock Zootomia 567 Experience thy Soule in the com- 
forts of Christs dying. 

t b. To gain experience in, practise the use of 
(arms). Ohs. rare. 

1727 W. Harte Statius' 6th Thebaid 24 The youthful 
sailors. .Their arms experience, and for sea prepare. 

Experienced (eksple-rienst), ppl . a. Also 
6-7 -enc*t,-enst. [f. Experience sb. and v. + -ed*.] 
1. Of persons, their faculties and powers ; occas. 
of animals, and humorously of inanimate things : 
Having experience ; wise or skilful through ex- 
perience. Const, in , f of 
1576 J. Knewstub Confut (1579) Q ij b, Men not experi- 
enced of his goodness particularly must needs think, etc. 
1592 Chettle Kind-harts Dr. (1841) 28 The worshipfull 
company of experienst chirurgions. 1606 Shaks. Tr. 4- Cr. 
1. iii. 68 To his experienc’d tongue. 1634. Cromwell Sp. 4 
SepMCarlyleY It will be the wisdom of all knowing and 
experienced Christians to do as Jude saith. 1667 Milton 
P. L. 1. 568 He through the armed Files Darts his experi- 
ence eye. 1725 De Foe Voy. round World (1840') 328 A 
crew of fifty men, all able and experienced sailors. 1727 Swift 
Vanbrugh's House , Th’ experienc’d bricks that knew their 
trade. 1832 Kt. Martineau Hill Valley ii. 29 The stray 
sheep may come back experienced in pasturage. 1849 Tho- 
reau Week Concord Riv, Saturday 27 His old experienced 
coat hanging, .straight and brown as the yellow pine back. 
2853 Macaulay Hist. Eng. IV. 325 At that Board sate 
Godolphin the most prudent and experienced . . of finan- 
ciers. 

absol. 1612 Brinsley Lud Lit. 276 Graue testimonies., 
of the. .wisest, and most experienced. 1838 Lytton Alice 
13 The young ever wonder why the experienced should be 
sad. 

f 2. Of remedies, etc. : Tested, tried, approved. 
1569 R. Androse (title), Alexis* Secrets, .containing 680 
and odd experienced naedecines. 1641 Best Farm. Bks. 
(Surtees) 1 The experienced adage ‘ omne animal general 
sibi simile ’. 1676 Hale Contempt. 1. a It is the most certain, 
known, experienced truth in the World that all men must 
die. 1780 Johnson Let. Mrs. Thrale 24 Aug., To .. 
counteract by experienced remedies every new tendency. 

3. Met with in the course of experience ; felt, 
suffered, undergone. 

1604 Stirling A urora Song n. 8 For long experienc’d wo 
well witnesse beares, That teares cannot quench sighes. 
1633 P. Fletcher Purple 1 st. xn, xxxvii, Too well we know 
his power by long experience harms. 1686 R. Dunning 
Overseer of Poor 7 The experienced effects of our Method. 
1849-50 Ausou Hist. Europe VIII. Ii. § 11. 235 A cautious 
and guiltless reformation of experienced grievances. 

Hence j* Expe’rieacedly adv., by experience. 
1617 Strafford in Browning Life 289 , 1 having felt [him] 
experiencedly to be very little friendly towards me. 

Experienceless (ekspT-riensles), a. [f. Ex- 
perience sb. + -less.] Having no experience. 

1875 Browning A ristoph. Apol. 167 Unobservant or ex- 
perienceless. xZZx Amer. Missionary {TR.Y .) July 189 They 
started out homeless , , and experienceless. 

Experiencer (ekspirriensai). [f. Experi- 
ence &.+-erT] 

1. One who experiences something. 

1862 F. Hall Hindu Philos t Syst. 214 Neither doer, not* 
experiencer. 1889 Wright Chalice of Carden xiii. 92 A 
fine enthusiasm, of such potency., that,. the experiencer 
of it has already in imagination attained unto the end. 

1 2 . One who makes experiments. Obs. 

1644 Digby Nat. Bodies viii. 4 A curious experiencer did 
affirme, that the likenesse of any obiect [etc. ]. Hence 1735 
in Johnson, 1773 in Ash, and in mod. Diets. 

t Expediency. Obs. rare. In 6 experiensie, 
-ensy. [ad. L. experientia : see Experience sb. 
and -ency.] = Experience sb. 6, 7. 

1556 J. Heywood Spider F. liii. 33 Unknowne to all 
that haue not felinglie Felt of the same, in their experi- 
ensie. Ibid. lvii. 101 Hauing in all times had experiensy, 
Of rashe beginning of war. 
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f Expe*rient ? a. and .?/>. Obs. [ad. L. expe- 
rient-em : see Experience jA] 

A . adj. Having experience ; *= Experienced i. 
Experient of: acquainted with. 

c 2420 Pattad. on Husb. ir. 96 The wardeyne with his 
rodde experient May be therof thourgh putting every went 
[i.e. space dug], c 1523 Barclay tr, Mancini's Mirr. Gd. 
Manners H iiij b, The manner . . Of a wyse Phesician or 
Leche experient. 1605 Chapman All Fooles Plays 1873 I. 
121 Which wisedome sure he learn’dOf his experient father. 
1630 Lord Per sees 29 The knowledge of the latter in these 
experient times seemeth unnecessary. 

absol. 1642 Herle Fuller Ausw. to Feme To Rdr. 1 No 
man can write well of it, but he must, .eate the Roll . . the 
experient herein are only eloquent. 

B. sb. Something experienced, tested, or tried. 
1605 Timme Quersif. in. 156 This noble experient 
Experiential (ekspD:ri,e*nJal), a. [f. L. ex- 

perienti-a (see Experience sb.) + ~al.] Of or 
pertaining to experience or observation ; based on 
or derived from experience. , Experiential philo- 
sophy : the system which regards all knowledge as 
derived from experience. So experiential philo- 
sopher , doctrine , etc. 

1816 Coleridge Statesm. Man. App. p. xi, The un- 
derstanding or experiential faculty, unirradiated by the 
reason.. has no appropriate object but the material world. 
1836-7 Sir W. Hamilton MetapKX 1877) I. iii. 54 It is 
called empirical or experiential . . because it is given us by 
experience or observation.. 1871 M orley Voltaire (1886) 67 
The same method . . presided over the birth of the experi- 
ential psychology. 1874 Carpenter Ment. Phys. 1. ii. § 58 
The experiential acquirement of knowledge. 1882-3 H. D. 
Calderyvood in Schaff Encycl. Re tig. Knowl. 1224. The 
sceptical assault of Hume on the experiential philosophy. 

Hence Experie mtialism, the theory or doctrine 
that all knowledge is derived from experience. 
Experiemtialist, a supporter of, or a believer in, 
experientialism. Experie*ntially adv., with re- 
gard to experience, in experience. 

1865 .Masson Rec. Brit. Philos. 37 As Mr. Mill has used 
the.adjective ‘ Experiential’ . . perhaps the substantive Ex- 
perientialism . . might be brought, in to use. 1870 Contemp. 
Rev. XIV. 286 The Experientialists are always saying to 
the Axiomatic moralists, * You do not understand— we be- 
lieve in Conscience just as much as you do.' 1876 Fox 
Bourne Locke II. x. 114 Locke’s piety.. did not make him. 
less of an experientialist or utilitarian. 

1647 H. More Song 0/ Soul 1. Introd. 12/1 This trinall 
effect or spirituall influence on the Soul is experientially true. 
1697 J*. Sergeant Solid Philos. 124 The Reflex Act is ex- 
perientially known by the very Act it self. 1887 Mrs. C. 
Reade Maid o' . the Mill I. xvii. 246 He is, socially, as 
well as experientially, vastly her superior. 

+ Expe*riently, adv. Obs. [f. Experient + 
-LY ^.] By or in experience ; experimentally. 

1413 Lydg. Pilgr. Sowle v. xiv. (14831 107 Bodely thynges 
ye men knowen experyently. 1504 tr. T. & Kevtpis 278 
That I may experyently haue the heuenly manna. 

Experiment (ekspe'riment). Also 4 - 5 ' 
-yment, 6 -imente. [a. OF. experiment, ad. L. 
experiment-um, n. of action f. expertri to try.] 

1. The action of trying anything, or putting it 
to proof; a test, trial; esp. in phrases, To make, 
f take (an) experiment. Const, of. Now some- 
what arch., and conveying some notion of sense 3 . 

1382 [see Experience sb. 1 quot 1388]. 1542 Udall in 
Lett. Lit. Men (Camden) 7 Oons again to take experimente 
of me. 1598 Shaks . Merry W. tv. ii. 36 To make another 
experiment of his suspition. 1618 Wither. Motto , ‘ Nec 
Careo ’ (1633) 533) I want not much experiment to show 
That all is good God pleaseth to bestow. 1691 T. H[ale] 
Acc. New Invent. 6 The making the first Experiment thereof 
at Portsmouth. 1758 Johnson Idler No. 2 p to He may 
. .make a cheap experiment of his abilities. 1778 Burke 
Gorr. (1844' II. 241 The thing was worth the experiment. 
x8i8 Jas. Mill Brit. India II. iv. iii. 99 A short experi- 
ment of resistance. 1847 Emerson Repr. Men , Napoleon 
Wks. (Bohn) I. 381 Here was an experiment, .of the powers 
of intellect without conscience. 

+ 1). An expedient or remedy to he tried. Obs. 
1586 Cogan Haven Health (1636) 120 The water, .is given 
to drinke. .as a certaine experiment. 1657 W . Coles A dam 
in Eden lxxviii. You will find it a sure Experiment for the 
Quinsey. x 676 Lister in Ray's Corr. (18481 124 The vine- 
gar. .from Gallium Iuteum, which I have tried, and is a rare 
experiment. 1719 De Foe Crusoe (1840' I. 146 At length I 
found out an experiment for that, also, which was this, etc.’ 

2. A tentative procedure ; a method, system of 
things, or course of action, adopted in uncertainty 
whether it will answer the purpose. 

1594 Cakew Huarte's Exam. Wits (x6i$) 307 Let him., 
cause some shepheards to try this experiment. 1625 Bacon 
Ess., Innovations (Arb. ) 527 It is good . . not to try Experi- 
ments in States. 1664 Evelyn Kail. Hort. 11729) 194 Begin 
again in ten or twelve Days . . to make Experiments. 1874 
Green Short Hist. viii. 582 Puritanism, .as a political ex- 
periment, .had ended in utter failure. 187s Jowett Plato 
(ed. 2) V. 72 The experiment had never been tried of rea- 
soning with mankind. 

3. An action or operation undertaken in order to 
discover something unknown, to test a hypothesis, 
or establish or illustrate some known truth. 

a. in science. ; ■ # ■ . # 

1362 Langl. P. PI. A. xt. 1 57 Experiments of Alconomye 
Of Alberdes makynge, Nigromancye and perimancie. C1400 
Lanfratic's Cirurg. 7 (MS. A.) Confermynge my wordis . . 
wi]> experiment )>at I have lodge tyme used. *47* Ripley 
Comp. Alchi in Ashm. (1652) 189 Many Experyments I have 
had in hond. 1594 Plat (title), Diverse new and conceited 


Experiments from which there may be sundrie both pleasing ' 
and profitable uses drawne. 1690 Locke II tun. Und. iv. 
xii. § 10 A Man accustomed to rational and regular Ex- 
periments, shall be able [etc.]. 1717 J. Keill Anim. 

CEcon. 11738)417 An Observation or Experiment carefully 
made, .leads us with greater Certainty to the Solution. 1842 
W. Grove Corr. Pkys. Forces ( 1850)50 If the experiment 
be performed in an exhausted receiver. . the substance form- j 
mg the electrodes is condensed, 

b. gen. (transf) 

3597 Hooker Eccl. Pol. v. 12 The gathering of principles 
out of their owne particular experiments. 2750 Hume Lib. 
tjr Necess: 134 These records of wars [etc.] are so many col- 
lections of experiments, by which the politician, .fixes the 
principles of his science. 

f e. The object experimented on ; the subject 
of an experiment Obs. rare. 

a 1678 Marvell Let. Sir % Trott Wks. 1. 431 Where you 
yourselves are the experiment. 

4. The process or practice of conducting such 
operations ; experimentation. 

1678 R.JR[ussell] Geber iii. 11. 1. viii, 16 r This is proved 
by Experiment. 2751 Watts Improv, Mind i. § 4 (1801) 17 
This sort of observation • is called experiment. 2794 J, 
Hutton Philos. Light , etc. 117 Experiment is the wise de- 
sign of a scientific mind, inquiring after the order of events. 
283a Herschel Stud. Nat. Phil. 76 By putting in action 
causes ind agents over which we have control, and pur- 
posely varying them combinations, and noticing what effect 
takes place; this is experiment, a 1862 Buckle Civiliz. 
(18691m. v. 462 Experiment, .is merely experience artifici- 
ally modified. 

t5. Practical acquaintance with a person or 
thing ; experience ; an instance of this. Const, of 
2360 Rolland Crt. Venus 11. 662 He thairof had na ex- 
periment. 2586 A. Day Eng. Secretary 1, (1625) 101 Of his 
. .good behaviour [I] have Fad sound and large experiment. 
C1645 Howell Lett. (,1650) II. 113, I know by som experi- 
ments which I have had of you. 1699 Bentley Phal. Pref. 

4, I speak from Experiment. 1742 Middleton Cicero (ed. 3) 

II. vii. 255 This first experiment of Caesar's clemency. 

+ 0. Practical proof ; a specimen, an example. 

2526 Pilgr. Perf. (W. de W. 2531) 209 b, By apparicyons 
and many argumentes and experymentes . . he appered to 
his discyples. 2578 Timme Calvin on Gen. 264 This is a 
true experiment of our obedience, a 2628 Preston New 
Covt . (1634) 302, I will give you an experiment of it; you 
shall see two notable examples of it. 1684 tr. Eutropius 
vii. 177 [He] could not shew any experiment of himself. . 
for. .when he was beat in a skirmish. . He kill'd him self. 

Experiment (eksperiment), v. [f. prec. sb.] 

T i- trans. To have experience of ; to experience ; 
to feel, suffer. Obs. 

1483 Caxton ALsop 3 And these thynges sene and ex- 
perymented. Esope retourned to his labour. 1503 Skeph. 
Kalender Iii, He shall, .expery ment evili fortunes, a 1577 
Gascoigne Wks. {15871 Ep., But a man of middle yeares 
who hath to his cost experimented the vanities of youth. 
2627-77 Feltham Resolves 1. xxv. 44 Having so often ex- 
perimented his juggling. 1659 Hammond On Ps. iii. 7 
Paraphr. 23 Thy fatherly mercy, .so often experimented by 
me. 2727 A. Hamilton New A cc. E. Ind. L viii. 86 Having 
experimented the Turkish wholesom Chastisements of 
plundring and bastonading. 

f 2. To ascertain or establish by trial (a fact, 
the existence of anything, etc.). Also with obj. 
and compl. inf., and with sentence as obj. Obs. 

2482 Caxton Myrr. t. v. 22 Til they had experimented 
whiche was trewe, and who knewe most. 1561 Hollybush 
Horn. Apoth. 27 a, Thys helpeth very well and is experi- 
mented. 2364 Haward Eutropius 11. 19 They had.. ex- 
perimented that they wer of great force upon the sea. 1381 
J. Bell H addon's A nsw. Csor. A iv, The greater part . . we 
have allready experimented to be accomplished in these our 
dayes. 2699 Dampier Voy. II. in. 50 This I . .experimented 
by exposing a couple of Goats to the Asperity thereof. 2755 
B. Martin Mag. Arts Sc. iii.xi. 382 That may be easily 
experimented in a small Bird. 182a Southey Omniana I. 
258 What is more wonderful, and . . may be experimented 
every day. 

1 3. To make an experiment upon, make trial of, 
test, try. Obs. 

1524 Wolsey in Strype Eccl. Mem. I. App. xii. 24 The 
said viceroy [of Naples] wolde. .experiment batail with the 
..French king. 1538 Warde tr. Alexis' Seer. (1568) 42 a, 
The ponder that was experimented in England. _ 2394 
Carew tr. Huarte's Exam. Wits ( 2626) i8x In experiment- 
ing of medicines, hee should kill an uifinit number of 
persons. 2692 Luttrell BrieJ RclA 2857) II. 559 Yester- 
day the duke of Leinster's engine for working of wrecks 
was experimented on the Thames, 1703 T. N. City <$• C. 
Purchaser 91, I could very well experiment the strength 
of Mortar. 2776 Extick London I. 309 Several articles 
were proposed to be experimented, and if found good ., 
to be confirmed. 

4. intr. To make an experiment or experiments. 
Const, on ; also in indirect passive. 

2787 W. Marshall Norfolk. I. 366 The laudable spirit of 
experimenting. 2837 Goring & Pritchard Microgr. 193 
A person who has experimented with a reflector. 2837 
Kingsley Th. in Gravel-pit Misc. II. 388 The more I ex- 
periment, .the more unexpected puzzles and wonders I find. 
2880 Richardson in Med. Temp. Jmt.yz To compel those 
experimented on to abide by the definition.' , 

Experimental (ekspeirimemtal), a. and sb. 
[f. as pree. +-AL.] A. adj. 

I. Relating to experience. 
f 1. a. Of a witness: Having actual or personal 
experience of anything, b. Of things : Coming 
within the range of experience ; observed. Obs. 

c 1449 Pecock Repr. iv. iv. 448 The same h<xd noumbre 
of homeli and experimental witnessers of Cristis deedis. 
1620 Melton Astrolog. 29 It is vneerteine whether the ex- 


perimental! effect is to he ascribed to this or that planet. 
2704 Newton Optics iii. (1721) 364 We have no other evi- 
dence of universal impenetrability, besides a large experi- 
ence, without an experimental exception. 2749-32 Biv 
Lavington Enthus. Meth. «y Papists (1754) 218 Of this- 

he himself is an experimental witness. 

2. a. Based on or derived from experience as 
opposed to mere testimony or conjecture. F Of 
a remedy : Discovered by experience, b. Founded 
on experience only ; empirical. 

2526 Pilgr. Per/. (W. de W. 1331) 46 b, Experymentall 
knowlege of the heuenly lyfe to come. 2399 Shaks. Much 
Ado iv i. 268 Trust not my reading, nor my obseruations, 
Which with experimental seal dothe warrant The tenure of 
my booke. 2608 TorsELi. Serpents 5^4 A certain experi- 
mental unguent known to be practised in this sport, made of 
the oyl pressed out of wilde radish. 2635 W. Wood (title) 
NevvEnglands Prospect. A true, lively, and experimental! 
description of that part of America, commonly called Nevy 
England. 2668 Excellency of Pen fy Pencil 46 An experi- 
mental Rule practised by the best Etcher in England. 1709 
Berkeley Th. Vision § 72 Not a necessary but only an 
experimental connexion. 1869 Goulburn Purs. Holiness 
Pref. 20 To bring myself and others to an experimental 
knowledge of Goa. 1879 Keanf. tr. Lefevre's Philos, ii. 241 
Aristotle never ceases to oppose science to experimental 
knowledge. 

c. Experimental religion : practical experience 
of the influence of religion on the powers arid 
operations of the soul. T Experimental divinity : 
the method of dealing with the conscience and 
religious feelings ; so experimental divine. 

2624 Bp. Hall Episi. 1. vii, The one excelled in experi- 
mental! divinity ; and knewe well how to stay a weake con- 
science, how to raise a fallen. 1658 L. Womock Exam. 
Titenus 85, I was never much taken with those Obadiahs. . 
give me your experimental! Divines. 

II. Relating to experiment. 

3. Based on, derived from, or ascertained by 
experiment. 

2370 Dee Math. Pref. 30 That, was rather a Hnde of 
Experimentall demonstration. 1674 C. Goodall College 
Phys.. Vind. (1676) 89 Their experimental demonstrations of 
the circulation of the Chyle. 1830 Herschel Stud. Nat. 
Phil. 73 Legislation and politics become gradually regarded 
as experimental sciences. 2881 Carpenter in 29 th Cent. 6x3 
Experimental evidence has not yet . . been obtained of the 
direct penetration of the solar rays to more than 100 fathoms; 

b. Experimental Philosophy : (a) the philo- 
sophy which insists on experiment as the necessary 
foundation and test of all reasoned conclusions. 
(b) Physics or ‘ natural philosophy’ as studied or 
demonstrated by means of experiments (now rare). 
So also, experimental chemistry , physics , science . 
Hence experimental philosopher, chemist , etc. 

1632 G. Thomson (title), A vindication of Lord Bacon, the 
Auctor of Experimental Philosophy. 1665 Glanvill Seeps. 
Sci. 68 All experimental philosophers have been needlessly 
imployed. 1706 S. Clarke On the Evidences Pref. Aiij, 
Robert Boyle was . . diligent and successful in improving 
experimental philosophy. 1809 Med. Jml. XXI. 275 Lec- 
tures.. at Guy’s Hospital, .[on] Experimental Philosophy. 
2819 Panto logi a. Experimental Philosophy is an investiga- 
tion of the wisdom of God in the works and laws of nature. 
1871-3 Cassells Techn Educ. II. 303 A physician and ex- 
perimental chemist. 2887 J. Thomas Diet. Bwg. 1. 421 Boyle 
. .a celebrated chemist and experimental philosopher. 

transf. 2796 Burke Let. Noble Ld. Wks. VIII. 53 
As speculates he [the Duke of Bedford] is a glorious 
subject for their experimental philosophy. 

4. Of persons: Skilled in experiment, rare. 

x 8x1 Pinkerton Petral. II. 421 A more candid and equit- 
able judge cannot be invoked than the patient and experi- 
mental Saussure. 

5. Of the nature of an experiment ; tentati ve. 

1818 Jas. Mill Brit. India I. 1. i. 16 A first and experi- 
mental attempt. 2837 Ruskin Pol. Econ. A rt 33 A young 
man’s work, .may be more or less experimental. 

0. Of or pertaining to experiments ; used in or 
for making experiments. 

1792 A. Young Trav. France 213 Signore Arduino .. 
shewed me the experimental farm. 2822 Sir H. Davy 
Chem. Philos. Introd. 9, I have . . received much useful 
experimental aid from Mr. E. Davy. 2869 Tyndall in 
Fortn . Rev. 1 Feb. 236 The experimental tube now before 
you. 2882 N. Lockyer in Nature No. 617. 398 The spec- 
trum of potassium, .varies very much uuder different ex- 
perimental conditions. 

fB. sb. Obs. [The adj. used absol. 
a. A trial, an experiment, b. An experimental 
proof, e. A fact or datum of experience, d. pL 
Things learned by experience ; experimental or 
practical knowledge. ; . , ’ 

a, 2639; C. Noble Moderate A nsw. to Immod. Queries 1 
Experimental that have been made, .what kind of Govern- 
ment would best go down. 

b. 1664 Power Exp. Philos, n. 130 Pre-demonstrate 
them, by calculation, before the Senses give an Experi- 
mental thereof 

C. 2628 1 ’. Spencer Logic 5 Art is made, when as one 
vniversall thing, is framed out of many experimentalls. 
2632 N. Bacon Disc. Govt. Eng. 11. xi. 1 17391 176 Whose 
Counsels are. . Notionary, and grounded, .not upon expert-. 
mentals of most publick concernment. 

d. 2748 Richardson Clarissa III. 361 As to expe- 

rimentals. .a mere novice. 

Experimentalism (ekspe:rime •ntaliz’m.) . [f. 
prec. 4 -ism.] . , 

1. a. The principles of the experimental school 
in philosophy or science ; adherence to empirical 
doctrines, b. Empiricism in practice. 


EXPERIMENTALIST. 


EXPERT, 


4x834 Coleridge in Rem, (1836) III. 159 A scheme of 
physics and physiology compounded of Cartesian Mechanics 
and empiricism (for it was the credulous childhood of ex- 
perimentalism). 1835 Ess. Intuitive Mor. 1 57 If this principle 
of general rules cannot be logically grafted op experimental- 
ism. i860 J. P. Kennedy Rob of Bawl xvi. 183 A ready 
votary of that credulous exper i me ntalism which has filled 
the world with victims to medical imposture. 

2. Experimental research ; the conducting of ex- 
periments. Of. Experimentalist i. rare. 

1842 Frasers Mag. XXVI. 562 He has not the genius of 
experimentalism. 

Experimentalist (ekspeuime-ntalist). [f. as 
prec. + -1 st. 3 

1. One who devotes himself to experimental re- 
search in some branch of science ; one who is 
skilled in performing experiments. 

1762 W. Jones (of Nayland) Ess , Nat. Phil 1. iii. 26 
There is hardly a motion in nature, which this fluid, when 
applied by a diligent experimentalist, is not capable of pro- 
ducing. 1787 W. Marshall Norfolk I. 366 Praise is due 
to every experimentalist in agriculture. 1794 G. Adams 
Nat. 4 Exp. Philos. I. v. 175 The Qualities that distin- 
guish an observer of nature from a mere experimentalist. 
1812 Sir H. Davy Chem. Philos , 20 This person.. was the 
last active experimentalist who believed that transmutation 
has actually been performed. 1881 Lubbock in Nature N o. 
618. 422 Faraday, the prince of pure experimentalists. 

2. One who is fond of trying experiments, or 
who advocates new schemes. 

1828 Whately Rhet.i, iii. § 2 Being regarded as a dan- 
gerous experimentalist. 1857 Toulm. Smith The Parish 
363 Making * districts ' . . seems . . the favourite scheme of 
the experimentalists. 

3. nonce-use. One who has an experimental sense 
of religion. 

1806 A. Knox Serm, I. 34 The. .disagreement between the 
merely moral Christian and the experimentalist. 

Experimentalize (ekspeTimemtaMz), v. [f. 
as prec. + -ize.] intr. To make or try experi- 
ments. Const, on, upon ; also, in indirect pas- 
sive. 

1800 Southey Ufe \ 1850) II. 38 You may experimentalise, 
if you like. X831 Fr. A. Kemble Let . in Rec. Girlhood 
(1878) II. ix. 249 Though a poet should have a strongly 
passionate nature, he should .. be able to.. experimentalize 
with it, 1862 Thornbury Turner I. 64 A few old masters 
that have been experimentalized on. 1873 Symonds Grk. 
Poet 1. 2 We cannot experimentalize upon the process of 
ethnical development. 

Hence Experime-ntalizer, Experimentaliz- 
ing vbl. sb. 

1857 Toulm. Smith The Parish 1 A great saving of time 
and trouble to the experimentalizer. 1882 F. G. Kerr in 
Macm. Mag. XLVI. 448 The device . . left the experimen- 
taliser with a virtual mute on his hands. 1865 Pall Mall 

G. 17 Oct. 10 They continue their guessings and experimen- 
talizings, and wisely continue them. 

Experimentally (ekspe:rime*ntali), adv. [f. 
Experimental a. + -ly 2 .] 

1. By experience ; as the result of experience. 

2593 R. Harvey Philad. 106 Trusting none, but which 

they find certainly, and experimentally true. 1644 Bp. Hall 
Serm. Rem. Wks. (1660) no Those solid divines that ex- 
perimentally know what belongs to the healing of a sinful 
soul. 1674 R. Godfrey Inj. 4 Ab. Physic 25, I speak ex- 
perimentally : for I. . took several, .such poysonous Medi- 
cines. 41716 South Serm. (3744) VII. vii. 133 A king 
..experimentally acquainted with the ways., of flatterers. 
1833 Lamb Elia (i860) 367, I do not understand these mat- 
ters experimentally. 1836 W. Burgh (title). The Divinity 
of Christ experimentally Considered. 

2. By means of experiment. 

1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. in. iv. 1 12 Thus was it . . 
experimentally refuted by one Sestius a Physitian. 1684-5 
Boyle Min. Waters Advt, The way of experimentally ex- 
ploring portions of a Mineral Water. 1762 Foote Orator 
1. Wks. 1799 L 205 Several churches and chapels., where 
the sleep-compelling power will be experimentally demon- 
strated to exist. 1793 Beddoes Math. Evid. Ded. 7 For 
who ever heard of, .Geometry. . being proved experimen- 
tally? 1856 Kane A ret. Expl. I. x. no The curvature 
pf the runners was determined experimentally. 

3. By way of experiment. 

1862 Rep. Dir. E. Ind. Raihv. Co. 15, I proposed a road 
entirely of wrought iron, experimentally, of a mile in 
length. ■ 

t Expe:rimenta*rian, a. and sb. Obs. [f. 
Experiment sb. -h-arian,] 

A. adj. Relying on experiment; * Experi- 
mental. B. sb. One who relies on experiment, 
an experimental philosopher. 

1661 Boyle Examen v. (1682) 46 Mr. Hobbs is pleased to 
call us Experimentarian Philosophers. 1690 — Chr. Vir- 
tuoso i. Wks. 1772 V. 536 Another thing that qualifies an 
experimentarian for the reception of a revealed religion, .is 
that [etc.]. 1816 D. Stewart in Encycl. Brit. Supp. I. 62 
Hobbes . . treating the experimentarian philosophers as ob- 
jects only of contempt. 

t Experime ntate, ppl a. Obs. rare- 1 , [ad. 
Fr. experiment e, pa. pple. of experimenter f. ex- 
periment Experiment. See -ate 2 .] Arising in 
the course of experience ; experimental. 

r65* Biggs New Disp. Pref. 2 And having had an experi- 
mentate opportunity to know, 
t Experime ntate, v. Obs. rare- 1 , [f. Fr. 
experimenter to Experiment : see -ate 3.] tram. 
To make experiment of, to try as an experiment. 

1670 G. H. Hist. Cardinats ni. in. 325 This advertise- 
ment was experimentated by the Heads of the Factions. 
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Experimentation ( ekspeTiment^-Jon). [f 
Experiment v, + -ation. Cf. Fr. experimentation.} 
The action or process of experimenting or making 
experiments ; a series of experiments. 

1675 Petty Disc. Du/>1. Proportion 67 If the jusq length 
of any one Gun hath been well found by good Experimenta- 
tion, then may also be known the length of every Gun. a 1734 
North Lives III. 230 He was. .resolved not to be a subject 
of the artist’s experimentations. 2862 R. PI. Patterson 
Ess. Hist. $ Art 78 Many things in science were deduced 
which only modern experimentation could establish. ^ 1875 

H. C. Wood Therap. (1870) 47 This method of experimen- 
tation can throw but little light upon, etc. 

Experimentalise (ekspe^rimemtativ), a. [f. 
Experiment v + -ative.] Inclined to make or 
venturing upon an experiment ; of the nature of 
an experiment. 

1825 Coleridge Aids Reft. Pref. (1848) I. 19 Without a 
certain portion of gratuitous and . . experimental ve faith in 
the writer. 2885 G. W. Cable in Century Mag. XXIX. 412 
Any experimentative truce. 

f Expe'rimenta-tor . Obs. rare. [f. Experi- 
mentate v. + -or.] a. An experimenter, b. 
One who relies on experiment ; an empiric. 

a. 1651 Biggs New Disp. r 72 As that mechanick experi- 

mentator hath it in his Sylva Sylvarum. a 1691 Boyle 
Contn. New Exp. Wks. 1772 IV. 507 The experiments them- 
selves, and also the design of the experimentators requir- 
ing [etc.]. 2748 Land. Mag 209 The Lead, .would depart 

in a rectilinear Direction from the Hands of the Experi- 
mentator. 

b. 1684 tr * Bonef s Merc. Comfit Pref. 2 He. . may be 
called ., an Experimentator,_ if he practise Physick upon 
Experiments, not true Experience. 

Experimented (ekspeuimented),^/. a. Also 
6 experiment, [f. Experiment v. + -EDh] 

1. Of persons : Experienced ; practised or versed 
in (an arth Now rare . Cf. Fr. experiments. 

c 2477 Caxton Jason 120 b. Ye are right wise and well 
experimented in plente of hye sciences. c 1520 Pace in 
Strype Eccl. Mem. I. App. xi. 21 Spanyardys, in that facul- 
tie wonderfullie experimental or leamid. 2549 Compl. Scot. 
Prol. 14 He estemeis vs to be litil experementit in the veyris. 
1582-8 Hist. James VI (1804) no Learnit men, weill ex- 
periment in physick. 1662 Gerbier Princ . 16 Divers ex- 
perimented Architects. 1883 Gd. Words . 144 No mere 
writer, but a man thoroughly experimented in the world. 

1 2. Of a remedy ; Proved or tried by experi- 
ment or experience ; approved. Of a fact, etc. : 
Known by experience or experiment ; ascertained, 
authenticated. Obs. 

2545 Raynold Byrtk Mankynde Prol. (2634) 2 Diuers . . 
more experimented and more familiar medicines. 2584 R. 
Scot Discov. Witcher, xiv. viii. 312 So manie experimented 
examples. 1608 Topsell Serpents 622 A late physitian, 
prescribeth an experimented . .oyl against any poyson taken 
mto the body. 1677 Hale Print. Grig. Man. 1. i. 8 For 
want of a clear, and sensible, and experimented observation. 
2710 T. Fuller Pharm. Extemp. 203 A Noble, Experi- 
mented. .Remedy. 1807 Hutton Course Math. (1811) II. 
376 The experimented resistance . . is nearly i part more 
than that which is assigned by the theory. 

1 3. Met with in the course of experience ; = Ex- 
perienced 2 . Obs. 

1682 Lend. Gaz . No. 1707/5 Disorder, Slavery, and the 
worst of Experimented Mischiefs. 1725 D’Anois Whs. 105 
Tim experimented Vexations of my first Marriage made me 
afraid to venture. 1812 Henry Camp. agst. Quebec 199 
This is said from experimented woe and extreme calamity. 

Expe:rimentee\ rare— 1 , [f. Experiment v. 
4- -EE I.] One on whom an experiment is made. 

2890 Lippincott's Mag. Feb. 241 A second trial is made to 
test the length of time during which the experimentee can 
maintain his previous grip. 

Experimenter (ekspe*rimentai). Also 7, 9 
{erron.) -or. [f. Experiment v. + -erL] One who 
experiments ; one who makes or tries experiments. 

2570 Dee Math. Pref. 28 You see, how the Mechanicien 
and Experimenter, .are.. tought. 2660 Boyle New Exp. 
Phys. Meek. i. (1682) 17 That noble experimenter— Monsieur 
Pascal. 1694 Slare in Phil. Trans. XVIII. 203 The Ex- 
perimenters of this Age. a 2774 Goldsm. Exper. Philos. 
(2776) I. 293 A work of this kind would require assiduity in 
the experimenter. 2826 J. Smith Panorama Sc. 4 Art 
II. 87 The experimentor should have the weights of his 
globe in air and in water. 1830 Herschel Stud. Nat. Phil. 
319 Dilatation of solids has been made a subject of repeated 
and careful measurement by several experimenters. 

Experimentist (ekspe-rimentist), [f. Expe- 
riment + -1ST.] A systematic experimenter. 

1667 Evelyn Mem. (1857) IN. 195 Our registers have out- 
done. .all the Experimentists,nay, the great Verulam himself. 

Experimentize (ekspe-rimentakz), v. rare. 
[f. as prec. + -ize.] 

1. intr. To make an experiment or experiments. 

2847 Darwin in Life 4- Lett. (1887) I. 359, I thought I 

would experimentise on Falconer and Bunbury. 2860 
Chamb. Jrnl. XIV. 313 Sir Thomas Browne, .experiment- 
ised unsuccessfully in spontaneous generation. 

2. tram. To make the subject of an experiment. 
Hence Expe-rimentized, -izing ppl adjs . 

. *779 T. Twining Recreat. 4 Stud. < 1882) 74 He is a search- 
ing, experimentizing, active-minded man. 2832 Fraser's 
Mag. IV. 722 Shameful experiments, .which threatened de- 
struction to the experimentised. 

t Expe*rimently, adv. Obs. [f. Experiment 
+ -lx A] By experience ; as a matter of experi- 
ence ; only in phrase to know experimently. 

1546 Bale Eng, V otaries 1. (1550) 21 Se what our auncient 
Englysh writers had saythin thys matter, whych more ex- 


perimently knewe it. 2658 A. Fox tr. Wurtz' Surg. n. xiv. 
105 Which I know experimently. 1805 Southey Lett. (.1856) 

I. 318 If you did but know as experimently as I do. 
Experimentor : see Experimenter. 
t Experre*ction. Obs. [n. of action f. L. ex- 
pergisci \ ppl. stem experrect -) to wake up.] The 
action of waking up. 

2603 Holland Plutarch’s Mor. 1314 The Phrygians., 
celebrate in the one season, the feast of lying in bed and 
sleeping : in the other of experrection or waking. 

Expert (ekspaut), aJ Also 4-6 experte. [a. 
OF, expert , espert, ad. L . exper t-us, pa. pple. (act. 
and pass.) of experiri to try: see Experience sb. 
Cf. Apert, Aspekt.] 

I. In active sense. 

■fl. Experienced (in), having experience (of). Obs, 
c 1374 Chaucer Troylus 11. 2328 Tho that bene expert 
in love, t 1386 — Can, Yeom. Prol. 4 T. 698 That ye 
mow taken heede, And ben expert of this . . This dicipline, 
and this crafty science. 24.. Prose Legends in Anglia 
VIII. 133 pe pridde tyme [she] was experte of dethe. 2432- 
50 tr. Higden (Rolls) I. 67 The testimonies of men experte 
whiche haue writen theyme to haue seen that place, a 1556 
Ld. Morley tr. Boccaccio's De Preclaris Mulieribus i, 
[Eve] beynge after experte of the paynes of berynge of 
children. 1630 R. Johnson's Kingd. 4 Conmrw. 52 Fre- 
quent the company of the expert, that by noting their ob- 
servations . . you may [etc.]. 1672 Petty Pol. Anat. (1691) 
27 A Protestant Militia of 25,000, the most whereof are 
expert in War. 

As pa. pple. act. with verbal regimen : Having 
tested, having had experience of. Obs. (a mere 
Latinism). 

1382 Wyclif Eccl. viii. 5 Who kepeth the hest, shal not 
ben expert any thing of euel. c 2400 Laufrands Cirurg. 
33JMS. A) Galion and Auicen and I pat am expert here 
seiynge, we seie pat [etc.]. 2523 Douglas JEneis 1. iv. 77 

The craigis quhar monstrous Ciclopes dwell 3e ar expert. 

2. Trained by experience or practice, skilled, 
skilful. Const, at, in, + intil, f of, to with inf. 

c 2374 Chaucer Troylus 1. 67 Calcas . . in science so ex- 
perte. c 2386 Prol. 577 Maystres. .That were of lawe 
expert and curious. 14.. Prose Legends in Anglia VIII. 
143 Men were often expert to socoun c 1425 Wyntoun 
Cron . viii. xxxv. 36 He expart wes in-tyl swilk thyng. 
2549 Compl. Scot. Prol. 12 Clerkis. .ar mair expert in latyne 
tong nor l am. 2570 Dee Math. Pref. 22 Many places, in 
the Ciuile law, require an expert Arithmeticien. 1632 
Lithgow Trav. v. 288 Neither are they [Turks] expert 
Mariners. 1697 Dampier Voy.iiyzg) I. v. 116 Thick woods, 
where the Spaniards might easily lay in ambush, .at which 
they are very expert. 1777 Watson Philip II (1793) III. 
xix. 23 Expert both in the arts of peace and war. 1870 
Bryant Iliad I. n. 67 Idomeneus expert to wield the spear. 
2873 Hale In His Name viii. 69 The Florentine was not 
expert in ecclesiastical matters. 

b. Hence of personal qualities or acquirements. 
1542 Udall tr. Erasm. Apopk. 269 a, In the experte 
knowelage of warre kepyng. 1563 Shute Arc hit. Bijb, 
To haue experte knowladg in drawing. 1665 Manley 
Grotius' Low C. Warres 176 The War. .grew very hot, not 
so much by the greatness of the Forces as the expert Valour 
of the Captains. 

til. 3. In passive sense: Tried, proved by 
experience. In early use often (after Lat.) as 
mere pple. Obs. 

1387 Trevisa Higden (Rolls) I. 229 Whiche thynge was 
experte.. of ii. men. C1430 Lydg. Bochas iii. xiii. 112 a, 
This same thyng was wel expert and preued. ^2450 St. 
CuthbertK Surtees) 6030 For his [St. Cuthbert’s] help in othir 
case . . pis true monk had expert. 2494 Fabyan Chr on, vii. 
463 That as well was experte in Fraunce as in the ile of 
Englande. 2523 Ld. Berners Froiss. Pref. 1 He that hath 
the perfyte knowledge of others joye. .hath thexpmt doc-r 
tryne of all parylles. 1586 Cogan Haven Health xiv. (2636) 
39 A perfect water, and expert against melancholy. 1604 
Shaks. Oth. 11. i. 49 His Pylot [is] Of verie expert, and 
approu’d Allowance. 161a Enchimd. M-ed, 156 It is an 
expert medicine. 

Expert (e’kspsit), sb. [a. mod. F. expert (the 
adj. used subst.) ; see Expert ad} 

1. One who is expert or has gained skill from 
experience. Const, at, in, with. 

1853 Kane Grinnell Exp. xxxiii. (1856) 283 Every man 
arranged his knapsack and blanket-bag. .with the practiced 
discretion of an expert. 2856 — A ret. Expl. L xi, 24 
Hans Christian . . an expert with the kayak and javelin, 
2866 Rogers Agric. 4 Prices I. xxi. 523 Such manors as 
possessed wood generally containing an expert at hurdle- 
making. . 2:882 A. W. Ward Dickens iv, 100 He was frank 
and explicit with experts, in the writer's art. 

2. One whose special knowledge or skill causes 
him to be regarded as an authority ; a specialist. 
Also attrib., as in expert evidence, witness, etc. 

2825 Act 6 Geo. IV, c. 59 § 4 The nomination of experts to 
ascertain and fix the price. 1858 Sat. Rev. VI. 645/1 
Experts in insanity. 2869 Rogers Adam Smith's W. N. 
Pref. I. 11 Misled by the selfish misrepresentations of re- 
puted experts. 1873 Browning Red Co ft , Nt.-cap 184 
Purchase at the price adjudged By experts, 1884 Pall 
Mall G. 22 Sept. 6/1 An expert coui-t of first instance, .might 
be of use. 1890 Law Times' Rep. LXIII. 684/2 A mining 
engineer and expert of well-known reputation. 

b. In recent use esp. One skilled in the study of 
handwritings. 

1858 Sat. Rev . V, 656/1 Professional experts swear to 
their belief in the peeress’s authorship. 1868 E. Edwards 
Raleigh I. xix. 385 The obliterated names can scarcely, .be 
read by the most painstaking expert. 2882 Standard 21 
Oct. 2/5 To him [Netherclift] the term ‘ Expert was first 
applied. 2886 Besant Childr. Git eon ii. xiii, My writing 
was well known f experts swore that the forgery was by me. 


EXPERT. 

t £xpe*rt» <z . 2 Obs. [ad. L. expert -em, lit. ‘hav- 
ing no part (in)’, f. ex- (see Ex- pref A) + pari-, 
pars Part.] Destitute or devoid of, free from. 

1433-50 tr. Higden (Rolls') I. 337 Thoujhe. .Bede. .seye 
that londe not to be experte of vynes. 1608 Chapman 
Byron's Conspiracy Plays 1873 II. 197 Into purest ayre Ex- 
pert of humor. 1616 — Homers Hymns , To Venus 358 He 
. . should immortality breathe, Expert of age and woe as 
well as death. 1655-60 Stanley Hist, Philos. (1701) 190/2 
A principle is expert of generation and corruption. 

H* £xpe*rt, v. Obs. [f. L. expert - ppl. stem of 
experirl to try: see Experience sb., Expert a. 1 ] 
traits. To experience; to know by experience. 
Hence Expe-rted ppl. a., experienced. 

1432-50 tr. Higden (Rolls) I. 183 The women experte the 
knowlege of diverse men. 1475 Bk. Noblesse (18601 60 They 
have no sufficient bookis . * and be not expertid. 1553 S. 
Cabot Ordinances in Hakluyt Voy. (1589) 262 For declara- 
tion of the trueth which you shall haue experted. 1579 
Spenser Sheph. Cal. Nov. 183 Knewe wee. .what it [death] 
us bringes untill, Dye would we daylie, once it to expert. 
2587 Fleming Contn. Holinshed III. 1. 306/1 This Thomas 
was a man. .experted. .in ecclesiasticall matters. 
E-xpertism. nonce-wd. [f. Expert sb. + -ism.] 
The quality of being an expert, 

1886 Sat. Rev. 30 Jan. 150 Mr. Arch.. could claim the 
right of expertism. 

E-xpertize, v. nonce-wd. [f. as prec. + -ize.] 
intr. To act as an expert. 

1889 Harper's Mag. Feb. 336/2 So complex and difficult 
are the questions involved in expertizing. 

Expertly (ekspautli), adv. [f. Expert a A + 
-lt J In an expert manner, f a. As one who 
has had experience ; by actual experiment, fb. 
As one who has been proved or tried, c. Skil- 
fully. 

p. <r 1420 Pallad. on Husb. vii. no Unbynde it thenne, 
and there expertly se How oon tree is in til an other ronne. 

b. 1548 Vicary Anat. (1888) it Not for them that be ex- 
pertly seene in the. Anatomie. 1652 Gaule Magastrom. 

1 14 Their, .counselling, .that an astrologer be a man both 
expertly ethicall and physicall? 

C. 1798 Edgeworth Bract. Educ. (18 xi) I. 457 Children 
may answer expertly to the questions, What is attention ? 
What is memory ? 

Expertness (ekspo-itnes). [f. as prec. + 
-NESS.] The quality or condition of being expert. 
+ a. Experience, thorough knowledge. Const, of. 

1659 B: Harris Parlvafs Iron Age 302 Their enemies 
expertnesse of the Countrie troubling their marches. 

b. Skill derived from practice ; readiness, dex- 
terity. Const, in. 

z 601 Shaks. All's Well iv. iii. 202 You shall demaund 
. . what his valour, honestie, and expertnesse in warres. 
1682 Norris Hierocles 17 Great knowledge and expertness 
in the laws of God. 1797 Bewick Bril. Birds (1847) I. 286 
From it’s expertness in cracking them [it] has obtained it’s 
name [nuthatch], a 1859 Macaulay Hist. Eng. V. 84 Port- 
land, with . . great expertness in business, was no scholar. 
1884 Seeley in Contemp. Rev. Nov. 656 He might pass 
for a prodigy of literary expertness. 

ExpertsMp (e*ksp5itfip), [f. Expert sb. + 
-SHIP.] The condition or dignity of an expert. 

1880 Daily News 9 Sept. 5/1 Persons who would be.. af- 
fronted if their expertship in cricketing matters were denied. 

f Expetible, a.. Obs. [ad. L. expetibil-is> f. 
expet ere to desire, f. ex- (see E x-pref.) + pet ere 
to seek.] To be wished for or desired ; desirable. 

1569 Newton Cicero's Old Age 30 a, Somethinge . . excel- 
lente, and for itself onely expetible. 1655-60 Stanley H 1 st. 
Philos. I. iv. 4 Particular pleasure is expetible in it selfe. 
1679 Pullkr Moder. Ch. Eng. xiv. 410 An establishment, 
somewhat less perfect with [uniformity], .is more expetible 
than an appointment in some Circumstances more perfect, 
without [uniformity]. 1721-1800 in Bailey. 

Hence + Expetibleness, the quality of being 
desirable, 1775 in Ash. 

Expiable (e’kspiabl), a. [a. F. expiabU , ad. 
L, expiabilis , f. expidre : see Expiate,] Capable 
of being expiated ; admitting of expiation. 

1570 Levins Manip. 3 Expiable, expiabilis. 1575 Fulke 
Con/. Purg. (1577) 225 The popish purgatory, where none 
but venial! and light sinners are expiable. 16x4 Bp. Hall 
Epist. iii. vii, Gothes . .have thought this wrong [adultery] 
not expjable, but by blood. 1838 Lytton Leila in. i, Any 
connexion between a Christian knight and a Jewess was 
deemed a sin, scarce expiable. 

t E’xpiament. Obs.—° [as if ad. L. *expid- 
ment-um f. expidre : see Expiate.] An expiation. 
1727 m Bailey vol. II. 

+ E xpiate, ppl. Ct. Obs. rare—*, [ad. L. ex- 
pidt-us, pa. pple. of expidre : see next.] Of an 
appointed time : Fully come. Cf. Expiate v. 7 . 

1594 Shaks. Rich. It/ in. iii. 23 Make haste, the houre Of 
death is expiate [later folios, now expir’d]. 

Expiate (e-kspi^t), v. Also 7 expiat. [f. L. 
expiat- ppl. stem of expidre to make satisfaction, 
f. ex- (see Ex- pref. 1 ) + pidre to seek to appease 
(by sacrifice), f. pius devout.] 

1 1. trans. To avert (evil) by religious cere- 
monies ; to avert the evil portended by (a prodigy 
or prophecy). Obs. exc. Antiq . 

x6tx Bible Isa. xlvii. ix Mischiefe shall fall vpon thee, 
thou shalt not be able to put it off [marg. expiate]. i6$z 
Brome Jovial l Crewu. Wks. 1873 III. 381 You bring him a 
perpetual Peace and Joy By expiating the Prophecy that 
torments him. 1865 Dyer Hist. City Rome 11. (1883) 114 
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Frequent showers of stones . . could . . be expiated only by 
bringing to Rome Cybele, or the Idiean mother. 
f 2 . To cleanse, purify (a person, a city) from 
guilt or pollution by religious ceremonies. Occas, 
Co;.st. of. Obs. 

XO03 Florio Montaigne (16^4) 292 Iphigenia . . should by 
her death expiate, towards God, the Grecians armie of the 
offences which they had committed. 2628 Bolton Floras 1. 
xni. (1636) 41 That the city, .might, .seeme to have been. . 
hallowed and expiated. 2652 Gaule J Magastrom . 262 The 
Elaeans condemned the Oxe for the murder, and . . were 
admonished by the Delphick Oracle to expiate the oxe. 
1655-60 Stanley Hist. Philos. (1701) 57/2 He Lustrated 
and Expiated the City. 

3 . To do away or extinguish the guilt of (one’s 
sin] ; to cffer or serve as a propitiation for. f To 
expiate oneself ■ rare ) : to do penance. 

1608 Bp. Hall Char. Virtues 4- V. 11. 89 No repentance 
can expiate that [sin]. 2634 Habington Castara (Arb.< 134 
Once dead, his sin Man cannot expiate with teares. 1673 
Marvell Reh. Traitsp. II. 379 J. M. . . has ever since ex- 
piated himself in a retired silence. 17x2 Addison Sped. 
No. 99 r 7 An Affront that nothing but Blood can expiate. 
1736 Butler Anal. n. v. Wks. 1874 1 , 2x3 Repentance alone 
being sufficient to expiate guilt, appears to be contrary to 
the general sense of mankind. 1847 Grots Greece 11. xxxii. 
(1849) IV. 279 The Agyliseans were still expiating the sin by a 
periodical solemnity. 1867 Smiles Hug tends Eng. ix. 
(1880I 134 By punishing them, he flattered himself that he 
was expiating his own sins. 

4 . To pay the penalty of. 

1665 Manley Grolius ' Lose C. Warrcs 691 These Pirats. . 
expiated their inhumane Villanies with their heads. 1823 
Lamb Elia Ser. i. xxiii. (1865) 179 The child and parent . . 
expiating their fallen condition upon . . [a] shopboard. 1848 
Macaulay Hist. Eng. I. 655 Some of the girls who had 
presented the standard to Monmouth at Taunton had 
cruelly expiated their offence. 1875 Stubbs Const. Hist. I. 
iii. 43 He has to expiate the act with his life. 

5 . To make amends or reparation for. 

a 2626 Bacon Speech in Rem. (1679) 132 Such .. Felons, 
who. .shall implore His Majesty’s. .Permission to expiate 
their Offences by their Assiduous Labours. 2774 Pennant 
Tour Scot, in 1772, 209 [They] expiated their crime by 
restoring the plunder. 1856 Emerson Eng. Traits , Result 
Wks. < Bohn) II. 135 They are expiating the wrongs of India 
by benefits. 

t 6. intr. To make expiation for. Obs. 
x6oo Holland Livy 1. 1. xiv. 10 To expiate for the injuries 
of the Embassadours. 1682-6 J. Scott Chr. Life i 1747) 
III. 590 My Mediation, which was. to expiate for you as 
a Priest. 1710 Prideaux Grig. Tithes iv. 165 He gave . . 
Tithes . . to expiate for the Death of Ethel bert. 1778 Eliza 
Warwick 11 . 131, I trust this will expiate for all my offences 
towards her. 2827 Southey Hist. Persian War II. 602 
His success in sieges did not expiate . . for the loss in 
men. 

1 7 . To extinguish (a person’s rage) by suffering 
it to the full; to end (one’s sorrows, a suffering 
life) by death. Obs. 

1594 Marlowe & Nashe Dido v. it. Cursed larbas, die to 
expiate The grief that tires upon thine inward soul ! 1594 
[see Expiate ppl. «.]. c 2600 Shaks. Sonn. xxii. Then look 
I death my daies should expiate. 16x0 Tofte Honours 
Acad. 39 Nothing could appease and expiat his cankred 
rage. 1615 T. Adams Lycanthropy 29 Somewhat to expiate 
their savage fury. 

Hence Expiated, S 3 ■xpiating- ppl. ad/s., 3 B*x- 
piatist = Expiator. 

. 1840 G. S. Faber Regeneration 38 A light from above had 
infused itself into my expiated . . bosom. 1793 Pennant 
London (18x3) 270 Lying within their (friaries’] expiating 
walls, a 1848 R. W. Hamilton (Ogilvie) Expiatist. 

Expiation (ekspii^jha). [ad. L. expidtidn-em , 
n. of action f. expidre to Expiate.] 

1 . The action of expiating or making atonement 
for (crime, etc.). In expiation \of) : for the pur- 
pose of expiating. To make expiation^, to atone. 
Also, the condition or state of being expiated. 

1482 Monk of Evesham l Rr\i .\ 68 The recompensacyon and 
expyacyon of the grete and longe schrewdenes and cursyd- 
nes. 1561 T. Norton Calvin's Inst. iv, 146 The sacrifice of 
expiation is that which tendeth to appease the wrath of God. 
x6xx Speed Theat. Gt. Brit. (1614) 141/2 The Abbey., at 
Dublin, builded.,in expiation of the murther of Thomas 
Archbishop of Canterbury. 1681-6 J. Scott Chr. Life {17 47) 
III. 101 He made Expiation for our Sins on the Cross. 1796 
Burke Regie. Peace iii. Wks. VIII. 297 Modes of expiation 
..devised by anxious, restless guilt, 1828 Scott F. M. 
Perth xx, I will found masses for his soul, ity expiation of 
my guilt. 1883 Froude Short Stud. IV. 1. xii. 156 A more 
complete expiation . .might be necessary before the avenging 
spirit. . could be pacified. 

b. Fast (or feast) of Expiation : a ceremony ob- 
served by the Jews on the loth day of Tisri, at 
which the High Priest made expiation for his own 
sins and the sins of the people. Day of Expia- 
tion : the day set apart for this observance ; ~ 

4 Day of Atonement’. Also Expiation- day. 

1674 Blount Glossogr., The Feast of Expiation, a 17x1 
Ken Hymns Festiv. Poet. Wks. 1721 I. 317 God no. Com- 
mand for Fasts wou’d lay, But on their [Jews’] Expiation- 
Day, a 17x3 Sharp Serm. Matt. xii. Wks. 1754 III. xi. 20T 
The solemn day of expiation, which came once a year. 1886 
Whitaker's Almanack 9 [Jewish Calendar ], Oct. 9 Fast of 
Expiation 5647 Tisri xo. 

C. The action of ceremonially purifying from, 
guilt or pollution. 

153* More Confut. Tindale Wks. 376/1 The ceremonies 
of the expiacion or purgyng of the tabernacle. 1651 Baxter 
Inf. Bapt. 264 The Gentiles had Rites for the expiation of 
Infants. 


EXPIBAHT. 

d. The action of averting portended evil by 
religious means. 

1734 tr. Rollin' s A nc. Hist. [1827) IX. xx. i. 6 By expiation 
of prodigies and various sacrifices offered to the gods, 
fe. Propitiation (of a deity). Obs. rare — l . 

1675 R. Burthogge Causa Dei 383 That conformity of 
Customs that the Gauls had with them [the Phoenicians] in 
sacrificing men for expiation of God. 

2. The means by which atonement (for a crime 
or offencel is made ; something done, or a rite 
observed, for the purpose of expiating. 

2538 Bale Thre Lawes 832 Offerynges & expiacyons. 1646 
SirT. Browne Pseud. Ep. vn. i. 339 Some have conceived it 
[Forbidden fruit] a Vine, in the mystery of whose fruit lay 
the expiation of the Transgression, 1777 Robertson Hist. 
Amer. II. v. 30 To demand a certain number of human vic- 
tims as an expiation for their guilt. 1828 Scott F. M. Perth 
vi. The only expiation would be that thou shouldst cornea 
mile into the Low Country. 1856 Froude Hist, Eng. (1858* 
I. iv. 348 The payment of money was ever welcomed as 
the ready expiation of crime. 

b. A rite intended to avert portended evil. 
a 1627 Sir J. Hayward K. Bdw. VI (1630' 167 Vpon birth 
of such monsters, the Grecians., did vse diuerse sorts of ex- 
piations. 

Hence Expia’tional a pertaining to expiation. 
1874 Bushnell Forgiveness <$• Law 91 The most intensely 
expiational form of Christianity. 

Expiative (e*kspit^tiv\ a. rare. [f. expiat - 
ppl. stem of expidre to Expiate + -ive.] Tending 
or adapted to expiate. 

1641 R. Baillie Parallel of Lit, with Mass-hk. 02 An ex- 
piative Purgatorie wherein by the prayers of the living the 
sinnes of the dead are put away. 

Expiator (e*kspi|<?it9ih [a. L. exfidtor, f. ex- 
pidre : see Expiate.] One who expiates or makes 
satisfaction (for sin). 

1847 in Craig. 2872 J. G. Murphy Comm. Lev. iii. 17 To 
. . foreshadow the death of the great Expiat or. 1878 B. 
Taylor Deukalion n. iii, They . . made me your Expiator. 

t Expiaterrious, a. Obs. rare —K [f. L. ex- 
pidtori- us (see next) + -ous.] *= next. 

2651 Jer. Taylor Clerus Dorn. 48 The first grace, which 
in the Schools is understood onely to be expiat orious. 

Expiatory (e-kspiatasri), a. [ad. L. expidtori - 
us , f. expiator : see Expiator and -ory.] Having 
the attribute of expiating or making satisfaction 
for an offence ; serving to expiate. Const, of 
1548 Latimer Serin. Plough Wks. 1. 68 Expiatory v is 
nothing else but a thing whereby to obtain remission of sins. 
2603 Holland Plutarch's Mor. 62 He hath patiently en- 
dured a while the first expiatorie purifications and troubles. 
a 1677 Barrow Serm. Matt. i. 20 The sacrifice expiatory for 
our offences was to be a lamb without blemish. 1793 Gouv. 
Morris in Sparks Life <$• Writ. (1832.: II. 355 The first great 
misfortune will call them from theit dungeons as expiatory 
victims. 282a Cogan Theol. Disquisitions n. 183 Human 
sacrifices, .being the most valuable, .were considered as the 
most expiatory. 1869 Goulburn Purs. Holiness xi. 105 
That bloody and shameful death was. .expiatory of sin. 
Hence E*xpiato=riiiess. 

1730-6 Bailey (folio% Expiatoriness , expiating quality. 

f E xpilate, V. Obs. rare— 1 , [f. L. expildt- 
ppl. stem of cxpTldre , f. ex- (see Ex- pref?-) + 
pilare to plunder.] trans. To pillage, plunder. 

2627 Bp. Hall Serm. Chapel Earl Exeter Wks. 526 What 
peace was vnder the Herodian temple?. .Pilate would ex- 
pilate the treasures of it for aquae ductse. 

Expilation (ekspilji Jbn). Now rare. [ad. L. 
expilation-em , n. of action f. ex pilare : see prec-] 

1. The action of pillaging ; spoliation, plunder. 
1563 Grindal Let. Sir W. Cecil Wks. (1843) 257 Take 
order . . not to leave the poor tenants subject to the expilation 
of these country gentlemen, 1597 Daniel Civ. Wares ir. 
cxiv, Whence .. proceeds This rav’nous expilation of the 
state, a 1661 Fuller Worthies, Sussex in. 104 He was loth 
to go back to Bath, having formerly consented to the ex- 
pilation of that Bishoprick. 1675 tr. Machiavelli s Prince 
xxvi. (Rtldg. 2883) 159 Taxes and expilations in the kingdom 
of Naples. 1885 R. W. Dixon Hist. Ch. Eng, xxi. III. 536 
This final expilation .. avenged upon the son the sacrilege 
of the father. 

b. concr. A collection made by plundering. 

1715 M. Davies A then. Brit. I. Pref. 51 A compleat Col- 
lection or Expilation of all the tart Reparties . . out of all 
the Play- Books that ever were printed in England, 
f 2. Civil Law. (See quot.) Obs. 

1730-6 in Bailey (folio). 1751 Chambers Cycl., Expila- 
tion , in the civil law, the act of withdrawing, or diverting, 
something belonging to an inheritance, before any body had 
declared himself heir thereof. 1848 in Wharton Law Lex. 
+ E’xpilator. Obs. rare. [a. L, explldtor,i. 
exptldre : see Expilate.] 

1. A pillager, plunderer. 

1658 SirT. Browne Hydriot. <$• Card, Cyrus 15 For which 
the most barbarous Expilators found the most civil Rheto- 
rick. 

2. Civil Law. One who commits an act of ex- 
pilation (see Expilatiox 2 ). 

1753 Chambers Cycl. Supp. s. v M An expilator was looked 
upon as a greater criminal than a common thief. 

Expirable (ekspai-rab’l), a.-°. [f. Expire v. 
4- -able.] That may expire or come to an end. 
1832 in Webster ; and in mod. Diets. 

Expirant (eksporrant). rare. In 9 erron. 
expirent. [ad. L. ex\s)plrant-em , pr. pple. of 
ex{s)plrare : see Expire.] a, (See quot. 1 8461 ) 

| b. nonce-wd. A name for a supposed vessel in 
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plants, which assists in evaporation or perspira- 
tion. 

1838 I. Taylor Phys. Th. Another Life (1858) 156 The 
Mechanical adjustment of parts, as seen, .in the vessels, the 
absorbents, the expirents, the flower, .the seed, 1846 Wor- 
cester, Expirant , one who expires [citing L Taylor; but 
see prec. quot.]. So 1864 in Webster, and in later Diets. 

+ E’xpirate, v. Obs. rare, [f. ppl. stem of L. 
exsfirdre ; see Expired.] tram. « Expire v. i. 

18x5 Croqke Body of Mem 421 It is better expirated or 
breathed out then water. 1620 Venner Via Recta (1650) 7 
Aire breathed in is not again expirated or breathed out. 

Expiration : (ekspir^-Jan). Also 7 exsp-. 
[ad. L. ex , s') pTrdtion-em , n. of action f. ex{s)pt- 
rare to Expire.] The action of expiring. 

1. The action of breathing out (air, etc.) ; emission 
(of air, wind, etc.Y; an instance of this. Const of. 

1642 Preparative for Fast 4 This tends to the very ex- 
piration of the animall and. vitall spirits. 1756 Morse 
Amer. Geog. L 613 Regular inspirations and expirations of 
air, by caverns and fissures. 1874 T, Hardy Madding’ 
Crowd II. vi. 80 There came finally an utter expiration of 
air from the whole heaven in the form of a slow breeze. 
fig. 1839 Bailey Festus xxix, 11848)340 Prayer is. .The 
expiration of the thing inspired. 

+ b. = Respiration. Obs . 

1838 Wilkins New World 1. xiv. ( 1684I x8o The extream 
thinness of it [air], .may make it unfit for Expiration. 

2. The action, or an act, of breathing out air from 
the lungs; also applied to a supposed analogous 
action in plants. 

1603 Holland Plutarch's Mor. 689 ('R.) It [the breast] 
transmitteth back againe the superfluity thereof into the 
lungs, whereby it [the wind] is sent forth by way of exspira- 
tion. 1624 Hey wood Gnntiik. iv. 189 In her last expiration 
expressing the invincible spirit of her son Alexander.^ 1793 
BeddoeS Let. to Darwin 44 Having by a strong expiration 
expelled from his lungs as much atmospheric air as possi- 
ble. 1807 J. E. Smith Phys. Bot. 202 He is recorded as the 
discoverer of the expiration of plants. 1861 Ramadge 
Ciirab. Consumption 36 The impeded expiration, .caused 
..the lower lobes of the lungs to be exceedingly enlarged. 
f3. The action of exhaling or evaporating ; ex- 
halation. Obs. 

1626 Bacon Sylva § 866 The true Cause of Cold, is an 
Expiration from the Globe of the Earth. 1843 J. Steer tr. 
Fab rictus' Exp. Chyrurg, xyi. 66 They doe hinder the ex- 
piration of the venome. c 1:645 Howell Lett. I V. 1 , By the 
expiration of such Atomes, the dogg finds the sent as he 
hunts. 2755 in Johnson. 1847 in Craig. 

f b. concr. That which is expired or exhaled ; 
an exhalation. Obs. 

m 1576 Newton tr. Lemnie's Complex. (1633) 13 The spirit 
is a certaine vapour.. or expiration proceeding out of the 
humours. 1664 Power Exp. Philos, hi. 154 The Magneti- 
cal Exspirations of the Loadstone may. .be seen in the form 
of a mist. 1667 Phil. Trans. II. §79 The moist steams 
and exspirations of the Heart. 1755 m Johnson. 

+ 4. The action of breathing one’s last ; death, 
decease. Obs. 

1528 Pilgr. Perf. (W. de W. 1531) 210 Yf [he] had taken 
his body to lyfe agayn, streyght after his expiracyon. 1607 
Tofsell Four-f. Beasts (1673) 450 She lyeth down as though 
she were dead . . shutting her eyes, and shewing all other 
tokens of expiration. 2647 Clarendon Hist. Reb. 1. (1702) 
L 41 The Lord Treasurer, .had notice of the Clark's expira- 
tion. 2779-81 Johnson L. P., Pope Wks. IV. 87 The at- 
tendants did not discern the exact time of his expiration. 
1807 G. Chalmers Caledonia I. ui. vii, 383 He died, by a 
quiet expiration, at his castle of Dunadeer. 1847 in Craig ; 
and in mod. Diets. 

f b. transf. and fig. Of a flame, a sentiment, 
etc. : The fact or process of dying out ; the state 
of being extinct. Obs. 

*649 Jer. Taylor Gt. Exemp . iiL § 1 A very great cause 
of the dryness and expiration of men's devotion. 1660 Boyle 
New Exp. Phys, Mech. xiii. 85 To satisfie our selves of its 
expiration, we had darken’d the Room, and in vain endea- 
vored to discover any spark of Fire. 

U. The fact of coming to an end ,* termination, 
end, close ; a. of a period of time, or of something 
made to last a certain time, as a law, trace, etc. 

1562 Act 5 Eliz. c. 15 § 1 Sithence the Expiration and 
Ending of the Statute. 2593 Shaks . Rick . If, 11. iiL in 
Thou . . art come Before th’expiration of thy time. 2647 
.Clarendon Hist. Reb . vm. (18431 538/1 A fortnight after the 
expiration of the treaty at Uxbridge. 1664 Evelyn Kal. 
Hort. (1729) 197 About the Expiration of this Month carry 
into the Shade . .Auriculas's. 1790 Paley Horae Paul Rom. 
ii. 19 The shaving of the head denoted the expiration of 
the Nazaritic vow. 2842 Lane Arab. Nts. I. no And thus 
she continued to do. .until the expiration of the second year. 
288* Mf.rivale Rom, Emp. (1871) V. xlii. 148 The govern- 
ment of the^ Gaulish provinces . . followed on the expiration 
of his functions in the city. 

t b. of a race, the world. Obs. 
x6j77 Plot Oxfordsh. 18 1 After the expiration of which 
ancient Race, there came, .another Colony [of bees]. 1684 
T. Burnet Th. Earth II. 32 What hath appear'd.. relating 
to the chronology of the world ; giving . . certain marks of 
its expiration. 

Expirator (e*kspir<?ito.i). [agent-n, f. L. ex- 
{s)ptrdre to Expire.] An instrument for forcing 
out air. 

1875 Ure Diet. Arts s.v. Aspirator , The following form of 
spirator. .may be employed either as aspirator in drawing, 
or as expirator in forcing air through an apparatus. 

Expiratory (ekspai^ratori), a. [f. Lat. type 
*ex{s)piratdriu$, f. exlfpirdre ; see Expire v. and 
,-ory.] Of or pertaining to the process of expiration. 

, *847 in Craig. 1861 T. Graham Pract. Med. 294 The 
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expiratory [murmur] is. .distinctly audible under the davi- 
cles. 2866 Huxley Phys. iv. • (1872) 90 Whenever a violent 
expiratory effort is made, the walls of the abdomen are ob- 
viously flattened. 2878 Foster Phys. 11. ii. § 1. 263 They 
are in fact the chief expiratory muscles. 

b. Gram. (Often spelt exspiratory .) In Expi- 
ratory accent , a kind of accent consisting in vari- 
ation of stress, as distinguished from that which 
consists in variation of pitch. 

Expire (ekspoi*u), v. Also 5 expyre, -spyre, 
5-7 exspire, (6 expiere, -perie, 7 expayer), 
[ad. Fr. expirer, ad. L. ex(s)pirdre to breathe out, 
f. ex- out - 1 - splrdre to breathe.] 

I. To breathe out. 

I. irans. To breathe out (air, etc.) from the 
lungs ; also with forth. 

1590 Spenser F. Q. i. xi. 45 The scorching fire, Which he 
from hellish entrailes_ did expire. 2649 G. Daniel Tr in- 
arch., Rich. II, ccxcviii, Wee yawne. .the same Ayre which 
wee expired erst. 1695 Woodward Nat. Hist . Earth iv. 
(1723/ 236 The Fluid, which is .. expired forth along with 
the Air, goes off in insensible Parcels. 1715-20 Pope Iliad 
vi. 223 Her pitchy nostrils flaky flames expire. 2859 Lewes 
Sea-side Stud. 234 In the daytime we expire more carbonic 
acid than during the night. 1866 Huxley Phys. iv. (1872) 
82 The breath, .afterwards is driven out or expired, 
b. absol. To breathe out air from the lungs. 

1633 P. Fletcher Purple I si. iv. xi, Loose when he sucks 
in aire, contract when he expires. 1653 [see Expiring vhl 
sb.]. 1851 Gosse Nat. in Jamaica 4 [The Whales] expired 
with a rushing sound, the instant the blow-hole was exposed. 

f 2. To give off (a perfume, vapour, etc.); to 
exhale, emit. Of a volcano; To emit, eject 
(flames, rarely solid substances). Also, To give 
out under pressure. Obs. 

1603 Drayton Odes n. 4 Where Altars . . Doe od’rous 
Fumes expire. 1665 G. Harvey Advice agst. Plague 29 It 
[the Earth] purges it self by expiring those Arsenical fumes. 
2697 Dryden Virg. Georg. 1. 205 And force the Veins of 
clashing Flints t'expireThe lurking Seeds of their Coelestial 
Fire. 1727 C. Pitt Paraphr. Ps. exliv. The lab'ring hills 
expire Thick clouds of smoke and deluges of fire. Ibid. 
1. 636 What Rocks did Aetna's bellowing Mouth expire from 
his torn entrails. 1762 Churchill Ghost il Poems I. 205 
Ev’ry shrub expires perfume. 1808 J. Barlow Colwnb, v. 
4S4 Lighted bombs that fusing trails exspire. 

absol. 1626 Bacon Sylva § 294 Heat drieth Bodies that 
do easily expire ; as Parchment, Leaves [etc.], 
f 3. intr. To pass out in, or like, breath ; to be 
breathed forth or exhaled ; hence of the winds, 
flame, a projectile : To rush forth. Cf. L. expirent 
ignes , Lucr. vi. 640 . Obs. 

# 2626 G. Sandys Ovids Met. xv. 312 Furious winds - .Pent 
in blind cauernes, strugling to expire. 1654 Earl Orrery 
Parthen. (1676) 563 Tell my Princess . . my breath expir'd 
in repeating the fair name of her [etc.]. 2666 Dryden Ann. 
Mirab . dxxxviii, The linstocks touch, the ponderous ball 
expires. 1684 R. H. Sch, Recreat. 32 When the Rocket 
expires, they take Fire and spread into a Flame, hovering 
in the Air like Stars. 2697 Dryden Virg, Georg. 1. 129 
Redundant Humours thro f the Pores expire. Ibid. iv. 254 
Huge Flakes of Flames expire. 2729 Savage . Wanderer 1. 
234 Thro’ the bor’d rock above, the smoke expires. 

II. To breathe one’s last breath, die. 

1 4. trans. To breathe out (the soul, etc.) in the 
article of death ; also, To expire one's last. Obs. 

[Only a special use of sense 1 ; but the starting-point of a 
distinct series of senses.] 

c 1450 Mirour Saluacioun 3287 On gude ffriday when 
crist his sawle on crosse expired, c 2477 Caxton Jason 84 b, 
Syn recominanded him to the Goddes and that don ex- 
pired his lyf. 1509 Barclay Shyp of Folys 58 b, Medas. . 
With paynfull hunger his lyfe breth dyd expyre, a 1612 
Donne Biatiavaros (16441 122 A youth, .ready to expire his 
soule by sickenesse. 2642 Jer. Taylor Episc. (1647) 128 
As soon as their Apostle had expired his last breath, a 1672 
Ld« Fairfax Mem. (1699) 56 My daughter . . in appearance 
was ready to expire her last. 17x5-20 Pope Iliad xvi. 1000 
Patroclus thus. .So many lives effused, expires his own. 

5. intr. Of a person or animal: To breathe one’s 
last ; to die. 

a 140 o Cov. Myst Assump. f Shaks, Soc.) 387 The thrydde 
day hens ye schul ben expirand. 2485 Caxton St. Wenefr. 
3 The yong man forthwith fyll down to tberthe and ex- 
spyred. 1652 Hobbes Leviath . iv. xliv. 344 God onely knows 
..what becomes of a mans spirit, when he expireth. 1724 
R. Falconer Adv. q- Escapes 83 When he found himself 
just upon the Point of expiring, he made this short Prayer. 
2742^ tr. D'A rgens ' Chinese Lett. 209 They . . stand round 
making respectful Bows to them [Goats and Sheepl till they 
are expired. 1839 Keightley Hist. Eng. II. 74 The King 
pressed his hand and expired. 2843 Mrs Carlyle Lett. I. 
275 Leaving my two gentlemen ready to expire of laughter. 

b. transf. in various nonce-uses. Also of a fire: 
To die out. 

£1593 Spenser Sonn. xxvii. 11 (x6n v Dj, This verse, that 
neuer shall expire. 2595 Shaks. John v, iv. 36 Euen this ill 
night your breathing shall expire. 1634 Sir T. Herbert 
Trav. 209 Palmeto . . is a soft pith in which consists the 
soule ana vegetative vertue of that tree, which cut out the 
tree expires. 1660 J er. Taylor Duct. Dubit. 139 The Jews 
religion.. was to expire into the Christian. 1666 Dryden 
Ann. Mirab. ccxu, London.. By an high fate thou greatly 
didst expire. 2769 O. Goldsmith Hist. Rom. II. 49 Brutus 
was . . reading by a lamp that was just expiring. 2847 
Longf. Ev. 1. i. 1x3 The sparks expired in the ashes. 

0. To come to an end : a. Of a period of time : 
To reach its close; to terminate, end; rarely , to 
elapse, pass. Sometimes conjugated with be. 

*455 Richard Dk. of York in Ellis Orig. Lett. 11. 40 I. 
226 And that yere expired to geve my said servaunt. .your 
licence to retourne. 2494 Fabyan Chron. vi. cci. 2x0 From 


the firste yere of Pepyn . . to the first yere of Hughe Capet 
expyred or passed ce.xxxix. yeres. c 1500 M eh t sine 317 
After your lyf naturel expired, no man shal . . hold your 
land. <ri55o Cheke Mark i. 15 Jesus, .said y« time is now 
expired .. repent and belev y d gospel. 2608 Shaks. Per, 
in. iv. 24 Until your date expire. 2653 H. Cogan tr. Pinto's 
Trav. xxix. 215 The three dayes abstinence being expired 
lots were cast. 2813 Southey Lett. (1856) II. 278 Lord 
Sunderlin . . has it for three years, one of which is expired. 
2818 Cruise Digest <,ed. 2) VI. 560 Till all the lives, during 
which it was directed to accumulate, should expire. 1865 
Trollope Belton Est. xi. ix8Tili the next session of Parlia- 
ment should have nearly expired. 

? Spenser's use in the following quot, seems to be a forced 
extension of this sense. 

1590 Spenser F. Q. 1. vii. 9 She ... Trebling the dew time 
In which the wombes of wemen doe expire Brought forth 
this monstrous masse. 

b. Of a condition (in a bond or the like), a 
law, patent, truce, etc. appointed for a limited 
time : To become void through lapse of time; to 
reach its term ; to determine. 

c 2477 Caxton Jason 95 b, The triews faylled at time sette 
and exspired. 2596 Shaks. Merck . V. 1. iii. 160 A month 
before This bond expires. 2659 B. Harris Parival's Iron 
Age 17 1 There was a truce for six yeares, which expired in 
that of 1635. _ 2790 Paley Horse Paul Rom. ii. 43 St. Paul’s 
vow was expired before he set forward upon his voyage. 
2804 Earl Lauderd. Publ. Wealth (1819) 162 When the 
patent expires. 1827 W. Selwyn Law Nisi Prins fed. 4I II. 
668 A notice expiring that day of the year. 1855 Macau- 
lay Hist. Eng. IV. 540 To ascertain what temporary statutes 
were about to expire. 

c. Of an action, state, legal title, etc. : To 
cease, come to an end, die out, become extinct. 

c 1450 St. Cuthbert (Surtees) 4479 pe paynyms pride it sail’ 
expire, c 2600 Shaks. Sonn. xxvii, To worke my mind, when 
boddies work’s expired. 2610 Holland Camden's Brit, u 
353 When this dignity was exspired in this family. 1659 B. 
Harris Parivals Iron Age 221 This War, which had lasted 
almost ninety years, .expired in the Spring time, 1648. 1671 
Marvell Corr. Wks. 1872-5 II. 388 Dover Peere was not 
able to get in its report ; so that matter is expired. 1712 -4 
Pope Rape Lock in. 15 Amazed, confused, he found his power 
expired. 2783 Burke Re/. A fairs India Wks. 1842 II. 28 
This trade . . was now itself expiring in the hands of the 
company. 2818 Cruise Digest led. 2) II. 266 An estate tail 
: .expires whenever there is a failure of issue inheritable to 
it. Ibid. III. 373 The title of the daughters expired on the 
birth of the son . 2833 ^ p * Thirlwall in Philol Mus. 1 1 . 522 
The death of Ajax, with which, according to modern notions, 
the interest expires. 2844 Lingard Anglo-Sax. Ch. (1858) I. 
ii. 77 note. The extensive authority . . was meant to expire. 

fd. Of food: To be consumed, exhausted, or 
spent. Obs. rare'- 1 . 

a 1533 Ld. Berners Huon cix. 375 Or xv. dayes were 
passyd, all theyr vytayles were expyred. 

t 7. trans. To cause to expire or cease ; to bring 
to an end, conclude ; to put an end to. Obs. 

2579 Lyly Euphues < Arb.) 77 To swill the drinke that will 
expyre thy date. 2592 Shaks. Rom. <$• Jnl j, iv. 109 Some 
consequence . . Shall . . expire the tearme Of a despised life. 
1594 Nashe Unfort . Trav. 6 If I woulde expire the miserie 
of his vnspeakable tormenting vneertaintie. 2610 Selden 
Duello iv. 25 Death was vmpire by expiring the best spirit 
of the one. 1612 T. Taylor Comm. V itus i. 10 These sedu- 
cers . . will not haue it [circumcision] dated, when the Lord 
hath expired it. 

+ b. To cause (time) to pass; to spend, rare ~ l , 

1589 Nashe in Greene Menaphon^ Ded. (Arb.) 11 Those 
yeares, which shoulde bee employed in Aristotle, are expired 
m Epitomes. 

t Expi're, sb. Obs. rare. [f. prec. vb.] = Ex- 

piration, ’Expiry. 

1612 Sylvester Lacrymae Lacrym. 168 But, day by day, 
vntill our last expire . . Prostrate our Soules . . Before the 
Footstool of th’ Ernpyreall _ Chaire. 2646 Sir T. Browne 
Pseud. Ep. vii, ix. 357 Having seen the expire of Daniels 
prediction, .he [John] accomplished his Revelation. 

Expired (ekspoi»‘jd), ppl, a. [f. Expire v. + 
-ED 1 .] In senses of the verb. 

1. Breathed out, emitted from the lungs, etc. 

2794 J. Hutton Philos. Light, etc. 301 Heat . .expended . . 

for.. heating the expired atmosphere. 2833 Sir C. Bell 
Hand fed. 3) 237 In speaking there is.. required a certain 
force of expired air. 1876 Foster Phys. n. ii. (1879) 30 7 The 
temperature of expired air is variable. 

2. Of a person or animal: That has breathed 
the last breath, dead. Of a fire : Extinct. Of a 
law: That has reached its term; obsolete. Of 
a date or period : Completed. 

1622 Cai.lis Stat. St.wers\xt^f) 71 A Law expired in time, 
though it hath lost his vigor and force, yet it is like a ver- 
tuous man deceased. 4632 Hey wood Eng. Eliz. (1641) 284 
The bones of those which had been long since expired. 2647 
Beaum. Fletcher's Wks. Ded. Ep., The then expired sweet 
Swan of Avon Shakespeare. 1648 H. G. tr. Balzac's Prince 
104 The Greatnesse and Majestic of the expired Common- 
Wealth. 2672 H. M. tr. Erasm. Col log. 246 The expired 
period of ages hath not yet brought that fatal day. 1674 J. 
B[rian] Harv. Home ii. 5 Soon or late, We clasj) our Earth 
in Lifes expired date. 1833 Lamb Elia Ser. 1. xxii. 11865! 171 
The expired, .kitchen fires. 2875 Lyell Princ. Geol. II. nu 
xliv. 515 In recently expired animals. 

Expiree (ekspoburJ*), [f. Expire v. + -ee ; after 
Fr. expire in same sense.] One whose term of 
punishment has expired ; an ex-convict. 

2803 Bentham Wks. 118431 xi. 123 As to returns to Eng- 
land, the idea of preventing them on the part of expirees, .is 
now disclaimed. 2838 Tails Mag. V. 781 The free emi- 
grants of South Australia, and the emancipists and expirees 
of Van Dieman’s Land. 2863 Lotid. Rev. 3 Jan. 4/2 Sir 
Walter Crofton. .traces every expiree where he can. 2884 
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EXPIdOTATE, 


Pall Mall G. 21 Oct. 1/9 Convicts in New Caledonia, who 
may be expected to overflow into Victoria either as fugitives 
Or expirees. 

f Expi rement. Oh. rare. [a. OF. expire- 
merit, f. expirer to Expire.] = Expiration 5 a. 

1526 in Househ. Ord. (1790) 212 The two Masters of the 
household, .shall not depart from thence after the expire- 
ment of the said time. Ibid. 220 Within three dayes of th’ 
expirement of every Moneth. 

Expirent : see Expirant. 

Expirer (ekspoia-mi). [f. Expire v. + -er 1.] 
a. One who expires, b. ~ Expiree. 

1793 J. Beresford in Looker-on. (1794) III. No. 79. 257 
The personal property of the abrupt expirer. 1862 Lena. 
Rev . 30 Aug. 179 The atrocities of this year would be com- 
mitted by a different batch of ruffians, by the expirers of 
1862 instead of by the ticket-of-leave men of 1861. 
Expiring (ekspsie-rig), vbl. sb. [f. as prec. + 
-ing 1 .] The action of the vb. Expire in its 
various senses. 

1612 R. Sheldon Serm. St. Martinis 26 From the day of 
his circumcision, .vntill the apertion of his side, after his 
expiring. 1626 Bacon Sylva § 69 The Expiring of cold out 
of the Inward Parts of the Earth in Winter. 1639 Dk. 
Hamilton in H. Papers (Camden^ 80 The day befor the ex- 
payering of the 8 gevene in your Mat' 8 last proclamatione. 
1662 Stillingfl. Orig. Sacr. 11. vi. § 5 At the expiring of the 
LXX. years, 
b. attrib. 

x66x Walton A ngler fed. 3! 1. t. 9 If the inspiring and 
expiring Organ of any animal be stopt, it suddenly dies. 
1665 Boyle Occas. Re/7., The opportunity 'tis hop’d an ex- 
piring State may give Men for Repentance. 

Expiring (eksp 3 ie*rirj\ ppl. a. [f. as prec. + 
-ing -.] That expires (in senses of verb). 

1. That breathes out air from the lungs, etc. 

2. Of a person or animal : That is in the act of 
breathing his or its last; dying; often applied 
metonymically (like "dying*! to the breath, words, 
etc. of a person expiring. Of a flame, etc. : That 
is dying out, becoming extinguished, 

1634 Habington C as tar a (Arb.) 104 My name . . even thy 
expiring breath Did call upon. 1683 T. Hoy Agathocles 3 
Left in danger of th’ expireing Light. 1746-7 Hekvey 
Medit. (1818) 194 The last accents which quiver on your 
pale, expiring lips. 1822 Bp. Heber in Bp. Taylor's Wks. 
(1839' I. cxxxv, A few expiring lamentations, .were to expiate 
for' many years of obstmate transgression. 1838 Dickens 
Nick. Nick, via. An expiring candle shone before his eyes. 
1870 Disraeli Lothair xxviii. 121 It frantically moved its 
expiring wings. 

Jig. 1660 Milton Free Commw. 453 The last words of our 
expiring liberty. 169 6 Tate & Brady Ps. cxiii. 9 To rescue 
their exspiring Fame. 1776 Gibbon Reel. # F. I. 328 The 
expiring senate, .blazed for a moment, and was extinguished 
for ever. 1849 Ruskin Lamps m. § 20. 87 Like bubbles 
in expiring foam, 1862 Stanley Jew. Ch. (1877) I. viii. 134 
It was the last expiring effort of the old traditions. 

3. Of a period of time : That comes to an end ; 
that is in the act of coming to an end. 

1609 Tourneur Fun. Poem 14 Nor can Death or Fate 
Confine his fame to an expiring date. 1665 J . Spencer 
Prophecies 112 The last dates , being the expiring times of 
the Jewish Oeconomie. 1703 J. Logan in Pa. Hist. Soc. 
Mem. X. 46 The expiring year will by that time show what 
has been done. 1823 Byron Age of Bronze xiv, The impa- 
tient hope of the expiring lease. 

Hence Expi'ring'ly adv., like a thing expiring ; 
as if dying away. 

1835 New Monthly Mag. XLIII. 167 The tones were so 
expiringly soft and low. 

Expiry fekspsiouT). [f. Expire v. + -y.] 

1. Dying, death ; = Expiration 4 . Also fig. of 
an immaterial thing : Destruction, extinction, rare. 

c 1790 Burns Let. to Grose Wks. 1856 III. 152 About the 
time nature puts on her sables to mourn the expiry of the 
cheerful day. 1803 W. Taylor in Ann. Rev. I. 260 Ancient 
history ought, .not to cease with the expiry of the Roman 
empire. 1855 Bailey Mystic 131 But, on expiry, the rebel- 
lious soul Shall other bodies enter. 1864 JPusey Daniel ii. 
62 Men had witnessed, .the inherent vitality of the Gospel 
They predicted the date of its expiry. 

2. Close, termination, end ; = Expiration 5 . 

a. of a period of time. 

1752 J, Louthian Form of Process (ed. 2^ 272 No Decreet 
shall be extracted till after the Expiry of six free Days. 
1862 Smiles Engineers 1 1 , 108 A lease . . renewable at the 
expiry of that term. 1878 Black Green Past, xxxii. 254 At 
the expiry of her year of banishment, ^ 

b. of anything that lasts a certain time, as a 
' contract, truce, etc. Expiry of the Legal (see 

quot. 1 861!. 

1807 W. Taylor in Ann. Rev. V. 562 [He] left the situa- 
tion. .before the expiry of his indentures. 1828-40 Jlytler 
Hist. Scot. (1864) I. 227 The truce was now within a single 
year of its expiry, a 1847 Chalmers Post It. Whs. I. too 
Previous to the expiry of the famine. 1861 W . Bell. Diet. 
Law Scot. s. v., Expiry of the Legal’, is the expiration of 
the period within which the subject of an adjudication may 
be redeemed, on payment of the debt adjudged for. *803 
Smiles Indust. Biog. 2x8 On the expiry of this contract 
the Government determined to establish works of their own. 
1868 Rogers in Adam Smith's IV. N.V ref. 1 . 9 He returned 
[to Scotland] at the expiry of his exhibition [at Oxford]. 

Expiscate ( ekspi*sk^t\ V. [f. L. expisedt -, ppl. 
stem of expiscari , f. ex- out + piscarl to fish, 
f. piscis fish.] irans. To "fish out* ; hence, to 
find out by scrutiny. Occas. with sentence as 
object. . , 

Chiefly in Sc. writers ; elsewhere usually humorously, with 
distinct reference to the etymology.. 


_cx6xx Chapman Iltadx. 181 0 friends, remains not one 
I hat will, .mix , .with their out guards, explicating if the 
renown d extreme 1 hey force on us will serve their turns? 
X 73 X Wodrow Hzst. Snjf. Ch. Scot. in. vii. § 3 This Method 
was fallen upon to expiscate Matter of Criminal Process. 
1830 Galt Lawne^ F. 111. xii, I just propounded the project 
that I might expiscate some kind of satisfaction to my 
curiosity. 1831 Wilson in Blackw. Mag. No. x8o To 
Corresp., Should we observe any farther impertinence on 
his part, we shall expiscate it. 1848 H. Miller First 
Jmpr. xvii. (18571 285 The evidence already expiscated 
on this point. 1864 D’Arcy W. Thompson Day Dreams 
iv. led. 2) 38 Have they ever expiscated one intelligible 
reason ? 

*[\ nonce-use. To exhaust offish. 

1858 Sat. Bez\ V. 569/1 Norway is nearly expiscated. 
Explication (ekspisk^ijan). [as if ad. L. 
*exptscai lan-em, n. of action f. expiscari: see 
prec.] The action of expiscating or fishing out ; 
the investigation or examination of or into fa 
matter). 

1605 Chapman Commend. Verses on B. Jonso/is Sejanus, 
The Castalian Head ; In expiscation of whose Mysteries, 
Our Netts must still be clog’d with heauy Lead. 1753 Scots 
Mag. July 364/2 There should be the fullest expiscation 
mto the truth or falsity of these deeds. 1874 R. H. Story 
IV. Carstares 183 Busied in the expiscation of the various 
machinations. 

Expiscator (eksprsk^toD. rare- 1 , [f. Ex- 
piscate v. + -or.] One who expiscates ; an inves- 
tigator. Const, of. 

1882 J. Brown John Leech 320 These mighty expiscators 
and exploders of myths. 

Expiscatory (ekspi*skatori), a. rare, [as if 
ad. L. expisedtori-us , f. expiscari : see Expiscate 
and -ory.] Tending to expiscate or * fish out V 
1829 Blackw. Mag. XXVI. 586 , 1 was moved thereunto by 
an expiscatory curiosity. 1837 Carly le Diam. Ncckl. M isc. 
(*888) V. iqo By . .expiscatory questions, .this most involute 
of Lies is finally winded off. 

Explain (ekspl^E -n), v. Forms: 6 explaine, 
6-7 explayne, 6 -8 explane, 7 - explain, [ad. L. 
expldndre , f. ex- (see Ex- prefJ) -t plan-tis flat. 
Plain. Cf. OF. ex-, esplaner ,] 
f 1. To smooth out, make smooth, take out 
roughness from. Oh. 

1 S 49 Chaloner tr. Erasm. Mori or Enc. Bj, He must 
caulme and explane his forehead. 1650 Bulwer Anthro- 
pomet. 9 Their faces are explained or flatted by art. 

1 2. To open out, unfold, spread out flat (a 
material object). Also ref. and inir. for ref. To 
explain {itself ) into: to develop. Oh. 

1607 Deloney Strange Hist. 1. (Percy Soc.) 10 Her wit,, 
like a ship her selfe explaines. 1644 Bulwer Chiron. 53 
The left hand explained into a Palme. 1664 Evelyn Sylva 
(1776) 231 Before they [buds] explain into leaves. 1684 — 
in Phil. Trans. XIV, 560 The Horse-Chesnut is .. ready 
to explain its leaf. 1721 R. Bradley Wks. Nat. 46 In the 
Gourd ..a Seed . . coming to explain itself into a Plant of 
full Perfection, will spread its Vine in six months. Ibid. 
144 Beetles . . have . . Wings . . so disposed as to fold up or 
explain themselves at the Will of the Insect. 

t to* To make plainly visible ; to display ; also, 
To explain itself to be (something). Obs. 

1607 Rowlands Famous Hist. 71 That life she entertains 
..And such severity therein explains. 1608 R. Johnson 
7 Champions n. P ivb, The darke night began .. to give 
Aurora libertie to explayne her purple brightnesse. 1647 
N. Bacon Disc. Govt. Eng. 1. Ivii. 105 England would . . ex- 
plain itself unto the World to be a regular Government. 

3. a. To unfold (a matter) ; to give details of, 
enter into details respecting. Occas. with indirect 
question as obj. 

1513 More Rich. III. Wks. 63/2 Other thinges, which the 
. , doctor rather signified then fully explaned. 1571 Digges 
Pantom. iv. xxv. Ffiv b, To explane the composition, 
fourme, nature, and proportion. 1729 Butler Serm. Pref. 
Wks. II. 9 The following Discourses . . were intended to 
explain what is meant by the nature of man. 1756 C. Lucas 
Ess. Waters I. Pref., 1 thought it just to explane the Medi- 
cinal Qualities. 18 66 J. Martineau Ess. I. 71 Does he 
explain the business of Ethics ? _ Mod., You have not ex- 
plained how your results are obtained. 
absol. 1671 Milton Samson 1583 Wearied with slaughter 
then, or how? explain. 1741 Middleton Cicero I. m. 169 
A tongue that could explane. 

b. To make plain or intelligible ; to clear of 
obscurity or difficulty. 

1552 Huloet, Explayne, explico. 1579 Fulke Hoskins* 
Part. 345 He hath not explaned the manner qf the mysteries 
1631 Hobbes Leviath. iv. xlvi. 378 The Power of Explain- 
ing them [Laws] when there is need. 1676 QhMtviiLEssk 
Confidence in Philos. 6 How the pure Mind can receive 
information from things that are not like it self . . is . . not 
to be explain'd. <21732 Gay (Jf.\ You will have variety of 
commentators to explain the 'difficult ..passages to you. 1873 
Manning Mission H. Ghost ii. 44 What the child cannot 
understand you, explain. ■ 1875 Jovvett Plato (ed. 2) III. 
131. Allow me to explain my meaning. / 

4. To assign a meaning to, state the meaning or 
import of; to interpret. 

1608 Shaks. Per. n. ii. 1.4 .'Tis now: your honour, daughter, 
to explain The labour of each knight, in h is device. 1667 
Milton P. L. ii. 5x8 The sounding Alchymie By Harald's 

■ ■ voice explain'd. ■ x6p2 Dryden Si. Euremonl's Ess. 109 An 
innocent word maliciously explained. 1726 Chetwood Adv. 
Capt. R. Boyle 48 This he told Mirza in the Moorish 
Tongue, but explain’d it to me in English. 1744 Berke- 
ley Siris §221 To define fire by heat would be to explain a 
thing by itself. 1878 Browning La Saisiaz 30 Hindrance 
is the fact acknowledged, howso’er explained as Fate, For- 
tune, Providence. 


b. To explain away : to modify or do away with 
(a meaning, etc.) by explanation ; to explain so as 
to deprive of force or significance, esp. an offensive 
one. + To explain oneself away: to explain away 
one’s meaning. 

1709 Pope Ess. Crit. 117 Those explained the meaning 
quite away. *729 Butler Serm. Pref. Wks. II. 22 There 
is a strange affectation In many people of explaining away 
all particular affections. 1786 H. Tooke Parley Introd. 
(1798) 11 You shall not be permitted to explain yourself 
away. 1855 Macaulay Hist. Eng. IV. 741^ His words were 
taken down ; and, though he tried to explain them away, he 
was sent to the Tower. 1877 Mozley Univ. Serm. vii. 154 
To explain away the natural meaning of this part of Scrip- 
ture language. 1885 Hemming in Law Rep, 29 Chanc. Div. 
293 He seeks to explain away the authorities we rely on. 

5. To make clear the cause, origin, or reason of ; 
to account for. 

1736 Butler Anal. 1. v. "Wks. I. 90 It may he hard to ex- 
plain the faculty, by which we are capable of habits. 1777 
Sheridan Sck. Scand. iv. iii, I make no doubt — but I shall 
explain everything to your satisfaction. xB6o Tyndall 
Glac. n. viii. 267 The principles we have laid down enable 
us to explain the difference. 1863 Mary Howitt F. Bre- 
mers Greece II. xiv. 91 It has been known from the most 
ancient times, but has never yet been explained in a satis- 
factory manner. 

6 . ref. To make one’s meaning clear and in- 
telligible, speak plainly. Also, to give an account 
of one’s intentions or motives. Formerly with 
subord. clause: To state in explanation of one’s 
conduct that, etc. 

1624 Gataker Transubst. (1626) 86 More particularly ex- 
plaining himselfe he saith. 1647 N. Bacon Disc. Govt. 
Eng.x. xliv* (1739L71 The Duke must now explain himself, 
that it was the value of the English Crown, and not the 
Title, that brought him over. 1660 Fuller Mixt Contempt. 
(1841)216 Being desired farther to explain himself ; I mean, 
said he, [etc.]. 1791 Mrs._Radcliffe Rom. Forest ix, Ex- 
plain yourself, lovely Adeline. 

7. iutr. a. With subord. clause. To say in ex- 
planation that. 

1867 Baker Albert Nyanza II. 162 Explaining that I was 
quite out of stores and presents. 1873 Jowett Plato (ed. 2) 
IV. 132 He . . explains to Socrates that he has attained the 
conception of ideas by a process of generalization, 
t b. To speak one’s mind against, upon. 
(Somewhat common in 18th c.) 

1709 Steele Taller No. 45 P 9 My intended Purpose . . 
was to explain upon the Order of Merry Fellows. 1718 
Hickes & Nelson J. Kettlewell ir. xxxiv. 14 1 The Designs 
. . which they had . . so loudly explained against, 1764 
Chesterf. Lett. IV. 202 The Public ., begins to explain 
upon him. 

Hence Explained, ppl. a. ; in quot. as compar. 
1683 Col. Rec. Pennsylv. I. 140 Y* Assembly requested .« 
that a further Explainer Sence might be admitted. 

Explainable (ekspL?i*nabi}, a. Also 7 ex- 
plainable. [f. prec. + -able.] That may or can 
be explained, made clear, or accounted for; 
capable of interpretation. 

1610 Healey St. Aug. Citie of God 842 Many of these 
examples . . are . . but explainable by weake conjectures. 
1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. v. xxi. § 13. 268 Thus is it 
symbolically explainable and implieth purification. 1768- 
74 Tucker Lt. Nat. (1852) II. 657 Virtues which have a 
worth of their own explainable to his understanding. 1842 
Dickens Lett. (1880) 1 . 77 , 1 have an idea not easily explain- 
able in writing. 1873 H. C. Wood Therap, (1879) 
Phenomena .. explainable by the action of the drug upon 
the sensitive nerves. 

Explainer (ckspl^moi). : [f. Explain + -erI.] 

One who or that which explains. 

1389 Puttenham Eng Poesie m.xii. (Arb.) 179 The Greekes 
call him [a maner of speach] Prolepsis, we the Propounder, 
or the Explaner. 1643 Milton Divorce n. iii, *1851) 68 Ac- 
cording to our common explainers. 1695 Motteux St. 
Olou's Morocco 41 Their Prophet, whom they call God’s 
great Favorite, and the Explainer of his Will, i860 Bagehot 
Unref. Pari. 37 He must be, if not a great orator, a great 
explainer, 1881 Daily News 29 Dec. 5/2 He was the ex- 
pounder and explainer of the reforms. 

Explaining, vbl. sb. [f. Explain +• -ing 1 .] 
The action of the vb. Explain ; +sm explana- 
tion. 

1380 Sidney A rcadia (1622^ 383 This Sonnet, which might 
serue as an explaining to the other. i6s6_H. Phi lups Purch. 
Patt. (1676' 175 The Table is so plain it needs no explain- 
ing. 1721 R. Bradley Wks. Nat. no No more than the 
unfolding and explaining of their Parts one after another. 
.1740' Watts [ReMnxntS'Of Time.$xj., I am quite/tired,. . ..of 
these human explainings, so various and uncertain. 

Explaining (ekspl^niq),///. a. [f. Explain 
-F-INO#,]" , That explains or makes clear. 

1830 Mrs. Browning Poems 1 . 261; Ere' her last Explaining;." 
words were said. 

' Hence Explainingly tzz/©. .. 

1889 Sat. Rev. 14 Dec. 684/2 ‘ Black Prince — the name of 
my horse/ she added explainingly. 

f Explart, v. Oh. rare- 1 . In 7 explat(e ?). 
[? f. Ex- + Plait v.] trans. To remove the plaits 
from ; to unravel. In quot.^g. 

<71613 B. Jonson Underwoods , Ixiv, Thou.. lake Solon’s 
self, explat’st the knotty laws. 

Explanate (e*ksplan?it\ a. Ent. and Zool. 
[ad. L. explandt-us, pa. pple. of expldndre to flatten 
out i see Explain).] Spread out flat. 

1846 Dana Zooph. iv. (1848)67 Such forms have been called 
explanate or folxaceous. 1848 Maunder Treas. Nat. Hist. 
App., Explanate, when the sides of the prothorax are so 
depressed and dilated as to form, a broad margin. 
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Explanation (eksplanJ* *Jbn\ Also 4 explan- 
aciotm. [ad. L. expldnatidn-em, n. of action f. 
expldndre : see Explain.] 

1. The action or process of explaining: ; an in- 
stance of the same. In explanation of: for the 
purpose of explaining, f Act of Explanation — 
Explanatory Act. 

2382 Wyclif posit. Pro!., "We han cfemed. . . to sit ten to the 
explanacioun of the prophetis. 1532 More Confut. Find ale 
Wks. 478/2 By which explanackms by mouth the people 
came into y 3 vndouted trouth. 1664 Evelyn Kal. Hod. 
(1729)229 , 1 pass to the Explanation of the following Table. 
1689 Luttrell Brief Ret. (1857; I. 555 The ... parliament . . 
have repealed .. the acts of settlement and explanation. 
1729 Butler Serin. Wks. II. 153, I proceed to the parti- 
cular explanation of the precept before us. 1767 Junius 
Lett . xxx. 90 A few lines in explanation of some passages 
in my last letter. 1848 Macaulay Hist. Eng. I. 666 The 
malignity . . seemed to require explanation. 

2. That which explains, makes clear, or accounts 
for ; a method of explaining or accounting for ; 
a statement that makes things intelligible. Also 
(as title), a treatise composed for the purpose of 
explaining. 

a 1610 Healey Cebes F 7 h, This explanation resembleth the 
riddle of Sphynx. 1664 H. More Myst. Iniq. i. 3, I have 
more at large discoursed in my Explanation of the Mystery 
of Godliness, a 1715 Burnet Ot m Time (1734) II. 214 The 
ill effects that were like to follow on those different Ex- 
planations [of the Trinity]. 1791 Mrs. Radcliffe Rom. 
Forest i, La Motte now asked for an explanation of the 
scene. 1836 Sir B. Brodie Psychol. Inq . Lvi.233 Facts 
are not to be rejected merely because the explanation offered 
of them proves to be erroneous. 1883 Froude Short Stud. 
IV, 1. iv. 44 Vast sums were found to have been received . . 
of which no explanation had been given. 

Comb. 1716 M. Davies. A then. Brit. III. 46 It passes 
through his own Explanation-strainer. 

3. A mutual declaration of the sense of spoken 
words, motives of actions, etc,, with a view to 
adjust a misunderstanding and reconcile differences ; 
hence, a mutual understanding or reconciliation of 
parties who have been at variance. 

1840 Barham Ingot. Leg Spectre of Tapp., 1 shall come 
to an immediate explanation wit h your father on the subject. 

Explanativ© (eksplce'nativ), a. [f. L. type 
*expldnatTv-us % f. ex plan are : see Explain.] Tend- 
ing to explain, containing an explanation. 

1750 Warburton Julian 11, 18 1 What follows, .is ex plan - 
ative of what went before. 1837 New Monthly Mag. 'Ll. 
117 He grows more explicit and explanative. 
Bxplanato-, combining form of L. expldna- 
tus Explanatk, in sense c spread, or spreading out 
in a plane, or flat surface’. 

1846 Dana Zoopk. (1848) 253 The species which grow from 
a central attachment (explanato-glomerate). Ibid. 279 Ex- 
planato-foliaceous, suborbiculate, unifacial. Ibid. 602 Car- 
no -e, explanato-gemmate Alcyonidse. 

Explanator (e'ksplamdtai). rare. [f. as prec. 
+ -OR.J An explainer. 

1816 Keatingk Trav. I. 283 Time, the grand explanator. 
1858 Miss Mulock Th. ab. Worn. 50 We. are acute and ac- 
curate historians ; clear explanators of science. 

Explanatory (eksplee-natari), a. and sb. [f. 
as prec. + -ORY.] A. adj. 

1. Serving or adapted to explain (something), 
containing or helping to an explanation. Const of. 
Explanatory Act : an Act of Parliament passed 
to explain the meaning, drift, or application of 
a previous Act 

2628. Bolton Flams To Rdr. 2 The words . . here and 
there inserted in a different letter . . are for the most part 
explanatory of the Authors meaning. 1672 Essex Papers 
(Camden) I. 1 Y a seaven yeers granted for it, in y a Explan- 
atory Act, are neere Expired. 1753 Hogarth Anal. Beauty 
t A short essay, accompanied with two explanatory prints. 
1856 Froude hist. Eng. (1858) II. ix. 326 To guard against 
misconception, an explanatory document was drawn up by 
the government. 1883 Proctor in Knowledge 7 Sept. 156/1, 
I feel tempted to lay down in despair the explanatory pen. 

2. Of persons, their qualities, etc. : Having the 
function of explaining, disposed or ready to give 
explanation. 

1743 Walpole Lett. H. Mann (1834) I. Ixxxix. 313, I find 
you still overwhelmed with Richcourt's folly and the Ad- 
miral's explanatory ignorance, 1756 Foote Eng. fr. Paris 
1. Wks. 1799 I. 916 The law is an oracular idol, you are ex- 
planatory ministers. 1848 Dickens Dornbey vi. 59 He ren- 
dered himself as explanatory as he could. 

+ B. sb. = Explanation 2 . Obs. 

1630 R. Holungworth Exerc. cone. Usurped Powers 49 
This may be the best explanatory of that. 

Hence Explanatorily adv. Explanatoriness, 
the quality of being explanatory. 

1863 Dickens Mnt. Fr. 1. xii,The city which Mr. Podsnap 
so explanatorily called ‘London, Londres.’ 1870 Miss 
Broughton Red as Rose I. 208 Miss Craven has had a fall 
, .he remarks explanatorily. 

. 1730-6 Bailey (folio', Explanatoriness. 1885 Voices cry- 
ing in Wilderness iv. 119 A sort of general explanatoriness 
that seemed intended to check further questions. 

t Expla'nt, V. Obs. [ad. mod.L. explant -are, 
i. ex - (see Ex- prefix + plantdre to plant, f. planta 
plant, on the analogy of implantdrel] trans. To 
send forth as an offshoot 

p * 57 8 Banister Hist. Man v. 84 These [fibres] are explanted 
from the second cauitie or cell in the kidneys. 

t Explanta’tion. Obs. rare, [f.prec. + -ation.] 


The action of sending forth as an offshoot ; concr. 
an offshoot, outgrowth. 

1378 Banister Hist. Many. 84 [The bladder] goeth into 
a necke, for the emplantation and explantation of certaine 
passages. 1613 Crooice Body of Man 378 Thredy strings. . 
to which more fleshy explantations or risings do accrew. 

t Explay* , v. Obs. rare. [ad. L. explicare, 
after the analogy of display. Cf. hr. esploier.\ 
trans. To unfold, display. 

a 16x9 Fotherby Atheom. u. vii!. § 3 (1622) 285 Mans 
minde doth dayly such it selfe explay, As Gods great Will 
doth frame it euery day. 1639 H. ViNTENERin Fuller Holy 
War \ 1647) A vij a, As light embroiderie explayes its giOrie. 
f Explees, obs. form of Esplees, Law. 

1628 Coke On Litt. 17 b, The patron shall not allege the 
explees or taking of the profits in himself. 164a Perkins 
Prof. Bk. v. § 334. 148 The issue of the donee shall, .alledge 
the^Explees in his Father. 1773 in Ash. 

Expleite(n, obs. form of Exploit v. 
t £*xplement. Obs. [f. L. explcment-um that 
which fills up, f. explore to fill up : see Explete 
and -ment.] That which fills up ; fulfilment. 

1393 Nashe Christ's T. 38a, Thou wert blinded, & wantedst 
the sence, in Vespasian to picke out his [a prophecy’s] ex- 
plement [ed, 1613 expletement]. 1658-78 in Phillips. 

t Exple*ndency, Obs. rare - 1 . [f. L. ex- out 
+ splendent- em, pr. pple. of splendere to shine : 
see -ency.] Brightness. Cf. Resplendency. 

1647 H. More Song of Soul 11. m. 11. xiv, They have close 
clapt up all his [Phoebus’] explendency. 
t £xple*nisil, v. Obs. rare [f. E X- pref I 
+ Plenish.] trans. To appease, satisfy. 

1612 Shei.ton Qttix. I. in. iv. 137 He had his Fantasy ever 
explenished with these Battels, Enchantments . . Loves and 
Challenges. 

t Exple'te, ppl a. Obs. Also 6 expleat, [ad. 
L. explet-uSy pa. pple. of explore : see next.] 
Filled up, completed ; complete, perfect. 

1534 Hildebrand (W. de W.) A vj, The yere explete, the 
wydqwe. . tyed an haulter aboute her sonnes necke and [etc.]. 
1570 in Levins Manip. 1608 Middleton Mad World v. it, 
A very explete justice ! 

+ Exple’te, Obs. Also expleat, [f. L, ex- 
plot- ppl. stem of explore , f. ex- (see Ex- prof 1 ) + plere 
to fill. In some examples perh. a var. of Exploit.] 

1. trans. To fill out; to satiate, satisfy; to com- 
plete (a period of time). 

c 1430 Lydg. Sockets v. vii. (1554"' 128 a, Texplete their lust 
certaine . 1635 Heywood Hierarch, m. 107 The Great 
Yeare..some hold to be expleted in 36000 Solaris yeres, 
1630 Fuller Pisgah iv. vii. 123 Nothing under an Infinite, 
can expleat . . the immortall minde of man. 1657 Tomlinson 
Renote’s Disp . 293* Wax.. moderately expletes the body. 

2. To do fully ; to complete, accomplish. 

1430 Lydg. Chron. Troy Prol., This worke texplete that 
ye not refuse. 1529 in Fiddes Wolsey n. 171 Of such yers 
as was mete & hable to explete that act. 1 6zx Speed Hist. 
Gt. Brit. ix. xxi. § 71 Being of yeeres able to explete the act. 

Expletement : see Explement. 
t Exple’tion, Obs. [ad. L. expletion-em , n. of 
action {.explore : see Explete vl] The action of fill- 
ing, the state of being filled to the full ; satisfaction. 

1629 Gaule Holy Mad n. 400 Expletion but increases the 
Malady. 1677 Hale Prim. Orig, Man. iv. vui. 377 The exple- 
tion of the Faculties of the Sensible Nature.. 1717 Killing- 
beck Serm. xviii. 374 The Expletion of their Desires. 

Expletive (e*kspl/tiv, eksplrtiv), a. and sb. 
[ad. L. expletw-us serving to fill out, f. explore ; 
see Explete. Cf. Fr. expletifl\ A. adj. 

1. Serving to fill out ; introduced merely to 
occupy space, or to make up a required quantity 
or number : a. geti. 

1656-81 in Blount Glossogr. 2666 Tillotson Rule of 
Faith 1. § 3 Those expletive topicks which popish writers. . 
do generally make use of to help out.a book. 2762 Churchill 
Rosciad Poems 1763 I, 16 Expletive Kings, and Queens 
without a name, a 1833 Han. More in Leslie & Taylor Sir 
J. Reynolds (2865) II. vii. 209 Scarce an expletive man or 
woman of the party. 2874 Knight Diet. Mech.y Expletive- 
stone (Masonry), one used for filling a vacuity. 

b. esp. Of words and phrases : Serving merely 
to fill out a sentence, help out a metrical line, etc. 
Also occas. of a mode of expression : Redundant, 
wordy. 

a 1677 Barrow Wks. (1741) I. xv. 10 He useth them [oaths] 
as expletive phrases, .to plump his speech, a 2771 R. Wood 
Genius of Homer (27751 288 Homer's particles were [not] 
altogether condemned to this mere expletive duty. 2779-81 
Johnson L. P., Addison Wks. III. 89 The lines, which 
there is little temptation to load with expletive epithets. 
2804 Southey in Robberds Mem, W. Taylor I, 494 ‘The 
Key my loose, powerless fingers forsook', a lame and ex- 
pletive way of saying * I dropt the key \ 1874 Sayce Corn- 
par. Philol. i. 29 The influence of Emphasis will.. show 
itself, .in the introduction of expletive ones [sounds]. 

U c. nonce-use. Gi ven to using expletives, 

2857 Mayne Reid in Chamb. Jml. VII. 329 The old 
trapper had grown expletive. 

1 2. Having the attribute of supplying a defi- 
ciency. Obs. 

%8x6 Keatinge Trav. I. 38 Reymond. .supplies this defi- 
ciency : but he is not sufficiently expletive in regard to this 
eastern part of the chain . 

3. Tending or seeking to supply a loss; com- 
pensative. rare . (Cf. quot. 1853 s.v. Expletory.) 

1838-9 Hallam Hist. Lit. III. iv. rn. § 217. 202 Punish- 
ment., is not a part of attributive, and hardly of expletive 
justice. 


B. sb. 

1. An expletive word or phrase, one used for 
filling up a sentence, eking out a metrical line, etc. 
without adding anything to the sense. 

2622 Brinsley Lud. Lit. viii. (1627) 97 As also Conjunc- 
tions, Copulatives [etc.] - .so expletives, and certaine others. 
2668 Wilkins Real Char. 1. iv. § 6. 18 Words that are mere 
Expletives, not adding any thing to the Sense. 2779-82 
Johnson L. P., Pope Wks. IV. 136 Expletives he very early 
ejected from his^ verses. 2816 J. Gilchrist Philos. Elynt. 
185 Must insignificant particles be consecrated into elegant 
expletives? 2838-9 Hallam Hist. Lit. III. v. m. § 71.277 
Articles and expletives.. are. .employed for the sake of the 
metre, not of the sense. 

b. Often applied to a profane oath or other 
meaningless exclamation. 

2823 Scott Guy M. xxviii, Retaining only such of their 
expletives as are least offensive. 1840 Barham Ingol. Leg., 
Spectre of Tapp., Tom . . replied, .with an expletive. 2892 
E. Peacock N. Brent on I. 63 ‘Confound him!' or some 
stronger expletive exploded from the Earl's lips. 

2. An ‘ expletive ’ person or thing ; one that 
merely serves to fill up space. 

2688 R. L’Estrange Brief Hist. Times II. 69 This Article 
[of an Impeachment] is an Expletive; and Signifies just 
nothing. 2753 Young Centaur ii. Wks 1757 IV. no Was 
man made only to flutter, sing, and expire ? A mere ex- 
pletive in the mighty work, .of the Almighty ? 2772 Graves 
Spir. Quixote ix. xv. (1783) II I. 52 A gooseberry tart ; with 
other ornamental expletives of the same kind. 2872 O. W. 
Holmes Poet Breakf-t. i. 9 He is a sort of expletive at 
the table, serving to stop gaps. 

b. Something that supplies deficiencies ; a sup- 
plement. rare. 

1879 Sir G. G. Scott Led. Archit . I. 207 They may, . be 
studied [in Italy], .as an aid and expletive to what we learn 
elsewhere. 

Hence BxpIetrveXy adv., in an expletive manner, 
with redundancy of expression. Expletiveness, 
the quality of being expletive, 

2607 Hieron Defence 1 . 160 To be put in expletiuely and 
by way of explication, i860 J. Young Prov. Reason 171 
Loosely, expletively, rhetorically, we speak of the Infinite 
Life. 1730 6 Bailey ifolio), Expletiveness , expletive or 
filling up quality. 

Expletory (e-ksplztsri), a. [as if ad. L. type 
*expletdriuSy T. explore : see Explete v.] Serving 
to fill up ; ~ Expletive A. 

2679 Burnet Hist. Ref. I. in, 243 An expletory word. 
2797 Brit. Critic Feb. 171 Dr. Garden is so fond of this ex- 
pletory embellishment. 1823 Lamb Elia (1860)31 With the 
expletory yell, ■* and I will, too.' 2833 Whewell tr. Grotius 
de Jure Belli et Pads II. 11. § 3 In punishment the justice 
which is exercised is expletory justice [L./ustitia expletrix\. 

Explicable (e-ksplikab’i), a. [ad. L. explica- 
bilis , f. explicare to Explicate.] That may be 
explicated or explained ; that admits of being 
cleared of difficulty, or of being accounted for. 

2356 J. Heywood Spider <5- F. lxiv. 82 All parts of best 
wit had, bene vnable To catch, kepe, and make, thacount 
explicable. 1578 Banister Hist. Man vm, 202 How the 
sight is made . . is not with facilitie explicable. 1624 Fisher 
in F : White Reply Fisher 266 This Text being thus cleerely 
explicable 2660 Boyle New Exp, Phys. Meek. i. (1682) 
12 That notion by which it seems likely that most if not all 
of them [experiments] will prove explicable. 1783 Burke 
Rep. Affairs India Wks. XI. 300 It is not explicable . . 
why the Nabob, .could not have equally given them [bills] 
in discharge of the debt. 1804 W. Taylor in Ann. Rev . 
II. 229 The word Coning or king, and the word Tascio, 
purse or scrip, are as explicable in Gothic as in Welsh. 
1877 Owen in Wellesley’s Disp. p. xxxi, His apparently 
harsh conduct, .is. .mainly explicable on this ground, 
f b. Of an equation ; Solvable. Obs, 

1694 E. Halley Roots Equat. in Misc. Cur. (1708) II. 84 
The Equation proposed, is not explicable by any other Root, 
Hence E ‘xplicaBleness, the quality of being 
explicable. 

1727 in Bailey vol. II ; and in mod. Diets, 
t Explicate (e-ksplik^t"), ppl. a. Obs. [ad. L. 
explicat-us, pa. pple. of explicare : see Explicate v.] 
a. Unfolded, expanded, b. Unfolded in words, 
fully stated ; esp. of a syllogism, c. Made clear ; 
plain, intelligible. 

# a. 2661 Lovell Hist. Anim. <J* Min. Introd., The intestine 
in some is small . . The appendices are explicate. 

b. 153a Hen. VIII in Burnet Hist. Ref II. 169 When 
our cause was proponed to your holiness, when it was ex- 
plicate and declared afore^ the same. 1605 A. Wotton 
Anew. Pop. Articles 4 A simple syllogisme is either con- 
tract or explicate. Ibid, $ In an explicate syllogisme the 
proposition is general! . 1628 T. Spencer Logick 270 A suf- 
ficient reason why we should call a Syllogisme explicate : 
for thereby it is vnfolded to the full. 2648 N. Estwick 
Treat, Holy Ghost 53 The Proposition .. is unwarrantable 
in the second explicate, or first figure. 

c. 1647 Jer. Taylor Lib. Proph. i. 7 Whatsoever is ex- 
pressed . . m made articulate and explicate. 2686 Goad 
Celest Bodies 1. ix. 33 How explicate is the Solution of this 
great Question. 1698 R, F ercuson Vieno Eccles. 61 Thought 
them hardly either vindicable or explicate without it. 

Hence f E*acplicately adv. — Explicitly i. 
atSiq Bayne Dioc. Tryall (1621) 19 People, who though 
explicately they did not beleeve in Christ, yet had in them 
the faith of the Messiah. 

Explicate (e'ksplik^O , v. [f. L . expUcdt- ppl. 
stem of explied-re, f. ex- out +plicare to fold, Ply.] 
+ 1. trans. To unfold, unroll; to smooth out 
(wrinkles); to open out (what is wrapped up); 
to expand ^buds, leaves, etc.). Obs. 


EXPLICATION, 


437 


EXPLICITLY. 




*6ao Bp. King Semi. 8 When he intend eth his business to 
purpose, then hee standeth vpon his feet, explicated and 
displayed his limbes. 1646 Sm T. Browne Pseud, Ep. 

11. vi. § 4. 99 The Rose of Jericho will, .explicate its flowers 
contracted. 1651 Bedell Life Erasmus in Fullers Abel 
Reditu 69 A gold Ring, which explicated, became an exact 
celestiall sphere. 1660 Sharrock Vegetables 37 The leaves 
..explicate themselves. 1710 T. Fuller Pharm. Extemp. 
393 It [the Glyster]. .explicates Corrugations of the Fibres. 
17x2 Blackmore Creation 66 They explicate the leaves. 

fig. . 1536 Latimer 1st Serm. hef Convoc. Wks. 1. 32 If 
ye diligently roll them in your minds, and after explicate 
and open them, a 1652 J. Smith Sel. Disc . v. 140 Our love 
is wont to explicate and unfold its affection. 

+ b. To spread out, expand in area or volume. 

1578 Banister Hist. Man vm. 103 The Muscles . . expli. 
catyng their owne substaunce, do constitute a tendinous 
Membran. 1666 G. Harvey Morb. Angl. iv. 31 The blood 
being thus expanded and explicated into a turgency. 

+ C. To spread out to view, display. Obs. 

1647 H. More Poems 235 From her centre Her pregnant 
mind she [the soul J fairly explicates In actuall forms. 1678 
Wanley IVond. Lit. World m. xliv. §30. 227/2 There the 
Zodiack did explicate its Signs. 

■ + 2. a. To disentangle, unravel ; fig. (cf. 6). b. 
To disentangle, extricate from , out of difficulties. 

a. 1663 Sir G. Mackenzie Relig. Stoic x iii. (1685) 124 
Apter to beget than to explicate difficulties, a 1713 Ell- 
wood A utobiog. Supp. (1714) 438, I might cite a great deal 
more, to explicate this Controversie. 

b. 1614 Raleigh Hist. World II. v. v. § 6. 582 Hee did 
neuer meet with any difficultie, whence hee could not ex- 
plicate himselfe, 1668 Clarendon Find. Tracts -1727) 53 
No way to explicate the kingdom out of those intricacies. 

3. To develop, bring out what is implicitly con- 
tained in (a notion, principle, proposition), 

1628 T, Spencer Logick 260 A simple Syllogisme hath the 
parts contracted, or explicated, a 1716 South Serm. (1717) 
VI. 427 To explicate and draw forth this General into the 
several Particulars wrapt up and included in it. 1837-8 
Sir W. Hamilton Logic xix. (1866) 1. 383, I do not think it 
necessary to explicate these two reasonings. 1864 Bowen 
Logic iii. 48 By logicians generally, .this principle has been 
explicated into three general Axioms. 

4. To unfold in words; to give a detailed ac- 
count of. Sometimes with indirect question as obj. 
Now rare ; = Explain 3 a. 

1531 Elyot Gov. i. xv, I name him a gramarien . . that 
can expounde good autours explicating the figures as well 
of sentences as wordes. 1553 Pole in'Strype Cranmern. 
373 Ye have explicated how the whole matter . . may be 
concluded. 1657 Tomlinson Renou’s Disp. 145 We might 
dilucidly explicate the. .composition of medicaments, a 1734 
North Exam. hi. vii. § 52 (1740) 541 The Terms good and 
bad., being beforehand well explicated to the People. 
1831 Crayons from Commons 48 In dismal doleful ploratory 
strain He explicates the amount of loss and gain, a 1834 
Lamb Misc. Wks. (1871) 504 An unfairness . . which this 
would not be quite the proper place for explicating. 

absol. 1596 Dalrymple tr. Leslie’s Hist. Scot. (1885'' 8 
Bot will explicat mair at large. 1651-3 Jer. Taylor Serm. 
for Year i. (1850) 17 As Christ related, and His Apostles 
recorded and explicated. 

f 5. To disclose the cause or origin of (a pheno- 
menon) ; to account for. Obs . ; = Explain v. 5. 

1605 Timme Quersit. 1. vii. 29 To explicate the sowernes 
of the vineagar. 1660 Boyle New Exp. Phys. Meek. i. 
(16821 13 There is yet another way to explicate the Spring 
of the Air. 172(9 Butler Serm. Pref. Wks. 1874 II. 10 
Perceptions . . which . . it may not be very easy at first view 
to explicate. 

0. To make clear the meaning of (anything) ; to 
remove difficulties or obscurities from ; to clear 
up, explain. Now rare ; = Explain v. 3 b. 

1622-62 Heylin Cosmogr. Introd, (1674) 18/1 Geography 
we will first define . . And after explicate such terms . . as 
are not obvious. 1650 S. Clarke. Eccl. Hist. 1. (1654'' 45 
He was wondrous quick to explicate obscure passages. 
1693 Dryden Juvenal Ded. liii, The last Verse of his last 
Satire . .is not yet sufficiently explicated. 1814 W. Van Mil- 
dert Bampton Led. iii. (ed. 2) 82 Vain attempts to expli- 
cate points which , . must ever remain enveloped m . . mystery. 
1865 Bushnell Vicar. Sacr. iv. i. (1868) 450 Terms by which 
they [the lustral figures] must be explicated. 

t b. ref. To explain oneself; to make clear 
one’s meaning. Obs. 

1563 Nowel Serm. bef. Queen (1853) 225 To explicate 
myself, I say, etc. 1631 Bp. Hall Rem. Wks. (1660) 205 
The Church of England having plainly explicated herself. 
1638 Featly Transub. 253 Once more explicate your selfe. 
t e. intr. To enter into explanations. Obs. rare , 

1781 Mad. D’Arblay Diary <$* Lett. II. 77 We explicated 
about the letters and the coach and so forth. 

Hence Explicated///, a., unfolded, expanded; 
explained. E xplicating vbl. sb., the action of 
the verb Explicate. Explicating ppl. a., that 
unfolds ; in quot. intr. for ref. expansive. 

1884 Fairbairn in Contemp. Rev. Mar. 362 A religion al- 
ways is as its deity is. . as it were the explicated idea of Him. 
1531 Ei.yot Gov. i. xiii, To him belonged the explicating 
or unfoldinge of sentence. 1692 Ray Dissol. World hi. v. 
(1732) 376 For the better explicating of Natural Things. 
1610 Beaum. & Fl. Faithful Friends iv. i, Surcease a while 
this explicating joy. 

Explication (eksplik^-Jbn). [a.F. explication, 
ad. L. expliediibn-em , n. of action f. expliedre : 
see Explicate v .] The action of explicating. 

fl. The action or process of unfolding (flowers, 
leaves, etc.\ Obs. 

1658 Sir T. Browne Gard. Cyrus II. 514 In the flowers 
©f Sycamore . . before explication. 1660 Sharrock VegeL 
ables 24 The moones being in the full at the first explication 
of the two dissimilar leaves. * 


2. The process of developing or bringing out 
what is implicitly contained in a notion, proposi- 
tion, principle, etc. ; the result of this process, 

1656 tr. Hobbes’ Elan. Philos. (1839) ?° Definitions .. are 
nothing but the explication of our simple conceptions. 

1837- 8 Sir W. Hamilton Logic xxiv. (1866) II. 12 A de- 
claration is called an Explication, when the predicate or 
defining member indeterminately evolves only some of the 
characters belonging to the subject. 1864 Bowen Logic 
iii. 48 The ground of this explication may be thus set forth. 

3. The action or process of stating or describing 
in detail ; a detailed statement or description. 

1528 Roy Sat., Of wholy Roodes there is soche a sight 
That bitwene this and mydnyght I coulde not make expli- 
cation. 1588 Fraunce Lawiers Log. Ded., The more 
orderly explication of the Lawe. 1660 Sharrock Vegetables 
51 Explication of The manner of propagation by stems cut off 
from the Mother-plant. 1674 tr. Scheffer’s Lapland i. 1 Olaus 
Magnus in the explication of his map of Scandinavia. 1674 
Grew Anal. Plant s^m. n. (1682) 123 The Explication there- 
fore of all those Particulars . . will be my present Task. 
1759 Johnson Idler No. 70 r 4 Diffusion and explication 
are necessary to the instruction of those who . . can. only 
learn what is expressly taught. 

1 4. The action or process of unfolding the cause 
or origin of a phenomenon ; a statement made for 
this purpose. Obs. 

1692 Bentley Boyle Led. 226 Those common attempts 
toward the explication of gravity. 1717 J. Krill Anirn. 
CEcon. Pref. 1 17381 24 The Explications of the. Animal 
(Economy are equally certain .. with the Propositions of 
Geometry. 1752 Hume Ess. 4 Treat. (1777) II. 114 No 
other e x p 1 i cation. can be given of this operation. 1764 Reid 
Inquiry Li. § 2. 99 An explication .. of the various phe- 
nomena of human nature. 

5. The action or process of removing difficulty 
or obscurity from, or making clear the meaning 
of (a word, statement, symbol, etc.). Also, that 
which effects this ; an explanation, interpretation. 

1548-9 (Mar.) Bk. Com. Prayer, Offices 31 Certayne notes 
for the more playne explicacion . . of thinges. 1578 Timme 
Calvin on Gen. 43 The second word was added instead of 
an explication. 1651 C. Cartwright Cert. Relig. 1. 235 
Now take any of all these foure Explications of the Apostles 
words. 1660 Barrow Euclid Introd., The explication of 
the Signs or Characters. 1709 Swift Merlin’s Proph I 
have not forced the words by my explication into any other 
sense. 1751 Johnson Rambler No. 99 T* 13 A better explica- 
tion of a controverted line, c 1760 Ibbots in Times 18 Apr. 
(1884' 4/2 Ten plates of Anglo-Saxon coins with explications. 

1838- 9 Hai.lam Hist. Lit . II. ii. hi. § 20. 419 Such expli- 
cation of contrarieties as might make them appear less in- 
compatible with outward unity, 1872 Black Adv. Phaeton 
xix. 274 A mystery beyond explication. 

f to. An exposition ; a paraphrase. Obs. 

1651 Fuller’s Abel Rediv Life Luther (1867/ I. 59 In the 
year 1544, th 17 11 ' of November, he finished his explication 
of Genesis. <21789 Burney Hist. Mas. ted. 2) II. iv. 252 
Two choristers sung the explication or paraphrase. 

t 0 . = Explanation 3. 

1707 Collier Reff. Ridic. 70 If the Person they are ad- 
dress'd to is affronted, and demands an Explication. 1745 
Fortunate Orphan 128 He told him, he desir’d to have an 
Explication with him. 

Explicative 1 e*ksplik<?-tiv\ a. and sb. [ad. L. 
explicat w-usfi. expli care: see Explicate v.] 

A. adj. 

f 1. Tending to unfold, or to unfold itself; ex- 
pansive. In quot.y%t Obs. 

1627-77 Feltham Resoh>es i. xxiv. 43 How contrary it is 
to Christianity, and the Nature of explicative Love. 

2. a. Having the function of explaining ; ex- 
planatory, interpretative. f Of a person : Explicit, 
affording explanation, b. Logic. Of a propo- 
sition or judgement : That merely explains what 
is implied in the subject ; m Essential, t c. Gram. 
(see quot. 1824 ). 

1649 Jer. Taylor Gt. Exemp.w. ix. 123 Here is forbidden 
. . an anger with deliberation, and purpose of revenge, this 
being explicative and additionally to the precept forbidding 
murder.. 1725 Watts Logic 11, ii. § 5 The term. , is called 
explicative ; for it only explains the subject. 1757 Herald 
(1758) I. No. 4. 62, I shall be particularly explicative in the 
course of these publications. 1824 L. Murray Eng. Gram. 
(ed. 5) I. 216 An explicative sentence is, when a thing is 
said to be or not to be ... in a direct manner. 1852 Sir 
W. Hamilton Discuss. 273 In Mathematics the whole 
Science . . is only the evolution of a potential knowledge 
into an actual, and its procedure is thus merely explicative. 
1877 E. Cairo Philos. Kant 11. i. 207 The new judgments 
. . are all explicative or analytic. 1878 Bayne Purit. Rev. 
x. 393 These are for Mr. Carlyle, the vital, the explicative 
facts in Cromwell's career and character. 

B. sb. An explicative term. 

1775 Adair Amer. Ind. 77 By the first name [green ear of 
corn], the Indians, as an explicative, term their passover. 
1864 Bowen Logic v. 144 With regard to Explicatives. 

Hence E'xplicatively adv., in an explanatory 
manner. 

1775 Adair Amer. Ind. 22 They often call the bleak north- 
wind, explicatively, very evil, and accursed. 

+ E xplicator. Obs . rare , Also 7 explicate! 1 , 
fa. L . explicatory i. expliedre : see Explicate v.] 
An expounder, explainer. 

1677 Hale Prim. Orig , Man. 1. L 10 The Supposition of 
Epicurus, and his Explicator, Lucretius. 1697 J, Sergeant 
Solid Philos. 36 The Explicates of Ideas by Resemblances 
must be forced. 

Explicatory (e*ksplikat 3 ri), a. [f. L. type 
*explicdtbrius, t. expliedier: see prec. and -QRY.J 
Having the function of explaining. Const, of. 


1625 UsSher Answ. Jesuit 304 The like explicatorie repe- 
tition is noted . . to haue been vsed by the Prophet, a 1677 
Barrow Serm . I. xxv. Those evangelical commands, ex- 
plicatory of this law. 2716 T. Vincent * title), Explicatory 
Catechism, or an Explanation of the Assembly's Shorter 
Catechism. 1870 Disraeli Lothair Ixxi. 377 Making every 
allowance, .for explicatory circumstances. 1889 Spectator 
9 Nov., They were compelled to wait for the correspondents* 
full and explicatory accounts. 

+ E'xplicatnre. Obs. rare “ J . [f. explicat- ppl. 
stem of expliedre (see Explicate) + -ure.] ? The 
action of unfolding or displaying. 

1592 R. D. Hypntrotomachia 85 b. Which stones [table 
diamonds] were wonderfully cut of a Cataglyphic expli- 
eature. 

II E*xplic£t. Obs. [a med. L. word, used by 
scribes in indicating the end of a book, or of one 
of the separate pieces contained in a MS. It was 
regarded as a vb. in 3 rd pers. sing., * Here ends’ 
(such a book, piece, etc.), the lorm expliciunt 
being used as pi. It seems, however, to have been 
originally an abbreviation of explicitus pa. pple., 
in explicitus est liber , lit. ‘the book is unrolled* ; 
cf. quot. 949 .] 

[<7420 Hieronymus Ep. xxvm. iv, Solemus completis opus- 
culis .. interponere Explicit aut Feliciter am aliquid istius 
modi, 949 in Yepez Citron. Ord. S Benedict i 1. 92 ( Du Cange) 
Explicitus est liber iste a Notario Sebastiano Diaeono, no- 
tum perfectionis diem 4..Kalend, Februarii aeras 987.] c 1250 
Gen . 4 Ex. (end), Explicit liber Exodus. . c 1374 Chaucer 
Troy Ins (end), Explicit liber Troili et Criseide. c 1450-60 
in Babees Bk. '1868) 331 Expliciunt Statuta Familie bone 
Memorie. 1485 Caxton Chas. Gt. (end'. Explicit per Wil- 
liam Gaxton. 15. . Piers of Fullham 287 in . Hazl. E. P. P. 
II. is Explysytb peers of fulham. 1595 G. M. Gentleman’s 
Acad. 54 Explicit prima pars. [1663-76 Bullokar, Ex~ 
plicite. .ended or finished. 1866 Kingsley Herew. II. 402 
Explicit.] 

b. nonce-use as sb. : The ‘finis,’ shutting up. 

a 1658 Cleveland Poems , Agst. Sleep xi Sleep. .Reasons 
Assassine, Fancies Bail; The Senses Curfew. .Joys Ex- 
plicite, unfathom’d Gulf of time, 
t Expli'cit, v. Obs. [f. L. explicit - ppl. stem 
of expliedre to unfold : see Explicate.] intr. 
Of a leaf: To unfold, open out. 

1657 Tomlinson Renou’s Disp. 650 Leaves of red Roses 
perfectly explicited. 

Explicit (ekspli'sit), a. Also 7 explicite. 
fa. Fr. explicite , ad. L. explicit-us , pa. pple. of ex- 
pliedre to unfold : see Explicate.] 

fl. Of the brow: Free from folds or wrinkles; 
smooth. Of a plot : Free from intricacies ; simple. 

1671 Milton Samson Introd., That commonly called the 
plot, whether intricate or explicit. 1697 Evelyn Numism. 
ix. 296 The chearful Forehead is Explicit and smooth, 

2. Of knowledge, a notion, etc. : Developed in 
detail ; hence, clear, definite. Explicit faith, belief 
(Theol.Y: the acceptance of a doctrine with distinct 
apprehension of all that is logically involved in it ; 
opposed to implicit faith. 

1651 Baxter Inf. Bapt. 119 Every man is bound to have 
a personall explicite Faith of his own. 1656 Bramhai.l 
Replic. ii. 85 The explicite beliefe of them is no necessary 
part of Christian communion. 1690 Locke Hum. Uud. 1. 
ii. (1695' 11 The Understanding hath an implicit Know- 
ledge of these Principles, but not an explicit, before this 
first hearing, a 1716 South Serm. (J,', How impossible it is 
for us to have a clear and explicit notion of that which is 
infinite. 1880 Littledale Plain Reas. xxv. 73 Implicit 
belief in the Pope is not sufficient ; that must be explicit. 

3. Of declarations, indications, utterances: Dis- 
tinctly expressing all that is meant ; leaving no- 
thing merely implied or suggested ; express. 

1613 R. C. Table Alph. led. 31, Explicite, made manifest, 
vnfolded. 1642 Milton Argt. cone. Militia 26 An Oath 
ought to be explicite, I mean, without implications or 
etcetera’s. 1654 Cromwell Sp. 12 Kept., There was an 
explicit consent and an implicit consent, 1726 Be Foe 
Hist. Devil 1. v. 11840* 66 What their [the angels’] sin was 
is not explicit. 1769 Robertson Chas. V, III. vii. 62 The 
Landgrave, .wrote to Granvelle. .begging an explicit decla- 
ration of what they had to fear or hope. 1789 Bentham 
Princ. Legisl. xi. § 42 If a poor man who is ready to die 
with hunger steal a loaf of bread, it is a less explicit sign of 
depravity than etc.]. 1856 Froude Hist. Eng. (1858) II. 
vii, 201 Promises more explicit had been held out to him of 
forgiveness. 

4. Hence of persons, their qualities, etc. : Speak- 
ing out fully all that is meant; definite and unre- 
served in expression ; outspoken. 

1726 Butler Serm. vii. 134 How explicit they are with 
themselves, is another Question.. 1756 Pott Chirurg. Wks. 
(1790) II. 10 To express myself in as plain, explicit and. 1 in- 
telligible manner as I am able. 1770 Junius Lett, xxxvi. 
172 The explicit firmness and decision of a king, a 1859 
Macaulay Biog.^ 11867) 180 No man who is at the head of 
affairs always wishes to be explicit. 

Explicitly (eksplrsitli), adv. [f. as prec. + 
-LY-.J In an explicit manner. 

I As a matter of ‘ explicit’ knowledge, belief, 
or statement ; expressly and not merely by impli- 
cation. Opposed to implicitly. Now only (exc. 
TheoV) with reference to statements, in which use 
it approaches sense 2 . 

a 1638 Mede Wks. iv. lxxvii. 863 That the Roman Church 
. .erreth not in . . Fundamentalibus Fidel A rticulis } because 
explicitly they profess them, howsoever . . implicitely and 
by consequent they subvert them. 1651 Hobbes Govt. 4 
Soc. xiv. § 8, 217 Every civil! Law hath a penalty annexed 
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to it, either explicitly or implicitly. 3791 Burke App. Whigs 
Wks. 1842 I. 511 He explicitly limits his ideas of resistance. 
3875 Manning Mission H. Ghost xvi. 437 Faith believes the 
whole revelation of God explicitly so far as it knows it ; im- 
plicitly so far as it is not known as yet. 1879 Cassells 
Techn. Educ. I, 323 Passages of various dates speak ex- 
plicitly of the use of the compass for land purposes. 

2 . In a definite and unambiguous manner; un- 
equivocally. 

1756 Br. Lowth Let. to Bp. Warhtrfon 129, I thought it 
incumbent upon me to tell you explicitly., that I was not to 
be frightened. 1797 Mrs. Radcliffe Italian in, Speak ex- 
plicitly and to the point. 1841 Miall N ancon/. I. x We .. 
avow most explicitly that [etc.]. 

3. With detailed exposition. 

1729 Butler Serm. Wks. 1874 1 1 . 24 This part of the office 
of conscience is beyond my present design explicitly to con- 
sider. 2875 Jowett Plato (ed. 2) V. 195 Will you tell me a 
little more explicitly what [etc.]? 

Explicitness (eksplrsitnesb [f. as prec. + 
-NE88.J The quality of being explicit; distinct- 
ness of statement or (formerly) of apprehension; 
freedom from ambiguity or obscurity of meaning ; 
outspokenness. 

1647 Jer, Taylor Lib. Proph. xii. 187 Whose judgement 
(of speculative doctrine) is ..with lesse curiosity and expli- 
citenesse declared in Scripture, a 1716 South Serm. (1737) 
IV. yiL 28 j. The knowledge of this article, .was by no means 
received with.. explicitness in the ancient Jewish Church. 
1748 Richardson Clarissa ( 1811 > I. xxxii. 236 An explicitness 
that can admit of no mistake. 2826 Disraeli Viv. Grey iv. 
iv, Explicitness is not the language of such as l am. 1873 
Earle Philol. Eng. Tongue § 581 That explicitness of 
syntax. 

•f Explr&e, v. Obs. rare— 1 , [ad. F. explijue-r 
to explain, ad. L. explicare ; see Explicate. J trans. 
To unfold in words ; to narrate at length. 

3491 Caxton Vitas Pair. (W. de W. 1495) 1. Prol. 1 a/i 
Theferuente charyteeof thefreres. . haue ofte ty mesrequyred 
vs to. .explyke the lyues of holy Heremytes. 

Explodabie (ekspDwdab’l), a, [f. Exploded. 
-k-ABLE.] That may be exploded. 

3871 Le Fanu Ten. Malory lix. 343 As I have seen people 
at a chemical lecture eye the explodable compounds on the 
professor’s table. 

Explode (ekspDwd), v. [ad. L. exploit ere, ex - 
plaudere to drive out by clapping, hiss (a player) 
off the stage, f. ex~ out + plunders to clap : cf. 
Applaud, Plaudit. Cotgr, 16 11 has Fr. exploder 
in sense 1. 

With the non-Lat. senses 4-6 cf. late L. dhpiddere (see 
Displode) used of the bursting of a bladder. Senses 5 and 
6, now the prevailing senses, are not recognized by Johnson.] 
+1. tram . To clap and hoot (a player, play, 
etc.) off the stage ; hence gen. to drive away with 
expressions of disapprobation ; to cry down ; to 
banish ignominiously. Also Jig. Const, from, out 
of, and with double obj. Obs. 

1623 Burton Anat. Mel. Democr. to Rdr. (16531 19 Vertue 
and Wisdom, .were hissed out, and exploded by the common 
people. 3663 Cowley Verses 4 Ess. (1669) 69 Why they did 
not hiss, and explode him off the Stage. *670 Moral State 
Eng . 12 Religion is a thing they explode conversation. 3749 
Fielding Tom Jones iv. vi, In the playhouse, .when he doth 
wrong, no critic is so apt to hiss and explode him. #1785 
Glover Athenaid xxx. 94 Of justice and religion .. He 
[Enoch] spake exploded. 1823 Lamb Elia % A rtif. Comedy 
Wks, 402 Congreve and Farquhar show their heads once in 
seven years only, to be exploded and put down. [1849 W. 
Fitzgerald tr. Whitaker's Disput. 21 Who would not cry 
out against and explode the patrons of Cerinthus.] 

+ b. To mock at, deride. Obs, rare. 

1618 Chapman Hesiod it. 570 When thou hast once begun 
to build a house, Leav't not unfinish'd, lest the. .Ill-spoken 
crow . . from her bough thy means outgone explode. 

f c. Of a thing: To cause to be hooted (off the 
stage), notice -use. 

3768 Tucker Lt, Nat. (1852) I. 335 The absurdity, .was 
so glaring, that it has quite exploded that notion offthe stage. 

2. To reject with scorn (an opinion, proposal, 
custom). Also in weaker sense : To reject, dis- 
card. Obs. exc. in passive, which is still occas. 
Used with the sense : To be disused, to be rejected 
as obsolete (cf. 3 X 

3538 Leland I/in. V. 56 When Gian is set with a worde 
preceding G is exploded. 1609 Bacon Case of Post-nati 
Wks. 1803 IV. 343 But the court una voce exploded this 
reason, and said [etc.]. 3696 Tryon Misc. xliv. 99 Not that 
I wholly Explode Astrology ; I believe there is something 
in it. 1739 Labelye Short Acc. Piers Westm. Bridge 46 
This Method of building . . having been exploded by the 
Hon. Board as insufficient. *790 Bewick Quadrupeds t (1807) 
55 This breed is now nearly exploded, being considered 
..as unprofitable. 1822 Imison Sc. Art I. 332 These 
effects.. were formerly attributed to suction ; a word which 
ought to be exploded. 1850 Daubeny A tom. Th . iii. (ed. 2) 
94 As new views came into vogue, or old errors became ex- 
ploded. 1861 Elsie Garrett in Gd. Words 410 The old airs 
. .are exploded for Italian bravuras. 

3 . To cause to be rejected; to bring into disre- 
pute ; to expose the hollowness of ; to discredit ; 
f to bring into disuse. 

Now often associated with sense 6; hence it tends to be 
restricted to cases in which the fig. use of that sense would 
be applicable. 

a 3633 Naunton Fragm. Reg. (Arb.) 43 The Priests forged' 
Letter, .was soon after exploded by the Priests own confes- 
sion. 3764 Mem. G. Psahnanazar 203, I was farther hired 
to explode their doctrine of predestination. 1762-71 H. 
Walpole Vertuds A need. Paint. (1786) III. 173 The famous 


crown-piece, .did not explode the others. 1808 Med. Jml. 
XIX. 266 Cullen . . laboured to explode the humoral patho- 
logy. 3846 Wright Ess. Mid. Ages I. iii. ,97 Their exist- 
ence has entirely exploded the old notion that England 
never possessed any native romances. 1872 Liddon Elem . 
Relig , i. 30 When the idol has been pulverized and the lie 
is exploded. 1881 Williamson in Nature No. 626. 607, I 
thought that I had thoroughly exploded that fallacy. 

+ 4. a. To drive forth (.air); to emit. b. To 
drive out with violence and sudden noise. Obs. . 

а. 3660 Boyle New. Exp. Phys. Meek. 352 The inspired 
Air. .when his exploded, carrys them away with it self. 
3676 H. More Remarks 174 The smallest charge of Gun- 
powder will, .explode the Bullet with equal force. 1733 E. 
Baynard Health (1740) 28 That air again the lungs explode 
When robbed of its nitrous load. 

b* 1671 R. Bohun Wind 300 These Raging Minerals . . are 
exploded with the greatest violence. 3679 Plot Staffordsh. 
(1686) 15 The effects of Lightning, exploded from the Clouds. 
3712 Blackmore Creation v. (ed. 2) 257 The kindled Powder 
did explode The massy Ball. 3755 in Johnson. 1807 
Southey Espriella's Lett. III. 324 Pieces of this [earth- 
coal] are frequently exploded into the room. 1813 Southey 
Nelson 18441 154 The vast height to which they [masts] had 
been exploded. 1826 [see Exploded ppl a. 3]. 

5. inlr. To * go off with a loud noise. Of go s, 
gunpowder, etc. : To expand violently with a loud 
report under the influence of suddenly developed 
internal energy ; hence, of a charged jar, mine, 
etc. Of a boiler, gun, etc. : To fly in pieces, burst, 
from a similar cause. 

3790 Gouv. Morris in Sparks Life fy Writ. (1832) II. 96 
All Europe is like a mine ready to explode. 1816 J. Smith 
Panorama Sc. <$• Art II. 232 Let one ball. . touen the ball 
of the charged jar. .the jar will then of course explode. ^ 1858 
Greener Gunnery 281 Place upon a plate a few grains of 
powder. .As the plate becomes heated, .the whole explodes. 
1879 Tyndall Fragm . Sc. I. x. 3x9 They [rockets] exploded 
with a very loud report in the air. 
b. trail sf. and Jig. 

3817 Ld. Castlereagh in Pari. Deb. 279 A desperate con- 
spiracy. .which had. .exploded already. 3840 De Quincey 
Wks. (1862) X. 179 We. .rushed down forty-five stairs, and 
exploded from the house with a fury, etc. 1867 Baker 
Albert N'yanza II. 280 The effect produced made the 
crowd . . explode with laughter. 1888 Burgon 12 Gd. Men 
II. v. 63 Conscious that I must certainly explode if he kept 
me for another half-minute. 3891 E. Peacock N. Brendon 
I. 63 * Confound him 1 ’ or some stronger expletive exploded 
from the Earl’s lips. 

e. Phys. To break out or burst forth into. 

1882 E. G. Loring in Alien. § Neurol. (1887) VIII. 130 
The irritation, .may . . develop gradually, or explode sud- 
denly, into an actual inflammation. 

б. trans. To cause (a gas, gunpowder, also a 
magazine, mine, etc.) to ‘go off 7 with a loud 
noise; to ‘ blow up’. 

1794 Sullivan View Nat. I. 192 In an exhausted receiver 
. .neither can a bell be heard . . nor gun-powder be exploded. 
1807 T. Thomson Ghent, (ed. 3) II. no When oxygen and 
hydrogen gas areexploded. 1875 U re Diet. Arts II. 762 The 
gun-cotton was exploded under the pressure of a confined 
space. 1890 Spectator 15 May;, On Tuesday night, Lord 
Randolph Churchill exploded his little mine, 
b. transf. and fig. 

1822, 1832 [see Catamaran 2]. 1842 S. R. Maitland Notes 
Foxe's Martyrs n. Mr. Cattley .. exploded all this conceit 
and insolence upon a matter which, etc. 1850 Redding 
Vesterday 4 To-day (1863) III. 42 So he took out his snuff- 
box, once more at his ease. Inhaled a full pinch, and ex- 
ploded a sneeze. 1864 Lowell Fireside Trav. 256 They 
[Italians] explode each other on mere contact . . like two 
hostile gases, 1878 Simpson Sch. Skaks. I. 11 The plot was 
exploded by the committal of Somerset. . to the Tower. 

Exploded (eksplJwded), ppl. a. [f. prec. + 
-ed b] In senses of' the verb. 

•f 1. That has been hissed off the stage. Obs. 

1713 Swift Cadenus $ V. Wks. 1755 III. n. 33 Fustian 
from exploded plays, 3779-81 Johnson L. P., Pope Wks. 
IV. 81 After the Three Hours after Marriage had been 
driven off the stage . . while the exploded scene was yet 
fresh in memory. 

2, Held in contempt; rejected, scouted. Also 
in weaker sense, disused, out of fashion. (Said of 
customs, opinions, etc. ; rarely of persons.) 

3626 Massinger Rom. Actor iv. ii, To putin an exploded 
plea In the court of Venus. 1710 Steele Tatler No. 58 
1 2 A Thing so exploded as speaking hard Words. 3790 
Burke Fr. Rev. 36 A conflict with some of those exploded 
fanatics of slavery. 3793 Beddoes Catarrh 160 The ex- 
ploded theories of Boerhaave or Cullen. 1868 Milman St. 
Pants xix. 486 When mercy was on all sides an exploded 
virtue, he dared to be merciful. 1879 McCarthy Own 
Times II. xxiii. 185 The time . . had gone by when such 
exploded politics could even interest the people. 

f b. Of a material object: Discarded, disused ; 
out of fashion. Obs. 

1823 Lamb Elia Ser. 1. xviii. 194 The little cool playful 
streams those exploded cherubs uttered. 3829 The Ben - 
gallee 169 An old Dowager's now exploded pair of pockets, 
f 3 . Driven forth with violence and sudden noise. 
1826 Disraeli Viv. Grey vi. i, The exploded cork whizzed 
through the air, 

4. In sense 6 of the verb. 

1858 Greener Gunnery 209 Conical form being best suited 
* . to the action of the exploded fluid. 
fig. 1876 Holland Sen. Oaks viii. 109 It had been, .occu- 
pied for a year or two by an exploded millionaire. 

Explo&ent (ekspl<?»*dent). Phonetics . [ad. L. 
explddent-em, pr. pple. of exploders to Explode.] 
A consonant-sound produced by the sudden escape 
of breath after the closure of the oral passage (as 


] p, b, t, d, k, g) ; a ‘ check’, ‘mute*, or ‘stop”; 

I = Explosive ii. i. 

1 1861 Proc. Amer. Phil. Soc. VIII. 371 The combination 

of two explodents. 3865 Pall Mall G.xx Feb. 6 The two 
adjectives horrible and abominable — three explodents and 
one aspirate in three words. 1885 A theme am 14 Mar. 349/2 
Mr. Cayley held that all explodents suggested impact. 

Exploder (eksplJu-doa). [f. Explode 4- -erI.] 
One who, or that which, explodes. 

+1. One who rejects (a doctrine, etc.) ; one who 
denies the existence of (something). Obs. 

3659 H. More Imnwrt. Soul (1662) 39 Mr. Hobbs, that 
confident Exploder of Immaterial Substances out of the 
world. 3678CUDWORTH Intel/. Syst. Pref. 17 [Some affirm 
that atheists do not exist, but] these so confident exploders 
of them are both unskilled in. .antiquity, and unacquainted 
with the present age. 3683 Hallywell Melampr. 3 This 
age hath produced too many confident Exploders of Imma- 
terial Substances. a 1716 South Serm. (1737) VI. vii. 276 
Scandalous exploders of the doctrine of passive obedience, j 

2 . One who refutes a theory, etc. 

1863 J. Brown Horse Subs. (1882) 320 Mighty expiscators 
and exploders of myths. 

3 . Something which bursts with a loud noise. 

3858 Greener Gunnery 238 Things, .called guns. Pocket 

1 volcanoes would be a fitter title, or portable exploders. 

4 . That which causes explosion; a contrivance 
for exploding gunpowder, etc. 

1874 Knight Diet. Meek. I. 853/2 The gun . . has , . the 
needle-exploder and bolt breech. 2880 Libr. Univ. KnozvL 
VI. 359 For mining, electric fuses are used, called also ex- 
ploders. 1884 A. G. Hake Chinese Gordon x. 254 Firing a 
gun 150 yards off with a magnetic exploder. 

Exploding (ekspDu*diq), vbl. sb. [f. as prec. 
+ -JNGr b] The action of the verb Explode in 
various senses. 

1665 Glanvill Seeps. Set. Addr. 13 The confident explod- 
ing of all immaterial Substances. Ibid. 71 Our Author’s 
Metaphysical argument against a Vacuum (.the exploding of 
which he thinks so necessary), 
b. atlrib. 

1822 Imison Sc. <$• Art II. 15 These instruments are called 
exploding tubes. t88x Greener Gun 336 The tumbler strikes 
an exploding-pin screwed into the false breech. 

Explo'di mg, Ppl. a. [f. as prec. + -ING 2 .] That 
explodes, fa. That drives away with scorn, 
b. That causes a loud and sudden noise, c. That 
i flies into pieces with loud report. 

3667 Milton P. L. x. 546 Thus with th’applause they 
meant, Turnd to exploding hiss. 3853 Kane Grinnelt Exp. 
xxxvii. 11856,) 337 The howling, the clattering, the exploding 
din. 1883 Academy 23 June 444/1 That tree . . has the air 
of an exploding shell. 

Exploit (eksplort), jA Forms : 4 esploit(e, 5 
explait, expleyte, 5-7 exploy t(e, (6 exploicte), 
6~ exploit, [a. OFr. esplail , esploil m., esploite 
fem., and their refashioned forms exploit , exploite , 
etc. — Pr. espleit m., esplecha fem. vulgar L. *ex- 
plic turn, explicta (med.L. esplectum , expletum n., 
explecta fem.), L. explicilum , explicita , neut. and 
fem. pples. of explicare'. see Explicate. The 
etymological sense is thus ‘ something unfolded, 
brought out, or put forth’; the action of unfolding 
or developing.] 

+ 1 . Advantage, progress, speed, success; fur- 
therance. Const, of. To make exploit : to make 
speed, to meet with success. Obs. 

1393 Gower Conf. II. 258 The sail goth up, and forth they 
straught. But none esploit therof they caught. C3400 Destr. 
Troy 3661 For explait of J?ere spede, }>ai spekyn m fere To 
chese horn a cheltayn. 3430 Lydg. Ckron. Troy 1. vi. For 
he full sory was withouten dread. Of the expleyte and of 
the happye spede Of this lason. 3494 Fabyan Citron, vi. 
clxxvi. 173 Of whose exployt or spede myne auctour maketh 
no mensyon. 1525 Ld. Berners F'roiss. II. xci. [lxxxvii.] 
272 His ambassadours hadde made no better exploy te. 

+ 2. The endeavour to gain advantage or mastery 
over (a person or place) ; an attempt to capture or 
subdue ; hence, a military or naval expedition or 
enterprise. \ In exploit : in action or combat. Obs. 

1483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 87/4 Be began to helpe them in 
theyr exployte of the see and anon the tempest cessed. 3555 
Fardle Facions ii. iii. 133^ Thei proph ecied. .vnto Alexandre 
victory, when he made his exploicte towarde Darius. 3601 
Shaks. All's Well iv. i. 41, I must giue my selfe some 
hurts, arid say 1 got them in exploit, a 3627 J, Hayward 
A nnals Four Y. Eltz. < 1840) 55 The Captaines drewe to con- 
sideration all the meanes for the exploit of the towne. 369a 
Luttrkll Brief ReL (1857) II. 495 Captain Mees . . has 
undertaken the exploit of St. M aloes. 1755 Smollett Quix. 
(1803) II. 24 The glory of having undertaken such an ex- 
ploit no malice, .can impair. 

b. An enterprise, project, rare (after mod.F.). 
2879 Trollope Thackeray 50 Thackeray bad become big 
enough to give a special dclat to any literary exploit to, 
which he attached himself. 

3 . An act or deed ; a feat ; in modem use, an 
achievement displaying a brilliant degree of bravery 
or skill. . . 

c 2538 R. Cowley in Ellis Orig. Lett. it. 126 II. 96 They do® 
non exployte not so moche as to shote oon gone. 2594 Shaks. 
Rich. Ill, iv. ii. 35 Whom corrupting Gold Will tempt vnto 
a close exploit of Death. 2620 Healey St. Aug. Citie of 
God 845 Magicians can doe such exploytes by the devills 
meanes. 3725 De Foe Voy. round World (1840) 15 For 
many years it was counted a great exploit to. pass this strait. 
1 868 E. Edwards Raleigh I. vii. no Drake’s exploits strung 
the patriotism, .of the sailors to a lofty pitch. *879 Froude 


EXPLOIT, 


439 


EXPLORATORY. 


C&sarxlx. 308 The conquest of Gaul had been 
extraordinary military difficulty. 


an exploit of 


+ 4. Carrying out, execution, performance. To 
put in exploit : to put in practice. Obs. 

1581 J. Bell Haddoris Answ. Osor. 213 If., the whole 
Kjloyt of thxnges be governed by hym. i S99 Saudvs 
Europe Spec . (1632)75 A. .Captaine, who scornes to imitate 
any stratageme . . used by the enemy, though the putting 
it in exploit might give him assured victory, 
f 5. Law . A citation or summons ; a writ. Cf. 
Fr. exploit. Obs . 

[16x1 Cotgr., Exploict . . an adiournement or citation! 
1622 Malynes Anc. Law- Merck. 457 Any summons or ar- 
rest, exploit or assignement. 2682 Warburton Hist. Guern- 
sey (1822) 82 Exploits, which is the adjourning or citing of 
such persons, against whom any action is brought. 

Exploit (eksplort), v. Forms: 4 expleiten, 
5 expleyt, explita, 5-7 exploit©, -yte, 6- ex- 
ploit. [ad. Fr. exploiter - Pr. expleitar , explectar 
:-L. *explicitare , freq. of explicare : see Expli- 
cate. Sense 4 is a recent adoption of the mod. vb.] 
f 1. trans. To accomplish, achieve, execute, per- 
form ; to fight (a battle). Obs. 


<7x400 Rom. Rose 6177 , 1 dwelle with hem. .That worship of 
this world coveiten, And grete nede kunnen expleiten. c 1430 
Lydg. Min. Poems ( Percy Soc.) 218 Massageres. .T’expleyte 
the journe al tymes of the yeere. 1483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 362/2 
They knewe wel that they shold no thyng exploy te of their 
entente, c 1500 Mehisine 8t, I ordeyne the bataill to be to 
morow exploited. 1531 Elyot Gov. t. xxvi, They departed 
without exploytinge their message. 1577-87 Holinshed 
Chron. (1806) I. 502 P. Turpilianus .. sat still without ex- 
ploiting anie notable enterprise. x6ix Speed Hist. Gt. 
Brit. ix. xi. § 47 It is euident, that these tragedies against the 
Lords were exployted by others. 1674 Lond. Gaz. No.882/4 
We doubt not . . but something considerable will be exploited 
by them. 1687 A. Lovell tr. Bergerac's Com. Hist. 1. 127 
The first thing they exploited, was to distribute my Body 
among them into several Provinces. 1775 in Ash. 

f b. To exploit out : to achieve the expulsion of. 
c 1525 Skelton Sp. Parrot 307 To exployte the man owte 
of the mone. 


2. f a. reft. To apply, exert oneself. Cf. OFr. 


s' 1 exploiter. Obs. 


1490 Caxton Eneydos xxvi. 95 Why consumest thy self 
slepynge without exploityng the in thy vyage. 1530 Palsgr. 
542/1 They exployted them so faste that within shorte space 
they came to their journayes ende. 

t b. intr. To act with effect ; to get on, prosper, 
speed. Also in impers. pass. Obs. 

c 1477 Caxton Jason 10 b, Peleus . . not knowing how he 
might exploite for to attayne to execute his dampnable 
enuye. Ibid. 66 If I abode here I should not exployte but 
lose my tyme. c 1500 Melusine 188 The knight . . reherced 
to them how he had exployted. 1592 W yrley A rmorie 154 
Some did to me vnfold . . how at Arde Gomigines did hold, 
Exploiting well. 1602 Warner Alb. Eng. Epit. (1612) 384 
During the minoritie of this King Richard.. brauely was 
it exployted in Fraunce by his Agents. 

trans. ? To cause to succeed, prosper. Obs. 
<7x430 Lydg. Lyfe our Lady e{ Caxton) Cv a, Let thy grace 
to me descende . . My rude tunge to explite and spede. 

4. To 1 work’ (a mine, etc.) ; to turn to industrial 


account (natural resources), b. transf. To utilize 


for one’s own ends, treat selfishly as mere workable 


material (persons, etc.) ; to * make capital out of’. 

1838 New Monthly Mag. LI II. 306 The Humbughausens 
..have exploited the obscure (to use a French phrase where 
we have no proper equivalent) with .. profit. 1847 Mrs. 
Carlyle Lett. II, 25 Exploiting that poor girl for their idle 
purposes of curiosity. 1865 E. Arnold in Reader No. 115. 
282/1 In exploiting mineral resources. 1878 Print. Trades 
Jml. xxm. 7 The great German naturalist . . finds himself 
coolly exploited by a Paris publisher. 1888 Westm. Rev. 
July 58 An association of capitalist shareholders, exploiting 
their wage-paid labourers. 1890 Nature 6 Feb. 313 Euro- 
pean exiles, .were then .. exploiting the riches of the East. 
5. intr. To conduct mining operations for. 

1887 Pop. Sci. Monthly, Apr. XXX. 857 Some two years 
ago a Belgian engineer proposed to exploit for petroleum. 
Hence Exploited, Exploiting ppl. a. and vbl sb. 

1883 Pall Mall G. 28 Aug. 1/1 The Jews . , attracting to 
themselves alone the animosity which is deserved by the 
whole * exploiting 1 class. 1887 Ibid. 20 Aug. 4/2 There is no 
such exploited class as trained nurses in fashionable ‘institu- 
tions*. 1887 T. Kirkup Inq. Socialism iii. 87 The domineer- 
ing and exploiting spirit. 

Exploitable, a. [f. prec. + -able.] 
f a. Capable of being accomplished. Obs. b. 
Capable of being exploited (in sense 4 b). 

x6xx Cotgr., Exploitable . . readie to be performed, easie 
to be done. 1887 tr. Marx’ Capital ll. xxv. 633 This excess 
of capital , . makes exploitable labour-power sufficient. 


Exploitage. [f. as prec. + -age.] — next. 

1884 My Ducats % Daughter III. xxiii. 35 He would not 
lend himself to exploitage. 1884 W. Morris in Century 
Mag. July (1886) 397 It [profit-sharing] would do nothing 
toward the extinction of exploitage. 

Exploitation (eksploit^i*j9n). [a. Fr. ex- 
ploitation, f. exploiter : see Exploit v.] 

1. The action of exploiting or turning to account ; 
productive working or profitable management (of 
mines, cattle, etc.). Also, an instance of this. 

1803 W. Taylor in Ann. Rev.l. 362 Similar proofs of the 
deficient commercial exploitation of these colonies per- 
petually occur. 1825 New Monthly Mag. XIII. 588 Clear 
evidence of success, wanting to all other ‘ exploitations 
(excuse the gallicism). 1836 Blackw. Mag. XL. 766 What 
is to be the next exploitation of genius? Travels/ xoox 
P. Geddes in Nature No. 622. 534 The second .. inquires 
whether the exploitation of plants or animals he more profit- 


the. given society. 2885 A. J. Evans in Archaeol. 
XLIX. 8 Cities., owed their rise., to the exploitation of the 
mineral wealth of the province. 

b. The action of turning to account for selfish 
purposes, using for one’s own profit. 

[1844 M, Hennell Social Syst. 108 Slavery, the use of 
man by man (< exploitation ) was the reigning principle of 
society in its first stages.] 1857 0 . Brownson Convert Wks. 

V. 1x6 A poor man .. becoming rich by trade, speculation, 
or the successful exploitation of labour. 1868 Pall Mall G. 
No. 1017. 1827/2 The exploitation of the credulous public. 
1877 Mrs. Oliphant Makers Flor. ix. 225 Their whole 
existence [was] an exploitation of the helpless people they 
reigned over. 2887 L. Oliphant Fashionable Philos. 33 The 
e ^pi°i £ ation and subjugation of Eastern countries. 

2. The action of reconnoitring. 

187X Daily News 18 Sept., It surely indicated lax exploit- 
ation that the advance column should have blindly butted 
its head against this broken bridge. 

Exploitative (eksplortativ), a. rare. [f. Ex- 
ploit v. + -ative] Concerned with exploiting or 
turning to account natural resources. 

1885 Century Mag. XXIX. 363 * Industries’, divided into 
Exploitative ’ and * Elaborative * groups. 

Exploiter (eksplortsi), sb. [f. as prec. + -ER 1 .] 
One who exploits, a. One who turns to account, 
b. One who turns to account for selfish purposes. 

a. 1870 Nation (N. Y.) 10 Mar. X. 152/2 Happy mining 
company . . these fortunate exploiters. 1890 Montreal 
W eekly Gaz. xx Sept. 4/1 The coal seam opened lay on the 
north side of Cow Bay, and a considerable trade was carried 
on between the French exploiters, and. .the West Indies. 

b. 1870 Nation (N. Y.) 17 Feb. X. 101/2 The pockets of all 
the railroad exploiters . . have . . been crammed with public 
money. 1883 A ihenxum 24 Feb. 245 That shrewd and often 
not ungentle character whom his ‘exploiters’ malign as 
Hodge. 1887 T. Kirkup / «y. Socialism iii. 86 The capitalists 
and exploiters of the new industrial era. 

Explorter, v. [a. Fr. exploiter', see Exploit v. 
(the inf. being irregularly adopted instead of the 
stem).] trans. To make use of, develop, turn to 
account. Hence Explorterer. 

1853 T. Parker Theism , etc. Introd. 41 It is sad to see . . 
disciples of this church .. exploitered by a twofold jesuitry. 
1864 Fraser* s Mag. Apr. 406 It .. [the idea of the Book of 
Snobs] was repeated, diversified, and — to use an American 
adaptation of a French word . . — ' exploitered till it became 
rather wearisome. 1864 G. Dyck Bella Donna I. 48 Every 
proprietress of a * banner screen * invariably determined to 
exploiter her work by the agency of the lottery-ticket. x868 
Yates Rock Ahead 11. ii, The probable profits which would 
accrue were he to exploiter her musical talent. 1853 T. 
Parker Theism , etc. (1863)67 The God of the popular theo- 
logy is the exploiterer of the human race. 

Exploiting (eksploi-tiq), vbl sb. [f. Exploit v. 
+ -ING 1 .] The action of the vb. Exploit. 
a. in senses of the vb. b. see quot. 1867 . 

1603 Holland Plutarch’s Mor. 922 Having contributed 
(for the exploiting of this service) two thousand dragmes 
weight in silver. 1605 Camden Rem. 18 And left more 
of glory to vs by their exploiting of great actes. 1615 

W. Hull Mirr. Maiestie 23 The. .exploy ting of any thing 
tending to the promoting of the Romish brethren. 1867 
Smyth Sailor’s Word-bk ., Exploiting, transporting trees or 
timber by a river. 1890 Nature jZ Sept., They, .think too 
much of competition as the exploiting of labour by capital. 

Exploiture (eksploi-tiui). [f. Exploit v. + 
-ure.] The action of the vb. Exploit. 

+1. The action of achieving or accomplishing. 
Const, of. Also, a performance ; and collect, what 
has been accomplished. Obs. 

1531 Elyot Gov. 1. xi, The _ Commentaries of Julius Cesar 
whiche he made of his exploiture in Fraunce and Brytayne. 
Ibid. in. x, In his counsayles, affaires, and exploytures, he 
omitted no tyme. c 1534 tr. Pol. Verg. Eng. Hist. (Camden) 
I. 18 Paulinus finished not there his exploitures with such 
facilitie. 1548 Udall. etc. Erasm. Par, Mark ix. 67 Whose 
seruice thou canst not lacke for thexploiture of such affaires. 

2. In mod. use : The action of exploiting or de- 
veloping. 

1883 Harper* s Mag. Sept. 554/2 A plot, .was never so old 
but that it rewarded some further exploiture by Marion. 

Explo*rable, rare— 1 , [a. F. explorable , 
f. explorer : see Explore v. + -able.] Capable of 
being explored. 

1768-74 Tucker Lt.Nat. (1852) II. 677 The intricate ways 
of Providence explorable only by the all-seeing eye. 

f Explo*rate, ppl a. obs. rare- 1 , [a. L. ex- 
pldrdt-us pa.pple. of explordre : see Explore.] 
Thoroughly examined, carefully prepared. 

1655 W. How in Sir T. Browne’s Wks. (1852) III. 517 Any 
of your mature explorate additions. 

t E*xplorate, v. Obs. [f. L. explordt - ppl. stem 
of expldrdre : see Explore.] —Explore. 

1549 Hooper Declar. 10 Commandm. iii, The twelve 
princes that were sent to explorate and search the privities 
and condition of the land of Canaan. 1646 Sir T . Browne 
Pseud. Ep. in. xx. rss Snails .. exclude their homes, and 
therewith explorate their way. 1721-1800 in Bailey. 

Exploration (eksplort *Jbn). [ad. L. expldra- 
tidn-em, n. of action f. expldrdre to Explore.] 

1 1. The action of examining ; investigation, 
scrutiny. Obs. 

1543-4 Act 35 Hen. VIII , c. 10 Sir William Bowyer . . by 
diligente searche and exploration founde out dyuers greatte 
and plentyfull sprynges, at Hampsted heath. 1602 Ful- 
becke 1 st Pt. Par all Introd. 5 Men. .who might by explo- 
ration seuer the dross from the gold. 1646 Sir T. Browne 
Pseud. Ep. v. xxi. § 20. 271 [The use of the divining rod] is 
a fruitlesse exploration, strongly senting of Pagan deriva- 


tion. a 1655 Vines Lord’s Supp. (1677)413 The exploration 
. . of their competency. 1650 Boyle Med. Hydrostat. Wks. 
1772 V. 463 Our hydrostatical way of exploration. 

b. Med. and Surg. The examination of an organ, 
a wound, etc. by the use of the finger, probe, or 
other physical appliance. 

i860 in M ayne Exp. Lex. 1880 W. Bodenhamer (title) The 
Physical Exploration of the Rectum. 1884 in Syd. Soc. Lex. 

2. The action of exploring (a country, district, 
place, etc.) ; an instance of this. Also transf. 

1823 Lamb Elia, Praise Chimney-sweepers 257 A lost 
chimney sweeper, .tired with his tedious explorations, .laid 
his black head upon the pillow. 187a Jenkinson Guide 
Eng. Lakes (1879) 299 This side of the Scawfell Pikes is 
deserving exploration. 1880 Haughton Pkys. Geog. v. 222 
The exploration of the sources of the Blue Nile. 

attrib. 1891 Pall Mall G. 11 Nov. 5/2 Mr. H. M. Stanley 
..would resume exploration work in Africa. 

Explorative (eksp!oe*rativ), a. [f. L. explorat- 
(see Explorate) + -ive. Cf. F. exploratif -ive.J 
Concerned with, or having the object of, explora- 
tion or investigation; inclined to make explorations. 

1738 Warburton. Div. Legal. App. 63 Albinus.. divides 
Plato’s Dialogues into Classes. .explorative, obstetric and 
subversive. 1852 Fraser’s Mag. XLV. 664 Should the 
visitor he of a very inquisitive turn, he may satisfy his 
explorative disposition.. 1875 Masson Wordsworth, etc. 17a 
A Wordsworth, he admits, might have a genius of the ex- 
plorative or mystery-piercing kind. 1887 Daily News 16 
Nov. 5/6 An explorative operation in May would have 
enabled the physicians to recognise the existence of cancer. 
1890 Pall Mall G. 8 Aug. 4/2 Few men of his age have done 
so much explorative tramping. 

Hence Exploratively adv. Explo*rativen©ss. 

1837 Carlyle Fr. Rev. m. 11. i, Behoves us, not to enter 
exploratively its dim embroiled deeps. 1841 Blackw. Mag. 
L. 155 To prevent your snout, in a fit of explorativeness, 
from being snubbed by the impudent claws of a. .rock. 

Explorator (e’ksplor^tai). Also 5-6 -our. 
[a. L. explorator f. expldrdre : see Explore. Cf. F. 
explorateur.] One who or that which explores. 

T 1* One who is employed to collect information, 
esp. with regard to an enemy, or an enemy’s 
country ; a scout, a spy. Obs. 

c 1450 Burgh Secrees 2452 Expert in language have ex- 
plo[ra]tourys. .to knowe alle ther labourys. c 1450 Mirour 
Saluacioun 2483 Two exploratours..that broght the grape 
clustre to desert fro the lande of promissionne. 1536 Bel- 
lenden Cron. Scot. (1821) I. 104 Vespasian.. was advertist 
by his exploratouris, that Caratak . . had renewit his army. 
1616 Rich Cabinet 68 b. Thus did the explorators of the land 
of Canaan terrifie the Jewes. 1685 Cotton Montaigne III. 
370 Thou art the explorator without knowledge, the magis- 
trate without jurisdiction. 2721-1800 in Bailey. 

+ b. transf. One who searches diligently. Obs. 

1583 Exec, for Treason 38 These Seminaries, secrete wan- 
derers, and explorators in the darke. x68x H. Hallywell 
Melampr . 92 This envious Explorator or searcher for faults 
[Satan]. 

2. One who explores (a country) for the purpose 
of discovery. 

1844 N. Brit. Rev. I. 145 America has sent forth to the 
Holy Land its best explorators. 

8 . f a * An apparatus invented by Beccaria for 
ascertaining the electrical condition of the atmo- 
sphere (Craig 1847). b. (See quot.) c. Electric 
explorator **■*■ electrical explorer > . 

b. 1884 Syd. Soc. Lex., Chest explorator, an exploring 
needle or trochar used for introduction between the ribs to 
diagnose the presence of empyema. 

Exploratory (eksplp'ratori), a. [ad. L. ex- 
plordtdri-us , f. expldrdre : see Explore.] 

1. Of or pertaining to exploration ; connected 
with investigation or searching. 

1651 Reliq. Wbtton. (1685) 507 This is but an exploratory, 
and pretentative purpose between us. 1655 Gurnall Chr. 
in Arm.' II. 183/1 When God seems to delay. . before he 
comes with the mercy he promiseth, and we pray for; ’tis 
exploratory to faith, a 1712 Ken Div. Love Wjcs. (2838) 
275, I renounce ..all abuse of thy name .. in . .exploratory 
lots. 1828 Edin. Rev. XLVIII. 429 Early in this century. „ 
remarkable exploratory zeal arose. 2863 Merivale Rom. 
Emp. (1865) VI. xlviii. 80 A new kind of military chaplet., 
to which he gave the name of the crown exploratory. 

2. a. Constructed or selected for exploration or 
observation (of the surrounding country). 

173a Hist. Lift. III. 500 At some distance were also explo- 
ratory Forts, 1774 Pennant Tour Soot, in 2772, 91 On the 
very summit of the hill is a small intrenchment, intended 
as exploratory. 1807 G. Chalmers Caledonia 1 . 1. iv. 167 
The Romans placed several posts, as exploratory forts, along 
the banks of the Forth. 

b. Undertaken for the sake of exploration, ex- 
amination, or discovery. 

1620 J as. I in Reliq. Wotton. (1685) 495 Your imployment 
is, for the present, meerly exploratory and provisional. 
2692 Bp. Hopkins Exp. Lord's Pr. 123 There is an Ex- 
ploratory Temptation, to search out and discover what is in 
Man. 2825 Southey in Q. Rev. XXXII. 25 Herefordshire 
. . a favourite scene of their exploratory travels. 1887 Sir 
S. Ferguson Ogham Inscriptions 17 At present the study 
Is exploratory rather than demonstrative. 1892 Spectator 
ii July, An exploratory operation.. to find out whether or 
not it would be possible to remove a tumour. 

c. Charged with the duty of exploration. Also 
(nonce-use), bent on exploration. 

2837 Carlyle Fr. Rev. 11. iv. v, Chalons sends forth ex- 
ploratory pickets of National Volunteers. 2848 Dickens 
Dombey xxiii. An exploratory blackbeetle nowand then was 
found immovable upon the stairs. 
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EXPLOSIVENESS, 


f Exploratress. Obs, rare-\ [f. Explok- 
ATOK + -ess.] A female explorer. 

z6i6 Chapman Homer's Hymns , To Apollo (1858) 22 All 
Heaven’smost supreme andworthy Goddesses, Dione, Rhsea, 
and th’ Exploratress Themis. 

Explore (eksplo®*i), v. [ad. F. explore-r, ad. L. 
exp lord-re to search, out. 

Usually explained as f. ex- out 4 * fldr&re to make to flow, 
f. pluere to flow.] 

1. trans. To investigate, seek to ascertain or find 
out (a fact, the condition of anything). Also with 
indirect question as obj. 

1585 Q. Eliz. in Four C. Eng, Lett. 29 Stratagems, .by. . 
sondry meanes to be explored. 1624 Massinger Renegado 
v. Hi, A cunning spy, sent to explore The city’s strength 
or weakness. 1697 Dryden Virg. Georg. 11. 47 Let the 
Learned Gardner... Explore the Nature of each sev'ral 
Tree. 1715-20 Pope Iliad 1. 84 Let some prophet. .Explore 
the cause of great Apollo’s rage. 1823 Lamb Elia Ser. 1. xv. 
(*865) 120 Who or what sort of persons inherited Mackery 
End. .we. .determined some day to explore. 1862 Merivale 
Rom. Emp. (1871) V. xlii. 165 The imperator resolved to 
explore, disguised . .the real temper of his soldiers. 

fb. To search for; to find by searching; to 
search out. Obs. 

1615 Chapman Odyss. it. 328, 1 now am bound, .to explore 
My long-lack’d father, 1700 Dryden Fables , Meleager 4* 
A. 201 With his pointed dart Explores the nearest passage 
to his heart. 1712 Pope Messiah 51 The good shepherd . . 
Explores the lost, the wandering sheep directs. 1769 
Goldsm. Hist. Rome (1786) I. 255 The Alps, over which he 
was to explore a new passage into Italy. 1822 T, Taylor 
Apuleius 59 Exploring, .a fit opportunity. 

II To try, make proof of. (A Latinism.) 

1667 Milton P, L . n. 632 Satan, .toward the Gates of Hell 
Explores his solitary flight. 

2. To look into closely, examine into, scrutinize ; 
to pry into (either a material or immaterial object). 
In later use coloured by association with 3 . 

1592 Davies Immort , Soul (1869) 1 . 152 Her selfe in instants 
doth all things explore ; For each thing’s present. 1720 T. 
Cooke Tales, Proposals , etc. 92 Some unexperienc’a Fool 
her Eyes explore. 1747 Wesley Prim. Physic (1762) p. ix, 
They explored the several Kinds of. .vegetable Substances. 
a 1800 Cowper Mischievous Bull) Wood-peckers explore the 
sides Of rugged oaks for worms. 1818 J as. Mill Brit. India 

II. v. viii. 683 Of no man. .was the public conduct so com- 
pletely explored, 1833 Lamb Elia Ser. n. xi. (1865) 308, I 
digress into Soho to explore a bookstall. 1847 Emerson 
Poems (1857) 179 He looketh seldom in their face, His eyes 
explore the ground. 1848 Macaulay Hist. Eng. I. 440 
note, The Dutch archives have been too little explored 

b. To examine by touch ; to probe (a wound). 
Cf. Exploration 1 b. 

1767 Gooch Treat. Wounds I. 66 The finger is better than 
any instrument to explore some kinds of wounds. 1784 
Cowper Task iv. 361 The learned finger never need explore 
Thy vig’rous pulse. 1870 Bryant Iliad I. iv. 114 Thephy- 
sician must explore thy wound. 

3. esp. To search into or examine (a country, a 
place, etc.) by going through it ; to go into or 
range over for the purpose of discovery. 

a 16x6 Beaumont Loving at First Sight Poems (1653), Not 
caring to observe the wind Or the new sea to explore. 1697 
Dryden Virg. Past . iv. 41 Another Typhis shall new Seas 
explore, 1733 Pope Ess. Man m. 105 Who bid the stork, 
Columbus like, explore Heav’ns not his own ? 1781 Cowper 
Retirement 151 The busy race, .explore Each creek. 1791 
Boswell Johnson 12 Apr. an. 1783, He. , recommended us 
to explore Wapping. 1845 M. Pattison Ess. (1889) I. 10 It 
is the old historical lands of Europe that the lover of history 
longs to explore. 1867 Lady Herbert Cradle L. vii. 194 
We spent a couple of hours. . exploring the ruins. 

Jig. 1869 J. Martineau Ess. II. 235 The Scotch School 
. .entered the mind to explore it. 1868 Max Muller Chips 

III. v, 118 He had explored the modem languages of Europe, 

b. intr. To conduct operations in search for. 

1872 R. B. Smyth Mining Statist. 27 A large expenditure 
of public money in exploring for coal. 

Hence Explo*red ppl, a. 

1823 Lamb Elia (i860) 15 Some rotten archive, rummaged 
out of some seldom-explored press. 

Explorement (eksplo«ament). rare. [f. Ex- 
plore v. + -ment.] The action of exploring ; = 
Exploration. 

1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. ni.xiii. 137 The frustrated 
search of Porta, who upon the explorement of many, could 
never finde one. 1692-1722 in Coles. 1839 G. Barley 
Introd. Beaum. 4* Fletchers Wks. I. 15 An author’s . . ex- 

? lorements and excursions are those into the world of. . 
magination. 

Explorer (ekspld®*rm). [f. as prec. + -erU] 

1. One who explores (a country or place). 

1740 Warburton Div. Legat. 1 v. vi. II. 288 The report of 
the cowardly Explorers of the land. 1812 Sir R. Wilson 
Diary I. 375 The explorers enter, and immediately find 
themselves m a marble cave. 1848 W. H. Bartlett Egypt 
to Pal. xxvii. (1879) 537 A rich harvest may be awaiting the 
antiquarian explorer [at Ephesus]. 1856 E. A. Bond Russia 
at Close 1 6th C./Hakluyt Soc.) Introd. 19 Anthony Jenkin- 
son, the enterprising explorer of the Persian route to India. 
i860 Tyndall Glac. 1. i. 8 An explorer of the Alps. 

Jig. 1872 Spurgeon Treas. Dav. Ps. lxiv. 6 These are., 
explorers in iniquity. 

1 2 . One who or that which examines or tests. 
1684-5 Boyle Min. Waters 40 The extent of this explorer 
of Waters [a Powder] is not very great, 
o. An apparatus for exploring or examining: 
sfiec.a,. (see quot. 1874) ; b. an apparatus for ex- 
ploring a wound or a cavity in a tooth, 
x 874 Knight Did. Meek. 1 . 817/2 Explorer , an apparatus 
by which the bottom of a body of water is examined, when 


not beyond a certain depth. 2884 Syd. Soc. Lex ., Electrical 
explorer, an apparatus for detecting a bullet or other metallic 
substance in the tissues. 

Exploring (eksplo®*riq), vbl. sb. [f. as prec. 
+ -iNGlj The action of the vb. Explore. Also 
attrib., as in exploring needle , trochar, surgical 
instruments for ‘ exploring ’ tumours, etc. 

1841-4 Emerson Ess., Manners Wks. (Bohn) I. 203 Our 
Exploring Expedition saw the Feejee Islanders getting 
their dinner off human bones. 1863 Fr. A. Kemble Resid. 
Georgia 261, I went on an exploring expedition round some 
distant fields. 187a Jenkinson Guide Eng. Lakes (1879)326 
Deepdale is wild and beautiful, .and will repay exploring. 

1883 Stevenson Treasure Isl. n. xii. (1886) 96 When you 
want to go a bit of exploring, you just ask old John [etc.]. 

1884 Syd. Soc. Lex., Exploring needle, trochar. 

Expio Ting, ppl. a. [f. as prec, + -ing 2 .] That 

explores. 

1680 Boyle Produc. Chem. Princ. Pref., To doubt whether 
they be agreeable, to. .the exploring Experiments of the fire. 
1771 Fletcher Wks. (1795) II. 43 This life begins by an ex- 
ploring desire. 

Hence Explo'ringly adv. 

1866 Alger So lit. Nat. 4- Man n. 79 To go exploringly 
forward into the obscure future. 1889 L. Keith Hurricane 
in Petticoats I. viii. 167 Teddy looked at him exploringly, 
as if to test the sincerity of the apology. 

f Explo*se, v. Obs. [f. L. explos- ppl. stem of 
explodere to Explode.] — Explode i, 2. 

c 1534 tr. Pol. Verg. Eng. Hist. (Camden) I. 134 Our relli- 
gion . . being eche where explosed and contemned. 1563-87 
Foxe A. 4- M. (1596) 25/2 Their doctrine.. most worthie to 
be explosed out of all Christian Churches. Ibid. 32/1 Some 
also reade the Epistle written to Laodicia, but that is ex- 
plosed of all men. 

Explosible (ekspLJu-zib’l), a. [f. L. explos - 
ppl. stem of explodere to Explode + -ible. Cf. 
F. explosible .] Capable of being exploded. 

1799 Med. Jml. II. 361 The air., was found so much 
mixed with atmospheric air, as to be rendered explosible. 
1888 Athenseum 14 Apr. 473 It proved itself to be by no 
means so readily explosible as has usually been supposed. 

Explosion (eksplJu-gan). [ad. L. explosion-em, 
n. of action f, explodere to Explode. Cf. Fr. 
explosion ,] The action of exploding. 

T 1. The action of treating with scorn, rejecting 
or scouting (a notion, system, etc.) ; rejection. 

1656-81 Blount Glossogr ., Explosion, a casting off or re- 
jecting, a hissing a thing out. 1783 Pott Chiming. Wks. II. 
8 The explosion of the long continued notion that such 
wounds were poisonous. 1796 Morse Amer. Geog. I. 27 
Observation and reason long ago triumphed in its [Ptolemaic 
System’s] explosion, and universal rejection by the learned. 

2. The action of driving out, or of issuing forth, 
with violence and noise ; an instance of the same ; 
t spec, a volcanic eruption. 

[1623-6 Cockeram, Explosion, a driuing out.] 1667 Phil. 
Trans. II, 601 Producing them [animal Motions] by a kind 
of Explosion or Shooting. 1695 Woodward Nat. Hist. 
Earth in. (1723) 157 Those Parts of the Earth which abound 
with Strata of Stone, .are the most furiously shatter’d, .an 
Event observable not only in this but all other Explosions 
whatever. 1704 Newton Optics in. L (1721) 317 In gun- 
powder. .the Spirit of the Nitre being, .rarified into Vapour, 
rushes out with Explosion.. The Sulphur also.. augments 
the Explosion. 1772 Ann . Reg. 71/2,1 am.. convinced that 
the whole of it [the soil] has been formed by explosion. 1796 
Morse Amer . Geog. 1. 363 The garrison, .was alarmed with 
frequent explosions of fire ana smoke, emitted from the 
mountain. 1855 Bain Senses. 4* hit. 1. ii. $ 18 (1864) 52 A 
momentary increase of the expiratory force, .so as to amount 
to an explosion, or a shot, which propels the material out of 
the tube. 1862 Darwin Fertil. Orchids iv. 130 The sudden 
explosion of viscid matter. 

fig. 1670 Eachami Cont. Clergy 35 The right one [word] 
..that at the explosion made such a goodly report. 1804 
J. Grahame Sabbath 835 Ten thousand times ten thousand 
voices rise In slow explosion. 

b. Explosive utterance (of a sound). 

1879 H. Sweet in Philol. Soc, Trans. 471 The initial 
voiceless stops have a stronger explosion than in English. 

3. Of a gas, gunpowder, etc. : The action of 
1 going off’ with a loud noise under the influence 
of suddenly developed internal energy; an instance 
of this; also used of electric discharges. Of a 
boiler, bomb, gun, etc. : The action of suddenly 
bursting or flying in pieces from a similar cause. 

1744 Thomson Summer 1120 Following slower, in Explo- 
sion vast 5< The Thunder raises his tremendous voice. 1762 
Symmer in Ellis Orig. Lett. n. 495 IV. 453) The explosion 
of this bomb proved to be but the bursting of a bubble. 
c 1790 Imison Sch. Arts 1. 94 When the discharge [of a glass 
jar, battery, etc.] is considerable, it is often called an ex- 
plosion. 1807 T. Thomson Chem. (ed. 3) II. 15 When elec- 
tric explosions are made to pass through this gas. 1816 J. 
Smith Panorama Sc, 4* Art II. 232 The discharge will fire 
the powder, and the explosion of the latter will throw off 
the roof. 1864 Webster, Explosion (Steam-eng.), the 
shattering of a boiler by a sudden and immense pressure, in 
distinction from rupture. 2867 W. W. Smyth Coal 4* Coal- 
mining 134 The tendency., of the results of explosion to 
spread through the entire colliery. 

attrib. 1828 J. M. Spearman Brit. Gunner (ed. 2) 81 The 
explosion bulk-head, of three-inch plank. 

b. The resulting noise ; a detonation. 

1775 in Ash. 1855 Encycl. Brit. (ed. 8) IX. 456 The ex- 
plosion resembled the discharge of hundreds of cannon fired 
at once. Mod. Didn’t you hear the explosion? Explosions 
are still heard at intervals. 

c. transf. {Phys.) 

1706 Phillips (ed. Kersey), Explosion, an Action of the 
Animal spirits, whereby the Nerves are suddenly drawn 


together, when some Particles of a different kind are mixed 
with the Spirits, by which they are violently expanded, or 
spread forth and driven into confusion, like the parts of fired 
Gun-powder. 1878 Holbrook Hyg. Brain 37 Life is a con- 
tinual explosion of nerve material. 1S83 Maudsley Body 
4 - Will hi. iii. 261 The . . complex organisation of nerve- 
structure is damaged by the intense molecular commotion 
which is the condition of the epileptic explosion. 

4. A breaking or bursting forth into sudden 
activity; an outbreak, outburst (of anger, indig- 
nation, laughter, etc.). 

1817 Coleridge Lit.. Rem. I. 51 When novelties explode 
around us in all directions [etc.]. But alas J. explosion has 
followed explosion so rapidly that novelty itself ceases to 
appear new. 1817 Ld. Castlereagh in Pari. Deb . 279 A 
desperate conspiracy which threatened an explosion, and 
which had, in point of fact, exploded already. 1827 Scott 
Ilighl. Widow v, Elspat was prepared for the first explosion 
of her son’s passion. 1844 H. Rogers Ess. I. ii. 90 If there 
was any explosion at all, it was an explosion of merriment. 
1848 Macaulay Hist.. Eng. I. 146 This step was the signal 
for a general explosion. The people . . refused to pay 
taxes. 

Hence Explo*sionist, one who is addicted to 
planning explosions. 

1880 Daily Tel. 13 N0V., In some respects the Nihilist 
explosionxsts are guiltier than the Gunpowder Plot con- 
spirators. 1883 Birm. Weekly Post 14 Apr. 4/6 The ex- 
plosionists are quite as well acquainted with the imbecility 
of our laws as with the potency of dynamite. 

Explosive (ekspLJu-siv), a. and sb. [f. L. type 
*explosiv-u $ , f. explodere to Explode: see -ive. 
Cf, F. explosif \ -we.] 

A. adj. 

1. Tending to drive something forth with vio- 
lence and noise. 

1667 Phil. Trans. II. 601 Upon which Elastick, or Ex- 
plosive power he establish’s his whole Doctrine of Convul- 
sions. 3:695 Woodward Nat. Hist. Earth in. i. (1723) 157 
A kind of Natural Gunpowder, which taking fire . . occa- 
sions . . that subterranean Thunder. . and by the Assistance of 
its Explosive Power, renders the Shock much greater. 
1755 in Johnson, i860 C. G. Williams in Ure Diet. Arts 
(ed. 5)s.v. Gunpowder, The explosive force will be less than 
it should be. 1869 Phillips Vesuv. viii. 219 The opening 
once made, the subsequent efforts are explosive. 1874 Car- 
penter Ment. Phys. 1. i. § 15 (1879) 1 7 An expulsion of the 
offending particle by an explosive cough. 

2. Driven forth or produced by explosion. 

1735 Thomson Liberty 1. 312 From the red Abyss New 
Hills, explosive, thrown. 

b. Of a consonant-sound : Produced by an ex- 
plosion of breath ; stopped. 

1854 Bushnan in Circ. Sc. (c 1865) I. 289/1 The explosive 
consonants, b, d, g, p, t, and k. 1878 W. H. Stone in Grove 
Did. M us. I. 459 Alternating the hnguo-dental explosive T 
with another explosive consonant produced differently. 

3. Tending to explode or ‘go eff’ with a loud 
noise ; tending to cause explosion. 

1796 Burke Lett. Noble Ld. Wks. VIII. 60 Democra- 
tick, explosive, insurrectionary nitre. 1802 Med. Jml. 
VIII. 307 Towards the end it [air] approached to the ex- 
plosive kind. 1850 Mrs. Stowe Uncle Tom's C. xxix. 273 
Miss Ophelia sat.. as if she had swallowed some explosive 
mixture, and was ready to burst. 1884 Sir E. J. Reed in 
Contemp. Rev. Nov. 617 A limited use of explosive-shell- 
fire from mortars had been made. 

fig. 1865 Merivale Rom. Einp. VIII. lxiv. xoi The 
nobles, .might have nursed an explosive spirit of discontent. 

4. Of or pertaining to an explosion ; of the nature 
of an explosion. 

1844 Dickens Mart. Chuzz. liii, He entertained them., 
with some comic passage or other, .so that explosive laughs 
were constantly issuing from the side-board. 1856 Kane 
A ret. Expl. I. xxx. 411 Breaking it [the ice] up with an 
explosive puff. 1875 Ure Diet, Arts II. 761 Gun-cotton 
has about three times the explosive rapidity of gunpowder. 
1878 Huxley Physiogr. 109 They combine with explosive 
violence, if exposed to sunshine. 

B. sb. 

1. An explosive letter or consonant (see A, 2 b) ; 

« Explod ent. 

1878 [see A. 2, b]. 1883 I. Taylor Alphabet II. viii. § 2. 
144 iiote, The law of least effort requires that the vowel 
should precede continuants and follow the explosives. 

2. An explosive agent or compound. (See A. 3.) 

1874 Knight Did. Mech. I, 81 8/1 s. v., M. Berthelot gives 

.. a table showing the relative force of explosives. 1881 
Raymond Mining Gloss, s. v., The principal explosives used 
in mining are gunpowder, .nitroglycerin [etc.]. 

^attrib. 1883 Pall Mall G. 7 Apr. 7/1 The Explosives 

Explosively (ekspl<?«*sivli), adv. [f. prec. + 
-LY 54 .] In an explosive manner; in the manner 
of an explosion ; from or with explosion. 

1805 H atchett in Phil. Trans* XCV. 292 So great a 
portion of gas was almost explosively produced, as to over- 
set the jar. 1822 Blackw. Mag. XI. 190 Our hero. .was. . 
in danger of bursting explosively like an overcharged mus- 
ket. 1859 R. F. Burton Centr. Afr. in Jml. Geog. Soc. 
XXIX. 271 Every word seems to be articulated so ex- 
plosively that a stranger would imagine the offended speaker 
to be spitting at him. 

Explosiveness (ekspl^Q-sivnes). [f. as prec. 
+ -ness.] The quality of being explosive ; ten- 
dency to explode. 

1826 Henry Elem. Chem, I. 236 The explosiveness of a 
mixture of hydrogen and oxygen gases, 1859 Smiles 
Stephenson 98 The wire-gauze of the Davy lamp becomes 
red-hot from the high explosiveness of the gas. 1879 Cas- 
seirs Teckn. Mduc. I. 154/2 Sift out the glass, when the 
powder would resume its natural explosiveness. 


EXPIaOY. 


EXPORTATION 


f Exploy, Obs~o In 6 employe, [var. of 
Explay.] (See quo ts.) 

1553 Huloet, Exploye or do a thynge, administro . 
Exploye studye, conferre studinm . 

Expoliate, -at ion : see Exspoliatp, -atiost. 
t ExpO‘lisll, v. Obs. ' [ad. L. expolHe (see 
next) ; assimilated to polish.'] tram. To polish 
exquisitely or thoroughly. In qnot. absol. 

1624 Heywood Gunaik. 269 To polish and expolish, 
paint and staine, Unguents to daube and then wipe out 
again e. 

f Expolrte, cl- Obs. [ad. L. expo lit -us, pa. pple. 
of expolire. f. ex- (see Ex- prefX) + poltre to 
Polish.] Thoroughly polished, highly finished. 

1593 R. D. Hypnerotomachici 88 b, All the rest of the 
Charyot. .was of. .Carbuncle, .of an expolite cutting. 

tExpoli*tioH. Obs. [ad. L. expoll tion-em, n. 
of action f. expolire : see pree.] . a. The action of 
polishing, b. Rhet. (see quots.) 

[1589 Puttenham Eng. Poesie in. xx.fArb.) 254 [Expolitio] 
doth . . polish our speech and as it were attire it with copious 
and pleasant amplifications and much varietie of sentences, 
all running vpon one point and one intent]. 1656 81 Blount 
Glossogr., Expolition a trimming, polishing or burnishing. 
1730-6 Bailey (folio*, Expolition (in Rhetorick), a figure 
whereby the same thing is explained in different phrases, in 
order to shew it more fully. 1751 in Chambers Cycl. 

+ Expo‘ 110 , v. Obs. [ad. L. export- ere to put 
forth, set forth, display, declare, publish, f. ex- 
out + pone re to put, place, Cf. the cognate Ex- 
pound, also Expose. (Since ifith c, chiefly .5k. ; 
in earlier use perh. sometimes only a graphic 
variant of expowne Expound,)] 

1. tram. To set forth in words, declare. 

c 1375 Sc. Leg. Saints, Mocker 1302 (in Horstmann Alt. 
Leg. 202 ) ]>at ]>ai , . pe priwete mare opynly Wald expone 
f>aime. C1380 Wyclif Set. Wks. III. 433 Ensaumple of 
siche deds expone]? best Cristis lnwe.^ 2553 Abp. Hamilton 
Catech, (1884} Christ . , has ratifeit & exponit thame in 
the new law. 2632 in Lew’s Hist. Kirk (1842' p. xl, Whilk 
day the ministers of Perth expone and shew to the brethren 
that the town . .had made ..agreement with a schoolmaster. 
[i860 J. Paterson Life <3* Poems Dunbar 306 We have him 
exponmg the salutary change which age had effected]. 

b. To set forth the character of; to represent, 
characterize. 

1663 Spalding Tronb, Chets. / (1792) II. 200 Taking them 
[the people of Aberdeen] to be worse exponed than they 
were indeed. 

2. To expound, explain, interpret. 

c 1440 Gesiti Rom. lxiii. 272 (Harl. MS.) They, .praide 
him that he wolde declare and. expone the versys to hem, 
1549 Compl. Scot. x. 83 The inglismen.exponis the prophesye 
of merlyne to there, aut?n affectione, as the iueis exponit the 
prophesie of cayphas. 2640 Canterb. Self Convict. 120 His 
oath and promise at his coronation to keep the laws, is to 
be exponed of his resolution to make his laws to be keepecl 
by others. 1676 W. Row Contn. Blair’s Autobiog. xii. 
(1848' 464 They exponed Scripture and prayed. 

3. To put forth (effort); lay out, expend (money). 

1527 Burgh Rec. A herd. (Spalding Club 1844* I. 118 The 

mony and proffeit of the said land..nocht to he exponit in 
vothir vssis, 2563-87 Foxe A. <$• M. (16841 II. 299 The 
King . . hath been always contented . . to expone all his study, 
labour . . treasure [etc.] . . for the Pope’s aid. 

4. To expose (a person or thing to danger, etc.). 
1564 H award E it tropins To Rdr. 1 They exponed them- 
selves, . to no smal daungers. a 1572 Knox Hist. Ref (1586) 
98 They lying without trench or gabion, were exponed to 
the force of the whole ordinaunce of the sayd castle, a 2652 
Calderwood Hist. Kirk (18431 II. 48 If he so did, he sould 
. .expone re! igioun to the uttermost danger. 

Exponence (eksp^-uensi. rare. [f. next: see 
-isnce,] The function of an exponent of some- 
thing. So also Eacpo nency. 

1880 Daily Tel. 19 Feb., For the vocal exponence of 
[sacred music], .she is exceptionally gifted. 1880 Harper's 
Mag. LX. 908 Streets and avenues, squares and rows, 
enough to require the exponency of a good-sized directory. 

Exponent (eksp 0 »*nent\ a. and sb. [ad. L. 
exponent-em , pr. pple. of expo acre : see Ex- 
pone zl] 

A adj. That sets forth or interprets. In Logic, 
of a proposition. 

1581 J. Bell Haddads Anew. Osor. xtr The. .same rule 
. .framyng a sounde and probable Argument from the pro- 
position Exponent, to the Exclusive. 1847 Sir W . Hamil- 
ton -Let. Be Morgan 6 The doctrine of which the require- 
ments were exponent. 

R. sb. One who or that which sets forth, 

1. One who sets forth in words, expounds, or 
interprets ; in recent use occas. one who ‘inter- 
prets’ music, an executant. Also, that wh.eh 
■serves to explain or interpret. 

. 1812 Coleridge in Southey’s Omnianaf. 12 Whatever is 
common to all languages, .must be the Exponent and Con- 
sequent of the common consciousness of man. 1834 H. N. 
Coleridge Grk. Poes ; ed. 2) 28 One of those tongues may 
be an imperfect exponent of the other. 2841 Myers Cath. 
Th. iv. xxx i. 322 Jesus Christ is the clearest exponent of 
His own purposes. 2856 Firoude Hist. Eng. (1858' II. yi. 
13 This form of discontent found its exponent in John 
Wycliffe. 2875 Ouset.ey Mas. Harm n. 27 Vocal music is 
very dependant on the words to which it is set, and of 
which it should be the exponent. 

2. Math. a. Algebra. A symbol denoting the 
number of times a particular quantity^ is to be 
taken as a factor to produce the power indicated ; 
an index. It is now written as a small letter or 
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figure at the right hand of and above the symbol of 
the quantity affected by it t b. Exponent of the 
(see quot. 1706 b e. Physics. Exponent of 
A efraeiion : — l index * or * coefficient ’ of refrac- 
tion (? obs.). • 

2706 Philips fed. Kersey\ Exponent of the Ratio or Pro- 
portion between two Numbers or Quantities, is the Quotient 
arising, when the Antecedent is divided by the Consequent 
Ihus 6 is the Exponent of the Ratio that 30 has to 5. 2734 
Berkeley Ajmlyst § 45 We may often observe that the 
Exponents of Fluxions . . are confounded with the Fluxions 
themselves. 2807 Hutton Course Math. 1 1 . 283 Whether 
a e ^P onei ]t be positive or negative, integral or fractional. 
1859 Barn. Smith A ritk. if Algebra (td. 6 ) 298 The figures 
2 ’ 3 •*£&.. are called Exponents. 

0. tie who or that which sets forth as a repre- 
sentative or type, as a symbol or index. 

1835 Coleridge Aids Ref. (1848) 1 .260 To one or other 
rr^ e ?* e f° ur beads all the numerous forms and exponents 
°*Umst s mediation in St. Paul’s writings may be referred. 
1833 hiT. Martineau Fr. Wines tf Pol. ix. 145 Price is the 
exponent of exchangeable value. 2843 W. Grove Corr. 
/ Ays. Forces 25 The motion of the mass becomes the ex- 
ponent of the amount of heat of the molecules. 1880 L. 
Stephen P ope v, 135 Theobald as a plodding antiquarian, 
was an excellent exponent of dullness. 

Exponential (ek?p<?ne-njal), a. and sb. ££ 
prec. + -(i)al.J A. adj. 

1. That has the function of setting forth or ex- 
hibiting. rare. 

*73° 6 in Bailey (folio*. 2809-10 Coleridge Friend 
(1818) III. 185 Where the hypothesis is an exponential image 
..of an idea. 


2. Math. Involving the unknown quantity or 
variable as an exponent, or as part of an exponent. 
So exponential equation, function, quantity, etc. 

Exponential' curve, one expressed by an exponential 
equation, t E. calculus : see quot. 1796, E. series , the in- 
finite series 1 +x+^x Jl +-;x s e tu. ; E. theorem , the theorem 
that the value of e K (the ‘exponential', or Napierian anti- 
logarithm, of .r) is expressed by this series. 

2704 J. i. arris Z*r. Techn. II s.v., Exponential curves are 
such as partake both of the nature of Algebraick and Tran- 
scendent ones. 2715 Phil. Trans. XXIX. 212 These Equa- 
tions he now calls Exponential. 1739 Anderson in Rigaud 
Corr. Set. Men (1841) I. 342 The exponential equation 
-fgd. 1784 Phil. Trans. LXXIV. 401 P is either an alge- 
braical, exponential, or fluential fluxion of X. 2796 Hutton 
Math. Diet Exponential Calculus the method of differ- 
encing or finding the fluxions of Exponential quantities, and 
of summing up those differences or finding their fluents. 
1882 Maxwell Electr. Cf Magn. 1. 221 We call the exponen- 
tial quantity . . the hyperbolic cosine of fi. 

B. sb. Math. An exponential quantity or func- 
tion; spec, the Napierian base & raised to the 
power denoted by the variable ; the Napierian 
antilogarithm of the variable. 

1784 Waring in Phil. Trans. LXXIV. 395 When the 
terms are exponentials of superior orders. 1833 Sir W. 
R. Hamilton in R. P. Graves Life II. 58 My extension of 
Herschel's theorem For the development' of functions of ex- 
ponentials. 2885 A thenzeum 1 1 July 52/2 The discussion of 
logarithms and exponentials by means of the properties of 
the logarithmic spiral. 

t Expo*ner. Obs. [£ Expone + -er U] One 
who sets forth ; an expounder. 

1588 A. King tr. Canisius ’ Catech. 50 Ane keipar, and ane 
exponer of the veritie. 


Exponible (ekspffwnib’l),#, and sb. [ad. med. 
L. expbnibilis , f. exponent : see Expone and -ble.] 
A adj. That admits of or requires explanation; 
spec, in Logic, of a proposition, that requires re- 
statement in order to he employed in a syllogism. 

[<*1276 Petrus Hispanus vii. 6. 1 in Prantf Geschi elite 
derfogik (1861) III. 67 n, Proposltio exponibilis est pro- 
positio habens sensuni obscurum expositione indigehtem]. 
1788 Reid Aristotle’s Log. iv. $ 7.101 Such propositions are 
by some called exponible, by others imperfectly modal. 

B. sb. An exponible proposition. 

1569 J. Sanford tr .Agrippa’s Van. Aries 22 b. Of Con- 
sequences, of Indissolubles, of Exponibles. 2653 Ukquhart 
Rabelais r. viii, The exponibles of Master Hautechaussade. 
1864 Bowen Logic v. 145 The latter [Compound Proposi- 
tions in which the plurality of Judgments is concealed] are 
called Exponibles, because they need to be analyzed and 
explained. 

t Exporrext,///. a. obs. [ad. L. exporrect-us , 
pa. pple. of exporngAre, f. ex~ out + porrigere to 
stretch out, £ for- — pro- forth + regere to keep 
straight.] Stretched out; (of the Iorehead) un- 
wrinlded. . 

2649 Bulwer Patkomyot. n. ii. 109 Tlie forehead seemes 
exporrect and unfblded- 

t Esporre cted, ppl a. Obs. - prec. 

1650 Bulwer Anthropomet. i. 19 The Brain ,i| . . a little 
exporrected in length. Ibid. iii. 62 The people, .use great 
care to have exporrected foreheads. Ibid. vii. 229 The Face 
..is more exporrected according to latitude then longitude. 

f Exporre ction. Obs. rare ~ l . [n. of action 
£ L. exporrigZre ; s“e Exfobeect.] (See quot.) 

1697 J. Sergeant Solid Philos. 104 Let them take Exten- 
sion, Stretching out, or Exporrection how they will. , 

Export (ekspo«j'Jt), v. [ad. (either directly or 
through Fr. exporter) L. export-are, £ ex- out 4- 
portai-e to carry : see Port v.] 

f L trans. (gen.) To carry (things or persons) out 
of a place ; to take away, carry off. Also jig. Obs. 

(The sense of the two ‘first quots. is obscure.) 


c 2485 Digby Myst. ( 1882) m. 458 Swych desepeyouns, poty't 
peynes to exsport, prynt yow in sportes whych best doth, 
yow plese. 2548 Gest Pr. Masse 81 Thensuyng saying . . 
Gracian exporteth and fathereth ^ Upon Austyne. a 261a 
Donne Bta 0 ava 7 o<; (1644* 133 Paulinus. .delivered himselfe 
as a slave to the Vandals, and was exported from Italy to 
Afrique. 2613 Bacon Ess., Follcrwers 4- P'r.iArb.) 35 They 
export honour from a man and make him a returne in.Enuy. 
2642 Nicholas Papers 1 Camden 1 1. 29 F owr thousand men to 
bee exported hence for the service of . . forreine Princes. 
2691 Ray Creation 11. (1704) 319 The Arteries are known to 
export the Blood. ' 

2. Comm. To send out (commodities of any 
kind) from one country to another. 

1665 Manley Grotius’ Low C. IVarres 179 They might 
export any thing, but Materials for War and Corn, 2673 
Petty Pol. Anat. 11691) 57 There are 60 M. [black cattle] 
exported alive, and 30 M. dead in Barrels. 2745 De Poe’s 
Eng. Tradesman Xntrod. (18411 L 2 Exporting the growth 
ana manufacture of England to other countries. 1841 W. 
Sfalding Italy fit. I si. III. 399 Olives , . could always be 
exported without duty. 1845 McCulloch Taxation 11. v. 
(18521 209 Customs duties were charged, .on all sorts of com- 
modities, whether exported or imported. 

absol. 1776 Adam Smith W. N. iv. i. 28 By exporting to 
a greater value than it imported. 2873 C. Robinson N.S. 
Wales 75 We exported to Great Britain to the value of 
^30,208,485. 

b. transf and fg. 

2760 Sterne Trist. Shandy 290 Susannah was sufficient by 
herself . . in exporting a family secret. 27S2 Cowper Ex- 
postulation 365 Hast thou . . Exported slavery to the con- 
quered East? 

Hence Ea^pcrrted ppl. a ., Exporting vbl. sb. 
and ppl. a. 

1716 Addison Freehold tr No. 41 The Exported commodi- 
ties amounted to Two Hundred Ninety Four Thousand 
Pounds. 1727 W. Mather Vug. Mads Comp. 409 The Ex- 
porting and Importing so many and great Quantities of rich 
Commodities. 1813 G. Chalmers Dom. Econ. Gt. Brit. 171 
The value of exported cargoes in 2766. 2845 McCulloch 
Taxation n. iv. (1852) 197. Poland and other exporting 
countries. 

Export (ejkspoit), sb. Comm. [£ prec.] 

1. That which is exported; an exported article. 
Also, the amount exported. ' 

2690 Child/? isc. T rode (ed. 4) 167 The Exports were more 
in value than the Imports. 2735 Berkeley Querist § 179 
Schedules of our Trade, containing an Account of the Im- 
ports and Exports of the foregoing Year. 2796 Burke 
Regie. Peace i. Wks. VIII. 155 Our commerce, the imports 
and exports of the nation. 2831 J . Q, Adams in C. Davies 
Metr.Syst. m. (1871)113 In the year 1354 the balance of 
exports above the imports was of more than 250,000 pounds. 

2u The action of exporting, exportation ; an in- 
stance of this. (Not in Johnson or Todd. First 
in Webster 1864 .) 

1804 Colebrooke Hush, if Comm. Bengal (1806) 192 
Buffalo’s horns might, .become an article of export. 2824 
Ld. HareWooi> in Bischoff Woollen Mamif. II. 48 Alio Wr- 
ing the free export of British wool. 1874 Green Short Hist . 
viii. 476 He gave license for the export of arms to Spain. 

0 . alt rib. In senses : Of, pertaining to, concerned 
with or adapted for, exportation; as export-capacity , 
-demand, -goods (specified, as e. g. export-yarns), 
-direction, - merchant , (-bookseller, -clothier, etc.), 
-trade; export bill, a bill drawn against or for 
the value of exported goods ; export duty, a duty 
paid on exported goods. /. 

2862 Goschen For. Exck. 39 Buying-up and remitting the 
*export-bills as soon as the goods have been shipped, 2885 
Bookseller 5 Mar. Advt., Wholesale and ^export booksellers* 

2888 Daily News 19 Nov. 2/7 The ^export demand is well 
maintained for furs, skins, and hairs. 2817 F. Robinson in 
Pari. Deb. 565 The bill . . to diminish the *export duty 
on the smaller sorts of coal. 1845 M c Culloch Taxa- 
tion 11. v. <1852) 204 Great caution is usually required in 
imposing export duties. 2795 Ld. Auckland Corr. Ill, 
295 The naval preparations oblige us to suspend the*ex- 
port trade which is a check to manufactures. 2831 Sir J* 
Sinclair Cmr. II. 307 The Emperor and his Ministers were 
ignorant that there existed any advantageous export trade. 

2889 Daily News ix Dec. n/7 ^Export yarns were a shade 

better. ■ . 

Exportable (ekspo^utabJ)/^. mid sb. [f. prec; 

+ -ABLE.] 

A. adj. Capable of being exported. 

2717 Newton in Rigaud Corr. Sci. Men (1842) II. 425 
Silver in bullion exportable is usually worth ad. ox ^,d. per 
qz, more than in coin. 1803 Syd. Smith Wks, (1867)1.41 
The. .exportable articles . . which Ceylon produces are pearls, 
cinnamon, and elephants, . 2877 Erased s Mag. XV. 85 The 
principal staples of her exportable wealth. 
transf. 1807 Med. Jml. XVII. 218 What transmutation 
. .readers it [yellow fever] exportable to Europe from .usJ . 

B. sb. pi. Articles of exportation, rare. 

1873 A. L. Perry Pol. Econ. 522 The greatest loss falls oa 
the exportables of a country. 

t Expo'rtance. Obs. rare— 1 . [£ Export v. + 

2630 J. Lf.vett Ordering of Bees (1634) x<S The exportanca 
of increase and profit by them [bees]. 

Exportation (ekspoit^-Jon). [a. F. export- 
ation, ad. L. exportation-em , n. of action £ ex- 
portare : see Export.] The action of exporting. ’ 

+ 1. a. gen. Carrying out from a place.’ b. The 
conveying or sending (persons) out of the country* 
a 1620 Healey Theophrastus, Ostentation (1636) 80 He 
[ Antipater], when there was granted a free exportation {from 
Macedonia], when the court esie was offered him. refused it. 
x 666 J. Smith Old 'Age 239 The Instruments of the vital 
Facutty, Which serve for •. . exportation and rejection of the 
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same [bloud and spirits]. *725 H, Bourne Antiq. Com. 
People ii, 15 They were wont to sit by it [the corpse], from 
the Time. of its Death till its Exportation to the Grave. 
1774 Pennant Tour Scot . in 1772, 47 The melancholy ex- 
portation of. .natives of Great Britain. 1789 Hist, in Ann. 
Peg. 142 It [Stanhope’s bill] also repealed the laws . , pro- 
hibiting the exportation of women. 

% Comm. The sending out (of commodities) 
from one country to another. 

1641 Nicholas Papers (Camden) I. 20 Statutes restrayning 
the exportacion of y 3 native commodities of that kingdome. 
1678 Marvell Corr. Wks. I. 362, The Committee against , 
Exportation ofWooll sate yesternight. 1797-8 Wellington 
in Owen Disp. 779 The exportation of British manufactures, 
excepting of military stores, ought to be free. 1870 Ander- 
son Missions Amer.Bd. II, xxxi. 271 Wheat, and other 
products for exportation. 

transf. 1807 Med. Jrnl. XVII. 119 An indigenous and 
local disease . . capable of exportation to distant countries. 
8. quasi -concr. a. Something carried out f b. 
That which is exported ; //. commodities exported, 
exports [obs.). 

a. *817 Coleridge Biog. Lit. 238 Feverishness and want 
of appetite which .. was certainly not decreased by the 
exportations from the cabin, 

to. 1664-5 Pepvs Diary (1879) III- 109 If the exportations 
exceed the importations. 1673 Temple Ess. Ireland Wks. 
1731 1 , *12 The Native Commodities or common easie Manu- 
factures. .make up the Exportation of this Kingdom. *691 
T. H[ale] Acc. New Invent. 13 1 As much ., as they now 
receive in Exchange for their said Exportations. 
Exporter (ekspoautai). [t. as prec. + -erI.] 
One who exports ; an export trader, 

1691 Locke Lower. Interest 174 'Twill be the Interest of 
every Exporter, to buy Plate to send out before Money. 
1720 Lond. Gas . No. 5833/2 The Duty . . payable by the 
Exporter. 1796 Morse Amer.Geog. I, 296'The company. . 
became their own exporters. 1861 Goschen For . Exch. 40 
The exporters sell to the same bankers. 

Exposal (ekspflu-zal). [f. next + -al.] 

1 . The fact of exposing or of being exposed. 

1651 H. More in Enthus. Tri. (1656) 254 It is no exposall 
or hardship at all to be exposed to mercy. 1656 Jeanes 
Fuln. Christ 199 Gods exposall of him unto death for his 
members. 1666 G. Harvey Morh. Angl. vi. 66 Their ex- 

g osal to those injuries, we have just now instanced. 172* 
wift Let . of Advice to yng.Poet 26, . I believe our cor- 
rupted air, and frequent thick Fogs, are in a great measure 
owing to the common exposal of <our Wit. 1839 S. David- 
son Biblical Crit. 62 The version itself manifests its exposal 
to Jewish influences. 

2 . A setting forth, an exposition, * expose 

1885 Sat. Rev. 15 Aug. 220 An eloquent and able exposal 
of the financial . . aspect of Indian affairs. 

Expose (ekspJa-z), v. [a. Fr. exposer (14th c.), 
formed as an adaptation of L. expmtre to put 
out, expose (see Expose, Expound) ; the vb. poser 
(:— L. pausare to rest, lay down) haying been asso- 
ciated by erroneous etymology with L . ponere (pa. 
pple. posiius), and employed as its regular repre- 
sentative in compounds. See Compose, Pose.] 

I. To put out ; to deprive of shelter. 

+ 1 . trans. To put out; to put (a person) ashore ; 
to expel from a country, etc. Also rejl. of a river : 
To empty itself into. Obs. rare . 

1632 Lithgow Trav, 1. 43 The Genoeses have abandoned 
the society of Iewes, and exposed them from their juris- 
diction. Hid. 11. 46 There the Carmoesaloe [a vessel] 
stayed, and I was exposed to seek passage for Ragusa. 1658 
W. Burton I tin. Anton. 134 Where the river Team ex- 
poseth it self into it [the Severn], 1726 Shelvocke Voy. 
round World 151 In short, I would expose no hostages. 

2 . To turn out of doors; ‘ to cast out to chance > 
(J .) ; esp. to abandon (an infant), often in Antiq. as 
the rendering of L. exponere , Gr. t/cnOivcu. 

x6ix SnAKS.WJnt. T. v. ii. 78 All the Instruments which 
ayded to expose the Child, were euen then lost. 1697 
Potter Antiq. Greece 11. xx. (1715) 371 The latter [Ariadne] 
being the same that was expos’d big with Child upon that 
Coast by Theseus. 1752 Hume Ess., Populousness Anc . 
Nations J1779) I. 416 The only country where this practice 
of exposing children prevails, a 1859 Macaulay Hist. Eng, 
(1861) V. 102 In old time he would have been exposed as 
soon as he came into the world. 

3 . To place in an unsheltered or unprotected 
position ; to leave without shelter or defence ; to 
remove the covering of ; to put (plants) out in the 
open air. In early use also, To risk, imperil. 

c 1477 Caxton Jason 78 b, And semblably ben alle peple 
bounden to expose body and goodes for their kyng. 1590 
Spenser F. Q. hi. i. 46 He that hath espyde a vermeill rose, 
To which sharpe thomes . . the way forestall, Dare not for 
dread his hardy hand expose. 1664 Evelyn Kal. Hort. 
(1729) 201 Set out and expose Flos Cardinalis. Ibid. 212 Be 
careful not to expose the Fruit without Leaves sufficient to 
skreen it from the Sun. 1667 Milton P. L. a. 828, I go 
This uncouth errand sole, ana one for all My self expose. 
*704 Lond. Gaz. No 4020/2 He exposed his Person very 
much in the Action. *796 G Marshall Garden. (1813) 300 
An awning . . will continue them in perfection of blow much 
longer than if always exposed. 1883 Blackw. Mag. 584/1 
The gunners are never exposed as is the case with all em- 
brasure .. batteries, Mod. This costume is injurious to 
health because it unduly exposes the chest. 

4 . To lay open (to danger, ridicule, censure, 
etc.) ; to place in the way of something that would 
be better avoided ; to render accessible or liable. 
Const, to, t unto ; also to with inf. clause. 

*474 Caxton Chesse 144 He exposithhym vnto the parilles 
of bataylle. x6or Sbaks. Alls Weltm. ii. xo6 Expose Those 
tender limbes of thine, to the euent Of the none-sparing 
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warre. z&o$ — Lcarm. iv. 34 Expose thy selfe to feele what 
wretches feele. 1612 Biblf. Transl. Pref. 4 Rather then., 
to expose themselues to many exceptions and eauillations, 
1667 Milton P. L. ii. 27 Whom the highest place exposes 
Fonnost to stand against the Thunderers aime. 1697 Dry- 
den Virg. Georg, hi. 646 [The Snake] leaves expos’d to 
Blows, his Back and batter’d Sides. 1725 De Foe Voy. 
round World ( 1840) 336 Not so low as to be exposed to 
the overflowing of the river. 1789 Bentham Princ. Legist. 
xviii. §44 Offences to which the condition of a Guardian is 
exposed. 1865 R. W. Dale Jew. Temp. ix. (1877) 89 The 
faith of the Hebrew Christians . . was .. exposed to severe 
trials. 1874 MiCklethwaite Mod. Par. Churches 22 6, In 
positions little exposed to be walked over. 

5. To lay open to (f into) the action or influ- 
ence of. 

1594 Plat Jewel Ho., Divers New Exper. 33 The greene 
timber which you doe expose into the ayre. 1697 Dryden 
Virg. Georg, n. 448 While the balmy Western Spirit blows, 
Earth to the Breath her Bosom dares expose, a X704 Locke 
(J.), Those who seek truth only, freely expose their principles 
to the test. 1744 Berkeley Sin's § 28 Trees that grow on 
mountains, exposed to the sun or the north wind. 1751 
Johnson Rambler No. 112 F4 Exposed to a microscope, 
the smoothest polish . . discovers cavities. 1807 T, Thomson 
Ckem . (ed. 3) Ii. 176 When liquid sulphurous acid is exposed 
to atmospheric air. 1866 J. Martineau Ess. I. 3 He was 
exposed to two singularly inharmonious influences. 3879 
Harlan Eyesight ii. 22 The way in which they [the eye- 
brows] are instantly drawn down when we are suddenly 
exposed to a dazzling light. 

b. pass. To be open to a certain quarter of the 
heavens, situated in a certain aspect. 

1710 London & Wise Compl. Gard. (1719) 76 It's an ad- 
mirable Peach when planted in a good Soil, and well expos’d. 
2765 A. Dickson Treat. Agric. >ed. 2) 307 The richest lands 
in Scotland, -are exposed to the north. 

II. To present to view, put forth. 

0. To exhibit openly; to display to the public 
gaze. 

1623-6 Cockeram, Expose , to set to view. 1712 Steele 
Sped. No. 280 P 3 The Beggar, who exposes nis Sores. 
1727 De Foe Syst. Magic 1. iv. (1840) 95 By persuading 
him [Noah] to drink hhnself. drunk, .had. .made him expose 
himself in a beastly manner. s8oi Southey Thalaba vi. 
xxvi, Transparent garments to the-greedy eye Exposed their 
harlot limbs. 1855 Macaulay Hist. Eng. III. 250 He was 
then carried to the market place, and exposed, .as a male- 
factor. 1875 Jowett Platogz d, 2) V. 1 76 The dead are only 
to be exposed for three days, 

b. Eccl. To exhibit (the Host, relics) for adora- 
tion. 

1644 Evelyn Diary 18 Mar., Neere Easter, .many images 
were expos’d. 1850 J. H. Newman Dipfic. Anglic. 213 
The Blessed Sacrament is exposed in all the churches all 
over the city. 

c. To disclose, display, allow to be seen. 

1851 Carpenter Man. Phys. 401 The amount of surface 
exposed by the walls of these minute cavities. 1853 Kane 
Grinnell Exp. xxxvi. (1856) 324 A pit was sunk in the ice 
around her , . so as to expose her stern. 1870 Hardy & 
Ware Mod. Hoyle, Whist 7 A card by accident being ex- 
posed during the deal. 3872 Raymond Statist. Mines 4* 
Mining zip An open cut 30 feet long exposes a vein of rather 
solid-looking quartz. 

Y. a. To offer publicly, * put up’ for (or to) sale. 
(The ordinary phrase in Scotland : in England 
now somewhat formal). 

a 16x0 Healey Theophrastus , Ostentation ( 1636) 82 Those 
which expose their wares to sale. 1653 H. Cogan tr. Pinto's 
Trav. x. 30 [They] exposed me to sale three several times, 
and yet could meet with nobody that would buy me. 1704 
Swift T. Tub Concl. 221T0 expose the talents I have acquired. 
1762-73 H. Walpole Vertue's A need. Paint. \1786) II. 103 
It was again exposed at Mr. Scawen’s sale. 1771 Phil. 
Trans. LXI. 324 note, A fishmonger, .in the winter, exposes 
for sale a bushel . . of carp and tench. 3848 Macaulay 
Hist. Eng. I. 409 The first barometers ever exposed to sale. 
3868 Perthshire Jrnl. 18 June, There will be exposed for 
Sale . . on Saturday. . about 2,000 Trees. 

tb. To put forth, publish (a discourse). Also 
(after Fr. exposer) to put (coin) in circulation. Obs. 

3644 Vindex Angl. in Harl. Misc. (Math.) V. 431 Did ever 
nation expose choicer .. discourses, than ours hath done? 
3686 tr. Chardin’s Trav. Pref., The last things which I 
shall expose to the Publick. 1751 Chambers Cycl. s. v. Ex- 
posing , It is prohibited to expose false and clipped money. 

8. To make known, disclose (secrets, one’s in- 
tentions or projects, etc.). Formerly in wider sense : 
To explain, set forth or describe in detail. 

3483 Caxton Catol vj b, His fyrste frend, . to whom he ex- 
posed his caas and nede. c 3489 — Blanchardyn lii. 309 The 
rouost . . exposed vnto the . . comynalte the charge that he 
ad of blanchardyn. 3543 R. Copland Galym’s Terap. 2 
G iv, In the boke . . we haue exposed all the differences of 
vlceres. 1586 A. Day Eng. Secretary 11. (1625) 126 Which 
as an action most singular, I have judged fit to be exposed 
in this place unto him. 1703 tr. Le Clerc’s Prim. Fathers 
(3702) 103 They exposed . . their Reasons. 3779 in A thenmum 
16 Aug. (1884) 213/3 He. .exposes his intention of returning 
during winter to Sandwich Island. X791 Boswell Johnson 
Ded., The whole truth is not always to be exposed. 3855 
Prescott Philip II, I. 11. viii. 237 Egmont .. exposed to 
the monarch the evils that beset the country. 1873 Hol- 
land A. Bonnie. xxiiL 346, I exposed my project, which . . 
met with his hearty approval. 

+ b. To set forth the meaning of; to explain, 
expound. Obs. 

3483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 436/3 Saynt Jherome exposeth hit 
thus. — Cato D v b, Or otherwyse hyt may be exposed 
that [etc.]. 

9. To unmask, show up (an error or misrepre- 
sentation, an impostor) ; to hold up to ridicule or 
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reprobation (faults, follies, or those who are guilty 
of them). 

1693 Dryden ^/?'. Ded. (1697)4 Like Horace, you only 
expose the Follies of Men, without arraigning their Vices. 
171X Addison Sped. No. -23* 7, I have m this Paper en- 
deavoured to expose that particular Breach of Charity. 1777 
Sheridan Sch. Scand. 11. ii, It has led me into so many 
cursed rogueries, that I doubt I shall be exposed at last. 
1826 Hallam in Edin. Rev. XLIV. 9 It would be idle to 
expose the spuriousness of what no one appeared to think 
authentic. 3876 Mozley Univ % Serin, ii. (1877) 33 He., 
saw. the imposture and exposed it. 1885 Munch. Exam. 6 
Nov. 5 2 It will serve to expose the hollowness of the hopes. 

tb. Hence in 1 7— 18th c. : To hold up to ridi- 
cule (what is not a fault). Obs. (Stigmatized by 
Johnson as ' an improper colloquial abuse ’.) 

3685 Stillingfl. Orig. Brit. i. 14 But lest I should seem 
to expose so ancient a Tradition . . I now proceed [etc.]. 
3705 Stanhope Paraphr . I. 73 The most Sacred Things, 
exposed by insolent Buffoonry. 3732 Addison Sped. No. 
291 j» 7 A little Wit is equally capable of exposing a Beauty, 
and of aggravating a Fault. 1772 Fletcher LogicaGenev . 
29 The round attires of the head exposed by Isaiah. 

il Expose (ekspoze). [Fr. ; pa. pple. of exposer : 
see Expose v.] 

1 . A statement put forth ; a recital of facts or 
particulars. 

1803 Pitt in G. Rose's Diaries (i860) II. i t The Consul’s 
expose speaks pretty plain. 1812 Examiner 28 Dec. 822/1 
This is the result of the Expose which has just been made. 
18x3 Ibid. 13 Mar. 168/2 The French Expose states, that 
France will have . . 150 sail of the line. 3846 Worcester 
cites Mackintosh ? 1765-1832. 

2 . A showing up of something discreditable. 

3831 Disraeli Yng. Duke v. xiii, She has been negotiating 

..for some time.. and the late expose will not favour her 
interests. 1845 W. H. Maxwell Hints to a Soldier I. 163 
This wretched expose of Blake’s incompetency. 

Exposed (ekspff‘ i *zd), ppl. a. [f. Expose v. + 
-edLJ In the senses of the vb. a. Displayed, dis- 
closed to view. Exposed card /see quot. 1870). 
b. Unsheltered or unprotected from the elements, 
or from hostile attack, c. esp . Of children : Cast 
out or abandoned to chance. 

a. 1630 Bratiiwait Eng. Genii. 28 When that Sex . . 
gives way to foments of exposed loosenesse. 3656 tr. 
Hobbes' Elem. Philos. (1839' 339 Quantity is determined two 
ways; one by the sense . . the other by memory, that is, by 
comparison with some exposed quantity. 3870 Hardy & 
Ware Mod. Hoyle, Whist 3 If a player plays a card from 
his hand .. without waiting to know if a card under the 
penalty of being called for is demanded, this card.. is an 
exposed card. 3890 Pall Mall G. 20 Oct. 7/1 D . . placed the 
detached card on the table . . and the * detached ’ card then 
became an ‘ exposed * card. 

to. 1664 Evelyn Kal. Hort. (1729'' 197 Cover with dry 
Straw, .your young exposed Ever-greens. 1837 Ht. Marti- 
neau Soc. Antcr. HI. 153 A passage.. too exposed to be en- 
durable in a hot sun. 3867 Smyth Sailor's Word-bk., Ex- 
posed anchorage, an open and dangerous place, by reason 
of the elements or the enemy. 3878 Huxley Physiogr. 40 
Vapour is drawn up. .from every exposed piece of water. 

C. 3662 Petty Taxes 4 The maintenance of . . found and 
exposed children. 1772 Ann. Reg. 223 The hospital for the 
maintenance of exposed and deserted young children. 
Exposedness (eksp<?«*zedues). [f. prec. + 
-ness.] The state or condition of being exposed. 

3620 Bp. Hall Hon. Mar. Clergy 1. § 23 The exposednesse 
of the city to sale, a 1665 J. Goodwin Filled w. the Spirit 
(18 67) 191 An exposedness unto trouble, c 3743 Brainerd 
in Edwards Life L (1853) 5 Showed me so plainly my ex- 
posedness to damnation. 1863 J. G. Murphy Comm. Gen . 
xi, 25 Shame implies, .an exposedness to the searching eye 
of a condemning judge. 

+ ExpO’Sement. Obs. rare— 1 , [f. Expose v. 
+ -ment. Cl. OFr. exposement .] The action of 
exposing. 

3632 Lithgow Trav. vm. 353 Measuring largely their owne 
infranchized fortune, with the voluntary exposement of many 
vnnecessary Viadants. 

Exposer (ekspff wz^i). [f. as prec, + -ERb] 
One who exposes (in senses of vb,). 

3633 in Cotgr. s.v. Exposeur. 3676 M arvell Mr. Smirke 
Wks. 1875 IV. 34, I shall henceforth take notice of him as 
the Church of England’s Exposer. 3772 Hist. Europe in 
Ann. Reg. 99V 2 The overthrower of Bolin gbroke, and the 
exposer and detector of his dangerous fallacies. 3870 Hardy 
& Ware Mod. Hoyle, Whist 3 If the exposer denies that he 
has shown the card. 3885 Law Times LXXX. 135/3 Their 
. . exposure for sale in England . . rendered the .. exposer 
liable to conviction. 

Exposing (eksp^»'2ii]), vbl. sb. [f. as prec. + 
-ing 1 .] The action of the vb. Expose (in its various 
senses) ; an instance ot this. 

<zx6x2 Donne BtaGat aros (1644) 124 These Omissions, and 
Desertions, and Exposings of our selves. 1627 tr. Bacon’s 
Life fr Death (1651 ■ 8 In wild Creatures, their Exposing to 
all weathers, often intercepted! them. 1721 Wodrow Corr. 
(1843) II; 593» I have nothing but. .the exposing of tyranny, 
persecution, and arbitrary power, in my view. 3726 Leoni 
tr. Albertis Archit. I. 76 a, The exposing of merchandizes 
to sale. 373a Berkeley A Iciphr. v. § 12 Their unnatural 
exposing of their own children. 

Exposition, (ekspozijan). Forms : 4-5 ex- 
posicioun, 4-6 exposition, -yon, (4 exposis- 
sion), 5 expositioun, -ycion, -yon, (6 exposy- 
tion), 6- exposition, [a. F. exposition , ad. L. 
exposition- em, n. of action f. exponere (pa. pple. 
exposit-tis) ; see Expone.] 

*fl. The action of putting, or the condition of 
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EXPOSTULATE, 


being put,«ut of a place; expulsion. Cf. Expose ! 

v. I. Ota. rare. 

*53? Palsgr. 218/1 Exposytion, exposition. 1532 More 
Confut. I indale Wks. 819/2 No time of taryenge betwene 
their [angels ] synne and their exposition. 

b. esp. 'I’he action of putting (a child) out in the 
open ; abandonment to chance ; = Exposure i b. 

1581 Mulcaster Portions xxxvi. (1887) 136 To disburden 
a common weale of vnnecessary number . . by exposition . . 
of en fames. 1654 R. Codrington tr. Justin's Hist. 8 
Hearing of the exposition of this royal! Infant. 1747 Orix. 
Bum. Appetites 1. P 5 in Parr Metaph. Tracts 18 ih C. 
(1837', The exposition of children without distinction, .either 
of family or sex. _ 1869 Lecky Europ. Mor. I. i. 47 The 
murder or exposition of the children of poor parents. 1875 
Poste Gains 1. Comm, ted, 2) 65. 

f 2 . Situation with respect to the quarter of the 
heavens ; ‘ aspect’. Ohs. =* Exposure 3. 

1688 Lett. Pres . State Italy 145 The water within them is 
in a full exposition to the Sun. 1693 Evelyn De la Quint. 
Com pi. Card. 1. 128 An Easterly Exposition. 2710 London 
& Wise Comfit. Card. (1719) 268 Those sorts which blow 
only in good Expositions. 1738 Jortin Erasm. I. 76 Eras- 
mus . . ascribes the plague . . partly to the . . bad exposition 
of the houses. 1775 Johnson Journ. W. Isl. Wks. X. 413 
By choosing an advantageous exposition, they can raise all 
the more hardy esculent plants. 1834 Beckford Italy II. 
307 The exposition ..is singularly happy; skreened by 
sloping bills. 

3 . The action of putting out to public view ; an 
instance of this ; a display, show, exposure. + Also 
{rarely) — Exposuke i c, d, 

1649 Jer. Taylor Gt. Exemfi. xvi. § 2 The Synagoguehad 
been thrown out to an inglorious Exposition and Contempt. 
3788 Trifier xviii. 245 The country ’squires dreaded the 
exposition of their rustic conversation to the ordeal of her 
criticism. I hid. xxiv. 318 The exposition of these absurd- 
ities, .should be forwarded by every man of sense. 1834 
Beckford Italy I. 4 There happened to be an exposition of 
the holy wafer. 1833 Browning Paracelsus 128 Grown 
Grey in the exposition of such antics. 1836 New Monthly 
Mag. XLVI. 3 The practice of exposition on the pillory. 
1844 Pugin Gloss. 182 The Exposition of any Relic without 
an authentication has been strictly prohibited. 1884 Catholic 
Diet. ,331 The Host after High Mass (the Mass of Exposi- 
tion) is placed on a throne above the altar . . Relics and 
images must be removed from the Altar of Exposition. 

b. After mod. French use; = Exhibition 6 . 

3868 Sala Notes <$• Sk. Paris Exhibition ii. 15 The Uni- 
versal Exposition of 1867 ; that, you know . . is the official 
designation. 1873 Browning Red Colt. Nt.-cafi 270 Paint ! 
The last Exposition warrants me Plenty of people must ply 
brush with toes. 1879 Howells L. Aroostook (.1883) II. 126 
Typical villages of the different civilisations at the interna- 
tional expositions. 1891 Soc. 0/ A rts , Title op Paper 1 1 Dec. 

9 The World’s Columbian Exposition at Chicago in 1893. 

4 . The action or process of setting forth, de- 
claring, or describing, either in speech or writing. 

1460 Earl Marche in Ellis Grig. Lett. 1. 5 I. 10 We have 
charged your servant., for to declare, .certayne things.. 
Wherefore we beseche your graciouse lordeschip . . to here 
him in exposicion of the same, and to his relacion toyeve ful 
feith and credence. 1783 H. Blais Led. Rhei. II. 78 In the 
conduct and exposition of his arguments, he (Cicero] may 
and ought to be imitated. 1871 Morley Voltaire (1886) 66 
Clear exposition was the only thing needed to convert him 
to the new theory. 

b. A statement in which any matter is set forth 
in detail. 

3388 Wycltf 2 Macc. ii. 13 These same thingis weren put 
in discripciouns and exposiciouns [V ulg. commentariis\ of 
Neemye. 1494 Fabyan Chron. vii. eexx. 241 For the which 
dede, after the exposycion of some auctours the sayd erle 
was punysshed. 1552 Huloet, Exposition, comment arium. 
184 as A. Combe Physiol. Digestion led. 4' 189 If we look to 
the exposition of the objects of eating already given, i860 
Tyndall Glac. n. xvi. 31 1 The author of the theory has at 
various times published expositions of his views. 1875 
Stubbs Const. Hist. L i. 10 Of the great expositions of feudal 
custom, most are from Northern France. 1884 Bower & 
Scott De Barfs Phaner, # Perns 504 A question . . that 
does not belong to the present anatomical exposition, 
e. Music (see quot. 1869 b 

1869 Ouseley Counterp. xxiii. 178 Every fugue must com- 
mence with what kv called ‘ the exposition J of the subject 
and answer. By this is simply meant the first entry of the 
subject, answer, and countersubject. 1880 — in Grove Diet. 
Mm. I. 568/2 After the exposition is completed by the suc- 
cessive and regular entry of every part. 

5 . The action of expounding or explaining; in- 
terpretation, explanation. Also an instance or mode 
of this : an explanation, interpretation. 

a 1340 Hampole Psalter Comm. 19 Hit nedeth exposicyon. 
1340 — Pr. Cause. 3856 An exposicion Of j>e haly godspelle 
in a lesson, c 1386 Chaucer Pars. T. >969 The exposicioun 
of this holy praier . . I bitake to these maystres of theology. 
c 1440 Gesta Rom. lxiii. 271 (Harl. MS.) The exposicion of 
tlieise vers is this. 1596 Shaks. Merck. V. iv. i. 237 You 
know the Law, your exposition Hath beene most sound. 
1672 Sir T. Browne Lett, Friend xix. (*88i)T 140 Some 
dreams I confess may adroit of easie and feminine exposi- 
tion. 1699 Bentley Phal. 302 The other Exposition, that 
makes Mocrvos the name of an Harper. 1729 ^ Franklin 
Ess. Wks. 1840 II. 39 The unaccountable expositions that 
are put upon some of my works. 1741-3 Wesley Jrnl. 
{1749) 69 Attending the expositions of the persons commonly 
called Methodists. 1795 Wythe Decis. Virginia 8 This 
exposition of the testament fulfilleth the intention of him who 
made it. 1868 E. Edwards Raleigh I. xxvii, 690 It was. , 
suggested . .that Bacon's exposition of the law was unsound. 
1877 Sparrow Serm. ix. 122 The exposition of the Bible. 

Comb. 1826 Benti-iam in Westm. Rev. VI. 500 Exposition- 
requiring terms. ' . / 

b. An expository article or treatise ; a com- 
mentary. 


1460 Capgrave Chron. Bed. x Spetialy to gader eld expo- 
siciones upon Scripture into o colleccion. 2532 More Confut. 
T indale Wks. 553/1 In his exposicion vpon the first pistle of 
saint John. 1664 H. More MysL Iniq, 107 The reading 
of such expositions of Scriptures as are writ by. .sincere fol- 
lowers of Christ. 2685 A. Lovell tr. Simon's Relig. «V Cast. 
East. Nations 149 They have. . Expositions on those Books. 
*773 . Mrs. Chapone Improv. Mind (1774) 1. 66 The Pro- 
phecies. .you had better, .read, .with a good exposition. 

C. Logic. 1 In various senses : see quots.) 

2588 F raunce Lawlers Log. 1. ii. 4 b, There be two parts 
°f Logike, Exposition of the nature of argumentes, and Dis- 
position of the same. Ibid. 1. ii. 6 Exposition, the first part 
of Logike, declareth the particular affection and nature of 
every severall argument. 2656 tr. Hobbes' Elem. Philos . 
(1839' 139 Quantity is determined^ two ways; one by the 
sense, when some sensible object is set before it . . which 
way of determining is called exposition, 2837-8 Sir W. 
Hamilton Logic xxiv. <1866 II. 12 It [a declaration] is called 
an Exposition, when the evolution of a notion is continued 
through several explications. 2860 Veitch & M ansel 
H amilton's Logic I . 263 note. The term Exposition {e/eftearts) 
is employed by Aristotle and most subsequent logicians to 
denote the selection of an individual instance whose qualities 
may be perceived by sense, in order to prove a general 
relation apprehended by the intellect. 

Hence £xposi*tional a., of the nature of an ex- 
position ; explanatory. Sxposi’ticmary a., in- 
clined to exposition or setting forth in detail. 

2845 Mozley Blanco White , Ess. 1884 ] I. 138 All those 
creeds, .the simply ex positional and interpretative form of 
the original revealed truth . —all this is thrown aside. 1867 
J. Garfield in Century Mag- Jan. 1884, 413/2 Spurgeon 
. . accompanied his reading with sensible . . expositional 
comments. 1882 J. Hawthorne Fort, Fool 1. xviii, He 
was of an argumentative and expositionary turn of mind. 

t Expositrticms, a. Ohs. rare - \ [f. L. ex- 
pos i tic ius (f. exposit - : see next and -itious).] Of 
a child : That has been ‘ exposed \ 

1622 Donne Serm. cliv, VI. 150 An exposititious Child 
laid out in the streets . . of unknown parents. 

Expositive (eksp^rzitiv), a, and sh. [ad. L. 
exposit Iv-us, f. exposit - ppl. stem of exponere : see 
Expone and -ive.J 

A. adj. a. Tending to set forth or describe in 
detail; descriptive- b. Serving to explain; ex- 
planatory, expository. Const, of. 

1535 Joye Apol. Tindale 38 Usyng thys particle Et in 
englyssh as myche to saye And expositiue. 2571 Golding 
Calvin on Ps. xxiv. 4 A man may gather it by the pereell 
expositiue whiche is added straight after. 2655-60 Stanley 
Hist. Philos. (1701) 378/2 Expositive terms. 1659 Pearson 
Creed (1683) 230 The opinion ... is to be rejected, as not 
expositive of the Creed’s confession. 2846 Worcester, 
Expositive , explanatory. 1884 Christian World 24 Apr. 
304/2 The book ..may be briefly described as .. hortatory 
and expositive. 

+ B. sh. An explanation, * argument’. Ohs. 

1687 Burnet Contn. Reply to Varillas 43 He cites on the 
Margin the expositive or Preamble of it. 

Hence + Expositively adv. t in an expositive 
manner or sense ; by way of exposition or gloss. 

2572 Golding Calvin on Ps. xxxiv. 9 The particle [Chi] is 
taken expositiuely. 2632 J. Burges Answ. Rejoined 82 
Unless wee may take, .and, the copulatiue, expositiuely, as 
if it signified that is to say. 1656 Jeanes Fuin. Christ 170 
Interpreters thinke this clause to be added appos'd ivet, or 
expositively, to explain© what is meant by Philosophy. 

Expositor \ekspf7-zit9i). Forms : 4 exposi- 
tor, -poeitour, 4-6 -posy tour, 4-7 -itour, 7 ex- 
positor, 6- expositor, [a, AF. *expositour ~ 
OF. expositor, Fr. expositeur, ad. L. expositor-em , 
agent-n. from exponere : see Expone, Expose.] 

X. One who sets forth in detail, expounds, or lays 
open ; a declarer, narrator. Const, of 
1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. xvm. Ixxxviii. (2495) 89 Ex- 
positors say that some lyce gendre of sangweyn humour 
and ben red and grete. c 1430 Lydg. Thebes j. 122 Some 
expositours Groundyng hem, vpon old aucthours, Sain that 
Cadmus [etc.]. 2533 Elyot Cast. Helthe in. (1541) 52 b, 
The tongue, whiche is raysons exposytour. 2588 Shaks. 
L. L, L. ii. i, 72 A rairth-mouing iest Which his faire tongue 
(conceits expositor) Deliuersjn . . apt . . words. 1807 G. 
Chalmers Caledonia I. in. viii. 440 The clergy acquiesced 
in the dictates of a learned queen, as delivered by the royal 
expositor. 1876 Bancroft Hist. U. S. VI. xxix. 73 Reid . . and 
Rousseau were . .expositors of the active powers of man. 

2 . One who sets forth the meaning (of a passage, 
word, etc.) ; one who explains ; an interpreter 
(of dreams, etc.) ; an expounder. Const of. 

#1340 Hampole Psalter cxlvi. 8 Thorgh expositors ha 
redyis rayne of soft lare. c 1380 Wyclif Wks. (1880) 245 
Good expositours on be Gospellis. c 1440 Gesta Rom. xxvii. 
348 (Add. MS.) Trew expositours, that is, discrete con- 
fessours or prelates. 2584 R. Scot Discern. Witcher, x. i. 
143 To . . hearken to the expositors of dreames. 1634 Sir 
T. Herbert Trav. (1677) 330 The Hodgei, Emeri, and 
Mulai, the first are Expositors, the other Mendicants. 
1658 T, Wall Comm . Times 29 The word, .signifies both a 
company and a Beast, say Expositors upon the text. 2^78 
R. Lowth Isaiah Notes (ed. 12) 362 Difficulties in which 
expositors are frequently engaged. 2833 S, Hoole Dis- 
courses ix. 109 By some learned expositors the Grecian, phi- 
losophy has been blended with Christian Theology. 2850 
Gladstone Glean, V. xci. 227 If such be the view of the 
expositors of the law. 

fig. a 2726 South Serm. (J.\ The sinner’s conscience is 
the best expositor of the Mind of God, under any judge- 
ment or affliction. 1853 Lewes Hist. Philos. 280 Reason 
is the expositor of Faith. 

b. transf That which explains or interprets* 
(Sometimes used as title of a hook.) 


2530 Palsgs., Ep. 5, 1 have . .added . , a thirde boke, whiche 
is a . . comment and exposytour unto my secon.de. 2604 
Hieron Wks. I. 526 The scripture speaketh by the voyce of 
man, and so it is fitted and applied to be the expositor of 
it selfe by the industry of man. 26x6 Bullokar {title), An 
English Expositor Or Compleat Dictionary : Teaching The 
Interpretation of the hardest words, a 1754 Fielding 
Charac. Man Wks. 2784 IX. 414 Actions are their own best 
expositors. 2760-2 Doddridge (title\ The Family Ex- 
positor. 2818 Cruise Digest (ed. 2) VI. 497 The intention 
of the devisor expressed in his will was the best expositor. „ 
and disposer of his words. 

Expository (ekspp-zitari), a. and sh. [ad. 
med. JL. expositori-us (Boethius), f. expositor : see 
prec. Cf. OF. expositoirei\ 

A. adj. 

1 . Of, pertaining to, or of the nature of, exposi- 
tion ; serving to set forth the meaning (of some- 
thing) ; containing an exposition ; explanatory. 
Expository syllogism , etc. : (see quots. 1628, i860). 

2628 T. Spencer Logick 262 First they call this forme an 
Expository Syllogisme. .because the third argument is as it 
■were an exposition. 2652 Baxter Inf Bapt. 252 Name me 
one place . . that more evidently speaks in an Expository 
way of any Text. 2756 Johnson Prefi Abridged Diet., 
This book may serve as a glossary or expository index to 
the poetical writers. 2850 Grote Greece n. Ixxiii. < 1862) VI. 
402 To be able to elude inconvenient texts . . by expository 
ingenuity. 2860 Veitch & Hansel Hamilton’s Logic I. 
263 note , The instance selected is called the expositum (to 
*kt etth ) ; and hence singular propositions are called ex- 
pository. 1867 Mill Jnaug. Addr. 38, 1 could wish that it 
[instruction] were more expository, less polemical, and above 
all less dogmatic. 1884 Ld. Selborne in Law Rep . 25 
Chanc. Div. 493 Are the words * or in contemplation ’ simply 
expository of the word ‘upon *? 

Comb. J* expository- wise, after the maimer 
of an exposition ; « Expositobily adv. 

1600 Abp. Abbot Exp. Jonah 422 Whereas exegetically 
or expositorie-wise it is now more largely amplified. 

B. sh. - Expositor 2 b. 

2752 in Chambers Cycl. 

Hence Expomtorily adv., in an expository 
manner ; by way of exposition, explanatorily. 

a 2632 Donne Ess. (1652) 66 Of these words . . I will ex- 
positorily say nothing. 

ExpositoriaX (eksp^zito^rial) a. [f. prec. + 
-(i)alJ Of or pertaining to, or characteristic of an 
expositor. 

1833 G. S. Faber Recapitulated Apostasy 38 The com- 
mon expositorial practice of pitching upon this title or upon 
that title. Ibid. 40 The wantonness of expositorial licence. 

Ejspositress (ekspp-zitres). rare. [f. Expo- 
sii\o)r+ -ess.] A female expositor. 

1840 Gladstone Ch. Princ. 12 A faithful expositress of 
the truths of Catholic Christianity. 2869 Pall Mall G. 29 
June 5 Her right to be his expositress was never more con- 
clusively proved than on this occasion. 

t EspO'siture. Ohs. rare. [f. L. type *ex- 
posit ft ra, f. exposit - : see above and -bee.] The 
state of being exposed ; = Exposure 3. 

1798 W. Mavor Brit. Tourists V. 41 According to the 
expositure, and the prevalence of the winds. 

+ E’xpost. Ohs. rare K [f. Impost by sub- 
stitution of Ex- pref. ior Im-.] A tax or duty on 
goods exported. 

1643 Prynne Sov. Power Pari. App. 166 Under which, 
names Portages, Imposts, Exposts . . and such like are 
comprehended. 

|| Ex post facto (eks p<?«st fse-khri. [med. L. 
phrase, lit ‘from what is done afterwards’ (ex 
from, out of, postfacto, abl. of postfactum, neut pa. 
pple. of *postfacere, f. post after + faclire to do). 
The separation of post] ado in current spelling is 
erroneous.] From an after act or deed ; == 4 after 
the fact ’. 

2649 Bp. Hall Cases Come. 1. x. 89 To buy those goods 
w ,h you know . . to be stoln . for what doe you else herein, 
but ex-post-facto partake with that theefe, who stole them? 

b. quasi-uwjf. Done after another thing, and 
operating retrospectively, esp. in Ex post facto 
law . 

2789 Bentham Princ. Legist, xv. §3 Cases in which 
punishment must be inefficacious. . Such are the cases of an 
ex-post facto law. 2822 R. Cumberland in T. Mitchell 
Aristopk. II. 148 May not I Take up the cause of youth.. 
Remitting and consigning to oblivion All ex post facto beat- 
ing? 2823 Lingard Hist. Eng. VI. 486 By an ex post facto 
law, those who had taken the first oath against the papal 
authority, were reputed to have taken . . a second and muoh 
more comprehensive oath, which was afterwards enacted. 
2845 M Culloch Taxation il vi. § 2 They might have ob- 
jected to the tax had it been ex post facto . 

Expostulate (ekspp-stk/l^t), V. [f. L. expos- 
tulat- ppl. stem of expostulare , f. ex- (see Ex- 
prefL ) + postuldre , to demand : see Postulate, 

The L. senses were 2. to demand ; 2. to demand the reason 
for (a person’s conduct;; 3. to complain of injury; to re- 
monstrate.] 

+ L trans . To ask for, demand, claim. Ohs. 

c 2534 tr. Pol. Verg. Eng. Hist. (Camden) 1. 108 Thei weare 
constrained to expostulat succors of the Romains. 2548 Hall 
Citron. (1809} 484 He hasted . . with as much hast as the 
gravitie of the cause did require and expostulate. 2604 
T, Wright Passions 122 To expostulat a certeine fauour. 
1645 Milton Tctrach. Introd., If men want manlinesse to 
expostulate the right of their due ransom. 2670 Sir T. Cul- 
pepper Necess. Abating Usury To Rdr. 3 To such as yet 
further expostulate my meaning, I answer. 


EXPOSTULATION. 


EXPOUND. 


fb. 'With indirect question as obj. To demand 
how or why. Ohs. 

€ 1645 Howell Lett. {.1650'' I. 4-1 They expostulate how' a 
man that was born' blind, . should presently know the shapes 
Of trees, 1650 Col. A nor ewe in F, Buckley R’elat. Trial 
{1660)71 Some may be so forward as to expostulate, why 
this great judgment is.; fallen upon me. 16S8 -9 Lady 
Russell Lett. II, Ixxxiv. if, X cannot.. stay to expostulate 
why I would do so. 

1 2. To, complain of (grievances) ,* to plead or 
remonstrate with a person aboxit (conduct). Ohs. . 

1586 A. Day Eng. Secretary u. (1625) 18 They sometime 
mildely . . expostulate the injury. 160a Marston Ant. <$• 
Mel iv. Wks. 1856 I. 48 Doe not expostulate the heavens 
will. 1603 Knolles Hist. Turks (1621! 314 Some .seemed 
to expostulate their grife with God. 1678 Wanley ’ Wond. 
Lit. World y.i. § 82. 466/2 The Emperour did expostulate 
the unseemliness of the deed with him. a 1716 South Serin. 
(1744* X. 192 Being smote upon the face, they expostulated 
the injury of the blow. 

fb. To argue or debate (a matter) as an ag- 
grieved person. Also in wider sense, to debate, 
argue out, discourse upon. Oh. 

1573 Gb Harvey Letter-bk. (Camden) 31 M. Osh urn,, must 
needs . . expostulate the matter with your warship. 1586 A. 
Day Eng. Secretary n. (,1625) 76 Having at large expostu- 
lated my true meaning. 1624 Capt. Smith Virginia 75 
Powhatan began to expostulate the difference of Peace and 
warre after this manner.. (Followed by a speech.) 2663 
R. B. Comm, on 2 Tales 48 While he thus expostulated the 
Case .. she , . clapt the window to. 1765 Colman {Terence 326 
Let us expostulate the matter with her. 1789, Wesley Wks. 
(1872] XIII, 123 Do not fail mildly to expostulate the case, 
t c. To sav or utter in expostulation. Ohs. 

1377 Fenton Gold, Epist. 245 We neede not feare the 
quareller, if we expostulate no words with him. 1741 
Richardson Pamela I. 73 Let me but expostulate a Word 
or two with you, Pamela. 

f 3. intr. a. To complain, set fortli one s griev- 
ances. b. To discourse, discuss, dilate. Ohs. 

1561 T. Norton Calvin * s Inst. ni. 213 The complaintes . . 
wherein the lord oftentimes doth expostulate of the vnkinde- 
nesse of the people. -1593 Shaks. 3 Hen. VI t n. v. 135 Nay, 
stay not to expostulate, make speed. , 1603 Try all Ckev. iv. 
i. in Bulten O. 332 But for my haste, 1 would 

expostulate of other things. <11644 Heywood fortune by 
Land a. Wks. 1874) VI. 389, I carmot now stand to expos- 
tulate, 2773 84 C00E Vop. (1790) V. 16 9 They often ex- 
postulate, in a kind of stanza, or recitative. 1773 J, Ross 
Fratricide (MS.) vi. 467 Thou who .. hast .. Expostulated 
hours on Virtue's charms ! 

4. To make friendly, remonstrances or repre- 
sentations for the purpose of reprehension or dis- 
suasion ; to reason or remonstrate in a friendly 
manner with (a- person), about, for, on , ox upon (a 
thing). 

1374 Whitgift Def. A nsw. 704, I haue great cause to ex- 
postulate with you for this your vnchristian . . and most 
vniust handling of me. 1611 Beaum. & Fl l King $ No King 
1. i, I have., Expostulated with my wandring thoughts. 
<11674 Clarendon Hist. Feb. (1704) III. xiv. 411 The Keeper 
expostulated with him in vain upon the dishonour. 1699 
Bentley Pkal. 253 He'll give me leave to expostulate., 
about his Conduct. 172 6 Cavallier Mem. iv. 290, I ex- 
postulated for the Non-performance of the late Conditions. 
1794 Mrs. Radclifte Myst. Udolphd xvi, The Count fol- 
lowed to, expostulate and eptreat. 1833 J. H, Newman 
Lett. (1891) II. 8 An article from the Editor, .expostulating 
with the imprudence of his * friends at Oxford). 1865 Living- 
stone Zambesi vii; T6t He expostulated with him on the 
impropriety of shell conduct to strangers. 

Hence Expostulating vbl. sh., the action of the 
vb. Expostulate. 1 Expo-stixlatiiig ppl. a., that 
expostulates. . Expo*stulatingly adv. ' 

1586 A, Day Eng. Secretary \i. (1625) 18 This kinde of ex- 
postulating falleth most with persons of equality. 1614 Earl 
Stirling Doomsday x. lxxvii, The reprobate . ; Expostulating 
blasphemy , doe u,se. , 18^3 Pall Mall P, ip Feb, 6 (4 Men, 
women, and children rushed past the excited and expostulat- 
ing officers. 1883 H drpers Mag. Oct. 697/ 1 She . . laid her 
hand on one of his expost ulatingiy. 

: Expostulation ' (eksppstizri£i -Jon) . [ad. L. 
expostuldtion-e;m, n, of action f. exposluldre : see 
Expostulate] 

1. The action of expostulating or remonstrating 
in a friendly manner * earnest arid-, kindly protest. 
An instance of the same. 

' ;i i$86 A. DaV Eng. Secretary 1. f 1.624): ,144 Request, . com- 
plaint, expostulation. 1646 Sir T. Browne : Pseud. Ep. 1. 

; ii. 4 Adam . . upon the' expostulation of .God . . replyed, I 
heard 'thy. voice; etc. *726: Ayliffe Parerg, 25 Private Ac- 
cusation of one Friend touching another, is nothing else but 
a friendly Expostulation with him. 1838 Lytton Calderon 
vii, All my expostulations have been in vain. 1832. Mrs. 
Tameson Leg'. Madonna (1857) 2 74 Mary stands before her 
Son in an attitudeof expostulation. 

2. An expostulatory exclamation or address ; an 
uttered remonstrance., protest, or reproof. 

1597 Hooker Reel Pol v. Ixv. n6xi) 341 Those gracious 
expostulations; Simon seest thou this woman ? 1628 W ither 
Brit. Rememb. it 935 Some who need this tart expostulation. 
1748 J. Mason Elocut. 26 That pathetick Expostulation. - of 
Ezekiel. Why will ye die.! 1797 Mrs. Radcliffe Italian 
vi, Vivaldi delivered tins expostulation with rapidity. 1840 
Macaulay dive 80 That lofty expostulation . . glows with 
the very spirit, of the, Hebrew poets. 

Expostulative leksp^-stizHativ), a. [f. Ex- 
postulate 4- -TVE.J' Aiming at or tending to ex- 
postulation. 

1837 Carlyle Fr. Rev. y vir. vi, Maillard. . repressive with 
the one hand, expostulative with the other, does his best. 
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Hence 32^p© 'stixlaiiveXy ' adv., in an expostula- 
tive manner. 

28S8 Longm. Mag. Apr, 635 * What's the harm ? ' responded 
the young gentleman expostulatively. 

Expostlllator vekspp*siiz/i<f't 3 j). [f. .as prec. 
.+ -oit.J One who expostulates ; f one who rebukes 
or complains of. 

1727 in Bailey vol. IT. 1793 G. Wakefield Reply to 
Pari II 0/ ‘ Age of Reason* 37 An open and warm expostu- 
latcr of arrogance. <21834 La jib Let. 10 Coleridge iL.), 
Be is no opponent ; only an expostulator. 

Expostulatory (eksp^sthHato.-rD, a. [f. as 
prec. t -ORY.J Characterized by, or of the nature 
of, expostulation. 

1386 A. Day Eng. Secretary 11. (1625’' 26 An example of an 
Epistle expostulatorie touching unkindnesse received. 1660 
S Fisher 1 title). The Rustick's Alarm to the Rabbies..In 
four Apologeticall and Expostulatory Exerc nations. 1758 
Bp. Warburton Lett. (1809) 275 Mr. Jane, .wrote me an ex- 
postulatory letter. 1849 Stovel in C mine's Neccss . Introd. 
63 Expostulatory defences in the ecclesiastical, courts. 

T 2 . Comb. 

1600 A bp. Abbot Exp . Jonah 526 He prayed indeed, but 
it was tumultuously, and expostulatory-wise. 

t Expo*sture« Ohs. rare— 1 , [f. Expose or 
L, exposit - (see Exposition), on the analogy of 
posture , composture, etc.] — Exposure. 

1607 Shaks. Cor. iv. i. 36 A wilde exposture, to each chance 
That start's i’ th' way' before thee. 

Exposure - eksp<?au$iui). [Appeared with 
composure y dispostire , c 1600 ; app. of English form- 
ation, from Expose, by form-assoc. with enclose , 
euclosure.ov other words in which the formation 
was etymological, repr. L. -sura : see -ure.] 

1. The action of- exposing ; the fact or state of 
being exposed. 

a. The action of uncovering or leaving without 
shelter or defence ; unsheltered or undefended con- 
dition. Also, the action of subjecting, the state or 
fact of being subjected, to any external influence. 

2606 Shaks. Tr. <15* Cr. 1. Hi. 195 To weaken and discredit 
our exposure, How ranke soeuer rounded in with danger. 
1793 Smeatqn* Edystone L. § 324 The ball . . notwithstanding 
its exposure .. appears as bright as it did the first day it was 
screwed on. 1796 Burke Let. Noble Ld. Wks. VIII. 44 
Whatever in his pedigree has been dulcified by an exposure 
to the influence of heaven. 1802 Paley’ Nat. Theol. xvi. 
(ed. 21 304 So unusual an exposure of the globe of the eye. 
1807 Med. Jml XVII. 233 The eruption .. appeared in con- 
sequence of her exposure to the variolous infection. 2844 
T. J. Graham Mod. Dom. Med. 579 Free exposure to cold 
is highly serviceable in small pox. 2836 Kane A ret. Expl 
II. xv. 165 Days and nights of adventurous exposure and 
recurring disaster. 2878 Huxley Physiogr. 66 After ex- 
posure, the acid is found to be weaker. 1879 Casse/Ts 
Teckn. Ednc. III. x The exposure of the plate to light is 
continued for the requisite time. 

b. The action of abandoning (an infant). 

2863 Draper Int ell. Det*el. Europe v. /1865V 1 1 7 He recom- 
mends the exposure of deformed arid sickly infants. 

e. presentation or disclosure to view ; public ex- 
hibition, esp. of goods for sale. 

1605^ Shaks. Macb. 11. ni. 233 When we haue our naked 
Frailties hid, That suffer in exposure. 2853 Chamb. Jml. 
Oct., The exposure of ordinary goods in a store is not more 
open to the public than are the sales of slaves in Richmond. 
1874 Green Short Hist. yiii. 514 Prynne and his fellow 
pamphleteers. .listened with defiance to their sentence of 
exposure in the pillory. 1885 Law Rep. 14 Q. Bench Div. 
251 Those Acts expressly prohibit the exposure for sale of 
goods ih those streets. 

d. The action of bringing to light (something 
discreditable); the unmasking or ‘showing up’ 
of an error, fraud, or evil, of an impostor or secret 
offender. 

1826 Disraeli Viv: Grey n. v, By this unfortunate ex- 
posure -. . Lorraine was obliged to give in a match. . with . . 
Miss Mexico. 2871 Mori.ey Voltaire (1886) 127 The ex- 
posure of Mahomet would have been counted a glorification 
of the rival creed. 1873 Burton Hist. Scot. V L Ixxii. 298 
The exposure of the forgery makes a dramatic scene. 

2. concr. t a. An exposed or unprotected point 
iphsi). b, A surface laid open to view, or to the 
operation of any agency, 

C1612 Chapman Iliad vn. 62 If he with home-thrust iron 
can reach the exposure of my life. 2878 Huxley Physiogr. 
73 The sea. .offers a vast exposure of salt .water to the heat 
of the sun. Ibid. xvii. 289 Below these come the Than et 
beds of which good exposures may be seen at Herne Bay. 
2888 Dawson Geol. Hist. Plants 65 Specimens obtained 
from the rich exposures at Gaspd Bay. 

3. The manner or degree in which anything is 

exposed ; esp. situation with respect to sun and 
wind ; ‘aspect * with regard to the quarter of the 
heavens. ■ 

2664 Evelyn Kal Hort. (vj2g'\ 202 Transplant Sampler 
to some very warm Exposure, as under a South-Wall. Ibid. 
229 [T he Green-house] being plac'd at the most advantageous 
Exposure to the Sun. 1710 1 London & W ise CoiHpl. Card. 
(1719) 27$ T he Fruits of the Northern Exposure ripen last 
of all. 2793 Smkaton' Edystone L. % 55 This Lighthouse 
proves the practicability of a similar erection in any like 
exposure in the knovvn world. 1827 Steuart Planters G. 
(1828) 314 (The shoots might measure more than' two and a 
half feet, in' sijnilstr exposures. 2873 Tristram Moab xiii. 
237 Scarped rocks . . far down the southern exposure. ' 

Expound '( ekspau'nd ) y v. Fo-rms q. 4-5 ex- 
poun-en, -pown-«hi,. 4-6 exponn(e, -pown(© (5 
exponne) ; 0 . 3-6 expound©, expownd(e (5 ex- 


sponnd), 4- expound. Pa. t.. and pa. pple, 5 -6 
expouned, -povme(d, -powndvc, -pound(e. 
[ME. ex fotme-n, expounded ad. OF. espondre , 
espundre , ex- { 3 pi. esponent, derivs. espon- } espo?id-) 
s=* Fr., Sp. esponer , rg. espor, It. esporre j—L. ex- 
poncre, to put out, set forth, explain : see Expose. 
The d of the Fr. inf. - pondre was mechanically 
developed in, the transition from the n to the r of 
-ponre the regular contraction of L. -ponlre ; a 
pa. pple. - pondu and various derivatives were 
formed on the inf. stem. 

. In ME. the prevailing form was exponne, adopted accord** 
ing to the usual practice from the finite parts of the Fr. vb, ; 
but the form expound e, from the inf., appeared equally 
early in northern writers ( Hampole and the Cursor M midi). 
In the course of the 16th c. exponne became obsolete, the 
general adoption oi expound being favoured by the phonetic 
tendency exhibited in sound for the earlier soun, and also 
by the frequent occurrence of expound as pa. pple. In ac- 
cordance with the analogy of expound = L. exponere , the 
earlier compoune, com pone were in 16th c. replaced by com- 
pound, and propone by propound ; in the former case the 
substitution may have been partly due to other causes : see 
Compound?'.] ‘ 

1. t rafts. To set forth, declare, state in detail 
(doctrines, ideas, principles; formerly, with wider 
application). 

: C1325 E. E. AUii. P. A. 37 To h at spot pat I in 
speche expoun I entred in pat erber grene. Ibid. B. 1058 
Clopyngnel expounez . . a speche, to hym hat s; ede wolde 
Of a lady to be loued. 238a Wyclif Isa. xliv. 7 The 
ordre expoune to me. 2519 Interl Four Elements in 
Hazl. Dodsley I. 37 He hath expound cunningly Divers 
points of cosmography. 1526 Tindale Acts xxviii. 23 
There cam many vn to hym..to whom he expouned and 
testifyed the kyngdorn off God. 2736 Shenstone School 
mistress x, She . . quaintly cou’d expound The Chicken- 
feeding Fpw'r of ev’ry Crumb she found. 2748 Hartley 
Obsertu Man 1. iii. 344 Ideas, or the Motions by which 
they are expounded. 1812 Woodhouse Astron. xvi. 171 
Formulae expounding its quantity and law. 2845 S. Austin 
Ranke's Hist. Re/. I. 455 The doctrines expounded by St. 
Augustine. 2873” Jovvett Plato .ed. 2 I. 162, I have ..an 
excellent interpretation, .w'hich I will expound to you. 
absol. 2502 Arnolde Chron. 1811) 70 We will and ordeigne 
that all curattz . . iiij tymes in the yere in the masse tyme 
publish and expowne. 16. .Dryden Poems { 1822: 1 . 24 2 The 
carrier’s not commission'd to expound. 

b. To set foith, represent (a mathematical func- 
tion or quantity) by figures, symbols, etc. 

2708 E. Halley in Mi sc. Cur. II. 102 The roots may be 
expounded by Perpendiculars let fall, upon the Axis or 
given Diameter of the given Parabola, from the Intersections 
of that Curve with a Circle. 2812 Wooohouse Astron. 
xxvi. 268 These perturbations, when numerically expounded, 
are so insignificant, etc, 

2. To explain, interpret. 

a. gen. To explain (what is difficult or obscure) ; 
to state the signification of ; to comment on (a 
passage or an author). 

c 1325 E. E. Allit. P. B. 1727 Now expowne ]?e pis speche 
spedly I J?enk. 1436 Pol. Poems 118591 II. 182 Expoune rue 
this, and ye shall sothe it fynde. 2483 Path. Angling To 
Expo,.w)nde, commentari, 2511 2 Act 3 Hen. VIII, c, 
23 § 12 The same Ambiguyte, . [shall] be declared, expown- 
ned . . by the Chauhceller. 1628 T. Spencer Logick 113 This 
definition hath nothing in it to be expounded. 2826 Scot r 
IVoodsti vui, One who was expounding some religious 
Mystery to them. 1869 J. Martineau Ess. 11 . 100 Our 
author proceeds to expound his own analysis, 

b. esp. To interpret, comment upon (Scripture) 
religious formularies, eve.). Now chiefly with refer- 
ence to homiletic exposition. Also absol. 

a 1300 Cursor M. 17288 + 383 fCott.) And l?us he . . ex- 
pounded pe prophesyes. 1340 _ Hampole Fr. Consc. 4272 
His ministres sal swa lette yhit pat na man sal expound 
haly writ, c 1449 Pecock Repr. 1. ix. 47 To expowne or 
interprete or glose dewli and treuly Hoh Scripture. 1526 
Pilgr. Perf. (W. de W. 1531)3 Saj-nt Gregory expoundynge 
the same place of Scripture say th 1545 Udall, etc. Erasm. 
Paraph . (1548) Luke viii. 90 b, Many other parables . . all 
which . . he expounded severally unto his disciples. 2656 
Bramhall Replic. i. 5 The primitive Fathers expounded it 
[the Creed] where it did stand in need of clearer explication. 
2725 De Foe Fain. Instruct. 1. i. (1841) 1 . 17 The Spirit of 
God expounds the word of God to us. 1867 Lady Herbert 
Cradle A. viii.. 220 Our . . Lord, having read . . the words 
regarding Himself, .expounded them to the people. 

absol. d 1340 Hampole Psalter Prol., In expounynge i 
fologh haly doctours. 2733 Neal Hist. Purit. II. 272 He 
was suspended . . for expounding upon the Catechism. 2778 
Fletcher Lett. Wks. 1795 VII, 222, I have ventured . , to 
expound once in the church. 2834 Macaui.ay Banyan Misc. 
Writ. 2860 i I. 230 Those martial saints who fought and ex- 
pounded in Fairfax’s army. 

t g. To interpret the motives or reasons of a 
person. Ohs. ' ■ ■ ■ 

x6o$ ViXCXiw'.AdwiLearn. 7. Iii. § 5 Cicero doth excuse and 
expound the Philosophers for going too far. a 1680 Butler. 
Rem. (1759) II. 25 He, that says what he thinks, lays him- 
self open to be expounded by the most ignorant. 

t d. To give the meaning of (a word or name) ; 
also, to give a version of in another language ; to 
translate. Ohs. 

' ■ *377 Langl. P. PI B. xiv. .277 '.In' englisch . . it is wel 
harde wel to expounen. c 1386 Chaucer Sec. Nuu’s T. 86 
First wol I yow the name of seint Cecilie Expoune. .It is to 
SRv on Englisch, hpvenes lille. C 2400 Lanf rands drurg.j 
(MS. A) We moun knowre surgerie bi expownynge of his 
name: for siurge comeb of siros. .& in englisch sirqs is # an 
hand. diqgaSt: C'utkbert <Su ritees 669 1 [>e kyng his pfeching 
walde expound, And telle it in englyssh tonge. 2349 Latimer 


EXPRESS. 


EXPOTOffDABLE. 

Smn. Ploughed (Arb.) 33 . For them ,M !* vnlearned I 
wy.ll expounde .t, i6 SS H. Cocan tr . Pinto's T™™?xi\ 
79 As soon as the Interpreter had read the Letter and 
expounded the contents thereof. e J -' eller > and 

_ e. "1 o interpret, explain the significance of (a 
dream* vis.on symbol, etc.); to interpret, solve a 
riddle) ; rarely, to explain, account for ta phene 
men on-, arch . r 

I 375 Cantic. de Creations m in Anglia. I, be anue! anon 
gan it expoun and tolde him what if[a tree* was *VSSS 
Chaucer Monks T *66 Daniel .. the LnS oflke ky^ 
expowned. c 1400 Rom. Rose 7 x 7 6, 1 wole bigynne, To ext 

P T h rt Wit ^ ynne - ^450 St.CutBert&unls) 
728 Hit* mayster on J> IS wyse had Expounde his visyoun 
2 535 Cover dare Judges xiv. i 4 They coulde not expounde 
theryddle. 1596 Shaks. Tam. Shr. iv. iv. 79 My Master.? 
has left, mee here behinde to expound the meaning or morrall 
of his signes and tokens. 1680 Butler Rem. <*759, I. a « 
1 he Stagynte, unable to expound The Euripus, leapt into 
and was drown d. *814 Wordsw. White Doe 1. 223 Studiou! 
to expound I he spectacle. . . ■ 

' ’ f. To infer from indications. rare- 1 . 

1831-56 De Quincey CeufessJiftfa ■ 269 The clouds by which 
chiefly the eye expounds the distance of the blue pavilion 
stretched over our heads. F 

g. reft ^ + To explain one’s meaning fobs.). Also, 
to be one s own expositor. - * 

j <«“ Cosswau-yes xlviiL (16311 307 An abilitie 
to behold things ambiguous wuh the true sight gives cir- 
%t xp a und themselves. 1661 Bramhall 
-1 be Pope was forced to expound him- 
self. 1859 Tennyson Vivien 316 The people call you 
prophet : let it be : But not of those that can expound them- 
selves. 

3 . To give a particular interpretation to; to 
construe in a specified manner. With adv. or 
phrase. Now chiefly in J.aw. 

* 533-4 Act 25 Hen. VIII , c. 21 § 19 Promded alwaies, that 
this act nor anythinge. .therein conteined, shalbe. .inter- 
preted or expouned, that, etc. 1534 More On the Passion 
Wks, 13^4 Some expo wnc also those woordes * „ to syijni- 
fye that [etc.]. 1590 Spenser F. O . m. iv. 28 That deadly 
wownd. .'Ihe which his mother vamely did expownd to be 
hart-wowndmg love. 1685 Baxter Paraphr . N. T. Matt, 
x. 23 This hard Text is variously expounded. 1767 
Blackstone Comm. II. 381 That a devise be most favour- 
ably expounded. 18x8 Cruise Digest <ed. 2) VI. 191 The 
courts, .expound the will in such a manner as to carry the 
testator's intention into effect. 2839 Thiri.wall Greece IV. 
445 Sparta, .was constituted the interpreter of the treaty: 
She expounded it by the rule, not of reason, but of might. 

t *b. To expound (a statement, etc.) concerning 
or of \ to explain as referring to. Ohs. 

£•1380 Wyclif Serm. Sel. Wks. II. 241 Men expownen 
comounly \>ls prophecie of oure Jesus. 0x450 Mirour 
Sahtacioun 3767 This may be wele expovned of the blissed 
virgyne marie. 1574 tr. Marlorat's A pocalips 14 They . . that 
go about to expound this place concerning Christ, accord- 
ing to the letter ; do wrest it too violently. 1645 Ussher 
Body Div. (1647) 85 Which place Paul expounded! of the 
Holy Ghost. 1724 A. Colons Gr. Chr. Relig. 236 Those 
of whom they are ordinarily expounded. 

f c. To render by a specified term. With cam- 
piemen f, or Const, for. Ohs. 

1530-1 Act 22 Hen. VIII, c. 13 No person, .being a 
eomon Baker, Brewer, .shall be interpreted or expounded 
handicrafts men. 1531 Elyot Gov. 1. i, Chaos.. of some is 
expounde a confuse mixture. 1533 More Ansiv, Poisoned 
Bk. . Wks. 1087/2 Men ..that expounde those wordes of 
Christ.. to be spoke and ment of the very eating of hys 
blessed body. 1599 Thynne A titmadv. (,1875) 33 ‘Or- 
frayes ’ yo u expounde ‘ Goldsmythes Worke’. 1607 Topsell 
Four-f. Beasts (1658) 69 Rabbi Solomon, and Abraham 
Ezra, expound Egel, for a Calf of one year old. 

f d. To interpret as a prognostic of something. 
Const, to. Ohs. 

. C1430 Lydg. Bochas 1. iv. (1544^7 a. Worthy Ninus .. 
expouned his laughter to great feheitye. 

1 4 . In ety mol. sense of L. exponere (cf. Expose). 
To expose to view. Ohs. rare 
1651 Life Father Carpi (1676) 38 He celebrated the Mass, 
and every Wednesday expounded upon his Altar the holy 
Sacrament 1664 Butler Hud. 11. iii 1087 First, he ex- 
pounded both his Pockets, And, found a Watch, with Rings 
and Lockets. 

Hence Expounded ppl. a., Expou'nding vbl. 
sh, the action of the vb. Expound ; concr. an expo- 
sition or interpretation. Exporrading ppl a. 

c 1380 WvcLrF Set. Whs. III. 272 False expounyng of holy 
writt. c 1440 Hylton Scala Perf. <W. de W. 1494' tr. xh, 
I fele wel of thy Name >e true expownynge that thou art 
Jhesu hele. 1483 Cath. Angl. 119 An Expow(n)dynge ; 
commentum. 1571 Golding Calvin on Ps. viii. 2 A fullnl- 
ling or expowndxng part of speache. 1642 J. Eaton H oney- 
c. Free Justific. b iij a, Expounded texts and verses. 1643 
Milton Divorce xiii. <1851) 55 A yoke, .which, .nothing but 
unwary expounding hath brought upon us. * 745 . Wesley 
Answ. Ch. 3 One of bur English Brethren.. said in his 
Publick Expounding, * As many go to Hell by praying as 
by thieving/ 1881 Mahaffy Otd Grk. Educ. xi. 137 The 
repeating and expounding of the founder’s view. 
Expoundable (ekspau*ndab’I> T a. [f. prec. 
+ - able. } That may be expounded or explained ; 
capable of being expounded, 

1887 Twin Soul II. i. 2 To expound their views, as far as 
. they were expoundable. 

Expo un der (ekspcnrndai). Also 4-5 ex- 
powner, 5 expownder. [f. as prec. + -er 1 .] 
One who expounds; an expositor. Occasionally 
transf of a thing : That which serves to expound. 

1388 Wyclif Gen. xl. 7 He [Parao] sente to alle the 
&xp&wrten& Egipt. .and* teldc th.e drccnx cx 449 
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Repr. .j, xii. 65 Alle expowners and glose geuers to 
Hon Scripture; 2535 Coverdalk x Sam. xxviii. 3 Saul had 
dryuen the -soythsayers and expounders of tokens out of y« 
londei 2565 Jewel Rept. Harding 120 The Custome and 
practise of the people, is the best expounder of the Lawe. 
2786 Burke IV. Hastings Wks. 1842 II. 215 Magistrates 
and expounders of the Mahomedan law. 1869 tr. Pouchefs 
Universe 118711 3 Bonnet, one of the most zealous ex- 
pounders of natural history. 1875 Jowett Plato (ed. 2 V. 
6 'lhe argument of which the Athenian is the expounder. 

Hence f Expoimdress, Ohs. rare , a female ex- 
pounder. 

2604 Supplic. Masse Priests § 37 The Romish .Church, 
whom they make chiefe expoundresse of Scriptures. 

f Expou nitoiir, Ohs, rare r *. [L expomu. 
Expound v , on the analogy of expositor , j An 
expounder, expositor. 

CX380 Wyclif Set. Wks. III. 202 Expounitouris on. ]-e 
gospellis and pistelis. 

Expouso, obs. form of Espouse v. 

Expoyl, var. of Exspoil obs. 

t Expre'me, v. Ohs. Chiefly Sc. Forms : 
5-7 expreme, 6 exprime. 7 expreeme, -eime. 
[ad. (directly or through F. exprimer); L. exprzm- 
cre to Express. For the phonology cf. redeem J 
■irons . * Express v. 6 -S. 

c 1470 Harding Ckron. xxxi. iii. The first he was, as 
chronicles expreme, That in this isle of Brytein had croune 
of golde. 1524 Si. Papers Hen. VIII , VI. 222, I cannot 
with my tong or penne exprime the inwarde joye which I 
haue taken. 1588 A. King tr. Canisius * Catech. 15 That 
sinne bringes sua greate skaithe to the saule, as na tonge is 
abil to expreme. 1609 Skene Reg. MaJ. r Stat. Robt. /, 23 In 
pleyes of debt, sould be named and expreimed, the zeare, 
day, the quantitie of the debt, a 1651 Calderwgod Hist. 
Kirk 1843) II. 353 He hath offered to doe hisdevoire, by 
the law of armes, in maner before expreemed. 

Express (ekspre-s) ? a. adv. and sh . 1 Forms: 
4-6 expres, 4-7 expresse, 6- express, 7 compar. 
expresser. [ad. Fr. expres (fern, expresse) «* Fr. 
expres , Sp. cspreso > Tg. espresso, It. espresso , ad. L. ex- 
press -us, pa. pple. of exprimHe : see Express v.} 
A. adj. 

I. 1 . Of an image or likeness : Truly depicted, 
exactly resembling, exact. Now chiefly with re- 
miniscence of Heb. i. 3. Cf. Express v. 5. 

1513 More Rich. III. Wks. 61/2 This is y fathers own 
figure, .y • playne expresse lykenes of y noble Duke. 1579 
Ixnx Euphues t Arb.) 36 Thy byrth doth shewe the expresse 
and liuely Image of gentle bloud. 2611 Bible Heb. i. 3The 
expresse image of his person. i6ia T. Taylor Comm. Titus 

ii. 7 Shew thy selfe a patterne, and expresse type wherein 
[etc.]. 1667 Milton P. L. vii. 528 Hee Created thee, in the 
Image of God Express. 1764 Reid Inquiry r. ii. 69 Lan- 
guage is the express image and picture of human thoughts. 
1774 J. Bryant My t hoi. II. 431 The Deity is here described 
sitting . . in the express form of the Minotaur, a 2853 
Robertson Serm, Ser.m. x. 125 The universe is the express 
image and direct counterpart of the souls that dwell in it. 

b. Well framed or modelled nonce-use. 

2602 Shaks. Ham. n. ii. 317 What a piece of worke is a 
man . In forme, and mouing, how expresse and admirable ! 

II. (Cf. Express z/. 6- rob 

1 2 . Of a fact, condition, etc, : Stated, explicitly 
recorded. In early use as pa. pple. Ohs. 

C1386 Chaucer Wife’s ProL 719 Lo here expresse of 
womtnen may ye fynde, That woman was the losse of al 
mankynde. c 1386 — Wife's T. 313 Ther shall ye seen ex- 
presse. .That he is gentil that doth gentil dedis. 1686 Goad 
Celest. Bodies 11. v. 225 There is not above 30 days but are 
windy, and rainy, or of express heat [cf. ibid. % xii. 56 We 
must distinguish of warm Days, Days of Expressed Notation 
for Warmth or Heat], 

3 . Of a meaning, purpose, stipulation , law, etc. : 
Expressed and not merely implied ; definitely for- 
mulated ; definite, explicit. Of language, state- 
ments, indications : Definite, unmistakable in 
import. 

When used of a law, stipulation, grant, etc., the adj* may 
have either this sense or sense 4 , and often, appears to have 
a mixed notion of the two. 

c 1386 Chaucer Wife’s Prol. 61 Wher can ye seen . . That 
highe God . defended manage By expresse word ? c 1425 
Wyntoun Cron. ix. xxvii 151 Agane fre Lauch expres.. 
chosyn wes Dis Knychtis son, 1550 Bale Aped. 117 b, 
Neyther . . is ther any expresse doctryne of vowes in all the 
whole wurke. 1578 T. N. tr . Conq. W. Iwlia, 75 [He] 
commaundid that none of his men shonlde goe out . . without 
his expresse licence upon paine of death. 1594 Hooker 
Eccl. Pol. 1. xvi. (1611)49 We have no expresse purpoce to 
make, that our .end. 2605 Bp. Morton {title). Exact Dis- 
coverie of Romish Doctrine . . collected out of the expresse 
dogmatical principles of Popish Priests and Doctors. 16x6 
B. Jonson Epigr. xl, AH the gazers on the skies Read not 
in fair heaven's story Expresser truth. .Than they might in 
her bright eyes. 1659 Hammond On Ps. cxviii. 27 Annot. 594 
The insuing verse is express. 1662 Stillingfl. Ortg. Sacr. 

iii. iv. § 13 We have the express testimony of Epiphanius. 
1767 Blackstonf. Comm. II. 443 Express contracts are where 
the terms of the agreement are openly uttered and avowed 
at the time of the making. 1851 Ht. Martineau Hist. Peace 
(1877) III. iv. ix. 22 Mr. Stanley's answer was express.and 
clear. 1888 Bryce Amer. Comtmv. II. II 285 Sometimes 
by express, more often by a tacit understanding. 

fb. Hence of persons or an authority : Distinct 
in making a statement, outspoken, explicit. Of a 
state of mind : Fixed, free from vacillation. Obs. 

a 1593 H. Smith Wks. 118671 II. 425 Theodoret .. is most 
express against transubstantiation. 1665 Glanvill Seeps. 
Set., xj Trismegistus is express in the assertion of the same 
Doctrine. 2667 H. More Div. Dial, u iii. (1743) 14 , 1 love 


to feel’ myself of an express and settled judgment, a 1704 
Locke t J. Where reason ' or Scripture is express for any 
opinion, or action, we may receive it as of divine authority. 
2704 Land. Gas. No. 4037/5 Her Majesty is very express in 
what She proposes. 1778 N. -Laurens in Sparks Corr. 
Amer. Rev. < 1853) II. 117 Our Commissioners . . are not so 
•express - . as they might have been. 

■f e. Of a voice : Distinctly uttered. Ohs. 
c 2450 St. Cutkbcrt (Surtees) 5667 ]>e child e ioloude and 
sayde |?an, with' a voyce expresse. zyoo Dryuen Babb s, 
Ovid’s Met. xii. 7^ Nor silence is within, nor voice ex- 
press, But a deaf noise of sounds that never cease. 

cL Exp; ess malice (Law) : malice of whtyb 
there is actual evidence ; opposed to implied 
malice , that which is inferred merely from the 
nature of the unlawful act committed, f Express 
witchcraft : ? manifest, open witchcraft. 

1567 Beet. Poems x6fk C. II. 260 O faithles flock !. .Man- 
tenaris of murther, witchcraft expres, Tresoun amang 30 w 
does day lie incres. 1769 Blackstone Comm. IV. xiv. 199 
Malice may be either express, or implied in law. Express 
malice is.. When one, with a sedate. .deliberate mind and 
formed design, doth kill another. 1808 Lr Blanc in East 
Rep. IX. 363 Without proof of mal.ee, either express or 
implied. 

e. Specifically designated or considered ; special. 
1848 Mill Pol. Econ. in. xiv. §4 When we treat of that 
express subject. 1855 Bain .Senses <5- hit. 111. ii. § 23 Natural 
History makes a more express business of the classifying 
operation. 

4 . Specially designed or intended for a particular 
object ; done, made, or sent * on purpose/ Of a 
messenger: Specially dispatched. Also ahsol. in 
phrase t /» express . ? for a purpose (unless tins be 
an early instance of Express sh.%). 

a 2400 Cost, Myst. 115 Ffarewel, Gabryel . . Goddys ma- 
sangeie expresse. c 1420 Pallad. on Hush. n. 403 Rapes 
make wele to smelle In condyment is nowe the tyme ex- 
presse. c 1460 Tmtmeley Myst. 209 Pilatus. 1 am sakies of 
this bloode. .Both mv hartdes in express weshen shalle le. 
1524 Wolsey in St. Papers Hen. VIII. (1849) VI. 317, I re- 
ceyvid new letters from you, sent by an expresse curror. 
1619 Vct. Doncaster in Eng. <$* Germ. (Camden) 137 Send 
. .with all possible speed e by an expresse messenger. 178a 
Priestley Corrupt. Chr. II. x. 260 Express laws were made 
to prevent [it]. 1845 Carlyle Cromwell (1871) I. 26 In 

these two little offhand bits of writing , . there is more in- 
sight obtainable, than in any of the express Biographies. 
1874 Morley Compromise ( 1886) 123 The social union is the 
express creation . . of the Deity. 

b. Express train. Originally «= * special train ’ ; 
but about 1845 applied to a train running ‘ex- 
pressly’ for the conveyance of passengers to one 
particular place, and not stopping at the inter- 
mediate stations ; now, a train running at a high 
rate of speed, and stopping only at a few important 
stations. Hence Exp; ess speed. 

2842 Saunders Rep . Committee Railw. Q 2051 It was 
probable that an express train would come up. 1843 W. F. 
Cooke Telegr. Raitw. 29, I will now follow an Express, and 
therefore unexpected train in its course from Derby to 
Leicester. 1845 Bradshaw’s Rail. Guide May i 4 The 
accommodation^ by the Express Trains being limited, Pas- 
sengers who arrive first will have the preference. 1845 C B, 
Vignoles in Life (1889) 269 Went down to Birmingham 
by the ‘express’ train. 1849 Macaulay Jml. 16 Aug., The 
express train reached Holyhead, 1862 Gifts Graces xii. 
127 We must step into an express train, 

e. Express rifle : a rifle constructed to discharge 
a bullet with a high initial velocity and a low 
trajectory. Express bullet: an expanding bullet 
for use with an express rifle. Express shooting; 
shooting with an express rifle. 

2884 Metford in Walsh Mod. Sportsman's Gun II. 12 
This being a sort of 1 rough and tumble 1 gauge of Express 
shooting at 100 yards. 1884 Sir H. Halford ibid. II. 14 
These rifles [made by Purdey in 1859] must be considered 
as. the first of the class now known as Express— -a term be- 
lieved to have been first used either by the late Lord Henry 
Bentinck or by Lord Leconfield. z88S Pall 'Mall G. 10 July 
7/1 It has been proved that * express’ bullets are used by 
the Zulus or their allies. 

d. Express delivery ; (in the Postal service) im- 
mediate delivery by special messenger, on a sys- 
tem introduced in r 891 ; so express fee, messenger, 
packet, etc. [Here it is difficult to separate the 
adj. from attrib. uses of the rA] 

1892 Post Office Guide Oct 227' There is no Express de- 
livery . . on Sunday, . Good Friday, 'dr ' Christmas Day, ■ 1892' 
Ibid. ' Apr. ' 17 On the. delivery of an Express ' Packet, ■ the ' de- ■ 
livering Messenger may take a reply. .The Express fee must 
Be prepaid. ; Ibid. 18' Letters and Parcels are accepted for ' 
con veyanceby.ExpressMesseng.erbo the General Post Office. ., 
B. adv. [Cf. Expressly.] 
fl. Clearly, plainly, unmistakably. With verbs 
of speaking : In distinct terms, positively. Ohs. 

CX325 E. E. A Hit. P. B. 1158 Danyel . . devysed sum 
tyme. As . . is proued expresse in his profecies. 24 . . Purif. 
Mary In Tundale’s Vis. 130 To the law sche mekejy wold 
obey From poynt to poynte the gospel seyth expresse. c 2450 
St. Cuthhert (Surtees) 3389 ]?is chapiter it schewes expresse 
What fandyng he tholed in sekenes. 2556 Lauder Tractate 
255 Haue 3,e thare herts, I say expresse. Than all is 3ours 
that thay possess®. 272a Berkeley Pass. Obed. § 23 Such 
a contract is an express known part of the fundamental 
constitution of a nation. 

i* 2 * a. F ollowed by against : Directly, b. 
With respect to dimension or number: Exactly, 
c. Completely. Obs. 
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EXPRESS. 


a. <“2386 Chaucer Doctor's T. 182 Virginius. .holdeth 
express® a^einst j>e willeof me My seruaunt. 1578 Gude 4 
Godly Ball 158 The Leuittis * . reft thair teindand mekill 
mair, Expres aganis Goddis command. 

b. <rx475 Partway 3004 Fiftene fote long this Geaunt 
was expresse. 1513 Bradshaw St. Werburge 1 . 142 Also the 
yeres of our blessed sauyoure Syxe hundreth fours score and 
nyne expresse The Brytons were expulsed . . From England® 
to walles. 

C. c 147S Partenay 4357 Hys hauberke dismailled all 
expresse. 1513 Douglas AEneis xm. ii. 52 To mak end of 
our harmis and dlstres ! Our panefull labour passit is expres. 
8. Specially, on purpose, for a particular end ; 
hence (to go, send, etc.) with speed. In mod. 
use also, by express messenger or train. 

1386 Chaucer Doctor's T. 105 This mayde, of which I telle 
my tale expresse. . 1667 Pei*ys Diary (1879) IV. 368, I sent 
Mr. C. express thither to see how matters go. 1708 Lond. 
Gas. No. 4490/3 M, Osten . . came Express . . to make his 
Compliments to his Prussian Majesty. 1760 T. Hutchin- 
son Hist. Coll. Mass, i ii. 398 A small vessel had been sent 
to England express . . with a representation of the exposed 
state of the colony. 1844 Disraeli Coningsby iv. ix, As if 
the grand furniture and the grand servants had all come 
down express from town. *870 Lowell Study Wind, 2 A 
piece of news worth sending express. 

Comb. 1870 Emerson Soc. 4 Solit. xi. 278 No express- 
rider, no attorney, no magistrate. 

C. sbO 

1. = Express messenger : see A. 4. Now Hist, 
march, exc. in sense of an express messenger of 
the Postal Department. 

16x9 Vct. Doncaster in Eng. 4 Germ. (Camden) 177, I 
will spedily advertise his Maty by an expresse. 2680 Lond. 
Gas. No. 153^/4 An Express is arrived in 14 days from 
Madrid, but_ we know not what he brings. 1780 R. R. 
Livingston in, Sparks. Corr. Amer, Rev. (1853) III. 2 
This hasty letter is written while the express waits. x8x6 
Keatinge Trav. I. 34. Faster than an express could travel : 
at least in these regions. 1856 Emerson Eng. Traits , 
T he T imes Wks. ( Bohn ) II. 118 Its expresses outrun the 
despatches of the government. 1891 Daily News 4 e pr. 6/7 
We expect the Post Office to convey the necessary orders — 
either by post, by telegraph, by telephone, or by ‘express.’ 

b. transf. The message sent by an * express ’ ; 
a dispatch. 

164a Milton (title) Observations upon some of his 
Majestie’s [Charles I,] late Answers and Expresses. 1659 
Pearson Creed (1839) 282 By an express written to Tiberius, 
and by him presented to the senate. %6t6 Dryden Aurengz. 
X. i, A new Express, all Agra does afright. 1741 Middleton 
Cicero I. v. 35.6 Cicero, .received two expresses from his 
Brother. Quintus. 1807 Beverley 4- Kexby Road Act 6 
Conveying the mails of letters and expresses under the 
authority of His Majesty’s Post-Master General. 18.. 
Wellington in Daily News 20 Nov. (1891b 5/1 Blucher 
icked the fattest man in his army to ride with an express 
ome, 1854 Dickens Hard T. 11. ix, Bitzer had come., 
with an express from Stone-Lodge. 

C. ? A special errand. 

c 18x7 Hogg Tales 4 ' Sk. IIT. 215 Tam’s wife had occasion 
to cross the wild heights on some express. 

2 . Short for a. express-train ; b. express rifle. 

a. 1848 Dickens Dombey Iv, Express comes through at 
four, Sir. 1867 Trollope He Knew xxiii, [He] went down 
* .by the early express to Exeter. 

b. 1884 Pall Mall G. 19 Aug. 5/1 A wealthy * potter* 

. .blazed away with a double express at the deer compelled 
to pass him. x888 Rider Haggard Maiwds Revenge 127 
I, handing him the carbine, took from him my express. 

8. U S. An institution (conducted by private en- 
terprise) for the transmission of parcels, etc. Also 
attrih Of. Expbess a. 4 d. 

The carrying of goods by ‘ express/ first introduced in 1839 
(see. quot. 1858) has had an enormous development in the 
United States. In Great Britain the system exists, but the 
name is little used, though it has been adopted in the dis- 
tinctive designations of one or two of the ‘forwarding 
agencies/ as they are usually called. 

1838 Homans Cycl. Comm. 644 s.v. Express , William F. 
Harnden.. started the express business in the spring of 
1839. Ibid. 645 The express companies.. transmit nearly all 
the specie and bullion, etc. 2860 Bartlett Diet. Amer., 
Express Office, an establishment which rapidly transmits 
parcels and goods. Express Wagon, the wagon in which 
packages, boxes, etc., are taken to and from an express 
office. 186. Postage Stamp Inscr., Pony Express. 1863 
Stamped Envelope Inscr., Paid, Wells, Fargo, & Co. 
Through our California and Atlantic Express. 1880 Daily 
News 20 Nov. 5/4 An express clerk walks through the train, 
takes the checks of passengers who want their baggage de- 
livered, and gives written receipts for them, 
b. The goods carried by an f express \ 

1858 Homans Cycl. Comm. 644 Harnden himself acted in 
that capacity [as ‘ messenger ’] carrying his entire express 
in an ordinary valise. 

Hence Expxe’ss v., U. S., trans. to send by 
express. Expressage, the sending of a parcel by 
express ; the charge or cost of this. 
a i860 Washington Republic Bartlett Did. Amer. The 
President’s message will be expressed through to Boston, 
by order of the Postmaster-General. 1864 W ebster Express, 
to send by express messenger. Expressage , the charge for 
carryin g a parcel by express . 1880 Daily News 20 No v. 5/4 
There is a saving in going by the horse-cars and * expressing ' 
the luggage at a shilling a trunk. 1883 Amer. Newspaper 
Advt., The hooks will be sent by express C.O.D., the re- 
ceiver paying expressage or freight. 1888 Harped s Mag. 
Dec. 161/1 The expressage or postage has not been prepaid, 
t Express (ekspie*s), sbA Obs. [f. the vb, 
Cf. late L. expressus (u stem).] 

1 . The action of expressing or representing by 
words, signs, or actions; an instance of this. 
Const, of. 


a6 44 Bulwer Chirol. 8 The Hand seems to. .vie expresses 
with the Tongue. 1648 Eikon Bas. 94 With expresses of my 
desires. 2654 R. Boreman Serm. Ep. Ded.» So they might 
give to the world a Cleare Expresse of their gratitude to 
your Lordship. 2672 J. Howard All Mistaken 1. in Hazl. 
Dodsley XV. 332 My grief, alas 1 is far beyond express. 
<22726 South Serm. (1744) XI. 156 Allow of no other expresses 
of our honour to him [God] but distance and amazement. 

b. A condition or product in which something 
is expressed ; a manifestation. (Revived by Kings- 
ley with stress express, after rmpress.) 

2644 Jer . Taylor Psalter cxxxvi, Making all Thy crea- 
tures to be expresses of Thy power. 1063 J. Spencer 
Prodigies (1665) 349 It seems to have been the common 
maxim, .that all afflictions were the expresses of displeasure. 
2848 Kingsley Saint's Trag. iv. iii. 232 Grace brings no 
merit When 'tis the express of our own self-will. 

2. A mode of speech, phrase ; an utterance. 

2644 Hunton Vind. Treat. Monarchy v. 42 He compares 

these serious expresses to Trajans sudden and excessive 
speech. 2647 J ER> Taylor Lib. Proph, v. 84 , 1 have shewed 
Scripture in its plain expresses to be an abundant rule of 
Faith. a 2677 Barrow Serm. Wks. 1687J. 361 Surely those 
expresses are used in condescension to signify the . . charit- 
able benignity of God. 

b. A specific mention, statement, or injunction. 
2646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. n. v. § 6. 91 This Gentleman 
. .caused amantogoedowne. .into tbeSea. .with expresse to 
take notice, .where it [Coral] groweth. 2660 Fuller Mixt 
Contempt. (1841) 206 They had no express, in scripture that 
they should be freed from the particular miseries relating/o 
this war. 2687 Towerson Baptism 343 Some express to sig- 
nifie such a thing to be its purpose, a 1711 J Norris Misc. 
(1687) 2x5 They . .contradict the general design and particular 
expresses of the Gospel. 

3 . A graphic representation, image ; flg. a type, 
model (of virtues). 

2523 Douglas AEneis xi. vi. 161 This Ene was first, all 
out, expres Of reuth, compassioun, and of gentilnes. 1646 Sir 
T. Browne Pseud. Ep. v. xx. 262 They discoursed in silence, 
and were intuitively understood from the theory of their 
Expresses. 2646 J Gregory Notes 4- Observ (1684) 51 Some 
ancient Coyns have been called by the name of their Ex- 
presses, as . . (saith Pollux) *ai eeaheho fiovc, oti 
ifj.TeTvrrw/j.ei'ov, from the figure of an ox imprinted, 
b. A ‘ stamp,’ impressed character. 

3667 Waterhouse Fire Lond 2 This fatal accident had 
a more than ordinary express of fury. 

Express (ekspre-s), v. Also 4-6 expresse. 
[ME. expresse , a. OF. espresser, express er — Pr. 
espressar, Sp. espresar , Pg. expressar , med. L. ex- 
pressdre (15th c. in Du Cange), f. L. ex- out + 
pressare to press, frequentative of premere, to press. 
Taken as Eng. repr. of L. expHmere of which the 
chief senses were 1. to press out; 2. to form (an 
image) by pressure, to represent in sculpture or 
painting 3. to represent or set forth in words or 
actions.] I. To press out. 

1. trans. To press, squeeze, or wring out ; to 
press (juice, air, etc.) from , out ^(anything). 

c 2400 Lanfranc's Cirurg. 127 (MS A) & j>ei fulfillen jxa 
wounde. .as I have seid, with J?e cloo]> expressid of be white 
of an ey.^ 1430 Lydg. Chron. Troy u vi, When men of 
malice.. his venym vtterly expresse. 2569 R, Androse tr. 
Alexis' Seer. iv. n. 37 Put them all into an Orenge. .and 
boyle them in hote embers, then expresse it. 2594 Plat 
fewell-ho., Chem. Concl. 16 Expresse their oile according 
to the manner herafter set down. 2638 T. Whitaker Blood 
of Grape 18 Newly exprest from the grape. 2757 A. Cooper 
Distiller hi. Iii. (2760) 226 Express the Juice and Spirit. 
2804 Abernethy Surg. Observ. 94 To puncture the upper 
tumour, to express the contents. 1880 Daily News 26 Feb. 
5/2 The oil or oleomargarine is expressed from the fat, 
b. flg. (a) To extort or elicit by pressure, 
f (b) To expel, get rid of, by force (obs.). 

(a) 2547 J. Harrison Exhort. Scottes 232 Youre countrey 
weepinge to you with bloody teares, which your selfes do 
expresse, and wring out of her, and enforce her to shed. 
1609 Holland Amin. Marcell. xxix. iv. 365 The truth was 
by torture expressed. iSiz^Webstrr White Dei’il 1. i, Per- 
fumes. .chaf'd . .render Their pleasing scents ; and so afflic- 
tion Expresseth virtuefully 2818 Hallam Mid ", Ages(iZ-j2) 
I. 209 To employ them [Jews] as a spunge to suck their 
subjects’ money, which they might afterwards express. 

(b) 1563 Golding Ovids Met. Ep. (2593) 6 Temperance 
which doth all fowle concupiscence express. 2583 K. James 
VI in Holinshed Hist. Scotl. (1585) 442 That.. the veritie 
may be tried and all heresie and schisme. .expressed. 

2 . To emit or exude, as if by pressure. 

1622 Burton Anal. Mel. 1. i. 11. ii. 21 Spirit is a most 
subtile vapor, which is expressed ^ from the Blood. 1634 
Sir T. Herbert Trav. 46 Ormus is an ile. of which., the 
Silver-shining Sand expresseth Sulphur. 2637 S. Purchas 
Pol, Flying-Ins. 158 Waxe . expressing in some sort a scent 
of home. 2833 Thackeray Newcomes I. no Essences into 
which a thousand flowers have expressed their sweetest 
breath. 188a Pall Mall G. 28 June 5 'x Their honey-dew, 
which the aphides express when caressed by the antenn<e of 
their masters. 

3 . To press or squeeze out the contents of. Now 
rare. . . 

*633 Bp. Hall Hard Texts 289 To expresse and make use 
of that sweet fruit. 1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. iv. vii. 
197 A bladder blowne is weightier then one empty, and if it 
containe a quart, expressed and emptied it will abate about 
halfe a grame. 2723 Bradley Fam. Diet. s.v. Nutmeg , 
Heat the Nutmegs in a Kettle, and then to express them 
strongly. x88a Med. Temp, Jml. LI. 241 After the grapes 
have been expressed. 

+ 4 . To press hard (in battle). Obs. rare—K 

c 2489 Caxton Blanchardyn xIL (1890) 152 Seeng herself so 
sore expressyd, her knyghtes and her men slayne. 


II. To portray, represent. 

5 . To represent by sculpture, drawing, or paint- 
ing; to portray, delineate, depict. In general 
sense obs. or arch. ; but surviving as a transferred 
use of sense 8 : To render, set forth, convey a 
notion of (facts, characteristics, details) by plastic 
or graphic representation. 

1382 Wyclif Ezek. xxiii. 24 The ymagis of Caldeis ex. 
pressid ... in colours. zsSSFraunce Lawiers Log. 1. i. 2 b, 
That paynter is most cunning who can most lively expresse 
his face whose counterfaite he js to drawe. 2611 Coryat 
Crudities 311 Whereof [Amphitheatre at Verona] I have 
expressed a picture in this place. 2720 Stryfe Stow's 
Surv . (1754) II. vi. ii. 598/2 I11 every part of this tomb 
are all the sons and daughters of this King expressed in 
solid brass. 1762-71 H. Walpole Ferine s Anecd. Paint. 
(1786) V. 155 Loggan used long strokes in expressing flesh. 
2839 Murchison Silur. Syst. 1. xx. 265 Quarried down be- 
low the ordinary surface of the adjacent ground, as rudely 
expressed in this woodcut. 

t b. To be an image or likeness of ; to resemble 
[After L. exprimere], Obs. 

1483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 45/1 His handes expressyd the 
Iyknesand symylitude of the more brother. 2548 Udall, 
etc. Erasm. Par. Acts xvii. 64 Man expresseth God . .as the 
childe doeth resemble hys father or mother. 2635 A. Staf- 
ford Fern. Glory (1869) 147 Her arms express the Crosse on 
which Hee dide. 2697 Dryden Virg. Past. 1. 32 Kids and 
Whelps their Sires and Dams express. 

0 . To represent symbolically. Said botb of the 
agent and the symbol employed. In Math, to re- 
present by a figure, symbol, or formula. Phrase, 
To express (a quantity) in terms of (another). 

2649 Bp. Reynolds Hosea ii. 83 They should the better 
expres the condition of strangers. 2662 Stillingfl. Ong, 
Sacr. 11. ii, § 6 A Child to express coming into the world, an 
old man for going out of it. 2684 R. H, Sch. Recreat . 115 
The Characters placed on the five Lines, express the Notes 
themselves, a 1749 Boyse Triumphs Nat. 199 The dim 
twilight of the arch above Seems to express the queen's 
disastrous love. 1731 Chambers Cycl. s.v. Fluxion, To 
express the fluxions of simple variable quantities . you need 
only put the . . letters which express them with a dot over 
them. 1811 Hutton Course Math. III. 372 The fluxional 
equa. expressing the relation between x and z. 2816 J. 
Smith Panorama Sc. 4- Art I. 38 Instruments have even 
been described, which express upon paper . . the several 
winds that have blown. 1838 T.. Thomson Chem. Org. 
Bodies 34 If we express the composition of camphoric acid 
by the formula 5 (C' J Hi£)+ O 5 . 2837 M aurice Ep. St. John 
xvii. 275 The divine, holy, self-sacrificing life which it [the 
blood sign] would appear to express. 

7 . To manifest or reveal by external tokens. Of 
actions, appearances, etc. : To betoken. Now al- 
most exclusively with reference to feelings or per- 
sonal qualities, the wider use being arch . or poet. 

2549 Coverdale Erasm. Par. 1 Pet. 1 He admonisheth 
them, that. . they expresse a life worthie of their profession. 
1612 Beaum. & Fl. Cupids Rev, u i, If he be A god, he will 
express it upon thee my child. 2665 Sir T. Herbert Trav. 
(2677) 276 Such was the singular personal valour Ismael ex- 
pressed. c 2720 Prior Henry Emma 429 No longer shall 
thy bodice aptly lac’d. .That air and harmony of shape ex- 
press. a 2763 Shenstone Elegies xi. 31,1 pray'd . . To see the 
trees express their planter’s care. 1824 Jane Austen Mam f 
Park (.1851) 177 Never did tone express indifference plainer. 
c 1830 Neale Hymns East. Ck. 80 The excellence of beauty 
In J esus was expressed. 2859 Tennyson Vivien 220 A 
robe . . that more exprest Than hid her, clung about her 
lissome limbs. 2877 E. R. Conder Bas. Faith i. 10 Worship 
. .directly expresses sentiment and emotion, 
b. refl. 

2549 Coverdale Erasm. Par. y Pet. II. 10 The inherit- 
ance is ready ., the possession whereof he hath, .entered for 
your sakes, so that you expresse yourselves worthy of it. 
2635-60 Stanley Hist Philos. (1701) 275/2 They have ex- 
pressed themselves faithful in the performance of such things 
as Were committed to their Charge, 1858 Hawthorne Ft. 
4 It. Jmls. I. 262 God expressed himself in the landscape 
to mankind. 2859 Kingsley Misc. 1 . 357 The inward beauty 
seldom fails to express itself in the outward. 

8 . To represent in language ; to put into words, 
set forth (a meaning, thought, state of things) ; to 
give utterance to (an intention, a feeling). 

Now the prevailing use ; senses 5-7, so far as they survive, 
are often felt as transferred from this. 

1386 Chaucer Prioress' T. 24 Lady. .Thy yertu and thy 
grete humylitee, Ther may no tonge expresse, 24 . . Epiph. 
in Tundale’s Vis, 108 With hys mowthe who con the myrthe 
expresse? c 2425 Wyntoun Cron. yin. iv. 236 Til hawe of 
]>ame knawlage Expressyd . . in oure Langage. 2535 Cover- 
dale Prov. i. 23 Lo, I wil expresse my myndevnto you. 2633 
Earl Manch. Al Mondo (1636) 190 As griefes concealed, so 
joyes expressed grow greater. 2672 ViLHERS(Dk. Buckhni.) 
Rehearsal 1. i. (Arb.) 27 A phrase they have got among 
them, to express their no-meaning by. a 1684 Earl Ros- 
com. Ess. Verse 42 Harmonious Horace flows With Sweet- 
ness not to be exprest in Prose. 2768 Sterne, Sent. Joum., 
The Rose, I could not have expressed it half so well. 
2833 A. Fonblanque Eng. under 7 Administ. (1837 ) II. 257 
The Princess expressed her surprise that the people in a 
famine did not eat buns. 2860 Tyndall Glac. 11. xxviii. 397 
My chief difficulty, .may be expressed in a very few words. 
2883 Law Rep. 29 Chanc. Div. 448 The lease correctly 
expressed the bargain between the parties. 

b. refl. To put one’s thoughts into words ; to 
utter what one thinks ; to state one’s opinion, 
f Also intr. for refl. 

2602 Shaks. Twel. N. 11. i. 16 It charges me in manners, 
the rather to expresse myselfe. 2609 B, J onson Silent Worn. 
in. ii. What an excellent choice Phrase this Lady expresses 
in. 2639 Burton's Diary (1828) IV. 325 Every man has 
not the gift of expressing himself so in short as others. 2711 
Addison Sped. No. 5 p 5 English Writers in their way of 
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EXPRESSION, 


EXPRESSED. 


thinking and expressing themselves. 1884 A, R. Penkikc- 
Tott Wtcltf vm .247 He expresses himself still more strongly 
in his un printed writings, B * 

51 confused use . 

1744 E. Heywood Female Spectator (1748) I. 182 The 
admiration he expresses to have for her. 

c. Of a word, phrase, or statement : To repre- 
sent (a thought, sentiment, state of facts) ; to de- 
note, import, signify. Also with sentence as obi. 

x$z 6 Pilgr Per/. (W. de W. x 53 i> 4 b, The ordynary 
glose vpon the fyrst epystle ofSaynt Paule to y« Corinthes 
doth expresse that &c 2388 Shaks. L. L. L. iv. iii. 124 
Something. . J. hat shall expresse my true-Ioues fasting 
pame. *7 2 9 Butler Serm. Wks. 1874 If* St No words can 
express too strongly the caution which should be used. 1870 
Jevons Rlem . Logic iii. 16 Every assertion or statement ex- 
presses the agreement or difference of two things, 
f 9. a. To mention, specify. Obs. 

1x400 Maundev. iRoxb.) xxiv. 112 }>e messangere of Godd 
expressed pat nowmer [nyne] so specially. 1447 Bokenham 
Seyntys Introd. (Roxb.) 2 An austyn frere Whos name as 
now I ne wyl expresse. 1463 Bury Wills (1850) 17 My 
frendys. .as many as ben expressyd be name in this my seid 
wille. *”** Bible N um. i. 17 These men, which are ex- 
pressed bv their names. 1640 Yorke Union Hon . 84 M. 
Milles m his Catalogue never expresseth him. 1668 Cul- 
pepper & Cole Barthol. Anat. 1. iii. 5 In this Table are 
expressed the common Coverings of the Belly. 1772-84 
Cook Voy. ( 1790; IV. 1204 The respective crews of both 
ships, remained as expressed in the two underwritten lists. 
+ b. To give an account of, describe. Obs. 
c 1386 Chaucer Can. Yeom. Prol. <5* T. 752 It werieth me 
to telle of his falsnesse ; And natheles yit wol I it expresse, 
1548 Tindale {title') A Briefe declaration of the Sacra- 
ments, expressing the fyrst oryginall how they came up. 
*573 Abp. Parker Corr. (1852) 425, I thought it not against 
my profession to express my times, and give some testimony 
of my fellow-brothers. 1613 Heywood Silver Age iii. Wks. 
1874 III. 129 Heardsman, thou hast exprest a monstrous 
beast. 1697 Dryden Virg. Georg . in. 12 Pelops’ Iv’ry 
Shoulder . . with all the rest Of Grecian Tales, by Poets 
are exprest. 1798 Malthus Popul (1878) p. v, The Essay 
..was suggested as is expressed in the preface. 


f C. To state or describe (an object) as, or to 
be (so and so). Also with for. Obs. 

1523 FiTZHERB. ^rzL xx. 41 Homage, fealte, and ils. by 
the yere. .And this he maye expresse the seruyce of the rent. 
*579 Fenton Guicciard. (1618) 7 The Pope., was not 
ashamed . . to call them his children, and expressed them to 
the world for such, 1662 Stillingfl. Orig. Sacr. 1. vi. § 3 
He expresseth Adrastus to be the first King of Sicyon. 1784 
Cowper Task n. 399, I would express him simple, grave, 
sincere. 1798 Dallas Amcr. Law Rep . I. 3 The bills of 
lading express this rum to be shipped on the risk of C. 


fd. To designate, mention by a certain title. 
1659 Pearson Creed (1839) 122 So Isaiah, Ezekiel, and 
Hosea, have, expressed him, as we shall hereafter have 
farther occasion to show. 1677 Hale Contempt, n, 45 The 
Wise man chuseth to express him by that Title of Creator. 

te. intr. To make mention, give an account 
of. Obs. 

1430-50 tr. Higden (Rolls) I. 79 Monyprouinces, of whom 
hit schalle be expressede by ordre. 1509 Hawes Past. 
Pleas, xi. i, Fame gan to expresse Of jeoperdous way to the 
toure peryllous. 

10. To state or mention explicitly ; opposed to 
imply . 

1396 Shaks. Merck. V. iv. i. 260 Is it so nominated in the 
bond? It is not. so expresst; But what of that? 1651 Hobbes 
Leviath, 11. xxii. 121 Toother intent, than is in the Writing 
. .expressed. 1724 Watts Logic hi. i, Wheresoever any of 
these words are used, there is a perfect syllogism expressed 
or implied. 1732 Berkeley Alcipkr. 1. § 4 Hints and allu- 
sions, expressing little, insinuating much. 1817 W. Sklwyn 
Law Nisi Prius (ed. 4) II. 751 The promise must be ex- 
pressed in the written memorandum or note. 

fb. To draw up (a commission) in express 
terms ; to make out expressly. Obs. rare ~ K 
1462 Paston Lett . No. 453 II. 104 Debenhara hathe a co- 
myscion of the Kyng expressed oonly for that schip named 
in hes comyscion. 


Expressed (ekspre*st), ppl. a. Also 6-8 ex- 
prest. [f. Express v. + -ed*.] 

1. Pressed out ; extracted or forced out by 
mechanical pressure. Expressed oil (seequot. 1859 ), 
1399 A. M. tr. GabelhouePs Bk. Physicke 1x6/1 The best 
expressed oy Ie of N utmegges. x66o Boyle New Exp. Phys. 
Meek. xxiv. x88 After this express'd Oyl, we made tryal of 
a distill'd one. 1732 Arbuthnot Rules of Diet 269 The 
express'd Juices of several Vegetables. 1839 Gullick & 
Timbs Paint. 206 They [the fixed oils] are termed ‘ex- 
pressed* oils because they are not extracted by distillation, 
like the essential oils. 1875 Ure Diet. Arts III. 432 s. v. 
Oils, Recently-expressed or very fresh oils. 


b. That has had the juice, etc., pressed out of 
it ; squeezed or wrung dry. Obs. 

a 1682 SirT. Browne Tracts 13 They might after give the 
expressed and less usefull part unto their swine, 1703 T. 
Greenhill in Phil. Trans. XXV. 20x0 Like an expressed 
Sponge. 1743 Lond. & Country Brew. 11. (ed, 2) xoi As is. . 
plain in all expressed Vegetables. 

2. Uttered or made known in words. 

1548 Udall, etc. Erasm. Par. John 122 a, By the ex- 
pressed voyce of this man. 189* Daily News 6 Feb. 6/x 
In accordance with the expressed wish of the deceased. 
Mod., Inconsistent with his own expressed opinions. 

f b. Express, explicit. Also of a functionary : 
Stated, recognized. Obs. 

*534 Whitinton Tullyes Offices 1. (1540) 15 The vttermost 
of right is expressed wronge. 1553 Eden Treat. Newe hid. 
(Arb.) 8 It is not written by expressed wordes that, etc. 
*334 Knox Godly Let. C viij, No such promese haue we . . 
hut rather the exprest contrarie. 1658 Ussher Ann. vl 


440 Gorgias their exprest Commander was from them. 273S 
Butler Anal. 1 . vi. 159 The. .perception of good and ill de- 
sert, .makes [the sanction] appear, as one may-say expressed. 

3. Expressed species v transl. L. species express a) : 
in Scholastic Philosophy, a ‘species* or essential 
form imposed on outward objects by the activity 
of the mind itself. The term was revived by Le 
Clerc in his pseudo-scientific Optics : see quot. 

* 75 * Chambers Cycl. s. v. Species , Expressed Species are 
those, .which proceed from within. .Le Cierc, in his system 
of vision . . has called upon the stage again the species ex- 
press^ of the ancient philosophers. For according to him, 
it is not by species or images impressed on the optic nerve, 
that the soul sees objects, but by rays which she herself 
directs to them. [1857 Maurice Mor. <$■ Met. Philos. III. 
v. § 90. 232 The mind knows itself, .not by a species im- 
pressed upon it, but by a species expressed from it.] 

t Expre ssedly, adv. Obs. [f. prec.-<--LY2 ] 
Statedly, avowedly ; explicitly, expressly. 

«*555 Ridley Wks. 137 Other words, which the same 
writer hath expressed ly in other places. 2558 Knox First 
Blast { Arb. s 33 Here expressedly is a man apointed to be 
chosen king. 1609 J* Raynolds Agst. Bellarmine (16x0) 46 
Whether expressedly, or implyedly. 1646 Sir T. Browne 
Pseud. Ep. 1. v. i7 This is.. detractory unto the intellect, 
and sense of man expressedly disposed for that inquisition. 

Expresser, -or (ekspre*sai). [f. Express v. 

+ -er 1 , -or.] One who or that which, expresses. 

1581 Mulcaster Positions v. (1887) 32 Reading being but 
the expresser of the written characters. 1587 Golding De 
Mornay vi. 73 And the Second [Worker] is the liuely ex- 
presser of the First. 1623 Shakspere's Wks. To Rdr., 
Who, as he was a happie imitator of Nature, was a most 
gentle expresser of it. X642 Ld. Digby Elvira (1667) 5 
Ready.. To make his Sword th’ expresser of his mind. 1872 
Conington Aeneid v. 340 note, Expressers of a favourable or 
adverse opinion. 

b. One who possesses expressive power ; a mas- 
ter of the art of expression. 

c x6xx Chapman / Had 1. Comm. (1865) 26 Our most accom- 
plished expressor helps the illustration in a simile of his 
fervour. 16x5 — Odyss. vui, 708 The divine expressor did 
so give Both act and passion, that he made it live. 1856 
Masson Ess., Shaks. <$• Goethe 23 He [Shakespeare] was the 
greatest expresser that ever lived. 

t Expre*ssful, a. Obs. rare ~ \ [f. as prec. + 
-ful.] «= Expressive. 

1621 Lady M. Wroth Urania 395 True confession of that 
you then seemed with expressefull joy .. to entertaine. 
1629 H. Burton Babel no Bethel 17 A question . . set downe 
in most cleare and expresseful termes. 

Expressible (ekspre*sib’l), a. Also 7 -able. 

[f. as prec. +-IBLE.] 

1. Capable of being expressed. 

1605 R* Carew in Lett. Lit. Men (Camden) 100 In some 
[words] we buylde others not expressable in their mother 
tongue, a 1628 Preston Serm. (1630) 43 As farre as it is 
expressable, we will explaine unto you. 1677 Gilpin 
Deemonol. it, ix. 403 They are under an expressible sense of 
Divine Wrath. 1794 Sir W. Jones Orthogr. Asiatic Words 
Wks. 1799 I. 192 A diphthong composed of our first and 
third vowels, and expressible, therefore, by them. x8sx 
Ruskin Mod. Paint. II. in. 11. iii. § 26 Michael Angelo held 
the imagination to be entirely expressible in rock. X875 
Jevons Money 70 Easily expressible in terms of the unit. 

+ 2. Able to express oneself. Obs. 

1627-77 Feltham Resolves n. xli. 240 In Loue and Thanks 
. .tis in a Mans own power to be expressible. 

Expressing (ekspre-siq), vbl. sb. [f. as prec. 

+ -iNGk] The action of the vb. Express; the 
action a. of pressing out, pressing out the con- 
tents of ; b. of representing, uttering, or manifest- 
ing (thoughts, meanings, etc.). Now gerundial. 

1530 Palsgr. Introd. 17 No parte of the vowel!, at his ex- 
pressyng, shulde passe forth by the rhowth. 1627 Lisander 
4* Cal. 1. 4 Pleasant beyond expressing. #1633: Donne 
Lett. (1651) 260, I cannot hope for better expressings tin 
Poems; than I have given of them. 1668 Wilkins Real 
Char. 355 The expressing of any one syllable in a word, 
with a little higher tune, and longer time then others. 1889 
Pall Mall G. 6 May 2/1 The. .expressing of seed for oils. 
Expression (ekspre*Jan). [a. F. expression , 
ad. L. expression-em , n. of action f. exprimfre : 
see Express z/.] 

I. 1, The action of pressing or squeezing out. 

1594 Plat Jewell-ho. 59 After . . the Coast-men have by 

expression . . gotten that kind of traine oyle. .from the fish. 
1626 Bacon Sylva § 633 Their Juyces . . are so fleshy, .they 
cannot make Drink by expression. 2725 Bradley Fatn. 
Diet. s. v. Plague, Separate the Vinegar from the Herbs by 
way of strong Expression. 2822 Imison Sc. Art II. 129 
Many vegetables afford essential oil by expression or by dis- I 
dilation. 1859 Tennent Ceylon II. ix. vi. 542 The crushing I 
of the coco-nut for the expression of the oil. j 

f b. concr. Something pressed or squeezed out ; j 
an expressed drink, juice, liquor, etc. Obs. 

2612 Enchirid. Med.x$ Let it bee again boyled. Then make 
a strong expression. 2626 Surfl. & Markh. Country Farme 
435 Mixe together both these expressions, letting them coole. 
2686 W. Harris tr. Lemery’s Chynt. (ed. 3) 504 Express 
through a Linen Cloth . . and let the expression settle. 

II. Representation, manifestation. Cf. Express 
v. II. 

2. a. The action of expressing or representing (a 
meaning, thought, state of things) in ^ words or 

[ symbols ,* the utterance (of feelings, intentions, 
etc.). Also, in early use; f Explicit mention; 
description (obs.). b. The action or process of 
manifesting (qualities or feelings) by action, ap- 
; pearance or other evidences or tokens; 


2460 Capgrave Citron. Bed. 2 Eldebokes. .make more ex- 
pression of thoo stories, .than I have. 1634 W. Tirwhyt 
Balzac's Lett. 48 You have now no further use of Cyphers, 
for the expression of your minde to my Lorde the Card inall, 
1647 Crashaw. Sosp. d'Hcr. xxv^The forehead’s shade, in 
grief's expression there, Is what in sign of joy a smile is 
here. 2659 Pearson Crmf (2839) 282 It behoved us to take 
notice of the Roman governor in the expression of our 
Saviour’s passion. 2856 Froude Hist. Eng. (1858 ' I. iii. 207 
To encourage the fullest expression of public feeling.. 

c. phr. Beyond, past expression^ \ within the 
compass of expression ; to seek, find expression. 

1624 Massinger Pari. Love v. i, This is cruelty Beyond 
expression. 2665 Sir T. Herbert Trav. (1677) 17 The 
greatest peace of barbarity within the compas of expres- 
sion. 2667 Milton P. L. in. 592 The place he found 
beyond expression bright 1700 Dryden Theodore <$• //. 
384 The unhappy man. .who past expression loved. *830 
Tennyson ^ deline i, Faintly smiling Adeline, .beyond ex- 
pression fair. 2870 Max M uller Sc. Relig. (2873) 218 Some 
of the fundamental ideas that found expression in the ancient 
systems of faith and worship. 2878 M. A. Brown Nadeschda 
44 Bom in love’s own heaven Was all that sought expression. 
8 . quasi-mw. a. An utterance, declaration, 
representation, b. An action, state, or fact 
whereby some quality, feeling, etc., is manifested ; 
a sign, token. (Now only const, of). 

a. 2634 Habington Castara (Arb.) 134 Vou’le. .hate th’ 
expressions of your heart, a 2649 Chas. I. Wks. 206 Who 
have.. made most real expressions to prevent the present 
Distractions. 2665 Manley Grot ins' Low C. Warres 898 
King Philips expressions were not written in Latine or 
French, but in the Spanish Tongue. 1724 Ockley in Lett . 
Lit. Men (Camden) 350 Upon the account of an unguarded 
expression. 2873 Jowett Plato (ed. 2) III. 256 Your words 
. .are the very expression of my own feelings. 

b. a 1628 Preston New Covt. (1634) 385 That fearfult- 

nesse at Mount Sinai, was but only an expression of the 
feare which [etc.]. 1669 W, Holder Speech 5 Common life 
is full of this kind of significant Expressions, by Knocking, 
Beckoning, F ro wning . . and the like. 1734 *$*<• Jrnl. 2 

May 4 3 A Conference on their [the Passions’] general and 
particular Expressions. 1816 Mackintosh Bacon 4* Locke 
Wks. 1846 I. 336 To render theory the simple expression of 
facts. 2836 J Gilbert Chr. A tonem. viii. 308 The death 
of Christ was the expression of Divine love. 2878 Huxley 
Physiogr. 222 Every change in the form and size of the 
growing plant is simply the expression of the mode of growth. 

f c. Nonce-use. To become expression : to be- 
come a byword, or proverbial type of something. 

c 1634 W. Cartwright Ordinary m. iii. in Hazl. Dodsley 
XII. 262 Mean. Let me be More miserable than Littleworth. 
Jane. Is he become expression ? 

4. Manner or means of representation in lan- 
guage ; wording, diction, phraseology. 

2628 Wither Brit. Remewb. 11. 18 Such a plaine Expres- 
sion, to acquire, That ev'ry one my meaning may discerne. 
2669 W. Holder Speech 5 The variety of instructive Ex- 
pressions by speech, wherewith Man. .is endowed, .for the 
communication of his thoughts. 2709 Pope Ess. Crit . 317 
Expression is the dress of thought, 1738 Birch Milton l. 
78 Stuffed with gawdy Metaphors and Fancy, far more Ex- 

f ression than Matter. 273 7 Gray Let. Poemis (1775) 252, 

. . mean by expression . . the whole dress, fashion, and ar- 
rangement of a thought. 2859 Geo. Eliot A . Bede 7 Gyp 
..gave a short bark., he had not a great range of ex- 
pression. 1887 Pall Mall G. 28 Feb. 12/2 It is not merely 
the authors of books who should study right expression, 
b. A word, phrase, or form of speech. 

2646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. hi. xviii. 153 His eyes 
were dimme . . calrgarunt oculi, saxth Jerom, .which are ex- 
pressions of diminution, and not of absolute privation, a 2662 
Fuller Worthies (1840) II. 542 The Scripture expression, 
* From Dan to Beersheba 2749 Fielding Tom Jones xvnt. 
iii, Having left Mr. Miller a little while to chew the cud (if 
I may use that expression). 2886 Froude Oceana i. 7 Am- 
biguous expressions were explained away when challenged, 
t e. A designation, descriptive title. Obs. 

<22632 Donne On Transl. Ps, Wks, 1839 .VI. 562 Eternal 
God, for whom whoever dare Seek new expressions, do the 
circle square. 

d. Alg. A collection of symbols together ex- 
pressing an algebraical quantity. 

1796 Hutton Math. Diet. I. 460/2 The expression, ,20b. 
1807 — Course Math. II. 294 When the given Fluxional 
Expression is in this Form, .namely, a Fraction. 2842 J. R. 
Young Math. Dissert. Pref. 3 The analytical expression for 
the radius of curvature. # 2871 B. Stewart Heat § 51 We 
have obtained an expression tor the difference in pressure. 

5. a. Of the countenance, voice, or (occas.) atti- 
tude, etc. : Capacity or fact of expressing feeling 
or character ; expressive quality, b. The aspect 
(of the countenance), intonation (of the voice) as 
indicating a state of feeling. 

a. 2774 Goldsm. Nat. Hist. (1776) II. 93 The parts of the 
head which give the least expression to the face, are the ears. 
2779 J. Moore View Soc. Fr. II. li. 23 There is more ex- 
pression in the countenances of French women. 2834 Med- 
wiN Angler in Wales II. 175 His eyes possessing wonderful 
fire and expression. 2842 Miss Mitford in L'Estrange Life 
III. ix. 156 A want., of shifting shadow — of that transition 
which is as expression to a lovely face. 2847 JL Hunt Jar 
Honey x. 232 Infusing a soul into the features of nature, as 
expression lights up a beautiful countenance. 

b. 1830 E. Porter Analysis (ed. 3} Introd., The name- 
less and ever varying shades of expression which real pathos 
gives to the voice. 2830 DTsraeli Chas. /, III. vi. 211 The 
countenance whose peculiar expression afterwards was so 
faithfully . .transmitted to us. 2834 Pringle Afr. Sk. iii. 158 
The peculiar expression of the^ sound, .instantly undeceived 
me. i860 Tyndall Glac. 1, xi. 7 An expression of fatigue 
stamped upon his countenance. 2865 Dickens Mut. Fr. 
1, vi, ‘ Cant I ! ’ said Abbey, with infinite expression. 

6. Fine Arts. a. In Painting and Sculpture: 
The fact or way of expressing character, senti- 
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rcient) action, etc. Also (rarely) a feature intended 
for expression. . 

1715 J. Richardson Tit. Paint. 86 Passerotto has drawn 
a Christ’s Head as going to be Crucified, the Expression of 
which is marvellously fine. Ibid. 99 Robes, or other Maries 
of. .a Profession .. are Historical Expressions common in 
Portraits. 1768 W. Gilpin Ess. Prints 79 There is more 
expression both in action and feature, than was ever perhaps 
shewn in so small a compass.^ 1816 J. Scott Vis. Paris 253 
Raphael’s feeling for expression was probably the most in- 
tense feeling ever bestowed on a human being. 1856 Ruskin 
Mod. Paint. III. iv. iii. § 19 The chief masterpieces of 
Expression which the world possesses are small pictures by 
Angelico. 

to. In Music. The manner of performance (with 
respect, e.g. to degrees of loudness or softness) 
suited to bring out the feeling of a musical passage. 
^ 1773 Barrington in Phil. Trans. LXIII. 288 Expression 
is wanting, without which music is so languid and inanimate. 
*797 Mrs. Radcj.iffe Italian i, Which she touched with 
most affecting and delicate expression. 1864 Miss Braddon 
N. Dunbar xx i> She played with, brilliancy, and, what is 
much rarer, with expression. 

7 . attrib. in expression-mark ( Music ), a sign 
or word indicative of the desired kind of expres- 
sion ; expression-stop, in the Harmonium, a 
stop by which the performer is enabled to vary 
the pressure of the air and thus produce expres- 
: sion. 

.1880 Grove Diet. Music s.v. Harmonium , The Expression 
stop is used, by which the air reservoir is cut off and the 
pressure made to depend entirely upon the management of 
the bellows. 

Expressional (ekspre-Jonal), a. [f. prec. + 
-al.] Of or pertaining to expression : a. in lan- 
guage; b. with reference to the countenance ; e. 
in the fine arts, esp. painting, etc. 

a. 1803 W. Taylor in Monthly Mag. XVL 221 The 
Conscious display of expressional skill and the anxious 
elaboration of a style freaked with allusions. 1873 F. Hale 
Mod. Eng. 36 The verbal and expressional solecisms which 
disfigure our literature. 

b. 1867 Bushnell Mor. Uses Dark Tk. 285 Bearing the 
expressional stamp of man. 

0 . • 1856 Ruskin Mod. Paint. III. iv. iii. §9 Hunt’s Light 
of the World, is, .the most perfect instance of expressional 
purpose with technical power. 1861 Sat. Rev . XI. 584/2 
There is some expressional force here. 
.Expressionist (ekspre-janist). [f. as' prec. + 
- 1 ST.] An artist whose work aims chiefly at ‘ ex- 
pression \ Also attrib. 

1850 Tail's Mag. XVII. 394/2 The expressionist school of 
modem painters. 1880 Papers Munch. Lit. Club VI. 184 
The expressionists . .who undertake to express special emo- 
tions, or passions. 

Expressionless • (ekspre jbiiles), a. [f. as 
prec. + -less.] 

1- Of the features, voice, etc. Destitute of ex- 
pression ; giving no indication of character, feel- 
ing, etc. ; inexpressive. Const, of. 

1831 Wilson in Blackw. Mag. XXIX. 301 An image as 
expressionless as the block on which his own buzz-wig was 
trimmed. 1859 H.^ Kingsley G. Hamlyn 1 . xiii. 184 He 
was a small man, with an impenetrable, expressionless face. 
1864 Crowdy Ck. Choirmaster 53 Monotonic recitation is 
more expressionless than reading in the ordinary voice. 
1870 Dickens E . Dread ix. So expressionless of any 
approach to spontaneity were his face and manner. 

• b. Expressing nothing, conveying no meaning. 

kSjr Tylor Prim. Cult. L 215 But it may.. become by 
wear of sound and shift of sense an expressionless symbol. 

2. That finds no expression. 

18x9 Shelley Cenci nr. L 214 A wrong. Which, though it 
be expressionless, is such As asks atonement. 

Hence Expressionlessly adv. Expre*ssion- 
lessness, the state or condition of being destitute 
of expression, want of expression. 

1865 Cornh. Mag. Aug. 225 Faces . . expressive of ‘ex- 
pressionlessness ’. 1876 G. Meredith Beauch. Career III, 
xii. 227 Rosamund eyed her husband expressionlessly. 1888 
W. C. Russell Death Ship III, > 3 Faces whose ex- 
pressionlessness forbade your comparing them to sleeping 
dreamers. 

Expressive (ekspre-siv), a. Also 5 expressif. 
[a. F. expressif f -ive, ad. L. type *expresstv-u$ t f. 
exprimere : see Express v. and -ive.] 

1 1* Tending to press out or expel. Oh. 

£-2400 Zanfranc’s Cirurg. z 37 (MS. A.) pat oile haj> a 
vertu expressif. .bi pe vvhiche. .akpis ben swagid. . 

2., Of or pertaining to, or concerned with, ex- 
pression ; having the function of expressing. 

. 1747 Collins Passions 16 Each, for Madness ruled the 
Hour, Would prove his own .expressive Pow’r. 1764 Reid 
Inquiry iv. § 2. 1x8 The best judge in all the expressive 
arts. 1891 J. Jastrow in Educational Rev. I. 262 The 
receptive powers are in advance of the expressive ones. 

3. Serving to express, indicate, or represent. 

1711 Shaftesb. Ckarac.v t. i. (1737) III. 355 A situation ex- 
pressive of Suspence and Doubt. 1794 &. Williams Ver- 
mont 378 Tables expressive of this diurnal variation. 1802 
Mar. Edgeworth Moral T. (1S16) I. 222 An air of dignity, 
which seemed expressive of conscious innocence. 1873 
Earle Philol. Eng. Tongue § 490 This has a rhetorical use 
ressive of contempt. 

. Full of expression, a. Of a word, phrase, or 
symbol : Expressing its meaning with striking ac- 
curacy or force. Formerly also of a statement: 
Explicit, b. Of the countenance, voice, actions, 
works of art : Characterized by expression. 
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' a. 2690 J. -Harrington Def. Rights Univ. Qxf. Pref., 
The Pnvifedges of this University have been in so.. ex- 
pressive words granted to our Predecessors. 1712 P. H. 
View two last Par Us. 141 This Clause they would have had 
more expressive. 27x2-4 Pope Rape Lock in. 40 Four 
fair Queens whose hands sustain a flow’r, Th’ expressive 
emblem of their softer pow’r. 2859 Athmsemu 23 July 
1 13 The expressive term of Bung, as signifying a public- 
house landlord. 2884 Church Bacon Lx. 223 His Latin .. 
is si nguiarly forcible an d expressive. 

b. _ 2718 Lady M. W. Montague Lett . II. 1 . 69 The ex- 
pressive beauty of that face and bosom gives all the passion 
of pity and admiration. 2747 Ld. G. Lyttelton M onody to 
Lady xi, Through her expressive eyes her soul distinctly 
spoke. 2768 W. Gilpin Ess. Prints 70 He engraves with 
a noble, firm, expressive line. 2833 Ht. Martineau Ire- 
land ii. 29 'The Italian gentleman . . used ail ^expressive 
gesture. 2847 James J. Marston Hall vii, His counten- 
ance was a very expressive one. 1851 D. Wilson Preh. 
Ann . II. rv. viii. 452 The most expressive features of every 
style of Gothic architecture. 1864 Pr. Alice Let. 22 Jan. 
m Biog. Sk. <$- Lett. (1884166 Baby is so expressive, she 
makes such a face when she is not pleased. 

5. Of a person : Open or emphatic in express- 
ing (sentiments). Const, of. rare. 

2601 Shaks, Alls Welt 11. L 54 Vse a more spacious cere- 
monie to the Noble Lords-. be more expressiue to them. 
2658 Jer. Taylor Let. in 12th Rep. Hist. MSS. Comm. 
App. v. 5 Her.. love and veneration to your Ladiship ; in 
which she is so . . expressive. 2825 Lamb Let. to ^ Wordszo. 
95 We felt as we had been not enough expressive of our 
pleasure. 

f 6. Expressing itself in action ; tending to out- 
ward manifestation. Obs. 

1627-77 Feltham Resolves 1. lxxxvi. 134 Solomon’s good 
man, is merciful to his Beast, nor take I this to be only in- 
tentional ; but expressive. 2639 F. Robarts Gods Holy Ho. 
viii. 58 Expressive holinesse is the outward manifestation of 
the former, by the words of our mouthes. 1747 Gould 
Eng. Ants 30 There is such a strong expressive Affection 
imprinted on them towards the Eggs. 

f7. quasi-<2<^. So as to be plainly exhibited; 
manifestly, visibly. Ohs. 

2718 Prior Solomon 11, 745 Golden sayings.. On large 
phylacteries expressive writ. 

Expressively (ekspre - sivli), adv. [f. prec. + 
-hY 2 .] In an expressive manner; with expressive 
significance. *}* Formerly also, In respect of (prac- 
tical) expression (obs.). 

1627-47 Feltham Resolves n. Ixxxii. 424 We seldom find 
the ignorant man honest ; if he be mentally, yet he failes 
expressively. 1640 G. Watts tr. Bacon' s Adv. Learn, n. 
xiii. 214 Nature, .is most expressively set forth with a 
biformed body. 1762 Sterne Let. 19 Mar., A gentleman. . 
has taken it (portrait] most expressively. 2800 M rs. Hervey 
Mourtray Fam. III. 124 Emma fixed her eyes expressively 
on her; fathe,r. 1858 Froude Hist. Eng. IV. 248 The clerk 
of the prison [was sent] to a place expressively called ‘ Little 
Ease,’ 

Expressiveness (ekspre*sivnes). [f. as prec. 
4 - -ness.] The quality of being expressive. 

1655 Fuller Ck. Hist. v. iv, § 39 Our English tongue was 
not improved to that expressivenesse whereat at this day it 
is arrived. 1697 Dryden Virg. Georg. (1721) I. 209 The 
Murrain at the end [of the third Georgic] has all the Ex- 
pressiveness that Words can give. 1712 J. Greenwood Eng. 
Gram. 282 This praxis is to show the peculiar force or ex- 
pressiveness of a great many single words. 2752 Butler 
Serm. Wks. 1874 II. 324 We should study what St. James, 
with wonderful., expressiveness, calls meekness of wisdom. 
2812 Examiner xt May 301/2 A song.. composed.. in a 
style of great expressiveness and insinuation. 2883 A. 
Roberts Old 'Pest. Rev is. vi. 234 Passages of rich ex- 
pressiveness occur. 

Expressivo, bad form of Espressivo. 

1823 in Grabs Technol. Diet. ; and in mod. Diets. 

Expressless (ek?pre-sles), a. arch. [f. Ex- 
press a . 4 — less,] That cannot be expressed; 
inexpressible. 

2586 Marlowe 1st Pt. Tamburl. v. ii, Of our expressless 
bann’d inflictions. 1704 D’Urfey Abradatus # Panthia 
L 23 Whilst, my verse you read Reflect on joys expressless 
that proceed, i860. Ld. Lytton Lucile 11. 1. xi. Thou art 
An expressless and imageless truth in the heart. 

Expressly (ekspre*sli), adv . [f. Express v. 
+ -ly^.] In an express manner. 

1. f a. In early u?e : In full detail (obs.). b. In 
direct or plain terms ; dearly, explicitly, definitely, 
f c. With distinct enunciation (obs.). 

r 1380 Wyclif Serm. Sel. Wks. II. 225 Treubis pat ben 
more nedeful ben writun here more expresly. 2447 Boren* 
ham Seyntys (Roxb.) 13, I wolde compyle A clere descryp- 
cyoun ful expressely Of alle hyr feturys. 1509 Hawes 
past. Pleas* xiv. ix. The pamflete shewith it expressely. 
2552 Robinson tr. More’s Utop. n. lArb.) 156 The people. . 
rehearse solempne prayers in woordes expreslye pro- 
nounced. 1623 Shaks. Hen. VIII, in. ii. 235 Who dare 
crosse ’em. Bearing the Kings will from his mouth ex- 
pressely? 2672 Milton P. R. n. 3 Him whom they heard 
so late expressly call’d Jesus. 1755 Young Centaur i. Wks. 
1757 IV. 126 .■■■AH which the Scriptures have expressly 
delivered as catholic truths. 1848 C . Bronte J. Eyre xvix, 
She must not . . think of venturing . . unless expressly sent 
for* 1848 Mill Pol. Econ. Prelim. Rem. 2 It was assumed, 
either expressly or tacitly, that wealth consisted solely of 
money. 189a Law Times XCII. 258/1 If the backer in- 
tends to retain the power of revoking the authority . . he 
must expressly say so. 
f2. Avowedly, directly. Obs. 

1393 Gower Coif. I. 357 For this may every man well wtte, 
That bothe kinde and lawe write Expressely stonden there 
ayein. 2656 Bramhall Replic. v. 205 Whom doe the 
Conclave chuse? An uniuersall Pastor? No but expressely a 
Bishop of Rome, a 2699 Stilungfl, (J.), The beginning of 


the worship of images in these western parts, was. .expressly 
against the will of their own bishop. 

1 3. Of resemblance: Exactly. Cf. Express 

a. 1 . Obs. 

2643 Milton A pel. Smect. (1851) 285 The child doth .. 
expresly refigure the visage of his Father. 

4. Distinctly, positively. 

2526 Pilgr. Per/. tW. de W. 1531I 75, I rede not that 
wlian the serpent came to lempte ber[Eue] she was doynge 
ony thynge expresly good. ^ 1586 A. Day Eng. Secretary 1. 
{16251 68 There be some things that are expresly good in 
themselves or expresly evill. 1768 W. Gilpin Ess. Prints 
174 Some of his [Hogarth’s] other pieces, are expressly of 
this humourous kind. 

5. For the express purpose ; ‘ on purpose \ 

1607 Shaks. Timon 11. ii. 32, I Am sent expressely. 2659 
B. Harris ParivaCs Iron Age 08 Felton, who went ex- 
presly out of Holland, to sacrifice him [Buckingham] to the 
hatred of the People. 1774 Pennant Tour Scot, in 1772, 77 
Went, .expressly to free the country from moroders. 2879 
M. Arnold Irish Cathol. Mixed Ess. 102 The Queen’s 
Colleges invented expressly for Ireland. 

Expressman (ekspre*sm&n). [f. Express 
sb 1 3 + Man.] A man employed in receiving and 
delivering parcels, etc. ; esp. an employe of one of 
the V. S. express companies. 

2847 H. D. Thoreau Let, in A tlantic Monthly (1892) 
LXIa. 744 Munroe. .tells the expressman that all is right 
2858 Homans Cycl. Comm. 644 The ‘expressman* is only 
an improvement upon the * common carrier 2884 A. Wain- 
weight i n Harper's Mag. July 270/1 We stand in a crowd 
of. .hack-drivers and expressmen on_ the New York side. 
2889 Farmer Americanisms 229/2 William l’. Harnden was 
the first expressman, and he began his business in 2837. 

t Expre'ssment. Obs. rare-', [f. Express 
ZL- r-MENT.] The action or fact of expressing. 

2494 Fabyan Chron . v. cxxxvii. 123 As shall appere.. 
whan the tyme conuenyent of the expressement of them 
shall come. 

Expressness (ekspre*sne.s). [f. FJxpress a . + 
-ness.] The quality or state of being express ; 
clearness, definiteness, exactness. 

1645 J. Goodwin Innoc. Triumph. 21 It was nothing but 
what in expressness and plainness of words was required of 
them, a 2680 Glanvill Serm. ix. J1681 361 Heathens. . had 
not the knowledge of God’s law. .in the fulness and express- 
ness of it. 1877 H. A. Page De Qnincey L x. 3 What he 
said of Lamb may with far greater expressness be applied to 
himself. 

t Expre*ssure. Obs. [f. L. express - ppl. 
stem of exprimere + -ERE: cf. Pressure ] The 
action of expressing; *=* Expression in various 
senses, a. ~ Expression 1 : also the operation 
of a force pressing outwards ; outward pressure, 

b. Expression by words or signs ; manifestation, 
description, c. An image, picture ; cf. Express 
sb. 2 . 

a. 2656 tr. Hobbes' Elem. Philos. (1839) 334 And this 
expressure, when the forces are equal, is in a line perpen- 
dicular to the bodies pressing. 2713 Derham Phys. Theol. 
iv. viii. 163 A good Contrivance, .to afford a due expressure 
of it [mucilage] at all times. 2850 H. H. Wilson tr. Rig- 
veda I. 6 note, The acid Asclipias , . yields to expressure 
a copious milky juice. 

b. 1601 Shaks. Twel. N. 11. iii. 172 By, .the expressnreof 
his eye.. he shall finde himselfe most feelingly personated. 
2606 — Tr.Sf Cr. iii. iii. 204 There is a mysterie . . in the soule 
of State ; Which hath an operation more diuine, Than 
breath or pen can giue expressure to, 1671 Flavel Fount. 
Life v. 14 These high expressures of His Love. 2682 
Right. Man's Ref. 246 The .. more comprehensive Promises 
are found in the general expressures of the Covenant. 

C. 1598 Shaks. Merry W. v. v. 72 Th’ expressure that it 
beares 1 Greene let it be. 

Exp rime, var. form of Expreme. Sc. 

tE'sprobrate, V. Obs. Also 6~9 exprobate, 
[f. L. exprobrat- ppl. stem of exprobrdre to make 
a matter of reproach, f. ex- (see Ex- pref 1 ) -i- pro- 
brum shameful deed. The variant exprobate ap- 
pears to arise from association w ith reprobate \ cf. 
It. esprobare.J 

+ 1. To make (a thing) a subject of reproach ; 
to ‘ cast in one’s teeth.’ Of a thing : To manifest 
to a person’s shame. Const to, unto, or dat. Obs. 

*543 Grafton Contn. Harding 438 He myght. . exprobrate 
vnto hyin the pleasures he had done for. by m* 2580 
Sidney Arcadia 111. (15901 248 His service.. did exprobate 
. .unto her, her unworthy estate, 1583 Fulke Defence xvii. 
510 You exprobrate to us our knowledge in the tongues. 
1604 Parsons 3rd Pt. Three Convers. Eng. 136 Expro- 
bratinge vnto them that they did honour the Crosse, a 2643 
W. Cartwright Siege n. vi, He Shall . . avoid Thy sight, 
as somthing that doth exprobrate His sins unto him. a 2670 
Hacket Cent. Serm. <26751 249 Hermolaus . . exprobrates 
him that he was violently made away. 

b. with the personal object unexpressed. 

# 1582 N. T. (’Rhem.l Mark xvi. 14 He exprobrated their 
incredulity and hardness of hart, c 2620 Women Saims 
(2886) 240 Which he reputing and exprobating to be impo- 
tencie of spirite. 2646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. nr. xxv. 
§ 3. 173 To exprobrate their Stupiditie, he induceth the 
providence of Storkes. 2665 Manley Grotius* Lmv-C. 
Warres 738 There were some that stuck not to exprobrate; 
the divulsions of Ireland. 

He. = Reprobate, nonce-use. 

1867 M usgrave Nooks 4- Corners I. 333 One can hardly 
sufficiently exprobate the. .officiousness of Carreaux. 

2. To reproach. 1 a person). Const, with. 

2630 R. Johnson's Kingd. <$* Commie. 102 The Venetians. 
. .have not spared to exprobrate us with the nick-name of 
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^fsoreEnglese. l6 3 8 Con/ vil. (16571 159 Many a 

railing Doeg began to exprobrate and deride the Penitents. 

Hence f E*xprobrating ppl. a., that reproaches, 
reproachful. 

1673 Lady's Cal Lx. § 3. 22 Least hereafter they fall under 
the same exprobratmg remembrance with the rich man in 
the Gospel. 1675 Art Contentm . m. § 18. iqi That ex- 
probrating complaint we find in the Prophet. 

Exprobration (ekspwbr^jbn), arch. Also 
6 ©xprobracion, -cyon, 6 8 exprobation, [ad. 
L. exprobrdtidn-em, n. of action f. exprobrdre : see 
Exprobrate.] 

+ 1 . The action of 4 exprobratmg’, upbraiding, or 
speaking reproachfully ; an instance of this. Obs. 

1536 Ptlgr. Per/. (W. de W. 1531) i 7 Kemembrynge .to 
the exprobracyon and reproue of god, the potage potte 
..in Egypte % 1577 Fenton Gold. Epist. 337 To exacte 
recompence, is a manifest exprobation of benefits receiued. 
2635 Pagitt Christ ianogr. 203 His [St. Paul's] commemora- 
tion is an exprobration to the Corinthians of their neglect 
of him. 2705 J. Philips Blenheim 121 Exprobrations false 
Of cowardice, a 1843 Southey Doctor 118491 380 Utter- 
ing the words exultantly, not in exprobration. 
b. Rhet. (see quot . \ 

*753 Chambers Cycl. S itpp. , Exprobration, .in rhetoric, is 
the reproaching a person with ingratitude, and unmindful- 
ness of some particular benefit conferred upon him. 

C. That which acts as a reproach, or serves the 
purpose of reproaching. 

1680 Sir W. Waller Div. Medit. (1839) 150 This sun-set 
..is to me an exprobration. 1682 Norris H Erodes 66 If 
any throw him something by way of alms, that aggravates 
his discontent as an exprobation of his poverty. 

2 . A reproachful or upbraiding utterance; re- 
proachful language. 

1549 Latimer 6th Semi. be/ Edw. VI (Arb.) 167 He hath 
stirred vp the people to persecute it wyth exprobacions and 
slaunderous wordes. a 1600 Hooker Eccl. Pol. vi. 320 The 
ears of the accused [are] not always subject to glowing with 
contumely and exprobration. 1693 South Serm. (1697) I. 
127 A denial with scorn, with taunting exprobrations. 1877 
R. W, Dixon Hist. Ch. Eng. I. ii. 143 This weak exprobra- 
tion [protest against the Anti-Papal statutes] itself was the 
last instrument of an English primate [Warham] who died 
legate of the Apostolic See. 

t Bxpro*torative, a. Obs. [f. Exprobrate 
+ -IVE.J Expressing reproach, reproachful. 

1613 SHERLEY Trav. Persia 132 All benefites loosing much 
of their splendor, .that doebeare with them an exprobrative 
ierme of necessitie. 

t Expro*bratory, a. Obs. [f. as prec. + -oby.] 
Serving to upbraid or reproach. 

1586 A. Day Eng. Secretary 11. (1625') 31 To use this ex- 
probratory manner of writing, .shall not be amisse. i860 
Worcester cites Mackenzie. 
ii Ex professo (eks pmfe-sa), phr. [L. ex out of 
+ profess-d , abl. of profess-us professed, pa. pple. of 
profiteri to avow publicly, f. pro before + fateri to 
avow.] Professedly, by profession. 

1823 in Crabb Technol. Diet. 

Expromission (ekspmmijen). Civil Law. 
[ad. mod.L. exprom issidn-em, n. of action f. ex- 
promittcTe : see next Cf. Fr. expromission.] (See 
quot. ; and cf. next). 

__ 1818 Colebrooke Treat. Oblig. ty Contracts I. 208 The 
intervention of a new debtor, substituted for the former one, 
who is, in consequence, discharged by the creditor. . has been 
termed expromission. 1875 Pqste Gains m. Comm. 399. 
Expromissor (ekspremrso.i). Civil Law. Also 
8 expromissar. [a. L. expromissor , agent-n. f. 
expromittere to promise to pay, f. ex- (see Ex- 
pref 1 ) + promittere to Promise.] One who pro- 
mises to pay ; spec, one who unconditionally under- 
takes the debt of another, so as to become the 
principal debtor in his stead ; distinguished from 
a ‘ surety ■ or ‘ bail \ 

1693 S. Lobb Let. Dr. Bates 12 You distinguish between 
the Covenant of Grace, and the Covenant of Redemption, 
and grant Christ to be a Surety in the One and an Expro- 
missor in the other. 1775 Ash, Expromissar. 1818 Cole- 
brooke Treat. Oblig. § Contracts I. 211 The ex-promissor, 
who is to undertake the debt. 1875 Poste Gains hi. Comm, 
(ed. 2) 406 A, woman does not, like an Expromissor, discharge 
a pre-existing obligation. 

t Expro*priate, ///. a. Obs. rare- 1 . In 5 
expropriate [ad. late L. expropriat-us , pa. pple. 
of expropridre : see next.] * Expropriated. In 
quot. : Debarred from owning property. 

<71449 Pecock Repr. 478 Religiouns. .in which is vow of 
wilful and expropriat poverte. . 

Expropriate (ekspr<?u*pri r ^t), v. [f. late L. 
expropriat - ppl. stem of expropridre to deprive of 
property, f. ex- + proprium property, neut. oipro- 
prius own : see Proper. Cf. Fr. exproprierd] 

1 . tram . To dispossess (a person) of owner- 
ship ; to deprive of property. Const, from. 

Now chiefly to deprive of property either wholly or in part, 
for the public use, usually with provision of compensation. 

1611 Cotgr., Exproprii, expropriated. 1852 Grote Greece 
11. lxxix. X. 466 All those proprietors had been., expropriated. 
1875 J . H. Bennet Winter Medit 11. xiiL 480 The Govern- 
ment gives. ,a power to expropriate the owner of the land 
required. 1881 Macm. Mag. XLIV. 132 To expropriate 
the owners from their estates must be a very bitter pill. 

2 . t a. To put (a thing) out of one’s own control 
(obs.). b. To take out of the owner’s hands. 

*660 Boyle [see Expropriated ppl. a.]. 1775 in Ash. i88x 


Daily Tel. . 14 Feb,, A corner of the garden, .was 1 expropri- 
ated* by Baron Haussman for the purpose of widening the 
Rue Lafayette. 1884 Contemp. Rev. Oct. §18 The State . . 
expropriates private property for public utility. 

Hence Expropriated///, a. 

1660 Boyle Seraph. Loren i. (1700) 29 When you have.Re- 
sign’d, or rather Consign’d your expropriated Will to God. 
1889 1 Tall Mall G. 4 June 2/3 The wrath of the expropri- 
ated exploiteurs is extreme. 

Expropriation (ekspr^mprij^jon). [n. of ac- 
tion L late L. expropridre : see Expropriate, Cf. 
Fr. expropriation;] The action of expropriating. 

fa, The action of giving up one’s whole pro- 
perty. Also the action of giving up control of. 
tb. Removal from the ownership or dominion of. 
c. The action of depriving (a person) of property ; 
deprivation ; an instance of this. d. The action 
of taking (property) out of the owner s hands (esp. 
by public authority) ; an instance of this. 

. a* c 1449 Pecock R cpr. v. v. 505 Ech religioun . . in which 
is vow of expropriacioun. 1648 W. Mountague Devout Ess. 
1. xix. § 2. 342 The expropriation of our Reason. 

b* 1626 T. H, tr. Cans sin's Holy Crt 353 Poverty of 
affection, is an expropriation from the inordinate loue of 
terrene goods. 

C. 1848 Mill Pol. Econ. n, x. § 1 A complete expropriation 
of the higher classes in Ireland. 1877 Wallace Russia lx. 
142 The expropriation of the peasantry or small landholders. 

d. 1878 Lady Herbert tr. Hiihner's Ramble in. i. 460 
The construction of public buildings, or expropriations, or 
sanitary improvements, ‘ 1880 T9 th Cent . Nov. 774 Compul- 
sory expropriation of property in towns. 1889 Times 20 Nov. 
5/5 The expropriation of the railways. 

Expropriator (ekspm»-pri,^ tsi). [agent-n. 
f. expropridre : see Expropriate.] One who ex- 
propriates. Const, of. 

1869 Daily News 28 Apr., The expropriators of the national 
will. 1879 S. B. Gould Germany II. 268 The expropriator 
will be himself expropriated. 

Expuate, var. of Exspuate, Obs. 

+ Exptrgn, v. Obs. Also 5-7 expugne. [ad. 
OF. expugn- er, ad. L. expugn- are to take by storm, 
f. ex- out + pugndre to light, f. pugna a fight.] 

1. traris. To capture by fighting; to take by 
storm. 

1432-50 tr. Higden (Rolls' I. 187 Kynge Alexander ged- 
rede his hoste, intendenge to expugne alle the worlde. 1555 
Eden Decades 316 The sayde Admiral! attempted to expugne 
the Hand. 1599 Hayward xst Pt ■ Hen. 1V > 103 Nabuchad- 
nezzar. .oppugned Hierusalem a long time, and at the last 
expugned it. 1635 N. R. tr. Camden’s Hist. Elis. n. xii. 107 
Dunbritton should be expugned. a 1640 Jackson Creed xi. 
xxxv. Wks. XL iox They.. use it as a fort.. till they can 
watch an opportunity for expugning a better. 

Crowley Soph. Dr. W atson £1.84 Which. . many have 
assaulted and oppugned with such direct scriptures . . that 
it is by them expugned, and can not be by you propugned. 
1579 Twyne Phisicke agst. Fortune 11. xiii. 184 a, By a 
golden showre of rayne Danaes virginitie was expugned. 
1612-5 Bp. Hall Contempt N. T. iv. x. That their con- 
joined forces might expugn that gracious ear. 

b. In weaker sense : To assault, attack, storm. 
1407 Exam. IV. Thorpe in Arb. Gamer VI. 91 They en- 
force them to expugn the freedom of Holy Church. 1554 
Bradford in Strype Cranmer n. 196 Matters expugned by 
the Papists. 1582 N. T. (RherrU Gal. i. 23 He. .doth now 
evangelize the faith which sometime he expugned. 1657 
Earl Monm. tr. Panda’s Pol. Disc . 159 Solyman. .wasted 
so much time in expugning the strong Hold of Buda as it 
proved the safety of that Country. 

2. To overcome or expel by force of arms; to 
vanquish, overpower. 

1563-87 Foxe A. Sf M. (1596) 244 The pope, .stirred up. . 
the young French king., to expugne and extinguish these 
Albigenses his enimies. Ibid (1641 ) III. 666 They could not 
expugne him by arguments or disputation. 1610 Barrough 
Meth. Physick. vm. (1639) 439 Cancre, and Elephantiasis, 
which diseases do expugne gentle medicines. 1628 Hobbes 
Thucyd. (1822) 41 Lest making them desperate we make them 
also harder to expugne. 1674 Josselyn Voy. New Eng. 48 
This assertion is not expugned ^ by Geocentricks. 1699 
Evelyn Acetaria 90 The Nasturtia are. .the most effectual 
agents in conquering and expugning that cruel Enemy. 
Hence f Expu*gned ppl. a. f Sxptrgner, one 
who takes by storm. + SxpirgiLin^ vbl. sb. 

1598 Marlowe Hero $ L. in. Wks. (Rtldg.) 292/1 So far’d 
fair Hero in th’ expugned fort Of her chaste bosom. 1608 
Chapman Byron's Conspir. Plays 1873 II. 190 He will 
prooue Of the yet taintlesse fortresse of Byron A quick Ex- 
pugner. 1589 Warner Alb. Eng. (1612) 330 The reuengeful 
flames of Troy, .had perfected the more than Ten yeares 
Siege of the Grecians expugning of the same. 1657 Tomlin- 
son Renou's Disp. 128 The expugning of several affections. 

f Exptrguable, a. Obs. [a. OF. exploitable, 
ad. L. exptigndhilis, f. expugnare : see Expugn.] 
That may be taken by force, conquered, or overcome. 

1570 in Levins Manip. 1586 A. Day Eng. Secretary 11. 
(1625) 37 An expugnable wickednesse. 2625 Purchas Pil- 
grims 11. 1213 Syracon tooke an expugnable Fort. 1765 
Hist. Europe in Ann. Reg. 12/2 A place which no art was 
requisite to defend, though a great deal to take in if at all 
expugnable. 

t Expirgnance. Obs. rare- 1 * [f. Expugn + 
-ance.j Storming (of a city), conquest. 

<ri6ix Chapman Iliad vm. 247 Grant to me Th’ expugnance 
of well-builded Troy. 

+ Eanpu'gnancy. Obs. rare- 1 * [f. Expugn + 
-ANOY.J* Opposition, conflict. 

1620 J. Wilkinson Treat Coroners $ Sheri/es 32 b, In the 
new bookes before they have expugnancy of opinion in the 
case where purgation is to be done. 


t Expxrgnat, pple. Obs, rare- 1 , [ad. L. ex~ 
pugndt-us , pa. pple. of expugnare : see Expugn.] 
Taken by storm ; conquered. 

1536 Belle xden Cron. Scot (182.x'' I. 253 Thus wes Rome 
fxnalie expugnat [printed expugnant]. 

T Expu*gnate, Obs. [f. L, expugnat- ppl. 
stem of expugnare.] tram. s=> Expugn. 

5568 C. Watson Polyb. 67 a, There began a wonderful tem- 
pest to arise, which the Carthaginian maryners espying., 
counsayled Carthalon to expugnate [mistransl. xa/x^<u, ‘ to 
double’] the promontarie Pachynus. 1625 Purchas Pil- 
grims 11. 1266 Dominieke. .had helpers with the sword to 
expugnate those which his word could not. 
f Kxpngna'tion. Obs. Also 6 expngnaeion.* 
[a. OF. explanation, ad. L. expugndtion-em, n. of 
action f. expugnare •*■■■ see Expugn.} . 

1 . The action of taking by storm ; conquest. 

2524 More in Ellis Crig. Lett, i, 88 I. 255 At Pavia 

by th’ expugnation wherof he thought to put all the rema- , 
nant in fere and drede. 1555 Eden Decades 171 The ex- ’ 
pugnation and reeouerie of the kyngedome of Granata. ' 
a 2639 Stottiswood Hist. Ch. Scot v. (1677) 270 The Regent 
intreateth..lielp for the expugnation of the Castle. 1680 
Morden Gcog. Red. Spain x76ThePhocensis. .a little before 
their Expugnation by Cyrus, 
b. Storming, assault. 

2536 Bellenden Cron. Scot (1821) I. 254 Fergus . . went 
with him to the expugnation of sindry o thir townis in I take. 
2579 Kenton Guicciard. iv. (1599) 165 To preuent that suc- 
cour by the expugnation of Bybienna. 2628 T. Gainsford 
P . Warbeck in Select Hart Misc. i 1793) 88 The worthy 
general, .cast up a strong, .battery, for the expugnation. 

2 . Subduing or expelling by force oi arms. 

2429 in Rymer Feeder a U710' X. 424 The Reduction and 
Expugnation of th’ Eretikes. 2604 T. Wright Passions 1. 
i. 5 The life of a spirituall man ought to bee imployed in the 
expugnation of these molestfull Jebusites.^ 2624 Gee Foot 
out of Snare 76 He fought a good fight, .in expugnation of 
Heresies. 2657 Tomlinson, Renou's Disp. 497 Medicaments 
for the expugnation of all diseases, 
t Expu gnative, a. Obs. rare — 1 . [f. 1 L* ex- 
pugndt-, ppl. stem of expugnare ; see Expugn and 
-ive. Cf. OF. expmgnatif -ive.] Tending to take 
by storm ; tending to drive out. 

c 1630 Jackson Creed iv. in. ix. Wks. III. 466 The ex- 
pugnative or expulsive force. 

t Expu’gnatory, a. Obs. [ad. L. expugna- 
torius conquering, f. expugnare : see Expugn.] 

a. Of weapons : Adapted for attack, offensive, 
b. Adapted for breaking down (ah argument). 

a. 2602 Bp. Barlow Dcf. Prot. Relig. 63 Weapons, both 
defensive and expugnatorie. 2693 Urquhart Rabelais m. 
Prol., Warlike Engines, expugnatorie and destructive. 
1737 Ozell Rabelais III. 212 He calls ’em Repugnatory 
Weapons, not Expugnatory. 

b. 2652 Gaule Magastrom. 180 Not with an invitatory 
operation, but an expugnatory refutation. 

Expuition, var. of Exspuition* 
t Expulsa*tion. Ohs. rare- 1 , [f. L. expuls - 
ppl. stem of expel l ere (see Expulse) + -ation. Cf. 
Pulsation.] — Expulsion. 

16x5 Crooke Body of Man 407 As attractions and expulsa- 
tions are in other parts, so it is likely they are in the heart. 

t Expxrlsative, a. Obs. [L as prec. + -ative.] 
Tending to expel or drive out ; in quot. quasi -xA 
2659 Fuller App. Inf. Innoc. 1. 20 A Defensative against, 
or expulsative of, Poyson. 

t ExpuTse, sb. Obs. rare- 1 . [L Expulsezl; 
after repulsed] An act of expelling or driving out. 

2565 Golding Ovid's Met ix. (1593) 229 Unhappie wench 
she takes from daie to daie Repulse upon expulse. 

tExpulse (eksp»’ls), V. Obs. Also 6 ex- 
poulse, -pule©, -puls. [ad. L. expulsdre, fre- 
quentative oi expellere-. see Expel. Cf. F. ex- 
pulserd] trans. A synonym of Expel ; sometimes 
expressing more strongly the notion of violence. 
Very common in the l6-i7th c. ; now Obs., 
though casual examples occur in 19th c. Const. 
from i out of; also with double obj. by omission of 
from. 

a* with obj. a person, etc. : To drive or thrust 
out from a place ; to eject, evict from a possession 
or holding ; to turn out of an office, community, 
eta Cf. Expel i a, 2. 

1432-50 tr. Higden (Rolls) I. 209 Satumus, expulsede of 
Ippiter his son, commence to the realme of I anus, made a 
■'cite, c 1500 New Not-br. Mayd in 5 Poet. Tracts (Percy 
Soc.) 37 From his thought, I that hym bought, Shall be 
expouJsed playne. ■ 2582. Lambarde Eiren. xx. iv. (1588) 
264 A Lessee for yeeres of lande, that is expulsed by force. 
2583 Stubbes Anat. Abus. 11. 49 Adam, our first parent was 
expulsed paradise. 2604 Eng. Gilds (1870) 436 He shall 
never be..expullsed [from a tenement] but by the kings 
writ. 2640 Yorke Union Hon. 40 King Edward the fourth 
. .being; . . expulsed the realme by the powerfull Earle of 
Warwicke. 1660 R. Mossom ApoLSequest. Clergy 7 Other 
Pastours were displac’t and expulst. 1725 Broome Odyssey 
III. xi. 159 note, Peleus was expuls'd from his kingdom by 
Acastus. 1842 Tails Mag. IX. 438 Unless you wish to be 
expulsed for ever from your mother’s house. 

b. with a material thing as obj. : To drive out 
by mechanical force. Of the body, its parts or 
organs : To eject, expel (the contents, any foreign 
substance, excrements, etc.). Also said of the ac- 
tion of drugs, etc. Cf. Expel i b, c. 

1542 Boorde Dyetary iv. (2870) 237 To. .expulse all corrupt 
and contagyous ayre. 1605 Bacon Adv. Learn. 11. xvii. § 9 
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The Kernel being, .expulsed with the torture and presse of 
the method©. 266a tr. Paracelsus’ A rchidoxis u. Si The 
Phlegm is expulsed by the Nostrils. 1738 Monthly Rev, 197 
Sand, gravel and ashes only were expulsed, 1823 J. B adcock 
Pom. Amman. 7$ To expulse all atmospheric air. 

C. with immaterial obj. 

1503 Fisher 7 Penlt. Ps. Wks. ir 5 Almyghty god expulsed 
synne. 1596 Edzv. Ill \ m, ii. 38 Sweet-dowering peace . % Is 
quite abandon'd and expuls'd the land- 1603 Bacon Adv. 
Leant, t, ii.§ 7 No man need doubt that learning will expulse 
business, 1767 A. Campbell Lexipli . ( 1774' 6 Expulse here- 
ditary aggregates . .which may obumbrate your intellectual 
luminaries. "[Intended as a caricature of 4 Johnsonese ’.] 

Hence Expulsed ppl. a. Expulsement = Ex- 
pulsion. Expulsiug' vbl sb. 

1603 B. Jonson Sejanns v. x. Wks. (Rtldg.) 272/2 The ex- 
pulsed Apicata, finds them there. 169s Ed. Taylor tr. 
Behmen’s Tkeos. Phil 46 The Expulsed Dragon. 

1537 Irish Acts, 2 3 Hen. VIII, c,xj 9 Such manors, .or 
other hereditaments so had by disseisin or expulsement, 

1348 Udall Eretsm. Par. Pref. 5 The expulsyng of the 
Romish e Antiehriste. 1374 tr. Littleton's Tenures 87 b, 
No expulsing of the franke tenemente of the heyre. 1378 
Banister Hist. Man v. 73 The expulcing of flegme. 1640 
Jml. Ho. Com. II, 73 The Expulsing of the Priests and 
Jesuits. 

Espials er (elcsprrlsan). Obs. [f. prec. + -er L] 
One who or that which expels or drives out ; in 
senses of the vb. Const, of. 

1340 Hyrde tr. Hives’ Instr. Chr. Worn, [1592) Aa vj, The 
man standeth as it were in the middest betweenehis mother 
and his wife : and so either of them hateth other, as an 
expulser of her sel fe. 1346 Langley Pol. Verg. De I iivent. 

1. xiii. (1560) 24 b, The Science of Philosophy which Tully 
calleth the. .expulser of vyce. 1605 Timm a Quersit. m, 148 
Nature . . stirreth up the expulser, and prouoketh it to send 
forth the excrements. 1823 D’ Israeli Cur. Lit. (1858) III. 
424 The expulser of the Tar quins. 

Expulsion feksptfdjbn). [ad. L. expulsim-em, 
n. of action f. expelldre : see Expel. Cf. Fr. expul- 
sion.] The action of expelling, or driving out by 
force (a person or thing V; the turning out (of a 
person V from an office, a society, etc. Also the 
fact or condition of being expelled. 

1494 Fabyan Citron. 11. xxx. 22 Brenne . . takyng sore to 
myndehis expulsion from his naturall countre. 1326 Pilgr. 
Per/. [W. de W. 1531) 03 b, Somtyme foloweth thexpulsyon 
of y a holy goost and his grace. 2337 Paynel Barclay’s 
Jngurth 90 Neyther to acqmsicion of vertue nor expul- 
sion of vyce. 2659 B. Harris Parival's Iron Age 221 
The total expulsion of the Spaniards. 2661 Cowley Adv. 
Exper. Philos . Wks. 48 The perseverance in any enmity 
shall be punish'd by the Governors with expulsion. 1698 
Ludlow Mem. 1 . 292 Such extraordinary Expulsions as had 
been lately used. 1796 Burke Corn. IV. 336 He forgets,, 
his kind behaviour to me, at the time of my expulsion from 
the party. 2816 Singer Hist. Cards 258 note. It. .affords 
the first precedent of the expulsion of a member from the 
House of Commons, i860 Tyndall Glac. «. v. 250 The 
change , . consists in the gradual expulsion of the air. 

b. In physiological use. Formerly spec. \ now 
contextual. f Virtue of expulsion = expulsive 
virtue (Expulsive i ). 

c 1400 Lanfranc’s Cirurg. jSZ (MS, A) In |>e clooj> J>at is 
wijxmtforh b er e ben long© villis and j?at maki}> expulcioun. 
Ibid. 194 In morphea J?e vertu of expulcion is strong, C1532 
Dewes Introd. Fr. in Palsgr. 1054 A body . . may nat grow 
by the vertue of such degestion without expulsion, 2626 
Bacon Sylva § 353 The Bringing forth of Living Creatures 
may be Accelerated . . if there be some cause from the 
Mothers Body of Expulsion or putting it down, 2732 Ar- 
buthnot Rules 0/ Diet 339 Soft Liquors drank plentifully 
- .promote the Expulsion of the Stone Gravel, 2832 Car- 
penter Man. Phys. fed. 2) 392 The alternate admission and 
expulsion of air. .in Insects. 

Hence ExpnTsionist, one who favours the ex- 
pulsion of any person or persons. 

1883 Athenaeum 20 June 791/3 The ‘ expulsionists ' were 
* nowhere * 1 1886 Pall Mall G. 11 June 3/2 All the Prince's 
arguments are better than those of the expulsionists. 
f Expuisitiv e, a. Obs . rare. Erroneous form 
of next. : 

a 239 * Greene & Lo dge . Looking Glass Dram. Wks, I. 68 
Of the nature of ginger, his expulsitive in two degrees. 

Expulsive (eksparlsiv), a. and sb. Also 4 ex- 
pulsif, 5 -syfe, 6 -cive. [a. F. expulsif, -ive, ad. 
medX. expulstv-us , f. expelUre to Expel : see Ex- 
pulse and -ive.] A. adj. 

1. Tending or having the power to expel. Chiefly 
with, reference to the action of drugs and medical 
appliances for the expulsion of morbid influences 
or deleterious substances from the system. Very 
frequent in phr. f Expulsive faculty, virtue. 

c 2386 Chaucer Knt.'s T. 2892 The vertu expulsif. .Ne 
may the venym voyde, ne expelle. 1471 Ripley Comp. 
Alch.m. in Ashm. (2652) 241 Of poysons most expulsyfe. 
2342 R. Copland Guy don’s Quest. Chirurg., Other maner of 
byndynge is called expulsiue . . to expell and put out the 
mater from the botome. 1347 Boorde Bren. Health Pref. 4 
Chierurgyons must knowe.. what sygnes [of the moon] be 
expulcive. 1658 A. Fox tr. Wurtf Surg. n. viii. 70 An ex- 

S ilsive vulnerary potion. 1686 Goad Celest. Bodies 1. ix. 30 
old is. .Expulsive of its Contrary. 2738 J. S. Le Dran's 
Observ. Surg. 1x771) 52 In the Application of expulsive 
Compresses. 2803 J. Kenny Society 29 Duties congenial to 
thy gentle heart Her lessons teach, expulsive of despair. 
2885 Matuch. Exam.* 26 Oct. 5/2 The enormous expulsive 
force of the_steam in its endeavour to escape. 

+ 2. Subject to expulsion ; hence, driven out. rare. 
2509 Hawes Past. Pleas, xvr. viii, Her goodly fygure I 
graved in my thought ; Except her selfe all were expulcyfe. 


f 8. Tending to repel ; — Repellent. Obs. 

1618 Chapman Hesiod n. 225 Even ox-hides also want 
expulsive stuff, 2662 R. Mathew Uni. Alch. § 24 This 
little World hangeth upon the two Poles, Attractive and 
Expulsive. 

f B. sb. An expulsive drug. Obs. 

1576 Baker Jewell of Health 235 b, The Iyke neyther in 
the laxatives, purgatives, and expulsives is to be found. 

Hence Ezpulsiveness. 

1727 in Bailey vol. II. 

f Exptilsor. Obs. rare~~ x . [a. L . expulsor, 

agent-n. f, ex pc l l ere to Expulse.] - Expulser. 

2432-50 tr. IHgdenx Rolls'* I. 405 If y peple expulsede be 
abowte to expelle the expulsores of hit. 

Expnlsory (eksp 27 ’lsari :, a. rare— 1 , [f. L. type 
*expulsbri-us,f. expulsor: see prec. and -ory.] Of or 
pertaining to expulsion; of the nature of expulsion. 

1866 Huxley Phys. v. (1869) 123 The far longer intervals 
between the expuisory acts. 

t ExpuTsure. Obs. rare. [f. I., expuls - ppl. 
stem of expel lore (see Expel) + -ure.] The action 
of expelling. 

c 1621 Chapman Iliad 11, 339 To have infix'd it in thy 
breast, Ev’n to the expulsure of thy soul. 1669 Cokaine 
Poems 23 'Tis he. .that sternly should advance tTo the ex- 
pulsure of a Soul) a Lance. 

t Expxrmicate, v. Obs. [f. ppl. stem of ex - 
pi} mi care, f. ex- out + phmic-, pftmex Pumice.] 
trans. To clean with pumice-stone ; f to purge or 
make clean ’(Blount). Hence f Expumica tiou, 
the action of cleaning with pumice. 

2636-81 Blount Glossogr., Expumicate, 2658 Phillips, 
Expumication. So 27.75 in Ash. 

t Exptrnct, v. Obs. [f. L. expand- ppl. stem 
of expungere : see Expunge.] trans. ~ Expunge. 

1610 Barrough Meth. Physick. vin. (1639) 452 These 
simples be withdrawn and expuncted out of that Electuary, 

Expunction (ekspp-qkjbn). [ad. L. expunct- 
ion-em , n. of action f. expungere : see next.] 

1. The action of expunging ; an erasure. 

2606 W. Crashavv Rom. Forgeries <S- Falsific . G iij b, That 
which is to be corrected, may be done with some small ad- 
dition or expunction, ct6ix Chapman Iliad 11. Comm. (1857) 
59 Of which verse his interpreters cry out for the expunction. 
1768 Swinton in Phil. Trans. Will. 249 The expunction 
of the L. .and the substitution of the V in its stead. 1820 
Bentham Packing (1821) 288 The omission— and . . the ex- 
punction — of names. 2823 W. Roscoe tr. Sismondi’s Lit. 
Ear. xxxvi. (1846) II, 448 note, The consonant in the middle 
of the words being, .fixed upon for expunction. 

+ 2. A wiping out, removal. Obs. 

1615 T. Adams Leaven 220 The Gospel! intends the ex- 
punction of the ©Id Image. 1660 Z. Crofton Fasten. St. 
Peters Fetters 64 Total expunction of such Doctrine, 

Expunge (ekspz?*ndg% v. [ad. L. expung-Tre 
to mark for deletion (a name in a list) by points 
set above or below, f. ex- out + pungcre to prick : 
see Puncture, Point. 

The L. word was by the earlier Lat.-Eng, lexicographers 
taken to denote actual obliteration by pricking. The Eng. 
use is prob. influenced by phonetic association with sponge. \ 

1. trans . To strike out, blot out, erase, omit (a 
name or word from a list, a phrase or passage from 
a book or record), 

160a Fulbeoke xst, Pt. Parall. 68 These words . . were 
ordered by the Court to be expunged or blotted out. 2633 
Fuller Ck. Hist, 11, ii. § 25 Some of after- Ages. . purposely 
expunged the Year (..the Date of this Epitaph). 1721 
Addison Sped. No. 23 F 3 Having expunged the Passages 
which had given him offence. 2839 Keightley Hist, Eng, 

II. 47 His office was expunged from the breviary. 2879 M. 
Arnold Guide Eng. Lit. Mixed Ess. 184 It is a gain to 
shorten it by expunging anything superfluous, 

2- fig* To wipe out, efface, annihilate, annul, 
destroy, put an end to. 

2628 Hobbes TJtucyd. (1882) 13 Neither had there ever 
been so many cities expunged and made desolate. 2638 G. 
Sandys Job 12 Wilt thou not . . expunge th' offence? 2712 
Steele Sped. No. 432 F 9 Reflexions of this nature have ex- 
punged all Prejudice out of my Heart. 1827 Chalmers 
Astron. Disc. v. (2852) 213 The infidel argument of astrono- 
mers goes to expunge a natural perfection from the charac- 
ter of God. 1872 C. Davies Metr. Syst. 11. 42 We have ex- 

E unged the yard, used in connection with the arm, more or 
iss m every family. 

3, fa. To strike out the name of (a person) from 
a book or list. Obs. Hence b. To get rid of, re- 
move. 

2626-61 Holyday Persius 303 Would I might expunge 
this young rich ward. 2655 Fuller Ch. Hist . xi. ii. § 80 
The Court was moved to expunge those Witnesses, which 
made most against the King. 2875 Manning Mission H. 
Ghost vii. 192 To expunge God from Science. 

Hence Exptrngrer, one who expunges, or seeks 
to expunge. Expu.'nglng > vbl. sb. and ppl. a. 

c 2622 Chapman Iliad xvr. Comm. (1857) II. 204 Which is as 
poorly conceited of the expungers as the rest of the places 
m Homer that have groaned or laughed under their casti- 
gations. 2873 N. Sargent Public Men I. 339 The ex- 
pungers had the numbers. ^ 1729 Swift To Ytig. Clergym ., 
The many alterations, additions, and expungings made by 
great authors. 2834 H. N. Coleridge Grk. Poets fed. 2) 38 
The . . Iliad, amounting, after all curtailments and expung- 
ings, to upwards of 2 5,000 hexameter lines. 1846 Worcester, 
Expunging, blotting out, effacing. 

Expungement (eksptrnd^m&it). rare. [f. 
prec. + -ment.] The action of expunging. 

1891 Scott. Leader 28 Jan. 4 Yesterday’s act of expunge- 
ment [of resolution from House of Commons Journals], 


Expurgate (e*ksp;wg£it), ppl a. rare. [ad. 
L. expurgat-us, pa. pple. of expurgdre : see next.] 
=s Expurgated. 

1833 H. Coleridge North. Worthies 1. 19 An expurgate 
liturgy. 

Expurgate (e'ksptfig^t, eksptrig^t), v. [f. L. 
expur gat- ppl. stem of expurgdre , f. ex- (see Ex- 
pref, 1 ) - 4 - purgdre to make clean.] 

1 1. trans. To purge or clear out (somethin 
excremental). Also absol. Obs. 

262s Burton A nat, Mel. 1. i. 11. iv, That watery matter 
the two kidnies expurgate. 2632 Wordsworth Chocolate 
Introd, Verses, For though that water Expurgate ’Tis but 
the dregs of Chocolate. 

2. a. To purify or amend (a book, etc.) by re- 
moving what is thought objectionable, b. To 
purge, make pure fare''. Also absol. 

a, 1678 T. Jones Rome no Mother Ch, 64 The Church of 
Rome. .hath, .cracked her credit by. . forgoing, expurgating, 
etc. 2819 Byron Juan 1. xliv, Juan was taught from out the 
best edition Expurgated by learned men. 2846 Hawthorne 
Mosses 11. vii. 117 Carefully corrected, expurgated and 
amended. 2872 Tylor Prim. Cult. i. 209 The collection [of 
Sound-Words] would afford the practical means of ex- 
purgating itself. 1873 Symonds *Grk. Poets xi. 344 His 
principal object was to expurgate it from impurities, 

b. 2845-6 Trench Huls, Led. Ser. 11. viii. 285 note. It is 
Christianity . . which has really expurgated . . literature. 

3. To expunge as objectionable. 

2853 Kane Grinnell Exp. xxx. (1856) 257 , 1 copy them 
from my scrap-book, expurgating only a little. 

Hence E ‘xpurgated ppl. a. 

1832 Macaulay Johnson Ess. (1851) 1 , 174 What man of 
taste . . can endure . . abridgements, expurgated editions ? 
287a O. W. Holmes Poet Break/. 4 . i. 17 A kind of expur- 
gated .. copy of Voltaire. 

Expurgation (ekspwg^jbn). Also 3 -acion. 
[ad L. expur gdtidn-em , n. of action f. expurgdre ; 
see Expurgate. Cf. Fr. expter gallon .] 
t X. The action of expurgating or cleansing from 
impurity {lit. and fig.) ; an instance of this. Obs. 

C1420 Ballad, on Hush. iv. 942 Thaire [bees'] clwellyng 
places expu[r]gacion Of every filth© aboute Aprill Calende 
Wbl jhave of right. 2615 Crooke Body of Man 31 Sorts 
ordained onely for the expurgation or cleansing of the 
principall. 2646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. Pref. a vj a, Arts 
and Learning want this expurgation. 2669 Gale Crt. Gentiles 
1. ii. ix. 138 A pur© bodie; which puritie was attained by 
Expurgations, Washings, etc. 

2. The removal from a book, etc., of that which 
is deemed objectionable ; an instance of this. 

2624 Bp. Hall Epist. it. iii. Nothing can argue guiltines 
so much, as unjust expurgations. 1644 Milton A reop. 
(Arb.) 53 This work will ask as many more officials, to make 
expurgations. ^ 1694 Pepys Lett, in Academy 0 Aug. (1890) 
220/3 Yo r politicall as well as philologicall Expurgations 
1820 Southey Lett. (2856) III. 299 Sewell's History of the 
Quakers . . has undergone a like^ expurgation. 2858 Glad- 
stone Homer I. 70 It seems to invite expurgation in order 
to establish the consistency of its contents. 

8. The action of purging from imputed guilt ; 
clearing ; exculpation ; after L. expurgatio. arch. 

2828 Scott F. M. Perth xxiiij The evidence of the Duke 
of Rothsay in expurgation, as it was termed, of Sir John. 

4. The action of purging away (impurities, etc.) ; 
transf. the clearing out, removal (of objectionable 
members of a community). 

2615 Crooke Body of Man 283 The melancholly iuyee 
. .needes the more forcible expurgation. 1648 Bp. Hall 
S tfTW. Rem. Wks. (1660) 290 The severe censure and ex- 
purgation of those whom the Psalmist .. calls leavened 
persons. 2632 Biggs New Pisp. ? 244 A Cautery or Fon- 
tanel! is not set to the expurgation of a malignant humour, 
2839 James Louis XIV, I. 448 The expurgation of all those 
members opposed to the Fronde, was advised. 2864 Sat. 
Rev. 31 Dec. 797/2 The later months of the year have ended* 
in the expurgation of weak speculators. 

5. Astr, The re-appearance of the sun after 
an eclipse; emersion. Obs. 

2730-6 in Bailey (folio). 2732 in Chambers Cycl. 286a 
C hambers’ Encycl. s. v. Eclipse, Emersion or expurgation 
is the time when the luminary begins to reappear. 

. Expurgator (e'kspzug^tsi, ekspthjgatsi). [as 
if a. L. *expurgdtor, agent-n. f, expurgdre : see 
Expurgate.] One who expurgates or purifies; 
esp. one who strikes out objectionable passages 
from books. 

2638 Ld. G. Digby Let. cone. Religion i 2652) 3 Eusebius. . 
and St. Augustine . . may well be by both sides allowed an Ex- 
purgator. # 2688 R. Jenkins Hist. Exam. Councils 1. § 3 
Boschomius . . was one of the principal Expurgators. 1760 
Jortin Erasm. II. 283^ The inoffensive book of Grotius,. 
was put amongst the Libri Prohibiti, by those Expurgators. 
2822 Southey in Q. Rev. VI. 333 The expurgator of the 
book. 2862 Life Corr. Bacon xix. 387 He has not merely 
procured Cokes dismissal. .but has had himself appointed 
expurgator to his Reports. 

Expurgatorial (eksp^ugatoe-rial), a. [f. 
mod.L. expurgatori-us (f. expurgator : see prec.) 
+ -al.] a. Of or pertaining to an expurgator 
(of books), b. Tending to expurgate or clear of 
guilt, 

2807 Southey Lett. (2856) I. 426 Drawing his expurgatorial 

S en through it. 2838 De Quincey Mod. Greece Wks. (1863) 

III. 292 Many excellent works, .intercepted in their rudi- 
ments by these expurgatorial ruffians. 2834 Milman Lat. 
Chr. II. v. ii. 323 Himself he exculpated by a solemn ex- 
purgatorial oath, .from all participation in the deed. 
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EXPtntGATORIOTrs. 

tEjqmrgatoTious, a. Oh. [f. as prec.+ 
-ous.] — next. 

T J 6 4 * Milton Animadv. Wks. 1738 II. 78 Your Monkish 
Prohibitions, and expurgatorious Indexes. 
Explanatory (eksp^-igatari ), a . [ad. mod.L. 
expurgdlonus : see Expuugate and -out ] Of or 
pertaining to expurgation ; disposed or tending to 
expurgate or clear of impurity, guilt, etc. 

1646 faiiiT.. Browne P scud, Ep, n. vi, § 10.103 Expurgatory 
animadversions, whereby wee might strike out great numbers 
of hidden qualities. 1675 Marvell Divine in Mode Wks. III. 
22 We seem to have got an expurgatory press, though not 
an index, a 1797 Burke Tracts Popery Lems ii. Wks. IX. 
339 d'he party has failed in his expurgatory proof. 1821 J. 
Boswell Shaks. IVks. Advt. I. 8 There are some annota- 
tions . . I 'Should gladly have omitted, but . . such an expur- 
gatory liberty seemed to me to be going beyond the bounds 
of my i limited service \ 

b. Expurgatory Index : the list of authors and 
writings forbidden by the Church of Rome to be 
read unless they shall have been expurgated. (The 
Lat. Index expurgatorius is now commonly used.) 

x6z5 Ussher Ansiu, Jesuit 513 Their Old Expurgatory 
Index, .set out by Cardinall Quiroga. 1667 Poole Dial. 
Protest . <§• Papist (1735) 139 [The Church of Rome’s] 
expurgatory Indices. 1826 E. Irving Babylon I. ii. 125 No 
other book , . hath been permitted to escape . . their . . Ex- 
purgatory Indices. 

transf. 1794 Mathias Purs. Lit . (1798) 87 There .. should 
be an expurgatory index to . . Shakspeare. 

Expurge (ekspSudg), v. Rare in mod. use. 
[a. Fr. expurge-r, refashioned from espurger = Pr. 
e spurgar L. expurgdre : see Expurgate.] 

1. tram. a. To cleanse, purify from, of (any- 
thing unclean or objectionable), b. To purge 
away (anything offensive). Const, from, out of 

a. 1483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 178/2 Desyre . . expurged fro the 
dust of al worldely affeccion. 1853 Miss Sheppard C. 
Anchester II. 179 [It did] expurge [me] of all earthly. 

b. 1542 Becon Potation for Lent Wks. (Parker Soc. 1843) 
118 It is not enough . . to expurge and put sin out of you. 
1578 Banister Hist. Man . 1. 12 The pituitous excrements 
expurged from the head vnto the eyes. 1620 Venner Via 
Recta v. 86 [It] . . expurgeth the sharpe and cholericke 
humors. 1657 Tomlinson Renods Disp. 505 Melancholical 
humour easie to be expurged. 

2. a. To Expurgate (a book, etc.), b. To ex- 
punge as objectionable from a book. 

a. 1635 Pagitt Chistianogr. 1. iii. ( 1636) 170 In these. . Litur- 
gies . . some . . seeme to be corrupted and expurged. 1662 J. 
Chandler Van Helmont's Oriat. Pref., Take all my Writ- 
ings, as well those crude and uncorrected, as those that are 
thorowly expurged. 

b. 1638 T, Whitaker Blood of Grape 62 We may therfore 
expurge this pernicious and intolerable mistake. a 1672 
Wood Life (1848) 168 To have that passage expurg’d. 1832 
H. Melvill in Preacher III. xoo/2 If a few portions of the 
Bible were expurged, it would be hard . . to prove the doctrine 
from the remainder. 

Hence Expu*rging vbl. sb . Expurging Index 
= Expurgatory Index. 

1635 Pagitt Christianogr. (1646) 1. 105 They plainly con- 
fesse the expurging of the Indian Liturgie. 1644 Milton 
A reop. (Arb.) 39 The council of Trent, and the Spanish 
Inquisition .. perfeted those Catalogues and expurging 
Indexes. 1645 Bp. Hall Peace Maker § 20 The expurging 
of those [authors] of their own, whom they dare not deface. 

Exportation, -pute, var. ff. Exsputation, 
-pute. Obs. 

t Exqtirre, V. Obs , [ad. L. exqulrp-re to 
search out diligently, f. ex~ out + quserere to seek,] 
trans. To search out, seek for ; to find out by 
searching. 

1607 Chapman Bnssy D'Amhois v. i, Make her name her 
conceald messenger. .Thatpasseth all our studies to exquire. 
16x5 — Odyss. iv. 520 Who can the deeps of all the seas ex- 
quire. c 1618 Fletcher Q. Corinth iv. iii. (1st foil How 
she came by it, is not yet exquired. *632 Benlowes Theoph. 
xi. Ixxi, The soul, that beauteousnesse of Grace exquires. 
t Exqursed, a. Obs. rare. [? f. Fr. exquis, pa. 
pple. of OF. exquerre, esquerre L. exqulrere (see 
prec.) + -ed 1 ; or var. of exquisite.] = next 
1321 Balade in Bradshaw's St.Werburge (1887) 201 With 
termes exquised and sence retoriall. 

32xqrdsite (e*kskwizit), a. and sb. Also 5-6 
exqmsyt(e, 6-8 -it. [ad L. exquisit-us, pa. pple. 
of exquirere to search out, f. ex- out + quserere 
to search/ seek.] 

A, adj. 

1. Sought out, ‘recherchd’. fa. Of an expe- 
dient, explanation, reason: Sought out, ingeni- 
ously devised, far-fetched. Of studies : Abstruse. 

<73460 Fortescue Abs. <$• Lim. Mon. (1714) 36 He schal 
by necessite be artid, to fynd exquisyte {Laud MS. re- 
quisite] meanys of getting of goods. 1363 Jewel Rcpl. 
Harding (1611) 299 If this exposition seeme to M. Harding 
ouer exquisite, or curious. i6ox Shaks. Twel. N. n. iii. 
155, I haue no exquisite reason for’t, but I haue reason 
good enough. 1663 G. Havers P. della Valle's Trav. 
E. India 8 The English, .well understand all the most ex- 
quisite points of Navigation. 

f b. Of language, expression, terms: Carefully 
selected ; aptly chosen, choice. Hence, out of the 
way, uncommon ; in unfavourable sense, affected, 
over-laboured. Obs. 

c 1430 Henryson Test. Creseide xxxix, To here His 
faconde tonge, and termes exquisite, igssi in Bradshaw’s 
St. IVerburge (1887) 201 Fragrant and facunde of englisshe 


exquisite. 1549 Compt. Scot. Pro!. 16, I thocht It nocht 
necessair til hef fardit . . this tracteit vitht exquisite tennis, 

J uhillcis ar nocht daly vsit. 1393 R. Harvey Philad. 70 
f the phrase be not exquisit, or the observation not 
singular. *650 R. Stapylton Strad&’s Low C. Warres 
in. 54 Which benefit Granvel ascribed to the Dutchess, 
with exquisite thanks. 1698-9 Maundrell Let. in Jo urn. 
Jerus. end, The most hideous Execrations : in which way 
these Eastern Nations have certainly the most exquisite 
Rhetorick of any People upon Earth. 

C, Of meat, drink, etc. : Carefully chosen ; 
choice, dainty, delicious (passing into sense 5 ). 

1361 T. Norton Calvin’s Inst. iv. 86 The filthy desire of 
exquisite meates. 3585 Lloyd Treas. Health C iij. In al 
diseases of long continuance the pacyent most vse lytle 
meate & exquisite. 1671 Milton P. R. ii. 346 All Fish 
from Sea or Shore, .of Shell or fin, And exquisitest name. 
*7x5 Nelson Addr. Pers. Qual. 66 The Devil, .nourishes 
himself with the most exquisite morsels. 17x6 Lady M. W. 
Montague Lett. I. vii. 22 Eighteen different sorts [of wine] 
all exquisite in their kinds. 1781 Gibbon Ded. Sr F. 11 . xo 
The Propontis, .renowned for. .the most exquisite fish, 
f 2. Carefully ascertained or adjusted ; accurate, 
exact. Of an action, investigation, etc. ; whence of 
persons or agents : Careful, curious, minute. Obs. 

1333 Elyot Cast. H elthe y x$yx \ 52 a, The meate that shall 
make syckenes, must not a lyttell exeede the exquisite 
measure. 1571 Campion Hist. Irel. vii. 1x633) 22 It will be 
no hard matter to discry the falshood, wherein I would be 
more exquisite, were it worth my labour. x$8x Mulcaster 
Positions xli, (1887) 249 The framing of the minde. .craueth 
exquisite consideration. 1602 Fulbecke 2nd Ft. Parall. 

2 In the due performance of his Tithe, he was alwaies dili- 
gent and exquisite, 1603 Bacon Adv. Learn. 1. iv. § 2 
A riecessitie of a more exquisite trauaile in the languages 
originall, wherein those Authors did write. 1624 Wotton 
Arch it. (1672) 26 There must be an exquisite care to place 
the Columnes precisely one over another. 1634 Milton 
Comm 359 Be not over exquisite To cast the fashion of 
uncertain evils. 1715 J. Richardson Th. Paint. 28 A curious 
Mechanick’s Hand must be exquisite, but his Thoughts are 
. .pretty much at Liberty. 1757 Burke A bridgm. Eng. Hist. 
11. vii, Accuracy or exquisite digestion of their laws. 

fb. of knowledge. Obs. 

1364 Golding Justine 04 Takyng his ioumey first into 
Egipt, and afterward to Babilo. .he [Pythagoras] attained 
to meruelous exquisite knowledge. x6$x Culpepper Astrol. 
Judgem, Dis. Ep. (1658) 2 To make judgement sound, is 
required an exquisite knowledg. 

+ e. Path, [transl. Gr. anpip-qs, rendered exquis - 
itus in the Lat. versions of Galen.] Of a specified 
disease : Accurately so named ; typical, genuine, 
as opposed to spunous. Cf. F. {Jibvre) exquise. 

x6xo Barrough Met It. Physick v. xvi. 11639) 307 In an ex- 
quisite Erysipelas make no detraction of bloud. 1656 
Ridgley Prod. Physick 136 An exquisite differs from a 
bastard Tertian. 1684 tr. Bond's Merc. Compit. iv. 120 
An exquisite Diabetes caused by attraction of urine. 

3. Carefully elaborated ; brought to a high degree 
of perfection. 

fa. Of art, workmanship, a product of art or 
nature : Elaborate, highly finished, excellent. Of 
an action or process, a state or condition : Carried 
to a high degree of perfection or completeness. 
Obs. ; merged in 4 . 

1561 T. Norton Calvin’s Inst. 1. 5 They se that exquisite 
workmanship in al their members. 1589 Nashe Greene's 
MenapJwn Ded. 1 Arb.) 13 Manie other exquisite editions of 
Divinitie, turned by him [Golding] out of the French 
tongue. 1607 Topsell Four-f. Beasts (1673) 264 Forum 
Trajani, the most exquisite building of all the world. r6i6 
Surfl. & Markh. Country Far me 144 The hearbe called 
Rose-baie, or Oleander .. is an exquisite remedie for this 
disease. ^ 1633 Bp. Hall Hard Texts 379 They shall make 
an exquisite dispatch of the inhabitants. 1709 Strypb 
Ann. Ref. I. xxi. 250 Wherein he hath done such exquisite 
service to the Protestant cause, a 17x1 Ken Hymns Evang. 
Poet. Wks. 1721 I. 52 All things which exquisitest Poysons 
breed. 1732 Hume Ess. f Treat. 1 1777) II. 193 Everything, 
belonging to a vain man, is the bestthat is any where to be 
found.. his cookery is more exquisite. 1802 Paley Nat. 
Theol. viii. § 3 (1819) 87 Small pipes which, .might.. dis- 
tribute this exquisite supply to every part of the body. 

b. Of torture : Elaborately devised ; hence, ex- 
cruciating, intensely painful. Cf. 6 . 

1603 Knolles Hist. Turks (xfa 1) 475 He caused [them] to 
be put to death with most exquisit torments. 1630 R. 
Johnson’s Hingd. 4* Commit}. 13 Tortures of more exquisite 
device. 1672 Cave Prim. Chr. 1. i. (1673) 2 Put to death 
with the most exquisite arts of torture. 

c. Of qualities, dispositions, habits, whether 
good or bad : Cultivated to a high degree of in- 
tensity ; consummate, extreme. Now with some 
[ notion (in the case of bad qualities, ironical) of 
! sense 4 . 

1532 Huloet, Exquisite or immoderate clenlines. 1648 
Epson Bas. xii, With exquisite malice they have mixed tne 
gall and vinegar of falsitie and contempt with the cup of 
My Affliction. 1774 Wesley Wks. (1830) IV. x8 His ex- 
quisite want of judgment. 1818 Jas. Mill Brit. India I. 
11. x. 465 note , The exquisite ignorance and stupidity of the 
Mysoreans in the art of war. 1848 Macaulay Hist. Eng. 
II. 54 A new religious order, .animated by intense enthu- 
siasm and organised with exquisite skill 
1 4. Of a person, etc. : Accomplished either in 
good or bad things; consummate, excellent, per- 
fect. Const, at, of in, also to with inf Obs » 

1530 Palsgr. Introd. 44 If any.. be desyrous to be ex- 
quisyt in the frenche tong. 1581 J. Bell H addon's Answ. 
Osor. 59 A bii.hop, so exquisite in divinity, as you are. 1607 
Topsell Four-f. Beasts (1673) 393 It is a creature very dili- 
gent and exquisite, both to compass, seek out and ch use the 


EXQUISITELY. 

same, 1634 Sir T. Herbert Trav. 236 Regia Bander, an 
exquisite vilaine, murders the olde and young Moguls. 1630 
R. Stapyltqn Stradd’s Low C. Warres vi, 21 Captaine 
Campin an exquisite Enginere. 1719 De Foe Crusoe (1840) 
II. xiii. 277 His honour must.. be a most exquisite sloven. 
2771 Franklin A ufobiog. Wks. 1840 I. 82 A most exquisite 
mechanic, and a solid, sensible man. 1806-7 J. Beresford 
Miseries Hum. Life (1826) xv. Introd., I made her write. , 
to an exquisite gentleman.' 1823 Scott Quentin D. xxvi, ‘ I 
guessed he had some exquisite instructer ', said Louis. 

5. Of such consummate excellence, beauty, or 
perfection, as to excite intense delight or admira- 
tion. (Now the prevailing sense ; in early ex- 
amples a contextual use of 3 , sometimes of 1 
or 2 .) 

1379 Lyly Euphtics (Arb.) 38 A woman so exquisite that 
in some mens judgement Pigmaiions image was not halfe 
so excellent. 1611 Shaks. Cymb. 1. vi. 190 Jewels, Of rich, 
and exquisite forme. 163a J. Hayward tr. Biondi’s Ero- 
mena 1 The youngest among them was a babe of exquisite 
beauty. Ibid. 51 Caused the March or Levata to be sounded 
. .with such exquisite melodie [etc]. 1843 L. Hunt Stories 
Hal. Poets 1 , 168 A lovely spot, .enamelled with flowers that 
surpassed the exquisitest dyes. x86o Tyndall Glac. 1. x. 67 
The weather was so exquisite. 1876 Humphreys Coin-Colt. 
Man. xxvi. 387 The Greeks found means to invest with ex- 
quisite symmetry even a . . vine leaf. 1879 Harlan Eyesight 
ii. 12 An exquisite adaptation of every part to the great 
object of the whole. 1884 Q. Victoria More Leaves 292 As 
we drove, the setting sun bathed the hills in crimson.. the 
effect was exquisite. 

0 . Of pain, pleasure, etc. : Intense, acute, keen. 
2644 Bp. Hall Serm. Rem. Wks. (1660)105 The Spirit 
feels more exquisite pain without the Body .. then it could 
feel in the former conjunction with it 1743 Fielding Tout 
Jones ii. vi, The distresses of the vicious, .became too 
exquisite. 1836 ‘Sparks Biog., Mather V L iv. 262 She was 
thrown into exquisite misery, i860 Motley Nether l. (1868) 

I. v. 198 It was a moment of exquisite triumph. 1863 Lecky 
Ration . (1878) I. iii. 320 Surgeons . . have derived the_ most 
exquisite pleasure from the operations of their profession. 

7. Of the power of feeling, bodily or mental, the 
senses, etc. : Keenly sensitive to impressions ; 
acutely susceptible of pain, pleasure, etc.; deli- 
cate, finely-strung. 

1643 Prynne Sov. Power Pari. Ded. A ijb, One person of 
the exquisitest judgement. 1668 Culpepper & Cole Barthol. 
Anat. 1. xix. 51 They have an exquisite sense, and are 
pained when stones pass through them. 1713 Steele Sped. 
No. 508 P 3 We thought him a Person of an exquisite Palate. 
1796 Morse Amor. Geog. II. 19 The serpent's olfactory 
nerves being remarkably exquisite. 1842 Macaulay Fredk. 
Gt. Ess. (1877) I. 660 lie had an exquisite ear, and per- 
formed skilfully an the flute. 1852-9 Todd Cycl. Anat. IV. 
219/1 The sensibility of the eye to light is very exquisite. 

S. quasi-fzafc. — Exquisitely. 

1529 More Snpplic. Soulys Wks. 289/2 In perill of ex 
quisite paynefull punyshemente. 1743 Bulkeley & Cum- 
mins Voy. S. Seas 145 They [Guanacoes] are exceeding 
nimble, of an exquisite quick Sight . .and difficult to be shot. 

B. sb. A person (usually a man) who is over- 
nice in dress, etc. ; a coxcomb, dandy, fop. 

1819 * R. Rabelais ’ Abeillard Sr H. 34 Like modem dash- 
ing Exquisites. 1830 Arnold s Stanley Life Sf Corr. (1844) 

II. App. 388 Our exquisites imitate the outside of foreign 
customs without discrimination. 1849 Sir J. Stephen 
Eccl. Biog. (1850) I. 147 The unlucky Exquisite was de- 
graded on the spot.' 1868 M. Pattison Academ. Org.v. 241 
The foppish exquisite of the drawing-room. 

f BxCfllisited, Obs. rare— 1 , [f. L. exquisit- 
us: see prec. and -ed h] Made exquisite ; refined. 

1581 J. Bell Hadden’s A nsw. Osor. To declare unto 
us. , where thys exquisi ted eloquence of writyng, and speak- 
ing. .was fourty yeares agoe? 

Exquisitely (e*kskwizitli), adv. [f. prec, + 
-ly^.J In an exquisite manner or degree, 
fl. With delicate accuracy, exactly ; carefully, 
minutely, thoroughly. Obs. 

1536 Pilgr. P erf. (W. de W. 1531)163 That he.. pro- 
nounce every lettre. .curyously & exquisytly. 3599 A. M, 
tr. Gabelhouef s Bk. Pltysicke 23/1 Pionye kernelles . . 
exquisitelye pouldrede. 1647 Lilly Chr. Astrol. xliv. 270 
If the certaine hour, .cannot exquisitely be knowne. 1638 
Evelyn Fr. Card. (1675) 276 Reserve them in great round 
boxes exquisitely shut.' 1759 Duhamels Hush. 1, ix. (1762) 
52 Till the whole mass is exquisitely mingled. 

2. In a highly finished manner ; with perfection 
of detail ; elaborately, beautifully, excellently. Now* 
with emotional sense (cf. Exquisite 5) : With such 
delicate beauty or subtle perfection as to excite in- 
tense pleasure or admiration. 

1533 Jo ye Apol. T indale 29 He hath so exquysitly trans- 
lated the testament. 1393 Rites <$• Mon. Ch. Durh. (Surtees) 
43 The picture of Bushop Cedda. .with, .his crosier staffem 
his lefte 'hand, exquisitelie shewed. 0x63,9/11 ottok Life 
Dk. Buckkm. (1642) 16 A Collection of certain rare Manu- 
scripts, exquisitly written in Arabique. 1791 Cowper Iliad 
xvi. 272 A goblet exquisitely wrought. 1871 H. Ainsworth 
Tower Hill 1. xv, The tender melancholy was exquisitefy ex- 
pressed by her voice and looks. *877 Lady Brassey Voy. 
Sunbeam ix. (1878) 145 A vast chain of exquisitely tinted 
snow-peaks. 

8 . In the highest degree ; exceedingly. Now with 
emotional sense ; cf. 2 and Exquisite 3 c, 4, 

1603 Florio Montaigne 1. xxv. (1632) 84 Exquisitely 
readie and skilfull in the Latine. 1647 Ward Simp. Cobler 
(1843) 35 When the coards of a State are exquisitely tight. 
1683 tr. Erasmus ’ Morix Enc. 93 They are exquisitely 
dexterous in unfolding the most intricate mysteries, 17x2 
Steele Sped . No, 497 T 3 This fellow, In a dress the most 
exquisitely ridiculous. 1746 Hervey Medtt. (x8t8) I. 15* 
As exquisitely fine as the rainbow. 1794 G. Adams Nat. 0 
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EXSERTILE. 


EEQTJISITEKESS. 

Exp'. Philos. II. xv. a 39 Exquisitely minute they must' he. 
3:838 Dickers Nick. Nick, xxix, There was something so 
exquisitely absurd in such a cartel of defiance. -1855 Mac- 
aulay Hist. Eng.' IV. 369 Humour of the most austere 
flavour, yet exquisitely delicious. 1882 E. O’Donovan 
I lent Oasis I. i. 22 The roads were in such exquisitely bad 
Condition. 

4 . With reference to perception or sensation : 
i' a. With nicety or delicacy (obs.) 

,1626 Bacon Sylva § 868 We see more exquisitely with 
One Eye Shut than with Both Open. X684 R. H. Sch. 
Recreat . 19 It is a very sagacious and exquisitely Smelling 
Creature. 1748 Hartley Observ. Man 1. ii. 116 It is cus- 
tomary^ in endeavouring to feel exquisitely, to rub the Ends 
of the Fingers against the tangible Object. 

, b. In an exquisite degree ; intensely, acutely, 
keenly.-; ' 

1678 Cudworth hit ell. Syst. 891 Should, .a Son not only 
murder his own Parents . . biit also Exquisitely torture them. 
1737 Wriston Josephus' Antiq. Biss, i, These he punished 
exquisitely, 1802 Med. Jrnl. VIII. 431 A swelling . . be- 
coming exquisitely painful, 1851 Helps Friends in C. I. 14 
To see ten human beings, .making each other exquisitely 
uncomfortable. 1855 Macaulay Hist. Eng. III. 284 A 
people exquisitely sensitive on points of national honour. 

Exqmsiteness (e*kskwizitnes). [f. as pree. 
+ -ness.] The quality of being exquisite. 

a. Elaborateness, high degree of finish, perfect- 
ness of detail ; now usually, delicate perfection, 
refined and perfect beauty, fb. Scrupulous care ; 
nicety, fastidiousness, f e. Consummate . skill, 
d. Of pleasure or pain : Refined degree, acuteness, 
intensity. ©. Of the senses, taste, judgement, etc. : 
Delicate sensibility. 

a. 1599 Sandys Euro free Spec. ('1632') 18 The exquisite- 
nesse [of their Religion consisting most ] in an infinity of in- 
tricate dumb Ceremonies, a 1691 Boyle Fluidity <y Firm- 
ness n. Wks. 1744 I. 258/1 It is. .difficult to procure, .either 
glasses or marbles so much as approaching such an ex- 
quisiteness, 1823 Lamb Elia Ser. 1. xxii. fi86o) 172 The 
exquisiteness of the fun, 1884 Spectator 4 Oct. 13.04/2 That 
dainty exquisiteness of utterance. 

b, c1534. tr, Pol. V erg. Eng. Hist. (Camden) I. 78 Tine 
same exquisitenes in banquitinge did from thence discend 
unto our time. 3:673 Marvell Reh. Transp. II. 370 Sueto- 
nius describes ..Augustus his hereditary exquisiteness in 
that particular [propriety of language], 1772 Burke Corr. 
(1844J I. 377 In public life, it will be necessary to avoid the 
exquisiteness of an over-attention to small parts. 

C. 1622 Marki-iam Bk. Warn. v. 59 The [drummer’s] ex- 
quisitenesse and skiifulnesse in his Art and Instrumen t. 

d. 1650 Fuller Pisgah m. xii. 345 The exquisiteness of 
his bodily temper, increasing the exquisiteness of his torment. 
1750 Carte Hist. Rng. II. 775 This man unable to bear the 
exquisiteness of the pain, accused.. Sir Gervase Clyfton. 
1832 in Webster ; and in mod. Diets. 

e. 1650 [see dj. 1664 Power Exfi. Philos. 1. 26 Which will 
try the exquisiteness both of your Glass and Eye to behold. 
*748 Hartley Observ. Man. i» ii. 1x5 The different Degrees 
of Exquisiteness in the Sense of Feeling. 1790 Bewick 
Quadrupeds ( 1807 i 346 The Beagle, .follows bytheexquisite- 
ness of its scent. 

f Exquisi'tion. Obs. [ad. L. exquisition-em, 
n, of action f. exqulrere : see Exquire.] The ac- 
tion of searebing out. Proper exquisilion : self- 
seeking. 

ri43o tr. T. d Kemfis* Wks. 108 Seldom is eny founde 
frefro be venym of propre exquisicion — -I mil. r. iii, He., 
labourip to be ydel in him from al maner exquisicion of 
propre witte. 

, Exquisitism ( ekskwlzitkzhn) . [f. Exquisite 
sb. + -ISM. J The quality or character of an exquisite ; 
dandyism, foppishness. 

. *831: Lytton Godolphin viii^ The . . prim, hedge-clipped 
indolence of . . national exquisitism. 1843 Fraser's Mag. 
XXVIII. 133 No well-trained husband will ever dare to 
ask a friend to v take pot-luck with him in these days of 
universal exquisitism. 

t Exquisititicms, a. Obs.~° [f. L. exqul- 
sTl- ppl. stem of exqulrere (see Exquisite) + 
tITIOUS.] (Seequot.) 

1727 Bailey vol. II, Exquisititious, not natural, but pro- 
cured by art. 1775 in Ash. 

t Exqui'sitive, a. Obs [f. as prec. + -ive.] 
Tending to search out; bent on searching out; 
curious. 1818 in Tor®. 

Ex^msitively (ekslcwrzitivli), adv. rare. [f. 
prec. 4- -ly 2 .] ~ Exquisitely. 

Jt66o Boyle Seraph. Love xxiv. <(3700) 145 How exqui- 
sitively the several Parts of Scripture are fitted to the 
several Times. . and Occurrences. , 1662 Evelyn • C 'kalcogr. \ 
iv, Leonardo, .cut exquisitively in wood. 3836 E. Howard 
F. Reefer Ixvi, The white, exquisitively-shaped. .arm of | 
the lady.. 1878 Bayne Pur it. Rev. iv. 103 She had an 
organisation exquisitively sensitive to beauty in painting. 

t Exqursitiveness. Obs. rare-K [f. as 

prec. + -ness.] = Exquisiteness. i 

1761 Sterne Tr. Shandy IV. i. 75 If this specimen of ! 
Slawkenbergius’s tales, and the exquisitiveness of his moral, 
should please the world. 

t ExsangninaTity. Obs. rare ~\ [f. Exsan- 
guine 4- -ality.] .Bloodlessness. 

1651 Biggs New Dzsp. f 192 Appear’d as a pale statue of 
exanguinality. 

Exsanguinate (eks,sse-qgwinrit\ v. [f. L. 
exsanguindt- ppl. stem of exsanguindre, f. ex- (see j 
Vf- pre/X) + sanguin-em y sanguis blood.] tram. 1 
To drain of blood. 

1849 W, S. Mayo Kaloolah (1887) 37 He had been so 
nearly exsanguinated that his recovery was necessarily 


| slow. 1863 Kitto & Alexander Cycl. Biblical Lit. 1 . 31/2 
\ They should be. .duly exsanguinated. 

Hence Exsanguinated ppl. a. 

1800 Med. Jrnl IV. 550 She appeared exsanguinated, 
and very feeble. 1861 Hulme tr. Moquin-TaneUm ii. hi. 
161 . '1 he exsanguinated animals, .revived. 
Exsanguine (eks l S2e-ggwin?, ; <z. Also 7,exan-. 
[f. Ex- pref. 1 .4* L. sanguin-, sanguis blood: cf. 
Sanguine.] Bloodless, wanting blood ; anaemic. 

1661: Lovell Hist. A nim. Sf - Min. In trod., Exanguine 
aquaticks. 1805 W. Saunders Alin. Wafers 301 Very 
delicate exsanguine, chlorotic habits. 3836 Todd Cycl. 
A not. I, 422/2 Those who have suffered large losses of 
blood remain exsanguine for many months. 1876 Bristows 
Th. $ Pr/ict. Med. (ed. 2:102 Blood is admitted freely to 
the comparatively exsanguine parts. 
fig. 1647 Ward Simp. Colder 88 Nothing but exsanguine 
feeble exility of Spirit. « 1834 Lamb Let. to Barton, (L., 
Such versicles exsanguine and pithless, yield neither pleasure 
nor profit. 1872 Dasent Three to Que ll . 259 A poor ex- 
sanguine ghost of its former self. 

Exsanguineous t c:ks,smqgwi*n«s \ a. Obs. 
exc. Hist. Also 7 exanguinious. [f. as prec. +. 
-ecus.] Bloodless. 

. 1664 Power Exp. Philos. 1. 58 These puny automata, and 
exsanguineous pieces of Nature. 1672 Sir T. Browne 
Pseud. Ep. 111. xx. Those inferior and exsanguineous animals. 
z 85 r Hulme tr. Moquin-T.andon 11, n. 53 The Ancients 
divided animals into those with bloody and- .those without 
. .These latter, -were named. .exsanguineous. 
Exsan^nmity (eks l s£eqg wi mti •. [f. as prec. 

+ -ITY.J- The state of being without blood or the 
proper amount of it ; bloodlessness ; ansemia. 

1844 in Hoblyn Did. Med. Terms . 1884 in Syd. See. Lex. 

Exsanguinous (eksisarggwinas), a. Also 
7-8 exanguinous. [f. as prec. + -ous.] * next. 

3692-1732 Coles, Exangninons. 1721-1800 Bailey, Ex- 
sanguinous. 1889 H. F. Wood Eng. Rue Cain vii. 104 
The exsanguinous visage of M. Renaud. 

Hence Sxsa-ngniinousness, the quality of being 
without blood. 

3727 in Bailey vol. II. 1775 in Ash. 
Exsangnions, -eaus (uksjsse-qgwi^s), a. Also 
7-9 exam. [f. L. exsangu-is bloodless (f. ex- out 
+ sanguis blood) + -loua, -ecus.] Bloodless. 

1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. m. xxi. 162 The ayre was 
a sufficient maintenance for these exanguious [printed exau- 
guious] parts. 1776 Costa Conchohgy 3 All shell animals 
are exanguious. 1841 T. R. Jones A nim. Kingd. i. 3 The 
lowest embracing animals which in his view were, .exsan- 
gueous or provided with a colourless fluid instead of blood. 

+ Exsa YLgUOUS, a. Obs. In 7-8 exanguous. 
[f. L. exsangu-is bloodless 4- -ous.j - prec. 

1684 tr. Bonefs Merc. Compit. xvi. 560 Worms, as also 
Snails, Sows, and other exanguous Animals. 1723-1800 
Bailey, Exanguous. 

t Exsa'tiate, V. Obs. rare-*, [f. L. exsatiat- 
ppl. stem of exsatiai e, f. ex- (see Ex- prefg) + 
satiat e to satisfy, Satiate.] tram, to satiate or 
satisfy thoroughly. 

X59g Sandys EuroPse Spec. (3632^ x59 Whose prides and 
pleasures, thirteene millionsof yeerely revenew. .is not able 
to exsatiate. 

t Exsa tttrate, v. Obs. - 0 In 7-8 exatru- 
rate. [f. L. exsaiurdt- ppl. stem of exsalurdre 7 
i. ex- (see Ex- preff) + saturdre to fill : see Sa- 
turate ] tram. To fill completely (with food) ; 
to satiate. AIsoy%; Hen ;e f Exsatnra-tion. 

1623-6 in Cockeram. 3656-83 Blount Glossogr., Exaiu- 
rate y to fill an hungry stomach, to satisfie a greedy mind. 
1721-1800 in Bailey. 1658-73 Phillips, Exaturation, a 
satiating. 1721-3800 Bailey, Exaturation. 

Exschew, obs. form of Eschew v. 

Exscind (eksimd), v. Also 7,9 erron. excind. 
[f. L. exscind- fre, f. ex- out + scindere to cut.] 
trans. To cut out, excise, lit. and fig. In early 
use ; t To cut off, destroy (a nation, etc.). 

1662 Petty Taxes 21 If an aliquot part of every landlord’s 
rent were excinded or retrenched. 3785 D. Low Chiropodo- 
logia 133 He exscinded the remainder with a pair of scissors. 
1831 Frasers Mag. IV. 184 From whose proofs the said 
phrases were fraudulently exscinded. x86o I. Taylor Spir. 
Hebrew Poetry (1873)^288 The Christian man will not at- 
tempt to exscind the irascible emotions, but he will strive 
to master them. 

Hence Exscrndedj^/. a. Exscrnding vbl. sb. 
and ppl. a. 

#1677 Barrow Serm. (1686) III. 405 The exscinding., 
of the Amorites, a 1711 Ken Hymns Evang. Poet. Wks. 
3723 I. 63 God with his exscinding Sword in Hand. 1877 
Shields Final Philos. 488 We are not now inquiring into 
the legitimacy . . of any of the exscinded. sciences. 1884 Syd. 
Soc. Lex., Exscinded, term applied to a part from the 
extremity of which an angular notch has been cut out. 

Exscreation, var. of Excreation. 
t Exscri be, V. Obs. Also 7 excribe. [ad. 
L. exscrlb-ere, f. ex- out -f sertbere to write.] trans. 
To copy or write out ; to transcribe. 

1607 Topsell Ser/ents (165^661 As Aelianus in his ninth 
Book and^ thirty nine Chapter, word for word hath exscribed 
out of Aristotle, 1658 Ussher Ann. 351 Demetrius caused 
it to be fairely exscribed. 1716 M. D avies A then. Brit. 1 1. 
19 Clerks or Secretaries, .exscribing. .Particulars of or for 
it. 1727 in Baxley vol. II. 

Hence Exscri*bed ppl. a. = Escribed, f Ex- 
sciri ber, one who writes out, a copyist, t Ex- 
scri‘Mng vbl. sb. 

a 1612 Donne BiaBavarog (1644) 20 A Councell in France 


punished with Excommunication the excribing, reading, 
or having that booke. <21631 — Ess, (1651) 128 Some 
other exscriber,;. reformed it deformly since his [St. Luke’s] 
writing. 1677 Cary Chronology 11. 1. 1. iii. 99 This Canon 
hath gone abroad.. very imperfect, occasioned at first by 
Heedless Exscribers. 1879 Salmon Conic Sect. 127 The 
equation of one of the exscribed circles. 

f Exscript. Obs. [ad. L. exscript- um y neut. 
pa. pple. of exset there : see prec. j A copy, written 
extract. ■ 

1609 Davies Holy Rood (Grosart 18761 13 Ah, might it 
please Thy dread exuperance To write th’ excript thereof 
in humble hearts, 1677 Cary Chronology ir. 1. i. i. go 'I ‘he 
Variety of Copies or Exscripts, 1775 in Ash. 
f Exscri*ption. Obs . rare- 1 , [i. as if ad. L. 
*exso iptidU'em, n. of action f. exscribere : see En- 
rol! be. j The action of transcribing; in quot 

f oner . - prec. 

1637 Abp. Williams Holy Table azx The poore man is 
abused by some wag that fits him with these Exscrip rions. 
t ExSCU*lp, v. Obs. rare. Also 6, 8 exeulp. 
[ad. L. exsculp-ere to dig or cut out, f. ex- out4- 
sculpere to cut, carve : see Sculptor.] trans. To 
cut out, hollow out by cutting. 

‘ 1578 Banlster Hist , Man r. 20 In all others [of the Verte- 
bra;] exculped out one eeh side round. 1767 Bryan Fads- 
sett Invent. Seputchr. App. 214 On one side is exculpt a 
word which we cannot yet make out. 

+ Exscxrlption. Obs. rare- 1 , [ad. L. exsculp- 
tion-em, n. of action f. exsculpere ; see prec.] A 
carving or chiselling out. 

1659 Pearson Creed (1839) 315 That excavation was per- 
formed, by incision or exsculption. 

Exscutellate (eks,skiz?tektt), a. Ent, [f. 
Ex- 2 (4) + ScuTELLUir 4- -ate 2 .] Without, or ap- 
parently without, a scutellum : said of certain in- 
sects. 

1848 in Maunder Treas. Nat. Hist. Gloss. App. 

Exsect (ekse'kt), z>. Also 7 exact, [f. L. 
exsect - ppl. stem of exsecare, i. ex- out + secure to 
cut] trans. To cut out. Also fig. 

1641 J. Johnson Acad. Love 96 Our courtly Dames study 
oneiy to exect or cut off their thread bare curtesans. 1672 
G. Harvey Morb. Angl. vii. led. 2) 18 Were it not for the 
effusion of blood . , which would necessarily follow an ex- 
ection, the Liver might, .be exected. 175,8 J. S. Le Bran's 
Observ. Surg. (1771 > 51 Part of which [Tumour] had been 
exsected, 1800 E. Darwin Phytologia xv. § 5. 430 Exsect 
the exuberant growth. 1823 Blackw. Mag. XIII. 691 The 
ham, exsected from Westphalian hog. 

Hence Exse*ctsd///. a. 

1667 Boyle in Phil. Trans. II. 595, I caused the. .exsected 
piece to be put into a . . Receiver. 1880 Blackie in Con- 
temp. Rev. 289 The exsected books of the Iliad. 

Exsectile (ekse'ktil, -nil), [f. L. exsect- ppl. 
stem of exsecare (see prec.) + -ile ] Capable of 
being cut out. 

i 861 Hulme tr. Moquin-Tandon n. iil ii. 88 The [Coml] 
polyps . . consist of a globular portion which is fixed, and of 
a free exsectile cylindrical portion terminated by a mouth. 

Exsection (ekse-kjsn . Chiefly Surg. Also 
8 exection. [ad. L. exsec lim-em, n. of action f. 
exsecare : see Exsect.] The action of cutting out 
or away; an instance of this. 

1607 fchol. Disc. agst. Autichr. 1. iv. 374 Instrumentes of 
exsection. 1609 C. Butler Pent. Mon. (1634) 155 Exsection 
. . is the cutting out of part of the Combs. 1671 Boyle 
Usefulness Nat. Philos. (1772) 11. v. xii. The exsection of 
the spleen. 1794 E. Darwin Zoon. I, 151 The heart of a 
viper or frog will renew its contractions, .for many minutes 
of time after its exsection fronv the body. 1889 Syd. Soc. 
Lex., Exsection , a cutting out. 
b. concr. A ‘cutting*. 

3812 Coleridge in Southey Onmiana I. 336 An exsection, 
from the Kingston Mercantile Advertiser. 

Exsene : see Eye-sene. 
t Exse'nsed, ppl. a. Obs. rare- 1 , [f. Ex- + 
Sense 4- -ed 1 ,] Out of his senses. 

1654 Gayton Pleas. Notes 111. ii. 74 Exsensed. .and only a 
man of Phantasie. 

Exsert (eks|S 5 *jtt), ppl. a. [ad. L. exs&rt-us , 
pa. pple. of exserere to Exsert.] = Exserteb. 

1846 Dana Zooph. vii. (1848) 115 Lamellae even and not 
exsert.^ 1856-8 W. Clark Van der H.oeveu’s Zool I. 231 
Samuris Hoffmeister. Upper lip exsert, spoon-shaped. 
Exsert (eks I sout), V. [f. h. exsert - : see the 
variant Exert.] trans. + a. = Exert v. 2. b. 
(chiefly Biol.) To thrust forth or out, protrude. 

1665 Phil. Trans. I. iii. Their Poyson. .exserts not its 
noxiousness, till after some time. 1836 Todd Cycl. A nat. 
1 . 692/1 The body is exserted through the brachial slit. 1876 
Darwin in Life # Lett. (1887) I. 53 Whilst examining some 
pollen-grains on a damp surface, I saw the tubes exserted. 

Exserted ^ekSiS 5 *ited) 7 ///. a. Biol. [f. prec. 
+ -ed 1 .] Stretched forth or out; thrust out from 
(or as from) a sheath, projecting beyond the sur- 
rounding parts. Exserted stingy etc. : one that 
cannot be drawn within the body. 

18x6 Kirby & Sp. Entomol. (1843) I, 95 One with a con- 
cealed sting and , . another. . with a very long exserted one. 
1826 Ibid. (1828) IV. xliv. 223 One of those Ichneumons that 
have an exserted ovipositor. 1830 Lindley Nat. Syst. Bot. 
67 Stamens long, exserted. 

Exsertile (ekS|SOUtil), a. Biol. [a. F. exser- 
tile, f. L. type *exsertilis , f. exserere : see Exsert 
and -ile.] Capable of being exserted. 

3828 Stark Elem. Nat. Hist. II. 340 Ovipositor articu- 


455 


EXSTTCCOTTS. 


EXSEBTICOT. ' 

’ ’Tom> Cw/ X 4 erti | e TT' n ^ terrnJnate<i in a sharp point, 
lonl exsertili ^ ^ nat ' II- 99°/ilu some instances we hud 
Thi ri * ? r .S^J x86 9 Gillmore Reptiles $ Birds 
S »s elongate,- forked, and exsertile. 
xsX^Gircio^, (eksjSOMjhn). fas if ad. L. *exser- 
tion-em^ n. of action f. exserere to Exsert. Cf. 
iLXBRTioK’.j The action of exserting or protrud- 
%\f}5 te or ^ act of being exserted. 

EXS 1 * Dilate, v. rare. In 7 exib~, pa. pple. 
©xsibilat. [f.L. exsibildt- ppl. stem oi'exsTbilare, 
t^r-out ^sibilare to hiss : see :Sibilant.J trans. 
io hiss off the stage. - 

?k* rlow P e /f. nc i ^ Cardinal Alien hath long since 
^ . thls 0 rash . illa ^° n * *637 Gillespie /V- 
x8oo in Bail*ey! ^ * S *° ^ lgnominiousl y exsibilat. 2722- 

ExsiMlaticm (eks,sibitei-Jbn\ rare. [n. of ac- 
tion L Li. exswildre : see prec.] The action of hissing 
oft trie ste^e ; ignominious rejection. Alsoyfg. 

Hall Epi$c. n. xix, So many ages of exsibilation. 
1727 m Bailey vol II 1842 De Quincey Pagan Orac. Wks. 

y^rn 1 1 ? e ^ bne , f exsl bilation from the stage by the 

stern Roman of all Greek testimony. 

Bxsiccant (eksrkant), a - and sb. ? Obs. [ad. 
L. exstccant-em, pr. pple. of exsiccdre : see Exsic- 
cate vi] 

A. atfj. Drying, having the power or quality of 
drying up. 

1657 Rumsey6W Saint is Ep. Bed. (1659) x8 The exsic- 
cant quality it hath to dry up the crudities of the stomach. 
1676 Wisemak Chirurg. Treat, vi. v. 422 Some dry or ex- 
siccant Medicine. *755 in Johnson, 1833 in Webster. 
id. so. An exsiccant drug or medicine. 

1676 Wiseman Chirurg. Treat, iv. iv. 296, I caused his 
^i?**** be^ fomented with Discutients and Exsiccants. 

T Exsiccate, Ppl. a. Obs. Also 6 exiccat, 
7 oxc-, exsiccat, 8 exiccate. [ad, L. exsiccdl - pa. 
pple. of exsiccdre : see next.] Dried, dried up. 

*545 Raynold Byrth Mankynde 61 So that the preuy 
passage be left exiccat and Drye. 1613 ,T. Godwin Rom. 
Antiq. (1658) S3 'Ihey were not ulcerous, exsiccate or im- 
postumated. 266 3 J. Spencer Prodigies (1665) 42 The 
heated and exsiccate Air. 1773 J, Ross Fratricide (MS.) u. 
747 O let me . .think The fountains of thy eyes are exiccate. 
Jig. 2622 J. Abeknethy Chr. Treat. P/iys. Sonlvi. 81 So 
m the spiritually hardnesse, the liquor of grace, of light, and 
of reason is exciccat. 

Exsiccate (e*ksikrit, . eksrk^t), v. Also 6 
exc-, exiccate, 7-8 exiccate.- [f. ppl. stem of L. 
ex (s)icedre, f. ex- (see Ex- fref ) 4 siccus dry.] 

I. trans. To dry, make dry, absorb or remove 
all moisture from ; to drain (a spring) dry; to dry- 
up (moisture). 

*545 Raynold Byrth Mankynde 56 Let her auoyde such 
tliynges the whichshold exiccat . . her. 1563 T. Gale Anti- 
dot.' n. 11 These ij vnguentes are excellent in exciccating 
ericipelas. 1677 Hale Prim. Orig. Man. 11. vi. 171 Bodies 
..that have been exsiccated into Mummy. 1679 Plot 
St affords h.' (n536.) 87 The Spring near . the Church . . has 
been sometimes exsiccated. 1707 J. Mortimer Hush. vii. i. 
(1708) 228 Heats and Droughts ..exs'ccate and waste the 
moisture and vegetative Nature of the Earth. 1809 Pearson 
i xx Phil. iyans.yiQ.iyi, 327 This dissolution being exsiccated 
grew liquid on exposure to air; 

ctbsol. ' 1613 Woodall Surg. Plate Wks. (1653) 67 Cortex 
Guaiaci hath the same vertue. .but exsiccateth much more. 
1 527-47 Feltham Resolves 209 Ayre exsiccates & drawes 
to itself. 

, 2 . intr. for refl. To dry up* lose all moisture. 
16SS Goad Celest . Bodies n. xii. 321 Tis a question worth 
while, adds he, how they can exsiccate. 

Hence Exsiccated ppl. a., Exsiccating vbl. sb. 
and ppl. a. 

1620 Yenner Via Recta vi. 106 They are of a more exiccat- 
ing nature. 164.6 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. 11. iii. 68 The 
exsiccated powder, .ascends not unto the Loadstone. 1669 
Worlidge Sysf. Agric. (1681) 3 By the heat of the Sun, or 
exsiccating power of the Air. 1799 G. Smith Labor. I. 427 
Throw common exsiccated salt in it. 1872 O. W. Holmes 
Poet Breab.p-f.ixj That exsiccated, .organism. 

Exsiccation (eksik4"i-jbn). ' Forms : 6 exsic- 
cation©, 7 exiccation, exsiccasion, 7 - exsic- 
cation. [ad. L. exsiccdtim-em, n. of action f. 
exsiccdre : see Exsiccate v. Cf. Fr. exsiccation.] 
The action of drying what is moist; complete 
removal or absorption of moisture ; thoroughly 
dried condition, absolute dryness. 

1599 A, M. tr. Gabelhouer’ s Bk. Physicke to 2 Exsicca- 
tione of the Rheumes. 1614 Sylvester Tobacco Battered 
478 Som also think it eauseth exsiccation (As of the Bloud) 
of Seed of generation. 1620 Venner Via Recta ii 23 Let 
wine be moderately vsed, that neither, .exiccation, or drunk- 
ennesse follow. x6qq Plot Oxfordsh. 95 For exsiccation of 
wounds. , 1794 Sullivan View Nat. I, 467 Neither is an 
absolute degree of exsiccation in any wise necessary. 1826 
Blackw. Mag. XX. 324 The exsiccation of the pond in St; 
James’s Park. 183a Lyell Princ. Geol l II. 202 The aerial 
current . .arrives in a state of complete exsiccation at Peru. 

Exsiccative ■ (e*ksik^tiv, eksisrkativ), tr. and 
sb. Forms: 5 exsiccatif, 6-7 exiccative, (6 
excicatiue \ 7-8 exs- ( exs s- Siccative . [ad. mecl.L. 
exsiccaiivus, f. L. exsiccdre see Exsiccate. Cf. 
Fr. exsiccalif \Coigv.)i] 

A. adj . Tending to make dry or to produce 
dryness, having the power or quality of dicing up. 

/1400 LanfrandsCimrg. (MS, B.}87 A medycine mundy- 
ficatyff & exsiccarif. 1563 T. Gale Antidot. ir. 55 Vertue, 
alteratiue, . resoluative, and excicatiue. 1657 Tomlinson 


Renmis JDisjb. 378* Zopissa . . is more efficaciously exsic- 
cative. 1755 in Johnson. 1884 in Syd. Soc. Lex. 

B. sb. An exsiccative medicine or substance. . 

1363 Bulleyn Dial. Scarnes fy Chir. 28 a, I will giue you 
the difference of exiccatiues, or drying Simples. 1673 Evelyn 
Terra (1729 s 24 If too moist, apply Kxssiccatives. 2763 
Unhu Mag. XXXVII. 355/2 Incrustatives and exsiccatives, 
as myrrh, aloes. 

Exsiccator (e-krik^tai). [agent-n. f. L. ex- 
siccdre : see Exsiccate.] (See qudts.) 

1873 Watts Fotimes* Chem . 47 Such an apparatus. .is 
called an Exsiccator. s88s — Did. Client., Exsiccator, a 
drying apparatus, consisting of an enclosed apace containing 
substances which rapidly absorb moisture, such as oil of 
vitriol, dry chloride of calcium, etc. 

f Exsi*eee, v. Obs. rare ~ 1 . [ad. L. cxsicc-dre.] 

= Exsiccate. 

1657 Tomlinson Rencnis Disj*. 264 The juice., is exsicced, 
formed into lumps, and preserved. 

Exsolution : see Exoeution, 

Exspeet, obs. form of Expect. 

Exspiration, obs. form of Expiration. 

+ Exspoi'l, v. Obs . rarc~~ K In 6 expoyl. [ad. 
L. exspolidre (see next) after Spoil #.] trans. To 
despoil. 

1326 Pilgr. Per f. tW. de W. 1531) 208 b, Spoylynge hym 
of his pray, .expoylyng the princes and potestates of hell. 

t Exspolia'tion. Obs. In 7. expoliation. 
[ad. L. ex(s)polidtimi-em, n. of action f. exispo- 
lidre to spoil, f. ex~ (see Ex- prefX ) 4 spoliare to 
strip, f. spolmm spoil.] The aetion of spoiling ; 
the stripping (a person) of his clothes or of his 
spoil ; a stripping off or removal. 

2612-15 Bp. Hall Contempt N. T. iv. xxxii, A cruel 
expoliation begins that violence, .merciless soldiers, .strip 
thee naked. 263* Biggs New Disf>. t 205 A subitaneous 
expoliation of the powers. 2678 R. R[ussell} Geber 1. ii. 

6 The Expoliation of Accidents. 

t Exspuate, a. Obs. rare- 1 . In 7 exp-, [f. L. 
exspu-cre to spit out + -ate A] Spit out, ejected. 

2604 Chapman Byron’s Corisp.tr, n. Plays 1873 H. 204 A 
poor and expuate humour of the Court. , 

Exspuition (eksph/ji-Jon). Also 7-9 expui- 
tion. [ad. L. exspuitidn-em , n. of action f. ex- 
spuere, f. ex- out 4 spuere to spit. Cf. F. exspui - 
tion ] The action of spitting out from the mouth. 
Const, of. Also Iransf. and concr. 

2630 Bulwer Anthropomet . 222 Whose office was . . the 

D otation of the same aliment, expuition, and locution. 2759 
)arwin in Phil. Trans . LI. 527 That these hemorrhages 
were from the pulmonary artery . . appears from the sudden 
exspuition, 1852 9 Todd Cycl. Anat. IV. 1 147/2 A sort of 
expuition. 

t Exsputa-tiou. Obs. rare- 1 . In 7 exputa- 
tion. [f. L. exjjput- ppl. stem of exjpucre (see 
prec.) + -ATION.] The a(?tion of spitting out. 

1657 Tomlinson Rcnou’s Dt'sp. 710 It cures, .the exputa- 
tion of virulent humours through the mouth. ‘ 
t Exspute, v, Obs rare- 1 . In 8 expute. 
[f. L. ex spilt- ppl! stem of ex spuere : see Exspu- 
ition.] trans. To spit out. 

1704 F. Fuller Med. Gyntn. (1705) 298, I spit Blood, and 
exputed a viscous tough Matter. 

iSxsputory (ekspizZ-tari), a. rare- 1 , [f. L. 
exspiit- (see prec.) + -ory.] lit. vend fig. That is 
spit out or ejected. 

1784 Cowper Let. to Unwin 20 Nov., I cannot immedi- 
ately recollect the exsputory lines. 

f Exsquamate, v. Obs. rare- 1 . Ill 7-8 ex- 
squamxnate. [f. Ex- prefd + L .squdm-a scale 
+ -ate 3 .] intr. Of a bone, etc. : To scale off or 
come off in scales ; to desquamate, exfoliate. 

2684 ’tr. Bonefs Merc. Compit. xni. 394 Bones must ex- 
squammate and be taken out, when they are corrupt. 
JExstancy, var. of Extancy, Obs. 

Exstant, obs. form of Extant. 

Exstatic, -al, obs. ff. Ecstatic, -al. 

Exsteme, obs. form of Esttem. 

2507 May June 201 in Hazl. E. P. P. II. 128, I exsteme 
verely Euery man of them was the more red y. 

tExste’XCOrate, V. Obs . rare- 1 . In 7-8 ex- 
tsreorate. [f. ppl. stem of late L. exstercordre, 
f. ex- out + stercor-, stcrcus dung.] 

a. traits. To eject as dung. b. intr. To carry j 
out dung. Hence Exstercora*tion. .. 

2609 Davies Holy Rood iGrosart i 876> 2oShalleuer Flesh 
Extercorate her filth Thee to annoy? 2656-81 Blount ; 
Glossogr., Extercorate, to carry forth dung. 2692-2732 j 
Coles, Exstercorate v 2727 Bailey vol. II, Extercoration. 

+ Exsti*ll, v. Obs. In 7-9 extill, fad* L. ex- j 
still-dr e f f. ex- out -ft siilldre to drop, f. stilla a drop.] j 
a. intr. To drop or trickle out; to come out in 
drops, b. trans. To send out in- drops; to exude. 
1652 Charletgn Ephes. % Cimm. Matrons (1668) 30 
I Sweat, extilling from the pores of her snow-white skin, j 
1 2657 Tomlinson Renoiis Disp. 379*’ That which extills first, i 
I is more fluid and humid. 2664 Evelyn Sylva 11776; 233 Out j 
of this aperture will extill a limpid and clear water. 1804 \ 
'Med. JrnL NIL 40 A yellowish, .juice extilled.^ 1819 H. j 
Busk Vestn tv. 145 Myrtle and balsam rich extilling gum. | 
t Exsti!la*tion, Obs. Also 7 extillation. 
[h. of action f. L. exstilldre : see prec.] The ac- ] 
tion of dropping out or fulling down in drops. ‘ | 
1605 Tim.me Qttersii. i. xiii. 57 Sundry, cohobations and ex- i 
I llations. " 2723 Derham Phys. Theol. iii. L 64 They seemed 1 


. .to be made by an- .Exstillation of some petrifying juices 
out of the rocky Earth. 

t SzstULati*' tiouSy a. Obs. rare- 1 , [f. L. 
exsiillat- ppl. stem of exstilldre (see Exstill) +, 
-itiougl] That drops or tickles out. _ , ■ 

2637 Tomlinson Rerwu's Disp. 680 Extillatitious liquor. . 

t Exstimulate, V- obs. Also 7 . exiimu- 
late. [f. L. exstimuldt- ppl. stem of exstimu - 
Idre, f. ex- + stimuldre : see Stimulate.] trans. 
To stimulate to activity (organs or faculties) ; to 
provoke (appetites or desires); to spur on, incite 
(persons). Const, to. 

2603 Sir C. Heydon Jud. Astral, xx. 425 The Sunne 
extimulatcth all creatures to the acte of propagation. 2673 
H. Stubbe jfustif. Dutch War 33 The King, .ext imulated 
by Ambition. 1683 A, Snape Anat. Horse 1. xv. (t686) 32 
It serves, .to exstimulate the Guts. 

altsel. 1646 Sir T. Browne Psend. Ep. vii. vii. 353 Opium 
.. is conceived to extimulate unto venery. 
t Sxstimula*ti 031 . Obs. Also 7 extim-. [n. 
of action f. exstimuldre (see prec. and -ation).] 
Stimulation, incitement; stimulating property. : 

2626 Bacon Sylra § 842 The Aire, .maketh Things insipid, 
and without any Extimulation. ^ 2654 H. L'Estrangb 
Chas. /. ( 1653) 1 18 To allay the boiling extimulations of their 
own, rarely of others lusts. 2657^ Ree;ve fed's Plea 229. Re- 
pentance aoth exhibit . .all the. .instigations, extimulations, 
that should make God prepense to favour. 2722-2800 in 
Bailey. 

f Exsti mnlatory, a. Obs. rare- 1 . In 7 
extimulatory. [f. JL. exstimuldt- ppl. stem of 
exstimuldre {see Exstimulate) + -oi.y.] Tend- 
ing to stimulate ; of stimulating nature. 

2657 Reeve God’s Plea 120 God's messages, .are not. .ex- 
timulatory, instigatory, and impulsory. 

Exstipulat© (eks,strpi??lt“t , a. Bot. [f. Ex- 
prefd+L. siipul-a stalk (see Stipule) + -ate A] 
Having no stipules. 

1*793 Martyn Lang. Bot » Exstipuldius.] ^830 Lindley 
Nat. Syst. Bot. 53 Shrubs with alternate, .exstipulate leaves. 
1876 Bentley Bot. 128 When the stipules are absent; it is 
exstipulate. 

Exstirpation, obs. form of Extirpation. 
Exstraught, var. of Extr aught, Obs. 
Exstropbiy (e-kstr^fi). Path. Also extropby. 
[mod. ad. assumed Gr. *(tt<TTpo<J>ia, f. Ik-, 4 ^- out 
(see Ex- p7‘eflf + arpoip- ablaut -form of the root of 
<jTpiip-Giv to turn. Cf. Fr. ex sirophie. The proper 
spelling according to the analogy of Or. derivatives 
would be ecstrophyi] A turning inside out of a 
part ; esp. a congenital malformation in which the 
bladder appears to be turned inside out 
2836 Todd Cycl. Anat. I. 391/1 Extrophy of the bladder! 
1875 H. C. Wood 'Fkerap. <,1879) 642 A case of exstrophy of 
the bladder, 

t Exstnrct, v. Obs. Also 7-8 extract, [f. 
ex(s)truct- ppl. stem of ex Jtrucre, f. ex- + struere 
to pile up, build.] trans. To build or pile up. 

c 2334 tr. Pol. Verg. Eng. Hist. (Camden') I. 122 In the 
abbey of Glastonbune was exstructed for Arthur a magnifi- 
cent sepulchre. 2637 Tomlinson Renoiis Disp , 216 It is 
expedient that we extract a Shop for the student in the 
Pharmaceutical Art 1755 in Johnson. 

Hence fExstru'cted^/. a. 

1647 H. More^ Poems 161 Those fair extracted loads Of 
carved stone, a 1763 Byrom Remarks Horace 11. iil xvii, 
These high extracted spires. ; 
t Exstruxtion. Obs. In .7 extraction; 
[ad. L. ex(s)tmtctibn~em t n. of action f. ex j)iruere : 
see prec.] The action of building up. : 

2652 Gaule Magastrom. xxvi, The order of extraction. 
2663 Charleton Char. Gigant. 57 The honour of it’s Ex- 
traction. 1663 J . Webb Rtone-Heng (1725) 228 We meet . ; 
not so much as with the least pieces of broken Crags, of the 
Extraction of the Danes. 2722-1800 in Bailey, 

t Sxstm ctive, a. Obs. rare- 1 . In 6 ex- 
tractive. [f. L. ex(s)truct- ppl. st« m of ex'Jtruere 
(sre EXstbuct) 4 -ive,] Tending to build up. , 
2580 Fulke A nsw, Frartnds Declar. 41 Papistry is both 
affirmative and extractive of al wickednes. 2818 in Todd. 
2832 in Webster. 

t Exstnrctor. Ohs.-* In S extractor, [a. 
L. ex{s)tructor y agent-n. f. ex{s)truire : see Ex^- 
struct.] One who builds up, a builder. 

2727 in Bailey vol. II. 2775 in Ash. 

f Exsuccate, V. . Obs. rare — 1 . [f. L. exsuc- 

cat- ppl. stem of exsuccdre [cx{s)ucdre) to deprive 
of juice, f. exsuccns : see Exsuccous.] trans. To 
deprive of juice ; to suck dry. 

1637 Reeve. 'Goffs, f lea 207 Your distemper, y mr exsiccat- 
ing, and your exsuccating yourselves. 

t Exsucca’tion. Obs. rare- 1 , [n. of actioti 
f. L. exsuccdre : see prec.] The action of driving 
off juice. 

2697 fhil. Trans. XIX. 416 The Cassava Root, .by Ex- 
succation and Baking alone, proves, .wholesome. 

Bxsuccous (eks,sp*kos\ a. Also in 7 exuo- 
cotis. [f. L. exsucc-us without juice, f. ex- (see Ex- 
prefS) 4 succus {sucus) juice + -ous.] Without 
juice, sapless. Also fig. 

2646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. 11. vi. 99 That which is 
brought exuccous and dry unto us, 2672 — Lett. Friend 
xv. (1S81) 238 Most Men expected to find a consumed KeU 
..in this exuccous corps, 2818 Q . Rev, XVIII. 235 A 
hard, dry, ‘ exsuccous * style of writing. 2822 Blackw . 
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EXSXJCTIOH*. 

Mag. X. 561 The clouds hung like exsuccous sponges in 
the sky. 

ExsiLCtiOM. (eksarkJhnV Also 7 exuction. 
[n. of action, f. L. exsugere, f . ex- out + siigcre to 
suck. Cf. Suction,] The action of sucking out, 
esp. the drawing out (air) by an air-pump. 

x66o Boyle New Exp . Pkys. Mech. Proem 5 The exsuc- 
tion of Air. 17x3 Derham Pkys. Theol. 8 footn ., In the Air- 
pump .. [some] Animals . . die in less than half a Minute, 
counting from the very first Exsuction. 1832 in Webster ; 
and in mod. Diets. 

Exsudate, obs. form of Exudate. 

Exsui&ate, V. Obs. exc. Hist. [f. L. exsuffldt- 
ppl. stem of exsuf flare, f. ex- out + suffldre to blow 
up, f. sub- up + flare to blow.] tram. To blow 
out, blow away, also spec. : see Exsufflation 2. 

1666 G. Harvey Morb. Angl. iv. 44 Volatil salts . . being 
exu (Bated to the heart produce syneopees. 1884 E. B. 
Tylor in Science IV. 547 The exorcising such a demon is 
practised by white men as a religious rite, even including 
the act of exsufflating it, or blowing it away, 
t HxsufSa'tiosi. Obs. exc. Hist. [ad. mod.L. 
exsuffldt ion-em. n. of action f, exsuffldre : see prec. 
Cf, Fr. exsufflation.] 

1 . The action of blowing out ; an instance of it. 
*620 Venner Via Recta (1650! 310 Let not with lesse dili- 
gence the superfluities of the nose by exsufflation. a 1626 
Bacon Physiol. Rem. Wks. 1727 VII. 209 It will fly up- 
wards over the helm, by a kind of exsufflation, without 
vapouring, 1689 G. H arvey Curing Dis. by Expect, xvi. 
124 Such offensive Ebullitions and Exuffl&t-ions. 1775 in Ash. 

b. toner . That which is snuffled up. 

2666 G. Harvey Morb. A ngl. iv, 45 Those .. exufflations 
crowding into the sphere of the cranium do create most 
dreadful Head-akes. 

2 . Eccl. The action of blowing, performed by the 
priest upon a child or grown person at baptism, by 
way of exorcising the devil, or by the person bap- 
tized in token of renouncing the devil. 

150a Ord. Crysten Men (W, de W. 1506) 1. iii, 17 By y® 
exsuflacyon .yt. the preest doth upon y® chylde. 1584 R. 
Scot Discoid Witcher, xv.'xxiv. 371 The right order of ex- 
orcism®, .requireth that exsufflation. .he doone toward the 
west. 1709 J. Johnson Clergy m, Vade M. 11. 267 The ex- 
orcisms and exsufflations made by the priest on persons to 
be baptized. 1858 Sat. Rev. 31 July 103 The old Mumbo 
Jumbo of 4 unchristianizing the Legislature’ must not be 
consigned to the eternal limbo, .without a part.ng exsuffla- 
tion. 

t Exsil’Se, v. Ohs. [ad. L. ex$itfflare\ see 
Exsufflate. j trans. T 0 breathe upon (see prec. 2). 

1610 Holland tr. Camden’s Brit. 1. 768' They, .were . , 
exorcised, and exsuffled with sundry ceremonies. 

t Exsu'fSicate, obs. rare- 1 . In 7 exuf- 
fiicate. [app. an arbitrary formation on Exsuf- 
flate. Hanmer 1 744 proposed to read exsuffolate, 
from It. suffolan ‘ to whistle, to bizze, to whizze ’ 
(Florio) ; this was adopted by some later editors.] 

? Puffed up, inflated, * windy’. 

1604 Shaks. Oth. m. iii. 182 Such exsuffiicate, and blow’d 
Surmises. 

fExsu-ffolate, a. Obs. (See prec.) 

1744 Hanmer Shake. Othello m. iii. [see Exsufflicate]. 
1773 J. Ross Fratricide (MS.) tt. 301 Solacing his Joy. .with 
proud speech exsuffolate and fell. 

t Exstrperable, a. Obs~° Also exuper- 
able. [ad. L. ex(s juperdbilis, f. cx{s)tiperdre*. see 
Exsuperate and -able.] That may be surpassed, 
excelled, or conquered. 

1656-81 in Blount Glossogr. 1721-1800 in Bailey. 

Hence f Exsupexableness. 

1727 Bailey vol. II, Exuperableness. 

t Kxsu perance. Obs. Also 7-8 exuperanee. 

[a. F . cxsnpcrance (M ont aigne) , ad. L. ex(s)u pe- 
rantia, n. of state f. ex(s ) uperani-cm, pr. pple. of 
ex(s)uperdre : see Exsuperate.] The condition or 
fact of exceeding ; superabundance, excess. 

1603 Holland Plutarch's Mor, 1256 The excesse of Nete 
and Mese by arithmeticall proportion, sheweth the exuper- 
ances in equall partie. 1607 Topsell Four-f. Beasts 428 
Until the like exsuperance ofbloud come unto the same place 
again. 1644 Digby Nat. Bodies x. § 8. 83 The exuperance 
of the density of A to water is 10 degrees. 1682 Sir T. 
Browne Chr. Mor. 11756) 85 Nor will his attributes admit 
of expressions above their own exuperances. 

T b. As a title of honour, Obs. 

1609 [see Exscript]. 

c. concr. That which is in excess ; that which 
towers above other things. Const, of. 

1635 Heywood Hierarch, h. Comm. 86 SimpHcitie is sole 
. .Prince and Ex-Superance of all things that have being. 

t Exsuperancy. Obs. In 7 exup-. [ad. L. 
ex(s'uperantia : see prec. and -ancy.] = prec. 

1638 Wilkins hew World 1. <1684) 117 The Exuperancy 
of the Light in the other parts. 1647 M. Hudson Div. 
Right Govt. 1. iv. 19 That over-plus and exuperancie of 
Manna. 

t Exsirperaiit, a. Obs . In 7-8 exuperant. 
[ad. L. ex (s\uperant~cm , pr. pple. of exsuperai'e : 
see next] Excessive, superabundant. 

1604 T. Wright Passions v. 285 Exuperant ill wil. 1610 
Barrough Meth , Physickvm . 1 2639I 455 The great exuperant 
heat. 1727-31 Bailey vol. II, Exuperant. 

t Exstrperate, v. Obs. Also 8 exuperate. 

[f. L. ex(s uperdt - ppl. stem of ex(s)uperdre, f. ex- 
+ superdre to rise above, f. super above.] 


1. trans. To overtop, surpass, excel; to overcome. 

1559 W. E[lderton] Pangs of Love (Percy Soc.) I. 28 

Good lady, let no wilfulnesse Exuperate your bewtie, then, 
To slaye the hertes, that yeld and crave. 15^ C. Watson 
Polyb. 56 Yet hath she [Fortune] wrought nothing which 
exsuperateth . . these in our dayes. 1610 Barrough Meth. 
Physick iv. v. (1639) 22 & ^ may exuperate and overcome the 
xottennesse. 1708 Motteux Rabelais (1737) V. 230 Nectar 
. .exuperates all your Wines. 1722-1800 in Bailey. 

2. intr. f See quot.) 

1623 Cockeram 11, To abound, exuperate. 

t Exsupera*tion. Obs. rare - K In 7-8 exu- 
peration. [ad. L. exf)uperatim-em, n. of action 
f. ex{s)uperare 1 see prec.] The action of surpass- 
ing or exceeding (due limits) ; exaggeration. 

1623 in Cockeram. _ 1657 J. Smith Myst. Rhet. Aiij b, 
Hyperbole , Exuperation. 1721-1800 in Bailey. 

iExsurge (eks^zJ-jd^). Also 6 exurge. [ad. 
L. ex{s urg-ere 3 f. ex- + surgifre {surrigere) to 
rise.] intr . To rise up, start out. 

1578 Banister Hist. Man 1- 25 A certaine roughnes, 
whence springeth and exurgeth a valiaunt long Muscle. 
1868 Whitman Chants Democratic Poems 109 All doctrines 
. .ex surge from you, 

t ExstLTgence. obs. — * In 7 exurg-. [f. L. 
ex(f)urgentem : see next and -ence.] The action 
of rising or coming into view. 
a x 6 gx Baxter cited by Worcester 1846, Exurg ence. 
Exsnrgent (eks,sz)Mdgent), a. In 7 exurgent. 
[ad. L. ex(s)urgent-em . pr. pple. of ex f)urgere : 
see Ex surge.] i- a. Arising, emerging, b. Rising 
up above the rest. 

a. 1619 Favour Antiyuit. Triumphing 536 Determining 
exurgent controuersies in a Synod. 

b. 1846 Dana Zooph. (1848) 404 The centre of the cells 
exsurgent. 

t Exsu-scitate, V. Obs. rare “L In 6-8 
exuscitate. [f. L. exf uscitdt- ppl. stem of ex- 
(s)uscitdre. f. ex- + suscitare to raise, rouse, awaken.] 
trans. To rouse up, awaken. 

2574 N ewton Health Mag. 65 Slepe after meate . . is thought 
..to stir up and exuscitate the powers. 1623 Cockeram, 
Exuscitate^ to wake up out of sleep. 1721-1800 in Bailey. 

t Exsu: scita'txon. Obs. rare “L Also 8 
exus-. [ad. L. exf)uscitdiion-em > n. of action f. 
ex s)uscitare : see prec.] The action of rousing up. 

1692 H. Hallywell Excell. Mor. Virtue 54 Virtue is. .an 
exsusc’tation and raising up of.. Intellectual Principles. 
1721 -1S00 in Bailey. 

Ii Exta ^e-ksta), [L. exta in same sense.] See 
quot. 1884; spec. (An fit/.) the entrails of a victim 
from which auguries were taken by soothsayers. 

1663 J. Spences Prophecies (1 665) 23 Diviners by the 
Smoke, the Exta, the Incense on the Altar. 1730-6 in 
Bailey (folio 1 . 1855 Smedley Occult Sciences 152 None of 
the ‘ exta however favourable they might have been, were 
of the slightest avail. _ 1884 Syd. Soc. Lex., Exta, the vis- 
cera of the chest, originally. Also, occasionally used for the 
abdominal viscera, especially the bowels, 

+ Extable. «= Acceptable (Hal.). (?) 

1545 Lisle to Hen. VIII in St. Papers (1830) I. 815 Suche 
news, .as shalbe extable unto the same. 

Extacie, -cy, obs. ff. Ecstasy. 

+ Exta’int, V. Obs. rare — 1 , [f. OF. extaint, 
pa. pple. of ex-, estaindre (Fr. eteindre) L. 
exstinguere : see Extinguish.] trans . To ex- 
tinguish. 

c 1400 Dcstr, Troy xn. 4927 Pes, j?at we proffer our pouer 
to extaint. 

+ E'xtance- Obs. rare — 1 . [ad. L. exftantia, 
n. of state f. ex(s)tant-em, pr. pple. of ex(s)tdre : 
see Extant.] Emergence. 

1682 Sir T, Browne Chr. Mor. (17561 127 He . .who hath 
in his intellect the ideal existences of things, and entities 
before their extances. 

tE'xtancy. Obs. [f. as prec.: see -ancy.] 
The fact, quality, or state of standing out or being 
protuberant ; also concr. a protuberance. 

1644 Digby. Nat. Bodies xxv. (1658)284 When water falleth 
out of the skie, it hath all the little corners or extancies of its 
body grated off by the air. 1662 Evelyn Chalcogr. (1769) 
107 One may express to the eye . . the relievo or extancie of 
objects, . 1667 Boyle Grig, formes $ Qutil. 36 The little 
Exstancies by their Figure resisted a little the Slotion of our 
Finger. 1689 Evelyn L et. 12 Aug. in Mem. (1889) III. 
441 The filing, sharpnes, and due extancie [ printed ex tan ic], 
varnish, & other markes necessary to be critically skill’d in. 
Extant (e'kstoent, ekstse*nt), a. and sb. Forms: 
6 extaunt, (7 extent V 7-8 exstant, 5- extant, 
[ad. L. ex{s)tant-em , pr. pple. of ex'ftdre to stand 
forth, be prominent, be visible, exist, f. ex - out* 
stare to stand. Cf, Fr. extant.] 

A. adj. 

1 . Standing out or above any surface ; projecting, 
protruding, protuberant, arch. 

1545 Raynold Byrth Manky mi no After that the parte 
extan te or the knot of the n a uy 11 is fallen, etc. x66o Jer. 
Taylor Duct. Dubit. n. ii. rule vi. § 30 An image, .contains 
. . all sorts of representations, flat or extant. 1669 Boyle 
Contn. New Exp . 1. (1682) 166 The Plug was extant above 
the orifice. of the vessel. 17 56 Entice London IV. 205 In 
St. Paul’s it is extant cut of the wall. 1791 Cowper Iliad 
iv. 174 Neck arid barb observing from the flesh Extant. 1814 
Cary Dante xn. it 6. 1841 Borrow Zincali (1843) L 1. vii. 

126 Its naked body half extant from the coarse blanket. 

% Standing forth to view; in early use, with 


phrase Extant to the sight, to be seen : prominent, ' 
conspicuous, manifest. Now arch, rare . 

1557 Order of Hospitalls F v The same booke is ordered, 
extant to be seene. 1570-6 LAMBARDE J Pma!>;v& Kent (1826) 
155 There are yet extant to the eie, the ruined walles of an 
auncient fortification. 1627 F. E Hist. Edw. II (1680' 21 
Old Quarrels are ript up, to make his spleen more extant. 
1677 Hale Prim. Grig. Man. 1. iii. 95. 1863 Kinglake 
Crimea (1877) IV. xii. 278 The truth should he visibly 
extant. 

1 3 . Existing so as to be publicly seen, found, or 
got at; accessible, get-at-able, Obs. 

1555 Lydgate’s Chr on. Troy To Rdr,, Whose bokes. .were 
not of long extant, yet at the last beyng found at Athenes 
have [etc.]. 1638 Penkethman Artach. Civ, He . . may 

with the assistance of the Constable seise all the Bread ex- 
tant at the Bakers house. 

4 . In existence ; existing. + Of time : Present. 
arch. + Of a fashion, etc, : In vogue, current. 

2561 T. Norton Calvin’s Inst. 1. 18 b, Among so manifold 
miserable afflictions of the Jewes. .they [the tables of God’s 
covenant] remained still safe and extant. 2581 Lambardk 
Eiren. 11. v. (1588) 191 Other matters not extant in the booke 
of the Termes. 1590 Swinburn Testaments 280 The aliena- 
tion made.before the condition were extant or accomplished. 
#1593 H. Smith Wks. (1867) II. 106 Lookhow many heresies 
are extant in the church. 1606 Shaks. Tr. <$• Cr. iv. v. 168 
In this extant moment. 2618 Wither Motto, l Nec Cure * 
(*633) 545 The fashions that last extant be. 2630 Prynne 
Anti-Annin. 126 There is notan Arminian, a Pelagian this 
day extant. 1709 Steele & Swift ‘Jailer No. 66 p 2 The 
most proper Form of Words that were ever extant in any. . 
Language. 2822 Miss Mitforo in L’Estrange Life II. vii. 
152 If routes and reviews had been extant in Shakespeare’s 
time. 1835 I. Taylor Spir. Despot, v. 229 A religious com- 
munity. . everywhere extant. 2849 Stovel Canne’s Necess . 
Introd. 10 Cromwell, Vane, and their companions were extant. 

b. Continuing to exist ; that has escaped the 
ravages of time, still existing. 

1581 J. Bell II addon’s A nsw. Osor. 462 b, In the same 
Church is extaunt the Altar whereupon he prayd. 26x0 A. 
Cooke Pope Joan in Hart. Misc. (Malh.) IV. 57, I say, 
there are few of his works extant ; and in those which are 
extant, he shews no gall against the popes. 2634 Sir T. 
Herbert Trav. 191 She leapes into . . fire, which leaves 
nothing extant save fame and ashes. 2792 Boswell John- 
son an. 2745-6, None of his letters during those years are 
extant. 1848 Lytton Harold 1. iv, The Roman temple, 
extant in the time of Geoffry of Monmouth. 1864 Bowen 
Logic xii. 384 These fossils do not differ more from the 
extant types. 1874 Green Short Hist. i. 7 The only ex- 
tant British account is that of the monk Giklas. 

tB. sb. a. An extant copy (cf. Extat). b. 
pi. Remains. Obs. 

2592 tr. Julius on Rev. xi. 7 There is an extant of that matter 
written by the same Boniface, a 1659 Cleveland Poor 
Cavalier 40 Now Peace be with thy Dust.. For the next 
motion to a Calm. .Will thy poor Extants into petces tear. 

Extaseie, -ase, -asie, -asy, obs. ff. Ecstasy. 

+ E*xtat. Obs. rare ~ \ [subst. use of L. ex- 
(spat it stands forth, 3rd pers. sing. pres. t. of exstdre 
(see Extant).] ? A recorded example. 

2625 Bp. Mountagu App. Caesar 124 There is no such 
Extat of any Generali Councell. 

Extatic, -al, obs. ff. Ecstatic^ -al. 

Exteame, obs. form of Esteem. 

Extemporal (ekste-mporal), a. Now rare . 
[ad. L, extempordl-is arising out of the moment, 
f. ex tempore : see Extempore. Cf. Temporal.] 

1 . Done, said, or conceived on the spur of the 
moment ; not premeditated or studied beforehand ; 
impromptu ; off-hand. 

2570 Levins Man ip, 24 Extemporall extemporalis. 1577 
Holinshed Chron. IV. 225 Hir maiesties extemporall oration, 
2607 Tourneur Rev. T rag. in. vi, Aduizing you to..ex- 
temporall execution. 1649 Milton Eikou. xxiv. 492 He . . 
makes a difficulty how the people can joyne thir hearts to 
extemporal prayers. 2753 Adventurer No. 81 An extem- 
poral poem jn praise of tiie city. 2836 J. Keble Sermons 
viii. Postscript (2848', The light extemporal way in which 
many reject it. 2857 De Quincey R. Bentley Wks. VII. 
214 Bentley sat down and wrote extemporal emendations on 
three hundred and twenty-three passages in the Fragments. 

f b. Of a person : Speaking, able or given to 
speak, extempore. Obs . 

2588 Fraunce Lawiers Log. 1. v. 31 b, An affect of an 
extemporall Rhetor. 15 88 Shaks, L. L. L. i. ii. 189 Assist 
me some ex temporally god of Rime. 2596 Edw. Ill, iv. iv, 
60 He cannot pray without the hook ; I think him no divine 
extemporal. 2622 Donne Serm. 15 Sept. 67 Those Preachers 
. .are not ignorant, vnlearned, extemporall men. 2636 B. 
Jonson Discov. Wks. (Rtldg. ) 743/2 Many foolish things fall 
from wise men, if they speak in haste, or be extemporal. 

t C. Of faculty or habit : Pertaining to, or con- 
cerned with, extempore speech or action. Obs. 

1573 G* H arvey Letier-bk. (Camden) 7 M. Levvins extem- 
poral faculti is better then M. Becons is. a 2605 Stow in 
©’Israeli Cur. Lit. ti866) 228 He had a wondrous, plentiful, 
pleasant, extemporal wit. 2624 Wotton Archit. in Reliq. 
Wot ton. (2685) 67 The Judging must flow from an extem- 
poral Habit. 1642 Bp. Durham Presentment of Schismatic 
24 Their extemporall faculty w ,:1) they bragge of. 

1 2 . Made for the occasion. Obs. 

2622-5 Bp. Hall Contempt. O. T. xx. ii, Having now 
erected an extemporall throne. 

Hence f Bxts-mporally adv., in an extemporal 
manner ; impromptu, Bxte'mporalness, the 
quality of being extemporal ; the faculty of speak- 
ing extempore. 

2577 G. Harvey Letter-bk. (Camdenl 55 A fewe delicate 
| poeticall devises of Mr. G. H. extemporally written by him. 
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EXTEMPOBY, 


EXTEMPORALITY. 


* 59 ? Shaks. Ven. <f- Ad. 836 She . . sings extemporary a 
wofull dime. 1656 W. D. tr. Comenius' Gate Lat. Uni. § 694 
Hee. .[is called] Eloquent, .especially if hee bee ready even 
to extemporalness. 1674 A. G. Quest, cone. Oath of Alleg. 
31 Any other remedy than what true Reason . . will extem- 
porary dictate in such an occasion. 

t Este-mporality. Obs.-° [f. L. extern- 
pordl-itas : see -ity.] Extemporariness ; the faculty 
of extemporaneous speaking. 

1656-81 in Blount Glossogr. 1775 in Ash, 

t Extempora-nean, a. Obs. [f. as next + 
-an.] = next. 

1621 Burton Anat. Mel. Democr. 9 Those other faults of 
Barbarisme, Doricke dialecte, extemporanean stile. 1601 
Wood Ath. Ox on. II. 184 He was accounted . . a ready or 
extemporanean speaker. 

Extemporaneous (ekste^mpdrirn/bs), a. [f. 

late L. extemporane- us (in some texts of Quintilian 
for extemporalis ; f. ex tempore : see Extempore) 
+ -Otis. Cf. F. extemporanil\ 

1. Not premeditated or studied, off-hand, extem- 
pore ; esp. of discourse, prayer, etc. Rarely of a 
person: Speaking extempore; also, inclined to 
promptness of action. 

1656-8 1 in Blount Glossogr. 1673 Boyle Excell. Thcol 
Wks. IV v 54 If it happen (as it often will in extempo- 
raneous discourse) that a philosopher be not rightly under- 
stood. 1722 Wollaston Relig. Nat. v. 124 This cannot be 
done in extemporaneous effusions; and therefore there must 
be forms premeditated. 1812 Religionism 60 Extempora- 
neous pulpiteers, your text Prepare. 1825 Ld. Cockburn 
Mem. 418 He seldom utters an extemporaneous word. His 
habit is to have every thing written, to the very letter. 
1847 L. Hunt Men, Women , § B. II. x. 230 Ladies of an 
extemporaneous^ turn of mind. 1848 Macaulay Hist. Eng. 
I. 159 There might be a revised liturgy which should not 
exclude extemporaneous prayer. 1863 Robinson in Macm. 
Mag. Mar. 416 Extemporaneous preaching is. .best adapted 
to interest and amuse the hearers. 


2. Made lor the occasion, hastily erected or pre- 
pared. Of a medicine : Needing to be prepared 
at the time of prescription ; opposed to officinal. 
So extemporaneous practice. 

1725 Bradley Earn. Diet . s. v. Water Germander \ [It is] 
somewhat strange, that it is not oftner met with in extem- 
poraneous Practise. 1727 Ibid. s. v. Cup Moss , Mosses . . 
have never obtain'd officinal or extemporaneous prescription. 
1754 Warburton Ld. Bolingbroke's Philos, ii. (1756) 72 His 
famous book . . taken as an extemporaneous cordial, . . to 
support himself under his frequent paroxysms. 1830 Southey 
in Q. Rev. XLII. 99 This extemporaneous architecture was 
soon completed. 1872 Yeats Growth Comm. 61 He directed 
his servants to furnish an extemporaneous supper. 

Hence Extemporaneously adv., in an extem- 


poraneous manner. Extemporaneousuess, the 
quality of being extemporaneous. 

1764 Harmer Observ. iv. v. 212 The extemporaneousness 
of them [Eastern songs]. 1791 Edin. New Disp. 525 Any 
proper tincture . . may be extemporaneously joined. 1794 

G. Adams Nat. <$• Exp. Philos. IV. li. 415 The barometer 
thus extemporaneously made, will be nearly as perfect . . as 
before. 1836 H. Coleridge North. Worthies (1852) I. 66 
Questions which it were worse than folly to treat extem- 
poraneously. 1891 Spectator 28 Feb. 308/1 Insufficient 
preparation, and ail the other evils which are briefly com- 
prehended in the description of extemporaneousness. 

t Exte*mporany, a. Obs. rare- 1 . [ad. late 
L. extempordne-us : see prec,] — prec. 

1673 Kay jfourn. Low C. 397 Sometimes extemporany, 
sometimes premeditated. 

Extemporary (ekste*mpdrari\ a. and sb. [f. 
Extempore a. + -ary.] A. adj. 

1. Unpremeditated; esp. of prayer, discourse, 
composition, etc. ; — Extempore a. 2. Occas. of a 
speaker ; t formerly also of the ability to speak. 

1610 Br. Hall Apol. Brownists § 42 The seruice said in 
our parish-churches is as good a seruice to God as the ex- 
temporary deuotions in your parlours. 1648-9 Eikon . Bas. 
78 Those men who gloried in their extemporary vein and 
fluency. 1684 Winstanley in Shaks. C. Praise 400 Queen 
Elizabeth coming Into a Grammar-School made this extem- 
porary Verse. 1849 Ld. Cockburn Jml. II. 244, I have 
never known a truly extemporary preacher. 1875 Emerson 
Lett. <$• Soc. Aims vi. 157 Cardinal de Retz .. described 
himself in an extemporary Latin sentence. . 1880 Vern. Lee 
Stud. Italy n. ii. 27 Italy appears at all times to have pro- 
duced extemporary poets. 

quasi-adv. 1629 N. C[arpenter] Ackilophel 38 David's 
prayer, .proceeded from him extemporary. 

»fb. nonce-use. 

1642 Sir T. Browne Relig. Med. 1. § 33. 78 , 1 believe they 
[ the Angels] have an extemporary knowledge. 

f 2. Arising at the moment, occasional, casual; 
sudden, unexpected. Obs. 

1639 Fuller Holy War 1. xxiv. (1840)46 Being no slip of 
an extemporary passion, but a studied and premeditated act. 
a x66o Hammond Scrm. on Matt. xi. 30 Wks. IV. 480 The 
most extemporary view of the commands of the decalogue. 
1672 Shadwell Miser iv, Extemporary love is most com- 
monly as hypocritical as extemporary prayer. 1758 John- 
son Idler No. 94 l* 4 A calm delight, such as. .is yet easily 
quitted for some extemporary joy. 

3. Made for, or suggested by the occasion ; 
hastily built, framed, prepared, or provided ; make- 
shift ; ® Extempore a. 3. 

1631 T. May tr. Barclay's Mirr. of Mindes 1. 199 They. . 
constitute one common and extemporary home, 1655-60 
Stanley Hist. Philos. { 1701) 349/2 As soon as he landed, 
they, .rear’d an extemporary Akar. before him. 1699 Evelyn 
Acetaria (1729) 153 Such Plants, .are easily prepar’d for an 
Extemporary Collation. 1779-8* Johnson L. P., Milton 


y> ks. II. 1 17 The system of extemporary government .. fell 
into fragments. 1841 DTsraeli Amen. Lit. (18671 581 Such 
elaborate dramatic personages were not extemporary crea- 
tions thrown off in the heat of the pen. a 2864 Hawthorne 
Amer. Note-bks. { 1879’ II. 146 A sty even more extemporary 
than the shanties. 

t B. sb. An extemporary speech or action; an 
impromptu. Obs. 

a 1661 Fuller Worthies m. 9 His extemporaries were 
often better than his premeditations. 1685 Cracum's Cour- 
tiers Orac. 52 Extemporaries are the gentile feats of a good 
discerning. 

Hence f Eartempora'rian., one who speaks ex- 
tempore; one who maintains the propriety of 
speaking extempore. Este-mporarily adv., in 
an extemporary manner ; without premeditation. 
Esrte-mporariiiess, extemporary quality. 

x68o G. Hickes Spirit Popery 45 Either the Church of 
England, or the People called Quakers are in the right, and 
Extemporarians, not Inspired, certainly in the Wrong. 1667 

H. More Div. Dial. 11. vi. (1713) 108, I have answered as 
well as I could thus extemporarily. a 1754 Fielding Dt r- 
mosth. xst Olynthiac Wks, 1775 IX. 238 Extemporarily, 
and without premeditation. 2840 Mill Diss. <$• Disc . (1875) 

I. 400 Extemporarily adapting means to ends. 1671 True 
Nonconf. 245 You endeavour thereby, to impugne extempo- 
rariness, multiplicity, and variety of words, in Prayer. 

t Bxte*mporate, a. Obs. [f. Extempore 
adv. + -ate -.] a. Done or produced extempore ; 
b. = Extemporal. 

tS9° Greene Never too late (j6oo) 104 In an extemporate 
humor lie made this sonnet. 1651 Baxter Inf. Bapt. Apol. 
4 To my first Paper I could never have answer (save to the 
extemporate writing before at our meeting 1 . x66x Papers 
on Alter. Prayer-bk. 37 Prayers, both prepared and ex- 
temporate have been ordinarily used. 1685 Baxter Paraphr. 
N. T. Ephes. v. 19 I t would be mad Work for a Congrega- 
tion to sing extemporate Songs. 

Extempore (eks|te*mpoii), adv. a. and sb. 
[a. L. phrase ex tempore lit. ‘ out of the time \] 

A. adv. 

1. At the moment, without premeditation or pre- 
paration; at first sight; off-hand. Now usually with 
reference to speech, composition, or musical per- 
formance. To speak extempore in present use 
often merely means to speak without notes, or 
without reading from manuscript To pray ex- 
tempore is opposed to using a set form of prayer. 

«i5S3 Udall Royster D. (Arb.) 32 Yea and extempore will 
he dities compose. 1588 Babington Exp . Lord’s Pr. 175 
Afterward . . he . . began to preach extempore. 1594 Plat 
Jewell-ho. m. 29 A speed ie .. drinke which trauailers may 
make for themselves (ex tempore) when they are distressed 
for want of good Beer. 1642 P. Rupert Declaration 2 
Noblemen . . could then fight so valiantly ex tempore, a x688 
Bunyan Wks. II. 677 It is at this day wonderful common, 
for men to pray Ex -tempore. .To pray by a Book . . is now 
out of fashion. 1697 Collier Ess. Mor. Subj. 1. (1700) 140, 
I don’t like a Man that can hate at first Sight, and kill Ex- 
tempore, 1752 Phil. Trans. 11 June, [The tackle and pul- 
lies], .being easily, .applied ex tempore as occasion requires. 
1756 Lady M. W. Montague Lett, xcviii. IV. 81, I wrote, 
extempore, on the back of the song, some stanzas, that went 
perfectly well to the tune. 1837 Mrs. Carlyle Lett. I. 72 
He proposes to speak these lectures extempore, a 1845 
Hoop Open Question ix, He played extempore as well As 
certain wild Itinerants on Sunday. 1847 Grote Greece 
(1862) III. xxxvi. 289 The right expedient seemed to flash 
upon his mind extempore. x866 G. Macdonald Ann. Q. 
Neighb . xi. (1878) 209, I always preach extempore. 

f 2. On the instant ; at once ; immediately. Obs. 
X593 Nashe Four Lett. Confnt. 65 You shall see me cast 
a figure for him extempore. 1604 Meeting Gallants at Or - 
dinarie 22 The body must be removed . . extempore : it 
would affect all the Ayre round about else. 1663 J. Spencer 
Prodigies Pref,, I’d yeeld extempore my breath. 

1 3. To live extempore : to live 4 from hand to 
mouth \ Obs. 

1679 J. Goodman Penit. Pardoned n. 1.(1713) 146 When a 
man lives not ex tempore, but premeditates. 17Z8 T. Sheri- 
dan Persius iii. (1739) 47 To live extempore without any 
Regard to the future. 1794 Sullivan View Nat. IV. 58 
There are too many in the world, .who seem to live extem- 
pore, .being immersed only in present matters. 

B. adj. 

L Arising out of the moment ; casual, occa- 
sional ; sudden, unprepared for. Now only of 
personal actions (cf. z). 

1639 Fuller Holy War v. xiv. (1840) 267 It was .. an 
extempore water, flowing from the snow which melted on 
hills. 1679 J. Goodman Penit. Pardoned 11. ii. (17x3) 174 
It was but a flash, an extempore motion, a 17x6 South 
Wks. IV. 50 To make the salvation of an immortal soul, 
such a slight, extempore business. 1755 Young Centaur v. 
Wks. 1757 IV. 240 Shall we . . leap plumb into the jaws of 
extempore death? 1809 W. Irving Knickerb. (x86x) 150 He 
was somewhat subject to extempore bursts of passion. 1840 
Hood Up the Rhine 228 Markham’s extempore champion- 
ship of the twelve tribes. 

2. Of a discourse, etc. : Composed, spoken, per- 
formed, or acted at the moment, without premedi- 
tation or preparation. Now usually understood to 
mean *. Without the assistance of notes, or without 
reading. 

<2x637 B. Jonson Leges Convivales Wks. (Rtldg.) 727 
Let no poetaster command Another extempore verses to 
make. 1665 Wither Lord's Prayer Preamb., There is in 
many, an excellent gift of extempore vocal Prayer, a 1704 
Locke Paraphr. 1 Cor. xiv. note Wks. 17x4. III. 199 Their 
singing..was of extempore hymns by the impulse of the 
Spirit. 1756 Cibber Apol. (ed. 4) II. 1x2 Extempore farces 


or dialogues continued till they were displaced by the exhi- 
bition of the mysteries. 1795 Mason Ch. Mas. i. 54 Volun- 
taries. . continue to be always extempore productions. 1837 
J. H. Newman Par. Serw. (1839) J. xx. 301 To be present 
at extempore prayer, is to hear prayers. 1841 DTsraeli 
Amen. Lit . (2867) 292 The boy .. acted an extempore part 
of his own invention. 1844 Stanley A mold I. iii. 141 His 
[Dr. Arnold’s] power of extempore translation into English, 
b. Of speake rs, periormt rs. 

1791-1323 DTsraeli Cur. Lit. (1866) 226/2 This accom- 
plished extempore actor. x886 Beetons Complete Orator 11. 
122 Tdlotson failed altogether as an extempore preacher, 

3. Contrived for the occasion, makeshift. 

1694 F. Brac.gr Disc, on Parables 1 7 To., have an ex- 
tempore superficial religion. 1806-7 J. Beresford Miseries 
Hum. Life (18261 x. xxi, Dinner dressed by the housemaid 
with extempore spits, ; saucepans etc. 1823 Bentham Not 
Paul 347 A sort of mixed and extempore judicatory. 1856 
Miss Mu lock y. Halifax (ed. 17) 176 John lay on an ex- 
tempore sofa, 

+ C. sb. Extempore composition, speech, or 
performance ; an impromptu, improvisation. Obs. 

2598 B. Jonson Ev. Man in Hum. v. A poet ! I will 
challenge him my selfe presently, at ex tempore. x6xo 
ilistrio-m. \. 127 Post. We can all sing and say, And so 
(with practise) soone may learn to play. Inc. True, could 
our action answer your extempore. 1660 Pepys Diary 6 
July, W. H. and I did sing extempores. 1737 Common Sense 
U738) I. 312 Anagrams, .and ex Tempores are all their own. 
1798 Wolcott (P. Pindar) Tales of Hoy Wks. 1812 IV. 410 
T he extempore, the extempore on the Flys, or y. u shan’t 
have your Passage for nothing. 1813 Scott Trierm. n. 
Interl. at end, ii, Such may hither secret stray, To labour 
an extempore. 1815 W. H. Ireland Scribbleomania 49 A 
specimen of Mr. Pratt’s extempore. 

tExte*mpore, V. Obs. rare [f. prec.] 
trans. = Extemfori z k. 

1771 Smollet Humph. Cl. III. 3 Oct., A loud laugh . . he 
could at all times extempore. 

tExtemporean, a. Obs. rare- 1 . [?f. Ex- 
tempore + -an; but perh. mispr. jor extemporanean , 
which Burton uses elsewhere.] Extemporaneous. 

1621 Burton Anat. Mel. Democr. (1651,1 12 It was first 
written., in an extemporean stile. 

ESxtemporist (ekste*mporist). rare- 1 . [f. 
Extempor-e adv. + -ist.] One who is given to 
extemporize. 

x8x2 Religionism 60 Extemporists. 

Extemporization (ekste^mponfiz^-Jan). [f. 
next + -ATION.] The action of speaking, or of 
composing and executing music, extempore; im- 
provisation; an extempore performance. 

i860 Worcester cites A then man. 1865 Pall Mall G. 19 
June 4 For three-quarters of an hour last Sunday, I was 
obliged to listen to Mr. Y.’s extemporization. 1879 O. W. 
Holmes Motley xxi. 164 A conversation must necessarily 
imply a certain amount of extemporization on the part of 
both. 

Extemporize (ekste-mporaiz), v. [f. Extem- 
POB-E adv. + -IZE.] 

1. inir. To speak extempore. Also, to compose 
and perform music off-hand ; to improvise. 

a 1717 [see Extemporizing vbl.sbl). 1775 in Ash. 1883 
A. Phelps Eng. Style vii. 109 Preachers are prone either to 
extemporize always or to write always. 1887 Pall Mall G. 
30 Dec. 13/2, I resolved on a certain Sunday night to ex- 
temporize. 

2. trans. To compose on the spur of the moment; 
to compose and utter off-hand. 

X817 Byron Zte//<?xxxixi, He.. could himself extemporise 
some stanzas. 1841 Mi all Nonconf. 1 . 12 The plain, simple 
Scottish writer, who . . ex-temponsed the contents of this 
book. x 83 o Vern. Lee Stud. Italy v. 238 Their successors 
were obliged to leave half of the dialogue to be extemporised. 

3. To produce or get up on the spur of the 
moment ; to invent for the occasion. 

*858 Times o Nov., Gunners, .cannot be extemporized. 
1864 Ibid. 24 Dec., The Federals.. extemporized a Budget 
exactly as they extemporized an army. 1874 Carpenter 
Ment. Phys. 1. ii. § 43 The Amoeba . . when it has met with 
a nutritive particle, extemporises a stomach for its recep- 
tion, 1878 Bosw. Smith Carthage 197 The canoes which 
he had extemporised. 1880 L. Stephen Pope vii. 159 It was 
his [Bolingbroke’s] special glory to extemporize statesman- 
ship without sacrificing pleasure. 

Hence Exte*mporized ppl. a., in senses of the 
verb. Exte’xnporizer, one who speaks or com- 
poses extempore. Esrte'inpoxxzing' vbl. sb., also 
attrib. and ppl. a. 

1856 Froude Hist. Eng. I. 6x It was an extemporized", 
allegory. 1868 Freeman Norm. Conq, (1876) IL viii. 211 
The extemporized jurisprudence of a later age. 18x2 Re- 
ligion is? n 62 Th’extemporizer’s art who knows. Than pray 
had rather hear him blow his nose. / 1852 Meander ings of 
Mem. 1 . 47 Matter to sustain The staggering extemporizer’s 
pain, 1692 South Serm. (1697) II. 159 The Extemporizing 
faculty is never more out of its Element, than in the Pulpit. 
*644 Milton Areop. (Arb.) 56 The cursory eyes of a tem- 
porizing and extemporizing licenser. x88o Grove Diet. 
Mus. I. 499/2 Extemporizing machine, an invention for 
printing the notes of an extemporaneous performance, by 
means of mechanism connected with the keyboard of a 
pianoforte or organ. 

t Exte mpory, adv. and a. Obs. [Anglicized 
form of Extempore.] =■ Extempore. 

1623 Cockeram n. Out of Hand, Extempory. *655 Fuller 
Ch- Hist . vm. i. § 30 Some being for extempory prayers, 
but none to my knowledge for extempory pollicy. 1658 
XJssher Ann. 351 Whereunto they extempory made him 
very prudent and well advised answers. 1679 Hist, fetzer 
27 His Knife (which for a piece of extempory Service he 
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always wore about him\ 1775 M. G uthrie in G. Cohnctn's 
Posth. Lett, (1820) 1 18 Celebrating our activity.. with ex* 
tempory Song. 

Hence f 3Sxte'mporiness. 

1727 in Bailey vol. II. 1775 in Ash. 

Extend (ekste-nd), v. 'Also 5 estend. [ME. 
extenden, ad. L. extenders, f. tx- out + tenders to 
stretch. The form estend is through Fr. estendre .] 

I. To stretch cut. 

1. irans. To stretch forcibly, strain. 

< + ft. To stretch or pull out (anything) to its full 
size ; to strain (nerves') ; . to hold or maintain in a 
stretched condition. Also, to train (a vine) ; after 
L. extendere vitem. Ohs. 

c 1420 Pall ad. on Hush. 1. 140 In landesdrie and hoofce noo 
vyne extende. 1326 Pilgr.Perf. (W. de W. 1531) 255 b, He 
was extended & strayned on y“ crosse. 1541 Barnes Wks. 
(*573'246/x Her wrinckles bee extended and stretched out. 
i66x Lovell Hist. Anim.fy Min. 6 It [Assess milk] extend- 
ing the skinn, making it tender and removing wrinkles. 
1725 Pope Odyssey v. 438 To reach Phaiacia all thy nerves 
extend. 1794 Rigging <V Seamanship I. 83 Quadrilateral 
sails are extended by yards, 
b. Manege. (See quot.V 

1737 Bailey vol. II, To extend fa Horse') signifies to make 
him go large. 1753 in Chambers CycL Snpp. 1886 Sat. Rev. 
6 Mar. 327/1 Considering. .what his [the horse's] stride is 
when really extended. 

f c. To strain the capacity of, distend (a vessel, 
etc.). Also Jig. Ohs, 

1481 Caxton Mirr. 1. iv. Bi*jb, Of alle goodes they ex- 
tende them & discorde fro god. 1533 Elyot Cast. Helthe 
11. xxxv. 53 Men and women . . muste reade oftentimes 
lowde..extendyng otit the wyndepype. a 1642 Jos. Shute 
Judgem. Me rcy (1645) 99 No man should extend himself 
beyond the latitude of his own calling. 1704 Swift Meek. 
O per at. Spirit Misc, 1 17m 299 The Saint felt his Vessel full 
extended in every Part, c 1720 Prior Turtle <§• Sparrow 19 
Fair swans, extend your dying throats. 

d. inir. for rejl. To expand ; to become dis- 
tended. 

*753 N. Torriano Midwifry 18 Some Authors alledge, 
that the Womb grows thinner, others that it grows thicker 
in uterine Gestation, as it extends. 

2. T 11 weaker sense : To straighten out, place at 
full length; to lay out (the body, limbs, etc.) in a 
horizontal position, f Also intr. for refit 

£•1386 Chaucer Man of Law’s T. 363 Flerner of feendes, 
out of him and here On which thy lymes feithfully extenden, 
Me kepe. 1624 Donne Devotions (ax If those pieces were 
extended and stretched out in Man. avjzq Congreve 
Lament. Hecuba in Chalmers X. 276 Hector’s Corps ex- 
tended on a Bier. 1872 Huxley Phys. vii. 174 A limb is 
flexed, when it is bent ; extended, when it is straightened 
out* i 883 Hatch Hibbert Led. (18901 hl 74 When it was 
said ‘The government shall be upon his shoulder,' it was 
meant that Christ should be extended on the cross. 

b. To write out at full length ; esp. to transcribe 
(shorthand notes) in longhand ; to expand (graphi- 
cal contractions)*. Also, to write out (a legal in- 
strument) in proper form (now chiefly Sc.). 

a 1639 Wotton Re Equine (1672) 89 The contracting and 
extending the lines and sense of others.. would appear a 
thankless office, a 1693 Urquhart Rabelais lit, xxiii, We 
will take Instrument formally and authentically extended. 
1826 J. Wilson Nod. A mbri Wks. 1855 I. 334 * Takin down 
the conversation in heeroglynhics, and at hame, extendin 
your notes.' 1874 in Ripon Ch. Acts Pref. 8 The Surtees 
Society has always adhered to the plan of ‘ extending’ con- 
tractions. 1883 Ogilvie, To extend a deed, to make a 
fair copy of a deed on paper, parchment, or the like, for 
signature ; to engross a deed. [Scotch.] 

c. Comm. To extend an invoice, etc. ; to calcu- 
late and ‘ carry out 4 the amount of each line con- 
tained in it. (Cf. branch III.) 

3. To stretch, draw (e.g. a cord, a line of troops) 
in a specified direction, or so as to reach to a cer- 
tain point. In Practical Geometry, etc. : To open 
out (a pair of compasses) ; also ahsol. 

1624 Gunter Dcscr. Crosse-staffe 1. vi. 20 Extend the com* 
passes from the diuisor to r, the same extent shall reach 
from the diuidend to the quotient. 1697 Dryden Encid 1. 
587 Some extend the Wall, some build the Citadel, 1703 
Moxqn Mech. Exerc. 343 Then removing the string the 
space of 15 degrees m the Quadrant, and extending it to the 
Equator on the Cieling. *709 Steele Tatler No. 55 r 5 
His Troops are extended from Exilles to Mount Genevre. 
1734 De Foe Mem. Cavalier (2840) 170 Colonel Sandys. . 
extends himself to the left. . and began to form his men. 
x 794 J- H. Moore Tract. Navig. 64 Extend from radius or 
90° to the course 5 points on the line of sines. 

b. r&fi. and intr. for reft. To stretch or cont'nue 
for a specified distance ; to reach,' be continuous, to 
or towards a certain point of space or time. 

1481 Caxton Godfrey 73 Thens departeth anarme like 
a fresshe water, And estendeth it toward the eest. 1514 
Barclay Cyt. 4 Uplondsyshm. (Percy Soc.) 9 An hepe of 
snowe So hye extendynge our steple is more lowe. 1553 
Brendk Q. Curtins via (1570) 193 So much ground as 
hiscampe did conteyne, extendyng m compasse lx. furlonges; 
1607 Shaks. Timoti n. ii. 160 To Lacedemon did my Land 
extend. 1663 Graunt Obscrv. Bills Mortal, i 1665) 226 No 
greater than that unto which the voice of a Preacher of a 
middling Lun^s can easily extend. 1711 Pope Temp, fame 
205 Arches widen, and long iles extend. 1769 De Foe’s 
Tour Gt . Brit. I. 183 The Shore extends itself a great Way 
into the Sea. ^ 1796-7 Instr. f Reg. Cavalry (1813' 169 The 
point and division on which the whole 'are ’to form will he 
named ; the whole will extend from it. . 1845 M. Pattis oh 
Ess. (1889) L 16 Neustria. .extended from the Meuse almost 
to the present southern limits of France. ' 1873 E. Spauld- 
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ing In Raymond Statist. Mines $ Mining 90 The Blue 
Lead .. extends through the county parallel to the main 
range. 2886 March. Exam. 9 Feb. 5/2 The strike has ex- 
tended over 22 weeks. 

fig. 1552 Hulqet, Extende to, or be as much worth as 
his word, suppeto, 

T c. To be directed to an object ; to tend. Also, 
to belong, pertain. Ohs. 

a 1533 Li>. Berners Gold. Bk. M. Aurcl. (1546) C v, He 
trauayled. , too. .serclie what extended to the arte of Nygro- 
manycye. 1380 Baret A Iv, E 492 To Extend to : to touch 
a thing, pertmeo. 3381 Marbeck Bk. of Notes 49 Anger 
is no sinne, so that . . the ende whether it extendeth be ver- 
tuous. 3605 Bacon Adv. Learn. 11. vi. § 2 No light of 
nature extendeth to declare the will and true Worship of 
God. 

4. tram. To lengthen, prolong; to continue to 
a greater distance ; to push forward in space. 

1569 Abp. Parker Corr. (Parker Soc.) 351, I take some 
heed not to extend my sleeve beyond my arm.' 1765 A. 
Dickson Treat. Agric. fed. 2) 18 Let the earth be extracted, 
and plants cannot extend themselves; 1854 Act 27-% Viet. 
c. clxxxvi. (title). An Act toenahle the Portsmouth Railway 
Company, .to extend their.. Line from Godaiming to Shal- 
ford, 

b. To prolong in duration. 

1380 Baret Alv.^E 492 Is extended to this time. 1605 
Shaks. Macb. hi. iv. 57 If much you note him You shall 
offend him, and extend his Passion ; Feed, and regard him 
not. a 1633 Donne Serm. vii. U640) 62 If I extend this 
Sermon, if you extend your Devotion, or your. Patience, 
beyond the ordinary time. 1725 Pope Odyss. iv. 18 To 
Helen's bed the Gods alone assign Hermtone t' extend the 
regal, line. 1796 C. Marshall Garden, xix. < 1813) 349 The 
season may be extended. 1883 Cussans Ilandbk. Heraldry 
Introd. 14 It is the labour.. of vanity to extend the term of 
this ideal longevity. 

e. To carry to a further point of completeness. 

1727 Swift Gulliver in. iii. 196 This advantage hath 
enabled them to extend their discoveries much farther. 
2832 Ht. Marti neau Life in Wilds ix. 218 Machinery 
might be extended to the utmost perfection; 

5. To spread out in area ; to make to cover a cer- 
tain space; f to open out 1 something furled tip). 

1675 Evelyn Terra (1676) 148 You may . . extend a Tent 
over it, to keep out Rain. 1730 A. Gordon tr. Majfd's 
Amphith. 349, An Awning was extended over the Amphi- 
theatre. 1767 Franklin Lett. ( 1833) 107 Men., carry 
umbrellas In their hands, which they extend in case of 
rain. ■ 

b. Mctaph, Used in passive with generalized 
sense; To possess ‘extension* or spatial magni- 
tude. . 

2666 [see Extended ppl. a. 4]. 2690 Locke Hum. Hud. 
H, i. f 1695) 43 ’Tis. .as intelligible to say, that a body is ex- 
tended without parts, as that any thing thinks without being 
conscious of it. 1717 Prior Alma 1. 96 The mind, say they, 
while you sustain. To hold her station in the brain; You 
grant, at least she is extended. 1759 Johnson RasseZas 
xlvii, ‘ I know not how to conceive anything without ex- 
tension ; what is extended must have parts’. 1796 Hutton 
Math. Diet, I, 460/3 It is usual to consider it [a body] as 
extended only in length, breadth, and thickness. 1862 [see 
Extended ppl. a. 4]. • . 

e. intr. To cover an area; to stretch out in 
various directions. Of immaterial things: To have 
a certain range or scope. 

1481 Caxton Myrr. in. xxi. 1 81 This [heaven] is that 
gyueth to vs his colour blew, the whiehe estendeth aboue 
thayer, 2339. in Scrype Ann. Ref. I. App. x. 28 The parlia- 
ment, which I knowledge to be of great strengthe in matters 
whereunto it extendethe. 1397 Daniel Civ. H ’ares vr. 97 
All the purple plains that wide extend. 1605 Bacon Adv. 
Learn. I. vivi. § 3 The commandment extendeth more over 
the wills of men, and not only over their deeds and services. 
1697 Drvden Virg. Georg. 111. 514 Some ancient Oak, whose 
Arms extend In ample Breadth. 1722 De Foe Plague ( 1884 
Rtldg.) 1 13 These Robberies extended chiefly to Wearing- 
Cloths. 1729 Butler Serm. Wks. 1874 II. 262 Moral obli- 
gations can extend no further than to natural possibilities. 
1841 Lane Arab. Pits. I. 88 Thou art he whose goodness 
extendeth to all men. 1876 J. H. Newman Hist. Sh. 1. 1. ii. 
70 Its commerce extended from China to Europe. 

6 . tram. To widen, enlarge (boundaries) ; to 
enlarge the area of. Also intr. for reft. 

1580 Baret A Iv. E 492 To extend the bounds. 1697 D ry- 
den Virg. Georg, iv. 177 My Song to flow'ry Gardens might 
extend. 2869 Farrar Pam. Speech it. 40 First westward 
and northward .. the Aryans extended, 1876 E. Jenkins 
Blot on Queen's Head 3 The way in, which this urn had 
gone on extending. 

b. To widen the range, scope, area of applica- 
tion of (a law, operation, dominion, state of things, 
etc.l ; to enlarge the scope or meaning of (a word). 

1584 R. Scot Discoic Witcher, x. i, 277 Oncn. .is extended 
to the interpretation of dreames. 1594 Hooker Ecd. Pol. x. 
vui. !i6ii) 21 Yet do we not so far extend the law of reason. 
2606 Shaks. Ant <$• Cl. v. ii. 62 You do extend These thoughts 
of horror further than you shall Finde cause in Caesar. 2655- 
60 Stanley // ist. Philos. (2701) 40/1 Croesus wondered to see 
their Plenty extended to the very Beasts. 1709 Steele & 
Addisqn Taller No. 103 ? 13 To strengthen and extend his 
Sight by a Glass. 2731 Jorttn Serm. f 177x1 IV. xv. 302 We 
are taught to extend our prayers beyond -our own private ne- 
cessities. 2833 0. Gordon in Report, etc. on Recomm. Oxf. 
Unm. Comm. 196, I have nothing to say about the fourth 
mode suggested .of extending the University. 1854 H. 
Spence ^Genesis gf Sc tehee Ess. (2838) 162 The invention of 
the barometer enabled men to extend the principles of me- 
chanics to the atmosphere. 

reft. 2798 Ferriar lUnsir. Sterne it The fashion ex- 
tended itself among the courtiers. 1855 Brewster Nexoton 
II. xix ; 207 The reputation of Newton had been gradually 
extending itself on the continent. 


f C. rejl. To give oneself space; to dilate, en- 
large on a subject. Ohs. 

a 1635 Naunton Fragm. Reg. fArb.^i, I forbear to extend 
myself in any further relation upon this subject. 1635 Earl 
Orrery Earthen. (1676) 242 He extended himself eloquently 
and largely upon this subject. 

f 7. To magnify in ' representation ; to exagge- 
rate. Ohs. 

1509 Hawes Past. Pleas, xxtx. (Percy Soc.) 143, I can 
nothing extende the goodlines Of her temple. 1621 Shaks. 
Cymb. 1. i. 25, Second Gent. You speake him farre. First 
Gent. I do extend him (Sir) within himselfe. 

, II. To stretch forth, hold out. 

8 . To stretch forth (the arm or hand). Cf. 2 . 
Also, to hold out, put forward (a staff, etc.). 

1601 Shaks. Twel. N. n. v. 72, I extend my hand to him 
thus. x6it Coryat Crudities 87 That they [vines] may the 
more extend their branches in length. 1697 Dryden Eneid 
1. 683 See.. his old Sire his helpless Hand extend. 2788 
Cowper Dog Water Lily v, With cane extended tar. 
1809 Roland Fencing 56 It is necessary to parry with the 
arm a little extended. 11822 M. A. Kelty Osmond I. 51 
Extending his hand, he took her’s. 1842 Catlin N. Amen, 
Did. (1844) II. lviii. 244 The strong arm of the Government 
could be extended out to protect them. 

9. To hold out, accord, grant (kindness, indul- 
gence) to,, towards a person ; to offer (advice), 
f Formerly also, to display (malice), inflict (ven- 
geance), issue (a legal process ) against , upon. 

1540-1" Elyot Image Gou . (1544) 59 a, He .. extended 
a more stately facion than purteyned to his degree. 2547 
Ait x Edw. VI, c. 3 § 16 Such as are in unfained misene 
.. to whom charitie ought to be extended. 1561 T. Nor- 
ton Calvin’s Inst. 1, 3 He extendeth vengeance vpoit 
the wicked. 1597 J. King On Jonas 256 Since thou hast 
malice to, best owe, extende it vpon Ahab. x6xx Shaks. 
Cymb. 11. iii. 65 Towards himselfe. .We must extend our no- 
tice. 1612 Bible Ps. cix. 12 Let there be none to extend 
mercy unto him. 2722-4 Pope Rape Lock ip 11 To all she 
smiles extends. 1802 Mar. Edgeworth Moral T. (1816) I. 
ix. 68 You should extend to me the same . . indulgence. 2873 
Jowett Plato (ed. 2) III. 687 You. .begged that some allow- 
ance might be extended to you. 

b. U. S. To extend a call (to a pastorate). Cf. 
Call sh. fig. 

2887 Troy Daily Times 5 Nov., Plymouth Church has 
decided to extend a call to the Rev. Charles A, Berry. 

G. Law. To present (a protest). 

2889 [see- E xtended 5]. Mod. ‘A captain of a merchant 
vessel, in case of loss or average, extends his protest. So 
does a notary when he has to protest a bill of exchange/ 
(H. H. Gibbs.) 

III. To value, assess. [Of somewhat obscure 
origin ; perh. derived inversely from Extent, and 
thus etymologically «= ‘ to ascertain the extent 
of*; perh. with notion of setting down at length " 
cf. 2 b, c-3 

10. To assess, value ; esp. in Law : To value 
(lands, etc.). 

[2292 Britton iii. vu. ; § 4 Maunderoms al viscounte. .qe 
par chevalers et autres bones gentz. .face estendre totes les 
terres.] c 1330 R. Brunne Chron. aSxo) 202 Now wille 
kyngR. alle his lond extende, Merschalle & stiward perfor 
about dos sende. 2523 Fitzherb. Sitrv. Prol., It is 
necessarye to be knowen,.hqwe ail these manors, .shulde 
be extended, surueyed. .and valued in etiery parte. 260a 
Fulbecke end Pt. Parall. 41 That which was within the 
bayliwicke. .himselfe caused to be extended by parcels, and 
at the end he put the summe of the value. 1848 Wharton 
Law Lex. 242/1 Extend, to value the lands, etc., of one 
bound by a statute, who has forfeited his bond, at such an 
indifferent rate, as by the yearly rent, the creditor may in 
time be paid his debt. 

11. Law. To take possession of by a writ of ex- 
tent; to seize upon (land, etc.) in satisfaction for 
a debt; to levy upon. 

1585 Abp. Sandys Serm. (1841) 82 Our goods are not 
spoiled, .our lands extended, our bodies imprisoned. 2623 
Massinger New Way v, i, When This manor is extended 
to my use, You’ll speak in an humbler key. _ a 2626 Bacon 
Max. § Uses Com. Law (1635' 45 The land 5 s to be extend- 
ed for a yearely value, to satisfie the debt. 1767 Blacicstone 
Comm. II. S31 A use could not be extended by writ of 
elegit, or other legal process, for the debts of cestuy qne 
use, 2798 Dallas Amer. Law Rep. II. 76 Whether a life 
estate could be extended. 2818 Cruise Digest (ed. 2) II. 
36 IF he releases all his right to the land, yet he may extend 
it afterwards. 2823 in Crabb TocJinol. Diet. 

lx iransf. To seize upon, take possession of, by 
force.'.'/. 

2606 Shaks. Ant. St CL 1. ii. 105 Labienus . . Hath with 
his Parthian Force Extended Asia. 2620 Tofte Honour's 
Acqd. 32 For where the publique good is extended, not any 
man there should seek e his owns particular quiet. 1678 
Butler Hud. in. iii. 436 The law Will soon extend her 
for your bride. 

f c. intr. with upon : To levy upon. Ohs. rare. 
2564-78 Bulleyn Dial. agst. Pest. {1888) 21, I haue ex- 
tended vpon aunciente landes in the Countrie for the breach 
of couenauntes. ■ 

f Erron. used for Attend. 

1483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 239/2 Prayeng god., that he wold 
gyue hym grace that he myght ester.de to the helthe of 
his neyghbours. 

Hence Extending vhl. sh. , the action of the vb. 
Extend ; also an instance of this. Extending 
ppl. a., that extends ,* that is expanding, spreading 
out, or becoming larger. 

2341 R. Copland Guy don's Quest. Ghirurg, The whiehe 
[veiris] 'after the braunches . . and the extending by the arme 
are diuersified. a 2649 Drumm.' of Hawth. Hist. Jas. V 


EXTENDABLE. 

Wks. (1711) 107 For the amplifying and extending of the 
Christian religion. 1760 J. Woolman Jml. vii. 95 Through 
the gracious extendings of Divine help. 1812 Sir H. Daw 
Chem. Philos, 12 Warm with the ardor of an extending and 
exalted religion. _ 1887 Pall Mall G. 28 Feb. 1/1 A profit- 
able and extending business in these goods. Mod. Fur - 
nickers Price-list, An extending Dining Table. 

Extendable, obs. form of Extendible. 
t Exte’ncLani, a. Obs . [f. Extend + -ant 2.] 
a. Sc. Amounting to. b. Her. Having the wings 
expanded ; = Displayed. 

1349 Compl, Scot. xiii. hi He sende ane riche present 
extendant til thre scoir of thousandis peces of gold. 1823 
Berry Encycl. Herald,, Extendant , or Displayed, laid 
open in full aspect. 1851 in Ogilvie ; and in later Diets. 

Extended (ekstemded), ppl a. [f. as prec. + 

-ED 1 .] 

1. Stretched out to the full. Of troops, etc. ; 
Spread out. 

1552 H uloet, Extended in breadth or length, porrecius, 
1623 Markham Souldiers Accid. 14 Marching in an ex- 
tended Battayle. # 1629 Chapman Juvenal 251 The length 
of his extended limbs. 1778 Earl Pembroke Mil. Equit. 
62, I mean by the extended that trot in which the horse 
trots out without retaining himself, being quite straight. 1841 
Lane Arab. Nts. X. 127 We rode along in an extended line. 
1864 Col. M c Murdo in Daily Tel. 12 Sept., Extended 
order simply means skirmishing order. 

b. Of an arm, spear, etc. : Outstretched. 

*703 Pope Thebais 723 The youth surround her with ex- 
tended spears. 

f e. Of a passion : Strained, intensified. Of the 
voice: Strained. Obs. 

171X Shaftesb. Ckarac. (1737) II, 11. 164 Anger, .and other 
extended Self-Passions. 1727 De Foe Syst. Magic 1. iv. 
(1840) 109 And as loud as his utmost extended voice would 
admit. 

2. Drawn out in length in space or time ; con- 
tinued, prolonged. 

£■1430 Burgh Secrees( E. E. T. S.) 2501 Eeyen longe, and 
extendid visage, Signe Be of malice andEnvye. 1737 Pope 
Imit. Hor. iv. i. 42 Thee, drest in Fancy’s airy beam, Absent 
I follow thro’ th' extended Dream. 1786 Gilpin Mts. Lakes 
II. 8 The vale of Lorton is of the extended kind, running a 
considerable way between mountains. 1832 Marryat N . 
Forster in. The coast was one extended sheepwalk. 1874 
Knight Diet. Meek. 1 . 818/2 Extended-letteriPrinting), one 
having a face broader than usual with a letter of its height. 

tb. Extended proportionality : = Continued pro- 
portional : see Continued 4 a. Obs. 

1570 Billingsley Euclid v. def. xx. 136. "T 

3. Enlarged in area ; wide-spread, extensive. 

1710 Pope Windsor For. 315 Here . . Edward sleeps : 

Whom not th’ extended Albion could contain. 1779 For- 
rest Voy. N. Guinea 196 The river Curuan, boasting much 
gold and clear extended plains of grass. 

b. Enlarged in comprehension or scope ; having 
a large scope, extensive. 

1700 Dryden Fables Ded., That your power of doing 
generous, .actions may be as extended as your will. 1863 
Lyell Antiq. Man 6 The introduction of such a fourth 
name, .must render the use of Pliocene in its original ex- 
tended sense impossible. ^ 1882 Cussans Handbk. Heraldry 
Introd. 15 Its scope and influence are far more extended. 

4. Having or possessing the quality of extension. 
See Extension 7 b. 

1666 Boyle Orig, Formes <5- Qual. 3 A Substance extend- 
ed, divisible and impenetrable. 1710 J. Clarke Rohault's 
Nat. Phil. 1. vii. (1729I 25 A _ Surveyor of Land conceives at 
first Sight, that a Field is extended. 1783 Reid Int. 
Powers m. v. (1803) I. 483 From the contemplation of finite 
extended things. 1862 H. Spencer First Princ. 1. iii. § 16 
The idea of resistance cannot be separated in thought from 
the idea of an extended body which offers resistance. 

5. Law. a. Valued ; seized upon and held in 
satisfaction for a debt, etc. ; levied upon. b. Of 
a protest : (see Extend v. 9 c.). 

<2x625 Cope in Gutch Coll. Cur. I. 124 For the extended 
lands, where ill officers became indebted to the crown, and 
made an art to have their lands extended at easy rates. 
1768 Blackstone Comm. in. xxvi. 420 The process is usually 
called an extent . .because the sheriff is to cause the lands, 
etc. to be appraised to their full extended value. 1889 Case 
Bp of Lincoln (1891) 53 The costs of the Promoters occa- 
sioned by. .the said Extended Protest. 

Hence Exte-ndedly* adv., in an extended manner; 
at length, fully ; to a great extent, continuously, 
extensively; so as to possess extension. Extemded- 
ness, the quality or condition of being extended. 

x66o Earl Bristol^. in Pari. Hist. (1763) XXII. 388 To 
speak unto your Lordships somewhat more extendedly than 
what is my Use. 1678 Cudworth Intell. Syst. 779 Reason 
dictates, that Here and There, is so to he understood of the 
Deity, not as if it were Extendedly Here and There. 1791 
Gilbert's Law Fvid. I. 147 We must consider the Nature 
of Bills of Exchange a little more extendedly from their 
original. 1806 Herschel in Phil. Trans. XCVI. 460 The 
polar regions are more extendedly flat than, .they would 
have been if [etc.]. 1873 Masson Drumm, of Hawth. xxi. 
477 ‘The Midden-Fecht or, more extendedly, ‘The Mid- 
den-Fecht between Vitarva and Nebema’. 1674 N. Fair- 
fax Bulk «$• Selv. 173 Neither is extendednes the measure 
of God’s immensity. 1727 Bradley Fam. Diet. s. v. Fever, 
A Redness in the Face. .Strength, Quickness and Extend- 
edness of the Pulse. 

Extender (ekste-ndoi). Also extendor. [f. 
Extend + -er 1 . In sense 3 a. AF. estendour, f. 
estendre to Extend.] One who, or that which, 
extends, in senses of the vb. 

1 . gen. 

i6it Cqtgr., Extenseur, an extender . . stretcher out at 
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length. 1612 Woodall Surg. Mate Wks. (1633^ *54 The 
extenders raising their hands too high, or putting them 
down too low, etc. 1676 Wiseman Chirttrg. Treat, vii. i. 
467 The Extension made, the Extenders are to he loosened 
gently, a 1677 Barrow Pope's Suprem. v. (1687) 176 The 
extenders of Empire are admired and commended. 1706 
A. Bedford Temple Mus. via. 158 Pashta signifies an 
Extender of the Voice. 

f 2 . Of a muscle ; = Extensor. Obs. 

1613 Crooke Body of Man 782 The fourth muscle or the 
second extender, .occupieth the outward part of the back- 
side of the arme. 1 666 J. Smith Old Age (ed. a) 65 Their 
origination may be. .from the hack, .outwardly as the first 
extendor. 1771 J. S. Le Drafts Qbsertt. Surg. Gloss., 
Crureus Musculus, an Extender of the Tibia. 

1 3 . A surveyor or valuer ; esp. in Law, one who 
values land, etc., under a writ of extent. Obs. 

[1292 Britton hi. vii. § 6 Et cele estente . . soit enroulld et 
enseld desuth les seaus des estendours jurez. transl. This 
extent.. shall be enrolled and sealed under the seals of the 
sworn extenders.] £ 1330 R. Erunne Chron. (1810) 83 In his 
auhtend 3ere . . Extendours he [William] sette forto extend }>e 
land. 15. . Skelton’s Wks., Vox Populi 366 Framyng fynes 
for fermes. .Withe lnclosyers and extenders. 

Extendibility (ekstemdibrliti). [f. next : 
see -ity.] Capability of being extended; exten- 
sibility. 

1477 Norton Ord. Alch. v. in Ashm. ( 1652 ) 58 Fier is 
cause of extendibility, And causeth matters pernuscible to 
be. 1820 L. Hunt Indicator No. 32 (1822) I. 249 The ex- 
tendibility of this judicious imprecation to deeds. 

Extendible (ekste'ndib’l), a. In 7 extend- 
able. [f. Extend + -ible.] 

1 . Capable of being extended or stretched out; 
capable of being enlarged in length, area, or dura- 
tion, or in range or scope of meaning or opera- 
tion ; = Extensible. 

1477 Norton Ord. Alch. v. in Ashm. (1652) 69 [Sweet 
smell] is in Aier more penetrative, And is more extendible. 
1643 Answ. Ld. Digby's A pel. 58 The meaning of some 
words of great latitude, and very extendible in the said 
Protestation. 1654 Gayton Pleas. Notes iv. xviii. 263 War- 
rants for Vagrants are not extendable to Knight Errants. 
1693 J. Beaumont_6>» Burnet's Th. Earth 11. 121 The most 
ductile and extendible of all Bodies. 1731 Arbuthnot A li- 
ments (1732) 42 Such Tubes as have often suffered this Force 
grow rigid, and hardly more extendible therefore. 1816 Q. 
Rev. XVI. 49 The elastic and extendible nature of those 
links in the moral chain. 1832 in Webster : and in mod. 
Diets. 

2 . Law. Subject to seizure under a writ of ex- 
tent ; liable to be levied upon for debt, etc. 

1622 Calhs St at. Sewers (1647) 165 The Lands Intailed 
were not extendable, a 1626 Bacon Max. <§• Uses Com. 
Law( 1635)47 Not extendable for the debts of the party 
after his death. 1735 in Johnson. x8x8 Cruise Digest (eel. 
2) II.. 139 An equity of redemption is . . not extendible 
by a judgement creditor. 1832 in Webster; and in mod. 
Diets. 

f Exte-ndlessness. Obs. rare - 1 . App. in- 
tended to mean ‘ boundlessness 
1677 Hale Prim. Orig. Man. 1. i. 10 Certain Molecuke 
Seminales must be supposed.. to keep the World and its 
Integrals from an Infinitude and Extendleoness of excur- 
sions every moment into new Figures and Animals. 

t Exte*ndment« Obs. rare —K [f. Extend 
+ -ment. Cf. OF. estendementl\ The action of 
extending ; extension. 

1612 Brerewood Lang. <5- Relig. xv. 153 Which great ex- 
tendment of the Greek patriarch’s jurisdiction. 

t Exte’ndure. Obs. [f. Extend + -ure. Cf. 
OFr. estendure . ] 

1. = Extension. 

x6io Hellish Councell by lesuites 15 It hath beene a de- 
plorable. .property of sinne, which was committed by the 
first man, to have his extendure ouer others. X634 Sir T. 
Herbert Trav. 4 This lie.. by reason of its extendure, 
towards the Tropicke of Cancer . . becomes exceeding hot. 
1650 Bulwer Anthropomet. vii. 8r They.. labour to pro- 
hibite the natural extendure of the Nose. 1690 D’Urfey 
Collin's Walk Lond. i, 7 His person . .tall and slim ; With 
parts of large extendure born, To look o 're hedges. 

2 . = Extent. 

1613 T. Milles Treas . Anc. <§• Mod. Times 15/2 The Fire 
which is large in extendure, ana burning brightly. X620 tr. 
Boccaccio's Decameron 1. 60 b, The night ensuing and the 
next daies full extendure are not _ sufficient. 1634 Sir T. 
Herbert Trav. 217 Plato, .supposing the extendure, com- 
parable to Afrique and Asia, joyned together, 

Exte*2ise* a. and sb. Obs. or arch. [ad. 
(directly, or through. OF. extense j L. extens-us, pa. 
pple. of extendere to Extend.] 

A. adj. a. Possessing the quality of ‘exten- 
sion \ b. Widely extended ; extensive. 

a. 1647 H. More Song of Soul 11. ii. 11. xxvi. Common 
sense, that’s not extense But like a centre that around doth 
shoot Its rayes. Ibid. 11. ii. iii. xx, Is that Idea extense? or 
indivisible? 

b. 1644 Hunton Vind. Treat. Monarchy iv. 26 An Abso- 
lute Monarch who hath a power of doing, as extense as 
his Reasonable Will. 1632 Benlowes Tkeoph . Author’s 
Prayer 17 Their [our Transgressions’] guilt more extense 
than any thing but Thy mercie. 1847 Emerson Poems, 
A lphonso of Castile 63 Men and gods are too extense ;— 
Could you slacken and condense? 

tB, sb. a. What is extended, an expanse, 
b. ? = Extension (quot. 1630V Obs. 

1614 Sylvester Litt. B arias 583 Wee may not match the 
heav’n’s extense Unto Thy Circle, infinite, immense. 1630 
Lane Sqr.'s Tale 187 Meeke love and stern iustice so con- 
vert as each, in each, own scopes have to insert, as reason 
seeth cause to make extense. 


EXTENSION. 

Hence Extemsely adv. 

1626 W. Sclater Expos. 2 Thess. (1629) 144 This camming 
of the Lord is not to bee taken in atoms, but extensely. 

Extensibility (ekstemsibiiiti). [f. next : see 
-ITY. Cf. F. extensibility.] The quality of being 
extensible ; capability of being extended, a. Ca- 
pacity of being stretched out to greater length or 
area. . . - 

« 1640 J. Ball Power Godl. n. v.J/657) 145 Water, .is a. . 
moist body, greater then the earth if we respect naturall ex- 
tensibility. x66a Botle Acc. Freezing Wks. 1772. II. 706 
A copper box . . which did bear three several freezings, by 
reason of the great extensibility of that metal. 1711 Grew 
Cosm, Sacra 11. v. 54 In what precise _ manner they are 
Mixed, so as to give a Fiber Extensibility.. who can say ? 
1871 B. Stewart Heat § 173 An increase of temperature 
affects also the extensibility of bodies. ... " ' " 

b. in immaterial sense. 

1826 Blackw. Mag . XIX, 448 An extensibility of power,, 
all but boundless. 1881 Whitney Mixt. Lang. 9 A pure; 
scientific induction , . dependent for . . its extensibility to' 
further cases . . upon the number . . of the cases already! 
observed. 

Extensible (ekste-nsib’l), a. [a. Fr. exten- 
sible, ad. L. *extensibil-is , f. extens - ppl. stem of 
extendere to Extend.] 

1 . Of a material object : a. Capable of being ex- 
tended in any dimension or direction, b. Capa- ! 
ble of being protruded ; « Extensile 2. 

1611 Cotgr., Extensible , extensible; which may be ex- 
tended, or drawne out in length. 1636 in Blount Glossogr . 
1669 Holder Speech 163 The Malleus, being fixed to an. 
extensible Membrane, follows the Traction of the Muscle, 
and is drawn inwards. 167 x J. Webster Metallogr, xiii, 
200 This perfect Metal . . extensible like unto Gold. 1767 
Gooch Treat. Wounds I. 161 An artery is an extensible, 
elastic tube. 2828 Stark Elem. Nat. Hist. I. 87 Lips ex- 
tremely long and extensible. 1836 Todd Cycl. Anal .. I. 
148/1 The skin is more pliant and extensible. 1882 Vines 
Sachs' Bot. 796 A layer of tissue, .so extremely extensible. 

Jig. 1871 tr. Lange's Comm. Jerem. 138 Our patience and 
steadfastness are as elastic and extensible as our faith is firm. 

2 . Of an immaterial object: Capable of being 
enlarged in scope or meaning. 

1634 Hammond Answ. Animadv . Ignat, iii. § 4. 76 If 
Lombard’s words should . . be thought farther extensible. 
1665 Glanvill Seeps. Sci. xiv. 87 And that Love is blind, is 
extensible beyond the object of Poetry. 1753 In Johnson. 
1773 in Ash. 1873 Whitney Z*/^ Lang. Ii. 20 A system 
which is extensible to everything short of infinity. 1890 
Spectator 18 Jan., Italy, .has acquired . . an indefinite but 
extensible protectorate over Abyssinia. 

Hence Extemsibleness, the quality of being ex- 
tensible ; extensibility. 

1727 in Bailey vol. II. 1755 in Johnson. 1877 E. Caird 
Philos. Kant ii. xvii. 601 There is no contradiction between 
finite extent, and infinite extensibleness. 

Extensile (ekstemsil), a. [f. L. extens- ppl. 
stem of extendere to Extend + -ile.] 

1 . Capable of being stretched out ; extensible. x 
1744 Armstrong Preserv. Health 11. 55 note. As these 

small vessels become solid, the larger must of course grow 
less extensile. 1831 R. Knox Cloquet's Anat. 603 It is 
connected with the neighbouring parts by an extensile cel- 
lular tissue. 1883 Chamb. Jrttl. 13 1 The capsules of its 
[a child’s] joints [are] more extensile than ours. 

2 . Of the tongue, a tentacle, etc. ; Capable of 
being protruded. 

1802 Bingley Anim. Biog. (1813) I. 125 The tongue [is] 
cylindrical and extensile. 1858 1 . R. Jones Aquar. Nat. 
69 The Plydratuba . . with thirty or more very extensile, 
flexible, slender tentacula. 1879 Wallace A testralas. iii. 
56 A true honeysucker with an extensile tongue. 

Extension (ekstemjbn). Also 4-5 extencioun, 
6 exfcencion, 6-7 extention. [The two forms 
exfention (ME. ex tencioun) and extension are ad. 
L. extention-em, exiension-em , n. of action f . ex- 
tendere (pa. pples. extentus , -tensus) to Extend.] 

1 . The action of forcibly stretching or straining; 
strained state or condition, f a. Stretching or 
pulling out to greater length, Obs. 

1526 Pilgr. Perf. (W. de W. 1331) 114 b, Thynke on his 
extension or paynfull straynyng on the crosse. 1399 A. M. 
tr, Gabelkotier’s Bk. Physicke 207/2 The Paralisis. .and ex- 
tention of the Synnues. 1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Pip. 
111. i. 105 That is an extension of the muscles and organs of 
motion maintaining the body at length, 1636 tr. Hobbes' 
Elem. Philos. {1839) 344 Removed from their places by 
forcible compression or extension. 1824 Tredgold_ Ess. 
Strength Cast Iron p. x, Experiments on the extension of 
bodies, .when the strain exceeds the elastic force, 
b. Surg. (See quot. i860.) 

1612 Woodall Surg. M ate Wks. (1653) 154 . You ' must use ! ' 
extention almost to every Dislocation, 1676 Wiseman 
Chirurg. Treat, vii. i. 467 The extension made, the ex- 
tenders are to be loosened gently. 1753 Chambers Cycl. 
Supp. s. v.. When the fractured parts recede from one an- 
other, some degree of Extension is necessary, i860 Mayne 
Exp. Lex., Extension , the pulling of a fractured limb in 
a direction away from the trunk, in order to obviate re- 
traction of the lower fragments ; also applied to similar 
treatment in dislocations. 1884 Syd. Soe. Lex., Extension 
apparatus , In case of hip-joint disease extension is em- 
ployed. -to prevent the contact of the two diseased surfaces. 

f c. The action of straining the capacity of a 
vessel, etc. ; distention, swelling. Obs. 

C1400 Lanfranc's Cirurg. 98 $>at may be knowen..bi 
reednesse & extencioun of be face. 1333 Elyot Cast. Heltke 
iv. iv. (1572! 78 b, Anheuinesse with extencion or thrustinge 
out of the body. 1626 Bacon Sylva (1627) vii. 171 Ful- 
nesse of Meat, .causeth an Extension of the Stomacke, 1662 
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R. Mathew Uni. A left. § 106. 173 This Powder you may use 
in all Diseases where Humors do offend, .or extention above 
Nature. 

i*d. Straining (of the voice). Obs. 

ai6$$ Gouge Comm* Hebr. v. 7 We take ‘crying® for 
extension of voice. 

2 . The action of straightening out, or of placing 
at full length. 

1615 Crooke Body of Man 741 The second motion of ^ the 
Muscle is Extention, which is not proper but aduentitxous 
or acddentall : for when the contracted Muscle is extended 
it is loosened by another and not by it selfe. 1667 E. King 
in Phil. Trans . II. 426 You may perceive a feeble motion 
of flexion and extension. 187a Huxley Phys. vii. 174 The 
levers, .are capable of performing. .flexion and extension; 
a limb is extended, when it is straightened out. 

3 . The reaching or stretching (the arm, hand) 
out or forth ; protrusion (of the tongue, etc.). 

1741 Betterton Eng;. Stage v. 67 This Extension of the 
Hand [upwards] sometimes signifies Pacification. 

4 . Law. The 1 extending 5 of a protest : see Ex- 
tend 9 c. 

: 1889 Case Bp. Lincoln (1891) 51 On which day Brooks and 
Jenkins, .in extension of such their Protest alleged, etc. 

5 . The fact or condition of extending or reaching 
to a certain distance or in a certain direction. 

1790 Jas. Bruce Source Nile I. 1. iii. 52 We entered a 
large and thick wood of palm-trees, whose greatest exten- 
sion seemed to be south by east. 1856 Kane Arct. Expl. I, 
xxiii. 309 Showing, .the former extension of the Esquimaux 
race to the higher north. 

6. The action or process of spreading out in area ; 
the condition of being so spread out. f Also concr. 
A 1 stretch *, expanse (of country!. 

1684 T. JBurnet Th. Earth I. 1. vii. 86 This Foundation 
of the Earth upon the Waters, or extension of it above 
the Waters, doth agree to the antediluvian earth. 1786 
Gilpin Mis. fy Lakes (1788) II. 76 This extension of wild 
country we looked at with regret. 

f b. Mode of extending superficially. Obs. 

1370 Billingsley Euclid 1. def. vii. 2 A plaine superficies, 
is the shortest extension, .from one lyne to an other. 

+ c. Extensibility ; capability of being extended 
(by dilution). Obs. 

1594 Plat Jewell-ho., Chem . Concl. 45 That infinite exten- 
tion of the glasse of Antimonie. 

1 7 . The amount of space throughout which any- 
thing extends ; size, extent. Obs. 

1614 Selden Titles Hon. 14 There were, .some Monarch- 
ique States, but not of any large extension perhaps. 1677 
Haw Prim. Orig. Mast. n. vii. 187 The quantity or extension 
of the Body of the Air. .commonly called the Atmosphere. 
<*1693 R. Hooke in SirT. P. Blount Nat. Hist. (1693) 202 
Though I kept it. .red-hot. .yet it seem’d not at all to have 
diminish’d its extention, 17 08 J, Chamberlayne St. Gt. 
Brit. 1. ill. x. (1743] 204 The City of London is of a vast 
extention. 

b. Physics and Metaph. The property of being 
extended or of occupying space; spatial magni- 
tude. 

1624 Gataker Transuhst. 162 As if Iocall extension, .and 
other . . sensible properties could not . . be severed from his 
owne bodie. 1647 H, More Immort. Soul 11. iii. iv. 35 
Extension That's infinite implies a contradiction. 1690 
Locke Hum. Und. 11. iv. § 5 The Extension of Body, being 
nothing but the cohesion or continuity of solid, separable, 
moveable Parts; and the Extension of Space, the continuity 
of nnsolid, unseparable and immoveable Parts. 1816 J. Smith 
Panorama Sc. § Art. I. 270 Extension is another property 
of matter inseparable from its existence. 1853 H. Spencer 
Princ. Psychol. II. vi. xi. 147 Our perceptions of the specific 
extension of the body — its size and shape. 

C. An extended body or space. 

3739 Hume. Hum. Nat. 11. ii. (1874) I. 337 If. . any finite 
extension be infinitely divisible. . a finite extension contains 
an infinite number of parts. 1813 Shelley Q. Mab vi. 231 
A shrine is raised to thee . . The sensitive extension of the 
world. 1836-7 Sir W. Hamilton Metaph . xxvii. (1859) II. 
160 The whole primary objects of sight, then, are colours 
and extensions, and forms or figures of extension. 

8. Of immaterial things : The range over which 
anything extends ; degree of extensiveness. 

1604 T. Wright Passions v. 293 The extension or varietie 
[of the obiects of delight] taketh away a certaine distastfull 
loathsomenesse which one kind of vniforme pleasure draweth 
with it. x6os Camden Rem. (1637) 2 * This tongue is of 
that extension at this present, that it reacheth from Suiser- 
land , ■ . over all ancient Germany. 1651 Hobbes Govt, fy Soc. 
xvii. § 26. 330 A Christian City cannot be excommunicated, 
for a Christian City is a Christian Church . .and of the same 
extension. 1761 Jenyns Immort. Souh. 123 Rate not th* 
extension of the human mind By the Plebeian standard of 
mankind. 1782 Sir J. Reynolds Disc. xi.(i876) 3 6 The 
same extension of mind which gives the excellence of genius. 
1846 Mill Logic Introd. §7 The extension of Logic as a 
Science is determined by its necessities as an Art. 

b. esp. in Logic. Of a term or concept : Its range 
as measured by the number of objects which 
it denotes or contains under it. Opposed to inten- 
sion or comprehension. 

[1677 Hale Primitive Origination of Mankind iv. iii. 311 
God’s Perfections are infinite both in extention and intention,] 
1723 Watts Logic 1. iii. § 3 The Extension of an universal 
Idea regards all the particular Kinds and single Beings that 
are contained under it . . So a Bowl, in its Extension, includes 
a wooden Bowl, a brass Bowl, etc. Ibid. in. ii. §2 In all 
affirmative propositions, the predicate has no greater ex- 
tension than the subject ; for its extension is restrained by 
tbe subject. 1864 Bowen Logic iv. 66 It denotes a number 
of obj ects . . This is its Quantity of Extension. 1876 J evons 
Logic Prim. 22 War-screw-steam-ship is a still narrower 
term, that is, has much less extension. 
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9 . Enlargement, a. Increase in length ; prolonga- 
tion, lengthening. 

1796-7 Instr. <$• Reg. Cavalry (1813) 216 Some small in- 
crease of distances between squadrons may be permitted . . 
and whatever extension is thereby occasioned, will be im- 
mediately corrected. 1839 Murchison Silur. Syst. 1. xxxiv. 
452 A considerable extension is given to the limestone. 
1880 Hxpkins in Grove Diet. Mus. II. 7x9/1 Broadwood.. 
having carried the compass of the grand piano up to F, 
found that the wrestplank was so much weakened by this 
extension that [etc.]. _ 

b. concr. An extended portion ; esp. an addi- 
tional section, a prolongation (of a railway, or 
the like) ; also attrib. 

3834 Act 17-8 Viet. c. cxxxiii, An Act to alter the Line of 
the London, Tilbury, and Southend Extension Railway. 
1863 Bradshaw's Railway Man . § 288. 271 By subsequent 
acts, an extension from Chepstow to Grange Court was 
authorised. xSgi Ibid. § 179. 231 The extension was opened 
for traffic on the 1st of March 1880. _ 2880 Haughton Phys. 
Geog. vi. 300 The Alpine Flora occupies the extension south- 
wards of the Arctic regions. 

c. Gram. A word or words serving to amplify 
a subject or predicate ; also an extended form (of a 
word) produced by the addition of a suffix. 

d. Enlargement in duration. 

Extension of time : (Comm.) the concession by a creditor 
of a later date than that stipulated for the. payment of a 
debt. Also in Law , a grant of additional time for the ful- 
filment of legal formalities. 

a 1631 Donne in Select . (1840) 30 This better resurrection 
is.. an extension even of that eternity of happiness. 1880 
Hipkins in Grove Diet. Mus. II. 722/1 In 1835 Pierre 
Erard obtained an extension of his patent. 

e. Enlargement in area. 

1841-71 T. R. Jones Anim.Kingd. (ed. 4) 563 The exten- 
sion of the shell is entirely effected by the margin of the 
mantle. 1834^^17-8 Viet. c. exxv. (title). An Act for,, 
the Extension of the Boundaries of the said Borough. 1884 
Bower & Scott De Bary’s Phaner. <f- Ferns 581 When the 
normal cambium has begun its growth at the outer side of 
the ring of wood, radial extension . .begins in a middle layer. 

f. Enlargement in scope or operation. 

1390 Swinburne Testaments 181 b, Which conclusion is 
d iuersly . . extended . . The first extension is, that [etc.]. 1660 
R. Coke Power $ Subj. 222 The Sacriledge and extention 
of the civil Jurisdiction in giving the civil Magistrate licence 
to take cognizance of the publique Liturgy. 1791 Boswell 
Johnson an. 1712, What no child . . could produce, without 
an extension of its faculties. 1844 H. H. Wilson Brit. India 
III. 164 The great extension of agriculture that followed the 
re-establishment of peace. 1833 O. Gordon in Report Re - 
comm. Oxf. Univ. Comm. 198, I look for the extension of 
the University to the poor. 1862 Sir B. Brodie Psychol. Inq. 
II. 1. 7 A question whether .. the extension of human know- 
ledge really leads to an extension of human happiness. 

g. University Extension : the extending of the 
scope and work of the universities, esp. by afford- 
ing some of the advantages of university teaching 
and examination to non-resident students. 

1850 Hansel Evid. Oxf. Univ. Comm. 19, I do not think 
that any great scheme of University extension is practicable 
in the present day. 1867 N. Brit. Rev . Mar. XL VI. 224 
The various schemes of University extension which have 
been suggested. 3871 J. Stuart {title), A letter on Uni- 
versity Extension. 1885 Moulton Univ. Extension Move- 
ment 4 University Extension is mainly occupied with 
carrying, by itinerant teachers, University teaching to the 
doors of the people who cannot come up to the Universities. 
Ibid. 45 Chesterfield University Extension Association . , 
Northampton University Extension Society. Ibid. 27 To 
assign one-half of .a winter's session to a University Exten- 
sion Course . . University Extension Certificates in Science 
subjects. 

10. attrib. a. (sense 1 b) as extension-apparatus , 
-splint, b. (sense 2) as extension-motion, e. (sense 
9 a) as extension-ladder , - pedal , - table , etc. d. (sense 
9 b) as extension-roo?n. 

1874 Knight Diet. Meek. J. 818/2 * Extension-apparatus, 
an instrument designed to counteract the natural tendency 
of the muscles to shorten when a limb has been fractured or 
dislocated. Ibid., * Extension-ladder, a ladder having a 
movable section, which is projected in prolongation of the 
main section. 3839 field Exerc, Infantry 1. § 4. 7 In 
order to supple the soldier, .the following ^extension motions 
will be practised. 1867 F. H. Ludlow Brace of^Boys 288 
He heard an earnest, boyish voice in the ^extension-room. 
3884 Syd. Soc. Lex., * Extension, splint. 1864 Webster 
* Extension table, a table that can readily be extended or 
contracted in length. 3884 A r * Y- Herald 27 Oct. 1/2 *Ex- 
tension Top Phaetons. 

Extensions! (ekste*njbnal), a. [f. prec. + -al.] 
Of, pertaining to, or possessed of extension. 

7647 H. More Song of Soul n. ii. iii. xx, But that some 
virtue’s not extentionall May thus be proved. 1667 — Div. 
Dial. 11. xxxiv. (1668) 349 You run always into these exten- 
sional Phantasms. 1773 in Johnson ; whence in mod. Diets. 

Extensionist (ekste-njanist). [f. as prec. + 
-1ST.] a. One who advocates the extension of 
anything, b. A member of the Association for 
the_ Extension of University Teaching, colloq. A 
University Extension student, esp. one attending 
the ‘Summer Meeting’ begun in Oxford in 1888. 

3864 in Webster. 1879 H. Richard in Daily News xx 
Dec. 3/1 County suffrage extensionists. 

Extensity (ekste*nsiti). [f. L. extens-us (see 
Extense) + -ity.] The quality of having (a cer- 
tain) extension ; in Psychol, of the breadth of sensa- 
tion, as opposed to intensity (see quot. 1886). 

a 1834 Coleridge in Black vw. Mag. (1882) CXXXI. 123/2 
Intensity and extensity combinable only by blessed spirits. 


1874 Carpenter Ment. Phys. 1. i. § 23 Its intensity Is in a 
precisely inverse ratio to its extensity. 1886 J. Ward in 
Encycl. Brit. XX. 46 In our organic sensations, we can 
distinguish, .variations of quality, of intensity, and of what 
Dr. Bain has called massiveness, or, as we will say, exten- 
sity. This last characteristic. , is. . an essential element in 
our perception of space. 

Extensive (ekste*nsiv), a. [ad. late L. exten- 
stv-us, f. extend ere (pa. pple. extensus ) : see Extend 
and -ive. Cf. F. extensif.] 

f 1 . Capable of being extended ; extensible. Obs. 

1610 B. Jonson A Ich. n. iii, These two [sulphur and mer- 
cury] Make the rest ductile, malleable, extensiue. 1636 in 
Blount Glossogr. a 1691 Boyle (J.), Silver beaters chuse 
the finest coin, as.. most extensive under the hammer. 

f 2 . Tending to cause extension or stretching 
out. Obs. rare "“ 1 . 

1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. iii. i. 105 Station is.. one 
kinde of motion, .which Physitians. .doe name extensive or 
tonicall. 

b. That has the effect of extending or enlarging 
in scope. 

1832 Austin Jurispr. (3879) II. xxxiii. 597 This bastard 
extensive interpretation ex ratione juris is frequently styled 
* analogical 

3 . a. Of material things: Extending over or oc- 
cupying a large surface or space ; having a wide 
extent, widely extended. Of capital, purchases, 
etc.: Large in amount. 

1706 Phillips (ed. Kersey), Extensive ..that Extends, or 
Reaches far. 1774 Pennant Tour Scot, in 1772, 357 The 
extensive plantations . . round his lands. . 1776 Adam Smith 
W. N. 1. iii. 1 . 19 By means of water-carriage a more exten- 
sive market is opened. 1843 Budd Dis. Liver 28 Along the 
extensive mucous tract, .absorption is constantly going on. 
1849-50 Alison Hist. Europe VII. xlii. § 53. 134 Extensive 
capital had.. been sunk in the traffic. #1859 Macaulay 
Hist. Eng. V. xxiii. 71 That empire, .was the most extensive 
that had ever obeyed a single chief. 1872 Raymond Statist. 
Mines fy Mining 283 Extensive silver veins and deposits. 

b. Of immaterial things: Far-reaching, large 
in comprehension or scope ; wide in application 
or operation ; comprehensive ; also, lengthy, full 
of detail. * 1 " Extensive to : that extends to, appli- 
cable to, comprehensive of. 

1603 Bacon Adv. Learn. 1. iv. § 5 The reprehension of 
Saint Paul was. .extensive to all knowledge. 1651 Baxter 
Inf. Bapt. 105, I am bound to take scripture in the most 
extensive sence. <21748 Watts Improv. Mind 11. i, An 
extensive survey of the branches of any science. 1754 
Edwards Freed. Will in. iv. 365 Inability . . may be more 
general and extensive to all Acts of that Kind. 1756 Burke 
Vind. Nat. Soc . Wks. 1842 1 . 14 A piece of flagrant and ex- 
tensive wickedness. 1846 J. Baxter Libr. Pract. Agric. 
(ed. 4) I. p. ix, Our limits will not permit us to indulge in 
extensive quotation. 1863 H. Cox Instil, m. viii. 705 The 
Mutiny Act constitutes an extensive code of martial law. 

C. So of persons, their faculties, etc. Obs. ox rare. 

a 1631 Donne 6 Serm. i. (1634) 2 A Livie or a Guicciardine 
or such extensive and voluminous authours. 1719 De Foe 
Crusoe (1840) II. vi. 128 He was extensive in his charity. 
1725 Pope Odyss, xi. 138 The God of day, Who all surveys 
with his extensive eye. 1749 Berkeley Word to Wise Wks. 
III. 448 Idleness, that extensive parent of many miseries 
and many sins. 1768 Gilpin Ess. Prints 67 In a word, he 
was. .a Man of a very extensive genius. 

4 . Of or pertaining to extension (in sense 7 b) ; 
characterized by, or possessed of, extension ; oc- 
cupying space. 

1624 Gataker Transuhst. 1x4 Unlesse his bodie had therein 
a corporall, extensive and sensible manner of existing. 1877 
E. Caird Philos. Kant 11. xi. 442 Space and time are neces- 
sarily represented as extensive quanta. 1886 J. Ward in 
Encycl. Brit. XX. 33 We do not first experience a succes- 
sion of touches . . by means of movements, and then, when 
these impressions are simultaneously presented, regard them 
as extensive because they are associated with, .the original 
series of movements. 

5 . Of or pertaining to extension (in sense 8 b) ; 
denoting a large number of objects. Opposed to 
intensive. 

1686 Goad Celest. Bodies 11. xiii. 333 This haps mostly 
when there wants of Assistance, Extensive or Intensive. 
3725 Watts Logic 1. vi. § 13 This Art teaches us to distribute 
any extensive Idea into its different Kinds or Species. 
1837-8 Sir W. Hamilton Logic xv. (1B66) I. 272 Every 
notion has not only an Extensive, but likewise an Intensive 
quantity. 

Extensively (ekstemsivli), adv . [f. prec. + 
-ly 2 .] In an extensive manner. 

1 . Widely, largely ; to a great extent ; on a large 
scale ; with a wide range. 

i73°-6 in Bailey (folio). 1741 Watts Improv. Mindi.yixi. 
§ 3 Tis impossible for any to pass a right judgement con* 
cerning them, without, .surveying them extensively, 1804 
L. Murray Eng. Grammar Advt. , He may. .indulge a hope, 
that the book will be still more extensively approved and 
circulated. 1841-71 T, R. Jones Anim. Kingd. (ed. 4) 298 
Numerous arterial canals . . ramify extensively In the sur- 
rounding structures. 1879 Lubbock Sci. Led. v. 158 A period 
when bronze was extensively used for. .implements. 

2 . In extent or scope ; with respect to range of 
application. Often opposed to intensively. ^ Ex- 
tensively with : so as to be co-extensive with. 

1645 E. Calamy Indictm. agst. Eng. 3 Christ here sets 
out the greatnesse of the mine . . and that both Intensively, 
and Extensively., a 1661 Fuller Worthies, Westminster 
(iSriVII. 103 Let it [Westminster] be taken, .extensively with 
the Liberty of Lancaster from Temple Bar, and it filleth as 
much fpuund [etc.]. 1713 Land. Gaz. No. 51x9/2 A Peace so 
extensively great in all its Circumstances. 1794 Mathias 
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Purs. Lit. (1798) 380 The most extensively learned book I 
ever saw. 1836 J; Gilbert Chr. Atonem. iii. (1852) 64 As 
truly we say, not as extensively; but in considering the 
justice of such substitution, jbe extent is of no moment. 
2855 Bain Senses fy Int. hi. iii. § 7 Increase of resemblance 
extensively, .has the same power as increase of resemblance 
intensively, in rendering the restoration of the past more 
certain. 

b. In extension (in Logic) ; with respect to ex- 
tension. See Extension 8 b. 

1837 Sir W. Hamilton Logic viii. ft 866) I. 146 A notion is 
extensively great in proportion to the greater number., of 
determinations or attributes it contains under it. 1864 
Bowen Logic viii. 237 Reasoning Extensively, we say, men 
are a part or class of responsible agents, and are, therefore, 
also a part of free agents. 

8. With respect to extension (or the quality of 
occupying space ). See Extension 7 b. 

1888 G. C. Robertson in Mind July 423 By more complex 
efforts . . we distinguish this and that extensively within such 
body. 

Exte*nsiveness. [f. as prec. + -ness.] The 
quality or fact of being extensive. 

1 . Extensive character or nature; widespread 
range ; comprehensi veness, breadth ; also, the di- 
mensions to which a thing is extended ; extent. 

1639 Sir R. Baker in Spurgeon Trees. Dav . Ps. exxx. 6 
Of the extensiveness [of our watching] there can be none 
[question]. 1666 J. Serjeant Let. of Thanks 90 Tradition, 
when a Heresy arises, _ gains more of Intensitiveness and 
vigor than it loses in it’s Extensiveness. 1726 Leoni tr, 
A lberti's Archit. II. 28 b, sufficient 'number of Columns 
for the extensiveness of their area. 1796 Morse Avier. 
Geog. I. 260 The extensiveness of the uses to which the 
article can be applied. 1880 T. Hardy Trumpet-Major 
III. xxxv. 127 Her interests had grandly developed . . to an 
extensiveness truly European. 

1 2 . The fact of being extended ; wide diffusion. 
2656 Jeanes Ftiln. Christ 315 The bounty and liberality 
of men maybe disinabled, byexter.sivenesseunto too many. 
1768 Hewson Lymph. System in Phil. Trans. LVIII. 223 
1‘he extensiveness of this system through so many classes of 
animals. 

+ 8. Capability of being extended or dilated. 

2691 Ray Creation 1. (1704) 30 We take notice of the won- 
derful dilatability or extensiveness of the Throats . . of Ser- 
pents. 1708 W. King Cookery i» What extensiveness can 
there be in their souls. 1755 in Johnson. 2818 in Todd. 

4. = Extensity. 

1887 W. James in Mind .Tan. 2 Extensiveness, being an 
entirely peculiar kind of feeling . . can itself receive no other 
name than that of sensational element. 

Extensor (ekstemsori, sb. [a. late L. extensor , 
agent-n. f, extendure to Extend.] 

1. A muscle which serves to extend or straighten 
out any part of the body. Opposed to flexor. 

[1706 Phillips (ed. Kersey), Extensor Digitorum Com- 
munis . . a Muscle of the Fingers.] 1713 Derham Phys.- 
Tkeol. v. ii. (1747) 286 note. The peronanis Longus helps to . . 
direct the Power of the other Extensors towards the Ball of 
the great Toe. 1748 Hartley Observ. Man 1. ii. 245 The 
Limbs have both long and short Flexors and Extensors. 
1870 Rolleston Anim, Life 14 The long radial extensor 
of the metacarpus. 

2. aitrib. in extensor-muscle ; also extensor-sur- 
face, the surface of a bone to which the extensor 
muscles are attached. 

1830 R. Knox Bedard's Anat. 317 The contrary takes 
place with respect to the extensor muscles. 2839 Darwin 
Orig. Spec. vi. (1878) 139 This flank membrane is furnished 
with an extensor muscle, 1881 Mivart Cat 94 Its anterior 
or extensor surface is grooved for the passage of tendons. 

Extensory (ekstemssri), a. rare. [f. L. type 
*extensorius , f. extenders : see Extend and -ory.] 
Of the nature of or tending to extension. 

1885 G. Cleveland in Ann. Messenger Dec., Following 
out the intimation given by me when the extensory arrange- 
ment above described was negotiated. 

II Exte'nsnm. rare— 1 . [L. ; neut. of extensus, 
pa. pple. of extenders to Extend.] An extended 
body ; a body possessed of extension. 

1678 Cudworth Ini ell. Sysi. v. 825 To suppose every Soul 
to be but one Physical Minimum, or Smallest Extensum, is 
to imply., an Essential Difference in. Matter or Extension. 

f Exte'HSlire. Obs. [f. L. extern- ppl, stem 
of extenders to Extend + -uke. Cf. Extenders.] 
a. The condition of being extended or strained, 
b. The action of stretching or spreading out pin 
quot. concr. c. Extent, 

2594 Zcpheria xxxvi. in Arb. Garner V. 84 Mistrust . . 
Hath my crime racked, yet to more high extensure. 2604 
Drayton Owle 36 A goodly Tree ; Under th' extensure of 
whose Lordly Armes, The small Birds warbled their har- 
monious Charmes. 2631 Weever Anc. Fun. Mon. 866 A 
smooth plaine n . some two miles in extensure. ‘ 

Extent ' ekste-nt), sb. Also 5 astent. [ME. 
extents , a. A F. extente, estente ( = med.L. extenta\ 
fem. pa. pple. of estendre to Extend used subst. 
(cf. mod.Fr. Stendue) in various senses ; (1) extent in 
space, (2) superficial area, (3) valuation ; f. estendre 
(F. Stendre) L. extenders : see Extend.] 

X 1 . Hist. a. The valuation of land or other pro- 
perty ; esp. such a valuation made for the purpose 
of taxation ; assessment ; an instance of this. b. 
The value assigned to such land or property ; as- 
sessed value ; = Stent. Old extent, Hew extent 
(see quots.).' ' 1 ; ; ; . ! * 

[1292 Britton iii. vii. § 5 La estente soit fete en ceste 


manere. En primes soit enquis par serment des jurours, 
cum bien les edifices et chief maner, .vaiilent par an de 
cleer.] C1330 R. Brunne Chrott. <2810) 83 William wist of 
alle what it suld amounte. Of lordyng & of thralle |? e 
extente J>orgh acounte. 1424^ .9c. Acts fas. /, § 10 That all 
schirefis be sworne. .that thai sail lelely and treuly ger this 
extent be fulfillit of all the landis and gudis. 2479 Ada 
A udit. 89 J am. V That Dauid Halyday . . sal bruk and joyss the 
x* worth of land of: aid astent of Dalruskel. 2340 A ct 32 Hen. 
VIII , c. 5 Such Lands, .have been by reasonable Extent to 
them delivered in execution for the satisfaction of their said 
debts. 1597 Sicene De Verb. Sign. , Extent of Iandes^ sig- 
nifies the rents, profiles, and issues of the samin, quhair of 
there is twa kindes, the auld extent, and the new extent. 
Ibid. s.v. Extent , Ane vther taxation and extent was maid 
in the time of peace, .quhilk therefore is called the new or 
second extent. 2682 Warburton Hist. Guernsey (2822) 75 
The extent of the King’s revenue in the island, taken $ Edw, 
III. 1331, gives an account .. of all the lands, rents, and 
duties belonging to the King. 1778 Pennant Tour Wales 
{1883) 1. 23 [Coals] were discovered in the township.. as 
early as the time of Edward I, as appears by an extent of 
that place, in. . his reign. 2872 E, W. Robertson Hist. 
Ess. 140 The valuation of Bagimont. .became the standard 
. .of ecclesiastical assessment. Jay lands remaining at the 
earlier standard known, .as the Old Extent. 

■fc. A tax levied on such a valuation. Obs. 

2397 Skene De Verb. Sign. s.v. Extent , They suld baith 
make personall service, and also pay extent or taxation. 
2746 7 Act 20 Geo. II, c» 50 § 2 Lands, - liable to the annual 
payment of the new extent or retour duty. 

2 . Law. a. (In full writ 0/ extent ) : A writ to 
recover debts of record due to the Crown, under 
which the body, lands, and goods of the debtor 
may be all seized at once to compel payment of 
the debt. Extent in aid \ hi chief (see quots.). 

2630 J. Taylor (Water P.) Wks. 1. gu Her small shot are 
Arrests and Actions, her great Ordnance are Extents, out- 
lawries and Executions. 2754 Fielding Voy. Lisbon Wks. 
1784 X. 256 He. .was by extents from the Court of Exche- 
quer, soon reduced below his original state. 2827 Pari. 
Deb. 762 Extents of the Crown were formidable to persons 
who became debtors of the Crown. 2848 Wharton Law 
Lex . 242/1 Extent in chief, .issues from the CourLof Ex- 
chequer ..It directs the sheriff to take an inquisition or 
inquest of office, on the oaths of lawful men, to ascertain the 
lands, etc. of the debtor, and seize the same into the 
Queen’s hands. 1866 Crump Banking v. 211 A bill seized 
under an extent, for instance. 

b. Seizure of lands, etc., in execution of a writ ; 
the condition of being seized and held in satisfac- 
tion for debt, sequestration ; also, the right of 
seizure ; also — Execution 7 b. In U.S. ‘A levy 
of an execution upon real estate by metes and 
bounds * (Webster 1864). 

2592 West 2 si Pi. Symbol. § 104 c, By force of the said 
statute and extent. 2600 Shaks. A. V. L. m. i. 17 Duke. 
Push him out of dores And let my officers of such a nature 
Make an extent vpon his house and Lands. 2633 Massinger 
City Madam y. ii, An under-sheriff, who. .will serve An ex- 
tent on lords or lowns’ land, 2768 [see Extended 5]. 2776 
Foote Bankrupt in. Wks. 2709 II, 134 They say an extent 
is brought into the house. Ibid. 238 Only an extent, to seize 
on all his effects. 2818 Cruise Digest (ed. 2) 1 1. 75 All such 
remedies to recover a moiety of the rent, as the cognizor 
himself might have had . . before the extent. 2867 Knight 
B egg'd at Court iv. 66 And is it come to this ! An extent in 
my house. I must get a bed and a supper at the Bolt-in* 
Tun. 

f c. transfl, A predatory attack ; an assault. 

2394? Greene Selimus Wks. (Grosart XIV. 296 On all the 
world we make extent. 2602 Shaks. Ttvel. N. tv, i. 57 In 
this vnciuill, and vniust extent Against thy peace, 

1 3 . Rents, etc., arising from extended lands. 

2303 R. Brunne Handl. Synnc 607 6 Persones, prestes, 
)?an han here rente And ou}>er )?at han grete extente. a 2626 
Bacon Max. $ Uses Com. Law (16 30) 78 All the propertie 
of their Goods. .Wardships and Extents. 

II. 4 . * Space or degree to which anything is 
extended, * (]/)„ a. Of a material thing : The 
amount of space over which it extends ; dimen- 
sions, compass, size ; f a space or distance * taken* 
with a pair of compasses. 

2624 [see Extend v. 3]. 2634 Sir T. Herbert Tram, 60 
The greatest extent [of this Citie] from the South-east to 
North-west [is] neere three miles. 1667 Milton P. L. vii. 
496 The Serpent.. Of huge extent. 2680 Mqrden Geog. 
Red. Introd. (2683) 6 No Country doth in all parts of its 
Territories make use of the same extent in measuring. 2720 
Ozell Vertofs Rom. Rep. I. 1. 6 The Power of a State 
consists not so much in its Extent, as in the Number of 
its Inhabitants. 2794 J. H. Moore Tract. Navig. (ed. 10) 
60 That extent will reach from the departure 406 to the 
distance 449 miles, 1797-1804 Bewick Brit. Birds {1847) I. 
37 The Extent of its [the Kite's] wings is more than five feet. 
2863 Lyell Antiq. Man 17 Such platforms must have been 
of considerable extent. 2882 Jowett Thucyd. I. 235 The 
place.. was in danger of having to capitulate owing to the 
extent of the wall. 

b. Breadth of comprehension ; width of appli- 
cation, operation, etc. ; scope. 

2394 Hooker Eccl. Pol. 1. viii. <2612) 21 In goodnesse 
..there is a latitude or extent. 2604 Shaks. Oth. 1, iu. 81 
True, I haue married her ; Theverie head, and front of my 
offending. Hath this extent, no more, 265a Needham tr. 
Seldefs Mare Cl. 208 This Law, in the extent pf it, reached 
as well to forraigners, as to the King’s subjects, a 171$ 
Burnet Own Time I. 285 He [Leighton] gave his vote for 
it, not having sufficiently considered the extent of the 
words. *75* Johnson Rambler No. 208 Y rt [Whoever 
knows the English tongue in its present extent, will be able 
to express his thoughts. 2855 Macaulay Hist. Eng. Vf. 
376 The Act . .had not defined the extent of the power which 
was to be exercised by the Sovereign. * • 



C. Phrases : To a certain, great, etc., extent , U 
the {full) extent of. Hence : The limit to which 
anything extends ; eg. in phr. to reach the extent. 

*671 Milton P. R. hi. 406 If I.. David's.. full Scepter 
sway.. 'To just extent over all Israel’s sons,. 1724 R. 
Falconer Adv. <$• Escapes (17 69) 2 You know . , that my 
Fortune is but small, ana I living to the Extent of it. 2754- 
64 Smellie Midivif. L 174 The patient ought .. to be 
blooded to the extent of eight or twelve ounces. 2844 Mem. 
Babylonian. P’cess II. 90 Having reached the extent of our 
intended pilgrimage. 2830 Mrs. Stowe Unde Tom's C. 
xviii. 175 Hidden things of darkness were brought to light 
to an extent that alarmed all the. .powers of kitchen and 
chamber. 2866 Crump Banking viii. 165 It [silver] is a 
legal tender only to the extent of 40 r, 2875 Jowett Plato 
(ed. 2) III. 236 He immediately becomes unjust to the full 
extent of his power* 

d. Logic. = Extension 8 b. 

2636 tr. Bobbed Elent. Philos. (1839' 20 F° r under- 
standing of the extent of an universal name, we need no 
other faculty but [etc.], a 1728 Penn Tracis Wks. 2726 I. 
620 It[AoyoQ is a Word of the same Extent with Conversa- 
tion. 1864 Bowen Logic vii. 192 Not only is the Predicate 
of the Minor the Subject of the Conclusion and of lesa 
Extent than its own Subject. 

5. concr. An extended space; the ‘length and 
breadth \ 

2627 Drayton Battle A gincourt xxviii, Those Territories, 
of whose large extent The English Kings were owners of 
before. 2690 Locke Hum. Und.u. i. § 24 In all that great 
Extent wherein the Mind wanders. 2697 Dryden Virg. 
Georg. 111. 531 Such an extent of Plains . .Allures their Eyes. 
2723 De Foe Voy. round World (1840) 282 Let them see., 
what a vast extent of land we possess. 1737 Glover 
Leonidas v. 44 Th’ imperial race That rul’d th’ extent of 
Asia. 2823 Waterton Wand. S. Amer. 1. i. 88 Here you 
may see a sloping extent of noble trees. 2862 Marsh Eng. 
Lang. i. 21 They occupied only a small extent of England. 

b. Something possessed of extension: see Ex- 

tension b. 

2872 Fraser Life Berkeley x. 372 I am. .independent of 
the changing tastes., and coloured or resistant extents, 
which form my transitory sense-given phenomena. 

t 6. The action of extending, a. The showing 
or exercising (justice, kindness, etc.) Obs. 

1588 Shaks, Tit. A. iv. iv. 3 Was euer scene An 
Emperour in Rome thus ouerbome, .and for the extent 
Of egall iustice, vs’d in such contempt? 2602 — Ham. 11.. 
ii. 390 Gentlemen t you are welcom . .The appurtenance of 
Welcome, is Fashion and Ceremony. Let me comply with, 
you . in the Garbe, lest my extent to the Players, .should 
more appeare like entertainment then yours. 1635 Shirley 
Royal Master 1. i, My extent in all things Is but to bid you 
welcome. 

t b. Enlargement in scope or operation. Obs. 

2637 S. W. Schism DispacJit 502 To disacknowledge such 
extents of his Authority. 2668 Howe Bless. Righteous (1825) 
58 Howpleasant to think, not only of the extents, but of the 
restraints of this power. 1719 W. Wood Surv. Trade 77 
Our Wealth [will] encrease m proportion .. to the nevr 
Extents or Encouragements it [our trade) shall receive. 

f Exte*irfc, cl, Obs. [ad. L. extent-us, pa. pple. 
of extendbe to Extend.] 

1 . Of the hand, etc. : Stretched out ; held out. 
Of strength : Strained, exerted to the full. 

1436 Pol. Poems { 2859) H. xg3 Oure kynge. .Wyth swerde 
drawe, bryght and extente. 2590 Spenser F. Q. ii. vi. 6x 
Both his hands . .Above the water were on high extent. 26 64 
Flodden F. viii. 78 The Admiral with strength extent, Then 
in the field fierce fighting was. 

2 . a. Continued or prolonged in length, b. 
Spread out in area. c. Possessed of extension. 

2432-30 tr. Higdcn (Rolls) I. 207 Burguyn is a parte of 
Fraunce Cenonense to Alpes Pirene extente allemoste. 
Ibid. 321 Where trees be extente in altitude by a c. and xl lt 
foote. 2633 P. Fletcher Purple 1 st. 11. v. Whose matte**. 
..Thro’ all the isle, and every part extent. 2642 Songs 
Costume (Percy Soc.) 271 Tell me no more that roarers waire 
Their hair extent below their ear. 2647 H. More Song of 
Soul 11. i. n. lvi, Some be extended, others not extent. 

f Extent, v. Obs. [f. L. extent- ppl. stem of 
extendbre to Extend.] 

irons. To assess, make an assessment of, for 
the purpose of taxation. Sc. ~ Stent. 

1424 Sc. Ads fas. 7, § 10 He sail cheiss lele men and 
discret. .gif thai haif doune thair deuoir at the end of the 
taxacione ; and that alsa mony personys as may sufficiently 
extent }>e cun tre. 

: b. inir. , To be assessed. ' 

2583 in. Maitland Hist. Edvu 111. (1753) 234 The Mer- 1 
chand, Prenteis, and sic Kynd of People as wer wont to 
extent with them, .to pay at his Entrie. .Threttie Shillings. 

2 . trans. To seize in satisfaction for debt. 

_ 1664 in Rec. Soc. Lane. # Cheshire XI. 41 Plaintiffs estate 
in Lowton and Newton ‘ extented ’ upon judgments at the 
suit of defendant* 

Sxtention, obs. form of Extension. 

f Exte*ntionable, a. Obs [f. e xtention 

(see Extension) + -able.] = Extensible. 

2727 Bailey voL II, Extentionable , that may be stretched 
out large and wide. 

t Extentive, a. Obs. rare- 1 , [f. L. extent - 
ppl. stem of extender e to Extend + -ive, Cf. Ex- 
tensive.] » Extensive, 

2658 J. Harrington Prerog. Pop., Govt. u. v. (1700) 372. 
These had the whole extentive Power. 

t Exte ntor. Sc. Obs. In 5 -our. [agent-n. 
f. extendere to Extend. Cf. late L. extensor i\ 
i An assessor ; one who apportions a general tax^ 
(Jam.) ; = Stent-master. 

2424 Sc. Acts fas. /, $ 11 That the extentour salbk 
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sworne befor the baronys of the srefdome that thai sail do 
thar full power to )>e saide extent, 
t Exte’nuable, a. Obs . rare- 1 , [f. as if ad. 
L. *extenuabilis, f. exienuare : see Extenuate.] 
Capable of being extenuated or made less dense. 

xfioat J, Chandler Van Helmont's Oriai. 343 Water, .is a 
Bod y . . extenu able into a vapour, 
t Exte’smamt, a. Ohs. rare- 1 . In 8 earten- 
uent, [f. L. exienuant-em, pr. pple. of exienuare : 
see next.] Extenuating. 

1756 C. Lucas Ess. Waters. 11 . 65 All salts of .this .class-are. 

* .resolvent, extenuent, and, in some measure, septic, 
t Exte'liuate, ppl CL. and a. 0b$, . [ad. L. 
extenudt-us, pa. pple. of extmuare : see next.] 
a. Of the body or its parts : Shrunken, atten- 
uated ; whence, prostrated, b. Impoverished, c. 
Of a sound : Thin. Of a quality : Diminished ; 
weakened. Of a number: Thinned out, reduced. 

*528 Gardiner in Pocock Rec. Ref. 1. 1. 117 He is greatly 
extenuate therewith when it [gout] cometh. 1533 in Strype 
Reel. Mem , I. App. xli. 107 By the same exaction of annates, 
bps. have been so extenuate that they have not been able. . 
to repair their Churches. 1535 Eden Decades 132 The 
number of the poore wretches is woonderfully extenuate. 
1603 Sylvester Du Bartasu. j11.1v.a153 That same Majesty 
Is not extinguisht nor extenuate, a 1626 Bacon New 
A tl. (1650 )$i Great sounds, Extenuate and sbarpe, 1689 tr. 
Buchanan's De Jure Regni apud Scot os 9 The . . Body is 
Cured.. by nourishing that which is extenuate. 
Extenuate (ekste*m«trit), v. [f. L.extemidt- 
ppl. stem of exienuare, f. ex- (see Ex* prefr) + 
tenuis thin. Cf. F. extenuerl\ 

I. To make thin, slender, or weak. 

1. tram. To make (the body, flesh, a person) 
thin or lean ; to render emaciated or shrunken. 
Somewhat arch. 

iS33 Elyot Cast. Helthe in. xii. (1541) 66 Sorowe. .dothe 
extenuate or make the body leane. 1650 H. Brooke Con. 
serv. Health 160 They that are fat may exercise ad Sudorem 
. . and that will extenuate them. 1669 Woodi-iead St. Teresa 
11. 282 The flesh is extenuated every day more and more. 
1717 J. Keill Anim. Oecon. (1738) 292 Bodies . . which are 
extenuated by Hungen 1824 Southey Bk. o/Ch. (1841) 182 
It was deemed meritorious, .to extenuate it [the body] by 
fasting, 186* Carlyle Fred. Gt. ix. vii, Extenuated with 
fatigues. 1887 Lecky Eng in x8th C . V. xx. 385 Peasants 
were so extenuated by hunger that they could scarcely hold 
the spade. 

+ 2. To draw out to thinness ; to beat (metal) 
into thin plates. Qbs. 

iS99 Hakluyt Voy. II. n. 90 The Chinians can very cun- 
ningly beate and extenuate gold into plates and leaues. 
1603 Knolles Hist. Turks (1621) 537 The straightnesse 
of the waies enforced the Turks to extenuat their ranlces. 
3055 W. F. Meteors 164 Gold, .extenuated as fine as the 
threds in the Spiders web. *681 Grew M usmtm 1. v. 85 His 
[the Sawfish’s] body behind his head becomes . .broad . .from 
whence it i$ again extenuated all the way to the end of his 
Tail. 

H To stretch out ; also intr. ? Confused with 
extend. 

1583 Stubbes A nat. A bus. (1877) 54 Rather abbreuiat oure 
dayes by manye yeres, than extenuate our liues one minut j 
of an houre. 1601 Chester Love's Mart. vi. (3878; 81 The 
plaines . .'Whose fertill bounds farre doth extenuate. 

3. To thin out in consistency, render less 
dense. 

1559 Morwyng Evowym., Moist thinges put into a body 
by the force of heate are extenuated into a vapour. 1601 
Holland Pliny ^ (1634I I. 431 To extenuate that grosse sub- 
stance into which the Oliue had turned the . . iuice and 
humor. 1638 G. Sandys ¥0646 He the congealed vapors 
melts againe Extenuated into drops of Raine. 1686 Goad 
Celest. Bodies n. xii. 322 Amisle of Vapour or Fume may be 
extenuated into some hundreds [of miles]. 1800 Vince 
Hydrostat. vii. 81 Accumulating and extenuating the air, 
t b. spec, in Med. To render thinner (the hu- 
mours or concretions of the body, etc.) ; = Atten- 
uate 2 b. Obs. 

*$63 Hyli. A rt Garden. (1593) 71 The seeds doe extenuate 
and diminishe the clammy ana grosse humours. 1610 Mark- 
ham Masterp. it. clxxiii. 487 It extenuateth humors. 

absol. 1533 Elyot Cast. Helthe (1541^ 27 a, Almondes do 
extenuate and dense. 1607 Topsell Serpents (1608) 624 
Those medicines.. which do extenuate. 

+ c. To thin out (the hair, eyebrows, etc.). Obs, 
*585 Lloyd Treas, Health Bj, Want of theyr humours 
doth extenuat the same [hair], x66x Lovell Hist. Anim. 

$ Min. 39 The fat . . extenuateth the eyebrows. 

4u fa. To diminish in size, number, or amount; 
to reduce to meagre dimensions. Obs. 

*555 Eden Decades 373 By forcible extenuatinge the 
gooddes and poure of them whom they desired to kepe in 
subiection. 1630 R. Johnson's Kingd. <$* Commw. 22 Small 
numbers are soon, .extenuated by a long warre. 1634 Sir 
X Herbert Trav. 205 In' which Citie is a great Colossus. . 
To extenuate the bulke of this their Pagod, they place him 
sitting. 1647 Sprigge Anglia. Rediv. jii. v. (1854) 164 
[They] were reduced to so much lesser number ; and were 
yet further extenuated. 

f b. To lessen (a quality, etc.) in degree; to 
weaken the force of (a blow), mitigate (a law). Obs. 

*56* T. Norton Calvin's Inst. 11. 90 We . do obscure and 
extenuate it [God’s grace] with our vnthankfulnesse. 1590 
Shaks. Mids. N. 1. L 120 Else the Law of Athens yeelds you 
vp (Which by no meanes we may extenuateJTo death. 1598 
E. Gilpin Skial. (1878) 45 Some great sicknes . . doth , . ex- 
tenuate Thy fraile remembrance. 3643 Prynne Sov. Power 
Pari. App. 162 Kings cannot by Law change or extenuate 
Laws, 167a Sir T. Browne Lett. Friend vi. (i88x) 330 
The incurable state of his disease might somewhat extenuate 
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your Sorrow. 2744 Shenstone Wks. $ Lett . [1777) HI, 
100 No time shall extenuate our mutual friendship. 1773 
J. Ross Fratricide (MS.) iv. 53 A heaviness Extenuates 
my strength. 

II. To lessen in representation, 
f 5. ‘To diminish in honour * (J.), depreciate, dis- 
parage (a person, his actions, or attributes). Obs. 

x6ox Weevhr Mirr. Mart. Ciijb, Extenuate no more 
worth’s matchlesse deedes. 1605 Bacon Adv. Leant. 1. ii. 
§ 3 It hath beene ordinarie . .to extenuate and disable learned 
men by the names of Pedantes. 1667 Milton P. L. x. 645 
J ust are thy ways . . Who can extenuate ‘the®? 1703 Stan- 
hope Parapkr. il. 380 The Reply he made, extenuates the 
One, when put into the Ballance with the Other. 

6. To estimate or state at a low figure ; to dis- 
parage the magnitude or importance of; to under- 
rate, make light of. Somewhat arch. 

1529 More Dyaloge in. Wks. 1218/1 With wordes and 
reasoning, to extenuate and minysh the vygour and asperite 
of the paynes, 1553 T, Wilson Rhet. 58 b, In accusyng 
any persone it is best, .whereas anythyng semeth to make 
for hym to extenuate the same to the outermoste. 1607 
Norden Sun. Dial. 34 The feare of this maketh the Tenants 
to extenuate the values. 1625-8 tr. Camden’s Hist. Ells. 
iv. <1688) 626 Cuflfe extenuated both the Danger and Diffi- 
culty. 1658 Sir T. Browne Hydriot, iv, Nor can we ex- 
tenuate the valour of ancient Martyrs. 1749 Fielding Torn 
pones vn. xi. Every man seemed wholly bent to extenuate 
the sum which fell to his share. 1832 Lyell Princ. Geol. 
II. 288 Extenuating the comparative magnitude of coral 
limestones. 1882 Seeley Nat. Relig. n. i. 128 Christianity 
has never altogether denied, but only extenuated the claims 
of Art and Science. 

7. esp. To underrate, treat as of trifling magni- 
tude (guilt, faults, crimes'). Hence, in later use : 
To lessen, or seek to lessen, the seeming magni- 
tude of (guilt or offence) by partial excuses. Also of 
circumstances : To serve as an extenuation of. 

1570 T. Norton tr. Nowet’s Catech. (1853) 149 Let no 
man extenuate the most heinous offence of man as a small 
trespass. 1651 Hobbes Leviath. 11. xxvii, 154 None that 
can Excuse though some of them may Extenuate) a Crime. 
1693 Congreve Jnv.xi. 295 Fortune, there, extenuates the 
Crime. What’s Vice in me, is only Mirth in him. 1840 
Macaulay Clive 93 The same sense of justice, .forbids us to 
conceal or extenuate the faults of his earlier days. 1871 
Morley Voltaire (1886) 160 A baseness that we ought never 
to pardon and never to extenuate. 

U b. Improperly used for : To extenuate the guilt 
of; to plead partial excuses for. 

1741 Middleton Cicero II. vtn. 14 1 Pompey’s fate would 
extenuate the omission of that step. 1791 Mrs. Radcliffe 
Rom. Forest x, She. .endeavoured to extenuate the conduct 
of Madame La Motte. t8ii Lamb Innrtod. Indttlg. Palate 
Wks. < 1S89' 635 He thought it necessary to extenuate the 
length of time he kept the dinner on the table, i860 All 
V. Round No. 67. 404 The purser’s steward .. extenuated 
himself calmly enough. 

Extenuated (ekste'm*/,<?ited), ppl. a. [f. prec. 
+ -ED.] In senses of the vb. a. Made slender ; 
shrunken, emaciated, b. Attenuated, rarefied. 

a. 1620VENNER Via Recta ii. 36 It is., more profitable 
for loose and extenuated bodies. 172 6 Leoni tr. Alberti's 
Archil. I. 5 b, Their Faces become thin and extenuated. 
1781 Char.m Ann. Reg. 19/t The person of Dr. Fothergill 
was of a delicate, rather of an extenuated make. 1863 
Hawthorne Our Old Home (1879) 76 We . . are getting too 
nervous, haggard, dyspeptic, extenuated. 

b. 1661 Boyle Spring 0/ Aim. ii. (1662) 33 Calling this 
extenuated substance a Funiculus. 

Exte nuating, vbl. sb. [f. as prec. + -into L] 
The action of the vb. Extenuate. (For quot. cf. 
sense 6 of vb ) 

1671 H. M. tr. Erasm. Collog. 357 A too solicitous ex- 
tenuating thy provision is all one as if thou should boast 
of it. 

Exte-nuating, ppl a. [f. as prec. + -ing 2 ] 
That extenuates in senses of the vb. Now chiefly in 
phrase Extenuating circumstances : circumstances 
that tend to diminish culpability. 

1607 Topsell Four-f. Beasts (1673V 525 A thin extenuating 
diet, a 1633 Gouge Comm. Heb. i. 2 These words, .are ex- 
tenuating words. 1655 Culpepper Riverius it. i. 63 Let 
him use things extenuating, as tlysop, Fennel., and es- 
pecially Nutmeg. 1679 J. Goodman Pen it. Pardoned 11. ii. 
(1713)198 It was not an extenuating but a just reflection 
which the Historian makes upon .. Alexander. 1694 R. 
Burthogge Reason 139 Its Emanation . . is from a Center 
into an Orb or Sphere, in Extenuating Lines. 1750 tr. 
Leonardus* Mirr. Stones qZ Galen holds that it is warming 
and extenuating. 1840 Macaulay Clive 55 In Clive’s case, 
there were many extenuating circumstances. 1875 J owett 
Plato (ed. 2) 1. 494 [Those] who have taken the life of another 
under the like extenuating circumstances. 

Hence Sxte'nuatingly adv., in an extenuating 
manner, 

1884 Mrs. Houstoun Caught in Snare II. xv. 171 ‘Per- 
haps,’ said Helen, extenuatingly, * she suffers.’ 

Extenuation. (ekste : ni«,^*Jbn). [ad. L. ex- 
tenuation-em, n. of action f. extemiare to Exten- 
uate. Cf. F. extimiation!\ The action of exten- 
uating; extenuated condition. 

1. The action or process of making or becoming 
thin ; an instance of this ; a shrunken condition ; 
leanness, emaciation. 

1576 Baker Jewell of Health. 171 a, This mightily helpeth 
the extenuation of members. 1635 Culpepper Riverius \. 
v. 19 A yong man .. had an extenuation for want of nourish- 
ment in his Limbs. 1707 Floyer Physic. Pulse-Watch 183 
Galen commends tepid Baths for . . curing all Extenuations. 
1781 Johnson Let. Mrs. Thrale 27 Oct , The extenuation 


is her only had symptom. 1823 Scott Betrothed xxx, The 
female, .exhibited:, some symptoms of extenuation. 1828 
Biog. in Ann. Reg. 474/2 Some pallid from extenuation. 

■f 2. Making less dense ; rarefaction (of air). 

1655-60 Stanley Hist. Philos. (1701) 64/2 Winds proceed 
from extenuation of the Air, by the Sun. 

f 3. The action or process oi making slender or 
diminishing in bulk ; an instance of this. Obs. 

1619 Donne Serm. xiv. 140 All Dilatation is some degree 
of Extenuation. i65s Sir T. Herbert Trav. (1677) 186 
The Sea is the same at all seasons; what it gets by Rivers 
and showers, losing by exhalations and extenuations through 
the excessiveheats . . within theTorridZone. 1777 Priestley 
Matt. 0* Spir. ( 1782) I. xix. 229 Gregory the Great.. says 
that God penetrates everything without extenuation. 

Jig. 1627 Bp. Hall Holy Oosery. 6 3 No lesse well doth 
God take these submisse extenuations of our selues. 

d*4. The action of making less or weak ; an in- 
stance of this ; a weakening, impoverishment. 
Also mitigation (of blame or punishment). Obs. 

1542-3 Act 34-5 Hen. VIII , c. 1*8 The saide citie is much 
decaid . . not a little to the extenuadon of that part of this 
realme. 1396 Shaks. i Hen. IV, 111. ii. 22 Such extenuation 
let me begge, As in reproofe of many Tales deuis’d . . I may 
. . Finde pardon on my true submission. 1634 H . L’Estrange 
Chas. I 11655) * The gallantry of Henry’s heroique spirit 
tended somewhat to the . . extenuation of Charles his glory. 
1707 Attkrbury ^r;/Lv.('x723'lI.i59What Deeds of Charity 
we nave to alledge in Extenuation of our Punishment. 

5. The action of representing (something) as 
slight and trifling ; underrating ; an instance of 
this, a plea to this end ; a modification in terms. 

1614 Bp. Hall Recoil. Treat. 209 Sometimes, .wee humble 
ourselves lower than there is cause. .And no lesse well doth 
God take these submisse extenuations of our selves. 1621 
Burton Anat. Mel. 11. i. iv. ii. 228 Through their, .extenu- 
ation [of their grievance], wretchedness and peevishness 
they undo themselves. 172a De Foe Plague [ 1840) 6 Many 
died of it every day, so that now all our extenuations abated. 
1859 Mill Liberty ii. (1865) 13/2 The utmost they allow is an 
extenuation of its absolute necessity. 

fb. Rhet. 

1389 Puttenham Eng. Poesie m. xix. (Arb.) 227 We call 
him the Disabler or figure of Extenuation. 1637 J* Smith 
Myst, Rhet. 56 When for extenuation sake we use a lighter 
and more easie word or terme then the matter xequires. 
1706 in Phillips. 1823 in Crabb Technol. Did. 

0. The action of lessening, or seeking to lessen, 
the guilt of (an offence or fault) by alleging partial 
excuses ; an instance or means of doing this ; a 
plea in mitigation of censure. Also In extenua - 
tionof. 

1631 Hobbes Leiriath. n. xxvii. 156 Extenuation, by 
which the Crime, that seemed great, is made lesse. a 1674 
Clarendon Snrv. Leviath . (1676) 180 He .. was to find 
excuses and extenuations for sins. 1712 Addison Sped. No. 
297 1* 1 Whatever may be said for the Extenuation of such 
Defects. 1750 Johnson Rambler No. 39 f 7 It may be 
urged, in extenuation of this crime, .that [etc.]. 1839 Mac- 
kintosh Eth. Philos. Wks, 1846 I. 28 In extenuation of a 
noble error. <1x832 Bentham Wks. 11843) 1* *74 The dif- 
ferences of castes . . furnish a copious stock of extenuations 
. .to different classes of offences. 

7. U.S. Used humorously in pi. for : Thin gar- 
ments. 

1881 G. W. Cable in Scribner's Mag. May 23 They 
were clad in silken extenuations from the throat to the feet. 
1883 Pall Mall G. 12 Sept. 2/2 One side wore, .extenua- 
tions of a. . green colour. 

Exte’imative, a. and sb. [f. Extenuate v. 

+ -IVE.] 

A. adj. a. Tending to make lean. b. Tending 
to extenuate (guiltU 

1610 Barrouch Meth. Physick n. ix. (1639) 8s They have 
more need of extenuative roeates then those that have the 
Pleurisie, 1827 Bentham Ration. Evid. Wks. 1843 VII. 
15 Proving the existence of some justificative, or extenua- 
tive, or exemptive, circumstance. 

B. sb. a. Something serving to extenuate 
guilt b. A medicine producing * extenuation ■ or 
emaciation. 

<21734 North Exam. n. v. § 90 Another Extenuative of 
the intended Rebellion. 1818 Blackw. Mag. III. 524 Be a 
little more sparing of extenuatives and soporifics. 

Extenuator (ekste'nw.ritoi). fagent-n. f. L. 
exienuare'. see Extenuate vi] One who exten- 
uates. t One who depreciates or makes light of. 
b. One who alleges extenuating or excusatory con- 
siderations ; an apologist. 

1748 Richardson Clarissa (1811) VIJT. 57 Not. . classed 
among such extenuators. 1799 V. Knox Lord’s Supp. iv, 
The extenuators of the Sacrament , .suggest a hint that the 
command to perform this slight service, might ha^e been 
confined to the Apostles, 1869 Mo2ley Univ. Serm. i. 
(1876) 15 The extenuators of the Council. 

Extenuatory (ekste-ni^atori), a. [ad. L. 
extenuatori-us, f. extenudre : see Extenuate and 
-ory.] Characterized by extenuation ; having the 
function or effect of extenuating. 

1807 W. Taylor in Ann. Rev. V. 172 The translation 
adopts an extenuatory turn. 1831 Croker in Boswell’s 
Johnson an. 1 744 I. 142 note, The veil, of stately d iction 
and extenuatory phrases. 1870 Contemp. Rev. XIV. 618 
The sweeping verdict, .on Martial’s palpable faults, without 
any extenuatory mention of his tenderer touches. 

t Exte’nue, V. Obs. rare— 1 . f(?ad. F. ex- 
tenue-r ), ad. L. extenu-dre : see Extenuate,] 
trans. To make thinner. 

1374 Newton Health Mag. 8 The matter.. which re- 
mained in the fleshe might be extenued. 
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EXTERMIETATIVE. 


f Extenuity. Ohs. rare [f. Extenu-ate 
v. after 1 enuxty.] Extreme fineness or subtility ; 
concr. in pi 

x6oi Holland Pliny <1634) II. 535 Making up the pour- 
fils and extenuities of his lineaments [argutias voltus\. 
Exter (eksto'j), v. rare— 1 , [f. L. ex- out -f 
ter-ra earth ; on the analogy of Inter.] tram . 
To dig out of the earth. 

*835 Blackw. Mag. XXXVIII. 149 From gold mines that 
precious metal . . is exterred. 

Extercorate, var. of Exstercorate. Ohs . 
f Exte*rebrate, v. Obs~<> [f. L. exterebrat - 
ppl. stem of exterebrdre, f. ex- out + terchrare to 
bore, f. terebra boring tool, f. terere to rub.] 
trans. To bore out ; fg. 1 to search curiously V 
1623-6 in Cockeram. 1727 in Bailey vol. II. 
t Exte*rge, v. Obs. ff. L. exfergZre, f. ex- out 
+ tergere to wipe off.] trans. To wipe out, cleanse. 
In quots. absol. 

1657 Tomlinson Remit* sDisp. 38 It [sour sapour] cor- 
rodes, bites.. and exterges. 1684 tr. Bond's Merc. Compit. 
xvm. 666 Manna, .and things that exterge without biting, 
t ExteTgent, a.— 9 [ad. L. extergent-cm, pr. 
pple. of exiergere : see prec.] Abstergent. 

1706 in Phillips. 1727-31 in Bailey vol. II. 
t Exte*rial, a. Obs. [a. obs. F. exterial, f. L. 
exter-us outward.] Outside, external. 

1528 Roy Rede me (Arb.) 123 Beware.. Of the outwarde 
man exteriall. 1547 Boorde Brev. Health Pref. 4 Sickenes 
in the exteriall partes. 

Exterior (eksti-msi), a. and sb. Also 6 ex- 
teryor, 6-7 exteriour. [a. L. exterior, compar. 
of ex ter^ us outside. Cf. F. extcrieur.J 

A. adj. 

1. Outer; pertaining to or connected with the 
outer portion or outside of anything ; visible or 
perceptible on the outside ; external. (In many 
uses not clearly distinguishable from the sb. used 
attrib.) 

Exterior angle (Geomt : the angle included between any 
side of a triangle or polygon and the production of the 
adjacent side ; also, an angle included between a straight 
line failing upon two parallel lines and either of the latter 
on the outside. Exterior f polygon, screw , side , slope (.see 
quots.). f Exterior epicycloid : see Epicycloid. 

1570 Dee Math. Pref. 2 Things Naturall, of the sense 
exterior, ar hable to be perceiued. 1583 Stubbes Anat. 
Abus. (1877) 30 The sinne of the heart, .bursteth not foorth 
into exteriour action. 1602 Marston Ant. ff Mel. Induct., 
Frame, your exterior shape To hautie forme of elate 
majestie. 1602 Shaks. Ham. n. ii. 6 Not th' exterior, nor 
the inward man Resembles that it was. 1706 Phillips (ed. 
Kersey , Exterior Polygon , the Out-lines of all the Works 
drawn from one outmost Angle to another. 1761 Hume 
Hist. Eng. II. xxxii. 2x9 His exterior concurrence with., 
the prosecutions. 1823 Lamb Elia , JDiss. Roast Pig( 1867) 
160 What a sacrifice of the exterior tegument ! 1858 Haw- 
thorne Fr. fr It. 5 trills, (1872) I. 47 Whose exterior front is 
covered. 1863 Mrs. C. Clarke Shaks. Char. xii. 300 
Beatrice possesses a fund of hidden tenderness beneath her 
exterior gaiety. 1807 Smyth Sailor’s Word-bk ., Exterior 
side , the side of an imaginary polygon, upon which the 
plan of a fortification is constructed. Exterior slope, in 
fortification, that slope of a work towards the country 
which is next outward beyond its superior slope. 1874 
Knight Did. Meek. I. 819/1 Exterior-screw, owe: cut upon 
the outside of a stem or mandrel. 

t b. Concerned with externals, rare. 

1541 Barnes Wks. (1573) 341/2 What more exteriour 
honour can you deuise then this is ? and yet you doe say y fc 
you honour no stockes nor stones. T797-1803 Foster in 
Life ff Carr. (1846) I. 164 Why was the Jewish dispensa- 
tion so strange, so exterior, so inadequate f 

2. Situated outside or without (an object) ; com- 
ing from without ; concerned with what is without ; 
external, extrinsic. Const, to. 

1333 Elyot Cast. Helthe Ii. xxiv. (1572' 38 b, The ex- 
teriour ayre. which compasseth the body. 1538 Starkey 
England 1. ii. 50 Exteryor thyngys — frynds, ryches, and 
abundance of necessarys . . are . . requyryd. 2667 Milton 
P. L. ix. 336 Without exterior help sustaind. 1780 Covvper 
Table T. 247 Happiness depends, .less on exterior things 
than most suppose. 1813 Jane Austen Emma n. xiii. 226 
Giving particulars of his journey and feelings . . and describ- 
ing everything exterior and local, 1834 Mrs, Somerville 
Connex. Pkys. Sc. iv. (1849^ 32 The attraction of a sphere 
on any exterior body. . 1885 Leudesdorf Cremona's Prof 
Geom. 219 If the conic is a hyperbola . . the centre is a 
point exterior to the curve. ' . 
tb. Foreign. Obs. rare. 

1340 Act 32 Hen. VIII, c. 14 This realme of England and 
any other exteriour potentates. 

B. sb. (Not in Johnson.) 

1. The adj. used absol . : An exterior thing, rare 
in sing. In pi. Outside parts, features, habits, 
manners, trappings, etc. ; externals. 

1391 Troub, Raigne K. John (i6rri 58, I speake not only 
for eies priuilege, The chief exterior that I would enioy. 
*598 Shaks. Merry IV. 1. iii. 72 She did course o're my 
exteriors with.. a greedy intention. 1646 Sir T. Browne 
Pseud. Ep. To Rdr., Discourses, who look beyond the 
shell and obvious exteriours of things. 1712 J. Henley Let. 
in Sped. No. sr8 Without producing a suitable Revolution 
in his Exteriors. 1784 J. Barry Led. Art i. (1848) 76 
Riches, dignities, and all. .showy pompous exteriors. 

2. a. The outward surface, the outside, b. 
That which appears outside; outward aspect or 
demeanour. 


a. 2693 Woodward Nat. Hist. Earth i. 3 Nor. .did I 
neglect the exteriour or Surface. 3853 Sir H. Douglas 
Mil. Bridges (ed. 3) 28 Wooden frames, covered on the 
exterior with sheet copper. 

b. 280s Han. More IVks. VIII. 99 The engaging ex- 
terior of urbanity. 1874 Green Short Hist. viii. 464 Under 
this ridiculous exterior however lay a man of much natural 
ability. 2876 Mozley Univ. Serin. xiv. (1877) 247 These 
were covered by the most pious exterior. 

Exte-riorate, v. rare- 1 , [f. prec. + -ate 3.] 
trans. To make (something) a matter of externals. 

1871-2 H. Macmillan True Vine iv. 149 How different is 
this from the notion of those who exteriorate religion. 

Exte r ior a*tion . [f. as prec. + -ation.] 

1. The action of making more outward, nonce- 
use, after deterioration . 

<21831 A. Knox Rem. (1834I I. 66 To a person.. much 
occupied in inward converse with God, there is something 
felt of comparative exterioration in. .the more public means. 

2. (The physiological cerebral act by which the 
sensation produced by an impression on any part 
of the course of a nerve is referred to its terminal 
extremity * {Syd. Soc. Lex, 1884 ). 

Exteriority (ekstl^ri^riti). [f. as prec. + -ity. 
Cf. F. extcriorilL] 

1. The state or fact of being outward or outside, 
or of having an external existence ; outwardness. 

i6ix Cotgr., Exterieureti , exterioritie, outwardness. 1664 
H. More Myst. Iniq. xvi. 56 The exteriority and palpa- 
bility of theexercise of their affections. 1803 Edin. Rev. I. 
261 Interiority and exteriority, by which is meant the dis- 
tinction of the attributes of an object as originally existing 
in itself or as acquired^ from without. 1836-7 Sir W, 
Hamilton Mdaph. xxviii. 1x859'! II. 174 The sense of touch 
by itself, .is not even cognizant of local exteriority \6rtliches 
auseinanderseyn\. 1864 Webster, Exteriority , surface, 
superficies. 

2. In religions sense occas. : Devotion to the 
external instead of to the inward and spiritual. 

a 1875 Bp. Forbes, (O.) And this leads on to a third point 
which hinders progress, and that is what for want of a 
better word may be termed exteriority. 1885 Bissell 
Pentateuch 31 1 These men of God., in the midst of a ten- 
dency to pure exteriority. 

3. * The psychical act by which sensations are 
referred to the external world, as when an impres- 
sion on the retina is referred to an object outside 
and not to the place of sensation’ {Syd. Soc. Lex.). 

Exteriorization (ekstl^rioraiz^jbn). In 
quot. exteriorisation. [f. next + -ation.] The 
action of exteriorizing (see next). 

188S F. W. H. Myers vx Proc. Soc. Psych. Research Oct. 
169 It was like the awakening and exteriorisation of sensa- 
tions already stored up in the organism. 

Exteriorize ( ek$tb*rioroiz\ v. [f. Exterior 
+ -1ZE.J trans. To make exterior; to realize (a 
conception) in outward form; to attribute an ex- 
ternal existence to (states of consciousness). 

1879 Maudsley Pathol Mind 449 It is the unfailing ten- 
dency of the mind to project its affections outwards and to 
transfer them to objects as qualities — to exteriorise its 
states as qualities. 1890 Harper's Mag. May 821/1 His 
painting is a means of exteriorizing his conceptions. 

Exteriorly (ekstI**riAili), adv. [f. as prec. + 

-LY A] 

1. On the outside or surface ; as regards the out- 
side ; superficially. 

1593 Shaks. John iv. ii. 257 My forme, Which Jiowsoeuer 
rude exteriorly, Is yet the couer of a fayrer minde, 1669 
Woodhead St. Teresa n. xxvi, 162 It scorched her ex- 
teriorly. 1707 Curios, in Husb. ff Card. 49 New Parts 
uniting themselves exteriourly to the former. 1791 Macik 
in Phil. Trans. LXXXI. 372 It was still white, both ex- 
teriorly and interiorly. 1879 Glasgmu Herald 8 Oct., Viewed 
as a whole, whether exteriorly or interiorly the . .room is a 
remarkably fine architectural production. 

2. With outward act ; as regards externals. 

1550 Thomas Ital, Grant., Cofto, is the worshippe or hon- 
our that is exteriourly vsed towardes God. x6z6 T. H. tr. 
Caussin’s Holy Crt. 260 Exteriourly applying your selfe to 
ordinary sermces. 1683 tr. Bossuet's Dodr. Cath. Ch. 
Advt. 15 The Holy Ghost, .establishes Pastors and Teachers 
to act exteriourly- 1751 Chesterf. Lett, III. ccliv. 167 
Endeavour to please every body, I mean exteriorly. 1873 
Borrow Gypsies of Spain (ed. 2)101 They exteriorly accom- 
modate themselves to the religion of the country. 

3. In an exterior position or direction ; as being 
outside something. 

1877 E. Cairo Philos. Kant 11. xvii. 609 We have again 
to regard the cause, not as exteriorly related to the effect, 
but as identical with it. i 33 o C. & F. Darwin Movem. PI. 
513 Producing only 3 or 4 perfect flowers, which are 
situated exteriorly. 1883 Q. Rev. Jan, 190 Each leaf is 
drawn in exteriorly to the first one. 

Ext© rminable, a. rare. [f. L. extermina- 
bil-is, f. exterminare : see Exterminate and 
-ABLE.] That may be exterminated. 

1667 H. More Div. Dial, l xxvii. (1713) 57 No Essence 
that is exterminable can be the Essence of God. 

H tJsed by Shelley for illimitable ^ 

2813 Shelley Q. Mab. vrr, 23 The exterminable spirit it 
contains Is nature’s only God. 

Exterminate (eksty.imm<dt), v. Also 6-7 pa. 
pple. exterminate, ff. L. extermindt- ppl. stem 
of exterminare to drive: beyond the boundaries, f. ex- 
out + terminus boundary-line. Cf. F. exter miner. 

Only sense 1 is found Jr class. Lat. ; the developed sense 2 
appears in the Vulgate, and in Fr.] 


+ 1. trans . To drive, force (a person or thing) 
from, of, out qAhe boundaries or limits of (a place, 
region, community, state, etc.) ; to drive away, 
banish, put to flight Also with double obj. by 
omission of prom. Obs. 

254* Elyot Image Gov. (1549) 146 Oppression, extorcion 
. . were out of the citee of Rome, .vtterly exterminate. 2360 
Holland Crt. Venus in. 621 It hes..mony of life extir- 
minate. ^ 1397 Bacon Coulers Good Evil vii. (Arb.) 148 
Most thinges do . . chase and exterminate their contraries, 
2633 Baxter Meth: Peace Come.. 50 Do not those men 
deserve to be exterminated the Churches, a 2677 Barrow 
Pope's Suprevt. Wks. 1741 I. 609 They deposed, extermin- 
ated, and deprived him of communion. 2677 Hale Prim. ' 
Orig. Man. n. iv. 263 Their [the Britons*] Language was 
wholly exterminated from hence with them, 2693 Bentley' 
Serm. 6 June 27 A discovery, .which alone is sufficient to 
. .exterminate rank Atheism out of the World. ■ , „* « * 

2 , To destroy utterly, put an end to (persons or 
animals) ; now only, to root out, extirpate (species, 
races, populations, sects, hence opinions, etc.). 

1649 Alcoran 65 Who can hinder God to exterminate the 
Messiah .. with whatsoever is in the Earth, when it shall 
seeme good to him? 1631 Hobbes Leviath. n. xxiv. 128 A 
People comming into possession of a Land by warre, do not 
alwaies exterminate the antient Inhabitants. 2703 Ar- 
buthnot Coins (1727)^229 Alexander had left Grecian 
Governors and Colonies in the I ndies ; but they were almost 
exterminated by Sandro-cottus. 1788 Priestley Led. 
Hist. v. xl. 290 Clovis, .exterminated all his family, lest 
any of them should be chosen king. 2860 Motley Netherl 
(1868) I. i. 5 The Holy League. .was to exterminate heresy. 
1868 Peard Water-farm, xvi 164 In the dawn of domestic 
agriculture, beasts of prey, .were exterminated. 

1 3. To get rid of (a thing) ; to abolish, put an 
end to, destroy. Obs. 

1391 Sylvester Du Bart as 1. vii. (164^ 63/1 Th’ one [Sab- 
bath] but a Day endures; th* others Date Eternity shall 
riot Exterminate. 2630 Bulwer Anthropomet. 158 Exter- 
minating or out-lawing their own Face, to put on another. 
2691 Ray Creation (1714V38WI10 endeavour to . . evacuate and 
exterminate this Argument. 2794 Godwin Cal. Williams 
92 A remorse that stung his conscience and exterminated 
his peace. 

f b. Math. To get rid of (an unknown quantity, 
etc.); -Eliminate. Obs . 

1743 W. Emerson Fluxions it. iii. 139 By help of the 
Equation of the Curve, exterminate x or y out of the 

Quantity ~r. 1756 Saunderson Meth. Fluxions 159 To 

exterminate the impossible Quantity in the Denominator. 
1827 Hutton Course Math. 1 . 246 By adding or subtracting 
them [equations], .one of the letters may be exterminated. 

Hence Exte'rm in ated ppl. a. Exterminating; 
vbl sb. Exterminating ppl a. 
m *694 tr. Milton's Lett. State 19 May an. 1655, We believe 
it to be the general Interest of us all . . to relieve our exter- 
minated and indigent Brethren. 2813 Q. Rev. IX. 341 The 
exterminated nations.. deserved the vengeance of a moral 
governor by their idolatry and depravity. 2664 H. More 
Myst. Iniq. 274 The exterminating of Idolattry out of the 
empire. 2667 Decay C hr. Piety vi. 120 Unlucky vices, on 
whom the exterminating lot hapned to fall. 2796 Cole- 
ridge Ode Departing Year, The exterminating fiend is fled, 
2867 Freeman Norm. Conq. (1876) I. ii. 33 The last exter- 
minating conquest waged, .against the Britons. 

Extermination (ekstsumin^-Jbn). Also 5 
-mynacion, 6 -miuationo. [ad. Y.. extermination - 
em, n. of action f. exterminare : see Exterminate.] 
The action of exterminating. 

f 1. Expulsion from the bounds or limits of a 
country, state, or community ; an instance of this ; 
banishment, excommunication. Obs. 

*577 Bee Relat. Spirits 1.(1659) 43° The Lord Rosenberg 
. .did . . advise the Emperour of his error committed in our 
extermination. 01626 Bacon Holy War Wks. 1740 III. 
542 Disp lan ring and extermination of people. 2642 Vinci 
Smedymn uus ix, 104 All the important businesse of the 
Church, whether censures or exterminations. 2660 Blount 
Boscobelu. (1680) 33 His Majesties sufferings and forced ex- 
termination. 2664 H. More Myst. Iniq. 272 The slaughter 
of the Beast, or extermination of him out of Being. 

2. Putting an end to, total extirpation; utter 
destruction. 

2349 Contpl. Scat. vii. 68 To succumb hvr haistylye, in the 
maist extreme exterminatione. 2682 in Somers Tracts II. 
152 Forcible pursuit against such persons, to the utter ex- 
termination of them. 2790 Han. More Relig. Fash . World 
(1702) 140 The almost total extermination of religion. 2794 
S. Williams Vermont 160 The savage aims at the utter 
extermination of his enemy. 2803 Med. Jml. IX. 540 The 
Jennerian Society for the Extermination of the Small-pox. 
1862 Sir B. Brodie Psychol. Inq. II. iv. 241 One species 
prospers and multiplies by the extermination of another. 
2867 Deutsch Rent. (1874) 8 A new decree for the exter- 
mination of the Talmud. 

3. Math. =« Elimination 4 . 

2733 in Chambers Cycl Supp. 1784 Waring in Phil 
Trans. LXXIW4H The extermination of all the terras. 
2827 Hutton Course Math. I. 256 note. Cubic equations .. 
may usually be reduced to quadratics, by extermination. 

^[4. Used as - Termination; ending; decay. 

1490 Caxton Eneydos xxii. (iSgto) 80 The owle[’s]..song 
termyneth in pyetous extermynacion. 2549 Contpl. Scot. i. 
20 Siklyik lordschips ande digniteis hes mcressing, declina* 
tione, ande exterminatione. 

Ssterminative (ekstS-imin^tiv), a. [f. Ex- 
terminate + - 1 VE.] Tending to exterminate. 

2884 Pall Malt G. 2 Apr. 5/2 [She] writes inflammatory 
odes about ‘hunting the savage'-. we scarcely seem to 
appreciate either her exterminative or her litterary * gifts'- 
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Exterminator (eksts’inrin^tei). [a. L, ex- 
termindlor, agent-n. f. extermindre: see Exter- 
minate.] One who or that which exterminates, 
destroys* or puts an end to. 

26x1 Cotgr., Exterminate ur, an exterminator, banisher ; 
destroyer., 1732 Hist, Lift. III. 289 He made such a 
dreadful havoc of the Spaniards, that he was very justly 
surnamed the Exterminator. 1858 Buckle Civiliz. (L.), 
Simon de Montfort, the exterminator of the Albigenses. 

Exterminatory (ekstSumintori), a, [f. Ex- 
terminate -f -ory.J Tending to extermination ; 
characterized by attempts at extermination. 

\ 1790 Burke Fr, Rev. 207 This exterminatory war. e t 79s 
— Let, to R. Burke Wks. IX. 444 Those terrible, confisca- 
tory, and exterminatory periods. 1863 Mrs. C. Clarke 
Shake. Char, xvi. 393 That exterminatory code which 
hitherto had kept them in abeyance. 

i Exterminatress (ekst§‘imin<2i:tres). [f. Ex- 
terminator 4 * -ESS.] A female exterminator. 
f X89Z Sat. Rev, 12 Sept. 289/3 Miss Ormerod, the exter- 
minatress of insects. 

'■ Exterminatrix (ekstoumin^triks). [a. L. 

* exterminatrix y fem. of Exterminator. ] *# prec. 
1 1880 Daily News 3 Nov. 5/7 She is .. less of an exter- 
minatrix than the exasperated people represent her to be. 

+ ExteTBline, v. Ohs. [ad. F. exterminer, 
f. L. exterminare : see Exterminate.] 

1. .*= Exterminate i. Const, from, out of 

1634 Heywood Witches of Lane. iv. Wks. 1874 IV. 228 
Thou had’st extermin’d Thy selfe out of the blest society 
Of Saints and Angels. 1637 — Royal Ship 42 This word . . 
was absolutely extermin a and excommunicated from all 
grammatical! construction. 

2. = Exterminate 2 , 3 . 

.*539 in Vicary's Altai. (1888) App. in. 172 By fyer & 
sworde to extermyn & vtterly to destroy the hole nacion. 
*563-87 Foxe A. § M. (1596) 181/2 Roger bishop of Salis- 
bury. . was . .miserably, but iustlie, extermined, 1600 Shaks. 
A. K L. m, v. 89 Your sorrow, and my griefe Were both 
extermin'd. 163a Lithgow Trav. vii. 331 To extermine 
theirpower. 

t Exterminion. Chiefly Sc. Oh. Also 6 
extermynion, 6-7 extermini oun. [after L. type 

* exterminion- em, f. extermin- are : see Extermin^ 
ATe. Cf; opinion-em , f. oplnart. Late L. had 
exterminium in same sense.] Extermination. 

1528 Gardiner in Pocock Rec. Ref. 1 . 1 . 105 The exter- 
jnynion of the emperors army. *582-8 Hist. James VI 
(1804) 207 For punishment and utter exterminion of these. 
1629 Symmer Spir. Posie 1. iii. 12 The bleare eye of carnal! 
reason could not see any issue, or way to escape that im- 
minent exterminion./ 16. . Sc. Acts Chas. I \ 1814} V. 309 
(Jam.i, Thair is nothing les intendit againes this. . ktngdome 
nor ane uttir exterminioun and totall destructioun. 

Extern (eksta-in), a. and sb. Forms ; 5-7, 9 
externe, 6- extern, [ad. L, extern-us outward, 
f. exter outside. Cf. F. exterm.} 

A. adj\ 

1 . Pertaining to or connected with the outside ; 
outwardly perceptible ; consisting in outward acts ; 
pertaining to the outward form;~ExTERNAL A. 1 
and 2. Now only poet. {rare). 

1537 m Strype Eccl. Mem, I. App. lxxxviii. 240 At that 
time it was necessary to have extern gifts. 1640 Howell 
D-odona's Gr. (1645) 68 If the Almightie would assume a 
visible externe shape. 166S G. Harvey Morb. Angl. vi. 63 
The Lungs.. [are] very much exposed to extern and intern 
injuries. 1678 Gale Crt. Gentiles III. 145 The externe act. 
1683 E. Hooker Pref. Ep. Pondage's Mystic Div, 78 The., 
extern exertions of the. .visibl form of som Persons. 1882 
M. Arnold in igtk Cent. Jan. 8 Pullulating rites externe 
and vain. 

qnaed-adv. a 1845 Hood Lamia iv. 90 Women — fair 
externe, But viperous within. 

2. Situated outside, not included within the 
limits of, the object under consideration ^Exter- 
nal A. 3. Const, to. Now chiefly poet. 

*598 Barckley Felic. Man 1. (1603) 59 O man., that 
troublest thy selfe with externe things. 1642 Howell For. 
Trav. (Arb.) 70 Nor are the observations of the Eye any 
thing profitable, unless the Mind draw something from the 
Extern object to enrich the Soul withall. 1649 J. Eccles- 
ton tr. Behmeiis Epist. ii. (1886' : 8 The visible world being 
a procreation or extern birth. 1854 Jrnl. Roy, Agric. Soc. 
XV. 276 Materials altogether extern to an animal . . are made 
to contribute to the maintenance of its life. 1868 Browning 
Ring <$■ Bk. ix. 88 Your artist, .broods. . away from aught 
vulgar and extern On the inner spectrum. 

absol. 1850 Mrs. Browning Poems II. 290, I feel the 
externe and insensate creep in On my organized clay, 

+ b. Situated in or belonging to foreign coun- 
tries ; * External 3 b. Ohs, 

1543 Grafton Conin . Harding 573, I shuld, desire the 
helpe of externe nacions and countrees. a *577 Sir T. 
Smith Commw. Eng. (1633) 22 5 Souldiers. .when they have 
po externe service, .to occupie their busie heads and hands. 
1605 Answ. Discov, Romish Doctrine 48 Any externe 
Prelate. 1656 Artif. Handsom. vii. 83 Those things of 
extern mode and fashion. 

c. Not belonging to a specified community ; that 
is a non-member. Cf. B. 2 a. 

*86 6 Clerical Jrnl. 7 June 548/r The matter . . affecting 
the congregation alone, he put it to the good sense of extern 
visitors who might be present, not to claim a hearing. 

3 . Coming from without, having an outside 
origin ;=» External A. 4. Now rare. 

/ *533 Bellenden Livy 1. (1822)30 The faderis began to 
baif grete fere . . traisting suhi extern and uncouth violence 
of divers cieteis. <*16x7 P. Bayne On Eph.ix 6 sB) 116 No 


extern help can make us bring forth good fruit. C1645 
Howell! Lett. II. 11650) 103 It consisted in extern me- 
chanical! artifice only. 2799 Lamb John Woodvil in, Having 
a law within .. He cannot, .be bound by any Positive laws 
or ordinances extern. 

tb. Law, Not essential, accidental; in phr. 
Extern adjunct. Ohs. 

1592 West xst Pt. Symbol. § 36 G, Externe Adjuncts be 
those, .in the contract, that may also be absent from it, but 
in it only when it so Couenanted. 1605 Bacon A civ. 
Learn. 11. xxii. § 5 Which are inherent and not externe. 

B. sh. 

+ 1. Outward appearance, exterior. Ohs, ran. 

c 1600 Shaks. Soutt. exxv, Wer’t ought to me I bore the 
canopy, With my extern the outward honoring ? 

2. An outsider ; one who does not belong to or 
does not reside in an establishment or Institution: 

a. gen. Also a foreigner ; formerly, + one of col- 
lateral descent, b. A day-pupil in a school (Fr. 
externe) ; also attrib. c. In hospitals (see quot. 
i860), cl In monastic use. 

a. c 1610 Women Saints 30 Being no Rom ane, but an 
externe and a Barbarian. 1666 J. Serjeant Let. Thanks 
97 Not by Lineall Descendents. .but a few Externs. 1823 

G. Barley Lett. Dramatists in Lond. Mag. Dec., Joanna 
Baillie and young Beddoes, a female extern and a freshman. 
1834 H. O’Brien Round Towers Jr el. 52 The bungling of 
natives and the claims of externs. 1839 Fraser's Mag. 
XIX. 170 It would be worth gold . . to any unlucky extern 
this pinching night. 

b. 1848 Thackeray Van. Fair III, An extern school 
grew round the old. .foundation. 1853 C. Bronte Villette 
viii. The externes or dav-pupils exceeded one hundred in 
number. 2890 (). Rev. July 86 At the college Mazarin.. 
he followed [the courses] as an extern. 

C. i860 Mayne Exp, Lex., Extern , applied to patients, 
of hospitals, dispensaries, etc. who are not inmates ; to out- 
patients; also to the assistants, dressers, etc. who attend 
such Or' who do not dwell in the institution. 

attrib, *881 Ettcycl. Brit. XII. 302 s.v. Hospital, The 
* extern maternity / charities. 

d. ex 6 xo Women Saints 169 Create companies of kins, 
folkes, friends, and externes compassed her all-aboute. 
1870 Con temp. Rev, XV. 590 If there were not some per- 
son representing the outer world, some extern, as the 
Catholics would say. 1887 Law Rep. Weekly Notes 32/2 
No sister should seek advice of any extern without, .leave. 

Hence f Externly adv., outwardly, on the out- 
side. 

1568 Abp. Parker Corr. ('1852'' 325 Nothing hath chanced 
externly to her Majesty wherein her prudence shall be more 
marked. 1591 Sylvester Die Bart as 1. iii. (1641) 28/1 Or 
stately Toombs, externly gilt and garnisht With dust and 
bones inwardly fill’d and furnisht. 

External (ekst 5 *nial'>, <3!. and sb. Also 6-7 
externall. [f. L. extem-us outward (see Ex- 
tern a.) + -al.] 

A. adj. (Opposed to internal .) 

1 . Situated or lying outside ; pertaining to, or 
connected with, the outside or outer portion of 
anything. External angle : one made by produc- 
ing outwardly a side of a figure. External con- 
tact : (see quot, 1867). 

1591 Shaks. i Hen. VI, v. v. 3 Her vertues graced with 
externall gifts. 1606 — Ant. $ Cl, v. ii. 349 If they had 
swallow'd poyson, 'twould appeare By externall swelling. 
1635 N, Carpenter Geog. Del. 1. vii... 163 Externall I call 
those parts which are without the Spheare it selfe, 1706 
Phillips (ed. Kersey ), External angles. 1796 Hutton 
Math. Diet . s.v. Angle, The external angle of a triangle is 
equal to both the internal opposite ones taken together, 
1834 M ( 'Murrie C uvied s A nim. Kingd. 227 Having those 
organs free on the external edge. .2840 Lardner Geom. 83 
All the external angles of the polygon must also be equal to 
four right angles. 1842 E. Wilson A rat. Vade-m. 335 
The External or Cellular coat is dense and resisting. 1867 
Smyth Sailed s Word-bk., External contact, in a transit of 
Mercury or Venus over the sun’s, disc, this expression means 
the first touch of the planet’s and sun’s edges, before any 
part of the former Is projected on the disc of the luminary. 
1870 Bentley Bat. 58 External Glands may be,. divided 
into stalked . .or not stalked. 

b. Anat. Of veins, nerves, etc. : Lying towards 
the outer surface of the body. 

1831 R. Knox Cloquet's A nat. 489 External descending 
branches, .are four or five in number,, furnishing to the 
same parts an equal quantity of twigs. 1842 E. Wilson 
A nat. Vade-m. 342 The External J ugular Vein. Ibid. 418 
The External Cutaneous Nerve. 1878 T. Bryant Tract. 
Surg. I. 389 The external meatus. 

c. Of remedies, treatment; etc. : Outward, ap- 
plied to the exterior of the body. 

1706 in Phillips fed. Kersey), External Digestives are 
such as ripen a Swelling or breed good and laudable Matter 
in a Wound, and prepare it for Mundification or cleansing. 
1799 Med. Jrnl. II. 300 He recommends external warmth 
. . but not internal stimulants. 2841 Lane Arab. Nts, I. 87 
This man hath cured me by an external process. 1852 
Carpenter Man. Phys. 72 The application of external heat. 

2. Pertaining to the outward or bodily form as 
opposed to -the inner nature or spirit ; outwardly 
visible or perceptible ; consisting in outward acts 
or appearances. 

1556 CalvbCs Bk. Cam. Prayer Itt Pkentx (1708) II. 233 
The external Face of the same is polluted. 2564 Brief 
Exam. C ij, The externall partes of the sacramentes. 1647 

H. More Song of Soul 11, i.iil xxviii, They . . Appear in 
thickried Aire with shape externall. a 1699 Stillingfl. (J.), 
He that ' commits only the external act of idolatry is as 
guilty as [etc.]. 2736 Butler Anal il l Wks. 1874 I. 167 
The external worship of God. T : 1779-81 Johnson L. P., 


Milton Wks. II. 242 Religion, .will glide, .out of the mind, 
unless it be invigorated, -by external ordinances, by stated 
calls to worship. 1871 Morley Voltaire (18S6) 120 The 
external qualities of this striking style. . 

8. Situated outside, not included within the limits 
of, the object under consideration. Const, to. 

1595 Shaks. John 11. i. 571 Maids . . having no externall 
thing to loose But the word Maid. x8ox Med. Jrnl. XXL 
84 The external air. 2865 Lecky Ration. (2878) I. 359 All 
who were external to Christianity were doomed to eternal 
damnation. 1885 Leudesdorf Cremona's Prop. Geom. 209 
F and G are both external to the copic. 

fb, Situated in or belonging to foreign coun- 
tries; foreign. Ohs. 

1577-87 Holinshe d Scot. Chron. (2805I II. 54 Singular 
prowesse shewed by him 1 in external battell). 2599 Life Sir 
T. More in Wordsw. Eccl. Biog. (2853) II. 96 His external 
friends were these : Budams a learned Frenchman, etc. 

c. Metaph. Belonging or pertaining to the 
world of things or phenomena, considered as 
outside of the perceiving mind. External world : 
the totality of objects existing outside the conscious 
subject ; the objective world ; the 4 non-ego \ 

1667 Milton P. L. v. 203 All External things Which the 
five., senses represent. 2762 Kames Elem. Crit. (1855112 
Nothing external is perceived till it first makes, an impres- 
sion. 2779-82 Johnson L. P., Milton Wks. II. 95 The 
knowledge of external nature, 1884 tr. Loize's Meta/h , 445 
Our mental life is aroused anew at every moment by sensa- 
tions which the external world excites. 

4 . Arising or acting from without, originating from 
something outside. External evidence ', evidence 
derived from circumstances or considerations out- 
side or independent of the thing discussed. 

1651 Hobbes Leviath. 11. xxix. 167 Not by externall 
violence, but intestine disorder. 1695 Woodward Nat. Hist . 
Earth v. § 5 (1723) 255 These Shells . . being . . exposed, .to 
many external Accidents are ., worn, fretted, and broken 
to Pieces. 1747 Wesley Prim. Physic (1762) p. iv, Without 
the Aid of external yiolence. 1812-6 Playfair Nat. Phil. 
(2819) I, 43 The motion of a body, .must be ascribed to the 
action of an external cause or force. 1814 Chalmers Evid. 
Chr. Revel. Advt. 5 The external testimony of Christianity 
.. leaves infidelity without^ excuse. 2836 J. Gilbert Chr. 
Atonem. v. (18521 224 The idea that the punishment of sin 
is solely some external evil brought upon us. 2868 Glad- 
stone Juv. Mundi i. (1870) 20 The external evidence to a 
contrary effect . . is considerable. 

5 . Connected with, or having reference to, what 
is outside ; having an outside object or sphere of 
operation. External perception \ the perception 
of external objects, as opposed to internal percep- 
tion, the perception of what takes place within the 
mind. So External senses. 

1836-7 Sir W. Hamilton Metaph. xxii. (2859) II. 43 As 
this [the Acquisitive] faculty is again subdivided into two, 
according as it is conversant either about the phenomena 
of matter or about the phenomena of mind, the non-ego or 
the ego, I gave precedence to the former of these,— -the 
faculty known under the name of External Perception. 
Mod., It is necessary to consider the subject in its external 
relations. The external affairs of the society were managed 
by the secretary. 

b. spec. Having reference to dealings with 
foreign countries. 

1770 Burke Pres. Disconi. Wks. 2842 I. 139 The persons 
now in the external administration. 2891 Law Rep. Weekly 
Notes 138/2 The external debt of the Republic of Chili. 

B. sh. 

1 . sing. The outside ; the exterior. 

1792 Munchausen' s 7 'rav, xxii. 95 The external of the 
chariot. 2814 Southey Roderick x. 202 Deformity and 
hollowness beneath The rich external. 

2 . That which is external. In pi. a. Outward 
features or aspect ; bodily qualifications ; outward 
ceremonies or observances, b. Things lying out- 
side or distinct from a person or . object ; external 
or outward circumstances or conditions ; also, non- 
essentials. 

a. a 1635 Naunton Fragm. Reg. (Arb.) 15 A time In 
■which (as for externals) she was full blown, a 2662 Gauden 
Let. to Chas. II, 6 The externals of decent forms, a 1716 
South Semi. (2737) I. ii. 67 Adam was .. glorious in his 
externals/ he had a beautiful body. 1751 Jortin Serm. 
(1771) I. i. 15 The Externals of religion, ax 764 Lloyd The 
Puff Wks. (1774) I. 272 Externals have the gift of striking, 
And lure the fancy into liking. *853 Marsden Early Purit. 
24 An agreement tn externals ought to prevail amongst all 
the reformed. 2857 Buckle Hist. Civiliz. I. xiv. 793 He 
[Condillac] found it utterly impossible to escape from those 
tendencies towards the external which governed his own 
age. 1868 G. Duff Pol. Surzu 188 The system has all the 
externals and much of the reality of constitutional govern- 
ment. 

b. 1652 Gaule Magastrom. 80 Why should the planets 
have such influences upon externalls and accidentalls, that 
Had none upon the internails and essential!*? x 66 x Lovell 
Hist. A nim. <$■ Min. 431 Fractures, .are divisions of bones, 
caused by externals violently forced on them. *676 Hale 
Content pl.\. 280 Such a state of externals as might be suitable 
to the exigence and nature of my, condition in this life. 1734 
Pope Ess. Man iv. 66 God In Externals could not place 
Content. 1883 A tkenseum 20 Feb, 278/3 The concluding 
remarks on . . the snh 0 tdination of externals' to essentials. 

E^e’malism. [f. prec. + -ism ] 

1 . Excessive regard for what is external, to the 
neglect of what is essential, esff. in religion ; an 
instance of this. ‘ ' ' • ' 

*856 R, A. Vaughan Mystics (i86dY I. vt. ii. 258 The 
despotic extemalism of the time, 1875 Mrs. Charles in 


1 



463 


EXTINCT, 


EXTERNALIST. 

Sunday Mag. May 506 Pharisaic formalities and externalism*. 
*879 Farrar St. PaulVL. 265 Christianity might be frittered 
away mto a troublesome and censorious externalism. 

. 2. The worship of the external world. 

1874 Blackie Self-cult. 11 This is the very madness of 
externalism. 

Exte-raalist. [f. as prec. + -ist.] One who 
has undue regard for externals. 

2879 Farrar St. Paul (1883) 770 The Pharisaic conceit of 
the externalist. 

Externality (eksUraarliti). [f. as prec. + 
-ity.] The quality of being external. 

X a. The quality of displaying itself in external 
forms, b. The quality of being 4 all on the out- 
side ’ ; superficiality, hollowness, e. The condi- 
tion or fact of being outside another- object, or of 
being an outsider, d. The quality of operating 
or striving to operate from without. 

a. 1673 H. More A/p. A ntid. 23 Worship, in the natural 
externality thereof. 1836 Hare Guesses {1859) 72 [In FranceJ 
the externality of the classical spirit has worn away into 
mere superficiality, 

b. 1684 H. More Anstv . Remarks Exp. Apocal. 243 If 
that Externality or Superficiality were aimed at. 1856 
Emerson Eng. Traits vi. 1x5 There is a prose in certain 
Englishmen, .a knell in the. - externality of their voice. 

c *i *^7 Huxley Anat. Inv. Anim. viii. 473 In relation 
to the body of the animal^all ligaments are external, and 
their mternality or externality is in respect of the hinge line 
..along which the edges of the valves meet. x88i Echo 1 J uly 
1/6 Ihe pleasof ignorance or of externality, .cannot possibly 
be urged against one who has been the very foremost and 
most trusted champion of the system. 

a. 1857 M, Patti sox Ess. (x 880) II. 255 Its [the New 
Lutheran Orthodoxy’s] whole principle is that of the extern- 
ality of the Christian Institute. 

2. Metaph. The quality or fact of being external 
to a perceiving subject ; the fact of belonging to 
the external world, or having an existence in 
space. 

a 1790 Adam Smith Ess. Philos. Subjects (1795'' 198 Pres- 
sure or resistance necessarily supposes externality in the 
thing which presses or resists. 1846 Mill Logic 11. vii. § 3 
While looking at a solid object they cannot help having the 
conception, and . . the momentary belief of its externality. 
1871 Fraser Life Berkeley fib 62 The scientific world was 
preparing for that reconstruction of its conception of what 
sensible things and externality mean. 

8 . a. An external object ; an outward feature 
or characteristic, b. collect. Outward things in 
general ; an outward environment or observance. 

1839 J. Rogers Antipopopr. xviii. § 3. 346 A huge bulk of 
trifling ceremonial and idle externality, a 1853 Robertson 
Semi. Ser. iv. xxvi. (1876) 288 The externalities of it may 
seem to be joy and brightness, but in the deep beneath there 
is a stem aspect. 1867 J. H. Stirling in Fortn. Rev. Oct. 
385 So uneasy an externality, of which he is himself the 
powerless and apprehensive centre. 1871 Miss Mulock 
Fair France 13 All these are sensuous externalities. 1874 
Carpenter Ment. Phys. 1. i. § xo (1879) xx Force being that 
externality of which we have the most direct, .cognizance. 
4. Absorption in externals. 

1833 Lamb Elia Ser. n. Product Mod. Art, Deeply cor- 
po realized, and enchained hopelessly in the grovelling fetters 
of externality, must be the mind, to which [etc.], i860 

Emerson^ Cond.^ Life, Worship Wks. (Bohn) II. 397 What 
proof of infidelity like .. the externality of churches that 
qpce sucked the roots of right and wrong ? 

, BsdiermHmtiou (ekstounahiz /t-pn) . [f. next 
+ -ation.] The action or process of externalizing ; 
an instance of this ; also concr. an embodiment. 

# 1803 W. Taylor in Monthly Mag. XIV. 491 As atelescope 
is a copy or externalization of the process of vision; so 
written language maybe a copy or externalization of the 
process of thinking. 1855 Eraser's Mag. LI. 379 The ex- 
ternalisation of the will. 1877 Mallock Neat) Republic iv, 
il II. 127 Such a city, .would be the externalisation of the 
human spirit in the highest state of development. 

Externalize (ekstounabiz), v. Also 9 ex- 
ternalise. [f. External + -ize.] trans. To 
make external ; to embody in outward form ; to 
give or attribute external existence to; to treat 
as consisting in externals. 

1833 Morell tr. Tennemanris Hist. Philos. 29 His fancy 
externalizing the divinations of his reason. 1875 Symonds 
Renaiss. Italy I. L 30 This high political abstraction, latent 
in Christianity, .was externalised in the F rencli Revolution. 
1877 E. Cairo Philos. Kant n. x. 427 The universe is the 
process whereby spirit externalises itself. 1884 Chicago 
Advance 14 Feb., The more ancient mistake has been to 
externalize religion too much. 

Hence Externalized ppl. a. Exte'malizing 
s vbl. sb., the action of the vb. Externalize. 

1865 Masson Rec. Brit. Philos. 98 The externalizing of 
one’s own thoughts. 1876 Fairbairn in Contemf. Rev. J une 
135 Creation is the evolution of deity, man externalized God. 
x886 Gurney Phaittasms of Living I. x86 Divides the cases 
[of telepathy] into two great families— those (A) where the' 
impression is sensory or externalised, and those (Bj where it 
not sensory or externalised. 

Externally (ekstaunali), adv. [f. as prec. + 
«*LY ^.] In an external manner. 

1. On or with regard to the outside or outer sur- 
face ; outwardly ; by external application, 

1767 Gooch Treat. Wounds 1. 185 There is not yet any 
appearance of swelling externally. 1802 Paley Nat. Theol. 
xi. (ed. 2) 202 The cavities of the body are so configurated 
as externally to exhibit the most exact correspondency of 
the opposite sides. i8ia Foster in' Life $ Corr: < 1846 I. 
kxxviii. 432 Distinguished externally by wig And gown. 
1838 T. Thomson Chem. Org. Bodies 442 This butter is 


employed on the continent in medicine, and always extern- 
ally. 1875 Bryce Holy Rom. Emp. x. ted. 5* 157 The at- 
titude of the Roman Church to the imperial power .. was 
externally respectful. , , 

2 . In an outside position, outside ; with regard 
to what is outside ; by external agency ; so as to 
produce external effects. To operate externally : 
to produce effects outside of oneself. To marry 
externally : to marry out of the family or com- 
munity {rare). 

1594 Hooker Eccl. Pol. i. xi. (1611)33 Alt things, .receive 
externally some perfection from other things. 1649 Jer. 
Taylor Apol. Liturgy § 126. 81 Those holy incitements to 
vertue and good life, which God’s spirit ministers to us 
externally, or internally. 1718 Fiddes Theol. Spec. I. 1, 
11. vi. 98 If he had never proceeded to make anything or to 
operate externally. 1844 M. Henneli. Soc. Systems 51 When 
they marry externally.. the community portions them, in 
ready money. 

t Exteraalness. Obs. [f. as prec. + - ness.] 
The fact, condition, or quality of being external; 
outwardness or formality (of religious observances). 

1667 H. More Div. Dial. v, xi. {1713) 442 But Carnality 
and. Externalness, especially after the Reign of Constantine, 
quickly over-ran all. 1727 in Bailey vol. II. 1775 in Ash. 

II Extern&t (ekstfrna). [F. external , f. exteme 
day-scholar : see Extern so. 2 b.] A day-school. 

1853 C. Bronte Fillet te viii, The establishment was both 
a pensions t and an externat. 

Externate (e-kstom^t), v. rare. [f. Extern 
+ -ate 3.] trans . To embody in outward form.' 
1890 tr. Pfi eider ers Devel. Theol, 73 The idea externates 
itself. 

Hence Exteraa'tion, outward embodiment. 

1845 Cdl. Wiseman Fabiala 11855) 347 The externation 
of His Wisdom. 1862 F. Hall Hindu Can. of Drama- 
turgy (1865) 6 Pantomime, grounded on externation of the 
feelings. 1876 M. Davies U north. Loud. 250 The extern- 
ation of religion was especially necessary. 

t Exteraie, v. Obs. rare— 1 , [f. med.L. extern- 
are to make external, f. extem-ns outward: see 
prec.] trans. (in quot.) To alienate. 

C1420 Pallad. on Husb. X. Epil. 215 Yf synne in oure 
entente hem nolde exteme. 

Extemity (ekstoumti). Also 8 externeity. 
[f. as prec. + -ity,] The quality or state of being 
external or outward, outwardness ; also quasi- 
concr. the external part or characteristics. 

17x3 A. Collier Clavis Univ. i. xo The seeming extern- 
eity of a visible object, is no argument of its real externeity. 
1767 H. Brooke Fool of Qual. (1770) V. 216 The In- 
ternity of his ever-living light kindled up an Extemity of 
corporeal irradiation. 1836 Blackw. Mag. XXXIX. 359 
For what a man may do or suffer, .so far as his extemity is 
concerned, I care not. 

Externization (ekstsunoiz^-Jsn). [f. next-f- 
-ATION.] The action of externizing ; in quot. concr. 
the outward or objective manifestation, 

X84X-4 Emerson Ess., Poet Wks, (Bohn) I. 159 The Uni- 
verse is the extemization of the soul. 

Externize (ekstounaiz), v. [f. Extern + -ize.] 
trans. To embody in an outward shape or form ; 
- Externalize. 

1836 Emerson Nat., Prospects Wks. (Bohn) II. 170 The 
laws of his [man’s] mind. .externized themselves into day 
and night. 1875 Whitney Life Lang. xiv. 304 Qur inner 
consciousness is externized. 

t E'xterous, a. Obs. rare . [f. L. exter out- 

ward -f -ous.] Outward, outside ; far removed. 

1570 Levins Manip. 225 Exterouse, extents. 1647 H. 
More Song of Soul n. iii. in. bail, "When in her full. She 
seemeth least; which proves she’s : exterous Beyond the 
Sunne; and further off doth roll. 

Exterraneous (ekster^-nfts), a. [f. kte L. 
exterrane-us (f. ex- out + terra land) + -ocs.] Of 
or pertaining to a foreign country. 

# 1656-81 in Blount Clossogr. 1730-6 in Bailey .folio). 1832 
in Webster ; and in later Diets. 

Exterrestrial (ekstere-strial), a. [f. Ex- 
prefA + Terrestrial.] Originating or located 
outside the earth. Cf. extra-terrestrial : see 
Extra- pref 

1870 Proctor Other Worlds xii. 279 The light of this 
nebula, unlike any other ex-terrestrial light. 1871 — Light 
Sc. ( 1879V no Ex-terrestrial observers, such as these, may 
know much more. 

Exterritorial (eksterito»*rial), a. [f. Ex- 
prefA + Territorial ; after next.] Of or pertain- 
ing to exterritoriality. 

x88o in Ogilvie. 1892 Law Times XCIL 392/x To those 
who administer exterritorial laws, this book Will be Of 
. great use. 

Hence Exter rito*rially adv., beyond the limits 
of ‘ one’s’ own territory. ' 

1853 Fraser's Mag. XLVIII. 124 The moment she [France] 
proceeds exterritorially . . that moment she throws down the 
’ gauntlet of defiance to all Europe. 

. Exterritoriality (eksterito^rijsedafi). [ad. 

F. exferritorialiti (in Littre) : see prec. and -ity,] 

, The condition of being Considered Outside the ter- 
j ritory of the state in which (a person) resides, and 
therefore of not being amenable to its laws. . Also 
’ Extraterritortality. 

t The privilege of exterritoriality belongs by international 
| law to ambassadors and their families ; . stipulations accord- 
ing it tovariqus other classes of persons have been, granted 
by certain Asiatic powers in treaties with European nations. 


f 1756 Rutherforth Institutes II. n. Lx. § 20. 603 That as 
by one fiction of positive law an ambassador is considered 
as the representative of the nation which sends him, so by 
another like fiction of the same law he is considered as if he 
was out of the territory, though i.e is in it,] 1836 Wheaton 
Intemat. Lam I. 273 The fiction of exterritoriality has 
been invented, by which the minister though^ actually in a 
foreign country, is supposed still to remain within the 
territories of his own sovereign. 1859 Times 17 Mar. 5/2 
The system of exterritoriality which Christian nations have 
deemed it necessary for the interests and protection of their 
subjects to establish in China. 1878 W. B. Lawrence N. 
Amer. Ret). CKXV1I. 40 The United States courts have 
always been scrupulous in recognizing the exterritoriality of 
public ships. ( at/rib. 1887 H. Knollys Life in fapan 317 
That everlastingly sore point, the ex-territoriality question. 

Exterritorialize (e-'ksterito^riateiz), v. 
rare— 1 , [f. Exterritorial + -ize.] trans. To 
secure the privileges of exterritoriality for ; to 
withdraw (a person) from liability to the laws of 
the country in which he resides. 

1870 Pall Mall G. 5 Nov. 11 The Roman Catholic mis- 
sionaries, .in their ill-judged and indefensible attempts to 
exterritorialize their Chinese converts, 

t Exte*rse, V. Obs.-o [f L. exters - ppl. stem 
of extergere , f. ex- out + tsrgfre to wipe.] trans . 
To wipe off or out. Hence Exte*rsed///. a. 

1727 in Bailey vol. II. 

t Exte*rsion. Obs.-o ^[as if ad. L. *exfer- 
sion-em , n. of action f. extergere : see prec.] The 
action of rubbing or wiping off or out. 

1656-81 in Blount Clossogr . 172* in Bailey. 

t Exte*rsive, a- Obs. rare. [f. L. type *exters - 
ivus : see Exterse and -ive.] Having the property 
of wiping off or out ; cleansing. 

1657 Tomlinson R emu's Disp. 700 We have, .concinnated 
this, .extersive Medicament. x66x Lovell .Hist. A nim. <y 
Min. 73 The ashes, .are extersive and digesting. 

t Exte*rsory, a. Obs.-° [f, as prec. + -ORY.] 

-c prec. 1727-36 in Bailey ; whence 1775 in Ash. 

Extesticulate (ekstesti-kiz/kt), a. rare- 0 . 
[f. Ex- pref A + L. testicul-us testicle + -ate-.] 

4 Castrated 5 (Syd. Soc. Lex. 18S4). 

Extill, -ation, -atious, var. ff. of Exstill, etc. 

t E'xtimate, a. Obs. rare. [f. L. exiim-us , 
super!, of exter outside : on the analogy of ulti- 
mate^ Outmost, uttermost, 

1659 H. More Inmwrt. Soul (1662) 178 Personal figura- 
tion in the estimate parts . . that represent the Body, Face, 
and Vestments, etc. _ 1672 Brief Reply 119 The supreme or 
extimate Heaven is in no place. 

Extime, obs. form of Esteem. 

Extimulate, -ation, -atory, obs. ff. Exstimu- 
late, etc. 

Extinct (ekstrqkt), pa. pple. and a. Also 

5 extinct©, [ad. L. e x{s)tinct-us, pa. pple. of ex- 
( Sjtinguere : see Extinguish, As used by Caxton 
and writers of the 16th c. it may be regarded as 
pa. pple. of Extinct zl] 

A. pple. Extinguished (see senses of Extinct, 
Extinguish, vbs.). Now rare. 

H3*-So tr. IHgden (Rolls) I. 2x9 That fyre was extincte. 
Ibid. I. 347 This duke Turgesius was perischede and ex- 
tincte. 1483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 176/4 The more they lyght 
them [canaellys] the more were they extyncte. 1548-9 
(Mar.) Bki Com. Prayer , Offices 8 Graunt that al sinne 
and vice here male be so extinct. 1598 Rowlands Betraying 
of Christ 30 They blind bis sight, whose soules more blind 
Had quite extinct the light of grace. x6x2 Brerewood 
Lang, if Retig. iv. 33 The Spanish and Pannonian tongues 
not extinct by the Romans. 1631: R. Byfield Doctr. Sabb. 
99 It tooke fire .. but was quickly extinct. 1734 Law 
Enquiry Space 26 Take away the Things and their re- 
spective Order and Distance . . may cease and be extinct. 
1887 Pall Mall G. 30 Dec. 13/2 As I uttered the last word 
of my manuscript, the lights were suddenly extinct. 

B. adj. (In early use with distinctly ppl. sense; 
in mod, use it usually denotes a state without re- 
ference to the action from which this results.) 

1. Of a fire, flame, light : Extinguished, quenched, 
put out ; no longer burning* Of a volcano : That 
has ceased eruption. 

_ X432-50 tr. Higdon* (Rolls) 1. 119 A' lawnteme . . extincte 
is drownede in to bit. 1526 Pilgr. Perf. (W. de W. 1531) 
197 b, The lampe of grace in thy soule wyll soone be extinct. 
X052 Gaule Magasirom. 355 Neither the husband nor any of 
the family could be awaked till tliat torch was extinct. 
1784 Cowper Task xi. 684 A spark or two not yet extinct. 
1834 Medwin Angler in Wales I. 249 There are some who 
. . when we [cigars] are not half extinct throw us contemptu- 
ously away. 1843 Fenny Cycl.XXVL 427/2 Active or extinct 
volcanoes. 1878 Huxley Physiogr. 193 A group of small 
extinct volcanoes. 

T b. Quicksilver extinct [~Fr. mercure eteint ] : 
mercury triturated with fats or chalk, and therefore 
no longer lustrous . Obs. 

x6io Markham Masterp . 11. exxx. 432 Quicke-siluer ex- 
tinct, and verdigrease, of each an ounce. 1 

2. Of things comparable to a fire or light (e.g, 
life, hope, passion, disease, etc.) : Quenched; that 
has ceased to burn or shine. 

X494 Fabyan Chron. v. cxviii. 94 The fey the - - was well 
nere extyncte thoroughe all the lande. *591 T.rottb, Raigne 
K. John (1611) 67 Young Arthurs eies are blinded and ex- 
tinct. 1777 Priestley Matt, Spir. (1782) I. v, 56 Every 
faculty of the mind . . is liable , . to become wholly extinct 
before death. 2826 Disraeli Fiv. Grey v. xii, Conversation 
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seemed nearly extinct. 1828 Scott F. M. Perth xxiv, He 
was cut down . . before life was extinct. 1857 Buckle Civiliz. 
I. vi. 294 The last hope of the Mohammedans was extinct, 

f 3. Of a person: Cutoff; dead; blotted out of 
existence. Also, passed away, vanished. 06 s. 

1483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 5/2 All were . . deed and extynct, 
2530 Heywood Four P. P. in Hazl. Dodsley I. 375 He may 
at liberty Pass safe. .Till that he be from us extinct. 1611 
BrsLE Job xvii. 1 My dayes are extinct. 2654 H. L’Estrange 
Chas. / (16551 4 The usual I ceremony ordained to the bodies 
of extinct princes. 1663 G. Havers P. d-lla Valle's Trav . 
E, India. 93 N agar., lost together with his life, a great part 
of his Dominions, and became in a manner extinct. 1675 tr, 
M achieve Ill’s Prince xL (Rtldg. 1883) 75 The Pope being 
dead and Valentine extinct. 

4. That has died out or come to an end. a. Of 
a family, a class of persons, a race or species of 
animals or plants : Having no living representa- 
tive; ‘without progressive succession * (JO. 

1683 Brit. Spec. 156 The Line of Henry VIII**. .being 
extinct. 1719 De Foe Crusoe 1. 531 My Father was dead, 
and my Mother, and all the Family extinct. 1748 Jenyns 
Imit, Hor. Epist . 11. i. 48 Let's try and fix some sera, if 
we can, When good ones [ministers] were extinct, and bad 
began. 2868 Freeman Norm . Cong. (1876V II. ix. 434 The 
royal house, .was not yet extinct. 2874 Helps Soc. Press. 

iii. 35 The great book collectors (except in America) seem to 
be an extin ct race. 

b. Of an institution, dignity, office, etc. : Ob- 
solete. Of a title of nobility: Having no qualified 
claimant. 

1581 J. Bell H addon’s Anew. Osor, 51 Y® Supper of the 
Lord . . you have so defiled . . that the true use therof is al- 
most utterly extinct. 1631 Hobbes Leznath. n.xxix. 174 
The Assembly it selfe is extinct. 1818 Cruise Digest (yd. 2) 
III. 244 The dignities limited to the heirs male of Sir Ro- 
bert Sydney became, extinct. 2836 J. Gilbert Chr. A tonent. 

iv. (1852) 103 They imagine the office of moral rule in an- 
other state to become extinct. 1841 W. Spalding Italy <$■ 
It. Isl. III. i8t The three extinct republics, Florence, Pisa, 
and Siena. 1848 Macaulay Hist. Eng. I, 537 His mar- 
quisate became extinct. 

c. Law in phr. possibility of issue extinct. 

1574 tr. Littleton's Tenures 7 b, He. .is tenaunt in the 
tayle after possibility of issue extinct. 1818 Cruise Digest 
(ed. 2) I. 254 A person may be tenant in tail, after possi- 
bility of issue extinct. 

d. Of a law, legal power or right, etc. 

1628 Coke On Litt. 147 All the Rent charge is extinct. 
1726 Ayliffe Parerg. 156 A Censure inflicted d Jure con- 
tinues, tho' such Law be extinct. 1818 Cruise Digest (ed. 2) 
VI. 457 Such a power, though extinct at law, would cer- 
tainly be enforced in equity. 

tExtrnct, sb. Obs. [?ad. L. ex{s)tinct-us 
(w-stem), f. ex(s\tinguere (see Extinguish); or f. 
Extinct v.] - Extinction. 

1606 Ford Honor TrL iii. To Earl Pembroke , To the vtter- 
most extinct of life. 2611 Speed Hist. Gt. Brit. vii. xliv. 364 
The extinct of the English Nations renowne. Ibid. ix. xvii. 
(2632) 877 The vtter extinct of the House of Yorke. 

t Exfei'nct, v. Obs. Forms: 5-6 extynct(e, 
(5 estyncte), 6 extincte, (extinkt), 6- extinct. 
Pa. t. 5-6 extyncte, [f. L. ex (s) tine t- ppl. stem 
of ex{s)tinguere to Extinguish.] 

1 . traits. = Extinguish v. 1. 

1483 Caxton Gold. Leg.' 250/1 The blessid laurence had 
fyue brennynges withoute forthe whiche he al ouercam 
manly and extyncte them. 2313 Bradshaw St. Werburge 
n. 166 The feruent great fire extincted was in-dede. 1363-87 
Foxe A. Sr M. (1596) 66/2 Eugenia was . .put into hot baths, 
which were extincted, and she presented. 

2 . = Extinguish v. 2. 


154a Boorde Dyetary 280 Purslane dothe extynct the 
ardor of Iassyuyousnes. 2356 J. Heywood Spider § F. vii. 
39 It is more hard, loue to our selues to extinkt, a 1568 
Coverdale Hope Faith/. Pref. (1574) Aiij h, Not to stirre 
vp Gods grace m vs. .were to , .extincte the spirite. 

3 . — Extinguish v. 4. 

1483 Caxton G. de la Tour A vij b, The grete good dedes 
and abstynence that I dyde quenchyd and estyncted al my 
synnes. . 1538 Leland iiin. IV. 16 The name of the Barony 
of Say is extinctid. 2547 * n Cardwell Documentary Ann. 
(183(5) I. 42 They have . , utterly extincted and destroyed . . 
all images, 2398 F. Meres in Arb. Garner II, 105 One 
strain of music extincte the pleasure of another. 1603 H. 
Crosse Verities Commzv. (1878) 35 Two contraries, cannot 
ioyntly hold possession, but one will vtterly extinct the other. 

b. To put an end to, make void (a law, legal 
right, status, ordinance). Also, to cancel (a licence, 
the claim of a creditor). Cf. Extinguish 3 b. 

1327 m Flddes JVolseyn. 142 The jurisdiction of the Pre- 
rogative should be cxtinctyd. 2S31 Dial, on Laws Eng. it. 
xiv. (1638) 84 He.. would extinct former rights by such a 
fine with proclamation. 1541 Barnes Whs. (1573) 311/2 
Gods blessed ordinaunce were rather to bee extincted and 
abhorred. 13. . R. Morice in Strype Bed. Mem , III. xxviii. 
236 Divers report that Mr. Latimers licence was extincted. 
2388 J. Mellis Brief e Instr. Gij, Yee shall extinct the Cre- 
ditors of the olde book by the contrary of his opposite, a 2626 
Bacon Max. 4 Uses Com. Law ix. (1635) 39 If I had pur- 
chased the land myselfe, then I had extincted mine owne 
condition. 

e. To abolish, suppress (a state of things, cus- 
tom, institution). 

1332-3 Act 23 Hen. VIII , c. 20 To extinct and make 
frustrate the paymentys of the said Annates or first fruytes, 
1340 Act 32 Hen. VIII , c. 22 § 3 Many chanteries. .ben 
sins y* time vtterly dissoiued and extincted. c 2553 Harps- 
field Divorce Hen. VIII (1878) 283 Julius Caesar. . extincted 
the ancient liberty, .of the people of Rome. 

d. ~ Extinguish v. 3 e. 

*545 Joye Exp. Dan. Argt. A vj, Nether the regale famy- 



lye nor thee stok of Jttda to be extyncted. 2553 Brfnde 
Q. Curtius vin. 36 Theyr latter kynses. . whose lynage the 
power of the Romans longe after dyd extinct, 

e. = Extinguish v. 3 f. 

2548 Hall Chron. 38a, Scater kyng of Scottes ..was by 
Dunwallo. .slayn and extincted. 2587 Mirr. Mag., Alba- 
nact 1 , The Britains. . Were ready still to fighte at euery call. 
Till time they had extynct, the monsters all. 

Hence Exti-ncted ppl. a. Extrncting vbl. sb. 

2313 Hen. VIII Let. in Strype Eccl. Mein. I. App. L 3 Wee 
. .have, forthe extincting of the detestable Schisme. .entred 
actual war. 1604 Shaks. Oth. 11. i. 81 He may. .Giue renew’d 
fire to our extincted Spirits. 2632 W eever A nc. Fun. Mon. 
113 For the. .vtter extincting of. .power and authoritie. 

(I Extinoteur (gkstjent6r,ekstiqktoJ). [F.,ad.L. 
exysMinctor, agent-n. f. exs)tinguere : see Extin- 
guish.] An apparatus for extinguishing fire, 
patented 1862. 

[2863 /ml. Soc. Arts 27 Oct. 749 A curious apparatus 
called I Extincteur was tested a short time since .. in Paris.] 
2878 Lady Brassey Voy. Sunbeam xxi, The extincteur was 
used freely. *885 f. J. Manley Brit. Almanac Comp. 24 
Extincteurs. .and domestic fire-escapes. 

Extinction (ekstrrjkjbn). Also 5 extinccion. 
[ad. L. ex(s s tinction-em f n. of action f. ex(s)tin - 
guere : see Extinguish. Cf. F. extinction. | The 
action of extinguishing ; the fact or state of being 
extinguished. 

1 . The quenching, putting out (of fire, light, any- 
thing burning or shining ; fig. hopes, passions, 
life, etc.) ; the fact of being quenched ; the pro- 
cess of becoming, or the condition of being, extinct. 

In Optics occas. used for the stoppage of light by absorp- 
tion, interference, etc. 

1494 Fabyan Chron. v it. 589 He ordeyned at Westminster 
to brenne perpetuelly w'out extinccion .ini. tapers of waxe. 
1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. 11. iii. 68 Rea hot needles 
or wires extinguished in quicksilver, do yet acquire a ver- 
ticity according to the Laws of position in extinction. 2669 
Boyle Contn. New Exp. 1 . Notes (2682) 191 Several Igni- 
tions and Extinctions. 2672 G. Harvey Morb. Angl. 

v. 24 The parts are consumed through extinction of 
their native heat. 1794 G. Adams Nat. $ Exp, Philos . II. 
xxi. 406 Reflexion, refraction, and extinction, are affections 
of light by transparent bodies. 1838 Prescott Ferd. <$• Is. 
(1846) I. iii. 186 The sudden extinction of those hopes which 
she had so long, .cherished. 2843 Penny Cycl . XXVI. 424/1 
The birth, .and extinction of volcanoes are phenomena seen 
in separate parts of the earth’s surface, i860 Tyndall Glac. 
i. xxvii. 204 The alternate appearance and extinction of the 
light. . 2866 Carlyle Rem in. (1881) II. 275 A bright lamp 
flickering out into extinction. 

b. The slaking (of lime) ; + * the quenching of 
red-hot minerals in some liquor, to abate their 
sharpness, or to impart their virtue to the liquor* 
(Phillips 1706); \ concr . a tincture made by this 
process. Extinction of mercury : (see quot. 1842). 

2646 Sir T. Browne Pseud . Ep. 11. v. § 3. 85 Gold inwardly 
taken, .either in substance, infusion, decoction or extinction. 
Ibid. 11. v. § 3. 86 [Alloyed gold] is actually dequantitated 
by fire, and possibly by frequent extinction. . Ibid. iii. xx.il 
165 For speedier operation we make extinctions, infusions, 
and the like. 1842 Dunguson Med. Lex./ed. 3), Extinc- 
tion of mercury, trituration of mercury with lard or other 
substance, until the mercury disappears. 2848 Craig, Ex- 
tinction of lime. 

2 . Suppression, abolition (of an institution, etc.) ; 
the complete wiping out (of a debt). 

1651 Hobbes Leviatk. ir, xxix. 168 The Extinction of their 
Democracy. \ 2748 Anson Voy. n. xiv. 282 The extinction 
of their religion, and the slaughter of their ancestors. 2732 
Johnson Rambler No. 145 p 1 The public would suffer., 
inconvenience . . from the extinction of any common trade. 
2839 Thirlwall Greece VIII. 469 After the extinction of the 
national independence. 2845 M c Culloch Taxation (1852) 
462 The plan for the gradual extinction of the national debt. 

3 . The action of blotting (a living being, a soul) 
out of existence ; destruction, annihilation. 

2613 Crooke Body of Man 333 We therefore define 
an abortment to be Either the issuing of an imperfect 
Infant or his extinction and death in. the wombe. 2646 
Bp. Hall Balm Gil. 188 The utter extinction of those we 
loved. 1676 Glanvill Ess. v. 29 Doctrines, such as. .utter 
extinction, and annihilation of the Wicked after the Day of 
Judgment. 2796 Morse A mer. Geog. l. 135 Which destruc- 
tion they call the second death, and describe it as a perfect 
extinction. 2878 Browning La Saisiaz 32, I . . declare the 
soul’s eclipse Not the soul’s extinction. 

f b. Effacement, utter disgrace or ruin (of a per- 
son). ...Obs, 

154 2 Udall in Lett. Lit. Men (Camden) 5 To recover a 
man from present extinction. 

4 . Of a race, family, species, etc.: The fact or 
process of becoming extinct ; a coming to an end 
or dying out ; the condition of being extinct. 

1602 Fulbecke 2 nd Pt. Parall. 63 If a man deuise to his 
daughter his lands. . vntill she marie . . it onely signifieth an 
extinction of the legacie when the mariage is accomplished. 
2659 C. Noble Mod. Answ. to Immod. Q. 15 By . . extinc- 
tinction of the male blood it received an alteration, a 2729 
J. Rogers 29 Serm. (1735) 135 The Extinction of Nations, 
and the Desolation of Kingdoms. 2818 Cruise Digest (ed. 2) 
VI. 569 Any.number of lives, the extinction of which could 
be proved without difficulty. 2873 Bryce Holy Rant. Entp . 
xix, (ed. 5) 354 The extinction of the male line of Hapsburg 
in the person of Charles the Sixth. 2880 A. R. Wallace Isl. 
Life 6 1 The most effective agent in the extinction of species 
is the pressure of other species. 

Extinctive (ekstrgktiv), a. ff. L. type *&r- 
stiiutw-us, f. ex{s)tinguere (see Extinguish). Cf. 


Fr. exstinctifi] Tending, or having the power, to 
extinguish ; causing annihilation. Const, of. 

2600 Swinburne Spousals (1686) 238 This Condition is., 
resolutive or extinctive that is to say . . threatening a death 
or destruction to that which is born. 1837 Carlyle Fr. 
Rev. iv. i, O ye hapless Two, mutually extinctive, the 
Beautiful and the Squalid, sleep ye well. 2871 Con temp. 
Rev. XVI. 543 The third class of extinctive agencies., 
seems.. to threaten many of the Malayan and Polynesian 
races. 2883 Athenmtm 10 Mar. 1/1 The Extinctive Effect 
of Free Water on the Rolling of Ships. 

Hence t Extimctively adv., so as to be ex- 
tinguished. 

2633 T. Adams Exp. 2 Peter iii, 4 If they [i. e. souls] die 
not extincti vely, what becomes of them? 

Extrnctness. ? Obs.—° [f. Extinct a . + 
-ness.] The quality of being extinct 

1727-36 in Bailey ; whence 2773 in Ash. 

t Extrnctnre. Obs. rare— 1 , [f. Extinct v. 

+ -ure.] ^Extinction. 

2397 Shaks. Lover's Cotnpl. 294 Cold modesty, hot wrath, 
Both fire from hence and chill extincture hath. 

Estine (e-kstin, -tain). Lot. [f. L. ex U (in 
extimus most outward, f. ex-) + -ine l.] The outer 
membrane of the pollen grain. Also Exine. 

2833 Lindley Introd. Bot. (1848) I. 358 The shell of the 
pollen-grain, .has been ascertained to consist . . of two or 
even tnree membranes, of which the outer 1 extine) is thicker 
than the inner (intinei. 18S2 Vines Sachs\ Bot, 505 The 
contents [of pollen grains] enclosed by an extine and intine, 
divide into two cells. 

t Extrngllible, a. Obs. rare— l . [ad. late 
L. extinguibilis (Lactantins), f. ex(s)tinguere : see 
Extinguish.] = Extinguishable. 

2603 Timme Quersit. 1. xii. 50 The most pure and extin- 
guible substance of sulphur. 

Extinguish, (ekstrqgwif), v. [ad. L. ex(s)tin - 
ga-ere (f. ex- intensive + stinguere to quench) : 
see -ish.] 

1 . trans. To put out, quench (fire, light, anything 
burning or shining), t In early medical use : To 
reduce (an inflammation). 

2551 Bale Eng. Votaries n. 89 b, Ethelredus . . by it [cold 
water] . . extynguyshed . . the flames of all . . vices. 2563 T. 
Gale Antidot. n. 16 It [vnguent] doeth extinguishe s . all, 
inflammations of the lyuer. 2396 Drayton Legends ii. 545 
A little sparke extinguish'd to the Eye. 2636 Bramhall 
Replic. ii. 110 The light is under a Bushel 1 , but it is not ex- 
tinguished. 2692 Dryden Lady of May 10 The soft god of 
pleasure.. Has broken his bow, and extinguish’d his fires. 

2710 J. Clarke Rokault's Nat. Phil. (27291 II. 165 Cold 
extinguishes. . Heat. 2732 Berkeley A Iciphr. 1. § 3 They 
would extinguish the very light of nature. 2825 J. N icholson 
Operat. Mechanic 271 The water is .. thrown in a jet through 
a hose-pipe with great force, to extinguish fire. 2869 Tyn- 
dall Light ii. (1873) 65 Natural bodies .. extinguish certain 
constituents of the white solar light. 

2 . trahsf. and fig. a. To quench (hopes, pas- 
sions, strife, life, mental faculties, etc,) ; to silence 
(sound). 

2543 Raynold Byrth Manhynde iv. iii. (1564) 121 b, Suche 
as haue . . wateryshe Matrixes can not conceyue, for the 
power of the seede is extinguished in it. 1362 T. Norton 
Calvin’s Inst, 1. 21 b, Paule . . exhorteth the Thessalonians 
not to extinguish the spirite. 2626 Bacon Sylva § 212 It 
deadeth and extinguisheth the Sound utterly, a 2627 Hay- 
ward Edw. VI 89 To extinguish the loue of the people to 
the young King. 2631 Baxter Inf. Bapt. 143 God will not 
suffer it [truth] to be extinguished. 1667 Milton P. L. iv. 
666 Least total darkness should . . extinguish life In Nature. 

2711 Addison Sped. No. 126 T 3 We should soon see that 
furious Party-Spirit extinguished. 2732 Law Serious C. x. 
(ed. 2) 143 Extinguishing his reason, instead of putting out 
his eyes. 2780 Harris Philol. Eng. ( 1842) 512 War between 
great men seldom extinguishes humanity. ^ 1848 Macaulay 
Hist. Eng. I. 603 Neither his years nor his profession had 
wholly extinguished his martial ardour. 

b. To ‘quench’ or totally obscure by superior 
brilliancy ; to ‘ eclipse \ put completely into the 
shade. 

2332 Gardiner Exflic. Cath . Faith 142 In the Sacrament 
the visible element is not extinguished by the presence of 
Chrlstes most precious body. 2591 Shaks. i Hen. VI, v. Iii, 
192 Naturall Graces that extinguish Art. 2863 Mrs. Oli- 
phant Salem Ch. i. ir The men . . were quite transcended 
and extinguished by their wives and daughters. 

c. In mod. use: To reduce (an adversary) to 
silence. Chiefly colloq. 

2878 Gladstone Prim. Homer 130 The stinging and com- 
pressed oration of Odusseus in Scherie. .utterly extinguishes 
his adversary. 

3 . To put a total end to, do away with com- 
pletely, blot out of existence. 

2553 Eden Decades 249 By theyr inuasions were extin- 
guished all artes and sciences. 2594 Hooker Eccl. Pol, 1. 
viii. (1612) 22 It extinguisheth all heinous crimes. 1615 G. 
S andys Trav. 1. 44 This late migh tie Empire (of the Turks] 
extinguisht in iEgypt by the Mamalucks. 1669-70 Mar- 
vell Corr. cxxxvi. Wks. 1872-5 II. 302 That all memo y 
thereof might be extinguisht, 2722 Addison Sped. No. 
169 r 2 Half the Misery of human Life might be extinguish- 
ed. 2783 Burke Sp. Fox’s E. India Bill Wks. 1842 I. 285 
The authority of the regular and lawful government is 
every where. . extinguished.. 2868 J. H. Blunt Ref. Ch. 
Eng. I. 70 But the confiscation of Wolsey's possessions ex- 
tinguished the grandeur of these plans. 

b. To render void (a bill, claim, right, etc.). In 1 
Law sometimes spec, (see Extinguishment 3 b). 

2548 Ld. Somerset Epist. Scots 242 That cannot extynguish 
the title which we haue to the Croune of Scotlande. <22626 
Bacon Max , $ Uses Com. Law iii. 13 The warren is not by 



465 


EXTIRPATE. 


EXTIIT G-UISHABIiE. 

Implication reserued vnto mee either to bee tnioyed or ex- 
tinguished, 1651 W. G. tr. Ctnvel’s Inst. 207 The action 
for the residue is utterly extinguished. 1784 Cowpex Task 
vi. 583 Man’s. . rights and claims Are paramount, and must 
extinguish theirs [creeping vermin’s]. 2866 Crump Banking 
v. 132 Cancellation . . is considered to extinguish the instru- 
ment. 1891 Law Rep . Weekly Notes 136/2 The right of 
way . . was extinguished by the mortgage. 

C. To discharge, obtain total acquittance of, 
4 wipe out ’ by full payment or composition. 

. 1630 R. Johnson's Kingd. 4 Commw. 357 All which so 
inestimable summes. . they havere-imbuxsed or extinguished. 
S777 Watson Philip II (1793) II. X iv. 187 They will ere long 
extinguish the debt which they owe you, in your blood. 
1836 Thirlwall Greece II. xi. 35 The debt itself. . was., 
held to be extinguished. 1845 M Colloch Taxation m. i. 
(1852) 429 The only instance of a national debt having been 
extinguished. 

d. To suppress (+ books, f customs, offices or 
corporate institutions). 

iS9° Sir J. Smyth Disc . Weapons Sig. *ij b. Procuring also 
.. to suppresse and extinguish the exercise and serviceable 
of Long-bowes. 1590 — in Lett. Lit. Men (Camden) 
56 A booke conteyninge so disordered matter, that yt should 
be extinguished. 2622 Bible Transl. PreJ. 2 One that ex- 
tinguished worthy whole volumes, to bring his abridgements 
into request. 1656 Bramhall Replic. ii. 109 The Baronies 
of the Bishops, and their votes in Parliament were taken 
away, but the Order was not extinguished. 1722 Loud. 
Gas. No. 6092/1 It is our Pleasure that the said Sort [of 
boat] he extinguished, and no longer used. 1839 Yeowell 
Anc. Brit. Ch. xi, (1847)1 17 Though the bishopric., merged 
into the archbishopric. . it was not extinguished. x868 J. H. 
Blunt Ref. Ch. Eng. I, ii. 68 It had long been foreseen 
that, .a large number of them [monasteries] must be extin- 
guished. 

e. To annihilate, bring to an end, cut off (a 
family, race, etc.). 

*593 . R* Harvey Philad . 100 The nation of the Hunnes 
was almost vtterly extinguished in Greece, by the Emperor. 
1641 Baker Ckron. (1660) 19 The Danish Line clean ex- 
tinguished, Edward the Confessour.. was.. admitted King 
of England. 1659 B. Harris Parivats Iron Age 36 The 
Koval race of the Valois being extinguished by the death 
of Henry the third. _ 1837 Sir F. Palgrave Merck. 4 Friar 
(1844) ‘ Extinguishing’ the Red man by the progress of 

civilisation, 

+ f. To make away with, kill (an individual). 

1598 Grenewey Tacitus' Ann. xn. iii. (1622) 158 His 
[Gotarses’] brothers are extinguished by murder. 1630 A’, 
Johnson's Kingd. <$• Commw . 558 They extinguish the great 
ones, especially those of royall bloud. 1670 Milton Hist. 
Eng. Wks. 1738 II. 108 He had first relinquish’d, then ex- 
tinguish’d Edmund. 

+ 4. intr. for refl. in various senses : To die out. 

(Quot.1837 is not strictly an example of this use, but 
of the idiomatic occas. use of a trans. vb. in passive sense.) 

*599 A. M. tr. Gabelhoiter' s Bk. Physicke 52 T Inscende 
the same, and let it combure, till of it selfe it extinguishe. 
c 1645 Howell Lett. 11. lxxiii, They , . both extinguish like 
a snuff. 1650 Milton Tenure Kings 53 These . . through all 
stormes and persecutions kept Religion from extinguishing. 
1670 G. H. Hist. Cardinals 11. 11. 159 His Family being like 
to extinguish for want of Heirs. 2723 Pres. State R ussia I. 
22oIfa Fire, .finds Iron and Stonein its Way, it extinguishes 
of itself. 1742 Hume Ess., Stoic (1779) I. 161 His alacrity 
suddenly extinguishes, a 1797 H. Walpole Mem. Geo. II, 

I. 37s He paints that phantom of Royalty the present King 
extinguishing at Metz. [1837 Carlyle Fr. Rev. 1. vi. iii, 
This conflagration of the South-East will abate . . extinguish 
it will not, till the fuel be all done.] 

Hence Extinguished///. a. Exti’nguisliedly 
adv. EactrnguisMng vbl. sb. and ppl. a. 

2552 Huloet, Extinguished, extinctus. 1616 Chapman 
Musxus 471 She . . round about the sea’s broad shoulders 
throws Her eye, to second the extinguish’d light. ax6 41 
Bp. Mountagu Acts 4 Mon. (16421 60 Adam lost the mea- 
sure, and manner, not utterly and extinguishedly, the thing 
[i. e. virtue]. 1677 Hale Prim. Orig. Man in. vii. 283 
Some vast devastation . . may endanger, .the extinguishing 
of the species of things. 1784 Cowper Task 1. 442 His eye 
relumines its extinguished fires. 1837 in O’Connor Ld. 
BeaconsJield (1879) 174 The laughter, shouts, etc., which ac- 
companied the honourable and extinguished Member’s first 
attempt in Parliamentary oratory, a 1863 Thackeray Mr. 
4 Mrs. Berry ii, A strong smell of an extinguished lamp. 

Extingtiisliable (eksti-qgwijab’l), a. Also 
6 extinguyssible. [f. prec. + -able.] Able to 
be extinguished (in senses of the vb.). 

1509 Hawes Past. Pleas, vi. iii, Who that walketh the waye 
of derkenes. .shall have payne nothyng extinguyssible^ 1667 
in Phil. Trans. II. 609 The light of the former is readily ex- 
tinguishable by Compression. 1730-6 in Bailey (folio). 1832 
Lewis Use % Ab. Pol. Terms hi. 31 Not extinguishable by 
any law. 1886 Law Times LXXX. 213/2 Insect life is not 
extinguishable by scrubbing. 

Extinguisher (eksthjgwijbi). [f. as prec, + 

•EE !.] 

1. One who or that which extinguishes. 

1560 Whitehorne Arte Warre (1588) 18 b, Heads [Cap- 
tains], extinguishers of discention. 1601 Weever Mirr. 
Mart. A vij. This heat extinguisher. 1630 J. Taylor 
(W ater P.) Wks. 11. 257/1 The Glorious Great Extinguisher 
Of Night. 1654 Whitlock Zoototnia 303 Quarrells and Dis- 
tempers . . prove Extinguishers. 1814 Sir R. Wilson Diary 

II. 341 The fat is blazing in the fire, and no extinguisher can 
be found. 1817 Byron Let. to Murray 4 June, The name 
of their extinguisher was Gifford. 1887 Daily News 7 Mar. 
y/x The Lewis Hand Fire Extinguisher. 

2. spec. A hollow conical cap for extinguishing 
the light of a candle or lamp ; also a similar object 
of large size formerly affixed to the railings of a 
house to enable the 'link-boys to extinguish their 
links. 


2641 W, Cartwright Ordinary 1. v, In putting of ’m 
[candles] out . . by The extinguisher. 1685 Land. Gas. No. 
2068/4 One Closet Candlestick, with Snuffers and Extin- 

f uisher. 1739-40 Mrs, Delany Life Carr. {1861^11. 88 
'ut out their flambeaux with great silver extinguishers. 
1840 Dickens Barn. Rudge xvi, Extinguishers are yet sus- 
pended before the doors of a few houses of the better sort. 
1857 W. Collins Dead Secret 1. i, She held the candlestick, 
so that the extinguisher lying loose in it rattled, 
b. trans / and fig. 

2697 Collier Ess. Mor . Sttbi. n. (1709) 30 Cover it [the 
vital Flame] with an Extinguisher of Honour. 1774 Westm. 
Mag. II. 96 Put not one grand extinguisher on Plays ; But 
uith kina snuffers gently mend their blaze. 2884 Hall 
Mall G. x May 4/x * Eigg Island,’ with its singular Scuir 
or peak hidden under a thick extinguisher of cloud. 

3. attrib. and Comb. 

1859 Dickens T. Two Cities 11. ix, Extinguisher-topped 
towers. 288s A. G. C. Liddell in Macm. Mag. XLIV. 
473/2 Sharp extinguisher-like spires . . shot into the sky. 

Dally News 3 o Apr. 4/8 The immeasurable height of the 
extinguisher hats of women when Richard II. was King. 
Hence Bsti’ngnisliersliip. nonce-wd . 

1825 New Monthly Mag. XIII, 293 God give his imperial 
extinguishership * a good deliverance.* 

Extingnishment (ekstrqgwifment). [f. Ex- 
tinguish v. + -MKNT.] The action of extinguishing; 
the fact of being extinguished ; = Extinction. 

1. The quenching (of fire, light, anything burning 
or shining!. Cf. Extinguish v. i. 

2500 Hawes Past. Pleas . xlhl iv, Evermore, without extin- 
guysnment, In burnyng tongues he shall be permanent. 2665 
Sir T. Roe's Voy. E. India 443 Lamps . . which have burned 
without extinguishment from many foregoing generations. 
2724 T. Richers hist. R. Geneal. Spain 326 To endeavour 
the Extinguishment of those Flames. 2870 Daily News 29 
Aug. 6 The men skilled in extinguishment far away, 
t b. A means of extinguishing. Obs . 

2667 Waterhouse Fire Land. 58 Application of remora’s 
and extinguishments, to both wind and fire. 

2. transf. & nd fig. Cf. Extinguish v. 2. 

1503 Hawes Examp. Virt. xiii. 275 Theyr payne haue 
none extinguysshement. 1546 in Vicary's A nat. (1888) App. 
viii. 218 The. .vtter extingguysshement of the seyd grugge 
and dyspleasure. 2607 Topsell Serpents (1653) 636 When 
once the wound beginneth to he purple, green, or black, it is 
a sign . . of the extinguishment of the venorm a 2639 W. 
Whatelev Prototypes 11. xxvi. (1640) 70 An extinguishment 
of love. 1850 L. Hunt Autobiog. x. (2860) 179 The final 
extinguishment of the king’s reason. 

3. The putting a total end to (something), blot- 
ting out of existence; suppression (of an institution). 

1537 Acts Irel. 28 Hen. VIII, c. xiii, Statutes, .made for 
the . . extinguishment out of this land of the pretended 
power of the Bishop^ of Rome. 2586 Ferne Bias. Gen- 
trie 32 The extinguishment of anye one of them [foure 
complexions] is the destruction of the bodye. a 1648 Ld. 
Herbert Hen. VIII 11649) 397 That for extinguishments of 
all Ambiguities and doubts, it may be enacted, etc. 2742 
T. Robinson Gavelkind v. 66 A Total Extinguishment of 
the Custom. 1865 Reader 2 Sept. 253/2 Munitions of war, 
which not only influenced banefully . . the fortunes of Prince 
Charlie, but led. .to their final extinguishment. 

b. The putting an end to (a contract, right, 
etc.) ; abolition (of a law, custom, In 

Law also spec, ‘the annihilation of a collateral 
interest, or the supersedure of one interest by an- 
other and greater interest * (Wharton Law Lex.). 

*535 -Act 27 Hen. VIII , c. 10 § 1 The . . extinguishment 
of all suche subtill practised feoffementes. 2554 m Deposi- 
tions, etc. (Surtees Soc. No. 21) 37 For the. .extinguishment 
of a manage solempnized betwixt them in their infancies. 
2574 tr. Littleton's Tenures 64 a, A release shall enure by 
waye of extinguishemente. 2683 T. Hunt Def. Charter 36 
Charged with the extinguishment of many excellent Laws. 
2818 H allam Mid. Ages (2872) I. 428 A suspension, but 
not extinguishment of rights. 1886 Law Rep. Weekly 
Notes 35/2 The accounts were limited to the period before 
Michaelmas, 2881, the time from which the extinguishment 
took effect. 

c. The full discharge, ‘wiping out 1 (of a debt 
or obligation). 

2796 Morse A mer. Geog. I, 266 To provide for the ex- 
tinguishment of the existing debt. 2847 C. G. Addison On 
Contracts 11. iv. § i. (2883) 664 The extinguishment of the 
principal obligation necessarily involving jn it the discharge 
of the surety.^ 1868 Rogers Pol. Econ. iv. (1876) 7 Recip- 
rocal extinguishment of obligations. 

f d. The cutting off, putting an end to (a family, 
race, etc.) ; the fact of becoming extinct. Obs. 

*539 Taverner Card. Wysed. 1. 13 b, Syngle lyfe hathe 
these incommodyties. .extinguyshmentof bloud,astraunger 
to be thyne heyre, 2612 /Davies Why Ireland, etc. 210 
Rebellion, wherein he perished himselfe, and made a final 
extinguishment of his house and honour. 2630 R. John- 
son's Kingd. # Commw. 114 By the extinguishment of the 
Piets, it reached also unto Tweed. 

f e. Annihilation (of the soul). Obs. 

259a Davies Immort. Soul xxx. § 4 When Death's Form 
appears, she [the soul] feareth not An utter Quenching, or 
Extinguishment. 1635 Ussher Anew. Jesuit 327 A most 
absolute extinguishmen t as well of the soule as of the body, 
t Extirp (ekst5\ip), v. Obs. or arch. Also 
5-6 extyrpe, 5-7 ex(s)tirpe, (7 exsterpe). [ad. 
F. extirp-er = Pr. extirpar, ad. L. ex{s)tirpdre : 
see Extirpate.] 

1. trans. To root up (plants) ; = Extirpate 2 . 
2490 Caxton Eneydos xix. 73 To extirpe and waste alle the 
goodes comyng oute of the erth. 2563-87 Foxe A. 4- M. 
('1641) I. 563 To extirpe and pluck the same [wild cockle] up 
by the roots- 2602 H olland Pliny I. 525 These reeds do 
multiplie. .after the old plants be extirped & destroied. 


absol. a 2643 G. Sandys Paraphr. Div. Poems, Eccl.ll i. 
4 A time to plant, t’extirpe : to Kill, to Cure. 

b. transf. = Extirpate 2 b. 

2623 Callis Slat. Sewers (1647) 54 These banks, .may be 
extirped if they be. .a hinderance to the common good. 

c. = Extirpate 2 c. 

2542 R. Copland Guydon's Quest. Chirurg. Aiv, Tyll 
that . . which is the causer of the other be totally extyrped 
the healynge can nat be. 2590 Spenser F. Q. 1. x. 25 
Festring sore did ranckle yett within. .Which to extirpe, he 
laid him privily Downe. . 2632 G. Sandys Ovid's Met. vi. 
(1626) 123, 1.. am fit.. His eyes, his tongue, or what did 
thee mforce, T’extirp. 2650 Bulwer Anthropomei., Pref. 
Verse, [The teeth] filed down, or else extirped quite. 

2. To root out, exterminate (a family, sect, or 
nation); = Extirpate 3 . 

*547 J* Harrison Exhort. Scottes 216 The race of them 
is .. not .. extirped. 1598 Sylvester Du Bartas 11. iv. 1. 
Tropheis 887 He . . Wholly extirps the down-trod Jebusite. 
*635 Heywood Hierarch, vm. 502 A large Patent . . T’ 
extirp the Witches thence. <22673 Anne Bradstreet 
Poems (2678) 166 His seed to he extirpt, was destined. z68z 
R. Burthogge An Argument 122 Antipsedobaptisme 
. . doth put it [the Church] in no small hazard of being 
utterly extirped. 

b. intr. To die out, root and all. 

1606 G. W[oodcoc ke] tr. Justin's Hist. 216 a, They should 
be vtterly rooted out, and the posteritye of their name extirp, 

3. With immaterial obj. ; —Extirpate 4 . 

(Austin’s attempted revival of the word has not been 

imitated so far as our quots. show.) 

1483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 430/1 This . . fader . . foughte 
ageynst the heretykes . . and extyrped their heresye. 155a 
Latimer Serm. Lord's Prayer vi. 47 God hath done greater 
thinges in . . extirping out all popery. X603 Shaks, Meas. 
forM. in. ii. 210. 2605 B. Jonson Volpone iv. ii, To ex- 
tirpe the memory Of such an act. 2623 Pbnkethman Hand/', 
Hon. Pref., Wee may extirpe or root out vices. 2732 
Strype Eccl. Mein. 1. xxxiv. 250 These monasteries should 
he extirped. 1832 Austin Jurispr. (2873) 1* *3 2 * Ibid. 
(2879) I. xxiv. 483. ^ Ibid. (1879) II. 986 Errors or defects in 
the details are readily extirped or supplied. 

% erron. To speak abusively against. [Peril, aris- 
ing from an ignorant misunderstanding of the 
phrase 1 the extirping of the Bishop of Pome 
common in controversial literature.) 

2605 Rowley When you see me H, She did exsterp {ed. 
2613 exstirpe, 2622, 2633 extirpe] against his Holinesse. 
Ibid. F ij b, Exstirpe. 

Hence Exti rped ppl. a. Extrrper, one who 
roots out or destroys. Exti*rping vbl. sb. 

2502 Arnolde Ckron. 159 Encresar off all goodnes, Ex- 
tirper of synners and. .interpiter of dew lauwe. 2535 Act 
27 Hen. VIII, c. to § 1 The extirping and extinguishment 
of all suche subtill practised feoffementes. 2543 Grafton 
Contn. Harding 606 The extirpyng and abholysbyng of 
the vsurped authoritee of the b[Ishop] of Rome. 2605 Bacon 
Adv. Learn. 1, vii. § 1 Extirpers of tyrants. . were honoured 
but with the titles of worthies or demi-gods. £-2640 J. 
Smyth Lives Berkeleys (1883) I. 172 A great journey into 
Wales for the extirpinge of that nation. 

t Extrrpable, a. Obs. [f. L. e x{s)tirparei 
see next and -able.] That may be extirpated. 

2676 Evelyn Phil. Dis. Earth 231 Lest it infect the 
Ground with a Plant not easily extirpable. 

t Extirpate, pplt- Obs . [ad. L. ex(s)tirpatus, 
pa. pple. of ex{s)tirpare : used as pa. pple. of next.] 
Hooted out, destroyed utterly, rendered extinct 
1542 Elyot Image Gov. ( 1549) 116 It is profitable .. to 
haue all occasions of sedicion . . to be extirpate. <22649 
Drumm. of Hawth. Hist. Jas. V. Wks. (1712) 107 When a 
vice cannot be extirpate and taken away. 2706 De Foe 
Jure Div. vn, 246 note. The Race of Sinners was extirpate. 

[Extirpate ( e-kstarprit, ekst 9 *ip<sit), v. Also 7 
extirp at. [f. L. ex(s)tirpdt- ppl. stem of ex(s)tir- 
pdre, f. ex- (see Ex- preff) + stirp-s stem or stock 
of a tree. Cf. Extirp z\] 
f 1. trams. To clear of stumps. In quot.^%*. Obs. 
2548 Hall Ckron. (1809) 426 He might wede, extirpate, 
and purdge the myndes of men. 

2. To pull or pluck up by the roots ; to root up, 
destroy, or remove root and branch (a tree, plant). 

2652 W. G. tr. Cowel s Inst. 278 All such Offenders should 
have. . their Woods extirpated and grub’d up. 1664 Evelyn 
Kal. Hort. (2729) 213 Pluck up Strawberry Runners, extir- 
pate the tall Stalks. 2691 Ray Creation 1. (1704) 289 Extir- 
pate noxious and unprofitable Herbs. 2776 Gibbon Dec! 
4 F. I. xxv. 746 The vines and fruit-trees, .were extirpated. 
2796 C. Marshall Garden, iii. (1823) 31 The better way., 
is. .to extirpate the intermediate trees. 2848 Mill Pol. 
Econ. 1. xi. § 2 The wood seems to have been. . extirpated. 

fig. 2836 J. H. Newman Par. Serm. (ed. 2) II. vi. 71 Re- 
generation. . does not extirpate the root of evil. 

■f b. transf. 

c 2666 in Murray’s L incoLishire (1890) 24 The old Church 
. .having been ‘ extirpated by a hurricane ’ in 3666. 

c. esp. in Sttrg. To root out, remove (anything 
spoken of as having roots). 

1650 Bulwer Anthropomet. 13 1 For men.. to labour to 
extirpate . . the Beard . . is a practical blasphemy. 1767 
Gooch Treat. Wounds I. 267 Extirpating several breasts, 
and large tumors. 1774 Pennant Tour Scot, in 2772, 74 
Small pincers for the purpose of extirpating hairs. *836 
Todd Cycl. Anal. I. 242/1 When a naevus is extirpated, it 
seems to consist df a mass of cellular tissue. 

3. To root out, exterminate, or totally destroy 
(a class, sect, or nation); to kill off, and render 
extinct (a species of animals or plants). Const. 
out of from. 

2586 J. Hooker Girald. Jrel. n. xvi. 41 in Holinshed, Yet 
was their nobilitie so honourable and great; that by no 
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meanes. . was the same to he 1 extirpated or rooted out. 1649 
Alcoran 41 God . forgiveth sins to those that believe, ana 
extirpate Infidels, a 1704 Locke (J.), The breed ought to 
be extirpated out of the island. 1708 Ferriar Illustr. 
Sterne , Varieties of Man 206 The Pygmies were extir- 
pated by their wars. 1882 Mrs. Pitman Mission L. Greece 
Pal . 3x0 The founder of Islam. . believing in the mission 
of the sword to extirpate all Christians and Jews. , 

b. In weaker sense : To do away with, render 
extinct as such (a specified class of persons); to 
root out utterly, break up (a gang of thieves). 
Formerly also, fto drive out, clear away (persons) 
from a locality, etc. 

156$ Painter Pal. Pleas. 1 . 10, I will driue and extirpate 
oute of this Cirie both L. Tarquinius Superbus, and his 
wicked wife, with all the race of his children and progenie. 
1610 Shaks, Temp. 1. ii. 125, He .. Should presently extir- 
pate me and mine Out of the Dukedom. 171:3 Steele 
Englishman No, 4. '23 The Comedies, you see, have extir- 
pated the whole Species of Beaux. 1737 Common Sense 
(1738) I. t 86 The Honour of extirpating such a notorious 
Robber from the Society. 1855 Macaulay Hist. Eng. IV. 
205 It is . . one of the first duties of every government to 
extirpate gangs of thieves. 

4 . To root out, eradicate (an immaterial thing, 
e.g. heresy, vice, etc.). Const, f out of , f rom, 

1539 J. H usee in Lisle Papers V. 75 , I hope it shall please 
your Lordship to extirpate this sudden desperate sorrow. . 
out of the bottom of your stomach, 1549 Latimer Serm. 
Ploughers (Arb. ) 37 He destroied al Idolatrie, and clearly 
dyd extirpate all superstition. 1660 R. Coke justice Vinci. 
Pref. 19 Until monarchy or regal power should be extirpated 
in all the world. 1789 Bentham Prim . Legist, xix. § 15 
With what chance of success . . would a legislator go about 
to extirpate drunkenness by dint of legal punishment? 
1828 Scott F. M. Perth xxv, The holy Church is awakened 
. . to extirpate heresy by fire and steel. 2838 Emers6n Nat., 
Lit. Ethics Wks. 1 Bohn) II. 205 Neither years nor books 
have yet availed to extirpate a prejudice then rooted in me. 

Hence Extirpated ppl a . Extirpating vbl. 
sb. and fpl. a. 

1670 Milton Hist Eng, n. (1851) 65 The final extirpating 
of that whole Nation. 1674 tr. Scheffer’s Lapland ix. 34 
Ail possible means were used . . for the extirpating of super- 
stition. 1827 Southey Penins. War II, 25 The Spaniards 
had to atone for extirpated nations. 1865 Bushnell Vicar. 
Sacr. nr. v. 2.79 Sin . . a desolating, extirpating power in souls. 

Eirtirpatiou (ekst9jp^*Jbn). Also 6 exter- 
patione, extirpaeion, -tion, exturpacion. [ad. 
L. ex(s)tirpa,tibn-em, n. of action f. exif iirpdre : 
see Extirpate v. Cf. F, extirpation .] The action 
of extirpating. 

f 1 . The clearing (ground) of trees, etc. Cf. Ex- 
tirpate v. 1. Obs. 

1607 Norden Sura. Dial. 2x7 The generall extirpation. , 
of coppise grounds in Middlesex. 

% The action of rooting up trees or weeds ; total 
destruction. • 

1675 M. Clifford Hum. . Reason in Pkenix (1708) II. 532 
The Extirpation of those Weeds. 1725 Bradley Fanu 
Diet. s.v. Oak, Grubbing is only to be done where final ex- 
tirpation is designed. 1796 Morse Amer. Geog. II. 180 
The joint extirpation of woods and men. 1837 Penny 
Cycl. VIII. 103/2 The., extirpation of couch grass is one of 
the first things which an experienced farmer sets himself to. 

b. Surg. The operation of removing, by excision 
or the application of caustics, anything having an 
inward growth. , 

1706 in Phillips Cedi Kersey). 1732 Arbuthnot Rules of 
Diet 330 The difficulty of . . Breathing, occasioned by 
Schirrosities of the Glands is not to be cur'd any other- 
wise than by Extirpation. 1818 Art Prcserv. Feet 52 A 
black corn . . on extirpation . . is found to have a black clot 
of blood at the lower extremity of the stem. 1875 H. 
Walton Did. Eye 110 Operations on the eyeball, abscission, 
and extirpation. 

3 . The action of extirpating or rooting out ; exter- 
mination : a. of a nation, family, sect, species, 
etc. b. of an immaterial thing, e.g. heresy, a 
religion, vice, etc. 

1528 Pilgr. Per/. (W. de W. 1531! 56 Extirpation, that is, 
the pluckyng out of all maner of vyces by the rotes. 1 1602 
T. Fitzherbert Ai>ol.e t z., The extirpation of heresy. 1699 
Burnet 39 Art. vii. (1700) 95 The Jews were to fall under 
. .an utter Extirpation. 1708 Swift Abolit. Chr. Wks. 
1755 II. 1. 95 The extirpation of the gospel. 1794 Gouv. 
Morris in Sparks Life <$* Writ . (1832) II. 41 1 It will 
become on both sides a war of extirpation. 1816 McCul- 
loch Acc. Brit. Empire (18541 I. 421 Extirpation of the 
smallpox. 1877 J. A. Allen Amer. Bison 559 The extirpa- 
; tion of the bufialo. 

Hence Extirpa’tionist, one who maintains a 
theory of extirpation. T 

1881 Corn/t. Mag. Sept. 340 The Teutonic extirpationists. 

Extirpative (e*kstarp^tiv\ a. [f. Extir- 
pate v. + -ive.] Tending to extirpate. 

i733.Cheyne Eng, Malady nr. lntrod. (1734)266 Of the 
Medicines, I have mention’d only the .. extirpative ones. 

Extirpator (erksteip^toi, -tS’rpJtDj). Also S, 
-er. [ad. L. ex(stirpdtor, agent-n. f. ex\s)tirparc 
see Extirpate v.] One who, or that which, ex- 
tirpates. 

1706 in Phillips (ed. Kersey), Extirpator one that Extir- 

f ates or Destroys, as, an Extirpater of Heresies. 1776-83 
ustamond Raynais Indies (ed. 2) I. 283 These extirpators 
with all their industry can' only execute their commission 
upon, the coast. 1805 R. W. Dickson Pract. Agric. (1807) 
L 35 The extirpator is a machine of this sort. . for destroy- 
ing weeds. 1839 D'Israeli Chas. I, III. xii. 264 The* 
great extirpator of episcopacy. 1870 Anderson Missions 
Amer. Bd. Ill, viii. 113 Three men . . extirpators of heresy. 
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11 Extispex (eksti'speks). Horn. Antiq. PI. ex- 
trspiees. [L. ; f. exta (see Exta) + -spex f. 
specere to look at.] One whose duty it was to 
inspect , the entrails of sacrificial victims for the 
purpose of divination ; a haruspex. 

1727 Bailey vo 1 . II, Extispices, the same as arnspices. 
1751 Chambers Cycl. s. y. Extispex, In Italy, the first, ex- 
tispices were the Hetrurians. 1855 Smedley Occult Sciences 
332 The officers were extispices or aruspices. 

t Extispicine. Obs. [a. Fr. extispuint , f. L. 
extispicium see Extispicy.J = Extispicy. 

ait 93 Urquhart Rabelais 111. xxv, Will you have a trial 
of your fortune by the art of aruspiciny % By augury ? or by 
extispicine ? 

t Extisprcious, a. Obs. rare-K Also, 7-8 
extispitious. [f. L. extispicium the function of 
an Extispex + -ous.] Of or pertaining to inspec- 
tion of entrails for , the purpose of divination. 

1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep , 1. xi. 44 Thus hath lie 
[Satan] deluded many Nations in his Auguriall and Extis- 
piciqus inventions. 1755 in, Johnson. 

Extispicy (efcstrspisi). Rom. Antiq. Also 
8 extispice. [ad. L. extispicium : see Extispi- 
cious.] Inspection of the entrails of, sacrificial 
victims for the purpose of divination ; harnspicy. 

1682 Blount Glossogr ■., Extispacy. 1721-1800 Bailey, 
Extispicc. 1751 Chambers Cycl. s.v. Medicine, Extispicy 
or inspecting the entrails of beasts. 1855 Smedley Occult 
Sciences 292 Extispicy, the observation . of entrails. 

Extol (ekst^T), v. Also 5-7 extoll(e. [ad. L. 
ex toliere, f. ex- (see E x-prcf. l }+ toliere to raise.] 
fl. tram. To lift up, raise, elevate. Obs. 

1549-62 Sternhold & H. Ps. Ixxxvi. 4 Unto thee Lord I 
extoll, And lift my soule and rnipde. 1572 Bossewell 
Armorie 11. 96 He cannot, .extol him selfe higher then the 
earth, 1601 Weever Jl/irr. Mart. B iv b, A begger from 
the dunghill once extold, Forgets him selfe. a 1625 Beau m. 
& Fl. (Webster 1864), Who extolled you in the half-crown 
boxes. 1650 T. Bayly Herba Parietis To Rdr., A fiery 
Charriot, able to extoll an Elias up to Heaven. 

absol. 16x8 Chapman Hesiod 1. 9 Great Jove’s will orders 
all ; For he with ease extols, with ease lets fall. 1646 Sir 
T. Browne Pseud. Ep. 11. iii. 72 The newtrall point wherein 
its [the iron's] gravity just equafls the magneticall quality,^ 
tlte one exactly extolling as much as the other depresseth. 
Jig. 1587 Mirr. Mag . , Bladud xi v, Our actes extoll our 
prayse aboue the skie. 1601? Marston Pasquil Hath. 1. 
233 Thy praise extold him to the skies, 
fb. = SlIBLIMR 1 v. ■ 

1657 Tomlinson Renou’s Disf. 90 Such as are not easily 
sublevated. .are to be extolled |L. sublimantur ] in a Retort 
of very thick glass. 

t 2 . a. To lift up in dignity or authority ; to up- 
hold the authority of. Obs. 

1545 J°VE Exp. Dan.xxi. 200 This kinge . . shall extoll 
and preferre himself aboue all the goddis. 1552 Lyndesay 
Monarc he 5244 Cardinall, Kyng, or Empriour, Extolland 
thare Traditionis Abufe Christis' Institutionis. ; 1570 Act 1.3 
Eliz. c. 2 § 1 That no Person . . shall . . maintain, defend or 
extol the same usurped Power [of the see of Rome]. 1581 
Lambarde Eireti. 11. vil. (1588) 228 The Treason of extolling 
forein power. 

f b. To £ lift up ’ with pride, joy,, etc. Obs. 

1526 Pilgr. Per/. (Wr de W. 1531) 88 b, Lest the multy- 
tude of reuelacyor.s sholde extoll hym, and make hym 
proude. 1609 Bible (Dpuay) Ecclus. xxxii. 1 Have they 
made thee Ruler ? be not extolled. 1664 Flodden F. vi. 54 
Because he vex’d our Land of late, Perchance his stomack 
is extold. 

t c. To raise, too high, make too much of; to ex- 
aggerate, boast of. Obs: 

1494 Faryan Citron, v. cxl. 127 Walshemen extolle so 
hugely theyr blood & allyaunce. .& regardyd so lytle the., 
lynyall dissent of the Saxons. 1503 Hawes Examp. Virf. 
v. 48 No persone can extoll the. souerente Of. her worthy 
and royall dygnytei. .1551 Gardiner Explic. Calk. Faith 
32 b, If man should tlien. wa.xe proude and .. extolle his 
owne deuotion in these minlsteries. 1652 Needham tr. 
Selden’s Flare Cl. 209 The Hors and Foot and the $ea- 
Souldiers . . extoll'd every One their own hazards. 1796 C. 
Marshall Garden, i. (1813) 1 The praise of gardening it is 
presumed can hardly lie too' much extolled. 

3 . To raise high with praise ; to praise highly ; 
to magnify. 

1509 Fisher Fun. Serm, C’tess Richmond Wks. (1,876) 
293 Whome my purpose is not vaynly to extol, or to 
magnifye aboue her merytes. ^582 Bentley Mon. Matrones 
47 S. John extolleth charitie in his Epistle. x6oi B. Jonson 
Poetaster 11. Wks. (Rddg.l 1x2/1 They, .extoll'd yoiir per- 
fections to the heavens. 1683 BPit. Spec. r8 Thou art a 
glorious Isle extolled and renowned among all Nations. 1712 
Addison Spect. No. 469 p 6 To find Virtue extolled, and 
Vice stigmatized. 2762 J. Brown Poetry $ Mns. <v. (1763) 
59 Strabo . . highly extolls this Practice. 1879 Froude 
Ctesar xxvi. 450 Some will extol you to the skies, others 
will find something wanting. «• 

t Extolla*tion. Obs. rare- 1 , [f. Extol + 
-ATION : cf. med.L. extollatim-em , OY .exfoliation^ 
The action of, extolling laudation, praisei 
a 1654 Webster Thracian Wonder 1. i. With extollation 
of a thing so vile, 

Extolled (ekstf?*lcl), ppl. a. [f. Extol + -EDb] 
f a. Upraised, upreared ; elevated (obs.). b. 
Praised, magnified, celebrated. 

a. 1607 Topsell Serpents 1653' 613 Discouraged by the 
extolled head of the serpent to has breast. 

b. 1632 J. Hayward tr. Biondi’s Eromena 44 The Prince 
. .enamoured of her extolled beautie. ■ 1644 Milton Educ. r 
Those extolled remains Of Grecian lawgivers. . 

Extoller (ekst^bj).' [f. Extol + -er U] One : 
who extols (see Extol ‘2 a,' ■ 3)4 ' ■ ■ — 1 
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a 1626 Bacon Charge Sess. Verge (1662) 8 Extollers of 
the Pope's Supremacy. 2684 Xx. Agrippds Van. Aries 
xviii. 60 The worst, .things never want their; extoilers. 2753 
in Johnson. Hence in mod. Diets. 

Extolling (ekst^li^), vbl sb. [f. as ' prec. 4-' 
-ing- 1.] The action of the vb. Extol. 

1558 Act 1 Eliz. c. 1, § 27 If any Person, .shall, .execute 
any Thing for jhe Extolling .. or Defence of any such., 
usurped Jurisdiction. 1560 Declar. Faith in Neal Hist. 
Purit. (1732) L 161, I do utterly disallow the extolling of 
Images. 1620 Shelton Quix. n. xxv. 164 These praises 
and extollings doe more properly belong to you then mee. 
2709 Strype Ann. Ref. I. xxvi. 306 The extolling of the 
Bishop of' Rome made pramunire for the second offence. 
1858 Froude Hist. Eng. III. xii. 75 A third [injunction] 
forbade the extolling the special virtues of images and relics^ 

ExtoTlillg, fpl a. [f. as prec. + -ing A] Thafi 
extols or praises. Hence Exto llbigly adv., in an 
extolling manner, in commendation or praise. 

1886 A rgosy July 70 A celebrated physician spoke to me 
extollingly. of Bath. 

Extolment (ekstp-lmentk ? Obs. [f. as prec. 
+ -ment. Cf. F. extollement (Godefr. 1571).] 
The action of extolling or praising ; eulogy. 

1602 Shaks, Ham. v, ii. 121 In the verity of extolment, I’ 
take him to be a soul of great article. 2640 Sir E. Dering 
Prop. Sacr. (1644) 17 If. .two Fathers . , for honour to the' 

. . sacrament, should in the extollment of it passe an earnest* 
word. 2813 W. Taylor in Monthly Rev. LXX. 500 Cicero's 
extolments of Cato and others. 

f Exto’nions, a. Obs . rare- 1 . In 6 -youse. 
[f. OF. eslon-er to Astonish + -ious.] Astonishing*; 

1548 Gest Pr. Masse 78 Which graunt [= admission]. .is : 
extonyouse and unbeleavable. . 

t Exto'rqne, V. Obs .- 0 [nd. L. extorqu-erei 
see Extort. J = Extort. 2623-6 in Cockeram. : 

t ExtOTse, v. Obs. Sc. Also 6 extorss, 7 
extorce. [f. L.'extors- rare form of ppl. stem of 
extorquere : see Extort.] trans. To practise ex- 
tortion upon ; hence, to oppress. 

1567 Sc. . Acts /as. VI (1814) III. 42 Nevther the saidis 
customaris be sufferit to extorss the people as thai haue' 
done in tymes past.^ 1604 Earl Stirling Awvra Sonn. 
lxiv. 13 Too many grieuous plagues my state extorse. 2614 
— Doovtes.day , 4 th Houre lxxxix, By men even dead (as 
oft alive) extorc'd,. To avarice, else cruelty, still slave. 

absol. 2728 Ramsay Gen. Mistake Wks. 1851 II. 339 A 
penman.. lends, extorses, cheats. 

Extorsion, -er, obs. ff. of Extortion, -er. 

Extorsive (ekst^.tsiv), a. rare. [f. L. extors - 
(see LXTORSE v.) + -ive.] a. Seiwing or tending 
to extort; of the nature of extortion, b. Obtained 
by extortion. 

1669 W. Simpson Hydro! Chyni. 253 If they make any 
confession . . it’s onely extorsive. 2775 A. Hamilton Farmer 
Refuted Wks. 1851 II. 50 A complication of extorsive mea- 
sures. 

Hence f Exto-rsively adv. rare— 0 . 

2755 in Johnson ; whence in mod. Diets. 

t Exto'rt, ppl. a. Obs. Also 5-6 extorte.’ 
[ad. L. exlort-us, pa. pple. of extorquere'. see 
next.] a. Extorted, wrongfully obtained (rarely 
as pa. f pie l). b. esp. in Extort power ; whence, 
a sense. = ‘ extortionate ’ (in extort exactions). 

2430 Lydg. Citron. Troy v. xxxvi. By extorte tytle false 
successyon. 2492 Plumpton Carr. 264 Intendinge . . to 
keepe the same [land] by extort power contrary to the law. 
2540 Act 32 Hen. VIII , c. 24 The extorte exactions of in- 
numerable summes of monei. 1596 Spenser F. Q. v. ii. 5 
Hauing great Lordships got and goodly farmes, Through 
strong oppression of his powre extort. Ibid. v. x. 25 A 
Citie. .by force extort out of her hand By her strong foe. 

Extort (ekstp-Jt), v. Also 6 extorte. [f. 
extort - ppl. stem of extorquere , f. ex- out + torquere 
to twist.] literally , To wrest or wring (some- 
thing) from a person ; to extract by torture. 

I. trans. To obtain from a reluctant person by 
violence, torture, intimidation, or abuse of legaL 
or official authority, or (in weaker sense) by im- 
portunity, overwhelming arguments, or any power- 
ful influence. Const, of from, out of f ttpon. 

a. with obj. money, payments, etc. Also absol. 
to practise extortion. 

1:529 in FIddes Wolsey n. 175 Not for good order of the 
diocess but to extort treasure, c 1555 Fisher’s Wks., Life 
241 Lykwise for diuers bribes extorted vpon manie of his 
subiects. 2585 Abp. Sandys Serm. (1841) 287 He went. ^ 
not to poll and pill, to extort and wring out of the people 
what he could ; but . .to do good. 2612 Shaks. Cymb. in, i.' 
48 The, .Romans, did extort This Tribute from vs. 2624 
Capt. Smith Virginia (1629) 120 They would hold it worse 
than sacrilege to. . extort upon the common souldier a penny. 
2726-8. Lady 'M. ;W. Montague Lett. I. xxx.,0,8 The vil- 
lages are so poor, that only force could extort "from them, 
necessary provisions. 2820 Miss Mitford in L’Estrange' 
Life XL iv. . 87 Taxes.. are only extorted by threatening 
notices. 1883 Law Rep. 11 Q Bench Div. 577 That the 
lord of a manor may ask for as much as he thinks that he 
can extort from the copyhold tenant. 

absol, c 2592 Marlowf. few of Malta 11. ii, With extort-^ 
ing,cozening [etc.]. . I fill’d the jails with hankrouts in a year.' 
2598 BXrcicley Felic. Man 11, (1603) 125 Bribing and extort/ 
ing upon his subjects, 2764 Qoldsm. Lett. Hist. Eng. 11772)" 
I. 104 He extorted from the Jews , . without any remorse, 
2826 Hood Death’s Ramble ix, He knew that sort of man 
would extort, Though summon’d to; all eternity. 2855 Ma- 
caj/lay '/'Hist.: Eng. IV. 363 The rapacious governor had 
daily opportunities of embezzling and extorting. 

b. with immaterial obj., actions, Utterances, 
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manifestation of feeling, concessions, acknowledge- 
ments, promises, etc. Said both of persons and of 
circumstances or influences. 

1550 Bale Image Both Ch . 11. xvii, Confession in the eare 
was cruelly e extorted of Christian people vnder. . payne of 
death. _ 1553-87 Foxe A. 4- M. (1596) 5/2 't hey haue ex- 
torted into their own hands the plenarie fulness of power. 
*659 Hammond On Ps. vi. 6 Paraphr. 36 My agonies extort 
..tears from me. 1662 Stillingfl. Orig. Sacr. in. i. § 15 
Neither can hee deserve the name of a man, from whom the 
observation of the courses of the stars . . does not extort 
gratitude. 1665 Glanvill Seeps. Set. I 12 The extorting 
a Confession of that Ignorance. 1732 Berkeley Alciphr . 
1. §14 Concessions, which the force of truth seems to have 
extorted from you. c 1750 Shenstone Ruin'd Abbey 175 
No solemn bell extort a neighbour’s tear. 1771 Junius 
Lett. liv. 286 These praises are extorted from me. 1818 
Jas. Mill Brit. India II. v. iv. 443 A situation which 
extorted the compassion of Englishmen. 1863 H. Cox 
Ins tit. 1. vii. 80 The barons extorted from the King power 
to elect twelve ordainers. 

' c. In literal sense : To wrest (a material ob- 
ject) from. rare. 

1784 Cowper Tashv. 189 Nations would do well To extort 
their truncheons from the puny hands Of heroes. 

2 . To extract forcibly, ‘ wring ’ (a sense or con- 
clusion)/;'^ (a passage, premises, etc.). 

1601 Shaks. Twel. II. in. i. 165 Do not extort thy reasons 
from this clause. 1653 Milton Hirelings (1659) 31 From 
this example they never will be able to extort that the 
people in those days paid tithes to priests. Mod. How can 
you extort any other meaning from the passage ? 

f 3 . a. To practise extortion on (a person) ; in 
quot. 1561 with allusion to literal sense ‘to rack’, 

b. To ‘torture’, strain (a law). Obs. 

1561 Godly Q. Hester (1873) 44 The commons he extorteth 
tyll they bee lame. 1612 Davies Why Ireland, etc. 276 They 
did extort and oppresse the people. 1616 J. Lane Sqr.'s Tale 
xi. 360 Captives . . to Greece transported, sold, and by these 
badd mistresses extorted. 1681 Crowne Hen. VI, h. 14 We 
may extort the law . . to punish beyond bounds of law. 
Hence Exto'rting vbl. sb , and ppl. a. 

1599 Marston Sco. Villanie n. v. 196 Though he laid 
forth all his stock and store Vpon some office., he will 
trebble it . . by his extorting wit. 1641 Tapsters Downfall 
7 Not branded with the extorting seale of avarice, a 1711 
Ken Hymns Festiv . Poet. Wks. 1721 I. 379 Matthew . . set 
in his extorting stall. 1715 Nelson Addr. Pers. Qual. 195 
The many extorting Acts, which are practised in those 
.Houses of Bondage. 1771 Goldsm. Hist. Eng. III. 64 She 
took several very extorting methods by loans, 
t Bxtorpt, sb. Obs. [f. the vb.] The action 
of the vb. Extort ; extortion, torture. 

1556 J. Heywood Spider <$■ F. lxxxviii. 165 Ye are sure .. 
to get ought by your extort, Or get or kepe ought. 1541 
S ch.-house Women 556 in Hazl. E. P, P. IV. 126 They 
meane it a nother way. And say, she is mans vtter extort. 
1599 Bp. Hall Sat. xv. v, 103 Albee such mayne extort 
scorns to be pent, in the clay walles of thatched Tenement. 
[But possibly ‘mayne extort '—extort power : see Extort 
ppl. a.] 

Extorted (ekst/ited), ppl. a. [f. Extort v. 
+ -ed 1 ,] In senses of the vb. Cf, Extort ppl. a. 
1552 Huloet, Extorted, compilaius. 1590 Spenser F. Q. 
I. vii. 18 With extorted powre and borrow’d strength. 
1593 Shaks. 2 Hen. VI , iv. vii. 105 Are my Chests filled vp 
with extorted Gold? 1632 Lithgow Trav. V. 206 Weary 
and extorted Trauellers. 1667 Flavel Saint Indeed (1754) 
136 These extorted complaints. 1784 Cowper Task iv. 403 
.Live without extorted alms From grudging hands. 1826 
Scott Woodst. xv, An extorted promise of silence. 1865 
Hook Lives A bps. III. vii. 449 The rack-extorted admis- 
sions of the persecuted Templars. 

+ b. Strained, forced. Obs. 

1622-62 Heylin Cosmogr.' Introd. (1 666) 10 How extorted 
tod unnatural are the derivations of the Allumaeotas from 
Almodad, of the Manilas from Abimail, etc. 

Hence f Exto*rfcedly adv., by extortion. 

1640 Ld. Digby Sp. Trienn. Pari. (1641) 14 A King that 
bad . . given all the Rights and Liberties of his Subjects a 
more cleare and ample confirmation freely and gratiously, 
then all his Predecessors . . extortedly. 

Extorter (ekst^itsi). See also Extortor. 
[f. as prec. + -er 1 .] One who extorts. Const, of. 

■ 1591 Sylvester Du Bartas 1. iii. (1641) 25/1 You strict 
Extorters, that the poor oppress. 1605 Camden Rem . 
186 Edric the extorter. 1794 Sir W. Jones Instil. Hindu. 
Law ix. § 258 Extorters of money by th reats. 1846 T rench 
Mirac. xxix. (1862) 424 God, the extorter of those unwilling 
* . prophecies from wicked men. 

Bxbortion (ekstp-rjbn). Forms: 4-6 extor- 
cion, -ciotm.(e, 4 -cyoime, 5 -cyon, 4-7 ex- 
torsion, 4 -scion, -siun, 5 -sioun, -syoun, 6 
-syon, 4- extortion, [ad. L. extortibn-em , also 
extorsibn-em , n. of action f. extorquere (see Ex- 
tort). Cf. F. extortion.] 

‘ 1 . The action or practice of extorting or wresting 
anything, esp. money, from a person by force or by 
undue exercise of authority or power ; an instance 
of this ; an act of illegal exaction. 

42x300 Cursor M. a-jZus (Cott.) O couaitise . . curas. . reuelaic, 
theft, extorsiun. CZ340 Hampole Prose Tr. v. (1866} xi 
Thurghe extorcyone, as lordes duse. c X386 Chaucer Friar * s 
T. 13 1 My wages ben ful streyt . . by extorciouns I lyve. 
1429 Pol. Poems (1859) II. 142 Cherisshe thy lordes, hate 
extorcioun. 1593 Shaks. 2 Hen. VI, 1. iii. 132 The Clergies 
Bags Are lanke and leane with thy Extortions. 1651 Hobbes 
Leviath. n. xxviii. 166 The continuance, and increasing of 
. .extortion. <2x7x5 Burnet Own Time (1724) I. 306 To 
bring them [the Bankers] to an account for their usury, 
and extortions. 1858 Froude Hist. Eng. III. xvii. 494 By 
bribery and extortion he had obtained vast sums of money. 


b. Lain (see quot. 1769). 

2607 Cowel Inierpr., Extortion . . signified! , . an unlawful 
or violent wringing of mony or many worth from any man. 
1674 Essex Papers (Camden I. 229 This Country hath long 
layn under great Oppressions by y« Extortion of y Clerks 
of y > Crowne. 1769 Blackstone Comm. IV. 141 Extortion 
. . consists in any officer’s unlawfully taking, by coLur of his 
office, from any man, any money or thing of value, that is 
not due to him, or more than is due, or before it is due. 
2789 Bentham Princ. Legist, xiii. § 1 An act of extortion 
on the part of an officer of police. ' 1848 in Wharton Lazo 
Lex. x86x in W. Bell Diet. Law Scot. 

t e. An extortionate claim or impost. Obs. 

, 1745 De Foe's Eng. Tradesman I. xxx. 303 Paying an 
intolerable extortion of fifteen to twenty per cent premium. 

1 In etymological sense : a. A wresting of 
the sense of a word or phrase, b. A straining (of 
I the nerves). Obs. 

2652 Needham tr. Selden's Mare CL 27 The Italian Law- 
yers, .do force themselves with ail extortion to verifie upon 
the Western Emperor that saying. 1725 Bradley Fam. 
Diet. s.v. Nerves, The same will also cure the Extorsions 
of the Nerves, if apply’d moderately hot. 

Extortion, v. [f. prec.sb ] a. intr. To prac- 
tise extortion. Const, upon. b. trans. To charge 
extortionate prices to ; to overcharge. 

X494 Fabyan Chrott. vn. ccxxxiii. 267 The soldyours stale 
and extorcioned vpon both partyes. 1502 Ora, Crysten 
Men(W. de W. 1506) iv. xxi. 251 Yf he extorcyon or dys- 
tresse or gyueth ayde or consentynge that to do. 1663 
Spalding Troub. Chas. 7(1792) I. 124 For such [meat] as 
they got they were extortioned. 1833 Marryat P. Simple 
via, A bed and a breakfast . . for which they extortioned me 
three shillings and sax-pence. [Still in dialectal use (Che.sh . ).] 
Hence + Extortioning///. a. 

1655 Heywood Fort, by Lantl iv. Wks. 1874 VI, 423 My 
poor usuring, extortioning Master. 

Exto*rtionable, a. rare. [f. as prec. + -able.] 
= Extortionate. 

1632 Lithgow Trav. vi. 246 Two extortionable flatterers, 
Auarice and Ignorance. Ibid. ix. 403 Finding the fellow 
-.somewhat extortionable. 1775 Duchess Kingston in 
Cooke's Mem. S. Foote *1805/ I. 205 An extortionable 
assassin of private reputation. 

Exto'rtionary, a. [f. as prec. + -ary.] Given 
to or characterized by extortion. 

1805 W. Taylor in Ann. Rev. 111 . 60 The fixed shopkeeper 
is not only less extortionary to his customer, but is more 
taxable to the state. 1831 Capt. Trelawney A dv. Younger 
Son I. 41 The extortionary Jew, chuckling with ecstacy at 
the. usury he was about to realize. 1844 H. H. Wilson 
Brit. India I, 365 The overbearing and extortionary spirit 
of that military rule. 

Extortionate (ekst^-ijan/t), a. [f. as prec. 
+ -ate 4 .] a. Of persons, their qualities or actions : 
Characterized by extortion, b. Of prices, money 
demands : Grossly excessive, exorbitant. 

1789 Mrs. Piozzi Joum. France I. 119 The inns are very 
extortionate* 1844 H. H. Wilson Brit. India I. 457 The 
amount is not extortionate, a 1845 Hood Knt. «§* Dragon 
ii. He pounced down like a vulture, And . . Out of every 
man’s meal Took a very extortionate multure. 1853 C. 
Bronte Villette xli. (1876) 472 You are in good hands. M. 
Miret will not be extortionate, 1885 Manch. Exam. 8 May 
5/3 The interest was extortionate and excessive. 

Extortioner (ekst/ijbnai). [f. as prec. + 
-er 1 .] One who practises or is given to extor- 
tion. 

C1375 Pains of Hell 37 in O.E. Misc. App. ii. 21 1 pese 
were .. Extorcioners. 1413 Lydg. Pilgr. Sowle iv. Xxix. 
(1859) 61 They done none execucion vpon extorcioners, ne 
tyrauntes. 1484 Rich. Ill in Ellis Orig. Lett. n. 54 I. 162 
Many been knowen for open murdrers, advowters, and ex- 
tortioners. 1526 Pilgr. Perf.{ W. de W. 1531) 174 b, The 
vsurer, the thefe, & the extorcioner. 1649 Bp. Hall Cases 
Come. i.v. 46 Some covetous extortioner. . buyes up the whole 
lading of the ship. 1789 Bentham Princ. Legist, xiii. § 1 
The most determined extortioner in office has some bridle 
and some restraint. 1839 Thirlwall Greece IV. 207 To 
purge the city of the vile informers and extortioners. 

Extortionist (ekstfijbnist). [f. as prec. + 
-1ST.] One who extorts something from another ; 
an extortioner. 1885 in Ogilvie* 

t Exto'rtionize, v. Obs. rare. [f. as prec. 
H- -I2E.] intr. To practise extortion. Hence 
f Exto*rtionizing ppl. a. 

1630 J. Taylor (Water P.) Wks. 6/1 Extortionizing Curr. 
t Exto’rtionous, a. Obs. [f. as prec. +-OUS.] 
Characterized by extortion, oppressive. 

1602 Life T. Cromwell il ii. 89 , 1 know this place to be 
extortionous. 

t Exto*rtions, a. Obs. Also 6 -sious, 7 -cions, 
[f. Extorti-on + -ous, after the analogy of cap- 
tious^ a. Characterized by extortion, oppressive 
in exactions, b. Gained by extortion ; demanded 
in an extortionate manner. 

1602 Fulbecke and Pt. Parall. 26 The extordous and 
tyrannous spoiles of Cleoa 1607 Norden Snrv. Dial . 34 
The. .overburdening the Tenants- .may be extortious. 1615 
J. Stephens Satyr. Ess. (ed. 2) 13 Who threatens. . If Clyents 
..Be slacke in payment of extortious coine. ax 656 Bp. 
Hall Rem. Wks. (x66oj 77 We do well. . to curb the extor- 
tious cruelties of some, a 1734 N orth Lives 1 1 . 420 Divers 
false and extortious demands which they call Avanias. 
177 6 Bentham Wks. (1843) I. 239 The lying and extortious 
jargon of Recoveries. 

Hence f Slxto-rtiously adv. Obs. 

1529 More Com/, agst. Trib. Wks. 1207 He was growen 
to substance in that office, that was commonly misseused 
extorsiously. 


Extortive (ekstputiv), a . [f. extort - ppl. stem 
of extorquere (see Extort) + ive.] Of extortion ; 
disposed to extort, prone to extortion. 

1646 Earl Monm. tr. Biondi's Hist . Civ. Warres Eng. 
II. 210 Ambition had made use of cruell means ; Avarice. . 
of. .extort ive means. 1805 A nn. Reg. 1803, 292 A compro- 
mise between their ability and bis extortive capacity. 1879 
H. George Progr.fy Pov* .vn. ii, The extortive power of 
land ownership. 

t Exterior. Obs. Also 7 exfcortour. [a. L. 
extortor, agent-n. f. extorquere : see Extort.] a. 
One who extorts; == Extorter, b. One who 
strains (a law) ; cf. Extort v. 3 b. 

1590 Swinburne Testaments 243 An importunate begger is 
compared to an extortor. 1611 Speed Hist. Gt.Brit. vi. xiii. 
§ 7 A great Enemie he was to Promoters, Pettifoggers, and 
Ex tort ours of penall lawes. 1614 W. B. Philosopher's 
Banquet ted. 2) 128 The Extortor thereof dyed by Famine. 

t Exto*x£cate, a. Obs. rare— 1 . In 5 -ycat. 
[f. L. ex- + toxic-urn poison + -ate 2 .] Poisoned. 

1430 Lydg. Citron. Troy iv. xxxiii, An arowe Extoxycat 
sbarpe and venymous. 

Extra te'kstra), a., adv., and sb. [prob. origin- 
ally short for Extraordinary, which in 17th c. 
was commonly used as adj., adv., and sb. in 
the senses now belonging to extra. In Fr. 
extra is similarly used, and is explained by Littre 
as ‘a popular abbreviation of extraordinaire ’ ; it 
is uncertain whether the Eng. or the Fr. use is the 
earlier. Presumably from Fr. the word has been 
adopted into Ger. {extra), Sp. and It . \estra\ A 
Ger. quot. for extra dumm extra stupid’) in 
Grimm is dated 1775.] 

A. adj. Beyond or more than the usual, stipu- 
lated, or specified amount or number ; additional. 

1776 G. Campbell Philos. Rket. (1801) I. 361 Instances [of 
barbarisms] are hyp for hypochondriac, .penult for penulti- 
mate . . extra for extraordinary. 1780 T. Jefferson Carr. 
Wks. 1859 I. 245 Money . . for any extra wants of our own 
troops. 1782 Miss Burney Cecilia IL 34 The extra interest 
I must pay one of those extortioners is absolutely so much 
money thrown away. 18x8 A rt Preserv. Feet 19 The extra 
exercise which the person may have been taking. 1846 
Greener Sc. Gunnery 217 Cost is a matter of very minor 
consideration, when contrasted with the extra safety ob- 
tained. 1878 Lecky Eng. in x8 th C, II. v. 66 Soldiers were 
employed on extra pay Jo make the roads. x888 Miss 
Brajddon Fatal Three 1. ii, She will have to put up with an 
extra bed in the housemaid's room. 

b. Electr. 

1834 Faraday in Phil. Trans. (3835) CXXV. 47 The whole 
of this extra current might be made to pass at that place. 
1883 J. E. H. Gordon Electricity I. xxx. 330 The transient 
currents in a coil are produced by the induction of each 
portion of the current on the neighbouring wires, .these . . are 
called the (Extra Currents \ 

c. Prefixed to trade designations of sizes (esp. of 
paper), to denote a size somewhat larger than 
that indicated by the name. 

1811 L. M. Hawkins C’tess <$• Gerir. I. 734 These * extra- 
elephant folios ’ had not always the most erudite com- 
pilers. 1892 Printers Catalogue, , Sizes of Cards . . Extra 
Thirds, 3 X in. Thirds, 3 X ii in, 1892 Publishers 
Catalogue, Extra foolscap octavo. 

d. Of superior or unusual quality; in Extra 
binding, etc. Hence Extra binder. 

1850 Mrs. Stowe Uncle Tom's C. iv, Her com-cakes isn’t 
extra, not extra now, Jinny’s corn-cakes isn’t. 1875 XJre 
Diet. Arts I. 424 The cover of the book in extra binding is 
generally fitted on piecemeal. Ibid. I. 425 The implement 
generally used by the extra binder for cutting the edges of 
single books is the plough. 

B. adv. a. With adjs. or advbs. : Beyond the 
ordinary degree, unusually. Sometimes hyphened 
as Comb , ; upon the resulting adj. a parasynthetic 
sb, is occas. formed, as extra-moral, extra-moralist. 

In recent years, the latest edition of several London evening 

apers has been called the extra-special edition, the latest 

ut one being called ‘ special \ 

1823 Syd. Smith Botany B, Wks. 1859 II. 15/2 Those 
extra-moralists . . refuse to associate with a convict legally 
pardoned. 1863 Kingsley Water-bob ,, He must be an extra 
good boy that day, 1868 Darwin in Life $ Lett. (tSSv) III. 
80 Any such extra-sterile individuals . . i! they should here- 
after breed with other individuals. Mod. Extra-superfine 
clpth. Extra fine tallow. Extra refined petroleum. Extra 
strong binding. 

b. In excess of the usual or specified amount 

Mod. The larger edition contains three maps extra. At- 
tendance is charged for extra. 

C. sb. What is extra or additional ; an item 
beyond the school curriculum ; One not included 
in a tradesman’s contract, or a table d’hote bill of 
fere ; an additional piece of work ; anything given 
in addition or for which an extra charge is made ; 
the extra charge itself ; an extra fee ; an additional 
issue of a newspaper ; spec, at cricket, a run scored 
otherwise than off the bat. 

1803 R. Peking in Naval Chron. XV. 154 The extra was 
divided into nights and tides. x86x Thackeray Round 
Papers, zoo Years hence 137 We supplied him with little 
comforts and extras. 1866 L. Carroll A lice in Wonderland 
ix. 143 ‘With extras?’. .‘Yes .. we learned French and 
music/ *870 Dickens E. Drood iii, They are neither of 
Miss Twinkleton’s inclusive regulars, nor of her extras. 1876 
Mozjley Univ. Serm. vi. (*877) 126 A confounding and 
baffling extra, which was not even formally provided for in 
his scheme. 2884 LillywhUds Cricket Ann. 55, 33a [runs] 
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including 30 extras. s888 Harper's Mag. LXXVII . 690/1 
Hourly extras were issued, and the circulation . .reached upon 
one day of the riot . . 70,000 copies. 1889 Daily News 5 Aug. 
7/6 The association figure for this class of iron becomes £ 75 s., 
and hoops and strips are raised 10s. . .with ‘ extras ’ for special 

g auges. Mod. The builder took the contract very low, 
opmg to recoup himself by extras. 

|| Extra* (e*kstra), prep. rare. [L. extra (earlier 
extrad) outside (adv. and prep.), contracted form 
of exterd(d\ abl. fern, of exter (see Exterior) in 
phrase extern parte on the outer side.] Outside, 
externally to. 

*853 W . Grove in Phil, Trans. CXLI.I. 87 There was some 
effect exhibited extra the voltaic circuit. 

Extra- (e'kstra), prefix . The L. adv. and prep. 
extra (see prec.) does not, strictly speaking, occur 
in composition during the classical period, though 
post-classically it formed a few vbs. like extrdclu- 
dcre to shut out, extrdvagdrl to wander outside 
(whence extravagant ). Classical L. had however 
the adj. extraordindrius Extraobdinaby, f. phrase 
extra ordinetn outside the regular order, and late 
L. also extrdmunddnus Extramundane, f. phrase 
extra mundum, extrdmurdnus (cf. Extramural) 
f. extra miirum (or micros ), extrdndturdlis 1 extra- 
natural f. extra ndturdm . Many similar adjs. 
were formed in med.L. on phrases in which extra 
is a prep., and some of these are adopted in Eng., 
as extra-provincial. As the suffix employed in such 
formations was nearly always identical with that 
used to form an adj. from the sb. governed by 
extra, the words have the appearance of being f. 
extra- + adj. (the actual formation, on extra prep. 
4- sb. + suffix, being obscured) ; thus extraordinary 
is felt as meaning 'outside of what is ordinary \ 
In recent times an enormous number of adjs. of 
this type have been formed. The most important 
compounds of extra-, and those requiring etymo- 
logical explanation, are given in their alphabetical 
place ; of the remainder only a selection can be 
given in the following lists, many nonce-words of 
obvious meaning being omitted. 

1. Adjs. with general sense ‘situated outside 
something' (e.g. in Anat. a specified organ or 
member), ‘lying outside the province or scope of* 
(a specified branch of science, department of specu- 
lation or practice). 

2 Sxfcra-a*cinons Anat., outside the acinus or 
racemose gland ; see Acinus 4 . 3 ESxtra-alime*n- 
taiy, situated outside the alimentary canal. Extra- 
analogical, out of the range of, not in accordance 
with, analogy. Extra-arti*stic, out of the range 
of, having nothing to do with, art. Extra-atmo- 
spE©*ric, of or pertaining to space beyond the at- 
mosphere. Extra-a*xillar Bot. -= next. Extra- 
a*3dllary Bot., growing from above or below the 
axils. Extra-brita'imic, not existing in Britain. 
Extra-Tra’ r gh.al , beyond the boundary of the 
burgh. Extra~cano*nical, not classed among the 
canonical books. Extra-ca'psular, 4 outside a 
capsule, having special reference to the articular 
capsules* (Syd. Soc. Lex. 1884 ), Extra-cathe- 
dral [L. cathedra chair], outside the pulpit. 
Extra- ce'Xlular Biol, situated or taking place 
outside the walls of a cell. Extra-chri’stian, 
outside the range of Christian thought ; not to be 
discussed from a Christian point of view. Extra- 
ci'vical, beyond the province or privileges of a 
citizen ; hence Extra-ci*vica!ly adv. Extra- 
clau'stral, living out of a cloister; secular. 
Extra-co'nsteUary Astron., situated outside, 
hence, not classed under, any constellation. Extra- 
co*nstellated ppl. a . = prec. Extra-co’rial [L. 
cori-um hide + -al], pertaining to the outside skin 
or epidermis. Extra-cor po'real , outside the body. 
Extra-co*smical, acting outside the cosmos or 
universe. Extra-cramial Anat., lying or situated 
outside the skull. Extra-ctrrial [f. L. curia 
court of justice], arranged or made outside a 
court of law. Extra-cnta*neoTis, outside the 
skin, outside the true skin as opposed to the epi- 
dermis. Extra-decre*tal, not included in the 
\ Decretals \ Extra - essential, not included 
in the essence of some thing; hence Extra-es- 
se’ntially adv. Extra-Eu*ropean, not found in 
Europe. Extra-folia*ceous Bot., without or ex- 
ternal to the leaf. Extra-fo*rmal, beyond or away 
from the strict form ; informal. Extra- gala *ctic 
Astron outside the galaxy or Milky-way. Extra- 
governme’ntal, beyond the province or proper 
course of government. Extra-gramma’tical (see 
quot.). Extra-histo’ric, situated outside or be- 
yond the sphere of history; also Extra~Msto*rical. 
Extra-hu man, outside the human race, or the 
conditions of human life. Extra-humdredal, 


not included in any hundred, Extra-indu’ctive, 
beyond the province of, or unattainable by, induc- 
tion. Extra-intelle*ctaal, beyond the reach of, 
or imperceptible by, the intellect. Extra-juda*ical, 
outside the conditions of the Jewish dispensation. 
Extra-ju*gal, beyond, or not harnessed to, the 
yoke. Bxtra-jirral [f. L. jur-, jus law + -al] 
(see quot). Extra-le'gal, beyond the province 
of law; not regulated by law. Extra-li‘mital 
[L. limit-em, limes + -al], beyond the limits of a 
country or district. Extra-li'mitary, situated 
beyond the limit or bounds. + Extra-lrneal, 
beyond or off the line of rectitude. Extra-lo*gi- 
cal, lying beyond the legitimate domain of logic; 
hence Extra-lo*gically adv. + Extra-mari’ne, 
of or pertaining to what is beyond the sea ; from 
beyond the sea. Extra-ma’trlcal [L. mdtric-em , 
matrix (see Matrix) + -al], situated outside the 
matrix or receptacle of a parasitical plant. Extra - 
matrimo*n.iaX, outside of matrimonial relations. 
Extra-me’dial, lying outside or beyond the mid- 
dle line. Extra-meri*dional Astron., of or per- 
taining to deviation from the meridian. Extra- 
metaphysical, outside the sphere of metaphysical 
enquiry. Extra-me*trical, exceeding the number 
of feet or syllables proper to a metre ; = Hyperme- 
trical. Extra-metropolitan, situated outside 
the metropolitan boundary. Extr a-national , 
outside the limits of a nation. Extra-na*tural 
[L. extrdndturdlis unnatural], outside the opera- 
tion of natural laws. Extra-iru. ‘clear, placed 
outside the nucleus of a cell. Extra-o'cular, 
situated or occurring outside the eyes. Extra- 
offi*cial, outside the legitimate duties or emolu- 
ments of an office. Extra-o’rbital Zool., situated 
outside the orbit or eye -cavity (of a crustacean) ; 
hence, Extra-o - rbitalIy adv, Extra-paremtal, 
occurring outside the body of the parent, Extra- 
patria*rchal, outside the conditions of the patri- 
archal dispensation. Extra-peritone'al, ‘outside 
the peritoneum* (Syd. Soc. Lex . 1884). Extra- 
physical, not subject to physical laws or methods. 
Extra-pla*netary, beyond the region of the 
planets' movements. Extra-popular, outside or 
independent of the people ; not drawn from the 
ranks of the people. Extra-profe’ssional, (a) of 
persons : out of the ranks of a profession ; (b) of 
things : outside the course of professional duties. 
Extra-red, said of rays outside the visible spec- 
trum at its red extremity ; also ultra-red. Extra- 
re'gralar, outside of, or transgressing the rule ; in 
addition to what is regular ; hence. Extra-re* gu- 
larly adv. Extra-sacerdo*tal, outside or form- 
ing no part of the priesthood. Extra-sci*entific, 
beyond the scope of science, incapable of scientific 
investigation. Extra-scri'ptural, drawn from 
sources outside the Scriptures; hence Extra- 
scripturality. Extra-semsible a. and sb., 
(something that is) beyond the reach of sen- 
suous perception. Extra-se'nsnotis =- prec. 
adj. Extra-spe*ctral, lying outside the visible 
spectrum. Extra-sto*machal, taking place out- 
side the stomach. Extra- syllogi stic, beyond 
the scope of, or irreducible to, a syllogism. Extra- 
ta'bular, not contained in a table or list of weights, 
etc. Extra-tellu-rian, beyond or away from the 
earth. Extra-tellu*ric, outside or not found 
among the constituent elements of the earth. 
Extra-te mporal, outside of, or forming no part 
of, the sequence of time. Extra-terrene, Extra- 
terrestrial =* existing or originating outside 
the earth or its atmosphere. Extra-the’cal Zool. 
and Bot., situated outside the theca. Extra- 
thei stic, beyond the range of theism ; indepen- 
dent of theistic inquiry. Extra-to*rrid, existing 
outside the torrid zone. Bxtra-tr opical, existing, 
situated, or taking place outside the tropics. Extra- 
nniveTsity, of or pertaining to matters outside 
the university. Extra- trrban, beyond or outside 
the walls of a city. Extra-n*terine, existing, 
formed, or taking place outside the uterus. Extra- 
violet Optics, said of rays outside the visible 
spectrum at its violet extremity. Extra-zo&racal 
Astron ,, situated outside the zodiac. Also Extra- 
judicial, Extra-mural, etc, 

1878 T. Bryant Pract . Sitrg. (1879) II. 245 The ♦extra- 
acinous infiltrations of the same cells. 1877 Huxley Anat. 
Inv. Anim. xi. 644 The *extra-alimentary tissues. 3846 
Grote Greece (1862) I.xvi. 342 The ^'extra-analogical features 
of the stories. 1880 Vern. Lee Belcaro i. 12 Those foreign, 
♦extra-artistic, irrelevant interests. 1871 Herschel in 
Month. Nat. XXXI. 169 Evidence not to be refused of its 
♦extra-atmospheric origin. 1851 Ogilvie, * Exira-axillar. 
1829 Loudon Encycl. Plants 433 Flowers solitary, axillary, 
or ♦extra-axillary, but more frequently terminating. 1882 
Tines Sachs’ Bot. 490 A few cases of .. extra-axillary branch- 


ing, sy7© Pennant Zool. IV. 87 Catalogue of the European 
Quadrupeds, Birds, and Reptiles *Extra-Britannic. x 866 
Carlyle E. Irving 122 At the southern *extra-burghal park 
of Kirkcaldy. 1831 W. H. Mill Christa-saugltd (1842) 
Pref. p. xxvii. The *extra-canonical books of Tobit and 
Judith. 1877 C. Geikie Christ xlix. 1 1879 ' 5^5 He was inti- 
mately familiar . . with the honored extra-canonical writings. 
1885 E. R. Lankester in Encycl. Brit. XIX. 849/2 ♦Extra- 
capsular protoplasm. 1862 A thenxum 1 Nov. 555 Those who 
would muzzle the clergyman in his literary inquiries and his 
♦extra-cathedral life. 1867 J. Hogg Microsc. n. i. 258 This 
process of a new formation begins in the *extracellular fluid. 
3876 tr. Wagner's Gen. Pathol. 154 Coloring matter . . passes 
out of the capillaries free or extra-cellular. 1870 Huxley 
Lay Serm. xiv. 375 Science and philosophy . . are neither 
Christian, or Unchristian, but are *Extrachristian . . I at- 
tempted to give you some vision of this Extrachristian 
world. j8os W. Taylor in Monthly Rev. XII. 500 Those 
men . . were proceeding ♦extra-civically perhaps, but surely 
with sound patriotism. 3889 R. L. Poole Wy clip’s DeOff. 
Reg. 312 marg.y The status of the ♦extraclaustrai clergy 
instituted by Christ is the most perfect. 3823 Crabb Technol. 
Did. I, * Extra-const diary stars . i860 in W orcester, and 
in mod. Diets. 3730-6 Bailey, ♦ Extra-constellated. 184a 
Prichard Nat. Hist. Man 80 All these varieties have their 
seat [in] the ♦extracorial or. exodermal structure. 1865 
Grote P//z^II.xxiv.2i8 Its prior ♦extra-corporeal existence. 
Ibid. I. i. 158 He did not proclaim his Nous to be a power- 
ful ♦extra-cosmical Architect. 1884 Syd. Soc. Lex,, * Extra- 
cranial. 3887 S. Sexton in Amer. Ann. Deafi July 153 
The hearing organ in man has both an intracranial and an 
extracranial origin. 1882 B. Leech in Contemp. Rev. Mar. 
473 Those ♦extra-curial settlements, without which the Act 
will prove a complete legislative failure. 184a Prichard 
Nat. Hist. Man 77 The varieties in the colour of the body, 
and the texture of the inner and outer integuments, depend 
on the organisation of parts, which are in one sense ♦extra- 
cutaneous. 1563 87 Foxe A.fyM.i 150 6) 5/1 *Extradecretal 
& extravagant constitutions. 3666 Boyle Grig. Formes 
# Qua/., Tis ♦extra-essential to the^Form that is said to 
be previous. 3676 Glanvill Ess. vii. 25 They perswaded 
modestly in all extraessential doctrines. 3823 De Quin- 
cey Wks. (1863) XIII. so note. Something extra-essential 
in the philosophy, a 3652 J. Smith Sel. Disc. iv. 
112 They ought to judge of things as they are in their 
own naked essences, ana not with respect to that ■which 
♦extra-essentially adheres to them. 1826 Kirby & Sp, 
Eniomol. III. 42 Neither can it be affirmed of ♦extra- 
European species. 1793 Martyn Lang. Bot., Extrafolia- 
cese stipulse. ♦Extrafohaceous stipules. 3829 Loudon En- 
cycl. Plants 147 Prickles two, extra-foliaceous. 3884 in 
Syd. Soc. Lex. 3833 Sir W. Hamilton Discuss. (3852)140 
The distinction of the enthymeme through the *extraformal 
character of its premises. 1851 Nichol Archit. Heav. no 
An ♦extra-galactic phenomenon. 3870 Proctor Other 
Worlds xi. 264 The scattered stars of very low magnitudes 
in the extragalactic heavens. 1866 A. L. Perry Elem. Pol. 
Econ. (1873) 515 [It] is as pitiful on the one side as it is 
♦extra-governmental on the other. 3873 Earle Philol. Eng. 
Tongue § 203 A group. ,*extra-grammatical. .in the sense 
that they do not enter into the grammatical construction. 
3846 Grote Greece 1. iv. I. in They included elements 
human and historical as well as elements divine and ♦extra- 
historical. Ibid, u i, I. 1 Various monstrous natures, ultra- 
human and ♦extra-human, who cannot with propriety be 
called gods. 1864 Maine A nc. Law i. (3876) 12 Supposing an 
extra-human interposition. 3877 Morley Crit. Misc . Ser. 
n. 332 His conditions are wholly extra-human. 2875 Stubbs 
Const. Hist. I. xi. 402 note, A manor of ancient demesne 
was ♦extra-hundredal. 1856 Dove Logic Chr. Faith v. i. 
§ 1. 246 The idea of mind is *extra-inductive. 1885 Life J. 
Hinton vi. 118 It is *extra-intellectual as the ‘line' is extra- 
sensuous. 1838 Gladstone Homer II. 6 The vestiges of 
extra-patriarchal and *extra-judaical relations between God 
and man are undeniable. 1782 Pownall Antiquities 259 
We read in Homer, in the case of Achilles’ chariot, of an 
additional *extrajugal horse. 2875 Poste Gaius iv. Comm, 
(ed. 2) 516 ♦Extra-jural or outside the court. 2644 Hunton 
Find. Treat. Monarchy be, 65 It concernes only., their 
Absolute, ♦extra-legali Will ; not their Authority. 1806 W, 
Taylor in Ann. Rei*. IV. 239 The extra-legal perpetuation 
of authority. 1871 Freeman Hist. Ess. Ser. i. xii. 384 The 
word ‘ Government .has come to be applied to this extra- 
legal body. 2889 Spectator 12 Oct. 465/2 The legal and 
extra-legal expenditure . . for election purposes. 3874 Coues 
Birds N.-W. 45 The ♦extralimital quotations to the south- 
ward are very numerous.. 1883 Nature XXVII. 221 Other 
species . .and hybrids, which are extra-limital, or may sooner 
or late® be found straying into Switzerland. 2820 T. Mitchell 
Aristoph. I. 73 note, The Megarians. .had cultivated some 
sacred ♦extralimitary land, 1847 in Craig. 1691 Norris 
Pract. Disc. 254 He [the sinner] chooses by ♦'extra-lineal 
motions to violate the Sacred interest of Society. 1833 Sir 
W. Hamilton Discuss. (1852) 239 The two books of the 
Prior Analytics [Aristotle’s], .are swelled with ♦extralogical 
discussions. 1864 Bowen Logic ix. 269 The consideration 
of Fallacies is. extralogical. a 1856 Sir W. Hamilton 
(Ogilv.), A universal quantification of the predicate in 
affirmatives has been frequently recognized , .♦extralogically. 
1622 Woodall Surg. Mate Wks. (1653) 20* Medicinal! sub- 
ject, of heathen production, and ♦extramarine importation. 
1884 Bower & Scott De Bary's Phaner. % Ferns 383 In 
Cuscuta the ♦extramatrical portion is very little developed. 
2821 W. Taylor in Monthly Mag. XXXII. 218 Does not 
Christianity expresslydeclare against all ♦extra-matrimonial 
gratification ? 2852 Dana Crust. 247 The praemedial and 
♦extramedial [areolets] are usually coalescent. 3833 Her- 
schel Astron. ii.90 If it [the pole star] pass from one to the 
other apparent culmination in unequal intervals of time, it 
is equally certain that an ♦extra-meridional error must exist. 
2856 Dove Logic Chr, Faith v. L §1. 244 The hypothesis 
itself . . is ♦extra-metaphysical. 3863 Clarke & Glover 
Shahs. Wks, I. xviii, Of another practice, .making a line end 
with two unaccented ** extrametricai ’ syllables. 2885 Law 
Times LXXIX. 253/2 This Act . . only concerned ♦extra- 
metropolitan local boards, 2864 Kingsley Rom. <$* Teut. vui. 
(1875) 201 Out of a political fact, arose the ♦extra-national. . 
position. 1794 J . W illi ams Crying Ep. 55 note. This . . ♦extra- 
natural Statesman. 1876 Huxley Lect. Evolut. in Cycl. Sc. 
(1883) I. 607 .There may have been a time when . . extra- 
natural agencies interfered with the general course of N ature. 
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*®®7 £?♦ Jrnl. Microsc. Sc. XXVIII. g6 The *extranuclear 
network (intracellular) is apparently of the same nature as 
the intranuclear, since the two have been shown to be con- 
tinuous in many cells. 1826 Kirby & $p. Entom. (18281 III. 
xxxiv. 513 In Nepa the antennae may be called *extraocular. 
1875 H. Walton Dis. Eye 768 Complications of cataract 
with extra-ocular disease. 1797 Monthly Rev. XXII. 240 
Mr. Robinson.. must excuse us from attention to *extra- 
official matters. 1826 Miss Mitford Village Ser. n. (1863) 
332 Many a job, extra-official, hath he turned his hand to. 
1852 Dana C rust. 373 The arm proiects. .beyond the *extra- 
orbital spine. 1870 Rollestgn A mm. Life 3 The duct of 
the *extraorbitally-placed portion. 1864 Athenamm No. 
1920. 215/3 The individuality of the butterfly is . . perfect 
through all these visible and ^extra-parental metamor- 
phoses. 1858 Gladstone Homer II. 6 In ..^extra-patri- 
archal . % relations. 1836 Todd Cycl. Anal. I. 19/2 The 
viscera intra-peritoneal and *extra-peritoneal. 1822 [G. 
Grote] Anal Infl.Nat. Relig. 109 Applications for *extra- 
physical guidance. 1869 Phipson tr. Guillemin's Sun 77 
The aphelion distance of the comet of 1844. . is lost in *extra- 
planetary space. 1847 Grote Greece 1. xxxi. IV. 211 An 
^extra-popular or privileged few. 1856 Ibid. n. xciv. XII. 
358 A greater and a less measure of extra-popular authority. 
1799 Beddoes C out rib. Phys. <$• Med. JCnowL In trod. 
jo The leisure of the *extra professional members. 1849 
Grote Greece 11. Ixviii. (1862) VI. 129 No extra-professional 
person thinks of contesting the decision of a surgeon. 18. . 
Med. Repos. (Ogilv.), These studies were exrraprofessional. 
xS6o Tyndall Glac. n. vi. 254 Water then absorbs all the 
*extra red rays of the sun. 1649 Jer. Taylor Gt. Exemp. 
Pref. r 24 An *extraregular . . punishment. 1678 Lively 
Orac. ii. § 53. 258 Men. .set up new extraregular Courts of 
Justice. 1739 j. Trapp Right, over-much (1758) 34 These 
extra-regular novelists. 1649 Jer. Taylor Gt. Exemp. in. 
xiv. 21 *Extraregularly . . holy persons have miscarried in 
battle. 183.4 I. Taylor Spir. Despot. Hi. 95 An *extra- 
sacerdotal class, namely that of the prophets. 1874 H. R. 
Reynolds John B apt. v. § 2. 325 It may be pronounced 
transcendental, or ^extra-scientific. 1825 Coleridge Aids 
Reft* (1848) I. 144 Each of these *extra-scriptural ar- 
ticles of faith. 1875 E.^ White Life in Christ iv. xxvi. 
(1S78) 416 We should bring forward some extra-scriptural 
evidence of the recognition of the doctrine. 1842 G. S. 
Faber Provinc. Lett. (1844) II. 48 That congeries of*Extra- 
scripturalities and Unscripturalities which characterised 
the fourth century. . 1874 Lewes Prob. Life Mind II. 
iv. $ 85 The distinction . . between the conception of atoms 
as *extrasensibles and the conception of them as conve- 
nient fictions. 1883 Life J. Hinton vi. 118 * Extra-sen- 
suous. 1849 Mrs. Somerville Connex. Phys. Sc. xxiv. 
236 There are three ^extra-spectral lines beyond the red. 
xS3i Darwin Earthworms 4, I am not aware of any 
other case of *extra-stomachal digestion. 1853 H. Spencer 
Princ. Psychol. fiQ? 2) II, vi. viii, 99 Simple deliverances 
of reason . . having the highest degree of certainty, which 
are entirely *extra-syUogistic. 1780 Kirwan 111 Phil 
Trans. LXXXI. 29 'I he ^extra-tabular proportions are to 
be sought in the manner already shewn. 1881 19/A Cent. 
455 Divine beings and *extra-tellurian life. 2868 Loot ye r 
Heavens (ed. 3) 197 The *extra-telluric matters of which 
the meteor was composed. # 1865 Grote Plato I. i. 22 
note , In the Platonic Parmenides we find to . . an 

■^extra-temporal moment. 1863 De Quincey Ceylon Wks. 
XL 10 A local.. upon our earth, and not in some *extra- 
terrene orb. 2868 Lockyer Heavens (ed. 3) 188 Bodies 
situated in the *extra-terrestrial regions. 188 z Nature 
XXVII. 173 The oblique direction of the meteor .. is an- 
other evidence of its extra-terrestrial origin, 1856 Lind- 
say Brit . Lichens 70 The spores, .sometimes appear naked, 
or *extrathecal. 1887 G. H. Fowler in Q. Jrnl Microsc. 
Sc : XXVIII. 7 By far the greatest thickness of the coral is 
laid down .. by the calicoblasts of the extra-thecal part of 
the polyp. 2882 G. J- Romanes in Nature XXIV, 429 It 
is neither theistic nor atheistic ; it is simply *extra-theistic. 
1852 Dana Crust. 11. 1510 The/*extra-torrid species belong 
almost exclusively to the Mediterranean. 1783 Blagden 
in Phil. Trans . LXXIII. 368 The cold,. abated 20 or 30 
degrees, .no greater alteration than frequently takes place 
in most *extratropical climates. X830 Lindley Nat. Syst. 
Bot. 232 Verbascum is wholly extratropical. X862 Dana 
Man. Geol. 615 The cold extratropical currents that flow 
towards the equator. 1887 Pall Mall G. 30 Nov. 4/1 ^Ex- 
tra university experience. 1773 Gentl. Mag. XLIII. 634 
^Extra-urban cemeteries. 1709 J. Yonge in Phil. Trans . 
XXVI. 428 *Extra-uterine Embryo’s have been sometimes 
found. 1803 Edin. Rev. I. 498 An extra-uterine gestation 
had there taken place. 1863 Tyndall Heat xii. (1870) 409 
The pile was caused to pass successively through positions 
corresponding to the various colours of the spectrum, and to 
its * extra-violet rays. 1686 Goad Celest. Bodies 11. xiv. 344 
%*$ Opposition kindles it in the Asterism *Extrazodiacal, 
1869 J. Martineau Ess. II. 359 Stellar spheres, seen from 
an extrazodiacal position. 

+ 2. Comb, of L. extra adv., with sense * in an 
external condition \ Obs. 

17x3 A. Collier Clavis Univ Introd.(i836) 6 My enquiry 
is not concerning the Existence, but altogether of the Extra- 
existence of certain things. 

Esrtract (ekstrirkt) , ppl. a. [ad. L. extraci-us, 
pa. pple. of extrahire to Extract.] Extracted ; 
in various senses of the vb. 
fl. pa. pple. a. Taken out, obtained out of 
something, b. Derived (from a source), descended 
(from an ancestry"), c. Distracted, taken out of 
one’s wits ; cf. Extraught 2, Extracting ppl. a. 

a. 15x5 Barclay Egloges iv. (1576! C vj/2 To sing one 
ballade extract of sapience. x6xo Markham Masterp. 1. 
civ. 206 Oyles extract out of wood or mettals 'will last long. 
a 1626 Bacon Max. Uses Com. Law iii. (16301 13 The 
leasee by implication shall have the warren discharged and 
extract during his lease. : 

b- 1483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 425/3 Saynt ngoberte. .was 
extract or come out of the moste excellent lygnage. 1525 
Ld. Berners Froiss. II. clxxxi. [clxxvii]. 551 He was ex- 
tracte by his mother syde of a duke of Bretayne. 1603 
Holland P lut arch's Mor. 1024 The Sun. .is the very issue 
extract from that Good, a x 04* Bp. Mountagu Acts $ 


Mon. (1642) 233 Herod was. .originally a Jew, extract from 
them who, upon the Edict of Cyrus, returned at the first 
time, .to Jerusalem. 

C. 2608 Hist. Hamblet ii. Ciijb, To try if men of great 
account bee extract out of their wits. 

2, ppl. a. Drawn or taken out. Now only in 
Extract decree .Scots Law ; cf. Extract v. 2 c). 

2643 T. Goodwin Child of Light 195 Theoriginall . . is more 
authenticall then extract copies. 1708 J. Philips Cyder 11. 
65 Stor’d with Streams Egregious, Rum and Rice’s Spirit 
extract. 1836 Act 19-20 Viet. c. 56 § 35 marg., Sheriff may 
seize Books of Crown Debtor under Extract Decree. 2862 
W. Bell Diet. Law Scot. 373/2 The form and execution of 
extract decrees. 

[Extract e*kstrcekt), sb. [In senses 1-3 ad. L. 
extract-um, neut. pa. pple. of extrahere ' to Ex- 
tract. In sense 5 repr. L. extract a, fem. pa. pple., 
used subst. in Eng. Law ( = AF. estrete : see Es- 
treat). In sense 6 perh. formed in Eng. on 
Extract v. ; cf. however OF. e sir ait e in same 
sense.] 

I. f 1, gen. Something drawn or taken out 
of a thing ; also fig. the ‘ pith * of a matter. Obs. 

1570 Levins Manip. 6/20 An Extracte, extrnctum. 1597 
Hooker Eccl. Pol. v. lvi. <1611} 307 The words of Adam., 
‘flesh of my flesh, and bone of my bones,’ a true native 
extract out of mine owne bodie. 1603 Camden Rent. 740 
heading i Allusions', I will now present vnto you a few 
extracts out^ of names. 1631 N. Bacon Disc. Govt. Eng. 
11. xiii. 116 The extract of all is, that he [Duke of Hertford] 
was chosen by the People and Parliament then sitting. 

2. 4 The substance extracted ; the chief parts 
drawn from anything ’ (J.) ; in mod. use ‘ a phar- 
maceutical term applied to the tough or viscid 
matter obtained by treating any substance with 
solvents and then evaporating the solvent ’ (Watts). 
Also loosely u.^ed for any preparation containing 
the active principle of a substance in a concen- 
trated form. 

1590 Marlowe 2nd PL Tamburl. iv, ii. An ointment . . 
Distilled from the . . simplest extracts of all minerals. 1605 
Timme Quersit. in. 282 One scruple of the extract of be- 
tonie. 1636 H. More Entkus. Tri g This intoxicating 
Potion is made of the extract of certain hearbs. 2712 tr. 
Pomet's Hist. Drugs I. 28 Schroder makes an Extract of it 
with. .Water. 1811 A. T. Thomson Loud. Disp. (1818) 617 
In preparing all kinds of extracts, evaporate the fluid as 
quickly as possible. 2875 H. C. Wood Tkerap. (2879) 18 
Fluid extracts are very concentrated fluid preparations. 
1884 Syd. Soc. Lex., Extract of beef. Mod. Advt. , With 
Malt or Meat Extract an Ideal Diet for Infants. 

fig. 1645 Quarles Sol Recant, vii. 34 Wisdom’s th’ extract 
of knowledge. 1677 Gilpin Dxmonol. (1867).! 2 Not only is he 
[Satan] wicked, out the spirit arid, extract of wickedness. 
2818 Tas. Mill Brit. India II. iv. ix. 299 Englishmen con- 
sider English law as the pure extract of reason. 2847 L. 
Hunt Men, Women , $ B. II. iii. 45 A specimen of the 
volatile-extract of Steele. 

t b. = Extractive B sb. 2 . Obs. 

1807 T. Thomson Chem. (ed. 3) II. 354 Besides tannin, 
extract must be present in this precipitate. 1810 Henry 
Elem.Chem, (1840MI. 188 Vegetable Extract or Extractive 
. . is . , of a brownish colour, and generally of a bitterish 
taste. 1813 Sir H. Davy Agric. Chem. iii. (1814) 85 Extract 
or the extractive principle exists in almost all plants . . it 
seems to be composed principally of hydxogene, oxygene, 
carbon and a little azote. 

c. transf. (See qnot.). 

1879 Cassells Techn . Educ. IV. 261/r The latter [cotton in 
worn-out fabrics] is destroyed by a chemical process, leav- 
ing the wool intact, which is then called ‘ extract 

+ 3. A summary; an outline. Obs. Cf. Fr. ex- 
trait, It. estratto. 

1549 Chaloner Erasmus on Folly G iij b, Let us draw on 
the other side . . the extract of a man of wisedome. 2603 
Bacon Adv. Learn, n. vi. § 1 They supposed the world to 
bee the Image of God, and man to be an extract or com- 
pendious Image of the World. 1625 — Ess., Studies (Arb.) 
11 Some Bookes . , may be read by Deputy, and Extracts 
made of them by Others. 1656-81 Blount Glossogr., Ex- 
tract., a. breviate or abridgement. 

4. A passage copied out of a book, manuscript, 
etc. ; an excerpt, quotation. 

2 666 Pepys Diary 31 July, [He] brought me up this ex- 
tract out of the Flanders letters to day come. 2707 Floyer 
Physic. Pulse-Watch 337 To gratifie the Curiosity of In- 
genious Inquirers, I made the following Extract. 1803 
Med. Jrnl. X. 142 These extracts are long. 2872 Ray- 
mond Statist. Mines <£ Mining 192 These extracts, .might 
be still further multiplied. 

transf 2827 Lytton Pelham xii. There was, indeed, a 
motley congregation; country esquires ; extracts from the 
universities ; half-pay officers, etc. 

5 . Law. t&. = Estreat sb. (cbs.). b. Sc. Law 
(see quot. 1861 ). 

a. 2670 Blount Law Did., Extracts. See Estreats. 

b. 2606 Ad of Council in Sc. Ads 23 Jos. VI, c. 19 
Common and ordinarie Extracts, for every sheet extracted, 
xiii. sh. ini. d. 1861 W. Bell Did. Law Scot. 374/1 Ex- 
tract. The term extract, in the law of Scotland, signifies 
either the proper written evidence, or warrant on which 
diligence or execution on a judicial decree may issue ; or It 
signifies a copy, authenticated by the proper officer, of a 
deed, writing, or other entry, the principal of which, either 
is in a public record, or a transcript of which, taken from 
the principal, has been preserved in a public record* 2868 
Act 31-2 Viet. c. 100. §68 If no Appeal shall have been 
taken, the Clerk of the Court may give out the Extract. 

f II. 0. == Extraction 5 . Obs. Cf. OF. ex- 
iraite. 

1630 B. Tonson New Inn 1. v, She shews her extract, and 
I honour her for it. 2692 Wood Ath. Oxon. II. 722 He 


was a Scot born, or at least of Scotch extract, a 2734 
North Exam . 1. iii. (1740) 223 Every Soul, who gets to be 
rich, immediately enquires into his. Extract. 2796 Morse 
Amer. Geog. I. 344 note. The first child of European extract, 
born in New England. 

Extract (ekstrceLt), v. [f. L. extract- ppl. 
stem o ( extra here, f. ex - out + trahere to draw. Cf, 
Fr. ext mire.] To draw out, 

1. trans. In general sense : c To draw out of any 
containing body or cavity ’ (J.). 

Now only with some notion of one or other of the more 
specific senses. 

2370 Levins Manip. 6/25 To Extract, extrahere. 2603 
Shaks. Meas. for M. 111. ii. 50 Is there none of Pigmalions 
Images, .to bee had now, for putting the hand in the pocket, 
and .extracting [it] clutch’d ? 2684 T. Burnet Th. Earth 

I. vii. 83 If these waters were any way extracted and laid 
upon the surface of the ground, nothing would be gain’d as 
to the Deluge by that. 

2. 4 To take from something of which the thing 
taken was a part ’ (J.). 

1634 Sir T. Herbert Trav. 56 They had whole moun* 
taines. of excellent blacke marble out of which the 
Imperiall Palace was extracted and cut out. 2667 Milton 
P. L. viii. 497 I now see .. my self Before me; woman is 
her Name, of Man Extracted. 2818 Cruise Digest (ed. 2) 
III. 258 Freeholders; whose estates were afterwards ex- 
tracted out of the demesnes of the manor. 

b. esp. To copy out (a passage in a book, etc.); 
also, to make extracts from (a book). 

2607 TovsEix Four-f. Beasts (1673) 266 Finding nothing of 
substance in him [Gesner] which is not .. extracted .. by 
them. 2734 Swift Drapier's Lett, iv, I have thought 
it proper to extract out of that Pamphlet a few of these 
notorious Falsehoods. 2798 Ferriar Illustr. Sterne ii. 
43, I extract the following passages as specimens. 2838-9 
Hallam Hist. Lit. I. iii. 1. §8. 149 The treatise was .. 
abridged, extracted and even turned into verse. 1833 
Bain Senses Ini. 11. iv. § rs It will be convenient to ex- 
tract entire the section devoted to this subject. 

c. Sc. Law . To take out a copy of (a recorded 
judgement) with a view to execution. Also f To 
extract forth. Cf. Estreat v. 

1597 Sc. Acts Jas. VI, 177b, Collected .. and extracted 
fborth of the Bukes and Register of the Actes of Parlia- 
ment. 1606 [see Extract sb. 5 b]. 2682 Colvil Whigs Snp- 
plic. {1751) 94 He forg’d records, and them enacted To bear 
false witness, when extracted. 1752 J. Louthian Form of 
Process App. (ed. 2) 266 The Expence of extracting the 
Protestation. 1837 Lockhart Scott xx, The subalterns, who 
. . recorded and extracted the decrees of the Supreme Court. 
1868 Act 31-32 Vid. c. 100 §57 Notwithstanding that the 
Interlocutor of the Lord Ordinary may have been extracted 
and put to Execution. 

absol. 2752 Act Sederunt 4 Jan. heading, Prohibition by 
the Lords against Agents to extract, or Extractors to agent. 

3. To get out (the contents of anything) by force, 
effort, or contrivance; to take out (anything em- 
bedded or firmly fixed). Often with reference to 
surgical operations, dentistry, and the like- 

1628 Wither Brit. Rentemb, 219 Upon Argeir we had a 
faire designe That much extracted from our silver mine, 
2695 Woodward Nat. Hist. Earth iv. (2723) 215 The., 
mineral Matter . ..is ... so diffused . . amongst the crasser 
matter . . that ’twould never be possible to separate and 
extract it. 2732 Arbuthngt Rules of Diet 428 The Stone 
in the Bladder is. ,a mortal Disease, if not extracted. 1767 
Gooch Treat. Wounds 1. 210 After many fruitless attempts 
to extract an arrow. 2794 S. Williams Vermont 190 One 
of these customs, was that of extracting their beards by the 
roots. 2807-26 S. Cooper First Lines Surgery ted. 5) 158 
Army surgeons .. always .. extract the ball as soon as 
possible. 1834 M edwin Angler in Wales II. 112 One of 
the best. . anglers in England . , had only been able to extract 
three of its inhabitants. 1841 Lane Arab. Nts. I. 80 He 
took out a knife, and picked at the lead until he extracted 
it from the bottle, 1878 L. P. Meredith Teeth 127 
Fractures in attempts to extract teeth, often expose the pulp* 

b. fig . ; esp. to draw forth (a confession, money, 
etc.! against a person’s will. 

*599 N ashe Lenten Stuffe Wks. 1883-^ V. 297 And there 
[by torture] eyther tear him limbe from limbe, but hee will 
extract some capitall confession from him. 1670 Marvell 
Corr. cl. Wks. 1872-5 II. 328, 1 had writ sooner could I have 
extracted out of Sir Philip., any thing which I thought 
material!. 1765 H. Walpole Otranto v. (1798) 78 He used 
every insinuating.. argument to extract her consent. 2823 
Hone Every-day Bk. I. jii6 He had extracted the last 
extractable halfpenny. 2833 Hr. Martineau Three -Ages 
iii, 93 Nothing could be extracted from him relative to his 
former associates, 2860 Tyndall Glac. 1. xvi. 108, I. .tried 
to extract some direct encouragement from him. 

4. To obtain (constituent elements, juices, etc.) 
from a thing or substance by suction, pressure, 
distillation, or any chemical or mechanical opera- 
tion. Said both of personal and material agents. 
f Also intr. for refit, (obs. rare). 

2394 Plat Jewell-ko., Chem. Concl 3 The maner of draw- 
ing, or extracting of the oiles out of hearbes. 2626 Bacon 
Sylva § 645 Out of the Ashes of all Plants they extract a 
Salt, which they vse in Medicines. 2642 French Distill 
i. (1651I 33 Let the Spirit extract in digestion till no more 
feces fall to the bottom. 1667 Milton P. L. v. 25 How the 
Bee Sits on the Bloom extracting liquid sweet. 2799 G. 
Smith Laborat. I. 97 Distil them with water.. till all the 
spirits are extracted. 2826 J. Smith Panorama Sc. $ Art 

II. 444 Filter the liquor, wash the sediment with water, 
till it ceases to extract any thing. 1853 Soyer Pautropk. 
13 1 When the cook wanted to extract the salt, he first boiled 
the meat well in milk. 2873 lire's Did, Arts III. 2146 
The skins being present, the wine which is in process of 
formation extracts tannic acid from the skins. 

absol 2652 BrGGS New Disp.irjg You labour, .in extract- 
ing after the manner introduc’d by Neotericks. 


EXTBACTABLE, 

b. fg. ; esp. to obtain (comfort, pleasure, happi- 
ness) from a specified source; also, to draw out 
(the sense of anything) ; to deduce (a doctrine, 
principle, right, etc.). 

1596 Davies Orchestra ciii, He [Love] first extracted 
from th” earth-mingled mind That heau'nly fire, or quint- 
essence diuine. 1599 Shaks. Hen. V , , 11. ii. iox May it be 
possible, that forraigne hyer Could out of thee extract one 
sparke of euili ? 1719 Young Busirls iv. i, To see us act like 
prudent men. And out of ills extract our happiness. 1775 
Johnson Tax. no Tyr. 44 No general right can be extracted 
from them [the charters]. 1790 Morse A mer. Geog, I. 317 
note, In whatever situation he was placed he [Franklin] ex- 
tracted something^ useful for himself or others. 1863 Geo. 
Eliot Romola 1. iii, [He] means to extract the utmost pos- 
sible amount of pleasure . . out of this life. 1890 Ld. Esher 
in Law Times Re Jr. LXIII. 693/2 It is sought by this 
defendant to extract from that case this doctrine, that, etc. 
I 5 . Math. To extract the root of a number or 
quantity : to obtain the root by a mathematical 
process. Also f To extract (a quantity ) : to find 
the root of. 

1571 Digges Pantom. ir. xxii. Pij, From the quotient 
thereof, .ex tracte the quadrate roote. 1676 Glanvill Ess. 
iii. 13 The Method of Extracting Roots in the most nume- 
rous ./Equations. 1751 Chambers Cycl. s.v. Extraction, 
To extract tlie root out of a given power, is the same thing 
as, etc. 1827 Hutton Course Math. I. 86 Mixed numbers 
may be . . extracted by the first or second rule. Ibid. I.. 89 
Extract the cube root of 571482*19. 

6. Occasional uses after Lat. of Fr. 
f a. To take away, withdraw. Obs. 

4*1572 Knox Hist. Ref, Wks. 1846 I. 60 O Lorde, I have 
bene wicked, and justlie may thow extract thy grace from 
me. Ibid. 333 By your faynting, and by extracting of your 
support, the enimeis ar incoraged. 

■f b. Only in passive : To be derived or descended. 
Const, front, of. Obs. Cf. Extraction 5. 

c 1489 Caxton Blanchardyn xxi. 71 He is a man come of 
a grete house and extracted of hyghe parentage. 1577-87 
Holinshed Ckron. I. 95/1 Of the first, the kings of Kent 
were lineallie extracted. 1605 Camden Rem. 13 This 
English tongue extracted out of theolde German, .is mixed. 
1647 Clarendon Hist. Red, 1. (1843) 5/1 The enriching a 
private family (how* well soever originally extracted). 1678 
Wanley Wond. Lit. World v. ii. § 70. 471/2 Michael the 
eighth, .extracted from the Comnenian Emperours. 

to. To ‘derive’, affirm to be derived from a 
specified origin. Obs. 

1634 W. Tirwhyt tr. Balzac’ s Lett. 341 It . . angers me, 
that out of the poorest part of Rhetor! eke received among 
the ancients, they will needes extract all ours. 

Extractable (ekstrce'ktab’l), a. Also 8-9 
-ible. [f. pree. + -able.] 

That may be extracted : a. gen. (cf. esp. senses 
3, 4 of the vb.). b. Of a passage in a book, etc. : 
Suitable for extraction; quotable, c. Sc. Law. 
Of a judgement, etc. : Ready to be copied out for 
execution. 

1675 Grew A nat. Plants Lect. vi. ii. § 2 Their tastable 
parts [are] less easily extractable by the Tongue. 1776 
Bentham Ch. Eng. (1818) 302 The profit extractible out 
of the expense. 1825 [see Extract v. 3 bj. 1835 Blackiv. 
Mag-. XXXVIII. 380 We will now seek a humorous ex- 
tractable passage, 1868 Act 31-32 Viet. c. 100 § 63 The 
Court shall . .pronounce Judgment, .and such Judgment 
shall be extractible in common Form. Ibid. 0.101 § 51 The 
decree for such expenses shall be extractable by the ex- 
tractor of the Court of Session. 1891 Times 13 July 11/3 
The quantity of sugar extractable from the root [of beet]. 

T Extra*ctedly, adv. Obs. rare- 1 , [f. ex- 
tracted, pa. pple. of* Extract v. + -ly 2,] By ex- 
traction or descent. 

a 1641 Bp, Mount agu Acts fy Mon. (1642) 236 He was a 
Romane, though an Israelite extracted^. 

Extracter : see Extractor. 

Extractifbrm (ekstne-ktif^rm), a. [f. mod.L. 
extract-um Extract + -(i)form.] Having the 
nature or appearance of an extract 
i860 in Worcester ; and in later Diets. 

Extracting (ekstrse'ktiq), vbl. sb. [f. Ex- 
tract v . + -ing-I.J The action of tbe vb. Ex- 
tract ; extraction. 

# a 1626 Bacon P.hys % Rem y Wks. 1740 I. 217 The draw- 
ing one metal or mineral out of another which we call 
extracting. 1874 Mahaffy Soc. Life Greece x. 315 An ex- 
tracting of thought from the dormant intellect of a pupil. 

attrib. 1635 Sibbes Souls Confl. (1638} 13 Vapours 
drawne up by the Sun. 4 when the extracting force of the 
Sun leaves them) fall downe again to the earth. 1883 Daily 
News 27 July 2/1 The extracting levers [of these guns] have 
enormous power. 

Extracting, ppl a. [f. as prec. + -ino* 2 J 
X. That extracts (in senses of the vb.). 

1654 Gayton Pleas. Notes iv. ii. 181 Such an hiradinous 
and extracting Lady as Dulcinea. 
f 2 . ? Used for ‘ distracting’. Obs. rare— t . 

\6ot Shaks. Twel. N. v. i. 288 They say poore Gentle- 
man, he's much distract. A most extracting frensie of mine 
owne From my remembrance, clearly banisht' his. 

Extraction (ekstrse-kjbn). [a. Fr. extraction 
(OF. also in semi-popular form estracion ), ad. 
med.L. extractibn-em , n. of action f. L. extrahere : 
see Extract v.] 

1 . The action or process of drawing (something) 
out of a receptacle ; the pulling or taking out (of 
anything) by mechanical means ; f withdrawal or 
removal (of a person) ; ‘an instance of this. 
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1530-1 Act 22 Hen. VIII, c. 14 He.. shal be sufired to 
remayne ...in the same sayntuary, without any extraction 
from the same. 1626 Bacon Sylva § 481 Rew doth prosper 
much .. if it be set by ,a Fig-tree : which . . is caused . . by Ex- 
traction of a contrary Juyce. 1794 Morse A mer. Geog.^ 592 
The extraction of gold [from mines] is neither very laborious 
nor dangerous in Brazil. 1799 Nelson in Nicolas Disp. 
(1845) III, 255, I will not permit the extraction of corn from 
Sicily. 1799 Med. Jrnl. II. 233 The extraction of a foetus 
already dead. *829 S. Cooper Goods Study Med. (fid. 3) 
IV. 238 Extraction [of a cataract] consists in making an 
incision through the cornea . . and letting the lens escape 
through the pupil, 1863 Lyell Antiq. Mari 14 The long 
bones, .broken, .to allow of the extraction of the marrow. 
1878 L. P. Meredith Teeth 181 The extraction of a tooth 
might not really be the cause of the trouble. 

Jig. 1874 Morley Compromise (1886) 152 The extraction 
of the first and more permanent elements of the old faith, 
to make the purified material of the new, 

fb. The drawing of an inference; a deduc- 
tion. Obs. 

1623 T. Scott Belg. Pismire 12 Here wee finde. . advised. . 
A Conclusion, or profitable extraction from the consultation; 
and be wise. 

2 . a. The action of extracting or copying out (a 
passage) from a book, etc. fb. concr. An ex- 
tracted passage, quotation (^Ar.); — Extract sb. 4. 

1656 Jer. Taylor in Evelyn's Mem. (1857) III. 77> I had 
occasion to use those extractions out of it [Lucretius]. 
1656-81 Blount Glossogr., Extraction .. a breviate or 
abridgement, also a Draughty or Copy. Mod. Much pains 
has been taken in the extraction of illustrative passages. 

3 . The action or process of obtaining (the con- 
stituent elements, juices, etc.) from any substance 
by heat, pressure, etc. Cf. Extract v. 4. Spirit 
of the first extraction : that which comes off at the 
first distillation. 

1605 Timme Quersii. in. 183 Distillation is an extraction 
of a liquor from a body by heate. 1627 Hakewiix Apol. 
in. vii, § 5. 231 Their artificiall extractions, separations, 
and preparations of their medicines. 1701 Luttrell Brief 
Ret. (1857) V. 54 The duty on low wines and spirits of the 
first extraction. 1837 M. Donovan Dom. Econ . II. 265 The 
extraction of the soluble matter of bone. 1868 Rogers Pol. 
Econ. iii. (1876) 19 Greater pains and more labour were 
devoted to the extraction of gold from its ores, 1880 Act 
43-44 Viet. c. 24 §3 ‘Low wines' means spirits of the first 
extraction conveyed into a low wines receiver. 1891 Thorpe 
Diet. Applied Chem., Extraction apparatus. The object of 
extraction is to dissolve out some constituent or constituents 
from a solid, by heating it with a solvent. 

fb. concr. - Extract sb. 2. Obs. 

1594 Plat Jewell- ho., Chem. Cowl , 22 A stifle and drie 
substance, which our Chimistes do call the extraction of the 
hearbe. 1605 B. Jonson Volpone 11. Wks. (Rtldg.) 183/1 
This rare extraction, .hath . . power to disperse all malig- 
nant humours. 1670-98 Lassels Voy. Italy I. 129, I saw 
their still-house where they make excellent extractions and 
cordial waters. 

c. transf and fig. 

1587 Golding De Momay x. 140 As thou hast taken so 
great paines in., bringing things backe againe into their 
first matter j whence commeth it that thy extractions, .haue 
so .. contrarie operations. 1605 Tryall Ckev. n. iii. in Bui- 
len O. PI. (7.88 J III. 296 The pure extraction of all beauty 
Flowes in abundance to my love-sick eye. 1644 Milton 
A reop. ( Arb.) 35 They do preserve, .the purest efficacie and 
extraction of that living intellect that bred them. 

4 . Math. The process or method of extracting 
(the root of a number or quantity). 

1557 Recorde Whetst. C ij, The extraction of rootes [of 
numbers] should go orderly before the arte of Proportions. 
1676 Glanvill Ess. iii. 14 Extraction of Roots (which is a 
species of Division), 1827 Hutton Course Math. I. ,86 Two 
extractions for the 4th root, three for the 8th root, and so 
on. 1867 Todhunter Algebra for Beginners xxx ii. § 287 
We shall then consider, .the extraction of the cube root of 
compound expressions. 

5 . a. Of persons : Origin, lineage, descent. 

e 1477 Caxton Jason 90 Ye he comen of so noble extrac- 
tion of ryal lignage, a 1533 Ld. Berners Huon\v. 186; I 
am com of a noble extraccyon. 1630 Sir S. D’Ewks ,Jml. 
(1783/69 Herself and my lord’s daughter-in-law doe respect 
my wife according to her several noble extractions. 1776 
Gibbon Decl. 4 F. I. 261 The memory of their common 
extraction was perpetuated by barbaric rites. 1878 Glad- 
stone, Prim. Homer 98 Dark hair is a note of the foreigner, 
and of southern extraction. 

fb. Of things : Origin, source. Obs. 

1648 Boyle Seraph. Love i. (7700) 2, I could wish . . that 
the extraction of your freedom may no ways blemish, it. 
1655 Fuller Ch. Hist. v. iii. §31 Well therefore may the 
English, .be ashamed of their Reformation, considering the 
vitious Extraction thereof. 

Hence f Extra*ctionable a., fit or adapted for 
extraction. 

1797 Downing Disord, Homed Cattle 113 A calf, .cannot 
be extracted, .until replaced, .in an extractionable position. 

Extractive (ekstrarktiv), a. and sb. [f. L. 
type extraciiv-us, f, extrahfre (see Extract v.). 
Cf. F. extractif -ive.J 
A. adj. 

fl. Tending to draw out; esp. of a plaster or 
drug having the power , of drawing out (anything 
noxious). Const, of. Obs. 

1599 A. M. tr. Gabelhouers Bk. Physicke 363/2 Then make 
an* extractive Playster spreade with Copperrooste. 1601 
Holland Pliny Il.xqi The common and ordinary Reeds haue 
an extractiue or drawing faculty. 1750 Leonardus' Mirr. 
Stones 23 Of which instruments, the one is hot, digestive, 
and extractive or drying of the humid. 

2 . Pol. Econ. Extractive industry', an industry 


EXTBADICTIONABY. 

(^.agriculture, mining, fisheries, etc.) that is 
concerned with obtaining natural productions. 

1848 Mill Pol. Econ. 1. ii. § 3 Labour employed in pro- 
ducing materials, on which industry is to be afterwards 
employed, .is, in many cases, a labour of mere appropria- 
tion; extractive industry, as it has been aptly termed by 
M. Dunoyer. x883 Scot. Leader 9 Apr. 5 Land used for the 
purposes of extractive industry. *890 Harper's Mag. Nov. 
921/x They too abound.. in what the French call the ex- 
tractive industries. 

3 . Capable of being extracted ; of tbe nature of 
an extract. Cf. Extract sb. 2. Extractive prin- 
ciple: see quot. 1875. 

1789 J, Keir Diet. Chem. 27 Jx Distillation frees the acid 
from much of this extractive substance. 1796 Kirwan 
Manures (1802) 53 He found x lb. of it [a soil] to contain 
from 20 to 30 grains of extractive matter. 1816 Accu,w 
Chem. Tests u8r8) 186 Separating the extractive acid, and 
colouring matter from wine. 1875 lire's Diet. Arts II. 323 
Fourcroy. .supposed that they [extracts] had all a common 
basis; which he called the extractive principle. 

B. sb. 

1 . An extractive substance*: see A. 3. 

1844-57 G. Bird U rin. Deposits (ed . 5) 1 17 The physio- 
logical origin of sulphur extractive. 1847 T0DD Cycl. Anat. 
111 . 483 The separation [of the viscous liquor] into .. albu-, 
men, aqueous extractive, and alcoholic extractive. 1854 
Bushnan in Circ. Sc. (c 1865) II. suit It is.. nothing more 
than a species of animal extractive. 1884 Health Exkib. 
Catal. 19/1 A food .. containing, in addition to other meat 
extractives, the whole of the soluble albumen of the meat. 

2 . ‘ The brown insoluble mass of doubtful com- 
position, left after the preparation of vegetable 
extracts’ (Wagstaffe). 

1807 T. Thomson Chem. (ed. 3) II. 367 The solution ... 
approached nearer to the vegetable matter called extractive 
than tannin. 1838 T. Thomson Chem. Org. Bodies 637 The 
substances held involution are chiefly sugar, syrup, gluten^ 
gum, and extractive, i860 All Y. Round No. 45. 442 
There are in a hundred parts of wheaten flour about seventy- 
two of starch and extractive. 

Extractor (ekstnrktoi). Also 7-9 extracter. 
[f. as prec. 4 - -or.] 

1 . One who extracts. 

1611 Cotgr., Spargirique. .an Alchymist, or extractor of 
quintessences. 1651 Biggs New Disp. r 79 The juce ..is 
drawn out by the Extractors, who. .resolve the dreggs . . of 
the Parenchyma. 1755 Johnson, Extractor, the person 
or instrument by which any thing is extracted. 1828 Blackw. 
Mag. XXIV. 198 Healer of diseases, and extractor of money. 
1868 Morn. Star 16 June, Mr. Abrams., begged to say 
that his client was not a corn-cutter, but a corn-extractor. 

2 . One who selects and copies out quotations. 

1813 Edin. Rev. XXI. 267 A judicious extractor, .might 

accommodate both classes of readers. 1884 Blackw. Magi 
June 824/1 The extractor who looks for a fitting pause in the 
spate of Mr. Ruskin's eloquence. 

b. spec, in Sc. Law . (See quot. 1861.) 

1687 Act Sederunt 23 Feb., The Lords do extend the 
priviledges. .to. .four extracters in each of the three darks 
offices of the Session. 1751 Ibid. 4 Jan., The Lords . . do. . 
prohibit, rail agents from being extractors, and all extractors 
from agenting. 1810 in Hansard Pari, Deb . June, [Mr. 
Thomas Scott] was appointed to the office of an Extractor; 
i 36 i W. Bell Diet. Law Scot. 374/2 Extractor . . the 
official person by whom the extract of a decree or other 
judicial proceeding is prepared and authenticated. 1868 
[see Extractable], 

3 . An instrument for drawing or pulling out any- 
thing ; esp. that part of a breech-loading gun which 
removes the cartridge. 

1753 N. Torriano Midwifry 18 They never turned child- 
ren., their only Resource was to Knives, Extractors, etc. 
1859 F. A. Griffiths Artil. Man . (ed. 9) 168, 1 setter. 2 
needles. 1 extractor. 1871 Daily News 1 1 Apr. 6 The loaded 
man opens the breech of his rifle, uses the extracter, takes 
out the cartridge. 1885 J. J.^Manlf.y Brit, A Imanac Comp. 
19 Extractors, comb foundations and other appliances used: 
in bee-keeping. 

f 4 . A solvent used to extract (juices, etc.). Obs. 

1678 Salmon Lond. Disp. 852/1 The strength of the Ex- 
tracter or dissolvent. 

Hence Extra'ctoxsMp, the office of an extractor 
(in sense 2 b). 

1837 Lockhart Scott xx, Mr. Thomas Scott's appointment 
to this Extractorship. 1877 Geneal, Mem. Family Sir W 
Scott 61 Sir Walter secured, for him an extractorship in the 
General Register House. 

Extra ctory, a, [ad. L. extractdidus, f. ex- 
trahere : see Extract v. and -qry.] Of or per- 
taining to an extractor ; or to extraction. 

1727 Bailey vol. II, Extrccctory, that hath the nature or 
power to draw out. 1775 in Ash. 1891 Punch Cl. 179/1 
Reviewed it in this, .extractory and arbitrary fashion, 

t Estraxture. Obs. [f. L. extract - (ste.Exr 
tract v.) •+• -urk.] Something extracted ; an ex-, 
tract ; = Extract sb. 7, 4. 

1602 Marston A ni. $ Mel. tv. Wks. 1856 I. 48 Let each 
note breath’ the heart of passion, The sad extracture of 
extreamest griefe. 1621 Elsing Debates Ho. Lords App. 
(Camden), 134 That they might see the extractures sent up 
from the Lower House. 

Extra- eurial, etc. : see Extra- i. 
t Extradrctionary, a. Obs. rare— 1 , [f. L. 
phrase extra dictidn-em outside of the mode of ex- 
pression (see Extra prep, and Diction) + -ary,] 
Of fallacies: Not consisting In expression; real, 
not verbal. 

1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Eg. 1. iv. 15 Of these extra- 
dictionary and reall fallacies, Aristotle ana Logicians make 
m number six. 
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EXTRANEIZE, 


Extraditable (ekstradortab’l), a. [f. next +, 
-ABLE.] a. Of a person : That may be extract i ted, 
liable to extradition, b. Of a crime, etc. : Ren- 
dering the perpetrator liable to extradition, 

a. i88x Philadelphia. Press 12 Aug. 4 Hartmann is extra- 
ditable under the law of nations. 2890 Times 13 Jan. 5/5 
A person . . convicted of these crimes is extraditable, 

b. 1887 Petit Mall G. 19 Mar. 4/2 In the American treaty 
procuration will also find a place among extraditable offences. 

Extradite (e*kstradait), v. [back-formation 
from next.] 

1 . tram. To give up (a fugitive foreign criminal) 
to the proper authorities,, in pursuance of a treaty. 

1864 Sala in Daily Tel. 29 July, Nothing is said about 
the Emperor of the French being summoned to extradite 
the men brought into Cherbourg by the French pilot-boats. 
2885 Law Times LXXX. 116/1 The power of criminal 
courts ■ of this country to extradite prisoners charged with 
the commission of offences in foreign countries. 

b. iransf. 

1883 J. Payn Thicker than Water III. 240 She was ex- 
tradited in a vehicle by herself to the great relief of her 
fellow culprits. 

c. To obtain the extradition of. 

1883 Chicago Advance 8 Mar., The effort of England to 
extradite Sheridan, of the Irish World, New York. 1889 
North. Star 28. Feb. 3 'i The Home Office are taking mea- 
sures for extraditing ‘ Pigott 

2. Psychol. To localize (a sensation) at a distance 
from the centre of sensation, rare. 

1887 W. James in Mind Apr. 207 The next factor is the 
particular kind of sensation to be extradited. 

Hence Extradited a. 

1889 Child Eng. Sc. Ball III. vi. clxxvi. 410/2 They 
land Lord Percy at Berwick, a deported, ‘ extradited ’ man l 
Extradition (ekstradijsn), sb. [a. F. extra- 
dition^ f. L. ex- out + trdditibn-em , n. of action f. 
trader e to deliver up ; see Tradition.] 

1 . The action of giving up (a person) to the au- 
thorities of a foreign state ; esp. the delivery of a 
fugitive criminal to the authorities of the state in 
which the crime was committed. Hence in gen. 
sense : Surrender (of a prisoner) by one authority 
to another. 

1839 Df. Quincey Casuistry Wks. VIII. 308 If the law of 
extradition should remain unchanged. 1857 Fraser's Mag. 
LVI. 161 A demand for (we must use a foreign and un- 
English word to express an un-English thing) the extra- 
dition of Mazzini. 1870 Act 33-4 Viet. c. 52 (title) An Act 
for amending the Law relating to the Extradition of Crimi- 
nals. 1879 Farrar St. Paul II. 336 They wished to make 
sure of the extradition of their victim. 

2 . The process of localizing a sensation at a dis- 
tance from the centre of sensation. 

1874 Carpenter Ment. Phys. 1. v. (1879) 186 A kind of 
extradition of the visual sensation. 1887 W. James in 
Mind Apr. 205 Extradition obtains . . even of such sensa- 
tions as we locate on’ the exact sensory surfaces where the 
nerves terminate. 

S. at t rib. (sense 1), as extradition act, elause i 
crime. Extradition treaty, a treaty by which 
two nations mutually bind themselves to surrender 
any fugitive criminal who has committed in the 
other’s territory any of certain specified offences. 

*852 Abbott Lawrence Dispatch to D. Webster , The 
proposition . . to conclude an extradition treaty with the 
United States. 1870 Act 33-4 Viet. c. 52 § z This Act may 
be cited as ‘The Extradition Act 1870*. Ibid. § 26 An 
extradition crime. 1873 Renquf Egyptian Grant. 35 These 
words occur in the extradition clause of the Treaty between 
Raineses II and the king 6f Cheta. 

Hence Extradition v. trans ., to bring (a crimi- 
nal) under the operation of an extradition treaty. 

1889 Scot. Leader 18 Apr. 5 Barton .. obstructed extras 
dition process until quite recently, when he was successfully 
extraditioned. 

Extra-domici*liat©, v. rare- 1 , [f. L. extra 
+ domicili-um Domicile + -ate 3 .] trans. To 
send out of the domicile or house. 

1823 Lamb Elia, (i860) 194 It is . . ingratitude , . to extra- 
domiciliate, . a blessing. 

Extrados (eksirji-dps). Arch. [a. F. extra- 
dos, f. L. extra outside + F. dos the back.] The 
upper or exterior curve of an arch ; esp. the upper 
curve of the voussoirs or stones which immediately 
form the arch. Of. Intrados. 

1772 Hutton Bridges p. iii, The relations between their 
intrados and extrados. 1823 P. Nicholson Tract. Build. 
338 Extrados of a Bridge— The curve of the road-way. 
?8a8 Hutton Course Math. II. 172 So that the extrados is 
a parabola equal to the intrados, and everywhere vertically 
equidistant from it. 1879 Sir G. Scott Lect. Archit. II. 
141 We have, .supposed our arches to be of moderate depth, 
from extrados, or outer line, to intrados or inner line. 

Extrados ed (ekstr<?i*dpst), a. [f. pxec. + -ED 2 . 
Cf. F. extradossS/] Having an extrados (of a cer- 
tain kind) : a term applied to an arch in which the 
curves of the intrados and extrados are concentric 
and parallel. In mod. Diets. 

Extradotal (ekstrad^-tal), a. Law. [as if 
ad. L. ^extradotal- is (cf. It. estradotale , 18th c,), f. 
extra outside + dot-ein (nom. dos) dowry : see -al.] 
(See quot.) 

1827 Kent Comm. II. 154 note , [Bythe code of Louisiana] 
the separate property of the wife is divided into dotal, 
being that which she brings to the husband, .and extra- 
dotal ...being that which forms no part of the dowry. 


t ExtradmeOj a. Ohs. rare. ■ [L. ex traduce, 
ex out of + traduce, abl. of trddux vine-layer, f. 
trd-{ trans) across + dftc-tre to lead.] lit. "From 
or after the fashion of a layer ; hence, derived as 
from a parent stock. 

. [5641 Clarendon Ess. Tracts (1727) 225 That it [the soul) 
is ex traduce , and begotten with the body by the father. 
1633 Howell Lett. (1655) II. 31 Ther cannot be a more 
pregnant instance to prove that human souls com not ex 
traduce [1688 ex traduce].) 1720 W. Stukelry in Mem , 
(1882) 1 . 15 Either an exiraduce Inclination or Imitation at 
least of my father. 

t Extradtrction. Ohs. Also 6 extraduc- 
cion. [f. I,, extra + duction-eni a leading, n. of 
action f. duc&- e to lead.] 

a. A conclusion (to a book) ; opposed to intro- 
duction. b, Mil. The bringing a line of musketeers 
to the front from the rear of a body of pikemen. 

*533 More Debell Salem i. Wks. 032/2 So shoulde he 
haue called those three chapiters after nys matter, an extra- 
duccion. 1635 Barriffe Mil. Disctp. lxxx. (1643)228 
The next Firing., to demonstrate shall he by way of Extra- 
duction : which is also a firing in front. Ibid. Ixxxii. 236 
The body standing in this forme, the Musquetiers may 
sleeve up by way of Extraduction. 

Extra-essential, etc. ; see Extra- i. 
Extra-foraneous (edcstraf^-n&s), a. [f. 
Extra- pref. + med.L.fordne-us (f. forts door) + 
-ous. After the analogy of L . circumfordmus, i. 
circum around + forum the forum.] Out-door. 

1781 Cowper Let. 2 Apr., A variety of extra- foraneous 
occupations . . make it difficult for me to find opportunities 
of writing. 1788 — Wks. (18761 288 We live near to each 
other and while the Hall is empty are each other’s only 
extraforaneous comfort. 1830 Macgillivray Withering $ 
Brit. Plants Pref., A compendious description of our native 
plants, .neither too bulky for extra-foraneous use, nor too 
expensive. 1891 J. P. Sheldon in 'l imes 17 Mar., All ex- 
traforaneous animals took no harm whatever. 

Extra-formal, -galactic, etc. : see Extra- i. 
+ Extrage-neous, -genous, a. Ohs .- 0 [in- 
correctly f. Extra- -f- L. gen-us kind, on supposed 
analogy of homogeneous , -genous,] (See quot.) 
Also Extragene'ity, * the being of a foreign kind ’ 
(Bailey 1727-36). 

1706 Phillips (ed. Kersey), Extra-genous (in Anatomy 
and Surgery) that is of a foreign kind ; as an Extragenous 
Body. 1884 Syd. Soc. Lex., Extrageneous. 

Extraght, var. form of Extraught ppl. a. Ohs. 
Extra-historic, -inductive, etc. : see Ex- 
tra- 1. 

t Extrait, pa. pple. Ohs. [a. Fr. extrait , pa. 
pple. of extraire, earlier estraire t— L. extrahire : 
see Extract See Extract, Extraught ppl. 
ad/s. ] a. Drawn out, extracted, b. Derived, de- 
scended. 

1480 Caxton Ovid's Met. xm, iz, Ulixes . . wyl compare 
with me, that am extrait of suche lygnage, 1481 — . Myrr. 
1. ix. 33 Of this science [Rethoryque] were extrayt and 
drawen the Iawes and decrees whiche by nede serue [etc.]. 
1483 — Gold. Leg. 93/1 Saynt Lucye. . was. . extrayt. .of a 
noble lygnage. 

Extrajudicial (e:kstra l d3«drjal), a. Also 7 
extra-iuditiall. [f. L. extra outside + judici-um 
judgement +.-AL.] 

1 . Dying outside the proceedings in court ; form- 
ing no part of the case before the court. Of an 
opinion, confession, etc. : Not delivered from the 
bench, not made in court, informal. 

1630 in Rushw. Hist. Colt. (1659) I. 47 The accusation 
was extra-judicial, and out of Court. 1651 W, G. tr. Cowells 
Inst. 237 The Plaintiff .. requires him [Defendant] to come 
to make an extrajudiciall satisfaction, a 1715 Burnet Own 
Time (1766) II. 20 No extrajudicial confession could be al- 
lowed in a Court. 1871 M arkby Elem. Law § 60 The 
opinion of the judge . . is considered as extra-judicial. 

2 . Outside the ordinary course of law or justice ; 
not legally authorized : unwarranted. 

1641 in Clarendon Hist. Reb. m. (3843) 87/2 Some rigorous 
and extrajudicial determinations in cases of plantations. 
1706 Rushw. in Burton's Diary (1828) III. 47 By an extra- 
judicial order, .the Lieutenant-general was commanded to 
suffer none but the keepers to speak to jhinv 178s Paley 
Mor. Philos. (1818) I. 267 That extrajudicial discipline, 
which supplies the defects . . of law. 1849 J. Grant Mem. 
Kirkaldyxxbr. 273 The extra-judicial murder of his comrade, 

Extrajudicially (e^stra^wdijali), adv. [f, 
prec. + -LY 2 .] In an extrajudicial manner. 

1 . Outside the proceedings of the court, inform- 
ally, privately, out of court 

1590 Swinburne Testaments 9 The opinion of a Judge. * 
deliuered priuatly, or extraiudicially. x68x Baxter Acc. 
Sherlocke iv. 186 What they do extraiudicially arid extra 
proprium forum, is Null. 1752 J. LCuthian Forms of 
Process fed. 2) 273 The Custody of Processes borrowed up 
from the Cleric extrajudicially, shall be fixed by a Receipt- 
book. 1845 Ld. Campbell Chancellors (1857^1. xvi. 254 He 
had extra-judicially pronounced opinions, which, etc. 

2 . In a manner outside or contrary to the usual 
course of law, without legal justification', unwar- 
rantably. 

*226x2 Donne Bca^avaros (2644) 138 A Bishop, being.. cal- 
Iumniated by the people extrajudicially. 2660 R. Coke 
Power § Sub/. 257 He was never noted to punish any man 
rashly, or extrajudicially. 2786 Burke W. ■ H as tings rv. f 
10 Sir Elijah Impey, His Majesty's Chief Justice, acting 
extrajudicially, and not within the limits of his jurisdic-i 


tion, 1822 J, Flint Lett. Anter. 172 Where, the squire ‘is 
supposed to be remiss in the execution of his duty, the 
people sometimes interfere extrajudicially. 

Extra-jugal, -jural : see Extra- i. 
t Extra-la*th, 2/* • Obs. rare. [f. Extra ■ a. 
+ Lath jA] trans. To furnish with additional 
laths. Hence Extra-la*tMng vbl. sb. 

2778 Mahon in Phil. Trans. LXVIII. 893 The underside 
of the stair-case was extra-lathed.^ Ibid. 890 The method of 
extra-lathing may be applied to cieling joists. 

Extra-legal, -marine, etc. : see Extra- i. 
f Bxtra mr ssion. Obs. [n. of action f. L. 
phrase extra mitt ere to send outwards : see Extra 
and Mission,] Sending outwards ; emission. ' 
ex 63d Jackson Creed rv. n. iv. Wks. III. 244 Nor do 
faith and love truly Christian arise from every . . extra- 
mission of our faculties unto Christ. 1646 Sir T. Browne 
Pseud. Ep. in. vii. 120 Sight is made by Reception, and not 
by Extramission. 1673-4 Grew A nat. Plants rn. it. ii. § x 
The Reception, as well as Extramission whereof [the Aer]. 1 

+ Extrami t, v. Obs , rare ff. L. extra out- 
wards +, mitt- ere to send,] trans. To send forth or 
outward: in quot. rejl. an djdg. 

1651 Charleton EpE <$• Cimm. Matrons n. (1668) 67 To 
Lovers it is the same thing.. to see, and to extramit them- 
selves by the eye. 

f Extramu'nd, v. Obs. rare- 1 , [f. L. extra 
mnnd-tim : see next.] trans. To put out of the 
universe. . 

1654 Gayton Pleas . Notes m. vui. xvj He would .. extra- 
round him, more than Materia Prima it self was at the Chaos. 

. Extramundane (ekstranwnd^n) , a. [ad. 
late L. extranmnddn-us , f. phrase extra mund-um 
outside the world or universe: see Extra- pref 
and Mundane.] 

1 . Situated outside of, or pertaining to a region 
outside of, our world. 

1665 Glanvill Seeps. Set. xviii. 116 ’Tis a philosophy that 
. . gives the exactest Topography of the Extramundane 
spaces. 1684 T. _ Burnet Th. Earth I. 175 One [opinion] 
placeth paradise in the extra-mundane regions. 1742 Young 
Nt. Th. ix. 1525 Where, rears His terminating Pillar high 
Its extra-mundane Head? 2879 Newcomb & Holden 
Astron. 376 Aerolites, .were proved to be of extramundane 
origin. 

b. fig. {nonce-uses). * Out of the world ’, remote ; 
pertaining to things not of this world. 

2829 Southey Sir T. More II. 325 What may be called 
an extramundane zeal. 1834 Fraser's Mag. X, 652 Bab- 
bling of poetry in this extra-mundane island. 2837 Ibid) 
XVI. 310 The asseverations in the book are so preposterous 
. .and the dreams so extramundane. 

2 . Situated outside or beyond the universe ; per- 
taining to what is beyond the universe. 

1706 Phillips (ed. Kersey), Extramundane space, I. e. the 
infinite empty void Space, which is supposed by some to 
reach beyond the Bounds of the Universe, 1725- 6 Clarke 
tr. Leibnitz's yth Paper § 7 The same Reason, which shews 
that extramundane Space [Fr. t Esp ace hors du m<mde\ is 
imaginary, proves, etc. 1825 Coleridge Aids Reft. (1848) 
I. 126 The independent (extra-mundane) existence . . of the 
Supreme One. 

Extramural (ekstramiuwral), a. [f. L. extra 
mur-ds outside the walls + -al : see Extra- pref 
and Mural. Cf. late L. extramuranms in same 
sense.]. Outside the walls or boundaries of a city 
or town ; esp. in extra-mural interment. 

1854 Cdl. Wiseman Faliola (1855) *55 The extramural 
basilicas of St. Paul on the Ostian way. 1861 Pearson 
Early § Mid. Ages Eng. 27 Large sewers, large aqueducts* 
and extramural interment, are common features. 1884 
Science Mar. 371 The . . arrangements by which medical men 
not connected with the university give . . c Extra-mural ’ 
instruction. ■ * 

Hence Extramn’ralism, the practice of giving 
extramural instruction. Extramurralist. nonce- 
wd. One who lives outside the walls of a city. . 

1868 Imperial Rev . 7 Mar. 228 All the city . all except 
the outcast extramuralists . .are soon reduced tot ashes, 2892 
Sat. Rev. 14 May 572/1 There remained only the principle 
of. . * Exttamuralism ' to be reckoned with. ■ ■ 
Extrauate (e-kstran^t), a. rare— 1 , [f. L: 
extra without + ndt-us bom.] Arising from with- 
out ; opposed to innate. 

1856 Ferrier Inst. Metapli. ix. xxi. 497 One [element], .is 
said to be innate* the other which is contributed from with- 
out. .may be said to be extra-nate. 

Extra-national, etc. : see Extra- 1 . 
tExtra-ueal, a. Obs. rare. [f. L. extrdne-us 
(see Extraneous) + -al.] * Extraneous. So also 
f Extramean [ + -an], fExtrameax [ + -ar.] 

2565 Aberdeen Reg. 23 Jan. (Spalding Club 2844) 358 That 
the magistrattis tak sic substantious ordour anent the ex- 
pelling of extranear beggaris. Ibid. V. 26 (Jam.) Extra- 
neane cordanaris. 1628 T. Gainsford Hist, P. Warbeck 
in Select . HarLMisc. (1793) 66, I desist from all extraneal 
and superfluous discourses. 

Bxtraneity (ekstranriti). rare. [f. as prec* 
+ -ity.] The quality of being extraneous. 

1849 Abp. Thomson Laws Th. Introd. (1860) 19 Extraneity 
— outness — objective existence. 

t Extraneize, obs. rare. [f. as prec. -f- 
-IZE.] trans. To make extraneous, remove. 

1653 Urquhart Rabelais l xix, To extraneize the blasting 
mists and whirlwinds upon our Vines. 1788 H. Clarks 
School Candidates {1877) T9 To extraneize the blasting 
mists and whirlwind of immorality upon the minds of 
youth. ’ 1 ■ ■ -;*'*-■* 
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Extraneous (ekstr^-nibs), a. [f. L. extrane- 
us external (f. extra outside) + -ous. (Cf. strange, 
ad. OF. estrange :~L. extmneus.)] 

1 . Of external origin; introduced or added from 
without ; foreign to the object in which it is con- 
tained, or to which it is attached. 

1638 A. Read Chirurg. ix. 67 Such medicaments ought 
not onely to consume the extraneous humidity, hut the 
natural also, 1690 Locke Hum. Unci, n, xxv. § 8 Relation . , 
though jt be not contained in the real existence of Things, but 
something extraneous, and superinduced. 2774 GJoldsm. 
Hat. Hist. (jB62> II. iv. iv. 358 Fossil, or, as they are called, 
extraneous shells. 1797 M. Baillie Morb. Amt. (1807) 306 
An extraneous body can be.. easily introduced into their 
bladder, *827 Hare Guesses Ser. 1, (1873) 183 Many objects 
are made venerable by extraneous circumstances. 1833 
Lyell Princ. Geol. III. 287, I sought in vain, .for a single 
fragment of any extraneous rock, 1879 Stainer Music of 
Bible 159 A slight melodic framework, almost hidden be- 
neath a load of extraneous graces, 

to. Of an action, etc,; Proceeding from with- 
out, ■ 

1786 Burke W. Hastings Wks. 2842 II. 184 Hastings did 
for a long time . . attribute the weakness of his government 
to an extraneous interference, 1834 J, Forbes Laennec's 
JDis. Chest (ed. 4) 26 The application of the naked ear 
. .gives rise to extraneous sounds. 1862 Marsh Eng. Lang. 

ii. 40 The Low-German dialects were . , exposed to extra- 
neous disturbing forces. 1867 J. Hogg Microsc . 1. ii. 120 
Excluding extraneous light. 

C. nonce-use. Brought from abroad, 'exotic 1 , 
C1750 Shenstone Elegies xviii. 58 Rob’d in the Gallic 
loom’s extraneous twine. 

2 . External to , not comprised in or forming part 
of, the object under consideration. 

1662 Bates in Pepys Diary 17 Aug., It is not my manner 
to speak anything in the pulpit that is extraneous to my 
text and business.^ 1690 Locke Htim. Und. 11. xxxi. § 4 
When ever the Mind refers any of its Ideas to any thing 
extraneous to them, they are then capable to be called true 
or false. *794 Paley Evid. Wks. 1825 II. 377 Of points 
clearly extraneous to the religion, nothing need be said. 
2865 Maffei Brigand Life II. 221 The question of brigand- 
age being extraneous to all political controversies. 

to. Of a person : Not belonging to a specified 
community, country, or family. 

a 1655 Vines Lard's Supp.^ (1677) 212 Heathens and 
Infidels are excluded from this Table, because they are 
extraneous and without. 2655-60 Stanley Hist. Philos. 
(1701) 376/1 If at any time there were any extraneous, .per- 
sons amongst them, the Men . . signify’a their meaning to 
one another by Symbols. 2842 Arnold Led. Mod. Hist. 

iii, 187 It has . . to feed one or more extraneous persons be- 
sides. a 1853 Robertson Serm. Ser. 111. ii. < 2872) 20 Nearly 
all who are of the world are extraneous to it [the church]. 

f C. Foreign in nature, haying nothing in com- 
mon. Obs. rare . 

1672 J, Webster Metallogr. iv. 74 Mercury one thing, and 
Sulpher another, as extraneous bodies one to another. 
Hence Extrameonsly adv . ; Extra*XLeoiis&ess, 
the quality or state of being extraneous. 

2755 E. Law Tk. Retig. nr. 237 note. By their being 
extraneously overruled.^ *882 Westcott & Hort Grk. N.T. 
II. Notes 44 Without giving any sign of extraneousness. 
Extra-nuclear, -ocular, etc. : see Extra- i. 
Extraordinarily (ekstrp-idinarili), adv. [f. 
Extraordinary a. + -ly 2 ] 

+ 1. 'In a manner out of the common method 
and order ’ (J.) ; often opposed to ordinarily. Obs . 

1564 Golding Justine (1570) 143 b, The Romaynes.. 
created ASmilius Paulus consull and made him extraor- 
dinarily Lieuetenaunt of the warres of Macedone. a 1687 
Petty Pd. Arith. yi. (1691) 97 The People, .which have 
extraordinarily perished . . above what have died in the 
ordinary way. <21779 Warburton Alliance Ch. <§■ State 
1. notes Wks. 2788 Iv. 69 An ordinance, immediately and 
extraordinarily revealed from God. 

+ b. Otherwise than in ordinary course ; on an 
exceptional occasion. Obs. 

1579 Fulke Hoskins' Pari, 31 Luther . . by no meanes 
Would haue women to teache, except it were extraordinarily. 
1677 Govt. Venice 235 When the Council is to be called 
extraordinarily, 2703 Lond. Gaz. No. 3922/2 The Senate 
has been extraordinarily assembled, 

c. Optics, (see Extraordinary A. i d). 

2832 Brewster Optics xviii. 161 The ray CF extraor- 
dinarily refracted by the first rhomb will be ordinarily 
refracted by the Second, 2875 Lommel Light xxi. 283 This 
ray is. .said to be extraordinarily refracted. 

+ 2 . In excess of the usual complement ; «= Extra. 
Obs. rare~~ x . 

2729 Defoe Crusoe 204 The two Quarter-Deck guns that 
my Nephew took extraordinarily. 

o. In an extraordinary degree ; very unusually, 
remarkably, excessively, uncommonly. 

2593 Nashe Christ's T. Ded., You recompence learning 
extraordinarilie. 2597 Shaks. 2 Hen. IV, 1. ii. 235,1 meane 
not to sweat extraordinarily. 2610 Beaum, & Fl. Maid's 
Trag. iv. ii, I . . take ’t unkindly that mine enemy Should 
use me so extraordinarily scurvily. 1722 De Foe Mem. 
Cavalier (1840) 263 The power of the gentry is extraor- 
dinarily visible. 2885 Manch. Guardian 20 July <5/2 The 
extraordinarily good score of 98 points out of a possible 100, 

Extraordinariness (ekstrfidinarines). [f. 
next + -ness.] The quality or fact of being extra- 
ordinary. 

26*8 Digby Jml. (Camden) 56 Hie extraowdinarinesse of 
the action. 2675 Baxter Cath. Theol. n. vm. 189 Wherein 
the extraordinariness of it consisteth. . I think it past mans 
reach to know, a 2703 Burkitt On N. T. Luke iii. 17 The 
extraordinariness of John the Baptist’s person. *882 Spec- 


tator 29 Feb, 247 Some vital point, which may result quite 
as easily from ordinariness . . as from extraordinariness, 
to, humorously as a title of address. 

2677-82 Mrs. Behn Rover in, i. As for that matter, your 
extraordinariness may do what you please. 

Extraordinary (ekstrj?*jdinari, ekstra^udi- 
nari), a. adv. and so. Also (5 extraordynary, 6 
-ordinair), 6-7 -ordinarie. [ad. L. extraordi- 
nari-us , £ phrase extra ordin-em outside (the usual) 
order : see Extra- pref. and Order, Ordinary. 
Cf. F. extraordinaire.'] A. adj, 

1 . Out of the usual or regular course or order; 
often in expressed opposition to ordinary . f Also, 
acting in an unusual manner ; partial. Extraor- 
dinary tithe : (see quot. 1888). 

c 2460 Fortescue Abs. Sr Lint, hi on. (1714) 39 The Kyngs 
verly expencs stondyn in chargs Ordynarye, and in chargs 
Extraordynary. 1553 Gardiner Tnte Obedience 43 b, Do 
we not se .. the chief iudge, when he is required to bee 
present in extraordinary judgements. 2592 Babington 
Genesis xxxvji. 145 b, If God be extraordinarie to Moses, 
euen Aaron . .will be offended. 2607 Topsell Serpents f 1653) 
728 Thus much maysufficeforthe ordinary and extraordinary 
generation of Toads. 2642 Fuller Holy # Prof. St. 11. ix. 
84 His Sermons are of an ordinary length except on an 
extraordinary occasion. 2745 De Poe's Eng. Tradesman 
(1841) I. vii. 49 Let him. .take some extraordinary measures 
to get in his debts. 2888 J. Williams in Encycl. Brit. 
XXIII. 412 These [tithes] are ..divided .. into ordinary 
and extraordinary, the latter being a tithe at a heavier rate 
charged upon hop and market gardens. 

t b. Not according to rule, ' out of order’. Obs. 

a 1647 Clarendon Hist. Reb. vni. (1843) 5 19 A If they 
proceeded in a martial, or any other extraordinary way, 
without any form of law. 2709 Strype A nn. Ref. I. lvri. 
627 The order of calling and making of ministers now used 
In the Church of England, is extraordinary, 
fc. Mus. ^Accidentals. 5. Obs. 

2597 Morley Jntrod. Mus. 157 They.. set one b at the 
beginning of the verses of euerie part, and if there happen 
ame extraordinary fiat they . . set the signe before it. 2732 
G. Keller Rules for Playing Thorow-Bass in W. Holder 
Harmony 192 If the extream sharp or an extraordinary 
sharp Note requires a natural Flat 6th, you [etc,]. 

d. Optics. Extraordinary refraction : that not 
following the general law. Extraordinary ray : 
one influenced by extraordinary refraction. Ex- 
traordinary wave \ (see quot.). 

1830 Herschel Stud. Nat. Phil. 1. ii. (1831) 31 The 
other ray. .is. .said to have undergone extraordinary refrac- 
tion. 1872-3 Tyndall Light iii. (2885) hi The other [beam] 
..is., called the extraordinary ray. 1883 Glazebroqk 
Phys, Optics^ xi. 291 An extraordinary wave [consists] of 
light which is plane polarised in a plane at right angles 
to the principal plane. 

2 . Of officials, persons employed, etc. : Outside 
of or additional to the regular staff ; not belonging 
to the * ordinary 5 or fully recognized class of such 
persons; supernumerary. Often with the notion 
of being specially employed for a temporary pur- 
pose. Now chiefly in official titles, where the sb. 
usually precedes. 

Envoy extraordinary : formerly a minister sent on some 
special diplomatic business ; now, merely the designation 
of the second class of diplomatic ministers, ranking next to 
the * ambassadors ’ ; the term no longer practically imply- 
ing a temporary or special mission. The physicians (or 
surgeons , etc.) extraordinary , in royal households, rank 
below those styled 'in ordinary’; similarly ait extraordi- 
nary professor (L. professor extraordinarius ) in a German 
university is inferior in status to the ‘ ordinary * professor. 

*S8S J-.. Higgins tr. Junius' Nomenclator 484/2 Milites 
adventitii. .Souldiers of another country that come to serue 
for pave; extraordinarie souldiers. 1653 Milton Hire- 
lings (2659) 79, 2665 Boyle Occas. Rift. (2675) 354 The 
first Audience of the. Russian Extraordinary Embassadour, 
at which he made his Emperour’s Presents. 2712 Steele 
Sped. No. 472 ? 9 Her Majesty's Oculist Extraordinary. 
2720 Swift Mod. Educ. Wks. 1755 II. 11. 33 His brother 
Horace is ambassador extraordinary to France. 1768 
Blackstone Comm, in. xxiii. III. 351 Another species of 
extraordinary juries, is the jury to try an attaint, 2890 
Diet. Nat. Biog. XXIII. 334 [Sir W, Gull] was created, .in 
Jan. 1872 ...physician extraordinary to the queen, and in 
2887 physician in ordinary. 

8. Of a kind not usually met with ; exceptional ; 
unusual; singular. Now with emotional sense, 
expressing astonishment, strong admiration or the 
contrary. 

2580 Sidney Arcadia 1. il. (1590) 8 The house , . was built 
of faire and strong stone, not affecting . . any extraordinarie 
kinde of finenes. 2596 Shaks. x Hen. IV, iii. i. 41 These 
signes haue markt me extraordinarie. 1665 Sir T. Her- 
bert Trav. (1677) 40 During the Night . . we saw a perfect 
Rainbow, which was extraordinary. 1703 Dam pier Voy. 
III. 81 Our English count the Green Turtle very extraor- 
dinary Food. <22704 T. Brown Sat. Antients Wks. 1730 
1 . 14 Those extraordinary men, who have, .gone before us. 
2794 S. Williams Vermont 126 Several instances equally 
extraordinary. 2858 Lytton What will he do 1. v, She is an 
extraordinary child. 2875 Hamerton Intell. Life 11. 1. 49 
The extraordinary power of representation, .of Meissonier. 

4 , Exceeding what is usual in amount, degree, 
extent, or size. Now with emotional sense as 
in 3. 

* 57 * Lament., Lady Scot . in Scot. Poems 16th C. II. 251 
Zour drinking extraordinair Make oft zour wyfis and 
bairns euill to fair. 2588 Fraunce Lawiers Log. Ded. T*,b, 
Their extraordinary skill in making of obligations. 1634. 
Brereton Trav. (1844) 8 No charge in housekeeping extra- 
ordinary, nor no entertainment extraordinary. 2654 Bram- 


’Bhix.Replic. i. 6 The extraordinary influence of divine Grace, 
2725 De Foe Voy. round World (1840) 7 We took in a very 
extraordinary store of provisions. 2798 Ferriar Illustr. 
Sterne iv. iii An extraordinary nose always carries with it 
extraordinary greatness. 2860 Tyndall Gtac. 1. xi. 84 The 
sun met us here with extraordinary power. 

f 5 . Additional to, over and above what is 
usual ; — Extra. Often following the sb. ; in 
which case the adj. cannot always be distinguished 
from the adv. Obs. 

2649 Blithe Eng. Imprav. Impr. (2653) 182 To lay out a 
five shillings or a noble extraordinary in every Acre. 2658 
Whole Duty Man x. § 20. 85 He must . . support him, yea, 
though it be by his own extraordinary labour. 2664 Pepys 
Diary (1879) HI- I am xn &°°d hopes to get two or-6300 
per annum extraordinary, c 1710 C. Fiennes Diary (18SS) 
no You pay a penny Extra-ordinary for being brought 
from tunbridge town. 17 67 A. Young Farmer's Lett. 67 
They may hire a labourer extraordinary. 1777 Howard 
Prisons Eng. (1780) 99 They have an extraordinary allow- 
ance of near a penny a day, 2802-16 Mrs. Sherwood Susan 
Gray 54 Spending a few extraordinary shillings. 1812 Ex- 
aminer 31 Aug. 546/2 By the help of a glass extraordinary 
after dinner. 

fB. adv. a. = Extraordinarily in various 
senses, b. * Extra adv. ; cf. A. 5. Obs. 

a. 2632 J. Hayward tr. Biondi’s Eromena 72 Which 
Countrey . . being extraordinarie hilly. ■ 2642 Fuller Holy 
§ Prof. St. 11. xiv. 202 Sometimes ordinary scholars make 
extraordinary good Masters. 1652 Cotterell Cassandra 
in. (16761 522 Who. .rose extraordinary early. 1709 Strype 
Ann. Ref I. liii. 575 [He] had Mary Queen of Scots in 
custody, which, .was extraordinary expensive to him. 2778 
Eliza Warwick I. 241 My jewels were extraordinary fine. 

b. 1679 Plot S t afford sk. (1686) 376 The Master turning 
his Key in any of the Servants locks but once extraordinary, 
the Servants themselves cannot come at their charge. 

C. sb. 

1 . Something extraordinary; an extraordinary 
quality or bearing ; an extraordinary action, inci- 
dent, etc. + a. sing, {obs.) 

1589 Puttenham Eng. Poesie 1, xx. (Arb.) 58 Princes, whose 
high estates do require in their countenance, speech and 
expence, a certaine extraordinary. 2654 J er. Taylor Real 
Pres. xi. F 8. 205 That, .every day. .the same thing should 
be done, and yet. .be called a miracle, that is, a daily ex- 
traordinary. 1754 Richardson Grandison VI. 1 . 304 She. . 
made it [her behaviour] look like an extraordinary, 
to. pi. Now rare. 

1650 Sir T, Browne Pseud . Ep. (ed. 2)1. vi. 17 The greater 
part [of their Adages] will, .be esteemed no extraordinaries. 
2739 J. Trapp Right, over-much (1758) 11 To place much 
religion . . in extraordinaries. 2809 Wellington in Gurw. 
Disp. IV. 530 Send two squadrons of hussars to Cevolla, and 
desire them to report all extraordinaries to you. 1844 R. 
Wardlaw Led. Proverbs (1869) II. 23 His little stock of 
common-places, and of such extraordinaries as he has 
chanced to pick up. 1844 Regul. Ord. A mty 299 The 
blank lines are left for any extraordinaries that may 
occur. 

e. pi. Extraordinary receipts or payments. The 
pi. of the sb. occurs where we should expect the 
adj. simply. Obs. exc. arch. 

2599 Life Sir T. More in W ordsw. Eccl. Biog. (1853) II. 
221 His ordinarie alms, .amounted yearlie to one thousand 
pounds ; his extraordinaries were as much. 2630 R. John- 
son's Kingd. Sf Commw. 367 His ordinary Revenues are 
thus collected. .What his extraordinaries may amount unto, 
cannot be knowne. 2865 Carlyle Fredk. Gt . xix. viii. Not 
only the king’s ordinary revenues, but the extraordinaries. 

2 . — Extra sb. fa. An extra dish, a delicacy; 
an extra fee or expense. Chiefly pi. Obs. 

2660 Blount Boscobel 1. (1680) 49 As an Extraordinary 
. . Penderel’s wife made . . a Posset. 2664 Pepys Diary 30 
Sept., A few extraordinaries for the house. 2664 Evelyn 
'Mem. (1857) I. 408 A salary of ^1200 a year. . besides Ex- 
traordinaries. 2732 Acc. Workhouses 47 All tradesmen's 
bills, and extraordinaries paid by the overseers. 1776 Wes- 
ley Let. 12 Aug., Desire none of those extraordinaries. 

b. Mil. (see quot. 1853). 
a 1797 H. Walpole Geo. II (1847) III. vi. 156 Munchausen 
. . presented an ample bill of extraordinaries for forage, etc. 
1816 Gentl. Mag. LXXXVI. 1, 257 This estimate was .. ex- 
clusive of the extraordinaries. 1853 Stocqueler Mil . 
Encycl., Extraordinaries (of the army), the allowances to 
troops beyond the gross pay in the pay-office. Extraor- 
dinaries comprehend the expenses for barracks, marches, 
encampments, staff, &c. 

f 3 . a. An extraordinary envoy, b. A super- 
numerary official. Obs. 

1626 N. Brent tr. SarpVs Hist. Counc. Trent (1676) 585 
Whensoever any^ extraordinaries came to Trent . . the Pre- 
lates took occasion to talk. 2622 Donne To Sir T. Lucy 
26 Aug. Lett. (2652) 288 There arrived an Extraordinary 
from Spain . . & he brings the title of Count, to Rodrigo de 
Calderon. 2672 F. Phillips Reg. Necess. 239 Besides not 
a few extraordinaries and such as have no pay or quarter., 
attending upon the King. 

Extra-parental, etc. ; see Extra- i. 
Extra-parochial (e*kstra parou-kial), a. [f. 
Extra - pref Eccl. Lat. parochi-a (see Parish) + 
-al.] Not included in any parish ; outside the 
parish ; exempt from liability to parish obliga- 
tions. Also fig. ( nonce-use ). Outside one’s legiti- 
mate province. 

2674-8 x Blount Glossogr., Extra-parochial, vpx Act 
Pari, in Lond. Gaz, No. 5027/5 Townships, Vills, or Extra- 
parochial Places, 1765 Blacicstone Comm, I. 284 The 
king . . is entitled to all the tithes arising in extraparochial 
places. 2833 Dickens Bleak Hq. xxxviii, Thavies Inn, 
within the city of London, but extra-parochial. Mod. The 
district of Skiddaw Forest is extra-parochial. 
fig. 2868 M. Pattison Academ. Org. v. 296 All such en- 
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quiries are looked upon by the student with contempt as 
extra-parochial. 

Hence 3S*actra-paro ‘cMally adv., in an extra- 
parochial manner. E’xtra-paro-dualness, the 
condition of being extra-parochial. 

a 1806 S. Horsley Charges {1813) 207 A chapel extra- 
parochiaUy situate. 1727-36 Bailey, Extraparockialness, 

Extrapolation (e=kstrapM^-jbn). Math, [f. 
Interpolation by the substitution of Extra for 
the first member of the word.] The action or 
method of finding by a calculation based on the 1 
known terms of a series, other terms outside of 
them, whether preceding or following. 

1878 C. A. Young in Newcomb Pop. Astron. hi. ii. 279 
The process is an unsafe extrapolation. 

Extra-popular, etc. : see Extra- i. 
Extraprovincial (eOkstrai pmvrnjal) , a. [ad. 
med.L. extraprovincidl-is, f. extra provinciam out- 
side the province : see Extra- and Provincial.] 
Outside the limits of a province. 

1685 Stillingfl. Orig. Brit. xi. 52 These . . Extrapro- 
vincial Britains . . were distinct both from the Piets and the 
Scots. 1726 Ayliffe Parergon 181 An Extra-Provincial 
Citation is not valid . . above two days Journey. 1807 G. 
Chalmers Caledonia, I. 11. i. 220 The extraprovincial Bri- 
tons of Caledonia. 

Extraspe*ction. rare - 1 . [f. L. extra outside 

+ spection-em , n. of action f. spectre to see.] Out- 
ward observation. 

1887 IVestm. Rev. CXXVIII. 629 This knowledge is 
obtained through science by extra-spection and by religion 
through intro-spection. 

Extra-spectral, -tabular, etc. : see Extra- i. 
E:xtraterrito rial, a. [f. mod.L. phrase 
extra territori-um outside the territory + -al.] 
Pertaining to, or possessed of, extraterritoriality. 

[1625 Grotius De Jure Belli et Pads 11. xviii. § 5 [Ut 
legati] fictione simili constituerentur quasi extra terri- 
torium.] 1869 Echo 6 Apr., Extra-territorial privileges. 

E:xtraterrito ria*lity. [f.prec. +-ity.] The 
privilege accorded by the Law of Nations to am- 
bassadors of being regarded as outside the territory 
of the power to which they are sent, and therefore 
of being free from its jurisdiction. Also Exterri- 
toriality. 

1836 Wheaton Internal. Law m. i. § 15 The fiction of 
extra-territoriality, .by which the minister, though actually 
in a foreign country, is supposed still to remain within the 
territory of his own sovereign. 1888 Morn. Post 24 Sept., 
By starting from the German embassy instead of from the 
Quirinal the Emperor wiU come to the Pope with all the 
prestige of extra-territoriality upon him. 

t Extrairgiit, pa. pple. Obs. Also 6 ex> 
traght, -aucto, -aiighte, -ante. [var. of Extract 
pple. ; cf. distraught. ] 

1. In senses of Extract v. a. Taken out (from 
books), b. Derived, descended. 

1523 Ld. Berners Froiss . I. i. i All sciences are extraught 
and compiled of diuerse clerkes. <21533 — Huon clxi. 625 
None that semeth more to be extraute of a hye lynage. 
2593 Shaks. 3 Hen. VI, it. ii. 142 Sham'st thou not, knowing 
whence thou art extraught, To let thy tongue detect thy 
base-borne heart ? 

2. —Distraught. Const, fronts of 

1553 Brende Q. Curtins Y iij, A woman . . being extraught 
of her minde. 1575 Laneham Let. (1871) 03 He that . . 
occupyeth hymself by excessive studye is in daunger for to 
be extraught from hymself. 

Extra-urban, etc. : see Extra- i. 
Extravagance (ekstrae*vagans). [a. Fr. ex- 
travagance , f. late L. extravagant-em : see Extra- 
vagant and -ance.] 

+ 1. A going out of the usual path ; an excursion, 
digression. Also, the position or fact of erring 
from (a prescribed path), lit . and fig. Obs. 

1643 Milton Divorce 11. vii. (1851) 80 A doctrine of that 
extravagance from the sage principles of piety. 1645 Ham- 
mond Pract. Catech. xx, I have troubled you too farre by 
this extravagance : I shall make no delay to recall my selfe 
into the rode againe. a 1656 Bp. Hall Rem. Wks., Life 
(1660) 15 Sollicited me for my Company in a Journey . . to 
the Spa. .laying before me . .the Benefit of that small Ex- 
travagance. 

2. The quality of being extravagant or of ex- 
ceeding just or prescribed limits, esp. those of de- 
corum, probability, or truth ; unrestrained excess ; 
fantastic absurdity (of opinions, conduct, etc.) ; 
outrageous exaggeration or violence (of language). 

1676 Etheredge Man of Mode in. ii, L. Town. Here's the 
freshest Fool in Town.. Dor. Sooth him up in his extrava- 
gance ! x68x Dryden Sp. Fry ar Ep. Ded. 2 Some Verses of 
my own, Maximin and Almanzor, cry Vengeance upon me for 
their Extravagance. 1716-8 Lady M. W. Montague Lett. I. 
xxxvii. 144 You will accuse me of extravagance in this 
■description. 1841 Elphinstone Hist. Ind. 1 . 11. iv. 207 The 
extravagance of the Braminical chronology and geography. 
1864 J.H. Newman Apot. 392 Not to enfeeble the freedom 
or vigour of human thought in religious speculation, but to 
resist and control its extravagance. 

3. An instance or kind of extravagance ; an ex- 
travagant notion, statement, piece of conduct, etc. ; 
an irrational excess, an absurdity. 

1650 Fuller Pisgah v. 1. 143 Many maps are full of 
affected extravagances. « 1680 Butler Rem, (1759) 1 . 71 
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So Men, who one Extravagance would shun, Into the con- 
trary Extreme have run. 1719 De Foe Crusoe \ x 840) II. i. 
18 An excess of joy . . has a thousand extravagances in it. 2782 
Priestley Corrtipt.Ckr. L 1. 69 Later writers, .did not follow 
Hilary in this extravagance. 2809-10 Coleridge; Friend 
(ed. 3 I. 80 The extravagances of ignorance and credulity. 
1857 Keble Eucharist. Adorat. 1 Had there been no abuse, 
error or extravagance connected with the practice. 2875 
Jovvett Plato fed. 2) V. 181 Impatient of the extravagances 
to which the love of truth almost necessarily leads. 

4. Excessive prodigality or wastefulness in ex- 
penditure, household management, etc. 

1727 Arbuthnot Coins n. v. 133 They [the Romans] 
arrived by degrees to an incredible extravagance. 1805 
Foster Ess. 1. iii. 35 Extravagance of ostentatious wealth. 
1817 Mar. Edgeworth Rose, Thistle, etc. n. ii. Such ex- 
travagance, to give a penny, and a silver penny, for what 
you may have for nothing. 1838 Dickens Nick. Nick, iii, 

I can’t support them in their extravagances. 1873 Black 
Pr. 'Thule (18741 16 Do you think I would take the child to 
London to show her its extravagance. Mod. The cook’s 
extravagance was too much for me. 

Extravagancy (ekstrse-vagansi). [f. Extra- 
vagant : see -ancy.] 

+ 1. A wandering beyond bounds or out of one’s 
course ; vagrancy ; an instance of this. Obs . 

1601 Shaks. Twel. N. ii. i. 12 My determinate voyage is 
meere extrauagancie. 1634 Sir T. Herbert Trav. 224, I 
will lead you through no more extravagancies. 2669 Wood- 
head^. Teresa Pref. 16 For recollecting of the Thoughts, 
and hindering them from extravagaucy. 

2. The quality or fact of being Extravagant 
(in senses 5 , 6 ) : + a. Abnormal or unusual char- 
acter, eccentricity ; impropriety, unbecomingness 
(obs.). b. The quality of exceeding the bounds 
of decorum, taste, or probability; in later use, 
flagrant excess, outrageousness. Now somewhat 
rare ; cf. Extravagance 2 . 

1652 Hobbes Leviatk. 1. viii. 33 In Sonnets, Epigrams, .the 
Fancy must be more eminent ; because they please for the 
Extravagancy. 1653 H. Cogan tr. Pinto’s Trav. xviii. 
(1663' 62 With the like extravagancy he answered to many 
other questions. 1690 Child Disc. Trade fed. 4) 76 For the 
bettering of trade, and pareing off the extravagancy of the 
Law. 1698 Vanbrugh Prcnu Wife in. i, Were it not for the 
extravagancy of the example, I should e’en tear out these 
wicked eyes. 1720 Welton Suffer. Son of God II. xiv. 362 
Touch’d with the Extravagancy.. of the Jewish Nation. 

3. = Extravagance 3 . 

1625 Bp. Mountagu App. Caesar it. xxxiv. 248 Popish 
extravagancies. 1662 Gerbier Princ. 17 The causes of 
many Deformities and Extravagancies in Buildings. 1672 
R. Bohun Disc. Wind 64 The Peruvian [mountains], and 
some others which may be reckon'd as the Extravagancys 
of Nature , . overlook the Clouds. 1761 Hume Hist. Eng. 
III. lx. 295 Numberless were the extravagancies which 
broke out among the people. 2834 Sir W. Hamilton 
Discuss. 491 Luther was betrayed into . . extravagancies by 
an assurance of his personal inspiration. 2838 Whewell 
in Todhunter WhewelTs Writings (187 6) II. 273 Landor’s 
extravagancies of expression. 

1 4. = Extravagance 4 . Obs. 

1666 G. Alsop Charac . Maryland (2866) 36 Natures ex- 
travagancy of a superabounding plenty. 1748 Richardson 
Clarissa (1811VI. xliL 324 All your extravagancies have 
been supported gratis. _ 2750 G.. Hughes Barbadoes 210, 
I have always thought it the height of extravagancy and 
luxury to fell so stately a tree. 182a Mrs. E. Nathan 
Langreath I. 19 He wanted money to pursue his extrava- 
gancies. 

Extravagant (ekstrae*vagant),tf. andjA Also 
6 , 7 aphet. Stravagant. [In the special use 
A. 2 , B. 1 , directly ad. med.L. extravagant-em, pr. 
pple. of extravagant (or extra vagari ) ; see Ex- 
travagate. The wider use came late in 16 th c. 
from Fr. extravagant , which appears first in 14 th c. 
The form Stravagant, from It, is somewhat ear- 
lier in our quots. Cf. It. estravaganie , stravagante 
( 15 th c.), Sp. estravaganie .] 

A. adj. 

+i- That wanders out of bounds ; straying, roam- 
ing, vagrant. Obs. exc. after Shaks. 

160a Shaks. Ham . 1. i. 154 At his [the cock’s] warning 
. . Th" extrauagant, and erring Spirit hyes to_ his Confine. 
2604 — Oth. 1. 1. 137 An extrauagant, and wheeling Stranger, 
Of here, and euerywhere. 1615 G. Sandys Trav. 93 Now 
dispersed into ample lakes, and again recollecting his 
extrauagant waters. 2842-4 Emerson Ess., Hist. Wks. 
(Bohn) I. 12 Rare, extravagant spirits come by us at inter- 
vals, 

fb. Mil. Of an officer: Keeping no fixed place; 
having a roving function. Obs. 

262a Markham Bk. War 11. viii. 69 He [the Serjeant] hath 
in the body of the Company, no Raunge at all, but is extra- 
vagant, and going vp and downe to oversee all Raunges. 
167a T. Venn Mil. <§• Mar . Discipl. v. 23 The two other 
Corporals to be extravagant, that is to view and see each 
Soldier keep his place. 

2. Canon Law. The distinctive epithet of certain 
papal constitutions. 

[The L. adj. seems originally to have been applied casually 
to denote ‘stray’ decrees not codified or collected in the 
decretals. They were afterwards added to the decretals, 
but retained their customary designation, to distinguish 
them from the older portions of the collection.] 

2387 Trevisa Higden 1 Rolls) VIII. 285 A constitucioun j>at 
is not i-putte in }?e course of lawes is i-cleped a constitucioun 
extravagant. 1608 T. Morton Preantb. Incounter 109 He 
citeth the Constitution extrauagant of Pope Bonifacius. 
1885 Catholic Diet. s. v., Each title being devoted to one 
or more * extravagant ’ Constitutions. 
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f3. Spreading or projecting beyond bounds; 
straggling. Obs. 

2605 B. Jonson Masque Blackness Wks. (1616) 894 They 
[the Masquers] were all scene, but in an extrauagant order. 
2650 Fuller Pisgah in, iv. 323 The prominency of this 
extravagant Tower. 2664 Evelyn Kal. H ort % (1729) 204 
Cutting the too thick and extravagant Roots a little. 1669 
W grudge Syst. Agric . (i68r) 111 Trimming up such as 
you spare for Standards, .from their extravagant Branches. 

+ 4. Widely divergent or discrepant (from, to ) ; 
remote from, irrelevant or foreign to a purpose or 
subject. Obs. 

i 6 ox Bp. Barlow Defence Prot. Relig. 115 A position ex? 
trauagant from all learning. 1605 Veicstegan Dec. Intel l. 
x. (1628) 337 Other languages, such as vnto ours are alto- 
gether strange and extrauagant. 2650 S. Clarke Eccl. Hist. 
1. (1654) 10S He never brake forth into reproaches extrava- 
gant from the cause. 1654 H, L’Estrangk Chas. /(1655' 166 
They were indeed the more knowing men, but their learning 
was extravagant to their Office. 2660 Hickerincill Jamaica 
(1661) 55 Whose Character. . I deem not much extravagant 
here to insert. 1665 Boyle Occas. Reft. vi. iii. 200 Won- 
dring to fipd our Customs so extravagant and differing from 
those of his Country, 

t 5. Varying widely from what is usual or pro- 
per ; unusual, abnormal, strange ; unbecoming, un- 
suitable. Obs. 

2650 Fuller Pisgah v. viii. 157 Persons .. treacherously 
slain, which occasioned their hasty, tumultuary, and extrava- 
gant interment. 1664 Power Exp. Philos, 11, vii. 109 Those 
extravagant Phsenomenaj which we observed in the first 
Experiment of Torrieellius. <2x668 Davbnant Masque 
Wks. (2673) 383 In an extravagant postuie stood a Tyger. 
1689 Luttkell Brief. R el, (1857) E 5®6 Some.. officers, are 
taken into custody for drinking extravagant healths, and 
speaking refleotingly of his majestic. . 1689 Burnet Tracts 
1. 12 Lausanne is situated on three Hills. .This extravagant 
situation of the Town. 2701 tr. Le Clerds Prim . Fathers 
(1702) 56 A Garment which is not commonly seen, seems 
Extravagant, though it was Fashionable in former Times. 

8 . ‘Roving beyond just limits or prescribed 
methods 9 (J.) ; exceeding the bounds of reason or 
propriety; excessive, irregular, fantastically absurd. 
Now with stronger sense : Astonishingly or fla- 
grantly excessive or extreme. 

a. of persons. Now rare exc. with agent-noun 
or Const, in. 

2599 B. Jonson Ev. Man out of Hum. Induct., Shall I be 
so extrauagant to thinke. That [etc.]. 2633 Durie in 

Presbyt. Rev. (1887) 305 Those y t were so extrauagant as 
to maintaine it unlawfull [etc.]. 1662 Stillingfl. Orig. 

Sacr. 1. iii. § 1 For them to have been so extravagant in 
their accounts of themselves. 1704 Hearne Duct. Hist. 
(1714) I. 2tx Zedekiah had.. no regard., for Virtue; and 
his companions were altogether as impious and extravagant 
as himself. 1815 W. H. Ireland Scribbleomania 73 The 
extravagant panegyrist of various living characters. 2840 
Macaulay Ranke Ess. 1854 1L 556/1 He [the enthusiast] 
may be vulgar, ignorant, visionary, extravagant. 

b. of dispositions, passions, actions, opinions, 
conditions, demands, etc. 

2588 Shaks. L. L. L. iv. ii. 68 This is a gift that I haue.. 
a foolish extrauagant spirit, full of formes, figures, shapes 
[etc.]. 1676 D’Urfey Mad. Fickle ut. i, Your Father’s In 
an extravagant rage. ^ 1722 Addison Sped. No. 160 r 3 
There appears something nobly wild and extravagant in 
great natural Genius’s. 1769 Robertson Chas. V, V. iv. 
372 It was impossible, .that the emperor would listen to 
these extravagant demands. 2809 Med. Jml, XXL 123 
A mind poisoned by extravagant opinions, 1821 Craig 
Led. Drawing iv. 204 The extravagant praise bestowed on 
the best pictures of the Greeks. 2848 Macaulay Hist. Eng. 

I. 164 Both had. .extravagant whimsies about dress. 2868 

J. H. Blunt Ref. Ch. Eng. I. 300 It is not extravagant to 
suppose.. that they had secret instructions. 

7. Exceeding the bounds of economy or necessity 
in expenditure, mode of living, etc. ; profuse, pro- 
digal, wasteful, a. Of persons. (Const, of) 

2722 Addison Sped. No. 243 !* 8 An extravagant Man. , 
has nothing else to recommend him but a false Generosity. 
2739 R. Bull tr. Dedekindus ’ Grobianus 55 What need 
we prove extravagant of Time. 2824 Jane Austen Mansf. 
Park (1851) 16 His eldest son was careless and extravagant* 
2879 Froude Caesar L 6 The rich were extravagant, for 
life had ceased to have practical interest, except for its 
material pleasures. 

b. Of expense, interest, price, etc. : Exorbitant, 
2707 Freind Peterbortmis Cond. Sp. 165 His Lordship 
gave an extravagant interest of 20 per cent. 2725 De Foe 
Voy. round World (1840) 99 The price . .was to us Indeed 
extravagant though to them moderate. 2868 M. Pattison 
A cadent. Org. iv. 106 An 'extravagant price to pay for the 
encouragement of sacred learning. 

B. sb. 

1. Canon Law. An 4 extravagant ’ constitution: 
see A. 2 . : 

1502 Ord. Crysten Men (W. de W.) iv. viiL 189 Those f 
cut. .y® body of ony deed persone. .ben acursed. .by the ex- 
trauagant of Bonyface. a 1622 Donne BtaOai/aros (1644) 8$ 
The Canon law, to which, the Canonist will stand . . are the 
Decretall letters, and all the extravagants. 1763 Blackstone 
Comm. I, 82 Gratian’s decree, Gregory’s decretals, the sixth 
decretal, the Clementine constitutions, and the extravagants 
of John and his successors, form the . . body of the Roman 
canon law. 2882 Stubbs Hist. Led. (1886) 306 The Ex- 
travagants as they were called, that is the authoritative 
sentences of the Popes which were not yet codified. 

*t* 2. One who strays or wanders from a place ; a 
vagrant, wanderer. Obs. 

2583 Stubbes Anat. Abus. 1. (1877-9) 172 May yon. as 
rogues, extrauagantes, and straglers from the Heauenlye 
Country, be arrested of . . Christ lesus. x6iS T, Adams 
White Dev He 27 I speak to you settled Citizens not Ex* 
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travagants. 1630-50 Bradford Plymouth Plantation tr. 
(1856) 187 Ordinarie officers are bound cheefly to their flocks 
and are not to be extravagants. 

Jig- *654 H. L’Estrange Chas. / (1655) 57 [They] are 
censurable for extravagants from their Commission. 

+ 3. One who does not keep within ordinary or 
reasonable limits ; an exceptional or eccentric per- 
son ; a fanatic. Obs. 

1626 W. Sclater Exp, 2 These. (1629^ 242 Haters of God 
. . the stile of some extravagants in nature. 1676 Glanvill 
Ess. iv. §4. so The Extravagants among us may be really 
distracted in the Affairs of Religion, though their Brains 
are untouch’d in other Matters. 1678 Trans . Crt, Spain 
H. 147 Whereby it may be seen what the ra«e of these 
extravagants was against the Vice-Roy. 1768 Richardson 
Clarissa VII. it 60 The dear Extravagant takes a delight 
in oddnesses. 

t b* One who exceeds the bounds of moderation 
in expenditure, expensive living, etc. ; a wasteful 
person, a spendthrift. Ohs. 

*745 Dqdsley Poems , Pain <§• Patience vi, The wild ex- 
travagant, whose thoughtless hand. With lavish tasteless 
pride, commits expence. 1777 Sheridan Sck. Scand . 1, i, 
Charles . . that extravagant, that bankrupt in fortune and 
reputation. .21797 Walpole Mem. Geo. Ill (1859) II. 39 
A new club which by the excess of play should draw all the 
young extravagants thither. 1825 C. M. Westmacott Eng. 
Spy I. 42 A good humoured sporting extravagant. 
t4. An extravagant act, statement, etc.; *= Ex- 
travagancy 3 . Obs. 

1644 Laud Wks. (1854) IV. 5s He fell foul upon me again 
. .as that I was the author of all the extravagants in the 
Government. 165a Gaule Magas tram. 107 Figments of 
mens brain, monsters of nature, devious extravagants, etc. 
1700 T. Brown tr. Fresny's Amusent. Ser. <4 Comic 148 Ex- 
amine well this serious Extravagant. .The Fools Bawble he 
makes such a pother with, is his Probity, 
fb. (See quots.). Obs. 

[Boorde’s use maybe transf. from 1.] 

1547 Boorde Brev. Health n. Pref., By cause I dyd.. 
leaue out many thynges in the fyrste boke. .in this boke 
named ‘ the Extrauagantes * I haue supplied those matters. 
*634 J. Bate Myst. Nat. Art iv. To Rdr., As there were 
divers experiments that I could not conveniently, .dispose in 
. .order. .1 thought it would not bee amisse to call them by 
the names of Extravagants. 

+ c. (See quot.). Obs. 

1622 Malynes Anc. Lem- Merck. 129 Certaine Merchants 
contracts . . are called Extrauagants, because tbe manner 
dither of buying or selling of commodities . . is rare and but 
vsed in some places. 

f Extravagant, v. Obs. rare- 1 , [f. prec. adj.] 
intr. = Extravagate. 

1656 S. H. Gold. Law ax To keep the so chosen within 
their said bounds, that they extravagant not 

+ Extravaga'ntine. Obs. [f. Extravagant 
4 -lXE after Clementine .] -Extravagant B. x. 
2549 Latimer 6 th Serm. bef. Edw. VI (Arb.) 177 Luther 
. .disputed agaynst the decretales, the Clementines, Alexan- 
drines, Estrauagantines. 

Extravagantly (ekstaewagantli), adv. [f. 
as prec. + -ly K} In an extravagant manner ; to an 
extravagant degree. 

tl. In an irregular position or manner ; in no 
fixed order. Obs. 

1623 Markham Country Content, ii. 126 Setting the Sallets 
extravagantly about the. table. 1625 Souldiers Accid, 45 
The Corporalls . . office is . . to ride extravagantly vp and 
downe on either side the Troope. 

% In a manner transgressing the bounds of reason 
or propriety; + nsurpingly, encroacbingly ; in later 
ttse, with, extravagance or undue violence of feeling 
or expression. 

1647 Clarendon Hist. Feb. vi. (1703) II. 53 The two 
Houses having., extravagantly nominated their own Divines. 
1660 R. Coke Penver fySubj. 13 Who have so extravagantly 
attributed both powers to be in the King, a *700 Dryden 
(T.)» Her passion was extravagantly new ; But mine is much 
the madder of the two. 1710 Steele Toiler Ho. 24 6 f 8 They 
so extravagantly aim at what they are unfit for. 1796 Morse 
Anter. Geog. I. 369 The famous fall, .is. .extravagantly and 
ludicrously described. 1809-10 Coleridge Friend (1865) 
136 Their antagonists flew off as extravagantly from the 
sober good sense of our forefathers. 1858 Holland Tit- 
comb's Lett. iii. 35 Everybody now dresses extravagantly. 

. 3. In an excessive degree ; to an excess. 

<2x715 Burnet Own Time n. (1724) I. 292 This Act . . 
being extravagantly severe, 1743 Walpole Lett. H.Mann 
(1834) I. lxxv.271 Sold.. for ^300,000 a year, and that was 
reckoned extravagantly dear. 1748 Hartley Ohserv. Man 
11. ii. 88 Idolatry, to which all mankind were then extrava- 
gantly prone. 1890 Spectator 1 $ Feb., Extravagantly fertile 
regions. 

4. In a too expensive manner ; with wasteful 
profusion or prodigality. 

Mod. The house was extravagantly furnished. 

Extr a’vagaatness . rare. [f. as prec. + 
-ness.] The quality or fact of being extravagant 
vjvj in Bailey vol. II. ; and in mod. Diets. 
Extravaganza (ekstevagse-nza). [ad. It. 
estravagama (an) extravagance (more commonly 
strwagama ), refashioned after L. extra-.] 

1. A composition, literary, musical or dramatic, 
of an extravagant or fantastic character. * 

2794 Mathias Purs. Lit. (1798) 343 Author of the pleas- 
ant Extravaganza on the Courage of Sir John Falstaff. 1815 
W. H. Ireland Scribbleomania 20 note, A portion of the ex- 
travaganza of that writer’s Curse of Kehama. 1833 PlanchA 
Extravaganzas (1879) I- **5 High, Low, Jack, and the 
Game . . a most extravagant Extravaganza. *873 M. Ar- 
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nold Lit. Dogma xii. § 3. 372 The difference between 
the grandeur of an extravaganza and the grandeur of the 
sea or the sky. 1879 Hullah in Grove Diet. Mas. 1 . 
499/2 A musical extravaganza must be the work of a 
musician familiar with the forms he caricatures. 

2. What resembles an extravaganza; bombastic 
extravagance of language or behaviour. 

£789 Belsham Ess. II. xxxvi. 289 The inehantment of 
Tasso borders upon the extravaganza. 1831 Scott Nigel 
Introd., Bardolph, Nym, Pistol . . men who had their 
humours, or their particular turn of extravaganza. 

3. nonce-use. An ‘ extravagance J in dress. 

i860 Heads # Hats 31 Send hoops, crinoline, and all ex- 
travaganzas to those bonfires in which we are wont to con- 
sume our Guys of every description. 

Hence Extravagamzist, an extravaganza writer. 
a 1849 Poe Marginalia Wks. 1864 III. 538 That . . school 
of extravaganzists who sprang from the ruins of Lamb. 

Extravagate (ekstrse-vag^t), v. [f. med.L. 
extrdvagat- ppl. stem of extrdvagdn (or extra 
vagarT) to wander, stray outside limits, f. extra 
outside + vagari to wander. Cf. Fr. extravaguer.} 
To wander ; only in Jig. sense. 

1. intr. T o wander away, stray, from , into. Also, 
f To extravagate it. 

1600 Abp. Abbot Exp. Jonah 219, I love not to extrava- 
gate from my text. 1611 Cotgr., Sortir hors de propos, To 
. .extrauagate it, fall from the matter. 1643 Prynne Sov. 
Power Pari. in. 108 A Maior. .extravagatingfromthe com- 
mon course of Law and Justice. 1684 tr. Agrippa's Van. 
Aries v. 30 Who. .when they cannot compass their ends in 
the right line, extravagate into forreign Pedigrees. 1867 
F. Oakeley in Manning Ess. Relig. f Lit. II. 159 Extrava- 
gating into ten thousand forms of religious error. 

2. To wander at large ; to roam at will. 

1766 Warburton Serm. Wks. 1787 V. 326 When the 
body plunges into the luxury of Sense, the mind will extra- 
vagate through all the regions of a viciated Imagination. 
1805 Wordsw. Prelude v. Wks. (1888) 269/2 Schemes In 
which his youth did first extravagate. 1833 J* H. Newman 
Ch. of Fathers (1842) 301 Extravagating beyond the beaten 
paths of orthodoxy. 

3. To go beyond bounds ; to exceed what is 
proper or reasonable. 

1829 Southey Sir T. More II. 323 A Quakeress does not 
extravagate when she engages in such an enterprize. 1845 
Gladstone Let. to Dec. m S. Wilberforce Life § Lett . 
(1880) I. 328 The Church of England has effectually confined 
this power from extravagating by the terms of the sixth 
Article. , 1869 F. W. Newman Misc. 105 This [scenery] is 
a topic on which the moderns extravagate. 

4. nonce use. To go to extravagance in. 

1871 M. Collins Mrg.fy Merck. I. vi, 204, I extravagate 
in magnesium. It is not much dearer than wax candles. 

t Extra vaga'tion. Obs. [f. prec. vb. : see 
-atxon, Cf. hr. extravagationl} Wandering be- 
yond due or prescribed limits ,* an extravagance. 

x6ii Cotgr., Extravagation, an extrauagation, or extra- 
uagating, 1669 Woodhead St. Teresa 1. Pref. (1671) 16 
The thinking of them is apt to cause some extravagation 
of our thoughts in Prayer, x 7.. Smollett (T.), I do not 
pretend to justify the extravagations of the mob. 
tExtra'vage, v* Obs. rare. Also aphet. 
Stravage. [ad. med.L. extrdvagari\ see Extra- 
vagate.] intr. a. To go beyond the sphere of 
duty ; to digress, b. To talk wildly, to ramble. 

c 1690 Tarbat in Story IF". Carstares xi. 198 Churchmen 
kept to the ministerial function, without extravaging on their 
fanciful jurisdiction. 1759 Fovut aihh all Decisions 1 . 137 
The Duke of Albany, .extravaged so that, etc. 

t Extrava'sal, a. Obs.-° [f. L. extra out- 
side -i -vds vessel + -al.] Outside its proper vessel. 
1674-81 in Blount Glossogr. 1692-1732 in Coles. 

tExtra*vasate, a. Obs. exc. poet. [f. next 
after ppl. adjs, in -ate^ from Lat] 

1. a. Outside of or not contained in any vessel, 
b. » Extravasated. 

a. 1663-76 in Bullokar. 1671 Phil. Trans. VI. 2122 All 
the Juyce of a Plant is not extravasate and loose, and like 
Water in a Spunge. 

b. 1764 Watson in Phil. Trans. LIV. 241 This air was 
extravasate, had burst through the extremities of the bron- 
chia and vesicular substance. 1868 Browning Ring $ Bk. 
xl 303 I’m told one clot of blood extravasate Ends one as 
certainly as Roland’s sword. 

2. Formed by extravasation. 

1728 Nicholls in Phil. Trans. XXXV. 443 The Aneurysm 
. , I find to be round like other extravasate Tumors. 

Extravasate (ekstne-vas^t), v. [f. L. extra 
outside + ms vessel + -ate K Cf. F. extravaser.} 

1. trans. To let or force out (a fluid, esp. blood) 
from its proper vessel. 

1669 W. Simpson Hydrol. Chym . 31 The exorbitant latex, 
which before was extravasated. 1684 Boyle Porousn. A mm. 
4* Solid Bod. In. 17 Small portions of blood, .being extrava- 
sated are obliged to stagnate there. 1748 Hartley Observ. 
Man 1. i. 44 Blood and Serum extravasated, and lying in 
the Ventricles, suffocate Sensations. 1764 Watson in Phil. 
Trans. LIV. 244 As.. injuries to the lungs are not easily 
removed, when once a rupture is made, every fit of cough- 
ing extravasates more air. 1797 M. Baillie Morb. Anat. 
(1807) 349 The matter which had been extravasated during 
the inflammation. 1880 Mac Cormac Antisept. Surg. 103 
Blood is extravasated into the tissues. 

2. intr. for reft. Of a fluid. : To flow out ; to 
force its way out, to escape. 

1686 W. Harris tr. Lemery's Chym. 11. xiv. (ed. 3) 345 The 
keen Salts which . .raised great effervescencies in the blood so 
as to make it extravasate. 1774 Golds m. Nat. Hist, vnu 
82 The juice or sap, turn’d back from its natural course ex- 
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travasates. 1847 Todd Cycl. Anat. III. 641/2 Blood some- 
times extravasates into the arachnoid sac. 

Extr&'vasated, ppl a. [f. prec. + -ed b] 

1 1* Placed outside a vessel. Obs. rare. 

1664 Power Exp. Philos, n. 108 The flux in the extrava- 
sated leg of the Syphon, is at first most strong. 
jig. 1726 De Foe Hist. Devil (1840) 259 If he be not in 
the inside . . I have so mean an opiniou of ail his extravasated 
powers that [etc.] 

2. Of a fluid, esp. blood : Let or forced out of its 
proper vessel ; effused. 

1681 tr. Willis' Rem. Med. Wks . Vocab., Extravasated 
put or let forth of the vessels as blood out of the veins. 
2684 tr. Bonefs Merc. Compit. v. 138 The extravasated 
blood. 1759 tr. Duhamel's Husb. 1. xv. (1762) 76 The ex- 
travasatea juice of. .ash, 2835 Lindley Introd. Boi. {1848) 
II. 343 The coagulation of the extravasated latex, 
b. Caused by extravasation of blood. 

2853 Kane Grinnell Exp. xxx iv, (1856) 304, I have twe 
cases of swelled limbs and extravasated blotches. 

3. Geol. Poured forth from a subterranean reser- 
voir. Cf. Extravasation 2 . 

1875 N. Amer. Rev. CXX. 205 Here too we find the 
germs of his [T. S. Hunt’s] theory of ‘ extravasated * rocks. 

Extravasation (ekstree vas^ '-pn). [f. Extra- 
vasate v. : see -ation. Cf. F. extravasation.} 

1. Hath. The escape of an organic fluid (e. g. 
blood, sap) from its proper vessels into the sur- 
rounding tissues ; an instance of this. 

1676 Wiseman Surgery 2 The Plenitude of Vessels ,, 
causeth an Extravasation of bloud. 1796 Morse Amer. 
Geog. I. 338 A stagnation and extravasation of the juices 
of the stalk. 1836 Todd Cycl. Anat. I. 400/1 The extrava- 
sation of urine. 1877 Roberts Handbk. Med. I. 28 Points 
of redness, -due to minute extravasations of blood. 

Jig. 1685 Burnet Lett. (1687) 143 Such an extravasation 
..of silver, occasions a great deadness in Trade. 2691 
Beverley Mem. Kingd. Christ o God having suffer’d 
so dangerous an Extravasation 01 the French Power, 
b. A mass or spot of extravasated blood. 

1836 Todd Cycl. Anat. I. 52/2 On the substance of the 
extravasation there were a. .number of spots of red blood. 
1878 A Hamilton Nerv. Dis. 19 The crura and pons are 
to be examined carefully For softening extravasations. 

2. Geol. Effusion (of molten rock) from a sub- 
terranean reservoir ; also, a deposit so formed. 

1842 G. P. Scrope Volcanos 9 To permit an extravasation 
of some of the heated and liquefied and gaseous matters. 
2864 C. P. Smyth Our Inheritance 11. viii. (1880) 144 
Amongst the veins and extravasations of granite and basalt. 

Estr avascular (ekstravse*ski*/la.i), a. Anat . 
[f. Extra- pref + Vascular.] Outside the vas- 
cular system ; not vascular. 

2804 Carlisle in Phil. Trans. XCV. 12 The horns.. and 
cuticular coverings, are all of them.. extra- vascular. 1S54 
Woodward Mollusca (1856)42 The shell.. being extravas- 
cular. .has no inherent power of repair. 1869 Huxley Pkys. 
ii. 26 There are certain parts which, .are. .said to be extra- 
vascular or non-vascular. 

t E'xtravase, V. Obs. [ad. F. extravas-er, f. 
L. extra outside + vds vessel.] = Extravasate. 
Hence E-xtravased ppl. a. 

2703 W. Cowper in Phil. Trans. XXIII. 1389 The Wax 
past from the Veins to the Arteries without coming into the 
Bronchese, or being extravas’d. 1852 Th. Ross tr. Hum- 
boldt's Trav. II. xx. 276 Extravased and coagulated blood. 

t Exfcravemate, a. Obs. [f. L. extra + vm-a 
vein + -ate 2.] Let out of the veins. 

% 1661 Glanvill Van . Dogm. xxi. 207 The wound is affected 
in like manner as is the extravenate bloud by the Sym- 
pathetick medicine. 2755 in Johnson ; and in mod. Diets. 

t Extrave*nate, V- Obs. rare. [f. as prec. + 
-ate 3.] trans. To let (blood) out of the veins ; to 
extravasate. Hence Extravena 'ted ppl. a. Ex~ 
travena'tion, the action of letting blood out of 
the veins ; an instance of this. 

1650 Charleton Paradoxes 36 The blood once extra- 
venated, or effiuxed out of its proper conservatory, .looseth 
its. .vitality. 1668 Culpepper & Cole Barthol. Anat. 302 
Extravenated Blood, or Blood out of its natural place, 
f Extrave*rsion. Obs. rare. [ad. modL. 
extrdversidn-em , f. L. extra outwards + version~em r 
n. of action f. vertere to turn : see Extroversion.] 
A turning out ; a rendering manifest. 

a 2692 Boyle Imperfect. Doctr. Qual. vii, The supposed 
extraversion or intraversion of sulphur. 2692-1732 Coles, 
Extraversion , a turningones thoughts upon outward objects. 
[*753 Chambers Cycl. Supp. r Exiraversio in chemistry, a 
term used to express the rendering manifest any thing saline,, 
alcaline, or acid, concealed in mixed bodies.] 

t Extrave*rt, v. Obs. [f. L. extra outwards + 
vert-ere to turn : see Extrovert.] trans. To turn 
outwards so as to be visible. Chiefly in early 
Chemistry, to render visible or sensible (the latent 
constituents of a substance). 

1669 W. Simpson Hydrol. Chym . 11, iii. 52 It is not the 
moist air that extraverts any preexistent nitrous parts from 
the body of the minerals, a 1691 Boyle Imperfect. Doctr. 
Qual. vii, The sulphur, or other hypostatical principle, is 
intraverted or extraverted, or as others speak, inverted. 
— High Veneration (1835) 50 All things are naked, and 
..extraverted to his eyes. 

Extra-violet : see Extra- i. 
Extravolirtion. nonce-wd. [f. L. extra out- 
wards + volvlre to roll ; cf. revolution^} A rolling 
outwards ; opposed to intravolution. 

1829 Lamb Final Mem. vin. 265 To show the intravolu- 
tions, extravolutions of which the animal frame is capable. 
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t Extray, v. In 5 extraie. [ad. Fr. extraire, 
refashioned form of estrairet—'L. extrahcre : see 
Extract.] *= Extract v . 

a 1450 Knt. de la Tour Prol. fi 868 ) 3 Ther that y fonde a 
good ensaumple, y made extraie it out. 

Extra-zodiacal : see Extra- 1 . 

Rxfcre, var. of Ax-tree, Obs. 

+ Extrea*t, sb. Obs . Forms; 5-7 extret'e, 
(5 exstreit, -treyt), 7- extreat, [var. of Es- 
treat, ex- for es- after Lat. ; for sense 2 cf. OF. 
f straits L. extracta.\ 

1 , * Estreat sb. 

1489 in Ld. T re as. Acc. Scot . 1x3 Item, to Thomson to 
pass in Galway for the exstreitis of the ayris, xij s. *497 
{bid. 316 The extret of the aid air of Fiffe. 1622 Caixis 
Stat. Sewers (1647) 227 But. .though I haveomitted them in 
my extreats, you will allow me them in Smnma totalis . 
1631 Weever Anc. Fun. Mon. 525 Extreats of fines, xyo 6 
in Phillips (ed. Kersey). 

i 2. Extraction. 

1596 Spenser F. Q. v. x, 1 Drawne forth from her hy 
divine extreate. 

tRxtrea't m v. Obs. [f. prec. sb.] 

X. tnms. = Estreat v. 1 . 

* 5*3 Fitzherb. Sum. xv. (1539) 33 The issues and profytes 
thereof . . are nat extreted in to the escheker, 1622 Callis 
Stat. Savers 1,1647) 137 To extreat the Fines into the Kings 
Exchequer. 

2. To eliminate, get rid of. 

, 1628 Venner Baths of Bathe 23 The . . last thing to be 
considered in the vse of this Water, is, that it be not giuen 
to such, as. .cannot extreate and passe it away by vrine. 

Extreme (ekstrrm), a., adv ., and sb. Forms ; 
5 7 extream(e, (6 extreeme), 5- extreme, [a. 
OF. extreme (F. extreme), ad. L. extremus , superl. 
of extents outward (see Exterior). 

. The L. extremus , like Eng. utmost , is scarcely to be 
found used in its strictly literal sense of ‘outermost*; the 
ordinary senses are ‘end most’, ‘farthest*, ‘last’; and, 
with loss of the distinctively superlative signification, ‘ very 
far advanced *, * excessive in degree ’. In late L. the adj. 
was treated as a positive, with compar. and superl. degrees 
extremior, extremissimus. In Eng. extremer, extremest, 
and more freq. more, most extreme , are occasionally used, 
and (although condemned by Johnson) are justifiable on the 
ground that the adj. is not always equivalent to a superla- 
tive. In some instances the superlative form may be really 
pleonastic as in chief es t. ] 

1. Outermost, farthest from the centre (of any 
area) ; endmost, situated at either of the ends (of 
a line, series, or scale: opposed to mean). Ex- 
treme parts (of the body); the ‘extremities’, hands, 
feet, fingers, toes, etc. {obs. or arch.). 

1503 Act 19 Hen. VII, c. 24 Chichester is in the extream 
Part of the. .Shire. 1557 Recorde JVhetst. D iij, Beginnyng 
with the two extremeste [nombers] that is .2. and .30. thei 
will by multiplicacion make .60. 1683 Salmon Doron Med. 
1. 32 [Hermodacts] purges Flegm by stool from the extream 
parts. 1725 Pope Odyss. xxxi. 281 The fruitful continent’s 
extreamest bound. 1748 F. Smith Voy. Disc. N.-W.Pass. 
I. 165 The principal Care required being as to the extreme 
Parts, as to the Feet and Legs, Arms and Hands, 1831 
Brewster Optics x. 89 The refrangibility of the extreme 
invisible ray which possessed the power of heating. 187 2 
Freeman Norm. Cong. IV. xvii. 72 These two extreme 
points of his province. .Hereford on the West and Norwich 
on the East, 

b. Math. Extreme and mean ratio (or ^pro- 
portion) : ^=Gr. drcpbs teal ftetros \6yos (see quots.). 

1570 Billingsley Euclid 153 b, A right line is sayd to be 
deuided by an extreme and meane proportion, when the 
whole is to the greater part, as the greater part is to the 
lesse, 1827 Hutton Course Math . I. 370 Let A B be the 
given line to be divided in extreme and mean ratio. 

c. Bellringing. Extreme bells, change', (seequots.). 

1671 Tintmnalogia B On four Bells, there are Twenty 

four several Changes, in Ringing of which, there is one Bell 
called the Hunt and the other three are Extream Bells. 
1677 F. S[teadman] Campanalogia 55 The extream changes 
may be made two ways, viz, either betwixt the two farthest 
extream bells from the hunt, or else betwixt the two nearest 
extream bells to it. 

2. Farthest, or very far advanced in any direc- 
tion; utmost, uttermost. 

1600 Shaks. A. K L. ii. i. 42 The hairie foole. .Stood on 
th* extremest verge of the swift brooke. 1703 Addison 
Italy 250 Miseno’s Cape and Bauli last he view’d, That on 
the Sea’s extreamest Borders stood. 1774 J. Bryant 
' My t hoi. I. p. vi, Colonies, .are to be found in the most ex- 
tream parts of the east. 1784 Cowper Task 11. 02 From th’ 
extremest point Of elevation down into th’ abyss, i860 
B’ness Bunsen in Hare Life II. v. 273 The extreme point 
supposed to have been reached. 1882 Proctor Font. Sc. 
Stud. 2, The extremest possible range of Telescopic vision. 

3. Last, latest. Obs. or arch., exc. in Extreme 
unction, in the Roman Catholic Church, ‘ a sacra- 
ment in which the sick in danger of death are 
anointed by a priest for the health of soul and 
body, the anointing being accompanied by a set 
form of words’ {Catholic Diet.). 

<71477 Caxton Jason 83 b. The extreme draughtes of deth. 
1313 Bradshaw St. Werburge 1. 3010 The extreme day. 
1332 Abp. Hamilton Catech. (1884) 34 The daie of extreme 
jugement. 1570 Fulke Refut. Rastel 795 Other writers, 
ascribe the institution of this extreame unction to Felix the 
fourth. 1669 Penn No Cross viii. § 8 The extream Mo- 
ments of Life. 1821 Shelley Adonais vi, Thy extreme 
hope, the loveliest and the last. 1875 Manning Mission 
H. Ghost i. 17 Those who upon a dying bed receive the 
Sacrament of Extreme Unction. 


4. Going to great lengths ; opposed to moderate. 

a. Of a quality, condition, or feeling : Existing 
in the utmost possible degree, or in an exceedingly 
high degree ; exceedingly great or intense. 

The phrase extreme old age is apprehended as belonging 
to this sense, though in the original L. extrema senectus the 
adj. has the sense 3. 

c 1460 Fortescue Abs. <5- j Lint. Mon. (1714) 22 Lyvyn in 
the most extreme Povertie. 1326 Pilgr. Perf (\V. de W, 
1531) 205 b, The moost extreme paynes. 1550 Coverdale 
Spir. Perle xii. He himself lieth not in any such extreme 
necessity. 1634 Sir T. Herbert Trav. 95 Winter colds, 
and. .the parching Sunne. .which in their seasons are there 
extreame. 1673 Traherne Chr. Ethics ix. 125 It is the 
extremest madness in the world. 17x0 Hearne Collect. (Oxf. 
Hist. Soc.) II. 348 Having an extream desire to be a Bp. 
1726 Chetwood Adv. Capt. R . Boyle 345 With the Day 
Reflection return’d, sharpen’d with the extreamest Hunger. 
1828 Scott F. M. Perth xxiii. Their surprise at his escape 
was therefore extreme. x868 Gladstone Juv. Mundi x. 
§ x. (1869 ) 388 The extremest degree of guilt. 1891 E. 
Peacock jV. Brendon II. 66 He knew that he was in ex- 
treme peril. 

b. Of a case, circumstance, supposition : Pre- 
senting in the utmost degree some particular 
characteristic. 

1397 Hooker Eccl. Pol. v. § 9. 16 Cases of necessltie 
being sometime but vrgent, sometime extreme. 1875 
owett Plato (ed. 2) IV. 24 The nature of anything is best 
nown from the examination of extreme cases. 1888 Bryce 
A mer. Commw. II. lx, 427 Party loyalty [is] strong enough 
. . in all but extreme cases. 

e. Of actions, measures, etc. : Severe or violent 
in the utmost degree, or in an exceedingly great 
degree ; stringent. 

13x2 Act 4 Hen. VIII, c. 20 Pream., Theire adherentes 
made extreme resistens. a 1333 bo. Berners Huon 
Ixxxii. 256 The doloures wepynges & teeres that they 
made were so extreme. 1538 Bale God's Promises hi. in 
Hazl. Dodsley 1 . 297 Neither kindness nor extreme handling 
can Make him to know me. 1607 Shaks. Timon in. v. 54 
To kill, I grant, is sinnes extreemest Gust. 16x4 Bp. Hall 
Recoil. Treat. 97s Moderate exercise strengthens, ex- 
treame destroys nature. 1685 Dryden Tkren. August, v. 
9 Th* extreamest ways they first ordain. 1856 Froude Hist. 
Eng. (1858) II. vii. 130 Having been driven to so extreme a 
measureagainst his will. 1888 A. K. Green Behind Closed 
Doors ii, We never anticipated her taking any such ex- 
treme action as this. 

d. Of opinions, fashions, etc. : Going to the 
utmost extent ; exceeding the limits of modera- 
tion. 

1876 J. Saunders Lion in Path xi, A lady, dressed in the 
extremest fashion of the time. 1878 M or ley Carlyle Crit, 
Misc. Ser. 1. 200 Holding one or other of the rival creeds in 
its most extreme, exclusive and intolerant form. 

e. Of persons; Going to great lengths in any 
action, habit, disposition, or opinion ; very ‘pro- 
nounced \ In early use often : f Strict, severe, 
harsh. Now chiefly with reference to opinions. 

a 1533 Frith Disput. Purge t. (1829) 154 The extreme 
enemies of God. <21x533 Ld. Berners Gold. Bk. M. Aurel. 
(1546) N vj, He shewed hymselfe as bolde in wordes, as ex- 
treme and base in his array. 1535 Coverdale Ps. cxxix. 
3 Yf thou (Lordei wilt be extreme to marcke what is done 
amysse. 1394 West Symbol, ir. Chancer ie § 139 A. B. 
accompted of him as of a verie extreame man. 1598 Shaks. 
Merry IV. iv. iv. xr Be not as extreme in submission, as in 
offence. 1602 Life T. Cromwell v. v. 127 Gardiner’s the 
cause makes Cromwell so extreme. 1634 SirT. Herbert 
Trav. T97 The greatest part are Heathens and extreme 
Idolaters. 1784 Cowper Task ir. 380 In conversation 
frivolous, in dress Extreme, i860 Hook Lives Alps. (1869) 
I. i ; 2 A Master who is not extreme to mark what is done 
amiss. 1889 Spectator 28 Dec., There will be a natural 
tendency in men who have this note of distinction to be .. 
what is called * extreme ’ men. 

t f. Of material agents, influences, etc. : Effec- 
tive in the utmost degree ; exceedingly intense or 
powerful in operation. Obs. 

c 1489 Caxton Blanchardyn liv.(i89o) 212 Extreame con- 
tagion of dangerous sicknes. 16x2 Drayton Poly-olb. xvi. 
253 Those two extreamer Winds from hurting it to let. 1634 
Sir T. Herbert Trav. 104 Supping a delighted Cup of ex- 
treame poy son. 1748 F. Smith Voy. Disc. N.-W. Pass. I. 
158 The Wind, .began to be extreme, or very intense. 

5. Music, a. In sense I, as extreme parts, the 

highest and lowest parts in part music, b. Ex- 
treme interval : « 4 augmented interval’ ; see 

Augmented 2 b, c. Extreme key : a key other 
than those related keys into which it is usual to 
modulate, fd. Formerly said of a key having 
more than three sharps or flats (obs.). 

1731 G. Keller Rules for Playing Thorow-Bass in W. 
Holder Harmony 164 The extream Sharp second is the 
same distance as the Flat third. Ibid. 191 The extream 
Sharp 2d. and 4th. generally prepares a Cadence. The 5th. 
and 7 th. and the Flat 5th. and extream Flat 7th. are 
generally the fore runners of a Cadence. 1876 Stainer & 
Barrett Mus. Terms , Chord of the extreme, sixth, a 
chord of modem growth so called because the interval of 
an extreme or augmented sixth is contained in it, either 
directly or by inversion. x88o Parry in Grove Diet. Mus. 
s.v. Interval, The interval of the augmented sixth is in- 
differently called ‘superfluous’ or ‘extreme sharp * sixth ; 
and the same terms are applied to the fifth. 

•f B. adv. In an extreme degree ; — Extremely 2 ; 
formerly frequent with adjs., occasional with advbs., 
rare with vbs. Obs. 

S593 H. Smith Gods A rrowe B iij, Except they be extreame 
vnthankeful and dissolute. 1394 H. Willobie in Shaks. 


C. Praise 9 The smothered flame, too closely pent Burnes 
more extreame for want of vent. 1636 Earl Straffokde 
Lett. <$• Dtsp. (1739) II. 22 My Lord Marshal writes ex- 
tream doubtfully of his Success with the Emperor. 17x0 
Hearne Collect. (Oxf. Hist. Soc.) III. 53 You have done 
extreme well in speaking to the Vice-Chancellor, 1796 
Burney Metastasio II. 5 In the empty and extreme cold 
theatre. x8x6 Keatinge Trav. (18x7) I. 270 Articles, .of an 
extreme costly description. 

C. sb. 

1. quasi-rA The adj. used absol. ; only in phrases, 
In (the) extreme ; in an extreme degree, extremely, 
t To be in extreme : to be at the extreme stage of 
some state or condition. 

1604 Shaks. Oik. v. ii. 347 Of one . . Perplex'd in the ex- 
treme. *17x1 Ken Sion Poet, Wks. 1721 IV. 390 Fond 
Love. .Is ever in Extreme. 1780 Cowper Lett. 8 May, I 
am delighted. .in the extreme. 1790 Norman $ Bertha 
I. 67 Elevated, but not in extreme, by their bacchanalian 
offering [etc.]. 1823 in Cobbett Rur. Rides (1885) I. 321 
The labourers’ houses . . beggarly ip the extreme. 1847 
G rote Greece 11.xIv. U862) IV. '69 This dismissal, ungracious 
in the extreme, .excited, .exasperation. 

*f2. sb. The utmost point or verge; that which 
terminates a body ; an end, extremity. Obs. 

2570 Billingsley Euclid 1. Def. iv. 2 A right lyne is that, 
whose extremes abiding, cannot be altered. 1626 Bacon 
Sylva § 749 Most of the hard substances fly to the extreams 
of the Body. 1660 Boyle New Exp. Pkys. Meek. vi. 58 
The open extream [of the pipe]. 1748 F. Smith Voy. Disc. 
N.-W . Pass. I. 28 Their Paddle being double bladed.. 
and the Blades one at each Extreme. 1802 Playfair Illusir. 
Hutton. Th. 304 Plumbago is the extreme of a gradation of 
which fossil coal is the beginning. 1808 J. Barlow Columb. 

I. 573 Far in his vast extremes he swells and thaws. 

f b. In [the, his) extremes : in the last moments 
or stage of life. Obs. ; ==L. in extremis (which is 
now often used). 

X546 Bale Eng. Votaries n. (1551) C viij b, As he lave in 
extremes. 1538 Bp. Watson Sev. Sacrum, xxx. 193 Send- 
ynge for theym [Priestes] in the extremes when they can 
doo them least good. 16x3 Purchas Pilgr. tx. Hi. (1614) 
833 In his extremes he vttered these things to his Con- 
fessor. [1767 Gooch Treat. Wounds I. 286 A person 
apparently in extremis , under a fit of the apoplexy. 1830 
Scott Monast. Answ. Introd. Ep. note , Having sent for a 
Cameronian clergyman when he was in extremis 

8 . That which occupies a place at either end of any- 
thing ; one of two things removed as far as possible 
from each other, in position, nature, or condition. 
Also in proverb : Extremes meet, 

1555 Eden Decades x 75 Not accomptynge the extremes. 
2603 Shaks. Lear v. iii. 198 Two extremes of passion, ioy 
and greefe. 1699 Burnet 39 A rt. xxv. (1700) 268 The other 
Extream that we likewise avoid, is [etc.]. 1721 De Foe 
Mem. Cavalier (1840) 17 As the English were very much 
out of favour., so the Scots were on the other extreme 
with the French. xBoaMed, Jml. III. 251 The intermediate 
space between those extremes. x8x6 Byron Parisina xiv, 
Now in laughter, now in tears, But madly Still in each 
extreme. 1822 ^Hazlitt Table-t. I. xv. 360 Extremes meet 
. . the most furious anarchists have since become the most 
barefaced apostates. 

b. Logic. Each of the extreme terms In a pro- 
position or a syllogism ; in a proposition the sub- 
ject or predicate, as distinguished from the copula ; 
in a syllogism, the major or minor term as distin- 
guished from the middle. 

1628 T, Spencer Logick 258 If the last extreame he affirmed 
of the middle terme, and the middle terme of the first ex- 
treame. 1635-60 Stanley // ist. Philos.(xjoi) 182/1 Extreams 
are the parts of a Proposition 1827-8 Sir W. Hamilton Logic 
xvi. (1866 si. 295 The Major and Minor Terms [of a syllogism] 
are called Extremes. 1849 Hoblyn Diet. Set. Terms , Ex- 
tremes. In Logpc, the subject and predicate of a proposi- 
tion are called its extremes or terms. 

c. Math. The first or last term of a ratio, series, 
or set of numbers. + Extremes conjunct and Ex- 
tremes disjunct, terms formerly in use in Spherical 
Trigonometry (see quot. 1796 ), for which adjacent 
parts and opposite parts are now employed. 

XS7 1 . Digges Pantom. iv. Def. iv, T j b, When fame 
magnitudes are . . in continual proportion, the first & the 
fourth are the extremes, x6x6 Wright tr. Napier's Descr. 
Logaritkmes 1. iii. 8 Of the Logarithmes of three pro- 
portionals, the double of the second, or middle one, is equal! 
to the summe of the extremes, 1733 Chambers Cycl. Supp., 
Extremes conjunct. 2796 Hutton Math. Diet. % 463 Ex- 
tremes Conjunct and Extremes Disjunct in Spherical Tri- 
gonometry, are the former the two circular parts that lie 
'next' the assumed middle part, and the latter' the two that 
lie remote from the middle part. 1806 — Course Math. I. 
x*5 Subtract the less extreme from the, greater..; x8S9'Ba.rn.,' 
Smith Arith. # Algebra <ed. 6) 432 The terms a and d are 
called the Extremes. 

d. Music. The extremes of an interval : the two 
sounds most distant from each other. 

e. Bell-ringing'. — ' extreme change’: see A. 1 c. 

1684 R. H. Sch. Recreat. 96 You may make your extream 

at the first, second, or third single Bob. 2702 J. D. & C. M. 
Campanalogia. Impr. 20 An Extream is a distinct Change 
from the rest, and made by the two farthest Extream Bells 
from the Half-hunt. 

4. The utmost imaginable or tolerable degree of 
anything ; a very high degree. Also in phrases In, 
to an, the extreme ; in extremes (cf. 1 ). 

1593 Shaks. 3 Hen. VI, in. ii. 125 By so much is 
the Wonder in extremes, ^ <22632 Capt. Smith True Trav. 

II. 47 Here the Proverbe is true that no extreame long con- 
tinueth. 2709 Pope Ess. Crit. 386 Avoid extreams ; and 
shun the fault of such Who still are pleas’d too little, or 
too much. 2723 — Iliad I. Ess. Homer l ii. Nor do they 
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[men] equally, .bear that human Nature . . Should he prais'd 
in an Extream without opposition. 1777 Burke Let. 
Sheriffs Bristol Wks. III. 18s The extreme of liberty., 
obtains no where. 1791 J. Lackington Mem. (1792) 228 
She was enthusiastical to an extreme. 1846 Pope's Jml. 
Trade tog A climate subject to great extremes, 2846 
Greener .Sc. Gunnery 117 Twisted .. to such an extreme 
as to resemble the threads of a very fine screw. 1858 
Emerson Lett. $ Soc. Aims, Pens, Poetry Wks. (Bohn) HI. 
237 Life in the East is fierce, short, hazardous, and in ex- 
tremes. 1883 F. M, Crawford Dr. Claudius ii, He was. . 
dressed in the extreme of the English fashion. 

fb . pi. Extremities, straits, hardships. Obs. 

1546-7 Paget Let. 2 Mar. in Tytler Edw. VI *1839' I. 24, 
I neuer loued extreams. 1594 Marlowe & Nashe Dido 1. 1. 
106 Lighten our Extremes with this one boon. 1634 Sir T. 
Herbert Trav, 25 The Sea- men fell into great extreames, 
1667 Dryden IuiL Emperor iv. ii, What now remains in 
these Extreams ? 

5. An excessive degree ; a * very great length \ 
in phrases to f break, carry , run to an extreme ; 
also, something carried to excess, an extreme 
measure, a desperate step. 

1588 Shaks. Tit. A . m. i. 216 Do not breaks into these 
deepe extreames. 159a Nashe P. Pen Hesse ^ed. 21 26 b, If I 
prooue Playes to be no extreame. 1612 Shaks. IVint. Taw iv. 
6 My gracious Lord, To chide at your extreames, it not be- 
comes me. 1753 Young Brothers iv. i, On what Extremes 
extreme distress impels me ? 1789 Belsham Ess. 1. xii. 217 
This would be running into a very absurd extreme. 1804 
Med. Jml. XII. 329 The antiphlogistic regimen, carried 
into extremes, .have been the causes, 1867 Mrs. H. Wood 
Life's Secret II. ir, I never thought the masters would go to 
the extreme of a lock-out. 

Extremeless (ekstrrmles), a . rare. [f. Ex- 
treme sb. -h -less.] Having no extremes or ex- 
tremities ; infinite. 

3:847 dn Craig ; and in mod. Diets. 

Extremely (ekstrf-mli), adv. [f. Extreme a. 

4* -LY -.] 

f 1. To the uttermost degree; in or with a very 
great degree of some quality, esp. severity. Obs. 

1532 Frith Mirror in, (1626) 43 That thy negligence- .be 
not. .extreamly imputed unto thee. 1563-87 Foxe A.fyM. 
(1684) III. 832 He was extreamly racked, within half a 
finger breadth as far as Anne Askew. 1661 Pepys Diary 2 
Nov., I did extremely beat him. 1703 Moxon Meek. Exerc . 
250 It must be extreamly beaten, which will break all the 
knots of Lime. 1709 Swift in Lett. Lit. Men (Camden) 340 
A sine-cure. .which, .would fitt me extremely. 1819 Byron 
Juan 1. Ixxvi, She .. look'd extremely at the opening 
door. 

t b. To be extremely in (superfluity, etc.) ; to 
be in state of extreme (superfluity, etc.). Obs. 

156a Bulleyn Def. agst. Sickness 51a, Twoo humours, 
equall aboundyng together, extremely in superfluite. 2655- 
60 Stanley Hist. Philos. 1.1701) 98/1 A Widow, .extreamly 
in want. 

2. In an extreme degree ; exceedingly, very much. 

a. with vbs. Now somewhat rare. 

1577 fb Googe Here slack's Hush. nr. (rs86) r22 You must 
not suffer your horse to drinke after his journey, till he be 
colde : howbeit, if he sweate not to extremely . .it is not so 
daungerous, 1607 Shaks. Tirnon m. ii. 14 One of his men 
, .vrg’d extreamly for’t , . and yet was deny’de. 1634 
Sir T.: Herbert Trav. 19 The Seas sweld extremely, 2712 
Wallis in J. Greenwood Eng. Gram. Pref, 31 Many who 
stuttered extreamly. *794 Sullivan View Nat. I, 121 The 
cause of the cohesion, of matter has extremely perplexed 
philosophers. 1841 Lane Arab, Nts. I. 85 The king was 
extremely astonished. 

b. with adjs., pples., or advbs. 

1540-54 Croke xiii. Ps. (Percy Soc.) ir, I am made feble 
like a wretch, Extremely croked, backe and bone. 1638 
Rouse Heav. Unit*. Advt, (1702 1 3 It was so extreamly 
dangerous. 1644 Milton Ednc., If wise Men and Prophets 
be not extreamly out. 177$ Adam Smith W. N. i. iii. 
(18691 1. 21 The Mediterranean was extremely favourable to 
the infant navigation of the world. 1808 Han. More C celebs 
v. (1809) 55 They used the strongest terms.. They were ex- 
tremely glad and extremely sorry. 1889 Sat. Rev. 23 Mar. 
335/1 Only an extremely strong and an extremely cool man 
could make the beating adequate to the offence. 

Extremeness (ekstrf-mnes). [f. as prec. + 
-NESS.] The quality or fact of being extreme. 

*530 in Palsgr. 2r8/i. 1609 Tourneur Sir F. Vere 481 
By extreamnes in another kind. 1727 in Bailey vol. II. 
1839 Tall House Usher Wks. 1864 I. 306 The ex- 
tremeness of the follyy 1891 Pall Mall G. 28 Dec. 3/2 The 
extremeness of its critical position may be judged, etc. 

Extremism [ekstrrmiz’m). [f. Extreme + 
-ISM.] 'Pendency to be extreme ; disposition to go 
to extremes. 

1865 Daily Tel. 29 Dec. 2/1 These days of extravagance 
and extremeism. 1887 The American XIII. 276 It is. . 
this extremism which makes any effective control of the traffic 
in liquors so nearly hopeless. 

Extremist (ekstrrmist). [f. as prec. -f -ist.] 
One who is disposed to go to the extreme, or who 
holds extreme opinions. 

1846 in Worcester (citing Ec, RevX 1850 D. Webster 
Sp. 7 Mar. 53 The extremists of both parts of the country are 
violent. 1856 Olmsted Slave States 177 The extremists 
of the South esteem their opponents as madmen, or robbers. 
1873 Whitney Orient. Stud. 122 The extremists of the 
German school. 

t Extremite. Obs. rare— 1 , [f. as prec. + 

-iTB.] = Extremist. 

1546 Gardiner Decl. Art. Joye p. xx, Folowynge the 
newe scoole of extremites, he denied all degrees of grace. 

Extremity (ekstre*miti). F or ms ; 4 6 extre- 
mite(e, ex(s)tremyte(e, 6-7 ©xtreamitie, -ty, 
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- extremity, [ad. F. extrimiti, ad. L. exiremi - 
tat -cm, f. exiremus (see Extreme a.).] 

1. The extreme or terminal point or portion of 
anything ; the very end. 

c 1400 Lanfrands Cirnrg. 155 pe round extremite of j>is 
boon. 1578 Lyte Dodoens m. Ixxi. 413 Branches, .haumg 
at their extremities or endes certayne whites. 1607 Shaks. 
Timon iv. iii. 301 The middle of Humanity thou neuer 
knewest, but the extremitie of both ends. 1657 ? URCHAS 
Pol. Flying- Ins. 204 The extremities of their wings are 
blunt. 166s Boyle Style of Script. 75 In the Mariner's 
Compasse, the Needle’s extremity, though J etc.]. 1726 tr. 
Gregory's Astron. I. 47 From these Extremities F, D , draw 
the very small right Lines FE. DC. 1828 Stark Eletn. 
Nat. Hist. II. 296 Antennae thickening towards their ex- 
tremity. 1867 Smyth Sailor's Word-bk ., Extremities, the 
stem and stern posts of a ship. 2870 F. R. Wilson Ch, Lin- 
disf. 8x At the extremity of the east end is a mausoleum. 

b. pi. The uttermost parts of the body ; the 
hands and feet. 

2460-70 Bk. Quintessence 17 He schal waische al his body 
and, his extremytees wij? brennynge watir ofte tymes. 2707 
Floyer Physic. Pulse-Watch 438 Cold in the Extremities. 
1768 W. Gilpin Ess. Prints hq His heads are ill-set on; 
his extremities incorrectly touched. 2804 Abernethy Surg. 
Observ. 185 His extremities were cold. His feet were put into 
hot water, 1870 Emerson Soc . <$• Solit., Courage Wks, 
(Bohn) III. 109 Bodily pain is., seated usually in the skin 
and the extremities. 

f 2. The two things which are at the extreme 
ends of a scale ; the ‘ extremes > as opposed to the 
{ mean V Obs. 

2375 Barbour Bruce vr. 336 Vorschip Extremyteis has 
twa ; Fule-hardyment . . And . .cowardiss. c 2400 Rom. Rose 
6528 Richesse and mendicitees Ben clepid two extremytees. 
2483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 179/3 Thextremytees of Justyce 
ben cruelte and defaulte. 2598 Ba.rckley Relic. Man (16 $x) 
620 The extremities of estates, specially the highest, are more 
subject to those things, .than the meane estates, 

3. The extreme or utmost degree, that which 
reaches the utmost point, f Also in phrases In, to 
{an, the , that) extremity. Obs. — Extreme sb. 4 . 

1543 4 Act 35 Hen. VI It, c. 22 The kynge . . is forced . . 
to prosecute his saide ennemies, with the sworde to the ex- 
tremitie of his power. 1553 Huloet, Extremitye of the 
la we. Summum Ins. 1590 Shaks. Com. Err. i. i. 242 
Haplesse Egeon whom the fates haue markt To beare the 
extremitie of dire mishap. ^ — Mids. N. in. ii. 3 Which 
she must dote on, in extremitie. 2638 Rouse Heav. Univ. 
iii. (1702 1 23 Having none of them to suffer extremities 
of Penury and Want. 1653 Walton A nglerx. xvii. § 5 In 
Derbyshire . . the waters . . clear to an extremity. 1693 Dry- 
den Cleomenes Pref., Farce, the Extremitie of bad Poetry. 
1719 De Foe Crusoe (Reprint* 41 The weather was hot to 
the Extremity. 2733 — Plague (1756) T73 It was encreased 
to such a frightful extremity. 2776 Gibbon Decl. # F. I. 
xxiv. 708 The last extremities of thirst and hunger. 1882 
Farrar Early Chr. I. 449 note, N o more violent extremity 
of sin . .can be described. 

t b. The utmost penalty. Obs. 

2591 R. Turnbull St. James 103^ Before the iudgement 
scales, .they will haue the extremitie of them. 

1 4. Extreme or inordinate intensity or violence 
(of passion, action, suffering, labour, etc.) ; an in- 
stance of this ; a violent outburst. Obs. 

1509 Hawes Past. Pleas, xvi. Ii, Great extremyte Of fervent 
love. 1590 Spenser F. Q. ii. ii. 38 With equal! measure 
she did moderate The strong extremities of their outrage. 
1596 Edward III, ill. i . 35 When the exhalations of the air 
Break in extremity of lightning flash. 1621 Bp. Hall 
Heaven upon Earth § 4 An vnwonted extremitie of the blow 
shall fetch blood. 1632 J. Hayward tr. Biondi's Eromena 
20 The Admirall. .burst, .into an extremitie of weeping. 
2669 Marvell Carr, cxxix. Wks. 1872-5 II. 293 Having the 
favor to sit by reason of his extremity of the gout, 
b. Extreme stress or severity (of weather). 

2664 Evelyn Kal. Hort, (1729) 197 All such Extremities 
of Weather. 1692 Luttrell Brief. Rel. (1857) II. 348 The 
extremity of the weather, .prevented it. 1716-8 Lady M. 
W. Montague Lett. I. xxi, 65 It is now the very extremity 
of the winter here. 1797 Bewick Brit. Birds (1847) I. 75 
The extremity of the weather. 

f5. Extravagance in opinion, behaviour, or ex- 
penditure ; an instance of this. Obs. 

a 1533 Ld. Berners Gold. Bk. M. Aurel. (1546) Ivb, Ye 
women are so extreme in all headlong extremitees. 2598 
Shaks. Merry W. iv, ii. 169 If I . . shew no colour for my 
extremity : Let me , . be your Table-sport. 264a Fuller 
Holy <$• Prof. St. 11. ix. 86 Many notorious for extremities 
may find favourers to preferre them. 1709 Strype Ann. 
Ref I. xlvi, 505 This extremity in apparel, .tended to the 
confusion of the degrees of all estates. 1712 Steele Sped. 
No. 426 ip 4 All the Extremities of Houshold Expence. 

1 6. Extreme severity or rigour. Obs. 

15. ; Hours of Virgin 100 Entreating me w0‘ like ex- 
tremitie As if. I were Thy mortal! enemie. 2580 Baret 
Ah. E 505 To vse extreamitie .. lure summo agere. 
2590 Shaks, Com. Err. v. i. 307 Oh times extremity* 
Hast thou so crack’d and splitted my poore tongue 
[etc ]. 2639 Massinger Unnat. Combat, r. i. B iv b, We 
sit ingag’d to censure him with all Extremitie and rigour. 

7. A condition of extreme urgency or need; the 
utmost point of adversity, embarrassment, or suf- 
fering. Phrases, To f bring, drive, f put, reduce 
to (the last) extremity or extremities . f Upon an 
extremity : on an emergency. 

c 2425 Hoccleve Minor P. i. ^ 1892) 208 In swich an houres 
extreniitee. c 154a Udall in Ellis Orig. Lett. (1843) 3 Con- 
sidre in what extremitee and distresse I am constitute. 2560 
A. L. lx, Calvin's Four e Serin. Songe Ezech. iv, Sometimes 
thei are brought to such extremitie that onles they digge 
the earth . . they haue not a droppe of water to drinke. 1597 
Morley Introd. Mus. 21 He vsed it vpoti an extremity. 


2607 Topsell Serpents (1658) 597 A Serpent was the first 
original of all his extremities. 1682 Dryden Abs, % A chit. 
159 A daring Pilot in Extremity, a 2692 Flavel Sea-Dg. 
liverances Wks. 1731 II. 608 We knew that man's extremity 
is God’s opportunity. 1729 De Foe Crusoe I. via, 130, 

I was not driven to any extremities for food. 2781 Gib- 
bon Decl. 4 - F. III. 165 Florence was reduced to the last 
extremity. 2848 Macaulay Hist. Eng, II. 95 Driven to 
extremity. 

b. {To resist, etc.) to the last extremity ; to the 
death, f To expect the extremity : to be prepared 
for the worst or for death. 

1634 Lond. Gas. No. 1969/2 The Besieged, .seem resolved 
to expect the Extremity. 1856 Emerson Eng. Traits, Aris- 
tocracy Wks. (Bohn) II. 80 The English tenant would defend 
his lord to the last extremity. 

8 . A person's last moments ; the 4 article of 
death’, arch. 

2602 Warner Alb. Eng. xnr. lxxvi. (2612) 315 Yea. .in 
extremeties, thou touchest on his name. <22628 Preston 
New Coat. (16341 209 At the day of death, at the time of ex- 
tremity. 2753 N. Torriano Gangr. Sore Throat 51 Many 
Children sick of this Disease, to whom ! could give no Help, 
being not called till the very Extremity. 2838 James Louis 
XIV, III. i. 14 Letters from Mazarin announcing that the 
King was at extremity. 2863 'SiKX.K Last Crusader 218 
Saint Louis, .being in extremities, .receives extreme unction. 

9. An extreme measure; the utmost point of 
severity or desperation. Chiefly in pi. 

2639 Massinger Unnat. Combat, n. i, Look, therefore, for 
extremities ..I will . . kill thee As a serpent swollen with 
poison. 1734 tr. Rollin' s Anc. Hist. ( 1827) VIII. xix. ix. 250 
Urge me to extremities. 2862 Ld. Brougham Brit. Const, 
xii.^ 165 In case matters were pushed to the extremity of 
a civil war. Ibid. xv. 234 The extremities to which the 
leaders went against the King. 2890 Sat. Rev. 19 Apr. 
483/1 Putting him up as if to be shot, knowing all the while 
that he could not legally proceed to extremity. 

10. The quality of being extreme (in the current 
senses of the adj.) ; extremeness. Somewhat rare. 

1848 Macaulay Hist. Eng. II. 555 The extremity of the 
danger drewSancroft forth from his palace. . 2862 Tulloch 
Eng. Pnrit. 99 The very extremity of their views gave them 
strength. 2862 Stanley Jew. Ch. (1877) h xvii. 328 This 
exact description, .required by the very extremity of its 
destruction. 

Kxtricable (e'kstrikab’l), a. [f. L. exlrica~re : 
see next and -able.] That may or can be extri- 
cated. T a. That may be unravelled or solved 
{obs.). b. That may be set free or got out. 

a. 2623 6 in Cockeram. 2678 Cudworth Intell. Syst. 
863 Some Difficulty, not easily Extricable by us. a 1712 
Ken Hymnotheo Wks. 1722 III. 274 With Diabolic Eden 
them [the Labyrinth, Catacombs, etc.] compare, They 
regular, and extricable are. 

b. a 2794 Sir W. J ones Select Ind. Plants § 28 Germ. . 
scarce extricable from the calyx enclosing and grasping it. 
2853 Miss E. S. Sheppard Ch. Auchester I. n When deftly 
handled, [it] had still some delights extricable. 

Extricate (e-kstrik^t), v. [f. L. exIrTcat- 
ppl. stem of extricare to disentangle, f. ex- (see 
Ex- prefff) + trzese perplexities.] 

1. trans. To unravel (what is tangled) ; Jig. to 
clear of intricacies or perplexities. Now rare. 

2614 Selden Titles Hon. 384 Neither do I see any Ciuilian 
able to extricat it enough cleanly. 1677 Hale Prim. Orig. 
Man. 1 . i. 40 This . . extricateth that Question which bath 
so troubled the World. 2678 Cudworth Intell. Syst . 350 
Thou extricatest the involved threds of Fate. 2684 Ray 
Core. ( 1848) 139 Extricating what is perplex and entangled. 
2849-50 Alison Hist. Europe III. xvii, § 14. 496 Some 
method of extricating public affairs. 

2 . To disentangle (a person or thing) ; to disen- 
gage, set free from , out of (anything that entangles, 
a state of confinement, difficulty, or entangle- 
ment). 

<22632 Donne in Select. (2840) 181 If we search farther into 
these points than the Scripture hath opened us a way, how 
shall we hope to. .extricate ourselues? 2654 True State 
Commw. 24 The sense of law could neuer have been extri- 
cated out of endless intanglements. 2665 R. Hooke Micro - 
graphia 37 All the Springs of the several parts . . imme- 
diately extricate themselves and fly asunder every way. 
a 2732 T. Boston Crook in Lot (1805) 12 A thicket, out of 
which he knows not how to extricate himself. 1794 Sul- 
livan View Nat. V. 388 Extricate yourselves from preju- 
dice. 2863 Fr. A. Kemble Rest'd, Georgia 46 Having at 
length extricated myself from the group. 2866 Owen Anat. 
Vertebrates I. xii. § 120. 635 The rest [of the development 
of the embryo] is completed and the young extricated in . t wo 
months. 1870 Disraeli Lothair vii, Lothair had promised 
to extricate his friend from his overwhelming difficulties. 

b. Chem. To liberate, disengage (gas, etc.) from 
a state of combination. 

1790 Keir in Phil. Trans. LXXX. 365 The quantity of 
nitrous gas extricated during this action on the tin. 2838 
T. Thomson Chem . Org. Bodies 19 The atom of water may 
be extricated from the acid. 2875 Ure' s Diet. Arts III. 557 
The carbonic acid and other offensive gases, .extricated. 
Hence Extricated///, a. 

2657 Reeve God's Plea 29 If man which is but an impli- 
cated and mixt Agent, how much more God [may lord it], 
who is an extricated and free Agent? 

Extrication (ekstrik^Jan). [n. of action f* 
L. extricare : see prec. and -ation.] 

1. The action of extricating or disentangling ; 
disentanglement from an involved situation, from 
difficulty or perplexity. 

1650 B. Discolliminium 45, I shall be allowed the full 
benefit of all the . . extrications , , that I. . can devise. 2750 
Johnson Rambler No, 62 f 3 Too . . embarrassed to think 
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EXTRINSIC. 

much on any thing but the means of extrication . 2854 Bn ight 
6/.; 2876) 275 A people whose extrication from ignorance 
and poverty can only be hoped for from the continuance of 
peace. 1854 Rogers Ess. (i860} II. 27 Immense is the 
difficulty attending the clear extrication and expression of 
truth m intellectual philosophy. 1856 Kane A ret. Expl. I. 
xxvii. 361, I owed my extrication, .to a team-dog. 
b. Escape from the egg ; hatching. 

2797 Bewick Brit. Birds ,1847) I. 331 Young Turtles, 
after their .Extrication from the shell, are very tender. 2866 
Owen Anat. Vertebrates I. xii. § 119. 623 After extrication, 
the tadpole rapidly grows. 

2 . t hem. The action or process of setting free 
(an element, gas, etc.) from something containing 
it ; = Evolution 3. Now rare. 

a 169 1 Boyle Producibleness Spirits 11. in, We may sup- 
pose it [acid spirit] to have been made rather by transmu- 
tation than extrication. 2790 Keir in Phil. Trans. LXXX. 
3^5 No extrication of gas appeared until [etc }. 1800 Henry 
Epit. them. (1808) 144 Heat and vapour . , accompanied . . 
■with an extrication of light. 1812 Abernethy Surg. Wks. 

I. 39 The extrication of inflammable air. 1856 W. A. Miller 
Elem. Chew. n. ii. § 286 Chemical action attended with 
extrication of light and heat. 

Extrinsic (ekstrrnsik), a. Forms: 6 ex- 
try nsyke, 7 extrinsique, 7-8 extrinsiekfe, 7- 
extrinsie. [ad. F. extrinsique , ad. late L. ex- 
trinsec-us , adj. f. L. extrinsecus adv . 1 outwardly \ f. 
exter outside + -in suffix of locality + seats prep. 

4 beside *, used as a suffix = Eng. -side, f. root of 
sequ-i to follow ; cf. altrinsecus , intrinsecus , utrin- 
secus. The ending has been assimilated to the 
suffix -ic.] Outward ; opposed to intrinsic . 

+ 1 * Situated on the outside ; exterior. Obs. rare . 
2542 R* Copland Guydon's Quest. Chirurg One [skin] is 
extrynsyke or outforth. 

b. Pertaining to the outside ; external. 

*75° Johnson Rambler No. 58 f 6 She disguises life in 
extrinsic ornaments^ 1805 Woresw. Prelude xui. Wks. 
<1888) 327 Extrinsic differences, the outward marks Whereby 
society has parted man From man. 1824 Dibdin Libr. 
Comp. 763 The notes are worthy of its extrinsic splendour, 
f c. absol. (quasi-jA). The external signs. Obs. 
a 1797 H. Walpole Mem. Geo. IJ (1847} III. hi. 49 He 
missed that affection, .which his virtues, .deserved ; for he 
wanted the extrinsic of merit. 

2 . Pertaining to an object in its external relations. 
Now rare. 

a 1617 Bayne On Eph. (1658) 19 Christ in regard of his 
extrinsick nature is the Son of God. 1640 G. Watts tr. 
Bacon's Adv. Learn, in. iv. 145 Astronomy exhibiteth the ■ 
extrinsique Parts of Celestial Bodies, (namely the Number* 
Situation, Motion, and Periods of the starres). 1802 Knox 
in Knox 4* J ebb's Corr. (1834) I. 18 To explain these, and 
similar passages, as if they referred, rather to a relative and 
extrinsic, than, .a real and internal change. 1867 Draper 
Amer. Civ. War III. 487 The Confederates suggested., 
entering conjointly on some scheme of extrinsic policy, 
b. Anat. 

2872 Darwin Desc. Man I. i. 20 The extrinsic muscles 
which serve to niove the whole external ear, 1884 Syd; Soc. 
Lex., Extrinsic limb-muscles, those muscles which are at- 
tached in part to the trunk and in part to the limbs. 

3 . Lying outside, not included in, or forming 
part of, the object under consideration. Const, to , 
rarely f from. 

2666 South Serin. Tit. ii. 15 (1715} I. 181 Any. .Discourse 
extrinsick to the Subject Matter and Design of the Text. 
2678 R. Barclay Apol. Quakers xiii. § 4, 456 Things ex- 
trinsick from, and unnecessary to, the main matter. 1715 
Cheyne Philos. Princ. Relig . 1. 144 A Principle quite ex- 
trinsick to Matter. 1818 Hallam Mid. Ages (1872) III. 428 
The reality of universal ideas, considered as extrinsic to the 
human mind. 1862 W. Bell Diet. Law Scot. 376/1 Ex- 
trinsic.. .Applied to evidence, .beyond that afforded by the 
deed or document under consideration, a 1866 J. Grote 
Eth. Fragm. ii.{ 1876) 36 Authority emanating from the public 
and extrinsic to the individual. 

b. Of a cause or influence: Operating from 
without, external, extraneous. 

2613 Sherley Trav. Persia 52 The King began to thinke 
himselfe. . established . .both from intrinsicke and extrinsicke 
dangers. 2699 Burnet 39 Art. i. (1700) 26 God^ is. .just. . 
not by an extrinsick Necessity.. but by an Intrinsick Ne- 
cessity. 1819 W. Lawrence Comp. Anat. (1822) 73 Some 
extrinsic aid. 2878 Foster Pkys. m. i. 304 A superficial 
cell which alone is subject to extrinsic stimuli, 

4 . Due to external circumstances; not inherent 
or essential ; accessory, adventitious. 

262* Malynes Anc. Law-Merch. 415 The true value of 
moneys, according to their intrinsicke weight and finenesse, 
and their extrinsicke valuation. 2675 Wilkins Nat. Relig. 

II. vi. 364 The Royal stamp upon any. .Metal may be suffi- 
cient to give it an extrinsick value, .but it cannot give an 
intrinsick value. 2725 Watts Lope 1. ii. § 4 Extrinsic 
modes are such as arise from something that is not the sub- 
ject or substance itself. 2750 Johnson Rambler No. 60 F 12 
Not to be known from one another but by extrinsic and casual 
circumstances. 2822 Hazlitt Table-t. II. v. 105 Without any 
extrinsic advantages of birth. 2875 Stubbs Const, Hist. 

III. xxi. 612 The ages in which they would work , . with 
fewer extrinsic incumbrances, 

t b. Pertaining to what is adventitious. Obs. 
2680 M or den Geog. Red. (1685) 262 The outward Form 
or Character of the Prince or State [is observable] for the 
extrinsick Knowledg of Money. 

Extrinsical (ekstrimsikal), a. and sb. Now 
rare . Forms : 6-9 exbrinsecal(l, 6-7 extrinsi- 
cal!, 7-0 extrinsical, [f. as prec. + -al.] 

A. adj. 

1 . * Extrinsic i. 


*594 Blundevil Exerc. m. 3. ix. 292 These two circles 
having respect to a materiall Spheare, are said to be ex- 
trinsical! or outward. 1609 Douland Omith. Micro! 44 
Extrinsicail [signes] are those, .which doe outwardly present 
themselues. 1645 _ Rutherford Tryal # Tri. Faith a 84 5) 
63 There is carnosity on the ear-drum. This is extrinsical. 

b. = Extrinsic i b. 

2380 G. Harvey 3 Proper Lett. 14 That .. skill I have in 
extrinsical! & Intrinsecall physiognomic. 

2 . = Extrinsic 2. 

2608 D. T. Ess. Pol. <§• Mor. 55 Due consideration must 
he had of those things . . though of themselves, and without 
extrinsecall relation, they be neverso laudable. 2693 Leigh- 
ton Comm. 2 Pet. 11850) I. 24 This our adoption is not a 
mere extrinsical denomination, as is adoption amongst men. 

3 . = Extrinsic 3. 

_ 1641 W limns Mat A . Magic k 11. i. {1648 ' 146 Something which 
is extrinsecall unto their own frame. 2652 W, G. tr. C owe Is 
Inst. 193 The condition, .that the Rent shall be paid in any 
extrinsecall place, a 2797 Burke Hints Ess. Drama Wks. 
1812 V. 425 The other [the order of things] is as it were 
foreign and extrinsecal. 1870 Lowell Among my Bks. Ser. 
L 84 Shakespeare . . projected himself in his own creations ; 
but those creations never became . . so objective, or, as they 
used to say, extrinsical, to him, so as [etc,]. 

b. «* Extrinsic 3 b. 

1578 Banister Hist. Man 1. 24 Safetie .. from outward, 
and extrinsicail anoyaunce. 2604 T. Wright Passions 1. i. 
4 Diverse other extrinsecall causes of diseases. 1644 Digby 
Nat. Bodies x. (2658) .94 The motion of every body followeth 
the percussion of extrinsecal Agents. 2728 J. Chamberlayke 
Relig. Philos. (27 30) Il. xxii. § 36 Some other extrinsical 
Impediment. 2754 Edwards Freed. Will m. i. 138 One of 
our Fellow Creatures who did us Good . . from nicer Com- 
pulsion, or extrinsecal Necessity. 

4 . = Extrinsic 4. 

2393 Nashe Four Lett . Confnt , 62 Of such extrinsecall 
things, .would I not willingly vaunt. 1649 Jer. Taylor Gt. 
Exemp. 11. xi. 154 All else that is to he considered concern- 
ing prayer is extrinsecall, and accidentall to it. 1690 Boyle 
Chr. Virtuoso 1. 94 One Circumstance .. may seem more 
Extrinsecal than those hitherto mentioned, 
f B. sb. Something that is extrinsic. 

1622-62 Heylin Cosmogr. 1. (2682) 257 These extrinsecals 
of Religion. 2639 — A nimadv. in Fuller's A ppeal (1840) 319 
The first . . is a mere extrinsecal. 

Extrmsicality (ekstrinsikseffifti). [f. prec. 
+ -ity.] The state of being extrinsical. 

2832 in Roget Thesaurus 6. 2860 in Worcester ; and in 
later Diets. 

Extrinsically (ekstrrnsikali), adv. [f. as 
prec. + -ly *.] In an extrinsic manner ; + on the 
exterior ; f in outward behaviour ; with respect to 
outward qualities or external relations ; so as to 
be outside or distinct from the object under con- 
sideration ; from an external source, by external 
influence; unessentially, adventitiously. 

2584 R. Scot Disc. Witcher, iv. iv. 61 They [witches] 
h urt extrinsecallie with images, hearbs, &c. 2613 J. Salkeld 
T reat. A ngels 39 An Angell is said to assume a body, because 
hee is onely extrinsecally united unto it. 2647 H. More 
Song of Soul 1. Pref., He will extrinsecally shape .. his 
actions according* to that outward Rule. 2659 B. Harris 
Parivat s Iron Age 148 The Princes, .lamented him ex- 
trinsecally ; but were, .glad enough, to be rid of such a Con - 
querour. 1668 Culpepper & Cole Barthol. Anat . 1. xi. 26 
According to the Longitude of the Colon, there are ex- 
trinsecally observed certain fat Appendices. 2673 M. Clif- 
ford Hum. Reason in Pkenix (1708) II. 545 A Vision or 
Revelation extrinsecally coming into their Souls. 2835 H. 
Spencer Princ, Psychol. (2872) II. vn. iii. 320 Time.. is ex- 
trinsically connoted. 2858 Gladstone Homer II. ii. 267 The 
idea of spiritual danger to man through guile tempting him 
extrinsically but inwardly, entirely disappears. 

Extrinsicalness (ekstrimsikalnes). [f. as 
prec. + -ness.] The state of being extrinsical. 
2727-36 in Bailey ; and in modern Diets. 

t Extri*nsicate, a. Obs. rare ~V In 6 
-secate. [f. L. extrinsec-us (see Extrinsic) -f 
-atb*.] *= Extrinsic 2. 

1600 Dr. Dodypoll n. iii. in Bullen O. PI. (1884) III. 122 
Dreames. .Which nature doth not forme of her owne power 
But are extrinsecate. 

Extrinsicate (ekstirnsik<£ f t), v. rare. Also 
7 extrinsecate. [f. as prec. + «atb 3 , j trtms. To 
exhibit outwardly ; to express. 

2645 City A larum 19 To extrinsecate my selfe more 
plainely, this opinion is spawned by ignorance of our con- 
dition. 2887 Workman tr. Blanches Disord. Lang, in 
Alien. <$• Neurol. VIII. 219 The idea cannot be extrinsicated 
either in spoken words or m writing. 

Extro-j a quasi- Lat. prefix, with the sense * out- 
wards an alteration of L. extra outside, after the 
analogy of X. intro inwards, compared with intrd 
inside; cf. also L. contro - (see Controvert). It 
occurs only in words formed after the model of, 
and by way of antithesis to, similar compounds of 
intro-. 

Extro&action (ekstmdjrkjbn). [f. Extro- 
pref. + L. ductidn-em drawing, leading ; cf. intro- 
duction] * A drawing out or extraction * (Syd. 
Soc. Lex. 1884). 

Extroitive (ekstmwitiv), a. rare. [f. Extro- 
pref. + L. it- ppl. stem of ire to go + -ive ; cf. 
introitivei\ Directed to external objects. 

2834 Coleridge Lit . Rem. (1836) II. 222 Women, .feel less 
proportionateabhorrence of moral evil in and for itself, and 
more of its outward consequences, .their natures being al- 
most wholly extroitive. 


t Extromi'ssion. Obs. rare— 1 , [n. of action 
f. as next ; cf. intromission .] The action of send- 
ing out or forth. 

2622 Stillingfl. Orig. Sacr. in. ii. § 2 fed. 3) 424 Not by 
an extromission of rays of Knowledge but by an intromis- 
sion of [etc.]. 

+ Extromrt, V. Obs. [f. Extro- + L. mitt- 
ere to send.] trans. To send or throw out. 

a 2722 Ken Hymnoikeo Poet. Wks. 2721 III. 36 Satan 
with Looks, which extromitted Spite, ibid. 267 Eyes.. ex- 
tromitting lustful Flame. 

Extrophy, var. of Exstrophy. 

Extropical ^ekstrp-pikal), a . [f. Ex- pref . +• 
Tropic + -al.] = Extra - tropical : see Extra- 

1860 Maury Pkys, Geog. Sea iii. § 269 In the ex-tropical 
regions of the South. 

Extrorsal (ekstr^usal), a. Bot. [f. next + -al ] 
= next. 2842 in Brande, 1846 in Worcester, 
Extrorse (ekstr/*js), a. Bot. [a. F. extrorse, 
{. L. extrors-us in an outward direction, f. extra 
adv. (see Extra) + versus towards.] (See quots.). 

2858 Gray Bot. Text -Ik. v. § 6. 282 When the anther looks 
away from the pistils and towards the petals, .it is said to be 
extrorse, or turned outwards. 2870 Bentley Bot, 239 The 
anther is said to be extrorse. 1882 Vines Sachs’ Bot. 557 
The anthers open inwards towards the gynseceum (introrse,), 
or outwards (extrorse). 

Extrorsely (ekstrp-jsli), adv. Bot. rare— 1 . 
[f. prec. + -LY In an extrorse manner. 

2870 Hooker Stud. Flora 241 Gentiana . . anthers de- 
hiscing extrorsely. 

Extroversicra. (ekstmvo-ijbn). fn. of action 
f. as next; cf. introversion . Mod.F. has extrover- 
sion in sense 2 : see Extraversion.] The action of 
turning, or the condition of being turned, outwards. 
1 1 - In the language of mysticism (see quots.). 
2656-82 Blount Glossogr Extroversion . . in mystical 
Divinity,. a scattering or distracting one's thoughts upon 
exterior objects. 2788 Wesley Wks. (1872) VI. 451 The 
turning of the eye of the mind from him [Cnrist] to outward 
things they [the Mystics] call Extroversion. 

2 . Path. The condition of being turned inside 
out ; esp. applied to a malformation of the bladder ; 
= Exstrophy. 


2836 Todd Cycl. Anat. I. 391 /i In extroversion of the 
bladder the anterior part of this organ is more or less com- 
pletely wanting. 

Extrovert (ekstmvout), v. rare. [f. Extro- 
pref. + L. vert-tre to turn. Cf. introvert : see Ex- 
travert.] trans. To turn or thrust outwards (a 
material object) ; to give an outward direction to 
( thought). 

1671 J. Webster Metallogr. xii. 297 The external and 
combustible Sulphur.. is.. protruded and extroverted. 1804 
Knox & Jebb Corr. I. 102 Every idea that could, even by 
possibility, extrovert the thought 

Extruet, -ion, -ive, -or : see Exstruct, etc. 
Extrude (ekstrard'), v. [ad. L, extrud-fre, f. 
ex- out + triidire to thrust.] 

1 . trans. To thrust (a person) out or forth; to 
urge or force out; to expel. Const, from, -font 
of and f with double obj. by omission of from. 

a. with obj. a person. 

2570 Levins Manip. 283 To Extrude, extmdere. 2586 
Warner A lb. Eng. iv. xxiii. (1612 > 3 20 Let not a Traytors 
periured Sonne extrude us from our right 1601 B. Jonson 
Poetaster iii. i. Say he should extrude me his house to-day. 
1621 G. Sandys Ovid's Met. lv, (1626) 72 Others, that all 
is possible, conclude, To true-styFd Gods : but, Bacchus 
they extrude. 1795 Wythe Decis. Virginia 49 From which 
any man with a military warrant might extrude the pro- 
prietor. 2837 Carlyle Ft. Rev. v. ii, Your Third Estate 
shall suddenly see itself extruded from its Hall. 

b. with obj. a material thing ; in mod. use esp. 
to exclude (an embryo, ova, etc.). Also occas. with 
sense ‘ to protrude out ’. 

2566 Painter Pal. Pleas. I. 78 The like also some do 
attempt by deuises and subtile secretes to extmde theyr con- 
ceptions. 2625 G. Sandys Trav. 120 The Riuer. .bringing 
down earth with his deluges, and extruding the sea by little 
and little. 1676 Phil. Trans. XI. 770 The bloud from the 
heart.. is again extruded. 1786 Ibid. LXXVI. 262 The 
animal, .easily contrives to extrude itself. *836 Todd Cycl. 
Anat. I. 700/2 The number of eggs extruded by each indi- 
vidual is very great, 1848 Clough Amours de Voy. in. 91 
Ye. .extrude from the ocean your helpless faces. 2870 Rol- 
leston Anim. Life Introd. 47 The embryos are extruded 
from the uterine cavities. ^ 

C. with an immaterial thing as obj. 

2398 Yong Diana 137 All hate shall be extruded. 2629 T. 
Hawkins Elegy in Sir J. Beaumont's Bosworth F. 7 Loose 
Humous vent, and Ballad-Line extrude. <21745 Swift Char. 
P—te M—h , Wit .. was extruded from his head to make 
room for other men’s thoughts. 2856 Faber Creator 
Creature 1. i fi886) 8 The idea of God . . is .. extruded .. 
by the press of matter, 2869 M. Arnold Cult. & An. (2883) 
p. xxxii, Presbyterianism was only extruded gradually. 

2 . intr . for refi . To protrude out. rare. 

1852 Dana Crust. 1. 670 It may he made to extrude by a 
little pressure. 2865 ‘Umbra’ Trav. 28 The great fount, 
the basin of which . . extrudes like a large boil from the 
plain. 

Hence Extnrded fph a. 

2687 Assur. Abb. Lands 43 The Canons of the Church .. 
were no ways questioned by the extruded. <22762 Law 
tr. Behmen's Myst . Magnum xvii. (2772) 72 In the Stead 
and Place of extruded Lucifer. 2875 Buckland Log-bk. 110 
With open mouth and extruded tongue. 2882 Blackie Lay 
Serm. 1. 55 An extruded cat moans woefully. 



EXTEUMPEKY. 

Extrirmpery, adv. Also 6 extruinpere. [A 
humorous perversion of Extempore adv.'] ** Ex- 
tempore adv., with allusion to Trumpery. 

1583 Stanyhurst JEneis Bed. <Arb.)8 Certeyn pi Id verses 
clowted vp extrumpere. , 1589 Nashe Mis Months mind e 
14 Such praiers only as themselues make Ex trumperie. 
Estmsile (ekstr/?sil), a. rare. [f. L. extrus- 
ppl stem of extruders (see Extrude) + -ile.] 
Capable of being thrust forth. 

^ 1849 Johnston mProc. Berw. Nat. Club II. 364 The apex 
is . . furnished with a very long extrusile. .stylette. 
Extrusion (ekstnrgan). Also 6 extrution. 
[f. as if ad. L. * extrusion- em, n. of action f, ex- 
truders : see Extrude.] The action of extruding 
or thrusting out ; the fact of being extruded. 

1. In physical sense: a. The action of pushing 
out ; expulsion by mechanical force, b. Protru- 
sion from within an envelope; the putting forth 
(e.g. of a bud or branch, an eruption, etc.). 

1638 W. # R[awley] tr. Bacon's Life <§• heath 84 In all 
Alimentation, or Nourishment, there is a two-fold Action; 
Extrusion, and Attraction. 1684 T. Burnet Th. Earth x. 
30 A violent depression of some parts of the earth, and an 
extrusion and elevation of others. 1839 Murchison Silur. 
Syst, 1. xxxii. 436 This extrusion had been brought about 
by a succession of small upcasts. 1875 H. C. Wood Therap. 
(1879) 66 The extrusion of white blood-cells in the frog’s 
mesentery. 

2. Expulsion by violent or rigorous measures 
from an abode, place, position of privilege, etc. 

1540 Wyatt Let. to Cromwell Wks. 1816 II, 394 The 
treaties shall be followed to the extrusion from all their 
dominions. 1593 Tell- T rothe's N. F. Gift 37 An vnkind 
extrution.. of her out of dores. 1650 R. Hollingworth 
Exerc. cone. Usurped Pmoersxx Meer forcible extrusion 
deprives not an}' Iawfull Magistrate of his right. 1736 S. 
Sleech in Lett. Lit. Men (Camden) 365 An unjust. .Extru- 
sion from his College. 1780 Johnson L. P. , Congreve Wks, 
IIL 163 Upon the' extrusion of the Whigs, some inter- 
cession was used lest Congreve should be displaced. 1875 
Merivale Gen. Hist. Rome Ixxix. {1877) 675 The extrusion 
of the people from the interior of the city. 1885 Manch. 
Exam. 10 Mar. 5/2 The extrusion of the hereditary prin- 
ciple. . . 

Extrusive (ekstrzrsiv), a. [f. L. extras - ppl. 
stem of extriidere to Extrude +-ivr.] a. Tend- 
ing to extrude or thrust outwards, b. Resulting 
from or characterized by extrusion, c. Capable 
of being protruded. 

1816 Keatinge Trav. (1817) II. 24 These hills are not,, 
the extrusive edges of strata,' but rather elevated table 
land. 1848 Johnston in Proc. Benu. Nat. Club II. 307 
The shafts are extrusive, being pushed out like a telescope. 
1886 Proctor in 19/4 Cent. May 693 The immense extru- 
sive power of the volcanoes of the tertiary era. 

Extmsory (ekstrw'sari), a. [f. as prec. + -ory.] 
That extrudes or thrusts out. 

In some mod. Diets. 

f Bxtulberance (eksti^-berans), lots. [f. 
Extuberant : see -anoe.] a. The quality or 
condition of being extuberant b. concr. Some- 
thing that swells out or up ; a swelling, projection, 
protuberance, lit. and jig. Also collect, in sing. 

1607 Walkington Opt. Glass 122 The internal! hollowes 
of the extuberancesuf our artery. 1616 Chapman Homed s 
H ymns EpiL, All is extuberance and excretion, all, That 
you your ornaments and glories call. 1786 Phil. Trans. 
LXXVI. 9 The ’least degree of extuberance in the surface 
of the metai 180a Paley Nat. Theol. via. § 2 (1 8x9) 104 
The concave recess of the bone formed by the extuberances 
on each side. 

t Extirberancy. Obs. [f. Extuberant ; see 
-ANCY.j —prec., 

1634 T. Johnson tr. Parey's Chirurg. v. vii. (1678) nr On 
each side they have an extuberancy. 1646 J. Gregory Notes 
<§• Obs. {1650) 1 14 [The dry land appeared] not. .so precisely 
globous as before, But recompenced with an extuberancy 
of Hils and Mountaines. 1703 Moxon Meek. Exerc. 183 
Take off the Irregularities or Extuberancies. 

Extuberant (ekstlTberant), : a. Now rare. 
[ad. L. ext fiber ant-em, pr. pple. of extuberare to 
swell out, f. ex- out + tuber ai swelling.] Swelling 
or standing out, protuberant , 

1578 Banister Hist. Man v. 70 The Orifices [of the ven- 
tricle] towardes the interibur partes, obtaine a swelled, or 
more extuberant part like, a circle. 1654 Gayton Pleas. 
Notes rv. viii. 223 Shaking her extuberant and reverst lips, 

S 03 Moxon Meek. Exerc. 216 Scrapes off the extuberant 
ettle. 17^3 Sms atoh Edystone L. § 197 A substance., 
which, .in time becomes so extuberant as to deform the face 
of the walls. 1819 in Todd; and in mod.' Diets. 

t Extxrberate, v. Oh. rare. [f. L. extu- 
berat - ppl stem of extuberare (see prec.).] a. 
intr. To swell out or up. b. trans. { To make to 
swell* (Blowoit Glossogr.y. ■ 

1623-6 Cocker am, E'xtuberate , to swe|] like the sea. 1658 
Rowland Moufets Theai. Ins. 976 Two cornicles . , near 
which the_ forepart of the head doth a little exfuberate. 
1692-1732 in Coles. 1722-1800 in Bailey. 

Hence fExtu'berated ppl. a. Also jig: f Ex- 
tir berating ppl a protuberant. 

®ailey, Extuberated, swelling into knobs or 
knots. 1634 T. Johnson tr. Parey's Chirurg. hi. xi. (1678) 
63 [The abdominal muscles] are situate in the eminentest 
or extuberating region of the belly. 1737 G. Smith Cur. 
Re Ixt. X. iv. 547 Rising here and there with extuberating 
Hills and Mon tains. 1768 Life <§- Advent, of Sir Barth. 
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Saps hull IX. 31 An extuberated proof of her singular affec- 
tion for young Romeo. - 

t Extubera’tion, Obs. [ad. L. extuberdtidn- 
em, n. of action f. extuberare (see prec.).} concr . 
Something that swells out, or up ; protuberance. 

1615 Crooice Body of Man 732 The . . same Teate-Uke 
extuberation or Mamillary processe. 1663 Faringdon 
Serin. (1672) II. 632 Excrescences and extuberations to be 
lopped off and abated. 1721-1800 in Bailey. 

f Extu , ‘beric ? a. Obs. [f. Extuber- ant + -ic.] 
Swelling out, projecting. 

1703 Moxon Meek. Exerc, 230 The Iron Pin., will resist 
the extuberick parts of the Edge’ of the Guide. 

t Eartu'berous, a. Obs.-° [f. Extober-ant + 
-ous.] Swelling out, protuberant. Hence f Extu*- 
berousness. 

1706 Phillips (ed. Kersey) Exiuberous, swelling forth or 
bunching out. 1721-1800 in Bailey. 1727-36 Bailey, Ex- 
tuberousness, the swelling or bunching out in the body. 
1775 in Ash. 

Extue, obs. form of Eschew v. 1 
Ext u me’Scence. [a- F. extumescence, f. L. 
extiim escent-em, pr. pple. of extumescere to begin 
to swell out, f. extumere, f. ex- out + tumere to 
swell.] A swelling out or up. 

1611 Cotgr., Extumescence, an extumescence, a swelling, 
a rising vp. 1656-81 in Blount Glossogr. 1721-1800 in 
Bailey. 1884 in Syd. Soc. Lex. 
t Extume’scency. Obs. rare- 1 , [f, as prec. : 
see -ency.] = prec. 

1684 tr. Bonet's Merc. Compit . vm. 294 Lest, .these Bowels 
should be incited to tetaneous extumescencies, 

ExtlUld (ekstzrnd), v . [f. L. extund-ere , f. ex- 
out + tundere to beat.] trans. To beat or hammer 
out ; only jig. 

36x0 W. Folkingham Art of Survey To Rdr. 3 To ex- 
turtde and beat-out this true Proportion, I obserue the 
Circumstances proiected. Ibid. 11. iv. 52 Mensuration is 
conuersant in extunding the lineall extentions of longitudes. 
1727 in Bailey vol. II. 3890 Pall Mall G. 16 May 4/2 
Leaders . . have to be extunded sometimes in. . haste, 
t Bxtirrb, v. Obs. [ad. L. exiurb-dre, f. ex- 
out + turbare to disturb, f. turba tumult.] trans. 
To hustle out, get rid of. 

16*5 Sir G. Buck 3rd Univ. ofEngxii. in Stow’s Chron. 
97 1/2 All these noble Tenantes and occupants were thus 
exturbed, dead, and gon. _ 3603 Sir C. Heydon Jud. 
Astrol. xi. 241 That one point of exturbing Esau, and of 
his inheritance set aside. 

t Extypal, a. Obs. Variant of Ectypai,. 

1678 Cudworth Iniell. Syst. i. iii. 152 Two worlds— the 
one archetypal, the other extypal. 

Exuberance (egzi^-berans). [a. F. exuber- 
ance, ad. L. exuber'antia, n. of state £ exuberare : 
see Excberant and -ance.] 

1. The quality or condition of being exuberant ; 
abundant productiveness ; luxuriance of growth ; 
overflowing fullness (of joy, health, etc.). 

1664 Evelyn Kal. Hort. (3729) 192 Repress the common 
Exuberance of the leading and middle shoots. 1695 Wood- 
ward Nat, Hist Earth 11. (1723) 118 The primitive Exu- 
berance of the Earth was lessen’d. 1823 Scott, Quentin 
D.'ii, A happy exuberance of animal, spirits. 1827 Hare 
Guesses Sen 11. (3873) 557 A sweet guileless child, playing 
in the exuberance of its happiness. 1882 A. W. Ward 
Dickens \\\. 58 Nothing is wanting, .to attest the exuberance 
of its author’s genius. 

h. Copiousness or redundance of expression, 

1717 Garth tr. Ovid's Met. Pref., In his similes that 
exuberance is avoided. 1758 Johnson Idler No. 36 t 6 
The man of exuberance and copiousness. 1847 Grote 
Greece (1862) III. xxix. 69 His exuberance astonishes us. 
f C. A fault or error of excess. Oh. 

3749 Fielding Tom Jones m. v. That the different ex- 
uberances of these gentlemen, would correct their different 
imperfections. 1756 Burke rind. Nat. Soc. Wks. I. 30 
Allowing me in my exuberance one way, for my deficiencies 
in the other. 

d. An extravagance, excessive outburst. 

1841 D’ Israeli. Amen.' Lit. (1867) 619 His generous im- 
pulses burst into the wild exuberances of the reveries of 
astrology. 1875 Jowett Plato (ed. 2) IV. 121 The criticism 
on his own doctrine ..has. .been considered, .an exuberance 
of the metaphysical imagination. 

2. An overflowing amount or quantity; a super- 
abundance. 

, 1638 W. R[awley] tr. Bacon's Life % Death 373 Fatnesse 
is.. an Exuberance of Nourishment, above that which is 
voyded by Excrement. 1768 W. Gilpin Ess. Prints 90 
There is an exuberance of fancy in him. 1786 — Mts. fr 
Lakes 1 . 137 An exuberance of water. 3868 E. P. Wright 
Ocean World vs. 65 An exuberance of life of which no 
bther portion of the globe could give us any idea. 

+ b. ellipt. An abundance of good things, 
plenty. Obs. 

1675 Cocker Morals 37 Exuberance is turn’d to Indigence. 
175* Johnson Rambler No. 105 > n Many had great ex- 
uberance, and few confessed any want, 

+ 3. concr. An overflow; a luxuriant outgrowth ; 
an excrescence, protuberance. Obs. 

3665 Sir T. Herbert Trav. (1677) *20 Sulphur, or other 
like exuberances of Nature. 1687 J. Clayton Virginia in 
Phil. Tram. XLI. 149 Punk .. the inward Part of the 
Excrescence or Exuberance of an Oak, 3781 Johnson Lett. 
Mrs. Thrale 34 Apr., Kindness must be commonly the 
exuberance of content. 3825 Waterton Wand. S.Amer. j, L 
89 They [the rocks] appear, .smooth. and their exuberances 
rounded off. 


EXUBERANTLY. 

Exuberancy (egzi^-beransi). [ad. L. exu- 
berantia : see prec. and -ancy.] 

1. =* Exuberance i, i b. 

3649 E. Marbury in Spurgeon Treas. Dav. Ps. xviit 1-2 
Which [praise] he expresseth in this, exuberancy and re- 
dundancy of holy oratory. 1650 Bulwer A nthropomet. x.79 
Cosmetiques . . contrived . . to restrain the exuberancy of 
over-grown Breasts, axgzz Lisle Hnsb. (1752) 277 The 
exuberancy of its juice will make it knotty and sticky. 1843 
Marryat M. Violet xvii, The exuberancy of spirit ., had 
deserted me. 

1 2. « Exuberance 2 . Obs. 

1611 Coryat Crudities 256 The marvellous affluence and 
exuberancy of all things tending to thesustentation of man’s 
life. 1762 tr. Busching’s Syst. Geog. III. 611 The levels 
yield an exuberancy of grain. 

j 3. concr. * Exuberance 3 . Obs. 
a 1633 Austin Medit. <16351 61 It was no Meteor; no fire- 
drake. .(Things which wise-men. .know to be Exuberancies 
of Nature), 3655 Fuller Ck. Hist. n. vi. §38 And some 
will censure this Digression for a Struma, or tedious Ex- 
uberancy. 

Exuberant (egzi/rberant-), a. [ad, L, exfi- 
ber ant-em, pr. pple. of exuberare, f. ex- (see Ex- 
pref . 1 ) + fiber are to be fruitful, f. fiber fertile, con- 
nected with fiber udder. Cf. F, exuberant.] 

1. Luxuriantly fertile or prolific; abundantly 
productive, Also jig. 

1645 Evelyn Diary 29 Jan., Vines.. so exuberant that., 
one vine will loade 5 mules with its grapes. 3728 Morgan 
Algiers II. v. 313 A paltry Recompense for the exuberant 
Rhodes. 1759 B. Martin Nat. Hist. Eng. I. 12 The Earth 
has been so exuberant in the Production of this Metal, 
1788 W. Gilpin Ess. Prints 163 His fancy is exceedingly 
fruitful . . It is indeed too exuberant. 1S54 Emerson Lett. 
# Soc. Aims, Poet, Imag. Wks, (Bohn) III. 168 We 
know Nature, and figure her exuberant, .in her fertility* 
1872 Rossetti Jenny Poems 109 Love’s exuberant hotbed, 

2. Growing luxuriantly ; produced in superabun- 
dance or excess. 

15x3 Bradshaw St. Werburgei. 607 A pure perfyte plante 
. . Merveylous by growynge . . with dyuers proprytes, of 
grace exuberauht. 1664 Evelyn Kal. Ilort., A ugust (1679) 
22 Cleanse your vines from exuberant branches. 1796 H, 
Hunter tr. St. Pierre's Stud. Nat. ajgg) III. 583 Both .. 
may perish with hunger in the midst of our exuberant 
crops. 1848 Prichard Nat. Hist. Man 99 Races bearing 
an exuberant growth of hair, a 1862 Buckle Civiliz. (i 86 g) 
III. i. 9 An exuberant and therefore a restless popula- 
tion. 

If Misused for £ superfluous \ 

3667 Waterhouse Fire Loud, 157 An Exuberant Servant 
. .is better spared, than a Charity to one of these. 

3. Of a fountain, stream, etc. : Overflowing. [Cf. 
Virg. Abn. vii. 465 exuherat aninis .] 

1678 Cudworth Intell. Syst, 595 He as it were an Ex- 
uberant Fountain, this as a Stream derived from him. x686 
Goad Celest. Bodies 1. xvi. 105 Even the Sextile . . is found 
at times to usher in exuberant Flouds. 1876 Blackib Songs 
Relig. 4* Life 18 Life’s exuberant sea. 

4. jig. a. Of affections, joyous emotions, bene- 
ficence, vitality, health, or their manifestations; 
Overflowing, abounding. 

2648 Boyle, Seraph. Love xi, Such exuberant goodness as 
may justly ravish us to an amazement. 1711 Addison Sped, 
No. 169 f 8 Such an exuberant Love to Mankind. 1768-74 
Tucker Lt. Nat. (1852) II. 616 An exuberant health without 
any judgment to guide it, will never make either a happy or 
a useful man. 1828 Macaulay Hatlam Ess. 1854 I. 59 An 
age of exuberant zeal 1863 Kinglake Crimea (187 6j I. vi. 
85 The English in their exuberant strength. 

b. Qf persons, their actions or expressions: 
Effusive in display of feeling. Now more usually, 
Abounding in health and spirits, overflowing with 
delight. 

1503 Hawes Examp. Virt. vn. 131, I vnto you must be' 
well exuberaunt. 1753 Johnson Adventurer No. 58 F 3 
Exuberant praise bestowed by others. 1815 W. H. Ireland 
Scribbleomania 48 He has been. .exuberant in his enco- 
miums upon individuals. 1863 Miss Braddon Eleanor's 
Viet, i, She seemed an animated, .exuberant creature. 1866 
Mrs. Carlyle Lett. III. 323 An exuberant letter from 
Charles Kingsley. 1874 Helps Soc. Press, xxv. 395 After, 
exuberant demonstrations to me. 

c. Of diction or composition : Copious, diffuse, 
lavish in ornament. 

3654 Fuller Epkemeris Pref. 6 Here may they observe 
the variety of eloquence in severall persons, some large, 
copious and exuberant, 27x5 Pope Iliad Pref. D ij b, His 
Similes have been thought too exuberant, and full of Circum- 
stances. 1863 Geo. Eliot Romola m. xxxviii, Exclamations 
of joy and wailing, mingled with exuberant narrative. 

d. Of wealth or stores : Overflowing, abundant. 
Of expenditure or display : Lavish, profuse. 

x686 Goad Celest, Bodies m. iv. 499 Our Collections are 
more exuberant than Stow’s. *751 Johnson Rambler No. 
101 f 4 My fortune being by no means exuberant. 1796 
Burke Regie, Peace Wks. 1842 II. 349 The exuberant dis- 
play of wealth in our shops. 1869 Lecky Europ. Mor. II. 
1. 99 The exuberant charities of the church. 
Exuberantly (egziff-berantli), adv. [f. prec, 
+ -LY 9-J. In ; an; exuberant manner or degree ; 
over-plentifully ; with exuberance of growth, 
feeling, or language ; with exuberant delight. 

1650 Bulwer Anthropomet. 181 It.. sprouted out exuber- 
antly. 1695 Woodward Nat. Hist. Earth vi. (1723) 271 The 
Earth was very exuberantly beset with Trees. xySx J. 
Moore View' S oc. If (1790) I. xxxv. 373 The valley from 
this town to 'Terni Is exuberantly fertile. 1782 V. Knox 
Ess. I. vii, 32 Those simple delights. . which the poets have., 
no less justly than exuberantly described l 1822 Byron Let. 
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EXULCERATIVE, 


EXUBERAETHESS. 

to Moore 8 ivlar., It will make the man. -exuberantly happy, 
a 1833 kobeutson Serm. Ser. iv« xxii. (1876) 265 Toy seems 
to be Felt more exuberantly by men who have sinned much. 
1883 Scotsman 12 May 8/5 The alliance, .into which he and 
Principal Cairns entered so exuberantly. 

Zhraberantness (egzi#* berantnes\ [f. as prec. 
+ -ness.] The state of being exuberant. 

1727-36 in Baxley, 1775 in Ash. 

tExu-berate, a. Obs. [nd. L. exu berdt-us, 
pa. pple. of exuberdre : see Exuberant.] Over- 
flowing, superabundant. 

1638 * 1 , Whitaker Blood of Grape 17 The exuberate singu- 
larity m Merchants of all nations. 

Exuberate (egzb?ber<?‘t), v. 5 pa, pple. exu- 
berate. [f. L. exuberdt- ppl. stem of exuberdre : 
see Exuberant.] 

X. tnlr v To be exuberant ; to abound, overflow. 
1623 Cockeram, Exuberate, to abound. 1648 Boyle 
Seraph. Love 11660I 59 That vast confluence and immensity 
that exuberates in God. 1656 [J. Serjeant] tr. T. Whites 
Peripatet. Instil. 420 Trees are thrown hy Timber-men 
into water, least their native moisture should exuberate 
into rottennesse. a 1672 Wood Life (1848) 36 Such 
tow’ring ebullitions do not exuberate in my Aganippe. 
1838-9 Hallam Hist. Lit. IV. vii. iv. § 51. 328 Scarron was 
endowed with vast gaiety, which generally exuberated in 
buffoon jests. 1851 Thackeray Eng. Hum. 11853) *59 One 
whose, .breast exuberated with human kindness. 

b. To exuberate into', to pass by exuberance of 
growth, develop into. To exuberate in : to in- 
dulge in with exuberant feeling. 

1716 M. Davies A then. Brit. III. Dissert. Drama 2 Two 
of its [w. Ch. of England’s] considerable Members exuberat- 
ing into that of Comprehenders. 1781 Johnson 20 Apr. in 
j Boswell, He might have exuberated into an atheist. 1887 
M B. Edwards Next of Kin I. v, She exuberated in the 
delicious . . sense of romance. 

t 2. tram. .In Alchemy : ? To render fruitful 
(mercury, the alkahest). [Cf. class. L, exuberdre 
to make fruitful.] 

1471 Ripley Comp. Alch. Pref. in Ashm. (1652) 126 Our 
Menstrue by labour exuberate. 1634 Ashmole Chym. Col- 
lect. 77 That Earth so mingled with Menstruous Matter, is 
Called Argent vive, Exuberated, which gather speedily, and 
while it is new. 1671 J . W ebster Metallogr. xii. 196 Those 
that know this will dismiss common Mercury from creating 
the Stone, or exuberating its humidity. 

Esub ©ration (egzk/sberei jbri). rare— 1 , [ad. 
L. exuberdtidn-em , n. of state f. exuberdre : see 
Exuberant.] Exuberance of spirits ; excitement. 

1889 B. Whitby Awak. M. Fenwick II. x. 240 The men's 
exuberation escaped them in shouts, .and peals of laughter. 

t Exirberotis, a. Obs. rare. [f. Exuber-ant 
+ -ous.] = Exuberant. 

1631 Fuller's Abel R ediv . , Gilpin 361 To set forth Th’ 
exuberous praises of brave Gilpin’s worth ? 

Exuecous, -ction, obs. ff.Exsuccous, -suction. 
Exncontian (eksi«kp*ntian). . Eccl. Also 9 
exouc-, exukontian. [f. Eccl. Gr. k£ovtc6vnros 
(f. 4£ out of + owe not + ovr-oov, gen. pi. of pr. pple. 
of elvai to be) + -an.] (See quots.) 

1844 tr. Socrates” Eccl. Hist. «. xlvi 230 They [Arlans] 
were also termed. .Exucontians by those at Antioch who 
embraced the orthodox faith. 1875 Encycl. Brit. II. 537 
[Arms said] * He is of a substance that once was not (e£ ovk 
bvrrn') ” — hence the name of Exoucontians sometimes given 
to his followers. 1877 P* Smith in Diet. Chr. Biog. s. v. 
Arianism, The Arians were also called Exukontians. 
Exudate (e-ksiz/d^t), sb. rare~ l . [ad. L. ex- 
( s)uddt-um (that which is) exudated; neut. pa. 
pple. (see next).] A 11 exuded substance. 

1876 Bartholow Mat. Med. (1879) 61 Covered with lymph, 
or some exudate of a whitish color. 

+ E*3rndate, V. Obs. [f. L. ex{s)udat- ppl. 
stem of ex(s)iiddre to Exude.] 

1 .intr. = Exude 1 . 

1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. hi. iv. 113 Perforations., 
through which the humor, .doth exudate. ■ 1757 A. Cooper 
Distiller ni. Ixiv. (1760) 261 A vegetable Juice, which, .exu- 
dated from their Roots. 

2. tram. — Exude 2 . 

1671 Phil. Trans. VI. 2125 A Pole of Ivy did of it self 
exudate and shew a liquid and yellowish rosin from the 
hark. 1796 Morse Amer. Geog. 1 . 524 A soft rock, through 
the pores of which, the moisture is slowly exudated. 

Exudation (eksi^dfujbn). Also 7-8 exsu- 
dation. [ad. late L. ex[s)uddtion-e.m, n. of action 
f. ex(s)iiddre to Exude.] • 

I. The process of exuding; the giving off or 
oozing out (of moisture) in the manner of sweat. 

x6xa Woodall Surg. Mate Wks. (1653) 93 In these wounds 
. .appear exudations of clammy humours. 1668 Phil. T rans. 
III. 835 A purer sort of Opium, taken from the Husks of 
Poppy-seed, being prickt, after some time of exsudation and 
insolation. 1713 Derham Phys. Tkeol. 6\foot-n. % An Ex- 
sudation. .of some petrifying Juices out of the rocky Earth, 
1794 G. Adams Nat. $ Exp. Philos. II. xiii. 15 Any 
exudation of the wine through the pores of the bottles. 
186a G, P. Scrope Volcanos (ed. 2) 37 The vapour it once 
contained escaped, .by exudation through extremely minute 
pores. 1866 Tate Brit. Mollusks iv. 88 The Testacella 
form a kind of cocoon in the ground by the exudation of 
mucus. 

attrib. 1843-6 G. E. Day tr. Simon” s Antm. Chem. II. 499 
Exudation -corpuscles. 1852-9 Todd Cycl. Anal IV. 1x9/2 
Exudation-Proflucts exhibit themselves in the form of Com- 
pound-granule corpuscles, 2882 Geikie Text-bk* Geol. 11. 

II. § 3. 90 Segregation ’ or ‘ exudation veins. 


fb. Incorrectly: Percolation, trickling through; 
? slow and gradual overflow. Cf. Exude i b. 

2793 Sm katon Edystone L. § 302 The least exudation of 
moisture down into the rooms. 1856 Kane Arct. Expl. I. 
Notes 460 Looking upon the glaciers of Greenland as canals 
of exudation. 

2. coner. Something which is exuded. 

1626 Bacon Syiva § 4 Rock Rubies are the fine Exudations 
of Stone. 1744 .Berkeley Siris § xx Resinous exsudations 
of pines and firs. 1875 H. C. Wood Thera p. (1879' 39* 
Calomel should not be used, .where the exudation is serous. 
fig. 1883 Forin. Rev. Feb. 197 Malice is a natural exuda- 
tion in every mind. 

Exudative (eksh7*d/tiv), a. and sb. [f. L. type 
*exf)uddtw-us, f. exsudd-re : see Exude and -ive.j 

A. adj. Of, pertaining to, or characterized by 
exudation. 

1859 Todd Cycl. Anal. V. 6x7/2 The exudative process 
having extended from the uterus to the [Fallopian] tube. 
38S9 J. S. Wells Dis. Eye viil. §6. 348 There are generally 
no exudative or degenerative changes of the retina. 1876 
Du h ring Dis. Skin 140 Exudative diseases. 

B. sb, ‘That which is the product of exudation 
or which has been exuded ’ (Sfd. Soc. Lex. 1884 ). 

1889 in Wagstaffe Med. Foe. 

t Exir&atcry, a. and sb. Obs. rare. Also 8 
exsudatory, [f. L. type ex(s) iiddtdri - us, f. ex- 
(s)uddre : see Exude and -ory.] 

A. , adj. Characterized by exudation. 

1782 Marshall in Phil Trans LXXIII. 221 While they 
were in the exsudatory state above described. 

B. sb. A means of exuding. 

1654 Gayton Pleas. Notes 1. v. x6 Urine and teares are 
the great exudatories of sorrow. 

Exude - eksi£‘d), v. [ad. L. ex{s)ud-dre , f. ex- 
out + suddre to sweat.] 

1. intr. To ooze out like sweat ; to pass offin bead- 
like drops through the pores, an incision, or orifice. 

*574 N ewton Health Mag. 8 The matter, which did exude 
and come out . . from the skin. 1731 Arbuthnot Aliments 
v. (17351 X45 The green Leaves of Tea contain a narcotick 
Juice, which exudes by Roasting. 1774 Pennant Tour 
Scot, in 1772, 263 A yellow Stalagmitic Matter has exuded. 
1849 Murchison Siluria xii. 305 Stone-oil which exudes 
from the crust of the earth. 1882 Vines Sacks” Bot. 532 
Gum, which exudes from incisions in thick viscid drops. 

*11 b. Occas, misused for : To escape as vapour; 
? to overflow slowly. 

1837 Disraeli Venetia 1. xiv. ( 18721 6g A savoury steam 
exuded from the flesh-pot. 1853 Kane Grinnell Exp. xxxvii. 
(1856) 344 The crushed fragments exuding and. .rolling down 
toward the level ice. 

2. trans. To sweat out or give off like sweat ; to 
discharge through the pores or an incision. 

17. . in Johnson. 1822 Imison Sc. SyArt II. 345 It. .is like 
milk when exuded from the tree. 1830 J. G. Strutt Syiva 
Brit . 97 The Poplar . .exudes the moisture which it imbibes. 
1869 tr. Pauchet's Universe (1871) 92 The bee exudes the 
softening wax from one region of its body. 

absol. 1881 Blackmore Christowell iii. The cool bowl [of 
a pipe] shines without exuding. 
fig. 1874 Li§le Carr Jud. Gwynne I. i, 33 The stolid 
farmer fairly exuded pleasure at every pore. 1883 B. Harte 
Flip ii, He moved onward silently exuding admiration. 

Hence Eharded ppl a. Exit ding vbl. sb. and 
ppl. a. 

1849 Claridge Cold Water Cure 97 The exuding of this 
ointment lasted about eight days. 1875 B. W. Richardson 
Dis. Mod. Life lb The exuded fluid is., a product of the 
blood. 1882 Vines Sacks' Bot. 5x3 The pollen-grains, .are 
retained by an exuding drop of fluid. 

ExndeiB.ee (ekskrdens). rare - 1 . [Incorrectly 
for *exudance, t Exude + -anoe.] The process of 
exuding. 

1874 Man. Gunnery H. M. Fleet 196 There is much 
greater tendency to the exudence of nitro-glycerine from it. 

Exiifllate, -ation, var. ff. Exsufflate, -ation. 
tE xul, sb. Obs . fa. L. ex(s)ul, f. ex- but + 
root sal - to go (cf. satire to leap).] A banished 
person; = Exile sb.% 

1566 Gascoigne & Kinwelmarsh Tocasta in Child’s Four 
Old Plays (1848) 140 Eteocles should sway the kingly mace, 
And Polynice as exul should departe. 1593 Spenser Col. 
Clout 896 They shall . . as Exuls out of his court be thrust. 
1600 Holland, Livy n. xix. 5 6 The regiment of Romane 
exuls. 2640 G. Sandys Christ's Passion in, (1649) 2 9 You 
Legions of Heavens Exuls:. 

+ 22'xnl, v. Obs. rare— 1 , [ad. L. ex(s)ul-are : 
see Exul ate vi\ trans. « Exiled. 

1300-20 Dunbar None may Assure viii, Treuth stands 
barrit at the dure, And exulit is of the toun. 

f E’xnlantj a. Obs. rarer- 1 , [ad. L. ex{s)u- 
lante?n , pr. pple. of ex(s)uldre : see Exulate vi\ 
Living in exile. 

1636 Brathwait Lives Rom. Emp. 260 Iusrinian. .who 
was now exulant in Cersonia. 

t E*xulate, sb. Obs. [ad. L. ex(s)uldt~us, pa. 
pple. of ex(s)ul-dre : see next.] — Exile sb. 2 

c 1470 Harding Chron. clxxxviii. xv, The lordes fled . . as 
exulates. 2357 Paynel Barclay's Jugurth 12 Wo is me 
miserable exulate, 2647-9 G. Daniel Poems Wks. (Grosart) 
II. 127 His Maister, (long an Exulate) come in, To ciaime 
his proper Right, 

t !E*Xlllate, V. Obs. rare. With pa. pple. 6 
exulat. [£ L. extfsyulat- ppl. stem of ex{s)ul-dre 
to be in exile, in late L. also transitive ] ,a. trans. 
To banish, exile, b. intr. To go into exfle ; to 
be in exile. . i. - /T iWN%,NXf 


*535 Stewart Cron. Scot. II* 28 Mony Scot . . That exulat 
wer out of Albione. 1640 Howell Dodonas Gr. 203 Both 
exulating from their owne patrimoniall Territories, 
t Sxnla*tio22. Obs. rare— . Also 6 -oun. 
[ad. L. ex s u /at ion- em, n. of action f. ex's uldre : 
see Exulate cl] Banishment, exile. 

*535 Stewart Cron. Scot . (1858) I 91 In the tyme of his 
exulatioun The iordis maid gude reparatioun. 
f EsixTcer, v. Obs. 'rare— 1 . In 6 exulcer©, 
[ad. F. exulcere-r , ad. L. extdeerd-re to Exulce- 
rate.] trans. —Ex ulcerate v. i. 

2341 R. Copland Galyeris Temp. 2 A iij b, Corrupte blode 
.. maketh erosion and exulcere[thj the body, 
t ExuTcerate, a. Obs . fad. L. exulcerdt-us % 
pa. pple. of exulcerd-re : see next.] 

1. = Exulcer ated i. 

2343 Raynold Byrth Manhynde p, 1 As yf intestinum 
rectum be exulcerat. 2602 Holland Pliny II. 168 The said 

f reen figs, .doe cure the wens or exulcerat hunches, 1683 
almon Doran Med. 1. 310 The cure of cxulcerate Erysipelas. 
2. jig. Fretted as by an ulcer; vexed; also 
diseased, disordered. Cf. Exulcerated 2 . 

c 2592 Bacon Observ. libel Wks. 2862 VIII. 192 Finding 
the king’s mind so exulcerate, as he rejected all counsel. 
2609 Holland A mm. Marcell . xv. v. 38 Vrsicinus, alreadie 
exulcerate and carrying rancour in his heart. 2639 Rushw. 
Hist. Coll. J. 56 In this exulcerate business, so much mode- 
ration. ..hath shined forth in the King of Great Britain* 
1684 H. More A nsw. Remarks Exp. Apocal 125 Theit 
exulcerate rage at the Rising of the Witnesses, 
Exulcerate (egz 2 ?-lsertfit), v. arch, [f, L* 
exulcerat - ppl. stem of exulcer are, £, ex- intensive 
+ ulcer are to Ulcerate.] 

*j* 1. trans. To cause ulcers in ; to ulcerate. 

*533 Elyot Cast. Helthe iv. ii. (1541) 78 b, Yf the reume 
be sharp . . it doth exulcerate the lunges. 2630 Hubbert 
Pill Formality 13 Wounds and sores, . will secretly exulce- 
rate the flesh. 1732 Arbuthnot Rules of Diet 392 The 
stagnating Serum, .exulcerates and putrifies the Bowels. . 

absol, 1607 Walkington Opt. Glass 63 Bitter and salt 
phleume. .doth exulcerate. 2683 Salmon Dor on Med. i. 37 
They exulcerate, cause Fevers. 

2. fig. To fret as with an ulcer ; to exasperate, 
irritate ; to aggravate (a disease, sorrow). 

2394 Hooker Lccl. Pol. in, 90 It is not easie to speake to 
the contentation of mindes exulcerated in themselues. 1638 
Chillingw. Relig. Prot. 1. v. Jj 64. 280 Professe this I cannot; 
but I must lye perpetually and exulcerate my conscience, 
2633 Manton Exp. fames i. 26 [This] doth but prejudice 
men’s minds, and exulcerate them against our testimony. 

absol. 2671 Milton Samson 633 Thoughts my tormentors 
. . Exasperate, exulcerate, and raise Dire inflammation. 
1842 Sir H. Taylor Edwin the Fair 1. ii, Detraction that 
exulcerates. 

F3. intr. To break out into ulcers or sores. Obs. 
2597 Lowe Ckirurg , (2634) *°* The cholericke humor-, 
exulcerateth. 1599 A. M. tr. Gabelhoueds Bk. Physicke 
49/1 The Eyes exulcerate, or are inflamed. 1659 Lady 
Alimony w mi. in Hazl . Dodsley XI V. 362 With balms to 
close the skin, And leave the wound t’ exulcerate within. 

Exulcerated (egzzrlsereked), ppl. a. [f. as 
prec. + -ed 1 .] 

+ 1. Affected with an ulcer, blistered/ulcerated, 

2576 Baker Jewell of Health 58 b, This water .. healeth. 
the bowels exulcerated and hurt. 1642 Fuller Holy 4* 
Prof. St. n. iv. 60 Purulent spittle argues exulcerated lungs. 
1663 Boyle Nat. Phil. 1 1 , iv. i. 221 The exulcerated tu- 
mours of one sick of the king’s-evil. . 

2, Jig Fretted as by an ulcer ; festered, irritated, 
embittered, exasperated. 

2640 Bp. Reynolds Passions xxvi. 273 Exulcerated. and 
seditious spirits. 1667 H. More Div. Dial. tv. xxxvii (1713) 
394 That exulcerated Malice . . of those marked Servants 
of the Beast, a 2703 Burkitt On N, T. Rom. ix. Pref., 
An exulcerated prejudice against them, 
t Sxu lcerating, ppl a. [f. as prec. + -ik<s L] 
That exulcerates : lit. ixndifig. 

2599 Broughton's Lett,* v. 16 He. .may pleade for him- 
selie . . as lob against his exulcerating comforters. 2623c 
Cotgr., Mi el an acardin, a venomous and exulcerating oyle. 
2702 Sir J. F loyer in Phil. Trans. XXIII. 2172 The Me- 
dulla is hot and exulcerating. _ 

Exnlcer ation (egzz>:lser^*j 3 n) . [ad. L. exul- 
ceration-em, n. of action f. exulcer a7 '& : see Exul- 
cerate. Cf. F. exuldration .] 

1. Ulceration. Also, * the early stage or com- 
mencement of ulceration * (Mayne Exp. Lex.). 

21533 Elyot Cast, Helthe (1341) 56 b, Inflamation or exulce- 
ration in the guttes or bladder. 2672 Salmon Syn. Med. 
1. xivui. 113 A Disease which causeth scratching without 
Exulceration of the Skin. 1748 tr. Vegetius” Diet emp. 
Horses 27 The Sharpness of the Exulceration is mitigated. 
i889.in Wagstaffe Med. Foe*:,. ■ ■ •. 

b, jig. Embittered condition ; exasperation. 

2394 Hooker Eccl. Pol. n. v. (1611) 65 Which exulceration 
of minde made him apt to take all occasions of contradiction, 
2680 H. More Apocal. A foe. no Rage and exulceration of 
Spirit against the risen witnesses. 

2. concr. An ulcerated place ; a sore. 

2332 Turner Herbal (1568' K iij a, The whyche pulse,, 
hurte the sores and exulcerations. 2678 Salmon Land. 
Disp. 167 It. .heals exulcerations, coots the heat of burning 
Ulcers. 1862 Bumstead Ven. Dis. (1879) 335 Herpetic 
exulcerations, or other solutions of continuity. 

t Bxirlcerative, a. Obs. rare~\ [a. F. 
exulcer atif, -ive, f. L. exulcerat- ppl. stem of ex- 
ulcerdre : see Exulcerate and- rvE.] Tending or 
of a nature to produce ulcers. 

2602 Holland Pliny II. 249 The leaues and . branches be 
exulceratiue, and wil raise blisters vpon the body* 


EXULCERATORY, 


EXUVIATION 


Exulceratory (egza?*lserat3:rTi , a. [f. L. type 
exuherdtdrhis , f. exulcer are : see Exulcerate and 
-ory.] Tending to produce ulcers. 

1727-36 in Bailey ; and in mod. Diets. 

Exult (egzzrlt), v. Also 6 exulte. [ad. F. 
exulte-r , ad. L. ex{s ulta-re, fieq. of exsilire to 
leap up, f. ex~ out + salire to leap.] 

+ 1. Inin To spring or leap up; to leap for 
joy. Obs. 

1570 in Levins Manip. 187 To Exalte, exultare . ci6xt 
Chapman Iliad xni, 28 The whales exulted under him. 1652 
French Yorksk Spain. 36 A Fountain., doth at the sound 
of a pipe rejovungly exult and leap up. 1715 20 Pope Iliad 
xni. 47 The sea. . Exults, and owns the monarch of the main. 
1727 Bailey vol. II, Exulted) leaped and skipped for Joy. 
2. To rejoice exceedingly, be elated or glad ; to 
triumph. Const, in [ at , on, over), and inf, 

*594 Hooker Eccl, Pol. 1. ix. fi6iii 24 Nature exulting. . 
in certaine hope of reward. 1601 Shaks. Twel. N. 11. v. 8 
To, Wouldst thou not be glad?.. Fab. I would exult man. 
1756 C. Lucas Ess. Waters I. Bed., Who can ..not exult 
in being born a Briton ? 1801 Southey Thalaha n. xviii, 

Her soul Exulted. 1828 DTsraeli Chas. /, II. v. 126 
Every one seemed to exult at the happy change which a 
few days had effected. 1856 Kane A ret. Expl. II. viii. 90 
We . . exult to think we need no catering for the morrow. 
1865 Swinburne Poems <$* Ballads , Satire to C. 50 As 
plague in a poisonous city Insults and exults on her dead. 

Exultance (egzHtans). [ad. late L. e x(s)ul- 
tantia, f. exfi)ttUant-em : see -ance.] —next. 

1650 Howell Masaniello I. 137 He was received with 
extreme exultances of joy by all the people. 1:674 Govt. 
Tongue ix. § 7 (1684) 151 We have great cause of exult- 
ance and joy. 1755 in Johnson. 1830 W. Phillips Mi. 
Sinai nr. 446 Again arose Exultance many-voiced. 
Exultancy (egzzrltansi). [ad. L. ex{s)ullan~ 
tia ; see prec. and -ancy.] Exultant state or con- 
dition ; an instance of the same ; exultation, glad- 
ness, transport, triumph. 

1621 Burton Anat. Mel. in. ii. m, Joys, comforts, exult- 
ancies, a 1660 Hammond Serm. viii. Wks. 1684 IV. 614 
Always upon terms of Spiritual exultancy. 1721-1800 in 
Bailey. 1847 Ld. Lindsay Chr. Art 1. 109 Fiery and almost 
fierce in their exultancy. 1864 Carlyle Fredk. Gt . IV. 
XL i. 3 A trace of airy exuberance, of natural exultancy. 

f Exultand. Obs. rare- 1 . App. — Exultet. 

15x9 Ckurchw. Acc. St. Giles , Reading 6 A Pryk-song 
boke .. wherein is conteyned iiij masses, lij kyries, iii allo- 
huies, and ij exultands. 

Exultant (egztf’ltant), a. [ad. L. e x'fiul- 
tant-em, pr. pple. of ex(s'ultare ; see Exult.] 
Exulting, triumphantly joyful, 

1653 H. More Conject. Cabbal. ii. 42 With such exultant 
sympathy and joy. a 1745 Broome On Death 136 The Sun 
. .starts exultant, and renews the day. 1844 Oath. Weekly 
Instruct. 127 The wild exultant cry. 1863 Geo. Eliot 
Romola it. xxiv. The fierce exultant delight to which he 
was moved by the idea of perpetual vengeance. 

Hence KxTrltantly adv. 

1883 K. W, Hamilton in Harped s Mag. ^46/2 Margaret’s 
heart swelled exultantly. 1885 Manch . Exam. 7 Aug. 5/2 
It was exultantly proclaimed that the war with Afghanistan 
would only cost six millions. 

Exultation (egz#lt£Tjbn). Also 5 -cion, 
-cioxme. [ad. L. ex{s)ultdtidn-em, f. ex{s)ultdre\ 
see Exult. Cf. F. exultation (from 14th c.).] 

1 1. The action of leaping or springing up. Obs. 
s$99 Sandys Europag Spec. (1632) 225 With continuall 
great wagging of their bodies and exultation .. sometimes 
all springing up lightly from the ground. 

2. The action or state of exulting or rejoicing 
greatly; triumph, joyousness, rapturous delight ; an 
instance of the same. Also concr. an object ex- 
ulted oyer. 

£1425 tr. T. h Kempis * Consol, n. xii, Hov gret exulta- 
cion to all J?e seintes of heven. 1594 Hooker Eccl. Pol. 
I, xi. fidii) 36 With hidden exultation. 1716 Addison Free- 
holder No. 49 T r To swell their Hearts with inward Trans- 
ports of Joy and Exultation. 1771 Ess. from Batchelor 
(1773) i, 0 F — d, thou genius of the age, Hibernia's exulta- 
tion 1 1874 Green Short Hist. viii. 515 Amidst the exulta- 
tion of the Court over the decision of the judges, 
b. pi. Shouts of joy, joyful utterances. 

*597 Hooker Eccl. Pol. v. § 39 (1662) 191 Heavenly Ac- 
clamations, Exultations. *774 J. Bryant Mythol. I, 225 
Hymns, and exultations and other uncommon noises. 

t ExuTtative, a. Obs. rare. [f. Exult + 
-ativje.] Inclined or ready to exult ; exultant. 

? <2x500 Clariodus (1830) 103 Sad hevie myndis to make 
exultative. ■ 

|| Exultet (egzzrltet). [L.] The ancient hymn 
beginning Exultet jam angelica turba ccelorum, sung 
in the Roman Church at the benediction of the 
paschal candle on Easter-eve ; a musical setting of 
this hymn. 

[1510: see Exultand.] 1869 Rock Ck. Our Fathers!. 
212 [An illumination representing] the deacon singing the 
Exultet in the ‘ambo 1884 Cath. Diet. 406, s. v. Holy 
Week, The use of the paschal candle goes back, .as far at 
least as the time of Zosimus, who was made Pope in 4x7, 
and the sublime words of the ‘Exultet*. .can scarcely be 
less ancient. 

Exulting (egztf’lti^, vbl. sb. [f. Exult + 
-ing 1 .] The action of the vb. Exult ; exultation. 

1744 Sarah Fielding David Simple (ed. 2) I. 85 Dinner 
pass’d, .in Exultings in the Happiness of possessing such a 
Creature. . a *859 L. Hunt Fancy Concert , The gong . . 
with exultings that clanged like disasters. *875 Browning 
Aristoph. Apal. 363 Hideous exultings. 
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Exulting) ppl. a. [f. as prec. + -ing 2 .] 

1. That exults ; exultant, triumphantly joyful. 

*757 Dyer Fleece iv. 689 Th* exulting muse shall then . . 

her flight renew, 1856 Froude Hist. Eng. {1858) I. ii. 166 
An exulting expectation of a dissolution of the church 
establishment, 1876 J. H. Newman Hist. Sk. I. 1. 1. 42 
Solon , . was asked by the exulting monarch who was the 
happiest of men. 

2. nonce-use. Upspringing, towering, lofty. Cf. 

Exult i. 

1798 Bloomfield Farmers Boy , Autumn 318 To climb 
the woodland hill’s exulting brow. 

Hence Exultingly adv., in an exulting manner. 

1661 Boyle Style of Script. (1675) 244 They exultingly 
told the woman, Now we believe, etc. _ 1775 Adair Amer . 
Ind. 296 The savage . . returned exultingly to his country- 
men. 1837 Hood Drinking Song ii. Let topers of grape- 
juice exultingly vapour. 1855 Macaulay Hist. Eng. IV. 
203 In London it was announced exultingly that [etc.]. 

t Exxrltive, a. Obs . [f. Exult v. + -ive.] 
Inclined to exult ; given up to exultation. 

? a 1500 Clariodus (1830) 192 He than was in joy sa exultive, 
That of him self almaist he wist no thing. 

Exultre, obs. form of Axle-tree. 

1475 in Child Eng. 4- Sc. Ball. v. cxvii. (1888) 90/2 Late vs 
cast the exultre. 

Esnilulate (ekshPli^t), v. rare. [f. L. ex- 
ululdt- ppl. stem of exululdre, f. ex- out ■+ ululdre 
to howl (cf. ulula screech-owl).] intr. To howl 
or cry out. 

*623-6 in Cockeram. 1866 J. B. RosEtr. Ovid's Fasti iv. 
205 With noisiest clamour they exululate. 

Hence Exulttla*tion. 

1727 Bailey vol. II, Exululation a Shrieking or crying 
out. 1864 N. 4- Q. Ser. hi. VI. 178 The fiendish exultation 
(exululation ?) wherewith the Dublin demagogues wolved it 
about the city. 

t Exumbilica'tion. Obs. rare. [f. L. ex- 
out + umbilic-us the navel + -ation.] The starting 
out of the navel. 

1706 in Phillips <ed. Kersey). 1722-1800 in Bailey. *823 
in Crabb Technol. Did. 

+ Esnrndance. Obs. [ad. L. extmdantia , f. 
e xundant-em: see Exundant and -anoe.] The 
fact of flowing forth in waves ; an overflow, 

a 1634 H. Binning Com. Prin. Chr. Relig. Wks. *839 I 
156 The infinite excess of perfection and exundance of self- 
being. 1660 H. More Myst. Godl. vii. x. 323 Those paren- 
thetical exundances of weighty sense and matter. 

t Extraclancy. Obs. [ad. L. exundantia ; see 
prec. and - ancy.] An overflowing; —prec. 

*685 Goad Celest. Bodies 11. vii. 249 Which doth ferment, 
rarifie, and raise the Waters to an Exundancy.. 1692 Bever- 
ley Disc. Dr. Crisp to How great Exundancies of Expres- 
sion are found. 

Exundant (eks;u*ndant), a. [ad. L. exund - 
ant-em, pr. pple. of exundare, f. ex - out + undare 
to rise in waves, f. unda wave.] That flows forth 
in waves ; overflowing, superabundant. 

<21661 Holyday Juvenal 187 From their exundant wit 
their ruine sprung. 1856 Smyth Rom. Fain. Coins 96 
Exundant fertility of resource. 

+ b. Path. Said of the pulse ; in mod.L. exun- 
dans. 

1707 FLOYER Physic . Pulse-Watch I. 357 The intense 
Pulse is. .exundant like a torrent. 

Esnrndate (eksz?-nd^t), V. rare . [f. L. exun- 

dat- ppl. stem of exundare : see prec.] intr. To 
overflow. 

*72*-i8oo in Bailey. *844 JBlachw, Mag. L VI. 210 The 
stream exundated on every side. 

Exnndation (eksDnd^'Jan). Now rare. [ad. 
L. exundation-em, n. of action f. exundare : see 
Exundant.] Overflow (of a body of water). 

1577 Holinshed Ckron. II. 58 Great part of Flanders 
being drowned by an exundation or breaking in of the sea. 
*679 Plot St affords k. (1686) 46 The rising of the former 
[pool], and exundation of thejatter. *792 A. Geddes Bible , 
Gen. xlv. 6 note , The fertility of Egypt depends on the 
regular exundations of the Nile. *853 Fraser's Mag. 
XLVIII, 708 The issue of the waters, or exundation from 
the pond. 

t Bxn'ngulate, Obs. [f. late L. exun- 
gulat - ppl. stem of ex ungulare to lose the hoof, 
f. ex- out + ungula, dim. of unguis claw, nail.] 
trans. (See quots.) 

1623-6 Cockeram, Exungulate, to pare ones nailes. 1727- 
36 Bailey, Exungulate , to pull off the hoofs, also to cut off 
the white part from roseleaves. *775 in Ash, and later Diets. 

Hence fExu'ngTilated///. a. 

1657 Tomlinson Renou's Disp. 530 It is made of two parts 
of the succe of exungated [rfc] Roses. Ibid. 652 Roses., 
reddish, and not exungulated. *730-6 Bailey (fol.), Ex- 
ungulation , a pulling off the hoofs. 1742-1800 Ibid., Ex- 
ungulation (among Chymists), the cutting off the white Part 
from the Leaves of Roses. 

Exuperable, -ate, etc. : see Exsu-. 

Extirge, -enee, -ent : see Exsu-. 

t EaraTg^ency. Obs. rare. [f. L. exurgent-em, 
pr. pple. ot exurgere, f. ex- out -i- urgere to press, 
Urge : see -ency.] The quality of urging strongly; 
urgent force. 

*659 Owen Serm. xii. Wks. 185X VIII. 462 The.. exur- 
gency of their number and wisdom. 2668-84 — Exp. Hcb. 
(1790) 1. 55 This authority, .consists partly, in an exurgency, 
or forcible influence of the holy matter. 

Exuscitate, -ation, var. of Exsuscitate, etc. 


t XfiXTTSt, Obs. [ad. L. exttst-us, pa, pple. 
of exurere : see next.] Burnt or dried up. 

1657 Tomlinson Renou's Disp. 205 This Rusma is , . 
lighter, blacker, and seemingly exust. 1684 tr. Bond's 
Merc. Compii. in. 61 Hot, exust and melancholick Bloud. 
t Exirst, v. Obs. rare . [f. L. exust- ppl. stem 

of exurere, f. ex- out + urere to burn.] trans. To 
burn up. Hence Exirsted ppl. a. 

1623-6 in Cockeram. 1823 New Monthly Mag. VII. 144 
The exusted vampyre Arnold Paul had strangled, .a number 
of cattle. 

t EsTTStifele, a. Obs . rare. [f. prec. + -IBLE.] 
Capable of being burnt lip. 

1633 T. Adams Exp. 2 Peter iii. 7 Do they say, the 
heavens are not exustible? 

t ExU'Stion. Obs. [ad. L. exustion-em, n. of 
action f. exurere (see Exust). Cf. OF. exustionl] 
a. The action or process of burning or burning up 
(something), b. Heat attendant upon disease, 

a. 1610 Barrough Meth. Pkysick v. xiii. (1634) 2 99 You 
must use some hote burning instrument . . After exustion, 
minister the juyee of Leekes and other such things as do 
drie. ^ 1651 Raleigh's Ghost 353 The generall exustion and 
burning of the world, xyzo S. Parker £ibl : Biblica (Gen. 
xix. 25) I. 424 The frightful Effects which this Exustion [of 
Sodom and Gomorrah] left are still remaining, 

b. 1657 Tomlinson Renou's Disp. 712 It allayes inflam- 
mations, exustions and hot distempers, 

Exirt pa. pple. Obs. [ad. L. exut-us, pa. pple. 
of c’Xttere : see next.] Stripped, 

<r *43otr. T. a Kempis ' Imit. n. iv, A man conuertyng 
him holy to god, is exute & taken fro be body & chaunged 
into a newe man. 

Exute iegzi«*t), v. Ohs. exc. Hist. [f. L. exiit- 
ppl. stem of exuere to draw or pull off.] trans. 
To strip (a person) of ; to divest or deprive of. 

1535 Stewart Cron. Scot. III. 182 The governing. . In 
thair handis he did agane resing, And him exutet of office 
and cuir. *669 R. B. Life T. Morton 98 Exuted of his 
secretaries place. 1829 Southey in Q. Rev. XXXIX, 39* 
[He] was degraded, exuted of all his preferments. 

33 xu viability (egzi£:viabrliti). [ad, F. exu- 
viabilitl, f. exuviable : see next and -ity.] The 
property of being exuviable. In Diets, explained 
as the power of casting off exuviae. 

1841 Fleming & Tibbins Diet. Franc.-Angl. II. 441 
Exuviabilite . .exuviability, the faculty of sloughing. *847 
in Craig. 

Exuviable (egzis^viab’l), a. [a. F. exuviable , f. 
L. exuvise : see next and -able.] Capable of being 
exuviated or sloughed off. 

^ 1839 Todd Cy cl. Anat. II. 882/2 Odier .. found chitine 
in the exuviable skeleton of Crustacea. 

II Exuvise (egzi£ % vi|J). [a. L. exuvise garments 
stripped off, skins of animals, the spoils of an 
enemy, f. exubre to divest oneself of.] Cast skins, 
shells, or coverings of animals ; any parts of ani- 
mals which are shed or cast off, whether recent or 
fossil. 

1670 Boyle Contn. Nev> Exp. iv. Wks. 1772 III. 378 
They [insects] divested the habit they had . . and appeared 
with their exuvise or cast coats under their_ feet, a 1728 
Woodward Catal. For. Fossils n. (1729) 21 in Nat. Hist. 
Fossils, They appear to be only the Skins or Exuviae {print- 
ed Exuvia], rather than entire Bodies of Fishes. *796 
Morse Amer. Geog. 1. 184 Fossils and other marine exuviae 
which are found imbedded on the tops of mountains. 1826 
Kirby & Sp, Entomol. (1828) III, xxxii. 290 The insect has 

J uitted the exuviae of the pupa. *830 Lyell Princ. Geol. 

. 23 Living animals, .had formerly lived., where their 
exuviae are now found. 185* Richardson Geol. (1855) 393 
Sea-weeds, sponges, corals, shells, and the other marine 
exuviae found in the chalk, 
b. transf. and fig. 

*653 H. More Antid. Atk. m. xvi. (1712) 138 The Exu- 
viae of Fiddles, it seems, fly up into the air. 18x1 Lamb 
Burial Societies Wks. (1876) 629 The departed Spirit is 
gone. His care is only about the exuviae. 182* Knox 
Spir. Despot, xxix. 66 Lest the despotism of influence 
should destroy the vitals of a free constitution, and leave 
nothing behind hut the form, the exuviae, the name. 1851 
D. Wilson Prek. Ann. (1863) 1. 11. vi. 439 Curious exuviae 
of early art. 

Exuvial (egzizrvial), a. and sb. [f. prec. + 
-al.] A, adj. Pertaining to, or of the nature of, 
exuvise. In quots. transf. and fig. *t*B. sb. pi. 
Things stripped off ; spoils. 

*632 Lithgow Trav.n. 72 Being cled with the exuvials 
and Trophees of enemies. *839 Thackeray Catharine i, 
The load of exuvial coats and breeches under which he 
[the old clothes man] staggers. *847 Emerson Repr. Men , 
Shaks. Wks. (Bohn) 1. 364 In the poet’s mind, the fact has. . 
lost all that is exuvial. 

Exuviate (egzi£*vi,<?it), v. [f. as prec. 4 - -ate.] 
a. intr. To cast off or shed exuvise. b. trans. To 
shed or cast off as exuviae. 

1855 Fraser's Mag. LI. 542 Crabs of mature age and full 
size cease to exuviate. *880 Huxley Crayfish i. 37 The 
young crayfish exuviate two or three times in the course of 
the first year. 

b. *856 Carpenter Microsc. 4 Rev. (1891) 889 Even 
when the Entomostraca have attained their full growth, 
they continue to exuviate their shell. 187* Huxley Anat. 
Vert. A iiim. 9 So much of the allantois as lies outside the 
walls of the body is. .exuviated. 

Exuviation (egzi«*vi|^*Jan). [f. prec. : see 
-ation.] The action or process of exuviating; 
shedding (of antlers, skin, etc.). 

*839 Todd Cycl. Anat. II. 882/2 The exuviation of the 
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skeleton of Crustacea . . is similar to that of insects, a 
Macgiluvray Nat. Hist. Dee Side (1855) 463 The exuvia- 
tion., of the antlers, .seems to connect these organs with 
those parts of the skin , . which are subject to this process. 
185a D ana Crust. 1. 3 Numerous exuviae of Cirripeds were 
collected, proving that these animals undergo exuviation. 

• ^ ’ Spencer lilust . Uuiv. Progress 1 14 Society, 

in all its developements, undergoes the process of exuvia- 
tI ? n - , lS 74 Draper' Retig-. <$• 6k. (ed. 3) 328 The most serious 
trial through which society can pass, is encountered in the 
exuviation of its religious restraints, 
t BsrpL‘vious, a. Gbs. [f. as prec. + -ous.] 
Pertaining to, or of the nature of, exuviae; effluent. 

1653 H. More Antfid. Atk. in. xvi. (1712) 137 The Skir- 
mishings m the Air are from the extivious Effluxes of 
things. 1678 Cudworth Inteti. Syst. 15 Insinuations ofsimu- 
lachra, or exuvious images of bodies. 

Ex-vaeeine, a. nonce-wd. [f. Ex- prefX + L. 
vacca cow + -ine.] Obtained from a cow. 

1804 Fdm. Rev. III. 340 Six of them [mice] embark upon 
a bit of dry cow dung, their provision in the middle of this 
ex- vaccine 'vessel. 

Ex-votive, a. [f. next + -ive.] Pertaining to, 
or performed by, ex-voto offerings. 

18S3 Mary Howitt F. Bremer's Greece I. i. x 4 Nitches in 
the rocks . . indicate the former places of ex-votive worship. 

II Ex-voto (eksjv^-'to). [f. L. phrase ex veto, 
ex out of, void abl, sing, of vot-um Vow.] An 
offering made in pursuance of a vow. 

1834 Med win Angler in Wales I. 213, I.. perceived that 
they were ex voto’s made by the pious, .devotees of the rod 
m commemoration of their triumphs. 1880 Miss Bird 
Japan I. 67 Ex votos of all kinds hang on the wall. 
Exzodiacal (ekS|Z<?d;srakal), a. [f. Ex- pre/X 
+ Zodiac + -al.] Of the minor planets : Having 
an orbit that passes out of the zodiac. 

1803 Sir W. Herschel in Phil Trans . XCIII. 340 
They should be called very small, and exzodiacal, 

Ey, obs. form of Ay. 

Ey, obs. form of Ego. 

int. Obs. rare — l . [a. med.L. eya (L. 
eia) in same sense.] Indeed, surely. 

C1430 tr. T, a Kem -pis’ hnii. hi. vi, Eya, mylorde god, 
my holy louer, whan }>ou shalt come in to myn herte, all 
myn inwardes shal joy. 

Byali, obs. spelling of Ayah, Indian nurse. 

|| Eyalet (gya’Dt). [Turk. oJbl tyalet, a. 
Arab. iJlA iyalah (-at), noun of action f. Jf al to 
preside.] An administrative division of the Turkish 
empire ; now more commonly called Vilayet, q.v. 

1833 W. M'Leod Atlas Scripture Geog . 52 This province 
is divided into four eyalets or pashalicks. 1889 Daily 
News 16 Oct. 5/6 Mossoul, in the eyalet of Bagdad. 

Eyas (aras). Forms : 5 ©yes, 6-7 yas, 6-9 
eyess(e, 7 ©yasse, (eyeass, iiaes), 7- eyas. 
[Altered form of Nyas, a. Fr. niais (=* Pr. nizaic , 
It. nidiace ) L. *md{i)ac-em , f. nidus nest. The 
dropping of initial n was due to an erroneous 
division of a nyas (cf. a nadder s.v. Adder); 
the spelling *?jwwas suggested by popular asso- 
ciation with ME. ey *= Egg and eyry ; also with eye 
(see quots.).] 

1 , A young hawk taken from the nest for the 
purpose of training, or one whose training is in- 
complete. 

i486 Bk. Si. Albans B ij a, An hawke is calde an eyes of 
hir eyghen. 1575 Turberv. Bk. Falconrie 31 The firste 
name and terme that they bestowe on a falcon is an eyasse 
and this name dothe laste as long as_ she is in the eyrie. 
1629 Massinger Picture v. i, So ho, birds, how the eyasses 
scratch and scramble ! 16S8 R. Holme Armoury n. 236/2 
An eyesse is. .a young Hawk as long as she is in the Eyrie. 
1820 Scott Abbot iv, Is it thus you feed the eyas with 
unwashed meat? 1869 Lowell Cathedr. Wks. (1879) 443 
As when, an eyas, he followed his high heart To swim on 
sunshine. 1873 * Stonehenge’ Brit. Sports 1. iv. i. § 6. 296 
This is very easy with the eyess or brancher. 
fig. 1603 Shaks. Ham. 11. ii. 355 An ayrie of Children, 
little Yases, that crye out on the top of question, a 162s 
Fletcher Woman's Prize 1. ii, Hang these tame-hearted 
Eyasses. 1890 Saintsbury Hist. Elizabeth. Lit. xi. 426 
One of the little eyasses who competed with regular actors. 

2. attrib., as eyas-falcon, -hawk ; in sense ‘ un- 
fledged, youthful ’ as eyas-thoughts, - wings . Also 
eyas-musket (see Musket), used jocularly for a 
sprightly child. 

1596 Spenser Hymns , Heavenly Love 24 Ere flitting 
Time could wag his eyas wings. 1598 Shaks. Merry W. 
HI, iii. 22 How now my eyas-Musket what newes with you? 
1606 Chapman Marlowe's Hero $ Leander iv, To still 
their eyas thoughts with industry. 1616 Surfl. & Markh. 
Conntrie Farme 708 The care of holding. .your hawke.. 
may intice you to esteeme the Iiaes hawke. a 1653 G. 
Daniel Idyll iv. 28 Our Eyeass Life Complaines vnpittied. 
1826 Sebright Observ. Hawking (1828; 26 Magpies may be 
flown with eyess slight falcons. 

Eydent, obs. var. of Eident. 

Eye (ai), sbX Forms : 1 da^e, dse, (dso, 6511, 
&S©), 2-4 e;e, 2-3 ©3be, 2-5 ei3e (3 ©he), 3-5 
eghe, 3-7 eie, 4 eg}©, ei, hei(e, he {north.), 
4-5 ey:$e, eygbe, eighe, y3©, i3e, 4-7 ey, 5 egh, 
yghe, ighe, eyhe, ©he, yhe, ye, ie, (hyghe, 
hye, iey, 3©©, bee, i^©©, iea>©\ 5-6 © (porthX, 
(eae, iee), 5- north, (and 9 Poet.) ee, 6 iye, yi© 
(yey, ye, yae, ©ey, h) 4~ eye- Pl ' a * 1 ^ a 5an, 
sesan {north. 6so, 6511), 1-2 6san, 2 ea3©n, 2-4 


ejeu 2-5 ei3©n, 3 eihen, a^en, eh$en, 
3-5 eghen, eien, 3-5 (7 arch.) eyn, 4 eyi3on, 
ei3yen, 323031, hegehen, eye, 4-5 eyjen, 73022, 
eyghen, eighen, 13011, yen(e, ein, 4-6 (9 arch.) 
eyen, 4-7 (9 arch.) eyne, 5 ighen, yeghen, 
yhen (eene, eyon, ygne\, 5- north, and Sc. 
een, 6 iyen, ien, yien, (ain) Sc. ene, (6-7 eine, 
7 nine, 8-9 Sc. e s en). &. 3 e3enen, €33228, e3bne, 
3-5 ehnen, ebne, 4 eggbnen, i3ene, ine, ewine, 
©line, 5 egbene, enyn (hynon, engbne). 7. 4 
ei3 es >_ 5 y^es, 6 iye s, yes, ies, yees, ayes, ees, 
6- 7 eies, ^7 eys) 6~ ©yes. Also with prosthetic n, 
5 neghe, 21 ey, 4-6 nie, nye, PI. 5 nyen, -on, 
-non. [OE. Sage , wk. neut., corresponding to 
OFris. dge, OS. dga (MDu. bghe, Du. oog), OHG. 
ouga (MUG. ouge, Ger. atige , ON. auga (Da. die, 
Sw. dga), Goth, augo :—OTeut. *augon-. 

By most scholars referred to the O Aryan root *oq- to see, 
to which belong the synonymous words in all the other 
branches of the Aryan family exc, Celtic; but the anomalous 
representation of O Aryan o by au instead of a presents 
difficulties ; for various hypotheses intended to account for 
it see Brugmann Grundriss I. 333, Kluge Etym. Wb. (ed. 5) 
s.v., Fick Vergl . Wb. (ed. 4) I. 271. Otherwise, no plausible 
affinities have been found tor the Teutonic word.] 

The original plural was in -an, in ME -en, whence north, 
dial, een, and archai z eyne. In some forms of ME. a second 
inflexional - en (reducible to -e) was added, making e^enen, 
e$ ene, whence in 15th c. enyn. Our first instance of the 
modern -s plural is a 1375 ei^es. 

I. 1 . The organ of sight. 

a. in man and vertebrate animals. 

a 700 Epinal Gloss. 1093 Pitiato oculo : unkyotogi e^an 
[«8oo Erfurt Gloss, undyct^i seganj. c8z$ Vesp. Psalter 
xciii. 9 Se Se hiowede ege ne scewaS. C950 Lindisf Gosp. 
Luke xu 34 Gif ego * 5 in biS milde. c 1000 Ags. Gosp. Mat t. v. 
29 Gyf |?in swySre eage j?e aeswicie ahola hit ut. CX175 Lamb. 
H om. 23 pes monnes e^an, and his fet, and his hondan. c 1200 
Ormin 9393 ^ if patt tin e^he iss all unnhal. 011300 Cursor 
M. 9361 iCott.), Als douues eie hir lok es suete. c 1300 K. 
Alls. ito6 His egghnen out of his hed sterte. c 1340 Cursor 
M. 3780 (Fairf. 1 , In slepe a ladder him po^t he seyghe fra 
pe firmament rist to his eyghe. f 1375 Sc. Leg. Saints, 
Panins 557 With fleshy ewine he na se mocht. c 1380 Chau- 
cer M in. Poems, Merciles Beanie 1 You re two eyn will sle me 
sodenly, I may the beaute of them not sustene. c 1400 Rom. 
Rose 1023 Hir nose, hir mouth, and eyhe.. Wei wrought. 
^1430 Bk. Hawking in Rel. Ant. I. 299 Take a tame heron 
and drawe out the both eyon of her. i486 Bk. St. Albans 
Bjb, The yolow be twene y Beeke & y® yeghen. 1513-75 
i?z«r«,(9£^rr<?«/x(BannatyneClub}i79 Anemonstrousfische 
. , havand greit ene in the head thairof, a 1529 Skelton 
Poems agst. Gamesche 37 Your ien glyster as glasse, Row- 
lynge in your holow hede. 1586-7 Q. Eliz. in FourC. 
Eng. Lett. 31 Paine in. one of my yees was only the cause. 
1605 Camden Rem. 125 Piercing the King of Scots through 
the eie, as Hector Boetius fableth. 1674 Brevint Saul at 
Endor 116 To set new Eies . . instead of those that were 
bored out. 1725 Watts Logic 11. v. i. §7 The Distance at 
which these Glasses are placed from the Eye. 1774 Goldsm. 
Nat. Hist. (1776) IV. 192 The orbits of the eyes were deeper. 
*797 Coleridge Sibyl. Leaves (1862) 226 A little sun, no 
bigger than your ee. 1831 Brewster Optics xxxv. § 166. 
286 The human eye is of a spherical form with a slight 
projection in front. 1856 Sir B. Brodie Psychol. Inq. I. v. 
182 The eye of an eagle is nearly as large as that of an 
elephant. 1858 Kingsley Red King 37 His eyne were 
shotten, red as blood. 

b. Poet, attributed to heaven, the sun. etc. The 
eye of day, of heaven — the sun ; the eyes of heaven, 
of night— the stars. 

1590 Spenser F. Q. 1. iii. 4 Her angels face, As the great 
eye of heaven, shyned bright. 1595 Shaks. John m. i. 79 
The glorious sunne. .Turning with splendor of his precious 
eye The meager cloddy earth to glittering gold. ct 6 oo — 
Sonn. xviii, Sometime too hot the eye of heaven shines. 
1603 — Ham. 11. ii. 540 Would haue made milche the Burn- 
ing eyesof Heauen. 1738 Wesley Psalms cxlvii. 2 All ye 
sparkling Eyes of Night. 1820 Scott Monast. xx, The eye 
of day hath opened its lids. 

c. with adjs. denoting the colour of the iris. 

C1300 Poem vL in Retrospective Rev. (1853) I. 307 His 

hegehen war. .grab c 1314 Guy Warw. {Afibotsi ed.) 7806 
He loked on wi£> wrake Stemliche wip his ey^en blake. 
1432-50 tr. Higden (Rolls) I, 145 That region hath peple 
with whyte heire, peyntede eien and ^elowe. 1500-20 Dun- 
bar None may Assure x, Ene of amiable blyth asure. 1587 
Mascall Govt. Cattle, Horses (1627) 167 The Fleabitten, 
with a thinne crest, hauing blacke eyne. 1704 Pope 
Windsor For. 351 He turn’d his azure eyes Where Windsor- 
domes and pompous turrets rise. 1815 Scott Guy. M. 
xxxii, This young man . . was up wards of six feet high, had 
.. blue eyes. <21852 Moore Lire Worshippers, l never 
nurs’d a dear gazelle, To glad me with its soft black eye. 

transf. 1843 James Forest Days (1847) 64 The blue eye of 
heaven had seldom been altogether withdrawn. 

d. taken as including the eyelids, or the sur- 
rounding parts; the region of the eyes. See 
Black Eye 2. 

c 975 Rushw. Gosp. John ix. 6, & ahof Sset lam ofer egu 
his. zriooo Sax. Leechd. I. 108 Wij? eagena sar .. sen ini 
j?ysse ylcan wyrte seaw, & smyre 5 a eagan psermid. c 1175 
Lamb . Horn. 121 Summe per weren f>et his egan bunden. 
<21250 Owl 4 Night. 426 He wolde pat he ise3e Teres 
in evrich monnes e^e. 1375 Barbour Bruce 1. 547 Hys 
Eyn with his hand closit he. c 1386 Chaucer Frol 10 
Smale fowles maken melodie, That slepen al the night with 
open yhe. i486 Bk. St. Albans B ija, An hauke that is 
broght vp vnder a Bussard ..hath wateri Eyghen. a 1533 
Ld. Berners Huon xlvti. 157 The pyrates .. bounde his 
handes . . and iyen. 1675 Hobbes Odyssey xvi. xi Kisses 
his head and hands, and both his eyne. 1751 Smollett 
Per. Pic . II. lxxvi. 306 These gummy eyes, lantern jaws, and. 


t toothless chaps. 1840 E. Howard Jack Ashore I II. ix, That 
j kindly looking gentleman, that’s blushing up to the eyes. 

e. in invertebrate animals. Compound eye 1 see 
| quot. and Compound a. 2 d. 

1665 R. ‘B.QOK.TS.Micrograpkia 178 Each of these Pearls . . is 
a perfect eye. 1700 T. Brown tr. Bresny’s Amusem. Ser. 
4 Com. 87 Their Collections of Rarities exceeds that of John 
Tradusken for here are , . the Eyes of Oysters. 1841-71 T. 
R. Jones Anim. Kingd. (ed. 4) 353 The individual eyes, 
or ocelli, as we shall term them. 1878 EncycL Brit. VIII, 
816/1 The compound eye v consists essentially of a series 
of transparent cone-like bodies, arranged in a radiate manner 
against the inner surface of the cornea. Ibid., The eyes 
of many insects have a field of about half a sphere. 1881 
Ibid. XIII. 143/2 In the larval state the eyes f of insects] 
are ordinarily simple, and each eye is usually a congrega- 
tion of separate eye-spots. 

2 . Phrases. (For those relating to the function 
of the eyes, etc. see 3-6). a. Mind (t beware) 
your eye (now vulgar ) : look to the safety of your 
eyej fig. be careful. One might put a thing in 
one's eye {and see never the worse ) ; indicating the 
insignificance or non-existence of the thing. For, 
by reason of the fair eyes of: for the sake of; cf. 
Fr. pour les beaux yeux de. 

. *509 Payne Evyll Marr. 146 As moche as a man may put 
in his eye. 1562 J. Heywood Prov. Epigr. (1867) 34, 
I might put my winnyng in mine eye, And see neuer the 
woorse. a 157a Knox Hist. Ref. Wks. 1846 I. no, I shall 
lodge all the men-of-ware into my Eae, that shall land in 
Scotland. 1579 Tomson Calvin's Seim. Tim. 222/1 They 
rule not by reason of their faire eyes. 1583 Golding Calvin 
on Dent, dxxxiv. 1145 It is not for their faire Eyes (as they 
say), a 1663 Robin Hood xxxi. in Child Ballads 1888 1 III. 
v.cxlv. 201/2 The ladies gave a shout, * Woodcock, beware 
thyn ee !’ a 1700 B. E. Diet, Cant. Crew, AU that you get 
you may put m your Eye and see ne’er the worse. 1851 
Mayhew Land. Labour u86i> II. 224 You must mind your 
eye, if you are shovelling slop into a cart. 

b. Biblical allusions. A beam , a mote in one's 
eye {Matt. vii. 3). Eye for eye {£ xod. xxi, 24). 

a 1300 Cursor M . 6701 iCott.) Ei for ei, and toth for toht, 
1570 G. Harvey Letter-bk. (Camden) 5 To pluck out the 
beame out of his own i. 

C. Colloq. To pipe the eye , to put the finger in 
the eye: derisively used for to weep. To cry one's 
eyes out : to weep excessively. 

1590 Shaks. Com. Err. it. ii. 206 No longer will I be a 
foole, To put the finger in the eie and weepe. c 1626 Dick 
of Devon in. iv. in Bullen 0 . PL (1883) II. 58 Would one 
have thought the foolish ape would putt The finger in the 
eye and tell it daddy 1 1655 Fuller Ch. Hist. 1. v, § 22 
So blubber’d with teares, that she may seem almost to have 
wept her eyes out. 1738 Swift Pol. Conversat. sty, I can’t 
help it, if I would cry my Eyes out. 1883 Stevenson 
Treasure 1st. iv. xix, The smoke ..kept us coughing and 
piping the eye. Plod, ditty: Cry, baby, cry; put your 
finger in your eye. 

d. Colloq. or slang. Referring to drinking or 
drunkenness. 

i6ox Shaks. Twel. N. v. i. 205 O he’s drunke .. Ms eyes 
were set at eight i’th morning. 16x0 — Temp. nr. ii. id 
D rinke seruant Monster, . thy eies are almost set in thy head, 
1738 Swift Pol. Conversat. xs You must o wn you had a Drop 
in your Eye . . you were half Seas over. 1789 Burns O Willie 
brewed a peck o' maut, We’re naethat fou, But just adrappie 
in our e’e. 1840 Barham Ingel. Leg., Bagman's Dog xix* 
She ask’d him to ‘ wet t'other eye 

e. Up to the eyes: fig. deeply immersed or occu- 
pied. {Mortgaged) up to the eyes : to the utmost 
limit. 

1884 Reade Gd. Stories, Bom to Get. Luck, A neighbour's 
estate, mortgaged up to the eyes, was sold under the ham- 
mer. 1889 Gordon Stables m Boy's Own Paper 16 Nov. 
103/3 The stewards were up to their eyes packing baskets 
ana making preparations. 

f. To {make a person) open {his) eyes : to (make 
him) stare with astonishment. To close an eye 
(negatively). To J lay, put one's eyes together : 
to go to sleep, f My eyes draws straws (vulgar) : 

I am sleepy. 

1633 T. James Voy. fi Nat one of them put his eyes to- 
gether all the night long. 1707 J. Stevens tr. Quevedo's 
Com. Wks. (1709) 350 He could not lay his Eyes together. 
1738 Swift Pol. Conversat. 214 I'm sure 'tis time for 
honest Folks to be a-bed— Indeed my Eyes draws straws, 
x8i 4 D, H. O'Brian Narrative Escape 132, I never closed 
an eye. The night at length elapsed. 1889 Jessopp Com- 
ing of Friars ii. 72 The new fashions made his neighbours 
open their eyes. 

g. Sporting; To wipe the eye of another shooter ; 
to kill game that he has missed. 

x886 Walsingham & Payne-Gallwey Shooting I. 128 If 
you do perchance wipe the eye . . of another shooter . . 
apologize. 

h. Slang or vulgar . AU my eye : all humbug* 

6 stuff and nonsense J ; also, in same sense, f All 
in the eye . My eye(sl used as an expression of 
astonishment or asseveration. 

X768 Goldsm. Good-n. Man it. That's all my eye— the 
king only can pardon. 1782 George Bateman II. X13 That's 
all my eye, and my elbow, as the saying is. 1785 Grose 
Class. Did. Vulg, Tongue $.v. Betty Martin, That’s my eye 
betty martin. 18x9 Moore Tom Crib’s Mem. Congress 2 
All my eye, Betty. 1824 Miss Ferrif.r Inker. I, xxxi. 
344 [A bride] sobbed aloud .. although, as Bob and Davy 
afterwards declared, that was all in the eye. x8xx 
Poole Hamlet Travestied i. 1., As for black clothes, — 
that’s all my eye and Tommy. X838 Dickens O. Twist 
viii, * My eyes, how green 1 ’ exclaimed the young gentle- 
man. 1842 S. Lover Handy Andy xvi, Church, my eye, 
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woman ! church indeed. 1843s Hood Springxi, The tender- 
ness of Spring- is all my eye. 1871 Punch 30 Dec. 271 i 
* Nothing in the papers. ! ’ Isn’t there, though. My 
eye ! 

. 3. With reference to its function : The eye as 
possessing the power of vision. - Often pleonasti- 
callv for emphasis in To see with ones own eyes, 
fiwith(or at) eye. ' 

In Eng. as in other Iangs. to lose cm eye- often means 
merely to become blind of one eye ; similarly to put out the 
eyes— to deprive of sight. 

0x290 S. Eng. Leg. I. 53/215 Huy i-seien alle with ei^e. 
1297 R. Glouc. <1724) 376 Me ssolde pulte oute bojje hys 
eye, & make hym pur hlynd. *2x300 Cursor M. 11324 
(Cott) Symeon . . he o ded suld neuer die, Till he suld se 
crist self wit et c 1385 Chaucer L.G. W. Frol. 100 Men 
mosten more thyng beleve Then they may seen at eighe. 
c 1450 Bk. Curtasye 323 in Bahees Bk. (1868) 308 Gase not 
on walles with }?y. neghe. 1513 Douglas sBneis nr. x. xz 
All his solace for tinsale of his E. 1539 Taverner Erastn. 
Prop. ( 1552) 13 That the eye seeth not, y-' herte rueth not. 
1584 Powel Lloyds Cambria 31 Let them belieue no more 
but what they see with their Flies. 1651 Hobbes Leviath. 
u. xxv. 136 Many eys see more then one. 1707 J. Stevens 
tr. Quevedo's Com. Wks. (170 9) 350, I have seen it with my 
own Eyes. 1738 Swift Pol. Conversat. 199 They say, 
Hedges have Eyes, and Walls have Ears. 1776 Trial of 
Nundocomar 24/2 , 1 have seen him. . with my own eyes take 
off his seal. 1820 Keats St. Agues xxxix, There are no 
ears to hear or eyes to see. 1846 Greener Sc. Gunnery 
300 We. .have a friend who lost an eye and blew down a 
house side. 1871 Rossetti Poems, Dante at Verona xxxiii, 
Thou hast beheld, past sight of eyne, 1878 Encycl. Brit. 
VIII. 822/2 If we wish to see each word distinctly, we 
‘run the eye’ along the line. 

b. Phrases. {To have but) half an eye : even the 
Smallest power of vision. {To see) with half an 
eye: at a glance, without effort, f At the eyes 
end: close at hand. To open any one's eyes: to 
restore his sight, f To put out one's eyes with 
gifts : fig. to bribe. Where are your eyes ? said 
to. a person who fails to observe what he ought to 
see With all one's eyes, with all the eyes in one's 
head : with eager gaze. Eagle eye : see Eagle 10. 
The naked eye : see Naked. 

c 1380 Wycuf Serm. Sel. Wks. II. 94 He [Jesus] openede 
my ysen. a 1547 U dall, etc. Erasm. Par. Mark P ref. 4 
Ought with all the iyen in theyr heades to watche. 1579 
Fulke Beskins* Pari. 348 Euery man that hath but halfe 
an eye, seeth these grosse inconsequences. 1598 Pelegro- 
mius Synonym , Sylva 35/2 To Bribe; vide to put out ones 
eyes with giftes. 1598 W. Phillips Linschoten (18641 190 
These Haraffos . , can discerne it [counterfeit money] with 
half an eye. x6xx Bible Ps. cxlvi. 8 The Lord openeth the 
eyes of the blinde. 1627-77 Feltham Resolves 1. x. 15 We 
judg them near, at the eyes end. 1749 Bulkeley & Cum- 
mins Voy. S. Seas xo The Captain, .seeing the Light, ask’d 
the Master, Where his Eyes were ? x86o> Russell Diary 
India II. xiii, Hooked with all my eyes, but they failed to 
detect any difference. 1883 Stevenson Treasure Isl. iv. 
xriii, I saw with half an eye that all was over. 

c. fig. ; esp. as attributed to the heart, mind, or 
to quasi-personified objects. 

c 1040 Rule St. Benet (Logeman) 2 Geopen edum ea^nm 
drum. citys Lamb. Horn. 157 [He] mid e^ene of his 
hoste bihalt in to houene and sicS \>e muchele blisse }>et he 
is to ilected. c 1230 Halt Meid. 3 Opene to understonde J>e 
ehne of )>m beorte. 1460 in Pol. Rel. ty L. Poems 11866) 
187 Mi goostli igen ben ful of dust. 1590 Shaks. Mids. N. 
in. ii. 435 Sleepe . . sometime shuts vp sorrowed eie. 1687 
T. Brown Saints in Uproar Wks. 1730 I. 82 This it is to 
want theeye of faith, a 1703 Buriott On N. T. Mark vi. 

6 A spiritual eye can discern beauty in an humbled, and 
abased Saviour. 1837 Newman Par. Serm. (ed. 2) III. 
xxiii. 372 Excitement, which has power to fascinate the 
eye of our minds, x8sx Herschel Stud. Nat. Phil. 11. vi. 
166 To witness facts with the eyes of reason. 1856 Grin- 
Pon Life i. (18751 5 Science needs all its eyes- .to discern it. 

d. Applied to a person who uses his eyes on 
teliaif, or instead, of another. 

1382 Wyclif Job xxix, 15 An e)e I was to blinde, 
*588 A. King tr. Canisius' Catech. 173, 1 haue been ane 
Ee to y» blind. 1667 Milton P. L. hi. 650 The seav’n 
Who . . are his Eyes That . . Bear his swift errands. 1689 
Hickeringill Ceremony-monger, Wks. 1x7161 II. 503 The 
Bishop's great Eye (Mr. Arch-deacon) is getting himself a 
Stomach to his Dinner. 1806 Wordsw. Ode Iniim. Immort. 
112 Thou best Philosopher . . thou Eye among the blind. 
1836-48 B. D, Walsh Aristopk. 17 note, The Kings of 
Persia had certain officers who were called ‘ his Eyes \ 

&. fig. Applied to. a city, country, province, etc. : 
The seat of intelligence or light. 

' v 1599 Hakluyt Voy. II. 118 The eyes of the' realme, 
Cambridge, and Oxford, 1671 Milton P. R. tv. 240 Athens, 
the eye of Greece. x68o Morden Geog, RecL, England 
(1685) 25 In the beautiful Body of the Kingdom of England, 
the two Eyes are the two Universities. 1845 R. W. Hamil- 
ton Pop. Educ. vii. (ed. 2) 165 Massachusetts . . is the eye of 
the States. 1878 Bosw. Smith Carthage 355 Corinth the 
eye of Greece. 

4. Used in sing, and pi. for : The action or func- 
tion of the eyes ; the sense of seeing ; ‘ ocular 
knowledge’ (J.), sight. Chiefly in phrases: (To 
have) before one's eyes : lit. and fig. To believe 
one's (own) eyes . To catchy L fix, strike , take the 
eye . f At (first) eye : at first sight. 

42 X 200 Vices 4- Virtues 49 He litlede him seluen to-foren 
mannes ebjen.^ <11x400 Apol. Loll. 50 pat for a tym de- 
sceyuip & iapi)> }?e 3ee, but pis biggip pe vnderstonding 
perpetual. X440 Test. Ebon (Surtees) 11. 76 pax, havand 
Gode before per eyghen, do trewe execution of pis my 
presentt testament X47X Arriv. Edw. IV (Camden) 38 It 
appered to every mann at eye the sayde partie was ex- 
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tincte. 1509 Fisher Wks. 1. (1876) 68 A 1 thynges be naked 
and open' to his [God’s] eyen. a 1541 Wyatt Poet. Wks. 
(1861 > 22 With false favour., you deceive th’ayes. 
Fleming Contn. Ho tins tied III 1986/1 The English cap- 
teines. .perceiuing at eie that, .they were not able to ame 
aduantage to mainteine this onset. 1599 Shaks. Much A do 
iv. i.72 3 s this face Heroes? are oureies our owne? 1605 
— Macl>. hi. i. 125 Masking the Businesse from the common 
Eye. 1653 Marvell Carr. i. Wks. 1872-5 II. 4 Demon- 
strating to the .-ey. which way we ought to travell. _ 1672 Sir 
T. Browne Lett. Friend x. t iS8x) 134 A weak physiognomist 
might say at first eye, this was a face of earth. 17x5 J* 
Richardson Tk. Painting 62 The Death of Ananias. . im- 
mediately takes the. Eye. 1717 Pore Bp. jfervas 33 Thy 
well-stu.dy’d marbles fix our eye. 1784 Covvper Task n. 
818 Every plague that can infest Society, .meets the eye. 
1848 Macaulay Hist. Eng. 11 . 207 The conflict in the royal 
mind did not escape the eye of Barillon. 1870 Coningtgn 
AEneid vi. ( 1873^ 201 Banquets smile before their eyne. 

f b. In (the) eye : in appearance. By the eye : 
? in unlimited quantity. Obs. 

c 1394 P. PI. Credo 84 Grete-hedede quenes wj|? gold by 
pe ei3en. c 1592 M arlowe Jew of Malta m. iv, Thou shalt 
have broth by the eye. 16x3 Beaum. & Fl. Kn. Burn. 
Pestle it. ii, Here’s mony and gold bith* eie my hoy. 1684 
Ii, H. Sch. Retreat. 117 Mark out the Head of your Pond, 
and make it the highest part of the Ground in the eye, tho 
it be the lowest in the true Level. ^ 
f c. Range of vision, view, sight. Only in phrases : 
In eye ; in, into , out of (a persons) eye. Obs. in lit. 
sense, 

1599 Warn. Faire Worn. n. 770 A very bloudy act . . com- 
mitted in eye of court. 1602 Shaks. Ham. iv. iv. 6 We 
shall expresse our dutie in his eye. 1644 Bp. Hall Rem. 
Wks. (1660) 125 He fights in the eye of his Prince. 1665 
Boyle Occas. Ref. v. 11.(1675)301 111 manag’d Persecutions 
of Doctrine .. bring them into every body’s Eye. 1670 
Cotton Espernon 1. 11. 82 He was no sooner remov’d out of 
his Eye, than that confidence began to stagger. 1673 Chas. 
II in Lauderdale Papers (1683) III. ii. 2 Your sone Yester 
(who comes but seldome in my eye). 1677 Yarranton 
Eng. Improv. 38 A Harbour . . in the very Eye of France. 
17x1 Steele Sped. No 113 1 4 She helped me to some Tansy 
in the Eye of all the Gentlemen in the Country. 

d. fig. In one s ( mind's ) eye : in one’s mental 
view, in contemplation. 

1602 Shaks. Ham. 1. ii. 185, I see my father . . In my 
minds eye. c 1680 Beveridge Serm. (17291 I. 411 He must 
always have it in his eye. 1713 Berkeley Ess, in Guardian 
vi. Wks. 1871 III. 163 The sages whom I have in my eye 
speak of virtue as the most amiable thing in the world. 172 6 
Leoni tr. Alberti's Archil. II. 55b, Some had nothing in 
their eye, but adorning that which was to contain the body. 
X79X ‘ G. Gambado’ Ann. Horsem. Pref. (18091 54 Having 
the safety of man’s neck in my eye. x8x8 Cqbbett Pol. Reg. 
XXXIII. 414, I have.. the little thatched cottages of Walt- 
ham. Chase, .in my mind’s eye. 

5. With reference to the direction of the eye ; 
hence often equivalent to : Look, glance, gaze. 
Often with verbs like east, lift , turn, etc. f To 
change, mingle eyes (with) : to exchange amorous 
glances (with). To make eyes at ; to throw the eye 
at : to throw amorous or covetous glances at. f To 
throw out one's eyes for : To look out for. To see 
eye to eye (Isa. lii. 8) : often misused for to be of 
one mind, think alike. 

0975 Ruskw. Gosp. Matt. xvii. 8 Da M3 hyra eagan upp- 
hofon, ne 3esawon bi_3 nsenne. a xzz$ Anpr, . R. 54 Eue, 
pi moder, leop^efterBire eien ; urom hire eien to pe eppel, 
vrom ];e eppel i parais adun to pes eor 5 e. c 1320 R. Brunne 
Medit. 643 To hyr fadyr he hast hys yen. <1485 Digby 
Myst. (1882) n. 572 The ley ys euer the messenger of foly. 
1535 Cqverdale Ecclus. xxvii. 1 He that seketh to be riche 
turneth his eyes asyde. 1596 Shaks. r Hen. IV, 1. Hi. 143 
On my face he turn’d an eye of death. ^ 1604 — Oth. n. i. 
39 As well to see the Vessel that’s come in As to throw-out 
our eyes for braue Othello. 1606 — Ant. <8* Cl. in. xiii. 156 
Would you mingle eyes With one that tyes his points. 
x6xo — Temp. 1. ii. 441 At the first sight They haue chang'd 
eyes. 1781 Cowper Conversation 485 Modestly let fall your 
eyes. 1798 Coleridge Anc. Mar. in. xv, Each, .curs’d me 
with his ee. 1842 S. Lover Handy Andy viii, Is it one of 
my colleens you’ve been throwing the eye at, Sir 1 1852 
Thackeray Esmond 111. i, She used to make eyes at the 
Duke of Marlborough. 1879 Print. Trades Jrnl. xxvi. 4 
Unable to see eye to eye with the subscribers. 

b. In words of command. Mil. (see quots.) ; so 
in Boating, Eyes in the Boat. 

183a Prop. Regul. Instr. Cavalry n. 35 Its Leader gives 
the word * Eyes Centre \ 1833 Regul. Instr. Cavalry 1. 13 
On the word Eyes Right, glance the eyes to the right with 
the slightest turn possible of the head. At the word Eyes 
Left, cast the eyes in like manner to the left. On the word 
Eyes Front, the look and head are to be directly to the 
front, the habitual position of the soldier. 1837 Dickens 
Pickw. iv, The command * eyes front’ had been given, 1839 
F. A. Griffiths Artill. Man. (1862) 152 Captains will give 
the word ‘Eyes right’, or * left as the inspecting officer 
comes to their batteries, * Eyes front ’ when he has passed, 
*887 Times (weekly ed.) x8 Nov, 2/5 The words of com- 
mand were, .‘Eyes front ; by your right ; quick march *. 

e, with adjs. expressing the disposition or feeling 
of the person looking, as, angry, contemptuous , 
friendly , jealous, loving, wondering. 

figoo Cursor M. (4078) Cott. Ne wald pai apon him 
set Fra pis dai forth wit blithful ei. Ibid. 17837 (Cott.) 
Til heuen pai lifted pah eien brade. CX400 Rom. Rose 
4264 If oon be fulle of vylanye, Another hath a likerous 
igbe. 1536 A urelio $ Isab. (1608) E iv, Chaste and shame- 
faste ees, x6xx Bible Prov. xxii. 9 Hee that hath a bounti- 
full eye, shall bee blessed, 1735 Pope Prol. Sat. 190 View 
him with . . jealous eyes. *848 Macaulay Hist. Eng. I. 
x6x Bowls, horseracing, were regarded with no friendly 
eye. 


0. An attentive or observing look, lit. and fig. ; 
observation, supervision attention, regard. Chiefly 
in phrases : ( To be) all eyes : all attention, f To 
bear, give , good eyes upon : to pay close attention 
to, watch attentively. To give an eye to : to give 
a share of one’s attention to. To keep, have an 
(one's) eye Rafter, upon : to keep watch upon. 
Under the eye of \ under the observation or atten- 
tion of. 

4-1430 SyrGener. (Roxb.) 3934 Segryne had euer on him 
his eye. 0x460 J. Russell Bk. Nurture 527 Looke ye 
bere good y3es vppon opur connynge kervers. c 1475 
Rauf Coifyear 695, I mon . . eirnestly eiter him haue rftyne 
Eay. 1586 J. Hooker Girald. I rel. in Holi fished II. 26/2 
Maurice Fitzgerald, .gaue good eie and watched the matter 
verie narowlie. x6io Shaks. Temp. iv. i. 59 No tongue: 
all eyes : besilent. 1641 Milton Animadv, Wks. (1851 - 2x9 
He . . hath yet ever had this Island underthe special indulgent 
eye of his Providence. 1659 B. Harris Parivais Iron Age 
2ir It was supposed the Earle of Essex had an eie upon Ox- 
ford. x8x8 Cobbett Pol. Reg. XXXIII. 64, I shall keep 
my eye upon them, 1824 Medwin Convers. Byron (1832) 

I. 53, I had . . fallen under the eye of the Government. 

b. To have an eye to : to look to, pay attention 
to; to have as one’s object, have regard for; to 
have reference to. With an eye to : with a view 
to ; with a design upon. 

1375 Barbour Bruce vi. 523 The Kyng. .Till thame, and 
nouthir ellis-quhar Had ey. Ibid, xil 306, I pray 3how 
That nane of 30W for gredynes Haf E till tak of thair 
Richess. 1526 Pilgr. Per/. (W. de W. 1531) 73 b, Some 
feareth synne & payne bothe, hauynge an eye and respecte 
to bothe in maner indifferently. 1535 Coverdale 2 Macc. 
viii. 2 They called vpon the Lorde, y* he wolde haue an 
eye vnto bis people. 1593 Nashe Four Lett. Confut. 67 
liaue an eie to the maine-chaunce. 1607 Bacon Ess., 
Counsel (Arb.) 322 Men will Councell with an eye to them- 
selves. 1641 Jrnl. Ido. Comm. II. 183 An especial eye 
may be had over all Counties, where Papists are most 
residing. 1664 Evelyn Kal Hort. (1729) 2x0 Have 
still an Eye to the weeding and cleansing Part. 1713 
Steele Englishman No. xi. 74 A Man will have an Eye 
to his first Appearance in Publick. 1756 C. Lucas Ess. 
Waters III. 285 The gentlemen of the corporation . . have 
. .no small eye to gain. 1838 Lytton A lice 171 Maltravers 
has an eye to the county, one of these days. x86x Thorn- 
bury Turner I. 358 He collects analytical diagrams of 
Dutch boats, with an eye to get nearer to Vandervelde. 
1875 Jowett Plato (ed. 2) Y. 58 What I said about the Cretan 
laws, .had an eye to war only. x888 Froude Eng. in W. 
Indies 40 Gold and silver plate, be observed with an eye to 
business was , . abundant. 

7. (in sing. only). The faculty of perception or 
discrimination of visual objects, either in general 
or in some special connexion. Often in phrases : 
To have, with, the eye of (a painter, etc.). To 
have an eye for (proportion, etc.). (To estimate , 
etc.) by (the) eye : as opposed to measurement, etc. 
Also, Sport : To have , get, one's eye (well) in : to 
be or become able to judge accurately of distance 
and direction, as in Billiards, Shooting, etc. 

1657 Austen Fruit Trees n. 93 Shew clearly (to a dis- 
cerning eie). 17x3 J. Richardson Th. Painting 150 He has 
a Good Eye on the Sense, as one is said to have a Good Ear 
for Musick. 17x9 — Art Crit. 188 It does not appear to 
have been done by any other help than the Correctness of 
the Eye. 1774 M. Mackenzie Maritime Surv. 88 Estimate 
by the Eye the Distance of C from A. 1796 Instr. # Keg. 
Cavalry (1813) 67 The leader of the column will march by 
his eye. 1847 L. Hunt Jar Honey fxtf, (1848' 9 Who saw 
their colours with the eye of a painter, 1853 Macaulay 
Hist. Eng. IV. 433 He had not . . the eye of a great cap- 
tain for all the turns of a battle. 1875 Jowett Plato ted. 2) 

II. 271 An eye for proportion is needed. 1884 Q. Rev. No. 
316. 482 Their eyes were well in. 

8. fig. Point of view, manner or way of looking 
at a thing; estimation, opinion, judgement. In 
phrases : In, with the eye(s of \a person). In the 
public eye. Also, In the eye of (the) law, logic, etc. : 
according to the terms or rules of. To look with 
another eye upon : to take a different view of. 

42x340 Hampole Psalter Prol,, Faire & lufly in cristes 
eghen. 1594 Shaks. Rich. Ill , in. vii. 112 Some offence, 
That seemes disgracious in the Cities eye. <2x617 Bayne 
On Eph. (1658) 48 God doth give us love in the eies of some 
good man. 1628 Coke On Lift. fol. 58 Court baron. . in the 
eye of Law it hath relation to the Freeholders, who are 
Judges of the Court 1635 A. Stafford Fern. Glory (1869) 
56 Sinnes more odious even in our own eies. 1643 Udall 
Serm. (1645) 3 j To his sad disconsolate wife, mourning 
too too much, in his eye [etc.]. 1639 B. Harris Parivats 
Iron Age zoo The King . . became more considerable in 
the eyes of the World, then any of his predecessors. 1683 
Lond. Gaz. No. 1835/3 If the City should Look upon it 
with another Eye. 1742 Pope Dune. iv. 534 Self-conceit to 
some her glass applies. Which no one looks in with 
another’s eyes. 1761 Hume Hist. Eng. II. xxxvi. 286 Per- 
sons not lying under, .attainder were innocent in the eye of 
the law. 1760 Goldsm. Vic. W. xxviii, No other marriage of 
his shall ever he legal in my eye. x8x8 Byron Tuan 1. Ixviii, 
I can’t tell whether Julia saw the affair With other people’s 
eyes, or if her own Discoveries made. 1869 Freeman 
Norm. Cong. (1876' III. xiii, 281 In the eye of logic or of 
sound morals. 1882 Serjt. Ballantine Experiences xix. 
185 He was a man of mark in the eyes of my family. 

f 3X 9. Slight shade, tinge. (Of. F. ail). Obs. 

*6x0 Shaks. Temp. n. i 55 A nt. The ground indeed is 
tawny. Seb. With an eye of greene in’t. a 1641 Suckling 
Goblins in. (ed. 2);^ None of these Beards will serve, There's 
not an eye of white in them, a x66x Fuller Worthies (1840) 

III. 499 This, .name seemeth to have in it an eye or cast 
of Greek and Latin. 1664 Evelyn Kal. Hort. {xgjz) 204 
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A natural Earth with an Eye of Loam in it. 1677 Pi ot 
Oxfordsh . 279 A true blue dye, having an eye of red. 1690 
Evelyn Acetaria 98 OyL.with an Eye'. . of. .Olive green. 

Tb. (See quot) 

2736 Bailey (folio', Eye, the lustre and brilliant of pearls 
and precious stones, more usually call’d the water. 

Ill- An object resembling the eye in appearance, 
shape, or relative position. 

. 10. On plants '. a. the axillary bud ; the leaf-bud 
of a potato ; "b. the remains of the calyx on fruit; 
c. the centre of a dower. 


1615 W. Lawson Orch. Card. in. x. (1668) 26 Let your 
graff have three or four eyes for readiness to put forth. 
1672-3 Grew Anat. Plants n. 1. i. § 7 Potato’s [root] where 
the Eyes or Buds of the future Trunks lie imvard. 1710 
London & Wise Comp/. Gard. (1719) 167 Apples . , may 
be plac'd either upon the Eye or Stalls 1772 Foote Nabob 
n. Wks. 1799 II. 303 For pip, colour, and eye, I defy the 
whole parish, .to match ’em [polyanthuses]. 1787 Winter 
Syst. Husb. 157 Six scotch potatoes, cut into thirty-three 
sets, with two eyes each. 1858 Carpenter Veg. Phys. § 123 
The points commonly known as the eyes of the Potato. IbuL 
1 586 By the remains of the calyx, .the eye of the gooseberry 
is formed. Ibid. § 605 The smallerthe eye. .of the dahlia, the 
better it is considered to be. 1870 Hooker Stud. Flora 
2 68 Corolla minute, pale blue with a white eye. 1882 Car- 
den 18 Mar. 1.83/2 Vine eyes from Spain . .make better and 
stronger Vines than those propagated from eyes produced 
in this country. 

11. Eye of a crab, a crawfish <= Crab’s Eye. 

1662 Lovell Hist. Anivt. <§• Min. 190 The eyes or stones 
[of the crab] coole, dry, cleanse, discusse, breake the stone. 
1753 Hanway Trav. I. j. xv.98 These eyes [of crawfish] are 
sent into turkey.. to be used in medicines. 

12. A spot resembling an eye ; esp. a. One of the 
spots near the end of the tail-feathers of a peacock, 
b. One of the three spots at one end of a coco- 
nut. c. A small dark spot in the eggs of fish 
and insects while hatching. 

1387 Trevisa Bigden (Rolls) IV. 7 A lttel stone wi]> yene. 
*398 — * Bari! s, De P. R. xit. xxxii. (1495) 43 2 The pecok 
hath, .a taylle full of eyen. 1536 Aurelia I sab. (1608) G ij, 
Delectabler . . then seamethe unto the pecocke his tale 
chargede with ees. 1601 Holland Pliny I. 396 They 
make a shew of the eyes appearing in Peacockes talks. 2622 
Peacham Compli Genii. (1661) 163 A mantle wrought with 
gold and Peacocks eyes. 1736 Bailey (folio 1 , Eye of a Bean , 
a black speck . . in the cavity of the corner- teeth of a horse. 
1788 Cowper On Mrs. Montague's Feather Hangings 4 
The Peacock sends his.. starry eyes. 1840 Penny Cycl. 
XL. 334/1 In this last [variety] the eyes or circlets of the 
train [of the peacock] are shadowed out. 3803 F. Buckland 
in G. C, Bompas Life vii. (2885)125 No eyes yet in the [trout's] 
eggs. 1863 Tylor Early Hist. Man. vi. 131 The diviner. . 
will spin a cocoa-nut, and decide a question according to 
where the eye of the nut looks towards when at rest again. 
1883 H. O. Forbes Nat. Wanderings ii. 27 Having pierced 
the proper eye with one of its spindle ambulatory legs, it 
(the Birgus] rotates the nut round it. 

f 13. Eye of the world : = Hydrophone. Obs. 
[transl. of mod. L. octtlus mundi: cf. the Arab, 
name ‘ eye of the sun’.] 

[167a Boyle Origin Gems 107 Though the Oculus Mundi 
be reckoned by Classic Authors among the rare Gems.] 
2772 Cronstedt's M in. App. 6, I have seen the Eye of the 
World, .in Sir Hans Sloane’s Collection. 

14. Naut. ‘ Eyes of her ’ (see^quot. 1867 ). 

1840 Marryat Poor Jack xxii, Being right in the eyes of 
her .. we could [etc.]. 1867 Smyth Sailor’s Word-bk. 284 
Eyes of her, the foremost part of the bay, or in the bows of 
a ship. In olden times, and now in Spanish and Italian 
boats, .an eye is painted on each bow. 1880 Times 25 Dec. 
7/4 A heavy forecastle in the eyes of her. 

15. fa. A fountain or spring; «=» Heb. 
cay in, Arab. ^sstain. b. The opening through 

which the water wells up. Cf. Well-eye. 

1609 Bible (Douay) Dent, xxxiii. 28 The eie of Jacob in 
the land of corrie and wine, 184a Penny Cycl. XXII. 290/2 
The place where the river re-appears is called Los Ojos de 
Gua.dia.na (the eyes of the Guadiana . 1857 Livingstone 
Trav. vi, hi A hollow, which anciently must have been the 
eye of a fountain. 1883 J. Mackenzie Day-dawn In Dark 
Places 70 There are three separate wells or ‘ eyes ’ to this 
fountain. 

16. A central mass ; the brightest spot or centre 
(of light). 

2864 Intel!. Obsemt. V. 371 The net being drawn through 
a ‘ scull ’ or shoal of the fish, breaks what is called the eye 
of the fish. 1867 Smyth Sailor's Word-bk. dp\ Eyght, the 
thickest part of a scule of herrings; when this is scattered 
by the fishermen, it is termed ‘ breaking the ey’. 1870 J. 
Roskell in Eng. Mech. 18 Map 647/2 When the button of 
melted copper . . assumes a bright colour, and the centre, 
which the essayer calls the eye, being dark, the front brick 
is. drawn aside. 

17. Painting. (See quot.) 

1859 Gullick & Timbs Paint. 201 * Eyes Q as the abrupt 
terminations of the longitudinal division of folds are 
named. 

18. Naut. In the wind’s eye : in the direction of 
the wind. Into the wind’s eye: to windward. 
To be a sheet in the wind's eye : fig to be slightly 


intoxicated. ' • 

2362 J. Heywood Prov. Epigr. (1867) 114 The weather- 
cockis beke is. .in the windis eie. 1628 Dicky Jrnl (.Cam- 
den) so The 4 galliottes. .rowed into the wmdes eye. _ 1743 
Bulkeley & Cummins Voy. S. Seas 135 I’he Sound, .is not 
above a League in the Wind’s Eye. 1823 Byron Juan j. 
iv, In the wind's eye I. have sail’d. 1834, Medwin Angler 
in Wales II. 145 A better sea-boat., but she could not 'walk 
in the wind’s eye. 2853 Kane Grinnell-Exp. xxiv. izeS&J 


179 To see our pack-bound neighbors, .steam ahead dead in 
the wind’s eye. 1883 Stevenson Treasure Isl. iv. xx. 
Maybe you think we were all a sheet in the wind’s eye. But 
I’ll tell you 1 was sober. 

19. The centre of revolution. Also in phrase To 
open its eye. 

1760-72 tr. Juan <$• Ullods Voy, (ed. 3V II. vnr. Hi. 210 The 
cloud. . begins, according to the sailor’s phrase, to open its 
eye, i, e. the cloud breaks, and the part of the horizon where 
it was formed becomes clear. 2867 F. Francis Angling v. 
144 The eye of the stream . . is always the most favourable 
spot for fish. By the eye I mean the first good eddy on the 
inside of any stream after it commences its shoot. _ 2884 
Science Jan. 63 The ..dreadful calm within the whirl, to 
which sailors have given the name of ‘ the eye of the storm 

20. A hole or aperture, 

a. In a needle : The hole or aperture formed to 
receive the thread. 

c 950 Lindisf. Gosp. Luke xxiii. 25 DerhSvrl or ego nedles. 
c 1000 Ags. Gosp. ibid., EaSelicor mmg se olfend gan )?urh. . 
nsedle cage. 2383 Wyclik Matt. xix. 24 It is lighter, or 
eysier a camel for to passe thorw} a nedelis e^e. c 1400 
I.anf rands Cirurg. 36 A nedle bre cornerid whos i|e scnal 
be holid on bo]>e sidis. 1606 Shaks. Tr. <5* Cr. 11, 1. 87 So 
much wit . . As will stop the eye of Helens needle. 1712-4 
Pope Rape Lock 11. 128 Wedg’d whole ages in a bodkin’s 
eye. 2740 Cheyne Regimen 323 The Rays of Millions of 
different Flambeaux may pass .. through the Eye of a 
Needle. 2832-4 J. Holland Manuf. Metal II. 358 The 
formation of the gutters and the piercing of the eye. 

b. A hole pierced in a tool or implement, for 
the insertion of some other object. 

2534 Ludlow Churchw. Acc. (Camden) 57 For makynge 
the iee of the clapper [of a bell] . .xiiijd. 2703 Moxon Meek. 
Exerc. 155 Put the Eyes of the Hindges over the Pins of 
the Hooks. 2747 Hooson Miner's Diet. Ej b, When the 
Miner haums a Pick, there is always Some of the Haunt 
comes through the Eye. 1796 Pearson in Phil. Trans. 
LXXXVI. 445 Its [the axe’s] length from eye to edge was 
seven inches. 2827 j. F. Cooper Prairie I. ii. 26 He buried 
his axe to the eye, in the soft body of a cotton-wood tree. 
1867 Smyth Sailor’s Word-bk. 284 Eye of an anchor , the 
hole in the shank wherein the ring is fixed. 1881 F. J. 
Britten Watch $ Clockm. 33 The eye should be made close 
to the end of the spring which should be rounded. 

C. An opening or passage for the introduction 
or withdrawal of material, as in the ‘runner* or 
upper stone of a mill, in a kiln, etc. ; also for exit 
or ingress, as in a fox’s earth, a mine, etc, 

1686 Burnet Trav. v. (17501 277 He comes out at the Eye 
of the Mill all in Wafers. 2741 Com pi. Fam. Piece 11. i. 
295 Having found a Fox’s Earth, cause all his Holes you 
can find to be stopt, except the main Hole or Eye that is 
most beaten. 1747 Hooson Miner's Diet. Givy Eye of the 
Shaft, .is the very beginning of the Surface or Grass Clod, 
sometimes called the Mouth in old Works. 1776 Young 
Tour in Irel. (27801 301 He burns it in arched kilns, with 
several eyes. 1812 Citron, in Ann. Reg . 2812, 5 When the 
men employed at the lime-kiln . .went to their work, they 
found a man and a woman lying dead on the edge of its 
eye. ? 1842 E. J. Lance Cottage Farmer 19, 4^ bushels of 
flour from the eye of the mill. 2843 Jrnl, R. Agric. Soc. 
IV. 1. 27 The main drain opens into the ditch at a spot 
called the ‘ eye 1843 Port lock Gcol. 682 In each quadrant 

of the kiln, there is an opening, called an eye, or fire-hole. 
1884 Knight Diet Mech. IV. 605 A damsel on the spindle 
. .agitates the shoe beneath the hopper and causes the grain 
to dribble into the eye of the runner, 
d. A small hole or hollow in bread or cheese, 
etc. . ( Cf. Bull’s eye 12 ). Obs. exc. dial. [Cf. 
Fr. ceil in same sense.] 

2328 Paynell Saieme Regvn. Eij, Chese..not to tough 
. . nor to full of eies. 1607 Topsell Fonr-f Beasts (1673) 
483 Cheeses madeof their [Sheep’s] milk is. .full of eyes and 
holes. 2649 Blithe Eng, I m prov. Impr. (1653' *43 A Mud, 
or Sludg . . which is very soft, full of Eyes and. Wrinckles. 
1 688 R. Holme Armory hi. v. 244 Bad cheese ., full of 
Eyes, not well prest. 2720 J. Clarke Rohault’s Nat. Phil. 
(1729 y I. 29 Those large Spaces which we call the Eyes of 
the Bread. 1879 Miss Jackson Shropsh, Word-bk. s. v., 
I like bread full of eyes, cheese without any. 

21. A loop of metal or thread in a ‘hook and 
eye esp. that used as a fastening in dresses. Also 
a metal ring for holding a rod or bolt, or for a 
rope, etc., to pass through. 

2599 Minsheu Sp. Diet. ( 1623 \ Hevilla. .hooks and eies 
of suuer. 1611 Cotgr., Piton . . an Eye for a curtaine 
rod [etc.], a 1658 Cleveland Pet. Poem 23 My Eyes are 
out, and all my Button-moulds Drop. 1697 Derham in 
Phil. Trans. XX. 2 On the Top I left an Eye in the Wire. 
2715 Desaguliers Fires Impr. 130 Two Iron Eyes for the 
ends of the Axis to play in. 1763 Del Pino Sp. Diet, 
Mdchos y hem bras, hooks and eyes. 2832 Brewster Nat. 
Magic x. <1833) 247 Having . . made it (the rope] pass 
through a fixed' iron eye. 1865 J. C. Wilcocks Sea Fisher- 
man (2875' 35 A piece of brass wire (having eyes turned 
at the ends'. 1880 W. C. Russell Sailor’s Sweetheart 
fiBSi) II. iv. 262 A couple of scuttlebutts lashed . , to eyes 
in the bulwarks. Mod. The stair-rods are too large for the 

y tr. A loop of cord or rope ; esp. ‘ the circular 
loop of a shroud or stay, where it goes over the 
mast ’ (Adm. Smyth) ; and in other nautical ap- 
plications. Also the loop at one end of a bow- 
string. , if Z . , . \ 

1584 R. Scot Diseov. Witcher, xiii. xxix, 277 Put the eie 
of the one [cord] Into the eie orbowt of the other. «.x64* 
Sir W. Monson Naval Tracis in. (1704) 345/2 An Eye or 
two, and a Wall-knot. 1769 Falconer Diet Marine (.1789 V 
Collet d’itai, the eye, of a stay placed over a mast-head, 2797 
Nelson in Nicolas Disp. II. 324 Two pair of mam-shi-ouds 
cut in the eyes. 2867 Smyth Sailor's Word-bk, 275 Elhot- 
eye. .is an eye worked over an iron thimble ;n the end of a 
hempen hower-cablei to facilitate its being shadkled, to the 


EYE. 

chain for riding in very deep water. Ibid. 283 Flemish eye, 
particularly applied to 'the eye of a stay,; which is either 
formed at the making of the rope ; or by dividing the yarns 
into two equal parts, knotting each pair separately and 
pointing the whole over after parcelling. 1882 Nakes Sea- 
manship ved. 6) 9 The eyes of the rigging. 

22 . Arch, (see quot. 18S8). 

2727-31 Chambers Cycl., Eye of the Volute. 2888 Gwjlt 
Archit. Gloss. 1277 Eye, a general term signifying the 
centre of any part : thus the eye of a pediment is a circular 
window in its centre. The eye of a dome is the horizontal 
aperture on its summit The eye of a volute is the circle 
at the centre, from whose circumference the spiral line com- 
mences. 

b. transf in Conckology. 

2755 Genii. Mag. XXV. 32 Volute, is that twist of spirals 
which winds round the axis or columella, diminishing by 
degrees, and ending in a point called the eye. Ibid. 34 The 
eye [of the shell] is perfectly white, and shaped like a nipple, 
f 23 . Anat. Eye of the knee : the knee-cap; 
C1400 Lanfranc’ s Cirurg. 177 To kepe [ns ioynture from 
harm, is ioyned }?eron a round boon oc , . of sunmien it is 
clepid [>e y5e of j>e knee. 

24 . Typog. fa. ~ the Face of a type. [Fr. 
ceil ] b. T he enclosed space in the letters d.e, 0, etcl 

1676 Moxon Reg. Trium Ord, Lit. Typo. 22 In the 
Parallel of 23 draw a line for the Eye, from the inside ofe 
to the outside on the right hand. 2736 Bailey (folio), Eye 
(with Printers) is sometimes used for the thickness of the 
types or characters used in Printing; or more strictly the 
graving in relievo on the top or face of a letter. Mod. The 
eyes of" the type are filled up. 

25 . Artificial eye ; also simply ‘eye’: A glass 
imitation of the natural eye. 

1832 Babbage Earn. Mamtf. § 235, 1 . .determined to think 
of the dolls’ eyes.. I satisfied ihyself that the eyes aione 
would produce a circulation of a great many ^thousand 
pounds. 1884 Syd. Soc. Lex. s, v. Eye, Artificial eye, a 
thin shell or concavo-convex piece of glass or enamel, 
coloured in imitation of a natural eye, which is introduced 
beneath the lid when the eye has been enucleated. 1888 
Encycl. Brit XXIII. 90/2 Artificial eyes are inserted, .and 
the specimen is then placed .. to dry. 

26 . Glass eye. a. — prec. b. also simply 
‘ eyes’ : A pair of spectacles, c. ^ Bull’s eye. 

13. . Kennedy Agst Mouth-Thankless v. (in Evergreen ), 
In thy Bag thou heirs thyne Een. 2710 Acc. Death Tom 
Whigg 11. 39 A Glass Eye, the Workmanship, .of the Famous 
Guaitero. 1719 D’Urfey Pills III. 28 A pair of Glass Eyes 
to clap on my Nose, 1783 Mrs. A. M. Bennett Juvenile 
Indiscretions (1786) I. 62, I must put on my eyes.. yes, I 
see I w-as mistaken. 1886 Pali Mall G. 22 Dec, 5 1 The 
pale rays of the sun show through the glass eyes on deckv 
2890 Coues Handbk. Ornithology 66 Glass eyes, of all sizes 
aud colours, may be purchased at a moderate cost 
IV. attrib. and Comb . 

27. General relations : a. attributive, (portions 

or natural appendages of the eye) as eye-brim-, 
-orbit, -place, -root, -socket ; (actions, properties, 
qualities, sensations of or pertaining to the eye) 
as eye-craft, -encounter, - glance , -level, - love , -plea- 
sure, -range, * reach , - search , - sparkle , -tear, 

- wrinkle ; (surgical appliances for examining or 
operating on the eye) as eye-cup, - douche , -forceps , 
- instrument , - speculum , -syringe; eye-like , adj.j 
b. objective, as eye- clearer, -doctor, fuard, -irri* 
gator , -protector ; eye-bedewing , - beguiling - be- 
wildering - bewitching , -brightening, -dazzling, 
-delighting, - distracting . ; - glutting , -offending, 

- over-flowing p -pleasing, -rejoicing, -retorting, 
-searing, -trying, etc., also with indirect obj. eye- 
sweet, arljs. ; eye-ward adv. ; eye-casting, -de* 
v curing, -watering vbl. sbs. C. locative as eye- 
blurred, -bold, -starting adjs. ; eye- earnestly adv. ; 
instrumental as eye-charmed, -check/, -reasoning, 
- seen adjs, ; parasynthetic and simiktive as eye- 
blue, -headed, -tipped. ' ; 

1622 J. Taylor ■ Water PO To SirR. Douglas, This king- 
dom weeps' . . With . . *eye-ljedewi©g'.vm«. ' ' 164, s_ Quarles 
Sol. Recant, i. 4 Heart-corrupting, j'eye-beguiling Gold. 
2637 Gillespie Eng. Pop. Cercm. iv. ix. 46 The . .*eye-be- 
witehing fardlngj of fleshly shew, 1 2831 CarEyl nSart.ffm 
.. n. ix, ^Eye-bewildering chiaroscuro. 2839 Bailey Fcstus 
xix (1848) 225 Within, the dome Was *eyeblue sapphire.. 
1392 Warner Alb. Eng. vn. xxxvii. r68 She *ele-blur’di 
and adiudged Praies the dastard’st. 1606 Sylvester Du 
B art as 11. tv. 11. Magnificence 424 Th’ ^eye-bold Eagle 
never, 'fears 'the'' flash, .of Lightning.' .2642 Milton Ch. 
Govt. Wks. 1738 I. 58 Some *eye-brightning Electuary of 
Knowledge and Foresight. 1729 1 '. Cooke Tales, Pro- 
posals , q-c . 185 The Caitiff ti*embles, ancl bis *Eyebrims flow. 
*553 T. Wilson Rhei. (1580) 88 By suche. .good *eye cast- 
yng : thei shall al waxes bee able, .to speake what thai ought, 
2649 G. Daniel Trinarch.,Iten. V, ecdxii, Amazement but 
Enthralls *Eye-Charm’d Spectators. 1654 Gayton Pleas. 
Notes 11. iv. 47 He forgot his Table, till *eye-checkt to his 
duty. 2883 R. Turner in Gd. Words Dec. 790/2 The pretty 
little Eyebright. .had at one time a gre..t reputation as an 
■*eye-clearer. 1630 Horn & Robot ham Gate Lang . Uni. 
lxxvi. heading, Of opticks -^eye-Craft) and painting. 2874 
K.NTGHT Diet. Mech., * Eye-cup, a cup for washing the eye*, 
ball. 2601 Chester Love’s Mart. Can foes xlv. (1878) 
147 *Eye-dazling mistries. 1757 Dyer Fleece n. 574 The 
tribe of salts . . *eyedel r ghting hues Produce. 1887 Hissey 
Holiday on Road 87 Windmills, .always charming features 
in the prospect, life-giving and eye-delighting. 2873 Brown- 
ing Red Cott. Nt.-cap 1473 Monsieur Leonce Miranda ate 
her up With *eye-devouring. 1885 E. D. Hale in Harpers 
Mag. Mar. 558/z They are as’ good as any *eye-doctor. 2884 
Syd. Soc. Lex., * bye douche , an instrument by means of 
which a stream of water or medicated fluid can be applied to 
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the surface of the eye. x 3 x 8 Keats Endymion i. 360 Sweep- 
ing, *eye-earnestly, through almond vales. 1833 Lamb Elia 
Ser. n, i. (X865 1 241 A momentary *eye-eneounter -with those 
stern bright visages, 1590 Spenser F. @. n. iv. 37 His coun- 
tenaunce. .scornefull *ey-glaunce at him shot. *827 Keble 
Chr. V. Visit. Sick, Your keen eye glances are too bright. 
*S9° Spenser F. Q. ii. vli. 9 To them that covet such ^eye- 
glutting gaine Proffer thy giftes. 1884 Health Exkib. Catal. 
228/1 Gauze Wire *Eye-Guards, 2874 Knight Did. Meek 
* Eve-headed Bolt, a form of bolt having an eye at the head- 
end. 1884 Syd.Soc. Bex., * Eye-irrigator, a coll of narrow 
lead tubing, .readily bent to lit the orbit and the surface of 
the lids. . through which a constant current of warm or cold 
11 uid is maintained. 36x2 Cotgr., Mirailht , a Thorne- 
baeke which hath on either of her sides . . a great *eye- like 
spot. 1879 Lubbock Sci. Led . ii. 51 Many of the hawk- 
moth caterpillars have eye-like spots. 1863 Ouida Held in 
Bondage 118701 92 And *eye-love expires. x8o6 J. Grahame 
Birds of Scot. 77 A melancholy, *eye-o’erflowing look. 1595 
Shaks. John in. i, 47 Patch’d with foule Moles, and ^eye- 
offending markes. 1858 H. Miller Rambl. Geol. n. xii. 
434 The snout of the Dipterus was less round ; it bore no 
marks of the *eye-orbits. 1869 Blackmcre Loma D. ii. 
fed. 12)10 A. light came through my *eye-places. 1580 
Sidney A rcadia (1622) 6 Medowes, enamelled with all sorts 
of 'Ve-pleasing flowers. 1677 Gale Crt. Gentiles II. iv. 
446 His spirit hath garnished .. the Heavens, i.e. decked 
them with those eye-pleasing gloriose lights. 16x7 Mark- 
ham Caval. 1. 53 If you preserue your Mare for beautie, and 
*eve-pleasure. 1884 Syd. Soc. Lex., * Eye-protectors 
1880 Miss Broughton Sec. Th. 1. xii, The very instant 
he is out of *eye- range. 1622 62 Hf.yun Cosmogr. m. 
(1682 12 They had so long together lain in *ey T e-reach. 1839 
Bailey Festus xx. (1848) 234 "^Eye-reasoning man. 1643 
Quarles Sol. Recant, v. 23 Full heaps of *eye-rejoidng 
gold. i8t8 L. Hunt Foliage, Qrig. Poems 28 As on the 
^eye-retorting dolphin’s back That let Arion ride him. 
I79X Cowprr Odyss. ix. 458 All his; *eye-roots crackled 
in the flames, 1657 Reeve Gods Plea for Nineveh 
353 All our lip reverence, *eye- search, feet-lackyng, ear- 
bibbing .. scarce bring forth a conspicuous Penitent. 
1871 Palgrave Lyr. Poems xi6 The keen torrents of "^eye- 
searing light. 1853 Kane GHnnell Exp. xlii. (1856) 382 
*Eye-seen growth. 1841 -44 Emerson Ess., Hist. Wks. 
(Bohn 1 . 10 Whose *eye-sockets are so formed that it would 
be impossible for such eyes to squint. 1854 Owen Skel. fy 
Teeth (18551 23 The eye-sockets, are.. large, and usually 
with a free and wide intercommunication m the skeleton; 
1870 Emerson Soc. fy Solit Bks. Wks. < Bohn) III . 90 Laugh- 
ter and blushes and ^eye -sparkles of men and women. X794 
Coleridge A’ dig. M 'usings iv, Fear, the wild-visaged, pale, 
^eye-starting wretch. 1598 J. Dickenson Greene in Cone. 
(3878' 124 Which spoyle their stommacks with vnsauory 
myxtures, thereby to seeine *eye-sweete, 3645 Rutherford 
Try/il fy TH. Faith (3845) ~&l Not only God, but all his 
instruments . . must be eye-sweet to us. 1863 Maiick. 
Exam. 22 May, The effect of this arrangement is peculiarly 
‘eye-sweet’. x6x6 W. Fordk Serm. 42 The hearts griefe 
and the *e : e-teares must goe together. 1791 E. Dar- 
win Bot. Card. 11. 142 The Cherub train . . with wonder 
touch the sliding snail, Admire his *eye-tip’d horns. 
xBQj Sat. Rev. 14 May 703/1 Colours worked on highly 
glazed * eye-trying paper. 1893 Daily News 3 Nov. 5/3 
Placidly sharp fat face, puckered ^eyeward (as if all gravitat- 
ing towards the eyes). 1840 Hood Up the Rhine 63 This 

t aping, and *eye-watering. 1851 H. Melville Whale 
. xvl 133 Such *eye- wrinkles are very effectual in a 
scowl. 

28 . Special comb,: f eye-apple, the apple of the 
eye ; eye-baby, the image of the spectator seen in 
another’s eye ; eye-bar, a steel or iron bar having 
an eye or hole at either end, used in bridges ; eye- 
blight, something that blights or dims the eye; 
eye-blink, the twinkling of an eye (cf. Blink: 
sbf 3) ; eye-blinking vbl. sb. icfT Blink v. 6 ), a 
half- closing of the eye (to what is indecorous) ; 
eye-bone, the bony circle round the eye, the 
orbit ; + eye-brine, tears ; + eye- cast, an act of 
casting the eye, a glance or look ; eye-eopy, a 
copy made by the hand, with the aid of the eye 
only ; eye-dawn, the dawn or first appearance (of 
a feeling) in the eye ; f eye-dolp = eye-socket ; 
eye-dot ~ eye- speck ; eye-dotter, a small brush 
used in graining wood in imitation of bird’s-eye 
maple ; eye-drop, a tear ; eye-end, that end 
of a telescope to which the eye is applied ; f eye- 
flap » Blinker 2 b ; + eye-form. (see quot.) ; 
eye-handle (of a spade, etc.), a handle having 
an eye or hole; d 4 eye-hope, hope arising from 
the appearance of a thing; + eye-lamp, lamp 
or light of the eye ; eye-lens, the lens nearest 
the eye in an optical instrument ; eye-light, (a) 
the light of the eye, {b) a light (candle or lamp) 
for the eye; eye-limpet (see quot.) ; eye-line, 
(a) the field or range of vision, (b) in pi. the 
lines above and below the eye of a bird; eye- 
loop «= Eye-hole, a loop-hole ; eye-memory ( see 
quot.) ; eye and ear- observation (see quot.) ; 
eye-observation, an observation taken by the eye 
alone ; eye-opener, (a) If. S. a draught of strong 
liquor, esp. one taken in the morning, (£) some- 
thing that throws sudden lighten a subject or that 
makes clear what was dark and ambiguous, (c) 
something which causes keen surprise; eye-parley, 
communication by interchange of looks; + eye- 
pearl, a facet in a compound eye; eye-pedicel, 
eye-peduncle, Zool. a pedicel or peduncle sup- 
porting an eye; eye-peeper -» Eye-ltd; eye- 
point = Eye-spot ; eye-probe (see quot); eye- 


purple (see quot); eye-rim (see quot.); eye- 
scope = Eye-shot ; eye-seed, in pi seeds which, 
when blown into the eye, are said to remove 
foreign substances ; f eye (5en)-seke [see Seke], 
eyesickness; yearning; f eye-set a., set down by 
eye-witnesses, trustworthy ; eye-shade, a shade for 
the eyes, (a) one worn or used as a protection 
from the light ; {b) a hood attached to a microscope 
to prevent the entrance of lateral rays to the eye ; 
+ eye-sick a ., affected by things one sees; eye- 
siren (see quot.) ; eye-sketch « Eye-draught ; 
eye-sorrow, (a) suffering through the eye, { 6 ) * 
Eye-sore; eye-speck, an eye consisting of a 
single speck, a rudimentary eye; eye-stalk, the 
stalk or peduncle supporting the eye ; — eye-pedun- 
cle ; eye-star (see quot); eye-stone, (a) a stone 
resembling an eye, ( b ) (see quot. 1828) ; + eye- 
streams, tears ; eye-structure (see quot.) ; eye- 
sucker (see quot.) ; eye-sweep, a survey with the 
eye ; eye-trap, something to catch or deceive the 
eye, a specious appearance ; eye-trick, a triek of 
the eye, a covert glance; eye-tube, the tube of 
the eye-piece in a telescope ; + eye-vein, a branch- 
vein ; eye-verdict, the evidence of the eyes ; eye- 
wages, such wages as eye-service deserves ; eye- 
waiter, one who waits for a look from his master as 
indicative of his will ; = Eye-servant ; eye-wash, 
a wash or lotion for the eye, also fig . ; eye-wattle, 
a wattle or excrescence near the eye of a bird ; 
eye-web, membrane covering the eye (e.g. of a 
mole) ; eye-wise a ., wise in appearance ; -J' e Y e - 
worm, a worm in the eye, in quot. fig . ; eye- 
worship, adoration performed by the eye; eye- 
wright, one who cures eyes. Also, Eye-ball, 
-BEAM, -BITE, etc. 

X658 A. Fox tr. WuHE Surg. n.ix.-8z If a party hath re- 
ceived a Wound in the Eye Apple . . then . .[etc.) 1890 Coues 
FieldfyGen.Qmith.il. iv. 271 Our own reflection, diminished 
to the size of the *‘ eye-baby 1890 Daily News 16 Apr 6/6 
Such important pieces as the *eye-bars of suspension bridges, 
x8oo Coleridge Piccolom. v. iii, Therefore are they *eye- 
blights, Thorns in your foot-path. 1867 Dixon New A mer. 
I. xii. 143 And in an *eye-blink, Carter fell to the ground 
dead. 1891 Fall Mall G. 29 Oct. 2/1 it is a pity that in 
these days of sham prudery and *eye-blinking such conver- 
sations cannot be reproduced. 1793 Holcroft Lavater's 
Physiag. vii. 47 *Eyebones with denned, .firm arches. 1606 
Davies Sir T. Overbury Wks. (Grosarf x 3 The Judge.. 
Powders his wordsin* Eye-brine. 167s J. Howard Mad Couple 
n. in Hazl. Dodsle X V. 346 There’s two of them that make 
their love together, By languishing *eye-casts. 1883 I. Tay- 
lor Alphabet iv. § 2 I. 207 An early • eye-copy of a portion 
of the inscription. 1820 Keats Ode to Psyche 20 Tender 
*eyt>dawn of aurorean love. 1513 Douglas AEneis in. x. 
35 Off his *E dolp thas fiowand biude and attir He wische 
away. 1878 M’Kendhick in Encycl. Brit. VIII, 816/x 
Eye-specks or *eye-dots met with in Medusae, Annelidas, 
etc. 1873 Spon Workshop Rec. Ser. j. 422 Some grainers 
use small brushes called maple *eye-dotters. .for forming 
the eyes. 1397 Shaks. a Hen. IV, iv. v. 88 That Tyranny. . 
Would . . haue wash’d his Knife With gentle *eve-drops. 1790 
Roy in Phil Trans. LXXX. 354 This piece of mechanism 
in the *eye-end of the telescope. 1878 Lockyer Stargazing 
311 The eye-end changes its position rapidly. x6xx Cotgr. 
s. v. Qeilleres, A bridle with 'eye-flaps fora fore-horse. 1775 
Ash, Eye-flap. 1531 Recorde Pathw. Knowl. 1. Def. B lj b, 
A figure moebe like to a tunne fourme, saue that it is sharp 
couered [1574 cornered] at both theendes. .and that figure is 
named an *yey [1574 eye] fourme. 1880 Catal. Tool Wks. 
Sheffield 24 The spades above No 4 have *Eye Handles. 
1580 Sidney A rcadia <1622) 351 *Eye-hopes deceitfull proue. 
x6oo J. Lane Tom Tel-troth 1 10 Daigne with your *eye-lamps 
to behold this booke. 1871 Lockyer Elem. Astron. § 468 We 

f et an inverted image at , . the focus of the *eye-lens. 3879 
1 ewcomb & Holden Astron. 63 The eye -lens E receives the 
pencil of rays, and deviates it to the observer’s eye. 1824 J, 
BowRrNG Batavian Anthol. 59 The brightest of stars is but 
twilight Compared with that beautiful *eye-light 1869 J. 
M artineau Ess, II. 378 Eyelight comes out to mingle with 
the daylight that comes in. 1893 Farmer Slang, * Eye-limpet 
an artificial eye. 1839 Bailey Festus (1854) 532 One un- 
limited *eye-line of pure space. 1885 Pall Mall G. 7 Nov. 
4/1 A flycatcher sits lengthwise upon a branch. How 
beautiful . .its white eye-lines and barred forehead, 1866 
Comk. Mag. Nov. 543 On its walls [may still be traced] the 
^eye-loops for arrows. 3880 Pall M all G. 20 Mar. 3/2 Closely 
akin to quickness of perception^ is *eye-memory, or * the 
impressing by will on memory things which we have seen \ 
1879 Newcomb & Holden Astron. 79 *Eye-?nd-ear obseiva- 
tion.ris , . the part which both the eye and the ear play in 
the appreciation of intervals of time. The ear catches the 
beat of the clock, the eye fixes the star. 1889 Daily News 
3 Jan. 5/3 The camera . . gives more reliable results than 
mere *eye observations. 1863 Dickens Mnt. Fr. iv. xvi. 
(C. D. ed.) 513 That transatlantic dram which is poetically 
named an *eye-opener. 1870 Mark Twain Innoc. Abr. 
xv. 1 10 The uneducated foreigner could not even fur- 
nish., an Eye-Opener, 1879 N. fy Q. 15 Feb. 140 His 
lecture must have been a lively. .eye-opener for the som- 
nolence of a cathedral town. 1884 E. T. Hooker in A mer. 
Missionary (N. Y.) April, Tbe ability manifested in 
the discussion ..would have been an eye-opener to Dr. 
Tucker. i6gx Charleton Eph. fy Cimttt . Matrons 11. ^1668) 
The *Eye -parly between Leander and Hero. x66$ 
Hooke Micrographia 179 There may be by each of 
these *eye-pearls, a representation to the Animal ..as 
in a man’s eye there is a Picture or sensation in the 
Retina. 1854 Woodward Mollusca (3856) 24 The *eye- 
pedicels of the snail. 185a Dana Crust. 1. 440 The acicle 
of tbe outer antennae is .. seldom shorter than the *eye- 
peduncle. xn86 Mad. D’Arblay Diary us Dec., When 
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my poor *eye-peepers are not quite closed, I look to the 
music-books. 1856-8 W. Clark Van der Boeven’s Zool. 
I. 51 Animals without *eye-point and tail. x868 Browning 
Ring fy Bit. 1. 633 The scrutinizing eye-point of some star. 
x85o Mayne Exp. Lex., * Bye-probe, Surg., name for a 
probe having an eye or small hole at one end. < x88S Daily 
News 24 Sept. 5/1 A substance termed the visual purple 
of the eye. Now, this *eye-purple is eminently sensitive to 
the action of light. 1874 Knight Diet. Aleck., * Eye-rim, 
a circular single eye-glass, adapted to be held to its place 
by the contraction of the orbital muscles. 1891 R. Kip- 
ling City Dreadf, Nt. iv. 24 They can declare truthfully 
the name of every ship within *eye-scope. x8 86 Britten & 
Holland Plant-n, 172 *Eye-seeds . . Probably Salvia Ver- 
benaca. c 1485 Digby My si., Mary Magd. 3577, I am so 
wexyd with *3en sueke, l>at [etc. ]. 1632 Lithgow Trav. 
x. 507 So may some Stoicall Reader mis-conster. .this 
*eye-set History. x8S6 K. R. C. in A r . fy Q . 10 Mar. 
196 An *eye-shade of card-board , . is more useful than 
ornamental. 1650 Bp. Hall Balm Gil. 299, I have long 
since left to be *eyesick, 1394 J. Dickenson Arisbas 
(38781 62 That *eye-Syren, alluring not with the sound, 
but at the sight. 1774 M. Mackenzie Maritime Sum. 
84 He may., sound the Depths of the Water, and mark 
them on an *Ey e-sketch of the Coast. .3793 Smeatqn 
Edystone L. § 317 Of this column, I made an eye-isketeh 
at the time. > 1828 Carlyle Misc. 11857) I. 132 The law of 
Destiny which dooms them to such unspeakable eye- 
sorrow 1837 — Fr. Rev. 11. vi. vi, So many Courtiers . . 
are an eyesorrow to the National Guards. 1839 Todd 
Cycl. Anat. II. 130/2 The *eye-specks are situated a little 
way behind the head. 1880 Bastian Brain iii. 6x The 
simple ‘eye-specks’ of some of the lower Worms. 1834 
Woodward Mollusca (1856) 25 The snail affords a remark- 
able, though familiar instance, when it draws in its *eye- 
stalks. x88o Huxley Crayfish i. 24 At the ends of the eye- 
stalks are the organs of vision. 1834 Southey Doctor 
Pref. I. 41 So many featherlets leading up to.. the gem or 
*eye-star, for which the whole was formed. 1677 Plot 
Oxfordsh . 129 An Ophthal mites, or some sort of *Eye stone. 
1828 S. F. Gray Su/pl. to Pharmacopoeia 343 Guernsey eye- 
stone being put into the inner corner of the eye works its way 
out at the outward corner and brings out any strange sub- 
stance with it. xS6s Emanuel Diamonds, etc. 163 These 
stones [onyx] are also termed byjewellers ‘ eye-stones \ 1594 
Southwell M , Magd. Fun. Teares 85 Would our eyes be so 
dry, if such *eie- streams were behovefuil 2 3888 F. H. Hatch 
Gloss. Terms for Rocks xx * Eye-structure. In this structure . . 
the foliated and secondary minerals are arranged in layers 
round the larger original constituents, producing lenticular 
forms which often bear a striking resemblance to eyes. 1744 
Baker in Phil. Trans. XLIII. 35, I shall .. distinguish 
it by the Name of ^Eye-Sucker, as that Name conveys 
an Idea of the Manner how it lives. X753 Chambers 
Cycl. Supp., Eye-sucker, a small sea insect, which is 
sometimes founa fixed by the snout to the Eyes of sprats. 
1865 E. Burritt Walk to Land's End 440 When you 
have taken your first *eye-sweep, you cannot say which 
goddess is the fairest. 1785 Mrs. A. M. Bennett Jutmtile 
Jmiiscr . (,1786) I. 4 The *ey e-trap of a good house. 1825 
Blackw. Mag. XVII I. 152 A got-up thing — a mere eye- 
trap. 1603 Florio Montaigne he. v. (1632) 487 Galba.. 
perceiving him and his wife beginne to bandy *eye- trick es 
and signes. 1779 Dollond in Phil. Trans. LX IX. 332 
The *eye~tube which contains the wires of the telescope. 
1837 Goring & Pritchard Microgr. 6 The elongati- n or 
contraction of the length of the body, by means of the 
eye-tube. 1545 Raynold Byrth Mankynde 43 They 
sende into each ol the caules innumerable small *eye veynes, 
1657 S. W. Schism DispaclCt 198 Dr. H. would persuade 
us to beleeve against our *eye-verdict. 1620 Sanderson 
Serm . I. 1 50 They do Him but eye-service, and He giveth 
them but *eye-wages. <31734 North Lives II. 249 Most 
of them were but *eye- waiters. 1866 Cornh. Mag. Sept. 
361 Not all the hair pins, and eye-washes, and affectations 
can equal it. 1884 C. T. Buckland Sk. Soc . Life India ii. 
45 Most officers of any tact understand the meaning of eye- 
wash. 1889 F. A. Guthrie Pariah x. i. He came up to me 
with some eyewash or other about our being neighbours at 
Gorsecombe now. 1868 Darwin Anim . fy PI. I. vi. 188 A 
long-beaked carrier, having large -)S eye- wattles. 1883 W. S. 
Dugdale tr. Dante’s Purgatario xvn. 188 Through which 
thou couldst see no better than a mole does through his 
*eyeweb. 1876 Lowell Poet. Wks. (1870' 472 When those 
*eye- wise . . shall be lost In the great light. 1591 Lyly 
Endym. m. iv. 45 Love is but an *eye worme, which onely 
tickleth the head with hopes, a 1674 Milton Prose Wks. 
(Jod.\ *Eye-worshi/>. 1656 Hf.yun Surz>. France 28 My 
hostess , , perswaded me to this holy *eye-wright. 

f 3Sye, sbffi Obs. [Used erroneously for Nye, 
neye ; a neye — an eye. Cf. Addbh, Eyas, etc,] 
A brood (of pheasants). 

c 1430 Bk. Hawkyngm Rel. Ant. l. 296, I have founde a 
covey of pertrich . . and eye of fesaunts. 1579 E. K. Gloss. 
Spenser’s Shepk. Cal. Apr. 338. 1669 Worudge Sysi. 
Agric. (1681) 252 When you have found an Eye of Phea san t s 
..place your Nets hollow, loose, and circular-wise. 1725 in 
Bradley Fam. Did. s. v. Pheasant. 
tEye, sbf Obs. rare- 1 . ■ In 5 pi. eyen. (Of 
doubtful meaning ; perh. some error.) 

c 1440 Bone Flor. 845 Syr Garey went crowlande for fayne 
As rampande eyen do in the rayne. 

Eye (ai*, v . [1 Eye $/>,!] 

X 1 1* irons. To perceive with the eyes; to see. 
lit. and fig. Obs. 

*583 Stanyhurst Aeneis iv. (Arh.) 102 Eyest thou this 
filthood ? 4632 J. Baywakd tr. BiondPs Eromena 77 Never 
in her life-time ever eyed the Princesse a more pleasing 
spectacle. 1655 Gurnall Chr. in Arm . 1. 64 They . . who 
in the performing of divine duties, eye not God through 
them. 1725 Pope Odyss. x. 690 The paths of gods what 
mortal can survey ? Who eyes their motion ? 1779 J. New- 
ton in Olxiey Hymns m. No. 58 His heart revives, if cross 
the plains he eyes his home, 

2. To direct the eyes to, fix the eyes upon, look 
at or upon, behold, observe. Often with a word 
or phrase indicative of some feeling (<? ganger, 
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suspicion, wonder, etc.). To eye askance , askant : 
see Askance, Askant. 

15 66 T. Stapleton* C/Wr. Jewel iv. 148 Gentle 
Reader ! Eye M. Jewel wel. 1610 Shaks. Temp. hi. i. 40 
Full many a Lady I haue ey’d with best regard. 1682 Sir 
T. Browne Chr. Mor. 12 Eye well those heroes who have 
held their heads above water. 1725 Pope Odyss. xvn. 
443 They.. eye the man, majestic in distress. 1797 Mrs. 
Radcliffe Italian xvii, They eyed the prisoners with 
curiosity. 1838 Dickens Kick. Nick, ii, The public., 
were eyeing, .the empty platform. 1848 M. Arnold 7 > is- 
tram jf Iseult Poems (1877) 215 The knights eyed her in 
surprise. 1883 W. C. Russell Sea Queen III. xti. 271 My 
father eyed her askant. 

Jig. 1689 Hickeringill The C eremony - 1 longer Wk s. ( 1 7 1 6) 
II. 437 Eying nothing of. .the Beauties of the Mind. 

J b. To look upon, regard as (so and so). Oh. 
1659 W. Brough Sacr. Priuc. 240 Eying men as mortal 
and mutable. 1673 J anew ay Heaven on E. (1847) 6 7 We 
do not sufficiently eye God as the fountain, .of ail our ex- 
cellency. 

8. To keep an eye on ; to observe narrowly. 

1586 A. Day Eng. Secretary ii. (1625) 101 At one time or 
other I have, .eyed the demeanours, issues and dispositions 
of sundry humors. 16x1 Bible i Sam. xviii. 9 And Saul 
eyed Dauid from that day. 1639 Fuller Holy War iv. 
xxvi. (1647) 215 It being good to eye a suspicious person. 
1667 Pepys Diary 11877) V. 385, I observed my wife to eye 
my eyes whether I did ever look upon Deb 1672 Sir T. 
Browne Lett. Friend^ (1712) 33 In consumptive Diseases 
some eye the Complexion of Moles. 1725 Pope Odyss. xm. 
36 He sat, and ey’d the sun, and wished the night ; Slow 
seemed the sun to move. 1797-1804 Bewick Brit. Birds 
(1847' I. 139 He. .succeeded in eyeing the bird to the distant 
passage by which it entered and left its nest. 1812 H. & 
J. Smith Rej. Addr xiii. (1873' 120, I’ve stood and eyed the 
builders. 1877 H. A. Page De Quincy I. iv. 81 Had eyed 
the lad hovering about the house. 

+ 4 . To have or keep in view; to aim at (a mark). 
Of an expression, text, etc. : To refer to. Ohs. 

1590 Spenser F. Q. ii. iv. 7 The aymed marke, which he 
had eide. 1594 West 2nd Ft. Symbol . § 219 In which are 
chiefly to be eyed the matter and forme. 1621-31 Laud 
Sev. Serm. (1847) 34 The letter of the psalm reads David. . 
the spirit of the psalm eyes Christ. 1625-8 tr. Casndens 
Hist. Eliz. in. (1688) 367 God, whom alone I eyed and re- 
spected. 1659 Fuller App . Inj. Innoc. (1840) 563 This 
my expression did eye. another person. 1669 Penn No Cross 
xxii. § 3 Let the Glories of another World be ey’d. 1771 
Wesley Wks. (1872' V. 201 Therefore, eye him in all. 

1 5 . intr. a. To look or appear to the eye. b. 
To have an eye to , look to. Oh. 

1606 Shaks. AntTfy Cl. 1. iii. 97 My becommings kill me, 
when they do not Eye well to you. 1627-77 Feltham Re- 
solves 1. xiv. 22 As if one were, for the contentment of this 
life ; and the other, eying to that of the life to come. 

II. 6. trans. To furnish with eyes, in senses 20 
and 21 of the sb. 

1854 T. Morralt. Needle-making 30 In that [stage] of 
eying. .4,000 (needles] per hour are. .easily produced. 1867 
F. Francis Angling i. (1880) 48 On the tails eye hang a 
triangle also eyed. 1833 Harper's Mag. 933/1 The ends 
of the strands are * eyed 

Hence Eye‘ing vhl. sb., the action of the vb. Eye. 
a 1732 T. Boston Crook in Lot (1805't 3 A wise eying of 
the hand of God in all we find to bear hard upon us. 

Eye, obs. form of Awe, Egg. 

Eyeable (srab’l), a. [f. Eye z>.+ -able.] That 
may be seen by the eye ; also, that may be looked 
upon with pleasure ; sightly. 

1839 Bailey Festusfx&ss) 458 The furthest things on. all 
sides eyeable Are village temples tapering to the skies. 
1887 Times weekly ed.) 19 Aug. 12/r They take very good 
care to make their goods ‘eyeable’ and attractive to 
purchasers. 1890 Sat. Rev . 13 Sept. 327/2 Dr. Hime has 
spared no pains in making the pages eyeable. 

Eyeass, obs. form of Eyas. 

Eye-ball ( 3 i*b^l). [f. Eye sb . 1 + Ball.] — Ball 
of the eye. a. The apple or pupil, b. The eye 
itself within the lids and socket. 

a. 1592 Shaks. Ven.fy Ad. 119 Hold up thy head : Look 
in mine eye balls. 1607 Heywood Worn. Kilde Wks. 1874 
II. 101 Your companie is as myeie-ball deere. 16x4 Beau m. 
& Fl. Wit at Sev. Weapons 1. i, The brow of a Military 
face may not be offensive to your generous eyeballs, a 1839 
Praed Poems (1864) H. 397 A fitful light in his eyeball 
glistened. 1871 R. Ellis Catullus bdv, 219 Ere. .these 
dimly lit eye-balls Feed to the full on thee. 

b. 1590 Shaks. Mids. N. in. ii. 369 Crush this hearbe 
into Lysanders eie, Whose liquor hath this vertuous pro- 
perty, To. .make his eie-bals role with wonted sight. 1668 
Dryden Ind. Emp. n . i, I feel . . my eyeballs rowl. 1798 
Coleridge Anc. Mar , vi. xx, Their stony eye-balls glitter’d 
on In the red and smoky light. 1802 Home in Phil. Trans . 
XCII. 354 The eye-lid is very loose upon the eye-ball. x866 
Kingsley Hereto, xv. 2x4 An arrow was in his eyeball. 1876 
Foster Phys, m. ii. 503 The eyeball is moved by six muscles. 

Ey e-beam [f. Eye sbJ + Beam,] A 
beam or glance of the eye. 

x$88 Shaks. L. L. L. iv. iii. 28 So sweete a Kisse the 
golden Sun glues not . . As thy eye beames. a 1639 T. 
Carew To a Lady , Through those Crystalls our soules 
flitting, Shall a pure wreathe of eye-beames twine. 1785 
Mrs. A. M. Bennett Juvenile Indiscr. (1786) II. 212 Her 
eye beams shoot through my soul. 1841-4 Emerson Ess. 
Ser. 1. vi. (1876J 155 Read the language of these wandering 
eye-beams. 

t Eye-bite, Obs. rare. [f. Eye sb . 1 + Bite v.\ 
trans. To bewitch with the eye. 

1584 R. Scot Discov. Witcher, ni. xv. 50 The Irishmen., 
affirme, that not onelie their children, but their cattell are. . 
eye’utten, when they fall suddenlie sicke. _ 1658 Phillips, 
Ey elite , to fascinate or bewitch by a certain evil influence 
from the eye. 1721-1800 in Bailey. 


485 

Hence + Eye-biter, one who f eye-bites \ f Eye- 
biting vbl. sb. and ppl. a . 

1584 R, Scot Discow. Witcher, m. xv. 50 The Irishmen. . 
terme one sort of their witches eybiters. 1585 J. Higgins 
tr, Junius* Nomenclator 427 Fascinits , a bewitching or 
eye-biting. 2656 T. Ady Candle in Dark 11. X04 Calling 
them eye-biting witches. 

Eye-bolt (oi-bmdt). [f. Eye sb . 1 + Bolt j/;.] A 
bolt or bar having an eye at one end, to receive 
a hook, ring, etc. 

2769 Smeaton in Brand Newcastle (1789) II. App. 586 The 
stones may be laid hold of by eye-bolts fixed in holes bored 
with a jumper. 2794 Rigging <$• Seamanship I. 35 They 
are mostly fitted with a. .sprig-eye- bolt driven in the middle 
of their ends. 1859 F. A. Griffiths A rtili. Man. 1x862) 
1 16 They hook the fixed blocks to the eye-bolts. 

Eye-bree. [f. Eyk sb. «• + Brek sb . l ] 
t a. = Eye-lid. Oh. tb. - Eye-lash. Obs. 
C. “Eye-brow. Obs. exc. Sc. and dial. 
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Songs lUamdenj 239 
brewe, That [etc] 1562 Turner Herbal n. 137b, The 
juice of it [mustarde] . is good . .for the roughnes of the ey- 
brees. 1604 T. W right Passions I. vii. 29 The fornication 
of a woman shall be knowen by the lifting vp of her eyes, 
and in her eye-bries. 16x7 Markham Cavat. v. 17 All 
those long and stiffe haires which growe close aboue his 
vpper eye-brees. 1787 in Grose Provinc. Gloss., Suppl. 

b. 1577 B. Googe HcresbacEs Husb. (1586* 117 A horse 
when he beginnes to be olde, his temples waxe hollowe, his 
eye bries gray. 1615 G. Sandys Trav. 67 Into the same 
hue do they dy their eie-breis, and eye-browes. 

c. 1576 Herd Scot. Songs I. 210 And the sweat it dropt 
down Frae my very eye-brie, a 1803 Jamieson Water- 
Kelpie 43 in Scott Minstr.\ Of filthy gar his ee-brees war. 
1862 Dialect of Leeds 257 4 Ee-brees , eyebrows. Mod. Sc. 
He is dirt up to the very ee-brees. 

Eyebright (ai’bmit), a. and sb. [f. Eye sb . 1 + 
Bright.] 

f A. adj. Bright to the eye, clear. Obs. ra;e~ l . 
1607 Lingua n, v. in Hazl. Dodsley IX. 381 The shooting 
stars. Which in an eye-bright evening seem to fall. 

B. sb. 1 . The popular name of the plant 
Euphrasia officinalis, formerly in repute as a 
remedy for weak eyes : - Euphrasy. 

1533 Elyot Cast. //<f/M^(i54r)iib, Thynges good for the 
eyes: Eyebryght : Fenell. 1585 Lloyd Treas . Health xii. 
E vij, Take of the wood of Aloes, of eybright [etc.]. 16x2 

Drayton Poly-olb. xiii. 202 He Fumitorie gets, and Eye- 
bright for the eye. 1671 Salmon Syn. Med. in. xxii. 399 
Eye bright, .strengthens the head, eyes and memory, clears 
the sight. 17x8 Quincy Contpl . Disp. 79 Eyebright flowers 
in June. 1758 Mrs. Delany Life <$• Corr. III. 507 The 
purple vetch and eyebright soften the golden furs and glow- 
ing heath. 1848 C. A. Johns Week at Lizard 271 We find 
. . eye-bright with thick fleshy leaves. 1883 R. Turner in 
Gd. Words Dec. 790/2 The pretty little Eyebright..had at 
one time a great reputation as an eye-clearer. 

b. attrib. Prepared from euphrasy. Also in 
names of other plants or medicaments used as 
remedies for weak sight. 

1597 Gerard Herbal 1. Ixix. § 3. 85 Eiebright Cow 
wheate. x6x6 Surfl. & Markh, Country Farms 43 Drinke 
euerie nsorning a small draught of Eye-bright wine. 1648 
Hunting of box 39 The Eye-bright water of Repentance. 
1656 Ridgley Pract. Physick x 18 Ey- bright oyl made of 
the flowers of Succory. 1747 Wesley Prim. Physic { 1762) 
60 Use Eyebright Tea daily. 1884 Miller Plant-n., Eye- 
bright Cmo-wheat. The genus Bartsia. 

1 2 . ? * A kind of ale in Elizabeth’s time * (La- 
tham). Obs. 

x6xo B. Jonson Alch. v. i, Men and women, .[have] been 
seen to flock here. .In days of Pimlico and Eye-bright. 

Eyebrow (oi*brau). [f. Eye sbJ + Brow. Not 
in OE., which had only Jaffirsew Eye-bree.] 

1 . The fringe of hair along the upper orbit of 
the eye, more or less arched in appearance. 

1585 J. Higgins tr. Junius* Nomenclator 27 Superci limn, 
the ridge of haire aboue the eye lids or the eye browes. x6oo 
Shaks. A. Y. An. vii. 149 The Louer, with a wofull ballad 
Made to his Mistresse eye-brow. 1691 Ray Creation 1. 11. 

( 1692) 32 Above stand the Eye-Brows, to keep any thing 
from running down upon the eyes. ^ 1741 Monro Anat. 
Nerves (ed. 3' 79 An arched Ridge is extended, on which 
the Eye-brows are placed. 18x3 Scott Triemiain in, xxvi, 
Shade thine eyebrows with thine hand. x86o Fr mxygHist, 
Eng. VI. 276 He had the arched eyebrow, .of the beautiful 
Plantagenet face. 

b. pi. Artificial imitations of the same, app. 
made of mou?e-skin. 

1703 Stef.le Tend. Hush. in. i, Pr’y thee, wench, bring 
me mv black eyebrows out of the next room. 17x8 Prior 
Another Reas. Affliction Poems 270 The Slattern had left 
in the Hurry. .Her Lady’s Complexion and Eyebrows at 
Calais. — On the same Poems 271 If we don't catch a 
Mouse To-night, Alas ! no Eye-brows for To-morrow. 

2 . Anat. (see quot. 1840), 

3806 Med. Jml. XV. 208 The organ of finding and re- 
collecting places manifested itself strongly in the comers of 
his eye-brows. 1840 G. Ellis Anat. 74 The eyebrows. , 
are two curved prominences formed by the orbicularis and 
ocripito-frontalis muscles. 

3 . Arch. a. A moulding over a window, b. 
(See quot. 1842). 

1703 T. N. City 4* C. Purchaser 5 Annulet, in Architec- 
ture, .a. .Tince, Eye-brow. 1832 tr. Tour Germ. Prince 
IV. iv. 162 Hatfield is built of brick ; only the eyebrows of 
the windows. .&c. are of stone. 1842 Gwilt A rchit. Gloss. 
971 Eyebrcnv , a name sometimes given to the fillet 

4 . attrib . and Comb. 

1718 Prior Another Reas. Affliction Poems 270 Her Eye- 
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brow- Box one Morning lost. 1760 Goldsm. Cit. W. (1840) 
9 Your nose-borers .. eyebrow-pluekers, would all ^ want 
bread. 1854 Hookes Himal. Jrnis . I. iii 66 Prominence 
of eyebrow region. 

Hence Eye-hrowed a., furnished with eyebrows; 
trans/. (of a hill*, having a growth of trees re- 
sembling an eyebrow. 3 Ey©-bxowIess a., without 
eyebrows. 

2833 J. Hodgson in J. Raine Mem. '1858) II. 314 Steep 
scars, fringed and eye-browed with wild natural wood. 1859 
Jephson Brittany i. 2 Flock of white-eyebrowed goats. 
1868 Dickens Uncomm. Trav. xxv, Those four male 
personages . . complexioniess and eyebrowless. 1884 M iss. 
Herald Sept 375 They never yet had heard of such a thing 
as an eyebrowless child. 

Eye'brow, v. [f. prec. sb.] trans. a. To 
frown (a persons out of; in quot. with indirect 
pass. b. To provide with (distinct) eyebrows. 

1837 T. Hook Jack Brag fix t Rougeing, powdering, eye- 
browmg, and all concomitant stage tricks. 1876 Mrs, 
Whitney Sights 4* Ins. iii. 15, I find it is only the unusual 
things, .that you are eyebrowed out of. 

Eyed (aid), ppl. a. [t. Eye sb . 1 + -ed A] 

1 . Furnished with eyes. 

c 1374 Chaucer Troylus w. 1459 Youre father is in sleigh te 
as_ Argus eyed, c 1430 Lydg. Bockas Prol. (1544) 54 A 
prince. Eyed as a tigre with reason and foresight. 1553 
Eden Treat. Newe Ind. >Arb.) 15 An Elephant, .is . . eyed 
lyke a swine. 1579 Spenser Sheph. Cal. Sept. 205 For 
Roffy is wise, and as Argus eyed. 1643 Prynnk Sov. Pazmr 
Pari. App. 154 He who even now seemed eyed, eared, 
strong and flourishing ; will suddenly wax blind, deafe, and 
fall to nothing. 1832 Tennyson CEnone 196 A wild and 
wanton pard, Eyed like the evening star. 

fig. 1869 R. Lytton Orval 117 The eyed air Sees not. 

b. With adj. prefix, as Argus-, blue-, fierce 
hollow-, two-, wet-eyed : see the adjs, 

T e. Gifted with sight, clear-sighted, sharp- 
sighted. Also fig. Wide awake to. Oh. 

1584 T. Bastard Chrestoleros (1880 82 Men . . Eyde to 
their profit, but blinde to their paine. 1596 Spenser F. Q. 
iv. iii. 7 They were both so watchful! ana well eyde. That 
[etc.]. 1618 Rowlands Sacred Mem. 45 Borne blind they 
knew ... And most miraculous, now perfect eyd. 1632 J. 
Hayward tr. Biondi’s Eromcna 87 A god, though blinde, 
yet eyed sufficiently to spie out two spirits. 

2 . Furnished with an eye. Cl. Eye 20, 21. 

1804 Abernethy Surg. Observ. 215 By means of an eyed 
probe. 1886 Academy 22 May 358/2 Mr. Hall invented 
eyed-hooks [in fly-fishing]. 

3 . Marked or ornamented as with eyes; dappled, 
spotted. Eyed Hawk-Moth ( Smerinfhus Ocella- 
tus) : a moth of the family Sphingidse. 

x&x$ Shelley A last or 450 Soft mossy lawns .. eyed with 
blooms. 1821 Keats Lamia 50 Eyed like a peacock. 1825 
Berry Encycl. Herald . I ., Eyed., a term used in speaking 
of the variegated spots in the peacock's tail, 1843 West- 
wood Brit. Moths I. 7 Smermtkus Ocellatus. The Eyed 
Hawk-Moth. 1878 Browning Poets Croisic 53 That which, 
perks and preens The eyed wing, 1889 in ’Elvin Diet. 
Heraldry. 

Eye'-draught. [f. Eye sb . 1 + Draught.] A 
drawing or plan made by the eye, not by actual 
measurement. 

1773 Gentl. Mag. 265 Eye Draught of the Solway Moss. 
1793 Smeaton Edystone L. § 20 note. The print . appears to 
be made from an Eye Draught. 1823 P. Nicholson Pract. 
Build, 170 To take the dimensions of a place , . make an 
eye-draught. 1875 Proctor Expanse H eav. 273 The stars 
. .being copied by eye-draughts from the charts. 

Eye'fol, sb. [f. Eye sbM -ful.] a. As much 
as the eye can take in at once, b. A minute quan- 
tity; a wink (of sleep). 

1832 J. Wilson in Blackw. Mag. XXXI. 865 We prefer a 
miniature picture of the Swiss Giantess to the giantess her- 
self — an eyeful for one to an armful for ten. x86o Reape 
Cloister H. II. 37 You drop off again, and get about an 
eyeful of sleep : lo, it is tinkle, tinkle, for matins. 1876 D. 
Stevenson in Gd. Words 687 [We] with large eye-fuls took 
the landscape in. 

Eye’fal, a. Obs. exc. dial. [f. Eye 4- -ful.] 
f a. Plainly to be seen. b. Careful ; observant. 

c x6xx Chapman Iliad x. 396 He hung them up aloft upon 
a tamarisk bough As eyeful trophies. 1855 Robinson Whitby 
Gloss , s. v., | He's varry eeful over his brass ’,he is careful in 
laying out his money, ‘ Be eeful mind what you are about. 

2 Sye-glass (ai'glas), sb. [f. Eye sbJ + Glass.] 

fl. Tne crystalline lens of the eye. Oh. 

x 6 xx Shaks ~W int, T. 1. ii. 268 Your eye-glasse Is thicker 
then, a Cuckolds Horae. 

2 . A glass to shield or protect the eye. 

1823 J. Badcqck Dom. Amusem. 65 Wearing a visor with, 
eye-glasses in ic. 

3 . ta. A magnifying glass, a microscope (obs.). 
b. In mod. use, a lens of glass or crystal for as- 
sisting defective sight. Double eye-glass, ( pair of) 
eyeglasses : two such lenses mounted side by side so 
as to assist the sight of both eyes ; the name is by 
usage restricted to a pair of lenses to be held in 
the hand or kept in position by a spring on the 
nose ; those which are secured by pieces of metal 
placed over the ears being called spectacles . 

1767 Harmer in Phil. Trans. LVII. 283, I have often 
found, by the help of an eye-glass, that . . I passed over great 
multitudes of eggs. 1807 Director 1 . 233 He uses his eye- 
glass more than his prayer-book. 1839 G. Meredith R. 
Peverel xxix, Eyes are bearable, but eye-glasses an abomina- 
tion. *863 Miss Braddon Eleanor's Viet. (1878) I. ii. 
17 The old man put a double gold eyeglass over his nose, 
and began to read, *883 F. M. Peard Contrad. xxvii. She 
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fancied there had been something of the eye-glass manner 
about him.. 1883 F. M. Crawford Dr. Claudius iii, She 
wore gold-rimmed eyeglasses, 

4. The lens at that end. of any optical instrument 
to which the eye is applied. 

1664 Phil. Trans. I. 2 He useth three Eye-Glasses for his 
great Telescopes. 1672 Gregory in Rigaud Carr. Sci. Men 
(1841) II. 242 The. .plano-convex eyeglass. 1704 Newton 
Op ticks i.i. viii. .1721) 92 A pretty good Perspective, .made 
with a concave Eyeglass. 1782 Ramsden in Phil. Trans. 
(1783' LXXIII. 99 Thus we have a system of eye-glasses 
which may be taken out of the telescope. *8x6 J. Smith 
Panorama Sc. «§• Art I, 484 The focal distance of the eye- 
glass. 1837 Goring & Pritchard Microgr. 56 The solar 
focus of its eye-glass. 1867 J. Hogg Microsc. 1. ii. 31 The 
other to magnify this image, and from being next the eye of 
the observer, called the eye-glass. 

5, A glass adapted for the application of reme- 
dies to the eye. 

1843 Dunguson Mod. Lex., Eye Glass , Scaphinm ocu- 
lore. *884 in Syd. Soc. Lex., Eye-glass, a hollow cup- 
shaped glass for applying lotions to the eye. 

Hence Eyeglassed a, furnished with ail eye- 
glass or eyeglasses. 

1848 Clough Bofhie 1. 9 Noble ladies. .Bowing their eye- 
glassed brows. *891 M. E. Mann Winter's Tale II. 11. iv. 
181 The eyeglassed young man. 

Eye'glass, v, rare— 1 , [f. prec. sh.] tram. To 
look at through an eyeglass. 

1828 J. Banion A nglo-Jmsk II. 221 Miss Gore, .employed 
herself, .in eye-glassing Gerald. 

Eyehole (9i*bff>l). [f. Eye jA 1 + Hole.] a. 
The cavity or socket containing the orbit of the 
eye. b. A hole to look through. e. dial. (See 
quot.) 

a. *637 Rutherford Lett, lxxxviii. (1862V I. 227 Let 
their eyes rot in their eye-holes, who will not receive Him 
home again. 1855 Robinson Whitby Gloss., Eeu-holes, the 
eye-sockets. 1888 J. Shallow Templars Trials 68 Wheat 
grows through the eyeholes of the skull. 

b. 1836 Kane A ret. Expl. I. xxx. 406 A small eye-hole 
. .enabled the in -dwellers to peep out. 1863 Sala Breakfast 
in Bed { 1864V 286 A crumpled bit of pasteboard covered 
with black silk, with two eyeholes and a fringe of sham lace, 
1878 Lockyer Stargazing 47 The stars were observed . . 
through an eyehole, sliding on a fixed arc. 

e. 1884 Holland Gloss. Chester (E. D. SP, Eye hole , 
the depressions in a potato from which the buds spring. 
1887 in Darlington Folk-speech S. Cheshire (E.D.S. . 

Eye-lash. (ai-lsef). [f. Eye sb: + Lash.] a. The 
row or line of hairs fringing the edge of the eye-lid. 
b. A single hair from the same. 

*752 Sir J. Hill Hist. Anitn . 535 Even the eyelashes fof 
the Simla] are like ours. 1777 Robertson Hist. Amer. II. 
68 Their . . eye-lashes are of the same hue. *813 Scott 
Rokeby iv. v, The eye- lash dark, and downcast eye. 1836 
Todd Cyd.Anat. I. 306/2 Few birds .. possess eye-lashes. 
i860 Tyndall Glac. 11. i. 235 Looking through their fingers 
Or their eyelashes. 1883 Harped s Mag. Sept. 646/2 She 
fought him [Sleep] to the last eye-lash. 

Hence Eye-lashed fpl. a., provided with eye- 
lashes ; in quot. transf. 

1854 Syd. Dobell Balder i. 5 Little window in the wall. 
Eye-lashed with balmy sprays of honeysuckle. 

t EyeTast, EyeTist. Sc. Obs. [?£Eye,sAi 
’+ ME. lest, last fault.] 

1 . A flaw, deformity, defect. 

*591 R, Bruce Semi. Bviij, The last eyelast that 
appeareth in this denunciatioun is this. 1606 Sc. Acts fas. 
VI (1816), 357 Ony defaulte or Eilest, be J>e quhilk the richt 
or possessiounqfthesaidis landis may be challangeit. 16x0 
J. Melvill Diary (1842) 761 They fand thrie or four 
dangerous eyelistis that they could not digest. 1624 Cal- 
DERWood Ep : Ckr. Brother 12 The uncomely eye-lasts re- 
quired to be introduced upon the sound work of this Sacra- 
ment. *768 Ross Helemre 142 From any ee-list I’m free. 

2. A grievance, grudge ; ill-will, malice. 

1584 J. Carmichael in Wodr. Soc. Mine, (1844) 415 To 
Tepare all bygane elistk 1595 in Pitcairn Crim. Trials I. 
349 All and’ sindrie person is amangis quhome deidlie feid 
and eleist is presentlie standing. 1644 D. Hume Hist. 
Douglas 87 These two lived after .. without suspition, 
grudge, or eye-list on either partie. 

Eyeless (aides), a. [f. Eye + -less.] 

1. Without eye s. a. Of certain animals : Having 
no eyes. b. Of a needle : Made without an eye. 
e. Of a plant, etc. : \V ithout buds. 

^ 1*570 in Levins Manip. 91. a 1822 Shelley Assassins 
ii, in Ess. fy Lett. (Camelot) 171 The eyeless worms of earth. 
*848 Carpenter Anim. Phys. 12 In . . the great cave of 
Kentucky are found numerous small eyeless fishes. 1871 
Athenaeum 26 Aug. 275 Paris has sewers, and strange, eye- 
less ..beings swarm through them. 

2. Deprived of the eyes, having the eyes removed. 

■ *S9* Shaks. Rom. ■ 4 ful. v. iii. 126 What Torch . is: yond 
that vainely lends his light To grubs, and eyeles.se Sculles ? 
x6o$ — Lear m. vii. 96 Tume out^ that eyelesse Villaine. 
1671 Mri-TON Samson 38 Ask for this great deliverer now, 
and find him Eyeless in Gaza. 1725 Pope Odyss. xin. 145 
The vengeance vowed for eyeless Polypheme. 1812 Byron! 
Ck. Har. 11. vi, Through each' lack-lustre, eyeless hole. 
*857 Whittier Poems, Wife of Manoah 15 An eyeless 
captive. x866 Kingsley Herew . xv. 194, 1 am haunted with 
spectres eyeless and handless. 

3. Blind, sightless, a. Without eyes or eyesight, 
lit. and fig. b. Not using the eyes, undiscrimi- 
nating ; without aid from the eyes. 

1627-47 Feltham Resofafs 164 The eye-Iesse night. *7x7 
Addison tr. Ovids Met iii. 625 Pentheus only durst deride 
The Cheated People, and their Eyeless Guide, x.766 G. 
Canning Anti-Lucretius iii. 227 [He] for. a pilot eyeless 


Chance employ’d. *8x4 Cary Dante , Purgatory xin. 61 
As never beam Of noonday visiteth the eyeless man, E’en 
so [etc.]. 1859 Tennyson Idylls , Vivien 10 6 , 1 saw tue little 
elf-god eyeless once. 1867 J, M artineau Ckr. Life fed. 4) 
464 Sunshine is of no use in ah eyeless world. 1871 Morley 
Condorcet Crit. Misc. 1x878) 73 The fortuitous vagaries^ of 
an eyeless destiny. 1877 Morris Sigurd in. 278 The 
hungry eyeless sword. 

4. Not to be reached by the eye. rare. 

1839 Bailey Festus (1848I 'vjfz Like stars.. They shall 
ever pass at all but eyeless distance. 

t Eyelest. Obs. Also 3 seielest. [:— 1 OE. 

*egeUest, f. egeleas Aweless.] Fearlessness. 

c 1275 Lay. 19291 Hii dude ofte onwreste al for heye-leste 
[c 1205 seie-leste]. 

Eyelet (oidet),.rA Forms: 4 oilet, 5 oylette, 
olyet, -tte, 7 eielst, eylet, 7- eyelet. [ME. 
oilet, a. Fr. millet , dim. of mil eye: the mod. form 
is influenced by association with Eye and -let.] 

1 . a. A small round hole in cloth, sail-cloth, 
etc., worked like a button-hole fof the passage of 
a lace, ring, or rope; also Eyelet-hole. b. A 
short metal tube, having its ends flattened for the 
same purpose. 

X382 WyclIf Ex. xxvi. 5 The curtyn shal hauefifti oiletis 
in either parti, 16x1 Speed Hist. Gt. Brit, ixl xv. §9 
At euery Eylet the Needle left hanging by the silke. 1627 
Capt. Smith Seaman’s Gram. v. 23 Drawing a rope thorow 
a blocke or oylet to runne vp and down, a 1764 Lloyd To 
G. Caiman, Peeping the curtains eyelet through. 
transf. 1803 Wordsw. Prelude vii. Wks. (1888 ■ 288/1 Wind- 
ing up his mouth . . into an orifice . . a lurking eyelet, small 
and only not invisible. 

2 . An aperture or loophole for observation; 
rarely for the discharge of missiles. 

ct 440 Promp. Parv., Olyet, hole yn in a walie. c 1450 
Lonelich Grail xiv. 630 Forto han smeten him . . Thorwh 
the oylettes ofhis helm. *848 Thackeray Van. Fair Wm, 
A woman., with a black mask ,on. through the eyelets of 
which her eyes twinkled^ strangely. 1831 Turner Dorn. 
Archit. I. vii. 336 In which there are loop-holes or eylets 
for arrows. 1858 Bushnell Nat. <y Supernat. iii. (1864) 65 
Eyelet of observation. 

3 . A small eye. lit . and fg. 

1799 W. Taylor in Monthly Mag. VII. 139 With eyelets, 
by the fat flesh squeez’d together. 1835 Tail’s Mag. 1 1 . 379 
Wicked eyelets, wicked mouth, Face me fairly, tell me 
truth ! 1848 Hardy in Proc. Berw. Nat. Club II. 335 Eye- 
lets (ocelli) two, small, black. X876 Hardy Hand Ethelb, 
II. xlvi.233 They could discern eyelets of light. 

b. A small eye or bud of a plant or tree. Ohs. 
x£oo Surplet Countrie Farms vi. vi. 737 If it [the vine 
stock] haue put forth any eielet, you may rub it off with 
our linger. 1 6x6 Surfl. & Makkh. Country Farme 348 
hoots, .full of sappe, hauing grosse and thicke-set eyelets. 

4. attrib. and Comb. 

1864 Wf.bster, Eyelet-ring, a small ring of metal, ivory, 
&c. inserted in an eyelet to prevent wearing. 1874 Knight 
Diet. Meek., Eyelet-punch , a device used at the desk for 
attaching papers together by eyeleting. 1880 Catal. Tool 
Whs. Sheffield 80 Best bright Eyelet Closing Pliers.^ X883 
Harped s Mag. 813/2 It is a mere eyelet slit of a strait. 

Eye -let (or let), V. [f. prec. sb.] tram. To 
make eyelets in : lit. and fig. 

1832 Gen. P. Thompson Exerc. 1x842)11. 323 The cockneys 
, .eyeleted the royalists at Brentford in 1642. 

Hence Eyeleted ppl. a. Eyeleting vbl. sb. 

1874 Knight Diet. Meek., Eyelet ins-machine, a machine 
for attaching eyelets to garments and other objects. 1885 
Newhall in Harped s Mag. Jan. 286/2 Self-feeding eyelet- 
ing machine, foot-power. 1891 Ck, Times 27 Feb. 209/3 
Advt., [A card], .eyeleted for hanging up. Mod, Eyeleted 
luggage-labels. 

Eyeleteer (ailetle*i). [f. prec. sb. + -eer.] 
(See quot.) 

1874 Knight Diet. Meek., Eyeleteer, a stabbing instrument 
of the work-table, to pierce eyelet-holes. 

Eyelet-hole (ai-letjhfful), Forms: 6 ilet-, 
6-7 oylet-, 6-9 eylet-, 7 eylot-, ilot-, oilet-, 7-8 
ey(e)lid~, 8 eilet-, 9 oilete-, 7~ eyelet-, [f. 
Eyelet sb. + Hole.] 

1 . —Eyelet i a ; also a bole for inserting a metal 
eyelet (see Eyelet 1 b). 

1580 North Plutarch (1676) 573 A Brigandine made of 
many folds of Canvas with Oylet-boles. *599 A. M. tr. 
Gabelhoueds Bk. Physicke 184/2 The thong must lye . . on the 
rupture, which must on both his sydes nave 2 eyletholes. 
1627 Capt. Smith Seaman’s Gram, vii, 31 The eylot holes 
of the saile.- 1658 A. Fox tr. Wiertz* Surg. n. xxiv. 144 
Splinters made.. with fitting fillets and bands, on which 
there are small eylid holes. *743 Zoli.man in Phil. Trans. 
XLIL 365 A sort of Boat of Turkey Leather, .with. . Eilet- 
holes for receiving Hooks. 1762 Falconer Skigior. n. 335 
The reef-lines next . . Through eyelet-holes , . were reeved, 
1850 Carlyle Latter-d, Pamph., Downing Street 45 This 
poor tailor’s-bodkin, hardly adequate to bore an eylet-hole. 
x86x Pearson Early fy Mid. Ages Eng. 206 Wool and flax, 
with silk for the lappets and the eyelet holes, were the com- 
mon materials. 

transf. 1599 Porter Angry Worn. Abingd. (Percy Soc.) 
132 Twill be a good while ere you wish your skin full of ilet 
holes, *634 Ford P. Warbeck n. iii. Or let my skin be 
punch’d' full of oylet-boles with the bodkin of derision. 

2 . a. A small hole for the purpose of obser- 
vation. b. A hole or slit for the discharge of 
missiles. 

a. *797-1803 Foster in Life 4 Corr. 1846 I. 178 An 
eyelet-hole, through which I fancied visions of entrancing 
beauty. 1848 W. H. Ainsworth Lane. Witches 1. x, Nor 
was. she long in discovering a small eyelet-hole in the carv- 


ing which commanded the room. 1869 Latest News 3 Oct. 
15 Scarcely any of the helmets have .eyeletholes, but the 
viser was in general left partly open. 

b. 1838 PIawthoune Fr. It. Jrnls. I. 606 Embrasures 
for guns and eyelet holes for musketry. 1879 Sir G. Scott 
Led. Archit. I. 260 In a fortification external windows 
must be wholly avoided or reduced to mere eyelet-holes. 

3. nonce-use «= Eyehole a. 

a 1845 Hood Jack Hall xix, Death, .gave a wink, As well 
as eyelet holes can blink. 

lienee EyeTet-hole v. a. inir. To make eye- 
let-holes. b. trans. To make eyelet-holes in ; to 
pierce through and through ; to riddle. Eyeiet- 
holed ppl.a., furnished with eyelet-holes. Eye*» 
let-hoding vbl. sb. 

1747 Genii. Mag. Feb. 71 These lovers are to eylet-hole 
one another in Miss Biddy’s presence. *590 Barwicic Disc. 
Manuall Weapons 2i_Ilet holed dublets very easie. *843 
Dickens Chimes 63 , 1 introduced pinkingand eyeiet-holeing 
among the men. 

Eyeliad, obs. var. of Oeillade. 

Eyelid (si-lid), [f. Eye sbf + Ltd.] One of 
the lids or covers of the eye, distinguished as upper 
and lower ; one of the movable folds of skin 
with which an animal covers or uncovers the 
eye at pleasure. 

<2x240 S aides Warde in Cott. Horn. 265 Swifte as he 
sunne gleam le sc[heot from est into west, ase pin] ehe-lid 
tuned ant openeS, a 1300 Cursor M. 19788 iCott. j Wit pis 
sco lifted hir eien lidd. 1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. v. 

viii. (14195) Ji4 Afoure foted beeste wythout eye lyddes is 
feble of syghte. c 1400 Apol. Loti. 74 His ee ledis asken 
reson of men. 1486 Bk. St. Albans Aijb, Put it thorow 
the ouer igh lid and so of that other. 1597 Shaks. 2 Hen. 
IV, iii. i. 7 O Sleepe, O gentle Sleepe, how haue I frighted 
thee That thou no more wilt weigh mine eye-lids downe. 
2626 Bacon Sylvagi 870Th0.se that are Pore- blinde, .doe much 
gather the Eye-lids together. 1690 Locke Hum. Und. n. 

ix. '1695) 68 How frequently do we . . cover our Eyes with 
our Eye-lids, without perceiving that we are at all in the 
dark? 1732 Sir J. PI ill Hist. Anim. 535 The eyes [of the 
Simia]. .have an upper and under eye-lia, exactly as in our 
own species. 1814 Scorr Ld. of Isles vi. xv, The eyelid 
scarce had time to wink. 1855 Bain Senses 4- hit. 1. ii. § 18 
Touching the edge or inner surface of the upper eye-lid. 

Comb. 1870 Rolleston Anim. Life 31 The eyelid-like 
valve which guards the entrance of the great veins. 
fig. 1382 Wyclif fob xli. 9 His e3en as e^elidis of the 
morntid. 1637 Milton Lycidas 25 Under the opening eye- 
lids of the Morn We drove afield. 1647 H. More Song of 
Soul 11. iii. 1. xxv, Gilded clouds Arching an eyelid for the 
glowing Morn. 1862 B. _ Taylor Poets frnl. , Mystic 
Summer, And sweeter eyelids has th e Day. 

b. Phrases, f To hang [a thing) by the eyelids : 
to keep in suspense. To hang by the eyelids : 
to have a very slight bold, be in a dangerous 
position. 

1659 Burton's Diary IISes') IV. 354, I would fain have 
things at an end, and not hang them by the eyelids thus. 
1778 Gouv. Morris in Sparks Life # Writ. (1832) I. 177 
General Lee’s affair hangs by the eyelids. 1877 J. T. Fields 
Underbrush (1881) xx A magic quarto.. with one of the 
covers hanging by the eyelids. 
fEyeTy, a. Obs. rare— 1 , [f. Eye j^A-P-ly.] 
Visible to the eye. 

1561 Daus tr. Bulliuger onApoc. (1573) 252 b, A certeine 
eyely and euident demonstration. 

Eye’mark. [f. Eye sb. 1 + Mark.] a. Some- 
thing marked, or to be marked by the eye; an 
object to look at; a spectacle Cf. Footmark. 
t b. The action of looking upon, marking with 
the eye ; observation. 

1595 Southwell Tri. Death (1596) 24 There are.. better 
eie-markes in youre fortune than a sisters losse. 1634 
tr. Behmen’s Myst. Magnum xl. § 29. 272 Where the limit 
or Eye marck stood. 1840 De Quincey Mod. Superstit. 
Wks. III. 327 Not. .the want, .of eyemarks, whereall isone 
blank ocean of sand. 

Eyepiece (orpfs). [f. Eye sb. 1 + Piece.] 

1 . Optics. The lens or combination of lenses, 
usually two in number, known respectively as the 
field-glass and eye-glass , at the eye-end of a tele- 
scope, or other optical instrument, by which the 
image, formed by the mirror or object-glass, is 
viewed and magnified. 

The principal kinds of eye- pieces are ( a) the Huyghcnian, 
or so-called negative from the fact of its forming the image 
between the lenses; <b) the Ramsden, or common astro- 
nomical, called positive because the image is farmed outside 
the field-glass ; (c) the erecting or terrestrial for ordinary 
telescopes, which presents the object in an erect position. 

1790 Roy in Phil. Trans. LXXX. 155 The common eye- 
piece with two convex glasses. 1831 Brewster Optics xliii. 
360 Achromatic eyepieces . . may be composed of two or three 
lenses. 1867 J. Hogg Microsc. 1. ii. 40 The two [eye-glass 
and field-glass] when combined are termed the eye-piece. 
1878 Lockyer Stargazing xxx The Achromaticity of the 
. Huyghenian Eyepiece. " ; 

b. attrib. as eyepiece micrometer. (See quot.) 
1874 Knight Diet. Mech Eye-piece Micrometer, a 
graduated slip of glass introduced through slits in the eye- 
piece tube, so as to occupy the center of the field. 

2. Australian. 

1880 Leeds^ Mercury 16 Nov. 7 The power of a lazy free- 
selector to pick out the eye-piece of a squatter’s run. 

Eye-pit. .[L Eye sb. 1 + Pit.] a. The pit or 
socket of the eye. b. The depression between the 
eye and the orbit. 

c X27S Death 241 (Cotton) in O.E. Misc. 182 Also beo 5 his 
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ase . a brul7en led. 1774 Goldsm. Nat Hist. III. 
in. 78 1 ms ; animal [ Antelope], .has deeper eyepits than the 
former. 1S46 J. Baxter Libr. Pract. Agric. I. 412 By the 
depth of the eye-pit we are enabled to form some idea of the 
age of the horse. 1879 E- Arnold Li. Asia 58 His eye- 
pits red with rust of ancient tears. 

Eyer sb. rare. [f. Eye v. + -er 1.] One 

who eyes ; one who looks at ; an observer. 

*399 Langl. Rich. Redeles 13 The hende Egle the eyere 
of hem all. 1611 Cotgr., Regardeur, a looker, .eyer, be- 
nder* 1654 Gayton Pleas. Notes II. iv. 47 The sutor was 
S en t ai i eyer of her. 1830 tr. Aristophanes' Knights 
69 That aged eyer of the bread. 

Eyer, var. of Aire v. 

Eyer, obs. form of Heir. 

Eyer(e, obs. f. Air. 

t Ey*(e rer. Obs. Also 5 ayrer. [f. eyre, 
var. of Aire sb. 2 or v. + -er I .] A brood falcon. 
Also attrib . 

*399 h* Arckseol. XXI. 89 Hit was a eyrer good & able* to 
his lord rot profitable, i486 Bk. St. Albans B vij a, How 
a man shall take an hawke fro the Eyrer, Who so takys an 
hawke : from the Eyerer: hym behoueth to doo wisely. 
1494 A ct 11 Hen. VII , c. 17 That no Man take any Ayrer 
Faulcon .. nor purposely drive them out of their Coverts., 
to cause them to go to other Coverts to breed. 

Eyerie, -y, obs. ff. of Aerie. 

Eyes, obs. f. of Eyas. 

Eye-salve. Obs. esc. fig. £f. Eye rf.i + 
Salve.] Ointment for the eyes. 

ciooo ^Elfric Gloss, in Wr.-Wulcker 114 Colliria. , eag- 
seahe. c 1200 Omnia 1852 Hal^he lsechedom And sawless 
e3hesallie. 1526 Bible (Tindale) Rev. iii. 18 Anoynt thyne 
eyes with eye salve, that thou mayste se. 1616 Sukfl. & 
Markh. Country Farme 137 An Eye-salue made of the 
juice of ground Iuie. 1784 Cowper Task n, 203 Go, dress 
thine eye with eyesalve. 

* 55 ° Bale Image Both Ch. Giv, Anoynt thyne eyes 
..with the eye salve of clerenes which is Jesus Christe. 1641 
Milton Reform. 1. (1851). 30 If we will but purge with 
sovrain eyesalve that intellectual ray which God hath 
planted m us. 1677 Gilpin Demonol. (1867) 69 Where 
grace, as the only eye-salve, doth not restore the sight. 

+ Eye-sene. Obs. Also 2 ec-, 3 sell-, eeeh-, ex-, 
4 eiije-sene, -seon. [f. Eye sb. 1 + ME. Sene sight.] 
Eyesight, presence. 

CII 75 Lamb. Horn. 143 Ech eorJ>e seal hwakien on his 
ecsene. c 1205 Lay. 8229 Ut of min aeh senen [1275 hehseht]. 
<■1275 Prayer to Virgin 36 in O.E. Misc. (18721 196 pat ich 
nocht at dai of dome beo denied of pin exsene, c 1320 Sir 
“lristr . 2222 Anon of Iond he ches, Out of markes ei3e sene. 

Eye-servant (orsouvant). arch. [f. Eye sb\ 
+ Servant.] One who serves the eye; one who 
does his duty only when under the eye of his 
master or employer. 

1552 Latimer Serm. Lord's Prayer v. Wks. (Parker Soc.) 
394 The most part of servants are but eye-servants. 1613 
Attsw. Uncasing Machivils Instr. Fiij b, Keepenotan eye 
seruant within thy doore. 1682 Flavel Fear 19 Tis the 
reproach of the servants of men to be eye-servants. 1832 
Carlyle Remin. 1. < 18S1) 6 No one. .will ever say, Here was 
the finger of a hollow eye-servant. 

33ye*-serve, v. [f. Eye sbX + Serve v.] trans. 
To wait upon with the eyes ; to watch. 

1800 Hurdis Fuv. Village 181 They [sparrows]. .Eye-serve 
the goose for its superfluous down. 

Eye -se rver, [f. Eye sb. l + Server.] = Eye- 
servant. 


1835 Marry at Jac. Faithf, xviii, I will have no eye-servers 
under me. 1870 Spurgeon J. Ploughm. Talk i. 16 The 
snan who loiters when the master is away is an eye-server. 

Eye’-se rvice. [f. Eye sbX + Service.] a. The 
action or conduct of an eye-servant; service per- 
formed only under inspection or under the master’s 
eye. fb. Service seen by the eye; outward or 
formal worship, c. The homage of the eye ; re- 
spectful and admiring looks, rare. 

1526-34 Tindale Col- iii. 22 Not with eye service as men 
pleasers. 1550 Crowley Last Trump. 163 Se thou serue 
him-., not wytb eye-seruice fainedly. 1688 Delamer 
Wks. (1694) 26 All their duty will be turned into eye-ser- 
vice. 1736 Berkeley Disc. wks. (1871) III. 417 This [reli- 
gion] makes men obey, not with eye-service, but in sincerity 
of heart. 1884 J, Hall Chr. Home 55 Servants that can be 
trusted to give someth ing better than eye-service. 

b. 1641 Milton Reform. 1. 2 [To] bring the Inward acts 
of the Spirit to the outward. .ey-Service of the body. 

C. 1869 Blackmork Lorna D. lxvi, They [ladies] were 
■worth looking at . . but none so well worth eye-service as my 
own beloved Lorna. 

Eye -serving, a. ff. Eye sbX + Serving.] 
That serves only under the master’s eye ; requiring 
the master’s eye. 

1615 J. Stephens Satyr. Ess. (ed. 2 1 15 This eye-serving 
age is quickly gone to all deceit, if we lacke lookers on. 

Eyeship (oi jip). [f. Eye sb. 1 +-ship.] The 
dignity of being an eye. 

1822 T. M itch ell A ristoph. I. 29 The senate bids his eye- 
ship welcome ; And asks his presence to the hall. 

Eye'Shot. [f. Eye sb . 1 + Shot.] 

X. The range of the eve, seeing distance, view. 
Only .in phrases {To come, etc.) beyond, in, out of, 
within eyeshot of. 

1599 B. J onson Ev. Man out of H um. v. i, When we come 
in eye-shot, or presence of this lady. 1690 Dryden Dm 
Sebastian n. ii, I am., out of eye-shot from the other win- 
dows. 1853 Kane Grinnell Bxp.xVi.i 1856) 375, I have., 
crawled within fair eye-shot, and. .watched their moyements. 
1865 Swinburne Atalanta 876 Here in your sight and 


eyeshot of these men. 2867 Lowell Big law P. Ser. u, 54 
Boys beyond eyeshot of the tiihing-man. 

Jig. 1858 Hawthorne Fr. 4- It. Jrnls. II. 4 The instant 
he comes within eye-shot of the fulfilment of his hopes. 

2 . A 4 shot ’ from the eye ; a glance, prospect. 

1615 Sylvester Tobacco battered 291, The Pest .. Or 
deadly Ey-shot of a Basilisk. 1704 Steele Lying Loner v. 
i, How shall I bear the Eye-Shot of the Crowd in Court? 
2709 — Toiler No. 52 ? 3 The Sexes seem to separate 
themselves, and draw up to attack each other with Eye- 
shot. i860 Hawthorne Marb. Faun xxviii, The windows . . 
afforded . . extensive eye-shots over hill and valley. 1879 G. 
Meredith Egoist 111. x. 210 Vernon sent one of his vivid 
eyeshots from one to the other. 

Eye*sight isrsoit). [f. Eye sb. 1 + Sight.] 

1. The power or faculty of seeing ; sight : attri- 
buted also to the heart, soul, etc. 

cxzoo Ormin 1867 J>att Drihhtin shollde 3ifenn uss God 
sawless ediesihhbe. a 1300 Cursor M. 25470 (Cot t.) Ert 
clene and eien sight, a 1400 Cov. Myst. (Shaks. Soc.) 44 
Whantynge of eyesight in peyn doth me bynde. 2401 Pol. 
Poems (1S59! II. 98 But him was tjovun Ije-sijt, for al his 
grete noise. 1587 Golding De M or nay xiv. 207 The eysight 
is still good. 1615 J. Stephens Satyr. Ess. (ed. 2) 420 
The Basilisk and Eagle cannot match his eye-sight, 1725 
Bradley Fam. Diet. s. v. Juice , If., strengthens the Eye- 
sight. 1805 Med. Jrnl. XIV. 330 These organs . . manifest 
themselves to .. the eye-sight. 1873 Bain in B. Stewart 
Consent. Force via. 231 A miser has to pay a high fee to 
the surgeon that saves his eyesight. 

fg. 2784 Cowper Task v. 452 [It] blinds The eyesight of 
Djscov’ry. 1849 Robertson Sermons Ser. 1. x. 167 To our 
blinded eyesight it seems a cruel will. 1857 Willmott 
Pleas. Lit. xx. in The only eye-sight employed is the 
critical. 

f 2 . The action or fact of seeing or looking; the 
use of the eyes, look, gaze, observation, view; an 
instance, of this, a look. To set good eyesight on : 
to look hard at. Obs. exc. in By, from, in ( a 
person's) eyesight. 

a 1240 Lofsong in Cott. Horn. 209 Mine sunnen. .beo$ . . 
grisliche in June eih sihSe. a 1300 Signs bef. Judgem. 143 
in E.E. P. 11862) 11 For sinful man-isein shjt ne let usneuer 
ben ischend. a 1300 Cursor M. 4300 .Cert.! Quilum allan 
wit an ei sight. 1526 Tindale Luke xxii. 56 Won off the 
wenches . % sett good e eyesight on hym. 2535 Covbrdale 
2 Sam. xxii. 25 So shal y° Lorde rewarde me. .acordinge to 
the denes of my handes in his eye sighte. 1573 Golding 
Calvin on Job 76 Then must wee consider eueti by eye sight, 
that our lyfe. .slydeth away from us. 1641 Wilkins Math. 
Magick 1. xix. 1 1648) 135 That in Josephus which he sets 
down from his own eye-sight. 1839 Carlyle Chartism iv. 
(1858) 20 Things, .known to us by the best evidence, by eye- 
sight. 1873 Lowell Among my Bks. Ser. il 6 His com- 
parisons, .are drawn from actual eye-sight. 

8. The range of the eye, sight, view. 

a 1225 Juliana 30 And het swi&e don hire ut of his 
ehsihSe. a 1240 ureisun in Cott. Horn. 187 Ich ne mai ne 
ne dear cum lufsum god in J>in ehsih)?e. c 1400 Rom. Rose 
7236 He wole not. .have God in his iye sight. ? c 1475 Sgr. 
lo'ioe Degre 608 That profered you golde and fe, Out of 
myne eye-syght for to be. 1588 Shaks. L. L. L. 11. i. 239 
His tongue all impatient to speake and not see Did stumble 
with haste in his de-sight to be. 1633 Earl Manch. Al 
Motuio (1636) 86 The miride contemplating heaven, walkes 
beyond eye-sight. 

Hence + Eye-sighted a., gifted with eye-sight. 

1651 Fuller’s Abel Rediv., Bucer (1867) 154 The most 
judicious and best eye-sighted fryers. 

i Eye*SOme, a. Obs. In 6 eysome. [f. Eye 
sb. I + -some.] Pleasant to the eyes. 

1584 Southwell Ep. Comfort xiv. 191b, Our syghte shall 
feede on the most glorious and eysome maiestye of the 
place. 

Eyesore (ai'so'u). [f. Eye sbX + Sore sb.] 
ft A soreness of the eyes. Obs. 

(In quot. <j: 1300 perh. an adj.) 

? a 1300 Salomon <$• Sat. (1848)272 Betere is eyesor hen al 
blynd, quo)? Hendyng. 1562 Turner Herbal n. 76 a, Dates 
.‘.ar hurtfull forthem that haue. .the eysore and. .the tooth 
ache. 1562 J. Heywood Prerv. Epigr. (,1867) 94 Muche 
lookyng.so, breedth much eie sore, 

2 . Something permanently offensive to the sight ; 
an ugly mark or feature. 

1530 Rastei.l Bk. Purgat. iii. viii. 2 The spottes. .be a 
great deformyte and eye sore. 1597 Hooker Reel. Pol. v. 
222 These ej^esores and blemishes in continual attendants 
about the service of Gods sanctuary. 1617 Markham 
Caval. m. 51 To bee. .sickle hought behinde. .is not amisse, 
though it be a little eye-sore. 1726 Leqni tr. Albertis 
Archit.X. 19 b, He is continually repenting and fretting at 
the Eye-sore. 1827 Steuart Planter’s G. 11828 136 This, in 
parks much exposed, is found a very serious eye-sore. 1867 
A Barry Sir C. Barry viii. 288 All the eyesores on the 
Surrey bank of the river. 

f b. On a horse : A sear : also a flaw, defect. Obs. 

1678 Lend. Gas. No 1346/4 A dapple groy Gelding . . an 
eye sore above his hoof upon one of his hinder legs. 1690 
Dryden Don Sebast. 1. i, He's the best peice of Man’s flesh 
in the Market ; not an Eyesore in his whole body. 1711 
Lond. Gas. No. 4795/4 An Eye-sore on the near hind Foot 
caused in Pacing. 

8. A cause of annoyance, offence, or vexation ; 
an object of dislike or disgust. 

1548 Udai.l, etc. Erasm. Par. Luke xvi. 137 He might 
haue been an iyesore to all. 1586 J. Hooker Girald. Irel. 
in Ho Unshed II. 63/2, I wote well how great an eiesore I 
am in your sight, a x6i8 Raleigh Rem. (1644* 08 Thou 
shalt be a burthen, and an Eye sore to thy friends. 1759 
B. Martin Nat. Hist. Eng. I. Hants 125 The French.. to 
whom they have always been an Eye-sore. 1809 W. Irving 
Knickerb. 1x861' 119 The onion patches of Pyquag were an 
eyesore to Jacobus Van Curlet and his ganison. 1876 
Mozlky Univ. Serm. x. (1877)206 Many of their neighbours 
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are eyesores to them, and the very sight of them interrupts 
their repose. 

attrib . 1875 W. M^Ilwraith Guide Wigtownshire 59 
Antiquated and eyesore erections. 

Eye sore, a. [f. Eye sbX + Sore «.] That has 
sore eyes. Hence Eye ‘soreness, soreness of the 
eyes ; in qxiot.fg. Offensive ugliness. 

1883 Harper’s Mag. Feb. 333/1 A bower of charm to the 
aesthetic sense in the midst of a dirty money-grubbing eye- 
soreness. 

Eye -splice, [f. Eye sbX + Splice jA] A 
splice made by turning up the end of a rope, and 
interlacing its strands with those of the upper 
part. . 

1769 Falconer Diet. Marine (1789) N n, The eye-splice 
being intended to make a sort of eye. .at the end of a rope. 
1851 H. Melville Whale lx. 312 Both ends of the line are 
exposed ; the lower end terminating in an eye-splice, or loop. 
1867 in Smyth Sailor’s Word-bk. 284. 

£ye*spot. [f. Eye sbX + Spot jA] 

1 . a. A spot resembling an eye, b. A rudimentary 
eye. c. In a coco-nut : *-• Eye 12 b. 

a. 1879 Lubbock Set. Led. ii. 57 In Choerocampa tersa, 
there is an eye-spot on each segment. 1882 Card. Citron. 
XVII. 10 Calanthe Sandhurstiana. .with an eye-spot at the 
base of the lip. 1890 J. P. Ballard A mong the Moths 32 
His. . wings, showing two large and elegant eye-spots. 

b- *877 Huxley An at. Inv. A nim. iv. 188 One or more 
eyespots are sometimes seated on the ganglion. 1880 
B asti an Brain viii. 116 In the young Lamprey two pigment 
spots replace the single * eye spot ’ of the Lancelot 
C. 1885 H. O. Forbes Nat. Wanderings 1. ii. 27 The 
three eye-spots seen at the end of a cocoa-nut. 

2 . A kind of lily of a violet or. black colour, 
having a red spot in the middle of each leaf. 

1801 Southey Thalaba vi. xx, Here amid her sable cup 
Shines the red eye-spot. .The solitary twinkler of the night. 

Hence Eye ‘spotted ppl. a., having spots resem- 
bling eyes. 

1590 Spenser Muiopotmos 95 lunoes Bird in her ey- 
spotted traine. 1883 Times n June 4/5 A splendid peacock 
with a luxuriant train of eye-spotted feathers. 

JByess e, obs. f. of Eyas. 

Bye*string. [f. Eye sbX + String sb.] In pi. 
The strings (i.e. muscles, nerves, or tendons) of 
the eye. (The ‘ eyestrings ’ were formerly supposed 
to break or crack at death or loss of sight.) 

1601 B. Jonson Poetaster Induct., Crack, eye-strings., 
let me be ever blind. 1607 Bf.aum. & Ft, Woman-hater 
u. i, The last words that my dying father sjDake, Before his 
eye-strings brake. 1611 Shaks. Cymb. 1. iii. 17, I would 
haue broke mine eye-strings ; crack'd them, but To looke 
vpon him. 1639 Fuller Holy War n. xxxix. (1647) 96 
When once those eye-strings begin to break, the heart- 
strings hold not out long after. 1675 Hobbes Odyssey 
(1677) 108 All his eye-strings with the fire did strut. 1682 
Otway Venice Preserved n. i, Gaze on thee ’till my Eye- 
strings crackt with Love. 1707 Mortimer Hush. 178 See,, 
that their [sheep's] Gums be red the Eye-strings ruddy. 
1776 Top lady Bk. Praise 159 When my eyestrings break 
in death, 1778 Arminian Mag. I. 268 His Eye-strings 
were broke, nts Speech entirely gone. 

Eyet, obs. f. Ait. 

t Eyeifourl. Obs. [f. Eye sbX + Thurl.] An 
eye-hole, a window; also pi. the eye-windows. 

c 8 qo K. Alfred Bscda iv. iii. F 3 Da ontynde se bisceop 
Sait eash-byri Saere cyricean. C1175 Lamb. Horn. 83 J>e 
sunne scineo J?urh pe glesne ehhurl. a 1225 St. Marker. 8 
Heo J>a* .biheolden J>urh an eyjmrl as heo bed hire beoden. 
a 1225 Ancr. R. 62 purh eie buries deaS hatieS hire injong 
into be soule. Ibid. 70 Nout one our earen, auh ower eie 
buries tuneS asein idel speche. 

Eye‘-tooth. [f. Eye jA 1 + Tooth; cf. Ger. 
augenzahn , Du. oogtand.] A tooth immediately 
under or next to the eye, orig. one of the upper 
canine teeth (see Canine tooth), but now extended 
to the lower also. 

1580 Hollyband Treas. Fr. Tone, Den Macheliire, the 
eye tooth; 1607 Topsell Four-/. Beasts (1673) 379 The 
eye teeth of a Lion. 1629 Chapman Juvenal. 255 Live 
still gnashing of thy great eye-teeth. 1691 Ray Creation 

II. (1692) 41 The next [ teeth] one on each side . . called 
Canini, in English Eye Teeth. 1700 T. Brown tr, Fresny’s 
Amusem. Ser. 3* Com 87 The Eye-teeth of Flying Toads, 
1741 Monro Anai. Nerves (ed. 3 159 The two. Superior .. 
are called Eye-teeth, from the Communication of Nerves 
which ■■is betwixt them and the : (Eyes. 1831; 'R.' :Khox-, 
Clog net’s Amt. 77 The Upper Canine Teeth are the longest 
in the jaws, and for this reason, are vulgarly denominated 
Eye-teeth. 1863 Huxley Man's Place Nat. 11. 81 Milk- 
teeth, .consist of four incisors, .two canines, or eye-teeth; 
and four molars, .in each jaw. 

Jig. 1740 Pardon Dyckes Did. (ed. 3), Eye-teeth. .Quick- 
ness or sharpness of understanding and parts. 

b. Phrases. Chiefly //^. To cut one’s eye-teeth ; 
to get out of babyhood. To draw any one's eye- 
teeth : to take the conceit out of him. *j* To ham: 
one's eye-teeth: t o be wide-awake. 

1730 Morier in Atterbury Misc. Wks. V. 147 There is : no- 
dealing with him without haying one's eye teeth. 1837 
Haliburton Clock m. Ser. 1. xvi. 147 Them are fellers cut 
their eye-teeth afure they ever sot foot in this country," 1867 
Dixon New A mer. I. i. 1 Guess these Yanks must look alve 
. .unless they should happen to enjoy having their eye-teeth ■ 
drawn. 1870 Emerson Soc. Solit., Civiliz. Wks. (Bohn) 

III. 7 Like progress that is made by a' boy ‘ when he cuts . 
his eye-teeth 

Eye 'water (oi'wgtori. ff. Eye sb. + Water sb.] 
a. water, i.e. either natural tears, or an abnormal 
overflow \stilliddium), ‘tear in the eye’, flowing 
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from the eye. Rare in pt. b. A lotion for the eye. 
C. The humours (aqueous or vitreous) of the eye. 
d. Slang. ~ Gin. 

a. X590 Southwell M. Mag ;d. Fun . Teares 125 What 
anger so fiery that may not be quenched with eye-water, 
sith a weeping supplyant rebateth the edge of more than a 
lyon's fury. 1845 G. Murray Islaford t 69 To roil Sorrow’s 
eye-waters from their dark abode. 1849 Thackeray^ Lett. 
50, I can hardly see as I write for the eye-water, but it isn’t 
with grief. 

b. *679 Plot Staffordsh . (1686) 106 All sorts of Eye- 
waters, such as that of Elder well. 1747 Wesley Prim. 
Physic (1762) 61 An excellent Eye Water. x8x8 S. F. Gray 
Sufip, to Pharmacopoeias 237 Common eye water. Ibid. 
235 Blue eye water. 1841-4 Emerson Ess. Ser. 1. vii. (1876) 
190 Love is not a hood, but an eye-water. 

C- 1874 Coues Field Ornith. 1. vii. (1890) 57 Eye-water. . 
is often a great annoyance [in taxidermy]. 

d. 1869 Whyte Melville M. or N. I. vi. n8 Two bob 
an’ a bender, and a three of eye-water, in? *885 Judy 4 
Aug. 58 Jiggered gin, dog's nose and Paddy's eye-water. 

Eye-wink- ff. Eye sbJ + Wink sb.] a. A 
wink or motion of the eye, a look or glance, b. 
The time it takes to wink the eye ; an instant. 

a. 1598 Shaks. Merry IV. n. ii. 72 They could neuer get 
an eye-winke of her, 1818 Keats Etuiym. iv. 267 Before 
young Bacchus’ eye-wink turning pale. x868 Browning 
Ring § Bk. x. 921 ’Twixt her placid eyewinks. 

b. 1879 Chr. Rossetti Seek $ F. 88 Until all time 
dwindle to a mere eye-wink. 1890 Daily News 27 Jan. 3 1 
You touch a tiny switch .. and in an eye-wink your glass 
button-hole becomes an incandescent lamp. 

Similarly Eye ‘-winker, eyelash or eyelid. 

1808 Jamieson, Ee.vdnkers the eye-lashes, a 1833 A. Picken 
Changeable Charlie , The hurley scoundrel lifted up his eye- 
winkers. 1881 Penvsylv. School Jrnl. XXX. 57 Every 
. .hair and eye winker, revolving ‘ on its own hook 

Eve ’-witness. [f. Eye sbJ + Witness.] 

1 1 . One who gives testimony to what he has 
seen with his own eyes. Obs. 

m 1539 Taverner Erasm. Prov. ( 1552! 43 One Eye wytnesse, 
is of more value, than tenne eare wytnesses. 1591 Spenser 
M. llubberd 1278 Which yet to prove more true, he meant 
to see, And an ey-witnes of each thing to bee. 

2. O.ie who can give testimony from his own 
observation ; one who has seen a thing done or 
happen. 

1390 Sir J. Smyth in Let/. Lit. Men^ (Camden 1 ' 57, I do 
not write the same of mine owne certaine knowledge, as a 
eye wittness. xiSix Bible 2 Pet. i. 16 Wee. .were eye wit- 
nesses of his Maiestie. 16x5 W. Hull Mirrour of Maiestie 
89 The death of such a sonne . . whereof shee was an eyed 
vvknes.se. 1694 ho. Moles worth Acc. Denmark 44 Re- 
ceived not only from eye-witnesses, but also from some of the 
principal . .Actors. 1744 Berkeley Sir is § 17 Leo Africanus 
. .describes, as an eye-witness, the making of tar in Mount 
Atlas. 1798 Ferriar Itlustr. Sterns i. 17 Brantome, an 
eye-witness . . informs us. x8ss Macaulay Hist. Eng IV. 
93 Different estimates were formed even by eyewitnesses. 
1878 N. A mer. Rev. CXXVI. 180 It is the narration, by 
an eye-witness, of the memorable coup d'etat of 1851. 

+ The result of actual observation ; a report 
made by one who was present Obs. 

1627 HakewillL 4 /£I?. i i. § 5. 9 By the eye-witnesse of 
Ioachimus Rheticus, and others, it hath been proved. 1671 
Milton Samson 1594 Give us .. Eye-witness of what first 
or last was done. 

Hence Eyewrtnessing vbl. sb. 

1837 H. Miller Test. Rocks iv. 154 Had they been revealed 
by vision as a piece of eye-witnessing. 

Eyey a. [f. Eye sb. 1 (sense 2od)+-Y.] 
Full of eyes or holes. 

1884 Holland Gloss. Chester ( E. D. S.) 116 Cheese is said 
to be eyey when it contains holes full of rancid whey. 

Eyger, obs. f. of Eager. 

Eyghs, obs. f. of Awe. 

Eyghtfe, obs. f. of Ait, Eight. 

Eyghte, obs. f. of Aught sbJ 

EySfcyndele : see Eighths'. 

var. of Eagre ; obs. f. of Eager. 

Eyir, obs. f. of Air. 

Eykora, obs. f. of Acorn. 

Eylacs, obs. f. of Alas. 

1556 A urelio <$• I sab. (r6o8) C ij, Eylace how Ughtlye maie 
one perceave, when the wemen love. 

Eylde, obs. form of Yield. 

Eyldyng, obs. form of Elding*. 

Eyl(e, var. of Ail sb . 2 Obs. ; obs. f. Ail v. 

Eyl3, obs. form of Aisle, III. 

Eylebourn, dial. Also nailbourne. [Of ob- 
scure origin ; quot. 1480 would suggest that it is f. 
Ail ^. trouble, affliction* Bourn ; but this may 
be popular etymology.] (See quots.) 
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c 1480 Warkworth Citron. 24 [mentions an intermittent 
stream near St. Albans, called Wemcre (interpreted ‘ woo 
waters 'i, the flowing of which was ‘a tokene of derthe, or 
of pestylence, or of grete batayle'; and adds:] Also there j 
has ronne dyverse suche other wateres, that betokenethe j 
lykewyse; one at Lavesham in Kent, and another byside 
Canturbury called N ay l borne. 1677 Plot Nat. Hist. Ox- 
fordsh . 30 Of these [springs] there are many in the County 
of Kent, which .. they call Nailbournes there. 17x9 
Harris Hist. Kent 174 Such . . as in this County they 
call an Eylebourn ; (or vulgarly a Nailbourn) which is a 
Spring that rises all of a sudden out of the Ground, runs a 
while like a Torrent and then disappears. Ihui. 240 There 
is a famous Eylebourn which rises in this Parish and, some- 
times runs but a little way. .now and then it goes with a 
very strong Stream. 1727 Lewis Faversham 4 The brakish i 
Creek, into which a spring or Nail-bourne from Ospringe 
falls. 1736 in Pegge Kenticisms iE. D. S.) 38. *887 

Parish & Shaw Kent. Dialect (E. D. S.', Eylebourne, 
Nailbourn , an intermittent spring. 

Eyling. Obs . exc. dial. Forms : 5-7 elyng, 
6-7 eling\e, 7 eyliug, 9 dial, ealin. [peril, f. ele 
‘ wing’, Aisle + -in'g*.] 

f X. ? An aisle or wing of a church. See Aisle 

I. Obs. 

140 o Acct Roll Vicars Choral, York, In emendatione i j 
elyng'. 1528 Test. Ebor. IX. 464 To be bur’ [in the church 
of Skipton] in the north elyng. 

2 . A ‘ lean-to ’ or shed attached to a house, dial. 

1625 Court Roll, Wakefield, Partem i domus vocatain | 
elinge. 1873 Lane. Gloss., Ealin', a shed set against 
another building. . From the verb to heel or lean over. 

t$. ? A £ bay ’ of a barn. Obs. 

2662 in N. Riding Rec. VI. 51 An eyling of a bam, 

Eylod, prob. error for lyflod, Livelihood. 

c 1300 Mehtsine 108 He that shuld enheryte the chyef 
eylod shuld not be able to kepe no grete houshold. 

Eylsum, obs. ff. of Halesome, Wholesome. 

Eym(e, Sc. var. Eme, Obs., uncle. 

Eymbre, -bery, eymery, obs. ff. of Ember *. 

Eyme, obs. f. of Aim. 

Eynd (aind). dial. [app. a var. of And(e 2.] | 
(See quot ) 

X865W. White E. Eng. 1 1 . 176 The Eynd, or watersmoke, 
as it is called in Norfolk, is a remarkable phenomenon, 
occurring mostly between spring and autumn, and with 
peculiar suddenness. 

t Ey ndill, v. Sc. Obs. rare. [? connected with 
aynd, Ande j/l] inlr. To be jealous. Const. 
on. 

1576 Maitland Old Age in Pinkerton Anc. Scot. Poems 

II. 310 Scho will not eyndiil on me now And I sa aid. 

Hence f Byrndlaud, -ing ppl. a. jealous. 

1552 Abp. Hamilton Catech. (1S84' 57» I am the I.ord thi 
God, stark and jolious or eyndland. 1568 Sempill Ball. 
235, I wald ze sowld forbid hir Hir eyndling toyis. 

Eyne, var. of Ean, Obs. 

Eynes, -ez, -is, erroneous ff. Eyves, -ez, -is. 

Eynke, obs. f. of Ink. 

Eyot, more usual var. of Ait, small island. 
Hence By'oty a. [ +■. -Y.], like an eyot or island. 

1883 Cope Hampshire Words s.v., ‘ That eyoty piece near 
the ford.’ 

Eyr, obs. f. of Air, and of Ear v\ 

Eyrant (e ’rant '. Her. [f. cire, var. of Aire 
v. Obs. + -ANT.] 

1889 Elvin Diet. Heraldry 57 Eyrant , Applied to birds in 
their nests. 

f Eyrar. Obs. Also 6 eyriar. [deriv. of 
eyrie « Aerie : see Aerie 2.] A brood (of 
swans). 

x55x Will C. Ferrers < Somerset Hod, Eyriars of Swannes. 
17x5 Kersey, Eyrar (O. R.) an Eyrie or Nest of young 
Birds. 1721-1800 in Bailey. X847--78 Halliwell, Eyrar , 
a brood of swans. Sometimes the bird itself. 

Eyre (e *1). Obs. exc. Hist. Forms : 3, 6-8 
eire, 4 eyr, 5-6. 9 air, 6 oire, 6-7 aire, 7 eier, 
eyer, 5, 7- eyre. [a. OF. eire , erre, oirre masc. 
and fem. f. errer (see Err v.) late L. iter are to 
journey.] 

1 . Itineration, circuit : in the phrase Justices in 
eyre ( = L. in itinere on a journey), also L .justifies 
itinerantes , NF.justisis errauntz : itinerant judges 
who rode the circuit to hold courts in the different 
counties. Also Sessions in Eyre. 

These justices were usually members of the superior courts, 
though the sheriffs sometimes performed this duty. In the 
year 1176, under Henry II, eighteen justices were appointed 
to six circuits ; the practice continued with considerable 
irregularity as to number, period, and the matters dealt 
with, until the judges of Assize (q. v. 12) and Nisi Prius 
were appointed in the year 1285 under Edw. I. 


j [1278 Act 6 Edw. /, Stat. Glouc. cc. x-3 (x8xo’' 46 E Ie 
Justices en Eire facent de ceo, etc. 1292 Britton i. i. §3 
Qe Justices errauntz soint assignetz,] X297 R. Glouc. (1724) 
517 The eire of justize wende aboute in the londe. 1483 Act 
1 Rich. ///, c. 6 § x Divers Fairs have been holder! by 
Prescription allowed afore J ustices in Eyre. 1323 Fitzherb. 
Surv. vi. 11539) 11 Alowed before justice in Eire. X570 6 
Lambarde Peratub, Kent , 1826) 485 An especiali sessions in 
Eire. 1398 Hakluyt Voy. I. 17 The lustices in Eire, (or 
Itinerent, as we called them, because they vsed to ride from 
i place to place throughout the Realme, for administration of 
j lustice). 1768 Blackstone Comm. III. 57 These judges 
of assise came into use in the room of the antient justices 
in eyre 1866 Rogers Agric. <5- Prices I. iv. 71 An ac- 
tion before the county court, or the judges in Eyre. X875 
Stubbs Const. Hist . I. xi. 441 A regular system of judicial 
eyres. 

2. The circuit court held by these officers. Also 
Eyre of justice. Justice eyre , Commission of Eyre., 

[1273 Act 3 Edw. /, Stat. Westm. c. 18 itSxo) 31 Le amer* 
ciement de tut Ie Conte en Eyr de lustices. 1292 Britton 
1. v. § 7 Si le article ne fut roie presente en le autre heyre, 
1300 Act 28 Edw. /, c. 5 Presentementz en Eire.] c 1350 in 
Eng. £%&( 1870' 362 At j>“ nexte Eyr and at ]>& nexte court. 
1440 Sc. Acts Jus. II, § 5 That the lustices. .set their lus- 
tice aires, and bald them twise in the 3eir. c 1430 Henrysqn 
I Tale 0/ Dog 129 Quhilk. .passis furth befoir the Justice Air. 
1513 YS Diurn. Occnrr, (Bannatyne Club) 51 The Governour 
proclaimit ane generall air throw all Scotland. 1609 Skene 
Reg. Map. t [They] sould be present and compeire at the 
j Justitiars aire. 1642 Milton Argt. cone. Militia 36 If a 
Commission of Eier sit in a County, and the Kings Bench 
cometh thither the Eier ceaseth. 1730 Carte Hist. Eng. II. 
122 This new chief justiciary, holding an eyre . , in South- 
wark. 1779 Lloyd's Even. Post 20-2 Sept. £87/3 The Cir- 
cuit Court of Justiciary finished the Eyre at Aberdeen. 1805 
Scott Last Minstr. iv. xxxv, Maidens, .wrung their hands 
for love of him, Who died at Jedwood Air. 

+ b. Eyre of the Forest', a circuit court held 
periodically by the Justices oi the Forest, hence 
called Justices in Eyre. Obs. 

1622 J. Rawlins Recov. Ship 0/ Bristol Ded. in Arb. 
Garner IV. 583 The. .Marquis of Buckingham. .Justice in 
Eyre of all His Majesty's Forests. 1702 Lond. Gaz. 
No. 3828/3 Lord Wharton was constituted Warden and 
Chief Justice and Justice in Eyre of all His Majesty's 
Forests. 1727 51 Chambers Cycl, Eyre of the forest is 
otherwise called justice seat : which by the ancient customs 
was to be held every three years, by the justices of the forest 
journeying up and down for that purpose. 1796 Morse 
Amer. Geog. II. 103. 

e. The record of such a court. 

[a 1481 Littleton Tenures § 514 Come appiert per l’Re- 
port dun plee en le Eire de Nottingham.] 1614 Selden 
Titles Hon. 262 That so should the right meaning of Sake 
bee, is iustified out of an old Eire. 

3 . attrib. 

1641 Termes de la Ley 131 Eire Justices, or Itinerant. 

Eyre, var. of Aire sb~ and v. Obs. 

Eyre, obs. f. of Atr. 

Eyren, -ron(e, -roun, obs. pi. forms of Egg. 

Eyren, obs. form of Iron. 

Eyrer: see Eyerer. 

Eyryssli e, obs. form of Atrish. 

Eyse, obs. form of Ease, Easy. 

Eysel, var. of Eisel, Obs., vinegar. 

Eyst, Eyster, obs. ff. of Yeast, Oyster. 

Eyt, obs. form of Ait L 

3Syt, eytand, north, ff. of Eat, Eating. 

Eyth, obs. form of Eath. 

f Eytlie. Obs. rare. [OE. $gSe, $pepe, corre- 
sponding to OHG. egula :—WGer, *agipdn~ f. 
*ag/an Edge v 2 .] A harrow. 

a 800 Corpus Gloss., Erpica , egSe. 1393 Langl. P. PI. C. 
xxii. 273 And harowede. .holy scripture, With to eythes f>at 
thei hadden, an olde and a newe. 

Eyther(e, -thir, obs. forms of Either. 

Eythyn, Sc. var. of Eten, Obs. 

Eytike, obs. form of Ethic. 

Eyves, eyues, -ez, -is, obs. ff. Eaves, 

a 14.00 Morte A rth. 1283 Thise hende houez on a hille 
by he holte eyues [ printed eynes]. Ibid. 2516 Baytand one 
a wattire banke by h e wodde eyuis [pr. eynis]. 

Eyyr, obs. form of Heir. 

11 Ezan. [ Arab . a&dn.'] The formula' 

chanted by the Muezzin at the hour of prayer. 

1753 Hanway Trav. (1762) II. vi. i. 144 note, I made him 
this compliment in the tone in which we sing the ezan, 
1842 Fa3er Styrian Lake 84, I hear the countless Turkish 
Ezans swell. 

Ezlar, obs. Sc. form of Ashlar. 

+ E*zod. Obs. A variant of Izzard, the letter Z. 

*597 Morley Introd . Mtts . 36 X with y, ezod. & per se. 


